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—*o—— By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Price, $5; with The 


‘Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 


e HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 
4 that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FarrrHOvGHT has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that tho book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved ihe most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 
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. ence ; in Part Second, as an organized force. 
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the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Foun Huxpszp Years or FarxgTHOUGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It isa world book and a home 
book. It fulfüls the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the FreethoughtPress. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 LarayrrrE Praom, New Yoss. 
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For $6.50 we wil send Tms TauvuH Sxexer one year ($3) and S. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Eagravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
_the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itis a radıcal Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Hounprep YEARS oF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church 
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AND FURIHER—fTo aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 
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For $5 we willsend Taz Trurn Srxxer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 

_eat Works Complete"($8). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 

Pleture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tuz Truru SerKER one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we wil send Tux Trurn Szzxzr one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has ‘over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tae Trurs Sexxer one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

.For $4 we will send Tae Truru. Szxxzr one year ($8) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 
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ON 


* THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE." 


Announcement. 
In Tue Taura Szexer of January 12th Franzuin 
SrzrnerR will answer the question, “DOES CHRIS- 
TIANITY PREVENT CRIME?” 


The Campaign in This State. 


We hope our readers will giv us what moral and 


financial aid they can in circulating the petition to 


the legislature for the repeal of the Sunday laws in 
this state. It is particularly the fight of the citizens 
of New York, but as every struggle of this kind any- 
where in the country helps in all states, aid from 
outsiders interested in the attempt to realize the 
Nine Demands will not be refused. 

The time is particularly opportune this winter, as 
there is to be a general discussion of the Sunday 
issue at Albany. The liquor dealers of the state seem 
to hav been promised by both parties—and very 


\ strongly by the party which won in the late election 


3 —that their 


interests shall be considered, and 
legislation in their interests enacted. This is gen- 
erally understood to mean opening the saloons for 


i a portion of each Sunday. Of course such legisla- 


tion will be strenuously resisted by the ecclesiastics, 
who see in this another chance for the people to 
slip away from them. The matter will be argued 


4 pro and con, and the church will show her hand, 
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and the clergy are sure to expose the real animus of 
their protests against the proposed law, which is to 
save to themselvs the day on which they earn their 
living. 

This will giv the Freethinkers their opportunity, 
and they will miss it sadly if they do not jump in 
and see that the legislators hav the true doctrin on’ 
the Sunday question presented to them. 

We propose to send the petitions out all through 
the state, together with printed arguments against 
any Sunday legislation; to get the petitions signed 
numerously and presented to every member of the 


Senate and Assembly; and when the Sunday legis- | 


lation is referred to the proper committee for con- 
sideration and recommendation thereon, it is our 
intention to hav s.me good men represent the 
Freethinkers and make some speeches to. that 


| committee. 


This will cost money—a good deal of it. We 
ought to hav five hundred dollars at least. The 
clerical forces will spend thousands of dollars. The 
Freethinkers cannot do that, but we believe they 
can raise enough to do what we hav so briefly out- 
lined. Tue Teura Szexee is bound to do something 
to start the thing going, and how vigorous we can 
make the fight will depend upon how much we are 
aided. A ten dollar bill will do a great deal, and 
we would like to hav every New Yorker who can 
afford it send us one of them to push this along. If 
you cannot send ten, send five, or four, or whatever 
you can spare for this work. 

Let us hear from you at once, friends, so we can 
know what to depend upon. The more you send 
the hotter will we make the fight. 


A Distinction Without a Difference. 


We are sorry to see that Dr. Buckley, of the Chris- 
tian Advocate, is inclined to split hairs. Some 
time ago he censured the mayor of Waterbury, Conn., 
for publicly receiving Monsignor Satolli. The re- 
buke was timely and pertinent. A few weeks later 
there was unveiled at Batavia, in this state, a tablet 
to the memory of Robert Morris, the financier of 
the Revolution. At this function Bishop Ryan, 
Catholic, Bishop Coxe, Episcopalian, and another 
Protestant minister of Buffalo, offered prayers. 
Secretary Carlisle delivered a historical address. 
In condemning this mingling of religion and public 
affairs, we called the attention of the Christian 
Advocate to its former utterances and asked if it 
would speak with an equal clearness of condemna- 
tion concerning the Batavia affair. To this Dr. 
Buckley replies: 

** First, the unveiling of this statue to Robert Morris 
was not an act of the government. Second, the function 
performed by Secretary Carlisle was not an act of an 
officer. Third, therefore the prayers of these persons 
had nothing to do with the relations of church and state. 
Fourth, the mayor of Waterbury was receiving Mon- 
signor Satolli, the ablegate of the pope. The pope is not 
merely a spiritual head, but claims the right to maintain 
a temporal government. The mayor of Waterbury re- 
ceived Satolli in his official capacity of papal ablegate, in 
his own official capacity as mayor of Waterbury.” 


Technically and narrowly the act of Secretary 
Carlise was not official; in a broader, truer sense it 
was. Nearly all the members of the cabinet and 
several state officers were present. . They were not 
there as private citizens, but because they were 
officials. Mr. Carlisle delivered an address, not be- 
cause he was John G. Carlisle, of Kentucky, but 
bécause he was Secretary-of-the-Treasury Carlisle. 
So far as we are aware, the dedication of a monu- 
ment or tablet could not be, strictly speaking, an 
act of the government, for its officers are not elected 
or appointed for any such purpose, but it is also 
true that Grover Cleveland was not elected for th» 
purpose of issuing thanksgiving proclamations, and 
yet he issues them and his act is official and serves 
to help unite church and state. The ministers who 
were present and prayed were there by invitation 
as ministers and not as citizens, and they prayed 
in their capacity as ministers and not as citizens. 
The man who was honored by the exercises was 
honored not as a private citizen but as & man of 
public affairs who as such had rendered his country 
illustrious service. The difference between the act 
of the mayor of Waterbury and the acts of the na- 
tional and state officials at Batavia was one of the 
letter merely; in spirit they were identical. 
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When Dr. Buckley called attention to the fact 
that Monsignor Satolli represented the Pope, who 
claims the right to maintain & temporal govern- 
ment, he probably had for a moment forgotten that 
Bishop Ryan, who prayed at the Batavia unveiling, 
is also a representativ of this Pope who claims the 
right to maintain a temporal government. If we 
remember aright, Monsignor Satolli was not called 
upon by the mayor of Waterbury to exercise any of 
his priestly offices, but Bishop Ryan was asked to 
do so. at Batavia and he there exercised the priestly 
office of prayer, for it would be foolish to suppose 
that he prayed merely as a lay Christian, or that: 
those who invited him to pray did so for any other 
reason than that he was a distinguished priest. 
And, as before said, the same is true of the Prot- 
estant ministers who said prayers at the unveiling. . 

Dr. Buckley says that he understands the separa- 
tion of church and state to be this: 

** No one shall be compelled to profess or support a re- 
ligion in which he does-not believe, or any religion, and 
that no money shall be allowed by the state for the sup- 
port of any religious institution as such." 

Further along, however, he declares that the ser- 
vice of chaplains in the national Senate and House 
and in the legislatures of the states is simply a form 
“pleasing to many and pernicious to none.” Is it 
possible that Dr. Buckley does not know that a 
chaplaincy is a “religious institution as such,” and ` 
that the taxpayers are compelled to pay therefor? 
He has placed himself on record as opposed to the 
union of church and state, and has defined said 
union as consisting in the enforced profession or 
support of religion, and yet the editor of the Chris- 
tian Advocate says that the employment of chap- 
lains in public institutions is a form “ pleasing to 
many and pernicious to none,” which is equivalent 
to saying that the union of church and state is 
pleasing to many and harmless to none. We are 
glad to hav been able to discover Dr. Buckley's real 
sentiments. 

** Whether a minister, Catholic, Protestant, or a Jewish 
rabbi, shall be invited to offer prayer at the unveiling of 
a tablet is à matter of taste and propriety. Ifalloitizea1s 
are interested in the unveiling, the placing of represent- 
ativs of the different religions on the program is in bet 
ter taste than limiting it exclusivly to one." 

If all citizens are interestel in such ceremony it 
will require the services of one hundred and forty- 
two ministers aud priests and a Freethought lect- 
urer to satisfy them all, if we proceed in the, way 
recommended by Dr. Buckley. How much easier 
and more sensible it would be to dispense with all 
kinds of religious and anti-religious exercises, as 
the Liberals demand! Robert Morris was a man 
who served the state; the tablet to his memory was 
not the gift of a sect nor of'a number of sects; it 
was patriotism, not religion, that honored him, and 
patriotism is not limited by the boundaries of sects. 
The presence of clergymen, as clergymen, at the Ba- 
tavia unveiling was an intrusion, justas the postpon- 
ing of Fourth of July celebrations and Decoration 
Day services when the Fourth of July and the thirtieth 
of May come on Sunday is an insult to the people 
as citizens; just as the saying of prayers and the 
singing of religious songs on those occasions are 
entirely out of place and should be sternly forbid- 
den by those who hav the exercises in charge. To 
the religionist the fullest liberty; to the citizen 
freedom from invasion. 


For the past two months Colonel Ingersoll’s new 
lecture, “About the Holy Bible,” has been the most 
popular book on the list. It still sells by the hun- 
dred, but Taz TaurH Szexer Ansvat for 1895 is 
at present cutting out the work and giving it a 
lively race. 
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What Is this About Anthony Comstock? 
Trestimony BEFORE THE Lexow COMMITTEE. 
From the New York Sun. 

Mr. Goff then ealled Louis S. Streep, who told 
this story without question: In 1889 he was ar- 
rested by Anthony Comstock for printing green 
goods circulars. At that time, he said, he had 
rented his printing-office £o a man named Bechtold, 
‘while he, the witness, was in the country. While 
he was in the Tombs Bechtold gave Streep’s wife 
$5,000 in cash to deposit for her husband’s bail. 
Before she deposited it, Bechtold returned and got 
$2,000, saying that he had to giv $1,500 to Anthony 
Comstock to prevent Streep's being indicted by the 
United States Grand Jury. Streep’s bail was re- 
duced at the same time to $3,000, and the cash was 
deposited. Streep jumped his bail and went to 
Europe. In July, 1890, he returned; went to the 
district attorney of the county and confessed all 
that he knew about the green goods circular busi- 
ness, and under the direction of the district at- 
torney made a search of the city with three head- 
quarters detectivs for the men implicated by his 
confession. One day, after being out for many 
hours with Detectiv Reilly, he called on Mr. Com- 
stock, and said that now that he had arranged 
things honorably with the state officials he would 
like to get the indictment against him in the state 
courts dismissed. 

“Comstock said to me, *Iam the only man who 
ean get that indictment dismissed.’ Ue said it 
could be done if I would giv him one thousand 
dollars. In August I called on Mr. Comstock with 
my brother and said to him, ‘You said you could 
hav that indictment in the state court dismissed. | 
Here is a thousand dollars.’ I had seven hundred 
dollars which my wife had realized from the sale of 
my printing-office, and I borrowed three hundred 
dollars in three bills from my brother Robert, who 
was with me. Comstock took the money, saying, 
‘I am not accepting this as a bribe, but as a dona- 
tion to the society.’ ” 

Q.: And was the indictment dismissed ? 

À.: Yes, sir; two of them. 

Q.: And you gave him that money to procure 
their dismissal ? 

À.: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Goff: Here are indictments indorsed “ dis- 
missed” at the time stated by the witness. 

Senator Bradley: Who was the district attorney 
then? 

Mr. Goff: Colonel Fellows. 

Q: Fully realizing your responsibility and the 
meaning of your answer, do you swear that you 
gave Anthony Comstock $1,000 for his influence in 
having these indictments dismissed ? 

A.: I swear before God and man I paid Anthony 
Comstock $1,000 to buy my liberty. 

Senator Lexow: How do you bring this within 
the scope of our work, Mr. Goff? 

Mr. Goff: I will explain in a moment, Senator. 

Q.: Since then you've been indicted? 

A.: Since then Anthony Comstock had me in- 
dicted on the same charge in the United States 
court. I was convicted, and am out pending an 
appeal. : 

Senator Lexow: How is this within our scope? 

Mr. Goff: In a minute, Senator. 

Then Robert Streep was called and swore that 
he was with his brother, and that he paid $1,000 to 
Anthony Comstock under the circumstances related. 

Senator Lexow: How is this within oux scope? 

Mr. Goff: A failure to enforce the criminal laws 
is a neglect of duty by the police department. 
Also, we hav shown that the police hav protected 
the green goods men, and it is only fair to the 
police that we should show, if we can, that others 
hav done the same. 

Senator Lexow: It is a very serious charge 


against Mr. Comstock. 
<i 


Anthony Comstock says that “imaginationalism” 
is corrupting the youth of the land. ‘Yes, that is 
so; itis the imaginationalism of Anthony Com- 
stock and the other anti-naturalists, who find im- 
purity where a healthy mind would never think of 
looking for it. This imaginationalism of which he 
talks grows in the hotbeds of mystery, and: mys- 


tery is fertilized with the compost of ignorance. 
Comstock is the chief promoter, officially, of that 
“Movement in favor of Ignorance,” of which C. L. 
James wrote so tersely when he gave it its very apt 
and expressiv name. 


The War Between Light and Darkness: 

The clericals did not hav everything their own 
way last year. They did not succeed in closing the 
Mid-winter Fair at San Francisco on Sunday, nor 
the Cotton Palace at Waco, Texas. They did get a 
favorable decision from the Supreme Court of Mich- 
igan and from several inferior courts, and they won 
some of their fights against the Adventists. They 
also secured much local legislation, although they 
were beaten in Chicago. They greatly extended 
and strengthened their organization. As a general 
thing, they won when they appealed to judges and 
legislators, and were defeated when they came into 
conflict with men of business. 

Mr. J. >. Shaw wisely devotes considerable space 
in his Independent Pulpit for December to the 
Sunday issue, giving, among the rest, an account of 
the struggle over the Sunday opening of the Cotton 
Palace in Waco. When the question was first 
raised the directors of the Palace voted to keep it 
open on Sunday. ‘The ministerial contingent at 
once raised such a clamor that the directors were 
frightened and rescinded their opening vote. This 
determination aroused those who were opposed to 
the closing of the gates and before the first Sun- 
day arrived it had become manifest that there was 
a strong sentiment antagonistic to the Sabbatarians, 
but the directors still feared the boycott threat- 
ened by the preachers and so the Palace was closed. 
About the locked gates thronged an insistent mul- 
titude who very freely expressed their opinion of 
the Puritans, and that opinion was the reverse of 
complimentary. These dissatisfied people did not 
flock to the open churches, as the preachers had 
evidently expected they would, but wandered up 
and down the streets, necessarily not contributing 
anything to the “Sabbath quiet” of the town, and 
the directors soon saw that they had made a serious 
mistake. On the Monday following the first Sun- 
day the board convened in special meeting and 
adopted a motion for Sunday opening. It had been 
urged by the Sabbatarians that the women were 
opposed to Sunday opening, and as they had ren- 
dered substantial assistance to the enterprise the 
directors did not wish to offend them. One of the 
directors who was a Sunday closer said that he had 
promised the women that if they would assist in 
the work of decoration he would vote against open- 
ing. But when one of the city papers interviewed 
thirty-two of the women managers it was found 
that twenty-six favored Sunday opening, five op- 
posed it, and one was undecided. 

After the directors had -taken their last vote in 
favor of opening, some of the preachers issued a 
call for a mass meeting in the Baptist church. Of 
the twenty-five hundred Christians in the city one 
hundred and seventeen, old and young, composed 
the “mass” meeting. After the usual talk about 
the “Holy Sabbath " and the sin of * desecrating ” it, 
a committee, consisting of three preachers and two 
lawyers, was appointed to draw up resolutions in 
which the directors were condemned for opening on 
Sunday, Christian people were urged to stay away 
from the Exposition on all days of the week, and to 
withdraw their exhibits. Of course the later action 
would hav been a violation of their contracts with 
the managers. The resolutions were adopted with 
but one dissenting vote. 

But the boycott—or proposed boyeott—was a 
flat failure. The next Sunday the gates were open 
and the attendance was phenomenally large. 
Everything went smoothly and providence did not 
even frown, nor were the boycotters missed. Waco 
is considered the most religious city in Texas, but 
the victory over the Sabbatarians appears to be 
complete. As the leaders of the Sunday law move- 
ment declare that Christianity must stand or fall 
with the “Sabbath” we wonder what they will think 
of the outcome of the fight at Waco, where, with 
the advantage of an overwhelmingly Christian pub- 
lic as the environment, the Sabbatarians were un- 
able to rally more than a corporal’s guard in, favor 


of a closed Fair on Sunday. The Christians were 
divided regarding the desirability of Sunday closing 
and still more divided when it came to the question 
of the boycott. Some of the ministers did not at- 
tend the indignation meeting and only a few of the 
laity joined in the boycott. The real effects of our 
Liberal propagandism, as Mr. Shaw says, are as 
clearly seen on the inside of the churches as on the 
outside. In vain hav the preachers and editors of 
the religious papers sought to rally their followers 
for a crusade against the desecrating Exposition. 
The denunciations of the preachers are laughed at 
by their own congregations. 

Mr. Shaw is quite right in considering the defeat 
of the Texas Sabbatarians significant and encour- 
aging, but he is mistaken in calling it a “local 
matter.” It is no more local than a fight between 
two divisions of opposing armies. Those divisions 
may be widely separated from the larger parts of 
their respectiv hosts, but that does not make the 
battle a local one. The issue is not a local dispute, 
and that is the one thing that determins the char- 
acter of the conflict. Every triumph won by the 
Sabbatarians, no matter where, counts as a moral 
force in the tremendous struggle, as does every 
victory achieved by the defenders of the free Sun- 
day. This is a conflict between light and darkness, 
between education and ignorance, between rational- 
ism and superstition, between liberty and despot- 
ism, between civilization and the church. The 
principles involved are of world-wide interest and 
every skirmish and every battle over them is an 
episode in a struggle upon the outcome of which 
depends the religious freedom of the people of 
every nation. The issue is, Sunday for the whole 
people or for the preachers exclusivly. The latter 
hav just as much right to claim any other day. 
The political church must be made to understand 
and to admit that it has no bill of sale of any day 
of the week. 


——— PDC ERE 

The way * Four Hundred Years of Freethought " 
is going it will not be long before we shall hav to 
get out a new edition. With such a constituency 
as Tur TnurH Sxrxzn has the eagerness with which 
it is taking this great work is the best possible 
answer to the very few criticisms bestowed upon 
Mr. Putnam's method. As a sample of what com- 
petent critics think of “Four Hundred Years,” we 
are proud to show our readers the following note 
from the gifted daughter of the ever-lamented 
Theron C. Leland : 

“ The ‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought’ arrived 
on my birthday. Iam very much pleased with the book, 
particularly Mr. Putnam’s opening exposition of the 
meaning of Freethought, I shall hand the book to peo- 
ple who ask me what Freethought means and what Free- 
thinkers are after for the future. Liuran LELAND.” 

te 

A football game at Grand Rapids, Mich., on No- 
vember 29th, compelled the Park Congregational 
church to postpone its annual Thanksgiving service 
to the evening, as the Sunday-school leader and 
many other backers of the local team wanted to see 
the game more than they did to participate in the 
Thanksgiving exercises. We hav not heard that 
the local team won; if it did not it is quite likely 
that the Sunday-school leader and the others did 
not feel very thankful in the evening, particularly if 
they lost much on the game. It would not be sur- 
prising if Judge Montgomery and his associates on 
the Michigan woolsack should now want the Sunday 
law stretched so as to cover Thanksgiving day. It 
is a shame that there is no law to prevent the men 
of God from being subjected io. an ignominious 
competition from two football elevens. By all 
means let us hav a Thanksgiving closing law. 

We hav received the National Secular Society’s 
Almanac for 1895. It is got out in new and at- 
tractiv shape, with a cover especially designed for 
it, and the contents are varied, interesting, and in- 
structiv. We notice, however, that there are many 
mistakes in the addresses of American lecturers. 
Several of these mistakes occurred in the Almanac 
for 1894 and one of the victims wrote to the pub- 
lisher pointing out some of the errors and offering 
to revise the list for the next number, but the 
friendly offer was evidently not considered. The 
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addresses of at least six of the lecturers are given | terred, by his special request, on his farm. Thef transmission. .Do not assume that the Editor will 
in wrong cities or states or both. Unquestionably | funeral services were entirely non-religious, as he |. find out all about these things through the daily 
there has been no late revision of the list. The | had wished, and were conducted by Dr. J. H. Ran-| papers; there are hundreds of those journals, and 
leading contributors to the Secular Almanac | dall, of Chicago. Leroy Dutton was one of the | there are only seven days in the week; something 
this year are George W. Foote, J. M. Wheeler, and | best-known of the Freethinkers of Iowa, and he} of vital importance to our cause may escape his eye 
Charles Watts. There area number of good se-| was loved and respected by all who had the honor | and yours may catch it in the nick of time; it will 
lected poems, including Putnam’s “Why Don’t] of his acquaintance. By industry and wise manage- j| be better for him to hav his attention called to it 
He Lend a Hand?”. Jeremy Bentham’s preface | ment he was in possession of a competence, and he | repeatedly than not to see it at all. So send along 
to his translation of Voltaire’s comic romance | never failed to giv generously to the cause with | theitems. In this connection we will request all the 
«The White Bull,” is liberally quoted. which he had for so many years been openly iden- | members of the Freethought Letter-Writing Corps 

tified. His home was always the Freethought pil- 


___-— 


We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn’t mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 

are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 
Comparisons based upon statistics are proverb- 
ially misleading, for it is very difficult to ascertain 
with any considerable degree of accuracy the rela- 
tion which two sets of figures bear to each other. 
It is not improbable, however, that an increase of 
education conterminous with a decrease of crime 
indicates that the two facts hav the connection of 
cause and effect. In 1870 the number of children 
in English schools was 1,500,000. At present the 
number is 5,000,000. The average number of per- 
sons in prisons and undergoing penal servitude has 
fallen from 12,000 to 5,000. As regards the worst 
crimes, the yearly average of persons sentenced to 
penal servitude has fallen from 3,000 to 800. In 
juvenil crime the number of young persons com- 
mitted has fallen from 14,000 to 5,000. The num- 
ber of paupers has decreased from forty-seven per 
thousand to twenty-two per thousand. Doubtless 
other factors than that of primary education hav 
aided to produce this marked decrease of crime— 
as registered in convictions—but its part is no 
doubt a very important one, and the general result 
is deeidedly gratifying, whatever the causes. 
— itio 
Friends far and near appreciate the importance 
of the campaign inaugurated in this state for the 
repeal of the Sunday laws which disgrace our stat- 
' ute books. They see that it is of vital importance 
that, above the half-hearted pleadings for the modi- 
fication of those laws in the interest of this or that 
class, there shall ring out a clear and unmistakable 
demand for their unconditional abrogation. It is 
not a question of expediency or of private privileges, 
but one of equal liberty and impartial justice. Among 
the others who hav promptly reached us helping 
hands is Mr. W. L. Taylor, of Hartford, Connecti- 
cut, who writes: 
‘Although nota resident of New York, my practical 
sympathy is with you in your legislativ campaign, and I 
inclose my contribution, $10. Let the good work go on,” 
Our old friend, D. M. Worley, of Lebanon, Ohio 
sends one dollar for the same work, and Mrs. Mary 
Dunham, of New London, Connecticut, contributes 
seventy-five cents, while Captain Silas Latham puts 
his hand in his pocket and hands over twenty-five 
dollars. This is encouraging and we heartily 
thank these comrades for their timely co-operation 
and hope that they will find many imitators. The 
petitions are being rushed out, and the state will 
be flooded with explanatory and argumentativ docu- 
ments if the funds come in to cover the expense of 
printing and to pay the postage. Let us make it 
uncomfortably hot for bigotry this winter. 
It is with deep regret that we learn of the death 
of Leroy Dutton, of Grand Mound, Clinton county, 
. Iowa. He died on December 20th, and was in- 


grim’s resting place, and it was a delightful oasis 
in the desert of hard work and Christian hatred. 
This home was filled with Liberal literature, with 
the pictures of the champions of human liberty, and 
the very atmosphere breathed of the grand new 
world that is slowly dawning. Mr. Dutton was one 
of the stanchest friends that D. M. Bennett had in 
the years when the foes of freedom and light were 
striving to crush him, and the name of THz Trura 
Srexer’s founder was a household word with all the 
Duttons, and particularly with Leroy Dutton and 
Flora, his wife now many years in the embrace of 
the universal mother. 
nett's enemy or lukewarm friend could not be the 
friend of the loyal Duttons. 
brothers, all Freethinkers, the genial Jerome died 
last year.and now the second follows him, leaving 
Lorenzo and Charles to fight yet many years, let 
us hope, for the disenthrallment and enlightenment 
of man. 
and he died without fear. 


reading season, and naturally the renewing of 
subscription season, we hope that our friends will 
make a little effort to send Ts: Taurum SrExER some 
new subscribers. 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic and dullness in the business world, 


Who ever was D. M. Ben- 


Of the four Dutton 


Leroy Dutton lived as became a true man 
May we all do as well. 


—_—_@— 


The fall and winter being more particularly the 


A good many of our old ones 


and we need some more to take their places and push 
on the work. Our friends hav never failed usin an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium 
offers printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 
word for us to their Liberal acquaintances. 

To those who feel like presenting Taz Tsurn 
Szrxer for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Trial Subscription offer opens the way at a small 
cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom Tue 
Trurs Sxxxzn is first sent this way become perma- 
nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 
of mental liberty. 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance to subscribe, and sent Tuk TRUTH SEEKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
all the Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 
We need them all. 


——PH— — 

The legislativ season is here. Congress is 
already at work, and many of the state legis- 
latures are also in session. Soon all will be, and 
this is the opportunity for the political Chris- 
tians. During the next six months these meddlers 
will be more activ than ever before. We want 
each of our readers to constitute him- or herself 
a committee of one to keep watch of the enemies 
of the secular state. Report to us immediately 
every movement of the theocrats. Look out for 
new Sunday laws and attempts to more rigor- 
ously enforce old ones; watch for appropriations 
to the church and to institutions under the con- 
trol of the church; gather all the facts that you 
can in relation to the exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation; be vigilant in regard to relig- 
ious teaching in the schools; note what is said 
and done about the employment and payment of 
chaplains; do not fail to keep informed and to in- 
form us as to the attacks which the anti-naturalists 
are sure to make on the agencies of expression and 


scribe. 


January 8........Canton, O. 
January 4........... Lima, O. 
January 5, Valparaiso, Ind. 
January 6. .... Chicago. Ill. 
January 7,Milwaukee, Mich 
January 8....Oshkosh, Wis. 
January 9.... Madison, Wis. 
January 10. Winona, Minn. 
Jan. 11, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Jan. 7.... 


at Prescott, Arizona. 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangements . 
for lectures at this time, and push the Freethought work. 


and all others who will now engage to write one 
letter each week to the target selected by the 
Captain to send us their names and addresses, not 
for publication, but that we may know how many 
there are, and so be better enabled to direct their 
activities. Let us make the coming year memorable 
in the annals of Secularism. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL’S lecture appointments: 


January 12..St. Paul, Minn. 
January 18...Duluth, Minn. 
January 14, EauCiaire, Wis. 
January 15, LaCrosse, Wis. 
January 16....Dubuque, Ia. 
Jan. 17... Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
January 18, Davenport, Ia. 
January 19, DesMoines, Ia. 
January 27, New York City. 


J. E. Remspura’s appointments: 


Jan. 3, 4.......Ashland, Ky. Jan. 8........ Louisville, Ky. 
Jan, 5....... Lexington, Ky. Jan. 9,10 Madisonville, Ky. 
Jan. 6. Covington, Ky. Jan, 11....Wadesville, Ind. 
Jan. 6......... Cincinnati, O. Jan. 12, 13...Petersburg, ‘‘ 


..Carroliton, Ind. 


S. P. Putnam’s lecture appointments: 
Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
It is hoped that friends in the 


Mr. Putnam will also arrange to lecture in New Mex- 


ico, Colorado, and Kansas on his return from Arizona. 


Those wishing lectures in any of these states will commu- 


nicate with S. P. Pntnam, 234 South Water street, Chi- 
cago. 


Mrs. Freeman’s lecture appointments: Philadelphia, 
Pa, Jan. 18th; Northport, L. T., Jau. 14th, 15th, and 
16th; Liberal Club, New Zork, Jau. 18th; Newark, N. J., 
Jan. 20th; Boston, Mass., Jan. 27th, Feb. 3d. and 10th.. 
Mrs. Freeman desires to lecture during the months of 
January and February along or near the above route. 
Those desiring to Secure dates not taken please write her 
at once, 1087 West Madison street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'elock. Program for January: 

January 4th—'' Banking and Currency Problems." 
Whidden Graham. : 

January 11th—‘‘ The Evolution and Use of the Bible.” 
T. B. Wakeman. 

January 18th—‘‘The Ideal of 776." 
man, of Chicago. 

January 26th—‘'The Third Consciousness or Sixth 
Sense." Prof. A. L. Rawson. 


Tur Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December; 


December 30tb, 1894—'* Why I am not a Christian.” 
Rabbi Tsaac M. Wise. 

January 6th, 1895—‘‘ False Claims of the Church.” Prof. 
John E. Remsburg, of Atchison, Kan. 

January 18th, 1895—''Christian Civilization or Civil 
Christianity, Which?" Mrs. M. P. Krekel, of Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

January 20th, 1895—''If Christ Came to Christianity.” 
Dr. G. Gordon Sattler. 

January 27th, 1895—'*The Bible in the Light of Higher 
Criticism.” Franklin Steiner, of Des Moines, Ia. . 


Tur Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.M., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
berchip. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Mrs. M. A. Free- 


Tur First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, leo- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tus Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock. All Liberal 
persons are invited to atiend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. ` 


Tur Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner's Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 


Tur Women’s Liberal Leazue of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'elock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Admission 
free. Ail welcome. 


Tur Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues.s 
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' The Sermon on the Mount. 
Y. 


Mat. vi, 5: « And when thou prayest, thou sh°lt 
not be as the hypocrits are; for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogs and in the corners of the 
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I 
say unto you, They hav their reward.” 6. * But 
thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy father 
which is in secret; and thy father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly.” All the way 
through Jesus’s teaching, you see, everything is to 
be done for a reward. Anyone would think that 
Jesus's idea was that no action could be good unless 
there were some external profitin it. It makes one 
think of wise old Mencius again, and his rebuke to 
the king who presumed that Mencius had come 
* provided with counsels to profit my kingdom." 
« Why must your majesty use that word ‘profit? 
What I am provided with are counsels to benevo- 


lence and righteousness, and these are my only: 


topics. Let also your majesty say, Benevolence 
and Righteousness, and these shall be the only 
themes. Why must you use that word * profit  " 

As I donot believe in prayer, I am of course una- 
ble to see any sublime morality in this injunction. 
God is said to be all-wise and unchangeable. Why 
pray to him for anything! He knows your want be- 
fore you do. Why pray to him to do anything? 
What he will do he knew before you existed ; if it is 
what you want, it must be done whether you pray or 
not; if it is not what you want done, he is unchange- 
able, and your prayer that he shall change his de- 
eree, ordered from all eternity,is an impious attempt 
to make the unchangeable mind change itself and 
destroy its attribute of unchangeableness. 

If it is right that your prayer should. be in secret, 
as Jesus says, why is it that Christians still do most 
of their praying in public, and that principally on 
one day in the week only? The main use of this 
ceremony nowadays seems to be to pray and wor- 
ship in publie in order to obtain & reputation for 
piety and sanctimonious life, under cover of which 
it is found much easier to rob banks and other pub- 
lic and private institutions. Prayer must be im- 
pious in theory; in practice, hypocrisy. All the 
great bank thieves, wreckers, and financial swindlers 
hav previously gained a great reputation for piety 
and prayerfulness. Don’t pray; it takes you into 
bad company. . 

The Lord’s prayer (Mat. vi, 7-13) : In his previous 
remarks Jesus has been telling you not to pray in 
the manner that the hypocrits (by which he gener. 
ally means scribes and pharisees) pray, but pray in 
secret. Now he adds, “ But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they think 
that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 
Be ye not, therefore, like unto them; for your 
heavenly father knoweth what things ye hav need 
of, before you ask him. After this manner, there- 
fore, pray ye.” Then follows the well-known Lord’s 
Prayer, beginning, “Our father which art in 
heaven,” etc. 

Jesus intimates that he will giv you a new and 
original form of prayer; it has always passed for 
his own, and has been called the Lord’s Prayer in 
consequence. There is nothing original about it. 
It is a mere ** vain repetition” of the prayers of these 
same hypocrits and heathens that he is denouncing, 
and is made up of fragments of the prayers then 
current amongst the very people he is warning you 
not to imitate. Wetstein says: “It is a curious 
fact that the Lord’s Prayer may be reconstructed 
almost verbatim out of the Talmud” (quoted by 
Greg, 321, out of Mackay’s “ Progress of Intellect,” 
ii, 379). Janes (“Study of Primitiv Christianity,” 
p. 36) says: “Some of the prayers in use in the 
synagogs in these early periods hav been preserved 
to us in the writings of the rabbis. They contain 
such familiar expressions as these—as familiar 
doubtless to the ears of the youthful Jesus as to 
our own: “ Our father, who art in heaven, proclaim 
ihe unity of thy name, and establish thy kingdom 
perpetually.” “Let us not fall into the power of 
sin, transgression, or iniquity, and lead us not into 
temptation.” ‘Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the 
power, the glory, and the majesty.” “Our father 
who art in heaven, thy will be done on high; do 
whatsoever seemeth good in thy sight. Giv me 
only bread to eat, and raiment to put on. Forgiv, 
O Lord, those who hav this day offended thee.” 

Not only is the prayer itself a “vain repetition” 
of that of these very hypocrits, but when he tells 
you not to “use vain repetitions as the heathens 
do, for they think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking,” he is not even here teaching any 
new thought. He is only re-echoing the preacher 


in Ecclesiastes (v, 1-3): * Keep thy foot when thou. 


goest to the home of God, and be more ready to 
hear than to giv the sacrifice of fools; for they con- 


sider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy 
mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter 
anything before God; for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth; therefore let thy words be few. 
A fool’s voice is known by a multitude of words." 

Mat. vi, 14, 15: “For if ye forgiv men their 
trespasses, your heavenly father will also forgiv you; 
but if you forgiv not men their trespasses, neither 
will your father forgiv your trespasses.” 

Peter asked (Mat. xiii, 21, 22): * Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgiv him? 
till seven times?” Jesus replied, “I say not unto 
you, until seven times; but until seventy times 
seven.” . 

As far as forgivness goes, it is right for men to 
forgiv, just as it is right not to bear hatred to ene- 
mies, because unforgivness and hatred, carried be- 
yond ju t resentment, simply soil men's characters, 
both with the hater and the hated. The real truth 
is well expressed by Edgar Fawcett thus: 

Ienvy not the ethio range 
Ot him whose virtues would require 


That wrong and right should interchange 
For so much heaven like so much hire. . 


Nor deem philanthrophy hath laws 
To dole thee pay like sordid pelf; 

Love thou thy fellowman because 
To hate him were to soil thyself! 

Jesus teaches that we are to forgiv in order that 
God may forgiv us, a most immoral doctrin, because 
if God exists he cannot forgiv. It does not matter 
whether your conception of the ultimate cause of 
things is a God, or whether you disbelieve in God 
and in his place put the universal Cosmos, the sum 
of all nature. The result, as far as the conse- 
quences of actions go, is identical in each case. 
Cause producing effect, and effect again becoming 
cause, a8 inexorably as the grinding of the fabled 
mills of the gods, that must be the logical concep- 
tion. As Greg (p. 337) says, “the punishment of 
sin consists in the consequences of sin.” Neither 
God, nor nature, can avert the consequences of any 
act once done; and most of all the idea that God 
could forgiv sin is monstrous and immoral, especially 
so when taken in conjunction with the Christian 
doctrin of forgivness following on repentance for 
sin. The last thing that God could forgiv, the 
thing that he positivly could not forgiv, is implied 
in the idea that his eternal laws could be broken 
and man not suffer the consequences, more or less, 
according to the degree of his misdoing. 

When Jesus represents (Luke xv, 7) more joy in 
heaven over the repentance of one sinner than over 
ninety-nine just persons that need no repentance, 
he is describing a very just human feeling, because 
the fewer sinners there are on earth, the less evil 
and bad results there will be to mankind. Men are 
justified by the nature of their surroundings in for- 
giving, in giving merit to repentance, and in saying 
“go and sin no more,” and in letting the matter 
rest there. But to ascribe any such power to God 
is merely to clothe him with one more human and 
impossible attribute, and to make your conception 
of him the more that of a man-God; and the more 
man-like your conception of God is, the more con- 
tradictory it becomes. 

Mat. vi, 16-18. This saying applies to fasting, 
so we need not notice it at length, except to say 
that the only possible connection between fasting 
and morality is, that 2 man with an empty stomach 
is much less likely to be inclined to morality than a 
man with a full one. It was probably fasting, inter- 
larded with a diet of such generous richness as 
locusts and wild honey, that made all these old 
prophets so fanatical, impractical, and visionary. 
Probably very few of them, Jesus included, would 
hav had any of their visions if they had been prop- 
erly fed. A man living on a healthy diet would not 
hav been very likely to invite people “to eat of his 
flesh, and drink of his blood" (John vi, 58, et seg.). 
The day before Jesus issued this invitation he had 
performed the feat of feeding five thousand men on 
five loaves and two small fishes. So his share of 
the feast was probably a very tiny one, and it is 
understandable that he should hav been delirious 
ihe next day, and hav mistaken himself for bread 
and meat and drink. Even a cat fed on flies is 
said to grow thin and poor, though tkey relish 
such food; but I never heard that cats became 
visionary or inspired on it. Of nearly all of these 
inspired prophets it is related that they were on 
the verge of starvation or lived on such food as the 
juicy and succulent locust and wild honey. John 
the Baptist lost his head on this diet long before 
Herod had it cut off for him. 

l Cuas. B. Coorzr. 
TO BE CONTINUED. 


When renewing for Tue TaurH Seexer add 
twenty-five cents fora copy of the AxwvaL. It is 
great. 


Freethought and the Bible. 

Freethought and investigation, and the exercise 
and cultivation of the judgment unbiased by preju- 
dice and uninfluenced by self-aggrandizement or 
popularity, is the right and duty of all. Allowing - 
others to think for us and adopting their views, 
without consulting our own reason, has led the 
masses in all ages into error and ignorance. 

All great reforms and achievements that contrib- 
ute to the welfare of the human race, are the fruits 
of Freethought. Civilization and the emancipation 
of the human race from the oppression of the dark 
ages, when human life was of as little consequence 
as that of a goat or sheep, has been accomplished 
by the genius and independence of men without re- 
gard to what others might say, do, or believe. 
Creeds hav fought them at every step, and many of 
the brightest intellects and noblest benefactors hav 
been imprisoned, tortured, or slain by the decrees 
of pontifical courts and ecclesiastical tribunals, and 
by priests and potentates claiming to be agents of 
God. 

Creeds, dogmas, and isms, the phantoms of the 
imagination of man in his crude state, dwindle into 
mere falsehoods when reason and common sense 
turn their microscopic eyes upon them, yet they still 
liv, a curse to the world. 

The Mosaic account of the creation bears upon 
its every page the stamp of ignorance. The whole 
story of the making of Adam and the subsequent 
method resorted to to produce Eve; the garden 
with its tempting but forbidden fruit; the intro- 
duction of the serpent by God himself to lead his 
only son and daughter to transgression, thus be- 
coming aider and abbettor in the crime; the curse 
pronounced upon the whole unborn human race in 
consequence of their first parents falling victims to 
God’s own cunning scheme of deception and seduc- 
tion, and the curse pronounced upon the serpent 
for faithfully performing the part set him in the 
great drama or tragedy, that he should go upon his 
belly ever after when he never went otherwise, is 
the simplest and most detestable nonsense that ever 
emanated from the brains of man, and is a scan- 
dalous libel on the God they profess to love and 
worship. 

Also the tragic account of Cain and Abel and the 
failure of God's design that Cain should be a fugi- 
tiv and vagabond in the earth, and the marking or 
branding him Soe Western ranchmen do their cattle), 
“lest any finding him might kil him,” when the 
human race composed only himself, father, and 
mother; then, when we take into account how Cain 
played a lone hand and euchred the Lord, by going 
to dwell in the land of Nod, knew his wife, and 
built up a city, we hav reached a point of simplicity 
or duplicity that has no parallel outside the Bible. 

And, again, the fabulous story of the flood, the 
Lord choosing Noah as his right bower, the collec- 
tion of male and female of all animals and creeping 
things from the whole world's surface, their jour- 
neying thousands and thousands of miles over seas 
and sandy deserts, across rivers, lofty mountains, 
and extensiv plains; from the frigid and the torrid 
zone, from the land of ever-blooming flowers and 
from the perpetual snows and icebergs of the polar 
regions, to take passage in a rude craft that afforded 
less than three square feet per capita, by modern 
measurement, with no ventilation, save one hole of 
less dimension than the hatchway of an ocean 
steamer, shows the prevailing ignorance of the 
vastness of the universe at that epoch of the world’s 
history. ! 

The total destruetion of the whole human race, 
save Noah and his family, to restore the races yet 
unborn to the perfect goodness of their first parents 
when first from the hands of the Lord, proved also 
a failure, for men soon became * wicked and evil 
continually," and after two disastrous failures the 
Lord made use of Moses and the sword to reclaim 
fallen man. i 

Moses’ education had been somewhat neglected, 
for with no less a personage to assist him than the 
Lord, be was forty days on the mount to formulate 
the Ten Commandments, that any country justice 
or town clerk could compile in as many minutes. 
Neverthelese, Moses is represented as being the 
best man, for when the Lord’s wrath waxed hot 
against his chosen people, * Moses besought the 
Lord, and he repented the evil he had thought to do 
them.” : 

But the most diabolical destructiv butchery dic- 
tated by licentious lust and filthy lucre, wus the de- 
struction of the Midianites and the confiscation of 
their vast possessions, the burning of all their cities, . 
and the putting to death all the men and women, 
and all the males among the little ones, and saving 
32,000 virgins for Moses and Eleazar the priest’s 
use. The Lord was said to hav a share of the booty 
and beauty, but failing to put in an appearance, his 
portion went to other participants in the outrage, 
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Who ean believe that such an unprovoked massacre [The Manhatt i ‘lub.—C i : 
of innocence was the fulfillment of a command from ib Tait dai s id 


the Lord as recorded in the “book of books?” 

And, again, Joshua commanding the sun to stand On the evening of December 28th the oldest Lib- 
still that he might annihilate the defeated, fleeing | °T#! organization in New York, and probably the 
people; and the Lord, knowing what Josh wanted. oldest in the United States, celebrated its twenty- 

fifth anniversay in German -Masonic hall, where its 


stopped the earth in its accustomed revolution. : : 
Samson and the three hundred foxes with firebrands | *°8¥lar meetings have been held for the past four- 
teen years, many of which have been reported for 


tied to the tails; Jonah taking passage in the 
stomach of the big fish; the Lord sending two she- thes e columns at more or less length by the * Man 
with the Badgepin.” There was a full house soon 


bears to destroy, tear limb from limb and joint from : ’ 
joint, forty thoughtless children for telling a bald- after eight o’clock, and late comers found standing 
room only. A few seats had been reserved for 


headed old tramp to.go up. where God sub 
p togo up. where God subsequently present and former members, but only a few of the 


took him bodily without change of raiment. Also 3 
the colloquy between the Lord and Satan the devil, latter could be rallied ; many have moved far away, 
and many are too far along in years to risk night 


resulting in the most inhuman affliction of God's z PEE : PT 

faithful servant to convince his satanic majesty that ied in winter. M ind n DE 

Job was the best h in th ; : e regular program began with an address by the 
orse in the race, dog in the rm8, | president, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. Then came a brief 


or cock in the pit ! histori : : : 
These and many others might be mentioned as Me iw ob: d bord d eae 

th th i i od as , : ed in some 
e Mother Goose stories of the ignorant ages of reminiscences by Mr. Wilson MacDonald. These 


the past, and should never be allowed in any house- iwo are the onir members whose certificaten dat 
hold in the land. i E Hle J . ce e 
old in the land. They rob their God of all the at back to 1869 and who have continued as regular at- 


tri S - 
ributes of love, justice, merey, power, and good tendants. Others have come and gone, and some 


ness, and reduce him to a level with man in the : : 

earliest ages of his existence, when the masses were Adsl si tr did Beaders of vue mann 

ruled by brute force, regardless of age, condition, tion end amusement. Therefore their devotion Ke 

or Dui ingsville, Vt L. Davus. on this: occasion rewarded by the presentation of 
as elegant gifts provided by their friends in the club 

and audience. 


proper limitations are occasionally over-stepped it 
is better so than that too little truth be told be- 
cause of-an oppressive sense of restraint such as 
pervades some more élite societies. Furthermore, 
if the tender svmpathies of spectators. with a fellow 
feeling for a fellow creature, sometimes suffer shock, 
they will please remember that the sensibilities of 
the victim are so often anaesthetized by his own 
self-satisfied state of mind that the vivisection is 
hot so cruel as it seems. l 

The Liberal Club has kept well in the middle of 
the road; it has not been lured into any narrow 
path of one-ideaism, nor has it adopted any set of 
principles. articles of faith, creed or platform except 
the one broad plank of truth for its own sake; we 
seek truth that makes us free and freedom that 
makes for truth, and if any point of view or set of 
ideas has not received fair attention the fault lies 
with the advocates of such views who have failed to 
uphold them here. Orthodoxy of the old style had 
for a long time among us a worthy champion, but 
it is many years since Her-man Shook the dust of 
our platform from his feet, and no other has come 
to fill his place and hold the fort for salvation by 
blood and faith. In many other respects we are 
unfortunately lacking in the element of diversity 
which gives zest to debates, and it should be our 
effort to encourage bright men of diverse opinions 
to our meetings and our platform. They need us 
and we need them. The amendment to the con- 
stitution just adopted will probably improve, diver- 
sify, and enliven the debates, as it will enable us to 
make associate members with the right to take part 
in debate of those who have lectured for us ac- 
ceptably. 

Another class to whom we owe much I must 
speak of as friends, since for reasons best known to 
themselves they have preferred not to be enrolled on 
the members’ list Many familiar faces have been 
seen here oftener than our regular members, and 
very likely some of them have contributed as much 
in nickels at the door as members have in dues. 
Their interest and support on this basis is of course 
appreciated, but their enrollment as members would 
add to our importance and strength. Our actual 
membership looks small in view of the average at- 
tendance of about two hundred—souls, some would 
say: Solons, say I. All in sympathy with our pur- 
poses are desired as members, whatever their creed 
or sex. We would exclude only professional bores, 
boors, scurrilous and turbulent fellows, and Jesuits, 
or thóse who would assume the garb of liberty in 
order the more easily to destroy it. One of the 
first mottoes of the Liberal Club, printed on its 
early certificates of membership, was from Thomas 
Jefferson—« Error of opinion may be safely toler- 
ated when truth is left free to combat it”—and we 
hold out the right hand of fellowship to all~who 
will accept it on that basis. It has been and is the 
real home of “the party of progress,” which has 
been defined as “the one most capable of appreciat- 
ing and acting on the foremost ideas of this age— 
which are toleration, respect for work and opinions 
which differ from one’s own, and united action upon 
a common platform of humanity, irrespective of in- 
dividual diversity.” We can tolerate anyone except 
the man or party that would scheme to undermine 
the liberty under which we enjoy existence. We 
abhor the vacuum which would be left if we were 
smothered to death by tyrannous creeds. _ 

The Liberal Club has made no alliance except 
with the American Secular Union, by which we are 
committed to the nine demands for entire separa- 
tion of church and state, in accord with the original 
plans of the fathers of the republic. Acceptance 
of this principle ard continued effort for its main- 
tenance are necessary for self-protection—it is, in 
fact, our fight for life, for the conditions essential 
to existence. With God in the Constitution and 
the agents of the pope or the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union and the National “ Reform” As- 
sociation piloting or scuttling the ship of state, the 
political atmosphere would become lethal to the 
Liberal Club. Nothing just like it ever took root 
and found suitable soil and favorable air in king- 
and-priest ridden countries, while here the climate 
is so favorable that many other such societies are 
flourishing in large cities. In Mr. Putnam’s late 
book. «Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” he 
has given quite along account of all the Liberal 
organizations in this country, including some that 
have died out. The first noted in this city was the 
Free Inquirers’ Association, which met at Military 
hall, in the Bowery, in 1845—fifty years ago. Peter 
Eckler still lives to tell of it. How long it lived is 
not reported, and no other is mentioned until the 
New York Liberal Club was formed in 1869, of 
which this club is the surviving heir or partner. 
When a one-celled organism takes up too much new 
material it is apt to split, or, by a process of fission, 
become two similar organisms, each partaking of 


Salvation by Meanness. 


And another thing I would do if I were a Chris- 
tian. I should respect Jesus too much to permit 
him to pay the whole of my indebtedness. I 
think it the meanest and most sycophantish atti- 
tude possible to go about singing: 


THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

. It is generally wise not to talk too much about 
oneself, but that is what the Liberal Club meets for 
this evening, and as its friends have been invited to 
rejoice with us on this occasion of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary, we assume that they will expect to 
hear us talk of its history, work, objects, and hopes. 
Social and political organizations, nations, empires, 
and states. come and go in the course of events, 
their origin and existence depending on the needs 
and forces which call them into being and maintain 
them. The Liberal Club was organized to fill a long 
felt want, and will continue so long as there is need 
for it. Times change, and with them the require- 
ments of men and the means for satisfying them. 
There has been great change in the habitat of the 
Liberal Club in twenty-five years. New York city 
has expanded wonderfully, and very many of our 
old-time members have been drawn to far-away dis- 
tricts, to the suburbs, or to other states. But per- 
haps no less remarkable has been the increase of 
opportunities to satisfy the demand of progressive 
people for means of thought exchange. Those who 
will speak after me know better than I the condi- 
tions of twenty-five years ago, but my belief is that 
the Liberal Club then stood alone in affording a 
platfcrm for the exposition of new ideas in this 
city, and that its birth was a sort of spontaneous 
generation growing out of the need of a Free- 
thought exchange. Now there are many other out- 
lets for the activity of liberal, progressive thought 
and the comparison ‘of ideas. Among social organ- 
izations there is the Nineteenth Century Club for 
those who prefer to handle knotty problems with 
gloved hands; the Twilight Club for those who 
feel safer to temper the acerbity of debate with the 
feeling of good fellowship conferred by dining well ; 
the Sunrise Club, on similar lines, but somewhat 
more bohemian and democratic; besides many 
other societies for special study or propaganda, such 
as those of the Socialists, Anarchists, Spiritualists, 
Theosophists, Single Taxers, Woman Suffragiste, 
and others for the study cf social economics, peli- 
tics, government, municipal reform, etc. While not 
in direct competition with the Liberal Club, it must 
be that such societies draw away from it and serve 
the intellectual and benevolent needs of many act- 
ive, earnest, and able workers who under the condi- 
tions of twenty-five years ago would have found 
here the best opportunity for advancing their ideas 
and particular interests. No doubt they are right 
in thinking they can do more effective work for 
their chosen causes in the various clubs organized 
for special work. 

It still remains, however, the function of the 
Liberal Club to afford a free platform and open 
arena for debating all isms, ologies, and reforms, 
and those who derive most satisfaction from more 
practical work in their favorite lines may still find it 
greatly to their advantage to bring their hobbies 
here for inspection and criticism, lest they, like 
blind lovers, fail to discover the defects or unsound- 
ness Of their pet fancies. The poet Burns thought 
it would be a great.boon to us if we could see our- 
selves.as others see us. The Liberal Club generally 
affords the means to that end, though it does not 
always unhorse the hobby rider or save him from 
his delusions. It still continues to offer the most 
free. platform or greatest latitude for discussion 
compatible with order and decency, If these 


** Nothing in my hands I bring; 

Simply to thy cross I cling.” 
A man who could submit to be “saved” by such a 
passive process is certainly not worth the “saving.” 
Man is simply what he can do. If he can do noth- 
ing, he ¿s nothing. Man may yet be “saved” by 
self-respect, but certainly never by self-abasement. 
The nailing of all the rest of creation up to trees 
would not help you one iota. Salvation—and dam- 
nation, too—is personal, not vicarious. When I 
hear of saints mean enough to try, in their own self- 
ish interest, to ignore the law of inexorable des 
tiny by which every physical, mental, and moral tub 
must stand on its own bottom, I am reminded of 
the following incident : 

The famous surgeon, Velpeau, was visited one 
day at his house, during the consultation hour, by 
a marquis renowned for his meanness. Velpeau in- 
formed the marquis that an operation was urgent 
and that the fee would amount to 4,000 francs. ` At 
this the marquis made awry face, and left. A fort- 
night later Dr. Velpeau, while making his rounds in 
the Hospital de la Charité, had his attention at- 
tracted by a face that seemed familiar to him. In 
answer to his inquiry, it was stated that the pa- 
tient was a footman ofa nobleman in the Faubourg 
Saint Germain. The surgeon found that his case 
resembled in every particular the somewhat un- 
usual one for which the marquis had consulted him 

_a fortnight previously. He refrained, however, from 
making any comment. i 

Three weeks after the operation, when the pa- 
tient was about to be discharged, Dr. Velpeau 
called him aside, and exclaimed: «Monsieur, I am 
extremely flattered and pleased to hav been able 
to eure:you. There is, however, a small formality 
with which you will hav to comply before I can 
sign your exeat, that is, you will hav to write a 
cheque for 10.000 francs on behalf of the public 
charity bureau of our metropolitan districts.” The 
patient's face became livid. “You can do what you 
like about it,” continued the doctor, “but if you 
refuse, all Paris will know to-morrow that the Mar- 
quis de D adopted the disguise of a footman in 
order to secure free treatment at this hospital, and 
to usurp the place which belongs by right to a 
pauper.” To be cured on the cheap, this marquis 
assumed the guise of a footman. To be “saved” 
on the cheap. the orthodox betakes himself to the 
attitude of a louse. — Saladin. 


An Hour's Refleetion. 


Ten minutes I've thought on the time I hav wasted— 
How sad the reflection, poignant with pain! . 
Ten minutes I’ve thought on the pleasures I’ve tasted, 

On the vortex of folly fallacious and vain. 


Ten minutes I've pondered my present’ condition— 
Life's glorious meridian clouded and past; |, 
Ten minutes I’ve sighed that in hope’s full fruition, 

My span of existence ever was cast. 


Ten minutes I’ve given the dark, dreary future, 
Which still is impending to mark my decline; 

Ten minutes I’ve-wept and devoted to nature— 
Oh, what p ead hour of reflection was mine} 
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the substance and character of the parent, and thus 
exhibiting, as Weissman claims, a sort of immortal- 
ity in the flesh; but, like the two workers in the 
All 
this is typical of what happened to the Liberal 
Club in 1877, owing to too rapid absorption of in- 
There was a fission into two 
The other half, long since defunct, took 
the name, but. as is in evidence this evening, the 
vital spark and energy, and the nucleus, remained 
with this branch, so that we are proud to be able 
to exhibit some of the original substance or several 
molecules that helped to shape the original body. 
Of the real active early members, I find that about 
twenty are still living in this city, and they, together 
with later comers, have been especially invited to 


field, “one may be taken and the other left.” 


compatible elements. 
halves. 


attend this evening. 


Mr. Putnam’s book shows that more than one 
hundred societies have been started iargely after 


the plan of this, with similar aims and methods, but 
he remarks that most of them have adopted Free- 
thought as the sole issue, giving but little attention 
to social and economic questions. I think, how- 
ever, that the more successful and promising ones 
are like ours in being unlimited in scope and inter- 
ests. We claim that “the boundless universe is 
ours” to study and discuss, including all human in- 
terests, and no pent-up policy can satisfy our insa- 
tiable appetite for new worlds to conquer. Anyone 
who can aid us to comprehend our relations to the 
world, or instruct us how to improve our relations 
to one another, is welcome as speaker, member, or 
visitor. Like the patent office, we accept the new 
and useful from whatever source. If we are not 
easily convinced, we are at least attentive listeners, 
and that is all the advocate of a new thought can 
ask for. Our aim is to insure the continuance of 
this free platform, and our hope that every city and 
town in the United States shall become liberal and 
wise enough to establish one like it. 


After the president’s address Mr. T. B. Wake- 
man gave a brief outline sketch of the formation of 
the Club, and showed the certificate signed by 
Horace Greeley as president and D. T. Gardener 
as secretary, of membership of one of the oldest 
members, this certificate and other documents hav- 
ing been presented for the occasion by Professor 
Bibikof, who was present, as also were Messrs. 
M. R. Leverson, W. L. Ormsby, Dr. C. S. Weeks, 
and other pioneers. Mr. Wakeman continued as 
follows : ‘ 

Lapres AND GExTLEMEN: I am ordered to say 
something about “ Philosophy of, and at, the Lib- 
eral Club." The philosophy of the Liberal Club 
may be summed up as an interrogation point (t). 
In that respect the club seems to be unprecedented. 
Our president, Dr. Foote, has been rummaging an- 
cient and modern times to find its like, but so far 
in vain, for in the fact that it has no limitation this 
club may have had no predecessor. Many, indeed, 
and various have been the societies for debating or 
discussion for the sake of the exercise or for the 
amusement to be obtained thereby or for the fur- 
therance of some particular or general views. But 
the fact of an unlimited thought exchange, per se, 
on the basis of the furtherance of the truth only, 
and in which every * transaction shall be a reality,” 
the highest reality the speaker can reach—of that, 
when and where shali we find the example? The 
nearest to it our doctor can find seems to be old 
Socrates himself, who, unluckily for himself, started 
out in old Athens, some four hundred years before 
our so called Christ, to knock the nonsense out of 
people with an interrogation point, or rather by 
sticking it into them so as to let the stupidity run 
out as a natural consequence of their efforts to re- 
cover from the thrust. But Socrates never lived to 
celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of his method, 
because the recoil of it gave him too severe an inti- 
mation of how the vested interests of religion and 

politics appreciated the unbiased inquiry after 

truth for truth’s sake even in enlightened Greece. 
Still that effort, though rough on Socrates, was not 
a failure, as far as Truth was concerned; for he 
was ever after hailed as the Father of Philosophy 
and of Philosophers, as thus we read in the lovely 
words of Milton about Athens: 

Of Socrates—see there his tenement— 

Whon, well inspired, the oracle pronounced 

Wisest of Men; from whose mouth issued forth 

Mellifluous streams that watered al? the schools 

Of Academies, old and new. 

But then you may sharply ask, If Socrates could 
not but fail to reach twenty-five years of inquiry 
after Truth in Athens, “the eye of Greece,” how 
has the Liberal Club, his last and perhaps now his 
only successor, done that very thing in New York, 
the mouth of the great American Republic, without 
being snapped up between its two ponderous jaws 
of Church and State. We reply that the Liberal 


keeps thought in action as to what then “could or 
shall I say." No such impulse to thought or educa- 
tion can exist under any other mode of thought ex- 
change. 

Nor less has this club been an outlet and a safety 
valve, and thus a great benefit, to the community. 
More than once has a noble and devoted soul, pos- 
sessed, as Heine says, by *an idea” too big for him 
or out of all possible practicality, had the saving 
truth of that state of things revealed to him from 
this platform. No wonder that the superabundant 
police force of our great city has reached its present 
idleness and consequent corruption. They have had 
little to do. The Nihilists, the Anarchists, and the 
too bumptious Socialists have really been quelled by 
the many discussions their representatives and ideas 
have had at the Liberal Club. Their eye-teeth were 
so effectually drawn here that no serious biting, in 
America, could be done afterwards. So that the 
great wave of real reform should be to extend the 
Liberal clubs and cut down the police; for, as Jef- 
ferson said, “Error may be safely tolerated when 
truth is left free to combat it.” 

That freedom of combat is the real protection of 
every Republic. And that Protection is one of the 
greatest blessings of the Liberal Club to the Pub- 
lic. Truth, or even the search for it, is the great 
Savior, reconciler, pacificator. That this is its 
blessing is seen in the general harmony of our 
Club's history. The qualifications sought for its 
members and participators have been Love of 
Truth, ability, order, and decency. These four—no 
more! Pretty generally have these great indis- 
pensables been found constant among us. During 
its quarter of a century, the Club has black-balled 
no one, and expelled no one—but one-—and he was 
a Protestant Minister, who could not be convinced 
by precept or example that * Order is Nature's first 
Law,” to which even the Ministers of Jehovah must 
Submit. So with all that tenderness, with which 
the good old Angler, Isaac Walton, used to put a 
worm on his hook, “as though he loved him,” 
this Club was constrained to drop this «child of 
God" over the breastworks, and we fear that he 
landed in Hell, for the next thing we heard of him 
he was furiously agitating for the abolition of that, 
theologically speaking, most useful institution. 
Thus even he afterwards continued good Liberal 
Club-work. But otherwise, there has been needed 
among us only the gentle intimation of audience 
or officer that Truth, ability, order, and dezency 
were the real corner-stones of the Club to insure 
for them the hearty co-operative respect of all. If 
some things too fresh or broad have sometimes es- 
caped a speaker, the general sense of all have raised 
the discussion to the higher considerations of that 
Pure Humanity which covers, absorbs, purifies, 
and atones for all individual failings and limita- 
tions, and thus makes even them the means of our 
elevation. 

Thus our club has done its work, without money 
or pretense, or patronage or patronizing. It has 
helped to enlighten, educate, and encourage thou- 
sands who have left its walls, and who now repre- 
sent it in nearly every part of the world. Sister 
Societies have grown out of its influence and exam- 
ple—and many more should thus grow, until in 
every city and even village of our Great Republic, 
there should be a Liberal Club of men and women, 
inspiring, enlightening, and educating each other. 
Such clubs may well have the Socratic motto 
“Know thyself,” but also the motto of Diderot, 
the French Socrates, n 

Know the True in order to do the Good, 
let us add—to thyself, and to others! for both in 
the end are one. 


Wilson McDonald followed with one of his lively 
speeches, which he began with a castigation of the 
lecturer at the previous session of the Club, and 
ended with an onslaught on the Lexow Committee, 
the latter part calling out most decided expressions 
both of approval and disapproval. He gave several 
reminiscences of the early days and of the old- 
timers who ornamented them, contributing, as 
ever, greatly to the merriment of the meeting. 

The president, in a neat and taking speech fairly 
bubbling over with wit and humor, and actually 
bristling with puns of excellent quality, sentenced 
the two charter members, who have continued to 
take an active interest in the club, to undergo cer- 
‘tain punishments which their peculiar and often- 
repeated offenses seemed to merit. The offenders 
were Thaddeus B. Wakeman and Wilson McDonald. 
The former was presented with the Irving edition 
of Shakspere, in eight volumes, finest leather and 
gilt binding, and enjoined to carefully read the 
same and give the club the benefit of his studies. 
Mr. McDonald received a large recent work on 
Greek sculpture, and the “Standard” Dictionary. 
The commands laid upon him were numerous, and ` 


A 


Club has been a little wiser and has managed things 
a little better than Socrates. His way was to prac- 
tically commit intellectual murder by running his 
interrogation dagger right into a man and make 
him cry out and show up his ignorance, stupidity, 
and lying on the spot. Think of tbis, and it is a 
wonder that Socrates lived as long as he he did. 
The Liberal Club does its better work in a better 
and a wiser way. It asks no questions, but invites 
* the inquirers after Truth" (and who is not such ?) 
to come upon its platform and show what of it they 
have or by failure to commit hari kari. This he is 
willing to try by way of exoneration and proof of 
the fact that he is a real live Truth Seeker— real 
live man, and not the dummy or automaton of some 
fossil ereed or custom. 

Now nothing is better for the speaker’s health or 
the growth of the audience, or the welfare and 
health of the community, than this method of ex- 
hibiting live men in action in the pursuit of truth. 
Nothing tends so forcefully toward real education 
as this individual and public revelation of what the 
thinker really is, and what he really stands for. 
The situation convinces all at once of Goethe’s solid 
maxim, “ There is no wisdom save in Truth." Here 
no other test or criterion but the Truth can be of 
any possible avail. The speaker, by his position, 
becomes at once an apostle, and therefore a Seeker 
after Truth, and a proclaimer of the highest truth 
he can attain to. Socrates drove and ridiculed people 
toward the truth; with us they are delighted to 
seize upon the Truth in self defense, and thus of 
their own accord become its worshipers. Yet, at 
the same time, they do not become fanatics or big- 
ots, but rather reconcilers, for the highest’ truths 
they can grasp are held up for comparison with the 
highest that others can reach, and the contrast’ 
soon shows that while all may have some, no one can 
grasp all of the truth at once, and that co-operation 
in truth seeking is as much a necessity of intellect- 
ual, as it is of political and economic progress. 
Our discussions are not, therefore, ordinary nor 
technical debates following hair-splitting distinc- 
tions, or sticking close to a speaker’s set of defini- 
tions. We enjoy on the contrary a new and broader 
statement of higher views of truths, and of their 
relations, that will knock the debating hair-splitter 
end wise and. make rubbish of his limitations. This 
contrast with higher views is what sets him free 
and gets him out of his fencings—out into the 
glorious clear /—far more than College Education 
could possibly do. We have heard it said more than 
once that to stand fight, or even to listen for one 
year at the Liberal Club, is worth far more than a 
year at college. And why not, for at most all of 
the colleges the student is simply intellectually cas- 
trated and fenced in under the pretense of being 
educated. Unless he escapes from college as a 
rebel he is ruined as far as truth is concerned. At 
this club you have no fences; you are challenged to 
use every faculty in its pursuit, and to acquire 
every truthful means possible to sustain the very 
jewel of your soul, the highest Truth, Faith, and 
Ideal you have or can acquire! But why, we re- 
peat, are people ready and even longing to take 
part in these earnest Contrasts of Views? Let the 
Liberal Poet Heine answer: 


We do not take possession of our ideas, but are possessed 
by them, 

They master us and force us into the arena, where, like 
gladiators, we must fight for them. 


But it is only the nobler souls who feel that must, 
and have ideas, who are thus forced! The second- 
hand souls, the echoes, the stupids, the parrots, the 
automatons have no call to the arena of this plat- 
form. But to the men and women of ideas, this 
club is the only great opportunity they have to find 
out what those ideas which possess them are really 
worth in the great market of thought, the progress 
of the world. And ¿hat worth more than anything 
else do they really need and want to know. 

But it is not only those who speak for their ideas 
in these discussions who are educated by others and 
thus made charitable towards them. Knowledge, 
with enlargement of head and heart, like Shakspere's 
mercy, is twice blessed. ‘It blesseth him who gives 
and him who takes.” The audience are also made to 
see and to feel a world of sincerity of thought, of. 
inquiry, and of research which they can never else- 
where find or enjoy. There is no stimulus to solid 
and informing reading and study equal to the im- 
pulses that go out from the contests of living souls 
for what they believe to be the highest and the best. 
Not mere prize-fights, but Cromwell battles for the 
soul’s final hope and trust, make everyone see that 
his own soul is also upon trial. Then, too, he must 
be prepared to defend this his highest conviction, 
for the exigencies of the contest may require him 
at the front. This feeling that he may be called to 
speak at any time is a constant mainspring that 
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their effect upon the subject will be salutary if he 
can disentangle them from the puns with which Dr. 
Foote harnessed them, and render loving obedience 
thereto. Later in the evening the recipients of 
these testimonials from their associates gave thanks 
in speeches which, together with the picture they 
presented as they stood together on the platform 
and exchanged the tender compliments with which 
they are accustomed to deluge each other, added 
immensely to the hilarity of the occasion and the 
good nature of the audience. But some allusions 
to the Lexow Committee by these and another 
speaker again called out emphatic expressions of 
dissent, which, however, was not weighted with 
malice. 

The other parts of the entertainment consisted 
of & soprano solo by Miss Bessie Beckwith, a dialect 
recitation by Mr. C. Betts, songs bv the Kelley 
Quartette, and juggling by Mr. K. Kalkasa. En- 
cores were in order for all the singers, while the 
reception accorded to the efforts of Mr. Kalkasa 
was flattering indeed, especially when the lateness 
of tke hour when he took the floor is considered. 
It was after eleven o’clock when the audience was 
dismissed. 

Miss S. Levin, of 823 Broadway, took a flash- 
light picture of the assembled Clubbers. 


. News and Notes. 

.Fargo presents a lively array as it makes prepa- 
ration for Christmas. There are manifold attrac- 
tions. ‘The streets are filled; the stores are packed 
with new and splendid articles; the nights are 

‘adorned with entertainments, and so the Free- 

thought lectures hav to enter upon a kind of 
“struggle for existence." But I hav no reason to 
complain of my Fargo welcome. The Unitarian 
church was filled each evening. At the first lect- 
ure three clergymen were present, and I guess they 
took it all in, to judge by appearances. 'lhey did not 
look very gloomy or very orthodox, and it may be 
they will giv a reflex of Freethought in their fu- 
ture sermons. It is a fact that the clergymen are 
learning something, and catch now and then a whiff 
of progress. They realize that the world is bound 
to move on. 

The Unitarian church of Fargo is now waving its 

`e bores triumphantly. It isin the front rank. It 
has caugiu ou. You might say “it takes the cake ;” 
and to the ladies of this heretical parish belongs 
the credit of this brilliant victory, for better- than 
the most orthodox creed is it to be “in the swim,” 
and every Christian soul desires the same delightful 
experience. As the Unitarian society is radical to 
the core and broad as the universe, I am glad of its 
renown and honor. I wish I had been there at the 
“innings,” but it was the Friday before I arrived. 
The reverberations, however, of the great event 
were still in the air, and I could imagin something 
of what the enchantment might hav been. It was 
a “cake-walk.” This was.something new to me, 
and perhaps to my readers ; but whatever a cake-walk 
is it was a “ blooming success.” There wasn't room 
in the large hall for the half that desired to attend. 
Those who couldn't get in and wanted to see 
had to climb on step-ladders to catch a glimpse 
of the bewildering magnificence of that checkered 
scene. There were the mingling flashes of Ethi- 
opian splendors; there was the gorgeous dance, the 
enlivening melodies and the delicacies that charm 
the taste. It was a picture of oriental pomp that 
was certainly worthy of the Western spirit and 
energy that distinguishes Fargo. The shekels 
rolled in, of course, and the treasury of the Liberal 
church glitters with delight—an omen of future 
progress. 

It is pleasant to be among such a live people who 
hav so much courage and invention, who with the 
polish of Eastern life hav the dash and glory of 
frontier romance. There is nothing dead about 
Fargo. It pushes through the hard times with a 
determination to win the “jewel of adversity,” and 
judging by present appearances I guess Fargo will 
lead the column with colors flying. . 

I missed the “cake-walk,” but as a “thing of 
beauty is a joy forever,” I ean still in imagination 
picture its glowing festivity; but the New England 
dinner was an intense and glorious reality. I was 
present at that, which was on Thursday evening, 
Dec. 20th. I gave my lecture first on * The Relig- 
ious Conspiracy,” and after that sat down to the 
elegant tables, where about two hundred New 
Englanders gathered and celebrated the virtues of 
the past and forgot its crimes. I am indebted to 
Rev. Helen G. Putnam for an invitation to this de- 
lightful banquet, by which my labors at Fargo were 
closed with a “feast of reason and a flow of soul.” 
Miss Putnam herself read an original poem in honor 
of the historic Putnam, which was received with great 
applause; and it was indeed a sparkling delineation 
of old Connecticut, * Old Put,” and the Rev.lution- 
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ary days. All the speeches made on this occasion 
were worthy of the “Hub” itself. I don't believe 
that Boston could hav had anything better for the 
oceasion. -There was wit and wisdom, epigram and 
humorous story. The songs and the recitations. 
were of the first excellence; and New England cer- 
tainly can hold her own even upon the plains of 
Dakota or the golden coast of the Pacific. Well, it 
does one good to go back to these ancient days, to 
gather up their precious memories, to recur to the 
dreams of boyhood, to see in the mind’s eye the 
grand old hills, the beautiful fields, the shining 
rivers, the rock-bound coast, the glorious ocean. 
It knits together the ties of comradeship. It makes 
humanity, all humanity, of every race and clime ap. 
vear nobler, grander, and fills the heart with hope. 
It is not only the celebration of New England, but 
of every native land which is dear to every wan- 
derer, and which can never be forgotten wherever 
we go, over land and sea; for we are born of this 
earth, and we shall never find anything more beau- 
tiful than its hearthstones and its homes. 

So, every way, Fargo was a rich experience in the 
Secular journey ; and my trip into Dakota has been 
altogether delightful . There was not a storm 
during the whole time, and nothing to prevent 
good attendance at the lectures. It is fortunate 
that winter has opened so mildly and brilliantly. It 
will do much to ease up the hard times. Some of 
the days hav been so sunshiny and beautiful that 
hardly any fire was needed. Certainly winter has 
never presented a panorama more gorgeous, with 
more varied beauty of sun and stars and moon, 
and golden dawn and evening and brilliant azure; 
and nature and humanity hav mingled in animated 
forms. The hundred friends and more that I hav 
met hav given a zest io the work which words can 
not define. Broader and nobler than ever outray 
the path of human effort. ; 

Just as I left Fargo a bit of storm and blizzard 
did come and I had a taste of what might be. But 
it was too late to do any damage to the Pilgrim. 
He was safe on the cars and could watch the roar- 
ing elements as he could a caged wild beast. Soon, 
however, the golden sunlight came again; the dark 
clouds rolled off, and a serene and resplendent day 
attended my journey to the East. 

If I should mention all the good friends of Free- 
thought at Fargo,I should not know where to stop. 
There are many of them. It is not the name, but 
the reality that I-will celebrate now—the genuin 
hospitality which makes Fargo not only to myself, 
but to every stranger, a very attractiv rendezvous, as 
I hav noted in my former letters, and I must ex- 
press my thanks to those who hav so brightened 
my labors. Freethought does hav its reward in 
this world when it meets with such splendid fellow- 
ship. 

Tbe Fargo Friday morning, December 21st, 
and not until Saturday noon do I arrive at my next 
point, St. Charles, Minn. Of course the moment I 
see my stalwart friend Mr. B. Peabody, I know 
that I am in fora good campaign at this place. 
St. Charles is, indeed, a notable battle ground. Our 
flag has floated here for many a day. Reynolds, 
Remsberg, Bell, Walker, Mrs. Krekel, and lastly 
Steiner, hav been here, and the community has 
been pretty well educated in Freethought. I giv 
my lecture Saturday evening in the Opera House. 
The clergymen are not present, as I hoped they 
would be, to enter the lists. Only one man ven- 
tured to make any opposition to my discourse on 
the “Rights of Man.” He admitted that I was 
about correct; and he was in favor of a free Sun- 
day. They can play baseball, if they want to, he 
said, only they must not make so much noise as to 
disturb religious worship. I replied, * That is right 
for your side, and we only insist that the churches 
also shall not make so much racket on Sunday as to 
disturb baseball playing. What is fair for church, 
is fair for baseball.” 

He said also that when a Freethinker dies he 
must not sneak around and ask an orthodox clergy- 
man to preach his funeral sermon. I perfectly 
agreed with him. We don't need a clergyman to 
bury us, and the true Freethinker will never 
«gneak" in order to get the orthodox blessing over 
his grave. He knows it will do him no good. He 
will sleep just as well, and hav no trouble or pain 
without prayers and sermons, as with them. But 
the faet is that the orthodox force themselvs in and 
insist upon conducting the funerals of Freethinkers. 
It givs them a chance to seatter the good old doctrin 
of hell fire. And furthermore, when Freethinkers 
do insist upon their rights, and bury a friend in & 
simple and beautiful manner, meeting death with 
courage, covering the grave with flowers, avoiding 
the horror, and remembering the virtues of the 
dead as an inspiration to the living, then orthodox 
bigotry is sure to insult us by saying that our 
friend is “ buried like a. dog,” when, in truth, we 
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hav given the sweetest tokens of affection of which 
the human heart is capable. 

On Sunday morning I went to hear the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, a quite Liberal Methodist clergyman; in 
fact, I think he is almost too Liberal for his cloth. 
He is not at all dogmatic; is an Agnostic about 
many things; didn’t insist upon the historic truth 
of Christianity—on the contrary said that the only 
true religion was the “religion of good will;” that 
the only way to giv glory to God was to love and 
help our fellowmen. In short, he gave a right 
good Freethought discourse, only it was a little bit 
tco sentimental He rather made the heart the 
guide of the reason. Dreams are good things, he 
said; they make us happy whether true or false. 
If they are beautiful dreams, rejoice in them; only 
reject the bad dreams. Mr. Smith is of an imagi- 
nativ and poetic temperament and takes religion in 
the soft colors of fancy rather than in the rigid 
lines of dogma. It was quite a pleasure to listen 
to him. He likes Plato about as well as he likes 
Jesus, and revels in the “divine philosophy” of the 
old Greek. He also has a touch of Emerson, and 
he finds refuge from the harsh problems of life in 
the transcendental school, where the perplexities of 
theology dissolve in the rosy colors of philosophical 
romance. He is too much of a poet to be a dogma- 
tist, and his imagination is so vivid that I guess it 
gets the better of his reason, and he forgets facts 
and indulges in visions. I am sorry he didn’t come 
I think I could hav straightened 
him out and given him some solid stuff to mingle 
with his fantasies. But he was on the sick list and 
the weather was somewhat uncertain, so he is ex- 
cusable. I think he will get on our side one of 
these days, for he is evidently a man of convictions 
and not afraid to speak his honest thought. 

I lectured Sunday afternoon and evening to good 
audiences. The skies were lowering, but no storm 
appeared. St. Charles has been all that I could ex- 
pect. Mr. B. Peabody has labored here for years. 
He has a large family, three boys and three girls, 
all Freethinkers. Now he has a grandchild. and 
‘hat is a Freethinker, I know. I don’t see a bit of 
orthodoxy about the shining face. I enjoy the hos- 
pitality of Mr. Peabody’s delightful home. Music 
fills the intervals of labor. I also enjoy the fireside 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. Knapp, Sunday evening and 
Monday, where I am writing these News and Notes, 
while the gray mists stretch away over the fields 
and woods, and the wind whistles; but Christmas 
is coming, the good old pagan festival; the sun is 
beginning to turn on his mighty course, and even 
amidst wintry desolation we can hear the songs of 
birds far away in the blooming of the springtime. 
No wonder our ancestors hailed with joy the glori- 
ous and golden Apolio. as he wheeled northward on 
his effulgent path. No wonder the flames burned 
high a5 they filled the Christmas tree with happy 
omens and:the Yule log sparkled like gold. 

Among the many friends at St. Charles besides 
those already mentioned are John H. Davis, Wm. 
Thomas, George Smith, Everett Jonnson and S. 
A. Johnson, George Wheelock, Fred Lynstead, Sol 
Southwick, George James, R. A. Battis; Ammon 
Oleson, Wm. Hesselgrave, Lyman Cox, Jas. Holt. 
Erie Erickson, L. J. Patterson, J. E. Scott, and 
others. Mr. Gwin, of Byron, from a distance of 
twenty-seven miles, was also present—a stanch 
comrade, and standing on the picket line. I can 
not mention all that belong to the grand army of 
Freethought at St. Charles. It isin fact one of the 
best places I hav visited, and a large number of 
names hav been added to the Freethought Federa- 
tion. i 

I am glad that Tue Taur Szexer is pushing the 
work of secularization in New York, and preparing 
for a big fight on the Sunday question. I hopo it 
wil be amply supported in this rally for Free- 
thought. Our campaign pamphlet, “ Federation 
and Union,” is about ready. Send in the orders; 
circulate widely. 

My next letter will be from New Mexico. 

SaxvEL P. Pornam. 


The Campaign Book. 


I hav the plessure to acknowledge thé following 
contributions for * Federation and Union,” the re- 
port of our last congress: B. A. Shaw, 25 cents; 
K. T. Gryte, $1. Ihope that others will send in 
their names and subscriptions. The book will soon 
be out, and should be handed to thousands to read. 
It will surely result in great good, and help our 
cause immensely. But we must urge our friends 
to help circulate it. It contains the names of all 
the donors to the last congress, as well as the re- 
ports of secretary and treasurer, all the speeches of 
our leading lecturers, and other valuable matter. 
Subscriptions will be reported weekly. 

E. C. Reicawarp, 234 So. Water st., Chicago. 
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Detters of friends. 


We Are Simply Defending Qurselvs. 
St. JosgeH, Mo., Dec. 11, 294. 


Mr. Eprror: Herewith I hand $1.50 to 
apply on my subscription to the fearle:s 


ehampion of justice and human liberty. 
Go on in your glorious fight. 
true courage. 
that can be given to the true humanitarian 
and patriot. 

I regret that I cannot send you more 
money, but the sold bugs and tariff re- 
formers hay killed all kinds of business in 
Missouri. P. Y. Wise. 


Is there Liberty Under Christianity ? . 
Dee. 9, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find list of forty 
names. Please send to each one copy of 
Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason,” as per offer in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. Inclosed is $5 to 
pay for same. Hope it will do some good, 
and if you continue your missionary 
scheme with other Liberal literature I will 


Yours is 
You deserve all the reward 


were made of theskins of animals. 


Should wear & badge, and as many others 
as can afford to do so, in order to show 
their colors. When my school is out I 


shall try to get subscribers for your paper. 
Yours, in the cause of right, 
JAMES PoNTIUS. 


The Sabbath of Constantine, Not of Jesus. 
VixgLAND, N. J., Deo. 16, 1894. 


Mr. Eprron: I am very glad to see that 


the common-sense people of New York 


hav petitioned the legislature for the repeal 


of the Sunday law of the state, bnt if the 
professed Christians followed Jesus, as 
they profess to do, there would be no need 
for such petitions, for there never would 
hav been any Sunday Laws in New York. 


"There is nothing plainerin the New Testa- 


ment than that Jesus abolished the Jewish 
Sabbath eighteer hundred years ago, call- 
ing it a Jewish wine-bottle. The Jews 


had two kinds of wine-bottles, material 


and spiritual, The material wine-bottles, 


in which old Noah and other Bible topers 


put the wine on which they got drunk, 
A new 
bottle or skin being filled with new wine 


probably send you other orders this 
winter. Please acknowledge receipt of 
this order through THE Trura SEEKER, 
only leave out the address and my name. 
I am not in a position to hav it known, but 
hope to see the day when an Infidel’s 
opinion will be respected the same as the 
Christian’s. We liv in a town where 
ninety-nine out of-the hundred. are God's 


and tied up tight, the wine began to work 
and the skin stretched and gave it room to 
work. If that wine, after it had worked. 
was poured out and the bottle was filled 
again with new wine and tied up tight, 
when the wine began to work the bottle 
would not stretch any more to giv it room, 
but would burst and the wine would be 
spilt, and the bottle perish. The Sabbath 


people and, being in business, cannot 
afford to make enemies. 
Yours for liberty, 


Only One Chance for the Clergy. 
New Hanrronp, IA., Deo. 17, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav my copy of the 
colonel’s new lecture started on its mission 
of humanity. When it is worn out I will 
do as I hav done with ** Men, Women, 
and Gods.” **Is This Your Son, My 
Lord?" ** John's Way," “Age of Reason,” 
and others—send and get more. I hav 
eaused to be worn out two copies of the 
: first, three of the third, and the third 
copy of “Age of Reason” is now pretty 
well fingered. A man brought the ** Age 
of Reason" home last night, remarking 
thatit was the worst dose the Bible had 
ever got, and wanted to know if the clergy 
had ever answered it? I told him attempts 
had been made in that direction, but never 
an answer that was satisfactory even to the 
clergy themselvs. 

If the world continues in progression 
the sky pilots will anchor, as a last resort, 
to the **Age of Reason’s” ** One God and no 
more," and a **hope for happiness beyond 
this life.” If they don't want that ‘‘one 
God ” to raise ** hell," progress will not be 
impeded. Meu. Prerces, 


Lecturing and Organizing in Kansas. 
Day, Kan., Dec, 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: As one of the lecturers of 
the Kansas Freethought Association I wish 
to say to Freethinkers that I shall devote 
the most of my time during the next year 
to lecturing and distributing Freethought 
literature. My teaching keeps me at pres- 
ent within fifty miles of home. I hav 
quite a number of lectures to deliver dur- 
ing holidays. Alexander Rose, of Law- 
rence, one of the Kansas Freethought 
Association lecturers, was here a short 
time ago and delivered several lectures 
which made the pious pour out their 
slanders on all who dare to think for them- 
selvs. Yet they dare not debate the ques. 
tion with a Freethinker, although I hav 
debated with them, but one dose is all they 
can stand; they will never attempt it the 
second time. 

We organized a Freethought society at 
Ballard Falls, this county, the 1st of last 
February with fourteen members; we now 
hav some fifty. Since then we issued a 
small leaflet entitled ‘‘Lesson Leaves, or 
the Bible in a Nutshell,” which contains 
more than one hundred absurd and tyran- 
nical verses from the Bible, and shows 
where in that book may be found four 
hundred indecent and silly passages. The 
leaflets will be sent to any address for five 
cents a dozen. 

You' will please find inclosed $5 for Tug 
TaurH SEKKER another year; it is the best 
chureh killer in existence—I cannot do 
without it. Also send me the $2.75 Free- 
thought badge pin, 


I think lecturers 


was one of their spiritual wine-bottles, and 
Jesus, by comparing it to the old skin 
bottles that would burst if used the second 
time, 
stretched down through the Jewish dis- 
pensation and we had no use for it in this 
new age of the world. I hav worked as 
much on Sunday, all my life, as on other 
days; during the sixteen years that I pub- 
lished my Pleasure Boat I wrote as much 
for it, and corrected proof as much as on 
any other day, and my printers worked on 
Sunday. 
man and not man for the day. And now 
let all Sunday laws be abolished, and let 
every man work as he pleases if he does 
others no harm. 


showed that the Sabbath had 


Jesus said the dav was made for 


Read the first part of 
Mark, and if I mistake not there is another 


place in the Testament where Jesus re- 


proves his disciples for observing Sunday, 
and worshiping new moons, which worship 
was another of their spiritual wine-bottles 
that had stretched enough. J. HACKER. 


A Hard Task for the Gods. 
New Yonx, Deo. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Epnrron: I take for my text a clause 
ofa truism from the writings or sayings of 
Colonel Ingersoll to the effect that man 


can never settle the problems of origin 


and destiny. What 1 write will pertain 
principally to the subject of origin. 

It is impossible that anything ever was 
or ever can be created. Let us imagin a 
certain extent of space, as a cubic foot, 
cubic rod, a cubic mile—or even infinit 
space with nothing whatever in it—merely 
pure space in utter darkness and nothing 
anywhere to cause motion or to obstruct a 
body moving in any direction. Now, if 
we accept the creation theory, we must 
suppose the above described condition at 
one time existed, and the closing or ter- 
mination of that condition or period was 
the beginning of material things. 

By some means which we cannot under- 
stand or explain, and which a God himself 
could not understand or explain, we must 
suppose that he himself, without being 
created by anybody or anything, and 
without being made out of anything, ap- 
peared; he simply appeared suddenly 
within the vacuum, without home or coun- 
try and with nothing upon which to rest. 
Now, with no material whatever to work 
with, nothing to create anything ont of, 
how would it be possible for such a being 
to make something out of nothing, unlers 
he used the material out of which he him- 
self was made, and if he did that, then it 
was not creation, but a process of manu- 
facturing? For, in order that anything 
can be created, it must be made out of 
nothing. When something is made out of 
other material, the new formation becomes 
merely & manufactured article, in which 
case it is not created. 

Now, in regard to the supposition of a 
miraculous and sudden appearance of a 
God within the pure space, when there 


` 


case. 


had previously existed nothing but space, 
such appearance would be impossible. 


cannot be answered—and they cannot be 
answered within the range of material 
things and human thought and experience 
—then the religionists hav succeeded in 
duping their fellow beings ever since the 
creation theory was promulgated. I fear- 
lessly lay this down asa rule: There never 
was and never can be anything created. 
Place a whole tribe of gods.in the midst 
of a perfect vacuum and tell them to create 
an atom, and if they continued to remain 
in such vacuum throughout time, they 
would still hav their task to porform. 
Say nothing about one God creating many 
millions of worlds, a myriad of gods could 
not create one infinitesimal part of an 
atom. I repeat: If created, they would 
hav to make it ont of absolutely nothing; 
if made from something else, it would be 
manufactured, not created. 

One thought further. There are sixtv- 
four chemical elements, or different kinds 
of substances, such as iron, gold, and hy- 
drogen, which hav never been separated 


into two or more different kinds of sub- 


stances. Now, it is the study of the lead- 
ers in the science of chemistry to try to 
separate these sixty-four elements, so as 
to reduce them all to one common origin. 


It .may be possible for this to be done. 
We will suppose it can be done. Then there 
would be but one basic element, possibly 


ether, as snme scientists think may be the 
We will suppose to create a particle 
of ether (or the basic element) to be the 


task set before the gods in the midst ofa 
pure vacuum. They hav got to create it 


from space, minus everything material 
or immaterial. Could it be done? The 
only answer ia ** No," unless it is possible 


for an impossibility to be performed; and 


if performed it would not be an impossi- 


bility. To illustrate: It is impossible to 
make the sum of on» plus one equal any- 


thing but two. Such sum could not be 
made to equal three nor any number but 
two without performing an impossible act 
or operation. Consequently the only 
logical conclusion is that all existing mat- 
ter was never created and has always ex- 
isted; not a particle of matter can be de- 
stroyed and not a new particle of basic 
matter can be added to the present mass. 

Scientists can reduce chemical elements 
to a common origin, and there all knowl- 
edge must end in the direction of origin, 
and we must content ourselvs with the un- 
satisfactory consolation that the mystery 
of the true origin of one particle of ethe- 
real entity can never be explained, unless 
the basic entity can be still further re- 
duced until it becomes nothing, the 
demonstration of which would prove that 
we, ourselvs, are nothing and do not exist. 

And as to the destiny of a particle of 
ethereal entity, since it cannot be de- 
stroyed, it is consequently destined to 
exist throughout all time. 

Hence, the truthfulness of my text. 

L. D. Crue. 


From Captain Otto Thomson, 
STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN, Dec. 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: This year ig now almost 
gone. It has been a very stirring one for 
Freethought abroad. In particular iu 
America and England the movement has 
been very energetic and bids fair for the 
future. Discouraging as is the present 
state of Freethought in Sweden, and sor- 


rowful and suffering as is my own situa- 


tion, it has been very cheering to read Tux 
[RUTH SEEKER and the London Free- 
thinker, kindly forwarded to me in my 
loneliness by my foreign’ Freethought 
friends. You may be sure that the most 
lively interest follows your Freethought 
movement abroad, and I hardly believe 
there is any other one of my countrymen 
who cares so much about it as I do. By a 
great many unhappy circumstances and 
inconsiderate actions the Freethought 
movement in Sweden came to discredit, 
and most of its reliable and respectable 
members were forced to absent themselvs 


and keep aloof awaiting better times, and 


this has brought the movement to an end. 


To 
theorize in such a way would be an ab- 
surdity. It would be still more impossible 
for nothing to begin with to create itself 
out of nothing. Aud right here is the 
perplexity with which the apologists of 
the creation theory for the existence of 
things must contend. Ifthe above queries 


The so-called new ‘‘Fretankare Férbun- 
det,” in Stockholm, livs still, but it can do 
nothing for want of a capable leader and 
for lack of pecuniary assistance. They hav 


-no one capable of carrying on an interest- 


ing propaganda, and must accordingly 
sooner or later dissolve. Unpromisiug 88 
the present state of Freethought is in 
Sweden, itis far from dead. I am con- 
vinced it will revive with redoubled force 
and energy when the present unhappy ob- 
stacles are removed. I am ‘certain that 
whenever the field is cleared of old en- 
cumbrances a new leader will appear, per- 
haps when least expected, and display the 
Freethought banner anew, and former 
interested and worthy Freethought cham- 
pions will hasten under its folds again and 
renew the battle and regain the place the 
Swedish Freethought movement once had 
in the international army of Freethought. 
To be boycotted as I was by former friends, 
and brought to my present unhappy and 
suffering situation, and coldly ignored by 
my countrymen as I hav been, has grieved 
me very much. The only one who stood 
by me wasa very poor friend, Mr. E. P. 
Yanson; he did what he could, and tried 
to interest more affluent persons, but his 
endeavors were frustrated by those who 
ought to hav been foremost in procuring 
me help. There is another friend, a young 
Swedish-American with whom I corre- 
sponded when he wasa resident of Moline, 
Il. He returned to Sweden a year and 
a half ago and livs in the country at 
his mother’s. His name is K. Y. Elling- 
ton, and perhaps you remember his name, 
for he has had sundry articles published in 
Tue Truru Seexes and the Investigator. 
He is a self-instructed young thinker, and 
what you Americans call a thorough Lib- 
eral, not, as I believe, a fanatic Socialist. 
He wrote several articles and sent to the 
Fritünkaren, but Mr. Leunstrand did not 
publish all, as Ellington told me; those 
published I considered very good, and I 
heard others found them so. We hav cor- 
responded all the time, and at midsummer 
this year became personally acquainted 
when he made a recreation trip to Stock- 
holm and called on me in my ignoble resi- 

dence. Webecame very intimate, and our 
correspondence becoming now more un- 
reserved, he has shown me much Kindness 
and sympathy. He has endeavored to 
cheer me, and in every possible manner to 
revive hope for the future. Mentally he 
has to a great extent succeeded in getting 
me to look on the dark and gloomy present 
with comparativ equanimity. He is one 
who will join a new Freethought move- 
ment in the beginning, and take the lead 
if no other one dares to do it, when he can 
count upon reliable co-operation and sup- 
port. He says of himself to me: ‘‘Iam 
no scholar. I hav no so-called scholastic 
training, butI hav gone through some very 
hard classes in the school of practical life, 
and from a mere boy I hav been a book- 
worm and studied the works of the most 
renowned English and American thinkers 
and philosophers, and am Known in several. 
of the Liberal associations in the States.” 
I do not Know if he is as good an orator as 
writer. In any case he will be a good 
assistant or editor when a new Free- 
thought paper can be started in Sweden. 

I hav no newsto forward. I tried to in- 
struct my fellow-sufferer, the old crippled 
sailor, Mr. Ullstrim, who went to America, 
to Staten Island, to call upon you. I told 
him to tell you all I knew &bout the Swed- 
ish Freethought movement and its leading 
men. By letter he informed me that he 
was very kindly received by you, and that 
he had a long talk with you. - 

In September a notice appeared in a 
Stockholm paper that Mr. Lennstrand was 
very ill and was at the ‘“Serafiner Lazar- 
etto ” in Stockholm, aud it was feared he 
could scarcely liv a month longer. I went 
to the Lazaretto and called upon the doc- 
tor to assure me of the real state of my 
former friend and found, as I suspected, 
the notice was by far too exaggerated. 
The doctor told me he is sick, but not at 
present alarmingly. His sicknessis of the 
kind that reappears at intervals, and how 
it will at last turn out I cannot now fore. 
tell. A fortnight afterwards I heard he 
had left the infirmary as incurable, and 
that he had taken private lodging some- 
where in Stockholm, and had not been 
heard of after that. 


I hay seen in Tug TRUTH SEBERR that 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 5, 1894. 11 
TUUM ——————————MM—M————À 


Mr. Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” hasleft the press and is very 
much admired by Ingersoll, Charles Watts, 
and others. I hav not given up my hope 


to get my translation of Mr. Putnam’s 


** Religion a Lie,” eto., published, and I 
hope then to gain enough so that I can get 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
else I do not know how to get it. 

My best wishes to yourself, and a happy 
Yule. Please forward these well-wishings 
to Mr. Putnam and those other American 
friends who still remember their unhappy 
friend and disabled fellow Freethought 
champion. Do not consider me forward 
in asking you to continue to send me your 
much cherished and admired paper, THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, if you can do it without 
inconvenience. 

Yours sincerely and gratefully, 
Orro THOMSON. 


Christianity and the Social Evil. 


Miurorp, Mass., Dec. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrong: Inclosed find $9 to pay for 
Tau Trora Suexer for myself and Henry 
Willard, and twelve copies of Ingersoll on 
the ‘‘ Bible” to me. It is snowing fast 
a8 I sit and watch the devotees going to 
church; seven out of ten are women. All 
religions hav agreed in making woman in- 
ferior, and yet she has cheerfully ac- 
knowledged her submission to the priest. 
As I see them paddling through the 
snow can I do less than think of what 
the pious fathers said of woman? What 
more can I do? I can fell of a few 
cases. St, Bernard said: ** Woman is the 
organ of the devil;" St. John Damascene: 
** Woman is a daughter of falsehood, a 
sentinel of hell, the enemy of peace; 
through her, Adam lost paradise." There 
is no need to multiply—they were nearly 
all of the same ilk. Saladin in summing up 
a8 to woman says: ‘‘She is the nearest to 
an angel we are ever likely to see; but in 
believing that the Bible and Christianity 
hav been her friend, she is the nearest to 
a fool that it is possible for the mind of 
man to conceive.” The Jewish Ritual- 
Benediction said: ‘‘ Blessed art thou, O 
eternal our God, that thou has not made 
me a woman.” What said Paul, 1 Cor. 
vii, 34, 36; ** But if any man think that he 


contain saloons.” Comment is unneces- 
sary. ` Offcial records of the chief of po- 
lice and excise commissioners of New 
York in 1878 show that the houses of Trin- 
ity Church contained 96 places of prosti- 
tution—92 white and 4 colored. Yet 
Trinity Church is exempted from taxafion 


social evil, it seems, had pre-empted the 
sity before living pictures were born, Let 


relations. I condense from ‘* Woman: 


Her Glory, Her Shame, and Her God,” 
by Saladin: **In the Indian regiments 


every soldier must be permitted to marry, 


and to hav his wife with him. In the 
Christian regiments in India very few are 
permitted to hav a wife. A Christian regi- 
ment marches from one station to another, 
accompanied by say two dozen wives and 300 
harlots, paid for by the Christian rate-pay- 
ers in England here—paid for by men who 
go to church tothank God that they are not 
as.other men. The Queen's printer has a 
license to print the Bible and he has acon- 
tract from her majesty’s stationery office 
to print for the horse guards certain sched- 
ules. When a British regiment in India 
moves from one station to another, these 
schedules are in use. This schedule leaves 
spaces in which the different require- 
ments of the regimenis are to be filled in; 
for instance, at the top of one column is 
‘horses ; an- 
other, ‘fodder; another, ‘prostitutes; all 
printed by the Queen's printer, ‘by her 
majesty's most gracious command.’ The 
number of prostitutes the regiment re- 
quires is filled in by the surgeon; and if 
the specified number be not readily ob- 
tained, procuresses are sent out to recruit 
for heathen victims to Christian lust, and 
to lure from the daughters of the Orient 
that which is above all price, with the 
glitter of English gold. In a Christian 
regiment the prostitute is as indispensable 
as the chaplain, and the brothel as essen- 
tial as the church." Every woman—Wil- 
lard, Grannis, and Somerset not excepted 
—ought to read ‘‘Woman: Her Glory, 
Her Shame, and Her God.” Sold by the 


* provisions ;’ another, 


Truth Sseker Company. 
OCnannzs C. JOHNSON. 


becauseit is a ‘‘ bulwark of morality." The 


us see how Christianity in India has tended 
to elevate woman and the purity of socia] 


Hagner and others" as mentioning him 


alone? 


But further on he calls it **my bill." 
He says: “I sent men to do the work, 
furnished provisions for the same, the 
nails and other things needed; to do this, 
l advanced the money out of my own 
pocket, part of which I had to borrow. 

And when I brought in my bill 
($72) before the convention,” etc. 
was his bill and he was the party who con- 
tracted it. Again he says: ‘‘So far the ex. 
ecutiv committee has not turned over one 
dollar to me on account of the bill.” 

If it was not his bill, what right has he 
to .complaiu that not a dollar has been 
turned over to him? If it was his bill, 
why does he complain beeause other names 
are not mentioned? Any person who un- 
derstands ihe use of our language would 
naturally inquire, What does Charles Hag- 
ner want, anyway? It is difficult to find 
cut from what he has written. 
gays that ‘‘ truth and justice are two of the 
fundamental principles of Freethought,” 
then he writes with the object of making 
Oregon Secularists believe that he is truth- 
ful and just, but that W. W. Jesse, presi- 
dent of the Union; Katie Kehm Smith, 
secretary; D. W. Smith and the executiv 
He says: **I had four 
of said committee with me all the time.” 

Why does he suppress the name of the 
fourth one? Does that one indorse his 
censure of the rest? Has he that one with 


him now? 


really is: 


committee are not. 


Let me cross-examin Charles 
little and see how truthful and just he 


‘Mr. Hagner, you were at the conven- 
tion?" “Iwas.” 

“Is not the following a full and true 
copy, verbatim et literatim, of the paper 
presented by you to the convention, and 
which you eall **my bill"? 


EXPENSES. 


estimates for necessary supplies for the 
ensuing year $84 20; $50 to the secretary 
for services during the last. year, and esti- 
mates for inclosing the Park building and 
fixing grounds, to be paid out of any funds 
not otherwise appropriated.” 

** What was the last allowance made by 
the convention?” **Tt accepted ‘my bill,’ 
and ordered it paid by the secretary as 
soon as funds are collected, unless other- 
wise appropriated.” 

** How much of the $90.08 was left un- 
appropriated to pay it?" ‘‘ Nothing." 

' “ How much has come into the treasury 
since that time?" ‘‘I do not know, if 
anything." 

** Since you had full knowledge of how 
the money was appropriated—knew that 
there was none left to apply on * my bill,’ 
and do not know if any has come into the 
hands of the secretary since to apply on 
it—how ean you be truthful or just, and 
publish to the world that ‘so far the ex- 
eeutiv committee has not turned over one 
dollar to me on account of the bill,’ 
plainly insinuating that they, or some of 
them, had misapplied the money of the 
Union, and done you an injustice?” 

Now that Oregon Secularists may know 
more about this steamboat-excursion 
claim, permit me to say: The excursion 
was not the result of a desire to improve 
the park, but the improvements of the 
park were the result of a desire to hav the 
excursion to that place. The deed to the 
park was executed June 9th. The excur- 
sion took place July 4th. 

The park was unimproved, and every- 
body who could volunteered to help put 
it in shape for the excursion, which was 
gotten up solely for the recreation of the 
members of the First Secular Church of 
Portland, and for the benefit of that 
church, it being its second annual excur- 
sion. 

Mr. Hagner was very enthusiastic about 
making enough money out of the excur- 
sion to more than meet expenses, and if 
he had the Portland Secular Church 
would hav received the surplus, not the 
Oregon State Secular Union, There was 
no thought at this time of holding the 
Oregon State Secular Union responsible 
for a possible deficit, and there was a def- 
icit according to Mr. Hagner’s book- 
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will, he sinneth not; let them marry." If 
he had gone to the bottom of that bottom- 
less pit, once believed in,.he could not 
hav found a worse dootrin; and yet there 
are (I had almost said men) priests so devoid 


relations outside of marriage. 


is an evil in itself, but it is preferable to 
In the 
passage quoted Paul simply says that he 
who marries does not sin if necessity re- 
quires the marriage, but that it is better 


Diane vcd cer ieeeeos veio oia seo ces tonne err 
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produce; the result was, according to his 
showing, $21.90. Evidently the Secular- 
ists of Oregon thought that if the Secu- 
larists of Portland wanted a steamboat 
excursion, they better pay for it. 


that both the man and woman remain 
single and serve the Lord, which he as- 
sumes they can do better if they do not 
marry. The entire chapter is an earnest 
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of all sense of decency and equality as be- 
tween man and woman, that they hold up 
Paul as a paragon of virtue and moral- 
ity to woman, whom he has so shame- 


Finally he thought the Oregon State : 
Secular Union might assume the debt, be- 
cause some work had been done on the 
park, and it good-naturedly did so—steam- 


fully maligned. The fact that woman will 
work to uphold his memory, or even listen 
to fulsome praise of hím, only shows what 
. centuries of degradation in the name of 
the Lord hav accomplished. Very likely 
Frances Willard has read the above injunc- 
tion from Paul to the unmarried. She is 
one of them. What thoughts did she hav 
after reading it? Any reading that is 
not supplemented by thought has been 
to little purpose. It shows what thought 
_ she had, if any, after such filthy stuff had 

been read, by her afforts to hav the book 
that contains it, and worse, read in the 
public schools to help the young out of 
troubles for which that Paul had & rem- 
edy. Miss Willard thinks the living piot- 
ures are doing a great*deal to continue the 
social evil! Mrs. Grannis, head of the 
Social Purity League of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, thinks that 
the living pictures are not immodest. 
Grammarians differ, and why not Willard 
and Grannis? Lady Somerset isin line 
with Miss Willard as to the effects of the 
living pictures as to increasing the social 
evil. I think of what another English 
woman, Lady Montague, said: ''It goes 
far toward reconciling me to being a 
woman, when I reflect that I am thus in 
no danger of marrying one." 

"Lady Somerset can say: It goes far to- 
ward reconciling me to the living pictures 
when I reflect that I am in no ‘‘ danger " 
of being one, thereby increasing the social 
evil. A Bristol (England) daily says: 
“Lady Somerset, the English head of ths 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 


owns many houses, and twelve of them | 


but she that is married careth for the 
things of the world, how she may please 
her husband.” —Eb. T. S.] 

“An Explanation" Explained, 

To Tae SECULARISTS of OREGON: In Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER of November 24th Charles 
Hagner, of Portland, asks ‘‘ space to cor- 
rect a statement made by Katie Kehm 
Smith, secretary of the Oregon State Sec. 
ular Union, in her report of the last con- 
vention.” He says: ‘‘Irefer to the fol- 
lowing sentence: ‘The convention assumed 
the indebtedness incurred by Charles 
Hagner and others'" Then he says: 
«The injustice consists in mentioning my 
name alone as the party who contracted 
the bill. Is it possible there is another 


scholar (besides Charles Hagner) in Oregon 


who would construe the phrase “‘ Charles 


entreaty for the brethren not to marry if 
they can possibly **eontain." Verses 82, 
83, and 34 show with perfect clearness 
that Paul was not advocating prostitu- 
tion, but advising his brethren to marry 
only when they felt that they could 
not remain away from women. He 
thought that marriage would distract their 
attention from heavenly things, and the 
feeling of Paul has animated Christians in 
all ages of the world since his time. ‘‘ He 
that is unmarried careth for the things of 
the Lord, how he may please the Lord; 
but he that is married careth for the 
things of the world, how he may please his 
wife. There is difference also between a 
wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman 
eareth for the things of the Lord, that she 
may be holy both in body and in spirit; 


* It is.” 


asked the 


** 72.60." 


men, $61.85. 


himself. ] 


Difference 


“Did any vouchers accompany this pa- 
per?” L1] No. ,» 

‘What is the deficit shown, which you 
convention 


[The paper shows two items chargeable 
to the grounds—nails end expenses of 
It also shows he received in 
donations $36.15, so that instead of $72.60 
his bill should not hav been more than 
$25.70, and before he wrote to Tar TRUTH 
Szerxer he had received $10 more, five 
from Hon. J. H. Sehroeder and five from 


** Now state how much money was raised 


at the convention.” 
** How much of this sum was subscribed 
and paid to apply on Wheeler’s lumber 


bill?” ‘* $40.50.” 


“Was any more subscribed for that 
purpose?” .‘‘Yes; I subscribed $5,. but 
I never paid it. I paid it to myself on ‘my 


bill.’” 


** Did any one authorize you to do this?" 


€« No.” 


** How much of the $90.08 was paid in 
specially for Liberal papers for the secre- 


tary’s office?” 


** What bill was first ordered paid by 
“The secretary’s bill 
for money advanced by her for postage 
for the Union, amounting to $19.70.” 
** How much was left of the $90.08 after 
dedueting these three items?" 
** What was next ordered paid?" **The 


the convention?” 


** $8.50.” 


** $90. 08.” 


boat and all. As soon as the convention 


assumed the indebtedness Mr. Hagner 
came to me and wanted part of the money 
subscribed to pay Wheeler’s bill. I would 
not consent to this, and he has been show- 
ing his teeth at me ever since. 

The executiv committee requested Mr. 
Hagner to furnish the secretary with & 
complete statement of money received and 
paid out, names of persons having unpaid 
elaims, the amount due each and what for, 
so a8 to enable her to know what bills to 
pay. To this he replied, October 27th, 
refusing **to make out any further state- 
ment,” adding that he ‘‘may as well ex- 
plain to those to whom we are indebted 
that there was only enough money raised 
at the convention to pay the salarv of the 
secretary, and what we owed her from 
last year," etc. And there is where the 
matter stands now. 

I wish to add that Mr. Hagner did not 
‘send the men;" they came voluntarily; 
donated their work, with exception of car- 
penters paid by Mr. Hicketheir; and fur- 
ther, that nearly all the provisions were 
donated by friends, through the personal 
efforts of wirs. Smith and Miss Olds. 

Respectfully, D. Ws Sirs, 
Third Vice-Pres. O. S. S. U. 
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@hildren’s (Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night js beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Merry Jack Frost. 


Jack Frost made a picture fair and bright 
There were castlesand towers dazzling white, 
And people and trees as plain as plain. 

All spread on the nursery window pane. 


Jack Frost stood bv and laughed to see 

How the children clapped their hands in glee, 
And he cried. “ Yes, look at it wbile you may, 
Lest it should not be here another day ” 


A Liberal Young People’s Paper. 


Now 'tis the spring and weeds are shallow 
rooted; 

Suffer them now and they'll outgrow the 
garden. 

And choke the herbs for want of hus- 
bandry. —Shakspere. 

l hav just finished reading Mrs. John- 
ston's well-written letter to the Children's 
Corner, December 22d. And observing 
her praiseworthy interest in the children’s 
eause, I was particularly attracted by the 
following lines: ‘‘I think there ought to 
be not only a Children’s Corner, but a 
paper for children. As we hav no such 
paper, I want to see parents and children 
take hold and atleast show that they are 
interested and consequently write to ask 
if thereis anvthing I can do to assist in 
that line.” That is the right kind of senti- 
ment. Just what we ought to hear from: 
every intelligent parent to whom the wel- 
fare of his or her children is of prime im- 
portance. We want to see the future gen- 
eration liberal. minded, well educated, fear- 
less, and Freethinkers. And now is our 
time for action. Human advancement 
was never gained through passivity. Hap- 
piness was never found in stagnation. 
Teach the children truth and impress 
upon them the meaning of those grand 
words, so fraught with earnest signifi- 
cance: ‘‘Liberty, equality, and fraternity ;” 
never neglecting Thomas Paine’s splendid 
sentiment, ‘‘ Universal mental liberty.” 
Let us not neglect the opportunities so 
significantly indicated in Mrs. Johnston's 
words: ‘‘Children brought up to think 
will ‘think, and there is little danger of 
* Christians stealing our children’ if we do 
not put our children under their in- 
fluence.” 

There could be no better way of safe- 
guarding them than by placing literature 
in their hands encouraging Freethought. 
There are plenty who are able, willing, and 
ready to fill such waiting minds with gems 
of intellectual wisdom, and who could 
make a Liberal paper bright with contri- 
butions. So, sure of our writers, we lack 
only sufficient support. What! this in a 
country where Si. Nicholas, Youth's 
Companion, and other secular literature 
for young people find such ready en- 
couragement? Let us patronize comrades 
and “home industries.” If necessary 
drop your subscription to the above maga- 
zines, and take our Liberal Young People’s 
Paper. Because our readers of the Corner 
appreciate the significance of divesting 
the church of authority and promoting 
freedom, I can, even now, hear their ready 
acquiescence. Therefore, let Miss Wixon 
prepare a blank for subscriptions to the 
Young People’s Paper, after announcing 
its subscription rates through her familiar 
columns of the Corner, and see how many 
Freethinkers are on hand to strike one 
last decisiv blow against superstition and 
bigotry, enabling the Liberal Young 
People's Paper to be a thing of the pres- 
znt and not of the future. Yes, Mrs. 
Johnson, you may help in “booming the 
Obildren's Corner." Letushear from you 
gain. In sympathy of thought, 

Dec. 23, 1894. Ipa Barrou. 

oR Sage 
Correspondence. 


Bruiavogz, Ky., Dee. 9, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I hav been reading 
the Children’s Corner, and thought I 
would write you a letter My name is 
Nellie Held. I am ten years old. I hay 
one brother. We both go to school. I 
am in the third reader. I got a certificate 

. of honor last year and I am trying to get 
i another this year. My papa is a Free- 


- 


thinker and takes Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 
We hav a large picture of Thomas Paine. 
If you think my letter is good enough, T 
would feel very proud to see it in the 
Children's Corner. Neti J. HELD. 


[It isa good letter, Nellie. Next time 
tell us in what respect a Freethinker is 
superior to a believer in church dogmas. 
—Ed. C. C.] 


ASHLAND, Pa., Dgo. 9, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I often see THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and find it very nice to 
read the Children's Corner. I am eleven 
years old and go to school every day. I 
hav a brother who goes to Kutytown street 
Normal school, and he must depend on an 
education for a living because he has only 
one hand. I think there are some awful 
pictures in Tue Truru Srexer, but they 
must be true, because our neighbor, Mr. 
Theobald, who gets it, and others hav 
some great arguments about it. I think 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER has the best of the 

argument. Your friend. 
Kamz TnEox. 


[Dear Katie: Read, listen, study, and 
learn all you can; use your reasoning fao- 
ulties. Think, reflect, meditate. Be 
faithful and truthfnl, and you will always 
come out right. Kind regards to your 
brother. He may yet do more good with 
his one hand than fifty men with one 
hundred hands.—Ep. C. C.] 

ANDOVER, Kan., Dec. 8, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. I read the Corner 
every week. I think Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
is the best paper I ever read. We liv two 
miles from Andover. I hay one brother 
aud two sisters. My brother’s name is 
Frank, and my eldest sister’s name is 
Lottie, and my other sister’s name is 
Chloe. Iam eleven years of age. T study 
geography, spelling, grammar, history, 
writing, and physiology at school. Our 
school-house is about two miles from 
our house. I belong to a societv, the 
name of which is Social Science Union. 
We meet every two weeks. We hav a 
meeting to-night. I get pieces fur the so- 
ciety out of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, I would 
like to correspond with some of the little 
Freethinkers, Your Liberal friend, 

SaprE Worr. 


[Social Science Union—an excellent so- 
ciety it must be. Science is the real 
savior of the world, Sadie.—Ep. C. C.] 


The Food Exposition 


is an edueator for housekeepers. You are not 
obliged to attend it to appreciate the valge of 
Borden s Peerless Evaporated Cream. Your Gro- 
cer can supply you; always read"; uniform re- 
sults assured. Insist on having Borden's. 

— —ÁÉür — — 


A Chance to Make Money! 


The times are hard, but there always seem to 

eODLortunities for those who are willing to 
work. In the past month I have mado $175 above 
&ll expenses, selling Climax Dish Washers, and 
have attended to my regular business besides. 
Inever saw snything that gave as general satis- 
faction. One stould not complain where they 
can make over $6 a day, right at home. I have 
not canvassed any, so avxiou? are people for 
Climax Dish Washers, that they send after them; 
any Jady or gentlem. n can do as well as I am do- 
ing, for anyone can sell what everyone wants to 
buy. I think we should inform each other 
through the newspapers cf opportunities like 
this, as there are manv willing to work if they 
knew of an opening. For full particulars. ad- 
diess the Climax Mfg. Co., Columbus, Obio, Af- 
ter you have tried the bu-iness a week, publish 
the resuits for the benefit of others. 

—.ÁÓ— 


How's This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollar: Reward for any 
case of Catarrh taat cannot be cured by Halls 
Catarrh Cure. 

E. J. CHENEY & CO , Props . Toledo, O. 
, We the underaignea have known W. F. Cheney 
for the last 15 vears. and believe him p-rfectly 
honorable in all business transactions and finan- 
cially able to carry out any obligation made by 
their firm. 

West & TRrAx, Wholesale Drug ists, Toledo.O. 

WALDING, KiNNAN & Marvin, Wholesale Drug- 
gists, Toledo. Q. : : 

Halls Catarrh Oure is taken internally. ac.in 
directly upon the b'ood and mu^ous su*fa^es o: 
the sistem. Price,75c. ver bottle. So:d by all 
Druggists. Testimonials. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 


Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


Tho Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYET1E PLACE, New York. 


A WONDERFUL OFFER. 


Our grand catalogue, over 350 illustrations, 
agent’s latest goods and novelties. 1 writing pen. 
fountain attachment, 1 elegant gentleman's 
watch chain and charm, guaranteed 20 years. 
Your name in agent’s directory 1 year, all sent for 
10cents. Postage 2cents. Enprr® NovgLTYv CO., 
4teow49 157 Tremont St., Boston, Mass. 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hard- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street. New York. 5219 


GET THE WONDERFUL NEW BOOK! 


Science of Life and Powerof ourMind: 


oR, 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH RESTORED. 
PRICE. $2.00. 
R. C. HANNON, C.S.B. 
S09 Linden St., Scranton, Pa. 
4t51 


A Rare Chance to get first-class 
Freethcught Story Books of sixty pages or over 
each. FREE Sen? 3 cents to nay_rostage on 
samples. Address THE LIBERAL PUB. CO., 

49tf Portland. Kan 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 


BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY. 


SPECIALTIES : 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 
anges, Lemons, Cranberries, Pineapples, 
Grapes, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Mel- 

_ ons, Apples, Berries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
toes, C-lery, Beets. Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash. Crab Ap- 
ples, Egg Plant. 


Special_attention paid to filling orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese. and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 
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Something 2 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the futvre, far as human eyecould 


568, 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all th 
that would be. ^ di 


St said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1, dress ` 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439- 


aa 


Ry the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 
REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title containg an Argu- 
went for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Faots, giving. from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value. by Denominations, of Church Prover- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25.000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the rejative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, mush other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Censur of 1890. will 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. Thearguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so Jong 
as the injustice of church exemptionis suffered 

o exist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution hy 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


'Ten copies, - - - - $1.00 
Fiftv copies. ~= . - - 450 
One hundred copies - - 800 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


an ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Address 
28 Lafayette r1, New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier. Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in your homes, waking them han- 
py and bright ?—SxND FOR A copy.—Green cloth, 
gilt title, 4o cents; half bound, 5 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Gzorcs J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of whnt may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended vo be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers npon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
his conclusion regar ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the "b ürch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 


| tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 


nut organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evideneo of 
anpernatural design. |. „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Alf nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation n a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
iam, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation o? nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
hy God? 

strated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Hs Ad "ern m 


raga. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London ‘ Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book cf the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style ia bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing Btresm 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH STEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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dd A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. : 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fnifiliment of Hebrew Prophecy and Expectancy? V 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate desurrection? VIL. 
‘hat Does the Bi M T Pe i of Christ? ME The Christ Spirit Out- 
side the Bible. IX What Is the pible? X. How Man vances. 

Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a God ? XIV. Reward and 
Punishment. XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 


A Book that should be in the hands, of all who seek the Light. 


What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Secon 
Bible? XII. Belief 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


RIGHT LIVING. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, ^ „Beant | 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menaceof Socie-Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 


Knowledge the Great Treasure, 


ty, &nd 
Ooncerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower Value of 


Conduct; or Right Doing ot Life, 


Virtue, the Illnminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? 


Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, 
Fortit ude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. 


Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- 


ce, 
Anger, the Distorter, 

E. The Angei of Forgiveness 

Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Facult 

dleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, 


ls the Use of "Tobacco Danger- 


ous ? ao 
Cultivation of Individualit 


Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctnality, a Promoter of Sno- Moral Cieanlines 
Valne ofa Trade, , cess, g 5 

Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, 

Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the 


"'ruth and Falsehood, 


Highway, 
Whatix a i Ovth? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, 


ota promise. > ower of Will, ; ; 
Fraud a Crime Courage, a Necessity to Right 
‘Phe Poison of Slander, Living, 


“Right Living " is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 


PRICE, $1.00. 
* Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A. Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 


III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 


is Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiooslty Wastetul, 


They Often Serve No 


80, 
They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. S 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Snbserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimaw. 


Y. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinet Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LOND 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 
. By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


IL. God aud the Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 


In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
.Beantitul Charity. 


Not a Means to Life's 
Good Nature, one of Life's Best 
Reason and Free Inquiry 

Rights of Animals, 


Rights of Children, , 
Human Rights: or the Equality 


Politeness. — Continued. — The 
Gentlewoman, 


Progress; or Enlightenment; 


l ILLUSTRATED. . i 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 


and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A 


BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Single copy, 25 centa Five copies for $1. 


Ihe Bible Inquirer. 
A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 
With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self- 


Soriptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fonrth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lsfayette Place, New York City. 
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tradictions of the So-called Inspired 
yes Negatively by Quotations from the 


BAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inSpiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IwcrRsorr's great 
lecture, printed in & handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln— said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


‘An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Ixarnsorr, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKSCHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
B. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

The Dawn of eii fe Introduction to Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribntion to Anthropology an 

. the History of Religion. By Fritz schultz 
75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 7% cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
Two books in one volnme. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and_the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, FR 
S.E., F.L S., with 35 Illustrations. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 

ully. 75 cents. ] 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Bir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerons illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 
iliams, F.C.S. Two books in one volume. 
% cents. 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents. 

SELEOT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 

Light Science for Leisure Hours. 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 

ous Essays. Six books inone volume. $1.50 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Be the story of his mental journey from 
ne orthodoxy to Rationalism. s 


Price, paper, 25 cents; Cloth, 75 cents. 


Scientific Works 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mii- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2. The 

- Identity of Language and Thonght, and 3. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on “Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke ot Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bonnd in cloth. 
Price, 75c. 


Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
-guage. By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 
Oxford University Extension Lectnres. With 
a supplement, ‘ My Predecessors.” an essay on 


genesis of “The Science of Thonght.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 


The Psychology of Attention, By Th. 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at tue College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorized translation. ‘Treating ot the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneons, or Natural, Attention. 
a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; ¢, Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c, 
The feeling of effort. 3. The Morbid States of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; 5, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 75e. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paui Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Miero-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation trom the French with 
the sanction of theauthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing snbjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structu.al and Psycho. 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Nensory Organs. 3. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 

Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 


isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Anima!s and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspoudence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 135 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 


on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and alsothe Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh ©. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition cn the development of 
the idea of God in human thonght and history; 
discnssing: 1. The Nature of ldeas. 2. The Et- 
ymology of The Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
idea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences, 1. Com- 
parative Philology: The Stndy of Sanscrit. B 
rof. H. Oldenoerg, of the University of Kiel. 
—a, Sanscrit Research; 6, From Jones to Las- 
sen; o, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The in- 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2. Experimental Psychology 
By Prof, Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology. 
b. Psychology in Germany; c, Psycholog ih 
France and Italy; à, Psychology in Great Brit 
ain and the United States. 8. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel, 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Konigsberg. a, The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; 0, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom of Israel. With especial introdnctions 
y Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carns. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
inyitation ofthe Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 8. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 506. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relatious between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Suhconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93pages, paper. Price, 50c. 


The Lost Mannseript. A Novel By 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It cof- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of, Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso:ders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Tronbles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. Panl Carus., With 152 Ilus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1. The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind, 9. The Rise of 
Organic Life, 8. fhysiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. ‘She Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. ‘The Eth- 
ical and Religions Aspects of Soul-Life. 
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HIS 
Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little hook cf 58 pages, full of scientific 
thought. Thestorv of this great scientists life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 
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At the Book Table. 


Until the appearance of Mr. Vickers’s 
book* the English speaking peoples hav 
been without any adequate history of that 
country of Middle Europe which, prob- 
ably more than any other of equal area 
and population, deserves their gratitude 
for the great sacrifices it has made in be- 
half of the cause of civil and religious 
liberty, and for the share it had in keeping 
alight the flame of .hope through the dark 
night of oppression. The land of John 
Hus, it was ravaged by the ruthless de- 
-stroyers who slaughtered under the black 
flag of the church, and tyrannized over 
by the princes and kings of alien races. 
We hav in the United States many tens of 
thousands of the children of Bohemia, and 
among them are hundreds, thousands, who 


are of the Freethought army, ever at the |. 


front in defense of the liberties for which 
their forefathers fought so gallantly. 

It must hav been a herculean labor to 
gather the materials for this History. The 
sad land of which it tells had for ages been 
almost lost to view; the national spirit 
seemed to hav been extinguished in the 
seething waters of despotism, and the very 
name had come to be understood more as 
a metonym for literary vagabondage than 
as designating the dwelling place of a 
great nation. But the connection of sev- 
eral members of that nation with the foun- 
dation of the American colonies, the 
presence of so large a body of their coun- 
trymen in the United States, and the ex- 
periences of the patriots of Bohemia in 
Europe— experiences so similar to those of 
the founders of this republic—render the 
history of Bohemia’s career essential to 
the education of every American. To one 
who has the pleasure and honor to know 
the educated, progressiv Bohemian. Amer- 
ican, and who is somewhat familiar with 
the tragic events which make up the his- 
tory of his fatherland, the mere name of 
Bohemia isa word to thrill and inspire. 
It isa difficult task to be judicial in the 
presence of the heroes and martyrsof such 
a country, as they are made to liv again by 
the pen of the sympathetic historian. 
But, fortunately, enthusiasm and truth do 
not conflict, in this instance, and so the 
reader can abandon himself with no mis- 
givings to the sad pleasure which the 
perusal of Mr. Vickers’s book is sure to giv 
him. 

The civil constitution of Bohemia is the 
parent of that of England and our own. 
It is well for us to study the history of 
centuries’ struggle ‘‘to maintain and trans- 
mit au institutional system, almost ident- 
ical with that of the United States, during 
those dark ages when almost all semblance 
of a recognition of popular institutions 
. had elsewhere disappeared. To the many 
struggles of Bohemia we owe the perpet 
uation of our boasted freedom in an era 
when only the Bohemian arm was raised 
in its defense." Seven centuries before 
the Mayflower landed this struggle was in 
progress, and though during the six suc- 
ceeding centuries the spirit that waged it 
sometimes nearly died out, it was never 
subdued, though often beaten, and almost 
crushed into obliteration for two hundred 
and seventy years. The struggle fora free 
mind, for a free body, for popular self- 
government, and national independence— 
in a word, for /éberty—was persistent and 
blood flowed in rivers. ‘‘ Bohemia’s early 
enlightenment and free civil policy in one 


*History of Bohemia. By Robert H. 
Vickers. Chicago: Charles H. Sergel 
Company. Cloth, octavo, 763 pp. Price, 
$3.50. For sale at this office. 
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sense proved its misfortune, inasmuch as 
the rest of the world was then too barbar- 
ous and too eruel either to understand or 
to tolerate it." To understand the extreme 
diffieulty attendant upon the effort to 
gather the materials for an accurate his- 
tory of this devoted country, the reader į 
must understand that the enemies of Bo- 
hemia hay ever striven to destroy its liter- 
ature. ‘‘Only by remnants discovered at | 
intervals outside its borders, from Italy to 
Sweden, and from Silesia to Scotland, hav 
chroniclers and scholars been able to 
secure the memorials sufficient for a his- 
tory.” ‘Again and again has the work of 
centuries been effaced by the fury of the 
devastator, and as late as 1849 there were 
those who traversed the land destroying 
Bohemia’s books with as much vindictiv- 
ness as of old.” 

Five principal periods constitute the 
story of Bohemia: 

I. From the foundation of the nation to 
the death of Otakar, 1278. 

II. From 1278 to the close of the Huss- 
ite wars. 1485. l ads 

III. From the Hussite wars to the 
Reformation period and the calamities of 
1545. 

IV. From 1545 to the dreadful disasters 
and cruel sufferings, 1620-1635. 

V. From that period tothe revival of 
Bohemian language and life, 1848-1870. 

In Chapter X Mr. Vickers tells of the 
conflict that was precipitated in Bohemia 
by the determination of Rome to root the 
married clergy out and substitute there- 
for the celibate priesthood. In this con- 
nection, he says: ‘‘In imitation of the 
more logical Oriental religious mendicants 
and fakirs, with whom dirt was equivalent 
to holiness, who smeared ashes and other 
viler things on their faces, and defiled 
themselvs with all uncleanness in demon- 
stration of their subjugation of the senses, 
the Christian ascetics perverted the very 
institution of their own existence by en- 
deavors to root out the faculties and in- 
stincts that render man capable of virtue 
and love, and fill him with the warm feel- 
ings of kindly zeal in tender sympathy 
with social and domestic loves and duties. 
The body came to be regarded, most 
illogically and stupidly, as an enemy to be 
crushed by every severity, and when it 
became like charcoal as to all feelings, 
when it was no longer a body but a shape 
with every human attribute burned out of 
it, it was supposed to hav attained perfec- 
tion. * * * Rome adopted the principle 
of converting the clergy of every country 
into an ecclesiastical police as far removed 
as possible from the laity in social sympa- 
thies. Everywhere the married priests 
were denounced. Synods decreed and 
pulpits thundered. In Spain, France, 
Italy, England, Germany the ban of the 
church was hurled against married priests 
and their families. Preferments were de- 
nied to the sons of the clergy.” Ata 
council held in Rome in 1051 the wives of 
priests, ‘‘ who saw their own sons priests, 
found’ themselvs suddenly made helots 
and criminals, cast out from all society. 
degraded, and scorned, and declared 
Siaves to the Cathedral church of Lat- 
eran; while all the bishops in Europe 
were directed to apply the same awful 
scourge within their jurisdiction, and 
make the wives of the clergy slaves to the 
churches in every diocese.” 

Of course it is well known that Rome 
had ample Bible authority for its prefer- 
ence for the celibate priesthood. Paul de- 
votes £n entire chapter toa laudation of 
the virgin devotee and says that marriage 
is to be contracted only as the lesser of 
two evils. . 

During the eontinuance of this war 
against the married clergy ‘‘ the whole of 
Europe was deafened by a shriek for an- 
other crusade " against the Saracen. The 
tornado of excitement swept over Bo- 
hemia as well as the rest of Western 
Europe. Thousands rallied to the stand- 
ards of Louis VIT. and Conrad. The cru- 
sade was a failure and the few who re- 
turned had learned ‘‘that the mundane 
blessings of order, foresight, disciplin, 
and a commissariat, as well as the philos- 
ophy of worldly wisdom necessary for the 
command of an army, cannot be supplied 
by empty fanaticism and ignorance, how- 
ever fervid in devotions. The cry, ‘The 
army of the Lord,’ creates neither bread 
nor strategy. Rarely had an overthrow 
been more dreadful. The Bohemians re- 
turned in deep disgust at the blind infatu- 
ation that set conceited fanaticism where 
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precise military arrangements ought to 
hav been.” 

Referring to the wholesale expulsion of 
various dissenting elements of the popula- 
tion of Bohemia and Moravia, Mr. Vickers 
observes that it is thus that bigotry and 
tyranny robbed the nations of their best 
characters, dennding their populations of 
hereditary gifts and graces, and steriliz- 
ing the coming ages. ‘‘ The effect of such 
proscriptions has appeared in the predomi- 
nance of inferior qualities in several cen- 
tral European countries, and accounts for 
much of the degradation and viciousness 
of character that still defiles European 
provinces and is the curse of American 
cities and industrial centers. It is difficult 
to feel sympathy for populations that hav 
wilfully wasted themselvs by the destruc- 
tion of their own most inquiring .and 
enterprising members.” If one would 
hav a realizing sense of what the church 
has done for the impoverishment and 
poisoning of the blood of the race let him 
carefully study the history of one small 
country of Europe and Tio wil see in 
miniature a picture of the devastation 
wrought in them all by the same malign 
power. : 

The '' History of Bohemia” should be 
read by everyone who may think that re- 
ligion vested with political power is not a 


.| curse to all who come under its sway. If 


there are those who favor the cessation of 
activ antagonism to the encroachments of 
the Sabbatarians and other-theocrats and 
champions of injected righteousness, on 
the ground that the liberties of a free 
people cannot be overthrown in this day 
of intelligence, let those persons follow 
carefully the narrativ of Mr. Vickers, and 
there learn how many and insidious are 
the devices of ecclesiastics for the extin- 
guishment of enlightenment and the con- 
sequent destruction of all that a free peo- 
ple hold dear, 

The work is illustrated by a map anda 
number of pictures, including portraits of 
John Hus, Cosmos, Dean of Prague, John 
Zizka, John Amos Komensky, Charles 
Harrlicek, Francis Palacky, and other 
distinguished sons of Bohemia. The bind- 
ing is good, the paper and letter-press are 
excellent and the illustrations well de- 
signed and executed. The volume is cer- 
tainly a desirable addition to our libraries 
of history, and we hope that the publishers 
will succeed in putting it into the hands of 
a great many Americans who are such by 
birth, as well as those who are citizens by 
adoption. 

In the Bohemian Voice of Omaha of 
November 1, we find a portrait and bio- 
graphical sketch of the author of the 
** History of Bohemia." From it we learn 
that Mr. R. H. Vickers is a nativof Dublin 
and a graduate of the famous Trinity Col- 
lege in that city. In 1891 he published 
his great work, ‘‘The Martyrdoms of 
Literature." He is a member of the Chi- 
cago bar. By the way, the Chicago bar is 
contributing considerable very valuable 
literature to the world. It was a member 
of that guild, Mr. Bronson C Keeler, who 
gave us that splendid little book, ‘‘A 
Short History of the Bible,” and another 


member, Judge Charles B. Waite, who 


wrote the much-prized work, ‘‘The His- 
tory of the Christian Religion to the Year 
Two Hundred." 


Tux TRUTH BEKKER ANNUAL for 1895 is 
the best issued. Its articles are in a 
high degree entertaining and instructiv. 
Colonel Ingersoll givs us ‘‘The Old and 
the New." The clergy are fond of telling 
ns what the church has done for woman. 
Matilda Joslyn Gage tells us ** What the 
Chureh Has Not Done for Woman." 
“What are Women Here For?" asks 
Helen H. Gardener. We know what one 
woman, Helen H. Gardener, is here for. 
She is here to write good, reformatory 
books and essays, and the article contrib- 
uted to the Annuar is bright and interest- 
ing. Mr. Putnam reviews the work of 
the Freethought Federation of America; 
James B. Alexander recounts the ‘‘ Pro- 
gress of Science;” A. H. Hamilton con- 
tributes an article on ‘‘Freethought in the 
Church and in the Higher Literature;” 
Henry Rowley, the gallant captain of the 
Brooklyn Freethinkers, tells ‘‘What We 
Stand For," while the Editor givs an in- 
teresting historical sketch of ‘‘Freethought 
in the United States” for the last three or 
four years. Susan H. Wixon and Katie 
Kehm Smith giv valuable advice regard- 
ing the instruction of children. John 
Peck’s friends will all desire to read his 
account of ‘A Queer God and his Queer 
Book.” George Macdonald supplies the 
poetry, and givs us a story about ‘‘ The 
One-Horned Ox,” in his own inimitable 
style. Neglect to send for the ANNUAL, 
and you will miss one of the best things of 
the season. J. E. REMsBURG. ` 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Waar has ecclesiasticism to do with 
moral laws? It puts them all aside and 
puts its own creed and catechism in their 
place.—J. A. Froude. 


Men partially adapted to the social state 
retrograde on being placed in circum- 
stances which call forth the old propensi- 
ties. — Herbert Spencer. 


Faru in the solidarity and fraternity of 
the nations is becoming universal  Nei- 
ther milliards of rubles, nor millions of 
soldiers, nor wars, nor revolutions, can 
accomplish what one free man ean do.— 
Tolstoi. 


We are all tattooed in our cradles with the 
beliefs of our tribe; the record may seem 
superficial, but it is indelible. You can 
not educate a man wholly out of the su- 
perstitious fears which were early im- 
planted in bis imagination, no matter how 
utterly his reason may reject them.— 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


Tux story of freedom proceeds, Each 
day givs its chapter. The interest never 
lessens. There seem defeats, victories; 
there seem negativ results, that mean 
neither success nor failnre; there seem in- 
terruptions to the plot, episodes, digres- 
sions, that turn laugh upon philosophers 
and chagrin upon priests. But the placid 
tenor of event, every item of phenomena 
at peace with its neighbor, opens its book 
daily to afresh-written page.—Horace L. 
Traubel. 


THERE cannot be the slightest doubt in 
the world that the argument which applies 
to the improvement of the horse from an 
earlier stock, or of ape from ape, applies 
to the improvement of man from some 
simpler and lower stock than man. There 
is not a single faculty—functional or 
structural, moral, intellectual, or instinctiv 
—there is no faculty whatever that is 
not capable of improvement; there is no 
faculty whatever which does not depend 
upon structure, and, as structure tends to 
vary. it is capable of being improved.— 
T. H. Huxley. 


Tuer fact that climatic and other mate- 
rial necessities, partly originating from 
national habits, partly from the demands 
of labor, cause the modern world to cover 
itself at nearly all times with garments 
has no relation to this question [nude in 
art] and does not account for the attitude 
of those who find nude art objectionable. 
Tt is notable that this feeling toward the 
body, proclaimed from the desert cells of 
Lybra, the ruins of Syria, from the cata- 
combs of Rome, and emphasized by the 
fierce cutthroat secretaries of Greece 
Alexandria, and Asia Minor, was followed 
by a thousand years of moral as well as 
intellectual degradation. Not as a conse- 
quence, but coincidently. The modern 
objection to the nude in art is not openly 
and distinctly on religious grounds, but 
on the score of morality, an approach by 
indirection. — Roger Cunningham, in 
American Art Printer. 


Portos rest on necessary foundations, 
and cannot be treated with levity. Re- 
publics abound in young civilians, who 
believe that the laws make the city, that 
grave modifications of the policy and 
modes of living, and employments of the 
population, that commerce, education, and 
religion, may be voted in or out; and that ' 
any measure, though it were absurd, may 
be imposed on a people, if only you get 
sufficient voices to make ita law. But the 
wise know that foolish legislation is a rope 
of sand which perishes in the twisting; 
that the state must follow, and not lea 
the character and progress of the citizen; 
the strongest usurper is quickly got rid of, 
and they only who build on Ideas build 
for eternity ; and that the form of govern- 
ment which prevails is the expression of 
what cultivation exists in the population 
which permits it. The law is only a mem- 
orandum.—Ralph Waldo Emerson, 


Tink of the fanaticism, of the endless 
persecutions! First of all think of the re- 
ligious wars, this atrocious madness, of 
which the ancients had no conception ; 
then of the Crusades, which were an ut- 
terly unjustifiable massacre with the war- 
cry, **God wills it,” in order to gain pos- 
session of the grave of him who preached 
love and tolerance. Think of the cruel 
expulsion and extermination of the Moors 
and Jews from Spain. Think of the mas- 
sacres, the slaughters, and inquisitions; 
think of the great and blood-shedding 
conquests of the Mohammedans in three 
continents; think of the Christians in 
America, where they exterminated the 
nativs to a great extent—in Cuba, where 
they exterminated them altogether, and 
where, according to Las Casas, they mur- 
dered within forty years twelve million 
men—all, of course, ad majorem Det 
gloriam, and for the sake of spreading 
the gospel, and also because all those who 
were not Christians were not regarded ag 
human beings.— Schopenhauer, 
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JYot for Parsons. 


IF we voted as we pray it wouldn't take 
long to get the returns.— Puck, 


Waen people are prosperous they go to 
the theater; and when they are not, they 
go to the church. —Investigator. 


AT a recent wedding in Ohio, the minis- 
ter was about to salute the bride, when 
she stopped him with, ‘‘No, mister, I giv 
up them vanities now.” 


** Do you like Zoroaster, Mr. Cahokia?” 
she asked, ‘' Why, Miss Ticklowell,” an- 
swered the young man somewhat vaguely, 
“I don’t object to it, you know, but I al- 
ways preferred the yeller kind,” 


Sonne: Camp-meeting; young man com- 
ing down from the mourner’s bench. 
Anxious Friend (grasping him by the 
hand): ‘‘Is it well with your soul, brother?” 
Young Man (ruefully): ‘Yes, but I’ve lost 
my hat."— Life. 


A OURATE, who was reproached by hls 
bishop for not believing as much as him- 
self, replied: ** Consider the difference of 
remuneration. Iam sure that, pound for 
pound, I believe as much as your lord- 
Ship."—Z"reethinker. 


“Way, Tom, they ain't nothink in his 
pockets but a Bible àn' a quarter of a dol- 
Jar!" '*'Put the Bible back, Jim, put it 
back. The money we kin keep, but do 
not let us sink so low as to forgit that the 
book is sacred!" — Life. 


OvER the portal of a magnificent villa 
near Dresden, Saxony, is written: ** Come 
unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy- 
laden, and I will giv you rest." But at 
the back entrance to the garden is a sign 
that reads: '*No beggars admitted. The 
dog bites." 


Faramr O'RoUnxz: ‘ Michael, my son, 
I hope you vote as I do." Mike Finni- 
gan: **An' how does your rivirince vote?" 
Father O'Rourke: '*Oh, I vote as I pray." 
Mike Finnigan: ‘‘Och, it's for money, 
thin. Yis, your reverence, Oi am wid 
yez."— Life. : 


Fuossy is a little girl whose ideas of 
ereation are yet crude, but.she is very 
curious. ‘‘Is all of us made out of dust, 
mamma?” she asked the other day. 
‘Yes, Flossie.” ‘Little babies, too?” 
“Yes.” The child was silent for a mo- 
ment. ‘‘Mamma,” she said, ‘* Heaven 
must be & drefful dusty place." 


SUNDAY Sonoon SuPERINTENDENT: ''I 
am glad to see quite a number of new 
faces with us to-day—bright, eager faces, 
full of interest in the Sunday school, and 
rejoicing to be here. And now, before 
we close this little talk about the lesson 
and listen to the report of the secretary, I 
will wait a moment to see if there are any 
points that hav been overlooked. Has 
anyone a question to ask?” Several of 
the New Boys: ‘‘ Goin’ to hav a Chris’mus 
tree this year?”—Chicago Tribune. 


Ir was only the other Sunday some 
tourists from Manchester were tramping 
about the highlands in search of the 
beautiful, when, becoming thirsty, they 
made their way to a farm, and asked the 
old lady to sell them some milk. Bat 
Mrs. MoGregor, deeply religious, felt 
shocked, and exclaimed: ‘‘ Whit did ye 
say? Sell mulk onthe Saubath day? Na, 
na! I couldna dae that; but ye talk so de- 
cent I’ll just gae ye thripence worth for 
naething, an’ ye can jist make me a pres- 
ent o' a shullin’.”— Sporting Chronicle. 


DANOIN’ DAVID. 


There was a lad was born lang syne; 

The first of ancient kingly line— 

A saintly loon to God’s ain min’— - 
The name he bore was David. 


David was a daffin' * lad, 
Dancin’, daffin'; dancin’, daffin’; 
David was a daffin’ lad, 

Dancin’, daffin’ David, 


His first exploit whan but a loon, 

And ere he wore the regal gown, 

"Was when he cracked Goliath's croon, 
An’ proved the worth o' David. 


An’ syne as king o' Jewish race, 

He focht so hard to keep his place, 

That bluid was spilt without surcease, 
In aid o' saintly David. 


Afore the ark he jigged sae weel, 

An’ hoched and blew in holy reel, 

That his guid wife turned on her heel 
An’ flyted t saintly David. 


But a’e guid wife was far ower-few 

Whan fair Bathsheba cam’ in view; 

But that bit daffin' made him rue, 
An’ wrocht foul shame on David. 


This auld-time saint gaed t thro' the mill, 
An' whan o' life he had his fill ; 
He dee'd as kings and commons will, 
An' God was prood o' David. 
—"lhe Gaberlunzie, in London Free- 
thinker. : 


* Love-making.  tSoolded. 1 Went. 
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Gevrge Macdonald; Maytime in Midwinter, by 
A. C. Swinburne (Selected); Soul Hunger. b: 
by Dr. J. L. York; A 
Difficulty aud Its Remedy, by C B. "Reynolds; 
1981: Its Story in England, by Charles Brad- 
augh. 


Witn Thiriy-seven Portraits of Prominent Amer- 
ican Freethinkers, ana Numerous Iustrations. 


1886—CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filehes from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtiandt Palmar; 
my Dream, by Sa muel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of our Foreign-born 
Population; The Curate of Ohnrnside (S lected 
Story), bv James Parna; How Voltaire Died, by 
the Éditor; The Iron Virgin; Religio's Div sions 
of the World; Paine Memorial Hail (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. S. 1820- 


Cents Each. 


1884; Freethought in Australia: Freethought on 
the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought. Journals; Religious Denominations; 
Area an? Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Leoturers. 
With Thirty Portraits of Distinguished Euro- 
pean Freethinkers, Scientists, and Philoso- 
phers, and Numerous other Illustrations. 


1887 OUT OF PRINT. 


1888—CONTENTS: 

Calendar for 1858; Freethought in the U. 8. 
1887; Bible Studies (Illustrated), George E. 
Maedonald—Moses, Adam The Forbidden Fruit, 
A Voice Walketh, Git! Agriculture, The Decease 
of Adam, Adam's Sons Cain Abscondeth; The 
Heart of Man Groweth Wicked, The Flood Epi- 
sode, Man and Beast; Deism and atheism, by 
Robert C Adams; Life in a Trappist Monastery. 
E.J. Bowtell; On Religion, Extract from Shelley; 
The American Secular Union, by Samuel t. Put- 
nam; International Freethought Congress; Sun- 
day Amusements, by F. M. Holland; The Blas- 
phemv Case; How the Layman is Deceived, by 
Ww. M. Macdonald: A Horrible Man, by L. #. 
Washburn; The Hindoo Theologian (Poem); The 
Protest (Poem); When Did Jehoshaphat Die? by 
J. E. Remsburg; Subjects of Illustration; Por- 
traits. 

With Twenty-four Portraits af Distinguished 
American Freethinkers, Scientists, and Philos- 
ophers, and Numerous Other IWustrations. 


1889--CONTENTS: | 

Calendar for 1889; Freethought in the United 
States for 1889; Liberalism: A Symposium —Col. 
R, G. Ingersoll. James Parton, Helen H. Gar- 
dener, S, P. Putnam, Charles Watts, E. A. Stevens 
Sec. À. S. U., Parker Pilsbury. Robert C. Adams, 
J. D. Shaw, F. M. Holland, E. B. toote, Jr. MD, 
Lucy N. Colman, J. H. Bornham, L. K Wash- 
burn, Ella. Gibson. Susan H. Wixon, John Peck, 

. S. Bell, E. C Walker, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Dr. 
Juliet £ Severence, Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Col. J. R. 
Kelso, G. H, Dawes; The Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism; Ingersoll and Shakspere. 


With Iilustrations. 
1830—OUT OF PRINT. ` 


18931—CONTENTS: 

Calendar for 1891; Freethought in the United 
States, 1890; Story of the Year Abroad; Some 
Alaskan Myths. by Ida C. Craddock, Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the A S. U. (Illustrated); Paent 
Spooks: Where are They? by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; Where the Roman Catholics Got a Litany; 
Side Lights en South Sea Missions, by Ada 
Campbell (Illustrated); Disadvantages of Spec- 
ialism in the Advocacy of Reform, by A. B. Brad- 
ford; Shutin’ Joe, by Watson Heston (Illus- 
trated); G»ining Ground in England. 

With Mustrations, 


There were no issues for 1892, 1893, and 1894. 


Any Annual in Print Sent to Any Address for 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


SEND ME YOU 


Holiday Orders. 


PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


New Model Otto. Wettstein "Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 


GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw duat-proof, 
silverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45; $50, $60, $70, 


to $200. 
LADIES’ SIZE. ` 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
ease, warranted 20 years, $80. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. . 

Regu'ar Grade American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, ete. 


PRICES. 

7 jeweled 80z. strew open face silverine case, $4,75 

7 80z. $ " silver “ 075 

7 " jb5year “ s gold-filled * 1000 
y LI [y [ri DET LI “s 18 00 

7 “ 35 “ hunting ee * 1400 

7 LII 20 [II ee “ LLI 17 00 
7 s 20 “ hunt., Louis xiv. gold-filled 20 00 
7 14kt. solid gold open face case 2800. 
7 “ Jkt. d hunting " 35 00 
11 " $imore; 15 jeweled, 82.50 more. 

15 '* adi, $4 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $6 more 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, ete. 

PRICES., 


7 jeweled in 20 year, plain or engraved, $1150 
Tem 20 * full eng d and scalloped. 15 00 
gyo s 20 “ 14kt. solid gold, -  - 2000 
T us 20 “ 14kt. $ heavy, 3000 
o f $1 more. 
15 CU 4 more. 
15 ". adj. 6 more. 
In fine plush cases per express prepaid. 


CHAINS. 

Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4, and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 


The Freethought Badge and Charms. 

Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; l4kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. . 

Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With'fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 

KOI yy, Small Size Badge.— : 
A LOkt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
ý With genuine chip dia- 
mond, $6. With fall eut 

pP?" genuine diamond, $10. 
Charms.—10kt. $8, 14kt. $4. With 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15. 
The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 

Repvorp PRICE-LIST.— Zen Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
I ean save you money in anything in 
my line. 


* QJ, 
2; 


Orders filled same day received. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, ete. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler, 


Rochelle, Ilinois, 
Established 1857. 
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‘Tux reports of the atrocities in Armenia 
still grow worse. 


Tue famous eld Delavan House at Al- 
bany was burned on the night of Dec. 30. 


TAaLMAGE is to preach regularly in New 
York at the Academy of Musie, beginning 
on January 6th. 


Tue British bark Osseo was wrecked on 
Holyrood Breakwater on Dec. 30, and all 
on board—twenty-four—perished. 


. Dzzs and his associates hav deoided, it 
is reported, not to appeal their ease to the 
Supreme Court, but go to jail at onoe. 


On December 26th Sicily suffered from 
seven more earthquake shocks. Other 
parts of Italy were shaken on the 27th. 


Mayor HorxkiNs threatens to raid several 
of the rich and powerful social clubs of 
Chicagoif gambling in them is not stopped. 


GOVERNOR MITCHELL of Florida honored 
the requisition of Governor Hogg of 
Texas tor M. Flagler, the Standard Oil 
magnate. AP 


Tur recent European storm did great 
damage in Holland. The water in the 
Streets of Rotterdam was higher than it 
has been before in seventy years. 


THE coldest weather in the South for 
years, prevailed during the past week. 
The Florida orange crop is reported dam- 
aged to the extent of millions of dollars. 


Tue town council of Abingdon, Ill, 
passed, at the recommendation of the 
mayor, an ordinance prohibiting the prac- 
tice of hypnotism, on penalty of $25 fine. 


THE reorganization of the New York 
post office force drops forty employees 
from the rolls, raises the salaries of about 
600 and reduces those of 125, or there- 
abouts. 


Ex-Senator James G. Fam of Cali- 
fornia, the bonanza millionaire, died in 
San Francisco on Dec. 28. He was horn 
in Clonger, county Tyrone, Ireland, Dee. 
8, 1831. , 


Cuma has chosen ex-Secretary of State 
John W, Foster as its counsel in the peace 
negotiations with Japan. Mr. Foster left 
for the East, via Vancouver, on Decem- 
ber 29th. 


Tux investigations of the Lexow com- 
mittee Show that members of Tammany, 
of the Republican party, and of the State 
Democracy are involved in the rascalities 
unearthed, 


Taz Rev. N. D. Hillis, of the Presbyte- 
rian church of Evanston, Ill., will take 
the place of the late Professor Swing as 
pastor of the Central Music Hall church 
of Chicago. 


Ox Dec. 29th Battalion-Chief Bresnan 
and Assistant-Chief Rooney of the New 
York fire depariment were killed at a fire 
on 28d street, and several other firemen 
were injured. 


GovzgnNoR FLOWER said on December 
28th that he would under no circumstances 
pardon any person convicted of election 
frauds. He would noteven listen to argu- 
ments for pardon. 


Capt. Jonn T. STEPHENSON, the first of 
the New York police ‘‘ pantatas” to be 
convicted of bribery, was sentenced to 
serve three years and nine months in Sing 
Sing and to pay a fine of $1,000. 


SAMUEL C. SEELY, the defaulting book- 
keeper of the National Shoe and Leather 
Bank of this city, whose robberies 
amounted to $354,000, has been sentenced 
to the Kings County penitentiary for 
eight years. 


By the overturning of a lamp at a 
Christmas-Eve gathering at Silver Lake, 
- Lake county, Or., forty-one persons were 
burned or smothered to death and sixteen 
were badly injured, five of whom will 
probably die. 


THERE is great. destitution in New- 
foundland asthe result of the late financial 
smash there and the outlook is very dark 
for the winter and even after that, for 
years. Many consider that emigration is 
the only way of relief. 


On December 25th the famous ‘Clift 
House,” the property of Adolph Sutro, 
the millionaire reform mayor-elect of San 
Francisco, was destroyed by fire. Upon 
the site Mr. Sutro wil build a million. 
dollar structure of steel and stone. 


New York was visited by a severe 
northeaster on December 26th and 97th. 
Nine inches of snow fell and a rain at the 
elose made the snow-burdened streets 
almost impassable. It turned very cold, 
and the frigid wave has swept over a con- 
siderable part of the country. 


Tue Wekerle ministry of Hungary has 
resigned, owing to differences with the 
emperor, It will not affect the progress 
of the liberal movement, so far as appear- 
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SIGNS OF TROUBLE. 


And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right } 


lard to astist bim.— Zech. iii, 1. 


y 


To the Senate and Assembly of the Legislature of the State of New York: 


We citizens of the State of New York, respectfully request you to repeal the Sunday law of this Srate. 


We ask this because, 


First, Sunday being a period of time of precisely the same nature as Saturday or Monday, there is no 


natural reason for its being elevated above or depressed below the other days of the week. 


Second, Said Sunday law is, in the best possible view of it, useless; it is wholly inoperative as a 
conserver of the rights of any inhabitant of the State. 


Third, It is invasive of the eĝual rights of the citizens of the State, an impertinent meddling with their 
private affairs, and its effect is to‘disturb their peace and rob them of their earnings. 


Fourth, In making or amending our laws, common sense and experience should be the guides, instead of 


sentiment—religious or otherwise. Experience has demonstrated that Sunday laws are not observed by the 
people, and common sense teaches that, in the nature of things, they never will be, for it cannot be wrong to 


do on one day what it is right to do on another. 


The people, feeling this and knowing this, will not be gov- 


erned by the dead churchmen who made these laws, which are anachronistic and have been perpetuated by 


hypocrisy. Here we will call your attention to the words of Martin Luther, a churchman we are willing to 


put against the ecclesiastics of to-day : “ As regards the Sabbath, or Sunday, there is no necessity of keeping 


it. 


If anywhere the day is made holy for the mere day's sake—if anywhere anyone sets up its 


observance upon a Jewish foundation—then I order you to work on it, to dance on it, to ride on it, to feast 


on it—to do anything that shall reprove this encroachment on the Christian spirit of liberty." 


Fifth, Sunday laws are vicious, for they are used as instruments of blackmail and of cruel oppression 


by the police of the cities, as the revelations of the Lexow Committee abundantly show. They produce 


more crime than they could possibly prevent, for blackmail is more immoral than drinking. 


Sixth, All such laws are essentially religious in their intent and effect and as such they are opposed to 
the spirit of our institutions, which do not favor the union of church and state. The Sunday law of the 
State of New York is no exception to the rule, and it should be immediately repealed in the interest of relig- 


ious liberty, if for no other reason. 


This law is a survival from the time when there was a state church and 


the civil power enforced the Sunday law of the state church, just as it enforced that church's blasphemy 


and heresy statutes. 


But where there is no state church the state has nothing to do with the enforcement 


of the domestic rules of any church or those of Christianity in its entirety. 


For these and other reasons we ask the entire repeal of the Sunday laws rather than a patching which 


shall discriminate against one business and foster another. 


We ask that the liquor trade be subject to the 
same rules on Sunday that it is on other days. and the same with all other kinds of business. 


It is not 


proper for the state to legislate in the interests of any legitimate trade as against any other legitimate trade, 


and we ask your careful attention to this admitted fact and particularly ask you to bear in mind the also 


admitted fact that Sunday laws are 


a fruitul source and an adequate means of blackmail. 


ances now indicate, although serious and 
continued opposition at Vienna might 
transform the liberal into a radical move- 
ment, ; 


Iw their testimony before the Lexow 
Committee Police Commissioner Martin 
and Superintendent Byrnes said that it 
was impossible to keep the force up to a 
high standard, owing to the political influ- 
ences brought to bear to secure positions 
for ‘‘ workers,” Byrnes reflected severely 
on the commissioners, 


THE legislature of Georgia takes the 


** high moral ground” that woman should 
not earn her own living in occupations 
which will permit her to handle her 
wages, and so it has defeated & resolution 
authorizing the governor to carry out his 
desire to appoint à woman to the office of 
assistant librarian. 


Ir is reported that a hospital at San 
Gabriel, in which were 120 rebel wounded, 
was burned by Brazilian troops, the vic- 
tims who tried to escape being driven 


back into the flames, It is about an even 
thing whether the story is true or false, 
as dispatches from that part of the world 
are not the most reliable. - 


Cmanngs W. Mowsray, the English 
Revolutionary Communist, was arrested 
in Philadelphia on December 28th on the 
charge of having said in a speech that the 
flag was fit only to wipe one’s nose on and 
that the police should be wiped off the 
face of the earth. He was sent to jail to. 
await trial in default of bail for $1,200. 
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TRYING TO DAM (DAMN) THE FREETHOUGHT TORRENT. 


400 Years of 
From Columbus to Ingersoll 


UR, 


Large Octavo, 165 pages, Gilt Sides 


——o-) tomo G-0— 


and Back, Marbled Edges. 


Freethought. 


By Samuel Porter Putnam  . 


ET HY D 


Price, $5; with The 


‘Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 


PARRA ADDR AAAA AAAA NNN mene 


HE IRUZTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed. in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Hunpaxp Years or 
Freersovert has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty, 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


ae ain’ 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist’s and engraver’s skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep YEARS or FaEETHOUGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as & manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 


. sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 


ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the FreethoughtPress. 


Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 Laraverra Pracz, New Your. 
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TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


~ 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trurs SEEKER one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, eren social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Hunprep YEARS oF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church, 


UY. 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 
AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF TIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated PRESYON 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


ORRIN hoo 


~ 


~~ 


For $5 we willsend Tax Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and «Paine's 
great Works Complete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tms TaurH SEEKER one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TauTH Szxxzr one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tue Truru Szzxzr one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurn Sxzrxzs one year ($8) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). ; 

For $4 we will send Tuz TRUTH Szzxer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurs Szexzr one year ($3) and “Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


; The Freethinker's Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH nac $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


 gitbowl,50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEEK 
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The Truth Seeker. 
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MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 


Three months, (trial subscribers, in advance, 
Six LII € LLI * 


GERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


—OF— 


3 The Truth Seeker. ie 
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AN Drafta, Checho and Monay Orders, to be made payable to 4 
E» NH. MACDONALD, 


C TERMS ==> 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
$0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 


SUBSCRIPTION. - - 1.50 one remittance, =- e = > a > $7.00 
Single subscription, one year, . 3.00 One subscription with three new subsctibers, in 
One subscription two years, “ « - 5.00 one remittance, LLLI 8.50 
Two new subscribers, 4 "o. 5.00 One subscriptiou with four new subscribers, in 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, -~ =- e >e 52 o 10.00 
5.00 . 


remittance, - - - 


P Fl out the accompanying Subscription. 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 


will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 


Blank and forward to THE TEUTH SEEKER, 


he will not only get his own /7ee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 


free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


with them the advantages of the club rates. 


This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


In eonnection with our * Missionary Scheme " of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Tug TaurH SxzkEeR for awhile. To this end we 


make the following offer: 
To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tux TRUTH 
Szzxzr for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
this at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper,comes 
will send us & six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

RS Lafayette PL, New York. 
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SUSAN H, WIXON 
ON 


“THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN.” 


A Contribution to Science. 
In Tue Teura Sezxer of January 19 (next week) 
Jonn P. WsirrLE will explain the CAUSE OF THE 


GULF STREAM AND ALL SIMILAR OCEAN 
CURRENTS. 


The Campaign in This State. 


We hope our readers will giv us what moral and 
financial aid they can in circulating the petition to 
the legislature for the repeal of the Sunday laws in 
this state. It is particularly the fight of the citizens 
of New York, but as every struggle of this kind any- 
where in the country helps in all states, aid from 
outsiders interested in the attempt to realize the 
Nine Demands will not be refused. 

The time is particularly opportune this winter, as 
there is to be a general discussion of the Sunday 
issue at Albany. The liquor dealers of the state seem 
to hav been promised by both parties—and very 
strongly by the party which won in the late election 
—that their interests shall be considered, and 
legislation in their interests enacted. This is gen- 
erally understood to mean opening the saloons for 
a portion of each Sunday. Of course such legisla- 
tion will be strenuously resisted by the ecclesiastics, 
who see in this another chance for the people to 
slip away from them. The matter will be argued 
pro and con, and the church will show her hand, 
and the clergy are sure to expose the real animus of 
their protests against the proposed law, which is to 
save to themselvs the day on which they earn their 
living. 

This will giv the Freethinkers their opportunity, 
and they will miss it sadly if they do not jump in 
and see that the legislators hav the true doctrin on 
the Sunday question presented to them. 

We propose to send the petitions out all through 
the state, together with printed arguments against 


any Sunday legislation; to get the petitions signed 
numerously and presented to every member of the 
Senate and Assembly; and when the Sunday legis- 
lation is referred to the proper committee for con- 
sideration and recommendation thereon, it is our 
intention to hav scme good men represent the 
Freethinkers and make some speeches to that 
committee. 

This will cost money—a good deal of it. We 
ought to hav five hundred dollars at least. The 
clerical forces will spend thousands of dollars. The 
Freethinkers cannot do that, but we believe they 
can raise enough to do what we hav so briefly out- 
lined. Tux Teora Szzxer is bound to do something 
to start the thing going, and how vigorous we can 
make the fight will depend upon how much we are 
aided. A ten dollar bill will do a great deal, and 
we would like to hav every New Yorker who can 
afford it send us one of them to push this along. If 
you cannot send ten, send five, or four, or whatever 
you can spare for this work. 

Let us hear from you at once, friends, so we can 
know what to depend upon. The more you send 
the hotter will we make the fight. 


The “Sabbath” Campaign. 


Following the * Sabbath" convention at Williams- 
port, came that at Greensburg, Pa., on Dec. 12 and 
13. The Covenanter papers report that it was a 
* decided success.” We are informed that * Greens- 
burg and vicinity was thoroughly aroused to a sense 
of the peril in which the Sabbath law is placed and 
of the importance of earnest, united work for its 
maintenance." Still more significant is this state- 
meni: 

** All the speakers laid the chief stress, not on the hu- 
manitarian side of the Sabbath law, but on the fact that 
it i8 of divine appointment." 

We are pleased to see that the Sabbatarians hav 
lately been inclined to make comparativly little of 
the pretension that they are working primarily for 
the betterment of the material condition of the 
“laborer.” It is more than probable that our dem- 
onstration of the fact that all classes can get the 
rest they need without the intervention of special 
laws for Sunday has convinced the day-worshipers 
that it will be best for them to stick to their relig- 
ious argument for Sunday legislation, and not at- 
tempt to handle secular firebrands with bare hands. 
But to return to the Greensburg convention pro- 
ceedings: Rev. W. W. Moorehead deplored the fact 
that “after all that the Sabbath had done for Penn- 
sylvania and the nation” it should be necessary to 
meet. together to defend it. He conveniently for- 
gets that the convention was called to defend Sun- 
day laws, not the religious institution of a Sabbath. 
If the rite of baptism had heretofore been compul- 
sory in Pennsylvania, attempts to modify or repeal 
the law enforcing it would not be attack on the rite 
itself, but on the state-enforced observance of a re- 
ligious ceremony. The distinction is clear, and it 
is vital. Mr. Moorehead also remarked that **espe- 
cially since the Sabbath is a divine institution, it is 
both strange and humiliating that there should be 
found in our land those who oppose it.” Here again 
we hay the same attempt to obscure the issue. No 
one objects to the observance of the day as a divine 
institution by those who think it is such. Their 
tyrannous endeavors to compel those to reverence 
it who do not believe in the institution, is what has 
caused all the trouble. These Christian gentlemen 
of the Sabbath associations claim that they are unal- 
terably opposed to the union of church and state, 
and yet they declare that it is strange and humilia- 
ting that there are those who are not willing that 
the state should compel obedience to what they call 


a divine institution. Is it possible that they are so 
bigotry-blinded that they cannot see that when the 
civil power undertakes the enforcement of religious 
law, church and state are united in the most direct 
and effectiv way? Mr. Moorehead declares that 
Sunday is a divine institution, and he demands that 
the state enforce its observance as such, and yet in 
the face of this claim, coupled in the relation of 
cause to this demand as effect, he and his confrères 
assert persistently and vociferously that they stand 
for religious liberty, for the total and perpetual 
separation of state and church. Could self-stultifi- 
cation further go? 

Dr. Moorehead expressed the hope that the new 
governor of Pennsylvania will be “like his predeces- 
sor, who bravely stood between the legislature and 
the Sabbath law.” This time it is the Sabbath law 
that is in jeopardy, instead of the divine institution 
of the Sabbath. Did the reverend gentleman for- 
get the part he was apparently playing? Or does 
he, like some of his brethren, think that the divine 
institution of the Sabbath will go down in ruin 
without the sustaining arm of human law, and that 
it will carry Christianity with it in its fall? To re- 
cur to the comments on ex-Governor Pattison and 
Governor Hastings: ‘The two governors differ a 
little in politics, but they are both Methodists, and 
if we can’t rely on their politics perhaps we can on 
their religion.” It is a very pertinent question 
that this suggests—Should there be any laws on 
the statute books of such a character that the rə- 
ligious opinions of the chief officer of the state 
would in any way affect their retention or enforce- 
ment? The reply cannot be categorical; certainly 
there should be no such statutes as the present 
Sunday laws, but it is easily conceivable that a nar- 
row religionist might be elected who would not 
wish to see a law for the equal taxation of all kinds 
of property, including that owned by the churches, 
strictly enforced. 

Rev. J. A. Marquiss assailed the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists, calling attention to the great amount of 
literature they distributed, and insinuating that, as 
they are so few in number, it is doubtful if they are 
able to bear the financial burdens of this work, and 
as they are in “close alliance with Infidels” a sus- 
picion is raised. This is rich indeed! Mr. Mar- 
quiss attempted to break the force of our contention 
that the state has no more right to enforce the ob- 
servance of Sunday than it has the various rites and 
ceremonies of baptism, the Lord's supper, cireumci- ` 
sion, the passover and the like. He said that it dif- 
fered in character from those rites, and to prove it he 
appealed to the Bible. But he should know that in 
this republic, where the organic law forbids the 
union of religion and the state, no political question 
can be authoritativly settled by the Bible. 

Rev. W. A. Edie thought that “wages for work 
on the Sabbath are ill-gotten and a curse rests upon 
them.” How little hold this superstitious delusion 
has on his mind is shown by the fact that he works 
in the pulpit every Sunday for wages. Rev. A. L. 
Yount, pastor of the Lutheran church of Greens- 
burg, endeavored to prove that Luther was in favor 
of Sunday laws. He said that Luther made a dis- 
tinction between “the law as a moral precept and 
the law with its ceremonial accompaniments.” Lu- 
ther, according to Mr. Yount, “maintained that 
Christians should rise above and be free from that 
slavish feeling which keeps the law merely as a legal 
enactment; - - - but if men will not rise to this 
sphere, if they persist in disregarding the Sabbath 
law, they should be restrained from its public des- 
ecration by the civil power.” But this does not 
explain away Luther’s explicit declaration that 
“there ig no necessity for its [Sunday's] observ- 
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ance," especially as he immediately adds that if we 
do observe the day it should be, “not because 
Moses commanded it," but because nature indicates 
that we should rest at certain times. This shows 
that Luther did not regard the law of the Sabbath 
as of divine origin, further than that God speaks 
through nature. But the modern Sabbatarian is 
not content with this, for he maintains that God 
directly ordered the observance, through all time, 
‘of a Sabbath, and that his orders are registered in 
the Bible. Inasmuch as Luther says that there is 
no necessity for the observance of the Sabbath nor 
of Sunday, as quoted by Michelet, it is perfectly 
clear that he repudiated the claims of both the first 
and the seventh days of the week; and if he could 
thus hold that there is no moral obligation resting 
on the Christian to voluntarily observe either day, 
how could he logically and fairly contend that the 
non-believer should be made to do outward rever- 
ence to the day, or to one of the two days, as Mr. 
Yount says he did? Will the reverend gentleman 
produce his proofs, if he has any? 

Paul S. Gaither, a lawyer, maintained that the 
laws of a people are always founded on their relig- 
ion, and insisted upon the religious element in our 
Sunday legislation. It is to be hoped that Mr. 
Gaither will never occupy a place on the bench. 
Evidently he is not aware that the founders of this 
republic discarded the notion that religion and pol- 
ities could be safely joined, and that they framed 
the Constitution on the broad basis of religious 
freedom, realizing that there never could be justice 
for the minority if the majority were permitted to 
vote dogma into law. The theocrat holds that the 
state can—and must—officially recognize and foster 
religion. The Freethinker maintains that the state 
has no positiv relation to religion, that all it can 
rightfully do is to protect all citizens equally in 
their right to worship or not to worship. This is 
the line of cleavage, sharp and unmistakable, and 
when Sabbatarian speakers and writers argue for 
“the religious element in legislation,” they are 
pleading for the subversion of the civil republic and 
the establishment of a theological despotism on its 
ruins. This is the self-confessed design of the 
Sabbatarians. 

Following the Greensburg meeting came a Na- 
tional Reform Convention at New Castle, December 
18 to 20, inclusiv. The Christian Reformer reports 
that it was a “fine meeting,” nearly two hundred 
delegates being enrolled at the opening session, and 
the addresses showing a “clear view of the situa- 
tion, and the necessity of the faithful application of 
Bible principles to the political and social problems 
of our times.” On December 25 and 26 a similar 
convention was held at Morning Sun, Iowa. It is 
the intention of the reactionists to hold many more 
such conventions in Pennsylvania and other states 
during the winter. The crusade for the Christian- 
ization of the Constitution and statutes is being 
pushed with fanatic zeal and directed with splendid 
strategic talent, and it will succeed if not antago- 
nized with equal zeal and as consummate general- 
ship—nay, it is succeeding, as the next paragraphs 
will show. 

Vermont has had a Sunday law which recognized 
the “Sabbath” as ending at sunset, but this did not 
satisfy the day-worshipers, and so they prevailed on 
the last legislature, of odorous memory, to extend 
the legal Sunday to midnight. We learn from the 
Brattleboro Phenix that four weeks ago the “Law 
and Order League” of that city commanded all bar- 
ber shops, news stands, fruit stores, and meat 
. markets to close at twelve o'clock Saturday night 

and not open until the same hour Sunday night. 
Three weeks later the livery stable keepers were 
notified that they must let no horses Sunday, un- 
less for funerals or in case of urgent necessity. 
With one exception the stables were all closed the 
next Sunday. The fruit stores, news stands, mar- 
kets, restaurants, and other places usually, in most 
cities, open on Sunday were ordered not to open at 
sundown. Some of them did, and the proprietors, 
with the one recusant livery man, were arrested. 
Those who indulge in any recreation or play any 
game in the twenty-four hours that are taboo are 
liable to be fined, the same as are those who labor. 


The reason of this is the desire of the ministers to 
provide the “laboring” people with a day of “rest”! 
What a transparent humbug! 

The Phenix says it was expected that the sale of 
all Sunday papers will be forbidden hereafter; on 
Sunday, December 23, the Boston papers arrived 
and were sold as usual. It is also probable that 
the delivery of milk and the pleasure riding of those 
who own the rigs they use will be prevented if pos- 
sible. Among the other places ordered closed was 
the office of the electric light company, in which is 
the public telephone station. Just think of the an- 
achronism of Sunday laws surviving and actually 
being made more rigorous in an age of electric light 
and telephones and telegraphs! Why, if the Sab- 
batarian spirit could hav always dominated the 
world there would not be an electric light plant or 
a railroad on the surface of the earth. 

At Williamsburg, New York, eight men were 
recently found guilty of working on Sunday and 
were sent to jail. The law that permits the com- 
mission of such a monstrous crime is infamous and 
is possible of enforcement only because justices and 
judges think more of their paltry salaries than they 
do of equity and human rights We need a thou- 
sand Gaynors on the bench—men who know that 
the cffice of judge is prostituted when injustice is 
aone in the name of law. The justice who will send 
a man to jail for working on the priest’s day to get 
bread for his children, when he can avoid the in- 
famy by resigning his little trumpery office, is as 
much less than a man as are the legislators who 
put the miserable law on the statute books. 

Repeal the Sunday laws. They are impertinent, 
they are oppressiv, they are criminal. Down with 
the Sunday laws. 


a 
Ministers on Chureh Exemption. 

The question of church taxation is to the front 
in Milwaukee. Everybody is discussing it; even 
the ministers hav been forced to appear in print in 
defense or condemnation of the exemption of the 
enormous wealth of the ecclesiastical bodies. A 
copy of the Sentinel of December 24 is before us 
as we write, and in it we find more than four col- 
umns of letters from ministers of the city, printed 
in fine type, and this installment is but the contin- 
uation of a diseussion that appears to hav been in 
progress for some time. H. F. Fairbanks, pastor 
of St. Patriek's chureh, declares that taxation of 
churches is * wholly non-American,” which is one 
of the most peculiar * non-American” or “ un-Amer- 
ican” things of which we hav ever heard, and this 
is saying a good deal, for there is scarcely any law, 
custom, or belief to which some one has not applied 
this very handy epithet. Sigmund Hecht, rabbi of 
Emanu-El temple, says that if churches are taxed 
you *overburden those least able to bear the load, 
thereby violating the fundamental principle of tax- 
ation." It has always seemed to us that the funda- 
mental principle of taxation is—or should be—that 
those should pay the taxes who own the property. 
We are very sorry that Rabbi Hecht does not 
agree with us, but we are pleased to find imme- 
diately below his, a letter from Rabbi V. Caro, of 
Bne Jeshurn church, from which we can’ cull 
this gem: “As a check upon ecclesiasticism, I am 
for the taxation of all church property. The state 
has no right to tax one man for the purpose of 
propagating another man’s religion.” 

James Slidell, pastor of St. John’s Episcopal 
chureh, remarks that one of the principal reasons 
why he is opposed to church taxation is the fact that 
legislators, as a rule, are “men who are not relig- 
ious, and so incapable of viewing the subject in the 
abstract.” So, presumably, we are to continue to 
permit the churches to abstract their taxes from the 
pockets of non-church members. The same gentle- 
man affirms that “it seems almost an insult to Al- 
mighty God to even talk about taxing churches.” 
By the way, did not one Jesus, reputed to be the 
only son of God, say that it was the duty of his fol- 
lowers to render unto Czesar—the state—what was 
due thereto? At least, the Bible makes that state- 
ment. Rev. E. D. Huntly places himself on record 
as heartily in favor of the taxation of all church 
property except hospitals. James Churm, pastor of 
the Sherman Street Methodist church, is willing to 


hav all church property taxed. Charles Hedler, 
pastor of the German M. E. church, would not ob- 
ject to the taxation of churches and other church 
property used for other purposes than worship, but 
thinks that the taxation of the houses dedicated to 
the “worship of God” would be sacrilege. He 
would also exempt parochial schools. I. L. Cory, 
pastor of the Pilgrim Congregational church, wants 
the state to at once cease all appropriations to 
churches and schools, but is unalterably opposed 
to the taxation of church property. Is it possible 
that he does not see that exemption of churches from 
taxation is itself an appropriation from the state? 
He says that if the state taxes a church which was 
built and is sustained by fifty families, those fifty 
families will hav “to go a little deeper into their 
pockets and help carry the burdens of the state.” 
Well, they should; the only possible alternativ is 
that other families who do not want the church 
must put their hands in their pockets a little deeper 
to pay these fifty church families’ taxes, to help bear 
the state’s burden for them. Has Mr. Cory never 
looked at this side of the question? August Pieper, 
pastor of St. Marcus Lutheran church, declares 
that the state is amply repaid for the protection it 
accords to the church, and therefore should not 
tax its property; but Theodore Jaekel, pastor of 
Lutheran Grace church, says that “it is only in ac- 
cordance with the fundamental principles of jus- 
tice and right that all property should be taxed 
according to its valuation,” and George Kuechle, of 
the Immanuel Lutheran church, agrees with Mr. 
Jaekel. ; 

W. K. Frick, of the Church of the Redeemer, is 
in favor of exemption on the “moral influence" 
pretext. William J. Corr, of the Epworth M. E. 
church, would exempt property used for religious 
and educational purposes, but tax that from which 
a revenue is derived. T. B. Snow, elder of the 
Seventh-Day Adventists, would, of course, tax all 
kinds of property, holding that all that the church 
ean equitably ask of the state is freedom of wor- 
ship. Herman Burns, pastor of the Fifth Baptist 
church, has for years advocated the taxation of. all 
church property. He says: “The ablest and most 
unselfish of our statesmen for the last twenty-five 
years hav all seen the necessity and advocated this 
reform." G. L. Limper, pastor of the Immanuel 
German M. E. church, is against taxation. He 
thinks that the people are educated and moralized 
by the spectacle of wealthy corporations demand- 
ing the protection of the state and refusing to pay 
for it, as ordinary men and associations do. Fred- 
erick Huelster, of the Bethel church, says: “I am 
of the conviction that all church property should 
be taxed to do justice to- the citizen who does not 
belong to any church organization, and to lessen 
the burden of taxation in general.” C. S. Haack, 
pastor of the German Evangelical Friedens Congre- 
gation, writes that years ago he presented to his 
people a resolution in favor of the taxation of all 
church property, and they said “ yes” to it. 

The leaven.of justice is working, even in the 
most orthodox churches, and we may well feel en- 
couraged. On with the educational campaign. 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 
Works. 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine’s “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 
us to lower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows : 

AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Hight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 

THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
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RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke's attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

PAINE'S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo, 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $450. This book and Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
one year, $5. 

PAINE'S POLITICAL WORKS. One vclume 
containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. With Life of Paine and 
steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 

We hope all our readers will do their hest to 
seatter these splendid works all over the country. 


Paine and Franklin. . 
We shall print in Tug TaurE Serre of J: anuary 
26, 1895, an article by W. H. Buzz on 
«“ THE SECRET THRIFT OF THOMAS PAINE.” 
This Mr. Burr regards as a very important con- 
tribution to the literature on Paine, as being some- 
thing new for the biographers to consider on the 
approaching Paine Anniversary. _ 


In Tue Truru Serer of Februiry 2 we shall 
hav along article by Joan E. Remszure on 
“ BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: WAS HE A CHRIS- 
TIAN?” i 
Everyone who has read Mr. Remsburg's works 
knows the thoroughness with which he will deal 
with this subject, and also knows that when he has 
read this paper he will know more about Franklin 
than the average man-does at present. 


Single copies of Tse Truru SEEKER, 7 cents. In 
quantities of five and over, 5 cents each. Now is 
the time to subscribe. $ 


The Boston board of aldermen, by a vote of 7 to 
4, finally decided to continue the licenses of the 
Sunday concert houses. So one more Sabbatic 
crusade has failed. We judge that the literature 
sent from this office to the aldermen helped them 
to reach their common sense conclusion. 


Lemuel K: Washburn, editor of the Boston Jn, 
vestigator from the death of Horace Seaver until a 
few months ago, is now in the Infidel lecture field. 
He is anxious to be kept constantly employed in 
that department of the work, and those who secure 
his services will find him to be an excellent speaker. 
His residence is, Revere, Massachusetts. Ask him 
for dates. 


— 

Rabbi Wise, of Cincinnati, will hav to disciplin 
Rabbi Danziger of San Jose, who says through the 
Mercury of that city that he “would a thousand 
times rather listen to Colonel Ingersoll than to 
Moody, Sam Jones, Sankey, and the rest, whose 
preaching has driven more people into insan> asy- 
lums than into the fold of free, reasonable, rational, 
and tolerant citizenship ” 


They hav one minister in Brooklyn—Dr. A. P 
McDiarmid, Baptist—who sees clearly where the 
exemption of church property from taxation logi- 
cally leads.. In his pamphlet, * Should Church 
Property be Taxed?” he says: “ Accepting the sup- 
port of the state, we must logically accept the au- 
thority of the state over the church. It is practi- 
cally the argument by which the state-church has 
always been defended.” 


Kaiser William has recently had another attack 
of the divine assumptions. He said to the Guard’s 
recruits : 


“Do not forget that your coat is that of your king. 
Do not forget that, Think of your oath. My commands, 
no matter whether they call upon you to defend the 
fatherland or to maintain order or religion, you hav to 
obey to the death.” 


To defend religion? Is there danger of an armed 
attack being made on religion in Germany? If so, 
by whom! The Higher Oritics? The Freethink- 
ers? TheJews? Or is his Majesty contemplating 
a crusade of extermination against some one or all 
of these or against the Mohammedans? Or is he 


Yiches and fashionableness of Trinity do not pro- 


merely talking to amuse himself or frighten his 
c ebildren ?” 


The New York Herald has investigated the 
eharge of one Louis S. Streep. an alleged green 
goods man, that he paid Anthony Comstock $1000 
to hav an indictment against him withdrawn. The 
further testimony secured by the Herald is of the 
same purport as that brought out before the 
Lexow committee and published in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER last week. 


<> 

Trinity Church Corporation has been quite se- 
verely handled by the press of this city for its neg- 
lect of its tenements. Even so conservativ a paper 
as the Zimes does not hesitate to say that “the 


tect it against an exposure of the horrors of its ill- 
managed tenement system. They make it all the 
more vulnerable. They make it all the more the 
duty of a newspaper to call attention to the short- 
comings of this favored corporation.” 


It is evident that Professor Huxley hss recon- 
sidered his formerly expressed opinion, made so 
much of by the Bible-in-the-schools people, that the 


state should teach religion in the schools which it. 


supports. We glean from the Zreethinker that in 
“The Report upon State Education,” drawn up by 
R Laishly for the New Zealand government, he 
says: * Professor Huxley givs me leave to state his 
opinion to be ‘that the principle of strict secular- 


ity in state education is sound, and must eventually 


prevail.’ ” 


Our good friend, Dr. Jacob Hartman, author of 
“The Creation of God,” gave away again this New 
Years Day one thousand dinners to the poor. 
Three hundred of his tickets were sent to Joseph 
Barondess for the striking cloakmakers and they 
were all used. One thousand loaves, one thousand 
pints of milk, fourteen large cheeses, and five bar- 
rels of apples were consumed. Dr. Hartmann says 
that while he is not a millionaire he hopes to leave 
enough when he dies to establish a fund that will 
supply a thousand dinners every New Year’s Day to 
those who call for them. 


lero crear Tae 

Mr. J. Spencer Ellis of Secular Thought sends 
to the Woodstock Times a capital examination of 
some of the wild claims of a Woodstock clergyman 
made in behalf of the Bible, and in the course of 
his arguments he makes a very neat and effectiv use 
of the“ Wise case.” But he is somewhat mistaken 
in regard to facts. Mr. Wise is mot an editor; he 
has not had his trial, and, consequently, he is not 
now “serving a term in prison” for sending an ex- 
cerpt from the Bibie through the mails. His trial 
is set for April. He did lie in jail for a few weeks 
some months ago when first arrested; while he was 
waiting for bail and upon the dilatory action of the 
United States marshal. 


Speaking of Taz Annuar, we do not at this mo- 
ment think of any better testimonial to its merits 
than the following note from our wide-awake South 
Carolina friend : 


“My Drar Mr. Maoponazp: I hay just received ten 
copies of your ANNUAL For 1895, and as I look over the 
well-filled one hundred and odd pages, it occurs to-me to 
say if any of your readers delaysin ordering this good 
twenty-five cents’ worth, he will regret it when he learns 
that the edition has been exhausted. To such I would 
Say, Write at once for & copy, or two, if you hav a good 
friend who is not likely to know of this edition, and you 
want to giv him this pleasure. What more need be said? 
Send for Tas TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL FOR 1895, and 


save disappointment. Sincerely, | Louis Levine.” 
i nian 


* The Unlicensed Preacher” in the Denver Field 
and Farm says : 

“ Religion is not a noise, nor a howl, nor singing in the 
church choir, nor demanding blessings of God, nor a 
reiteration of pardon from Christ. Religion is a work— 
a labor of love and charity and mercy among your 
fellowmen.” l 


Religion is belief in and worship of supernatural 
powers. It has been manifested by noises, howls, 
dancings, singing in church choirs, demanding 
blessings of God, asking pardon through Christs 
of various names and times. Love, charity, and 
mercy are associated with religions, but were not 
born of religion and are not the special expression 
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of any religion to-day. Before God was Humanity 
was, to paraphrase a sentiment of Kingdon Clif- 
ford's, and in humanity and its antetypes were 
germinated all the virtues as well as all the vices of 
humanity. Let us be done with the childish work 
of putting the strong wine of truth into the rotten 
bottles of religion. 
meanings into words that express nothing but an- 
cient ideas. 
energy. 


Don't try to erowd modern 


It is & waste of precious time and 


We wish our readers would look at the date on 


their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. 


If they find they do, it will be a great favor 


to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn't mention it. 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. 
to fall baek upon, and depend upon getting our 


We like to keep square 


We hav no capital 


dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 


upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 


and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 


It is not necessary to be a faith cure disciple or 
a Christian Scientist. in order to perceive the un- 
reasonable nature of the demand for the legal sup- 
pression of their doctors and the inhibition of their 
methods of treatment. Of course the patient 
should be given full freedom of choice in nominat- 
ing his physician, but beyond this the law cannot go. 
It is urged that many die under the faith cure treat- 
ment, which is true, but what of it? Has it never 
occurred to those who clamor for repressiv meas- 
ures against the “irregulars” that people also die 
under orthodox medical treatment? In fact, do 
not the vast majority of those who pass away from 
other causes than old age hav the assistance of 
physicians of the various schools during their ill- 
ness? If we are to punish a faith cure doctor when 
he fails to save the sick person ander his care, why 
should we not punish the regular physician who 
fails to save Ais patient? Lot us be fair. It. is 
much to be feared that Christian prejudice against 
those who try to apply the medical system of Jesus 
is at the bottom of this demand for the suppression 
of the people who eschew drugs and put their trust 
in prayer and faith. In thisconnection it might be 
profitable unto instruction to read the leading arti- 
cle in Foote’s Health Monthly for December. 


—A— ——— 


The fall and winter being more particularly the 
reading season, and naturally the renewing of 
subscription season, we hope that our friends will 
make a little effort to send Tax TauTH SEEKER some 
new subscribers. A good many of our old ones 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic-and dullness in the business world, 
and we need some more to take their places and push 
on the work. Our friends hav never failed us in an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium 
offers printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 
word for us.to their Liberal acquaintances. ~ 

To those who feel like presenting Tuz Tsurn 
SzzkER for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Trial Subscription offer opens the way at à small 
cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom THE 
TnurH Szrkxn is first sent this way become perma- 
nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 
of mental liberty. 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance to subscribe, and sent Tae Trora SEEKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
all the Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 
scribe. We need them all. 
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Does Christianity Prevent Crime? 


Of the many arguments used in defense of Chris- 
tianity none is more strongly or frequently brought 
into action than the assertion that Christianity pro- 
motes morality. It is thundered from every pulpit 
and urged in all orthodox papers and tracts. With- 
out Christianity we would hav moral chaos; unless 
children go to Sunday-school, we are told, they will 
get into bad company, and without the Bible 
and the church virtue could not be maintained. Ap- 
palling descriptions of people who hav not the 
influence of this blessed religion, or who hav rejected 
it, are given to the world. Probably no Ohristian 
assertion has as much influence as this one. We 
find many Liberal-minded people who think that 
faith in Christianity should not be disturbed, be- 
cause, as they allege, it would deprive the masses 
of moral restraint. That these ideas are false, and 
that Christianity does not prevent crime, our every- 
day experience will prove. That most murderers 
profess Christianity on the scaffold is well known. 
Here is one case Which is an illustration of nine out 
of ten: George Weems, lately sentenced to be 
hanged in Des Moines, Iowa, for murder, wrote the 
following in a letter to a friend just after his trial: 

If I ever hav to hang, I will hang an innocent man; for 
as true as there isa God above, I am innocent, and will 
claim my innocence to the grave. Then I won’t hav to 
claim it, for I will stand an innocent man in the books of 
God. I havn’t got tbe least bit of fear, for I know I will 
pass into eternal life, and will meet those who hav gone 
before me, 

Fortunately, we hav definit data to test the truth 
of this oft-made Christian claim. Figures are gen- 
erally reliable, and figures prove that the great 
mass of criminals are either Christian believers to- 
day, or received a Christian training in youth. This 
is true the world over, so true that in most of our 
state’s prison reports, while the nativity, crime, per- 
sonal habits, etc., of the inmates are given, the re- 
ligious officials are ashamed to giv their religious 
belief. A comparison of the reports of sixteen or 
seventeen states will tear the Christian religion 
from its imaginary high pedestal, and show that as 
& preventiv of crime it is a failure, and on this 
score no apology can be made for its existence. 

In all cases the latest reports hav been used when 
attainable. Some states reported the religious 
standing of criminals several years ago, but do so 
no Jonger, and here the last one issued has been 
used. 


MAINE, 1889. 
Methodist.. ..................... 50 Disciple......................-.... 9 
Catholic ........ ..99 Adventist. ............. ss 
Free Baptist................... 15 Presbyterian ...................1 
Baptist............. a Pase eatis 12 Lutheran.........................1 
Congregationalist...........10 No Preference.................. 6 
Universalist. .................. 8 


VERMONT, 1892. 
Number confined 88. 


Protestants.....................608  Oatholies........................ 25 
i NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Number confined 115. 

Protestanta....................64  Catholios........................ 
NEW YORK. MS 

About two years ago the Christian Advocate, 
Methodist organ, made this admission : 

In Sing Sing there are fifteen hundred and fifteen men. 
There are among them about one hundred men who, in 
the past, hav been connected with Protestant churches as 
members. There are at least fifty who hav confessed 
their sinfulness and hav professed to find God’s favor. 
Of all those fifteen hundred and fifteen men fifty-five per 
cent are nominally Roman Catholics, and forty-five per 
cent nominally Protestants. Of the whole number ninety 
per cent went to Sundag-school when boys, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1888. 

During this year there were received into the 
state penitentiary of the Hastern district of Penn- 
sylvania, 402 white males, 12 white females, 69 ne- 
gro males, 7 negro females—a total of 490. One 
hundred and fifteen of these were under 21 years 
old, and all but nine had been Sunday-school pu- 
pils. Of the entire 490, only 44 had not been 
attendants at Sunday-school. (See Truru SEEKER, 
April 18, 285.) 
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onro, 1891. 
The prisoners in the Ohio penitentiary gave the 
religion of their parents as below: 


Baptist. ...............esssse 131 German Lutheran... 1 
Catholioe....................... 200 te Reformed.. 4 
Congregational . 11 Jew........... EE 
Christian. ........ 17 Lutheran... 44 
Church of Eng 5  Methodist.....................988 

t Wales - 1 Presbyterian................. 59 
Dunkard .. . 1 Protestant a. 12 
Disciple... .. 11 Universalist 8 
Evangelical... - 2 United Presbyterian..... 4 
Episcopal ..... +. 98 x Brethren......... 4 
Friends................... 4 No ehurch....................191 
: KENTUCEY. 


Of prisoners received in 1890: Attended Sunday- 
school, 373. Did not, 185. 1891, attended, 471. 
Did not, 185. 


ILLINOIS. 

Prisoners received in Joliet: 
1883 1834 1888 1884 
Catholic...... : ...208 246 Protestant.............. i$ — 
Methodist.... .111 106 Quaker eeen Ss eia 1 — 
utheran.... ... 88 87 United Brethren........ 1 — 
X piscopalian. .. 90 7 Congregationalist...... 1 2 
Baptist....... ... 89 85 Universalist........ . 1 — 
Presbyterian .. 88 41 QOCarmcelite..... E 
Christian ..... ... 10 7 Joss (China) .. S1 — 
Reformed............... 3 8 Jewish........ .. 10 b 
Dunkard................ 1 — Nochurch.............. 146 25? 

Penitentiary at Chester: 

X 1883 1884 . 1888 1884 
Baptist.... ...... Moises. 6 88 Evange'ioal............. 1 8 
Baptist (Free Will) .... 3 1 Methodist.... .. 16 88 
Baptist (Missionary)... 2 2 Presbyterian.. . 6 9 
Catholic................. 41 b1 Protestant.... a, — 
Christian.,.............. 8 4 Reformed Church. .— 1 
Church of England.... — 1 Swedish............ . 1 1 
Congregationalist...... 1 1 United Brethren 1 1 
Episcopalian...... I 8 Universalist. — 1 
Lutheran ............... 5 6  Nochureh.............. 204 


Although in this last report the majority had not 
been trained in any particular church, the chaplain 
states expressly that just one expressed disbelief in 
the doctrins of Christianity. 

IOwA, 1891. 


Prison at Anamosa: 


Adventist ................. 1 Lutheran ..................... 91 
Baptist ........................ 22 Methodist..................... 07 
Catholic....................... 68 Presbyterian ................ 21 
Congregationalist....... 4 E ie re RANDE M ACE 1 
Christian ..................... 6 nitarian..................... 1 
Disciple......... .. 1 United Brethren.......... 6 
Evangelical ................ 2  Universalist............... 1 
Episcopalian ................ 8 Infidel........................ 1 
Holland Church............ 2 No Religion.................. 41 
OW... «isa ceno eee seriis 2 


The Infidel who appears in this list was released 
during the year, his case being reversed by the 
Supreme Court. 


FORT MADISON. 
Number confined, 440: 


Baptist.......................-. 19 United Presbyterian...... 1 
Christian..................... 7 Congregationalist ......... 8 
Catholic ..................... 88 Mormon ..................-- 1 
Presbyterian. ............... 8 United Brethren .......... 2 
Methodist..................... 54 Unitarien................ 1 
Episcopal ..................... 9 Dunkard.............. 1 
Lutheran ..................... 15 No Church. .................. 238 
MISSOURI, 1892. 

Baptist. esee. 41 Methodist.................. 71 
Oatholio....................... 155 Presbyterian ................ 14 
Christian ees 16 Adventist eoe 1 
Episcopalian.............. 16 Mormon................ 1 
Hebrew.................... 1 United Brethren. ......... 2 
Congregationalist ......... 1 No chureb.................. 1086 
Lutheran ..................... 19 


It may seem strange to see so great a number 
professing no church. That they cannot be classed 
with unbelievers is shown from the Inventory, 
where 1,194 Bibles, 500 Testaments, and 350 song- 
books are in use among the prisoners. We also 
find three preachers among the convicts, and but 
one other professional man. 

Kansas, 1892. 

Parents were as follows: 


Catholies...................... 80 Christian. ..................... 40 
Methodist.....................2'0 United Brethren.......... 4 
Baptist, .......................178 Lutheran ..................... 82 
Presbyterian má 45 Episcopalian ................ 10 
United Presbyterian .... 1 COongregationalist......... 11 
CumberlandPresbyteriani8 Don’t know.................. 20 
MINNESOTA, 1892, 

Protestants. .................. 188 Congregationalist ......... 1 
Catholic ..................... 110 German Lutheran......... 4 
Hebrew................ sss. 8 Baptist........................ 8 
Methodist... 9 Church of England....... 1 
Lutheran.................. 6 Episcopalian ................ 4 
Lutheran Swede........... 7 No religion .................. 85 
Presbyterian. ............... 18 


Warden Hatch, of the Michigan state prison, in 
his report for 1890, makes this remarkable state- 
ment: “In the shadow of your Christian churches, 
the criminal has deliberately chosen his profession. 

How bad must he be that the religion of 
Jesus Christ is & failure when applied to him!” 


NEBRASKA, 1892. 


Baptist................... 1 Lutheran ..................... 8 
Catholic... cece 29 Methodist. ................... 21 
Christian, ..................... 2 Presbyterian................ 9 
Episcopalian ................ 8  Notgiven...................- 93 
German Reformed ....... 1 
* NORTH DAKOTA, 1892. 
Oatholie....................... 88. No ohureh. ..................- 10 
Protestant. ................... 44  Atheists............... cesses 2 
WISCONSIN. 

1891 1892 1891 1892 
Protestant ..........116 95 Jew.............. ee. 1 2 
Catholic.............. 98 117 No religion ......... 52 85 
Quaker............ 1 

NEVADA. 


In the report of this state nothing is said of the 
prisoners' religion, though in the chaplain's report 
it says: 

The teachings of Ohristianity hav been advanced and 
enforced at the Sunday services, held between the hours 
of 1 and 2 r.M., and addresses of a scriptural and 
practical nature by the pastors hav stirred the consciences 
and stimulated the minds of the prisoners, who hav been 
attentiv hearers. l 
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WASHINGTON, 1892. 
178 Baptist...... 


Catholio. ..... E 
.. 84 Methodist........ 


Protestant...... 


Lutheran ..... .......... 6 Congregational 
Presbyterian. ............... 20 Buddhist............ 
Episcopalian ...............- 9 Noechureh................. 125 
OWA: 32 cesosccs ee Da e clades sed 

ONTARIO, 1891. ; 
. There were committed to the prisons of Ontario, 
Canada, in 1891: 
Catholic......... ...9744 Methodist. .................. 1418 
Episcopalian .. ...9184 Other Denominations.. 770 
Presbyterian............... 1868 Infidel......................... 0 

ONTARIO, 1892. 
Roman Catholio.......... 4859 "Presbyterian.............-. 1498 
Church of England.....3681 Other Denominations.. 698 
Methodist. .................. 1624 Infidel ........... (t 0. 

REOAPITULATION. 
Whole number. | Christians. | Jews; Non-churoh 


Vermont............. e... 88... 
New Hampshire......... 115... 
New York............. 


Pennsylvania. 490... 
hilo... eve. ...899... 
Kentuoky... 3214... 
linois.... .2143... 
OW&B.....- 4708... 
Missouri.. .1428.. 
ansas.... . 644... 
Minnesota ..829.. 
Nebraska............ 167.. 
North Dakota............ 89. 
Wisconsin.,........+..06. 517... 
Washington... . 449... 
Ontario .............. 23,939.......... 


83,168 


We hav here the records of of sixteen states, and 
one province of Canada. No one can say that we 
hav taken an unfair basis for an estimate. The sta- 
tistics are all official, and all prepared by persons 
whose interests or prejudices would lead them to 
favor Christianity. No more hav been given because 
they were not to be obtained. With the exception 
of two or three states, all reports were made within 
the last five years. We find the number of convicts 
in all of these prisons to be 33,168. This is quite 
aclass. Those whose early training included the 
Christian religion, either by parental instruction or 
by attendance at Sunday-school, and those who 
were members of the church in later years number 
29,906. Among the others, 3 are recorded as Infi- 
dels, 29 as Jews, Buddhists, and other non Chris- 
tians, and 8,229 as having been directly under the 
influence of no religion. That is to say, there are 
as many preachers in prison in one state as there 
are Infidels in seventeen states! Although the 
church membership of the United States is less than 
one-third of the total population, fully seven-eighths 
of the criminal population hav had the direct influ- 
ence of Christianity in the molding of their charac- 
ters. This ought to silence forever those who say 
that the church is the preserver of morality, peace, 
and good order. 

MISSIONARIES. 

Millions of dollars are annually raised to send the 
gospel of Christ to the heathen. The pulpiteer 
shouts himself hoarse and sheds rivers of tears for 
the “poor pagan” in darkness, ignorant of salva- 
tion. For the last hundred years missionaries hav 
been at work, and not more than four million con- 
verts hay been made. Yet Christian manners and’ 
customs hav been introduced into heathen lands, 
and what is the result? Are the heathens any bet- 
ter than they were before? The archdeacon of 
Bombay says that for every Christian made in India 
they hav made one hundred drunkards. Here, as 
in the United States, statistics come to our aid. 
The Tablet, a Roman Catholic organ published in 
London, Eng., throws this light upon the subject: 

The newly published official reports about the material 
and moral conditions of nativs in India giv a very inter- 
esting contribution to the now-discussed mission question. 
It appears from the figures that not alone do we, by 
converting the nativs to our belief, decidedly lower their 
moral status, but the standpoint of their natural morality 
is so high that although they become. Christians, we can 
not make them so immoral as we ourselys are. The 
figures, which show the comparativ moral status among 
the different classes, are as follows: European, 1 out of 
274; Nativ Christian, 1 out of 709; Hindoos, 1 out of 
1861; Eurasian, 1 out of 509; Mohammedans, 1 out of 856; 
Buddhists, 1 out of 8787. The last figureis a tribute to the 
noble purity of Buddhism, but the statistics impart to us 
here at home another teaching, that as regards our gocial 
life, we would do better if we, for a generation or two, 
contributed our superfluous pennies and our energies to 
the moral improvement of our own countrymen, in place 
of trying to destroy the morality and religion of other 
people, people who, in truth, could send us their 
missionaries to convert us. 

Here we see that the Europeans, who represent 
Christianity, are the most criminal portion of the 
population. The nativ Christians, the fruit of the 
missions, are the most criminal of the nativs of the 
country (the Eurasians being the descendants of 
Europeans and nativ mothers) Is it not time that 
people realized the fraud and folly of Christian 
missions? 

CONCLUSION. 
We hav not taken the ground that the Ohristians 
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who appear on these criminal calendars were driven 
to crime by their religion. It is not necessary to 
do this. It might be that many of-them who com- 
mitted offenses were in their practical life indiffer- 
ent to religion. This, however, does not alter the 
case in the least. The fact still remains that the 
Christianity which was given them for their guide 
in life was insufficient and failed to appeal to their 
higher natures. Christian morality is not founded 
on a solid basis. It rests upon a superstition, a de- 
lusion, a falsehood. It is not based upon what we 
know, or what can be proven, but upon the un- 
known. True morality must be founded upon the 
reason, the facts and experiences of life. Chris- 
tianity says we should do right because God tells 
us to, when neither the word of God nor the word 
of man can make an action right or wrong. Neither 
does anyone know what God’s word is. It says, Do 
right that you may attain eternal life, whereas, if 
there be a future state, it must be a fact of nature, 
and our existence in this life is positiv proof that if 
there be another we will exist there, independently 
of our conduct here. Christianity tells us to do 
right for the sake of reward in heaven, but it places 
the reward and punishment so far away that their 
influence is not felt in this world. It teaches that 
the effects of a cause can be abolished, and all the 
penitent will be forgiven. In addition to this, it 
tells us to renounce this world for the sake of an- 
other; to resist not evil, encourage poverty, glorify 
sorrow and pain, and abjure reason. This being 
true, we are compelled to admit that if a Christian 
does act morally he does so, not because of his re- 
ligion, but in spite of it. The advancement of 
knowledge and the cultivation of science hav non- 
plused theology, and are to-day the only forces that 
work for the elevation of man. These forces hav 
so civilized Christianity that it can liv in the pres- 
ent although advancing thought has left it far in 
the distant past. Franxuin STEINER. 


Progress and Regress. 


It may seem at times as if we were not making 
much progress; but once in a while a sign of the 
times flashes out, and we see the fruit of long years 
of work. The following from the Chicago Times 
shows & great progress in the public mind, which 
would not be but for the strenuous labors of ergan- 
ized Freethought. The action of the school board 
in the state of the famous “blue laws” and the 
comments of the press thereon are really surprising 
and significant : 


THE LORD’S PRAYER IN PUBLIO sCHOOLS. 

One need not question either the beauty or the uni- 
versality of the Lord’s prayer and still be convinced that 
the school board of Ansonia, Conn., did the proper thing 
in ordering that the practice of reciting it in the schools 
be discontinued. Religious exercises of any kind are out 
of place in publie schools, Many may deplore the relig- 
ious indifference of our schools as detrimental to the 
proper spirit in which educational work should be carried 
on. This is their private privilege to believe. But our 
schools are supported by taxation. They, the religiously 
minded, as well as the irreligiously disposed, are made by 
law to contribute to the maintenance of these schools. 
Moreover, the pupils come from homes of all sorts of re- 
ligious and non-religious sympathies and affiliations. 
Parents may ba Protestants or pagans, Jews or Catholics, 
Turks or Buddhists, Theists or Agnostics; and though one 
or the other class may represent the numerical majority, 
the rights of never so smalla minority cannot be invaded, 
Religion is out of place in our common schools. 

It is contended that the Lord's prayer is of such tran- 
scending sublimity that those cannot be many who would 
object to its use. This argument fails to grasp the prin- 
ciple involved. The Lord's prayer, an anthology of the 
best and noblest aspiration of the old Jewish ritual, has, 
indeed, come to be the most touching expression of the 
deepest and most sacred yearnings of the hearts of those 
that pray. It is true itis the universal prayer. Chris- 
tians of all denominations use it, and the Jews of the lib- 
eral school who remember that it is the echo of their own 
liturgy, will not object on religious grounds to its 
recital wherever it is in place. But Agnostics do not 
pray, and Atheists cannot consistently pray. They hava 
right to ask that their children shall not be brought un- 
der religious influences which they hold injurious, or be 
made to participate in exercises which they deem, even if 
harmless, a sheer waste of time, Religion and state are 
divorced in our political system. Hence, as a matter of 
religious exercise, even the Lord’s prayer is out of place 
in our schools. 


On the other hand the danger still to be met, and 
the necessity of eternal vigilance is seen in this 
declaration of the pope. I find this in the Chicago 


Tribune: 
POPE LEO SAYS A WORD TO RULERS. : 

Roma, Deo. 24.—The pope has decided to receive the 
officers of the United States cruiser Detroit at noon Wed- 
nesday. The American officers will be introduced by 
Mer. O'Connell, and will be afterwards entertained at 
an official dinner, which will be given at the American 
College. His holiness, in a speech to the pontifical 
household yesterday, said: ‘‘ The faith is reviving amon 
nations who hav come to recognize that civic virtues an 
laws are not sufficient to restrain the masses. Itis there- 
fore of great importance that all should work together for 
the purpose of making religion a force in publie as well 
as in private life. It is the duty of rulers to lend their 
support to religious oreedg," S. P. P 


The Sermon on the Mount. 
VI. 

Mat. vi, 19-34: “Tay not up for yourself treasures 
upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal; but 
lay up for yourselvs treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal. For where 
thy treasure it there will thy heart be also. - - - 
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought [New 
Version, “Be not anxious”] for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your 
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 
than the meat, and the body than the raiment? 
Behold the fowls of the air; for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they? And why take ye 
thought for for, “Are ye. anxious concerning,” 
N. V.] raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they toil not; neither do they 
spin; and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon. 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
Dos Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of 
the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into 
the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye 
of little faith? Therefore take no thought [“ Be 
not anxious,” N. V.] saying, What shall we eat, or 
what shall we drink, or wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles 
seek:) for your heavenly father knoweth that ye 
hav need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. Take there- 
fore no thought [* Be not anxious,” N. V.] for the 
morrow ; for the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” Also, to the young man, Jesus said: “If 
thou wilt be -perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and giv to the poor, and thou shalt hav treasure in 
heaven; and come and follow me" (Mat. x, 21). - 

All the injunctions in these quotations hav the 
same bearing as “ Blessed are ye poor,” etc., and 
are equally mischievous. If followed, there would 
be an end to thrift and industry ; civilization would 
cease, and the whole world be reduced to the con- 
dition of shiftless beggary peculiar to the oriental 
nations which hav become degraded into a state lit- 
tle better than that of human cattle by their equally 
impractical ideas. Such teaching serves to show 
how narrow and limited were Jesus’s ideas of life, 
and how hopelessly the “ poor in spirit” giv way to 
despair. Possibly the. condition of Galilee was 
then such that small harm could be done there by 
such advice. But when the person giving it is ele- 
vated upon a pedestal and made to giv counsel for 
all times and places, the effect is mischievous in the 
extreme. If Jesus were a god his folly was extreme; 
and whether God or man he was lacking in common 
sense and knowledge of the world. He may be 
said to hav been extremely original and “ unique” 
in the intensity with which he discouraged thrift, 
industry, and enterprise; here again his “ original- 
ity,” his * uniqueness,” is most immoral. 

Many of the remarks already made with regard 
to his glorification of poverty of spirit and purse in 
the so-called “Beatitudes” will apply here. As 
Greg (p. 51) says, “In spite of this emphatic warn- 
ing, riches hav been the most general pursuit of 
Christians in all ages, and among al! classes, with 
rare exceptions in the monkish ages. Nay more, 
the most really Christian nations hav been and still 
are the most devoted to the pursuit of gain; the 
most rigidly and ostentatiously Christian sections 
of those nations—shall we say the Quakers and the 
Scotch ?—hav been among the steadiest and most 
quietly successful in the search. Nor do they even 
affect to fancy that they are wrong or disobedient 
in thus eagerly striving for that wealth which their 
master so distinctly ordered them to eschew; they 
put aside or pass by his teaching with a sort of 
staring unconsciousness, as if it in no way concerned 
them; with a curious unanimity they vote his ex- 
hortations obsolete, abstract, or inapplicable; the 
most respectable of the religious world giv one day 
to their savior, and six days to their ledger.” 

Confucius, born 551 2 o., said, “If a man take no 
thought about what is distant, he will find sorrow 
near at hand.” Mencius, born about 871 B.c., said : 
« The way of the people is this—if they hav a cer- 
tain livelihood they will hav a fixed heart. If they 
hav not a certain livelihood, they hav not a fixed 
heart. And if they hav not a fixed heart, there is 
nothing which they will not do in the way of self- 
abandonment, of moral deflection, of depravity, of 
wild license.” 

There is no result of human experience so certain 
as that if men will not make provision for some- 
thing more than their daily needs they will, as Con- 
fucius says, “ find sorrow near at hand.” Sickness, 
accidents, many occasions will arise when, if no 


provision has been put by for such times, want and 
misery must follow. Jesus is not content with. 
telling you not to lay up treasures on earth, but you 
are not to toil or spin at all; you are not to sow or 
reap, or to gather into barns. 
field toil not, neither do they spin.” 
arrayed; the fowls of the air do not sow, reap, or 
gather into barns, yet God feeds them; and are you 
not better than they? 
these things, and if you rely on him first you will 
hay these things from him. Nothing was ever more 
untrue—and the pretended Christian follower of 
Jesus knows it as well as any one—than that God 
will provide for you if you do not do it yourself. 
The most believing and confiding missionary, the 
one the most ardent in his faith, would not go out 
to his work without making full provision for all 
the future possibilities that he could conceive of, . 
nor in everyday life does any sane person do so. 
There hav been ages in the history of the Christians 
when some men hav done so, and the experiment 
was so fruitful in disastrous and frightful results 
that the idea has long since been abandoned by the 
most ardent believers. 
these precepts of Jesus were carried to their legit- 
imate conclusions, amazing as it may seem, and a 
number of men in Mesopotamia, doing no work, 
lived and died, grazing in the field with the com- 
mon herd, and earned the name of Boskoi, or graz- 
ing monks (Gibbon, Hist. Christ., p. 580). 
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« The lilies of the 
Yet they are 


God knows that you need 


There was a time when 


The doctrin of Jesus on these points is nothing 


but the inauguration of an organized system of men- 


dicancy, and Judas was his treasurer. He is per- 


petually bidding those he comes across to giv all 
they hav to the poor; and in the parable of the 
unjust steward (Luke xvi) who swindled his master, 
Jesus justifies the steward for making friends of the 
master’s debtors by reducing their debts before he 
was discharged, and says, “I say unto you, Make 


to yourselvs friends by means of the mammon of 
unrighteousness; that when it shall fail, they may 
receive you into everlasting habitations " (Luke xvi, 
4, 5). What lofty moral teachings! Mendicancy, 
unfaithfulness to trusts; and then remember that 
with all his preaching against thrift, he and his dis- 
ciples had a purse for Judas the treasurer to take 
care of, and that Jesus had made “ friends” with 
the mammon of unrighteousness sufficiently to be 
laid, at the end, in a rich man’s tomb (Mat. xxvii, 
57-60). 

In this instance, as in most others, Jesus has bor- 
rowed the ground-work from the Old Testament, 
and then perverted it. The preacher, in Ecclesias- 
tes (chapter ii), does lament that the result of all 
his labor and riches is vanity, vanity, but all through 
it he makes the distinction that though aJl is vanity 
it is in that Ae isasianer because he used his riches 
with folly (ii, 7), used them without satisfaction, or 
joy of his heart, and to no good end; and to sum 
up, the preacher, while not seeing any difference in 
the final result between the rich and the poor, still 
counsels us to make the best of things as they are, 
but Jesus takes his ideas in mental reservation and 
from them counsels us to make the worst of things. 

In the sense that Jesus meant it is not true that 
the lilies toil not; they toil incessantly; their roots 
are sent down into the ground and through them 
they gather the nourishment that is needed. It is 
not even true that they take no thought for the 
morrow. They hav a period in which, owing to 
changes in the season, such as cold and drouth, 
they cannot any longer gather nourishment from 
the soil; but during their growiny season they hav 
been storing up starch within their bulbs for sus- 
tenance in time of need and when they hav no 
means of obtaining it otherwise. What is that but 
taking thought for the morrow? The vegetable 
world is full of such instances of “gathering into 
barns.” The “fowls of the air,” too, toil inces- 
santly in search of food, and if they do not gather 
into barns it is because they do what is the same 
thing, they seek “fresh fields and pastures new.” 
If they remained where food had given out, and 
relied on God to feed them, they would soon starve. 

Cnas. B. Coorer. 
TO BE OONTINUED. 
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Putnam in North Dakota. 
A Fargo, N. D., paper has this to say of S. P. 
Putnam’s lecture on “The Great Religious Con- 
spiracy ": * The speaker, in his usual forcible man- 
ner, illustrated clearly that the aims and objects of 
the Christian associations are a union of the church 
and state. He said that while, perhaps, it was done 
unconsciously by many of the adherents of these 
various associations, their own declarations and 
resolutions in convention assembled proved it to be 
a fact. Mr. Putnam scored the Roman church for 
its attempt to accomplish this purpose, and also 
severely arraigned the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union, the national Prohibition party, and the 
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White Caps for being guilty of the same thing; 
and he was even suspicious of the Populist party 
Mr. 
Putnam’s series of lectures this week has been of 
great interest to all investigators for religious truth, 
and they much regret that he can be no longer with 


for having a little religion in its platform. 


them." 


News and Notes. 


I hav to travel nearly two thousand miles from 
one lecture appointment to another—from Minne- 
On Wednesday night, Dee. 
Passing through Kansas, the 
thermometer was 5 degrees below zero, and a snow- 
storm was driving, but by the time we got to Colo- 
rado the sun was out again, and warm weather 
It seems like a differ- 
ent world, the scenery, people, etc., are so unlike 
what we experience in Dakota; and it impresses 
the imagination with the wonderful variety of our 


sota to New Mexico. 
26, I left Chicago. 


greeted me in New Mexico. 


country. 


I arrive at San Marcial Saturday morning, and 
receive a cordial welcome from the few stalwart 
I lecture the same evening to a 
small audience, which increases somewhat on the 


Liberals here. 


following Sunday. 

San Marcial is a railroad town. 
the Santa F6 are located here. 
division. 
eral mind. 
ideas. 


palian and a Methodist church here in a population 
of less than one thousand. 


On Sunday morning, with my friend W. J. Rib- 


ley, I attend the Methodist services in a little adobe 
building—for most of the houses here are of adobe, 
which affords a cheap and strong material for shel- 
ter, giving warmth in winter and coolness in gum- 
mer. The only objection is that if a big rain comes 
up—a waterspout, for instance—it is likely to dis- 
solve the adobe, and the dwelling returns to its 
original mud. This sometimes happens, but usually 
there are only gentle showers, and the sun shines 
more or less every day in the year. : 

The Methodist preacher here isa young man and 
is just entering upon his career. They call him the 
Cowboy Preacher. He is a Texan and has the ex- 
uberance of the Southern temperament. He is very 
impetuous in his delivery; his gestures are truly 
extraordinary, and his whole body is on the move. 
He is dramatic in his oratory, and his voice is like 
the voice of the whirlwind. But it was really re- 
freshing to hear one who evidently believed every 
word that he said. He has not yet acquired the 
polish of hypocrisy. He has a rude, wild eloquence, 
as if he saw the very flames of hell and the glories 
of heaven. There is good raw material in him, I 
should judge. He is a child of nature, has the po- 
etic disposition, and this great Western country has 
penetrated him with its sublimity of scenery and its 
untamed beauty. I guess his conversion was a gen- 
uin affair, and that floods of divine grace hav been 
poured in upon his soul, and he revels in the heav- 
enly effulgenee. He certainly would not please an 
orthodox audience down East. He would scare 
them out of their wits. It was quite a study of 
primitiv Christianity, this burning faith, founded 
upon pure ignorance, which utterly disdains science. 
It requires & picture of this sort to realize how vast 
even now are the superstitions of humanity. It was 
as if, in attending this little church on the banks of 
the Rio Grande, I had been transported back eigh- 
teen centuries, to the fervors of the first disciples. 
There was not a hint of modern science or modern 
thought. It is one of the remarkable phenomena 
of human history that this blind faith still exists, 
notwithstanding the power of civilization. It is 
useless to say that we hav no longer a dark theol- 
ogy to oppose—that it is of the dead past. We hav 
but to attend our churches to note that the belief 
of the Dark Ages is still an enormous living force. 
With educated people to-day Christianity is a glit- 
tering humbug, but with the unthinking masses it 
is an awful reality. Here is a young man who evi- 
dently has some natural brightness, who has been 
a workingman, he says, who has had experience of 
the world, and yet like a very child he is completely 
bound in the chains of faith and fear. His very 
sincerity is a vivid illustration of the depths of hu- 
man ignorance, which must be constantly guarded 
against; for as occasionally over this fair and sunny 
landscape, which day after day presents so beauti- 
ful an appearance, breaks the waterspout with tre- 
mendous desolations, so in the very face of our 
civilization heaves at times the ignorance'and super- 
stition of humanity, and infinit ruin is the result. 
It won't do to say that the cruel and barbarous 
theology of the past is no more. Among millions 
of people in our land it rules as with a rod of iron. 

These are the first lectures I hav ever given in 


The shops of 
It is the end of a 
The working people are mostly of a lib- 

The Mexicans are not open to new 
They are in the fold of the church of Rome. 
Besides this ancient church, there are an Episco- 


New Mexico. I suppose that many think that this 
is & savage country and that Freethought can find 
but little encouragement. But New Mexico has a 
bright future before it. The railroads are opening 
up the country Its resources are being developed. 
It is & good place for farming. Alfalfa can be 
produced in almost any quantity. Among the foot- 
hills fruit can be easily cultivated. There are 
extensiv and fertil ranges for cattle. Judging by 
my friend Ribley’s backyard, it is favorable for 
chickens and eggs. The climate is generally free 
from malaria. Whole sections of the territory are 
underlaid with coal. In gold, silver, copper, and 
lead it equals any state. There are excellent mar- 
ble quarries. There are manufactures, especially 
of rope from the wonderful yucca plant. The pop- 
ulation is upwards of 165,000 besides the Indians. 
It has a prosperous school system, the value of its 
school buildings being over $500,000. These few 
facts show that Freethought also can flourish in 
New Mexico, for it has the elements of a high civili- 
zation, since material wealth is necessary to intel- 
lectual wealth, and New Mexico is certainly not 
lacking in the facilities for good living. 

Those who come in with the railroads are gen- 
erally men of a progressiv character, who are fond 
of adventure, change, and who hay.pluck and en- 
ergy and inventiv skill. They say that all the 
Mexican wants is a cigaret, sunshine, and plenty 
of pepper. The American, however, who comes in 
here wants everything. He is an all-round msn, 
and he proposes to hav the best that is going. I 
should say he was a “rustler,” only that word does 
not mean what it does down East. It means in 
this country a cattle thief. I reckon the word 
« hustler” will do, as I do not understand that term 
to be used in any bad signification. | 

I find a sturdy Freethought element at San Mar- 
cial, although there are many who are afraid to say 
exactly what they think. In New Mexico, as else- 
where, there is the “fence” and many people are 
on it. I hope to do something on this campaign, 
and leave the way open for future work. At pres- 
ent it is a “struggle for existence.” We are not by 
any means in the “swim.” I couldn’t, however, 
find a better companionship for pioneer effort. 

I am staying at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Ribley, and enjoy their generous hospitality. On 
this * Happy New Year" I am writing these notes 
on the first day of 1895, and certainly the auspices 
are bright, for the sun is shining over the broad 
plains and making all the clouds silvery, and the 
mesa stretches away into the blue distance, and the 
vast mountains encircle the horizon with resplend- 
ent crowns of snow. 

My jovial host, Mr. W. J. Ribley, is a railroad 
men, an old-time subscriber of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
an Infidel from away back, a traveler and a citizen 
of the world. From the Atlantic to the Pacific he 
has had varied experiences of human life. He has 
always put his shoulder to the wheel. He has 
bought and distributed large quantit‘es of Free- 
thought literature, and added materially to the list 
of Tug Teura Szzxer. Mrs. Ribley is equally earn- 
est in her Liberal convictions, and Clyde, the little 
boy, is à Freethinker by inheritance, and holds his 
own with the natural logic of childhood. So I pass 
my days pleasantly in this Freethought home, and 
I can take the ups and downs of the campaign with 
a cheerful spirit, and hav faith in human progress. 

Mr. A. B. Ely is another stanch supporter of the 
cause. He generously grants the use of his hall 
for all the six lectures here. Without this cordial 
co-operation it would be impossible to carry on my 
labors. But as long as Mr. Ely furnishes a free 
hall, and friend Ribley a place to sleep and support 
for the inner man, I can stick to the post without 
any faith at all, for I hav the substance. 

I feel quite well acquainted with comrade Joseph 
MeQuillin, since he came from Pawtucket, Mass., 
only a few miles from where I used to liv. Out in 
this big Western country we feel as if we were 
neighbors if we come from the same state back 
East. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W. Tibbitts, Isaac Holloway, 
formerly from Salem, Ohio, the old camping-ground 
of antislavery Freethought; Fred Horn, Burt Hic- 
ock, Fred Griffith, and Leo Lowenstein, are on the 
roll of Taz Trurn Szrxer and stand by their colors. 
I do not know that I could find more loyal friends 
among which to begin the new year’s work than at 
San Marcial. 

I received a copy of Tae TRUTH SEEKER ÅNNUAL 
at Chicago. This is an elegant book, full of good 
things from a variety of sources. It has the poetry, 
facts, and eloquence of Freethought in its splendid 
pages. It came upon my pilgrim journey like an 
inspiration. I am sure that every Freethinker needs 
possess this beautiful landmark of the world’s prog- 
ress. Samvet P. Pornam. 
January 1, 295. 


Observations. 


The People, a Socialist paper published in this 
city, is guilty of fraudulent practices. The editor 
clips a sentence from an Observation printed over 
my name, omits the “ I” belonging to it, and then 
charges my errors to THe TauvH Srzkzm. Here is 
what I said: 

I conceive that with nine-tenths of our people owning 
a few acres of land, producing what they consume and 
something more, and reading Tua TRUTH SEEKER every 
week, we should hav a nation which few foreigners would 
care to tackle in debate. 


Whereat the editor of the People exclaims: 


tt A few acres of land," on which to produce what one 
t‘ consumes and something more," and that in the United 
States in the year of grace 1894, is a good joke! None of 
the clergymen whom Tux TRUTH SEEKER is habitually 
going for could get off a better, seeing that we hav arrived 
at such a period of our industrial development when it is 
established that 260 acres are the minimum needed by a 
farmer to keep his head above water. 

I yield those remarks to the tender consideration 
of my agricultural friends, with the inquiry whether 
or not they are true. At the same time I would throw 
out the suggestion, tentativly, that a man who can 
not get a living off less than 260 acres of land which 
he owns unencumbered will not be benefited by 
keeping his head above water. He needs to soak it. 


Ah, there! Anthony Comstock. So you belong 
to the gang of blackmailers, too, do you? You 
would dismiss case against a “green goods” dealer 
for and in consideration of a “donation” of $1,000. 
I am not at all surprised to hear that you took the 
money; the astonishing part of the story is that 
you kept your promis and. stopped the action 
against Streep. Perhaps your man Britton was 
acting under your orders when he approached one 
of D. M. Bennett’s printers with a proposition to 
fix the case of the editor of Taz Truta SEEKER for 
& moderate compensation. If Bennett had not been 
a good fighter, and if he had allowed you to black- 
mail him, I do not imagin that you would hav pur- 
sued him any farther. I suppose you thought that 
under your pious mask, and with the Young Men’s 
Christian Association to hold it on, you could pros- 
ecute your work of extortion until you were rich 
enough to retire. You ought to retire now—to the 
penitentiary. By the way, what an artful old 
dodger was your president, the pious Wm. E. 
Dodge. How neatly be defrauded the custom-house 
by importing block tin in the form of works of art! 
Then how slyly Colgate advertised his vaseline and 
salicylic acid combination as a preventiv in cases for 
which there is no cure! They were peaches that 
ripened and rotted. You are a daisy that has been 
struck by a late frost. 

Discussing protection and the tariff, in Chicago, 
the other day, Colonel Ingersoll is reported to hav 
spoken in this way: 

What are the markets of the world? We manufacture 


absolutely nothing that we can sell at a profit in England, 
France, or any other country in Europe. 


The surface showing cf this statement is that 
Colonel Ingersoll has been misreported, as during 
the year ending June 30, 1894, our exports of mán- 
ufactured articles, according to figures published in 
the New York Times, amounted to almost or quite 
two hundred millions of dollars. That was 15 per 
cent of the total exportation, and 15 to 85 may be 
about the proportion of our manufactures to our 
production of raw material. Not all of these ex- 
ports went to Europe, but some of them did, while 
all of them must hav been sold in competition with 
European goods, and that is the same thing when 
the cheapness of production is the question discus- 
sing. Somebody ought to tell the truth about the 
tariff. 


When Mowbray, the bumptious revolutionist 
from England, made a wild speech in Philadelphia, 
the police arrested him. The Friendship Liberal 
League, on the contrary, appointed a speaker to 
answer the statements and arguments of Mowbray ; 
and I will bet a dozen bombs that the address 
before the Liberal League did more than the ar- 
rest to discourage the “propaganda by deed” 
among those who heard it. Mr. T. B. Wakeman’s 
remarks published in Taz TnurH SErKER last week 
eontain the true dootrin and go to the root of the 
matter: The country needs more Liberal elubs and 
Leagues. 


J. Wm. Lloyd, the philosophical poet, who has 
written a whole lot of good truck, contemplates 
bunching his scattered poems and publishing them 
in a book. For a title to the volume he has chosen 
« Wind-Harp Songs,” which is open to the objection 
that songs cannot be sung to a wind-harp ac- 
companiment, but still it has the merit of suggest- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 12, 1895. 


25 


Ss aaan 


ing the proper afflatus. Mr. Lloyd’s volume will 
appear when two hundred persons hay agreed to take 
itat$1 per copy. He resides at Westfield, N. J. 
The book reviewer of the Evening Wisconsin, a 
paper published in some jay town in the Northwest, 
assaults my reputation as a religious poet by saying 
that Taz Taurm Srexer Annvat “also contains go- 
called verse of a blasphemous character.” That the 
verse is blasphemous I am pleased to be assured, 
but I must point out that the reviewer errs in qual- 
ifying it as “so-called.” It has not been so denom- 
inated. very journalist knows that verse is just 
verse, the same as a lineis a line. It may not be 
poetry, nor even rhyme, but it is never prose. The 
Wisconsin reviewer does not know why he uses 
the term “so-called,” and Í shall hav to enlighten 
him. It is for the same reason, or want of reason, 
that the editor of a paper somewhere in his vicinity 
alluded to Putnam as a “so-called Freethinker,” 
thereby obversely implying, I suppose, that he 
might be a Methodist in disguise. The word has 
the same poverty of significance as the parenthe- 
sized interrogation point (?) of the rural scribe, 
. merely indicating, when employed as in the cases 
noted, that the bosom of the writer is agitated 
by emotions which he has not self-control enough 
to conceal, and which he does not know enough to 
express. 


Mr. Charles O. Johnson, of Massachusetts, and 
the Editor of Taz Taur&R Szexer, of New York, in 
discussing 1 Oor. vii, 36, missed certain beauties of 
the passage unrevealed to Bible students who re- 
tain the old version. In the new version of our 
lord and savior’s last will and testament the verse 
is as follows: “But if any man thinketh that he 
behaveth himself unseemly toward his virgin 
daughter, if she be past the flower of her age, and 
if need so requireth, let him do what he will; he 
sinneth not; let them marry.” The revisers, who 
are responsible for the introduction of the daughter 
in the case, say in & marginal note: “Or, virgin 
(omitting daughter).” This matter needs further 
elucidation. In the first place, what sort of a piece 
of property is a man’s virgin unless it is his daugh- 
ter? Could it mean his servant girl, his sister, or 
his aunt? What kind of sense does the annotator 
make of Paul’s words if he omits daughter? and if 
he retains the word, what sort of morals do they 
inculcate? While the Christian citizen might 
thank Paul for the liberty of the household so 
kindly accorded him, he owes the annotator some- 
thing for permitting him to omit or include his 
daughter when behaving himself unseemly. 

The onus frumenti is on Brother Green of the 
Freethinkers’ Magazine. Mr. Green’s complaint 
against the Liberal press in general is that it does 
not giv the purity issue sufficient protuberance. 
He thinks that unless Infidels can see the Comstock 
law and go it one better, they might as well remain 
in the church. He lately heard that C. C. Moore, 
of the Blue Grass Blade, was making a specialty 
of morals, and at once wrote a letter in which he 
extended the right hand and handwriting of fellow- 
ship and indorsement to Mr. Moore. It gratified 
Mr. Green to find a brother moralist, and besides 
requesting an exchange of journals, he asked per- 
mission to print Mr. Moore’s likeness, whiskers and 
all, in the February number of his magazine. The 
letter pleased Mr. Moore so well that he printed 
it, but in the same number of the Blade he gave 
his readers about two columns of red-hot freelove 
doctrin, while right next to Mr. Green’s communi- 
cation appeared a logical and well-agued defense of 
Mr. J. B. Wise, now under indictment for violating 
the postal laws. Mr. Green can now say with the 

oet: 

R Twas ever this way up to date, 
T've seen my fondest hopes decay; 


I never found congenial mate 
But he was first to break away. 


The Lexow investigating committee has rested 
from its labors and its works do follow it. The at- 
mosphere is full of charges against all whom it may 
concern. Boss Platt has withdrawn from the Rev. 
Dr. Parkliurst's church, with the stinging remark 
that the pastor’s head hath grown too great for his 
hat. The Rey. Dr. Parkhurst avers in an open letter 
that Goff made a corrupt deal with Police Superin- 
tendent Byrnes, and that the said Byrnes is a publio 
liar. He also charges that Mr. Byrnes has held a 
mortgage on the investigating committee. Chair- 
man Lexow contributes an item of intelligence to 
the effect that Parkhurst dodged the issue when it 
came to facing the music of Byrnes’s voice, and art- 
fully feigned illness for that purpose. The record 
off Recorder Goff as district attorney is being over- 
hauled with a view to making trouble for him; and 


taking everything into consideration, the condition | hay lately taken to the tarf. I fear I frequently blas- 


of affairs approaches that state when honest men are 
supposed to get what is coming to them. 

It is proposed to make the investigating com- 
mittee a permanent American institution. This may 
be done. It would be merely adding to the politi- 
cal machine one more wheel, which, being properly 
greased, would run as slick as the old ones. 

Gro. E. Macpvonatp. 
— 
Freethought Progress. 


The German Freethinkers are at present having a rest 
from persecution. 


Bishop Gillaspie, of the Episcopal church, is greatly 
alarmed by the growth of what he calls ** Unitarianism ” 
in the Episcopal body, particularly among the clergy, 
When the shepherds go astray into the fields of heresy, 
what is to become of the sheep? 


Mr. Leon Farnemont, editor of La Raison, and Prof. 
Hector Denis, of the University of Brussels, both prom- 
inent Freethinkers, hav been elected to the Belgian 
Chamber of Deputies. The National Congress held 
at Brussels, September 12th, was a great success. Our 
Belgian brethren show as much activity and enthusiasm 
as ever. 

October 15th was the anniversary of the death of Ra- 
mon Chies, the great Spanish Freethinker. Memorial 
services hav been held by all Spanish Freethought socie- 
ties and several Masonic lodges. °.*.: A copy of Hi Libre 
Examen, one of our Spanish contemporaries, lies before 
us, This journal, which is not yet a year old, has under 
the management of Carlos Chies succeeded in gaining a 
place among the foremost European Freethought journals. 
It is spicy and uncompromisingly anti-Christian. 


The two hundredth anniversary of the birth of Voltaire 
was the 2ist of November last. To commemorate the 
event and help on the cause of mental liberty for which 
the great Frenchman did so much, Mr. J. M. Wheeler, 
of the London Freethinker, wrote a popular account of 
the emancipator’s career, accompanied by telling excerpts 
froms his writings, the opinions entertained of him by 
many writers, and other matter of interest. * During 
the month of September two new societies joined the 
French Freethought Federation. This Federation held 
its annual congress Nov. 1st in Paris. 


The contents of Der Lichtfreund, which since the death 
of Dr. E Schwelle, May 18, 1894, has been edited by Mr. 
D. Panth:l. are interesting and instructiv as ever. *.’. 
ZAheologisher Nonsensometer is a very able transla- 
tion by Mr. Wolfgang Schaumburg, of Vienna, Austria, 
of Col. R. Q. Ingersoll’s ** Talmagian Catechism.” Mr. 
W. Schaumburg deserves the appreciation and thanks of 
all Freethinkers for his translations of American Free- 
thought literature into the German language. Besides 
the one noticed above he has translated the '* Mistakes 
of Moses," ‘‘Men, Women, and Gods,” John Peck’s 
** Miracles and Miracle Workers," and others. 


A collected edition of the works of James Thomson (B. 
V.) was issued in London by Bertram Dobell in Novem- 
ber. '.'.' Fisher Urwin of London publishes in two vol- 
umes the life of Charles Bradlaugh by his daughter, Hy- 
patia Bradlaugh Bonner. ($5.) '.'.' The edition of the 
Agnostic Annual for 1895 was exhausted almost imme- 
diately and now Watts & Co. bav issued in pamphlet 
form the symposium on ** Why Liv a Moral Life?" °°." 
Robert Forder issued a subscribers’ edition of J. M. 
Wheeler’s ** Voltaire: His Life and Work." It was lim- 
ited to 250 copies. -'.'.' The late Prof. G. J. Romanes 
left behind him the manuscript of a work styled 
**'Thoughts on Religious Problems." The work is being 
edited, and will hav a preface supplied, by the Rev. 
Charles Gore, of ‘‘ Lux Mundi" fame. '. The Lon- 
don Freethinker says: ‘‘An excited appellant stood before 
Lord Justice Lopes, the Master of the Rolls, and de- 
manded ‘inthe name of God who reigned over earth, 
heaven, and hell, over angels, men, and devils,’ that his 
ease should be investigated. The Master of the Rolls 
dismissed the application and censured the appellant for 
uttering ‘nonsense’in ‘aloud voice.’ That little trick 
doesn't impose on the authorities as it used to in the old 
‘Thus saith the Lord’ days." Think of a judge telling a 
man in court that the latter’s appeal to ‘‘ God " was ‘‘ non- 
Sense "] ','.' Tas TRUTH Srexen’s ‘‘ Missionary Scheme” 
has already found wise imitators. Messrs. Watts & Co., 
publishers of the excellent Literary Guide, London, 
read of the success of our movement and at once 
offered to send to different addresses eight copies 
of F. J. Gould's novel, ‘‘The Agnostic Island," for 
$1.25. Slowly but surely the practice of crema- 
tion is spreading. In England crematorinms hav been 
proposed in Liverpool, Southampton, and Paddington. 
*'.' At lasta minister has ventured to do justice to the 
memory of George Eliot and George Henry Lewes. 
Rev. W. Mottram writes to the Review of Reviews in 
their vindication. He avers that ‘‘ there was no injured 
wifein the background." The Freethinker thus sum- 
marizes a portion of his article: ‘‘It was Mr. Lewes who 
would, by our law, be entitled to a divorce, But divorce 
then was not only costly and most troublesome, but a 
Bpeoial act of Parliament had to be obtained and paid for. 
George Henry Lewes was then poor. George Eliot re- 
belled against & law like that, and felt her union with 
Lewes strictly moral She considered it one of the chief. 
blessings of her life, and the source of inspiration which, 
in all likelihood, we should never hav had otherwise in 
George Eliot at all. Mr. Cross, her second husband, 
thought her union with Lewes ‘ the noblest act of a very 
noble life.’” -:..' A contributor to the Toronto Mai 
quotes from Lady Dorothy Orford’s biography of her 
father a letter written by Lord Orford refusing to be 
come president of the Norwich Bible Society. The letter 
is refreshingly candid, and reads as follows: ‘‘Sir: Lam 
surprised and annoyed by the contents of your letter. 
Surprised, because my well-known character should hav 
exempted me from such an application, and annoyed, be- 
cause it compels me to hav even this communication with 
you. I hav long been addicted to the gaming-table. I 


pheme. But I hav never distributed religious tracts, All 
this was known to you and your society, notwithstanding 
which you think me a fit person to be your president. 
God forgiv your hypocrisy. I would rather liv in the 
land of sinners than with such saints.” . Equally 
candid was the answer of the Marquis de Biddle Cope 
when asked in a very flattering letter written by the 
Duke of Norfolk, president of the Catholic Union, to be- 
come a member of that influential body. Here is the 
reply: ‘*Broadwatd Hall, Aston-on-Clun, Shropshire, 
‘November 18,1894. My Dear Lord Duke: I hav pleasure 
in acknowledging receipt of your letter of October 31st, 
postmarked November 6th. I embrace the opportunity 
thus offered to mention that I am unable to reconcile 
belief in supernatural agencies with the credence of facts 
now ascertained by scientific research. On this ground 
I decline with many thanks your polite offer to promote 
my enrollment in the Catholic Union. I think it a duty 
of courtesy to mention at the same time that I hav ceased 
to use the title of Marquis granted by the Sovereign 
Pontiff. To prevent possible misapprehensions, I pro- 
pose to publish this correspondence.—Very truly yours, 
CYPRIAN DE BIDDLE Cors.” 


ESEESE 

Lectures and Meetings. 
Corone IxaERSOLL'S lecture appointments: 
January 12..St. Paul, Minn. Jan. 17...Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
January 18.. Duluth, Minn. January 18, Davenport, Ia. 
January 14, HauClaire, Wis. January 19, DesMoines, Ia. 
January 15, LaCrosse, Wis. January 27, New York City. 
January 16....Dubuque, Ia. 


FnawELIN STEINER'S lecture engagements so far as now 
arranged are: i 


Jan. 7..... West Liberty, Ia. 
Jan. 8, 11......... Moline, Ill. 


Feb. 10, East Dennis, Mass. 
Feb. 12...... Harwich, Mass. 
Jan. 18 ............ Clinton, Ia. Feb. 17......... Boston, Mass. 
Jan..18, 20...New Ross, Ind. Feb. 17...... Brockton, Mass. 
Jan. 21, 22...... Muneie, Ind. Feb. 24....Haverhill, Masa. 
Jan. 23....Greensburg, Ind. Feb. 27......Booth Bay, Me. 
Jan. 24, 25, Petersburg, Ind. Mar. 3.......... Boston, Mass. 
Jan. 27......... Cincinnati, O. Mar. 8...... New York, N. Y. 
Jan. 29..... Grafton, W. Va. Mar.10......Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Feb. 8.....Philadelphia, Pa. Mar. 10........ Newark, N. J. 
Feb. 7....... Meriden, Conn. 

Address Mr. Steiner for lectures in the vicinity of these 
places, or in Northern New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, in care of this. office. 


Mrs. FREEMAN'S lecture appointments: Philadelphia, 
Pa., Jan. 18th; Northport, L. L, Jan. 14th, 15th, and 
16th; Liberal Club, New York, Jan. 18th; Newark, N. J., 
Jan. 20th; Boston, Mass., Jan. 27th, Feb. 3d. and 10th. 
Mrs. Freeman desires to lecture during the months of 
January and February along or near the above ronte. 
Those desiring to secure dates not taken please write her 
at once, 1037 West Madison street, Chicago, Tl. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association. meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o'elock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues Program for January: 

January 18th—‘‘ Increased Production the only Hope for 
Mankind.” Mr. S. H. Nichols. 

January 20th—‘' The Right to Judge.” Mr. C. J. Rose. 

January 27th—‘* What we Owe to Thomas Paine.” Mr. 
T. B. Wakeman. 


Tux Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at8 o’clock. Program for January: 

January i1th—*'* The Evolution and Use of the Bible.” 
T. B. Wakeman. 

January 18th—‘‘The Ideal of '76." Mrs, M.. A. Free- 
man, of Chicago. 

January 26th—‘‘The Third Consciousness or Sixth 
Sense." Prof. A. L. Rawson. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: 


January 13th, 1895—‘‘Christian Civilization or Civil 
Christianity, Which?" Mrs. M, P. Krekel. 

January 20th, 1895—‘‘If Christ Came to Christianity." 
Dr. G. Gordon Sattler. 

January 27th, 1895—'*'The Bible in the Light of Higher 
Criticism.” Franklin Steiner, of Des Moines, Ta. 


Tug Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.M., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Tur. First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lec- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tur Detroit Investigator's society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon st 8 o'clock, Ali Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 

Tag Friendship Liberal League, George Longford: 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:80, every Sunday in War” 
ner's Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tas Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawanaavenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. . l 

Tam Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clook Tuesday evenings in the Sterrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. 


Xi a oe ES 
Mr. Thomas Capek, of Pittsburg, formerly editor 
of the Bohemian. Voice, and Miss Anna Vostrovsky, 
daughter of our long-time subscriber, Mr. Jaroslav 
Vostrovsky, of San Jose, Cal., hav embarked to- 
gether upon the sea of matrimony. May their co- 
voyage be long, happy, and prosperous. 
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betters of Friends. 


Ohio to New York. 
Lrpanon, O., Dec. 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.25; $1 to 
assist in your Sunday campaign, and for 
the rest send me the ANNUAL, 
Yours truly, D. M. Wonrzr. 


Poverty Cannot Deprive Him of It. 
VinnA Grove, Dec. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $3 for Taz TRUTH 
SENKER, the best paper in the world. The 
paper is getting better all the time, I will 
not be without Tue TRUTH SEEKER, as 
poor as I am, while I liv. 
Yours for liberty, Duaarnp MoDonazp. 


All to Do Their Duty. 
Sr. Paun, Mx., Dec. 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose you $5 in pay- 
ment for the grand old Truts SEEKER for 
a year, and Paine’s ** Great Works Com- 
plete.” I see ever so many books that I 
would like to hav, but can’t afford to. 
Hoping that all will do their duty, and 
send in their mite, B. K. FORTHON. 


Good Reports from the Pilgrim. 

Hoor, N. D., Dec. 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Putnam has aroused things 
here and at Park Riverin good shape. I 
hav had daily calls for books and papers 
ever since, and am well repaid for getting 
him here last summer. I want the list for 
missionary purposes; just send the money's 

worth of the list inclosed. 
M. A. Hewrrr. 


Is Well Pleased. 

PrnBrsvrnng, PA., Dec. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $5 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER; two of Ingersoll’s ** Holy 
Bible;” one each ''Shakspeare," ''Lin- 
eol," and *'*Suicide," and two Ax- 
NUALS. The other twenty-five cents to 
go for any other purpose where it is most 
needed. We received S. P. Putnam’s 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 

and we are well pleased with our book. 

ANDREW BEVERIDGE, 


Recommends It To the Men of God. 


Hanwoop Minas, PA., Dec. 23, 1894. 

Mx. Eprron: Inolosed find seventy-five 
cents for three'copies of the ANNUAL. 

I like your paper very well. I am a 
Hungarian by birth, and came to this 
country twelve years ago. I was always 
a so-called Infidel or Atheist. I read the 
** Age of Reason” some seven years ago; 
it is a very good book. I recommend it to 
every priest or preacher. I am 

Yours for truth M. J. PALINKAS, 


Doing Good to His Enemies. 

MONTREAL, Deo. 19, 1894. 
Mz. Eprrong: Your paper is always a 
welcome visitor. I hav been circulating 
it amongst my enemies, and although 
many don’t like it I am sure the truth will 
eventually prevail I hope you will be 
long spared to hold up the banner of Free- 
thought against the intolerance of Chris- 

tian bigotry, hypocrisy, and ignorance. 

Wishing you a happy and prosperous 

New Year, I remain, 
Yours fraternally, 


He Deserves a Forlune. 
‘Kyicur’s Ferry, Deo. 10, 1894. 

Ms. Eprron: I inclose $5 for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, eight copies of Paine’s ** Age of 
Reason,” and the ‘‘Story Hour.” Ihav 
received and read ** Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought,” and I think it one of the 
best books I ever read. 

Friend Putnam is deserving of great 
credit, and I hope he will make a fortune 
out of it. There are other books I would 
like to hav, but money is too scarce at the 
present time. 

Down with superstition, and success to 
Freethought. A. M. Hints, 


Good Use of the Day. 
HawsunGH, CAL., Nov. 29, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrok: This being the day set 
apart by the president as a day of humilia- 
tion and prayer, amen, I take the liberty 
of acknowledging receipt of ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” which I hav 
read twice through, and pronounce it 
grand, superb, magnificent. As the 
Frenchman says, Creedal cussedness must 


A. QHISHOLM, 


be kept in bounds. I am 70 years old 
with fair prospects of living long enough 
to read the books ordered herewith, ‘‘ The 
Better World,” ** About the Holy Bible,” 
“For Her Daily Bread,” ‘‘Secular Mar- 
raige and Funeral Ritual,” ‘‘Church 
Property,” **Reynolds's Blasphemy Trial.” 
J. W. M. HAMPTON. 


Pleased With His Present. 
Derr River, Conn., Dec. 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: ‘*Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought,” which my wife ordered 
a week ago as a Christmas present, I 
received Christmas Eve, and was very 
much surprised as well as pleased. I wish 
that some more Freethinkers' wives would 
do the same. I hav looked it through and 


am satisfied that it is more than all you} 


say itis. I hope that all of the good and 
true men and women who are working for 
truth and Freethought may liv long to see 
8 great deal of their work accomplished. 
CASPER LIGHTSINGER. 


A Secular Funeral in Arkansas. - 


ROGERS, ARK., Deo. 4, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3.25 
for& year’s subscription and Ingersoll’s 
lecture on the Bible. I hav been slow to 
pay subscription, but feel sure you will 
pardon me when you know the cause; my 
husband was taken sick last January and 
was not able to be up any more; he was 
helpless seven months; died the 6th of 
September. We hav always been bold and 
outspoken Freethinkers. We had a Secu- 
lar funeral at my husband’s grave, con- 
ducted by C. W. Stewart, of Rogers, Ark.; 
he is an able speaker and a faithful worker 
for the cause. If we only had more such 
men we would hav better times. There 
hav been many remarks made about our 
funeral. I am, with good wishes to the 
Freethought cause, 

Mrs. J. E. LovELACE. 


Mortunry- Walter J. Chipman. 


OzvMPIA, Wasn., Deo. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Walter J. Chipman died 
Dec. 14, 1894. He was born Feb. 2, 1858, 
making him nearly thirty-seven years of 
age at the time of his death. Stricken 
down in the prime of manhood, he met 
death bravely and added one more to the 
many proofs that an honest Freethinker is 
not afraid to die, The Christian’s future 
had no horror for him. He suffered for 
over a year, and the last few months en- 
dured terrible agony, for which he could 
get no relief, the doctors all differing as to 
the disease, but when an examination was 
made it was found to be an internal cancer. 
He wanted no preacher to pray over him, 


‘| and as there was no Freethought speaker 


available we had no services. The large 
number of friends who gathered on the 
sad occasion showed that he had the 
respect of the community in which he 
lived and died. ; C. 


Progress, Even in Pennsylvania. 


Aros SPRING, PA., Deo. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Xiprron: The people here are awful 
religious; they do not like me for taking 
Tse TRUTH SEEKER. But I giv a few 
copies away when I can get anyone to 
read them. I hav sent some to Tyrone 
City; there are some people there who 
will read them. "T'here are men here who 
will not giv me any work on that account, 
and others who will get work done and 
beat me out of the pay if they can, and 
think it no harm. I hav been told that I 
should not serve as a juryman. I came to 
this valley in 1857 and the people in this 
township hav spent seventy-five thousand 
dollars for churches and preachers since I 
came here, and they glory in it. 

I send you $3 for my subscription. 

I see that Ingersoll lectured to a 
crowded house in Altoona a short time ago; 
he could not hav done that ten years ago, 
so the people are getting their eyes open. 

Respectfally, Lovis EDMISTON. 


A Comrade’s Fitting Praise. 


Crinton, Ia., Dec. 22, 1894, 
Mr. Eprron : I feel it to be my place to 
let you know that a stanch friend and ad- 
mirer of Tae Truru SEEKER has left us. 
One of the noblest of nature's noblemen 
has retired after the battle of life. Yes- 
terday, in company with about three hun- 


H dred of his neighbors, I had the mournful 


satisfaction of following to bis last resting- 


place the remains of our esteemed brother 


Leroy Dutton, of Grand Mound, Ta. He 
lived a useful life till seventy-nine years 
old, and left the world better for having 
lived in it. His ideal of a good life was to 
liv from day to day in doing what seemed 
to him to be for the best to those around 
him in setting an example of honesty and 
sobriety, and by his daily life showing the 
foolishness of superstition. We laid him 
to rest on his farm about two hundred 
yards from his late home, between his two 
wives who had preceded him across the 
line which divides the known from the 
unknown. May they sleep undisturbed. 
The simple but impressiv services were 
conducted by Brother Randall from Chi- 
cago. JAMES A, GREENHILL. 


The Wickedest of Books. 


Onset, Mass., Deo. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I herewith inclose $3. I 
received ‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought" all right, and hav had a real 
feast for the mind reading it. It is in Mr. 
Putnam’s best style, and that is saying a 
great deal, when everything he writes is 
so grand. The portraits are good of all 
those that I know, and I hav no doubt that 
those I do not know are just as good. I 
was glad to see a portrait of Voltaire. 
What a grand face it is! Also good Mr. 
Seaver and Mendum. It seems good to 
see them as they used to look in Paine 
Hall, Boston. I also received Ingersoll’s 
lecture on the ** Wickedest Book that ever 
was Printed.” How long would a com- 
pany of men who would get up such a book 
now remain out of jail, with Comstock 
around? How time and distance lend en- 
chantment to that old book! Will inclose 
stamps for the ANNUAL FoR 1895. 

Ms. S. D. Franois, 


Insists on Having Questions Answered. 


CINOINNATI, O., Deo. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I herewith hand you $3 to 
pay my subscription for another year to 
the grand old TRUTH SEEKER. 

I hav from time to time ordered a good 
many books from you, and after reading 
them I Joan them to those who can be in- 
duced to read them; and in many cases 
a Christian, after reading one, will ask me 
if I hav any more similar works? In or- 
der to get the best of a Christian I think 
it is only necessary to ask a few questions, 
and insist on his answering them. There 
are many things in the Bible that the 
weakness of my mind prevents me from 
understanding, and I consider it the 
Ohristian's duty to enlighten me, and in 
his attempts to do so he always makes mat- 
ters worse. i 

With best wishes for the success of 
your paper and a hurrah for Heston, I re- 
main yours for common sense, 

M. J, Connie. 


Wonders Why They are Fooled. 


Lewistown, Mont , Dec. 3, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Now that winter has set in 
my little familyand myself must hav some- 
thing to read. I hav read your valuable 
paper for a good many years and I cannot 
get along without it. There are many 
Freethinkers here, but there is no one to 
stir them up. There are three churches 
here, and when a man and woman gets so 
down at the heel that he or she cannot do 
anything else the church gets a new mem- 
ber. I make ita point to go to church 
once every six years, and the time came 
due about three week’s ago, and the talk 
the preacher gave us was the thinnest 
truck that I hav seen taken in a long 
while; the only change that I can see is 
that instead of a hat to gather the Lord's 
share in they hava dipper. Such a hum- 
bug, such a fraud! I cannot see why peo- 
ple cannot see the game; they appear to 
be smart enough on other points. Well, 
as I said before, I want something to read. 
Inclosed find $1.50 for ‘*Orimes of Preach- 
era,” **Sister Lucy and Her Awful Dis- 
closures,” ‘‘Thumbscrew and Rack,” 
** Self-contradictions of the Bible," ** My 
Religious Experience,” **A Clergyman’s 
Victims,” and ‘‘ Rights of Man.” 

Yours for Freethought and liberty, 

Caaruzs Brown, 


The Labor Exchange. 
Cappo, TEx., Dec. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I am about to organize a 
Labor Exchange Qo-operatiy Colony at 


this place, and wish to enlist all Liberal 
and advanced people out of employment. 
Oan you, and will you, help the cause by 
giving this notice to your many advanced 
readers in Tun TaurH SEEKER? I mail 
you to-day, under a separate cover, the 
Co-operativ Commonwealth, in which you 
will see what property I hav to offer. If 
sixty-four members can pay $125 each 
($8,000), I turn all my stock, machinery, 
implements, etc., over to them. Then I 
will deposit the land with warranty deed 
with the Labor Exchange (the members), 
and take Labor Exchange checks for same 
redeemable in sheep, wool, cattle, horses, 
and all kinds of produce, all without in- 
terest. 

As a reformer, I suppose you are in 
favor of the co-operativ move, and would 
call your particular attention to the Labor 
Exchange, the only true co-operativ sys- 
tem in existence. It does away with all 
middle-men and bankers, and givs to each 
individual full value for his produce. 

For information apply to the Progressiv 
Thought Company, Olathe, Kan. 

If yon can help the cause and the op- . 
pressed, you will bestow a blessing upon 
all mankind, and greatly oblige yours in 
the cause. Fraternally, 

PETER SWENSON. 

N.B.—I think we will be ready for an 
organization about J an. 15th. 


Mortuary—Leroy Dutton. 
CuroaGo, Iut., Deo. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Leroy Dutton, who was 
born April 20, 1816, in Chenango county, 
N. Y., passed to death, after a short sick- 
ness, on the morning of Dec. 20, 1894, 
aged seventy-eight years and eight montbs, 

He was highly respected by all who 
knew him for his exceptional intelligence 
and many superior qualities of charaoter. 
He came West in 1889 with his parents 
and located in Olive, Clinton county, Ia., 
where he has resided ever since, steadily 
engaged in the occupation of farming. 

Although his parents were strict Pres- 
byterians their ideas of religion, life, and 
death never found root in his mind. For 
many years he has been widely known as 
a Freethinker, and defined himself as a 
Materialistic philosopher. For some years 
past he has frequently been heard to ex- 
press himself that he was satisfied with life 
and ready to die whenever nature was 
ready for him. It was his special request 
that neither priest nor minister should of- 
ficiate at his funeral; he wished to be laid 
away in the earth on his farm with as little 
ceremony as possible, and if any speaker 
was called by his friends that it would be 
one whose words would be in harmony 
with the ideas of life and death which he 
had lived and believed were in accord with 
great nature’s laws. 

The writer was called by the friends to. 
conduct the funeral, which was attended 
by slarge number of people, many of whom 
for the first time witnessed exercises for 
such an occasion in which prayers, psalm- 
singing, nor Bible-reading occurred. 

For many years Mr. Dutton has been a 
generous contributor of means to aid in 
the propagation of such ideas in relation to 
life, death, religion, and politics as he 
thought would destroy superstition and 
ignorance, and thus help all mankind to 
larger freedom and to greater enjoyment 
of the fruits of their toil and their natural 
rights. : : 

He was a kind neighbor, a loving and 
tender husband, father, and brother, and 
an exceptionally useful citizen, 

Dr. J. H. RANDALL. 


Thinks Paine Was a Medium. 
Borraro, N. Y., Deo. 15, 1894. 

Ms. Eprron: Inolosed please find $4 for 
Tax TRUTH SEEKER and Paine’s ‘‘Age of 
Reason” to be sent to the addresses of the 
persons named, I approve highly of your 
plan of sending Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason " 
to Christians, as from my past experience 
I am satisfied that there is not another 
book in existence that will hav so much 
influence to set the average Christian to 
thinking as will that book. The majority 
of Christians know little or nothing of 
what the religious views of Paine were, as 
they hav heard so many slanderous lies 
from their priests that they consider him 
next in vileness to his satanic majesty 
himself. I hav spoilt more than one 


, Christian’s faith by giving him the “Agg 


of Reason" to read. I hav wondered 
gometimes why so many Freethinkers ad- 
mired Paine when he was a believer in a 
future life, as they seem to think that such 
belief savors of the grossest superstition, 
and it appears to me as though they could 
hardly find language strong enough to 
condemn that belief. I am satisfied that 
Paine was very mediumistic, judging from 
his writings. He was what now would be 
called an impressible medium. He says 
in the '*Age of Reason” that thoughts 
came to him unawares, and that he found 
it to his advantage to treat such visitors 
with civility, as it was from such that he 
had learned all that he knew, or words to 
that effect. I may not quote verbatim, as 
it has been years since I read it. Though 
a crazy Spiritualist, I am doing all that I 
can to spread Liberal views. I hav paid 
but little attention to Spiritualism for 
many years, as I commenced its investiga- 
tion over forty years ago and satisfied my- 
‘Self beyond a doubt. My main hobby of 


late years is Vegetarianism. Everything [( 


in existence partakes of the nature of that 

of which it is made and men are no excep- 

tion to the rule. One who livs on the 

grains, fruits, and nuts will be a very dif- 

ferent person from one who eats much 

animal food, the worst of which is the hog. 
1 Respectfully, A. H. FRANE. 


A Clergyman Called Down. 
Dus Morwzs, IA., Dec. 11, 1894. 

To Rev. H. A. Prrromano, D.D., In- 
dianapolis, Ind.— ev. Sir: During your 
recent course of lectures in Des Moines, 
Ia., you are reported to hav made sub- 
stantially these statements regarding the 
morality of Infidelity: At one time a 
certain Infidel started an Infidel town 
somewhere in Indiana, The inhabitants 
were all unbelievers. Their moral state 
was 80 low that the founder of the place 
himeelf left, saying even the devil could 
not liv there. Then, according to the 
report, you yourself went through the 
town on a Sunday morning and found all 
the women out on the streets playing mar- 
bles. Now, as you seem to be a leading 
light in your church, you can possibly giv 
some evidence to substantiate the story. 
As a public man, the public hav a right to 
demand it of you. I hereby ask you the 
following questions: 1. Hav you been cor- 
rectly reported? If incorrectly, what is 
your version of the matter? 2. If your 
statements hav been correctly reported 
tell us the name of the Infidel who estab- 
lished the town in question. 3. When was 
it established? 4. In what county of In- 
diana? 5. Isthe town in existence to-day? 
6. If not, when did it go out of existence? 
7. Hav youany evidence to prove its exist- 
ence yourself, religious papers and tracts 
excepted? If so, please refer them to 
the readers of Tum Trura SErxzR. The 
Infidels of this country would be pleased 
to obtain some knowledge of this wonder- 
ful town, a knowledge which at the present 
time seems to be treasured in your brain. 
I hav directed a registered copy of THE 
Trors SzEEkER containing this letter to be 
` sent to you. Make your reply to the 
editor of that journal, who will publish it. 
Hoping to hear from you at an early date, 
I am, yours respectfully, 

FRANKLIN STEINER. 


Believes in Aggressiv Work. 
CooK, NEB., Dec. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I- herewith inclose two 
‘leaflets and suggest, in connection with 
other propagandistic work, that should 
the readers of Tum Trora SEEKER puta 
' few dimes each into a fund for the purpose 
of scattering some hundreds in each neigh- 
borhood the effect produced would be sur- 
prising. I hav, for several years, sent out 
similar slips, and as a consequence the 
efforts of the church availeth not very 
much.. A year ago the United Brethren 
church labored hard in a six week's re. 
vival, and succeeded in increasing their 
membership only three. The Methodist 
Episcopal church started up soon after the 
closing of the United Brethren, and ran 
at red heat for nine weeks, and added only 
five to their membership roll. The Metho- 
dist Episcopals are now in the fifth week— 
running at full blast—four or five preach- 
ers almost every night and through the 
day visiting at the houses, and as yet hav 
three or four only who hav expressed any 
desire to seek the Lord. If the Liberals 
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a £ - æ r 
Dre a E —— Tne == 
a P —L-1 DONORA DT pO] KNIE - | —| 


2. 


9 The fairy spell that childhood wears, 

Its artlessness and truth; 

'The light that lives within the eye, 
And in the smile of youth; 

'The impress on the manly brow, 
Wrought with a shade of care, 

That tells of high and noble thoughts — 
How beautiful they are. 

» 


ob- jects beau- tà - ful and bright That 


78 


ev - ery-where we 


8 And life — how much is shed around 

To bless and cheer us here, i 

When energy and strength are found 
Its lesser ills to bear ! 

Although a cloud may sometimes rise, 
A shadow sometimes rest 

Upon our earthly pathway, still 
"T is beautiful and blest. 


a 


From the “COSMIAN HYMN BOOK.” Compiled -by L. K. Wasazurn. 


Sold at The Truth Seeker office. 


would be more aggressiv it would be but 


Price, $1.50. 


that is cruel, inhuman, and barbarous in 


a few years until the influence of the į the ‘‘ Holy Bible." 


church would scarcely be felt. Many of 
their houses of superstition would be 
thrown open to the light of reason, and 
they would be converted into halls of 
science and humanitarianism; all their 
scarecrows would be relegated to the 
rear, never again to come to the front to 
frighten weak-minded people out of their 
wits. People would be taught how to liv, 
instead of being taught howto die. In- 
stead of building huge stone walls with 
dark and gloomy cells to hold in solitary 
confinement those who hay given their 
hearts to God until the court fixes upon 
the time, and the executioner gets ready 
the scaffold which hurls its victim into 
eternity, we will teach them that they had 
better keep their hearts, as they can in no 
possible way be of any use to God—as 
well giv God your liver or kidney—and 
you can in no way get along without it. 
We will crush the rocks and use them in 
the building of our public roads and mak- 
ing them passable. I will urge in closing, 
Let every Liberal who reads this buckle 
on his armor and throw off his timidity 
and boldly, though courteously, show up 
the Christian’s absurdities. 
Yours truly, W. P. Brooxs. 


Washington Preachers Greatly Excited. 


WasurNGTON, D. C., Dec. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: When Colonel Ingersoll 
stepped before the footlights at the 
National Theater Sunday evening, Decem- 
ber 16th, and said that ‘‘somebody ought 
to tell the truth about the Bible,” he faced 
an audience that occupied every seat from 
pit to dome, while a large number had to 
content themselvs with standing in a semi- 
circle all around the back row of seats. 
The Colonel seemed to be in his happiest 
mood and for nearly two hours he kept 
the audience either convulsed with laugh- 
ter at his witty sallies or else held in rapt 
attention at his fiery denunciation of all 


Those readers of Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
who hay either heard or read his new 
lecture ** About the Holy Bible " need not 
be told how unassailable are the argu- 
ments contained therein. 

Of all Colonel Ingersoll's lectures I hav 
had the pleasure of listening to, or of all 
his works I hav had the pleasure of réad- 
ing, Ithink this one is the most replete 
with sound reasoning and logic. 

No wonder the clergy are dazed, and 
judging from the numerous ‘‘ replies” in 
the various pulpits the Sunday following, 
they are utterly routed and demoralized. 
It remind’s one of the effect of throwing a 
stone into a hornet’s nest. Such buzzing, 
such fury run mad with impotent rage, 
and such wild ravings are enough to make 
the gods weep. 

One enterprising individual whose or- 
thodoxy need not be questioned wanted 
the district commissioners (corresponding 
to mayor in your city) to find some law 
by which to stop ‘‘this blatant Infidel ” 
from delivering his lecture. This is what 
he said: ‘* All right-minded clergymen 
and Christians, both Protestant and Cath- 
olic, do most emphatically and earnestly 
protest against this blatant Infidel deliver- 
ing his blasphemous lecture in Washington 
or elsewhere. Amen.” 

Then follows a long tirade of abuse and 
insolence characteristic of those who love 
their enemies and who turn the left cheek 
when the right is smitten. This was 
before the lecture was delivered. You can 
imagin what it was afterwards. 

Of course none of those reverend gentle- 
men who undertook to ‘‘answer” the 
Colonel’s lecture, as they very modestly 
advertised they would, indulged in any- 
thing but denunciations, wild statements, 
insults, and abuse. 

There is need not only of one but a 
thousand Ingersolls to teach and civilize 
the orthodox clergy of our land, for I take 
it they are no better elsewhere than they 
are here. J.J. SHIRLEY, M.D. 


From a Systematic Worker. 


BREATHEDSVILLE, Mp., Deo. 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The Freethinkers here are 
unorganized, but several of the leaders last 
fall discussed the feasibility of having a 
lecture delivered this season, pledging 
themselvs to giv certain stated sums toward 
defraying the expense thereof. Procras- 
tination, however, let matters hang in thig 
chaotic state until Mr. Remsburg pushed 
the matter to a climax by writing one of 
the members with whom he had been cor- 
responding that he would be here to lect- 
ure seven days later, and requesting an 
Answer. 

Owing to his inability to meet and con- 
sult the other leaders, who all lived in the 
country districts, this letter was left un- 
answered until just three days before the 
dateon which Mr. Remsburg could lecture, 
Then, having met, a telegram was hastily 


. sent telling him to come on without fail, 


and work began in earnest. Fearing that 
»ur delayed answer might reach him too 
‘ate to accept, we nevertheless resolved, in 
chat ease, to address the meeting ourselvs. 
Advertisments were inserted in each of 
Hagerstown's four daily papers, and sub- 
scriptions solicited from known Liberals 
to defray the expenses of the meeting. 
Two days later we had two thousand hand- 
bills struck, which I personally distributed 
in every business place in town, and to 
pedestrians and residences as far as they 
would reach, always saying a few words to 
the recipient thereof that would arouse his 
interest in the circular and insure its being 
read. As a result the hall, one of the 
largest in Hagerstown, was so well filled 
that some remained standing. 

And this occurred in spite of the warn- 
ing of Reverend Walton, an itinerant 
street-preacher, gave all Christians to 
evade such ‘‘damnable” and ‘‘ blasphe- 
mous" doctrins as lay concealed behind 
our fair advertisments. 
= Having printed his ‘‘warning,” the 
Hagerstown Mail was fair enough to print 
my reply, wherein I said: ‘‘ For one pro- 
fessing to possess the ‘charity’ that 
‘thinketh no evil,’ Reverend Walton’s 
advance Criticism of a lecture he never yet 
heard, seemed ‘rather previous.’ The 
‘charity’ that lacks the intellectual hos- 
pitality to ‘hear the other side ' condemns 
itself.” 

Mr. Remsburg’s musical delivery, flow- 
ing eloquence, and scholarly address so 
entranced his intelligent hearers as to 
make it what our advertisments promised 
—truly ‘‘an intellectual treat.” That his 
telling points struck the ignorant and su- 
perstitious with consternation was evident 
from the hasty retreat they several times 
beat from the hall, just after his reaching 
a climax. But their places were quickly 
taken by others, eager to hear what they 
could not stand. Altogether it was a grand 
success. Three of the daily papers gave 
comparativly good reports of the lecture— 
the fourth and poorest ignoring us en- 
tirely. In a three-quarter-column report, 
the Herald and Torch said ‘‘ the audience 
was made up of quite respectable people," 
and that ‘‘the lecturer is a good-looking 
man,” and rehearsed a number of the 
points made by the speaker. 

Under double-column headlines, the 
Mail reported the lecture of Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Marshall, field secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, and that of 
Mr. J. E. Remsburg in adjoining columns, 
heading it, ‘‘Two Lectures of Widely 
Different Kinds.” It said he ‘‘ lectured 


before a large crowd,” and ‘‘if all the 
people in there believe as he des, there is 
room fora lot of church missionary work 
here.” It then gave an excellent three- 
quarter-column report of what he said, 
pithily selecting his most telling points. | 

With the prestige of having drawn such 
a large and intelligent audience, given 
them such an inteliectual treat, and re- 
ceived such recognition by the press, the 
noble cause of Freethought has, in Hag- 
erstown, taken a giant stride forward. 
For, as our handbills stated, this was ‘‘ the 
first genuin Freethought lecture here in 
forty years.” After the lecture quite a 
number of persons gave Mr. Remsburg 
orders for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and other 
Freethought literature. 

To hav a successful lecture we would 
say, Decide on it sufficiently early to hav 
plenty of time for advertising it, collect 
all subscriptions before the time of the 
lectüre, hire a hali, advertise thoroughly— 
especially by handbills—and Mr. Rems- 
burg will do the rest. 

. D. WEBSTER Grou. 
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Remorse. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF ‘‘A TALE OF A HALO." 


Once upon & midnight dreary, 
As I pondered, weak and weary, 
On the pattern of the pinions 

That my sinful soul should wear, 
Felt I then a nervous shrinking, 
All my sense within me sinking, 
And next moment I was blinking 

In the Portal’s blinding glare ; 
And 1 knew by angel voices 
That came floating on the air, 

I had climbed the golden stair. 


But a quaking fear came o’er me, 
As I saw, direct before me, 
Like a vision of Nemesis, 
One I'd written of before. 
Not a moment stopped or stayed he, 
But in my direction made he, 
And my crouching figure laid he, 
With a blow, upon the floor. 
Then he sat himself upon me, 
As I lay upon the floor, 
Just without the shining door. 


’T was the glorified St. Peter, 
And he spake: ‘Ye wretched creatur’, 
Ye composed in vilest meter, 
And ye printed o’er and o’er, 
That unholy, lying story 
Of the saints and hosts of glory, 
Where ye told of combats gory 
On this peaceful, shining shore; 
Where ye said I robbed a soldier 
Of his monetary store, 
In the martyr days of yore.” 


And with every word came tapping, 
Oft increased to fiercest rapping, 
Peter’s key upon my forehead, 
Till my very brain was sore. 
And continued thus the porter : 
O young man, ye shouldn’t orter ! 
Ye are truly a distorter 
Of the truth, which I deplore. 
For your fate is long decided ; 
Ye shall roast forevermore 
Where the devils howl and roar. 


Cease this awful tapping! Cease it! 
Let me up, St. Peter! Cheese it!” 
Loud I howled in helpless horror; 
** Cease this torture, 1 implore!” 
Yet but faster came the horrid 
Rain of blows upon my forehead 
Till I doubted that my torrid 
Fate could hold, of anguisb, more, 
And commingling with the pleadings 
That my frenzied accents bore, 
Came this answer: ‘‘ Nevermore.” 


Did ye plan to pass this portal? 
Did ye hope for life immortal? 
Did ye think I had forgotten 
All ye said ef me before? 
Never hope, unhappy liar, 
‘To escape the brimstone fire. 
Ye shall suffer torments dire 
From the devils, evermore; 
Ye shall broil, and fry, and sizzle 
On that terror-haunted shore 
And be heard from ‘‘ nevermore.” 


Then he ceased his harsh upbraiding 

And my aching figure, aiding 

To assume an upright posture, 
Quickly siezed me by the Fair, 

And in swift contortions, curled me, 

As around his head he whirled me, 

Then with frightful speed he hurled me 
Down the shining Golden Stair. 

And a host of howling devils 

Who were waiting for me there, 
Swiftly bore me throngh the air. 


And the loud, triumphant shrieking, 
And the harsh, discordant squeaking 
Of the black and horny pinions 
Filled my ears with horrid roar. 
Soon 1 heard the frightful booming; 
Soon I saw the sulph’rous spuming ' 
And with desperation. fuming, 
I awoke. upon thé floor, 
With my heels upon the table 
And my head upon the floor, 
"T'was a dream and nothing more. 


But St. Peter, never flitting, 
On my stomach still is sitting, 
In these nightly visitations, 
As I writhe upon the floor. 
And his eyes hav all the seeming 
Of a demon that is dreaming, 
And I fear their awful gleaming, 
Through my reason yet will bore. 
For my soul from out the horror 
Of these dreams upon the floor 
Shall be lifted, nevermore. 
re 
Laughing Babies 
are loved by everybody. Good nature in chil- 
dren is rare unless they are healthy. Thoseraised 
on the Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed Milk 
are comparatively free from sickness. This milk 
is so easily prepared that improper feeding is in- 
excusable. . 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Zongress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cenis. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


How's This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward for any 
case of Catarrh taat cannot be cnred by Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure. 
E. J. CHENEY & CO , Props , Toledo, O. 

Wa the undersigned have known W. F. Cheney 
for the last 15 vears. and believe him. perfectly 
hororable in all business transactions and finan- 
cially able to carry out any obligation made by 
their firm. . 

West & Truax, Wholesale Drug2ists, Toledo,O. 

Wauoine, KiNNAN & Marvin, Wholesale Drug- 
gists, Toledo. O. 3 . , 

.Hall'a Catarrh Cure is taken internally. actin 
directly upon the blood and mucous surfaces o: 
the system. Price, 75c. per bottle. So!d by all 


Druggists. Testimonia!s. 

ALL styles of watches from $1.38 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street. New York. 52t19 


GET THE WONDERFUL NEW BOOK! 


Science of Life and Power of our Mind: 


UNIVERSAL HEALTH RESTORED. 
PRICE, $2.00. 
R. C. HANNON, C.8.B. 


S09 Linden St., Scranton, Pa. 
4151 


A Rare Chance to get first-class 
Freethought Story Books of sixty pages or over 
each. FREE. Send 8 cents to vay postage on 
samples. Address THE LIBERAL PUB. CO., 

42tf Portland, Kan 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 

Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 


inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 
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28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. New York. 
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Something > 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E, B. SOUTHWICK. 
For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


2 Bee, 

Saw the Vision of. the world, and all the wonders 
O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he siw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 

side of the tent relatively to our pres- 

ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 

a newspaper, but where light and 

everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 

where women are the stronger sex, 


where all dress alike, wear no buttons, | 


go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


A GIFT AT THE PRICE! 


"Having recently purchesed tho entire stock of 
watebes from a bankrupt firin, consisting of solid 
gold, stlver and gold-flled cases, wa shall offer a 
poruon of tho entira lot at prices never befora 
heard of in tho Watch trade. Among tho stock 
are 8,780 AMERICAN STYLE WATCHES, IN 14k. 
y SOLID GOLD-TILLED CASES, which we shall 
sell gingly or bztho dozen te private 
dthe tride, at tho unboard-of LOW PRICE of 

Y 83.92 EACT. Each and every watch is guarantecd 
4) * perfect timekeeper, and each watch is necompan- 
bj SI with our written guarantee for 20 years. Thinie 

yor itt A genuine, American Strlo Movemeri 
See Watch. in solid, gold-filled cases, and guaranteed 
7 for 20 YEARS, for $:,98. Thoso wanting a firet. 


cliaklo time-kecper, at about one-third res 

il price, should orderat once. Watch speculators 
an make Dod by buying by the dozen to sell. 
= Solid Gol Watches at $3.95. 

These watches must bo Bold, and as an inducement for you to 
order cuiekly, we will send to each of the fir-t one hurdred, orderirg 
fron thus aivertizement, A SOLID, Mk, GULD WATUIL worth 820, 
provided $:.98 is «cnt with the order. — Elegant SOLID ROLLED COLD 
CHAIN, of tho late-t pattern, free to these who eend fu] amount with 
order. Be one of the first and get n Rolid Gold Watch for $2.03. AIL 
are elegantly finished, and gusrantecd perfectly satisfactory ia every 
Tespect ut thia out and send to us und wo will eend a watch to jou 
C. O. D., mibject to examination, ty express. If found pertectly sati:- 
faetors, and exactly ns represented, pay 24,93 and fv $« yours, othr:- 
wise you do not pag one cent. Can wo make you n fairerofer? ‘Be suro 
to mention whether you want ladies’ or gente’ watch. Prioe per doz. 845.00 
SALE WATCH CO., 9 Murray tt, New Yorks 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers ani Shippers of 


| Fruits and Vegetables, 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 


BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY. 


SPECIALTIES : 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 
anges, Lemons, Cranberries, Pineapples, 
Grape~, Peaches, Pears, Plums, el- 

_ ons, Apples, Berries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
toes, Celery, Beets. Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash, Crab Ap- 

ples, Egg Piant. 


Special attention paid to filling orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese. and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


284. So. Water St., Chicago. 


Books by SALADIN, 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journa 


When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll 
wrote to the author: "You have earned the 
thanks of all who real.y think.’ It ix a work of 
vast reseg"ch, of sound criticism, of caustic hu- 
mor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing 
satire, of pathos and e'oquence. Itis one of the 
heaviest iconoclasti* broadsides ever fired at 
the Jewish God and the Bible Cloth, gold let 

&€:8. $1.25. 

WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, 
AND HER 60D. 

. The Rey. Archdeacon Far: ar s«id that ' Chris- 
tianity elevated ths woman; it shrouded as 
with a halo of sacred innocence che tender 
years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s 
work i$ to show the archdeacon his error, and 
he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
"Tris certainly is one of the most marvelous 
books ever issued from the press. Theau.hori- 
ties cited are unquestionable. and the result is 
convincing." In two volumes, cloth, gilt-let- 


tered, $2.50. 
CHRISTIANITY and the SLAVE TRADE. 
A condensation of the known facts upon this 
Subject, proving that Christianity did not abol- 
ish but aided this infamous traffic in human 
beings. To which are added such comments as 
only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bi- 
ble and Science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Chris- 
tion Bible can be interpreted by modern 
science. Iu paper, 20 cents. 

ROSES AND RUE. 
. Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of 
its subjects are: A Last Interview with a Man 
of Gen:us; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceti- 
cism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; 
Gods: Witchcraft. etc. This may be called 
Saladin’s own book, forit is poetry in prose, 
and is one of the books that lovers of strong 
literature like to read again and again. In 
cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 

LAYS OF ROMANCE. 

This books reminds one of Sir Walter Scott. 
being romantic, historic verse. aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic 
genius.. Cloth, gold lettered. 75 cen's. 

ISAURE AND OTHER POEMS, 

The title poem 18 & Story of intense passion, 
touchingly told. The other twenty poems are 
fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse 
reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Cloth. gold-lettered, 75 cents. 

A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 

By one whoenduredit Based upon a manu- 

script in the possession of Saladin. Paper, 10e. 
THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 

Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut 
down from the galows Printed trom manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. Paper. 10 cents. 

WHIRLWIND SOWN AND REAPED. 

A short story of clerical crime and villainy 
founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same or 
more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story 
* Is This Your Bon. My Lord?” Paper. 25 cents 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 
ComriLED BY L. K. WABB BURN, 
Price. $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFIOE 


$679,694,439.- 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in tha several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; sro arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading D:nominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities. States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the iacta, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Oersus of 1890. wi 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. Thearguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning ou them 80 lon 
A the injustice of church exemption is suffere 

o exist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 - 
Fiftv copies, 2c - - a 4.50 
One hundred copies - E 8.00 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
"Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


ms ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold 
There are 70 broad pages atd the price is only 


50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


£8 Lafayette t1, New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hym» Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier. Longfellow, and other roets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap. 
py and bright ?—SEND ror a co»y,.— Green cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Ezposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
Service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as ono of the most 
interesting of Fuglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 13 & part o 
his conclusion regur:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

A fins whether we took to tho facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. Adaptation and : 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thns been transformed before the 
view of the present gencrationin a manner and 
to au extent that bas never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of natnre universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 


words of its traditional encmy—W here is now 
thy, God?" 
Ylustrate! Prize, c)n ^^ L 
Address. THR YRUPA REFKER. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Froe- 
thinker” says: “It is by jar the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. "he 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stresm 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


A - THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Seem 28 adis P]., New York. 


JY exo Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tus 
Trora SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


RELIGION AND THE BIBLE. 
mings. 

A common-sense examination of the 
Bible, by a common-sense man. He takes 
the Bible as it is in the English version, 
and by comparison of different books and 
passages demonstrates the inconsistencies 
and contradictions therein. At the same 
time he seems to be willing to accept all 
that appears to be true and good in it. 
He shows that the religious cult of Moses 
was at least largely derived from the older 
cult of the Egyptians, and displays the 
similarity of many great points in the 
Christian system to the older systems of 
India. His idea is that ‘‘the Bible is the 
emanation from the minds of many men, 
containing statements true and statements 
false; ideas great and ideas small; sayings 
wise and sayings foolish; & mixture of fact 
and fiction, and the philosophy and con- 
ceptions of many ancient minds: Hebrews, 
Persians, and Egyptians.” 


Tse Burren Worb. By E. B. South- 

wick, M.D. 

This is not, as one might suppose from 
its title, a book relating to another and 
future world of existence beyond this 
mortal life; but the author has followed 
the plan of other authors of Utopias, of 
imagining a world and people, in describ- 
ing whom he sets forth his own notions of 
a more perfect state and condition than he 
finds on earth to-day. More, Bellamy, 
&nd others hav been his forerunners in the 
same highways and byways of an ideal 
human social state wherein the evils of the 
present conditions should be avoided and 
the best good and happiness of all should 
be secured. Such writings are valuable, 
as serving to assist toiling humanity to 
seek to realize the better ideals of the hu- 
man mind in this present life and world. 
Readers will find the book very interest- 
ing.—Progressiv Thinker. 


A Tang or a Hato. By Morgan A. Rob- 
ertson. Paper, 50 cents. The Truth 
Seeker Company, New York. 

This story is told in rhyming verse and 
pictorials by A. Oarey K. Jurist who evi- 
dently must hav been on very familiar 
terms with St. Peter and other higher 
realm celebrities, 

RELIGION AND TEE BIBLE. By F. D. Oum- 
mings. Paper, 50 cents. The Truth 
Seeker Company, New York. 
This book is a conservativ inquiry into 

the relation of the Bible to religion. It is 
more modern in tone than customary in 
similar works, if anything leading to & 
broader conception and higher reverence 
for the gospel. — Omaha Bee. 

[The **broader conception ” is all right, 
but if we had supposed that the reading of 
the book would lead to ‘‘a higher rever- 
ence” for the Bible we do not think we 
should hav published it, We do not be- 
lieve that reverence for a particular book 
is a sign of mental health, especially rev- 
erence for as faulty a work as the Bible. 
We want people to get a solid grasp on the 
facts in connection with the origin, history, 
and teachings of the Bible, and we opine 
that Mr. Cummings's little book will help 
giv them that grasp. —Ep. T. S.J] 


By F, D. Cum- 


Tars Trora Sruxer ANNvAG, published 
by the Truth Seeker Publishing Oompany, 
New York city, for 1895 has been received. 
This is the ninth of the series, and fully 
maintains the high standard of excellence 
which characterized the preceding num- 
bers. In addition to tne usual calendar, 
the 127 large pages present the following 
interesting articles: ‘‘ Freethought in the 
United States," a carefully prepared re- 
view of the progress made in the past four 

ears, by the Editor; ‘‘The Old and the 
New," acontribution by Col. R. G. Inger- 
soll, which everybody will want to read; 
** What the Church Has Not Done for 
Woman,” by Matilda Joslyn Gage. We 
especially refer this article to the consid- 
eration of the ladies of the Women’s Ohris- 
tian Temperance Union, who are begin- 
ning to yearn for those rights which were 
the theme of Mrs, Gage and her few asso- 
ciates half a century ago, when every 
orthodox church was closed against them 
and the pulpits of the land echoed with 
the bitterest denunciations of these brave 
and talented women. **Progress of 
Science,” by Jas. B. Alexander is another 
able paper. ‘* What Are Women Here 
For?” by Helen H. Gardener, every 
woman ought to read. Helen Gardener is 
one of the foremost lady writers of this 
country, and this lecture on woman's 
rights condenses in a few pages enough 
arguments to knock a man off his pins in 
five minutes, if he attempts the role of a 
St. Paul with the aspiring women of to- 
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day. John Peck furnishes a well written 
article entitled, “A Queer God and his 
Queer Book.” “What We Stand For” 
is a digest of a lecture delivered by Henry 
Rowley before the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association. Those who want to know 
what a Freethinker seeks to accomplish 
should read this. Then we hav ‘‘Free- 
thought in the Church and in the Higher 
Literature” by A. H. Hamilton; ''Ed- 
ucation for Children," by that popular 
author, Susan H.  Wixon; ''Secular 
Sunday.schools," by Katie Kehm Smith; 
and an amusing story, by that incom- 
parable wit, George E. Macdonald, en- 
titled, **The One-Horned Ox." This 
is not the entire contents, but enough 
to show the scope of the ANNUAL, which is 
neatly bound in a handsome cover. Price, 
25 cents, — Denison (Tex.) Gazetteer. 

A TALE OF A HALO 
Will afford meny hearty laughs to every 
reader. Itis a poem by Morgan A. Robert- 
son, illustrated by A. Cary K. Jurist, and 
relates the incidents attending a visit of 
Beelzebub to heaven, sent there by Satan 
to ‘‘ make things lively " for a time, Many 
of the ideas are very amusing, and are 
told with considerable poetical ability. 
The book is one of the latest additions to 
the Truth Seeker Library, and is printed 
on fine heavy paper, in square 16mo, 70 
pages, 50 cents.—Secular Thought. 


Books New or Old Recently Mentioned. 

The Evolution of Woman. An Inquiry 
into the Dogma of her Inferiority to Man. 
By Eliza Burt Gamble, Cloth, 12mo, 356 


pp. Price, $1.50. 
The Nature of the State. By Paul Ca- 


rus. Paper, 54 pp. Price, 15 cents, 
poa Double Consciousness. By Alfred 
inet. 


Paper, 93 pp. Price, 15 cents. 
Glimpses of Unfamiliar J apan. By Laf- 
cadio Hearn. Cloth, 2 vols., 8vo., 699 pp. 
Price, $4. 

An Introduction to the Philoshphy of 
Herbert Spencer. By William Henry 
Hudson. Oloth, 234 pp. Price, $1.25. 

History of Bohemia. By Robert H. 
Vickers. Cloth, 8vo., 763 pp. Price, $3.50. 

A Short History of the Bible. By Bron- 
son C. Keeler. 126 pp. Paper, 50 cents; 
flexible cloth, 75 cents. ie" 

Animals’ Rights, Considered in Relation 
to Social Progress. By Henry S. Salt 
Also an Essay on Vivisection in America. 
By Albert Leffingwell, M.D. Cloth, 
12mo., 176 pp. Price, 75 cents. : 

For any of these books, address this 
office. ; 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel Ixazzsoni's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Ineursoxt, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, 


‘Right Living, 


A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. $ 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. Y. The God and Man of the Bible, IL. God and tha Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 
tradictory? LV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy aad Expeoctanoy? V. Jesus 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate cesurreci‘on? VIL. 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Co ning of Christ? VII The Christ Spirit Out- 
side the Bible. IX What Is the gible? X. How Man Advances. XI. Why Do Men Cling to the 
Bible? XII, Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a God? . XIV. Reward and 

unishment, XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. Li h ; 
ight. 
k 


A Book that s d bein the hands of all who seek the 
pki jat show ld be in i $1. The fuus Seeker, New York. 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Ethies as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 

Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, | 

Selfishness, the Menace of Socie-Fidality, the Giver of Strength 
A and Honor, 

Gratitude, & Fragrant Flower Value of Wealth, 2a d 

t Lif Avarice, Not a Means to Life's 


est End, g 
Good Nature, one of Life's Best 


What is Morality? 

What is Ignorance ? 

Knowledge the Great Treasure, 

Concerning Education, 
onduct; or Right Doing ot Life, 

Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? 
rudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, 


hat Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, : Blossoms,  . 
Fortit ude a Noble Possession,  Self-Respect Reasoa and Free Inquiry 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce, ' À Free Press, . 
ous? RS Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, 
Cultivation of Individuality, . The Angel of Forgiveness, Rights of Children, 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty. Human Rights: or the Equality 


eness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man. an. 
Industry, the Staff o1 Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of 3uc- Moral Cleanliness 


alae ofa Trade, . cess . Politenes;. The Gentleman, 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 
Games of Ohance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 
Truth and Falsehood, ighway, Best Society,  . 
What isan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 

of a Promise. ower of Wil, Wisdo n. 

Fraud a Crime, ourage, a Nécessity to Right 
The Poison of Slander, Living. 


" Right Living " is well bound in cloth and printed on good-paPer. 


. PRICE, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 


an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 
ere & Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. ` 
e Could Not Be Wise, for | 

His Processes Are Egre iously Slow, 

They Are Egregious astefnl, 

They Often Serve No Use, 7 

They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IY. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Ilegitimaw. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VIL The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


I. The Desi 
II. If There 
MI. If There Were One 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PDAs 


Price 15 cents ^ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


The’ Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
C^VTAINING. 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
‘cr:ptures. Includin Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 J fayette Place, New York City. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted. with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. ; 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 


-at-h t here he went. 
Bin x RDS ELE "VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 


glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1, 


3o 
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JN ot for Darsons. 


Wiis: ‘‘ Deacon Sniflles says he votes 
as he prays.” Wallace: *'* Very likely: 
they say he prays three times day, and 
I’ve heard it intimated that he votes fully 
as often.”—Life., . 


Sse: ‘‘Why didn't you come to our 
church bazar?" He: ‘* Well, I'm strictly 
business. I buy in the lowest market.” 
She: ‘‘What, you never carry religion 
into your business!” He: ‘‘ No. I always 
giv change.”—Life. 


Morne: ‘‘ What's the matter, Sammy?" 
Sammy: ‘‘ Why pop’s in the next room 
praying for rain, and to-morrow’s our 
Sunday-school picnic.” Mother: ‘‘ Oh, 
well, stop crying; it won't make any dif— 
that is—oh, shut up, and go out and 
play.” 


** Hun," exclaimed the first little girl, 
after she heard the story of the fall of 
man, **the serpent couldn't tempt me with 
an apple. Idon'tlike apples.” ‘‘ But,” 
argued the second girl, ‘‘s’pose some- 
body'd told you not to eat apples?"—Jn- 
quirer. 


AN exchange tells it this way: ''The 
priest saves the man who helps support 
him, and damns the man who does not. 
The doctrin of the church is, ‘God will 
damn the man who does not pay the 
priest.’ The editor of that sheet is evi 
denly beyond the saving grace of the holy 
ghost. — Freethinker. 


Inventor: ''I've hit à money-making 
thing at last. The preachers will go crazy 
over it, and it will sell like hot cakes. It’s 
a church contribution box." Friend: 
** What good is that?" Inventor: ‘‘It’sa 
triumph. The coins fall through slots of 
different sizes, and all dollars, halves, 
quarters, and dimes on velvet; but the 
nickles and pennies drop on a Chinese 
gong."—JN. Y. Weekly. 


Herz is a curious advertisment, copied 
by the Sporting Magazine from an En- 
glish country paper: ‘‘ Wanted—For a 
sober family, a man of light weight, who 
fears the Lord, and can drive a pair of 
horses. He must occasionally wait at ta- 
ble, join in household prayer, look after 
the horses, and read a chapter in the Bi- 
ble. He must, God willing, rise at 7 in the 
morning, and obey his master and mistress 
in all lawful commands; if he can dress 
hair, sing psalms and play at cribbage, the 
more agreeable. N.B.—He must not be 
familiar with the maid-servants, lest the 
flesh should rebel against the spirit, and 
he should be induced to walk in the 
thorny paths of the wicked. Wages, fifteen 
guineas a year.” 


Nearty all the principal characters in 
the Old Testament hav been accredited 
with coats-of-arms. These are, as a rule, 
highly appropriate, except in the case of 
Joseph’s heraldic coat, which was merely 
black, tinctured with white—‘‘ chequy 
sable and argent"— whereas something 
after the pattern of Adam’s second coat 
would surely hav been more in keeping 
with the youthful. Jogeph’s favorit attire. 
Gideon bore arms, sable, a fleece argent, 
ac hief azure gutte d’eau; David, a harp 
or in a field argent; and Samson, gules, 
s lion couchant or, within an orle argent, 
semee of bees sable. Armorial ensigns 


are supposed to hay received divine sanc- 
tion, for God, when prescribing unto Mo- 
ses the form of conducting the Israelites in 
their journey through the wilderness, ex- 


cures Cuts, Burns 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


A good thing is always imitated; poor 
ones never. Thereare many worthless 
imitations of POND’S EXTRACT. If 
you wcnt to be CURED 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 


pressly commanded the use of armorial 
signs, saying, ''The children of Israel 
shall piteh their tents every man by his 
own camp, and every msn by his own 
standard.”— Cornhill Magazine. 


Tue hands of the clock pointed to 3:45, 
and school would not be dismissed until 4. 
So the school-ma’am, who was a strict 
moralist, thought she would giv the young 
ideas a short lecture on goodness and mo- 
rality. After explaining to the little folks 
the various grades of punishment for in- 
fractions on the law, she resolved to ask & 
few questions to ascertain if her words 
had been comprehended. 

** Now children,” she said, ‘‘ I’ve told 
you what becomes of bad men, and how 
good men get bad by loitering about sa- 
loons and associating with bad men. Now 
let me see how many of you hav profited 
by my talk. I wish some of you to tell 
me where your papas go. 

Nobody answered. It was plain the 
schoolma’m was in too deep water for the 
youngsters. She seemed to think so, too, 
so she said: 

**T'Il make that a little easier. Tell me 
where your papas don’t want to go to.” 
(Expecting such answers as prison, peni- 
tentiary, and jail.) There was a painful 
wait, but finally a little fellow in one of 
the rear seats slowly raised his hand. 
** Ah, there's one boy that can answer that 
question, Tellus, Tommy, where your 
papa doesn't want to go." 

“To church,” replied Tommy. ''He 
says so every Sunday morning." Where- 
upon school was dismissed. — 7 ruth. 


FRE 


18t50 


FREE HEAT! 


The Lamp that Lights your Room 
will HEAT it if you use a ẹ 


FALLS HEATER. 


| Takes the placeof stoves in medium-sized 

rooms, In successful use in New England 

8 years, Highest awards, Best of refer- 

ences, Sample Hester $1. Agents wanted, 

BOSTON ENTERPRISE MFG. CO. 
17 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 


$ DO YOU WANT IT 20 


Salesmen Wanted in every county. salary or com- 
mission. No experience New "rant Bul gives 
dnos Profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted. anufactnurers 
P. 9. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. , 


"9 *99- 


A drca is Book- on Nero MM 

iseases to any address by the 

REV. E. KONIG, 
—FORT WAYNE, IND.— 


A NEW EDIIION 


TELE DIEGESIS 


BEIAG 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Early History of Christianity. 
Ncver Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D- 
PRICE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
98 Lafavette nlace. New York. 


THE COLUMBIA 


It. 


A Desk Calendar is a necessity — 
most convenient kind of storehouse 
for memoranda. The Columbia Desk 
Calendar is brightest and handsomest 
of all— full of dainty silhouettes 
and pen sketches and entertaining 
thoughts on outdoor exercise and 
sport. Occasionally reminds you of 
the superb quality of Columbia Bi- 
cycles and of your need of one. 
You won't object to that, of course. 
The Calendar will be mailed for five 
2-cent stamps. 

Address Calendar Department, 


POPE MFG. CO., 


Mention this paper. - Hartford, Conn, 


Nustrali 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— $3. 


: Price. 
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Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- d 
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the light of modern thought. F.D. 

Cummings...... eee epe 50 
ATale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertso: 

. Illustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 

.G. Reed....0.-sccccccecseceseneseerses 15 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible, and Liquor Busi- 

ness. the Christ Principle, etc. W. L 

Willis .....ccccsseccccaccecsccccccascnceas 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | . 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. , 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters. in refutation of the 
sumption that the Bible is a divine book o 
as rj 
ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
iblical story of man's “ creation,’ 

ofthe biblica) steno denominated “ the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. Spr 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, inyolving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 


i thi mption that he was a divine 
tion of the bat he was the fulfilment of Old 


e - 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and afirmative standpoint, showing 


Researches in Oriental ‘History 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Derel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Editton. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
PartIIL—Derivation of Christianity; twenty 


chapters. 
Part Tree Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, 31-50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


f At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatestargumentever made in 8 case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
seoution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
vounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 
A4dveo- THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science. Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

AN in-a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., #1. . 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 


appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
.urrounde 


TA far as We 
eliving world." It will 


price only 75 cents, post-paid. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Q8 Lafavatto place. Naw York 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


CoxTENTS—The Fagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. t riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's'" Evidences of 
Christianity” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul, Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Yesrs. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price, Cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


PA CRAND DISCOVERY ! 


WANTED-A^ live man or woman in every 


oods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth that of silver 
time; agenta avernge from $50 to $100 
meet with ready sales everywhere, 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. 


lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 


Free. Adéres Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 
7 
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a 


B " Varicose 
cele, Wentaland Physical Debility 
and who are desirous of being cured, à 
booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed in a plain envelove, 
giving causes and symptoms of the cuu: 
EN gw 3 plaints, and & description of the Doctor's 
; ae mportant medical discovery—an Outs 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem. 
| edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 


N », all prices. Vie Ws n 
IG EXHIBITION 
c IBITIO 31 


"e A profitable n4 fora man with a small ca; hate j what it is not and what itis. Price, 5 cents. 
LLISTER, ix Opticians, 49 Nassau Ste NeVe 


THE TRUTHSEEKER, ces Address, pp, R., P. FELLOWS, 
Address. Lafayette place, New York. , Bay where you saw this adver, ~ Vineland, Ne Je 


Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 Catalogue 
McA 


WHICH DO NOT CURE. 
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Gems of Phought. 


GREATNESS onee and forever has done 
with opinion.— Walt Whitman. . 


Waat has ecclesiasticism to do with 
moral laws? It puts them all aside and 
puts its own creed and catechism in their 
place.—J, A. Froude. 


. Somm men work directly in freedom’s 
interest. Other men work for freedom by 
opposing it. The ebb and flow adjusts all 
values.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Heroism works in contradiction to the 
voice of mankind, and in contradiction, 
for a time, to the voice of the great and 
good.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


Any human being, however humble or 
liable to error, may render an essential 
service to society by making, through a 
whole lifetime, a steady, uncompromising, 
dispassionate declaration of his convictions 
as they are matured. — Harriet Martineau. 


Taxes your statute books, and you will 
find ten, yea, twenty, laws to coerce the 
people, to strip them, to impoverish them; 
where you wil! find one to protect or help 
them. And the people like it. They 
smack their lips, shut their eyes, and say, 
‘That’s good! Qiy me some more!” —Jg- 
natius Donnelly. 


IT has often and confidently been as- 
serted that man’s origin can never be 
known; but ignorance more frequently 
begets confidence than does knowledge; it 
is those who know little, and not those 
who know much, who so positivly assert 
that this or that problem will never be 
solved by science.—Charles Darwin. 


Just as bodily development and struct- 
ure aud fuuction, furnish subject-matter 
for biologioal science, though the events 
set forth by the biographer go beyond its 
range; so social growth, and the rise of 
structures and functions accompanying it, 
furnish subject-matter for a Science of 
Society, though the facts with which his- 
torians fill their pages mostly yield no 
material for science.— Herbert Spencer. 


Tum man who, on account of another’s 


religious views, opposes him in politics, is | 


strangely out of touch with the spirit and 
fum of American institutions. He isa 

igot, and, no matter by what manner of 
title he may be known, is an enemy of free 
institutions, free speech, and free govern- 
ment. Beware of such & man. Take no 
-counsel from him. Whatever, and how- 
ever exalted, may be his motivs, his lack 
of vision, his fanatical instincts, make him 
your enemy and the enemy of mankind. — 
Progressiv Age. 


Txosn who believe that science can go 
on making progress, and spreading itself 
more and more without impeding the life 
and vigor of religion, are making a great 
mistake. Physics and metaphysics are the 
natural enemies of religion, and therefore 
she is the enemy of those sciences, always 
trying to suppress them, as they are ever 
trying to undermine her. It is ridiculous 
to. talk of peace and concord between 
them; it is & bellum ad internecionem. 
Religions are children of ignorance, and 
do not long survive their mother.—Schao- 
penhauer. : 


Tum moral law is not a collection of 
petty rules, but a philosophy of the ends 
of life. The happiness of humanity is its 
end, and if too much self-sacrifice en- 
danger that, we shall come to condemn 
self-sacrifice and extol self-interest. Mo- 
rality is not ** Nature's trick” to delude us 
into altruism. Rather is supernaturalism 
** Nature's trick "—the attempt of man be- 
fore he became scientific to justify the 
morality within him. Supernatural sanc- 
tions hav not proved adequate. The driv- 
ing force in man is nothing but the love 
of righteousness, and that will be the 
eternal motiv.—Stanton Coit. . 


Ir is hard for a poet to use his inspira- 
tion in the interest of narrowness and 
timidity. When the dainty skill of Aldrich 
would sing plaintivly instead of joyfully 
of the unguarded gates of America, he 
loses his insight, and when he would hay 
America take. warning from trampled 
Rome into which Goth and Vandal 
thronged, leaving the temples of the 
Cæsars for ''the lean wolf unmolested,” 
he forgets that the Goth and Vandal made 
better use of Europe than did the Cæsars. 
-It was the survival of the fittest. So far 
as Rome decayed, it was for the upbuild- 
ing of Paris, Berlin, London. It may be 
so here. Let them come. If the Saxon 
pluck and Keltic fire, fused in Yankee grit 
and ingenuity, are not equal to the situa- 
tion and cannot utilize the splendid raw 
material offered us, the fate of the Cæsars 
is our merit. We shall go down, that bet. 
ter forces may take our place, — Unity. 
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PAST ISSUES OF THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS' ALMANAC. 


Twenty-five 


18844—CONTENTS. 

Calendar for 1884; The Old Free Enquirers’ As- 
sociation of New York, and the Duty of Support- 
ing the Liberal Press, by Peter Eckler; Ten Years 
of Freethought, by G. E. M.; New York State 
Freethinkers! Association, by H. L Green; The 
National Liberal League, by T. O. Leland; The 
Progress of Liberal Thought in Canada, by Chas. 
Stevens;-Paine Memorial, by Josiah P. Mendum; 
Foreign Freethought Societies; Meditations -of 
a Hindoo Prince and Skeptic; The Ideal World, by 
vamuel P. Putnam; What is True Religion? by 
C. Watts; Industria] Edneation, by . S. Bell; 
Sword and Pen, by G. E. Macdonald; This World, 
by George Ohainey; Agnosticism and Immortal- 
ity, by E. M. Macdonald; 1883 in England: Its 
Struggles and Its Work; "Liberal Gharities; No- 
ted Freethinkers and Reformers; The population 
of our Sates and Territories; The Jewish Jeho- 
vah; That Old Serpent which is Satan and the 
Deyil; Some Ancient and Modern Schools of 
Philosophy; The Sacred Books of Historv; Jef- 
ferson's Religion; Useful Measures; As to Time; 
Big Jack Small, 

With Eighteen Fut page Illustrations, 


1885—CONTENTS: 

Oalendar for 1885; Freethought in the United 
States, 1884: The National Liberal League: The 
D. M. Bennett Memorial; Inspiration, by Col. R. 
G. Inger‘oll; Materialism, alias Atheism, by the 
Hon. Elizur Wright; Liberalism: What to Do 
and How to Do It, by Charles Watts; A Dream of 
Earth and Man, by Courtlandt Palmer; An Eng- 
lish General Election Fifty Years Ago, by Thomas 
Mead; The Demands of Liberalism, by W. 8. 
Bush. Esq.; The New Apostolic Succession, by T. 
B. Wakeman. Esq.: Universal Mental Liberty. 
Tae Freethinkers’ Oreed, by Horace Seaver; The 
Relation of Childhood to Freethought, by Susan 
H, Wixon; The New Civilization, bv Stephen 
Pearl Andrews; The Moral Sphere of Liberalism, 
by Samuel P. Putnam; Are We All Infants? by 
George Macdonald; Maytime in Midwinter, by 
A. O. Swinburne (Selected); Soul Hunger, br 
Elliot Preston; Liberalis , by Dr. J, L. York; 
Difficulty and Its Remedy, by C B. Reynolds; 
aoe Story in England, by Charles Brad- 
aug 


Witn Thirty-s:ven Portraits of Prominent Amer- 
_tcan Freethinkers, and Numerous Illustrations. 


1885—CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Ohurch; The 
Religion of Grime; Ohaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courti*ndt Palmer; 
my Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of our Foreign-born 
Population; The Curate of Ohurnside (Selected 
Story), by James Payne; ‘How Voltaire Died, by 
the Editor; Tne Iron Virgin; Religions Divisions 
of the World; Paine Memorial Hall (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; migration to the U. 8. 1820- 


Cents Each. 


1884; Freethought in Australia: Freethought on 
the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; Religious Denominations; 
Ares &n3 Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal! Lecturers. 
With Thirty Portratts of Distinguished Euro- 
pean Freethinkers, Scientists, and Philoso- 
phers, and, Numerous other Iuustrations. 


1887 OUT OF PRINT. 


1888—CONTENTS: 

Calendar for 1838; Fr-ethought in the U. S. 
1887; Bible Studies (Illustrated), George E. 
Macdonsld—Moses, Adam. The Forbidden Fruit, 
A Voice Walketh, Git! Agriculture, The Decease 
of Adam, Adam's Sons. Cain Abscondeth; The 
Heart of Man Groweth Wicked, The Flood Epi- 
sode, Man and Beast; Deism and Atheism, by 
Robert C. Adams; Life in a Trappist Monastery, 
E. J. Bowtell; On Religion, Extract from Shelley; 
The American Secular Union, by Samuel P. Put- 
nam; International Freethought Congress; Sun- 
day Amusements, by F. M. Holland; The Blas- 
phemy Case; How the Layman is Deceived, by 
E. M. Macdonald; A Horrible Man, by L. ¥. 
Washburn; The Hindoo Theologian (Poem); The 
Protest (Poem); When Did Jehoshaphat Die? by 
J n. Remsburg; Subjects of Illustration; Por- 
raits. 

Witn Twenty-four Poriraits af Distinguished 
American Freethinkers, Scientists, and Philos- 
ophers, and, Numerous Other dustrations. 


1889—CONTENTS: | : 

Calendar for 1889; Freethought in the United 
States for 1889; Liberalism: A Symposium —Col. 
R, G. Ingersoll. James Parton, Helen H. Gar- 
dener, S, P. Putnam, Charles Watts, E. A. Stevens, 
Seo. A. S. U., Parker Pilsbury. Robert C. Adams, 
J. D. Shaw. t. M. Holland, E. B. Foote, Jra M D., 
Lucy N. Colman, J. H: Bornham, L. Wash- 
burn, Ella Gibson. Susan H. Wixon, John Peck, 
W S. Bell. E. O. Walker, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Dr. 
Juliet H. Severence, Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Col. J. . R. 
Kelso, G. H, Dawes; The Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism; Ingersoll and Shakspere. 


With Iustrations. 
1890—OUT OF PRINT. 


18931—CONTENTS: 

Calendar for 1891; Freethought in the United 
States, 1890; Story of the Year Abroad; Some 
Alaskan Myths. by Ide O. Craddock, Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the A S. U. (Illustrated); Anent 
Spooks: Where are They? by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; Where the Roman Catholics Got a Litany; 
Side Lights on South Sea Missions, by Ada 
Campbell (ilustrated); Disadvantages of Spec- 
ialism in the Advocacy of Reform, by A. B. Brad- 
ford; Shoutin’ Joe, by Watson Heston (Illus- 
trated); Gaining Ground in England. 

With Ittustrations, 


There were no issues for 1892, 1898, and 1894, _ 


Any Annual in Print Sent to Any Address for 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 
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PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, besu- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 


GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof, 
silverine case, $19. In 8 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 


to $200. 
LADIES’ SIZE. 
Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 


|ease, warranted 20 years, $30. In 


fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 
Regular Grade American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, ete. 

PRICES. 


7 jeweled 802. screw open face silverine case, $4,75 
7 "  Boz. s M silver "o 975 
7 “ year " e gold-fülled " 1000 
[4 s cry [1] LII u Li 18 00 
7 s 15 [LI hunting LI LII 14 00 
7 (L FT be oe at LII 17 00 
7 *" 9) “ hunt., Louis xiv. gold-filled 20 00 
7 '" kt. solid gold open face case 00 
7 " — Mkt. % hunting  " 
11 "  $&1more; 15 Jeweled, $2.50 more. 
15 " adj, $4 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $6 more. 
Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 


Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, etc. 


ia F HICES: " 
7 jeweled in 20 year, plain or engrave 

Qe * julleng'd and scalloped. 
20 « Mb solidgold, =- - 


7 i 20 " beavy, 30 
3 * $1 more. 
15 " , 4 more. 
15 “  adj.6more. 
In fine plush cases per express prepatd. 
CHAINS. 


Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4,and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 


The Freethought Badge and Charms. 
Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; l4kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full eut diamond, $12. - 
Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 
AROUGHT Small Size Badge.— 
10kt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
j With genuine chip dia- 
y mond, 36. Withfull eut 


7, 


. Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15. 
The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 

Repvorp Prioz-tist.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $8; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
I can save you money in anything in 
my line. 

Orders filled same day received. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, etc. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler, 


Rochelle, Illinois. 
Established 1857. 
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JY ews of the Ukok. 


By the burning of a laundry in London 
eight persons lost their lives. 


Tue New York Central and Hudson 
River Railroad has abolished all stop-over 
privileges on its tickets. 


. Tue Gerry society in this city recently 
imprisoned a mother for ** abducting " her 
daughter, a girl in her teens. 


Josera BARONDESS was re-elected presi- 
dent of the Cloakmakers’ Union, although 
vigorously opposed by the Socialists. 


TuEkRE were earthquake shocks in the 
City of Mexico and in Rome on December 
81st. In South Hungary also recently. 


AT the fire in the Delevan House at Al- 
bany fifteen lives were lost, nearly all of 
those burned being employees of the hotel. 


Tur Susquehanna river is to be utilized 
to generate electricity for the cities of 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Wilmington. 


TWENTY-SEVEN Anarchists who were im- 
prisoned at Barcelona during the anti- 
dynamite campaign hav lately been re- 
leased, 


Tur priests who hav been fighting 
Bishop Bonacum of the Lincoln, Nebraska, 
diocese, havat last surrendered and moved 
into other dioceses. 


Tum report from the county elections in 
Georgia last week is that heavy Demo- 
cratic gains and corresponding Populist 
losses are apparent. 


Ir is reported that the Anneke JanS 
heirs are about to make one more attempt 
to secure the property now held by the 
Trinity Church Corporation. 


Owr1ne largely, it is said, to the new law 
forbidding the employment of aliens in 
city or state work, the streets of New York 
are in the worst possible condition. 


Great BnrrAIN assures the United States 
that she claims no right of sovereignty 
over the Mosquito territory, but acknowl- 
edges the sovereignty of Nicaragua. 


Tax Philadelphia grand jury indicted 
Charles W. Mowbray, the Revolutionar 
Communist, whose arrest for a speec 
made in that city waschronicled last week. 


Ix this eity, in one block bounded by 
Avenues B and C, Second and Third streets, 
there are 38,532 people, and in seven 
squares in the tenement district there is a 
total of 22,970. 


Senator Hinr visited President Cleve- 
land at the White House on January 3d 
and dined there, the first time he has 
called for thirteen months. It has set all 
the politicans to talking. 


Ir is reported that Tahsin Pasha, who 
commanded the military operations in the 
Sassoun district of Armenian Turkey, 
where the outrages were committed, has 
been assassinated by an Armenian who 
afterward committed suicide, 


Tur Judicial Committee of the British 
Privy Council reverses the decision of the 
Canadian Supreme Court in the Manitoba 
school case, and givs the Dominion gov- 
ernment power to grant relief to the Cath- 
olies in the matter of separate schools. 


Tun New York Civil Service Commission 
has, after investigation, decided-to strike 
the names of ten policemen from the eli. 
gible list because they procured their places 
by fraud, and the report of the investiga. 
tion was forwarded to the Police Board. 


Ovr exports of manufactured goods fo: 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1893, 
amounted to $158,023,118, and for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, to $183,- 
910,547. There might fairly be added tc 
the government's list such products at 
wheat flour ($75,000,000) refined oils 
($42,000,000), etc. 


Te inhabitants of this country one o1 
both of whose parents were born in foreign 
lands equal 33 per cent of the total popu. 
lation, But they are distributed very un. 
evenly. For instance, North Carolina 
has only seven-tenths of one per cent, 
while North Dakota has 77.98 per cent. 
The percentage does not reach 8 per cent 
in Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Mississippi, or Alabama. Minnesota has 
78.42 per cent. The South is emphatically 
the ‘‘nativ American” stronghold, and, 
by a curious coincidence, Freethought is 
weaker there than in any other part of the 
country. 


Tue destitution in Newfoundland has 
tended to produce riotous demonstrations 
in St. John’s and other places, On De- 
cember 31st two hundred mariners from 
the warship Tourmaline paraded the streets 
of St. John’s in heavy marching order 
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YAHWEH REBUKETH 


SATAN. 
Is-not this a brand plucked out of the fire ?—Zech. iii, 2, 3. 


To the Senate and Assembly of the Legislature of the State of New Yori: 


We citizens of the State of New York, respectfully request you to repeal the Sunday law of this State. 
We ask this because, 


First, Sunday being a period of time of precisely the same nature as Saturday or Monday, there is no 
natural reason for its being elevated above or depressed below the other days of the week. 


Second, Said Sunday law is, in the best possible view of it, useless; it is wholly inoperative as a 
conserver of the rights of any inhabitant of the State. 


Third, Yt is invasive of the equal rights of the citizens of the State, an impertinent meddling with their 
private affairs, and its effect is to disturb their peace and rob them of their earnings. 


Fourth, In making or amending our laws, common sense and experience should be the guides, instead of 
sentiment—religious or otherwise. Experience has demonstrated that Sunday laws are not observed by the 
people, and common sense teaches that, in the nature of things, they never will be, for it cannot be wrong to 
do on one day what it is right to do on another. The people, feeling this and knowing this, will not be gov- 
erned by the dead churchmen who made these laws, which are anachronistic and have been perpetuated by 
hypocrisy. Here we will call your attention to the words of Martin Luther, a churchman we are willing to 
put against the ecclesiastics of to-day : “ As regards the Sabbath, or Sunday, there is no necessity of keeping 
it. 
observance upon a Jewish foundation—then I order you to work on it, to dance on it, to ride on it, to feast 


If anywhere the day is made holy for the mere day’s sake—if anywhere anyone sets up its 


on it—to do anything that shall reprove this encroachment on the Christian spirit of liberty.” 


Fifth, Sunday laws are vicious, for they are used as instruments of blackmail and of cruel oppression 
by the police of the cities, as the revelations of the Lexow Committee abundantly show. They produce 
more crime than they could possibly prevent, for blackmail is more immoral than drinking. 


Sixth, All such laws are essentially religious in their intent and effect and as such they are opposed to 
the spirit of our institutions, which do not favor the union of church and state. The Sunday law of the 
State of New York is no exception to the rule, and it should be immediately repealed in the interest of relig- 
ious liberty, if for no other reason. This law is a survival from the time when there was a state church and 
the civil power enforced the Sunday law of the state church, just as it enforced that church’s blasphemy 
and heresy statutes. But where there is no state church the state has nothing to do with the enforcement 


of the domestic rules of any church or those of Christianity in its entirety. 


For these and other reasons we ask the entire repeal of the Sunday laws rather than a patching which 
shall discriminate against one business and foster another. We ask that the liquor trade be subject to the 
same rules on Sunday that it is on other days, and the same with all other kinds of business. It is not 
proper for the state to legislate in the interests of any legitimate trade as against any other legitimate trade, 
and we ask your careful attention to this admitted fact and partiéularly ask you to bear in mind the also 
admitted fact that Sunday laws are a fruitul source and an adequate means of blackmail. 


airu Gatling and field guns. ‘Lhe peapio 
believe that they hav been swindled by a 


for alleged violation of the anti-trast law 
of that state. The revocation is based on 


increased the duty on corn and wheat. 
Belgium alleges that pleuro-pneumonia 


combination of speculators who are favored 
by the government. The government is 
accused of discriminating between the two 
banks, one the poor man's and the other 
the rich man’s, in guaranteeing their 
notes. 


Governor MrroHELL, of Florida, has 
revoked the requisition he granted for the 
extradition of Henry M. Flagler of the 
Standard Oil Company, wanted in. Texas 


the fact that Mr. Flagler is not a fugitiv 
from justice from Texas. 


Tus Belgian government has closed the 
port of Antwerp against American meat 
and live stock; Spain has imposed a prac- 
ticably prohibitory duty on flour; France 
refuses to consider the bids of American 
canned goods firms for her army supplies; 
Germany and Denmark hav shut out our 
meat products, and Sweden has heavily 


prevails in the United States, but it is 
generally understood that the action 
taken against American goods by Euro- 
pean governments is partly in retaliation 
for our duty on beet sugar and partly 
for the purpose of securing a better home 
mrket for their own produce. Germany 
and Austria-Hungary huv formally pro- 
tested against our 1-10 pr cent duty on 
sugar, a8 being in violation of treaty obli- 
gations. 
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WHAT THE FANATICS MAY TRY TO DO NEXT. 
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TO OUR FRIENDS: 
Don’t you know some Freethinker who does not 
now, but who would subscribe to THE TRUTH 


SEEKER if YOU called his attention to the Paper? 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 
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For $6.50 we will send Tux Truru Sxzrkra one year ($8) and BS. P. 
Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
ssued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of tbe past four centuries. 

The object of this work is £o present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveais Freethoughi as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can heilits future triumph. **'FounR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT" embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to thé 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the add 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric chure 


ro cer A00 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPE. C IA L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR ZUNDEHZ£D YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 

AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 

THR GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED, 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated SY WATSON 
, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


For $5 we willsend Tas Trurn Szzxzr one year ($3) and *Paine's 
great Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tne Teura Sexxer one year ($3) and * The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tax Trors Sezxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
ean help but be weilinformed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tus Teora Sexser one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Tsuru Szxxer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Turn Susxer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurs Seexeg one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


mz The Freethinker s Badge-pin 7! zec sexes 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEXER one year for $5. 


FREETHOUGHT ys. SUPERSTITION. 


. The TRUTH 


SEEKER ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH S . $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) 8 
gilt bowl. 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEER HE. t engon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


a TN ING 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


3uqTbe Truth Seeker. x 


————. 


AE Deafto, Checho and Money Orders, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


Cea TERMS SS) 
SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 


"Turee months, (trial subscribers, in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 

Six me d ^ - 01 0. 1.50 one remittance, = = = = a a $7.00 

Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscripiion with three new subscribers, in 

One subscription two years, “ XE - 5.00 one remittance, .- -e e s s 8.50 

Two new subscribers, m i Tl 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, - 7 = = a 5 10,00 
remittance, - - - - . >= =- §.00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


ae Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PDR Pa 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme " of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's *Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Tae Truru Szzkzs for awhile. To this end we 


make the following offer: 
To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tue TRUTH 
Szxxzr for three months will renew his subscription. 
We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and te 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
this at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us & six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /vee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new suhscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. 

This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liheral paper. 
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The Truth Seeker Oa., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... JOT mm., year 


4nclosed find $in payment of the same. 
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NAMES. POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., any.) & STATE. 
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Editor and Manager. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subscription, in advanoe..............ee essere. 
One subscriptiou two years, in advance. xs 
Two new subsoribers...........cceceeeeeceee esses emm ene enne nn 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
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One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
[i MC"! i OO 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, arasi on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address oommuntoations and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shali be obliged to our 
readers if they will send ns the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


THE 


Truth Seeker Annual for 1895 


HAS A CONTRIBUTION BY 


HENRY ROWLEY 


(President Brooklyn Philosophical Association) 
ON 


«WHAT WE STAND FOR." 
Paine and Franklin. 

We shall print in Taz TrRors Szzxer of January 
26, 1895, an article by W. H. Burr on 
* THE SECRET THRIFT OF THOMAS PAINE.” 

This Mr. Burr regards as a very important con- 
tribution to the literature on Paine, as being some- 
thing new for the biographers to consider on the 
approaching Paine Anniversary. 


In Tue TaurH Szexer of February 2 we shall 
hav along article by Joan E. Rzwssuno on 
«BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: WAS HE A CHRIS- 

TIAN?” 

Everyone who has read Mr. Remsburg’s works 
knows the thoroughness with which he will deal 
with this subject, and also knows that when he has 
read this paper he will know more about Franklin 
than the average man does at present. 

Single copies of Tms Trora Szxxer, 7 cents. In 
quantities of five and over, 5 cents each. Now is 
the time to subscribe. 


As to Who Is Damned. 


“ Eloquent sermons were preached, the bells rang out 
the first glad old weleome, and the churches were filled 
with the honest, devoted Christian people all day yester- 
day, notwithstanding the tirade of the eloquent 1 mgersoll 
against the Bible the night before."— Buffalo Times. 


‘It was ever thus even from the days of that other 
anti-Christian sneerer, Julian, the apostate. And it will 
ïo continue when all the little Ingersollian tribe shall be 
dead and damned.”— Catholic Union and Times. 

Don’t be too sure about the damnation, Father 
Cronin; perhaps your God is not so intolerant of 
differences of opinion as you are pleased to think he 
is. Possibly he is an admirer of independent peo- 
ple; he was something of a “reformer” himself in 


his younger days, as you must admit when you re- 
call the fact that he set up in business long after 
several of the other gods did, and so must hav been 
regarded by the priests of those other gods as an 
interloper and & rebel. - He must hav possessed a 
certain amount of originality and courage to strike 
out in that way for himself. He may not hate men 
who think quite so fiercely as you imagin he does. 
As to Julian, it is true that he is dead, but he 
would hav been dead just the same if he had been 
the most devoted of Christians, while as to his 
being damned—except by a superstitious church— 
that is alla matter of guess-work with you. He 
livs in history and in fame, and it is certain that a 
large number of the “Ingersollian tribe” will share 
his earthly glory in centuries to come. There does 
not seem to be anything miraculous in the survival 
among the millions of the belief in Christianity ; 
evolution is a slow and painful process; religions 
thousands of years older than that dominant in 
this country are yet alive and vigorous; Christian- 
ity is a minority faith, and will be a minority faith 
after every present accepter of it is dead, if not 
damned. While it is true that Christianity is yet 
much more powerful than it should be, it is com- 
forting to reflect that it has lost a great deal of 
prestige and authority since the days when it 
silenced Galileo and burned Bruno. That Tux 
Troura SEEKER can be published and that Colonel 
Ingersoll can talk to the immense audiences that 
greet him is pretty good proof that Christianity has 


| failed to keep the world in the depths of ignorance 


and the shadows of fear in which it was plunged 
when Catholicism’s chief priest gave the law to the 
monarchs of Europe. 


—üp——— 


For Repeal of New York's Sunday Laws. 


The legislature of this state is now in session, 
&nd the hour is come when we must go to work in 
earnest for the repeal of the odious Sunday laws 
which hav too long disgraced the statute books of 
a great commonwealth. No doubt many of our 
New York readers hav eut the petition heading 
from Tur TaurH Szexer, and hav already procured 
long lists of names of those who do not want to be 
ruled by the church or hav their private affairs spied 
into by meddling preachers and their agents. It 
will be very easy to get hundreds of thousands of 
signatures to that petition. All who want extra 
blanks should at once notify us, and we will for- 
ward them. Do not wait for some one else in your 
neighborhood to do the work. Take right hold 
yourself. It is no task whatever to answer objec- 
tions. The petition heading is itself an unanswer- 
able argument. 

This is a fight in self-defense. The Sunday laws, 
tyrannous enough in themselvs, are but the begin- 
ning. A Revival of Puritanism is sweeping over the 
land—and Puritanism is despotism. If it succeeds 
it will suppress free speech; it will not permit us 
to discuss the Sunday question, to agitate for the 


repeal of Sunday laws. At the recent Sabbatarian 


convention in Greensburg, Pa., Rev. Dr. McAllister, 
editor of the Christian Statesman, was asked if 
Seventh-Day Adventists should be permitted to 
teach their doctrins. He answered: * No ; not if 
they are opposed to Christian laws. We must not 
permit any man on the plea of conscierce to put 
himself in antagonism to the laws of the govern. 
ment.” Subsequently he said: “ We must get our 
civil officers to hunt down the violators of Sunday 
laws where there is a suspicion.” Another speaker 
said: “To try to get Sunday laws obliterated from 
our statute books is treason.” How do you, as free 
Americans, like this? Do you want it to go any 
farther? 


` Here is what one of our New York Liberals has- 
to say about the matter now in hand: 

“I am glad to see petitions are to be sent to our legis- 
lature asking it to abolish all Sunday laws. It ought to 
hav been done years ago. Such laws should never hav 
been enaeted. Every member of the legislature should 
be furnished with the reasons why Sunday laws, unjust 
taxation laws, and many other privileges granted to re- 
ligious organizations—privileges that benefit them at the 
expense of others—should be swept away. And another 
thing is that many legislators will not vote their senti- 
ments for fear they will offend their religious constitu- 
ents and thereby lose their political support in future 
elections. Now I think that any member of the legisla- 
ture whe Votes for the continuance of Sunday laws, or 
who favors their continuance, or fails to vote when his 
name is called, should be listed by all Liberal people as 
unworthy the support of Freethinkers if he is ever again 
8 candidate for any public office.” 

The suggestion of our friend, Carlton Rice, is wor- 
thy of much more than a passing thought. At pres- 
ent the thing to be done is to giv the members of 
the legislature a chance to put themselvs on record 
on this issue. To this end we shall provide them 
with anti-Sabbatarian literature and roll in upon 
them the petitions that come to Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
office. All that we can do we will do to help on 
the repeal movement, and the more generously 
Freethinkers hold up our hands the more we can 
accomplish. Since our last acknowledgment we 
hav received fifty cents from H. Merrick, one dollar 
from Stephen Brewer, and ten dollars from Dr. E. 
B. Foote, Jr. These sums, added to those previ- 
ously received, will send a good many pamphlets to 
the legislators and to the newspapers, but not a 
tithe that should be put into missionary service. 
Then we should also be in a position to send a man 
to Albany to present our facts and arguments to 
the proper committee. To do this we must hav a 
fund out of which to-pay his expenses. The strug- 
gle is one for the rights of all the people; hence all 
are interested, and they cannot feel that it is an 
imposition to ask them to help provide the sinews 
of war, if they recognize the iniquity of the laws 
against which we are protesting and the graver 
dangers that threaten. 

Undoubtedly it would be well for all of our read- 
ers to send their petitions directly to the assembly- 
men and senators representing their own districts. 
In many cases their influence would unquestionably 
be greater if so brought to the immediate attention 
of the individual lawmaker. We shali be glad if all 
who send petitions to Albany will notify us of the 
fact, and tell us how many names they secured. 
Repeal the Sunday laws. 


Zion's Herald does not look with favor on the 
present movement for individual communion cups 
in lieu of the time-honored common cup. It. says 
that the change would emphasize the “too preva- 
lent tendency toward cleavage on personal or class 
lines”; it would destroy the idea of Christian 
brotherhood, and erect caste barriers. This is a 
quarrel within the church, but we cannot forbear 
saying that the objections of Zion’s Herald are ab- 
surd to a degree. If it is scientifically assured that 
the common cup is a possible source of contagion, 
why would there be an establishment of caste dis- 
tinctions in providing individual cups? Cannot 
one guard himself against disease without making 
an attack on the brotherhood of man? ‘Would the 
editor of the Boston paper be willing to use at the 
dinner table the dishes and knives and forks just 
used by a person suffering with an infectious dis- 
ease? And does he think that his refusal to do so 
would be a stab at the * Christian brotherhood ” of 
the human race? Is it not possible to be religious 
without being at the same time ridiculous? 


ae 


l Works. 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine's “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 
us tolower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: 


AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Eight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cenis. 

THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke’s attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

PAINE’S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo, 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. This book and Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
one year, $5. 

PAINE'S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 
containing Common Sense, Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1. 

PAINE'S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One vcl- 
ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. With Life of Paine and 
steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 


We hope all our readers will do their best to 
scatter these splendid works all over the country. 


The Perils of One-Ideaism. 


Hobby-riding is a pleasant and healthful exercise 
if not indulged in to excess, but that is a risk the 
hobby-rider always runs; he doesn’t know when to 
dismount. He sticks to the saddle so continuously 
that he and his mount become one, as it were, a sort 
of modern centaur, and he is thus led to actually 
believe that if he should attempt to get off for a mo- 
ment it would be the death of him, and it might 
also stop all the machinery of the universe. This 
was the unhappy and unsteady state of mind our 
friend, the editor of the New York People, was in 
when he penned this remarkable paragraph : 

*'"'HzE Trura SEEKER has long been tangled in the 
Consequences of confounding cause and effect. It sees 
wrong on earth, and it sees priestcraft. Whereupon it 
concludes that priestcraft is the cause of the existing 
wrong, instead of, as is really the case, priestcraft being 
a result of wrongful conditions. If Tug Trura SEEKER 
proceeded upon facts, it would know that priestcraft, 
together with all that thereby hangs, is but a reflex of 
economic conditions, and, consequently, that, in order 
to abolish priestcraft, the thing to do is to endeavor to 
alter wrongful economic conditions, instead of tugging 
at the clergy.” 

Tue Trora Sezxer has never said or thought 
that priestcraft is the cause of “ the existing wrong ^ 
on earth. It has merely maintained that it is the 
cause of & great part of it. Neither does it believe 
that wrongful economic conditions are the causes of 
priestcraft. No doubt those conditions contribute to 
the perpetuation of priestcraft, but he who asserts 
that they are the sole source thereof does not under- 
stand the relation that man’s fear of the Unknown 
bears to the institutional church. It is not poverty 
that makes men the slaves of the priest. The late 
Alexander of Russia was as abject a devotee as the 
most destitute moujik in the empire. The mere 
possession of wealth is not & guarantee of intelli- 
gence, nor do,the miseries of the poor suffice 
to wean them from the delusion that they are 
in the care of a good and merciful providence. 
. Education and evolution are the emancipators, and 
in so far as the improvement of economic condi- 
tions helps to truly educate the people, to that ex- 
tent it is true that industrial reform will weaken 
the power of the priesthood. But it is equally true 
that so long as men believe that this world is only 
a preparatory school for an eternal life in another 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought | world, and that in that other world they will be 


compensated for the sufferings they endure in this, 
there is precious little chance to get any rational 
reform work out of them in the here and now. If 
the People would stop theorizing long enough to 
acquaint itself with some of the facts of American 
life it would not make such a spectacle of itself so 
frequently. It should know that the stronghold of 
the minister is and has been the rural districts of 
the country, and that it is the vote of the farmers 
that he wields as a club to strike down the religious 
and social liberties of all the people. This is the 
general truth; of course there are exceptions, but 
they are exceptions. Yet the farmers are the very 
ones who, until very recently, were the most inde- 
pendent class of American citizens; they did not 
feel under any obligation to any “ boss,” financial 
or factory, and the only man whom they respected 
above his just deserts as a fellow-being was the 
“minister of God.” He alone was clothed in their 
eyes with an extra-human sanctity. No, something 
more is needed than economic independence to 
break the power of the church. The freedom of 
man will never come until men hav learned to think 
and act for themselvs, both in concerns religious 
and in concerns industrial. One people may be 
poor and yet be free, and another may be rich and 
still be the slaves of the priest. 


The Christian Advocate of Nashville remarks 
that “a merely naturalistic religion is not worth 
preserving. The ethical elements of our creed 
draw their life and power from association with the 
idea of a personal God.” If this is so, how do you 
account for the indisputable fact that in Christian 
countries the safeguards of the liberty and life of 
man were weakest when faith in that personal God 
was strongest? 


Some of the special Sunday papers of London 
hav enormous circulations. The People goes to 
300,000 ;ubseribers and purchasers; Reynolds's 
issues 360.000 copies, and Z/oyd's 110,000. There 
are nine or ten of these special Sunday papers, ac- 
cording to William Clarke, who writes about them 
in the New Hngland Magazine. We doubt if our 
Sunday worshipers would prefer these papers to 
the Sunday issues of the American dailies. 

— —J— 

Thomas S. Charity, of New Haven, O., was a sol- 
dier in the Civil conflict, and consequently he is not 
very young at the present time. While he receives 
but a small pension, he has a family dependent on 
him and can do no work, as he has heart disease. 
He is a Freethinker and delights to read the Lib- 
eral papers, but is wholly unable to subscribe for 
them. Can any of our readers help him in this direc- 
tion? He would greatly appreciate the kindness of 
those who will send him their papers, after reading, 
if they do not desire to preserve them. Or perhaps 
some prosperous comrade will settle the matter off- 
hand by making him a présent of a year's subscrip- 
tion. 


A New Zealand correspondent of the Christian 
Commonwealth, after enumerating the demands of 
the Young Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
of that country-—demands at once intolerant, med- 


-dlesome, invasiv, persecuting, and potentially dis- 


astrous—says: “These planks in the platform of 
this society show the stuff that our women are made 
of.” Yes, they do, and they foretell the gehenna 
that New Zealand will be if a party dominated by 
these women succeed in seizing the reins of power. 
And a like fate will be ours if the W. C. T. U. of 
Ameriea, with such allies a& the National Reform 
Association and the Sabbath Union, get hold of the 
government. Miss Willard's Secretary of Amuse- 
ments will then be the least of our tyrants. 


The late Constitutional Convention of this state 
does not appear to hav exactly straightened out the 
charities tangle which has for so long been a sub- 
ject of contention. According to the World, the 
county of New York pays about $2,000,000 annually 
to charitable institutions for the care of persons 
who otherwise would be a charge upon the public. 
* The new constitution forbids such payments to 


| thrown out as worthless. 
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any institution which has not complied with rules 
established by the state board of charities. But 
the state board of charities has not established any 
rules, and it is even a question whether or not 
there is any state board of charities under the new 
constitution.” And this is the best fruit of the 
great compromise with the church ! 


We hav just completed the mailing of the new 
edition of our Catalog to our readers, and to those 
who hav favored us with orders for books. In so 
large a list it is unavoidable that errors occur, and 
if any reader of Taz Trurs Sereg has not re- 
ceived a copy the omission will be cheerfully sup- 
plied upon notice to this office. If any one has 
received two copies we shall esteem it a favor if 
the extra one be handed to some friend who will be 
likely to purchase books. 


ge eno 

In this case the minister was more honest than 
the deacons or the deacons more dishonest than the 
minister, whichever way you choose to put it. We 
learn by a press dispatch that the Park Congrega- 
tional church of Springfield, Mass., had an indebt- 
edness of $23,000 which it tried to pay by declar- 
ing itself insolvent and getting back its notes at a 
low per cent of their face value. The pastor, Rev. 
William H. Dexter, opposed this as dishonest and 
resigned. However, the comparison is hardly a 
fair one between the minister and the church 
members, as it is not probable that any part of the 
debt would hav been paid by Mr. Dexter under any 
conditions of settlement, and so he was not sub- 
jected to the same temptation to scale the debt that 
his parishioners were. 


How much good does the revival do? That is a 
question that has been asked a great many thou. 
sand times. A Toronto clergyman givs us a little 
light on the subject. Moody was in that city a 
short time ago and “converted” fifteen hundred 
persons. The clergymen referred to received the 
names of fifteen of these for membership in his 
church, bat he reports that upon examining them 
he finds but two who appear to be at all genuin, 
and he is at his wits’ end to knew what to do with 
the others. Let them go, we suggest, and then 
when Mr. Mills or some other evangelist stops at 
Toronto they can easily be * converted " again and 
thus giv Chaplain McCabe or Brother Talmage 
another opportunity to boast of the “marvelous 
gains that the church is making.” 


A Kentucky official has recently tried to effect an 
extra-statutory union of church and state in that 
commonwealth. A dispatch from Louisville says 
that on January 5th a recount of the vote cast for 
several candidates in that city was taken. Com- 
plaint of the methods of counting having been 
made, Bishop Dudley of the Episcopal church ac- 
cepted an invitation to assist. The next day it de- 


veloped that the county clerk had no authority to - 


call in Bishop Dudley, and all of the five or six 
hundred ballots counted by the clergyman must be 
This may change the 
result on the vote for judge of the court of 
appeals. If it would hav the effect of ousting the 
incompetent clerk the foolish performance would 
not be without substantial value. The mental pro- 
cesses of an official who could be guilty of such a 
prostitution of his office would furnish a unique 


| psychological study for Th. Ribot or Alfred Binet. 


FA eee Re ee 
There are indications that the ministers must 


hereafter depend more on their own exertions than . 


they hav done heretofore. They will soon hav to 
pay full fare on many of the railroads. The Trunk 


Line Association will on and after March 81 with- . 


draw all privileges accorded to preachers until this 
time. The New York Central has already done 80, 
the prineipal reason for the action being that the 
ministers hav abused the privileges granted them, 
and hav loaned their half-fare permits, some going 
so far as to sell them. This profitable little specu- 
lation will no longer be one of the allurements 
beckoning the ambitious young man into the min- 
istry. Take away the special personal privileges of 
the ministers, tax the churches, abrogate the Sun- 
day laws, abolish chaplaincies, and banish religious 
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teachings from the common schools, and Christian- 
ity will hav to fight for its life in a fair field with 
no favors. This is as it should be, and this is just 
what Separation of church and state means. 


evil, and that continually. He brings to the con- 
sideration of public affairs & mind devoted to a 
system of ethics which he claims is directly from 
the hand of an infinitly wise god, and hence cannot 
be amended or improved. It is self-evident that a 
mind so dominated will not examin contemporary 
problems in the light of present-day facts and 
knowledge, and wil! not respect the rights of those 
who are unable to accept his conclusions, for he 
speaks not as an ordinary man but as an ambassador 
of God, as one who has been “ called ” to interpret A : : 
the will of the Supreme for the guidance of common n TUR oe Tapia “the zene SOY 
mortals. That this is no fanciful Infidel theory is ssociation paper of Kansas City, Kansas, maker's’ 
shown by the words of Mr. Wake's which we hav remarkable statement ina late issue. It seems that 
cited. He says distinctly that if the preacher is not the Ontholios hs f Missouri hay been trying to get a 

recognized as a ruling force or influence in politics law to prohibit the reading of the Bible m the Som 

they are given over to Satan, that is, to evil "This mon schools: They should hav no difficulty 

amounts to an assertion that the preacher is the alc the co-operation of tho Freethinkers of 
only saving moral force in society, that from the the state in this laudable undertaking. But the 

priesthood proceed all the influences that hav Eagle declares that the movement for seculariza- 

power to lift man out of and hold him above the tion “ should be vigorously fought.” Tt says that 

mire of vice and crime. This, of course, is the real the Catholics hav no more right to crowd the Bible 
thought, not so often expressed now as formerly, of out of the schools than the A. P. A’s hav to crowd 

the religious leaders. It is this thought that im- it in, and it remarks that “ the latter m spirit is con? 
pels the theocrats to strive so desperately to secure trary t E ioe principles of the American Protectiv 
the recognition of their creeds in the laws and Association.” But immediately after this saving ex- 
usages of the country. In order to force their self- pression it significantly adds : 

claimed superior morality on their fellow-citizens 
they would, if need be, deny and trample the rights 
and liberties of all who do not agree with them. 
This is why they are so anxious to make themselvs 
felt in politics, for as men and teachers they can 
instruct and help their neighbors better outside 
than in the political arena. But they—most of them 
—are far more eager to compel than to instruct.: 


children to hear such a lecture, and it is sincerely to be . 
hoped that no such lecture will take place. If it does, it 
is sincerely hoped none will attend.” 

Note the attempt to prejudice the pious against 
such parents as might permit their children to hear 
Mr. Remsburg speak. How well the writer knows 
how to invoke the odium theologicum! And what 
a free and happy nation we shall be when this man 
and his associated and affiliated “patriots” get a 
good grip on the tiller of state! 


> — ————— Á— 


oO 


We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn’t mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 


A “ Purity” committee is endeavoring to close the 
Sunday theaters of Chicago, being stimulated, 
probably, by the attempts of their fellow-fossils 
to shut up the music halls and theaters of Boston 
on that day. The resulting “ purity ” will be wholly 
of a negativ kind if the Chicago bigots accomplish 
their purpose. The young men who hav been at- 
tending the theaters Sunday nights will be started 
on the way to worse places, the youvg women will 
seek other ways of enjoying themselvs, and the 
employees of the theaters will hav to find, if they 
can, other means of adding to their scanty revenues. 
Of course many of these employees are women and 
girls. As the Progressive Thinker says, most of 
the Sunday night attendants of the theaters are 
working people who hav no time during week-day 
evenings or are too tired at the day’s end to dress 
for the purpose. But what does the coalition of 
religious intolerants and artificial morality faddists 
care for the convenience or rights of the people so 
only that it has its way and gets an opportunity to 
try some disastrous experiments? 


— 


“ Tt is our duty, however, as members of the order to 
see that there is no legislation effected in opposition to 
Biblereading; this is a question for communities to settle. 
When Bible reading in the public school is desired it 
should be permitted; where it is not desired it should not 
be forced upon them.” 


What do you mean when you say that this “is a | 
question for communities to settle’? Do you mean 
that the majority in a school district or township, if 
Protestant, may rightfully force the Bible upon the 
Freethought or Catholic minority, or that the ma- 
jority, if Freethought or Catholic, may rightfully 
shut the Bible out of the school despite the pro- 
tests of the Protestant minority? You hav com- 
mitted yourself to the principle of local option—are 
you prepared to stand by it honestly and logically 
tothe end? Are you willing that the Catholics, 
where they are in the majority, shall substitute the 
Douay for the King James version? Are you 
willing that they shall introduce nuns as teachers 
—as they certainly would hav a right to do if your 
principle is sound—and are you willing that they 
shall employ other Catholic teachers? If so, why 
did your people make such a fuss in the Gallitzin 
school case, and why has the Hagle so frequently 
and intolerantly sworn that the Catholic teachers 
must get out of the public schools? If the com- 
munities may say whether they will hav the Bible 
in their common schools, why may they not say if 
they will hav Catholic or Protestant or Freethought 
teachers, as the case may be, to the exclusion of all 
others, or that they will employ teachers regardless 
of their religious views, as you say they shall not 
do if the teachers they choose happen to be Catho- 
lics? More than this—are you willing that the 
majority shall, if so disposed, substitute the “Age 
of Reason" or Ingersoll's “Gods” for the Bible? 
You must be if you are in earnest in your Statement 
that you favor local option in this matter. But we 
tell you frankly that we do not believe that you 
saw to the end of the lane when you turned into it 
for the purpose of making a flank movement on the 
Catholics of Missouri. It seems perfectly clear to 
us that this was only an attempt to dodge the real 
question at issue, the total separation of church and 
state as regards primary education. You say that 
where itis not desired Bible reading “should not 
be forced upon” the people of the school district. 
But how are you going to avoid it if you leave the 
decision of the question to local option? Do you 
expect that the people of the district will always, or 
even frequently, be a unit either for or against Bible 
reading? Are there never to be protesting and 
outraged minorities? What is the difference, in 
principle, between the state voting sectarian in- 
struction into the common schools and the town- 
ship or district voting it into those schools? There 
is none, and hence the only remedy is the complete 
secularization of the schools, which involves the 
banishment of the Bible from the desk of every 
teacher and pupil. This will place all religions on 
a plane of equality. 


There are several kinds of “patriots " iu this land 
besides the ordinary patriot who does not need 
quotation marks or from three to seven capital let- 
ters to properly designate him and measure his love 
of country and freedom. Mr. Remsburg found 
some of the capitalized “ patriots ” in the little town 
of Benton, Pa., the other day. He was announced 
to lecture there, and it was supposed that the hall 
of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America could 
be secured for the occasion, but the Liberals soon 
learned that they did not know the “ patriots.” A 
member of the “order” wrote to a local paper, in a 
strain worthy of the witch-hunting days. Here is 
a characteristic paragraph: 

** Kind readers of the Argus and citizens of Benton, 
such a lecture will never be delivered in this or any other 
town in a hall owned or controled by the Patriotic Sons 
of America. They are true Americans, sworn to be loyal 
and true to patriotic principles, and true believers in 
God, his divine work, and acknowledge him as the creator 
and ruler of the universe. That order will never know- 
ingly permit an Infidel to step inside of its doors on any 
occasion for such & purpose.” - 

From which it appears that these very patriotic 
gentlemen do not hav sufficient faith in their God to 
permit one of his children to question the beliefs 
of others of his creatures. The scribe also says 
that he does not believe that the Infidels can get 
either of the hotel halls, for the proprietors are 
“firm believers in a supreme being" and therefore 
*will refuse admission to such a lecturer.” It 
would seem to follow that,in.the view of this 
* patriot," belief in God necessarily implies perfect 
willingness to deny liberty of utterance. The his- 
tory of the world does not, unfortunately for the 
reputation of Theism, furnish much evidence to dis- 
prove the truth of this assumption. The lover of 
his country proceeds: 

** Citizens of Benton, we cannot afford to permit Infi- 
delity to invade our little town to rail against Christian- 
ity. We hav enough to contend with already in battling 
for the cause of God and right.” 

How weak the Christianity of your “little town” 
must be if it cannot run the risk entailed by the 
lecture of a Freethinker, You assume that God is 
{on your side, that you are his earthly champions 
and defenders and he your heavenly father, and yet 
you are in mortal fear of a single Infidel. O ye of 
little faith! Once more the gallant * Christian pa- 
triot”: 


** We hay reason to believe that few, if any, of our peo- 


The fall and winter being more particularly the 
reading season, and naturally the renewing of 
subscription season, we hope that our friends will 
make a little effort to send Taz Truru Srexer some 
new subscribers. A good many of our old ones 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic and dullness in the business world, 
and we need some more to take their places and push 
on the work. Our friends hav never failed us in an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium 
offers printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 
word for us to their Liberal acquaintances. 

To those who feel like presenting Taz Taors 
Suzxer for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Trial Subscription offer opens the way ata small 
cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom Tax 
Traore Seere is first sent this way become perma- 
nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 
of mental liberty. 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance to subscribe, and sent Tau Trora SEEKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
all the Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 

. Scribe. We need them all. l 


' Rev. Richard Wake, of Topeka, says that to shut 
the preacher out of the political arena is to giv 
politics over to Satan. By “Satan” he probably 
means evil. No rational man wants to shut the 
minister as a citizen out of the field of politics, but ple would stoop so low as to go and listen to an Infidel 


ai a preacher he meddles with state affairs only to | railing against God and the Bible. I do not believe there 
mar. In the halls of legislation be is the parent of isa father or mother in our town who would wish their 


^ 
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Cause of the Gulf Stream and Similar Ocean 


Currents. ; 

These are produced by the rotation of the earth, 
by the land with its peculiar formation, and by the 
tidal wave with the trade winds. Ifthe earth werea 
true sphere and evenly covered witha layer of water 
the tides would follow the moon around the earth 
like a broad but gentle swell, and not exceed five 
feet in hight directly under the moon, and there 
would be no gulf stream or any other ocean currents. 
If there was a narrow belt of land reaching from 
pole to pole it would act on the principle of a dam 
and would stop the natural course of the tide, and 
would raise it from five to twenty-five feet at least. 
To cause a very high tide, form a bay one hundred 
miles long and fifty miles wide at the mouth and 
gradually coming toa point at the extreme end; 
locate it in the belt of land that reaches from pole 
to pole, directly under the moon. The tide would 
rise at the extreme end of the bay one hundred 
feet at least. This formation givs the tide a very 
good opportunity to enter the bay and force the 
water upward. To make this better understood I 
call your attention to the Bay of Fundy; it is this 
principle that causes the tide to rise sixty feet or 
more at the head of that bay—it is the form of the 
bay that causes the tide to rise so high. Now let 
us change ends of the bay and see what the effect 
will be, the location being the same and the mouth 
of the bay only fifty feet wide and one hundred 
miles long and fifty miles wide at the extreme end 
or head; there would be no tide at the extreme end, 
the opening being so small at the mouth and the 
demand for the water so large as it made its way 
up the bay, that it would lose its force long before 
it reached the head. But every tide would make a 
fall into the bay, and every ebb tide a fall into the 
ocean. There would be no possible chance for a 
sufficient quantity of water to get into this bay to 
make a tide at the extreme end. The gulf of Mex- 
ico is a representation in part of this formation, so 
much so that the tide is quite small on the west 
shore. To produce a mill-privilege, therefore, it 
would only be necessary to cut, at the head of your 
artificial bay, a channel to the ocean on the other 
side of the belt of land described as reaching from 
pole to pole. The ocean would then become your 
millpond. 

The course of the Gulf Stream could be changed 
by cutting across the isthmus of Panama a channel 
of sufficient size to admit the passage of the water 
forming it. The stream would then flow into the 
Pacific ocean and no longer cross the Atlantic to 
warm the shores of Europe as it now does. Ocean 
‘currents are all equalizers of water. If the water 
remained equally distributed there would be no 
ocean currents. The land with its varied formation, 
together with wind and tide, the two great forces 
which move or displace the waters of the sea, is con- 
tinually causing inequalities of water. The moon 
and sun by attraction draw the water from the poles 
to the center directly under the moon at the trop- 
ies, and it is brought by the tide waves from the 
east to the west shore, where it is held by moon, 
sun, and trade winds and forced along the shores 
north and south. The islands forming the Caribbean 
sea act on the principle of abreakwater—they change 
the course of the current and turn it into the gulf 
of Mexico, which becomes the reservoir or fountain 
head, and whence the Gulf Stream flows like a river 
from a lake. It is the equalizer of water as well as 
heat, and makes its way in the direction of the great- 
est deficiency of that element. 

The warmth of the Gulf Steam is accounted for 
by the fact that its waters are supplied from the 
tropics, being brought thither by the tide waves. 
Acting on the principle of an eddy, water is forced 
from the poles, and thus the cold. currents also are 
formed. 

This theory rests upon the assumption that 
the water is higher on the east than on the west 
side of the isthmus of Panama. If the opposit is 
the fact, then this explanation is incorrect. It must 
stand or fall when a true survey across the isthmus 
is made. The continent of America is the great 
dam in the ocean; it changes the courses of tides 
and changes tides into currents. Place the conti- 
nent of America so it will lie east and west, and it 
will change the ocean currents, destroying some 
and creating others. If there were no other land 
on the globe than America, there would be no ocean 
current except those connected with America. But 
such not being the case, Africa has her nose in the 
way, Australia and New Zealand intervene, and 
Asia is there to stop tides and make ocean currents 
up the Pacific ocean; so that when we find large 
bodies of land directly in the path of the tide wave 
we find ocean currents also. All large oceans hav 
their counter currents or eddies, the water that has 
been carried west by the tide returning as currents 


to supply the deficiency, and thus imparting the 


eddy motion. The tide, with the land and its forma- 
tion, will produce every circumstance connected 
with the ocean currents. 

Some of the trade winds are caused by the rotary 
motion of the earth. The sun, constantly warming 
the air at the surface of the earth, making it lighter 
by day while the night cools itand makes it heavier, 
the cool air follows the sun around the earth; and 
that is the cause of its keeping one direction. Tide 
on the side of the earth opposit to the moon is the 
result of reacting force. Every child who has 
swung by a suspended rope or otherwise has learned 
the operation of this law, and anyone who moves 
water in a wide vessel must pay due regard to this 
principle or he will be likely to let some of the con- 
tents slop out. 

It will not be wholly foreign to the subject now 
in hand to explain the phenomena of the earth’s 
rotation. The sun is continually expanding, by 
heat, the side of the earth turned towards it, there- 
by making that side lighter. Night meanwhile 
condenses and makes heavy the opposit side of the 
globe. This, with its motion around the sun, forces 
the planet to revolve. If it should turn back upon 
its course around the sun, its rotation would be in 
an opposit direction also. Jonn P. Wurrprx. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

[The foregoing article was copyrighted and pub- 
lished by Mr. Whipple in 1873. The report of the 
United States Coast Survey having verified his the- 
ory the treatis acquires additional interest. Speak- 
ing of the report he says: “Perhaps the most val- 
uable item is the discovery that the stream changes 
in velocity daily and monthly and that predictions 
can be made of the time of these changes. It will 
be remembered that the tides rise and fall daily, 
their motion depending chiefly upon the position 
of the moon in its revolution around the earth, and 
in the same manner the current varies in velocity 
daily. During the month another change takes 
place which follows the moon in its journey north 
and south of the equator.” The following state- 
ment is from the Chicago Zribune: “ When it was 
first proposed to open the Panama canal the scheme 
was strongly opposed on the ground that it would 
endanger millions of lives. It was asserted that 
the waters of the Pacific were more than one hun- 
dred feet higher than those of the Atlantic, and 
that if they got headway in the ditch they would 
drown the country all around on the Atlantic side. 
It now turns out, after careful survey, that the 
Atlantic is the higher of the two, and that the dif- 
ference is about six and a half feet." Mr. Whipple 
invites criticism and discussion. | 


Se COE UNME 
The Sermon on the Mount. 
vu. 

We now come to about the last part of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount that we need consider. I mean 
the so-called Golden Rule. 

Mat. vii, 12, givs it as, “All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do you even so 
to them ; for this is the law and the prophets."* 

Luke vi, 31, givs it as, *As ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to men likewise." 

For this maxim of the highest degree of morality 
we are in no way indebted to Jesus, as it was cur- 
rent allover the world centuries before he lived. 
He mentions it only on this one occasion, and if he 
believed it true, why did he not observe it himself ? 
At the marriage feast at Cana, when his mother 
made a simple remark to him to the effect that they 
had no wine, he turned on her with, * Woman, 
what hav I to do with thee? (John ii, 1 eż seg.) Is 
that the way he would hav had his mother do unto 
him? In the very next chapter following the one 
in which he uttered the Golden Rule one of his dis- 
ciples asked him to let him go and bury his father, 
and Jesus replied, * Follow me; let the dead bury 
their dead (Mat. viii, 21, 22). Is that as he would 
hav had others do to him? Surely it is doing as 
you would be done by to “forgiv your enemies.” 
But Jesus tells us at the. end of the very chapter 
that contains the Golden Rule and elsewhere (Mat. 
xxv, 41) that in the last day he will disown and cast 
out his enemies without forgivness, and that the 
king will say (Mat. xxv, 41), * Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” The divine way of doing unto 
others as ye would be done by is certainly contra- 
dictory. When men would not believe in Jesus, or 
receive his teachings, he assailed them with abusiv 
names and threats. Is that as he would hav had 
others do to him? Take what Professor Huxley 
calls the Gadarene pig affair, in which Jesus drove 
a legion of devils into a herd of swine that belonged 
to some one else, and so they rushed into the sea 
and were destroyed (Mat. viii, 28 e¢ seg.). Is that 
as he would hav been done by? No wonder the 
Gadarenes requested him to leave the country. 

Confucius, born 551 3.o., taught this maxim be- 


fore Jesus, and repeatedly called attention to it, 
thus : 

«What I do not wish men to do to me, I also 
do not wish to do to men." 

Perfect virtue is, *not to do to others as you 
would not wish done to yourself." 

Asked, “Is there one word which may serve as a 
rule of practice for all one's life?” Confucius an- 
swered, “Is not Reciprocity such a word ?” 

“What you do not want done to yourself, do not 
to others.” 

“What you do not like, when done to yourself, 
do not do to others.” 

One of the ways of the superior man is “ to set 
the example in behaving to a friend as I would re- 
quire him to behave to me.” 

Isocrates (four hundred years before the publica- 
tion of the gospels) said, “Do not to others that 
which would offend you if they should do it to you” 
(Guizot’s translation in note to Gibbon’s History of 
Christianity, p. 77). 

Diogenes Laertius relates that Aristotle (died 
after 322 3 c.), being asked how we ought to conduct 
ourselvs toward our friends, answered, * As we 
would wish they would carry themselvs toward us” 
(Pick’s « Talmud— What is it?” p. 130). 

Many others said the same thing, and the teach- 
ing is one of human experience that must go back 
far into the mists of time. 

Dr. Pick (ibid. 129) referring to Hillel’s version 
of the Golden Rule, which is negativ after the man- 
ner of Confucius, says: * We must bear in mind 
the wide interval between the merely negativ rule 
of the Jewish president and the positiv precept of 
the divine master." This objection is not valid, as 
though negativ in form, it is still a positiv command ; 
but as a matter of fact Confucius givs it in both 
forms, and others in the positiv form before Jesus. 
As a matter of fact again, in the “Teachings of the 
Twelve Apostles,” discovered some years back, 
Jesus's teaching is actually given in the negativ 
form of Confucius, thus: * Whatsoever thou wouldst. 
not hav befall thee, do not thou to another.” Many 
Christian authorities believe the “ Teachings of the 
Twelve Apostles” to be older than any of the four 
i pols If so, here is a dilemma for such as Dr. 
Pick. 


In our examination we hav found nothing to ad- 
mire in the Sermon on the Mount except a few 
teachings that Jesus has borrowed from other men ; 
and he has generally perverted even these in re- 
echoing them. In practical and religious life Chris- 
tians themselvs disclaim or ignore the teachings 
almost from start to finish. None of them believes 
in the so-called blessedness of poverty, either of 
purse or spirit; in weeping or mourning ; in hunger 
or thirst; they are not “ beatitudes " even to Chris- 
tians. Allthe essential precepts, those with regard to 
divorce and the relations of the sexes; to swearing ; 
to mutilation of the body and throwing parts of it 
away; to alms-giving, love to enemies, non-resist- 
ance to evil or violence; his ideas about idleness, 
thrift, wealth, meekness, humility—all are rejected, 
in practice, by Christians, as impractical; and the 
ages in which some attempt was made to carry them 
out were ages called “dark,” and are denounced by 
Christians as vehemently as by believers. 

It will also be seen that our analysis of the 
alleged moral teachings of Jesus has shown that 
they cannot be applied to human life without dis- 
astrous consequences. We hav seen that professing 
Christians, alleged followers of Jesus, one and all, 
put his asserted moral teaching on one side as im- 
practical, and that the principles which regulate 
so-called Christian life are contrary to them. 

There is but one explanation of all this: These 
teachings are impractical because Jesus (or who- 
ever wrote his sayings if he was a myth) believed 
that the end of the world was so near at hand 
that practical teaching about life was out of place; 
it was not needed. He borrowed this idea, as well 
as many others. Before Jesus, John the Baptist, 
under Zoroastrian influences, had called on men: 
“Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand ” 
(Mat. iii, 2). As soon as Jesus began to preach he 
copied John, “ Repent; for the king of heaven is at 
hand.” Whoever formulated this teaching did it 
under the impression that in that very generation 
Jesus would return, and the kingdom of heaven 
be established; as in Mat. xvi, 28, where Jesus is 
represented as saying: “Verily I say unto you, 
There be some standing here which shall not taste 
of death, till they see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom.” (Refer also to Mark i, 15; ix, 1; 
xiii, 30; Luke ix, 27; xxi, 32; John xxi, 21 et seg.). 
It is not necessary to show how firm the belief of 
Jesus’s followers was then that he would come again 
for the last day. Outside of the four gospels the 
New Testament is full of it. It is enough to un- 
derstand the foolish and doubtless insane delusion 
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about the coming end of the world under which 
Jesus and his followers spoke and taught. As the 
end of the world was at hand, questions of how to 
lead a proper worldly life did not concern Jesus, 
and his whole teaching is that men should disregard 
this life and spend what little time is left in getting 
ready for the end so near. Bearing these facts in 
mind, and they are notorious, it is easy to under- 
stand how it came about that the teachings of 
Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount and elsewhere, 
were so useless and impractical. They were uttered 
under one of the grossest of delusions; were for- 
mulated for a supposed very short period of time, 
and for supposed conditions that never did exist. 
As the end of the world did not come when Jesus 
predicted it, he is thus himself convicted of being 
what he called others—a false prophet. As the end 
did not come, and we know cannot come in the way 
he predicted, the system of alleged moral teachings 
which he devised to meet the circumstances falls 
to the ground, as utterly useless and unsuited to 
any age or time that ever did or ever will exist. 
And the knowledge of the false idea under which 
the teaching was uttered explains why it is itself 
false and useless. 

It is not necessary to suppose that at first Jesus 
was dishonest. He was led on to further complica- 
tions of perplexity by his self-delusions. But in 
view of the absurd pretensions that he made and 
that his followers still make for him, it is necessary 
to point out that, while at first not claiming to be 
the messiah, he did afterwards dishonestly waver, 
then secretly encourage the claim, and that after he 
had become fully committed to the entanglements 
of the situation he probably went insane or was on 
the verge of insanity. The belief in the nearness 
of the end of the world was, however, one of his 
. strongest convictions ; consequently his teachings 
hav no sort of value for us, except to be studied as 
curiosities of delusion and fanaticism. We know 
that he did not know what he was talking about 
when he spoke of these “earthly things,” and we 
hav no reason to suppose that he had any better in- 
formation about * heavenly things.” 

Cuas. B. Coover. - 


The Cause in Oregon. 

It is not because we are not making progress that 
I hav not written “The Cause in Oregon" for so 
long a time. We are making that kind of progress 
which is substantial, in that the work goes on from 
week to week with ever-increasing interest. 

Interest in our work is not confined to this state, 
as each week brings letters of inquiry for sugges- 
tions, etc., for Secular Sunday-schools, and if all to 
whom we hav sent constitution and by-laws, leaf- 
lets, etc., with suggestions “how to organize,” are 
going ahead with the work, many children are be- 
ing taken away from the Christian strongholds, 
the Christian Sunday-schools. 

The Forest Grove circuit, Mrs. A. E. Barker, 
lecturer, is not only flourishing finely, with its large 
Secular Sunday-school, its Young People’s Ethical 
Society, its Free Reading Room, of which Mrs. 
Barker is librarian, but this noble worker has ex- 
tended her circuit to include McMinnville, so that 
now she speaks in Forest Grove the first and third 
Sundays, and in McMinnville the second and last 
Sundays of each month, lecturing at neighboring 
places during the week. 

Since my resignation as lecturer of the First 
Secular church of Portland, this circuit has been in 
charge of Nettie A. Olds, who lectures twice a 
month, is leader of the choir, and superintendent of 
the Secular Sunday-school. 
` The Sunday-school is now in better condition 
that it ever was. It is the regular meetings, and 


regular lecturers, which keep up the interest and 


which will make our cause popular and influential 

for good. " . 
Last Sunday I made my first visit to the birth- 

place of the Oregon State Secular Union, Silverton, 


lecturing in the afternoon and evening. In the. 


afternoon my text was: “And if Christ be not 
risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is 
also vain” (1 Cor. xv, 14), and judging from the 
applause of the audience, it was proven to its satis- 
faction that the story of the resurrection is a most 
absurd one, viewed from the Christian standpoint, 
but a pretty figure of speech when unlocked by the 
astronomical key which reveals the origin of Easter. 
In the evening my subject was “Special Provi- 
dence.” We hava host of good friends in Silverton 
and, I might add, most of them were as discouraged 
as most of the Secularists of Oregon had become 
before the incorporation of the Union and adoption 
of its present methods; but the outlook now for 
arousing new interest in the Union, and establishing 
a Secular Sunday-school, is bright indeed, and we 
soon hope to hay another circuit with Silverton as 
the center, E 


Secularist who is at all acquainted with the history 


Forshay, the Allens, Downs, Geers, Mounts, and 
Wolfards? 
Among the younger element I was pleased to meet 
Mr. Geer, about twenty years old, exceptionally 
bright and earnest with the enthusiasm of youth, 
I feel greatly indebted to Miss Wolff, who added 
much to the evening entertainment by playing sev- 
eral fine selections on the piano. 
thorough Secularist, and she is proud of it. 
we only had more such brave young women, not 
afraid to publicly identify themselvs with what is 


were brave and outspoken as our Silverton friends, 
if there were fewer “ policy ” Liberals, Secularism 
would long ago hav ceased to be unpopular in other 
localities. 


Dr. J. W. McClure, whose keen logic and exten- | 


Only a few days ago I met one of our best friends, 


siv knowledge of history make him a power for | who, upon being told of the financial condition of | 


Secularism, presided at both meetings. The doctor 
is one of our most fearless champions and I was 
glad to meet him. L. Ames, who arranged for the 
lectures, is one of our friends who shows his “ faith 
by his works;” he is not an enthusiast, but, like M. 
Fitzgerell, is always ready when there is work 
needed for the cause. I was delighted to grasp 
the hands of so many of our-old friends. What 


of Oregon Secularism does not remember Wright 


It was inspiring to meet them all. 


Miss Wolff is a 
Oh, if 


sometimes called “our unpopular cause.” If all 


Miss Wolff will make a splendid super- 
intendent of the Secular Sunday-school, and the 
presence at the meetings of so many bright-looking 
children and young men and women, givs shining 
hopes for a large Sunday-school at Silverton. 
While here I enjoyed the hospitality of Mrs. Wol- 
fard, at the Wolfard Hotel. No one would think 
that this sweet-faced, young-looking woman is 
“grandma,” but she is, and all the children and 
grandchildren seem to havinherited her smiles. In 
this home are music and flowers and everything 
which tends to make “ paradise on earth.” 

Among those who became members of the Oregon 
State Secular Union are Edward Meyers, F. H. 
Downing, P. J. Dickerson, John Hicks, H. S. Von 
Volkenburg, Hallie Smith, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Guiss, 
C. W. Turner, Mrs. James Downs, J. H. Marsh- 
banks, W. C. and H. S. Mount, H. L. Eisenhart, 
W. R. Smith, T. D. Allen, and Pearl W. Geer. 

Woodburn is the home of our third vice-president, 
R. H. Scott, and his family, and on my return from 
Silverton I had the pleasure of enjoying the hospi- 
tality of these splendid people. Mr. Scott is one of 
our well-to-do Secularists, and stands by the cause 
with his money as well as his work; and what a 
charming family he has! The gentle wife and 
mother is idolized, and everywhere is seen that ten- 
der regard, that sweet affection one for the other, 
which makes this home a happy one and its example 
a power for good. No family in Marion county is 
held in higher esteem. After I had visited their 
comfortable home, seen their bright daughters and 
stalwart sons, I was proud indeed that the Secular- 
ists of Oregon had chosen R. H. Scott as one of the 
executiv committee of the Oregon State Secular 
Union. Prof. W. J. Wirtz, of Forest Grove, has 
been licensed by the executiv committee and will 
be put in charge of the new circuit to be organized 
in Tillamook county. Professor Wirtz is a phre- 
nologist and will be indulgent and generous towards 
his opponents, for he realizes that people cannot do 
as they wish, but as they must, and he will be able to 
scientifically demonstrate to others why this is true. 

And speaking of phrenology, let me ask your 
readers if they all know the merits of that splendid 
publication written by Edgar C. Beall entitled * The 
Brain and the Bible,” with a preface by Colonel 
Ingersoll. In my opinion this is one of the finest 
books written and ought to be in every home. 
.Those living in or near Portland can obtain the 
book of W. E. Jones, 291 Alder street, who, with 
his wife, is doing so much to make people think for 
themselvs. 

I would prefer to stop with this item, but, friends 
of Secularism, we need your help and we want you 
to know it. This is the third year we hav tried to 
carry on this regular work with never enough money 
contributed to pay even running expenses. 
of yoa who are not helping to pay a regular lecturer 
and maintaining a Secular Sunday-school, and even 
if you are, will you not come to the rescue and help 
us out financially ? 

The building erected in the Oregon Secular Park 
is still without a roof, and the rain is ruining the 
floor; there is no money in the treasury to buy 
shingles, or properly inclose the building, or to 
build the necessary steps from the railroad and 
river, and it is very important that these improve- 
ments should be made right away. We want to 
send delegates to our legislature to work for the re- 
peal of laws that exempt church property from tax- 
ation, but we lack the money to do it; we even lack 
funds to carry on our Secular Sunday-school work 
propetly. 2 


^ 


law: 
$ 


Those 


the Union, handed me a dollar, saying, « We ought 
to hav sent in some money long ago, but hav been 
neglecting to do so." 
like this? 
working all the time and making sacrifices every 
day to do what is being done? Are you not willing 
to make some sacrifices too? 


How many more are there 
Do you realize that a few of us are 


Since last report the following contributions hav 


been received: O. Nelson, Joseph Rich, B. F. Linn, 
each $1; Mrs. A. De Peatt, F. S. and Ruth Brettel, 
each 50 cents; R. H. Scott, $5.00. 


Karre Krum SurrH, 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


Two Clergymen Want a Guardian. 
We are sorry to see that two real good ministers 


of Newark were wickedly persecuted a few days ago 
by a heartless lawyer. 
sion to supervise the art and literature of the New- 
arkers, and in the course of their laudable labors 
they swore out a warrant for the arrest of Russel: 
Brant, a newsdealer of that city. 
were in a New York illustrated weekly, and the one 
which most seriously perturbed the dominies was 
that of a young woman in a college dormitory kick- 
ing a football. 
and corsets. 
pictures were closely examined. 
Attorney Cross called one of the complainants, 
Rev. F. C. S. Jones, as the first witness, and he told 
how he and the other preacher had determined 
upon a crusade against such publications. 
that these pictures had a tendency to arouse im- 
proper thoughts in certain minds and should be 
suppressed. 


These ministers hav a mis- 
The pictures 


She was dressed in short skirts 
A jury of six was impaneled and the 
Assistant City 


He said 


‘Did it arouse such thoughts in your mind?” asked 


William B. Guild, counsel for Brant, 


“No, sir. Being a servant of the Lord, it would not 


do 8o now, but there was a time when it might hav done 
80. 


** When was that?” 
** T should judge that it was when I was between fifteen 


and nineteen years old," the clergyman said. 


After a fruitless discussion as to what constituted an 


indecent pioture, Lawyer Guild produced a handsome 
edition of the Bible in which the principal illustration 
was & representation of Adam and Eve without any cover- 
ing on them. 


“Would that excite improper thoughts?” asked the 
er. 

In some minds it might,” replied the clergyman. 
“What do you think of it?” 

** Well, I wouldn't care to hav such a work in my 
family.” 

Lawyer Guild next exhibited an artistic copy of Mil- 
ton’s ‘* Paradise Lost," illustrated by Doré. Mr. Jones 
thought even less of it than of the Bible. 

** How comes it that these works are found in the edu- 
cated families of the country?” asked the lawyer. 

“It is simply an exhibition of the low moral state of 
the American public,” was the clergyman’s explanation. 

Rev. Mr. Millington said emphatically that the pictures 
complained of were designed and calculated to breed im- 
pure thoughts. 

" Pig they hav that effect upon you?” Lawyer Guild 
aske . 

“I had to be on my guard to see 
replied Mr. Millington. : 

** Now, let's nnderstand this thing olearly," remarked 
the lawyer. ‘‘Do you wish to be understood as saying 
that you felt a temptation asa result of looking at the 
pictures?” 

‘That is the truth, and I wish to be so understood. 
The pictures were drawn for such a purpose and they are 
calculated to hav that eftect, and do hav it.” 

** Speak for yourself.” : 

** They arouse a temptation in the mind of any person 
looking at them,” Mr. Millington said with measured 
emphasis. 

** Hear me out,” said Lawyer Guild. 

** T decline," retorted the clergyman. 

‘You must, for more reasons than one," the lawyer 
said, and the speotators giggled. 

The lawyer talked for a long while. Then the jury 
went into a room for half an hour, and when they came 
back it was with the report that Newsdealer Brant was 
not guilty. An appeal was taken. 


that they did not," 


From which it appears that the “certain minds" 
which the ministers were afraid would be corrupted 
were their own. But was there anything bad in 
the picture that was not first in their own minds? 

Mrs. Stanton’s Opinion as to Living Pictures, 

Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton has not the slight- 
est sympathy with the crusade against the living 
pictures, either here or in England, and deprecates 
the mock modesty of those women who frown upon 
all public exhibitions of the nude, whether in art or 
in assisting in the study of medicin.— Rochester 
Union and Advertiser. 


` 


The largest diamond in the world was found 
June 30th, 1893, in the Cape Colony mines by the 
inspector, Ed Jorgansen. It weighs 971% carats, 
and is valued at $5,000,000. This is of little interest 
to Freethinkers, who seldom indulge in diamonds 


of that value: 
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News and Notes. 


While the storms were raging in other parts of 
the country and the snow was falling fast, in San 
Marcial the weather was like paradise. Warm and 
golden sunshine fell on the wide plains and lofty 
mountains. The blue dome shone with delightful 
eftulgence, and made the desert sand glitter almost 
like a marble floor. My friend Tibbetts owns a 
gallant team, and with this I had several drives 
over the sparsely inhabited country. For miles not 
a house could be seen, only rocks and rocks and 
sands and sands, with now and then a wandering 
herd or a coyote or wildcat. I do not see how these 
lands can ever be cultivated or be used for anything 
else than extensiv pastures. Among the foothills, 
however, many fruits can be abundantly produced, 
and with irrigation alfalfa can grow in vast quanti- 
ties. The river, Rio Grande, is almost dry at some 
seasons of the year, but when the snows melt it 
spreads miles in width and the tributary streams 
roll and roar like cataracts. It is an interesting 
country to traverse, for at times you might imagin 


you were in hades, there is such a perfect desolation. 


in the aspect. You might easily imagin that one 
could dry up and blow away in these arid regions. 
Far around the horizon stretch the mountains in 
every variety of form and make a grotesque frame 
for the level mesas and winding cafions through 
whose rocky pathways one must slowly travel. 
Once in a while a ranch strikes upon the view, with 
green trees, orchards, and evidences of comfort and 
growth. I visited Fort Craig, an abandoned gov- 
ernment post. It was built, I believe, during the 
Mexican war, and round about some straggling bat- 
tles hav been fought. This is the home of Captain 
Jack Crawford. It is a lonely-looking place, and 
you wouldn’t think as you came toward it from the 
almost untraveled plains that any human being was 
to be seen. It was quite a surprise to be ushered 
into a pleasant room, to view literary and art treas- 
ures, curios, and many relics of Indian life mingling 
with the pictures of civilization. Our party received 
a warm welcome from Mrs. Crawford and her 
daughters; and it. was quite a romantic contrast 
amidst such barren surroundings where you might 
think you were millions of years behind the times 
in the first formations of geological eras, when the 
world was in the making, to be all at once at the 
hearthstone of civilized life, and witness the grace 
and ornament of the nineteenth century. This is 
one of the surprises of this enormous Western 
country, that when you think you are outside the 
bounds of human existence, where even vegetation 
can scarcely flourish, in a moment at some turn of 
the road you catcha vision of our foremost progress. 
Oftentimes in the loneliest places, with the most 
uncouth habiliments, I meet college educated men. 
I meet scholars and poets, and those who dress in 
rags will haul out a bag full of twenty-dollar gold 
pieces with the nonchalance of a millionaire. It is 
a wonderful panorama of nature and of man in 
infinit variety that unfolds in this country which 
still has before it such boundless possibilities. 

*I gave six lectures in all at San Marcial, and the 
audiences increased each evening. Of course in a 
place of this kind great results cannot be accom- 
plished. It is on the frontier. Outside of it is a 
territory comparativly unoccupied. The railroad is 
what givs it the breath of civilization. But there 
are stanch comrades here. The railroad men read 
and think. There is a fine reading-room connected 
with the station, and first-class papers and periodi- 
cals are at hand. This community will compare 
favorably with any other community for information 
and enterprise. Considering all the circum- 
stances of the case, I am well satisfied with the pio- 
neer work accomplished. A foundation has been 
laid for future progress, and a comradeship estab- 
lished. 

I am under many obligations to Mr. Howard, 
editor of the San Marcial Bee, who has been fair- 
minded in all his notices of the lectures. He is 
willing to giv both sides a hearing, and shows- a 
true newspaper ability in keeping up with the times. 

Dr. Cruikshanks returned in season for the last 
lecture. I was glad to meet with this genuin Lib- 
eral. He was unavoidably absent at the beginning 
of the campaign, but he is always ready to stand by 
the colors. He is a Freethinker to the core. 

On Friday evening I leave San Marcial and the 
home of the Ribleys, where the Secular Pilgrim has 
generous entertainment, and take my way to Ari- 
zona. No finer sky ever spread over the earth than 
the sky of that lovely golden evening. The river 
glistened in its beams, and as the soft darkness 
mingled with the illuminations of the departing 
day, and the moon rode aloft in gorgeous splendor, 
it seemed as if I was in one of the mighty palaces 
of nature’s Original régime, where gentle fairies flit 
and flash in the glorious luster. But when I went 


forth from Albuquerque the heavy clouds rolled 
over the moon; by midnight a great wind was 
blowing. It howled and thundered as if trying to 
overthrow the train. When I arrived at Flagstaff 
the next day noon, among the primeval forests, it 
was raining and snowing. At Ash Fork I change 
cars for Prescott, and the outlook is by no means 
promising for fair weather. It was quite a change 
from the almost tropical splendor of New Mexico. 
I receive a warm welcome at my point of destina- 
tion from Dr. Miller, J. Rosenbury, and others. 
Sunday morning dawned with a cloudy sky, but 
with great patches of blue, which indicated that the 
storm was about over. I lectured on Sunday after- 
noon and evening to fair audiences. I hav made a 
good beginning, I think, for the month’s campaign, 
seeing that the churches hav joined forces for a big 
revival. There is a large Liberal element in this 
community, and I believe it can be brought to the 
front and organized for effectiv service. Now that 
Arizona is about to become a state, the Freethought 
forces must be organized in order to bring it into 
the union on a purely secular basis. This is the 
object of the work now opened at Prescott. I shall 
be here for a month, lecturing week-days and Sun- 
days. I expect also to lecture in some of the 
neighboring mining camps and at Phoenix and 
Tempe. I shall also giv five lectures at Tucson. I 
believe that Arizona is one of the best places on the 
continent for the Liberal advance. The present 
campaign is under the management of Dr. J. 
Miller, of Prescott, well known throughout the 
territory, one of its foremost citizens, who has 
the courage and determination to make success, if 
possible. I hope that all Freethinkers throughout 
Arizona will join in this great undertaking and com- 
municate with Dr. Miller. Let us organize to put 
Arizona in the shining ranks of progress. It needs 
but a few bold leaders to win a decisiv victory. 

Arizona is a wonderful country. I believe the 
evidences go to show that this is the first spot on 
this planet where man appeared. There are relics 
of humanity which go back undoubtedly ten thou- 
sand years. There are the remains of the Clift-dwel- 
lers, mummies, hieroglyphies, ete. Dr. Miller and 
others of my Freethought friends hav made a great 
study of these things, and I expect to giv some 
interesting information to the readers of Tux 
Terura Szexer from these enthusiastic investigators. 
I expect to plunge back into the farthest centuries 
of human history, through the dim corridors of 
lime, amidst these marvelous regions. Arizona is 
packed with ancient treasures, and the mind can 
revelin untrodden paths of discovery. I shall hav 
a month of delightful labors, seeing humanity in 
its present most vivid and unique aspects—civiliza- 
tion on the frontier. I shall also behold some of 
ine grandest scenery in the world. I shall look 
upon voleanie spaces of desolation, and travel along 
the highway of primeval man, and from these 
glimpses of the immeasurable past find inspiration 
for the glorious future. To-day is a beautiful day, 
soft and splendid as the springtime of the East, 
and I anticipate a whole month of such gorgeous 
weather. Pioneer work has its zest and beauty, 
and even if we do hav to work hard and meet all 
sorts of bad luck, and push through mud and snow 
and rain, and sleep on the soft side of a board, still 
there is a freshness and glory connected with this 
life that one can’t find in all the luxury of wealth 
and ease, and we are amply repaid for the aches 
and pains we suffer. 

After I finish in Arizona I shall be at Santa Fé, 
New Mexico, and Trinidad, Colorado, and I hope 
that friends in the latter state will open up some 
other places for work. Keep on the move. 

SawvzL P. Purnam. 
—— lgÓ— ———MM— 


The Campaign Book. 


The following hav contributed for the books of 
our joint Congress: Jerry C. Brown, 50 copies; 
John Dietmeyer, 18 copies; Stephen Brewer, 8 
copies; Willett Philips, 8 copies; P. F. Spencer, 
leopy. I should like to hav many more friends 
help us to get this book into the hands of thou- 
sands that are not with us, but soon will be. It 
will giv all the addresses delivered by our leading 
lecturers in the Freethought field, well as the 
report of the treasurer how, and for what, the 
money has been expended (every contributor should 
know that); the names of all donors to the Con- 
gress, as well as the fight in Washington and Al- 
bany; and the book will show how little money we 
hav had, and the great work that has been accom- 
plished. It will giv encouragement to those who 
stand for human emancipation. I consider it a 
grest wrong to compel us to respect and help main- 
tain an institution (the church) in which we do not 
believe. We demand that church property be no 
longer exempt from taxation. We want to push 


those ideas to the front and vote for the legislators 
who will help us. We are strongly opposed. to 
contributing to the churches, and want them to pay 
their own way as we pay Ours. 
E. C. Retonwaup, Treasurer F. F. of A., 
234 South Water st., Chicago. 


Freethought and Secular Notes from England. 


“a HAPPY NEW YEAR.” 

The above is my hearty greeting to the thousands 
of Freethinkers who reside in the United States and 
Canada. True happiness should be the aim of all; 
but with our Secular friends its realization ought to 
be deemed of the first importance. Many Chris- 
tians seek to console themselvs for the lack of human 
sunshine on earth by indulging in hopes of a better 
state of things in a place they term heaven. Secu- 
larists, on the contrary, believing that “now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of salvation,” strive 
to experience as much as possible that happiness 
which is based upon freedom, justice, and honor, 
and which sheds a halo of comfort and joy upon 
mundane existence. From a Freethinker’s point 
of view the only compensation that lies in the future 
for all the drawbacks of the past and the present is 
an improvement in this world, which is the only one 
of which we hav any knowledge. The surest plan 
to secure such an improvement is united action in 
continuing the warfare against ignorance and super- 
stition—the legacies of a domineering church and 
of a usurping aristocracy. The fact that the suc- 
cess which has hitherto been won in this direction 
is the result of secular effort should inspire the 
friends of progressin every clime to endeavor to make 
the new year more prolific for good than any of its 
predecessors hav been. Such useful conduct will 
be the best contribution that can be given to the 
promotion of personal happiness and to the aug- 
mentation of national greatness. 

SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN ENGLAND. 

Despite the advancement that has been made of 
late on this side of the Atlantic our present social 
relations are still in a most appalling condition. 
Poverty with its innumerable and heart-rending 
evils extensivly abounds; men, women, and children 
are enduring the most intense suffering through 
the want of food, clothing, and shelter, while 
many die from the bitter pangs of starvation; 
thousands of men who are able and willing to work 
can obtain no employment, and money which is 
neeessary to the efficient use of labor is monopolized 
by the few. Now it appears to me that whatever 
the immediate causes of this sad state of affairs may 
be, the original cause was the impotency of theology 
to produce a justly arranged condition of society. 
Things are as they are as the result of centuries of 
misrule. And it must be remembered that it was 
during these very centuries that the church held 
absolute sway. It controled the state, the schools, 
and the masses. Every policy not in favor of the 
church was bitterly opposed. For ages the people 
were deprived of all means of self-help, science was 
condemned, and true education was entirely ignored. 
It was a period of theological supremacy and priestly 
government. “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
The objectionable fruits we hav in our midst are 
inequalities, injustice, and direful misery ; the trees 
that bore these fruits were theology and superstition ; 
therefore our business as real reformers is to do our 
best to destroy what remains of these poisonous in- 
fluences and thereby clear the way for the cultivation 
of those agencies that will improve the social status 
of the general community. 


PROGRESS IN 1894. 

Fortunately, theology having been deprived of 
the supremacy it once commanded, we are progress- 
ing, slowly though it be, from the degradation of 
the past. Politically but little reform has been ac- 
complished during the year 1894. This has not 
been because no attempts hav been made in that 
direction, for many useful measures hav been intro- 
duced and passed in the House of Commons, but 
because the House of Lords, true to its traditions, 
has destroyed the useful work of the representativs 
of the people. There are, however, strong indica- 
tions that this upper chamber, composed as it is of 
what John Bright termed “moral invalids and in- 
tellectual imbecils,” will shortly be deprived of 
much of its power for evil. In social and Secular 
matters, decided advancement of which we may be 
justly proud has been made in the year just de- 
parted. For instance, the rural population has been 
rescued from the merciless grasp of the parson and 
squire; the sons of toil in our towns and cities hay 
had some useful legislativ reforms in their favor 
whereby shorter hours, better wages, and healthier 
conditions in their workshops hav-been secured ; 
orthodoxy has received some powerful shocks; 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 19, 1895. 


41 


ee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaamŘħIis 


criticism upon the Bible by Christians has been 
more outspoken than ever, and purely Secular edu- 
cation has won a higher position than it ever pre- 
viously occupied in this country. 

A SOCIAL REVOLUTION. 

The passing through Parliament of the great 
measure known as the “Parish Councils bill” was 
the prelude to the greatest social revolution that 
has ever taken place in England. In spite of the 
persistent opposition of the clergy the bill became 
law and its results up to the present hav been most 
satisfactory. Lord Rosebery in a recent speech 
spoke thus of the charter of the agricultural popu- 
lation : 

‘*Think, gentlemen, what that means. Twenty-four 
thousand elections where elections were never held be- 
fore; ninety: thousand men, probably most of them for 
the first time, given a share in the responsibilities of their 
rural localities. Think of the new upheaval and waken- 
ing into life that this bill, by one magic touch, has called 
into being right through the rural districts of England 
and Wales. I think if you can measure that fact—and 
those can measure it who are conversant with rural 
loealities—you will admit that no greater boon has ever 
been given to the peasantry of England than the right 
and the power to take an interest in their own immedi- 
ate affairs. 

It may be truly said that if this measure stood 
alone as the one accomplishment of the year it 
would mark a great stride onward, inasmuch as its 
effect for good has been felt in those places where 
the ideal of social equality and political rights has 
been the weakest. The artisans of our towns hav 
Xo a large extent learned the lesson of self- 
government, and the new law has given to the 
rural population a good start in the same direction. 
It has brought to their doors the possibilities of 
citizenship. In many places where the year 1894 
dawned upon villages plunged in profound apathy, 
crushed under the heel of landlordism, submissiv 
to a degree but one remove from slavery and with 
but the feeblest hope of rising above it, it has 
closed upon a scene of manly awakening, of social 
aspirations, of upper-class rage and defeat, and 
working-class exhilaration at the possession of new 
powers. This may be fairly claimed as being an 
advance in the direction of & true ideal that will 
mark 1894 asa historic year in the story of the 
progress of the English people. 
Cartes Warts. 
London, England, Jan. 2, 1895. 

[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.] 


Observations. 


The following remarks by “Antichrist” throw 
light upon a topic mentioned in this column last 
week: “The recent revisers of the English transla- 
tion of the New Testament are not the first to in- 
terpolate ‘daughter’ after ‘virgin’ in 1 Oor. vii, 
36. In Dr. Murdock’s ‘literal translation from 
the Syriac Peshito version,’ published in 1851, the 
passage reads as follows: ‘ But if any one thinketh 
that there is reproach, on account of his maiden 
[daughter], because she hath passed her time, and 
he hath not presented her to a husband, [and] it be 
fitting that he present her; let him do what he de- 
sireth, he sinneth not; let her be married.’ The 
word ‘ daughter ’ is bracketed by Dr. Murdock, and 
38 interpolated because of what follows in the text, 
especially by the words we hav italicized, which are 
wanting in the Greek and Latin codices. Those 
words clearly imply that by ‘maiden’ or ‘virgin’ 
ike writer of the epistle meant daughter.” With 
& uniformity quite unusual to inspired writings, all 
the versions of Paul’s epistle represent the author 
as addressing his advice about the disposition of 
the virgin to the old man instead of the girl—as 
though the maiden herself had no voice in the mat- 
ter. Contemporary discussion of an allied subject 
will hit off my point. The Goshen. Ind., JVews has 
this item: “Being informed that Kendalville is to 
hav a baby show in a few weeks, the editor of the 
Kendalville Sun (a family man) says it strikes him 
that more time should be given to prepare for it.” 
Commenting upon which another editor suggests: 
“We think this is a matter that might be left to 
the ladies.” Thus should the editor of the Corin- 
thian Capital hav rebuked the interference of Paul 
the tenderfoot in the family affairs of his subscribers. 


Events of great moment are occurring in Spirit- 
ualistic circles. In the Banner of Light is to be 
found an article under the head of “ Disappearance 
of Medial Limbs,” wherein some most startling 
things are set forth. The account states nothing 
less than this: At a seance given by Mme. Esperance, 
the visitors noted that the medium showed symp- 
toms of excitement and appeared to bein pain. A 
few moments later she asked a neighbor to let her 
take his hand, which he did, whereupon she said 


Feel here,” and put his hand where her person | 


she said, made her nervous. 


should hav come in contact with her seat, but he 
felt only the chair. Another gentleman joined the 
first in a search for the lower parts of the medium 
without success, and then it dawned on the medium 
and the visitors that she had become dematerialized 
from the waist downward. This fact was held to 
account for Mme. Esperance’s excitement, as it well 
might, especially as she expressed a fear that per- 
haps the parts would not return. That thought, 
The affair occurred in 
Helsingfors, Finland, and the account is related by 
a nativ, which shows that we of America, though 
talented; are not in all respects superior to the in- 
habitants of the Old World. Such local demate- 
realization, unless brought under control, would 
seriously interfere, I should surmise, with ordinary 
feminin activities. 


Long distance telephone connection with the rest 
of the world was lately opened up at Lafayette, 
Indiana. The mayor of that burg presided over 
the ceremonies incident to the great event, and 
startled the mayor of New York with the following 
language over the wires: 

God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform. 
We dedicate this great improvement to the labor of 
Christian civilization. 

I suppose. that the mayor of Lafayette, Indiana, 
swallows the story of Balaam’s jackass addressing 
a short-distance communication to its owner, and 
imagins that his own ability to converse with 
Mayor Gilroy, much farther away, tastes like the 
same kind of & miracle. 


A few days ago a number of distinguished func- 
tionaries and rsmbunctionaries of the Roman Cath- 
olie church in this city held a meeting, and among 
other routine work turned out a handsome job of 
excommunieating. The first to suffer this process 
were the members of Masonic lodges, who hav been 
excommunicated so often that by this time they 
should take such a thing as a matter of course. I 
never heard of a Freemason who was or desired to 
be a Catholic. The church's grievance against that 
order is that many Catholics want to be Masons, 
and it is to head off these straying. lambs that action 
is taken by the priests, bishops, archbishops, and 
cardinals. There are about three quarters of a 
million of Masons in the United States and British 
Columbia, so that the Roman hierarchy must know 
that in their cutting off a good many citizens are 
not only alienated trom the church but practically 
damned. 

Other orders were similarly treated. By some 
papers it is reported that the Odd Fellows were 
condemned ; also the Knights of Pythias and Sons 
of Temperance. The Odd Fellows hav an even 
larger membership than the Masons, while the Sir 
Knights are not far behind. The Sons of Temper- 
ance number perhaps one hundred thousand, 
hence the four bodies taken together hav at least two 
million members. Now, if we exercise our memory 
to the extent of recollecting that the Catholic 
church is the recruiting office for the king of heav- 
en’s army, and that none may otherwise enlist, the 
seriousness of the measure which forever disqualifies 
these two millions, and presumably their posterity, 
must burst upon us with great force. 

The point I wish to get at in calling attention to 
this matter has reference to the organization best 
known as the A. P. A., whose members, I under- 
stand, swear a mighty oath that they will not employ 
Roman Catholics or vote for them. The Catholic 
press, priests, and politicians call members of the 
A. P. A. a bigoted lot of people, and perhaps they 
are, the great majority of them being Protestant 
Christians; but just now I would adopt the you're- 
another method and inquire how a church which 
incontinently cuts off two millions of people from 
the hope of salvation can hav any complaint against 
a rival organization that denies to members of said 
church only temporal jobs and political offices. 
Would the Catholic maintain that the boycott is a 
more serious matter than the curse of Rome? 
Does he desire to illustrate to the A. P. A. the 
golden rule of Jehovah !—*« You love your enemies 
and elect them ; I will damn mine.” 


When the editor of the Freethought Magazine 
said that in his opinion the most diabolical crime a 
person could commit was a violation of the Com- 
stock law, I endeavored to show him that he could 
not mean what he said. Mr. Green assures the 
publie that he spoke advisedly, and that while the 
circulation of obscene literature is not the “ great- 
est” of crimes, it is the most “diabolical.” That 
which is diabolical is of the devil, I believe, though 
the word has been secularized to mean atrocious, 
nefarious, or outrageously wicked; and Mr. Green 
asks of me, “ Will you please tell us what is more 
diabolical, infernal, and nefarious than to mail to 


` 


young people lewd pictures—real obscene litera- 
ture?” To which I reply that I will name three 
things—to wit: religious persecution, rape, and 
arson. I mention these for the purpose of impress- 
ing Mr. Green, though assault and battery, slander, 
or sheep stealing would be sufficient for the purpose. 
But I desire to add that whatever degree of crime 
there may bein the cireulation of obscene litera- 
ture, it is a virtue in comparison with the outrages 
committed under the law designed for its suppres- 
sion. 

People are given to suffer the loss of their heads 
on the two kindred subjects of blasphemy and ob- 
scenity. That this is true as to blasphemy Mr. 
Green will agree with me, and it will be further 
demonstrated by aletter which appeared in a Minne- 
apolis paper just before Colonel Ingersoll's lecture 
in that city. The writer, like Mr. Green, seeks to 
clinch his argument with an unanswerable question. 
He says: 

History tells us that Tamerlane, an oriental conqueror, 
at one of his carnivals, built ten thousand of the inhab- 
itants, alive, one upon the other until they formed a tower 
of human beings, and cemented each layer to the next by 
mortar, asif they were bricks instead of men. At another 


scene of convivialty he built a pyramid composed entirely 
of the heads of ninety thousand of his captivs, and yet 


"which is the greater human monster, or guilty of the 


blacker crime, Tamerlane, the barbarian of the dark 
ages, or this carping impostor of the nineteenth century 
[Ingersoll], seeking to misguide his fellow-mortals to their 
utter destruction and eternal ruin ? 

So much for the distracting influence of religious 
fanaticism; and I maintain that the extravagance of 
the language would not be diminished if the violator 
of the Comstock postal law were substituted for the 
blasphemer, as Mr. Green would do. Neither is it 
more extravagant than his own; for Tamerlane’s 
crime, though a diabolical one, would, according to 
the meaning of Mr. Green’s statement, fall below 
that of the circulator of lewd pictures in atrocity ; 
and this shows the distracting influence of unnatural 
views of morality. The other day Judge C. L. 
Benedict sentenced Seeley, the thieving bank cashier, 
to eight and one-half years’ imprisonment. Seeley 
stole $350,000, so that his expiation will be at the 
rate of $41,000 or so per year. In 1879 the same 
Judge Benedict sentenced D. M. Bennett to the 
penitentiary for thirteen months for mailing 
«Oupid's Yokes,” showing that he deemed that 
offense equal to the theft of between $40,000 and 
$50,000. Had the charge been blasphemy the sen- 
tence would hav been equally just, and I hav no 
doubt it would hav been pronounced. 

Mr. Green advises me to stick to my jokes, which 
I should be quite reconciled to do if I could depend 
on him to pay proper attention to the facts. 

Guo. E. Macponarp. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


COLONEL INaERsoLL's lecture appointments: January 
19th, DesMoines, Ia.; 27th, New York City. 


Mns. Freeman’s lecture appointments: Liberal Club, 
New York, Jan. 18th; Newark, N. J., Jan. 20th; Boston, 
Mass., Jan. 27th, Feb. 8d. and 10th. Mrs. Freeman 
desires to lecture during the months of January and 
February slong or near the above route. Those desir- 
ing to secure dates not taken please write her at once, 
1037 West Madison street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tur Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'elock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for Januarv: 

January 20th—“ The Right to Judge.” Mr. C. J. Rose. 
January 27th—** What we Owe to Thomas Paine." Mr. 
T. B. Wakeman. : 

Tug Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at8 o'elock. Program for January: 

January 18th—‘*The Ideal of "76." Mrs. M. A. Free- 
man, of Chicago. 

January 26th—'''The Third Consciousness or Sixth 
Sense." Prof. A. L. Rawson. 


Tur Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December; 


January 20th, 1895—'*'If Christ Came to Christianity." 
: Dr. G. Gordon Sattler. 

January 27th, 1895—** The Bible in the Light of Higher 

'  Oriticism." Franklin Steiner, of Des Moines, Ia. 


J. E. Remssure spoke in Cincinnati, Sunday night, 
January 6th. The rain came down in torrents, but he 
had a large audience—larger, it is claimed, than any 
church in Cincinnati had. 


Mrs. Marre P. Krexen opened her campaign in Ohio 
with an address in Cincinnati on Januery 13th. Her 
subsequent engagements are: January 18th, Irwin, O.; 
19th, Randall. O.; 20th to 24th, Mechanicsburg and 
Delphos. Mrs. Krekel desires to continue her trip East 
and will be glad of engagements. For dates write to 
her at 802 East Eleventh street, Kansas City, Mo. 

Tus Friendship Liberal League, George Longford 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 

Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawanaavenue. Our motto: Freedom 
an Lu ino. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 

& B. 


42 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 19, 1895. 


Letters of Friends. 


With Us While Light Lasts. 
Kewanee, Inu., Dec. 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprrong: Inelosed please find $10— 
two years’ subscription, renewal for my 
chum and myself. Happy New Year! 
A. W. Woop. 
N.B.—I am seventy-nine years old, and 
may not hav to renew subscription again, 
but will do so as long as I can read your 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


We Wish You had the Million. 
Union, Or., Deo. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: All I can send you to-day 
is $8, but I will send some more soon. 
How I wish I had a million; I would send 
you $10,000. 

If you ever seo the gentlemen Putnam 
and Bell giv them my kind regards. They 
will remember me as county judge, when 
they lectured here in early times. 

E. C. Baamanp. 


It is Shield and Bnekler and Sword. 
Presoort, A, T., Dec. 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed find $6. Please 
eontinue the good old paper, for it is my 
bosom companion, and also a weapon 
against Christian lies. It has been a help 
to me in the hour of sadness. May the 
good work go on until this world shall be 
banded together in true brotherhood and 
fellowship. Yours for truth and justice, 
J., W. ROBERTS. 


Fnll of Information. 
Lop1, Wis., Dec. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprrog: I will now acknowledge 
the receipt of ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” although I received it some 
time ago. I hav read it carefully through 
and am nearly through it again, and find 
it one of the grandest and noblest works I 
ever saw; so full of knowledge and so 
plain and easy to understand. 
Friend Putnam has done a good work, 
sure, for mankind. N. C. SEELTON. 


What One-eighth of a Dollar Did, 
T'owNvILLE, S. C., Dec. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: I hav recently had my 
‘eyes opened” by reading the ‘‘ Age of 
Reason” by Thomas Paine, and want 
further information. You advertise ‘‘ full 
list of publications free; please send me 
the same. My heavens! what a dupe I 
hav been regarding Christianity! I am 
anxious to see the truth; am willing to pay 
for the same as soon as I sell my cotton. 
Very respectfully, F. A. DaxiELs. 


Ignorant of Their Own Bible. 
Warta WALLA, Wasu., Dec. 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5 to 

pay my subscription, and for books as per 
inclosed list. Money is very scarce, but I 
don’t see how I could do without the paper. 
I hav quite 2 lot of TRUTH SEEKER books 
and loan them when I can find snyone 
who will read them, and I know they hav 
done some good. It is surprising how 
little some good Christians know even of 
their own so-called ** Holy Bible." 
W. A. SHELTON. 


Dare Not Practice Jesns?s Precepts. 

Orraon, ARK., Deo. 25, 294. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3 to extend 
my subscription. This is ali I can do at 
present. I am making arrangements for 
Mr. S. P. Putnam to lecture in Harrison, 
Ark., on his return from Kansas; I think 
he could come down through southwest 


Missouri and northwest Arkansas. This, I: 


think, is a good field in which to work. I 
broke the ice here years ago, and thereare 

great many Liberal-minded people here. 
I keep it warm here for the Christians; I 
tell them they cannot do what the Bible 
God and Jesus Christ tell them to do, and 
keep out of the penitentiary. 

W. B. Bruos. 


Prayers Probably Misdirected. 
ANSELM, N. D., Dee. 30, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $1. Please 
send me Tae 'TaurH SzExER for four 
months. I am lonesome without it. It is 
a shining light for the nineteenth century. 
Times are hard in some parts of the state; 
the Bible God did not favor us all with rain. 
I suppose somebody has been praying to 
the wrong God, and he bas poured out his 


wrath on some of the worst of us. The 
Christians are holding prayer-meetings 
here now, and I suppose we will be favored 
with better times soon. We hav a few 
Liberals out hereabouts and can hold our 
own. I will try to get you some sub- 
scribers this winter. ANDY CARR. 


A Pertinent Qnery. 
Fairrax, Mny., Dae. 24, 1894. 

Mz. Eprron: Where were the Christians’ 
chief God—the Lord God Almighty, 
maker and ruler of the heavens and the 
earth—and God the Son and God the 
holy ghost at the time of the bloody theo- 
logical difficulty in Armenia between the 
Turks and Armenians? Can you inform 
us? Did they sit listlessly by aud permit 
the followers of the Turk’s God to indis- 
criminately shed the blood of their de- 
voted followers, including innocent women 
and children? Did they desert them? Or 
had they gone off on a distant journey be- 
yond hearing. No evidence appears that 
they did so much at the time as to issue a 
protest, or even to lift a finger to arrest or 
stop the bloody carnage waged against 
the followers of Christ. Gro. Davis. 


An Afternoon’s Good Work. 
Grove Crry, O., Dec. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: My books came in good 
shape. That big book, ** Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” I like very much. 
I hav read it two-thirds through, snd 
the more I read the better I like it. I 
lent those eight copies of the ‘‘Age of 
Reason," some of them the second time. 
So far as I hav heard, they gave satis- 
faction. Now I want the ANNUAL FOR 
1895, Ingersoll’s ** Holy. Bible," ‘‘Shak- 
spere," ‘‘Tale of a Halo," and ‘ Right 
Living." 

My TRUTH SEEKER comes regularly. I 
am so well pleased with it that I started 
out yesterday afternoon to get a few sub- 
scribers. I got six trial subseriptions; 
that is the best I could do. I made 
Christmas presents of part of them. I 
send you $5 for papers and books. 

Wm. NEISWENDER. 


The Laborers Are Few. _ 
Freeport, ILL., Dec. 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send me the ANNUAL 
for 1895. Send ‘‘ Prof. Ernst Haeckel: 
His Life, Work, Oareer, and Prophecy,” 
by Thaddeus B. Wakeman. I think I can 
sell a half dozen or dozen of the ANNUAL. 
I hav been taking Tug Trora SEKER for 
a year and a half, and I think it one of the 
best of papers. I deeply regret the fact that 
the Freethinkers are not more thoroughly 
organized, especially in this large city. 

I am an enthusiast, and hav been so 
since a boy; read the ** Age of Reason" at 
the age of fifteen, and am now (at thirty- 
five) an outspoken Infidel. I work at the 
harness trade, Just think of it; this city 
of fifteen thousand intelligent people has 
never been visited by a Freethought 
lecturer, but we hav thirty-five to forty 
churches, and the woods are full of Free- 
thinkers unorganized. 

FreD E. WEISSER. 


Was Adam to. Blame? 
New BRITAIN, Conn., Dec. 29, 294. 

Mr. Eprror: I wrote yesterday, telling 
you not to send my paper because I could 
not pay for it in advance, and I did not 
want credit when I could not tell when and 
how I could psy if trusted. But since 
then things hav changed, and now I send 
you an order for TuE TRUTH SEEKER and 
the ANNUAL, with money for the same. I 
don’t need these or any other Freethought 
writings to convince me that the funda- 
mental teachings of the Christian religion 
are wrong, and the only wonder to me is 
how any one can believe that the whole 
human race, and snakes, were cursed be- 
cause one pair of human beings ate some 
fruit, less than six thousand years ago, 
and that all men and women ean be for- 
given because another man was cruelly 
killed. Now how anyone can be justly 
condemned’ for a crime that he never 
committed is beyond my comprehension. 
Nay more, how could Adam be justly 
condemned if a God perfect in power, 
wisdom, and foreknowledge made him? 
Did not God design it to be as it was? 
Did Adam hav the choice of his nature? 
Did not God foreknow the result, or had 


he not sufficient wisdom or power to pre- 


| from the school. 


ventit? And yet Christians say that they 
hav advanced, and Colonel Ingersoll is 
fighting dead creeds, while they stick to 
the whole Bible and its God and end 
every prayer with ‘‘these things we ask 
through the merits of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” Geo, F. ELLIOTT. 


He Admires the Gems. 
Irava, ILL., Dec. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inolosed find $6.62 for 
books received. I shall write for more 
soon; am too busy just now to make out 
the list desired. I spend my Sundays 
reading the Gems of Thought cut and 
polished by the intellectual giants dead 
and living. There is no other one thing 
that tempers the mind, harmonizes the 
spirit, dispels lassitude, and awakens 
thought in the ordinary mind so much as 
reading and reaping the intellectual glean- 
ings from Tug Trurs SEEKER, which givs 
its readers the best clippings from Voltaire, 
Paine, Darwin, Bennett, Ingersoll, Lin- 
coln, Putnam, Remsburg, Gibson, Gar- 
dener, Wixon, and thousands of others 
whose names do not occur to me just now. 
The man or woman who can break the 
chain of superstition and breathe the pure 
air in freedom's mental field is like the 
eagle enjoying her flight around the sun, 
but the man or woman who is bound or 
circumscribed by superstition is like the 
eaglet that could not break the shell, alive 
but in eternal darkness. Wishing you a 
Happy New Year, and hoping the number 
of Truta SEEKER subscribers will be 
trebled before 1900, I am, 

Yours truly, C. S. RANDOLPH, 


A Mini:ter Who Is Fresh. 
BARNESVILLE, O., Jan. 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Iam not a subscriber to 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, but I often get sam- 
ple copies, and I read them with great de- 
light and profit. I shall subscribe for 
your paper ere long, for I cannot do with- 
out it. 

I wish to say that I am a Freethinker, 
and Ilong for the complete secularization 
of the state. 

I will not join the A. P. A., because it is 
too Protestant. It is too much of a relig- 
ious affair. 

I hav refused to join the Jr. O. U. A. M., 
because the order compels its members to 
attend church once a year, and because 
the order strongly advocates religious in 
struction and the reading of the Bible in 
the public school. . 

'The M. E. preacher here in his Thanks- 
giving sermon said that religious instruo- 
tion and the reading of the Bible in the 
pnblie school shall never be prohibited 
and that the church would never submit 
to the Bible and religion being excluded 
He also said that church 
property shall never be taxed, and that 
the churches will not submit to taxation. 

Respectfully, Wa. W. SoHonzs. 


We Explained, Not Apologized. 
CLINT, TEX., Deo. 23, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I don’t know how to write 
or edit a news or other paper, but think I 
know the difference between the song of a 
lark and the hoot of an owl or the howl of 
acoyote. The letter of one M. M. Heigh- 
ton in your issue of the 8th inst. contains 
much more of the music of the latter than 
of the former. 

The almost insolent writer accuses THE 
Truru SEEKER Editor of having purposely 
uttereda ‘‘half truth," and yet the Editor in 
a supplementary note partly apologizes to 
the ‘‘ red-hot Republican” for not having 
published the result of the elections in a 
way to suit him. Had it not been for the 
explanatory note of the Editor I should 
hav concluded that the ‘‘ devil” in your 
printing room had slipped that letter in 
when the Editor’s back was turned. 

This gentleman from Kent, O., seems to 
wholly ignore the high mission and work 
of Tas TRUTH SEEKER, and to regard it as 
a kind of outlet for the conveyance of par- 
tisan and sectional hate. What does the 
poor man mean by the expression: ‘‘ Hell 
and Texas, or perfidy and dishonor?" 

Now, there is no one who more enjoys 
rational and truthful criticism and excori- 
ation of the recreant, demoralized Demo- 
cratic party than I do; but please deliver 
your readers from the sputterings of a 
bigoted and fanatical partisan. 

I do not subscribe for and read Tan 


TRUTH SREKUR as a political or partisan 
sheet. I hav regarded it as working on a 
higher plane, and value it for its able 
advocacy of Freethought, civil liberty, 
good morals, and a broad humanity, as a 
substitute for the prevailing Christian su- 
perstition and a remedy for the evils of 
cant, hypocrisy, hatred, sectarianism, 
mental slavery—all growing out of that 
hoary establishment, ‘‘our most holy re- 
ligion," and its priestoraft. 
Yours truly, 8, Q. ETHERIDGE. 


Knows Now it’s Full as Well as Big. 
GREENHILL, O., Deo. 25, mM. 294.- 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3.75, 
as renewal, and for ANNUAL, '* A Tale of a 
Halo,” and “ About the Bible.” 

I hav just finished reading ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” and am 
well pleased with it. Everybody ought 
to read it, for it is a daisy. I did not 
know there was so much in the Pilgrim. 
I was aware he had alarge head, but did 
not know that it was so well filled. 

Iwill say that every Liberal who has not 
got a copy should procure one as soon as 
convenient. One word for Tua TRUTH 
Seexer: It is doing splendidly. The cor- 
ner that belongs to the man with the badge 
pin is all right; he gets there every time. 
And then that Heston, what object lessons 
he givs us every week, particularly 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. They speak 
volumes. lam pleased to see that some 
are beginning to turn their attention to 
finance, and that you permit it. Ithink 
that it needs ventilating. We must be- 
come Freethinkers in politics as well as in 
religion. Why is it that the Freethinkers 
still cling to the old style of a.D. 1894 in- 
stead of E.M. 294? Come, boys, let's crowd 
it to the front; that is the way to get there. 
I would like to see your paper set the ex- 
ample. Enoon WickERSHAM, 


Worse than Scotch Presbyterianism ! 


Kayes PanE, Wis., Dec. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $1, for 
which send Colonel Ingersoll’s four new 
pamphlets, ‘‘The Holy Bible,” ‘Is Sui- 
cide a Sin," **Shakspere," and ‘* Lincoln.” 
I agree with Mr. Ingersoll in a good many 
things, but I differ a little from him as far 
as he regards Scotch Presbyterianism 
as the worst religion. I think Danish 
Lutheranism a few points worse.. As a 
child I was compelled to learn and believe 
its terrible dogmas; the teacher (receiving 
his salary from the state of Denmark) used 
to follow Solomon’s advice about the chil- 
dren and the rod, and applied them both 
(the advice and the rod) quite freely in 
explaining his mysterious doctrins, Of 
course, a8 soon as I was of age to com- 
menoe thinking, I began to disbelieve, and 
my mind was soon freed from the chains 
of a superstitious faith. One of the Lord’s 
servants (who are very willing to take care 
of our souls, if we will take care of their 
bodies and let the church take care of our 
money) gave mea little talk last winter. 
He felt especially shocked that one brought 
up in the most holy Danish church should 
hav wandered so far from the fold. ‘‘ Well, 
sir,” I answered, ‘‘even if I am a Dane 
that is no reason why I ought to be an in- 
fernal fool, though, if you judge by the 
Danish members of your congregation, 
I will allow you hav cause to think so.” 

Yours for liberty, EMIL JOHNSON. 


All but Two on the Lord’s Side. 
Ricuwoop, QA., Deo. 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please send me ‘‘All About 
the Holy Bible," ANNUAL for 1895, **Jin- 
gles of Humor," and ‘‘A Tale of a Halo." 

Isend you $440 to pay for above, and 
also to renew E. R. Teal’s subscription for 
one year with '*Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated." I would be pleased 
to send you & list of subscribers from here, 
but there are only two people here who 
are out of the ark of safety, and they are 
E. R. Teal and myself. We liv between 
the Holy Sanctified church and a Baptist . 
church, and I expect we derive as much 
benefit from them as most of the members. 
This is à fine country if there was a little | 
freedom of speech, but an Infidel has a 
very poor show. I am not in any land 
scheme, and hav no land to sell, but will 
be glad to hav any Liberals anywhere who 
want to find a mild climate, with cheap 
productiv land, fwrite to me and I will 
giv them all the information I can, 


to see a good many Liberal families settle 
here, a8 it would get these people to think- 
ing, as they imagin now there are only a 
very few people who do not believe in the 
holy humbug. 

A part of the state penitentiary is located 
here J notice the prisoners are all Ühris- 
tiansin belief, and a good many of them hav 
been baptized since coming here. They 
hav a sermon every Sunday. The convicts 
work in a saw mill. One of the largest in 
this state is located here. 

H. R. TEAL. 


Just a Few Easy Questions. 
LAwRENOR, KAN., Deo. 28, 1894. 

Mr, Eprror: I will giv $1,000 to the 
person who will answer correctly the fol- 
lowing questions: 

1. What is God, and where is God? 

2. What isan angel? 

8. What is the Holy Ghost? 

4, Where is heaven, and how far is it 
from here? 

5. How long was the tail of the dragon 
that was cast out of heaven, and drew 
one-third part of the stars and cast them 
to the earth? à 

6. What became of the child that was 
caught up into heaven and was to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron? 

7. Did Elijah go to heaven with his nat- 
ural body? if not, where did he leave his 
body? ; 

8. Where was Melchizedek born, andhow 
old was he when he died? 

9, Was Solomon drunk when he wrote 
his seven songs? n 

10; Where is that lake that burns with 
fire and brimstone? 

11. Are the devil and his angels in that 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone? 

19. If I was to meet an angel how could 
I tell whether it was one of God's or the 
devil's angels? 

18. How many sons did God hav? 

14. Does God hear and answer prayer? 

‘15. When God made coats of skin and 
elothed Adam and Eve, what kind of skin 
was it? was it tanned or dressed, or was it 
rawhide? ALEXANDER Ross. 


Charles Robinson, Freethinker and True 
- Patriot, 

Aronson, Kan., Deo. 30, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I see that the late Charles 
Robinson, the first governor of Kansas, 
and the pioneer Freethinker, has been 
honored at & meeting of the Associated 
Historians of America, held in the lecture 
hall of the National Museum in Washing- 
ton. Prof. Frank W. Blackmar, of the 
University of Kansas, read an able and in- 
teresting paper entitled ‘‘A Chapter in the 
Life of Oharles Robinson, the First Gov- 
ernor of Kansas." He referred to Robin- 
son as the most important character in the 
building of the common wealth of Kansas. 
'* He was, on the whole," said Professor 
Blackmar, **the greatest leader of the free 
state cause.” Professor Blackmar gave 
some interesting facts connected with the 
lives of John Brown and ‘‘ Jim” Lane and 
drew a strong contrast between them and 
Robinson, much to the credit of the latter. 
Every Freethinker in America should 
honor the brave old war-governor—the 
pioneer Freethinker of Kansas, He helped 
to plant the seeds of mental liberty on 
Kansas soil, and was one of the first to 
raise his yoice in behalf of Freethought. 
At the Freethought encampments at Ot- 
tawa, Bismarck Grove, and other places, 
some years ago, he was a conspicuous fig- 
ure, and then and there he showed that he 
had the courage of his convictions. The 
Freethinkers should erect à monument to 
his memory sod inscribe thereon, ‘‘ He 
fought for a free state, for free speech, 

and for Freethought.” . 
Yours, Geo. J. REMSBUBG. 
—À— . 
Follow Their Blind Guides. 

CENTERVILLE, CAL., Deo. 21, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me Ingeraoll's 
‘About the Holy Bible," ** Lincoln,” and 
“ Shakspere." Also a copy of the ANNUAL 
and ‘*God and His Book," You will find 
inclosed $2.25. As fast as my circum- 
stances permit I am collecting literature 
on Freethought. My education is very 
- limited so far as scholarship is concerned 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 19, 18965. 
Sen ee M C D IR E E JUNE a : 
I think this is a fine country, and any 
one can do well here if he has some means 
to start with, but would not advise anyone 
to come here without means. I would like 


but I hav been a close student of the Bible, 
and cannot make it harmonize with my 
own reason. Some thirty-five years ago I 
purchased Thomas Paine’s theological 
worka, which opened up a new field of 
‘hought tome, Before that time I dared 
not question the truthfulness of the Bible; 
it was the word of God, too sacred to be 
questioned, but reading Paine’s works 
created & buoyancy of mind that I had 
never experienced before. Since then I 
hav carried within mea light heart as to 
the future, or the’ present either, caring 
nothing for the yarns spun by the preach- 
ers who claim to be God’s servants here 
on earth. I hav now & number of Free- 
thought books, euch as J. S. Hittell’s 
‘*Evidences Against Christianity,” also 
Volney's ** Ruins,” and ‘No Beginning; 
or, the Fundamental Fallacy;" also Bell's 
** Hand-Book of Freethought,” and ** Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” and 
‘*History of the Bible" by Bronson C. 
Keeler, and ** Old Testament Stories Com- 
ically Illustrated," I hav lent all this lit- 
erature, but few people ean be induced 
to even examin, say nothing about reading 
it. They appear to be willing to believe 
the Bible with its lids closed, and let the 
preaehers do the thinking and show them 


the New Jerusalem. 
Yours truly, a co-worker in Freethought, 
JOHN J. RISER. 


God With Them When in Power. 
PAULINE, ARK., Dec. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: It seems that that ques- 
tion, ** Doth Job serve God for nought?” 
is pertinent at all times. The clergy pre- 
tend to serve him for money, but when 
they get into trouble call on the people for 
help. ' 

** Whatsoever ye shall ask * ghall 
be given you." ‘* Behold Iam with you 
alway, even to the end.” Under these as- 
surances missionaries go to preach to the 
heathen, expecting a nation to be born in 
a day. 


for help. Where is their God? Has he 
not said, '*No weapon formed against 


world, anyhow? Somebody has lied. Oh, 


are, 
never with them; then they piteously. call 
even on their Infidel friends for help. 
They say it takes money to convert. the 
world; why not ‘‘ask " God for it? 


thing. 


exclaims regarding Colonel Ingersoll, 
** Stop him for Christ's dear sake." 


sian and you'll find & Tartar. 


come to bring fire." ‘‘I come not to 
were in the majority now, and God 
in the Constitution, where would Free- 
thinkers be? On the rack and in prison. 
Dr. BACHELOR. 


Our Christian Slaves. 
] Jan. 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: There are perhaps no 

greater mental slaves on earth at the pres- 
ent time than the so-ealled followers of 
Jesus, for it is nearly impossible to induce 
one to read, reason, or think for himself, 
as he would do in almost every business 
enterprise. This does not apply to the 
*isnorant Catholic" alone, but to all 
orthodox denominations. 
. Faith alone is based upon the utter 
ignorance of the real, and in its stead, a 
belief in the supernatural. Investigation 
is the water of truth that quenches the fire 
of ignorance; causes the collaps of the 
clerical purse and drives the divine teacher 
from his vocation. It is certain death to 
the cause of all religions for the followers 
to bask in the sunlight of truth or to know 
the real instead of speculating on the 
metaphysical. 

Religion appeals to the emotional in man, 
and not to human reason. 
solemn pleadings constitute the harpsi- 
chord of the evangelist to play upon the 
weakness of his congregation, and no 
others are so weak ag the believing women, 


the way that leads to the golden stairs to 


Armenians are now asking the nations 


thee shail prosper?” Who is running the 


yes, I see now. When Christians are in 
the majority wreaking vengeance with fire 
and sword, God is with them. And the 
more he is with them the more cruel they 
But when in the minority, God is 


They 
say he givs everything and does every- 


I see one Rev. Mr. Blagden frantically 
That 
is unalloyed Christianity. Scratch a Rus- 
Rub the 
varnish off a Christian and you'll find, +‘ I 


bring peace but a sword.” Suppose they 


Song and 


The flattering name of ‘‘sister’’ and & 
few-prayers for her welfare are enough to 
draw one of them into the ‘‘fold of Jesus.” 
Yet for such doth not her spiritual master 
expect remuneration from the contribu- 
tion box? 

Yes, and my children must seek the 
Lord early; they must join the Endeavor 
society and endeavor to believe every 
word the clergyman says, for hath not 
Jesus said ‘‘ Believe, be baptized, and be 
saved,” and ‘Suffer little children to 
come unto me"? Also, he hath pro- 
claimed that ‘‘those that would not 
that I should reign over them. bring 
hither and slay them before me.” 

It matters not what the truth may be, 
the Christian woman revels in the realms 
of her delusion and trains in the ranks 
of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union and is **seen of all men.” Soon 
her. footsteps will be heard in seeking the 
voting precinct in obedience to her 
savior’s demand to ‘‘slay them before 
me.” The church will then rule supreme. 
Bible gems (Gen. xxxviii, 19, 39; Lev. xv, 
16-88; Num. xxxi; Deut. xxiii, eto.) will 
be read in our publie schools and Jehovah 
wil breathe forth his foul decrees and 
Congress be made to pay tribute by ap- 
propriations to further his divine persecu- 
tions. 

Dear neighbor and Christian friend, 
and all you who would do unto others as 
you would that they should do unto you, 
and follow the laws of humanity and com- 
mon sense, remember, the truth seeker 
has the right to scorn ‘‘Jehovah’s awful 
ways” and look to a.hieher god of nobler 
attributes and ‘‘saintly worth” for guid- 
ing inspiration to feed his soul with love 
and charity for his fellowman. i 

A. D. Swan. 


Patronize the Freethought Press and 
Literature. f 
Omana, Neg., Deo. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The manner in which THE 
TRUTH SEEKER disposed of the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean’s criticism of Colonel'sInger- 
soll's lecture on the Bible is alone worth the 
price of a year'ssubseription. Itisapleas- 
ure to every Freethinker who reads Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER to know that it can de- 
fend Freethought and its lecturers against 
such attacks, no matter from what source 
they come. Thus do we see the necessity 
of supporting to the full extent of our 
ability the Freethought journals. No 
activ and earnest Freethinker can afford 
to be without a paper representing our 
ideas, Freethought books and works on 
science are also very essential The cost 
is little, the information is valuable, 
Through our press and literature the un- 
informed may learn what Freethought 
and soienee hav done for the human race 
in the past, and what they are doing at the 
present time. And this literature should 
not be stowed away in book-cases while 
there can be found anyone who is willing 
and anxious t» read it. The request of 
Tue Tauta Seeker that each subscriber 
who feels so disposed make one of his 
friends a present of three months’ subscrip- 
tion is a most excellent idea. After reading 
it three months they will, as the paper 
says, ‘‘ want to take it right along.” 

Tus TRUTH SEEKER is doing splendid 
missionary work with Paine’s ‘‘ Age of 
Reason.” As the irresistible forces of 
nature grind down great hills and moun- 
tains, whose matter is deposited on ocean’s 
bed, so will Paine’s great flow of reason’s 
argument crush to atoms every supersti- 
tion, and bury lifeless dogmas in the sea 
of common sense. Preachers and others 
may indulge in the dishonorable (yet 
purely orthodox) warfare of slandering 
and vilifying the author of this work, yet 
his argument stands like Gibraltar, un- 
shaken and unshattered; an impregnable 
defense of intellectual liberty—a death- 
dealing battery against hypocrisy and su- 
perstition. 

Let Freethinkers therefore stand by it, 
and assist Taz TRUTH SEEKER in placing 
it in the hands of all who are in search of 
truth. Let us giv the people all the light 
we can; one little Freethought book cost- 
ing ten cents, or even less, might be the 
means of lighting from dark superstition 
a mind which in return might some day 
illumin the world, If the Christian church 


is the ‘‘ divine ” institution which its fol- 


lowers claim, with heaven's code of laws, 
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its rule and guide, and heaven’s wisdom 
pouring in its lap, why is it that it losesin - 
power and influence as people become ed- 
ueated? When this church held the scep- 
ter of power, it sought to strangle science 
while struggling in its cradle. Now, that 
same church, in order to entertain its con- 
gregations, is frequently compelled to 
teach science itself, in the face of the fact 
that it formerly treated such an act as a 
crime punishable by imprisonment, tor- 
iure, and sometimes death. When did 
this ‘‘divine” church discover that the 
science of Galileo, C>pernicus, Bruno, 
and others, might with safety be taught in 
its ** divine" pulpits? 

In the ‘‘ blessed age” of the Thumb- 
screw and Rack, eminent philosophers, 
scientists, and Freethinkers were thrown — 
to the hogs. as it were, while illiterate 
and cruel Christians were molded iuto 
saints. A few years ago the great Evolu- 
tionist and Agnostic, Darwin, died in Eng- 
land. What did the Chureh of England 
do? did it refuse the ‘‘hated Agnostic” 
the same sepulture as Christians? No; it 
clasped his remains to its bosom and, with 
imposing ceremonies, laid them to rest 
among its ‘‘ saints” in the sacred vaults of 
Westminster Abbey. Of course this was 
not done from any love that church hai 
for the great evolutionist; it simply wanted 
some good company. 

While this stupendous farcs was being 
played, hundreds of England’s pauver 
Christians were being carted to the pot- 
ter’s field. The church has been trying 
hard to become ‘‘well connected” in this 
country also. Christian historians hav 
claimed ever since the death of Abraham 
Lincoln, that he was a Christian; vet there 
is substantial proof that he was not. 

Preachers are now claiming that Thomas 
Jefferson was also a Christian, when every- 
one knows (even those who make the claim) 
that Jefferson was an ''Infidel." If the 
church cannot hav the support of a cele- 
brated mau while living, it comes in and 
claims him after he his dead. Like the 
pirate that it is, it wants to add character 
and standing to itself by plundering the 
treasure vaults of Freethought and science. 
The Christians hav always had a monopoly 
of saints, while their philosophers and 
scientists were few; still they tell us that 
to Ohristianity is due the credit of our 
splendid civilization. This modest claim 
sounds well, when it is known to all who 
read history that had it not been for the 
doz-in-the-manger policy of the Christians 
the world would hav passed eight hundred 
years ago or more the milestone of prog- 
ress it has reached to day. Preachers now 
tell us from their pulpits that the charch 
and science are going ‘‘hand in hand.” 
This is very kind on the part of Christian- 
ity; it always was kind, especially to 
science, nevertheless, science refuses to 
go hand in hand with the church, and not 
without good reasons. Itrefuses to extend 
its stainless hand to its lifelong perseeutor. 
It positivly declines the company of a 
church, the very tolling of whose bells 
awakens in the heart of every friend of lib- 
erty, shuddering memories of commingled 
blood and tears, 

While much remains to be accomplished, 
we hav reasons for believing that our work 
is, at least, undsr good headway. The 
darkest clouds hav passed from the horizon 
of our hope, and the Star of Liberty, our 
beacon light, is seen bayond the mist. 
The earth is carpeted with ‘‘ holy litera- 
ture," but myth and fable, even clothed in 
heavenly garb, must perish at the hands 
of Truth and Science. The siege guns of 
heaven (the throne and pulpit) are being 
stripped by man of power which they at 
one time claimed to come direct from God. 
The march of truth and science is irresist- ^ 
ible. The foe has been driven from his 
strongest works, and one by one the cita- 
dels of superstition crumble. An anxious 
and admiring world awaits with radiant 
hope the future fruits of science, whose 
search-lights girdle earth from sea to sea; 
in stellar space they leap from sun to 
sun, and read the ‘story of the peaceful 
stars. J. M. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By Prov. F. W. Nuwaraw. Price 35 sents. 
Address THE THUTE;SEEKER,. 
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Children’s (Sorner. 
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117 THE BLESSING OF TO-DAY. In the Gloaming. 


When memory’s veil is thrown aside, 
And we recall old things anew, 
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And Kenilworth’s old lofty pile 
Presents again the scenes of yore, 
When England's Queen in royal style 
Reigned over Britain's fateful shore, 
And banquets held in halls of state 
For revelers mid follies vain, 
Pursued the mirage, which grim fate 
Could turn from joy to moans of pain, 
As pleasures built upon the sands, 
Are razed by heart-inflaming brands. 


ae 
The Inquirendo Club. 
IX.— CONTINUED. 

“ What is the term ‘fairy,’ signifying a 
sprite, derived from?" asked Lillie. ‘It 
owes its origin to ancient traditions re- 
garding fays, derived from Fate, the god 
dess of destiny. Fairies, or elves, were 
supposed to be supernatural beings, gener- 
ally of human form, but diminutiv size." 

** Hans Christian Andersen wrote about 
them, did he not?" asked Ralph. 

** His tales were fantastic," was the an- 
swer. ‘* But he dwelt more upon allego- 
ries than superstitious lore. His work 
upon ‘The Dying Child’ is widely circu. 
lated, and translated into various lan 
guages; a sweet romanco where tendsr- 
ness and pathos is strangely mingled with 
the weird and supernatural." 

** Goethe’s ‘Faust’ is written after that 
style, is it not?" was the next question. 

** Yes, Goethe’s Mephistopheles or devil 
is borrowed from the German legends. 
It is a masterly work, and is read in all 
the countries on the globe. Dr. Faustus 
was a traditional being, celebrated in 
powers of black art, and had the ability to 


raise or conjure up the devil, with whom . 
he entered into a contract for twenty-four ::.. 


years, obtaining during that time his fill From the “COSMIAN HYMN BOOK.” 


. of earthly pleasure, but forced to sur- 
render up at-the end of that time his soul 
to the great enemy. Goethe only illus- 
trated the legends of his country, but he 
did so in such a masterly dramatic manner 
as to make his name famous in all the 
world's history." 

** Who was Guy Fawkes?” asked Arthur. 

t Guy Fawkes, properly Guido, was a 


Catholic and a victim of the Reformed! 


Catholic church. He attempted to blow ! 
up the king and his parliament, but was 
caught, tried, and sentenced. Public 
opinion was bitterly against him, and they 
burned him in effigy in several large cities, 
in London, particularly, where they car- 
ried a grotesque figure stuffed with straw 
through the streets, finally committing it 
to the flames. In 1600 they were scarcely 
more barbarous than in 1800, when a sov- 
ereign’s assassination thrilled the country 
with horror, and in vengeance they 
seized upon the hapless murderer, tortur- 
ing him as they tortured Guy Fawkes.” 

‘© What is meant by the Black Rood of 
Scotland?” asked Ernestine. 

**Tt was an ancient relic belonging to 
the Scottish kings. Princess Margaret 
was the one who introduced the emblem, 
and the Scotch came to regard it with rev- 
erence andawe. Many stories were circu- 
lated concerning it, and many supersti- 
tions originated from it. After the 
Reformation, however, it disappeared, 
and the Scotch lost trace of it altogether. 
It consisted of a cross and chain, the 
former supposed to hav been part of the 
cross of Calvary’s crucified savior.” 

“Oan anyone tell me what was the 
favorit expression of Hans Christian An- 
dersen?" and before anyone could reply 
she volunteered the information herself, 
«Auf Wiedersehn, We hope to meet 
again. Listen: 

O crimson mist of morning sweet! 

O beauteous blossoms 'neath our feet! 

O light of hope, so deified, 

The crown of beauty, glorified! 

Sounds so glorious and sublime, 

Mingle with the rhythmic chime; 

And nature, glorious, serene, 

Fulfill the mandate of her queen: 
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Strange that summer skies and sun-shine 


Nev- erseem one half so fair, 
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2 Let us gather up the sunbeams 
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Lying all around our path; 
Let us keep the wheat and roses, 


Casting out the 


thorns and chaff; 


Let us find our sweetest comfort 
Ín the blessings of to-day; 
With a patient hand removing 


f 


All the briars fr 
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There brightest days unknown to pain, 
Will erown our life, auf wiedersehn. 


O golden days with shadows fleet! 

O promised bliss in colors sweet! 

O glorious beauty still denied, 

The path of rapture far descried! 

Oh, patience, calm, unmoved, alone, 
Still waits upon her barren throne; 

Still waits that blithesome, happy day, 
When that bleak stone be rolled away; 
And the glad'ning sun shines forth again 
In our happy dawn, auf wiedersehn. 


Whether upon his barren breast, 
Grewsome winter hàs sunk to rest; 
Or June's sweet odorous colors rolled 
On earth's green garments manifold, 
Has granted autumn's winds of cold, 
Freedom to sweep across the wold; 
Or timid spring’s aweet gentle reign, 
Is herald of pleasure’s wanton train, 
Still will we smile, despite of pain, 
And cherish still, auj wiedersehn.” 


** Did you write that yourself, Ernie?" 
asked Florence, and when she laughingly 
replied in the affirmativ, Florence seemed 
about to speak, when the musical clock 
softly tolled the hour of four, and the 
meeting was broken up. Ipa BALLOU. 

— ü -— 
Correspondence. 


Mripwar, Ky.. Dec. 8, 1894. 

My Dear Miss Wixon: It is such a 
pleasure to be able to express one's opin- 
ions freely and without fear. For unless 
we are perfectly sincere and honest in 
what we profess to believe, we take 
from character its very foundation stone; 
and under such circumstances we cannot 
expect to make any marked progress in 
moral attainment or intellectual worth. 

Truth is a thing to be sought; falsehood 
a thing to be scorned. 

George Eliot was once asked her rea- 
song for not accepting Christianitv, and 
she gave what she thought was sufficient 
answer to cover every mantal, moral, and 
physical ground. The reply was, ‘‘ Be- 
cause it is not true.” 

The wrong that lies in allowing the ten- 
derest, sweetest hopes of the human heart 
to cluster around a falsehood should be 
impressed npon the minds of children 
when they first begin to think, and they 
will respect their parents all the more 


when they grow old. Children hav the 


'om our way. 
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Compiled by L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. 


right to know the truth, and it is their 
parents’ duty to tell them the truth. 
Nothing is so injurious as a lie, no matter 
how divine it may claim to be. It wounds 
a child's moral conscience at the very 
outset. 


And what is learnt in childish years 
Deep graven on the mind appears 
Our whole life's journey through. 


The destruction of falsehood is the first 
step toward ethical culture. 

I think that the young boys, readers of 
Tue Taur& SEEKER, who are growing to 
manhond, aud are soon to take their places 
in the Freethought ranks, should become 
advocatesof woman suffrage, and never for- 
sake the cause until masculin domination 
has ceased to be, for not only willequality 
make homes happier, but the direstion of 
female energy toward government affairs, 
instead of missionary meetings, wili little 
by little lower the mereury of church 
power and hasten the advent of that glori- 
ous day when humanity will be the only 
religion, and prayer and creed a thing of 
the past. 

You asked me to tel you about Free- 
thought in the Blue Grass, but I fear my 
information on that score would not be 
very edifying, for few rays of light pene- 
trate the darkness and gloom of orthodox 
Kentucky; besides, our country is noted 
for its gambling, horse-racing, and the 
manufacture of whisky. It has been only 
a very few months since an Infidel was in- 
dicted for ‘‘ blasphemy.” 

The one to whom I refer is Mr. C. C. 
Moore. known as the Infidel editor of the 
Blue Grass Blade and author of the ** Ra- 
tional View." Mr.Mooreis certain of doing 
his duty, not alone in destroying relig- 
ious fanaticism, but in contributing what 
he can toward the construction of a sys- 
tem of ethics and reform that isto wipe 
out the vice and vanity of modern society, 
and finally awaken and regenerate all the 
sons and danghters of men. He is work- 
ing for those of whom the Nazarene said: 
** Pray, you who hav not sinned, first cast 
the stone.” 

The opposition he has encountered in 
movements of reform only shows how an 
-unbeliever is held in our country; the 
hatred and contumely dealt out to one who 
bravely refuses to submit to church au- 
thority and knows no guide save the royal 
banner of truth. Persecution for relig- 
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ion's sake still hardens and deforms the 
minds of men. 

Our minds revert with terror to those 
poor wretches whom our forefathers tor- 
tured with thumbscrew, rack,- and pin- 
cers; to the brave. the noble, and the just 
who perished in dungeons and burned at 
stake because they were brave enough to 
giv their honest thoughts. It was not 
until science began to creep slowly in that 
perecution grew less intense. for the more 
secure the foundation of religion, the less 
brotherly feeling there exists in the hearts 
of men; and Christendom would do the 
same to-day if she only had the chance, 
for she has never ceased to pour out the 
venom of her tongue against unbelievers 
ever since Magellan made that magnificent 
voyage around the world. If I remember 
aright, it was he who said: ‘‘ The church 
says that the earth is fiat, but I hav 
seen its shadow on the moon, and I hav 
more confidence in a shadow than in the 
church.” 

I wish there were more such spirits to- 
day. But my letter grows long. With 
best love for yourself and the children of 
the Corner, I am sincerely, 

Max L. COLLINS. 

[My dear May, your thoughtful com- 
munications are interesting and attractiv. 
We shall always be pleased to hear from 
you.—Ep. C. C.] 

SENT aS 

f Merit is Essential. 

Consumers bav a habit of determining by ex- 
periment whether an article of food is pure, 
wholesome, convenient, and economical. Bor- 
den’s Peerless Brand Evaporated Cream pos- 
sesses intrinsic merit. Will stand every test. 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Retchwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


7 Frits and Vegetables, 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 


BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY. 


SPECIALTIES : 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 
anges, Lemons, Cranberries Finespples, 
Grapes, Peaches, Pears, Plums, el. 
ons, Apvies, Berries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbager, Cucumbers, Toma- 
toes, Celery, Beets, Carrots, Turnips, 
opcorn, Squash Crab Ap- 

ples, Égg Plant. 


Special attention paid to filling orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese. and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 
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Something —. 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 
THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 
For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 


‘ked and not ashamed.” 


There is something of “ Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, ‘and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


ALL styles of watches from #188 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo., 9 Murray 
street. New York. 52119 
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From Columbus to Ingersoll —o-=<-- By Samuel Porter Putnam - 


Large Octavo, 165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. Price, $5; with The 
‘Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF.TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 
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ra HE R UTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 
: that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 


for delivery. 


For more than twelve months Four HuxpRED Years orf- 


Freetnovent has been advertised, and if it had appeared a8 originally de- 


signed it might hav been out half a year ago. 


The Prospectus has stated 


all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, togethe 

with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called «half-tone" pictures, like those in 


ea 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist’s and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four Huxpnzp Years or FazrTHOUGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 


ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. 


With this history are given 


sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 


ment. 


It unites the past and the present. 


It is a world book and a home 


book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the FreethoughtPress. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50, l 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 Larayerta Praon, New Yos 


At the Book Table. 


** The object of the following essay is to 
set tbe principle of animals’ rights on a 
consistent and intelligible footing, ta 
show that this principle underlies the va- 
rious efforts of humanitarian reformers, 
and to make a clearance of the comfort- 
able fallacies which the apologists of the 
present system hav industriously accumu- 
lated. While not hesitating to speak 
strongly when occasion demanded, I hav 
tried to avoid the tone of irrelevant re- 
crimination so common in these contro- 
versies, and thus to giv more unmistakable 
emphasis to the vital point at issue. We 
hav to decide, not whether the practice of 
fox-hunting, for example, is more, or less, 
cruel than vivisection, but whether aii 
practices which inflict unnecessary pain 
on sentient beings are not incompatible 
with the higher instincts of humanity.” 
So writes the Freethinker, Henry S. Salt, 
in the preface to the excellent little work* 
which we are examining. The author 
asks—‘‘ Hav the lower animals ‘ rights ’?” 
and he answers—‘* Undoubtedly—if men 
hav." This last is the point he wishes to 
make evident in his first chapter. He does 
not discuss the abstract theory of natural 
rights, which is at present looked upon 
with suspicion and disfavor by many so- 
cial reformers, since it is often made to 
cover extravagant and contradictory as- 
sertions, but while its phraseology is con- 
fessedly ‘‘vague and perilous, there is 
nevertheless a solid truth underlying it— 
a truth which has always been clearly ap- 
prehended by the moral faculty, however 
difficult it may be to establish it on an un- 
assailable logical basis. If men hav not 
*rights'—well, they hav an unmistakable 
intimation of something very similar; a 
sense of justice which marks the boundary- 
line where acquiescence ceases and resist- 
ance begins; a demand for freedom to liv 
their own life, subject to the necessity of 
respecting the equal freedom of other 
people.” Herbert Spencer says: ‘‘ Every 
man is free to do that which he wills, 
provided he infringes not the equal lib- 
erty of any other man. * Whoever 
admits that each man must hav a certain 
restricted freedom, asserts that it is right 
that he should hav this restricted freedom, 
: and hence the several particular 
freedoms deducible may fitly be called, 
as they commonly are called, his rights.” 
Mr. Salt is aware that the fitness of this 
nomenclature is disputed, but until some- 
thing better is found he will hold, with 
the author of the Synthetic Philosophy, 
that men hav ‘“‘ rights,” and will contend 
that the controversy over the term is 
**]ittle else than an academic battle over 
words,” and we heartily agree with him. 
Thig decision reached, Mr. Salt asks—‘‘ If 
men hav rights, hav animals their rights 
also?” 

The Buddhist and Pythagorean canons, 


* Animals’ Right, Oonsidered in Rela- 
tion to Social Progress. With a Bio- 
raphical Appendix, By Henry S. Salt. 
lso an Essay on Vivisection in America. 
By Albert Leffingwell, M.D. New York 
and London: Macmillan & Co. — Cloth, 
joe 176 pp. Price, 75 cents. For sale 
ere, : 


** dominated perhaps by the creed of rein- 
carnation,” included the injunction **not 
to kill or injure any innocent animal.” 
But Rome aiso pleaded tor mercy and 
justice. Its humanitarian philosophers 
* among whom Seneca and Plutarch and 
Porphyry were the most conspicuous, took 
still higher ground in preaching humanity 
on the broadest principle of universal be- 
nevolence. ‘Since justice is due to ra- 
tional beings,’ wrote Porphyry, ‘ how is it 
possible to evade the admission that we 
are bound also to act justly towards the 
races below us?’” But during the suprem- 
acy of the church, from the fourth to the 
sixteenth centuries, little attention was 
paid to the question of the rights and 
wrongs of the animal tribes. With the 
Reformation and the revival of learning, 
came also a revival of humanitarian feel- 
ing, as is indicated by passages in Erasmus 
and More, Shakspere and Bacon, ‘‘but it 
was not until the eighteenth century, the 
age of enlightenment and ‘sensibility,’ of 
which Voltaire and Rousseau were the 
spokesmen, that the rights of animals ob- 
tained more deliberate recognition. From 
the great revolution of 1789 dates the 
period when the world-wide spirit of hu- 
manitarianism, which had hitherto been 
felt by but one man in à million—the thesis 
of the philosopher or the vision of the 
poet—began to disclose itself, gradually 
and dimly at first, as an essential feature 
of democracy.” In England a great and 
far-reaching effact was produced by the 
publication of Paine’s ' Rights of Man” 
and Mary Wollstonecraft’s ** Vindication 
of the Rights of Woman." ‘Looking 
back now, after the lapse of a hundred 
years, we can see that a still wider exten- 
sion of the theory of rights was thenceforth 
inevitable. In fact, such a claim was an- 
ticipated —if only in bitter jest —by a con- 
temporary writer, who furnishes us with a 
notable instance of how the mockery of 
one generation may become the reality of 
the next. There was published anony- 
mously in 1792 a little volume entitled ** A 
Vindication of the Rights of Brutes,"a 
reductio ad absurdum of Mary Woilstone. 
eraft's essay, written, as the author informs 
us, *to evince by demonstrativ arguments 
the perfect equality of what is called the 
irrational species to the human.’ The 
further opinion is expressed that, ‘after 
these wonderful productions of Mr. Paine 
and Mrs. Wollstonecraft such a theory 
as the present seems to be necessary.’ 
It was necessary; and a very short 
term of years sufficed to bring it into 
effect." Among those who had already 
spoken for the rights of animals was 
the Freethinking jurist, Jeremy Ben- 
tham. The effest of the works of ‘Thomas 
Paine and Mary Wollstonecraft forcibly 
illustrates the truth of Mr. Tucker’s aph- 
orism that ‘tall the tyrannies, like all the 
liberties, stand or fall together." 

Mr. Salt finds that most of the excuses 
for the cruel treatment of the lower forms 
of life can be traced back to one of two 
sources. The first is the religious notion 
which predicates immortality for man but 
denies it to other animals. This givs the 
cruel believer a chance to plead in justifi- 
cation of his atrocities that his victims 
** hay no souls,” a plea often heard in Italy 


and other countries where cruelty to ani- 


mals has reached its greatest depth of cal- 
lousness and gleeful depravity, It is this 
country—Italy—so long church-cursed— 
that has given to the world the most cold- 
blooded of the viviseotors. Of this relig- 
ious excuse for cruelty, Mrs. Jameson 
says: ‘‘It should seem as if the primitiv 
Christians, by laying so much stress upon 
a future life, in contradistinction to this 
life, and placing the lower creatures out of 
the pale of hope, placed them at the same 
time out of the pale of sympathy, and thus 
laid the foundation for this utter disregard 
of animals in the light of our fellow-creat- 
ures.” The other cause of the indifference 
of the Western peoples to the sufferings of 
the animals, is the theory of Descartes and 
his followers that the lower forms of life 
are devoid of consciousness and feeling. 
Animals were declared to be mere ‘‘ ani- 
mated machines,” which in no real sense 
could be said to live at all. Voltaire ridi- 
culed the absurd Cartesian dogma; Schop- 
enhauer characterized it as ** a doctrin re- 
volting, gross, aud barbarous, peculiar to 
the West, and having its root in Judaism," 
while the scientist George J. Romanes de- 
clares that ‘‘ the theory of animal automat- 
ism, which is usually attributed to Des- 
cartes, can never be accepted by common 
sense.” Upon this Mr. Salt comments: 
**Yet it is to be feared that it has done 
much, in its time, to harden ‘scientific’ 
sense against the just complaints of the 
victims of human arrogance aud oppres- 
sion.” Lecky is quoted as Saying that the 
benevolent affections which embraced at 
first only the family were gradually ex- 
tended to include the class, the nation, a 


| coalition of nations, all humauity, and 


finally its inflaence is felt in man’s dealings 
with the lower animals. The course of 
evolution has been from a vague sympathy 
to a definit recognition of ‘‘rights.” **Op- 
pression and cruelty are invariably founded 
on & lack of imaginativ sympathy; i 
when once the sense of affinity isawakened, 
the knell of tyranny is sounded and the 
ultimate concession of ‘rights’ is simply a 
matter of time." Even such a thinker as 
Aristotle seriously pondered the question 
whether a slave could in any sense be con- 
sidered a man. 

Referring to the common plea that suf- 
fering is necessary as a “‘disciplin,” our 
author observes with justifiable causticity 
that **it is, perhaps, à mere coincidence, 
but it has been observed that those who 
are most forward to disallow the rights of 
others, and to argue that suffering and 
subjection are the natural lot of all living 
things, are usually themselvs exempt from 
the operation of this beneficent law, and 
that the beauty of self-sacrifice is most 
loudly belauded by those who profit most 
largely at the expense of their fellow- 
ereatures," In this class are necessarily 
included the sportsmen and vivisectors. 
In answer to the charge of **sentimental- 
ity " made against the friends of animals, 
Mr. Salt pithily and justly remarks that 
the only way to avoid the false sentimen- 
tality of the philanthropists on the one 
hand and the equally false sentimentality 
of the '*men of the world," whose only 
regard is for themselvs, on the other, is 
**to take up a consistent position towards 
the rights of men and of the lower animals 
alike and to cultivate a broad senseof uni- 


versal justice (not ‘mercy ’) for all living 
things. Herein, and herein alone, is to 
besought the true sanity of temperament." 
The rights of animals are not antagonistic 
to the rights of men. It is a fallacy to 
suppose that we must study human rights 
first and leave the other question to be 
solved hereafter. Itis only by a wide and 
disinterested study of both subjacts that a 
solution of either is possible. 

So much in examination of the general 
law of **rights"' in its application to men 
and to the lower animals. The remaining 
chapters of the book take up in order the 
particular applieations of the lawin a num- 
ber of cases hereinafter mentioned. Chap- 
ter II. deals with the case of the domestic 
animals; Chapter III. with the case of wild 
animals; Chapter IV. treats of the slaugh- 
ter of animals for food; Chapter V. ex- 
poses the horrors of sport or amateur 
butchery; here Mr. Salt aptly says, refer- 
ring to the **sporting instinct,” that ‘‘the 
sportsman, by force of habit, or by force 
of hereditary influence, caunot understand 
or sympathize with the suffering he causes, 
and being, in the great majority of in- 
stances, a man of slow perception, he nst- 
urally finds it much easier to follow the 
hounds than to follow an argument,” 
Chapter VI. has to do with murderous mil- 
linery; Chapter VIL exposes the torture 
chambers of the scientific experimentalist. 
In this connection Mr. Salt quotes Miche- 
let as follows: ‘‘The child disports him- 
self, shatters, and destroys; he finds his 
happiness in undoing. And sciences, in its 
childhood, does the same. It cannot study 
unless it kills. The sole use which it makes 
of a living mind is, in the first place, to 
dissect it. None carry into scientific pur- 
suits that tender reverence for life which 
nature rewards by unveiling to us her 
mysteries.” Chapter V (IL. lays down the 
lines of reform, aud in the Appsndix we 
hav the bibliography of the rights of ani- 
mals. In the Second Part of the volume 
—‘* Viviseotion in America”—Dr, Albert 
Loffing well givs the status of the Scientific 
Inquisition in the United States and tells 
what our colleges are doing for the hu- 
manization of the youth of the land. He 
also quotes Lawson Tait, one of the most 
eminent surgeons of Great Britain, as fol- 
lows: ‘‘ Like every member of my profes- 
sion I was brought up in the belief that 
many of our most valued means of saving 
life and diminishing suffering had resulted 
from experiments on the lower animals. I 
now know that nothing of the sort is true 
concerning surgery; I do not believe vivi-^ 
section has helped the surgeon one bit; 
and I know it often ‘ed me astray.” Dr. 
Leffingwell wields a forceful pen and he 
does not indulge in hap-hazard statement 
or uséless denunciations. He says that 
frightful crimes are committed in the name 
of science, and he amply proves all that 
he asserts. 

Every father and mother, every young 
man and woman, should carefully read 
“Animals Rights." The questions dis- 
cussed are among the gravest that con- 
front this and coming generations. 
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Diseases io any address by the 
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N ot for Parsons. 


Nor long ago, the Rev. Dr. MacGregor, 
of St. Cuthbert's, Edinburgh, desiring to 
pray for the miners, added to the petition 
in the Litany for ‘‘those who travel by 
land and sea,” the words ‘‘and for all 
those whose labor is underground.” The 
good doctor, remembering that the miners 
were on a strike, after some hesitation, 
added, ** when at work.” 


An OmnmrHopoxisT's Prayer. — O sin 
tormented King of Souls, who hung aban 
doned on the Holy Cross, whose dying 
semblance hangs before my eyes, eternal 
Victor and Redeemer, merciful Omnipo- 
tence, save me, Thy worm, from tolerance! 
Make me irt^í^»:rt, O Lord, of what is 
contrary £o Thy Ohurch's law. Make me 
intolerant of Thy enemies, O sorrow- 
crowned, abandoned King, crowned now 
with power! Lord, make me narrow. 
Narrow my heart that I may wish for 
nothing outside of my narrow love for 
Thee. Narrow my thoughts that they may 
never stray outside Thy narrow truth. 
Narrow my rule of life that I may never 
violate Thy narrow ordinance. Narrow 
my hearing that I may hear nought but 
Thy still small voice in the narrow search: 
ing of my soul. Narrow my sight that I 
may never see outside Thy narrow way 
which leadeth unto everlasting life.— C. 
de Biddle Cope, in ‘At Century’s Ebb.” 


A ao0D-HEARTED curate, who firmly be- 
lieved that God was continually working 
miracles to enable him to help the needy, 
and who seldom had a coin in his pocket, 
though he was never devoid of the fire of 
charity in his heart, was accosted one day 
by a beggar woman. He pleaded utter 
lack of money, and sadly turned aside; 
but on the mendicant beseeching him to 
search his pockets, he hopelessly put his 
hand in oneand to hisamazement and joy, 
found afive-shilling piece there. **Another 
of God's miracles!" he exclaimed; and 
then, addressing the woman, ‘‘ This coin 
belongs to you, of right. Take it, and go 
in peace." Having told the story & few 
hours later to hijs worldly-minded parish 
priest, and suggested that they should 
both go down on their knees and render 
thanks to God, a strange, unpleasant light 
suddenly broke on the mind of the shrewd 
pastor, who exclaimed in accents not sug- 
gestiv of thanksgiving: ‘‘Good God! Are 
those my breeches that you've on you?"— 
Contemporary Review. 


Max O'Rzzn telis this story about him- 
self. I had just returned fo the hotel 
after having given a lecture on the Scotch 
at the town hall I was half undressed 
when there came 4 knock at my bedroom 
door. It wasa waiter bearing a card. The 
Presbyterian minister of the town wished 
to see me at once on a very urgent matter. 
I bid the waiter show the reverend gentle- 
man np. A man of about fifty, in the 
usual black ecclesiastical coat and white 
cravat, and holding 9 soft felt hat, ap- 
peared in the doorway, wearing a sad face. 
I recognized him as one of my audience 
that evening. ‘*‘Excuse my costume,” I 
began, **but you wished to speak to me 
on urgent business and I thought best not 
io make you wait.” ''There is nothing 
the matter with your dress," he broke in. 
**'This is not an affair of the body but of 
the soul. I hav come to pray for you." 
I was taken a little by surprise and felt a 
trifle discountenanced, but I quickly re- 
gained my composure. ‘‘ Why, certainly,” 
I said, ‘‘ with the greatest pleasure if it 
can make you happy." He knelt, put his 
elbows on the bed, buried his head in his 
hands and began: ‘‘ Lord, this man whom 
thou seest near me is not a sinful man; he 
is suffering from the evil of the century; 
he has not been touched by thy grace; he 
is a stranger, come from a country where 
religion is turned to ridicule. Grant that 
his travel through our godly lands may 
bring him into the narrow way that leads 
to everlasting life." The prayer, most of 
which I spare yo" lasted at least ten min- 
utes. When he had finished, my visitor 
rose and held out his hand. I shook it. 
‘‘And now," said I, **allow me to pray for 
you." He signified consent by a move- 
ment of the hand. I did not go on my 
knees, but with all the fervor that is in me 
I cried: ‘‘ Lord, this man whom thou seest 
beside me is not a sinful man. Hav mercy 
upon him, for he is a Pharisee, who doubts 
not for one moment, and that without 
knowing me, that he is better than I. 
Thou who hast sent in vain thy son on 
earth to east out the Pharisee, let thy 
grace descend upon this one; teach him 
that the foremost Christian virtue is char- 
ity, and that the greatest charity is that 
which teaches us that we are no better 
than our brethren. This man is blinded 
by pride; eonvince him, open his eyes, 
pity him, and forgiv him, as I forgiv him. 
Amen." I looked at my good Presbyte- 
rian. He was rooted tothe floor, amaze- 
ment written on his face. I once more 
took hia hand and shook it. ‘‘And now,” 
seid I, ‘‘ we are quits. Good-night,” He 
went away somewhat abashed, pocketing 
the mild reproof.—Lachange, 


TISSSS 


[ees SS 


=f 


E 


| 
ij 
| 
n 
| 
| 
j 
| 
H 
| 
| 


Y " + 
iFreethi 


3l 


IUE E 


S (ey 


G 


PAGE. 
Calendar for 1895; - . . - s 
Freethought in the United States, 17 
The Old and the New. Robert G. 
Ingersoll, - - - - - 
What the Church Has Not Done 
for Woman. Matilda Jostyn Gage 
Progress of Science. James B. Al- 
exander, - - - - - - 55 
What Are Women Here For? 


Sot SS 


eS SS 


———————————— 


Mi Helen H. Gardener, - - =- 65 
i The Three Voices. A Poem. - 73 
A Queer God and His Queer Book. 

John Peck, - æ =- =- - 74 
=| What WeStand For. Henry Rowley. 85 


Xo 
ok 


p 
SEF 
con 
k 
N 
CD 
CD 
WW 
CD 
pd 
= 
5 
es 
[e 


— AND—— 


ulers 


(E. M. 
CONTENTS. 


Od 
SH 
Ul 


———— — v9 


NEW YORK: 


cS 


AS 


TJ (c 


— 
d 


Ie 


ETE ES e 


295.) 


PAGE. 
Freethought in the Church and in 


i 
the Higher Literature. <A, H. 
Hamilton, - - - - - 9o [n 

Education of Children. Susan H. | H 
Wixon, - - - - - - 95 i 

Secular Sunday Schools. Katie 


€— 


"EE 


Kehm Smith, - - - - 
The Freethought Federation of 
America Samuel P. Putnam. 
The One-Horned Ox. George E. 


104 


ilo 


1f2z7 


Macdonald, m ar eu dus 117 
Blasphemy. Judge Parker’s De- t 
cision in the Case of C. C. Moore, 124 i 
u 


Freethought Societies, Schools, 
and Lecturers, - e * 


=] 


z 


pu 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


PAST ISSUES OF THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS' ALMANAC. 


Twenty-five 


1884 —CONTENTS. 

Calendar for 1884; The Old Free Enquirers’ As- 
sociation of New York, and the Duty of Support- 
ing the Liberal Press. by Peter Eckler; Ten Years 
of Freethought, by G. E. M.; New York State 
Freethinkers’ Association, by H. L Green; The 
National Liberal League, by T, C. Leland; The 
Progress of Liberal Thought in Canada, by Chas. 
Stevens; Paine Memorial, by Josiah P. Mendum: 
Foreign Freethought Societies; Meditations of 
a Hindoo Prince and Skeptic; The Ideal World, by 
-amuel P. Putnam; What is True Religion? by 
O. Watts; Industrial Education, by W. S. Bell; 
Sword and Pen, by G. E. Macdonald; This World, 
by George Chainey; Agnosticism and Immortal- 
ity, by E. M. Macdonald; 1:88 in England: Its 
Struggles and Its Work; ‘Liberal Charities; No- 
ted Freethinkers and Reformers; The population 
of our Sates and Territories; The Jewish Jeho- 
vah; That Old Serpent which is Satan and the 
Devil; Some Ancient and Modern Schools of 
Philosophy; The Sacred Books of History; Jef- 
ferson’s Religion; Useful Measures; As to Time; 
Big Jack Small, 

With Eighteen Full page Ittustrations, 


1885—CONTENTS: : 

Calendar for 1885; Freethought in the United 
States, 1884: The National Liberal League: The 
D. M. Bennett. Memorial; Inspiration, by Col. R. 
G. Ingersoll; Materialism, alias Atheism, by the 
Hon. Elizur Wright; Liberalism: What to Do 
aud How to Do It, by Charles Watts; A Dream of 
Earth and Man, by Courtlandt Palmer; An Eng- 
lish General Election Fifty Years Ago, by Thomas 
Mead; The Demands of Liberalism, by W. 8. 
Bush, Esq.; The New Apostolic Succession, by T. 
B. Wakeman. Esq.: Universal Mental Liberty. 
Tne Freethinkers’ Creed, by Horace Seaver; The 
Relation of Childhood to Freethought, by Susan 
H, Wixon; The New Civilization, by Stephen 
Pear! Andrews; The Moral Sphere of Liberalism, 
by Samuel P. Putram; Are We All Infants? by 
Coorge Macdonald; Maytime in Midwinter, by 
A. C. Swinburne, (Selected); Soul_ Hunger, by 
Elliot Preston; Liberalism. by Dr. J, L. York; A 
Difficulty and Its Remedy, by C B. Reynolds; 
4884: ts Story in England, by Charles Brad- 
augh. 


With Thirty-seven Portratts of Prominent Amer- 
tean Freethinkers, ana Numerous Iitustrations. 


1886—CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtisndt Palmer; 
my Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The Americau 
Secular Union; Statistics of our Poreign-born 
Population; The Curate of Churnside (Selected 
Story), by James Payne; How Voltaire Died, by 
the Editor; The Iron Virgin; Religions Divisions 
of the World; Paine Memorial Hall (Illustrated); 
The Btory of 1885; Immigration to the U. S. 1820- 


Cents Each. 


1884; Freethought in Australia: Freethought on 
the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; Religious Denominations; 
Area an? Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 
With Thirty Portratts of Distingutsned Euro- 
pean Freethinkers, Sctentists, and Phtloso- 
Dhers, and Numerous other Ittustrattons. 


1887 OUT OF PRINT. 


1888—CONTENTS: 

Calendar for 1888; Freethought in the U. S. 
1887; Bible Studies (Illustrated), George E. 
Macdonald—Moses, Adam The Forbidden Fruit, 
A Voice Walketh, Git! Agricultnre, The Decease 
of Adam, Adam's Sons Cain Abscondeth; The 
Heart of Man Groweth Wicked, The Flood Epi- 
sode, Man and Beast; Deism and Atheism, by 
Robert C Adams; Lifeina Trappist Movasterys. 
E.J. Bowt-ll; On Religion, Extract from Shelley; 
The American Secular Union, by Samuel v. Put- 
nam; International Freethought Congress; Sun- 
day Amusements, by F. M. Holland; The Blas- 
phemy Case; How the Layman is Deceived, by 
KW. M. Macdonald; A Horrible Man, by L. ^". 
Washburn; The Hindoo Theologian (Poem); The 
Protest (Poem); When Did Jehoshaphat Die? by 
$ n Remsburg; Subjects of Illusiration; Por- 
raits. 

With Twenty-four Poriratts af Dtstingutsned 

American Freethinkers, Sctentists, and Philos- 

ophers, and Numerous Other Iilustrations. 


ec. A. 8. U., Parker Pilsbury, Robert C. Adams, 
J. D. Shaw, F. M. Holland, E. B. Foote. Jr, M D., 
Lucy N. Colman, J. H. Bornham, L. K ash- 


reeman, Dr. 
Juliet H. Severence, Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Col. J R. 
Kelso, G. H, Dawes; The Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism; Ingersoll and Shakspere. 


With Itustrattons. 
1830—OUT OF PRINT. 


1891-CONTENTS: : 
Calendar for 1891; Freethought in the United 
States, 1890; Story of the Year Ábroad; Some 
Alaskan Myths. by Ida O. Craddock, Dorrenpond. 
ing Secretary of the A 8. U. (Illustrated); Anent 
Spooks: Where are They? by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; Where the Roman Catholics Got a Litany; 
Side Lights on South Sea Missions, by Ada 
Campbell (Illustrated); Disadvantages of Spec- 
ialism in the Advocacy of Reform, by A. B. Brad- 
ford; Shoutin’ Joe, by Watson Heston (Illus- 
trated); Gaining Ground in England. 
With ustrations, í 


There were no tssues Jor 1892, 1898, and 1894. 


Any Annual in Print Sent to Any Address for 25 Cents. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO., 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


SEND ME YOUR 


ORDERS! 


PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


New Model Otio Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel-finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 


‘GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof, 
silverine case, $19. In 8 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE, 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 

Regular Grade American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, ete. 


PRICES. 

7 jeweled 8oz. screw open face silverine case, 84,75 
7 "  Boz. E: a silver " 975 
7 “ jibyear " » gold-filled * 10.00 
7 as 20 cry at . Cy ao 18 00 
7 “ 15 " hunting y “14.00 
T7 14 20 . *- , f * 17 00 
7 " 20 " hunt., Louis xiv. gold-filled 20 00 
7 ^" kt. solid gold open face case 2800 
7 “ lkt. n hunting “ 85 00 
11 "  &1more; 15jeweled, $2.50 more. 

15 " adj, @4 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $6 more 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, etc. 

i PRICES. i MS 

j d in 20 year. plaiu or engraved, 11 
QI 20 full enga and scalloped. 15 00 
20 “ 14st. solid gold, - = 2000 
20 “ Mkt. e" heavy, 50 00 
$1 more. 


, 4 more. 
adj. 6 more. 


In fine plush cases per express prepaid. 
- CHAINS. 

Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4,and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 

The Freethought Badge and Charms. 

Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full eut diamond, $12. 

Charms.—10kt $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With' fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 

OUGHT Small Size Badge.— 
10kt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
With genuine chip dia- 
y mond, 36. With full cut 
Sia” genuine diamond, $10. 
Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full eut diamond, $15. 

The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 

Repvorp Pricz Li8T.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
I can save you money in anything in 
my line. 


at, 
Gn 


Y 


Orders filled same day received. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, ete. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler, 


Rochelle, Illinois. 
Established 1857. 


Gems of Ghought. 


Hw who loves truth hates the gods, in 
the singular as well as in the plural.— 
Schopenhauer, 


Tr is idle to attribute the destruction of 
superstition to the Reformation. Protest- 
ants were as superstitious as Catholics.— 
H. T. Buckle. 


THOUGH pure rectitude may be at pres- 
ent impracticable, it is requisit to know 
where the right lies, in order that the 
changes we make may be towards the 
right instead of away from it.—Herbert 
Spencer. 


Ovr moral world is dragged by oxen; it 
has no railroad speed. The railway 
carries men’s bodies rapidly, but it never 
interferes with the old slow speed of in- 
tellect. The intellect of the church always 
travels in the oxen’s cart.—David Swing. 


Was a certain quality of religion and 
a certain quality of law are conjointly 
utilized in elevating the morals and anni- 
hilating the evils of any community, hu- 
man lives are as bits of chaff between the 
upper and nether millstones of expedi- 
ency.—Hdgar L. Wakeman. 


Tare is something pathetic in the sim- 
plicity with which a narrow sitdent will 
judge the doctrins of a foreign religion by 
their antagonism or conformity to his own 
orthodoxy on points where utter differ- 
ence of opinion exists among the most 
learned and enlightened scholars.— Zylor. 


Nature knows no anniversaries. Her 
calendar is not marked with saints’ days 
and her chronology does not date from 
the birthtime of kings and of saviors. 
Humanity isa part of nature. Its mem- 
bers are children of the benignant mother. 
We swing with nature’s planets through 
infinit space, and our origin and destiny, 
like hers, are rooted not in time but in 
eternity. Infinity is our present home; 
eternal is our present life. — Unity. 


Ir would be infinitly better, therefore, 
if, instead of cramming little brains with 
** mysteries " which are incomprehensible, 
and dogmas which are absurd, the child 
were inspired with a love and & trust in 
truth, with an enthusiasm for what is 
good and noble and great. Far better 
than teaching him aright the details of the 
“Trinity puzzle” would it be to teach 
him that no harm can ever come from 
truth, and no good can ever come from 
falsehood. If a child be taught thus, he 
will require no obscurantist theology to 
make him a good and worthy citizen.— 
Frederick Ryan. 


Lvuorwrr began, mythologically, as a 
heavenly detectiv. He was the lawyer 
retained by the gods for the suppression 
of vice; and, from long engaging in that 
business, he came to love it. When he 
had nobody to accuse, he was in distress, 
and went about accusing innocent people. 
So he was called the accuser. And then 
he fell lower still, and went about tempt- 
ing people to sin, in order that he might 

rosecute them; and then he was called 

atan. That was the course of the first 
Vice Society, and the end of its attorney. 
—Moncure D. Conway. [And Anthony 
Comstock began where Satan left off.] 


One can say without exaggeration that 
the most religious times aud the most re- 
ligious peoples, or those in which or among 
whom the power of the church has been 
the strongest, hay, generally speaking, 
been the most immoral. One has evidence 
enough in the horrors of the Middle Ages, 
and if to-day it be otherwise, it is not to 
religion that we owe the change, but to 
the spread of education and the progress | 
of intelligence. Experience teaches us that | 
at all times the blackest crimes and the 
most degraded criminals hav been asso- 
ciated with excess of sanctity, and this 
among peoples generally, as in individ- 
uals,—Ludwig Büchner. 


Tux world is opening both eyes. What , 
does itsee? Not only the paltry influences | 
that parade among schoolmen, but great 
broad streams upon which common men 
and women are hastened to their enlarging | 
destiny. The church contributes some- 
thing—as much as could be expected 
through the thick crust which has nigh 
crushed out its life. The state, in spite of 
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Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local applications, as they cannot reach the 
diseased portion of $he ear, There is only one 
way to cure Deafness, and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafness is.caused by an in- 
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the 
Eustachian Tube, When this tube gets inflamed 
you have a rumbling sound or imperfect hearing. 
and when it is entirelv closed deatness is the re- 
-sult, and onless the inflamation can be taken out 
and this tube restored to its normal condition, 
hearing will be destroyed forever; nine cases out 
of ten are caused by catarrh, which is nothing 
but an inflamed condition of the mucous surfaces. 

e will giv One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness a igRused by catarrh) that cannot be 
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cured by H Catarrh Oure. Send for cirou- 
lars, free.. P. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 
i Sold by Druggists, 75c. 


its errors and crimes, throws its pebble in 
the cairn. But outside all formal institu- 
tions, however categoried, the thinking 
masses, the sincere and wholesome protest 
of the vast body who hav suffered the ills 
inherent to present conditions, provide the 
real assurances of development and safety. 
—Horace L, Traubel. 
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CHEAP SUBSTITUTES 
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A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Early History of Crristianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Fortn. 


By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D} 
PRICE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafavette place. New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


TH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
end no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 


10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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most convenient kind of storehouse 
for memoranda. The Columbia Desk 
Calendar is brightest and handsomest 
of all—full of dainty silhouettes 
and pen sketches and entertaining 
thoughts on outdoor exercise and 
sport. Occasionally reminds you of 
the superb quality of Columbia Bi- 
cycles and of your need of one. 
You won't object to that, of course. 
The Calendar will be mailed for five 
2-cent stamps. 

Address Calendar Department, 


` POPE MFG. CO., 


7 Mention this paper. Hartford, Conn, 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


** A good book written with a pnrpose." 
Price, % cents. 
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marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 

nese the Christ Principle, etc. W. L. T 
18:5... ree eren es "EM 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. ] 

Single numbers so‘d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con 
iaining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is divine book of 

ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterance? 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear expositior 


f the biblical story of man’s, * creation," anc 
S ourso,” theologically denominated " the fail 
Price, 10 cents. Tc 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fitty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology 
morals, and history.. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesns. A es 

tion of the assumption that he was & divine 

SERON. and that he was the fulfillment of Olo 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from 2 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and m p rd d 

dri T 
Address. Lafayette plaoe, New York: 


Researches in Oriental Hist 
Tenes In Urientali BISUI], 
EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 

WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edttton. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


e 


ers. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 


chapters. 
Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. 
Part Iv menos Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN TRE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the grestestargumentever madein acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded op every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents: in cloth. 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300 pp., #1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. -12mo, 383 PP., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


WITH DAUGHTER’S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 


A new edition of that splendid prose Roem, 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Oolonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who, now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 

THE THUTH SEEKER, 
92 Lefavatte niasa, Now Fark 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B, moss. 


With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


Coxtents—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. Uriginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Mediey of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's Evidences of 
Ohristianity”” Examined. The Testimony of 
Pauni. Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

Price, Cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


$ DO YOU WANT IT 29 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. o experience New Tariff Ball giyes 
unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted, Manafactarers, 
P. 0. Hox 5308, Boston, M ran. 
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y giving causes and sy mptoris of unc uw- 
SON B plaints, and a description of the Doctor’s 
mportant medical discovery—an Out- 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existeuce—with evidences of suc- 
cess, Address DR, R. P, FELLOWS, 


Say where you saw this adver,- Vineland, N. Je 
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CLEAN DUDS. 


And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So the 


y set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with 
And the angel of the Lord stood by.—Zech. iii, 5. ` 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Goparp, the composer, died at Cannes 
on January 11th. 


Joms M. Tuurston goes to the United 
States Senate from Nebraska. 


M. Brisson was re-elected president of 
the French Chamber of Deputies, 


Tur American Railway Union asks for 
financial aid to appeal the Debs case. 


Lee MawTLE will be the new United 
States Senator (short term) from Montana. 


EwrERoR WinLiAM declared on New 
Year's day that ‘‘the army is the funda- 
mental basis of the empire.” 


Ow January 5th a fishing schooner sunk 
the Boston pilot boat D. J. Lawler, and 
four of the latter’s crew perished. 


On January 9th the Japanese captured 
Kaiping. They are slowly pushing on 
through the heavy snow toward Peking. 


AT Cold Spring, L. I., scarlet fever is 
epidemic and the schools are closed. On 
January 6th ten families were quarantined. 


Breap is now sold in Philadelphia and 
Cincinnati at three cents per standard loaf, 
and Brooklyn bakers hav also reduced 
their prices. 


Tr is alleged that there exists in Chicago 
a combination of police court officials and 
hangers-on who divide among themselvs 
the “‘stayed " or remitted fines, It is said 
that these fines hav been paid on the quiet 
to the ringsters and the books falsified, 


SENATOR Isoam G. Harris of Tennessee, 
Democrat, and Senator R. F. Pettigrew, 
of South Dakota, Republican, will be their 
own successors. i 


AuausTo Czsar, prominent Portugese 
Freethinker and republican, and editor of 
Fl Trarismontano, Villa Real, Portugal, 
died last month. 


Francois E. WARREN was re-elected sen- 
ator from Wyoming, and Clarence D. 
Clark succeeds Senator Carey for the short 
(four years’) term. 


Miss KATHERINE DREXEL has taken her 
final vows of retirement from the world, 
at the convent of the Blessed Sacrament, 
near Torresdale, Md. 

Tue debate in the German Reichstag 
over the pending anti-revolutionary bill is 
very warm, and the opposition seems to be 
developing strength. 


THE contract for armor for the Russian 
navy secured by the Bethlehem (Pa.? Iron 
Works is worth $1,250,000, and will keep 
the plant employed for a year. 


WivL1AM E. CHANDLER will succeed him- 
self as Senator from New Hampshire, In 
the Republican caucus he received 224 
votes to 55 for Henry W. Blair. 


L’OsszervaTorE Romano says officially 
that the Pope’s income for 1893 was $2, 000, - 
000, and his expenses $885,000. Half of 
the income was from Peter’s Pence. 


Tue governor of Alaska said before the 
House Committee on Territories that there 
were last year found on St. George and St. 
Paul islands alone 30,000 dead seal pups. 

| Their deaths were caused by the slaughter 
of their mothers by poachers. 


SrEPHEN B. Ergys will be the new Sen- 
ator from West Virginia. He is the first 


Republican to be elected to that office 


from that state in twenty-five years. 


Aaron L. Dennison, ‘father of Amer- 
ican watchmaking,” died in Birmingham, 
England, on January 10th. He was born 
in Freeport, Maine, on March 12, 1812. 


Gerorcia was the first state to respond 
to the call for aid for the people of western 
Nebraska. Georgia railroads deliver sup- 
plies contributed free of charge for trans- 
portation, s 


THERE was a bread riot in St. Johns, 
Newfoundland, on January 8th. Stores 
and warehouses of the bankrupt firms were 
broken into and provisions seized. Arrests 
were made. j 


Mriwzns at Shawnee, Ohio, hav leased 
the coal mines called the Gosly and Barber 
and will operate them, paying the owners 
seven cents a ton royalty and ten cents a 
ton commission for selling. 


THE tax payers of Germany support 
15,050 Protestant ministers and 15,200 
Catholic priests. Among these are, of 
course, included the bishops and other 
higher church functionaries. 


A BLIZZARD raged in Iowa and portions 
of Illinois the latter part of the week end- 
ing January 12th, On January 11th the 
mercury fell at Des Moines, Ia., and 
Galesburg, Ill, to fifteen degrees below 
zero at 9 P.M. 

AT the late elections in Belgium 5,363, - 
183 Catholic votes elected 103 representa- 
tivs; 2,256,802 Socialistie votes elected 28 
representativs, and 3,712,885 Liberal votes 


elected 20 representatives. There was a 
gain in the Soocialistio? and Liberal vote. 
Many electors hav two votes each, and 
many others three each, in the latter class 
being 10,000 priests. 


BrawoHum Leon, wife of the famous 
clown, is living in destitution in this oity. 
She is forty-seven, and the mother of 
thirty-three children. She was married at 
thirteen in Madrid. Many of the children 
are dead, and the four that came last are 
with her. 


Reports to the Farmers’ Review of Chi- 
cago show that farmers in Illinois, In- 
diana, Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota, and the Dakotas hav fed 
wheat to cattle. 


Exseipaz T. GERRY, president of the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, has secured the introduction in 
the New York legislature of a bill estab- 
lishing the whipping-post for the punish- 
ment of wife and children whippers and 
other offenders. 


A FRENOH newspaper says there are in 
the French Academy three Protestants, 
Victor Cherbuliez. Leon Say, and M. de 
Freycinet; one Freethinker, Alexander 
Dumas; one Atheist, M. Challemel Lacour, 
while nearly every one of the rest is a 
nominal Catholic. 


THE great papyrus of the year 27 of the 
second Ptolemy (258 5.0.) wil be pub- 
lished in the course of next year. The 
papyrus givs many details about the 
taxation of Egypt generally, the monopoly 
of oil, and the tax on wine given to Queen 
Arsinoe Philadelphus. 


GRIP is now epidemic in this city, and 
the mortality is severe. The atmosphere 
was damp, foggy, and oppressivly heavy 
for more than two weeks before January 
12th, while the snow that fell three weeks 
preceding that date was not cleaned off, 
and so the streets became horribly filthy. 


THE Court of Appeals of the District of ‘ 
Columbia has affirmed the decision of the 
District Supreme Court that the sugar 
bounty section of the McKinley act has 
been repealed, and it goes a step further 
and declares that the law was always in- 
valid, Congress having no power to 
enact it. 


Tu alleged appearance of the Virgin in 
the Dorengrund forest near Braunau, Bo- 
hemia, caused a great multitude of peas- 
ants to assemble. Riots between the 
peasants and scoffers resulted and the gen- 
darmes were called out but were unable to 
disperse the crowds. Although many were 
wounded the gendarmes were finally driven 
away and then troops were ordered to 
the scene. 


Oscar Brox, Belgian Freethinker, born 
at Mons in 1852, founder of the Free- 
thought society at Liége, successivly 
principal of the state orphan asylum at 
Liége and the normal school at Bruges, 
died November 12th. The secular funeral 
was attended by more than two thousand 
persons, including deputations from thirty 
ormore Freethought and democratic so- 
cieties and Masonic lodges. Members of 
the city council of Liége, prominent Free- 
thinkers, delivered addresses at the funeral. 


A WONDERFUL OFFER. 


Our grand catalogue, over 850 illustrations, 
agent’s latest goods and novelties, 1 writing pen. 
fountain attachment, 1 elegant gentleman's 
watch chain and charm, guaranteed 20 years. 
Your name in agent’s directory 1 year, all sent for 
10 cents. Postage 2cents. EMPIRE NOVELTY Co., 
4te0w49 157 Tremont St., Boston, Mass. 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tae Tron Szexer has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the * Church Property" pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Tavurz SEEKERS hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. 


With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 


Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food forthought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 

sytianstem. It has liberalized us all It puts 


arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. 


What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 


‘hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 


Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
Truru Szzxzs, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


ple. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s “ AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 


In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few  Freethinkers 
inka community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want ig 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 


Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


ANC. Ve OD Dv ACA, ACER. ACH. 
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IS THE TURK MUCH WORSE THAN.THE CHRISTIAN? 


VAY 


1 TO OUR FRIENDS: 


YNNN ANIN, 


^? 


Don't you know some Freethinker who 
does not now, but who would subscribe to THE 


i TRUTH SEEKER if YOU called his attention to 


the Paper? 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


JANUARY 26, 189E^ 


WITH 
THE 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


Oe 
ee n n an n n n nana n nan n n n nna S 


For $6.50 we will send Taz TaurH SzExER one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
ssued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. ft shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS oF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


ocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SP Ei Cl. A L ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 
AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


| THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. | 

Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated Py, MAISON 

Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of í 
BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


NR 


For $5 we willsend Taz TaurH Szzxer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Complete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Terura Szzxer one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tuz Trurn SrrrER one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux TauTH. Szzxzn one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurs Szzrrs one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). l 

For $4 we will send Tux Trurs Szzxer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurs Szexer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes. 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


^ The Freethinker's Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
$2.75 Pin and Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER and The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH E. M $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEEK 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


UII ISI ISI ISP 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


Six a 


©ERMS AND DUBSGRIPTION LANA 


— OF — 


3» Tbe Truth Seeker. ie 


ae Drafta, -Checho and Money Orders, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD. 


Cea TERMS = 


. SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
Yrree months, (trial subscribers, in advance, $0.75 One subscription witn two uew subscribers tè 
m « : " 
i ] - E E 1.50 one remittance, E . E . . g7 06 
Single subscription, one year, E 3.00 One subscripuon with three new suhscribers, in , 
One subscription two years, “ i 5.00 one remittance, DAMM ZZ 4.60 
Two new subscribers, " sf - - 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers in 
i one remittance, - E 10.0€ 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one 
remittance, - . . " . = PN 


@ Fill out the accompanying Subscription 


5.00 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3; 


will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 


Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


he will not only get his own /7ee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. 


This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper 


aa 


In connection with our * Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Taz TaurH Seeger for awhile. To this end we 
make the following offer: 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 90 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tae TRUTH 
Szexer for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or i 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
this at the rates given. | 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subseription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


—— ‘18 
The Truth Seeker Eo., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for suea? 


fuclosed find $in payment of the same. 


NAMES. POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., F Avv. & STATE. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETH. 


E, M. MAODONALD, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 
SATURDAY, - - - - JANUARY 26, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subscription, in advanoe........... eene esce eee ete eee. 8S 00 
One subscription two years, in advance S, 6 00 
Two new subsoribers............. ccce csee sesso eee ee moet eoo nne $5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


PTT Sones eoe eet eee E 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 

[or CE ess Ve ES Ur eU 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 

Dn Be Rn 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 

remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, drasi on New York, or by registered letter. 
Adaress communications and make drasts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders pavadle to E. M. MACDONALD, 

è 28 Lafayette plaoe, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not à regular subscriber. 


THE 


Truth Seeker Annual for 1895 


HAS A CONTBIBUTION BY 


KATIE KEHM SMITH 


ON 


* SECULAR SUNDAY SCHOOLS.” 


In Tur Trora Szzxer of February 2 we shall 
hav along article by Jonn E. Remspure on 


“© BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: WAS HE A CHRIS- 
TIAN?” 

Everyone who has read Mr. Remsburg’s works 
knows the thoroughness with which he will deal 
with this subject, and also knows that when he has 
read this paper he will know more about Franklin 
than the average man does at present. | 


Single copies of Tax Trurn Szzxzz, 7 cents. In 
quantities of five and over, 5 cents each. Now is 
the time to subseribe. 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps. 


Mr. D. Webster Groh, who suggested the forma- 
tion of the Freethought Letter-Writing Corps, has 
recently been doing some excellent independent work 
through the Hagerstown (Md.) papers. In New 
Orleans Erwin Auffurth and S. S. Bryan hav made 
themselvs heard to the &dvantage of the cause 
through the Zimes- Democrat, Picayune, and 
States. Why cannot equally timely and good work 

-bə done by local Freethinkers in every city in the 
Union? The principles of Liberalism could thus 
be brought to the attention of millions who never 
see the distinctivly Freethought papers. While the 
clergy and their lay allies are permitted to misrep- 
resent the truth of history and malign the friends 
of progress in their pulpits and through the press, 
without contradiction and refutation, we cannot 
expect that our views will be respected or that they 
will gain new converts, as they would if we were 
all vigilant in defense and activ in the propagation 
of what we believe to be true and for the benefit of 
the world. Would that every reader of Tux TauTE 


ing, the trustees and the teacher would perhaps 
excuse those children from attending the opening 
exercises. As to the law in the case, he quoted 
from the opinion of ex-Attorney-General Cole to the 
effect that, regardless of the character of any book 
used in the school, the legislature had vested the 
control of the school in the trustees, and it was en- 
tirely within their power to exclude the Bible or to 
prescribe it as a text-book; there was “no author- 
ity competent to revise their action.” We disposed 
of the trivialities of the superintendent, and showed 
by our quotation from the fundamental law of the 
state that the reading of the Bible in the public 
schools is, under any fair and legitimate interpreta- 
tion of that law, indisputably unconstitutional. 

Since the date above mentioned Mr. Fieckten 
has not let pass an opportunity to manifest his 
patriotic and just determination to expel the Bible 
from the school to which he must send his children. 
He called a meeting of the school board for Novem- 
ber 15, and he then read to the board the provisions 
of the state constitution and explained his position. © 
Thereupon the other patrons of the school called a. 
special meeting of the district electors for Decem- 
ber 7, and at that meeting it was resolved that they 
would sustain the board in the stand it had taken. 
for the reading of the Bible. Thirty members voted 
to hav the Bible read every morning and at least the 
Lord’s Prayer repeated. The meeting unanimously’ 
resolved: “ This question is hereby settled for the 
future.” Perhaps. Mr. Fleckten was formally re- 
quested to desist from his attacks upon Bible read- 
ing in the school. We notice in the report of the 
meeting, which we find in the Willmar Argus, that 
at least two ministers were activ in its proceedings, 
and that a special vote of thanks was tendered to one 
of them for the “valuable assistance” he had given 
on that occasion. Comment does not seem to be 
necessary. 

At this meeting a letter from the state superin- 
tendent, in reply to some inquiries from a resident 
of the district, was read. Mr. Pendergast wrote 
that he would answer the question as to whether 
Bible reading, without note or comment, ought to 
be forbidden in the publie schools, in case the 
board and & majority of the patrons want such 
reading, by inclosing the opinions given on the sub- 
ject by two former attorney-generals. Inasmuch as 
these two opinions are flatly contradictory, it looks 
as though the superintendent realized that he was 
between two fires and so took the (apparently) 
easier way out of the difficulty. Gordon E. Cole, 
who was attorney-general from 1860 to 1866, 
tries to frighten some one who had objected to 
Bible reading in the schools by saying that “no 
man has a right to utter and publish a libel upon 
the Christian religion (3 Greenleaf on Evidence, 
Sec. 164), and an officer who should sanction it 
officially would be guilty not only of moral but of 
legal crime.” We never before saw that “ argu- 
ment” in favor of asectarian school system. It was 
in all likelihood original with Mr. Cole, and he 
should hav had it copyrighted. He must hav been 
what our English friends calla *cad.". He drags 
in the French Revolution and talks aimlessly about 
the ** Goddess of Reason,” who was said to hav been 
worshiped by some of the revolutionists. The 
question at issue was not touched by Mr. Cole until 
near the end of his rambling opinion, where he 
makes the statement concerning the powers with 
which the legislature invested the board of truste: s 
which we quoted and commented upon in our N.- 
vember article. Attorney-General Colville, who 
was Mr. Cole’s immediate successor, appears to hav 
read the constitution of his state and, what is more 
important, to hav understood it, for he says: 


Senxer could and would follow the splendid exam- 
ple of Messrs. Groh, Auffurth, and Bryan. 

Of course there are some difficulties in the way of 
such a program, as there are obstacles to the prac- 
ticalization of the Letter-Writing Corps scheme. 
Mr. Groh perceives this, and in a late letter to the 
Captain of the Corps he says: “At the outset I 
pledged myself fo the F. L. W. C., and I find that 
without the pledge I could hardly compel myself to 
write as often as I ought. So I think all should 
be urged to join the F. L. W. C. and pledge them- 
selvs both to write to the target and to send in tar- 
gets whenever they notice a case which would make 
one, leaving it to you, of course, to decide whether 
to turn the corps on them or not.” Our friend 
suggests that each Freethinker who approves of 
this method of work and is willing to help should 
sign and send to us a pledge something like this: 


I hereby pledge myself to write at least one 
Freethought letter weekly to the target assigned to 
me in the current issue of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


oe 


. This pledge would be at once the application for 
membership in the Freethought Letter-Writing 
Corps, the promis to write a letter each week, and 
the certificate of membership. 

We here renew our request that all members of 
the Corps, and all who wish to become such, at 
once send us their names, with post-office address. 
To know the size of the Corps is a matter of impor- 
tance, for it may be necessary to divide it into 
detachments for work in different places at the 
same time. This week all members will write to 
the Atlanta (Georgia) Constitution or the Atlanta 
Journal in commendation of the stand taken by 
Rev. Dr. Hawthorne in favor of the taxation of 
church property and the abolition of chaplaincies, 
and against the Christianization of the federal Con- 
stitution. Let the people of Georgia know that the 
eyes of the country are upon them and that every 
step they take in the direction of complete religious 
liberty will receive the warm applause of freedom- 
loving men and women in all their sister states. 
All letters should be brief, clear, to the point, and 
courteous. 


Bible in the Schools in Minnesota. 

In Taz Teruras Seexer of November 3, 1894, we 
called attention to the fight being made by our sub- 
scriber, Mr. S. J. Fleckten, of Kandiyohi, Minnesota, 
against the reading of the Bible in the public 
school of his district, No. 61, Kandiyohi county. 
We quoted from a letter written by the state super- 
intendent of instruction, W. W. Pendergast, to Mr. 
Flickten, and also a part of a paragraph from the 
constitution of the state of Minnesota. Our read- 
ers will remember that the superintendent, after 
stating that his reply to the letter written to him 
by Mr. Fleckten would follow the lines suggested 
by the present attorney - general, went on to say 
that the Bible having been honored by “all intelli- 
gent people as a work of the highest literary merit,” 
it would scarcely be improper for the teacher to 
read selections therefrom to the assembled pupils, 
and that even children whose parents or guardians 
do not subscribe to the teachings of the Bible 
* would hardly receive any harm from such a proced-. 
ure.” He thought that the exercise of common 
sense and the “toleration for which the United 
States is noted ought to lead to an amicable under- 
standing among the people of the district, the 
board of trustees, and the teacher.” He suggested 
that should a patron of the school hav conscientious 
scruples against his children listening to such read- 
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** When the use of the scriptures in the common school 
is objected to by the parents or guardians of pupils on 
account of religious or conscientious scruples, their adop- 
tion aea text book isimproper and the pupils may decline 
to use them without being liable to be deprived of the 
privileges of the school.” 

This opinion in effect is that the constitution is 
paramount to the statute and that the board may 
not force the reading of the Bible in the schools if 
there is objection on the part of parents or guar- 
dians to that reading. This will commend itself 
to good lawyers as an eminently sound opinion, for 
only shysters would try to make it appear that the 
legislature can do what the constitution definitly 
forbids. That Mr. Colville had the constitution of 
the state behind him is certain, and that all may 
understand the status of the question of education 
in Minnesota, we shall quote here Section 16 of 
Article 1 of the Bill of Rights. We giv it in full 
that there may be no chance for aquibble embodied 
in the charge of garbling: 

s The enumeration of rights in this constitution shall 

not be construed to deny or impair others retained by 
and inherent in the people. The right of every man to 
worship God according to the dictates of his own con- 
science shall never be infringed, nor shall any man be 
compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of wor- 
ship, or to maintain any religious or ecclesiastical minis- 
try against his consent, nor shall any control of or inter- 
ferenee with the rights of conscience be permitted, or any 
preference be given by law to any religious establishment 
or mode of worship; but liberty of conscience hereby 
secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of 
licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the 
peace or safety of the state; nor shall any money be drawn 
from the treasury for the benefit of any religious societies 
or religious or theological seminaries.” 

Section 3 of Article 8 (relating to school funds, 
education, and science) says, in part: 

** But in no case shall the moneys derived as aforesaid 
or any portion thereof, or any public moneys or prop- 
erty, be appropriated or used for the support of schools 
wherein the distinctiv doctrins, creeds, or tenets of any 
particular Christian or other religious sect are promul- 
gated or taught.” 


The last-quoted inhibition was meant to shut out 
denominational teachings, presumably, but when 
. interpreted in harmony with Section 16 of the Bill 
of Rights it will permit of no religious instruction 
whatever in the publie schools. For it is gelf-evi- 
dent that it is practically impossible to prevent de- 
nominational teachings if the Bible is read in the 
school, as each teacher will be tempted to read such 
passages only as appear to sanction the particular 
dogmas which his denomination accepts. But the 
inhibitions of the Bill of Rights are amply sufficient 
to keep the Bible out of the schools of Minnesota if 
the constitution has any authority with the super- 
intendent and the courts. If the former will not 
order the trustees to remove the Bible from the 
school in District 61 of Kandiyohi county; if he 
insists that the statute compels him to respect the 
decision of the local board of trustees, then no time 
should be lost in taking a test case to the supreme 
court of the state. Look at this matter just a 
moment in the light of the constitution and of 
common sense: When the teacher reads the Bible 
in the morning and repeats the * Lord's Prayer,” 
the schoolhouse, by virtue of that act and that 
invocation alone, becomes a place of worship, and 
it is a place of worship for which the Free- 
thinker, S. J. Fleckten, is compelled to help pay— 
a place of worship which he, as a taxpayer, is 
forced to support. And yet the Constitution says 
explicitly that no man shall “be compelled to 
attend, erect, or support any place of worship.” 
Not only is Mr. Fleckten, in defiance of the funda- 
mental law of the state which he must defend as a 
loyal citizen, compelled to support a place of wor- 
ship, but, if there is a compulsory attendance law 
in Minnesota, his children are actually forced to 
“attend” a place of religious worship. Still we 
call this a land of religious liberty! The Bill of 
Rights also declares that there shall be no interfer- 
ence with the rights of conscience. Mr. Fleckten 
has conscientious scruples against his children re- 
ceiving religious instruction in the school which 
they attend. The board of trustees, the state su- 
perintendent of instruction, and the legislature all 
with one voice tell him that the Constitution’s 


Rights solemnly affirms that no preference shall be 
“ given to any religious establishment or mode of 
worship,” but the legislature has deliberately pro- 
ceeded to invest every school board in the state 
with full power to giv official preference to Chris- 
tian modes of worship and sacred books. 


Now we come to the question, What is to bs done 
by the Freethinkers of the country and especially 
by the Freethinkers of Minnesota to help Mr. 8. J. 
Fleckten in this struggle with the powers of sectari- 
anism and theocracy? Is he,a poor man, to be left 
to fight alone the battle which is the concern of 
every one of us? We assuredly hope not, but first 
our comrade should be given an opportunity to 
speak for himself. He says: 

** The fight is growing bigger than I had at first thought 
that it would, but Iam going to fight it out to the end. 
However, I think that I should hav some help. If the 
Freethinkers in the state of Minnesoté would help me to 
hire a good lawyer and take the case into the courts it 
would be well I will donate five dollars and will send 
you the money when it is decided to take hold of the 
affair in earnest. If you will act as treasurer and the 
Freethinkers in the state will send you their contribu- 
tions, you can employ a lawyer to conduct the suit and 
carry it to the highest courts if need be. This thing 
must be nipped in the bud. The longer the Bible-read- 
ing practice is continued the harder it will be to break it 
up, and the more the struggle will cost. I hope you will 
take this question under consideration. I hav notified 
the school board that I will not send my children to the 
school so long as it is run as a Christian, sectarian institu- 
tion. When it again becomes a state, a public, school, 
they can resume attendance. I told the board that I did 
not want to pay any more taxes for the support of a sec- 
tarian school.” 

That is a brave stand to take, but it is a perilous 
one unless he has the united support of the Liberal 
people of the state of Minnesota, and not of Min- 
nesota alone, but of the whole country. Now that 
the.issue has been sprung there should be no re- 
cession. If the Kandiyohi board attempts to pun- 
ish Mr. Fleckten for his refusal and failure to send 
his children to school it will at once take the matter 
into the courts and put us in the way of getting a 
decision from the highest tribunal of the state. 
The educational work must be begun immediately. 
The press and the people of Minnesota must be 
reached with anti-Bible-in-the-schools arguments 
and facts. We shall send copies of this number of 
Tue TzaurH Sezxer to the leading journals of the 
state. That will be merely the initial blow in the 
preparatory skirmish. Who will be first to add 
something handsome to Mr. Fleckten’s $5? 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 
Works. 


The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine’s “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 
us to lower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: 


AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Hight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 

THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke’s attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

PAINE’S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo., 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 


edges, $450. This book and Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


one year, $5. 

PAINE'S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 
containing Common Sense, Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1. 

PAINE'S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One vol- 


guarantee of liberty of conscience is not worth the | ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 


paper upon which it is printed. That same Bill of | Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 


on Dreams, Letters, ete. With Life of Paine and 


steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 


We hope all our readers will do their best to 
scatter these splendid works all over the country. 


A political party in Philadelphia has nominated 
Ex-Governor Robert E. Pattison for mayor. This 
man is recognized by Freethinkers and Christians 
alike as one of the most bigoted Sabbatarians in 
Pennsylvania, which is saying a great deal. While 
he was governor he stood like a rock in opposition 
to any reform of the exceptionally severe Sunday 
laws of that state. The Liberals of Philadelphia 
can find no better man to vote against than Robert 
E. Pattison. He is hand and glove with the Na- 
tional Reformers and the Sabbath Unions of the 
state and can, if he is elected mayor, be depended 
upon to do all that lies within his power to giv the 
city a Puritan government. Forewarned is fore- 
armed. 


We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, a8 we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn’t mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hay to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 

oa gg ELA PN 

Rey. Fr. Stick, of Pana, Illinois, is, according to 
a summary of a sermon of his which we find in the 
Detroit News, a gentleman of almost boundless 
charity of thought and inexpressible tenderness of 
heart, and he clothes his profound ideas in lan- 
guage of the most exquisit delicacy. For instance, 
he said that he wished that those who spent their 
money for drink, instead of taking pews in his 
church, would get drunk, lie outdoors all night, and 
freeze to death. He hoped that the girls who went 
io balls and dances, no matter how high-toned, 
would be ruined, and every boy and young man 
would become diseased and rot. As the News re- 
marks, “ there is nothing halfway about these peo- 
ple who, whether lay or clerical, express their good 
wishes toward their fellow men. They evidently do 
not wish to be misunderstood, either.” If Mr. 
Stick has been correctly reported we should imagin 
that he has very poor-spirited parishioners if he 
does not soon get his dismissal. ‘ Moral" ortho- 
doxy is fully as savage and intolerant as religious 
orthodoxy, and it is rapidly taking the place of the 
latter as the dominant force in government. 

—— 

The Christian Statesman, speaking of the intro- 
duction of automatic voting machines to prevent 
fraud at elections, observes that since there does 
not seem to be any other way to secure an honest 
vote and fair count, it may be well to giv the ma- 
chines a trial. But it points out that the innova- 
tion does not go very far as a reformatory device. 
* Tt does not introduce morals into polities. It will 
not secure the nomination of good men.” This is 
precisely the trouble with the scheme for the Chris- 
tianization of the Constitution. Instead of making 
politics less immoral it would increase the immoral- 
ity by putting a premium on hypocrisy, and thus 
instead óf securing the nomination of better men 
than at present head the various parties it would 
inevitably lower the moral standard of our politi- 
cians by giving all the best places either to sincere 
fanatics of the narrowest type or to unscrupulous 
unbelievers and indifferents posing as fanatics. 
Men are made moral neither by voting machines 
nor Christian amendments to the Constitution. 
But while voting machines would hav a certain 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 26, 1895. 


53 


XT mL QUU AOL CIT A Rec y a SS 


value in that they would take away from the tricky 
voter and ward-heeler some of their opportunities 
to cheat, the Christianization of the Constitution 
and laws would immeasurably increase the desire 
and the chances to deceive and rob the people. The 
Statesman adds: 


‘If men hav no consceinee in political matters it may. 
be well, while the work of true reform’ is incomplete, to 


introduce some kind of machinery to take eae place of 
conscience.’ 


That, presumably, is the purpose of Sunday laws 
—they are designed to take the place of a conscien- 
: tious conviction that Sunday should be observed as 
a day of rest and worship—the only object of the 
rest being to giv an opportunity for worship. The 
Sunday law is a legal machine designed: to act as a 


substitute for character. 
o 


The fall and winter being more particularly the 
reading season, and naturally the renewing of 
subscription season, we hope that our friends will 
make a little effort to send TEE TRUTH SEEKER some 
new subscribers. A good many of our old ones 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic and dullness in the business world, 
and we need some more to take their places and push 
on the work. Our friends hav never failed us in an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium 
offers printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 
word for us to their Liberal acquaintances. 

To those who feel like presenting Taz Trurs 
SxrkER for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Trial Subscription offer opens the way ata small 
cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom Tux 
Trurs SEEKER is first sent this way become perma- 
nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 
of mental liberty. 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance. to subscribe, and sent Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
all the Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 
scribe. We need them all. 


How completely New York is under the thumb 
of the various amateur semi-ecclesiastical, semi- 
spoils societies was shown again last week by a 
little incident in connection with the regular nightly 
entertainment of the new Manhattan Athletic 
Club. The performance is a private one for the 
amusement of the members of the Club and invited 
guests. Others hav no more right to intrude there 
than they would hav to enter a man’s residence 
without his permission. But such a trifling thing 
as that is no obstacle to the volunteer governors of 
the city. So,on the evening of January 16, one 
Gormley, an agent of the Gerry society, forced his 
way in by the protesting doorkeepers and took a 
seat. It seems that four girls, the Goldsmith sis- 
ters, hav sometimes appeared in the performance. 
They are under sixteen years of age, and do a song 
and dance. They were the persons that Gormley 
went there to “protect”! Manager Genslinger of 
the Club asked the interloper to leave. He re- 
fused. Then a policeman was sent for and he was 
arrested. The next day Ex-Postmaster Van Cott, 
president of the Club, appeared in Yorkville police 
court to prosecute him, but when he learned who 
the meddler was he got down in the dust of apology 
and withdrew the charge, and Gormley went his 
way triumphant, having evidently exacted a promis 
from Mr. Van Cott that the orders of the Gerry 
combination should in future be obeyed, for the 
Goldsmith sisters did not appear that night. 
There are a large number of super-serviceable “ re- 
formers” who want the laws of the entire country 
to partake of the spirit and be framed on the model 
of those of the Gerry society and its congeners. 
These people are being flattered and fawned upon 
by the Comstocks, McAfees, Gerrys, Brittons, Mrs. 


easy, and it is also swift and fatal. 


of Philadelphia, has lately been trying to induce 
the bill-posters of Pennsylvania, in state convention 
assembled, to take a stand against what he is pleased 
to call indecent show bills. 
of the association had considerable correspondence 
on the subject, in which Mr. Leeds indulged in the 
customary eant eoncerning.the exposure of the un- 
clothed human body. 
‘| bill-posters did not. voluntarily refuse to do the 
work assigned to them by the theaters and other 
houses of entertainment the law-making power 
would be invoked to compel them to bow to the 
will of the anti-naturalists. 
mission of the advocate of suppression that we are 
at this moment concerned. Replying to some of 
the semi-defensiv arguments of the secretary of the 
bill-posters’ association, Mr. Leeds says: 


customed to seeing nude pictures around him as to think 
no evil upon the matter unless it be pointed out to him, 
such agrees to a certain extent with my own sentiment 
&nd observation of the subject." 


follow that the crusaders against the nude in art, 
by calling the attention of the young to the alleged 
evil in the pictorial representations of the human 
form, directly and inevitably plant unhealthful 


Martins, and the rest of that genus, and there is 
serious danger that they will fail to perceive that 
such sickening adulation is proof positiv that they, 
the * reformers," are on the inclined plane of reac- 
tion that leads Avernusward. The descent is very 


Josiah W. Leeds, the Quaker National Relook 


He and the secretary 


He threatened that if the 


But it is with an ad- 


“As to the third point, that a boy may become so aoc. 


If this is so—and it undoubtedly is—does it not 


thoughts in the receptiv minds of the children? 
Every person of culture who has thought seriously 
on this subject in the light of the experience of the 
peoples who hav been free from the absurd Ohris- 
tian fear of the nude must admit that sexual im- 
purity is not, to put it very mildly, any greater in 
those countries where partial or complete nudity is 
customary than in Christian nations and among 
other peoples who insist upon the essential vicious- 
ness Of the unclothed figure. As a matter of fact, 
the teaching of the church regarding the human 
body has been productiv of a phenomenal amount 
of vice and disease. Christians, like Mr. Leeds, 
under the influence of the debauched and poisonous 
fancies of the desert mystics and ascetics, are con- 
tinually * pointing out" to our children “indecency 
and obscenity " where none exist, and they are re- 
sponsible for a large part of the real indecency and 
vice that curse the people. It would be just as ra- 
tional to “ point out” to boys and girls the nudity 
of animals and flowers and insist that these should 
be clothed as it is to pursue the course regarding 
human nudity that they seem to think it their duty 
to do, and which makes them a nuisance to all right- 
thinking men and women and the propagators of 
the very evils they are trying to eliminate. 

The Chicago Journal, which many years ago re- 
ceived and merited the title of * The Old Reliable,” 
because of its chronic habit of repeating its Mun- 
chausenisms, is very much worried about the intro- 
duction of individual communion cups. Its present 
editor is a patriot imported from Nova Scotia. He 
made a failure of his attempt to run the American 
in Chicago, but subsequently obtained control of 
the Journal. His professions of devotion to the 
institutions of this country are numerous and fer- 
vid, but we are credibly informed that he neverthe- 
less has strong monarchical “leanings,” and favors 
a union of church and state, provided that the 
church is of the “Established” persuasion. To 
come directly to the question of individual com- 
munion cups, it appears that Mr. Thompson is 
afraid that their introduction into the churches will 
fan the flame of Infidelity. He says that the talk 
concerning the advisability of providing them is “a 
severe shock to the devout Christian who still be- 
lieves- that the bread and wine are the body and 
blood of the Savior and who eats and drinks in re- 
membrance that Christ died for him.” This devout 
Christian does not understand, we are gravely in- 
formed, why it is that the God who, he has been 
taught, keeps watch over the sparrows should be 


thought to neglect the communion cup and permit 
the deadly bacteria to find lodgment therein. 


**He cannot force himself to admit, no matter what 


science may tell him, that the liquor that giva him spirit- 
ual health may also giv him physical disease. 
faith that God will protect him from the microbes while 
he is at God’s table.” 


He has 


This childish faith is likely to be chilled, Mr. 


Slason H. Thompson thinks, if the preachers do 
not quit throwing doubts on the goodness or power 
of God by taking purely human precautions against 
microbes at the communion table. 
ers seem, to “the devout Christian,” * to hav lost 
their faith and cut away from all their anchors. 
is all very bewildering.” 
of the editorial under review is the climax of theo- 
logical absurdity and immoral cant: 


These preach- 


It 
But the closing paragraph 


**Tf disease lurks in the communion cup, the Infidels 


will argue, that is sufficient proof that the ceremony is a 
meaningless form which might just as well be abandoned. 
This argument, the ministers must see, would be a very 
serious thing for Christiauity, for, though it prove noth- 
ing, it yet would hav a powerful effect upon the uuthink- 
ing. Itis better that a thousand communicants should 
get diphtheria (say) than that a hundred thousand should 
be forced into incredulity.” 


This is an echo from the ages of darkness, when 


the Inquisitors argued that it were better that mill- 
ions should die under torture, on the rack and at 
the stake, than that the safety of the souls of hun- - 
dreds of millions should be imperiled by the teach- 
ing of heresies. 
model Torquemada had he lived a few centuries 
ago. 
bodies that he might save their souls. 
trin of exclusiv salvation is an exalted “ ideal" in- 


Mr. Thompson would hav been a 


He would cheerfully hav sacrificed men’s 
The doc- 


deed! 


—.9— 
Justice to Paine. 

The publication of Conway’s “Life of Paine” and 
the new edition of Paine’s works is calling out en- 
comiums on the great antagonist of priestcraft from 
the most unexpected quarters. The Rev. Samuel 
M. Jackson, editor-in-chief of the ** Concise Diction- 
ary of Religious Knowledge,” SAYS : 

* The time has come for justice to be done to 
Thomas Paine. That he has been dreadfully slan- 
dered should be frankly admitted. The religious 
public, which has hounded his memory and racks 
its brains to find epithets picturesque enough to 
describe his alleged fate, should make confession 
that it did these things ignorantly. Mr. Conway 
has done much to hasten the revolution of senti- 
ment which has been silently taking place for some 
time back. Witness Mr. John Habberton’s article 
upon Thomas Paine in Appleton’s ‘ Dictionary of 
American Biography. Ten years ago I wrote the 
article upon him in the ‘Schaff-Herzog Encyclope- 
dia,’ after reading all the biographies of Paine men- 
tonga in the literature appended to the article. 

Paine was through life singularly generous, 
ionela; and affectionate. He held his views 
tenaciously and defended them valiantly; but he 
treated his enemies mercifully when he had it in his 
power to injure them, and he won golden opinions 
from the many whom he had befriended. His 
splendid courage in trying to save the life of Louis 
XVI. was only a specimen of what he could do, and 
his prior services in the cause of American freedom 
entitle him to deathless fame. It is plain as any- 
thing eould be that if he had not published the 
‘Age of Reason,’ he would to-d&y be in the National 
Walhalla by the side of Washington; and yet that 
book in its audacity and its bravery was evidence 
of the devotion he all along evinced to what he 
considered the best interests of man. It was 
Paine’s greatest achievement. It is a masterpiece. 
Strange that he should hav been called an Atheist. 
Why, his theology is the most naive Deism; and 
the book has outlived all its attacks and is still cir- 
culated as unanswerable.”— Independent Pulpit. 


Toe Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free, All welcome. 


Tur Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Suuday afternoon at 3 o'clock, All Liberal 
persons are iuvited to attend thes» meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 


Tas First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Suuday eveniug at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lec - 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tax Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.M., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches followings Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


s 
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The Secret Thrift of Thomas Paine. 


In the second part of the “Rights of Man,” 
Paine says: 

Atan early period, little more than sixteen years of age, 
raw and adventurous, and heated with the false heroism 
of a master whe had served in a man-of-war, I began the 
carver of my own fortune, snd entered on board the 
Terrible, privateer, Captain Death. From this advent- 
ure I was happily prevented by the affectionate and 
moral remonstrance of a good father, who, from his own 
habits of life, being of the Quaker profession, must hav 
begun to look upon me as lost. But the impression, 
much as it effected at the time, began to wear away, and 
I entered afterwards in the King of Prussia, privateer, 
Captain Mendez, and went with him to sea. 

Why did Paine say he was “happily prevented ” 
from the first adventure? Jhe Terrible was cap- 
tured in less than four years. Did Paine serve at 
all on that privateer? Sherwin, one of his best 
biographers, supposes that he did a short time. 
And Paine, in “Common Sense,” tells us that the 
Terrible, with upwards of two hundred men and 
less than twenty sailors, stood the hottest engage- 
ment of any ship during the war with France. 

All we know of Paine’s life from the age of six- 
teen to twenty years is that he was at sea and prob- 
ably became a captain ; for, if his biographer Oldys 
is to be believed, Paine looked “a dozen years older 
than he was,” and “such was his enterprise on the 
water, and his intrepidity on the ice, that he be- 
came known by the appellation of commodore.” 
But whether he became a captain of a privateer or 
served only as a subordinate, he probably quit the 
service with a considerable share of prize-money. 

Now, secretivness was excessiv in Paine, and he 
tells us that his religion was to do good. Indeed, 
“the Religion of Humanity” was first enunciated by 
him. What would such a man do with a small for- 
tune obtained by piracy? His secretivness would 
forbid him to let it be known that he had it, and 
his philanthropy would cause him to do good with it. 

Quitting the sea, Paine goes to work in London 
at staymaking, and there abides nearly two years. 
But his spare time is spent in study; he purchases 
a pair of globes and attends philosophical lectures. 
Then he goes to Dover, then to Sandwich, where he 
marries an orphan waiting-woman. She livs only a 
year. Then Paine quits staymaking and prepares 
himself for the office of exciseman. He is 23 years 
of age. He spends some months in London, and 
goes thence to his birthplace, Thetford, all the time 
continuing his studies. re 

Four years after quitting staymaking he is ap- 
pointed exciseman. He is set to watch smugglers 
at Alford. His salary is only £50 a year, and when 
he pounces upon a party of smugglers it is at the 
risk of his life. 

After one year’s service he is dismissed. A year 
later he applies for reinstatement and is ordered to 
be restored on a proper vacancy. But that does 
not come until nearly two years hav elapsed. Mean- 
while he finds employment for a few months in 
London as an assistant teacher, at a small salary. 

In the spring of 1768, at the age of 31, he is an ex- 
ciseman at Lewes, forty-five miles south of London. 
His abode is with Samuel Ollive, a tobacconist. 
The best room in the house is assigned to him, and 
as late as 1840, on the walls of that room, was to 
be seen the inscription, “ Tom Paine’s Study.” 

His service at Lewes lasted six years. It did not 
require half his time; the other half was spent in 
London. Two years before quitting Lewes he wrote 
a petition to Parliament on behalf of the poorly 
paid excisemen. The writer's name did not appear, 
and four thousand copies were printed for the use 
of the officers. I call particular attention to the 
following passage in that paper: 

Poverty, in defiance of principle, begets a degree of 
meanness that will stoop to almost anything. A thousand 
refinements of argument may be brought to prove that 
the practice of honesty will be the same in the most try- 
ing and necessitous circumstances. He who was never 
an hungered may argue finely on the subjeotion of his 
appetite, and he who was never distressed may harang as 
beautifully on the power of principle. But poverty, like 
grief, has an incurable deafness; the oration loses its 
edge and the ‘‘To be or not to be” becomes the only 
question. 

Now I deny, @ priori and a posteriori, that the 
anonymous writer of that passage was describing 
his own case. 

It is true that his known resources were not 
enough to support him economically. From the 
time he quit staymaking until his last discharge 
from the excise office, a period of fourteen years, his 
apparent resources were his meager salary as excise- 
man for seven years and as assistant teacher for a 
few months, aggregating not more than £400. 
Without considerable further means he must hav 
been distressedly poor. - 

Again, for the thirteen succeeding years, from 
1774 to 1787, when he embarked for France, his 
compensation for less than three years’ public ser- 
vice was certainly not more than barely enough to 


support him those three years, and yet he was able 
to subscribe $500 for the relief of General Washing- 
ton’s distressed army. - 

By what means he supported himself during the 
unemployed years from 1760 to 1787—sixteen or 
seventeen out of the twenty-seven—we do not 
know. But we do know that he was never a beg- 
gar, never even a beneficiary, never unable to pay 
for what he got, never involved in debt, often a 
helper of others in distress, and that he always de- 
clined to receive the profits on his literary work. 

Before his departure from America, in 1787, he 
received from the state of Pennsylvania £500 as 
compensation for his services during the war. 

The Continental Congress also voted him $3,000 
for the same services; but the resolution did not 
carry an appropriation, nor was there any way to 
pay the money without calling on the states for it. 
And even if it could hav been paid by Congress 
Paine could not hav accepted it, because the reso- 
lution was so worded as to make the award for his 
“ingenious and timely publications,” and Paine in 
his petition to Congress in 1808 says in regard to 
those publications, “as they were works done from 
principle, I cannot dishonor that principle by ask- 
ing a reward for them.” And in a letter to Presi- 
dent Jefferson in 1805 he says: 

I hav been a volunteer to the world for thirty years 
without taking profits from anything I hav published in 
America or Europe. 

This was written at a time when Paine was sup- 
porting Madam Bonneville and her two sons, which 
was & heavy tax on his limited means. In his peti- 
tion to Congress in 1808 he says he has found it 
necessary to sell a part of his farm, and that none 
of the states but New York and Pennsylvania ever 
made him the least acknowledgment for his services 
during the war, a part of which was going to France 
in 1781 and helping to obtain six million livres as a 
present and ten million as a loan. “As I hav never 
had a cent for this service,” says he, “I feel myself 
entitled, as the country is now in a state of pros- 
perity, to state the case to Congress.” And in the 
same petition Paine says with regard to the old 
resolution to pay him $3,000: “Congress could do 
no more than recommend, of which the states fre- 
quently took no notice.” 

For the next fifteen years of Paine’s life, 1787 to 
1802, spent chiefly in France, his only apparent re- 
sources were whatever pay he may hav received as 
a member of the National Convention, and as pri- 
vate secretary to Minister Monroe for about a year. 

His farm at New Rochelle, donated as a confis- 
cated estate by the state of New York, became val- 
uable, but never yielded him an income. 

During his last years in Paris his abode was with 
the family of Bonneville. When he returned to 
America in 1802 he sent for them to come to this 
country. The father could not quit France, but 
Madam Bonneville and her two little sons accepted 
the invitation. They were impoverished, and Paine 
not only supported them for the remaining seven 
years of his life, but bequeathed to them most : f 

i his estate, valued at about $30,000. 

From all I can gather in regard to Paine’s condi- 
tion from 1760.until he received the £500 from the 
state of Pennsylvania, his known or apparent re- 
sources were not half enough to support him eco- 
nomically. I do not wonder, therefore, that all his 
biographers hav represented him as distressedly 
poor. But they were all mistaken. None of them 
has undertaken to explain the paradox of a very poor 
man steadfastly refusing to accept the profits on 
his literary work Why should the author of * Com- 
mon Sense,” the copyright of which was donated to 
the Colonies and yielded great profit, hav suffered 
abject poverty as late as the close of the Revolu- 
tionary war? Mr. Conway tells us that while Gen- 
eral Washington, in September, 1783, the month of 
final peace, was having a merry time at Princeton, 
dining with members of Congress there assembled, 
all drinking wine out of silver cups, “ Paine sat in 
his little home at Bordentown living on his crust ” 
I deny that he was ever so poor as that. 

And now to support my postulate, that from the 
time he quit the sea until the close of the American 
war he was never without means adequate to his 
wants, I adduce the case of Junius, who, beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, was Thomas Paine, the lowly 
exciseman. 

I turn to «Miscellaneous Letters of Junius," No. 
XXXIL, dated Aug. 19, 1768. It is the first of 
three signed “Atticus.” The writer says: 

The greatest part of my property having been invested 
in the funds, I could not help paying some attention to 
rumors or events by which my fortune may be affeoted ; 


yet I never lay in wait to take advantage of sudden fluot- 
uation, much less would I make myself a bubble to bulls 


and bears, or a dupe to the pernicious arts practiced in ! 


| the alley. °° " A letter which appeared some days ago in 
i the Public Advertiser revived many serious reflections 
of this sort in my mind, because it seemed to be written 


with candor and judgment. The effect of these reflections 
was that Idid not hesitate to alter the situation of my 
property. I owe my thanks to that writer that I am safely 
landed from a troubled ocean of fear and anxiety, on 
which I think I never will venture my fortunes and my 
happiness again. 

The next letter signed “Atticus” is No. XLV., 
dated Oct. 6, 1768. From it I quote the following: 


In my last letter I foretold the great fall of the stocks 
which has since happened, and I now do not scruple to 
foretell that they must and will fall much lower. : 

The chief reasons given by the writer for a fur- 
ther depression of the funds were a prospectiv war 
with France, the hostil temper of the Colonies, the 
oppressiv debt, and, above all, the misery, weakness, 
and distraction of the interior government. In re- 
gard to the Colonies, Atticus feared that they might 
become “an independent people,” opening trade 
with the rest of the world, in which case England 
would be undone. To avoid this he hoped the ad- 
ministration would yield some ground to the pre- 
tensions of the Colonies and agree upon certain 
conditions which would be acceptable to the rea- 
sonable part of the American people. In conclusion 
the writer says: 

But it is impossible for an honest man to behold the 
circumstances to which a weak, distracted administration 
has reduced us, without feeling a pang at least for the 
approaching ruin of Great Britain. 

For two years before the first of the Junius series 
of letters appeared, the same writer, under various 
other signatures in the Public Advertiser, had 
caused much sensation. And if there could be any 
doubt that Atticus was Junius, it is now entirely 
dispelled by the publication of several private letters 
addressed to ex-Premier Grenville in 1768, in one 
of which the writer inclosed a reprint of a letter by 
Atticus avowing himself to be the author. And 
those private letters to Grenville were signed “C,” 
which was the constant signature of Junius in his 
private letters to the printer of the Public Adver- 
tiser. 

There are no land records kept in England where- 
by it would appear that in the summer of 1768 
Thomas Paine became the owner of real estate. 
Nor can the records of the transfer of consols be 
procured without an order of a court of law. 

Was that real estate located in London?  Prob- 
ably it was. In 1766 and 1767 Paine resided there. 
Early in 1768 he became an exciseman at Lewes, 
but spent much of his time in London. Mrs. Olivia 
Wilmot Serres, in her attempt to prove that her 
uncle, Dr. Wilmot, was Junius, says that in 1769 
he frequently resided at the house of his brother- 
in-law Captain Payne, with whom an American 
named Fretland was on terms of intimacy. Fret- 
land had concerns in the West Indies and frequently 
sent Dr. Wilmot various productions of that cli- 
mate. Her uncle Wilmot had a servant named 
Middleton, and Captain Payne had a wife, spoken 
of indifterently by the name of Olivia and Olive, 
suggestiv of Miss Ollive, who was married to Paine 
in 1771. Now Junius, in & private letter to the 
printer, dated July 15, 1769, says: * Direct a letter 
to Mr. Middleton, to be left at the bar of the New 
Exchange Coffee-house.” And in another private 
letter, Jan. 2, 1771, he says: “Change the direction 
to Mr. John Zretley." 

Mrs. Serres wrote her book in 1813, forty-four 
years after the events she recorded. If her state- 
ment be true, that her uncle was a brother-in-law 
of Captain Payne, I infer that it was by marrying 
either Paine’s sister or a sister of his deceased wife. 
For Paine was a widower in 1769, and did not 
marry again until March, 1771. 

Is not this fragment of external evidence, coupled 
with the internal proof that Paine was Junius, suf- 
ficient to cause the belief that in August, 1768, 
Paine became the owner of a house in London, 
where he spent a portion of his time while writing 
the letters of Junius? 

And now, having demonstrated the secret thrift 
of Thomas Paine, who can fail to appreciate the 
nobility of character displayed by Junius in declin- 
ing the offer of the publisher, Woodfall, to share 
with him the profits on the authorized edition? 
“As for myself," said Junius, “be assured that I 
am far above all pecuniary views, and no other per- 
son, I think, has a claim to share with you. Make 
the most of it, therefore, and let all your views in 
life be directed to a solid, however moderate, inde- 
pendence. Without it no man ean be happy, nor 
even honest.” . W. H. BURR. 


=a 


If you suffer your people to be ill educated, and 
their manners to be corrupted from their infancy, 
and then punish them for those crimes to which their 
first educa'ion disposed them, what else is to be con- 
cluded from this but that you first make thieves 
and then punish them?—Sir Zhomas More in 
« Utopia." 
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Freethought and Secular Notes from England. 
WOMEN GUARDIANS. 

Personally I am delighted at every advance woman 
makes towards securing her proper share ir local 
government. It is, therefore, a pleasure to me to 
see from the current number of the Co-operativ 
News that the Women’s Co-operatiy Guild hav 
played their part right well in the recent elections 
for guardians. The guild, it must be premised, con- 
sists almost entirely of working women who are 
agsociated for various purposes, industrial, social, 
and civic, and it is one of the most strenuous 
and democratic of organizations. Out of thirteen 
members who stood as candidates for the guardians 
and who were supported in their respectiv localities 
by the full strength of the district branch, eight 
were returned, three at the head of the poll and 
three second on the list for their parishes. 

Among the towns in England which can now 
boast of: co-operativ women guardians are Burnley, 
Darwen, Derby, Leeds, Lincoln, and Nelson. These 
results are encouraging, and they show what can 
be done where there is the right spirit and a 
vigorous organization to giv women a voice in civic 
affairs. 


THE NEW SCHOOL BOARD. 

The theological status of the new School 
Board differs very little from the old one. The 
elsrical party has still a small majority; and no 
doubt there will be again much time wasted and ill 
feeling manifested in discussing the religious diffi- 
culty. Lord George Hamilton has succeeded Mr. 
Diggle as chairman of the Board. This change, 
however, in my opinion, will not, to any great ex- 
tent, affect the decision of the Board upon the 
question of the religious instruction that will be 
forced upon the children. The readers of THs 
TnorH SzErE& hav been already informed that I 
failed at the recent election to win a seat. The 
odds against me were too great, but the cause of 
secular education was certainly benefited by my 
candidature. The absurdity of people calling 
themaelvs ‘‘ Progressivs” who wished to adhere to 
a sham compromise made in 1871 was clearly 
shown. And the fact that I received in the division 
of Finsbury, which is the very hotbed of orthodoxy, 
7,642 votes, and this in the face of the determined 
silence of the press as to my candidature, shows 
that the principle of secular education is gaining in 
publie favor. Moreover, not only had I the opin- 
ion of Mr. Gladstone and the Rev. Dr. Parker on 
my side upon this question, but the general secular 
vote has increased in three years from 21,352 to 
72074. Like all great reforms the exclusion of the 
Bible and theology from our public schools must 
be the work of time. The battle for the emanci- 
pation of the young from the snares of priestcraft 
has begun, and it shall be fought out to the end. 
Three more years of earnest propagandist work will 
doubtless produce further marvelous results. 


SECULAR PROGRESS. 

Christians are not only rapidly giving up the 
belief in doctrins that were once regarded as 
essential to their faith, but now they are withdraw- 
ing their opposition to secular amusements. In 
the Christian World of the 27th of last month, 
the editor boldly defends card-playing, dancing, and 
attendance at theaters. He says: 


It is discovered that the hard and fast lines of the old 
days were very blunderingly drawn, and are really use- 
less and mischievous as boundaries of conduct. And this 
because they represented no rational principles, It is 
seen, for instance, that to taboo cards as a source of end- 
less innocent games because they hav been abused as in- 
struments of gambling is about as logical as to suppress 
the printing press because it is sometimes used to dissem- 
inate betting intelligence. In like manner it is recog- 
nized that no moral difference exists per se between 
people dancing together, and their walking, or riding, 
or running together. Any one of these pursuits may be 
turned to evil purposes if evil thoughts are carried into 
it. As to the theater, the dramatic instinct has at last 
fairly established its right to exist and to play its part in 
promoting human enjoyment and instruction. 


The chains of orthodoxy are indeed falling fast 
from professed Christians of the present genera- 
tion. 


RELIGIOUS IMMORALITY. 


In the same issue of this Christian paper the 


editor writes an article under the above heading 
which is anything but complimentary to the church. 
. He says: 

Every one will, we suppose, &dmit that truthfulness, 
sincerity, intellectual honesty are among the foundation 
elements of morality. Yet not less certain is it than 
humiliating that one of the activ functions of the chief 
religious institution of this land is the holding out to 
various classes of men of inducements of every kind to 
intellectual dishonesty. 

Then. after indicating wherein certain professors 
of Christianity are insincere and open to various 
kinds of bribery, the writer concludes as follows: 


judges and condemns all deviation from the true and the 
right, is visibly at work in this region of things. Its pres- 
ence is shown in the fact that the best mind of the coun- 
try is refusing the church’s bribe, dazzling though it be. 
Here are some elcquent figures: Whereas fifty years ago 
at Cambridge only five out of twenty-four professors 
were laymen, there are now, outside the divinity profes- 
sorships, forty professors at Cambridge and forty-eight 
at Oxford, only three of whom in each case are clergy. 
And whereas in 1843 ninety Fellows of the Royal Society 
were in Orders there are now only sixteen. In other 
words, the intellect of the country, its leaders in science, 
learning, and literature, are no longer in the clerical 
ranks. 


but their corroboration, coming direct from a Chris- 
tian source, is of significant importance. 


G. W. Foote, the National Secular Society is still 
making marked progress. During the past years 
its membership has considerably increased and its 
propaganda has extended. My audiences and those 
of Mr. Foote. both in London and throughout the 
provinces, are all that could be desired, alike in 
numbers and in enthusiasm. Mr. A. B. Moss, Mr. 
Heafold, C. Cohen, and others, are also activly en- 
‘gaged in the lecturing field, and a large and effectiv 
staff of open-air speakers are doing good work in 
the advocacy of Freethought principles. 
ecutiv of the National Secular Society are occupied 
at present in making extensiv and important im- 
provements at our headquarters in London. 
Freethought friends on the American continent 
may be pleased to know that the Secular movement 
in England is still in the progressiv stage. 


The condition of things we hav thus sketched is not 
pleasant to contemplate, but it is time the English people 
fairly faced it. It is time they asked themselvs how long 
the representativ religious system of the country shall 
continue to be one which offers bribes to intellectual in- 
sincerity. Meanwhile the Nemesis which in human affairs 


These facts hav long been known to Freethinkers, 


THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY. 
Under the able directorship of its president, Mr. 


The ex- 


Our 


INTERESTING ITEMS. 
The Rationalist Press Committee continues its 


free circulation of Agnostic literature, and Zhe 


Truth Seeker, published in Bradford, Yorkshire, 
maintains its reputation and circulation. 

Our friend Putnam’s admirable book, * Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” is much appreci- 
ated by those who hav seen it. Unfortunately its 
price will limit its sale here, for but few men in 
England at the present time hav $5 to spare for 
anything but absolute necessities. Colonel Inger- 
soll’s new lecture on the Bible, which Mr. Foote 
has published, is selling rapidly. - À 
Onagtes Warts. 
London, England, Jan. 2, 1895. 
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How the Sun Stood Still the Second Time. 


It is not, I think, generally known that Joshua’s 
miracle was repeated at the capture of Oran by the 
Spaniards under Cardinal Ximenes, May 17, 1509. 
«To accommodate the Christians, as the day was 
far advanced when the action began, the sun was 
permitted to stand still for several hours—most au- 
thorities make it four. There is no miracle in the 
whole (Roman Catholic) budget better vouched than 
this. It is recorded by four eye-witnesses—men of 
learning and character. It is attested, moreover, 
by a cloud of witnesses, who depose to hav received 
it, some from tradition, others from direct commu- 
nication with their ancestors present in the action, 
and who all agree that it was a matter of public 
notoriety and belief at the time” (Prescott, *« Fer- 
diiand, and Isabella,” vol. iii., p. 272). The shallow 
objection noticed by Prescott that “so astounding 
a miracle could not hav escaped the notice of all 
Europe, where it must hav been as apparent as at 
Oran,” might equally be alleged against the miracu- 
lous darkness during Christ’s passion, which, though 
it extended “over all the earth ” (Luke xxiii, 44, 45), 
is mentioned only by the evangelists. If we believe 
that the sun stood still at Gibeon on the authority 
of Jasher, who lived at least five hundred years 
later (2 Sam. i, 18), surely we must believe that the 
sun stood still upon Oran on the evidence of four 
eye-witnesses, ete. 

A further proof of the second miracle having 
been wrought by the same divine author is that the 
object of both was the same—that his people might 
be “avenged upon their enemies.” The Israelites 
spent the prolonged daylight in butchering the 
Canaanites. The Spaniards did likewise when they 
stormed Oran by the light of the stationary sun. 
«Most of the Moors fled into the houses and 
mosques for protection; but resistance and flight 
were alike unavailing. No mercy was shown—no 
respect for age or sex; and the soldiery abandoned 
themselvs to all the brutal license and ferocity which 
seem to stain religious wars above every other. It 
was in vain Navarro [Ximenes’s lieutenant, more 


for mere charity. 
any human being able to work from the necessity of 
earning his bread. Lick gave to science and edu- 
cational improvement, to public necessity, and to 
art. He did not seek to set up a rival to any exist- 
ing state institution. 
thing. What.he sought were new avenues by which 
mankind might be benefited without injury to 
themselvs or posterity. 
institution which he founded was the Home for Old 
Ladies. For that, blessings will be showered on his 
name through the long centuries. 
scope on Mount Hamilton has already made the re- 
tiring miller of the early days a name and fame as 
wide as the civilized world. The human sentiment 
appeared in honor of his liberal endowment of the 
Pioneers. 
attracted his attention as an institution from which 
great things might be expected, and it shared liber- 
ally in his benefactions. 


fail to do a great deal of good in its time. 


merciful than Joshua] called them off. They re- 
turned like bloodhounds to the slaughter, till at 
last, wearied with butchery, and gorged with the 
food and wine found in the houses, they sunk down 
to sleep promiscuously in the streets and public 
squares. 
which on the preceding morning had shed its rays 
on Oran, flourishing in all the pride of commercial 
opulence, and teeming with a free and industrious 
population, next rose on a captiv city, with its fero- 
cious conquerors stretched in slumber on the heaps 
of slaughtered victims ” (Prescott). 


The sun [it at length “moved on”J, 


Let the Infidel tremble. God’s wonders and 


God’s people are the same in every age and land. 


James A. Riowanpson, in the Freethinker. 


so a SS 
A Freethinker’s Benefactions. 

It will be noticed that James Lick gave nothing 

He did not believe in relieving 


He did not duplicate any- 
The only eleemosynary 


His great tele- 


The Academy of Natural Sciences early 


The School of Mechanic Arts just opened cannot 
This 
simple patriotism of the man found expression in 
the statue of Key in the park; his love of the state 
in the historic group which has recently been set 
up in front of the City Hall. One other institution 
he founded, and that is the free baths on Tenth 
street, for some time in operation. No man could 
hav given more liberally, for he gaveall that he had. 
The deep love of humanity which is apparent in all 
secures for him a place among the benefactors of 
mankind second to none.—San Francisco Bulletin. 


[The Bulletin should not hav omitted James 
Lick’s noble gift to Paine Memorial Building, 
Boston. ] 


How “Sabbath ” Laws Make Liars. 


From Tiberias to the hot baths on the shore south- 
ward is farther than it is permitted to the pious 
Jew to walk from his house on the Sabbath. One 
Sabbath I found an old man who had just returned 
from the baths, and asked him how he had ventured 
to break the Sabbath law. He replied, triumph- 
antly, that he had not broken it, and pointed out 
that & man’s “house” is defined as the place where 
he has eaten bread. Now it would be & breach of 
the law to carry bread on the Sabbath. To get 
over this difficulty, on the previous evening, when 
going to the baths, he concealed a piece of bread 
among the ruins about half-way. Returning, he 
unearthed it, thankfully ate it, and then, from this 
artificial “house,” it was an easy Sabbath-day’s 
journey into the town. Not long ago, in Safed, 
the Jewish leaders seriously discussed a proposal 
for shifting the marks to the limits of the city, and 
putting them about midway between Safed and 
Ja'meh, so that the Jews might be able to go out 
on the Sabbath day to meet a benefactor who was 
expected thence— Rev. William Ewing, in The 
Sunday-School Times. 


The ancient Syriac version of the gospels is 
claimed to be older than the Greek, and to be 
preserved in the very vernacular of the writers of 
the New Testament. But after all let us be not 
too sure of its antiquity. Prof. Edwin John- 
son, in his “Rise of Christendom,” endeavors to 
prove that the whole Bible is of modern origin, 
having been fabricated by Benedictine and Ba- 
silian monks since the revival of learning. He 
maintains that the Hebrew Bible is a hundred years 
younger than the Moslem scriptures, embodied in 
the chronicle of Al Tabari and the Koran; and that 
the New Testament is two hundred years younger 
still. In other words, that the chronicle of Al Tabari 
was composed or redacted about a.D. 900, the He- 
brew Bible about a.D. 1000, and the Greek or Latin 
Testament about a.D. 1200. This would make 
Christianity only about seven hundred years old.— 
Antichrist. 
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News and Notes. 


The Arizona campaign rolls on in lively style. 
Even the Arizona Hicker has put in an appearance, 
only he is all the way from London, a wandering 
Bible pedler dispatched from the old world to con- 
vert the heathen of “the wild and woolly West.” 
He is a nondescript-looking individual, like one of 
Dickens’s caricatures, a cockney of the cockneys, 
thoroughly evangelized, and pervaded by a general 
air of almightiness, as if he had come direct from 
the throne of grace. He ventilated the-stock argu- 
ments of the Christian and dealt mainly in abuse 
-and exhortation. He mounted the platform on 
Thursday last after my lecture on “ What is Liber- 
alism ?” with the vim of a young David determined 
to destroy the Goliah of Infidelity. He declared 
that he had gone all through the slums of London, 
and had met with any quantity of * Secularists," all 
of whom were afraid to die. His idea of a Secular- 
ist was certainly as clear as mud. In evangelical 
parlance, the Secularist is a “bloated sinner.” The 
Bible defender said that my face had a look of 
* dark despair,” while his was all bright and shin- 
ing with the grace of God. “Look at my counte- 
nance,” he shouted, “is it not beaming with beauty 
and happiness?" At which the audience shouted 
uproariously, for a more cadaverous face was never 
presented to human vision. Turning to me he ex- 
ploited, “You were once a Christian minister. Were 
you a fraud then, or are you & fraud now?” What a 
truly Christian argument that was. I replied to 
him that I was as honest then as now; only then I 
was in the same state of ignorance in which he at 
present rejoiced. He stated that Christians had 
faith in God, and always died with blissful anticipa- 
tion. I quoted to him the last words of Jesus, 
« My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
This made him mad, and he had the appearance of 
& bulldog who would like to throttle me then and 
there. We gave him another chance on Saturday 
night, when he displayed all the venom of orthodox 
polemies. When some of the audience began to go 
out he vomited forth, “Go to the saloons where, 
you belong.” When I quoted the text, “Except 

.one come unto me and hate not his father,” etc., 
he gesticulated wildly with his arm and fiercely 
screamed, “You lie.” On Sunday evening the 
chairman was obliged to call him to order, since he 
would not observe parliamentary rules and resorted 
to abuse both of the audience and the spesker, and 
gave no arguments, and represented nothing and 
nobody, and time was too precious to be wasted in 
any “bear fight” in which only the Bible exponent 
could show his capacity. The audience, which filled 
the house, unanimously approved the decision. 
Freethinkers desire all the counter arguments pos- 
sible, and welcome gentlemen of every shade of 
opinion to their platfcrm, but patience and courtesy 
cease to be virtues when the only result is billings- 
gate and the fanatical fury of the wild beast of 
orthodoxy. Our work is for something else than a 
* monkey and a parrot " exhibition, since Christian- 
ity is the only participant that can furnish the 
monkey and the parrot. 

On Sunday afternoon, a series of “posers” in 
writing was presented; the following questions I 
was asked to publicly answer, which I did : 

1. “Did not the word * God’ appear in the Decla- 
ration of Independence?" I answered, « Yes.” 
The fathers of the republic were Deists, but not 
Christians. There is no Christ in the Declaration, 
and no God in the Constitution. 

2. « Were not Washington, Jefferson, ete., Chris- 
tians?” I answered, “No.” 

3. “Did not Voltaire recant?” I answered 
“No,” and referred the questioner to “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” which givs & true ac- 
count of the matter. Voltaire went through a cer- 
tain religious ceremony in order to insure a decent 
burial. This was to the disgrace of the church, but 
not of Voltaire. 

4. “Do you believe in the materialization of 
spirits?” I answered, « No.” 

The fifth question was a rattler. ‘Is not Spirit- 
ualism the very acme of blind, abominable, jugger- 
nautical fetichism—in other words, the most gigan- 
tic farce of the nineteenth century?” I answered, 
* No," and referred the questioner to my lecture on 
* Modern Spiritualism and Freethought.” 

6. “Are not all or nearly all mediums frauds, 
impostors, and empirics?” I answered, “ No.” 
Some of them, perhaps about the same per cent 


that preachers are frauds, a larger per cent of whom j 


are criminals than of any other class in the com- 
munity. 

7. * Do you consider the A. P. A. a true American 
society?” I answered that I was not in favor of 
secret political societies; and would not vote against 
any man simply on account of his religion. It is 
the church system I combat. 


8. «Is the A. P. A. indorsed by Liberals?” I 
answered, * Not as a body. : Some Liberals favor it, 
and some do not. It is a matter purely of personal 
opinion.” 

It is surmised that the Catholic priest was the 
author of these questions. 

This is the only artillery that the Christians so 
far hav been able to furnish; a * lame and impotent 
conclusion”? to their proud boastings before the 
Freethought movement began. We hav invited 
them to speak —offer them half the time; but they 
deelare that they will answer only in their own pul- 
pits. They started a revival meeting to offset our 
work, but it wound up on Friday night last, and on 
Sunday evening an honest Christian who came to 
my lecture after going to church made the assertion 
that my audience was larger than the attendance of 
all the churches put together. So it seems that we 
are getting in the swim. Indeed three-fourths of 
the people here are Liberals, and they are begin- 
ing to find out that Liberalism is a great and 
splendid movement the world over. We hav 
started a local organization and nearly one hun- 
dred names are on the list, and the same number 
hav united with the national organization. Dr. 
Miller is & royal worker. He has wonderful per- 
sistrnce. He is not daunted by any difficulties, 
and he has the enthusiasm of humanity. A thou- 
sand like him would make a magnificent army of 
progress. He is determined that Arizona shall 
come into the Union as a Secular state, and be 
foremost in the march of human freedom. I hav 
high hopes of this territory, which is so wonderful 
in its history, so wonderful in its wealth, so splen- 
did in its attractions, and on the verge of such vast 
improvements. Arizona will one day be the land to 
which every traveler will resort, for it surpasses the 
world in the grandeur and magnificence of its 
scenery. The great canon of the Colorado, wild 
and wonderful as a dream, two hundred miles in 
length, is without doubt the most amazing realm of 
picturesque and sublime panoramas which physical 
nature can unfold, and the mind is lost amidst its 
immense and gigantic forms. My pilgrim’s jour- 
ney will never be ended until it has traversed these 
vast and radiant solitudes where it seems as if 
ancient eons had piled their most marvelous exhi- 
bitions. 

The San Francisco mountains are a lofty and re- 
splendent landmark all over this wide country. 
One day last week I mounted a neighboring hill 
and beheld their white and brillignt peaks, and 
other mountains with their glittering banners 
stretching afar off into Utah. 

I think my friends in the blustering East would 
envy me if they could realize what lovely weather 
we hay had here during the past week. It is like 
paradise. We hav scarcely needed a fire. Beauti- 
ful blue skies, warm golden sunshine over hill and 
dale, marvelous sunsets with gates of glory to the 
sparkling immensity of night, with its unclouded 
stars and round, full moon majestically sailing on 
—these are the jewels which Arizona sets in the 
pathway of the pioneer, and I can rejoice in nat- 
ure’s sweetest smiles and loveliest adornments 
while knocking old superstition in the head. I 
couldn’t find a more exhilarating battlefield for 
Freethought. There is nothing “ cabined, cribbed, 
confined.” It is all open and vast, with infinit va- 
riety, and it makes one feel strong to fight tyranny 
when he touches earth even amidst desert sands 
with such surroundings of shining sky, snow-capped 
mountains, and valleys bathed in silver and gold as 
morning and evening pursue their entrancing flight. 

Dr. Miller has some stanch co-workers here, and 
in future pages I shall set down the roll of honor. 
It is impossible to mention all, for the list is con- 
stantly increasing. Of course there is plenty of 
hard work before us—Freethought doesn’t grow in 
a night. It isn’t merely a wave of excitement. It 
is & long and laborious pathway, up hill and stormy 


at times. But it has its compensations. If we 
climb we see vast extended prospects. If the 
storm comes its music is like a trumpet. Then 


there are golden days, hospitable homes, glowing 

firesides, fountains of song, and treasures of knowl- 

edge which never could come except to one who is 

always on the march. SawvEL P. Putnam. 
January 14, 295. 


The Campaign Book. 

Ihav the pleasure to acknowledge the following 
contributions for the books of our joint Congress: 
B. Doscher, 18 copies; L. A. Griswold, 18 copies; F. 
D. Rixford, 8 copies; B. Anderson, 50 copies; R. 
L. Taylor, 8 copies; Dan. & C. H. & C. W. & 
Wilton Crosby, 8 copies each; Copley Cottrell, 
8 copies; Jos. Wenzell, 8 copies; G. Lincoln, 8 
copies; L. Fowler, 50 copies; Lawrence Hofma, 
18 copies; Thos. Tripp, 50 copies; S. F. Benson, 


18 copies; W. C. Sturoe, 18 copies; F. B. Wam- ' 


baugh, 8 copies; Henry M. Taber, 8 copies; Mazo 
Manie (no name signed to letter), 18 copies ; J. H. 
Hunt, 50 copies; Jas. M. Lydon, 18 copies; A. 
Chapman, 8 copies. 

I hope it will keep on improving this way, 80 we 
can send this book all over America. It will be a 
book to hand out for others to read, and to set them 
thinking for themselves. 

E. C. Rxiogwarp, Treas. F. F. of A. 

234 South Water Street, Chicago. 


Observations. 


It is recorded in the newspapers that & mass 
meeting was recently held in Tacoma, Wash., to 
protest against the edict of the pope placing Odd 
Fellows, Knights of Pythias, and Sons of Temper- 
ance under the ban of the Catholic church. The 
meeting was attended by two thousand persons, 
which two thousand persons, I should say, would hav 
done well if they had remained to rejoice; for any- 
thing that will keep people out of the Catholic 
church is worth celebrating. To show how little 
these protesters thought about what they were doing 
it is only needful to observe that the meeting was 
held under the auspices of the American Protectiv 
Association, an order that excludes Roman Catho- 
lics from membership. And then, again, some of 
the secret societies banished by the pope impose 
conditions upon their members which would make 
it impossible for a Freethinker to join them with- 
out misrepresenting his conscience. But member- 
ship in either the church or the secret orders is not 
compulsory, and such being the fact, I do not see 
how the situation as regards them or their regula- 
tions could be any more delightful than it now is. 

Helen Gardener delivered an address in the Park 
Street church, Boston, the other night, on “ Woman 
as an Annex.” The church has always been known 
as “Brimstone Corner,” which, considering the 
speaker’s well-known sentiments on the subject of 
brimstone, givs the event a peculiar interest. I get 
this item from Col. C. S. Smart, who entertains 
great admiration and respect for Helen, although 
she is his wife. 


My attention has been called to an important 
subject by the receipt of some copies of the daily 
papers from Oshkosh, Wis., in which the morality of 
dancing is discussed by representative of the three 
sexes—men, women, and clergymen. Not long ago 
the Ladies’ Benevolent Society of Oshkosh an- 
nounced a series of dancing parties in the interest 
of charity. The ministerial association of the city, 
members of which were not invited, held a meeting 
and passed resolutions condemning the scheme; 
and then, as the ladies persisted in carrying out 
their program, the ministers preached sermons in 
denunciation of dancing. They said that it was an 
unwholesome amusement, especially dangerous to 
girls wearing corsets; that it was opposed to 
Christian sentiment, and that, above all, it was im- 
moral. It takes a minister or priest to plow the 
subsoil of baseness, and the way these fellows dis- 
cussed the night side of human nature was calcu- 
lated to make the innocent vile. One of them 
quoted from Christ the statement that for a man to 
look upon a woman with a desire, as it were, to be- 
come moreintimately acquainted with her, was tanta- 
mount to breaking the seventh commandment; and 
he maintained that when two people of opposing 
sexes were partners in a dance both of them com- 
mitted this offense. Summed up, the argument of 
the clegy was that dancing flourishes because the 
sexes unite in it. Otherwise, they ask, why do not 
women dance with women, and men with men? 

The ladies of Oshkosh exclaim, * The idea!’ and 
neither admit nor deny the clerical theory ; but the 
editor of the Morning Times published in that city 
repudiates it with scorn, and delivers him. 
self of the opinion that when a minister charges 
that “the pleasure of dancing consists in sensual 
suggestions, he gratuitously slurs the women of 
Oshkosh, and deliberately makes an accusation of 
the vilest nature against every one of them.” Still 
the editor does not answer the clergymen’s ques- 
tion why men and women dance with each other 
instead of with persons of their own sex. I would 
like to hav him do that. I hav laid the matter be- 
fore Mrs. M., who is a dancer, and she says the 
ministers are real mean to talk that way. I inquire 
if it is a fact that ladies enjoy dancing with gentle- 
men more than with other ladies, and she replies 
that she sees no harm in it if they do. Mrs. M. 
does not set herself up for a thinkess, and has not 
revised her language for publication, but the de- 
murrer suggests that perhaps there is nothing 
inherently wicked in the fact that the human race 
is divided into branches differing somewhat as to 
sex, and that this divergence is productiv of felici- 
tous results. By failing to recognize the salient facts 
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in the case the editor of the Oshkosh Morning | inflict upon him, for the safety 


Times has missed a valuable opportunity for ethical 
disquisition. As for the clergymen concerned in 
the discussion, they are pigs rooting in a flower 
garden. 


The gold reserve in the United States iréasury 
is falling, as usual. It is thirty millions below the 
minimum prescribed by lawyers, and is more like a 
remnant than a reserve. About this time look out 
for another issue of bonds, for the gentlemen who 
cooperate with the administration in this matter are 
still sucking hard at the treasury tap, and bonds 
are the only known thing that will induce them even 
momentarily to let up. The system is run like a 
hydraulic ram, and the money engineers at Wash- 
ington seem to be surprised that the ram does not 
throw back into the reservoir all the water it takes 
out; hence the demand for a currency bill to reverse 
the order of nature. A bill to cover the necessities 
of the case and preserve the system would be enti- 
tled, “An act providing that all streams shall run 
uphill, and declaring that an emergency exists.” If 
the scheme can be applied to currency, why not to 
currents? . 

The truth becomes apparent that when. these 
financial engineers diverted into the commercial sea 
that stream of silver which flowed from the mount- 
ains to the mint, they turned their reservoir into a 
stagnant pool, the little yellow rill trickling into 
it barely compensating for leakage and evaporation. 
It is a good enough watering-trough for the syndi- 
cate camel of many stomachs, and its outlet into the 
sacks of the bond-owners is a shining river; never- 
theless those who carry water to replenish it would 
most gladly see it dammed. 


Mr. J. D. Shaw of the Independent Pulpit deems 
it necessary to repel the charge of Mr. C. CO. Moore 
of the Blue Grass Blade that he does not advocate 
* moral reforms.” A little reflection will show Mr. 
Shaw that what he mistakes for an accusation is in 
a high sense a testimonial. It means that he has 
the habit of minding his own business and respect- 
ing the right of others to do the same, and that his 
merits hav compelled recognition. Few rewards 
are greater than that. 

As a rule which knows no exception, the moral 
reformer is & nuisance to the extent that he devotes 
himself to the business. I hav to use the word “ re- 
former,” because that is what he thinks he is and 
what general consent admits him to be, but when 
you get at his doctrin you will find he is no reformer 
at all, but an imprisoner; and that is not reform— 
it is reversion. His goal is not reformation but the 
penitentiary, and he measures his success by the 
number of persons he has thrown into jail. When 
he reports his arrests and spoliations, the fools gape 
and gurgle, * What a monstrous sight of good that 
man is doing!” Does the good actualize? Devil a 
bit. How, then, do they know that any good has 
been done? They don't; but they hear the bazoo 
of the reformer, and they hee-honk in unison. Be- 
sides, they believe in moral reform and don’t see 
how the doors of a jail can close on any man and 
not hav a moralizing influence on those outside. 
Let them draw the inference and it is immaterial 
who furnishes the facts. 

The friendless, the unpopular, and the unlucky 
are meat for the moral reformer. The liquor seller 
with small means is unpopular, and one moral 
reformer pounces upon him. The street-walker is 
friendless, and another moral reformer gets his 
claws upon her. The advocate of unfamiliar views 
about social relations is an outcast, and a third 
moral reformer leaps astride of his neck. The un- 
happily married being out of luck, other moral 
reformers look to it that laws are passed to keep 
them so; while the whole brood sleep with an eye 
open to catch an Infidel off his guard. The moral 
reformer knows no distinction between a guilty act 
and a wrong one, between acrime and a mistake. A 
malicious, vindictiv hater of mankind, he is a pesti- 
lence to himself and the world he live in. 

The moral reformer—that is, the moral impris- 
oner—to wit, the Sundayite, the theocrat, the 
divorce tinkerer, the purity pander, the literary cen- 
sor—I regard as a good deal less desirable citizens 
than our open enemies, those revolutionary individ- 
uals called propagandists by deed; for when one of 
these last gets in his work, we are permitted sum- 
marily to hang him, while as to the others, though 
they are the more dangerous in the proportion that 
the power they invoke for evil is greater, yet we 
must protect them out of respect for that liberty 
which they design to destroy. I should make a 
very indifferent judge under present laws and prec- 
edents, being firmly convinced that if a person were 
to come before me and demand that a neighbor be 
fined or imprisoned for violation of one of these 
“moral,” sumptuary, or religious statutes, I should 


a of society, the pen- 
alty prescribed for the accused. 

Let Mr. Shaw cherish the words of Mr. Moore. 
Let him paste them in his hat, and they shall be as 


| a, chaplet upon his brow. 


The religious organizations of New York, through 
their charitable institutions, are getting a flavor of 
what they hav to admit is a union of church and 
state. A majority of clergymen deny that public 
appropriations for the support of religion consti- 
tute in any sense sucha union. So long as the 
churches can get exemption, protection, and appro- 
priations from the state, and use those privileges as 
they see fit, there is no union according to the 
preachers; but when the: officers of state begin to 
overlook the affairs of the church and to inquire 
what use it is making of its subsidies, then the union 
is acknowledged and the church protests. Now 
the fact is that the charitable institutions of this 
state are nought else but annexes to the churches 
they arerun by. They are sectarian, or at least 
denominational. They are used by the various 
ecclesiastical bodies as an excuse for soliciting con- 
tributions, as a beggar exhibits his self-raised sores 
for the purpose of exciting sympathy and procuring 
alms. A dollar appropriated for their support is a 
gift to the churches. Heretofore the managers hav 
had but to walk up to the comptroller’s window and 
get their coin, but under the new constitution of 
New York money is to be paid to them only upon 
recommendation of the state board of charities. 
Here we hav state surveillance of religious institu- 
tions, which in the eyes of an American churchman 
is nothing less than Satanic. The minister knows 
it is his province to dictate to the politician, and he 
has his nose in all public concerns as far as he can 
thrust it, but when, in consideration of favors 
granted, the politician takes a look behind the altar, 
that is quite a different proposition. This state of 
affairs is one that has arisen necessarily out of the 
nature of the parties concerned. For if the clergy- 
man knows that he is commissioned by the almighty 
God to run the earth, the politician is equally sure 
that he is authorized by the almighty Mob to dis- 
charge the same office. No minister ever for a mo- 
ment entertains a suspicion that his functions are 
limited, and from what I hav read of congressional 
and legislativ debates, I conclude that it is the same 
with the politician—a measure may be for or against 
his interests, but it is never outside his “scope.” 
The ministers up to the present time hav been call- 
ing on the politician for favors, and getting them. 
Now the politician is looking after his investments. 
He suspects that there must be something in this 
charity racket, or the priests and clergy would not 
work it so industriously. 

Up to this point my sympathies are with the poli- 
tician. He has made sundry laws and ordinances 
at the request of the church, and he has given it 
money and land—not his own, of course, but he has 
given them; and so, as à patron of the institution, 
he is, I think, entitled to his squawk. Let the good 
work go on. Gxo. E. MaoDoNALD. 


Lecture Notes. 


On the 8th of January I arrived at my first ap- 
pointment on my Eastern trip, Moline, Ill. The 
January snow storms, which are so well known on 
the Iowa prairies, were in full force, and, outwardly, 
the scene was not very inviting. My correspondent, 
Mr. John L. Bean, of Rock Island, met me at the 
depot and conducted me to his glowing fireside. 
Mr. Bean is just eighty-one years old—hale, hearty, 
and yet full of the fire of youth. He made all ar- 
rangements for my Jectures. The Unitarian church 
had been secured, and there I gave my first lecture 
on the “Great Religious Conspiracy.” Some of our 
Unitarian friends objected to my use of the term 
“religious.” They interpret religion to mean “right 
living.” To this definition no Liberal will take ex- 
ception. Yet the fact remains that the word as 
used in the literature of the present time, and as 
understood by the majority of the people, refers to 
God, heaven, hell, & future life, and our relations to 
the supernatural. In the progress of thought old 
words will change their meanings, but to avoid mis- 
understanding a word must be used as the majority 
accept it. The word Christian is understood to 
mean one who believes in the divinity of Christ and 
the inspiration of the Bible, even though many call 
themselvs Christians who do not accept these things. 
So with religion. As logical reasoning must depend 
on correct definitions and clear understanding, it is 
necessary to cultivate both. The minister of the 
church, Rev. Ida C. Houltin, honored me by her 
presence the first evening. Wednesday evening I 
spoke on “ The Bible in the Light of Modern Criti- 
cism.” The Friday night lecture was postponed 
on account of a snow storm until Sunday afier- 
noon, when we had the largest audience during the 
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course. Moline contains about fifteen thousand 
inhabitants, and is a manufacturing town on a 
large scale It has, I believe, the largest plow 
works in the world. Orthodoxy. however, is also 
strong, yet I found many stanch Liberals. It was 
a pleasure for me to visit Mr. Orlando Child, who 
has lived here since 1856. Mr. Child is also in the 
evening of life, being eighty-three, and may he yet 
‘reach the hundredth milestone. Messrs. Heminway 
and Woodworth, officers of the church, also gave 
us assistance. Mr. H. F. Wehrend and his mother 
are substantial Freethinkers. Sunday morning I 
attended Miss Houltin's lecture on the * Origin of 
Man,” the ninth in a series. It was scientific, elo- 
| quent, and so plain that all could. understand this, 
to many, unfamiliar subject. If the one hun- 
dred thousand preachers in this country would 
preach such sermons as this one, ignorance would 
soon vanish: The orthodox pulpit has told the 
world that Freethought throws no light upon the 
great problem of human existence. While the 
mystery is not yet wholly solved, Infidels hav dis- 
covered more truth regarding it than the Christian 
church, with all its pretense. It has only dogma- 
tized, principally by saying that man arose from a 
mud puddle. Among the attendants at my Moline 
lectures was Mr. Scharfenburg, of Davenport, Ia., 
a man who is not only a true-blue Liberal, but a 
lecturer himself of much ability, speaking both in 
the English and the German languages. He in- 
vited me to givalecture in Davenport. Though we 
had short notice, a good audience greeted me in the 
Unitarian church. The Rev. Arthur Judy, who 
preaches in this church, is a splendid man, and it is 
largely due to his efforts that my lecture was a suc- 
cess. He made an appropriate speech in introduc- 
ing me, and closed the meeting by another one. 
Mr. Judy’s church, I believe, is the most prosper- 
ous of the Unitarian denomination in Iowa. He 
said that no man with honest opinions, properly 
expressed, should be refused a hearing in his pul- 
pit. Mr.Bean came over fram Rock Island. After 
the lecture we repaired to Mr. Scharfenburg's house, 
where I was entertained for an hour by himself and 
family. Allare Liberals to the core. After a short 
visit again with Mr. Bean, I left for other fields of 
labor. 

While I am in the East. I hope my Liberal 
friends in Iowa, and the adjoiñing states, will ar- 
range for many lectures during the spring and 
summer. I will then be with them, and hope to be 
kept busy. FRANELIN SEINER. 


Leetures and Meetings. 


COLONEL IxcERSOoLL's lecture appointments: January — 
27th, New York City. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War 
ner's Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 

Mrs. Freeman’s lecture appointments: Boston, Mass., 
Jan. 97th, Feb. 8d. and 10th. Mrs. Freeman desires 
to lecture during February Those wishing to se- 
cure dates not taken please writs Mrs. Freeman at once, 
1087 West Madison street, Chicago, Til. 


Tut Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for Januarv: 

January 27th—'* What we Owe to Thomas Paine.” Mr. 
T. B. Wakeman. 

Tug Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at8 o'elook, Program for January: 

January 26th—'*The Third Consciousness or Sixth 
Sense.” Prof. A. L. Rawson. 

Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: 

January 27th, 1895—''The Bible in the Light of Higher 
Criticism.” Franklin Steiner, of Des Moines, Ta. 

FRANKLIN STEINER'S lecture engagements so far as now 

arranged are: 


Jan. 97......... Cincinnati, O, Feb. 17...... Brockton, Mass. 
Jan. 29.....Grafton, W. Va, Feb. 24.... Haverhill, Mass. 
Feb. 3.....Philadelphia, Pa, Feb. 27...... Booth Bay, Me. 
Feb. 7....... Meriden, Conn. Mar. 3.......... Boston, Mass. 
Feb. 10, East Dennis, Mass. Mar. 8...... New York, N. Y. 
Feb. 12...... Harwich, Mass. Mar. 10......Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Feb. 17......... Boston, Mass. Mar. 10........ Newark, N. J. 


Address Mr. Steiner for lectures in the vicinity of these 
places, or in Northern New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, in care of this office. 


Mr. Remssure did not hav a very large audience at 
Lexington, Ky., but his address was appreciated by those 
who were wise enough to hear it, if we may judge by 
these warm words of praise from the Press-Zranscript: 
* Mr, J. E. Remsburg, of Atchison, Kan., one of the 
most eminent Freethought lecturers on the American 
Liberal platform, delivered an eloquent lecture in the 
Court House last night to about sixty men. His subject 
wag ‘False Claims of the Church,’ and was a masterly 
effort in every sense of the word. He isa clear, logical 
writer, a powerful and a ready thinker, and is a brilliant 
and pungent satirist. His smooth, even sentences, 
splendid rhetoric, and grand reach of thought make him 
one of the greatest as well as one of the most captivating 

! speakers in the anti-religious world.” 
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Ioetters of Friends. 


*€ They Say ” that It Deserves the Praise. 
Nares, N. Y., Jan. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send me the much- 

bragged.up TRUTH SESKER ANNUAL that 

I may get a little more ‘‘hell fire and 

brimstone,” eto., into my head. Twenty- 
five cents inclosed. Geo. L. SmITE. 


Makes Himself a New Year’s Present. 


RusuMonz, O., Jan. 1, 295. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $0.50, for 
which send me **Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and renew my subscription 
to the grand old paper. I hav been want- 
ing ‘‘Four Hundred Years" for a long 
time, 80 I thought I would purchase it on 

New Year's Day. 
N. B. S. HEDLEBAUGE. 


Irradiating the Fogs. 
ArnLISoN, Mo., Jan. 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find 50 cents for 
three months’ trial subscription to Tur 
Trota SEEKER for a friend. 
' We are doing what lies in our power for 
Freethought and hav met with good suc- 
cess 80 far. We propose to keep pounding 
away until the light of reason illumins the 
fog of superstition in this locality. 
Wishing you success, I remain, 
Yours truly, LUTE JERSEY. 


Cheerfully Hopeful at Eighty. 
Lesvure, OR., Jan. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Evrror: I inclose $6 to be placed to 
my credit for Tue TRUTH SxrxrkxR. 

I hav takeu the paper ever since Mr. 
Bennett moved his press to New York and 
am in hopes that I may liv to take it 
twenty years more. Then I can count my 
one hundred, as I am eighty past now and 
am in hopes Tus TavurH Sneker may liv 
as long as I do. Joun CoaswEnr. 


Superior to What Was Expected. 


MawsonzsrER, Mo., Jan. 7, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Incloged find $5 25 tore- 
new my subscription to the paper, and for 
“Darwin and After Darwin," also the 
ANNUAL for 1895. I am reading ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” with the 
greatest interest, and consider it one of 
the most valuable books that I hav ever 
perused. It merits a large circulation, and 
: I hope that you will soon hav to issue a 
second edition. The portraits alone are 
worth the price of the book, and are much 
superior to what I expected to get when I 

subscribed for the volume. 
C. W. Cares. 


Slaves of the Church-Siate. 


Santa Cruz, Can, Jan. 1, 295. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $1, for 
which send me Colonel TIngersoll's ** Holy 
Bible,” ** Lincoln,” and ** Shakspere," also 
the Annuar. A correspondent from Fin- 
land writes: ‘‘ Queer things are happening 
here; citizens are now made by force to 
mourn in black for the late ezar, and men 
and women pray long in the churches, and 
their eyes become black-ringed from sad- 
ness. If you ask them why this grief and 
sorrow, they fear to even answer. They 
fear to speak the truth, or to talk at all of 
Freethought. They know the sun shuns 
Siberia; the knout cuts the flesh into 
mince; it withers many; it kills many, and 
many it turns int» beasts; and Katorga is 
as the blight of God, but Christ said, 
‘Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted’ (Mat. v, 4)." Is the 
God-in-the-Constitution party in favor of 
such à barbarous government? I cannot 
believe in the Russian nagaika, and if told 
by some God-party man that ‘‘I must be- 
lieve or go to hell,” then I'll go to hell; 
that’s all! VICTOR LAINE. 


New Soil Turned. 


ORANGEVILLE, Pa., Dec. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: On the 26th I had the 
pleasure of listening to a lecture by J. E. 
Remsburg, at Benton, Pa., on ‘False 
Claims." Mr. Remsburg lectured at Glen 
City in the southern end of this county on 
the 24th, which, with the lecture at Ben- 
ton, are the only lectures on Freethought 
in this county, so far as I know, The 
local press at Benton gave us the usual 
free advertisment by calling names, etc., 
but they did us more service than they 
intended; but for them we would not hav 


‘up the shekels. 


| been well advertised. We had a good 

meeting; qnite a success, considering all 
The audience was not 
large, but there were several ladies pres- | 
ent, although we were right iu one of the 


the opposition. 


worst blizzards we hav had for years. 
Most of those present were young men, 
and a quieter, more orderly meeting no 
church in our country could boast. The 
expenses were all paid by voluntary con- 
tributions from friends; there was no 
admission charged, nor collection taken 
up among the audience. Now that the ice 
is broken, I think there should be no 
difficulty in having many more such 
meetings. There are enough of us, if we 
can get together; we are unfortunately 
too poor to drive ahead as I would like. 
Yours for liberty, M. S. Haynunsr. 


Now. 
They’ve been singing sweet songs of the 
“Long Ago,” 
And the beautiful ** By-and- By," 
With never a strain for the passing time 
We are living in, you and I. 
The long ago is an old, old time, 
And a trying one when it was here; 
Only the enchantment that distance lends 
Makes it now seem so dear. 


The sweet by-and-by is a radiant time 
When seen through the coming years; 
Say, willit ever come to be now 
And chase away all our fears? 
When the sweet by-and-by comes to be 
now, 
And the now is the long ago, 
Will hands grow weary and hearts still 
ache, 
As now, I would like to know? 


Hearts grow wearied with waiting in vain 
For the sweet by-and by to come. 

The now slips into the long ago, 
Yet 'tis now, and ’tis wearisome. 

And now is the time we must do our work; 
We may dream of the long ago, 

And wistfully hope for the sweet by-and-by 
But now is all that we know. 

O sing us a song for the present time 
That shall keep up our waning faith, 

While the sweet by-and-by is coming to us, 
And the long ago seems but a myth. 

NETTIE OVERTON. 


Would Go to the’ Top *f the Grade. 


'TRonNsUnRG, Ia., Deo. 30, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: The tab on Tue TRUTH 
SEFKER wrapper warns me that we hav 
about come to the station to which my 
passage is paid, and I must either renew 
or get off. But we are only half way up 
the mountaiu of ‘‘universal mental lib. 
erty,” and as I wish to be among the crew 
when the summit is reached, I shall keep 
on paying my fare as long as I can scrape 


I hav been studying my bible, ** Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” some 
lately, and find it a great improvement 
over the old Jewish production of several 
thousand years ago. Brother Putnam has 
done us a valuable service in writing it. 
It should be translated into the leading 
languages of the world and widely circu- 
lated. ` 

It is wonderful how many of the great 
newspapers of our land are making false 
and bitter attacks on leading Freethinkers, 
especially Ingersoll, of late. I believe it 
is a good sign. These articles are no 
doubt prompted by the preachers, who are 
not so anxious fo save people's souls ag 
they are to obtain their money. It makes 
one think of Heston's cartoon in which the 
Freethought press makes the animals hiss. 
Every Freethinker who emerges from one 
of Ingersoll's lecture halls means less pelf 
for the preacher. ; 

Inelosed you wil find $4.50, for which 
please send Tue TRUTA SEEKER and '* The 
Dynamic Theory," by J. B. Alexander. 

Yours for mental liberty, 
E. D. Nauman. 


The Loving Charity of Religion. 

PonrLaND, Me., Jan. 8, 1895. 

Mr. EprroR: For the inclosed $1 please 
send to my friend Thompson Bronson C. 
Keeler's ‘‘Short History of the Bible;" 
also the Annuar for 1895 The Rev. H. L. 
Hastings, of Boston, lectured here last 
week and utterly annihilated Colonel In- 
gersol; that is, most of his hearers thought 
so. I hav waited for some one to call atten- 
tion to his illogical arguments; shall do 


spoke well of it. 
work of such evident merit should be pub- 
lished anonymously. 


such an article inserted in any of our pa- 
pers. 

The following, which I handed to one of 
the evening papers, did not appear. A 
similar article appeared in one of the Sun- 
day papers, but it did not record all of the 
horrible speech: ‘‘ While returning from 
the lecture of the Rev. Mr. Hastings last 
evening, I overheard a remark, inspired 
by religious bigotry, that would make a 
devil blush. A woman was telling her 
companion of two little girls who were go- 
ing to attend some theatrical performance, 
but before the time arrived they were 
stricken with diphtheria and, she added, 
‘In my heart I thanked God for the 
diphtheria that kept those children from 
attending the theater.’ The worship of a 
wooden idol is a better religion than the 
creed that inspired such a hellish senti- 
ment.” It wouldn't do to show how a be- 
lief in the Bible stifles the instincts of 
humanity. H. Q. Norron. 


Discovery of an Anonymous Author. 
Baxcor, Micu., Jan. 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: John S. Patterson, who 
died October 31st, at his home, Berlin 
Hights, Erie county, O., in his seventy- 
third year, is the author of ‘Conflict in 
Nature and Life,” an anonymous publica- 


tion issued some years since by D. Apple- 
ton & Co. It produced a profound sensa- 


tion among the forty or more reviewers 
who noticed it at the time. Most of them 
Many marveled that a 


One of these reviewers, in a Boston 


paper, said: ‘‘ In trying to conjecture who 


the author could be I hav thought over all 
the college professors of New England and 
I do not find one capable of producing 
such a book.” Theauthor was self-taught, 
never having had the advantage of a 
collegiate education or university exten- 
sion. 

This work of five hundred pages, as set 
forth on the title page, ‘‘ is a study of the 
antagonism in the constitution of things 


for the elucidation of the problem of good 


and evil and the reconciliation of optimism 
and pessimism,” and was the resmlt of 
twenty yearsof patient study and research 
amid the labors of a farm and providing 
for the needs of & family. He learned 
both German and French that he might go 
to the fouutainhead of the knowledge he 
sought. He aimed not for fame, but 
labored for the love of knowledge and 
truth and the hope of benefiting others, 
together with the joy of literary work; 
consequently this, with several lesser 
works, was published without his name, 
made known for the first through friends 
since his death. 

By nature a reformer, with an early 
inclination for the acquirement of knowl- 
edge, he was already deep in the studies 
of ** Conflict in Nature and Life" when 
Joseph Treat established a Socialistic 
eommunity at Berlin Hights, O., nearly 
forty years ago. The reformatory ten- 
deneies of this community —a sort of 
Buckeye Brook Farm—with its crude 
embodiment of more modern altruism, 
attracted him aud he settled with his wife 
and four children on a fruit farm one mile 
east of the community, in an atmosphere 
of culture, refinement, and progress, as he 
believed, though distant from the large 
centers of intellectual culture. Here he 
labored with brain and brawn. At one 
time he was closely connected with the 
Social Revolutionist, a social reform 
journal published weekly by the commu- 
nity. 

One edition of this journal, like many 
another reformer of old, was burned to 
appease the indignation of conservativ 
citizens. A delegation of women cof the 
Presbyterian church waylaid and over- 
powered one of the publishers, Francis 
Barry, on his way to the post-office with 
the weekly edition for subscribers, seized 
and burned them in front of their church. 

The student-author did not realize his 
expectations in this community, and came 
to feel a measure of unhappiness in the 
social ostracism of his children, when they 
came to maturity, that he had never felt 
for himself, knowing it to be part of a 
reformer’s portion. Finding parental 


instinct stronger than reformatory prin-- 


so myself, but it is doubtful if I can get 


tion a somewhat similar defense. 


tians are better than their creeds.” 
he attacked '*Churchianity " rather than 


ciples, he withdrew to himself and his 
studies, seeking companionship only in 
his family, his farm, and a few choice 
friends; striving to solve the problem of 
good aud evil in their relations to human 
destiny, almost until his last breath, being 
Sick but eight hours. He made no pro- 
fession of a religious character. A devoted 
student of nature and life, their relations 
and correlations to the great sum of 
human existence, gave him a faith in 
the ultimate good of his kind that placed 
him beyond the reach of the fear of death 
and its unknown afterwards. 
NETTI OVERTON. 


From a Tireless Worker, 


BREATHEDSVILLE, MD., Jan. 12, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: In a three quarter-colamn 
report of Rev. E. H. Delk’s sermon criti- 
cising Mr. Remsburg’s recent lecture here, 
the Hagerstown Globe reports Reverend 
Delk as saying that certain persons are 
** not Freethinkers, but loose thinkers and 
fools." Yet the Globe returned unpub- 
lished the following brief and dispassion- 


ate defense of Freethinkers, and the Mail 


has, for ten days, withheld from publica- 
We 
might priut and circulate this defense on 


handbills, stating as an excuse therefor 
our inability to get access to the columns 
of local papers, but, since those papers 
gave comparativly fair reports of Mr. 
Remsbure’s lecture, we prefer not to thus 
cast on them the reflection that Hagers- 
town's ‘‘freedom of the press" lies in 
handbills or circulars only. 


D. W. G. 
FREETHOUGHT DEFENDED., 
Mr. Eprror: Christian charity should, in 


justice to Mr. J. E, Remsburg and to Free- 


thinkers generally, certainly permit the 


correction of some misconceptions regard- 
ing them, evinced in the kindly criticism 


by Rev. E. H. Delk. Without genuin in- 
tellectual hospitality in the heart, cold 


alms-giving ‘‘charity,” merely from the 
pocket, is but a hollow mockery. 


Like our courts of justice, Freethinkers 
seek truth by equally hearing both sides. 


The conspicuous absence, at Mr, Rems- 
burg’s lectare, of the specially invited 
clergy was unfortunate. 


Mr. Remsburg charitably said: ‘‘ Chris- 
And 


Christianity, as any one can see by reading 
his entire lecture which TRE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y., printed verba- 
tim. 


Can a just God send murderers to heaven 
and their ‘‘unprepared” moral victims to 
hell? Is it wicked to think God more just 
than some Christians think him? Will 
heaven prefer the society of repentant 
murderers to that of lifelong moral men? 
Does such a doctrin promote morality? 

Reverend Delk thinks that propagating 
Freethought may be a greater crime than 
murder! Would he then inflict a heavier 
penalty on it? Would he resurrect the 
Inquisition and its tools of torture? If 
not, why not? 

Until quite recently, the New York Ob- 
server claimed that Thomas Paine recanted 
and repented before his death. Either he 
was a Christian then, or Washington, Lin- 
coln, and Wendell Phillips, who never 
joined the church, were no Christians. As 
the clergy, in Paine's day, freely imbibed 
intoxicants, he may hav done likewise, 
though it has never been proven that he 
did. Leastwise, his head was clear enough 
to produce arguments so strong that the 
clergy prefer to attack his habits rather 
than his arguments. And they prefer to. 
day to *'*answer" Freethinkers by similar 
personalities. ‘ 

If, as Reverend Delk avers, ‘‘Freethink- 
ing and loose living are bed-fellows," why 
are there no Freethinkers in our jails and 
penitentiaries? Does he not **throw aside 
fact" here, and become a **loose thinker?” 

In this country church and state are 
practically separate. The church main. 
tains disciplin by the fear of punishment 
and hope of reward beyond the grave. 
The state maintains order by jails, peni- 
tentiaries, and gibbets here. If ‘‘ secular- 
ism, as a moral force, is a farce," as RE :v- 
erend Delk asserts, would he then abolish 
the state and its punishments? If not, 
why not? 

For slavery, Abolitionists offered nega- 
tion—no slavery; for witch-burning, re- 


formers 


doctors cure their patients of small-pox, 
must they necessarily giv them some other 
disease in its stead? Is not truth a suff- 
cient substitute for error? 

Belief results from weighing. evidence. 
Sufficient evidence will convince men, even 
against their will, Hence lawyers, poli- 
tioians, and theologians endeavor to 
exclude adverse evidence. Belief is 
therefore, as involuntary, a8 uncontrolable 
as your heart-beats. Will God bless or 
curse us for ihat over which we hav no 
control—our belief? Would we not slander 
God to so aconse him? Men make books, 
but can’t make your brains or reason. 
God-made reason is a better guide than 
man-made books. Don't bury your tal- 
ents in a creed, but use them. Free- 
thought appeals to man’s noblest faculty— 
the only one that distinguishes him from 
the brute—reason. 

With malice toward none and intellect- 
ual hospitality toward all we invite you 
to reason. PROGRESSIV F'REETHINEKER. 

Breathedsville, Md., Jan. 4, 1895. 


What Do You Believe ? 


MonTPELIEB, IND., Dac. 15, 1894. 

Drar Reaver: You profess to be a Chris- 
tian. Do you claim to believe the pri- 
mary dootrins of the Christian religion— 
that the Lord God made Adam and Eve 
and put them in the Garden of Eden and 
forbade them partaking of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil ; but 
that they ate of the forbidden fruit, for 
which offense the Lord God pronounced 
the curse on the man and the woman and 
turned them out of the garden, but ‘‘ unto 
Adam also and to his wife did the Lord 
God make coats of skins and clothed 
them”? This is claimed to be man's fall 
from a state of perfection to that of total 
depravity, and afterward mankind became 
more wicked continually. 


The Lord God tried various methods to: 


appease his anger and to redeem man; 
finally, he sent his only begotten son into 
the world to suffer an ignominious death 
ou the cross as a sacrifice acceptable to 
God for the redemption of such as accept 
the terms of salvation, but such as die 
without accepting such terms must suffer 
the penalty of eternal torment. 

The above [ understand to be cardinal 
Chriatiau doctrins, which must include 
the history of creation as taught in the 
first three chapters of Genesis, which con- 
templates the flat earth theory with the 
firmament that divides the waters below 

' the firmament from the waters above the 
firmament and places the sun, moon, and 
stars in the firmament. It also contem- 
plates a personal God, for Adam and Eve 
t heard the voice of the Lord God walk- 
ing in the cool of the day, and Adam and 
his wife hid themselvs from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees f the 
garden, and the Lord God called unto 
Adam and said unto him ‘ Where art 
thou?” My Christian friend, if you ac- 
cept this creation story, I advise you to be 
just to yourself, and send twenty-five 
cents to the office of Tas TRUTH ESKER 
and procure the ‘‘Irreconcilable Records; 
or, Genesis and Geology," by William 
Danton, and read it. If you believe the 
Lord God or his voice to be a personal en- 
tity capable of walking in the garden and 
Adam and Eve capable of hiding from 
him among the trees, please reflect on the 
immensity of the universe; consider the 
littleness and yet the greatness of man, 
who can exert quite a controling influence 
on the development of the surface of the 
earth through the labor he bestows upon 
it, and then contemplate the magnitude of 
the earth, and that science teaches us that 
the earth is only one of a number of 
planets revolving around our sun, and 
it only one of a number of suns with 
their planetary groups revolving around 
them and all revolving around their great 
central sun, which perhaps forms only 
one constellation of stars. In order that 
we may form a partial idea of the vastness 
of the universe, we will suppose we are in 
the center and we behold the immensity 
of the starry heavens, each body a meteor, 
comet, planet, or sun developing to more 
refined conditions; some not sufficiently 


offered negation—no  witch- 
burning; and for superstition, Freethink- 
ers offer negation—no superstition. Yet 
Reverend Delk objects to negation. When 


. minds of the audience. 


developed to sustain animal or vegetable 
life, others farther advanced than our 
planet earth; but we will apply the power- 
ful telescopic Jens at the James Lick ob- 
servatory, and find we know very little of 
the sublime immensity. We suppose our- 
Selvs to be in the center and suppose a 
being ona planet on the extreme outside 


of our supposed universe making observa- |. 


tions and conclusions similar to what we 
hav done, and he imagins himself in the 
center by the same process of reasoning, 
beholds another still farther on who ob- 
serves and reasons in the same way, be- 
cause he is as near the center as we are, 
because immensity can hav no bounds. 

When we contemplate the imbecil idea 
of the man-made Lord God creating the 
universal whole out of nothing, who can 
avoid seeing the inconsistency? The idea 
is contrary to all sound philosophy at bést. 
and the Lord God is, comparativly speak- 
ing, as impotent for such & task as the 
infant sitting on the floor sucking its rattle- 
box; and yet on these silly claims are 
founded the fall of man, and on that the 
Christian messiah and the absurd doctrin 
of the immaculate conception. 

Sacrifice to appease any angry God or 
secure his favor has always attended the 
religions of the past since we hav had any 
means of knowing their history. 

Man was ignorant of the laws of his en- 
vironment, and mistaking the casualties 
of nature for the vengeance of a supposed 
angry God, his fear was excited and the 
plan was suggested of seeking his forgiv- 
ness throuzh prayer or supplication, and 
praises and presents in the form of sacri- 
fices, and the greater the sacrifice of the 
donor the greater the worth of the obla- 
tion. 

A storm may rage or a flood may deluge 
a city or an earthquake may rend a conti- 
nent, regardless of a man or a community 
of human beinga. All these casualties 
take place regardless of human existence; 
if a city of hamau beings sin the way, it 
does not check the forces of nature— 
they are propelled by laws foreign to 
man’s special welfare and not designed to 
make him suffor.. Bat man, in his igno- 
ranse, thinks he isof moreimportance than 
all the remaiodar of natural things. If a 
man gets scalded to death by the explosion 
ofa steam boiler, or swallowed up by an 
earthquake, it is not a god's wickedness 
buta casualty resulting from the fact of 
the man being in the way of the impending 
danger. 

Natural causes must produce their nec- 
essary results, and all the prayers an 1 sup- 
plications ever uttered will not suspend 
this law of cause and effect—therefore. 
prayers hav no effect excepting on the 
We are advised to 
pray, ‘‘Giv us this day our daily bread "— 
it says: Giv without any thought of 
compensation—that is, I am to receive 
bread without earning it, although it re- 
quires labor to produce it; so I am to pray 
for my bread, and some other person is to 
do the work to produce it without remu- 
neration. ‘* Ask and ye shall receive ” is 
another promis that amounts to the same 
thing, to liv on the labor of others without 
giving a compensation. ‘‘Take no thought 
for the morrow " is another theory that is 
even more untenable than the others. 
Forethought is strictly necessary to per- 
petuate our existence. The person who 
takes no thought for the future must hav 
a care-taker or die of want, because 
thou rht must be exerted t» perpetuate any 
animal existence; the most stupid animal 
must take thought for its existence, or 
some higher intelligence must think for it, 
or it must die of want. 

The great redeeming clause of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount is the command to do 
as you would be done by, which is merely 
borrowed from & more ancient author— 
Confucius. 

I would like to show that the religion 
taught by Jesus is obtained from what the 
Parsees taught as the doctrin relativ to 
their God Vishnu and his son and medi- 
ator Orishna, and that this was amalgam- 
ated with Judaism, and known as the 
dootrins of the Eissenes, and also that the 
religion we call Christianity is an amal- 
gamation of Essenism and paganism, but 
lack of space forbids. 

There is nothing miraculous or mysteri- 
ous about it, but this amalgamated relig- 
on was forced upon the different states 
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of the world by military power and the 
shedding of rivers of blood. 

Such, in brief, is the history of Chris- 
Vanity, which has been and is a bin- 
drance to the development of man’s better 
nature, WILLIAM ALLEN. 

Secular Work in Oregon. 
Jan. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: The Liberals of Oregon 
are thoronghly alive. The secret has been 
solved and those who, on’y a few years 
ago, despaired of ever seeing the Free- 
thought flag firmly planted on the west- 
ern coast, are now jubilant over the suc- 
cess under the new modus operandi. 

We hav learned to meet the enemy on 
home ground. So long as Liberalism was 
unorganized and championed by compar- 
ativly only a few, and most of them trav- 
eling lecturers, the Christian churches felt 
no insecurity, but when we place a perma- 
nent lecturer in a town or city, whose 
business it is to organize Secular Sunday- 
schools, Young People’s societies, Free 
Reading clubs, etc., there is a decided 
manifestation of unrest among the church 
leaders. They know that the success of 
their organization is due to the fact that 
they hay furnished entertainment for the 
young. Seoularists acknowledge this fact, 
but hav failed to profit by it. Although 
far from perfection, the progress of the 
cause on this coast during the past two 
years is ample evidence that our system is 
not entirely a bad one. 

Christmas, the old pagan holiday in 
honor of the return of the San, was ap- 
propriately observed in Portland. A few 
of the most radical Liberals objected to 
celebrating the day simply because it 
would seem that we were perpetuating 
Christian superstition. Others maintained 
that the most effectual way of destroying 
the superstitious ideas associated with the 
day would be to hold a celebration and ex- 
plain to the children the true origin of 
Christmas and Santa Claus. Conse- 
quently, the Portland Seeular Sunday- 
school gave a very pleasing entertainment 
at the Secular church on Sunday after- 
noon, Dacember 23d. The stage was 
artistically decorated with evergreens and 
flags, and a ladder, wound with red 
white and: blue bunting, was suspended 
diagonally across the wall just behind the 
speaker’s stand. Upon this ladder were 
hung numerous presents for the Sunday- 
school children. The exercises consisted 
of a portion of the regular Sunday-school 
work, a musical and literary program by 
the children, and a review of the lesson 
upon the subject of Christmas, by Annie 
E. Barker, of the Forest Grove Secular 
Society, after which she delivered a short 
address upon the origin of the day, ani 
also of Santa Claus, much to the interest 
and instraction of the children and the 
entertainment of the audience. She re- 
ferred in very beautiful and appropriate 
words to the ladder —the emblem of prog- 
ress—the means by which we mount to the 
‘most glorious intellectual and spiritual 
attainments. ‘* We rise only by what we 
put under our feet,” said the speaker; a 
thought that deeply impressed every 
hearer. : 

The unloading of the ladder was a feat- 
ure of special interest to the little ones, 
and repaid them well for the excellent 
program they had so perfectly rendered. 
The officers of the Sunday school were 
remembered with  beautifnl gifts, as 
were also quite a number of frieads who 
hav done so much to make the organiza- 
tion a success. I feel that it is especially 
due to the faithful members of the Port- 
land Secular church that I mantion the 
very handsome and useful gift bestowed 
Ly them upon me as lecturer of the 
charch. Entirely unforeseen by me, Chas. 
Hagner, treasurer of the organization, 
stepped upon the stage, and with eloquent 
and touching words, in the name of the 
Portland Secular church, presented me 
with six large and handsomely bound vol- 
umes of the choicest literary works. We 
were all happy at the close of the exercises 
and I know the memory of that afternoon 
will make everyone present nobler and 
better. 

In the evening Mrs. Barker delivered 
the regular address. Her subject was, 
“The Origin of Christmas." The church 
was entirely filled, and for fully an hour 


she held this splendid audience speli- , 


bound under the power of her eloquence 
and logic. She is a faithful worker, and 
the splendid organizations she has built in 
Forest Grove and MeMinnville are living: 
proofs of her earnestness and ability. At 
both places there is a Secular Sunday- 


‘| school in flourishing condition. 


On Christmas morning Mrs Barker and 


‘| I went, by rail, to McMinnville, and that 


evening conducted another very success- 
ful Sunday-schonl entertainment in the 
Opera House. More than three hundred 
people were pres2nt. The program, con- 
sisting of declamations, recitations, and” 
songs by the McMinnville Secular Sunday- 
school, was well carried out and reflected 
much credit upon Mrs. Rarker aud Mrs. 
Mary A. Booth, superintendent and 
assistant-superintendent of the sehool. 
The program was followed by an address 
by Mrs. Barker up^n the subject ‘* What 
Shall I Giv?" It was delivered in her 
usual earnest manner and received with 
much interest. After the exercises the 
seats were removed and young and old 
participated in a social dance, for which 
our good friend Mr. Hatch and myself 
furnished violin music, with Mrs. Thurber 
at the piano. It was pronounced one of 
the most interesting hops held in MoMinn- 
ville for years, and from the enthusiasm 
manifested, we hav reasons to believe it 
was. Old people, who had not danced for 
years, again lost themselves in the 'en- 
trancing whirl, My father, even in the 
decline of his eighty-fourth vear, amused 
the crowd with his *'*pigeon-wing " 
dance. This was the first entertainment 
given by the McMinnville Secular Sunday- 
school. It has been organized only a little 
over two months. ` ; : 

On the following Sunday Mrs, Barker 
lectured again in Portland, while T filled 
her station at Forest Grove. Monday 
evening, New Year's eve, we closed our 
holiday campaign with & grand festival 
and entertainment at the Grove. The 
Secular Sunday-school there is the best 
in the state, not in numbers, but be- 
cause in the third group there are nearly 
two dozan young men and women between 
the ages of sixteen and twenty. The 
juvenile choir, consisting of fourteen little 
girls and boys, furnished excellent mnusio 
for the entertainment. Every pieoe on 
the program was well rendered, and the 
audience of over two hundred people 
showed their appreciation by loud and 
co tinued applause. The festival, under 
the supervision of Mrs. Crow, was a 
splendid feature in itself, and about sixty 
couples partook of the feast, after which 
many joined in dancing the old year out 
and the new year in. It was an evening 
long to be remembered by the people of 
Forest Grove. j 

Secularism must be built npon the 
social plain. The oftener we giv public 
entertainments the more popular we be- 
come; to be successful we must be in s 
measure popular; so let us organize young 
people's societies of every kind, giv socials 
and hav various gatherings for entertain- 
ment, enlist the young in our ranks, and 
the Christian churches will be compelled 
to go out of business for want of converts. 

The new year opens with bright pros- 
pects. We are filled with courage, and 
the support of every earnest Liberal in the 
state, of which we are assured, will make 
the coming year one of determined and 
effectual work for the cause. May the 
glad new year tidings fill the land and 
inspire the weaker and perhaps diecouraged 
brothers and sisters to enter the work with 
new zeal, Hope, labor! 

Yours for the uplifting of humanity, 

Netre A, OLDS, 
Lecturer Portland Secular Church. 


BRAIN ws BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Thia is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
! upon scientific phrenology. and appeal directly 
: to the reader’s sersa of logic and love of justice. 
| It is eloquent as well as convincing. 
Trice. cloth. $1. Address 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Oh! Why These Salt Tears? 


Oh! why are these salt tears flowing so 
ast, 

And the pleasures of youth falling thick 
in the blast? 

The crv of the children, the widow’s sad 


moan, 
And the tears of old age to a torrent hav 
grown. 


There’s many a struggle beneath the blue 
sky, 

Before we lie down on the cold earth to 
die; 

There’s many a sorrow our hearts to be- 
reave : 

"Twixt the dawning of morn and the dark- 
ness of eve. 


We should all strive alike to attain a high 
end; 

Our pleasure, alone, on ourselvs will de- 
pend; 

With eourage of soldiers, and hearts that 
will dare, 

We should spurn all the wrinkles and fur- 
rows of eare. 


The laughter that sorrow and trouble doth 
drown 

Is better by far than a tear or a frown; 

This lesson to treasure where’er we may 


g n 
The way to be blest is to make others so. 


Oh, why should we mourn o’er the dark 
funeral pall? 

Some day it must be in the presence of all; 

We must list to the tones of the sad fun- 
eral knell, 

As we gaze the last time on the face we 
loved well. 


But the grave that was covered with flowers 
in the May . 

Should not check our pleasure and glad- 
ness to-day ; 

With cheeks that are glowing, and eyes 
that are bright, . 

We should shine in our pain like a star in 
the night. 


For death comes uncalled for, takes all in 
its greed, 

From the sweet blushing rose to the plain 
garden weed; 

And e’en the great monarch who sits on 


his throne 

Must some day repose in the cold tomb 
alone. 

Thus sorrow will meet us, in childhood she 
Speaks, 

Without introduction acquaintance she 
seeks; 

She comes and detracts from our joy and 
our rest, 

And appears at our feasts asan unwelcome 
guest. 

Let us spurn all of sorrow; of anger, be- 


ware! 
Look up through the dark at the stars 
shining there; 
No heart is so wounded, no life is so sad, 
But nature will bid it rejoice avd be glad. 


There’s plenty to liv for, and nothing to 


fear; 

We can each be a gem in our own little 
sphere; 

We can comfort and cheer those we meet 
all about, 

And wake sunshine within when the clouds 
are without. 

We must work our own way; to be true, 
to be good, 

Is nobler by far than salvation through 
blood. 

And the kind heart that givs to the mother 
a hope, 

Is better ten times than a priest or a pope. 

If we wish to be blest, we must do what 
we can 


To lift up the fallen and elevate man, 

To conquer the heart-aches which now are 
go rife, 

And scatter sweet flowers on the pathway 
of life. 


Let us dry up the tears that are blinding 
our eyes, 

And tear down tha clo ds that obscure the 
bright skies; 

Shame Sorrow’s dark visage and bid her 


to go, 
Dig deep in the past and there bury our 
woe. 


Thrice happy we'll be, if we'll wipe out 
our tears 

And gladden our lives with the sunshine of 
years; 


Moderato. 
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From the “COSMIAN 


Like the spring-bird so joyous, that soars | 


hrough the air 
And go his gay songs as if heaven were 
ere, 


Let heaven be always—that glorious goal! 
The god of a man is the good ix his soul. 
There i but one heaven—the homo tat is | 
glad! 
Let us fill it with sunshine. Why shouid 
we be sad? 
Max L. CoLLINs. 


— —Áüó»—— 


When the Earth Was Born. 


It might hav been born a hundred mill- 
ions of years ago, and it might hav been 
five hundred millions of years, or more or 
les. We hav no means of knowing the 
actual date. It is evident, however, that 
in the long ago the planets, of which our 
earth is one, that now move so beauti- 
fully around the sun were each at different 
limes sent out from the body of the sun, 
or thrown from its molten surface. There- 
fore, the sun is the parent of the planets 
that move sround it. And, since the 
birth of these planets, which occurred at 
various periods, they hav evidently been 
growing colder, or drying, sending their 
heat into space. 

We would not know our present home 
for the same old earth had it been possi- 
ble for us to hav seen it in its infancy. 
Not a tree, not a leaf, not a tiny spot of 
grass even, not & living thing apon it, only 
a great mass of puising, puffy, seething 
matter, rolling, tumbling, hissing, and 
sputtering around and sround, through 
the great pathless area called space. A 
very activ baby was the earth, and as it 
whirled about it gradually grew a colder 
body snd assumed, as is natural with in- 
fants, a different form. Mr. Mallet, an 
eminent geologist, has said that the earth 
is much smaller now than in its early life, 
that is, more compact and closer in its 
parts, He believes its diameter is less by 
one hundred and eighty-nine miles than at 
the time when it was a molten body only, 
and that its fiery surface must formerly 


HYMN BOOK.” 
Sold at The Truth Seeker office. 


Compiled by L. K. Wasuzurn. 
Price, $1.50. 


vextended out about ninety-four miles 
higher in space than in the present does 
its solid surface. S. H. W. 
SUN 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 


“t Papa," said little Katie, **do you know 
how high those clouds are?" ‘‘ No, child,” 
answered her father, with an indulgent 
smile. ‘* Well,” said Katie, regarding 
them with critical eye, **I do. They're 
cirrus clouds, and they're about three an1 
a half miles high. You didn’t hav v ry 
good scho^ls when you was little, did you, 
papa?”’— Chicago Tribune. 


Whence some of the notions of antiquity 
which children of this generation possess 
are derived may be inferred from a remark 
made by alittle girl. In the course of a 
lesson she was told that Egypt was the 
oldest country in the world. ‘‘Oh,” ex- 
claimed the little girl in surprise, *'I 
thought Ireland was the really old coun- 
try."— Boston Transcript. 


The little girl had been fibbing and been 
eaught in theact. Disciplin was necessary, 
and her father, a prominent West Side 
politician, took her into the nursery, gave 
her a lecture on the sin of lying and 
serubbed her mouth out thoroughly with 
Soap and water. ‘‘Now, Winifred," he 
said, with a fatherly firmness, as he wiped 
away her tears, ‘‘you will never do the 
like again, will you dear?" ‘‘ No, papa,” 
answered Winifred, checking a sob Hav 
y-you soaped your mouth out since the 
lection, papa?”—Chicago Tribune. 

——— 
Correspondence. 


Minrorp, Mass., Dec. 9, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: Recently I picked 
up an old number of THE invuTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL, dated 1885, which contains an 
article written by you on ‘‘ The Relation 
of Children to Freethought.” I want to 
indorse-what you said upon the subject. 

I think that children are born Free- 
thinkers, and should be taught only what 
they know is the truth. 

Let us put into the hands of our little 
brothers and sisters instructiv books, Let 


us teach them modern truth instead of 
ancient fables and impossible stories, 
many samples of which are to be found in 
the holy Bible, and to whieh I do not see 
how anyone withreason and common sense 
can giv credit. 

We should not teach the little ones ideas 
which after they are grown to manhood 
and womanhood they will be obliged to 
unlearn and for which they will remember 
us with unkind feelings. 

Would it not be better to leave the mind 
to develop as best it can until the child is 
old enough to think for itself and thus find 
out the truth? Then surely it would not 
hav to unlearn the truth. 

My parents are Freethinkers, and I hav 
always been left to think for myself. I 
bow my head to no god about which I 
know nothing, but look up to man and the 
advancement of the human race, and hope 
to be able to help mankind toward liberty 
and truth, the two bright guiding stars 
which hay been shining down through all 
the ages, and though at times they hav 
been nearly hidden by slavery, supersti- 
tion, and untruth, they still shine out clear 
and bright and bid all mankind ** Hail!” 

Yours for truth, Prarue P. BUXTON. 

[There's a priceless Pearl, and a sensi- 
ble girl. Itis the wisdom of such brave 
and fearless thinkers that makes this world 
a good place to liv in.—Ed. C. C.] 


Fr, FAIRFIELD, Deo. 19, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I hav not written to 
you for a long time, We hav a little baby 
at our house; she is ten weeks eld next 
Tuesday, and she weighs ten pounds. My 
sister Ada has a baby which is eight months 
old; she is a pretty baby and her name is 
Helen. Our nurse has gone away. She 
went avay last Monday. 
From your friend, , 
Erzrn May Grant. 


[Love and sweet kisses fer the babies. 
May they grow up to be an bonor and 
blessing to their parents and all their rela- 
tivs.—Ep. C. O.] 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science. Clot $1, 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 1. cents. 
All in a Lifetime, A Libe.al Romance. 
12mo, 300 DP., 81. . 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo. 383 pp., $1.25. 
TheStory Hour. AnExceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
tbinkers' Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, 81. 
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Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennvson. Whittier. Longfellow, and other : oets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND ror A copy.—Green cloth, 
gilt title. 4) cents; half bound. 95 cents. 


The Bible and Evolution. 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


_ Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: ‘It is by tar the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, aud we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book «f the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stres m 
of science. history. ethics. and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatestargumentever madein acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 8, INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left paren t- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. ‘Ihe author is also 
the heroiue. The narrative is, in the main, a hia- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypoorits. It ig 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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JY ew Dublications. 


i Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 

tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Four HUNDRED YEARS or FREETHOUGHT, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. (New York: 
The Truth Seeker Oo.) 874 pp.; 21s. 

. The task which Mr. Putnam set himself 
in undertaking to write the history of 
Freethought from the time of Columbus 
to the present age was unquestionably one 
of a prodigious character, and its comple- 
tion speaks well both for the courage and 
industry of the author. Mr. Putnam has 
for many years past occupied a prominent 
place in the popular Freethought move- 
ment in the United States, and both asa 
lecturer and & writer he has won for him- 
self no small measure of praise. This, his 
chef d'œuvre, will, if we mistake not, raise 
him to a position of distinction among our 
friends on the other side of the Atlantic, 
who are seeking to win a vast continent 
from the toils of priest and parson craft to 
the higher life and brighter hope of Ra- 
tionalism. 

To publish a book of this kind was an 
undertaking as bold as its literary concep- 
lion was stupendous; and to the enterpris- 
ing company whose name appears on its 
title-page every credit is due for the man- 
ner in which they hav executed the print- 
ing and the binding of the book. The 
hundred and forty-one portraits with which 
the work is embellished are, for the most 
part, equal in appearance to the best- 
executed cabinet photography. We say 
for the most part, because there are one 
or two exceptions—frightful blemishes— 
which very materially mar the whole col- 
lection. The portrait of Mr. G. W. Foote 
is the worst in the book; and surely amuch 
better portrait of Mr. Bradlaugh could 
hav been found to grace its pages. The 
other portraits of Englishmen are good, 
in many cases excellent. The pity is the 
number is so small. Surely it would hav 
added immeasurably to the value and the 
interest of the collection, both to Ameri- 
cans and Englishmen, to hav presented, in 
a Work of this kind, the faces of Bentham, 
Buckle, the. Mills, Grote, Clifford, Lecky, 
Lewes, Lyel, Froude, Leslie Stephen, 
John Morley, George Eliot, Laing, Cotter 
Morison, and Clodd, to mention but a few 
of our great Freethinkers of the nine- 
teenth century. May we venture to hope 
that, should. thé book reach a second edi- 
tion—and we trust it may—something will 
be done to repair these, to us, unfortunate 
omissions? 

To attempt anything like a sketch of the 
contents of this bulky volume is here ob- 
viously impossible Mr. Putnam has 
sought to traverse the whole field of 
thought and secular activity from 1492 to 
1892. Only those who stand at the 
end of these crowded centuries, says 
he, can realize the advancing greatness of 
humanity. ‘* What lofty intellects adorn 
the way! What inspiring music is poured 
forth! What radiant discoveries on earth 
and in heaven are there! What vast inven- 
tions! What gigantic powers! It is like 
looking upon the splendors of the dawn, 
ever accumulating as the day advances.” 
Mr. Putnam does not, of course, pretend 
to hav done more than touch upon the 
main features of the history of intellectual 
progress. His endeavor has been to inter- 
pret that history by personalities .rather 
than by events, for, as he says, ‘‘it is in 
‘personalities that we see the hights and 
depths of human life, that we witness the 
trend of civilization.” He does not at- 
tempt to giv the daily history of man, but 
simply what may be regarded as the his- 
tory of man’s highest moments. While 
admitting that there hav been many phi- 
losophers, poets, heroes, martys, discover- 
ers, and inventors whose achievements hav 
vastly benefited the world, he finds that it 
would be somewhat out of place to men- 
tion their names and their works in a book 
of this kind, which is intended to embrace 
only those superior minds who hav been the 
grand interpreters of the age in which 
thev lived. 

Here we hav the story of the long and 
bitter struggle between truth and false- 
hood, reason and superstition, mental 
freedom and ecclesiastical tyranny; and 
here we hav it told how truth triumphed, 
reason asserted its supremacy, and the 
forces of intellectual liberty routed those 
of priestly despotism. As we turn over 
the pages of this book we read the names 
and admire the achievements of those who 
fought with tongue and pen, suffered per- 
secution and sometimes death, that the 
world might be freed of that oppressiv 
weight of superstition and dogma, which, 
under the rule of holy church, was crush- 
ing the manhood, brutalizing the nobler 
instincts, and blasting the aspirations of 
nations. The story is one full of encour- 
agement to those who are Senting against 
error and falsehood in our own day; and 
to the ordinary reader, for whose benefit 
this book has been written and published, 
it should prove not only a source of en- 
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light on the way—that it may help. We 
believe it will help considerably, and rec- 
ommend it to every one who can afford the 
necessary fifty cents. — Secular Thought. 


lightenment, but an incentiv to do what- 
ever in him lies to combat that unholy 
creed which has, for well nigh twen 
centuries, sickened and deceived mankind. 
—Literary Guide (London). 


“A Tale of a Halo.” By Morgan A. 
Robertson. Illustrated by A. Cary K. 
Jurist, New York: The Truth Seeker Co. 
50 c.; cloth, $1. A really clever satire on 


A Tale of a Halo is & highly flippant piece 
of verse by A. Cary K. Jurist, descriptiv 
of the adventures within the heavenly walls 
of a fend. It is not good poetry, and its 
tone is in very bad taste. In no way is it 


the ** Catholic" doctrin of the supremacy of 
the church, evidently the work of a man of 
considerable literary ability. It is well 
written and vivid; the **Careykjurist" has 
done his part with spirit, and, as the press- 
work is good, the pamphlet is quitea hand- 
someone. The ridiculous light in which 
heaven, angels, and saints are portrayed, 
will, however, alienate the sympathies of 
many who hay no more belief in the sub- 
jects of Mr. Robertson’s ridicule, as literal 
realities, than he himself has, but who 
hav retained a reverence for what are 
symbols of religious truth to many of 
their brethren. We should like to see 
some of Mr, Robertson’s work on a differ- 
ent subject.—7. W. S., in Unity. 

This volume, ‘* Religion and the Bible," 
by F. D. Cummings, forms No. 48 (price 
fifty cents) of the Truth Seeker Library. 
Mr. Cummings has devoted his attention 
for many years to an examination of mat- 
ters pertaining to religion and the Bible, 
and here presents us with the results. 
The author modestly says he does not pre- 
tend his book will unlock every door and 
reveal sll truth, but he hopes it may bea 
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likely to help on the cause of its author, 
who is apprehensiv of the effect, on our 
institutions, of the machinations of the 
Catholic church. The Truth Seeker Com- 
pany publish it, —80ston Commonwealth. 


**'T'he Better World." By E. B. South- 
wick, M.D. Truth Seeker Oo., New York, 
28 Lafayette place. This book givs evi- 
dences of a better mode of living this life, 
and more satisfactorily, both to the world 
and to self. Those who read it will be bene- 
fited, physically, mentally, and morally. 
Its tendency is to elevate the mind above 
creedism and promote a more independent 
method of reasoning. Not, however, by 
alienating the student from his religious 
convictions. -If anything, it will help 
him, but it will clarify his mind as to the 
folly of blind faith without anything to 
bolster him up but faith. It points toa 
higher faith—one accompanied by knowl- 
edge. 

489 elizion and the Bible." F. D. Cum- 
mings, Truth Seeker Co., New York, 28 
Lafayette place. The sim of this book is 
to study scripture logically. Its intro- 
ductory speaks for it in saying, ‘‘ Many 
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men ean repeat ‘scripture’ by the yard 

who do not examin it by the inch;" and, 
**T'heology has become only another name 

for sophistry." 'The work does not con- 

demn the intent of men, only what rea- 

son says is harmful Moreover, it is in- 

structiv reading for the dogmatist—an 

eye-opener and interesting for the investi- 

gator in general.—Zight of Truth. 
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St said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting Spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 
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Gems of Phought. 


Ir is to be regretted that the inspiration 
of the inspired authors of the New Testa- 
ment did not also extend to language and 
style.— Schopenhauer. 


CONFUTATION by truth is the only sup- 
pression of error. Persecution only fans 
it into strength by mingling with its smoke 
the glow of martyrdom. —Moncure D. 
Conway. 


Tux great rule of conduct for us in re- 
gard to foreign nations is to hav with them 
as little political connection as possible. 
Why entangle our peace and prosperity in 
the toils of European ambition, rivalship, 
interest, humor, or caprice? — George 
Washington. 


Tus is not the liberty which we can 
hope, that no grievance should ever arise 
in the commonwealth —that let no man in 
this world expect; but when complaints 
are freely heard, deeply considered, and 
speedily reformed, then is the utmost 
bound of civil liberty obtained that wise 
men can look for.—Milton. 


We hear agreat deal about ‘‘ ‘the vile, 
body," and many are encouraged by the 
phrase to transgress the laws of health. 
But nature quietly suppresses those who 
treat thus disrespectfully one of her high- 
est products, and leaves the world to ve 
peopled by the descendants of those who 
are not so foolish. —He-»*rt Spencer. 


Tat, without religion, the fabric of 
society will hold together, and that a 
morality of a certain k'nd will be sustained 
by those daily relations of men which are 
necessary. to their subsistence, is proved 
by the very instances cited from history 
of the passage of humanity through 
periods of skepticism.—Goldwin Smith, 


Tax men in cities who are the centers of 
energy, the driving-wheels of trade, poli- 
tics, or practical arts, and the women of 
beauty and genius, are the children or 
grandchildren of farmers, and are spend- 
ing the energies which their fathers’ hardy, 
silent life accumulated in frosty furrows, 
in poverty, necessity, and darkness.— J£. 
W. Emerson. 


Tr any human soul at all 

Must die the second death, must fall 

Into that gulf of quenohless flame 

Which keeps its victims still the Same, 

^ Unpurified as unconsumed, 

To everlasting torments doomed; 

Then I giv God my scorn and hate, 

And, turning back from heaven's gate 

(Suppose me got there!), bow Adieu / 

Almighty Devil, damn me too. - 
—James Thomson. 


Ir is only the fact that the Bible and 
religion are spoken of with awe and rev- 
erence in our early days which stands in 
the way of our regarding them in a com- 
mon-sense light. If any one were to 
propose, as part of education, any other 
subject about which there were disputes 
and no means of settling them —such, for 
instance, as the existence of Mahatmas in 
Tibet—all reasonable people would agree 
that such were not the subjects which 
should occupy children’s minds to the 
exclusion of matters upon which all are 
agreed.—J. M. Wheeler. 


We hay just ended our celebrati:n of 
the discovery of America, the end of the 
Dark Ages, the birth of individual free- 
dom and of proper government. We 
celebrated at the same time the beginning 
of a new epoch. The Mediæval Rəna- 
scence was limited to Europe; ours will 
embrace all the nations of the earth. It 
may be that this should be considered the 
outgrowth and fulfillment of that which 
marked the end of the Middle Ages, but 
whether we are at the beginning of a new 
movement, or at the culmination of an old 
one, the last forty years hav undoubtedly 
witnessed greater changes in the spirit of 
men’s thoughts than the four centuries 
which had gone before.—G. Brown Goode, 

n Science. 


How hard it is to realize the truth we 
often utter so lightly, that all men are 
brothers! The archzeologieal research of 
to-day is helping us to see that this is true 
of the men of all times as well as of the 
men of all conditions. The archeology of 
to-day differs from that of an earlier gen- 
eration in its larger unfolding of the com- 
mon life of the men of old. We are learn- 


ing that the difference in culture between | 


ourselvs and the ancient Egyptians and 
Assyrians is not so great but that much of 
the thought and feeling of their every-day 
life was very similar to our own. It is 
this fact that makes the seemingly dry and 
musty Science of the Past so fascinating 
to the activ and eminently human spirit of 
the time. We are entering upon a new 
renaissance—a renaissance not of the cul- 
ture of Greece and Rome, but of that 
elder culture which had its seat in the Nile 
valley and in Mesopotamia and in the 
highlands and the valleys of the far East. 
— Unity. 


sociation of New York, and the Duty of Supnort- 
ing the Liberal Press, by Peter Eckler; Ten Years 
of Freethought, by G. E. M.; 
Freethinker?” Association, by H. 
National Liberal League, by T. C. Leland; The 
Progress of Liberal Thought in Canada, by Chas. 
Stevens; Paine Memorial, by Josiah P. 
Foreign Freethought Societies; Meditations of 


Yamuel P. Putnam; What is 


W. S. Bell; 
Sword and Pen, by G. E. Macdonald: Th‘s World. 
by George Chainey: Agnosticism and Immortal- 
ity, bv E. M. M 1 lai 
Struggles and Its Work; Libera! Charities; No 
ted Freethinkers and Reformers; 


yah: That Old Serpent which i- Satan and the 
evil; 
Philosophy; The Sacred Books of Historv; Jef- 
ferson’s Religion; Useful Measures; As to Time; 
Big Jack Small. 


SOSSOQSOSSS 


— AND — 


* 


dfreethinlers? Almanac, 
| 1895. E 


aS IS 


SS [EE EZ 


(E. M. 295) 
CONTENTS. 

É PAGE. PAGE: 
Calendar for 1895, S or LUKE RIS 5 | Freethought in the Church and in B 
| Freethought in the United States, 17 the Higher Literature. A. H. RU 
The Ole and the New. Robert G. Hamilton, .- - = č = =- go ! 
Ingersoll, - - - - - 42 | Education of Children. Susan H. I 
What the Church Has Not Done Wixon, - - - - - - 95 d 
il for Woman. Matilda Joslyn Gage 46| Secular Sunday Schoois. Katie fii 
Progress of Science. James B. Al- Kehm Smith, - - - - 104. |] 

' exander, - =» - - - - 55| The Freethought Federation of 

| What Are Women Here Yor? America Samuel P. Putnam. tro 
ni Helen H. Gardener, ~- - =-  65| The One-Horned Ox. George E. m 
5 The Three Voices. A Poem. - 73 Macdonald, - - =- č -= npo 
| A Queer God and His Queer Book. Blasphemy. Judge Parker’s De- | 

John Peck, - e = ee 74 cision in the Case of C. C. Moore, 124 
rj What WeStand For. Henry Rowley. 85| Freethought Societies, Schools, = 
a and Lecturers, T 2 = 127 T 


— e 
NEW YORK: 


"PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 2KE = 
ZS y 9 mal 


2 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


PAST ISSUES OF THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 


` THINKERS’ ALMANAC. 
Twenty-five Cents Each. 


1881—CONTENTS. À 1884; Freethought in Australia: Freethought on 

Calendar for 1884; The Old Free Enquirers' As- | the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 

thought Journal’; Religious Denominations; 

Area an? Value of Farms; Population of Large 

Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 

With Thirty Portratts of Distingutshed Euro- 
pean Freethinkers, Scientists, and Phtloso- 
phers, and Numerous other Illustrations. 


1887 OUT OF PRINT. 


1888—CONTENTS: 

Calendar for 1838; Fr-ethought in the U. 8. 
1887; Bible Studies (Illustrated), George E. 
Macdonald—Moses, Adam. The Forbidden Fruit, 
A Voice Walketh, Git! Agricultnre, The Decease 
of Adam, Adam's Sons. Cain Abscondeth; The 
Heart of Man Groweth Wicked, The Flood Epi- 
sode, Man and Beast; Deism and Atheism, by 
Robert O Adams; Life ina Trappist Monastery. 
F. J. Bowtell; On Religion, Extract from Shelley; 
The American Secular Union, by Samuel P. Put- 
nam; International Freethought Congress; Sun- 
day Amusements, by F. M. Holland; The Blas- 
phemv Case; How the Layman ia Deceived, by 
w. M. Macdonald; A Horrible Man, by L. K. 
Washburn; The Hindoo Theologian (Poem); The 
Protest (Poem); When Did Jehoshaphat Die? by 
T p Remsburg; Subjects of IHlus:ration; Por- 
rajts. 

With Twenty-four Poriraits af Distinguished 
American Freethinkers, Sctentists, and, Philos- 
ophers, and Numerous Other Illustrations. 


1889-CONTENTS: . . 

Calendar for 1889; Freethought in the United 
States for 889; Liberalism: s Symposium- Dol. 
B. Wakeman. Esq.: Universal Mental Liberty.| R, ngersou. james rarfon, Helen I. Crar- 
Toe Freethinkers’ Creed, by Horace Seaver; The | dener, 8; P Putnam, Charles Watts, E. A. Stevens, 
Relation of Childhood to Freethought, bv Susan | See. A. S. U., Parker Pilsbury, Robert C. Adams, 
H, Wixon; The New Civilization, bv Stephen | J. D- Shaw, F. M. Holland, E. B. Foote, Jr. M D., 
Pearl Andrews; The Moral Sphere of Liberalism. ( Lucy N. Colman, J. H. Barnham, L. K Wash- 
by Samuel P. Put-am; Are We All Infaute? by | burn, Ella Gibson. Susan H. Wixon, John Peck, 
George Macdona'd; Maytime in Midwinter, by | W S- Bell E. C. Walker. Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Dr. 
A. Swinburne (Selected); Soul_Hunger, by | Juliet H Beverence, Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Col. 5 R. 
by Dr. J. L. York; A | Kelso, G. H, Dawes; The Nine Demands of Liber- 

Remedy, by C DB. Reynolds; 


alism; Ingersoll and Shakspere. 
1831: Tts Story in England, by Charles Brad- With Ittustrattons. 
aug 


With Thtrty-s ven Portratts of Promtnent Amer- eevee OF PRINT, 
tcan Freethinkers, and Numerous Itustrations. 1891—CONTENTS: 


New York State 
L Green; The 


endum: 


a Hindoo Prince and Skeptic; The Ideal World, by 
True Religion? by 
C. Watts; Indus rial Edncation. b 


&edonald; 1583 in England: Its 


tetor The population 
of our Sates and ‘erritories; The Jewish Jebo- 


Some Ancient and Modern Schools of 


With Eighteen Full page Illustrations, 


1885—CONTENTS: 

Calendar fot 1885; Freethought in the United 
Stat«s, 1884: The National Liberal League: The 
D. M. Bennett M -morial; Inspiration, by Col. R. 
G. Ingersoll; Materialism, alias Atheism, by the 
Hon. Elizur Wright; Liberalism: What to Do 
and How to Do It, by Charles Watts; A Dream of 
Earth and Man, by Courtlandt Palmer; An Eng- 
lieh General Elect o" Fifty Years Ago, by Thomas 
Mead; The Dematds of Liberalism, by W. Ñ. 
Bush, Esq.; The New Apostolic Snecession, by T. 


Kiliot Preston; Liberalism 
Difficu'ty and Its 


1885—CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Ohaplains in our Army aad 

avy; The Higher Life, by Courtisndt Palmer; 
{my Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of our Foreign-born 
Population; The Curate of Churnside (S-lected 
Story), by James Payne; How Voltaire Died, by 
the Editor; The Iron Virgin; Religions Divisions 
of the World: Paine Memorial Hail (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. S. 1820- 


States, 1890; 


ing Secretary of the A 8. U. Gllustrated); 
Spooks: Where are They? by Thaddeus B. 


Side Tights on 
Campbe| 
ialigm in the Advocacy of Reform, by 


trated); Gaining Ground in England. 
With Illustrations, 


There were no issues for 1892, 1898, and 1894. 


Any Annual in Print Sent to Any Address for 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


Calendar for 1891; Freethought in the United 
Story_of the Year Abroad; Some 
Alaskan Myths. by Idi O. Craddock, Cormeapond: 

ft nent 
h Wake- 
man; Where the Roman Catholies Got a Litany; 
South Sea Missions, by Ada 
(Illustrated); Disadvantages of Spec- 
f A. B. Brad- 
ford; Shoutin’ Joe, by Watson Heston (Illus- 


SEND ME YOUR 


ORDERS! 


PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 


GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 8 oz. screw dust-proof, 
Silverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 

Regular Grade American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, etc. 


PRICES. 

7 jeweled 80z. screw open face silverine case, $4,75 
$ o OZ. st s silver seg 
Tol dixero Doo goldzfilled: 1000 
7 i 15 “ hunting pn * 1400 
7 LLI 20 oo it LII 17 00 
7 "'" 29 " hunt., Louis xiv. gold-filled 20 00 
7 ' 14kt. solid gold open face case 92800 
7 "  Mkt. ae hunting “ 

11 " $1more; 15 jeweled, $2.50 more. 

15 ^ adj, 84 more; € jeweled, adj, $6 more. 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, ete. 


jeweled in 20 year plain of en d, — $11.50 
jeweled in 20 year, plain or engrave 1 

T on 20 ** full eng’d and scalloped. 15 00 
20 '* 14bt. solid gold, - + 2000 
20 " 14kt. E heavy, 8000 


1]. ae $1 more. 
15 " . 4 more. 
15 " adj. 6 more. 
In fine plush cases per express prepaid. 
CHAINS. 


Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4, and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 


The Freethought Badge and Charms. 
Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. 
3 Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With’fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 


15 EZ 


Wee With genuine chip dia- 
Sey mond, 36. Withfull cut 
genuine diamond, $10. 


Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15. 

The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 


Repvorp Prior nisr.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 

I can save you money in anything in 

my line. 


Orders filled same day received. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, etc. Address 


|. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
The Liberal Jeweler, 


Rochelle, Illinois, 
Eastablisbed 1837. 
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| “They say," said John Scott, pulling 

meditativly at his eutty, “that the pooer 
is vested noo in a kind o' comy tee!” ‘I 
dinna haud wi’ comy-tees mysel’,” replied 
Meg, ‘it’s juist haein’ money maisters, 
ilka yin mair cankersome and thrawn than 
anither!” ** Weel, gin this cegs be true, 
an’ the auld deil’s deed at last, there's a 
heap o’ fowk in this parish should be 
mentioned in his wull," said Jock Gordon, 
significantly, But the herd was a stanch 
Marrow man. He was not led away by 
any human criticism, nor yet by the new 
theology. “‘New licht here, new licht 
there," he said. ‘‘I canna’ pairt wi’ ma 
dei. Na na, that’s ower muckle to expect 
0' a man o' ma age." 


Jot for Parsons. 


Vistror: ‘‘Johnnie, what's that awful 
noise in your back yard?” Rev. Amen’s 
Youngest: ‘‘That’s pa practicing his vaca- 
tion cough."— Omaha Bee. 


Farner: ‘‘My daughter has mysteri- 
ously disappeared, and I hav no clue.” 
Detectiv: ‘‘ Hav you reared her carefully?” 
Father: '*Oh, yes! She was educated in 
a convent, and never went out without 
her mother." Detectiv: ** We'll find her. 
T’ll go first and see if she hasn't answered 
a matrimonial advertisment." — Puck. 


IT was at & late quarterly meeting of 
Seventh-day Baptist churches in Wiscon- 
sin that two ministers were to present 
papers on the same day, and, the question 
of precedence having arisen, Mr. A sprang 
to his feet and said: ‘‘I think, Brother B. 
ought to hav the best place on the pro- 
gram; he is an older man than I am, and, 
besides, he is full of his subject.” When |. 
the audience remembered that Brother 
B.’s subject was **'The Devil," a cheerful 

smile seemed to beam around the church. 


A Virarnta judge once visited a planta- 
tion where the darkey who met him at the 
gate asked him which barn he would hav 
his horse put in. ‘‘ Hay you two barns?” 
inquired the judge. ‘‘ Yes, sah,” replied 
the darkey, ‘‘dars de ole barn, and mas’r 
has jes build & new one.” ** Where do 
you usually put the horses of visitors who 
come to see your master?" ‘‘ Well, sah, 
if dey’s Metodis’s or Baptis’s, we gen’rally 
puts ’em in de ole barn, but if dey’s 
'"Piscopal we puts 'em in de new one." 
** Well, Sam, you can put my horse in the 
new barn; I'm a Baptist, but my horse is 
an Episcopalian. ”—T he Green Bag. 


Here is a curious advertisment from 
the Daily Advertiser of Decemher 8, 1797: 
** Wanted —For a wine merchant's house 
in the city, as porter, an athletic man of & 
serious countenance, & good character, and 
the Lady Huntingdon’s persuasion. . Must 
attend prayers twice a day, and divine 
service four times on Sunday; be able to 
bear confinement; hay the fear of God 
before his eyes; and be able to carry two 
hundredweight. Wages fourteen shillings 
a week and find himself. N.B.—A York- 
shireman will not be objected to, but no 
Trishman will be accepted. Apply to- 
morrow at 1 o'clock, to T. F., at No. 14 
Philpot lane.” 


A POPULAR English Nonconformist min- 
ister was staying with a family in Glasgow 
while on a visit to that city, whither he 
had gone on a deputation from the Wes- 
leyan Missionary Society. At dessert, 
when invited to take some fine fruit which 
he declined, he mentioned to the family a 
curious circumstance concerning himself 
—he had never in his life tasted an apple, 
pear, grape, or any other kind of green 
fruit. This fact caused considerable 
amazement to most of the family, buta 
cousin who was present—a cautious Scotch- 
man of a most practical turn of mind— 
listened to the statement with great un- 
concern, and when the various exclama- 
tions which it had aroused, subsided, he 
remarked dryly: ‘‘It’s a great peety ye 
hadna been in Paradise, and there micht 
na hae been any fa'." 


Tun First Corps, commanded by Gen. 
Reynolds, was reviewed by the president 
on a beautiful plain at the north of the 
Potomac creek, about eight miles from 
Hooker’s headquarters. We rode hither 
in an ambulance over a rough corduroy 
road, and, as we passed over some of the 
more difficult portions of the jolting way, 
the ambulance driver, who sat well in 
front, occasionally let fly a volley of sup- 
pressed oaths at his wild team of six mules. 
Finally Mr. Lincoln, leaning forward, 
touched the man on the shoulder, and 
said: ‘‘ Excuse me, my friend, are you an 
Episcopalian?” The man, greatly startled, 
looked round, and replied: ‘‘No, Mr. 
President; I am a Methodist.” ‘* Well, 
said Lincoln, ‘‘ I thought you must be an 
Episcopalian, because you swear just like 
Governor Seward, who is a church-war-. 
den."— Century. : 


In S. R. Orockett’s last book there is 
given a discussion by some Galloway 
shepherds on the death of the devil. ‘* The 
minister was sayin’,” remarked one, ‘‘that 
the new moderates threep that there's nae 
deil at a’. He dee'd some time since!’ 
een i —X 


Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local applications, as they cannot reach the 
diseased P rion of the ear. There is only on: 
way tooure Deafness, and that is by const.tu- 
tional remedies, Deafne.s is caused by an in- 
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the 
kustachian Tube. When this tube «ets inflamed 
you have a rambling sound or imperfect hearing, 
and when it ia entirely closed deafness is the re- 
sult, and unless the inflamat'on can be taken out 
and this tube restored to its n^rmal condition, 
hearing will bs destroyed forever; ning cases out 
of ten are caused by catarrh, Which i: nothing 
but an inflamed condition of the mucous surfaces. 
We will giv One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness (panged by catarrh) that cannot be 
cured by Halls Catarrh Oure. Send for circu- 
lara, free. . J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 
ta Bold by Druggists, 750. 


cures Cuts, Burns 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


A. good thing i8 always imitated; poor 
ones never. There are many worthless 
imitations of POND’S EXTRACT. If 
you wont to be CURED 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE. 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidences, 
and Early History of Christianity. 


‘Never Before or Elsewhere co Fully and Faith- 


fally Set Forta. 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PBIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
28 Lafavette place. New York. 


ly 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WI.H A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. “utnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious phi'osophy. 


10 cents a copr, 1" copies for $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Adress 


THE COLUMBIA 
PAD CALENDAR 


A Desk Calendar is a necessity — 
most convenient kind of storehouse 
for memoranda. The.Columbia Desk 

- Calendar is brightest and handsomest 
of all— full of dainty silhouettes 
and pen sketches and entertaining 
thoughts on outdoor exercise and 
sport. Occasionally reminds you of 
the superb quality of Columbia Bi- 
cycles and of your need of one. 
You won't object to that, of course, 
'The Calendar will be mailed for five 
2-cent stamps. 

Address Calendar Department, 


POPE MFG. CO., 


Mention this paper. Hartford, Conn, 


The Milliad.| $679,694,439. 


(1000 STANZAS) 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral! element: from 
Greek mythology and applying the test of the 
Golden Eule to the world’s history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and 'ife of «he 
natin gerond upon & recognition of the princi- 
ple tha 

* Right, and Light only, Makes Might." 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas to each 
canto), as follows: i : 
L.—Themis Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


Right. : 
Il.—The Olympian Council. . 
Iif.—The Goddes-es in Consultation. ' 
IV.—Phebus. Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 


in High Life 1 A 
V—Sket h of World's His’ ory to 19th Century. 
VI.—History ot the United States. Twofold 
Reotionalism . 
VII.—The Theory ard Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. 


VIII.—Reconstruction and Subsequent Politi's. 
atiro. : 
IX.—The Columbian Fxposition. 


X.—The Parliament of Religions and 
lime Lessons. 


Cloth, 400 pp., $1; holiday edition,.$1.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON'S 
* " v 


I.s Sub- 


a àl gI 


wel ‘ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages avd the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New Yo:k. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 


Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYET1 € PLACE. New York 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Gzonax J. ROMANES., 


A systematic Fxposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalist- 
_ Mr. Romanes ix well known as one of the most 
interestiug of Fuglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his ronclusion ropar vng the great subject of 
Design, to which the *turch so often refers: 

_ Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence ot 
supernatural design. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . 


All nature has thns been transformed before the | 


view of the present generation in & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism. and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 


' is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 


awakened to & new, aud a terrible force in the 
words Qr ie traditional enemy—W here is now 


ih od ed. Price, cloth, $2 
'UsLra& " 6, Gio! 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITCA 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR BYMNS. 


` By A. R. AYRES. 


" A good book written with & purpose." 
Price, 35 cents. 


By the census of 1690, the 
&bove is the value of 


(A Poom of Justice and df Lir). Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxati n? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
mentior Equa ‘ity of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facs, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Prover- 
ty in the United States and in th -se eral States 
and erritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged a3 to show at 
a glance the reative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading D nominations and Denominationa. 
Greups. Also, much other mat er of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
compari ons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the acts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Cersus of 1890, wi. 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eignt 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
e the iniusto of church exemption is suffere 

o exist. i i 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in t&xation the following 
reduct ons are made: 


Ten copies. ~ - - ~. $1.00 
Fittv copies, 2T - " x 4.50 
One hundred copies - . 8.00 


Larger quantities at 
Address THE TRUT 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O ADAMR. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. i 


Prine., naper. ?5 eanta’ ainth. 75 oantr. 


A GIFT AT THE PRICE! 


Having reeently purchased tho entire'stock of 
watches jron à bankrupt firm, consisting of solid 
gold, silver end golil-tilled cuses, wo hail offer @ 

ortion of the entire lot at pricea never before 
} feard of jn tho Watch trade, Among tbo stocir 
are 8.780 AMERICAN STYLE WATCHES, IN 14k, 
OLID GOLD-FILLED CASES, which wo shall 
rivate parties er 
W PRICE of 


special rates. 
SEEKER, New York 


n singly or by the dozen to 
ut 


A genuind. American Btzle Moremer:s 
watch, in solid, 


for 20 YEATS, for $3.98. 


order quickly, 
Íro:n this adv: 
provided $2.08 is scut with the order. L 
attern, freo to thoso who seod ful] amount with 

ordcr. Re one of the First and get a Solid Gold Watch for $3.98. Ail 
aro elegantly finished, nnd guaranteed perfectly satisfactory in every 
respect Cut this out and scnd to us and we will send o watch to yoa 
. 9. Ds, subject to examination, hy expresse If found perfretly antic 
factory, und exactly aa represented, pny $3.08 and it js yours, other- 
wise you do not pay one cent, Can we mako you n fuirer offer? Be suro 
to mention whether yon want ladica’ or genta’ watch, Price per dor, $45.00 
SAFE WATCH CO., 9 Murray St., New Yorks 


$ DO YOU WANT IT 28 


Salesmen Wanted in every county salary or com- 
mission. No experience New ‘Tariff Bill gives 
unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted. Manufacturers, 
P. O. Box 5808, Boston, Mass. 


* 99 99 9 999-99 2180048 


M cr F » ` ^j o 
ind STEREOPTICONS, sil pricom, Views illustrating 
jeg O or PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS. eto 

E € profitable business for a man with a small capital. do 
.Anterge ©: Home amusement 150 page Catalogos Agf 
MCALA S CER, 4t vacans ^0 X aRsao Stu N, 


SA GRAND DISCOVERY ! $ 


WANTED. —A live man or woman in every 
county where we have not already secured & 
representative to sel] our "Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL. Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumere; &80lid metal white as silver; no p 

wear off; code guaranteed to wear & lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth thatof silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from 250 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales everywhere, go great is the 
demand for our Solid Metaf Goods. Over One Mil- 
lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 


Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. t, Boston, Mass. 
023060999€099000006069 


AU 


a 
b. 

B booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, senled 1n a plain envelone, 

N giving causes and symptoms Of tne tuu. 
EW E plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Outs 

ward Application—a positive cure—the ouly rem» 
edy of the kind in existence~with evidences of suc 
cess, Address, pm, R. p, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N. Je 


NOW +EAD THIS 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL sn? a very . 

successful physician. He has treated DISFASES 

OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 

an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted. 


SS 


^ ZA Dara tat Whe 
Cries a e T a e 
MM, 
mnl 
=. Z= a» 
met ta N ART h.. E 


EUM 


fi ur = 


FEET Á 


————— . 


ZECHARIAH SEETH SOME. ROADSTERS. 
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And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots, etc.— Zech. vi, 1 to 6. 


JY ows of the Wook. | 


On Jan. 14 Baron Banffy succeeded in 
forming a new Hungarian cabinet. 


Tax United States Supreme Court de- 
nied the writ of error asked for in the 
Debs case. 


MackeNzimE Bowstu succeeds Sir John 
Thompson as premier of Canada. He is 
seventy-one years of age, 


Tue Victorian cabinet has abandoned 
the Land-tax bill and resolved to submit 
again the Income tax bill. 


.THx police board of Denver has for- 
bidden theliving pieture exhibitions, both 
in the variety and the stock theaters. 


Tue Retail Grocers’ Union of New 
York will renew its fight for an ordinauce 
compelling the selling of vegetables by 
weight. 


Mary L. Stevenson, eldest daughter of 
Vice-President Stevenson, died after a 
erg illness at Asheville, N. C., on 

an. 18, 


Tue Third Japanese army has been 
landed in China, disembarking twenty-five 
miles from Weihaiwei. The force is 25,- 
000 strong. 


Appomattox, Va., finally gets back its 
name, ‘‘Surrender” having now been 
definitly abandoned by the postoffice 
department, 


Raout Tocug, a well-known dramatic 
author and writer for the press, killed 
himself in Paris on Jan. 17, He was forty- 
four years old. 


Grorez O. Jonzs, long head of the 
Greenback party in this state, died of 
paralysis in this city on Jan. 16. He was 
seventy years old. 


Taere has lately been serious fighting 
in Abyssinia between the nativs and 
Italian troops, with the balance of victory 
in favor of the latter. 


In New York 334 arrests were made for 
liquor selling on Sunday, Jan. 13, thus 
breaking the record in the number of 
arrests for that offense. . 


Two English experts who hav examined 
the produet of & woolen mill at Cleveland 
declare that the cloth can be sold ata 
profit in Bradford, England. 


Taz Urgent Deficiency Bill, with the 
appropriation to carry out the provisions 
of the Income Tax law, passed the Senate 
on Jan. 16 by & vote of 40 to 6. 


UNITED STATES customs officers seized 
arms and camp supplies at Fernandina, 
Fia., which are supposed to hav been 
intended for Cuban revolutionists, 


A volcanic eruption on Amoryn Island, 
New Hebrides, has driven off nearly all 
the inhabitants. A lava stream reaches 
fifteen miles from the volcano to the sea. 


Tur value of the provisions (bread- 
staffs not included) exported from the 
United States in the last calendar year was 


PB LIB, as against $155,228,215 in 


On Jan 14 the Big Lake colliery at 
Audly, Staffordshire, Eng., in which 230 
men and boys were at work, was inun- 
dated from the old workings and 20 were 
drowned. 


An intense heat wave is reported as 
passing over Australia, and crops are 
withering. Grass and bush fires hav 
done much damage. An epidemic of low 
fever prevails in many places. 


Ex-JupneE Groraz Suea died in New 
York on Jan. 15. He was one of the 
counsel of Jefferson Davis, His library 
treasures were widely famous. Judge 
Shea was the son of John Augusta Shea, 
an Irish writer of renown. 


Kuouwan, Persia, destroyed by the first 
of 160 earthquake shocks on the 17th 
of Nov., 1893, was destroyed again, having 
been rebuilt, on Jan. 17, with large loss 
of life, Fifteen thousand persons and 
50,000 animals perished in 1893, 


Ir seems to be settled on the part of 
Japan that there can be no peace between 
her and China until Pekin is taken. 
Meanwhile the financial condition of the 
country is not promising, and there is 
furious domestic opposition to the govern- 
ment. 


W. F. McLean, M.P., proprietor of the 
Toronto Worid, was on Jan. 17 fined $1 
and costs for publishing on Sunday, Jan. 
6, & paper containing an account of the 
fire in the Globe building. Several boys 
eharged with selling the paper were dis- 
charged, 


Sureron Forp,.of the House of Relief, 
this city, found Theodore Gay on the 
stoop of the United States Hotel, and 
refused to take him to the hospital, on the 
ground that it was an alcoholic case. The 
autopsy the next day showed that Gay had 
died of consumption. 


A TERRIBLE accident happened at Butte, 
Mon., on Jan. 15. By three explosions of 
giant powder stored in a warehouse which 
was burning, 49 persons were killed and 65 
injured, many of the latter being mortally 
hurt. Among the killed were nearly all 
the members of the fire department. 


In the French Chamber of Deputies, 
Rouanet, Socialist, declared that the ma- 
jority of the members were dishonest, 
morally unfit, and hence the Chamber was 
incapacitated to perform its duties to the 
people. It was voted to censure the mem- 
ber and exclude him from the next fifteen 
sittings. 


Tur Amalgamated Association of Street 
Railway Employees of the United States 
and Canada is pushing bills in the legislat- 
ures of Colorado, Indiana, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin, the object of which is to compel 
the street car companies to provide vesti- 
bules on ali their cars, for the protection 
of the motormen. 


INTENSE cold, high winds, and heavy 
snows prevailed in the eastern, western, 
and border states on January 12 and 18, 


There were also heavy gales and snow 
storms in Europe the same days. Thirteen 
lives were lost by the sound ering of a 
French ship in the Mediterranean. Wrecks 
on the coasts of England and Wales. 


Tue General Term of the Supreme 
Court of this state has handed down & 
decision upholding the dismissal of Captain 
Doherty and Ward Men Hock and Meehan 
from the police force of this city for cor- 
ruption. This is regarded as an ominous 
precedent, so far as the other dismissed or 
incriminated officers are concerned. 


Ture was a Royalist uprising in Hawaii 
on Jan. 6. Carter, one of the Annexation 
commissioners, was killed on the side of 
the government, and several of the Royal- 
ists, who were defeated and driven int” 
the mountains or captured. The insur- 
rection was the result of a search for arms, 
and was led by two whites who had under 
them a force of nativs and half-whites. 


THREE women representing the W. C. 
T. U. waited on the Colorado senate and 
secured the introduction of a resolution 
demanding that no one should be elected 
to the United States Senate whose private 
life was subject to criticism. Senator 
Felker scored the women and the organi- 
zation they represented most unmerci- 
fully. His incisiv remarks hav raised a 
decided storm in Colorado. 


THE world’s production of gold in 1891 
was $122,875,236; in 1892 it was $141,419,- 
565; in 1898, $155,521,700, and for 1894 itis 
estimated at $175,000,000. The United 
States is the largest single producer, From 
1887 to 1893 the average yearly output was 
nearly $33,000,000. he yield is now 
increasing. Our largest production was in 
1853— $65,000,000. The average yearly 
production for twenty years following the 
discovery of gold in California in 1849 was 
$55,000,000. 


"WinLiAM J. SEwELL, Rep., is the new 
Senator from New Jersey. Horace Chilton, 
Dem., will represent Texas, In Illinois, 
Shelby M. Cullom, Hep., will succeed 
himself. The Senators from Montana are 
Thos. H. Carter and Lee Mantle, both 
Repubs. In Michigan, James McMillan 
will be his own successor, while Julius 
Cæsar Burrows will hav the short term, 
Repubs. Marion Butler, Pop., will succeed 
Ransom, Dem.. in North Carolina, and 
Jeter C. Pritehard, Rep., will hav the 
short term. In Colorado, Edward Wolcott, 
Rep., succeeds himself, as does George FP. 
Hcar, Rep., in Massachusetts. 


Tur French ministry resigned on Jan. 
14 as the result of a vote adverse to the 
government which followed a discussion 
on the railways’ guaranteed interest. The 
next day Casimer-Perier, president of the 
republic, also resigned. While the resig- 
nation provoked much comment unfavor- 
able to the hasty action of the president, 
there was nota great deal of excitement 
among the people. The Orleanists and 
Bonapartists tried to create interest in the 
pretensions of their respectiv '' Kings," 
but the attempt was abortiv, On Jan. 17 
the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate 
assembled at Versailles as a national con- 

| vention and elected Félix Francois Faure 


'| president of France. 
tors were Henri Brisson and Waldeck- 


His chief competi- 


Rousseau. President Faure has asked M. 
Bourgeoise to form a cabinet. 


On Jan. 14 the employees of the Brook- 
lyn trolley lines went out on strike. Up to 
this time all attempts to settle the differ- 
ences between the companies and the men 
by arbitration hav failed, except in the 
ease of one system. In some instances 
non-union men were roughly handled and 
the lines were blocked. To preserve order 
Mayor Schieren called out the Second 
Brigade of militia (of Brooklyn) about the 
middle of last week, the police force of the 
city being unable to cope with the crowds 
and guard cars manned by new motormen. 
On Sunday, Jan. 20, the mayor, after 
consulting with the labor leaders, who 
were willing to arbitrate, and the officials 
of the car lines, who refused to do so, 
wired to the governor for more troops to 
assist in preserving order. ‘The First 
Brigade (this city) was thereupon put un- 
der arms. making & total of some 7,000 
troops. On Monday, as on the two pre- 
ceding days, trolley wires were cut all 
over the city faster than the seven hundred 
linemen of the companies could repair 
them, tracks were blocked, car windows 
smashed, and non-union men, policemen, 
and soldier stoned and firod on, while the 
militia also did much shooting. The Board 
of Aldermen voted unanimously that the 
companies must not hire men from outside 
of Brooklyn, and at the same time asked 
the attorney-general to begin action 
against the trolley companies for the 
annulment of their charters, on the ground 
of failure to run their cars. 
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Boycotting the Sunday Newspapers. 

The Christian Statesman has entered upon a 

« practical” crusade against the Sunday paper ; it 
is going to crush it by building up the business of 
those publishers who, from conscientious convic- 
tions, refuse to issue Sunday editions of their 
papers, and of those advertisers who decline, be- 
cause of their religious scruples, to advertise in the 
Sunday papers. This application of the principle 
of the peaceful boycott is perfectly legitimate, what- 
ever we may think of the narrowness of the minds 
that can suggest and practicalize it, and it is an in- 
finitly more decent way of combating what the Sab- 
batarians regard as an evil than is the attempt to 
suppress the Sunday newspaper by law. But we 
apprehend that they will hav their labor for their 
pains. When matters hav reached such a stage 
that with few exceptions the only dailies of impor- 
tance not issuing Sunday editions are those unable 
to secure the requisit franchises, it is not likely that 
there is a sufficiently strong Sunday sentiment 
among the buyers of daily papers to make the pro- 
posed boycott of the Sunday newspaper and the 
Sunday advertiser a success. Why we italicize the 
“buyers of daily papers” will appear further along. 
The Statesman mentions the names of two dailies 
in Pittsburg which do not get out a Sunday issue, 
in spite of “the strong temptation to increase their 
profits” by joining the ranks of the “Sabbath des- 
ecrators.” If this is the best that can be said for 
the strength of the Sunday sentiment in Pittsburg, 
‘there certainly does not seem to be much hope for 
‘the success of the boycotting scheme fathered by 
‘the Christian Statesman. If in Pittsburg and Al- 
legheny, the headquarters of the God-in-the-Consti- 
‘tution and Sabbatarian movements, and the hotbeds 
of theocratic sentiment, there is a “strong tempta- 
ion” for the Ohristian owners of dailies to “ increase 


their profits” by violating their conscientious con- 
victions and issuing Sunday editions, what must be 
the state of the public mind in those cities? 
it not appear that even there, where there are al- 
ready at least five Sunday papers, and where the 
publishers of those papers hav been mulcted in sums 
to the amount of thousands of dollars for their vio- 
lation of the Sunday law of the state and of Alle- 
gheny county—we repeat, does-it not appear that 
even in those priest-ridden cities the demand for 
the Sunday paper is so strong that that kind of a 
journal is a paying investment, despite all the diffi- 
culties against which those papers are forced to 
contend? Under auch circumstances, will a boycott 
avail to stop their presses, and if it will not accom- 


in the state of Pennsylvania, will it do it in the freer 


in their fight against the Sunday paper? 


Does 


plish the end sought, in Pittsburg and Allegheny, 


and more progressiv cities and states of the Union? 


Evidently it will be a failure. 


What, then, is the only hope of the Sabbatarians 
The law, 
assuredly. But, it will asked, if they cannot boy- 
cott the Sunday newspaper out of existence, how 
can they vote it out when, as it would seem, the 
buyers are the voters? The answer was indicated 
when we italicized the words, “buyers of daily 
papers,” in the preceding paragraph. Only a frac- 
tion of the voters read the daily papers; it is in the 
country districts that the Sabbatarian strength is 
found, among the villagers and the farmers. The 
daily bas not become an important element in 
their lives, and they do not see why others should 
hav what they hav not felt the need of in their busi- 
ness. As always, the rural population is the con- 
servativ and reactionary factor, as compared with 
the urban. It is not its fault, but its misfortune, 
the result of unfavorable environment. It is, toa 
certain extent, cut off from the nerve and brain 
centers of the world. Governor Fishback of Ark- 
ansas recently told a committee of ministers: * The 
largest amount of enlightenment of the world always 
has been and always will be in its cities.” But the 
bicycle and the electric railway are rapidly chang- 
ing all this. Every improvement in country roads, 
every extension of the electric lines, is a blow at the 
priest. The theocrat must get his repressiv meas- 
ures adopted soon or it will be too late. Civilization 
flies over the country with the pneumatic tire and 
flashes its light from the wires of the trolley. 


An Open Letter to the Legislators of New York. 
Gentlemen: There are upon the statute books 
of this state certain laws forbidding work and rec- 
reation on the first day of the week, usually called 
Sunday. These statutes make occupations and 
amusements that are legitimate on other days of 
the week misdemeanors if engaged in on Sunday. 
These statutes were enacted by or at the behest 
of the adherents of a religious system known as 
Christianity. cn 
They were placed on the statute books in the 
interest of that religious system, that its teachers 
might not be put in competition with secular duties 
and attractions on the day named. This legislation 
is essentially and ineradicably monopolistic and was 
intended to be such by those who secured its adop- 
tion. It is legislation distinctly and indisputably 
discriminative in favor of those who hold to a certain 
form of religious belief and was intended by its 
promoters to be that and that only. 

They are in violation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution of the state of New York, of the 
spirit of the Constitution of the United States, and 
of the genius of our free institutions. In theory 
there is absolute separation of church and state in 
this country, and there must be absolute separation 


at large. 


in fact. The time has come to put into universal 
practice the fundamental principles that underlie 
the institutions of this republic and of the states of 
which it is composed. The Constitution of this 
commonwealth declares that “ the free exercise of 
religious profession and worship, without discrimi- 
nation or preference, shall forever be allowed in 
this state to all mankind.” 
to show that there can be no real religious freedom 
for all the citizens of the state so long as the free- 
dom not to worship is denied; and this freedom £s 
denied by the Sunday laws of New York. They 
protect the Sabbath-keeper in the exercise of his 
right to make such use of Sunday as he desires to 
make, but they brand as a misdemeanant and punish 
the non-Sabbath-keeper who exercises his right to 
make such use of Sunday as Ae desires to make. 
What can this truthfully be called but statutory 
« discrimination” and “preference” in favor of the 
accepters of a religious dogma? 
equally statutory discrimination against the reject- 
ers of that dogma? 
already shown, a discrimination forbidden by the 
basic law of the state. 


It needs no argument 


And is it not 


Certainly it is, and it is, as 


Is the Sunday law needed? Not by the people 
The protection of property, person, lib- 
erty, and life should be and can be secured by gen- 
eral laws applicable to all the days of the week 
alike. There is not the slightest necessity for spe- 
cial statutes for Sunday. What is wrong on one 
day is wrong on all-days, and that which is not an 
offense on six days cannot become a crime or misde- 
meanor on the other day of the week. It is as 
criminal to punish a man for working on Sunday or 
engaging in recreation thereon as it would be to 
punish him for working or amusing himself on the 
Fourth of July or Thanksgiving day. We are not 
unaware of the pretense that Sunday laws are 
needed to prevent the “laborer” from being over- 
worked, but it has not been observed that he is 
overworked on secular holidays because of the ab- 
sence of laws making labor and recreation on those 
days misdemeanors. The danger is not that men 
will be driven beyond their strength, but that we 
shall find ourselves under the absolute- dominion 
of a church which will force us to abstain from 
labor on many more holy days than Sunday. In 
other lands and past ages so large a portion of time 
was dedicated to the exclusive use of religion that 
industry was seriously crippled and the administra- 
tion of justice made a mockery. In the year 425 
the emperors Theodosius and Valentinianus set 
aside not only Sunday but the days of the nativity 
and Epiphany, and the days of Pentecost and Has- 
ter. In the Codex Justin we find that from the 
tenth calends of September to the ides of October 
(the feast of the vintage), Easter, the day of the 
nativity, the day of the Epiphany, the seven days 
preceding and the seven days following each, were 
made dies non. In 858 Pope Nicholas I. instructed 
the Burgundians that they should abstain from all 
except works of necessity on Sunday, the “feasts, 
of the Virgin, the feasts of the Apostles and Evan- 
gelists, the birthdays of other saints, and the season 
of lent.” The lands most backward in civilization 
to-day are those which have the greatest number of 
days devoted to religion and idleness. Leave all 
men free to choose their own rest days in harmoni- 
ous cooperation with their fellow-laborers, In our 
civilization it is absolutely necessary, if the masses 
of the people are to rest and enjoy themselves in 
amusements on a certain day, that the minority 
work on that day. How can the great body of the 
workers make a rational use of any rest day if the 
libraries and museums and galleries are closed, the 
transit facilities available on other days denied to 


` 
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them in their hours of leisure, and the sale of ne- 
cessities and luxuries forbidden? Yet the very med- 
dlers who are trying to justify the existence of 
Sunday laws on the plea of “rest” are the only 
people who want to keep the citizen shut up on 
Sunday, opening the door of his prison just long 
enough’ for him to attend their religious services. 
Is not this fact vastly significant? Take down the 
sectarian bars; leave the people free to work out 
their own worldly and spiritual salvation. They 
know much better what they want than does the 
minister or the legislator. They will settle the 
“rest” question. It will be discovered that it is 
very easy to so arrange the periods of labor and of 
leisure that all will have the opportunity to enjoy 
the latter. There is not the slightest necessity for 
special liberty-denying, constitution-defying legisla- 
tion in the interest of either barbers or preachers. 
Permit us, in connection with this, to call your at- 
tention to some excerpts from a decision of the 
Supreme Court of California: 


** Now, when we come to inquire what reason can be 
given for the claim of power to enact a Sunday law, we 
are told, looking at it in its purely civil aspect, that it is 
absolutely necessary for the benefit of his [the individ- 
ual's] health and the restoration of his powers, and in aid 
of this great social necessity, the legislature may, for the 
general convenience, set apart a particular day of rest, 
and require its observanee by all. 

“ This argument is founded on the assumption that men 
are in the habit of working too much, and thereby en- 
tailing evil upon society; and that, without compulsion, 
they will not seek the necessary repose which their ex- 
hausted natures demand. This to us is a new theory, and 
is contradicted by the history of the past and the obser- 
vation of the present. We have heard, in all ages, of 
declamations and reproaches against the vice of indolence; 
but we have yet tolearn that there has ever been any gen- 
eral complaint of sn intemperate, vicious, unhealthy, or 
morbid industry. On the contrary, we know that men 
seek cessation from toil, from the natural influences of 
self-preservation, in the same manner and as certainly as 
they seek slumber, relief from pain, or food to appease 
their hunger.” 


The court might pertinently have said that if 
men need laws to prevent them from working ex- 
cessively during the day, they, many of them, much 
more need laws to prevent them from working dur- 
ing the ‘night, for there can be no question that 
night labor is more exhausting than is labor per- 
formed during the hours of natural light. But we 
have not heard that any Sabbatarian proposes to 
forbid night work, solicitous as he claims he is for 
the welfare of the “helpless victim of soulless cap- 
ital.” The plain truth is, he is working, not for the 
people, but for the church, that is, for his own 
guild, and it should always be borne in mind that 
he, if a minister, has no scruples against earning 
his living by Sunday work. A few words more 
from the California decision : 

“It may well be considered that the amount of rest 
which would be required by one-half of society may be 
widely disproportionate to that required by the other. It 
is a matter of which each individual must be permitted to 
judge for himself, according to his own instincts and 
necessities.” 

This is the terse expression of a bed-rock truth, 
and we ask for it your unprejudiced consideration. 
Right here it may be well to say that all that will 
be necessary in the way of legislation—if anything 
is, which we very much doubt—to prevent employ- 
ers denying to their employees a day of rest each 
week will be a law making six days constitute a 
week’s work, leaving to each workman full liberty 
to arrange with his fellow-workmen and his em- 
ployer as to what day he will take off, and also 
leaving him free to work more than six days if that 
is his pleasure. Nothing less than this is worthy 
the name of American liberty. Now we will quote 
a few observations on the constitutionality of Sun- 
day laws, from the opinion rendered in the Califor- 
nia case: 


“As a general rule, it will be admitted that men have 
s natural right to do anything which their inclinations 
may suggest, if it be not evil in itself, and in no way im- 
pairs the rights of others, * The right to protect 
and possess property is not more clearly protected by the 
Constitution than the right to acquire. The right to ac- 
quire must include the right to use the proper means to 
attain the end. The right itself would be impotent with- 
out the power to use its necessary incidents. The legis- 
lature, therefore, cannot prohibit the proper use of the 


‘ure time only by moons. 


means of acquiring property, except the peace and safety 
of the state require it.” 

It is needless to say that the peace and safety of 
the state do not require that Sunday acquirement 
of property and Sunday recreation be forbidden, as 
they are in many instances by the law of New York. 
Ali men are supposed to be equal in rights under 
the laws of the United States and of the state whose 
law-making body you are. All men not suffering 
imprisonment for crime have an equal right to make 
use of their time for the aequisition of property. 
You have no more authority to deprive them of the 
use of part of their time than you have to deprive 
them of the use of it altogether. This is self-evident. 

ORIGIN OF THE WEEK AND SABBATHS. 


Some tribes meas- 
Others have evolved a 
lunar year composed of a certain number of lunar 
months. The solar year does not appear until some 
advance in civilization has been made. The moon, 
or month, is reckoned from the first appearance of 
the new moon. As the moon is seen only at night, 
generally speaking, so a month was computed by 
nights rather than by days. Hence our “ fortnight,” 
fourteen nights, and the old name of the week, 
*gen'night," seven nights. The next step was to 
divide the moon into periods corresponding to its 
changes, and the usual subdivisions were halves and 
quarters. We still speak of the “quarters” of the 
moon. But twenty-nine and one-half days will not 
divide exactly by two or by four, and thus -each 
period would consist of seven days and about nine 
hours. The Tshi tribes of the Gold Coast of Africa 
have such a week, which begins at a different hour 
of the day at each recurrence. The suffix da, at. 
tached to the names of the days of this tribe, is 
derived from the verb da, “to sleep,” and shows 
that we have here a seven night, instead of a seven 
day, period. The Ga tribes of the Gold Coast have 
the same week, the days differently named, but it is 
derived, liks the other, directly from the lunar month. 
The succeeding step in time reckoning is by the year. 
But twelve or thirteen lunar months do not exactly 
correspond in duration with the solar year. This 
leads to compromises which generally result either 
in the dropping of computation by moons or to the 
arbitrary fixing of the moon (month) as composed 
of so many days, regardless of the changes of the 
planet. This is a civil measure of time, having only 
the relation of name to the lunar month. Following 
this comes the application of the same process to 
the subdivisions of the month. As the month be- 
came a civil period having no relation to the moon, 
so the week became a civil period having no relation 
to the lunar month. The week no longer marks 
the phases of the moon, the odd hours having been 
dropped, and all weeks commencing at the same 
hour. 

We trace the lunar month and week among the 
Aztecs, the Society Islanders, the Sofalese, the Siam- 
ese, the Javanese, and many other nations and 
tribes, the month being from twenty-eight to thirty 
days in length. All seem to have reckoned by 
nights, as, indeed, was inevitable, the moon being 
a night luminary, and the Italians and Bohemians 
still reckon the day of twenty-four hours from sun- 
set to sunset. As the Israelites had a seven-day 
week and measured time by moons and nights, it is 
apparent that their week was in the first instance a 
subdivision of the lunar month. A new month be- 
gan when the new moon appeared, and they reck- 
oned their day from sunset to sunset. Their lunar 
year was twelve months in length, and every two or 
three years an intercalary month was added to bring 
it into agreement with the solar year. Their pres- 
ent luni-solar year was not introduced until 360 of 
this era. The Chaldeans had a week which was 
evidently a subdivision originally of the lunar 
month, and they had divided their day into twenty- 
four hours, and subsequently dedicated each of these 
to one of the seven planets from which some of the 
present names of our days are derived, in the order 
of the magnitude of the orbits of the planets, the 
day receiving its name from the planet to which its 
first hour was sacred. Egypt had a seven-day period, 
and the sixth-seventh day was sacred to the moon 
when the Chaldean order wasintroduced, while with 
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the Chaldeans it was the third. The Chaldean seven- 
day period came into Rome through Egypt early in 
the first century of this era, but does not appear to 
have been adopted by the Romans until nearly the 
beginning of the fifth century. Colonel Ellis thinks 
that it is “ fairly clear that in the early days of their 
history they reckoned time by half-moons and quar- 
ter-moons or lunar weeks.” and it is certain that 
when “they had invented civil months the calends 
were invariably on the first day of the month, and 
were so named because the priests had been accus- 
tomed to call the people together on that day and 
announce what days were to be kept sacred during 
the month.” Further examining the Roman sys- 
tem, Colonel Ellis concludes : . 

** We think, then, that the system of ealends, nones, 
and ides dated from & period when time was reckoned 
from lunar months, and was really a system of half- 
moons snd quarter-moons, the nones falling on the night 
of the seventh-eighth, and the ides on that of the 
fourteenth-fifteenth, which brings us very near to the 
system of the Tshi and Ga tribes, The introduction of 
civil months destroyed the connection between the cal- 
ends, nones, and ides and the phases of the moon; and 
the lunar week became a civil week of seven days, and 


finally the names for the days of the week were adopted 
from Egypt.” 


Thus it is shown that the origin of the week 
was purely natural and human. There is nothing 
miraculous or supernatural about it in any way. 
Neither was one-seventh part of it made a “ Sab- 
bath ” because it was thought that man needed just 
that proportion of the week for rest, for some tribes 
divided the lunar month into weeks of seven days, 
some into weeks of five days, while others had a 
four-day week, and still others one of ten days. The 
seven-day week appears to have been the most com- 
mon, that is all. In connection with the “Sabbath " 
feature of the Sunday question we wish to direct 
your particular attention to the very able article of 
Colonel A. B. Ellis in the Popular Science Monthly 
for January. You will find some excerpts from it 
on another page of this issue of Taz TaurE SEEKER. 
Don’t fail to read them. 

THE SUNDAY LAW BREEDS CORRUPTION AND BLACKMAIL. 

The Sunday statutes should be unconditionally 
repealed. They are out of date. They subserve 
no useful purpose. They protect the rights of no 
citizen. They are an insult to every free American, . 
implying, as they.do, that he is either an imbecile 
or a blackguard, that he is either incapable of tak- 
ing care of himself or of respecting the equal rights 
of his neighbors on one day in every seven. They 
directly interfere with the pleasure or the business, 
or both, of hundreds of thousands of the inhab- 
itants of the state and indirectly with the happiness 
of all its citizens, including that of the preachers 
themselvs, who are working so hard for their reten- 
tion; for the wider the liberty, the greater the 
prosperity, the more unqualified the happiness, of 
any class of the people of a state the better it is for 
ail the people of that state. Is any church stronger 
to-day because in past ages- she persecuted her op- 
ponents? No. Will the present Christian church 
gain anything in the long run by her enforce- 
ment of antiquated Sunday laws? No, she will 
earn only the contempt or hatred of those she per- 
secutes to-day and of all observers who love fair 
play, and the loathing or, at best, the pity, of the 
enlightened generations to come. Repeal the Sun- 
day laws, for they unite church and state, they deny 
liberty, they rob the citizen, they make a hollow 
mockery of all our professions of justice. 

Repeal the Sunday laws. They are the source of 
corruption, of police blackmail, of the oppression 
of the weak and the purchased immunity of the 
powerful. Repealthe Sunday laws. “They arenot 
enforced, they cannot be enforced, they should not 
be enforced.” The people do not want them; they 
will evade them whenever they can, for, no matter 
what their nominal opinions may be concerning re- 
ligion and Sabbaths, they feel instinctively, and 
rightly, that Sunday statutes are an impertinent in- 
terference with their natural, equal, constitution- 
guaranteed right to attend to their own affairs in 
their own way at their own cost. It is only the 
distinctively “criminal class” that will deliberately 
violate those social laws which make for the protec- 
tion of property, person, and life, but about the 
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only persons who at all times willingly obey the 
Sunday laws are those devout people who believe 
that their God will roast them forever in hell if they 
are so Wicked as to do a stroke of work (outside the 
church) or engage in innocent secular recreation on 
Sunday. The more enlightened the people become 
the less will they be inclined to obey these sixteenth 
century edicts and, consequently, the more rapidly 
will the police captains and inspectors amass for- 
tunes at the expense of those who cater to the Sun- 
day wants of their fellow-citizens. Mayor Strong 
told & committee which waited upon him to urge 
the retention and enforcement of the law forbid- 
ding liquor selling on Sunday that “the investiga- 
tion by the Lexow Committee revealed that the 
present excise law was the foundation and cause of 
most of the criminality exposed.” No cageful ob- 
server of current events can doubt that the mayor 
of New York is substantially right, and you will 
bear in mind that the exciee law is thus productive 
of corruption and criminality because it is a Sunday 
law, a statute drafted for the purpose of preventing 
the sale of articles on Sunday that are allowed to 
be sold on all the other days of the week. How- 
ever, this is but one of the features of it which 
condemn it in the eyes of fair-minded men and 
women, The laws against fishing and other forms 
of recreation are violated with almost equal fre- 
quency, and a surveillance is exercised over other 
Sunday amusements that is annoying and costly to 
the victims of it, and degrading to the officers who 
do the unwholesome work. Besides all this the 
contempt for law which this wholesale violation of 
certain statutes inevitably breedsis destructive of the 
bonds of society; some men who become accus- 
tomed to trampling under foot or seeing others 
trample under foot needless and invasive statutes 
cannot readily discriminate, and so with them it is an 
easy step to the violation of laws which conserve, 
under healthful social conditions, the most precious 
rights of the individual. The Sunday law is itself 
a crime against the citizen and it is the prolific cause 
of other crimes. Repeal it, and at once. . That way 
lies liberty, and therefore justice and safety. 


oe ge 
* Liberty for Man, Woman and Child,” and the 
Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. 
So many hav wanted the lecture on Liberty, and 
also the tribute to Colonel Ingersoll’s brother, that 
Mr. Farrell has had them printed in one pamphlet, 
uniform with the other lectures and at the same 
price—25 cents. And he has added as a frontis. 
piece a fine photo-engraving of the Colonel and 
both his grandchildren, Eva and Robert, the little 
fellow upon his knee, and Eva in her high chair. 
It is a pretty picture, and the Colonel’s millions of 
friends will take pleasure in it. 
This lecture on liberty for the women and children 
has made many converts to rationalism among the 
fairer portion of humanity, and it is the best one to 
giv to the good women who hav a prejudice—fos- 
tered by the ministers—against the Colonel because 
he has “taken away their savior.” When they 
read this they usually revise their opinion of the 
apostle of liberty, and read his other works—which 
they wouldn’t look at before. If you know a good 
Christian girl, any age, just giv her a copy of this 
lecture. Postpaid, 25 cents. 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 
Works. 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine’s “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 
us to lower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: 

AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Eight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 


on the French Revolution. 
50 cents. 


8vo., 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. This book and Tax TRUTH SEEKER 
one year, $5.. 


containing Common Sense, Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. 


ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. 
steel portrait. 


scatter these splendid works all over the country. 


the Freethinkers of Clinton county lose one of their 
most earnest and reliable comrades, the Liberals of 
the state a fellow-worker who was unobtrusivly un- 
compromising in his devotion to principle, and the 
great army of reform a soldier who never shirked a 
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THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke's attack 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 


permitted to advise how the city government should - 
be run? The evils that flow from the consumption 
of intoxicants can all cheerfully be conceded, and 
the wise citizen will still prefer the political saloon 
keeper to the political preacher. We know what 
the church has been, what the saloon is, and what 
.the church wants to be again; and prevising the 
future from the past and present we don’t want the 
«wise councils of the church " to dictate our legis- 
lation. The alleged possible alternativ is far less 
terrifying. But we need not be ruled by either 
church or saloon. Away with the Sunday laws and 
let liberty cleanse and uplift. 


PAINE’S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 


PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 


Cloth, $1. 
PAINE’S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One vol- 


The God-in-the-Constitution schemers are very 
busy this winter. Among the meelings recenily 
held by them was one at Superior, Nebraska. 
It is reported to hav been “remarkably successful” 
and “enthusiasm ran high.” The Covenanter 
synod asks for $7,000 for National Reform work, 
and it is expected that the sum will be raised with- 
out the necessity of sending out a special appeal. 
If one, and that a comparativly small, Christian 
church can raise this amount for the purpose of de- 
stroying the free institutions of the nation, how: 
much should the Freethinkers of America be able 
to contribute for the preservation of the liberties 
for which the founders of the republic gave all they 
had to offer on the battlefields of freedom? What 
will each Liberal do to help furnish the Federation 
and Union with the imperativly necessary means of 
defense? This is no dress parade campaign in 
which we are engaged. It is a struggle to the 
death with an enemy of liberty and justice which 
has never been known to giv quarter to a vanquished 
foe or to respect the rights of man when it had 


With Life of Paine and 
Cloth, $1. 


We hope all our readers will do their best to 


By the death of B. F. Gove, of De Witt, Iowa, 


duty or deserted a brother who needed help. Tall, 
angular, quaint, he was in appearance a typical New 
Englander, with all the tenacity of purpose of that 
people and free from the superstitions and intoler- 
ance that mar its character. He commanded the 
respect of all who knew him and who can appreciate 
true manhood ; he laid down the burdens of exist- 
ence without fear and in the last hour showed that 
Freethought is a logic alike of life and of death to 


those who intelligently accept it. We grieve that 
he died so early, but we rejoice that he lived so 
nobly. 


How important they think they are in the econ- 
omy of God, these Christian ministers! Here is 
Rev. C. W. Savidge, of Omaha, who preached a ser- 
mon the other Sunday which he advertised under 
the title of “God Closed. My Mouth to Open My 
Eyes" The subject related to a debate he had 
with a Mormon elder the week before, in which, as 
he was denying the divinity of the Mormon religion, 
he became speechless. As he had never before had 
any trouble in overcoming an antagonist in the 
forensic arena, as he looks at the outcome of his 
discussions, he is sure that God wants him to quit 
fighting the Mormons and Christian Scientists, and 
so he has promised to let them alone hereafter. 
Probably he is afraid that his god will hit him 
harder next time if he does not heed this warning. 
Prudence is a very desirable quality. But what a 
pity it is that God does not send a warning to some 
of the Constitution tinkers of Pennsylvania a 


The Sunday law issue is one of the chief subjects 
of newspaper discussion in this state at present. 
Now is the opportunity to make the people ac- 
quainted with sound principles; let us push the 
fight to the utmost limit possible. Since our last 
acknowledgments were made, the following sums 
hav been received for the work before the legisla- 
ture and among the people of New York: C. C. de 
Rudio, $1; John J. Riser, $1; Dexter K. Cole, $5; 
A. V. Hendricks, $5. 

And here the South extends itely assistance to 
the North: 
KISSIMMEE, FLA., | Jan. 25, 1895. 

Msz. Epor : I will giv a dollar toward the expense in 
the Fleckten case in Minnesota—and more if necessary. 

' Respectfully, A. J. GARDNER. 

That is good, and we hope that now the ball is 
started Mr. Fleckten will receive all that is needed 
to make such a fight as will drive religious teachings 
out of the common schools of Minnesota. 


When Mrs. Grannis and her committee visited 
Mayor Strong the other day to try to prevail upon 
him to enforce the existing Sunday excise law and 
promis not to ask for its repeal, she told him that 
he should call in “the wise councils of the church” 
to aid him, and at the same time protested against 
his consulting with the liquor dealers. Now why 
should the church more than the liquor dealers be 


strength to ravish them. 


— —bi— 

In the village of Starai-Moultani, Russia, eleven 
persons known as * Votiaks" were accused of offer- 
ing up a human sacrifice to their god. Kourbane. 
The evidence showed that in order to prevent the 
recurrence of famin they had inveigled a beggar 
into a house and cut his throat. He was then decap- 
itated; his headless body was hung up and five cuts 
made in it, the blood being caught in dishes. The 
heart and lunys were taken out to be used in the 
* idolatrous" rites. Eight of the accused were 
sentenced to prison for life or deported to Siberia. 
One was seventy years old. Before our Christian 
brethren say too much about this “heathen” perfor- 
mance it will be well for them to take a careful 
survey of their own doctrins. They should remem- 
ber that the patriarch Abraham earned his title of 
« The Father of the Faithful,” if there is any truth 
in the story, because he was willing to make a human 
sacrifice to his god of his son Isaac. And the whole 
scheme of redemption accepted by the Christian 
rests on the god- premeditated and accomplished 
sacrifice of a being asserted to be half god and half 
man; and to-day the Christian on certain stated 
occasions eats and drinks what are called the flesh 
and blood of this sacrificial victim. The oldest of 
the Christian churches, and the most powerful, 
teaches that the bread and wine so eaten and 
drank are actually the substance of this crucified 
man-god. How far is the enlightened Christian in 
advance of the semi-savage Tartar of the Russian 
steppes? And is there no direct and immediate 
connection between the Christian rite of communion 
and the Votiaks? Did not the latter borrow some- 
thing from their Christian neighbors or do the two 
superstitions hark back to a common source? The 
observant reader wil hav noticed that fve wounds 
were made in the-body of the beggar and the blood 
drawn therefrom. Who has not heard sung the 
Christian hymn containing this line, 

** Five bleeding wounds he bore," 

and who does not recall the sermons he has heard 
in which it was declared that “the blood, the 
blood,” possessed a marvelous and magical potency 
for the washing away of sin and the salvation of 
souls? It is pueril and useless for Christians to 
declaim against the “ sacrifice of blood" when their 
entire system is bottomed flatly on that very “ sac- 
rifice of blood.” 


Tur Trors SEEKER ANNUAL for 1895 is great. 
Price, 25 cents. 
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Benjamin Franklin: Was He a Christian ? 

“I goon became a thorough Deist."— Franklin. 

The world has produced few wiser or better men 
than our American Sccrates, Benjamin Franklin. 
While he lived he was loved and honored by all; 
when he died, two continents mourned as a child 
mourns the loss of a beloved father. Eagerly has 
the church striven to place to her credit the pres- 
tige of this wise and good man’s name. But in 
` vain; she cannot efface the oft-repeated declarations 

of his disbelief. 

Franklin received a religious training, but his 
good sense and his human nature forced him to 
rebel against the irrational and inhuman tenets of 
his parents’ faith, and at an early age a spirit of 
skepticism was developed in him, as the following 
extracts from his Autobiography will show: 

* My parents had given me betimes religious im- 
pressions, and I received from my infancy a pious 
education in the principles of Calvinism. But 
scarcely was I arrived at fifteen years of age, when, 
after having doubted in turn of different terets, 
according as I found them combated in the differ- 
ent books that I read, I began to doubt of revela- 
tion itself” (Autobiography, p. 66). 

He read much, and the ambition of his youth, as 
he declares, was to become & decent writer of the 
English language. His favorit exercise was to re- 

; produce, in his own words, the ideas of the authors 
he read. Alluding to this, he says: 

“The time which I devoted to these exercises, and 
to reading, was the evening after my day’s labor 
was finished, the morning before it began, and Sun- 
days when I could escape divine service. While I 
lived with my father, he had insisted on my punc- 
tual attendance on public worship, and I still in- 
deed considered it as a duty, but a duty which I 
thought I had no time to practice” (Ibid. p. 16). 

In the course of his mental pursuits he read 
Locke on the “Human Understanding,” and care- 
fully studied some essays which taught the Socratic 
method of disputation, which he immediately put 
to use in combating superstition : 

“Charmed to a degree of enthusiasm with this 
mode of disputing, I adopted it, and renouncing 
plunt contradictions, and direct and positiv argu- 
ment, I assumed the character of a humble ques- 
tioner. The perusal of Shaftesbury and Collins had 
made me a skeptic; and, being previously so as to 
many doctrins of Christianity, I found Socrates’ 
method to be both the safest for myself, as well as 
the most embarrassing to those against whom I 
applied it. It soon afforded me singular pleasure; 
I incessantly practiced it; and became very adroit 
in obtaining, even from persons of superior under- 
standing, concessions of which they did not foresee 
the consequence ” (Ibid, p. 17). 

The result of his many disputes upon the subject 
of religion is easily divined. He says: 

«I began to be regarded, by pious souls, with 
horror, either as an apostate or an Atheist” (Ibid, 

22). 

5 Being associated with an side brother in the 
publication of the New England Courant, young 
Franklin made use of its columns to propagate his 
radical thoughts. From an old edition of Good- 
rich's Reader (Fifth, pp. 273, 274) I quote the fol- 
lowing relativ to his adventures in this field of re- 
ligious criticism : 

“In Boston, in 1721, when the pulpit had mar- 
shaled Quakers and witches to the gallows, one 
newspaper, the New Hngland Courant, the fourth 
American periodical, was established as an organ of 
independent opinion, by James Franklin. Its tem- 
porary success was advanced by Benjamin, his 
brother and apprentice, a boy of fifteen, who wrote 
pieces for its humble columns. 

“The little sheet satirized hypocrisy and spoke 
of religious knaves as of all knaves the worst. 
This was deseribed as tending ‘to abuse the minis- 
ters of religion in a manner which was intolerable.’ 
* I can well remember,’ writes Increase Mather, then 
more than four score years of age, ‘when the civil 
government would hav taken an effectual course to 
suppress such a cursed libel.’ 

“The ministers persevered; and, in January, 1723, 
a committee of inquiry was raised by the legisla- 
ture. Benjamin Franklin, being examined, escaped 
with an admonition; James, the publisher, refusing 
to discover the author of the offense, was kept in 
jail for a month; his paper was censured as reflect- 
ing injuriously on the reverend ministers of the 
gospel; and, by a vote of the House and Council, 
he was forbidden to print it, ‘except it be first su- 
pervised.’” 

This young opponent of priestcraft soon after 
left Boston, went to New York, and from thence 
to Philadelphia. In passing through New Jersey 
he stopped at an inn near Burlington, kept by a 
Dr. Brown. Of this Dr. Brown, he writes as fol- 
lows: 


“This man entered into a conversation with me 
while I took some refreshment, and perceiving that 
I had read a little, he expressed toward me consid- 
erable interest and friendship. Our acquaintance 
continued during the remainder of his life. I be- 
lieve him to hav been what is called an itinerant 
doctor; for there was no town in England, or in- 
deed in Europe, of which he could not giv a partio- 
ular account. He was neither deficient in under- 
standing nor literature, but he was a sad Infidel; 
and, some years after, wickedly undertook to trav- 
esty the Bible, in burlesque verse, as Cotton has 
travestied Virgil. He exhibited, by this means, 
many facts in a very ludicrous point of view, which 
would hav given umbrage to weak minds, had this 
work been published, which it never was” (Auto- 
biography, p. 25). 

I can see the sly twinkle in Benjamin’s eye as he 
writes about this “sad Infidel” who “ wickedly un- 
dertook to travesty the Bible.” It was with these 
same “sad Infidels” that he delighted to associate 
throughout his life, while many a time he, too, 
« wickedly undertook to travesty the Bible” by pre- 
tending to read from it, extemporized in a ludicrous 
manner as he went along. (Parton’s Life of Frank- 
lin, vol. i, p. 320.) 

In Philadelphia he was associated with a printer 
named Keimer. Referring to Keimer, he says: 

* He formed so high an opinion of my talents for 
refutation that he seriously proposed to me to be- 
come his colleague in the establishment of a new 
religious sect. He was to propagate the doctrin by 
preaching, and I to refute every opponent. 

“When he explained to me his tenets, I Tound 

many absurdities which I refused to admit. 
Keimer wore his beard long, because Moses had 
somewhere said, * Thou shalt not mar the corners of 
thy beard. He "likewise observed the Sabbath ; and 
these were with him two very essential points. I 
disliked them both” (Autobiography, p. 40). 

At a later period, alluding to his religious belief, 
Franklin says: 

* Some volumes against Deism fell into my hands. 
They were said to be the substance of sermons 
preached at Boyle's Lecture. It happened that 
they produced on me an effect precisely the reverse 
of what was intended by the writers; for the argu- 
ments of the Deists, which were cited in order to 
be refuted, appeared to me much more forcibly than 
the refutation itself. In a word, I soon became a 
thorough Deist ” (Ibid, p. 66). 

In one of his youthful essays he professes a sort 
of polytheistie belief as shown by the following ex- 
tracts 

“The Infinit Father expects or requires no wor- 
ship or praise from us.” 

*I conceive, then, that the Infinit has created 
many beings or gods vastly superior to man.’ 

“Tt may be these created gods are immortal; or 
it may be that, after many ages, they are changed, 
and others supply their places. 

* Howbeit, I conceive that each of these is ex- 
ceeding good and very powerful; and that each has 
made for himself one glorious sun, attended with a 
beautiful and admirable system of planets. 

“Tt is that particular wise and good God, who 
is the author and owner of our system, that I pro- 
pose for the object of my praise and adoration” 
(Franklin’s Works, vol. ii, p. 2). 

He subsequently rejected some of his earlier 
philosophical and ethical views, particularly those 
contained in a small pamphlet which he wrote, en- 
titled a “Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, 
Pleasure and Pain.” Referring to his arguments 
in this pamphlet he says: 

* The object was to prove, from the attributes of 
God, his goodness, wisdom, and power, that there 
could be no such thing as evil in the world; that vice 
and virtue did not in reality exist, and were nothing 
more than vain distinctions. -I no longer regarded 
it as so blameless a work as I had formerly imag- 
ined; and I suspected that some error must hav 
imperceptibly glided into my argument, by which 
all the inferences I had drawn from it had been 
affected, as frequently happens in metaphysical 
reusonings. In a word, I was at last convinced that 
truth, probity, and sincerity in transactions be- 
tween man and man were of the utmost importance 
to the happiness of life; and I resolved from that 
moment, and wrote the resolution in my journal, to 
practice them as long as I lived” (Autobiography, 
pp. 66, 67). 

His unbelief in Christianity, however, remained 
unchanged. He continues: 

* Revelation, indeed, as such had no influence on 
my mind” (Ibid, p. 67). 

Ihav given the theological views of Franklin’s 
youth and early manhood; I shall next present the 
religious opinions of his mature manhood and old 
age. Less reticent than Washington, he was st the 
same time less radical than Jefferson, and less dis- 


posed to combat the dogmas of the church. Never- 
theless, his expressed opinions are ample to show 
that at no time during his career was he a Christian 
—that he lived and died a Deist. 

In a letter to the Rev. George Whitefield, written 
in 1753, when he was forty-seven years old, we hav 
his opinion of Christianity : 

“The faith you mention has doubtless its use in 
the world. Ido not desire to see it diminished, 
nor would I desire to lessen it in any way; but I 
wish it were more productiv of good works than I 
hav generally seen it. I mean real gcod works, 
works of kindness, charity, mercy, and public spirit, 
rot holy-day keeping, sermon-hearing, and reading, 
performing church ceremonies, or making long 
prayers, filled with flatteries and compliments, de- 
spised even by wise men, and much less capable of 
pleasing the Deity ” (Works, vol. vii, p. 75). 

Writing to his sister, Mrs. Jane Mecom, five years 
later, he*says: 

“It is pity that good works, among some sorts 
of people, are so little valued, and good words ad- 
mired in their stead. I mean seemingly pious dis- 
courses, instead of humane, benevolent actions. 
These they almost put out of countenance by call- 
ing morality, rotten morality ; righteousness, ragged 
righteousness, and even filthy rags, and when you 
mention virtue, pucker up their noses; at tha 
same time that they eagerly snuff up an empty, 
canting harang, asif it were a posy of the choicest 
flowers ” (Works, vol. vii, p. 185). 

In the same letter, alluding to faith, hope, and 
charity, he says: 

“Improvement in religion is called building up 
and edification. Faith is then the ground floor, 
hope is up one pair of stairs. My dear beloved 
Jenny, don’t delight so much to dwell in those 
lower rooms, but get as fast as you can into the 
garret; for in truth the best room in the house is 
charity. For my part I wish the house was turned 
upside down ” (Ibid. p. 184). 

Franklin believed in a future state of existence, 
but his conception of immortality was that of the 
Deist, and not of the Christian. In his letter to 
Whitefield, previously alluded to, he says: 

* By heaven, we understand a state of happiness, 
infinit in degree and eternal in duration. I can do 
nothing to deserve such a reward. He that, for 
giving a draught of water to a thirsty person, 
should expect to be paid with a good plantation, 
would be modest in his demands compared with 
those who think they deserve heaven for the little 
good they do on earth; - for my part, I hav 
not the vanity to think I deserve it, the folly to ex- 


| pect, or the ambition to desire it” (Works, vol. vii, 


p. 75). 

In a letter to Mrs. Elizabeth Partridge, he ob- 
Serves: 

“With regard to future bliss, I cannot help im- 
agining that multitudes of the zealously orthodox 
of different sects, who at the last.day may flock 
together in hopes of seeing each other damned, will 
be disappointed, and obliged to rest content with 
their own salvation ” (Works, vol. x, p. 366). 

Writing to his sister, Mrs. Mecom, he says: 

* When religious people quarrel about religion, or 
hungry people about their victuals, it looks as if 
they had not much of either about them ” (Works, 
vol. vii, p. 438). 

In a letter to “A Friend in England” (supposed 
to be Dr. Priestley), Franklin makes some observa- 
tions regarding the inspiration of the Bible: 

* I agreed with you in sentiments concerning the 
Old Testament, and thought the clause in our Con- 
stitution, which required the members of the As- 
sembly to declare their belief, that the whole of it 
was given by divine inspiration, had better hav 
been omitted. That I had opposed the clause; 
but, being overpowered by numbers, and fearing 
more in future might be grafted oa it, I prevailed 
to hav the additional clause, ‘that no further or 
more extended profession of faith should ever be 
exacted.’ I observed to you, too, that the evil of it 
was the less, as no inhabitant, nor any officer of 
government, except the members of Assembly, was 
obliged to make the declaration. 

«So much for that letter; to which I may now 
add, that there are several things in the Old Tes 
tament impossible to be given by divine inspiration ; 
such as the approbation ascribed to the angel of the 
Lord of that abominably wicked and detestable ac- 
tion of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite. If the 
rest of the book were like that, I should rather 
suppose it given by inspiration from another quar- 
ter, and renounce the whole ” (Works, vol. x, p. 134). 

He extolled the character of Jesus, but in regard 
to his divinity he declared himself a skeptic. 

His opinion of the Fall of Man, the Atonement, 
and other Christian doctrins, may be inferred from 
an anecdote related by him in an essay which he 
wrote on the “Savages of North America :” 
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“A Swedish minister having assembled the chiefs 
of the Sasquehannah Indians, made a sermon to 
them, acquainting them with the principal historical 
facts on which our religion is founded, such as the 
fall of our first parents by eating an apple; the 
coming of Christ to repair the mischief; his mira- 
cles and sufferings, etc. When he had finished, an 
Indian orator stood up to thank him. ‘What you 
hav told us,’ said he, ‘is all very good. It is indeed 
bad to eat apples. It is better to make them all 
into cider. We are much obliged by your kindness 
in coming so far to tell us those things which you. 
hav heard from your mothers. In return, I will 
tell you some of those which we hav heard from 
ours. In the beginning, our fathers had only the 
flesh of animals to subsist on; and if their hunting 
was unsuccessful, they were starving. Two of our 
young hunters having killed a deer, made a fire in 
the woods to broil some parts of it. When they 
were about to satisfy their hunger, they beheld a 
beautiful young woman descend from the clouds, 
and seat herself on that hill which you see yonder 
among the blue mountains. They said to each 
other, it is a spirit that perhaps has smelt our 
broiled venison and wishes to eat of it; let us ofter 
some to her. . They presented her with the tongue; 
she was pleased with the taste of it, and said,‘ Your 
kindness shall be rewarded. Come to this place 
after thirteen moons, and you shall find something 
that will be of great benefit in nourishing you and 
your children to the latest generations.’ They did 
so and, to their surprise, found plants they had 
never seen before; but which, from that ancient 
time, hav been constantly cultivated among us to 
our great advantage. Where her right hand touched 
the ground they found maize; where her left hand 
touched it they found kidney-beans.’ - The 
good missionary, disgusted with this idle tale, said, 
‘What I delivered to you were sacred truths; but 
what you tell me is mere fable, fiction, and false- 
hood.’ The Indian, offended, replied, ‘ My brother, 
it seems your friends hav not done you justice in 
your education; they hav not well instructed you 
in the rules of common civility. You saw that we, 
who understand and practice these rules, believed 
all your stories, why do you refuse to believe 
ours?” 

The following extract from a letter to Jared In- 
gersoll, written in 1762, shows how he regarded the 
Christian Sabbath: * When I traveled in Flanders 
I thought of your excessivly strict observation of 
Sunday, and that a man could hardly travel on that 
day among you upon his lawful occasions without 
hazard of punishment, while where I was everyone 
traveled, if he pleased, or diverted himself in any 
other way; and in the afternoon both high and low 
went to the play or the opera, where there was 
plenty of singing, fiddling, and: dancing. I looked 
around for God's judgments, but saw no sign of 
them. The cities were well built and full of inhab- 
itants, the markets filled with plenty, the people 
well favored and well clothed, the fields well tilled, 
the cattle fat and strong, the fences, houses, and 
windows all in repair, and no ‘old tenor’ anywhere 
in the country; which would make one almost sus- 
pect that the deity was not so angry at that offense 
as a New England justice.” 

In a letter to Dr. Price he had this to say of re- 
ligious tests: 

«I think they were invented not so much to 
secure religion as the emoluments of it. When a 
religion is good, I conceive that it will support 
itself; and when it does not support itself, and God 
does not.take care to support it, so that its profes- 
sors are obliged to call for help of the civil power, 
"tis a sign, I apprehend, of its being a bad one" 
(Works, vol. viii, p. 506). ` 

The above was writtén in 1780. It isas true 
to-day as it was a century ago, and I respectfully 
commend it to the prayerful consideration of those 
pious fanatics who, under the mask of temperance 
and other reforms, are endeavoring to hav religious 
tests incorporated into.our national Constitution. 

Olerical conceit and arrogance receive the follow- 
ing merited rebuke from his pen: 

* Nowadays we hav scareely a little parson that 
does not think it the duty of every man within his 
reach to sit under his petty ministration, and that 
whoever omits this offends God. To such I wish 
more humility” (Works, vol. vii, pp. 76, T7). 

In an essay on “ Toleration ” the intolerant char- 
acter of Ohristianity is thus presented : 

«If we look back into history for the character 
of the present sects in Christianity, we shall find 
few that hav not in their turns been persecutors, 
and complainers of persecution. The primitiv 
Christians thought persecution extremely wrong m 
the pagans, but practiced it on one another. The 
first Protestants of the Church of England blamed 
persecution in the Romish church, but practiced it 

upon the Puritans. These found it wrong in the 


l bishops, but fell into the same practice themselvs, 
both here [England] and in New England ” (Works, 
vol. ii, p. 112). 

In a speech which Sparks ascribes to Franklin, 
we find the following hit at religious dogmatism : 

* Most sects in religion think themselvs in pos- 
session of all truth, and that whenever others differ 
from them, it is so far error. Steele, a Protestant, 
in a dedication, tells the pope, that ‘the only differ- 
ence in our two churches, in their opinions of the 
certainty of their doctrins, is, the Romish church is 
infallible, and the church of England never in the 
wrong.’” 


country, he wrote to Franklin, stating that the 
friend with whom he expected to lodge in Philadel- 
phia had left the city. Franklin very naturally 
tendered him the hospitalities of his home. Refer- 
ring to Whitefield’s acceptance, he writes: ; 

** He replied that, if I made that offer for Christ's 
sake, I should not miss of & reward. And I re- 
turned, ‘Don’t let me be mistaken; it was not for 
Christ's sake, but for your sake. One of our com- 
mon acquaintance jocosely remarked that, knowing 
it to be the custom of the saints, when they re- 
ceived any favor, to shift the burden of the obliga- 
tion from off their own shoulders and place it in 
heaven, I had contrived to fix it on earth.” 

The following is an extract from a létter written 
to Richard Price of England: 

* My nephew, Mr. Williams, will hav the honor of 
delivering you this line. It is to request from you 
a list of a few good books, to the value of about 
twenty-five pounds, such as are most proper to in- 
culeate principles of sound religion and just gov- 
ernment. A new town in the state of Massachu- 
setts having done me the honor of naming itself 
after me, and proposing to build a steeple to their 
meeting-house if I would giv them a bell, I hav ad- 
vised the sparing themselvs the expense of a steeple, 
for the present, and that they would accept of 
books instead of a bell, sense being preferred to 
sound” (Works, vol. x, p. 158). 

The fact that Franklin selected a man who denied 
the infallibility of the Bible and the divinity of 
Christ, to make a collection of books “to inculcate 
principles of sound religion,” to say nothing of his 
expressed preference of sense to sound, is of itself 
sufficient to prove his disbelief in popular Chris- 
tianity. 

At the age of eighty, in a letter to Benjamin 
Vaughn, of England, he paid the following tribute 
to the character of heretics: 

“Remember me aftectionately to good Dr. Price, 
and to the honest heretic, Dr. Priestley. I do not 
call him honest by way of distinction, for I think all 
the heretics I hav known hav been virtuous men. 
They hav the virtue of fortitude, or they could not 
venture to own their heresy ; and they cannot afford 
to be deficient in any of the other virtues, as that 
would giv advantage to their many enemies; and 
they hav not, like orthodox sinners, such a number 
of friends to excuse or justify them. Do not, how. 
ever, mistake me. It is not to my good friend's 
heresy that I impute his honesty. On the contrary, 
‘tis his honesty that brought upon him the charac- 
ter of a heretic” (Works; vol. x, p. 365). 

When interrogated as to why he did not promul- 
| gate his rational views on religion he replied: 

« The things of this world take up too much of 
my time, of which indeed I hav too little left, to un- 
dertake anything like a reformation in religion” 
(Ibid, p. 323). 

Franklin was not an Atheist; he did not deny the 
existence of a God; he believed in a God; but his 
God was the humane conception of Deism and not 
the God of Christianity. His biographer, Parton, 
SAyS: 

* He escaped the theology of terror, and became 
forever incapable of worshiping a jealous, revenge- 
ful, and vindictiv God” (Life of Franklin, vol. i, 

. T1). 

* In conversation with familiar friends he called 
himself a Deist or Theist, and he resented a sen- 
tenee in Mr. Whitefield’s journal which seemed to 
imply that between a Deist and an Atheist there 
was little or no difference. Whitefield wrote: «M. 
B. is a Deist; I had almost said an Atheist.’ ‘That 
is, said Franklin, ‘chalk, I had almost said char- 
coal’ ” (Ibid, vol. i, p. 319). 

At the age of eighty-four, just previous to his 
death, in reply to inquiries concerning his religious 
belief.from the president of Yale College, he wrote 
as follows: 

“Here is my creed: I. believe in one God, the 
creator of the universe. That he governs it by his 
providence. That he ought to be worshiped. That 
‘the most acceptable service we render him is doing 
good to his other children. That the soul of man 
is immortal, and will be treated with justice in 
another life respecting its conduct in this.” 


On one occasion, when Whitefield visited this |. 
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This is pure Deism. Paine and Voltaire would 
hav readily subscribed to every one of the above six ` 
articles of faith. Compare the creed of Franklin 
with the creed of Paine. 

It is not improbable that Franklin had much to 
do with shaping the Deistic belief of Paine. Par- 
ton says: 

«Paine was a resident of Philadelphia, a fre- 

quenter of Franklin’s house, and was as well aware 
a8 we are of Dr. Franklin's religious opinions. Nor 
is there much in the ‘Age of Reason’ to which 
Franklin would hav refused to assent” (Life of 
Franklin, vol. ii, p. 553). 
For nearly half a century there has been a story 
afloat to the effect that Franklin attempted to dis- 
suade Paine from publishing his “Age of Rea- 
son.” This canard, under the caption of * Don't 
Unchain the Tiger,” was published by the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, an institution that enjoys the un- 
enviable reputation of having disseminated more 
unadulterated falsehoods than any other publish- 
ing house in America. To properly appreciate this 
story it is only necessary to recall the fact that 
Franklin had been dead three years before a page 
of Paine’s work was written. Upon this and his 
motion for prayers in the Convention that framed 
our Constitution is based the Christian piety of 
Franklin. Regarding the latter, it is only necessary 
to remark that it was in harmony with the second 
and third articles of his Deistic creed. 

Franklin’s motion for prayers in the Constitu- 
tional Convention has been used as the basis for 
another clerical falsehood that has been presented 
to the eyes or ears of nearly every man, woman, and 
child in the United States. We are told that the 
Convention for a month opened its sessions with- 
out prayer, that at the end of this time nothing 
had been accomplished, it was in a state of confu- 
sion, and on the point of adjourning, when Frank- 
lin came forward, proposed that the sessions be 
Opened with prayer, which was adopted, after 
which the work of the Convention was speedily and 
successfully performed. This is adduced as a strik- 
ing proof of the efficacy of prayer. The fact is, 
there was nota prayer offered in the Convention 
from the time it convened until it closed. So 
nearly unanimous were the members in their oppo- 
sition to Franklin’s proposition that not even a 
vote was taken on it. Franklin himself, referring 
to it, says: ** The Convention, except three or four 
persons, thought prayers unnecessary.” 

Reference may be made here to the oft-quoted 
Epitaph of Franklin. Regarding this the Globe- 
Democrat of May 7, 1893, says: “This was written 
by Franklin simply as a jest; it is not and never 
was on his gravestone.” 

The “New American Cyclopedia” contains the 
following relativ to Franklin’s religion: “Fault has 
been found with his religious character. He con- 
fesses that during a period of his life, before the 
age of twenty-one, he had been a thorough Deist; 
and it has been said that five weeks before his death 
he expressed a ‘cold approbation’ of the ‘system of 
morals’ of ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ ” 

Johnson's “ New Universal Cyclopedia” says: “In 
youth he was an avowed skeptic in religious matters 
and of somewhat loose morals, but his practical 
good sense enabled him to correct his way of living, 
and he in later life treated the Christian religion 
with reverence, though never avowing his faith in. 
any religious system.” 

Sparks, though loth to admit that Franklin was 
not a Christian, says: “It is deeply to be regretted 
that he did not bestow more attention than he 
seems to hav done on the evidences of Christianity” 
(Life of Franklin, p. 517). 

The truth is, Franklin bestowed more attention 
on the evidences of Christianity than his Christian 
biographer is willing to concede. Had he bestowed 
less attention on these evidences Christianity might 
not be compelled to lose the prestige of his illus- 
trious name. 

Dr. Franklin and Dr. Priestley were intimate 
friends. Of Franklin, Priestley writes: 

“Tt is much to be lamented that a man of Frank- 
lin’s general good character and great influence 
should hav been an unbeliever in Christianity, and 
also hav done as much as he did to make others 
unbelievers” (Priestley's Autobiography, p. 60). 

This great man was himself denounced as an In- 
fidel. He was & Unitarian of the most advanced 
type, and was mobbed and driven from England on 
account of his heretical opinions and his sympathy 
with the French Revolution. Franklin’s Infidelity 
must hav been of a very radical character to hav 
provoked the censure of Dr. Priestley. 

While in France, Franklin consorted chiefly with 
Freethinkers, among whom were Mirabeau, D'Hol- 
bach, D’Alembert, Buffon, and Condorcet. Re- 
specting his religious belief, Parton classes him 
with Goethe, Schiller, Voltaire, Hume, and Jeffer- 
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son, and says they would all hav belonged to the 
same church. 

Dr. Swing, of Chicago, in a recent sermon, said: 

“Voltaire, Bolingbroke, Pitt, Burke, Washington, 
Lafayette, Jefferson, Paine, and Franklin moved 
along in a wonderful unity of belief, both political 
and religious, each one wearing some little beauty 
or deformity of disposition, but all marked by one 
religious rationalism.” 

Franklin and Voltaire, à few months before the 
death of the latter, met for the first time at a thea- 
ter in Paris. On being introduced, they cordially 
shook hands. But this was not enough. Each 
then clasped the other in his arms, and for a mo- 
ment held him in an affectiongte embrace. It was 
not a mere formal meeting between two aged phi- 
losophers ; a deeper significance attached to the in- 
teresting scene. It was the spontaneous outburst 
of kindred feelings and a common faith. It was 
the Deism of the New World, through its most 
illustrious representativ, saluting that of the Old. 

Such were the religious opinions of Franklin. 
The Christian may, with Dr. Priestley, lament that 
this learned man “should hav been an unbeliever 
in Christianity ;” but, notwithstanding his lamen- 
tations, the fact remains. He may distort it, but 
he cannot disprove it. As Dr. Wilson said of Wash- 
ington, so must it be said of Franklin—** He was a 
Deist, and nothing more.” Joan E. Rxwssuno. 

— "-,5—— 


On the Origin of Sabbaths. 


We may define a sabbath to be a day saered to a 
god, on which it is unlawful for any worshiper of 
that god to labor. Sabbaths arefound everywhere, 
for it appears to be a general rule throughout the 
world that gods should have days consecrated to 
them, and that on those days the followers of those 
gods may do no work, no matter whether the holy 
day recurs weekly, monthly, or yearly. The notion 
appears to be that to refrain from work on a day 
dedicated to a god is a mode of showing respect. 
As soon as this view becomes generally accepted, 
then to work on a holy day is to show want of re- 
speci; then as the gods of uncultured peoples are, 
like uncultured peoples themselves, very sensitive 
to slights of this nature, the god whose dignity or 
vanity has been hurt revenges himself by punishing 
the sabbath-breaker or by punishing his followers 
at large, because they have not vindicated his honor 
by punishing the culprits themselves. Then, since 
to work on the holy day is likely to call down 
punishment on the individual or on the community, 
the axiom that it is unlucky to work on that day be- 
comes accepted, and people will not labor or trans- 
act business or journey on it. 

Bna-da, the second day of the seven-day period 
of the Tshi tribes, is sacred to the gods of the sea, 
and is, in consequence, the sabbath of all those who 
are worshipers of the sea-gods—that is to say, fish- 
ermen and those whose vocations take them on the 
sea. On Bna-da propitiatory offerings are made to 
the sea-gods, and no one may catch fish. It is the 
fisherman’s day of rest, and, before the colonial 
government interfered with native customs, any 
native who violated it by going fishing was put to 
death, just as was the custom among the Israelites 
with their own sabbath-breakers (Exodus xxxi, 14, 
15; Numbers xv, 32). Similarly, the fifth day, 
Fi-da, is sacred to the gods who preside over agri- 
culture, and is the holy day or sabbath of all persons 
who cultivate the soil. Here, then, are two cases 
of sabbaths recurring every seventh day, just as 
with the Israelites. 

The Babylonian Assyrians had the seven-day 
week and a weekly sabbath. Mr. George Smith 
says: “In the year 1869 I discovered among other 
things a curious religious calendar of the Assyrians, 
in which every month is divided into four weeks, 
and the seventh days or * sabbaths are marked out 
as days on which no work should be undertaken” 
(Assyrian Discoveries, p. 12). Whether the Assy- 
rian month here referred to was lunar or civil we 
are not told, but the Rev. A. H. Sayce tells us that, 
according to the lunar division of the year, “the 
seventh, fourteenth, nineteenth, twenty-first, and 
twenty-eighth were days of ‘rest,’ on which certain 
works were forbidden” (Records of the Past, vol. 
i, p. 164), so it seems that the Assyrians had sub- 
divided the lunar month in much the same way as 
the Tshi tribes have. 

As a rule, the institution of the sabbath appears 
to be primarily due to moon-worship, a form of wor- 
ship which seems to have been almost universal. With 
all deference to the opinion of that school which fan- 
cies it can trace a solar myth in almost every tradition 
and folklore tale, we think that moon-worship was and 
is much more general than sun-worship, and for the 
simple reason that the regular daily recurrence of 
the sun is far less likely to excite speculation and 
wonder in uncivilized man than the varying phases 


and periodical disappearance and reappearance of 
the moon. 


When the sabbath recurs every fourth, fifth, or 
seventh day, the day on which it falls naturally 
comes in course of time to be called the fourth, fifth, 
or seventh day, though really properly the first day 
of the week. Thus Ako-ojo is always called the 
fifth day, though the words themselves mean “ first 
day." "The same change seems to have taken place 
among the Israelites. On the twenty-ninth day of 
the moon they began to watch for the new moon, 
and the day after its appearance was the first day of 
the new moon or month. Supposing them to have 
had a seven-day week and a moon sabbath on the 
day of the new moon, the sabbath would have fallen 
on the first day of the week, but as people would 
naturally count from one sabbath to the next, the 
day after the sabbath would be termed the first day, 
the next, the second, and so on, so that the sabbath 
itself would come to be called the seventh day. 
This is, no doubt, the explanation of the sixth- 
seventh day being sacred to the new-moon festival, 
as stated in the hymn to Amen-Ra, for the day of 
the new moon must have been the first day of the 
lunar month, and also the first day of the week, or 
subdivision of the lunar month. 

Though itis quite p^ssible that the Israelites may 
haveinvented a seven-day week anda weekly sabbath 
spontaneously, like the Tshi and Ga tribes, yet the 
evidence of the books of the Old Testament goes to 
show that they borrowed both these institutions 
from the Babylonian Assyrians during the captivity, 
and that prior to that epoch they had, like the 
Mendis, Bechuanas, and Sofalese, only a monthly 
sabbath, which was the festival of the new moon. No 
mention of a weekly sabbath is to be found in 
Joshua. Judges, the books of Samuel, or the first 
book of Kings. After Deuteronomy v, 15, no men- 
tion of a weekly sabbath is found till we reach 
2 Kings iv, 23, and the word sabbath does not 
appear either in Psalms or Proverbs. But there is 
more than a mere Omission to mention a weekly 
sabbath in the old historical books; there is evi- 
dence that the institution was unknown, for many 
occurrences are described by which the weekly 
sabbath, had it existed, must have been violated. 
Jericho was encompassed for seven days in succes- 
sion, which must, therefore, have included one 
weekly sabbath (Joshua vi, 13-16). During the 
events narrated in 1 Samuel xxix, xxx, David was 
on the march for twelve days in succession, without 
any day of rest being observed; and since Solomon 
gave a feast to the people of Israel which lasted 
fourteen days (1 Kings viii, 65, and 2 Chronicles vii, 
9), and so must have included two sabbaths, he 
could have known nothing of the injunction that on 
the sabbath every man was to abide in his own 
place (Exodus xvi, 29). Elijah must likewise have 
broken the rest of several weekly sabbaths (1 Kings 
xix, 7, 8). In the article on Marriage and Kin. 
ship among the Ancient Israelites we gave several 
valid reasons for supposing that the Levitical law 
was not compiled till about the period of the Baby- 
lonian captivity, and this ignorauce of the institu- 
tion of the weekly sabbath on the part of those who 
must have known about it, had it existed, is an ad- 
ditional reason. 


From all this we infer that before coming in con- 
tact with the Babylonian Assyrians the Israelites 
had no weekly sabbath or day of rest recurring 
every seventh day, but had a festival of the new 
moon on the first day of the lunar month (1 Samuel 
xx, 27), which, as we shall show, was observed by 
them as a day of rest, as it is by other peoples at the 
present day. After they had adopted the weekly 
sabbath from the Babylonians, they endeavored, 
through national vanity, to show that they had 
always observed it, and to account for it they in- 
serted in their books two traditions of their origin 
which are fatally at variance. Exodus xx, 10, 11, 
says: “For in six days Jahveh made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that therein is, and rested 
the seventh day; wherefore Jahveh blessed the 
sabbath day, and hallowed it”; while in Deuteron- 
omy v, 15, we read: “And rembember thou wast a 
servant in the land of Egypt, and that Jahveh, thy 
God, brought thee out thence through a mighty 
hand and a stretched-out arm; therefore Jahveh, 
thy God, commanded thee to keep the sabbath 
day.” 

In the later books, written after contact with the 
Babylonians, we find sabbaths frequently men- 
tioned and strongly insisted upon, but nearly 
always in connection with new moons. Thus, in 
Nehemiah x, 33, we read, “ For the continual burnt 
offering, of the sabbaths, of the new moons”; in 
Isaiah i, 18, “ The new moons and sabbaths ”; in 
Isaiah lxvi, 28, “And it shall come to pass that 
from one new moon to another, and from one sab- 


bath to another, shall all flesh come to worship be- 
fore me, saith Jahveh”; in Ezekiel xlv, 17, “In the 
feasts, and in the new moons and in the sabbaths”; | 
and in Hosea ii, 11, * Her feasts, her new moons, 
and her sabbaths.” New moons and sabbaths are 
also mentioned together in 1 Maccabees x, 24; 
1 Esdras v, 32, and in Judith viii, 6. In Ezekiel 
xlvi, i, we read that the gate of the inner court of 
the temple was to “be shut the six working days,” 
and opened on the sabbath and the day of the new 
moon, which shows that the latter was a day of rest. 
The offering to be made on the day of the new 
moon was superior to that to made on the sabbath 
(v, 4,5). In Amos viii, 5, we read: “When will 
the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn, and 
the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat?” which 
again shows that the day of the new moon was & 
day of rest. (New moons are mentioned alone—that 
is, without sabbaths—in Ezra iii, 5. Ezra does not 
anywhere mention the sabbath.) 

In no one of these passages is the new-moon fes- 
tival spoken of as inferior in importance to the 
sabbath. On the contrary, since the offering was 
superior, it is to be presumed that the festival was 
also superior. Each was a day of rest.— Col. A. B. 
Ellis, in the Popular Science Monthly. 
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News and Notes. 

They say it never rains in Arizona, but it does 
rain, and it rains awfully at times. All the last week 
it has been pouring down, and the country is 
flooded ; railroads are torn up and there is but little 
chance of travel at present. One can neither get 
out nor get in to Prescott. They say this is the 
ragged edge of the great California storm which 
has been raging for a month or so, and which is 
sweeping eastward to the Atlantic, and its battalions 
will race along the prairies of Kansas, Illinois, ete., 
and strike the Atlantic with a roar. So I guess the 
whole country will get the benefit of this enormous 
baptism. It very seldom rains in the month of 
January in Arizona. But this seems to be an excen- 
tional year and beats the record. The month of 
December was delightful. Even the blizzards of 
North Dakota hid away asif afraid of the splendors 
of the sun; but now the elements are let loose, and 
are making up for lost time. However, I think the 
worst is over for this part of the country. The 
shining blue sky is overhead while I write this; and 
everything looks fresh and beautiful, as if nature 
had been thoroughly washed; and a white drapery 
mantles the earth, and the mountains round about 
glitter in silver radiance. The world looks like a 
gorgeous palace. Dame Nature is putting on her 
holiday attire after this tremendous cleaning up. 
She looks as spick and span as a bride, gleaming 
with jewels far as the eye can reach. 

Through rain and shine, however, we hav pro- 
ceeded with the campaign here. The Prescott 
Freethought Federation has completed its organi- 
zation, and on Friday night last elected its officers: 
Dr. J. Miller, president; P. A. Williams, D. W. 
Pritchett, Sharlot M. Hall, Thomas Roach, J. 
Rodenburg, vice-presidents; J. W. Roberts, secre- 
tary; and Mrs. Belle Shull, treasurer. The mem- 
bership is now nearly one hundred. The main 
object is to establish headquarters with a free 
library and reading-room, and to hold meetings 


- | during the winter with lectures, essays, etc., by 


home talent, and form the nucleus for a state or- 
ganization to push the demands of Liberalism. 
The outlook is promising. There is good material 
here for Freethought advance and education. The 
community has been aroused as never before. I 
intended to make a tour throughout the country 
this week, but the storm will prevent my carrying 
out the plans arranged, though I still hope to do 
something in this directton. I must wait for the 
streams to return to their natural boundaries. At 
present it is dangerous to cross these swift and thun- 
dering torrents. Still, it does not take long in this 
country for nature to recover her wonted equa- 
nimity. In a few days the ravages of the great 
tempest will disappear; and it will make more 
splendid the harvests of the coming season. 

Weare arranging for a big Paine celebration Jan. 
29th, which will close the campaign here with a 
great blaze of enthusiasm, I am sure. Dr. J. Miller, 
Professor Bell, Miss Sharlot M. Hall, and myself 
will make the speeches, and others will furnish the 
music and recitations. Professor Bell has drifted 
to this far-away country, and takes its changing 
fortunes with his usual philosophie placidity. He | 
knows what it is to be in the pioneer camp. 

In my lecture on * The Religious Conspiracy " at 
Waco, Texas, and other places, I quoted the follow- 
ing from an encyclical letter of the pope: 

* T anathematize all who maintain the liberty of 
the press, and advocates of the liberty of speech, 
which is the liberty of perdition. The absurd and 
erroneous dootrins, or ravings, in defense of liberty 
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of conscience are a most pestilential error—a pest 
of all others most to be dreaded in the state. I 
anathematize those who assert the liberty of con- 
science and of religious worship, and all such as 
maintain that the church may not employ force. - 

* Publie schools open to all children for the edu- 
cation of the young should be under the control 
of the Roman church, and should not be subject 
to the civil powers nor made to conform to the 
®pinions of the age. The Roman church has a 
right to interfere in the disciplin of public schools, 
and in the arrangement of the studies of public 
schools and in the choice of the teachers of these 
schools.” 

The truthfulness of this extract has been ques- 
tioned by some members of the church of Rome, 
for many Roman Catholics are not in favor of such 
a declaration, and do not want it put on record. 
Mr. J. D. Shaw, and others, desired my authority. 
Although I was quite sure that I was correct in the 
extract, having quoted it from authentic documents 
before me, I was unable to givhe date of the en- 
cyclical letters containing the extract, and it is 
pretty difficult to get hold of these letters, for the 
Catholics carefully conceal documents when they 
contain such declarations worthy of the dark ages. 
I hav now found my authority, and I desire to put 
it on record for future reference, as I consider the 
extract to express the real spirit of the church of 
Rome to-day, and it is an important record. 

My authority is a book entitled “Our Country,” 
by the Rev. Josiah Strong, with an introduction by 
Prof. Austin Phelps, of Andover Theological Sem- 
inary. It is published by the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York ; pages 46 to 59, in chapter on “ Romanism.” 

This extract is to be found mainly in an encyclical 
letter of Pope Pius IX, Aug. 15, 1854, and also of 
date Dec. 8, 1864. I refer inquirers to this book. 

It may be well to giv some other quotations 
found in this book to show the spirit of the church 
of Rome. 

Says Bishop O’Connor: “Religious liberty is 
merely endured until the opposit can be carried into 
effect without peril to the Catholic world.” 

The Catholic Review says: “Protestantism of 
every form, has not, and never can hav, any right 
where Catholicity is triumphant.” 

The archbishop of St. Louis once said : * Heresy 
and unbelief are crimes; and in Christian countries, 
as in Italy and Spain, for instance, where all the 
people are Catholics, and where the Catholic relig- 
ion is an essential part of the law of the land, 
thev are punished as other crimes." 

The Boston Pilot says: “No good government 
can exist without religion, and there can be no re- 
ligion without an Inguisition, which is wisely de- 
signed for the promotion and protection of the new 
faith.” 

Every cardinal, archbishop, and bishop in the 
Catholic church takes an oath of allegiance to the 
pope in which occur the following words: “ Here- 
tics, schismatics, and rebels to our said Lord (the 
pope), or his aforesaid successor, I will, to my ut- 
most, persecute and oppose” (R. W. Thompson’s 
* The Papacy and the Civil Power,” p. 717). 

Says the Cincinnati Catholic Telegraph: “It will 
be a glorious day for the Catholics in this country 
when, under the blows of justice and morality, our 
school system will be shivered to pieces.” 

Bishop 
1873, said: “Nationalities must be subordinate to 
religion, and we must learn that we are Catholics 
first and citizens next.” 

Cardinal McCloskey says: “ They (the Catholics 
of the United States) are as strongly devoted to 
the sustenance and maintainance of the temporal 
power of the pope as Catholics in any part of the 
world; and if it should be necessary to prove it by 
acts, they are ready to do so.” 

Cardinal Manning puts the following sentences 
in the mouth of the pope: “I acknowledge no civil 
power; I am tha subject of no prince; and I claim 
more than this, I claim to be the supreme judge 
and director of the consciences of men; of the 
peasant that tills the fields, and of the prince that 
sits upon the throne; of the household that livs in 
the shade of privacy, and the legislator that makes 
laws for the kingdoms; I am the sole last supreme 
judge of what is right and wrong.” 

Again he says: “Moreover, we declare, affirm, 
define, and pronounce it to be necessary to salva- 
tion for every human creature to be subject to the 
Roman Pontiff.” 

Cardinal Bellarmine declares: “If the Pope should 
err by enjoining vices or forbidding virtues, the 
church would be obliged to believe vices to be good, 
and virtues bad.” 

It is well to know what Rome is from the affir- 

‘mations of Rome itself. Comment is unnecessary. 


From Prescott I shall go to Tucson, Arizona, 


Gilmour, in his Lenten Letter, March, 


where I shall giv five lectures, Feb. 2, 3, 4, 5. | 


I shall also lecture at Santa Fé, New Mexico, and 

Trinidad, Colorado, from Feb. 13 to March 1. I 

expect to be at Moline, Michigan; Rising Sun, 

Indiana; Cincinnati, Boston, etc., on my tour East, 

March and April. SamorL P. Pornam. 
Prescott, Arizona, Jan. 20, E m. 295. 
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Paine Anniversary. 


The Brooklyn Philosophical Association held its 
Paine anniversary meeting last Sunday afternoon 
in the big and commodious hall of the Long Island 
Business College. A large and representativ au- 
dience was present, the ladies being a conspicuous 
portion of it. Mr. Henry Rowley presided and made 
the opening address, dwelling on the clearness of 
construction of Paine’s writings and their fulness of 
thought, and saying everyone should study them 
for this reason, irrespectiv of their religious or po- 
litical beliefs, closing with some of Thomas Paine’s 
gems of thought. Mr. T. B. Wakeman was the 
orator of the occasion, his subject being “ What 
We Owe to Thomas Paine.” To him, the speaker, 
said, we owe the initiativ idea and movement of 
this republic as well as the means for perpetuating 
it. No one in the erisis of the Revolution had any 
idea of founding a government such as was founded; 
no one suggested independence from the mother 
country until Paine did in a short article in the 
Pennsyloania Magazine. They wanted only to 
fight the oppression and hoped for a reconciliation 
when the war was over. Therefore, to Thomas Paine, 
“the first-hand soul,” the original thinker, the inde- 
pendent and earnest man, the friend of humanity, 
the striver for the rights of man, we owe this re- 
public, where all are free and equal; from earliest 
times down there was no conception of such a re- 
publie. Mr. Wakeman also briefly told of the trials 
of Paine, in his struggle for right and liberty, 
showing that to his stormy life we are indebted for 
many blessings. Not only did Paine first suggest 
American Independence; he also advocated the 
emancipation of slaves, the political freedom of 
woman, as well as many other reforms. Mr. Wake- 
man censured this country for its treatment of 
Paine, and hoped that some day, not very far away, 
law and social custom would dedicate the 29th of 
January to Paine's memory as the 22d of February 
is consecrated to Washington, and the 4th of 
July is set aside to commemorate the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence. It was an admi- 
rable address, to which a synopsis can hardly do 
justice. Splendid singing and instrumental mu- 
sic made out the excellent program. The rich, full 
baritone voice of Mr. J. R. Macdonald was heard at 
its best, in a solo, entitled “My Sweetheart, Au 
Revoir,” the accompanist being Mr. Van Voorhees; 
also in a duet with a friend, whose name we did not 
get. Five members of the Amaranth Club with 
violins and zithers rendered some popular tunes 
very sweetly. They were liked, and it was a ques- 
tion whether the players would get tired first or the 
audience in bestowing applause and encores. The 
afternoon was a very enjoyable one. The addresses 
were excellent, and the music satisfying. In con- 
nection with this celebration, it is not ont of the 
way to say in all probability a Paine celebracion will 
take place in the coming summer under the aus- 
pices of the Manhattan Liberal Club or the Liberals 
of New York and Brooklyn. 


—«*— 

One eminent clerical reviewer, in spite of Darwin's 
thirty years of quiet labor, and in spite of the pow- 
erful summing up of his book, prefaced a diatribe 
by saying that Darwin “might hav been more mod- 
est had he given some slight reason for dissenting 
from the views generally entertained." Another 
distinguished clergyman, vice-president of a Prot- 
estant institute to combat “dangerous science,” 
declared Darwinism “an attempt to dethrone God.” 
Another critic spoke of persons accepting the Dar- 
winian views as “under the frenzied inspiration of 
the inhaler of mephitic gas,” and of Darwin’s argu- 
ment asa “jungle of fanciful assumptions.” An- 
other spoke of Darwin’s views as suggesting that 
*God is dead,” and declared that Darwin's work 
* does open violence to everything which the Creator 
himself has told us in the scriptures of the methods 
and results of his work.” Still another theological 
authority declares: “If the Darwinian theory is 
true, Genesis is a lie, the whole framework of the 
book of life falls to pieces, and the revelation of 
God to man, as we Christians know it, is a delu- 
sion and a snare.” Another, who has shown excel- 
ent qualities as an observing naturalist, declared, 
the Darwinian view “a huge imposture from the 
beginning.” —Andrew D. White, in the Popular 


Science Monthly. 


When renewing for Tus Trurs Seeker add 
25 cents for a copy of the Axwvar. It is great. 
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Lectures and Meetings. 


S. P. Purwam lectures at Tucson, Arizona, Feb. 2d, 3d, 
4th, and 5th. Itis hoped that all friends in the vicinity 
will make an effort to be present. Itis important. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL leaves New York Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 3d, for Columbia, S. C., where he inaugurates hia 
Southern lecturing tour on the 4th, his subject being 
** Shakspere." The colonel will also deliver ‘‘Shakspere ” 
at Charleston, February 5th; Savannah, the 6th; Au- 
gusta, the 7th; Macon, the 8th, and at St. Augustine, the 
9th. On Sunday, February 10th, at Jacksonville, Fla., 
Colonel Ingersoll will lecture on the ‘‘ Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” and at Columbus, Ga., on the 12th, 
he will deliver ‘‘Shakspere,” which will also be the sub- 
ject at Atlanta on the 18th. ‘‘ Liberty” will be the sub- 
ject at Knoxville, Chattanooga, and, Nashville, on the 
14th, 15th, and 16th respectivly. Colovel Ingersoll is 
in magnificent form and voice, and, of course, will score 
a big triumph in the South. 


J. E. Remspore’s appointment for February: 


Feb. 2......... . Virginia, Mo. Feb. 16.... Midlothian, Tex. 
Feb. 8............. Butler, Mo. Feb. 17...... Corsicana, Tex. 
Feb. 4.......... Arcadia, Kan. Feb. 17,BloomingG’ve, Ter. 
Feb. 5......... Ft. Scott, Kan. Feb. 18, 19....Kerens, Tex. 
Feb. 6.......... Altoona, Kan. Feb, 20, 21.....Dublin, Tex. 
Feb. 7, 8, 9...Watova, T. T. Feb. 22,.Stephenville, Tex. 
Feb. 10 ........Enfaula, I. T. Feb. 23.....Ft. Worth, Tex, 
Feb. 11............ Krebs, I. T. Feb, 24.... Gainesville, Tex. 
Feb. 12............ Caddo, I. T., Feb. 25, 26...... Grady, I. T. 
Feb. 13, 14, Royce City, Tex. Feb. 27, 28....Duncan, I. T. 
Feb. 15............ Dallas, Tex. 


J. E. Remsburg has returned to Kansas from his East- 
ern tour. He delivered seventy-five lectures, speaking in 
the following cities and towns: Chicago, TI., Marseilles, 
TI, Ellsworth, I!l., Martinsville, Ill., Redmon, Ill., Car- 
bon, Ind., New Ross. Ind., Lebanon, Ind., Greentown, 
Ind., Kalamazoo. Mich.. Mancelona, Mich., Elk Rapids, 
Mich., Hersey, Mich., Hubbardston, Mich., Delphos, O., 
Lima, O., Mechanicsburg, O.. Newark, O., Cortland, O., 
Farmdale, O., Ridgeway, N. Y., Lockport, N. Y., Dun- 
dee, N. Y., Pultneyville, N. Y., Gouverneur, N. Y., Bos- 
ton, Mass., Brockton, Mass., Southington, Conn , New 
York city, Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, N. J., Northport, 
N. Y., Hagerstown. Md., Williamsport, Pa , Glen City, 
Pa., Benton, Pa., Lockhaveu, Pa., Benezette, Pa., Mo- 
Donald, Pa., Pittsburgh, Pa., Glouster, O., Ashland, 
Ky., Lexington, Kv., Covingtou, Ky , Cincinnati, O., 
Carrollton, Ind., Louisville, Kv., Madisonville, Ky., 
Wadesville, Ind., Petersburg, Ind., Whitehall, Ill. 


FRANKLIN STEINER’S lecture engagements so far as now 
arranged are: . 
. "Feb. 26...... Booth Bay. Me. 


Feb. 6. ...... Norwalk, Conn. Mar. 3.......... Boston, Mass. 
Feb. 7....... Meriden, Conn. Mar. 8....... Brockton, Mass. 
Feb. 10, East Dennis, Mass. Mar. 8......New York, N. Y. 


Mar. 10...... Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Feb. 12...... Harwich, Mass. 
ejiis Newark, N. J. 


Feb. 17......... Boston, Mass. 
Feb. 24.... Haverhill, Mass. 
Write Mr. Steiner for engagements in care of this office. 


Tug Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at£8 o'elock. Program for February: 


February 1st—‘‘ Women as Delineated in Modern Litera- 


ture." Sadakichi. 

February 8th—‘‘Shakspere and Goethe.” Thaddeus B, 
Wakeman. 

February 15th—‘‘ Walt Whitman." Rev. Merle St. C, 
Wright. 


February 22d—‘‘Our Criminal Classes—How Produced 
—The Responsibility—The Remedy.” Mrs. Mattie 
P. Krekel. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for Februarv: 

February 3 —‘‘ Socialism,” Mr. C. H. Matchett. 
February 10—‘‘The Philosophy of Life." Rev. F. E. 
Mason. 


February 17—‘‘The Mind snd Body." Prof. E. V. 
Wright. j 

February 24—‘‘ Old and New Theories.” Mrs. M. P. 
Krekel. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth si, Cincinnati. Program 
for February: 


February 3d—‘‘ Bible Laws." J. Ross Carpenter. 

February 10th—‘‘Is There a God?" J. Ross Carpenter. 

February 17th—‘‘ The Christian Devil: Ought God to 
Kill Him?” Prof. J. Clegg Wright. 

February 24th—‘‘ The Idealof 1776." Mrs. M. A. Free- 
man, 


Tax Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. On. 
February 3d, Franklin Steiner lectures. Subject at 2.30 
P.M., ‘‘ Morality Without Religion.” 7.30 P.M., subject, 
e Thomas Paine”’’—in commemoration of Paine’s birth- 
day. ; 


Mrs. FREEMAN'S lecture appointments: Boston, Mass., 
Feb. 3d. and 10th. Mrs. Freeman desires to lecture 
during February. Those wishing to secure dates not 
taken please write Mrs. Freeman at once 1037 West Madi- 
son street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tug First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lec- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


T2x Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 


! 8 o'elock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 


E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Admission 


free, All welcome. 
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Letters of Friends. 


How Many Veterans There Are! | 

OcpzN, Uran, Jan. 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I received and read some 
in ** Four Hundred Years of Freetheught ” 
and can indorse all the good things said 
about it. I hav just passed my eighty- 
third year, and am still activ and happy. 
I wish everybody could say so in these 
distressed times of bad government by 
villainous robber rulers. 

As ever yours, 


Joun A. Jost. 


Religionist Not in a Normal Condition. 
BusnuwuüLL, Iun., Jan. 14, 1895. 

Mr. Enprror: I inelose $3.25 for sub- 
scription, which I find, on ‘‘ looking care- 
fully on the wrapper,” is nearly dead, and 
for the Ingersoll lecture on the ''Holy 
Bible.” 

I hav discovered that a man possessed of 
religion is not in his normal state, and can 
be restored only by careful, patient, and 
persistent treatment. Heston can’t be beat. 

S. L. Bassirr, M.D.. 


Will Answer a Christian Question. 

Easton, Wasu., Jan. 8, 1895. 
Msz. Eprron: I hav received and read 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
It is a splendid work, and Mr. Putnam 
deserves the praise of every Freethinker 
in the country. This grand work should 
be in every Liberal’s home. ‘* What has 
Freethonght done for civilization and the 
betterment of mankind?” is a question 
often asked by our Christian friends, and 
we car hand the book to them, and say, 

** Read and investigate for yourself.” 
Perer H. Wus. 


A Paper for Our Children. 
Jan. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Permit me to add a word 
of indorsement of Ida Baliou’s article in 
Tur TRUTH SELKER of Jan. 5. We need 
such a paper for our young people the 
very worst way, and I am willing to be- 
come a subscriber to a reasonable number 
of copies, say halfa dozen; what I don't 
want for myself Ican giv away. I should 
like to see such a paper undertaken by 
Miss Wixon, Mrs. Slenker, or any other 
able Liberal, of whom there are many. 
Yours for the rising generation, 
J. S. PALMER. 


Enthusinstie for Steiner. 

Onanx, Pa., Jan. 16, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I send you $1.50 to apply 
on my subscription. You don't need to be 
afraid of me, for I am nota believer in 
Christianity, but hold it better that the 
millions of dollars annually raised to send 
Christianity among the heathen should re- 
main here at home, in the United States. 
Civilize our own country first. See TEE 
TRUTH SEEKER of Jan. 12, 1895, page 22, 
and that will explain the facts of Christian 
morality. Up with the flag of Freethought 
and wave it over the head of Franklin 

Steiner. GQ. W. URMSON. 


The Fight is on Now. 
Dougrvinur, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $7 for Tux. 
Truru Seexer and ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” and one copy of 
the Annuar. The remainder use as you 
like. 

I hope to hav a lecture in Dolgeville 
some day. We hav a good Turner Hall 
here. 

The pope made a great assertion when he 
said he wants the rulers to lend their sup- 
port to religious creeds. That means to 
crush out all Freethought. The time is 
coming when the church and state question 
will hav to be settled. R. McDovaar. 


Tolerance and Consistency. 


Cincisnati, O., Jan. 12, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I read your good paper 
weekly. I never knew its value until I had 
been a Spiritualist for a number of years; 
but I see you giv us a rap occasionally. 
Perhaps itis deserved. Every ism has its 
oddities— people who don’t understand 
their own doctrins, and who would help 
their cause along best by keeping quiet. 
But the church has its unchristian mem- 
‘bers, and Liberalism some very illiberal 
advocates—illiberal in denouncing that of 
which they are ignorant. To these I would 
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respectfully say: ‘‘ ‘Look before you 
leap.’ No one is so blind as the wilfully 
blind. There is good in everything, but 
good in the searcher is a prerequeit to find- 
ing it." ARTHUR F., Muron. 


It Has a Musical Ring. 
Mirronp, Mass., Jan. 11, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose $10, for which 
please send books and papers as per list, 
end use the remainder to circulate the Chi- 
cago congress pamphlet. Renew my TRUTH 
Srexer, The other copy goes asa New 
Year's gift toa friend. This will be the 
first Freethought paper to enter his town, 
so far as I know. Hetold me he would 
read and show the paper, and then circu- 
late it where it would do the most good. 
He felt quite sure that he could get one or 
two new subscribers, and possibly three, 
before next January comes. When there 
arrives an icy time and horses’ shoes need 
sharpening, he opens his shop on Sunday 
(it is located very near three churches) and 
then the church people can hear him 
pound the anvil at the same time the min- 
isters are pounding their pulpits ; and his 
music is much the more agreeable as well 
as useful. Yours truly, C. C, Fisx. 


California to New York, 
CENTREVILLE, CAL., Jan. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: As I think it a duty of 
every Liberslminded man and Free- 
thinker to donate what his circumstances 
will permit, if he wishes to enjoy liberty 
of conscience during life, to curtail the 
power of ecclesiastical oppressors who 
would dictate to their fellow men and 
women how to use Sunday or any other 
time. I therefore send you out of my 
rather limited income cne dollar to fight 
priestcraft at Albany on the Sunday ques- 
tion. The donation is small, but if all who 
feel an interest in this would do 88 much 
you would be more than able to raise the 
$500 that you say is needed to make a fight 
for the cause of free action and free 
thought. I ama reader of your valuable 
paper, aud the reading of it has aroused a 
desire in me to do what little I can to 
maintain our liberty on Sunday as well as 
all other days. We must be free from 
priestly interference. Jonn J. RISER. 


This Ediicr Has Not “Roasted Governor 
Waite.” 
SALIDA, Cor., Jan. 11, 1895. 

Mez. Eprror: Will ye editor who has 
roasted Governor Waite and the Populist 
party over the Secular fire, consider the 
inelosed [Governor Waite's letter in reply 
to petition for re-opening of gambling- 
houses in Denver], and giv the ex-Colo- 
rado governor a rebate on this line? And 
as you set ajar the door of your charity, 
think of us poor Western devils, whose 
silver industry has been wiped out, hopes 
blasted, a laudable enterprise prostrated, 
tens of thousands of honest laborers 
turned out of employment, one-half of our 
specie declared to be dishonest money, 
and nothing in return but sn increasing 
bonded indebtedness demanding gold in- 
terest. This all accomplished by the Dem- 
ocratic and Republican parties through 
class legislation, and in the interest of the 
banking gold sharks, continually de- 
creasing our circulating medium. 

If the Populists as a party come nearer, 
my God, to thee, in the Constitution, than 
either of the two old parties, I fail to com- 
prehend the trend of these two political 
fossils; hence this apology. Come along 
with the Secular pioneer; look at the vacat- 
ed mines, left to be the haunts of bats and 
owls; see the doleful state of affairs, once 
prosperous, and people happy; know there 
is no remedy for the country, for the 
crying multitude, under the influence of 
the two old parties in power. Investigate, 
realize the serious condition of our coun- 
try. Ifyou hav a doubt, giv the weak, 
the poor, the benefit of that doubt. 

H. Murray, 


A Laudable Ambition. 
Soutu Amboy, N. J., Jan. 10, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find 
$8.25, for which please extend my sub- 
scription to January 1, 1896, and forward 
to me ‘“‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” the ANNUAL, and ‘Truth 
Seeker Collection of Forms, Hymns," eto. 
There are quite a number of books I 
would like to own, and leave to my chil- 


dren when I giv up the ghost, but think I 
will hav to wait a little while longer before 
Iam able to buy them. Although I own 
a small collection of Liberal books I am 
anxious to possess a good Liberal library. 
If I liv to see my children grow up, I 
shall see that they do not become the vic- 
tims of religious lunacy. 

My wife is a Lutheran by tradition, but 
neither prays nor goes to church. She 
takes no stock in religious tomfoolery. | 

So you see my children will not easily 
become religious lunatics. 

Sincerely yours, AvavsT Brun, 


` Common Sense from the Pulpit. 
Grancer, MINN., Jan. 1; 1895. 

Mr. Epor: Will you allow a little 
space to one who has been a subscriber for 
seventeen years to your grand old paper 
and never troubled you before? 

We hav some very good people in our 
little valley on the Upper Iowa who are 
coming to do a great deal of thinking for 
themselvs. Recently we were called to 
lay to rest one of our most respected citi- 
zens, Geo. Damond, who was 8 pronounced 
Liberal; the remains were taken to the 
M. E. church, and the pastor, Rev. Hark- 
ness, gave a discourse that was most 
acceptable to us who deeply feel the loss of 
this good man. — 

We are glad to note that our church has 
has become so that we can sit and hear a 
littie common sense coming from the pul- 
pit on such occasions. 

My TRUTH SEEKER is ever cheerfully 
loaned to these of my neighbors who care 
to read it. HENRY ARNOLD. 


Warm Praise for the Pilgrim. 
Puniman, WasH., Jan. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose $3.85 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and the Annuar., I am 
sorry thst I could not remit sooner, but 
when I tell you that farmers of Palouse 
country are striving t^ liv by raising wheat 
at Democratic p'ices, from seventeen to 
twenty: five cents per bushel, you will ad- 
mit that I hav a reasonable excuse for being 
delinquent. Iwas hoping to send you a 
new subscriber this time, but money is too 
hard to get. I find many Liberals here 
who would like to take your paper, and 
would if times were as good as two years 
ago; and there are many who would order 
Putnam's *Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," but cannot afford it at the pres- 
ent time. I will send you an order for it 
as soon a8 I can. Friend Putnam was here 
some two years ago and gave us two lect- 
ures. He accomplished great good here 
in this chyrch-ridden town. I would like 
to see him again; he is doing a noble work. 
I wish you success in spreading the light 
of reason and justice. Long liv Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. M. W. DRINEWATER. 


Of Course She Pleased the Ohioans. 

Cinormnati, O., Jan. 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: Mrs. M. P. Krekel, of 
Kansas City, Mo., lectured for this society 
last Sunday evening upon the subject, 
** Christian Civilization or Civil Christian- 
ity, Which?” All those whom we hav 
heard express their opinion, had the high- 
est admiration and praise for her lecture. 
We were very much surprised by the 
remarkable erudition and intelligence 


manifested throughout this most interest- 


ing address, in which difficult definitions 
were formulated with ease and ability, and 
indelicate parts incident to the subject 
were rendered euphemistically, which is a 
quality quite commendable and sometimes 
lacking in & Freethought lecturer. In 
fact, we were so captivated by her that, 
before she left, we were fortunate in en- 
gaging her for the five Sundays in March. 
Such a lecturer and person as Mrs, Krekel 
is a credit to the Freethought platform. 

As ghe will be in this city for the month 
of March, and having to lecture only Sun- 
day evenings, it would be well for the 
Freethinkers in the cities and towns of 
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and West Vir- 
ginia, to engage her services for week- 
day evenings. 

Any communication addressed her, care 
of the writer, will reach her promptly. 

Groras E. Liaut, Pres., 
340 Walnut street. 


The Best of Legacies. 
Wasuineton, D. C., Jan. 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: For inelosed $3.75 please 


credit me with one year’s subscription and 
send me ** Is Suicide a Sin ?” ** Lincoln,” 
and ** Shakspere." 

I cannot forbear telling you how de- 
lighted my mother was with the German 
edition of Colonel Ingersoll’s ** Mistakes 
of Moses," which I sent her through the 
Truth Seeker Company for a Christmas 
present. She is in her seventy-ninth year 
and is still vigorous in mind and body. I 
hav not the pleasure of being with her ex- 
cept on my yearly vacation, as she livs in 
Wisconsin, but she writes me that nothing 
could hav pleased her better than this 
book, and certainly nothing could hav 
pleased me better than to hear this. My 
parents were originally Catholics, but 
after immigrating to this country they re- 
nounced Catholicism and embraced the 
rational religion of humanity and Agnosti- 
cism, in which belief my father died, and 
in which my mother still happily livs. It 
is thijs rich legacy of Freethought they 
hav left their children, for which I hav 
ever thanked and blest them. Like Byron 
I hav often said : 

**Tt may be that in this I am alone, 
But I would not exchange my Freethought 
for a throne— 
Only I know I am not alone. 
Yours truly, J. J. SHIRLEY. 


The Effect of Early Training. 
Omars Home, Deo. 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Not long since I had occa- 
sion to call on a few friends; among them 
was an elderly religious lady who had 
permanent boarders. She, being full of 
superstition and bigotry, was constantly 
with her Bible, when not engaged with 
household affairs. The family assembled 
every Sunday evening in the drawing- 
room, where matters of serious character 
were discussed—creeds, sects, and relig- 
ious matters in general. 

A Freethinker boldly ventured to declare 
his preference for R. G. Ingersoll and his 
sentiments, and opposed the Christian 
religion as being founded on miracles, 
those being based on denial of the laws of 
nature. A deep sensation was created in 
the company, and a stifled expression of 
horror, with a slight moving of chairs. A 
short silence ensued, and then one of the 
party asked the skeptic a question: '*You 
don’t believe in miracles, and why?" 
“For the reason already mentioned. 
They contradict the laws of nature, and 
are opposed to all experience.” 

The conversation became general. The 
lady said she never heard one talk better. 
“To what church do you belong?" “I 
belong to the free church of reason and 
common sense.” ‘‘I never heard of that 
church.” ‘‘It is the church to which 
Ingersoll belongs.” ‘‘Ah me, the Infi- 
del,” exclaimed the pious matron, with 
uplifted hands and eyes, and left the room 
saying to a friend, ‘‘I would not hav be- 
lieved it of so intelligent a man.” 

S. R. THORNE. 


Still it Was a Wrong Use of the Word 
€ Religion.?? 
Warsonrown, PA., Jan. 12, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Your criticism on page 21 
of Tur Trura SEREER concerning what 
“The Unlicensed Preacher” wrote in 
Field and Farm, of Denver, will be 
amusing to the author, Mr. Jacob Huff, of 
Grand Junction, Col, if he sees it. He is 
one of the most clever Infidels I hav ever 
had the pleasure of meeting, as is also the 
editor of Field and Farm, I doubt 
whether there is another agricultural paper 
in the world that would allow such sermons 
to run in its columns, I believe it would 
be a good thing for Tua Trora SEEKER 
to reprint these sermons, as they are tough 
on hypocrisy. Mr. Huff, author of these 
sermons, has written for Tam TRUTH 
SEEKER on several occasions and years ago 
he was a regular contributor to the Inves- 
tigator. He has also written for Henry 
George. : 

In the last issue of Tas TRUTH SEEKER 
Geo. E. Macdonald asks for the opinion of 
some of his agricultural friends concern- 
ing an attack of the editor of the People. 
I was partly raised on a farm and hav 
edited agricultural journals and believe I 
know whereof I speak. In the Eastern 
states you will not find one farm out of 
every thousand containing as much as 260 
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acres. I know plenty of farmers in Penn- 
sylvania who hav raised large families on 
less than one hundred acres and as low as 
twenty-five acres, and they hav money 
to loan every year. When the banks 
of the small Pennsylvania towns want to 
borrow money, where do they go ? To the 
large cities? No. They go out among 
the farmers to raise it, and they generally 
get all they want. I wish some one would 
tell me where the farm is located in Central 
or Western Pennsylvania which contains 
260 acres of olear land. Probably at some 
poorhouse or asylum, but there are very 
few belonging to individuals. One man 
and a family of eight cannot handle a 260 
acre farm here in the Hast, nor can they 
in the West. Two hundred and sixty 
acres of medium good land will support 
thirty people. Of course there are fami- 
lies that & million acres of good land would 
not support. Perhaps there may be 
some preachers that know more than I do 
about farming, but I hav helped farm in 
Pennsylvania, Kansas, and Colorado. 
|J. Warp Dieux. 


Another Splendid Freethinker Gone. 


Ournton, Ja., Jan. 17, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: To-day, by request of the 
relativa of the late B. F. Gove, I send to 
you a short obituary of the deceased. I 
send it to the Znvestigator also, for, like 
myself, he was a subscriber to both that 
paper and your own. 

Benjamin F. Gove was born in Deering, 
N. H., March 14, 1826, and died at Hah- 
nemann Hospital, Chicago, Ill., on Tuesday 
morning, Jan. 1, 1895 ; and on the after- 
noon of the same day his body was crema- 
ted in Chicago, in accordance with his own 
request. His death was caused by blood 
poisoning, the result of an operation to re- 
move a tumor from his throat. While in 
health and in possession of his faculties he 
often said that as he desired to kill no one 
while he lived, so after the animating 
spark had fled he would not like to hav his 
remains, by being buried in the ground, 
contaminate air or water by decomposi- 
tion to the injury of those who should sur- 
vive him. He therefore considered ore- 
mation the better way to dispose of the 
` dead. He often said, also, that when he 

had passed away he wanted no preacher to 
deliver a sermon over his remains. He re- 
garded life as the proper time to show 
good will; and those heleft behind, though 
not exactly coinciding in his religious 
opinions, respected his wishes, and his 
ashes were placed in the grave at Do Witt, 
. Iowa, without any theological display. 

Mr. Gove had enjoyed good health until 
about four months before his death, when 
he began to be troubled with his throat. 
At first he thought it was asthma, but after 
a little, and by the advice of a local physi- 
cian who told him that there was some- 
thing growing in his windpipe, he went to 
Chicago, with the above result. The 
growth proved to be a cancerous tumor. 
Mr. Gove was very radical in his views on 
matters of a so-called religious nature, but 
very mild and undogmatic, and very con- 
siderate of the feelings of those with whom 
he came in contact holding opposit opin- 
ions. He was in all respects a grand and 
good man. Would to heaven there were 
more of his kindin the world to-day. He 
was a loving husband, a kind and indulg- 
ent father, always mindful of the welfare 
and happiness of his family and acquaint- 
ances. He held many offices of public 
trust, in all of which he proved faithful 
and worthy. He was school teacher, 
sehool director, justice of the peace, asses- 
sor, trustee, and deputy sheriff. He took 
a deep interest in the Old Settlers’ socie- 
‘ties of Clinton county, and was a promi- 
nent figure at their annual gatherings. A 
widow, five sons, two daughters, and hun- 
dreds of friends mourn their loss. 

JAMES A, GREENHILL, 


The Holy Corporation. 


How like a modern corporation 

Ta Rome’s religious aggregation! 
There’s God, who is the president, 
And rules the board, to all intent; 
But if the matter’s deeply probed, 
You'll find the real power robed 

In garments rich and jewels rare, 

The same the present pope doth wear. 


The pope is the vice-president, 

And on all questions pertinent 

That touch the Christian faith or morals, 
Or the eoelesiastio quarrels, 


He, as the president’s away, 
Determins things as best he may. 


Cardinals are the directors! board 

That sanctions the work of their president 
Lord; 

And only elect a pope, you know, 

For God presides ex-officio. 


The priests are agents of the church, 
Who gull the savave, and use the birch 
To bind our youth io Peter's rock 

And make them buy the church’s stock. 
Certificates are this wise given: 

**So many shares of stock in heaven.” 
But what's their value is ungnessable, 
Aithough all stock is quite assessable. 


Like other boom-towns, maps are given 
To show you what a place is heaven. 
Streets are warranted ‘‘ paved with gold "; 
The choicest town-lots are unsold, 

The finest ‘‘ mansions are prepared,” 

All furnished well and nicely aired; 


And for those of the corporation, 


They're ready all for occupation. 


And as a further inducement, they 

Hav built a gentle, easy wav, 

That leads straight to this fine possession, 
The only toll is one confession. 


And furthermore to make complete 


The alluring prospect, still more sweet, 
They offer, what you must desire, 

The very finest band and choir 

Of singers, whose seraphic voices _ 
Make buyers happy at their choices; 

And lest you fail by the way divine, 

They giv you ‘‘ angels’ food " and ‘‘wine;” 
A tempting diet, too, withal, 

Tf it were not so cannibal, 

For, hide the ‘‘ truth " howe'er they can, 


They know it is both ** God " and ‘‘man.” 


All these are promised to the buyer, 
"There's nothing left mind can desire; 
Bui not till death do they intend 

To e'er declare a dividend; ~ 

And though the unknown may conceal 
The pleasure the stockholders feel, 

Yet can the church with.** honest” pride 
Declare that each one’s satisfied. 


Alack! tis sad that ’tis a jest; 
That we can’t really invest 
Our money in this corporation, 
And be assured of exaltation 
In that bright after-world to come, 
As set forth by the church of Rome. 
Alas! that such talk’s so much vapor, 
And heaven is but on papal paper, 

And ex-Stockholder, 

Vincent O. CosrELLO. 


They Did Not Print It. 
Mrapviute, Miss., Jan. 1, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: I see so many good letters 
and such able articles in the grand old 
Truru Seexes that I can see no place for 
anything from myself; yet I feel it is due 
you that I acknowledge the pleasure I feel 
I cannot say it is the best 


in reading it. 
paper on earth, not having seen them all, 


but I do say it is the best I hav seen. The 


editorials are to me simply grand! I wish 


it was a daily instead of a weekly. 


Stairs. 


occasions by Jones Bros., Talmage & Co., 
and others of that gentry. Then Free- 
thinkers may look for the joining of the 
two countries—not, however, to be called 
** greater ” heaven or ‘‘greater”’ hell, but 
blended *' heav-ell ”_ 

I do not see any improvement to be 
made on THE TauTESEEKkER; it is all good 
enough. While I hav no children to read 
the Children's Corner, I read it myself 


with the avidity of a hungry wolf! A' 


happy and prosperous New Year to Mirs 
Susan Wixon; in fact, to all of Tug TRUTH 
SnEkgER family and friends. For myself I 
wish no greater heaven throughout all 
eternity than to bask in the effulgence of 


| the high order of intellectual light that 


shines on me weekly through the columns 
of the loved TRUTH SEEKER, 

These people are all church people. 
The Methodist minister who preached on 
this circuit last year became offended with 
gome one, or some of his work, and wrote 
a scathing article which was published in 
the Christan Advocate, He termed this 
circuit a cesspool, wherein the filth of sar- 
rounding communities had been dumped. 
His assault made the people angry. His 
broad and sweeping blow fell heavily upon 
two other denominations. My mother 
being a Baptist, I feltit was rightfor me to 
pick up the gauntlet and, if possible, to make 
a point for freedom as well asresent a thrust 
at the creed of my sacred mother. For 


‘| lectual serfdom, and for humanity, 


Hes- 
ton’s cartoons must provoke occasionally 
a smile even from ‘‘that il]l-homored Old 
Joss,” to say nothing of hilarity from 
saints and angels who hav taken refuge up- 
I am sure if he carries the art 
much nearer to perfection, he will burst 
the devil’s business, and hell will be for 
“rent in the near future, to be run on extra 


field was a small one of not more than an 
acre in extent. Passing a rather ticklish 
place which we named the bridge, and on 
one side of which was certain death, and 
on the other side perdition, we began to 
learn what.climbing was. We soon passed 
a small gap where the winter-beaten trees 
were so stunted and thick that my ax was 
in constant use. We came to another larger 
field of snow. Mr. Pealer climbed a small 
peak and, returning, informed us that 
“ Baldy,” the mountain we intended to 
climb, was not the highest—as it had al. 
ways been reported to be—of the range 
between the Upper Quinaielt, and the 
Humptulips on the south. After a short 
consultation we agreed that our motto 
should be ‘‘ Excelsior,” and after some 
more argument as to route, in which the 
boys finally yielded to me as the more ex- 
perienced mountaineer, we proceeded. 
Following the snow we started a deer, but 
Robert, who had the gun, was not in posi- 
tion to shoot, and. he escaped. We found 
some pretty steep grades; some places 
where claws would hav come in handy, 
and the ax had to be frequently used to 
ont away the mountain cedar. The fina] 
sharp climb was over a round, nearly 
smooth, rock, in some places perpendicu- 
lar, and with few crevices and no vegeta- 
tion. We left our packs and elimbed the 
last hundred feet in about half an hour. 
Once on the top, *we watched the sun 
sink in the western wave." The boys went 
back and got the packs. I cut some wood 
—there was quite a grove down the east 
side of the mountain—we melted snow and 
made coffee, watching the view fast dis- 
solving in the purple gathering night. To 
the west, the Pacific ocean enveloped in a 
brown cost of fog. South, Gray’s harbor 
showed a white coat. North, the moun-. 
tains ou Vancouver island were visible; 
the straits and Puget Sound marked bv 
white banks of fog. Far in the east Mt. 
Ranier glowed pink in the rays of the sun 
already set to us, while the white giants of 
the Olympic range seemed only a gunshot 
away. A few cedar boughs, and a good 
fire, completed our comfort, albeit we had 
little room; the flat portion of the top was 
surrounded by a rock-parapet, except on 
one side that grew full of mountain cedar. 

Before retiring we noticed one clear 
electric light to the south, probably in one 
of the Gray’s harbor towns. We slept 
well, but woke early, being rather short of 
blankets, and while esting breakfast the 
sun came up. Sometime I shall try to 
write up that sunrise; not now. But gray 
blankets of fog were slipping up the val- 
leys as though alive, and we hurried our 
preparations; taking a sack that had held 
our provisions, we split it to make a flag, 
which we set in a pile of stones. It was 
then that the proposition was made to 
name the mountain. The boys deferred 
to the old man and, not knowing any 
higher character, I called it Mount Inger- 
soll, and we drank to him and 4? in coffee. 

Writing an account of our proceedings, 
we placed it iu a tin box in the stone bal- 
last of onr flag staff, and began the de- 
scent. We climbed Mount Baldy, but the 
fog had turned to a drizzle, and though 
we stayed several hours we got no view. 
Going down was easy. You hav only to 
let go, thouzh occasionally it is necessary 
to **grab on." We arrived at home about 
dusk, in this country at that season about 
10 o’clock p.m. It is never dark here in 
midsummer, that is, not in clear weather. 
Subsequently, we took a party of ladies to 
the top of Baldy, the elevation of which, 
by the temperature of boiling water, I 
made to be about 4,500 feet, which nearly 
agrees with an aneroid reading taken by & 
party wbo were up this. summer. Mount 
Ingersollis about five hundred feet higher; 
itisthe highest peak iu that spur of the 
Olympics between the Quinsielt and 
Humptulips rivers; is situated in Che- 
halis county, about five miles in an air 
line, a little south of east from Lake 
Quinaielt, from the western portion of 
which the peak is visible. Our flag stood 
the storms of last winter, and was waving 
in August. 

Our man also stood the storms of last 
winter. May he long continue in the land, 
and, as his namesake, the mountain, calmly 
overlooks the stormsof the Pacific, so may 
he overlook the storms of life. 

- J. N., Lock& 


fear some would not know my position 
who read what I had to say, I defined it 
thus: *'I hav no fight to make for or 
against these churches for myself; I freely 
concede to each human the right to men- 
tal freedom and independence, both in re- 
ligion and politics; I am a stickler for no 
party whose cardinal principles would rob 
the citizen of rights inherent through na- 
ture; I bend to no creed whose dogmas 
are dripping with the dye of superstition; 
I bow to no precedent by hereditament or 
early environments in life that would sup- 
press the fullness of thought; I neither 
worship nor acknowledge an infinit God 
as ruling thoughout the cycles of time, 
and who has been unable, or unwilling, to 
remove from his domain conditions that 
hav rendered ninefy-nine per cent of his 
subjects unhappy and miserable the most 
of their short lives through evils which 
the most of us hav been taught from in- 
fancy to believe are the works of the 
creativ genius of one who is possessed of 
the sublime attributes of infinit wisdom, 
power, and goodness. In the dusts of 
time Ican see the footprint of no such 
God. My fight is not for him; if he is not 
a myth, the condition of his business on 
earth bespeaks him a weakling unworthy 
of assistance from human source. My fight 
is for the rights of man; to better his con- 
dition my aim; the truth I would sustain; 
a falsehood I would condemn. 

** When we read an article from the pen 
of a. man whose language is vituperativ, 
unkind, and damaging to the community 
in and from which he begs and bilks a 
support for himself and family, we are 
awe-stricken and stand aghast in wonder 
if it be the language of a demon sent from 
the rogue's refuge to harass and torment a 
good people, or if it is an unwelcome truth 
to be made shine in letters of gold. The 
duty of the community is to investigate 
and if his charge is false, let the courts 
brand the author a liar; if true, let them 
crown him a hero and cleanse it of its 
filth!” These papers would not publish 
what I had to say, because they were 
afraid their subscribers would hurl anathe- 
mas on their tender heads. 

Yours for truth, freedom from intel- 


J. E. Scorr. 


Monnt Ingersoll. 
QuixiAULT, Wasa., Dec. 16, 1894. 

**( lead me to the rock. Lead me to 
the rock; lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I.” 

Mr. Eprrog: Colonel Ingersoll probably 
does not know that away in western Wash- 
ington, far beyond the sound of human 
voice, covered with snow that is nearly 
perpetual, there is a rock that is higher 
than himself. ` 

Such a rock there is, and it bears his 
name, though, localiy, it is known as 
‘Colonel Bob.” On the 23d day of July 
1893, my son Robert and myself started 
for a mountain climb ‘‘for fun." We left 
my claim near the head of Lake Quinnielt 
about seven in the morning, sad proceeded 
up the river in a canoe. About two miles 
from our starting-point we stopped at Mr. 
Olark Pealer's ranch, thinking to change 
boats, as ours leaked. Mr. Pealer thought 
be would hav 80me fun too, and went with 
us. Two miles further up we landed and 
banked our boat, and ate a lunch, as it was 
about noon, then turning our backs to the 
river we crossed a wide gravel bar, and 
then about half a mile of bottomland 
densely covered with brush, in which 
huckleberries and bear-signs were plenty, 
to the foot of a steep bluff hedged about 
with **devil's club," & sort of vegetable 
covered with sharp spines which lies slong 
the ground in a semicircular erection 
waiting to hit you in the face if you step 
on it. 

Here the climbing began; first a thirty- 
foot, perpendicular bluff, soon surmounted 
by the help of the sword-ferns growing in 
the crevices; from thence the climb was 
through fairly open woods of fir, spruce, 
cedar, but principally hemlock, up all the 
time at an angle of about forty-five de- 
grees, until we gained the backbone of 
the ridge, which we did about 8 o’clock 
p.m. Following this ridge we reached 
snow about four, and in a few minutes 
more came to a large field of the same. 
Here, for the first time, I beheld red snow, 
it was in stripes of a deep crimson. This 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s ocenpations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Shut-Eye Train. 


Come, my little one, with me! 
There are wondrous sights to see 
As the evening shadows fall; 
In your pretty cap and gown, 
Don’t detain 
The Shnt-Eye train— 
“ Ting-a-ling!" the bell it goeth, 
““Toot-toot!” the whistle bloweth, 
And we hear the warning call; 
“ AN aboarà for Shut-Eye Town!” 


Over hill and over plain 
Soon will speed the Shut-Eye train! 
Throngh the blue where bloom the stars 
And the Mother Moon looks down 
We'll sway 
Toland of Fay— 
Oh, the sights that we shall see there! 
Come, my little one, with me there— 
"Tis a goodly train of cars— 
All aboard for Shut-Eye Town. 


Swifter than the wild bird’s flight, 
Through the realms of fleecy light 
We shall speed and speed away! 
Let the night in envy frown— 
What care we 
How wroth she be! 
To the Balow-land above us, 
To the Balow folk wholoveus . 
Let us hasten while we may— 
AU aboara for Shut- Eye Town! 


Shut-Eye Town is passing fair— 
Gol?eu dreams await us there; 
We shall dream those dresms. my dear, 
Till the Mother Moon goes down— 
See unfold 
Delights untold 
Andin those mysterious places 
We shall see beloved faces, 
And beloved voices hear 
In the grace of Shut- Eye Town! 


Heavy are your eyes my sweet, 
Weary are your litte feet — 
Nestle closer up to me 
Tn your pretty cap and gown; 
Don’t detain 
The Sbut-Eye train! 
“ Ting-a-ling!” the bell it goeth, 
""IToot-toot!" the whistle bloweth— 
Oh, the sights that we shall see! 
All aboard for Shut- Eye Towni 


Babyhood of the Earth. 


It does seem strange to think of the earth 
as a great, fat, pudgy baby. But so it was. 
And it was a long, long time changing, 
growing, just like all babies. It kept 
running around its mother, the sun, and, 
by and by, the gases that played about it, 
two of them, at least, began to condense, 
acd a change appeared on the baby’s body. 
‘Water came, and it came boiling hot, and 
for many hundreds of years it boiled and 
bubbled from the body of the infant 
Earth. After awhile it began to cool, and 
produced what we cali the ocean. Like 
all babies, the earth was incessantly in 
motion. It could not keep still a minute, 

There were little dabs of land, here and 
there, flats a few feet above the moving, 
restless sea, which made the baby earth 
appear as if it had the measles, or chicken- 
pox, or some other baby ailment. 

It was, perhaps, like the chemical pow- 
ders which, after boiling a long time, fall 
out of solution, as salts of lime, potash, 
soda, ete. Some think a part of this 
chemical substance is seen in the very.old- 
est of known rocks, that is, the Laurentian 
limestone of Canada, which is about thirty 
thousand feet in thickness. This is the 
rock in which Sir Wm. Logan thought he 
had discovered the remains of the first life 
on this planet—the Eozoon, which means 
the dawn of life. But recently, Eozoon 
has been proved untrue. This matter had 
been in dispute about thirty years, but it 
is now known to be only & figment of 
imagination. 

The earth was still a restlass, activ thing, 
continually in motion, leaping, rolling, 
tumbling, over and over and over again. 
Its mamma, the great Sun, must hav 
watched it with wonder. But she knew it 
would come out ail right, only giv it time. 
It was assuming shape, growing, changing, 
and it was in its nature to be activ. And 
while it grew the years rolled on, 

S. H. W. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
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1. Lay me low, my work is done; I 
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am wea - fy, 


lay me low; 
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Where the wild flowers woo the 


sun, Where the balm - y  breez- es 


blow; 
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Where the 


but - ter - fly takes wing, Where the 


as - pens droop-ing grow; 


am 2. 


toRafu 
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Where the young birds chirp and sing, 


I am wea- ry, 


2 I have striven hard and long 
In the world’s unequal fight, 
Always to resist the wrong, 
Always to maintain the right; 
Always with a stubborn heart 
Taking, giving blow for blow; 
Brothers, I have played my part— 
. Lam weary, let me go. 
v 


From the «COSMIAN HYMN 


Correspondence. 


DeL Norme, Con., Jan. 9, 1895. 
Dzar Miss Wixow: I will now take the 
pleasure of writing to the Children's Cor- 
ner. I suppose you hav forgotten me by 
this time, but I hav not forgotten you. 1t 
has been two yearssince I last wrote to the 
Corner. I hav a little brother eight 
| months old; his name is Theodore. I am 
fifteen years old, and I ride horseback 

and this winter T am learning to skate. 
do not go to any publie school, but mamma 
teaches me at home. Well, I will close, 
hoping to see this in print. I remain, as 

ever, Your friend, Orivz L, JEROME. 


[Do not wait so long before you write 
again, Olive. Now is the time to learn, 
and, by and by, you will hav to teach that 
litte baby brother. — Ep. C. C.] 

CHILLICOTHE, O.. 

Miss S. H. Wrxon: The two childish let- 
ters herein sent to the Corner, are by two 
of the sweetest little girlsin all the country 
side. (They are mine, you know.) I 
looked over.the letters, and dropped a 
comma here and there; but, otherwise, 
they are just as they came from the chil- 
dren's unformed minds. These letters may 
encourage others to try in their weak. 
childish ways. We sometimes see letters 
in the Corner purporting to hav been 
written by a five- «r a six-year-^ld, which 
would hav done credit to a head whitened 
by the falling snows of sixty winters. To 
say the least, such letters are discouraging 
to little folks, who do not know (as, of 
eourse, you and I do) that said letters were 
not penned by a five-year-old. This letter 
is not intended for publication, but you 
may use it if you wish. It might serve as 
a hint to some. 

Yours for liberty and justice, 
JAMES PoE OnypzR. 


[We are sure they are treasures, and you 
hav reason to be proud of them. A child, 
unfettered by superstition, cannot help 
being a credit to its parents. —Ep. O. 0.) 


DzAR Miss WixoN, AND CORNER FRIENDS: 
I go to school Our teacher's name is 
Charles Elmer Stiglar. He is a Christian. 
He will not let anybody speak anything 
but Christian pieces. All of the ‘pupils 
hav leagued together, and there are going 
to be but three to get pieces, and they are 


lets m . 
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BOOK.” 
Sold at The Truth Seeker office. 


3 Shield and buckler, haug them up, 
Drape the standard on the wall; 
I have drained the mortal cup 
To the finish, dregs and all. 
When my work is done, ’tis best 
To let all my troubles go; 
I am weary, let me rest — 
Iam weary, lay me low. 
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Compiled by L. K. Wasnmsunx. 
Price, $1.50. 


| Christians. Three out of forty. The 
teacher copied a piece for two of my cous- 
ins, and their mother would not let them 
learn them; she burned them. I am nine 
years old. I hav a brother and sister. My 
sister’s name is Maud; my brother’s name 
is Claud. To-day has been dark and dis- 
m8]; the water came down and drenched 
everything. About evening, the sun came 
out, and over on France's hill, when the 
sun was shining, it looked very beautiful. 
If any of the children would write to me, 
I wouid answer. 
Your Liberal friend, 
ENEVINE ERMINE CrRYDER, 
[The teacher ought to let his pupils ex- 
ercise their judgment in learning pieces to 
speak. You and Maud are lovely girls, 
because somebody has told us so, and we 
want you to write to the Corner often.— 
Ep. C. C.J 


Dear Miss WIZON, AND CORNER FRIENDS: 
It hag been fifteen months since I last 
wrote. Last summer, during the drouth, 
my cousins came to gee me, and we took a 
hymn book or two, and got them and my 
brother and sister to climb up in the hay- 
mow, and we sang psalms, and had a lot 
of fun singing, and then (just for fun) we 
prayed for rain. This was Sunday, and 
on Monday we had a goose ** drownder." 
We were playing Sunday-school. I read 
in Tug TRUTH SURE about tom-toms, 
and thought this would correspond with 
that account. We take that paper, and 


also Mrs. Waisbrooker’s valuable paper, ' 


Ma sent for a copy of the Little Free. 
thinker last Saturday, and when she goes 
to town I expect she will get it. If any- 
one should wish to write to me, I would 
gladly answer. Please address, Maud 
Ethel Oryder, in care of James Poe Ory- 
der, Chillicothe, O. I shall always be a 
Freethinker. 
Your Freethinking friend, 
Maun E. Oryprr. 

[Maud is not forgotten, although it is a 
long time since she wrote before. She is 
one of our jewels. —Ep. O. 0.] 


Crossy, TEX., Jan. 16, 1895, 
Miss Susan H. Wixon—Dear Friend: 
I will attempt to write again, as it has 
been 8 good while since I wrote last. THE 
TRUTH vanes failed to hav the Children’s 
Corner in it this week. It looks as if the 
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ehildren might write a little oftener to the 
Corner than they do. My father has 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and Colonel Jngersoll’s lecture, ** About 
the Holy Bible,” and Tam TRUTH SREKER 
ANNUAL, I think they are the best books 
I ever read. I wish we could get Colonel 
Tngersoll to lecture here, but there are 
not enough people to pay him to come, 
this place is so thinly settled, but I hope 
it will settle up enough for us to hava 
good school, if nothing else. I hav a good 
laugh, every time Tum TRUTH SEEKER 
comes, over those cartoons of Watson Hes- 
ton’s. Well, the pious parson stands & 
Poor show here; he has no place to preach 
unless he preaches in some one’s dwelling- 
house, and I guess he is afraid the Lord 
wouldn’t recognize him if he didn’t preach 
1n a regular church. 

Your Liberal friend, BELLE Harvey. 

[Next to listening to Colonel Ingersoll 
is to read his lectures. A town without a 
parson in it must be a good place in which 
toliv. Try and study at home, Belle, if 
there is no school. You can learn study- 
ing by yourself.—Ep. C. C.] 

ZALESKI, O., Deo. 24, 1894. 

Miss Susan WixoN— Dear Friend: Four 
Or five years ago I wrote a few letters to 
the Children's Corner, aud as I do not 
see many letters in the Corner at present 
T hav concluded to write again. 

I liv in a town of about six hundred in- 
habitants; three or four years ago we had 
^ population of about eleven hundred. 
Nearly all the men worked at the B. & O. 
S. W. R. R. shops and at the coal-mines, 
operated by the Zaleski Co. The shops 
hav been moved to Chillicothe, and the 
Zaleski Oo. has gone out of business. The 
only industry now carried on is the cut- 
ting of timber and the making of staves 
and hoop-poles. But we still bav our 
usual number of churches—one Catholic, 
one Methodist, and one Baptist. We bav 
five stores and four saloons in town. If 
something new does not start up soon, 
some of these will hav to close up. 

I am fifteen years old, and do not go to 
school, but study at home. I study read- 
ing writing, arithmetic, spelling, geogra- 
phy, grammar, history, physiology, and 
shorthand. A month or two ago I took a 
trip to Pennsylvania, to visit some of my re- 
Jativs. I wentto Pittsburg, and from there 
about sixty miles up the Monongahela 
river, to Rice’s Landing, where my rela- 
tivs liv. I had my first boat ride on the 
Monongahela river, which was quite a 
treat. Ienjoyed my visit very much. 

The weather is very fine for this time of 
ihe year; we hav not had any cold weather 
yet. Yours for Freethought, 

OnELIE JAMES. 

[It is gratifying to know that Clelie has 
not forgotten the Corner during the past 
years. Do write oftener.—Ep. C. O.] 


NOW—THE TIME TO MAKE MONEY! 


Last m nth I cleared. after p»: ing all expenses, 
$175 46; the month before. $149.08. and have at 
the same time attended to my regular businese 
I believe anyone, anywher>, can do as well, as I 
have not a particularly good location and no ex- 

rience.. When you have an article that every 
‘amily w:nts, it 1s very easy selling it. It seems 
strange that a good, cheap Dish Washer was 
never before placed on the market. With the 
Climax. which sell: at 85. you can wash and dry 
the dishes for a family in two minutes, withont 
putting the hands in water; as roon as people see 
the Washer work, they want one, and that is wh 
80 much money can be made so auk. For fu 
verticulars. ad reps the Climax Mfg. Co., Colam- 
bus, Ohio. I feel convinced that auy ladv or 
gentleman, in any location, can make from #5 to 
$'0a day,as every fami'y will very soon have a 
Dish Washer. Try it, and publish your experi- 
ence for the benefit of others. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 


a Student of Science. Olot $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries .f Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Libe 1 Romance. 


12mo. 300 pp., 81. 
Apples of Gold, And Othe Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo. 883 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
Truth Seeker Readers! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier. Longfellow. and other poets 
and sing them in your homes. making them hap 
py and bright 7—SxND FOR A cory.—Green cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 95 cents. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Oongress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


JY ev Publications. 


A TALE OF A HALO. 


The Truth Seeker Company has pnb- 
lished a work entitled **A Tale of a Halo,” 
which deserves more than a passing notice. 
It is & poem which lovers of Lucille will 
at once recognize as in the meter of their 
favorit. The author, Mr. Morgan A. Rob- 
ertson, is a new writer, but a courageous 
champion of Freethought, a profound ad- 
mirer of the true, the beautiful, an the 
sublime, wherever found, and those who 
know him best consider bim one of the 
most promising of our new school of 
writers. 

The artist has dene his work well and 
has furnished illustrations which are at 
onee very explanatory of the text. 'The 
work shows the absurdity of the whole 
Ohristian hierarchy and angelology of 
heaven. It is high-toned, often sarcastic, 
and, throughout, amusing. 

The story opens with S;. Peter sitting by 
the gate of heaven smoking. It seems 
that somebody had interdicted his smok- 
ing inside of the gate because 


‘*The smoke from that pipe had a smell of 
its own, 

Too strong for the incense that hung 
'round the Throne." 


This had disgruntled St. Peter, 


** He picked up his pipe, his tobacco and 
; stoo 

With a grunt of disgust at the new-fangled 
rule, 

And passed through the portal of jasper 
and gold 

Where smoking was not by the by-law 
controled. . 

‘Strikes me,’ quoth the saint, ‘such a 
rule would work better 

If posted in Hell and observed to the let- 


er. 

And filling and lighting this pipe as he 
spoke 

He seated himself for a good quiet smoke.” 


While he was thus seated, a very digni- 
fied person approaches. Se dignified is 
he that he scarcely condescends to notice 
the saint, and when the latter asserts him- 
self and demands his credentials, begins 
an argument which ends in his gaining ad- 
mittance to heaven. Once inside, the 
stranger develops a very fastidious taste as 
to his outfit, and the more trouble is given 
because, ages ago, the mechanics had all 
been banished to hell. 

The author has expressed this in a pecul- 
iarly happy manner: 


** He needed no hymn-book, but as for the 
rest 
Of his outfit, he wanted it *made by the 


best 

Of the workmen and tailors that Heaven 
contained. 

And to order’—but here was a hitch; 
there remained 

Not one of that skillful and dextrous band 

Of angel mechanics whose genius had 
planned, 

And gathered, and built from the chaos of 

ight 


Nig 

This beautiful, glorious City of Light; 

And also had furnished some outfits for 
souls 

Who could capture a place on the heavenly 
rolls. 


For ages ago they had shown their dislike 

Of working so hard and had gone on a 
strike 

Under Satan, but failed in their object, for 
— well, 

They all became devils residing in Hell. 

Since then when the angels or spirits had 

. done 
Any damage in Heaven, a cherub would 


run 

With a notice to Satan, who’d rout from 
their lairs 

Some devils and send them to make the 
repairs.” 


Being finally fitted out to his taste, he 
sallied forth to join the heavenly choir, 
where he soon found himself the center of 
discord and jealousies equal to anything 
on earth. When he started to sing no one 
would join him, and everybody regarded 
him with unfavorable eyes. 

** Tf he could hav such a fine outfit, why 
could not the rest?” _ 

The archangel Michael was not very 
busy that day and was sauntering around 
the celestial city. He took a good look at 
the new-comer when he at once recognizes 
in him Beelzebub, Satan’s lieutenant. 

Realizing that it is all up with him Beel- 
zebub knocks Michael down with his halo, 
smashes his harp and crown, and amid a 
cloud of sulphurous fumes, changes to the 
shape of à devil and sails aloft with Michael 
and the whole heavenly army in pursuit, 
but no one can catch him. The author 
discourses on this point as follows: 


“ How this should so happen, I really can’t 
tell; 
But they were outflown by a devil from 


hell. 
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The reason may be, that the devils had 
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By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The ‘Truth Seeker for One Year, 


$6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


^ AINSI IIIS 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPAN Y announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, it is evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Huyprep Yxzans or FREE- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
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possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 3 


thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Peter, a passiv, but much interested, spec- 


worked tator of the strange drama, and, in spite 
While living in Hell, and the angols had | of howls and prayers, carries him high in 
ghirked the air. Tovolantarily be makes the sign 


And lain around Heaven with nothing to 


o 

But daily to welcome a spirit or two. 

And the watching of fires and the tossing 
. of coals . 

With the details attending the roasting of 


souls . 
Will strengthen the muscles, and this may 


explain R 
How all of their efforts to catch him were 
vain." 


The angel Gabriel gets within reach of 
the powerful fiend and is hurled, with 


‘sa furious flapping of wings, to the 
ground.” h 

The chase is given up at this stage; Mi- 

chael musters his forces and convenes & 


neil of war. 
"Meanwhile the fiend pounces on St. 


of the cross. He is dropped, fortunately, 
in the River of Life, and betakes himself 
to his post at the gate, possessed of the 
secret which will overcome the fiend, and 
resolved to wait until others had suffered 
from the devilish pranks. Then he would 
drive the infernal visitor out and obtain 
the credit. 

Beelzebub, enraged by his experience 
with St. Peter, charges on the council of 
war which 


** consisted of Michael and most 

Of his angels, and also some saints from 
the host, 

Who down on the earth had perfected & 


plan i 
For casting out devils;” 
Seatters it, and then swoops down on the 


|legion of glorified souls, none of whom 


had remembered the sign of the cross, so 


rar d 


omnipotent on earth. The onslaught is 
graphically described: 


** And on went the fiend in his terrible 


might 

Through the ranks of the host. "Iwas a 
sickening sight 

As he felled them by dozens, with broad 
sweeping blows 

Of his black horny wings, leaving rows 


upon rows 
| Of the stricken behind him; they soat- 


tered and fled 

With loud sereams of terror, and soon 
they were spread 

To the uttermost bounds of thé place, ‘still 
pursued 

By that demon of wrath. Before long he 

ad strewed 

The ground with nine-tenths of the glori- 
fied souls — 

The other one-tenth had got into some 
holes.” 


St. Peter enjoys this scene hugely, and 
is more than pleased when the devil sets 
fire to heaven. "The antiquated fire-engin 
is inadequate to meet the emergency, and 
the ‘‘mansions in the skies" are soon a 
mass of smoking ruins. At this juncture, 
as the saint resolves to show his power, St. 
Patrick, who has been down on earth cele- 
brating his birthday, approaches the gate 
in the unsteady, but pugnacious, condition 
of a great many others who celebrate their 
birthdays. St. Peter apprises him of the 
trouble inside, and finding that St. Pat- 
rick is also aware of the wonderful power 
of the sign of the cross, tries to keep him 
out. This angers St. Patrick, the argu- 
ment waxes hot until, at last— 

“Bif! 

The stick of St. Patrick descended, and if 

The head that it strack had been softer, 
"tis clear 

The blow would hav finished St. Peter's 
career. 

But the stick flew in pieces, then hammer 
and tongs 

The saints went to fighting. Sach con- 
duct belongs 

To the regions of hell; I, in fact, do not 


care 

To describe the details of' this shocking 
affair; 

A very disgraceful proceeding; forsooth, 

I speak of it only for love of the truth!” 

St. Patrick conquers his colleague, let's 
himself in with the key, interrupts a con- 
versation between the archangel and 
Beelzebub, and making the puissant sign 
under the nose of tae fiend causes him to 
sink to the ground in hopeiess terror. 
Then he seizes Gabriel’s hora, lifts the 
infernal foe to his feet by his tail, and be- 
laboring him over the head and back with 
the horn, chases him toward the gate. 

St. Peter, in a frenzy of chagrin, slams 
the gate in their faces, and heaven’s great 
legion bears down on the discomfited 
enemy, each one making the sign of the 
cross on his breast. 

There is a furious crush, and St. Patrick 
gets most of the biows intended for Beel- - 
zebub. Michael, disgusted at the exhibi- 
tion, resolves to end it. 

** And spreading his pinivns, he soon was 
above 
The struggling exponents of kindness and 


love, 

Where, gauging his distance, he dropped 
tothe ground  . 

And elbowed a circle of space close around 

The merciless saint and his victim: he held 

His fist to the nose of St. Patrick, and 


yelled, 

‘Let go of that tail and that horn—J 
insist!’ 

‘Will ye moind ye* own business?’ said 
Patrick. The fist 

Drew back and returned with the sicken- 
ing crash 


Of a battering ram on the jaw of the rash 

And unhappy St. Patrick, who, dropping 
the horn 

And the tail, by the terrible impulse, was 
borne 

Full forty feet off, where, unconscious, he 


la i 
Along with three others who stood in the 
way.” 
Beelzebub escapes to the ramparts, 
beckons Michael up to him, and in a ring- 
ing speech givs him his private opinion of 
the workings of the Christian religion as 
exemplified in the Roman Ontholic church 
and tells him to beware of the canonized 
saints who defy his command. 
He is then frightened off into ‘‘outer 
darkness” by the indomitable St. Peter, 
who, seeing a lull in the proceedings, has 
approached and made him the sign. 
Heaven is rebuilt and reorganized. 
Michael makes policemen of his angels 
and they keep the glorified souls in their 
seats. The story closes with the following: 
“And the host could now sing, and be glad, 
but—alas! 

Saints Peter and Patrick don't speak ‘as 
they pass; 

A very unfortunate state of affairs, 

Increasing a little the Archangel's cares. 

And preventing me too, ere resigning my 
pen, 

From saying that peace was in Heaven 
again.” 
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JY " ds Parsons. 


Enprror ix Cnr: '* Where did you put 
that parrot of mine?" Office Boy: "I 
hung bim in the religious editor's office, 
Bir." Editor in Chief: ** Didn't I tell you 
I didn’t want that bird to learn how to 
swear?"— New York Herald. 


Rector: “It is instructiv to note what 
a flood of light one passage of scripture 
throws upon another.” Ewe Lamb: ‘' Yes. 
I couldn’t understand about there being 
no marrying or giving in marriage above 
until I read how bard it was for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of heaven."— Z ife. 


Deacon SassaFras (a Hardshell Baptist): 
“I hav just been reading about a man 
who was killed by lightning while playing 
base-ball on Sunday in Kentucky. There’s 
a jedgment for you!” Hiram Oatcake: 
“I don't know about its bein’ a jedg- 
ment; a church near by was struck and 
destroyed at the same time.” Deacon 
Sassafras: “That doesn’t cut any figure. 
It was a Presbyterian church.”— Puck. 


‘WESTERNER (in Eastern village): ‘'Sa-ay, 
I want a shave, but I can’t find no barber- 
shop open." Resident: ‘‘ This is Sunday, 
and all business stopson Sunday.” **Huh! 
Don’t the barbers do no shaving at all on 
Sunday?” ‘‘Only in case of necessity. 
They are allowed to shave dead men.” 
* Wall by gum! This is the fust time I 
ever struck a place whar a man who needed 
a shave on Sunday was expected to kill 
hisself fust.” 


A SUBSCRIBER sends us the following, 
which he alleges to be ‘‘a fact” within the 
range of his own personal Knowledge: 
Christian Lady (to carpenter who had, 
much sgainst his will, allowed discount 
after his bill had been owing over six 
months): ‘It must be very nice to be a 
carpenter. Do you know our savior, Jesus 
Christ, was a carpenter?” Carpenter: 
‘Yes, ma’am; but I do not think he would 
hav.allowed you discount off his bill after 
it had been owing over six months.”— 
London Freethinker. 


Tux story is told of a colored preacher, 
who had not shown special aptitude for the 
work, that in a denominational gathering 
he narrated his experiences, including his 
alleged call to the ministry. He said that 
he had a vision and saw on the sky the 
golden letters, ‘‘G, P. C.," which he in- 
terpreted to mean, ‘‘Go preach Christ.” 
After he had finished his remarks, another 
brother arose and ssid that he had no 
doubt that his brother had the vision that 
he described, but there might be a ques- 
tion about the interpretation of those let- 
ters. ‘‘I believe," said he, ‘‘that ‘G. P. 
C.’ meant, ‘Go pick cotton.’” 


A WELL-KNOWN family up-town had an 
eight-year-old urchin upon whom s revival 
at one of the churches has made a deep 
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not besuperseded untilthe census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 

o exist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 
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impression. 
mother the other night 


He astounded his 
by 


good 
saying, 


** Mammas, I'm going to church to-night 


to be converted.” 
means.” 


after.” 
dancing an 


** Converted, Jimmy? 
Why, vou do not understand what it 
“Yes, I do; and Iam going to 
join the church and be a Christian here- 
** Tf you do that, you must giv up 
going to the museum." 


** What is that? Must I quit going to the 


museum?” 


verted.” 


CAIN'8 WIFE. 


Where did be get her? 
Who was her brother? 
Had she a sister? 
Had she a mother? 
Was she pre-Adamic? 
Born before history? 
With her identity 
Shrouded in mystery? 
Maid of Phenicia 
Egypt. Arabia, 
Africa, India, 
Or sun-kissed Suabia? 
Who was her father? 
Was he a Viking, 
Cruising about 
Just to his liking 
Out of the whenceness 
Over the water? 
Into the where 
Bringing his daughter? 
Nativ of Norway, 
Denmark or Sweden, 
Lured by the charms 
Of the Garden of Eden? 
Blonde or brunet, 
Rounded or slender; 
Fiery or frigid, 
Haughty or tender? 
Why are her graces 
Unknown to fame? 
Where did Cain meet her? 
What was her name? 
Whisper it softly. 
Say ean it be 
The lady we seek 
Was it R. Haggard’s ‘‘She?” 
Tell me, ye sages, . 
Students of life, 
Answer my query: 
Who was Osin’s wife? 


** Oh, yes.” ‘‘ Then,” after a 
minute or two of earnest reflection, ‘‘I 
guess I'll go down and see the four-legged 
woman just once more before I am con- 
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Gems of Ehought. 


GRATITUDE is the memory of the heart. 
—Massien. 


. Every philosopher is cousin to an Athe- 
ist.—.A. de Musset, 


JEALOUSY is the homage that inferiority 
pays to merit.—Mme. de Pusisien. 


Every heroic act measures itself by its 
contempt of some external good.—FR. W. 
Emerson, 


Dourine a certain period each member 
must receive benefits in proportion to its 
incapacity. After that period, it must re- 
ceive benefits in proportion to its capacily. 
—JHerbert Spencer. 


DxzanapATION has been thoroughly tried, 
with its maimings and brandings, and the 
result was that those who inflicted the 
punishments became as degraded as their 
vietims, — Robert G. Ingersoll. 


OnE might as well attempt to calculate 
mathematically the contingent forms of 
the tinkling bits of glass in a kaleidoscope 
as to look through the tube of the future 
and foretell its pattern.— Beecher. 


EpucavE; extend the area of mental 
cultivation; broaden your acres of inves- 
tigation. The harvest is already in the 
hand that plants. The soil cannot be 
cheated into productivity.—Horace L. 
Traubel. 


Is it not true that Truth gets well if she 
is run over, by a locomotiy, while Error 
dies of lockjaw if she scratehes her finger? 
I never heard of a mathematician being 
alarmed for the safety of a demonstrated 
proposition, and I think that the dread 
of discussion generally implies feebleness 
of inward conviction. — Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, 


From the orthodox or the semi-orthodox 
oome all the querulous misgivings as to 
the nataral foundations of duty; all the 
assertions that the reasonableness of selfish 
license and selfish tyranny begin to ap- 
pear. Orthodoxy it is which in our time 
has reason to feel its own moral ground 
shaking under its feet, and consequently 
orthodoxy it is which, at any critical juno- 
ture, loses alike its faith in principle, and 
its hope in patience, and falls into action 
that is intemperate, irrational, sectarian, 
inhumane.—Miíss L. Bevington, in Fort- 
nightly Review. 


“ Leaves or Grass” is a monument to 
the faith of one man in himeelf, and in his 
essential purity and divinity inside and 
out. And this man’s faith in himself is 
his faith in all men. What he claims for 
one he claims for all. ‘‘ What I assume 
you shall assume, for every atom belong- 
ing to me as good belongs to you.” In 
celebrating himself he celebrated human- 
ity, and in identifying himself with crim- 
inals and offenders of all sorts he declares 
his universal brotherhood with all men. 
He does not giv us clarity and liberty, 
and fraternity, and equality, as senti- 
ments; he givs us the reality, and the re- 
ality is more than most people can stand. 
The sentiment of these things is very 
pretty, and we all love it and admire it, 
but the flesh and blood reality puts us to 
flight. —John Burroughs. 


Tun spirit 'of persecution seems not to 
: hav thoroughly departed from our coun- 
iry. In Maryland the Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists are persecuted in & manner that 
ought to arouse the indignation of every 
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Bruises and ALL PAIN. 
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American citizen irrespectiv of his race or 
creed. Why, these poor people are sur- 
rounded by mobs when they are worship- 
ing, pelted and pounded, and in one in- 
stance the Adventist minister had to fly 
for his life. In other instances arrests of 
Adventists hav been made for working on 
Sunday. This is an outrage upon all 
that our Constitution and our civilization 
guarantee, In all this be it said in honor 
of the Catholics, not a Catholic has been 
known to interfere with these honest wor- 
shipers. Protestants are the persecutors. 
Shame on Protestantism, that such crimes 
can truthfully be charged up to it.—Pro- 
gressiv Age. 


TH very common mental confusion 
which regards things evil as only good 
pressed too far, is continually shown in 
the common phrase about ''liberty đe- 
generating into license.” That is taking 
the name of liberty in vain. You cannot 
press a good principle too far. Liberty 
cannot degenerate into licentiousness; not 
any more than a diamond can degenerate 
into glass. Liberty can only be ascribed 
to a man as a member of society, and 
means his right to seek happiness, to de- 
velop his nature, to do his dutv, all to the 
best of his ability—in fact, his right to be 
a man—without hindrance from others or 
from the community, to whose well-being 
he is loyal. By its very essence, there- 
fore, liberty can never mean the destruc- 
tion of others’ liberty, the sway of brute 
force, or selfish defiance of the public wel- 
fare. —Moncure D. Conway. 


Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local applications, as they cannot reach the 
diseased p-rtion of the ear. There is only one 
way to cure Deafness, and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deatne.s is caused by an in- 
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the 
Eustachian Tube. When this tube eets inflamed 
you have a rambling sound or imperfect hearing, 
and when it is entirel closed deafness is the re- 
sult, and nnless the inflamation can be taken out 
and this tube restored to its nermal condition, 
hearing will be destroyed forever; nine cases out 
often are caused by catarrh, which is nothing 
but an inflamed condition of the mucous surfaces. 
We will giv One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that cannot be 
cured by Hall’s Catarrh Cure. Send for circu- 
lave, free. . J. CHENEY & CO , Toledo, O. 
=~ Sold by Druggists. 75c. 
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(1000 STANZAS) 


A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology. and applying the test of the 
Golden Rule to the world’s history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
a depend upon a recognition of the princi- 
ple tha 
" Right, and Right only, Makes Might.” 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas to each 
canto), as follows: 
L—Themis Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


ight. 
IL.—The Olympian Council. 
IL[.—The Goddesses in Consultation. 
IV.—YPhebus. Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 


in High Life 
V —Sket.h of World's His'ory to 19th Century. 
VI.—History of the United States. Twofold 
: Sectionalism. 
VIL—The Theory ard Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. 
VIT.—Reconetruction and Subsequent Politics. 
IX.—The Columbian Fxposition. 
X.—The Parliament of Religions and Its Sub- 
lime Lessons. 


400 pp., $1; holiday edition, $1.50. 
IHE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaxz J. ROMANES. 


As stematio Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion rogarang the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“ Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. |. - > Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been Possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 

akened to a new an 
Durs of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
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The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
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Colonel Ingersolls Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 
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Schopenhauers Celebrated 
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fully Set Forta. 
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WITPH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Futnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 


10 cents & copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Need 
It. 


A Desk Calendar is a necessity — 
most convenient kind of storehouse 
for memoranda. The Columbia Desk 
Calendar is brightest and handsomest 
of all— full of dainty silhouettes 
and pen sketches and entertaining 
thoughts on outdoor exercise and 
sport. Occasionally reminds you of 
the superb qualit; of Columbia Bi- 
cycles and of your need of one. 
You won't object to that, of course. 
The Calendar will be mailed for five 
2-cent stamps. 

Address Calendar Department, 
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(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal. 


" EADAK 
GOD AND HIS BOOK. 
When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll 
wrote to the author: "You haye earned the 
thanks of all who really think.’ It is a work of 
vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic hu- 
mor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing 
satire, of pathos and eloquence. Itis one of the 
heaviest iconoclasti^ broadsides ever fired at 
fus Jewish God and the Bible. Cloth, gold let- 
8*8. fh1.95. 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, 


AND HER GOD. ] 
The Rey. Archdeacon Farrar said that''Chris- 
tianity elevated the woman; it shrouded as 
with a halo of sacred innocence the tender 
` years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s 
work is to show the archdeacon his error, and 
he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
** This certainly is one of the most marvelous 
books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is 
convincing.” In two volumes, cloth, gilt-let- 


tered, $2.50. 

CHRISTIANITY and the SLAVE TRADE. 

A condensation of the known facts upon this 

subject, proving that Christianity did not abol- 

ish but aided this infamous trafüc in human 
beings. To which are added such comments as 
only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 

THE TRANSITION, . -— 

A consideration of the antagonism of the Bi- 

ble and Science, and of the question whether 

the veiled or allegorical portions of the Chris 
tion Bible can be interpreted by modern 
seience. Iu paper, 20 cents. 

ROSES AND RUE. R 

., Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of 

its subjects are: À Last Interview with a Man 

of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceti- 
cism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 

Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno: 

Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be called 

Saladin's own book, for it is poetry in prose, 

and is one of the books that lovers of strong 

literature like to read again and again. 
cloth, T and silver-lettered, $1.50. 

LAYS OF ROMANCE. 

This books reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, 

being romantic, historic verse, aglow in every 
page with the ener of a true and high poetic 
genius. Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 

ISAURE AND OTHER POEMS, 

The title poem is & story of intense passion, 
touchingly told. The other twenty poems are 
fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse 
reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 

A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 

By one whoenduredit Based upon a manu- 

script in the S ORE of Saladin. Paper, 10c. 

THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 

Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut 
down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
HIR in the hands of Saladin. Paper,10 cents. 

WHIRLWIND SOWN AND REAPED. 

A short story of clerical crime and villainy 

founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 

said: “This novel will command the same. or 
more, interest than Helen Gardener's story 

“Is This Your Son, My Lord?’” Paper, 25 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and Histcry 
of the New Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. Newmar. Price % sents. 
Addreas TAR TRIP REEKER, 


n DO YOU WANT IT 20 


Salesmen Wanted in every county salary or com- 
mission. No experience New "Tariff Bill giyes 
unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted. Manufacturers, 
P. Box 54808, Boston, Mass. 
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Bten cents, sealed in & plain envelove. 

Be siving causes and symptoms of thecu.u- 

A plaints, and g description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Oute 

ward Application positive cure—the only rems 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 


cess, Address, DR, R. P. FELLOWS, ^ 
Say where you saw thisadver. Vineland, N. Je 


i NOW ) EAD THIS, 


. * Dr. Fellowais a stench LIBERAL and a verr 


successful physician. Hehas treated DISEASES 

OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 

an outgrowth of this long practice, whioh should 
į give confidence to those afilioted. 
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TIO GEIS AFTER THE GOATS. 


Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats; for the Lord of hosts hath visited his flock 
the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle.— Zech. x, 8. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


Tux Japanese hav taken the fortress of 
Yung-Chen, 


NxEWwFOUNDLAND is seeking for admission 
to the Dominion of Canada. 


On Jan. 22 the Greek ministry resigned. 
A new one has since been formed. 


Pror, Acustus C. MERRIAM, of Colum- 
bia College, died in Athens on Jan. 19. 


Ricuarp F. Purricrew, Republican, is 
his own successor as Senator from South 
Dakota, 


J. FRANE Van Sant, a brilliant cartoon- 
ist of only twenty-three years, died in this 
city on the 26th inst. 


Governor KNurE Neuson, Republican, 
succeeds N. D. Washburn, Rep., a8 Sena. 
tor from Minnesota, 


Lucren Barer, Republican, of Leaven- 
worth, succeeds John Martin, Democrat, 
as Senator from Kansas, 


Tur New York Herald sends Col. John 
Cockrill to Tokio as its regular correspond- 
ent, at a salary of $10,000 per year. 


. THERE hav been opened 25,000 new 
schools in the Ottoman empire since the 
accession of the present Sultan in 1876. 


Tx Board of Health of Norwalk, Conn., 
condemned eight of the eleven public 
school buildings of that city as unfit for 
use. 


Tux treasurer of South Dakota has ab- 
sconded with about $350,000 belonging to 
the state, leaviug it on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy. 


In the New York assembly Lawson’s bill 
to prevent the display of foreign flags on 
public buildings was adopted by a vote of 
83 to 13. 


Two editions of Smollett’s writings are 
coming out soon in London, one in the 
Bohn Library and the other edited by 
George Saintsbury. 


AT the bye-election in the Evesham di- 
vision of Worcestershire (England), Colo- 
nel Long, Conservativ, was elected by a 
largely increased majority. : 


Tue Judiciary Committee of the House 
finally decided not to impeach Judge 
Ricks, of Ohio, against whom charges of 
receiving illegal fees had been made. 


Mzxxi00 and Guatemala are on the verge 
of a war over a boundary dispute. It is 
urged that the United States endeavor to 
secure & pacific settlement of the difficulty. 


Tue Spanish cabinet has averted a crisis 
by raising the import duty on foreign 
wheat and increasing the railway freight 
charges on grain from the seaboard to the 
interior. - 


Ix the German Reichstag last week the 
Secretary of the Imperial Treasury strongly 
urged the increase of duties on American 
cotton seed oil, for the farther protection 
of German producers. 


M. pe LawmTsHEERE, president of the 
Belgian House of Representativs, resigned 
on Jan. 25 becsuse the majority would not 
render him the aid he wanted in fighting 
the obstruetiv tactics of the Socialists, 


Tue Senate by a vote of 24 to 22 sus- 
tained President Cleveland’s policy of 
non-interference in foreign affairs, 
Pettigrew, Rep., voting with the Demo- 
crats and the Populists with the Republi- 
Cans. 


Governor NznsoN, of Minnesota, has 
appointed Mrs. L, P. Hunt, of Mankato, 
as woman representativ from that state to 
the Cotton States and International Expo- 
oo at Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 18 to Dec. 31, 
1895. 


GzoncE C. Prnkrws, Republican, ap- 
pointed to fill the unexpired term of 
Senator Leland Stanford, pending the 
election of the latter’s successor, was on 
Jan. 20 elected to the position. Term ex- 
pires in 1897. 


On Jan.22 President Saenz Pena, of Argen- 
tina, sent in his resignation because of the 
action of the congress in granting amnesty, 
which he declared was a stimulas to mili- 
tary anarchy and a discredit to the nation. 
He was in the third year of his second six- 
year term. 


Tux death on Jan. 24 of Lord Randolph 
Henry Spencer Churchill removes from 
the scene one of the men who did much to 
make the pathway of Charles Bradlaugh a 
hard and thorny one, Churchill was of 
the famous Malboroughs and was born 
Feb. 13, 1849. . 


A STRING of five coal barges in tow of 
the tug Sea King foundered in a sudden 
snow storm on Long Island Sound on the 
night of Jan. 25 and thirteen people were 
drowned, including women and children. 
Lives were also lost by the storm on the 
Massachusetts coast. 


Tue suit of John G. Moore, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to restrain the collec- 
tion of the income tax has been dismissed. 
The president has signed the Urgent De- 
ficiency bill which contains the appropria- 
tion for the collection of this impost, 
and so it may' be considered as settled that 
the tax is established for the present, 


Tus report of the Bureau of Statistics 
shows that the total volume of our exports 
—including silver bullion—during 1894 
was $872,000,000, as against $922,190,000 
in 1893. Imports in 1894 were worth $690, - 
280,000, and in 1893 $794,000,000. Thus 
our exports in 1894 exceeded our imports 
by #181, 720,000, and in 1893 by $128,190,- 
000. 


Epwin O. Quietey, the Wall street 
broker, whose wholesale forgeries of bonds 
was the sensation of the city when dis- 
covered last week and who confessed at 
once when arrested, was on Jan. 25 sen- 
tenced by Recorder Goff to imprisonment 
in Sing Sing for fifteen years and six 
months. Quigley was the son of a Metho- 
dist minister. 


NioHonAs OAnnovirTOH De Gikns, Rus- 


sian Minister of Foreign Affairs, died in: 


St. Petersburg on Jan. 26, He was the 


: descendant of a Swedish colonel, had Fin- 

i nish blood in his veins, and entered the 
diplomatic service in 1841. He would hav 
been 75 years old next May. He consum- 
mated the Franco. Russian alliance which 
has so disturbed Germany during the last 
two years. 


M. Bovurerois failed in his attempt to 
form a new French cabinet, as he had 
failed to form one after the fall of the 
Freycinet ministry in 1892. M. Ribot has 
succeeded in organizing a new ministry; 
President Faure sent in his first message, 
and the Chamber of Deputies voted by an 
overwhelming majority a general amnesty 
to persons convicted of offenses against 
the state, the Press laws, and for offenses 
connected with strikes. 


Tue treasury reserve of gold continues 
to decrease rapidly. Part that is taken out 
is for export, and the rest apparently for 
domestic hoarding. The reserve is lower 
than ever before. President Cleveland 
sends a special message to Congress recom- 
mending the retirement of legal tenders 
and treasury notes, the issuance of $500,- 
000,000, of fifty year, 3 per cent gold bonds, 
the payment of duties in gold alone, per- 
mission to the banks to issue notes of not 
less than $10 to face value of bonds de- 
posited except 2 per cents, and the replace- 
ing of silver certificates of $10 and over by 
silver certificates of less denominations. 


Tue Brooklyn trolley car strike contin- 
ues. An increasing number of the lines 
hav been run from day to day, but at no 
time hav the cars put out equaled half of 
the total usually run. About seven thou- 
sand soldiers were on guard to Jan. 29, and 
a largely augmented police force. Some of 
the linemen hav gone out to aid the motor- 
men. It is generally stated that but a 
comparativly small portion of the violence 
—of which there has been s great deal— 
was committed bythe strikers, Most of it 
is laid to the charge of the criminal classes 
of the two cities. Two men hav been 
killed, neither of them strikers or rowdies. 
To date the non-union men, soldiers, police- 
men, and citizens hav been the principal 
sufferers, so far as physical injuries are 
concerned. Judge Gaynor has issued an 
alternativ mandamus, returnable in twenty 
days, requiring the Brooklyn Heights 
Company to show cause why its charter 
should not be forfeited through its failure 
to maintain its lines in usual running 
order. On the night of Jan. 28 the First 
Brigade was withdrawn. Severe rioting 
insued, and the police had sharp fights 
with rioters. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Huxley. 


Evouvrion AND EmHriOs, AND OTHER Es- 
says. By Thomas H. Huxley. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. Cloth, 12mo., 
333 pp. Price, $1.25. : 
This volume is No. 9 of the Collected 

Essays of Mr. Huxley, and contains five 

chapters, made up of these papers: ‘‘ Evo- 

lution and Ethics, Prolegomena" [1894]; 

“ Evolution and Ethics ” [1898]; ‘‘ Science 

and Morals ” [1886]; **Capital—the Mother 

of Labor" [1890]; ‘‘Social Diseases and 

Worse Remedies" [1891], consisting of 

“ Preface," **'The Struggle for Existence 

in Human Society," *'*Letters to the 

Times," ‘‘ Legal Opinions," **The Arti- 

cles of War of the Salvation Army.” 

In the first essay of this book Professor 
Huxley remarks that ‘‘the greatest re- 
strainer of the anti-social tendencies of 
men is fear, not of the law, but of the 
opinion of their fellows. The conventions 
of honor bind men who break legal, moral, 
and religious bonds," Every step in ad- 
vance in social growth brings men into 
more close relations with their fellows, 
‘and increases the importance of the 
pains and pleasures derived from sympa- 
thy.” The evolution of the feelings here 
indicated (those feelings being the mate- 
rial out of which the primitiv bonds of so- 
ciety are so largely forged) ‘‘into the or- 
ganized and personified sympathy we call 
conscience,” Mr. Huxley denominates the 
‘t ethical process," Of it he says: ‘‘So 
far as it tends to make any human society 
more efficient in the struggle for existence 
with the state of nature or with other so- 
cieties, it works in harmonious contrast 
with the cosmic process. But it is none 
the less true that, since law and morals 
are restraints upon the struggle for exist- 
ence between men in society, the ethical 
process is in opposition to the principle of 
the cosmic process, and tends to the sup- 
pression of the qualities beat fitted for suc- 
cess in that struggle.” i 

In the chapter entitled **Capital—the 
Mother of Labor," the economie problem 
is considered from a physiological point of 
view, and the positions of Henry George 
are attacked in a very aggressiv fashion. 
Altogether, **Evolutionand Ethics” is one 
of the most interesting and thought-pro- 
voking of the series, which is not faint 
praise, for Mr. Huxley is always readable, 
even if one is not in every instance able to 
accept his conclusions, It is a great pity 
that books of this class are not more 
widely read. What Sunday newspaper or 
newspaper syndicate will be the pioneer of 
a movement for the popularization of sci- 
entific, sociological, and economic litera- 
ture that is something better than trash? 


SEN, 


Something at 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE ; 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 
For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and. 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


WITH DAUGHTER’S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
"Life," by "the prince of orators, "Gol. 'R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the oard 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, ‘ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 conte, post paid. 

HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
M Lafayette vlaga. New York, 
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TO OUR FRIENDS: 


Don’t you know some Freethinker who 


AVAVAV, 


does not now, but who would subscribe to THE 


VAVANANVAVAM. 


TRUTH SEEKER if YOU called his attention to 


the Paper? 
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*» PREMIUMS 


me TRUTH SEEKER 


. When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


= For $6.50 we wil send Taz TaurH SEEKER one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 
= The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itis radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS oF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church 


ocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


S PEC I A L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT ” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated ®y, WATSON 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of HESTON, 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


IUIS N ALAAN ee 


NN 


For $5 we willsend Taz Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tux Truru Szexer one year ($3) and * The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Truru Szexrr one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is asplendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tax Truru Sxzzkrn one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Taura SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Trurm SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

. For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru Szexzr one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


x The Freethinker’s Badge-p 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION, 


NN 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
il be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
IEEKER ono year for 85. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER ana [he Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons"and TauTB Ñ ER, $5. Either kind (Te 8 8 
gilt bowl, 500. more, Address THE TRUTH BEEK ERG ; WIEN oF Sugan); Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


Six 5 


Single subscription, one year, 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


— oF— i 


The Truth Seeker. 


W Drafts, Checho and Money Ordera, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


——ee2—__—_ 


Gea TERMS MD 
SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 


Taree months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 
Si x T3 a 1.50 one remittance, = + = = 2. 2. $700 
3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in d 
Dne suhscription two years, “ Li - 5.00 one remittance, LLL 8.50 
“wo new subscribers, " se c 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
ine subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, - 5 a a se č a 10.00 
remittance, - - . e . - 5.00 


(x^ Fill out the accompanying Subscription 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine’s "Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting people 
read Tur TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 
following offer : 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


We feel confident that everyone who reads THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 


effort to send us one or 
A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months' subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankfulif they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


it is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
«iil get his own for $2; by gettiug two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /?ee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates, 
This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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The Xxuifi Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for somm year 


fuclosed find $in payment of the same. 
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FOUNDED BY D, M. BENNETT. 


E. M, MAODONALD, - - - = + Editor and Manager, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advan0e.......-.sssseccsscessowncsenes $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance.. evo 
Two new subscribers.. S. 9 00 
One subscription with one new (subscriber, i in one remittance. $5 00 
One sabaorlption with two new subscribers, In one remit- 

7 


One ooien with four new Luar iue in one Dd 
tance secseees. LO 00 

Any number over five ab the same rate, invariably ‘with one 
remittance. lj 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 

postal order, drayt on New York, or by registered letter. 

` Address communications and make drafts, oheoks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAO DONALD, 
% Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Truth Seeker Annual for 1895 


HAS A CONTRIBUTION BY 
THE EDITOR 
i ON 


* FREETHOUGHT IN THE UNITED STATES: 
1891-1894.” 


Next Week. 
In Tur Trure Srrxer of February 16 Joan Prox 
will hav something to say about 
«THE CHURCH AND ITS METHODS —ITS 
` POWER AND ITS WEAKNESS." 


A Governor Shocks Some Ministers. 

Governor Fishback of Arkansas recently ex- 
pressed an opinion as to the proper way to deal 
with certain social wrongs, and for this opinion was 
severely called to account by the Pastors’ Associa- 
tion of Little Rock. He addressed a reply to them 
in the form of an open letter, in which, while claim- 
ing to be more deeply interested in religion and 
' morality than they were, he excoriated them very 
deftly; in effect telling them that they did not 
know anything abóut the matters concerning which 
they presumed to set themselvs up as authorities, 
and intimating that they could not truthfully giv 
themselvs as good a certificate of character as he 
therein wrote out for himself. In the course of his 
letter he introduced a bit of history to illustrate his 
central contention. He said: 

* Some years ago, about the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century, there was some swamp land east of 
Edinburgh, in Scotland, whose miasmas during 
each spring bred diseases and death among 
the farmers. The more sensible people of the com- 
munity petitioned the authorities to hav the swamp 
land drained. The pastors of the neighborhood, 
who, we may safely assume, were of & pattern simi- 
lar to the authors of your resolutions, protested to 
the premier of England against what they termed a 
sacrilegious blasphemy. These diseases and deaths 
said they, are visitations of divine providence upon 
the people for their sins, and for: the state to inter- 
fere was an insult to the deity. ‘The prime minis- 


ter, however, was & man of sense, and he ordered 
the swamp drained. As a natural consequence the 
diseases disappeared and the visitations of the Lord 
ceased.” 

Inquiring as to the cause of the slow progress of 
moral reformation, the governor asks the preachers 
if they know why this is, and he says: “ Intelligent, 
sensible people, who are at all observant of passing 
events, will tell you that the chief obstacle in the 
way of religious and moral progress has been hy- 
pocrisy and folly. A few men who arrogate to 
themselvs leadership in religious and moral reforms 
are constantly bringing both into contempt, either 
through hypocrisy or blind, fanatical, unreasoning 
folly.” Then he tells the ministers whom he is ad- 
dressing that they are of this class, that he appre- 
ciates the situation fully, did not expect them to 
sanction the views he had expressed, and hence is 
not atall surprised at their resolutions. Following 
this he observes that one of his saddest reflections 
in connection with “our holy religion” is that “in 
too many instances its direction is falling into the 
hands of narrow-minded men. If there is another 
regret, sadder still, it is that the more sensible por- 
tion of our Christian ministry seems powerless to 
assume its leadership.” And he closes with these 
words: “I am, with all the respect I can enforce 
myself to feel, very truly yours.” 

The governor appears to us to be looking at the 
wrong side of the shield; he fails to see that it is 
himself who has moved, instead of the ministers 
whom he censures. He has gone forward more 
than they hav retrograded. He has to a certain ex- 
tent freed himself from the dominion of supersti- 
tion and stepped out beyond the church. He is 
less rather than more Christian than the ministers, 
and when he gets rid, if he should, of the absurd 


| faith he has in a God who does nothing for the re- 


lief of those whom Governor Fishback pities he will 
be still better qualified to point out the delinquen- 
cies of the clergy. After all, it is the creed, a survi- 
val from ages of appalling darkness, which is the 
stumbling-block in the way to better conceptions 
and conditions. 


Church Taxation Agitation in Wisconsin. 

It is expected that the present legislature of Wis- 
consin will be called upon to face the question of 
taxation of church property, and the state is ring- 
ing with the discussion of the important subject. 
The papers are talking about it, the ministers are 
giving from their pulpits their opinions pro and 
con, and some of the churches are opening to lay 
debate upon the issues presented. This last feature 
is perhaps the most remarkable of all, for when the 
church becomes the arena of debate, especially on 
such a subject, we may be sure that the leaven of 
free inquiry has worked its way through the whole 
mass of society. 

We learn from the Milwaukee Sentinel that on 
the evening of January 23 there was a discussion of 
this question in the Hanover Street Congregational 
church of that city, participated in by City Clerk 
Anderson and L. W. Halsey, an attorney; Mr. An- 
derson arguing for taxation and Mr. Halsey for the 
continuance of exemption. The latter gentleman 
seems to hav been very much confused in his 
thought, as will hereafter appear. He said that the 
constitution forbade an established church and a 
religious test as to citizenship, but * the state con- 
stitution began by saying that the people were 
‘grateful to Almighty God for our freedom,’ con- 
tinuing by according every man the right ‘to wor- 
ship Almighty God "according to the dictates of his 
own conscience, and assuring every man that he 
should not be compelled to ‘ attend, erect, or sup- 


port any place of worship, or to maintain any min- 
istry against his consent.’ It provided that ‘no 
preference be given by law to any religious estab- - 
lishments,’ nor should ‘any money be drawn from 
the treasury for the benefit of religious societies,’ 
etc. He said that it would be seen that while the 
church and state were apparently divorced, there 
was nevertheless breathed into the constitution the 
sentiment and purpose of maintaining religion and 
encouraging religious education.” Were it not for 
the constitutional acknowledgment of the god 
fetich, that disjunctiv “but” would be entirely out 
of place where used by Mr. Halsey, for all the other 
clauses quoted by him from the state constitution 
are distinctly inhibitiv of the union of church and 
state, as anyone. not religion-blind can see at a 
glance. By what peculiar process of self-delusion 
can a reputable lawyer gain his own consent to con- 
tend for the exemption of church property from 
taxation in face of the constitution’s explicit denial 
of the right of the state to compel any citizen to 
“attend, erect, or support any place of worship, or 
to maintain any ministry,” or to permit any money 
to be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of 
religious societies! After reading what he quoted 
from the constitution, by what mental legerdemain 
can he reach the conclusion that in Wisconsin 
church and state are only * apparently divorced" (if 
the constitution is obeyed), and that there is 
«breathed into the constitution the sentiment and 
purpose of maintaining religion and encouraging 
religious education”? Does he indeed know so little 
of law, and is his comprehension of the meaning of 
words so limited, that he cannot realize the differ- 
ence between protecting the citizen in his right to 
worship or to abstain from worship and maintain- 
ing religion by the state? Does he think that pro- 
tection and maintenance (support) are synonymous ? 

Mr. Halsey took occasion to repeat and emphasize 
his assertion that the separation of church and 
state is only apparent, and he added that “there is 
no real severance; in fact, there is a charming 
unity.” Again we deny that the Constitution of the 
United States or the constitutions of most of the 
states provide for or even tolerate such a union. It 
is readily conceded by well-informed theocrats—of 
whom Mr. Halsey does not appear to be one—that 
the principle of secularism is solidly intrenched in 
the organic law, and that therefore the task that is 
imposed upon them is the amendment of the fun- 
damental instruments of the nation and the states 
so that the theocratic principle may be ingrafted 
thereon and the state and federal statutes which 
are in conflict with the existing prohibitions of these 
instruments may receive ex post facto legalization. 
There is indeed a “charming unity” between the 
politicians and the preachers, and they hav con- 
spired to disregard the constitution and feed the 
churches at the public crib, but all the legislativ 
acts that authorize this diversion of public funds to 
sectarian uses are unconstitutional and void, and 
will be swept away as soon as the people awake to _ 
the fact that they are the victims of cabals of design- 
ing ecclesiastics and complaisant and self-seeking 
legislators. And they are awakening. 

The Milwaukee lawyer instanced the kinds of 
property that are exempt from taxation in his state, 
including in the enumeration the property of the 
state itself. This is another evidence of his inca- 
pacity to grasp the problem—does he not know 
that for the state to tax its own property would be 
of no possible advantage to the taxpayers, as all 
the property that the state has—save grants from 
the federal government—is the product of the tax- 
ation of its own people? The man who increased 
his hoard by taking money out of one pocket and 
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putting it into another, was just as wise as would 


be the state which should tax its own property. 


There is no possible parallel between the exemption 


of state property, the possession of all the people, 
and the exemption of the property of the church, 
the possession of private associations of the peo- 
ple. So long as compulsory contributions to the 
treasury of the state are exacted from the people 
there can be no justice in the exemption of churches 
or educational and charitable institutions not owned 
by all the citizens. It is useless to talk of the 
alleged gratuitous nature of the work of the 
churches and their auxiliary institutions. It is a 
matter of common notoriety that they are organized 
on a substantial business basis and that more money 
sticks in the pockets of their managers and em- 
ployees, in the form of salaries, than goes out to 
relieve distress. This is natural; all complicated 
machinery is costly. It may do good work, or it 
may tend to the increase of dependence and pau- 
perism and so ultimately result in adding to instead 
of subtracting from the burdens of the state, but 
there is no valid reason why all these institutions 
should not be placed on an equality before the law; 
the fittest will survive, and the taxstion of all will 
help to determin which are the fittest. There is 
no middle ground between the equal and uniform 
taxation of all private property and the leaving of 
the state to be supported by voluntary contribu- 
tions, as was once done in the case of the Free 
Cities of Germany. There is neither sense nor 
justice in taxing so-called secular property and ex- 
empting that of religious corporations. 


Mr. Halsey tries to show that the state will gain 
nothing in a financial way by the taxation of church 
wealth, and in order to carry conviction to the 
minds of his hearers he did not hesitate to use 
statistics in a manner to suit himself first and last. 
He puts the total valuation of church property in 
the United States at $450,000,000, while the United 
States census says that it was $670,000,000 in 1890. 
That he had the true figures at hand is demon- 
strated by the fact that he givs the value of this 
kind of property in Wisconsin as $14,612,061, which 
is & little more than that given by the census. 
Then he makes his calculations on the basis of a one 
per cent tax, which is only about half the actual 
average annual rate of assessment. On this basis 
the receipts from the churches would be annually 
$1,340,000, instead of $450,000 as figured by Mr. 
Halsey, a difference in favor of taxation of almost 
three to one. The advocate of exemption asked 
how far the $450,000 which the states would receive 
according to his calculations would go “in compar- 
ison with the general work of religious associations?’ 
and he added-—“ Why, the American Board of 
Foreign Missions expended roundly $500,000 the 
past year in carrying our civilization and Christian- 
izing influences to foreign lands.” The gentleman 
is wild. What has the state to do with the expen- 
ditures of the missionary societies? Why should 
it order its system of taxation with reference to the 
work those societies are doing in “ heathen lands"! 
To do what he implies it should do would be to 
frankly vote a certain sum each year to the churches 
for the “ Christianizing” of the Asiatic and African 
worlds. Of course we are voting money into the 
coffers of the church, but we try to disguise the 
fact by the foolish claim that exemption is not 
equivalent to appropriation. It has remained for 
Mr. Halsey to direct the scrutiny of the taxpayer 
to this very point, and he will hav none but himself 
to thank if his address weakens instead of strength- 
ens the hold of the church on the purse of the state. 
Every one must now see that the money which the 
churches save by the exemption of their property 
from taxation is really money voted out of the 
pockets of the individual taxpayers into those of 
the treasurers of the religious organizations. In 
the light of this undeniable fact what becomes of 
the guarantee of the constitution that no citizen 
shall be compelled to build or support a place of wor- 
ship or contribute to the maintenance of a ministry? 
Why, Mr. Halsey even wants him to be forced to 
donate something for the support of foreign misg- 
sions! No wonder he thinks that there is a “charm- 
ing unity” of church and state in this country. 


is qualified to decide in the premises. 
of the exemptionist is sound, the same argument 
could be legitimately used to justify the direct ap- 
propriation to the church of money from the treas- 
ury of the state. 
moral sentiments of our citizens,” that talk is 
nauseating. A man whose “moral sentiments” 
are shocked by the proposal to lay the burdens of 
taxation upon the society that owns a piece of 
property instead of upon somebody who does not 
care for the society or its objects should hasten to 
supply himself with a set of civilized moral senti- 
ments. 
of security in the neighborhood. 


In conclusion, Mr. Halsey said that “the taxa- 
tion of churches would work a revolution of our 
social economics and be a menace to our peace, an 
unjust burden to the generous and benevolent, a 
shock to all the moral sentiments of our citizens.” 
The “revolution in our social economics” cannot 
come too soon, but it will be a revolution only in the 
sense that it will be a return to the sound principle 
of total separation of the civil and the ecclesiastical 
which was 80 wisely embodied in the Constitution, 
and that kind of a revolution will be warmly wel- 
comed by all who desire justice and fear the en- 
croachments of sacerdotalism. The taxation of the 
churches will not “be a menace to our peace,” un- 
less they mean to precipitate a rebellion if they are 
taxed. Do they? There would not be any “un- 
just burden” laid on the “generous and benevo- 
lent;” it must always be assumed that he who 
receives & gift is the one to pay for its protection 
rather than those who hav not received it. When 
money or land is given to the churches, their ad- 
herents and not the non-church members of the 


community ought to pay the taxes that should be 


assessed against it, for they and not the others hav 
the benefit of the property. It is futile to say that 
all share in the benefits which the church is sup- 
posed to confer. Hach must judge for himself as 
to the advantage the church is to him; no one else 
If this plea 


As to the alleged “shock to the 


The change will add greatly to the sense 


The address of City Clerk Anderson was admi- 


rable in spirit and matter, and was a complete refu- 
tation of the arguments of Mr. Halsey and others 
of his school. 
space for it in the Taz Trura Sezxer. A good 
abstract of it appears in the Milwaukee Sentinel of 
January 24. 


We much regret that we do not hav 


Late Movements of the Enemy. 
Some little time ago the city council of Niagara 


Falls, New York, in response to a petition, set apart 
a portion of Erie avenue for the use of those citizens 
who wished to speed their horses. 
Sunday the sleighing was good, and so there were 


On a recent 


a number of the horsemen out enjoying themselvs. 
There was no racing, no boisterousness, no betting. 
Nobody, apparently, had any cause to be disturbed 
by the recreation of the business and professional 
men who thus sought relaxation from their labors. 
But your average minister is always disturbed when 
he sees people having a good time on Sunday in- 
stead of listening to his dry sermonizing about 
something of which he knows no more than his un- 
happy auditors. It happened that the Interna- 
tional Ministerial Association was in session at 
Niagara Falls that day and they could not let pass 
the opportunity to meddle in something which in 
no wise concerned them. They adopted some reso- 
lutions severely condemning the horsemen and call- 
ing upon the officials to rigorously enforce the law 
against “Sabbath breaking,” quoting for their 
guidance the part of the penal code which we are 
striving to havrepealed. They had the audacity to 
make this demand notwithstanding the fact that 
they were on the same day engaged in their regular 
business. Their resolutions were published and 
commented upon by the local papers. Then one of 
our subscribers, who was a participant in the “ dese- 
cration” of the “Sabbath,” sent a spirited, well- 
written, and argumentativ protest to the Cataract. 
It was printed, accompanied by a fair but not par- 
ticularly clear editorial The next day the Gazette 
had a short editorial, evidently written by a clergy- 
man or under the immediate dictation of one, which 
for cool impudence surpasses anything we hav seen 


in a newspaper for some time. The action of the 
ministerial Association is indersed and then this 
follo ws: 

“There is no reason why the question should be at- 
gued. Noone should ask for argument on the subjeot. 
The only thing to be done is to revoke the permit unless 
such occurrences as those of last Sunday are discontinued." 

Of course the Sabbatarians want no argument 
argument is fatal to them. How quickly they would 
muzzle the press as well as stop all amusements on 
their collection day! 

“Tt is an insult to the local clergy; it is an insult to 
Christianity; it is a severe reflection on the city to print 
such a communication as that which appeared last night 
in a paper in this city. If the liberty granted to lovers 
of rapid driving by the council is destined to encourage 
the growth of the sentiments expressed in the communi- 
cation referred to the permit should be repealed at once.” 


` It is an insult to the local clergy to differ from 
them, to object to being deprived of the commonest 
rights of the citizen at their dictation! It has come 
to this that the ordinary member of the community 
has no rights that the minister of God is bound to 
respect—he must not even express his opinion in 
the newspaper. It is an insult to Christianity also 
to demand equality before the law! But why was 
the printing of our subscriber’s letter a “ severe 
reflection on the city "? How is the city responsible 
for his views or the expression of them? Are we 
to understand from this that the city should hav 
forbidden the publication of such communications? 
It looks very much that way, especially when we 


read in the same connection the assertion that if 


the permission given to speed horses on Erie 
avenue tends to encourage the growth of the sen- 
timents expressed by our friend that permission 
should be withdrawn. This is tantamount to the 
assertion that it is proper to prevent the growth of 


certain opinions regarding the observance of Sun- 


day by punishing a class of citizen which is sup- 


posed to include those who entertain the obnoxious 
opinions. How free we should be with God in the 


Constitution and only Christian men in office! 
In Connecticut the Sundayites are just now hav- 


ing things their own way. Bridgeport and South- 
ington were first to feel the Puritanie wave, and 


there are not yet any indications of its receding. 
The movement is a concerted one, and is a part of 
a Sabbath crusade which is national in extent and 


is engineered from the headquarters of the Sabbath 
Union. 


This may not appear on the surface, but 
those who read the organs of the Sabbatarian and 
theocratic organizations are well aware that there 


is p2rfect harmony of purpose from Maine to Cali- 


fornia. It has been decided in the councils of the 
militant religious party that it will be easier to win 
the fight in detail than it will be to secure a national 
Sunday law at present. That is to come later. But 
to return to Connecticut: Every barber shop was 
closed in Bridgeport, and the Herald tells how 
those who had not shaved themselvs for years were 
now obliged to do so and came to church with cut 
cheeks, scarred chins, and scratched throats. These 
do not deserve our pity. The man who will sneak 
away to church after it has thus tyrannized over 
him has not the spirit of a fly and deserves all the 
trouble he gets. Were it not for such slaves as 
these the Sunday laws would not remain on the 
statute books of a single civilized state another 
year. In Southington the raid is led by a Baptist 
minister named John C. Barker. There on a recent 
Sunday everything was closed except one barber 
shop, the proprietor of which, Jacob Heinrich, when 
notified by Barker that his place must be shut up, - 
defied the minister to do it, and threatens retalia- 
tion if he is meddled with by the grand juror to 
whom Barker made a complaint against him. It 
seems that Barker rendered himself liable under 
the law, for after service he went to a livery man, 
hired a rig, and, with two strangers, drove about 
the city to see if anyone was violating the law! It 
is to be hoped that he will be brought up with a 
round turn for this. No Sunday papers were sold, 
to the intense disgust of the lovers of the news- 
paper. Many of the broader-minded citizens of 
these places threaten to go further than the minis- 
ters in the enforcement of the law, with the object 
of producing a reaction and securing its repeal. 
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The St. Louis ‘Globe-Democrat reports that Sen- 
ator Orchard introduced in the legislature of that 
state a bill to enact a new section making more in- 
inclusiv and severe the law against Sunday amuse- 
ments and games. It reads as follows: 

** Every person who shall be convicted of horse-racing 
cock-fighting, playing cards, playing base-ball, playing 
at foot-ball, or games of any kind, or any person who 
shall manage or aid in the management of any such 
games, or who shall rent, lease, or allow buildings or 
grounds under their control to be used for such purposes, 
or any person who shall keep theaters or playhouses open 
on the first day of the week, commonly called Sunday, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and fined not 
legs than $50 nor more than $500,” : 

If this bill becomes a law Missouri will hav one 
of the most intolerable Sunday statutes in the 
Union. In regard to its prospects, the Globe- 
Democrat says that members of the assembly who 
liv in cities of any size do not favor it, but in many 
of the rural districts it is quite popular. The au- 
thor of the measure is a lawyer, and livs in the vil- 
lage of West Plains. It seems to us that every 
interest of civilization demands that cities should 
hav the right of self-government. Let them hav 
the opportunity to show what greater freedom can 
do for mankind, and their example will ‘stimulate 


soll’s lecture on Voltaire to the printer last week, 
and that individual asseverated that it would all ‘be 
in shape for the reader sometime this week. With 
due allowance for the fallibility of printers—whereof 
we know something ourselvs—we believe the pam- 
phlet will be ready about the time this reaches the 
readers of this paper. 
some style as “‘Shakspere” and “Lincoln,” and the 
price will be the same—25 cents. 
supply at the earliest moment, and hope to hav 
many orders to fill therefrom. 


their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
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not claim to do more than put into writing what 
had come down by tradition to his generation. 
But more wonderful than Luke's “verbatim re- 
ports" is Talmage’s cool ignoring of the results of 
the researches of the scholars and critics of this age. 


nl a re, 
Mr. Farrell took the manuscript of Colonel Inger- 


It will be in the same hand- 


We shall hava 


We wish our readers would look at the date on 


If they find they do, it will be a great favor 


city council of Williamsport, Pa. (immediately af- 
ter & convention of the National Reform Associa- 
tion had been held in that town), passed a new 
ordinance which made it a misdemeanor for a 
tradesman to permit his neighbors to gather in his 
place of business on Sunday. This, understand, 
was made a distinct offense, regardless of whether 
the store or shop was or was not open, for purposes 
of trade. 
is because the church, whenever she has had the 
necessary power, has always acted in this blindly 
tyrannical way that we say she has proved herself 
to be the unrelenting enemy of civilization. 
age she has for the time being wrecked the temper- 
ance movement on the rocks of despotic fanaticism. 


Could bigoted stupidity go further? It 


In this 


ha ge AL RSCVS 
The fall and winter being more particularly the. 


reading season, and naturally the renewing of 
subscription season, we hope that our friends will 
make a little effort to send Tue Truru Szzxzr some 
new subscribers. 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic and dullness in the business world, 
and we need some more to take their places and push 


A good many of our old ones 


on the work. Our friends hav never failed usin an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium 
Offers printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 


the lagging outlying districts to push forward in 
the race. As it is now those who would forge ahead 
ate held back by the others who will not, and thus 
all are kept down in the valley of darkness. The 
existing system is almost without exception an ad- 
vantage to the reactionist and bigot and a handicap 
to the progressist and the Liberal. 


at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn’t mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 
Works. 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine’s “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 
us to lower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: 


AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Eight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 


THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke's attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 


50 SATIS GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo., 800 pp. cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. This book and Taz Teura SEEKER 
one year, $5. 

PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 
containing Common Sense, Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1. 

PAINE’S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One vol- 
ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. With Life of Paine and 


steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 
We hope all our readers will do their best to 
scatter these splendid works all over the country. 


Dr. Talmage is nothing if not outre and sensa- 
tional. In one of his late sermons in the Academy 
of Musie he said, referring to the gospel of Luke: 
«That was written by a practicing physician and 
an inspired reporter named Luke. . God bless all 
reporters, even though they are not inspired. God 
bless them.” What an “anchor to windward » 
with the reporting fraternity ! Talmage is a shrewd 
business man even if he did serve his God so unac- 
ceptably that that choleric gentleman burned his 
Tabernacle three times. He continued: “ While 
Luke was not aequainted with modern stenography, 
his verbatim reports of what Jesus Christ said are 


wonderful" We should think they were, especially 
when we take into consideration the fact that he did 


dues to giv others their due. 


If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 


upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 


and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week address their communications to the editor of 
the Penny Press, & daily of Minneapolis, Minn. 
Commenting editorially upon the address of Arch- 


bishop Ireland in response to the recent lecture of 


Colonel Ingersoll in that city, the Minneapolis pa- 
per says, in part: 


**Treland may not know any more about God, the Bible 
or its inspired origin, than Ingersoll—and he probably 
does not, for Ingersoll is as great a student as Ireland. 
The difference is, however, that Ireland is willing to take 
some things for granted; and in the absence of all other 
information, in the light of all the research of the litera- 
ture of the world, is willing to admit that a doctrin which 
tends to elevate mankind, to advance civilization, to 
assist humanity in this world, and to prophesy an eternal 
life of progress hereafter is certainly a much safer per- 
son to follow, a much more desirable teacher from whom 
to receive instructions, than he who, without offering any 


substitute, undertakes to overthrow the bulwark of our 
Civilizations, to destroy every hope of the future, and to 


substitute for a faith in a brighter, better, and more pro- 
gressiv hereafter, nothing but death, despair, and anni- 
hilation.” 

Show that the prudent man will not “take for 
granted” that for which there is no analogy in his 
own experience or the authenticated experience of 
the race; that the Christian doctrin has not, on the 


whole, tended to “elevate mankind, to advance 
civilization, to assist humanity in this world,” and 


that its alleged prophecy of “an eternal life of 
progress hereafter” has been for the few only whose 
minds were capable of accepting as true the ridicu- 
lous dogmas of the church. In this connection we 
want to say that we are encouraged by the length- 
ening of the enrollment list of the Corps and hope 
to receive many more names within a very short 
time. 


Mr. F. M. Holland (on page 86) referring to the 
statement of the Evening Post that the saloon is 
the only place where the poor man can meet and 
converse with his fellows on terms of equality, and 
in comfort, cogently argues that if the law per- 
mitted the small shops where papers, cigars, sta- 
tionery, groceries and other similar articles are sold, 
to be open on Sunday they would be convenient 
meeting places and would keep large numbers out 
of the saloons. This is very true, but just see the 
attitude toward such common-sense arrangements 


rians} As noted in these columns af the time, the 


which is taken and doggedly held by the Sabbata- 


word for us to their Liberal acquaintances. 


To those who feel like presenting Taz Truru 


Szexer for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Trial Subscription offer opens the way ata small 


cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom Tur 


Truru Szexezr is first sent this way become perma- 
nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 


of mental liberty. - 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance to subscribe, and sent Tue Trora SEEKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
all the Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 
scribe. We need them all. 


gg 5 

A minister of Spokane is very much exercised 
about our genial acquaintance, Santa Claus. He 
says that he is an “old Roman Catholic myth of 
past ages,” and it is a sin to keep up a pretense of 
his beneficence in Christmas time. We ourself 
think that it is foolish to delude the minds of trust- 
ing children with this fiction, but the arguments of 
our ministerial friend almost convince us that the 
delusion may bear more good fruit than bad. He 
says that this belief causes many children to be 
thinking of Santa Claus * when they ought to hav 
Christ uppermost in their minds.” Furthermore, 
it is urged that when after a while the child finds 
out that there is no such being as Santa Claus he 
may ask, ** What of the devil?” adding, * Perhaps he 
too is a myth.” The good man cannot bear to giv 
up his dear devil, evidently oblivious of the fact 
that the dark gentleman is as dead as the other old 
gods of “heathendom,” so far as the advanced 
Christian world is concerned. But he did not dare 
express all that was quite evidently in his mind. It 
is very probable that he felt that when the hour of 
disillusion came to the child, so far as Santa Claus 
was concerned, the question might be suggested, 
« What about Jesus—is he a myth, too?” Or even 
the awful thought might come into the youthful 
mind that perhaps “ God” himself is only “an old 
Roman Catholic myth of past ages.” Think of the 
predicament of the Christian mother who has just 
told her little daughter that “there isn’t any Santa 
Claus; he was only make-believe, you know,” hear- 
ing the child a few minutes later confiding the as- 
tounding information to her younger brother, and 
then adding with fine indignation and disgust, 
«And now I don’t believe that there is a God 
either; he was just ‘make-believe,’ too”! No won- 
der that the Spokane preacher is in a panic, when 
he conjures up in his fancy the possible horrors 
that attend upon the pricking of the Santa Claus 


bubble, xad 
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Lecture Notes. 

My next appointment after Davenport, Ia., was 
New Ross, Indiana. It might be of interest to the 
readers of Tux Trura Szuxer to hear something of 
the struggle for Freethought in this village. Last 
April, also, it was my privilege to giv a lecture here. 
The town was savagely orthodox. But two weeks 
before Remsburg gave the first Liberal lectures 
ever heard in ‘this place. The people are Meth- 
odists and Disciples, and the Copernican system of 
astronomy was no greater surprise to the people of 
three centuries ago than were the principles of 
Freethought to the bigots of New Ross. The 
Bruch brothers, John, Philip, and Michael, to- 
gether with Messrs. W. H. Gott and J. K. Henry, 
were the only Liberals who dared avow their prin- 
ciples. The Christians declared that those Infidel 
lectures must stop. They packed our meetings 
with a Christian mob, and had a preacher by the 
name of Weatherford present to challenge me to a 
debate. They actually thought that the Infidels 
would retreat at the first opposition. Poor de- 
luded victims of priesteraft! Little did they think 
that the champions of their religion are on the run 
all over the world. Amid the shouts of the audi- 
ence, the challenge was made. The sky-pilot de- 
elared that the debate must be held in the church. 
He would agree to no rules, except that I was not 
to use the Bible nor refer to ancient or modern his- 
tory, to prove anything. He is reported to hav 
said that twenty-five preachers would be on hand 
to help him. Of course we could not agree to such 
terms. It was all meant for a bluff. When I went 
away a great meeting was held in the church to 
celebrate the funeral of Infidelity. All were sure 
that we would hav no more lectures. But they were 
disappointed. Mr. Philip Bruch determined to 
secretly undermine the churches. Of the generous 
missionary scheme of the Editor of Tue TRUTH 
Szrzer good use was made. Fully fifty copies of 
the “Age of Reason” were circulated. The young 
men of the town began to read it It was not long 
before a change of sentiment was apparent. Those 
who were so arrogant and boastful became very 
meek. Some of the Christians realized the fact 
that in their attempt to crush us out, they were 
wanting in nothing but the auricular appendages 
to make genuin donkeys of themselvs. One man 
who had said that his savior had died for him, and 
that if necessary he would die for his savior, was 
silent. Christians as a rule became respectful, or 
said nothing. Last November they were surprised 
by the appearance of Remsburg again. They still 
thought that I would not come back. I did, how- 
ever, and gave three lectures. There was no opposi- 
tion. The audience was good, attentiv, and respect- 
ful. The preachers who were so brave last spring 
now devote their time to trying to induce the people 
to stay away. 

Liberals are very foolish when they permit Chris- 
tians to tyrannize over them. A half-dozen well 
informed Freethinkers in a community can hold the 
churches at bay. When they find that we are in 
earnest, they are glad to let us alone. The “Age 
of Reason,” as a missionary among the heathen, can 
not be too highly extolled. It is bound to make an 
impression on every man of brains who reads its 
pages. We cannot better advance our grand cause 
than by circulating it by the ten thousand. 

FRANKLIN Steiner. 


Oregon Liberals, Attention. 

To the Secularists of Oregon: Your legislature 
is in session. The Oregon State Secular Union is 
doing its best to hav church property taxed. You 
can help. Write to the member from your county 
to work and vote to tax church property. No mat- 
ter whether you know him or not, or whether you 
belong to the same party or not. When he is 
elected he belongs to the people. Request or de- 
mand what you want if you ever hope to get it. 
You want church property taxed; then say so, and 
say it to your representativ and senator at Salem. 
Say so now, and help out the committee now there 
working for that end. Do not delay. It is only a 
few minutes’ work to write a letter or two, and only 
the expense of a few stamps. As a rule, your mem- 
bers will be glad to hear from you. Anyway, do not 
giv them a chance to say, when they come home, “I 
am so sorry you did not write to me about it.” 
Suppose we do fail. If we never try, of course 
we will fail. Agitation is education. When we 
can make a showing of numbers the average legis- 
lator will respect our wishes; if we do not, he will 
not. Sometimes, in war, a noisy regiment is mis- 
taken for an army. Let the letters pour in upon 
the members at Salem by the hundreds, right away. 
Don’t send petitions, send letters; and every man 
and woman write for himself or herself. 

Katie Kzum Sumra, Sec. Q. S. S. U. 

Oregon City, Qr., Jan. 24, 1895. 


Sunday Closing. 

An article with this title in the New York Hven- 
ing Post says that laws which try to close “the 
saloons to the working man on the only idle day he 
has in the week” “hav simply thrown him into the 
arms of Tammany, as a power which will permit 
the law to remain a dead letter,” and also that “a 
Sunday law converts every liquor-dealer into an en- 
emy of the law and a debaucher of the police.” I 
should be glad to see the saloons closed on Sunday, 
but the best way to do it is to provide plenty of in- 
nocent amusement elsewhere. Philanthropists can 
do something for the working man's recreation, but 
what would do him the most good is liberty to find 
amusement for himself wherever he can do so with- 
out injuring himself or his neighbors. This teaches 
him enterprise and self-reliance. Let him by all 
means hava chance to dance, see plays, and hear 
music on Sunday, but let us hav the theaters, con- 
cert halls, and beer gardens kept pure enough for 
his daughter and sister to be able to accompany 
him and enjoy themselvs without a blush. There is 
no surer way to loosen the hold of the churches on 
the wives and daughters of the poor. 

The Post says, too, of the working man, that “the 
one place where he can talk or discuss with his fel- 
lowmen, and under conditions of comfort, is the 
saloon.” Better places ought to be open to him on 
Sunday ; and they could be found in the little shops 
which sell candy, newspapers, cigars, groceries, and 
other articles of food to working people, but do not 
sell liquor. If the law were to permit such safe 
and convenient places to be open to visitors at all 
hours on Sunday, there would be much less need of 
legislation in favor of temperance. 

F. M. Hortan. 


The Bible in the Schools. 


John C. Pelton, known as the founder of the 
public schools in San Francisco, was present at the 
meeting of the Presbyterian Ministerial Union in 
that city on December 24th, and read a paper on 
* Religious Instruction in Publie Schools.” From 
a synopsis thereof in the Call we quote: 


To bring the schools up to the position which they 
should occupy as agencies for moral training he believes 
a return should be made to religious teaching through 
the precepts of the Bible. He doesnot advocate a general 
and indiscriminate use of it, but would hav a copy of it 
lying upon every teacher's desk and would hav judicious 
selections from it read daily, slong with such other de- 
votional exercises as no reasonable person could object 
to, and which should be satisfactory to every Christian 
and patriot slike. 


And why not satisfactory as well to every Jew 
and patriot alike? 

And why not also satisfactory to every Infidel 
and patriot alike? 

Are the Christians of this country the only pa- 
triots? Are the public schools to be run as an ad- 
junct to their sectarian prejudices, no matter how 
much they may offend the worshipers at other 
shrines ? 

The subject of Pedagog Pelton’s paper was 
pretty thoroughly discussed by those present, and 
the Call’s report says: 


The discussion showed quite a general agreement with 
the views expressed in the paper, though there was an 
evident divergence on some points, among others as to 
the proper use to be made of the Bible, some believing 
thatitshould be used as a text-book entire instead of hav- 
ing garbled extracts taken from it in accordance with the 
judgment or fancy of whoever may happen to be given 
the task to perform. 


Well, well, well! What next? Not content with 
wanting to thrust the Bible down the throats of 
the school children, these ministers would hav it 
used as a text-book; would, in fact, convert the 
common schools into auxiliaries to the churches and 
make of them subsidiary Sunday-schools. And 
what Christianity would they teach—the Christian- 
ity of Calvin, of Luther, or of Wesley? That 
would depend, doubtless, on how many School Di- 
rectors each sect might be able to capture. 

Is it not well to pause now and consider whither 
we are drifting? Is it not a question whether those 
who are charged with abusing the public schools, 
could be—even if the charge were true—any worse 
enemies thereto than are those who are trying to 
use them for their own sectarian purposes? Is it 
not high time for the people to declare that all re- 
ligions alike must keep their hands off the public 
schools? 

The Bee thinks it is. The first step toward that 
end is obedience to the laws of this state. If those 
laws are respected and enforced, there will be no 
Bible reading in the public schools. 

The inevitable trend of Bible reading in the com- 
mon schools, as shown in the above extracts, is re- 
spectfully dedicated to the Board of Education of 
the city of Sacramento.— Sacramento Ree. 
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Lectures and Meetings. 


RosmrT Q. INGERSoLL left New York Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 3d, for Columbia, S. O., where he inaugurated his 
Southern lecturing tour on the 4th, his subject being 
** Shakspere." The colonel also delivered ‘‘Shakspere ”’ 
at Charleston, February 5th; Savannah, the 6th; Au- 
gusta, the 7th; Macon, the 8th, and at St. Augustine, the 
9th. On Sunday, February 10th, at Jacksonville, Fla.,: 
Colonel Ingersoll will lecture on the '* Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child," and at Columbus, Ga., on the 12th, 
he will deliver ‘‘Shakspere,” which will also be the sub- 
ject at Atlanta on the 18th. ‘‘ Liberty" will be the sub- 
ject at Knoxville, Chattanooga, and Nashville, on the 
14th, 15th, and 16th respeotivly. Colovel Ingersoll is 
in magnificent form and voice, and, of course, will store 
8 big triumph in the South. 


J. E. Ramspure’s appointment for February: 


Feb. 10......... Eufaula, I. T. Feb. 18, 19....Kerens, Tex. 
Feb. 11............ Krebs, Feb, 20, 21.....Dublin, Tex. 
Feb. 12............ Caddo, I. T. Feb. 22,.Stephenville, Tex. 
Feb. 18,14, Royce City,Tex. Feb. 23..... Ft. Worth, Tex. 
Feb. 15............ Dallas, Tex. Feb. 24.... Gainesville, Tex. 
Feb. 16.... Midlothian, Tex. Feb. 25, 26...... Grady, I. T 
Feb. 17......Corsicana, Tex. Feb. 2%, 28....Duncan, I. T. 


. 17,BloomingG've, Tex. 


FRANKLIN STEINER’s lecture engagements so far as now 
arranged are: ' 


Feb. 10, East Dennis, Mass. Mar. B8.......... Boston, Mass. 
Feb. 12...... Harwich, Mass. Mar. 8.......Brockton, Mass. 
Feb. 17......... Boston, Mass. Mar. 8......New York, N. Y. 
Feb. 24....Haverhill, Mass. Mar. 10......Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Feb. 26......Booth Bay, Me. Mar. 10........ Newark, N. J. 


Write Mr. Steiner for engagements in care of this office. 


Tz Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday ev6h- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock, Program for February: 


February 8th—‘‘Shakspere and Goethe.” Thaddeus B. 
i akeman. : . 
Febrnary ME CA Whitman.” Rev. Merle St. O 
right. : 
February 22d—‘‘Our Criminal Classes—How Produced 
PIS Responsibility—The Remedy.” Mrs. Mattie 
P. Krekel. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'elock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for February: ' 


February 10—‘‘ The Philosophy of Life." Rev. F. E. 


ason. 
February 17—‘‘The Mind and Body." Prof. E. v. 


Wright. 
February 24—'' Old and New Theories.” Mrs. M. P. 
Krekel. 


Tur Ohio Liberal Society meets evety Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for February: 


February 10th—''Is There a God?" J. Ross Carpenter. 

February 17th—'* The Christian Devil: Ought God to 
Kill Him?” Prof. J. Clegg Wright. 

February 24th—‘‘ The Ideal of 1776." Mrs. M. A. Free- 
man. 


Tux Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.m., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifioations are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Tur Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s all, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Mrs. Freeman’s lecture appointments: Boston, Mass., 
Febrvary 10th. Mrs. Freeman desires to lecture dur- 
ing February. Those wishing to secure dates not 
teken please write Mrs. Freeman at once 1087 West Madi- 
son street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tus First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, leo- 
turer. Sunday-school st same place at 12.30. 


Tex Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
‘avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock. All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 


Tue Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets st 
8 o'clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Admission 
free. All welcome. 


The men of Northampton are proud of Bradlaugh. 
They hav more right to be proud of him than other 
men hav, for they stood by him when aJl men were 
against him. His statue, unveiled yesterday, is an 
honor alike to the town and to the dead tribune. 
« Thorough" is inscribed on the pedestal, and there 
eould be no better epitome of Bradlaugh than that 
famous bit of Saxon. The paralytic radicalism of 
the day stands in need of men like Bradlaugh, and 
of his method of “Thorough.” He had his defects 
of vision and sympathy; he was cast in an anti- 
quated mold; but his slogging vigor of attack and 


defense excites in us in 1894 a sense of despairing 


envy.— London Star. 


The second volume of Moncure D. Conway's ~ 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. 
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A Missionary Scheme. 


Taz Trore Szrkr& has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the * Church Property" pamphlet, and it 
ia doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
TauvH Sreexers hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. 

And now, during the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav zime to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s « Age of Reason." It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. Tt has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered " and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do. is to seatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
' paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT ot his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read 

Remember, te do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right diree 
tion. 


“Liberty for Man, Woman and Child,” and the 
Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. 

So many hav wanted the lecture on Liberty, and 
also the tribute to Colonel Ingersoll’s brother, that 
Mr. Farrell has had them printed in one pamphlet, 
uniform with the other lectures and at the same 
price—25 cents. And he has added as a frontis- 
piece a fine photo-engraving of the Colonel and 
both his grandchildren, Eva and. Robert, the little 
fellow upon his knee, and Eva in her high chair. 
It is a pretty picture, and the Colonel’s millions of 
friends will take pleasure in it. 

This lecture on liberty for the women and children 
has made many converts to rationalism among the 
fairer portion of humanity, and it is the best one to 
giv to the good women who hav a prejudice—fos- 
tered by the ministers—against the Colonel because 
he has «taken away their savior.” When they 
read this they usually revise their opinion of the 
apostle of liberty, and read his other works—which 
they wouldn’t look at before. If you know a good 
Christian girl, any age, just giv her a copy of this 
lecture. Postpaid, 25 cents. — 

ee 


Senn for free catalog of our publications. 


Observations. 

I hear from Robert Wade of Troy, N. Y., and also 
from the newspapers that a revivalist named Sunday 
has attacked that outpost of Satan. Mr. Sunday 
was formerly a member of the Chicago baseball 
feam and tells his hearers that there was a time 
when “a man would not trust him even to hold a 
yellow dog.” On the strength of this record, which 


would disqualify him as player in any respectable 
ball team, Mr. Sunday feels prepared to enter the 
ministry and effulge as a shining light. 
often shows weak discriminating powers in select- 
ing his servants. 
having to choose between Mr. Sunday and the yel- 
low dog that could not be trusted with him, would 
hav whistled to the dog instead of calling the man. 


The Lord 


Any person of good judgment, 


The papers report that a gentleman of the name 


of Murphy, son of Francis Murphy, the temperance 
advocate, joined the political parsons who held a 
meeting in this city last Sunday for the purpose of 
instructing Mayor Strong in his official duties. 
Mr. Murphy was as ardent as any of them in 
demanding that the Sunday excise law should be 
enforced.. While I was in the Northwest I made 
the acquaintance of a gentleman of the name of 
Murphy, son of Francis Murphy, the temperance 
advocate. 
ribbon boom with a gospel attachment, and de- 
nounced the prohibitionists who depended upon Jaw 
on the statute books instead of Christ in- men’s 


He was at that time engineering a blue- 


hearts as the way of salvation from the liquor habit. 
I had some edifying speech with Mr. Murphy, and 
we were in substantial agreement on the subject of 
prohibition, though he held to Christ and I to 
Keeler as the great liberator from the power of the 
demon rum. It was merely a difference of opinion 
as to the relativ merits of mind cure and medicin cure. 
But his opposition to the prohibitory method he 
based on this argument, which he frequently ad- 
vanced, namely: If the law could save men, Moses 
was sufficient ; there was no need of Christ and he 
was a useless sacrifice. He went on to say that if 
Christ could save men from so powerful an adver. 
sary as Satan, he certainly must. be able to save 
them from the lesser fiend, whisky; and, he added, 
you might as well pass a law that all men should 
be saved as that all should be sober. To me this 
was cultus wawa, as preaching is called in the ver- 
nacular of that country, but no Christian prohibi- 
tionist can answer it. I would like to know if the 
present Murphy is that Murphy, and if he has lost 
faith in the gospel as a jag-cure, and gone over to 
Keeler and the politicians. i 


The success that I hav achieved with the aid of 
Col. William Henry Burr and his copy of the Pe- 
shito, in throwing the bright light of lucidity upon 
some obscure passages of scripture, has led Mr. C. 
Severance, of Ler Sangerlus, Cal., to request a drink 
from this fountain of wisdom. To be a light and 
fountain in the same sentence is something, I fancy, 
but seldom accomplished ; but as a Western editor 
observed when discussing Hawaiian affairs in an 
unbiased way, the apple of discord has sprung up 
in our midst and must be nipped in the bud ere it 
starts conflagration that will deluge the world. As 
a prolusion, Mr. Severance pays me some very hand- 
some compliments—which, as I am in a position to 
know, are not undeserved—and then introduces the 
subject of Moses lifting up a serpent in the wilder- 
ness. How, inquires Mr. S., did Moses lift up the 
said serpent? Anticipating my reply, he “ pre- 
sumes, in the absence of definit information to the 
contrary, that it was after the usual manner of lift- 
ing reptils—by the tail.” But, he adds, we are met 
at once by the language of another part of the word 
of God which provides: “And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the son 
of man be lifted up” (John iii, 14). Now, doth this 
imply that the son of man is to be raised as 
happened to Enoch (see O. T. Stories, Illus., p. 24, 
by W. Heston, D.D., LL.D., P.D.Q.,) or are we war- 
ranted in concluding that at the time of the quoted 
excerpt going to press, the son of man still retained 
that terminal appendage denominated a tail? Mr. 
Severance puts his final query as follows: “ Which 
way will the son of man be lifted, and when will 
the predicted event take place?” 

I hav seen snakes lifted by a noose around their 
gills, and am informed that an occasional erring son 
of man gets jerked off his base in the same way. 
The tenses of the Hebrew language are allowed to 
be so vague that when a man was writing in that 
tongue he could not tell, sometimes, whether he was 
talking about what was expected to occur next week 
or was rehearsing ancient history. That is why the 
prophecies, as certain statements attributed to 
Isaiah are called, hav two applications—one as a 
record, the other as a prospectus. Thus the pas- 
sage rendered “a maiden shall bear a son” is also 


with the process of the suns. 
Austin, the capital of Texas, a bill was introduced 
in the House by Representativ Seabury providing 
that any person who receives a letter and fails to 
answer it within ten days shall be subject to a fine 
of $1,000 or imprisonment in the county jail for 
one year; and in aggravated cases both penalties 
shall be enforced. That looks like the initial step 
toward important legislation; for if the people, 
whose servant Representativ Seabury is, can be 
forced to correspond whether they want to or not, 
why should he hesitate to put the same constraint 
on the deity, whose servant, doubtless, he likewise 
professes himself to be, and make prayer-answering 
compulsory ? 
saying, in the first place, that he never got the 
letter; secondly, that he left it in the pocket of his 
other clothes, and, thirdly, that he answered it the 
day it was received; but no such dodge would be 
available to the All hearing One. 
hav him dead to rights, and his only way out would 
be the one indicated by the New York Independent, 


-{ construed by translators “a maiden hath borne a 
son.” 
indifferent. The words recorded by John, “so must 
the son of man be lifted up,” may, for all I know to 
the contrary, refer to the hanging of Haman, who 
is said to hav been lifted up to a considerable alti- 
tude; or they may mean that the Brooklyn strikers 
will get a raise the first of next month. Let us 
leave the matter to the Peshito and Colonel Burr, 
and proceed to a consideration of the Golden Text, 
«And having spoken, he pursued himself around 
the block, to the house of Matthew the publican. 
And he came in at the side door thereof: for it was 
the Sabbath” (Mark 7, cum 11). 


The difference is intense, but the tense is 


The scope of the legislator continues to widen 
On January 19, at 


A citizen might evade the penalty by 


The courts would 


an orthodox paper, which solemnly avers that all 
prayers are answered—those that a weak faith might 
think were unattended to being answered in the 
negativ. With a thousand-dollar fine or a year in 
the county jail, or both, for a leverage, I imagin 
that Representativ Seabury would hav the nerve to 
take a rise out of the Great Giascutis. 


I like to report the progress that our Spiritualist 


‘allies are making in the way of duplicating ancient. 


miracles. The followirg is from Milwaukee, Wis.: 
Mrs. Isa Wilson Kaynor, a medium, “handled with 
impunity” and without tongs “a very hot cylinder 
direct from over a kerosene lamp; also passing pa- 
per bank bills, silk and lace handkerchiefs through 
the flame without burning them, although one of 
the committee chosen therefor by the audience was 
well blistered for daring to handle the same glass 
cylinder.” It was inconsiderate on the part of the 
audience to choose a committee for the purpose of 
being well blistered, but so reads the account in the 
Progressive Thinker, whence my information is 
elicited. . 

The original of this miracle is an old acquaintance 
of my readers who hav noted in the book of Daniel 
the account of the three office-holders of the prov- 
ince of Babylon, who, like the Socialist members of 
the German parliament, declined to “fall down” 
when they heard the “cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick.” These 
men, “in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, 
and their other garments,” were remanded to a fiery 
furnace, where they strolled about with impunity 
and an angel, until his nobs the king called them 
out and promoted them to still better paid offices 
of public distrust. The sapient monarch saw the 
advantage to his administration of having provincial 
officers that the local papers would not endeavor to 
roast. The higher critics hav set this story down 
for a fragment of oriental imagery, while critics who 
don’t get high just disbelieve it, and let it go at 
that. Still, if Mrs. Kaynor is insusceptible of cre- 
mation, Meshach, Shadrach, and Abed-nego might 
hav been similarly gifted. If paper in her hands 
refuses to ignite, if silk and lace under her touch 
become uninflammable, and if she has money to 


‘burn and can’t set it afire, why should not the hats, 


coats, and especially the hosen of those Hebrew 
gentlemen hav survived the heated term? I pause 
for a withering reply. It is not rightly comprehen- 
sible to the unbeliever why people whose bump of 
marvelousness bulges with these profane miracles 
should reject the sacred ones; and it is simply im- 
becil for the mongers of sacred miracles to throw 
away those of to-day, when they might subpena the 
performers as expert witnesses. 

One of the Steinway sons, of piano celebrity, has 
called upon the other Steinway sons for an account- 
ing, and the books of the company, which are 
brought into. court, furnish some suggestiv items. 
The Charity and Donation account contains more 
than ordinarily stimulating grub for thought. The 
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Steinways hav been very charitable people, respond- 


ing to nearly every call for a contribution. The 
Johnstown flood sufferers got $250; the yellow 
fever sufferers got $250; several churches got $25 


or $50 each; there is an entry of “jury payment 
for Steinway, $50,” suggesting that the firm knew 
how to conduct a case in court; the police received 


sums as “ gratification” ranging from $2 upward; 


and to further show how deeply this wealthy corpo- 


ration Joves its fellow-men, the books divulge the 
payment of $50 for the expenses of a “meeting 
against free silver.” 


I understand that the Steinways are reckoned as 


honest people. Years ago a miser named Payne 
deposited with the elder Steinway, for safe keeping, 
a package of valuables. No receipt was given. 
The package remained in the company’s safe with 


its seal unbroken until Payne died. The heirs had 


no knowledge of its existence until old man Stein- 


way delivered it to Payne’s executors. It contained 


bonds and bank-notes to the value of $400,000. 
This shows that the integrity which may be safely 
trusted with uncounted money is not incompatible 
with the business enterprise which “ gratifies” the 
police with coin, keeps a financial account with a 
jury sworn to decide cases in accordance with evi- 
dence, and endeavors by the payment of cash to 
contribute toward the settlement of questions that 
should be left to the intelligence of the people. 
The members of the Steinway company may be 
sincere in their piety—their gifts to the churches 
testify to that; and they may honestly think that 
free silver is dangerous; but it strikes me that 
police “gratification” and $50 “jury payment” 
throw a shadow upon their philanthropy and tend 
to discredit their motivs. The church, the police, 
“approachable” jurors, and the gold-bugs, are a 
mongrel lot to be feeding together on crumbs from 
the rich man’s table. 


Our great and good friend the president has 
offered Congress a scheme for repairing the treasury 
remnant. It is the issue of a half billion dollars’ 
worth of 3 per cent bonds, payable in gold fifty 
years hence. Treasury notes are receivable for said 
bonds, and said notes shall be canceled and with- 
drawn from circulation. Banks purchasing the 
bonds may issue notes to par value of the bonds. 
The scheme would turn a half billion of assets into 
an interest-bearing debt of equal amount. The in- 
terest would be fifteen million dollars a year, or 
seven hundred and fifty millions in fifty years. Can 
& worse policy be recommended? If not, the de- 
bate is closed and Congress will proceed to enact 
the measure. Meanwhile, let the middle-aged re- 
joice that they will be dead, though damned, when 
the debt falls due. 


Patience and much strength of purpose are re- 
quired to read the last encyclical of the pope, for 
his holiness is discursiv and does not wield a very 
facil pen. He is less amusing than George Francis 
Train and not so instructiv as Editor Moore of the 
Blue Grass Blade. I would advise him to drop 
his distinguishing whine and jerk a little unction 
into his ink. He is nothing that he pretends to be, 
and he knows it; and he is fatally deficient in his 
-perceptiv powers if he does not know that every 
intelligent person is likewise cognizant of that fact. 
Why does he take himself seriously ? 

The encyclical is addressd, in the canting style to 
which popes are addicted, to “our venerable breth- 
ren, the archbishops and bishops,” and touches in 
an admonitory way upon several topics of contem- 
poraneous human interest—as union of church and 
state, the labor question, and divorce. 

On the condition of Catholic politics in this part 
of the moral vinyard the pope, whose name, I be- 
lieve, is Joachim Pecci, though he makes his mark 
« Leo P. P. XIIL," discourses after the following 
fashion: 

That your republic is progressing and developing by 
giant strides is patent to all; and this holds good in relig- 
ious matters also. For even as your cities, in the course 
of one century, hay made marvelous increase in wealth 
and power, so do we behold the church, from scant and 
slender beginnings, grown with rapidity to be great and 
exceedingly flourishing. 

You are right as a trivet, Mr. Pecci, though you 
don’t stand on three legs. The Catholic church is 
strictly in it. I don’t suppose that Christ would 
be able to recognize the fat old damsel as his relict. 

He goes on felicitating the reverend brethren : 


The church among you, unopposed by the Constitution 
and government of gor nation, fettered by no hostil 
legislation, protected against violence by the common 
laws and the impartiality of the tribunals, is free to liv 
and act without hindrance. 

True. No church with any political influence is 
discriminated against in this country, and as the 
church of the pope does not lack that advantage, no 
one who likes to stand by to see fair play would ex- 


pect what follows his acknowledgment of a square 
deal by the honest farmers of this agricultural com- 
munity. If religion would exercise that liberality 
which it admires when itself is the object of it—if 
Freethought could be said to be “ fettered by no 
hostil legislation,” “ protected by the impartiality of 
tribunals,” and “free to liv and act without hin- 
drance”—Freethinkers could lie abed later and 
Vigilance could take her hair out of curl-papers. 
But religion never stops asking for anything it can 
possibly get, and so we find the pope saying to the 
venerable brethren : 


It would be very erroneous to draw the conclusion 
that in America is to be sought the type of the most 
desirable status of the church, or that it would be uni- 
versally lawful or expedient for state and church to be, 
as in America, dissevered and divorced. 


That is to say, liberty is insufficient, and equality 
and impartiality are unsatisfactory. Even exemp- 
tion from taxation, millions in state appropriations 
to church institutions, and a strong political pull, 
fail to appease the papal appetite. Indeed, they are 
not so much as acknowledged by his holiness with 
thanks; and our state and national governments 
get no credit for the nice, commodious jails and 
penitentiaries they provide for the higher education 
of Catholic protectory and parochial school grad- 
uates. These do not count. ‘The desire of the 
pope’s heart, and what he instructs the venerable 
brethren to scheme for, is that the church, “IN ap- 
DITION TO LIBERTY,” shall enjoy * ruz FAVOR or THE 
LAWS AND THE PATRONAGE or THE PUBLIC AUTHOR- 
rry." The English of which, in lower-case type, is 
that the Vatican wants Roman Catholicism estab- 
lished as the official religion of the United States. 

The pope himself is a rather insignificant little 
old man, with diabetes and atrophied functions, but 
his voice is the voice of the college of cardinals, who 
are robust and mean business; so that if the arch- 
bishops and bishops of America take the necessary 
steps to carry out the recommendations of the en- 
cyclical, then a long program of interesting pro- 
ceedings will shortly be presented to the American 
public. 

The utterance of the encyclical on the subject of 
divorce is what might be expected. Catholicism 
fosters that paralytic—I might almost say legless— 
species of morality which must use the church and 
state as a pair of crutches. Divorce is therefore 
denied to the cripples. Concerning the labor ques- 
tion the pope advises strikers “not to touch what 
belongs to another ;” which advice comes with ex- 
traordinary grace from a college of ecclesiastical 
banditti plotting to steal a continent. 

Gro. E. Macponazp. 


News and Notes. 


The campaign at Prescott has closed with every 
indication of future advance. The Opera House 
last evening, January 27th, was crowded to listen 
to the concluding lecture on “ Evolution and Cres- 
tion.” To-morrow, Tuesday evening, will be a 
grand Paine celebration, the first, I guess, ever held 
in the territory, but not by any means the last. 
Great interest has been awakened in the commun- 
ity, and it needs but vigorous measures to push 
Freethought to the front. The elements are,here. 
The national and local organizations can now count 
over one hundred members, and I feel sure that 
those here on the ground will not let the present 
golden opportunity pass by. Hard work and per- 
sistent courage will be necessary. The Christians 
are bringing all their modern tactics into play; boy- 
cott, social ostracism, and other exasperating meth- 
ods of civilized savagery in which the followers of 
Jesus are expert and which oftentimes prove so 
effectual when backbone is lacking, and the mol- 
lusk prevails. 

The great storm is ended; the greatest “in the 
history of mankind,” it is said by the veracious edi- 
tors, that ever swept over Arizona. The oldest in- 
habitants don’t remember anything quite equal to 
it. It prevented my seeing the cliff-dwellings and 
looking into the ancient wonders of Arizona, as I 
expected, so I must adjourn this pleasure for golden 
days to come, as also my visit to the canon of the Col- 
orado. I cannot therefore write up the curiosities 
of Arizona. Iam sure that I could hav made my 
communications to Tur Truta Srxxzs quite inter- 
esting with the record of these underground adven- 
tures and travels in the bowels of the earth. We 
hav to creep and crawl through all sorts of dark 
and winding ways in the crumbling abodes of the 
cliff-dwellers; and if I could only picture that 
weird and fascinating journey, it would certainly be 
an instructiv addition to the records of my Secular 
pilgrimage. But when nature gets on one of her 
mad freaks, and piles cloud on cloud, and rolls wind 
on wind until it seems as if the whole universe was 
in a tempest of delirious wrath, it is no use to insist 


upon the rights and privileges of man, who is the 


denizen of her empire. We must simply submit. 
We can do nothing. Nature will hav her own way 
and we must make the best of it. 

However, the storm was not so severe in Prescott 
but what we could hold our meetings regularly, 
with good attendance from beginning to end. 
Prescott has not suffered nearly so much from the 
storm as other places throughout the country, and 
when the weather is fine here it is simply superb. 
It is exuberant with the splendor of shining land- 
scapes and glittering skies. 

I was desirous, above all, of visiting the ranch of 
Mr. J. K. Hall, who livs about fifteen miles distant 
from Prescott, where many good things await the 
Pilgrim. Mr. Hall and his family are stanch Free- 
thinkers, and not a cloud of superstition floats over 
his happy fireside. However, his daughter, Shar- 
lot M. Hall, has been present in Prescott the whole 
month and has attended every lecture, rain or shine. 
She was born into Freethought with every fibre of 
her being and has never had to fight any ghosts to 
get rid of them. They do not haunt any portion of 
her intellectual horizon. She is a healthful repre- 
sentativ of the abounding life of this great Western 
land. She is entering upon a literary career of 
bright promis; is a contributor to many journals 
east and west on various subjects, especially the 
pre-historic relics of Arizona, of which she is a 
thorough student. She has recently won a prize 
in competition with some of our best writers, so we 
can be proud of this fearless and gifted exponent 
of Freethought who has such a brilliant future 
in the ranks of our Western authors. 

It has been a great privilege to enjoy the frank 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Dr. J. Miller, and the 
toils of the campaign hav been mingled with fire- 
side delights. Rex Miller, their son, has no use for 
ghosts or gods, so far as I can see. He is left to 
judge for himself. There is no compulsion in this 
Freethought family. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Rodenburg are among my 
old-time allies. When I first came here, about eight 
years ago, Mr. Rodenburg was the mainstay of the 
enterprise, and stood by me through thick and thin. 
I was rather discouraged at the outlook then. We 
had hardly a corporal’s guard to attend. But the 
years hav rolled on and now we hav crowded houses, 
and the flags are floating over advancing columns. 
Mr. Rodenburg has a delightful family where intel- 
ligence reigns and the dark shadow of orthodoxy 
vanishes. Freda, the youngest, who was just born 
when I was here last, is especially devoted to the 
colors of Freethought and, like a fairy, would 
charm the way of the Pilgrim with beautiful 
flowers. 

Mr. W. J. Roberts is one of the old citizens of 
the place. He came here a long time ago, when 
little more than a boy, and has had varied adventures 
with Indians, white men of all sorts, and has seen 
humanity in its roughest exterior. But while he 
has lost faith in God he has not lost faith in man, 
and believes in liberty and progress, and is one of 
our foremost soldiers. Mrs. Roberts is somewhat 
inclined to the Methodist church, and rather lin- 
gers with its fond associations, but she attended all 
the lectures; gave me a warm welcome, and showed 
the spirit of Freethought even if she didn’t exactly 
agree with all that I said. 

Mr. James Brown has been here for many years, 
a sturdy worker. He has battled with nature and 
won a home, much better than any that the New 
Jerusalem can offer. He is a most generous sup- 
porter of our cause. What a reform we could make 
if we had & regiment like him. 

Mr. P. A. Williams is another of our veteran 
corps, always ready to assist, and not afraid to be 
counted. 

Mr. John Davis, in spite of floods, came all the 
way from Verde, a distance of over thirty miles, to 
attend the closing lectures and the Paine celebra- 
tion. He could not come before on account of the 
rains. He is on the frontier line. Whatever for- 
tune may be, he is ready to do his level best for 
humanity. If he has a dollar it is always for some- 
body else's benefit as well as his own. 

I could mention many others, but space forbids. 
I hav certainly enjoyed this changing aspect of 
Western life. I hav had plenty of agitation. Yes- 
terday & Roman Catholic champion appeared upon 
our platform. He did not like some strictures that 
I made upon the church of Rome and its policy. 
He thought I was an A. P. A., a * know-nothing," 
eic. We gave him full opportunity to set things 
right. He did not, however, rebut my statements, 
but simply showed the good things said and done 
by some Catholics, all of which I cordially accepted. 
As he declared himself in favor of equal rights for 
all, I told him that our difference of opinion should 
not prevent our joining hands for human freedom; 
that, to some extent, he was drifting out of Rome 
.nto Reason ; and if he kept on he would eventually 
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be a Freethinker. I hope so. He did well for his 
side of the question. He showed the bright aspects 
of Rome. I showed the dark which no amount of 
rhetoric can cover up, and in which are the powers 
of destruction. SauuzL P. Purwam. 


Prescott, Jan. 28, 995. 
When to Laugh. 


When an animal sees or hears something unusual, 
it is alarmed and seeks safety. And when, after long 
ages, the ape animal gradually takes on the charac- 
teristics of man, he is affected in the same manner 
by any strange appearance or sound. Savage man, 
governed only by the family head or chief, as is a 
herd of buffaloes, knowing nothing of natural laws, 
fancies a demon in the flying cloud, in the lightning, 
in the thunder, in the gale. He ascends, through 
the slow steps of evolution, to the grade of barba- 
rian, gains some knowledge of agriculture and ar- 
chitecture, improves his language, and adopts a 
more complex government. But here he is just as 
ignorant of the causes of natural phenomena; and 
his superstitious notions, whatever they may be, 
through heredity, hav become stronger and pervade 
his whole being. He acknowledges his own inabil- 
ity to giv a reason for his beliefs; but he credu- 
lously accepts the hit-or-miss dictum of the chief or 
some one bold enough to act the rôle of teacher. 
The teacher becomes a priest; and his dreams and 
visions, superinduced by efforts of the imagination 
to discover things unknown, are assumed to be rev- 
elations from demons or gods. . 

When man has risen to what we call a state of civ- 
ilization, he has advanced still more in agriculture, 
commerce, political economy, art of war, etc., and 
has a stronger and perhaps more oppressiv govern- 
ment. Butin respect to knowledge of nature's laws, 
the majority of persons in the so-called civilized 
states are but in line with the barbarian. They also 
are believers in spirits of the air that visit them in 
dreams. They likewise are unable to giv reasons of 
their own for the theological faith that is in them, 
and as credulously believe that the mystical ordina- 
tion of a priest enables him to interpret mysteries 
by making them more mysterious. When they sing 
«Qod moves in a myterious way his wonders to 
perform,” they publish the fact that they make little 
use of science. 

Notwithstanding his presence is obnoxious in an 


. enlightened community, it may be admitted that 


the priest is of service among barbarians—that he 
is a necessary evil. It is held by some philosophers 
that a priesthood is a natural factor in the process 
of evolution; that the office of priest operates as a 
spur to investigate, to improve, to guide; that by 
its influence the cruel passions of the king and the 
license of the people are each restrained. But in 
spite of his virtues, being the sole reservoir of what 
little knowledge there is, the priest becomes arro- 
gant and exacting, and the people stagnate. War, 
subjugation, even slavery, may also be elements in 
the process of evolution. At any rate, war is about 
the only means of lifting or forcing a people out of 
such stagnation in ignorance and superstition ; for, 
being brought into contact with different customs 
and opinions, their own will be gradually modified. 

But the priest seems to be indigenous to all soils. 
Evolution has not yet reached time nor place for 
his extinction. He may be knocked out in some 
locality to-day; to-morrow, with & little expedient 
modification, he is in alliance with the conqueror. 
He is in alliance with our own governments—fed- 
eral and state. Though constrained at the time of 
the Revolution to take a back seat, he has since 
then worked his way.to the front. He is in every 
public body, drawing salaries for telling an old 
story, and needs not serve the country in any other 
capacity. He enjoys the fat of the land, while his 
millions of property is exempted from taxation. 
And in spite of all this some folks think we are not 
priestridden. . 

The priest is a product of barbarism ; and so far 
as we support him and fear his dogmas we are bar- 
barians. The barbarian religion of gods and devils, 
and their alleged antics among men and women, is 
not suited to cultured, reasoning minds. . 

In a few spots only of the world has man risen 
to a degree of knowledge and freedom where he can 
stop and laugh at the priest. Ridicule may be an 
agent in the economy of evolution for his dethrone- 
ment; the wit of many Voltaires may multiply and 
enlarge such happier spots. But where the priest 
has the power and the will to persecute and torture 
for heresy, not much laughing is done. When 
feeling the thumbscrew, one does not feel like smil- 
ing. When stretched on the rack, or while having 
the tongue torn out with red-hot tongs, it is difficult 
to laugh. Many good people still suffer from fear 
of his hellish dogmas ; who enter thesanctuary court 
like so many criminals to be prayed for and fined. 
But as his fangs are broken, and his sacred instru- 


ments for saving souls are séen only in museums, 
we claim and enjoy the right to laugh the laugh of 
ridicule. 

After one has attended an orthodox church for 
twenty years it is high time to begin to laugh. 

When, of all the many gods that hav figured on, 
under, and above the earth, our priest claims to be 
in partnership with the only one whose word is 
worth a cent; who can, when he gets ready, flog all 
the other gods at once; who alone directs the light- 
ning bolt when it strikes his own altar—we smile 
the smile of ridicule. 

When his notions of monogamy and the origin 
of life are derived solely from the Bible genesis, and 
he gravely repeats the Arab fable, a contemptuous 
smile is generated. 

He describes his god as having been confined 
with a band of outlaws in a desert wilderness and 
a barren mountain for forty years; and we laugh. 

He then pictures him as the instigator of murder- 
ous and thievish raids on the heathen round about 
—on “a people living in peace and plenty ;” and 
we smile with disgust. 

When he attempts—though he seldom does now- 
a-days—to extract divine lessons from the story of 
Dinah, from the Songs of Solomon and other love 
stories, we think of Comstock and laugh. 

He makes his God, in an unusual but not an 
original method, to become a father; hence the 
Trinity family. And we laugh the laugh of de- 
rision. 

He falsifies history; tells of many terrible perse- 
cutions suffered by the early Christians from Pa- 
gans; when we know that most of the persecutions 
were between themselvs on charges of heresy. And 
we laugh. 

He brazenly asserts that the church never tor- 
tured for heresy—that the civil power alone did so 
—when the awful instruments of torture were taken 
from her altars. And-we laugh at his lies. 

He claims that all the liberty and civilization we 
possess are due to Christianity; when the fact is 
the Dark Ages were due to that religion, and that 
liberty and progress are now increasing in exact 
proportion to the increase of Infidelity. And we 
laugh at his assurance. 

On an anniversary meeting of the Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the priest ap- 
pears on the platform and claims for his religion all 
the honor of mercy, in face of the fact that the 
Society was founded by an unbeliever. And we 
laugh at his false claims. 

When his sacred chapel has just been struck by 
lightning, and he dodges a little talk on special 
providence, we laugh the laugh of triumph. 


Ridicule and laughter are proper means to take 

To cure the sick belief in a fire-and-brimstone lake. 
The Hestonian pencil sketches truth every time, 

And shows priestcraft to be something else than divine. 


L. G. Resp. 
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Wise Vs. Vennum, 


It matters little if we credit Wise; 

His cloth’s enough to tell us Vennum lies. 

These versicles remind me while I pen 'em 

'The wise hav everywhere encountered venom, 

The priest, since Socrates first drank the bowl, 

Has, for the wise, kept venom iu his soul, 

But when the venom he some new way tries, 

To think what it may light on would be wise. 

The wise hav often call’d ** God's Book " obscene. 

But Vennum, surely, ought to find it clean. 

Venom, not fit for Mrs. V. to read, 

To call God's word, is scarcely wise, indeed. 

Oh Vennun, there is greeness in thine eyes, 

Infallible disproof of being wise. 

Oh Wise! not Venuum you could surely think 

Would wish, like Jesus, his own self to drink; 

It was for you he brewed himself; so, Wise, 

Swallow your Vennum in his usual guise, 

In drivking venom, you put Vennum down; 

Be wise enough to prize the martyr’s crown, 

Which Vennum, being venomous, can giv 

But, if not wise, to wear will never liv. 

O Wise! Oh Yenom! Ancient heirs of famel 
Oh venom-drinking wise! Oh venomed shame! 
How soon the sacred gown, by venom worn, 
Turns to the pennant sheet defiled and torn; 
How soon the felon's stripés, which venom places 
Upon the wise, adorn celestial spaces! 

Since venom made our earliest parents wise 

Venom in vain to outrun wisdom tries; 

But the wise, getting venom for his pains, 

The venom’s loss makes his own deathless gains. 
—C. L. James, in Lucifer. 


The Campaign Book. 


The book of the joint Congress of the Federa- 
tion and Secular Union is now ready for mailing. 
I hope to hear from more friends to help us circu- 
late thë work—8 copies for $1; 18 copies for $2. 
Send me the addresses to which you wish them to 
go and I will mail them from headquarters. The 
following gre the names since my last report: John 
Leitch, 8 copies; John Brosi, 16 copies; John Ma- 
hara, 18 copies; Robt. Thorne, 8 copies; Mrs. P. 

‘Van Hoeter, 20 copies; Frederic Dahlstrom, 8 


copies; A. B. Lenox, 4 copies; D. W. Worley, 8 
copies; Mrs. Charlotte Palm, 8 copies; H. G. Bas- 
chard, 2 copies; John Lomax, 8 copies; E. P. Bos- 
worth, 8 copies; George Larson, 8 copies; John P. 
Tharuquest, 1 copy; John A. Calder, 8 copies; E. 
McFadden, 8 copies; Johnathan Wells, 8 copies ; 
Miss Lottie Wolf, 8 copies; W. A. Bogard, 8 copies; 
E. W. Bogard, 4 copies; Lewis G. Reed, 8 copies ; 
L. W. Loutzenheiser, 8 copies; E. W. Hames, 16 
copies; Lewis Levine, 20 copies; W. Whittick, 16 
copies; W. H. Pepper, 20 copies; W. W. Ames, 1 
copy; C. B. Rouss, 8 copies. 
E. C. Rercuwatp, Treas. F. F. of A. 
234 South Water Street, Chicago. 


Paine's Memory Honored at Louisvilie. 


There was a Paine celebration at Louisville, Ky., 
on Jan. 27 in commemoration of the 158th anniver- 
sary of his birth, It was called a “Sacred Concert,” 
presumably to avoid an encounter with Kentucky's 
enlightened Sunday law. Turngemeinde Hall was 
well filled, the occasion was in every way an enjoy- 
able one, and the addresses were calculated to open 
the eyes of such orthodox people as heard them or 
read the reports of the meeting as given in the local 
papers. This was the program: 


1. Violin and Piano, Duet Louis and Phil. Hollenbach 


9. ODOTUS CT TEE Harmonia 
8. Vortrag ueber Thomas Pa: arl Neumeyer 
4. Gedicht : .Phil. Adams 
D... TRO CULO iiic esent ne eo biminn Rao Mera Seo Dd r. Carter 
Ge) Duet... ocio ee se neos cct Louis and Phil, Hollenbach 
Ws ReeltatiOn sissors oriasi sceccascses co enn een coena da Miss Carter 
8. Harmonia................ e cec ee eese eene 

9. Trompeter von Sackingen—Solo............. Jos. Simon 


Dancing after the entertainment, 


Mr. Neumeyer’s address was in German and dealt 
only with the political services of the Hero of Three 
Countries. Dr. Carter spoke in unqualified praise 
of both his political and religious writings. One of 
the most interesting parts of the program was a 
recitation by Miss Lois Bligh Carter, who is but fif- 
teen, but has recited at Mr. Remsburg's lectures in 
Louisville, and on this last occasion won the un- 
stinted praise of the Courier-Journal. E 


The legislativ season is here. Congress is 
already at work, and many of the state legis- 
latures are also in session. Soon all will be, and 
this is the opportunity for the political Chris- 
tians. During the next six months these meddlers 
will be more activ than ever before. We want 
each of our readers to constitute him- or herself 
& committee of one to keep watch of the enemies 
of the secular state. Report to us immediately 
every movement of the theocrats. Look out. for 
new Sunday laws and attempts to more rigor- 
ously enforce old ones; watch for appropriations 
to the church and to institutions under the con- 
trol of the church; gather all the facts that you 
can in relation to the exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation; be vigilant in regard to relig- 
ious teaching in the schools; note what is said 
and done about the employment and payment of 
chaplains; do not fail to keep informed and to in- 
form us as to the attacks which the anti-naturaliets 
are sure to make on the agencies of expression and 
transmission. Do not assume that the Editor will 
find out all about these things through the daily 
papers; there are hundreds of those journals, and 
there are only seven days in the week; something 
of vital importance to our cause may escape his eye 
and yours may catch it in the nick of time; it will 
be better for him to hav his attention called to it 
repeatedly than not to see it at all. So send along 
theitems. In this connection we will request all the 
members of the Freethought Letter-Writing Corps 
and all others who will now engage to write one 
letter each week to the target selected by the 
Captain to send us their names and addresses, not 
for publication, but that we may know how many 
there are, and so be better enabled to direct their 
activities. Let us make the coming year memorable 
in the annals of Secularism. 

a 

Mrs. M. P. KnEkzrv's lecture dates : 

Feb. 3d...........Allianee, O. Feb. 24th...Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Feb. 10th, Philadelphia, Pa. Feb. 24th..... Newark, N. J. 
Feb. 22d....New York City. 

The 17th and a few week evenings are still vacant in 
February. Those wanting lectures near the Sunday 
lecture times and places should write at once. March, 
the whole month (Sundays) she is in Cincinnati, and par- 
ties living near that city in Ohio, Kentucky, and West 
Virginia, who would like to secure week evening engage- 
ments should apply at once. Permanent address 802 
East 11th street, Kansas City, Kan. 


a — 


Tue list of Mr. Remsburg's appointments in Texas, on 
page 86, should be corrected as follows: Clifton, Febru- 
ary 19th, 20th; Dublin, 21st, 22d; Stephenville, 23d; Ft. 
Worth, 24th; Gainesville, 25th. 
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betters of friends. 


In the Center of the Thoroughfare. 


HovsroN, Tex., Jan. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $2 for back 
pay on my subscription. Times are hard 
and money scare with a laboring man. I 
shall try to do better in the future. Keep 
pounding away ; you are in the middle of 
the road. H. W. Newson. 


The Right Man in the Right Place. 

Warre Harr, Wrs., Jan. 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I want to do a little mis- 
sionary work for the cause of Free- 
thought. Inclosed is $1, for which send 
eight copies of Paine's '* Age of Reason.” 
Iama resident in the principal hotel 
here, and hav good opportunity to meet 
many people from all parts of the country; 
hav disposed of five copies within the last 
few months. Paine’s works are the best I 
know of to get people to investigate and 
seek the truth. When they hav once read 
Paine's works they are ready to take up 
some other works and investigate further. 

Yours truly, B. F. Wrxe. 


Unlike God's, Natnral Laws Are Fmmut- 
able. A 
Cocoanvt Grove, Fra., Jan. 4, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Please send me two copies 
of your ANNUAL. I think it must be good. 
If I had been asked to select the writers, 
the very first I should hav named are the 
eight you hav on your list, viz: R. G. In- 
gersoll, S. P. Putnam, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Helen H. Gardener, Susan H. Wix- 
on, Katie Kehm Smith, John Peck (when 
he writes on Freethought), and last but 
not least George E. Maedonald. I sin- 
cerely regret the inexorable law that pre- 
vented me from writing every name first, 
for each deserves first place. I must not 
close without expressing mv admiration 
aud earuest appreciation of Tau TRUTH 
SEEKER and its brave, effectiv work. 
SAMUEL RHODES. 


Heosierdom Awakened. 
New Ross, IND., Jan. 22, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: On the 18th, 19th, and 
20th of January, Franklin Steiner deliv- 
ered a series of lectures here. Despite 
the inclemency of the weather he bad very 
attentiv and appreciativ audiences. 

His actions are filled with grace; his 
speech is vigorous and effectiv. His argu- 
ments are strong; hisreasoning clear and 
logical; his humor keen, pleasant, and ap- 
propriate. 

Of his lectures, ‘‘ Morality without Su- 
perstition" is one among the best. It was 
permeated throughout with humorous in- 
fusions, which provoked laughter; it 
sparkled with truth; was supported by 
vastnese of resource and the soundest of 
reasoning, with no bias but the aim for 
truth. 

The commuuity is aroused; the lectures 
hav had the desired effects; they hav 
provoked comment, promoted thought, 
and exacted the cone:usion that Liberalism 
is growing. LIBERAL THINKER 


To Bury the Hatchet. 
p Kent, O., Jan. 22, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: I notice in your issue of 
Jan. 19th that a partisan Texan takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER to task for publishing a 
eard from me in which I, commenting on 
the results of the election of last Novem- 
ber, said, ‘‘Even the Memphis Appeal 
concedes that there is nothing left to the 
Democracy but heaven and Mississippi, 
and it might hav added hell and Texas, or 
perfidy and dishonor.”. The above sen- 
tence seems to hav greatly disturbed him. 
He thinks he sees sectional hate and fanat. 
icism lurking in it. Not understanding it 
he asks, ‘‘ What does the poor man mean 
by the expression, ‘Hell and Texas or 
perfidy and dishonor?’ " 

Lest your correspondent from Clinton, 
Texas, should nurse his wrath till it de- 
velops into sectional hate, allow me to ex- 
plein what was meant in the above quota- 
tions. ‘‘ Hell," is left to the democracy 
in the execration of the people for its be- 
trayal of their confidence. Texas is left, 
for it almost alone by its popular vote ap- 


proved of the record of the recreant Dem- | will harm no one. 


ocratic party. If he wishes to know what 
is meant by the words ‘‘ perfidy and dis- 


honor” Jet him read Cleveland’s letter to 
Representativ William Wilson, where his 
chief uses said words and from which they 
were quoted. s 

In conclusion allow me to say to Bro. S. 
M. Etheridge: Let us bury the hatohet of 
political intolerance along with that of re- 
ligiousintolerancs; then our political corns 
will be cured. Let us devote all our ener- 
gies to fighting our common enemy, eccle- 
siastical domination, lest it shall reduce us 
to mental serfdom. Knowing no section- 
alism, Iam, Yours, M. H. Hereawron. 
One Man Among Twenty-five Thousand 

Christians. 
Oswzao, N. Y., Jan. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed my 
dues as a member of your school. You, 
with your excellent assistant, Watson Hes- 
ton, giv your readers a paper excelled by 
none in liberating the beclouded mind 
from bondage. Please tell me if any of 
Mr. Ingersoll’s family are members of 
Christian churches; if so, what church? 

My ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought" is a volume of rich treasures, 
deserving of all the praise it is receiving. 

Only for my large amount of Liberal 
literature I should be as isolated as Robert 
Selkirk. I am the only outspoken Agnos- 
tic in a city of 25,000 inhabitants, enjoy- 
ing all the privileges and patronage given 
to a good Ohristian. The reason is the 
public appreciates an honest, fearless, true 
man. I hav no sympathy or respect for a 
coward. 

They are slaves who dare not speak 
The truth they needs must think; 
They are slaves who dare not be 
In the right with two or three. 

Our actions should be a silent educator 
of the public. We're in the fight to the 
finish. JASPER J. BRown 

[No member of Oolonel Ingersoll's 
family is a member of a church. —Exp. T. S.] 


All Sing! 
DvsvuQvE, Kan., Jan. 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: After having my crops on 
six hundred acres almost entirely de- 
stroyed by drouth two years in succes- 
sion, and after reading of the widespread 
destruction of crops throughout the Union 
by the same cause, I composed the follow- 
ing hymn, to be sung by the farmers on 
Thanksgiving days. Sing to the tune of 
“The Kansas Girl." 
God holds the rain within his hand, 
And lets the sun parch up the land. 
We sow the seed, it cannot grow— 
Praise him from whom all blessings ffow. 

Chorus: 
Come, farmers dear, hurrah, and cheer 
For him who takes away out home, 
And leaves us free this world to roam. 
The mortgage on the team is due, 
On wagon, plow, and harness too. 
** No extension" now, since crops won't 
grow— 

Praise him from whom all blessings flow. 


The farm for taxes will be sold, 

And we'll be fired out in the cold; 

No earthly cares then shall we know— 
Praise him from whom all blessings flow. 


We'll join the tramps and roam the earth 
And bear glad tidings of Christ's birth 
To every heathen here below— 

Praise him from whom all blessings flow. 


Yours truly, W. H. KERR. 


From a Former Shaker. 
Hammonton, N. J., Jan. 2, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $1 to 
bring me the best paper I know of for one- 
third of another ‘‘time.” I see Brother 
Hacker is able still to hit shams a whack 
now and again. I well remember how, 
some sixty years since, we prized the vis- 
its of his paper, the Pleasure Boat, It 
was radical then, but the Shakers tolerated 
it and the youths devoured the contents 
eagerly. I prize your paper because it 
keeps us informed of the doings of the 
would-be tyrants -would be if they could 
secure government help. The editorials, 


.| Observations, News and Notes, and John 


Peck’s contributions are all grand, while 
Heaton’s fund seems almost inexhaustible, 
May all liv to do immense good 

J. P. Cryder admits being a Spiritualist, 
and even a medium, and yet cannot say he 
knows nor that he hopes. I am not sure 
that any of us knows, as positiv knowledge 
comes by actual experience, but to hope 
Mr. Cryder thinks 
“there must be there, as here, a perpetual 


A struggle for existence,” ete. I will hope 


the incentiv to such may not exist there. {ing away at the old theological fossils 


Much if not all comes through the ruling 
of designing men and unjust laws on this 
side. D. R. Woxtutson. 


What the Sundayites Want. 


ViNuELAND, N. J., Deo. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: A few years ago a company 
of bigots in Pennsylvania formed what 
they called the National Reform Associa- 
tion, and now they and other churches are 
doing the best, or rather the worst, they 
can to get Congress to giv us more strin- 
gent Sunday laws. If there are cowards 
enough in Congress to grant their request 
—though Jesus in the first chapter of 
Mark abolished the Sabbath eighteen hun. 
dred years ago—we shall soon hav laws 
requiring every family to attend church 
and pay a regular salary to the minister, 
and fine, or imprison, every one who 
walks or rides anywhere on Sunday except 
to church and back. Jesus called the 
Jewish Sabbath a winebag that had 
stretched as far as it could without burst- 
ing, and if Congress enacts the above laws 
it will burst at once, or bé abolished for- 
ever, for the people are becoming too 
enlightened and intelligent to be driven 
into church by any laws that Congress can 
make. 

The churches hav had two days of glut- 
tony, called Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
and a week of idleness called holidays. 
Now let them take their aged, poor, worn- 
out and sick members out of the pauper- 
houses, and provide them with comfortable 
homes, especially in cities where they are 
crowded in with liars, thieves, drunkards, 
and harlots, and-hav no others for com- 
pany, or to feed or nurse them, if any 
nursing is ever done there, and where 
church people never go to see how their 
poor are treated. I hav never known a 
church to provide a comfortable home for 
8 wornout member, but always cart them 
off to a pauper-house and forsake them, 
and it is time for a change. With so much 
profession of godliness there should bea 
little humane action. J. Hacker. 


An Illustration that Illnstrates. 
Fort FargrrELD, ME., Jan. 21, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: In my confabs with my 
neighbors on religion they ask me.what I 
propose to giv them in the place of Chris- 
tianity. 

Now, then, I propose, on this occasion, 
with your permission (and I hope you will 
grant it), to answer that great and oft- 
repeated question satisfactorily to myself 
at least, and in a way that ought, I think, 
to be satisfactory to every sensible person. 

Suppose, for instance, that I hav lived 
in a land of rattlesnakes, and should call 
on my friend Mr. Smith for a sociable 
chat, and we should see a rattlesnake 
come crawling slong the road. Mr. Smith 
says to me, ‘*See there, Mr. Gilman, see 
that rattlesnake! Take my gun, and go 
and shoot him.” ‘‘ Well, hand me your 
gun.” Sol take the gun and go out and 
shoot the snake. ‘‘Now, Mr. Smith, 
what shall I do with this snake?" ‘‘Oh, 
throw it over there into the brush out of 
the way, that’s all you need do with it." 
“Now, Mr. Smith, what do you wish me 
to put therein the road in the place of that 
rattlesnake?” ‘‘Why, nothing, Mr. Gil- 
man; of course not. It’s enough to get 
rid of that confounded rattlesnake without 
putting anything in its place. And you 
did well, Henry, to shoot it and kill it as 
quicklyas you did.” *' Oh, well, I suppose 
I used to shoot rebels when I was off in 
the war. At any rate, I did the best I 
could at it.” à 

;''Now, my Ohristian friend, it is pre- 
cisely so with regard to religion. Let us get 
rid of that hydra-headed, malign, gigantic, 
all-damnable monster, Christianity; de- 
stroy it entirely; wipe it off the face of 
the earth! And we don’t want to replace 
it with anything in particular. But com- 
mon sense and reason will involuntarily 
insinuate themselvs in where that was, and 
take its place, and before we are aware of 
it that will be an accomplished fact, and 
then the millenninm will be near at hand, 
and we shall be living in a world of happy 
people.” 

Many other similar comparisons might 
be drawn, but I think that one is enough 
to convince any reasonable person that I 
am correct. I am now at work with my 
tongue the same as ever. I am hammer- 


with all my might. 

Yours for truth against error; victory 

or death, Henry H. Girman. 
A Large Number of Questions. 
Esrriven, Kaw., Deo. 10, 1894. 

Mn. EprroR: Sometimes I think that 
ignorauce is about the only thing that has 
been rewarded in this world; at least, in 
every age intellizence has been regarded 
as crime. 

I was talking with a Bible believer the 
other day. He said it was not hard to un- 
derstand Revelation—wanted to know if 
I had studied Revelation, to which I re- 
plied, **Yes, I will quote from the 12th 
chapter aud explaiu: ‘Aud there ap- 
peared a great wonder in heaven, a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, aud upon her head a crown of 
twelve stars,’ eto., ‘and there appeared 
another wonder in heaven, and behold a 
great red dragon, haviug seven heads, 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon 
his heads, and his tail drew the third 
part of the stars of heaven, and did cast 
them npon the earth.’ Let us examin 
this story. Of course the woman was 
ratber above the medium size. Noth- 
ing is said about her husband; perhaps 
she never had one. Wedon’t know where 
heaven is located, consequently it is hard 
to tell on what planet the dragou was. 
He must hav had a wonderfal tail, mill- 
ions of miles in length, hundreds of miles 
in diamster, to say nothing about the size 
of his body, which must hav been almost 
beyond the flight of our imagination to 
calculate. I don’t know where he kept 
bis tail coiled. When he oast his tail 
among the stars to enoirole a third part of 
them, the force of gravity would hav held 
his tail, while another planet would hav 
held his body, and trying to draw the 
other planets with his tail might hav pulled 
his tail off, or drawn his body from the 
planet it was on. Did God make this drag- 
on? if so, what for? can anyoue see the 
design? Where are those stars that were 
cast to the earth? What would be the re- 
sult of such a catastrophe? What became 
of the people, or wa3 this earth inhabited 
at that time? If not, who saw the 
dragon?" . He thought I was a blas- 
phemsr. Nothing can be more absurd 
than the claims that tho Bible is a super- 
human production. Think of a God who 
would inspire the writing of such a book. 
Why doesn’t he write another Bible, or did 
he do the best he could and quit? Why 
did he not write one that everybody could 
believe? Why does he punish a man be- 
cause things are not reasonable? Could 
he save all men if he wanted to, and, if so, 
why don’t he do it? What in the name of 
common sense doss he wanta Bible for 
anyhow? Oannot infinit wisdom get 
along without the Bible? Does reading 
the Bible make people honest, and, if so, 
are then all people honest who believe the 
Bible? Are there any honest people who 
disbelieve the dogma of inspiration? Iam 
satisfied that we would bo far better off 
to-day if the Bible had never been written. 
Of course those who love their enemies 
persecute me, aud I am not an enemy; 
for many years I hav been an uubeliever 
in the Christian religion. I believe in 
liberty now, always and everywhere. 
I don’t like the gods about whom I hav 
heard. O. V. WILLIAMS. 


What Conneeticut Liberals Are Doing. 
Nonwank, Oonn., Jan. 8, 1895. 

Mr. Epor: Perhaps the readers of 
Tun Truru SEEKER would like to hear 
from Connecticut occasionally. I hav the 
pleasure of writing very gratifying news ; 
in fact, you might call it glad tidings of 
great joy. 

One year ago I thought I would take 
upon myself the responsibility of trying to 
hav church property taxed. I appealed to 
the Freethinkers of the state, and a few of 
them responded, but I finally received the 
names of many more and sent them blank 
petition sheets; and what has been the re- 
sult? Every city in Connecticut has 
canvassers, except Waterbury, and the 
subject has caused much discussion and 
argument. Business men and property- 
holders are approving of it unanimously. 
Next month the petition is to be presented 
to the legislature, and we hav secured two 
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fight for it. i made) it seems to me thatall sin committed | senate. He was not supported by a single | McAllister. 
When I first came out with my blank | by those beings made by God and con- | vote, but we are not discouraged: Weare} General Stiles continued the practice 


petitions for signatures, the editor of a 
paper published in my city called mea 
genius, others a crank, and some crazy. 
But what's ina name? 'These very peo- 
ple, from personal knowledge, I would not 
trust, and furthermore they are densely 
ignorant. Let the exemptionists laugh 
and scoff, but the day is drawing near 
when every dollar of their church proper- 
ty will be taxed. Itis the duty of every 
Liberal to work for the realization of this 
great reform, and now that we are on the 
eve of the hope of success let us deserve 
to win the battle by working hard for it. 

My co-workers are P. B. Mackey, of 
Bridgeport; O. J. Watson, Mrs. J. E. 
Welch, O. N. Finch, New Haven; N. F. 
Griswold, Mrs. A. M. Curtis, Meriden ; 
W. H. Higgs, Thomas Holester, Hartford; 
P. Dunham, A. P. Tanner, New London ; 
Andrew Hoyberg, Norwich; Dr. Knox, 
Danbury; Geo. F. Elliot, New Britain ; 
James R. Larmer, Jr., Norwalk, and W., 
N. Palmer, Willimantic. The pioneer la- 
- bors of these men and women will always 
bean honor to their names, whether vio- 
tory comes soon or late. Equal taxation 
is going to benefit not only the the owner 
ofa house but the one who rents, for as 
taxes will be lower, rents will beless. If 
there is any one who desires to contrib- 
ute toward defraying the expense of this 
undertaking, it will be not only be a help 
but a worthy aot. 

Every corporation, whether religious or 
otherwise, will abuse exemption privileges, 
Trinity church corporation proves this as- 
sertion ; note the recent exposure of its 
‘flagrant violation of the law. It buildings 
are unsafe, the drainage bad, and water 
on the ground floor only. And the reve- 
. nue derived from this property is used to 
embellish its monuments dedicated to şu- 
perstition and erect new ones. The peo- 
ple may livin filth and danger, for the 
glory of God and the benefit of a narrow- 
minded priesthood which has been a curse 
to the world wherever the dark shadow of 
its cross has fallen. 

This is what the Liberals of Connecticut 
are doing, and I hope the Liberals of other 
states will follow our example, and even if 
they fail at first, lose not hope. 

It would be well for each of us to send 
our representativs a copy of the pamphlet 
* Church Property," published by the 
Truth Seeker Company, and also to write 
a personal letter on the subject. 

` James E. LARMER, JR. 


Is Not Enamored of God. 
New Brrram, Cony., Jan. 27, 295. 

Mr. Eprrog: I want to tell you how a 
free Methodist minister (who said he had 
once been an Infidel) explained to me the 
justice of Jesus being killed for the sins 
of all who repented and believed on him. 
He said, ‘‘ You see it required an infinit 
sacrifice to pay the debt, and Jesus, who 
was God in man, gave himself as a ransom 
for many to redeem them. If he had not 
been infinit it would not hav been a suf- 
ficient payment, but now it is more than 
enough." TI asked, ‘‘Do you mean to tell 
me that God died when the Jews crucified 
Jesus?" '*" Why, no,” said he, **Jesus was 
God in man, and of course God could not 
die.” ‘‘ Well, then,” said T, ‘‘if Jesus the 
God lived and offered Jesus the man who 
died, where is the infinit sacrifice? And 
furthermore, it would not require an in- 
finit sacrifice unless there had been a 
crime committed of immeasurable magni- 
tude. But it is assumed that the sin was 


of that kind, because was not the punish- 


ment eternal? and the reward for repent- 
ing and believing is eternal happiness. 
(Mat. xxv, 46. ‘And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment; but the 
righteous into life eternal’), Now, while 
I admit that if I owe a debt I should pay 
just the amount owed, and no more; yet 
itis unreasonable to believe that I should 
ask God to forgiv me for what Adam did 
and believe that Jesus was my redeemer 
and mediator for that offense or any 
other against God, or else God will cast 
me into the lake where the beast and false 
prophet are, in torment day and night for 
ever. If there is a God of justice, who 
*made all things, and without him was 
not anything made’ (which would imply 
thatthere werethingsin existence that were 


‘this locality. 


troled by natures he had given them and 
laws of nature and external surroundings 
that he foreknew (or elge his prophets 
knew more than he) aud therefore fore- 
ordained (or else he had not the power to 
prevent) is not sin, and we are not puppets. 

Now, by the reductio ad absurdum, it 
God is just he is unjust, because he con- 


trols all and then holds us responsible for 


our acts, and if he is almighty we poor 


little finite. beings cannot do anything to 
injure him. And therefore it is more rea- 
sonable to believe that our first hypothesis 
is false and that there is no personal god 
such as is alleged. If God hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh, then Pharaoh was not 
responsible, and if God held Pharaoh re- 
sponsible, God was unjust. 
cepted a gift of the best that Abel had, but 
rejected the best that Cain offered. I would 
rather take up with Augusta Ohapman's 


If God ac- 


rejected little tin god. If God chose the 


Jews and gave them privileges and a des- 
tiny not accorded to the rest of the human 


race, beeause he had made a covenant with 
Abraham, I hav no use for such a god. A 
nice little stone god that I can put on the 
mantel, and will do no one an injustice, is 
better. If God gave Jephthah a battle and 
as payment had Jephthah murder his lovely 
daughter, I would hate him and not fear 
him. If he smote Uzza dead for trying to 
save the falling ark, he wasatyrant. If 
he killed seventy thousand of Israel be- 
canse David had taken a census after he, 
or Satan, had tempted David to do so, 
he was as bad as David. A little wooden 
god will do for me as well. : 
Gro. F. Ernrrorr. 


They Are Alive Up There. 
Crooxston, Miny., Jan. 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3, and send 
me ‘‘Force and Matter" and the '* Cos- 
mian Hymn Book." 
Freethought makes good progress in 


met last Saturday, elected officers, and en- 
rolled five new members. We are away 
up in politics ; our state senator, our audi- 
tor, our sheriff, one county commissioner, 


and our deputy county treasurer are all 
members of our League and activ in the 
work. The officers of the League are Elias 


Steenerson, pres.; Ole E. Hagen, seo., 
and Jos Mathews, treas. 


place. An ex-Methodist minister from Or- 


egon, John L. Erickson, who has become 
converted to Freethought, has moved here 
and has organized a Scandinavian Free 
church. It is called the First Scandinavian 
All the mem- 


Free Church of Crookston. 
bers of the League belong to the church, 
and Mr. Erickson has joined our League, 


The new organization has met with grati- 
fying success; it was organized in the lat- 
ter part of November, and now has over 
Tt has in connection with 


fifty members. 
it a literary society called Menarva num- 


bering &bout as many, and also a Women's 


Friendly Society, just organized, called 
Freya. The object of these societies is the 
pursuit of truth by scientific methods, re- 
gardless of results; to promote happiness 
and good will among men—in short, to 
liv for men and not for gods. We expect 


to start 2 Sunday school soon. It is a new 
project and of course its success is not yet 


certain, but if it continues as it has begun 
itis sure to prosper. Mr. Erickson is an 
able man and well trained in such work, 
but it seems to me the Liberals are much 
harder to organize than the orthodox. I 
presume it is because Liberals hav no 
hell to scaré with nor heaven with which 
to conjure, leaving all the cohesion to be 
supplied by the social qualities they pos- 
sess, Which are not always abundant. 

If you can giv "8 some suggestions as to 
making our meetings interesting and at- 
traotiv, and especially how to keep a Sun- 
day-school going, I shall be thankful. Are 
there any text books in existence calculat- 
ed to fill such a want? Ishould like to 
hav a good picture of Colonel Ingersoll 
to hang up in our hall. If you hav one 
you may send it to me, and I will remit 
by return mail. l 

Our state senator, P. M. Renzdal, start- 
ed the Liberal ball a-rolling in the legis- 
lativ department by entering a protest 


in the right and shall prevail though we 
hav to travel many a roundabout way to 
reach our destination. 
fast being molded into the form of Free- 
thought. 


work adapted to the more juvenil classes 
in Sunday-schools, as Katie Kehm Smith 
has often lamented in these columns. 


under the name of Stiles & Lewis. 
Although General Stiles never held or 
sought public office after his two terms as 
city attorney, he was always a public- 
spirited citizen. He possessed the spirit 
of a reformer. General Stiles believed 
that no future life was to be hoped for; he 
always held that when a man’s breath left 
him it was the end of him. He denied the 


Public opinion is 


ELIAS STEENERSON. 
[Unfortunately, we hav at present no 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1895. 


The Freethought League 


In addition to 
this, there is another activ Freethought 
move among the Seandinavians in this 


The Oregon Liberals hav temporarily sup- 


plied the need with type-written lessons, 
prepared at state headquarters and sent 


by mail to the local societies. See Mrs. 
Smith’s article on Sunday schools in Tan 
No 
doubt that indefatigable worker would giv 
our Minnesota correspondent additional 


information and useful hints if he should 


write to her, stating definitly and suc- 
cinctly the points upon which they need 
enlightenment. Address, ‘‘ Katie Kehm 
Smith, Oregon City, Or.,” inclosing stamp 
for reply. 

There is a very fine panel picture of 
Colonel Ingersoll, 18 by 24 inches, which 
we send prepaid for $5. It givs satisfae- 
tion to all who procure it. 

In this connection it will be opportune 
to suggest to the wide-awake Freethinkers 
of Crookston and vicinity that they can 
do excellent work for the common cause 
by taking hold with a will and helping 
Comrade S. J. Fleckten, of Kandiyohi, in 
his splendidly heroic and so-far single- 
handed fight against the Bible and relig- 
ious services in the common schoois., Re- 
read the leading editorial in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of January 26, and then write to 
Mr. Fleckten or to us, and let the friends 
all over the country know just how much 
you want the schools of Minnesota freed 
from the clutch of priestoraft. There is 
an opening here for a telling campaign for 
the separation of religion and state educa- 
tion. Take hold all together. —Ep. T. S.] 


Mortuary—Gen. I. N. Stiles. 
Cutoago, ILL., Jan. 21, 1895. 
Ms. Eprron: This well known lawyer and 
Freethinker passed away at his residence, 
2824 Rosalie Court, Thursday morning. 
Several years ago the deceased was stricken 
with paralysis, to which he finally svo- 


eumbed, and for the last four years he 
was totally blind. Falling into a comatose 


condition twenty-four hours before dying, 


he never returned to consciousness, and 


apparently sank away without a struggle 
or pain. f 


Gen. I, N. Stiles was born sixty-two 
His 
He 
At 


years ago, in 1833, in Suffield, Conn. 
father, Anson Stiles. was a farmer. 
attended school during the winters. 
the age of nineteen he moved to Lafayette, 


Ind., where he read law and taught singing- 


school at nieht to support himself. 


He was admitted to the bar in 1854 and 
It was not long before ha 
had acquired quite a reputation as a public 
speaker, a reputation which grew with 
every year until his infirmity came upon 


began practice. 


him. 


He was prosecuting-attorney at Lafay- 


ette two years, and a member of the In- 
diana legislature in the session of 1857-8. 
At the outbreak of the war Mr. Stiles had 
a very successful practice, yet he enlisted 
as a private. 

He was captured at Malvern Hill and 
was confined in Libby prison for six weeks, 
when he was exchanged. While in prison 
he contracted a disease from which he 
never fully recovered. His services were 
then rewarded with promotion to the rank 
of major of the Sixty-third Indiana. He 
afterwards became lieutenant colonel and 
Colonel of his regiment, and was brevetted 
brigadier general for gallantry on the field 
of battle at Franklin, Tenn. 

General Stiles came to Chicago at the 
close of the war and resumed the practice 
of law. He was at first alone, but in 1867 
he formed a partnership with W. K. Moc- 
Allister. McAllister was elected to the 
circuit bench. ` 

General Stiles was elected city attorney 
in 1867, and was reélected two years later. 
At the close of his second term he entered 
into partnership with M. F. Tuley, the 
firm-name being Tuley, Stiles & Lewis, 
and it was considered one of the strongest 
law firms in the city. Mr. Tuley being 
elected to the circuit bench, dissolved this 


^ 


separate existence of soul and body. He 


was a great friend of Col. Robert G. In- 
gersoll, whose belief was his. 


He was a 
man of positiv views, and bitterly hated 
hypocrisy and rascality. 

For many years before he Jost his eye- 
sight, and when he was one of the promi- 
nent figures at the Chicago bar, General 
Stiles lived on the west side of Warren 
avenue, right opposit my house. He was, 
perhaps, the most universally popular man 
in the neighborhood. He wassought after 
by youug and old alike for his ready 
humor, his all-inclusiv kindliness, and his 
sturdy honesty. He was one of the most 
genial of men in company. A remarkable 
irait in his character was his courage in 
his blindness; he made every effort to keep 
up not only his own spirit bnt those of his 
friends. To his musical acquaintances he 
would say, **Why on earth should anyone 
write & song entitled *Pull Down the 
Blind,’ as if the blind did not hav trouble 
enough without there being a popular 
movement to pull them down?” His 
anecdotes when addressing a jury hav ac- 
quired & national reputation. A juryman 
begged to be excused on the plea that he 
had the itch. ‘‘Scratch him,” said the 
general, and of course the juryman got off. 
His appreciation of humor continued to 
the end. ' 

An old client, a German, called to pay 
his respects, and incidentally expressed 
his great regret that he had lost his fav- 
orit dog. **I never comes home,” said the 
German, ‘‘but that dog chump up und 
velcome me more than ever my vife; and 
now that dog is gone.” ‘* Perhaps he is 
calling on his girls.” the general said. 
‘Dat dog never come back," was the 
reply; ‘‘ he is a gel,” 

General Stiles took his affliction philo- 
sophically and. for a year two, continued 
his practice. S57^-^-- ^ttended him con- 
stantly. Approaching o'd age and increas- 
ing infirmity reduced him to a state where 
he was compelled to giv up all work. 

He was a firm Freethinker. Members 
of his family say that he held to the tenets 
of his belief to the end. 

The last time I heard him defending 
Freethought was about six or seven years 
ago, or just before his affliction. It was 
at Thomas Paine’s Anniversary at Central 
Music Hall. He was the speaker of the 
evening. The lecture he delivered conld 
be duplicated by only one other in this 
world. 

General Stiles thought this life here was 
the one to enjoy. His aim was to make 
everybody happy, and he practiced that 
to the full extent of his ability. 

The fnneral took place at his residence 
on the Saturday morning at 11 o'clock. 
The ceremonies were in charge of the 
Loyal Legion. M. M. Mangasariav, lect- 
urer of the Chicago Society for Ethical 
Culture, and Chaplain Edwards of the 
Loyal Legion conducted the exercises, 
Solos were sung by Miss Eleanor Smith. 
No prayers were offered (that pleased me). 
Mr. Mangasarian referred to General 
Stiles’s peaceful death, and said: ‘* Ho is 
now where there is no pain." Healso paid 
a tribute to the wife, who had ministered 
so nobly to her husband during the long 
period of his helplessness. Chaplain Ed- 
wards’s address was largely biographical; 
he traced the zeneral's career from boy. 
hood, and told of his achievements and 
suffering as a soldier, and his record as a 
lawyer. 

Many of the city's representativ profes. 
sional and business men were present, 
The body was taken in the afternoon to 
Loda, Ill., for burial, where his first wife, 
who died in 1877, is interred. Her funeral 
ceremonies were conducted by the general 


himself. : 

General Stiles took, at times, an activ 
part in polities. He was a Democrat, but 
never hesitated because of his own party 
affiliation to denounce what was wrong. 

E. C, Rutonwanp, Treas., F. F., of A. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Little Brown Hands. 


They drive home the cows from the pasture 
Up through the long shady lane, 

Where the quail whistles loud in the wheatfield, 
All yellow with ripening grain. 


They find in the thick waving grasses, 
Where the scarlet-lipped strawberry grows; 
"Thev gather the earliest snowdrops 
And the first crimson buds of the rose. 


"They toss the hay in the meadow, 
They gather the elder blooms white, 
They find where the dusky grapes purple 
In the soft-tinted autumn light. 


They know where the apples hang ripest 
And are sweeter than Italy’s wines; 

They know where the fruit is the thickest 
On the long, thorny blackberry vines. 


They gather the delicate seaweeds 
And build tiny castles of sand; 

They pick up the beautiful seashells— 
Fairy barks that hav drifted to land. 


They wave from the tall, rocking treetops, 
Where the oriole’s hammock-nest swings, 

And at night-time are folded in slumber 
By a song that a fond mother sings. 


Those who toil bravely are strongest; 
The humble and poor become great; 
And from those brown-handed children 

Shall grow mighty rulers of state. 


The pen of the author and statesman, 
The noble and wise of our land; 

The sword and the chisel and palet 
Shail be held in the little brown hand. 


—Pitisburg Bulletin. 
—.»—— —— 


Wheu Science Rules. 


` When Science fair shall bud and flower 

On every land and sea; 

When liberty and mental power 
Shall universal be; 

Then shall the light of love and truth 
On this fair earth abound, 

And in the heart of age and youth 
Shall happiness be found. 


The Inquirendo Club. 


X.— CONCLUDED. 


** We hav called this meeting to order, 
only to dismiss our members at the final 
session," announced Florence. ‘‘ Aunt 
Margaret must leave this winter for her 
Southern home, and Ernestine, I suppose, 
will hay to return to school duties, so our 
pleasant little band must break ranks. 
But before we part tell me what you think 
of my venture, now?" ‘‘It was a most 
excellent one,” they all averred, while 
Aunt Margaret said: ''It exceeded even 
my wildest expectations, because I was not 
prepared for the general interest mani- 
fested. On the whole, I think our summer 
was profitably and pleasantly spent.” 

** And I,” declared Arthur, ‘‘ was at first 
skeptical regarding Florenoce's plan, but 
you know what Goldsmith prophesied: 


‘Those who came to scoff, remained to 
pray.’” 
‘Listen to Ernestine’s poem,” com- 
manded Lillie. On the silence, her clear 
voice rang out: 


November’s winds are chill and drear 
And drear its leaden hue; 
Where. once the bright sun warmly 
gleamed 
In skies of deepest hue, 


"Tis Nature's sad recital 
Of dear dead summer’s reign, 
To never view her rosy fields 
Or see her form again. 


Bat the harvest moon gleams golden 
O’er barren fields and glen; 

Sad heart, despond not wholly, 
The sun will shine again. 

What tho’ the rain beats ever 
With black clouds bending low, 

Take heart, nor lose the promis 
Of gold beneath the bow. 

The darkest cloud, ’tis told us, 
Has brightest beams of light; 

Despair not then, bend bravely 
Thy pinions for fresh flight. 


To strengthen will and venture 
Thy fortune ’gainst the rub, 

Has been the aim and purpose 
Of the Inquirendo Club. 


“That poem, as you will readily per- 
ceive, was written in extreme haste,” 
apologized the young poet, ''butif you 
are not too greatly discouraged over that 
attempt, I will repeat the little poem I 


wrote for our last meeting, which I trust 
will sound better: 


FRIENDSHIP'S WORTH. 
Tur I—— C—, 1, 80, '95. 
When the tired heart seems lonely 
With none to bless or cheer, 
How sweetly gleams the precious boon 
Of friendship's presence near. 


O sweetly blessed friend of man, 
What comfort thou canst giv! 
To make a dull sky lovely, 
And deem it good to liv. 


therefore do right, or what our conscience 
approves, because such doing produces a 
state of mind that is tranquil and harmo- 
nious, and brings us into a condition that 
we call happiness. S. H. W. 


— M 


Correspondence. 


WATERLOO, IND., Jan. 19, 1895. 
Drar Miss Wrxow: As I hava little time 
I will write to you. I did not go to school 
to-day because it was examination for the 
large pupils, and the first, second, and 


The brightest, dearest thing on earth, 
Promote its growth, ye sage, 

And herald its dawn, O poets gay! 
Proclaim it through the ages. 


Live for its smiles, sweat beauty, 
Adorn it with thy presence; 

Diffuse its blessings far and wide, 
For cotters, kings- and peasants. 


Without thy beam f, sh, what e life, 
A cold and barren zone, 
Bereft of love and kindred joys 
So sunless, sad, and lone. 
More bright than gold, more rare than 
gems. 
The richest land ere brings, 
It shines as fair on cottage 
As on the dome of kings. 


“I do not think that surpasses your 
other production,” said Arthur critically, 
when young Ralph interrupted with, ‘‘I 
say, what do you think of this for an as- 
sertion: ‘I esteem rather the delusion 
which makes me happy than the truth 
which presses me to the earth.' 

“Ido not like it at all,” said Florence, 
*'it is too orthodox in sentiment. No one 
should esteem any delusion, knowing it to 
be such, under the pretense that it con- 
duces to happiness. The sentiment is 
weak; the author feebly attempting to ex- 
cuse & falsehood, simply because it over- 
throws some of her pet idols. Why don’t 
those people hav the same regard for the 
poor heathen? Don’t you suppose it 
makes them unhappy to destroy their pet 
idols?” 

Arthur took a philosophical view of the 
question. ‘‘It seems to me,” he said, 
** that the author displays more knowledge 
of rhetoric than a perception of what 
constituted true happiness. It is impos- 
sible to preserve illusions knowing them to 
be such. If ‘ignorance is bliss,’ it is no 
argument against knowledge. Truth is 
often unkind, but after all its presence is 
more essential to wholesome gladness than 
a pretty deception.” 

“I think we will hav to adjourn the 
meeting, or rather terminate the sessions 
of the Club,” said Aunt Margaret, ‘‘ as it 
is already past 4. And let me say, my 
dear young people, that your attention 
and quick purposes hav delighted me very 
much, Iam glad that Florence thonght 
of such a plan, for I realize now, as never 
before, how well you are prepared for the 
future." And gently, kindly, Aunt Mar- 
garet looked into the faces of her hopeful 
charges for the last time that year. 


Ipa Battov. 


ce À cd n 
What the Little Folks Are Saying. 
Little Brother: ‘‘ What you studyin’ so 

hard?" Little Sister:  '' Synonyms.” 

Little Brother: ‘‘ What's them?" Little 

Sister: ‘‘All sorts o° words that mean the 

same thing." Little Brother: '* What 

good is they? One word ought to be 
enough." Little Sister: ‘‘Huh! Wait till 
you get into society. Yesterday Mrs. 

Newcomer showed me a picture of a baby, 

and I ssid it was sweet and lovely and 

cunning and cute, and I don’t know what 
all. After that she said that wasn’t her 
baby, but sombody else’s. Then she 
showed me a picture of her own baby. 

And then I had to think up a lot more 

nice words so she wouldn't feel 'fended. 

If I hadn't studied synonyms, I'd ’a’ jus’ 

died.—Good News. 

Miss Kitty: ‘‘Mamma, will we know 
folks in hesven same as we do here?" 
Mamma: ''I think there is no doubt of 
that, my dear." ‘‘ Will I know Jane 
Gopplins?" ‘‘Who is Jane Gopplins?” 
** She's the big freckled girl that livs over 
the grocery store down the street." ‘‘If 
you are both good enough to go to heaven, 
my dear, you will certainly know her." 
(After some moments of profound cogita- 
tion) '* I won't hav to speak to her, will I, 
mamma?"—OChicago Tribune. 

t ll € ———— 

ExrrnmiENOE teaches that wrongdoing 
makes unhappiness and misery. We 


third grades did not hav to attend. I go 
to school in a little brick school-house in 
she pom, and there is just one room 
in it. 


It is good sleighing now, and we hav lota 


of fun jumping bob-sleds during recess 


and noon. Franklin Steiner and Mrs. 


Krekel wrote to ns and wanted to come 
here and lecture, but our opera house 
burnt down last summer and we could hav 
no leoture. 
from a little Kansas girl, Miss Gina Wolf, 
and she sent us a paper with Mr. Charles- 
worth's wedding notice in it. 
out and send it to you. It was in the 
Wichita Eagle. 
thinker friend, 


My sister Gracie got a letter 


I will cut it 


From your little Free- 
atriz SaAr/TSwAN. 


[Thanks for newspaper cutting. Please 


describe Waterloo next time you write.— 
E». C. C.] 


WALLA WALLA, Wasu., Deo. 28, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav been thinking 
about writing to the Children’s Corner for 
some time, but was afraid I could not 
write good enough. I am going to school 
and learning to spell, read, and write. I 
am seven years old; f hav one brother and 
one sister. both older than myself. My 


papa is a Freethinker; he has taken THE 


TRUTH Seexer for along time. I like to 


look at the pictures and read the children’s 


letters, The preacher came to see us last 
week; he ssid he was around getting ac- 
quainted. I don’t think he will come to 
see us again, for papa gave him Tue TRUTH 
SEEKRR to look at, and he was much sur- 
prised to think anybodv was so wicked as 
to read such a paper; he said he was à 
missionary all the way from Kentucky; 
came to organize Sunday- schools to teach 
us ‘“‘ poor little heathens” to be good. I 
do not go to Sunday-school, but stay at 
home and play with my dolly, or go visit- 
ing. IfI see this in the paper I may write 
again, Susie SHELTON. 


[You hav done well, Susie, for the first 
letter. We shall be pleased to hear from 
such a bright girl often. — En. C. C.] 


: CLOVERDALE, VA., Jan. 1, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxow: It is not the January 
winds and rain that hav caused me to fly 
to your Corner. I was attracted by the 
bright and merry chatter of the boys and 
girls, But why is it that some of the 
young men and women do not join the 
circle? The old year has come and gone, 
and I wonder how many new resolutions 
hav been made. I know that I should like 
to giv you a short history of our country 
if I were allowed space, but I fear, should 
I attempt this, Miss Wixon would turn it 
over to the waste-basket. I am an Infidel. 
I hav two brothers and one sister. My 
father and mother are Christians; they 
belong to the German Baptist church. I 
like to read that good paper, THE TRUTH 
Szcxzr; I think that it is the best journal 
published. There are not many Free- 
thinkers down here; everybody seems io 
believe in the ghost book. Oh, what a 
glorious thing it would be if we could open 
the eyes of the blind, then the church bell 
w^uld be heard no more, and the preacher 
would hav to work for his living instead 
of sponging on the poor blind church- 
members. 

Correspondents wanted; feminin gender 
preferred. 

From your Liberal friend, 

C. E. Brown. 


[But there's & good time coming, and 
the writer wil help to hasten it along.— 
E». C. O.] 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, 81, 

Woman: Four Centuries «f Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 f" $1. j 

Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children’s Btory-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 


Bv R, B, Westbrook, A.M, 
Third Thousand. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


& Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: Daner. 50 cents. 


An Unofficial Patriot, 


A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR. 


The literary hit of the scason.—Chicago Times. 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE - 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. | 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. I 


À Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Bplendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Gfab—Under rotest—For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 
Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead—An Irre- 
sponsible Educated Class—The Moral He- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex—Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 
Surgery. 

Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read it 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. *''Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grassho pers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undorta 6 8 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, ks 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEY' 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 60 cents. 


: Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


MARRIAGE AND Divorce: The Effect of 
Each on Personal Status and Property 
Rights, with a Consideration of Fraud- 
ulent Divorces and Ethios of Divorce. 
For Popular and Professional Use. By 
Henry O. Whitney, counselor of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 
Philadelphia: John E. Potter & Com- 
pany. Oloth, 8vo., 877 pp. Price, $3.50. 
This is a valuable work, in that it fur- 

nishes the student or reasoner the basis of 

facts which he must hav if he would draw 
approximately correct conclusions. It is 
avery full exposition of the nature, his- 
tory, and legal aspects of the marriage 
contract, and shows the effect of marriage 
and divorce on personal status and prop- 

erty rights, It givs a summary of the di- 

vorce laws of the various states of the 

Union and of Europe. There is a chapter 

on what the author calls the ‘‘ evils of 

fraudulent divorce.” Simmered down to 
its essence of fact and intent, this offense 
is seen to be purely technical, legal, so far 
as the consenting principals are concerned. 

We find in the volume a mass of accurate 
and well-arranged information for the use 
of the general public, and copious refer- 
ences to legal authorities for the profes- 
sional use of lawyers. The author declares 
that women every where are demanding the 
abrogation of laws which are out of har- 
mony with modern conditions, and that 
this growing sentiment of revolt naturally 
leads to the making of extravagant claims. 
What is imperativly needed to-day is a 
sound knowledge of the facts, of the his- 
tory and development of the marriage 
relation, and of the changed social condi- 
tions that operate to make reforms in the 
laws of divorce an absolute essential of 
health and growth. It should hav been 
added that the study of positiv science has 
done much and in the near future will do 
immeasurably more to alter our ethical 
standards and thus lead to the liberaliza- 
tion of the legal conditions that hedge 
about the sexual relations. The publishers 
observe that ‘‘ Marriage and Divorce” is 
at once **a social study, an essay on morals, 
and a handbook of law." When it is asked 
what the object of the writer is, what the 
book advocates, the publishers present this 
summary of the author’s arguments: 

**1, The vastly increased demand for 
divorce is the outcome of the changed 
social and economic conditions of life. 
Where people used to liv simple lives in 
villages and towns they are now thrown 
into crowded cities, with more distractions 
and temptations, from enlarged social 
circles and much travel. ` 

“2, Though multiplicity of divorce be an 
evil worse evils would ensue if this remedy 
were refused while the causss remain, 

**8, A limited area of divorce is not com- 
patible with the  enfranchisment of 
women. 

*4. Judicious statesmanship, and not 
abstract morality, is the desideratum for 
the wise operation of divorce law. 

**5. While marriage may be a religious 
sacrament, it is practically a legal contract, 
so to be dealt with. 

**6. The field for reformers is the social 
world; let the causes for divorce be 
abridged, and divorce as an effect will be 
abridged also.” __ 

The gentlemen who, in almost every 
department of human relations, are so 
anxious to save ‘‘society ” from dissolution 
by means of more and more restrictiv and 
oppressiv and cruel legislation will find in 
the last preceding paragraph food for 
seriousrefleotion. ‘‘The field for reformers 
is the social world"—that is, instead of 
Puritan statutes what is needed is educa- 
tion, sympathy, improved economic con- 
ditions. 

ASRABAM Linconn: Was Hz A OgnisTIAN? 

By John E. Remsburg. New York: The 
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By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octa vo, 165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


‘Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Yeers. 


WA 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Yrars or Frez- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 

` unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
{ THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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whom is no less a person than Mrs. Lin- 


this book, and believe that the President, 
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to that extent you impose a tax upon the 
whole community." : 
Twenty years ago the Republican party 
was alive to the dangers of ecclesiasticism, 
and Grant and Garfield advocated the just 
taxation of all property equally, as the best 
means to disarm a wily foe, that was only 
waiting to strike at the heart of political 
freedom. To-day every political party is 
dumb on the question of church taxation. 
What power has shut the mouths of the 
two great political parties of this country? 
There is but ene answer—ecclesiasticism. 
There is, however, a revival of interest in 
this question, and the agitation bids fair 
to result in some legislation that will cor- 
rect the evil of exemption. . 
This pamphlet discusses the alleged 
reasons for exemption, and shows the -/ 
weelth possessed by the different Chris- 
tian denominations, and arrives at the 
conclusion that '*Exemption of church 
property from taxation is dangerous." 
This work should be generally distrib- 
uted. It will do more to open the eyes‘of 
the people than legislativ hearings from 
now tothe end of time. It is a valuable 
document for Freethought.— Investigator. 


In the nature of things, 


BAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 
Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel Iwezzsonr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inazrso1, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are esed 


Truth Seeker Company. 


One of the most noted controversies of upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 


whose name ranks second to none of those to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 


In, the wife of the great man. 
WE ‘a who hav reached that high elevation, did 


the century has been waged over the ques- 
tion of Ex-President Lincoln’s belief so 
far as religion is concerned. Soon after 
his remains were laid to rest at Spring- 
field, Dr. Holland, one of his biogra- 
phers, put forth the claim that he was a 
Obristian. : 

This claim was denied, reaffirmed, de- 
nied again—and so the controversy con- 
tinues. Like a shuttlecock being tossed 
from battledore to battledore was the 
question waged until Mr. Remsburg took 
it up to satisfy himself. For fifteen years 
he colleoted material, and to his own satis- 
faction proves that ‘‘ Honest Old Abe," 
who controled the destinies of the nation 
during the dark years of the Rebellion, was 
a Freethinker. ; 

He presents an apparently very strong 
array of testimony in support of his views, 
giving the evidence of at least a hun- 
dred persons—intimate associates—among 


Mr. Remsburg claims that in 1835 Lin- 
coln wrote a small work on Infidelity, in 
which he contested the idea that Jesus 
Christ was the true and only begotten son 
of God, as the Christian world believes. 

Later on, when he was a candidate for 
Congress, one of the arguments used 
against his election was that he did not 
believe in Christianity, and that he had 
openly proclaimed that Jesus was an ille- 
gitimate child. : A 

The author also givs the testimony of 


Philadelphia Item. 


not believe in the existence of a God.— 


OnvunoH Propsrty: SHovunp» Ir Bs Ex- 
xMPT FROM Taxation. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company. Price, 15 ots. 
Within the one hundred and ten pages 

of this pamphlet are contained all the facts 

and figures necessary t^ convince any 
impartial mind that the church, in stealing 
its taxes in the name of exemption, is the 


twenty witnesses that Lincoln died 8, enemy of honest government, of good 


Christian, ten of whom admit that he had, society, and of mankind. 
been an unbeliever during 8 portion of his 
life. 


The work is most admirably constructed, 
and is arranged to present the matter 


Tt is an interesting work on account of| bearing upon the subject in the most 


the object of the author’s arguments. | forcible way. 
Everything concerning “Old Abe” is 


ple, 


s 


It begins with a plain statement of the 
read with interest by the American peo- | injustice of exemption from James A 
but it is a question whether they are, Garfield, in these words; ‘‘ If you exempt 
ready to adopt the doctrins put forth in | the property of any church organization, 


It is eloquent as well as convincing. 
Price, cloth, $1. 688 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever ho admiros ang pppreoiates is sure to 

e Wo e attention of the rest cf the . 
Price, 25 cents. Address world 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents. 
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ÉQ ems of Ghought. 


Inarnsonn is at war with Christian liter- 
alism. He subjects literalism to literalistic 
logie.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Ir is in the order of nature, however, 
that men's habits and pleasures are not to 
bechangedsuddenly. Forany permanent 
effect to be produced it must be produced 
Slowly.— Herbert Spencer. 


Ir is impossible to say of any false belief 
which mankind hav had, that it has been 
the most pernicious in its effects; but we 
may truly say of the theological notion of 
the relations of mind and body, that it has 
been surpassed by few false doctrins in 
the evil which it has worked.—Dr. Henry 
Maudsley. 


Tas good cause never dies, and it is 
never defeated. Its defeats are but the 
recoils of the battering-ram from the wall 
that is fated to crash in; its deaths are like 


those of Italian story, where each man. 


cloven in twain by the sword of the slayer 
springs up two men, mailed and armed to 
slay.— William Douglass O'Connor. 


Warman is the founder of a new relig- 
ion, which accepts and rejoices in the body, 
glorifies it, and conseorates it to chastity, 
magnetism, and purity. The intrenched 
religion which put him down is ascetic, 
anti-naturalistic, and spurns the body and 
its thrilling nerves as the work of the devil. 
That is the secret of the Boston suppres- 
sion, so-called, of ** Leaves of Grass.” It 
is simply a case of the Thirty-Nine Articles 
versus nineteenth century science—jeal- 
ousy of the new by the old.— William 
Sloane Kennedy. 


Tur earlier Renascence gave to man the 
right and liberty to think and act as he, in 
his own judgment, saw fit. The Renas- 
cence of to-day is leading men to think, 
not only with personal freedom, but accu- 
rately and rightly. Far be it from me to 
say that I believe that mankind in general 
are very much nearer to accurate and just 
standards of judgment than they were iour 
hundred years ago, but the spirit of to- 
day favora untrammeled and searching 
investigation of every question in which 
man is cuncerned, a Critical comparison of 
the results of such investigation, and a 
frank intolerance of all illogical or un- 
sound theory and application.—G. Brown 
Goode, in Science. 


As for personal morality—this has not 
been affected by religion pure and simple 
in any country. Human nature is every- 
where the same. If the Christian says 
that the Hindoo religion is bad because, 
for instance, of polygamy, then I say that 
the Christian religion is worse for the same 
or a similar reason. Christian missionaries 
hav carried to India fine reports of the 
Christians they hav left at home; and they 
carry to Western nations the worst reports 
of the so-called heathen abroad. The 
Hindoos, therefore, think that all the 
Christians in the Western nations are good 
people, and the Americans think the Hin- 
doos are all bad. Alas! both are mistaken. 
I found this out after I came and saw the 
Christians at home.—P. R. Telang, in the 
Forum. 


As tothe ladiesand gentlemen questions, 
all I can say is, Would that every woman- 
child born into this world were trained to 
be a lady, and every man-child a gentle- 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and d'erritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and, Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub. 
lished. Inno other work are the iacts, figures 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890. will 
not be superseded until the cenzus of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
to exist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies, =- E a E 4.50 
Onehundredcopies - - 8.00 


ecial rates. 
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man! But then I do not use those much- 
abused words by way of distinguishing 
people who wear fine clothes, and liv in 
fine houses, and talk aristocratic slang, 
from those who go about in fustian, and 
livin back slums, and talk gutter slang. 
Some inborn plebeian blindness, in fact, 
prevents me from understanding what ad- 
vantage the former hav over thelatter. I 
hav never even been able to understand 
why  pigeon-shooting at Hurlingham 
should be refined and polite, while a rat- 
killing match in Whitechapel is low; or 
why ‘‘ What a lark!” should be coarse, 
when one hears ‘‘ How awfully jolly!” drop 
from the most refined lips twenty times in 
an evening.—ZAhomas Huzley. 


CIVILIZATION, in its best sense of culture 
of thewhole man, advances with the growth 
of the imagination. Care for the poor, 
provision for the infirm, humanity toward 
weak races, and aspiration for international 
peace, gain strength with the expansion of 
the imagination gift. To know one's 
neighbor—that is, to vividly appreciate the 
likeness of nature between him and our- 
selvs- is to sympathize with him. Just as, 
without artificial excitement or external 
force and apparatus, a mutual understand- 
ing and fellow-sentiment springs up be- 
twee" men of the same profession or tastes 
or political aims, so, quite naturally and 
inevitably, the perception of human kin- 
ship in passions, necessities, weaknesses, 
and bones giv birth to a mutual sympathy. 
By sympathy manners are refined with a 
subtle delicacy which no courtly training 
Can impart. Through sympathy the dark 
places of the earth will be enlightened, 
and the solution of social problems be 
rendered clear. —7. J. Gould. 
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THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at theInternational Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A Valuable Book on Nervous 
Diseases to any address by the 
REV. E. KONIG, 
-FORT WAYNE, IND.— 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 
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SPECIALTIES: 
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and Vegetables in their season. 
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234 So. Water St., Chicago. 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogue free. Safe Watc. 
Street, New York. 


1.88 up. Hand- 
Co., 9 Murray 
$2019 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. moss. 


With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


OonTENTs—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. € riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's '" Evidences of 
Christianity " Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Oentu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price, Cleth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
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By Erv. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price.15 cents Addrese this office 
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New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel-finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 

GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof 
silverine case, $19. In 8 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. ; 

Regu:ar Grcde American Watches, 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, etc. 
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Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
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Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
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Orders filled same ‘day received. 
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** Burssep is he who " commits murder 
and is hanged, ** for be shall see God.” 


Dip you ever try the faith cure, Tomp- 
kins?” ‘Yes, it cured me, too.” ‘What 
of?" ‘* Faith in the faith cure.”—Z2. 


Jaox: ‘*Did you notice when the plate 
came around whether old Bonder ‘let his 
light so shine before men?” Tom: “ He. 


did;—but it was ‘a dim religious light," 
Puck. 


Visitor: “So you hav a little baby 
brother?” Little girl: ‘*Yes'm. I prayed 
for a little baby sister; but I suppose the 
angels had run out of girl babies. I forgot 
to tell them there wasn't any hurry." 


MioHaen: ‘‘ What is the matter with 
Dr. Thirdly? He looks as though he 
were panic-stricken.” Gabriel: '* He is, 
poor soul. He has just met Dr. Speak- 
peace, whom he knew on earth as a Uni- 
tarian, and no one can convince him now 


that he is not in the infernal regions."— 
Puck. 


MisisTER (to Rory): ' Why weren't you 
at the kirk on Sunday?” Rory: ''I was at 
Mr. Dunlop’s kirk.” Minister: ‘‘I don’t 
like you running about to strange kirks in: 
that way. Not that I object to you hearing 
Mr. Dunlop, but I’m sure ye widna like 
yer ain sheep straying away into strange 
pastures.” Rory: ''I widna care a grain, 
sir, if it was better grass.” 


THERE is & milk boy in Kelvinside av- 
enue, Glasgow, who disturbs the neigbor- 
hood for six days in the week by continu- 
ally ringing a bell in the early morn. But 
he is a good boy, and has been reared in a 
Sunday-school; he knows it is very wrong 
to ring bells on Sunday except they hap- 
pen to be church bells, so he compromises 
the matter by industriously rattling a 
stone in a milk-can. O blessed Sawbath! 
— Freethinker. 


BOSTON STREETS AND PREACHERS’ PATHS. 


One day through the primeval wood 
A calf walked home, as good calves 
should, 


But made a trail all bent askew, 
A crooked trail, as all calves do. 


Since then two hundred years hav fled, 
And, I infer, the calf is dead. 


But still he left behind his trail, 
And thereby hangs my moral tale. 


The trail was taken up next day 
By a lone dog that passed that way; 


And then a wise bell. wether sheep 
Pursued the trail o'er vale and steep, 


And drew the flock behind him too, 
As good bell wethers always do. 


And from that day o'er hill and glade 
Through those old woods a path was 
made, 


And many men wound in and out, 
And dodged and turned and bent about. 


And uttered words of righteous wrath 
Because ‘twas such a crooked path; 


But still they followed—do not laugh— 
The first migrations of that calf; 


And thro’ this winding woodway stalked, 
Because he wobbled when he walked. 


This forest path became a lane 
That bent and turned and turned again; 


This crooked lane became a road 
Where many a poor horse with his load 


cures Cuts, Burns, 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


4. good thing ia always imitated; poor 
ones never Thereare many worthless 
wmitations of POND'S EXTRACT. If 
you «cont to be CURED 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE. 


And thus a century and a half 

They trod the footsteps of that calf. 
The years passed on in swiftness fleef, 
The road became a village street, 
And this, before men were aware, 

A city’s crowded thoroughfare. 


And soon the central street was this 
Of a renowned metropolis. 

And men two centuries and a half 
Trod in the footsteps of that calf. 
Each day a hundred thousand rout 
Followed this zigzag calf about; 

And o’er his crooked journey went 
The traffic of & continent. 

A hundred thousand men were led 
By one calf near three centuries dead. 


They followed still his crooked way 
And lost one hundred years a day. 


For thus such reverence is lent 
To well-established precedent. 


A moral lesson this might teach 
Were I ordained and called to preach. 


For men are prone to go it blind 
Along the calf-paths of the mind; 


And work away from sun to sun i 
To do what other men hav done. 


They follow in the beaten track, 
And out and in, and forth and back. 


And atill their devious course pursue 

To keep the path that others do. 

But how the wise old wood-gods laugh, 

Who saw the first.primeval calf, 

Ah, many things this tale might teach— 

But I am not ordained to preach. 
—Sam W. Foss. 


Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local applications, as they cannot reach the 
diseased pzrtion of the ear. There is only one. 
way to cure Deafness, and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafness is caused by an in- 
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the 
Eustachian Tube. When this tube «ets inflamed 
you have a rambling sound or imperfect hearing, 
and when itis entirely closed deafness is the re- 
sult, and unless the inflamation can be taken out 
and this tube restored to its normal condition. 
hearing will be destroyed forever;. nine cases out 
of ten are caured by catarrh, which is nothing 
tut an inflamed condition of themuceus surfaces. 
We will giv One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that cannot be 
cured by Hall's Catarrh gure, end for circu- 


ars, free. .J. O & CO., Toledo, O. 
ta Sold by Druggisis. 750. 


The Milliad. 


(1000 STANZAS) 


A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology, and appl ing the test of the 
golden Rule to the world's history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
nati on gerend upon a recognition of the princi- 
ple tha 

“ Right, and, Right only, Makes Might.” 


The poem is in ten Oantos (100 stanzas to each 
canto), as follows; 
es Enlists the Muses to Battle for tho 


ight. 
II.—The Olympian Council. c 
ILL.—The Goddesses in Consultation. 
Iy.—bhebus, Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 
in High Life i 
V —Sket.h of World's History, to 19th Century. 
VI.—History of the United States. Twofold 
sectionalism. 
VII.—The Theory ard Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. 
VIII.—Reconstruction and Subsequent Politics. 


atire. 
IX.—The Columbian Exposition. 
X —The Parliament of Religions and; Ltsj8ub- 
lime Lessons. 


Cloth, 400 pp,,$1; holiday edition, $1.50. 
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Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Gzonan J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarx:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church 80 often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 

nowhere do 
evidence of 
aptation and 


evidence of natural causation, while 
we meet with any independent 
supernatnral design. .. d: 
ORTU t 2 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? 
d. Price, cloth 
filustrate 3 e lo Ti 
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Is Suicide 


are alike receiving their explanation at . 


Out of various importations and pur- 
-chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 


other essays. ‘By Andrew Wilson, F.R.B.B. 
o books in one volume. 75 cents. 


The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 

tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourte-nth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 
S.E.. F.L S., with 85 Illustrations. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 

ock. Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geo ovical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 
Williams, F.O.8. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. s 


Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
en. 75 cents. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. Newnan. Price 35 cents. 
Address TAS TRUTH,SEEKEB, 


DO YOU WANT IT 2* 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. -No experience. New ‘Tariff Bill gives 
unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted. Manufacturers, 
P. 0. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. 


E ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold 


There are 70 broad pages avd the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $t. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” | 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 
The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETIE PLACE. New York 
A NEW EDITION 


TELE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Esrly History of Chris ianity. 


Never Before or pinewnery +o Fully and Faith- 


^ 


Id, silver aad goid-filles 
portion of tha “ra lot ob 


“4 sell singly or by tho dozen to privato, parties or 
"a ie, t tho unheard-of Tow. ET of 
PEEN 33.98 EACII. Each and every watch is guarantecd 

oO» Rerfect timekeeper, and each watch igs accompan- 
* died with our written guarantee for 20 years. Think 
Dy o: it! 


enuine, American Btylo Movement 


tl ich, i id, id-flled cases, and guaranteed 

y Bet Forta. for 2 FEARS, tor $55. “Those wanting 2 Brst- 

class, reliablo time-keeper, nt about oncesthird re- 

By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. d tail price, should orderat once, Watch speculators 
EN ean make money by buying by the dozen to sell. 

PBIOE, $2. SS \ Solid Gol atches at $3.98. 


These watchos musb bo sold, nnd as an inducement for you to 
order quickly, we will send to each of the first ouo hundred, ordering 
from this advertisement, A SOLID, lik. GOLD WATUIL worth LE 

rovided $3.98 is sent with tho order. Elegant SOLID ROLLED GOLD 
THAIN » af tho latest pattern, free to thase who seud full amount 
order. Boone of tho first and get & Solid Gald Watch for $3.98. 
are clegantly finished, and guaranteed perfectly aatisfactory in every 
A A Qut this out and send to us and wa will send a watch to you 
C, O. D., subject to examination, by express. If found perfectly satis- 
and it is yours, other- 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
B Lafavette place. New York. 


The Glory of Infide i 


WICH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine 


with 
All 


factory, and exactly as represented, pay $3.98 ^ 
wise you do not pay one cent. Can wo make you a faireroffer? Be suro 
to mention whether you want ladies? or gents’ watch. Price per oz. $46.00 
SAFE WATCH CO., OD Murray St., New Yorke 


SA CRAND DISCOVERY ! $ 


WANTED-A live man or woman in every @ 
county where we have not already secured & 
representative to sell our “Nevada Silver” 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to con= 
sumers; asolid metal white as silver; no plate to 
wear off; oods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth that of silver; the chance of s life- 
time; agente average n pepu here, dye 
meet with ready sales everywhere, s n 

demand for ouy Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


lhis is one of the best of Mr. Tutnam’s works 
and no Freethinker or Infidel shouid be withc ut 
it. o meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 
10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 


Adéress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 
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A Desk Calendar is a necessity — 
most convenient kind of storehouse 
for memoranda. The Columbia Desk 
Calendar is brightest and handsomest 
of all— full of dainty silhouettes 
and pen sketches and entertaining 
thoughts on outdoor exercise and 
*sport. Occasionally reminds you of 
the superb quality of Columbia Bi- 
cycles and of your need of one. 
You won't object to that, of course. 
The Calendar will be mailed for five 
2-cent stamps. 

Address Calendar Department, 


POPE MFG, CO., 
Mention this paper. Hartford, Conn, 


plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

: mportant medical discovery—an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem. 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo- 
cem, Address, pp, R. P. FELLOWS, 


Say whereyousawithisadver..- Vineland, N. J. 


NOW READ THIS. 

Dr. Fel ows‘s.a, stanch LIBERAL an a very 
suc ess m ohysician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and bis remedies are 
an outgrowth of this long practice, whioh should 
give confidence to those afflicted. 
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THE LAST AOT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT DRAMA.—Malachi ii, 3. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


Tur Norwegian cabinet resigned on 
Jan. 31. 


Curina is trying to secure a loan of 
$15,000, 000, 


CaNROBERT, last ** Marshal of France,” 
died 1n Paris last week, 


James H. Berry, Dem., is re-elected 
Senator from Arkansas, 


Tur Japanese hav capturediall the main- 
land forts at Weihaiwei, 


On the night of Feb. 1 the mercury was 
81 degrees below zero at Omaha. 


Boston’s new $5,000,000 public library 
was opened to the people on Feb. 1. 


Ir now seems likely that Guatemala 
and Mexico will settle their difficulties 
peaceably. 


Bartmorez’s belt line [tunnel is com- 
pleted. Trains in it will be run by electric 
locomotivs when the machinery is ready. 


Henri RocHFoRT returned to Paris on 
Feb. 3, his exile being terminated by the 
amnesty bill passed by the French Parlia- 
ment, 


Turre has recently been severe fight- 
ing between the government troops and 
the rebels in the United States of Co- 
lombia. 


Tos Pullman Memorial Church was 
dedicated in Albion, N. Y., on Jan. 81. 
It was a gift to the society from George M. 
Pullman. 


Tux New York express on the Vandalia 
railroad was wrecked on Jan. 28 at Coates- 
ville, Ind. Two passengers were killed 
and thirty injured. 


Tur New York Press has just passed 
into new hands, being purchased by Henry 
L. Einstein. The editor will be Congress- 
man Lemuel E. Quigg. 


Tu Reilly Pacific Railroad Funding 
bil was recommitted o: Feb. 2 to the 
Committee on Pacific Raiiways by the 
vote of 177 to 106. This is equivalant to 
defeat, 


On Jan. 28 it was reported from London 
that snow was in some places in England 
drifted to the depth of six feet, and that 
persons in Lincolnshire had frozen to 
death, 


Tum Japanese House of Representativs 
has unanimously resolved to approve the 
war expenses irrespectiv of time or amount. 
The Chinese peace envoys were received, 
but soon sent home, because lacking au- 
thority to conclude negotiations. 


Warp MCALLISTER, New York's society 
director and organizer of the Four Hun- 
dred, died in this city on Jan. 31. He was 
born in Savannah, Ga., about sixty-four 
years ago. 


On a division on a motion to table a bill 
to discriminate against Catholic charitable 
institutionsin Missouri the House of Repre- 
sentativs showed up forty A. P. A. mem- 
bers. The bill was tabled. 


Tm anti-Tillman militia of South Caro- 
lina hay won at last, Adjt.-Gen. Garry 
Watts announcing that all their disabilities 
are removed and they are free to organize 
on the old basis and by re-election fill offi- 
ces declared vacant, 


Eovapor bought from Chili the cruiser 
Esmeralda and dn sold it to Japan. The 
latter transaction was not approved by all 
the people and considerable disorder has 
resulted. Troops fired upon mobs and 
killed several persons. 


AcconpiNG to the treasury statement 
issued Feb. 1, the amount of free silver 
held by the government is about $14,000,- 
000. The rest of the silver in the treasur 
is kept for the redemption of silver certifi- 
eates and treasury notes. 


Ir is expected that there will be a new 
bond issue in & few days to replenish the 
gold reserve. The Senate is opposed to 
the program outlined by the president in 
his special message, as appears from a 
canvass of it by reporters, 


Tare hav been heavy snows and floods 
in Switzerland, Roumelia, and Bulgaria. 
Snow fell for twenty-two hours in Ger- 
many. Communication between Eastern 
and Western Europe was cut off for two 
days. Snow lay thick all about Nice, 


By the admission of Pritchard, of North 
Carolina, Mantle, of Montana, Wilson, of 
Washington, and Clark, of Wyoming, all 
elected to fill vacancies, the Democrats 
hay lost control of the Senate and the 
Populists hold the balance of power, 


Tam Hawaiian government has arrested 
all the leaders of the late uprising, and 
they will be tried by court martial. Three 
hav pleaded guilty to the charge of high 
treason. Ex-Queen Liliuokalani has been 
arrested for complicity with the insurgents. 


Tre House of Representativs has passed, 
by a vote of 239 to 31, the bill removing 
the one-tenth of one per cent differential 
duty on sugar coming from bounty-paying 
countries, It was the imposition of this 
duty that was the chief cause of Germany's 
retaliatory measures against American 
products. 


Tue transatlantic liner Elbe of the North 
German Lloyds, was run into by the 
British boat Crathie in the German North 
Sea on the morning of Jan, 31, and sunk 
ina very few minutes, But twenty of her 
erew and passengers were saved, the num- 
ber lost being 335. The captain of the 
Orathie has been arrested. 


Tus ferryboat Terceira, plying between 
Rio Janeiro and Nictheroy, caught fire. 
The ferryboat Quinta went to her rescue 
and her pilot steered close so as to teke 
off the Terceira’simperiled passengers, but 
the passengers of the Quinta with drawn 
revolvers compelled him to abandon the 
burning boat, and as a result more than a 
hundred of the Terceira’s passengers were 
lost. 

AMBULENOE SURGEON Garvey, of Har- 
lem Hospital, diagnosed the case. of 
Thomas W. Gilbert as alcoholism, but 
after he had lain in a police station cell for 
some hours the doorkeeper became alarmed 
and another surgeon was sent for, but 


before he arrived Gilbert was dead. Dr. 
Oswald's examination revealed the fact 
that the victim's skull was fractured, and 
the autopsy showed no indications of alco- 
holism, 


Czar Nicuonas declares that the heads 
of the nobility in the government of Tver 
are unworthy to hold office evermore. 
This is because they supported the aspira- 
tions of the local assemblies for local 
government, He says that the autocracy 
must be maintained. When Japan began 
her new life the emperor led the way and 
the nobility surrendered their prerogativs 
voluntarily, 


Rev. Dr, J. H, RxnaNoE, of St. Mark's 
Episcopal church of this city, takes his 
stand with Mayor Strong and Rey. Dr. 
Rainsford for a liberalization of the excise 
law, so far as Sunday is concerned. He 
says that the Mosaic Sabbath law is obso- 
lete, and remarks: ‘‘I really wonder that 
we preachers, or priests, can presume to 
show ourselvs in companies of discerning, 
honest men.” 


Jupes E, Rooxwoop Hoar, of Mass., 
died in Concord on Jan. 31. He was at 
one time attorney-general of the United 
States and was one of the Joint High Com 
mission that framed the treaty of Washing- 
ton with Great Britain in 1871. He was a 
brother of Senator Hoar and the father of 
Sherman and Samuel Hoar. On his ma- 
ternal side he was a grandson of Roger 
Sherman. He was bornin 1816. 


Tae troops hay been withdrawn from 
Brooklyn, it being supposed that the po- 
lice would be able to maintain order, but 
so far there has been considerable rioting. 
non-union motormen being the chief 
sufferers, As the result of the failure of 
the police to protect their men, some of 
the car companies hav asked that they be 
permitted to.arm them for their own 
defense. There is a demand for the 
forfeiture of the charter of the companies 
and the Board of Aldermen has revoked 
the licenses of two. 


A SWEEPING anti-gambling measure has 
been introduced in the New York legisla- 
ture. Not only does it forbid boalisslting 
and book-making, but it makes it a felony 
for any one to aid or abet the principals, 
which means that anyone who puts down a 
bet, or offers to do so, is liable to a heavy 
fine or imprisonment for not more than 
two years, or both. Gambling upon the 
future price of stocks is also provided 
against, and almost every form of specula- 
tiv investment except insurance is forbid- 
den under very heavy penalties, 


Tae amount of savings bank deposits 
varies greatly from year to year. That 
for 1894 shows a decrease of more than 
$46,000,000 from 1893, but it is an increase 
of over $26,000,000 from 1892 and of $214,- 
000,000 from 1890. Massachusetts has 
1,214,493 depositors, with $399,995,570 to 
their credit; New York has 1,585,115 de- 
positors, with 617,089,449 credited to 
them. The two states together hav 2,799,- 
648 depositors, with $1,017,085,019 to their 
eredit, while the entire country has only 
4,189,194 depositors, with $1,739,006,705 
on deposit. This is largely due to the fact 
that in the two states named the small 


eapitalist invests in the savings bank, real 
estate being practically out of the market 
except for those with large capital, while 
in the other states the small capitalists in- 
vest in Jand. 


LEER REE 


Something 4 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 
ForIdiptinto the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 

that would be. 

St said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 

side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price. cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 


Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pages, full of scientific 
thought. The story of this great scientist's life 
&nd works reads like an enchanting tale. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York (ty 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long a8 the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ox- 
oounded on every oooasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D. 
. Fourth Editton. 


Part I.—HResearches in Jewish History; ton chap 
Part IL— Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
Part Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
Part 1v- Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. - 


Address ail orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place, Now York Qity. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper. 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: “It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New Xorg, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol 22, No. 7. 1 PUBLISHED WEEKLY. | New York, Saturday, February 16, 1895,{28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 
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THEOLOGICAL ANTIQUARIANS DIGGING UP DEAD DOGMAS. : 
« They are antiquarians, ever digging out of the cemeteries of the past, dead and rotten opinions."— 7ngersoll, in * Which Way." 
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TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


RR eSI NS NUN: Re See eS Su 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trura SeexeR one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Honprep YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church 


xor 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 
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The Persistence of Superstition. 


We learn from the Spokane Chronicle that Wash- 
ington is afflicted with a band of so-called prophets 
who are predicting the speedy dissolution of human 
society and the establishment of a heavenly-earthly 
kingdom of. God which is to endure for a thousand 
years. The prophets are giving the Washingtoni- 
ans the genuin old gospel of hell fire as it was 


preached before the. midnight blackness of Chris- 


tianity was lightened up a little by the mild rays 
of Universalism and Unitarianism and shot through 
here and there with the electric brilliance of Free- 
thought. They hav been preaching in Tacoma and 
are now planning the invasion of other cities. The 
leader of the crusade appears to be an aged preacher 
named Price. He has a staff of men and women 
‘who are as enthusiastically demented as he is and 
‘help him exhort and threaten the people. There 
:are the usual symptoms of religious hysteria— 
-women jumping on to the benches and shouting 
‘incoherent professions of piety, men rolling on the 
-floor in paroxysms of happiness, men, women, and 
children wildly “ seeking the Lord and his king- 
dom.” 

The prophets’ belief may be briefly summarized 
as follows: The spring of 1892 was the end of the 
5,998d year of Adam; the spring of 1899 will see 
the completion of the 6,000th, and the end of the 
world. During the four years that intervene be- 


tween now and the general winding up of things: 


terrestrial nine-tenths of the earth's inhabitants are 
io be cut off by a swiftly recurring series of wars, 
famins, plagues, earthquakes, and hail Anti- 
Christ will also put in an appearance in this troub- 
lous time and lead astray those who are not immune 
against the wiles of confidence men. The prophets 
are not sure that Satan will not come along and 
help Anti-Christ play for the stake of human souls. 
Sometime during 1899 Christ will take a hand in 
the game, and disastrously eucher both his famous 
but unscrupulous opponents, casting them into 
shell, which place we are told is a burning lake of 
‚sulphur inside the earth, five thousand miles in 
The surveyor’s name is at present un- 
Thus the bad are all finally disposed 


-diameter. 
known to us. 


of and the saints can hey a piene without fear of 


interruption. 
Qf the people who are dett after = nine-fold 


decimation 144,000 are to be translated out of the 
original sin int> heaven, without dying. Heaven is 
a lovely crystal city, 1,500 miles square, hanging in 
the air in sight of theearth. Here these translated 
and revised bijou editions of God are to remain in 
a state of perfect happiness for one thousand years 
while the righteous and resurrected one-tenth of 
earth’s inhabitants are reveling in the millennium 
below. God will send his civil engineers, his pio- 
neer corps, his sappers and miners, his ditch dig- 
gers, and his gardeners, who will level down the 
mountains, clear the swamps and jungles, and make 
the deserts to bourgeon end bloom. He will like- 
wise clarify the atmosphere, and the sun will shine 
seven times brighter than ever before. Our super- 
scientific prophets do not condescend to enlighten 
us as to how the righteous will contrive to adapt 
their eyes to this septuple glare, for the one thou- 
sand years will be but a moment of time as com- 
pared with the eons it has taken our visual organs 
to become adjusted to the present radiance of the 
sun. Unless there is to be a miracle on tap that 
seven-fold augmentation of the sun’s light will in- 
stantly striké every creature on earth stone-blind. 
Least of all can the followers of the lamb stand 
any increase Of effulgence, for even now they hav 
io shut their eyes when the soft beams of truth 
reflect in their faces. — 

: At the end of the millennium, after the earth has 
completed its cycle of seven thousand years, it will 
return to chaos and be once more * without form 
and void.” We don’t know why God is going to 
drop the curtain just at the moment when the play- 
ers hav got their parts tolerably well learned, but 
we comfort ourself with the reflection that our ig- 
norance in regard to this is no greater than that of 
Mr. Price ‘and his fellow soothsayers. For the 


-benefit of any Christian who may read this and be 


unable to see that it has a lesson for bim, we will 
say that the Bible which he accepts as the word of 
God is responsible for the direction which the lun- 
acy of the Washington prophets has taken, and 
their preaching of “revealed truth" will very prob- 
ably upset other poorly balanced minds—minds bet- 


‘ter equipped with faith and credencivness then 


with common sense and scientific knowledge. 


The Irrepressible Conflict. 
A citizens’ association has been formed in Racine, 
Wis., for the enforcement’ of the Sunday statutes 
and ordinances. The intention is to close all thea- 


ters and other places of amusement as well as the. 


business houses. This shows, as it has been shown 
a thousand times before, how hypocritical is the 
pretense of the Sundayites that they wish to giv 
the workman a day of ^rest."' The manager of the 
opera house was acquitted when tried last, and on 
& previous trial the jury failed ‘to agree. 

The fact that the enemies of the Free Sunday are 
working for the aggrandizement of the church in- 
stead of the lessening of the burdens of labor was 
made very clear by the utterances. of Rev. R. C. 
Wylie, one of ‘the most prominent leaders in the 
God-in-the-Constitution movement, at the recent 
convention at New Castle, Pa. He said: 

** Formerly, the demand for Sabbath laws was based 
largely on humanitarian grounds. It was said that we 
should hav such laws because men needed to rest one day 
in seven. But some of ussaid, That will never do;that is 
not the correct basis for such legislation. And now 
Christian people hav come to the conelusion that we must 
hav a Sabbath law because God has one.” — — 

: Which méans that the day worshipers now per- 
ceive that it is an abandonment of their position to 


"base thé demand for Sunday statutes on utilitarian 


grounds. That would be fatal to them in the end, 
for if it is once admitted that recreation on Sunday 


is needed to giv the people proper rest, then it 
would become simply a question of the amount of 
Sunday “desecration” that would be physiologi- 
cally allowable, and the answer to this question 
would open all the libraries, reading-rooms, mu- 
seums, galleries, parks, and seaside resorts, set the 
excursion trains to running, keep the suburban and 
city car lines busy, and the news stands, restau- 
rants, and other places of entertainment open, as 
well as giv the millions who want their Sunday 
paper the opportunity to get it. No wonder the 
six-day people fall back on their “Thus saith the 
Lord.” ` 

The National Temperance Society appears to hav 
degenerated into a Sunday observance organization. 
Its board of managers has recently issued an appeal 
against the changing of the Excise law of this state, 
on the ground that such change as is contemplated 
would surrender the * Lord's day" to the saloon, 
and it wants to know what the Ohristian men and 
women of the state think of the proposition. Why 
this dragging of religious prejudices and beliefs 
into the controversy over the Sunday opening of 
the saloons? The only question at issue is whether 
we are to continue to hav two sets of laws, one for 
Sunday and the other for the days from Monday to 
Saturday, inclusiv, and this solely in the interest of 
the clerical profession. Temperance is not the is- 
sue, for if it were the clergy would be. as bitterly 
opposed to the week-day sale of liquors as they now 
are to the Sunday sale of the same. If temperance 
were the bone of contention the Sabbatarians would 
not antagonize the sale of papers, the running of 
street cars, the opening of museums and galleries, 
and the transportation of the mails on Sunday, as 
they are doing. The National Temperance Society, 
as a temperance organization, has no business to 
appeal to the Sunday superstition ; when it does it 
ceases to be a temperance society and becomes an 
auxiliary of the Sabbath Union. The demand of 
the Freethinkers is that there shall be one law for 
all days alike. Let the opponents of this just prin- 
ciple meet us frankly instead of trying to throw 
dust in the eyes of the people by obtruding the 
question of temperance, which properly has no 
‘place in the discussion of Sunday laws. 

W. T. Gibson, an Adventist of Everett, Mass., 
was arrested on the charge of violating the statute 
made for the protection of the “Lord’s day,” by 
selling a half pound of candy to a spy whom the 
mayor had sent to his place of business to purchase 
it. Mr. Gibson conducted his defense himself. He 
began by proposing to show by the Bible that he 
had not committed his alleged offense on the said 
*: Lord's day,” but the prosecuting attorney objected 
and Judge Pettengill told the defendant that the 
tribunal was a civil, not an ecclesiastical court. The 
humble Adventist very quickly showed his honor 
that he did not know what he was talking about, 
for he promptly said : 

** The summons which brought me before this court is 
by virtue of a law respecting an establishment of religion; 
and the verv wording of the summons necessitates & 
religious controversy. The summons does not accuse 
defendant of doing work on the first day of the week, 
commonly called Sunday, but on the * Lord's day,’ and I 
desire to read from the Lord's book a few scriptures, 
which will explain why I plead not guilty of doing busi- 
ness on the Lord's day. The Lord's book is the only 
authority which can decide which is the Lord's day." 

After this absolutely crushing retort poor old 
moribund Massachusetts’ unhappy judge could only 
feebly murmur, “Go on, Mr. Gibson,” while the 
prosecuting attorney was no longer visible to the 
unaided eye. Of course the Adventist: had no 
difficulty in proving that the “Lord’s day” is not 
Sunday, the period of time which the bigoted and 
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blundering law carpenters of Massachusetts thought 
they were hedging about with prohibitiv legisla- 
tion for the benefit of the Lord's priests. Evidently 
the judge was fully convinced, for, while he assessed 
a fine of fifty dollars and the costs, he was careful 
to say that he would not attempt to defend 
his decision except to cite a precedent of a 
higher court. Mr. Gibson appealed his case, and 
it should hav been tried long ere this, but at our 
latest advices it was still pending, although the de- 
fendant, who is a man of small means, has tried to 
secure a prompt trial. The outrage is a monstrous 
one, but millions like it are possible under our 
miserable Sunday laws, and the prospect grows 
darker rather than brighter. 

* National Reform,” which of course includes as 
one of its principal demands the rigid enforcement 
of existing Sunday laws and the enactment of as 
many more as may be needed to utterly destroy 
what little liberty we still hav on that day, is un- 
doubtedly increasing in strength in some parts of 
the country. The Christian Statesman says that 
about twenty years ago, when Drs. Sloane and A. 
M. Milligan conducted debates in New Castle, Pa., 
not a paper in the city favored National Reform, 
the editor of one taking part in the discussions on 
the negativ side and throwing the influence of his 
journal against the schemes of the theocrats; “a 
representativ lawyer and the pastors of two of the 
largest congregations of the town were on the same 
side. Public sentiment was very generally with 
these opponents.” About three months ago a Na- 
tional Reform convention was held in New Castle, 
as has been before stated in these columns. The 
paper from which we hav quoted above says that to 
those who took part in the meetings a score of years 
ago and who also participated in the late convention 
“the change was incredible.” 

** Every one of four daily papers of the city spoke in 
highest terms of commendation of the National Reform 
cause. Prominent men who had no sympathy whatever 
for that cause much less than twenty years ago came out 
with the most radical and ringing utterances in its favor.” 

The enrollment was nearly five hundred and the 
attendance outside of the enrollment was large. 
The enthusiasm was in direct ratio to the radical-. 
ism of the speakers, and the financial responses 
were Very generous considering the prevailing mone- 
tary stringency. The latest report of the treasurer 
of the National Reform Association shows a fund 
for propagandistic purposes amounting to $1,425, 
besides & special fund for the printing of the pro- 
ceedings of the New Castle convention. Free- 
thinkers and all other friends of the free state 
should do some very serious thinking during this 
year and then make up their minds to do at least 
as much for liberty as the theocrats are doing for 
the enslavement of the people of this Union. The 
Covenanters are going to raise thousands of dollars 
to subvert the Constitution and establish a theoc- 
racy. One synod is pledged to secure $7,000. If 
we resolve to be free we can do as well. 

“Sabbath” conventions not previously noted 
here were held in Oxford and Altoona, Pa., the 
latter on Feb. 14 and 15. There will be a National 
. Reform convention in Boston on Feb. 19 and 20. 
In the Christian Statesman we find a paragraph in 
reference to the terms “Sunday laws" and “ Sab- 
bath laws.” The writer holds that “Sunday ” is 
correctly used only when it refers to the first day 
of the week as a civil division of time, that is, “when 
the idea of the Sabbath as an institution of rest 
and worship is entirely wanting." «Sunday paper” 
is right, because it means a journal printed on the 
first day of the week in violation of the Sabbath. 
“Sabbath school” is the right phrase if a school is 
meant which is “for the promotion of what is in 
support of the rest and worship of the Sabbath.” 

** Bo a law for the purpose of preventing Sabbath dese- 
oration is properly a Sabbath law. A Sunday law is one 
like that of Louisiana, which simply places the first day 
of the week on a level with such legal holidays asthe Fourth 
of July and Christmas. It contains no implication of the 
sacredness of a day of rest and worship, or of the institu- 
tion of the Sabbath. But in our states generally this 
institution of a rest day and a day for worship is most 
clearly kept in view in the laws concerning the first day 


of the week. The proper designation of these laws, 
therefore, is Sabbath laws, and not Sunday laws. And 


we are sure that if would lead to a better regard for these 
laws as based on the divine law itself, if they were always 
designated in our statute books and in courts as well as 
general and popular usage by their right name." 


We hav quoted this from the organ of the Na- 
tional Reform Association, the editor of which is 
one of the high priests of Sabbatarianism, because 
-we want each of our readers to cut it out and put 
it in his note book where it will always be instantly 
accessible should some advocate of Sabbath laws 
try to make him believe that those statutes are 
notin fact religious and intended to be such by 
their authors and defenders. The Sabbatarian does 
not want a civil rest day; he will never be con- 
tented with such a day; what he wants and means 
to hav is a holy day, a day of worship “based on 
the divine law itself.” Sabbath laws are religious 
laws and nothing else. The foregoing quotation is 
from the Christian Statesman of Feb. 2, 1895. 


BREED ae cn 

The Catholic Union and Times very neatly re- 
torts upon our Protestant neighbor, the Observer. 
The latter journal having declared that “there is 
not in all the word of God a passage that can be 
quoted in support of an early and fasting commun- 
ion," the Buffalo paper thus counters: 

** Neither is there a single text of scripture to author- 
ize you to change the Lord's day from the seventh to the 
first day of the week. Why hav you done so? Bacause 
the Catholic and Apostolic church from earliest Christian 
days has substituted Sunday for the Jewish Sabbath for 
solid and resplendent reasons." 

Protestant Sabbatarians can look in this mirror 
and see themselvs as others see them. But we 
think it was cruel for the Catholic organ to tell its 
heretical brethren that there is no reason why they 
“should remain fasting to partake of their com- 
munion, since it is nothing but bread and wine,” 
while the children of the Faithful Mother hav a 
genuin cannibal feast on the real blood and por- 
terhouse of the man-god. With the original Chris- 
tian, the Catholic, on one side of him and the Atheist 
on the other, the poor Protestant is in a tight 
place, and we need not wonder that he is fearfully 
illogical and continually contradicts himself. 


City Registrar Whitmore, of Boston, is very 
much against permitting Spiritualistic lecturers to 
perform marriage ceremonies, and he contends that 
marriages so solemnized are invalid. This has re- 
sulted in the presentation of a petition to the legis- 
lature asking that incorporated bodies of Spiritual- 
ists may be authorized to empower their lecturers 
to solemnize marriages. Still Mr. Whitmore is 
not satisfied; he seems to think that while it is all 
right for “ministers of the gospel" to be invested 
with this power, it will lead to widespread confu- 
sion and disaster if the Spiritualist lecturers and 
Salvation Army officials are granted the same privi- 
lege. Weare afraid the registrar is a little preju- 
diced. If marriage is regarded as a civil contract 
which the state only can authorize, it would appear 
that it may select whom it pleases as its agent, and 
in this view of the matter the Spiritualist lecturer 
or the Salvation Army captain would probably hav 
as good claims as the minister. The state could 
just as legitimately delegate this power to a civil 
engineer or an editor as it could to a preacher. 
State authorization to solemnize marriages makes 
the person so authorized an officer of the state, so 
far as that one function is concerned, and it would 
undoubtedly be less of & menace to the freedom of 
the citizen to delegate the state's power to the civil 
engineer and the editor than it is to permit the min- 
isters to exercise it. 


The Christian Advocate says concerning the case 
of the cashier of the Dover (N. H.) National Bank— 
also connected with the Five Cent Savings Bank 
and treasurer of the city, a deacon, and the most 
prominent worker in the Free Baptist church, who 
proved a defaulter, and mutilated the books of the 
bank to hide the evidence—that “if he had been an 
unbeliever in religion, a Spiritualist, an Atheist, 
anything but an evangelical Christian by profes- 
sion, it would not be mentioned in all the papers 
of the land. It is the inconsistency with the prin- 
ciples of Christianity that attracts attention to such 
instances of hypocrisy and corruption.” This is 


absurd. With the stupidity or dishonesty born of 
faith, Dr. Buckley reads his lesson backwards. The — 
frequency of these lapses on the part of good Chris- 
tians shows, instead of the moral drawn by our dis- 
tinguished evader of truth, that Christianity has 
no power to restrain men from doing evil. The 
argument that the church is a “moral force,” or 
* police force,” is knocked galley west by these ex- 
posures, which hav become so frequent that a repu- 
tation for piety nowadays is a bad reputation in the 
business world. Only the ignorant and gullible 
trust an offensivly pious man, for it is beyond dis- 
pute that faith and morals hav no connection with 
each other, and the greatest scoundrel can be as 
sincere & believing Christian as the good woman 
who believes because she has been taught to, and 
never stops to think about the matter. 


A bill has been introduced in the legislature of 
Colorado for the taxation of church property. The 
subject is being discussed in the Denver Times. 
Mrs. Holly, one of the members of the assembly, is 
in favor of this bill, although she is a church mem- 
ber. A Christian named Mr. Green, who resides in 
the county she represents, very sharply criticises 
her for the attitude she has taken. He asks her 
where and what she would be in any but a Chris- 
tian country. She would be a beast of burden, an 
animal, nothing else, he tells her. This will giv you 
an excellent opportunity to show what the Bible 
and Christianity hav not done for woman. Mr. 
Green says that Mrs. Holly, as trustee of her school 
district, tried * to prevent the people from holding 
the Sunday-school sessions in the school-house 
which their own money had built.” He also asks, 
Why not tax the school-houses in Pueblo, instead 
of paying interest on the bonds voted for their 
construction, if churches are to be taxed. This is a 
splendid opening for making clear the difference 
between public property, like school-houses, and 
private property, such as churches. He observes 
that *only one-fourth of the people pay the whole 
cost of the churches, when in fact, all should pay it. 
Therefore, this fourth carries a heavier burden in 
church expenses than it should. Yet now it is pro- 
posed to assess that fourth still more.” This 
means that the whole people of the state should be 
taxed to help pay for what only one-fourth of the 
people want. Would that be honest, would that be 
just, would that be keeping church and state sep- 
arate? Exemption is a lesser evil only than direct 
taxation to build and maintain the churches. The 
difference is one of degree, not of kind. Of course 


„all pledged members of the Freethought Letter- 
Writing Corps will write to this target, and we hope 


that at least a hundred more will do the same. 


Because a man either accepts or rejects certain 
dogmas pertaining to supermundane places, per- 
sons, and conditions, it does not necessarily follow 
that he is or is not intolerant. Mere belief regard- 
ing these things does not make one either a bigot 
or a Freethinker. To perceive the truth of this, 
read the two paragraphs which follow. The first is 
from a sermon preached by Rev “Sam” Jones in 
Memphis; the second was written by an Infidel for 
an Atheist paper: 

**Some of you think if a man’s honest in his opinions 
he's all right, but you're wrong. There’s many s man 
in hell who believed honestly that there is no such place, 
but if you could fish him up, bud, he would say: * Boys, 
I was mistaken; don't you be fooled, too.’” 

‘*I think I hear some one say, ‘ About matters of religion 
every person has a right to his own opinion,’ I deny it. 
When & person forms an opinion growing out of emo- 
tional insanity—i. e., Christianity—i. e., X-insanity, 
transmitted ignorance—i. €., hereditary fool in the head, 
and such opinion not only makes him unhappy, but 
works an injury upon his fellow man, then he has no 
right to such opinion.” 

The spirit of the two teachers is identical, and it 
is needless to say to the readers of Tux Tereora 
Srexer that that spirit is utterly foreign to the 
spirit of Freethought. The Christian preacher and 
the Infidel writer would both punieh a man for an 
erroneous belief, that is, a belief which they could 
not share. One would punish him for believing 
that there is a hell and the other for rejecting that 
belief. The worst feature of Christianity is its in- 
tolerance, and when a person who leaves the church 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 10, 1595. 


retains the desire to persecute he has brought with 
him the worst and most dangerous element of the 
religion that he supposes he has outgrown. This 
is what the early Protestants did when they left the 
fold of Rome, and now such Infidels as the one 
from whom we hav quoted above should read the 
history which those Protestants wrote in blood and 
flame and turn from the error of their ways lest 
some Remsburg of the future shall be forced to 
write an “ Image-Breaker,” telling the story of 
“Infidel Intolerance.” 


oe 


Our readers will remember that & short time ago, 
in a trial of lynchers at Memphis, Tenn., a witness 
tried to be excused from going on the stand to tes- 
tify against the accused, who were his friends, on 
the ground that he was an Atheist, as the laws of 
that state at that time forbade the acceptance of 
the testimony of unbelievers. It was very impor- 
tant that the fellow should be examined, as the 
prosecution had no other witness who could tell 
what he could, and so the presiding judge, after 
thinking and praying over the matter one night or 
more; decided that the self-styled Atheist was lying, 
that he was a good Christian after all, and that 
therefore his testimony could be accepted, for, be- 
ing a Christian, of course the oath would be bind- 
ing on his conscience! That is, had he been telling 
the truth when he said he was an Infidel his testi- 
mony could not hav been accepted in any court in 
Tennessee, but as it was admitted that he wasa 
Christian and a liar he could be a witness in all the 
courts of the state. This performance made Ten- 
nessee law the butt of ridicule all over the country 
and, as the outcome has shown, shamed the legisla- 
tors of that belated state into tardy recognition of 
the fact that it was a hundred years behind the age. 
The sitting legislature has enacted that 

** Hereafter persons who do not believe in God and a 
future state of rewards and punishments may be witnesses 
in any case pending in any of the courts of this state. 
Said unbelievers may solemniy affirm instead of taking 
an oath, and false testifying by said persons shall be puu- 
ished as perjury, as now by law under like circumstances. 
Such unbelief in God and a future state of rewards and 
punishments shall go only to the credibility of the wit- 
ness.” 

This is a very long step in advance for Tennessee 
to take, but she is not yet entirely out of the wilder- 
ness of superstitious injustice. There is no reason 
why the witness's non-belief in any dogma should be 
permitted to affect his credibility. The creed- 
bound jury should not thus be authorized by the 
law to discredit a man’s testimony merely because 
he does not believe as they do, and we hope that the 
statute makers of Tennessee will soon amend the new 
law so that the Freethinker will hav precisely the 
same rights in the courtroom that the Christian 
now enjoys. 

i 

Our genial contemporary, Puck, is usually pretty 
clear-headed, but occasionally its various observa- 
tions fail to “consist.” This was very noticeably 
the case in the editorial department of its issue of 
February 6th. In one paragraph it speaks in warm 
praise of ex Gov. Robert E. Pattison, candidate of 
the “reformers” for mayor of Philadelphia, saying 
that the “decent voters of all political faiths are 
rallying about him, just as they rallied to the sup- 
port of Mr. Strong in New York,” and it wishes 
Philadelphia as good a start out of the swamp of 
corruption by the election of Mr. Pattison as New 
York has out of the same swamp by the election of 
Mr. Strong. Now, if Puck were a Sabbatarian 


paper, its support of the theocrat Pattison would 


be rational and consistent, but as it is a friend of 
the free Sunday we are at a loss to understand its 
attitude. In the paragraph immediately following 
the one devoted to the Philadelphia contest it cham- 
pions Mayor Strong as against his so-called temper- 
ance enemies and the other Sabbatarians who are 
so savagely attacking him because he is not willing 
to try to enforce a Sunday law which produces law- 
breaking ten times worse than the evil it is alleged 
to prevent. Puck finds fault with the spokesmen 
and spokeswomen of the people who are reminding 
Mr. Strong that they worked hard to elect him and 
that therefore he should do as they command. Now 


is it possible that Puck does not know that the 
same meddling societies are at work in the Penn- 
sylvania city in behalf of Pattison, and that if he ia 
elected they will make the same demands upon him 
that their New York congeners are making upon 
Mayor Strong, but with a far different result? Is 
it not aware that Pattison as governor was hand. in 
glove with the Sabbatarians and effectually blocked 
all measures intended to modify the antiquated and 
ridiculous Sunday laws of the state? We hav noth- 
ing whatever to do with the religious opinions of 
Robert Pattison, but we are opposed to the election 
to any office of any man who will use the powers of 
that office to force his religious opinions upon his 
fellow citizens ; and we hav believed that Puck was 
equally opposed to such union of church and state. 
What, then, does it mean by supporting Robert E. 
Pattison, who has been guilty of this very offense 
against the Constitution of the nation and the lib- 
erties of his countrymen, and who, if elected to an- 
other office, will, in all probability, offend in like 
manner again ? 


The Woman’s National Sabbath Alliance, an aux- 
iliary of the American Sabbath Union, was organ- 
ized in this city on February 7th. Its especial 
work just now will be to try to prevent any modifi- 
cation of the laws relating to liquor selling on Sun- 
day. The Sabbath Union addressed a memorial to 
the legislature praying that body not to adopt any 
of the bills now before it which would open the 
liquor stores any part of the first day of the week. 
But Rev. Dr. J. H. Knowles, who drafted the 
memorial, lifted his priest’s robe high enough to 
show the cloven hoof of the “Sabbath” Satan. He 
made it plain that it was not the Sunday sale of 
liquor to which the Sabbath Unionists primarily 
objected, but the Sunday sale of anything except 
sermons and church organ music.. He said dis- 
tinctly that they protested, not only against the 
legalizing of Sunday liquor sales, but against the 
legalizing of any traffic, however innocent in itself. 
The memorial is really a sermon, abounding in the 
stock phrases of the theologian. The legislators 
are told that God reigns and that millions of bis 
people would be grieved if they, the legislators, 
should do anything to weaken the hold of the Lord's 
day on the public conscience. It is said “with rev- 
erence” that God himself entreats the legislature 
not to do anything the Sabbatarians do not like, 
and it is covertly threatened that he will * some- 
where, at some time, and in some way” get even 
with the legislators if they disobey the ministerial 
mandates. There was an amusing incident in con- 
nection with the formation of the Woman’s Alliance. 
The members were asked to take this pledge: 

** We, the-women of America, recognizing the Ameri- 
can Christian Sabbath as our rightful inheritance, be- 
queathed to us by our forefathers, as the foundation of 
our national prosperity and safeguard of our social, civil, 
and religious blessings; as the conservator of the rights 
of the wage-earner, do hereby pledge ourselvs to resist, 
by precept and example, whatever tends to undermine 
the Sabbath as a day of rest and worship, such as the 
Sunday secular newspaper, social Sunday entertainments, 
and Sunday driving and traveling for personal conven- 
ience, gain, or pleasure, and we further pledge ourselvs 
to exert our influence to create a right sentiment on all 
aspects of the Sunday question, especially in reference to 
traffic of every kind on that day." 

Inasmuch as most of these pious women are 
merely dress-parade Sabbatarians, organized for the 
purpose of making other people go in the direction 
they point, they were amazed when one of the 
women present was found to be possessed of an 
old-fashioned conscience. She said that she ap- 
proved of the objects of the society, but could not 
conscientiously take the pledge. ‘I would like to 
visit a friend on Sunday and would want to take a 
street car, but could not if I signed the pledge.” 
The real good women were too astonished to say 
anything for some minutes—such a tender con- 
science was & marvel to them. Finally several 
managed to suggest to her that she “seek light in 
prayer’! What frauds these “ Christian reformers” 
are! 


Jun Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:80 and 7:80, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, P idelphia, 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 
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That fiscal remnant, sarcastically alluded to as 
the gold “reserve” in the United. States treasury, 
got down to forty-one millions the other day, and 
the crisis was deemed sufficiently grave to justify 
our always. great and good friend, Mr. Grover 
Cleveland, in running the country deeper into debt. 
He therefore announces a new set of bonds for his 
constituents, the idea being that when people are 
tied so tightly as to be unable to free themselvs 
their condition may be ameliorated by new ropes to 
draw blood. The syndicate of speculators who hav 
been doing what they could to reduce the treasury 
remnant so that the issue of bonds must cover the 
hundred millions prescribed by law, are much dis- 
appointed, not to say injured in their finer sensibil- 
ties, to learn that the issue is but sixty-five millions. 
It is said there is murmuring among them, as. 
among a pack of philanthropic wolves that do not 
realize as much gore as they smelled. Mr. Abra- 
ham Lincoln had views about those who fatten on 
the necessities of a government or a people in dis- 
tress. He was once discussing the subject with 
Governor Curtin of Pennsylvania, and inquired: 
** Curtin, what do you think of those fellows in Wall 
street who are gambling in gold at such a time as 
this?” Mr. Curtin mildly replied that he thought 
they were sharks. “For my part,” continued Mr. 
Lincoln, as he smote the table a great thump with 
his fist, * I wish every one of them had his devilish 
head shot off." 

Mr. Remsburg, in his book on Lincoln, quotes 
some of the war president’s most lurid profanity 
to show that he could not hav been called eminent 
for piety under a rigid construction of that term. 
The foregoing language, to be found in Carpenter's 
* Six Months at the White House," might hav been 
cited by Mr. Remsburg as tending to establish two 
propositions—first, that Mr. Lincoln was not emi- 
nent for piety; second, that he was something of a 
humanitarian. 


The anniversary of the birth of George Washing- 
ton, esqr.—accredited by his friends as the father 
of his country, and accused by his enemies of being 
the father of persons to the affiant unknown—recurs 
on the 22d day of this month. It will come again 
next year at the same time. If living he would now 
be one hundred and sixty-three years of age, but he 
was not spared. It is not easy to present anything 
fresh and actually dewy about the subject of this 
memoir, but I believe that I shall hit him off under 
a new heading when I speak of him as 


THE MAN WHO COULD LET GO. 


You must know, then, dear reader, that Washing- 
ton was one of those rare individuals among office 
holders who realized that there was such a thing as 
enough. He occupied numerous military positions 
from the lowest to the highest, besides the office of 
president, in all of which he displayed the virtue of 
resignation. From 1755 to 1759 he was com- 
mander in-chief of the forces (two thousand men) 
which the assembly of Virginia ordered to be raised 
for the defense of the province. This office he va- 
cated by resigning. 

In 1775 he was unanimously elected by the Con- 
tinental Congress commander-in-chief of the Conti- 
nental army. Having discharged his duty for eight 
and one-half years, he resigned. 

At the successful close of the Revolutionary war 
there were those who, being blind to the purpose 
of the rebellious colonies, favored crowning him 
king of America. The notion met with popular in- 
dorsement, but Washington declined. 

In 1789 he was elected president of the United 
States without opposition. Near the expiration of 
his second term a demand was made that he serve 
a third time. But Washington declined. 

At other critical: periods of his life, also, he 
evinced & clear perception of what constitutes a 
sufficiency. While with General Braddock, in 1754,. 
on the expedition against Fort Duquesne, four bul- 
lets passed in succession through his clothing, and 
he retired. 

In after years, when he attended a church in 
Philadelphia, the pastor took occasion to animad- 
vert upon his custom of leaving the sanctuary before: 
the sacrament had been administered. Washington 
thereupon remarked that henceforth he would 
trouble neither the clergyman nor his congregation 
on such occasions. ‘And ever after that,” writes 
a biographer, “upon communion days he absented 
himself from church.” In the mind of him of whom 
I speak, enough was as good as à communion feast. 

Finally, on December 14, 1799, the last month of 
the last year of the century, he sank under an acute 
disease, and died. A few hours before his death, 
being asked with what feelings he contemplated his 
approaching dissolution, he replied: **Ilook upon 
this event with perfect resignation.” ^ G. E.M 


` 
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The Church and Its Methods, Its Power and Its 
Weakness. 


Once the church was a tower of strength. When 
it trained its artillery on a man it could make him 
comply with its requisitions, or destroy his influ- 
ence, ruin his character, break up his business, and 
drive him out of the country like & whipped spaniel. 

To-day its fortunes are crumbling, its walls are 
breached, and the people are laughing at its Qua- 
ker guns. Once it was imperious and dictated the 
legislation and ruled the courts and had power over 
the liberty and lives of men. 

To-day it crawls in the dust and plays the whin- 
ing sycophant and invokes the aid of law to accom- 
plish what it once was able to accomplish by brute 
force. And instead of saying to the public, “ Stand 
and deliver,” like a blind beggar it holds out its 
hand and humbly asks for penny gifts. What sums 
it cannot raise in this way it obtains by fairs and 
shows and sneak tricks and gambling. 

A burnt-cork troupe gave a series of entertain- 
ments in our village, and drew larger audiences 
than usually assemble at the churches. Of course 
this burnt-cork entertainment could be approved of 
only by the split-foot fraternity, so the manager of 
the M. E. Theater made up his mind to giv an en- 
tertainment where the lambs of God could play 
together in such a caressing manner as to be ap- 
proved of by those who inhabit the upper country. 
After the burnt-cork troupe had departed, the fol- 
lowing. announcement, which I giv verbatim, was 
conspicuously displayed through the village: 

POVERTY PARTY 
AT THE 
PARLORS OF THE M. E. CHURCH. 
ON FRIDAY NITE, DUO, 14TH. 

Rools and Regulashuns.—1. Every woman what kums 
must wear a kahker dress or sumthin ekerly aproprate. 
2. Kno gent with a biled shirt and dood koller will be 
aloud to kum unles he pays a fine of five sents. 3. A vot 
of thanks will be giv to the man and woman havin the 
wust rig in the rume. 4. A kompetent komitee will in- 
raoe strangers, look after bashful fellers, and kolleot 

nes. 

Fines for Ladies. Wool dress, 5 sents. Kno apron, 
1 sent. Trimmed apron, 2 sents. Jewelry, 2 sents. Bangs, 


2 sents. 
Fines for Men. Biled Shirt and Dood Collars, 5 sents. 


Bilk Necktie, 1 sent. Blaked Boots, 1 sent. Perfume, 2 
sents. Jewelry, 2 sents, 
i ; - - - - - - - 10 Cts. 


That. must hav been a great “ nite” for old Joss. 
No doubt he opened the big book and gave the 
M. E. Theater a long credit mark and then sent 
down the Holy Ghost to spoon around among them 
and inspire them with a “feller feelin'"  Kaliker 
must hav been in great demand that “ nite” even if 
badly soiled. Probably the performance was opened 
with prayer, and then they sang : 

How happy are the 
Who their Savior obey. 
This made old Joss feel so good that he took a 
fresh chew of Cavendish, laid back in his old arm- 
chair, crossed his legs, and made the heavenly arches 
ring by singing: 
My pets are all happy and jolly and frisky, 
Let joy be in heaven, so pass round the whisky. 

No doubt there was a great deal of work done in 
the Lord's vinyard that “nite.” Ason other sim- 
ilar occasions, probably there was & pretty Miss 
Tiptoe so nearly sanctified that she would let the 
saintly young bucks kiss her for ten “sents” apiece 
“for the glory of the Lord.” If any of my Chris- 
tian friends are shocked at the idea that God chews 
tobacco and drinks whisky, I would like to ask them 
if they don't believe that he had been taking a 
“horn” when he revealed himself to Moses? We 
sent a man to jail for that very offense, and he was 
drunk and chewed tobacco; and any god that has 
no higher sense of propriety than to display himself 
in that manner will chew tobacco and drink whisky. 

At these pious entertainments; after a blessing 
has been invoked by the Rev. Mr. Topcrust, the 
regular business of the evening begins. It is a ver- 
itable penny-in-the-slot game. Grab bags, lottery 
chances, and low gambling that would shame a 
common gamester, are the order of the evening. 
God's gambler's are supposed to enjoy privileges 
which the ordinary gamblers never claim. In the 
name of him who commanded them not to covet 
what belongs to another, and not to lay up treas- 
ures on earth, they bake a valuable gold ring in a 
big cake and sell the pieces at two shillings each, 
with the understanding that everyone who buys a 
piece has a fair chance of getting the ring. But 
Mrs. Thoroughgrace marks the place in the cake 
where the ring is located, and Deacon Lovejust 
draws the prize. Thus the ring is saved to the 
church, and yet in the name of God they scoop the 


boodle. . One or all of these low-down snap tricks 


and gambling devices hav been practiced in the dif- 
ferent. churches; and no doubt God has been glori- 
fied and humanity uplifted. EMEN 


command to utterly slay old and young, to kill all 


the camels and oxen and assés, and spare nothing 
alive to breathe; to burn and destroy and lay a 
whole country waste—is it safe to trust such men 
to guide the ship of state? A book which turns 
out such lunatics has no place in the schools. 

A belief in an unerring God lies at the root of 
the evil. When men rise above the god-idea they 
will no longer ask for Sunday laws, or the Bible in 
the schools, or exemption of church property. Ohap- 
lains will be dismissed. Gods will find no place in 
the Constitution, and man will no longer persecute 
his brother for God's sake. As long as a nian Be- 
lieves in God and the Bible he cannot be trusted, 
for passages of scripture can be found which will 
turn a man of humane instincts into a monster, and 
all the time he will think that he is an instrument 
in the hands of God to execute his will. 

I do not ask the Christian to do as I say. If he 
wants to pray, let him pray. If he wants to go to 
church on Sunday and hear the Rev. Mr. Baldybeat 
Munchausen telling snake and fish stories, that is 
his privilege, and he must be defended ih the exet- 
cise of his rights. If he wants to wear out the knees 
of his trousers in praying, and the seat in back- 
sliding, let him slide backward or forward, it is no 
concern of mine so long as he does not interfere 
with my rights. 

Before the Christian tells me that it is my duty 
to pray, let him show that a single prayer was ever 
answered. What right has he to compel me to ob- 
serve Sunday as he says? If I offend his heavenly 
Mikado by writing this article on Sunday, why not 
trust him to come down on me with his almighty 
whang-doodle as he thinks I deserve. The trouble 
is the Christian is all the time trying to do some- 
thing to please his God before he knows whether 
he has an existence. Then guided by his old Jew- 
book he will outrage humanity and believes that his 
great holy Jumbo screams with delight at the infa- 
my. What right has the Christian to infer that I 
would testify falsely because I believe in neither his 
lying old scrapbook nor his silly old imaginary 
dummy? What right has he to make me pay taxes 
on his gospel theater, when I am interested in nei- 
ther his crucifixion plays nor their actors? It is 
high time for intelligent men to take a firm stand 
and expose the tricks of these holy thimbleriggers, 
and break up the game entirely. The spirit of our 
government is that every man shall do as he pleases 
so long as he does not infringe the rights of others. 
The trouble is, the Christian is not satisfied when 
his natural rights are secured to him, but he wants 
everyone to bend to what he conceives to be the 
will of his great celestial boss. 

Years ago, when people could be scared by the 
torments of hell, and fooled with promises of eter- 
nal bliss in an imaginary heaven, a church could 
hold a protracted meeting every winter and rope 
in a couple of hundreds, who were as completely 
under the control of designing ecclesiastics as an 
army is under the control of a general. But the 
people begin to understand the tricks of these 
heavenly shysters. When a minister stirs up hell 
and talks about the undying worm and the smoke 
of their torment that ascendeth up for ever, the 
people think, if they do not say, “ Let the undying 
worm ‘wriggle ;” and of the smoke of their torment, 
“Let "er smoke;” well knowing that hell is an ex- 
ploded myth. And as for the bliss of heaven, a 
title deed of a plot in the New Jerusalem isn’t 
worth as much as & patch of huckleberries. Con- 
cerning God, the more intelligent hav about as 
much confidence in him as they havin the mud 
gods of the Dyaks. The ordinary minister ‘no lon- 
ger counts when they want to raise the holy wind; 
they hav to send off for an expert—one who has 
reduced deception to a fine art. He must himself 
be very dishonest in order to make his gospel racket 
a success. He must know how to manage an audi- 
ence, just as an old salt knows how to manage a 
vessel. 
` The room must be kept at just such a temperature. 
If a current of cold air should be let in, the jig 
would be up. An outdoor camp-meeting in winter 
would be a dead failure. No shivering saints ever 
approach the anxious seat. God loses his power 
just as quick as the frost strikes him. Care must 
be taken not to let in any dogs. A dog fight just 
-at the critical moment would scare the Holy Ghost 
out of his wits, and he could not be induced to 
hover around again until the next session. 

Then the proper ones must be put into the 
“amen corner," and the responses must be given 
« just in the nick of time." Then there must be 
singers and shouters and groaners and whippers-in, 
and each must be drilled down to the nicest point 
of exactness. Every part of the machinery must 
work like a charm or no grist wil be ground for 
the church. . Then the minister must be-full of 


Christ told the Christian to sell what he had and 
giv to the poor. That is a kind of mediein whith 
he takes in homeopathic doses. Instead he hires 
the poor at starvation wages; he tries to keep the 
Bible in the schools, and works ‘in the interest of 
the church in order to turn out more such Chris- 
tians. These pious snobs lay great stress on a day 
of rest; but many will work their old horses all the 
week, until their heads droop and their ambition is 
gone, and then they will drive them a half dozen 
miles to church, so that they can hav a rest. The 
Christian’s God has no sympathy for old horses. 

The Christian says you must love your enemies, 
and then he shows his love for his enemies by lock- 
ing them up because they do not spend the Sabbath 
as he says they must. A man who has been con- 
fined to the office or store all the week mounts his 
bike Sunday morning to take a turn through the 
country, to hav a change and enjoy the open. Dea- 
con Longface says he is a child of the devil; but if 
he runs his wheel a dozen miles to church, then he 
is a child of the savior partner. To skate on Sun- 
day for diversion is to ineur the wrath of God, but 
a lot of good Christians can skate down the river to 
church, and it is all right. Come on bikes, come 
on skates; God will throw up his hat and shout, 
“Bully for you!” when you come to church, no 
matter how you get there. 

If there is a heaven for hypocrits, what a vast 
crowd will be gathered into the inclosure! All of 
this pretended anxiety about a day of rest is just 
Christian rot. When they claim that they want the 
parks and the museums, the libraries, the art gal- 
leries, and all places of instruction and amusement 
closed on Sunday in the interest of good morals, 
they lie, and, what is more, they know they lie. 
Christians are well aware that these places hav 
greater attractions for the people than long prayers 
and the Rev.: Flamdoodle’s sermons, and they think 
that if these places are closed up the people will 
come to church. But the people are no longer 
afraid of the devil, and Heston has got all the hell 
there was in a big pot; in short, the masses no 
longer pay attention to the old theological racket, 
and the church seeks to maintain by compulsion 
the position it can no longer hold by deception. 

Some years ago we suffered the misfortune of 
having an evangelist visit our town. The first move 
he wade was to extort a promis from every business 
man in the place that he would close his establish- 
ment every night during the meetings. His policy 
was to shut up every other place so that the people 
could go nowhere except to church. Here is the 
secret of the whole Sunday-closing business; the 
object is to force men to attend places where the 
proceedings can only fill the intelligent with disgust, 
a8 starving men are sometimes reduced to the ex- 
tremity of eating food that nauseates the stomach. 

The teaching of the great necromancer of Galilee 
has so far perverted human nature that Christians 
believe that it is pleasing to God for them to walk 
backward and to stand upon their heads. After & 
slugger has battered one cheek, it is as unnatural 
to turn the other also as it is fora man to stand 
upon his head. The fool Christian preaches peace 
on earth and good will to men, and then wants to 
put the thumbscrews on all who do not believe it 
natural for men to stand with heels in. the air 
Right here in the great Empire state only a week or 
two ago some pious grannies found what they called 
a “witch mark” on a child less than a week old. 
This wonderful find was reported, and some Chris- 
lian ruffians assembled and stripped the father of 
the child naked, rolled him in the snow, daubed him 
with tar, then ripped open a featherbed and decked 
him out with a coat of feathers. And then they 
took the mother who had given birth to the child 
only a week before and treated her in like manner. 

What would be the consequence if the govern- 
ment should be surrendered into the hands of such 
pious thugs? All Freethought literature would be 
blotted out and the authors imprisoned or burnt. 
The children of those who were believed to be ene- 
mies of God would be murdered as of old and their 
mothers ripped up alive. Such men as Ingersoll 
and Wakeman, Putnam and many others would be 
instructed by these holy pollywogs as to the duty 
they owe to God and the obligations they are under 
to the church. ! ; 

I knew a man who was constantly under the in- 
fluence of the “power.” He did so and so, and 
thus and thus, because the “power” told him to. 
He was hopelessly insane. The men who commit- 
ted the outrage on the father and mother of the 
child mentioned above had read in an old. book that 
they must not suffer a witch to liv. Now, I ask, 
what is the difference between these two cases of 
insanity? When the minds of men become so dis- 
torted that they believe every word in the. Bible 
emanated from gn all-wise God, and: then read his 


all of these appliances. brought to bear. it. would-be 


‘magnetic influence. - Understand, ladies!.. With all. ... 
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wonderful if some Simple Simon did not get hyp- 
notized and stand up with a face as long as a 
kneading-trough and say, “I want to find Jesus.” 
Promptly the amen corner must be heard from. 
Some shouter sings out, “Glory to God." Another 
shouts, * Let God be praised.” Then the minister 
tells the driveling idiot that he has been a great sin- 
ner from away back, then the groaners take a turn, 
but he says a plan of salvation has been opened. 
Jesus is waiting to be gracious. You must lean on 
the arm of Jerus. Then the singers come in play. 
At the word of command they sing : 


Alas, and did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die, 

Would he devote that sacred head 
For such a fool as I? 

Was it for crimes that I hav done 
He groaned upon the tree? 

Old Clootie smiled to see the fun, 
And had a jamboree. 

As this is the season of protracted meetings, and 
as they hav begun to stir up the monkeys in our 
town, I thought I would let the people into the se- 
eret of making & Christian. God has just as much 
to do with the process as he has with a lot of fel- 
lows who get hilarious over their “Tom and Jerry.” 

Christians may say that I ridicule Christ on the 
cross. It is not a man that I ridicule, but a system. 
And if they would rid their minds of superstition 
and giv the matter an impartial examination they 
would see that the whole scheme is too ridiculous 
for serious consideration. Think of it—a great 
God getting mad because a woman ate some per- 
simmons. God made the woman and gave her the 
appetite—planted the persimmons, and made a 
snake to entice her, and then raises “1” because 
matters turned out just as he knew they would. 
He came into the garden in the cool of the day, but 
what good did that do? Eve had gobbled the fruit. 
Why did he not put in an appearance earlier, in 
time to prevent the mischief? he knew what was 
going on. Then to reconcile himself to this Hudi- 
brastic transaction he nailed his boy to a tree. 
Wasn't he a smart God? He ought to hav nailed 
the snake to the tree, and not his son, who was such 
& promising young mechanic. Inasmuch ‘as the 
snake had the power of speech it could hav re- 
torted, * Why do you nail me to a. tree for doing 
just what you designed me to do?" O think of it, 
my Christian friend, a man crucified to keep you 
from going to hell because a woman ate some per- 
simmons six thousand years ago! 

You say I treat a serious subject with levity. It 
is not serious, it is simply ridiculous. 

The time was when a certificate of membership 
from an orthodox church would be considered 
a guarautee of good character. And there lay 
the great power of the church. It was regarded 
asa great moral element. It had the power to 
elevate -men to positions which they were not 
entitled to either by intellectual attainment or 
moral worth. 

To-day no business firm that has places of trust 
and responsibility to fill is inquiring for church- 
members or Sunday-school superintendents or 
members of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. Confidence men, defaulters, and bank wreck- 
ers hav been largely drawn from that source, and 
are no longer in demand. Receivers of bribes— 
those who pile up fortunes through blackmail—are 
notoriously supporters of the church. If the cloak 
of Elijah did not fall upon the great St. Anthony, 
many believe that he is clothed in saintly robes. 
Yet even he, according to report, has been levying 
blackmail, and his saintly robes hav been worn to 
hide a black heart. 

The idea of this great moral force which has at- 
tached to the church and held her in respected 
position, has nearly died out. The people are find- 
ing out that nearly all the great criminals are be- 
lievers in the great Christian humbug. 

Scientific men repudiate the whole supernatural 
delusion. What scientific mind believes that all 
the gods ever pictured in the human mind could 


take a cubic mile of nothing and make even a grain’ 


of sand out of it? Or, that they could reduce a 
grain of sand to nothing ? 2n 

Who that has studied the law of gravitation can 
be made to believe that men ever ascended from 
the earth bodily? Onee the church trampled science 
in the dust. To-day science is putting the church 
to the rout with all its miracles and gods and 
ghosts. l 

Christianity has cursed the world leng enough. 
It has dried up the sweet juices of humanity and 
turned men into monsters. It has set back the 
progress of all Europe more than a thousand years. 
It has filled the minds of men with phantoms and 
myths. It has waged wars between those who 
thought only of the hereafter, and those who were 
laboring for better conditions here. The great 
necromancer impressed the belief upon the minds 


of his deluded followers that business would not 
be continued at the “old stand ”—that the world 
would soon be side-tracked—that there were those 
living who would see the son of man coming in the 
clouds, and therefore, that the things of this world 
were of no consequenee. But the old world is still 
turning on its axletrees without squeaking, and 
doesn’t show any signs of getting phthisicky, and 
from present indications I am inclined to believe that 
she will stand the racket a year or two longer. 

The great necromancer got ditched in his calcu- 
lation, and the driveling imbecils hav not seen him 
in the clouds or anywhere else up to date. 

Christians hav been led to ignore all that per- 
tains to the well-being of this world, and to turn 
their attention to a world that never had an exist- 
ence. 

They hav been living only for robes and harps 
and crowns and wings. And if I had to dwell 
eternally with sniveling Christians I would rather 
hav a pair of horns than a pair of wings. 

The whole system was founded on dreams, 
prophecy, miracles, fraud, and foolery. 

From start to finish—from tap-root to topmost 
branch— Christianity is the most stupendous cheat 
and fraud that the human mind ever conceived. 

Naples, N. Y. Joun PECK. 


At the Book Table. 


Women 1x ras Busness Wortp, or Hints and Helps 
to Prosperity. By One of Them. Boston: 
Arena Publishing Co. 12mo., 322 pp. Price, 
cloth, $1.75; paper, 50 cents. 


This book preaches the doctrin of self-help for 
women. The spirit that animated the author is re- 
vealed in these two mottoes: 


Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 


It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishments the scroll; 
I am the master of my fate, 

I am the captain of my soul. 


“Self-support is as much the duty of a woman as 
ofa man. The time is past for dividing the vir- 
tues. Servil dependence in money matters is no 
longer deemed honorable.” 

We find also this quotation from Margaret Fuller; 
* No woman can giv her hand with dignity, or her 
heart with loyalty, until she has learned to stand 
alone.” Of the purpose of her book, the author 
says in the introduction: “Its object is to help 
women to help themselvs, which is the only kind of 
assistance that is of permanent value. It tries to 
point out the stumbling blocks in the path of the 
business woman, and attempts to show her how to 
avoid or overcome them. It endeavors to make it 
clear to her that her place in the Business World 
is not a corner fenced off by prejudices based on 
the time-worn idea of sex limitations; but that she 
is free to work in any part of it that she chooses, 
and is bound by no bonds save those which exist in 
her own mind. She has only her own permission 
to gain to do what she will. Less than half a cent- 
ury ago, the only occupations in which she could 
engage, with her own and the public’s consent, were 
teaching, housework, sewing, and nursing. Now 
she may be anything from a lecturer to a steam- 
boat captain, and the public respect her and giv 
her its patronage if her work deserves it. The 
word business is used in this book in its most un- 
limited sense. It represents all the occupations 
in which people engage—agriculture, mechanics, 
the arts and sciences, and the work within the 
home. The Business World includes all the indus- 
trial affairs of life. No attempt has been made to 
giv a list of occupations for women. That would 
necessitate mentioning all the industries known. 
Those spoken of are such as admit of greater de- 
velopment or are new to many readers.” 

The author has a saving message for all women, 
and that message is self-dependence. Unless they 
are self-dependent they can never accomplish any- 
thing, and must always remain feeble, undeveloped 
creatures, mentally, physically, socially, and finan- 
cially. She well says that use, action, are the only 
means by which all growth is attained, and that it 
is the disuse of their faculties which hav made women 
a weak and dependent class. It is as an individual, 
notas & woman, that she must shape her destiny. 
As an individual, her first duty is self-development. 
Grant Allen has expressed the same thought, apply- 
ing it to the entire race, as does our author, but he 
has been wiser than she in that he has omitted 
unmeaning reference to “God.” The struggle 
for existence strengthens, and the woman who has 
been sheltered and protected from all knowledge of 
this struggle has missed something which would be 
of inestiminable value to her if she could know it. 
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The woman who has pushed out into the fierce | 
battle for bread has been more favored than her - 
hot-house sister if it has taught her to stand alone. 
“ The ability to stand alone, without fear, no matter 
how empty the purse or how hard the winds of ad- 
versity blow, is the most precious possession a hu- 
man being can hav.” 

Among the many subjects treated are these: Self- 
salvation; women’s greatest need; finding one’s 
true calling; training and efficiency; perverted - 
pride; the road to success; business philosophy ; 
condensed commercial wisdom ; little keys to for- 
tune; things necessary to know; important points; 
helpers and hinderers; the seed of wealth; eco- 
nomic blunders and benefits; astory and a sermon; 
saying and doing; the allurements of science; the 
liberal arts; the written word; where there is room 
for more; some new and old occupations; caring: 
for others; behind the counter; examples of suc- 
cess in horticulture; country home industries; 
breaking rough ground; daily bread; woman’s his- 
toric weapon—the needle; within the home; cheer- 
ing facts; the fatherhood of employers; women are 
the masters of their own fate. Of course this givs 
no adequate idea of the variety of facts presented 
and information imparted by this work, but the 
table of contents is too copious to reproduce in the 
limited space available. The topics treated herein 
are handled in a common sense, practical manner, 
and this is what givs the work its e ceptional value. 
We should like to make many quotations from it 
for the pleasure of our readers, but must content 
ourself with what follows: 

“If the word ‘servant’ could be abolished the 
class it describes would also vanish with it, and the 
home be cleared of the worst of all features of our 
domestic economy, the presence of inferiors, which 
is destructiv to a wholesome mental atmosphere. 
The home is intended as a place of ease, complete re- 
laxation when relaxation is needed, and the enjoyment 


.|of the society of members composing the family. 


All these are disturbed by the presence of inferiors 
—that is, beings of a lower class intellectually, hav- 
ing nothing in common with those they serve. The 
principles of co-operation applied more extensivly 
to the management of the home would solve the 
problem of domestic service satisfactorily. Wher- 
ever it has been tried understandingly it has not . 
been found ineffectual. Take your social equals, 
not your inferiors, into the home. That will abol- 
ish bad service and unpleasant influences, besides : 
ennobling household labor, and thereby benefiting 
all civilization.” 


Tuomas PAINE, THE AUTHoR-SoLDIER oF THE AMERI- 
ican Revotution: The Good and Evil of His Life 
and Writings. By George Lippard. With Por- 
trait of the Author. Philadelphia: J. B. Elliott, 
3515 Wallace st. Paper, 16 pp. Price, 20 cts. 


This pamphlet is the report of a lecture delivered 
in Philadelphia on Jan. 25,1852. It was never be- 
fore printed as a whole except in the New Era, a 
weekly newspaper printed in Philadelphia in the 
year named. The author had a very great admira- 
tion for the political works of Thomas Paine, and 
he possessed the courage to publicly express that 
admiration in a time when Paine was even less pop- 
ular than he was, say, twenty years ago. But Mr. 
Lippard defended the memory of Paine in spite of 
the further fact that he was himself an earnest 
Christian and reprobated the sentiments expressed 
in the “Age of Reason.” For this he is certainly 
deserving of honor, as well as for the services in 
behalf of humanity which he rendered in many 
another unpopular cause. He was a prolific con- 
tributor to the magazines of his day and was an 
editor himself at one time. He counted among his 
acquaintances most of the literary celebrities of the 
time, and Edgar Allen Poe was a personal friend. 
Among his labors are to be reckoned his experi- 
ments in coóperativ work, his endeavors to hav a 
portrait of Paine placed in Independence Hall, and 
his efforts in favor of free land, and against slavery. 
and the unequal position of woman. He early 
called attention to the imprisonment for debt of 
Robert Morris, the financier of the Revolution. 
His tribute to Stephen Girard was a valuable testi- 
monial to the strict integrity of that famous Infidel 
and philanthropist. . À 

Lippard was savagely severe in his denunciations 
of the “Age of Reason,” and Mr. Elliott intimates 
that he had not read it, being acquainted with only 
the descriptions of it and disconnected extracts 
found in the religious press. His present biogra- 
pher hopes that the Freethinker of to-day will be 
lenient in judging him, and take into consideration 
the fact that it was then impossible to obtain 
Paine's heretical work “except under cover of the 
greatest secrecy, and he who was known to hav 
read it was shunned as a dangerous person.” 


` 
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News and Notes. 

I did not know that I would hav to come down 
to a freight car and be transported like live-stock 
or baggage; but I had to pile into a box-car, or it 
was no go from Prescott to Phenix. The rains 
had so demoralized the embankments alongside the 
railroad that there was not room for a passenger 
coach to pass by; and I had to take the aforesaid 
method of travel, and recline the best way I could 
on boxes and baggage for the repose of my weary 
bones. There were about a dozen passengers with 
me, and we all took it good naturedly and enjoyed 
ourselvs as best we could in the crisp morning 
air, as we went winding about the lofty mountains, 
where the carpets of snow glittered, soon to be 
succeeded, however, by tropical colors. It was 
a beautiful journey. Varying and vast prospects 
appeared before the view; huge rocks, tremen- 
dous precipices, granit hills, luminous valleys, im- 
mense peaks, canons and defiles mingling in splen- 
did and wild confusion. ‘Thumb Butte, which 
towers over Prescott like an enormous thumb, 
transforms itself into a stupendous crouching lion 
as we sweep by, with an appearance of awful 
strength and ferocity, as if it were ready to leap 
upon the great world beneath. We mount several 
thousand feet, and then begin our descent into 
Skull valley, where a few tents of pioneers greet the 
eye, and wide desolation spreads on every side, 
hemmed in with lustrous walls of mountain. But 
the snows hav disappeared, and the sky hangs soft 
and bright. There is ethereal mildness in the air ; 
and as we proceed southward the warmth and brill- 
iance increase. At about the middle of the after- 
noon we arrive at the end of the track; and here 
we take a stage for Phoenix, forty miles away. I 
mount the front seat of the somewhat forlorn vehi- 
cle, and we proceed at a fair pace over the rough 
ways; and though we get a considerable shaking 
up, the views are so magnificent in the evening sun 
that I take no note of weariness. The golden sun- 

. set falls radiantly over the vast expanse, and for a 
hundred miles away we see the beaming hights. 
The pathway of the glorious sun, as it disappears, 
is followed by a lovely moon, which transforms the 
scene into a picture of strange and haunting 
beauty. The dusty plain seems like a jeweled 
floor, and the mighty hills are lost in the twinkling 
darkness. By and by the moon drops below the 
horizon, and we travel by the light of the innumer- 
able stars. At midnight the electric radiance of 
Phonix bursts upon the sight, and in the early 
morn I find myself comfortably in bed at the Cen- 
tral Hotel, where the light of Freethought shines 
in the face of the genial landlord, Joe Thalheimer. 
At 9 o'clock I awake in the beauty of the summer's 
day and find Pheenix alive with all sorts of people 
from all parts of the world. I enjoy the delicious 
sunshine and the green landscapes that spread 
around, and the flowers that bloom. I find old 
comrades, J. B. Lacy, J. H. W. Jensen, and others, 
and arrangements are made for lectures, Feb. 6th 
snd 7th. The legislature is now in session, and I 
hope to hav a chance to talk to them, and keep them 
up to the mark of secular politics. The governor, 
under the sway of the Methodist church, has recom- 
mended the passage of a Sabbath law, and we may 
expect a fight on that point, and also on church 
taxation. A copy of “Church Property” has been 
given to each member of the legislature, and I hope 
they will profit by the reading of it. I am looking 
forward to good work. 

The campaign at Prescott closed in a blaze of 
glory with the Paine Celebration on Tuesday even- 
ing, January 29th. The Opera House was crowded 
to its utmost capacity. The music was furnished 
by the Prescott orchestra, the members of which 
are Jules Baumann, S. Slessenger, an old-time 
friend of Phenix, C. Wilbanks, aud Carl Miller, 
and we are under obligation for the excellent ser- 
vice which they rendered out of pure love to 
Thomas Paine and the great cause which he so 
nobly represented. Jules Baumann sang the “ Star 
Spangled Banner,” and aroused the patriotic en- 
thusiasm of the audience. The opening address of 
Dr. Miller was a fine delineation of the work of 
Thomas Paine in the American Revolution. Shar- 
lot M. Hall eloquently portrayed the career of 
Thomas Paine in England and France. This was 
her first appearance before an audience, and she 
was applauded to the echo. I am sure that our 
young friend will be one of our most brilliant rep- 
resentativs upon the Freethought platform, and 
will carry our flag to victory when we older heads 

-hav made our pillow in the dust. It is inspiring to 
look forward to these workers of the future. 
George E. Macdonald’s poem, “Paine: The Knight 
Errant of Freedom,” was finely rendered in its 
melody and strength of thought and ringing hope 
by Mrs. M. E. Miller, and the poet and his fair in- 
terpreter and the “ Knight Errant” himself received 


the ovation of the listeners. Mr. Jules Baumann 
sketched a life-like portrait of Thomas Paine which 
ornamented the center of the stage, wreathed with 
flowers and evergreens, and when Mrs. Miller 
pointed to this noble presentment, the cheers of 
the audience were unbounded. Mrs. Lizzie Jacks, 
formerly of Denver, where she assisted the Free- 
thought work, fairly captured her hearers with her 
lovely songs. She closed with singing “John 
Brown” to words written by her husband for the 
occasion, and these martial strains swept along as 
in the years gone by they rang at the head of our 
marching columns. Prof. W. S. Bell mingled phi- 
losophy and comedy as he depicted the “Age of 
Reason” and the closing scenes of the life of 
Thomas Paine. Jn every respect the occasion was 
a memorable one for Prescott. It has stirred the 
people, and enlightened them with the great ideas 
of Freethought and American history. 

Comrade Upton givs mea delightful drive Thurs- 
day afternoon from Phoenix to Tempe. . As the Salt 
River is still impassable, I was obliged to walk 
over the railroad bridge which stood the brunt of 
the tempest without flinching. At Tempe I find a 
warm welcome. I giv a lecture in the evening to 
a full house, although a revival is going on at the 
same hour with considerable excitement, But the 
Freethought wave keeps moving on. I should hav 
had, without doubt, the largest audience of all if I 
could hav stayed another evening, but the railroad 
trains run in such a way that I must leave without 
continuing the work, in order to meet my appoint- 
ment at Tucson. 

Old friends are still at the post at Tempe. Mr. 
and Mrs. Chas. T. Hayden and Carl Hayden are 
among our most generous allies. I always find a 
welcome at their beautiful home—all the good 
things that make a Pilgrim rejoice, with art, philos- 
ophy, poetry, and the amenities of life. I wish I 
could linger longer in this happy retreat. With 
Mr. Hayden, I visit the Normal school, where I 
find that the methods of modern education prevail 
under its able and cultured teachers. I also drive 
over to Mesa, and visit a notable Mormon settle- 
ment. I especially enjoy a visit with Uncle Ben 
Johnson, & leader in the church, who had seven 
wives in good scriptural fashion and about forty 
children. He is hale and hearty at seventy-seven 
years of age, has had a great experience all over 
this western countrv, in Mexico and the isles of 
the Pacific. He says he is ready to listen to any 
truth, and he has a great admiration for Ingeroll. 
I hav no doubt he will improve as he grows older. 
He has a chance yet to become a pioneer Free- 
thinker. Like the rest of the “Saints” he is drop- 
ping many of the old habits and customs of the 
church, and is in the line of modern progress. The 
Mormons of this section are generally of good 
stock. They are taking hold and developing the 
resources of the country. 

I meet some Oregonian friends here, Mrs. Kee- 
nan and Mrs. Patterson from Portland. Mrs. 
Keenan is well known for her devotion to humanity 
and is always ready to lend a hand to the sick and 
suffering. Our Liberal friend, Mrs. Atkinson, has a 
severe trial. Her son was recently shot by an in- 
sane man. It is hoped that he will recover, but he 
requires constant attendance. All our sympathies 
are with our comrade thus laid low. R.M. Robert- 
son is still on duty. I met many new friends here; 
and so Tempe is becoming more attractiv as one of 
the advance lines of Freethought. I am sorry I 
did not hav time to organize the forces, but this 
will come in the future. Mr. Hayden is a host in 
himself. He has been in this territory from the be- 
ginning, and knows it by heart. No man has done 
more to develop the country. He has been en- 
gaged in great business transactions, and mills and 
stores and fruitful lands are the result of his per- 
sistent industry. He has traveled extensivly from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. He is from Connecti- 
cut, and the spirit of that Yankee land isin his la- 
borious and daring undertakings. Mrs. Sallie D. 
Hayden has the glorious hospitality of the frontier, 
and there is no lack of vivacity in her elegant home. 
She was the first white woman to locate in this ter- 
ritory, and she has had a varied experience of its 
wonderful fortunes; has seen it grow from a desert 
to a land flowing with milk and honey and radiant 
with the fruits of the tropics. In Arizona at this 
time we find culture, refinement, wealth, and splen- 
dor equal to that of the East; and Mrs. Hayden 
represents the pioneer woman and also the woman 
of to-day. : 

Carl Hayden, now in attendance at the Normal 
school, promises to be at the front rank with the 
banner of “ Excelsior.” 

I cannot mention all the names of old and new 
friends at Tempe, but I feel that this will always be 
a place of charming repose and fruitful toil in the 
« bivouac of life.” 


I leave Tempe Friday evening at nine o’clock, 
about, and arrive at Tucson at three o’clock in the 
morning of Saturday; a tedious midnight journey 
it is. Isaac E. Crum, who mainly organizes our 
work at Tucson, is at the station to receive me, and 
provides good quarters where I am soon sound 
asleep, and do not awake until the sun is high in 
the cloudless heavens. I find things in pretty good 
condition at Tucson. I hav large audiences both 
Saturday and Sunday evenings. I was to lecture 
on Sunday afternoon, but two horse races and bicy- 
cle races were going on, and everybody went to 
them, for the people are fond of amusements in this 
country, and Sunday is about the only time they 
hav, and so I didn’t object to the recreation, as 
probably the ministers do. At present there is no 
Sabbath law in Arizona. Sunday is an all-round 
holiday. 

I giv two more lectures here, and I will write up 
Tucson in my next “News and Notes.” This is & 
quaint and curious place. The old Spanish atmos- 
phere pervades it. It has a Mexican flavor and as- 
pect. Most of the houses are built of adobe and 
are one-story. The cathedral towers in religious 
gloom, and the Protestant churches flash with or- 
thodox brimstone. On the whole there is an abun- 
dance of ancient theology in Tucson. It is, I be- 
lieve, the oldest city in the United States, and that 
perhaps accounts for its strata of remote ages. 
But there is a live American population here, full 
of progress and ideas, and they are working and 
building for the future; and they will succeed, and 
this will one day be a beautiful city, with a beautiful 
country around it, with extensiv harvest fields and 
gleaming canals, so that to the blue mountains that 
edge the glowing horizon there shall be golden 
fruit, green grasses, wandering herds, and flowery 
paths, with homes embowered in the splendor of 
tropical luxuriance. Don’t think that Arizona is & 
desert. When science comes and religion disap- 
pears untold wealth will flash to view. 

Tucson, Feb. 4, 295. Samvet P. Pornam. 


Lecture Notes. 


Muncie, Indiana, is a town of about twenty thot- 
sand, and one of the prettiest villages I ever saw. 
Here I was booked for two lectures. The leading 
spirit of our movement in this vicinity is Dr. T. F. 
Bowles, an outspoken Infidel, but the most popülar 
physician in Muncie. The Spiritualists are strong, 
and are doing a grand work for Freethought as well 
as for their own peculiar views. The second floor 
of a planing-mill owned by Mr. Mang, one of their 
number, has been plastered, painted, and remodeled 
into a beautiful hall for lectures, where I had two 
fine audiences. The churches are numerous and 
powerful. The papers would hardly announce our 
meetings. They rely upon the “conspiracy of 
silence” to defeat us, but the success of our meet- 
ings proves it a failure. The “dignified silence” 
of the church when criticised is the silence of guilt, 
and shows it to be a cowardly as well as a hypoorit- 
ical institution. Pulpiteers hav many times admit- 
ted that they hav no resources adequate to convert 
the Infidel whose mind is independent and who 
reads and thinks for himself. Their sermons are 
only to “confirm the faith” of those already in the 
fold of Christ. Their business is to produce a per- 
petual eclips, blinding their dupes to the fact that 
they are the slaves of priestcraft. I cannot remem- 
ber the names of one-third of the Liberals whose 
acquaintance I made in Muncie, so I will not try to 
mention them. To the efforts of Dr. Bowles and 
several others is due the fact that we had good- 
sized houses. It was & pleasure for me to visit the 
doctor in his office, where I found in abundance the 
works of the best authors. Huxley, Haeckel, Dar- 
win, and particularly Herbert Spencer, are his 
favorits. He has delved deep into these great mas- 
ters and is thoroughly familiar with their works. 

Leaving Muncie with pleasant memories, on Sun- 
day I find myself in Cincinnati. As on my two 
previous visits, the Ohio Liberal Society flourishes, 
and the welcome of Light, Hogg, and Allen was as 
cordial as ever. The cultured and attentiv audi- 
ence of Cincinnati Liberals again greeted me. The 
society is strong and is doing good work, and for 
this reason the church hates it. The program, both 
for the future and in the past, includes some of the 
best and most prominent speakers. Probably no 
Freethought society in the United States has had so 
many paid lecturers since its organization. Geo. E. 
Light is president and James R. Allen secretary. 
Andrew Hogg, the ex-secretary, is as activ as ever 
in the ranks. Mr. Wilm, Dr. Wilson, Mr. Patrick, 
and Dr. McLeod are strong supporters. Dr. Wil- 
son is a thorough believer that Christianity and all 
other religions arose from symbolism and phallic 
worship. He understands this subject thoroughly 
and has given several lectures dealing with it. The 
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Ohio Liberal Society has the support of both brains 
and money. Those who work also pay, and none is 
to be found actuated by selfishness. The fact that 
such organizations are sustained proves that more 
could be. Why, then, are they not? 

FRANKLIN STEINER. 


We hav several stanch Liberals, but none more 
earnest than Mr. ahd Mrs. H. A. Lee and their 
bright family. Little Ora is a born Freethinker, 
and one of the most pleasant recolleetions of my 
trip is this charming child, who looks forward to the 
coming of Taz TaurH Szrkxz& each week; though 
but five years old she «likes to read the pictures." 

At this home, I meet Mr. Clyde Phillips, the 
grandsen of that good Secularist, Wm. Phillips, of 
Olackamas, and it is refreshing to note his enthusi- 
asm for Freethought. 

The following joined the Union at Canby: H. A. 
and Mrs. Eda E. Milo, George and Elvira Lee, 
George Mayer, William and Emil Krueger, H. C. 
Gillmore, L. P. Howard, Clyde Phillips, and J. T. 
Hensley. 

In response to the appeal for funds to pay ex- 
pues of legislativ committee, the following hav 

een received: Mr. and Mrs. W. W. West, $5; Mrs. 
Eva West and John Price, each $1. 

Karm Kream Smrt, 

on State Secular Union. 


— 


EDITOR MACDONALD’S PLAN. 


Quotes Martin Luther in Support of His Project—Peti- 
tion to the Legislature, : 
From the New York Morning Advertiser. 

E. M. Macdonald, Editor of Tux Trota Szexzz, 
a journal of Freethought, proposes to sweep away 
all of the Sunday laws of the state of New York. 
A petition to the legislature is being circulated by 
‘Mr. Macdonald, requesting the repeal of the law in 
the interest of religious liberty, and also upon the 
ground that all illegal restrictions pertaining to 
Sunday observance are used as instruments of 
blackmail and of cruel oppression by the poliee of 
the cities. 

The petitioner also asks that the legislature 
[liquor traffic is meant] be subject to the same 
rules on Sunday that it is on other days. Martin 
Luther is given as the ecclesiastical authority whose 
views coincide with those of the author of the peti- 
tion. 


The Cause in Oregon. 


We hav. accomplished a great deal of work in 
Oregon the past two years, but I feel better over 
the organization of the Silverton Secular circuit, 
than anything else. Christian ministers all over 
the state hav talked of the “dead Silverton Secular 
Union.” Could they hay been present at the or- 
panua of the Silverton Secular Sunday-school, 

anuary 27th, and at the celebration of Paine’s 
birthday in the evening, they would hav been com- 
pélled to admit that Secularism in Silverton is.a 
very “lively corpse.” 

The Silverton Secular Sunday-school starts out 

under the most favorable auspices, with an attend- 
alice of eighty-eight; and the demand for extra les: 
Sons indicates a larger attendance at future theet- 
ings. The following are the officers of the Silver- 
ton Secular Sunday-school : Pearl W. Geer, super- 
intendent ; O. W. Younggren, secretary; M. Fitz- 
gerell, librarian; Miss Sophie Wolf, musical di- 
rector, and John Hicks, treasurer. 
. The groups were conducted as follows: Kinder- 
garten group, Miss Wolf; Wixon group, Mrs. 
Langley ; Paine group, Dr. L. D. Guiss, and I had 
charge of the Progressiv Bible class. These are 
only temporary leaders and by next Sunday, Super- 
intendent Geer will hav selected all. assistants, lead- 
ers, and guards, ready for next report. Here, as in 
the rest of the Secular Sunday-schools in the state 
of Oregon; We celebrated Paine’s birthday, all the 
literary exercises being oh his life and work. We 
are very fortunate in having the captain of the 
Sons of Veterans, Lewis Aldridge, one of our mem- 
bers, and he will take charge of the marching. 

It is pretty generally known that the Secularists of 
Silverton own a fine, large hall, and on this occa- 
sion it was beautifully decorated with mottoes, 
ferns; ivy; and flags. On the stage, in front of an 
eighteen-foot flag, artistically draped, was a large. 
piétufe of Paine; siirtoundéd by ferns and potted 
plants; in fact, the ladie& ahd gentlemen who 
atranged tlie decorations paid a. handsome tribute 
to the originator of our country’s hime. 

The Silverton orchestra, composed of Messrs. 
Roy Russell, H. G. Allen, Neal Cooley, John Hurst, 
and Oarl and John Steelhammer, played several 
fine selections in the evening. The members are 
very bright young men, and with one exception are 
Secularists. They donated their services, and vol- 
unteered to furnish instrumental music for our 
futtire meetings. Miss Myrtle Buff, a talented elo- 
ĉutioiist; delighted the audience by her rendition 
öf à cdmical selection and it would hot be satisfied 
util she responded to an encore. Thé most tak- 
ing pärt of the program was “Sweet Little Butter- 
cup,” sung by little Dell Davenport, June Buff, 
Lena Slater, and Ethel Smith. They are bright 
children and reflected credit on their teacher, Miss 
Wolf. 

The subject of my address was * The Lesson of 
the Life and Labors of Thomas Paine.” We are 
delighted with the work of our Silverton friends— 
all warm, genial, earnest men and women. On this 
trip I am entertained at the beautiful home of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Wolf, where the moments fly all too 
quickly. The following are the new members of 
the Oregon State Secular Union at Silverton: Ed- 
win Langley, H. L. Allen, T. W. Davenport, Elvira 
Walters, Thos. Walters, H. G. Van Valkenburg, evening session the chief speaker was Susan H. 
Sophie Wo v eater) poe aetna Wixon, followed by Mr. Bowitell. Participants 
Dosn M. te, Docutre, Louis de Worl, OW: Te. | regard this as one of the very best Paine celebra- 
gren, Albert Whitlock, O. J. Cooley, Mrs. Josie ü a s ever held in Boston 
Leanord, A. fe Boman, A d e Oen T 5 The Germans also held & meeting in honor of 
Tieanorde o. Ald um i sh B H nat, J M M d- Paine at their hall in Emerald street, at which one 
Smith, Lewis Aldridge, John " x ELS "d of the speakers was Mrs. Freeman, and, as before 
iud M Plug iis a E RS H. CHE aer indieated, they co-operated with the friends at 
Dr. and Mrs. Guiss, of Woodburn, were present at | Paine Hall, furnishing very fine choral music. 
the Silverton celebration. 

What & contrast to these earnest friends do I 
find at Barlow, where I lectured on * The Evolu- 
tion of Gods.” Since President W. W. Jesse and 
his family moved from here, the wings of Free- 
‘thought hav been clipped. However, O. W. Quint, 
and a few others, still stand by the cause. I find 
a cordial welcome at the large and handsome home 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Irwin, whose hospitable 
welcome makes up for the opposition of ignorant, 
intolerant Christians, and the shoddy, second-hand 
aristocracy of Barlow. The audience is not large, 
but very appreciativ. ; 

At Canby, where I lectured on * The A. P. A. 
and J. O. U. A. M., Dangerous to our Liberties,” 


Bee. Ôreg 


Celelirations of Paine’s Anniversary. 


Fully eight hundred people gathered ät the North 
Side Turner Hall in Milwaukee on the evening of 
Jan. 29 to do honor to the memory of Thomas 
Paine. The audience was composed chiefly of the 
methbets of the Freie Gemeinde and the Turner so- 
cieties, utider whose auspices the meeting was held, 
although some local labot leaders were present. The 
hall was profusely decorated, and on the stage was 
a picture of Paine, draped with the American flag. 
The music was furnished by the North Side Musi- 
cal Circle. The speakers were Henry Smith, and 
Dr. H. O. Fordmann, of Mayville. Mr. Smith re- 
gretted that so few nativ Americans were present, 
and he indignantly asked where the members of the 
societies called «The Sons and Daughters of the 
Revolution" were. Whose name could they better 
honor than that of the Author-Hero of the Revolu- 
tion? The country has grown great and rich, but 
men’s rights hav not kept up with the times. Educa- 
tion alone can better conditions. Dr. Fordmann 
spoke in German, reviewing Paine’s history, and the 
part he took in the War for Independence. Miss 
Metha Laue rendered a solo; the choir of the Freie 
Gemeinde and of the German-American Teachers’ 
setnihary gave several choruses, while the Misses 
Emily Bauer ahd Anna Holigrefe gave recitations. 

The National Spiritualists’ Association observed 
Paine’s birthday ih an appropriate manner at its 
headquarters in Washington. Toasts were re- 
sponded to by President Barrett, Milan C. Edson, 
B. B. Hill, Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, Mrs. A. M. 
Glading, and others. 

Aaron Lavis, as usual, celebrated Paine's birth- 
day at his farm near Frederic, Maryland. A special 
feature this year Was the consideration of the en- 
cyclical of Leo. In his call for the meeting Mr. 
Davis says that he has not been in a church for 
twenty-five years, neither drinks, chews tobacco, nor 
smokes, and he pays his debts. 

The celebration at Paine Hall, Boston, was ex- 
ceptionally full and interesting. At the morning 
conference short speeches were made by Messrs. 
Rockwood, Frazer, Smith, Mendum, and others, 
and Mrs. Joyce. In the afternoon the addresses 
were by Mattie A. Freeman and Solomon Schindler. 
The music consisted «f a chorus by the singing sec- 
tion of the Boston Turnverein Society, and an or- 
chestral contribution. Between the afternoon and 
evening sessions & banquet in honor of Mrs. Free- 
man took place. Short after-dinner speeches were 
made by.& number of men and women. At the 


Lectures and Meetings. 


B. P. Purwam’s lecture appointments: . 
Santa Fe, N. M., Feb. 18th, 14th, and 15th; Trinidad, 
CoL, Feb. 17th to March 1st. : 


J. E. Remssure’s appointment for February: | 
Feb. 16....Midlothian, fex. Feb. 21, 22.....Dublin, Tex. 
Feb. 17...... Corsicana, Tex. Feb, 23,.Stephenville, Tex. 
Feb. 17, BloomingG’ve,Tex, Feb. 24.....Ft. Worth, Tex. 
Feb. 19, 20......Clifton, Tex. Feb. 25.... Gainesville, Tex, 


Frangais STEINER’S lecture engagements so far as now 
sfranged are: 
Feb. 10, East Dennis, Mass. Mar. 3.......... Boston, Mass, 
Feb. 12......Harwioh, Mass. Mar. 8....... Brockton, Mass. 


Feb. 24.... Haverhill, Mass. Mar. 10...... Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Feb. 26...... Booth Bay, Me. Mar. 10........ Newark, N. J. 


Write Mr. Steiner for engagements in eare of this office. 
Mrs. M. P. KBxkzr/'s lecture dates : 


Feb. 24th...Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The 17th snd a few week evenings are still vacWnt in 
February. Those wanting lectures near the Sun 
lecture times and glaner should write at once. March, 
the whole month (Sundays) she is in Cincinnati, and par- 
ties living near that city in Ohio, Kentucky, and West 
Virginia, who would like to secure week evening engage- 
ments should apply at once. Permanent address 802 
East 11th street, Kansas City, Kan. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eyen- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for February: 


February 15th—‘‘ Walt Whitman.” Rev. Merle St. C, 


right. 
February 22d—‘‘Our Criminal Classes—How Produced 
z De par ponetallity the Remedy." Mr» Mattie 

. Krekel. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o'elock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for February: 


February 17—‘‘The Mind and Body.” Prof. E. V. 
Wright. 

February 24—'*Old and New Theories.” Mra. M. P. 
Krekel. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st, Cincinnati. Program 
for February: , 

February 17th—** The Christian Devil: Ought God to 
Kill Him?" Prof. J. Clegg Wright. 

February 24th—‘‘ The Ideal of 1776." Mrs. M. A. Free- 
man. 


Tus First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tus Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock. All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 


Tan Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets t 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admissior 
free. All welcome. 


A Chicago clergynian having resigned his pastor 
ate in order to devote himself to municipal reform. 
the St. Paul Call wants to know if there is some 
thing conflicting between the duties of a Chicage 
minister and a reformer. Not particuiarly betweer ` 
the duties of a Chicago minister and those of a re- 
former, but between the duties of any preachet 
and the work of a genuin reformer. There is some 
thing in the education of the clergyman and the 
atmosphere which surrounds him in the church that 
makes it terribly difficult for him to serve his fellow 
man wisely in “the world.” He doesn’t know 
what is needed and the chances are that his sense 
of fair play is so blunted that in his efforts to re- 
form the world he will do ten times more harm 
than good. 


Mt. Ingersoll, in Chehalis county, Washington 
state, lately described by a correspondent of Tux 
TaurH Szrkzr, is not the only mountain on the Pa- 
cific coast that bears the name of the loftiest of 
-men. In the year 1890 a party of prospectors in the 
untrodden portions of Fresno county, California, 
outlying the mining camps of Grub Gulch and 
Fresno Flats, ascended one of the high peaks of a 
spur of the Sierra Nevadas, and, formally erecting 
a monument thereon, gave to it the name of Mount 
Bob. And not less graceful was the further act of 
these hardy climbers in selecting the highest emi- 
nence contiguous thereto and bestowing upon it 
the name and distinction of Putnam's Butte. 


` 


upwards of 175 were present. Canby is a live town. | WANTS NO SUNDAY LAWS. , 


Feb. 17;........ Boston, Mass. Mar. 8......New York, N. Y. ' 


Feb. 22d....New York Oity. Feb. 24th..... Newark, N. J, 
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Letters of Friends. 


For the Minnesota Fight. 
San Maron, N. Mex., Jan. 28, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: I will giv $2 50, if possible 
$5.00, to a fund to aid Flectken, of Kandi- 
yohi, Minn. When the matter assumes 
shape, mention the fact in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. W. J. RiBLEX. 


From the New Northwest. 
TILLAMOOK, OR., Jan. 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $6.75 for 
which send me ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” the ANNUAL, and credit me 
for another year’s subscription to the 
grand old paper. C. E. REYNOLDS. 


All-Inclusiv Praise. 
BRANDYWINE, O., Jan. 15, 295. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $1.75. 
Send the Annuar and Ingersoll’s **AII 
About the Bible," his lectures on Shaks- 
pere, Lincoln, Voltaire, and Suicide. 

I received ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” all right; it is the best 
book of the nineteenth century; I value it 
higher than any other book I ever read. 

Sor Benson. 


Glad to Please the Yonng. 
Scranton, Pa., Dec. 20, 1894. 
Mr. Evrror: I send you herewith’ $3, 
renewing my subscription to Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER for one year. I regard the grand 
old TRUTH SREKER asa Liberal education 
in itself and & sure antidote in any family 
to the miserable superstitions aud follies 
taught by the church. Our little daugh- 
ter, Mary, is delighted with it. 
Very truly yours, Gro. H. MERRITT. 


This Paper Like Patent Medicin. 

Conoorp1, Kan., Jan. 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: inclosed please find pay 
for the grand old Trurx Szexer and 
books. I hav been a constant reader of 
your paper for eight years, and could 
hardly liv without it. I think sometimes 
it is like patent medicin in one particular, 
the more you take the more you want. I 
hav at different times in the last year sent 
you the names of several Liberal-minded 
persons for sample copies of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and whom I hav called on since, 
with a view of getting them to subscribe 
for the paper, but hav had rather hard 
luck so far. I find they all hav received 
copies and like them very much. I am 

pretty sure of a few trials at least. 
J. L. Bowzina. 


Wants Better Evidence. 

Part Rock, Tenn., Jan. 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: From a recent article in 
the New York Press it appears that Dr. 
Elliott Coues, & member of the Society 
for Psychical Research, has decided— 
wholly from ex parte statements made to 
him—that there are such things as ghosts, 
both of the living and the dead. If this 
question is to be so decided by the society, 
` or rather by Dr. Coues ex cathedra, why 
not show that the preponderance of evi- 
dence tends the other way? In all of my 
experience I hav found but very few per- 
sons who claimed to hav seen ‘‘ ghosts,” 
and in those cases I am entirely satisfied 
that it was an hallucination or trick of 

imagination. Show it up. 
Wu. H. MoRag. 


Tastes Better All the Time. 
Freeport, ILL., Jan. 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: My book and the ANNUAL 
came in good shape. I like the ANNUAL 
very much. I hav read it through, and the 
more I read the better I like it. **Pro- 
gress of Science” is fine. John Peck's 
** A Queer God and His Queer Book ” hits 
the nail hard on the head. I promised 
you I would seil a half-dozen ANNUALS, 
and I sold seven. Inclosed find money 
order therefor. . 

Can you tell me the address of Mrs. 
Helen H. Gardener. We named our baby 
. girl Helen H. Gardener Weiseer. 

Frep C. WEISSER, 

{Helen H. Gardener's address is Boston, 
Mass., care of the Arena, Copley square. 
—Ep. T. 8] 


Paine Honored at Fargo. 
Farao, N. D., Jan. 80, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Last night there was a 
Paine memorial and Freethinker’s club 


organized here with fifteen members pres- 
ent. Dr. C. L. MeLaren was temporary 
chairman, and Sam W. Ball temporary 
secretary. W. A. Ball, in a neat speech, 
said that the object of the meeting was to 
commemorate the 158th anniversary of the 
birth of Thomas Paine, one of the great- 
est men born in the eighteenth century. 

Dr. ©. L. McLaren appointed Messrs. 
W. A. Ball, W. A. Walsh, Col. J. W. 
Morrow, Dr. C. W. McDorman, and G. G. 
Walker to read for the period of thirty 
minutes each, until the lecture of Robert 
G. Ingersoll on Thomas Paine and the 
“Age of Reason" was read, which was 
attentivly listened to by the members and 
visitors present, and after the reading was 
finished & vote of thanks was tendered 
to Mr. John Thorne for his generosity in 
granting the club a room in which to meet. 

Sam W. Baur. 


A Good Plan—Make a Circuit. 


PETERSBURG, IND., Jan. 24, 1895. * 
Mz. Eprror: We hav articles of incor- 
poration recorded thus: 


‘Know all men, That we, the under- 
signed citizens of Indiana, associate our- 
selvs together for the purpose of establish- 
ing and maintaining a public library, 
reading-room, and lecture bureau. 

“This society shall be composed of 
resident citizens of the county of Pike, 
state of Indiana. 

**'The express purpose of this society is 
religious, educational, scientific, and be- 
nevolent work, which is denominated The 
Religion of Science. 

**'T'he officers shall consist of a president, 
two vice-presidents, secretary, and treas- 
urer, and shall be chosen annually by the 
directors at the first regular meeting after 
the first Monday in January. 

‘‘ There shall be seven directors, three 
of whom shall be succeeded by those 
elected annually by the members of the 
society on the first Monday in January. 

“A majority of directors constitute a 
quorum to transact business, appoiut com- 
mittees, etc., and shall hav power to fill 
vacancies that may occur in their own 
body, those so elected to serve until the 
next annual election. 

** Members shall be admitted by a two- 
thirds vote at any regular meeting, pro- 
vided, however, there being but seven 
members present one dissenting vote ex- 
cludes applicant. . 

“Yearly membership of responsible 
persons securing the use of reading matter, 
subject to rules and by-laws of director- 
ship, may be secured by the payment of 
an annual fee of twenty-five cents. 

“Any change in this fee shall be by 
unanimous vote at the next meeting, after 
such proposed change shall hav been pub- 
lished. : 

**'The autograph of the presideut shall 
constitute the seal of this society." 


We shall be glad to hear from some good 
Freethought organizer whom we could 
assist in the work. Special inducements 
to one with a wife or family that would 
coóperate in the work. 

This is a good town, and outside the 
force of church oppression, quite a pleas- 
ant place to liv. 

Some sort of effort of this kind has to 
be advanced, or Freethought will perish 
like **Jonah's gourd,” and I think we 
should secure laborers in local work at 
least one year ata place to be succeeded 
by exchanges. If anyone has 8 better 
plan, I am willing to help work it. 

Sincerely, F, S. Warp. 


He Demands Equal Justice. 
New York, N. Y., Jan. 31, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I obtained sixty-four sig- 
natures to the Sunday petition. I hav 
sent one to Senator Jacob A. Cantor and 
the other to H. T. Andrews, of the Assem- 
bly, with the following letter to each: 

I herewith inclose to you from your 
constituents a petition against any and all 
special laws for the protection of Sunday, 
the so-called Sabbath, such laws being 
contrary to the spirit and letter of the 
Constitution of the United States, as: 

** Congress shall make no laws respect- 
ing an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof. 

**'This Constitution and the laws there- 
from shall be the supreme laws of the land, 
and the judges in any state shall be bound 
thereby, anything in the Constitution and 
the laws of any state of the United States 
to the contrary notwithstanding." 

New York is a state of the United States 
andis in duty bound to obey its pledge 
made on its sacred honor. 

We, the people, will fight with all our 
might for our inherited liberty of freedom 
of conscience from churchly thraldom. 


The clergy hav been petted and pam- 


pered, given money and privileges; they | 


are freed from paying their just taxes on 
church property, which makes them insati- 
able, so overbearing and arrogant, that 
they believe they can play everybody’s 
keeper and master. 

With a very few honorable excep'ions, 
the great majority of the ministers claim 
to be our teachers, but their teachings are 
dogmatical and create more hate than 
love. They do not teach knowledge 
(scieuce), but superstition, and ought to 
be classed with the soothsayers. They 
assume to be the keepers of our morals, 
while the facts prove that nine-tenths of 
all defaulters and criminals hav been 
brought up under the infiuence of their 
teaching, and it is no wonder, when we 
contemplate the biographies of King 
David, of Jacob, and others of their kind, 
who are claimed by the Bible as the pre- 


| ferred ones, for such examples must of 


necessity pervert all sense of justice, right, 
and virtue. These ministers profess to 
honor God’s Sabbath, when they are well 
aware that their God ordained the seventh 
day, Saturday, as the Sabbath, and not 
Sunday. To no men nor synods bas ever 
been given the right or privilege to change 
God’s laws, to set apart another day. 

This hypocritical class of men ought to 
be severely and fearlessly rebuked for 
their arrogance. The clergy and church 
people hav never complained, and can not, 
that any person or party ever desired to 
restrict them in the performance of their 
devotions, when, where, and as often as 
they wished to assemble; therefore they 
ought to be satisfied, and let others, who 
hav the right to differ from them in opin- 
ion, enjoy and use life in their own way 
according to their jugdment, so long as 
others are not injured thereby in their 
rights—rights, not opinion or belief. 

I hope and expeet that you will with all 
your ability and force protect your con- 
stituents’ rights of personal liberty. 

Yours truly, FREDERIOK Korzrx. 


A Request for Assistance. 
CRANBERRY Center, Wis , Dec. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Parts of Juneau, Monroe, 
Jackson, and Wood counties, this state, 
are devoted to the culture of cranberries 
exclusivly. The year 1893 produced good 
crops to some and very poor ones to 
others, but none realized hardly any profit 
since from one-half to two-thirds of the 
fruit was destroyed by frost and the rest 
fetched hardly enough to pay harvest ex- 
penses. The year 1894 proved to be the 
most disastrous ever experienced by the 
growers. The great deficiency in rain 
and the excessiv heat and frosts during 
spring and summer resulted in a total fail- 
ure. Station Cranberry Center shipped 
the past season only about one hundred 
and fifteen barrels of cranberries, while 
last year ten thousand barrels were 
shipped. Besides this total failure most of 
the marshes hav been destroyed by fires, 
and the owners, who, a few years ago, 
were well to do people, hav not the means 
to provide for their families; especially 
will it be hard for them to raise tax-money. 
Those whose marshes are not burnt too 
deep, will hav to buy vines for replanting 
if they can obtein the means. 

The undersigned would be grateful if 
some aid could be sent to this part of the 
country, and would be willing to dispose 
of same to his best ability. l 

G. H. KRUSOHKE. 

‘The undersigned do hereby cheerfully 
corroborate the above statement as true in 
every respect, and would say of Mr. G. H. 
Kruschke, whom the community has known 
15 years, that he is a respected and honora: 
ble gentleman, well worthy of the trust 
that might be bestowed upon him by sym- 
pathetic donors: J. M. Burch, chairman 
town of Necedash; W. L. Fuller; Jos. 
Sowasser, postmaster Necedah; F. Antes 
Canfield, M.D.; J. D. Butler, clerk cir- 
cuit court; Fred. Schnell, country tres- 
urer; Chris. Johnson. treasurer-elect; L. 
P. Lawrence; John Morris, district attor- 
ney; T. F. Seanlon, register of deeds; M. 
S. Parker, county clerk; Demp. Darrow, 
surveyor; Charles H. Grote, county judge; 
F. E. Hurd, member of assembly; H. O. 
Kruschke, pres. W, S. Cran. Grow. Ass'n; 
J. M. Barlow, chairman county board; J. 
J. Hughes, pres. F. & M. bank, New 
Lisbon.” 

"P. S.—Since I wrote the above I had an 
opportunity to make further inquiry 88 to 
the damage which the fire did to the best 


cranberry district in Wiseonsin. The ter 
ritory burnt extends from Valley Junction 
to Grand Rapids, a distauce of about forty 
miles, being from a few to several miles in 
width, which before the fires represented 
a value of more than $500,000, of which at 
least 90 per cent is totally destroyed. 
Land that was worth more than $100 per 
acre is now offared at $1, Those unfortu- 
nates, who lost their cranberry marshes, 
had no insurance on their lands and, of 
course, cannot collect a single dollar aud 
are really in a worse condition than those 
stricken villagers who hav been burnt 
out north of us, who generally carried an 
insurance which enabled them to rebuild. 
The want of suow deprived even them of 
work who might otherwise hav found em- 
ployment in the weods. Contributions 
will be acknowledged through the leading 
journals of the state. G. H. KRUSOHEE. 


Some Arguments Restated. 
New CAMBRIA, Kan., Jan. 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: For some time I hav 
thought of giving a few of my reasons 
why woman should hav access to the bal- 
lot. Recently I chanced to pick up a back 
copy of Taz Trura Seexer (Deo. 1), 
wherein is a letter from Sister Herrissa M. 
Cryder, who proceeds to giv the same 
threadbare arguments that some Liberals 
hav continually used against that progres- 
siv step. This is as good a place as any to 
say that her right to vote has nothing to do 
with what organizations of a religious 
character are doing, and to oppose a just 
cause simply because we are not in the 
majority, savors very much of the same 
spirit of intolerance which we attribute 
to them. That woman is fashion- sand 
creed-bound I am willing to admit; that 
she has made a success of the church I am 
equally certain; that she will continue her 
efforts in that line unless given a broader 
field, is a self-evident truth. To-day she 
and man are separated in their efforts; 
one runs the church, the other politics; 
they hav no incentiv to confer except 
when she, woman-like, asks a favor for the 
church, which he may or may not grant; 
and the fact that the church does not get 
one-tenth of what she demands shows that 
we hav enough broad-minded men to keep 
her well at bay while thought advances to 
educate and prepare the masses for truth 
and justice. Now, put man and woman on 
an equal footing politically; they will then 
hav an incentiv to confer and will on 
politics; then will that ‘‘ undercurrent” of 
Liberalism rise as surely asthe sun does; 
conservatism will be a thing of the past. 
It would be the imperativ duty of every 
Liberal to stand by his opinions and prin- 
ciples and forsake policy instead of doing 
as they now do, giv $10 to the church 
where they do $1 to the cause of Liberal- 
ism. ‘‘Freethought” women were the 
mothers of this cause. They nurtured it 
till it became a full-grown child, and was 
going to liv and prosper in spite of the 
church; then she recognized it. In fact, 
she has captured it, and now some Liber- 
als wish to retard the child’s progress 
because of its foster parent. They had 
better learn a lesson of perseverance and 
self-denial from the untiring proselytism 
of the church; she has to-day intrenched 
herself behind a law-protected pulpit 
where she can collect her chosen few, and 
expound such portions of the scriptures as 
are fit to be read in public. It is almost 
impossible to get a discussion from any 
divine. Now we want to rout them, and 
I hope that if from no other source the 
church will succeed in extending the right 
of suffrage to woman and start up an 
agitation. I don't care in what manner, 
only go it is started. 
Let agitation come—who fears? 
We need a fiood, the filth of years 
Has gathered round us all; roll then on; 
What cannot stand had best be gone. 
And those of a progressiv mind who op- 
pose it forget that a kite does not rise with 
the wind but against it, and that ‘‘truth - 
will hold its own against error if left free 
to combat it," and truth has not as yet 
been persecuted out of the world. The 
intelligent and educated may be few, but 
they are the governing power, and most 
especially is this true of men. As to the 
probability of the Prohibition party’s 
success we need hav no fears. It is not 
gaining ground, neither are ‘‘ nearly all 


women Prohibitionists.” This state giv 
municipal suffrage to women, and yet 
notwithstanding our prohibition laws, all 
towns hav not “gone dry" nor been 
**given over to the churches,” Bat the 
government of them has been improved; 
men are careful whom they select for 
office. As to the East, I was raised there, 
and I know somewhat of its intolerance 
and superstition, but I would not hesitate 
io liY in Pennsylvania again with the 
Ballot in the hands of woman. To oppose 
progress for fear of what may become of 
it is to acknowledge our ow1 weakness 
and inability to grapple with existing evil, 
and the present state of affairs makes 
hypocrits of fair-minded men. These 
men oppose her on the ground that equal 
suffrage means fanaticism in politics. Now 
I 83e no difference in fanaticism having a 
vote and these political schemers truckling 
to fanaticism, and I am in favor of the 
atiatio's vote to make honest nien of these 
hypocrits, which means a death blow to 
fanaticism; the honesty of men will do 
much to accomplish this end, and when 
woman is given a broader range of thought, 
a few lessons outside of her narrow school, 
she will cease to be a fanatic. 
Mrs. F. A. ABBOTT. 


Sectarian Schools for Sectarians. 
Lonars, O., Jan. 28, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: You will find inelosed 
money for two new subscribers. One of 
them has been a subscriber for your paper 
before, but hard times effected him last 
yéar so he had to stop the paper. The 
other is a barber, and I think through him 
you will get more subscribers, as he gen- 
erally keeps a paper stand in his shop. 

tf it is no trouble to you I wish you 
would answer me this question: 

Is there any normal Freethought insti- 
tition or college in the United States? 
The reason I ask this is: There isa United 
Brethren preacher in this town who made 
his brags a few weeks ago that the Infidels 
never hai any such institution, and some 
of his flock put that tome. I could not 
giv them a definit answer, but it did seem 
to me that I hav read of such, bat I could 
not remember where. Please send me the 
ANNUAL. WALTER HENGARTNER. 


[We hav no Freethought normal schoo} 
in the United States, nor any college st 
present. Stephen Girard left a bequest of 
more than $2,000,000 for the establishment 
in Philadelphia of a college for orphan 
boys. The fund was allowed to accumu- 
late until 1848, when the construction of 
the buildings was begun and they were 
completed in 1848. The college is regarded 
as by far the best specimen of Greek archi- 
tecture in the United States. Some five 
hundred boys are accommodated in the 
institution, which supports and educates 
them. Mr. Girard provided in his will 
that no minister or ecclesiastic of any sect 
or church should ever visit the premises 
or hav any connection with the institution, 
But the Christians managed to get control 
of the college in underhand ways and it is 
now virtually a Christian school, the money 
of the irreconcilable Freethinker. being 
expended by the very class of supersti- 
tionists that he thought he had guarded 
effectually against. S» far, the courts hav 

- failed to grant the desired relief. 

James Lick left, among his many other 
contributions to benevolent and educa- 
tional institutions, $700,000 for an obser- 
vatory on Mount Hamilton (in connection 
with the University of California); $10,000 
for the Mechanics’ Institute of San Fran- 
cisco, and $450,000 to found the Oalifornia 
School of Mechanical Arts. Many other 
Freethinkers hav given generously to edu- 
cation, but one very important considera- 
tion seems always to be overlooked by the 
clerical and other disparagers of the con- 
structiv, enlightening work of Freethought. 
It is not taken into account that Free. 
thinkers believe in secular edueation and 
that therefore their first anxiety is for the 
establishment and perfection of schools 
which will educate all the people, wholly 
regardless of their beliefs. Education is 
not denominational, in their scheme of 
Social development; they want the funda- 
mental necessities of the children provided 
for in the common schools, open to all, and 
absolutely free from sectarian bias or taint. 
Then the higher education is to be fonnd 
in academies, colleges, and universities 


where pareti$ able to giv their children 
this advanced education may send them in 
the reasonable hope that they will Hav the 
best instruction that can be obtained: any- 
where, imparted by teachers whose first 
and only business in the inculcation of the 
lessons of science, instead of the propping 
of any creed. Eliminate the foreign ele- 
ment of religious teaching from the com- 
mon schools and make our institutions of 
advanced instruction whet they should be, 
purely scientific in pürpose and practice, 
and why should the Freethinker care to 
establish distinotivly Infidel schools? . Be- 
lief regarding religion is a matter of and 
for the individual; parents can instruct 
their children as they think best, and can 
use the Freethought Sunday-school and 
lecture room, the Liberal book and news- 
paper, as efficient aids, just as we tell the 
creedists to do and keep their dogmas out 
of the publie schools. Every denomina- 
tion must hav its schools where its peculiar 
doctrins can be taught, fof to its adherents 
those doctrins are the most important 
things in the world, but Freethinkers, on 
the contrary, while holding to the vits] 
mportance of the Freethought principle, 
know that the child should be made gc- 
quainted with facts first, should be familiar 
with the. basic branches without: the 


| knowledge of which no greater acquire- 


ment is possible. They realize that a knowl- 
edge of the laws of nature and the ability 
to think clearly and reason in conformity 
with ascertained facts are the best possible 
prophylactics against superstition. Hence 


| they are not nearly so anxious to build up 


distinctivly Fréethought' colleges —which 
only a comparativly few could attend if 
they were in existen¢e—as they are to 
make the schools of the millions really 
schools of science: Ina word, Freethink- 
ers want secular education, and wherever 
that is given, with no admixture of theo-. 
logical mystification, there is the educa- 
tionai system that is satisfactory to them. 
Whether we shall own & few Freethought 
colleges is not nearly so important as 
that we hav such a public school sys- 
tem as that indicated in the following 
excerpt from the New York 7imes: ‘* The 
only thing that will remove the school 
question from politics is the determination 
to leave religion to the inculcation of its 
professed teachers and to make pvblic 
education exelusivly secular, confining it 
to the teaching of only those things that 
every child ought to know in order to put 
himself in-the way of becoming an intel- 
ligent and self-supporting citizen.. As soon 
asa government givsear to the pretense 
that a ‘godless’ education is worse than 


none, it will involve itself. in trouble. |. 


Moreover, as it is applied by the zealots 
on either side, this pretense is entirely 
false. There are not two ways, one god- 
less and one godly, of teaching the ele- 
ments of knowledge to which public in- 
struction ought to beconfined. Everybody 
is agreed that all children ought to be 
taught reading, writing, arithmetic, geog- 
raphy, and grammar. There is no godless 
and no godly way of teaching these arts. 
Where they are well taught they are taught 
in the same way and to the same eff:ct, 
whether the schoolmaster is an Agnostic 
or a Jesuit. Anything beyond these rudi- 
ments, whether in the form of & higher 
edueation or in the form of a religious 
education, those who desire it for them- 
selvs or their children should be left to 
acquire in their own way and at their own 
expense, " —Ep. T. S.] 


The Unlicensed Preacher. 

Granp Junotion, Oor., Jan. 20, 1895. 

Msz. Eprror: In the issue of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER of January 12th the editor criti- 
eises one of my weekly sermons published 
in Field and Farm of Denver. - 

In that sermon I claim that ‘‘ religion 
is not a noise, nor a howl, nor singing in 
the church choir, nor demanding blessings 
of God, nor a reiteration of pardon from 
Christ. Religion is a work—a labor of 
love and charity and mercy among your 
fellowmen.”” : ^. 

In your criticism you deny that love 
and charity were born of religion. I did 
not say that they were. I did not say that 


the religion I had in mind had any God or 
Christ iùn itall. The religion I preach and | ` 
of this world—a love |. 


advoonte is entirely 
of humanity, .^ 1.5 10 s 0 
But if other men hay a religion with a 
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God and Christ in it, and I can persuade 
them to add love and merey and human 
charity; hav I not bettered their religion, 
and also bettered the world to that extent? 

In looking ovet the world I find that it 
is almost impossible to wean the human 
family away from a belief in supernatural 
gods, and the best thing we can do is to 
turn this belief into a blessing, rather than 
‘to sit down and allow it to be a curse, just 
because we find it impossible to eradicate 
these strange faiths from the human mind. 

Holding as they do such power over the 
civilized world, I want to turn the churches 
in fa¥or of the poor, down-trodden labor 
ing nian, dud away from the skinflint 
millionaires, who are fast buviag up 
the religion of Ohrist and turning it 
against the struggling poor. I want to 
make use of man’s ruperstition, and per- 
suade him that, if there is a personal God, 
this God loves the poor far more than he 
does the rich. ^" 

And Christ did really preach against 
the rieh, and in favor of the poor, aud it 
is my .desite to ridicule the Christian 
world into practicing all that is good in 
the doctrin of Christ, and drop all that is 
superstitious and cruel. 

Tau TnurH Sreker is trying to root out 
the old crooked tree of superstitious relig- 
ion and has the whole world down on it; and 
preachers teach their congregations that 
such a paper is worse than smallpox, aud 
you cannot reach even the people who 
might be parsnaded thet human love is 
better than a love of imaginary gods. 

I, on the other hand, climb up the old 
crooked tree and graft on to its branches 
the buds of human love and mercy, hoping 
that when they bear fruit the world will 
devour it, and become better through eat- 
ing their fill and finding it is good. 

Weare working towards the same end 
—for the bettering of our social and polit- 
ical system—but hav taken different means 
to accomplish the same purpose and need 
not quarrel over the matter, so long as the 
world is benefited by our labor. 

: The inclosed poem will giv you an idea 
of my religious faith. It was published 
in Pennsvlvania Grit, a paper with almost 
75,000 weekly circulation, through whica 
medium I hav been fighting the modern 
church for almost ten years, and hav wou 
many friends all over the United States. 


THE RELIGION OF LOVE. 


Hav you done some good, my brother, 
In this world of want and woe? 

Gave assistance to another, 
Made a friend, and not a foe? 

Did you share food with another, 
Doing all the good you can, 

For the love of gods, my brother? 
Was it for the love of man? 


Love of gods is superstition, 
Veneration comes to naught, 
Faith is but the inanition 
Of the soul afraid of thought. 
Thought is knowing, thought is feeling, 
Taought is power, thought will feed, 
Moral cowards think that kneeling . 
To their gods is all they need. 


Look out on the world, my brother, 
Where the red blood stains the sods; 
Men hav murdered one another 
In the love and name of gods. 
Love of gods is so misleading, 
For it blinds the human eyes, 
Steels the heart to human pleading, 
Stops the ears to human cries. 


Our love must be real, brother, 

Love the ereatures whom we know; 
If we love but one another, 

Soon the world in love will grow. 
Love your sister, love your brother, 

Friends aud neighbors, is the plan; . 
Not to gods, but one another, 

Should we do the good we can. 


You may fear your God, my brother, 
Shudder at the thought of death, 
But, in helping one another, i 
You can serve God with each breath, 
When you giv a glass of water, 
And in pity share your crust 
With the weary son or daughter, 
God will see it, God is just. 


But your love is only wasted, 
If you force it all on God; 
Sonl in superstition blasted. 
And your faith àn iron rod. 
You then only eall your brothers, 
. Men who aet and think like you, 
And your soul will hate all others, 
In their blood your hands imbrue. 


Love God's poor, and love the lowly, 
O my brother, love the poor! 
We are dying, slowly, slowly, — 
. "Slowly dyiug, but oh, sure! - 
And while iiving, O my brother, 
Let us do the good we can, 
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Not for God, but one another, 
Serving God by loving man. 

Look out on the world, my brother, 
See the lordly, see the slave; 

Does the world love one another, 
Marching slowly to the grave? 

See the blood of martvrs flowing, _ 

Who in God's great name were slain; ` 

Hate and superstition growing 

Will produce such blood again. 

I havalso written letters to Taz TRUTE 
Seuxer during the last five years, but E 
find I can reach a greater number of be- 
doozled human creatures through other 
papers, and draw a salary besides. 

I am in literature for a livelihood, just: 
the came as the preachers are, snd the 
E titor of Tar TRUTH SEEKER is. 

Hoping you will set me ‘‘squaré” ba- 
fore your readers, I am fraternally yottzs, 

Faraway Mosts. 


[The most important preliminary to ef- 
fectual reform work is clearness of defini- 
tion. Itis a waste of time to take a word 
which for thousands of years has been iz 
the exclusiv service of superstition and. 
make it do good work for Freethought. 
** Raligion," as understood by the masses 
of mankind, means the service of super- 
natural beings for the purpose of securing: 
post-earthly rewards aud eseaping post- 
earthly punishments. We don't need it; 
whenever used in the sense in which it: 
was employed by our friend in the para- 
graph we criticised it servos ouly to make 
confusion worse confounded. ‘ Religion '" 
has to do primarily with another world, 
and when we use it in relation to the af- 
fairs of this world, we help becloud im 
stead of clear the mental atmosphere. 

“Faraway Moses” says he wants to’ 
make use of men’s superstitions, and per- 
suade them that ‘‘if there is a personal 
god, this god loves the poor far more than 
he. does the rich." That is presuming on 
the stupidity of the poor man, and we do 
not believe it isjastified. If we cannot say 
anything that will brush the cobwebs out 
of men’s brains let us keep still. If there 
is a personal god he does no! love the poor 
more than he does the rich, unless it is a 
condition of greater happiness to be poor 
than to be rich, and in that case all our 
efforts to abolish poverty are misdirected 
and, in so far as they are successful. will 
be produetiv of misery only. If there is 
an omnipotent god men are poor because : 
he lets them be poor, because he wishes 
them to be poor, because he so arranged 
affairs that they could not be anything 
but poor. If there is an omnipotent per- 
sonal god the first work to be done is to 
reform him, which, of course, would be 
impossible, and that leaves universal sui- 
cide as our only escape from the evils that 
torment us. The one sufficient answer of 
the poor man to ‘‘ Faraday Moses’ " state- 
ment is, that if there is & personal god he, 
the poor man, is poor and suffering be- 
cause this personal god designed him to be 
so, and this shows that he does not love 
the poor man as he does the rich man, un- 
less, as said before, it is more desirable to 
be poor thau to be rich, and in that event 
all the agitation of our labor reformers is 
a blasphemous interference with the wise 
plans of this personal god. 

As to the teachings of Jesus, we d» not 
at this moment think of any better analy- 
sis and exposure of their contradictoriness 
and impracticability than the very able 
and exhaustiv series of articles in exami- 
nation of the boasted Sermon on the 
Mount, which was reesntly contributed 
to Tug TaurH Seeker by Mr. Chas. B. 
Cooper. 

If in helping the poor we are serving 
“god,” how comes it that ‘‘god” does 
not help his own poor? the rational man 
will ask when he reads our contributor’s 
poem. Each reformer must seek the re- 
sults he desires, in his own way, but this 
right does not exempt him from the criti- 
cism of those who believe that his way is 
confusing, expensiv, and wholly inade- 
quate to produce logical thinkers, without 


| which progress is impossible.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 


orthodozy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper. 25 cents; dloth. 75 cents. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susax H., Wrzos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations ] 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Heart Flowers. 


Spring hath its blossoms, fair and sweet, 
Cowslip and harebell, wet with dew, 
Daisies and yellow buttercup:, 
Avd dainty violets, white and blue. 


So summer brings a wreath of bloom. 
Red roses in their green leaves set, 

And every zephyr floating near 
Comes scented with the mignonet. 


Autumn, too, makes a royal feast 
Of petals, gold and scarlet-hued, 
And all the hills and vales around, 
With gleaming jewels seem endued. 


When winter crowns the passing year 
With icy wreath and whitest snow, 

Still fairer leaflets ope and spread 
Their sweetness on ths earth bslow. 


The human heart yieldeth its wealth 
Of bloom and g'owing beauty rare; 
And of its fnllest, freest gifts, . 
All earth-born children take and share. 


“Oh, fairest of the flowers we note, 
Whose fragrance never can depart, 
Are those whose tendrils closely cling, 

And bloom within the human heart. 


Susan H. WIxon. 
m 


Marion Hepburn’s Heresy. 


It is a sad fact that the world is not yet 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of tol- 
eration. Though there is no law in this 
country for the suppression of those who 
may differ with the believers in the popu- 
lar religion, and who may openly denounce 
it as a gross superstition, yet forces are at 
work that will exclude from the social 
world the unbeliever or Infidel, and take 
from him, if possible, the proper means of 
subsistence. 

It is lamentable that notwithstanding all 
the advance which science, art, and liter- 
ature hav made, our civilization has 
advanced only to this stage—an advance 
that does not take us very far from the 
intolerance and barbarism of the Middle 
Ages. Unquestionably the reason for the 
existence of this intolerance is to be found 
in the fact that the mass of the believers 
in the popular religions hav not as yet felt 
the influences of these grand forces of cult- 
ure, and that they are unfamiliar with 
anything outside of the ordinary pursuits 
and pleasures of life. 

Marion Hepburn had bitterly felt this 
spirit of intolerance when but a young 
woman, doing the best she knew in making 
for herself an honest living. Her parents 
died when but nineteen years of her life 
had passed, and a few dollars, with their 
dying wishes for her success in life, con- 
stituted her inheritance. Her parents, as 
many others do, and will continue to do, 
lived up to their income. Generally, the 
little dreamed-of happens, that which we 
least expect; and because many hav not 
made it their business to be their own 
providence the day of want and misery 
comes, 

Thus, with but & few dollars, Marion 
Hepburn had to go out into the world to 
take her place as one of the many who are 
dependent upon their own ability and 
energy to earn a living. 

What can I do? was the question 
that perplexed her. Her aunt, with whom 
she was staying, would not hav her sitting 
idle in her house, as there were now 
too many mouths to feed and bodies to 
clothe that could only consume and not 
produce; and she was anything but pleas- 
ant to her orphan niece. 

Seated in the large rocking chair, facing 
the stove which contained a bright fire 
warming the dining-room, she was medi- 
tating over the question— What to do? 

** What are you sitting there for?" her 
aunt asked, as she prepared to pick up the 
breakfast dishes to carry into the kitchen. 

** T was just wondering what I could do, 
I can’t stay here idle any longer. What 
ean Ido? Can you tell me? What is the 
best thing for girl to do who knows 
nothing of the outside world, and can only 
read and write—that is, knows nothing 
more than a girl just graduated from 
school. If I could sew, I might do dress- 
making, but," she reflected, ‘‘ who would 


giv me dresses to make when I never made 
one? If I could teach—well, I might be 
able to procure a position in a school. 
But, what could I teach? Nothing more 
than I know, and that is where a schoo! 
teacher is generally hampered. For some 
children you cannot know too much, while 
for others you cannot know too little. If 
I could play the piano as well 88 I can 
write the alphabet, I could take pupils and 
teach them, but pe^ple would say that a 
young girl like me was not old enough. 
Is it not awkward sometimes to be young? 
I think it is and I find it so. I could hav 
had an excellent position a week ago, only 
the man said, ‘ Your are not old enough— 
we want a more matured person.’ And he 
would not take me,” she innocently went 
on, ‘‘ notwithstanding that I told him, if 
he would giv me time, I would get 
matured like everyone else. I could hav 
done the work. I wish I was doing some- 
thing! What can I do? Oan’t you tell 
me?” 

**T don’t know myself. You were never 
taught to do anything, and here lies your 
trouble. Nobody wants one who can only 
read and write, and never soiled the fingers 
by any kind of work.” 

** No, no one seems to want one who is 
willing and snxious—who has no one to 
care for and to advise her. No one wants 
a girl without any parents, who is almost 
breaking her heart because she cannot 
earn her own living, and who gees nothing 
before her but want and suffering. If I 
were lying in my grave without a thought 
of anything, I would be out of my misery. 
But to struggle and struggle—its awful to 
go through the world alone without a 
sympathizing friend, and money gone, 
and a board bill running up ata relativ’ 
house. ‘Don’t want anyone; ‘You are 
not experienced; ‘You are not old 
enough,’ and other sentences ring in my 
ears—as though everyone was born experi- 


-enced and matured,” and tears slowly 


rolled down her cheeks. 

**T've done my best for you. I can’t do 
any more for you,” and the aunt left the 
room. 

** Nothing in the papers," shemurmured, 
after glancing over the chief advertisment 
papers of New York city. ***Experienced,' 
‘able,’ ‘with knowledge of this and that,’ 
girls for this trade and for that profession, 
but nothing for me. I'll look at them 
again,” and picking up one of the papers 
she began to glance down its columns. 


WANTED.—Young lady of refinement 
and education to teach two children of 
eight and six years respectivly. Steady 
position, moderate salary, and must come 
well-recommended. Address M. F., Herald 
Office. 

Epwarp DossoN. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. J 
i 
Drawing a Line. 

A young Virginian in frocks had been 
scolded by his grandmother for taking pre- 
serves from the dining-room closet without 
permission. The old lady, with much im- 
pressivness of tone, told the little fellow 
it was wicked to take things without 
asking for them, and that although he 
might hav thought there was nobody near 
him when he took the preserves, God was 
really watching him and keeping an ac- 
count of his actions. He said nothing; 
looked solemn, and later his mother saw 
him standing near the back porch in au 
attitude denoting meditation. The house- 
hold dog, a big Newfoundland, was romp- 
ing near him. He was not ins mood to 
play, and walked away from the dog, but 
the dog followed him. He turned, shook 
the chubby finger at the dog, and ex- 
claimed, ‘‘Go "way, Jack. It’s bad 
*nough t^ had Dod follering me aroun’, let 
alone you.” 

nrg IMIM 


Correspondence. 


AMESBURY, Mass., Jan. 22, 1895. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon: A recent com. 
munication to Taz TRUTH SEEKER leads 
me to say that I, too, should be pleased to 
see a Liberal Young People's Paper. A 
weekly, at $2 a I would be the right 
thing. I will gladly send at least two sub- 

scriptions. J. A. Wrrsox. 


VERSAILLES, IND., Jan. 28, 1895. 
My Dear Miss Wrxon: After long years 
of silence I again turn up in the Corner, 
where so many promising young minds 
express their opinions freely. 
The communications from young Free- 


thinkers are both interesting and profit- 
able to older readers, and one would think 
you would feel well compensated for the 
work you are doingin encouraging them 
to think fo” themselvs and express their 
thoughts so honestly. 

To my mind there is no nobler work 
than that of training the innocent child to 
a consciousness of the truth, while, on 
the other hand, it seems a most reproach- 
ful thing to teach it that of the truth of 
which we ourselvs are doubtful. 

‘‘ Knowledge is power," and the more 
we learn the more powerful we become. 
Of course we cannot see the worth of it 
in dollars and cents, or perhaps gain a 
livelihood thereby. but for the purchase 
of good books we hav dollars and cents 
that we would hav spent less profitablv 
were it not for this knowledge gleaned 
while young. We are not so easily duped 
when we are wise on many points and hav 
learned to think for ourselvs. 

If anv of the young truth seekers would 
like to learn shorthand. I will be delighted 
to teach them the Pitman system by 
mail. Inclosed please find one of my 
cards (some of my job work) for yourself, 
Miss Wixon. 

With best wishes for yourself and the 
Cornerites. I am yours for knowledge 
and mental liberty. ANNIE STooKINGER. 


[Thanks for the above kind letter. We 
are proud of your attainments and success. 
Specimens of your work show that you are 
competent and thorough. Your offer to 
the readers of the Corner is very kind, 
and we hope it will be appreciated as it 
deserves. Itis a satisfaction to work for 
the betterment of young minds. Our 
heart is in it and with the children always. 
—Ep. C. O.] 


——— ll 


A Late Breakfast 


is often caused by a late milkman. No cream for 
the coffee or oatmeal has delaved many a morn- 
ing meal Keep a supply of Borden's Peerlesa 
Brand Evaporated Cream in the house, and avoid 
such annoyances. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Btudent of Science loth, $1, 

Woman: Fonr Centuries «f Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

AD in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 

12mo. 300 pP, $1. 2 

Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Honr. Exceptionally Hand- 

some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti. 

tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 

thinkers' Children’s, Btory-book ever issued. 


66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 


tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus. 
trated covers; 4to. 294 pp., boards, 81. ` 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRAOING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Editton. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 
Part IL—Eesearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. | : . 
Part am reri of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. : 
Part 1v ence Came the Áryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. New York Citv. 


The Milliad. 


(1000 STANZAS) 


A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology. and applying the test of the 
Golden Kule to the world’s history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
nation depend upon a recognition of the princi- 
ple tha 
“ Right, and Right onty, Makes Might." 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas to each 
canto), as follows: 
I-—Themis Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


Hight. - 
IL—The Olympian Council. 
Ilf.—The Goddesses in Consultation. 
IV.—Phebnus, Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 


in High Life > 
Y —Bket.h of World's History to 19th Century. 
VI.—History of the United States. Twofold 
Mectionalism 
VIL—The Theory and Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. : 
Reconstruction and Subsequent Politics. 


A Satire. . cd 
IX.—The Oolumbian Exposition. 
&.—The Parliament of Religions and I.s Sub- 
lime Lessons. ; 


Cloth, 400 pp.,$1; holiday edition, $1.50. 
2HE TRUTH SEEKER OO. | 
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Scientific Works. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicitv of Language; 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and 8. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on "Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke us Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 75c. ; 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
guage, By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 

xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, ** My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 118 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 

The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at tne College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorized translation. "Treating of the following 
topies: 1. Spontaueous, or Natural, Atteution. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifeste- 
tions; o, Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism} d, Inhibition; €, 
The feeling of effort. 3. The Morbid States of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; 5b, Hypochondria; 
€, Fixed ideas and ecstaay; d, Idiocy; e, Attone 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 75c. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of the author. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structiv. al and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytie, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and " 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, 730.; paper, 50c. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Disenssions 
on the Labor Qnestion, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and alsothe Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition cn the development of 
the idea of God 1n human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The Et- 

ology of Ths Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
dea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


1 D 1, Com- 
parative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B 
of. H. Oldenverg, of the University of Kiel. 


Koni sberg.—a, 
e 


ref- 
pen 


Cornell, and 
atory remarks by the editor of the 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered, before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
ingitasion ofthe Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 8. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Double Conscionsness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By-Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. -2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


The Lost Mannscript. A Novel. 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activitvof the na- 
tion.” In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality_and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Disorders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 750. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr.PaulCarus. With 152Illus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
dividéd into the following sections: 1. The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life, 8. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. Tho Eth- 
ical and Re. ous Aspects of Soul-Life. 

OBB HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pages, fall of scientific 
thought. The story of this great sciantist’s life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York Oijty 


IHE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 16, 1895. 109 


p a aata? | Books by SALADIN, — 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal. | 
NM : 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— $3, 
Price. 


Trnth Seeker Annnal, 1891....................- $0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 


dene, ........eee sese eee e reru 50 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 
rated.............. eee ee Ift 2 

Aawon e Christian Qnestions. D. M. Ben- 
nett. 25 
Ohristian Absnrdities. John Peck.. 20 
Victor Hngo's Oration on Voltaire..... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Ilinstrate 4C 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsbnrg....... 95 

Travels in, Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
.,B0n. Robert O. Adams .................. 25 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller............ 25 
y Religions Experience. Samnel P. Put- ak 

DBID.......e le ene re E EE gepreo 

The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 
gion. 'T. E. Longshore................ 50 

Issuxs or 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights rot Man. Thomas Paine. Illnstra- " 
ed........4. PETES ee seepsssenees ensis . 

Was Christ Orucified? Anstin Bierbower.... 10 

Pnlpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

SE TEL T- A rhe Sa ees: 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbnrg... 25 
Awfnl Disclosnres of Maria Monk... 50 


Pocket Theology. Voltaire..........2..esee26 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 


COCK, 0... ce ece eee se eee crease ET ET 15 
Liberty in Literature. . Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Fnneral Áddress. 
By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectnres on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PrtOGODOL... cis ca veas ena sa yo ah cea a ena ge 15 
Candle From Under the Bnshel. Wm. A. 
Hart 40 
The 80 
F 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. - 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
mann 4 50 
Crimes of 
M. E. 25 
Resnrrection of Jesns « 40 
Handbook of Freethonght. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Onrse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8. P. Pntnam............. | 85 
Design Argnment Fallacies. By Editor of 
THe TRUTH BEEKER............. se — 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsbur 50 
Pen Pictures of The 
trated. Ñ. P. Putnam..,...... 25 
Common Sense, Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, a 
S: E Sasdevec tous 5 
Giant Delnsion. Otto Wettstein............ 10 
Bible Inqnirer. A.Jacobson................ 25 
ister Lnoy. er Awful Disclosures of 
ewhall Convent............... esee 10 
Woman: Fonr Centuries of Progress. Susan 
H. Wixon................ sessecserseicese 10 


Issuxs or 1894.— $8. 
Thnmbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradiction: of the Bible, W. H. Burr 15 

hnrch Property: Snonld It be Exempt 
drom Taxation? Reasons Why It Should T 
TRECE EE EN 
Congress and Sunday Laws, ................ 5 
The Better World. A dip into the fntnre 
of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. Sonth- 


numinis secon cecves pecans eonsen eases ve £0 
A Tala of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 
_ llinstrated by A. Carey K. Jnrist...... 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fnn, andSarcasm. ii 
ea: T: T E 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Dignor Bnsi- 
ness. the Christ Principle, etc. W. L. 
Willis eee esesuu cages rhon RR IRR n n RR 10 


During the year, other standard Freethonght 
works willbe pnblished and sent to snbscribers 
as they appear. 2 

Yearly snbscribers at $8 receive all the nnmbers 
pnblished in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Single nnmbers sod at prices qnoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What Is I A pamphlet oon: 
i i hapters in refntati 
Memo that the Bible is a divine book of 
ure thonght, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
i t f man's “creation,” an 
ATUM Um morig denominated ' the eons 


Price, 10 cents. ete 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. . Price, 10 cents, 
The Human Nature of Jesus. A refula- 
i tì at he was 
Rd ena that! he wan. the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 
Liberalism. Treating the subject from & 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what ibis. Price,5 cents. 
Address | THE TRUTH SEREER 
$8 Lafayette place, New York. 
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1492| Columbustolngersoll |1892. 1 
400 Years $3 


Freethought 
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. By Samuel Porter Putnam 


3 

[4 

; 

Large Octavo, 165 pp., Gilt Sides and 3 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 3 


With The ‘Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 
141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 1 


3 


E 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


rw 


MMI 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 3 
ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It E 

had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers  : ; 

were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 

have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 

all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 

realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 


in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 1 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 


three times as many portraits. Such was the ease, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages . 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out,and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Yzars or FRee- 
THOUGHT, ib covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 

; magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Petty 


Truth Seeker Readers ! BOOKS BY 


‘ pads PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Liberal Hymn Book? | me nino of Natures A Contribution 


to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. . . 
Do yonr children learn these beantifnl songs of | fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets | of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
and an en onr homes, makin Them, pa = ed its A ana Decline. Cloth. er uh, L 
and brig —SEND FOR Las z sica ucation 3 or. e -LAWS 
et title, 40 cents; half bonnd, 35 cents. a Natnre. Cloth. 81. ? 


Household Remedies e the Prevalent 
n! Disorders of the Hnman Organism. | Cloth, $1. 
WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES | zoologieal Sketches: A Contribution to 
A new edition of that splendid prose Roem, the Ontdcor pgpur of Natoral History. Illns. 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators, Col. Q: er THE he SEEKER. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old oe HE TRI ITH | EEKER, 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the | 
fale am orname oe dl Clonal andthe tb 
LI 
appear the portraits of the Colonel And te een A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


.uürrounde 


anthfully desoribed el = one of aie Legg pem AND 
08 : à 

ione ee] slonein the living world.” It will COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 

make s delightful present, and will be & Bonvenir By A. R. AYRES. 

not only of intellectnal greatness, bnt o artisto R. i : 

workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, i “ A good book written with & purpose. 

boveled edge. The size is. 13x16 inches, and the Price as cota 

price only 75 cents, post-paid. $ j 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 
œ=- When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll 
=- Wrote to the author: ‘Yon have earned the 


vast resea"ch, of sound criticism, of caustic hn- 

mor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing 

satire, of pathos and e'oqnence. Itis one of the 

heaviest iconoclasti* broadsides ever fired at 

t the Jewish God and the Bible. Cloth, gold let- 
e. 8. 81.95. 


; thanks of all who realiy think." Iti: a work of 
l 


j WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, 


i LAYS 


AND HER GOD. 
.The Rey. Archdeacon Farrar said that "Chris- 
tianity elevated the woman; it shrouded as 
with a halo of sacred innocence she tender 
years of the child." The object of Saladin’s 
work is to show the archdeacon his error, and . 
he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
* This certainly is one of the most marvelons 
books ever issned from the press. The au.hori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is 
convincing.” In two volnmes, cloth, gilt-let- 


tered, $2.50. 
CHRISTIANITY and the SLAVE TRADE. 
A condensation of the known facts npon this 
snbject, proving that Christianity did not abol- 
ish but aided this infamous trafüc in hnman 
beings. To which are added snch comments as 
only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 
THE TRANSITION, 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bi- 
ble and Science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Chris. 
tion Bibie can be interpreted by modern 
science. In paper, 20 cents. 
ROSES AND RUE. 

., Being Random Notes aud Sketches. Some of 

its subjects are: A Last Interview with a Man 

of Genins; An Essay on Stirpicultnre; Asceti- 

cism and Snperstition; Capital Pnnishment; 

Poverty; God in the Constitntion; Brnno; 

ods; Witchcraft. etc. This may be called 
Saladin’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, 
and is one of the books that lovers of strong 
literatnre like to read again and again. In 
cloth, get and silver-lettered, $1.50. 

F ROMANCE 


This books reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, 
being romantic, historic verse. aglow in every 
page with the energy of a trne and high poetic 
genins. Cloth, gold lettered, 75 cen:s. 
ISAURE AND OTHER POEMS. 

The title poem ıs a story of intense passion, . 
tonchingiy told. The other twenty poems are 
fresh, fragrant, thonghtfnl, and every verse 
reveals s+ thinker, observer, and reformer. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 

A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 

By one whoendured it Based npon a mann. 

script in the possession of Saladin. Paper, 100. 

THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 

Studies in Psychology. By one who was cnt 

down from the gallows Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. Paper. 10 cents. 

WHIRLWIND SOWN AND REAPED, 

Ashort story of clerical crime and villainy 

fonnded on tact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: "This novel will command the same or 
more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story 

* Is This Your Son. My Lord?” Paper, 25 cents 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 


SELECT WORKS OF RIOHARD A. PROOTOR, 
Light Science for Leisnre Honrs. | 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 


, Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 
; Miscellaneous Essays. 


Illnsions of the Senses, and other Essays. 


; Notes on Earthqnakes, with fonrteen miscellane 


ous Essays. Six booksin one voinme. $1.50 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 

service to the general reader rather than to pro- 

fessed naturalists. 

. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers npon evolntion, 
besides ranking with Professor Hnxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclnsion regarz:ng the great snbject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

s "Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
eut organic nature we meet with sbnndant 
evidence of natnral causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
snpernatnral design. . - . Adaptation and 
beanty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All natnre has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generstion ın a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 

lace has taken plave in the direction of natnral- 
Lm, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of natnre nniversal, it 
is no wonder if the religions mind has snddenly 
awakened to & new. and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God 
d. Price, cloth, $2. 
Hinsirated, Price, “loth UTE SEEKER. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 235 senta. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


110 


THE TRUTHÜSHEKER, FEBRUARY 16, 1895! 


TESS GSK 


Gems of Phought. | || 7 


Tas ignorant call him a heretic whom 
they cannot ;refute.— Tomaso ` Campa- 
nella. 


Every lover who tries to find in love 
anything else than love is not a lover. — 
Paui Bourget. 


Porte no longer seriously think that 
speculativ error is bound up with moral 
iniquity, or that mistaken thinking is 
either the result or the eause of wioked 
"lliving.—JoAn Morley. 


To be a Christian in any real sense you 
must start from a dogma of the most 
tremendous kind, and an undogmatic 
creed is as senseless as a statue without 
shape or a picture without color.—Zeslie 
Stephen. 


Iv is often argued that free speech is, 
important only to the heterodox classes. 
But a menace to one is a menace to all. 
If Justice is right of heart she need not be 
blindfolded, and may put aside her scales. 
She will not decide less wisely seeing. If 
the state were impartial the number and 
power of its critics would be reduced.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


CoxNzcTED with the court of justice was 
the chamber of torture. Theingenuity of 
man was exhausted in the construction of 
instruments that would surely reach the 
most sensitiv nerve. All this was done in 
the interest of civilization—for the pro- 
tection of virtue and the well-being of 
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states. Curiously enough, the fact is, that j for Woman. Matilda Joslyn Gage 46 
no matter how severe the punishments Progress of Science. James B. Al- 
were, the crimes increased.— 7ngersoll. ' exander, - =- - =- - - 55 
What Are Women Here For? 
Posrmv criminology must remain a de- m Helen H. Gardener, - - -  ég 
lusion and a snare so long as it ignores the Sl The Three Voices. A Poem. -~ 73 
ethieal and economie problems which A. Queer God and His Queer Book. 
agitate modern society. It is futil to John Peck, - - - - - 94 
discuss methods of dealing with criminals =| What WeStandFor. Henry Rowley. 85 
when the very question of what crime is Ili 


has never troubled the glib metaphysical 
criminologists. Asa preparation for their 
task, let the criminologists, professional 
and amateur, study Spencerian sociology 
and ethies.— Victor Yarros. 


Unusss this nation is prepared to assume 
that all religious truth has been attained, 
it must allow free criticism of popular 
opinions, even though the majority say 
such criticisms destroy millions of souls. 
Unless the nation assumes that it has 
reached the supreme social and moral 
perfection it must allow free criticism of 
social and moral customs; and if such 
freedom be accepted as right, all its results 
must be accepted.— Moncure D. Conway: 


How far men are at present from that 
highest moral state, in which the supreme 
and most powerful sentiments are those 
called forth by contemplation of conduct 
itself, and not by contemplation of other 
persons’ opinion of conduct! In the 
average mind the pain constituted by 
consciousness of having done something 
intrinsically wrong, bears but a small 
ratio to the pain constituted by the 
consciousness of others’ reprobation even 
though this reprobation is excited. by 
something not intrinsically wrong. How 
great is the evolution of the moral senti- 
ments yet required to bring human nature 
into complete fitness for the social state.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


Iv is significant that all persecution of 
Whitman comes from the clergy. lt was 
the Rev. James Harlan who deprived the 
old bard of his clerkship in Washington in 
1865, and it was the clergv of New Eng- 
land who drove him from Boston by legal 
threats in 1882. It was these gelders of 
literature who castrated Milton's ** Histor 
of England,” caused his ** Eikonoklastes " 
to be burnt by the common hangman, and 
came alarmingly near depriving the world 
of ‘‘ Paradise Lost,” it being considered 
by their donkeyships that the simile of 
Satan and the rising sun, in the first book, 
contained treasonable allusion. It is due 
to these low-browed inquisitors also that 
the works of John Knox are so hacked up 
that his real opinion on certain subjects 
will remain forever unknown.— William 
Sloane Kennedy. 


Masx Christians hav been helpful in 
this world—but helpful from natural 
promptings, not from supernatural lead- 
ing. Christianity is a garment. The true 
Christian wears a heavy, impeding, ex- 
hausting robe, while the nominal Chris- 


i i tian dons a gossamer suit. Seeing that 
eet Christianity has been civilized by the 
Should It Be Exempt from | natural man, explained by science, and 
Taxation ? undermined by the ‘‘ higher criticism;" 


the day of the gossamer garb itself may 
reasonably be regarded as drawing toa 
close. The heavily-robed individual did 
little or nothing toward ridding tho world 
of slavery, or war, or poverty, or disease, 
and he distinctly encouraged the subjec- 
tion of women. When the Christian ele- 
ment was strong, and the natura! element 
weak, he fought against education, in- 
quiry, and science; he gave comparativly 
no thought to hospitals and asylums; he 
still frowns on libraries, picture galleries, 
parks, and Sunday freedom. Fortunately, 
the gossamer garment puts but slight 
check on the goodness of the natural man; 
nay, it positivly imprisons the heavy gar- 
ment for intrusting its dying child to eld- 
ers, oil, and prayer.— Furneaux Jordan. 
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REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving. from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much otber matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 
lished. In no other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments tobe found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890. wi 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so long 
as the tujustice of church exemption is suffere 

o exist. 

By single copies the price is 16 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 

- reductions are made: 
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Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


CoxTENTS—The rare Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. € riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. A Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's'' Evidences of 
Christianity” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price, Cleth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
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New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 

GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof 
silverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
CASS. 

Regu'ar Grade American Watches. . 
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Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
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Deuber, Crown, etc. 
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In fme plush cases Der express prepata. 

CHAINS. 
Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 


men's chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4, and $65. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 


The Freethought Badge and Charms, 
Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
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genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With?fine cut’ genuine diamond, $10. 
sary Small Size Badge.— 
MH 10kt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
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IE mond, 36. Withfull cut 
SS genuine diamond, $10. 
= Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 
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Not for Parsons. 


Mama: ‘‘Now, Bobby, say your pray- 
ers.” Bobby (after the usual ‘‘ Now I lay 
me"; “And please God make mea good 
boy; and if at first you don’t succeed, try, 
try again,” — Puck. 


Orp Gentleman (putting a few questions): 
“Now, boys—ah—can you tell me what 
commandment Adam broke when he took 
the forbidden fruit?” Small Pupil (like 
a shot): ‘‘ Please sir, th’ warn’t no com- 
mandments then, sir!” 


Mrs, Crosepaist: ‘‘Aren’t you going to 
let me take Johnny to see the trained 
lions?" Mr. OClosephist: ‘‘ Gracious, no! 
Do you want him to lose all the moral 
effect of the story of Daniel in the lion’s 
den?"— Indianapolis Journal. 


LrrrpX Boy: ‘‘I like our church better 
than any other." Fond Mother: ‘‘ Bless 
his little heart! Why?" Little Boy: “We 
are always changing ministers, and every 
time we change there's most generally 
three or four Sundays when there isn't any 
church.” — Good News, 


Tue authorities up in Springfield hav 
intercepted a package sent thither from 
China. It was ostensibly & book, but on 
being opened it was found that the leaves 
had been cut out and a gorgeous silk 
handkerchief, of duitable value, was 
smuggled therein. The sad thing about 
it is that it was sent by a converted Ori- 
ental to a Springfield missionary!— Boston 
Herald, 


Dasnaway: ‘‘ You believe in the efficacy 
of prayer, uncle. But suppose a chicken 
from your neighbor’s yard should hop by 
your door and you should get down on 
.your knees and pray for that chicken to 
` enter, do you think your prayer would be 
answered?” Unole Ebony: ‘‘I mos’ sar- 
tinly do, sah. But in dat case, sah, I 
should sprinkle a few grains af co’n on the 
s ep. " — Life, 


Dr. GaaxBERBY and family are Presby- 
terians. In the family is a baby boy of 
two years. Mrs. G. had been drilling the 
boy in the Shorter Catechism. Young 
two-year-old, becoming unmanageable in 
the absence of his father, had been sub- 
jected to a mild application of the rod. 

hen the doctor returned, and noticed 
the boy was in trouble, the following con- 
versation took place: Father: '' What is 
the matter, my son?" Son (weeping): 
‘‘Mother whipped me." Father: ‘‘ What 
for, my boy?” Son (sobbing): ** For her 
own glory." 


“Hers, Benny," said Mr. Bloobumper 
to his young son, as the latter started to 
church, ‘‘are a five-cent piece and a 
quarter. You can put which you please 
into the contribution box.” Benny thanked 
his papa and went to church. urious to 
know which coin Benny had given, his 
paca asked him when he returned, and 
Benny replied: ** Well, papa. it was this 
way. The preacher said the Lord loved a 
cheerful giver, and I knew I could giv a 
nickel a good deal more cheerfully than I 
could giv a quarter, so I put the nickel in,” 
—Aarper!'s Bazar. 


A RUSTIO recently went to church where 
& mission sermon was being preached from 
the text, ‘‘ Peter’s wife's mother lay sick 
of a fever.” In the afternoon he went to 
church in an adjacent parish, and there 
saw the same mission preacher, who again 
took for his text, ‘‘ Peter’s wife's mother 
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lay sick of a fever." The following morn- 
ing he hurried to catch a train, and as he 
neared the station he heard the tolling of 
the church bell Scarcely had he seated 
himself in the train when & gentleman, 
whom he recognized as the preacher, asked 
him if he could tell him who the bell was 
tolling for? ‘‘I don’t rightly know," was 
the reply, ‘‘ but I think it must be Peter's 
wife’s mother, as she was mortal bad all 
day yesterday.” —Freethinker. 


Deacon Inowsmx (after the service): 
** Elder, I got in a little late this morning, 
but I don’t think you had any right to 
take it out of me in your sermon.” Elder 
Keepalong: * Take it out of you? How?" 
** Get back at me. Ain't that what you 
did? I hadn't hardly got inside the door 
when I heard you say: ‘And now comes 
the worst of them all—the chief rebel 
against the government of heaven.’ And 
then you went on describing my character, 
and putting all my failings in the worst 
light you possibly could. You didn’t 
inention no names, but I knew who you 
was driving at, and I must say, elder, that 
I don't like this way of—" “But, my 
dear Deacon Ironsides, you totally misap- 
prehend. The subject this morning was 
* The Rebellion in Heaven,’ and when you 
came in I was trying to pioture the deprav- 
ity of Lucifer, the arch-apostate. I am 
iruly sorry, deacon, if I seemed to—" 
** Never mind, elder, never mind. We'll 
—h'm— we'll say no more about it. Rather 
a nasty morning, isn’t i$?"—CAicago Iri- 
bune. ` 
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Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local applications, as they cannot reach the 
diseased portion of the ear, There is only one 
way to cure Deafness, and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafness is caused by an in- 


Eustachian Tube. When this tube » ets inflamed 
you have a rambling sound or imperfect hearing, 
and when itis entirelv closed deafness is the re- 
sult, and unless the inflamation can be taken out 
and this tube-restored to its normal condition, 
hearing will be destroyed forever; nine oases out 
of teu are caused by catarrh, which is nothing 
but an inflamed condition of the muceus surfaces. 
We will giv One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that cannot be 
cured by Hall’s Oatarrh Cure. Send for ciron- 
lars, free. F. J. OHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 
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SOME INSPIRATION. 


JY ows of the LUcoR. 


Ir is reported from Hawaii that the 
depos queen, Liliuokalani, has abdi- 
eated. 


Tue family of John Bock, six in number, 
m Parung to death at Omer, Mich., on 
eb. 6. 


THERE hav been 80,000 deaths from grip 
in the state of New York since and includ- 
ing 1889. : 


Fire caused au explosion of fire-damp at 
Montceau-les-Mines, France, and fifty 
lives were lost. 


Tur morning of Feb. 7 was the coldest 
in New York in fourteen years, the mer- 
eury being 3 below zero. 


A TROLLEY car at Milwaukee plunged 
through an open draw and the motorman 
and two passengers were drowned. 


Tue last of the Chinese defenses at Wei- 
Hai-Wei hav been taken and the vessels of 
the Chinese fleet sunk or captured. 


TuropoRe D. WELD, the famous aboli- 
tionist, died at his home at Hyde Park, 
Mass., on Feb. 4, aged ninety-one years. 


Tue failure of the Norfolk and Western 
Railroad adds 1,566 miles of road to the 
7,025 miles last year placed in the hands of 
receivers. 


Tue steamer Cienfuegos of the Ward 
line was wrecked on a reef near one of the 
Bahamas last week. The passengers, crew, 
and mails were taken off safely. 


Tux steamship Amerique was wrecked 
on the Caribbean coast. The passengers 
and all the crew but one were saved. 
Cargo, baggage, and mails were lost. 


A STRONG movement is on foot to wipe 
out the color line established by the 
League of American Wheelmen a year or 
"d ago at the behest of the Southern mem- 

era, 


Tue Springer bond bill and the Reed 
substitute were both defeated in the House 
on Feb. 7, the former by a vote of 162 to 
185 and the latter by a still more decisiv 
vote. 


MassaAOHUSETTS Spiritualists and others 
are working for the repeal of the restrictiv 
features of the Massachusetts medical law. 
A grand rally was held in Berkeley Hall, 
Boston, on Feb. 10. 


A NEW act passed by the Spanish cortes 
places American products imported into 
Cuba and Porto Rico in the second column 
of the tariff schedule, thus insuring fairer 
trade with those Islands. 


Tanz Brooklyn trolley strike has not yet 
come to an end, officially, and sporadic 
cases of violence are still frequent. The 
storm tied up the lines even more tightly 
than the strike and resulting violence had 

one, 


New York banks having extended the 
refunding warrants of South Dakota one 


year that state will pass with unimpaired 
credit through the financial difficulty pre- 
Sip by the dishonesty of one of her 
officials. 


UNDER peremptory instructions of Judge 
Barr at Owensboro, Ky., the jury in a test 
ease under the separate coach law brought 
in a verdict against the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad Co., assessing the dam- 
ages at one cent, and adding costs. 


A sri has been introduced in the New 
York legislature to create a news stand 
trust in this city, the offer being made to 
the city to guarantee to it three per cent 
on the gross receipts. This is intended to 
silence opposition. The bill is a perennial 
one. 


Tut Brooklyn Board of Aldermen having 
voted to annul the licenses of certain of 
the trolley companies on petition of the 
strikers and their sympathizers, Mayor 
Schieren vetoed their action on the ground 
that they lacked authority to rescind such 
licenses. 


For years there has been a boundary 
dispute between Brazil and the Argentine 
Republic. The territory is about as large 
as the state of Maryland, and lies between 
the states of Parana and Rio Grand do 
Sul. President Cleveland, as arbitrator, 
bas just decided that the land belongs to 
Brazil. 


Tur Senate, by a vote of 86 to 25, has 
appropriated $500,000 for beginning work 
on a cable to Hawaii. The affirmativ vote 
was made up of 27 Reps., 6 Dems., and 3 
Populists; the negativ of one Rep. (Petti- 
grew) and 24 Dems, The absent Pops. 
and Reps. were all paired in favor of the 
measure. 


On Sunday, Feb. 3, the New York police 
raided the billiard rooms of Marcus Daly 
and George Slosson and took a large 
number of the attendants and players to 
the police stations, where they were 
promptly bailed out by the proprietors of 
the placesraided. These billiard halls are 
eminently respectable and hav been open 
for many years on Sunday. The outrage 
places the Suuday law in still greater 
peril. 


Muon anxiety was felt for the French 
liner La Gascogne until late Monday after- 
noon. She was then eight days overdue, 
having been sixteen days out from Havre. 
The cause of the delay was a broken piston 
rod, the accident occurring on Jan. 29. 
She lay to sixteen hours for repairs and 
then proceeded slowly under half-steam. 
Feb. 5 she run into terrible gales and lay 
to off Sable Island for forty-one hours. 
After that she could make but 100 miles 
per day. Did not see a single ship during 
the entire trip until Sunday, Feb. 10. 


A GREAT storm accompanied with intense 
cold swept over more than half of the 
country last week. It extended from the 
Rocky Mountains to the Atlantic and far 
out to sea, and from Canada to the Gulf 
of Mexico. The srea covered was four 
times greater than that by the blizzard of 
'88 and the temperature much lower, but 
the suowfull was decidedly lighter. Only 


(the lower point of Florida and the south- 


ern portion of the Pacific Coast was above 
freezing. The wind record was 60 miles 
at New York on Feb. 8, and 80 outside 
Sandy Hook. In the South the damage 
done to the crops is almost immeasurable. 
Not only to the crops, but to the trees. 
The orange groves of Florida are well-high 
ruined, as are the pineapple trees. Much 
damage was done to shipping all along the 
Atlantic coast, many small vessels being 
lost, while some of the big liners are long 
overdue and great anxiety is felt for their 
safety. The Umbria picked up the crew 
of one fishing smack and the Teutonic 
rescued the crew of a French trader. 
Sailors bound in the rigging of their 
foundered and beached vessels were frozen 
to death, and those saved after forty hours 
of intense suffering will be crippled for 
life. Many buildings were swept away by 
tidal waves at Halifax, Cape Breton, New 
Haven, and other points. Travel and 
transportation all over the district affected 
by the storm was almost at a standstill. 
Suburban travel was also nearly stopped 
in very many cities. New York’s harbor 
was nearly closed by ice, as were other 
harbors. There was intense suffering 
among the poor and among those whose 
vocations took them out into the storm. 
Steam pipes on cars were frozen up and 
the cars turned into refrigerators. The 
cold is very severe also in England and on 
the Continent. 
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Something " E 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 
THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould |. 


Baw the Vision oF Le world and all the wonders 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 


| Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


In the nature of things, 
l SAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IncErsout’s great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Incersoxt, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselatadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 2 
Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
thi- journal. only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
pend for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg’s 
works. 
, American Swendenborg Printing and Publish. 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition, 
By T. C. WIDDICO?IBE, 


Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


BRAIN ~” BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of Justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. dress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


OR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. ‘ihe narrative is,inthe main, a his- 


tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 


city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypoorits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Oolonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: "It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good, and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THR TRUTH SHAKER, . 
28 Lafayette vlaca, New Yorri 
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| TO OUR FRIENDS: 


Don't you know some Freethinker who 


the Paper? 


does not now, but who would subscribe to THE 


TRUTH SEEKER if YOU called his attention to 


Jews of the (Deck. 


An explosion of natural gas at Meadville, 
Pa., killed one person and injured three. 


Tum rebellion in the United States of 
Colombia is officially reported at an end. 


A MINE explosion at Sealerize, Silesia, 
killed fourteen persons and injured eight. 


A Movement is on foot in Maine to 
secure the adoption of a medical monopoly 
law. 

Tuere were 61 cases of cholera in Oon- 
stantinople between Feb. 5 and 12, and 29 
deaths. à 


Tun New J ersoy legislature has passed 
a bill for the protection of the Palisades of 
the Hudson. 


Many frozen bodies were found in vari- 
ous parts of the country after the recent 
cold weather, 


Bx an explosion at a fire in Lynn, Mass., 
three firemen were killed, two are missing, 
and ten were injured. 


Tur big Union Passenger station at St. 
Joseph, Mo., was burned on Feb. 9. The 
building cost $250,000 in 1882. 


Brun Coox, the Indian Territory out- 
law, was sentenced to forty-five years 
imprisonment in Albany pententiary. 


Joun L. Stevens, ex-Minister to Hawaii, 
died in Augusta, Maine, on Feb. 8. He 
was born in Mt. Vernon, Maine, Aug. 8, 
1820. 

SEVERAL Ohio druggists hav recently 
been arrested, charged with selling arti- 
cles which were below standard or adul- 
terated. 

Tung German Reichstag has passed by 
an overwhelming vote the resolution in 
favor of calling an international bimetallic 
conference. ` 

Tux Senate Committee on Appropri- 
tion refused to accept Postmaster-General 
Bissell’s suggestions for reforms in the 
postal service. 


Ir is estimated by experts that it will 
cost anywhere from $7,000,000 to $21,000- 
000 to put the schcols of New York in 
sanitary condition. - 

Tum Texas house, Democratic, has 
seated a contestant who is black anda Re- 


publican, ousting a white Democrat to do 
80, by a vote of 76 to 40. 


ADOLPH SOHREXEB, 8 famous painter, 
living for about thirty years in Paris, died 
in that city on Feb. 15. He was born in 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine in 1828. ° 


THERE was a stormy scene in the Bohe- 
mian Diet on Feb. 14, the Young Ozechs 
fiercely assailing the government for 
continuing the state of siege in Prague. 


Manvet Ruiz Zormua, the famous 
Spanish republican leader, long in exile, 
has accepted the terms of the ammesty 


bill passed by the. Cortes and returned to 


Barcelona. 


Ir is reported that Li Hung Chang has 
got back all his decorations and has been 
ealled to Peking, where he will be given an 
audience and then sent to Japan to arrange 
terms of peace. 


Tum Chinese fleet at Wei-Hai-Wei sur- 
rendered, the Ohinese admiral and two 
generals committed suicide, and the 
Japanese hav won victories near Ohee-Foo 
and at Haichang. 


Mayor Ours, of Boston, is applying 
civil service reform rules in his &dminis- 
tration, and a bill to reform the civil ser- 
vice in Chicago has been introduced in the 
Illinois legislature. 


Os Feb. 11 and 12 and also on the 14th 
here was a severe snow storm in the 
South, street cars being stopped in At- 
lanta, New Orleans, and other cities, and 
people frozen to death. 


Tun Senate Committee on Privileges and 
Elections reports adversely on the joint 
resolution providing for the election of 
Senators by the direct vote of the people. 
Senators Turpie, Mitchell, and Palmer 
submit a minority report. 


Tr is reported that the Hawaiian officials 
secured their ‘evidence sgainst the in- 
surgent leaders they hav convicted in the 
religious way, thatis, by torture. As they 
are the sons of missionaries it is not the 
most improbable of stories. 


Tug Society of French Agriculturists 
has resolved to support the National Bi- 
metallic League in its appeal to the gov- 
ernment to negotiate with Great Britain, 
Germany, the United States, tho Nether- 
lands, and the Latin Union States for an 
international agreement to ,rehabilitate 
silver. 


Conerrss has revived the office of 


Lieutenant-General for the benefit of, 


General Schofield, who has almost reached 
the age of retiring. Brigadier-General 
Ruger, commanding the Department of 
Chicago, secures the vacated major- 
generalship. 


By the refusal of the House to approve 
the financial bill of the administration the 
new loan of $65,000,000 will cost in inter- 
est Some more than $16,000,000 in excess 
of what it would hav cost had the bill 
passed. This is the third defeat for the 
administration on the financial issue. 


Six of the Hawaiian insurgents hav been 
sentenced to death; one to life imprison- 
ment; two, twenty years; four, ten years; 
two, eight years; one, seven Feats; five, 
five years. Many fines, in addition, were 
imposed. All sentences are subject to the 
approval or disapproval of President Dole. 


Isaac Pusey Gray, United States Minis- 
ter to Mexico, died in the city of Mexico 
on Feb. 14, of pneumonia brought on by 
grip contracted in Chicage, from which 
city he had just arrived, en route from 
Washington. He was born in Donning- 
ton, Chester so., Pa., in 1833. : 


Tus Supreme Court of the District of 
Oolumbia sustains the lower court, which 
refused to grant an injunction restraining 
the Commissioners of Internal Revenue 
from collecting the income tax. This is 
the John G. Moore suit. An appeal has 
beon taken to the United States Supreme 

ourt. 


Ix the French Chamber of Deputies the 
resolution to abolish the public worship 
budget was rejeoted by the vote of 379 to 
111. Then itwas moved that church and 
state be separate, but Premier Ribot 
declared that such a measure would 
threaten the peace of the country, and the 
motion was defeated by a vote of 306 to 
205. 


By a trick played on the Pennsylvania 
State Dairyman’s Association, oleomarga- 
rine was entered as genuin butter. The 
committees awarded first premium to the 
artificial product over the cow article. In 
1889 there was exported from Sh: United 
States 15,504,978 pounds of butter; in 1890, 
29,748,042; in 1891, 16,187,114; in 1892, 
15,047,240. 


Tum Minneapolis Times will issue a 
Northwestern-European edition of 100,000 
copies, of from thirty-two to forty-eight 


^ 


pages, with a fine cover. Fifty thousand 
oopies will be distributed in England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, among the best 
class of agrionlturiste and artisans, 25,000 
in New England, and 25,000 in the West 
and Central states. All articles will be 
written by specialists. 


Ta New York legislature passed the 
Power of Removal bill,it was promptly 
Signed by the governor, and Mayor Strong 
has made several appointments under it. 
William Brookfield, Rep., and leader of 
the anti-Platt men, was made Commis- 
sioner of Public Works; Francis M. Scott, 
Dem., Corporation Counsel; James A. 
Roosevelt, A. D. Juilliard, George G. 
Haven, and David H. King, Jr., were 
made Park Commissioners. Some of these 
are Democrats and the others Republicans. 
John O. Sheehan goes out of the Police 
Board and Avery D. Andrews, General 
Schofield’s son-in-iaw, and a graduate of 
West Point, succeeds him. George W. 
Green, a Good Govenment Club man, is 
made Acqueduct Commissioner. 


THE THE 


BRAIN +» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. | 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The authoris also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypoorits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he res and sppreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 


Price, 25 cents. Address 
gore: THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


OLA 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru Srxxrn one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals vac eerouene as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS oF FaEETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


Hox. A00 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
8 P EC L A L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


0 FFER | “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
^ FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHEHR—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, vost 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF TIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated PRESTON 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


ORR 
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For $5 we willsend Tae Truru Ssrxer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a8 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tax TaurER Szexze one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Tauru Szexzr one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tae Truru Szxxer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Tauru Szzxzr one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 
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ONE YEAR, 
i " Th 
FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION. “an eee enone 


EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar Spoons ‘and Truts Srexer, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH 3EEKFÉ:. 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


& 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


wWarm>d AND DUBSONIPIQON SLANK 


— OF — 


>% The qrutb Seeker. 


GUE Drafts, Checho and Money Orders, to be made payable to 
X» M. MACDONALD, 


CL'IUEREAMDES AD 


» SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
(trial subscribers, in advance, $0. 
s « 


Yrree months, 0.75 Oue subscription with two new subscribers, fn 

Six * = 2; 1.50 one remittance, o. = a a 2 $100 

Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscripuon with three new subscribers, in 

One suhscription two years, “ ee? - 5.00 one remittance, = s e = 2 > 8.50 

‘Two new subscribers, s "E i oar a 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription witf one new subscriber, in one one remittance, e a a E E - 10.00 
remittance, - a a Tl; 5.00 


(x Fill out the accompanying Subscription, 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


fre» and gain $2. 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
be will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new Suhscribers he will have his own 


. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 


with them the advantages of the club rates. 
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In connection with our “Missionary Scheme" of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
' for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting people 
read Tue TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 
following offer : 


The Truth 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


— 1S 
Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New Vork. | 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for .— year 


Juclosed find $in payment of the same. 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50-Cents, 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 
We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
* effort to send us one or l 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Work That Should Be Done at Once. 

We hav sent out gratuitously several thousand 
copies of the pamphlet, * Church Property," by far 
the greater portion of them at our own expense. 
We should distribute at once at least two thousand 
copies more, for there are five states in which the 
question of the taxation of church property is en- 
gaging the attention of the legislature. Among 
these states are Wisconsin and Colorado, in which 
there is a good fighting chance for victory if the 
battle is conducted as it could be conducted were 
there plenty of the sinews of war at the disposal of 
the champions of equal justice. Then there are 
Arizona and Utah, the first of which will probably 
be soon invested with statehood, and the other of 
which is about to prepare her state constitution. 
It is of vital importance that the foundations of 
these young states be laid in the granit and con- 
crete of sound principles, and to this end we are 
anxious to put into the hands of the editors in the 
embryo states and of the delegates to the constitu- 
tional conventions not only “Church Property” but 
anti-Sabbatarian literature and documents embody- 
ing and defending the other secular demands. A new 
edition of ‘Church Property” will be gotten out 
immediately if the friends of the cause come 
promptly to the front with contributions to help 
defray the expenses. We will do all that we can, 
_ but this fight is yours as well as ours, and all should 
‘join hands to do the work that must be done if 
this country is to be freed and kept free from the 
curse of church rule. |: . 

It will soon be time to place again before the 
people the facts regarding the persecution of Mr. 
J. B. Wise, of Kansas, who is now under bonds 
awaiting trial for the heinous crime of sending 
through the mails & postal eard upon which he had 
written a passage from the Bible. This card was 
sent to a minister with whom Mr. Wise had been 
discussing theological questions, with the request. 
that the ambassador of heaven and interpreter of 
. God's word explain the meaning of this passage 
and tell why itis in the “Holy Bible.” Mr. Wise 


must be defended in court and the public be made | carry on suits at law. Will each of you contribute 


acquainted with the causes that led to his arraign- 
ment as a felon at the bar of the federal tribunal; 
he must not be imprisoned, if we can prevent it, 
nor made to suffer in reputation because the ma- 
chinery of an unjust law has been set in motion by 
hypocrits to crush him and to terrorize others who 
venture to criticise the fetich of the church. But 
the suit cannot be defended without money, and 
again we ask you to lend the hand of ready help. 
Mr. Wise is poor; with his one arm he can make 
only a bare living for himself, but he represents us 
all. 

Another good Liberal who imperativly needs the 
assistance of his fellow Freethinkers is Mr. S. J. 
Fleckten, of Kandayohi, Minn., who, as you are 
aware, has determined that his children shall not 
longer be forced to take part in religious exercises 
in the school to which he must send them and 
which is maintained with money raised -by the tax- 
ation of all the people, irrespectiv of religious 
beliefs. He stands bravely alone in his district in 
demanding that the Bible and prayers and hymng 
be banished from the school room and that the 
school be conducted as the constitution of the state 
commands. A test case should be taken to the 
highest court in Minnesota. Mr. Fleckten has not 
the means to do this, and we should not think of 
asking it of him, for we are just as much interested 
in the matter as he is, and we ought not to need 
the least bit of urging to create a fund for the pur- 
pose indicated. The first Minnesotan to respond 
to the call for ammunition in this case is Mr. H. 
Schmidt, of Owatonna, who pledges $3. John E. 
Fleckten, V. A. Fleckten, and Aug. Bitzen, of Lake 
Lillian, Minn., put down their names for $1 each. 
Other sums were credited in Tur TaorH SEEKER 
last week, in the Letters of Friends, and we hope 
that very much more will be forthcoming in the im- 
mediate future. 

In this state the agitation for the repeal of the 
Sunday law is being kept up with all the instru- 
mentalities at our command. We hav sent our pe- 
tition to all the daily papers of this city, and hav 
written personal letters to the editors in behalf of 
repeal; our “Open Letter to the Legislators of 
New York” has been mailed to all the Senators and 
Assemblymen and to a large number of papers 
throughout the state, and if we had the wherewithal 
a good man would go to Albany to present our de- 
mands to the proper committee of the legislature. 
Hearings hav been given on proposed amendments 
to the Excise Jaw, but no one has voiced the clear- 
cut and unequivocal principles of the Freethinkers. 
We are not trying to secure special privileges for a 
class or a business; we ask, on the contrary, that 
all special privileges be swept away. It is not to 
giv Sunday to the saloonists that we would take it 
from the preachers—let all the people hav it and 
use it as they wish for their own profit and pleasure. 
New York should be sown wide with the literature 
of Sunday freedom ; every citizen should hav the 
opportunity to read the Freethinker’s unanswerable 
arguments for liberty and equity. Help us redeem 
the Empire state from the clutch of the priest. It 
takes money to print and distribute papers and 
pamphlets, to defend unjustly presecuted men, to 


& little? 


eS NERUME- CERE MESENE 
“Thomas Paine in a New Light.” 


Such is the title of a lecture delivered in the 
Grand Opera House, Chicago, Feb. 11, 1894, by 
Rev. M. M. Mangasarian. It is in spirit fair to 
Paine, but Mr. Mangasarian has not always under- 
stood the author of the “Age of Reason,” and he 
certainly has not that sense of perspectiv.and pro- 
portion which all critics of the early Freethought 
writers should possess if they are to do justice to 
the men of whom they write and to their own good 
intentions. : Neither does the Ethical lecturer under- 
stand the Freethinkers of to-day, as will appear 
when we come to quote from him. 

We are informed that “ poor Thomas Paine" had 
the sad fortune to be made the battleground of two 
forces, “ blind and blighting,” fanaticism and Athe- 
ism. : 

The superstitious and hypocritical devotees of the 
altar pictured him as a demon in human form. The 


equally superstitious Secularists and Freethinkers hailed 
him as an Atheist.” 


What is Mr. Mangasarian’s authority for the latter 
assertion? Who are the representativ Freethinkers 
who hav called Thomas Paine an Atheist? Does 
not the lecturer know that both Paine and Voltaire 
hav been branded as Atheists by the Christian 
clergy through all the years that hav intervened 
between the time when they wrote and the present 
day, and that Freethinkers hav been as persistently 
busy in disproving the unfounded assertions of the 
ministers and their echoes? There is much Chris- 
tian literature still in circulation, some of it written 
very recently, which retails the mouldy falsehood 
that both the great Frenchman and the great Eng- 
lish-American were Atheists, but we, with far better 
opportunities than Mr. Mangasarian to know what 
Freethinkers say, hav but once known Paine to be 
called an Atheist by a Freethinker, and the man 
who so designated him had read very little on the 
subject of Infidelity. 

Several of Paine’s Theistic declarations are 
quoted, and then Mr. Mangasarian says: “The au- . 
thor of these words could hav nothing in common 
with the Atheists and Secularists of our time.” The 
gentleman generalizes too hastily and widely—it by 
no means follows because Paine was a Deist, while 
a very large proportion of modern Freetkinkers are 
Atheists or Agnostics, that there is no broad ground 
upon which they could stand together were Paine 
living to-day, and of the way of thinking that he 
was when he wrote the “Age of Reason.” He and 
they would agree that the Bible is a human produc- 
tion instead of being a revelation from God, and 
that Jesus—if such & person ever lived—came into 
existence in the manner that all other individuals of 
the genus homo do. These, surely, are two very 
important points of agreement. Then Paine be- 
lieved in the total separation of church and state, 
and this would hav aligned him with the nineteenth 
century Freethinkers, for it forms a bond of union 
between the otherwise incongruous divisions of the 
Materialists and Spiritualists and holds together 
Atheists, Agnostics, and Theists. Paine believed 
in free speech, free press, the rights of woman, the 
solidarity of humanity, equality before the law, and 
in all these he would hav found himself at home 
with the Freethinkers of this age. ] 

‘t Thomas Paine, by the violence ef his method, the 
coarseness of some of his phrases, and by his slovenly 
scholarship, has also done great harm to the cause of true 
progress. * He was more vehement than deep. 
He possessed more force than light. He was sounder and 
stronger than the priests he attacked, but not better. He 
was an antagonist, not a philosopher. We look in vain 
for the ‘ sweet reasonableness ’ which so well becomes the 
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sage. His style is no! free from the corroding dross and 
clay of passion. His words are not chaste, as the words 
of a reformer should be, In religion, as in politics, vio- 
lence is disastrous. Ridicule and contempt are shallow. 
A scoffer is rarely profound. Doubt and denial may kill 
the disease, but they can’t save the patient. It is sym- 
pathy that sees. -We learn to understand only when we 
learn to love.” 


These objections may giv the impression of 
weight and force, but they are perceived to be light 
and ineffectiv when the reader takes into account 
the relation of Paine to his environment and the 
results that his labors hav accomplished. Thomas 
Paine was a MAN, and he fought as men fight, with 
the naked blade of Toledo steel, not with a sword 
of lath in a scabbard of velvet. He and such as he 
hav made it possible for the Mangasarians to ex- 
press their apologetic doubts in scholarly language 
and to cultivate the amenities of heretical dis- 
cussion without incurring the risk of being chained 
to the filthy floors of the church’s subterranean 
dungeons, or irying logical conclusions with the 
rack and iron boot. If Paine was vioient, it was 
the violence of just indignation against imposture, 
persecution, rapine, rape, and murder; if some of 
his phrases were coarse, judged by the standards of 
to-day, they were not so judged by the literary can- 
ons Of his time, and they had the great merit of 
being understandable by the common people for 
whom he wrote; if his scholarship was “slovenly,” 
measured by the results of a critical research that 
for decades has delved in vast literary, historical, 
and archeological accumulations that were either 
unknown or inaccessible to Paine and his contem- 
poraries, the offense may well be forgiven him in 
view of the fact that despite that * slovenliness" he 
succeeded in producing, under great difficulties and 
in circumstances of appalling danger, a work to 
which the best theologians of the church hav not 
yet found a more conclusiv answer than slander 
of its dead author. 

An apostle of ethical culture should not hav said 
that, while Paine was sounder and stronger than 
the priests he attacked, he was not better. Of ordi- 
nary men, who express themselvs in their daily 
lives rather than in public teachings, it is well to 
say that they are “bad” or “good” according as 
they are addicted to or abstain from the personal: 
vices which Paine’s enemies—entirely without 
cause—charged against him; but when we are 
called upon to sum up the worth of those who 
stand in the relation of teachers to their fellow-men 
we are bound by no such petty rule. One instruc- 
tor is better than other instructors if the principles 
he inculcates are more just than those which they 
uphold. Veracious historians inform us that many 
of the most cruel persecutors and ruthless destroy- 
ers of the people hav been men and women of irre- 
proachable private character. What good did they 
do by being “better” than others? Of what avail 
were their “virtue,” and “purity,” and “ probity”? 
Because of the falsity and heartlessness of their 
teachings and their public actions their private 
“ goodness" produced almost infinit harm. Pointed 
to as models of morality, they necessarily and inev- 
itably became exemplars of intolerance, fiendish tor- 
ture, and wholesale slaughter. Had they in private 
life been utterly degraded they would not hav been 
able to cause a tenth part of the suffering that re- 


sulted from their teachings and from their govern- | 


ment of the world. Their crimes found imitators; 
their personal virtues did not. Paine was better than 
the priests he attacked because there was in his 
teachings the potentiality of liberty and its child, 
justice. He denounced the tyranny of kings, he 
exposed the superstitions of priests, he showed the 
foolishness of blind faith, he pleaded for the rights 
of woman, he condemned chattel slavery, he refused 
to treat with intolerance and persecution, he advo- 
cated the equal political rights of the whole people, 
he risked his own life to save the life of a man from 
whose hand he had helped to wrest the scepter of 
authority, and in his conduct he was faithful to the 
sublime principles which he taught. In all this he 
was better than the priests whom he antagonized. 
He wrote for freedom and equity, and in his life 
was loyal to them. This cannot truthfully be said 
for any priesthood, least of all the priesthood that 


Thomas Paine weighed and found wanting. Were 
it not for the calumnies of his Christian detractors, 
little would be asked concerning his personal affairs, 
but millions hav been instructed by his writings, 
infused with his love of liberty, and ennobled by 
his passionate devotion to her service. 

Paine’s time demanded antagonists as well as 
philosophers, as all times do, and it would be no 
discredit to the author of the “Rights of Man” 
had he been more antagonistic than he was and less 
philosopher than his works prove him to hav been, 
but he was philosopher enough to accept from 
others or to formulate for himself the principles 
which are to-day the sheet anchor of hope for the 
nations of the earth. And he had the virile man- 
hood to enter the lists and do valiant and success- 
ful battle for what he held to be true and right. 


There is no particular call for “sweet reasonable- 


ness” when protesting against the persecution of 
men for opinion’s sake, or denouncing the religious 
system which requires us to say that we believe that 
a being of infinit mercy and justice ordered the 
horrible slaughter of the Amalekites and Midian- 
ites. It would not be strange if there were some 
of “the dross and clay of passion” in the style of 
one who labored to uproot a creed which teaches that 
for the mistake of an ignorant savage uncountable 
quintillions of his innocent descendents will burn 
forever in the fires of hell. Physical violence is in- 
deed often disastrous, but moral earnestness is not 


necessarily violence, and. oftentimes men’s emotion 


must be aroused as well as their intellects enlight- 
ened. Ridicule and contempt may be shallow, but 
since Voltaire did his mighty work in France really 


thoughtful Freethinkers hav been very chary in 
their condemnation of ridicule as a weapon against 
credulity, bigotry, and cruelty. It has its place, 
apd an important place, in the propaganda of Lib- 
eralism. It may be true that the scofter is “rarely 
profound,” but Mr. Mangasarian should not forget 
that while both Voltaire and Paine were scoffers, as 
he defines the scoffer, they were also both eager, as 
he is, to maintain the existence of a god. If doubt 
and denial do kill the disease, common sense would 
be tempted to say that the patient s saved. It 
would seem to be self-evident that doubt and denial 
must rest on an affirmation, an affirmation which 
takes the place of the assumed affirmation doubted 
or denied. 


Yes, “it is sympathy that sees,” and Paine sym- 


pathized with the agonized victims of priests and 
kings,and sympathizing he was enabled to see much 
of the truth concerning human relations. 
learned to love his fellows and hence he understood 
their needs, but he never learned to love tyranny, 
and therefore he never learned to understand why 
it should be accepted as an abiding principle and 
practice. 
not hate the tyrant, as a man, for he realized that 
he also was the victim of circumstances, and so 
from motivs both of political policy and of mercy 
he voted against the death of Louis. 
Mr. Mangasarian's own tests the doubter and denier 
Paine could save the patient as well as kill the dis- 
ease. 


He had 


He hated the tyrannical act, but he did 


Judged by 


But he was overborne by the believers. 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 
Works. 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine's “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadeast by the thousands, has induced 
us to lower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: — 

AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Eight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of. the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 

THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke's attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

PAINE'S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo., 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. This book and Tue TRUTE SzxkER 
one year, $5. 

PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 
containing Common Sense, Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1. 

PAINE’S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One vol- 
ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. With Life of Paine and 
steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 


We trust all our readers will do their best to 

scatter these splendid works all over the country. 
aan 

We hope that all our friends will make a deter- 
mined effort to fill at least once that trial subscrip- 
tion blank on page 114. Tue Truru SEEKER is sent 
for three months on trial for the 8mall sum of fifty 
cents. This offer givs an excellent opportunity to 
introduce the paper into tens of thousands of 
homes and offices where Freethought literature has 
not often penetrated, if ever. Will yow send us 
such a list? 


The World suggests that *the blue-law police 
judges who fine the keepers of billiard-rooms for 
breaking the Sabbath are merely playing at Puri- 
tanism. They are not as blue as they pretend to 
be, or as they will be when they come in range of 
the boot-toe of nineteenth-century public opinion.” 
The long immunity of the Sabbath fanatics makes 
us just a little apprehensiv that communication be- 
tween the brain of civilization and the “ boot-toe of 
nineteenth century publie opinion ” has been cut. 


There is a clergyman in Washington who is try- 
ing to imitate the English style of advertisment, 
where tradesmen announce that: they are “ coster- 
mongers to her Majesty,” or “cane-makers to his 
Highness the Prince of Wales.” Rev. Adolas Allen 
sent a letter to Senator Call in regard to the lottery 
bill, and the Senator had it printed in the Record. 
The letter closed in these words: 

** Gio on, sir, and the Lord will bless you in your effort. 

** Respectfully, ApOLAs ALLEN, 


Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, attended by 
the President and Mrs. Cleveland.” 


Will we be deemed uncharitable if we suggest 
that it is possible that *Adolas" and “adolescent ” 
spring from the same root ? 


This time it is a preacher who has fallen into the 
meshes of the postal law. Rev. Frank L. Chardon 
of the Presbyterian church at Leroy, Ill., was in the 
habit of procuring annual, round-trip, and single- 
trip passes from all the railroads that he could 
work, and then, as L. A. Carpenter, offering them 
to the ticket brokers. In this industry he came 
under the observation of the postal authorities, and 
on Jan. 29 Inspector Stuart arrested him in Chi- 
cago. In his circular to brokers he said: 

‘There is no cheaper way to get rates, and you can 


make $400 in twelve months, or double that on one P. 
If you bid $50 it secures the P. First come first served. 


‘| Send in your bids.” 


The letters were dated from Chicago, Columbus, 
Kansas City, Leroy, and other points. But to pre- 
vent fraud of this kind there is no necessity for 
meddling with the mails, and fraud is not one of 
the crimes which the federal government can con- 
stitutionally ferret out and punish. 


We are pleased to see that there are now appear- 
ing in the newspapers a considerable number of 
letters which giv evidence that their writers are ac. 
quainted with the bed-rock principles of human 
justice. One in the Herald of this city, dated at 
Knoxville, Tenn., is a tersely-written, straightfor- 
ward, and conclusiv argument for the total divorce- 
ment of church and state, including the abrogation 
of all Sabbath laws. Another, in the World of Feb. 
15, pleads for rational divorce as against the eccle- 
siastical no-divorce-except-for-adultery system. The 
writer says that the question of divorce is no longer 
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abstract or theoretical; it is the practical one of 
justice between husbands and wives. If all Free- 
thinkers would make a point of writing to the news- 
papers when they see the need for vindicating the 
principles of liberty and justice, which are our 
principles, Freethought would soon be respected 
far more than it now is, and, consequently, its in- 
fluence for good would be vastly augmented. 


— — 


The police of New York are busy these days in 
arresting the violaters of our Puritan Sunday laws. 
Among the fiendish criminals brought in on Sunday, 
Feb. 10, was one man who sold meat, another who 
sold a linen collar, and two others who sold ear- 
muffs to policemen. Touching these last the World 
sarcastically observes: “Now that the government, 
of the great state of New York has brought its 
power to bear for the punishment of a wretch who 
was detected in the heinous crime of selling ear- 
mufis on Sunday, with the thermometer at zero, 
word ought to be got to Cotton Mather that the 
millennium is coming at last in what was once Stuy- 
vesant’s ungodly village.” Several more billiard 
rooms hav been raided, and Mr. Slosson, of whose 
arrest we told last week, was fined ten dollars. 
Evidently the justices are not very much in sympa- 
thy with the contemptible crusade or the law which 
alone makes the persecution possible. But the city 
is under the feet of the preachers and the societies 
of offensivly Christian women, who make a noise in 
inverse ratio to their numbers as compared with the 
numbers of the people who want the miserable 
Sunday laws repealed or greatly modified, and so it 
is & very difficult. task to make any impression on 
the rural legislators at Albany, who are still more 
under the clerical and Christian women influence 
than are our city officials. 


Our friend E. O. Roscoe, of Brooklyn, sends us a 
letter written by the assemblyman from his district 
in reply to one of Mr. Roscoe’s, in which the repre- 
sentativ of Queens (Eugene B. Vacheron) says: 

‘Yours of the 13th inst. duly received and contents 
noted, and I may add that I fully concur with you in the 
matter of all restrictions being abolished relativ to the 
first day of the week, and my vote will be so recorded if 
T hav that opportunity.” i 

This is good, and we hope that other readers of 
Tur Trorn Srexer will follow the example of Mr. 
Roscoe and get their Assemblymen and Senators to 
declare their position. A few determined and well- 
posted champions of the Free Sunday can do a 
great deal in the legislature. What is first wanted 
in every reform is an intelligent and fearless leader. 
Let us hope that Mr. Vacheron is the right man in 
the right place. Since our last acknowledgment 
we hav received for the Sunday law fight the sums 
specified here: W. T. Galloway, 50 cents; Eliza W. 
Haines, $1.25; W. F. Davis, $1; W. H. H. Steb- 
bins, $1; Charles Wolsfeld, $1. We hope that 
after our readers hav carefully considered the state- 
ments made on the first editorial page this week 
they will come to our assistance still more freely 
and generously. Thera is very much to do and it 
cannot be done without the means to pay expenses. 
In addition to the sums acknowledged elsewhere 
we hav received for the Fleckten contest in Minne- 
sota $1 from Erwin Auffurth and $1 from Eliza W. 


Haines. 


: — . 

Among the superfluous inhabitants of this city is 
a Miss Rebecca Fream, who livs over on the East 
side and makes herself an intolerable nuisance to 
the poor people of that district who find them- 
selys under the necessity of trying to add a little to 
their scanty revenues by pursuing their humble vo- 
cations on the first day of the week, otherwise 
known as the priest's collection day. She also tor- 
ments the boys who play marbles and craps in the 
streets. Every Sunday she is out on her meddling 
mission, frightening the push cart peddlers here, 
grabbing the stakes of the boys there, and securing 
the arrest of the small shop keepers in some other 
place. She is never happy except when she is mak- 
ing better people miserable. Occasionally some of 
her victims snowball her, but she is impervious to 
all argument, even that of her own kind, physical 
force. It seems to be impossible to teach her good 


manners—she is so constituted that she is wholly 
unreceptivthereto. Last Sunday, after playing the 
organ at St. George’s Mission, she came out and had 
one poor man locked up for selling socks from a 
push-cart, another for selling furniture in his store, 
and a woman for supplying her customers with 
chickens. When justice is thus made the plaything 
of such smallealiber creatures it is very certain 
that Americans hav very little of which they can 
rightly be proud, for it must not be forgotten that 
the Rebecca Freams would be as harmless as the 
other fossils which lie on the museum shelvs if it 
were not for the law in whose shelter they carry on 
their thieving of the people's time, property, and 
liberty. The shame of it all is New York’s and 
America’s. Down with the infamous Sunday laws. 


The Freethought Letter Writing Corps will this 
week write to the New York Press. That paper, 
replying in a recent issue to a correspondent, says 
that while the inculcation of morality was not en- 
tirely lacking in the religions of India and China, 
Greece and Rome, “Christianity, however. sur- 
passes them all, for, unlike these ancient faiths, its 
keynote was not self-righteousness, but helpfulness 
to others, It taught that the highest religion con- 
sisted in the service of humanity.” How it taught 
the beauty of help to others and of service to 
humanity is illustrated in these resolutions adopted 
in 1860 by the American Presbyterian Assembly : 


**'To the Church of Christ throughout the world slavery 
is no new thing. It has not only existed for ages in the 
world, butit has existed under every dispensation of the 
covenant of grace in the church of God. Indeed, the 
first organization of the church as a visible society, sepa- 
rate and distinct from the unbelieving world, was inaugu- 
rated in the family of aslaveholder. Slavery again re- 
appears under the law. God sanctions it in the first table 
of the Decalogue, and Moses treats it as an institution to 
be regulated, not abolished ; legitimated, not condemned. 
We come down to the New Testament, and we find it 
again in the churches founded by the Apostles under the 
plenary inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 

** Moses and the Apostles alike sanctioned slavery. We 
cannot prosecute the argument in detail, but we have 
said enough, we think, to vindicate the position of the 
church. We have assumed no new attitude. We stand 
where the Church of God always has stood, from Abra- 
ham to Moses, from Moses to Christ, from Christ to the 
Reformers, and from the Reformers to ourselvs. We 
stand upon the fouudation of the prophets and the 
apostles, Jesus Christ himself being the corner stone. 
Shall the finger of scorn be pointed at us and our names 
be cast out as evil, because we utterly refuse to break 
communion with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, with 
Moses, David and Isaiah, with apostles and prophets and 
martyrs, with all the noble army of confessors who have 
gone to glory from a slaveholding country and a slave- 
holding church?” 


Many other ways in which Christianity revealed 
its love for. humanity will readily suggest them- 
selves to the intelligent members of the Corps. 


The Methodist Preachers’ Association recently 
adopted resolutions and presented them to Mayor 
Strong, declaring that 

‘* The legalizing of the liquor traffic on any part of the 
Lord’s day, either by a direct vote of the legislature or 
by giving the large cities an option so to do by à majority 
vote, would be a violation of the laws of God and of the 
principles and statutes which hav marked our nation's 
history, and that such course would bring untold evils 
upon the city, the state, and the nation." : 


Upon this the Hvening Post pertinently remarks 
that the “great principle which has ‘marked our 
nation’s history’ is the principle that the majority 
shall rule,” and that therefore the contention of the 
ministers that to giv the cities “an option by a ma- 
jority vote” to determin in what way they shall be 
governed would be a flagrant outrage, is absurd. 
The paper continues: “The absurdity of their po- 
sition can be made clear even to them by turning 
the case around. Suppose that a state law to-day 
authorized open saloons on Sunday, that a majority 
wanted to close them, and that the legislature re- 
fused to ‘giv them an option so to do by a majority 
vote) What an outrage the Methodist Preachers’ 
Association would consider such a denial of the 
right of the majority to rule! But it is just as 
great an outrage to deny this fundamental right of 
the majority when the majority is on the other side.” 
The current is setting in the direction of the self- 
government of cities in so far as the liquor traffic 
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on Sunday is concerned. But this is only a make- 


shift; we demand that all forms of business and 
recreation be as free from priestly trammels on 
Sunday as on other days. To the extent that local 
autonomy will help attain this very much needed 
end, well and good, but it must not be forgotten 
that the individual has certain reserved rights that 
no majority, local, state, or national, can trample 
upon with impunity, Among these is the inalien- 
able right to make such use of Sunday as he sees fit, 
always provided (logical minds do not require this 
last clause) that he invades not the like freedom of 
others. 


The Independent says that our cartoons often 
express far more than they were intended to do. Of 
one of the latest, representing the mastiff of Free- 
thought guarding the entrance to the Temple of 
Liberty, in which sits the goddess holding the 
shield of the Constitution, while without, kept at 
bay by Freethought, are such “smaller specimens 
of the same species” as the W. C. T. U., the Na- 
tional Reform Association, the Sabbath Union, and 
Catholicism, it observes: 

** The real lesson is, if Freethought were predominant, 
there would be no toleratien for the church, or temper- 
ance, or Sabbath, or other reforms. In other words, 
‘Freethought’ is not free thought at all, not a noble 
mastiff, but is of the genus Lupus. There is no freer 
thought in the world than Christian thought, and there 
is no liberty so broad and comprehensiv as that which 
obtains in Christian nations. It allows the same freedom 
to unbelief as to belief, while aggressiv unbelief would 
play the dog in the manger." - 

The Independent wel knows that the meaning 
of the cartoon was that the principle of Free- 
thought, the affirmation of the rightfuluess of the 
separation of state and church, is all that stands 
between the various reactionary forces of the Chris- 
tian church and the Constitution of the nation, 
which those reactionary forces are striving to rend 
and destroy. It knows that we would leave the 
church absolutely free to continue her work of 
evangelization, but that we demand that she shall 
prosecute that work at her own cost, and it itself 
agrees with us, so far as the taxation of church 
property is concerned. It knows that we would 
not place the slightest obstruction in the way of 
temperance, but that we earnestly protest against 
the prostitution of the cause of temperance for the 
benefit of the church and the strengthening of in- 
vasiv Sabbatarianism. It knows that we would in- 
terfere with no man who chooses to abstain from 
labor and participation in amusements on Sunday, 
but that we demand the opportunity for every in- 
habitant of the state to choose his own time for 
work and recreation, subject only to the conditions 
which the concessions made freely by himself and 
his fellows for convenience’ sake impose upon him 
and them. It knows that it is not true that ‘there 
is no freer thought in the world than Christian 
thought,” for it knows that the Christian is afraid 
to think freely for fear of his god and the devil and 
hell. That is, the rea? Christian—we are not talk- 
ing of the multitudes of rationalists who call them- 
selvs Christians for various reasons, the most of 
which reasons are not creditable to them as men 
and women. It knows that it is not true that 
* there is no liberty so broad and comprehensiv as 
that which obtains in Christian nations,” for it 
knows that in the ratio that a nation is actually 
Christian it is narrow and exclusiv, and that the 
same was true as regards the Christian nations of 
past ages. It knows that Christianity does not, 
when it possesses the power to deny it, allow “the 
same freedom to unbelief as to belief And finally, 
it knows that there is no evidence that “aggressiv 
unbelief would play the dog-in-the-manger," for 
there is scarcely a trace of aggressiv unbelief, in 
the sense that it would aggress upon the equal 
rights of the Christian. Practically all unbelievers 
demand only that the believer in supernaturalism 
shall cease to enjoy special privileges. 


— ————————— 


Tur Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 p.m., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members, 
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A Pious Congressman Twice Answered. 


To Hox. Erwan A. Morse, of Massachusetts, My 

Dear Sir: After reading in the Washington Post, 
of January 15th, & part of the sermon or lecture 
delivered by you on the evening of the 14th, in the 
Eastern Presbyterian church of Washington, I 
could not refrain from answering the statements 
your are reported to hav made, wishing it tobe well 
understood that I hav no fears regarding Mr. In- 
gersoll’s ability to defend himself and his position 
without my aid, but at the same time I deem it im- 
perativ that the “Infidels” of this country and of 
other countries as well stand firm for truth. “If 
the Bible pertains to anything it pertains to the 
concerns of the soul. Concerns which outweigh the 
concerns of time as eternity is longer than time, 
hence it is a matter of great consequence that we 
come to study this book with a teachable spirit, 
and with a desire to know the truth.” “If the 
Bible pertains to anything it pertains to the soul !" 
Will you, sir, please tell me where in all the Bible 
proper, the Old Testament, can be found one line 
wherein is claimed for the soul a future state of ex- 
istence as Christians of to-day use the word? Not 
in one single place can it be found, not once hay 
there been promises made of a city celestial and life 
eternal, where the souls of men will liv forever and 
sing praises before the throne of God. When you 
run over the references where the word soul is 
used in the Bible proper you will find that nearly 
every one of them refers you to some passage in 
the New Testament, which is itself a book added to 
the Bible within the last few centuries. Trace the 
word soul back and you will find that it did not 
mean something to liv eternally, as we now under- 
stand it. Some authors claim it to hav meant life, 
others mind, as pertaining to thought. Now, Mr. 
Morse, we see in our insane asylums demented and 
idiotic ones whose minds are entirely gone, their 
lives a total blank, thus proving from a Christian 
standpoint that many are born here without a soul 
and many more lose their souls and yet remain 
alive, and some reach great age. What disposition 
will God make of these blanks—these soulless 
ones? You know, Mr. Morse, that God is no re- 
specter of persons; then how could he create men 
with great souls like yours and Ingersoll’s, and at 
the same time create so many soulless ones after 
making mansions and telling us to pray for an en- 
trance thereinto? You know that the soul, life, or 
mind, is that which will make that entrance. “If 
the Bible pertains to anything it pertains to the 
concerns of the soul." ‘The Bible proper is a vast 
record of bloody battles, and villainous murders, 
yet in no instance do we find records to prove that 
requiems were sung for the repose in the future 
life of the souls of the butchered victims. No, 
prayer only for aid to kill instead of being killed. 
‘Women had no souls until a very late date; not, in 
fact, until the seventh century was it admitted by 
those wise saints and Christian fathers that the 
laws of the Bible pertained to the female except as 
an appendix to man. She had no soul before then, 
and even at this date there is in Russia a religion 
which teaches the same. Yet woman came under 
church laws and priestly tyranny just as strictly as 
if she had an immortal soul. Now, Mr. Morse, 
what became of all those half-souled people who 
lived before the seventh century? In fact, may I 
inquire how a soulless mother could produce male 
children with souls and female children without 
souls? l 

“Concerns which outweigh the concerns of time 
as eternity is longer than time, hence it is a matter 
of great consequence that we come to study this 
book with a teachable spirit and with a desire to 
know the truth.” Accepting this as correct, do you 
remember, sir, that from the fifth century until the 
close of the fifteenth century the Bible as scripture 
was a forbidden book; that a Comstock law was 
in existence then which prohibited the reading or 
studying of it, and that a bill was introduced in Par- 
liament closing to the laity that volume which you 
say teaches the separation of time from eternity? 
May I ask what will or has become of the souls of 
those men who knew of your book only as they 
were taught that they were liable to be struck dead 
if they touched it? 

You tell us, sir, to come with a teachable spirit. 
It is well you did not advise your hearers to come 
with an inquiring spirit, for I never yet hav seen 
the person who could withstand the doubt and un- 
belief that enter his mind when reading the Bible 
in a spirit of inquiry. Sir, you struck the key note 
—keep the people teachable on lines of religion, of 
Christianity, and you keep them from progress, 
from mental freedom, and from knowledge. 

What do you mean by “time and eternity"? This 
earth has been here for millions of years. Men 
lived and died as far back as we hav records. I 
suppose their time ceased and their. eternity began 


when they died, yet to all the rest of us their eter- 
nity is just time? Or hav their souls remained all 
these years in a state of suspended duration, wait- 
ing for eternity to begin? You cannot to save your 
life define the word eternity without using the word 
time or some of its synonyms. Why the distinction, 
since there is no difference? 

“Mr. Ingersoll wants to know who was Cain’s 
wife, or who was Melchisedec’s father.” These 
questions, though unanswerable, are trifling. Why 
bother the brain over them? What I want to know 
is, Who made God? Who was his companion? for 
there were at least two gods, since he said, “ Let 
us make man in our own image.” We are also told 
that God made all thiigs—*« without him was not 
any thing made that was made.” Then surely he 
was his own creator. Talmage once said that he 
created this world out of his omnipotence. Prob- 
ably you can tell us whether or not he made himself 
out of the same raw material. If he did, who or 
what created omnipotence? 

* He wants to know forty thousand senseless ques- 
tions that are of no earthly concern whatever.” I dis- 
agree with you there, for one question that Inger- 
soll asks is certainly of earthly use, namely, ** What 
pleasure or what consolation can possibly be afford- 
ed priests by preaching eternal damnation for a 
human soul” Can you tell wherein lies the pleas- 
ure? Now, Mr. Morse, suppose I ask this question, 
* What shall I do to gain eternal life?” and suppose 
you answer, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.” Then suppose further that I 
hav been a student of nature's laws, and I refuse; 
I cannot believe the story of the miraculous con- 
ception of Christ. And suppose, again, that I hav 
been a student of history, and refuse to accept the 
story of the New Testament, knowing that there. 
are no records of any kind whatever of Christ until 
nearly two hundred years after his death. In that 
contingency, what am I to do about inheriting eter- 
nal life? 

You quote this from the Bible: * He that believ- 
eth on me, though he were dead, yet shall he liv.” 
Allow me also to quote some from your book: 


For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth 
beasts; even one thing befalleth them : as the one dieth 
so dieth the other; yea, thev hav all one breath ; so that 
a man hath no preeminence above a beast ; for all is van- 
ity. All go unto one place. all are of the dust, and all 
turn to dust again. Who knoweth the spirit of man that 
goeth upward, and the spirit of beast that goeth down- 
ward to the earth ? (Ecol. iii, 19-21). For to him that is 
joined to all the living there is hope; for a living dog is 
better than a dead lion. For the living know that they shall 
die ; but the dead know not anything, neither hav they 
any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. 
Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy is now 
perished; neither hav they any more a portion forever in 
anything that is done under the sun (ix, 4-6). 


Besides these there is that passage where we find 
that if a tree falls to the north or to the south, there 
it shall lie. 

* Mr. Ingersoll says there are three hundred con- 
tradictions in this book." Yes, sir, there are nearly 
if not quite one thousand perfectly plain, flat con- 
tradictions in your Bible, your word of God; and 
not only is it replete with self-contradictions, but 
that learned English divine, Dr. John Mills, who 
made the Bible a study for thirty years, boldly 
asserted that he had found more than eighty thou- 
sand different ways of reading that book. Can you 
still claim, then, that this relic of barbarism, igno- 
rance, and superstition, which can be read and 
understood eighty thousand different ways, is the 
inspired work of divinity, and that it is infallible 
and the only hope we hav of the life beyond? You 
claim that the book is all right if rightly understood, 
yet we are taught in it “that wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein.” Now, which of these 
eighty thousand readings is right, and who has 
erred? 

« While he was on his way to deliver his last blas- 
phemous lecture in this city, there was an average 
of two churches a day built in this country.” Yes, 
and on an average two million persons went hungry, 
or hunger, debt, and destitution stared them in the 
face. A queer God you hav. How can you expect 
sensible people, educated people, with a spark of 
humanity in them, to bow on naked knees on cold 
and costly stones, and kiss the richly carved altars 
of God’s own temple, while the wolf of hunger is 
driving them on to despair or theft, suicide or mur- 
der? Answer, thou Representativ of the People! 

“Ingersoll is as powerless to stop the progress 
of the gospel as a chipping squirrel sitting on a 
railroad track would be to stop the Chicago light- 
ning express, or as a bobolink, sitting on the fence, 
to stop the rising sun.” Ingersoll is not the stop- 
ping power, Mr. Morse; he is merely a man endowed 
with a spirit of investigation, and grand and fearless 
in owning and expressing his belief respecting 
religion. The power which is stopping the gospel 
is thought—education, progress, and science. This 
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is the force which cannot be stopped— not now; 
though the time was when you Christians hindered 
it. That time is past; you, with all your gods and 
Christs, priests and churches, stand merely as stum- 
bling-blocks in the path of progress. 

* And I say, God pity the man who dashes him- 
self against the bosses of Jehovah's buckler.” Mr. 
Morse, you seem to forget that some power, call it 
progress, science, or Ingersoll, has compelled men 
to spend thousands of dollars within the last two 
decades in getting out a new version of the Bible 
that will keep pace with thought. You seem to 
forget that that bigoted, tyrannical body of fanat- 
ical zealots, called the Presbyterian church, has been 
driven within the last three years into changing its 
“scheme of salvation.” What has done this? 
Progress, sir, and neither you nor your God can 
stop its wheels. 

* Mr. Ingersoll says that the Bible is a bad book, 
and it is not fit to be readin the family.” Anyhow, 
friend, here in Kansas a man was recently arrested 
and is still under bonds, awaiting trial, for sending 
just one verse of your pure book through the mails. 
This is J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kan. I hav in 
my library a book of 169 pages, “ The Holy Bible 
(Abridged),” compiled from King James's transla- 
tion, which is just a collection of the vulgar and 
obscene verses of your book, and I often wonder 
why we never see any of this part of the Bible on 
the Sunday-school Bible lesson leaves? If the 
book is so pure, why garble it? 

* Mr. Ingersoll says that a religious life is a life 
of melancholy.” Mr. Morse, I hav known several 
and hav heard of hundreds more who hav gone in- 
sane over the fear that they might innocently and 
ignorantly commit the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
for which, you know, there is no forgivness. Others 
hav gone crazy over the thought that they might 
gain life eternal and their beloved companions or 
darling children might be cast into hell fire. 

* Of all the cheerful, happy men who walk the 
face of the earth is the man whose sins are forgiven 
and whose peace is made with God.” Mr. Morse, 
you never saw a really cheerful, happy, contented 
person who was & stanch Christian. How can a 
person be happy and contented knowing that mill- 
ions are being swept into hell every day? No, sir; 
a Christian is one who prays continually for the re- 
mission of sins. Why, the world is full of sins, and 
a true Christian is always crying over them, “for 
each sin demands a tear,” you know. Christianity, 
happiness, and sin, are three things which cannot 
exist together. . 

* Mr. Ingersoll is reported to hav asked, ‘How do 
you know that there is such a god as the God of 
the Bible? " My little five-year-old boy, Wendell 
Phillips, puts it in this way: “ Mamma, if there is a 
God, why doesn’t he come down and show himself? 
—then we would believe." You say, * We might 
ask Ingersoll if he has seen his own brains" Now, 
Mr. Morse, candidly, this is the weakest point you 
hav tried to make. ‘I certainly know that there is 
such a person as Queen Victoria, yet I never saw 
her. Thousands of human bodies hav been dissected 
and though there is a difference of quality and. of 
quantity, yet the possession of brains by every ver- 
tebrated animal is a fact established by universal 
observation and experience, Ingersoll therefore has 
conclusiv evidence that his brain exists, although he 
has not seen it; but in no authentic records do we 
learn that anyone has seen God. Not in all the 
cycles, among all the innumerable millions of peo- 
ple who hav inhabited this globe, has even one seen 
God or seen anyone else who had. Nor has anyone 
seen his handiwork except as they hav called Nature 
such. Then why not study Nature, and cease to 
worship a myth which ignorance and superstition 
hav placed behind it ? Yours for truth, 

Erra SEMPLE, 
Pres. Kansas Freethought Association. 
Ottawa, Kan. 


AN AUDITOR'B REMARKS. 


A short time ago I listened to an address by the 
Hon. Elijah A. Morse, M.C., at the Eastern Presby- 
terian church in this city on the subject, ** Chris- 
tianity vs. Infidelity.” 

As a lover of Freethought and truth, and as a 
believer in the exercise of reason and common 
sense, I feel constrained to reply to this address; 
and as the pulpit is deemed too sacred a place for 
an Infidel to occupy while expressing his honest 
convictions, I shall offer my reply through Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

The gentleman’s remarks only again exemplify 
some of the modern Christian ideas of religious 
discussion. The objects and ends of his speech 
may be summed up as follows: First, to prove the 
genuinness of the Christian religion by citing the 
testimony of men who hav lived and died believing 
in its teachings ; second, to show that Infidelity ig 
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premeditated, and that all Infidels are fools, led by 
Bob Ingersoll, the great Infidel fool paramount. 
He revived the death-bed story of Daniel Web- 
ster, who seems tô be a standing witness and 
referee in all controversies over the validity of 
Christianity; and also introduced the testimony of 
Other men, great and small, who had lived and 
died in tlie Obristian faith; and this alone was his 
proof of its genuinfiess He urges that this is 
sufficient evidenee to convince any sensible man, 


and desigtiates as fools all who, after hearing of such | à 


?étiowned confessions, are stubborn enough to doubt. 
Probably Mr. Mors forgets that every other re- 


ligious faith is provided with an abundance of the | E 


same kind of testimony as to its validity. He for- 
gets that the savage Indian, although he has never 
read of the flood, or the “feast of the passover," 
and knows nothing whatever of the atonement, dies 
with as bright a hope of reaching the happy hunt- 
ing ground as Daniel Webster had of heaven. He 
has forgotten that the Jews wrote the Bible he 
adores, and produced the Christ he defends; yet 
they denounce as a blasphemous lie the divinity of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Is it possible that the Bible is 
the only correct and truthful story the Jews ever 
wrote! Am I obliged to believe it beeaüre Daniel 
"Webster did! Does the mere believing à &tory 
make it true? If so, what shall I do about Mo- 
hammedanism? People believe that. What about 
Catholicism? That is only another form of recog: 
nizing and worshiping Mr. Morse’s messiah, yet he 
does not recommend or approve of it, even though 
some of the greatest men hav testified to its validity 
in the hour of death. He lays down a general rule, 
which he declares sufficient to convince any sensible 
Polen, yeb when this rule is applied to anything 

esides faith in Jesus Christ, he positivly refuses to 
řeĉogniže it. 

If the testimony of men who believe in a theory 
is to be accepted as conclusi¥ proof of its correct- 
ness, then every religion that has ever been advo- 
cated by any nation or tongue is as well established 
as Christianity; and if we accept one as genuin 
upon such testimony, we are bound to accept all. 

What a misfortune that Mr. Ingersoll is such a 
fool! What a pity that the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and Mr. Morse did not endow 
. the Colonel with brains like those of Christian 

folks! brains capable of absorbing the most palpa- 
ble absurdities without asking a question? Why 
was he not gifted with a mind strong enough to 
harmonize, with clear and easy reconciliation, all the 
obvious inconsistencies and manifest incongruities, 
as well as the three hundred and over positiv con- 
tradictions, found in holy writ; with an intellect 
able to conceive of inconsistency as a virtue, dis- 
cordance as a tower of strength, incongruity as cor- 
foboration, and contradiction as the noblest work of 
an infinit God! It is remarkably strange that such 
a “fool” has been permitted torun ut large so long. 

But why do Mr. Morse and his millions of Chris- 
tian fellows so envy the eloquence and intellectual 
superiority of Mr. Ingersoll? Why do they hesi- 
tate to giv him either justice or a hearing? Why 
do they seek so diligently to find even a flaw in his 
noble and spotless character, with which as a wea- 
pon they might strike reason and common sense 
another blow? Why, instead of these tutil at- 
tempts to injure the reputation of Mr. Ingersoll, 
do they not pray for him to become a Christian 
minister, and thereby bring into the field at least 
one man who will use argument instead of dogma, 
reason instead of miracle, and candor instead of 
` cowardly innuendo? 

Mr. Morse denies the charge of Mr. Ingersoll 
that the Bible is an immoral book. He answers 
this charge by asking, “Did reading the Bible 
make your father a bad man? Did reading the 
Bible make your mother a bad woman?” This is 
his argument. Is it not thorough and convincing ? 
The worst criminals of modern ages hav been Chris- 
tians, and the most monstrous crimes hav been 
committed by the most zealous believers. There is 
nothing in the Bible, apart from the morality it in- 
cidentally teaches, to discourage the commission of 
crime ; on the other hand, the proffer of forgivness 
places a premium upon it. Who fill our jails and 
penitentiaries, and houses of prostitution? Ask 
the criminal, and almost invariably he confesses his 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. What do we hear 
from the gallows? Songs of praise to Jesus of 
Nazareth, from the lips of a criminal whose victim, 
we are told by the Presbyterian minister, is at that 
moment writhing in an everlasting hell! Isn’t this 
a blessed doctrin? From the pearly gates the 
eriminal will soon see his victim in hell! With due 
respect for all honest believers of this creed, I want 


to stop right here long enough to say, Damn such 


a doctrin ! 


Mr. Morse charges that Mr. Ingersoll is lecturing year, for the sum of only $6.50. 
-for money: I am astonished that a member of ticulars 
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Congress should make such an accusation. Surely 
nothing could hav occurred in his own upright pub- 
lie life that would lead his mind to entertain this 
suspicion! He says: “Mr. Ingersoll is as power- 
less to check the progress of Christianity as a 
squirrel on a railroad track is to stop the Chicago 
lightning express; or a bobolink, sitting on the 
fence, to prevent the sut from rising." This may 
be true, but if so, how do yoü account for the 
progress of Infidelity? Tt is gaining ground every 
ay and every hour. Every glad moment some 
gloomy, despondent Christian mind is penetrated 
and illumined by the irresistible light of reason. 
very moment some sad heart, burdened by Chris- 
tian dogmas and theological absurdities, is being 
reached and relieved by the acceptance of common 
sense.  Éverywhere and at all times mental ac- 
tivity and free thought are taking the place of 
misery and long-suffering for Christ’s sake. Infidel 
papers and Infidel books are read all over the land 
by the countless thousands of good people who 
once believed in Jesus Christ, but who now prefer 
common sense to orthodoxy, and would sell their 
interest in the child-of Bethlehem at a considerable 
discount. I might add here also that Mr. Morse, 
with all the ministers of the gospel, and the combined 
priesthood, are likewise as powerless to check the 
progress of free thought and reason and the intel- 
ligent exercise of common sense (which lead directly 
to Infidelity) as a crippled ground-mouse would be 
to reverse the Niagara Falls or a New Jersey 
musketo to alter the laws of gravitation. Besides, 
his attempt to belittle Colonel Ingersoll is as futil 
and cowardly as his efforts hav been to support 
Christianity. He might as well employ his time 
throwing feathers against a brick wall Why does 
he stand up in the pulpit and openly denounce all 
persons as fools simply because they do not believe 
in Jesus Christ? If I am a fool, he shows his God 
very little respect in ridiculing his handiwork by 
telling people so publicly. Itis certainly no com- 
pliment to God as an author to be told so often 
that his works are imbecil. If God is as sensitiv 
to such insinuations as he is to being disbelieved, 
or to the rejection of his son Jesus, or even the 
mocking of his bald-headed prophet Elisha by 
some little children, he will make it warm for 
Brother Morse some day. 

A fool is rather to be pitied than denounced, and 
I should judge that a God would experience con- 
siderable humiliation on a public day to hear one of 
his chosen flock charging from the pulpit that a 
certain man was a fool, when probably the almighty 
had expended all his ingenuity on that fellow, even 
hoping to make of him a member of Congress or & 
minister of the gospel. We are taught that idiots 
are already saved; that they alone are saved with- 
out faith in Jesus. How enviable, then, is their 
condition! The next grade, I suppose, are those 
who are saved by faith. : 

Mr. Morse closed his discussion in the usual way 
by branding as a fool and on a sure road to hell, 
everyone who would not giv his adherence to the 
man who said, “Believe in me and you shall hav 
everlasting life." He attacked with much bitter- 
ness the consolation offered by Mr. Ingersoll at the 
grave of his brother. What kind of consolation 
would Mr. Morse giv at the grave of & man who 
did not believe, or even & man who believed, but 
had neglected the means of grace, or at the grave 
of a Hindoo, or a Roman Catholic? How sweet 
would be annihilation compared to such consola- 
tion as he would offer! 

The speaker gavean unfailing cure for Infidelity, 
and I hav copied the recipe for use in my own case. 
It is as follows: to wit, “Read the Bible with a 
prayerful heart and a sincere desire to understand 
its teachings." He would better hav said, * Lay it 
away, don’t think about it, don’t talk about it, ġe- 
lieve it. Ignorance is far better than education, for 
the ignorant believe without thinking and without 
comprehending or understanding. They are willing 
to accept as true the most unreasonable statements 
and obvious impossibilities without hesitation, ex- 
planation, or proof.” These are the kind of people 
that Mr. Morse calls “smart ;” but those who ask 
questions, exercise reason and judgment, and finally 
doubt, and produce irresistible and unanswerable 
argument against Christianity, are, in his judgment, 
« fools.” M. O. WINFREY. 

Washington, D. C. 


Observations. 


I once predicted, and hav always been anxious to 
repeat the offense, that the first exploit of enfran- 
chised woman, clothed with authority to legislate, 
would be a vote for theparson. That was a miscue, 
for the facts are otherwise. The Hon. Mrs. Holly, 
of the Colorado legislature, who is the only honor- 
able lady I now call to mind, has introduced a bill 
for the taxation of church property. More power 
to her. It is true that the honorable membress has 
caused the passage of a law raising the age of con- 
sent, which is objected to as likely to encourage 
girls to lie. but all must concede to women a supe- 
rior knowledge of the matter involved, as well as 
the right, if either sex possesses it, to enact appro- 
priate legislation. In view of the legal and other 
disabilities that man has imposed upon woman, it 
would only serve him with stern justice if she were 
to covenant with her sisters not to consent at all. 


Dispraise of the late encyclical of the pope of 
Rome, in which document that blasé functionary 
hinted that the Catholic church would appreciate 
an increase of patronage and favors from the local 
authorities, has set his hired men about the task of 
showing that he did not mean what he said. The 
first one of these to be heard from is the Very Rev. 
Augustus F. Hewit, superior-general of the Paulist 
Fathers. How a very reverend person differs in 
degree from one who is not very reverend, I am 
not prepared to say; neither do I care a damn, as 
the saying is; but'whatever his position, Mr. Hewit 
has attempted to deceive the people, and must be 
summoned to descend. 

Two weeks since I quoted some lines from the 
encyclical, in which the author of that document 
said that while the church in this country is free to 
liv and act without hindrance, being “unopposed 
by the Constitution and government of your na- 
tion, fettered by no hostil legislation, and protected 
against violence by the common laws and the im- 
partiality of the tribunals,” nevertheless “it would 
be very erroneous to draw the conclusion that in 
America is to be sought the type of the most desirable 
status of the church, or that it would be universally 
lawful or expedient for state and church to be, as 
in America, dissevered and divorced.” Such is the 
language of the pope. Now Mr. Augustus F. 
Hewit, the very reverend person before mentioned, 
offers the surmise that this 


Has been inserted, not as having a bearing upon Amer- 
ica, but in view of some other countries, to prevent 
would-be innovators on their order from applying the 
commendation given to the American system in view of 
the particular state of things in this republic to other na- 
tions where it is diverse. 


Not very luminous writing, but I am under the 
necessity of reproducing his words in order to 
quote them. They mean that the pope is not, as 
he says he is, dissatisfied with the state of affairs 
here, but would not like to see church and state 
divorced in countries where they are now united. 

There is no warrant at all for putting Mr. Hewit's 
construction on the language of the encyclical, for 
in a sentence immediately following what has here 
been quoted from it, his holiness says that the 
growth and prosperity of the church in America is 
to be attributed, not to the freedom she enjoys, but 
« By all means to the fecundity with which God has 
endowed her.” And then he adds: 

She would bring forth more abundant fruits if, in ad- 
dition to liberty, she enjoyed the favor of the laws and 
the patronage of the public authority. 

This means one of two things—either that the 
pope is satisfied with the condition of the church in 
America and does not desire to see her bringing 
forth more abundant fruits than she is now produc- 
ing; or, that he wishes her to be more abundantly 
fruitful, and therefore would hav her enjoy “the 
favor of the laws and the patronage of the public 
authority.” 

Let me rub it in a little deeper. 
Says: 

The church among you, unopposed by the Constitution 
and government of your nation, fettered by no hostil 
legislation, protected against violence by the common 
laws and the impartiality of the tribunals, is free to liv 
and act without hindrance. 


That is true, but does the pope say that it is sat- 
isfactory—that it is sufficient? He does not so say: 
He does not say that it is satisfactory or desirable 
in this country or elsewhere, but he does say: 

It would be very erroneous to draw the conclusion 


that in America is to be sought the type of the most 
desirable status of the church. 


And as to the sufficiency of what America grants 
to the church, does he acknowledge it? He does 
not. If he did, why should he throw out this 
feeler t— 


But she would bring forth more abundant fruits if, in 
addition to liberty, she enjoyed the favor of the laws and 
the patronage of the public authority. 


One who is not very reverend, and therefore per- 


The encyclical 


Perhaps some of our readers hav not called the 
attention of their friends to the fact that. we make 
several excellent premium offers to both new and 
old subscribers, the most conspicuous of which 
‘is the proposition to send Putnam’s splendid 
work, “Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
| which sells for $5, and Tur Teura Szexer for one 
For further par- 
pee page 114. 
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mitted to be candid, would surmise that if the lan- | 


guage addressed to the archbishops and bishops of 
America had been intended for the edification of 
those of other countries, it would hav been sent to 
them by a more direct route than by way of the 
brethren of the United States and through the me- 
dium of the English tongue. 

But when Mr. Hewit has finished surmising that 
the pope wants the separation of church and state 
maintained, he uses language which shows that he 
is himself of another opinion. Says he: 


It is un-American for the state to ally itself with the 
sect of the secularist. 


Ican only with gentleness admonish Mr. Hewit 
that a state is a sect of secularists, so far as secu- 
larists can be sectarian. Whether the state allying 
itself to itself would be un-American is a matter in 
which a conclusion is not to be too hastily formed. 
« Un-American” is a term not universally under- 
standed of the people, who only know that whom 
the demagogs would destroy they first call un-Amer- 
ican. 

When the church asks favors of the state, as when 
a “respectable female solicits the patronage of a 
gentleman of means,” the object, I infer, is some 
sort of union. If the widowed spouse of Christ is 
looking for consolation outside of a legal union the 
act is altogether inconsistent with her professed 
code of morals. I think she is intriguing for the 
nuptials. Any way, she gains nothing in respecta- 
bility by denying it while the present relations are 
maintained. 


When I was running a paper on the Pacific coast 
a contributor insisted on sending me poetry for 
publication. Fora time I whipped it into shape 
and printed it, but finally I got tired and announced 
that if he did not cease sending me poems I would 
print one of them just as he wrote it. Thereupon 
he * dropped," and I hav not known him to write 
&ny poetry since. But the penalty wherewith I 
threatened him has fallen upon myself: Mr. H. L. 
Green, Editor of the Freethought Magazine, wrote 
me not long ago for a sketch of my checkered ca- 
reer out of which he'might get a biography to ac- 
company my picture in his monthly publication. I 
accommodated him with a roughly written piece, 
and instead of rewriting it in his well-known terse 
and forceful style he reproduces my words without 
modification. I call that an inelegant thing to do, 
and inconsistent for a man who believes in a cen- 
sorship of the press. 

Mr. Green asks me four questions, as follows. 
They touch upon a subject whereabout my interest 
has for the time relaxed, but since ignoring them 
might be deemed discourteous, I will reproduce 
and answer them. Says he: 

1. Are you in favor of having the law against religious 
persecution, against rape, and against arson repealed? 

No, Iam not. The commission of these crimes 
invades the liberty of their victims. I would aug- 
ment the penalties for such outrages. His next is: 

8. ‘Ii the ** Comstock Law ” was so amended, as Colonel 
Ingersoll claims it should be, so that it could be used for 
no purpose but to prevent real obscene matter passing 
through the mails, after such amendment, would you de- 
sire to hav it repealed? f 

Yes. I would not compromise with Comstock. 
Repeal his law and abolish him. 

8. Are you in favor of allowing real obscene literature 
to be sent through the United States mails? - 

I am not afraid to say yes to that. The meaning 
of mail matter is not a question to be considered by 
the postman. 

4, Would you be in favor of having all laws repealed 
by which innocent people sometimes suffer? If yes, then 
would not that be equivalent to asking that there be no 
laws, as innocent people sometimes suffer under any law? 

That is not pertinent, but it may be answered 
thus: If on the whole the enforcement of a law 
works greater hardship than its infraction, I would 
hay it repealed. The question between Mr Green 
and myself, I apprehend, is one of method. If his 
right hand offended him, he would cut it off. If 
his neighbor offended him, he would lock him up. 
I, however, would first inquire whether the griev- 
ance was a real or imagined one. I have never 
believed that my opinion about literature would be 
-any nearer right if it was enforced by law. Admit- 
ting the evil of bad books and bad pictures, I guess 
that we shall be safer if we make ourselvs proof 
against their influence than we shall be if we depend 
upon & law to suppress them. At least, we shall 
know that in the observance of a Jaw, we are not 
oppressing anyone unjustly. Giv us more back- 
bone. Make us more robust, and let us get out of 
the cradle. Casting our sins on Jesus and fortify- 
ing our weaknesses with laws are, in my judgment, 
equally unmanly. My independence of Comstock 
as a moral nurse is hereby declared. 

Gzo. E. Macponatp. z 


` News and Notes. 


I was delighted to meet Col. J. A. Zabriskie 
at Tucson, who is one of the finest orators of the 
West, and an enthusiastic reformer. He is thor- 
oughly acquainted with this great country; has 
traveled extensivly and occupied many official posi- 
tions, and has had superior advantages for the 
study of American life. Especially is he well posted 
regarding the language, customs, and tendencies 
of the Mexican people, and the work of their great 
leaders. Mexico is a truly wonderful country; 
wonderful in its scenery, wonderful in its changing 
history, and wonderful in the triumph of Liberal 
ideas over the dark rule of the priesthood. In 
many respects Mexico is in advance of our own 
country in political movements; although the 
church has still a terrible grip upon the masses; 
while the intelligent Mexican gentleman is a Free- 
thinker. Mexico has a brilliant career before it if 
men like Diaz can hold the sway. Colonel Zabris- 
kie has visited Mexico, mingled with its people 
widely and has written one of the best books on 
Mexico that I hav yet seen. It is full of informa- 
tion, given in a sparkling and vigorous manner. 
The Colonel is a keen observer, he looks with the 
eyes of science and is animated with the spirit of 


Freethought, and his facil pen has furnished a most 


interesting account of a beautiful land and a 
strange and varied people, over whom is the ro- 
mance of the immeasurable past and the dreams of 
& poetic future, jeweled with nature’s richest prizes. 

Gen. Thomas F. Wilson is another of our promi- 
nent Freethinkers in Tucson who does not fear 
to stand by his colors. Isaac E. Crum, in Cali- 
fornia, Texas, and in Arizona, has always taken the 
brunt of the battle. In all three of these states he 
has been my fellow worker and aided materially in 
the success of the cause. Judge F. K. Miller, E. 
W. Smith, A. J. Davidson, J.-C. Etchells, Charles 
Etchells, are among the old-time comrades. I was 
pleased to meet Mr. James Hay, recently from Eng- 
land, where he was in the Secular ranks. He is now 
on the roll of Tue Taura Srexzr, with George 
Pusch, Carl Carlson, and others. An addition of 
over fifty names was made to the Freethought Feb- 
eration. The A.P. A. is working vigorously against 
the Catholic power, which in this community, com- 
posed so largely of the old Mexican element, is 
quite powerful, and a political battle ison hand. I 
am under obligations to Wm. Reid for the kindly 
use of his opera house, which was of great aid to 
our meetings. Among those on the list of member- 
ship are Jacob Schreck, C. Schumacher, Richard 
Star, W. F. Dyer, W. C. Knox, Wm. Siewert, David 
Kennedy, W. F. Roth, B. F. Zabriskie, David L. 
Hughes, Alex. Ezekiels, Emanuel Drachman, and 
M. R. Slater. If we can only keep together and 
perfect the local organization a very radical work 
can be accomplished at Tucson. The predominance 
of the Catholic church is an incentiv to reform. 
The nesessity for eternal vigilance is seen. The 
church is doing what it can to destroy the public 
school. The Jesuit emmisaries are activ. We see 
much of that same insidious and treacherous power 
which came so near destroying the liberties of 
Mexico. The old Spanish monks came to Tucson 
almost immediately after the conquest by Cortez. 
A church over three hundred years old is near by. 
I understand that through the efforts of Senator 
Teller of Colorado, one thousand dollars was appro- 
priated by Congress for the repairing of this church, 
and still all who enter the church are charged fifty 
cents admission by the priests, who of course 
pocket these proceeds, at the same time they are 
aided by the public treasury. This is a specimen 
of the way priests and politicians play into each 
other’s hands and rob the people. 

However, Tuscon is getting to be quite Ameri- 
canized. It is coming into line with the progress 
of the age. The modern elegance mingles with its 
ancient appearances and brick and marble take the 
place of adobe. About ten thousand years ago this 
country was evidently a garden, glittering with 
canals, and many colored fruits and flowers and I 
do not see, with modern skill, why it cannot flourish 
with the same adornments, and produce the same 
material wealth; and lay the foundation of a high 
civilization. oof 

I leave Tucson in the middle of the night, and 
travel until the morning sun is aflame in the heav- 


-ens, when I arrive at Phoonix, the chief city of Ari- 


zona, which certainly fronts the future with golden 
colors. I was pleased to meet Dr. Miller, who 
came from Prescott to join our forces here, and 
who gave renewed spirit to our work, and so 
Pheonix has been 2 most successful point. I gave 
two lectures and I think that about five hundred 
people were present at each lecture, and they were 
enthusiastically in sympathy with the ideas pre- 
sented. I feel that we hav had quite a brilliant 


culmination of our territorial campaign in these 
crowded meetings at the capital of the territory. 
Members of the legislature, now in session, were 
present. At the close of the lecture Thursday 
evening, the members of the Freethought Federa- 
tion organized. J. B. Lacy was chosen president, 
Joseph Bowyer, secretary, and J. H. W. Jensen, 
treasurer. These are stanch Freethinkers; Mr. 
Lacy is president of the city gas works company, 
and is a prominent citizen—Jensen is an old-timer, 
has been in Phoenix I think ever since its birth, and 
has always been at the front. Mr. Bowyer is a new 
man in our ranks at this point and is a determined 
worker. Among others at Phoenix, is Joe Thalhiem- 
er, who furnished the Secular Pilgrim with plenty of 
good things. If any Freethinker ever strikes 
Pheonix he had better take quarters at the Central 
Hotel. Frank Wagner, on the roll of Taz Trova 
SEEKER, took me out to his ranch, and introduced 
me to his wife and children, who I guess will be 
Freethinkers as time rolls on. J. R. Cram also 
comes upon the list. J. B. Mullen is a neighbor of 
Jensen on the Gila river, and a soldier to the end of 
the campaign. R. N. Upton, James McNamara, 
John Lewis, John Hurley, Hans Herlich, and A. E. 
Pitkin are in the same company. I was glad to- 
meet T. B. Weller, formerly of Colfax, Wash., 
Dettmer whom I first met at Dillon, Montana, 
and Tony Ferris, who was 8 contributor to the 
work at Tucson three years ago. Mrs. Hawley, 
Mrs. Rembert, and others of the ladies are not 
afraid to be allies of advanced thought. I like 
Phoenix and hope it will always remain as promis- 
ing as to-day. The population is constantly in- 
creasing, coming and going like the waves of the 
sea; but Phosnix may boast of the finest climate on 
the globe. Salt River valley can be made one of 
the most fertil domains. Peach trees are already 
in bloom and oranges flash their yellow splendors. 
The strawberries here are simply delicious, and 
make one wish to liv forever in this happy valley. 
Here is the nectar of the gods. The only trouble 
is that the softness and luxuriance of the climate 
are apt to make the blood thin, and it needs occa- 
sionally an incursion from the Northern country to 
keep the blood flowing and the mind at its- best. 
And this is continually happening. The billows of 
immigration are perpetually flashing at this central 
point. The Arizona Central railroad recently built 
by the indomitable energy of Frank Murphy, from 
Ash Fork to Prescott and on to Pheonix will open 
great avenues of trade, and advance the country to 
new prosperity. Arizona will present a marvellous 
change in the next decade, and I want the flag of 
Freethought to float over it with increased brill- 
iance. 

I am obliged to be aroused from my slumbers at 
3 o'clock Friday, February 8th, in order to take 
the stage for the end of the railroad now only 
twenty miles distant. Dr. Miller and myself are 
comrades on this journey. We take the train at 8 
o'clock am, and at 6 r.m. are in Prescott. We 
climb again into the snowy mountains and breathe 
the crisp air of winter in contrast to. the summer- 
like beauty in which we reveled during the morning 
hours. On arrival at Prescott we hav a jolly sup- 
per at Dr. Miller’s, and with our keen appetites try 
to demolish an enormous roast beef that would de- 
light the heart of a sturdy Englishmen. I then 
take conveyance with Mr. J. K. Hall and his 
daughter for their home, about fifteen miles away. 
We hav a splendid drive through the effulgent 
moonlight, and the hills and valleys, as we sweep 
along, shine in changing luster. We arrive at our 
destination about midnight, and I sink with but 
little delay into & ealm and peaceful slumber, and 
do not awake until about ten o'clock the next morn- 
ing. I rest all day long, and roam through realms 
of poetry and romance among the books of the 
varied library of Sharlot M. Hall, whose name is 
already known to many magazines for stories and 
poems and essays illustrativ of Arizona life. I en- 
joy the quiet of this out-of-the-way country home, 
where nature’s wild and savage aspect mingles with 
scenes of beauty. In the evening we all pile into 
the big wagon—five of us—and go to the lonely 
school-house where about a baker’s dozen meet us. 
There is no fire when we get to this temple of 
learning. We hav to unlock the gates, and then 
forage for wood. After a while the fire is blazing 
and we get warmed up and I giv my lecture, and I 
put as much Freethought into a talk of an hour 
and a half as I could, for I knew that I should not 
hav another chance to speak in this school-house 
on the confines of civilization. I had a good audi- 
ence so far as it went, “fit though few," and I 
enjoyed this pioneer labor. The moon was shining 
brightly in an apparently unclouded sky when I be- 
gan, but when I finished the ground was white with 
snow, and it was driving furiously along. However, 
we fronted the storm, and our stanch team pulled 
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us rapidly through. I thus had the pleasure of a 
first-class snow storm almost immediately after 
leaving the verdure of the tropics. It was a pleas- 
ing sensation, to witness such a variety of phenom- 
ena in so short a space of time and travel. 

However, the snow, now Sunday morning, Feb. 
10th, is rapidly diappearing, and I guess I shall not 
be blocked on my journey Eastward. I lecture 
once again in Prescott. We hav had a lively con- 
troversy in the newspapers. The Catholic priest, 
with the rest of them, has pitched in. It is almost 
impossible to follow up all the lies that are told. 
The priest says that the pope wept when he heard 
of the massacre of St. Bartholowew, and utterly re- 
pudiated the transaction, although history records 
that he ordered a Te Ceum to be sounded from 
the steeples of Rome. The Methodist minister as- 
serts that the Roman Emperor Julian was an 
“Infidel,” although he was an orthodox believer in 
the ancient gods; also that he rebelled against the 
“great and good” Constantine; was a hypocrit 
and a murderer. He also declared that Spinoza 
was an awfully bad man; that Voltaire was guilty 
of almost every crime; that Hume died with the 
horrors of a guilty conscience, and of course 
Thomas Paine perished as‘a drunkard, and did 
nothing for the liberty of America. He asserted 
that Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, and Lincoln 
were representativ Christians. He asserted’ that 
Christianity was the source of every invention, of 
; every discovery, and of all modern science. He 

lauded Wesley to the skies, although he was a Tory 
and bitterly opposed to the American Revolution. 
He also declared that there were only a few Infi- 
dels in the country while there were ten millions of 
Methodists. This colossal lying and playing upon 
the ignorance and superstition of his audience is 
almost beyond belief. I wonder how much of the 
knave is mingled with the folly. I do not think a 
clergyman in the East would dare to make such 
statements before his congregation. I suppose 
the clergymen here think they can foist any canard 
upon the Western people. But they are mistaken. 
The Western people read and think and know his- 
tory, and in the darkness of the mines there is 
reason. They are not fools in this country, and are 
not easily humbugged by these ecclesiastical de- 
scendants of Balaam’s beast of burden, who talk 
without having the “revelation” of their ancient 
progenitor. 

I am writlng these notes at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. K. Hall and daughter and son, Edward V. 
Hall, who are all indomitable Freethinkers, and rep- 
present the growing element of this country. I find 
plenty of encouragement for the stern and harsh bat- 
tle which confronts the reformer here. Every artifice 
is resorted to by our enemies, but there is no argu- 
ment. There is no pretense of any argument. It 
is simply pure abuse—the tactics of the dark ages. 
Only the power is lacking to kindle the fires of 
persecution. I wish that some of our easy going 
Freethinking friends could realize what we have to 
contend against. We here see the claws of the 
beast. They are not sheathed as in more educated 
communities, where they dare not bid such defiance 
to modern civilization. , 

I leave Prescott Feb. 12th for Santa Fe, N. Mex., 
where I lecture Feb. 13, 14, 15. I shall be at 
Trinidad, Col., from Feb. 17 to March 1. 

I set sail the last of April for a three month's tour 
in England. I look forward with pleasure to labor 
among our trans-Atlantic allies and expect to find a 
wealth of enthusiasm and success to communicate 
to our friends on this side. Samus P. Purnam. 

Agua Fria, Feb. 10, 295. 


place, and the leader’ in mental emancipa- 
tion as well. Mr. Geyser, and Mr. Richard 
Sechner ably second him. The people of New- 
manstown speak the German language, but they all 
understand English. They hav maintained Ger- 
man manners and customs to a great extent. The 
Lutheran and Reformed are the prevailing churches 


imbibed the spirit of freedom, and Liberalism is 
taking a great hold upon them. It may be sur- 
prising to know that Freethought is making such 
strides in the rural districts. There the people hav 
more time to think, and more independence to ex- 
press their thoughts. In the cities it is different. 
The rush and tear for the almighty dollar is greater. 
Mother Grundy is more powerful. There is less 
time to think, and more tyranny of public opinion. 
Again I start on my journey and in a few hours 
am in the old city of Philadelphia. The reception 
accorded me there was such as to give me delight 
for many a day. Why should it not when the large 
hall of the Friendship Liberal League was full of 
enthusiastic Freethinkers, the pillars and the plat- 
form decorated with Ameriéan flags, sweet music 
delighting the ear, and the name of Thomas Paine 
and his grand work for humanity in every mind. 
About seven hundred people were present at the 
evening lecture—the largest audience in the history 
of the League. Four years ago if half this number 
could be rallied in Philadelphia for a Paine celebra- 
tion, the friends were well satisfied. Freethought 
is growing in this great citadel of bigotry—the 
home of the Wanamakers and the Pattisons. Upon 
a visit to Independence Hall I found among the 
other heroes of the Revolution an oil painting of 
the Author-Hero. At one time his bust was thrown 
out by Christian intolerance, but now people of 
intelligence are realizing the factthat a true history 
of the American Revolution cannot be written with 
the name of Paine left out. Mr. George Longford 
was the first to greet me when I stepped into the 
hall. If there is a hard worker for the cause of 
Freethought in this country, it is Mr. Longford. 
He is the heart.and soul of the Friendship Liberal 
League, and to his efforts are largely due the great 
success of our celebration. Dr. Kane is president 
of the League He is an efficient officer, presiding 
with dignity, and arousing the enthusiasm of the 
&udience by eloquent and appropriate remarks for 
the occasion. The League is preparing to have, in 
the near future, a hall of its own, and there can be 
no doubt that success will crown its efforts. 
FRANELIN Sterner. 


— —"— 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tux TaurE Szexzr has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the * Church Property" pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Tsuru Szzkxss hav been ‘scattered broadcast over 
the land. 

And now, during the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s * Age of Reason.” Itis 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
{for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian syatem. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every Village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do. is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hay given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Taz 
Trurs Serxzr, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was arigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 


Lecture Notes. 


From Cincinnati to Grafton, West Virginia, a 
town on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, built 
‘among tke Alleghanies. Here I found a great 
number of stanch Liberals, headed by Mr. Geo. W. 
Chambers, the mayor. Notwithstanding his un- 
popular opinions he has been elected to this office 
six times, and the preachers exerting their efforts 
to knife him on every occasion. ‘Though my audi- 
ence at the lecture was not large, it was attentiv, 
and appreciativ, and the demand for Colonel Inger- 
soll’s lecture on the Bible was very good. It must be 
gratifying to Liberals to know that the colonel is 
now doing such a grand work. He has the atten- 
tion of the people as never before, and his influence 
is greater than at any other time in his career. 
His published works demolish superstition where 
the magnificent personality of the author is un- 
known, and will continue to do so when his elo- 
quent voice is still. Newmanstown, Pa., is one of 
the oldest towns in the state, being early settled 
by Germans. Here I gave one lecture to a 
good audience. Prof. W. R. Ibach made the 
Arrangements. He is the schoolmaster of the 


of these people, but the younger generation has | 
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EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE . 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s “ AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


“ Liberty for Man, Woman and Child," and the 
Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. 

So many hav wanted the lecture on Liberty, and 
also the tribute to Colonel Ingersoll's brother, that 
Mr. Farrell has had them printed in one pamphlet, 
uniform with the other lectures and at the same 
price—25 cents. And he has added as a frontis- 
piece a fine photo-engraving of the Colonel and 
both his grandchildren, Eva and Robert, the little 
fellow upon his knee, and Eva in her high chair. 
It is a pretty picture, and the Colonel’s millions of 
friends will take pleasure in it. 

This lecture on liberty for the women and children 
has made many converts to rationalism among the 
fairer portion of humanity, and it is the best one to 
giv to the good women who hav a prejudice—fos- 
tered by the ministers—against the Colonel because 
he has “taken away their savior.” When they 
read this they usually revise their opinion of the 
apostle of liberty, and read his other works—which 
they wouldn’t look at before. If you know a good 
Christian girl, any age, just giv her a copy of this 
lecture. Postpaid, 25 cents. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remssvure’s appointment for February: 
Feb, 23, .Stephenville, Tex. Feb. 25....Gainesville, Tex. 
Feb. 24.....Ft. Worth, Tex. . 


FRANKLIN STEINEB'S lecture engagements so far as now 


arranged are: 
Feb. 24.... Haverhill, Mass. Mar. 8......New York, N. Y. 
Mar. 10......Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Feb. 26......Booth Bay, Me. 
Mar. 8..........Boston, Mass. Mar. 10........ Newark, N. J. 
Mar. 8.......Brockton, Mass. 

‘Write Mr. Steiner for engagements in care of this office. 


Mas. M. P. Kruxut’s lecture dates : 

Feb. 22d....New York City. Feb. 24th.....Newark, N. J. 
Feb. 24th...Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Those ‘wanting lectures near the Sunday lecture 
times and places should write at once. March, 
the whole month (Sundays) she is in Cincinnati, and par- 
ties living near that city in Ohio, Kentucky, and West 
Virginia, who would like to secure week evening engage- 
ments should apply at once. Permanent address 802 
East 11th street, Kansas City, Kan. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at § o’clock. Program for February: 


February 22d—'*Our Criminal Classes—How Produced 
— The Posponsibutiey The Remedy.” Mrs. Mattie 
P. Krekel. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for February: 
February 24—‘‘ Old and New Theories." Mrs. M. P 

Krekel. . 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for February: 

February 24th—** The Ideal of 1776." Mra. M. A. Free- 
man. 


Tun First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45, Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30, : 


Tue Detroit Investigator's society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock. All Libera 
persons are invited to attend these meetings, Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Seoretary. 


Tur Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admissiot 
free. All welcome. 


^ 
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Letters of Eriends. 


Short But Expressiv. 
Six Mine Broor, N. S., Jan. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3.25 
to pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER and ANNUAL 
for 1895. Iam pleased with the way you 
do your duty all around. May your 
shadow never grow less, and you always 
be able to **fight the good fight.” 
James Barry. 


Seed Sure to Bring Forth. 
Granam, Mo., Jan. 28, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $16.65 to 
apply on the following subscriptions, also 
for books as per inclosed list. 
. Success to Freethought, Watson Heston, 
and the grand old TRguvH Seexrer. The 
seed of intelligence sown is sure to bring 
forth fruit abundently. 
Yours for mental liberty, 
G. D. Mowry. 


In for Many Campaigns. 
HAGCELEMAN, Inp., Jan. 28, 1895. 
Mz. Eprrog: Being young in years, I 
am necessarily young in the Freethought 
cause, but having enlisted I intend to re- 
main in the ranks until the end of the 
war. Inclosed find $1, for which please 
send the following works: ‘‘Age of Rea- 


son," ‘*Was Christ Crucified?”  ** Was 
Jesus Insane?” and other pamphlets 
named, A. R, Bumpas 


He Feels Very Fraternal. 

Loni, Wis., Feb. 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: The tab on my paper tells 
me that if I want to read the best paper on 
earth much longer it will be necessary for 
me to renew my subscription at once, so 
here goes for two years longer. The 
books came all right and were good; after 
reading them I feel like shaking hands 

with the Liberals of the whole world. 
Yours respectfully, N. C. SKELTON. 


He Appreciates Both. 
Sours Bend, Wasu., Jan. 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: ** Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” received all O. K., and I 
want it distinctly understood that I appre- 
ciate both the book and the author, and I 
hav already sent it out on missionary 
work. 

You will find inelosed herewith $5.50, 
for which send ‘‘ Facts and Fictions,” 
the Anruat, ‘‘An Outline Sketch of a 
Solution of the Money Question,” **Our 
Money Wars,” and pamphlets named. 

Very respectfully, Henry EnnisoN. 


Worth Tons of Bibles. 

West HARRISVILLE, Micg., Jan. 28, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I received the ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought" three or four 
months ago, and I hav almost read it 
through, and I like it very much. It is 
worth a four-horse wagon load of holy 
Bibles. I call it my Bible; I cannot get 
any of the church folks to read it. Chris- 
tians call me Infidel because I don’t be- 
lieve the Bible. I tell them I am proud 
of the name. Please send me ‘‘All About 
the Bible," **Age of Reason," ‘‘Is This 
Your Son, My Lord?" Inclosed find $4 
for the books and to renew my subscrip- 

tion to your paper. 
Your well wisher, 


EDMUND APSEY. 


A Virtuous Resolve. 
HanwicH, Mass., Jan. 22, 295. 

Mr. Horror: And so the years roll on, 
and you wil nlease find $3.25 within for 
Tue Tarta Set KER and the ANNUAL. 

Our | RUTH SEEKER grows better if pos- 
sible; pity we cannot double the number 
of subscribers. T will make this promis, 
to double my subecription if I do not se- 
cure a new subscriber by the end of this 
year. Who will be the other? I don’t 
pay any pew rent; I chew nothing strong- 
er than gum; don’t make use of intoxicat- 
ing liquors as a beverage; smoke no 
tobacco, and am not extravagant in any of 
the good things of life. So I'll hustle and 
do my level best to secure a subscriber by 

buttonholing Tom, Dick, and Harry. 

: Yours for pushing, B. F. Rossins. 


It Destroys and it Rebuilds. 
l ‘West LisERTY, Ia., Feb. 5, 1895. 
' Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $1.50 to ap- 
ply on my subscription, Times are hard, 


but they would seem a good deal harder if 


my weekly bible failed to put in an ap- 
pearance, Tt is a battering-ram which is 
steadily, but surely, undermining the 
foundation of ignorance and superstition. 
It is a destroyer, but it rebuilds. It robs, 
but givs back & hundredfold. In the 
place of belief, it givs knowledge; instead 
of myth, science. Then batter away; we 
hav passed, as Ingersoll says, the midnight 
in this struggle; hav made a breach in the 
wall, and the Freethought column will 
eventually march through the gap victori- 
ous. Yours for mental freedom, 
J. Hoss. 


An Activ Missionary at Eighty. 

Puna, IA., Jan. 22, 1895. 
Mr. Eprroz: I received books I sent for 
on January 5th in good order, and hav 
come to the conclusion to send for twelve 
more ‘‘Age of Reasons” to do missionary 
work, as the eight I previously ordered are 
out doing that work at present, and good 
work, you may be sure. Send also Inger- 
soll’s speech in the Reynolds blasphemy 
case, and ‘‘ Is Suicide a Sin?" I shall not, 
however, bother you very much longer, as 
I hav passed my eightieth mile-stone, and 
on December 7th I celebrated my sixtieth 
wedding anniversary. It was a regular 
Freethought celebration, enjoyed by all 
present. But as long as I liv I will do all 
I can for Freethought and your paper; I 
could not and would not be without it. 

Wishing you and all co-workers success, 

Wu. S. GEORGE. 


* Sky Brokers? Is Not Bad. 
CrzARMONT, Mo., Jan. 28, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find money order, 
for which send the indispensable Tavr& 
Szrxer. The Baptists hav just closed a 
revival at this place, and the Methodists 
are preparing to storm the castle of doubt, 
after which the Disciples will hump them- 
selvs, so to speak ; and between the three 
the people will hav had a dose of thelogical 
nonsense likely to stupefy what brains they 
Possess and to make it possible for a set of 
astute sky-brokers to exchange their titles 
to possessions in the New Jerusalem for 
mansions in Missouri. 

I hav recoived ‘‘Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” It is an excellent work 
and one which every Freethinker should 
hav. Iam glad to hav been the means of 
vour getting at least one new subscriber. 
Last falllsent him some sample copies, 
and am pleased to note that he has sub- 
scribed. He will remember me as the de- 
feated Populist candidate. 

i Yours, 


Jas. F, LANE, 


Four Months for Mr, Charity. 
Sr. MAGDALENE, IND., Jan. 28, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: With this I send you $7, 
for which send Tou TRUTH SEEKER one 
year; ‘‘Cosmian Hymn Book;" ANNUAL; 
$1 worth of TRUTH SEEKERS to the veteran, 
Thomas 8, Charity; balance $1.25 for you, 
to help keep the church out of the Consti- 
tution. . It is somewhat late to acknowl- 
edge receipt of ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” I think it among the best 
books ever published. I like the opening 
exposition of the meaning of Freethought. 
I shall lend it to all who ask me what 
Freethought means and what Freethinkers 
want. We hav in our school a young 
teacher, a man named Frank Welch, who 
reads a chapter from the Bible and prays 
every morning. Also in a neighboring 
school a woman teacher, Rosa Marsh, who 
does the same; both teachers are Baptist 
church members. Hoping all good things 
for you, I am yours in Freethought, 

Erza W. HAINES. 


Preacher Wanted. 
WESTMINSTER, CAL., Jan. 24, 1895. 

Mr. Epıror: We want a practical, edu- 
cated preacher in Orange county, Cal., to 
preach the gospel of our saviors—Spencer, 
Buckle, Comte, Descirtes, Hume, Hum- 
boldt, Mill,and many others, dead andalive, 
in order to save the good people from the 
toilsand tyranny of theclergy, and to raise 
our citizens to the plane of the positiv 
philosophy. To be more precise, we want 
a regular circuit rider, to visit the people 
after the style of the Methodist, but in- 
stead of preaching theolugy to preach 
science. We do not want an aggressiv per- 
son, but one mild, pleasant, and logical— 
use the Catholic system of gaining con- 


verts—giv their patients broken doses of 
unanswerable scientific thoughts. We can 
not afford to pay a great salary, but we 
can furnish all of the necessaries of life, 
after the old-school Baptist plan, and as 
we get stronger we will be able to send 
our speaker around the world in order to 
get reliable information in other countries, 
and then, on his or her return, giv us the 
benefit of the journey. Address, 
S. P. Bares, Box 52. 


An Appeal from the West. 
Liwconw, NEs., Feb. 3, 1895. 

Mz. Eprrog: Will you permit me, 
through your valuable columns, to appeal 
to your charitably-inclined readers in be- 
half of the destitute, half-starved, half- 
clothed people of Nebraska? The recent 
cold weather has greatly augmented the 
suffering multitudes. In many places in 
this state crops of all kinds were an entire 
failure, leaving farmers in destitute cir- 
cumstances and as helpless as little children 
in many cases. I am now prepared to 
distribute all donations coming to me from 
those who feel inclined to assist these 
struggling mortals in their efforts for an 
existence. My distributions go to alleviate 
Suffering irrespectiv of race, color, or 
religion. Bacon, flour, groceries, field 
and garden seeds, will be very acceptable, 
also clothing for men, women, and chil- 
dren. People, in their great efforts to 
secure something to eat, hav been unable 
to provide themselvs with clothing, many 
people being almost entirely destitute in 
that regard. All donations will be duly 
acknowledged by me. Those wishing to 
donate money can do so. 

Dr. P. S. GEORGE, 

Sec. State Spiritualist Ass'n,19018 street. 


The Aftermath of the Pilgrim’s Labors. 


Parr River, N. D., Jan. 11, 1895. 

Sawugn P, PurNAM, Esg., Dear Sir: I 
received the extra copies of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, and they had the desired effect. 
Everybody wants to read your write-up of 
our town, and your friend, Reverend 
Campbell, to whom I presented one 
copy, was especially delighted to read it. 
I met him on the street a few days later, 
and he still insists that if & man die with 
8 good conscience, he believes he will fare 
all right in the hereafter, whatever that 
may be. We hav not got around to it yet 
[formation of Liberal League], but the 


spirit is among us and is bound to stay | 


whether we organize or not. I hav read 
the greater portion of the first-half of your 
work, ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," and I am sure that I never read 
a book which contained as much informa- 
tion as this one, and it excels most books 
by its fair treatment of adversaries; it is 
of no account to you what impression this 
book has made upon me, but it is just like 
an encyclopedia, but differs from the latter 
by not being a dry compilation of facts, 
but demonstrates the natural development 
of human thought from the dark ages of 
ignorance to the present century of en- 
lightened minds, resulting in a victory over 
bigotry, hypocrisy, and orthodoxy. And, 
Brother Putnam, I am gure that when the 
archangel shall sound the bugle call he 
will say to you, ‘‘ Well done, good and 
faithful servant,” etc. 
Yours very truly, 
E. SMITH-PETERSON. 


Sundayites Receive a Rebuff. 
HausunaG, Ia., Jan. 26, 1895. 

Mz. Eprrog: Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, of 
Kansas City, Mo., delivered two leetures 
here, Dec. 22 and 23, to large audiences, 
notwithstanding two revivals were in pro- 
gress at the time and oreating consider- 
able excitement. The majority of the 
Freethinkers present expressed themselvs 
as highly pleased with the orstorical and 
reasoning ability of the speaker. Her 
logical ability cannot be questioned. She 
was frequently applauded. We hope she 
will return in the near future. She 
bas made an impression which will be 


hard to overcome, and has contributed. 


greatly to the growth of Liberalism in 
this city. Prof. Chas. Cowles furnished 
excellent music free, as he always does on 
occasions of this kind. The Lyceum, 
owned by Mr. F. W. Toedt, was also free. 
The hall is always free for Freethought 
and Spiritualist lectures, Recently an 


attempt has been made ‘to pass an ordi- 
nance closing places of business on Sun- 
day, a petition to that effect. having 
been presented to the city council, but a 
remonstrance has been extensivly signed . 
by business men and citizens, so it is pre- 
sumed the subject will be dropped for the 
present. As this attempt to force relig- 
ious legislation upon the people followed & 
prolonged revival, it is to be inferred it 
was prompted by religious bigotry and 
intolerance, which seeks to create a mo- 
nopoly of Sunday in the hope of swelling 
the congregation of the churches and 
lending a solemn and sanctimonious ap- 
pearance to our lively burg on this ‘‘ holy ” 
day. E. T. DALBEY. 


A Macedonian Call from Utah. 
Farminaton, Uram, Jan. 26, 1896. 

Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $8 on 
subscription and per order inclosed. Your 
valuable paper is & regular and welcome 
visitor to our household; it is doing a last- 
ing benefit to humanity. I am always 
pleased to see the lecture engagements of 
Colonel Ingersoll and other of the ‘‘ bright 
lights" of Frethought: these lectures must 
advance our cause. I wish the Freethink- 
ers of Utah could afford to encourage 
more of this secular and scientific educa- 
tion in our fair territory, and especially at 
the present time to aid in securing a more 
liberal and enlightened constitution for 
our state than any yet framed in the 
United States. The memory of Utah’s 
past history should be proof to our Gon- 
stitutional delegates of the necessity for à 
secular and broad-minded law to govern 
our future state written (if possible) in 
such plain English that the courts of the 
future could not construe it to perseoute 
men of unbelief in church rules. ] 

I am not a delegate, yet if any of our 
Freethought friends in any of the states 
will furnish parts of constitutions or orig- 
inal compositions of a character as above 
indicated, suitable to be embodied in 
Utah’s future Magna Oharta, I will gladly 
hand to delegates that I am acquainted 
with, hoping thereby to aid the Liberal 
cause. The constitution makers begin 
their labors soon, in March. 

With fraternal feeling to the many read- 
ers of your esteemed paper, 

Hecror W. Haianr. 


The West Has Long Known Her. 


DELPHOS, O., Jan 30, 1805. 

Mr, Eptrog: Mrs. Krekel has just fn- 
ished a course of four lectures in this 
place. She not only instructed, enlight- 
ened, and encouraged the Liberals of this 
community, but her eloquent, logical, and 
convincing arguments pleased and edi- 
fied all who heard her, and started many 
upov the road of reason and investigation. 
She is constructiv rather than destructiv, 
yet while she pictures the philosophy of 
right living in this world, she points out 
the evils humanity has suffered by con- 
sidering the earth a ** vale of tears,” this 
world a place of exile, awaiting happiness 
in a life to come. 

She is never offensiv, but her pleasant 
mannet, fairness, and sound reasoning 
lead and convince her hearers in spite 
of prejudice. She never attempts to drive 
them, : 

Her audiences constantly grew larger, 
and on the last evening the hall was 
crowded with an appreciativ assemblage 
of our best citizens. 

It is & lamentable fact that Mrs. Krekel 
has not continuous engagements for her 
present tour, while, if her abilities on the 
rostrum were as well known by the Free- 
thinkers generally throughout the country 
as by those who hav been fortunate enough 
to hear her eloquent appeals in behalf of 
humanity, there wouid not be an evening 
in which her services would not be de- 
manded. When she had finished deliver- 
ing a lecture to the Ohio Liberal. Society 
in Cincinnati, they immediately engaged 
her for the five Sunday evenings in March, 
notwithstanding they generally engage a 
different speaker for each evening, A 
gentleman from Continental, O., attended 
one of her lectures here, and at its close, 
he immediately arranged with her for & 
meeting in his place. At the close of her 
address there she was engaged for a whole 
course of lectures in April. She has only 


LO be heard to be appreciated, and when 
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she returns to this part of the country she | O. S. S, U., and would also hav taken the 
will find a hearty welcome. credit to myself for making it a success.” 
B. A. Rorosox. ** Mrs. Katie Kelim Smith, did you not 
state publicly from our platform that we 
must not lose this donation, and that as 
the O. 8. S. U. had no money on hand, 
the Secular Church would hav to take the 
matter in charge?” ‘I did," “Did you 
not urge me in every way possible to go 
ahead with the excursion?” ‘I did.” 

* Did you think I was treated fairly at 
the convention by Mr. Smith when he 
disclaimed any connection with the debt 
incurred by the excursion and called it 
‘my personal bil?” “I did not.” 
“Why not?" ‘Because I said to you 
while on the way to the depot at Forest 
Grove, *Mr. Hagner, they don't want to 
giv you any of the money raised here to 
pay those debts with, but you can depend 
upon it I wil bring or send you some to 
Portland before the week is over,’” 

Those who wil turn back to my first 
letter will see how wilful Mr. Smith 
misconstrued my words regarding the 
action of the president, W. W. Jesse, for I 
stated distinctly that he did not think we 
could make the excursion pay. The fourth 
member of the executiv committee has 
never tried to shift the responsibility to 
the shoulders of some one else in the 
manner in which Mr. Smith has done. 

I will now rest my case with the judg- 
ment of my readers, knowing that the 
Secularists of Portland, and feeling that 
every Liberal who knows anything of this 
case, will not fail to giv justice where jus- 
tice is due. Omas. HAGNER, 


attend a song service. Undoubtedly 
Spiritualism is making severe inroads on 
orthodox religion, and the ministers look 


upon it with no little alarm. 
D. TAYLOR. 


CRUCEM CR NE tS 
Mertuary—Dr. Albert W. James. . 
Onxornnatt, O., Feb. 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror : Dr. Albert W. James, an 
able advocate of the doctrin of Liberal 
thought, was buried at Zaleski, O., Feb. 
8d, the funeral, which was Secular, being 
largely attended. l 

Dr. James was widely known. He was a 
graduate in medicin of the University of 
Pennsylvania, and soon after his gradua- 
tion, which took place in 1857, he settled 
at Zaleski, where he remained as a physi- 
ciau, building up an extensiv practice that 
continued until his death, Feb. 1, 1895. For 
the last thirty years of his. life he was an 
Agnostic, and his ripe scholarship, his fa- 
miliarity with German and French as well 
as Latin, his ability as a physician, and his 
kindliness of manner, endearing him to all 
whom he met, combined to lend weight to 
his opinions. He was a great reader of 
scientific works, and an admirer of such 
men as Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, and 
Haeckel. 

Dr. James was deeply interested in Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER, to which he had been a 
subscriber almost from its start and while 
it was yet published in Illinois. His 
youngest child, a daughter, Clelie, yet but 
a little girl, wrote a letter some weeks ago, 
which was published in the Children’s Oor- 
ner. He leaves a widow aud seven song 
and a daughter who follow in their father’s 
footsteps. Instead of sending them to 


meeting the question logically, he begins 
-to quote from some of the aforementioned 
authorities to prove that you are wrong. 


Last summer I attended the closing ex- 
ercises of the Ohio State University, where 
I listened to a harang an hour long by 
President Harper. It was nothing more 
nor less than an orthodox sermon, and 
while he did not take any text, the keynote 
to the whole discourse was, ‘‘Be slow to 
change.” He repeated these words over 
and over, and returned to them again and 
again. It was the last opportunity he had 
to say anything to them, and he used every 
moment of time, and all the eloquence he 
could muster, to put the finishing touches 
on the brain-crippling process to which 
they had already been so long subjected. 
A thousand people listened with profound 
attention, as if his words were spiced with 
wisdom, and no doubt many people thought 
that they were, for the average mind can 
scarcely distinguish between sense and 
nonsense, 

Religion is the worst enemy of thought, 
and the curse of this world is its thought- 
less ignorance. The mass of humanity 
never think; they pattern after, and con- 
form to, the ways of the world because it 
is too much trouble to think for themselvs; 
and just as soon as one of their number 
does begin to reason aud think, and to 
make use of his philosophy, his neighbors 
are positivly certain that heisinsane. Not 
far from where I liv we hav one of these 
crazy men whom I will call White. White 
follows no fashions; he thinks and acts for 
himself. Of course he difters greatly from 
most of his neighbors. His house is pecu- 
liar, and so of his dress, diet, and ideas; 
and his neighbors say he is crazy. Many 
of them habitually get so drunk that they 
cannot walk unassisted; others use so much 
tobacco that they ruin their hearts and so 
debilitate their systems that it is impos- 
sible for them to impart any healthy or- 
ganization to their children, and are there- 
foreonlv fit to be the parents of drunkards, 
criminals, or imbecils. Many of them 
reduce the size of their waists to one half 
their normal proportions, and thus lay the 
foundation for a life.of misery. They do 
all these foolish and injurious things, not 
because they hav reasoned about them— 
they hav no philosophy for their conduct, 
but they do so because they hav not 
thought. They do so for the same reason 
that a dog barks—his father and mother 
barked. It never occurs to these people 
to call each other crazy; they do only what 
is customary, and whatever is customary 
is, of course, right. White has reasoned 
about all of these things and, as a result 
of that philosophy, he drinks only water 
and never is unable to walk. He uses no 
tobacco, aud has a good constitution. His 
dress is of the simplest character, and he 
only wears clothes at all becanse they are 
a necessity. Of course White is insane. 

Some of White's critics spend an hour a 
day on their knees, or eat meat six days in 
ihe week and abstain from it on one. 
Some of them eat messes that would all 
but draw the buzzards or poison a dog; 
they are always sick and doing something 
to keep themselvs so, and are always drug- 
ging. They hav no more philosophy for 
their conduct than a dog has for turning 
around before he lies down. It never oc- 
curs to them that they are doing anything 
unreasonable; they never think of calling 
each other insane. White has reasoned 
about all these things, and asa result he 
bows to no god, he eats neither meat nor 
salt, uses no medicins, and is never sick. 
Of course he is a lunatic. 

The Spiritualists of this city celebrated 
the birthday of Thomas Paine. The Rev. 
Moses Huli delivered an eloquent address, 
contrasting the lives of Paine and Wesley, 
and reading numerous extracts from the 
works of both, which were, evidently, 
quite a revelation to many who were pres- 
ent, and who had never heard anything 
but slander about Paine. Althougn every 
minister in the city had been mailed a po- 
lite invitation and a free ticket, only the 


Other Timely Suggestions. 

. BREATREDSVILLS, Mp., Feb. 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Recently I attended the 
funeral of a good moral man, who, though 
no avowed Freethinker, yet had never 
Joined the church. 

As many of his relativs were non-church- 
members, the two officiating ministers 
eagerly embraced the golden opportunity 
to read them a lecture from the text, ** Set. 
your house in order.” 

With studied art, the lacerated feelings 
of the mourners were so effeotivly wrought 
upon that his Christian daughter shortly 
after lost her reason—probably through 
the combined grief for her father's death 
and his supposed suffering in hell, and the 
bankruptoy of her husband (the pious son 
of one of said officiating ministers) through 
which bankruptcy her father’s estate 
loses heavily, and her brothers and sisters 
thus lose a large part of their inheritance. 

But Christianity ever has robbed men 
while living and then sent them to hell 
when dead, without excitiug anything but 
the warmest admiration of its brainless 
devotees. 

She virtually robs the  Freethinkers 
(whom she consigns to hell) of the in- 
creased tax money she compels them to 
pay because of the unjust exemption of her 
church property. ` 

To avoid having his motivs misrepre- 
sented and censured at his funeral, every 
Freethinker should, at his leisure, write, 
or hav other able persons write for him, a 
fitting defense of his reasons for having 
lived & Freethinker, requesting that it be 
read at his burial. Funeral audiences are 
generally large, and this innovation would 
increase the attendance so that many Free- 
thinkers might on such occasions do more 
for the cause than they did on any one day 
while living. Requesting the reading of a 
certain article would be quite as proper as 
requesting the singing of a certain hymn, 
as is often done by Christians. 

Yours truly, D. W.G. 


Self-Leaders Are Searce. 


CoruusBvs, O., Feb. 5, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1 to extend 
my subscription. I am sorry I cannot send 
more. It would be a severe trial to me to 
get along without your paper. 

Your recent editorial on the ** Perils of 
One-Ideaism " appears to me particularly 
timely and appropriate. There are too 
many thoughtless people in this world who 
believe that we can afford to totally ignore 
all religious questions and devote our en- 
tire time to the consideration of economios; 
but if we are to hav any important eco- 
nomic reforms, they must be led, as they 
always hav been, by Freethinkers, and the 
only proper way to make Freethinkers is 
to strike directly at the church. All true 
reforms are the product of Freethought, 
and the church opposes nothing so obsti- 
nately, and hates nothing so heartily, as 
it does Freethought. It objects to it in 
the pulpit, in the newspaper, in the school- 
room, and in the college. 

If a newspaper editor opens the columns 
of his paper for a free and honest discus- 
sion, large numbers of his subscribers are 
angry, many of them immediately ask him 
to discontinue their paper, and the most 
religious among them being the most 
thoughtless, conservativ, aud intolerant, 
are the ones most certain todo this. They 
hav never been taught anything about 
toleration; the church has always objected 
to such teaching. They hav never been 
taught to doubt, question, and investigate; 
everything possible has been done to crip- 
ple their brainsand make them conservativ 
and incapable of doing any intelligent 
thinking. They are satisfied with things 
as they find them, or they hav a reverence 
for accepted authorities, and if one dares 
to question time-honored customs, they 
think he is crack-brained or immoral and 
dangerous. 

If a college professor teaches his pupils 
that doubt is the beginning of wisdom; if 
he teaches them to doubt and question ac- 
cepted authorities, and to try to pick fiaws 
and find errors in every statement laid 
down in their books; in other words, if he 
attempts to make honest investigators and 
Freethinkers of them, how long will the 
church stand it? and how long will he re- 
tain his position? If he does not so in- 
struct them how many of them are capable 
of doing any original thinking after they 
get through college? 

The average college bred man seems to 
listen to the utterances of his professors, 
or the statements in his books, or the 
subsidized press, with the same reverence 
that the devout worshiper listens to the 
utterances of the minister, or language of 
his Bible. If you present some idea to 
him that disagrees with what he has been 
taught in college or in church, instead of 


English fashion, beginning with the eldest, 
who in turn became teacher of the next 
younger, aud so on down the line. The 
wisdom of this course is seen in the result. 
as they are all intelligent, wide-awake, 
liberal-minded children, grown or growing 
up to stalwart manhood and womanhood. 
The oldest. Noel, was elected county clerk, 
receiving votes from members of all polit- 
ical parties. He has been a teacher for 
several years and has lately founded in 
Cincinnati a normal training school, which 
givs instruction by correspondence. 

In accordance with the wishes of both 
Dr. James and his family, the funeral was 
devoid of religious ceremony. President 
George E. Light of the Ohio Liberal So- 
ciety, Cincinnati, was requested by tele- 
graph to provide a speaker, aud he gent 
Editor E. P. Foster, of the Cincinnatian, 
who was formerly a Presbyterian minis- 
ter, but is now an officer of the Ohio Lib- 
eral Society. The services were held at 
the home of the deceased, a handsome res- 
idence in Zaleski, aud the spacious house 
was filled to overflowing with relativs, 
friends, and neighbors. 

Mr. Foster said in his discourse that 
funeral ceremonies were observed by all 
nations, ancient and modern. They some- 
times took the form of offerings, prayers, 
or masses for the repose of the soul, or the 
sapposed soul, but most of the modern 
churches, even, had now advanced beyond 
that idea. The future, at the best, is un- 
certain, but the present is certain. Pain 
and pleasure are living realities, and the 
briefness of life teaches us that if we would 
giv happiness to one another as we journey 
along its pathway we must be a»out it 
speedily. It isin one sense no stranger 
that we should be alive in the future than 
that we are alive to-day, but science seems 
to teach that whatever begins must end, 
and that individuals are but passing mani- 
festations of one great underlyiag life 
force, Men, brutes, plants, crystals, un- 
organized matter, even the planets and 
systems themselvs, rise and fall, as one 
wave perpetually succeeds another in the 
boundless ocean of existence. In the mean 
time, while it is yet day, let us gather all 
that is possible of the sunshine of life for 
ourselvs and for others. So taught Dr. 
James while living, as teaches every fair- 
minded, Liberal thinker, and so, being 
dead, his words that remain, and his ex- 
rabbi put in an appearance. Some of{ ample, yet teach. An Arabian proverb 
them, however, were heard telliug the ! says, ‘‘All sunshine makes the desert," 
usual lies about Paine outside. One of | and even the sadness of bereavement may 
them stated his intention of attending the | teach us the tender kindliness and sympa- 
meeting for the purpose of replying to | thy of life, and admonish us to brighten 
Rev. Mr. Hull's address; but when | its pathway for one another, until we all, 
promptly and earnestly requested to do | one by one, enter those portals from which 
so, he suddenly recollected that he had to ! there is no return. 


Shake Hands and Settle It, Friends, 
Porruanp, OR., Jan. 81, 1895. 

To rae LIBERALS OF OREGON: In Tur 
TnaurH SEEKER of Jan. 5th D. W. Smith 
tries to answer an article of mine, which 
appeared in the same paper of Nov. 24th, 
by twisting my words to suit himself, and 
dodging the main issue, namely, that he 
and his wife were the prime movers in 
running the excursion from Portland to 
the Oregon Secular Park and then saddled 
the whole responsibility upon my should- 
ers. Following his example, I will now 
cross-examin Mr. and Mrs. Smith a little, 
and then drop the subject, no matter what 
more he may write. Iam sure it will not 
require a ‘‘scholar” to see his motivs. 

‘Mr. Smith, were you not first vice- 
president of the Portland Secular Ohurch 
at the time the excursion was first dis- 
cussed?” “I was" ‘Were you not 
present at the executiv board meeting at 
which it was decided to run the excur- 
sion?" *'*I was," 

** Did you not make a motion to appoint 
me a committee of one to hire the boat, 
engage the music, eto?"  '* T did." 

** Did you not write letters to me asking 
me to send up men and provisions, never 
asking where the money was to come 
from?" *''Idid." ‘*Did I not pay those 
men's fares to the grounds?" **You did.” 

“t Was not the circular advertising the 
excursion compiled and sent out allover 
. Oregon from your castle?” ‘‘It was.” 
“Did not that circular state that the ex- 
cursion was to be run under the auspices 
of the First Secular Churoh, assisted by 
the O. S. S. U. Pd [11 It did." 

** Did not the church spend that money 
for improving the Oregon Secular Park, 
with the intention of donating said im- 
provements in case the excursion should 
pay for them?” ‘‘It did." : 

“Had the O. S. S. U. any money on 
hand at that time?”  ** No, it was in debt 
to us at that time.” ‘* Then how can you 
say that had the excursion paid the church 
would hav reaped the benefit?" ‘‘ Well, 1 
only said that because it failed to do so. 
Had we made enough money out of the 
excursion to pay for the improvements I 
would hav claimed that as‘the share of the 


^ 


school, he taught them at home, in the. 
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@hildren’s (Serner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations , 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


Life—A Symbol. 


We are given a berth 

Aboard the ship called Earth, 
Whose rails are set free 

For the boundless sea. 

And swiftly we glide 

O'er the billowy tide, 

While the star of the dawn 
Gaily beckons us on. 


Our morning is bright, 
And our hearts are light; 
Our sky is all clear 
From the clouds of fear. 
The woes that may assail, 
Are hidden by a veil; 
Close in the deep folds 
The secret it holds. 


Thus speed we away, 

In the full light of day; 
The glorious noon 

We reach very soon— 
The noon-time is gone, 
And still we sail on, 

But shadows now creep 
O’er the murmuring deep. 


And storms soon arise 

That take us by surprise, 

And the dread shark of Fate 
Follows close in their wake. 

We strive to press forward, 

Though the winds are now froward; 
And often-met gales 

Hav ribbóned our sails. 


The sun sinks apace 
Beyond the watery waste. 
And night comes on 

With our bright star gone. 
While the breaker’s roar 
We hear evermore— 

And the shadowy land 
Givs no helping hand. 


Our ship’s aground 

It fast is bound; 

We are doomed to abide 
The slow coming tide 
That bears us away 

To that shoreless bay, 

In whose still waters deep 
We sink into sleep. 


Emnuy Q. TAYLOR. 


Marion Hepburn’s Heresy. 
[coNTINUED.] 

After contemplating this advertisment 
for a few moments, Marion procured writ- 
ing paper and began an answer to it. 

After much difficulty the letter was 
written. But who was to recommend her? 
She knew of no one who could do so ex- 

‘cept her aunt, and how did she know 
whether people accepted the commenda- 
tion of relativs? There was her school 
diploma, showing that she had been grad- 
uated at high school. She there mentioned 
her aunt as reference and the diploma as a 
recommendation. 

** The diploma can’t speak and say, ‘I 
know this girl to be suitable and trust- 
worthy,’ " she said to herself; **but it can 
testify to the fact that I am supposed to 
know something, even if I hav forgotten 
all I learned—which I havn’t.” 

Putting on her hat and coat she went 

out, and with her heart beating with hope 
and expectation, dropped her letter into 
the nearest letter box. There was now a 
chance that she might be useful to some 
one, and be able to leave her aunt’s house, 
where everything was not made comfort- 
able and agreeable for her. 
. For two days hope trembled in her 
breast as the stars twinkle in the heavens, 
and on the third day tho whistle of the 
postman announced a letter for her. 

** Q aunt,” she exclaimed joyfully, after 
reading the letter, ‘‘Iam to go and see 
the lady to-day—this afternoon. I do 

hope she wont say, ‘You are not experi- 


enced nor matured enough to teach two. 


children;” and laughing gaily, she bounded 
out of the room and up staira, to prepare 
for the afternoon appointment. 

Not to waste words in describing the 
visit, when a few words will suffice, 
Marion’s diploma and her refined, intel- 
lectual appearance won the day, and she 
was engaged at $30 a month. She was 


to liv with the family and instruct the 
children in the first principles of a good 
education. 

Two years, wich their seasons, pleas- 
ures, as well as sorrows, quickly passed. 
No extraordinary event occurred to mar 
or quicken the interest in life of our 
young friend, Thechildren were as good 
as children possibly could be, and the les- 
sons taught were simple, Altogether 
Marion had a happy time, and almost 
a8 much leisure to herself as though she 
had been in her own home. 

These two years were but the sunshine 
before the storm. No word about religion 
has ever passed between Miss Hepburn 
and the family with whom she was living. 
Her employers seemed to possess more 
than the average of common sense. They 
did not believe that children of eight and 
ten years of age were old enough to under- 
stand the importance.of religion, if there 
is any importance to religion, and theirs 
were not sent to Sunday-school or church. 
The parents themselvs frequented church, 
but they did not make it their business to 
inquire into the religious ideas of their 
young teacher. 

As for the tutor, she was a Materialist. 
The dogmas of the Christian church (and 
it is really very hard to know which de- 
nomination is really the Christian church) 
did not possess for her anv attraction. To 
her they were superstitions, every one. 
It is not necessary to believe in religion to 
understand morality; that is, Marion 
Hepburn thought so. She could not see 


the reason and justice of tho doctrin of |. 


atonement—that by the death of one man 
all the sins of the world could be forgiven. 
How could the death of one man atone 
for the sins of every one, in the past, pre- 
sent, and future, when that man lived in 
but an infinitesimal part of time, repre- 
sented but a minute portion of the human 
race—the Jews, who repudiate him, for 
Jesus was a Jew—and at the time of his 
death was known to onl few people? 
Surely, there is something strange about 
the doctrin of atonement, and only blind 
credulity and ignorance can see any just- 
ice, love, or mercy in it. 

The idea that there really was no God, 
and could not possibly be, since the idea 
was of human origin, and people who first 
believed in a God were not very intellect- 
ual, sppeared to her very sensible and 
practical. To echo the words some people 
used to refute Atheism—How can the 
finite mind know anything about the in- 
finite? Therefore, what knowledge of 
God did the originators of the idea hav on 
which to base their belief? Surely we can 
say no more than this, that they knew as 
much on the subject as a sleeping babe; 
and taking everything into consideration, 
there is no foundation or basis for the 
idea of God, and as little truth in it. That 
nothing could exist save in some material 
form, and that materiality is, in a general 
sense, the cause of everything, and that, 
therefore, without that matter, which 
makes consciousness possible, and without 
the physical and nervous systems life can 
not result and exist, then, when death has 
overtaken us, there can be no future life 
for anyone, was the best solution of the 
problem at which she could arrive. 

That the universe always existed there 
can be no doubt, for the very idea that 


| some one created it out of nothing is so 


absurd and preposterous as to provoke 
the laughter of those who hav studied 
the question honestly and without preju- 
dice. So she wasa Materialist, not be- 
eause she wanted to be odd, but for the 
reason that it seemed to be about as prac- 
cal a theory of life, origin, and the uni- 
verse as could be formulated, ; 
EDWARD DOBSON. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. J 
—"Ü»— 
Chats With Correspondents, 

_ J. A. W.— Hav hope and courage. The 
darkest hour is jast before the dawning. 
It cannot be night always. 

Jane L. B.— Your constant regard isa 
help and inspiration. Life is not a failure 
while such good friends are in the world. 
May unlimited blessings attend you and 
yours evermore. 

Sereno E. T.— Thanks for communica- 
tion and your remembrance of the Chil- 
dren's Corner. Kind regards to the 
paradise at home. 


E. D.—Oontinuedstories, however good, 
are not suited to the Corner. Brief com- 
munieations, witty and pithy, are always 
acceptable, 

B. F. R.—The mouse story is bright 
and amusing. We remember the old semi- 
nary. 

Joxa R. A.—You inquire what things 
are most essential to happiness. In our 
opinion, if one has somebody to love and 


labor for, if he possesses a moderate share 


of this world's goods, sound, common 
sense, and an unbiased mind he ought to 
be moderately hàppy. 


Jonn B.—You are good to yourself when 
you are good to others. 

ANNIE C,—A step at a time—thus we get 
over the ground. Be patient and dili- 
gent. Never fail to do your own thinking. 
Think wrongly, if you will, some one has 
said, but think for yourself. 


Sa 


Correspondence. 


Corttanp, O., Feb. 3, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I will now write to 
you and the Cornerites. 

I go to school; my teacher’s name is 
Miss Alice M. Hardy; she is a good 
teacher. Mr. J. E. Remsburg delivered 
three lectures in Cortland, on the 26th, 
27th, and 28th of November. Papa was in 
Warren Nov. 2 to hear Mr. Ingersoll lect- 
ure. I wish it was summer, so it would 
be pleasant, 

Papa is going to Youngstown this after- 
noon. I-correspond with Cora Lane and 
Sura M. Fenton; they write such good, 
bright letters. Yours truly, 

OARRIE A. Parsons. 

[Will you please tel] us something about 
the town of Cortland?—how old the place 
is; number of schools, churches, principal 
industries, ete.—Ep. O. C.] 


ORD, NEB., Jan. 1, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I hav never written 
to the Corner, and so I took the chance 
this evening Y V y papa takes THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. We hav several Freethought 
books, including ‘‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” 

Ord is a town of about eighteen hundred 
inhabitants. There are three churches and 
six or seven kinds of religion in town. 
The Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Disciples. or the thorough-breds, as paps 
calls them, Episcopalians, Christian Scien- 
tists, and perhaps others. The Disciples 
came just last year. A preacher came 
from Missouri, and they held meetings. 
He had a question box, and anyone who 
wanted to could put in a question. My 
sister put in a few questions like these: 

**How do you know that the Bible is 
true?” He answered, ‘‘How do I know 
anything is true?" You see he just wanted 
to sneak out of it and, instead of answer- 
ing, he asked us a question. 

** Where did Cain get his wife?" 

**Athis father-in-law’s house, I suppose." 

‘Where was Cain's faither-in-law's 
house?" 

“I don't know; I've never been there." 

Now, is not this a fine way for preachers 
to answer questions, when they pretend to 
be such wonderful creatures? If they tell 
you to ask questions, why don’t they an- 
swer them with a little sense? 

T am eleven years old, and go to school 
every day, and so does my brother and 
sisters. I would like to hav some little 
boy or girl write to me, and I would gladly 
answer. Wishing the Corner success, [ 
remain, Your Freethinking friend, 

Mantz REITHARDT, 


Bonp, Kan., Feb. 4, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow, Dear Friend: 
As it has been quite a while since I hav 
written to the Children's Corner, I will 
endeavor to write again. 

There is a Baptist minister holding pro- 
tracted meetings in our neighborhood, and 
he is doing his best to convert someone. 
And when he gets through there will be a 
United Brethren minister who will try his 
best, too. 

Bond is just booming within the last 
nine months; it has erected a creamery, a 
mill, and a tannery. The creamery churns 
four times a week, and makes, on an aver- 
age, one hundred pounds of butter each 
churning. A Fraternal Aid Society was 
organized and quite a number of the neigh- 
bors joined it. My mother always tries to 
celebrate Thomas Paine’s birthday; and 
quite a number of the Liberals came to 
our honse and we had a splendid time. 
We young people danced—as most young 
folks are fond of that—and the old folks 
played cards, and at twelve o'clock ate 
supper. 

I go to school, and like to very well. I 
am in the cighth grade and study arithme- 
tic, writing, pbysical geography, civil 
government, grammar, history, and spell- 
ing. My favorit study is arithmetic, Our 
teacher's name is Emma Ulrich. 

I will close for this time, asking some of 


the Corner friends to write tome. A 
dress me at Bond, Kan. 
Your Liberal friend, . 
Traon HwunnsTROM, 


[A girl, whose mother celebrates the 
birthday of Thomas Paine, cannot be other- 
wise than good and true, and a blessing to 
all who know her. —Ep. C. O.] 


PETERSBURG, Inv , Feb, 1, 1895. 

Dear Miss WiQxow: It has been a long 
time since my second letter was printed, 
and now I will try and write you again. 

Mr. Remsburg gave three lectures here 
in the Opera House, Saturday the 12th, at 
night, and Sunday the 18th, in the after- 
noon and at night. There were not very 
many people to hear the lectures. One 
reason was that the weather-was very 
cold. Another was the usual aversion 
the good, kind, Christ-like folks hav to 
giving up control of society. This town 
is overflowing with persons who venerate 
any who, ‘‘play-like,” eat a man's flesh 
and drink human blood. 

We hav six churches, six saloons, and 
about 1,500 people in our town. Preach- 
ers and saloon keepers all believe in the 
Bible and follow their trade by its pre- 
cepts. The preachers teach the young to 
take the name of their God in vain—pray- 
ing to and advising him—so that when 
they grow up they can curse, swear, and 
get drunk, which givs excuse for a preacher 
to tinker them up ready for heaven before 
or after they die. A young man was in 
jail here for running a rabbit on a Sunday; 
and, poor fellow, he did not get the rabbit 
either. A preacher tried to prosecute a 
man for cutting ice on Sunday, which 
shows how much poison is under his fangs. 
From your Freethinker friend, 

EsrELLA WEAVER. 


[It is pleasing to note the improvement 
in penmanship and composition in our 
letter-writers. We remember Estella’s 
first letter to the Corner. and we hope 
this will not be the last. —Ep. O. O.J 
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Certified Milk 


Every dairy supplying our condensaries is 
under supervision. Milk is produced un- 
der rigid hygenic rules. The company’s 
reputation is therefore a certificate of the 
absolute purity of the Gail Borden Con- 
densed Milk. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 

a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 

oman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, wan $1. 2 

Apples of Gold. And Othe: Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., 81 25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 
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ARE YOU DEAF? 


Don’t You Want to Hear? 
HE AURAPHONE wilbetp yeu if you do. It 


isa rece t 8 ientifi: inven- 

tion whic. wi.lre tore the hearing of anv one 
not born deaf. ~ hen in the ear itis invisible, 
and "oes norc use tue slightest disco nfort. It 
isto the ear what glasses are t» the eye, an eac 
spectacle. L[-cinson tampforp rtcular. Can 
be tested Free o£ charge at 


The Auwraphone Co’s Offices: 
716 Motropolitan B'id'g, M dison Sq , New York. 
618 $ 


COLUMBIAS FOR 1895. 


A Highly Artistic Catalogue Sets Forth 
the Merits of these Famous 
Hicycles. 

Noted artists occasionally condescend to 
lend their aid to make a trade catalogue 
beautiful, and this has evidently been the 
case With the new handbook of Columbia 
bicycles, just issued. From the rich and 
striking cover to the last of the dainty 
sketchcs that adorn the broad margins, 
the tell-tale marks that show the hand of 
well-known contributors to Life, Vogue, 
and the leading magazines are everywhere 
apparent, The idea skillfully carried out 
in the illustrations is that of sport and 
travel. The book will long be preserved 
as one of the handsomest art works of the 
year. It is as little like the ordinary 
trade catalogue as well can be, and yet it 
cleverly tells of the merits of Columbia 
bicycles for 1895, and also of lower-priced 
machines, Hartfords. No lover of bicy- 
cling or of beautiful books should neglect 
sending for the Columbia Catalogue. It 
ean be ‘had by calling upon Columbia 
agents, or it will be sent by mail for two 
2-cent stamps. Address Publishing Dept., 
Pope Mig. Oo., Hartford, Conn. 


JY ev Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, SUl publicZ- 
tions noticed here can be hed of Tua 
TRUTH SENKER Company, Mí the price 
named. 


Tux Borromusss Prr: A Discursiv Treatis 
on Eternal Torment. By W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin), London: W, Stewart & 
Co. Cloth, 12mo.,224pp. Price, $1.25. 
All our readers sre familiar with the 


work of the stalwart warrior of Free-' 


thought, the knightly Saladin, whose 
flashing blade of keenest edge and irre- 
sistible swing and rush cuts clean through 
helmet and hauberk of superstition and 
cruelty to the very heart of God-serving 
and man-hating tyranny. This priest- 
despising Scot is oftentimes as wierd and 
eerie as the most mystical of his country- 
men, but he is always interesting and en- 
tertaining, even when one is compelled to 
dissent from his conclusions, and when he 
is dealing his terrible blows against the 
atrocious dogmas of the fearful Christian 
creed we can but be borne away on the 
mounting wings of his illuminating imagi- 
nation, and share with him his fierce hatred 
of the awful theological system that has 
cursed the human family as no other relig- 
ion of which we hav a record has done. 

In ‘‘The Bottomless Pit” Saladin has 
poured out the emotions of his heart as in 
perhaps no other of his works. He has 
felt the scorching heat of the hell whose 
flames he is doing no little to extinguish 
in the waters of reason and meroy.and he 

'has determined that the savage dootrins 
of the Ohristian church shall receive no 
quarter from him while strength is left in 
his arm to hew and thrust. Here is a 
striking passage from Chapter II.: 

**At the stake the victim was asked, ‘In 
what faith will you die? If he replied, 
‘The Catholic,’ he was, in sarcastic mercy, 
strangled before he was burned. If he 
did not reply, ‘The Catholic,’ the loving- 
kindness of strangulation was denied him, 
and,in the presence of priests, roughs, arti- 
zans, nobles, ladies, and even kings, the 
heretic stood till the fire had burned away 
—and, with its feet in a heap of hot ashes, 
a blackened and undistinguishable human 
cinder stood, lashed up to the stake by an 
iron chain. The chain was unloosed, the 
erect cinder fell down among the other 
cinders and ashes, and the crowd dispersed. 
Another heretic had been dispatched to 
endless torment, another service had been 
done for Jesus; at least, through all the 
sword and flame of the terrible centuries, 
Jesus never indicated that the service 
done in his name and for his glory wasone 
he did not appreciate; the voice of eternal 
Benevolence was dumb, the hand of ever- 
lasting Omnipotence was unlifted." 

Here is another picture of religious 
** Jove." and the source of this all-consum- 
‘ing affection is truthfully traced. From 
Chapter IX.: ` 

** He that believeth not,’ etc., was a 
statement so explicit and on such inex- 
pugnable authority that the extirpation of 
those who should tend to shake the belief 
of the orthodox became the foremost and 
most imperativ of duties. Believe this 
statement, and the better man vou are, 
the more merociless persecutor you will be. 


Buckle has corroborated the testimony of- 


Llorente, that the most terrible of the 
persecutors, Torquemada included, were, 
in themselvs, humane and kind-hearted 
men; but they believed in the doctrins of 
their scriptures and church, and conse- 
quently, when heresy was under judgment, 
deemed it their duty to God and man to 
steel their hearts against every human 
emotion, and to become merciless as the 
she-wolf from whose dugs her young had 
been torn away. The crime lay not with 
the inquisitors and torturers; it lay with 
those who forged writings which they al- 
leged to be of divine origin—it lay with 
the Church that, in maintenance of her 
own dominancy, perpetuated and enforced 
the fiendish corollary of the written fraud. 

**OQonsequently, as I hav said, Papist 
and Protestant alike persecuted in pro- 
portion to their respeotiv influences. For 
the stake and rack were on both sides at 
the disposal of strong and earnest men— 
souls capable of the direst renunciation 
and sacrifice, and prepared, at the call of 
what they felt certain was duty, to make 
earth an Acelduma of gore and groans, 
that heaven might be an Elysium of gold 
and glory. In England here we hav been 
fed full of horrors on the recital of the 
persecutions by the Papists; and the or- 
dinary Protestant in the street holds per- 
secution to be a trait of the hated Romish 
Church, and is unaware that his Church 
ever persecuted at all. The prolonged and 
gallant struggle of the Scottish Covenan- 
ters was not against Papists, but against 
their fellow Protestants, It was a Protestant 
hammer that drove the wedges down upon 
the splintered bones of Hugh MoKail; it 
was Protestant murder that, in front of his 
own doorstep, scattered the brains of John 
Brown of Priesthill. They were Protest- 
ant hands that tore the body of Alexander 
Peden from the grave. These flerce blades 
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e ber that this superb work 
E "had been in preparation for so 
ez were getting a little impatient 
= have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
@= all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 
£ realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
E in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
E per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
E three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. 


undoubtedly to many they will 
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Freethought 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to’ one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 


properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the lettersthat reach this office, they are 


lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or FREE- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 


With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 

Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


at Bothwell are in Protestant hands, and, 
from point to hilt, they are red with Prot- 
estant blood. ‘The mad and miserable 
hundreds in Greyfriars churchyard are 
Protestants, and it isa hedge of Protest- 
ant muskets that keeps them there. The 
Crown that goes down into the churned 
fury of the deep, gored to ruin on the rock 
horns of the Orkneys, is filled with Prot- 
estants, shipped off by other Protestants to 
be sold in the Indies as slaves. Protestant 
voices sing that death-psalm till the sea 
closes and roars over the psalm and the 
singer. ę ' 
The John Calvin was no Papist who, in 
order to prolong hisagony, caused Michael 


Servetus to be slowly roasted to death. In'applied the heated basin and the rats was 
Holland a man who had already been; Diedrich Sonnoy, a Protestant; he who 
scorched, racked, and partly flayed is|had the heated basin and the rats applied 
trailed across the floor of the dungeon out| to him was Nanning Koppezoon, a Papist. 
into the light, that other horrors might be! As far as I am aware, rat-in-the-bowels is 


perpetrated for the purpose of inducing 
him to take a certain view of certain doc- 


i ints—one more attempt to bring! Pathos, wit, indignation, and humor 
e party to him who said, ‘He that mingle and contrast in “The Bottomless 
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COMPANY announced in Octo- 
was at last ready for delivery. It 
long that some of the subscribers 
and wondering when they would 


They did not 


In- 


also be the most attractive—and 


satisfied—but surprised and de- 


influence; in Part Second, as an 
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| believeth not shall be damned.’ The man, 
| back downwards, was firmly secured to 
ithe floor. Then, on his naked abdomen, 
was placed an inverted metal vessel con- 
taining under it à number of rats. On the 
bottom uppermost of this basin live coals 
were heaped till the rats underneath, to 
escape being roasted alive, tore their way 
through the man’s flesh into the cavity of 
his body to find refuge among his intes- 
tines. The basin was removed, and fiery 
cinders were thrust into the holes in the 
flesh through which the rats had torn their 
way. They had put zats into him; but, 
leven yet, they had failed to put into him 
ithe true conception of Jesus. He who 


an exclusivly Protestant argument to 
bring the sinner to God." 


^ 
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Pit,” and he who begins it is not very likely 
to lay it down. uutil the last page ia 
reached. There is an excellent demand 
for Saladin's works in the United States 
and Canada, and we are quite safe in pre- 
dicting that the one here noticed will be : 
equally welcomed with its predecessors in 
the homes of American Freethinkers. 

In our issue for February 9th we stated 
that the price of ** Marriage and Divorce” 
(Philadelphia: John E. Porter & Com- 
pany) is $3.50. This was a mistake; the 
price of the book is only $1.50, which 
makes it & very cheap volume. 


There is more Catarrh in this section of tha 
country than all other diseases put together, and 
until the last few years was snpposed to be incur- 
able. For a great many yes:s doctors pro- 
nounced it a losal disease, and prescribed local 
remedies, and by constantly failing to cure with 
local treatment, Gronounced it incurable. Bol- 
ence has proven Catarrh to be a constitutional 
disease, and, therefore, requires constitu ‘ional 
treatment. Halls Catarrh Cure, manufactured 
by F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohio, is the only 
constivutional cure on tha market. Itis taken 
internally in doses from 10 drops to a t3a3poon- 
ful. It acts directly on the blood and mucons 
surfaces of the systew. They offer one hundred 
dollars for any case it fails to cure. Send for 
circulars and testimonials 


F. J. CHENEY & COR ledo, O 
.J. .,"Poledo, O. 
t€ Soli by Druggists, 75c. POR 
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Something 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER. WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 
For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. a 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


tí 

Intercourse Between the Soui and Body.” 
By Emanue! Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 

Interesi g b ok by sameauthor: `“ Fonr Lead- 
iog Doctrines.” 217 pp..7% ents. " Divine Love 
and v -dom," 248 pp., 75 cents. “ Divine Prov- 
idence,” 308 up, 7% nus ‘Conjugal Lov ," 472 
pp. $1. "Tus Chris ian Region,” 982 pp, 
$150 ^ Ap calypse Explai ed,” Vols. 1, 2, 8,4 
cach, $1. Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the 
American Sweden org Printi g and Publishing 
Society 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


The Milliad. 


(1000 STANZAS) 


A Poem of Justico and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology, and applying the test of the 
Golden Kule to the world’s history, the author 

as demonstrated that the libersy and life of the 
nation depend upon a recognition of the princi- 
ple that. : 

“Right, and, Right only, Makes Might.” 


The poem is in ten Ontos (100 stanzas fto each 
canto), as follows: 
I.—Themis Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


ight. 
IL—The Olympian Council. 
Ir.—The Goddes:es in Consultation. 
IV.—Yhebus, Apollo, and Libersy. A Romance 


in High Life 
V —Sket.h of World's History to 19th Century.. 
VI.—History of the United States. Twofoid 
sectionalism , 
VII.—The Theory and Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. 
VOID eco M vcson and Subsequent Politics. 
atire. 
IX.—The Volumbian Exposition. 
X.—The Parliament of Religions and Iis Sub- 
lime Lessons. 


Cloth, 400 pp.,$1; holiday edition, $1.50, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
“A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 cents. 
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Not for Parsons. 


* Do- you know much about that horse 
you bought from the deacon?” ‘‘I know 
more about the deacon than I did.”—Life. 


Ws all hav here our work to do, 
If we'd be worthy of our hire; 
For some must watch, while some must 
pray— . 
The fighting we do in the choir. 


Fonp Morser: ‘' Clarence, didn’t I 
overhear you praying at bed-time for God 
to keep Willy Wiggles from harm during 
the night?” Little Clarence: ‘‘Yep! I 
wanted him spared, so’s I could lick the 
stuffin’ out of him to-day.”—Puck. 


Lrrruz Ream: *'l don’t b'lieve the 
Lord cares a cent for good boys." ‘‘ Fond 
mother: ‘‘ Horrors! What put that idea 
into your head?” Little Reggie: ‘‘ He 
hardly ever makes good boys strong 
enough to lick bad boys.”— Good News. 


CLERGYMAN (to hotel clerk): ** What do 
ou charge a day?" Clerk: ‘‘ Three dol- 
Jars.” Clergyman: ‘‘ You hav rates for 
clergymen, of course?" ‘‘Oh, yes, sir.” 
lergyman: ‘‘How much are they? 
Clerk: ‘‘Three dollars.” — Boston Courter. 


Sister Broxy: ‘‘Fo’ de Lord, pawson, 
dis watah is 'nouf to freeze one to deaf!" 
The parson (reprovingly): ** Hab you no 
fish in yo’ heart?" Sister Becky: '' Yes, 
pawson; dere’s fiah enough in mah heart, 
but. it’s de flesh an’ bones dat feels de 


cold!” —Puck, 


STRANGER: ‘‘ You say religion has never 
entered into politics in this town?” Boss: 
**No, sor; an’ we don't intind to let it.” 
“A wise resolve, my friend.” ‘‘ Yis, sor. 
Kapin’ religion out av politics is aisy 
enough, sor." ‘*‘ How do you manage?” 
'Sure, all the candidates do be av wan 
religion, ”— Puck. 


Aunt (poetically): ‘‘Ah, what is more 
beautiful, more sublime, than the tolling 
of the church bells upon a Sabbath morn- 
ing! What happy thoughts it brings us!” 
Nephew (practical): ‘‘You bet it does, 
aunt! Just as soon as a fellow hears them 
he knows that it’s Sunday, and he can 
turn over and sleep all day if he wants to.” 
— Puck. 


An old Welsh tailor being sued by the 
rector for tithes, and being told these were 
for preaching in church, said, ‘‘ I’ve noth- 
ing to giv thee, for I never come to hear 
thee." ‘*Oh, but you could come when- 
ever you like,” said the rector, ‘‘the doors 
are always open." Next day the parson 
threatened further proceedings, where- 
upon the tailor took him a bill for forty 
shillings, ‘‘For what do I owe you this 
money?” ‘‘For tailoring.” “For tailor- 
ing!" exclaimed the rector, ‘‘ why, I never 
was tailored by you in my life.” ‘‘Oh, 
but thou might’st hav come and been 
tailored any day thou did’st like, for 
my doors, like thine, are always open."— 
Exchange. 


MISS FREAM AS A PHILANTHROPIST. 


When Miss Rebecea Fream devotes her 
Sunday leisure to a systematic effort to 
prevent east-side boys from playing the 
wicked game of craps she does it out of 
the pure benevolence which makes the 
philanthropic reformer lie awake at night 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 
ur pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
iene for Equality of aration, and a Statement 
of Facw, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and ‘Lerritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; s0 arranged as to show at 
a glance the reiative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa, 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and, Sections, all 
comparisons being basea upon official figures. 
This pamphlet is the only one of the kino pub- 
lished. In no other work are the iacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, w: 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shali 
have been completed — probably about eignt 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
-nd will hav the dew of morning ou them so long 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffered 
o 5xist. i TAA 
i By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
Work is pubsished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
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devising plans for making other people 
think as he does. 

This is the central fact of Miss Fream’s 
publie career, and it was wholly ignored 
by the police inspector who lightly asked 
her why she does not take life as she finds 
it and enjoy herself. 

Those who take life as they find it and en- 
joy it are called ‘‘ Hedonists” in dictionary 
English, Miss Fream is not a Hedonist 
but a ; hilanthropist. Instead of trying to 
make it pleasant for the little vagrom boys 
whose salvation she is seeking she means 
io hav the last one of them locked up if it 
takes the entire police force to do it. And 
with them the push-cart men, the saloon- 
keepers, the wienerwurst and pretzel 
pedlers, and all other publicans and sin- 
ners who are not good enough to be at 
large. j 

Feeling that it is absolutely necessary 
to hav sinners locked up as a means of im- 
proving them, Miss Fream is willing to 
take eharge of the government of New 
York city, or even of the entire continent, 
if it is necessary for the accomplishment 
of her philanthropie purposes. 

She feels that she would be false to her. 
self and to her mission if she wilfully al- 
lowed any unrepentant sinner to go at 
large. ence she spends her Sundays in 
begging the police to lock up the unre- 
generate, and they show a very low idea 
of her mission when they invite her to 
take things easy and enjoy herself. She 
could not do that if she tried. Sheis in 
the world for its improvement, and not for 
her own pleasure or that of any one else. 
The lagging rate at which this world grows 
better is perhaps due in part to the fact 
that this pertinacious woman is a typical 
dg compulsory reformer.— New York 

orld. - 
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A Valuable Book on Nervous 

Diseases to any address by the 

REV. E. KONIG, 
—FORT WAYNE, IND.— 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reiehwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


Fruits and Vegetables. 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 
BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY. 


SPECIALTIES : 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 
anges, Lemons, Cranberries Pineapples, 
Grapes, Peaches, Pears, Plums, el- 

, ons, Apples, Berries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
oes, Ovlery, Beets, Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash, Crab Ap- 

ples, Keg Plant. 


Special_ attention paid to filling orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese. and ali kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago, 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogue free. Safe Wato 
street. New York. 


1.38 up. Hand- 
Oo., 9 Murray 
59t19 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B moss. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


CoxTENTS—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. Criginal Sin and the 
Atonement. A Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's “ Evidences of 
Christianity " Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

Price. Cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Rav. G. T. Fox, M.A. f 
Pries.15 asnts Address this otos, 


SEND ME YOUR 


ORDERS! 


PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfeet Time Keepar. 

GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof 
silverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 

Regular Grade American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, F'ahys, 
Deuber, Crown, etc. 


PRICES. 


7 jeweled 80z. screw open face silverine case, $4,75 
Ts oZ. s se Silver “ 975 
Pon Byes zo zo gold;allea 100 
7 105 “ hunting “ Mu 
7 : 20 "E b» L " oe LLI 17 00 
7 S 30 " hunt., Louis xiv. gold-filled 20 00 
7 . Mkt. solid gold open face case 2800 
7 14kt. " unting " 

11 *  éimore; 15 jeweled, $2.50 more. 

15 7 adj., $4 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $6 more. 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, etc. 

PRICES. 


7 jeweled in 20 year, plain or engraved, £11 50 
78 20°“ full eng'd and scalloped. 18 00 
7 * 20 '" 14bt. 80. d gold, - = 2000 
po cu 20 “* 14kt. s heavy, 30 00 
nu t" $1 more 
15 " , 4 more. 
15 " adj. 6 more 

In fine plush cases per express prepatd. 

CHAINS. 
Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 


men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4, and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 

The Freethought Badge and Charms, 

Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. 

Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 

KOM, Small Size Badge.— 

LOkt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
3€ Vith genuine chip dia- 
mond, $6. With full cut 

uae genuine diamond, $10. 
Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With ` 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15. 

` The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 

Repvorp PnioeLiST.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50 ; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
I can save you money in anything in 
my line. 


Orders filled same day received. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, ete. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler 


Rochelle, Illinois, 
Established 1857. 
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— Gems of Fhought. 


. Tam banished of the church are always 
"a best blood; they are in advance of their 
imes. 


Wauss you hav chosen your part abide 
by it, and do not weakly try to reconcile 
yourself with the world.—Zmerson. 


Toss who are fiercest to destroy and 
hang their fellow-men for having commit- 
ted crimes, are, for the most part, at heart, 
criminals themselvs, — Ingersoll. 


Nor only harmony of coöperation in the 
social state, but also efficiency of codpera- 
tion, is best achieved by conformity to the 
law of equal freedom.— Herbert Spencer. 


Ir is equally true that all cannot remain 
politically free if all are not economically 
free. Political freedom is but the first in- 
stallment of economic freedom.— Henry 
D. Lloyd. 


. We need n^ Christian rule of political 
right; we need only one which is rational, 
just, human. The right, the true, the 
good, has always its ground of sacredness 
in itself, in its quality.—Z'euerbach. 


Tun agitator must stand outside of or- 
ganizations, with no bread to earn, no 
candidate to elect, no party to save, no 
object but truth—to tear a question open 
and riddle it with light.— Wendell Phil- 

ps. 


.. Ir would, indeed, fare badly with morals 
if they had no other than a supernatural 
basis; if men were not subject to physio- 
logical penalties; if their conduct were 
visible only to a supernatural eye; if they 
had not, in fact, the inherent and inherited 
morality of a million years.—Furneaux 
Jordan. 


IT is a current philosophy that 8 thou- 
sand fools working in division must always 
remain 8 thousand fools, but that a thou- 
sand fools co-operating are magically 
transformed into a thousand-leaved volume 
of prophecy. It is comfortable arithmetic. 
But it is the sort of figuring that always 
winds up in ciphers. — Horace L. Traubel. 


Ir is proposed by some to introduce the 


military into our public schools. This 
proposition should be rebuked by the 
truly civilized among us. What do we 


want of the coarse and brutalizing influ- 

ences of the military in our schools? We 

Should try to get the savage out of us, 

ere than train it into us.— Progressiv 
ge. . 


BEAvurY is real; it is that which alone is 
permanent and visible; it lurks behind & 
thousand masks and distorted counte- 
nances, ever struggling to body itself forth; 
it is the manifestation of potent and mys- 
terious natural laws, which but for it 
would remain forever hidden from us. Its 
proud power is to awaken Love with all 
her joyous train; and Love means the un- 
conscious attraction of the Ideal, the no- 
blest incitement to human endeavor.— 
Daniel G. Brinton. 


I Tamez it probable that Whitman antici- 
pated a long perod of comparativ oblivion 
for himself and his works. He knew from 
the first that the public would not be with 
him; he knew that the censors of taste, the 

: eritios and literary professors, would not 
be with him; he knew the vast army of 
Philistia, the respectable, orthodox church- 
going crowd, would be against him, and 
that, as in the case of nearly all original, 
first-class men, he would hay to wait to be 


Extract 


cures Cuts, Burns, 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


. «good thing ts always imitated; poor 

. ones never. There are many worthless 
imitations of POND'S EXTRA e. If 
you went to be CURED i 


-BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE. 
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understood for the growth of the taste of 


himself. —JoAn Burroughs. 


WE must see to it that religion is kept 
out of politics if our institutions are to be 
maintained. When the civil law givs pro- 


tection to every person to worship as 


or her conscience dictates, it has accom- 
plished its purpose, as far as religion is 


concerned; but whenever through secret y 
f | and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 


organizations one seot or community o 


sects, attempts to deprive those of other 


religious belief, or of no religion, of an 


equal participation in the management of 
civil affairs, either as sovereigns at the 


polls, or servants of the people, then it is 
time that lovers of our free institutions 
branded it with the stamp of their unquali- 
fied condemnation:—Denison Gazetteer. 


As the moral sentiment when educated 
makes a nation's greatness, when ignorant 
it becomes a nation's weakness, I his- 
tory has shown that when oppression has 
been foiled on every other side, its last 
resort is to alarm the moral sentiment of 
the masses, to confuse their common sense 
with black speoters of immorality. In that 
fear, that confusion, selfish power has often 
found a community’s vulnerable heel, and 
there planted its fang. Wecan see through 
such masks in the past; we can recognize 
in many massacres which pretended to de- 
fend virtue the concealed hand of vice; 
but, alas! the lessons of history are not yet 
wisdom for the people, and the old device 
may still, it seems, be tried with success. — 
Moncure D. Conway. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“ Life,” by ‘the prince of orators,” Col. n 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 

urrounde t BE | 
truthtully genoribed as, Ope of ane esters 

he orator and poe o Ü we 
e stands alonedn the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and 6 & souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistio 
workmanship. Etis pentod on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x18 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


by the prose poem, which has been |- 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WIrH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of “Mr. Putnam's works, 


it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. ; 
10 cents & copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 

This isthe grertentargument ever made in & case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex 
pounded oD every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents: in cloth, 50 cents. 
sdarace THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


buCAS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Fhe Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81, . . 
fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. 81. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. 5 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth. à! 

Zoological Sketches: A . Coutribution to 
the Outdoor study of Naturaj History. Ine 


trated by H Faber Cloth, 82. 
Address — THE kira SEEKER, . 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Bxamination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Püor.F W. NEWMAN Price 2% sents. 
Address THE TBUTH.SEEEEB. 


127- 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersolls Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 
The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYET1E PLACE, New York. 
MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 
-& Cy i 


A TLLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations ar 
fearful for ministers to behold. í 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1, New York. 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidences, 
and Karly History of Christianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere to Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. 


By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. l 
PBIOE, $2. D 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., . 
28 Lafavette place. New York. 


TA GRAND DISCOVERY ! $ 


WANTED —A live man or woman in every 

county where we have not already secured & 

representative to sell our "Nevada Silver” 

SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to cone 

sumers; &8olid metal white as silver; no plate to 

wear off. 3 goods teed to wear & Lifetime 5 cost 

about one-tenth thetof silver; the chance of s life- 

time; agents average from $ 

meet with ready sales eve; 

demand for our Solid Mets 

lion Dollars’ worth in dai 

Free. Address Standard 

Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 
a 


4nd STEREOPT NS, à! prices. Views iflustra! 
ESSE ot PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, eu. 

A profitable business for a man with a small ca] 
Lanterns vor Home Amusement. 250 «ns Catalogue 
MCALLISTER, Mie Ooticians 4O NQKenU Sta... 


DO YOU WANT IT 29 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. No experience. New arit Bill gives 
unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted. Man: 

P. O. Box 5808, Boston, Mass. 


NOW HEAD THIS. 

Dr. Fellowsis a stanch LIBERAL and a ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 


give canfidenne *^ theee affintad. 
" 


oy yi 


« il E | 


te 


ayer 
rt 


ten cents, sealed in a plain envelone, 

Ngiving causes and symptoms of the cuu 

B plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

important medical discovery—an Onte 

ward Application—a positive cure—tbe only rem. 

: edy of the kind in existence—with evidences Of sno 
cess, 


„Address — pp, R. P, FELLOWS, 
Bay whore yousswthisadver.~ Vineland, Med,’ 
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AG NE^ 
X A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. E 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. I. The God and Man of the Bible, II. God and the Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy and Expectancy? V. Jesus 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate Resurrection? VII. 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Co ning of Christ? VII The Christ Spirit Out- 
side the Bible. IX What Is the Bible? X. How Man Advances. XI. Why Do Men Cling to the 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is Therea God? XIV. Reward and 
Punishment XY. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 2 

Light. 
k 


A Book that should bein the hands of all who seek the 
pt paper, 50 cents; cloth, $i 'The Truth Seeker, New York. 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Ethies as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, 
What is Morality? 
What is Ignorance ? i 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, 
Concerning Education, 

onduct; or Right Doing, | ot Life, 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? 


What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 

Conscience or Moral Sense, _ Beautiful Charity, : 

Selfshness, the Menace of Socie-Fidelit the Giver of Strength 
_ ty, and Honor, 

Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower Value of Wealth. TES 

i Avarice, Not & Means to Life's 


Best End, ` 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, 


Fortit ude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- dice, i 
ous? .. Anger, the Distorter, 
Cultivation of Individuality, . "The Angel of Forgiveness, ( " . 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man. ofMan. . 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, à Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 


d . . &Reasonand Free Inquiry. 
ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 

A Free Press, 
Rights of Animals, 
Rights of Children 


Value of a Trade, cess 7 : Politeness. The Gentleman 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difticulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 
Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 


Truth and Falsehood, Highway, 
Whatisan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, 
of & Promise. Power of Will, 1 g 
Frauda Crime, Courage, & Necessity to Right 

The Poison of Slander, Living, 


“Right Living " is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 


Best Society, ` 
Progress; or Enlightenment: 
Wisdom. 


PRICE, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 


an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers, 
II. If There Were & Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
IIL. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for , 
His Processes Are E regiously Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 
They Often Serye No Use, . 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. "T 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. Jj 
VI. Astronomv and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PDL RRA OOOO 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CCVTAINING 148 PROPOSIT:ONS. 
With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


Ter ptures. Including Qnestions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Alro, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.———Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 287 «fayette Place. New York City 


Price 15 cents- Address 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. ! 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Bingle copy, 25 cents, Five copies for $1, ^ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


——— 


ROBERT G. 
INGERSOLL'S | 
WORKS. 


Only Authorized Editions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. 


Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


-HOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
Inc!uding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James Blaine for Presidency iu 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. uu 
Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, ‘The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, The Fah, 
D.mpness, Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagnes, The Flight, Confess 
ang oe Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religions Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 60 cents; 
cloth, $1. 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 

Being Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
inige, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 

BLASPHEMY, 

Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be & model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for ‘tblasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the questiou of the Christians as to what he proposes instead o Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 

THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll's rej oinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE'S VINDICATION. 
A Reply tothe New York Ooserver's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 
In the suit of th» B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co.,1886 Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. š 
Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Proze-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x 13.(for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plato paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. : 
"i sf * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 vents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparativa Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 
INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
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“A Revival of Dogma.” 

At first thought no fairly intelligent person 
would be supposed to desire the return of the age 
of dogmatic theology. The darkest chapters in 
human history are those which record the terrible 
doings of people crazed with the vain imaginings 
of the creed-makers. The millions of our fellows 
who in Christian lands died in unutterable agony 
at the hands of priests or of civil officials under the 
influence of priests were the victims of religious 
dogma. They died to save the souls of others from 


the hell of theology, died because the priest taught 
that he who doubted was damned and, causing his 


neighbors to doubt, caused them also to be damned 


The world has had more than enough of dogma. A 
dogma is a positiv assertion concerning something 
of which nobody knows anything. Dogma is the 
The theologian holds 
that he who is so modest that he is willing to say 
* I don't know” is desperately depraved and is fit 


affirmation of ignorance. 


only for the flames of eternal torture. 

"The Boston Congregationalist thinks that it sees 
indications of a revival of dogma, and it rejoices 
greatly thereat. Let us hope that the only basis 
for the thought was the wish of the editor. He 
says: ‘Social relations are stable only when con- 
science rules, and conscience is without authority 
unless it can appeal to God.” But conscience is 
not the voice of God ; go back so far as you can and 


you come not to God or gods; you find only men | 


and their conceptions of human relations; con- 
science is the voice of heredity and education. 
Again: * Wherever men are interested in living 
aright they want to know about God, and they 
want what is known of God stated in terms which 
they ean understand." In other words, men too 
indolent to think or otherwise incapable of doing 
80, want what men no wiser than themselvs hav 
guessed about gods and devils, “stated in terms 
which they can understand,” that is, they want cut- 
and-dried answers to questions to which no scientific 
afirmativ answer is possible. Theology has always 
thriven on this credulous receptivity of the masses. 
Scientific education is the enemy of dogma, and 
hence the one thing needful to prevent a revival of 
dogma is the spread of such education. This is 
why theology has ever fought against science and 
genuin instruction. 
know what evidences there are that he has made 


revelations to men and what are those revelations.” | “Warfare of Science” and Saladin’s “Bottomless 


If that was really what they wanted they would 


leave dogmas alone and study the Bible and history |. 


and criticism and science with the purpose of get- 
ting at the facts. Unfortunately, all they want is 


‘a bundle of dogmas embodying what certain other 


men say was revealed, with some very positiv assur 
ances that there was actually such a revelation. 
The next sentence of the Congregationalist's ar- 
ticle tells the story in few but pregnant words: 
“They hunger to believe and welcome authoritiv 
statements of faith.” That is it, and that is the 
secret of the success of theology; once let the peo- 
ple generally begin the search for truth regardless 
of preconceived opinions and inherited desires, and 
the reign of the priest nears its end. This is why 
preists sigh for a revival of dogma; for them there 
are already too many men and women who do not 
“long to believe and welcome authoritiv statements 
of faith.” 

The Congregationalist tries to assure itself that 
the people are “ growing weary of critical discus 
sions of religious themes ”; that “they are coming 
to listen eagerly for the utterance that is positiv, 
that rings with the fervor of belief in God, holy 
and supreme, offering pardon to lost sinners 
through Jesus Christ his son.” The Boston paper 
must hav a very low opinion of the intelligence of 
the people of America and of the world if it believes 
that they are ready to go back into the midnight of 
the grossest superstition that ever cursed a civilized 
race. Does it really think that in this age of Evo- 
lution the faith of the people in the childish tale of 
the creation and fall of man, and the silly story 
that a part of God, that was procreated by another 
part, was murdered at the instigation of still 
another part that whosoever should believe the 
marvelous lie should escape eternal death, while all 
who could not believe would be tortured forever 
by the loving moity of God that did the son-mur- 
daring act over there in Palestine—we ask, does the 
Boston editor believe that the faith of the people 
in this incredible invention is to become stronger 
in this era of science, this age of inductiv reason- 
i-g? It would seem so, for he gravely says that 
he “confidently expects a revival of dogma.” 

‘Renewed interest in God and men’s relations to 
him and in human destiny, cannot fail to strengthen 
the fellowship as well as advance the knowledge of 
those who believe and obey him.” But what is to 
be the fate of those who cannot believe in him, and 
are therefore unable to obey him? Will their lot 
be any easier than was that of their prototypes who 
were martyred in the centuries when the power of 
dogma was at its zenith? And not only those who 
cannot believe, but those whose belief varies by but 
a hair's-breadth from that of the dominant theologi- 
ans, will have a hard time of it when Dogma sits 
Once more on the world’s throne. “Fellowship” 
was at a discount when Catholics were murdering 
Protestants, Protestants murdering Catholics and 
each other, and both classes torturing and slaughter- 
ing “witches” and Infidels. And “knowledge”? 
There was very little of it in those days of Dogma’s 
iron rule, but there was any amount of faith and 
superstition. Is it possible that the Congregation- 
alist wants to revive the Dark Ages? If not, does 
it believe it couid have an age of dogma and not 
have at the same time an age of persecution? Like 
causes produce like results, and an intense faith in 
the doctrine of exclusive salvation inevitably leads 
to the establishment of an inquisition. 

«With the revival of dogma will come a revival of 
faith, hope and love.” Yes, of faith, but if you 


Once more: “They want to| would know something of the “hope” and “love” 


‘inspired by the supremacy of dogma read White's 


Pit.” 
— a ——— 
The Governor and the Preachers. 

Some weeks since we gave a summary of an 
answer made by Governor Fishback of Arkansas to 
the preachers of Little Rock, who had taken him 
to task in characteristic ministerial style for some- 
thing he had said regarding the social evil and the 
proper way to deal with it. His letter aroused the 
preachers to a pitch of frenzy rarely seen except in | 
that highly inflammable class, and they have been 
telling all sorts of stories about him and his be- 
liefs. Their assertions hav called out another com. 
munication from the belligerent governor, which 
we find in the Arkansas Gazette, of Little Rock, of 
Jan. 21. In it he says that he might summarily 
dispose of the statements of the divines by brand- 
ing them as falsehoods, but as he ‘feels disposed to 
do a little missionary work among certain fanatics,” 
he avails himgelf of the opportunity to discuss the 
subject at length. 

It is clear that Governor Fishback is a very firm 
believer in Christianity and its power to finally re- 
geuerate humauity, and it is this faith in the divine 
mission of the church that makes his cutting and 
weighty criticisms of the churches as represented 
by the ministers of more than usual interest and 
moment. He does not believe that men and women 
can be made religious and virtuous by law, but he 
is sure that Christianity will accomplish these re- 
sults by filling the heart with love for God and our 
fellows. So long asthe governor is opposed to per- 
secution and savage penal statutes we can forgive 
him for his belief in the efficacy of a religion that 
has always made men the persecutors of their breth- 
ren in the degree that they have loved the god of 
Christianity, but we can not have much respect for 
his powers of discrimination and analysis. He may 
come to see some day though, if the ministers con- 
tinue to spur him into intellectual activity, that the 
sexual vice and crime which are such prominent and 
painful features of Christian society, have been aug- 

mented rather than diminished by the ascetic and 
anti-natural teachings of the church through all the 
centuries of its existence. If Governor Fishback 
could be induced to carefully read Mrs. Gage's 
« Woman, Church and State,” it is not improbable 
that he would revise his high opinion of the regen- 
erating influence of Christianity as it has affected 
woman in all her relations, for it is evident that he 
has considerable capacity for independent thinking. 

After narrating the experience of Berlin in its 
efforts to expel or control the social evil, and repro- 
ducing the short note which first aroused the ire of 
the ministers, Governor Fishback quotes at length 
from an article written by Rev. John Snyder of St. 
Louis. This article was called out by the Fish- 
back-preacher controversy, and contains much that 
is true concerning the training and attitude of the 
average clergyman. Mr. Snyder says that “it is 
the noisy, empty, superficial, over-zealous members 
of the profession who are apt to push themselvs to ^ 
the front in every movement of social reform, and 
as they have but one test by which to measure all 
social questions, wiser and more thoughtful men 
are honestly reluctant to oppose them, lest they 
should seem to be fighting the interests of pure 
morality.” We knew that these were the ministers 
who were always seen at the frontin legal moralistic 
and religious crusades, but we had been so unchar- 
itable as to harbor the suspicion that the reason 
they had. the monopoly of this kind of business was 
because there was no other class of orthodox min- 
isters. 

Mr. Snyder is entirely right in thinking that 
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mental arrogance is one of the besetting sins of the 
minister. He attributes its prevalence to the fact 
that the utterances of preachers are rarely “contra- 
dicted or wholesomely criticised.” The congrega- 
tions are much more likely to sleep under sermons 
than to subject them to searching logical examina- 
tion. We opine that if they did the latter there 
would soon be about one hundred thousand clergy- 
men looking for a new occupation. While, as Kip- 
ling says, the young puppy is soon taught that it is 
not safe to bite the ear of the older dogs, and the 
young lawyer is early snubbed into sensibility and 
quits talking nonsense in the court room, the young 
preacher breathes an atmosphere made poisonous 
by flattery. He is treated with a delicate deference 
that is often mistaken and hurtful. There is a 
well-simulated pretense of accepting his opinions, 
and thus he livs in a false position. He is apt to 
grow up “narrow, arrogant, dogmatic, partisan, 
and nobody corrects the mental habits which are 
fatal to true intellectual growth.” The St. Louis 
clergyman thinks that it is probable that in every 
church in the country “there are men who know 
that their pastor's views of doctrin, of sociology, of 
Biblical criticism, will not stand the test of rigid 
examination, and yet they are kept silent by those 
unwise traditions that govern man’s relations to the 
ministry.” Perhaps Mr. Snyder forgets that it is 
dangerous to criticise, in the church, even in the 
most mild and courteous manner, the deliverances 
from the pulpit. Such criticism is held by the law 
to be a “disturbance of religious worship.” The 
minister jealously guards the immunity thus granted 
to him; he knows that it is his only security. If 
his congregation were given the opportunity, at the 
close of the sermon, to ask questions, as is the au- 
dience of the Freethought lecturer, the church 
would very soon be in a shaky condition indeed. 

Governor Fishback applies the moral drawn from 
the observations of Rev. Mr. Snyder to the clergy- 
men of Little Rock in a way that is the reverse of 
complimentary to the latter. He shows that they 
are either densely ignorant concerning the social 
matters about which they assume the exclusive 
right to speak authoritativly, or else they are guilty 
of what “in a preacher of the gospel is infinitely 
worse than even the intensest ignorance.” That 
this fanaticism which refuses to deal with things as 
they are is beyond the reach of reason, the governor 
is well aware, and he perceives that it has retarded 
the “healthy growth alike of morality and religion, 
in all ages and in every clime.” That religion is 
itself this retarding and reactionary force he seems 
to hav failed to understand, and this blindness is 
what puzzles us; it would appear that aman so 
clear-headed as he is should be able to grasp the 
truth that those who believe in a revealed religion 
and a revealed morality are logically estopped from 
looking any further for the laws of social relations. 
If God has revealed his willin the Bible, there is 
where we will find all the rules we need for our guid- 
ance, and to study nature and society is rank treason 
to God. This is what the priesthood has always 
thought and taught, and this is what makes the 
Little Rock ministers impervious to reason and 
common sense; this is what leads them to scorn- 
fully reject the lessons of human experience. They 
hay revealed truth, and that should end all discus- 
sion. Cannot Governor Fishback see this! He 
says that this clerical spirit against which he is con- 
tending is “incapable of recognizing fitness. It 
never reasons, but asserts.” Of course; what else 
is to be expected from men who are the interpreters 
of the divine law? It is not for them to reason, 
but to declare. It is not for Governor Fishback to 
criticise, but to accept. These men hav been sent 
out to preach the gospel; they know, with Paul, 
that he who preaches any other gospel shall be ac- 
cursed, and they agree with John that he who 
comes with any other doctrin should be turned 
out into the night and the wilderness. 

Finally, Governor Fishback hopes that he has 
been able to arouse some intelligent ministers to 
the danger of allowing Christianity to fall into the 
unreasoning control of the fanatics. When has it 
not been under such control? The fact is, a few 
wide awake men in the church are trying, as some 


hav tried in almost every age, to preserve the name 
of Christianity while repudiating nearly all the prin- 
ciples and rules of action that establish the doo- 
trinal and historical identity of Christianity. The 
place for the reformer is outside of the church. 
There he can think and breathe freely, and there he 
need not stultify himself. 


Are Sunday Laws Necessary to Secure “ Rest’’? 

We were long ago thoroughly convinced that all 
that is required to bring about the repeal of the 
existing Sunday statutes is the education of the 
masses Of the people so that they can see that it is 
not necessary to their comfort that these statutes 
be retained. The stale theological arguments can- 
not avail against the common sense of the people, 


‘once it is shown to them that the repeal of the Sun- 


day laws will not lead to their industrial oppression. 
It is the perception of this fact that has caused 
us to dwell so often and at such length on the 
“rest” feature of the Sunday problem. No doubt 
the subject has grown rather monotonous to 
some of our readers, but they should bear in mind 
that eyery day new names are added to our subscrip- 
tion lists and that the people at large, to whom 
great numbers of sample copies are sent, are as yet 
uninformed in regard to this matter. It takes 
years to din the most simple truths into the heads 
of the majority of the people—it must be line upon 
line, precept upon precept, week after week, year 
after year. Tue Truru Szrcer is the only paper in 
the United States that has taken hold of this edu- 
cational question in a systematic way, and effectu- 
ally answered all the practical objections to the 
Free Sunday. Mere denunciation of the preachers 
for their zeal in behalf of Sunday laws is not all 
that the exigencies of the conflict require; we hav 
to explain the origin of the week and of Sabbaths, 
and make it clear to the common folk that the abro- 
gation of all Sunday statutes will not put them 
more at the mercy of employers, but, on the con- 
trary, will make life better worth the living. This 
is a utilitarian age, and to do good work for liberty 
and humanity we cannot afford to disregard utili- 
tarian arguments and considerations. That the 
* regt" pretense is theonly reallv dangerous weapon 
in the hand of the Sabbatarian we receive fresh 
evidence every day. Recently in talking with a 
Freethinking woman, who is not a reader of Tue 
Truru SEEKER, the Sunday question came up and 
she expressed the fear that the repeal of Sabbath 
laws would giv corporations the power to exact 
from their work-people seven days of service for six 
days’ pay. Yesterday we received from a friend in 


the South a letter which contained these questions: | 


**Tf it is not threshing old straw, I wish you'd explain 
in your columns why the present “‘ sacredness” of Snn- 
day is not a boon to the laboring man; and why, if Sun- 
day [laws] were abolished, the labor exploiters would 
refrain from exploiting on that day. I believe ina Free 
Sunday, but think that employers now close up on that 
day simply out of deference to the church. If we take 
that day from the church what is to prevent the employers 
from working us six [seven?] days in the week? The 
only *' bluff" at that explanation that I've noticed from 
our side is that we can take our labor elsewhere, or refuse 
to work Sundays; but that is like saying that we are free 
to work, or starve. How about it? 

It is “threshing old straw,” but thatis what the 
reform newspaper must do. Certainly the “ present 
sacredness of Sunday” is nof a boon to the labor- 
ing man. Until quite recently it has closed against 
him on his day of leisure, in such Puritan countries 
as England, Scotland, and the United States, art 
galleries, museums, libraries, theaters, and other 
places of instruction and entertainment. Every 
Sunday enjoyment so far won for him has been won 
in the face of the most determined opposition on 
the part of the day worshipers. If those who be- 
lieve in the sacredness of Sunday could hav their 
way there would be no place where the laboring 
man could spend that day save in the close and 
stifling quarters of his city home. When Schenley 
Park was opened in Pittsburg last summer and the 
daily attendance was 75,000 or more the theocratic 
preachers and editors of that city and Allegheny 
grew frantic as they talked of the “ desecration ” of 
the Sabbath, and hypocritically bemoaned the fate 
of the poor laboring man whose rest day was men- 


aced by the opportunity given him to take his 
family and spend a portion of the first day of the 
week in the pure air and in enjoyment of the beau- 
ties of natureand art. The same pretense of inter- 
est in the fate of the working people was made in 
this city when Mr. S. P. Putnam and the Editor of 
Tue Truru SEExer, and later the great dailies de- 
manded the Sunday opening of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in Central Park. At last common 
sense and liberty won, and now who but the most 
incorrigible bigots would go back to the old order 
of things? 

Come with us to the Museum on Sunday and see 
the swarming multitudes of the “common people ” 
who throng through its galleries, and tell us if the 
laborer has been injured by this smashing of the 
venerable superstition of the “sacredness of Sun- 
day.” Stand with us on a summer Sunday in the 
upper part of New York along the Harlem and see 
the hundreds of thousands of men, women, and 
children of the masses who go out on the cable, 
horse car, electric, and elevated lines to Fort 
George, Van Cortland, Bronx, and the other 
northern parks; call to your mind the fact that 
we hav in this state an organization which is 
pledged to do all that it can to lock the wheels of 
every one of these cars on Sunday, and then say, if 
you can, that these Sabbatarians are really actuated 
by a laudable desire to secure a day of rest for 
labor. Go to Coney Island and the other seaside 
resorts of this city; go to Crescent and Nantasket 
Beaches, to Nahant, to Swamscott, and other 
breathing places in the vicinity of Boston, and you 
will learn the same lesson that was taught in Har- 
lem. Go to the Public Garden and the Common of 
Boston and when there reflect that it cost a strug- 
gle to open them to the people on the priest’s day, 
and then measure the degree of sincerity of the 
* rest" plea of the Sabbatarians. How many of 
the wage laborers hav the leisure on the six work- 
ing days of the week to spend any time in the 
libraries? And yet the Sabbatarians bitterly op- 
pose the Sunday opening of libraries, all in the 
interest of the dear laborer, of course. Boston's 
public library is open on Sunday, but the Astor 
and other libraries of this city are closed; who 
doubts that it is the Sunday sacredness fetich that 
thus curtails the opportunities of the masses to im- 
prove their minds? Sunday amusements are illegal 
in most of the states, the law makers having gone 
so far in Arkansas as to make it a misdemeanor for 
a man to play a game of cards with his wife in his 
own house on that day, and if the bill lately intro- 
duced in the Missouri Senate becomes a law the 
same state of affairs will prevail in that state. 
Similar laws are on the statute books of other com- 
monwealths. 

. Thus we see that it is the determination of the 
Sundayites to absolutely stop all secular use of the 
first day of the week, either for productive purposes 
or for amusement. They say that Sunday transpor- 
tation, assorting and delivery of the mails must 
cease; that Congress shall pat the brakes on inter- 
state commerce and travel; that the Sunday news- 
paper must become a thing of the past; that the 
street cars must remainin their stables on Sunday, 
the news stands be closed, the bootblacks stop at 
home, the bands leave the parks, the theaters and 
opera houses lock their doors, the galleries, muse- 
ums and libraries shut out their eager visitors, all 
games be forbidden, all labor outlawed. And the 
day is thus to be given over to the church in order 
that the corporations may not oppress their em- 
ployees! What asham! ‘Thelaborer is to be placed 
between the upper and nether millstones of the cor- 
porations and the church and told to be happy! 

It must at once be apparent to our questioners 
that the people could not be said to rest, in any 
legitimate sense of the word, if they were not per- 
mitted to use their leisure time in such manner as 
they individually preferred. True rest is not merely 
cessation from toil; it is such use of one’s faculties 
as is agreeable to the person himself. It is self- 
evident that the great majority of the population, 
particularly of the large cities, cannot employ their 
leisure in a manner either pleasant or instructive if 
a considerable minority are not engaged in work on 
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Sunday. Travel, entertainments, open parks, the 
nourishment and care of the body, the improvement 
of the mind, the enjoyment of the delights of art, 
and of nature as well, necessitate the employment 
of a small army of people on Sunday. So far as the 
individual workers are concerned, those who are 
their own wage payers—a class which includes many 
of the newsdealers, the sellers of confectionery and 
notions, the street venders, the keepers of bath 
houses, and a large number of dealers in miscella- 
neous articles, the ability to procure which when 
out in the parks or on the way, adds somuch to the 
pleasure of the people—so far as this class is con- 
cerned, we say, there is no hardship in being able 
to pursue their vocations on Sunday. In fact, Sun- 
day is their best day, and it is looked forward to 
eagerly by very large numbers of these men and 
women of small means as the day which they hope 
will do something to put them on the right side of 
the world after a week of bad trade. They are eager 
for the chance to make use of the occasion; as for 
rest, they will hav more time for that when their 
Sunday customers are at work. 

It is time that the wage-worker awakened to the 
fact that the Sundayites cannot do anyting for him 
by the enactment of laws forbidding him to labor 
ot play on some particular day. We shall hava 
free Sunday when he gets tired of listening to their 
disingenuous talk about “ rest ” for him. The com- 
fort and convenience of the people call for consid- 
erable Sunday work and the only problem before 
us is one: of adjustment. If the employees of 
transportation lines are wise they will keep aloof 
from the Sabbatarians and work out their own sal- 
vation in the ways that do not deny liberty.. Inas- 
much as many of the employees of railways are 
paid by the miles run instead of by time their wages 
will not be decreased, per hour, by the repeal of 

Sunday laws. Workmen on each division can easily 

" arrange among themselvs, with the concurrence of 
the companies, such a apportionment of time as 
Will permit each man to hav a certain day for rest, 
and the relays can so overlap each other that the 
day off of A will this week be the one that B had 
last week, and so on throvgh the alpbabet and to 
the end of the week. To get one day for rest in 
each seven it is not necessary to make Sunday labor 
a misdemeanor or crime, for it is neither, and it is 
utterly demoralizing to the moral nature of man to 
attempt to make it an offense against the law. We 
understand that the employees of some car lines in 
the cities hav found the plan outlined above to work 
admirably. The relay system can be applied in all 
departments of Sunday activity where wage-workers 
are employed; all that is needed is the desire to 
preserve Sunday for the use of the whole people 
instead of setting it apart for the exclusiv benefit 
of the clergy. As a large proportion of the em- 
ployees of corporations are paid by the day it will 
not affect their wages for the cars to run on Sun- 
day; they will not hav to work seven days for six 
days’ wages. Besides this, laboring men should be 
able to see that if all suburban Sunday travel could 
be stopped their aggregate pay would be great y 
lessened, just as, if the Sunday paper can be killed, 
the total earnings of compositors, stereotypers, 
pressmen, workers in paper mills, in ink factories, 
in type foundries, and in all other places where the 
materials that enter into the production of the Sun- 
day paper are made, will be immensely reduced. 

We do not think that any law is needed to secure 

the adoption of the six-relay system in industries 
that public convenience requires should be carried 
on on Sunday; it ought to be very easy for the 
unions and the companies to amicably arrange the 
details of the system once the men are educated to 
the point of admitting the equity and necessity of 
the plan. But if any statute is deemed to be called 
for by the objections of some of the companies all 
that is needed is a general provision that six days 
shall constitute a week's work, leaving to the em- 
ployers and employees in each instance the working 
out of the details, as the particular necessities of 
that line demand. It is not at all probable that or- 
dinary manufacturing will be engaged in more than 
six days of the week; it has become a settled cus- 
tom for the gates to close on Saturday night and 
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remain closed until Monday morning, and there is | Kansas. This is a mistake; her home is in Kansas 


no pressing demand for them to be opened on Sun- 
day for the convenience of the general public as 
there is for the running of trains and the perform- 
ance of the other kinds of Sunday work which we 
hav specified. Of course there are some industries 
that are continued tight along from one week to 
another for months or perhaps for years, the stop- 


page of which on Sunday would entail great loss. 
But the abrogation of the Sunday law would make 
no difference in these instances. 


Itshould again be brought to the notice of in- 


quirers that it is not a misdemeanor to work on 
secular holidays, such as the Fourth of July, Dec- 
oration Day or New Year's, and yet there is.a gen- 
eral cessation of labor on those days. The Advent- 
ist farmer or carpenter is not sent to jail or the 
chain gang if he works on the Fourth of J uly, and 
we hav not heard single priest clamoring for a 
law to punish him for “desecrating” our natal day, 
and then pretending that he wants that law so that 
the poor wage-worker will not be ground down by 
the ruthless corporations! 
ously insisted by the preachers, it is imperativly 
necessary to the protection of the wage worker that 
all kinds of labor and recreation on Sunday be 
made misdemeanors or crimes, why is it not equally 
necessary for his protection that all kinds of labor 
and recreation on the secular holidays be made mis- 
demeanors or crimes? The question reveals the 
hypocrisy of the “rest” argument of the Sabbatari- 
ans. Work and play on the secular holidays are 


If, as it is so strenu- 


not made misdemeanors or crimes for the simple 
reason that those days are set apart for the enjoy- 
ment of the people, and in order that they may get 
the full benefit derivable from such periods, it is 
necessary that a certain number of the people work 
while the others rest and play. There is no minis- 
terial interference with the “moral” recreations and 
the labors of men and women on the secular holi- 
days unless those days fall on Sunday, when, lo! 
and behold! the laws governing Sunday come into 
play, and the day of recreation is transformed into 
a day of Puritan gloom, so far as the officials can 
be induced to enforce the preachers’ law. How 
completely this performance turns the light of ex- 
posure upon the wicked falsehoods and plottings of 
the day worshippers! If the Fourth of July, for 
instance, comes on Saturday, they never think of 
the abused laborer on the railroad who is being de- 
prived of his “rest,” but if it falls on Sunday they 
are in an agony of mingled grief and rage because 
the “soulless capitalist” is “reducing him to Sab- 
bathless slavery,” depriving him of the opportunity 
to “seek God’s sanctuary.” He who is deceived by 
the pretenses of the Sabbatarian is not wise. 

If the preservations of regular periods of rest be 
the desire of the advocates of Sunday laws, why do 
they not enter their protest against night work! 
Any observing person will readily admit that day 
work is much léss exhausting than the same amount 
of labor performed at night. If we must hav law 
to compel men to rest one day in seven, it would 
seem that it is still more necessary that they be 
forced to sleep at night and do their work in the 
daytime. People also injure themselves by im- 
proper eating, but we hav not yet had the pleasure 
of reading the report of the proceedings of a con- 
vention of theocrats held for the purpose of de- 
manding sumptuary laws regulating the eating hab- 
its of the people of the United States, although simi- 
lar legislation was once common in other lands. 
The palpable fact is,the ministers are engaged in 
the Sunday law crusade for the benefit of the church; 
that is, for their own emolument, not to lighten the 
burden of labor. 


Secretary George Longford of Friendship Lib. 
eral League writes very enthusiastically of Mrs. 
Krekel’s lecture in Philadelphia. This was to hav 
been expected, for she is sure to please the cultured 
audiences that everywhere greet her. We hear 
good reports from all places where she has spoken 
on her Eastern trip. Mrs. Krekel should be kept 
constantly in the field, By the way, we notice that 
some of our friends refer to her as a resident of 


City, Missouri. . 
a IS EORR 

Robert E. Pattison is not mayor of Philadelphia. 
He wasburied under more than sixty thousand ad- 
verse majority. This is good in itself, entirely re- 
gardless of the character of his successful opponent 
or the nature of the forces behind him. Men whose 
deliberate purpose it is to put their fellow citizens 
under a religious despotism should never be granted 
politieal power in a free republic. 


James A. Hearn, of “Margaret Fleming" fame, 
and who has made such a phenomenal success of 
“Shore Acres,” is now dramatizing Helen H. Gar- 
dener's * An Unofficial Patriot.” He thinks that it 
is one of the finest pieces for the drama that has 
been written in a long time. It will be put on the 
boards with the best of accessories, Congressman 
Miner of this city being the financial factor in the 
enterprise. 


That the Sabbath movement is very strong in 
some parts of Pennsylvania—saying nothing of 
other states—is well known. The Christian Re- 
former, speaking of the convention held in Altoona 
on Feb. 14 and 15, says that the pastors united in 
the call with the “ greatest heartiness and unanimity,” 
and “a large number of leading citizens, merchants, 
lawyers” et al., also attached their names. That is 
to say, ina city of more than thirty thousand in- 
habitants the clergy are a unit for repressiv Sunday 
legislation, and so great is their influence that prom- 
inent business and professional men find it to their 
advantage to activly identify themselvs with the 
crusade. Do the Liberals realize the magnitude of 
the task that is to be accomplished by the friends of 
equal freedom? 


A writer in a Philadelphia paper defines worship 
as “love, plus obedience—to a superior.” Then he 
adds: 

“Now, to everyone of us, God is both our heavenly 
Father, and the presider over the human co-operativ 
society. To him, each one owes love and obedience. 
Not to pay what we owe isimmoral. Thus, no worship, 
no religion, is fundamental immorality !” 

He has instanced the obedience that the dog 
renders to his master. But often the dog obeys 
because he fears, not because he loves; it depends 
on the nature of the master. Ifthe dog “worships” 
because he fears, it would appear that said “wor- 
ship” is fear, plus obedience, rather than love, plus 
obedience. That is the kind of worship that most 
men render to their god. They do not see any- 
thing for which to love him, but they have been 
told that he has a very hot hell into which he will 
lock them for eternity if they do not do so and so, 
and the result is that the churches hav a pretty 
large membership. In these latter days, however, 
many of the churches are filled from other mo- 
tivs than either love or fear of the gods. 
How does this writer know that God is our heav- 
enly father? Would a decent earthly father hav 
drowned his children as this **presider over the 
human co-operativ society" drowned the passengers 
of the Elbe? Anyway, human justice would hav 
promptly hanged the man who committed such & 
crime, and there is no logical reason why the actions 
of an infinite criminal should be judged more leni- 
ently. We are told that no worship, no religion, is 
fundamental immorality, because not to pay what 
we owe is immoral, and we owe god love and obe- 
dience. The conclusion is bosh, because the major 
premise is unproven and unprovable. First prove 
that there is & god, and then let him do that which 
calls out our love, and we shall love him spontane- 
ously, as we love whoever else is pleasing to us to such 
a degree as to awaken our affection. As to obedience, 
that is another matter; we herein America do not be- 
lieve in autocracy nor in hereditary government. We 
must liv in harmony with what, for want of a more 
explicit name, we call natural law, if we would not 
suffer, but we hav no freedom of will in the prem- 
ises, and we are under no obligation tosay that we 
love Nature. Neither can we escape the consequences 
of our infractions of Nature’s rules by saying that 
we believe what we cannot believe, and asking Na- 
ture’s pardon. 
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VICTORY! 


We Win the Opening Battle in Colorado. 


HOUSE PASSES the CHURCH TAXATION 
BILL BY THE VOTE OF 34 to 26. 


Strong Lobby Against it and Property Under 
$2,500 às .Exempted, and, as the Basis of As- 


sessment is One third, this means that all 
Churches Worth Less than $7,500 will still 


Sponge on the State. Yet it is a Good Begin- 
ning. Now for the Senate. 


This excerpt from a letter received by Taz 
TauvE SzexeR from Hon. Joseph Gallagher, mem- 
ber from Clear Creek eounty in the Colorado House 
of Representativs, tells the friends of equal taxation 
some very good news: 


I forward $5 to apply to subscription. Let the paper 
still go to the old address, as it falls into good hands for 
missionary work. I forwarded a copy of the Rocky 
Mountain News, with the vote on House Bill 106 taxing 
church property in Colorado. We did our duty; let us 
see what the Senate will do. There is a very strong 
lobby against the bill. Threats of political graves caused 
a few to waver on final passage, but not enough to defeat 
the measure. 

The discussion preceding the passage of the bill 
was very animated and some of the “arguments ” 
of the exemptionists were simply astonishing. It 
was evident that there were representativs who had 
not the most rudimentary conception of sociological 
principles, and whose ideas of justice would hav 
been in harmony with sixteenth century environ- 
ments. Mr. Whittier said that the proposed tax 
would be an impost upon benevolence, upon educa- 
tional institutions, upon religion, and upon patriot- 
ism. Of course by educational institutions he 
meant denominational schools, established for the 
purpose of teaching theological dogmas at public 
expense. He apparently did not deem it necessary 
to explain what kind of benefactors they are who 
want to be generous out of other people’s pockets, 
nor the nature of the religion and patriotism that 
make pious people sponge on those who take other 
ways to express their religious emotions and their 
love of country than the building of churches and 
the employment of missionaries. 

Mr. Whittier also said that the bill “betrayed a 
sentiment like that which animated the French Rev- 
olution.” This was an unfortunate allusion for the 
gentlemen, for it called sharply to mind the fact 
that the French Revolution was caused by the 
wholesale robbery of the French people by the 
clergy and the nobility, who had between them, 
with the aid of the crown, managed to appropriate 
four-fifths of the earnings of the people, and this 
in the names of “religion” and “patriotism.” The 
men in the Colorado Legislature and outside of it 
who are trying to secure the equal taxation of church 
property are those who have read aright the terri 
ble lesson taught by France and other countries 
which have been forced to learn equity through the 
stern logic of events, because they had failed to 
learn it through the logic of justice. 

It it quite probablé that the bill would not have 
passed had it not been for the concession of the 
$2.500 exemption clause made to the poorer churches. 
But there is no reason why churches worth less 
than $7.500 should not be taxed to one third of 
their valuation, as other property is taxed. The 
precedent is a dangerous one, for it will tempt the 
religious people to build more and cheaper churches 
and thus eventually get the major part of their 
wealth again into the dead head list. However, the 
triumph in the Colorado House of Representatives 
is a notable one, and we rejoice greatly thereat, for 
it seems to promise the coming of the day of equal 
rights for all citizens of the republic. If theSenate 
of the Centennial State does its duty as well as or 
better than the House has discharged its, obliga- 
tion and Governor McIntyre sffixes his signature to 
the taxation bill the people of Colorado will have 
good reason to congratulate themselves that all is 
not lost. 


Of the forty-one Republicans in the House 


twenty-one voted for the bill and sixteen against. 
Of the twenty-four Populists thirteen voted for it 
and ten against Mrs Cressingham and Mrs. Klock 
voted aye, and Mrs. Holly, who has been very bit- 
terly assailed for her supposed friendship for the 
measure, voted nay. 

We have put the best of pro-taxation arguments 
into the hands of the Senators, and now turn our 
attention to other states which have not yet been 
reached. We hope that our readers will render us 
all the assistance they can; this is their cause not 
legs than ours. 


Truth About the Tariff. 


Mr. George Macdonald says: “ Somebody ought 
to tell the truth about the tariff" I accept his 
kind invitation and will try to tell as much of the 
truth as can be packed into a short article. 

As a soldier in the war for the emancipation of 
mankind I deem it my duty to Wage relentless war- 
fare upon delusion and superstition. As a Free- 
thinker I fight that ancient and venerable supersti- 
tion known as the Christian religion—the most evil 
and wicked thing, the greatest bar to human prog- 
ress that now exists with the consent of civilized 
men. As a Freetrader I war upon that ancient and 
venerable delusion known as protectionism—an evil 
scarcely less gigantic than the Christian religion. 

The two hav much in common, Both are inva- 
sions of human freedom, obtruding force into the 
domain of liberty. Both shirk the burden of proof. 
assuming the truth of dogmas simply because they 
have dominated the human mind from a time so 
ancient that the memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary and imposing upon their antagonists the 
impossible task of proving a negativ. Both are be- 
liefs out of which men reason themeelves often, but 
into which men reason themselves never. Both 
illustrate the prodigious power among men of habit, 
custom, credulity, prejudice, tradition—the “iron 
hold of the past upon the present.” Both are prop. 
agated by the same fallacies and owe their power to 
the same incurable ignorance of the ‘“‘swinish mul- 
titude.” 

It is fitting, therefore, that Taz Trurn SEEKER 
should wish the truth about the tariff to be pub- 
lished far and wide. Icannot conceive that a truth 
seeker who does not wish to know the truth about 
the tariff is a genuine seeker after truth. 

This is true about the tariff—that protection is 
robbery. A high tariff is high-handed spoliation, 
and a low tariff is spoliation on a smaller scale. 

This is true about the tariff—thata tariff for reve- 
nue is only less odious and iniquitous than a tariff 
for protection. Both alike impose their burdens in 
proportion to what those who bear them consume 
of the necessaries of life. The former taxes us on 
that basis. The latter robs us on the same unjust 
basis. Thus, whether the money wrung from 
the people goes into the publie treasury, as under & 
revenue tariff, or into the pockets of the protected 


classes, as under a protectiv tariff, the enormous 


weight of the burden falls upon the poor, and the 
rich practically escape. And the wider the gulf be- 
tween the rich and the poor, the greater the accumu- 


lations of wealth heaped up in the hands of a few, 


the grosser becomes the injustice. It is impossible 
under pny tariff to compel the owner of 100 millions 
to pay 100 times as much as the owner of one mill- 
ion. But when we compare the amount contrib- 


uted by the owner of 100 millions with that wrung 
from the owner of 100 or 1.000 dollars, the injus- 


tice is enormously greater. This should be kept 


in mind by those who quote the fathers of the re- 


public in favor of protection. The injustice wrought 
by tariff taxation 100 years ago in this country was 
trifling in comparison with what is now done. 

This is true about the tariff—that protection is 
slavery. The essence of slavery is in the fact that 
certain classes are armed with the power of the law 
to increase their wealth by seizing and appropriat- 
ing to their own use part of the earnings of other 
classes. And that is done under a protectiv tariff 
just as effectually as under any other form of slav- 
ery. Itis done, too, forthat matter, under a reve 
nue tariff. For the difference between seizing the 
money of the poor and handing it over to the rich, 
and compelling the poor to pay the taxes of the 
rich, is the difference between tweedledum and 
tweedledee. 

This is true about the tariff—that just as no man 
can seriously study Christian evidences and the 
* Holy Bible" and remain & Christian, so no man 
can seriously study the argument for protection 
without becoming 2 Freetrader. The argument an- 
nihilates itself. There is not a proposition laid 
down by orthodox protectionists that is not contra- 
dicted point blank by some other proposition laid 
down by orthodox protectionists. 

As a Freethinker my religion is loyalty to Truth. 
Not “the truth as it is in Jesus,” but the simple, 
naked truth. But there is in our religion, if we 
care to use the phrase,a holier trinity than the 
“Holy Trinity"—Truth, Justice. Liberty. These 
three are one. A worshiper of Truth must, there- 
fore, be a worshiper of Liberty, and free trade is 
Liberty. He must also bow his head in the awful 
presence of Justice, and free trade is Justice. Pro- 
tection must pass away. Delusion and superstition 
and the worship of mud gods must pass away. 

A. F. Hamiron, 


When renewing for Tae Trurnx SzrrxrB add 
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Missions and Mission Funds.—Rings and Ring 
Masters. 

Is it reasonable to believe that the immense sums 
of money raised by voluntary contributions in the 
four quarters of the globe, and delivered to self-con- 
stituted bodies of men for distribution at their own 
pleasure, and who reside thousands of miles from the 
contributors, will be handled with honesty and fi. 
delity, knowing as we do that officers, public and 
private, under the eye of employers and bound under 
obligations with securities are so frequently caught 
in embezzling, stealing, swindling ? Time and again 
has the public found out that almost every institu- 
tion in which money is handled is honeycombed 
with fraud. Since the days when Price and Swart- 
wout of old time song ran off with the public funds, 
what a long story of scoundrelism on a grand scale 
in the maladministration of public, bank and other 
corporation funds has been played out. Their num- 
ber alone with the names of the head robbers will 
occupy quite a volume. Credit Mobilier, Tweed 
Ring, Star Routes, Navy Contract Frauds are sug- 
gestive reminiscences of a wondrous series ending 
down to the last few days in Carnegie Frauds, 
Lexow Investigation, Comstock Bribe. Week after 
week does one exposure follow another, just as day 
after day one murder after another is related by the 
newspapers, and yet the ill doers are held to do 
right by all the dangers of immediate exposure, of 
condign punishment and disgrace. 

How then can it be possible that there never has 
been a Missionary Ring discovered in the manipula- 
tion of the millions of dollars annually intrusted to 
irresponsible hands during the past hundred years ? 
The idea was suggested to the writer upon the 
perusal of a work entitled “Seeley’s Wonders of 
Ellora,” published about 1820. Seeley was a sub- 
altern of a British regiment of India, and was a 
pious, ordinary person who, having visited the fa- 
mous Rock Cut Temples of India, desired to giv an 
account of his journey and observations. In order 
to make a book complete Seeley describes various 
things he had observed during his long residence in 
that country. Among other affairs he devotes some 
attention to the missionary cause, and does it in the 
most respectful manner, and speaks of some things 
with evident reluctance. In reading lately the severe 
comments on the missionaries of India by a Hindoo 
in the Boston Arena, we were struck by the agree- 
ment between his statements of what is done to-day 
and those made nearly eighty years ago by the for- 
gotten but honest soldier, Seeley, in his deeply in- 
teresting book. Both ask a question like this: 
Suppose the Buddhists of India were tosend a com- 
pany of missionaries to 2 Christian nation, our own, 
for example, and keep up a continual supply of 
funds amounting to millions of dollars per year? 
How many converts would they make; from what 
classes of people would the converts be drawn, and 
how would the enormous funds come in time to be 
administered ? 

It has always seemed wonderful to me that See- 
ley’s work has never been republished. It would 
attract attention to these wondrous rock cut tem- 
ples which far surpass the Pyramids of Egypt, over 
which so much time is expended and concerning 
which so many books are published. 

What Seeley says of them is no doubt true. 
Indeed, according to him, language is inadequate 
to describe them fully. One of these temples alone 
must hav cost more time and labor than any one of 
the Pyramids, for the mere excavation, let alone 
the magnificent and perfect carving and statuary 
by which every square-foot of walls, ceilings, col- 
onades, pillars, doors, and stairways are adorned. 
The description in ‘Asiatic Researches,” by the 
learned society of which Sir Wm. Jones and War- 
ren Hastings were presidents, confirms the truth of 
Seeley's assertions. Evidently the missionaries 
would disfavor any attempt to call for a too critical 
investigation of them, as some questions on their an- 
tiquity might discredit Bible chronology. At first but 
very few men could hav space in which to work. As 
only after a long time more workers could hav 
room & question naturally arises: These temples are 
made diagonally through the mountain of solid 
granit rock; a large entrance is made, then an area 
of several feet is carved out leaving a vast quad- 
rangular mass for the temple. of varying size aceord- 
ing to size of temple, say 40 to 60x100 feet, and 
two stories high. Then the work of excavating the 
rooms, stairways, galleries, doors, etc., was done. 
Pillars, statues, and the like, were carved out at 
certain distances, with altars. The ornarentation 
is ineredibly perfect and beautiful, every square 
foot being elaborately carved with minute exact- 
ness. When Seeley wrote he says we, of that time, 
had no implements hard and durable enough to 
work upon the material. One of tke largest tem- 
ples has a miniature temple in its center about 
15x20, all duly finished—a perfect monolith. 
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There is one thing concerning one of these tem- | 


ples that has never been observed so far as I know, 
and that is, at one end is a set of steps leading 
from the outside down to a carved basin destined 
to hold water. From an opening in the top of the 
mountain water has fallen on some of the steps 
during the rainy season for ages, so long, in fact, 
that the falling water has worn away a large num- 
ber of the steps so that to reach the bottom a ladder 
of several feet has to be used to get down. As the 
other temples hav steps from the same side leading 
down to similar reservoirs there can be no question 
but the steps thus worn away by water originally 
led down to the very top of the carved basin, and 
indeed the ruins prove it. How many ages were 
these temples in building? How many ages did it 
take the water, falling a few months each year from 
one hundred feet above, to wear twelve feet of hard 
granit steps? And yet so absurd hav been the ac- 
counts given by missionaries in order to preserve 
their Moses and his chronology that they hav even 
alleged that all these stupendous, almost miraculous, 
works were done during the life of one man. 

Seeley publishes extracts from some British peri- 
odicals to show how vain and futil had been the 
efforts to convert the Hindoos—extracts from works 
friendly to the missions but censuring the great. 
abuses that had already grown up. One returned 
missionary is represented as having spoken to a 
large congregation and described the grand work 
done, and the hardships, privations, and persecu- 
tions endured by the poor missionaries. A gentle- 
man from India who was present, after the meeting 
accosted the orator, saying, “Are you not the Rev. 
—-—?" “Yes.” “You reside at f =, 
in a splendid house, surrounded with luxuries, and 
waited on by a large number of servants — ’ 
* Hush—be quiet. How do you know this?" «I 
lived for years near by and know all about it. How 
can you tell such things?” « O, my dear friend, it 
is necessary to arouse the sympathies, else we could 
not liv there as missionaries,” ete., etc. 

He then shows by reports of the foreign mission- 
ary societies of England the millions of dollars an- 
nually wasted in such enterprises. One society 
alone gave over two hundred thousand pounds 
yearly. He says the object is good, regrets to hav 
to make the exposures he does make. Plainly he is 
an honest and friendly critic. Take the missiona- 
ries’ own statements, and all this vast outlay is a 
fraud. 

Read what say the Jesuits Huc and Gabet on the 
* Chinese Empire and ‘Travels in Tartary,” the two 
most interesting works of travels ever published, 
every page rich with wonderful information, glow- 
ing with humor and life. China once had millions of 
converts, hundreds of Christian temples, yet nearly 
all hav disappeared. These superstitious, illogical, 
but brilliant Jesuit Fathers could time and again 
rejoice and thank providence for supplying them 
with argols (dried dung) in their journeys through 
the endless steppes of Mongolia, to further their 
cause, but never seem to wonder. why the same 
providence fails to extend his hand to protect the 
persecuted converts! Horr. 


The Eighth Financial Conspiracy Brewing. 
The suggestions made in Comptroller Eckel’s arti- 
cle on finance in the North American Review, and 
further set forth in his report to Congress, ex- 
plained at length by Secretary Carlisle and ap- 
proved by President Cleveland in his message to 
Congress, took shape in a bill which was submitted 
to the House Committee on Banking, reported fav- 
orably by the committee, and defeated in the House. 
The bill was a menace to the welfare of the 
American people and their government. This is the 
sort of pernicious class legislation which has been 
blighting the prosperity of our people and sapping 
the vitality of our government in defiance of the 
principles upon which the republic is founded, and 

which will surely lead to its ultimate destruction. 
Instead of giving more power to the bankers, the 
power they already have should be taken from them 
and vested in the government where it rightly be- 
longs. Is this indeed a “government of the people” 
by the bankers and for the bankers? What the 
government and the people of the United States, 
which every American citizen should remember are 
one—if this is really a “government of the people, 
by the people, for the people,” the people are the 
government and the government is the people— 
what they have to expect from the bankers hasbeen 

plainly shown by history. . 
Since the dark days when our country was plunged 
in the night of civil war, and the bankers took ad- 
. vantage of its distress and traded upon the govern- 
ment's need by demanding the ruinous interest of 
from 24 to 36 per cent for the money necessary to 
carry on its defense, the bankers have brought the 
American people from affluence to biting poverty 


by successive acts of legislation which they have 
caused to be passed in their own interest. 

These acts of legislation enacted in the sole inter- 
est of the bankers and to the great injury of the 
people, hav been aptly ealled the *Seven Financial 
Conspiracies,” and cleverly explained in a little 
pamphlet of that name by Mrs. S. E. V. Emery, of 
which I give a brief abstract as follows: : 

The first of these conspiracies caused the depre- 
ciation of the people's money, the best money ever 
issued, the greenback, by placing upon it the infa- 
mous exception clause. Congress had made the 
money of the government full legal tender for all 
debts, but at the instance of the bankers the Senate 
amended the bill by adding “except duties on im- 
ports and interest on the publie debt,” which from 
that time forward should be paid in coin. 

This was equivalent to saying that the greenback 
was good enough for the government to pay to the 
people, good enough for the government to pay to 
the soldiers who poured out their life blood in its 
defense, but not good enough for the people to pay 
to the government, nor yet good enough for the 
government to pay to the bankers. 

The second conspiracy resulted in the National 
Bank Act, passed in 1863. This act permitted the 
banker to purchase with his depreciated green- 
backs, which he could now get from the people at 
the rate of $285 in greenbacks for $100 in gold, 
government bonds to the full face value of the 
greenbacks on which he could draw interest in gold 
in advance, and have at the same time 90 per cent. 
of his investment returned to him in National Bank 
notes. That is, for his original $100 in gold he got 
$285 in bonds and interest. 

The third scheme was that of contracting the 
currency by destroying the greenbacks. In pur- 
suance of this plan the Act of April 12th, 1866, was 
passed, whereby it was provided that a regular and 
systematic cremation of greenbacks should take 
place. Under this Act the people's money has from 
year to year been called in, millions at a time, and 
destroyed, in consequence of which we have from 
year to year less money, more tramps, more strikes, 
more business failures, and ever increasing poverty 
of the people. 

The fourth conspiracy brought about the Credit 
Strengthening Act, which gave the bankers power 
to demand of the government face value redemp- 
tion in gold of the bonds purchased by the depre- 
ciated greenbacks. That is, the banker having paid 
one hundred dollars in gold for $285 in greenbacks, 
and having paid the government the greenbacks 
for their face value in bonds, and having received 
his interest in gold and had ninety per cent of his 
investment returned to him, now demanded that 
the government return to him $285 in gold for the 
paper-bought bonds. What the banker virtually 
demanded was $285 in gold for $100, besides the 
interest. When this bill was passed there were 189 
bankers and many bondholders in the two houses 
of Congress. 

The act approved July 14, 1870, providing for 
the refunding of the national debt was the result 
of the fifth conspiracy. The scheme is one which, 
while preventing the government from paying the 
national debt as the money acccumulates for that 
purpose, obliges the people to pay interest upon 
the accumulated money while it lies idle in the 
treasury. or, more provoking still, is deposited with 
national banks, which hav been granted its free use. 

* Having refunded, and made payable in coin, 
bonds which had not cost their holders more than 
sixty cents on the dollar,” to prevent the payment 
of the bonds and to increase their value, the de- 
monetization of silver was accomplished by an act 
passed in 1873. This sixth financial conspiracy de- 
preciated the money value of silver and thus pro- 
duced further contraction of the currency. 

The seventh conspiracy resulted in the act passed 
Jan. 24, 1875, authorizing the secretary of the 
treasury to destroy the fractional currency and 
issue silver coin in like denominations to take its 
place. Untaxed interest-bearing bonds were issued, 
of such large denominations that only capitalists 
were able to carry them with which to purchase sil- 
yer bullion for the authorized coinage. The in- 
terest on the bonds was another burden added to 
the people’s load of debt, while by the destruction 
of the greenbacks and fractional currency the 
money upon which the people paid no interest was 
taken away from them. 

It is easily seen that each one of these acts of 
Congress was of great benefit to the bankers and 
wrought untold injury to the people and their gov- 
ernment. But while the people of the United 
States are struggling under a load too heavy for 


them to bear, the bankers are still the favorit chil- | - 


dren of the government, and it is proposed to giv 
them still further privileges to wring from the people 
the last dollar and the last bit of land until they 


ate reduced to a condition of hopeless impoverish- 
ment and servitude. . 


The proposed eighth financial conspiracy, as set 


forth by Comptroller Eckels, Secretary Carlisle, and 
President Cleveland contemplated, first, the repeal 
of all laws requiring or authorizing the deposit of 
United States bonds as security for circulation. 
Second, handing over by the government to the 
national banks the entire issuance of currency and, 
Third, the exemption of state banks from taxation. 
President Cleveland said in his message to Con- 
gress: “The absolute divorcement of the govern- 
ment from the business of banking is the ideal re- 
lationship of the government to the cireulation of 
the currency of the country.” No doubt it is the 
«ideal relationship” from the banker’s point of 
view. The proposition to repeal all laws providing 
for the deposit of United States bonds as security 
for eireulation was also ideal for the bankers, and 
the exemption from taxation would be even more 
ideal, and the advantage gained is so practical. 
Comptroller Eckels naively admits that “the profit 
upon the issue of circulation to the banks would be 
so augmented that it would be giving to them a 
franchise for which it is suggested they should be 
called upon to make some return to the general 
government.” 


Comptroller Eckels goes on to state “that the gen- 


eral government ought to be wholly free from the 
direct issuing and redeeming of notes to pass as 
money among the people. 
yet successfully engaged in so doing, and the ex- 
perience of the government of the United States is 
no exception to the rule"—to which he should have 
added, owing to the intolerable interference of the 
bankers. 
a people who are finding out day by day that the 
franchises sold by government or municipality to 
private corporations are invariably managed to en- 
rich those private corporations and to grind the 


No government has.ever 


These are strange statements to make to 


people and demoralize the government. Why not 
suggest that the Postoffice, the best organized de- 
partment in the United States, be handed over to 
the express companies, and they be authorized to 
increase or diminish the postage at will? No one 
would be foolish enough to imagine that any one 
would be the gainer by the plan but the express 
companies. 

These eminent financiers dwell a.good deal upon 
the “elasticity ” to be obtained by leaving the issue 
of currency to the banks. This elasticity, deemed 
so desirable, is the power to contract and expand at 
will—to squeeze the people by contracting the vol- 
ume of money all that they can bear and expanding 
only when they can endure no more. There will be 
a great deal more of “contraction” than “ expan- 
sion " certainly, and the government and the people 
can expect just so much mercy as the martyrs re- 
ceived from the inquisitors in the dark ages. The 
inquisitors were wont to pause at the limit of hu- 
man endurance long enough to let the victim gather 
strength to bear more torture. The tender regard 
that is exhibited by these high officials for the wel- 
fare of the bankers would be very much more 
seemly if shown for the people and their govern- 
ment. Why this consideration for the banker? 
Have the pangs of hunger been gnawing at his vitals? 
Have tattered garments exposed him to the inclem- 
ent weather? Is he compelled to seek shelter at 
night under an artistic arrangement of shingles, 
canvas and scraps of old carpet on the salubrious 
dumps? Theircondition must be deplorable in- 
deed, for Congress to come to their relief while a 
million honest workingmen seek in vain for employ- 
ment to keep themselves and families from starva- 
tion. 

We must all however, heartily concur with the 
concluding paragraph of Comptroller Eckels’s paper 
in the North American Review. If he is wrong in . 
every other statement, he is certainly right when he 
says: * But until the whole currency and banking 
System of the country is formulated in one harmo- 
nious plan, in whieh each part shall be absolutely 
sound in prineiple and the embodiment of mone- 
tary science, there can be no hope of undisturbed 
and substantial prosperity for the American people.” 
This is undoubtedly true, but that harmonious plan 
must be controlled and managed by the govern- 
ment whose officers are elected by and answerable 
to the people of the United States. L. L. 


————— IIM 
Scientific thought is the guide of action. The 
truth which it arrives at is not that which we can 
ideally contemplate without error, but that which 
we may act upon without fear. Scientific thought 
is not an accompaniment, a condition of human 
progress, but human progress itself.— Clifford. 


The second volume of Moneure D. Conway's 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. 
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tion of man. Especially was I interested in the 
display of gods. There are any number of them, 
and they are solid ones too, made of stone, and they 
look as if they would last forever. They hav the 
appearance of all gods, and don't look as if they 
knew much. They lack expression. But while the 
gods of Greece and Rome and Judea disappear, 
these gods hav come to stay; hundreds of them, in 
solemn ranks, just as good as they ever were and 
just as capable of helping humanity. I like these 
gods because they mind their own business, and 
don’t interfere in the affairs of this world. Sher- 
man said that the only good Indian is a “dead In- 
dian.” We might say the same of a god. The 


are coming to make Santa Fea booming metropolis, 
for it is evidently on the great line of travel from 
Galveston to the North. Of course those who hav 
an eye to the future know that one of these days a 
railroad will run from Patagonia through South 
America and Panama via Galveston and Santa Fe, 
opening up a mighty, vast country through this cen- 
tral section, and from Santa Fe the railroad will go 
north through British Columbia and Alaska, across 
the Bering Straits to Siberia, and thence to Paris 
and London. This appears like a dream to the pro- 
saic mind—that one can thus start from Cape Horn 
in a palace car and stop not until he arrives at 
Westminster Abbey. But the scientific imagina- 


News and Notes. 


There was a “southerly wind and a cloudy sky 
when I left Link’s Creek and Lonesome Valley on 
Monday morning, Feb. 11th. Lonesome Valley is 
rightly named, for it stretches away for miles with- 
out a habitation, surrounded by bare and desolate 
hills, in whose bosom is supposd to be uncounted 
wealth of gold. This was once a volcanic country, 
and the evidences of primeval fires are still to be dis- 
covered. The yawning craters confront one as one 
winds along the heights. Lonesome Valley, how- 
ever, could be made a perfect garden if water was 
only stored up for summer’s use. There are rains 


3 


enough at certain seasons of the year, but n 
o 


doubt the science of man will some day fill this land 


June to September there is scarcely a drop. 


with the glory of harvest. 


The storm held oft, I guess, for our especial bene- 
fit, and only a slight mist pervaded the evening air. 
I gave my last lecture at Prescott and in Arizona on 
“Christianity and Woman,” which I found to be a 
The treat- 
ment of woman by Christianity is one of the most 
terrific pages of human history. It makes the blood 


very interesting and ghastly subjeet. 


boil to think of the indignities that hav been poured 


upon the “daughters of Eve” simply because woman 


was the first to begin the upward path of learning 
and progress; while Adam was a sneak and a cow- 
ard. Ever since the theologian has tried to wreak 
his vengeance on woman, denying her an immortal 
soul, declaring her to be the child of the devil and 
the way of hell. Kings and priests have united to 
outrage, disgrace, dishonor and deny her every right 
and privilege. Her personality has been absolutely 
annihilated by the holy authority of the Christian 
religion, and I do not understand how woman can 
any longer bend her neck to the yoke. 

I had a good audience, and after a campaign 
where so much has been accomplished, it was a 
pleasure to gather our ranks once more, shake hands 
all round, and look forward to the broadening fu- 
ture. The work in Arizona shows what can be done 
in hundreds of places in this land if there is. only 
the energy and determination to go ahead. The 
elements are present for success with leadership and 
combination. The forces of Freethought sre vast 
indeed, but the power of concentration is lacking. 
T have no doubt the winter’s work in Arizona will 
hav its summer’s harvest. We shall keep the army 
in motion. 

I leave Prescott for Santa Fe, N. Mex., on Tues- 
day morning, Feb. 12th, and after a twenty-four 
hours’ ride or more arrive at my destination. The 
snow begins to come down and the storm increases 
as it sweeps westward from the plains of Kansas, 
where I understand it has been howling for two or 
three days. Trains from the East are delayed sev- 
eral hours; but fortunately our train is on time; 
and I am at hand to meet my engagement in Santa 
Fe. But the snow is a foot deep, and it keeps ac- 
cumulating until evening, and the weather is so 
extraordinary that people scarcely venture out. In 
fact, quite a number got the impression that I was 
unable to make connection, and was left somewhere 
on the road, and the janitor did not put in an ap- 
. pearance, and at the hour of the lecture the Court- 
house had no light or fire for the few who had 
gathered. However, we succeeded in opening the 
door and foraged for firewood in the depths of the 
cellar, and by 9 o’clock the stove was smoking and 
blazing, and I gave my lecture. The two following 
nights the court-house was lighted and warmed as 
well as could be expected under the circumstances, 
for the cold continued. The thermometer was six- 
teen degrees below zero, and the inhabitants, being 
unused to this piercing atmosphere, stayed at 
home. My audiences were small but appreciativ. 
I feel sure that under more favorable circumstances 
I could hav a large attendance, though Freethought 
is something entirely new in this community. 
Santa Fe is an old city. It claims to hav been 
settled three years before St. Augustine. It has a 
large Mexican population, about 9,500, while there 
are but 500 Americans. Hence there is a small mi- 
nority out of which to make a Freethought audi- 
ence. Mexicans are under the power of the church, 
which here has some of its most splendid edifices 
and imposing officials, and its authority is great. 
The old church building is said to hav been con- 
structed in 1580. 

Years ago Santa Fe was an important military 
post and trading station. The railroad left it some- 
what out in the cold, it being about twenty miles from 
the main line. It has increased but little in popu- 
lation during the last twenty years, and only within 
the last three years has it begun to put on a modern 
appearance. There is a great mining country about 
it. The hills are full of gold and silver still undis- 
covered. The agricultural resources are extensiv, 
8o that it needs only the new and better times that 


Santa Fe will then burst into uncounted wealth; 
for a vast wilderness will be the garden of the 


Santa Fe, its curious mingling of the old and the 


look, its infusion of American life with its rustle 
and its bustle, one can have glowing visions of the 
to-morrow when steam and electricity shall sound 
the reveille of advance. I suppose Santa Fe is beau- 
tiful in summer, and it was beautiful also amidst 
these wintry landscapes. The snow-crowned hills 
sweeping away into the dazzling distance, the fields 
and plains between with white effulgence, the city 
wrapt in frosty splendor, made indeed a magnificent 
picture. The venerable town wore an unwonted 
aspect of liveliness and variety, and I did not regret 
that I arrived when it was gleaming in such novel 
fashion. I found stanch friends in Santa Fe, not a 
great many of them, but as good as gold. Mrs. C. 
A. Berleth was the originator of the forward move- 
ment, and she labored faithfully against great odds. 
She is alive with the spirit of Freethought, and has 
the courage of a pioneer. She combined our forces 
and did the best that could be done under the cir- 
cumstances. Wehave gained a foothold, and greater 
things will be accomplished hereafter. We must 
thank Mrs. Berleth for giving us a good start. Mr. 
G. C. Berleth, although suffering from ill health, did 
not miss a night at the lectures; Mr. Lewis Schor- 
moyer was also a sturdy supporter and didn't fail to 
lend a hand. Mr. and Mrs. John C. Hull, Charles 
Hull, Mrs. Pauline Hass, Mr. and Mrs. S. Haffner, 
George Blakely, Ernest Knaeleel, J. S. Canonde- 
laire, F. Muller, J. H. Blain, John V. Conway are 
also among those who stood by the colors, even if 
the winter winds did blow. 

Mr. J. G. Schumann is one of the old residents 
of Santa Fe, having located here about thirty years 
ago. He is one of the foremost citizens of the 
place in wealth and nanding and he has never 
been ashamed to speak his honest thought. He 
has been a Freethinker all his life; one of those 
stanch reformers from the Fatherland, of whom 
Carl Heinzen was such a noble example. 

I was especially pleased to make the personal ac- 
quaintance of E. E. Mensch, who helped to keep 
the banner of Freethought afloat on the coast, and 
who, with the same ardor, distributes Liberal lit- 
erature where it will do the most good. The Secu- 
lar Pilgrim will always remember his generous aid 
on this frontier line. 

It was my good fortune to stop at the Claire, of 
which E. T. Webber is the proprietor. Mr. Web- 
ber was formerly of Denver, where he was in the 
ranks of the reformers. He has no use for super- 
stition or tyranny of any kind. He is posted on 
the great subjects of the day, and is interested in 
all human advancement. He believes in the reign 
of the people, and industrial and intellectual eman- 
cipation. His hotel is one of the most elegant and 
comfortable in the Western country, and no Free- 
thinker should fail to go there when he strikes the 
capital of New Mexico. 

The old capitol building is burnt down, but a 
new and magnificent structure will take its place. 
The legislature is in session, but nothing of any 
importance is transpiring. A majority of the mem- 
bers, I understand, are Mexicans. An interpreter 
is necessary in order to carry on the debates. I 
guess this is the only legislature in the country 
where two languages are spoken, and where all 
speeches and bills must be translated—the Eng- 
lish into Mexican, and the Mexican into English. 
To the onlooker it is à rather novel procedure to 
hav each sentence slowly interpreted as it is uttered. 
There is not much chance for flights of oratory 
when one has to stop at the end of a period fora 
translation. 

With Mrs. Berleth I visited the Historic Room 
and the Old Curiosity Shop of Jake Gold, where 
the relics of hundreds of years are gathered to- 
gether; and it is a sight to see indeed; the ancient 
saddles and carts and trunks, and “old clothes" 
and pictures, and cooking utensils from the cliff. 
dwellers onwards to the present day. A vast va- 


riety confronts the view; and we behold the evolu- 


tion takes it all in; and the mountain regions about 


world, amidst the quaintness and ancientness of 


new, its far away roots in the past, its golden out- 


only good one is a stone-dead one. 

I took a survey of the elegant filigree jewelry of 
S. Spitz, the manufacturer. Certainly the precious 
metals assume the most delicate and beautiful forms 
under the manipulation of skilled artists. They 
charm the masculine view while they must perfectly 
enchant the feminine vision with gauze-like wings 
and floating clouds, and glittering petals, and flashes 
of color, with radiance of silver and gold. 

So with many memories of ancient barbaric times 
mingled with grand and lovely views of nature, and 
visions of glory and liberty in the days to come, 
when civilization shall be at its bloom in this great 
belt of the world’s commerce, I leave Santa Fe Feb. 
16th and arrive at Trinidad, the holy city of the 
Trinity, on the same day at about 6 » x. I hav a 
warm welcome here, and find hundreds of Liberals. 
I open on Sunday afternoon. Lastnight, Monday, 
at the third lecture, I had about five hundred pres- 
ent. I hav not found any place more favorable 
than this point for Liberal work. The best people 
of the place are interested in the lectures. Next 
week I shall write more fully of the outlook, and de- 
scribe this bright and lively country, where the 
seeds of Freethought are producing so fair a fruit- 
age. SawvzL P. Porvam. 

Trinrpap, Cor., Feb. 19th, 295. 


Treasurer's Report. 


I hav the pleasure to acknowledge the following 
subseriptions for the book of our last joint Con- 
gress: J. A. Munn, 4 copies; Wm. Jones, 4 copies ; 
Victor Laine, 8 copies; Geo. E. Andruss, 4 copies ; 
G. M. Gates, 6 copies; Maligus Bochmer, 2 copies; 
Wim. C. Decker, 2 copies. I should be pleased to 
hear of more friends so we can get the book well 
circulated. E. C. Rzrogmwarp, Treas. F. F. of ‘A. 

234 South Water Street, Chicago. 


Mrs. Krekel's Visit to the East. 


Last Friday evening the Manhattan Liberal Club 
heard the best lecture of this season. Notwith- 
standing the day was the anniversary of Washing- 
ton’s birth the German Masonic Hall was well filled, 
and Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel’s lecture upon “The 
Criminal Classes; How Produced; the Responsibility 
and the Remedy,” which was so eloquently and 
earnestly delivered, was listened to by an audience 
which was generous in its applause of the pointed 
and truthful criticisms of penal institutions and 
modes of dealing with crime and punishing crim- 
inals. Mrs Krekel does not believe in remedies for 
our social vices that reach only the offenders, that 
do not remove the causes. For doing away with 
criminals and crimes the importance of pre-natal 
culture and healthy environment was emphasized. 
As a present mode of punishing offenders against 
the law, she cited a case in St. Louis, where the 
children of a mother who kept a disorderly house 
were taken away upon the pretext that she was not 
fit to manage children. What the authorities did 
was merely to place them behind prison bars where 
for some time they lacked a mother’s care, were un- 
tidy and brought to a low state of health. Instead 
of punishing the mother the children were made 
the victims of the law. * Why did they not go 
further," the lecturer asked at the end of the re- 
cital, “and provide the children with the care and 
comfort they should have had?” Mrs. Krekel pointed 
out that instead of preventing crime by such meth- 
ods it was promoted. Innocence is made familiar . 
with the cells of guilt, self respect and high im- 
pulses for good are crushed. The lecture was a 
thorough and able one, and its excellence lies in its 
advocacy of basic remedies for existing social 
wrongs. 

Sunday afternoon the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association had the pleasure of listening to Mrs. 
Krekel upon “Old and New Theories.” A fashion- 
able audience greeted her and went away with the 
opinion that she is 8. most remarkable woman. 
)helecture was philosophical and comprehensive. 
Old theories were shown to be inimical to progress 
while the new theories of sciencé and life are the 
lines upon which we must expect to advance. It 
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Freethought Progress. 


A new Freethought paper called E? Libre Examen has 
been started at Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. The editor is 
D. Thomas Péves Ponce. 


is not saying too much that to hear this lady is an 
intellectual treat one gets but rarely. 

In theevening Mrs. Krekel spoke before the New- 
ark Liberal Club on * The Criminal Classes” and is 
now on her way to Cincinnati where, I believe, 
she will stay for a month. E. D. 


The Vossischer Zeitung of Berlin reports that while 
new and costly churches are constantly going up in that 
city ‘‘the ministers preach to empty benches.” 


It is arbitrarily laid down that we must submit 
to the rule of Christ, whether that rule be just or 
whether it be unjust, whether it be commendable 
or whether it be repugnant to our conscience. It 
amounts, indeed, to a constitutional question. Upon 
its foundation has been reared that frightful sys- 
tem of Christian persecution which started with 
Priscillianus, in the fourth century, for its first vic- 
‘tim, and has traversed down through the ages, 
spreading suffering and devastation on every side. 
The constitution sought to be reared upon the basis 
of this arid intolerance regards the human mind 
and body in the light of mental and physical slaves ; 
it views man as a creature manufactured by his 
creator for the main purpose of flattering his maker 
—a creature intrusted with a little span of life, and 
endowed with a little flicker of understanding for 
the increasing purpose of pandering, more or less 
imperfectly, to the vain desires of his God while yet 
in this life, and, at the same time, of preparing him- 
self with greater fitness to flatter more de terously 
by and by. This notion seeks to annihilate the 
right of private judgment here, under a threat of 
penalty hereafter. I venture to think it high time 
this system of dastardly intimidation, this unspeak- 
ably dark side of Christianity, was finally quashed. 
This cowardly tenet has frightened millions of timid 
souls into what is aptly termed the “fear of the 
Lord,” and made them cringe before the imaginary 
phantoms of the skies; make, them, in other words, 
hypocrits for the glory of God.—JV. L. Prosser, in 
Agnostic Journal. 


Grant Allen’s very interesting article, ‘‘ Easter Cele- 
bration and Resurrection,” in Fortnightly Review, has 
been translated into Dutch and appears in De Dageraad 
for November, 1894, ; 

Jules Des Essarts, president and founder of the Free- 
thought society of Charleroi (see biography in ‘‘Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought ”), has been elected mem- 
ber of the Belgian Senate. 

Le Bluet isa French magazine of literature and art, 
edited by Mr. C. Cilwa, whose photograph can be found 
in ** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” Mr. Cilwa 
is an Anglo-American Frenchman of great ability and 
push. He is president of several societies, administrativ 
member of others, editor of La Vérité, Freethought or- 
ganizer and lecturer, and what not. The French minister 
of art and education has awarded Ze Bluet a bust for 
1892 and two magnificent vases for 1893. 


The second volume of Mr. F. J. Gould’s ‘‘ Concise His- 
tory of Religion"; Charles C. Cattell’s **Pebbles from the 
Ocean of Truth ”; a new edition of Max Miller’s ‘‘Chips 
from a German Workshop ;” Voltaire’s ‘‘Short Prose 
Tales"; the fifth edition of Gharles Bray's ** The Educa- 
tion of the Feelings: A System of Moral Training for 
the Guidance of Teachers, Parents, and Guardians of the 
Young”; a biography of Jobn Addington Symonds; 
‘(Darwinism and Race Progress," by Professor Hayoraft; 
and a study of the philosophy of John Stuart Mill, by 
Charles Douglas, are among the works just issued from 
the English press or announced to appear soon which are 
of interest to Freethinkers. The Literary Guide, to 
which we are indebted for many of the book items which 
are found in this department, says that Mr. Gould's His- 
tory isa work whlch ‘‘will be immensely helpful to stu- 
dents of the world's religions." -*.'.* The Humanita- 
rian reports that during December ‘‘the cause of rational 
Sunday amusement ” ** made marked strides” in England. 
On ** Museum Sunday ” an experiment was made and the 
public were admitted to ‘‘the Dulwich Picture Gallery, 
Sir John Soane’s museum, the Flaxman and Grafton Gal- 
leries, Apsley House, the New Gallery and the Brassey 
Museum. They had, also, free access to the Kew Muse- 
um and Exhibition of Pictures and the Royal Botanical 
Garders. to the Picture Galleries of Hampton Court 
Palace, and to the Painted Hall in Greenwich Hospital. 
An assembly was held at the Piccadilly Galleries in the 
evening. In every respect the experiment was most 
successful. Crowds of decorous and well conducted 
persons, of the working classes for the most part, availed 
themselvs of these opportunities of indulging in a little 
rational amusement.” Lord Esher. Master of the 
Rolls, very severely censured the Lord's Day Observance 
Society for its prosecution of three citizens of Leeds for 


It was a bright remark made by another Boston 
man, the “Autocrat of the Breakfast Table,” to the 
effect that the extent of a nation’s possessions has 
generally been in inverse ratio to the length of their 
weapons of war. The shorter the sword the longer 
the nation’s boundary lines. The same truth ap- 
plies to battles for reform. The revolutions of the 
world are wrought by close encounters with speci- 
fic evils. Wars are waged a battle at a time ; and 
while a declaration of war upon unjust social condi- 
tions is all very well, it must be remembered that 
wars consist of battles, and that battles consist of 


i i their more or less remote connection with Sunday evening 
struggles p eere us Miei dom Soott lectures. He put the costs of the appeal on the society 
spent many hours besieging Uhapultepec. Suppose | and told it that if it was so horror-stricken at the thought 


some Officer had said that Chapultepec was but a 
small part of Mexico and he was waging war 
against Mexico, and when Mexico fell the castle of 
Chapultepec would fall with it! He would hav oc- 
cupied a position very similar to that occupied by 
many reformers, who are too captivated with the 
idea of capturing Mexico to assist in the storming 
of Chapultepec. In all history this has been the 
weakness of idealists.— Voice. 


of workingmen being hept out of the public houses on 
Sunday evenings by innocent entertainments its members 
** must be careful to take proceedings agaivst the proper 
persons, and must be able to strictly prove their case.” 
It was evident that the judge was glad that the society 
had failed to do so in this instance. °.*.: H. Beerbohm 
Tree writes in the Humanitarian that during 1894 one 
hundred and ten performances were given on Sunday by 
bands in the various parks. In regard to bands the friends 
of the Free Sunday hav ‘‘already triumphed” in 
London. The trustees and directors of the British 
Museum and National Gallery express the desire to open 
on Sunday afternoons. The victory over Sabbatarianism 
will be won in England before the close of the century. 
unless the forces of reaction gather their energies for & 
last desperate conflict with the spirit of the age, and so 
achieve a temporary triumph. i 


It is the difficulty of reconciling the professions 
of Obristianity with their practice which inspires 
the Moslem with such a boundless confidence in 
what he feels to be hisown moral superiority. If his 
religion tells him to slay, he slays remorselessly, and 
he maintains that he does so with no more barbarity 
and with far more consistency than the Christians 
did who were commanded by General Kauffman to 
exterminate Tartar hordes in Central Asia, or by the 
Russian General Suwaroff, who within the memory 
of man put 38,860 men, women, and children to 
death at the siege of Ismail In the eyes of the 
Mohammedan these butcheries were quite inexcus. 
able, because they were not done on any religious 
principle, whereas he feels he is as much justified 
in slaughtering by divine command in Bulgaria as 
was the Joshua of old Canaan, whose acts of a sim- 
ilar nature both Christians and Mohammedans con- 
sider sacred.— Laurence Oliphant. 

— oo 

The myths of Paganism are as dead as Osiris or 
Zeus, and the man who should revive them, in op- 
position to the knowledge of our time, would be 
justly laughed to scorn; but the coeval imagina- 
tions current among the rude inhabitants of Pales- 
tine, recorded by writers whose very name and age 
are admitted by every scholar to be unknown, hav, 
unfortunately, not yet shared their fate, but even 
at this day are regarded by nine-tenths of the civil. 
ized world as the authoritativ standard of fact and 
the criterion of the justice of scientific conclusions 
in all that relates to the origin of things, and among 
them of species. In this nineteenth century, as at 
the dawn of modern physical science, the cosmog 
ony of the semi-barbarous Hebrew is the incubus 
of the philosopher and the opprobrium of the or- 
thodox.— Prof. T. H. Huxley, * Lay Sermons. 


The Chicago Times has recently spoken out clearly 
end unqualifiedly in favor of the taxation of church prop- 
arty. '.'' The Denison (Texas) Gazetteer of Jan. 6 has 
avery good article in condemnation of proscription for 
opinion’s sake, and advocating the broadest liberty for 
all forms of religious belief and propagandism. It is 
timely and excellent. Mr. Murray truly and tersely says 
that religion must be kept out of politics if our institu- 
tions are to be preserved. ‘. We are pleased to see 
that Science has been revived. Itis now under the edit- 
orship of Prof. D. O. Gilman of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, and is alive with the spirit of Freethought. *.*.* 
Unity (Chicago), the organ of the radical Unitarians and 
other progressive religionists of the West, has been en- 
larged. Hon. F. M. Hurst introduced in the Legis- 
lature of Georgia the preamble and resolution which will 
be found below. They were referred tothe Committee on 
the State of the Republic. Io introducing the resolution, 
Mr. Hurst said: ‘It is high time that we go on record in 
no uncertain terms on this question. I firmly believe 
that this resolution should be adopted, and for that reason 
T have introduced it. I shall do allin my power to secure 
its adoption by the House." This is the resolution: 

WnzRRAS in February, 1898, there was begun an organ- 
ized movement by a religious combination composed of 
the evangelical churches of the country to get the gov- 
ernment of the United States committed by direot legisla- 
tion to a recognition of the Christian religion and a 
national adoption and enforcement of Sunday as the 
Christian Sabbath or Lord's day, and 7 

Waernas, They proposed first to accomplish their pur- 
pese by an amendment to the national Constitution 
deolaring this to be a Christian nation, and so placing all 
Christian laws, institutions and usages upon an undeniable 
legal basis in the fundamental law of the land. 

' In 1888, May 21st, Senator H. W. Blair introduced a 
bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of the first day 
of the week, commonly known as the. Lord's day, asa 
day of rest and to promote its observence as a day of rest 
and aday of religious worship, and on the 25th day of 


the same month he introduced s jointresolution toamend 


the national Constitution so as to establish the principles : 


of the Christian religion as the religion of the nation. 

These two pieces of legislation embodied the wishes of 
this religious combination, and immediately there was a 
strong effort made all over the country to secure the 
passage of the measures, especially the bill establishing 
and enforcing the observance of Sunday. . : 

While it is true that this particular Sunday rest bill did 
not become a law. the legislation having died with the 
expiration of the Fiftieth Congress, itis also true that 
those who demanded, formulated and promoted this 
legislation, never slackened their efforts, and they hav 
now, 1894, obtained the grand object of their ambition; 
they hav the national government fully committed to 
the whole course of religious legislation. 

In the Fifty-second Congress, first session, the Sunday 
law advocates concentrated all their forces and all their 
energies upon the point of securing the closing of the 
World's Fair on Sunday by an act of Congress. 

They sent to Congress petitions, backed up by threats 
so overbearing that their threats were denounced on 
thio floors of Congress as an abuse of the right of peti- 

ion. 

Yet so great was the pressure of these religious lobby- 
ists that Congress succumbed and enacted into law the 
act closing the World's Fair on Sunday and making the 
appropriation conditioned on this provision, put on and 
demanded by these religious lobbyists, thus delivering 
the government, root and branch, over to these religious 
fanatics, to be governed and dictated to by them, 

And in addition to this legislation, and in advance of it, 
the Supreme Court of the United States rendered a de- 
cision Feb. 29, 1892, in which the court nnanimously de- 
clared this to be a religious people and a Christian nation, 
and so accomplished in the religious amendments to the 
Constitution proposed by Senator Blair. 

Therefore, Be it resolved by the General Assembly of 
the state of Georgia, and it is hereby declared to be the 
sense of this body, that the above cited act of Congress 
is contrary to the principles upon which our government 
was established and contrary to the Constitution of the 
same, and that it is impolitic, unwise, undemocratic, and 
has a tendency to the union of church and state, and is 
therefore subversiv of both our civil and religious liber- 
ties, and in our judgment is void and of no effact. 

The committee having the resolution in charge reported 
it favorably, but as Mr. Hurst was absent because of 
sickness the resolution was not called up for passage and 
expired with the legislativ session of 1894. The corre- 
spondent of the American Sentinel who sends that paper 
the informaiion says that if the bill had been brought 
up it would assuredly hav passed, and he adds that it will 
be introduced in the next session and will **be pushed to 
final action.” Is it possible that the tide of theocracy is 


to encounter such a rock of obstruction? Let us hope: 


that it will. 


Lectures and Meetings. 
FRANKLIN SrEINER'S lecture engagements so far as now 
arranged are: 
Mar. 8.......... Boston, Mass. Mar.10......Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mar. 8.......Brockton, Mass. Mar. 10........ Newark, N. J. 
Mar. 8...... New York, N. Y. 
Write Mr. Steiner for engagements in care of this office. 


I must say that Mrs. Judge Krekel acquitted herself so 
ably that we kept her with us for two more lectures yes- 
terday. And we are more than pleased with the result. 
The general verdict is that she is the ablest woman lect- 
urer who ever spoke before our society. May her ser- 


vices bealways in demand is our earnestdesire. I am more. 


than pleased to state that her course of four leotures with. 


us was a grand success. The large hall was crowded on™ 


each occasion. I would advise all Liberal societies that 
hav not heard her as yet to engage her, by all means. 
They will never regret it, I assure you. Such a talented 
speaker should be kept busy all the time. 

Gro. LonarorD, Secretary, Philadelphia. 


In the five states of Kansas, Iowa, Illinois, Ohio, and 
Texas alone, J. E. Remsburg has lectured in just five 
hundred different cities and towns. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even-: 


ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 

York, at 8 o’clock. Program for March: 

March 1st—‘‘ Relation of Association to Human Prog- 
ress.” Dr. M. L. Holbrook. 

March 8th —** Morality Without.Superstition." Frank- 
lin Steiner. 

March 15th—** The Two Heavens One." T. B. Wakeman. 

March 23d—''This World-Wreoking Age." James A. 
Skilton. 

March 29th —'* Enslavement of the American People.” 
Henry Nichols. : 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for March: 

March 3d—-‘‘The Trolley Strike." M. L. Towns. 

March 10th—‘‘The Bible in the Light of Modern Criti- 

' eism." Franklin Steiner. 

March 17th—** The Fallacies of Henry George.” 
Nichols. 

March 24th—** A Rational Exposition of Biblical Myths.” 
Prof. D. T. Ames. o 

March 31st— **Affinitism."—4A theory of the Universe op- 
posed to Theism, Pantheism, and Atheism. Reid 
Howell. 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st.. Cincinnati. Program 
for March will be filled by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel on the 
following subjects: 

March 3d—‘‘ The Injustice of Sunday and Other Relig- 
ious Laws." 

March 10th—‘‘Christianity and Progress.” 

March 17th—** The Sermon on the Mount Analyzed.” 

March 24—‘‘ Our Criminal Classes — How Produced—The 
Responsibility—The Remedy." 

March 31—*‘ After Christianity, What ?” 


Tus First Secular Ohurch of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.80, 


Henry 


^ 


` 


138 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 2, 1895. 


T9etters of Friends. 


Has the Trne Ring. 
Sr. Magpauens, Inp., Feb. 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: With this I hand you $1 
towards the expense on the Fleckten case 
in Minnesota, and will give more if neces- 
sary. Erza W. HAINES. 


Always Stands by His Colors. 

New OnrraANs, La., Feb. 2, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Within find $1 for Mr. 
Fleet ten’sAnti- Bible-in-the- Public School 
Fund. I wish bimsuccess. Iam myself just 
now fighting God-in-the-Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Young Men’s Mutual Be- 
nevolent Association, this city, of which I 
hav been a member for the past ten years. 
Ihav gained one point already; will let 
you know later how it winds up. My 

chances are slim, but I shall try. 
ERWIN AUFFURTH. 


Should Feed Both Mind and Body. 

Quinn, Ont., Feb. 2, E. M. 295. 
Mr. Woiron: Inclosed find $7 for re- 
newal, Putnam’s masterpiece, the Ax- 
NUAL and ‘‘All About the Holy Bible.” 
Times are rather hard here, but I must 
have mental food if I starve the inner man 
to procure it. Tar Trota Serxer is all 
that the most ardent Freethinker could 
desire ; it cannot fail to hasten the day 
when common sense will rule the world 
instead of superstition. I think I can get 
you anew subscriber or two pretty soon. 

Yours fraternally, P. F. CLARE. 


Unfortunately Environed. 

Bnooxrxs, N. Y., Feb. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Errron: Inclosed please find $1 to 
help you in the Sunday repeal work. I 
could not get any signers to the repeal 
petition, so I send the dollar to help; would 
like to do more, but times will not permit. 
I am a canal boatman, and do not hav any 
residence on shore, so I hav no influence 
with members of the Senate or Assembly. 
The class that I come in contact with are 
mostly Catholics, and very bigoted at that. 
I distribute my TRUTHS SEEKERS whenever 

I get & chance. Wau. F. Davis, 


From Bad to Worse. 

Farruaver, Wasu., Feb. 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been told that when 
the nativs of Africa get into trouble they 
go tosleep, but when the nativs of America 
or Europe get into trouble they go and get 
*drunk on alcoholic spirit, and when they 
become so poor that they can’t pay for 
their drinks any more, as is generally the 
case, they go to a revival meeting, and get 
drunk on imaginary spirit—what they call 
the spirit of the holy ghost—and when 
they get a big dose of that they become 

submissiv tools for tyrants of all shades. 

Yours truly, I. S. ODEGAARD, 


Have Heard the Call to Work. 
McMinnvinwz, OR., Feb. 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: You will please send me 
one dollar's worth of Paine’s ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” ‘‘Common Sense," ‘“The Crisis," 
** Qooper's Lectures.” send all you can 
as they are for distribution. 

We hav had a grand celebration of 
Paine’s anniversary, conducted by Mrs. 
A. E. Barker and Miss Nettie Olds. Mrs. 
B. is a splendid speaker ; is waking us up 

' to a sense of our duty. We had a good 
Sunday-school entertainment, lecture and 
fine dance. Our Sunday-school is increas- 
ng—have from forty to fifty pupils. 

M. J. OLDS. 
An Agreeable Change. 
"DzegwarTo, Wasu., Feb. 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5.75 
for your valuable and highly moral paper 
and The Truth Seeker Collection of reci- 
tations, hymns, funeral discourses, etc., 
which I imagin will be a pleasant change 
from the eternal platitudes of the ortho- 
dox. 

The financial conditions here are such 
that it is almost impossible with all the 
advantages which a new and undeveloped 
country is supposed to furnish for a man 
to make a living. Such publishers as your- 
self deserve from such as me more support 
than it is possible to giv under such cursed 
financial legislation as we hav had for the 
past thirty years. When a few irrespons- 


ible individuals can control the medium of 
a nation’s exchange the workers and think- 


ers must be handicapped in their efforts. 
Yours as a brother, 
Joun E. Gruen. 


It Keeps Him Posted. 
Brame, Wasz., Feb. 3, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: I send you the money to 


pay my way for another year. I hav been 
trying to get some one to send with me, 
bnt it seems a number would like to take 
the paper, but hav not the money at pres- 
ent. I hav not the money to spare, but I 
hav to hav the paper to know what is going 
on in the theological world. I got my 
* Four Hundred Years of Freethought " 
some time ago and am well pleased with 
the book. Please send me four ANNUALS 
and oblige. If you hav any little tracts 
for free distribution send a few and I will 
put them where I think they will do the 
most good. Yours truly, A. GEERY. 


Better Society than Church People. 
Crookvinng, N. N., Feb. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I send you twenty-five 
cents for the ANNUAL. I received a list of 
your publications. Ido want a number of 
your books, but times are hard just now. 
I want (and must hav) ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” I had the money 
for it last fall, but my father-in-law's sud- 
den death caused me to use the money for 
another purpose. I also want ‘‘ Cosmian 
Hymn Book," and several others. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER grows better and 
better. I should feel lonely indeed with- 
out it, as we hav no society here except 
church people. ` I like Letters from 
Friends, also Children’s Corner, as it 
proves Freethought is gaining ground. 

Yours for truth, . R. L. Srisszr, 


Complimentary, bnt  Discriminatingly 
Critical. 
Sr. WENDEL, Wis., Feb. 2, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 which 
please apply on my subscription. Also 
find inclosed a pledge which, of course, 
explains itself. I presume it is needless 
to say that I am a Freethinker. I believe 
that persons of my views are scarce in the 
teacher’s profession. My position is, there- 
fore, all the more exalted. I am what peo- 
ple might term a conservative Freethinker. 
Yet the articles in your valued paper 
strike me forcibly. Their logic is simply 
irresistible, and I find considerable satis- 
faction in their perusal. I have one objec- 
tion to the appearance of Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER., Ido notlike the illustrations. I 
would sooner see them omitted, though 
they certainly are ludicrous in the ex- 
treme, Nevertheless, I wish you success, 
and remain as ever, OTTO ZANDER. 


Actions It Were Well to Imitate. 
PxHILADELPHIA, Feb. 11, E. M. 295. 

Mr. EprroR: I send a few names to 
which I wish you would mail sample copies 
of Tum TRUTH SEEKER. You sent me a 
copy, but as I hav taken the paper for 
over four years I gave the sample to & 
friendin hopes it may do some good. I 
hav four volumes, two of which are bound. 
The binding I did myself. 

Ihav plenty of amusement showing them 
to my friends who happen to call upon me 
which is ‘‘ often,” and with the usual re- 
sult—argument. 

Oh, there hav been some hot times in 
my house. I am a member of the Friend- 
ship Liberal League, and am doing all I 
can to agitate the ‘‘Secular Sunday- 
school ” question, for I consider it a great 
factor in mental emancipation, 

I remain Georae M. Fring. 


The Support of the Liberal Press. 
ATLANTA, Ga., Feb. 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: inclosed pleased find $3 
for renewal of subscription. Though 
times are hard, they would be still harder 
were your paper to suspend its weekly 
visits. Every Liberal-minded person in 
the United States ought to make it a point 
of giving, within his means, his support to 
some exponent of Freethought to the end 
that his own thought may be expanded 
and strengthened. It is his duty also. 
Too much credit cannot be accorded those 
who hav bravely pierced the phalanxes of 
the orthodox foe and made them feel some- 
thing of the unconquerable energy, intel- 
lectual power and hatred of shams which 


on. Everyone must do one’s duty. 


Barnes’ History of the United States, and 
T have read the history of the Revolution- 
ary War, and I did not see the name of 
Thomas Paine mentioned in the whole ac- 
count of it. 
his ** Common Sense " and ‘‘ The Crisis." 
And Mr. Paine was the first man to write 


first Foreign Secretary under the Constitu- 
tion and wrote the Declaration of Inde- 


is mightier than the sword.. Can you in- 
form me why his name is not mentioned ? 
The History is not what it should be, for 
it has left out the most essential part of 
our history. 
ington ordered ‘‘ Common Sense” read to 


been carefully read. It is most excellent 
reading in every respect; all the articles 


Kehm Smith, is very able aad should be 


throughout the whole country. 


priests and churches as soon as possible. 


excellent, as usual, as all he writes or says 


right here, as I hav not the time to notice 


you a slip from our paper, the Adrian 


inspire these lovers of the truth. Under 
the banner of Liberalism only shall we 
find that protection of the rights of con- 
science guaranteed in the fundamental law 
of the great republic. Let us then rally 
to the support of such papers as THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, giving such aid as lies in 
the power of each to bestow. If we won’t 
fight ourselvs, let us pour in our contribu- 
tions to the ‘‘ commissary department,” 
and giv to those who will. 
Tomas M. TAYLOR. 


Lecturer and Lectured Were Pleased. 

Lovisvinng, Ky., Jan. 28, 1895, 
Mr. Eprror: Mr. J. E. Remsburg lect- 
ured here on the 8th. He had a good 
audience; sold a great many ocpies of 
his publications; took some subscribers 
for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Investigator, 
and, upon the whole, gave entire satisfac- 
tion, and left well pleased. As you will 
see by the inclosed clipping we celebrated 
Thomas Paine’s birthday last evening. 
The Courier Journal, also, givs us a fine 
notice. Ishall try to get more readers 
for you. Last night I spcke of our excel- 
lent Freethought publications and ex- 
pressed a wish that they would be more 
freely bought and read. The cause moves 
but slowly. We can only work on, and hope 


I would like to inquire through your 
columns whether or not Mexican Catholics 
are recognized by the pope of Rome? Al- 
though I am positiv that they are, am 
unable, from lack of proof, to convince an 
antagonist (an Irish Catholic) that such is 
the case, and that by practicing such fool- 
ish mummery he is just as much a savage 
asthey. Hoping to send you & book order 
soon, Iam, Most respectfully yours, 

C. W. Epwarps. 


[Of course the pope recognizes the Mex- 
ican Catholics, as he does all other Catho- 
lies, not schismatic, Although the Catho- 
lies in Mexico are very superstitious, the 
church there does notrule the government 
to the extent that our government is dom- 
inated by the Catholio and Protestant 
priesthoods. —Ep. T. 8.] 


Mortuary—Martin M. Hilliard. 
OOKFORD, ILL., Feb. 11, 1895. 

Mz. EprroR: Martin M. Hilliard, one 
of the earliest subscribers to Tam TRUTH 
SEEKER in this city, breathed his last Feb. 
9,'05. He was 76 years old. He wasa 
lover of truth, an admirer of liberty, fand 
an advocate of good order and decency. 
He was free from any creed or dogma. 
He was convinced that it was duty and 
present benefit that should incite good ac- 
tions, and not imagined rewards in some 
other life ; that law, public opinion, per- 
sonal feeling and judgment are the sources 
of ethical action, and not the fear of future 
punishment; that evolution is the truth, 
and that nature's laws, like nature itself, 
hav ever existed ; that neither nature nor 
its laws are the produotion of any power 
or force, superior to, or distinct from, it- 
self ; that the universe is an eternity, and 
all its motions to everlasting activities are 
within its own everlasting supremacy ; 
that life and brain are necessary to con- 
sciousness, and to possess life and brain an 
organic structure is indispensable ; that 
consciousness must be physical to be con- 
nected with and influenced by physical 
causes. 

He was a great reader of Freethought 
literature and the daily press. He had 
traveled a good deal, having been a sailor, 
soldier, miner in California, and in the 
grocery business at Key West. Florida, 
and was in the same business here at his 
death. He was a kind father to his two 
motherless children, his wife dying when 
they were quite young, 214 years ago. He 
also left them with a good start in life. 

Tuomas BEALE. 


Truly, Wa. T. Carter, M.D. 


The Publishers Fear the Preachers. 
DANBURY, Conn., Jan, 25, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: The other day I bought 
I was surprised, haviog read 
** United States of America," and was our 
pendence, and did more than any other 


man for his adopted country, for the pen 


Iread years ago that Wash- 


the army at every dress parade. 
Dovanas FAIROHILD 


Want the Priest Neither in Life nor 
Death. 
ADRIAN, Miom., Feb. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: The pamphlet, ‘‘ Federa- 
tion and Union," was received and has 


Not so Very Glorions. 
Minpen, NEB., Feb. 6, 295. 

Mz. Epritor : How nobly the banks came 
to the rescue of the people in this drought 
stricken country by refusing to loan a 
dollar at any price or any security ! What 
a blessing banks are! Then there is an- 
other combination in this State that is sa- 
cred; viz., the railroads. As soon as other 
States came to the rescue by sending whole 
train loads of provisions, clothing, and 
seed to the stricken people, the railroads 
gave out the word that on and after the 
15th day of January they would haul no 
more freight free, as they had been doing. 
The consequence is that there are train 
loads at Lincoln held for freight, and our 
blessed legislators are sitting at Lincoln 
on their new high back chairs that they 
just ordered, while the people are starving 
and freezing for the supplies that are thus 
tied up. Glorious covntry ! To-day we 
are having the worst blizzard that has 
raged over these plains since the ever- 
memorable 12th of January blizzard of 
several years ago. No doubt there is great 
suffering to-day, and loss of life, too, as 
nothing can be exposed to this storm and 
liv unless well prepared for it. 

The Christian’s God—all-powerful and 
all love for all his creatures, not even a 
sparrow can fall (if a sparrow should start 
to fall to-day here in Kearney County it 
would never strike the ground nearer than 
the south bluff of the Republican River), 
but as I was going to say, the Christian 
God is sitting on his throne with plenty of 
fire and lots of coal yet in his shed paying no ` 
attention to his people. Glorious theolo: y ! 
Not even his most devout followers are 
favored sbove the Infidel in. the same 
neighborhood. Hoping that you may keep 
battling for the right, I remain 

D. S. Newsoup, 


are able and right to the point. The ar- 
ticle on Seeular Sunday-schools, by Katie 


acted upon without delay by all Liberals 
The 
moulding of the young minds of our chil- 
dren should be taken out of the hands of 


The speech of S. P. Putnam is of course 


is always first class. Judge Waite's article 
is clear and profound, in fact, the judge is 
a master in law and logic. But I will stop 


them all as their real merits deserve. You 
may send me $1 worth of them. I send 


Daily Times, on the death and funeral 
services of an old Freethinker, Cyrenus 
Whaley, I hav known him for fifty years; 
he was the best customer I had for Liberal 
books, but he has gone the way we all 
must go sooner or later. ` Mr. Whaley was 
78 years of age, and the funeral was purely 
secular. Yours truly, P. B. REASONER. 


Another Example of Race Prejudice, 


Er Paso, Tex., Feb. 9, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: Please credit me with $5. 
My subscription is long past due, not ow- 
ing to ** hard times," but to the fact that I 
hav been roaming and had no fixed abode 
in which to receive my mail Hav not 
seen a copy of Tue TRUTH SEEKER since 
May, 1894. I suppose it goes regularly to 
Mexico, and if so, it will surely find ample 
room for its ‘‘missionary” work. If any 
place or people need the influence of such 
journals more than '*Old Mex,” it cer- 
tainly has my most sincere sympathy. 


a EMEN MEME E EV "V ———— 
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tion at Nashville pledged to vote for no | as the rule an4 guide of all moral action." 


Slavery in America. 
Borrato, N. Y., Feb. 1, 1895. 

Mr. EprTOR: A newspaper correspon- 
dent from Rochester, N. Y.. has lately 
given out some interesting, though scarce- 
ly new facts, regarding the ‘‘starvation 
wages," grudgingly doled outto the ‘‘green 
hands” in a well-known shirt factory of 
that city. I will not quote the statistics. 
she gave, for every one who has read up on 
the subject at all is perfectly familiar with 
the rates. But the subject brought before 
the Woman's Club aroused universal sym- 
pathy. ‘‘Whatcan we do?” exclaimed a 
member. ‘Of course, we must all buy 
this underwear. If we were to stop doing 
80, if it were possible to make all the 
women in the Country refuse to buy more 
of it, how would that help the thousands 
who are slaves of the sewing machine ? 
Even at two cents apiece for making these 
garments an army of experts depend upon 
these factories for their living, and & very 
fair living they make, too.” 

The discussion was published in several 
papers, and communications were received 
—all in condemnation of the rates paid 
and cruel injustice they, the employees, 
had met with, though not a word in de- 
fense or otherwise from the heads of in 
dustrial concerns, but in strange contra- 
diction the same indignant journals con- 
tained advertisements from these firms for 
new operators. f : 

The fact is these reformers are helpless 
before the great whirring, grinding mass 
of monopoly and can only lift their weak 
voices in occasional faint protest. If they 
would strike at its root—undermine the 
very foundation instead of wasting valua- 
ble time in vague cogitation, more might 
be accomplished. 

These are social evils, ignored by the 
community at large and upheld by the 
church, which has said, ‘‘ Servants, obey 
your masters.” So long as such indiffer- 
ence is manifested the monopolists, strong 
in legislative power, will ‘‘ grind the faces 
of the poor,” and those who refuse its 
meager support oan starve or resort to 
worse means as they will. 

One of the saddest and most pitiable 
illustrations of this lamentable condition 
is the lives of little children being sacri- 
ficed for their parents’ benefit. We thrill 
with horror when reading Mr. Frank G. 
Carpenter’s accounts of cruelty in China, 
but many of the infamous deeds practiced 
in our boasted civilization, if revealed, 
would be enough to make that barbarous 
nation turn pale with envy. 

It is needful that we have strong agita- 
tors for economic reform, needful that 
the services of every earnest person be en- 
listed in its behalf. Of course, ‘* one per- 
son Cannot convert the world,” nor need 
he try, for ''different aliments require 
different remedies,” but one thing we are 
sure of—every one can investigate and 
agitate, ensuring in this manner ''uni- 
versal mental liberty " for the nation. 

Ina BALLOU, 


Why “The Truth Seekeer ” Spells Have 
“Hay.” 
New Yous, N. Y., Jan. 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Since Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
is the banner Spelling Reform paper of 
the country, from the persistence with 
which for ten years or more it has uni- 
formly speld hav, giv, liv, eto., and many 
of its readers ar in the Spelling Reform 
ranks, I hope you will giv space to the 
report of the last meeting of the Spelling 
Reform Associatian. The report is made 
in the spellings on which the body of 
spelling reformers are agreed, no matter 
how they may differ on new alfabets. 

Yours truly, Erza B. Burnz. 
JOINT MBETING OF LEARNED SOCIETIRS IN 

SPELLINGS AUTHOBIZED BY THE OENTURY 

AND STANDARD DICTIONARIES. 

On December 27-29 à joint meeting was 
held at the University of Pennsvlvania, 
Philadelphia, of the American Oriental 
Society, Philological Association, Modern 
Language Associatinn, Society of Biblical 
Literature, Archeological Institute, Spell- 
ing Reform Association, and other lerned 

rganizations. 
j he meeting of the Spelling Reform As- 
sociation was held on the afternoon of the 
97th inst. Prof. Francis A. Maroh, its 
president, made the opening address, giv- 
ing a 1ésamé of what had been accom- 
plisht by the efforts made for improved 
spelling sinse the formation of the Assooi- 
ation in 1876, Filolologists both in Eng- 
Jand and America hav studied the subject | 


closely and aeree that n^ hindrance to 
filological reserch or to etymology will 
resnlt from reformd orthografy. Teach- 
ers and the pnblie hav been wun over to 
a considerahl extent, and belief in the 
sacrednese and immutability of the present 
orthografy has been shaken. Moreover 
fifteen hundred spellings of common 
words, with from two to three silent let- 
ters omitted under definit rnles. hay been 
incorporated as anthorized snellinga into 
the Century and Standard Dictionaries. 
The advance, tho slow has heen sure. 

_Dr. H. W. Wayland. editor of the Na- 
tional Baptist, gave as reasons why the 
reform progrest so slowly: 1. Sen- 
timent. Penpl ar attacht to the anti- 
quated spelling of their fathers. 2 Te- 
norance. Sum who profess to he scolars 
ar stil talking about the argument on 
etymology, tho this argument was given 
un long ago by Max Muller, and all filolo- 
gists wurthy of the name. 8 Cowardice. 
4 Selfishness. These obstacls may all be 
sumd up under the name of conservatism. 

Dr. James W. Walk, Director of the 
Department of Charities and Correction, 
urged spelling reform on account of the 
henefit it would confer upon the poor. 
He said, truly, that a very laree part of 
the short scool life of poor children is 
taken up in teaching them our illogical 
and unreasonabl orthoerafy. Coud we 
hav a sensibl spelling all this time would 
be saved, and, in addition, the child's 
mind would not be confused by a method 
which is obnoxious to all the rules of logic 
and common sense. 

J. H. Allen, of Massachusetts, and Eliza 
B Burnz, of New York, both of whom 
wer among the founders of the Associs- 
tion, made addresses. The latter asked, 
‘Wheat shal we individually do to further 
the reform?" She urged as a first step 
that all persons who favord a revision of 
orthografy make themselvs thoroly ac- 
quainted with the fifteen hundred revised 
spellings found in the latest dictionaries, 
and uze more or less of them in their cor- 
respondence and publications. While not 
every one may possess a Century or 
Standard Dictionary, esch can send to the 
Bureau of Eduestion at Washineton for a 
copy of the pamflet entitled, ** Circular of 
Information, No. 8, 1893." which contains 
a list of the shorter spellings and is sent 
free on application. This list, and the 
rules which guvern the shorter spellings. 
Should bestudied until they can be applied 
when writing. f 

As a preparation for the general use of 
revised spelling, Mrs. Burnz recommended 
that spelling reformers should, in their 
respeotiv districts, see to it that Pure 
Fonics—that is, the study of the elements 
of English speech apart from letters—is 
thoroly taught in scools. At present the 
ignorance of elementary sounds is so dense 
that few persons, even in the teacher’s 
profession, can unhesitatingly separate 
words into their vocal elements. Yet it is 
more important for a child to speak wel 
than to spel wel. 

Mr. Patterson Du Bois of the Sunday 
School Times, made an ernest appeal 
that our children’s intellects shall not be 
longer stultified by a barbarous orthog- 
rafy. Teachers should giv as a reason for 
learning the present spelling, not that if is 
rightbut that custom requires it; and offer 
an expectation to tbe child that sum day 
it wil be made more reasonabl. 

Prof. C. P.. G. Scott, editor of Worces- 
ter's Dictionary, closed the meeting with 
an address in which he said: *'All the con- 
siderations of scholarship and reason ar in 
favor of the reform.”—New York School 
Journal. 


A Protest and a Pertinent Compari:on. 


Onoss PrarNS, Tenn., Feb. 11, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I inolose you a speech 
which I made to the county court of 
Robertson county on the first Monday in 
January. lam the only representativ of 
Freethought who has publicly defied the- 
ocracy in this portion of the country. I 
was a candidate for Superintendent of 
Public Instruction in this county, and one 
of the magistrates in my own district told 
me he would not vote for me because I 
was an Agnostic. Others voted ageinst 
me for same reason. Of course his action 
had the effect to preolude the possibility 
of my election. I met the issue squarely 
in a five minutes’ speech to the court. 

i W. D. CORERAN. 
SPHEOH. 

There is another question to which I 
want to call your attention—a question 
which I had not thought would be in- 
volved in this canvass, One of the magis- 
trates of my own district. says he will not 
vote for me because I am an Agnostic. 
This spirit is subversiv of republican insti- 
tutions. Is no one not a member of the 
church to be allowed to hold cffice in this 
country? This is the same spirit that 
actuated the American Protectiv Associ- 
ation in sending delegates to the conven- 


Catholic. I stamp it into the earth. 

In the name of common sense, in the 
name of honor, truth, and justica, has it 
come to pass in this country that the test 
of qnalification for office is religion or no 
religion? Must I be deprived of the 
benefits to be derived from an office be- 
cause, forsooth, I do not belong to the 
church? Are all the men in Robertson 
county who do not belong to the church— 
and there are hundreds of them—to be 
debarred from holding office? Are they 
to be deprived of their Constitutional 
rights as American citizens? Establish 
this as a precedent, and I undertake to say 
that no mau in Robertson county who does 
not belong to the church can hold office. 
It is proscription! It is persecution! 

This spirit, if it had the opportunity, 
would vote to debar all who dare not be- 
long to the church from holding office, it 
would vote to disfranchise them, it would 
vote to turn the state over to the control of 
the church, and finally into the control of 
that particular church to which the mem- 
ber happened to belong. I scorn it! I 
spit upon it! : 

Gentlemen, it seems to me that this 
question should be decided upon merit. 
The question should be, Is he honest? Is 
he capable? Itis not a question of rel'g- 
ion. [Here time was called. I asked for 
a minute more, which was allowed. ] 

In conclusion, my wife's name is en- 
rolled on the books of one of the churches 
in Springfield as à member. Some of 
those whom I see before me know this to 
be true. Now, because her husband is 
such a monstrosity aa to be an Agnostio, 
must she be deprived of the benefits to be 
derived from an office, must she, indeed, 
and her children, because of this fact, 
go ragged and hungry? Hasitcome to 
this? 

Gentlemen, if there is a candidate more 
capable, or who will discharge the duties 
of the office more faithfully than I, vote 
for him, but do not vote against me simply 
because I am an Agnostic. Iam sorry I 
cannot speak longer. I wish I could talk 
to you an hour on this subject. [Time 
again called]. 


Is It Love of Religious Liberty ? 
Neenacg, Oat., Feb. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: In the American Patriot, 
an A, P. A. paper, of Jan. 12, appeared 
an article headed, ‘Shameful Mis- 
representation of the A. P. A.,” be- 
ing an answer to what I wrote for 
Tut Trouta Seexer laet October. The 
writer claims to be a Freethinker and 
is willing to shake hands with me as such, 
but must jeer at my confused and unright- 
eous ideas about the A. P. A. The writer 
offered to mail me a copy of the A. P. A. 
platform and advised me to study it. Hav- 
ing read hundreds of A P. A. papers and 
alarge quantity of their literature, it is 
not necessary. A liberal person unac- 
quainted with the A. P. A. movement and 
jast reading their platform adopted at 
Des Moines, is very apt to be deceived 
and imagine the American Protective As- 
sociation to be the long sought-for pana- 
cea for theocratic despotism. But the 
Bible contains a good proverb, ‘‘ By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” which is appli- 
cable in this case. A person to get a correct 
view of this organization must read the 
different organs published in the interest 
ofthe order. An A. P. A'istisimbued with 
the idea that the Roman Catholics are the 
only enemies of religious freedom. Down 
the Catholics, and the country is safe. He 
entirely ignores the attempts of the Prot- 
estants to throttle religious liberty, which, 
inview of their numbers, is far more dan- 
gerous. 

The alleged main object of the A. P. A. 
is to preserve our non-sectarian public 
schools. That sounds very well, but what 
does it really mean by non-sectarian pub- 
lio schools ? It simply means Protestant 
schools, where Protestant exercises and 
the Protestant Bible are used. To prove 
my assertion I will quote you a few ex- 
tracts culled from the A. P. A. papers : 

First, to begin with, here is the tenth 
plank of the state organization in Kansas, 
published in the American Hagle, Kansas 
City, Kan. 

** We demand that the Bible, which has 
been the recognized text book of our fath- 
ers, be maintained in our public schools 


Is that plain enouzh ? Do we want the 
Bible in our schools? (By the way, the 
president of the A. P. A. in that State isa 
reverend.) In the same paper was also 
published a historical catechism. Here 
is one of the questions : ** Whois responsi- 
ble for having the Bible taken out of our 
public schools?" — Answer. —''The Roman 
Catholics.” This is terrible in the eyes of 
an A. P. A. fanatic, but it just suits the 
Freethinker. In the American Citizen, 
published iu Boston, there was an article 
headed ‘‘ Why the Bible should be taught 
in our public schools.” The writer began 
with the statement that nobody objected 
to the Bible in the schools but Catholics 
and Infidels. No, of course the A. P. A. 
don’t want religion taught in the public 
schools. And to cap the climax, the A. P. 
A. of New Hampshire indorsed Henry W. 
Blair for U. S. Senator. Blair’s hobby is 
the union of Church and State, to be effect- 
ed by teaching the Christian superstition 
in the publicschools. I believe it is proven 
eonelusively how their organization stands 
on the school question. 

I claim that the Catholios are not any 
more dangerous to our religious liberties 
than the Protestants, who outnumber them 
three to one. The Catholics are the Free- 
thinkers’ main allies in getting the Bible out 
of the public schools. Who has introduced 
all the Sunday laws in Congress? Were 
they Catholics? I don’t know of it. We hav 
good evidence that their chief champion, 
Mr. Blair, is a member of this patriotic (?) 
organization, Who introduced the XVI. 
amendment in Congress ? Wasit a Cath- 
olic ? Senator Galiinger and Mr. Morse 
are Protestants, and what is more, they are 
members of this A. P. A. organization, or 
strongly sympathize with it. The Ameri- 
can Citizen and other A. P. A. papers, 
speak of their God-in-the-Oonstitution 
Twins, as the gallant defenders of Ameri- 
ean principles. It seems whenever fanatics 
want to introduce some particularly obnox- 
iou laws they straightway brand it Ameri- 
can, like our so-called American Sabbath 
laws. ; 

I am not trying to defend Catholics, but 
the fact remains that in almost everything 
except the matter of public schools, they 
are more tolerant than the Protestants, I 
venture to assert that if the case was re- 
versed, that Catholics were in the majority 
and controlled the schools and taught the 
catechism therein as the Protestants do the 
Bible, you would see the Protestants make 
the same demand for separate schools ag 
the Catholics do. Of course there are 
some Freethinkers in the membership of 
this order. According to Supreme Presi- 
dent Traynor, in an article in Harper's, 
about 11 per cent, are Freethinkers, but as 
50 per cent. are church members and the 
others all hav Christian tendencies, it is 
easy enough to see which influence controls 
the organization. The Zocsin, an A. P. A, 
paper published in Los Angeles, Cal, is 
the only paper I hav come across which 
has the courage to denounce Protestant 
religious exercises in public schools. They 
are always ready, though, to denounce 
Catholic religious exercises. Fhe editor 
of the Tocsín belongs to the 11 per cent. 
Another thing that strikesthe Freethinker 
as rather suspicious is the number of 
reverends lecturing in favor of the A. P. 
A. These gentlemen of the cloth hav cer- 
tainly never been noted for their zeal in 
the cause of religious liberty. Missouri 
and Kansas both hava reverend gentle- 
man as state president, and if we looked 
up the matter we would probably find a 
good many more sky pilots controlling the 


different state organizations. 

The A. P. A. has a good plank in its 
Des Moines platform. viz: Taxation of 
churoh property. But is it sincere? I 
hav read variousstatementa in their papers 
about how much property the Catholic 
church has untaxed, but very little is said 
about Protestant church property. As the 
A. P. A. claims to control the legislatures 
of several States, we will hav a chance to 
see what they mean by advocating the tax- 
ation of church property. On the whole, 
though, this A. P. A. movement is benefi- 
cial to Freethonght, in that it divides the 
forces of onr common enemy. This cry of 
unity among the Christians is simply a 
scheme to squelch Infidelity; but the A. 
P. A. movement has created a chasm be- 
tween Oatholios and Protestants which it 
will take mauy years to bridge. Let the 
fight go on; Freethought will be the gainer. 

H. SANDBERG. 
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@hildren’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Prove Beyond a Doubt. 


If ever a doubt you hav in your mind, 
Of anything that you mav hear, 

Don't pass it over as if it were so, 
Especially if it seems queer. 

But stop, and think for yourself for awhile, 
And always keep looking about; 

See why the statements you've heard are not so, 
And prove them beyond your own doubt, 

—BERTHA F. JOHNSON. 
i 


Marion Hepburn’s Heresy. 
[CONTINUED. ] 

So far her studies in philosophy had 
been made iu the library, where no one 
could interrupt her, and where no one 
could question or scold her for her 
naughtiness. She had not been thrown 
upon the tempestuous world, there to see 
the stupidity, ignorance, and prejudice of 
the masses. She thought people who had 
no religion had the same opportunities, 
enjoyed as many benefits, and were treated 
as impartially as those who were religiously 
inclined. She had never heard of perse- 
cutions in this day of civilization. The 
only persecutions she knew anything 
about were those of the Middle Ages, of 
the times when martyrs suffared death be- 
cause they differed from the powers that 
were. . 

When the mother of the children one 
day suggested to her that they ought to 
be taught the principles of religion, and 
that the creed of the Episcopal church 
should be explained to them, she evinced 
surprise. With her idess on philosophy 
and morality, she could not see how teach- 
ing the children the dogmas of any creed 
would quicken their intellects or augment 
their knowledge, and she politely but 
firmly told the mother so. 

**So you do not believe in religion,” 
exclaimed the parent. 

**Oh, no; I cannot see any reason in 
religion as taught by the churches to-day. 
I think it is something that ought to be 
left to the matured thought of the individ- 
ual.” 

** Well, how can people be religious un- 
less they are taught when their minds are 
iħ the formativ stage? How can they 
appreciate the sublime truths which reli- 
gion teaches, unless, when young, they 
are shown the necessity of having faith? 
I think it is shocking, nay, disgraceful, for 
one to be devoid of religion, and I pity all 
such people from the bottom of my heart, 
and pray for their salvation," 

** Madam, I am sorry we hav to disagree 
upon this subject, but it is much better for 
both of us that I tell you the truth. My 
conscience would not rest werel to say I 
believed in religion just for the sake of 
pleasing you, or to find favor with you, 
when I do not believe in it." 

Walking over toa book case she took 
from one of its shelvs a small prayer book 
and opening it turned to the ‘‘Articles of 
Religion." 

“No doubt," she continued, ‘‘ you 
would hav your children taught from the 
Smaller Catechism and given lessons from 
the Bible, but if you really wanted your 
children to understand your creed they 
would hav to understand every one of 
these articles. Now, the first article is 
one of which a child can hav no compre- 
hension, and 1 doubt if any man or woman 
ean. Itreads: ‘There is but one living 
and true god, everlasting, without body, 
parts, or passions; of infinit power, wis- 
dom, and goodness; the maker and pre- 
server of all things, visible and invisible, 
ete.’ Now, as the same is in the catechism, 
if the children were to ask me how a per- 
son without body, parts, or passions, could 
hav goodness, wisdom, and power, how 
could I honestly explain it to them? And 
how could I tell them, should they ask 
me, how God preserves all things visible 
and otherwise, when thousands of lives are 
lost every day, and buildings burn and 
earthquakes rend portions of the globe, 
killing and burying thousands? I could 


not teach them the principles of any relig- 
ion that taught such absurdities. I know 
T ought not to talk to you in this manner, 
but I really cannot help it.” 

** Oh, very well, since you cannot teach 
the children the sacred principles of relig- 
ion your services will be dispensed with 
after to-day.” 

** Of course you will giv me a recom- 
mendation," Miss Hepburn quietly replied. 

** No, I don’t see how I can; a person 
without religion must be without morality 
I could not think of recommending you to 
anyone.” And the speaker went out of 
the room leaving our young friend alone 
to think over the past few minutes and the 
strange conduct of her mistress. 

The first thing to be done, now that she 
had been notified that her services were 
no longer required, was to look for a place 
in which to stay until another position was 
secured. 

That evening she walked over to her 
aunt’s, and that estimable person was more 
than surprised that her niece had been 
discharged. Of course $5 a week board 
was too tempting a sum to be refused, and 
she was on the point of giving her neice 
consent to reside with her, when she asked 
the question: ** For what reason were you 
dismissed?" 

** Because I could not bend my con- 
science to teach the children the articles 
or principles of religion, of which no one 
knows anything certain; and because I do 
not believe in religion, she said I was not 
wanted any longer." 

**Oh, my dear child,” the loving aunt 
hastily exclaimed, ‘‘with my family of 
growing children I could not hav you in 
the house. If the neighbors knew they 
would point their fingers at this house and 
say an Infidel, an Atheist, lived here. How 
horribly shocking that would be! Iam 
very sorry, but you cannot come here to 
stay." 

So away she trudged from the inhospit- 
able roof of her mother’s sister. Along 
the quiet streets she wended her way, with 
tears almost in her eyes at the strange turn 
of affairs. Thoughts ran busily through 
her brain; the same kind of thoughts that 
troubled her two yearsago. What could 
she do? What was to be done? 

** Furnished rooms to let." 
Epwarp Dosson. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


His Papa Did Not Know Much. 


“Papa,” said little Theodore Todd, of 
Orange, N. J., **do you know all there is 
to be learned in the world ?” 

“O no, my little son," was the reply; 
“your papa knows only a few things.” 

**Don't other big men like you know all 
there is to know ?" 

“I think not.” 

“Was you ever a little baby, papa?” 

‘Yes; they tell me that once I was a lit- 
tle baby, and also a little boy like you.” 

‘Was you ever just as big as I ?” 

‘Yes; I suppose I was once just about 
your hight and size." 

**Well, where was you before you was a 
little baby ?" 

*'T cannot tell you, my son.” 

“Why can’t you tell me ?” 

**Beeause I do not know.” 

«Well, where was I when you were a 
little baby ?” 

“I do not know, my little son.” 

“Does anybody else know ?” 

“I think that no one else knows any 
more than I do about it." 

**Don't God know all about it ?" 

“I cannot answer that question, my little 
philosopher.” 

**Didn't God make you grow from a lit- 
tle baby toa big man ?" 

*T grew to be a man; but I cannot ex- 
plain how I grew.” 

‘Well, if God made you grow, wouldn't 
you know all about it ?” 

**My dear little son; you ask me too hard 
questions. I cannot answer them.” 

“Seems to me, papa, you don’t know 
much for such a big man. When I grow 
up as big as you I mean to know ail there 
is to be known.” 

**T hope you will, my little man, Ireally 
hope that you will learn to understand all 
about the mysteries of life and creation.” 

“Mamma says that God made us all, and 
made everything we see. But who made 
God, papa ?” 


“No one ean answer that question, my 
little theologian.” 

**What do you mean by a theologian ?” 

“Well, a theologian is a person who 
writes a discourse, or delivers a lecture, on 
the subject of God.” 

**Well, papa, if nobody has ever seen 
God, how do they know thereis any God?" 

**We don't know anything about it ” 

“Then, vapa, what makes folks say God 
made everything, when they don't know 
whether there is a God or not ?” 

**You must ask me easier questions than 
that, for I cannot answer it correctly. No- 
body knows. So I hav to say I don't know 
anything about it.” 

**Well, I mean to know when I get to be 
aman. Well, papa, can God see in the 
dark and black night just as well as in the 
daytime ?” 

“I cannot answer that question. But a 
writer says in the Bible that the darkness 
and the light are alike to God.” 

‘Then, papa, if the darkness and the 
davlight are alike, why can’t we see in the 
night ?” 

‘Your questions are too hard for me, 
As I and other men understand light and 
darkness, they are not alike.” 

‘Well, papa. can God see everybody al] 
over the world ?" 

“I don’t know, my son; no one ean an- 
swer that question. Your father is an 
Agnostic.” 

“O dear, I am so tired of staying in the 
house all such a long day! (Sunday.) Does 
God see you and me, papa ?” 

“That is another hard question whioh 
nobody can answer correctly.” 

**But why can’t you answer it? I could 
answer itif I knew there was any God, and 
he had eyes. "Well, papa, I'm such a little 
feller, do you think if I—if I should go 
out under the apple tree, and play marbles 
a little while, if I didn't whoop and holler, 
do you think God would care ?" 

**No, my little reasoner, I think that 
neither God, nor any other creature, 
would care, if you should play marbles, or 
ball, or anything else, on Sunday." 

‘Well, papa, what makes them call it 
Sunday, when the sun shines just the same 
on every other day ?" 

“Well, many hundred years ago, it is 
stated, people said the sun was God. So, 
onone day every week they would come 
together, and fall down on their knees and 
worship the sun; and pray to the sun to 
send them many good things, and that day 
they called Sunday." 

**Well, the sun isn't à God, is it, papa ? 
The sun can’t talk, can it, papa? If the 
sun had eyes couldn’t we see them ?” 

“My boy, y^u ask as many puzzling 
questions as little Jesus did." 


—— 


Correspondence. 


Fort PargrrELD, Me., Feb. 3, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought that I 
would write again as my other letter 
escaped the waste basket. The Baptists 
are holding revival meetings. I hav not 
been, but two of mv brothers hav been, and 
quite a number of other Freethinkers go, 
and sit in front seats. A good many peo- 
ple hav been converted, and many go just 
for fun. I think Toe TRUTH SEEKER isa 
very fine paper, and I like the Children’s 
Corner very much. I go to school, and 
my studies are fourth reader, small 
geography, and small arithmetic. Papa 
doesn’t want me to study grammer; he 
says I am not old enough. I was ten 
years old the fourth day of January. One 
of the ministers was talking to a little 
Freethought girl, and she t^ld him that 
she did not want anything to do with his 
God.. Yours for truth, 

Erne M. Grant. 

[Ethel is one among the number of our 
bright girls, who may yet make a mark in 
the Liberal world. Now is the time to 
learn to study and investigate. —Ep. C. C.] 


MARRY THIS GIRL—SOMEBODY ! 


Mz. Eprros: : 

I stained a blue silk dress with lemon juice; 
what will restore the color? I am making lots of 
money selling the Climax Dish Washer. Have 
not made less than $10 any day I worked. Every 
family wants a Dish Washer, and pays $5 quickly 
when they see the dishes washed and dried per- 
fectly in one minute, I generally sell at every 


‘| house. It is easy selling what every family wants 


to buy.. Isellas many washers as my brother, 
and he is an old salesman. I will clear $3.000 this 
year. By eddressing J. H. Nolen, 60 W. Third 
avenue, Columbus, Ohio. anyone can get particu- 
lars about the Dish Washer, and can do a5 well as 
Tam doing. Talk about hard times; you can 
soon pay off a mortgage, when making $10 a day, 
if you will only work; and why won't people try 
when ‘they hav snch good opportunities? - 

MAGGIE R. 


There is more Catarrh in this section of the 
country than all other diseases put together, and 
until the last few years was supposed to be incur- 
able. For a great many years doctors pro- 
nounced it a local disease, and prescribed local 
remedies, and by constantly failing to cnre with 
local treatment, pronounced it incurable. Sci- 
ence has proven Catarrh to be a constitutional 
disease, and, therefore, requires constitutional 
treatment. Hall’s Catarrh Cure. manufactured 
by F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohio, is the only 
consticsutional cure on ths market. Itis taken 
internally in doses from 10 drops to & teaspoon- 
ful. It acts directly on the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. They offer one hundred 
dollars for any case it fails to cure. Send for 
circulars and testimonials. Address 

. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 
V^ Sold by Druggists, 750. . 


The Mill:ad. 


(1000 STAN ZAS) 


A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L.. 


Gathering the ethical or mora! elements from 
Greek mythology, and applying the test of the 
Golden Rule to the world’s history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
nation depend upon a recognition of the princi- 
ple that 

“ Right, and Hight only, Makes Mignt.” 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas [to each 
canto), as follows: 
Ee Themis Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


ight. 
IL—The Olympian Council. F 
II(.—The Goddesses in Consultation. 
IV.—Fhehus, Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 
in High Life . 
Y —Sket.h of World's History to 19th Century. 


VL—History of the United States. Twofold 
Wectionalism. 
VIL—The Theory aed Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. 
VIII.—Reconstruction and Subsequent Politics. 
A Satire. 


IX.—The Columbian Exposition. 
X.—The Parliament of Religions and Iis Snb- 
lime Lessons. 


Cloth, 400 pp.,$1; holiday edition, $1.50, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE: 


TER CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
tnre of Freethonght. Its arguments are base 
npon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of jnstice. 
It is eloanent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, 81. Address 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


OR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two yonng 
pn anda younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair edncation, and 
much courage, to make their way throngh the 
world by going to Chicago. The anthor is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypoorits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we shonld ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price. 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 


The Bible and Evolution, 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London ''Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best prodnetion 
of Mr Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the snbject. ‘The 
manner is good, and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TROTH i44¢ ER, 


'o Pe otto niaae, Now Vape’ 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pazes, fall of scientifi 
thought. The story of this great sciontist’s lifs 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York Oity 


Col. B. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMEN'T 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


T: At Morristown, N. J. 

isis thegreatestargnmentever madein 

of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 

long as the Christians nse force to repress fre 

speech. Its legal acnmen is unsurpassed, its el 

quence never eqnaled. Wherever Christian pet 

secution is going on this argument should be 

freely circulated, read to the Obristians, and ex- 

oonnded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE T«UTH SEHR ER. MARCH 2, 159b. ~ 
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JY ow Dublications. 


Unless otherwise speci fled , all public 
tions noticed here can be had of Tue- 
Taur& SmmkmB Company, at the price 
named. 


Rauiaion AND THR Biste. ByF. D. Oum- 
mings. New York: The Truth Seeker 
Oo. Cloth, pp. 314. 50 cents. 

From the standpoint of the Liberal, this 
book is thoughtful and furnishes ample 
argument in his favor. It is well written, 
concise, clearly stated and shows care in 
its arrangement. 


Tue Berrer Worx. By E. B. Southwick, 
M. D. New York: The Truth Seeker 
Co. Oloth, pp. 375. 50 cents. 

. This isan effort to show a people enjoy- 

ing itself; men and women are equal in 

every respect, working, playing, studying 
together, without selfishness or personal 
ambition. This story is interesting, but 
the. object of the author, if one reads 
between the lines, is to amuse his readers, 
and distract the mind from the unhappy 
events which so often come to the lot of 
nearly every one in the world.— Banner of 
Light. 


ABRAHAM LiNOOLN: Was he a Ohristian ? 
By John E Rsmsburg. Truth Seeker 
Oo., 28 Lafayette Placo, New York. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

The motto of Ohas. -Bradlaugh was 
“thorough.” Mr. Remsburg may as fairly 
wear it on his escutcheon—if he has one. 
The question as to Lincoln’s religious be- 
lief was raised by one of his biographers, 
Dr. Holland, and seemingly would not 
down, but Mr. Remsburg’s book is based 
on fifteen years’ work in collecting evi- 
dence from over 120 witnesses, and as the 
ratio is 100 to 20 that Lincoln was not a 
professed Christian, not accepting its vital 
and distinctiv dogmas, it looks as though 
Mr. Remsburg had thoroughly settled the 
question, but such matters are becoming, 
perhaps, impossible to settle when the 
status of & man to-day, like Dr. Briggs, 
himself claiming to be a Christian, is in 
dispute. Mr. Remsburg’s effort to find 
out the truth has discovered many inter- 
esting bits of biography of Lineoln hardly 
to be found in other more pretentious 
works.— Foote's Health Monthly. 


TRUTH SEEKER AwNUAL FoR 1895 re- 
ceived and I am real glad to see this valuable 
publication renewed. I had sent off all my 
old copies save one to friends, who wished 
to see specimens of it. I kept one for the 
calendar record of births, deaths, and 
notable events concerning Liberals and 
Liberalism. The issue of 1895 is worth 25 
cents for this department alone. Tager- 
soll, Mrs. Gage, Susan H. Wixon, Helen 
Gardener, and indeed all its contributors, 
hav excellent articles in it. It ought to 
sell like hot cakes, and I hope it will. 
Among our good resolves for the New Year 
we should make a strong one that we will 
do all we can to promote Liberal thought 
and Liberal work; and especially aid our 
- prominent public workers who breast the 
storm and brayely pave the way for our 
progress, — El»iina Drake Slenker. 

Many books hav been written of late 
years on phrenology. The ‘‘Brain and 
the Bible” deals with that subject, and 
also with the position of religion on the 
various theories of the mind. The author 
maintains very liberal views, and this book 
will be antagonized by orthodox religion- 
ists. It discusses in fearless manner the 
established opinions of religion, and boldly 
throws down the gauntlet to the cham- 
pions of unquestioning faith. The an- 
thor is a necessitarian. Causes, operating 
before birth, combined with environment, 
produce certain formations of the brain, 
and these limit and modify thought. Men- 
tal attributes, like physical attributes, are 
inherited. Oharacter, morality—concep- 
tions of right and wrong, hav their origin 
in the same mauner. an can no more 
make himself perfect morally than he can 
make himself au intellectual giant. -This 
is the scientific doctrin applied to the 
courrent religion of to-day, 

The whole work warmly advocates Free- 
thought. The introduction is by R. G. 
Ingersoll, and is written in his usual 
brilliant style. The book is for sale by 
the Truth Seeker Oampany, 28 Lafryette 
place, New York.— Economist (Monte- 
sano), Wash. 


“uA Tale of a Halo" by Morgan A. Rob- 
ertson, is the title of a story in verse which 
could have been written by no one but a 
hardened skeptic. As a literary effort it 
- has points to commend it, the author dar- 
ingly violating the prescribed rules of 
rhyme in order to attain smoothness of 
composition and directness of style. Asa 
result, although the poetic attribute has 
been slighted somewhat, the story reads 
from beginning to end with the rippling 
flow of rhythmical prose., The story, 
briefly, is of Beelzebub’s expedition to the 
heavenly city in the guise of a newcomer 
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oD EOS Go — 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
l Four Hundred Years. 


PERE 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 


$6.50. | 


AINAANI NANANA 


were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 


have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months' delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one? Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, thé 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Foos Hunprep Years or Faxr- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With ‘The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
See erry st i 
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from earth. By his polished manner and 
clinching arguments he induces St. Peter 
to admit him. Inside, by the same pro- 
cedure, he secures an outfit and halo which 
eclipses all the rest. Envy and discontent 
follow, and at this point he is recognized 
and denounced by the archangel Michael. 
Resuming his natural shape of a fiend, he 
proceeds to turn heaven into a pandemo- 
nium, but. is subdued and ejected at last 
by the sign of the cross, made by St. Pat- 
rick. A reader who reveres the angels 
and saints, even though only as religious 
symbols, will not relish this book, for the 
characters are earthly and of things 
earthly. St. Peter with his pipe and dis- 
sipated habits, the pitiful, jealousy of the 
other saints, St. Patrick with his rich 
brogue and pugnacious temperament, and 
the lofty and martial Michael, archangel 
and chief of the heavenly army, with his 
intrepid courage and strong sense of duty, 
marred by a weak dislike of St. Peter, 
make 8 combination calculated to rob 


them of much of their divinity. Possibly, 
this is the author’s intent, for he has fol- 
lowed the unconscious example of Milton 
and made his devil tower above them all 
in grandeur and nobility of character. If 
the saintly keeper of the heavenly gate is 
really the character described in this book, 
we doubt that the author will succeed in 
passing in, but his friends may draw some 
consolation from the hope that, having 
spoken well of Beelzebub, his existence in 
the infernal regions will be made as easy 
as is consistent with divine justice.—‘‘Me- 
díator" in Brooklyn Eagle. 


The Value of Good Bread 

is appreciated by every one, but so few are 
able to secure uniformly good results. 
This is often due to the fact that when 
milk is used the character of it is exceed- 
ingly variable; by using Borden's Peerless 
Brand Evaporated Cream you will over- 
come this difficulty. Try it. 


ON NNA, 


Something < 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 
For I dipt into the future, far as human eyeconld 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of * Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide." 
Papereovers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETIE PLACE, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WIvH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam's works, 
&nd no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents & copy, 12 copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters. in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is & divine book of 

"ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterances. 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s “ creation,” and 
“curse,” theologically denominated * the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. N 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

tion of the assumption that he was & divine 

erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, iù cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and be a as S: en 

Addres T THESE 
$3 Lafayette place, New York. 
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Gems of Bhought. 


Kinpness means as with your child, so 
with your servant, not indulgence but 
care,—Ruskin. 


How is the great problem of existence 
piled on existence, that we see everywhere 
about us, solved by the unknown quantity 
of deity ?—Investigator. 


Tue superstitious man is to the knave 
what the slave is to the tyrant; nay, fur- 
ther, the superstitious man is governed by 
the fanatic, and becomes one.— Voltaire. 


FaxEDOoM is not murder. It is salvation. 
It is not dynamite. It is the offered hand. 
It needs not to slay to convince. It givs 
vision and gentleness. It persuades him 
who is permitted to choose evil that he 
dares not choose evil because evil is of 
no availas against the soul’s providence. 
—Horace L. Traubel. 


GENERAL truths, to be of due and per- 
manent use, must be earned.  *' Easy 
Come easy go,” is a saying as applicable to 
knowledge as to wealth. While rules, 
lying isolated in the. mind— not joined to 
its other contents as outgrowths from 
them—are continually forgotten, the 
principles which those rules express piece- 
meal, become, when once reached by the 
understanding, enduring  possessions.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


VorTAIRE'S great work was to hav done 
more than any other man on record to 
make the instinct of cruelty not only 
detestable, but ludicrous; and so to ac- 
complish what the holiest and the wisest of 
saints and philosophers had failed to 
achieve—to attack the most hideous and 
‘pernicious of human vices with a more 
effectiv weapon than preaching and denun- 
ciation—to make tyrants and torturers 
look not merely horrible and hateful, but 
pitiful and ridiculous, —4. C. Swinburne. 


Or course, society has the right to 
protect itself, no matter whether the per- 
sons who attack its well-being are respon- 
sible or not, no matter whether they are 
sick in mind, or deformed in brain, The 
right of self-defense exists, not only in 
the individual, but in society. The great 
question is, How shall this right of self- 
defense be exercised? What spirit shall 
` bein the nation, or in society—the spirit 

of revenge, a desire to degrade and punish 
. and destroy, or, a spirit born of the recog- 

nition of the fact that criminals are vic- 
tims? The world has thoroughly tried 
confiscation, degradation, imprisonment 
torture, and death, and thus far the world 
has failed.— Ingersoll. 


Tue spirit of persecution that inspired 
legal action against Whitman’s poems in 
Boston, thereby depriving the poet of the 
greater part of his income, and forcing the 
authors of England to come to his rescue 
with financial aid, is the same old diabolical 
instinct that provided Nero with his living 
‘candles, and Torquemada with his twelve 
thousand bonfires of human flesh; it is the 
spirit of Cyril, murderer of gentle Hy- 
patia; the temper of mind that lighted the 
fagots around Giordano Bruno, and slowly 
roasted to death the body of Michael 
Servetus; that hung the witches of Salem 
and the Quakers of Boston; and to-day 
knouts, exiles, and gibbets the noble 
patriot-Nihilists of Russia; itis the spirit 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 
REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


E-Our amphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Prover- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and ‘lerritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the reiative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
eomparicons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the facts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890. will 
not be superseded until the cen-us of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eignt 
years hence. Thearguments are unanswerable 
-nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffered 
»0 »xist. 

By singte copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pübnshed specially for distribution by 
shose who favor Justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 

en copies. . - - - $1.00 
ifty copies, 2t - - - 450 

One hundred copies - - - 8.00 

Larger quantities at special rates. 

Address THE TR SEEKER, New York. 
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that murdered Lovejov and John Brown, 
remanded Thomas Sims and Anthony 
Barns to slavery, and branded in the hand 
with a hot iron Captain Jonathan Wa'ker. 
of Massachusetts, for helping the fugitiv 
slave to escape.— Wm. Sloane Kennedy. 


Tue judges of Athens put Socrates to 
death on the ground that his opinions 
tended to corrupt the youth of that 
city. The High Court of Jerusalem sen- 
tenced Jesns to death on similar grounds. 
Practica) Pilate asked, ‘‘ What evil hath 
he done?"—but he got no answer. Jesus 
had done no evil; he had only ad- 
vanced opinions which the msjority con- 
sidered subversiv of the moral founda- 
tions of society. And, in short, there is 
no persecution, no oppression of con- 
science, no massacre in history which may 
not be justified on the principle that you 
may punish a man for the evils which may 
be imaginativly and prospectivly attributed 
to the influence of his opinions. Nay, all 
contemporary discussion of vital problems, 
all new ideas, are thus placed at the mercy 
of nervous apprehension.—Moncure D. 
Conway. 


THE one argument that bigotry is never 
able to answer is the argument of a loving 
heart found outside its petty inclosures. 
The dcegmatist confesses the thing most 
to be feared is the consistently good life 
of a heretic. The Christian scheme of 
exclusiv salvation through the atoning 
blood of Jesus holds for many minds until 
they are brought face to face with a 
prophet soul like Mozoomdar, until they 
humbly confess their own spiritual pov- 
erty in the presence of the gentle dignity 
and humane presence of a benignant dark- 
skinned pagan like Dharmapala; then they 
are dumb. The triumphant peace that 
gathers around a manly life, as in the 
fulness of years it approaches the mysteri- 
ous realm without the aid of priest or 
sacrament, breaks down the stoutest walls 
of sectarian narrowness, throws over the. 
partitions between creed and character.— 
Unity. 


A Valuabie Book on Nervous 
Diseases io any address by the 


FRE REV. E. KONIG, 
18:50 -FORT WAYNE, IND. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


Fruits ard Vegetables. 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 


BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY, 


SPECIALTIES: 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 

anges, Lemons, Cranb-rries, Pineapvles, 
Grapes, Peachez, Pears, Plums, 

. ons, Apples, Berries. 
Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 

* toes, C:lery, Beets. Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squasb, Crab Ap- 
ples, Egg Plant. 


el- 


Special attention paid to filing orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese. and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogue free. Safe Wate 
street, New York. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


Contents—The Fagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. t riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. A Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's “Evidences of 
Christiani:v’” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. Did Jesus tise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Yeurs. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price. Cloth. $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
` 98 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Bav. G. T. Fox. M.A. 
Price.15 cents. Address this offi ca 
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New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 

GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 8 oz. screw dust-proof 
silverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $82. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 

Regular Grade American Watches, 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, ete. 

PRICES, 
7 jeweled 80z. sorew open face silverine case, 84,75 
7 es 8oz. R rat gilve E 5 
7 " - ^  .gold-Mlled" 1000 
Do A M "^ 300 
T i hunting s * M08 
7 
7 
7 


x i 17 00 
4 30 " hunt., Louis xiv. gold-filled 90 00 
*  34kt. solid gold open face case 28 00 

Mkt. i hunting =‘ 85 00 
*"  $1more; 15 jeweled, $2.50 more. 
" adj, 84 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $6 more. 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, eto. 


7 jeweled i "plain or engraved 
eweled in 20 year, plain or engrave $11 50 
qnom B eng'd and scalloped. 1500 


1 
1 


Qe 


qoM 90 14. t. solid gold, -  - 2000 
T. 3 20 “ 14kt. E : heavy, &0 00 
3 t" $1 more. 
15 " 4 more. 
15 " adj. 6 more. 
In fine plush cases per express prepatd. 
CHAINS. 


Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50. $3.50, $4,and $5. — 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- : 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- . 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 


The Freethought Badge and Charms, 

Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full eut diamond, $12. 

Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 

em Small Size Badge.— 
A 10kt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
=@ With genuine chip dia- 
<¥ mond, $6. Withfull cut 
"IUS" genuine diamond, $10. 

Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With . 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15. 

The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 

Repvorp Prick-tist.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50 ; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Ne 


“Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 


funded or goods exchanged. 
I can save you money in anything in 
my line. 


Orders filled same day received.. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, ete. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler 

Rochelle, Illinois. 


Established 1857. 


 JYot for Parsons. 


WHEN meanness has been baptized and 
called religion it is as deadly as the small- 
pox.—fam’s Horn. 


Sunpay-soHool 'TmAOHER: ‘** What is 
faith?” Pupil: '' Faith is believin’ in the 
superintendent’s stories.”— Puch. 


Goop Man: ‘‘ My son, is your father a 
professional man?” Boy: ''Yesr; pros 
fesses conversion at every revival." * 


** IN the last church fair did the young 
ladies take part?” Mr. Slimpurse: ‘* Great 
poate, no; they took all."—OAicago Inter 

cean. 


“ Now I lay me down to sleep, . 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
If this were not a folding-bed 
T'd take all risks myself," she said. 


A tor of popcorn balis hung all over a 
Christmas tree will create more interest in 
a Sunday-school than twenty miracles pos- 
sibly could. —siftinge. 


‘Is your rector high church?” ‘‘ Oh, 
yes.” *''I suppose he calls sin, then, a 
moral obliquity?” ‘‘Higher than that. 
He calls it a psychological eccentricity.” 


** Wa'vg knocked hell out of our church, 
Mr. Jones. How is it with yours?" asked 
an innocent young woman recently of & 
startled deacon.— Kate Field’s Washing- 
ton. 


Mrs. Hicks: ‘‘ Why do they confer on 
some clergymen the title of Doctor of Di- 
vinity?" Hicks: ‘‘ Because they are con- 
i capable of doctoring it, I suppose.” 
— Puck. 


UNorEg Es: ‘When er man smites yo’, 
turn de udder cheek, Ef he’s mean nuff 
ter take Rent of yer Christianity, he 
deserves de bes’ lickin’ yo’ knows how ter 
gib him.” 

CanBrE: '* We are to giv a grand recep- 
tion to our minister on the tenth of next 
month. You know it is an important an- 
niversary.” Olara: ‘* His ordination?” 
Carte. ** No: his conviction of heresy.” 
—Puck. 


Frssr Depostror: ** We've got the presi- 
dent in jail all right; but there's no show 
of our recovering any of the funds, I sup- 
pose?" Second Depositor: **Oh, cheer 
up! We've attache 
fund, you know." — Puck. 


Inguma Boy: ‘*Mamma, don’t the 
little angels hav a good time in heaven?” 
Mamma: ‘‘ Certainly, my child. Why do 
you ask?” Inquiring Boy: ‘‘ Because it 
says here in the prayer-book: * The cheru- 
yim and seraphim continually do ory.’ "— 

ife. 


Unwons RussEguL Saam withdrew a little 
over half a million in gold ‘from the Sub- 
Treasury the other day. Uncle Sage is so 
relivious in the matter of church mort- 
gages that in order to maintain his aver- 
ages he cannot afford to be too patriotic.— 
World. 


Mrs. Onvron WrzmnxzER: ‘Oh, deacon! 
I hear the Board of Trustees has decided 
not to hold a fair this season." Deacon 
Soper (sadly): ‘‘Yes; the police are so 
strict since this Lexow Committee busi- 
ness, that we can’t make any arrangements 
for protection." — Puck. 


Rev. Doocoop (to the penitentiary 


warden): ‘‘ My friend, is the spiritual 
© 
3j | 9 
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Extract 


IS WORTH ITS 


WEIGHT iN GOLD 


Cures Female Complaints, 


Neuralgia, Piles, Sores, 


Bruises and ALL PAIN. 


CHEAP SUBSTITUTES 
DO NOT CURE. 
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welfare of the poor fellows under your 
charge Properly attended to?" Warden: 
: Well, sir, it ought to be, for there are 
eight Sunday-school teachers among 
them.”—Sydney Zruth. 


“ Waars the matter with that mule?” 
asked a man who was standing on the bank 
of the canal. ‘‘ He doesn’t seem to be of 
any account whatever." He's all right,” 
replied the boatman. ‘‘The fault’s with 
me. Ye see, mister, he understands every 
word ye say to him." ‘ He doesn’t pay 
much attention to what you say." '*'Thats 
what shows his intelligence. I’ve jist 
jined church, an’ he thinks I'm 28 
stranger.” — Life. 


Divan: ‘Yo’ done gone see dat clairvoy- 
&nt'bout losin’ yo’ pocket-book?" Sam: 
‘‘ She ain't at dat place no moah. Dat 
clairvoyant ain’t no good nohow.” Dinah: 
'" Why yo’ tink she am no good? She 
done tole Mis’ Brown de mos’ wunnerful 
tings "bout her pas’ life.” Sam: ‘‘Mebbe 
she did; but she’s bin took up for swind- 
lin’ a man out West, an’ she didn’t know 
dey wuz a war'nt out fo’ her till de p’lice- 
man Come.”—Secular Thought. 


Mns. MoGrerupis: ‘‘ An’ fwhat dae ye 
say is the smalest amoont that ye prent a 
donor's name in the Report wi’?” Collector 
for the Canniballoo Islanders’ Missionary 
Fund: ‘‘ Naething lower nor five shallin's, 
mem." Mrs. McGreedie (reluctantly pro- 
ducing a crown): '' Here's the siller. It 
fair ruins me tae gie it ye, but it's for the 
guid Ohreestian cause, ye ken. Noo, ma 
man, 86e that ye dinna make ony mistake, 
and that Mrs. McGreedie, o' Greedie Villa, 
comes out in yer Report. "— Fun. 


In the nature of things, 


BAYS 


i 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


“Tn the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published: in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel Inazrsour’s great 
lecture, printed in a handsome .pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, Whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Inazrson1, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


«HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENB®RG, 
(Servant of ihe Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Oloth. (octavo), 875 pages, special to readers of 

this journal. only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid: 
Bend for descriptiv catalogue of 
works. 
American Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A copy.—Green clot: 
pilt titie, 4u cents; balf bound. 25 cents. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN, Price 2% sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


wedenborg’s 


IL, K, Washburn’s Works, 
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Books by Helen H. Gardener. "certes in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


. to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


By GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D 
` Fourth Editton. 
Part Fc Besgarehes in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 
Part IL—Hesearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
_ chapters. 
"Part Ui—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


[J ptors. 
Part MWe ence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to T TRUTH SEEKER 
OMPANY. 28 Lafavette SER, New York Citv. - 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Oongress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


IS THIS YOUR. SOK, MY LORD? $% 


& Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
i Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 


An Unofficial Patriot, 


A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR. 
The Hterary hit of the season.— Chicago Times. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. E 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 


ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette 01, New York. 


Versus Religion, 


&c) 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Science 


OR, THE 


Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. : 
"E —— 7 Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
A Thoughtless Yes. By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
l CONTENTS: ‘| Price, LO Cents, For sale at this Office. 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
Glab—Under otest—For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link inthe Ohain—The Boler House 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: . 
Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead—An Irre- 
spon.ible Educated Olass—The Moral Re- 
sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
‘Woman as an Annex Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law. 


A NEW EDILION 


ITHE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Early History of Chris ianity: 


Never Before or Elsewhere to Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. 


By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRICE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO , 
28Lafavette vlace. New York. 


$ DO YOU WANT IT 26 


—Lawsuit or Leg- Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
8&0; --Dommon" mission. _ No experience. . New Want Bul giyes 
ense in unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 


- “Surgery. Ead Worctigs Bion Meee 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, FX ENI 
and CRADLE.| is po 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
-the Bible, 
Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ''The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian chutch are thirty-nine poor. j 
proken-down opinions." Price. 10 cents. 

The Foolishness or Frayer. pink of 

minister’s praying God to ki assho ^ 
or trying fo induce. the Deity to undertexe E 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. K 

Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents, 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 

The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


cess, 
Say where you saw thisadver._. Vineland, Nde 
NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASE 
OF N for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this long praotice, which Should 
give confidence to those afilioted. 
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BEHOLD! THERE CAME WISE MEN. 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from 


the east to Jerusalem. — Matt. ii, 1. 


JYews of the Deck. 


Tar League of American Wheelmen met 
at Asbury Park, N. J., this year. 

Seven thousand boys are now learning 
military tactics in the schools of this city. 


REBEL tribes hav entered and looted 
Morocco City, one of the capitals of Mo- 
rocco. 


A Frenca force has been defeated in 
Africa, with a loss in killed of 300 men, 
or half its numbers. 


German and French land owners and 
cattle raisers are agitating for still more 
restrictiv measures against American prod- 
ucts. 


Senator Marr W. Ransom, of North 
Carolina, goes to Mexico as United States 
minister, in place of Isaac Pusey Gray, 
deceased. 


By a gas explosion in the mine at West 
Bear Ridge, Mahonoy Plane, Pa.,on Feb. 
18, five persons were killed, and a large 
number ivjared, several fatally. 


In Oregon Senator Dolph is beaten for 
reélection, George W. McBride having 
been selected on Feb. 23, fifteen minutes 
before the legislature adjourned. 


Tux House refuses to concur with the 
Senate in the appropriation of $500,000 for 
the preliminary work of laying a cable be- 
tween the United States and Hawaii. 


Lzzur. Fremont P. Pzcx, of the United 
States Army was killed at the Sandy Hook 
proving grounds on Feb. 19 by the explo- 
sion of à Hotchkiss gun which he was fir- 
ing. 

Ir now seems probable that another in- 
ternational monetary conference will soon 
be held. There is renewed interest in the 
subject abroad, especially in France and 


Germany. 


Sır Henry Brovenam Locs, governor 
of Cape Colony, South Africa, has been 
recalled because be was distasteful to 
Premier Cecil Rhodes, the conqueror and 
despoiler of Matabeland. 


ArnBEBTFBEDEBICE RUDOLPH DOMINIQUE, 
Archduke of Austria, died in Arco, South 
Tyrol,on Feb.18. He wasin his seventy- 
ninth year. His ancestry was distin- 
guished, and he himseif famous both in 
war and literature. 


Tax new Excise Board appointed b 
Mayor Strong is composed of Oharles H. 
Woodman, independent Republican; Ju- 
lius Harburger, Independent County Or- 
ganization Democrat, and Joseph Murray, 
straight Republican. : 


Bısnor FaAnrows of the Reformed Epis- 
eopal church, has opened in Chicago a 
** place," called “The People's Institute 
Saloon," which is intended to furnish all 
the attractions of the saloon without the 


alcoholic accompaniment. 


Japan is mobilizing another army at 
Hiroghima, supposed to be for an expedi- 
tion against the Island of Formosa. The 
Diet voted authority for an additional loan 
of 100,000,000 yen ($100, 000,000) asked for 


by the government. It has also approved 
a Corean loan of 3,000,000 yen. 


AuGUSTE VACQUERIE, one of the founders 
and editor-in-chief of the Rappel, died in 
Paris on Feb.19. If was in his hands that 
Victor Hugo left his unpublished works, 
amounting to 400,000 manuscript pages. 
He was the author of several works. 


Governox Morrox has named as the 
members of the new Appellate division of 
the Supreme Court of this state George C. 
Barrett, C. H. Van Brunt. Edward Patter- 
son, Charles J. Dwight, George L. Ingra- 
ham, Morgan J. O’Brien, Pardon C. 
Williams. ` 

A cane of firebugs has been unearthed 
in this city, and some hav already been 
sent to prison while others are on trial. It 
is established that there was an extensiv 
conspiracy, and that the incendiaries hav 
set a great number of fires and imperilled 
thousands of lives. 


TURKEY, hitherto indifferent to quaran- 
tine precautions against cholera, is now 
adopting very rigorous measures, and the 
suspicion is aroused that this is to cover 
more sggressiv movements against the 
Armenians as well as prevent investigation 
of alleged outrages, 


Poxick Junar Grapy holds that a man 
may play billiards in his own house or else- 
where in private if he does not oftend 
against the Sunday law by making a dis- 
turbance. Were the men who were ar- 
rested for selling collar and ear-muffs in 
their own stores waking disturbance? 


THERE are still a number of vessels long 
overdue at our ports, including four Phila- 
delphia schooners. The loss of life has 
been phenomenally large this season, the 
greatest, so say shipping men, of any cor- 
responding period within the recollection 
of the oldest of those in a position to 
know. 


THE first work has been done on what, 
when completed, will be the longest trolley 
line in the world, a road connecting New 
York and Philadelphia. As it will run for 
much of the way through an agricultural 
district, the company is having built a 
large number of combination cars to carry 
the products of the farms to the markets. 


Many of the ships that come into this 
port, and of those that enter British ports 
after crossing the Atlantic, hav on board 
the crews of schooners, fishing smacks, 
and other small craft that were wrecked 
or partially disabled by the recent great 
storm, and which were supposed to be lost. 
Many of the rescued men hav suffered ter- 
ribly. 


Monzz than 5,000 additional city employ- 
ees are to be placed under civil service 
rules, the Civil Service Commission having 
decided to adopt the main features of the 
Massachusetts system. The Commission 
is now constituted as follows: Everett P. 
Wheeler, E. L. Godkin, E. Randolph 
Robinson, Cyrus W. Robinson, and W. 
Bayard Cutting. 


Ex-QurzzN LuniUORALANI was found 
guilty of complicity in the recent uprising 
in Hawaii and senteneed to five years im- 
prisonment and to pay a fine of $5,000. 


| The Hawaiian government is determined 
to inflict capital punishment on several of 
the conspirators, regardless of protests 
from foreign governments, including that 
of the United States. 


Ar the opening of the Wayne county 
circuit court and the court of Oyer and 
Terminer at Lyons, New York, Judge 
Adams instructed the grand jury to indict 
all persons in the county who allowed 
nickel-in-the-slot machines to be operated 
on their premises, and also all church 
members and others who conducted for 
any purpose lotteries and drawings at 
church fairs, 


FREDERICK DoUGLASS, freedman, polisi- 
cian, orator, and diplomat, died of heart 
disease at his home in Anacostia, a suburb 
of Washington, at 7 o’clock on Feb. 20. 
He had attended the National Council of 
Women during the day and seemed to be 
in his usual good health. Mr. Douglass 
was born at Tuckahoe, near Easton, Tal- 
bot County, Md., in Feb., 1817. His 
mother was a negro slave and his father a 
white man. He escaped from slavery on 
Sept. 3, 1838. His lectures and books hav 
made him a fortune of $250,000 to $300,- 
000. He wasa Freethinker, although the 
church is now claiming him, as usual. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


She Bible of Nature: A QContributior 
,lo the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. | . 
‘he Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the Jignificanc: 
ofits Rise and Decline. Cloth. &1. 
Physieal Education ; or, The Health-Law» 
of Nature, Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalen 
„ Disorders of the Human Orgamsm. Cloth, $ 
zoological Sketches: A Contribution t. 
the Outdoor study of Natura! History. Illu: 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth, 82. 
Adron THE ThOTH SEEKER, 


COLUMBIAS FOR 1895. 


A Highly Artistic Catalogue Sets Forth 
the Merits of these Famous 
Bicycles. 

Noted artists occasionally condescend to 
lend their aid to make & trade catalogue 
beautiful, and this has evidently been the 
case with the new handbook of Columbia 
bicycles, just issued. From the rich and 
striking cover to the last of the dainty 
sketches that adorn the broad margins, 
the tell-tale marks that show the hand of 
well-known contributors to Life, Vogue, 
and the leading magazines are everywhere 
apparent. The idea skillfully carried out 
in the illustrations is that of sport and 
travel. The book will long be preserved 
as one of the handsomest art works of the 
year. It is as little like the ordinary 
trade catalogue as well can be, and yet it 
cleverly tells of the merits of Oolumbis 
bicycles for 1895, and algo of lower-priced 
machines, Hartfords. No lover of bicy- 
cling or of beautiful books should neglect 
sending for the Columbia Oatalogue. It 
ean be had by calling upon Columbia 
agents, or it wil be sent by mail for two 
2-cent stamps. Address Publishing Dept., 
Pope Mfg. Oo., Hartford, Conn. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issuus or 1891,—$8. 


Price 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1881..... ......., EOD $0 25 
en, BL is and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ener,.......ese- EEPE cess 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 
trated......... conan ease nisee se aes talent 2 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- ub 
nett....... MEMMIUS CAM 
Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck.. 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire....... 10 
TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 4C 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Re 
son. Robert C. Adams..... Vewsedéde.uxu SD 
Btrike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- " 
DAN. ...iesesosueaeo eure MNT AS 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. 'T. E. Longshore................ 50 
IssuES or 1893.— $8. 
Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote............- 2b 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Hlustra- i 

1:1» PPP $asstsasosse stove . 

Was Obrist Orncified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
pit, Pew, anù Oradle. Helen H. Gar- i 

ONE E NM vs ; 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk. 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire 25 

hy Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- Pa 
Gock,..... eese SueissewvsasrosEess eg 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
.. .By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Bix pocas on Astronomy. Richard A. is 
roctor 
Oandle From Under the Bush a 
The Holy Bible Abridged 80 
e 
Remsbnrg............... esee jiscqud unen 
Issuzms or 1898.— $3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 

. Ingersoll.................... Sae-ess.ei. — 1D 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Har 58 

BOW aid cadencdevsdtadedcgesscascececess 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

. E. Billings ..... 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.. 40 
Handbook of Freethough ell...... 50 

ligion a Ourse; Religion & Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8.P.Putnam............ 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE UTE SEEKER 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John E. Remsbnr; 50 
Pen Pictures of The 
trated. 8. P. Putnam. 25 
Oommon Sense. Thomas Paine............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
LL.B 50 
10 
25 
10 
H. Wixon...... RM Rica REM E e. — 10 
Issues or 1894.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Reli-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W. H.Burr 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 

rom Taxation? Reasons Why It Should i 

Ob... cec ee ee scene hehehe ce 1 
Congress and Sunday Laws .............-... 5 
The Better World. A dip into the future 

of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- à 

Wick... e lvl END maa 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 10 
Religion and the Bible. An old subject in 

the light of modern thought. F.D. 

Cummings rare EPES Sainer eats eius £0 
ATale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

ustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fan, and Sarcasm. M 

. Q. Reed...........:. eer eceaehe tret 
Remodeling the Government. With He- 

marks on thé Bible and Liquor Busi- 
ness. the Christ Principle, etc. W. L. 
Per" 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will] be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $88 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
26 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcs J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Ex osition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regara:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

." Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
Out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. .Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy... . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 


thy God? 
trated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Trusirs Address," THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ARE YOU DEAF? 


Don’t You Want to Hear? 
TE AURAPHONE will help you if you do. it 


; is a recent scientifi' inven” 

ion which will restore the hearing of any one 
po born deaf. when in the ear itis invisible, 
an, does not cause the slightest discomfort. It 
is to the ear what glasses are to the eye, an ear 


spectacle. Inclose a atamp for particulara. Oan 
be tested free of charge at 
The Auraphone Co’s Offices: 


716 Metropolitan B’ld’g, Madison Sa, New York 
6t8 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 


A HOW THE BABE GREW UNDE 


im 


i 


: D l t 
l i | 


La 


1 


Y \\ 
Wh 


7 as ERES 5f feces (Cs, quu "d Y , Mi 
See MI AHR ty aV X 


= / Ui 
p p^ 
MUR = SR 4 
à = "74 “i x A 


T 


e. 


= AN 
$59. THE Toy. 
K LOTMERLy" = 


BROW 
ITH HER CENT 


"USE THE BABE ` 


- LLa 


cme. 
See 
=< 
m 
Ni = 


THE “MOTHERLY” AFFECTION OF POPERY FOR AMERICA. 
8 first feeble cries, the church took it to her bosom and motherly embrace.—Leo XLI. 


When Am: rica was as yet a new-born babe, uttering in its cradle it’ 


2" CLIMAX WATCH &CHAIN $2” 


FAAN / STEM WIND AND STEM SET. 
CA / Solid Cilt or Nickel. 

( Plain or Beautifully Engraved Cases. 
THE CHEAPEST STEM WIND WATCH EVER SOLD! 


Every WATCH Tested, Timed and Regulated. - Each WATCH Guaranteed for One Year. 


| Last year we sold over 300,000 of our Watches. Each one is doing its duty and keeping time, oV 

| as good as a $10 watch. We guarantee each one for one year and they will keep time to a second per | 

week. Our Watches are not the cheap kind that are made abroad, but made by American workmen 

for Americans. OD 
It is Lever movement, quick train, 

size, and has dust cap over movement. 


Lanteer pinion, Stem Wind and Stem Set, No. 18 Gentlemen’s OC 
Has Roman er Arabic dial. BACK VIEW, FANCY CASE. 
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FRONT VIEW, PLAIN CASE. 


WHAT OTHERS SAY! 


GET ONE, AND IF IT DOES NOT KEEP GOOD 
PavroNo, ARIZ. pma 
AND GET YOUR MONEY BACK. 


Drar Sms: The watch so far keeps good time. This one 
has sold three others for you. 


"TIME RETURN IT 


Movement. 


Respectfully, W. B. MoCuzary. | : 
; HarrtroRD, Conn. We make in Solid Gilt or Nickel, Plain or Fancy Case, and equal in 
Gents: The watch I received from you givs admirable time and com- appearance to a $10 watch. We give a neat chain with each Watch. -Sam- 
pares with one costing $50. Yours truly, ple by mail, postpaid, $2; three for $5. Catalogue and Circulars free. 
Tags Masses . Address as follows: —— 


GenrismzNn: Received watch all right. Am corsa is prm ; n. H, INGERSOLL & BRO., pene 
time V er n us e had a $25 watch. beside it, and it keeps perfect 
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For $6.50 we will send Tuz Terors SEEKER one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
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race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought i is in itself, how manifold are 
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HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most gadvance. Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church 
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‘The Work and Designs of the Theocrats. 


The New England convention of the National 
Reform Association was in session in Boston on 
February 19th and 20th. It was held, as stated in 
the call, because, among other things, of 

‘The subtle and persevering attempts which are made 
to prohibit the reading of the Bible in our public schools, 
to overthrow our Sabbath laws, to corrupt the family, to 
abolish the oath, prayer in our national and state legisla- 
tures, days of fasting and thanksgiving, and other Chris- 
tian features of our institutions, and thus to divorce the 
American government from all connection with the Chris- 
tian religion.” 

By the phrase “ to corrupt the family” is meant 
the regulation of marriage and divorce by the civil 
power, entirely independent of ecclesiastical regu- 
. lations, as such. Ominous of disaster to civiliza- 
tion if the theocrats should triumph, were these 
subjects, among Others, discussed by the conven 
tion: “The Necessity of Union among Denomina- 
tions for Certain Phases of Christian and Reform 
Work"; “ How to Influence Legislation in these Re- 
form Movements”; “A Uniform National Divorce 
Law"; * The Right and Duty of the Government to 
Teach the Foundation Principles of the Christian 
Religion in the Publie Schools "; «Shall the Gov- 
ernment of this Nation Recognize Christ as King?” 

On February 25th and 26th the annual conven- 
tion of the Cumberland Valley Sabbath Association 
was held at Newville, Pa. Rev. W. J. Robinson 
talked about “The Great Conspiracy against the 
Sabbath in this Country,” but he said nothing in 
criticism of the great conspiracy against human 


liberty and social justice in which he is an indus- 


trious schemer. Rev. J. W. Bain asked the ques- 
tion, “ What day of the week was, and is, the Chris- 
tian Sabbath?” It was easy to answer that Sun- 
day is that day, for the Christian Catholic church 
ordained that the first should take the place of the 
seventh day of the week, but if Mr. Bain had asked 
which was the Bible Sabbath he would hav been com- 
pelled to admit that it was Saturday. Rev. Mr. 
Leiper discussed * The Civil Sabbath,” a pure fic- 
tion, and other preachers talked about “Sabbath 
desecration,” “ The Sabbath Law for the Foreigner,” 
who is the terror of the Sundayite, and related 
aspects of the question. 

At the New Castle theocratic convention Rev. H. 
H. George delivered an address on “ The Duties of 


pendent authority of the church." . 


the Church to the State.” The title is a wholly 
misleading one, for the address deals exclusivly 
with the alleged duties of the state to the church. 
But this contradiction, flat and unqualified as it is, 
is not more irreconcilable than that between Mr. 
George’s first proposition and all the others. The 
first reads as follows: 


“T, It is the duty of the state to recoguize the inde- 


address with the significant assertion that “ the 
United States mail service is a direct assault by the 
state upon the church.” Again “the poor laborer ” 
is forgotten. 

From the argument under VI. we learn that the 
state can maintain a “true standard of morals” 
only by keeping the Bible in the common schools, 
for “ as the only true religion is Christianity, which 
the state is bound to profess, so the only true stand- 
ard of morals is the Bible, which the state is bound 
to teach.” What would become of liberty and 
equity in a country ruled by men capable of writing 
such wild absurdities as these? Under VII. it is 
gravely stated that the magistrate is armed with 
the sword, and “it has no more sacred use in his 
hands than the defense of the church of Christ.” 
When individuals are sacrificed to institutions, their 
instruments, it is time that the institutions were 
destroyed or remodeled. Mr. George wants the 
Christian nations of the world to wipe out the 
Turkish power, not because the latter has murdered 
helpless people, but because the people it has killed 
were Christians. In his own words, he wants the 
church protected, not the people. _ As to the other 
demands he has made, they are so glaringly ecclesi- 
astical on their face that no exegesis is necessary. 
All Freethinkers and other Americans who love 
freedom for themselvs and desire that equal justice 
be the heritage of their children, regardless of be- 
lief, wil! not fail to work early and late to defeat 
the machinations of these enemies of the secular 
civil republic. With them in undisputed possession 
of power in the nations of the world, the midnight 
of the Dark Ages would settle once more upon the 
earth. 


Upon What Trash They Are Fed! 


We wonder sometimes if the rank and file of the 
Christian army are as stupid as their leaders assume 
them to be. The refuse that is doled out to them 
for intellectual rations is so trashy and indigestible 
that it is a wonder that they hav not all died of in- 
nutrition of the brain. We find in a country paper 
printed in Indiana a pretty little story about Colo- 
nel Ingersoll and Schuyler Colfax which must make 
the Sunday-school children marvel at the silliness 
of the great Agnostic, so skillfully is the yarn made 
to tell against the supposition that he has ordinary 
common sense. It is seriously stated that, “a few 
years before the death of Colfax, the two men met 
on a train in Illinois,” when, “according to an ex- 
change,” a conversation took place, the substance 
of which is given below: Colonel Ingersoll said to 
the Indiana statesman: “Colfax, in ten years no- 
body will believe the infamous religious doctrins 
you believe now.” Think of a sane Freethinker, & 
man of wide and keen observation, making such an 
assertion as is here put into the mouth of the Ag- 
nostic! Colonel Ingersoll would be one of the last 
men to cherish the delusiv hope that in ten years 
or fifty or one hundred years there would be left 
no believers in the superstitions of Christianity. 
He realizes that progress is a matter of growth, not 
the result of a cataclysm. No man who knew any- 
thing about Liberalism would hav invented such a 
story. How ignorant the prevaricator was the rest 
of the tale will reveal in a still more glaring light. 
Colfax is reported to hav made this ridiculous 
speech : 

“I do not wish to debate with you on a train, but I will 
make one remark and ask you one question. I suppose 
that when you call my creed infamous that is Freethought, 
but if I should call your dootrins infamous, that would 
be bigotry. Here is à mother caressing the golden ring- 
lete of her babe; her face radiant with divine mother love. 
The infant is smitten by the untimely frost of death, and 
the mother’s heartis broken. As she sees the little coffin 


Under this head Mr. George maintains that the 
union of church and state “is the violation of the 
law of relationship which God has established.” 
“These two institutions,” he continues, “ are radi- 
cally distinct in their spheres, and each absolutely 
independent of the other.” Illustrating his argu- 
ment, he says: 

**'The Pope of Rome has no civil supremacy, and the 
sovereign of England has no ecclesiastical headship. All 


such claims are usurpations, and, God helping us, they 
shall never obtain s foothold in the United States,” 


To one not familiar with the sinuosities of theo- 
cratic argumentation and propagandism that un- 
doubtedly has a very satisfactory sound, but to the 
practiced ear of the Freethought sentinel it rings 
hollow with deceit and contemplated treachery. 
How misleading it is will be seen upon reading the 
remainder of the Rev. Mr. George’s propositions : 

** IT, The state is to be subservient to the church. 

“III. The state should profess the true Obristian re- 
ligion. 

**TV. The state should require scriptural qualifications 
in her rulers. ; : : 

** V, The state should restrain practices that are inju- 
rious to religion, 

** VI. The state should maintain a true standard of 
morals. 

“VII. The state should protect the church. 

** VITI. The state should support the church by timely 
gifts." 

And yet Mr. George has the sublime audacity to 
assert that he and his party stand for the separa- 
tion of church and state! But let us glance briefly 
at some of these propositions: Evidently Mr. 
George had a suspicion that “subservient” would 
grate harshly on the ears of the people who hav 
been taught from childhood that the state should 
be independent of the church, and so he added 
—“ Not subject; not even subordinate, but sub- 
servient." This is mere hair-splitting. Of “sub- 
servient" Webster says: “Fitted or disposed to 
subserve; useful in an inferior capacity, serving to 
promote some end; subordinate.” The italics are 
ours. Comments would be superfluous. 

Under V we are told that the practices which 
should be suppressed because they are injurious to 
religion include “blasphemy, idolatry, and Sabbath 
desecration.” This implies that if the theocrats 
could hav their way we should be ground down 
under not only Sabbath laws but a new set of blas- 
phemy statutes. Dr. Schaff is quoted as saying 
that the republic rests on three pillars, ** The church 
of God, the book of .God, and the day of God.” The 
conclusion is drawn that “the state is bound by 
the law of self-preservation to see that the church 
of God is protected in the undisturbed use of the 
day of God.” This shows again of how little worth 
is the pretense of the Sabbatarians that they want 
Sunday set apart as a day of rest for the people. 
Here it is distinctly admitted that they want a mo- 
nopoly of it for the benefit of the * church of God.” 
More than this: If the state is. bound to protect the 
“day of God” from the desecration of work and 
recreation, is it not logically and equally bound to 
protect the * book of God " from the desecration of 
criticism ? Of course, and that is why “blasphemy ” 
is one of the “practices that are injurious to relig- 
ion” which the state is under obligation to sup- 
press. Mr. George concludes this section of his 
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lowered in the grave the only hope and comfort she has | 


is the thought that she will some day meet the baby in 
heaven. You are trying to take away that hope and 
comfort. What are you going to giv her in return?” 


How like a minister that sounds! And what an- 
gwer do you suppose Ingersoll made to the foolish 
stuff? Why, he “was pale and quiet for a moment, 
and then throwing himself back in his seat said: 
‘Colfax, let us talk polities.’ " If the preacher who 
got up this *Infidel-killer" had undertaken deliber- 
ately to stamp his production with the ineffaceable 
brand of falsehood he could not hav done so more 
effectually than he has in his appalling stupidity. 
Did he not hav sense enough to see that the first 
thought to shape itself in the mind of a Freethinker 
asked such a nonsensical question would be, ** What 
comfort can the mother who believes in hell derive 
from her faith when her ‘ unsaved’ child lies before 
ber in death?” and that is what Colonel Ingersoll 
would hav asked Schuyler Colfax had the latter so 
far parted with his reasoning faculties as to pro- 
pound the inane conundrum attributed to him by 
the pious romancer. As Dr. Albert Barnes, the 
great divine, said, when contemplating the problem 
of evil and the eternal death of the finally impeni- 
tent, “All is dark, dark, and there is no ray of light 
to reveal why evil came into the world.” Millions 
of thoughtful and tender-hearted Christians hav 
echoed this cry of despair, and yet here is a story 
going the rounds of the press, telling how Colonel 
Ingersoll was dumfounded when confronted with 
one of the most trite, threadbare, and jejune of the 
stock “posers” of the Christian apologist. It is 
wonderful how men who claim to be the only di- 
vinely commissioned teachers of morality can persist 
in the coinage and circulation of slanders and pre- 
posterous stories which they know can obtain cre- 
dence only among the most superstitious and 
ignorant portion of the people. 

In the same Indiana paper there is an article, evi- 
dently contributed by the local clergyman, in praise 
of the revival meeting then in progress in the vil- 
lage. The writer says that a revivalis a blessing 
to any place, because religion in a man makes him 
a better citizen. There must be some mistake about 
this, for the experience of the world goes to show 
that the more nearly a man is filled with the spirit 
` of god the more trouble he is to his neighbors,and the 
more likely he is to disturb the peace of the world. 
At least, that appears to be the effect of that kind 
of religion known as the Christian. Often the milk 
of human kindness in a man is turned to acid when 
he becomes tainted with the poison of religious 
zeal. Again, he may treat you all right until he 
learns that you do not sacrifice at the same altar 
with him, and then he turns on you like a beast of 
prey and rends you with tooth and claw. We will 
take our chances with the “man of the world” 
every time, in preference to the devout Christian 
who believes that his god is going to burn us for- 
ever in hell because we cannot agree with him con- 
cerning the trinity and the personality of the devil. 
The man who thinks that his god is this kind of an 
unreasoning and unmerciful tyrant is very apt to 
want to curry favor with him by giving us a taste 
in this world of the punishment he expects to hav 
the pleasure of seeing us suffer in the next. 

Enumerating the things that the Christian will 
not do, this writer says that he will not profane the 
day of the Lord. Does he really believe that the 
day it is performed on makes any difference in the 
essential nature of an act? And if he does not 
think it right to work or enjoy himself on “the day 
of the Lord” why does he not keep Saturday? 
That is the only Sabbath for which he has Bible 
sanction, while Sunday is so far from being the 
“Lord’s day” that it is the day of the Catholic 
church. He isa Protestant, and consequently re. 
pudiates the authority of that “ scarlet woman”; 
why, then, does he take his holy day from her? 
Drunkenness, buying and selling liquors, and drink- 
ing them, are some others of the offenses of which 
the Christian will not be guilty. But your Bible 
does not justify you in taking this stand; some of 
the old worthies, who were especial favorits of its 
author, were in the habit of getting drunk, and 
there are in it ten passages which excuse, commend, 
or command the use of intoxicants, to each one 


which condemns their use. 
or selling slaves, are also, if this writer is to be be- 
lieved, unchristian acts. But the Bible does not 
condemn slavery; Paul returned a fugitiv slave to 
his master, and Christian nations hav, until very 
recently, been slaveholding nations. In our own 
country the churches were the last to get into line 
for freedom, and to-day, in the South, the churches 
will not fellowship brother Christians wao were 
lately slaves, thus showing that Christianity does 
not place its accepters in the front ranks of 
progress, does not, in fact, raise them above the 
level of popular prejudice and injustice. “Fight- 
ing, quarreling, brawling, brother going to law with 
brother, returning evil for evil.” But Christians 
are past masters in all these accomplishments; they 
are, par excellence, the fighting nations of the 
globe; as Colonel Ingersoll has said, in substance, 
the Christian nations of Europe keep constantly 
five million men under arms for the purpose of 
blowing Christian brains into eternal froth. Chris- 
tians are the leaders in all “jingo” crusades against 
the weak tribes and nations of the “heathen” 
world; in England it has happened time and again 
that the voices of Freethinkers were heard almost 
alone in protest against some peculiarly atrocious 
act of spoliation and slaughter committed or con- 
templated by the government of that country; the 
missionaries and the “sons of the missionaries” 
can generally be counted on to “ery aloud and 
spare not” when the quarry is the “ savage,” espe- 
cially if he has rich lands and many cattle. The 
religious man not only returns evil for evil, but he 
is much given to returning evil for good, as the 
terrible history of Christian persecution abundantly 
proves. 

“ Doing not to others as we would not hav them do 
unto us.” All unprejudiced, observing people know 
that thisis a rule which the ardent religionist honors 
in the breach rather than in the observance. Would 
he wish others to imprison, exile, torture, behead, 
hang, and burn him and his as he has imprisoned, 
exiled, tortured, beheaded, hung, and burned mill- 
ions who differed from him in opinion concerning 
unprovable dogmas and disputed ethical codes? 
Would he like to be compelled to pay taxes on 
the property of associations in whose objects he 
did not believe? Would he wish to be forced to 
observe a holy day which he did not accept? Where 
has the representativ Christian abstained from 
doing to others what he would not hav others do 
unto him, when those others hav been of diverse 
creed or alien race? 

** Religion stands for all that is high and noble, good 
and pure, and is the guide of the gentle and patient. A 
man who believes there is a God and that there will be a 
time of reckoning in the world to come, when man shall be 
punished and rewarded according to his deeds here on 
earth, will not be as likely to shed the life blood of his 
fellow man, as the man who says within his heart there 
is no God, neither everlasting punishment in the world 
to come.” 

The reverse of this is much nearer the truth—as 
a rule it is true that the more implicit the faith of 
the man or nation in the dogma of eternal ven- 
geance the more cruel, remorseless, and bloodthirsty 
that man or nation. Cruel deities imply cruel 
devotees; the man who believes that his god will 
torture his enemies forever will be very apt to be- 
gin the work for him in this world, especially if the 
enemies of his god happen to be also the enemies 
of the worshiper. This givs a splendid opportunity 
to gratify the spirit of revenge and credit the crime 
to piety, thus augmenting his heavenly bank ac- 
count while getting troublesome people out of his 
way in this world. On the other hand, the lover of 
his kind who is at the same time an accepter of this 
awful creed, is moved to become a persecutor be- 
cause he reasons, and reasons logically from his 
premis, that it is better that a few should die under 
brief torture here than that they should liv to 
spread their heresies, and thus send to hell, to 
suffer eternal torture, multitudes of their fellows, 
among them, perhaps, some near and dear to the 
inquisitor himself. No, belief in eternal punish- 
ment has sharpened infinitly more murderous 
knives than it has dulled or broken. 
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The Letter-Writing Corps. 

The Freethought Latter-Writing Corps will this 
week try to secure a hearing in the Republican, of 
Montezuma, Iowa. Recently the editor declared 
that the liberty that Ingersoll “takes to criticise 
the book of books is granted him by the same 
Christianity that he abhors so much”; and follow- 
ing this stupendous assertion come others equally 
astounding : 

** The principles he represents never accomplished any- 
thing for humanity. His votaries never built a hospital, 
erected a college, nor founded an asylum for the unfort- 
unate. No spires point to the skies as monuments to the 
doctrin promulgated. Infidelity can point to no civiliza- 
tion as the outgrowth of its teaching. It profasses to 
hate the Christian religion and can find all manner of 
discrepancies in it, but it has nothing to offer in its stead. 
It proposes nothing to better the condition of humanity. 
Without a hop» and without a faith it appeals to none of 
the tender sensibilities of the human heart. The Bible 
he professes to hate has survived the denunciation of 
kings and potentates and never was more popular than 
now.” ; 

* Bruno " replied in a fair and able article of some 
more than a column, which the editor printed in a 
good position, and to which he made an attempt to 
reply. The editor's statement that Infidelity had 
never founded a college was answered by “Bruno” 
with the citation of Liek's and Girard’s contribu- 
tions to science and education, notably the former's 
gift for the construction of the Mt. Hamilton ob- 
servatory, and he incidentally remarked that this 
was a bequest for the promulgation of science. 
Probably the editor had never heard of Lick or his 
work, for he speaks of the observatory ag “ Lick 
University,” and avers that “Bruno” “upsets his 
argument completely when he says that this insti- 
tution was endowed for the promulgation of science 
and in no way to further the advancement of Infidel 
belief.” How complete an evasion this is of the 
issue made by the editor himself the members of 
the Corps will see by reference to the foregoing 
quotation from his initial article. For the secular 
position regarding education see Tar Truru SEEKER 
for Feb. 16, 1895, page 107. Passing over many 
wild assertions of the Republican, we quote the 
concluding paragraph as furnishing a particularly 
good text for your letters : 

**Ingersoll's tirade is devoted very largely to Moses. 
Ingersoll is a good lawyer, but Moses knew more law in 
a minute than he ever knew and gave to the world a code 
that has stood the test of time and has met the universal 
approval of the good people of all ages. We refer to the 
Ten Commandments—that standard of moral ethics that 
became the basis of the laws of the civilized world." 

If Moses gave the Ten Commandments to the 
world what becomes of the alleged authorship of 
God? Why praise Moses for the laws written by 
the finger of God, as the Christian assumes? The 
Commandments are not the basis for the laws of 
the civilized world, for no civilized nation would to- 
day venture to enforce more than half of them, 
Where is the evidence that Moses wrote the Penta- 
teuch, or, rather, the Hexateuch? And, finally, all 
ethical codes are the product of human experience, 
and the main moral commands incorporated in the 
Ten Commandments were old before the Bible, or 
any part of it, was written. These are some of the 
best points to make in your communications, but, 
of course, you are not restricted to them. The edi- 
tor’s name is J. W. Jarnagin. 

Se ge 

A bad law may slumoer in “innocuous desue- 
tude” for years, but it is always capable of harm, 
and is never “dead ” untilit is repealed. In Louis. 
ville on Feb. 14, H. Stratmann was arraigned before 
Judge Thompson for violation of the Sabbath law. 
There were two charges against him, one for “ being 
found at his calling on the Sabbath day,” and the 
other for “keeping open bar on the Sabbath day.” 
The prosecuting attorney was aided by another 
lawyer, but Mr. Stratmann did not employ counsel, 
and he declined to cross-examin the prosecuting 
witness; in fact, he admitted the truth of both 
charges. Told that he could hav a jury, he waived 
the right, saying that he could trust the judge to 
giv him justice. The witness for the state was a 
theological student in the Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary. He testified that he had seen the 

defendant sell various articles in his store on Sun- 


day, including liquor, the bar being in the rear end 
of the grocery. Mr. Stratmaiin testified in his own 
behalf that he had been in this country nine years 
and had always sold on Sunday, the same as on 
other days; he did not know there was any law 
against it. ‘ Yes,” he said, «I hav sold liquors on 
Sunday. Every barroom sells on Sunday; my 
. Beighbors and all sell on Sunday. Could I move to 
&üothet place and sell on Sunday?” The judge in- 
formed him that the law applied to all parts of 
Louisville, but the police did not enforce it. As 
the law exempts seventh-day observers, he was 
asked if he kept any other day as a Sabbath. « No," 
. he answered, “I keep the Sabbath. I go to church 
&very Sunday; I never miss” He was fined five 
dollars on the first charge and ten dollars on the 
second. Here is a law so feebly enforced that a 
man has violated it every Sunday for nine years and 
did not know that such a statute was in existence. 
Now he is brought up and robbed of his earnings 
at the instigation of a divinity student. And he is 
a Christian, but, as it happens, a Ohristian who 
minds his own business instead of that of his 
neighbors. The Courier-Journal says that several 
preachers and church people were present, “ all of 
whom seemed pleased at the result.” No doubt; 
that is what delights the heart of the priest he glories 
in the persecution of the dissenter. The lesson of 
such trials and verdicts was stated in the beginning 
of this paragraph—a bad law can be effectually dis- 
posed of only by abrogation. One thought as to 
another lesson: We hear nowadays a great deal of 
thoughtless talk about the increase of crime, as 
measured by the progressiv numbers of * criminals.” 
All such statistics are worthless unless we are given 
the items. In the report of proceedings in the City 
Ordinance Court of Louisville for the day when Mr. 
Stratmann was convicted we find that there were 
eight cases before Judge Thompson. Two of these 
we hav detailed; two men were branded as “ un- 
licensed dealers,” another was guilty of keeping an 
“ unlicensed hearse,” and still another of driving an 
“ unlicensed wagon.” Here are six misdemeanors 
out of eight in one day in one court which are 
purely fictitious or manufactured offenses, and yet 
they all count in the grand total of “ convictions.” 
What are such figures worth as an index to the 
moral status of the people? Nothing. 


M nc ge eee ene Ee 

The New York Herald, referring to Pope Leo’s 
encyclical, says of his “life-long desire” to see the 
world “brought into one fold and under one shep- 
herd,” that it is “a Utopian dream, perhaps, but 
one worth the dreaming.” Pray all the gods that 
it may never be more than a dream! The world 
has seen enough of the “one fold and one shep- 
herd,” business. If the reunion of Ohristendom 
were-consummated to-day the knell of civilization 
would sound to-morrow. The Herald adds that 
the encyclical is ‘especially interesting as reflecting 
the ‘kindly spirit of the venerable ruler of the 
church and his touching anxiety to see the world 
come to rest under the shelter of the one saving 
church.” ‘The one saving church”! We under- 
stand that the religious stuff that appears in the 
editorial columns of the Herald is written by a 
Protestant minister, the Rev. Mr. Hepworth. Has 
he forgotten that Protestantism was the revolt of 
the victims of the intolerable oppression of the 
“one saving church”? What are his grounds for 
hope that any church, be it Oatholic, or Presbyte- 
rian, or Methodist, if given undivided power, would 
not reduce the world again to the pitiable plight it 
was in for centuries before the Reformation or 
that Scotland was in when Presbyterianism held 
the reins of authority, or England when under the 
heel of the Episcopal hierarchy? Are freedom- 
loving men mad that they should desire the reali- 
zation of the dream of the Universal Church? Are 
the lessons of history—written in human blood 
with a pen of flame—utterly without meaning to 
them? 


In Michigan, State Senator MacLaughlin has in- 
troduced a bill intended to close up about every. 
thing on Sunday. The chances seem to be in favor 
of its passage. Will our friends in that state send 
us at once the fullest and must accurate information 
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éoncerhing it which is attainable? We want a copy 
of the bill and desire to know how far it has pro- 
gressed through committees and toward third read- 
ing. In Detroit a strong effort is being made to 
shut everything but the churches on Sunday. The 
Sunday*battle is on everywhere and we must fight 
for our citizen rights or lose the last of them that 
the church wants to ravish. 


Perhaps some of our readers hav not called the 
attention of their friends to the fact that we make 
several attractiv premium offers to both new and 
old subscribers, the most conspicuous of which is 
the proposition to send Putnam’s splendid work, 


'* Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” which sells 


for $5, and Tux Truru Szexer for one year for the 
sum of only $6 50. Send us four yearly subscribers 
at regular rates ($3 per year, $12 in all) and we 
will send you free a copy of * Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” Zhat is a premium worth the 
effort. ` For further particulars see page 146. 


On March 1 the Judiciary Committee of the Mas- 
sachusetts Senate unanimously reported a bill pro- 
viding as specified below: 

** Whoever is present at a game of sport, a play, or any 
public diversion except a concert of sacred music, upon 
the Lord’s day, shall be fined $5 for each offense. A fine 
not.exceeding $50 is to be imposed upon any person 
keeping open his place of business, except for work of 
necessity or charity, or taking part in sports, games, or 
plays. Punishment of from #50 to $500 is provided for 
the proprietor or manager of such entertainment. An- 
other section forbids mayors, aldermen, and selectmen to 
grant licenses for exhibitions of any description on the 
Lord’s day. Another section expressly excepts sacred 
concerts, which may be given without a license.” 

As will be seen at once, this proposed law goes a 
step beyond any state statute now in existence—so 
far as we are aware—in that it makes attendance at 
theatrical and other entertainments a misdemeanor. 
Heretofore punishment has been inflicted only on 
the participants. And it is a committee of lawyers 
that favors this monstrous reversion. Poor old 
Massachusetts! The next thing we know some 
fossil legislativ committee will recommend the 
adoption of a law embodying the proposal made the 
other day in the German Reichstag by Dr. Rintelen: 

** He gave notice that he would move an amendment to 
the Anti- Revolution bill imposing a fine of 600 marks and 
imprisonment for two years upon any person who in 
a publie speech or in writing denied the existence of God 
or the immortality of the soul, or in any way attacked the 
religious character of the marriage relation.” 

Whither are we drifting, and what is to be the end? 


At a recent meeting of the Presbyterian Union 
of this city Rev. Dr. Duffield, in a discourse on 
“Americanism,” declared that “the man who assails 
the Bible is un-American.” The gentleman is cer- 
tainly mistaken: The Bible is not an American book 
in any sense; it was not written by Americans; it 
is not the record of the doings of an American or 
of Americans; the commands which it contains 
were not issued by an American or by Americans, 
nor for Americans, and hence we do not see how 
Dr. Duffield, as a loyal American, can ask or expect 
other loyal Americans to obey the commands of 
foreign princes or courts, or accept the unsup- 
ported assertions of ‘alien " scribes, of scribblers 
who could not get the most humble job from this 
city to-day, but would hav to wait five years for 
their naturalization papers. Away with this un- 
American conjuring book! we are too patriotic to 
invest in intellectual antiquities manufactured by 
the pauper brains of Asia and Europe. Giv us an 
American Bible and American gods and saviors. 
Dr. Duffield is afflicted with a mania for foreign 
ghosts and miracles; he is under grave suspicion of 
disloyality to American institutions. i 


Perhaps the most substantial evidence of Colonel 
Ingersoll's triumph in the cause of free speech is 
furnished in the statement made to Tur Truta 
Suzxer by Manager O. A. Davis, of 1293 Broadway 
—that since last Tuesday he has received an entirely 
unprecedented number of applications for Colonel 
Ingersoll from all parts of the country, and if the 


demands keep up much longer at the pace they are 


now coming in he would hav no difficulty in book- 


149 


ing the coionel for a lecture for every night in the 
next twenty-five years. 


We learn with extreme regret of the death of 
John McGlashan, of Ukiah, Cal. His funeral took 
place on February 4th, being wholly secular in 
character. ‘The Truth Seeker Collection” was used 
in the services, and a few appropriate remarks were 
made by L. F. Long, the old-time friend of the dead 
Freethinker. John McGlashan did good work in 
life and at his death he told the world that the true 
man needs not the assistance of the priest or the. 
shield of the sacrament to enable him to pass away 
in peace. 


Since the last acknowledgment was made we 
hav received the following contributions to the 
Free Sunday Fund: Ralph Helm, $1; Gilbert 
Lincoln, $15; Stephen Brewer, $1. New and 
more severe Sunday laws are imminent in Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Massachusetts, and several other 
states. The fight is now on in the legislatures of all 
those named; we must flood them with the right 
kind of literature—will you not help us now? 


We hope that all our friends will make & deter- 
mined effort to fill at least once that trial subsorip- 
tion blank on page 146, this issue. Tur TaurR 
SEEKER is sent three months on trial for the small 
sum of fifty cents. This offer givs an excellent op- 
portunity to introduce the paper into tens of thou- 
sands of homes and offices where Freethought 
literature has not often penetrated, if ever. Will 
you send us such a list? 


Evidently the New York Zimes has a suspicion 
that it is not exactly safe for the Rev. Mr. Beatty, 
who tried to send Colonel Ingersoll to prison be- 
cause he was going to lecture in Hoboken, to be at 
large. It says that ‘his bumps should be felt by 
the common phrenologist under circumstances of 
the utmost possible publicity.” 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 


Thursday, March "th, Gloversville, N. Y............ Liberty 
Friday, March 8th, Little Falls, N. Y.................. incoln 
Saturday, March 9th, Syracuse, N, Y. ............... Bible 
Sunday, March 10th, Rochester, N. Y..................... Bible 
Monday, March 11th, Schenectady, N. Y................ Bible 


Lectures and Meetings. 


FRANKLIN STEINER'S lecture engagements so far as now 
arranged are; f . . 
Mar. 8......New York, N. Y. Mar. 10........ Newark, N. J. 
Mar. 10...... Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Write Mr. Steiner for engagements in care of this office. 


Tre Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for March: 

March 8th—‘‘ Morality Without Superstition.” Frank- 
lin Steiner. 

March 15th—‘‘ The Two Heavens One." T. B. Wakeman. 

March 22d—‘‘This World-Wrecking Age.” James A. 
Skilton. 

March 29th—‘‘Enslavement of the American People.” 
Henry Nichols. 


Tae Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Beaford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for March: 

March 10th—‘‘ The Bible in the Light of Modern Oriti- 
cism.” Franklin Steiner. 

March 17th—‘‘ The Fallacies of Henry George." Henry 
Niehols. 

March 24th—**A Rational Exposition of Biblical Myths.” 
Prof. D. T. Ames. 

March 318t— **Affinitism."—A theory of the Universe op- 
paced io Theism, Pantheism, and Atheism, Reid 
Howell. 


Tu Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st.. Cincinnati. Program 
for March will be filled by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel on the 
following subjects: 

March 10th— *Christianity and Progress." 

March 17th—**'The Sermon on the Mount Analyzed.” 

March 24—** Our Criminal Classes — How Produced-» The 
. Responsibility—The Remedy." 

March 31—‘‘ After Christianity, What ?" 


(Tug First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tur Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tas Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.M., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members, 
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HOBOKEN MINISTERS ALARMED, 


-— 


They Appeal to the Strong Arm of 
the Law 


TOSUPPRESS COL. INGERSOLL 


They Couldn't Trust Their God in a Fair Fight 
with the Infidel, So They Hunted Up a 
Moldy New Jersey Statute and Tried to 
Make Tt Operativ in This Year of Man 295. 


Hoboken is a New Jersey village across the 
North river from this city. It is one of the 
treasures of the funny paragrapher, who has a 
fancy for “ touching it off" with Oshkosh, Kalama. 
zoo, and Hawville. Of course there are many sen- 
sible people in the town, but its ministers of the 
gospel do all they can to justify the reputation 
made forit by the humorous papers; so when it 
was announced that Colonel Ingersoll would de- 
liver his great lecture on the Bible, in the Hoboken 
theater, on Sunday, Feb. 24, the divines proceeded 
to giv a free exhibition of their asinin ears. The 
moving spirit in the farce was Rev. Henry T. Beatty 
of the first Presbyterian church. He got two other 
preachers and a benighted layman to join him in 
his attempt to stay the sweeping torrent of Free- 
thought. They held a conference on Saturday, 
burrowed into the statute books of New Jersey, and 
found this precious relic of the old blue law days: 

If any person shall wilfully blaspheme the holy name 
of God by denying, cursing, or contumeliously reproach- 
ing his being or providence, or by cursing or contumeli- 
ously reproaching Jesus Christ or the Holy Ghost, or the 
Christian religion, or the holy word of God—that is, the 
canonical scriptures contained in the books of the Old 
and New Testament—or by profane scoffing at or expos- 
ing them, or any of them, to contempt and ridicule ; then 
any person so offending shall, on conviction thereof, be 
punished by a fine not exceeding $200 or imprisonment 
at hard labor not exceeding twelve months, or both. 

This would make, they were sure, a capital broom 
with which to do the Mrs. Partington act. They at 
once sent this virtuous “ protest” to Mayor Fagan 
and Chief of Police Donovan: 

Dear Sm: We, the undersigned, are informed and 
believe that a crime is about to be committed by Col. 
Robert Ingersoll at the Hoboken theater on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 24, 1895, violating section 66 of the Crimes 
act. e beg that you will take immediate steps to pre- 
vent the violation of such law. We beg further to be 
informed at the earliest moment as to your disposition 
regarding this notice, that we may be relieved of further 
action in the matter, Very respectfully, 

H, T. Buarry, 

A. B. RICHARDSON, 
W. R. JENVEY, 
HERBERT CAMPBELL. 


Fagan and Donovan held a consultation and de- 
cided that they could do nothing under the statute 
cited, as the ministers’ complaint had to do with a 
contemplated offense only, not with one already 
committed. They knew just a little more about law 
than the preachers did, for they realized that it is 
not constitutionally possible to punish a man for 
fear that he will commit a crime, although the min- 
isters hav millions of precedents on their side, for 
a great many of our law manufacturers and judges 
know nothing about constitutions. But Messrs. 
Fagan and Donovan were anxious to accommodate 
the clerics if they could, and so concluded that the 
advertised lecture would be a violation of the Sun- 
day law and a contravention of the terms of the 
theater’s license, which, it was held, did not permit 
it to open as a publie hall on Sunday. In accord- 
ance with this conception, Mayor Fagan instructed 
the chief to notify the manager of the theater that 
it must not be open on Sunday for any purpose. 
Manager Clark was naturally indignant, and, in 
company with the representativ of Colonel Inger- 
soll, called on the mayor and endeavored to induce 

. him to rescind his order. This he refused to do, 
but finally consented to abide by the opinion of 
Corporation Attorney Minturn. The public had 
on the afternoon of Saturday learned of the mayor's 
order, and the clergy rejoiced. Mr. Beatty said 
that it was only the beginning of a new era in Ho- 
boken. Probably we shall never know, now that 
the affair has terminated so differently from the 
expectations of the parson, what he had in contem- 
plation as the next step in the Puritan program; 
perhaps he intended to get an ordinance compelling 
every inhabitant of the town to attend religious 
services twice on Sunday. Be that as it may, the 
aspect of matters was very much changed by the 
following opinion submitted in writing by Mr. 
Minturn to the chief of police: 


Hozsoxzzx, N. J., Feb. 23, 1895. 
Charles A. Donovan, Esg. 

Dear Sir: There is nothing in the law that will pre- 
vent Colonel Ingersoll from lecturing here on anv eubject 
he may choose on Sunday, Feb. 24. Section 66 of the 
Crimes act makes him amenable to punishment if he vio- 
lates its provisions, but as officials we hav no legal right 
to anticipate that any citizen billed to lecture intends to 
violate that or any other law. We can only say after the 
deed is done that he has or has not violated the law; any 
other course would result in abolishing all the constitu- 
tional provisions guaranteeing freedom of speech, nota- 
bly section 4 of the constitution of this state, as follows: 
t: Every person may freely speak, write, and publish his 
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for theabuse 
of that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or 
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press." 

I would advise you, therefore, that you cannot prevent 
Colonel Ingersoll from lecturing on Sunday or any other 
day. Very truly yours, James F. MINTURN, 

Corporation Attorney. 

Warned by this opinion, the chief of police did 
not issue any orders to the department, but detect- 
ivs were detailed to attend the lecture and report 
if there was anything said that could be construed 
into a violation of the ancient blue law. The ani- 
mus of the attack on Colonel Ingersoll was perfectly 
apparent when it was remembered that almost 
every Sunday night balls were held in some of the 
halls of the town without interference by the 
police. , 

The result of the free advertising by the minis- 
ters was that the theater was crowded to the doors 
with an enthusiastic audience. Detectivs Nelson 
and Gallagher were there to arrest the Colonel on 
the spot if he * blasphemed”—that is, that was the 
promis made by Chief Donovan to the preachers. 
Some of the latter were present, including Rev. Mr. 
Beatty, and before the witty Freethinker was done 
with them even they had to laugh at his skillful ex- 
coriating of their pious but imprudent selvs. It 
was at once evident that Colonel Ingersoll was 
choosing his own ground for fighting, and consid- 
ered it no part of his duty to deliver himself into 
his enemies’ hands. It is good military strategy to 
inflict as much damage as possible on the adversary 
without unduly exposing your own men to slaugh- 
ter, and the Colonel is an excellent strategist. 
What he said against the Bible he said on the au- 
thority of eminent critics and skeptics who were 
not at that moment within the jurisdiction of the 
province of New Jersey. His own deductions were 
prefaced by such remarks as, * This is what Infidels 
say, and I am simply repeating it to you”; “I would 
really believe this if the statute of the state would 
permit”; “the wicked say,” and “mind you, I am 
not giving my opinion.” 

We subjoin the Herald's report of the lecture, 
quoting such portions as were called out by the 
impotent performance of the ministers of God. 
After Colonel Ingersoll had spoken for about five 
minutes he walked away from the desk on which 
his notes lay, and said: 

“The life of every human being is lighted by a 
little flame which is called reason. I hay one, not 
very large or intense, and before the breeze of prej- 
udice it may flicker and wane, and if it were blown 
out there would be orthodox darkness. It is the 
only light I hav, and I am going to follow it as long 
as I liv, and to-night we will let the little flames 
burn, not trying to extinguish them with the 
water of fear, but to feed them with the fuel of 
courage. 

* In the state of New Jersey more than one hun- 
dred years ago, when the poople were pious savages, 
there was enacted a law that allowed of no discus- 
sion of some questions—on one side. Since that 
time the people hav become civilized to that degree 
that they want fair play, and hav adopted other 
laws, which are not like the savage, absurd, mali- 
cious, and idiotic statute to which I refer. 

« That statute sleeps in its grave until it is in- 
voked by some bigots, some narrow-minded gentle- 
men who should hav lived and died three hundred 
years ago—whose heads are of that shape," (and 
the Colonel made a peculiar motion with his hand] 
“and who really are not accountable. 

“Some of these good men hav so little confidence 
in their God that they feel he ought to be protected 
from ridicule. They feel their infinit God cannot 
write a book that does not need protection. It has 
never Occurred to any one that the works of Shaks- 
pere, Shelley, Burns, and other great writers should 
hav any assistance that it is in the power of legisla- 
tors to giv. One can hardly imagin that the infinit 
should be under such deep obligations to the legis- 
lature of the state. 

* Why are these men fearful of me? Is it be- 
cause the arguments I use are sound; is it because 
they cannot be answered? If these men had intel- 
ligence to answer me I would be satisfied. But if 
you took all the men in the Uaited States and put 
their brains in one skull, the owner of that skull 
would no more answer me than can the average 
Hoboken parson. Liberty is better than slavery. 


investigate. 


Can they answer that? Progress is better than 
retrogression. Can they answer that? 

* Every one who reads the Bible should be honest 
and intelligent enough to giv an opinion of it, just 
as if the book were the Koran. Why should we not 
giv an opinion of the Bible? A minister once told 
me that even if I did not believe in the Bible, I 
should not say so. When I asked him if he be- 
lieved it, he said he did. Then I told him that by 
applying his own theory to himself, I could not say 
whether he believed it or not, for if he did not he 
could not admit it. 

“Now to night I will tell you what educated the- 
ologians hav to say about the Bible, and what 
learned heretics hav to say. It would not be becom- 
ing in me to tell you, contrary to an act of the leg- 
islature, what I think, but I will tell you what 
others think, and I believe there is no law that can 
prevent you from making up your own minds, that 
is, if you do it in secret. ] 

* I'm telling you what the wicked say, the men 
that hav that hellish independence which will not 
allow themegelvs to be led by country parsons, who 
hav such awful conceit that they can follow the 
light of their reagon. 

“I hav met five or six men in this world who de. 
clared they were inspired, and every one of them 
was crazy. They were that kind of men who told 
you there is à God, and who wouldn't know God if 
they met him. 

* Some clergymen are intelligent and educated. 
I don't refer to the clergymen of Hoboken, but 
there are some such. Most of them are not; they 
hav a very narrow horizon and are not at all broad. 
Most of them feel that they are called to the minis- 
try because they hav not the constitution to be 
wicked. They go to a sectarian college, which is 
the storm center of ignorance, and, after they are 
graduated, they are like the lands along a part of 
the Potomac, as described by a writer, ‘Almost 
worthless by nature, and rendered entirely so by 
cultivation.’ 

“And yet I've been a friend of these men. I hav 
been educating their congregations to that point 
where they turn to the ministers and cry, ‘For God’s 
sake, tell us what you think; don’t wear the collar 
of ignorance, but do speak the truth.’ Yes, I'm a 
friend of these ministers, for they love their ene- 
mies and they don’t love me.” 

The Colonel then went into his lecture proper, 
interlarding his remarks with references to the d's- 
cussion of the law. At one time he said: 

* I'm not foolish enough to fight a statute passed 
by the combined intelligence of probably one hun- 
dred and fifty men. No books are inspired, to my 
mind, but still, if the legislature of New Jersey 
says they are, why, that ends it. Since that statute 
was passed, educated theologians hav said that the 
Bible was not iaspired. They could say that where 
they lived, because they thought it, but had they 
lived in Jersey they would hav said the exact oppo- 
sit. If it were not for that statute I might be in- 
clined to agree with them, as it seems entirely rea- 
sonable, but as it is I am forced to disagree. For, 
mind you, I am not giving my opinion. Iam just 
repeating what other people say. 

* Just think what gluttons these parsons are in 
the way of revenge. .They know I'm going to the 
penitentiary of God, where TIl be roasted and 
broiled for millions and millions of years; but these: 
sauctified swine are not satisfied with that; they 
want me to be in the penitentiary here. They ought 
to be satisfied with what is in storefor me. Think 
of their joy as they lean over the balustrade, and 
looking down into the bottomless pit, they see me 
and pointing at me exclaim, ‘Ha! I told you so!” 

“If there be a God I pray him to-night to write 
in the book of his remembrance and put it opposit 
my name that I did what little I could to rescue his 
reputation from the calumnies of the church and the 
slanders of the pulpit. Atleast, that's my opinion, 
in any other state than this.” 

Referring to some of the atrocities as related in 
the Bible, the Colonel said: 

« There are persons here in Hoboken who think 
that sort of thing is right, and by that they can prove 
the mercy and goodness of their God. They would 
like to carry fagots to build a fire around him that 
dared to disagree with them, or dare to question or 
They are as cruel as ever, and never 
in the history of the world was there known to be 
mercy in the heart of a priest. 

* Does it not strike you that it is too bad that the 
good, honest, loving man, who does no wrong, but 
who can’t believe in this book, is doomed to eternal 
damnation ?" continued the Colonel. *Ifis too bad, 
but you cannot excite the sympathy of a Hoboken 
pastor on such topics. 

“The ministers of Hoboken should rely on their 
gospel, on their intellectual force, on their majesty 
and splendor of character, and not on brute force, 
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They should say they believe in the religion of for- 
givness, of kindness, of gentleness, and that they 
will endeavor to reform the world through gener- 
ositv and love. 

“Oh, the hypocrisy of these men! And how 
poorly educated they are! Give me the good, brave 
man, who has the generosity to say ‘I will give to 
all others every right I claim for myself.’ For we 
must not think that all the wisdom of the world is 
in the grave.” 

Then the Colonel delivered his usual peroration, 
&nd'was cheered as he left the stage. 


What Do You Believe? 


When a plant has a healthy growth it is likely to 
develop into a more refined product than its ances- 
tors, and each successiv generation is an improve- 
ment on its predecessors; but if that plant proves 
to be'a hybrid, the more it grows the more corrupt 
and deteriorated it becomes, because the source of 
its nourishment has lost its vital force, and decay is 
the inevitable result: If the supply of food for the 
growth of the plant is infected the plant must re- 
ceive corruption in its nourishment. 

The religions of ancient Egypt, Assyria, Persia, 
Babylonia, Greece, Rome, and the states of north- 
ern Europe are all of the past; they died of their 
own corruption, because the priests, like other par- 
asites, infected the people, the source of their 
nourishment. The devotees who worshiped at their 
various shrines were robbed of their vitality, and 
all went into oblivion together. 

We must make due allowance for the legendary 
character of ancient history, because it has been to 
a great degree drawn from a mass of traditional 
ignorance that in most cases precludes the possi- 
bility of anything like accurate chronology, to say 
nothing of aright knowledge of the incidents in- 
volved. Thus, according to Chambers’s Encyclo- 
pedia, Xanthos of Lydia places Zoroaster about six 
hundred years before the Trojan war, which was 
1185 s c., placing the Persian philosopher 1785 » c. 
Others place him five thousand years before the 
Trojan war—a difference of 4,400 years. In the 
Bible (2 Kings) we find discrepancies in dates con- 
cerning Hilkiah the high priest, who is said to be 
contemporary with the Jewish king of Judah and 
also with Ezra after the return of the Jews from 
the Babylonian captivity, which would make Hil- 
kiah quite an old man when he and Ezra were 
recording the law. We can accept ancient history 
only as we find it, a mythical jumble, and state it 
at its worth; the more ancient the more uncertain 
it becomes. 

Other religions, incorporated with that of Zoro- 
aster, hav caused a radical change since his time. 
The Brahmanical religion has been subjected to a 
similar process, the priesthood having become beg- 
gars, robbers, and assassins. The Thugs of India 
are Brahmans, or Brahmanical priests, and murder 
is part of their official duty. The Buddhistic relig- 
ion resembles the Brahmanic in some particulars. 
Both teach the doctrin that man’s existence is one 
of misery, a curse rather than a blessing; “ which 
notion, or rather feeling, is like transmigration— 
common to both.” (See Chambers’s Encyclopedia.) 

The Buddhist religion requires the devout Buddh- 
ists to liv in seclusion part of the time, in forests, 
with no shelter but the shade of a tree; and some 
of the time in monasteries, in poverty and rags, ob- 
taining their food by begging, doing nothing to 
produce physical comforts for themselvs or others, 
but making themselvs professional mendicants. 
Buddhism teaches nothing relativ to a life beyond 
this world, but inculeates the doctrin of the trans- 
migration of souls into other persons ór animals in 
harmony with the good or bad tendencies of the 
departed, and after a period which may last for 
millions of years the soul may enter Nirvana, which 
means no existence. This is being born again with 
a vengeance. Brahmanism teaches the doctrin of a 
God, with a priesthood of the most tyrannical order. 
The one teaches slavery; the other, annihilation. 
Very little is known of Zoroaster's teachings except 
through his followers, the Parsees, who figured 
long after his time and no doubt made important 
changes in them before the Zend-avesta, the Parsee 
Scripture, was written. 

The doctrin of the duality of gods advanced by 
the Iranian people and perhaps of Parsee origin, is 
somewhat as follows: Ahura-Mazda was the all- 
bountiful, all-wise living being, or spirit, the source 
of all that was good and lovely, beautiful and de- 
lightful Abrimanyus was the dark and gloomy 
, intelligence that had from the first been Ahura- 
Mazda’s enemy, bent on thwarting and vexing him. 
And with these fundamental notions concerning 
both beings, all the sacred books agreed. Ahura- 
Mazda was declared to be the creator of life, earthly 
and spiritual; he had made the celestial bodies, the 


earth, water, and trees, all good creatures and all 
good things. He was the essence and the father of 
truth, the best being of all, the master of purity. 
Supremely happy, he possessed every blessing— 
health, wealth, virtue, wisdom, immortality. On 
the pious and the righteous he bestowed not only 
earthly advantages but precious spiritual gifts—de- 
votion, the upright mind, and everlasting happiness. 

Ahrimanyus, on the other hand, was the creator 
and upholder of everything that was evil. Opposed 
to Ahura-Mazda from the beginning, he had been 
engaged in a perpetual . warfare with him. What- 
ever good thing Ahura-Mazda had created Ahriman- 
yus had corrupted and ruined. Moral and physical 
evils were alike at his disposal. He could blast the 
earth with barrenness, or make it produce thorns, 
thistles, and poisonous plants; his were the earth- 
quake, the storm, the plague of hail, the thurder- 
bolt; he could cause disease and death, sweep off a 
nation’s herds and flocks by murrain, or depopulate 
a continent by pestilence; ferocious wild beasts, 
serpents, toads, mice, hornets, musketoes, were his 
creation; he invented and introduced into the world 
the sins of witchcraft, murder, unbelief, cannibalism; 
he incited wars and tumults, continually stirred up 
the bad against the good, and labored by every pos- 
sible expedient to make vice triumph over virtue. 
(Rawlinson's Religions of the Ancient World.) 

Here good and evil are taught to be separate 
entities, created by separate gods. No doubt they 
were believed to be special creations, the supposi- 
tion not being entertained that evil was only the 
infringement of law, or a necessity attending a par- 
tially developed world. 

The Romans believed in the existence of demons, 
but did not charge them with being evil continually, 
for their work was often good and noble. Homer 
calls the gods demons. Hesiod said that “there are in 
the air thirty thousand demons or ministering spir- 
its, who were the souls of men in the golden age; 
but a proper classification of these is first found in 
the Pythagorian and Neo-Platonie systems.” (See 
“Demons” in Chambers's Encyclopedia.) 

The Lares, Manes, and Penates were tutelary 
spirits, genii, or deities of the Romans. The an- 
cients had gods and goddesses of every conceivable 
degree, from their chief god to demons, nymphs, 
sprites, and others innumerable, giving the founder 
of & religion a large variety from which to choose. 

I hav taken pains to cite doctrins or matters of 
faith of various persons or nations from which 
might hav been obtained the doctrins or creeds of 
the Jews and Christians, and wish now to state some 


historical facts that may hav had a more positiv 


influence in formulating the Christian faith than 
might at first sight be apparent. The gods and 
goddesses and their offspring, and the murdering of 
these gods and their sons and daughters, afford a 
wide field for an activ imagination. Vishnu pre- 
sided over the realms of bliss, into which he re- 
ceived the redeemed souls, and his son Crishna as- 
sisted him by conducting thence all the departed 
souls possible. In thus securing souls they were 
outstripping Diabolus, who presided over hades, 
and he became angry and nailed Crishna to a cross, 
where he died before Vishnu knew about it; but 
Vishnu raised or restored Crishna to a higher life, 
where he was not only out of the power of Diabolus, 
but exerted moreinfluence than before. So teaches 
mythology, and the following I propose to give on 
the authority of the authors named. 

^ Certain liberal Jews became acquainted with the 
doctrin of the god Vishnu and his son Crishna, the 
savior, and with their ideas of a future state of ex- 
istence. This was very offensiv to the Jewish 
priesthood, because it came from the Gentile world 
and held that Deity cared for others besides Jews; 
and in their intolerant state of mind they would 
rather kill a Gentile than make such a concession. 
But some of the liberal Jews doubted the truth of 
Judaism, and the more they reasoned on the sub- 
ject the more they were convinced that it was not 
God but the Jew that made Abraham’s covenant 
and all the Jewish religion. It was not long before 
a Jew that denied the faith had to die. Such se- 
verity was not argument and did not convince; but 
they did not want to die, so they formed a secret 
combination into which none but congenial spirits 
could come, and there they held private councils, 
and cautiously propagated their doctrins and in- 
creased in numbers. This secret order is known as 
the Essenes. Chambers’s Encyclopedia defines 
them as follows: “Essenes, a small religious frater- 
nity among the Jews, whose name .and origin as 
well as character and history are alike involved in 
obscurity. Christianity stands in so close connec- 
tion with them that John the Baptist and Christ 
himself hav been pronounced to hav originally 
issued from theirranks. More surprising than all, 
out of Essenism in the stage of Sabeanism has 
sprung Islam itself, and in this development of its 


tenets and practices are still preserved some of its 
principal rites.” lr 
Here we see the origin of John the Baptist and 


Jesus to hav been similar to that of other men— 
no particular mystery about it; but they belonged 
to a secret organization at enmity with the Jews 
and liable to their cruel persecution; but we will 
quote from Peter Eckler in his notes to Edward 
Gibbon’s * History of Christianity,” pp. 125-7: 
“Robert Taylor, in his * Diegesis,! says: * Essenes, 
Therapeuts, Ascetics, Monks, Ecclesiastics, and 
Eelectics are but different names for one and the 
selfsame sect. 
tianity, and the Gnosis or Gnosticism comprehends 
the doctrins of the Magi, the philosophy of the 
Persians, Chaldeans, and Arabians and the wisdom 
of the Indians and Egyptians. 
traced in the text and doctrins of the New Testa- 
ment.’” 
tions, but the idea appears to be that the Essenes 
held baptism, prayer, and the holy repast as ob- 
servances of worship, and were opposed to bloody 
sacrifice. 
sick by the laying on of hands. 
the Baptist were initiates in the order of the Es- 
senes, and it would appear from passages in the 
New Testament that mysteries were taught and 
secrecy enjoined by Jesus, who spoke in parables 
that they who were not initiated into the mysteries 
might not learn the sécrets of the order. 
(xiii, 13) says: “Therefore speak I to them in para- 
bles; because they seeing see not; avd hearing they 
hear not, neither do they understand.” The Sermon 


Alexandria was the cradle of Chris- 


It is distinctly to be 


We cannot giv space for further quota- 


They taught the system of healing the 
Jesus and John 


Matthew 


on the Mount contains much Essenic doctrin, such 
as common use of property; take no thought for 


the morrow; ask and it shall be given; this gener- 


ation shall not pass until all these things are ful- 
filled, ete., so we will conclude that John the Bap- 
tist and Jesus and his apostles taught Hssenic 
doctrin and that they were persecuted and put to 
death by the Jews for such teaching. They em- 
braced the doctrin of Vishnu and his son Crishna 
the savior. or the idea that Cristina was a divine 
sacrifice for the redemption of mankind from the 
eurse of some deity, which curse was & common 
idea among ancient nations who embraced the whim 
of a future life, which the Jews never taught and 
which therefore was attractiv to the disaffected 
Jews. This common idea of the curse of mankind 
made Chrishna quite popular; it spread to Pales- 
tine and from there to Rome through the Roman 
conquests of Palestine and prisoners of war carried 
to Rome. In time Rome found paganism honey- 
combed with the new religion that had been propa- 
gated by Jesus and his followers; and Jesus, hav- 
ing been put to death for his religion, was looked 
upon as a martyr, and was by the Romans deified 
and called the Crishna or the Christ. The Romans 
were so prone to hava multiplicity of gods that 
the addition of one more did not provoke the resist- 
ance that would hav been encountered in most na- 
tions. The perverted Essene doctrin, or the belief 
in Chrishna blended with paganism and taught by 
the severely austere Romans, soon produced a 
priesthood that formulated doctrins and creeds in 
favor of the Christ Jesus. This new religion spread 
with the Roman conquests over the most of Europe, 
earrying with i& both the Old Testament and the 
New, which the priests were changing and remodel- 
ing for more than a thousand years. (See History 
of the Bible in Chambers's Encyclopedia). 

The idea of dual gods, or good and evil, is at the 
bottom of all priesthoods; from it proceeds the 
idea of devil, hell, eternal punishment, and all the 
incidents of tithes, salaries, and the  enslaving 
of minds for priestly gain. Make a false proposi- 
tion, build them a mighty superstructure of false- 
hoods, and make it plausible, and the people are 
enslaved. The creation theory, that something can 
exist and support existence where nothing existed 
before—that something can be created from noth- 
ing, that effect comes without cause—a doctrin 
false, unreasonable, and unphilosophical—has also 
been at the foundation of all religions. Deprive 
the priests or clergy of a god, a devil, and a crea- 
tion, and their services are no longer needed, be- 
cause the people can do their own thinking. 

There never was a more beautiful philosophy 
than evolution, or the development of ali nature to 
more advanced or harmonious conditions, and I 
hope to see reformers more generally advocating 
it. On this depends the liberation of mankind 
from their servitude to priests and monarchs. 
Montpelier, Ind. Wu. ALLEN. 


The man who marries a woman who would 
rather get down in the dirt to worship Jesus 
Christ than to attend to her family duties is out of 
luck. 
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News and Notes. 

Trinidad has been a glorious place for Free- 
thought lectures. .I hav given ten on a stretch to 
crowded houses, and it is evident that the best peo- 
ple of this community are on our side. Two revi- 
vals hav been running since I was here, but they 
hav not diminished in the least our audiences. Every 
night there was an increase, until hundreds had to 
be turned away. The lectures were given in the 
Jaffa Opera House, the largest hall in the city. 
There has been a iively agitation going on, and the 
contact of forces has been quite refreshing. The 
old bones of orthodoxy hav rattled indeed. Before 
Y came the ministers of the city voted a “ conspir- 
acy of silence.” They would keep their mouths 
shut, hoping that in this way the Infidel would 
create no excitement. This was their forlorn hope. 
But they hav been grievously disappointed. The 
flood-tide has been so great that they hav had to 
talk. The talk, however, came too late, and could 
not stem the torrent. It was apparent that the 
Freethinker was of the majority party, although the 
boycott of orthodoxy was enforced and many were 
still afraid of their colors. A vast amount of Lib- 
eralism has been developed notwithstanding all op- 
position. Only a few began the campaign here and 
it was not expected that such great results would 
be achieved. Some thought if we had fifty or a 
hundred at each lecture it would be about all that 
we could expect, but I had one hundred and fifty at 
the first lecture and after that four hundred on an 
average. On Sunday the house could not begin to 
hold those who wished to attend. 

The interest culminated in a debate between my- 
self and the Jewish rabbi. Not an orthodox clergy- 
man could be found to take up the gauntlet, and so 
the rabbi thought he would join in a friendly tilt. 
The questions discussed were as follows: Sunday 
‘afternoon: Resolved, That the Bible is the only 
moral authority for man The rabbi took the 
afirmativ, and myself the negativ. Sunday evening: 
Resolved, That Science is the only moral and in- 
tellectual guide for man. I supported the affirma- 
tiv, and the rabbi the negativ. The rabbi is a very 
genial and accomplished gentleman. He main 
tained his side of the question with eloquence and 
fervor. He did not deal in slander or vitupera- 
tion. He was earnest in manner and conviction, 
but with a Liberal spirit. He defended the Bible 
as best he could against the attacks of modern 
science, but I think of course that modern science 
carried the day vietoriously. I argued that the 
only supreme authority for any individual Was his 
own reason, and that in relation to this authority 
the Bible could only be an influence or confirmation. 
If, furthermore, we admitted the authority of nat- 
ure, or of nature's God, still, as Thomas Paine af- 
firms, that authority or revelation must be universal 
and permanent. It cannot be confined to the lids 

of any book. The Bible might contain some truth; 
end so far as truth is authority it might contain au- 
thority, but the authority is not the authority of 
the book, but of the truth it more or less expresses. 
So, therefore, I maintained as an unanswerable refu- 
tation of the position of the rabbi that the Bible 
could not be the only moral authority for man. It 
could only be one ovt of the many, even if the ex- 
istence of a God is admitted. The Bible admits 
the “light of nature,” and that light, so far as it 
illuminates, must be a moral authority outside of 
the Bible. Of course, I pointed out the defects 
and contradictions of the Bible; that it was against 
itself; that it sanctioned vice and crime, and that 
we were constantly compelled to sift and analyze 
and use our own reason as the judge of the Bible, 
and hence reason is the authority to which the 
Bible must be submitted. 

In my affirmation in the evening’s discussion, I 
defined science as the total classified knowledge of 
the human race, and therefore the only knowledge 
and guide that we could possibly hav on any sub- 
ject whatsoever. Therefore it is our only moral 
guide. Morality is an effort for human happiness. 
It arises entirely from our relations to one another, 
and has nothing at all to do with the existence of 
a God. The purpose of morality is to remove evil. 
To remove evil we must know its origin. In my 
argument I used the statement of Judge Wallace 
as to the origin of evil, which I think is sufficiently 
comprehensiv. 'There are three causes of evil to 
man; namely, ignorance, selfishness, and the forces 
of nature. I cannot conceive of any other causes. 
Now, evidently, the only way to deal with these 
causes is by science. Science only can remove ig- 
noranee; science only can enlighten selfishness and 
combine it with altruistie feeling and effort; and 
science only can combine the forces of nature so as 
to avoid injury and use them as a benefit. These 
are the main points, but the diseussion occupied 
five hours in all, and there were many plays and in- 
terplays of thought and argument, over the wide 


would be singed; suře, atid the devil could claim his 
Own. There are two hundred and fifty ovens at 
this place, and all the sinners in Trinidad could be 
roasted to their heart’s content. I doubt if all the 
prayers of the priest could save a man if he once 
tumbled in. Not even a skeleton would be left. I 
didnt see the devil and his fork, but I imagin he 
could do a thriving business with this outfit. 

Mr. Scurlo¢k is a vigoroüs Freethinker, and ib 
rung in his blood. Ë met his brother out West at 
Spokane, ahd he is à rattling good campaigner. . We 
joined forces for a while and made things lively on 
the frontier. It wis a plea&üre to itiget his Brother 
soldier in Golorádo: Mayor August Krille is one of 
the popular tien of Trinidad, a gentleiilan dnd d 
sthilar, aiid coiirteotis to the stranger within his 
gates. He introduced me to the Trinidad Olub. 
This is a fine organization. It has elegant rooms 
and givs a warm welcome to the Secular Pilgrim 
without respect to creed. The social life of Trini- 
dad is of excellent quality and hospitable to the 
wayfarer. Philosophy and art prevail with the 
amenities of life. The knights of the Round Table 
müght gather here and enjoy the creati of moderü 
alvilizetion. Í hav found Rabbi Freudenthal and 
the Jews of this place a very generous and pro- 
gressiv element. Retaining the chief portions of 
their ancient faith, they are willing to take in the 
new with the unquenchable spirit of their race. 
They represent much of the business and wealth of 
Trinidad. John Gysin is one of our stanch friends 
here, as firm as the mountains of his own nativ 
Switzerland. He breathed the air of liberty with 
his birth. He painted the town—I shall not say 
red, but with brilliant eolors-—for the welcome of 
the Freethought pioneer. I never had suth a glo: 
tiotis adveftisment ih iiy life. Gysin ib à tris 
jets and he made Freeihought shine in noble 
orm and color, with hues as brilliant as those which 
hover in the sunrise glory of Mt. Blanc itself, 

I was pleased to meet Wilbur Thomas, the re- 
presentativ of the Rocky Mountain News, an 
all-round newspaper man and a philosopher to boot. 
He goes into the depths of things, and from the 
center sees the whole citeuinfetehts, —. 

Judge S. S. Wallace presided on Sunday evenilig. 
HecogniZiüg that ignorance, selfishness, and the 
forces of nature are the power of all evil, he has no 
use for theology or the fall of man. He remarked 
that while man is the smartest animal on the planet 
he is also the biggest fool. No doubt of it, for I do 
not know of any other animal who is a theologian. 
Judge Wallace is always ready to stand by his con- 
vietions. E. T. Squires has traveled the road to 
Freethought from Rome to reason. He is one of 
the best posted men in the city. B. F. Springer is 
always ready to lend a hand, and never goes baek 
on a friend. A. E. Straub puts his shoulder to the 
wheel through thick and thin, and T. M. Murray 
can perform the work of a Hercules if necessary. 
Chris Taylor, the stage manager of Jaffa Opera 
House, where the lectures are given, always helps 
the church for humanity’s sake, but has no tise for 
what my friend Franks terms the evangelistic jump- 
ing-jack, who has no other occupation than to slan- 
der people. Eugene Robinson, ofthe Paul Kauvar 
Company, knows by experience that in the drama of 
life the supernatural is only a ghost. Henry Schiei- 
der can minister to good health with nectar clear as 
erystal George H. Bain, althoügh blind, has the 
soul of musi¢. With George Greenfield, he fur- 
nished delightful melodies for our marc ing colitmns. 

I cannot mention all whom I hav met in a social 
way who, whether or not on iny line of thought, 
hav treated me with the liberality and courtesy of 
true gentlemen. The Messrs. Jaffa, proprietors of 
the Opera House; the Mansbach brothers, who 
mingle the treasures of the olden time with the 
splendors of the new ; Patrick Henry Murry, worthy 
of his glorious namesake ; Messrs. Schulze, Gordon, 
John Webber, John Bitzer, and Hugo Borath on 
Truru Serxer roll; Branaugh and Kellerman, P. 
W. Oook, James Craig, Dr. R. A. Greenfield, Dr. J. 
B. Hershey, Theodore Smith, Geo. D. Williamson, 
J. R. Maulding, Fred. O. Eyman, H. W. Krug, and 
about fifty others. F. D. Goodale and Al. Stone 
are progressiv representativs of the press in Trini- 
dad. The Chronicle is the leading paper of this 
section. Itis newsy and gets in the best things, 
among which are appreciativ notices of the Free- 
thought lecture. The proprietors of this paper are 
willing to tell people what is going on and to pub- 
lish all sides. They are impartial, and everything 
worthy of note has a fair show. There is a host of 
Liberal men and women here, and there is a grand 
opening for permanent Freethought work. Over 
one hundred numes are on the Federation list. A 
local organization will be formed for literary, scien- 
tific, humanitarian, and social progress, on the basis 
'of universal mental emaneipation. There was & 
large attendance of ladies at the lectures. A beau- 


field of combat, which I cannot record. But Í 
never enjoyed a debate better than this; Ë had a 
first-rate opponent; there Wasa great and thoroughly 
attentiv audience of men and women who repre- 
sented the intelligence and influence of the com- 
munity, and the subjects discussed were of a deeply 
interesting nature and embraced the noblest realms 
of human inquiry. I am sure that this debate will 
hav a vast influence in the progress of Freethought 
in this place. It has profoundly agitated, and the 
currents of new ideas will not cease to flow. 

I hav found an agreeable variety of fellowship in 
this city, which is a typical western town with mani- 
fold elements of growth. Edwin B. Franks, who 
introduced me at the first lecture and presided at 
the debate Sunday afternoon, is one of the brilliant 
orators of the West, and devoted to reform in a 
radical and éoimpreheüsiv spirit. He has already 
made his mark. He is a writer of exceptional abil- 
ity. He is a realistic Western story-teller, and his 
tales published in the Great Divide, and elsewhere, 
are picturesque and powerful delineations of border 
life, its pathos, tragedy. and strange commingling 
of virtue and crime. He produces ftom his own 
experience, having had varied fortunes along i 
vast frontier. He has a career Befote hit of splen- 
did promis. His inspitatiotis are nature and hu- 
manity. | 

In the brain of John L. Schuyler originated the 
first thought of this great campaign at Trinidad. 
He has always been an outspoken Freethinker, and 
is well known for his radical views. More than a 
year ago he determined to hav some Freethought 
lectures in this community, and working slowly and 
surely he gradually brought about this present 
movement, which has surpassed his highest expee- 
tations. I visited him at his home at Hi Moro, 
about five miles from Trinidad. El Moro imens 
“castle,” and is named from a hüge eminence 
which towers like a éastle alongside the little strag- 
gling village. Ï met Mrs. Schuyler and the two 
children and Mr. Schuyler’s mother, and spent a 
pleasant holiday, February 22d. It ws a good 
time to remember Washington. Mrs. Schuyler is 
somewhat of a Christian professor, bub being the 
daughter of Mrs. C. A. Berleth she must have a 
broad and liberal outlook, and the dogmas of the 
church melt in the sunshine of à feal hümánity. 
She was not afraid to attend the lectures, although 
her Christian friends warned her that she was going 
to the devil in doing so. Mr. Schuyler found an 
able supporter in Mr. Alex. McDonald, who is an 
old-time Freethinker from Pennsylvania. He was 
one of the three arrested at Irwin’s Station, Pa., 
twenty years ago for blasphemy, and put under 
bonds. He has always been an unflinching advo- 
cate of our cause. He is a coal miner, and has 
worked in the ranks of labor for freedom and just- 
ice. He made a short address at the opening of 
the debate on Sunday evening which met with warm 
approval. The flag of Freethought will never be 
hauled down while McDonald is on the path. Be- 
ing born in Scotland, he has the fire and vim of 
Burns himself. He is a great student of the poet, 
and can repeat almost all his poetry from memory ; 
and has many a poetic dart to penetrate the armor 
of orthodoxy. . 

Dr. Oharlton gave me a delightful drive about 
rinidad. The weather has been gorgeous since I 
came, and the hills and plains are covered with a 
flood of beautiful light. The sceneries about Trini- 
dad in the lustrous atmosphere are attractiv. 
Great bluffs shoot up hundreds and. thousands of 
feet. As we pursued our route to Sopris, a mining 
town up the valley, the snowy range appeared before 
our gaze in its vast and wonderful glory. It was 
indeed a dazzling picture. The whole horizon was 
crowded with shining peaks in every variety of lofty 
form and glittering splendor. Mountain rose on 
mountain in white effulgence until it seemed as if 
they flung their giant crests against the very heavens 
themselvs, and would fill the depths of the sky with 
their gleaming treasures. Over the brow of neigh- 
boring hills could be seen the Spanish peaks, with 
mingling white and blue, the blue predominant in 
contrast with the more stupendous masses of the 
snowy range. In the clear, brilliant atmosphere, 
the shining sky, with spring's loveliness overhead, 
the outspread panorama was indeed a glorious en- 
chantment. There is no place in the world that can 
boast of a finer climate the year round than Trini- 
dad. 

W. R. Seurlock on another day took me over to 
the coke ovens near El Moro. The coke ovens pre- 
sent a lurid and magnificent appearance by night as 
you sweep by them on the cars. It isas if the gates 
of hell were open and the flames were rushing forth. 
A nearer Jook into their heated depths does not 
diminish the fiery spectacle. I do not believe that 
anybody could stand these flames, not even the 
Scripture worthies with asbestos overcoats, They 
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feit money on a tax collector, or to make people be- 
lieve that a man reported dead is still living; as to 
shove wine with no fuddle on it on a liquor. drinking 
compaiiy. The wine was either alcoholic or fraudu- 
lent, and Christ, while not giving the guests a stone 
when they asked for bread, indubitably treated 
them to physic when they called for a stimulant. 
If the governor of the feast was sober enough to 
note that the drinks had been changed on the com- 
pany, he would hav seen that this fresh supply was 
“soft,” and, in consideration of the fact that some 
of the guests were getting full, he would hav in- 
dorsed the bridegroom’s foresight with the remark 
that it Was time for them to begin tapering off. As 
between the making of a good artiele of claret and 
the dosing a miiscellanedus assemblage with stuff 
that would create & pain under every apron and 
belt, I should approve the former, even though a 
prohibitionist; and if the act wefe eondemned as a 
bad example, I would giv everybody permission to 
hav ali thé wine they could manufacture from water. 

Dr. Funk is said fö be temperate in his drinking, 
butin his writing he is quite the reverse; for to 
abstain from drunkenness, although Christ appears 
te hav encouraged it, is not a repudiation of him 
any more than it is a repudiation of him to refrain 
from saying to our mothers, as Christ says to his in 
the same chapter; “ Womān, what hav I to do with 
thee?” The uninspired truth séetns to be that the 
Master was there to erjoy himself and did rot eare 
to hav the old lady interfere with his amusement; 
also, that the wine which he raised on the convivial 
party was not intended for medicinal or sacramental 


purposes. 


“Tt is not well,” observes the New York Jnde- 
pendent, “to pay any attention to such a man as 
Mr. Ingersoll.” The outcome of the attentions 
which the élerical hobos of Hoboken paid to the 
Colonel recently confirms the Independent's hypo- 
thesis so far as hostil parson's are coticerned ; but 
why; in the name of mercy to dumb brutes, was riot 
the warning uttered previously? After those Ho- 
boken ministers had diverted the notice of Colonel 
Ingersoll from Jehovah to themselvs—-and were at 
once made to mourn that they had done so—the 
Independent's fling is like sand in their teeth. Sit- 
ting thefe in the Hoboken theater, with the speaker 
of the evéning peeling their bark until they experi- 
enced in the gouls of them all the agonies of 
flaying described in Fox’s “ Book of Martyrs,” those 
clergymen could hav recalled the ofthodvx editor’s 
admonition, not only as words of wisdom; but as 
the language of actual prophecy and inspiration. 
But what does it profit them now to say that “it is 
not well to pay any attention to such a man as Mr. 
Ingersoll?" The ministers of Hoboken found that 
out working independently ; and they are not at all 
well themselvs. 


tiful bouquet was presented on Monday evening at 
the closing lecture, so the path of Freethought is 
not always hard and rough. Music and flowers gi 
hope and courage. 
One of the revivalists here was the aforesaid 
* evangelistic jumping-jack.” He has now departed. 
He is one of that kind who can always leave his 
6oüntry fot his country's good. He has simply 
slaüdered and insulted the people of this place. 
This is the only way lie has of creating a sensation. 
e longs for martyrdom, and would like to be 
horsewhipped in order to pose as a victim for the 
ord’s sake. To illustrate the spirit of thése Pevi- 
Yals Í will giv à specimeti of “Ohristian charity.” 
p Hershey had s lady pátieit hear the church 
uildizig, and the ringing of the bell was injurious 
to her prostrated nervous system. A request was 
made to stop the ringing of the bell for the time 
being. This was refused The bell rings on, the 
sick one suffers, and the callous congregation sing 
praises to the Lord. Tha pastor declared that 
when he was himself sick, the sound of the church 
bell was medicin to his soul. Like St. Paul he lied 
for the glory of God. He was a saint; the lady 
was a “sinner,” aiid lie had iio tüerey in his heart. 
He would crush and kill with the ding-dong of his 
murderous bell. 
Trinidad is one of the brightest cities in the West. 
It is called the picturesque queen of the mountains. 
It is the coal and coke depository of the West. 
There are about eight hundred square miles of coal 
deposits in this country. It can supply all the 
great West. The price of coal is from $115 to 
$2 a ton. An immense business will eventually be 
built up hete. A mountain stream flows through 
the heart of the city. It is called,“ Purgatory,” but 
it donveys iio such impfessión. The legefd is that 
&Ouls Were lost in the river, and hende its Hattie. 
The Indians eae the name into “ Picket Wire.” 
On the north is a lofty hight, Simpson’s Rest, in- 
closing the remains of the pioneer who gave it its 
name, over whose dust the monument points to the 
skies. On the South is Fisher's or Raton Peak, ten 
thousand feet above the sea. From these towering 
erests Yast and wonderful scenes stretch away for 
lüudreda af tailes—micuntains and pfairies glim- 
meritig in enci Eling glory. 
Trinidi1 is on the old emigrant route froti the 
states. It is the county seat of Las Animas county. 
It has a population of about ten thousand. There 
are about two thousand employees of the mines. 
The mountains and plains meet here in commercial 
intercourse. The miner, the farmer, the lumber- 
man, the quarryman, are all here. Trinidad has no 
rival within ninety miles. Itis called the Gate City. 
In every respect Trinidad occupies a fortunate po- 
sition. From the bowels of the earth to the bright 
blue skies above wealth gleams and flows for the 
benefit of man. And mingling with the beauty of 
_ earth and its mighty riches are the arts, the refine- 
inents, the splendor of liberty, and the blaze of 
ressoh and séience. SawvEL P. Pornam. 
Trinidad, Feb. 26,295. ° 


FN 


With reference to Colonel Ingersoll's remark that 
some Christians are such gluttons for punishment 
that besides consigning the. wicked to eternal per- 
dition after death, they would send them to jail in 
this world, I want to say that all believers are not 
so. My wife's grandmother, who was a Christian if 
everlasting preaching and praying can make one, was 
an example—at least during her married life. Being 
“unequally yoked” with an unbeliever, she was 
asked by her fellow-Christians how she could render 
wifely obedience and benevolence to such a man. 
She replied that she was thus complaisant towards 
him for the reason that she knew all the joy he ever 
got would be obtained in this world, and that any 
di-comfort she could subject her husband to would 
not be a priming to the trouble God would make 
for him in the next. So she bore up under afflic- 
tion with & resignation strengthened by that beau- 
tiful thought. When he kicked she did not hit him 
with the poker. Instead, she stirred the fire and 
thought how God's branding-iron was warming for 
John. And she would hav gone to heaven and 
been justified except for cne thing, and that was 
that John repented before his death and went there 
ahead of her, leaving her to twenty years of widow- 
hood, during whieh she was never quite satisfied 
in her mind that she had done a Christian’s duty. 
lt never occurred to her that there was a flaw in the 
system of religion which permits offenders to escape 
punishment here, and by repenting to avoid tne 
terrors of the hereafter. If anybody was to biame 
she felt sure that it was herself, and I am not cer- 
tain that she never asked God's pardon for not 
taking it out of John while she had him. It is his. 
torically probable that an occasional thumping 
would hay done him good. 


Observations. l 

The editor of the Voice (pious and prohibition) is 
biirning bridges behind him in a way that I call 
retkless: He says, in effect, that any Christian who 
believes that the wine manufactured by Christ at 
Oana of Galilee was alcoholic is a believer in intem- 
- perate drinking, and he quotes scripture in proof. 
. Here it is: The account (John ii, 10) tells us that 
the governor of the feast, after tasting the wine 
inade by Christ, remarked to the bridegroom : 
« Every man at the beginning doth set forth good 
wine; and when men hav well drunk, then that 
which is worse; but thou hast kept the good wine 
until now.” ; 

Dr. Funk, editor of the Voice, goes on to say: 
“That is, the guests had already * well drunk’ when 
this new instalment of wine was furnished them by 
Christ. Therefore. if the wine was alcoholic, Christ 
was encouraging not moderate drinking but intem- 
perance.’ How, inquires Dr. Funk, does any 
preacher holding to the alcoholic quality of the 
wine, dare to oppose intemperance and repudiate 
the Master? 

The most hopeless case I know of is that of the 
gospel-temperance enthusiasts, whose cause rests on 
the contention that the Oana wine was not alcoholic. 
They could just as convincingly argue that the 
loaves and fishes on which the multitude were fed 
contained no substance; that the calming of the 
storm by Jesus was unattended by a subsidence of 
the waves; that the money found in the mouth of 
the fish had no intrinsic value, and that the lite re- 
stored to Lazarus was devoid of animation. It 
would be as easy to make a crowd accept wind- 
pudding for bread and fish ; to convince a sailor 
that a storm is over when it isn't; to pass cou nte 


John McGlashan, who has just died in, Ukiah, 
Mendocino county, California, was a man worth 
knowing, 
| of us are good judges of human nature in general ; 


He was a rationalist in all-things. Some! 


John McGlashan was not only this, but a good 
judge of himself, and he would admit a mistake in 
conduct or an error in judgment with a candor that 
I never saw equaled by anybody else. He was so 
systematic that I think he had about all the affairs 
of life classified and labeled, and he was so fair that 
if convinced that any of them were marked wrong 
he would not go to bed at night until be changed 
the label. He was open-minded, and you could get 
to his understanding without having to climb over 
walls of prejudice, and without being kicked away 
from the door half a dozen times before you got iri. 
He rejected nothing as totally worthless so long as 
a reasonable plea could be made for its acceptance ; 
and, furthermore, he took nothing on faith. This 
mental state made him a Freethinker and an unbe- 
liever in the Christian religion. Approach him witk 
any proposition, religious, political or economic, andi 
he would ask, “ By what argument or proof do you 
support yotir assertion?” Then he would patiently 
listen. If your argument was conclusiv, you gaified 
a corivert ; but you couldn't humbug him. He was 
so careful in this matter that he would not even 
laugh at a joke until! he had conned it, weighed it, 
gone over it forward and backward, and tested its 
point. Then, if the pleasantry was found to be 
genuin, his countenance would be illuminated like 
the globe of an eleetrie light when the current ia 
turned on. He was even more slow to anger, so 
that when his wrath was once aroused it was likely 
to be righteous. 

Biographically speaking, Mr. McGlashan was borm 
in Scotland. He came to America when a boy, and 
learned the type founders’ trade—I think at the 
elder Bruce’s. He embarked later in the book and 
news business, always making money. Later still he 
went to Australia and raised sheep, beeoming fore- 
handed. He returned to San Francisco, and, as E 
hav been informed, established the book concern 
which has gtow into the. Bancroft Company, the 
largest dealers ou the Pacificcoast. Then he bought 
a ranch in Mendocino county, near the railway sta- 
tion iiow called Largo, where resides the Mr. Loug 
who officiated at his funeral. The ranch is to-day 
valued at upwards of $30,000, for John was sys- 
tematic, industrious, and thrifty. His handiwork is 
traced in the improvements of the country for miles 
around. When he got old enough and wealthy 
enough to quit manual labor, he removed to Ukiah, 
where he erected a house and laid out grounds the 
most attractiv in the city. He also built a large 
business block. He became a widower in 1887. Y 
first made his acquaintance when he came to San 
Francisco to purchase a family monument, which 
he designed should perpetuate not only his name 
but his principles. He spent a day or two looking 
through Freethought books for the proper inscrip- 
tions. Together we drew up a plan of the monu- 
ment, which in 1891 I found standing in all its lofty 
beauty in the cemetery at Ukiah, the front bearing 
these words: 

Whoever is afraid of submitting anv qaestion to the 
test of free discussion is more in love with his own opinion 
than with truth. 

Other sentiments expressed are: 

Credulity is not a virtue. Iavestigation is not a crime. 

Truth is a blessing to which all men hav an equal right 
by the laws of nature. Y. 

Reason was given man to be exercised. not stifled. Rear, 
son must be our guide and judge in everything. 

Some of the religious people of Ukiah objected to 
such a monument in a Christian cem»tery, but John 
was not deterred. His mind was made up, and if 
it had been necessary to put the shaft in a cannon 
and fire it into the burial grounds, I do not believe 
he would hav hesitated to take such a method be- 
fore consenting to a change of design or the erasing 
of a letter. 

In 1889, when he was upwards of seventy years 
of age, he remarried. his estimable wife being the 
daily journalist of Ukiah. I had the privilege of 
acting as best man at the wedding, and a year or 
two later he recognized my services by placing his 
infant daughter Jeanie on my knee. 

But good John McGlashan sleeps upon his pillow 
of dust. He regarded the notion of a future life as 
altogether “ inconsistent," and for him religion `f- 
fered no consolation; but he so lived that his mem- 
ory is a dear possession of all worthy to be his 
friends. He had the courage while living to inscribe 
his sentiments where for centuries they may be read 
by all who seek his grave; and Ido not need to bay 
been by his deathbed to witness to the philosophical 
calmness, the stern pride, and even the grim pleas- 
ure with which he relinquished his place among the 
living to find a couch beneath that monument 
through which, though dead, he might still speak 
his mind to the world. Gro. E. Macponarp. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Education Givs Hope. 

MancELINE, Mo., Feb. 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed is $5, which I 
cheerfully remit to you for books as per 
inclosed list. The basis of my hopes for 
the extinction of priestcraft are the pro- 
gress of knowledge and the increased ex- 
ercise of the reasoning faculties. Yours 

fraternally, CARL CURRY. | 


The Best Minds for the Best Minds. 

KERNvILLE, CAL., Feb. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: Mr. S. P. Putnam de- 
serves great credit. I hav read the good 
book, ‘‘Fonr Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Itis the best book I hav ever 
read. ''Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought " reflects the thoughts of the best 
of humsn minds and for the best of human 

mind, G. C. JORGENSEN. 


For the Fleckten Contest. 
Warertown, Minn., Feb. 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: You may put me down for 
$1 to help Mr. S. J. Fleckten, of Kandi- 
yohi, in his noble fight for a pure secular 
school. When ealled upon to remit this 
amount I shall do so with pleasure, and 
will double or treble it if possible, or as 
much as I can giv. 
Hoping that the orthodox meddlers will 
be completely routed, I remain, 
Yours for justice, 
Joun P. THORNQUEST. 


A Reminder. 

Los AnaEuts, CAL., Feb. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Please permit me to reply 
to J. S. Palmer's letter in your paper of 
February 2d. Is he not aware that Mrs. 
Slenker is already editing such a paper for 
the young as he mentions? And a worthy 
paper it is. The only complaint that can 
truthfully be made is its lack of support 
by Liberals themselvs. Will he not sub- 
scribe for the ‘‘ half dozen" copies—more 
if possible—and thus help the good cause 

along? - SADIE ATHENA Macoon. 


A Ponderous Missionary. 

Newark, N. Y., Feb. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: I want to do a little mis- 
sionary work for the cause of Freethought, 
which means justice, honor, morality, love, 
and mercy to all. Therefore you will find 
$6 50 for one year’s subscription to your 
paper, and ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” I want this valuable book 
to lend around among my friends, as I hav 
one myself. It isa great book when read 

understandingly. 

Yours truly for the welfare of humanity, 

Wu. H. H. STEBBINS. 


A Winter Plague. 
SOMERVILLE, IND., Feb. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I inelose $1.50 to renew 
my subscription for six months. We hav 
very few Freethinkers in my neighbor- 
hood, and those rarely express themselvs. 
Revivals are the constant plague through 
the winter season. The ministers shoot 
old Satan with the gospel gun; then the 
superstitions of the people are thoroughly 
aroused. But in the near future may the 
light of Freethought rule and govern our 
people and reasoning shake off the shackles 
of the fear of eternal punishment and 
teach them to liv for the advancement of 
humanity and liberty. W. C. Lemme. 
Liberal Enough to Borrow. 
MecuanicssurG, Iur., Feb. 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $4 25 to be 
applied to renewed subscription and for 
books. Iam gettin? old. I hav lived out 
the allotted time, 70 years, and still want 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and as many books as 
I can find time to read. There are plenty 
of Freethinkers in this town and surround- 
ing country, and they are becoming more 
numerous. Some of them speak out bold- 
ly, while some are backward. But one 
copy of THe TRUTH SEEKER comes to 
this place, and I think it is read by more 
` people than any other paper that is taken 
here. Yours in the good cause, 
A. H. MARTIN. 


Down With th» Sabbath Laws. 
HaurnTOoN, Feb., 1895. 
Msz. Eprror: The two petitions to be 
presented to our legislature, asking it to 


| churches, Ex-Judge Strong of the United 


de away with a law that is so objectionable 
to the people that it cannot be enforced, 
are in circulation for signatures. Be so 
good as to send me six more petitions 
that I may hand them to others to circu- 
late for names. 

Now we are in for one. of our demands 
let us make as good a fight for it as our 
enemies wil make a defense. They will 
think the more of us than if we allowed 
them to beat us as they so many times hav 
done. When we are done with those con- 
temptible laws and hav gained one point, 
then we will try another. Taxation is the 
next fight, andin that we are pretty sure 
of success, for if we circulated petitions 
asking that all property belonging to 
saints and sinners pay the same rate of 
taxation, withovt exemption, enough 
would unite in so doing that we could get 
that for which we hav so long contended. 
The signs of the time are encouraging, 
and if we are as activ as our enemies we 
shall succeed. 

I am well acquainted with our state 
senators and our member. I shall labor 
with them both in this matter. 

Sincerely, your fellow laborer in this 
cause, CannroN HicE. 

Official Stupidity. 
CriNTOoN, Ia., Feb. 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Since I wrote you last I 
hav got converted, and now I feel like 
telling you to believe or be damned to 
you. Itis like this: On last Saturday the 
census man called. Heasked me my name 
and where I was born, and I told him as 
nearly as I could. Heasked, ‘‘ What relig- 
ion?” I told him I was just out of that 
article, and didn’t hav any. He says, 
‘What church do you lean toward?” I 
said, ‘‘None.” He says, ‘‘ What do you 
call yourself?" I said, ‘‘I call myself a 
Freethinker, but many folks call me In- 
fidel.” Then he asked my wife, and she 
said she didn't hsv any religion any more. 
So I told him I thought the best thing he 
could do would be to put us down Noth- 
ingarians. He wrote something in his 
book. I didn’t see what it was, but I hav 
been told since that they put down every 
one as Protestant who says he is not 
Catholic. Now, that is how I became a 
Christian. It’s a little rough to hav them 
swell their numbers from among Free- 
thinkers in that way, but, so far as I am 
concerned, I will see to it that the weekly 
collection will not suffer any by swelling. 
Oh, how it would please me to see every 
lazy bigot hav to work and earn an honest 
living! James A, GREENHIUL. 


Seeker: I think it is the duty of all truly 
liberal minded people to speak out in 
meeting and let the world know what they 
think of the rotten creeds and soured dog- 
mas taughtthem by the sky pilots. The 
29th day of Tanuary dawned and found 
the intelligent people of Andover and vi- 
cinity in high spirits over the coming cele- 
bration in honor of the birth of Thomas 
Paine, since it was the first to be held in 
or near the town. But all of this time the 
Christians were not asleep, as is their 
natural state. They circulated a great 
many lies as to what we were going to do. 
They had never heard of such a thing be- 
fore. We had a hall spoken for and were 
intending to occupy the same when, not 
to our astonishment, we found that a 
preacher’s better half had fooled us out of 
it by writing to the owner a letter telling 
him of the nse to which it was to be put. 
The owner happened to be a preacher, so 
he immediately sent a reply, ordering the 
agent here not to let us hsv the hall for 
any consideration. Then we got the G. 
A. R. Hall. They also had a free supper 
in the M. E. church. In spite of free 
suppers and people with scales over their 
eyes we had a good audience. We joked 
them for celebrating Paine’s birthday. 
They said it was not Paine’s birth they 
were honoring, but the birth of the state 
of Kansas. They were beat at their own 
game, for, as every intelligent person 
knows, Kansas was made a state on the 
29th of January by its truly honorable 
governor in honor of Paine’s birthday. 
Yours for truth and justice, 
Lorrie WoLFE. 


A Liberal Engineer’s Troubles. 
CLEVELAND, O., Jan. 30, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 to 
pay for your grand paper till I get value 
received. I havread your paper for about 
six months, and after I read them I dis- 
tribute them to Liberal friends. I would 
like to buy a great many of the Liberal 
books you advertise. Ilately sent through 
a newsdealer for Heston’s book, the 
“Old Testament Comically Illustrated," 
with which I hav already liberated a few 
persons. I cannot, at present, send for 
Liberal books as I wish to; it is because I 
hav been persecuted by Christians in a 
way that will be hard for you to believe. 
Isend you clippings from papers that you 
may better understand my case. 

I hav been an engineer for about eight 
years. Last July an engineer left his 
placeand put me in. He was a strict Chris- 
tian, brought up in & small town. He 
later on heard that I was & Liberal, there- 
fore he hated me. This year I tried to get 
my license renewed, and this man told the 
examiner what a bad man I was, so he 
went against me. He refused me a license. 
Then there was a committee appointed to 
examin me—Mr. Murphy, Mr. Welsh, 
Mr. O’Brien, al] Catholics, although 
O’Brien is more Libera] than the others, 
He said to me: ‘‘ You are to be examined 
by three Catholics.” Isaid, ‘‘If they are 
just, that is all I ask.” After examination 
O’Brien said to me that I would hav had 
an easier time of it if I had been a Catho- 
lic. 

I am a Freethinker, and always shall be, 
and am proud of it. This persecution has 
cost me one week’s sickness and two 
months of trouble, and $23,88. Yes, I am 
loyal to our cause. I hav now pnt the 
whole matter into a lawyer’s hand, so it is 
not ended yet. 

Sometimes I am almost discouraged, but 
Ishallnever giv up. I realize that only 
through your paper can I get sympathy 
and friends. I ama friend to everyone, 
but not everyone is a friend to me. 

At examination they asked me sixty-six 
questions. I missed one, and on account 
of that one they tried to down me. I am 
only twenty-four years old, and am a Lib- 
eral only a little over one year. An old 
engineer told me to read the Bible through 
and mark every verse that did not accord 
with love, morality, and justice. I did so, 
and hav read the Bible through three 
times, and you ought to seeit. I found 
and counted 1,725 foul verses—1,400 in the 
Old Testament, and 325 in the New Testa- 
ment. God murdered and hated, at differ- 
ent times, 3,000—2,500 in the Old Testa- 
ment, and 500 in the New Testament. 
Murders and wars 1,350—1.050 in the Old 
Testament, a.d 300 in the New Testament. 


The Theocratie Leaders. 

EpMoNobs, WasH., Feb. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprros: Wil you giv me the 
names of the most noted ministers who 
advocate ''God-in the-Constitution," and 
the church to which they belong? Iknow 
there was one noted Unitarian in the list, 
and I particularly want his name, as I 
madea statement in a lecture the other 
night that was challenged that I know is 

true, though the name has escaped me, 

P. C. Mruus. 
[Rev. A. D. Mayo, of the Unitarians, is 
probably the elergyman our correspond- 
ent had in mind, or possibly he may hav 
been thinking of Rev. A. A. Miner, Uni- 
versalist, of Tuft's College, who was for 
years a vice-president of the National Re- 
form Association (God-in-the Constitution. 
party), and is still warmly attached to its 
principles. A majority of the ministers 
who are engineering the theocratic move- 
ment are Presbyterians, largely of the 
Covenanter division, although there are 
prominent Methodists, Episcopalians, and 
others in the scheme, including at least 
one Quaker, Josiah Leeds, of Philadel- 
phia. Rev. D. McAilister, Rev. Wilbur 
F. Crafts, Rev. T. P. Stevenson, Rev. R. 
C. Wylie, Rev. H. H. George, Rev. J. M. 
Foster, are among the more activ work- 
ers in the crusade, although there are 
others who are of more exalted rank in the 


States Supreme Court was one of its offi- 
cers while he was on the bench, and ex- 
Gov. Robért E. Pattison is one of the many 
lay friends of the party.—Ep, T. S.] 


Christians Celebrating Paine’s Birthday. 
ANDOVER, Kan., Feb. 7, 295, 
Mr. EDITOR AND FRIENDS or THA TRUTH 


Truths and morals in the Old Testament 
500; in the New Testament 300. In the 
whole Bible, 800. 

Liberal men and women, I ask your 
friendship, sympathy, and advice. You 
are also welcome to write to me if you 
wish. I shal] try to answer all your letters. 
Hoping to be able to always take your 
paper, Iam, Yours very respectfully, 

FreD MORLOCK, 1586 E. Madison av. 


Two Cruel Prayers. 
STRASBURG, Iun., Feb. 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: The following is an exact 
translation from the Arabic of the official 
prayer of Islam, which is used throughout 
Turkey and daily repeated in the Cairo 
“Azhar” University by 10,000 Mohamme- 
dan students from all lands: 

‘t T seek refuge with Allah from Satan, 
the accursed. In the name of Allah, the 
Compassionate, the Merciful! O Lord of 
all Creatures! O Allah! Destroy the in- 
fidels and polytheists, thine enemies, the 
enemies of thy religion! O Allah! Make 
their children orphans, and defile their 
abodes, and cause their feet to slip, and 
giv them, and their families, and their 
households, and their women, and their 
children, and their relativa by marriage, 
and their brothers, and their friends, and 
their possessions, and their race, and their 
wealth, and their lands, ss booty to the 
Moslems, O Lord of all Creatures ! 

‘In all the other religions of even the 
semi-civilized nations of the globe,” says 
the Philadelphia Record, commenting 
upon this, ‘‘ there can be no prayer found 
to parallel thiscruel appeal of Islam to the 
spirit of inhumanity. Bulgaria, Damas- 
cus, Lebanon, and Armenia may or may 
not be mere hotbeds of anti Turkish in- 
trigue; with such a national prayer Turkey 
stands self-condemned before the world !" 

We refer the Philadelphia Record to the 
109th Psalm of the holy or unholy Bible to 
find its parallel or match, beginning with 
the 6th verse and reading to and including 
the 20th: 


‘Set thou a wicked man over him; and 
let Satan stand at his right hand. en 
he shall be judged let him be condemned: 
and let his prayer become sin. Let his 
days be few, and let another take his office. 
Let his children be fatherless, and his wife 
a widow. Let his children be continually 
vagabonds, and beg; let them seek their 
bread also out of their desolate places. 
Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; 
and let the strangers spoil his labor. Let 
there be none to extend merey unto him: 
neither let there be any to favor his fath- 
erless children. Let his posterity be cut 
off; and in the generation following let 
their name be blotted out. Let the iniquity 
of his fathers be remembered with the 
Lord; and let not thesins of his mother 
be blotted out. Let them be before the 
Lord continually, that he may cut off the 
memory of them from the earth.  Be- 
eause that he remembered not to show 
mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy 
man, that he might even slay the broken 
in heart. As he loved cursing, so let it 
come unto him: as he delighted not in 
blessing, so let it be far from him. As he 
clothed himself with cursing like as with 
his garment, so let it come into his bowels 
like water, and like oil into his bones. 
Let it be unto him as the garment which 
covereth him, and fora girdle wherewith 
he is girded continually. Let this be the 
reward of mine adversaries from the Lord, 
and of them that speak evil against my . 
soul." 


Yours truly. H. BERNHARD. 


Let'ers from Leeturers—A Suggestion. 
Cni104a0, Irr., Jan. 27, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: I think there is nothing 
you publish in THE TRUTH SEEKER more 
interesting to the general reader than the 
letters from the lecturers in the lecture 
field. It was said in Theodore Parker's 
time that there was no preacher in America 
who had such general knowledge of every- 
thing as the noted antislavery preacher 
who filled Music Hall, Boston, every 
Sunday. And I heard a noted Boston 
lecturer account for the fact in this way: 
For many years Mr. Parker traveled 
the country as a publie lecturer, speaking 
in nearly all the large and small towns 
throughout the country. He usually had . 
a day or so to spend in nearly every place, 
and he made it a point to look up the most 
interesting institution in the town, the 
one that the people of the town most 
prided themselvs upon, and then he would 
fully investigate it, and learn as much 
about it as it was possible to learn in so 
brief a period of time—then, after he came 
home, he was able to often make a good 
point or illustration from this knowledge 
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inone of his sermons or leotures. This | Freethought lectures, saying afterwards. | causes should be investigated and over- | mand appears to be another of those little 
has suggested to me that by following that | when accused of this, that he did it because | come, But what are we going to do about | ‘‘ blnff games” in which Jehovah seemed 
method our traveling Freethought preach- | he felt that these lectures were poisoning | it? In most cases we do well if we educate | to take so much delight in those good old 
ers might make themeelvs still more valu- | the minds of the poople. Well, copies of | our own household, while church dogma | days. l 
able teachers to us readers, through THE the aforesaid resolutions were sent to the | is being taught from countless pulpits at The foul crime of murder smells so rank 
TRUTH SEEKER and others of our weekly resident minister, Mr. Loyd, and toa Bap. | least once a week. To be sure, we hav the | in the nostrils of the deity that he has 
Freethought papers. tist evangelist, by name J. Lawrence Rodg- | argument, but the subject isdeep, and there | devoted to its denunciation amidst his 
To more fully illustrate: Mr. Putnam | ers, who is now stepping here. Both de- | is but a small proportion of the people who | Sinaitieal thunderings only four words 
spends a day somewhere in the far West, | clined to debate the question, saying: | will get evidence and do their own think- | averaging four letters each. The only 
or as to that matter, in any town. He} ‘‘ We could not hope to giv lucid outlines | ing. A united effort to establish places in | crime that our laws consider deserving of 
finds, by inquiry, that this town is the | of our belief in ten or a dozen lectures, | towns where the facts of the case could be | oapi'al punishment has been scarcely 
only place in the United States, or at least | much less in a single haphazard discus- | promulgated by competent speakers would | worth introducing into these divine com- 
one of two or three place, where a certain | sion." A committee was at once appointed | answer the purpose, but it would be likely | mands, and has been so introduced as to 
article is manufactured—a thing in eom- | to notify them that it was not haphazard | to throw the clergy into such rage that we | bardly distinguish whether it pertains to 
mon use, it may be, but that but few | discussions that we wanted, but clear and | might get another dark age. the killing of our fellowmen or of the wild 
understand how it is manufactured—out | lucid arguments, and that they might hav With all our boasted civilization, we | beasts of the forest. So with the seventh, 
of what materials, by what methods, etc. | as many lectures as they thought neces- | hardly dare do our own thinking. This I | eighth, and ninth. The foulest crimes on 
If Mr. Putnam will go to the proprietors | sary. Mr. Rogers still declined to debate, | was obliged to do from my surroundings. | our statute books are expressed in as brief 
they will be more than glad to giv him all | but Mr. Loyd,- being notified by Mr. | A baptized son of Christian parents, I had | a manner as possible; for these stone tables 
the information he desires on this subject, | Phelps that his sermon the previous Sun- | allthe instructions of such unfortunates up | must be as hard as flint, and the Lord 
as they will see at once it will bea good | day on ‘‘The Fulfilment of Prophecy” | to the age of sixteen. From twelve I made | must be weary of carving by this time. 
advertising scheme for tham. Then Mr. | was full of weak spots which he, Mr. | my own way unassisted, obtained scientific The last command is too arbitrary and 
Putnam will put it into his letter to Tam | Phelps, proposed to show up, came out | education. succeeded in partially disposing | ridiculous to be debated. If we are hun- 
TRUTA SEEKER, and all the readers will | with his *' notes” and a newspaper article | of the superstitions hanging to me, began | gry we must not wish in our hearts for the 
get this valuable information. These | to read, intending, no doubt, to make a | to reason on religion with the same process | food that burdens the table of the wealthy. 
letters would make Tus TRUTH SEEKER an reply to the lecture. But his religious | as governs in science, and my faith van- | If we are cold we must not long for the 
interesting paper for all who were dealing | zeal overcame his good manners to such | ished. I returned to theology, but allis | robes that are passing us each moment in 
in that kind of goods, and also to many of an extent that he interrupted Mr. Phelps | discord with nature, a mind-created phi- | pompousluxury. The merchant may close 
the consumers. in the midst of his lecture by clapping his | losophy, and I find myself an unbeliever, | his shop; no one desires his merchandise, 
This would be in the direct line of|handslong and loudly. Mr. Phelps asked | with reverence only for the laws of nature | Thy neighbor has a house to sell, a horse, 
Freethought, for Freethought proposes to | ‘What’s that ?" Mr, Loyd replied, ‘‘ How | by which my existence was brought about, | a sheep, an ox, or an ass; we do not covet 
reform the world by educating the people. | absurd, how absurd!" and started in to giv | For this the Christians may look upon me | them, he may keep his own. Trade stag- 
That is the only true ‘method of reform. | us an ‘‘exegetic treatment” (ashe would | with contempt as though a criminal, but | nates, business comes to a standstill, hu- 
If T may be allowed to digress a little from | say) of his views. But Mr. Phelps ‘‘ knew | I feel proud of my discovery and position, | manity dies and decays because wa obey 
the special subject of this letter, I will say | his rights and dared maintain them,” giv- | and am satisfied that my morality, based | the tenth commandment. 
that in my opinion the world can be re- | ing Mr. Loyd  well-merited and scathing | on justice and right, is on a higher level| So of the ten commandments the Lord 
formed only by education—by real genuin | rebuke. He was compelled, however, to | than that of a Christian for reward or fears | spake unto Moses; six are entirely disre- 
knowledge. For instance: Everyone de-| threaten to swear out a complaint before | of punishment. garded, and the four least are incorporated 
sires to be happy. Therefore, every per- | this ‘‘meek and lowly follower of the] I would like to set some of my friends | in our legislation. - 
son does those things and follows that | blessed Jesus" would sit quiet and await | to do a little thinking for themselvs, and | We cannot dwell at length on all the 
course and those practices that he thinks | his turn to speak. Mr. Phelps kindly di- | would like to hav you send me the books | commands issued from the darkness of 
wil bring him the most enjoyment. If | vided his time with him, though, and then | named herein. Inclosed please find $6, | Sinaias recorded in the following chapters. 
the inebriate could be educated so that he | Mr. Loyd had the unmitigated gall (in the | which I think will cover cost. They belong to au age of superstition, of 
could see plainly that he could acquire | face of his ineffectual attempt to close the | Yours very truly, A. Strama, M.D. ignorance and slavery. But what a mem. 
more real happiness by remaining sober | hall against us) to say that he believed in ——- ory Moses must hav had to treasure all 
than by getting intoxicated he would re- | free thought and investigation himself. these remarks and record them in after life 
main sober. So with the thief. So with | Yes, free thought so long as you think as for the guidance of the children of Israel 
the miser. So with every other class. The | he does, and investigation within pro- and what must hav been his feeling of 
trouble is, they are searching for happiness | scribed limits; after that, compulsion. No, chagrin and vexation when, after he had 
` in the dark without the light of the lamp | thank you, we want no such shadow of a undergone all this nervous and meutal 
of education, and they therefore make | glorious reality. A portion of the Chris- strain, he returned to the valley and found 
great mistakes. If for the last eighteen | tian element here signed and presented a his faithless followers worshipiug the 
hundred years we had been blest with | petition to send away somewhere for a golden calf made with hands instead of the 
educators in place of preachers, we might | minister to debate with Mr. Phelps, and almighty calf he had left thandering aud 
all hav known by this time how to acquire | this plan was agreed upon, the question bellowing on Mount Sinai! 
real, genuin happiness. Therefore I hay | to read, ** Resolved, That the Bible is en- But when we turn to the New Testa- 
written this letter to Tue TRUTH Szexzr | tirely of human origin and inculcates an ment we are coming nearer home. Here 
for the purpose of urging it upon our | imperfect code of morals.” This debate we hav the second person of the trinity 
traveling lecturers to become our instruct- | must begin inside of thirty days and con- denouncing divorce, which is readily 
ors. I believe if they would make a | tinue at least six evenings, two hours each granted by any civilized court; aud saying 
specialty of this kind of work you would | evening. à the first and greatest commandment is to 
see hundreds of people in search of our| Yours in the interest of free thought, love the Lord thy God with all thy heart 
Liberal journals who do not now care for | free speech, and free press, eto., **and the second is like unto it, Thou 
them; for, thanks to Freethought, the peo- BERTHA WILSON FOREMAN. shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Any 


ple are beginning to learn that it is real i ; : : remarks on this point would be superflu- 
scientific knowledge that they need, not Mast Giy SRE We Would Kill ous. It is enough tosay that one clause in 
superstition and fable. H. L. GREEN. ° i iate, ‘° - 

p Lennox, S. Dax., Feb. 12, 1895. the passage is very appropriate, ‘* The sec 


à ond is like unto it,” for surely two com- 
ion 1 ict cae Dno y. i aa mands were never better mated. 
about six weeks ago. My first impressions FIRMIS, We read dH. Tamos a A0; that 


: : ** whosoever shall keep the whole law and 
of its benefits to mankind were not elat- I à ; s; ` 
ing, but as I became better acqusinted yet offənd in one point, he is guilty of all,” 


with its contents I began to admire the so that when a mau is convicted of lifting 


pluck of its promoters in trying to purge chickens he should be incarcerated for 
the present civilization of its barbarian arson, and if he is found guilty of petty 


snperstitions, and this in the face of the larceny he should be hanged for murder. 


- Methinks there is much wisdom here. 
army of doctors whose very existence de- Asa the lawa of mau founded on tis] 
pends on the prevalence of disease. This of divine inspiration? Then would ane 
was the first literature of the kind that I PRX our 


- Streets run red with the blood of persecu- 
ever read, and I was somewhat surprised MODE 
at its boldness; but my experience with tion; then would our old women be burned 


educated and self-thinking men has led as witches, and our children bound oat as 


; 5 slaves; the dearest ties of humanity be 
nas a elieve that the de y of oils re trampled in the dust, and misfortune, from 
DGOS Or FOE DOM TAPAAN, DTN waay. birth or accident, be branded as the black- 
do not care to show it. In fact, this has est orimes on the calendar 
been my own plan. I would look pora .No! Reason has snatched the reins 
Ohristian with pity, not for m d istonce from Superstition. Humanity hag sup- 
(for nature would be as impartial to him " me 
as she is to all), but for his lack of knowl- planted blind Fanatioism. The world 


edge of the vast amount of positiv evidence moves on toward the goal of Liberty and 
ity. Knowledg i - 
in nature that his faith is based on absurd Equality. Reason, Knowledge, Soience- 


ae Trini abli 
superstitions, and for me to relieve him of thie ix tho Trinity we hav established, and 


i in jud t to educate hi itis one that will endure. The day is not 
wise D m a far off when the last shade of superstition 
in science, no small undertaking when we : 


À e ph will be obliterated, and the world will 
consider the knowledge-gathering ability emerge at last into the full lightof Liberty 
of such and the material to be benefited. and Truth. W P Diar 
Your articles no doubt will reach all such 
as are unable to pursue the sciences for 
deeper foundation, think no one rec- 
ognizes more keenly thanIdo the hin- 
drance to the mental development of man- 
kind that these superstitious teachings are; 
how, from infanoy, the basis of our reason 
is dwarfed by them, which later in life 
causes submission to conditions whose 


God's Law and Man's Law. 
Brrwiok, Deo. 29, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Not once, nor twice, but 
many times hav we heard it urged that the 
laws of man are founded on the laws of 
God; meaning those unjust and arbitrary 
commandslaid down in that volume known 
as Holy Writ. Just how far the laws of 
man are in accordance with the commands 
of the Christian and Hebrew deity I will 
attempt to show. i 

Turning first to the Ten Command- 
ments, which the almighty sculptor en- 
'graved on two tables of stone amid the 
thunderings and lightnings of Mt. Sinai, 
we find the two greatest of these, the first 
and second, to which the prophet has de- 
voted four verses of holy writ, entirely 
disregarded by our civil governments and 
every man worshiping whatsoever god he 
pleases. As to the third, imagin the 
consequence if a fine were imposed every 
time the name of the Ohristian deity was 
taken in vain. Methinks if the recording 
angel himself keeps the weekly accounts 
straight, he must sit up late Saturday night 
to balance his books. 

** Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.” This is a point on which so much 
has been said and written, in the past year 
or two, that it would be superfluous f r 
me to add more Suffice it to say that the 
command reads, literally, ‘‘The seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God," 
and that, instead of this command being 
favored and supported by our **Christian 
government,” a few zealous Adventists and 
Jews are harassed and persecuted for 
keeping the day that the Lord commanded 
them to keep, and along with these a few 
honest skeptics are fined and imprisoned 
for laboring on the very day of the week 
on which the almighty laid the foundations 
of heaven and earth. But as the Sabbath 
was changed by the successors of St. 
Peter, we are to understand, I suppose, 
that God didn’t know his own business, 
and instead of laying off the seventh day, 
he should hav pegged away at his creation 
contract harder than ever, and taken the 
first day of the week to hold prayer-meet- 
ings and redeem the souls he had predes- 
tined to eternal punishment. 

The fifth command it would be difficult 
for any civil government to maintain in a 
free and enlightened country. A child’s 
conscience is its own, and no civil Jaw has 
any bearing on it whatever. Even those 
who attempt to keep the law from a sense 
of religious duty seldom appear to liv any 
longer in consequence. This fifth com- 


Characteristic Clerical Contortions. 
Nreomo, CAL., Jan. 14, 1895. 

Mr. Evrror: If you wiil kindly giv me 
space in your valuable paper I will tell 
your readers of the lively times a Free- 
thought lecturer has been causing here, 
and of a characteristic attempt by a minis- 
ter of the gospel to suppress the truth. 
There are many Freethinkers in and about 
Nipomo, though quite unorganized as yet. 
So when Mr. O. A. Phelps, of Colorado, 
came here and offered to giv us a series of 
lectures at very reasonable terms, we glad- 
ly accepted. Ministers and all were cor- 
dially invited and Mr. Phelps opened the 
ball New Year's eve by a lecture on **What 
is Freethought ?" This was followed by 
‘The Fall of Man," ‘‘Moses,” ‘*Do Sci- 
ence and the Bible Agree ?" *"The Non- 
fulfilment of Prophecy,” and ‘‘The Plan 
of Redemption.” The first of this series 
is very good and each succeeding one is 
better. Mr. Phelps is a rousing lecturer, 
and the Freethinkers of Nipomo stand 
ready to recommend him to all who want 
to hear ‘‘the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing butthe truth.” After each lecture 
Mr. Phelps offered the floor to anyone who 
wished to make any comments or criti- 
cisms. As noone at first availed himself 
of this opportunity, resolutions were passed 
challenging the ministers to open discus- 
sion on the great subject of religion. In 
the meantime, Mr. L. D. Loyd, the resi- 
dent M, E. minister, after hearing the first 
lecture, ‘‘hied him straight away ” to 
the lady who owns the large hall here, and 
used all his influence to close it against 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiange for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the uight is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations | 
That ts known as the Children’s Hour. 


How Grandma Danced. 


‘Grandma told me all abont it 

"Told me so I couldn't doubt it, 

“How she danced, my grandma danced, 
Long sgo. 


How she held her pretty head, 

How her dainty skirt she spread, 

Smiling little rose! 

How she turned her little toes, 
Long ago. 


Graudma's hair was bright and sunny, 
Dimpled cheeks too, ab! how funny! 
Really quite a pretty girl, 

Long ago. 


Bless her! why, she weats & cap, 

Grandma doe’, snd takes a nap 

Every single day; and yet 

Grandma danced the minuet 
Long ago. 


Now she sits there rocking, rocking, 
Always knitting grandpa's stocking; 
(Every girl was.taught to knit 

Long ago.) 


Yet her figure is 80 neat 

Y can almost see her now 

Bending to her partner's bow, 
‘Long ago. 


Grandpa says our modern jumping, 

Hopping, rushing, whirling, bumpirg, 

Would hav shocked the gentle folk, 
Long ago. 


No, they moved with stately grace, 
Everything in proper place; 
Glidiug slowly forward, then 
Slowly curtsyinz back again, 
Long ago. 
—Er. 


— -".Éo—— 


Marion Hepburn's Eeresy. 
[con TINUED.] 

This sign on the front of a respectable 
looking house caught her attention. Go- 
ing up the steps, she rang the bell, anda 
matronly woman opened the door. 

** I wish to look at the furnished rooms 
you hav to let, if it is no troubla.” 

**Oh, no, not the slightest trouble. 
Walk, in please." 

Up one flight they went, and the land- 
lady opening the door, Marion was shown 
a large front room. It was divided by a 
creton curtain, into & bed-room and sit- 
ting-room, and was very comfortably fur- 
nished. 

** How much do you ask for this room," 
the young lady inquired. 

‘Three dollars a week without board, 
and six dollars with board." 

“Iwill take it," she replied, drawing 
her purse from her pocket and paying the 
landlady for a week in advance, 

After giving her name Miss Hepburn 
said, '*Of course I shall want to stay to- 
night, the week to begin with to day if the 
room is ready for occupancy.” i 

** Yes, itis ready; there is a firein the 
stove, and the room is warm and the bed 
is wellaired. You want nothing to-night?” 

** No, thank you.” 

“Of course you will hav breakfast in 
the morning? What time?" 

** At half-past seven, if it is not too 
early." 

** Not at all. 
six.” 

The landlady then left the room, while 
our young friend took off her cost and 
hat,&nd sat in a chair facing the warm 
fire, and in a few moments was lost in 
thought. 

Within the four walls of her room no 
‘young children could be contaminated 
with heresy; no parents and other Chris- 
tians shocked, and no unkind words be 
said to her. Here, in the solitude of her 

room, with books full of deep and earnest 
thought for her companions, she could 
pass many a quiet and happy hour. 

During the past two years she had man- 
aged to save about three hundred dollars. 
Not being a vain woman, no more was 
spent on dress than was necessary, while 
a few dollars were invested in books that 
afforded her much enlightenment and 
pleasure. So long as the money lasted she 
would be safe from the pangs of poverty 


We rise every morning at 


and want; but if everyone was going to 
treat her as her former mistress and her 
aunt had done, the future was indeed 
gloomy. 

She soon aroused herself from her 
meditativ mood, and being tired, and the 
hour late, she undressed, and was soon 
lost in a deep sleep beneath the covers of 
a warm feather bed. 

A week passed quickly, and she had not 
proenred another situation. Her books 
and belongings had been moved into her 
new sbode. The food was as good and 
wholesome as could be had anywhere; the 
room wae warm and cozy, and, except for 
the want of something to do, she was 
happy and contented. 

Write to whom she might, zo to what- 
ever place of which she conld hear, it 
seemed as if no one wanted her. She ad- 
vertised, but the advertisment brought 
scarcely any replies, and what few she did 
get were from those who wanted teachers 
that were religious. Surely the world was 
going mad! A religious fever must hav 
attacked the population. Wherever she 
wént, it was not ** What can you do?" but 
‘“ I suppose you attend some church and 
believe in religion?” Of course a negativ 
answer. brought the reply, ‘‘ Then we can 
not employ you." What a spectacle for 
thoughtful minds! A world, millions of 
years old, has, as yet, produced human 
beings able only to say, ‘Of course you 
hav a religion,” and having no conception 
of the principles of toleration or religious 
freedom. 

A month passed. and then another month. 
No work yet. How disheartening, when 
one is willing and honest, to be compelled 
to waste so much time in profitless leisure. 
The money she had saved was fast dwind- 
ling away, and suppose it gave ont before 
she vrocured another position? What 
then? 

Cannot we pardon people when they, 
brushed aside by all the world, without 
one word of sympathy to cheer the droop- 
ing heart, to encourage the saddened soul, 
with cheeks tear-stained, are forced to 
exclaim, ‘My God! why hast thou for- 
saken me?" When the body is weakened 
by want, and the spirit crushed by oppres- 
sion, the teachings of thousands of years, 
transmitted by heredity, find voice in this 
ery of despair. 

Three months passed. No work. Why 
wasit? Other girls were more fortunate 
in procuring work. It seemed strauge to 
her, snd what was there to do? Surely she 
had done everything that was proper to 
do in the endeavor to procure employment, 
Up early and late, wasting stamps in writ- 
ing letters to which no answers came; 
walking almost everywhere, riding only 
now and then, but her trouble was all in 
vain. Epwarp Dozson. 

[TO B5 CONTINUED, ] 
— 


Correspondence. 


Kress, I. T., Feb. 16, 1895. 
Miss Susan Wixon : I take the pleature 
of writing my first letter to the Children's 
Corner. If this does not go in the waste 
basket I will write often. My papa is a 
Freetbinker and reads Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 
I bav just started to read the Children’s 
Corner, and I like it very much. Mr. J. 
E. Remsburg lectured here on False Claims 
of the Church. All the preachers are go. 
ing wild here. I will close my letter now. 

I remain your friend in truth, 
HANNAH BECKER. 


[Here is your letter in print, Hannah. 
Now write again. 


Davenport, Wasa., Feb. 10, 1895. 

Farxwo Miss Wrxon: I will now take 
the pleasure of writing to the Corner, and 
thank you for ** Apples of Gold.” I hay 
read it through and I think it just splen- 
did. I hav read ''The Story Hour” and 
I think it is very good. I hav also read 
“ John's Way,” ** Little Lessons,” ‘‘ Infi- 
del School Teacher,” and I think they are 
excellent. Pa got ‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought,” and he thinks Mr. Put- 
nam is a grand old man.  Onr school 
teacher, Mr. Bird Samuels, asked a boy in 
the second reader who made the trees ; he 
replied ** man made the trees." This did 
not suit the teacher. Just then his little 
sister spoke up and said '*God made 
them.” Then he wasallright. Butif we 
let the rabbits and gophers eat all they 
wanted God’s trees would soon go to ruin. 
The teacher asked my brother Henry if 
he thought he was a Christian. He an- 
swered **No, according to the Bible there 
is not a Christian in the world ;” and we 


showed him in the Bible where it says that 
believers can drink any deadly thing and 
it shallnot hurt them. (Mark, 16th chap 
ter, 16th to 20th verse.) I would like to 
correspond with some of the boys and 
girls of the Corner. Yours for liberty, 
DWIN SELDE. 


{No fear of Edwin. When he grows to 
be à man there will be some heavy blows 
leveled at superstition. But we would say 
that Nature made the trees. Your papa is 
right concerning Mr. Putnam, but he is 
not an old man by any meáns. —— E. C. C. 


WauPaQa, Wis., Feb. 8, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I will tell a story 
about mtd-turtles, which I hav been ob- 
serving with much interest this past sum- 
mer. Mud-turtles livin low, muddy water. 
They may be seen on bright davs sitting 
ou the logs sunning themselvs. There are 
large and small ones, and when they hear 
a noise theyall gosprawling into the water, 
and when they no longer see or hear any- 
thing thev all come swimming up again. 
Along in May or June thev come crawling 
upin the.fields and gardens to lay their 
eggs. You may think it strange that these 
slow-coaches go a mile to lay their eggs. 


One turtle lays from twelve to fifteen eggs | 


in one hole. The hole is about two inches 
across and six or eight inches deep. She 
uses her foot to dig the hole. She puts 
the eggs in so tightly that you can hardly 
get the first one out. The white is as clear 
as crystal, and the yolk isa pale yellow. 
The shell resembles a soft-shelled egg. 
The shell is tough, and you cannot break 
it by dropping it, but you hav to pull it 
apart. One morning our horse Prince was 
going to the river for a drink, and he saw 
a mud-turtle in the path, and he smelt to 
see what it was, and it bit him on the nose. 
And not feeling satisfied with his first 
attempt he smelt a little closer, and this 
time the turtle bit him on the lip. Some 
turtles are timid, and when you meet them 
in the path they will draw themselvs into 
their shells, but others will show fight when 
disturbed. Inez Dawes. 


[A good sketch of the turtle and its 
habits, which shows Inez to be an observ- 
ing girl. Who will send another little 
history of something observed in the daily 
walks of life?—Ep. C. C.] 


ANDOVER, Kan., Jan. 25, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrson: This is my first letter 
to THe TRUTH SEEKER; I am a farmer’s 
boy, and hav lived on a farm all mv life, 
except a year and a half. We lived in the 
city of Wichita, where I went to school 
two terms. I wasin the fifth grade when 
we left Wichita. I &m thirteen years old; 
and the second winter we lived in the city, 
I went to a good many of Mr. Charles- 
worth's lectures. The Liberal friends of 
this community hav organized a society 
called the Social Science Union; we meet 
every two weeks, and I belong to it. We 
are going to hold a Paine celebration the 
29th of January, and the church people 
tried to beat us out of the hall, but they 
did not succeed. Mr. Charlesworth will 
deliver an oration for uson the 29th, and 
will giv another one in Wichita the day 
after. From your Libera! friend, 

EDDIE JAMES. 


[A good boy-farmer. Do not miss the 
meetings of the Social Science Union, and 
let us know occasionally how they are get- 
ting on.—Ep. C. C.] 


Ext 


cures Cuts, Burns. 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


S; 
Lj 
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4 good thing is always imitated; poor 
ones never. There are many worthless 
Imitations of POND’S EXTRACT. If 
you went to be CURED 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE, 
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H Bd.....ueeee PETTITTE eee TE 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
E: CT: ciaexessxaqescirsekr s Ce) Res RESERE 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk. ... 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire........... : 25 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? T 
COCK) e dricia asso ca P ievas Hena Y rr E ries ces. 
Liberty in Literature. ‘Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 2b 


Six Dectnree on Astronomy. Richard A. | jh 
E A E A 


ares o 
Can B Prom Under the Bushel. Wim. A. 


BEC dnc ware sis CeGininsena T e. 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged, .. ..... 80 
False Claims of the Ohurc 
Remsburg....... .....eeeeeeeee ctae b.s 
Issues or 1898.— $8. 
Thomas Paine "indicated. Ool. Robert 
G. Ingetsoll..........-....-. MES 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- . 
. manh... Mese xetsseiesssvssirie e, OU 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
ilings.......... Kex. ephe- Mi 


Resurrection of Jesus....... ag 


Handbook of Freethought. W.8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion s Lie. §. P 25 
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Design Argument Pallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH SEEXEB.......... oe 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 


John E. Remsburg..............c cesse 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Mus- 

trated. S.P. Putuam.............. e. 085 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine... 18 


Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
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Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent............ sees 10 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
ROD. c scenes dian awe E ux Sieh h eee ey 10 

Issues oF 1894.— $8, 

Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 


Neli- Contradiction- of the Bible. NEL Burr 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should 
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A Tale of a Halo. Morgau A Robertsen. 
. _,Llustrated by A. Carey K Ju it 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 
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During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as. jhey appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published iu one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. À 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ARE YOU DEAF? 


Don’t You Want to Hear ? 
HE AURAPHONE yi sete zen if rep do, Tt 


j i 1 a rece. t s ientifi 1nven- 
tion whic” wiil re tore the hearing of ^v one 
not born deaf. “ hen in the ear itis invisible, 
and : oes noc c use tue slightest discomfort. It 
is to the ear what glasses are t» the eye, an ear 
spectacle. I^close& timp for p rticulars. Can 
betested free of charge at 


The Auraphone Co’s Offices: 
716 Metropolitan B'ld'z, Midison Sq , New York 
6t8 


COLUMBIAS FOR 1895. 


A Highly Artistic Catalogue Sets Forth 
the Merits of these Famous 
Bicycles. 

Noted artists occasionally condescend to 
lend their aid to make a trade catalogue 
beautiful, and this has evidently been the 
case with the new handbook of Columbia 
bicycles, just issued. From the rich and 
striking cover to the last of the dainty 
sketches that adorn the broad margins, 
the tell-tale marks that show the hand of 
well-known contributors to Life, Vogue, 
and the leading magazines are everywhere 
apparent. The idea skilfully carried out 
in the illustrations is that of sport and 
travel. The book will long be preserved 
as one of the handsomest art works of the 
year. It is as little like the ordinary 
trade catalogue as well can be, and yet it 
cleverly tells of the merits of Columbia 
bicycles for 1895, and also of lower- priced 
machines, Hartfords. No lover of bicy- 
cling or of beautiful books should neglect 
sending for the Columbia Catalogue. It 
ean be had by calling upon Columbia 
agents, or it will be sent by mailfor two 
2 cent stamps. Address Publishing Dept., 
Pope Mfg. Co., Hartford, Conn, 
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JY ows of the (Dock. 


Tu railway pooling bill failed to pass 
. Congress, 


Tma Japanese are winning more victo- 
ries in China. 


Tzu capital of Missouri is to be Sedalia 
in place of Jefferson City. 


Tureet earthquake shocks were felt at 
Portland, Or., on Feb, 25. 


FzazgpERIOK Dovorass was laid to rest 
Tu P iid ceremonies at Rochester on 
eb. 26. 


Six persons were burned to death by a 
firein the residence portion of Hot Springs 
on Feb. 22. 


On March 2 Salina, Kan., was visited by 
a fire which destroyed property to the 
amount of $800,000. 


Home SEoRETARY Asguira introduced on 
Feb. 25 a bill for the disestablishment of 
the church in Wales. 


Tue German Reichstag passed the bill 
repealing the dictatorship clause of the 
Regichsland (Alsace-Lorraine) laws. 


On Feb. 27 fire destroyed all the gov- 
ernment buildings at the deep-water ter- 
minus at Halifax. The loss is $1,000,000. 


Tus National Council of Women, lately 


in session in Washington, elected Mary 


Lowe Dickerson president for the ensuing 
three years. 


Tux sugar bounty, tacked as an amend- 
ment to the Sundry Civil bill, was voted 
by the Senate, 46 to 20, and by the House 
by nine majority. 


Tar Hawaiian insurgents condemned to 
death hav been respited. The punish- 
ment will be 35 years imprisonment ‘and 
$10,000 fine each. : 


Tar one hundredth anniversary of the 
birth o" Ge^»*z» Peabody, the philanthro- 
pst, vas c-teorated at Peabody, Mass., 
and other places. 


Tus banks of the United States lost 
during 1894 more than $25,000,000 through 
defalcations, embezzlements, and various 
forms of swindling. 


Tue Blue-Line Cincinnati express of 
the Baltimore and Ohio was wrecked at 
Bayonne, N. J., on March 1. Two persons 
were killed and two injured. 


Tue recent election in Philadelphia, 
under the Australian ballot, cost the oity 
$115,901, against $29,300 for a similar 
election under the oid system. 


Ir is now proposed to consolidate the 
Astor and Lenox Libraries in this city, 
and, in conjunction with the Tilden Fund, 
create one great public institution. 


Two cartloads of salted heads of the 
leading Rahama rebels were taken to Sul- 
tan Abdul Aziz by a detachment of Moor- 
ish cavalry and suspended from the main 
gate of Fez. 


Max H. Graver, an insurance adjuster, 
one of the leaders of the firebug gang of 
this city, was sentenced by Judge Martine 
to thirty years’ imprisonment. Other 
leaders are fugitivs from justice. 


SwAnrn-Pox is epidemic at Hot Springs, 


Ark. At the time the Health Department 


was preparing a bulletin stating that there 
was but one case in the city, forty-seven 
eases were being treated in the pest-house. 


Mrs. Jonn W. MiNTURN offers the Board 
of Health $25,000 toward the establishment 
of contagious diseases hospital for the care 
of patients who are able and willing to pay 
for treatment. Such a hospital is much 
needed here. f 


TzugRE was a big fire in the center of the 
business district of Toronto on March 3. 
The loss is $1,000,000. This is the third 
large fire in two months, making the total 
loss $2,500,000. They were probably of 
incendiary origin. 

On Feb. 28 a train on the Interoceanic 
Railway, returing to Mexico City loaded 
with pilgrims from the shrine at Ameca- 
meca, was wrecked on a steep curve, and 
104 persons were killed outright and 86 
injured, many fatally. 


ErnzorRIOAL workmen struck in this city 
last week, and many other men in the 
\building trades hav been ordered out in 
isympathy. The electrical workmen de- 
mand what is equivalent to an increase 
iof 26 per cent in wages. 


"THERE has been much trouble in Savan- 
{nah over the lecturing there of Slattery, 
the ex-priest. The militia had to be called 
out to preserve order. Influential Oath- 
olics are trying to pacify the masses who 
are antagonistic to Slattery. 


POSTMASTER- GENERAL WILSON S. BISSELL 
resigned on Feb. 27 because of the injury 
to his private business resulting from his 
absence. Congressman William L. Wil- 
son, of West THEM succeeds him, the 
transfer to be made on April 1, 
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$- have the opportunity to see for themselyes whether ib possessed 

s= all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 

$E realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 

L3 in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
E percent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 

e£ three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. 

E stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there àre nearly nine 
E hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
E multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 

et that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
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organized force. 


book. 


TuE Spanish authorities hav declared 


reethought 


Gase» G 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Mr ee a OE . 
Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 3 

Back, Marbled Edges. 
Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


DRAPE 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 


undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 


= investment. 
ec 
E lighted that they got such a bargain. 


As for the subject matter of Four HuxpRED Yrars or FREE- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible pieture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ee 
ge 


i 


$5. 


ANN 


TIT 


94440000 000000000 00000040 000000000000 00 UU QUU PUO UU QUU a a a 


They did not 


In- 


It 
It is a world book and a home 


Tux trial of Police Captain Doherty for 


martial law in Cuba, where an insurrection ! bribery terminated in the discharge of the 


was begun two weeks or more ago. 


It is jury after eighteen hours’ deliberation, 


not generally thought that there will be a| the vote standing at the end of that time, as 


very severe or protracted struggle, as the 
patriots do not appear to be at al! formid- 
able. j 


Tug New York Assembly passed the bill 
to compel the railroads to issue free passes 
to legislators and state officials, in face of 
the prohibition of the issue of such passes 
which was incorporated in the new con- 
stitution by the Constitutional Convention 
of last year. 


Proressox Jonn SruART BrAOKIE died 
in Edinburgh, March2. Born in Glasgow 
in 1809 he lived to become one of the most 
famous of modern educators. He was ino 
love with Greek for more than six decades, 
and he taught it for thirty years, know- 
ing it as he knew English. Professor 
Blackie was a constant reader of Greek 
newspapers and had the best Greek library 
in the United Kingdom, 


at the beginning, three for conviction and 
nine for acquittal. Doherty was released 
on $7,500 bail. 

The Zimes and Herald of Chicago hav 
been consolidated, and the first issue of 
the imes-Herald appeared on March 4. 
James W. Scott is editor-in-chief and 
publisher and Henry W. Hawley managing 
editor. This is new the only Democratic 
morning paper in the city. 

Uman'8 Constitutional Convention met 


,at noon of March 4. One hundred and 


Seven delegates were elected on Nov. 6, of 
whom 102 hav received certificates of 
election, there being a contest regarding 
five from one Salt Lake precinct. Of 
those seated 57 are Reps. and 45 Dems. 
The Mormon element has sbout three- 
fourths majority, which fact insures the 
adoption of woman suffrage and probably 


` 


prohibition. The *''Gentile" element is 
strongly opposed to woman suffrage. l: 


On March 1 a building which was baing 
torn down in this city fell ani five man 
were killed and others injared. On the 
the same day the core of a tenement house 
in courseof construction on Orchard street 
collapsed without warning aud eleven men 
were injured, some very badly. 


Tae New York Court of Appeals holds 
that Trinity Church Corporation must pay 
the fines assessed against it for failure to 
supply water to its tenants above the first 
floor of tenements. Still its trustees mani- 
fest a strong disinclination to act in accord- 
ance with the decision of the court. 


On Feb. 26 8 big meeting was held at 
Terrace Garden, this city, to start & move- 
ment favorable to more liberal excise laws 
for Sunday. Singing, athletic, social, 
benevolent, labor, and other associations 
were represented. The total membership . 
of these societies is said to be 120,000. 


Tux West Side Publishing Company has 
been incorporated in Chicago with a capi- 
tal of $500,000. It is to publish a daily 
paper uader the control of the Typograph- 
ical Union. No typesetting machines will 
be used, thus furnishing employment to 
many compositors thrown out of work by 
those devices. 


ImmEDIATELY following the presentation 
of the polyglot prohibition petition to the 
president by the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union, Representativ Blair, of 
New Hampshire, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion for an amendment to the Constitution 
forbidding the liquor traffio in the tates 
and territories. 


Prince BrSMARCK is not favorable to the 
Anti-Revolution bill now pending in the 
German Reichstag. To Baron Von Stumm- 
Halberg he declared that it was a still-born - 
child, which, intended to restrain one 
dangerous element of the population, 
threatened the liberties of all, and hence 
was acceptable to none. 


Isaw PaSHa, ex-Khedive of Egypt, 
died in Constantinople ón March 2. He 
was a very important figure in Eastern 
affairs for many years. He ruled and 
wasted from 1868 to 1879, his extravagance 
resulting in the fastening upon Lis country 
of the first fetters of Western authority. 
He was born in Egypt in 1830. 


Tue Palisades of the Hudson are to be 
protected, on the New Jersey side, Gover- 
nor Wertz having signed the bill passed 
by the legislature, which forbids further 
leasing of the water front to stone con- 
tractors or others, What is still needed is 
something that will prevent further blast- 
ing under existing leases, and this will be 
provided if Senator Winton’s bill creating 
a state park of the water front is adopted. 


A MEETING was held in East Greenwich, 
London, on Feb, 25 to protest against the 
continued imprisonment of Mrs. May- 
brick. A resolution expressing surprise 
that the Home Secretary, Henry Asquith, 
had refused the requisition signed by 3,000 
responsible persons and presented to him 
by T. P. O'Connor. M.P., asking that a 
chance be afforded Mrs. Maybrick to pe- 
tition for a public rehearing of her case, 
was adopted. 


Tae People’s Rights party of Russia has 
issyed an address to the Ozar, in which he 
is plainly told that the speech in which he 
announced his adherence to the policy of 
autocratic rule has killed his popularity, 
and he is warned that, as he was the one to 
begin the struggle, it will ere long be 
taken up on the.other side. The author 
of the manifesto is said tobe Count Tolstoï. 
It is declared that a ‘‘ peaceful but obsti- 
nate and deliberate struggle necessary to 
achieve liberty " will be inaugurated, 


Tur third session of the Fifty-Third 
Congress expired at noon on March 4. 
One of its last acts was the incorporation 
in the Sundry Civil bill of an authoriza- 
tion for. the appointment of nine delegates 
to an international monetary conference, 
three to be named by the Senate, three 
by the House, and three by the president, 
The Senate’s choice fell on Henry M. 
Teller, of Colo., Rev., for silver; James 
K. Jones, of Ark., Dam, for silver, and 
John W. Daniel, of Va., Dem., for silver. 
The House selected Sp2aker Charles F.. 
Crisp, of Ga., Dem., for silver; David B, 
Culberson, of Texas, Dem., for silver, 
and Robert R Hitt, of Ill, Rep. and 
moderate bimetallist. The president has 
not made his choice. 


Sickness Among Children 


is prevalent at all seasons of the year, but can be 
avoided largely when they are properly cared for. 
Infant Health is the title of a valuable pamphlet 
accessible to all who will send address to the N. 
Y. Condensed Milk Co., N. Y. city. 


MATRIMONIAL. 


A Texas business man re:pectfully invites cor- 
respondence with a matre and cultivated lady 
qno is an Agnpstio ànd has near relatives of sim- 
ilar views. . Object, matrimony. 

ar Address, “J.D. ? oare Truth Seeker Oo., 

4110 38 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


158 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 9, 1896. 


| Gems of Ghought. 


Ixsow no great men but those who hav 
rendered great services to humanity.— 
Voltaire. 


Tar church cannot help you to trade 
tenement houses for heavenly mansions.— 
New York World. 


Tue destroyers of the old are the crea- 
tors of the new. As time sweeps on the 
old passes away and the new in its turn 
becomes old.—J/ngersoll. 


ADHERE to your act and congratulate 
yourself if you hav done something strange 
and extravagant, and broken the monotony 
of a decorous age.—A. W. Emerson. 


UNATTAINABLE 88 pure rectitude is, and 
will long continue to be, we must keep an 
eye on the compass which tells us where- 
abouts it lies, or we shall otherwise wander 
in the opposit direction.—Herbert Spen- 
cer. 


Ir is not the business of the public schools 
to teach the manual of arms. Public 
school commissioners hav more important 
duties to perform than to make q iixotic 
suggestions entirely at variance with the 
publie school system.— Jewish Messenger. 


Iw truth, of all the intellectual weapons 
which hav ever been wielded by man, the 
most terrible was the mockery of Voltaire. 
Bigots and tyrants, who had never been 
moved by the wailing and cursing of 
millions, turned pale at his name—Macau- 
lay. * 


FREEDOM is not for itself, but for what 
it will bring and for what it will allow. It 
is not good deed, but encouragement to 
good deed. It is not harvest but soil. It 
is not accomplishment; it is invitation. 
Freedom guards natural order. It pro- 
tects the spontaneity of creation. It de- 
mands that effort be let alone—that the 
seed be left to its own effect.— Horace L. 
Traubel. i 


Sunpay after Sunday the same ground 
of statement and argument is threshed 
over and over. It is the one point turned 
over snd over: Be good. But what a good 
life means is either left to the hearer’s in- 
ference or is explained in such a prosaio 
manner as to leave nothing tangible in the 
mind. What reflection of the age in which 
we liv, of the problems with which we hav 
to grapple, i8 there in the average sermon? 
—Henry W. Bok. 


Stupy is the balance-wheel that the: 
theological thinker needs. The tendency 
of religious thinking is to an abstract, 
imaginativ, poetic style, a fervid, irre- 
sponsible style, that aims more at making 
its point than it does at adhering to the 
prosaic facts—a style that is morbid, mys- 
tic, ofttimes bordering upon the bigoted 
and fanatical. A close familiarity with the 
exact, critical methods of scientific study 
is a salutary and correctiv restraint upon 
such tendency. Itmakes thought practical 
rather than ideal, logical rather than emo- 
tional, simple rather than elaborate, con- 
vineing rather than literary, substantial 
rather than effervescent.—Rev. Horace E. 
Warner. 


Iv makes no difference that one book 
deals ronghly with moral conventionalities, 


$679,694,439. 
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By the censns of 1890, the 
&bove is the valne of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


F Onr pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Censns of 1890, 
the Valne, by Denominations, of Church Prover- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
2 glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Gronps. Also, mnch other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
2omparicons being based npon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pnb- 
lished. In no other work are the iacta, fignres, 
and e pere to be fonnd. The fignres. bein, 
derived from the Government Cenens of 1890. wi. 
not besnperseded until the cen:us of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably abont eight 
years hence. The argnments are nnanswerable 
-nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injdstizs of church exemption is suffered 
+0 »xist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, bnt as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribntion by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
radnctions are made: 

l'en copies. $1.00 

4.50 
8.00 


Fifty copies, 
Larger quantities at special rates. 7 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 
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walle another attacks such as are theolog- 
ical. 
ference to our tastes and sentiments, but 
none at all as to the principle of justice. 
Every idea must hav its influence on 
morals; whether that influence will be for 
good or evil cannot be determined by any 
foresight, least of all by the prejudices of 
those who do not hold that idea, who hate 
it, and hav not impartially studied its 


That may make a great deal of dif- 


bearings. Many of the best books in the 
world hav been pronounced immoral and 
wicked in their time, and after it; and if 
the average commonplace of any period, 
as represented by judges that know only 
precedents, and jurors instructed by them, 
be allowed to suppress all thoughts and 
works that do not merely repeat the pre- 
vailing notions, all inquiry is at an end, all 
progress paralyzed.— Moncure D. Conway. 


Ir was the bosom friends of Rev. Messrs. 
Harlan & Allen [the persecutors of Walt 
Whitman] who destroyed the great library 
of Alexandria, with its priceless classic 
treasures, and, in Cremona, in the year 
1569, threw twelve thousand copies of the 
Talmud into the flames. It wassuch men 
as Messrs. Harlan & Allen who presided at 
those costly priest-kindled pyres that con- 
tained the entire pictorial archives of the 
Aztec race. Thev were present in spirit 
when the Turks destroyed the great library 
of Matthew Corvini at Buda; when Pope 
Gregory VII. devoted to the flames the 
rich classical library of the Palentine 
Apollo; when the Jesuits, by the command 
of the Austrian Emperor Ferdinand, en- 
crimsoned the midnight skies of Bohemia 
with the flames of a nation’s books, and 
when, in the reign of Henry VIII. the 
horse.faced Puritans made an aufo-da-fé 
of costly books and rarest illuminated 
manuscripts from the monastical libraries. 
— Wm. Sloane Kennedy. 
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DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price, 2% cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A Valuable Book on Nervous 

Diseases to any address by the 

REV. E. : 
—FORT WAYNE, IND. 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 
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and Vegetables in their season. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogne free. Safe Watc 
street, New York. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


CoxTENTS—The Fagan Roots of Ohristianity 
The Berrowings of Ch 

of the Christian Trinity. 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. 
Contemporary Evidence. 
Christianivv " Examined. The 


1.88 np. Hand- 
Oo., 9 Murray 
52619 


Wanted. 


into Heaven? The 

ries. A Thonsand, Dark Yesrs. The D 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price. Cloth. $1. 

Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER 

id 28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rav. G. T. Fox, MLA. 
Prisa 15 cents. Address this office 


ristianity. The Evolution 
t riginal Sin and the 


Paley's * Evidences of 
dJ Rise F the D b per ed of 

t. DidJe ise From the Dead and Ascen 
pa "TE "First Fonr Ohristian Conta, 
awn o 


SEND ME YOUR 


ORDERS! 


PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 

Í GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof 
silverine case, $19. In 8 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more, 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 

Regular Grade American Watches, 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, ete. 


PRICES. 

T jeweled 80z. screw open face silverine case, $4,75 
Nu OZ. i « ilver “ 975 
7 " jbyear “ Me gold-filled * 1000 
T7 4s 20 [n [1] LII [1 LI 18 00 
7 5 D hunting Soo u Mo 
7 «4 290," hnnt., Louis xiv. gold-filled 2000 
7T “  14kt. solid gold open face case 2800 
7." ikt s hunting * 85 00 
11 " $1more; 15jeweled, $2.50 more. 

15 " adj, 84 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $6 more. 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, etc. 

PRICES. 


7 jeweled in 20 year, plain or engraved 11 50 
v 20 " fulleng'd and poullined: as 00 
qo oe 20 '" i4st.solidgold, | - - 2000 
7 s 20 “ 14kt. Li heavy, 80 00 
3. * $1 more. 
15 " 4 more. 
15 “ adj. 6 more. 
In ftne plush cases per express prepatd. 
CHAINS. 


Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50. $3.50, $4,and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 


The Freethought Badge and Charms, 
Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. 
Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
b'fine cut’genuine diamond, $10. 
OUGHT Small Size Badge.— 
lOkt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
á With genuine chip dia- 
y mond, $6. With full eut 
“aes” = genuine diamond, $10. 
Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15. 
The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 
Repvorp Pricz-tist.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 

I can save you money in anything in 
my line. 


t 


SE 


Orders filled same day received. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, etc. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler 


Rochelle, Illinois. 


Established 1857. 
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JYot for Parsons. 


Ws are told that ‘‘all things are possible 
with God,” and yet God cannot boil an 
egg in cold water.—Investigator. 


Untu some great authority definitly 
locates the conscience, people will never 
know when they should repent, or take 
something for the liver.— Atchison Globe, 


Granppa: ‘‘ Well, Willie, you hav been 
to church, havn't you?" Willie: *‘ Yes, 
sir.” ‘* Well, what can you tell us about 
it?” Willie: ** Why, sir, the man that sat 
in front of us had ears that wasn't alike," 
—Chicago Inter- Ocean. 


Deacon Somer: *Iwasterribly shocked, 
my dear, to discover, on my way home from 
church, a match game oi football being 
played on the vacant lot near the park.” 
Mrs. Schley: ‘‘ Was it that which makes 
you so very late, deacon?” 


Mrs. Somnzv: ''Doesn't that lot across 
the way belong to you? Then why do you 
allow those bill posters to stiók up their 
horrid pictures of ballet dancers on it? ‘I 
should like to know what you gain by it, 

eanyhow?” Deacon Schley (meekly): ‘‘I 
get two tickets.” 


ELDER Berry: ‘‘ Land’s sake! Parson, 
what makes you look so mad?" Parson 
Peasley (hotly): ** Matter enough, deacon! 
I sent that story of mine about the owl and 
the old maid to comic paper, and here 
they've sent it back with an insulting let- 
ter, saying it’s not original.” Elder Berry: 
(indignantly): ‘Why, the imperdence of 
them fellers! An’ I’ve hearn you tell thet 
story fer thirty years.” —Puck, 


A SOHOOL INSPECTOR, examining a class 
in religious knowledge—the lesson being 
about our first parents in the Garden of 
Eden—remarked: ‘* Now children, could 
a greater punishment hav been given to 
the serpent than that of having to crawl 
on its belly and eat dust all the days of its 
life?" ‘* Yes,” said a bright little Jad, **if 
he had had to walk on the pint o’ his tail, 
that would hav been a tickler." ‘‘ Please, 
sir,” said another, ‘‘ was not that the way 
it walked before it was cursed?” 


Dr. DanniNGER has been preaching on 
‘The Theology of Music." Man, he said, 
had carried music to its highest develop- 
ment, but he had not made it; he had 
only discovered it in nature where God put 
it. Well, we won't dispute this. We will 
just accept it for the sake of argument. 
God is the great original musician, and 
Mozart and Beethoven are only his imi- 
tators. But doesn’t Dr. Dallinger think 
that the great oririnal musician is some. 
times out of tune? His famous musical 
box, the jackass, isa case in point. How 
came he to fit up such a discordant instru- 
ment? We invite Dr. Dallinger to clear 
up this mystery —'reethinker. 


Parson WmuHaNaDooDpLE BAXTER, of the 
Thompson Street Blue Light Tabornacle, 
on arriving at his place of worship one 
Sunday morning was surprised to find no 
one present but Sam Johnsing, the sexton. 
** What de debbil am de matter dat dar’s 
nobody heah?"  **Nobody hesh bekase 
dar’s a notice in the Freeman’s Journal 
dat dar would be no sarvice bekase ob de 
disunwellness ob de pasture.” ‘‘ Did dat 

: fool niggah editor put dat notice in his 
paper for a fac?” ‘‘He did dat berry 
ting." ‘‘Wall, I declar’. I told him 
'stinetly de notice of my disunwellness 
was intended for de Sunday arter nex’. 


EES 


There is more Oatarrh in this section of the 
country than all other diseases put together, and 
untilthe last few years was supposed to beincur- 
able. For a great many yea:s dootors pro- 
nounced it a local disease, and prescribed local 
remedies, and by constantly failing to cure w.th 
local treatment, pronounced it incurable. Soi. 
enos has proven Catarrh to be a constitutional 
disease, and, therefore, requires constitu:ional 
treatment, Hall’s Oatarrh Cure, manufactured 
by F. J. Oheney & Oo., Toledo, Ohio, is the only 
constivutional cure on tho market. Itis taken 
internally in doses from 10 drops to teaspoon- 
ful. It acts direotiy on the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. They offer one hundred 
dollara for any case it fails to cure. Send for 
ciroulars and testimonials Address 

. J. OHENEY & OO., Toledo, O. 
t3^ Sold by Druggists, 750. 


BRAIN + BIBLE; 


TER CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera» 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It, d eloanent A woll jv) gonvincing. 

rice, cloth, $1. ross 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
i Price, 25 centa, 


He am a fool if eber dar was one."— Teras 


Siftings. 

Has the editor of the Protestant Siand- 
ard fallen a victim to the wiles of the 
Jesuits? It would almost seem so. The 
issue of that lively oracle of Orangeism for 
July 20 contains some alleged poetry, 
headed ‘‘ The Glorious Twelfth,” by 
* True Blue.” It appears to hav escaped 
the editor’s notice that the ‘‘poem ” is an 
acrostic, and that the initial letters read: 
“The editor is a —— fool.” Nor is this 
all. Following the heading is what pur- 
ports to be a Latin quotation from Virgil, 
but is really very vulgar English with the 
division of the words misplaced. How- 
ever, the editor may console himself with 
the reflection that, for once, the Protest- 


with good sense. Hear him: ‘‘ Dat coun- 
try war a sea shoah, an’ de hotels dey was 
named aftah de tings ob de sea. Dah was 
de Sailor's Rest, de Mariner’s Retreat, de 
Seafaring Men's Home, an’a lot ob sich 
places jest as yo’ kin fin’ 'em at Norfolk 
now. Among dese places was. one called 
de Whale’s Belly. Jonah come along, an’ 
he didn’ hab no scrip in his purse. He 
staid dar tree days, an’ when de landlady 
found he didn’ hab any money she spewed 
him out. It is gib to us to show how, when 
we don't treat & man right kase he's pore, 
we may be ‘kickin’ an angel unawars!" 


In the nature of things, 


SAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 
Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo., New York. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel Ixczzsonz's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by IncErsox1, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. ` 


“Intercourse Between the Saul and Body." 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 

Interesting books by same author: '' Four Lead- 
ing Doctrines,” 247 pp..75 cents. ‘* Divine Love 
and Wisdom," 248 pp., 75 cents. " Divine Prov- 
idence,” 308 pp., 76 vents, "Conjugal Lov ,” 472 
pp. $1. “True Christian, Religion," 982 pp., 
$150. ‘Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1, 2, 8,4 
each, $1. Sendtor Descriptive Catalogue to the 
American Swedenborg Printi"g and Publishing 
Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Prof, Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pazes, fall of solentifio 
thought. The story of this great scientists life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
$8 Lafayette Place, Now York City 


ant Standard had & ready sale, and copies 
were attainable only with great difficulty. 
—London Freethinker. 

Tur Rev. Mr. Jasper, of Richmond, has 
been smitten with rationalism. The able 
divine of colored visage saw the improba- 
bility of the ordinary understanding of 
Jonah’s adventures with the whale, so he 
has formulated a theory more in harmony 


a e e 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts 


(S THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD) 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: Daper, 50 cents. 


An Unofficial Patriot 


A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIV L WIR. 


The literary hit of the season —Cntcago Times. 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. | 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. l 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Ohain—The Boler House 
Mystery —The_Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS:- 


Pieface—The Fiction of Fistions—A Dar 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead —Àn Irre- 
spon ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman asan Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in :ts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 

ense in 


Surgery. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teuching of the Christian 
Church. .''The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Obristian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer, ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshop ers, 
or trying to induce. the Deity to undi 68 


crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


` 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


in Court 


Researches in Oriental History, 
Origin of don fe "dune and Derel- 


opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D; 
Fourth Editton. 


Part L—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. 
Part I1.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. , PEDES 
Part II-—Derivation of Christianity; twenty 


chap ers. : 
Part ICM ence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1490. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. Naw York Oltv. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


ec) "ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey XX. Jurist. - 
The text is poetical and the Illustrstions are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There &re 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pi, New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By Paor. F W, NEWMAN. Price 25 sents, 
. Address THE TROTA 8HEKRER, 


Versus Religion, 
OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 


Science 


Price, LO Cents, 


MAGIC 


For sale at this Office. 


LANTERNS 


4nd ST CONS, all prices, Views illustrating 
duty sa. Nr PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, ei. 
OP à profitable business for a man with & emallcapital, Alsa 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 360 pase Catalogue from 
MCALLISTER, Wfg. Opticians. 89 M aeo Story Ve 


0000000000 
SA CRAND DISCOVERY | $ 


WANTED. A live man or woman in every 
county where we have not already secured & 
representative to sell our “Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumera; asolid metal white as silver; no plate to 
wear off; coda guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth thatof silver; the chance of & life- 
time; agente average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales everywhere, 50 great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 


lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. ^98 ,, Boston, Mass. 
$ eee cpi vi orion C NM. 
È DO YOU WANT IT 29 


Salesmen Wanted in every county. salary or com- 
mission. No experience. New Tariff Bill gives 
unlimited Profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted, Manufacturers, 
P. O. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. 


yO008 


booklet Will be sent to their 

ten cents, sealed in & plain envelova 

giving causes and symptoms of the tou: 

B plaints, and a description of the Doctor? 

mportant medical discovery—an Out 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of sue 
cem Address, DR, R, P. FELLOWS, - 


Say whereyousawtbisadvet.-- Vineland, Medi 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows isa, stanch LIBERAL snd a ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies arg 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afilioted. 
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OSA eL 


THE CARPENTER’S DREAM—FOUN 


ATION OF CHRISTIANITY. 


But while he thought on these things, behold the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream.— Matt. i, 19, 20. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startline 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide." 
Papereovers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYET1 € PLACE, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WICH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Tutnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel shouid be with ut 
it.'o meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WHEN WERE OUR GOSPELS WRITTEN? 
Fourth Edition. Price, 25 cents. 


TRACTS, 

Land Question, 5 cents; Were Adam and Eve 
Our First Parents? 5 cents; Why Do Men 
Starve? 5cents; A Plea for Atheism, 5 cents; 
Is There a God? 5 cents; Labor's Praver, 5 
cents; Poverty, fts Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People,5 cents; New Life of David, 
5 cents; New Life of Jonah, 5 cents; A Few 
Words About the Devil, 5 cents; New Life of Ja- 
Cob,5cents: Twelve Apostles, 5 cents; Who Was 


Jesus Christ? 5 cents; What Did Jesus Teach? 5° 


5 cents; New Life of Abraham, 5 cents; New 
Life of Moses, 5 cents. On orders for these 
Tracts we will send $1.10 worth for $1: $2.50 
Iib for $2; $5 worth for $3; and $10 worth 
or $5. 
Address THE TRUTH RERKRR CO, 
28 Lafayette PL, New York 


‘Chas. Bradlaugh's Works. The Milliad. 


(1000 STANZAS) 


A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology, and appl ing the test of the 
Golden Eule to the world's history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
Danon gerend upon & recognition of the princi- 
ple tha 

| " Right, and Right onty, Makes Might," 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas tto each 
t canto), as follows: 
—Themis Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


ight. 
IL—The Ol ian Council. 
Ii(.—The Goddesses in Coasultation. 
IV.—LFhebus, Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 


in High Life , 
V —Sket.h of World's History to 19th Century. 
L—History of the United States. Twofold 
Nectionalism 3 
VII.—The Theory and Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. : mer 
VIII.—Reconstruction and Subsequent Politics. 


A Satire. . "A 

IX.—The Columbian Exposition. 

X.—The Parliament of Religions and Ics Sub- 
lime Lessons. 


Cloth, 400 pp.,$1; holiday edition, $1.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


‘J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters. in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 
pure thought, and correct in all its utterances 

rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man's "creation," an 
” onrse,” theologically denominated “the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. AN 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus: A rofuta- 
tion of the assumption that he was divine 
person, aid that ho tS tho fulfillment of Old 


estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 
Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and whatitis. Price,5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Address, Lefavette place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A copy.—Green cloth, 
gilt title, 4u cents; half bound, 25 cents. 


A NEW EDILION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Early History of Cnris.ianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. 


By REV, ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PBICE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 


SUSAN H. WIXON’S WORKS. 


Rigbt Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries :f Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. B 

Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Freo- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


never copied with success. 


As President of all the nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam 
will, about May Ist, start for a visit to the Freethinkers of England. 
he will undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in à small space, 
with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. 

While he is gone Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of 
histrip. Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read this account. 
Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly enter- 


him good. 


taining, instructive, poetie, and good reading: 


To 


Their diversity and ver- 


Officially and privately 


Tt will do 


some Freethinkerwho 
does not now, butwho 


would subscribe to 


THE TRUTH SEEK- 
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Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers. 


For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam's “News and Notes” have been a 
feature of THe TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. 
satility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but 


Our Friends: 


Don't you know. 


VV 


New subscriptions for this event should begin now and run for six months. A three 
months’ trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can’t do better take that, 
for we know you will renew. Ask any reader of Mr. Putnam’s * News and Notes” if they are 
not worth the cost of a whole year’s subscription, and if he does not say YES, we will refund 
the subscription you send. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. 


ER if YOU called his 


attention to the Pa- 


per? 


WWW TA 


EIN NANNAN/ANANANANANAANANANNANANINANANANANANANAN ANNA NN NAA NN ANNA AN ASAN ANANAS AN ANA ANANAS 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol, 22. No. 11, | PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, March 16, 1895. {28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 


LOW SSS RRR LEELA EE 
Roe wES® LL ASNORANC 


oe Fees weit BEAST = 


LAM Oe 


1 


> 


MI 


i 


P, 


“end 


CLEARING THE WAY. 


ill Webs eme CoP 


Men of thought and men of action, elear the way /—Cuas. Macxax. 


VAVAVAVAVAVAVANVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAMVAVANVAVAN 


Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, 
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Superstition in the Colleges. 


Do some people think that superstition is dead, 
and that therefore we may rest on our oars? Jan- 
uary 31 was observed all over Christendom as a day 
of prayer for the higher educational institutions. 
The Noonday Prayer-Meeting joined in the “ uni- 
versal supplieation." At a New York meeting there 
were present titled representativs from several med- 
ical colleges. Think of doctors and surgeons giv- 
ing their countenance to the superstition of prayer 
to a figment of the unscientific imagination! Dr. 
Gayde, of the New York Homeopathic Medical Ool- 
lege, and who is * prominently connected with the 
religious movement in medical colleges," gave an 
address on the development of the Young Men's 
Christian Association in said colleges. A graduate 
of Harvard, who is now in Union Theological 
Seminary, talked about the condition of the 
Young Men's Christian Association in the first- 
named school, stating that the Association's work 
had a “distinct evangelical tendency,” and that 
it had “greatly influenced the tone of both the 
students’ life and the chapel services.” It 
was shown that during January 2,147 requests 
for prayer on special topics had been received by 
the Noonday Prayer-Meeting, many of these from 
Young Men’s Christian Associations in various col- 
leges. Dr. E. Lawrence Hunt, secretary of the 
Student’s Club, gave an outline of the progress of 
the religious movement in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons and the University Medical College, 
in both of which there are branches of the Young 
Men's Qhristian Association. While scientific 
schools are thus permeated with the delusions of 
orthodoxy there is certainly work for aggressiv In- 
fidelity to do, as well as for defensiv Liberalism. 
Do not these medical men know that had not the 
power of the church been weakened by the influ- 
ence of Freethought there would be no place in the 
modern Christian world for science? Why do they 
nurse the enemy that well-nigh destroyed civiliza- 
tion? The world has a right to expect better 
things from its educated men. And yet, in spite of 
these evidences that Christianity still livs for mis- 
chief, we are told by many specialists in reform 
- that there is no longer any necessity for fighting the 
‘church, that there is other much more important 

work at hand. Strange, indeed, that sensible men 


and women should take this position when they 
can see that the poison of anti-naturalism is cor- 
rupting knowledge at its fountain heads and the 
artillery of theocracy is trained on the last defenses 
of human liberty and justice. 


Protestant Jesuits in the Senate. 
In the Senate on the 21st of February there was 
a prolonged and spirited debate over the Indian 
school question. Mr. Coekrell chairman of the 


‘| Committee on Appropriations, said that fifteen or 


twenty schools had been. left out because they were 
denominational schools. In this list were included 
the Indian school at Hampton, Va., and the Lincoln 


0 | school at Philadelphia, both being Protestant 


schools; that is, denominational schools. He said 
that it had been the intention of the committee to 
eternally separate church and state so far as lay in 
its power. Mr. Hunton, of Virginia, asserted that 
the, school at Hampton was entirely undenomina- 
tional, and Mr. Quay, of Pennsylvania, made a like 
statement regarding the Lincoln school. It is per- 
fectly safe to assume, on general principles, that 
the Lincoln school is just the opposit of what Sen- 
ator Quay says it is, for he is incapable of reaching 
a fair conclusion on such a question. As to Mr. 


Hunton, his reputation is better, but still the pre- 


sumption is that no school of the kind of that. at 
Hampton can be other than denominational ; that is, 
Protestant, as distinguished from Catholic. Senator 
Wolcott, of Colorado, said that the holding of re- 
ligious services in a school on “ the Sabbath day" did 
not make that school a denominational institution. 
If the Senator can see no more clearly on the finan- 
cial issue than he does in regard to this matter, the 
people of his state are represented by a blind man. 
Lodge of Massachusetts, Daniel of Virginia, and 
Hawley of Connecticut, maintained that the Hamp- 
ton and the Lincoln schools were not denomina- 
tional. Mr. Cockrell spoke again and affirmed with 
emphasis that they were. He said that he was a 
Protestant of Protestants, but he was determined to 
do justice to all classes. “ When we say that church 
and state must be separated, we mean it, so far as 
we are concerned,” he declared. And that is right 
where the brave Senator from Missouri differs from 
such “ patriots” as Quay and Hawley of odorous 
memory. It was Hawley who closed the Oenten- 
nial Exposition on Sunday, and let his personal 
friends in on the sly, and it was Quay who worked 
so hard to close the Columbian Exposition on the 
priests’ day and is in the Senate only because he 
owns a “machine.” When these men say that they 
believe in the separation of church and state they 
do not mean it. 

Continuing, Mr. Cockrell said that the bill came 
up from the house with seven Catholic schools that 
had been in former bills stricken out, presumably 
because they were Catholic schools, but with the 
two now in dispute retained. His committee did 
not believe that this was just, andso the Hampton 
and Philadelphia institutions were also dropped. 
Quay asked if there was any evidence that these 
schools were Protestant schools. ‘ Yes, abundant 
evidence," Mr. Cockrell replied. “It is not denied. 
Nobody can deny it. When an Indian Catholic 
child at Lincoln school wanted to attend a Catholic 
church she was told by one of the teachers that an 
Episcopal school was good enough for her.” But 
in spite of the gallant fight for equal justice and 
genuin separation of the civil and the religious 
made by the Missourian, the Senate, by the vote of 
82 to 21, decided to retain the appropriations for 
the Hampton and Lincoln schools. The amount 
voted to the former was $20,400, and to the latter 
$33,400. This illustrates anew our frequent con- 


tention that the average Protestant means by the 
phrase “separation of church and state,” nothing 
more than the shutting out of the Oatholic from 
participation in state-granted privileges, and the 
denial to the Freethinker and Adventist of common 
citizen rights. The “Christian Secularist” is an 
infertil hybrid, a fraud, and a menace to human 
rights. 

The facts concerning the Hampton school are 
that its superintendent, Rev. Mr. Frizzell, is a Con- 
gregational clergyman, and it has a regular chap- 
lain, Rev. Mr. Turner, who is also, of course, a 
Protestant. So much for the “unsectarian” char- 
acter of this school. Another Senator who was 
shown up in his true colors by the debate and sub- 
sequent vote was Gallinger of New Hampshire, who 
is a vociferous supporter of the “National League 
for the Protection of American [Protestant] Insti- 
tutions.” He made one of his stereotyped speeches 
in favor of “ the complete separation of church and 
state,” and then proceeded to vote for the retention 
in the bill of these appropriations for the two sec- 
tarian schools. What do you think of these one- 
sided “patriots ”.? 

During the debate Hawley declared that, while 
the Hampton school was not sectarian, he would 
rather hav “a Catholic school, run by Jesuits, than 
a school with no God in it.” No doubt, and if he 
and the Protestant *separationists" for whom he 
speaks cannot maintain the common schools of the 
country as Protestant schools, they will join hands 
with the Catholics to crush out all opposition and 
then parcel out the spoils between the two great 
divisions of the church. Anything rather than con- 
sent to secular education, which places all the people 
on the plane of equal liberty. 


» c— 
The Man and the Work. 

**'The ‘Age of Reason’ begins with a statement of his 
[Paiue's] belief in God and immortality; in the equality 
of man, and that religion consists in doing justice, in 
loving mercy, and in endeavoring to make our fellow orea- 
tures happy. This done, he begins to enumerate the 
things he does not believe in. His brave affirmations 
would not fill one page of his book; his negations cover 
all the remaining pages.”—Rev. M. M. Mangasarian. 

Where was the bravery in declaring for the ex- 
istence of a God and the immortality of the soul? 
Here Paine but voiced the sentiment of the Theistic 
and Christian world, and he had no cause to fear 
the maledictions and ostracism of the masses of the 
people. Mr. Mangasarian’s characterization is cor- 
rect so far as the other enumerated affirmations are 
concerned, but his implication that the so-called 
negativ work of Paine did not require courage is 
not supported by a single fact. In criticising the 
Bible, Paine did that which was sure to earn him the 
distrust and the hatred of the people and of the all 
but omnipotent clergy. The Bible was then the 
Protestant fetish and the Catholic tool, as it is to- 
day, although at that time there were no “ Higher 
Critics” and no “Societies of Ethical Culture"; 
they were rendered possible by the destructiv erit- 
icism of Paine and men like him and the patient in- 
vestigation of the scientific students. The one 
thing above all others needed at that time was a 
man who had the courage and the ability to go to 
the common people as well as the scholars with a 
negativ criticism of the Bible. Paine had the 
courage and the ability; he had also the ear of 
Europe and of America, for he had done masterful 
work for political liberty, and he would be heard. 
The church claimed that the Bible was the perfect 
work of a perfect god; with this chain of infalli- 
bility it bound the minds of men. It was the busi- 
ness of Paine to show that the Bible was the work 
of imperfect men, and he did it; for that crime the 
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church has never pardoned him. It was no part of 
his task to hunt for good things in the Bible—the 
church asserted that it was all good; what he had 
to do was to prove that it was no£ all good, and that 
is precisely what he did. Such inept criticisms as 
those of Mr. Mangasarian are very wearying. 


In the Wolverine State. 
Just a word to the Freethinkers of Michigan : 


Here is a bill introduced in your state Senate on 
February 8th by Senator Joseph R. McLaughlin of 
It was reported favorably on February 


Detroit. 
14th, and has passed the Senate: 


A Bill to require theaters, opera houses, dance halls, and 
other places of public amusement, diversion, game or 
play to be closed on the first day of the week, com- 
monly called Sunday, and to prohibit the carrying on 


or engaging in acting, opera singing, ticket selling, 


or any other manner of labor, business, or work in any 
theater, opera house, dance hall, or other place of pub- 
lic amusement, diversion, game, or play on the first 


day of the week, commoniy called Sunday. 
Section 1. The people of the state of Michigan enact, 


That all theaters, opera houses, dance halls, and other 
places of public amusement, diversion, game, or play shall 
be closed on the first day of the week, commonly called 
Sunday. The foregoing provision shall not apply to the 


opening of any such places for religious worship. 


Sec. 2. No person shall carry on, engage in, or do any 


acting, opera singing, ticket selling, or any other manner 
of labor, business, or work in any theater, opera house, 
dance hall, or other place of public amusement, diversion, 
game or play at any time when the same is by the pre- 
ceding section of this act required to be closed. 

Sec. 8. Any person who shall violate any of the pro- 
visions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 
a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than one hun- 
dred dollars and costs of prosecution, and imprisonment 
in the county jail for not more than sixty days, in the dis- 
cretion of the court. And in case such fine shall not hav 
been paid at the time such imprisonment expires, he, the 
person serving out such sentence, shall be further detained 
in jail until such fine and costs shall have been fully paid: 
Provided, That in no case shall the whole term of impris- 
onment exceed sixty days, 

You will observe that this infamous measure de- 
clares that American citizens shall be imprisoned 
for the offense of providing entertainment for their 
fellow-citizens on Sunday; that it makes singing a 
misdemeanor to be punished by immurement in 
jail. Will you submit to this without protest or re- 
sistance? Here is a letter from the legislator who 
drafted this despicable bill : 

Laxsma, Miom., March 5, 1895. 

Dzar Sra: The inclosed bill has passed the Senate. It 
is only a repetition of an existing law, with a penalty 
added, and I know of no opposition to it. 

Very respectfully, J. R. MoLavennin, 

Is it not time that Senator McLaughlin heard of 
some Opposition to this contemplated crime? He 
says that it is only a repetition of an existing law 
with a penalty added. Inasmuch as a law is inop- 
erativ without a penalty, this is to all intents and 
purposes a new law, or will be if you permit it to 
become a law at all. Do you think that it will pay 
to allow this ravishment of your rights to go on 
from year to year without a blow struck in defense ? 
Did you ever hear of a people that won or main- 
tained independence by sitting down and holding 
out ifs hands for the manacles of the tyrant? Do 
you want to become the serfs of the church? Note 
the insulting -discrimination incorporated in this 
embryo law—you may on Sunday go into a theater, 
opera house, dance house, or other place of 
amusement if it is opened for religious services, but 
you cannot enter it for secular entertainment, for it 
is forbidden to open it therefor on the priests’ day ; 
you may sing in a church choir, with or without 

_ pay, but if you sing in an opera, to jail you go. 
And there is “no opposition " in Michigan to this 
foul denial of the commonest citizen rights! If not 
already too late, go to Lansing ; besiege the House ; 
demanda hearing before the committee that has the 
bill in charge; deluge your representativs with the 
right kind of literature; talk to the man who votes 
for your district; assert yourselvs and fight with 
every Weapon of reason and political influence at 
your command. Send the meddling priests back 
to their pulpits with stern notification to stop their 
traitorous scheming. Why, their presumption is 
intolerable and unpardonable. Think of the inso- 
lence of their demand that all forms of Sunday en- 


tertainment but their own shall be prohibited under 
penalty of imprisonment for disobedience! Drive 
them out of the halls of legislation. 


Since our last acknowledgment was made we hav 
received for the Fleckten school fight in Minnesota 
$1 from Geo. Hendee and $2.50 from S Pabst. 
To the Free Sunday Fund there has been con- 
tributed $2 from J. P. Palmer, $2.75 from J. E. 
Marden, $5 from Louis Levine, and $5 from S. 
Pabst. This is encouraging and we hope that 
others will emulate the good example set by these 
friends. We find it difficult to notice, as the im- 
portance of the issue demands, the fresh aggres- 
sions of the Sabbatarians. 
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A large number of Liberals hav taken advantage 
of our combination offer of Tur Trours SEEKER for 
one year and Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought" for $6.50, and we are confident that 
thousands more would do so within the course of 
the coming year if they only realized how much 
there is in that offer for the money. You get in 
Tae Trurs Szrxer a volume of 832 big pages and 
104 of Heston’s taking cartoons, and in the Secular 
Pilgrim’s book you get 874 octavo pages, and 141 
full-page portraits of the leaders of humanity, dead 
andliving. Take another look at pages 162 and 173. 


“ Oolor is no disqualification for membership in the 
Ohio Club of Chicago, which is made up of women. Tol- 
eration is the first lesson of Ohristianity."— Kate Field’s 
Washington. : 

We fail to see the connection of toleration with 
the presence or absence of prejudice concerning the 
Negro. If we use the word toleration in the same 
sense in which it is generally employed, no state- 
ment could be further from the truth than this, 
that “toleration is the first lesson of Christianity.” 
It is neither the first nor the last; of all the theo- 
logical systems that hav afflicted the world Chris- 
tianity has been the least tolerant of differences and 
of those who entertained them. 


If you send us fifty cents for a trial subscription 
to Tae Trurs Srxexer for three months, you will 
hav the satisfaction of knowing that you put into 
the hands of your friend, or of some acquaintance, 
the means whereby he or she may be led to become 
an interested watcher and activ promoter of the in- 
tellectual and ethical development of the people. 
There is no knowing how much good such a trial 
subscription may do; many a time a sample copy 
alone has enlisted a zealous soldier in the army of 
peaceful progress. If you can afford to fill that 
subscription blank which you will find on page 162 
with names of trial subscribers, or can get that 
many men to giv you fifty cents each for that pur- 
pose, so much the better. 


On February 24th, at Petersburg, Ind., Rev. Mr. 
Omelvina, Presbyterian, laid down the law of the 
church in fine style. He remarked that “ prayer- 
meetings and other services of the Lord are to be 
observed before any secret lodge duties are in or- 
der.” This is a matter that concerns only the mem- 
bers of the church and of the secret societies—as 
they are in these various organizations of their own 
free choice, they can either submit to the dictation 
of the minister or get out of thechurch. But when 
the clergyman begins to talk of rebellion if the state 
does not permit him to run his neighbors’ affairs on 
Sunday, we are at once interested and propose to 
hav something to say in the discussion that must 
follow his shriek of defiance. Listen to him: 

“If the government continues as it has for the last 
twenty-five years in disregarding the Sabbath, it is the 
duty of the Presbyterians and Methodists and all the rest 
of the Lord’s people to defy it and destroy it off the face 
of the earth; to rise up as one man, and put it down.” 

That is, if these theocrats cannot force their re- 
ligion down the throats of the people at the point 
of the federal bayonet, they are going to deluge 
the land in blood at the trumpet call of a “ Thus 
saith the Lord"! ‘This is a characteristic pronun- 
ciamento ; it is one of the most consistently relig- 
ious utterances of which we hav heard for some 
time—rule or ruin is the traditional policy of the 
church. Do not these Covenanter simpletons know 


that they are doing their best to commit suicide? 
They owe their liberty to the secular principle which 
they despise and hate. Where would their com- 
parativly small church be if the theocratic principle 
should become imbedded in the federal law? As 
the correspondent says who sent us the report of 
the sermon of Mr. Omelvina, “such United States 
citizenship is equaled only by the gratitude of the 
man who beat his horse to death because he was 
ashamed to acknowledge that he owed his life to 
the faithful beast.” 


** Mere Freethinkers” are reminded of this remark 
made by J. A. Froude: . 

“As for the superstitions investing Christianity, they 
inevitably molder, and hardly concern us so much as 
the growing superstitions which fancy themselvs reason- 
able and progressiv.” 

The trouble is that the “growing superstitions” 
hav their root in Christianity and Theism, as-a rule, 
and hence the sanction and shelter of those super- 
stitions ; and while the parent delusions retain their 
authority over the minds of men but little can be 
done for the emancipation of humanity from the 
chains of the newer superstitions. In fact, many of 
the so-called “growing superstitions” are not new 
at all; they are simply the old besotted tyrannies 
in new guises. Theology has merely adapted 
itself to the changed conditions of this age, and 
instead of crushing the aspirations and the happi- 
ness Of men in the name of God employs other but 
equally awe-inspiring catch-words with which to 
anesthetize the masses while it robs and enslaves 
them. There can be no great advance for the race 
while it is dominated and deluded by supernatural 
moralities; Christianity is essentially the enemy of 
freedom and justice, and it directs our practical life 
to-day, either openly or through subtle agencies. 
He is not a prudent leader who underrates its 
strength; he fatally misestimates the terrible power 
of ingrained customs, the fierce persistence of 
hereditary tendencies. Our Freethought is only 
individual as yet; it is not racial, it is not in the 
blood of the people. Notice how very frequently 
the children of Liberals go into the church. As 
Grant Allen well says in “The Woman Who Did,” 
‘Heredity of mental and moral qualities is a preca- 
rious matter. These things lie, as it were, on the 
topmost plane of character; they smack of the indi- 
vidual, and are therefore far less likely to persist 
in offspring than the deeper-seated and better- 
established peculiarities of the family, the clan, the 
race, or the species. They are idiosyncratic. In- 
deed, when we remember how greatly the mental 
and moral faculties differ from brother to brother, 
the product of the same two parental factors, can we 
wonder that they differ much more from father to 
son, the product of one like factor alone, diluted by 
the addition of a relativly unknown quality, the 
maternal influence?” No, there is still plenty of 
work for the “mere Freethinker.” 


—— — — ipe ———————— ——— 

The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week contribute to the columns of the Chicago 
Tribune. "That journal, referring to the attempt to 
prevent freedom of speech in Hoboken, N. J., says 
that the fatal mistake made by the ministers of that 
town was in taking any notice whatever of Colonel 
Ingersoll who *long ago ceased to hav any influ- 
ence in his attacks upon the Bible and Ohristianity. 

If the ministers will let him alone the people 
will, for they are tired of him and his stale repeti- 
tions of cynicism and poor wit which he has so long 
employed as substitutes for reason and argument." 
The ZTibune is evidently prejudiced in favor of the 
stale platitudes of the pulpit, which hav been reit- 
erated now for some two thousand years without 
gaining anything in truth or beauty from their con- 
tinuous use. The Chicago paper also says: 

** Colonel Ingersoll was not only gratified that he had 
secured his opportunity to arraign the Bible but he 
improved the occasion to score the ‘ savages’ who made 
the statute which so nearly tripped him up and to roast 
‘the priests’ who had tried to stop his lecture. The 
Colonel, indeed, became go bitter in his assaults upon the 
latter as to arraign his own reputation for tolerance and 
charity, especially when he declared that there were per- 
sons in Hoboken who would gladly bring fagots and 
build 4 tire around him, All this and much other silly 
stuff Colonel Ingersoll poured out upon his audience. All 
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of which goes to show that his intolerance is worse even 
than the intolerance he charges against the ministers. 
There is no more uneharitable man in the world than 
Colonel Ingersoll. There is no degree of abuse to which 
he will not descend in agsailing those who do not believe 
as he does. The odium theologicum is mild as compared 
with the Ingersoll odium.” 

l It will be very easy to show the. fallacies of this 
deliverance. Colonel: Ingersoll is no more intoler- 
ant than was Voltaire, who devoted his splendid 
‘abilities to the destruction of intolerance. As it is 
preposterous to say that the right to liberty in- 
cludes the right to hold slaves, so it is utterly illog- 
ical to assume that he who is battling for freedom 
of speech should refrain from ho'ding up to ridicule 
and contempt those who would deny freedom of 
speech. We would remind the Zribune that it is 
good Bible doctrin that they who take the sword 
shall find their own quietus on its point, and the 
Hoboken ministers hay no one but themselvs to 
thank for the pricking they received from Colonel 
Ingersoll’s keen blade. But—and this is the vital 
distinction between the Freethinker and the Chris- 
tian priest—while Colonel Ingersoll uses only the 
weapon of the mind, the priest is eager to wield the 
knife of the legal executioner. When Rev. Mr. 
Beatty invoked the law to silence the heretic he 
unfurled the black flag and enrolled himself in the 
infamous ranks of the pirates who scour the seas of 
thought. 


———————— 
At the recent hearing on the Excise law before 
the committee of the Assembly at Albany, there 
were so many preachers and other representativs of 
the Sunday people that Freethought’s champion— 
Adolph Bierck, attorney and secretary of Tar TRUTH 
SxEEkER— did not get an opportunity to present his 
argument, but he has the promis of the committee 
that he shall be heard in the near future, and with 
this we must be content for the present. The 
clerics and their allies had the first chance.to speak, 
as they had taken time by the forelock and got in 
their applications very early, but the cpposition to 
the extreme church position was voiced by Otto 
Kempner, ex-Senator Boyd, and other representa- 
tivs of the singing, athletic, and labor associations, 
and the trade interests which are working for a 
modification of the existing law. Not one day nor 
two days would hav sufficed to exhaust the list of 
attorneys for superstition and repression. The 
preachers were in such numbers that, as Mr. Bierck 
remarks, “they considered themselvs able to direct 
the whole trend of further legislation in the Empire 
state, and there was not one who did not bear upon 
his face a self-satisfied smile that proclaimed it.” 
But not a smile curled the lips of the women who 
represented the religious societies in various parts of 
the state, and “they looked defiance at the commit- 
tee and at about every man who did not look like a 
parson.” On the other side of the Assembly room 
sat the delegates from sixteen German singing so- 
cieties, the liquor dealers’ associations, state and 
` city, the spokesmen of the labor unions, of differ- 
ent cities, and advocates of the measures introduced 
by the Excise Reform Association, as well as dele- 
gations coming from other interests in all parts of 
the state. Bishop Doane of the Episcopal church 
was the first speaker: “He planted himself firmly 
and squarely on the ground that the proposed leg- 
islation in favor of a less restricted Sunday was an 
attack upon that day as a religious institution which 
it was the duty of the state to protect, as such. 
His entire argument was based upon this miscon- 
ception.” Mr. Kempner made a moderate and sen- 
sible speech on the other side, and then from the 
close of his address to “the hour of adjournment 
the delegates were engaged, and anathemas and 
rhetorical pyrotechnics were hurled back and forth 
until the poor committee was completely used up 
and, in self-defense, went into executiv session.” 
Mr. Bierck will receive notification a week ahead of 
the next hearing, when he will do his best to make it 
interesting for the defenders of privilege, and to 
advance the cause of rational Sunday liberty. 


It is lamentable that there is so little clear and 
coherent thought and utterance concerning prob- 
lems upon the right solution of which depend to 
Ao grest an extent the comfort and happiness of 


the people. So much is taken for granted, espe- 
cially where religious prejudices and interests are 
involved, which require impartial and dispassionate 
examination, that one is almost driven to despair of 
the reasoning powers of the average man. To 
illustrate: The Hzaminer (Baptist), after showing 
that the state has nothing to do with religion, be- 
yond protecting the religious rights of the citizen, 
Bays! | 

** No one, under whatever guise, has a right to disturb 
the Sunday worship of his neighbors. No one has a 
right, on Sunday, to go through the streets with a band 
of music, or to cry his wares. But any work done that 
does not interfere with the rights of others is utterly out 
of the proper reach of the law.” 

Is not the Hzaminer substituting for the equal 
rights of all the citizens the religious rights of a 
part of the citizens? Why hav not the members of 
the band, and those who wish to hear the music 
made by the band, the same right to the use of Sun- 
day that the preacher and his congregation hav? 
Why has not the salesman the same right to cry his 
wares on Sunday that the minister and the church 
organist hav to perform the labor that brings thém 
the means whereby they liv? If it be answered 
that the minister does not make a noise of a dis- 
turbing nature,as do the bandsman and the pedler, 
and that no one is compelled to come within the 
range of his utterances, while many are forced to 
listen unwillingly to the notes of the band and the 
cries of the huckster, it should be said that this 
objection raises the issue of disturbance, not merely 
of disturbance on Sunday. We take.it that the 
congregation has the same right to protection from 
noise on week-day evenings when it holds meetings 
that it has on Sunday. We take it that the lecturer, 
the teacher, the business man, all hav the same 
right to protection from noise at any and all times 
that the congregation and its pastor hav at any and 
all times. Therefore, we are bound to conclude 
that this is a question of equal human rights, in- 
stead of religious rights, and that all the laws that 
may be enacted to restrain the makers of noise 
must apply to all days alike, wholly regardless of 
any peculiar sanctity supposed by some persons to 
attach to one of those days, or to the particular use 
made of it by the fraction of the population that 
attends religious services. Another conclusion is 
that those of the people who like to hear the band, 
or to make purchases on Sunday or week-day even- 
ings when there are religious services in the churches 
or a performance at the opera house or the theater, 
hav the same right to demand that their wishes 
shall be respected that the other citizens hav. If 
the -principle of majority rule is to be respected 
these must decide; for there can be no question 
that very many more would rather hear a good band 
on Sunday than listen to the sermon of a minister. 
Necessarily there are many who would be glad to 
hav much less noise on all days of the week, while 
there are many others who do not object to trains, 
and church bells, and bands, and labor's various 
sounds, on any day. Upon the whole we 
think that the less law there is in regard to these 
matters the better; even where there is actual inva- 
sion it may be wiser, generally, to leave the settle- 
ment of disputes to the persons immediately con- 
cerned, for unthreatened good sense and good will, 
inspiring to mutual concessions, will often do much 
more to secure order and peace than irritating 
statutes. At all events, we hav no place in this 
country for laws based on the idea of religious 
rights or Infidel rights; we can recognize only the 
rights of the plain citizen. 

———ü— 


` Charles Dudley Warner has charge of the “ Edi- 
tor's Study" in Harpers Magazine, and in that 
department in the issue for March we find these 
sentences: 

**The ignorance of the Bible among students in our 
public schools and colleges furnishes a curious illustration 
of the inadequacy of our educational machine to meet 
the requirements of life. It is significant also of & deeper 
miscarriage of our social and political life. We seem to 
be astonished that we cannot hav public virtue without 

' private virtue, and that a fair legislativ and executiv 
' machine will not produce an honest and temperate com- 
munity.” . 

This amounts to an assertion that our educational 

system would be adequate to meet the require- 
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ments of life if it was so organized as to impart a 
thorough knowledge of the Bible. No doubt an 
exhaustiv study of the Bible along scientific and 
critical lines would do much to prepare the young 
man and woman for the struggles and temptations 
of life and thus conduce to the improvement of our 
politics and sociology, but this would not be an 
exceptional result—the scientific and critical study 
of Shakspere would be at least equally beneficial. 
The important consideration, however, is that the 
advocates of Bible reading in the schools would be 
the uncompromising opposers of anything approach- 
ing an impartial examination of their fetich, in 
either common school or college. They want the 
book accepted as the revealed will of God, not 
studied as the production of fallible men. When 
Mr. Warner assumes that private virtue or political 
honesty would be augmented by the general incul- 
cation of Bible principles as Christian teachers 
would inculcate them, he assumes that which is dis- 
credited by the history of the Christian world. 
The Caucasian has carried civilization to the four 
quarters of the globe, not because he is a Christian, 
but in spite of that fact. The impelling forces hav 
been racial and geographical, not religious. But 
Christianity has done much to make the civiliz- 
ing process a cruel and bloody one. Mr. Warner 
further remarks that if we can get good restraining 
laws on the statute books the friends of righteous- 
ness will hav the same advantage that would be 
theirs if they had the Ten Commandments behind 
them. What is needed is not restraining laws’ that 
would be acceptable to intolerant preachers, but a 
return to the ideal of the fathers that it is the busi- 
ness Of the state to defend the equal liberty of all 
citizens and stop right there. As to the Ten Com- 
mandments, half of them are obsolete or invasivly 
immoral, and hence can be of no assistance to the 
‘instructor, the parent, or the statesman, while the 
others hav their sources in the experience and neces- 
sities of the race, and therefore are not original 
with or confined to the Bible. 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 
Works. 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine’s “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 
us to lower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: 

AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Eight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. om 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 

THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke’s attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

PAINE’S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo, 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. This book and Tue Taura SEEKER 
one year, $5. 

PAINE'S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 
containing Common Sense, Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1. 

PAINE'S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One vci- 
ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay - 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. With Life of Paine and 
steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 


We trust all our readers will do their best to 
scatter these splendid works all over the country. 


Fond Parent: ‘‘ Bobby, nurse tells me that you did not 
say your prayers last night." Bobby: ‘‘ Willie said his.” 
Fond Parent: ''That is all the more reason why you 
should hav said yours.” Bobby: ‘‘ Well, I indorsed 
everything that Willie said, and declared myself.” —Har- 
per's Bazar. 


` 
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FOR JUSTICE IN ARIZONA 


A Strong Demand for the Taxation of 
Church Property. 


GOOD WORK BEARING FRUIT. 


As a Resnit of President Putnam’s Campaign 
the Legislature is Memorialized to Amend 
the Tax Laws, and the Cities Where He 
Lectured Are at the Front in the Movement. 


The question of the equal taxation of the prop- 
erty of the churches with that of the private citizen 
who has his money otherwise invested is up for dis- 
cussion and decision in Arizona. They are a wide 
awake people out there, and so it did not take them 
long, after Mr. Putnam had called their attention 
to the gross injustice and great danger of favoritism 
in taxation, to determin on doing something to 
place the territory in line for the equal rights of all 
citizens. The petition given below was prepared 
for circulation, and within twenty-four hours it was 
signed, in Tucson alone, by more than one hundred 
and fifty persons, including many church members. 
This is its text: 


To the Honorable Council and House of Representativs 
of Arizona Territory, Greeting: 

The undersigned tax payers of said territory respect- 
fully request and sincerely urge that you amend our 
revenue laws so that all property except that owned by 
the United States, by this territory, by the counties 
thereof, or by the municipal corporations therein, shall 
be assessed and a tax therefrom collected, so that the oft 
repeated phrase, that 'all taxation shall be uniform and 
equal,’? may not be violated, and that all portions of the 
community may bear their equal share of burden. 

In other words, we request and urge that you amend 
paragraph 2630 of the revised statutes of tbis territory 
by repealing subdivision 4 of said paragraph, which 
exempts from taxation the property of people of a certain 
class of religious views, while the property of another 
class who think differently is at all times subject to taxa- 
tion; and which in our opinion violates that general rule 
that ‘‘all taxation shall be uniform and equal.” 


The press does not seem to be muzzled in Ari- 
zona as itis in various other parts of the country; at 
least, some of the editors are not reluctant about 
speaking out frankly and clearly on the side of 
* justice for all, privilege for none.” In its issue of 
. Feb. 23 the Arizona Daily Citizen of Tucson said 
editorially : 

We publish elsewhere the copy of & petition which has 
been quite numerously signed in this city praying the 


legislature to pass a law imposing a tax on church prop- 
erty. The suggestion, we think, is an excellent one, and 


it is probable that something will be done in that direc- |. 


tion. The question of the taxation of church property 
has been before the people of the states many times, and 

like all important reforms has many prejudices to combat, 
but the end sooner or later is ever destined to be reached. 

Aia meeting held in Milwaukee the other day, City 
Olerk Anderson delivered himself of a moving address, 
in which he said : 

** Tt was a sad sight to see a congregation whose com- 
bined wealth was millions demanding exemption from tax 
on their princely eathedral, while the widow with three 
or four children is taxed remorselessly to meet every 
fund the city or county raises, the fund to pay the church 
for conducting its orphan asylums included. But the 
widow was weak and the church strong and wealthy.” 

There is no equality in such taxation, and equality be- 
fore the law is the prerogative and right of every Ameri- 
can citizen, and neither privileges nor rights should be 
granted to one that is a forbidden enjoyment to another. 
We say this with all due respect and reverence to churches 
and church organizations, but there is no justice in tax- 
ing any one man for the support of his neighbors’ re- 

gion. 

President James A. Garfield, who bore one of the names 
most revered in American history, a God-fearing Chris- 
tian statesman, once said : 

. *'f'The divorce between church and state ought to be 
absolute. It ought to be so absolute that no church prop- 
erty anywhere, in any state, or in the nation, should be 
exempt from equal taxation; for if you exempt the prop- 
erty of any church organization, to that extent you im- 
pose a tax on the whole community." 

There is in the United States as determined by the cen- 
sus of 1890, a total value of church property amounting to 
$679, 694,439, of which the Methodist denominations own 
and control $132, 140.179 ; the Roman Catholic $118,371, - 
366 ; Presbyterian, $94,869,097 ; Episcopal, $82,835,418 ; 

^ Baptist, $82,392,423; Congregationalist, $43,835,437 ; 
Lutheran, $35,060,354: Reformed, $18,744,242; Disci- 
ples of Christ, $12,206,038; Unitarian, $10,335,100 ; Jew- 
ish congregations, $9,754,275 ; Universalist, $8,054,333, 
and soon down the Jong list of the forty-two religious 
bodies professing faith of one kind or snotherin the 
United States. Now as all this great aggregation of tem- 
poral wealth demands and receives the protection of law, 
it is manifestly fair that it should bear its just proportion 
of the state expenses. 

It is, however, so far as Arizona is concerned, a matter 
for the conscience and consideration of our law makers. 
For our part we believe in equal rights before the law in: 
suffrage and taxation. 


Now that Mr. Putnam has left the territory, the 
friends out there would be glad to see Mrs. Free- 


man or some other of our field workers, and we are 
sure that a cordial welcome would be accorded to 
whoever could make a tour of the embryo Liberal 
commonwealth at this crucial time. One of our 
correspondents in Arizona wishes to know what 
states at present impose a tax on the church, and to 
what extent. California nominally taxes the prop- 
erty of the ecclesiastical associations, but we are in- 
formed that those associations, like wealthy cor- 
porations of other kinds, often find ways to evade 
the payment of the assessments. Sometimes the 
assessor is initially incapable of doing his duty, and 
sometimes he is tampered with by the interested 
property owners. Again, if the assessment has 
been made all right, an injunction is asked for re- 
straining the officials from collecting the tax; the 
injunction, supposed to be only temporary, is, 
through the neglect to test decisivly the question 
at issue, made permanent, to all intents and pur- 
poses. This is “ government by injunction” in the 
interest of the divinely instituted “ protector of the 
morals of thepeople.” Until church officers become 
honest the battle will be only half won when the 
legislature passes and the governor signs a bill for 
the taxation of church property. It will take eter- 
nal vigilance to collect the tax. But this fact should 
not discourage the advocates of equality of taxation 
—trather it should spur them to renewed exertions. 
The more unscrupulous the beneficiaries of privi- 
leges are the greater the necessity that they be 
curbed in the hour of their comparativ weakness, 
before exemption has aggrandized them so that 
they can openly defy the staté. In this city the 
multimillionaire Trinity Church Corporation has ne- 
glected to supply its tenements with water above 
the first floor, and when the Board of Health had 
the officials fined for their flagrant disobedience to 
the law the corporation fought the case to the 
highest court in the state, and even now, after the 
court of appeals has decided that the water pipes 
must be put in, the pious trustees are wasting their 
strength in protests through the press and other- 
wise, instead of doing what decent property owners 
would hav done without the mandate of a court. 

The lower house of the Colorado legislature has 
recently passed a bill taxing church property above 
$2,500. As the basis of assessment is one-third, 
this bill, if it becomes a law, will leave all ecclesi- 
astical property in the state which is not worth 
more than $7,500, still exempt. It is to be hoped: 
that Arizona can do better than this, although the 
victory won in the Centennial state is by no means 
to be despised. 

Our correspondent states that itis told in Ari- 
zone by the advocates of exemption that the churches 
in the District of Columbia were once sold for taxes, 
but that Congress reconsidered the matter and had 
them returned to the religious societies. We know 
nothing of any such transaction. Of course, it is 
barely possible that long ago, under the operation 
of some of the numerous Maryland or Congressional 
statutes, something of the kind happened to a 
ehurch in the District, but it is not material whether 
the story is true or false—it has nothing to do with 
the principle of equal taxation nor with the present 
imperativ necessity for the repeal of the exemption 
laws of the states and territories. 


In the Banner State. 


I often wonder if all the platform workers in 
other states are as hard at work as we are in Ore- 
gon. I hope so. Miss Nettie A. Olds and myself 
are keeping up the interest of three circuits—Port- 
land, Forest Grove, and MeMinnville—by changing 
platforms twice a month, assisting each other in our 
entertainments, and having perfect cooperation all 
along the line. Miss Olds is exceptional in ability 
among ten thousand young women. She wins the 
affection of both old and young, and is a very suc- 
cessful worker. ; 

Owing to adverse circumstances the report of our 
Paine anniversaries is late in reaching you. We 
agreed that she should report the Christmas and 
New Year's entertainments, and I the Paine cele- 
brations, but, as you will see later, my excuse for 
tardiness is legal. The first anniversary was held 
in Portland, when the First Secular Church invited 
the Turners and Spiritualists to unite with the 
Secularists in one grand demonstration. A fine 
program was arranged by Miss Olds, consisting of 
music -and recitations, together with full orchestra, 
and Mrs. A. E. Barker as orator. I would like to 
speak of each number, for all were good, but space 
forbids; yet I must mention the Sunday-school’s 
twenty-four little fellows who sang a chorus— 

A white lie, a black lie— 
No matter, ’tis the same ; 

A lie is a lie, my girls and boys, 
Whatever be its name. 


It was so perfectly rendered that it brought forth 


tremendous applause. Another chorus, in German, 
by the Turnverein singing section (thirty-two voices) 
was exceedingly fine. The president of the Turners’ 
association made a short speech in German.on the 
life of Paine, and the exercises closed with a few 
timely remarks by Miss Olds upon the importance. 
of co-operation on the part of all Liberal organiza- 
tions. After that we danced, and the whole was a. 
SUCCESS. 

At 7:40 the following morning, the beginning of 
a perfect day, Miss Olds and myself took the train 
for McMinnville. At Forest Grove we were met by 
members of the Secular Sunday-school, who accom- 
panied us to McMinnville to assist in the exercises. 
Here, after catching an hour’s sleep, we went to the 
opera house, where we helped to decorate the stage 
with evergreens and appropriate mottoes, and-exer- 
cised the pupils of the Sunday-school in their work. 
I cannot express my appreciation of the assistance 
rendered me by Mrs. Mary A. Booth in drilling my 
children in my absence. The loyality of every mem- 
ber of the McMinnville Union is above praise. Our 
musical and literary exercises were similar to those 
in Portland. The song and flag drill was espe- 
cially fine. A tribute to Thomas Paine, in rhyme, 
by two little tots four years old, Ethel Ford and 
Lola Walker, was applauded and encored. Another 
beautiful feature of the evening was a solo by one of 
my Forest Grove nestlings, little Lessie Crow, en- 
titled “My Gray Kitten.” He is five years old and 
has the sweetest of soprano voices. A solo was also 
sung by the leading soprano of my juvenil choir at 
Forest Grove, Miss Ada Robinson, ten years old. 
Miss Ada bids fair to be among the leading singers 
of Oregon. An oration by Mrs. Barker on “Thomas 
Paine as 8 Man” closed the exercises. We then ad- 
journed to Wright's hall, which the good Liberals 
had deeoraated for the dancers, and in which they 
had also set the table for a midnight dinner. All 
around, it was a success; besides, the whole affair 
was pronounced the best conducted and most gen- 
teel event known to McMinnville. At 5 o'clock on 
the morning of the 29th Miss Olds, myself, and the 
children took the train for Forest Grove, where, 
after catching another hour’s sleep, we repaired to 
Vert’s Liberal hall to rehearse for the evening’s en- 
tertainment. The hall had been decorated already 
with evergreens and flags, and its attractivness was 
further enhanced by two transparencies—“ Thomas 
Paine, Author-Hero of the Revolution,” and “Spare 
the Man but Kill the Monarchy.” Large portraits 
of Paine and Ingersoll and of George Washington 
and Martha Washington adorned the rear of the 
stage, all of them united by the motto, * Our He- 
roes,” in silver letters; under Paine and Washing- 
ton, *1776;" under Ingersoll, “1895.” Our pro- 
gram of fourteen numbers was musical and literary; 
Mrs. Barker orator of the evening. There were 
some good Christian people here who did not want 
the town flag flung to the breeze on this occasion ; 
but, gentlemen, it went to the top of the flagstaff, 
and floated there until night, when it was lowered 
and festooned across the front of our stage in place 
of the drop curtain. Our exercises opened with a 
full chorus, followed by a recitation by one of our 
brightest young ladies, Miss Ina Freeman, “Charles 
Sumner’s Address to the National Flag.” Every 
number was good, but I cannot close without men- 
tioning a few in this report. The Forest Grove 
javenil choir is considered the best in the state. . 
Their song, “ Freedom’s Banner,” with flag drill, was 
excellent. They win the highest praise from all 
who hear them, and they deserve it. I hav had 
them under my tuition now one year. Little Lessie 
Crow—and he is the whitest crow you ever saw, for 
flaxen hair hangs in tight curls around his head— 
with his sweet voice sang “I’m a Roaming Little 
Darkey,” bringing down the house. Each night 
my oration was followed by a recitation from Miss 
Addie Doney, “A Tribute to Thomas Paine.” She 
is ten years of age and a fine elocutionist. The ex- 
ercises Occupied two hours and forty minutes, end- 
ing with a recitation by Miss Nettie A. Olds, a 
selection from Ingersoll’s Prose Poems. Thus were 
closed three successiv anniversary celebrations of 
the great Infidel, Thomas Paine. 

Of course this made our opponents feel that they 
must “demonstrate” also; so on the Thursday fol- 
lowing Thomas Paine was hanged in effigy in the 
Congregational church yard, and on the next Sun- 
day Rev. Charles Edward Locke, pastor of the Taylor 
street Methodist church of Portland, delivered a 
sermon on the “ Fruits of Infidelity.” He discoursed 
at length upon “Tom” Paine, and was reported in 
the Oregonian. He was answered by a dozen or 
more able men and women, which called out another 
sermon, “ Paine from History.” I was requested to 
answer these attacks, which I did on February 22d 
at the Orpheum theater, Portland. To-night, the 
25th, the Liberal element, with the Secular Church 
of Portland and the Turners at the head, meet in a 
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grand demonstration for Paine with C. B. Reynolds 
as orator of the evening. 

Mr. Reynolds addressed the Forest Grove people 
morning and evening, Sunday, Feb. 24th, and will 
speak at McMinnville, Sunday, March 3d. It is not 
necessary for me to tell you how much he was ap- 
preciated by our people, as he was known to you 
long ago. 

It was my sad duty to conduct the funeral ser- 
vices of a little boy, a baby brother to four of our 
Sunday-school children—little Ralph Voss, aged 
nineteen months—on my return from my second 
defense of Paine. Thus sorrows and joys flit 
through our lives, making us what we are. 

Now for the reasons why I hav not reported ear- 
lier: On the 30th of January I started to the leg- 
islature at Salem, where I met Hon. Lee McLaugh- 
lin and Katie Kehm Smith, we three constituting 
the legislativ committee of the Oregon State Secular 
Union to work for the taxation of church property. 
I was there two weeks and three days. On my re- 
turn many duties awaited me, which, together with 
the answer to Dr. Locke, hav occupied all my time. 
Hoping you may find a place for this long report, I 
subscribe myself your co-worker, 

Forest Grove, Or. Mrs. A. E. Barrer. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The semi-annual election of officers of the First 
Secular Church of Portland, held. on the 10th inst., 
resulted as follows: Mr. Chas. Hagner, president ; 
Mr. Geo. Bailey, Mrs. Dewey, Mr. A. Fiestle, Mr. 
F. Neunert, Mr. S. S. Long, and Mrs. May Hagner, 
vice-presidents; W. E. Jones, treasurer; Mrs. 
Clara Bailey, secretary. 

Since the organization of the church, Mr. Hagner 
has been the mainstay, for many months advancing 
money for hall rent, music, etc., out of his own 
pocket. He is a prominent member and activ 
worker in the labor organizations in this city, and 
by securing a hall jointly with them has enabled 
us to reduce our expenses nearly one-half. He has 
always considered himself a committee of one to act 
in whatever capacity it seemed necessary, and the 
success of the organization is largely due to his 
personal efforts. As proof of their appreciation 
and as testimony to their confidence, the members 
of the Secular Church unanimously elected him 
president. 

The entire board is composed of representativ 
Liberals, and under its management much good 
work will be accomplished. 

Our friend and co-worker, Mr. C. B. Reynolds, of 
Tacoma, is with us. He has applied for a license 
from the Oregon State Secular Union and will lend 
his efforts to aid the cause in this state. This is a 
grand victory for Oregon. With the assistance of 
such men as C. B, Reynolds, for what dare we not 
hope in future? Lecturers we need and will hav. 
There is not a town in the state where & local so- 
ciety cannot be organized when we hav a lecturer 
to put in charge. As the summer months draw 
near, we are assured that a number of cur Eastern 
friends will enter the work as lecturers in the ** ban- 
ner state for Freethought.” 

The prospects for a public debate are now attract- 
ing the attention of a great many people here. 
Rev. I. D. Driver, the champion of Methodism, who 
recently published himself as “the greatest lect- 
urer of the age against Infidelity,” and who claims 
to hav “successfully answered Colonel Ingersoll 
and his chosen debaters, having been called to 
Chicago especially for that purpose,” has been 
challenged by the First Secular Church to meet Mr. 
C. B. Reynolds in debate. The morning after the 
challenge was presented, Mr. Driver took a “drive” 
out to southern Oregon. He will return, however, 
and if the debate takes place, you will hear of it.. 

Nerte A. Oros, Lecturer First Secular Church. 
193 Fourth street, Portland, Or., Feb. 27, 1895. 


— ee Q——— 

Some Recollections of Frederick Douglass. 

In reading the account of the obsequies of the 
distinguished man whom Rochester has just buried, 
I lived over some of the years when I was engaged 
with him in the work of the slave’s redemption ; 
and though there are several biographies of him 
now before the public, some things belonging to 
the period before the war and showing the treat- 
ment which Rochester gave Mr. Douglass and fam- 
ily, recalled now, in contrast with the honors which 
on Feb. 26th the city, as well as the thousands of 
private citizens, bestowed upon the remains of their 
former townsman, may prove of interest to many of 
your readers. I hav walked with Mr. Douglass as 
I would hav walked with. any other gentleman, 
when even the children would call out, “ Nigger— 
two niggers!” I hav heard him addressed, when 
speaking in the Rochester city hall, as “nigger,” 
and the audience were asked to whitewash him— 
the acting mayor present, but no reproof for the 


rowdies. I was once invited to a gathering in the | 
town of Holly, where a colloquy was to be had and 
a dinner in the open air. Mr. Douglass was also 
invited, as he would report the colloquy for his 
paper. The ladies left the table, for they would not 
“eat with a nigger.” In the carriage that conveyed 
us to the station Mr. Douglass took a seat, and the 
editor of a paper, published, I think, at Medina, 
objected to riding in the vehicle with the Negro. I 
hav invited Mr. Douglass and wife to my home, 
with some distinguished guest from Europe, when 
all the children, some of a pretty large growth, 
would place themselvs just outside my premises 
and devote the entire time of my visitors’ stay to 
all sorts of disagreeable talk about “niggers” and 
“nigger worshipers.”— Yesterday the central church 
held for the time being his honored remains! 

I was one of a company, with. Mr. Douglass and 
his daughter, who went to the Universalist church 
to hear some distinguished speaker, when the sex- 
ton was so disturbed that he came near resigning 
his office; for I insisted that the Douglasses should 
occupy a seat with the others of the party. 

Well, time works wonders. Perhaps some of us 
Freethinkers, in the century upon which we are 
about to enter, may be called respectable people. 
Even to-day Thomas Paine is spoken of in the 
presence of Christians, and some of them are suffi- 
ciently civilized to hear the name without sneering. 

If the ministers could only find an occupation 
besides preaching that would giv them a living, how 
fast the world would improve! Libraries would 
multiply; people would work for this world and 
patiently wait for the work of another when they 
should be born into it. Lucy N. Corman. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 


Should Free Speech Ever Be Restricted ? 


In the Boston Globe of March 8d there is a sym- 
posium in reply to the above question, and William 
Lloyd Garrison contributes this unequivocal answer: 

` « One would think that the history of the world 
had settled for all time the futility of restricting 
free speech. As well attempt to cap Vesuvius. 
Speech is the safety-valve of thought. Even if mis- 
taken or vicious, it loses its power the moment it is 
uttered. Suppressed it is as dangerous as dyna- 
mite, which then becomes a logical result. 

“Only distrust in popular government prompts 
the attempt to curb freedom of expression. The 
various schemes proposed to shield this country 
from the incoming of Anarchists, the sensitivness 
regarding utterances controverting popular beliefs, 
as recently illustrated by the foolish effort to forbid 
Colonel Ingersoll’s lecturing in Hoboken, the im- 
patient wish, so often expressed, to silence certain 
advocates of ideas held to be contrary to good mor- 
als and government—all betray faithlessness in 
truth and in the people. 

“Freedom is the sure antidote for free speech. 
This fear that the people cannot safely hear the 
most pernicious doctrins is a confession that de- 
mocracy is a failure. Self-government is founded 
on the axiom that the wisdom of all is greater than 
the wisdom of the most enlightened few. In great 
national crises we hav always been saved by the 
plain common people, and not by tke colleges or 
the wealthy classes. 

* Much more dangerous and to be dreaded than 
the Anarchists or Socialists is the citizen who would 
suppress free speech. They are the legitimate 
children of restriction, and need the medicin of 
liberty. I wish there were a hall in every city 
where untrammeled speech could find vent, even 
though it were aimed at government, morals, or re- 
ligion. The sooner would the people’s reason and 
good sense discern the errors, which would then be 
harmless. Powder exposed to the air soon loses its 
explosive possibilities. 

“Tf, at this stage of the experiment, the great 
republic is afraid of its fundamental principles, has 
more faith in the power of ignorance than of knowl- 
edge, of evil than of good, let us adopt the language 
of Dr. Holmes: 

“c ., , . . then Liberty, good-night! Pack 
up your ballot-box and go to blazes!’ 

“Fortunately, the people who think are more 
potent than many who talk, and when educated 
pessimism urges paternal restraints, and predicts 
calamity with universal suffrage, echo Milton’s in- 
spiring defiance: ‘Let Truth and Falsehood grap- 
ple; whoever knew Truth put to the worst in a 
free and open encounter ?’” 


Incapability of change is incapability of improve- 
ment; and incapability of change in externals, with 
whatsoever fair names it may glorify itself, is noth- 
ing else than an involuntary testimony of the dying 
out of the inward life, a deceptiv veiling over of 
death.— Bunsen. 


` 


Observations. 


Editor C. C. Moore sees things as through blue 
grass darkly. Speaking in his paper, the Blade, of 
a book he wrote while (unjustly) in jail, he observes 
that, apart from “ Fleta,” a law book, and Bunyan's 
* Pilgrim’s Progress,” his is the only book composed 
under similar circumstances. So Mr. Moore, though 
a professed exponent of Rationalism, has not heard 
of Thomas Paine in the Luxembourg prison writing 
Part I. of the “Age of Reason ;” of Robert Taylor 
in Oakham jail producing his “ Diegesis” and “ Syn- 
tagma;" of George William Foote in Holloway 
“gaol” engaged on “A Prisoner for Blasphemy,” 
nor of D. M. Bennett in the Albany penitentiary 
devoting his leisure hours to a series of letters en- 
titled * Behind the Bars,” and composing the two- 
volume octavo, “The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times." Editor Moore's advocacy of 
Rationalism might be rendered more coherent by 
familiarity with its History. He should add Knowl- 
edge to his understanding, and mingle Thought 
with his literary labors. 


As is to be seen in many instances which might 
be mentioned, intolerant religious laws and restrictiv 
marriage laws travel and lodge together, and are 
supported by. the same individual and associated 
bigots. Such marriage laws may be approved by 
some sort of experience which the race has never 
yet had, but they are in devilish bad company now. 


The clergy of Woonsocket, R. I., hav called upon 
one another to take the necessary steps to keep 
their congregations away from a spielkartenfest 
held for the benefit of the Woonsocket hospital. A 
spielkartenfest, I take it, is a card-playing festival 
or contest. The objection to it in the minds of the 
clergymen is that it teaches children the fascina- 
tions of the game, and that “while people should 
be preparing by prayer and self-examination for the 
revival, spielkarten music, costumes, and pictures are 
flitting through their minds to the destruction of more 
serious thought." This means no more nor less 
than that the event is likely to make the Woon- 
socketers happy when God has permitted that they 
might be miserable. Card playing and praying are 
both respectable old offenders. The former has 
been diverted to the ends of gambling, because a 
game of cards determins two chances—one to win, 
the other to lose. Praying, however, is never gam- 
bled on, because it determins nothing. Everything 
stands exactly as before. It may be safely cop- 
pered to lose, but as there is nothing but mouth 
behind it, nothing is won by the bettor. There is 
not a sport in the world who would back a prayer 
game. It lacks the element of chance, being dead 
sure to lose unless mechanical means are employed 
to affect the result.: If all the evil produced by 
card playing, and which would not exist without it, 
were placed on one side of the account, and all its 
benefits in the way of keeping people out of mis- 
chief on the other, there would be a balance in its 
favor greater than all the good ever accomplished 
by prayer. I hav even heard of an instance where 
gambling surpassed prayer at its own game—that 
of comforting the afflicted. It was on the steam- 
ship Gascogne, which, with a broken piston rod, 
rolled for a week almost at the mercy of the worst 
storm that has struck the Atlantic for years. The 
passengers were frightened, as they had cause to be, 
and the longer they prayed the more nervous they 
got. But there was that on board which restored 
confidence. They could look through the windows 
of the smoking-room and see men. playing poker, 
some for stakes that had no limit but the upper 
deck. The calmness of the players was a tonic 
which the fearful saints took a dose of, and it braced 
them up out of the depression to which praying 
had reduced them. Prayer did not save the sbip, 
nor did cards; but the captain and crew did, and 
they were materially assisted in their duties by the 
composure and good conduct of the passengers. 

The Woonsocket spielkartenfest might be con- 
demned as a waste of time for which there are more 
profitable uses, but prayer meetings are open to the 
same criticism. Still, the occasion may teach some 
to play who otherwise would not learn, and thus 
enable them to be of service in crises like that in 
which the passengers on the Gascogne were placed 
when they found in the example of card players the 
comfort which prayer could not giv nor take alto- 
gether away. 


A number of eminent men chosen to do the think- 
ing for larger or smaller groups of persons, who 
pay them by the year, hav contributed lately to a 
collection of thoughts on the labor question. The 
special point to which they were solicited to direct 
their attention is “ The Coming Solution of the So- 
cial Strife between Capital and Labor.” Bishop 
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upon the records, and the Senate, with its founda- 
tions laid in the scriptures so revised, proceeded to 
enact religious legislation. Gxo. E. Macponarp. 


The Liberal Club. 


The drizzle of last Friday night did not deter a 
big audience from attending the seven hundred 
and oddth regular meeting of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club. As the man with a badgepin on his 
wife inducted his family into the dazzling precincts 
of German Masonic hall, and saw what a crowd 
had gathered, he wondered where all could hav 
found seats who would hav come if it had really 
rained. The customs of the far West seem to be 
moving this way, for it is said that in Portland, Or., 
where it rains most of the time, the ladies never 
appear in representativ numbers unless there are 
signs of wet. All the chairs were full, and many 
people sat upon eampstools, the occasional collapses 
of which did something to enliven the proceedings. 

Dr. E. B. Foote, jr., presided, but he brought no 
oral jokes with him and offered only his foot-ball 
hair as a silent pun. He introduced Mr. Franklin 
Steiner, of Des Moines, Ia., as the speaker of the 
evening. Steiner is à model lecturer. He is built 
for the platform, and his person and voice help him 
out a great deal The material of his lecture on 
« Morality without Religion” is excellent. Moral- 
ity, as he presents it, is wholly a matter of human 
relations; and conduct, instead of being judged as 
good or evil by what some god has said on the sub- 
ject, is to be approved or condemned according to 
its results in the long run. Secular morality, Mr. 
Steiner said, is indifferent to both God and a future 
life, and holds that those conceptions are unneces- 
sary to right living. While Secularism is neither 
Atheistic nor Materialistic in ‘its affirmations, he held 
it would be no discredit to the system if it were. 

The critics procrastinated for a while, though 
later they came on two atatime. Mr. Gustavson, 
a tall gentleman with frizzled hair, took the plat- 
form first. Morality, Mr. Gustavson intimated, was 
defectiv as now taught and to some extent practiced. 
Its doctrins, he said, were inculeated at the school 
of Mrs. Grundy, who employed as teachers Mr. Re- 
spectability, a gentleman from whom the vigor of 
life had departed, and Miss Purity, a maiden lady 
in eyeglasses, who bore a white lily in her hand. 
These two made war upon Cupid and robbed him 
of his “love-flowers ” whenever they discovered him 
outside the marriage chamber. In which and other 
parables did Mr. Gustavson set forth the doctrin 
of social freedom. 

A non-member named Moran, who wore a necktie 
like a coach-whip pennant, desired to make a few 
remarks, and was permitted to do so. Mr. Moran 
complimented the lecturer’s style as admirable and 
expressed regret that he could not pay the same 
tribute to his processes of reasoning. As for Secu- 
larism and Secular morality, Mr. Moran had never 
heard of them before, but he knew enough about 
science to see its defects. Science, he said, halted 
at appearances and failed to recognize the ultimate 
cause, or God, back of phenomena. In the view of 
this speaker man is nothing but his own thoughts; 
all external things are phantoms of the mind, and 
the world is merely a show. The audience before 
him might imagin that they were to him actual per- 
sons, but they had no value outside of his mind. 
To regard phenomena as objectiv realities was a 
perniciouserror. Passing to a criticism of the lect- 
urer's remarks about the uselessness of theology 
and its priests, Mr. Moran stated that Copernicus, 
the founder of the present system of astronomy, 
was a monk, and that his work setting forth the 
heliocentric theory was published under the patron- 
age of the pope; that Galileo was not disciplined 
for astronomy, but for contumacy in contending 
that the Bible sustained the Copernican doctrin ; 
and that while the Burning of Bruno was a regret- 
table incident, it was his own fault. 

Wilson McDonald discussed a future life, of the 
certainty of which he wasassured. He had several 
times demonstrated the same to those present. An 
Irishman followed Mr. McDonald, whom he alluded 
to as “Me,” but did not clarify the subject. Mr. 
Dobson then gained the platform and furnished the 
most interesting case of youthful confidence noted 
at the Club since E. C. Walker’s baby followed him 
to the same eminence not long ago. A German 
gentleman of a scientific turn of mind demonstrated 
by reference to the pyramids that the earth’s 
weight had not been changed for five thousand 
years, and argued thence that no spirits could hav 
left the sphere during that period unless, like the 
doctrins of Spiritualism, there was nothing to 
them. Dr. Osleb S. Weeks adverted to a book 
which he had lately published, with 171 illustra- 
tions and 240 pages (New York, Fowler & Wells), 
and said that he had therein set forth the fact that 


Newman, who, without overthinking himself, pro- 
vides exercitation for a large congregation of Meth- 
odists, says that “if the conscientious practice of 
Christianity cannot solve the vast and perplexing 
problem,” then there is no hope. But I understand 
that the * vast and perplexing problem” is a prod- 
uct of our civilization, which by religious people is 
called Christian, and I know of no reason for appre- 
hending any more conscientious practice of Chris- 
tianity in the future than has distinguished the past. 
Bishop Newman is therefore out of the orchestra 
and may as well hang up his fiddle. 

Cardinal Gibbons, who is a representativ Catholic 
thought purveyor and business manager, proposes 
arbitration ; but that would eliminate from the form 
of “ social strife” called a “ strike" all that makes it 
attractiv and enjoyable. How would the cardinal 
view the prospect of arbitration between Satan and 
Jehovah, involving mutual concessions, and which, 
if successful, would leave himself, General Master 
Workman Leo XIIL, Walking Delegate Satolli, and 
all the other clerical agitators, without a grievance? 
What is he giving us? 

Now comes a man without bolus or anodyne, and 
who is so poverty-stricken brainwise that he does 
not know it all. He is College President Eliot, of 
Harvard, and this is his confession: 

Iam sorry to say that I hav but little idea what ‘‘the 
coming solution of the social strife between capital and 
labor" is going to be. My impression is that this strife, 
which has been developing for hundreds of years, will 
be removed only by gradual processes in operation 
through hundreds of years. 

Regardless of President Eliot’s deficiency, as 
denoted by his confidence in evolution and his fail- 
ure to express belief in miracle cure, if he has ever 
written a work on economics, I should be glad to 
read it. But listen to one who does know it all, 
who is not a college president, and who has written 
volumes on political economy. This one is Henry 
George, and I remark that he knows it all for the 
reason that if he did not he would be unprepared to 
say with certainty, as such knowledge now enables 
him to do, that there is but one name under heaven 
and among workingmen whereby we shall be saved. 

The only possible solution of what is called the social 
strife between capital and labor is the Single Tax. 

All the comfort an evolutionist can extract from 
this declaration of Mr. George’s is in the words 
* what is called,” which seem to admit a possibility 
that the strife the other thinkers are considering 
does not necessarily exist; and that is my concep- 
tion of the labor question. Being an observer 
rather than a thinker, the strife presents itself as a 
conflict between laborers organized and laborers 
unorganized; none but the organized division par- 
ticipating in the conflict with capital, and such hos- 
tilities being merely incidental to their efforts to 
coerce capital into withholding employment from 
the unorganized contingent. If I am wrong I hope 
to be corrected; but if Iam right, if the strife is 
that of one laborer with another —not a fight 
against capital, but for a daily dole of it in exchange 
for their services—and if the capitalist is not the 
adversary, but the bone of contention, which suffers 
neglect because the laborers are too busy fighting 
each other to gnaw it; then the solvers will hav to 
get to work on a different basis. It can be said 
with confidence that if labor were harmonious, cap. 
ital, valueless without it, would be its easy game, 
its plum, and its pie. Let us discuss “the coming 
solution of the social strife between " the men who 
insist that they shall name the conditions under 
which others may work and those who are com- 
pelled by necessity to work for what ihey can get. 


Senator Quay of Pennsylvania, who has recently 
drawn the eye of the country toward himself by 
loud shouts in favor of giving public money to a 
religious school in his state, satisfies my notion of 
what a shyster should be. In 1892, when ihe 
members of Congress were: talking about the 
World's Fair bills, Quay sent a Bible to the desk, 
and rising in his seat announced that the book con- 
tained his authority for an amendment he would 
offer ordering the Exposition closed on Sunday. 
The clerk read the “authority,” which was as fol- 
lows: 

Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work, ete. 

Then another Senator arose and apologetically 
pointed out that while Mr. Quay's amendment read 
* Sunday, the first day of the week," the authority 
he had cited says “the seventh day," which would 
be Saturday. But Quay would withdraw neither 
his amendment nor his “authority.” On the con- 
trary, he requested that the clerk insert “first day” 
in place of “seventh day” in the scriptural quota- 
tion. The Pennsylvanian Senator's fraud, which, if 
practiced in court of law, would disbar him, went 


Veneration was the lowest of the spiritual facul- 
ties, being the organ of appetite for the marvelous, 
and analogous to the physical bump of Alimentiv- 
ness. The curse of theology, said Dr. Weeks, con- 
sists not in a belief in a future life, but in the 
attempts of priests to enforce that and other relig- 
ious doctrins. j 

The last of the critics was Mr. T. B. Wakeman, 
who, after characterizing the lecture of the evening 
as sound and solid, proceeded to the cheerful task 
of annihilating Mr. Moran. It is remarkable, said! 
Mr. Wakeman, what queer things sometimes blow 
into this hall when there is a draft through the 
door. He called Mr. Moran a Meipsist (from m-e,. 
me, and ipse, myself), adding that owing to the 
absurdity of the meipsie philosophy, it had quite a 
following. As to Meipsist Moran’s theory that 
externals existed only subjectivly, Mr. Wakeman 
explained that the subjectiv or internal was merely 
‘a duplicate of the objectiv or external, the former 
produced by the latter and incapable of existence 
without it. He then went on to say that Meipsist 
Moran was destitute of knowledge on the subject of 
Copernicus and Galileo. The truth was that the 
founder of the heliocentric system inscribed his work 
to the pope to save his life, and then, as a further 
precaution against persecution, delayed publication 
until the hour of his demise, reading his last proof- 
sheet while upon his death-bed. As to Galilec, it 
is a historical fact, now placed: beyond doubt by 
President White, of Cornell, in his * Warfare of 
Science,” that this astronomer was put under sur- 
veillance, imprisoned, and in all likelihood tortured 
to extort a recantation. This was not, as Mr. 
Moran had said, because he taught that the Bible 
supported the Copernican theory, but because he 
pointed out that the astronomy of the Bible and 
the church was wrong. Mr. Wakeman likewise 
made caustic remarks about Moran’s admission that 
the burning of Bruno was an impolite, not to say 
unkind, thing to do. 

There was not much answering left for Mr. 
Steiner to do, and he therefore reviewed the hostil 
criticisms briefly and made his bow. The audience 
gave him a round of applause, in which the writer 
attempted to join, but his hands being occupied in 
supporting an infant phenomenon whom the 
speeches of the evening had thrown into a pro- 
found slumber, he had recourse to his heels, one of 
which came down on the foot of a young woman in 
the next chair, and the demonstration was cut short. 
Mr. Steiner -will please accept this in explanation 
of any lack of enthusiasm on the part of the under- 
signed which he may hav observed. 


A Word from C. B. Reynolds. 


To the Friends in Washington and Oregon: 

While fully realizing the deplorable depression 
and stagnation of industry affecting all parts of the 
Sound country, we must not permit the good work 
for mental liberty to retrograde. The spirit of self- 
sacrifice that has accomplished so much in both 
Washington and Oregon should be emulated by all 
friends of the cause. If they will but do the little— 
all they can—the lecturers and other workers will 
redouble their efforts and continue in the lead. 

Katie Kehm Smith, Nettie A. Olds, and Mrs. A. 
E. Barker hav accomplished grand results in Ore- 
gon. Permanent churches, with large and most 
entnusiastic Sunday-schools, hav been established 
at Portland, Forest Grove, and McMinnville. Mrs. 
Smith is now helping onward the good work at Sil- 
verton, where the Sunday-school is a mighty power 
for good. 

The best results, the only sure, effectiv, contin- 
uous progress, must come, I firmly believe, through 
the Oregon plan, so successfully inaugurated by 
Mrs. Katie Kehm Smith. Establish Sunday-schools, 
with kindergarten classes; make the exercises in- 
tensely interesting, alike to old and young, by les- 
sons in natural philosophy, recitations, vocal and 
instrumental music, calisthenics, etc. Hav a regu- 
lar lecturer. If it is impracticable at first to hav a 
lecture every week, then hav one every two or three 
weeks, or monthly; but start the school and hold 
it every Sunday. 

I hav buckled on the armor anew and reéntered 
the lecture field, to devote my entire time to the 
work. Applications for lectures or for information 
with regard to Sunday-school work, lesson leaves, 
etc., will receive prompt attention. During my stay 
in Oregon lecture engagements that I cannot meet 
will be filled by Mrs. F. O. Reynolds. Yours for 
reason, right, and truth, C. B. RzxyNorps. 

Box 118, Fremont, King Co., Wash. 


The Oregon church taxation bill was killed in the 
Senate committee room. The story of the fight 
and defeat is very interestingly told by Mrs. Katie 
Kehm Smith in an article to appear next week. 
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of its size Marysville has certainly a vast variety of | slowing in the march of freedom. 

human nature. March 6, 295. SauxvxL P. Purnam. 
It is admirably situated on the bluffs of the Blue E po THER 

river, not on a level prairie, One can hav a view of Colonel IngersolPs Lecture Appointments. 

the whole of it from thehights around, as it spreads What Must We Do 

along the declivities, with its fine blocks, elegant resi- 


Sunday, March 17th, Columbus, O., To Be Saved? 
dences, and publie buildings. The banks of the Monday. March 18th, Ann Arbor, Mich.......... The Bible 
‘Blue river roll away precipitously for about five 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tug Manhattan Liberal Club meets.every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. . Program for March: 

March 15th— '* The Two Heavens One." T. B. Wakeman. 


Tur Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for March: 


March 17th—‘‘ The Fallacies of Henry George.” Henry 
Nichols. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Q. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st.. Cincinnati. Program 
for March will be filled by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel on the 
following subjects: ; 

March 17th—** The Sermon on the Mount Analyzed.” 


Tax Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
seoretary meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s all, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 
Freethought publications are on sale af the meeting. 

The Rev. W. H. Gill givs his second reply to Colonel 
Ingersoll's late lecture on the ** Bible" on Sunday even- 
ing, March 17th, at 8. 


FRANKLIN STEINER has been lecturing in the Eastern 
States during the past four weeks, closing in Boston on 
March 8d. Boston Liberals hav engaged him to return 
and meet the Rev. Miles Grant, the Adventist champion, 
in a joint discussion. The reverend has signified a dis- 
position to debate. and Mr. Steiner is prepared to meet 
him. Western Liberals may write Mr. Steiner for 
engagements in care of this office. 


Marie P. KREKEL spoke to a fine audience in Cinoin- 
nati on Sunday evening, March 3d, on Sabbath laws. 
Persons desiring to secure Mrs. Krekel’s services during 
the week, in March, near Cincinnati, should address her 
at 115 East Fifth street that city. Also those wishing 
lectures in Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Illinois, 
will please write to the sameaddress. She should hav no 

i ty in obtaining appointments for every day of 
every month. 


Tuar earnest Liberal worker, L. DeWitt Griswold, of 
Elmira, N. Y., wants to explain to the Freethought leot- 
urers who hav written to him during the last year relativ 
to lecture engagements, why he has not answered their 
letters. For a year Mrs. Griswold has been very ill, and 
at last she had to be removed to a hospital for treatment, 
and the home was closed, Mr. Griswold taking other 
quarters so 8s to be near his companion, whose sufferings 
caused him the most poignant anguish. He was obliged 
to suspend business entirely and his expenses hav been 
very Jarge. 


J. E. Remspoure has been lecturing in the Indian Terri- 
tory. There are many Freethinkers in the territory; the 
educated nativs, many of them, having repudiated Chris- 
tianity. Mr. Remsburg gave a course of lectures at each 
of the following towns: Watova in the Cherokee nation; 
Eufaula in the Creek nation; Krebs, Atoka, and Caddo 
in the Choctaw nation, and Grady, Duncan, and Ardmore 


Tuesday, March 19th, Grand Rapids, Mich.....The Bible 
in the Chickasaw nation. The meetings were generally 


miles, and then the great level floor of the prairie | Thursday, March 21st Goshen, Ind. .................. Liberty well attended E the lectures rel Piin At Krebs 
; is givs m attractiv and | Frida arch 22 in, Ill................... eee. The Bible | the large Opera House was packed—every foot of stand- 
country appears... Thie RICE ANY a 3 ingfield, Ill. ............ The Bible | ing room on the floor and on the stage being occupied. 


Mr. Remsburg gave his lecture on ‘‘ False Claims," which 
was greeted with a storm of applause. The audienca 
was not satisfied with one lecture and when it was learned 
that the lecturer’s engagements would not permit him to 
remain over the following night, they compelled him to 
go on and giv his lecture on ** Thomas Paine." None 
ee the hall, though hundreds had to stand nearly three 
Ours, 


anaes The Bible 
.. The Bible 
.. The Bible 

..Luincoln 


picturesque views about Marysville. 

It is a good farming and stock country, and sel- 
dom lacks for crops of some kind. It is not depend- 
ent on any one thing; and the people weather the 
hard times quité comfortably. Here is the “ golden 
mean” without the extremes of good or ill-fortune. 

Mr. Sidney Walter is one of our main workers, 


Le ae Liberty 


` 
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Letters of Friends. 


With Blushes We Thank You. 
ARAGO, OR., Feb. 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Find inelosed $4.50—sub- 
scription to your paper, and for the books 
named. 

I wish that I could send a batch of new 
subscribers to your noble paper, for it is 
deserving of an immense circulation. It 
is doing more good than any other paper 
published, and should be read by every- 
body. Long may it and the Editor pros- 
per. J. MoNAUGHTON. 


Two More in the Fold. 


WzsTERN Sprinas, Inr., Feb, 16, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $5.10 for re- 
newal of my subscription to the grand ad- 
vocate of Freethought and reform, THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Send the paper to the 
two persons named in my letter for three 
months on trial I will try to get a 
Freethoughi lecturer out here some time 
in the spring or summer to stir up the re- 

ligious people a little. 

I remain yours in liberty and humanity, 

Nets PEARSON. 


: For the Cause That is Good. 
Trouxton, N. Y., Feb. 20, E. x, 295. 
Mr. Eprror: Within find $1.50—$1 for 
Tuz TnurzH SezxrR; the rest for Tue AxN- 
NUAL, and Ingersoll’s ‘‘ About the Bible.” 
I will try to get signers to the petition. 
I am doing all I can for liberty and justice. 
Will. send a small sum to the Federation 
to-day; if it’s only fifty cents it will go so 
far. You can depend on my doing allI 
can for Freethought. 
Yours for the repeal of the Sunday laws 
and all other laws which are unjust, 
JOHN DEAN.’ 


Religious Crnelty is the Worst. 
Lextveton, Jan. 30, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: A kind and noble Free- 
thinker has made me a present of Mr. 
Putnam's ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” I am reading it, and wonder 
how I could hav existed so long without 
such a book. 

It also contains excellent portraits of the 
author, the Lelands, Mr. D. M. Bennett, 
the great reformer and pioneer, as well as 
that of Mr. J. A. Greenhill the noble 
Freethinker and philanthropist. 

Cruelty is always detestable, but that 
fierceness which belongs to religion is in- 

tensified until it becomes fiendish and 
~ unnatural. ADHAZA. 


He Will be a Welcome Visitor. 
WILLIMANTIO, Conn., Feb. 23, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $15, 
to be used as your best judgment may 
decide, viz., for the distribution of your 
pamphlet, ‘‘Church Property,” or anti- 
Sabbatarian literature, or in propagating 
other Secular demands. Please apply it to 
use in New York state or in any other sec- 
tion where you think best. Iam sorry I can 
not hand you a larger sam, as I hay full 
faith in your earnest desire to do the best 
with the means at your command. 

I am with you in all your desires for the 
final triumph of Freethought, and I think 
the old crust of superstition is beginning 
to break up under the blows of the able 
workerg now laboring in the cause. I 
hope to call on you in New York, perhaps 
in the spring, if I stay on earth. 

GILBERT LINCOLN. 


Honest Taxation Enrages the Preachers. 
; Tuoson, ARIZ., Feb. 21, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.30. Credit 
me with one year’s subscription, and send 
two copies of ‘‘Church Property: Why 
It Should Not be Exempt from Taxation.” 
We hav stirred up the sky pilots here, and 
they are working themselvs into a great 
rage on account of a petition we are circu- 
lating here to our legislature, asking the 
passage of a law taxing church property. 
In twenty-four hours we obtained 159 
names, including many of the ‘‘solid” 
citizens of the town, and we will get many 
more before sending to the capital. 
Friend Putnam worked up considerable 
enthusiasm while here. I hope Mrs. Frec- 
man will come through this country and 
deliver a course of lectures before the en- 
thusiasm subsides. She could call out the 
female population, and they need educa- 


tion in Freethought. Wishing our cause 
and your paper success, I am yours for 
liberty, Isaao E. ORUM. 


Asking Them to be Just. 
New Brimar, Cons., Feb 13, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav consented to solicit 
signatures to the petition for the repeal of 
the law exempting church property in this 
state from taxation, yet I feel quite sure 
that Larmer could hardly hav chosen & 
poorer solicitor, and I would not try at all 
if Idid not know that it was only justice 
to all for which I am asking. Please send 
me a few leaflets on the above subject if you 
hav them. Larmer tells me to present the 
petition blanks for signatures to the minis- 
ters first and lawyers next. I shall do as 
he directs, but with faint hopes of good re- 
sults. It seems like bearding the lion in 
his den, the Douglass in his hall, to solicit 
signatures of the clergy, but perhaps some 
of them hav the principle of justice in 
them, or patriotism enough not to rob and 
endanger the state for the benefit of the 
church, and are willing to render unto 
Cæsar the things that are Cresar's. 

Gero. F. ELLIOTT. 


What One Man Did. 
BREATHEDSVILLE, Mp., Feb. 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Please fill the inclosed or- 

der, for which I hand you $4.65: Two 
three months’ trial subscription to TRUTH 
SEEKER; six copies of Paine’s ‘‘ Age of 
Reason ” including ** Examination of the 
Prophecies,” eight copies ‘‘ Age of Res- 
son,” and cne ** The Bible.” 

Half of above subscriptions for the ** Age 
of Reason” I got prepaid at a neighbor- 
ing farmer’s public sale inside of two 
hours, and the remainder I got in about 
the same time in Hagerstown, our county 
seat. It seems to me that if Freethinkers 
were to make more effort to disseminate 
this pioneer work of Paine's they would 
reap richer harvests of converts. Two 
persons whom I got to read the ‘‘ Age of 
Reason ” last fall hav since subscribed for 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, ON trial, and will prob- 
ably continue permanently. 

Much of the Freethought in this section 
Ican trace back to the influence of my 
grandfather, who over forty years ago lent 
the ‘‘ Age of Reason" to the parents or 
grandparents of the young Freethinkers 
here to-day. 

Let us push the circulation of the ** Age 
of Reason " until the world finally reaches 
that era we can truly call the age of rea- 
son, Yours for progress, D. W. G. 


For a Praiseworthy Purpose. 
Lorena, Tex., Feb. 24, E.M. 295. 

Mr. Eprron: As I hav not written in 
quite & while I now come and ask you to 
publish this. It is a scheme I hav to dos 
little good to one of the most fearless and 
liberal reformers of Europe. And remem- 
ber, friends, that the world is our country. 
I received a letter from Captain Otto 
'Thomson yesterday, in which, in speaking 
of Four Hundred Years,” he said, ‘‘I 
hav not yet had an opporivnity to read 
‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought,’ 
and perhaps never will be able to get that 
valuable work.” l 

Captain Thomson was the leader of the 
Freethought movement in Sweden, but he 
is now in an embarrassed situation. He 
is old and his sun is nearly set. Let 
the Freethinkers of America be among 
the ones to cheer the old gentleman’s de- 
clining years. 

The scheme is this: Let us send enough 
money to the Truth Seeker Company to 
pay for a copy of ‘‘ Four Hundred Years,” 
and get Mr. Macdonald to present the 
same to Captain Thomson in our names as 
a tribute of regard and respect. 

I will send $1 to the Editor of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER as soon as there is enough 
additional promised to pay for the book. 

Now, my dear friends, it will not take 
much from even a very few of you to carry 
out this scheme. and I’m gure that Mr. 
Macdonald will assist us. 

Hoping my plan may receive the appro- 
bation of all my fellow Freethinkers, I 
am, yours fraternally, 

Wm. M. MATTHEWS, 


Another Light in Covenanter Land. 
.MoKxzzsronr, Pa., Feb. 26, 295. 
Mr. Eprron: Last Sunday evening con- 
summated the formation of the McKeesport 
Philosophical and Ethical Society, being 


the first Liberal organization in this place. 
This city contains among its population 
some very advanced thinkers, yet organi- 
zation did not assume tangible shape 
until some two or three weeks ago, when 
activ work tending to the organization of 
the above-named society was inaugurated 
by Benjamin Hopkins and Mr. H. H. 
Fry. Mr. Hopkins is a veteran in years, 
having attained the ripe old age of seventy- 
six. Considering his age and state of 
health, he is far above the average in 
activity, especially in his zeal for the ad- 
vancement of Freethought. And let me 
add that he is the ideal personification of 
one who demonstrates his convictions in 
his daily actions. He is the society’s 
**patron saint." We expect ere long to 
be housed in a suite of rooms, where the 
friends of the society can be welcomed at 
alltimes. Through the courtesy of Dr. 
A. J. Gillis, we are at present meeting 
temporarily in his office-parlor, No. 414 
Fifth avenue. The following are the names 
of those elected to the respeciiv offices: 
President, Dr. A. J. Gillis; vice-president, 
B. Hopkins; treasurer, Kirkland Camp- 
bell; and the writer, secretary. I would 
like to make special mention of these 
gentlemen, but space forbids, yet some 
remarks concerning them may be made in 
a future letter on the progress of this 
society. R. L. MoOLURE. 


Mattie A. Freeman in Ohio. 
Cincinnati, O., Feb. 28, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: Mrs. M. A. Freeman, of 
Chieago, delivered & lecture last Sunday 
evening before the Ohio Liberal Society 
upon the subject : '*The Ideal of 1776.” 
She was greeted by a large audience, and 
introduced by Mrs. E. P. Foster, who 
presided. Mrs. Freeman is a lecturer of 
marked ability and strikes straight out 
from the shoulder. She captivated her 
audience, which was composed of the in- 
telligent, thinking people of this city. 

At the close of her lecture there was a 
spirited discussion by those in the audi- 
ence wishing to speak, and Mrs. Freeman 
answered them all in her pleasant and 
forcible manner, which pleased everybody. 
Mrs. Freeman is a credit to the Free- 
thought platform, and should be constant- 
ly kept on the move. Do not let sucha 
lecturer ‘‘ rust.” . 

There are so few women of brains and 
ability who hav the moral courage to take 
the rostrum and denounce fraud, hypoc- 
risy, and the relies we still hav of the su- 
perstitions of past ages, that they should 
be kept busy enlightening the masses and 
curbing the encroachments of priestoraft 
and other enemies of Freethought and 
progress. 

It will be with great pleasure that we 
can again listen to Mrs, Freeman, and I 
hope that she will be constantly engaged 
in removing the cobwebs from the eyes of 
the ignorant and priest-ridden masses of 
backward mental developmeut. 

Yours truly, Gro. E. Licnr, 

Pres. Ohio Liberal Society. 


Mortuary— Nehemiah Kile. 


Benton, Pa., Jan. 29, 1895. 

Mr. EprroB : Observation has taught us 
that deer on a dry day seek a high, airy 
mountain, and just before a storm they go 
into a deep swamp for shelter, and when 
they are disturbed they cross from one 
swamp to another, or from one mountain 
to another. In the wilds of northern Penn- 
sylvania, five miles from any habitation, 
is cut on a tree in bold letters, ‘‘N. K.” 
There the deer cross from one swamp to 
another or from one mountain to another. 
This place is known by hunters .as Nehe- 
mish Kile's Crossing. Nehemiah Kile was 
born in the forty-second year of our inde- 
pendence ; he died January 23d, in the 
119th year of the American Republic. He 
lived independent of church or creed, and 
many a Christian could well afford to accept 
his example. He was buried by the church, 
but they seemed to hav no hope for 
him; yet he was a good neighbor, a kind 
husband, and a loving father, and amid all 
the tangling ways of the world he succeed- 
edin keeping the wolf of want from the 
door of his family; but the church asserts 
the necessity of each and all taking outs 
church policy, something like a fire insur- 
ance policy, and keeping it paid up so that 
we can be ready at all times to compare 


our assets with our liabilities ; and Kile's 
wife, leaning over the box, said in blind- 
ing tears, ‘‘O Nehemiah, if only you had 
been a Christain!” 

Now, of all the wicked things in earth or 
outer space, it is the church destroying 
the last lingering ray of hope of a weeping 
child at a loving father’s grave. Oh, how 
long must intelligence sit upon a barbed 
wire fence and see these unintelligent 
hosts go by. 

I will be a subscriber soon as I can get 
another subscription. My brother-in-law 
takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and I read it. 
Weare going to try to build a Freethought 
hall in Benton the coming summer. I will 
try to be of use to your paper yet. 

Go. R. Hzss. 
Scripture Not Adapted to Preachers’ Use. 
Sr. Jonn, Kan., Feb. 24, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3—$2 of 
which place to my credit on subscription, 
and send moe ‘‘Age of Reason,” ** Exami- 
nation of the Prophecies,” ANNUAL, ''AlI 
About the Holy Bible,” and ‘* The Bible 
Against Itself.” l 

Freethought is well represented in our 
county officers. Our representativ to the 
legislature was elected in 1888, 1890, 1892, 
and again in 1894, The clerk of the dis- 
trict court was elected in 1892 and in 1894. 
One county commissioner in 1892. All are 
Iufidels. While we hav many other good 
eitizens in this county who are Infidels, we 
failed in two attempts to get a Freethought 
lecturer to come here and deliver a course 
of lectures. The Methodist Episcopal 
church held a revival meeting for seven 
consecutiv weeks at St. John, and during 
this time the church requested that all 
places of business should be closed at 
seven P.M., except, of course, where the 
sky-pilot sells passes to heaven. One 
night some of the mischievous boys of the 
town took the rubber off the preacher's 
bicyle. Instead of acting in accordance 
with the precept as leid down by Christ, 
per Mat. v,39, ** But I say unto you, Resist 
not evil," very promptly the next morning 
the minister had the boys arrested, 
tried, and fined for meddling with one of 
God's servants’ property. If the Bible is 
a divinely inspired book, as is claimed for 
it, it must ba perfect, plain, and practical; 
if it lacks in any of those essentials, the 
claim must be erroneous. It seems to me 
that it lacks in all three of these parts. 
If the Bible were perfect, there would be 
no self-contradictions. If it were plain, 
there would not be so many different 
creeds or opinions formed by reading the 
same book. It is impracticable, as is shown - 
by reading Mat. v, 39, 44; vi, 25; Mark xvi, 
17, 18; Mat. xxi, 21, etc. I hav never seen 
the person who could practice those pre- 
cepts. A. J. HASTER. 


Expensiv Professional Soul-Savers. 


PLEASANTDALE, ME., Feb. 25, 1895. 

Mr. Evrror: Please mail to the address 
inclosed Ingersoil’s ‘‘The Holy Bible,” 
and the ANNUAL. 

Not having seen any communication 
from Maine to your paper for some time, 
and never from my town—Oape Elizabeth 
—I take the liberty and, I may add, 
pleasure, of writing to you. 

I hav taken your paper for a number of 
years and find it not only a truth seeker, 
but a truth speaker. When Ingersoll gave 
his lecture on the Bible in Portland, it so 
frightened the holy parsons that all gave 
notice from their pulpits that some time 
during the month they would fire a broad- 
side, loaded with scripture, directly at him. 
Even Sam Pearsons, the city missionary, 
who has been working in the Lord’s vin- 
yard for twenty years laying up treasures 
in Portland, gave notice to the same effect, 


‘but he did not come to time for the reason 


there was nothing in it for Sam. But the 
parsons who did try to answer him got 
into such a dispute among themselvs that 
they gave it up for a bad job. They felt, 
however, as though they really should do 
something to offset Ingersollism, so they 
made arrangements for a grand revival. 
The following, copied from a Cape Eliza- 
beth paper, will show you how the revival 
came out: 


A pretty good story was told the writer 
by a reliable Portland gentleman, which 
goes to bear out the assertion that even the 
**saving of souls” depends greatly on the 
almighty dollar. As known, the city min- 


isters are greatly anxious that & revival 
shall take place there, a feeling being 
prevalent that Maine’s metropolis is rather 
inclined Babylonianwards, There being 
no Dr. Parkhurst handy, it has been 
thought best to engage evangelists to wake 
the city up to the evils of the hour. Two 
famous ones were recently written to for 
terms. The reply was startling, and con- 
vinced the good Portland parsons that 
they were rather behind the times as con- 
cerns the modern methods of conversion. 
The evangelists, after stating the amount 
of cash they required (a goodly sum), 
added that they should also expect a cer- 
tain price for each sinner brought to God. 
In other words, they demanded a tariff on 
each soul saved — put a price on every con- 
vert’s head. A plan similar to the killing 
of hogs in Chicago. 2 

Wishing your paper great success for 
the coming year, I am, 


Very truly yours, Epwarp T. Wiwa. 


For Liberty Steadfast as the Menntains. 
Syraousz, N. Y., Feb. 17, 295. 
Mz. Eprron: For the first time since I 
became a Freethinker I hav failed to do 
the. needful service of presenting petitions 
io persons asking for their signatures for 
ihe purpose of abrogating laws, made in 
the past, prejudicial to the rights of the 
people; but to-day I hav to acknowledge 
an entire failure. I am not sick, but I do 
not go out at all in the winter, walking; I 
am not sure of my standing, and though 
*tia not a pleasant thing to be old, "twould 
be worse to be crippled. I hav hoped each 
day that some one would call upon me 
whom I could ask to take the petition 
in regard to the Sunday law and circulate 
it, but as yet no such person hasappeared. 
Of the many disagreeable things which 
age brings with it, the feeling of utter use- 
-lessneas is the hardest; the world is full of 
needs, and to sit and fold one’s hands, use- 
less, is mortifying to one’s pride. My 
eyes are good (I wish my ears were), and 
I read nearly half of the hours that make 
the day. The frightful storm which we 
hav just passed through deprived me of 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER of the 9th, and made 
me feel a4 perhaps the devout Catholic 
does who loses the beads, that his connec- 
tion with his God is broken; however, In- 
vestigator and Open Court reached me, 
and yesterday came the last TRUTH SEEK- 
XB. One cannot easily be lonely with 
** Four Huudred Years of Freethought * in 
the house, and though I have read it con- 
gecutivly twice through, I find it very 
pleasant, when waiting for the book from 
the library, to take up that and commune 
with the dear ones now living, and some of 
the more dear, alas ! gone. If I only were 
rich I would giv to every Freethinker, 
not able to buy the book, 2 copy, and say, 
** Read it thoroughly, and never again call 
yourself uneducated.” I am getting very 
proud of Tug Treva SEzEkER. I think the 
editor and publisher has shown wondrous 
ability both as editor and publisher, im- 
proving it each week. It was a masterly 
stroke of business putting & second Mac- 
donald into the paper, and '*Notes and 
News.” Does Mr. Putnam write while he 
sleeps, as it used to be said dear Mr. Ben- 
nett did? Old as I am, I want to liv long 
enough to see that ‘‘book of poetry” by 
Putnam and Macdonald. Well, I must not 
make my article too long lest it crowd out 
something that is of more importance, and 
so, with kindly greeting to all who read the 
TRUTH SEEKER, I am, dear Mr. Editor, 
Yours always, Lvox N. OCouman. 


A Suggestion. 
ALMA, Tenn., Feb. 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Wehav had a great awaken- 
ing here. A divine apostle has been 
preaching here for several weeks, and the 
"result is that several poor, ignorant, de- 
luded, superstitious persons profess to hav 
obtained salvation. I hav talked with 
some of them, but I can make no headway 
with them. They hav all been well posted 
by their shepherds not to converse with 
t Infidels.” The old trick has been im- 
posed upon them—‘“‘ faith is above rea- 
son.” It occurs to me that there is'a way 
by which these people may be reached. It 
is a waste of time to ask them to read any- 
thing written by Atheists, Agnostics, or 
Deists. The other day the Cincinnati 
Post published an extract from a sermon 
preached by the Rev. Lyman Abbott to the 
effect that the account of the fall of Adam 
was only a legend. Another man, who livs 
here, cut this extract out of the Post, and 
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showed it to some of the ‘‘ faithful.” They 
read it carefully. This afforded me an 
opportunity to point out to them the fact 
that if man never fell from grace no atone- 
ment was necessary; therefore, if the story 
about Adam’s fali was false, there being 
no necessity for a redeemer, it necessarily 
followed that no Jesus ever existed. This 
opened their eyes. They thought seri- 
ously about it, but said nothing. Since 
then I hav tried to get them to read some 
advanced thinkers’ works, but I hav 
failed. I hav adopted another plan: Some 
years ago I carefully read and studied the 
Rev. Robert Taylor's ‘‘ Diegesis.” At the 
time I read this work I remember I was 
very much surprised to find that the most 
fatal evidences against Christianity con- 
tained in that eble work were quotations 
from the works of the most eminent di- 
vines and ecclesiastical scholars, men who 
sat down to write in defense of Chris- 
tianity, but who in reality produced in- 
controvertible evidence that Christianity 
was built upon forged documents and 
myths. I remember, also, that when I 
was a Disciple the church publishing de- 
partment used to scatter broadcast leaflets, 
or small tracts, costing from ten to twenty 
cents a hundred. These leaflets or tracts 
did not contain much argument, but scrip- 
tural quotations were abundant. Now, 
would it not bea good propagandist idea 
to select one thought, say the inspiration 
of the scriptures, and quote from the writ- 
ings of the Rev. Henry Preserved Smith, of 
Cincinnati, or the Rev. Dr. Briggs, of 
New York, sufficient to prove scripture 
was not inspired? Then, again, take the 
gospels, and quote from Dr. Lardner the 
passages that that eminent divine declared 
were spurious. Furthermore, you might 
get up a leaflet containing the three 
chronological lists (one in Chronicles and 
the ones in Matthew and Luke) of the 
house of David, and add Paine’s ar2ument 
to it. These ignorant bigots would read 
what the reverend gentlemen said. I think 
it would be possible to reach these poor 
deluded people, and they could be induced 
to read the works of our most advanced 
thinkers if we could only first of all get 
them to doubt the authenticity and inspi- 
ration of the scriptures. A leaflet con- 
taining a few of the most point blank 
cuntradictions would also be useful, for 
the Rev. Ignoramus still maintains there 
is no such thing as a contradiction in the 
Bible. Another might contain the number 
of Bibles in existence and the number of 
believers in each mythical system of relig- 
ion, etc. Money is now very scarce, so it 
seems to me a great deal of good might be 
done in this way at'very little expense. 
Respectfully yours, J. P. 


Earnest Plea for Freethonght Education. 
JANESVIULE, Wis., Feb. 27, 295. 

Mr. EprroR : I hav been much inter- 
ested and edified by the reports published 
inthe Truru SEEKER of the good work 
being done by the Oregon State Secular 
Union, and especially so of the system of 
Sunday-school work they hav inaugurated. 
I think we should begin to devote a great 


deal of attention to the organization of 


Secular Sunday-schools. Wherever there 
is a little band of Liberals an effort should 
be made to get them to organize a Liberal 
Sunday-school. An efficient Sunday school 
once established a strong Secular union is 
sure in time to be established. Among 
the Libera] churches, for instance, the 
Unitarians and Universalists, it has been 
found that where they can establish a 
strong and activ Sunday-school, a church 
is certain in time to follow. There is no 
reason why the same rule should not hold 
good as to a Secular union as well, and un- 
questionably it will. And the result will 
be that in a few years we will hav great 
circuits of Secular unions with paid lec- 
turers. i i 
Let us therefore bring all our infiuence 
to bear to urge on Liberals all over the 
country that it is their imperativ duty 
both as regards the right bringing up of 
their children and the safety of the state, 
that they organize Secular Sunday-schools, 
The fate of this country lies in the hands 
of the children; therefore it is our bounden 
duty to see that they are firmly grounded 
in a right knowledge of their duties to- 
ward society and the state, and are them- 
selva blessed with self-respecting, inde- 


pendent minds capable of calmly judging 
as to what is truth. To this end it isim- 
perativly necessary that we go to work to 
manufacture a suitable Sunday-school lit- 
erature for our purpose. Let all Liberals 
who hav a literary bent take hold of this 
matter and lend a helping hand in creating 
such a literature. And let all the Liberals 
in the field—the lecturers—seek to impress 
upon the people the imperativ necessity of 
forming Secular Sunday-schools, if we are 
going to giv our work stability and per- 
manent value. I believe that wonders can 
be accomplished in this direction by the 
use of a little persuasion and energy. 

As to literature slready in existence 
suitable to our purpose, Tuttle’s ** Lyceum 
Guide,” used by Spiritualistio societies, 
contains much that would be admirably 
adapted to our purpose and scarcely any- 
thing to which Liberals could object. 
Gould’s ** Beginnings," published by the 
Western Unitarian Association, is also a 
book perfectly adapted to our purpose, 
in teaching the children the origin of the 
earth, andof life and human society and 
language, and the various complex rela- 
tions and customs which make up the sum 
of modern civilization. The book is en- 
tirely Rationalistic, and treats all the sub: 
jects from a strietly scientific point of 
view. 
Freethinker would object. Then there are 
various little text books on ethics which 
could do important service. 

As to the literature we must create, what 
is needed first? We need a series of les- 
sons which shall make clear to the youth- 
ful mind the meaning and purpose of the 
Nine Demands. Also another series ex- 
plaining the struggle for religious and 
mental liberty, a series, in fact, which shall 
make clear to the child at how vast a price 
in treasure and blood and sacrifice of life 
mankind has purchased Freethought, and 
instil into their minds a deep sense of how 
precious a treasure it is, and how important 


litisthat we seek in every way to cherish 


and protect it. Yours fraternally, 
i Morris M. Bosrw:iox. 


Talmage's Wonderful Discovery. 


Curt, Tex., Feb. 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been remiss in remit- 
ting for your paper, not but that my love 
for the cause is unremitting nor on the 
wane, but the supply of dinero, like the 
waters of the Rio Grande, dries up at cer- 
tain seasons of the year, and does not keep 
pace with my desire to plentifully irrigate 
Freethought publications with a golden 
stream. 

I wish I could liv to see the time when 
every religious paper in the land is sup- 
planted by TRUTH SEEKERS, Zavestigators, 
and like publications, and every pulpit 
filled by a Liberal, philosopher, or scien- 
tific lecturer. Am afraid that would make 
me a very old man, for the poison of or- 
thodox superstition has been transmitted 
from father to son through the ages, and 
the long established priesthood will die 
hard. Like any other corporation or 
trust, they claim the ‘‘ vested right” to 
work the mine of human ignorance and 
folly for all there is it, and levy for their 
saintly services all that the traffic will bear. 
They hav got a big scare on them now, 
these inspired soldiers of the cross, because 
of the indisputable revelations of science 
and the exposure of their past hideous 
record of blood and slavery, and they are 
**girding up their loins” for more deter- 
mined battle, and plotting, one with 
another, Catholic and Protestant, how 
best to perpetuate their Bible faiths and 
fetishes, and by this means hold on to the 
offices and emoluments. . 

In this they are sided and abetted by 
nearly all the secular papers in the coun- 
try, which, for the patronage and pay it 
brings them, publish all sorts of religious 
rot and eant, and habitually speak of the 
crafty men, who are aiming at the over- 
throw of our republic (by working for the 
union of church and state, and the en- 
thronement of Jesus as king over all), as 
** princes of the church,” ‘‘ his eminence,” 
or ‘his excellence,” or **his reverence” 
so and so, and what astonishingly pious 
and learned and holy men of God they 
are; all of which is enough to make a 
Freethought dog regurgitate could he 
know what hypocrits and ignoramuses 
many of them are, and many more, con- 


` 


It contains nothing to which any 
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sciously or unconsciously, enemies Tof 
mental liberty and human progress. 

It is not pleasurable to contemplate this 
battle between light and darkness, between 
reason and science on the one hand, and 
superstition and priestcraft on the other, 
and see intelligent men, who know better, 
in trade, in politics, and in professional life, 
siding with religionists and publicly pat- 
ronizing the churches whose teachings 
they privately condemn, all through fear 
of losing a customer, or a client, or a seat 
in Congress, or the like. 

Look at our Christian civilization—see 
the spiritual head of the only true church 
whining and howling at Rome over lost 
temporal power, and for swords and sol- 
diers to enforce his infallible decrees; 
seeking to put out the torch of humau 
reason and investigation and turn the 
world back to the dark ages of childish 
credulity and ignorance, and blind faith 
in miracles and mysteries. The heretical 
Protestant sects are only behind popery in 
the lack of unity and organization. Chris- 
tian nations, hating each other, are armed 
to the teeth to repel Christian invasion, or 
plunder and murder the defenseless ** hea- 
then” to propagate the religion of Christ, 
and incidentally replenish their depleted 
treasuries. Our own beloved government 
** of the people, by and for the people,” is 
fast becoming an oligarchy with the pluto- 
erats and priests on top, and the millious 
moiling in misery and poverty. Contrast 
this much-lauded civilization with the 
splendid achievements of Egypt, Greece, or 
Rome in those remote periods, and what 
hav we, ‘‘the heir of all the ages,” to 
brag of, and where is the guarantee that 
the coming centuries will not bury all that 
we now boast of as deeply under the waves 
of oblivion as hav been buried the ancient 
Persians and Egyptians, their gods and 
their creeds? 


Reviewing the history of man for the 
last nineteen hundred years under the 
benign influence of the Christian religion, 
it makes one feel sad, together with a cer- 
tain feeling of disgrace, that he belongs to 
8 race so incorrigible and hard to redeem, 
and that evidently grows worse under the 
application of ihe very means God is said 
to hav appointed for its salvation. The 
boldest and wickedest of us had about 
concluded that, somehow, the deity had 
made a mess of the whole business, when 
recently the true cause of all the trouble 
has been revealed to us through the high 
priest and prophet of these latter days, the 
Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, who tells us that 
the opening of Paudora's box upon earth 
was a special provision of the deity for the 
benefit of his more favored children in 
the other innumerable worlds that spin 
through space, and who are gifted with 
telescopic eyes that they may look upon 
the terrible effects of disobedience in 
this nether sphere. We are being made 
an object lesson for the benefit of the 
ethereal inhabitants of all the other 
planets, and the cussedness and consequent 
misery of the descendants of Adam and 
Noah are holding them in their dutiful and 
loving: adherence to the throne. Well, 
well! this great problem of the origin of 
evil, which the fathers and philosophers 
hav tackled in vain for thousands of years, 
has, through the goodness and mercy of 
God, been solved by his favored spokes. 
man, Talmage. Now there is comfort for 
us such as Judas doubtless solaced himself 
with when he reflected that but for his 
sordid avarice and bottomless depravity 
the whole world would hav been damned 
for the lack of a crucified savior. Amen! 
Hallelujah! Brother Talmage, giv us a 
shake of your heavenly flippor! å 

So then are all essentially bad, and must 
stay so (save a fev of the elect who are to 
be snatched as brands from the burning) 
for the edification of the aristocracy of 
Saturn and Jupiter and the rest of them. 
And so I am going to try to be as bad as I 
can be in order that the other fellers may 
be as good as they can be; hence I am go- 
ing to continue to subscribe to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and, to be still more wicked, send 
us a copy of the ‘‘ Prose Poems and Selec- 
tions" of our head devil, Ingersoll; also a 
copy of the ANNUAL, for all of which find 
inclosed $5.75. 

Yours, hoping that the Lord will some- 
where let up on us and giv us a show with 
the rest of ’em, S. G. ETHERIDGE, 
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Ghildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Father and Child. 


A SONG THAT SINGS ITSELF. 
Light of the morning, 
Darling of dawning, 

Blithe little. lithe little daughter of mine! 
While with thee ranging 
Sure I’m exchanging 

Sixty of my vears for six like thine. 
Wings cannot vie with thee, 
Lightly I fly with thee, 

Gay as the thistle.down over the lea; 
Life is all magic, 
Comic or tragic, 

Played as thou playest it daily with me, 
Floating and ringing 
Thy merry singing 

Comes when the light comes, like thatof the birds: 
List to the play of it! 
'Thatis the way of it; 

All’s in the music and naught in the word— 
Glad or grief Jaden, 
Schubert or Haydn 

Ballad of Erin or merry Scotch lay, 
Like an evangel 
Some baby angel 

Brought from sky-nursery stealing away. 


Surely I know it 
Artist nor poet 
Guesses my treasure of jubilant hours, 
Sorrows, what are they? 
Nearer or far, they 
Vanish in sunshine, like dew from the flowers. 
Years, I'm slad of them! 
Would that I had of them 
More and yet more,whi'e thus mingled with thine. 
Age, I make light of it, 
Fear not the sight of it, 
Time’s but our playmate, whose toys are divine. 
—T. W. Higginson, in the Century. 
i — 


Marion Hepburn's Heresy. 
[CONCLUDED.] 

At the great department stores she heard | 
€ Inexperienced!” They wanted girls for 
three or four dollars a week. It was not 
enough to pay her board. "Teachers were 
wanted, but well-recommended ones, 
without the least suspicion of unbelief. 
What a hideous reality this world was 
becoming to Marion Hepburn! and what 
masks and costumes the people wore to 
keep up the illusion! Morality and relig- 
ion—these are the masks some people wear 
io giv their lives the appearance of re- 
spectability, to help them seem sincere and 
upright. But what corruption exists 
under these gaudy masks! This is the 
farce which enlightened minds must con- 
template! 

One day, during the sixth month after 
her dismissal, a letter was brought to her 
by the landlady. : 

** Perhaps," she kindly said, in handing 
Marion the letter, * this contains news of 
a position for you.” 

“Perhaps,” was the echoed answer. 
** Perhaps. I’m getting so tired of looking 
for work. I despair of ever finding work. 
Its a game of hide and go seek. Some- 
times I see a chance for work. I go after 
it, and then I see it no more—it’s gone— 
and on I go from day to day, dodging here 
and there, fancying by a little more energy 
TIl find work. Its very kind of you to 
bring this letter up.” ; 

* Oh, no. You must not despair, You 
will hav a place very shortly. Wait and 
hav patience.” 

“Tve waited," she replied, energetic- 
ally, and then paused for a moment before 
proceeding. ‘‘Don’t you fgguk some 
people are better dead, than living?" 

The question was uttered slowly and in 
a quiet voice. 

** No; every person should try to make 
the best of this life. Its the only one they 
hav." 

“Undoubtedly.” And she laughed. 
She did not know why, and, for a few 
moments, she gazed in an embarrassed 
manner at the envelope in her hand, 

When the landlady departed she tore 
open the letter and read: 

My Drar Marton: I write to ask your 
pardon for my conduct toward you the 
day I dismissed you. I hav thought over 
what you said, and hav come to the con- 
clusion that it is well the children should 

: not be taught anything upon the subject 
of religion. When they grow older, then 
they can judge for themselvs. I shall be 


glad of your services again, and, as I in- 
tend to study the question for myself, shall 
be glad of your assistance. Write me as 
soon as possible and let me know what 
you intend to do. All of us hope you are 
well. Believe me, 
Sincerely yours, 
MARGARET FULLER. 

How glad she was! The look of despair, 
of gloom, was banished from her face; and 
the unexpected letter almost caused tears 
of joy to flow down her cheeks. 

On went her hat and coat, and soon she 
was standing at the door of her late em- 
ployer's residence, ringing the bell rather 
hurriedly for & quiet looking young lady. 

“I’m so sorry I was so bigoted with 
you,” were almost the first words that 
greeted her. 

Everyone was glad to see her again. 
The children were in a state of ecstasy, 
the lady waa smiling as if perfectly con- 
tented, while Marion was in a cloud of 
bewilderment. ; 

‘You wil not teach anymore," Mrs. 
Fuller said later on. ‘‘I want you fora 
companion, to guide me over the shoals 
of faith and creed into the pure, sparkling, 
crystal ocean of thought and enlighten- 
ment.” 

That day Marion Hepburn’s troubles 
ceased. But the knowledge she had gained 
of the world had cooled her enthusiasm 
and made her wiser. Now, there was no 
thoughtful world, no enlightened and tol- 
erant people, as she once thought in the 
quietude of her study. What work there 
was to be done! What knowledge to be 
disseminated! The thousands of people 
to be educated, and brought out of the 
captivity of superstition! How long will 
the human race remain the slaves of their 
imagination? How long will people op- 
pose their own progress and the advance- 
ment of civilization? 

Perhaps there are some who may say 
Marion Hepburn should hav held her 
peace on religion and hid her unbelief. 
All I can say here is: Sincerity is the re- 
flection of a true and noble soul, and no 
person is sincere who cannot uphold and 
proclaim his opinions before an opposing 
world. Itis better, and thé only trouble 
is it is so easily said, that one had better 
die for what he believes the truth, for the 
liberty of thought, than to go through life 
a fawning, cringing coward, and to hav 
his individuality, his love for truth, 
crushed into fragments and lost forever. 

Epwarp Doszson. 
—<—— 


Correspondence. 


Newsoures, N. Y., Feb. 22, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: Having a little leis- 
ure, and feeling the pangs of conscience 
for not having taken the matter up before, 
I hav gone carefully over the several 
letters written by the young people who 
responded to my offer of last spring, and 
selected that definition of the word ‘‘God” 
which I consider as best fulfilling the 
terms of the little prize offer. 

I think on the whole that what is said 
on the subject by Miss Clara M. Fry, of 
Bentonville, Ark., comes closest. She 
writes, ‘‘ The good that one professes, the 
consciousness that tells one to do right. 
All nature is God.” 

This latter clause has a hint of panthe- 
ism, and only as a hint it is well enough. 
Unfortunately there is not, and never has 
been, a consciousness. to tell us right; 
that comes from experience and civiliza- 
tion and the slow increments of science. 

The definition is as defectiv as a creed, 
but as a creed, to them who honestly hold 
and keep it, suffices for a guide. So I find 
in what this little girl (or perhaps I should 
say young lady) bas written a real and 
genuin vitality. 

The more elaborate thesis of Miss Emma 
Stockinger deserves high praise, as does 
also the charming letter of Miss Estella 
Weaver. Indeed, all of the replies printed 
show mindsof no ordinary sort, and I think 
it no less than fair to mention each name: 

Bessie Shaffer, Philadelphia, Pa.; Mary 
L. Livengood; William Beckler, Escon- 
dido, Cal; Geo. H. Gibson, Northville, 
Mich.; A. E. Benoit, Marsh, Idaho; Lucy 
W. Phelps. West Sutton, Mass. 

If you will drop me a line to say that I 
am doing right, I will send Miss Fry the 
promised copy of ‘‘ Inquirendo Island.” 

In the beginning, when we first talked 
over this little contest, you yourself wrote 
that you did not ‘‘quite see how a myth 
(fable) could be nearer the truth than a 
fact." And furthermore, I received a 
courteovs and kindly challenge (as to a 
£‘ philosopher with back action surprises 
lurking in his sentences” as he frolicked 
with the children) -to giv my own defini- 
tion of what the word God should mean to 
the future Freethinker. ? 


I think it my duty to reply to these 
queries or challenges, and to make my re- 
ply as brief and free from ambiguity or 
** back action surprises" as possible. ` 

In the first place, a myth is radically 
different from a fable; a fable is a false- 
hood told in illustration of truth; a myth 
is the consensus evolved—not made—of 
the ideals of an epoch. TIt—Jike a creed in 
a limited way—is an expression for the 
universal feeling of a status of civilization. 

A fact is a fact, and nothing can be 
truer than a fact; but when you hav a 
quantity of facts and undertake to get 
their full significance, especially it they 
change positions, as they do in this world, 
rapidlv, then the myth comes in very 
handy to giv coherence to the whole. 

The myth, in one word, is art, as an 
artistic painting or drawing of a horse in 
action givs a much better idea of the true 
facts than any number of instantaneous 
photographs. 

The ancient mythologies personified 
adjectivs—the qualities of the universal. 
The Hebrew monotheistic myth personi- 
fied the nonn—a supreme being—a name 
for the codrdination of qualities. 

The Christian myth, retaining properly 
the God-name, the crude monochrome of 
Moses, touched the picture with the warm 
colors of the truest and tenderest emotion. 

The salient features of this myth, what 
some call the **plan of salvation,” are a 
personification of the implacable conse- 
quences of naturein an **angry God." and 
of the beneficent results of self-sacrifice in 
the vicarious atonement of Jesus. 

Science givs us algebraic symbols for 
the conic sections. The Christian myth is 
an expression for the curve of beauty, of 
living, a curve not to be expressed in an 
equation, but felt in (what we call) the 
heart. 

This region of thought called of religion 
is capable of being regarded as scientific 
equally with all other sciences. We never 
doubt the existence of mathematics as an 
entity (without body, parts, or passions) 
**revealed" in the mathematician. It is 
the same with all other faculties, for every 
one a corresponding universal principle. 

Why should the principle fail with prin- 
ciple itself? Why should our conscious- 
ness fail to recognize the universal or 
infinit consciousness? 

God is all nature, as Miss Fry says, or 
as we ourselvs are limited individualities 
personified, so God is limitless principle 
personified. 

When we understand, as we certainly 
do not now, the nature of our own person- 
ality, then perhaps we shall know intel- 
lectually what may be felt certainly, the 
divine personality. 

The cardinal principles of the science of 
religion, the philosophy of certainty, are 
few and simple. There is no such thing as 
the supernatural; but there is manifestation 
and principle, the seen and the unseen, the 
temporal, associated always with matter, 
and the eternal, independent of matter. 

It is possible to eradicata entirely all su- 
perstition, and yet to retain veneration, to 
giv up faith in phantoms for a nobler 
faith in evidence. Causality the reasoner 
is diviner than credulity the follower, be- 
cause the results he givs are truer. 

What one may achieve all may achieve. 
I make no claim to be a philosopher, but 
after all the best results are of the heart 
in spirit and not in the letter, which infal- 
libly come to those who follow the light of 
truth, either knowing the truth—having 
added to faith in it knowledge of it, or 
confiding in it like a litéle child. 

If anyone should care to pursue this 
subject in greater detail, it might be well 
to read a series of articles which are now 
appearing in the Open Court, and also 
an essay entitled *'The Brain’s Glebe,” 
which will appear in the Metaphysical 
Magazine, published at 503 Fifth avenue, 
New York, probably in the April number. 

Faithfully yours, Hupor Genons. 
a EDEN) 


Young Mothers 
should early learn the necessity of keeping on 
hand a supply of Gail Borden Eagle Brand Con- 
densed Milk for nursing babies a4 well as for 
general cooking. It has stood the test for thirty 
years, and its value is recognized. 


MATRIMONIAL. 


A Texas business man re?pectfully invites cor- 
respondence with a matare and cultivated lady 
who is an Agnostic and has near relatives of sim- 


ilar views. Object, matrimony. 
Address, oo D. M ,” care Truth Seeker Oo., 
t10 28 Lafayette Place. New York.. 


FOR HER DAILY BREA 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
bo orth the attention of the rest of the world 

ice, 25 cents. ress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


t‘ The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. * * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
ofthe patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you. you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public." 


The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings " of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
& natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistio and expressive emblem ever 
desiened. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ^ 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the nsual 
rates, and bis COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 

a Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, eto., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILE. 
Designer of 
3 The Otto Wet s'ein 
Ss 
Watch. 
Tel gersli Sou- 


veni Spon, 


The Free fi ugtt 


Badye. 


“BE Troygnt BAX 


|J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


‘The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book o 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
.of the biblical story of man's “creation,” and 
“curse,” theologically denominated " the f. 
Price, 10 cents. EE 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesns. A refute- 
tion of the assumption that he was a divine 
erson, and that he was tho fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, Showing 
what itis not and ro c EN dem 

Addr THE T UE 
"ie Lafayette place, New York: 


The Glory of Infidelit 


WI:H A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam's works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES, 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem 
“ Life,” by *the prince, of orators,” Ooi. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the oard 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the Masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 


| price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


_ Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 

tions noticed here can be had of Tun 
TRUTH SmEXER Oompany, at the price 
named. 


Tan Berrer Wonrp. By E. B. Southwick. 
M.D. New York Truth Seeker Co. ; PP, 
875. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
The author of this interesting book de- 

scribes an imagiuary community where 

selfishness, avarice, and fear are not 
known, that is far advanced in all the 
sciences and where all are free and equal, 
and all enjoy the same privileges and the 
same rights. People who work together, 
play together, study together, and discuss 
all subjects together, and what one learns 
he imparts to all the others as far as pos- 
sible. A community that has no doctors, 
no lawyers, no preachers, no professors, 
and by observing a strictly scientific diet 
and having the proper exercise are never 
sick. As they always do right they need 
no courts of justice, no laws for criminals 
and malefactors, and need very little polit- 
ical government. This book is very sug- 
gestiv of the good time coming when 

Freethought shall hay done its perfect 

work.—Freethought Magazine, 


This number of THz TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL (the first, we are told, which has 
been issued for four years) contains the 
usual calendar, each month being accom- 
panied by some lines from the pen of Mr. 

- Macdonald. This is followed bya valuable 
24-page resume of the progress of Free- 
thought in the United States during the 
past four years. The rest of the 126 pages 
is occupied by articles from the pens of 
some of. the most prominent Freethought 
writers, one of which, by Colonel Ingersoll, 
we reprinted last week. We hope the 
ANNUAL will hay a large sale. We looked 
for a list or Directory of Freethought and 
Liberal Societies in Oanadaand the States, 
and hope it will be supplied in a future 
issue. Price, 25 cents.—Secular Thought, 


[If our Canadian contemporary will look 
on page 127 of the AxNvar he will find a 
list of societies and lecturers. ] 


Several thousand copies hav been sold 
by the Truth Seeker Company of its re- 
cent book, ** Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," by Samuel P. Putnam. It is an 
exhaustiv and striking showing of the 
work that has been done by men of ad- 
vanced thought from the earliest times to 
the present. Colonel Ingersoll is among 
‘those who hav commended it. Even such 
readers as are slow to sympathize with 
advanced thinking will be impressed by the 
record here made, while those who wel- 
come the most liberal discussion will find 
it a perfect storehouse or mine of informa- 
tion.—New York Times. 

The TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL FOR 1895 is 
full of interest. There is an admirable 
account of Freethought in the United 
‘States; abrief but pithy paper on ‘‘ The 
‘Old and the New,” by Colonel Ingersoll; 
** What the Ohurch has Not Done for 
"Women," by Mrs. Gage; ‘* What are 
Women Here For?" by Miss Helen Gar- 
dener; **A Queer God and His Queer 
Book,” by John Peck; ''The Education 
of Ohildren,” by Susan Wixon; ‘‘ Secular 
Sunday-Schools;” by Katie Kehm Smith, 
and other articles, together with much 
useful information to American Freethink- 
ers. Nor must we forget the amusing 
sketch of ‘‘The One-Horned Ox” by 
‘George E, Macdonald, who has an original 
‘fund of bright American humor. We 
shope THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL Will hav 
:& wide circulation, for it should be er- 
;joyed wherever it goes. — Freethinker. 

A Tans or a Haro. By Morgan A. Robert- 
son. Illustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist. 
"The Truth Seeker Oo., 28 Lafayette 
Place, New York. 

"This charming little book consists of 70 
pages of verse printed on highly-toned 

- paper. It opens with a neatly-executed 
frontispiece, depicting a scene in Hades, 

"where—- f 

The Archangel Michael had flown down 

below, f 

On s tourof inspection in Hell, and a flame 

Had singed off his wings, so downward he 

eame 

To the ground, which he struck with the 

back of his neck 

(It took twenty devils to clear up the 

wreck). 

"The writer describes in a most happy 
wein many imaginary conversations and 
conflicts between St. Peter, heaven's gate- 
‘keeper, and Michael, and these are comi- 
cally illustrated with marginal sketches. 
Both author and artist hav done their work 
admirably in this pretty publication.— 
Freethinker. 


“A Tale of a Halo,” by Morgan A. 
Robertson, is a piece of verse from the 
Truth Seeker Company, New York, which 


i Being the story of his mental journey from 
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By Samuel Porter Putnam. 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp. Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $s. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 
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$6.50. 
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HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months' delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
percent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
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sE properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
FE of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
$E per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
=| nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
$E) sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
t investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
Ej not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
E. lighted that they got such a bargain. 


As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Frrr- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It isa world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5, With “The Truth Seeker’* One Year, $6.50, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


E 


E 


E vse AMUA EEUN AANE 


breaks no bones and probably few hearts, 
though it would once hav entitled its author 
to broken bones wherever racks were in 
fashion. Tt relates the incidents of a visit 
by Beelzebub to heaven on 2 mission from 
Satan and plays havoc with most of the 
traditions about those persons and that 
place. The satire is not without cleverness 
and were it on less touchy subjects would 
make general merriment; but most people 
who hay friends that believe in heaven and 
the saints do not relish having them made 
fun of. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.—Brook- 
lyn Eagle. 


BOOKS BY 


to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. 


of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical E neation ; 
of Nature. Cloth, 


Faber. 


trated by H. 
catod Padre 


5 ot: 2. 
THÉ TRUTH SEEKER, 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Anitiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH BESEER, 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price. paper, 25 gents: cloth, 75 osnte. 
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PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 


The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 


or, The Health-Laws 

1 s 

Household Remedies for the Preyalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 


Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor stucy of Natural History. Illus- 


28 Lafayette place, New York. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 


son. Robert O. Adams ..............-.-- 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religions Experience. Samuel P. Put- E 

DAD. s eiesescra ee Maite dne Per eases ss ce 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and He- 

ligion. 'T. E. Longshore...............- 50 

Issues or 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote.........-..- 25 
Rights gt Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- di 
n EREMO READERS 
Was Christ Orucifed? Austin Bierbower.... 10 


Pulpit, Pew, and Oradie. Helen H. Gar- 
[Y RPE A 
Bible Morals. Jobn E. Remsburg. 

wtul Disclosures of Maria Monk. 


ii. 25g 


@ | Pocket Theology. Voltaire S esr 85 
$ Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- » 

(i DM 
Liberty in Literature. . Testimonial to 

ə Walt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
e By Ool. Robert G, Ingersoll... .........;. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy.  Hichard A. 
Prootor.......... ce eee ceperunt 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. " 
OL TN c 
The Holy Bible Abridged........... "—— 80 
False Claims of the Ohurch. John E. 
Remsburg....... ...... c eeeee eae ee 
Issues or 1898.— $3. 
Thomas. Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 

G.Tngersoll.........cencccesseesserares 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

. mann......... s HIDDIPETPPUPEEED 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United Btates. 

M ngs p: 
Handbook of Freethought. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; He- 

ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam............. 2% 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

. Yur Trores BSeEEER............. iss eres 15 
Abrabam Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

John E. Remsburg........... BIER 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 

trated. Ñ. P. Putnam.............. ee 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 

© | Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, » 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstei ee 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson.. 25 
Sister Lucy. Her Awfnl Disclosures of 

Newhall Convent............... eee 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Busan 

H. Wixon...............eeeeeeee eheu p^ 

Issues or 1894.—$3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradiction: of the Bible, W.H.Burr 16 
Church Property: Should It be toD 

from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should 
re TEE M ER 15 
Congress and Sunday Laws ................. 5 
The Better World. A dip into the gature 

of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- 

wic a ECRIRE 50 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 10 
Religion and tbe Bible. old subject in 

ihe light of modern thought. F.D. 

Cummings aee s Sees Da SEART EE a 50 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

.  Lilustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and pios Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. i 
. £ed..... ITEMS 5 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 

marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 

ness, the Christ Principle, etc. 

WLS. is eeeeoseecee sese co ed ER aa eran 10 


Dazing the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. i 

Yearly subsoribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 

which year is desired. 
| Bingle numbers soid at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


COLUMBIAS FOR 1895. 


| A Highly Artistic Catalogne Sets Forth 
B the Merits of these Famous : 
Bicycles. i ` 

| Noted artists occasionally condescend to 
| lend their sid to make a trade catalogue 
| beautiful, and this has eyidently been the 
| case with the new handbook of Columbia 
| bicycles, just issued. From the rich and 
| striking cover to the last of the dainty 
j sketches that adorn the broad margins, 
j the tell-tale marks that show the hand of 
well-known contributors to Life, Vogue, 
and the leading magazines are everywhere 
apparent. The idea skillfully carried out 
in the illustrations is that of sport and 
trayel The book will long be preserve 
as one of the handsomest art works of the 
year. It is as little like the ordingry 
trade Gatalogue as well can be, and yet it 
cleverly tells of the merits of Columbia 
bicycles for 1895, and also of lower-priced 
machines, Hartfords. No lover of bicy- 
cling or of beautiful books should neglect 
sending for the Columbia Oatalogue. It 
can be had by calling upon Columbia 
agents, or it will be sent by mail for two 
2-cent stamps. Address Publishing Dept., 
Pope Mfg. Co., Hartford, Conn. 


THE GIANT DELUSION 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper rond at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October's, 1898. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Aut free government is based upon free 


discussion.— Washington Gladden. 


Tux history of intellectual progress is 
written in the lives of Infidels. Political 
rights hav been preserved by traitors; the 
liberty of mind by heretics.—Jngersoll. 


Hxnorsw is the avowal of the unschooled 
man that he finds a quality in him that is 
negligent of expense, of health, of life, of 
danger, of hatred, of reproach, and knows 
that his willis higher and more excellent 
than all actual and all possible antago- 
nists.—_R. W. Emerson. 


Ir is so unfortunate that the rules of war 
cannot be changed so that the men who 
lead in declaring and making war can be 
forced to lead in desperate charges and 
murderous battles. To make this change 
would be to take a long stride on the line 
of justice and peace. — Galveston News. 


No doubt, under different circumstances, 
Voltaire would hav fought differently. 
But he would never hav thought of treat- 
ing strocities without indignation, or ab- 
surdities without ridicule. Gravity is a 
part of the game of imposture, and there 
is nothing the hypocrits and humbugs 
resent more than having their solemn 
pretenses laughed at.—J. M. Wheeler. 


We hav made it the business of life to 
die, long enough. Now let us make it the 
business of life to liv. Instead of those 
words of delusion and superstition, ‘‘In 
God we trust,” let us rather write upon 
our standards these, Self-reliance! Cour- 
age! Forward! and advance to the achieve- 
ment of a felicity in this life transcending 
the wildest dreams of the devotees’ impos- 
sible heavens.—John Francis Smith. 


IT is important that freedom of trans- 
mission and interchange of ideas should 
be defended. Education without freedom 
is food without salt. Education is com- 
parison. If comparison is under ban 
education barely escapes with its life. 
Our civilization is slow to learn that it is 
unsafe for society to drive evil into hiding 
places. Face the dangers. Bravely meet 
and use or discredit all offers of social 
benefit.— Horace L. Traubel. 


INCONVENIENCE, suffering, and death 
are the penalties attached to ignorance, as 
. well as to incompetence—are also the 
means of remedying these. Partly by 
weeding out those of lowest development, 
and partly by subjecting those who re- 
main to the never-ceasing disciplin of 
experience, Nature secures the growth of 
a race of men who shall both understand 
the conditions of existence, and be able to 
act up to them.— Herbert Spencer. 


Nonz knew more clearly than he [Whit- 
man] did how completely our people were 
under the illusion of the genteel and the 
conventional, and that among even the 
emancipated few the possession of anything 
like robust esthetic perception was rare 
enough. America, so bold and original 
and independent in the world of practical 
politics and material endeavor, is, in spirit- 
nal and imaginativ regions, timid, gop- 
forming, imitativ.—JoAn Burroughs. 


Gorra, being once in Kiel, was inyited 
to attend a meeting, called by some clergy- 
men, for the suppression of obscene litera- 
ture. ` He attended, and pro d that 
they should begin with the Bible. That 
ended the conference, and it was never 
heard of again. And that will end all 
these attempts to suppress books called 
immoral by prurient imaginations, just so 
soon as the same measure is meted out 
to Freethinkers and Bible societies.— 
Moncure D. Conway. 


Broapty, it may be said, there are two 
educational &ystems, the difference between 
which is as fundamental and vital as the 
difference between despotism and democ- 
racy. The one, at the heart of which is 
the medieval or monarchical idea, rests 
upon force and works by coercion, repul- 
sion, suspicion, and depression; the other 
rests upon mutual sympathy, and works 
by_ coöperation, attraction, confidence, 
and enthusiasm. The characteristic pro- 
cess of the one is from without in, the 
characteristic process of the other is from 
within out. The one is paternal, the other 
fraternal. The chief thought in the 
paternal system is knowledge; the chief 
thought in the fraternal system is charac- 
ter. That holds fast to custom and tradi- 
tion; this follows after truth and inspira- 
iion. As to their ultimate results, the 
paternal system dismisses the child from 
school with the notion that his education 
is ‘‘finished,” and with slight inclination 
or ability to carry on his studies inde- 
pendently ; while the fraternal system 
dismisses him with the ideg that his edu- 
cation is just begun, and with both the 
desire and the power to continue his intel- 
lectual pursuits to the end of life.— Edwin 
S. Sheppe, 
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NEW YORK: 


; PRICE, 25 CENTS. ‘ 


PIANOS! PIANOS! 


$225; . 250; . 275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Ohi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what ig believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : s 


“The yolume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World’s Fair; Mr. 
Grong Svzcx, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“ This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Saxon Fasani, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Teura Srexer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
eago. Full description of instrumenta sent on applieation. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. l 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of | .— 2 02 — 2 LL 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets m SH Rl here a 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap-| ALL styles of watches from $1.38 up. Hand- 
py and bright 7—Sunp FOR A cory.—Green cloth, | some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo., 9 Murray 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 2 cents. street, New York. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By B. B. Westbrook, A,M. 
Third Thousand, 


ESTABLISHED 1885. 
E. C. Reiehwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


Fruits and Vegetables. 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 


BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY.) 


SPECIALTIES: 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 
anges, Lemons, Cranberries, Pines ples, 
Grapes, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Mael- 

, ons, Apples, Berries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
toes, Celery, Beets, Oarrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash, Crab Ap- 

ples, Egg Plant. 


Special attention paid to filing orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Oheese, and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our amphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominations 

roups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 
.This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so làng 
p the injustice of church exemption is suitered 
E . Pints 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
eoductions are made: 


Cen copies. - " E $1.00 
Fifty copies, - - - - 4.50 
Joe hundred copies - a 8.00 


ecial rates. 


Larger quantities at s 
[Y SEEKER. New York. 


dreas THE TE: 


By ARTHUR B. 1055. 

With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 
Contrents—The Fagan Roots of chr stianjty 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolutian 
of the Christiąn ERA rigina Bin nd the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Oontemporary Evidence. Paley's “* Evidences of 
Ohristianivy " Examined. The Testimony o 
Paul. Diq Jesua Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Oentu- 
A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Ohristianity on the Wane. í 
Price, Cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1.. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Env. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Address this off es 


ries. 
Science. 


ering 1h sanke 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 

A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 

and Early History of Christianity. 
Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 

fully Set Forth. 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRION, 89. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 

28Lafavette place, New York. . 


ARE YOU DEAF? 
Don’t You Want to Hear? 
TE AURAPHONE 3.72 rechap otontinn inven. 


tion whion will restore the hegring of any one 
not bors) deaf. when in the ear itis invis pie 
and does not cause the slightest discomfort. i 
is to the ear what glasses are to the eye, an ear 
spectacle. Inclose a stamp for particulars. 
betested free of charge at 


The Auraphone Co’s O, 


716 Metropolitan B’ld’g, Madison Bq., 
6ts ` 


Oan 


Ces: 
ew York 
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Not for Parsons. 


Tas Rev.. Rosy Babbleton: ** Heaven is 
a place where the wicked will cease from 
troubling.” Fan De Seck: “I know; but 
will the good continue to bore one there?” 
—Oakland Echoes. 


Tus Bishop of Lyons being at a sump- 
tuous breakfast, the Abbé de Prades paid 
him a visit. The bishop invited him to 
partake of some chicken and ham. The 
abbé declined, and the prelate insisted. 
** My lord," said the abbé, ‘I hav break- 
fasted twice already; and, besides, this is 
a fast day.” 


Aw old woman was praising, in rather 
enthusiastic terms, the sermons of a Scotch 
minister, who had acquired a great name 
for depth and sublimity. The suspicions 
of her auditor were a little roused, and she 
ventured to propose a question to her: 
** Well, Jenny, do you understand him?" 
* Understand him!" ejaculated Jenny, 
holding up her hands in astonishment at 
the question; ‘‘me understand him! Wad 
I hae the presumption?" 


WHEN it comes to getting at the root of 
things, the Rev. De Witt Talmage is right 
on hand. He has estimated the dimen- 
sions of heaven, measured the whale which 
Jonah inhabited, and figured out Solo- 
mon’s estate to hav been worth $191,528,- 
006,082. Now, if T. De W. T. will giv us 
the length of the snake which caused that 
fall in apples, the kind of fuel used in the 
fiery furnace, and what system of ventilat- 
ing was used in the ark, it will be time for 
him to take up another contribution for 
the tabernacle fund.—Arkansas Travel- 

er. 


A SHoRT time ago we related the story 
of a negro preacher who had designed a 
thrilling incident for his Advent sermon. 
As he described ‘‘the Holy Ghost descend- 
ing like a dove," a veritable pigeon was to 
be lowered by his assistant through a hole 
in the ceiling. When the time came, how- 
ever, aud after the preacher had twice 
repeated the words, ‘‘the Holy Ghost 
'descended like a dove," not the dove, but 
the woolly head of the assistant appeared, 
who announced, in loud and disgusted 
tones, that ‘‘de Holy Ghost can’t come 
down to-day, massa, ’case de old black 
pity bin up yer and chawed his d—d head 
off, 


“An,” said the Pastor to the Delinquent 
Church Member, **I notice you do not 
attend the sanctuary service as you once 
did. I greatly fear, my brother, that your 
piety is on the wane,” ‘‘Oh, no,” replied 
the Delinquent Church Member, ‘my 
piety continues about the same, but my 
doctor tells me that the air that remains 
stagnant in the church building the entire 
"week is conduciv to pulmonary diseases.” 
** But our church, brother, is thoroughly 
«entilated." ‘‘Yes; but my doctor tells 
ame that a common Communion cup is very 


dangerous, and is sure to spread all kinds. 


of contagious diseases.” ‘* But at any 
orate, vou might come and hear the ser- 
mon.” ‘*¥Yes, but my doctor says it is 
wery dangerous td sleep in a draught."— 
New York World. 


*'Arp who want to go to heaven," said 
the minister, ‘‘ will please stand up." .Ap- 
parently the whole congregation stood up. 
** Please sit down, All who don't want to 
go to heaven will now stand up." One 
man rose to his feet. Leaning forward 
and pointing his finger at him the good 
pastor spoke in tones quivering with in- 
tense feeling: ‘‘ There is one person in this 
vast audience, I am sorry to say—and yet 
only one, I rejoice to say—who does not 
want to go to heaven! Do you know, sir," 
he eontinued, addressing the standing 
figure in slow, impressiv manner, ‘‘ that 
you hav placed yourself in an attitude of 
defianee to the heavenly powers? Do you 
know you hav made a jest and mockery of 
sacred things and under the thin disguise 
of independence hav outraged the feelings 
of friends and neighbors who would be 
glad to regard you as a brother?" ‘Yes, 
Sir," replied the man meekly. ‘‘I’Il sit 
down if you will.”—Chicago Tribune. 


“Grp” MaANDEVILLE was washing some 
beer gleases behind the bar of the ** Hotel 
"Lindenwald " one Saturday evening, when 
Pete Cole, a colored gentleman, with a 
singular protuberance resembling a tumor 
iin the vieinity of the breast-pocket, came 


. There is more Caterrh in this section of the 
country than all other diseases put together, and 
until the last few yearg was supposed to be incur- 
able. For a great many years doctors pro- 
nounced it a local disease, and prescribed local 
remedies, and by constantly failing to cure with 
jocal treatment, pronounced it incurable. Sci- 
ence has proven Oatarrh to be a constitutional 
disease. and, therefore, requires constitutional 
treatment. Hall's Oatarrh Cure, manufactured 
F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohio, is the only 
eonstitutional cure on the market. Itis taken 
internally in doses from 10 drops to a teaspoon- 
ful. It acts directly on the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. They offer one hundred 
dollare for n case it Jails to, cure. Send for 
circulars and testimonials. ross, 
. J. CHENEY & O0., Toledo, O. 
ET Sold by Druggists, 750. 


shuffling in. Pete leaned up against the 
counter, and reduced the swelling by pull- 
ing a bottle out of his pocket by a sort of 
eel-skinning process, as the lining came 
with it. It was a close fit. ‘“ What do you 
want, Pete?" asked ‘‘Gid,” wiping the bar. 
** Some "freshmenis fo' Sunday, boss. I 
ain't got de ‘brads’ now, but I—I'll pay 
you Monday mornin’, shuah.”: ‘‘Gid” 
reflected a moment, looked at the bottle, 
set it down on the bar, took a chew of to- 
bacco, and then glared at the colored man 
with a fiery eye. ‘‘See here, Pete, do you 
pass the plate in church to-morrow?” ‘I 
does, boss; ebery Sunday. Tse been des- 
con dar since las’ fall.” “All right, then,” 
said ** Gid" tilting a demijohn, and pour- 
ing out the whisky, ‘‘I’ll trust you this 
ime. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENB®@RG, 
(Servant of the Lora Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 centa. 

Cloth. (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 

this journal. only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
nea for descriptiv catalogue of Šwodonborg’s 

works. 

, American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 

ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS : 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* Yn the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Oolonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel Iwcxasorr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln— said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by InarrsoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


‘THE 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with & preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the literas 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. x 

Price, cloth, $1. dress 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. - 


A little book of 58 pages, fall of scientifi 
thought. The story of this great scientist's life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York City 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. | Researchs in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE © 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D} 
Fourth Edition. 


Part I.—Hesearches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 

Part I1.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 

Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity; twenty 


chapters. 
Part Iv Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
' ters. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplted at Spectat Discounts. 


[S THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


& Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters, 
Price. cloth, $1; paper. 50 osnts. 


An Unofficial Patriot, 


A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR. 
The literary hit of the season.— Chicago Times. 


ILLUSTRATED 


4 
Len 


By Carey K. Jurist. 

The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearfulfor ministers to behold. 
Thereare 70 broad p&ges &nd the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. I 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 
Priee,cloth@1. | 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 


lendid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
iub—Under Protest—For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in athe Cn Tne Bolor House 
ery— ime-Lock of Our An- 
tm — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 
Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead—An Irre- 
sponsible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex—Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 


Science Versus Religion, 
OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 


For sale at this Office. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 60 cents. Price, LO Cents, 


AS 
Cc 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price. $1.50. 


For «ala at THIS OWFIOR 


cwm WONDER CABINET FREE, Missing Link 
Sy f Puzzle, Devis's Bottle, Pocket Camera, Latest 
B Wire Pugzle, Spook Photos, Book of Sleight of 
Ñ tian, Total Value 60e Seng free with jinmense 
alogue of 1000 Bargains for 10c. for postage, 
INGERSOLL & BRU. 65 Cortlandt Street, N.Y. 


È DO YOU WANT IT 20 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
—Lawsuit or Leg- mission. No experience. New Tariff Bill gives 
&C; —Common unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 
ense in salary an territory wanted, Manufacturers, 

B J o: 


Cloth, $ NN. 50 cents. $e e e STATS 
PULPIT, PEW, CHER 
and CRADLE. En 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, perei and on 
Strongest Lectures Against gia 
Che Bible. dd 
Every Woman Should Read it iete 
and Early ~ 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘*The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down.opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. H 

Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


ele, Wentaland Physical Debi 
nd who are desirous of being Cur 
See booklet willbe sent to their address i 

ten cents, sealed in a plain envelona 
EE giving causes and symptoms of theco.o: 
- B plaints, and a description of the Doctor't 
mportant medical discovery—an Oui 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem. 
edy o£ hakina in existence—with evidences of suo. 

oe DR. Re P. FELLOWS, * 


Say where you saw tbissdvot.. Vineland, BBs 
NO READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is,a stanch LIBERAL end a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASE 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those alicted 
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A LONG LOOKED-FOR INFANI. 


And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down and wor- 
hiped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold and frankincense, and 


myrrh.—Matt. ii, 11. 


JY ewe of the (Deck. 


SMALLPOX has appeared in St. Louis. 


Grorce L. SHovs, Rep., succeeds him- 
self as Senator from Idaho. 


Boston is rapidly reducing the length 
of overhead wire and inereasing tbat of 
underground cables. 


Bzrorr CoLLEGE has opened its doors to 
women. The students greeted the an- 
nouncement with cheers. 


RapouirF CornnzgGz—the Harvard wo- 
men's annex—has received a bequest of 
about $45,000 from Miss Barr. 


A bill is to be presented in the legislature 
of New Hampshire which will make it an 
offense to buy liquor as well as to sell it. 


In the Maine House of Representativs 
the bill granting municipal suffrage to 
women was passed by the vote of 85 to 50. 


Irisreported from China that Japan's 
terms of pesce will be accepted and that 
we may look for an early end of the war. 


Pav Porter has dramatized ‘‘ Trilby.” 
Its initial presentation at the Park Theater, 
Boston, on March 11, was a phenomenal 
success, : 


Tux people of Italy are the most heavily 
taxed of any civilized nation. The state 
taxation equals 22 per cent of the earnings 
of the people. ` d 


CATARINO Gaza, the famous Mexican 
bandit, was killed in an attack upon Bocas 
del Toro, Colombio. He was at the head 
òf a force of rebels. f f 


In this city the Board of Police Com- 
missioners voted down the reorganization 
resolutions of the new commissioner, Mr. 
Andrews, three to one. 


CHARLES FREDERICK Worta, the man- 
milliner of Paris, died in that city on 
March 11. He was born in Bourne, Lin- 
conshire, Eng., in 1825. i 3 


Tux directors of the Cotton States Ex- 
position at Atlanta hav decided to permit 
the sale of liquors, despite the strenuous 
opposition ofthe W. C. T. U. 


. Among the prominent European Free- 
thinkers who hav recently died were Lau- 
rent Havaux and C. E. Verbeeck, of Bel- 
gium. South America lost Juan Matas 
Hortal. 


Dun:xe the last twenty years the popu- 
lation of Prussia has increased. three per 
cent, while the increase of the Catholic 
clergy has been twenty-five and two-tenths 
per cent, 


Taz Oklahoma House passed a bill pro- 
hibiting the sale or giving away of cigar- 
ets or cigaret paper in that territory. 
The penalty is $500, one-half to go to the 
informant. 


Tux Florida vestibule train was wrecked 
at Scotland, Ga., on March 8. Two per- 
sons were killed and eleven injured. The 
wreck was caused by a malicious tampering 
with the track. 


Tue Massachusetts House defeated the 
woman suffrage bill by a vote of 127 to 87. 


Tu insurrection in Cuba seems to be on 
the gain, but reports from i rere and 
insurgent sources are so contradictory that 
nothing very definit is known of the state 
of affairs, 


Tue new liquor sale bill which has passed 
the Indiana Senate contains very strict 
regulations and makes the buyer equally 
amenable with the seller for any violation 
of the law. l 


Ox March 8 the Cincinnati and New 
Orleans packet Longfellow was cut in two 
by a bridge pier at Cincinnati and eight 
lives were lost. The accident was caused 
by a dense fog. 


Fimup MARSHAL Count YAMAGATA, who 
was commander of the First Japanese 
Army, but who fell ill in Manchuria and 
went home on sick leave, has been ap- 
pointed Minister of War. 


Tr is reported in dispatches from Europe 
that a Russian imperial decree abolishes 
the use of thé knout. The present outlook 
is that the Gerry whipping-post bill will 
begóme à law in this state. © : 

AgcconpING to a mission paper there are 
in India 2,036,590 nativ Christians, 57,000, - 
000 Mohammedans, and 200,000,000 Hin- 
dus. There has been a net increase in ten 
years of 30,000,000 non-Christians, ! 


THERE was a total eclips of the moon, 
visible in North and South America, on 
Sunday evening, March 10. The period 
of complete obscuration in this latitude 
extendéd from about 9:54 until a little after 
11 o'elock. zr ' 


Tax trustees of the Tilden Fund hav 
voted in favor of the proposed consolida- 
tion of that Fund with the Lenox and 
Astor libraries, the whole endowment to 
be used for the purpose of equipping a 
great public library, 


JAPAN'8 Second Army has occupied An- 
shong Henand New-chwang in Manchuria. 
At the last-named place the fighting was 
desperate, and the Japanese were all day 
winning the town street by street. Other 
vietories hav since been won by the Japa- 
nese. 


` Tux Parthenon and Temple of Theseus 
at Athens were grëatly injured by the 
recent earthquakes, and are now in a dan- 
gerous condition, The Archgxological So- 
ciety has issued sn appeal to the nations 
for one million drachmas ($200,000) to re- 
pair them. 


A STRANGE malady is raging in Floyd 
county, Ky. The disease resembles chol- 
era, except that the victim is choked to 
death, the trouble beginning in the stom- 
ach and rising to the throat. There hav 
been over fifty deaths, so far, nearly every 
one attacked dying in about three days. 


A FIRE in the Sultana gold mine, four- 
teen miles from Rat Portage, Manitoba, 
eut off the supply of air from the miners 
and about twenty of the workmen were 
suffocated to death, Inthe Old Abe mine, 
near White Oaks, N. M., eight miners 
were imprisoned by fire and five were 
taken out dead, 


EvawaEgnmT Moony applied for the use 
of the hall of the House of Representa- 
tive, Austin, Texas, from March 10 to the 
18, in which to hold night meetings, Chair- 
man Feagin of the Committee on State 
Affairs handed in a majority report against 
the Graham resolution to grant the request, 
and the report was adopted. 


Tue Icarian Community, located in 
Adams county, Iowa, has been dissolved. 
Its fonnder was E. Cabet, who, just pre- 
vious to the French Revolution, went from 
Havre to Texas and located near the Red 
River. The colony went to New Orleans, 
and thence to Nauvoo, Ill., where dissen- 
sions occurred, and part of the colony 
went to Iows. It split again in 1879. 


Sm Jonn SEELEY, more widely known 
as Professor Seeley, of London and Cam- 
bridge, is dead. He was the author of 
that famous work, ‘‘Ecce Homo,” which 
Lord Shaftesbury called ‘‘ the worst book 
ever vomited forth from the jaws of hell.” 
It would now be considered only moder- 
ately heterodox. He also wrote ‘‘ Natural 
Religion” and ‘‘ Life and Times of Stein.” 


Hype CLARK, of London, died on 
Maréh 7. He was borh in that city and 
was 79 years of age. He engaged in thé 
Spanish and Portuguese wars of the suc- 
cession, and was a civil engineer, teleg- 
rapher, banker, and author. But his 
linguistic abilities were the most notable 
of his endownments, and his greatest 
achievement the acquisition of 100 lan- 
guages, 


CHARLES A. Dana, editor of the New 
York Sun, and William M. Laffan, its 
publisher, were indicted last week by the 
grand jury of the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia, on the charge of 
criminally libeling Frank B. Noyes, 
treasurer of the Washington Evening 
Star, and one of the board of directors, 
and of the executiv committee of the As- 
sociated Press. The trouble grew out of 
the long-standing quarrel between the 
Associated Press and the United Press, of 
which latter Dana is president. 


Tue federal court at Fort Scott decides 
that Humboldt, Kan., must pay the bonds 
issued for the construction of a railroad 
that was not built. For years the town 
has evaded payment by its officials failing 
to qualify, thus leaving the place without 
legal representativs, Judge Williams 
affirms that the fact that they served, al- 
though as private citizens and receiying 
compensgtion only through voluntary 
contributions, makes them legal repre- 
sentativs in faet, and so he ordered the 
arrest of the mayor and treasurer. 


Tux old volcano of Orizaba in the state 
of Vera Cruz, Mexico, has broken forth. 
For one hundred miles around the earth 
has been shaken with subterranean vibra- 
tions. The volcano is in the heart of the 
most improved coffee district in Mexico. 
Masses are being said in all the churches 
in the vicinity to ward off the impending 
danger, but the governor of the state will 
appoint a commission of scientific men to 
make such investigation of the eruption as 
is possible, and to make recommendations 
for the protection of the inhabitants of the 
neighboring villages, 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas. touching all forms or religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12m0 book of 14 pages and the price is now 
reduce: from 50 cents in raper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 vents in paper, 50 cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK«R OO. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersolls Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 
The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAVET? E PLACE. New York. 


The Milliad. 


(1000 STAN ZAS) 


A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology, and applying the test of the 
Golden Rule to the world’s history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
PA depend upon a recognition of the princi-: 
ple tha 

“ Right, and Right onty, Makes Miqnt.” 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas [to each 
canto), as follows: 
I.—Themis Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


ight. 
IL.—The Olympian Council. 4 
IIL—The Goddesses in Consultation. 
IV.—Phebus, Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 


in High Life 
V —Sketch of World's History to 19th Centnry. 
YiI.—History of the United States. Twofold 
Nectionalism. I 
VIL—The Theory avd Nature of Coercion. The 
ratricidal War. : vem 
VIL Reopnetraation and Subsequent Politics. 
atire. : 
IX.—The Columbian *xposition. 
X.—The Parliament of Religions and Its Sup- 
lime Lessons. 


Cloth, 400 pp.,$1; holiday edition, $1.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


_ Of this valuable book the London " Free- 
thinker” says: “It is by far the' best produbtion 
of Mr. Moss's pen, and we heartily recommend 
itas dn excellent text-book of the subject. The 
ingnner is good. and the style is brighf. F 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
*£ Lafavatta plana. Naw Vor: 


Chas. Bradlaugh's Works. 


WHEN WERE OUR GOSPELS WRITTEN? 
Fourth Edition. Price, 95 cents. 


TRACTS. 

Land Question, 5 cents; Were Adam and Eve 
Our First Parents? 5 cents; Why Do Men 
Starve? 5 cents; A Plea for Atheism, 5 cents; 
Is There a God? 5 cents; Labor's Prayer, 5 
cents; Poverty, fts Effects on the Political Oon- 
dition of the People, 5 cents; New Life of David, 
5 cents; New Life of Jonah, 5 cents; A Few 
Words About the Devil,5 cents; New Life of Ja- 
cob,5 cents; Twelve Apostles, 5 cents; Who Was 
Jesus Christ? 5 cents; What Did Jesus Teach? 5 
5 cents; New Life of Abraham, 5 cents; New 
Life of Moses, 5 cents. On orders for these 
Tracts we will send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 
worth for $2; $5 worth for $8; and $10 worth 


for 8 , saress THE TRUTH SERKUE ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, - i 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol, 22, No. 12,4 PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } New York, Saturday, March 23, 1895, {28 ‘LAFAYETTE PL. | $3.00 Per Year. 


m “The. shade Ae i were falling fast, 


As onara throu our country passe 


A pope, who pore al snow and ice, 
A fenior with the. Sura. device, 
SUPREMACY | / 


“His. brow was wrinkled, dry and seared, 
His eyes were little, dim and bleared, 

And like an old cracked jewsharp rang 
The eine of his Dago tongue 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS TO HIS INFALLIBILITY. 


I 


Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, | To Our Friends: 


For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam's “News and Notes" have been a | 
. feature of Tue TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. Their diversity and ver- f Don't you know 
satility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but | 
d never copied with success. i i . | some Freethinker who 
As President of all the. nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam 
will, about May 1st, start for a visit to the Freethinkers of England. Officially and privately | 
he will. undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in a small space, f does not now, butwho 
with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. i i 
While he is gone Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of Tue | would subscribe to 


Truru SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of 


his trip. Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read thisaccount. It will do l K 
him good. Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly enter- TH E TRUTH SEE 5 
taining, instructive, poetic, and good reading. 

New subscriptions for this event should begin ‘now and run for six months. A three ER if YOU called his 
months’ trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can't do better take that, Jk * 
for we know you will euo Ask any iani ix Mr. PARAR * News and Notes " k they are attenti on to the Pa- 
not worth the cost of. a whole year’s subscription, and if he does not say YES, we will refund 
the subscription you send. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. per e 
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PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


For $6.50 we wil send Taz Tsuru SEKER one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam's “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
‘nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. TEC 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisaradioal Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘Four 
HUNDRED YEARS oF FREETHOUGHT " embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church, 


ocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 

SPEC IA L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 

0 FFER J “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT " 

* FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOCK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. . 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated Pi, ES yox 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 

BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


Oe 


` gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address 


~ 


For $5 we willsend Tug Truru SerzER one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Complete"($8). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. l 

For $5 we will send Tus TaurvH Szexer one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3): By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs Szzkzn one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has overa thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs SEEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurs Smzxer one year ($8) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Trura Szexer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurs Szexer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comieally Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


P. The Freethinker's Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 
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Will be sent for $4.50. 
£2.75 Pin and THE Tr 
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The 
UTH 
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Will be sent for 84.75, Sugar 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Spoons and TRUTH SXEEKER, $5. Ei i 8 
spoor eng nu In. n g ither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
. SUBSCRIPTION. 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


—or— 


The Truth Seeker. x 


GUE Drafto, Checho and Money Orders, to be mare payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


— —— 
Ce TERMS =D 
. SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
Tree months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, 0.7. One subscription with two new subscribers, in 
Six “ M" is ee 7 € 1.50 one remittance, T 020. . . . $700 
Single subscription, one year, -. 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 
One suhscription two years, — e . 5.00 one remittance, DLL 8.50 
Two new subscribers, ^ uL 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, 2 > © = = = 10.00 
remittance, -~ = = © 52 = = 500 , ; 


p^ Fill out the accompanying Subscription 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we taink that further good can be done by letting people 
read THE TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 
following offer: z 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


We feel confident that everyone who reads THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
at the rates given. . 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us à six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /ree, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. 

This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, With its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


ens 7:1 


Che Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayetie Place, New York. . 
. Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for sumo VORP 
fuclosed find $in payment of the same. 


— ÀÀ———Á——— — = = = 
POST OFFICE, [Box 81. & No., iF ANv.] & STATE. 
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28 Lafayette Place, New York ' ™ kw 


-THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


' and express money orders payable to E. M. MAQDONALD, 


‘an end is to forbid the end, so to deny the expres- 
; gion of thought is to forbid thought in effect, if not 
<in terms. Practically, there is no difference between 
- prohibiting thought and the expression of thought, 


. thoughis is because they hav no means of cognizing 


better word to express our demand that men shall 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 22. No. 12. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. j N New York, Saturday, March 23, 1895. Tas LAFAYETTE PL. : $3. oo Per Year. 


in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-four, the Grand Jurors of the United States of 
America, duly impaneled, sworn and charged to inquire 
of offenses committed within the Fírst Division of the 
District of Kansas, upon their oaths do find and present, 
that J. B. Wise (whose more full Christian name is to the 
Grand Jarors aforesaid unknown), late of the First Di- ` 
vision of the District of Kansas aforesaid, on or about 
the 26th day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, at the first Di- 
vision of the District of Kansas aforesaid, and within the 
jurisdiction of this Court, unlawfully and knowingly & 
certain obscene and indecent postal card did deposit, and 
cause to be deposited for mailing, and delivery to Rev- 
erend H, B. Vennum, at Industry, Olay County, Kansas, 
on the back of which said postal card was written the 
words: ‘Ray. H. B. Vennum, Industry, Olay Oo., Kan.,’ 


be free to investigate in all departments of human 
activity and knowledge than this, Freethought, and 
no more appropriate name for the friend of mental 
liberty than this, Freethinker. When it is said 
that “ occasionally” the freedom of expression is 
denied, we are forced to add that not one adult 
person in each one hundred in Ohristian lands feels 
free to express himself or herself on all subjects, for 
law or church or custom or Mrs. Grundy stands 
ready to crush out new or unconventional opinions. 
And; of course, its expression being thus forbidden, 
thought is not free, cannot be free. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Maoponanp, - - - + - Editor and Manager. 
38 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORE: 


SATURDAY, - os - = MAROH 28, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Bingle subsoription, in advanoe............. coe eee eo.. cm rend. 00 
One subsoription two years, in advanoe.......... eee eee eeen 5 00 
Two new subsoribers.............cce ee eee eerie eem hrec o $5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, iz inoneremittance. 9 00 


The Approaching Trial of J. B. Wise. 


One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


(FT i Asks EE E M HINLAP MA MEG. RM oo| The case of J. B. Wise, accused of 'a violation of | which said obscene and indecent postal card was by the 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- re the United States statutes against the transmission | said J. B. Wise knowingly deposited and caused to be 
One subecciclicg wilt tous nw. NNUS che Somit. of obscene and indecent literature in the mails, was | deposited in the post-offise of the United States at Olay 


Center, Kansas, within said First Division of the District 
of Kansas, to be conveyed by mail, and by the use of 
said post-office and its officers to said Raverend H. B. 
Vennum, at Industry, Clay Ovunty, Kansas, and upon 
which said obscene and indecent postal card are the fol- 
lowing obscene and indecent words, writing, and figures 
towit: * ° - He, thesaid J. B. Wise, then'and there well 
knowing that said obscene and indecent postal card was 
non-mailable matter, Contrary to the form of the statute 
in such case made and provided and against the peace 
and dignity of the United States of America. 
** Monats Ontaarrr. 
“Assistant United States Attorney. 

* United States of America, District of ‘Kansas, ss.. 

**T, Geo. F. Sharitt, Olerk of the District Court of the 
United States of America for the District of Kansas, do 
hereby certify the foregoing to be a full, true, and per- 
fect copy of the indictment in case of The United States 
vs. J. B. Wise. No. 3197.in said Court. ~. 

“In testimony whereof, I hav hereunto set my hand 
and affixed the seal of said Court, at my office in Topeka, 
in said District of Kansas, this 8th day of March A.D. 
1895. Gro. F. Saart, Olerk.” 

In this connection it must be said that the Fund 
for the defense of Mr. Wise is many times less than 
the amount of expenses. of the preliminary proceed- 
ings and trial, and we are compelled to again urge 
upon the Freethinkers of the country the necessity 
of joining in the defense of citizens’ right to quote 
from the Bible at their discretion when criticising 
it or instituting comparisons between it and other 
literature. We hav equal rights with Bible wor- 
shipers and must, if need be, fight with all legiti- 
mate weapons at our command for the undisturbed 
enjoyment of those rights. The mails must be 
freed from the existing censorship and the adjudi- 
cation of wrongs be remanded to courts in the 
vicinage of the offender or alleged offender. The 
federal government has no call to inquire into the 
ethical or religious character of the matter which it 
is paid to carry from point to point. Mr. Wise has 
done no wrong, and we but defend ourselys when 
we aid him to vindicate his innocence. 


tanoe.. Poss, 10 60 
‘Any number over “five at ‘the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. ; 


adjourned to the April term of the federal court 

The time is almost here when an American citizen 
is to be put in jeopardy of his liberty for the exer- 
eise of his right to do what all Ohristians claim the 
right to do, that is, assist in the circulation of the 
* word of God." Tt is astonishing that the ponder- 
ous machinery of the national courts should be set 
in operation -to crush a man whose only offense is 
that he faithfully transcribed a passage from the 
book which is declared to be from the hand of God 
and necessary to the salvation of the souls of all 
people, and mailed that transcription to an official 
expounder of that book. It is an outrage that any 
man should be punished by the agencies that are 
established ostensibly for the protection of the in- 
nocent because he has ventured to ask a minister to 
explain the presence in the alleged divine moral 
guide of a passage which he deems inconsistent with 
the claims made for that guide. This is the exact 
measure of the “crime ” charged against Mr. J. B. 
Wise, of Olay Oenter, Kansas. There is no one 
who can hav the hardihood to assert that the mail 
bags or the postal cars were damaged by the pres- 
ence therein of a text quoted from the Bible; it 
would be preposterous to asseverate that the clerks 
on the ¢ars or those in the receiving and distribut- 
ing post-offices were harmed by the passage through 
their hands of the card written . by the one-armed 
Freethinker of Olay county, while it would be the 
hight of absurdity to assume that the “ minister of 
God” was injured by having his attention called to 
the fact that the * word of God,” to the exposition 
of which his life is devoted, contains a certain text. 
That portion of the scriptures must hav been per- 
fectly familiar to Rev. Mr. Vennum years before he 
got into that discussion with Mr. Wise; no doubt 
he had read it hundredsof times. As legal punish- 
ments are inflicted to protect individuals from in- 
jury in their property and persons, and as it is 
perfectly clear that the act for which Mr. Wise is 
arraigned could not possibly hav injured any man, 
woman, or child, it is indubitable that the prosecu- 
tion of him is simply persecution, for which, of 
course, there is the excuse of bigotry and i ignorauce 
only. 

Below we reprint the indictment found against 
Mr. Wise by the federal grand jury last April. We 
omit the text of Isaiah xxxvi, 12, because, as the 
attack upon Mr. Wise shows, freedom of speech 
and press is not yet safe in this country : 

t“ The United States of America, District of Kansas, se. 

**In the District Court of the said United States, in 
and for the First Division of the said District, April 
Term, 1894. l 

“The United States of America vs. J. B. Wise, In- 
dictment for Violation of Section 3893, Revised Statutes 
of the United States. 

“at the Term of the District Court of the United 
States of America, in and for the First Division of said 
District of Kansas, begun and held at Topeka, in the 
First Division of said District, on the ninth day of April, 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
posta; order, araje on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, oheoks, post-oftce 


98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTXCE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name Aud address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


A large number of. Liberals hav taken advantage 
of our combination offer of Tue Terors SEEKER for 
one year and Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” for $6.50, and we are confident that 
thousands more would do so within the course of 
the coming year if they only realized how much 
there is in that offer for the money. You get in 
Tar Trurx SEEKER a volume of 832 big pages and 
104 of Heston’s taking cartoons, and in the Secular 
Pilgrim’s book you get 874 octavo pages, and 141 
full-page portraits of the leaders of humanity, dead 
and living. Take another look at pages 178 and 189. 


Free Thought and Free Expression. 


An English paper observes that “‘Freethinker’ 
is a redundancy. Al? thought is free; what is, oc- 
casionally, not free is the expression of a thought 
which impugns or endangers authority.” This is 
illogical and misleading. As to deny the means to 


The only reason despots do not make their repressiv 
laws in terms operativ against heretical or rebellious 


—— — $$ 


Mr. Gladstone on “The Lord's Day.” 

In MeCiure's Magazine for March we find an 
article from the pen of William E. Gladstone on 
“ The Lord's Day." It is not openly a plea for a 
legally enforced observance of the first day of the 
week, but we surmise that the argument is intended 
to strengthen the hands of the compulsory Sabba- 
tarians, by demonstrating that Jesus and the early 
church, in substituting Sunday for Saturday, did 
not violate the fundamental principle underlying 
the Sabbatic idea; that, rather, the change was in 
complete harmony with that principle, and was 
manifestly in God’s thought when he instituted the 
“original” Sabbath. Of course Mr. Gladstone 
does not distinctly say all this—the essay would 
not be Gladstonian if he did—but the conclusions 
| we hav drawn are fairly inferable from what he does 
say. 

Ms Gladstone's contribution is of no value what- 


thoughts save through the expression thereof. 
They reach the results at which they aim by pre- 
venting free expression. Thought is no longer free 
when its instrument, expression, is in chains. The 
long-continued disuse of an organ inevitably weak. 
ens the working capacity of that organ. Use 
‘brightens, quickens, and sharpens the brain, and 
‘augments its power; that is, freedom of expres- 
‘sion stimulates the mental faculties, increases 
their range, givs them greater liberty because 
greater strength. The nation whose people. are 
denied the liberty to say what they wish to say 
gradually but surely deteriorates mentally, and free- 
dom of thought becomes merely a figure of speech. 
If it were possible to at all times prevent the ex- 
pression of thought the brain, the organ of thought, 
would become atrophied and we should return to 
the simian. The freedom of thought is in direct: 
ratio to the freedom of expression. There is no 
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ever to anyone who has made a careful study of 
the Sabbath question. He utterly ignores all that 
relates to the natural origin of the week and of 
Sabbaths; except for his quotations from Cruden 
and the Latin of St. Augustin his performance 
could be. duplicated by any itinerant minister who 
can write fair English. One gets no hint from his 
labored disquisition of the lunar origin of the week ; 
no hint of the fact that any people but the Israel- 
ites had a Sabbath; no hint that the week has been 
of various lengths in different countries and that the 
Sabbath has fallen on different days; no hint that 
the Jewish Sabbath was at first a moon festival, 
and that the Israelites in all probability borrowed 
both their week and their Sabbath from the Baby- 
lonian Assyrians during the captivity, and no hint 
that we received our week and our Sabbath from 
the same source through Egypt and Rome. He 
calmly assumes the truth of the story of the crea- 
tion, the fall of man, and the sacrifice and resurrec- 
tion of a third part of the godhead. In brief, he 
has learned nothing from the records of travel and 
research among primitiv and savage peoples, noth- 
ing from science, nothing from the studies of the 
philologists and the Biblical critics, nothing from 
the revelations of the modern historians who hav 
sifted the ancient chronicles, separating the grains 
of not inherently improbable narrativ from the chaff 
of myth and miracle. Is it to be wondered at that 
his article is barren of rich thought and fertilizing 
suggestion? 

The ex-Premier of England observes that many 
of the defenders of the Sabbath—or of the “ Lord's 
Day,” as he prefers to designate it—* put wholly 
out of view the revealed sanction and the properly 
Ohristian motiv," while he is sorry that * very many 
of those defenders whose motiv and profession are 
not secular, but distinctly religious, are singularly 
ill-equipped with consistent or perspicuous ideas of 
the subject.” We regret that if these latter care- 
fully peruse Mr. Gladstone’s article they will be 
foggier in their ideas than they were before. He 
also observes that they do not liv up to their pro- 
fessions, for they devote a great portion of the 
sacred day, “if not to secular occupations and 
amusements, yet to secular thought and conversa- 
tion.” It is not charged that this is done * with 
deliberate or conscious insincerity ; yet we must all 
feel when the margin between profession and prac- 
lice has become, and is allowed to remain, enor- 
mous, real insncerity lies perilously near." This 
is one of the inevitable results of the attempt to 
force others to do an unnatural act which we feel 
no imperativ inner prompting to do ourselvs. As 
to the secular reasons for Sunday observance, Mr. 
Gladstone thinks favorably of the “rest” notion, 
and remarks that it has probably “greatly helped 
the continuance of Sabbath legislation,” has, in fact, 
contributed to the increase of its stringency. He 
is of the opinion that the most devout believers in 
the * Ohristian character and obligation of the day,” 
may “thankfully avail themselvs of the aid derived 
from alliance with this secondary but salutary sen- 
timent." Or, in other and plainer words, the delu- 
sion that Sunday laws are needed to secure the 
secondary and minor good of rest may be gratefully 
utilized to secure the primary and major good of 
increased church attendance. The laborer is to be 
fooled into permitting himself to be used as a cat's- 
paw to pull Theology's hot chestnuts out of the fire 
—chestnuts in a double sense. 

We are informed that, in England at least, there 
is not, in the general mind, any conception, * at 
once accurate and clear, of the religious ground on 
which we are to observe the Sunday.” We sincerely 
pity the believer who reads this attempt of Mr. 
Gladstone to clarify the hazy conceptions of his 
countrymen and other Sabbatarians. “ Hazy” is 
Mr. Gladstone’s own word; he says that there is “a 
hazy, but still practical and by no means super- 
ficial, impression that in some way or other it [Sun- 

day observance] has to do with the original com- 
mand delivered through Moses.” Which means 
that men may be fined and imprisoned for disre- 
gard of Sunday laws that a part of the religious 
portion of the community hav an impression, hazy 
at that, are in some occult way connected with a 


statute said to hav been given by a god for the 
governance of some ancient tribes on an entirely 
different day. Into this old statute two important 
changes hav been imported, says Mr. Gladstone; its 
form has been altered by the transference of the 
commandmént from the seventh to the first day of 
the week, and to its spirit has been imparted a 
* positiv and affirmativ, in addition to its originally 
negativ and prohibitory, sense.” It is admitted 
that the old signification has been relaxed, although 
the church and the state of England hav kept it in 
full view, *but the ascent that the fourth com- 
mandment of the Decalog has made [think of the 


| “ascent” of the omnipotent god's infallible edicts !] 


and the development and expansion that it has re- 
ceived under the Christian dispensation hav not so 
prominently been put forward." Hence it is con- 
cluded that the Christian world has but imperfectly 
grasped what is meant by observance of Sunday. 
Mr. Gladstone cautiously suggests that there may 
hav been “a concurring cause for this in the indis- 
position of many minds, after the crisis of the 
Reformation, to recognize any action of the church 
apart from scripture.” This is merely an indirect 
way of saying that Protestants were averse to ac- 
cepting a holy day on the authority of the Oatholic 
church. “It is difficult, in a tranquil survey of the 
whole case, to exclude from it some admission of 
such action,” that is, some admission that Sunday 
was selected by the Oatholic church in place of Sat- 
urday on its own authority alone. However, our 
apologist, evidently satisfied in his own mind that 
if the Christian world is to hav any Sabbath it must 
make a virtue of necessity and take that of Rome, 
says that the change “has been in obvious further- 
ance of the mind of the Bible,” and that it may be 
regarded “as expressing the harmonious co-opera- 
tion of the entire Christian community.” 

Mr. Gladstone frankly concedes that there is no 
positiv or direct precept of the Bible which author- 
izes the substitution of Sunday for Saturday, and 
that “the Biblical record of facts” upon which he 
relies for proof of the validity of the transfer is 
* all supplied by St. John.” What are the “facts” 
thus recorded by this one gospel, and it, admittedly, 
the latest? It is alleged that it was the custom of 
the Apostles to meet for worship on “the Lord’s 
Day,” that is, Sunday. How inadequate this evi- 
dence of John is to establish the contention that 
the Apostles meant to make Sunday the Sabbath of 
the “New Dispensation” any one who will take the 
trouble to read Mr. Remsburg’s “Sabbath Break- 
ing” will st once perceive. It was not until near 


‘the beginning of the third century that Sunday 


‘was called the * Lord's Day." Mr. Gladstone says 
that “the Christian community took it upon itself 
to alter the form of the Jewish ordinance, but this 
was with a view of giving larger effect to its spirit- 
ual purpose.” This is nonsense, and is contradicted 
by all the ascertainable facts. Constantine ordered 
the observance of Sunday because he could easily 
adapt the pagan festival to Ohristian uses, but 
would hay found it extremely difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to compel the Roman converts to adopt the 
Jewish Sabbath. The “Christian community ” of 
which Mr. Gladstone speaks was not the Christian 
community that actually made the change, ‘as he 
should well know. And, unless he is prepared to 
concede that the Catholic church is indeed the only 
church founded by Jesus, the son, and by him com- 
missioned to execute his commands, where did the 
* Ohristian community” get the authority to alter 
the edict of God, the father? Mr. Gladstone un- 


doubtedly saw the d lemma that he was in, for, after 


he had quoted some very inconclusiv passages from 
John to bolster up his trembling column of argu- 
ment, he was forced to admit that, after all, the 
aggregate of evidence he had adduced was “ not 
literally homogeneous,” but he tried to comfort 
himself and assure his readers with the dogged as- 
sertion that it was conclusiv. To show the extreme 
weightiness of the reasoning of the “Grand Old 
Man" we gubjoin this passage: 

**'The seventh day had been ordained as the most sp- 
propriate, according to the Decalogue, for commemorat- 
ing the old creation. The advent of our Lord introduced 


to us a chain of events, by which alone the benefits of the 
creation were secured to us, together with the yet higher. 


benefits of thenew. The series of these events culminated 
in the resurrection. With the resurrection began for 
the savior himself a rest from all that was painful in the ` 
processs of redemption, as on the seventh day there had 
begun a rest from the constructiv labors that had brought 
the visible world into existence and maturity." 


Every assertion in the above is either the repeti- 
tion of or a deduction from an utterly unprovable 
myth-story. Mr. Gladstone has introduced as evi- 
dence the identical tales which are themselvs in dis- 
pute. The entire argument is therefore utterly 
valueless. lt should be noted in passing that he 
has ignored the reason given in Deuteronomy for 
the establishment of the Sabbath, viz., that it was. 
in commemoration of the return of the Jews from 
captivity. It might also be pertinent to ask the 
parliamentary leader if he thinks that there is 
nothing painful to Jesus in that part of the “ pro- 
cess of redemption” which he is now undergoing, 
according to the legend, as he sits at the right 
hand of God and intercedes for the sons of men, 
realizing, as he must every instant, that only the 
smallest minority of the human race are to be saved 
by his sacrifice, while the great majority must suffer 
the agonies of the damned forever? Would this 
lamentable failure of his mission bring no pain to 
the heart of the being whom Mr. Gladstone wor- 
ships as the incarnation of mercy and love ? 

We commend to the attention of W. E. Glad- 
stone, the devout Christian, this summing-up of the 
Saturday-Sunday question, made by Rev. J. N. 
Waggoner : 

**1, There is no divine command for Sunday observ- 
ance. 2, There is not the least hint of a Sunday institu- 
tiov. 3. Christ never changed God's Sabbath to Sunday. 
4. He never observed Sunday as the Sabbath. 5, The 
apostles never kept Sunday for the Sabbath. 6. There 
is no prophecy that Sunday would ever take the place of 
the Sabbath. 7. Neither God, Christ, angels, nor in- 


spired men hav ever said one word in favor of Sunday as 
a holy day.” 


Sabbatarianism Rampant. 


It is indisputable that the advocates of restrictiv 
Sabbath legislation are engaged in a concerted 
movement all over the country to enforce the pres- 
ent Sabbath laws and secure the enactment of new 
and more sweeping and severe statutes. We hav 
from week to week called attention to the encroach- 
ments of the clerical party, but the aggressions 
continue to increase so rapidly that we are forced 
to omit proper mention of many of which the Free- 
thinkers of the United States should be informed. 
Here is a bill introduced in the Minnesota legisla- 
ture by Senator Theden : 

“A Bill for an Act to Prohibit Pablic Shows or Erhi- 
bitions on the Sabbath Day, and Defining and Fix- 
ing the Penalty thereof. 

*SrorroN 1. Whoever, on the first day of the week, 
commonly called Sunday, participates in or exhibits to 
the publie, with or withont charge for admission, in any 
building, room, ground, garden, or other place in this 
state, any theatrical or dramatic performance ^f any kind 
or description, or any equestrian or circus performance 
of jugglers, acrobats, rope-dancing, sparring exhibitions, 
variety shows, or negro minstrelsy, living statuary, bal- 
looning or any baseball playing, or other games of sim- 
iliar kind or kinds, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
be punished by a flne in a sum not exceeding one hundred 
dollars nor less than fifty dollars, or by confinement in a 
county jail for a period not less than twenty days nor ex- 
ceeding sixty days.” s 

À correspondent of the American Sentinel, com- 
menting on this bill, asks, * Why such a bill? Evi- 
dently, the people ought to go to church, but they 
will not; so in order that they may be persuaded! 
to go, remove all temptation. But when it is found 
that they will not then go to church, secure a law 
compelling them to go! This is but the logical 
result of the first step." That is no doubt the ex- 
act statement of the case, from the view point of 
the Sabbatarian, and we may expect the last step to 
be essayed when the preceding ones fail to accom- 
plish their purpose, that is, the filling of the 
churches. l 

In our issue of March 9th we told of the convic- 
tion of H. Stratmann, of Louisville, for violation of 
the Sunday law of Kentucky. This conviction has 
greatly encouraged the proscriptivs. Heretofore 
the Sabbath statutes of that state hav been re- 
garded as inoperativ, and the people of Louisville 
supposed that Judge Thompson would at once dis- 
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; miss the complaint against Stratmann. But the 
. decision he gave in the case stirred the ministers to 
fever heat, and they determined to make the most 
possible of the unexpected turn in favor of their 
monopolistic scheme. The topic was one of almost 
universal conversation, and the city officials were 
constrained by the logic of the situation to attempt 
to enforce the revived blue law. The matter waa laid 
before the “ Board of Safety," and general enforce- 
ment was ordered. The police were told not to 
make any arrests, but to take evidence for future 
use. On Monday morning there were no less than; 
2,500 cases ready for action. It was decided to 
select from these representativ bakeries, saloons, 
groceries, and other kinds of business, and so test 
the law. One minister declared: “As long as we 
can get such righteous decisions as the one handed 
down by Judge Thompson, things are not altogether 
bad.” Another said: “Judge Thompson is a fine 
type of a Christian on the bench.” A call for a 
mass meeting was issued by the Kentucky Sabbath 
Association, and in the call the “ civil Sabbath ” 
romance was revamped for the purpose of fooling 
gullible people. “This meeting is called by an as- 
sociation that operates from a purely civil stand- 
point (what an abominable lie!] striving to main- 
tain the weekly day of rest as a purely civil institu- 
tion, which is a necessity for man and beast.” How 
“civil” the meeting was may be judged from the 
fact that of the three hundred persons present 
more than half were ministers and theological stu- 
dents. All the ministers but one who spoke were 
Baptists. What would that sturdy defender of lib- 
erty, Roger Williams, hav thought of his degenerate 
religious sons could he hav listened to their intem- 
perate clamor for the persecution of dissenters? 
Here are two of the benevolent resolutions adopted: 

** Resolved, That we call upon our Officials to see that 
the Sunday laws are kindly but firmly enforced, and that 
we will heartily support them in doing their duty. 

** Resolved, That since nobody is compelled to liv in 
this state, those persons who do not like our laws should 
either gracefully submit to them, or else move else- 
where, where they can find laws to suit their tastes." 

Think of “kindly " enforcing religious dogmas ! 
How * kind" the Inquisitors were too, to be sure! 
The cant of the persecutor is essentially the same 
in all ages. And if you do not like his rule you can 
` get off the earth! If your conscience is obdurate 

all you hav to do is to “educate it by the laws of 
the state;" that is, by the unconstitutional and in- 
vasiv statutes he has cajoled or intimidated the 
legislature into enacting. As a minister said at 
this meeting, “if men don't propose to do as the 
law (the priests’ law] says, we (the said priests] 
hav the liberty to force them." And not only the 
liberty but the power, so long as the American 
people are too sleepy or cowardly to assert their 
rights. 

At Springdale, Árk., not long ago, two Seventh 
Day Adventist elders were arrested for Sunday 
work; one for painting his church. What a “ dis- 

. turbance ” such noisy work must hav caused! How 
he must hav wakened the echoes in the Ozark foot 
hills! The other elder had outraged Arkansas piety 
by doing some carpenter work, out of charity, for & 
destitute widow. The unprincipled villain! He 
should hav been at church, making shingles for his 
mansion in the New Jerusalem. Both the men 
were convicted, and imprisoned as common felons. 

Two or three weeks ago a man named Green, at 
Wilmington, Del., desiring to go to church, and not 
‘wishing to appear in the “house of God” with an 
unshaven ehin, stepped into a barber shop and was 
there made presentable. For his part in the trans- 
action the unfortunate barber was presented at 
court and fined four dollars and costs. No doubt 
the preacher in the church which Mr. Green at- 
tended applauded the magistrate who punished 
the barber for being instrumental in increasing his 
congregation on that Sunday. 

Judge Barker, of Johnstown, Pa., is rigidly en- 
forcing the Sunday closing law in Cambria county. 
Enthusiastic Sabbath law conveations hav recently 
been held in Newville and Apollo, Pa. The large 
audiences were unanimously against any modifica- 
tion of the Sabbath law of 1794.. The New Castle 
convention appointed a committee to prepare a 
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plan for the establishment of a National Reform 
(God-in-the- Constitution) bureau in Washington. 

The National Reform convention in Boston on 
Feb. 19 and 20 was largely attended and culminated 
in the formation of a New England auxiliary. The 
Christian amendment to the Constitution, state and 
national Sabbath laws, and the control of education 
and marriage by the church were the chief “ re- 
forms ” advocated. 

A mass Sabbath meeting was held in the Musie 
Hall, Boston, on March 10. It was under the aus- 
pices of the Massachusetts Sunday Protectiv League 
and the Evangelistic Association of -New England. 
Of course the latter was interested in a “civil” 
Sabbath only! Rev. Dr. M. D. Kneeland, secretary 
of the League, claimed that to the efforts of that 
association was due the Sunday closing of the 
World's Fair. The League had likewise done ex- 
cellent service in the abolition of Sunday excursion 
trains at Boston. Yes, it is such a glorious service 
to humanity to shut the poor people of a great city 
up in their narrow homes on their only days of 
leisure. What a wicked defiance of God it would 
be for them to go out to the sea shore on the hot 
summer Sundays or to the restful shades of the 
Lynn Great Woods! The Priest is the enemy of 
mankind, the untiring promoter of the worst kind 
of immorality—the violation of the laws of physical 
health—the cruel torturer of the people. Of course 
Secretary Kneeland was bitter in his denunciations 
of the regular Sunday train, of the Sunday news- 
paper, and the Sunday evening concert. They all 
interfere with the business of the church. Natu- 
rally Rev. Dr. Ezra H. Byington easily disposed of 
the objections that the suppression of the Sunday 
theater would be a return to the blue laws and that 
it would be an interference with local self-govern- 
ment. You can dispose of anything if there is no 
one to oppose you. 


Governor Greenhalge was one of the star speak- 


ers at this Sabbath meeting. He was very confused 
in his ideas and in his language, but managed to 
show that he was sensible of the fact that in com- 
ing to the city on a Sunday train he had brought 
himself into conflict with the extreme demands of 
the clerical managers of the Sabbatarian movement. 
But he was politician and bigot enough to utter, 
among other precious bits of wisdom, these two: 


“ Massachusetts, kneeling upon the desolate sea shore 
two and a half centuries ago, heard the thunder of this 
Sabbath law from Sinai, and wrote it into her statute 
book. There it is to-day, and, I prophesy, there it will 
remain forever.” 

** We talk about the separation of church and state, or, 
as I gay, state and church; but, after all, the separation 
is only a legal one. [He means only a legal fiction, as his 
further remarks show.] For speaking in the name and 
on behalf of the commonwealth, I say that that great 
commonwealth comprehends as its most precious jewels 
every living church of Ohrist. So, my friends, this is a 
Christian commonwealth. It was held long ago that 
Christianity was a part of the common law, and it has 
been from the beginning, and will ever be 8 part of the 
government of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.” 


Poor old Massachusetts, with what a governor 
she is afflicted! By the way, is there a newspaper 
in the state that dares rebuke him for his officiai 
recognition of the theocratic principle? Is there a 
newspaper editor in the state who understands and 
has the courage to tell the truth about the relations 
of church and state? 


The Leader, of Superior, Wis., will this week be 
the target of the Freethought Letter- Writing Corps. 
It reported a local controversy as to whether the 
word God is in the United States Constitution, 
whereupon a correspondent at Oakland, Cal, writ- 
ing over the initial * T". refers the editor to the 
Trinity church case, Supreme Court reports, Vol. 
143, page 457, showing that the highest tribunal in 
the country has asserted that this is a Christian na- 
tion. The Zeader thinks that if we are a Christian 
nation we should show conclusivly that we are not 
a spurious brand. It is for the Corps to tell how 
that oditer dictum of the court came to be rendered 
and to point out, briefly, the salient features of the 
theocratic movement. The matter is fully set forth 
and discussed by Judge Waite and Rev. A. T. 
Jones in their addregses at the last Freethought 


Congress, and published in the pamphlet “ Federa- 


tion and Union,” by the Freethought Federation 
of America. 
readily think of some particularly good argu- 
ment to present in refutation of the claim that 
“This is a Christian nation.” 
for enrollment in the Corps. 
member that we want the earliest possible report 
from the legislatures when any bill affecting the 
Demands of Liberalism is introduced. Do not wait 
until the obnoxious Sunday measure is adopted or 
the bill for the taxation of church property is de- 
feated. Then it is too late for us to help. 


Hach of the members will, no doubt, 


Send in your names 
And also, please, re- 


——"?vV¥#>>?>?>?— 


On a preceding page of this issue will be found 


the indictment of Mr. Wise, with the exception of 
the offending words from Isaiah xxxvi, 12, which 
we omit because there is no sense in having two 
trials on our hands at the same time. 
appeal accompanying it was written we hav received 
word through Attorney Bierck that ‘the trial is set 
for about April 15, or as near thereto as suits the 
convenience of the court and prosecution. 
time is short, and we ask the friends of free speech 
and equal rights to come to the aid of Mr. Wise 


Since the 


The 


speedily. The funds so far contributed are scant 
of the amount necessary to pay the expenses of the 
trial, and if it should be necessary to appeal the 
case a great deal more will be required. There is 
no use in letting a Freethinker go to jail for doing 
what the Christians do every day with impunity— 
indeed, they boast of the number of Bibles they 
circulate throughout the country. By this prose- 
cution they hav condemned their own book, but it 
remains for us Freethinkers to rescue from their 
clutches the victim they would sacrifice in doing so. 
We hope to hav prompt and generous response to 
this appeal for aid for Mr. Wise. 


We are very much gratified to learn from the 
Freethinker that Mr. G. W. Foote, president of the 
National Secular Society, and Mr. R. O. Smith, 
lessee of the premises on which the London Hall 
of Science is built, hav won their suit for libel 
against certain Christians who made themselvs re- 
sponsible for an atrocious attack upon the manage- 
ment of the Hall of Science and the exercises con- 
ducted there. Damages to the amount of $150 
were adjudged to the plaintiffs and the costs as- 
sessed against the defendants, making a total of 
about $750 which the good Christians will pay for 
the luxury of answering Freethought arguments 
with the worst kind of falsehoods. 


During the past week we hav received 50 cents 
from H. Wilbur, $1.from E. Carpenter, and $2 from 
F. Larrabee for the Free Sunday Fund. To help 
Mr. Fleckten in his fight against the Bible in the 
schools in Minnesota we acknowledge the receipt 
of 50 cents from L. Schlegel and $1 from G. R. 
Henderson. As will be seen, there is apparently 
no end to the Sabbatarian aggressions that call for 
vigilant guarding against by the Freethinkers of 
the country. The need for large quantities of en- 
lightening literature was never more urgent than 
at present. 

in ee 
The American Sentinel Says: 
** Robert G. Ingersoll declares that he believes it his 


conscientious duty to lecture against it [the Bible] for 
the gate receipts minus the expenses.” 


Unless our Advent contemporary desires to suffer 
under the imputation of saying the thing that is 
not so, it will point out the chapter and verse where, 
Colonel Ingersoll said anything of the kind. The 
editor of the Sentinel should not read John so 
much. It has a demoralizing influence on the 
mind. 


Among the items in an appropriation bill recently 
introduced in the legislature of Maine, were these 
For priest’s salary, $200; for the Women's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, $1,000, and $3,000 for the 
Sisters of Charity in Lewiston. 


A recent court decision in England givs a man a 
right to sue the preacher when he make’s the man's 
wife go to church instead of staying at home and 
cooking his dinner. 2 
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The Cause in Oregon. 

The Oregon legislature has adjourned. 
measure for the taxation of church property was 
defeated, killed in the House Committee; and when 
Hon. Clarence Cole, of Multnomah county, offered 
it as an amendment to the Burke bill, which was a 
bill providing for the assessment and collection of 
taxes, it was defeated again. 

The Burke bill, exempted the church edifice and 
the ground on which it stands, and the slips and 
pews. It passed the House and was killed in the 
Senate. 

The Legislativ Committee of the Oregon State 
Secular Union, consisting of Mrs. A. E. Barker, 
Hon. Lee Laughlin, and myself, worked just as long 
as there was any possibility of success, and it might 
not be uninteresting to you to know something of 
that work. We found no difficulty in getting a 
hearing before the Senate Committee on Assess- 
ment and Taxation quite early in the session. C. 
H. Woodard, of Multnomah county, was chairman 
of this committee, the other members being N. L. 
Butler. of Polk; W. H. Hobson, of Marion; A. R. 
Price, Umatilla, and W. W. Steiwer. Gilliam county. 
It is with pleasure that we say to the Secularists of 
Oregon that all these men were very courteous, par- 
ticularly the chairman, and placed us under obliga- 
tions for help in our work. Mr. Woodard expressed 
himself in favor of the taxation of all church prop- 
erty; Messrs. Hobson and Steiwer did not express 
themselvs; Mr. Butler was in favor of taxing all 
but „the schools (denominational), while the subject 
was,one of which Mr. Price had never thought. 

We found the House Committee, however, quite 
different. J. M. Long, of Multnomah, was chair- 
man; W. E. Burke and Virgil Conn, of Multnomah; 
J. E. David, of Gilliam, and O. L. Patterson, of 
Grant county, being the other members. 

There was no courtesy shown us by this commit- 
tee as there was by the Senate Committee. Chair- 
man Long was evidently ‘inspired " by the spirit of 
old St. Paul. for he treated us as though we were 
very presumptuous to want to take up the time of 
this honorable-committee for such a cause as we 
represented. It was entirely unnecessary for Mr. 
Long to tell us that he is a Christian. 

There were but three members present the even- 
ing appointed for the presentation of our argument 
before this committee, and a few minutes after our 
cold reception, the chairman announced that we 
might as well begin; that the other two members, 
Messrs. Burke and Patterson, would not be present; 
that they were going to devote the evening to pleas- 
ure. When the chairman had delivered this little 
speech, I said to him: “ Mr. Chairman, it seems to 
me that this is treating an organization represent 
ing thousands of people with a great deal of disre- 
spect.” “Oh, no, Mrs. Smith,” said Mr. Long, “I 
do not think they wanted to show any disrespect ; 
perhaps they thought the matter of not much im- 
portance.” I then said, “It.is of so much importance 
. that, if you will giv us any encouragement at all. 

we will not present our argument this evening, but 
wait until some time when the gentlemen are at 
leisure” But he gave us to understand that we 
had best present what we had to say that evening, 
which we did. One member of this committee, Mr. 
David, expressed himself in favor of the taxation of 
all church property. Mr. Patterson told us it was 
a subject on which he would not commit himself ; 
that he had not thought about it, etc. He acted 
like all of those young policy politicians who are so 
afraid that they will injure their political future 
that, for the good of their constituents, they had 
better be retired to private life. 

To giv you an idea of the impudence of this 
Christian chairman, I will relate only one of several 
similar incidents. : During the course of Mrs. Barker’s 
argument, he interrupted her by asking these ques- 
tions: “Do you'believe in a God? Do you believe 
in the divinity of Jesus Christ! Do you believe in 
a future life?" When Mrs. Barker had finished I 
again asked permission to speak, when I took occa- 
sion to inform the committee that the questions 
asked by the chairman were entirely out of place; 
that they had nothing to do with the subject 
in hand; that so far as the subject we were discuss 
ing was concerned, it was nobody’s business whether 
we believed in one god- or a million of them; that 
we were not attacking the rights of the church; 


that we were representing the people when we asked. 


them to use their influence for the repeal of the 
laws which exempt ehureh property from taxation. 
We felt confident, after having had this opportunity 
of testing the mental caliber of part of the commit- 
tee, that the bill would meet exactly the fate it did. 

Let the Secularists of Oregon not forget Hon. 
Clarence Cole, of Portland. He was our friend. 
While there were many of the senators and repre- 
sentativs who expressed themselvs in favor of the 
taxation of church property, I wish at this time to 


Our 


mention particularly Senators W. R. King, of Baker 
county, and S. B. Huston, of Washington county. 
Both are thorough Secularists, and extended us 
` All the the Populist members of 


‘many courtesies. 
the legislature were in favor of our measure. 


Of course you will want to know how the ex- 
penses of the committee were paid. Only seven 
dollars were contributed in response to the appeal 
Mrs. Barker’s circuit 


for funds for this purpose. 


contributed twenty dollars for her expenses. Mr. 


Laughlin paid his own expenses, and generously let 
me hav the seven dollars, to which my circuit at 
This money 
would not hav paid our expenses but for the gen- 
erosity of Mr. and Mrs. B. Forstner, whose guests 
Mrs. Barker and I were during our whole stay at 
Our visit with these kind friends was 
most delightful, and we did indeed appreciate their 
genial hospitality. On behalf of the Oregon State 
Secular Union, I thank them. Mr. Laughlin, though 


Silverton added eight dollars more. 


the capital. 


in poor health, was untiring in his. efforts for the 
measure. Having formerly been a member of the 


legislature, he was personally acquainted with many 
of its members, and we could not hav found a more 
influential Secularist in the state to put on this 


committee than. Mr. Laughlin. His courteous and 
dignified bearing was of itself a power in our favor. 

We tried hard to get before the joint committee 
and the legislature in joint session, but could not. 

We succeeded in having part of our argument 
published in the Oregon Daily Statesman, a copy 
of which was put on the desk of each legislator, 
together with a notice calling their attention to the 
fact that it had been published. 

Though the measure for the taxation of church 
property was defeated, yet we are sure tbat the 
agitation has done much in the way of education. 
Had not the senatorial contest so greatly interfered 
with legislation we would hav had more hope of 
accomplishing our object. 

Secularism in Oregon is no longer in the infant 
stage. Politicians will learn, if they do not already 
know, that we are in the field to stay; and now, if 
the thousands of Secularists in this state will send 
for blanks, and identify themselvs with the Union. 
the work at the next session of the legislature will 
| be easier than it was at this one. When we can 
publish to the world that we are 40,000 strong in 
this state, our Union will indeed be a power. The 
good work will go on. This fight will prepare us 
for the greater battle yet to come. 

Karrg Kream Sumra, 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 
Oregon City, Or., 


The First Honest Translation of Genesis L. 


Philologists and biblical scholars agree that the 
Hebrew word “Elohim” is the plural of * Eloah,” 
signifying god, or the god. In the various versions 
the word Hlohim is erroneously translated “god,” 
but the correct translation would be “ gods,” or the 
gods. As this false translation is common through- 
out the scriptures, it is a matter of the highest im. 
portance that the fallacy should be exposed, as upon 
the notion sought to be conveyed by the common 
word “god” depends the whole character of the 
Christian religion, the Jewish religion, and whatever 
other religions may hav been erected upon the 
false translation of the fourth word in Genesis, the 


‘central idea of all biblical religions. 


In his “Dictionary of the Bible” Dr. William 
Smith, LL.D., of the University of London, says, 
under the head “God”: 

“Throughout the Hebrew scriptures two chief 
names are used forthe one true divine being— Zilo- 
him, commonly translated ‘God’ in our version, 
and Jehovah, translated ‘Lord.’ Elohim is the 
plural of Z/oah (in Arabie Allah), a form which 
Occurs Only in poetry and in a few passages of later 
Hebrew. The plural form of Zlohim has given rise 
to much discussion. The fanciful idea that it re- 
ferred to the trinity of persons in the godhead 
hardly finds now a supporter among scholars.” 

This is orthodox authority, and is sufficient for 
the purposes of this essay, though a great number 
of similar opinions might be adduced. If we now 
translate the Hebrew Hlohim honestly and correctly 
we shall hav the gods in most instances where it 
has been translated “God.” The correct transla- 
tion will then giv a very different idea of theology, 
and it will be immediately seen that polytheism was 
the underlying conception that inspired the book of 
Genesis, upon which all the succeeding books and 
theology are based. In illustration of this new 
rendering I will giv the first chapter of Genesis 
with the honest translation. I will use the “ author- 
ized version.” The Vulgate or Roman version does 
not differ maneh from it in this respect : 


1: In the beginning the gods created the heaven 
and the earth. ' 


2. And the earth was without form, and void ; and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 
spirit [or spirits] of the gods moved npon the face; 
of the waters. 

8. And the gods said, Let there be light; and! 
there was light. 

4. And the gods saw the light, that it was good :: 
and the gods divided the light from the darkness. 

5. And the gods ealled the light day, and the: 
darkness they called night. And the evening and 
the morning was the first day. 

6. And the gods said, Let there be a firmament 
in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters. 

7. And the gods made the firmament, and divided 
the waters which were under the firmament from 
the waters which were above the firmament, and it 
Was 80. 

8. And the gods ealed the firmament heaven. 
And the evening and the morning were the second 
day. 

$. And the gods said, Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, and 
let the dry land appear. And it was so. 

10. And the gods ealled the dry land earth ; and 
the gathering together of the waters called they 
seas; and the gods saw that it was good. ` 

11. And the gods said, Let the earth bring forth 
grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree 
yielding fruit after its kind, whose seed i is in itself, 
upon the earth; and it was so. 

19. And the earth brought forth grass, and the 
herb yielding seed after its kind, the tree yielding 
fruit, whose seed was in itself, after its kind. And 
the gods saw that it was good. : 

13. And the evening and the morning were the 


'third day. 


14 And the gods said, Let there be lights i in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons, 
and for days and years. 

15. And let them be for lights in the firmament 
of the heaven to giv light upon the earth. And it 
WAS 80. 

16. And the gods made two great lights; the 
greater light. to rule the day, and the lesser light to 
rule the night; they made the stars also. 

17. And the gods set them in the firmament of 
the heaven to giv light upon the earth, 

18. And. to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to divide the light from the darkness; and the 
gods saw that it was good. 

19. And the evening and the morning were the 


-fourth day. 


20. And the gods said, Let the waters bring 
forth abundantly the moving creature that hath 
life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the 
open firmament of heaven. 

21. And the gods created great whales, and 
every living creature that movetb, which the waters 
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and 
every winged fowl after his kind ; and the gods saw 
that it was good. 

22. And the gods blessed them, saying, Be frvit- 
ful and multiply, and fill the waters of the seas, and 
let fowl multiply in the earth. 

23. And the evening and the morning were the 
fifth day. 

24. And the gods said, Let the earth bring forth 
the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creep- 
ing things, and beast of the earth after his kind ; 
and it was so. 

25. And the gods made the beast of the earth 
after his kind, and cattle after his kind, and every 
thing that ereepeth upon the earth after his kind; 
and the gods saw that it was good. 

26. And the gods said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness ; and let them hav domin- 
ion over the fish of the sea, and over. the fowl of the . 
air, and over cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. 

27. So the gods created man in their own image, ` 
in the image of the gods created they him; male 
and female created they them. 

28. And the gods blessed them, and the gods 
said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and re- 
plenish the earth, and subdue it; and hav dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth. 

29. And the gods said, Behold, we hav given you 
every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of 
the earth, and every tree in the which is the fruit 
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 

30. And to every beast of the earth, and to every 
fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth 
upon the earth, wherein there is life, we hav given 
every green herb for meat; and it was so. 

81. And the gods saw everything that they had 
made; and behold, it was very good. 
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"This translation removes the mystery and incon- 
sistency that hav always attached to the twenty- 
sixth verse, where a plurality of gods is unquestion- 
ably indicated—male gods and female gods, “let 
us,” “in our image,” “ after our likeness,” “in the 
image of the gods created they him,” “male and 
female created they them.” It is worthy of note 
that * male" and “female” are words not used in 
referring to. the lower creatures, which fact indi- 
cates an intention to emphasize the idea that there 
are male and female gods. |: ; 

Again, this trne rendering of the legend of crea- 
tion plays havoc with the current.theology of the 
Ohristian and so-called civilized nations, and shows 
beyond doubt that what passes for monotheism is 
in fact derived from a polytheistic source, the book 
of Genesis, Moses to the contrary notwithstanding. 
The Bible is full of polytheism, in spite of the 
efforts of ancient and modern priests to establish 
monotheism. In the light of polytheism the scrip- 
fures become more intelligible and easier of com- 
prehension. It is afar more rational theory than 


the one-god notion, which renders the Bible abso- | . 


lutely unmeaning, and which has caused the vast 
amount of division, antagonism, and. warfare that 
makes up the history of biblical religions. 
New Britain, Conn.. Emory Boyp. 
ai 


The Mining Man and His Ruth. 
DEDICATED TO G. E. M. 


Within a Sabbath-school one day - 
I heard a story wherein lay 
Many a moral, clear as day. 
"T was of, forsooth, 
In very truth, ' 
Naomi and her daughter Ruth. 


I went back to my cabin lone, 
And took that honored volume down 
Which as the ** Word of God” is known, 
- And read, forsooth,.. 

: In very truth, 
The story of. the goodly Ruth. 


Upon my couch Í laid me down— 

I was alone, my ‘‘pardner’s” gone— 

And thought deep thoughts of what is known 
About, forsooth, 
In very truth, 

Naomi and the pretty Ruth. 


I wondered then how it would look 
If written in a modern book, 
And if the folks around would brook 
f I, forsooth, : : 
2 In very truth, 
Should be a Boaz to some Ruth. 


But soon my thoughts to facts gave o'er; 
I heard soft steps upon the floor, 
Then at my feet, just as of yore, 
Lay down, forsooth, 
Tn very truth, 
: A woman, like the storied Ruth. 


But instant fear me then o’ercame, ` 
I shrieked: ‘‘ This is some shameless scheme, 
Blackmail, to sully my good name. 
Avaunt, forsooth! 
: * In very truth, 
* I'll be no Boaz to a Ruth!” 
She pleading said: ‘‘ Please do not stir 
Up rows about my presence here; 
At thy fair 'handmaid ' don’t demur; 
x ` I wish, forsooth, . 
In very truth, 
(If thou'lt be Boaz) to be Ruth.” 


I caught the gleam of tender eyes; 
I heard her bosom’s timid sighs; 
Soft pity did in me arise; 
I said, forsooth, 
In very truth, 
“TIl be thy Boaz, be my Ruth.” 
I reached adown my lowly bed, _ 
Where, at my feet, she’s coyly laid, 
` I caught h——our tom cat by the head, 
And ’woke, forsooth! : 
In very truth, 
I was no Boaz; there's no Ruth! 
And there came durn near being a tom cat no more for- 
ever. He has not tried to palm himself off SE Roth 


since. : 
i 


The people who attended the joint debate be- 
tween Samuel P. Putnam and Rabbi Freudenthal 
on Sunday last enjoyed arare treat. The Free- 
thinker, Putnam, is a master of language and a 
clear, logical thinker and reasoner. His sentences 
were each grammatically and rhetorically correct, 
and his ideas were clearly and forcibly expressed. 
Dr. Freudenthal is no less logical and scholarly. 
He handled his subject like a master and is a wor- 
thy opponent of any man. The Jewish people may 
well be proud of their champion. The debate 
began at 2:30 p.m, and lasted till 5 pm. At 8 
-o’clock the contest wasrenewed, and closed at 10:30. 
The Opera House.was crowded from first to last, 
and the interest seemed as intense at the close of 
the debate as at the beginning. The speakers 
seemed to taste “that stern joy which warriors feel 
in foemen worthy of their steel."— Zrinidad (Col.) 
Monitor. 


' The citizen brought a libel suit. against the paper, 


and although the report of the trial which I hav 
before me does not hint that the statement was 
disproved, a verdict was found for the plaintiff and 
he recovered a fortune in damages. Does some 
gentle reader ask “ Why?” Did not the man lock 
up the female and put bloodhounds on guard? It 
is not disputed, by the repcrt, that he did. But 
then, it was proven to the satisfaetion of the jury 
that she was his wife. The blindest and most de- . 
termined earper at marriage as a sacrament must - 
admit that if some priest of religion or law had not 
given the citizen a legal right over the person of 
the woman the newspaper might hav libeled him 
with safety, and he would hav suffered in reputa- 
tion... Even the female, with no legal protector, 
might hav felt that she had reason to complain. __ 

Marriage is a divine and binding institution, and 
it has been such ever since the first expectant groom 
beat the first blushing bride into insensibility with 
a club, and dragged her into his cave by the hair. 


Observations. 
Everybody who reads the papers knows now that 
Mr. George Gould, the son of Jay, has imported a 
foreign count and married his sister to it. George 
is a chip of the old block. When Jay Gould wanted 
a railroad, an election district, or a legislature, he 
bought it. So itis with the son: a nobleman in 
the family being necessary to his social elevation, 
he purchased one. The bargain was of the nature 
of a swap, Mr. Gould tendering the person of his 
sister Anna, and how much to boot only the family 
and its immediate friends are informed, in exchange 
for the title and thesocial advantages. Archbishop 
Corrigan, acting as conveyancer, legalized the barter. 
Since Anna’s paved her brother’s way 
To social hights, and since 
There’s prospect that he’ll be some day 
The uncle of a prince; 
And since she’s wife of Castellane— 
A la française, of course— 
There’s nothing left for her to gain 
But heaven—or divorce. 


The Freethinkers of Oregon celebrated the birth- 
day of Thomas Paine, and some of the orthodox 
people of the same state hanged him in effigy. 
With these specimen products of Liberalism and of 
religion before him, the Rev. Mr. Locke, of Port- 
land, was moved to deliver a sermon on the “Fruits 
of Infidelity.” No pomological expert can censure 
him for the choice lie made, for the fruit of Infidel- 
ity, as illustrated in the present case, is good, being 
nothing less than a display of gratitude for services 
rendered and the paying of honor where honor has 
been long overdue. The fruit of religion, on the 
other hand, ripened under & hundred years of free- 
dom, is the hanging in effigy of the foremost 
of the patriots who provided that freedom a home. 
The one fruit improves under liberty ; the other de- 
cays. The one, grown on the tree planted by Paine, 
it is worth our trouble to pick ; the other, dropping 
rotten from the gallows-tree, is enjoyed by no ani- 
mal that I know of except the religious hog whose 
taste is not sufficiently cultivated to relish humpy 
salmon. 


Grant Allen, a very learned, highly respected, 
widely read, and altogether distinguished fiction 
and essay writer, of England, has just produced a 
story entitled, “The Woman Who Did.” He wrote 
it, he says, for the first time in his life wholly and 
solely to satisfy his own taste and his own con- 
science. It will therefore be seen that this is “a 
novel with a purpose." Qolonel Ingersoll would call 
it medicinal. Incidentally to satisfying his taste and 
conscience, as aforesaid, Mr. Allen has frankly told 
his belief in the doctrin of sexual . freedom; but as 
the history of the world’s martyrs has not sufficient 
glamour about it to allure ambitious persons into 
the pursuit of martyrdom, so our author ‘has not 
served the fruit of his doctrin in a way likely to 
make the practice of the system irresistibly attractiv. 
However, the tragedies of « The Woman Who Did,” 
wherein the heroin does not legally marry, are no 
worse than those of “ The Heavenly Twins,” whose 
characters are reduced to a common denominator 
by the rule laid down in orthodox arithmetic ; so 
that, recking the rede of both, the lesson is that 
whether we marry or not we shall regret it. And 
that is probably true, for the fact is that neither 
marriage nor association in freedom, nor even life 
itself, is on the whole a striking success. But being 
alive we are possessed by a crazy instinct to remain 
so, and a still crazier one to perpetuate the race. 
Out of these lunacies all our troubles rise, and mar- 
riage, free love, prostitution, and continence are 
but outward and visible-signs of an inward and 
inappeasable dissatisfaction. There is little danger 
of our getting too gay in a world like this, where 
whatever is is wrong, and I, for one, am not only 
willing that every individual should choose his own 
way in the pursuit of happiness, but am amused 
when he does so. I can only regret that the chances 
are so many against his finding it. 

«The Woman Who Did” is the story of a girl 
who regards marriage as slavery and rejects it. She 
is of course educated, intellectual, honest, well con- 
nected, beautiful, and pure. She accepts, and also 
returns, the love, so called, of a man similarly 
gifted, situated, and endowed. For a year they liv 
their chaste life, both being disowned by their par- 
ents. Before the first child is born its father dies, 
which necessarily makes the experiment a failure 
on the part of the woman, and still more so on the 
part of the man. The surviving parent builds high 
hopes on the child, who is to be a female messiah 
and regenerate humanity. It proves to be a girl, 
but contrary to expectations she grows up a con- 
servativ and scorns her mother, who dies by her 
own hand in order that the daughter may marry 
respectably. 

All of which is inexpressibly sad, and tragic to an 
unealled-for degree; but Mr. Allen has a purpose, 
which is to show what a brute civilized society is in 
its treatment of those who reject its rules and de- 
cline to practice its vices; for it was- the hand of 
representativ respectability that pushed this woman 
from disaster to catastrophe. He makes his point 
easily, and, intentionally or not, also raises the ques- 
tion whether it is wiser to fight the brute or to fool 
him. 

“The Woman Who Did” is an astonishing piece 
of literature: according to the hysterical reviewers 
its. author's offense is at least equal in gravity to 
that of its heroin. 


I do not doubt that it is of interest to the thou- 
sands who read this Freethought journal, and to 
the hundreds who write for it, to know that emi- 
nent men of science object to the distinction of . 
“scientists.” Huxley long ago rejected it in favor 
of “student of nature,” and others hav followed. 
his example. ‘ Naturalist” is suggested as its suc- 
cessor, and also “philosopher ;” but the first has 
now a definition confined to students of animal life, 
while the second may mean someone who cares 
nothing about physical science—a metaphysician, 
perhaps, who deals with notions instead of sub- 
stances. Philologers, the students of language, tell 
us that “scientist” is a malformation and a freak 
among words. It has no mate and can hav none 
until we call a person who makes a specialty of 
finance a‘‘finantist.” Literary men are satisfied to 
be known as “men of letters,” and they leave to 
those who use words for their own sake the monop- 
oly of imported tongue-twisters like Jlittérateur. 
Some years ago ‘ physicist” gained more or less 
acceptance among readers as a substitute for “ sei- 
entist.” As pronounced—fizzysist—it suggests a 
soda-fountain assistant; but it is misuttered, for 
historically physic is entitled to a final %, the sound 
of which it still retains, and the werd should be 
fizzikist, and its meaning “ove who studies or 
practices medicin.” If not, then the primitiv is 
“physics,” the science of nature, and its votaries 
are physicsists. That so feeble a suffix as ist should 
be leaned on so heavily by so many English-speak- 
ing people is one of the things to an understanding 
of which I hav never been able to rise. It is worth 
while to be a Freethinker just to be rid of the final 
hiss that goes with so many other labels—though 
we are in danger, from the people who prefer to 
call themselvs Liberalists, of losing our heritage 
and appearing as Freethinkists, corrected under 
criticism to Freethoughtists, which latter formation 
is unassailable if “ Liberalist” is to be admitted to 
the vocabulary. Once, while in the West, I was 
accused of being an Infidelist by a preacher from 
Arkansas. There are some two hundred ists inside 
the dietiongry—the array appropriately ending with 
*vaeuist"—saying nothing about Mr. Wakeman's 
* meipsist’ * outside of it; so that “scientist” can be 
spared without making us poor. By calling the 
men who devote their time to the discovery or 
classification of the facts of nature simply “ stu- 
dents of nature," which is all they are, and by 
occasionally reminding them that they are no more 
than that—nor yet beyond the primer class—we 
shall get honester work out of them, I think. And 
then, when they come before us to recite their les- 
sons, if they attempt to expound the unknowable, 


Elevating my voice at such an angle that it may 
reach the ears of those apostles of Social Freedom 
who profess to think that marriage is not a sacra- 
ment, I would call the attention of said persons to 
& case recently adjudicated upon in New York. A 
daily paper printed the statement that a certain cit- 
izen, whom it named, had a young girl locked up in 
his place of business and guarded by bloodhounds.| ^. " 

*See The Liberal Club in last week's issue. 
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we can call them to the book by inquiring where 
they learned that. The sage Stephen Pearl Andrews 
deduced from his observation and experience a law 
which he named the antithetical repetition of the 
lowest in the highest. It is illustrated in the lives 
of all thoughtful persons. At the beginning the 
individual knows little or nothing; then follows 
period when he is reluctant to admit that anything 
of importance exists outside the limits of his infor- 
mation; he ends, like Sir Isaac Newton, by confess- 
ing that he is still a child picking up shells on the 
shore of a boundless and unknown sea. So it is, I 
suppose, that a man so learned as Huxley, approach- 
ing the youth of old age, finds himself, as fifty 
years ago, & student of nature. At twenty-five he 
probably called himself a “scientist.” 


In his “ Musings,” published in the Znvestigator, 
Otto Wettstein remarks: “To postulate eternal 
potencies eternally inactiv; then, suddenly, becom- 
ing activ, is infinitly more irrational than eternal 
potencies eternally activ.” If Otto can do that sort 
of thing while musing dreamily, what cculdn’t he 
do if he should write when he is asleep! 


A mass meeting, to which a large audience was 
attracted by means of brass bands, sky-rockets, and 
allied methods of appealing to the reason and intel- 
ligence, was held in this city last week. It was ad- 
dressed by the Rev. Dr. Rainsford, of St. George’s, 
a church with two steeples, who proposed, as a 
compromise with the Sabbatarians, that saloons be 
allowed to be open on Sunday from 12 m. until 10 
at night—religion in the morning, rum in the after- 
noon. Discussing this scheme, a Newark, N. J., 
citizen—it appears that all New Jersey’s fools are 
not confined to Hoboken or the agylum— wants to 
know through the Herald why Dr. Rainsford did 
not enlarge his plan and say: i 

As stealing is such a temptation, and man will break 
the law, we will make the law suit the man, and for a 
few hours in the afternoon, or at dusk, legalize stealing. 

If rank idiocy of that kind deserves notice, it is 
well answered by a paragraph which appears in a 
Seventh Day Advent paper, very conveniently at 
hand, and which follows: 

Adultery, theft, and murder are crimes on all days and 
in all places. Labor, business, and recreation are neither 
crimes nor misdemesnors, but rather necessities and 
fundamental virtues. Sunday laws declare that these 
-virtues become civil crimes and misdemeanors if per- 
formed on Sunday, and the religious leaders declare 
them to be sins. And yet these same religious leaders 
who ought to be honest and consistent declare that 
Sunday laws are only ‘‘ civil” affairs with no religious 
basis as to their enforcement! 

That disposes of the Newark zany's question, and 
I would add that it also disposes of Dr. Rainsford ; 
for however superior the sanctity of Sunday may 
be as compared with that of week days, it would 
stump the pastor of St. George’s to show that one 
part of it is any more sacred than the other, and if 
an open saloon is allowable Sunday afternoon no 
good reason suggests itself tome why it should not 
be allowable in the forenoon. Is the nightcap nec- 
essarily less sinful than the cocktail, or does the 
clergyman object, for obvious reasons, to the mem- 
bers of his congregation taking eye-openers before 
listening to his discourse? To speak seriously, not 
to say sadly, Dr. Rainsford will never be able to 
answer the hee-haw of the New Jersey animal until 
he takes sides with either the “drys” or the “wets.” 

What the Sunday observers as well as the tem- 
porizers and tinkerers lack, is acquaintance with the 
astronomical fact that Sunday is simply a division 
or period of time marking a diurnal revolution of 
our planet; that, being such, no sanctity can possi- 
bly attach to it, and any attempt to violate it must 
necessarily end in failure. We might as well talk 
about breaking twenty-four degrees of longitude as 
about violating the twenty-four hours of time called 
Sunday. The notion of the violation of a day is 
one with the idea of ravishing space, assaulting the 
abstract, or committing an offense against duration. 
In the nature of things it can’t be done. 


A newspaper dispatch from Chicago relates that 
the Interior, the organ of the Presbyterian church 
in the West, appeared last week with the partially 
unelad picture of a prominent burlesque actress 
covering almost the entire first page, and that the 
clergy and elders rose up in wrath and hav been 
chasing the editor, Rev. Dr. W. C. Gray, ever since. 
Dr. Gray explains that a man came along and told 
him that the picture represented the biblical per- 
sonifieation of “Hope.” He thought « Hope" was 
very beautiful, and not knowing that she was going 
to play et one of the theaters of the city, he put her 
on the first page in all her undraped perfection. 

In his next issue that editor ought to-print his 
own picture to show what Faith personified looks 
like. It might not be handsome, or hav good legs, 
but it would bring out the idea. G. E. M. 


Reasons Why the French Revolution Was 
Necessary. ` 

In the eighteenth century the privileged classes 
counted about 260,000 to 270,000 persons. Of 
these, 140,000 were nobles, 130,000 clergy, or about 
25,000 to 30,000 noble families; 23,000 monks in 
2,500 monasteries, 37,000 nuns in 1,500 convents, 
and 60,000 curates, vicars, ete, There was 1 noble 
family to every 1,000 persons, or to each square 
league of land, and a convent, ete., to every 6 or 7 
leagues. 

The soil was divided 15 to the crown and com- 
munes, l-5 to the Third Estate, 1.5 to the rural 
populations, 1-5 to the nobles, 1-5 to the clergy. 
Dedueting publie lands, 1-2 belonged to the privi- 
leged classes, and this half, with its castles, palaces, 
etc., naturally the richest. The value of the clergy 
lands eapitalized amounted to 4,000,000,000 franes, 
yielding an ineome of 80 to 100 million franes 
(double this sum for an estimate of the value in 
money of to-day), and this did not inelude the dime 
(tithe), about 123,000,000 a year. 

Three hundred and ninty-nine monks at Prémon- 
iré estimated their revenues at 1,000,000 livres* 
and their capital 45,000,000. The Provincial of the 
Dominicans of Toulouse admitted for his 286 monks 
200,000 livres net, not counting convents, real es- 
tate, negroes, etc., in the colonies, valued at several 
millions. 

The 258 Benedictines had a revenue of 1,800,000 
livres. Those of St. Maur estimated the movable 
property of their churches and monastery ab 2,400,- 
000 and revenue 2t 8,000,000, not including other 
sources of revenue. 

Dom Rocourt, of Clairvaux, had 300,000 to 400,- 
000 livres income. Cardinal Rohan, archbishop of 
Strasbourg, had more than 1,000,000 (National Ar- 
chives). 

In Franche-Comté, Alsace, and Roussillon the 
clergy owned half the territory; in Hainault and 
Artois, three-quarters; in Cambresis, 1,400 out of 
1,700 plow areas belonged to them; almost the 
whole of Livelay belonged to the bishop of Puy, 
the abbot of La Chaise, the noble chapter of Bri- 
oude, and to the seigneurs of Polignac. The 
canons of St. Claude, in the Jura, were the pro- 
prietors of 12,000 serfs or mainmorts. It is said 
there were 1,500,000 individuals who wore serfs’ 
collars (Clerget, Beaugnot, Memoirs de Bailly, etc). 
The seigneurs could demand of these 10 to 12 days 
corvee (statute labor) per annum and a fixed yearly 
tax. 

In the Barony of Choiseul in Champagne the in- 
habitants were required to plow the seigneurs's land, 
sow, reap, and gather in his crops. Each plot of 
ground, house, and head of cattle, paid a quit 
claim ; children inherited from their parents only 
if they remained with them at the time of their de- 
cease, Otherwise the seigneurs did. 

In various places the taxes on different things 
were called poursoin on de Sauvement, paid for 
general protection; guet et garde, military protec- 
tion; afforage, tax on various beverages; fouage, 
tax on each fireside; pulverage, tax on passing flocks 
of sheep; lots et ventes, lord’s dues, tax amounting 
to 1-6 or 1.5, or 14 of every sale of land or lease 
exceeding nine years, etc. 

Besides these, the seigneur levied taxes on tolls, 
on bridges, highways, fords, or boats ascending or 
descending rivers, he having to repair the bridges, 
fords, tow paths, etc.—a rich source of revenue. 

In many provinces the seigneur levied taxes on 
pastures after the crops had been garnered, as well 
as tax on cattle grazing on waste lands and com-. 
mons. Unnavigable rivers belonged to him with 
their islands and fish. He had the right of chase 
everywhere, even in private parks. He enjoyed also 
the right of bawvin, that is, he had the privilege of 
selling his own wine to the exclusion of all others 
for 30 to 40 days after vintage. In Tourraine he 
had the right of preage, that is, he might send his 
horses and cows to graze, under a guard, on his 
subjects’ meadows. He had also the monopoly of 
a dove cote, whence thousands of pigeons would 
issue to feed on all grounds without any one daring 
to kill them, ete. 

For keeping market place with its scales and 
weights he levied taxes on provisions and merchan- 
dise. He obliged the inhabitants to use his ovens, 
wine press, mill, and slaughter house, and destroyed 
the constructions of his rivals. 

In the Jura and Nivernois he could pursue run- 
away serfs and demand at their death their prop- 
erty whether in his own domains or acquired else- 
where. At St. Claude he acquired a right over any 
one who passed a year and a day in any house on 
his seigneury. 

Revenues of some Bishops.—In the Almanach 
Royal and La France Ecclesiastique for 1788 may 


*A livre was worth 18} cents;7a franc the same, 


„and oppressiv. 


be seen their admitted révenues, but the veritable 
were one-half more for the bishops and double or 
triple for the abbeys (always double these amounts 
to get an idea of their equivalents in our money). 

The 131 archbishops and bishops possessed in 
the aggregate 5,600,000 livres of episcopal income 
and 1,200,000 in abbeys averaging about 50,000 per 
head as in the private record, in reality 100,000. 
Some of the important sees were magnificently en- 
dowed: 


. 10,000 livres 


.. 74,000 ** 

. 82.000 * 

20,000 “ 

120,000‘ 

DOM EROR 120,000 “ 
160,000 '* 

200,000 ** 

200,000 * 


This is according to the official report and 
amounted to probably half as much more in sums 
actually collected. 

Thirty-three abbeys produced to their abbés 25,- 
000 to 120,000 livres. These sums do not include 
such sources of revenue as feudal rights, etc. 

State of the Judiciary.—According to the Me- 
moirs of Rene de Hauteville, advocate to the Parle- 
ment de Saint Brienc, October 5, 1776, the num- 
ber of seigneurial courts in Brittany was immense, 
the pleaders being obliged to pass through four or 
five jurisdictions before reaching the Parlement. 

* Where," he asks, “is justice rendered? In the 
caborets, in the tavern, where, in the bosom of in- 
toxieation and debauchery, the judge sells justice to 
whoever pays most for it.” 

*Impunity," says Revauldon, a contemporary, 
«is nowhere greater than in the seigneurial tribun- 
als; the foulest crimes receive no consid- 
eration there, for the seigneurs dread supplying the 
means for a criminal trial, while their judges or 
prosecuting attorneys fear that they will not be 
paid for their pleadings. Not only,” he continues, 
“do they giv no pay to their officers of justice, or 
take them at a discount, but what is worse the 
greater portion of them make a sale of these offices. 
In spite of the edict of 1693, the judges thus ap- 
pointed take no steps to be admitted into the Royal 
Courts, and they take no oaths. What is the re- 
sult? Justice, too often administered by knaves, 
degenerates into brigandage or into a frightful im- 
punity."— Random Notes from Taine’s * Ancien 
Régime,” by M. W. OB, in Secular Thought. 


Intolerable Oppression. 


The argument in favor of abolishing Sabbatarian 

Sunday laws is unanswerable. It is not the prov- 
ince of the state to prescribe religious observances 
of any kind. Under our system of absolutely secu- 
lar government and absolute religious liberty, the 
law has rightfully no more to do with Sabbaths 
than with sacraments. Its sole concern should be 
to protect every citizen equally in his right to do as 
he pleases with regard to religious observances. 
Freedom to worship God does not mean freedom 
to compel other people to worship God in the same 
way. 
Laws prescribing the observance of any day asa 
Sabbath or as * holy time," to use the language of 
the New York statute, are utterly obnoxious to the 
genius of our system. They are unfair, unequai, 
They ought to be stricken from the 
statute book as laws irreconcilable with the funda- 
mental ideas of American liberty. 

So far as these laws relate to questions of excise 
there is the additional objection that the conditions 
which prevail in thii city are radically different 
from those of rural villages. New York is the most 
cosmopolitan of cities. Toa large proportion of 
its population the enforcement of a law to close the 
beer saloons on Sunday seems and is an intolerable 
oppréssion. So strong is this feeling that in fact 
there never has been police power enough to en- 
force such alaw. The attempts made to enforce it 
result in making lawbreakers of multitudes who de- 
sire to be honest citizens, in teaching other multi- 
tudes to look leniently upon lawbreaking, and in 
converting police power into organized blackmail. . 

In such a matter New York city ought to be free 
to make its own police regulations in harmony with 
its own people’s habits, ideas, and wishes. 

It is time to free this great city from the grand- 
motherly government of rural sentiment. Still 
more imperativ is it to free our statute books from 
blue laws that are violativ alike of personal liberty 
and of the basic ideas of our American system of 
govérnment.— New York World 


The second volume of Moncure D. Conway's 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. i 
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. . the bone cannot be whipped from the body,” J 
of the school into a church institution. What can CAteaga, March 14,495... Bip. Purse must hav been “a dip: esis the old block,” for 
not be done directly will be done indirectly. 


à ^ Jehovah is credited with saying to his chosen peo- 
The plan is to take all the school children be- ple (Ex. iii, 21, 22), “When ye go ye shall not go 
tween the ages of ten and twenty-one now in the 


08) e empty; but every woman shall borrow of her 
public schools and form them into a vast organiza- neighbor and of her that sojourns in her house 
tion to be called the “Junior Republic.” 'This or- jewels of gold and raiment; and ye shall put them 
ganization among the children is to be, in the min- ( 


£ t upon your sons and upon your daughters; and ye 
iature, the republic of the United States. It is shall spoil the Egyptians.” This is theft of the 
divided into the same number of states, it has the meanest kind, and no other god but Jehovah would 
same number and kind of officers throughout, pres- 


; : i ever hav riskəd his reputation by ordering it in 
ident, cabinet, senate, house of representativs, ete. writing. i 

The “Junior Republic” is to go through all the 

forms of election, passing laws, ete. It adopts the 
form of the United States government, and thus 
professes to be a truly republican and American 
institution whose supreme purpose is to train our 


The Campaign Book. 


I hav pleasure in acknowledging the following 
subscriptions to the book of our last joint congress: 
Wm. M. Matthews, D. M. Worley, John Dean, Mrs. 
L. A. Turley. I should be glad to hear from more 
of our friends. The treasurer is somewhat in debt 
and should be enabled to pay up. It has cost about 
$400 to publish the pamphlet and to print consti- 
tutions and circulars and mail them. I hav added 
to our roll several thousand new members whose 
names hav been sent in by friends to whom I mailed 
constitutions for signatures. We hav now almost 
ten thousand members on our books. It costs 
nothing to join, but it takes money to run this 
office. One hundred dollars is needed for stamps 


Mine eyes are dim; I cannot see 
The great Jehovah's plan. 

Did God—will you enlighten me? 
Wish for the fall of man? 

Pray tell me if you will and can, 
Did God, in thunderbolt, 

Bid Moses slay the Egyptian, 


children in the principles and practices of genuin 
democracy. However, in the adoption of the con- 
stitution this important and radical change is de- 
clared, “We believe in the God of the Bible.” 
This amendment was pronounced by the instigator 
of the affair to be really the gist of the whole mat- 
ter, and it was adopted at the preliminary meeting 
with cheers and clapping of hands; led on by 
women of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, who were present—over twenty-one years 
old, however, and apparently the moving spirits. 

Now it can be easily seen that if this “Junior 
Republic” is organized under the patronage of our 
public schools, and millions of school children 
become its members, it will be a powerful instru- 

. mentality in the hands of the church. These mill- 
ions of children, who are to become voters, will be 
trained constantly in the idea a * God in the Con- 
stitution,” and when, from being imitativ voters in 
the “Junior Republic,” they are real voters in the 
American Republic, they of course will be ready to 
put God into the actual Constitution, as they al- 
ready put it into the imagined constitution. This 
is a long-headed scheme of the ecclesiastical party, 
and must be met at once and overthrown. This 
« Junior Republic" must simply be knocked in the 
head. It is already on its feet in Chicago, and the 
children are quite eager about it, and seem to think 
it a very brilliant undertaking, as naturally they 
would. But the whole thing is playing right into 
the hands of the church. It is a kind of political 
annex to the public school—voluntary, of course— 
and not under the control of the public school, but 
with the prestige of the public school, formed on 
the basis of the public school, inspired by the pub 
lic school, and yet a thoroughgoing partisan and 
theological affair, anti-American and revolutionary. 
It is simply a conspiracy, and it should be com- 
pletely exposed and defeated by the Liberals of the 
country. Such an organization as that, if success- 
ful, will do more to enthrone the church than any 
other instrumentality now in the hands of the 
church. If this “Junior Republic ” is fairly started 
in Chicago, then it is expected to push the matter 
in other cities, and finally over the whole country, 
enlisting all the children in what is practically a 
week-day Christian Sunday-school. 

I hope that a large number of copies of “ Fed- 
eration and Union" will be circulated by Liberal 
friends. Keep it going. It is oneof the best cam- 
paign documents out. It has a variety of matter. 
It is a good presentation of our various work, on 
the line of Secularism. It will help educate the 
people. Please send in orders to E. C. Reichwald, 
188 South Water street, Chicago. 

I consider the case of Mr. Fleckten, of Minnesota, 
one of the greatest importance. I hope friends will 
rally to his support and join hands with Tas Trurs 
Szexer. This is a question which reaches a long 
way into the future. No matter where it is fought, 
in Minnesota, or any state or district, it is of 
national concern. . As soon as the Federation gets 
a little money ahead it will use it to help push this 
case. 

I shall be at Canal Dover, and perhaps some 
other places in Ohio, the last of this month, March 
30th and 31st. I shall lecture in Boston, April 7th 
and 14th; at the New York Liberal Club, April 
19th, and at Brooklyn and Newark, April 21st, and 
set sail for England, April 24th, in “The City of 
Berlin.” My. plans are all arranged now, and I 
shall see our English friends without fail. I antici- 
pate great pleasure in this trip. It has been a life- 
long dream, and now especially delightful since the 
colors of Freethought mingle with the new and 
wonderful experiences. And as these great thoughts 


pears. 


alone to send out a circular requiring one cent 
postage to every member, not to reckon printing, 
envelopes, etc. Of course times are hard and money 
scarce, but any friend who feels able to contribute 
a mite will help this noble couse along mightily. 
E. C. Rxrcgwarp, Treas. F. F. of A., 
188 South Water Street, Chicago. 
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Jesus and the Colt. 


“Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the Lamb? 
And shall I fear to steal a hoss, 
Or blush to ride the same?” 

It may seem strange that one living in a land where 
Jesus is worshiped as a god, should ask the question, 
“Did Jesus steal a colt?” and were it not for his 
own testimony (Luke xix, 29-31) probably no one 
ever would hav accused him of such an act. His 
teaching ard precepts in general are good, and but 
little, if any, inferior to those of Buddha or Con- 
fucius, from whom he undoubtedly copied them; 
yet, I hav never read a word charging that either 
Buddha or Confucius was a thief, and I cannot, for 
a moment, believe that Jesus ever converted to his 
own use property belonging to another, or sent his 
disciples to steal a colt. Furthermore, I would not 


repeat the story were it not that nearly every fam- 
ily in Christendom has, at some time, either bought 


or had given them a Bible in which the story ap- 
It is as follows: 


Go ye into the village over against you; in the which 


at your entering, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet 
never man sat; loose him and bring him hither, and if 
any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye 


say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him? 


If the record is true, and Jesus actually did or- 
der his disciples to so purloin a colt, I hav no plea 
to make for the man-god, for all criminal law would 
hold him equally guilty with his deluded disciples 
who “led the hoss away.” We hav no evidence of 
any kind to show that the colt belonged to Jesus, 
in fee simple, or that he had a mortgage lien on the 
animal; to the contrary, his own words condemn him 
when he says: “If any man ask you, Why do ye 


loose him ? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the 


Lord hath need of him.” 

I can see no reason why a god should need a colt 
in such a hurry that he would hav to steal one, 
when We are told there is nothing impossible with 
God, and he could hav made a two-year-old colt in 
a minute (though he would not hav been two years 
old), and had him ready broke to carry double, if 
necessary, without extra expense; and why Jesus 
set such a bad example before his disciples (which 
many of them still follow), I cannot understand. 
From a general digest of the matter, I judge that 
the end justified the means, and that it was all for 
the glory of God. This being true, why should we 
condemn the Jesuits for doing anything and every- 
thing they choose, when “the end justifies the 
means ” and “for the glory of God?” 

Whether the Lord had need of heretical ashes 
(for Christian lye) in the Dark Ages, I know not, 
but the end must hav justified the means when, 
between the years 1600 and 1630, the Coristians 
burned at the stake over 270,000 human beings as 
heretics to the Roman faith. Otherwise the omni- 
present Lord would not hav been lounging around 
without calling a policeman. To say the least, it 
looks rather bewildering to read that Jesus com- 
mands us not to steal, and then commands his dis- 
ciples to borrow a rope that he knew had a colt on 
the other end of it. Perhaps this is why his vice- 


gerents preach one thing and practice another, and 
why, like a. guideboard, they point the way, but 


Or Christ to steal that colt? 

It’s no go, my Christian friend. You never can 
make thinking people believe that any god ever 
stole a colt or cut up such capers as you say Jeho- 
vah did; or that any real, sure-enough god ever 
cursed the world because Eve ate an apple You 
can fool our unsophiscated women and artless chil- 
dren—make them believe that the Lord of this uni- 
verse was so put to it for a colt that he had to steal 
one—but intelligent people who hav no bread and 
butter depending on the issue will swallow no such 
truck. A. D. Swan. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 


Saturday, March 23d, Springfield, Ill 
Sunday, March 24th, St. Louis, Mo. 
Monday, March 25th, Muncie, Ind. 
Tuesday, March 26th, Indianapolis, Ind. " 
Wednesday, March 27th, Springfield, O............. Lincoln 
Sunday, March 31st, Jersey City, N. J. : 
Monday, April 8th, Danbury, Conn. .................. Liberty 
Tuesday, April 9th, Hartford, Conn. 

Friday, April 12th, Norwich, Conn. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tax concluding portion of J. E. Remsburg's ‘‘ False . 
Claims" may now be heard on the phonograph. 


FRANKLIN STEINER returned to Boston to lecture in 

Paine Hall, March 17th and 24th. The Christians could 
not be induced to debate. His engagements so far as 
arranged are: 
March 17, 24........... Boston April 5, 6........... Toledo, O 
March 28...DeRuyter, N, Y April 7......... Detroit, Mich 
March 31....... Toronto, Can 

He would like to fill in the week-night evenings. Write 


him in care of this office. 


Tux Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eyen- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for March: 

March 22d—‘‘This World-Wrecking Age." James A. 
Skilton. 

March 29th —'*Enslavement of the American People." 
Henry Nichols. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for March: 

March 24th—‘‘A Rational Exposition of Biblical Myths.', 
Prot. D. T. Ames. ` 

March 31st—‘‘Affinitism,”—A theory of the Universe op- 
posed to Theism, Pantheism, and Atheism. Reid 
Howell. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st.. Cincinnati. Program 
for March will be filled by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel on the 
following subjects: 


March 24—‘‘ Our Criminal Classes —CHow Produced—The 
Responsibility—The Remedy.” 
March 31—‘‘ After Christianity, What ?” 


Tur Friendship Liberal League, George. Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tux Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.M., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
berehip. Discussions each week are opened by special . 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Tun Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock. All Libera 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 


THE Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clock l'uesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admissior 
free. All welcome. 

Tur Soranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
aud Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
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T9etters of  Qiptonds. 


Finest Production in Literature. 
Cu10460, ILL., March 2, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: I bav read ''Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” and think it 
My 
wife is very highly pleased with same at 


the finest prodaction in literature. 


present. Cuas. P. SHEEBERG. 


Among the Minnesota Lakes. 
Lone Laxz, Miww., Feb. 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5.25 
to renew subscription to Tue TRuTH 
SEEKER and for the ANNUAL and Paine's 
** Age of Reason,” and $1 to ficht against 
superstition. Cumas. WOLSFELD. 


To Help Beat Back the Enemy. 
Drront, March 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Your paper stands ahead 
of evervthing with me. You wiil find in- 


ago an Adventist minister wanted to hold 
a series of meetings, but both churches 
closed their doors against him. Then talk 
8bout the spirit of God; it is the spirit of 
selfish greed, and I never yet saw anything 
else manifested in the church. 
We hav good timber here with which 
Freethought lecturers could work. 
Yours for truth and liberty, 
S. K. DENNIS. 


Two Great Books. 


MiwnzaPOLIS, Mny., Feb. 27, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I see by the **tab"' that 
my subscription expires the first of March, 
so please find inclosed $3 for renewal. 

I received Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethougbt,” and was very 
much pleased with it. We were also much 
pleased with Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s lecture 


on the Bible here last month. 


Mrs. Todd and I are now reading M. D, 


|| Thomas Paine, 


Conway’s ‘‘Life of Paine," which we were 
very much pleased and surprised to find 
in our public library. We admire Paine 
more snd more, and think he was one of 
the grandest characters that ever touched 
this globe. I think his birthday should be 
made a holiday and celebrated by all 


closed $5—$3 for Tux TRUTH Sexe, 
1895, and $2 to help you in the hard work 
you are doing; to be used as your ‘best 
judgment may dictate. As ever, 8 friend 
to your paper, P. PALMER. 


He Admires Buchner. 


Junction Crry, Kaw., March 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I wrote a few days ago that 
I had not yet received ** Force and Mat- 
ter," but I was expecting it by mail and it 
was at the express office when I wrote. J? 
isgrand. Inclosed please find $2 to apply 
on subscription for the reliable old TRUTH 

SEEKER. Yours in fidelity, 
J. J. BARNES. 


Fred L. Hoffman Wanted. 

' Commerce, Trx., March 3, 295. 
Mr. Fprror: I desire the address of 
Fred, L. Hcffman, a nativ of Germany. 
When Jast heard of, in 1888, he was in 
Brunswick, Ga. Since that time I hav 
had several letters returned from his ad- 
dressat that place. If he is living and sees 
this, I will be glad to hear from him. Ad- 

dress above. C. H. Barney. 


‘He Is Alon’ in His Joy. 
Woopsrtecx, N. B., Feb. 18. 1895. 

Mr, Epiror: Inclosed find $3 50 to re- 
new m y Fubeeription, and for the ANNUAL 
and Ingersoll’s ** Lecture on the Bible.” 

I should like to hav seen more names 
than my own in the list of subscribers te 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
for New Brunswick, Freetbinkers do not 
know what they hav mirsed by not secur- 
ing it. It is a splendid work and should 
be in every Freethinker's house. 

Yours truly, T. S. Dent. 


Wants to Encourage Us. 
Roya Orntsr, Mo., Feb. 26, 1895. 

Msz. Eprror: Tnolosed find $7 for paper, 
Alexander's *'*Dyra&mio Theorv," the Aw. 
NUAL, Ingersoll's **About the Bible,” and of 
the remainder, $1 for your own use. and 
$1 for the Minnesota man if he needs it; if 
not, you can claim both of them, for I am 
ratisfied you will do your best if you get a 
little encouragement. 
. Good luck to Brother George and all the 
rest of our noble boys. 


Yours, Qro. HgNpxx, 


Mnch-Needed Assistance. 
Hiaauanp, Irt., March 4, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10, of which 
I wish to add $250 to the fund for the 
defense of J. B. Wise, of Kansas; $2.50 
you will please use for the assistance of 
Mr. Fleckten, of Minnesota, and the bal- 
ance’ ($5) you may use for distributing 
Freethought literature where it is needed 
and will do the most good for our cause. 
Hoping that the Freethinkers of this 
country will respond liberally to your call 
in Tae TRUTH SEEKER of February 23, I 
remain, Respectfully, S. PABST. 


Begins to See the Light. 
Van Wert, Ia., March 5, 1895. 
Mz. EpiroR: I was born in a Christian 
family, and reared in the Methodist Epis- 
eopal church in fear of an eternal hell. 
But this winter I hav had free access to 


your paper and hav had my eyes opened 
I had an argument with 
a Ohristian man about taxing church prop- 
erty; he said it was a free institution, was 
free for everybody, but it proved differ- 
A few days à 


as never before. 


ent with both churches here. 


Liberals. 


8. C. Topp. 


He Appreciates Your Kindness. 


New Haven, O , Feb. 24, 1895. 
Mr. Errror: Will you please return. 


thanks, through your valusble paper, to 
the many kind Liberal friends who sent 
me Freethought papers? I hav had great 
satisfaction in reading them, and particu- 
larly Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 
ially thank my kind friend in New York 
city, also one in Alhambra, Ill., and one at 
Villa Grove, Col. 
after I hav read these papers I shall try to 
put them where they will do some good 
for the cause for which we contend. I hav 
received no papers for the last week or ten 
days, but I hope the kind friends will not 
forget me altogether, but will send me a 
paper once in awhile; and think how it 
would feel, after having plenty of the kind 
of reading you like, to hav it all cut off. 


I would espec- 


I can assure you that 


Yours for truth and justice, 
Tzos. S. CHARITY. 


An Unanswered Question. 


Soranton, PA., March 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Excuse me for getting be- 
hind with my payments for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, but I had intended to take ad- 


vantage of some of the premiums and get 
some cheap books with my yearly sub- 
scription, but I find times with me too 
hard at present. 


Some of my Christian 
friends who hav been shocked by my 
ideas of their God hav failed to keep their 
promises and pay me, and I consider it 
doubtful if they ever pay me. The good 


religious people tell me that God isom- 


nipotent and omniscient, and that he de- 
sires that all men shall do just right, and 
that when man was created the first thing 
he did was wrong, and after that God raised 
a perfect being from the holy ghost and 
a woman. Now Iask them why, if, as they 


claim, God wants all men perfect, he did 
not make them all by the ghost and a 


woman. They cannot answer me, 

With best wishes to the great Col. R. G. 
[Ingersoll and the name of freedom, I re- 
main, fraternally yours, C. D. Tosy. 


À Daughter of Whom to be Proud. 

Foxp Du Lao, Wis., March 1, 1895. 
Mr. EprronR: I notice our time is up for 
Tug TaurE Seexzer. Now, my daughter 
and I cannot do without it; she wants Put- 
nam's ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," and your paper; **Thumbserew 
and Rack,” and Miss Wixon's speech at the 
World's Fair. She says she will hav them 
if she has to go out by the day washing to 
get the money to pay for them, She wants 
them to be sent in her name, Harriet E, 
Pierce, for I shall be 84 years old the 16th 
day of April. I cannot perform manual 


‘labor to obtain a living; my daughter 


works and shares her bread and butter 
with me. I hav seen better times, but 
fire burned all I had twice. Iam nowa 
poor man; I am dependent on charity for 
my living. Now I would like to read 
Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason.” If you can 
donate that book to me I will circulate it 
allI can. There are twelve churches here, 
so you see Liberals hav to keep quiet, 


especially business men, but my daughter i 


won’t keep quiet for any of them; she 


likes to pitch into them once in a while. 
From your Liberal friends, 
Harriet E. PIEROS, 
P. P. RoBBINS. 


Lippard to Aid Fleckten. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Feb. 5, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I send by express to the 
office of Tue TnurH SzerKer $6 worth of 
my pamphlet edition of an old address on 
Four dollars’ worth, I 
believe, would hav to be sold by and for 
Tae TRUTH Serxer on my subscription 
account. I hope to soon hav some green- 
backs to enable me to get-some of your 


| valuable books. 


I desire to aid the Fleckten case by 
contributing $2 worth of my pamphlet— 
Geo. Lippard’s address on Thomas Paine. 
It contains a biographical sketch of the 
author of this remarkable address, deliv- 
ered in 1852, in which he eulogizes Paine's 
political works and condemns his religious 
ones. i 

Every admirer of Paine should hav this 
lecture, as its author suffered great perse- 
cution at the time. He was oneof the 
daring ones and used his pen in the effort 
to hav Paine's portrait put in Independ- 
ence Hall. It hasa fine photo engraving 
of its author. "There may be many per- 
sons who desire to hav this lecture. To 
those I would say that you can both honor 
the memory of Paine and help the cause 
of Fleckten by sending twenty cents to the 
grand old Trurs Serxer for the pamphlet. 
This old address had been slumbering, 
with the dust of forty-two years upon it, 
until I resurrected it 
. Iam not a bank president, nor do I own 
a gold mine, but I hav authorized Tue 
TRUTH Srexrr to act as a clearing-house, 
and those readers who send the silver to 
be redeemed can kav an address that is 
equal to the silver they send. 

Jas. B. ELLIOTT. 


We Think **God? is the Fundamental 
Superstition. 
WawTAGH, N. Y., March 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I write to thank you for 
kindly sending me Tug TRnuTHSEEXER after 
my subscription expired. Bə assured the 
omission to send the money for renewal was 
not due to carelessness or indiffsrence, but 
to extreme scarcity of funds. Am hoping 
and expecting soon to be in a position not 
only to keep my subscription paid up, but 
to do something further in aid of the Lib- 
eral cause.. Just as soon aS Ioan see my 
way clear you will hear from me again. 
While writing I wil presume on your 
good nature so far as to criticise your edi- 
torial course in.one respect. For my own 
part I am willing to co-operate with any 
and all Liberals, be they Theists or Athe- 
ists, in support of the ** Nine Demands of 
Liberalism,” but do you not see that when 
you interpose Atheism in the contest it 
tends fo destroy harmony and to divide 
our forces? "Would it not be better for all 
Liberals who are in favor of the Nine De- 
mands to confine their attention strictly 
to their advocacy in discussing such mat 
ters among themselvs, instead of bringing 
in other issues, such as Spiritualism versus 
Materialism, Theism versus Atheism, eto., 
and wasting their time and opportunities 
in fighting each other? Oan Liberals ex- 
pect to accomplish anything worthy of the 
eause without united and harmonious 
action, and can there be union and har- 
mony while side issues are being continu- 
ally thrust forward? It would seem as if 
there could be but one answer to these 
questions, and that only by the adoption 
of a policy suggested by the obvious 
answer can a satisfactory advance be made. 
Let us, then, ignoring among ourselvs all 
other issues, work together, unselfishly, 
earnestly, zealously, and harmoniously, for 
liberty, justice, and equality, as outlined 
in the ‘Nine Demands of Liberalism,’ 
and look forward confidently to the 
glorious results which we may be well 
assured must in the end follow such a 
course. Ros't B. JACKSON. 


He Scatters Seeds of Truth. 


Orayon, O., March 1, 1895. ` 


Msz. Epiror: Having received a number 
of Freethought publications: from your 
office this winter; having perused, weekly, 


the columns of the indispensable TRUTH 
SEEKER, and having heard the ‘* Savior of 


|, of souls has been comparativly small. 


he Century," Colonel Ingersoll, deliver 
his wonderful lecture at Lima, O., I feel 
that I hav a thought to offer in this Free- 
thought symposium. 

I hav had a novel experience with the 
members of the different religious denom- 
inations during their protracted efforts in 
this locality. At every opportunity I hav 
argued and discussed our principles in 
publie places. . I hav put in the hands of 
all who would receive them, Liberal pub- 
lications of different kinds. Tum TRUTH 
SEEKER has been shown and read to every 
one who would risk his presence and atten-' 
tion, and the consequence is, the harvest 
In 
this honest and persistent work for human 
advancement I hav brought down upon 
me the pious disfavor of the shepherd and 
his sheep. They hav employed various 
means to counteract the telling influences 
of my labor by circulating copies of the 
Ram's Horn, making the most unwar- 
ranted assertions concerning the philoso- 
phy of Freethought, and by knowingly 
uttering false and disgraceful statements 
from the pulpit regarding the personal’ 
character cf the best and noblest orators’ 
of the day. ` 

But they die hard; and die they must,’ 
when sound philosophy and Freethought 
shall hav broken down the barriers of su- 
perstition, ignorance, and credulity. When 
these relics of the Dark Ages shall hav 
been overcome by reason, science will 
constitute our salvation and happiness our 
heaven, Then- the pulpit pounder will 
**]oge his job,” and be compelled to fight 
the battles of life in a different and a much 
more creditable manner. 

I must say that, up to date, in a life of 
thirty years, I find no evidence whatever 
upon which to fonnd a belief in the exist- 
ence of the Bible God, devil, hell, or 
heaven. Now, as I am honest in this, and 
hav done my very best to find out the facts 
which compel this conclusion, am I re- 
sponsible? Will an orthodox God damn 
me forever in the Christian's hell for not 


believing a dogma with a brain which he 


himself created? If so, what system of 


justice is it that condemns an individual 


for doing that which the condemner com- 
pelled him to do? . And yet the entire 
Christian fabrication amounts to but this, 

Regardless of isms, cisms, doctrins, or 
dogmas, it is my blessed privilege, and I 


trust that it ever shall be, to be in such a 


condition in life that I can think freely and 
express my honest thoughts. 
A faithful patron, ELMER MILLER. 


The Cowardice of Editors. 


W. 0. T. U. AND THE BIBLE. 

“O Woman! How is thy intelligence 
fallen! Why do you defend that book ? 
It threatensand lies from Genesis to Reve- 
lation. Its justice consists in favoritism, 
and its mercy culminates in a never end- 
ing hell. Your insane defense of it is the 
more surprising, 98 it nowhere states that . 
youhavasoul By it you are made for a- 
purpose. You liv, fuifill that purpose, 
sufter and die, the same as the cow and the 
horse. Instead of giving you title in 
glory it plainly tells you that you are not 
needed in heaven. And, as I said at first, 
it opens with an ignorant lie and shuts up 
with a bigot’s threat. Believe it or be 
damned.” 

Lone Roog, On. 

Mr. Eprron: The above is the comment 
of one of Mrs. Unroe’s listeners at Lone 
Rock. Please publish the same, and if 
you think best, send her and Francis Wil- 
lard marked copies. I also wish to say, if 
you will be so kind as to spare me the 
space, a few words on the question of 
woman suffrage. 

Taxation without representation is tyr- 
anny, and tyranny implies slavery. The 
appearance of slavery —I wish I could say 
slavery—is doomed by the eternal princi- 
ples of justice. Much more so now in the 
case of woman than it ever was with the 
Negro before the war. Many of my Lib- 
eral friends are afraid of woman suffrage, 
or rather, they are afraid of ignorance ; 
and being scared, they commit the foolish 
sin of opposing justice, weakening our 
cause and insuring our defeat. The preach- 
ers, not being seared, are using far better 
sense. 

I don’t think that I underestimate the 
seriousness of the situation. I am afraid 


‘of: ignorance, and I say’ in the spirit of 


prophecy that I believe that it will be the 


, bahgman's rope that will choke liberty to 
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death ; but let’s not frighten ourselvs into 
ninnies and become a laughing stock for 
the Pope. 
cation is our only salvation, but if we 
place ourselvs in opposition to justice, 
rightly disposed people will not hearken to 
our teaching. 

In the 15th of December issue of the 
Farm and Fireside is an editorial com- 
ment on Miss Willard, from which I judge 
she is a very good woman, but the poor 
thing is grievously deluded. She advo- 
cates the government ownership of the 
newspapers as a reform of an evil for 
which that condition alone is responsible. 
The subsidized editor of the Farm and 
Fireside, being under the influence of those 
in authority, hasn't enough man about 
him, or editorial backbone, to correot her 
mistakes, but instead commends her ig- 
norance. Gro. W. CRAWFORD, 


In the Valleys of Fair Wyoming, 


Saratoca, Wro., Feb. 17; 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: Denver seems to hav at 
least three very liberal preachers, who evi- 
dently mention God only once in a while, 
presumably in order to keep their situa- 
tions, and I consider it very significant of 
the times that & great daily like the Denver 
Republican will publish both. sides of the 
question, as it has done, in the matter of 
the proposed taxation of church property 
agitated so much lately. They hav been 
fighting the point bitterly in the Colorado 
legislature. One member said very truth- 
fully that th» stones of some of our large 
churches were cem3ated with the blood of 
the poor. One of our own papers said that 
a bill to tax church property had passed 
our own state Senate, bnt I hav not heard 
what its fate was in the House; however, I 
know there are a number of outspoken 
Liberals in that body. I will say here 
that the religious question has never to 
my kuowledge been discussed in our po- 
litical campaigns. No one asks what a 
candidate’s religious opi:ions are, but 
what are his politics. Women hav voted 
here too long to be excited over it, and go 
to the polls and vote as a matter of course, 
and, church members thongh they may 
be, and many are, vote for well-known 
Infidels. I was elected to the school 
board in our district after I had made a 
.motiou to the effact that when we hired a 
teacher it was to be stipulated that we 
were to hav no religions exercises of any 
kiad whatever, and we never do. In 
closing I will say that I hav not been inside 
a church for fifteen years, and my husband 
has not for twenty-eight years, and we 
hav taken the good old TRUTH NEEKER 
since the beginning. 
FronRENOE B. JONES. 


Aroused in Arizona. 
Presoorr, Ariz , Feb. 18, E.m. 295. 
Mr. Eprron: Thinking that the readers 
of Tae Teura SxrExzR would like to hear 
something from Prescott, and tho result of 
Mr. Patnam’s four weeks campaign in this 
territory, I write you to say that the work 
is progressing, Mr. Putnam gave fifteen 


lectures in this place, including the Paine 


celebration—the first ever held in Arizona. 

These lectures hav had the effect of 
rousing our Christian friends from a deep 
sleep. There were two or three feeble at- 
tempts made by henchmen of the church 
to answer Mr, Putnam’s lectures on the 
stage. Then, after the clergy thought he 
had left town for good, they began writing 
scurrilous articles for the local papers, and 
one gentleman even attempted to reply 
from his pulpit, although he had not heard 
a single lecture. These so-called replies 
from the: pulpit and through the press 


consisted of personal abuse of Mr. Putnam ` 


W. S. Bell and myself. All were an- 
awered in a dignified and gentlemanly 
manner, and the enemy driven from the 
field. Still there is a lingering growl, such 
as you might expect. An effort to boycott 
some of us in business is being made, and 
social ostracism is carried on to a greater 
extent. Such conduct seems very silly, 
idiotic, in fact, but it is all that one can 
expect when one comes to consider the 
amount of gray matter and lucre involved, 

Mr. Putnam lectured at Tempe, Tucson, 
and Phoenix, organizing local clubs at the 


_ two latter. -Now that the fight for liberty | 


is on, we propose to continue it to a finish. 
W. 8. Bell is now located here, and expects 
to make a tour of the territory during the 


Hold steady, my friends. Edu-* 


preacher refers to his cornetist, had stood 


the audience up and set it down again by 
a combination wave of the arm and hand, 
of which he only is master, the doctor an- 
nounced his text from John, ‘‘ Other 
sheep hav I which are not of this fold.” 
It was a commendable effort on account of 
its scope of salvation, and if more such 
sermons were preached we would be more 
thoroughly bound together into a universal 
brotherhood. His ideas were so broad 
that he anticipated that finally even Free- 
thinkers will be gobbled into the same fold 
with the sheep. The pope invites-Protes- 
tants to turn from their heresy and seek 
refuge in the only true fold, the Catholic; 
while the hope of Infidels is to more thor- 
oughly regenerate Catholic, Protestant, 
Mohammedan, and pagan alike. Contrary 
to nature, the sheep for the most part 
remained silent, while the shepherd did 
the bleating. ` 

The doctor made the startling statement 
that he has all of his life been asking 
** Why?" and if rightly understood, imme- 
-diately after birth he asked, ** Why?" 

It is evident that his Brooklyn flock has 
grown weary of shelling, and now he has 
taken a new start, in a new way. Unable 
to build still another church, he proposes to 
permanently appropriate a place of amuse- 
ment, All Infidels, as well as fairies of 
the stage, should pray, each to the god of 
his or her own choice, that this beautiful 
Academy of Music may be spared from 
flames about vacation time. The Catholic 
church has 8 strong hold upon the theater, 
with the Jews a close second. The num- 
ber of Irish shows and songs proves this 
statement. A long-faced Calvinist, of 
course, would not. seek. to drive the 
Catholics and Jews from the theaters, but 
it is difficult to see why such a light and 
fanciful divine as Talmage should object 
to support from the patrons of the stage. 

L. D. CRINE. 


Don’t Let the Priest Get You at Death. 


Riverway, N. Y., March 3, 1895. 

Mr. EprTon: Thirty-four years ago I 
settled at this place. There was then and 
stillis a Universalist society and church 
building in the village (which is a smali 
hamlet) and is the only church building 
here. Í 

At that time I had progressed from an 
early orthodox education to the Universal- 
ist interpretation of the scriptures, and I 
songht a location and homs here largely 
influenced by the presence of the ‘‘ liberal 
society." I took an activ part in the sup- 
port of the society for mauy years. I was 
“honored " with the position of standing 
clerk of the Niagara Arsociation of Uni- 
versalista for twelve to fifteen years, until 
Ibad ‘‘ evoluted” from ‘‘ liberal" or Uni- 
versalist Christianity up to the plane of 
Freethought, when I tendered my resigna- 
tion as standing clerk, some eight or ten 
years ago. (The standing clerk holds his 
office during the pleasure of the associa- 
tion or until it is vacated by removal, 
death, or resignation.) 

This locality has had the name of being 
‘‘liberal.” J. E. Remsburg has lectured 
here twice to very small audiences, although 
his meetings were well advertised and the 
weather favorable on both occasions. At 
one lecture two only of the regular sup- 
porters of the society were present, and at 
the other only one. 

As “‘liberal” as they are (the Univer- 
salists) none seems in favor of the taxation 
of.church property or is willing to sign a 
petition for the repeal of our Sunday laws, 
although of about one hundred people 
who liv in this school distriot at least sixty 
I hav no doubt hav laid themselvs liable to 
fines or imprisonment within the last year 
for violation of the Sunday laws, I got 
four signatures to the petitions you sent 
me and became discouraged and gave 
them to a Seventh Day. Adventist, and 
every adult mau and woman of their 
society (I think) signed the petitions, some 
twelve to sixteen or more, and I forwarded 
them to our representativ in the assembly, 
Hon. George Bullard, and Senator C. W. 
Pound. Mr. Pound acknowledged the re- 
ceipt and said it was the only petition he 
had received for repeal of Sunday laws, 
but he had got thousands of names against 
repeal and some for more rigid Sunday 
laws. He said he would present the peti- 
tion to the committee, and I see by the 
daily papers he did so, and, as I under- 
stood, 4t is the only petition for the repeal 


` 


spring months. Then provision will be 
made for other lect"rers, and the work 
prosecuted with vigor until Arizona shall 
be admitted to the sisterhood of states as. 
a secular state, free from all superstitious 
creeds and dogmas. We appeal to every 
Liberal in Arizona to be brave and stand 
by the principles of Liberalism now. Or- 
ganize and co-operate. In a united, 
honest effort we can accomplish much. 

In Prescott we hav a club, ‘* The Pres- 
cott Freethought Federation,” with one 
hundred members, courageous, honest 
men and women who hav declared them- 
selvs willing to brave the insults of ortho- 
doxy and fight for liberty and advance- 
ment. Here we sre sowing the seed in 
good soil; it will take a little time for it to 
germinate and grow, and with careful 
cultivation we hope for a golden harvest, 
Our organization is growing at every 
meeting; volunteer recruits are still being 
enrolled. Mr. Putnam did the work 
thoroughly. He plowed deep. He is a 
subsoiler in Freethought. Many church 
members who heard his lectures were not 
only almost, but quite, persuaded: Some 
of them hav retired into a non-activ state. 
The fleshpots and threats of boycott and 
ostracism were too much. Still they are 
with us in a quiet way, and we welcome 
them, too. I don’t blame them; it is bread 
and butter to remain passiv. If Liberals 
only had a little more backbone, moral 
courage, or, as the preacher would say, 
**g little more of the grace of God,” to 
brace them up to stand by and defend the 
principles of Liberalism, we would, in 
Arizona, at least, be in the ascendency. 

Yours truly, Dr. J. MILLER. 


Miscellaneous Remarks about Talmage. 
New Yorks, N. Y., Feb. 12, 295. 

Mr. Eprrong: Sunday, 4 r.m. „ February 

10ib, I was at the Academy of Music and 
listened to the widely-heard-of fiction- 
monger, Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage. This 
was indeed a departure, as ordinarily 
I spend the weekly holiday in reading, 
Bleeping, or visiting friends or museums. 
` Theater goers do not find it easy to 
harmonize the Sunday nomenclature of 
this theater with that of the other days of 
the week. Sundays at 4 P m., the theater 
becomes a house, and seats pews, the 
stage a platform, the auditors sheep, and 
the clown or star à D.D. The naturalness 
of six days of the week disappears and 
there is substituted & hazy teneion in the 
people's feelings and minds, which fits 
them for treason, stratagem, and spoils. 
The Christian religion is all right, provid- 
ing people properly consider it as farce 
comedy, though too often tragic, When 
in the haze of imagization, if one allows 
himself or herself to become lost to all rea- 
son and merely wrapped in sentimentality, 
then religion is déspicable, bat when con- 
sidered as a variety of amusement merely 
to pass the time away, then it is all right 
to sing ** Praise God from whom all bless- 
ings flow," and listen to the fancy sketch- 
es of the preachers. The Christian relig- 
ion is merely a device, a counterfeit, a 
shroud, a fraud; offered to a race that 
would rather do almost anything else than 
work to supply their physical needs; hence 
Christianity asks the question, ‘‘ What 
does it profita man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” No man 
can gain more than a little portion of the 
whole world, but every person loses his 
soul at death, 

As expected, the doctor conducted him- 
self in a gentlemanly manner, and aside 
from the broad lesson of brotherhood run- 
ning through his discourse, it contained 
no more substance than a vat of skimmed 
milk, In personal appearance he does not 
quite so much as usual remind one of the 
evolution theory, owing to the disappear- 
ance of hair from his cheeks. The doctor 
announces that he is good for twenty 
years yet, so the inference is that he is 
merely holding out against time, 

Policemen attend Talmage's meetings 
in official capacity. Instead of guus stand- 
ing about the place of worship asin Puri- 
tanical days, now there are hired guardians 
of the peace with firearms in their pockets. 
The payment of twenty. fivecents, however, 
admits of entrance at a side door to a front 
seat, thus avoiding the erowd and danger 
of having the pockets picked. 

After ‘‘our friend, the artist,” as the 


of the Sunday laws as yet presented. - The 
Sunday laws are a dead letter here, but if 
they should be enforced I hav no doubt it 
would rouse public sentiment against 
them. T think it will take something of 


that character to stir people to any action. 


I think it would be hard to convict be- 
fore a jury for ** Sabbath-breaking," as it 


would be difficult to draw a jury of which 
at least one-half were not ‘‘ Sabbath- 
breakers” themselvs. Let us not be dis- 
couraged. Public sentiment is slowly but 
surely turning toward Freethought, 

By the way, several of your correspond- 
ents, in mentioning that splendid book, 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
hav expressed themselvs as pleased with 
the definition of Freethought as given in 
the ‘opening chapter. I mention this to 
ask you to copy it for the benefit of your 
readers who are not fortunate enough to 
hav the privilege of reading it in the book. ' 

Ihav madé several attempts to get some 
subscribers for you in this *‘ liberal ” oom- 
munity, but without success, Judging: 
from my own observation and experience, 
the ‘‘ liberal Christians” are nearly if not 
quite the equals of the regular ‘‘ orthodox 
Christians” when it comes to the question 
of ''bigoiry," pure and simple. The 
society here has recently hired & minister 
io preach one-half of the time. Two 
weeks ago I wrote him a letter respect- 
fully asking him to giv his. views of the 
passages of scripture where the Lord hard- 
ened Pharaoh's heart, and the miracles 
in connection therewith, ending with the 
eatastrophe to his hosts in the Red sea. 
Also to reconcile the Mosaic account of 
creation with scientific facts. Also to giv 
his opinion of the higher criticism of the 
Bible, as touched upon in the Briggs trial 
and controversy, and I promised to go and 
hear him if he would announce his subject. 
My daugbter has just returned from meet- 
ing and she says he made no announce. 
ment nor any allusion whatever to the 
matter, so I suppose he has not the cour 
age to discuss such ‘‘live subjects.” and I 
expect he will keep on threshing out the 
old straw of proving universal salvation 
from the ** holy.scriptures.” 

I do not think I could name a man or 
woman who is a regular attendaut and 
supporter of the society who would dare 
to take Tug TRUTH Semxer from the post- 
cffice and be known as a regular subscriber 
if you would send it free. ` ' 

I am sorry that you still see fit to allow 
the discussion of economic questions, 
finance, protection, and free trade, in your 
paper. The two articles in the last paper 
on these subjects, I must say, contain more 
assertions and assumptions entirely with- 
out foundation in fact, from my point of 
view, than any newspaper articles I re- 
member reading lately. They do not 
change my opinion in the least, nor do I 
think a reply would change the opin- 
ions of. the writers a particle, and I again 
respeotfully enter my protest against low- 
ering the plane of the discussions in your 
columns below the discussions of morals 
and.the general principles involved in the 
** Nine Demands.” 

I hav in the past and shall in the future 
sacrifice partisan associations on economic 
questions when I go to the polls whenever 
they conflict in political action with the 
**Nine Demands,” I desire to say that I 
hav written out a short statement of my 
opinions on ethical subjects, and made ar- 
rangements, and given directions in writ- 
ing, that my funeral shall be secular, that 
no priest or.clergyman shall assist in the 
services, that my statement of opinions 
shall be a part of the services, and that the 
proceeding shall be sent to Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER for publication. My family 
promis me that my wishes shall be carried 


out if they survive me. I made these ar- 
rangements some two and a half years ago. 
I do not know of any Secular funerals 
béing held nearer to this place than New 
York city, and I suppose it may be difficult 
to make a start of that kind in this locality. 
I hold myself in readiness to coóperate 
and assist at any Secular funeral in West- 
ern New York when my services may be 
desired. I think I could conduct such 
servicesacceptably. I think Freethinkers 
owe it to themselvs to establish the cus- 
tom of Secular burials and not ailow the 
votaries of superstition to conduct a farce 
over their dead bodies. Let every Free- 
thinker who thinksas I do, who reads this, 
make such arrangements as I hav in writ- 
ing, and do it now, before he is à week 
older. Geo. L. Prart, 
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Children’s Gorner. 


‘Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations " 
Thatis known as the Children's Hour. 


A Call from a Sea-Shell Horn. 


The larkspur blew her speckled shell 
To call me ot one summer morn; 

A lark was singing at the well; 
The red-rose bloomed along the corn. 


Wild-peas shook ont their crimson sails 
While floating by to fairy-land; 

‘The blue-bells warmed the windy gales— 
“The '" man-root" b'ossom kissed my hand. 


Catalpa trees, in white array, 

Made room for mother-birds below, 
And wild canaries came that way 

` As golden lamps on bows of snow. 


Small grasses set their silver stars 

As though the sun was nearing noon; 
My stately rosin-weed had bars 

That balanced to the red-start’s tune. 


A flower whose heart was just a burr 

Stood high and smoothed her yellow hair; 
The pale blue violets bowed to her, 

Since she had gorgeous robes to wear. 


The flaming dock had pink balloons 
As buttons on a sailor'3 vest, 

And hid through all the whispering Junes 
Some ground-bird in her lowly nest. 


The blue-grass mat ‘neath cherry-tree 
Invited me within the shade, 

And, while T rested, sang to me 
The changes ten short years had made. 


That forest space wa? then a plain 

With buffalo and antelope, 
That when the t" whites brought bees and rain,” 

Went with the red-men o'er the slope. 

Many BAIRD.FINCH. 

*The " man-root" plaut I hav never seen ex- 
cepting in northern Nebraska. Is grows a great 
root resembling & beet, and I hay been told by 
reliable pers: ns that it atta ns a size correspond- 
ing tothebody of a mau. It blooms the third 
xear from planting the seed. The blossom is a 
deep crimson eup that opens and closes like the 
mornine-glorv. I had one plant in my yard in 
Nebraska, and sent seeds to Aunt Elmina, who 
will probably hav some soon to send to her 
triende. 

tThe Indians hav said the white man brought 
the bees and rain. 

i 


A Dispute. 
Tom and Joe quarreled, 
I've heard people tell, 
About a queer animal 
Hid in a shell. 

“I tell vou it walks, sir!" 
Said Tommy to Joe. 

“It swims!” cried Joe loudly. 

“Tve seen, and I know!” 

“It walka!” **No, it swims!” 
And the boys grew quite wroth, 
But the turtle peeped out, 
Saying, ‘I can do both!” 

—— 

A little girl in Gorman, on first dis- 
covering the electric lights, and seeing the 
moon st the same time, propounded this 
conundrum: 

** Mamma, does God know that we hav 
got electric lights?” f 

** Yes,” replied the mother, ‘‘he must 
know it, because he knows everything." 

“Then, mamma, why don’t he take in 
the moon?" 


—Á—— 
Correspondence. 


Canon COrrx, Cor., Feb. 22, 1895. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: Despite the prophecy 
that Washington's birthday would be one 
of the coldest days of the season, itis lovely 
in the extreme. The surrounding moun- 
tains, in the lucid sir and dazzling sun- 
light, are glorious. Save for the absence 
of bursting buds and shooting grass, it is 
a spring day. The birds are chirping jar 
and near, and a friendly bee, which—with 
its companions—has been awaiting spring, 
is happy making melody to my ear. 

I attend to most of my correspondence 
Sundays and holidays. 1 shall spend a 
part of this one with my Corner friends, 
We are supposed to observe this day in 
remembrance of the Vanderbilt of his 
time, ‘‘our own" George Washington. 
Only yesterday I heard, at one of these 
observances, the expression: *'He is all 
our own." You can imagin my feelings of 
gratitude that I should be a shareholder 
in such 2 legacy. I fear, however, that, 
through modern modes of speculation, the 
stock has been slightly watered. 

We were amused at Geo. Macdonald’s 
“Observations” in last week's TRUTH 
SzExER regarding that individual who, 
according to the latest information I hav 
been able to obtain, will occupy a reserved 
seat in the New Jerusalem. My informant 
is a man of ‘‘Christian sincerity.” He 
spoke in a manner calculated to impress 
his audience with the assurance that he 
was epeaking ‘‘ the truth, the whole truth, 


and notbing but the truth,” The speaker 


was a man of no previous note. He made 
a revelation, however, that, so far as this 
affiant can testify, has never before been 
made to the world. Permit me to explain, 
It was on the occasion of a school celebra- 
tion of the birthday of this same George 
Washington. There had been rehearsed 
a number of time-magnified reviews of his 
life, of which he undoubtedly would hav 
been proud had he been present. At the 
close of these reviews of the noble charac- 
ter and god-like virtues of that angelic 
personage who ‘‘never told a lie,” the 
teacher extended a general invitation to 
‘the visitors present. Several responded. 
One or two speeches were made regarding 
the best method of climbing the ‘‘ladder 
of knowledge.” It was also shown how 
bravely, and with what agility, the little 
George had stepped from one round to the 
next. However, the climax was not reached 
until there emerged from obscurity this 
candidate for fame who had never before 
been known to ‘“‘speak in public on the 
stage,” except in ‘‘experience meetings.” 
Ali were electrified. Silence reigned su- 
preme. After building numerous castles 
of virtue about the memory of his hero, 
assuming an air of ministerial dignity, he 
exclaimed: ** George Washington was the 
greatest man who ever lived, except Jesus 
Christ." This revelation, as I hav termed 
it, may seem to some a small matter. 
However, when we consider the vast pos- 
sibilities thereof, we will see its importance 
as also the importance of the celebration. 
The ‘‘father of bis country,” being next 
to the greatest man who ever lived, will 
certainly be permitted to occupy next to 
the greatest seat ever occupied by man. 
The world has long been in possession of 
& picture—wholly imaginary—in which 
God—the old Jewish Jehovah—is the cen- 
tral figure. At his left hand is the Holy 
Ghost (whoever or whatever that may 
mean); at his right, his only son, Jesus 
Christ. Now, at the right hand of Christ 
is the ‘‘father of his country.” This is of 
particular importance to ‘‘Infidels,” as 
well as to all others who may be the lucky 
stockholders in this inestimable boon. If 
we, as a nation, observe regularly, care- 
fully, prayerfully this birthday which will, 
‘*no preventing providence,” * come again 
next year at the.same time,” as well as for 
some succeeding years, he—our national 
father—sitting at the right hand may, 


‘peradventtre, put a bug in the right ear of 


‘Our Savior." In this event our ‘calling 
and election ” js sure. I am, for strategy, 
Yours, ORELLA Looxx. 


P.S.—I do not wish to underrate the good 
that Washington did, but merely make 
this criticism as an illustration of the man- 
ner in which enthusiasts enlarge upon his 
good deeds, and overlook or obliterate 
what others did. We should giv him his 
deserved praise, but we should not forget 
others, of whom I will mention Thomas 
Paine and Thomas Jefferson. 

Yours for justice, O. L. 


[Of course, earthly fathers look out for 
their own, whether the heavenly one does 
or not. If anybody gets to heaven, we 
shall, without doubt. —E». C. C.] 


BALLWIN, Mo., Feb. 26, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As it has been quite 
a while since I wrote to the Corner, 1 will 
try to write again. The snow is just melt- 
ing off. It has been on the ground for 
four long weeks, and I am glad to see it 
go. Ilikethe spring best. Wheat, corn, 
potatoes, and fruits are the chief products 
of St. Louis county. We liv just twenty 
miles from St. Louis; we go in every week. 
We liv on a farm of 120 acres. The near- 
est town is a mile and a half from us. We 
liv on a very high hill, and hava fine 
view and can see St. Louis from our 
porch. The Merrimac river is just a mile 
and a half from our place. We go skating 
in winter and boating in summer. Itisa 
very pretty river in summer with its little 
green islands, large willows overhanging 
its banks, and the red bluffs towering 
above, with now and then a stray cedar 
sticking in some crevice. We hav a 
miniature waterfall on our farm; it is jast 
lovely in the spring, its banks covered 
with moss, ferns, and violets. They hav 
just finished a fine Catholic church near 
as, while the poor, ignorant Dutch women 
wear rags and wooden shoes, when they 
might hav decent dresses and shoes were 
it not that they giv their money to the 
church. 

Well, as my letter is getting rather long 
I will close. Yours for Liberalism, 

Cora LANE. 

P.S.—I would be delighted to hav any 
of the boys or girls of the Corner write 
to me—P. O. box 15. 

(Cors's home must be in a lovely spot, 
and Cora must be a bright and lovely girl, 
from whom we shall always be pleased to 
hear.— Ep. C. C.] 
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IMAGINATION IN DREAMS AND THEIR Brupx. 
By Frederick Greenwood. London: 
John Lane. New York: Macmillan & 
Oo. Cloth, 12mo., 198 pp. Price, $1.75. 
This volume is intended to be a study of 

dreams which are ** psychologically inform- 
ing, or that testify to the powers of imag- 
ination in sleep." The author thinks that 
there will be no difficulty in ‘‘ distinguish- 
ing between dreams that hav a scientific 
interest and those that hav none, or, if 
there be any difficulty,” this work may 
serve to diminish ıt, It is conceded that 
the imagination caunot portray what has 
not been seen by the eye, or entered into 
the channel of the senses through the read- 
ing of books, the contemplation of pict- 
ures, or by means of conversation. In all 
the imaginings concerning ‘‘ heaven” 
which hav been given to the world there 
has been nothing pictured that was not the 
counterpart of some thing or the combina- 
tion of two or more things known on this 
earth. ‘‘Imagination in Dreams" is ap- 
parently written in an unprejudiced spirit 
and no doubt will be found to be interest- 
ing and suggestiv. 
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28 Lafavetta Place, New York. 
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. By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $s. l 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. i 


ANNANN Nn IPSI NIIS 


PORE 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all: the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 


_ stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 


hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 


multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact : 


that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 


_ undoubtedly to many.they will also be the most attractive—and 


properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 


per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the | 


nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 


sent out,and now we know what the recipients think of their - 
. investment. . Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 


not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 


As for the subject matter of Four HumpnEp Yzans or Feer- .- ^ 


THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5, With "The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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BETTER WORLD. 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 
For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecou d 


868 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 


$6000 0000 


O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 

side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
goin bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” . 

There is something of * Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. .It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A. Refutatión of the Argu- 
ment That Nature kx- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


^ 


i dd 


-— 
60000000000 QUU 


TACTO a 


LITT 


SYNOPSIS: 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Lntinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 


eneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
-His Processes Are E rogiously Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, ` 
They Often Serve No Use, . 
They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. 
[V. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument 18 Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. : 
VIL. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing & Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


INVI SUIS AIR 


Price, 15 centa. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, N Y. 


(CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas. touching all forms or religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. lt 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper, 50 cents in cloth. 

: Address THE TRUTH SEEK«R CO. 


Address 


COLUMBIAS FOR 1895. 


A Highly Artistic Catalogue Sets Forth 
the inerits of these Famous 
Bicycles. 

Noted artists occasionally condescend to 
lend their aid to make a trade catalogue 
beautiful, and this has evidently been the 
ease with the new handbook of Columbia 


of a physician of broad and long experience is 
desired, is welcome to state the casé to me, in 

ergon or by letter, (sending return ostage) and 
Twiüladvise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
send, if wanted, my ** Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health," “dr, E, B, Foote, 122 Lex, AV., NEW YORK, 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


. O? this valuable book the London *" Free- 
thinker” says: * Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an éasy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
s Lafayette olaca, New Yors 


Tar TRUTA SEEkKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ ALMANAO- FOR 1895. New 
York: Tne Truth Seeker Oo., 25 cents. 
This almanac stands entirely upon the 

foundation of the naturalistic 1nterpreta- 

tion of world development; it is in a free, 
breezy style, and offers good, substantial 
reading matter in abundance. — Milwaukee 

Friedenker. 


$100 Reward, $100. 


The readers of this paper will be pleased to 
learn that there is at leastone dreaded disease 
that science has been able to cure in all its stages 
and that is Catarrh. Hall's Catarrh Cure is the 
only positive cure now known to the medical 
fraternity. Uatarrh bcing a constitutional dis- 
ease requires & constitutional treatment. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acting directly 
upon the blood and mucous surfaces of th» sys- 
tem, thereby destroying the foundation of the 
disease, and giving the pati-nt strength by build- 
ing up the constitution and assisting nature in 
doing its work. The proprietors have so much 
faith in its onrative powers, that they offer One 
Hundred Dollars for any case that it fails to cure. 
Send for circulars and testimonials. Address 

. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, Ò. 
I^ Sold by Druggists, 750. 


A!bert M. Lorentz, LL.B., in a recent 
publication by the Truth Seeker Company, 
attempts to prove that ‘‘The pursuit of 
pleasure is the sine qua non of intellectual, 
moral, and social development, and that 
the promotion of pleasure is the duty of 
philanthrophy and statesmanship.” ‘Che 
book is called **Pleasure and Progress,” 
and handles some social practices without 
gloves, the author uphoiding the theory 
that all legislation regarding morality is 
wasted time, that men should be per- 
suaded to do ght because it is easier and 
pleasanter than to do wrong.— Omaha 
Bee, 


À Pound of Facts 


is worth oceans of theories. More infants are 
successfully raised on the Gail Borden Eagle 
Brand Condensed Miik than upon any other food. 
Infant Health is a valuable pamphlet for mothers. 
Send your address to the New York Condensed 
Milk Company, New York. 


bicycles, just issued. From the rich and 


striking cover to the last of the dainty 


sketches that adorn the broad margins, 
the. tell-tale marks that show the hand of 
well-known contributors to Life, Vogue, 
and theleading magazines are every where 
apparent. The idea skilifully carried out 
in the illustrations is that of sport and 
travel. The book will long be preserved 
as one of the handsomest art works of the 
year. It is as little like the ordinary 
trade catalogue as well can be, and yet it 
cleverly tells of the merits of Columbia 
bicycles for 1895, and also of lower-priced 
machines, Hartfords. No lover of bicy- 
cling or of beautiful books should neglect 
sending for the Columbia Catalogue. It 
can be had by calling upon Columbia 
agents, or it will be sent by mail for two 
2-cent stamps. Address Publishing Dept., 
Pope Mfg. Co., Hartford, Conn. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUA 


Price, 25 centes, 
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JY ot for Parsons. 

A Faw Sundays ago a clergyman in Ire- 
land made the following aunouncemeant: 
“Next Sunday, in this church, the Rv. 
Mr. —— will renounce the errors of Rome 
for those of Protestantism.”’ 


** was sorry, Willie,” said his Sunday- 
school teacher, ‘‘to see you keep your seat 
when the superintendent asked all those 
who wanted to go to heaven to rise. Don’t 
you want to go to heaven?”  ''Yes'm." 
“Then why didn't you rise?" ‘‘Oos he 
didn't hav no right to tell me to rise, 
ma’am.” answered Willie. ‘‘ He ain't no 
angel Gabriel." 


AT the sacrament a priest gave, without 
` perceiving it, a bone counter instead of 
the wafer. The communicant, thinking it 
would melt, patiently waited and sucked, 
but withouteffect. The priest, seeing him 
hesitate, irquired what was the matter. 
“ Matter.” said he, ‘*I hope your rever- 
ence has not made a mistake and given me 
God the Father? Heis so hard and tough 
there is no swallowing him." 


, 
** T po wish we had not made this trip,' 
said the candid daughter of a Texas mill. 
jonaire, who had taken his family to the 
Holy Land; I always used to dream of 
Palestine as a land where strange things 
might hav happened, because it was so. far 
away and perhaps so different from home. 
But these weeds just look like sage brush 
and—excuse the remark —these ‘ hares’ are 
just like our Bastrop county jack rabbits." 
The Oriental Isis, unveiled, reveals many 
propensities of a Cook county medium.— 
Feliz L. Oswald, in Open Court. 


SWEAR AT 'EM, DANIEL.” 

One of the early ministers of Windham, 
notwithstanding his manifold duties, owned 
and cultivated a large farm, on which he 
gave constant employment to several hands, 
and he usually looked after the details in 
person, bnt, when unable to do go, his chief 
factotum wasone Daniel ——, a hard-work- 
ing, faithful fellow, and **a mighty hunter 
by field and flood," but devotedly attached 
to the parson, for whose interest he labored 
early and late a long term of years. 

He had, however, one habit which 
greatly annoyed his employer—he was 
terribly profane. Many and solemn were 
the rebukes administered by the parson, 
but all to no purpose; swear he would and 
swear he did on the slightest provocation, . 
and the good minister almost despaired of 

his reformation. . 

' Now, the story goes that his reverence 
at one time owned a yoke of oxen that 
often refused to pull at the most critical 
moment, and on euch occasions they were 
sure to be treated to a well- selected assort- 
ment of Daniel’s choicest oaths, which, he 
maintained, always accelerated their loco- 
motion. 

One day as the parson sat quietly con- 
ning bis next Sunday’s sermon, he heard 
a tremendous outery in the direction of his 
hayfield. 

Going to the door to ascertain the cause, 
hesaw that a shower was rapidly approach- 
ing, while a big load of hay, slowly wend. 
ing its way to the. barn, was in imminent 
danger of being caught by the coming 
rain, and Daniel, as he frantically urged. 
on the balky team, was making the air 
tremulous with his blasphemy. 

This was too much for the good man to 
bear. He left his study, and with rapid 
strides soon raached the scene, when he 


curtly ordered Daniel to stop his awful. 


profanity. ‘‘But,” replied the veteran, 
**jf I don’t swear these oxen won't pull." 

The parson expressed a most unqualified 
‘disbelief in the statement, and taking the 
goad stick, he addressed the team in a 
calm, easy fmanner. They stopped short, 
and refused to budge another inch. He 
still continued in his mild, persuasiv strain, 
but they simply gaz-d in apparert aston- 
ishment at such an uvwonted state of 
affairs. What was to be done at this criti- 
eal juncture? 

The black clouds mounted higher and 
higher in the hesvens, the lightning flashed 


brighter and brighter along the ragged | 


edges of the storm, the thunder rolled 
nearer and nearer each moment, the wind 
sighed fitfully among the neighboring tree 
tops, and already a few big drops heralded 
the coming tempest. Stilt the oxen stood 
as if rooted to the spot. 

This was past endurance, and dropping 
the goad-stick, his reverence shouted, 
**Daniel, Daniel, come and swear at them 
a little easy, a little easy, now, Daniel!" 

What followed verifies the old adage: 
‘Giv some men an inch and they will 
take an ell" for, with a muttered ‘‘I told 
you so!” the teamster sprarg to the side of 
his team, and, wild y flourishinga pitchfork 
over their beads, he tet loose a torrent of 
the most horrible profanity ever heard 
within the limits of the township, the re- 
sult of which was that the cattle gazed a 
moment as if in fear, and then starting on 
the run, landed the load safely in the barn 
just as the shower came down in earnest; 
and it is also stated the minister never 
again admonished his teamster in regard 
to his language.— Samuel T. Dole, in 
Narragansett Sun, 
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» PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, ox 
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PIANOS! PIANOS! 


8995; - 250; - $275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Ohi- 


eago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 


country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World’s Fair; Mr. 
Gzoras STzck, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

« This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” i 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sranor Fasan, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

«I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Teura Seeger readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. .We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Ohi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG € SON, Atchison, Kan. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand, 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YOU Tak 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson Whittier Longfellow. and other : octs 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 
py and bright ?—SkND.ro&. A copy.—Green cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 cents. 


ALL styles of watches from $15 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo.. 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52119 


ESTABLISHED 1805. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


Fruits and Vegetables. 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 
BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY. 


SPECIALTIES : 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or 
anges, Lemons, Cranb:rrics, Pineapples, 
Grapes, Peache-, Pears, Plums, Mel- 

, ons, Apples, Berries. ; 
Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
toes, C lery, Beets. Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash, Crab Ap- 
ples, Egg Plant. 


Special_attention paid to filling orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese. and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 


$679,694,439. 


a. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


` in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in th» several States 
and territories and in all Cities having 925.000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged aa to show at 
& glance the reiative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading D-nominations and Denominations. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- . 
terest to certain Cities, States. and, Sections, all 
compari: ons being based upon official figures. 

, This pamphlet is the only one of the kino pub-. 
lished. In no other work are the acts, figures,. 
and arguments to be found. The figures. eing: 
derived from the Government Cer.sus of 1890. i 
not be superseded until the cen us of 1900 shall 

ave been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. Thearguments are unanswerable 

.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon, 
as the injustize of church exemption is suffere 
»0 3xist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pabushed specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxatioz the following 
eoductions are made: 


en copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies, - . . " 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - . 8.00 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Addrerne THE TR SEEKER. New York. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


ConTENTS—The Fagen Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. : riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Con:emporary Evidence. Paley s" Evidences of 
Christiani v" Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul, DidJesus Kise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The F rst Four Ohristian Centu- 
ries. À Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price. Cleth. $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bzv. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Ovfas.15 "ente Address this offica 


À NEW EDIIION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidences, 
and Kerly Hi.torcy of Curis iantiepe 


Never Before or El-ewhere +o Fully and Faith- 
fully Set Forta. 


By REV. ROBERT 1AYLOR, D.D. 
PBIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28Lafavette place, New York. 


ARE YOU DEAF? 
Don’t You Want to Hear? 

NW wi'llhelpycu if you do. It 

HE AURAPHONE iva Tce t s ientitl' 1nven- 
tion whics wi.lre tore the hearing of a* v one 
not born deaf. “hen in the ear itis invisible. 

and «oes noc c; use tae slightest disco: fort. 1 

is to the ear what glasses are ty the eye, an ear 
spectacle. I^close a -tamp for particulars, Can 

betested free of charge at 

The Auraphone Co’s Offices: 


7 AG Metropolitar B’ld’g, Madison Sq., New York 
8 
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moral. But we are so far away from those 
eras that many hardly remember their 
lesson; which is & pity, for such lessons 
are costly, and, if forgotten, can some- 
times only be recovered at a heavier cost. 
The lesson taught by every effort to re- 
press honest and publie discussion of any 
subject whatever is that all such efforts 
are revolutionary. Every honest man in 
prigon is tenfold more dangerous than fire 
burning near fire-damp. The majesty of 
law is defiled when the innocent are pun- 
ished deliberately with the guilty.—Mon- 
cure D. Conway. 


Gems of Ghought. 


Ws lie to our children—in the interests 
of morality.— Grant Allen. 


AN infinitude of tenderness is the chief 


gift and inheritance of all truly great . 
—John Ruskin, Pept yee 


I po not believe even eye-witnesses when 
they tell me things opposed to common 
sense,— Voltaire. 


A MAN is to carry himself in the presence 
of all opposition as if everything were 
titular and ephemeral but he.—AR. W, 
Emerson. Í 


SvwPATHYy may become so insistent a 
motiv, so imperious in its demand for sat- 
isfaction, that the heart must needs comply 
as if it were obeying an ethical hunger. 
The starving man will rob in order to still 
his craving, and the soul which is stirred 
by the generous current of pity for mis. 
fortune will rob itself of ease and posses. 
sions in order, through the gloom of self- 
sacrifice, to win relief for the suffsrer and 
inner peace for itself. 'The process is as 
natural as breathing, or clothing one's 
body. No celestial force is required to 
setit going. No divine code is needed to 
direct it. The reign of sympathy must be 
established by the efforts of those men and 
women who are endowed with the most 
abundant share of its saving grace.—F. J. 
Gould. | 


TzuosE who hav not a strong sense of 
what is just to themselvs, are Jikewise 
deficient in a sense of what ie just to their 
fellow-men. This has long been a common 
remark.— Herbert Spencer. 


In art, and in literature, the morality 
that is eloquent for ideals and opulent with 
valiant inspirations, often asks for bread 
in vain and falls into a neglected grave. 
Servility to popular idols ** pays better. 
—Amos Waters. i 


Waar strange rage possesses some peo- 
ple to insist on our all being miserable? 
"They are like & quack, who would fain 
.hav us believe we are ill, in order to sell 
-us his pills. Keep thy drugs, my friend, 
and leave me my health.— Voltaire. 


Vores may hav only immediate signifi- 
cance, and legislation may be gross as well 
as virtuous, and only a passing and awk- 

` ward factor in racial growth, but it shows 

ihe flow of the stream, and hints of the 

senecionee of a nation.—Horace L. Trau- 
el, 


/Pond’s 
Extract. 


WEIGHT IN GOLD 


Cures Female Complaints, 


To attack the king was treason; to dis- 

. pute the priest was blasphemy. For many 
centuries the sword: and cross were allies. 
Together they attacked the rights of man. 
They defended each other. The throne 

_and the altar were twins—two vultures 
from the same egg.— Ingersoll. 


. _By the death of Frederick Douglass, one 

of the most romantic and heroic characters 
of this age has passed away. Of all the 
men who hay risen out of obscurity into 
prominence in this country, he has trav- 
eled the longest way, passing from slavery 
to a greatness that was international. His 
' memory will be long cherished. He him- 
self is the conclusiv answer to the narrow 
logic of the lover of caste and the advocate 
of race injustice; — Unity. 


WnuzwokE the influence of our churches? 
By what agency hav they awed the masses 
into silence, and even thrones into obedi- 

_ ence? By what means hav they succeeded 
in sowing sectarianism, setting man against 
his fellow, and threatening eternal infamy 
to all who would not kneel at their dark 
and dominant shrine? The Bible! Faith 
in the supernatural origin of that book is 
the secret source of priestly ascendency 
throughout Christendom, While that 
delusion prevails there is no hope for free- 
dom in Europe, — Robert Cooper. 


- Ir we judge of men by what they hav 
.done, then Voltaire is incontestably the 
tnt writer of modern Europe. No 

other] one has caused, through the power- 
iul intiuence of his genius alone and the 
. perseverance of his will, so great a com- 
motion in the minds of men. 


Neuralgia, Piles, Sores, 


Bruises and ALL PAIN. 


CHEAP SUBSTITUTES 
DO NOT CURE. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ure of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THERE are some ugly chapters in English | ,. MC 
history connected with attempts to Sup: Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
press conviction, to throttle its expression A Lecture . 


By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book cf 58 pages, fall of scientific 
thougut. The stor of this gre:t scientist's lifa 
and works read: like an enchanting tale. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place. Now York City 
a IE UNDAE ÓN 


Researches in Oriental History, 


. EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastriauism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
fourth Hattton. 


Part I.—HResearches in Jewish History; ten chap 


50c. BARGAINS 


sfuisiPumunyny wr IN ROSES and PLANTS. 
We want your trade, hence we offer these cheap 
bargains well knowing that once a customer 
of ours, always one. Please tell your neigh- 
bors about it. 
Set A—10 Ever-blooming Roses, 10 Colors. . 500 
** B—10 Prize Winning Ohrysanthemums 50o 
€—10 Lovely Fuchsias, all different... 500 
D—8 Fragrant Onrnation Pinks.. 50o 
E—15 Ohoicest Rainbow Pansies........ 50C 
F—12 Sweet Scented double Tubo Roses 50o 
“ Q—10 Elegant Geraniums, al! different 50o 
 I—8. Flowering Begonias, choice kinds 50o- 
* J—i10 Vines and Plants, suitablo for 
Vases and Baskets... .. .. .. .... 500 
“ K-12 Magnificent Coleus, bright colors 50c 
** T,—4 Ohoice Decorative Palms, elegant 50o 
* M—4 Dwarf Ever-blooming Fr. Oannas lo 
** N—20 Packets Flower Seeds, all kinds 50o 
NO TWO ALIKE IN THESE SETS. 
Any 3 sets for $1.25, any 5 for $2. 
.By mail postpaid, safe arrival and satisfac- 
tion guaranteed. Order by the letters from 
this advertisement now as these introductory 
sets not in catalogue. This book contains 
everything you need for the garden and house, 
e mail it for 10c. in Stamps. Wo ore the larg- 
est rose growers in the world. Over one anda 
llion roses sold each year. 


: The GOOD & REESE CO., 
Champion City Greenhouses, 
Box 267 SPRINGFIELD, OHIO. 


"ers. 
| Part EL Rosearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
&pters. 
Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 
Part Ne Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap. 
ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH 
| COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York OE R 


under pretense of its being wicked or im- | Intercourse Between the Siul and Body.” 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. 
Interesting b ok- by same author: ' Fou 
ing Doctrines,” 217 pp.. 75 ents. *“ Divine Love 
and wisdom,” 248 pp., 75 cents. ' Divine Prov- 
idence,” 308 op, o .«n.s, “Conjugal Lov -,” 472 
pp. $1. ''Tru» Chris ian, ReLgion,” 982 pp, 
$160 ** Ap calypse Explai: ed," Vols. 1, 2 8,4 
each, $1. nd for. Descriptive Catalogue,:0 the 
American Swedencorg Printi g and Publishing 
Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Price, 5 cents. 
“ Four Lead- 


In the nature of things, 
l BAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL .- ' 
* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish ‘the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonél’s new lecture entitled 


All About the. 
. Holy Bible 
Just published ina large and hand- 


some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel InarrsoLL’s great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


*An intellectual ocean, whose waves 


touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture- by InarrsoLL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


ac. IILLUSTRATED 


By Carey K. Jurist. . 


The text is poetical and the. Illustrations are 


fearful for ministers to behold. 


There &re 70 broad pages and the price is only 


50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette el, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False "Teaching of the Christian 
Church. 


broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. 


or trying to induce the Deit 
crusade of one against the 
Price, 10 cents. 


to unde 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents, 


t Annas TUR TONTO QRERYR 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


` ` 


Ad- 


**The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor, 


“Think of 
aminister’s praying God to. kill grasshoppers, 
ake a 


olorado beetle!" 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groraz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro« 
fexsed naturalists. . 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regari:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- - 
put organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . - 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change, which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy o : . 

ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Ohicago. The author is also 
the heroiae. The narrative is, in the main, & his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the 


Price, 2 canta. Address 


rest of the world. 


‘THE TRUTH SERRER. 
Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason. and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, 10 Cents, For sale at this Office. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR $ 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


` OoMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price. 91.50 Wo «ala «t PA'S OTRIQE 


MATRIMONIAL. 


A Texas business man re:pectfully invites cor- 
respondence with a mat. re and cuitiva.ed lady 
who is an Agnosticand has aearrelatives of sim 
ilar views. Object, matrimony. 

Adress, ‘J.D M ,” care l'ruth Seeker Co., 
4t10 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Pocket Theology. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo 
Dunina OF aante 


Magica] termo 


PORTIERS ENEIT ONS de aet 
duana SU M Es 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. O experience New Tarif ill giyes 
unlimited rofits, active men apply Quickly stating 
and territory wanted. Anufacturers 
P. 9. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. : 


"9 9-9- 
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en cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

N giving causes and symptoms of the com- 

Ei plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

: mportant medical discovery—an Out- 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences Of suc- 
cess, Address, pr. R. P. FELLOWS, 


Say where you saw this adver. ~ Vineland, N. J- 


NOW READ THIS! s 
Dr. Fellows is.a stanch LIBERAL and a ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASE 
OF MEN for twenty yesrs, and his remedies are - 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afilicted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 23, 1895. 


"A ‘i D s ; ECL gt pL 
RD a ne A 


T ‘<2 


SOME MORE DREAM BUSINESS. 


And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own countr 


another way.— Matt. ii, 12. 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Turret men near Ingram, Mich., were 
killed by poison which they were using to 
destroy wolves. 


Sma rox is spreading from St. Louis, 
carried by the attendants at the races, 
having reached Lexington, Ky., and 
Maryville, Mo. 


Jaran is besieging the Island of For- 
moss, and it is rumored that she will 
demand it as part of the fruit of the con- 
quest of China. 


AT a hotel fire at Mackeysville, West 

Va., on March 18 three persons lost their 

` liveg and four were severely, probably 
fatally, burned. 


Nzanny 10,000 men employed by the 
coke companies controlled by H. O. Frick 
will receive a fifteen per cent increase of 
wages an April 1. 


GznBY's Whipping Post bill was de- 
feated in the New York Assembly, after 
having passed the Senate, by the close 
vote of 58 for to 57 against. 


Tue supreme court of Illinois decides 
that the law forbidding the employment 
of women for more than eight hours a day 
in shops is unconstitutional. 


Jupez IxaBAHAM, of this city, holds that 
persons can play billiards on Sunday with- 
out violating the Iaw if they do so out of 
sight and hearing of other people. 


Tux California legislature has voted -to 
submit to the people of the state for ratifi- 
cation or rejection a constitutional amend- 
ment giving the suffrage to women. 


Tue courts hav been suspended and the 
entire Isthmus, comprising one of the 
nine departments of the United States of 
Colombia, has been put under martial 
law. 


Tux Georgia Women’s Press Olub has 
withdrawn from the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs because the Federation 
admitted three Negro Women’s Press 
Clubs from Indiana and Illinois. 


GALVESTON has at last secured deep wa- 
terin her harbor. The Pilot’s Association 
officially announces that there are now 18 
feet onthe bar. It means much to Galves- 
ton and to the West and Northwest. 


Gzorce Dyr, white, living at Athens, 
Ga., died two years ago, leaving $125,000 
to seven illegitimate Negro children. The 
will was contested, but the third trial, just 
concluded, resulted in a decision in favor 
of the legatees. 


In the London County Council Mr. Ar- 
nold (Progressiv) was elected chairman 
over the Duke of Norfolk, who is thus de- 
soribed: Sir Henry Fitzalan Howard, K. 
G., Duke of Norfolk, Earl of Arundel, 
Surrey and Norfolk. Baron Fitz-Alan, 
Clun, Oswaldestre and Maltravers, Wari 
Marshal and Hereditary Marshal of Eng- 
land, is Premier Duke immediately after 
the Princes of the Blood Royal, and is 
Premier Earl. His pedigree is traced to 
Saxon origin. 


Tur Spanish cruiser Reina Regenta 
foundered off the Morocco coast during 
a gale last week. She had a crew of 420 
officers and men, all of whom are supposed 
to hav been lost. She had just conveyed 
the returning Moorish mission to Tangier, 
and on March 10 left that port for Cadiz. 


A TERRIBLY destructiv hurricane swept 
over the Fiji islands. On one island the 
cocoanut plantations will need five years 
to recover. On Taveunion, where most of 
the European planters are settled, about 
everything has been destroyed. Famin 
and pestilence are said to be sure to follow. 


Everyraine portable in Poe’s cottage at 
Fordham, in the annexed district of New 
York, has been carried away by the van- 
dals who hav had the key to examin it 
under pretext of wanting to buy it. The 
property has just passed into the posses- 
sion of Dr. Edward Chauvet, a dentist, 
who wiil use it for an office. 


HERE was s small riot in the Indiana 
House of Representativs growing out of & 
concerted attempt to prevent Governor 
Matthew’s private secretary from deliver- 
ing to the speaker just before the hour of 
fina] adjournment a veto message from the 
governor. The secretary was badly injured 
and is in some danger of death. 


Over $400,000 worth of property was 
destroyed by a fire in Kansas City on 
March 18; The buildings burned included 
those occupied by the English Supply 
Company, the Western Newspaper Union, 
and the Great Western Type Foundry. 
The Newspaper Union supplied patent in- 
sides for 200 weekly newspapers. 


Tse coroner’s jury sitting to inquire 
into the cause of the death of the four per- 
sons killed by the collapse of the Orchard 
street tenement in this city (which feil 
while in course of construction), brings in 
a verdict severely censuriug the owner of 
the building, the two builders, and several 
of the officials of the Building Department 
of the city. 


‘Tur New York, New Haven, and Hart- 
ford Railroad Company expects to hav its 
branch line from Boston to Nantasket 
Beach equipped with electric motors in 
place of steam by June i. If the experi- 
ment proves a success the change from 
steam to electricity will gradually be made 
on other branches and eventually on the 
ae line between New Haven and New 

ork. 


'TuERE are bad reports from two state in- 
stitutions, One is the State Home for 
Juvenile Female Offenders in Chicago, 
from which two assistant matrons hay just 
resigned, alleging inhuman treatment of 
the girla by the matron, They charge 
that she has tried to starve, beat, and 
chain the culprits into subjection. The 
other institution of which complaint is 
made is the State Asylum for the Insane at 
St. Peter, Minn. There are about 1,000 
inmates, while there are accommodations 
for only 700. In many of the rooms the 
ventilation is very bad, the sanitary ar- 
rangements of the kitchen are defectiv, 
and often female patients are obliged to 
sleep in the corridors, The condition of 


things is charged to the niggardly policy 


of the state. 


A MARVELOUS gold find is reported in 
Western Australia, It is ssid that nuggets 
weighing as much as 150 ounces hav been 
picked up and a ‘‘mountain” of gold. 
bearing quartz discovered. .A party of 
miners confessed to the butchery of a 
village of blacks, men, women, and chil- 
dren being slaughtered. Many of the 
prospectors are brought back raging with 
ever. - 


A Spanish brigantine fired on the 
American merchant ship Allianca as she 
was passing Cuba on her way from Colon 
to New York, but instead of obeying the 
command to stop and explain the captain 
put on all steam and left the Spanish ship 
in the rear. Now Seoretary Gresham has 
asked the government of Spain to disavow 
the unathorized act of its war vessel and 
giv strict orders that American shipping 
shall not in future be molested while no 
state of war is admitted by the Spanish 
government to exist in Cuba. 


UNITED STATES Consun MEEKER at Brad- 
ford, Eng., reports to the State Depart- 
ment that some grades of American-made 
cloths are selling in Eagland under the 
prices charged for similar English-made 
cloths. He states that one large Bradford 
firm bas sent its traveling men and agents 
into Italy, India, South America, and 
France with samples of twist melange 
fiannel and Algiers cloth made in the 
United States, and the New York manu- 
facturers were informed that if the sam- 
ples were exact large orders might be 
expected. ! : 


Tae electrical laboratory of Nicola 


Tesla, at 35 South Fifth ave., this city, was 
totally destroyed by fire on March 13. 
His money loss is $50,000, but this is as 
nothing compared to the loss of the time 
and discoveries embodied in the apparatus 
burned. He had demonstrated that poly- 
phase currents of high potency, even to 
250,000 volts, may pass through the human 
body without harming it. He has dis- 
covered a means to transmit electricity 
without a wire and expected to produce a 
light as powerful as sunshine as sgon as he 
had ascertained how to care safely for the 
8,000,000 volts necessary for that purpose. 
There was no insurance on the machinery. 
Mr. Tesla c&me to this country from Ser- 
via about ten years ago. 


Tae unemployed of New York are to be 
given a chance to cultivate vacant lots 
and tracts of land in the city and its 
vicinity during she coming season. 
example was set at Detroit last year, under 
the d:rection of Mayor Pingree. Bolton 
Hall has been appointed by the Charities 
conference to carry out the plan here. 


The intention is to supply the tillers with. 


seed and guidance so that they can become 
largely self-supporting without the stigma 
of being paupers. Mr. Wm. Steinway, 
Ex-Mayor Hewitt, and Columbia College 
hav offered tracts of land for use in the 
experiment, and it is expected that many 
other owners will do so. There sre vacant 
lots aggregating more than 1,000 acres be- 
low West One Hundred and Forty-fifth 
street and the Harlem river, and in the 


The. 


annexed district there are thousands of 
acres. Of course the land offered is rent 


;| free to Mr. Hall and his associates. 


TuEnr hay been serious riots in New 
Orleans during the past week, White 
rioters shot down a large number of Negro 
workmen on the levee. Heavy fogs pre- 
vailed and the police were powerless. One 
British subject was dangerously wounded 
in the head bya bullet. The whites and 
Negroes are all union men, but there are 
separate unions for the two races and the 
Negroes work for less wages than do the 
others, While the local and state authori- 
ties were for a time dilatory in attempts to 
enforce order the Council of the Com- 
mercial bodies issued an address calling 
for the protection of all workmen, regard- 
less **of race, color, or previous condi- 
tion," and algo resolved to ask the United 
States government to intervene for the pro- 
tection of life, and it was not until the 
governor appeared and promised to do all 
possible to restore order that the resolu- 
tion was rescinded. Troops were called 
and the colored workers resumed their 
duties under guard. 


EDITORIAL. . 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


** The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. * * * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public, He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to gef, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public,” 


The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
‘s Musings” of his few idle hours, But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ^ 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and bis COLONEL INGERSOXAb 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without questien, 


the finest specimen of the die-ontter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as 


YOUR JEWELER 


€F Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. 


ROCHELLE, ELL. 
Designer of 
The Otto Wet s’ein 

Watch. 
The Ingersoll Sou- 


veni” Spo n. 
bMS ‘SUPERS: The Free'h ught 
AEE Tro ygn TB Badye. 


Pen Pictures of the World's Fair, 


By 8. P. Putnam. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide- 


Book, the best description of the Fair yet 


given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. Itde- - 
scribes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts 
to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the va- 
rious buildings and what they contain, and 
is,-all in all, the very best picture of the 
Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED, 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling 
the visitor to make his way around, and 
the stay-at-home to see where he went. 

A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, 
enabling one to comprehend at a glance 
the magnitude of the Exposition, the 
greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy. 25 eenta Five copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE GIANT DELUSION 


A Consideration of the Doctrine. 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the poteras OnaL Freethought 


Oongress at Chicago, October 5, 1898. 
Price,10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 


Vol, 22, No. 13. f PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } New York, Saturday, March 30, 1895, {28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 


KEEP QUIET 


OR WEALL 
i 
i 


THE WORLD AS THE SABBATARIANS WOULD HAV IT. 


Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, 


For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam’s “News and Notes” have been a 
feature of Tar TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. Their diversity and ver- 
satility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but 
never copied with success. 

As President of all the nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam 
will, about May 1st, start for a visit to the Freethinkers of England. Officially and privately 
he will undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in a small space, 
with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. 

While he is gone Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of 
his trip. . Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read this account. It will do 
him good. Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly enter- 
taining, instructive, poetic, and good reading. 

New subscriptions for this event should begin now and run for six months. A three 


months’ trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can’t do better take that, 


for we know you will renew. Ask any reader of Mr. Putnam’s “News and Notes” if they are 


not worth the cost of a whole year’s subscription, and if he does not say YES, we will refund 
the subscription you send. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. 
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To Our Friends: 
Don't you know 
some Freethinker who 


does not now, butwho 


would subscribe to 


THE TRUTH SEEK- 


ER if YOU called his 


attention to the Pa- 


WITH 
THE © 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


sa 


For $6.50 we will send Tax Truru Szrxer one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveais Freethought as an intellectaal, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Hunprep Years or FREETHOUGHT”’ embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 

. most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious an 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church 


wow. 400- YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER | “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
” FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post) $% 


free, a copy in boards of 
TER GREATEST BOOK OF IMS KIND 
- OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT,. 


EVER CONCEIVED, 
By WATSON 
HESTON, 


ORRIN 


SO 


For $5 we willsend Tsm Trura Srexer one year ($3) and “Paine’s - 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This odition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and - 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tas Taura Sruxes one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trora Skeer one year ($3) and James B. 
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What the Chureh Wants. 

Rev. Mr. Foster, speaking in the Boston theo- 
cratic convention, said that the Christian amend- 
ment to the Constitution should be adopted in 
order to bring about these results, among others: 


* T, To bring that instrument into harmony with the 
history, character, and life of this nation." [That is, to 
legalize the unconstitutional legislation which the church 
has forced the nation, the states, and the municipalities 
to enact.] ''IE. It is an act of homage which this nation 
owes to the King of kings." [In other words, it would 
giv the clergy more power.] ''IIL. A secular Constitu. 
tion will secularize the nation." [And make the common 
citizen equal in rights to thé minister.] ‘IV. A secular 
Constitution exposes the nation to the judicial inflictions 
of divine wrath. V. A constitutional recognition of 
Christ and his Jaw would furnish a basis for moral legis- 
lation.” 

Ah, that is 80, no doubt. We know what you call 
* moral legislation.” Reading what you say under 
this last head we find that the “moral legislation ” 
that the adoption of this proposed amendment 
would giv us includes the judicial oath so formu- 
lated as to shut out all but Christians from office, 
the use of the Bible in all the schools of the land, 
‘the stoppage of Sunday mails and the enactment of 
Sabbath laws to shut everything but churches on 
Sunday, and the nationalization of * Christ's law of 
divorce." In plain words, the passage of religious 
laws under the name of “ moral legislation”! We 
ask the friends of religious liberty to read what we 
reproduce below from the address of Mr. Foster; 
to read it a score of times and then transcribe it 
into their note books and always hav it at hand to 
show to Christians who deny that the theocratic 
party would make this a government of Christians, 
for Christians, and by Christians: 

** This amendment would include the law: ‘Thou shalt 
fear the Lord thy God and swear by his name.’ The 
Constitution provides that no religious test shall be re- 
quired as & qualification for office or trust. Justice Story 
says this means that ‘the pagan, Mohammedan, Jew, 
Christian, and Infidel shall sit down in common at the 
table of our national councils,’ The friends and enemies 
of Christ are eligible to office. This amendment would 
require that voters choose out from their number ‘able 
men, men of truth, such as fear God and hate covetous- 
ness [Quay, for instance] and place such to be rulers 
over’ them, Eight years after the adopjion of the Oon- 
stitution, Congress made a treaty with Tripoli, which 
has never been called in question as to its constitution- 
ality. It says: ‘The government of the United States is 
in no sense founded on the Christian religion and makes 


.or day of worship and rest. 


no distinction between the Christian and the Mussulman.’ 
This amendment would effectually repudiate that sen- 
tence. In 1808 President Jefferson was petitioned to 
proclaim a fast by New England ministers. He replied: 
‘I consider the government of the United States as 
interdicted by the Constitution from intermeddling with 
religious institutions, their doctrins, disciplin, or exer- 
cises.’ This amendment would remove that interdic- 


The italics are ours. Here we find it deliberately 
proclaimed that the theocrats intend to debar all 
citizens who are not Christians from participation 
in the affairs of state, and that after they seize the 
reins of power the government will intermeddle 
with religious institutions, ‘their doctrins, disci- 
plins, and exercises.” And yet these schemers hav 
the effrontery to say that they are opposed to the 
union of church and state and to complain of the 
intermeddling of the Catholic church in govern- 


.| mental concerns ! 


Mr. Gladstone’s Absurdities. 


In his article in McClure’s Magazine on the 
*TLord's Day" England's ex-Premier, referring to 
the declaration of a leading Jewish speaker at the 
World's Fair Parliament of Religions that the strict 
Mosaists could not accept a first-day Sabbath, says: 

“We can; and the authority which is on our side has 
also reason at its back. The old Sabbath was the festival 
of rest from labor with the hand; a festival of the body, 
of natural life, a festival negativ in its character, for its 
fundamental conception was simply a conception of what 
man was not to do.” 


Was the old Sabbath a festival of rest from labor 
or was it a festival commemorativ of deliverance 
from slavery? Which reason for the establishment 
of the Sabbath does Mr. Gladstone accept—that 
given in Exodus or the one we find in Deuteronomy? 
Manifestly he cannot hav both, for they are flatly 
contradictory and mutually destructiv. It would 
appear from the text of his argument that he has 
chosen the one that has nothing but a legend be- 
hind it, for he seems to pin his faith to Exodus. 
This is just like Mr. Gladstone—if he has to choose 
between a natural and easy solution of a theological 
problem and a solution that is strained, unnatural, 
and incapable of being successfully defended with 
the weapons of logic and common sense, he will be 
sure to select the latter. Judging from the best 
evidence at our command, the Jews did not hava 
weekly Sabbath until after the return of those who 
had been in captivity among the Babylonians. 
They had imbibed new ideas during their captivity, 
and among these ideas was that of a weekly festival 
It was perfectly nat- 
ural that they should commemorate their deliver- 
ance from bondage in the way stated in Deuteron- 
emy. But this is altogether too simple for Mr. 
Gladstone. It at once eliminates the supernatural 
element from the Sabbath ordinance and leaves it 
upon a purely human basis, and, by direct inference, 
absolves the * Gentiles " from observance of the day, 
for, if it was established to commemorate the de- 
liverance of the Jews from subjection to an alien 
power, it is clearly of immediate interest to Jews 
only, and no moral or patriotic obligation rests upon 
others to do homage to it or rest from labor there- 
on. To claim that we should be fined and im- 
prisoned for failing to observe a day set apart to 
keep fresh in the memory of Jews the fact that 
some tribes of their ancestors at & certain time es- 
caped from slavery, could be counterparted in ab- 
surdity and injustice only by the analogous claim 
that the people of Germany and France should be 
fined and imprisoned for failing to observe the 
Fourth. of July, a day set spart by Americans to 
commemorate the release of the Colonies from po- 
litical subjection to Great Britain. As it is, even 


inhabitants of the United States are not punished 
if they engage in work or recreation on the nation’s 
natal day, while a score or more of them are lying 
at this moment in jail because, while they want to 
observe the Jewish Sabbath only, they hav worked 
on a day which the Christian church fraudulently 
substituted for the former, and which it declares 
we must reverence because, as it asserts, another 
day was set aside by the Jews and their tutelar 
divinity as a Sabbath ! 

Mr. Gladstone prefers to take his Sabbath on the 
authority of the exploded six-days’ creation myth, 
and, of course, becomes hopelessly entangled. If 
the old Sabbath was a festival of rest from labor 
with the hand, was it such because God rested 
from the work of creation as asserted in Exodus? 
Mr. Gladstone must answer, Yes, or deny the truth 
of that portion of the Bible which he accepts as his 
authority for the Sabbath. This leads directly to 
the further question—Did God work with his 
hands? If he did, what becomes of his asserted 
infinity? If he has the physical parts of a man, in- 
cluding haads, has he not also the mental and moral 
limitations of a man? We are astonished that Mr. 
Gladstone should aver that the ordinance of his 
God establishing a Sabbath was in its *funda- 
mental conception” “simply a conception of what 
man was not to do,” that is, that the Sabbath was 
“negativ in its character.” How can there be de- 
grees of, excellence in the commands of a being 
infinit in power and goodness? How can Mr. 
Gladstone, poor worm of the dust, venture to 
qualify the works of his god? The cause of his 
apparent “ blasphemy” is plainly seen—he is clear- 
ing the;way for his argument that a greater sanctity 
attaches to Sunday than to Saturday; he is en- 
gaged in a sly attempt to exalt the first day of the 
week at the expense of the seventh; he wants to 
show that Constantine was, in his time, in the con- 
fidence of God, and in order to do this he is willing 
to minimize the importance of the revelation given 
by that god to the unknown writer of Exodus. 
This will appear from what follows : 

‘‘The festival of the new life! Not merely the act of 
our Lord’s rising, which has for its counterpart the act 
of the Creator’s resting; but of the life, and the employ- 
ments of the life, which in his resurrection body he then 
begun. Here comes into view & point not only of differ- 
ence, but of contrast. 'The fourth commandment en- 
joined not a life, but a death; and all that may now be 
thought to require a living observance of the day is not 
read in, but (as the lawyers say) read into it. But the 
eelebration of the Lord's Day is the unsealing of & 
fountain-head, a removal of the grave-clothes from the 
man found to be Alive, the opening of a life spontaneous 
and continuous." 

The latter part of that reads quite prettily, but 
that is all that can be said for it. We are con- 
cerned, however, with Mr. Gladstone's unblushing 
averment that all associated with the fourth com- 
mandment which may now be thought to require a 
living observance of the Sabbath is read into it in- 
stead of being an inseparable part of it. His as- 
sertion amounts to a declaration that the modern 
Protestant reverences the Sabbath, or should rever- 
ence it, only because it was the custom of some of 
the early Christians to meet on Sunday to celebrate 
the alleged resurrection of Jesus. In other words, 
Mr. Gladstone, the Protestant protagonist, throws 
aside the Protestant authority, the Bible, and ac- 
cepts that of the Catholic church, that is, tradition. 
This is another straw showing the swift drift Rome- 
ward of reactionary Protestantism, which is every 
day growing more willing to rest all its chances for 
temporal salvation on the law-enforced observance 
of the Catholic Sunday. The Catholic has never 
been as fanatical as the Puritan regarding Sabbath 
observance, but he is more than willing that the 
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Protestant should make a Catholic institution a part 
of the civil law; it will pave the way for the estab- 
lishment of the complete Catholic theocracy, which 
must inevitably follow the Covenanter theocracy if 
the blind leaders of the blind who are at the head 
of the National Reform and Sabbatarian move- 
ments succeed in their designs. 

Mr. Gladstone’s assertion that the fourth com- 
mandment enjoined “ not a life, but a death,” seems 
to hav been made solely to provide a climax for his 
series of asseverations concerning the superior sig- 
nificance and authority of the Catholic Sabbath, 
although he has awkwardly introduced the climax 
about the middle of the series. It does not seem 
reasonable that one who accepts the Bible as the 
word of his god has a creditable excuse for the as- 
sumption that the establishment of the seventh-day 
Sabbath “enjoined not a life, but a death,” whether 
a physical or a spiritual death it matters little. Death 
of what or of whom? Not of God himself, nor of 
the universe, presumably, for, according to the leg- 
end, God had just created that and given life to 
numberless forms of existence. How very little 
there is in the claim that Sunday is the true Sab- 
bath for the Christian is seen by this attempt of 
Mr. Gladstone to discredit his god's selection of 
Saturday, to make light of its importance as com- 
pared with the Catholic Sabbath, Sunday. 

As to what matters are proper for the * Lord's 
Day" Mr. Gladstone says that “all that savors 
most of emancipation from this earth " is eminently 
fit. What a compliment to the god who made “this 
earth”! That is the true Christian conception of 
this world’s work and happiness. Instead of using 
the weekly rest-day for the purposes of healthful 
pleasure, or to discuss the ways and means whereby 
we may improve the conditions of life here and now 
as well as for the generations that are to come after 
us, we are to spend our time conning the lessons of 
superstition and in praying and singing about a 
heaven concerning which the wisest among us knows 
no more than the babe in arms. We deferentially 
suggest to the ex-Premier that * Home Rule” for 
all this world is just as desirable as it is for that 
portion of it indicated on the maps by the name of 
Treland. 

Mr. Gladstone is opposed to devoting a portion 
of the day to “worldly” pursuits; he avers that 
there is no authority or precedent for withholding 
any part of the holy day from spiritual service : 

‘*There is no allocation of a portion, of a quantum, of 
time weekly for such a purpose, commanded in the Old 
Testament, none in the New, none in the known praotice 
and tradition of the church." 

It is nob permitted to Mr. Gladstone to appeal to 
the Old Testament in this suit ; he has repudiated 
the only day that it recognizes as the weekly Sab- 
bath, and has sought to show that that day is of 
far less importance, in spiritual symbolry, than the 
Catholic Sabbath whose attorney he is. His testi- 
mony from the New Testament is only fragmentary 
and inconclusiv, at the best, for he can find in it no 
command for the observance of Sunday; the most 
that he has are a very few texts in John that may 
indicate that some of the disciples sometimes met 
together on Sunday, but there is nothing that can 
help Mr. Gladstone out in his contention that all 
the day was spent by them in religious exercises. 
The testimony is purely negativin this respect. As 
to the “practice and tradition” of the Catholic 
church, whose Sabbath he is championing, Mr. Glad- 
stone probably knows very well that that church 
has never been particular about the use made of 
the day, aside from the hours that it required its 
children to spend in worship. The Catholic has 
had much more Sunday liberty than the Protestant, 

**'The grace and compassion of our Lord hay rescued 
from the open ground of worldly life a portion of that 
area and hav made it into a vinyard seated on a very 
fruitful hill, and hav fenced it in with this privilege, that, 


whereas for our six days’ work the general rule of direct 
contact must, for the mass of men, be with secular affairs, 


within this happy precinct there is provided, even for | 


that same mass of men, a chartered emancipation; and 
the general rule is reversed in favor of a direct contact 
with spiritual things.” 

There is some doubt as to whether Mr. Gladston 
meant to say that the hill or the vinyard was 
ruitful, but let that pass—it is “the direct con- 


tact with spiritual things ” that is peculiarly provoe- 
ativ of unseemly levity. So far as our observation 
goes, attendance at church is conduciv to uncom- 
fortable and melancholy reveries rather than to 
spiritual exhilaration, and the frantic zeal with 
which the Sebbatarians are striving to get laws to 
close everything but the conventicles on Sunday 
shows that they realize very keenly that the “mass 
of men” want almost anything more than they do 
this “direct contact with spiritual things” which 
church monopoly of Sunday is supposed to secure 
them. Even now only a fraction of the people care 
to attend the services of the church, believers 
though most of them are, and the ministers are 
well aware that if the privileges of the day were 
not under their lock and key, to a considerable ex- 
tent, there would be still fewer worshipers. The 
people want rest and relaxation when they quit 
work, and certainly, for the average man, listening 
to an average sermon supplies neither. Mr. Glad- 
stone tells us that “ what chiefly brings the people 
together on the day of rest is hunger for the word 
of God.” It is safe to say that in all the more en- 
lightened countries and parts of countries at least 
one-half the attendants at Protestant places of 
worship are there because somebody else goes, or 
because their parents tell them they ought to go, 
or because their wives make it uncomfortable for 
them when they do not go, or because they hav a 
business that needs advertising. Many of the others 
go because they are afraid of hell, or because they 
aré in doubt and think it best to be on the “ safe 
side.” It is only a small minority that are actually 
“hungry.” If the theocrats could get only the 
men who really like to go to church themselvs to 
vote for Sunday laws there would be precious few 
of that kind of enactments. But many more think 


that they ought to go, or, rather, that their neigh- |. 


bors ought not to go to other places or to be per- 
mitted to work on the priests’ day, and it is upon 
this reserve force that the aggressiv Sabbatarians 
depend for influence and votes to overawe and out- 
poll the intelligent and consistent friends of the 
Free Sunday. It is this class that we must educate 
and arouse. 


For Wise and Fleckten. 

I consider the Wise case and the Fleckten case 
to be of the first importance to the Liberals of this 
country. We must sustain these men in their con- 
test. The point they occupy must not be surrer- 
dered. We may be able to win a great victory if we 
stand together. I hope the Liberals will rally. 
We must hav the funds. I myself will personally 
eontribute $5 to the Wise fund, and $5 to the 
Fleckten fund. I hope many others will follow 


suit. The issue is forced upon us, and there must 
be no retreat. If each will do his best the position 
is ours. 


The Freethought Federation will contribute 


what it can out of its limited funds. 
more it will do better. 
matter like this. 


As it gains 
Every penny counts in a 
Samvet P. Pornam. 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week congratulate the New York World upon its 
recent able editorials demanding the repeal of the 
Sunday laws and present each his own strongest 
reason why such statutes should be swept away. 
This is important, and we hope that every member 
of the Corps will respond promptly to the call. 

Gu a m 

This is said to be “the last of the ‘blue laws, ” 
voted out by the Connecticut Senate with but one 
dissenting voice: 

** When any justice of the peace shall hav personal 
knowledge that any person is guilty of drunkenness, pro- 
fane swearing, cursing, or Sabbath breaking, such knowl- 
edge shall be sufficient evidence for such justice of the 
peace to render judgment against him without previous 
complaint and warrant, having first caused such person 
to be brought before him.” 


It stood for two hundred years and owes its 
abrogation now to the attempts of the fanatical 
ministers of Bridgeport and Southington to enforce 
it by wholesale against all forms of Sunday enter- 
tainments except their own. What form of Sunday 
law will take its place? The repeal kills one-man 
power, but will there be substituted for it equally 


tyrannous statutes which will depend for their en- 
forcement upon the combination of a number of 
spies and despots? i 


a a 
A correspondent of the New York World sug- 
gests the removal of the septenary holiday to the 
middle of the week so as to avoid even the appear- 
ance of evil. He says that this would compel first- 
day worshipers to “sacrifice a day to holiness” and 
thus put them on an equality with the seventh-day 
worshipers, and also, we presume, giv them a retrib- 
utiv taste of the medicin they hav so long been 
administering to the Freethinkers of various schools. 
If our Sabbatarian friends are sincere in their 
claim that they are trying to secure a day of “rest” 
for all the people they will probably eagerly fall in 
with this suggestion. The correspondent adds that 
we should “compel secular rest, but not the keep- 
ing cf holidays.” Why not take a few more steps 
despot-way and compel night rest for all, and a. pre- 
scribed number of outings, and the wearing of a 
specified garb in the interest of health, and the eat- 
ing of only certain kinds of food? We hav, collect- 
ivly, the same right to do any and all of these 
things that we hav to compel secular rest one day 
in seven. And we hav precisely the same right to 
compel holy use of one day that we hav to compel 
holiday day use of it. The most that the law can 
do is to giv all the opportunity to rest, say one day 
each week, leaving to each individual the full free- 
dom to select the day he wants, or the part of the 
day he wants, or parts of several days, or no day or 
part of a day, as he deems best. The state that 
grants less liberty than that is not a free state. 


ee 

The Detroit Hvening Mews, near the close of an 
editorial on the Sunday question as affecting pro- 
posed legislation in Michigan, says: 

** It is quite possible for a narrow view of things to get 
a temporary upper hand, but no such view can govern 
permanently. It is absolutely certain no mere Presby- 
terian Sabbath, or Baptist, or Episcopal, or Roman Cath- 
olie, or Methodist, or Continental, or Justinian, or Carl- 
isí, or Puritan, or Infidel Sabbath, can permanently 
dominate the social customs of this state." 


As the editor appears to be quite fair-minded and 
critical in his attitude toward Sunday laws we think 
that he will concede the pertinency of our sug- 
gestion that the Sabbath that will be best for the 
people of his state is the Citizens’ Sabbath. By . 
this we of course mean a Sabbath whereon the 
rights of one citizen are equal to the rights of any 
other citizen. Naturally, no special laws are needed 
for the Citizens’ Sabbath, for on such a Sabbath no 
acts are criminal which are not also criminal on 
every other day of the week, and all acts that are 
criminal on the other days are likewise criminal on 
the Citizens’ Sabbath. When this Sabbath is 
recognized no “ narrow view of things” can domi- 
nate the legislation of the state, and the editor's 
wish for a Sabbath “catholic with reference to the 
whole people” will be realized. The only safe way 
to “suit the law to social and religious conditions,” 
in a nation where church and state are separate, is to 
utterly ignore the religious views of any and all 
citizens, thus preventing the intrusion of “ any 
particular set of class notions upon the whole 
state,” an intrusion against which the editor of the 
News enters his timely protest. Surely we do not 
need to point out that the application of this broad 
rule of fundamental justice must preclude the se- 
lection for any citizen of the Sabbath he is to ob- 
serve. If that is done we hav class rule at once. ` 
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Did you ever know the church to protest against 
& popular cruelty? Where, for instance, is the 
church body or the church newspaper organ that 
has lifted its voice against the abominations of pig- 
eon shooting for “sport”? They all get red in the 
face about bull-fighting in Spain and Mexico, but 
they are not in Spain or Mexico. The church that 
dominates in those countries is just as silent there 
about the cruelties of that national sport as the 
church here is about the cruelties of ours. Why is 
bull-fighting in Spain so much worse than pigeon- 
shooting in America? Certainly here are millions 
of victims to their hundreds there, and the “sport” 
is far more mean and cowardly. There the partici- 
pants run some risk themselvs, while here they are 
in no danger whatever. Why is it that we hav so 
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many pious societies for the prevention of “Sabbath 
desecration,” while there is not one to prevent the 
murder of helpless innocents? The day cannot be 
hurt; the birds can. The Covenanters and their 
congeners grow frantic because the dailies report 
divorce proceedings, but they hav not a word to say 
against the detailed reports of pigeon massacres. 
Why this partiality in favor of the wrong persons? 
It all grows from one root—Bible worship. That 
book is against divorce save for one cause, while it 
says that God gave to man dominion over all the 
beasts of the field and fowls of the air, and at the 
same time it is the foundation of the notion that 
man has a “soul,” while all other animals are denied 
that luxury. This, in the eyes of the supernatural- 
ists, is ample warrant for wholesale torture and de- 
struction. The body is nothing; the “soul” is 
"everything. In its treatment of animals, asin so many 
other respects, Christianity is immeasurably the infe- 
rior of Buddhism and others of the Eastern religions. 


The church, whether Catholic or Protestant, has 
always known how to secure the co-operation of 
the state in its persecuting work. It had but to 
assume and vociferously proclaim that heresy was 
synonymous with treason or led directly thereto, 
and it soon had all the “civil” assistance it re- 
quired. The condition of affairs in the southern 
provinces of France before Dominee began there 
his persecuting crusade is thus adverted to by the 
* Catholic Directory,” published by Benziger Broth- 
ers of this city: 

“ They were then teeming with the heresies of the nu- 
merous sects which pass under the general name of Albi- 
genses, and the peril seemed imminent that large num. 
bers of persons would before long, if no restraining 
influence appeared, throw off the bonds of religion, social 
order, and morality." 

So Dominee applied the “restraining influence ” 
of sword, and rack, and fiame, and “social order 
and morality " were saved—for the time, but now 
they are threatened again by the ruthless hordes 
of the modern “Sabbath desecrators.” Listen to 
` the threatening warning of Rev. Robert Patterson, 
D.D., Presbyterian : 

“It is the right of the state to protect by law such a 
fundamental support of government. This attack on the 
Sabbath is treason against the very foundation of g^v- 
ernment. As such, let it be resisted by every American 
citizen. The American Sabbath is essential to American 
liberty, to our republic, and to God’s religion.” 


How like the Catholic hunting-song of the Dark 
Ages that sounds! The only difference between 
Dominec and Torquemada on the one hand and 
Foster and Patterson on the other is that the two 
clans do not exactly agree as to what particular 
heresies are inimical to the safety of the state. If 
they did you would never receive another number 
of Tue Trurn Serger. And they are gradually and 
not so very slowly approaching agreement. 


—— 

Another of those periodical and ridiculous “judg- 
ment-of-heaven” stories is circulating through the 
newspapers. It was sent out by the press associa- 
tion agents from Buena Vista, Ga. The World of 
this city asks in a scare-head, “ Was It the Wrath 
of Heaven?” the “it” being a discharge of atmos- 
pherie electricity that demolished the corner of the 
house of one C. S. Crawford. According to the 
yarn, Mr. Crawford was * spouting Infidelity" to a 
crowd of men assembled in his rooms. We are de- 
nied information as to the wherefore of this “crowd” 
in that particular domicil, but “subsequent pro- 
ceedings” might justify the guess that they were 
working near or passing and took shelter from a 
storm which they saw was coming up. Anyway, 
Mr. Crawford was “citing portions of the scripture 
which he did not believe, declaring that the truth 
within the Bible could be spread upon ten pages of 
ordinary size.” Itis possible that this is a slight 
exaggeration; perhaps the truth in the Bible would 
“turn over” a few lines on the eleventh page; but 
surely God could not expect a poor fallible mortal 
to come much nearer to the facts in a rough, off- 
hand estimate made in the heat of controversy. We 
are further gravely informed that “when the report 
and flash came one of the crowd jumped with fright. 
Mr. Crawford remarked, ‘ Now look at your old sin- 
ners, with all your professions, seared nearly to 
death, and Y am ag coo] as you please’” But the 


wicked Infidel’s ungodly coolness was short-lived. 
* When, half a minute later, he was told that his 
house had been struck he turned pale.” Of course 
a good Christian, when told that his house had 
been struck by lightning, would hav laughed. glee- 
fully, for Christians hav no fear of the forces of 
nature. They are killed thereby sometimes, to be 
sure, but that does not make the next manifestation 
of unrestrained elemental power any the less wel- 
come—they are always delighted to hav themselvs 
and their loved ones put in jeopardy of wounds and 
death. Even ministers keep right on preaching, 
although there are authentic records of churches 
having been struck by lightning while the ministers 
were “spouting” Christianity and telling their cred- 
ulous congregations how many Astor libraries of 
truth there are within the lids of that one book, 
the Bible. Did said clergymen see any visitation of 
divine wrath in the lightning that thus rent their 
folds and killed many of their sheep? No, sir— 
“God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to 
perform.” 


On March 13th the last hearing was given by the 
committee of the Wisconsin House which had in 
charge Assemblyman Notbohm’s bill for the taxa- 
tion of church property. F. J. Johnson, of Mil- 
waukee, in speaking against the bill, said that it 
was one particularly directed against church soci- 
eties. He stated that the private and parochial 
schools of Milwaukee had saved the city the build- 
ing of twenty-eight school houses, and an annual 
expense bill of from $100,000 to $150,000. He 
did not show that anything had been saved to 
the people, nor that the principle of exemption was 
just. City Clerk Anderson, of Milwaukee, said that 
the bill “is the product of the advanced condition 
of human thought,” and that the exemption of 
church property from taxation is equivalent to the 
apportionment to the religious associations of the 
state of a gross amount in proportion to their 
wealth. Paul Carpenter, of Milwaukee, arguing for 
total exemption, said that the exemption of $10,000 
was the worst feature of the bill, and we agree with 
him—there should be no exemption. He declared 
that the $10,000 exemption * added insult to injury. 
The poor people of the cities, as a general thing, 
attend the larger churches, and this clause there- 
fore hits the poorer classes and leaves the rich con- 
gregations untouched.” It is no doubt true that 
in the Roman Catholic church the masses attend 
in the large buildings, but the statement of Mt. 
Carpenter does not apply in the case of the aristo- 
cratic Protestant organizations. Neither is it cor- 
rect to say that the exemption proposed would 
leave the “rich congregations untouched.” The 
ones really exempted would be the poorer Protest- 
ant churches and missions. But with the assess- 
ment made on the basis of one-third or one-half the 


real value of property the $10,000 limit would leave: 


the great majority of the churches of the state ex- 
empt. It isall wrong. M. B. Fletcher, of Edger- 
ton, said that the privileges of exemption. were 
being abused. But exemption is itself the abuse. 
He complained because he had to pay railroad fare 
to Madison while the clergy received special favors. 
W. D. Lewis, of Madison, reasoned that the way to 
prevent the union of church and state was to tax 
the churches. By so doing we could keep them out 
of politics. That measure of justice will help keep 
them out, but complete secularization is the impera- 
tiv need of the hour. O. N. Patterson, of White- 
water, representing the Baptists, spoke in favor of 
the measure. He said that there was a growing 
sentiment in that church in favor of the complete 
separation of church and state. A.J. Emerton, of 
Portage, believed “ the committee should look upon 
the bill on the broad ground of citizenship. The 
state of Wisconsin was able to educate every one of 
her own children, and did not ask for help from any 
private or parochial schools.” Judging from the 
number and arguments of the advocates of equality 
of taxation we hav no reason to be ashamed of the 
showing made by the friends of justice. 


We hav received for the Fleckten Bible-in-the- 
schools fight in Minnesota $5 from §. P. Putnam 
aud $2.50 from W. J. Ribley, 


Special NEW SUBSGRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tue Truru SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FekgrurNKER'8 PrororraL Text-Boor, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). ‘ 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer for one month: Send us 
three dollars for the paper one year, and we will 
send you free the PicrortaL Texr-Boox. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S PICTORIAL 
Txrxt-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of ucts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The ` esigns are by Warson Heston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People. 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Chureh, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Chureh and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ;. Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
wms'for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Jnduce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—riv& DOL- 
LARS WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you ean get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 

SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 

A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.— Preethinkers' 
Magazine. . . 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius.to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not. now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year, 
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The Origin of Jehovah. 


I submit the following ideas, First, because I be- 
lieve them to be sound; and, Second, because I feel 
it to be a duty to truth. In dealing with this im- 
portant subject—Jehovah, more commonly termed 
God—we will endeavor to use honesty, candor, and 
reason. Of all words in the universal vocabulary, 
“god” is the most various in its meanings. Not 
only is it made to express the unique conceptions 
of each individual, but also to answer to all the 
kaleidoscopic changes to which each mind is sub- 
ject. It is not wise, and only tends to degrade the 
language, to continually strain and twist the origi- 
nal meaning of a word to make it fit some notion 
we may hav, either somewhat or in no wise skin to 
its primitiv significance. "Words, especially the im- 
portant ones, should convey the same meaning to all. 

Ask one of the many millions of Buddhists if he 
has a god, and you will learn that he has a large 
variety, about whom he knows rather more than he 
knows about himself. Ask one of the fewer mill- 
ions of Christians, and he will reply, Oh, yes; he 
has three, and could not liv without them for a sin- 
gle moment. And the Moslem? Yes, though “God 
is one God, the eternal God; he begetteth not, nei- 
ther is he begotten; and there is not anyone like 
unto him." Even the stupid Eskimo of frigid 
Greenland, the naked savages of Africa and Poly- 
nesia, the aborigines of America whose trails run 
from Patagonia to Alaska, all know God; and, 
strange to say, 80 perfect is their knowledge of the 
deity that, like our learned theologians, they never 
need ask for information about him, but are always 
ready to impart it. 

But whence the original conception of this being? 
Far through the aisles of time, in the background 
of the legendary past, we behold the untutored sav- 
age erecting for mankind an object of worship. 
When the thunderbolt rent the heavens and shat- 
tered the cloud-piercing forest tree or laid his com- 
panions and kindred dead at his feet, a mysterious 
and awful power was made manifest to the senses 
of the child of nature. His superstition was ap- 
pealed to in such positiv language as to inspire him 

with intense fear and awe, and under such influence 
did he become invested with the idea of an overrul- 
ing terror which he called god, the prototype of 
Jehovah. No man had caused this terrible destruc- 
tion ; no beast had delivered the deadly blow; and 
80, with no conception of the processes of nature, 
unguided because unlearned, prompted by his fears, 
&nd with the works of this invisible destroyer above 
and around, within and without, a god is born to 
the mind of the savage and projected thence to.the 
field of human wonder. This bundle of ignorance 
and timidity, selfishness and brutality, is dealing 
with a mysterious, invisible, and invulnerable foe— 
an adversary impregnable to any implement of war, 
to club, or spear, or dart. Strength and strategy 
are powerless against him; and, as often before the 
strong and fierce blows of a mortal enemy, the hap- 
less savage prostrates himself before the stronger and 
fiercer blows of this almighty antagonist; not as 
before a natural phenomenon of common occur- 
rence, but before a god created in the image of his 
maker, man. So it is done, and man has a god. 

Nor were birthplace, time, and conditions without 
their influence. During that period of the earth’s 
development contemporaneous with primitiv man, 
phenomena terrible and on a stupendous scale were 
of frequent recurrence. There were earthquakes, 
volcanoes, upheavals and depressions both of land 
and water areas, instantaneous and therefore de- 
structiv; mountains rose into being in a single 
night, and islands sankin a day before the astounded 
gaze of our first parents, themselvs but a slight re- 
move, intellectually or morally, from the wolfish cur 
that cowered in terror between their own trembling 
legs—a beast whose relation to them was that of 
an inseparable companion, sharing the same cave 
bed and perchance gnawing the same bone. 

Of all the ties by which selfishness is attached 
to some object of possession, those binding man to 
his deific idols are the tightest drawn. With all the 
love he may bear his parents, there are times when 
he feels that they are not perfect in all respects. 
Having possibly a still tenderer affection for his 
offspring, he may be induced to observe in them a 
fault (provided it is mountain high); and even with 
the fondest devotion to his wife, he is sometimes 
forced to recognize in her something inconsistent 
with his notion of ideal womanhood. But when 
you dare to question the absolute perfection of his 
god, you hav asked for an acknowledgment which 
he will never make; you are butting against a for- 
tress that cannot be shaken. This god, this Jeho- 
vah, is perfect in every attribute; and why? Because 
he is the product of man’s own imagination and is 
invested with all imaginable virtues. Every man 
has projected into his fancied heaven just such a 


god as he desires; and he is satisfied, for he has 
made god and pronounced him good. 

It matters little what kind of a Jehovah you 
construct for yourself, but it is necessary that you 
hav one of some sort, several being preferable to 
none. Neither is your own character essential, 
though the lower your general average as a man 


the more commendable your compliance with the. 


almost universal dictum. ‘Your moral standing is 
not a vital question, but your belief in one or more 
of the gods of the nomad, the savage, and the bar- 
barian is imperativly necessary. And what of the 
godless? Simply this: That no matter how wise 
and lofty may be his conception of the universe, no 
matter how just and unselfish may be his conduct, 
perpetual banishment from the household of the 
master is his lot. He may admire all that is admi- 
rable in nature; he may love all mankind; he may 
dote upon parents, wife, and babes; philanthropy 
may gush from his heart like fountains from an 
oasis; but unless he sets up a mind-image of a Je- 
hovah for his shield, the legions of self-appointed 
executioners of the souls of the godless, though 
their own sins may be as scarlet, will scourge him 
at every step with the lash of malice and contempt. 

The gods of the early races, the pictured beings 
representing reflexivly the soul—exalted, degraded, 
or normal—from which they were projected to the 
canvas of the skies, exactly suited the conditions 
that developed them. They hav changed as the 
conditions changed, and hav come down to us of 
to-day the ideal of the man of to-day; and unless 
& new light, and that the light of truth, shall over- 
spread the brow of coming man. ten thousand years 
hence he, with all his then modifications, progressiv 
or reversiv, will still hav a god representing those 
changes. And he will swear that God is unchange- 
able, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 

M. D. 


Freethought Progress. 


_ A new Freethought journal has appeared in the repub- 
lic of Argentina. Its name is Giordano Bruno. 


In the Austrian Reichstag the Socialist member, Father 
Scheicher (a priest), created a sensation by demanding 
total separation of church and state. 

The Spanish Freethought paper Lo Tramontana, 
Barcelona, edited by D. José Llunas, has reappeared. 
It was suppressed by the Spanish government last year. 


In the issue of our Italian contemporary, Christofora 
Colombo, for February 8th, a writer, above the nom de 
plume of ‘Io Colombo,” in highly flattering language, 
calls the attention of his countrymen to our anti-Sunday 
law petition. He advises his countrymen to sign the 
petition. and explains fully its use and purpose. We 
extend our thanks. 


A song-book for children of Freethinking parents has 
been published in Belgium. The net profits from its 
sale are donated by the author, Mr. Ad. Borsus, to the 
Freethought Orphan Asylum. -*.:. The Belgian so- 
ciety, Freethought, of Brussels, has, during the past 
vear, held twelve general meetings, and the administra- 
tiv committee met nineteen times. 'This number does 
not include socials, picnies, and celebrations. 


The International Freethought Congress for the vear 
1895 will be at Brussels, Belgium, September 22d. It is 
proposed on this occasion to devise means whereby Free- 
thought can make itself felt politically, and to this end 
prominent Freethinking politicians from Belgium, 
France, England, Spain, Portugal, and Italy hav prom- 
ised to be present and add their political experience to 
the furtherance of the object above mentioned. 


The Norwegian author and Freethinker, Kristofer 
Janson, has published four new Freethought lectures 
which are said to be among the best extant. Freethought 
literature is certainly needed in both Norway and Den- 
mark, and we hope that Mr. Jansov's latest book will hav 
a sale equal to his other works—but not as a certain one 
which was bought up, plates and all, by the pious Danish 
government, so that it should not destroy the innocence 
of the Danish people. 5 


In Professor Buddé’s edition of ‘‘ The Books of Sam- 
uel," the verses of which are printed in different colors 
to represent the different strata of authorship, no fewer 
than nine different colors are used. What! nine gods? 
*,*.* The annual Congress of French Freethinkers will be 
held at Paris, April 14th. A preparatory union to decide 
upon questions to be debated at the congress was held 
February 17th. The French Freethinkers hav 
formed a committee to raise a monument to Maria De- 
raismes, an eloquent advocate of Freethought and of 
woman's emancipation. Maria Deraismes was the first 
female Freemason, having been invited to become a 
member by the Masonic Lodge of Le Pecq, near Paris. 


Notwithstanding the patronage of religion bv the em- 
peror of Germany, the number of theological students in 
the chief universities has been steadily lessening during 
the last ten years, while the classes in medicin and juris- 
prudence hav correspondingly increased. °.°.° Dr. J. 
Gilchrist has translated into English Professor Haeckel’s 
** Movism as Connecting Religion and Science: The Con- 
fession of a Man of Science.” The translation is said by 
competent critics to be ‘‘accurate and graceful.” Dr. 
Carus says of the volume: ‘‘ tbe contents of tbe book 
are very rich, giving in broad and vigorous outlines a 
concise sketch of the state of modern science as bearing 
upon the ultimate problems of philosophy and religion, 


but more especially of the knowledge reached in the 
more elusiv subject of biology, in which Professor Haeckel 
is snch a distinguished worker.” The work met with a 
marvelous success in Germany, where five editions were 
exhausted in five months. 


J. A. Maagaard, writing in the London Freethinker, 
declares that the Danish countrymen are at once the 
most enlightened and the most skeptical peasantry 
in the world. For more than a hundred and fifty 
years the progressiv movement has been insidiouslv 
at work on the foundations of orthodoxy. The course 
of development has been educational rather than 
propagandistic. ''Skepticism is doing its work with- 
in the church, bigotry is dying, the spirit of Free- 
thought is gradually gaining headway.” ‘‘From the 
rigid and absurd form of Protestantism " prevailing in 
England, the advance has been ‘‘through a broader and 
more liberal form called Grundtvigianism, Deism, and is: 
slowly culminating in rank skepticism on the part of the ` 
young, and many of the leading Christian teachers of the ` 
young themeelvs.” After 1848, when the repressiv press 
laws were abolished avd those in prison for offenses 
against them were liberated by the new king, Frederick 
VIL, ‘a wave of enthusiasm swept over the country. 
The press reveled in its new-born freedom, poets arose 
on everv band, and wells of literature sprang up and 
flooded the land." The belief in hell is being repudiated 
even by ministers, and the teachings of Darwin are bear- 
ing fruit. 


The Times, of Woodland, Wash., is not afraid to ' 
speak out editorially for Freethought. In a discussion : 
with a Christian correspondent, it remarks: ‘‘ To teach 
that Ohristians are more moral, honest, better citizens, 
kinder parents, and more patriotic, is religions slander, 
without statistics, facts, or figures to prove it. Good and 
bad people can be found among all classes.” °.*.° Rev. 
Charles E. Locke having made a severe attack on the 
character of Paine. the Oregonian of Portland opens its 
columns to able defenses of the great reformer by W. E 
Copeland, S. O. H. Koch, and others. *.*,° In Collinsville, 
TIL, died recently the wife of Mr. O. A. Singletory. The 
deceased had always been an outspoken Freethinker, yet 
her children saw to it that she received a ‘‘ Christian ” 
funeral. The minister spoke ‘‘feelingly " of the de. 
ceased’s deep religious convictions, praised her piety, 
and depicted the joy she was to enter in the ‘‘ beyond.” 
When he was done, Mr. Singletory stepped forward and 
stated that *' for seven years my wife has been bed-ridden; 
five times hav I seen her on the edge of the grave, but 
never did she fear death. She did not believe in an 
‘ eternal paradise,’ she did not believe in a God, she was 
8 true adherent of the teachings of Thomas Paine," eto. 
The **holy? people and the preacher waxed wroth and 
damned the whole family, Mr. Singletory especially. 
Behold a courageous Freethinker! 


Rev. Gardner Preston, of Hastings, lecturing on the 
Bible. rays that he prefers to regard it ‘‘as man’s thoughts 
about God, rather than God’s thoughts about man.” That 
is quite a long step away from the altar of superstition 
where the average Ohristian worships the paper-and-ink 
fetich. Of London’s twenty-nine public libraries, 
sixteen are open on Sundavs. The light is breaking. 
*'.' Recently the National Sunday League gave 4 free 
concert on Sunday to 1,200 inmates of the City Road 
Workhonse of the Holborn Union. It is apprehended’ 
that the Lord’s Day Observance Society may attempt to 
prevent the repetition of this good work, but it is not: 
probable that it will be successful. At Cambridge,. 
a half century ago, but five of the twenty-four professors: 
were lavmen. Now, except in the divinity professor- 
shins, of forty professors at Cambridge and forty-eight 
at Oxford. but three in each instance are ministers. In 
1848 ninety’ Fellows of the Roval Society were clergy- 
men; now but sixteen are. The church is losing its 
official grip on education. .* Winwood Reade, the 
author of **' The Martyrdom of Man.” left a cousin, Miss 
Amve Reade. who has lately appeared on the Freethought 
platform, and is the author of two humanitarian novels, 
“Ruby” and ‘Slaves of the Sawdust.” both dealing with 
circus life. *.'.' In Vol. xli of the ‘‘ National Dictionary 
of Biographv," the Freethinkers who receive notice are 
William Nicholson. chemist. inventor, and man of science, 
and the radicals, Feargus O'Connor and George Odger. 

s Among the significant articles which hav lately ap- 
veared in English periodicals should be mentioned these: 
Dr. Thomas Whitelaw, of Kilmarnock, contributes to the 
United Presbyterian Magazine two vapers on ‘‘A For- 
gotten Higher Critic of Last Century.” He givs extracts 
from the works of this author, and shows that his conclu- 
sions were similar to those of the critics of the present 
day who regard themselvs as Christians. At the close of 
the second paper it is revealed to the good Presbyteriana 
that this Higher Oritic was no other than Thomas Paine, 
and the extracts were from the ‘‘Age of Reason.” Would 
Paine hav been a Christian if he had lived until this 
time, or are the ** Higher Critics" of our day Infidels mas- 
qnerading ss Christians? In the London Literary World 
of January 25th, there are several pages devoted to re- 
views of such works as the ‘‘ Life of Bradlaugh,” Haeck- 
el’s ** Monism,” Wheeler’s ** Voltaire,” and other books 
by heretics of various schools. The waters of Free- 
thought are rising in every channel of literature. 
A prominent Manchester Freethinker, Mr. E. G. Taylor, 
bas a long article on ** Intellectual Liberty and tbe Blas- 
phemy Laws” in the Westminster Review for February. 
Of course it is able. timely. and conclusiv. In the 
third volume of ‘‘Evglish Prose Selections,” the editor, 
Henry Craik. in giving a selection from the old Anglo- 
Dutch Freethinker, Bernard Mandeville, says he ‘‘ de- 
serves & place in the division of English prose-history 
which includes Latimer and Bunysn, Defoeand Cobbett.” 
*** Among the Freethought, Radical, and scientific 
books lately issued or announced for early publication in 
England are an edition of the prose writings of James 
Thomson. to be edited by the author's devoted friend, 
Bertram Dobell; a volume of memorials of Freethivkers 
who hav been forgotten by all save the ‘‘studious con- 
servers of the names snd lives of pioneers," but who 
did good work in their dav. The compiler is J. M. 
‘Wheeler. 
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W. Stewart & Oo. issue ‘‘The Agnostio’s 
Primer,” **a little pocket manual, intended to be to the 
children and youth of Freethinkers what tbe Prayer- 
Book and Bible are to the Ohristian school-child.” Mr. 


Marmerv puts forth a new work, “ Progress of Science,” 
for which Samuel Latag writes an introduction; Grant 
Allen sends out his ** The Woman Who Did," a sociolog- 
ical novel; Loslie Stephen writes a biographv of his Free- 
thinking brother, Sir James Fitzjames Stenhen, und 
issues his own ** Ethical Discourses,” and W. J. Linton's 
“Three Score and Ten Years" givs verv interesting 
reminiscences of Mazzini, George Sand, O'Connor, the 
Howitts, and many more of the workers who were his 
contemporaries. Mr. Linton won fame as poet, author, 
and engraver, and was the editor of the National, the 
English Republie, and other advanced publications. 
**.'* Itshould be said here that we are indebted to our 
contemooraries, the Literary Guide, Freethinker, and 
Agnostic Journal for most of the English news given in 
this department. . 
ee 


Lecture Notes. 


After lecturing before the Manhattan Liberal 
Club. the Newark Liberal League, and the Brook- 
lyn Philosophical Association, I again find myself 
in Boston. We expected to hav a debate with the 
Rev. Miles Grant, but as the reverend was uu ble 
to debate on Sundays, Mr. Mendum wrote me to 
come back and giv two more lectures. Last Sun- 
day afternoon Paine Hall was filled, and I spoke 
on “Jesus Christ: His Errors and Imperfections.” 
The idea that Jesus is a perfect man, and suitable 
for the guidance of the nineteenth century, Ire -ard 
as not only untrue, but as a hurtful superstivion. 
We even find some Liberals who will do homage to 
this chimera. Therefore, I handled the teachings 
of the “man of Nazareth” without gloves. At the 
close there was a discussion, in interest and spirit 
about the best in which I hav participated. The 
opposit side was well represented. Among the 
Christian defenders was the Rev. Mr. Hoxie, a min- 


ister of the Adventist church. If his discourse was. 


not logical, he is at least a gentleman, which can be 
said of but few ministers when in argument with 
an Infidel. 

In reply to what I had said of Christ’s injunction 
to hie disciples in Mark iv, 11, 12, he told the 
audience that the savior was then talking to his dis- 
ciples only, and had no reference to anyone else. 
I answered that if such was the fact, they inust Kav 
been like the men of God at the present day, who 
hav one language to talk among themselvs and 
another when they talk to the people. Phillips 
Brooks once said that the laity would be astounded 
could they only know what ministers say when in 
private conversation with each other. They would 
certainly lose confidence in their “spiritual guides.” 

Freethought is booming in Boston just now. 
My audiences hav increased since my first visit, and 
the majority of the meetings of the present season 
hav been well attended. The’ Znvestigator still 
bravely floats its flag to the breeze. Colonel Inger- 
soll has lately been here and given his great lecture 
on Voltaire. The religionists too hav had their 
innings. General Booth has come and gone; Dt. 
Patrick's day was celebrated by the sons of Erin 
last Sunday. The Rev. Scott F. Hirshey gave a 
lecture in his church on “ St. Patrick: The Protes- 
tant Irishman.” I hav always said that clergymen 
can never tell the whole truth, and this sermon 
proved it. That St. Patrick was not a Noman 
Catholic in the sense that those words are used 
to-day, no one will deny, and for a very good reason — 
he was born in the latter half of the fourth century. 
Many of the dogmas and ceremonies of that church 
hav come into existence since that time. This the 
reverend gentleman did not tell. That Patrick 
was in substantial accord with the Ohristianity of 
his time, no one can successfully dispute. It was 
many years before the Ohristian churches were 
united under one héad. Mr. Hirshey ridiculed the 
Herculean wonders that Romanists claim Sb. 
Patrick performed, yet he believes the equally ridic- 
ulous stories of the Bible, and eulogized St. Au- 
gustine, one of the greatest of ecclesiastical frauds. 
He scored the Catholic hierarchy for perverting 
history, while everything he said applies to Protes- 
tants with equal force. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


——— 


White-Caps and Sabbatarians. 


Here in New York we hav a right to be shocked 
and we are shocked when we read the dispatches 
telling how a number of Indiana people hav just 
taken a neighbor out and whipped him on his bare 
back to improve his morals. But we should be 
rash in concluding that this kind of public spirit 
manifests itself only in Indiana. It was only the 
other day that a poor pedler was locked up here in 
New York for selling ear-muffs and stockings in a 
way that some of his neighbors thought irreligious. 
Scores of otherwise innocent citizens hav been 
dragged recently to the lock-up for pushing a ball 
across a table with a stick, and if we are nob actu- 
ally white-capping anyone illegally a strong effort 
haa recently been made to establish the White Cap 
whipping-post as a permanent New York institu- 
tion. All this is the result of the zeal of well-mean- 


laws. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ing enthusiasts who think they can regenerate the 
world by regulating the private lives and habits of 
other people. The Indiana White Caps undoubt- 
edly mean as well as any other coerciv regulators 
whatever. They are more clumsy in their methods, 
but that makes no essential difference. Why is it 
so hard for some people to understand that they 
are living in free America near to the twentieth 
century, not in Spain under the Inquisition nor in 
New England under the Puritans ? 

There are not less than half a dozen proposals 
p nding at Albany for the reformation of our Sun- 
day blue laws. Every one of them, without an ex- 
ception; errs radically. They all recognize the 
right and duty of the state to prescribe and 
enforce the observance of Sabbaths, or, as our 
statutes put it, “holy time.” Right there lies the 
fundamental wrong involved in all our Sunday 
À purely secular state has no business and 
no right to prescribe any form of religious observ- 
ance. It has properly nothing to do with religion 
except to protect every citizen equally in his right 
to worship God or any gods he pleases in any way 
and at any time that may suit him, so long as he 
violates no law and does not interfere with the 
equal liberty of his fellow citizens. The most radi- 
eal of the impending bills is that of Mr. Adler. It 
provides that in eities of 500,000 inhabitants or 
more àny màn may carry on his ordinary business 


on Sunday if he files with the police authorities an 


affidavit pledging him to keep some other day as a 
Sabbath. This would be just as much a blue law 
as any act ever passed anywhere concerning Sun- 
day. It rests absolutely upon the assumption that 
ihe state has aright to require the citizen to ob- 
serve a Sabbath. If it has any such right it has a 
right also to select the particular day to be ob- 
served —JVew York World. ; 


Observations. 


A belated Catholic paper brings information 
about a miracle cure, as follows: A boy of eight 
years, who was squint-eyed naturally and had had 
his sight totally destroyed by a stone that hit his 
glasses, was led to a “shrine” where a section of 
St. Anne’s spinal column was on exhibition, aud re- 
covered the power to see when the sacred relic was 
rubbed across the bridge of his nose. All of which 
occurred in the state, city, and county of New York. 
It is a fair sort of miracle, and the Protestant jour- 
nals that hav taken up the incident and proved it to 
be a fake can hardly hav proper respect for the 
cherished beliefs, tender feelings, and sacred associa- 
tions (if I get the cant phrases right) of their Cath- 
olic brethren. But Protestants are inclined to be 
weak on the question of present-day miracles, any- 
way, though they still profess to be awed by the 
old ones. Their attitude was pretty clearly indi- 
cated by the Rev. Junius Hatch. when undergoing 
examination to test the soundness of his crthodoxy. 
One of the solemn committeemen pinned him down 
thus: “Brother Hatch, do you accept as true the 
account of the creation as found in the first chapter 
of Genesis, and do you believe that God made the 
world in six days of twenty-four hours each?” And 
Mr. Hatch’ said, * Yes, for anything I know to the 
contrary, God made the world in six days; but,” he 
added, *I hold that the age of miracles is past, and 
don't think he could do it again.” Protestants be- 
lieve that once on a time God healed the sick, but 
they doubt that the trick can be repeated. 


The Rev. Dr. Funk, editor of the New York 
Voice, is my next-door neighbor when he is at his 
office, but it is not on this account that there is a 
breach between us. The fact is that we differ on 


the subjects of religion and politics—that is, he |. 


believes in both, while I do not believe in either. I 
hav no doubt that personally the doctor is a benev- 
olent man—notwithstanding the card on his door 
which refers to the department of charities all ap- 
plicants for relief—and if I could distinguish him 
from the forty or fifty other clerical seeds who ron- 
dayvoo at No. 30 Lafayette place, I should fre- 
quently invite him, when in jovial mood, to come 
around to the hydrant and hav a drink of water at 
my expense. But the editor of the Voice is deaf 
and blind on prohibition, though providence, by 
some oversight, has not permitted that he should 
also be dumb. He professes belief in the accuracy 
of the Bible, which belief does not keep him from 
correcting it when it shows unsoundness on the 
temperance goose. All honest persons hav to admit 
that certain passages of scripture condemn the 
drinking of wine, but its utterances are so far from 
being what Mr. Gladstone would call “literally ho- 
mogeneous” that for every word prohibiting that 
beverage there are ten licerising its use. In defiance 
of inspired truth the editor of the Voice, who cannot, 
I think, make any pretensions to candor, holds and 
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| teaches dogmatically that the forbidden wine is 


alcoholic, while the permissible budge is the un- 
fermented juice of the grape. The Voice and Funk 
& Wagnalle's publishing house are the organ and 
supply station for the prohibition army. The house 
furnishes patent insides for local prohibition papers, 
and the Voice does the same for the skulls of the 
editors who hav no thinking facilities of their own. | 
It is only the Funk school of Bible temperance pro- 
hibitionists who entertain the two-wine theory. 
Christians who do not happen to belong to the Pro-- 
hibition party reject it as nonsense. Hebrew scholars 
are opposed to Funk, but such is his confidence in 
his own guesses that he declares that any preacher 
who acknowledges the presence of alcohol in the 
wine set forth by Jesus at the Cana wedding repu- 
diates his master unless he at the same time advo- 
cates intemperate drinking, since the wine was set 
before guests who were already drunk. This utter- 
ance of the leader of the Bible-prohibition crusade 
should be preserved as a curiosity by the reader, 
who may search till his eyesight fails him without 
finding a better sample of bigotry. It means that 
every consistent Christian must imitate each indi- 
vidual act of Christ or be damned. He must stroll 
through the country subsisting on alms; in the 
agricultural districts swiping corn when he is hun- 
gry, and in the villages avpropriating other people's 
horses when he wants to ride. And finally, I sup- 
pose, he must get himself hanged and trust to luck 
to rise the third day. Jesus Christ, if there was 
such a character, lived nearly two thousand years 
since in a foreign country, and his personal exam- 
ple, except as it illustrates the customs of his day, 
is of no more value than his old clothes. He ate 
and drank like ordinary citizens, and although he 
was called a wine-bibber there is no evidence that 
he consumed inordinate quantities. Persons in his 
financial circumstances are often temperate from 
necessity. But, admitting that he was a man who 
could drink or let it.alone, he certainly established 
the only commemorativ exercises that I know of 
where drinking is the main feature instead of being 
merely incidental to the solemnities of the occasion. 
I hav a notion that when people were ignorant of 
the action of alcohol on the system they attributed 
its hilarious effects to the presence of a spirit in the 
wine, and that it was this spirit which Christ per- 
formed incantations over before his disciples placed 
themselvs outside of it. Unfermented wine would 
not hav the spirit in it, and the incantations would 
be superfluous. j 

But the editor of the Votce has still another fad, 
and this one, in addition to its foolishness, has also 
the character of an atrocity. It is what he desig- 
nates as the **asexualizing" of men who violate the 
marriage vow, and he suggests a law to that end. 
The first thought to strike the reader is that such a 
law, from a clerical source, would act mainly after 
the pattern of a boomerang, and that the less the 
reverend doctor has to say on the subject the less 
attention he will call to that possibility. I mention 
this second and unseemly vagary in order to show 
Dr. Funk that he has chosen for the objects of his 
wrath two practices that lie everlastingly cemented 
together at the foundation of the Christian scheme 
of redemption. It may startle him at first to find 
that this isso, but he must learn to accept the truth 
wherever.found, on Christian or on hesthen ground. 
He will admit at once that Christ was necessary to 
the scheme, that he came of a line reaching back to 
the patriarchs, and that any change in the line must 
hav derailed or side-tracked the salvation train 
with the redeemer on board. The first chapter in 
the New Testament begins with these words: 


The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham. 


Saying nothing about father Abraham—who was 
a polygamist—who were the progenitors of David? 
Well, one of them was Moab. And who was Moab? 
The scriptures say he was the son of Lot and Lot’s 
elder daughter, and the same chaste record is au- 
thority for the explanation that Lot was designedly 
made drunk in order that he might become thé 
father, and incidentally the grandfather, of Moab. 
For further particulars see later editions—the story 
is too rank to tell in a printing office so near to 
Dr. Funk's vestal amanuensis—but what has been 
hinted at brings out the point that drunkenness 
provided David with an ancestor, not to say incestor 
likewise. So much for intoxication as an instrument 
under God for the working out of his great plans. 
The other factor in the scheme is adultery, which 
the prohibitionist proposes to punish with the sur- 
geon's knife—as if there were danger of more Solo- 
mons being born. Now Solomon was the next after 
David, and he was David's son by the wife of an- 
other man then living—as plain a case of adultery 
as was ever proved in a divorce court. This was 
not David's first offense, and if there had been Dr 
Funk's enough in Judea, he would hav been “as x- 
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ualized" before he ever heard of Bathsheba. Asa 
consequence, no Solomon; no Solomon with his 
million wives or less, no genealogy and no Jesus; 
for I don’t suppose that the reverend doctor can 
look his office cat in the face and say that he be- 
lieves Christ's earthly father was other than a man. 

Such were some of Christ's ancestors, and such 
the conditions under which they became so. Upon 
their lives and their records for chastity and sobri- 
‘ety the cause of Christian morality and Bible tem- 
perance rests. The humbug of the thing is that 
there are people, thoughtless or unscrupulous, who 
profess to believe that the events recorded in the 
Bible, including the acts of the characters named, 
were divinely ordered; and these same people hav 
set up a system of conduct exactly the opposit of 
that illustrated by the Bible models, and now point 
us back to those models as their authority. Such 
hypocrisy and fraud raises the gorge of a reasoning 
animal. Concerning Funk's Specific for Unchastity, 
Jesus recommended it, not as a punishment but as a 
precautionary measure. Possibly he took his own 
medicin (Mat. xix, 12); the church father Origen, a 
few years later, thought so and emulated him. It 
is appropriate to point out to the prohibitionist that 
this application of the remedy is much more effica- 
cious than his, since prevention averts the damage 
that may be done before cure can be effected. 
Moreover it is in perfect harmony with prohibition 
principles, for no sincere Prohibitionist will go into 
a mixed company with the intoxicating bottle in 
his possession. 


It is to be questioned whether the police of New 
York, by suppressing an exhibition of bronzed nu- 
dity on the stage, hav not delayed the solution of a 
great social problem. For the past year or more 
we hav had living pictures in tights, attractiv chiefly, 
we are assured, because they were demoralizing. 
That craze having exhausted itself, the manager of 
a Broadway theater introduced living statuary, sub- 
stituting drapery and bronze paint for tights. This 
drew well at first, but shortly succumbed to the 
satiated appetite and popular indifference that had 
done the business for its predecessor. Then, as the 
audiences decreased, the drapery was gradually dis- 
carded, until the statue was left unclad except for 
insignificant elastic tights and bronze powder stuck 
on with vaseline. The drift was evidently toward 
unclad and unpainted nudity when the police inter- 
vened and placed manager and models under arrest. 
Of course the only question is whether it would not 
hav been better, as a very disagreeable alternativ, 
to let this eroticism reach the verge and finally go 
down the bank into oblivion, a played-out fad. 
Now, as only the supply is cut off, leaving the de- 
mand unsatisfied, there is danger of a recurrence 
of the injurious exhibition ; then, “ when the worst 
that can be has been done,” and the hollowness 
thereof demonstrated, a revival of it would be un- 
profitable and therefore not liable to occur. 


During the trial of a ease before Ohief Judge 
Sedgwick in the supreme court, this city, last week, 
an eleven-year-old girl was offered as a witness. 
She was so small that the judge thought it proper 
to find out if she understood the nature of an oath, 
and the following examination was had to that end: 

Q. Do you understand the nature of an oath? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whatisit? A. Itisaswear. 

Q. What do you mean when you say it isa swear? A. 
Well, it is that I hav to tell the truth. 

Q. If you don't tell the truth, what then? A. That 
would be a sin. 

.Q. Whatisasin? A. A bad mark from God. 

The report says that “the venerable chief judge 
was visibly touched” and that he complimented the 
child on her intelligence, which is probably true. 
All the men on the bench are not free from super- 
stition, and some of them are not sufficiently famil- 
iar with religious methods to discriminate between 
nativ ignorance and the sophisticated twaddle of the 
Sunday-sehool They all ought to know, though, 
how easily and how often witnesses are drilled be- 
forehand by the attorneys for dramatic effect, and 
should be able in such cases to keep their emotions 
under control. The testimony of this mistaught 
little parrot was admitted, but the jury extinguished 
the pious moral of the incident by disregarding her 
story and, without leaving their seats, finding a ver- 
dict for the other side. 

An inquirer who has noted my weakness for in- 
dulging myself in remarks on the use of language 
and boring my readers therewith, desires to know 
how the word * evolute" stands with the philologers. 
I hope not to get many inquiries of this kind, as my 
knowledge of philology is short and I read more 
profitably than I write on that subject; but evolute 
is an easy Victim and is hereby condemned. « Evolu- 
tion” belongs to the same family as “involution” 
and *revolution" when the last bas the meaning 


expressed in “the American revolution.” A govern- 
ment is not revoluted. A man cannot involute him- 
self in trouble, nor evolute himself or be evoluted 
out of it. The government is revolutionized, the 
individual (altogether too frequently) is involved in 
difficulty, and if we must hav a verb from “ evolu- 
tion” it is evolutionize or evolve. But why cannot 
the Freethinker who has “evoluted” out of Ohris- 
tianity say that he grew? Evolution sometimes 
works the wrong way. 


** According to Luke, Jesus, having been born in Beth- 
lehem, was taken, after forty days, to Jerusalem, and 
there publicly presented in the temple; after which his 
parents returned with him to Nazareth. On the other 
hand, according to Matthew, after the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem, his parents were warned to flee with him into 
Egypt, since Herod, at Jerusalem, would be lying in 
wait for the child to destroy him. This warning was 
obeyed; hence, according to Luke, Jesus was publicly 
presented in Jerusalem at the very time when, accord- 
ing to Matthew, he was carried to Egypt to avoid being 
seen in Jerusalem.” —Judge C. B. Waite, in the Inves- 
tigator. š 

The Judge, perhaps from weariness, has not dis- 
closed all the strange things that crowded them- 
selvs into the little space covered by his remarks. 
Not only was the youngster in two or three places 
at once, but he was there for as many different 
reasons. Of course he went to Egypt to escape the 
slaughter of innocents, and he had to be in Jerusa- 
lem for presentation at the altar (circumcision ?), but 
the Egyptian excursion was for still another pur- 
pose, namely, that of fulfilling propheey—*« Out of 
Egypt hav I called my son"—though no such 
prophecy had ever been made about him; neither 
does it fit the case, as Jesus was not called out of 
Egypt but out of Galilee into Egypt. Incidentally 
he must be conveyed to Nazareth to verify 
another prophecy—* He shall be called a Naza- 
rene"—though the prophets never spoke these 
words of anybody. Matthew, who makes this queer 
break, appears not to hav been aware that Nazareth 
was the habitat of Joseph; that an angel had visited 
Mary there, and that when Joseph, with his female 
and young, “turned aside into Galilee " and * came 
and dwelt in a city called Nazareth,” he was merely 
going home. Matthew and Luke should hav “ got 
together.” Some of our Irish citizens who, two 
weeks ago, celebrated Sunday and Monday, March 
17th and 18th, to the glory of their patron saint, 
explain that St. Patrick had two birthdays “ be- 
cause he was twins.” In view of the variety of 
localities occupied simultaneously by the subject of 
these remarks there seems to be no escape from the 
conclusion that he was triplets. I charge the 
Christian world notbing for this prop to the doctrin 
of the Trinity. Gro. E. Macponatp. 


The New Genesis. 
DEDICATED TO THE CHRISTIANS OF EVERY LAND. 


Having an ardent desire to end the controversy 
between men of science and the believers in the 
Mosaic account of creation, and being filled with 
the holy ghost, I come before a thinking world—or, 
what is about the same thing, the readers of Tux 
Truru Sezxer—with a new theory in regard to crea- 
tion which I am fully persuaded will be accepted 
by all scientific persons, and which will prove en- 
tirely satisfactory to every believing Ohristian. 

**In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. He made the stars also.” 

But what did he make the stars out of? Just 
nothing—that is all the material there was. But I 
propose to show that it was all that was needed in 
the hands of an all-powerful God. Some may think 
this was & pretty thin material out of which to 
make worlds and suns and systems, but it must be 
remembered that, if the material was very thin, 
there was an unlimited quantity of it—which I shall 
proceed to show. 

Suppose we could shoot a cannon-ball from the 
earth to the sun in a second, and then suppose 
another cannon. ball should be shot from the sun in 
a right line with that from the earth to the next 
nearest fixed star, and suppose these cannon-balls 
should be shot from star to star for a thousand 
years, and that these balls should pass from one 
star to another in a second of time, we should be no 
nearer to the last star than when the first ball was 
fired from the earth. Before these worlds and suns 
and systems were created all of this space was filled 
with just nothing, plus God, and he was a spirit. 
So that it will be seen what a vast stock of nothing 
he had on hand as raw material. Then it must be 
borne in mind that this spirit was clothed with 
almighty power. Of course there must be a vast 
amount of solid matter in these innumerable worlds, 
and the question arises, How could all of these 
suns and planets be made out of nothing by a 
spirit ? 

Such a question avails nothing except to expose 
the ignorance of the questioner, and shows that the 


subject has not received due consideration. The 
philosophic mind will see at once that these systems 
of suns and planets bear no just proportion to the 
uvbounded field of nothing. So vast was this 
field that if it had been reduced to thousand-mile 
cubes, their number would hav been too great to be 
enumerated. So it will be seen that if the number 
of worlds was very great, the stock on hand was 
ample. 

But how could a spirit reduce nothing to planets 
and suns? O ye of little faith, follow me; the solu- 
tion is very simple: In the first place God collected 
together a vast amount of pig’s rennet, and this he 
scattered through unlimited space with his all-pow- 
erful hand. As soon as the rennet took effect the 
great expanse of nothing began to curdle and it 
grew more dense, * and God saw that it was good;” 
and he said, * Gee whiz! pig’s rennet is a success. 
And the evening and the morning were the first 
day.” 

And God saw that the endless nothing was not 
yet of sufficient consistency to work up into worlds, 
and he said, Let us scoop out a mighty gorge, 
deeper and greater than that of Niagara—yea, let 
it be deeper and wider than the bottomless pit. 
* And it was so.” 

Having completed the wonderful gorge, he sat 
down to get a little dirt out of his eye, and solilo- 
quized thusly, “ Well, that’s a h lof a hole; it 
must be conceded that I am the boss ditcher. I’m 
tired, my hands are blistered. and I sweat like a 
beaver.” And feeling quite thirsty he reached for 
the pitcher. A “snifter” went into the maw of the 
ditcher, and God began to roll the curdled nothing 
into the mighty pit which he had digged, and the 
impact increased the density mightily. And God 
jumped on it with both feet and stamped upon it 
and trampled it down. * And God saw that it was 
good” and increasing in density. And the evening 
and the morning were the second day. And God 
mixed up a batch of the pressed nothing, but he 
could not make it hard enough, and he was wroth, 
and his countenance fell, and he said, “I will not 
be euchred or turned from my purpose.” And 
God said, * Let us make a great machine, like unto 
a hay press; but, Great Scott! let it be as much 
greater as boundless space is greater than a tin 
rattle-box.” And it was so. So God created this 
machine, and he saw that it was good. “And the 
evening and the morning were the third day.” 

And God tried the machine, and it proved to be. 
a “dandy,” and he said, “Great is the Lord and 
greatly to be magnified. Ah, ha! there is none 
like me, neither above nor beneath ;” for the press 
instead of pressing a substance into squares or 
cubes, pressed it into globes; and God was de- 
lighted and danced and turned a summersault; for 
he saw that it was good. And the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day. : 

And God said, “Let us put the compressed 
nothing into the machine and press out worlds, and 
he did so. Yea, he fed it into the machine, and he 
eame down upon it with all his power, even as the 
ox’s foot cometh down upon a tadpole And in 
feeding the machine he jammed a nail off his finger, 
and he eried, * Ad-e-zook-ah," which being inter- 
preted means d—n the luck. But God is not a 
man to repent, neither can he be turned from his 
purpose, and he worked the machine, and turned 
out worlds abundantly, and he saw that they were 
good and he blessedthem. And the morning and 
the evening were the fifth day. 

And after the day's work was done, and God had 
taken all the compressed nothing out of the pit, 
Satan appeared unto him. And God said, ** Whence 
comest thou?” And Satan said, “ Up out of the pit 
which thou hast digged; and I will fill this pit with 
brimstone and here shall be my headquarters.” 
And God stretched forth his hand and took Satan 
by one of his horns; and Satan said, “ Let go that 
horn—such familiarity will breed contempt,” and 
he drew his three-tined fork. And God said, 
“Dost thou behold the wart on my nose?” And 
Satan said, “I behold.” And God said, “Now I 
swear by that wart that if thou dost not put thy 
fork aside I will stand thee on thy head.” And 
Satan went his way, and God whistled ta-ra-ra-boom- 
de-ay. à 

Aid God said, ** Go to now; these worlds must 
be distributed. Let us therefore build a derrick 
both great and high, even as high as the imagina- 
tion runneth.” And God stood upon the derrick 
and he did east the worlds into space from his 
almighty hand. And he was the first to throw a 
curve ball; and he curved them greatly, even so 
much that they went in circles. And as he was 
casting the worlds from the top of the derrick one 
which had a sharp corner of nothing sticking out 
from the side of it barked his hand, and in the 
bitterness of his anguish he cried out, “I am sick 


of the whole dodgasted business. Any God that 
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has not got the foresight to see the outcome better | with his brothers he went Westward and settled in| the few that do, and that is what the withholdin 
sd de P pud Rr M ae e has Len in Iowa, 1839. He married Miss Hannah Grace, 1845, | of more than six hundred millions of dollars m 
prentlos: Sarthe de n m 7 E: Ed ap- pares one son living, Horace Greeley Dutton. vested in church property from assessment and 
hands in diseinm- the eit : al 118 dn my | Another brother, John, died in 1840, aged twenty | taxation amounts to. The vast amount of church 

i gging great pit, and I jammed my | years. All this family hav been faithful these many | property put on the tax books would aid the tax- 
finger in that old hay-press—besides, it winded me | years, in the front ranks, to the principles of Free- | burdened owners of mortgaged homes and farms 
a good deal to run it—and now I am knocked out. thought. they hav left a noble record, and with | materially. To say that the untaxed church edi- 
entirely. Let the world-making business go to} pride we can point to their long and honorable | fices are a benefit to the morality of the country 
sheol. I'm going to hav a rest.” And the morning | service. They hav never faltered, and their chil. | and claim exemption on that score is basing a false 
and the evening were the sixth day. dren and grandchildren hav a precious inheritance | claim on false premises, for the great majority of 

And God said, “The heavens and the earth are | of memory and love. people do not and will not attend the churches. 
finished and all the hosts of them,and I am mighty | Around the grave the heart of humanity beats | There is a strong undercurrent of feeling on that 
glad of it. If any poor God was ever put through | and friendship grows, and the glorious thoughts of | subject in Florida that will burn its way to the sur- 
a course of sprouts I am that God. If I had|liberty and progress make the mind elate. We| face in the not far distant future. Let justice be 
known that I would come out the sorriest God that | meet the inevitable with courage and not despair. | done though the heavens should fall— Tampa 
ever undertook to get an honest living, I would hav | I enjoyed the hospitable home of Mr. and Mrs. | (Fla) Daily News. 
been ripped up the back before I undertook the | Charles Dutton. I was pleased to meet with H. G. ine 
job. I don’t know whether it is finished according | Dutton, who is devoted to our cause and will cer- Samuel P. Putnam, in a series of lectures on 
to contract or not, and I don’t care. Iam so done | tainly be of service upon our platform in the future. | Freethought at the Jaffa Opera House, was a grand 
for that I could not even make another little world, | He was married Oct. 21, 1891. to Miss Clara Barr ; | success, far beyond the most sanguin expectations. 
and I throw up the sponge. Oh, this is a bully | has one son, Charles Earl, born Nov. 11, 1894. He proved himself an able, efficient, forcible, and 
day; I ean just stretch out on the grass and take it | Thus, amidst the shadows of the grave, glow the eloquent speaker. His expression of what Free- 
easy. Ill remember this seventh day just as long | beautiful hues of life's morning, and the bloom of thought is and its methods was simply logicel 
as I liv, for on this day I rested when I could do | birth irradiates the tomb. illumination. Crystallized in a nutshell he affirmed 
no more. Another day's work would hav sent me} It was a pleasure also to meet Claude W., the son that Freethought was based on truth, morality, 
up the fine. Blessed be this day, for on it I had a | of Jerome Dutton, a young man of fine literary liberty, science, and everything that improves the 
lay-off when I was fagged out. Let the man who | ability—a contributor to many of the secular news- world and makes mankind better and happier. I 
attempts to do any kind of work on this. day be | papers—who, in spite of physical weakness, main- believe the effect of these lectures will be beneficial. 
chased by knock-kneed skunks by day and haunted | tains a splendid courage for life’s battle. People are thinking, talking, investigating, and 
by cross-eyed owls by night. Selah.” Our old comrade, James A. Greenhill, was also | this is the pathway to truth. Further, I think the 

For years ministers and Christian writers hav| with us to render the last tribute to our fallen | efect will be to liberalize and broaden the publie 
been trying to harmonize the account of creation | friend, and to giv his sympathy and the true heart | ™i2d and make it more tolerant and just to all 
as set forth in the book of Genesis with the claims | of humanity which only can cheer in an hour like | ®78tems of thought and activity. These lectures 
of science, and it has proved a signal failure. An | this. hav developed the fact that Freethought has a large 
Infidel devotes one Sunday to the subject and the} We can giv no false hopes to the stricken spirit | following in Trinidad. I feel highly delighted over 
thing is accomplished. Tally one for the Infidel. | —no light of heaven mingled with the lurid fires the result. Heretofore I hav been almost in a gang 
And I would say to the clergy of every Christian | of an eternal hell. We can giv only the common by myself. Now Iam in the midst of a genial, 
denomination: You are at perfect liberty to promul- | light of sun and sky—the voice of nature and of magnificent sympathy.— J. R Maulding, in Trini- 
gate this new version of Genesis for the edification | reason which teaches us to meet life and death with, dad (Col) Monitor. : 
of your hearers and the glory of God. And as I | equal spirit, not to be crushed, but to be strong in Nen í 
do not intend to hav this new theory copyrighted, | human love and duty; to make the best of what is, Colonel Ingersolis Lecture Appointments. 

I would say to the religious press, Publish it from |and to press forward. We are not alone, but to- Sunday, March 31st, Jersey City, N. J. 

Dan to Beersheba without. let or hindrance. And |gether. We work with one another, and for one Tuesday, rei c Danbury: Cou i 

to the great spirit who used the rennet and brought | another, and in each day's toil find the reward and | Friday, April 12th, Norwioh, Conn. 

this world into existence, and who presides over the | hope, not of an unknown future, but of the living 
destiny of unnumbered worlds and systems,I am | and beautiful present, which death cannot destroy, 
not only with you, but for you. With much re-| but illuminates with heroism and sacrifice. The 
spect and best wishes, I am sincerely and truly thine. | dead are not forgotten. Their virtues are still the 

Naples, N. Y. Joun Pzox. jlight of our pathway. SauvzL P. Purnam. 

Prophecy, as such, seems to hav been a very 
common method in the remote past for recording 
history. Those unacquainted with ancient customs, 
when looking back upon what purports to be pro- 
phetie revelation, are confounded at its accuracy, 
real names sometimes appearing, though such per- 
sons or places did not really exist until centuries 
after the alleged prophecy. Glance through what 
passes for history, labeled New Testament, and 
we are frank to admit, if there was such a char- 
acter as Jesus, and he is correctly reported in the 
gospels, then there is one genuin prophet reflected 
on our times, and that person was Jesus. Our 
Christian friends, we are sure, will thank us for 
this admission. A prophet, if you please, reader, 
not a God. What are the proofs? 

“Think not that I am come to send peace on 
earth; I eame not to send peace, but a sword.”— 
Matthew x, 34. 

“And the brother shall deliver up the brother to 
death, and the father the child; and the children 
shall rise up against their parents. and cause them 
to be put to death."—Matthew x, 21. 

“For I am come to set à man at variance against 
his father, and the daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” 
—Matthew x, 35. 

“For, from henceforth, there shall be five in one 
house divided, three against two, and the two 
against three.”—Luke xii, 52. 

Go, read the bloody history of Christianity from 
the time these terrible words are claimed to hav 
been uttered, and what a literal fulfilment! Dis- 
cord, violence, wars, and death mark every page of 
history from that time to this.— London Free- 
thinker. 


Leetures and Meetings. 


. Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 

ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 

York, at 8 o’clock. Program for March: 

March 29th—‘‘ Enslavement of the American People.” 
Henry Nichols. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'elock in Long Island Business 
Oollege, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for March: . . 

March 3tst—‘‘Affinitism.”—A theory of the Universe op- 
posed. to Theism, Pantheism,. and Atheism. Reid 
owell. 


. Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st.. Cinoinnati. Program 
for March will be filled by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel. 


March 31—*' After Christianity, What ?” 


Tux Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
seoretary meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner's all, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 

On Sunday, March 31st, at 230 p.m, P. A. Herwig 
lectures on ‘‘Monev and Labor.” At 7.30, Lawyer 
Sparks, of Camden, N. J., on ** Mistakes of Ingersoll." 


Tur Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 p.m., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Tux Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock. All Libera 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Seoretary. 


Tur Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clcek Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. 


Tur Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. | Evervhodv invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins 


FRANKLIN SmgINER left for the West last. Wednesday. 
In May he will make a trip into Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and Northern Michigan. Write him for engagements to 
Box 882, Des Moines, Iowa. . 


A Memorial. 


Oa Thursday, March 14th, I was called to attend 
the funeral services of Lorenzo D. Dutton, which 
took place at his home in Clinton county, Iowa. 
Mr. Dutton died March 13, 1895, at the age of 76 
years. He was born in Chenango county, N. Y., 
June 28, 1818, the son of Charles and Nancy Pear- 
sall Dutton. He was a pioneer both in Iowa and 
in California. He came to lowa—then a territory 
—in 1841, and in 1850, with his brother Jerome, 
made the overland journey to California. He re- 
mained in California four years, and then returned 
to Iowa. In 1856 he married Miss Sarah H. Alli- 
son.. He leaves nine children—-Charles A , Viola M., 
Orsini, Nancy P., Marth J., Lorenzo D., Elva B., 
Orpha M., and Goldie May. His daughter Blanche 
I. died a few years since. At the time of Mr. Dat- 
ton’s death he was vice-president of the Clinton 
County Old Settlers’ Association and presided at 
the meeting of that society held at DeWitt last fall. 
He held the offices of justice of the peace, county 
assegsor, etc. In every respect he occupied a high 
position in the community and vindicated Free- 
thought and the worth of humanity. He stood for 
liberty, reason, science, and reform always. For 
over fifty years he was a citizen of Iowa. He lived 
without fear and died at last in peaceful repose. 

The four Dutton brothers hav been for halfa 
century a great influence for freedom and progress 
in Iowa. Leroy Dutton, the eldest of the brothers, 
born in 1816, died Dec. 19,1894. He came to Iowa 
in 1839. He married in 1843, Miss Harriet Heller, 
who died in 1845. In 1848 he married Mrs. Flora 
Baldwin, who died in 1889. He leaves no children. 
A stepson survives him, Richard C. Baldwin, who 
married Miss Emily Brown in 1860 and has four 
children living. Mr. Baldwin occupies the old 
homestead of Leroy. 

Jerome Dutton, the youngest, was born in 1826. 
He left New York in 1887 for Pennsylvania, and 
thence camé by raft to Madison, Ind., thence to 
Alton, Ill., and in the spring following settled in 
lowa. He went to California in 1850, and returned 
in 1854. He was elected to town and county offices; 
was justice of the peace, ete. In 1856 he married 
Miss Oelinda Parker, who survives him with two 
children, Claude W. and Bessie. He died Oct. 4, 
1893. 

Charles Dutton is the only one who now 
livs of the four brothers. Born in New York, 1823, 


—^Ü»—- 


The subject of the impartial and indiscriminate 
taxation of all church property is awakening wide- 
spread interest over the entire country. In Wis- 
consin and Michigan the fight is waxing hot with 
an even chance of the advance wing of humanity 
winning the. battle. In the state of Washington 
and in New York the advocates of a religious 
church and a secular state—total severance of 
church and state—are making vigorous battle and 
are steadily gaining ground.. Not one-fourth of the 
people ever enter a church, and many take it as a 
hardship that they and the entire mass of people 
should be taxed for the benefit and advantage of 


^ 


He Was au Excellent Pastor. 

One afternoon, about two years ago, we wert 
standing on the corner of Franklin and Soutk 
Fourth streets, talking with a Methodist, when we 
were joined by a prominent Episcopalian. In the 
course of our Conversation, which was somewhat of 
a jocular character, the Methodist, placing his lef! 
hand on our right arm, said to the Episcopalian: 
* Did you ever know that this man was once mj 
pastor?" « Yes,” said the Episcopalian, “and b- 
was a damned good one, too."— Editor Shaw, i; 
the Independent Pulpit, . 
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Letters of Friends. 


A Case of Miscegenation. 
SPRINGDALE, ARK., March 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $1 for your 
noble and truthful paper. 

Now will you please tell me to what na- 
tionality Jesus belonged? I know his 
mother was & Jewess, but what was this 
Holy Ghost? I cannot understand. . 

Yours as ever, J. W. COLEMAN. 


Alive on the Sunday Issue. 
San Francisco, March 5, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: You are dead right on 
the Sunday question; what is & crime on 
Sunday ought to be acrime on Monday. 
The article in January 19th as to who is 
damned, is good. Yes, Jesus was ‘‘some- 
thing of a reformer.” That American 
Eagle article in same issue, beginning ‘‘ It 
is our duty,” is way off its base; it don’t 
go. Your comment is O. K. Tux TRUTA 
Sxrxer is splendid. I buy it weekly from 
an old lady who keepsastore. I buy it 
that way because it givs two people a 
chance to make a living. Anything that I 
can do for you in this land of sunshine, 
fruit, and flowers, I will try to do. The 
world is progressing over in Berkeley 
at the university. Nothing like science to 
bring people to their senses. Hoping that 
you will still peg away at the Sunday busi- 
ness (and no Bible in public schools), I 
remain, Sincerely yours, A. JOHNSON. 


Buckeye versus Buckeye. 
Locust CORNER, O., March 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: It has been said that com- 
positors are the most abused class of men 
in the world. Perhaps they deserve it. 
They hav evidently been ‘‘ monkeying’’ 
with a communication in your issue of 
March 2d, entitled, ‘‘Truth About the 
Tarif." They should try again, and for 
the words ‘‘free trade ” and ‘‘ free trader,” 
they should substitute ‘‘ protection” and 

“protectionist,” and vice versa. 
This will not remove all of the absurdi- 
' ties, but it will intersperse sparks of rea- 
son through an article that is otherwise 
absolutely senseless, and at the same time 
relieve its author of the apparent responsi- 
bility for exactly five point blank ——s. 
Unless these corrections be made in Mr. 
Hamilton’s communication, that gentle- 
man will. be justified in visiting Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER composing room with a tomahawk. 

CHas. O. Hays. 


Good! 
ATCHISON, KAN., March 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: 1 presume you will be 
pleased to learn that I hav taken one step 
toward having the name of Thomas Paine 
brought before the children of our public 
school. As the pupils all had to speak 
pieces in honor of George Washington’s 
birthday, and as I could find no piece 
suitable, I composed these lines for my 
boy to speak: 
Be true, my friends! ’tis grand to liv 
With ideals high to lead you on; 
"Tis grand to dedicate and giv 
The mind and toil like Washin ton, 
One of the bravest, grandest men 
That ever walked beneath the sun. 


And there's another Fero sleeps 
With him beneath the heaven's blue, 
Whose memory every patriot keeps 
Undimmed among the noble few. 
Let’s wave the banner too for him 
And giv to Thomas Paine his due; 


To Thomas Paine, who hand in hand 

With Washington made gallant fight; 
Who saved and gave our suffering land 

To freedom and eternal right. 
Let not their names be e'er forgot 

Nor Liberty be lost to sight. 

Yours for Liberty, 
Mrs. GEORGIA BERGMAN. 


Compulsory Praying! Think of It! 
GEORGETOWN, Cor., March 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: Father has been a sub- 
scriber to your paper for a long time, and 
we feel we cannot do without it. Times 
are very hard here owing to the downfall 
of silver, thus closing the most of our 
mines and throwing so many men out of 
work. 
Yet, every Sunday, we can see our five 
churches here crowded with these same 
men and their families, often taking their 


last cent, giving it to the minister for him 


to dress finely and lie around at his ease, 


while they go home to their dinners of— 
what? Perhaps, bread and water. 

As in many other places, our good Chris- 
tian friends introduced religion into our 
public schools, but the children of Mr. 
Joseph Gallagher refused to pray, where- 
upon the teacher tried to make them, but 
they complained to their father, and our 
Freethinkers joined in a band and did 
away with religion in the public schools 
here. We are about one hundred and fifty 
strong here, but seldom hav any Free- 
thought lectures. I think it would be a 
good idea if some good Freethinking 
speaker would come into our little mining 
camps and guide us in the path where 
we may think for ourselvs. 

Inclosed please find $1.50 for my father 
(John Cowen’s) subscription, and we will 
send more money as soon as it is possible. 

Yours truly, Maaarg E. Cowen. 


Missed the Cartoons That Week. 
. MiuxNzAPOLIS, March 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: As I.am one of the delin- 
quents that you admonish weekiy to settle 
with the publisher, and ag I hav been using 
your money, as it were, for the last four 
or five months, I think it no more than 
right to pay you interest; that wi!l at least 
make me feel square with you, so I remit 
& year's subscription with interest, aud 
twenty-five cents for the Annuar. I would 
like to get Putnam’s great book, and many 
others, but I hav no work at present. I 
hav invented a machine for putting horse 
collars together without stitching. If I 
make a few thousands out of it, I will re- 
member the great champion of mental lib- 
erty, the editor of our paper. I hav a 
good many back-numbers, and I guess I 
wil make another grand distribution, as 
this city needs enlightenment badly. 
enough. I would like to donate to the 
Wise end Fleckten funds, and will if I get 
into business soon. If you will send mea 
package of back-numbers I will circulate 
them among the young men. I think it 
is not much use to giv them to old people, 
I see no cartoons in last copy of the paper. 
Heston has not given us a God with a horn 
in his hand—see Hab. iii, 8,4. The or- 
thodox God and devil make a great team, 
one with horns in his head, and the other 
with horns coming out of his hand. Selah. 

A true friend to the cause, 
S. G. COOPER. 


With Us from the First Number. 
WonorsTER, Mass., Feb. 28, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: In the early '70'8 I received 
a small paper from Illinois with the title 
TRUTH SEEKER, published by D. M. Ben- 
nett, the issue to be as often as circum- 
stances warranted, at fifty cents a year. I 
immediately became a subscriber by re- 
mitting for two years. I hav repeated 
the practice ever since and witnessed the 
growth of the paper to sturdy manhood. 
I wonder how many are left on your list of 
subscribers that commenced with the first 
number? The paper has done and is doing 
a great work, especially the telling car- 
toons of Heston; they speak elcquently, 
and I only wish they could be seen weekly 
by the whole population of the United 
States. I sent you a few days ago a 
copy of one of our dailies which set forth 
the feeling of one orthodox church of this 
city toward another of the same stripe, 
which has purchased the land and is about 
to erect a church building on the opposit 
corner. Each of these churches has its 
own portion of wealthy attendants. Verily 
how they love one another! Perhaps this 
might make a subject for Heston or a 
topic for G. M., the observations writer. 
Inclosed find check for the year’s sub- 
scription, a little delayed, but no doubt 
it will still come handy. May success at- 
tend your efforts is the earnest wish with 
which I subscribe myself, 
Most sincerely, Henry S. Bacon. 
P.S.— Send me copy of ANNUAL. 


Applying Commercial Methods, 

BREATHEDSVILLE, Mp., March 18, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: Inclosed order with that 
of two weeks ago makes a total of 32 
copies of Paine’s ** Age of Reason " that I 
hav sold in this vicinity in the last few 
weeks. I previously sold four copies I 
had on hand, making a total of three 
dozen copies circulating here. This ought 
to do much good and lay the foundation 
for Freethought work in future, 


-mand as you hav good common sense and 


! steal & march on us, 


I marvel that you hav the courage to 
keep hammering away when we, your 
readers, that is, many of us, do so little to 
aid you. And then the times are so hard, 
and little prospect of any improvement, as 
we seem to be completely in the power of 
the gold-bugs and corporations. I see no 
way out unless we make a raid on them as 
our grandmothers used to on their near 
relative, the bed-bug, with an old coffee- 
pot and plenty of hot water. They are 
much worse than the bed-bugs in that 
they are not content with our blood, but 
they want the very bed and all. 

Hav you read ‘‘Shylocks,” by Gordon 
Clark? I wish every thinking person 
might read it, especially the readers of 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 

We enjoyed Mrs. Semple's reply to 
Morse's harang on Ingersoll's lecture; we 
got the same from all the pulpits in Con- 
cord and Manchester after he was out of 
their reach. They even sent to Boston 
for help to pull poor old God out of the 
gutter. No paper that I saw gave any- 
thing but a notice of the lecture, while 
the sermons were printed in full. That's 
justice. 

The sermons reminded me of a talk I had 
with a pious lady: ‘‘How could I doubt 
there was a heaven, when God showed us 
so plainly there was? The trees and flow- 
ers died and came to lifeand beauty again." 
I told her I had never seen a dead tree 
leave out, and that when they shed their 
foliage in the fall they were no more 
dead than she was when she fell asleep at 
night to awaken in the morning refreshed 
for another day’s journey. here on the 
shores of time. 

We send greeting to all the truth seek- 
ers at home and abroad, to our former 
workers who are resting in the twilight of 
life, and to the author of ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” to Eugene 
that his pen may never falter, while 
George will always ‘‘ observe.” 

Sincerely thine, ErrA MARDEN. 


Selling persons the book seems better 
than lending it them, as they are likely to 
read ii enough to get their money’s worth 
out of it. Furthermore, they then hav it 
to lend to others if they choose, and you 
avoid the usual trouble incurred in getting 
the return of a borrowed book. 

Some of my success in selling the book 
is probably due to my having sixteen 
years’ experience as a salesman. I first 
excite their curiosity and desire to see the 
book (of which I seldom show them a 
sample) by telling them that it is over a 
hundred years old—a rare book—more 
talked about than any other theological 
book ever written, yet not one in a thou- 
sand has ever seen it. Next I tell them 
my cloth-bouud copy of it cost me $1.50, 
but that the paper-bound copy of it which. 
contains the most important part (omit- 
ting only the letters from Washington, 
Franklin, Jefterson, and a few others) 
can be bought at the low price of forty 
centy. Then I offer to send in their 
money free if they will purchase a copy of 
this. I then tell them of the ‘‘Age of 
Reason" a'one, which omits only the 
** Examination of the Prophecies,” and 
can be had for the low price of twenty- 
five cents. But, I add further, I am get- 
ting such a lot of them that I will get them 
at about fifteen cents each and I will hav 
one sent you for the same. Coming all 
the way down from $1.50 to forty cents, 
and finally to fifteen cents, with very little 
of real importance omitted from the book, 
makes it look so cheap that very few people 
will refuse to purchase a copy. I hope 

more will try it with equal success 
D. WEBSTER Grou. 


The ** Trial”? Was a Success. 
Avausta, ILL., March 3, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: My three months’ trial 
subscription to THe TRUTH SEEKER ex- 
pired March 1, and I am well pleased with 
the paper. The cartoons by Heston are 
splendid, and each one is a nail in the 
coffin of Christianity. I like the aggres- 
sivness of the paper. We hav got to fight 
if we win the battle. 
` Inelosed is $4.70. Send me Tar TauTH 
SEEKER for one year, and ‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated;" ANNUAL; 
** Bible Temperance;” ‘‘ Palpit, Pew, and 
Cradle;" and ** Liberty for Man, Woman, 
and Child." 

I hope to get a club of four subscribers 
for Taz TRUTA SEEKER, and get Putnam's 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought " 
for myself. Will you please explain in the 
paper why part of the Freethinkers use 
the date as follows: March 8, 295? The 
Secular Union uses same, and I must con- 
fess I am ignorant as to why they do so. 

Frank L. CHAMBERS. 

[They date from the beginning of the 
year 1601. This is called the Era of Man, 
or, by some, the Era of Science. It is in- 
tended to commemorate and perpetually 
indicate the acceptance of the Copernican 
conception of the universe as opposed to 
the teaching of the church that the earth 
was the center of. the solar system and the 
sun and stars but attendant orbs created 
to serve the interests of man, for whom 
God had made a heaven and a hell, to the 
former of which would go at death those 
who had accepted Jesus as the redeemer 
and to the latter of which he would con- 
sign those who had rejected him. In the old 
view, the earth was flat and stationary, with 
heaven jast above and hell just below. 
Giordano Bruno was burned at Rome on 
the 17th of Feb., 1600, for teaching doc- 
trins at variance with the Bible and church 
idea. He was at once the martyr of Free- 
thought and of science. About this time 
appeared Grotius’s treatis on international 
law, which was the beginning of the end 
of war, we hope.— Ep. T. 8.] 


How the Bible God Looks and Acts. 

VALLEY JUNOTION, Ia., March 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: We hav had for some weeks 
8 Bible pounder who has been frothing at 
the mouth to get atan Infidel. A week 
ago he defined his God, and proved him 
from 1 Kings xviii, 17. I flooded the town 
with the inclosed dodger, and sent him 
word that I not only would meet him, but 
would giv him $10 per night to meet me. 
He is very meek now, and is trying to 
crawl. Like Elijah, his Jezebel is after 
him, and he is on the run. 

Ihav written several articles for the pa- 
pers here, but I cannot tone them down to 
orthodox style; so they are rejected. Their 
side is given every day, and of course they 
get no reply; hav it all their own way. 
Yet I am surprised to see the many who 
oppose them, since the dodger appeared. 

JOHN Davis. 
THE DODGER. 

“The man who disagrees with us may 
do so honestly, and yet not be a coward or 
8 fool.” : í 

** He proved his God." 

Yes, Elijah proved his God by the Bible, 
but he did not giv ns a picture of this 
God. We will giv & Bible picture of him, 
and also some of his attributes. 

**'Round &bout him were dark waters 
and thick clouds; his head and hairs were 
white as snow; his eyes were as a flame of 
fire; his feet were like unto fine brass; he 
had horns coming out of bis head; burning 
coals went forth at his feet; in the midst of 
the seven candlesticks, one like unto the 
son of man. He had in his right hand 
seven stars, and out of his mouth went a 
two-edged sword. There went up a smoke 
out of his nostrils and fire out of his 
mouth." Again: **Our God is a consum- 
ing fire; dwells in darkness; his anger 
burns forever; is the author of good and 
evil." A most terrible being. But his in- 
spired prophets do not stop here. As terri- 
ble a being as he is, they make him afraid 
of man, and not able to lead his people, or 
control his passions. He indorses polyg- 
amy, adultery, and lying, encourages 
theft, robbery, slavery, cheating, drunk- 
enness, and injustice to women, intoler- 
ance, persecution, cruelty to children and 
animals, human sacrifices, cannibalism, 
poverty, vagrancy, ignorance, and obscen- 
ity, is jealous and repents, and ‘‘ givs laws 
not good.” All these areas fully proved by 
scripture as that there is a God, and if in- 
spiration when applied to scripture means 
truth then this is all true, and Elijah’s 
God is found. We hav a God of our own, 
but since Elijah’s God has been proven we 
dare not search the record of ours for fear 
he may also prove to be worse than the 


One Who Is Not Lukewarm. 
Penacook, N. H., March 6, 1895. 
Mr, Eprtor: By your good editorial on 
‘© Work That Should be Done at Once," 
we were reminded that our subscription 
would soon be out. I send $8—$5 for THE 
TRUTH Seexer, Paine’s ‘‘ Great Works 
Complete,” and the ANNUAL, the remainder 
to be used for the cause wherever you 
think it is most needed. f 
If you had as much money at your com- 


fighting ability the church would never 


Bible devil,and we might lose all confidence 
Yet he did not tell us how & 


in all gods. 
short time before this a certain woman, 


Jezebel by name, killed the prophets of 


the Lord, and after Elijah had proved his 
God and killed four hundred and fifty of 
the prophets of Baal, he appeared before 
Jezreel When Jezebel heard of the 
slaughter she sent him word that about that 
time to-morrow she would make him like 
the dead whom he had killed. Elijah fled 
for his life to Beersheba, left his servant 
there and went a day's journey into-the 
wilderness, took two meals there and trav- 
eled forty days to get out of the way of 
this woman and lodged in a cave at Mount 
Horeb. The Lord asked him what he was 
doing there. He told the Lord, **'T'he 
children of Israel hav forsaken thee, 
thrown down thine altars and slain thy 
prophets with the sword, and I, even I, 
only am left, and they seek my life.” He 
did not tell us the Lord himself at one 
time became the captain of the forces of 
Judah, and killed 500,000 Israelites. and 
that they also sometimes worshiped Baal, 
sometimes & calf, and sometimes God. 
Any of these gods are fully proven by 
scripture. Bible geography tells us the 
earth is flat, has corners, sides, ends, pil- 
lars, and foundations. Its astronomy is no 
better: the sun, moon, and stars were 
made after this earth was formed and set 
in the sky for lights to this world, and 
were very small affairs, as the several mill- 
ions occupied God's time only one day to 
ereate all, while it took five days to create 
this earth. The sun, moon, and stars 
traveled around this earth every twenty- 
four hours. The sun set at noon one day; 
it was stopped and set back ten degrees 
another day, and stopped for several hours 
for Joshua to massacre helpless men, 
women, and children. All these things 
are fully proven also by scripture. 
2 Joun Davis. 


Mortuary—John Davies. 
. Bosron, March 11, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find clipping from 
the Boston Post announcing the death of 
John.Davies, who was at one time a sub- 
scriber to your paper. He was ever ready 
to battle for the cause of Freethought, and 
his memory will always be pleasant in the 
minds of Boston’s Freethinkers. 

E. S. TAYLOR. 

The Post heads its report of the funeral: 
** John Davies— Tribute to the dead Free- 
thinker and actor by bis friends.” 

Friends of the great Freethinker and 
famous Boston actor, John Davies, 
gathered last evening in Hospitaller Hall 
to pay their tributes of love and respect to 
the departed. 

Mr. James Cooper said: “I always 
found Mr. Davies a perfect man. He al- 
ways stood for the enthronemert of rea- 
son. He was always a fearless advocate 
of men's right to think for themselvs. 

** He was born in Chester, England, in. 
1821. He began his trade in Manchester, 
England, at the age of ten years. He came 
to Soston at the age of seventeen. He 
made acting a profession, and in the mean- 
time he worked at his trade of a barber. 

“In August, 1851, he became a member 
of the Boston Museum company, and con- 
tinued shaving and acting until 1861, with 
the Museum company. 

** He was the oldest barber in Boston at 
the time of his death. 

‘The only fault that anyone can find 
with him is that he was an ‘unbeliever.’ ” 

Mr. Melvin said: **Mr. Davies's early 
associations showed him the true and the 
false in life. He was just as ardent a hater 
of all that shackles mankind as Wendell 
Phillips, William Lloyd Garrison, and the 
other heroes of his time: No man was 
evér handicapped by Mr Davies. He 
never applied the gag in any meeting. 

“Ho has gone, we know not where. 

. The most fitting tribute to his memory is 
to keep alive the work of Liberalism that 
he began." i 

Dr. J. Van Elderen said: ‘‘I come here 
to pay a humble tribute to a worthy man. 
Fathering a cause devoted to free speech 
and opposed to demagogery and gag rule, 
he triumphed. He was a Freethinker and 
had the courage to defend his ideas. His 
work here has left an impress on all Boston. 
He was one of the grand heroes who are 
not born to die. He had a power. a will, to 
the very last. He was a hero and died as 
he lived.” a 

Mr. Greenwood said: ‘He never stooped 
to any unfairness or reoriminations, be- 
cause he never believed that it could aid 
his cause. There was a large charitableness 
about him. He was always fair. He was 
always willing to giv his fellow men the 
same opportunity to express their views as 
he had for himself, even though those 
views differed from his. His memory will 
always be dear to us.” 


Why Be a Christian? 
Mooguanp, Ia., March 10, 1895. 

' Rav. B, F. Minus, Dear Sir: You say a 
man should be a Christian in order to be 
reasonable, i, e. (governed by reason— 
just). Now this may be so to & man 


it. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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of narrow mind, or one who “ locks up his 


-reason and studies theology." Iam suar- 


prised that a man of your intellectual 
caliber would make such a statement. 

. Man has been defined asa rational animal 
—has he? In what book and chapter of the 
Bible did you find that? Or is it some- 
thing theology has purloined from science? 

So you are certain God has given us 
reason—I am not—and expects us to use 
Too bad! Another one of his mis- 
takes. To expect us to use our reason and 


still be Christians! 


You say reasonableness and righteous- 


ness are the same thing. I would advise 
you to consult Webster’s dictionary. If 
reasonableness, righteousness, and godli- 
ness lead in the same path, whither do 
they lead? I should judge, from appear- 
ances, to the church, where a good many 
of the so-called godly people put on its 
cloak to help them out in their devilish- 
ness, business, eto. 
further than that you or J hav no positiv 
proof. 


As to its leading 


Second. '*To be manly, you must be a 


Christian.” I beg leave to differ from you 
there. 
and noble (Webster). 
is one who has the moral courage to assert 
his honest opinion under any circum- 
stances. The orthodox Christian has been 
defined as a living fossil, imbedded in the 


À man to be manly must be brave 
Now a manly man 


rock called faith. (Faith, a mixture of in- 


sanity and ignorance.) 


So you think God directs the footsteps 
of man? He must be a poor guide, as so 
few go in the straight and narrow path. 

The third **reason why you should be 


a Christian is because God's work needs 


you." Yes, God's work does need all the 


help it can get, for it is in deuced- bad 


shape. Poor God! He has been trying 


several different schemes in the last 6,000 
years to rope in the unwary, but his little 
Ah! 
Happy thought! He sent his ill-begotten 
son to establish his kingdem here upon 
earth. Perhaps he was getting old and 
feeble, and thought it about time the boy 


confidence game wouldn't work. 


was making his mark. 


You assert, ‘* The call that is brought to 
us to-day for the sake of the present and 


future generations [this looks awfully like 


counting chickens before they are hatehed] 


and the world, to be given entirely to 
God." Suppose, for the sake of argument, 


God did make the world, wouldn't it look 
rather silly to make him a present of some- 


thing that was his already? But possibly 


he may hav lost it, having so many worlds. 


to look after. If so, he would hardly 


recognize it now, as it used to be fat in his 


time. 


Fourth. ‘‘Moses was a wise man, and 


yet it was said of him that he would rather 


suffer affliction with the people of God 
than to enjoy the pleasure of sin for a sea- 


son.” Was Moses suffering the affliction 


of the people of God or enjoying the pleas- 
ures of sin for & season when he killed the 


Egyptian and hid him in the sand (Ex. 


ii, 12), and then sneaked off into another 
land, and made a bargain with the old 
man to go back and ‘‘spoil”’ the Egyptians?. 


(Ex. iii, 22). 


**T would rather hav the worst that could 


come toa Christian than the best that could 
come to a Christless man. I would rather 


be a pauper,” etc. ‘‘see my friend die, or 
reputation- blasted [I don’t doubt it], if I 
were able to say, as Job, ‘I know that my 
So you are not 


Redeemer liveth,’” etc. 
dead sure of it after all? I thought by 
your previous assertions that you were. 

Fifth. * Reason why you should make 
this choice is that you may hava good 
hope [a hope! I should think you would 
want a surety] of everlasting life. I want 
this. I believeit is the noblest ambition that 
stirs the breast of man. I am not ashamed 
to say it.” So you are not ashamed to 
trample under your feet all that goes to 
make up an honorable man for a hope, & 
mere hope, of everlasting life. 

“Finally, you should be a Christian 
and should become one instantly, for the 
time is short. Now is the accepted time; 
now is the day of salvation,” ete. Thia 
has been sung for thousands of years, and 
probably wili be, as long as there is a 
5* sky pilot" left. J. E. Sr. ORo, 


Would be Utterly Vielous Without Christ. 

Mr. Eprron: The Baptist is the largest 
of the ten churches in Amesbury, and its 
pastor, George F. Babbitt, is said to be 
the ‘‘ smartest minister in town,” I hay 


never heard him speak, but from what 
members of his congregation tell me, I am 
led to believe that he is a great ** blower," 
especially when denouncing Freethinkers, 
which he does often. His hatred of them 
reached white-heat a few weeks ago, and 
he boldly challenged any Infidel in the 
town to come on to his platform for a joint 
debate. Having heard of it a few days 
after, I sent him a short note politely ac- 
cepting the challenge. Did he make 
arrangements for a debate? No; but, in- 
stead sent mea long letter declining my 
offer. His letter is too long to giv in full, 
but among other things he said: ''It is 
impossible for an Atheist to discuss the 
problems of Infidelity as an Infidel, * * * 
the difference in the order or quality of 
their minds being radical in respect to 
spiritual questions. Infidelity is confusion 
of mind, but Atheism is destitution of soul. 
» It is required that there should be 
the best trained men, men with the most 
perfect judjcial sense and disciplin, not 
only on the part of the contestants, but on 
the part of those before whom the case is 
argued. *. Reason why an Atheist 
eannot debate the questions that might lie 
within the domain of Infidelity: He is a 
“fool!” For the fool hath said in his heart 
there is no God! f 
cannot see this, for you cannot see any- 
thing straight in the spiritual world. When 


told that, in addition to the fact that you 
were &n Atheist, you were somewhat un- 
balanced, the possibility of & joint debate 
_* * Theres- 
son why I personally could not debate with 
an Atheist is, that it would put me in a 
position of self-contradiction as a teacher 
that the Bible is the Word of God, and is 
to be obeyed in ‘all matters of faith and 


was out of the question, 


practica.” This Bible says, specifically, 


own folly.’ By your very nature 


severe conditions of parliamentary debate, 
and tan your hide for public amusement. 
As to the scope of the matter to be cov- 


more time than a pastor has at his disposal. 


of license.” 


It seems he felt obliged to forego the 


pleasure of tanning my hide in order to 
prevent 


the minds of his psople from the impres- 


him the following letter the next day: 


I expected. 
would offer & better excuse than 
for declining. Not having hear 


originally thrown out, especially as it was 
conveyed to me 


listen to much of what the minister is say- 
ing. But it makes no difference to me 
whether it was the whole system of Chris- 
tianity, or only the poiut you mention, 


which was to be under consideration, I 


would gladly accept the challenge in either 
ease, and it could not alter the nature of 

our reply, which bars me out of any re- 
ligious discussion with you. As is the case 
with ministers generally, you use many 
words to express a very few thoughts, I 
hav read your letter carefully several 
times in order to discover your real reason 
for declining my offer, and, after much 
sifting, I find the reasons as you giv them 
are these: 

I do not possess the ‘‘proper qualifica- 
tions" for the following reasons: 

First, because I am an Atheist, and not 
an Infidel. 

Second, because I am ‘‘a fool without 
sense." ` 

Third, because the ‘‘ Bible says, specifi- 
cally, that one shall ‘not answer a fool after 
his own folly.'" 

Laying aside the fact that the language 
you use is not very complimentary to my- 
self, or very becoming to a servant of the 
‘ meek and lowly Jesus," I will consider 
your reasons briefly. 

It is a very easy way to back down from 
your position by saying that I do not 


^ 


Of course you 


that one shall *not answer a fool after his 


you cannot know the truth. * * ° By 
nature and early training nothing would 
afford me greater exhilaration than to meet 
you before a public audience, under the 


ered, an Atheist would hav the opportunity 
of his life to spatter the hearers all over 
with these inanities that would smirch like 
mud, and to wash them off would take 


* I believe in Jesus Christ, even 8s 
the very son of God, and take him away 
and you would drive me into every form 


the scripture quotations from 
smirching like mud. I hav no doubt it 
would hav taken him some time to free 


sions I would hav left on them. I sent 


Go. F. Bassrrr, Dear Sir: Your letter 
received. Iam sorry you decline to meet 
me in joint debate, but it is no more than 
I did, however, think you 
ou do 

your 
challenge from your own lips, it is only 
natural that it should hay reached me in a 
different form from what it was when 


by one of your church 
members, who ought not to be expected to 
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possess the ** proper qualifications,” but it 
will appear to the public, I believe, as a 
very weak excuse. Are you afraid to de- 
bate with anyone who will not promis to 
agree with you? You might challenge Dr. 
Talmage. No doubt you could defend 
Christianity from what he would say in 
opposition to it, better than you could 
from the attacks of an Atheist. A member 
of your congregation informs me that you 
frequently denounce Mr. Ingersoll. That 
is a perfectly safe thing to do as long as 
he is a thousand miles away, but what 
would you think to see Mr. Ingersoll in 
your pulpit, if you are afraid to meet one 
**of much less caliber?” 

The difference between an Atheist and an 
Infidel is not as great as you are trying to 


j make it appear. The Dictionary before me 


givs the following definitions: ** Atheist, 
one who disbelieves the existence of & 
God." *'Infidel, an unbeliever; one who 
denies the scriptures and Christianity.” 
In the sense that Infidelity is unfaithful- 
ness to & trust, I certainly would not care 
to be called an Infidel, but as the word is 
generally used as applied to skeptics, the 

ifference between an Atheist and an In- 
fidel is not as great as the difference be- 
tween a Baptist and a Methodist. 

Your refusal to debate with me because 
Iam au Atheist rather than an Infidel, is 
mere bosh. Because I am ‘‘a fool without 
sense.” It seems to me you are taking 
considerable responsibility upon yourself 
io pass judgment so hastily, considering 
that I am an entire stranger whom you 
hav never heard speak. You say that “it 
is required that there should be the best 
trained men, men with the most perfect 
judieial sense and diseiplin, not only on 
the part of the contestants, but on the part 
of those before whom the case is ar- 
gued.” I will not comment on your ún- 
mitigated conceit in placing yourself so 
far above me in **judicial sense and disci- 
plin," but will say that the remark is not 
very complimentary to your congregation 
which was to be the judge before whom 
the case was to be argued. hy are you 
afraid to hav the case argued before your 
own people? Tam perfectly willing that 
they decide which one of us is the most 
lacking in ‘‘sense.” You say you believe 
in Jesus Christ as the sonof God, Re- 
member, then, that it was Jesus who said, 
**But whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall 
be in danger of hell fire.” 

The last reason you giv is, perhaps, the 
weakest of all, for it brings to mind what 
& book of falsehoods, contradictions, and 
absurdities the Bible is. You could not 
debate with me because the Bible tells you 
to **answer not a fool after his own folly,” 
and in the next verse of the same chapter ` 
you are told just as specifically to ‘f an- 
swer a fool according to his folly.” Which 
is right? And yet that is only one of more 
than an hundred direct contradictions in 
that strange book, not to mention the 
cruelties, vulgarities, absurdities, and im- 
Possibilities. 

I hav briefly considered the reasons 
which you mention for declining my offer, 
and yet the real reason, I think, you hav 
kept to yourself. . You are afraid to hav 
your congregation hear the truth. It is 
not much of & compliment to their intelli- 
gence, and yet I believe it is the truth 
that not one in fifty of the members of 
your church knows what a contemptible 
old sham the Bible is. You know aii about 
it, but you get your living out of the ig- 
norance and credulity of others, conse- 
quently it is simply business for you to 
**pull the wool over their eyes.” 

On the words of this anonymous book 
you base your present faith and hope of 
future happiness. This book which repre- 
sents your God as the debaucher of a wo- 
man, you look to as a moral guide! Take 
away Jesus Christ and you say you will be 
driven into every form of license. Well! 
well! If Iever become so degraded that 
the hope of heaven and fear of hell are all 
that keep me in the paths of virtue, I hope 
I shall at least hav pride enough not to 
admit it. Are you sure those hell fire doc- 
trins of Jesus will always keep yon from 
going astray? The fact that they are a 
very weak restraint generally, is strikingly 
illustrated by statistics, which show that 
more crimes are committed by ministers, 
in proportion to their number, than by any 
other class of people. 

Now, sir, in closing, allow me to giv-you 
a little bit of advice: Denounce Free- 
thought, Atheism, Infidelity, or anything 
else which seeks to giv men mental liberty, 
just as much as you please, but be careful 
in the future about throwing out your 
challenges for joint debates, and it may 
save you the disgrace of making a cowardly 
backdown. Whenever you feel like show- 
ing your ability to ‘‘ pulverize” the Infi- 
dels of this community, remember that . 
there is one man, at least, ready and will- 
ing to meet you with the proof that 
Christianity, and the book upon which it 
is founded, are false, immoral, cruel, and 
tyrannical. 

Hoping you will be honest enough to 
renounce your religion, as many ministers 
already hav, I remain, with all the respect 
I can force myself to feel, 

Yours truly, J. A, WILSON, 
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TRUTH SEEKER. 


Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion: for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The School-Boy. 


We bousht him a box for his books and toys, 
Aud a cricket bag for his bat. 

Aud he looked tbe brightest and best of boys 
Under the new straw hat. 


We handed him into the railway train. 
With & troo» of his young compeers, 

And we made as though it were dust and rain 
Were filling our eyes with tears. 


We looked in his iunocent face to see 
The sign of a sorrowful heart; 

But he only shouldered bis bat with glee, 
And wondered when they would start 


'Twas not that he loved not as heretofore, 
For the boy was tender and kind; 

But his was a world that was all before, 
And ours was a world behind. 


'Twas not his fluttering heart was cold, 
For the child was loyal and trne; 

And the parents’ love the love that is old, 
And the childrens! love that is new. 


And we came to know that love is a flower, 
Which only groweth down; 
And we scarcely spoke for thespaceof an hour 
As we drove back through the town. 
—Nattonat Tribune, Washington, D. C. 
oe 


Correspondence. 


. Onanuzs Crry, Ia., March 11, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon: This is my first 
letter to the Children's Corner. My step- 
father takes THE TRUTH SEEKER, and 1 like 
to read the Children’s Corner. I am nine 
vears old. I hav a sister older than I am. 
Her name is Rosalind. I go to school and 
study reading, arithemetic, and spelling. 
I am in the second primer B olass, snd 
will soon pass into the A class. 

Jf any little girl would like to correspond 
with me, I would gladly answer. 

Your Liberal friend, Neva Trrvs. 


[We hope the above may be followed by 
other letters from Neva.—Ep. C. C.] 


Jersey Crry, N. J., March 4, 1895. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: I am a little girl, 
eight years old. I hav a little brother and 
sister. My sister’s name is Fanny Mildred 
and my brother’s name is Charles Voltaire. 
-I hava little brother dead, whose name 
was Howard Ingersoll. Both of my broth- 
ers were named after good men. I look 
at the pictures in Tue TRUTH SEEKER, al- 
though I don’t understand them. Papa 
reads THE TRUTA SEEEFR, and likes it 
very much. H goes to Mr. Ingersoll’s 

lectures and thinks a great deal of him. 

I think this is enough for this time; next 

time I might hav something more to say. 

Ers MunviHILL. 
[A good letter for a girl of eight years. 


—Ep. C. C.] 


Crossy, TEx., Feb. 10, 1895. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I saw my sister’s Jet- 
ter in Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and I thought 
I would write. We hav no school here at: 
present, but hope we will hav one soon. 
It is very lonesome here; not many living 
in this place. We hav had a heavy snow. 
I reckon God sent it to kill off the stock, 
but I guess the Christians would eall it one 
of God's merciful acts to kill the worms 
and grasshoppers. To-day is Sunday, and 
the preachers are allsnowed in, so they 
esn’t preach. My father takes THE TRUTH 
Sxxxzm, and I hav a good laugh over the 

cartoons every week. F. M. HARVEY. 


[It is too bad there is no school in that 
neighborhood, but you must study at 
home. —E». C. C.J 


BuTLEB, PA., Jan. 6, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I am a little girl only 
eleven years of age. I go to school and, 
when at home, I play school with my 
brothers and sisters. I am the teacher, 
but I never teach them anything about 
God, for I know nothing about him my- 
self, except what a neighbor’s little girl 
told me over two years ago. Shesaid that 
God made the world. Then I asked who 
made God, and she said she did not know, 
but thought his folks had made him. Then 
lasked her who made his folks, but she 
could not tel My little brother said. she 
got stuck. I was never at church bnt once; 
then I went to see the Christmas-tree at 
the Episcopal church, and I was so tickled 
to see the preacher in kilts. I know a 
Catholic lady who is so afraid when astorm 
comes that she prays with all her might, 
and says, ‘‘ By Jesus, I stand; by God, I 
love you." 

My papa takes Tum TRUTH SEEKER, and 
we are all Freethinkers. 

Irene FULLERTON. 


{Dear Irene, those questions hay been 
asked over and over again, and they neyer 
Fam, y 


hav been satisfactorily answered —and they 
never can be. The best way is to confine 
our questions to reasonable subjeots, that 
can be reasonably discussed. Then we 
shall bav plain sailing. We would not be 
surprised if Irene becomes a teacher in 
earnest some day, and she will undoubtedly 
be an excellent one, as Liberal-minded in- 
structors usually are.—Ep. C. 0.) 


Poxsro,. Cor., Feb. 5, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Friend of 
Humanity: After waiting for many 
months to hear from my last offering to 
the Children’s Corner, I conclude you did 
not get it When I read your letters de- 
scribing your trip to the West and saw 
you had passed through this place. I could 
hav cried. Had I known of it I should 
hav been to the depot to say, ‘‘ Hail and 
farewell," if no more. Your letters were 
grand, as they always are, and I am sure 
that the children everywhere enjoyed 
them 8s I did. I wish, though, you could 
hav had more time, so your friends could 
hav had you with them at the different 
places you passed. I hope you oan go 
again, and if so be sure to announce it 
some wecks before, so we can tell you of 
our whereabouts. It is not to be expected 
that you could remember so many of us, 
that is, where we are. 

The Children’s Corner improves, but 
how I wish the children could hav a whole 
paper to themselvs, as they could if money 
was more plentiful. But I see my letter is 
running on like a summer stream. 

With best wishes for you and all I am 
your sincere friend, 

Mary Barmp Finom. 

[We will try to see you when we pass 
that way again. Meantime our thoughts 
may run-to and fro, like a ‘‘ summer 
stream.” —Ep. C. O.] 

HoorzsroN, Inn. 

My Dear AuNT Susik: You will no 
doubt be surprised to hear from me, as it 
has been several years since I last wrote. 
We hav had some lovely skating. Papa, 
Ida, and.Y went skating yesterday, so of 
course we are tired to-day. I suppose you 
hav had both sleighing and skating at 
your home, hav you not? Although it is 
a dull, gloomy day, I went to church and 
Sunday-school at the Universalist church; 
the minister of the church taught the 
class I was in, and it was saddening to 
hear the way he talked. In speaking of 
King Herod, he said, ‘‘ If he lived now he 
would be called a bum,” and farther on 
he spoke of this king as being ''tipsy." 
Rather a reckless way for a minister of 
the gospel to talk—don’t you think so? 

I shall go to college at the end of the 
present term of school and will be gradu- 
ated when Iam eighteen. I suppose the 
next question will be, How old am I now? 
Well, I guess you know, a8 you saw me at 
the convention. 

I should like very much to hear Colonel 
Ingersoll leoture. 

With love and best wishes to yourself 
and sister, Iremain, Your niece, 

OLLIE JOHNSTON. 


[It is a great pleasure to hear from Ollie 
once more, and may it not be a great 
while before she writes again.— Ep. C. O.J 


Mipway, Ky., Feb. 18, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Though small it may 
seem to some, there was something strik- 
ingly beautiful in those words of Frances 
Wright, who, when checked in her eager 
inquiries concerning the philosophy of 
human life, replied, ‘‘Can truth be dan- 
gerous?” 7 

It is the evolution of this question to-day 
that has brought about such a marked rev- 
olution in the world of thought. And 
althongh the change is not as great as we 
would wish - for superstition is so comfort- 
ing, so enchanting to the masses, that it is 
indeed hard to part with it- nevertheless, 
Freethought is gaining ground, the min- 
isters do not control the mind cf the peo- 
ple as they once did, the Bible has not the 
hold on the preacher it once had, and 
heaven no longer assumes to dictate the 
affairs of men. We are discarding the 
divine mysteries of supernaturalism, and 
beginning to learn something about human 
nature. Life is too short to dwell on the 
inspired cruelty of the Old Testament, or 
the ignorance and bigotry of the New, 
when we hav the privilege of reading 
Shakspere and Darwin. We cannot afford 
to waste any of our time on the age-honored 
mytbs and hoary superstitions of the dead 
past, when there is a living world teeming 
with art and science and beauty—a living 
world of men and women, against whose 
hearts the waves of passion beat, hurrying 
on, some to victory, others to shame and 
despair. 

There is more glory, more real grand- 
eur, in the twinkling of a star, or the 
sparkling of a pebble at ebb tide, than in 
all the Bibles that avarice and superstition 
hav ever dictated to the diseased minds of 
men. : 

Helen H. Gardener says: ''There are 


just twe strong props under the pulpit 


to-day—the sentiment of women and the 
ignorance of children;" and we might add 
with propriety, the hypocritical cant of 
men. The average man (at least, I find it 
so where I liv) is scarcely Jess religious 
than the average woman, but women heing 
in a greater degree the slaves of conven- 
tionality, dare not speak for fear of social 
ostracism. Many women are proud of be- 
ing considered inferior beings, simply be- 
cause the Bible tells them they are. 

Admitting for a moment that the Bible 
is true, surely woman has something to be 
proud of. She was the first to drive from 
the garden of Eden the phantom of super- 
stition. The first to eat of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge ! 

Rey. Anna Shaw. must hav thought of 
that at the Atlanta convention, when she 
began her prayer with ‘Almighty God, 
our heavenly father and mother.” His 
lordship must hav felt pretty queer at 
being addressed in that new fashion. I 
wonder that the angels did not ory out 
against such blasphemy. 

It is marvelous the many interpretations 
the scriptures will admit of, according to 
the peculiar belief and prejudices of the 
individual. No wonder the Irishman said: 
**'The Bible is just like a fiddle. You can 
play any tune on it you plaze.” : 

'The scriptures were written by ignorant 
and designing priests who had their own 
aggrandizement in view; and it is very 
upjast, the way the Protestants hate the 
Catholics, when they are indebted to them 
for every word of their Bible and Chris- 
tianity. 

Just as sure as the Catholic church goes, 
the Protestant will follow. Both are bad, 
immoral, and unjust. The thought of the 
world is turning against a religion of faith 
and fear. As Colonel Ingersoll says: ** The 
church is dying of dry rot.” Religion has 
many dupes to-day. But superstition is 
no longer king of kings and lord of lords. 
The Bible has been weighed in the balance 
and found wanting. Science has risen, 
and Freethought has sent her glittering 
message across the wires of time. 

Well, I must close. With love for your- 
self and the boys and girls, 

Truly your friend, May COLLINS. 


ee 


A Good Child 
is usually healthy, and both conditions are devel- 
‘oped by the use of proper food. The Gail Borden 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk is the best infant's 
food; so ea.ily prepared that improper feeding is 
inexcusable and unnecessary. 


Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair, 


By S. P. Putnam. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide- 
Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It de- 
scribes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts 
to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the va- 
rioug buildings and what they contain, and 
is. all in all, the very best picture of ‘the 
Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling 
the visitor to make his way around, and 
the stay-at-home to see where he went. 

A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, 
enabling one to comprehend at a glance 
the magnitude of the Exposition, the 
greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 conta Five copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTE. SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Oontribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. k 
fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature, Cloth. 81. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth. Ur 
Address “THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. Naw York, 


—THE— 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


9 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTA'N THE ARGUMENT OF 
| THE AATIST 


x4 BY WATS N HESTON, 
DESI TH Pa ther OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are Classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 

9 ee The Church Hobbing the People. 
Thanksgiving. 

Bavbath Laws. 


DES 
t 
T 


Ae 


14 ^ Children and the Church. 
9 € Woman andthe Church — 
6 " The Charsh and Thomas Paine. 
4 * Studies in Naval History. 
3 k The Bible and Science. 
15 2 The Ciergy and Their Flocks, 
1 "E Fiet zin Our Penitentiaries. 
4 ^" The Atonemens Scheme. 
4 s Tho Lord and His Works. 
2 a Praver. 
10 H ‘Tha Creeds. ` 
1 s Cnristians and Mohammedans. 


2 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
5 Missionaries. v ; 
is The Lord's Instruments. 
* Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
yi The Church and Slavery. 
riests and Politics. 
dreland and the Church. 


i 
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: 

3 n Church’s idea of Civilization. 
1 e The Uses ot the Cross. 

4 E Unkind reflections on the Church. 
9 » Persecutions of the Ohurcb. 
12 ii Kome Allegories. 

8 " Heaven. 

8 ye Hell. 

T ^ Miscellaneous. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
fore appeared i: this country, and it is very doubtful 1f another ono live it will ever again be pube 
lished. Wo maist give the Truth Seeker Company the credit: f putting the book in the reach of all. 


At twice the pric -t worl 


d have ben a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 


signer is a wouderful sv ccegs. an tw; judge from our own f.elings that nearly every Literal in 
America wiil uesire à cop y of this most w.nde. ful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberaliam 


He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, and has done fni hfuland noble work for ihe cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make np the whole of lusvo!ume There ase nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that se ve first us exp.anations of th» illustrati n3 


and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


faisity of the charcu’s profe:sions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether tho 
book is one of t.e best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put n the 


bands of Preethinkers.—rBostoa Investigator. e 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.5Q- © 
füdreee THE TRV SEEKER, 


New Publications. 
Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tiona noticed herecan be had of Tus 


TRUTH SmgkER Company, at the price 
named, 


A New GospeL or Lazor. The Only 
Peaceable and Practical Solution of the 
Labor Question, and Thorough Remedy 
Against Hard Times. By A. Roadmaker. 
Seattle: S. Wegener. Paper, octavo, 
229 pp Price, 50 cents. 

'The author starts out with the revort of 
an interview with a president of the United 
States, in which it is shown that the great- 
est obstacle in the way of a redress of the 
grievances of the wage-earning classes is 
their failure to agree as to the cause of 
the prevailing discontent in their ranks. 
The president’s expressions, of which A. 
Roadmaker’s own experience compelled 
him to admit the great force, led him to 
conclade that the first step towards a solu- 
: tion of the industrial question must be to 
giv the working people the information 
that would enable them to tell ** what they 
waut." Probably few agitators will dis- 
pute this proposition, but when the writer 
says that his book contains just the infor- 
mation desired and that no other contains 
it he says no more than any other eco- 
nomic reformer will claim with equal con- 
fidence for his panacea. No doubt a few 
who read the book will find in it new ideas 
which they will accept, but the majority, 
the overwhelming majority, will read it 
only for the purpose of discovering wherein 
it agrees with or differs from their own 
established opinion. and to commend or 
condemn it asthe balance is one way or 
the other. A. Roadmaker forgets in his 
enthusiasm that the other schools of eco- 
nomic thought or feeling do notagree with 
him that they do not know what they 
want—on the contrary, they are sure that 
they do know what they want and how 
to get it, and esch school thinks that the 
great obstacle in the way is the stupidity 
of the adherents of the other schools. The 
real difficulty is not that all these workers 
do not know what they want, for they do. 
but that what they want would not be good 
for them if they could get it. Each contin- 
gent will admit that this is true of all the 
others.. It is probable this is what A. Road- 
maker meant to say, and that his purpose 
is to show them, not what they want, but 
what they should want. 

A. Roadmaker’s plan is, in brief, the 
creation of a cabinet Department of La- 
bor, at the head of which is the Secretary 
of Labor. His first duty will be the 
gathering of labor statistics, and the next 
the assisting in the formation of national 
and iocal Producers’. Unions. Any local 
union belonging to a national Producers’ 
Union shall be entitled to financial aid 
from the United States treasury. For 
each such local union the Secretary of 
Labor shall appoint a government agent 
as book-keeper at a sa'ary of $1 500 per 
year. The local uvion will giv the gov- 
ernment a mortgage on its lands, shops. 
buildings, farm, mine, or other means 
of labor. The aid rendered shall be in the 
form of government bills, to be known as 
United States Producers’ Notes. These 
notes will not be redeemabie in coin, but 
will bea lien upon the lands, buildinga, 
plant, etc., upon which the government 
has its mortgage, will be received for cus- 
toms, taxes, and duties, and be full legal 
tender. When these notes, together with 
the present notes and coin money of the 
United States shall reach the sum of $40 
per capita, the old money is to be called 
in and demonetized in the ratio that new 
Producers’ Notes are made, until they 
form the sole money of the country, to be 
increased as the population and industries 
of the country increase. These loans are 
to bear interest at the rate of one per cent. 
per annum. The wages to be paid to the 
members of a national Producers’ Union, 
as subdivided in its local unions, are to be 
established by the national executiv com. 
mittee, which is to consist of delegates 
from the different locals, and shall meet 
in Washington as soon as a national Pro- 
ducers’ Union has commenced to work 
under this law, and at stated intervals 
thereafter. No wages shall amount to 
more than $1,000 per year, save officers', 
which may be higher. The executiv com- 
mittee of each national Producers’ Union 
is to regulate the hours of labor for its mem- 
bers, and the amount of commodities to be 
produced by each local union. It shall 
also provide for full wage pensions to aged 
or disabled workers and to families be- 
reft of their Supporters. The measures of 
each national executiv committee are to be 
revised by the central national committee, 
consisting of the presidents of all the na- 
tional Producers’ Unions, this committee 
to a'l reside in Washington. It is the 
duty of this committee to propose to Con- 
gress changes in laws, including the tariff. 
Local unions borrowing from the govern- 
ment must not borrow elsewhere. Local 
uvions may suspend members who en- 
danger the welfare of the union; anational 
Producers’ Union (through its executiv 
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committee) can suspend a local union, and 
may itself be suspended by the central 
national committee. All saspended per- 
sons or bodies hav the right of appeal to 
the next higher body, and the final appeal 
is to the Secretary of Labor. Only citi- 
zens of the United States can become 
members. For the first three years after 
the passage of this act only unions com- 
posed of coal-miners can secure loans; 
after that period of time the privilege will 
be available for workmen of all classes. 
All Jaws giving away, selling, or in other 
ways disposing of farm lands, wood or 
coal lands, water-right, or other natural 
resources now in possession of the United 
States are declared null and void, and 
hereafter all such property shall be leased 
out free of cost to the different national 
Producers’ Unions organized under this 
act. The price which any union is to 
charge for its product is to be equal to the 
cost of production, these elements enter- 
ing into thecomputation: 1.. The salary of 
the agent. 2 The wages of ail workers, 
officers, and pensioners, including what is 
paid to widows and orphans, 3. The cost 
of medical attendance of workmen falling 
sick or becoming injured in consequence 
of their occupation as union members. 4. 
The interest on the cavital borrowed from 
the goverment. 5. Wear- and tear-per- 
centage sufficient to keep all plants in good 
repair and to renovate the same. 6. The 
cost of all auxiliary materials. taxes, in- 
surance, and similar expenses incurred in 
carrying on the national work of produc- 
tion. 7. A wear- and tear-percentage 
equal to the diminishing value of land, 
mines, minerals, or other natural resources 
caused by exhausting the same. This per- 
centage to be paid by the local unions to 
the government once a year, the notes so 
paid in to be destroyed, so as to keep the 
value of the union’s property and the gov- 
ernment loan on the same properly ad- 
justed. f f 

There you hav A. Roadmaker’s scheme 
in a nutshell. Of a certainty it will not be 
approved by the Single Taxers, nor the 
State Socialists, nor by the Revolutionary 
Anarchist-Communists, nor the Philo- 
sophical Anarchists, neither by the Silver 
Monometallists, nor the Gold Monometal- 
lists, nor the Bimetallists, nor yet even by 
the men of the three parties who are now 
in tbe lead, and we are certain that the 
Prohibitionists will set their faces like 
flint against it if brewers are allowed to 
form unions and borrow money from the 
government, Perhaps you will like to 


study the matter some more before you |. 


giv your final decision, and in that event 
we wili send you a copy of Mr. Road- 
maker’s book on the same terms that we 
wil sell vou any other book—that is, on 
receipt of the retail price. 


$100 Reward, $100. 


The readers of this paper will be pleased to 
learn that there is at least one dreaded disease 
that ssience has been able to cure in all its stages 
and that is Catarrh. Hall's Catarrh Cure is the 
only positive cure now known to, the medical 
fraternity. Catarrh being a constitutional dis- 
ease requires a constitutional treatment. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acting directly 
upon the blood and mucous surfaces of the sys- 
tem, thereby destroying the foundation of the 
disease, and giving the patient strength by build- 
ing up the constitution and assisting nature in 
doing its work. The proprietors have s0 much 
faith in its onrative powers, that they offer One 
Hundred Dollars for any case that it fails to cure. 
Send for circulars and testimonials. Address 

'F.J. CHENEY & OO., Toledo, Ò. 
U^ Sold by Druggists, 75c. 


See 


Something D 
QUITE NEW &UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecou 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are *na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


365 DAYS- 
EM | Ahead 9f 
| them all. | 
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ALI Ima in 


Keating Bicyeles, 


19 to 23 lbs. 


CATALOG FREE if you mention this paper. 


KEATING WHEE: CO., 
Holyoke, Mass. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WI:H A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. 10 meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem 
“Life,” by “the prince af oratora Col. b G. 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition,and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, ** one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as wə 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of rapi 
ilt 
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RIGHT LIVING 


Ethics as Understood by a 
student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considsring from a rational view point those‘ 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


workmanship. It is printed on heavy board. 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inobes, and 
brice only 75 cents, post-paid. 


A UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
^  €OMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will It. will 
Corner 
Make You 
the 
Laugh. Parson, 
By WATSON HESTON. 

The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full-Pace 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticit, of the Aj [ Pages. 20 Pietures 


Old Testamsnt—4A Page ot Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS. 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah aud Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God’s Favorite pn " 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Holy Moses Adventures of the Prophets, 

Balaam the Diviner, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city 


The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
Par genres. Tneludin Questions Answered Affirmatively and Nezatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-— Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 23] -*fayotte Place, New York City. 
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Sustaining & Theory, 

Some Giants, . 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family 

Isaac and His “Sister,” 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, , 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
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Gems of hhought. 


Buank pessimism is the one creed possi- 
. ble for all save fools.— Grant Allen. 


In every epoch of disintegration public 

. opinion was ever the cataract that roared 

toward the brink and plunged into abyss- 
mal ruin.— Amos Waters. 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


A 


Receivers and Shippers of 


Fruits and Vegetables. 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 


BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY. — 


Anu the good in religion is not religion, 
but morality, benevolence, love, culture, 
music, art, etc., all anteceding and surviv- 
ing any special religion.— Otto Wettstein. 
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Tux republican form of government is 
'the highest form of government, but be- 
cause of this it requires the highest type of 
human nature—a type nowhere at present 
existing. — Herbert Spencer. 


SPECIALTIES : 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 
anges, Lemons, Cranberries Pineapples, 
Grapes, Peaches, Pears, Plums, el- 

_ ons, Apples, Berries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
toes, Celery, Beets, Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash, Orab Ap- 
ples, Egg Plant. 


a) 


Frenvom is for society, as for the indi- 
'vidual, the necessary condition precedent 
‘to the solution of practical problems, both 
:as allowing natural forces to develop them- 
‘gelvs, and as exhibiting their spontaneous 
tendenoies; but itis not in itself the solu- 
tion.— Professor Ingham. 


Wuen the Catholic church encroaches, 
strike it at the point of encroachment. 
When any church, any institution, any 
class, encroaches, meet it at the point of 
assault. When balance, poise, judgment, 
is lost, when the territory of one is ruth- 
lessly invaded by another, repel the inva- 
sion, but do not in turn invade. Do not 
murder your neighbor because you think 
he will murder you. Do not murder him 
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Special attention paid to filling orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese, and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 
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in France. Would the most strictly relig- 
ious man wish to see religion as it was in 
France in the eighteenth century? Would f 
the greatest stickler for authority wish to 
find a country governed as France was 
governed in the days of Voltaire?— Alex- 
ander A, Knox. 


Tere is no difference between the plain 
speech in many classic works and in those 
which hav been lately [1878] condemned 
as immoral, and no difference is alleged 
between the motivs with which they are 
all published. The book may be very able 
in one case, very poor in another, but the 
principle of freedom and right protects 
them equally. To contend that a book 
which is decent for the rich becomes inde- 
. cent when priced within reach of the poor, 
isa mere insult to the people; it is on a 
‘par with the religion which regards sub- 
: Reribers to the Zoological Gardens on Sun- 
.day as pious people, whereas sixpence 
"would make them Sabbath-breakers,— 
:Moneure D. Conway. 


of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominstiona. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the tacts, figures, 
&nd argumenta to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1990, will 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
s hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
aS the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
,o 5xist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 

fen copies. - - - - $1.00 

Fifty copies - - - . , 450 
' 8.00 


Jnehundredcopies - . - 
Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRU SEEKER, New York. 
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Christianity and Evolution, 
By ARTHUR B, moss, 


With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


CoxTENTS—The Fagan Roots of Ohristianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. Qriginal Sin and the 
Atonement. A Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley’s “* Evidences of 
Christianity” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Oentu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

Price, Cloth, $1. 
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28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
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PIANOS! PIANOS! 
$225; - $250; - P25. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

* The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World’s Fair; Mr. 
Groras Svzok, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“ This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sraxog Fazsraxr, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says : 

* T have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 


Wart Warman is placed in very good 
company by going on theEpiscopal church’s 
Index Expurgatorius. Here, also, are a 
few of the names from that of the church 
of Rome: Catullus, Dante, Abelard, D'Au- 
bigné, Bayle, Isaac Casaubon, Condillac. 
old Antony 2 Wood, Voltaire, Rousseau, 
Rochefoucauld, Rabelais, Petrarch, Boc- 
eaccio, Petronius Arbiter, Congreve and 
Wecherly, Beaumont and Fletcher, Mrs. 
Behm, Robert Herrick, La Fontaine, Bos- 
suet, Luther, Erasmus, Melancthon, Huss, 
Madame Guyon, Fénélon, Hobbes, Ba- 
con, Balsac, Bóbme, Boileau, Comte, Pro- 
fessor J. W. Draper, Sterne, Döllinger, 
Hume, Swift, Junius, Kepler, Lessing, 
Leopardi, Pascal, Rosmini, George Sand, 
Spinoza. Where is the craven soul that 
would not prefer to go to sheol in this 
iliustrious company than to heaven with 
Torquemada and his gang of pale-gilled 
wielders of red-hot pincers and nail-ex- 
tractors?— Wm. Sloane Kennedy. 


Husa, Christian! speak in bated tones 

Ot Druids’ worship round their gory stones! 
The founder of thy creed 

Died with despairing groans. 

Within thy book we read 

God bade his own son bleed, 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Rav. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Priea.15 aante. Address this offica 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Early History of Christianity. 


Never Before or. Elsewhere so Fully and Faith- 


fully Set Forth. 
A human sacrifice! But blood might plead | them to Trur Szzkrm readers at the above marvelously low prices—from By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
With the Omnipotent for sinners’ need. $50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is PRION, $2 


Years rolled away; again the pious priest 

Spread for his Moloch the Satanic feast; 

Fires mantled round the quailing, quiver- 
ing frame, 

Fierce scorching God's true son e'en in his 
father's name! 

Christian, thine idol'twas whose féted fane 

Reeked with the blood of innocents; their 


warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28Lafavette place, New York. 


ARE YOU DEAF? 


Don’t You Want to Hear? 


HE AURAPHONE will help you if you do. It 
is a recent soientifia inven- 
tion which will restore the hearing of any one 
not born deaf. When in the ear itis invisible 
and does not cause the slightest discomfort. I 
is to the ear what glasses are to the eye, an ear 
spectacle. Inclose a stamp for particulars. Oan 
be tested free of charge a 


D 
The Auraphone Co’s Offices: 
ae Metropolitan B'1d'z, Madison Sq., New York 
6 


pain 

Gave a fresh thrill of rapture to the Hells, 

Where, bloated with his bliss, thy brain- 
born image dwells. 


Come, brother men, together let us weep 
That men can be so cruel to their kin; 
Love givs all vengeance an eternal sleep, 
And damns not erring as a mortal sin. 
—JARobert B. Holt, 


Truth Seeker Readers! | SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 


Liberal Hymn Book? peel or ded 


Price, 1O cents. 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 


and sing them in gour homes, making them hap-| ALL styles of watches from $1.38 up.  Hand- 
py and bright ?— 


1 
END FOR A OOPY,—Üreen cloth, | some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo.. 9 Murray 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound. % cents. street, New York. ji K219 


JYot for Darsons. 


ALAS, THE COOKS AND SPARROWS! 


The following suggestiv letter in the in- 
terest of Sabbath observance, comes to 
the Listener from a worthy lady of his ac- 
quaintance: 


Drag Listener: While the Sunday Pro- | 


tectiv League members are doing much 
fearful and wonderful work, yet there are 
a few little points they hav overlooked, in 
their noble task of stopping all the un- 
necessary things on Sunday. It is painful 
to hav to reveal the sad, sad fact that many 

. ntembers of the very Sunday Protectiv 
League itself are openly encouraging, 
countenancing, and paying for totally 
unnecessary Sunday performances of 
labor, For instance, the cooking of meats, 
vegetables, gravies, tea, coffee, and so on, 
obliging maid-servants to break one of the 
most sacred laws of the Sabbath! 

That excellent pietist from India, Mr. 
Gandhi, who is now undertaking to spirit- 
ualize Bostonians, presents himself as a 
living proof that it is not in the least 
necessary to eat cooked food at any time, 
much less on Sunday. Nutsand fruits are 
quite enough to sustsin life during that 
sacred day, even for sinners, now dwelling 
on the low, materia! plane of week-day 
meat-sating. Will you not urge this point 
upon the S. P. L., and impress upon them 
tbe awful example of wrong-doing which 
ihey will continue to set before the com- 

.munity until the cook-fire ceases to burn 
and the cook-girl ceases to labor in their 
abodes on Sunday? à 

_ Another glaring case of Sunday excur- 
“sions, noise, gayety, and frolic, often ter- 
ribly annoying to the devout worshipers 
in Sunday churches, and yet entirely an- 
checked by the S. P. L., is that of some 
terribly saucy and aggressiv foreign col- 
onists in our midst, who hav so little rev- 
erence for the Puritan Sabbath that they 
actually invade the very porticos of the 
churches with their noise and chatter while 
divine service isin progress! It is an out- 
rage that these should be permitted to 
carry on their imitation of a continental 
Sunday—a day almost wholly given to the 
pursuit of happiness!—over the very tomb- 
stones of the Puritans. I refer, of course, 
to the European sparrows, whose irrever- 
ence (especially at King's Chapel, Park 
Street Church, and some other sacred 
places) actually tempts one to believe 
them animated by personal contempt for 
pietism. 

The free, bold flight of these Sunday 
excursionists, undoubtedly, has a stimu- 
lating effect upon the restless spirit of those 
ignorant pe^ple who try to escape from 
the city on Sunday, and betake themselvs 
to still waters and green pastures in out- 
of-town places. Indeed, I hav actually 
known one of these psople to excuse him- 
self on the plea that it was as natural for 
man, as for the sparrows, to seek the open 
air, the blue sky, the glorious trees on 
Sanday. I blush to tell that this shame- 
fully audacious wretch even exclaimed, 
** Necessary! necessary! Who is to judge 
what each man finds necessary?” and, 
pointing to King’s Chapel, this monster of 
iniquity affirmed, ‘Z say, Sunday excur- 
sions are a thousand times more necessary 
than the deadly dull performances going 
on every seventh day in that musty, old 
assembling placa of dry-bones,” He would 
not listen to my horrified protest, but 
went on. ‘‘Consider the slaves of the 
factory, the shop, the office, thousands of 
whom work in basements, or in dark rooms 
which never see sunlight, for six days of 
the week; and then ask yourself what one 
single semblance of common sense is there 
in compelling these people to remain in 
city boarding-houses, in attics, in slume, 
on their one day of well-earned freedom. 
They won’t go to the Sunday Protectiv 
League’s churches if they stay in town. 
And what advantage has the United States 
over Russis, any way, if one set of people 
are to be allowed to forcibly restrain the 
iunocent motiv of another set on their 
magkly holiday?” 

At this, dear Listener, I was so shocked 
tat I refused to hear any more. But I 
hav told you enough to show you how 
much mischief the Sunday freedom of the 
sparrows and the Sunday cooking of the 
Sunday Protectiv League is causing. If 
the S. P. L. would only let the public feel 
Bure, beyond doubt, that every cook and 
every cook-stove is given a calm, motion- 
less, Sabbatical rest on the day the Sunday 
Protectiv League wishes to reduce to a 
state of quiescent passivity; and if the S. 
P. L. would at once begin a crusade to 
promote Sunday observance among the 
flauntingly —yes, the indecently—irrever- 
ent sparrows, then, in time, we might hope 
to restore the beautiful Sunday (or was it 
Saturday?) depicted in Exodus xxxi, 15, 
** Whosoever doeth any work in the Sab- 
bath day, he shall surely be put to death.” 

In the meantime, dear Listener, will you 
Please call upon the Sunday Protectiv 
League to explain whether or no the 
preacher’s work on Sunday, the church 
janitor's, the organist’s and the choir’s can 
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IETING wont cure you 


‘Neither will medicine. 

Bicycling will. 

All you need is to get out doors 
and let the tonic of rapid motion 
put new blood into your veins 
and tissues. 


POPE 
MFG. 
co. 
Hartford, Conn. 
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Boys’ or Girls’ Hartfords, $50. 


Get a Columbia Catalogue. Free at 
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u JOS ENG CORY 


FROM UNDER 


THE BUSHEL 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1,306 Questions to the pasy and tor the Con- 


sideration of 


thers. 


. The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 
junction to search the scriptures, which led to the propounding of 
these queries, no clergyman can answer rationally and remain a 


Christian. 


PRICE 40 CENTS. 


Address 


be considered work; for, observe, the de- 
cree does not specify ‘‘ necessary ’’ work, 
it says ‘any work," and,.as the above are 
all paid for their services, shall we not 
hav to consider that **work?" And, if they 
are doing work on the Sabbath day, must 
the punishment prescribed in Exodus fall 
on them? : Shee 

The bare suggestion is terrifying, but 
all this Sabbath and Sunday business is so 
confusing that one does not really know 
what conclusions one ought to draw, when 
starting out from the standpoint of Exo- 
dus. Hoping pou will call upon the Sun- 
day Protectiv League for fuller explana- 
tions, dear Listener, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
PRUDENCE PRUNELLA PRISMS. 


— The Listener, in Boston Transcript, 
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THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought, Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is elognent = well M Sancte 
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Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price. paver. 25 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


` 


E TLLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


Bosoarchas in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
-opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.Di 
fourth Edition. 


Part 1.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ters. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
Part IL. Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
a : 
Part ry. AW henos Came the Aryans? Five chare 
8. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 
Address all orders to THE TRUTH KE 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavetto Place. New Yo oe B 
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WONDER CABINET Missing Linb 
Puzzle, Devirs bun, AE Tamera, F aten 
Wire Pugzle, Spook Photos, Book of Sleight of 
w Hand, Total Value G90 Sent free with immensa 
N ratatorne of 1000 Rargnins for 100. for postage. 
INGERSOLL & BRO. 63 Cortlandt Etreet. N, Y. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 
ee 


d nad or ho ever expect tobe 
e last edition hi 000 B, 
3 colored charta of Vital Organs. 200 
wood cuts, 21 chromos showing 
j origin of life—development of man. 
sui APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
"Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address (Hig LUH sibni 
28 Lafavette Place. Now York. 


È DO YOU WANT IT 20 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. No experience New anc Bul giyes 
anhimited rofits, active men apply quickly stating 
and territory wanted, Anufnucturers 
P. 9. Box 5508, Boston, Mass. d 
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Varico- 

cele, Mentaland Physical Debility 

and who are desirous of being cured,a 

booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms ofthecom 
; plaints, and a description of the Doctor's - 

important medical discovery—an Out- 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 
cess, Address, DR, R. P. FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver.- Vineland, N. J- 


"OW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies ara 
an'utgowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those oted. 
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JOSEPH HATH DREAMED ANOTHER DREAM. 


And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and 
take the young child and his mother, and flee iato Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek 


the young child to destroy him.— Matt. 


ii, 13. 


JY cus of the (Deck. 


Ir has been decided to hav a world's fair 
in Montreal in 1896. 


Avausta and Columbus, Ga., were swept 
by cyclones on March 20, 


THERE was a snow storm in Missouri, 
Ilinois, Indiana, ard Virginian, March 20, 


Tp late leader of the clerical party in 
the Prussian upper house, Freiherr Von 
Schorlemer. Alst, died March 17. 


Tax German Reichstag, by a vote of 168 
to 146, rejected a resolution congratulating 
Prince Bismarck on his birthday. 


Two hundred Negroes set gail from 
Savannah for Liberia on March 19; they 
are the advance guard of-a colony. 


Two boats on the Rhine near Lobith 
conveying dynamite. were blown up and 
twenty-five persons killed, it is reported. 


Tur cornerstone of a monument to Qari- 
baldi, to commemorate tbe defense of the 
eity in 1849, was laid in Bome on March 
18th; 


(Tux House of Representativs failed to 
make an appropriation for the payment of 
the Bering Sea fisheries awards, as we 
agreed to do. 


Ir is the consensus of opinion that the 
* reform ” legislature of New Jersey, just 
adjourned, was no improvement on its 
predecessor. 


MARSHAL Prince Komatsu has been 
made chief of all Japanese armies. This 
is supposed to indicate the approaching 
end of the war. 


Tax discovery of acouspiracy toproclaim 
Gen, Antonio Ezeta president of San Sal- 
vador led to the summary execution of all 
the implicated leaders. 

Tur New Orleans grand jury has in- 
dicted twenty white men for the murder 
of the Negro stevedores recently killed by 
mobs of river laborers. 


Tor latest reports put the number of 
Armenians massacred by the Kurds and 
Turks in Moosi at 8,000, It is stated that 
not a soldier was killed. 


A FIRE in a tenement house having no 
fire escapes caused the death of two men 
in this city on March 20, besides putting 
many more lives in peril. ` 


Ox Mareh 24 the St. James Hotel in 
Denver burned and four firemen were 
killed by falling through the floor of the 
rotunda to the basement. 


Tur Spaniards recently defested the 
Malay Museulmans on the island of Min- 
danao, the Philippines, the Sultan and his 
gon being among the killed. 


COMMISSIONER of Street Cleaning War- 
ing has appointed Charles A. Meade Su- 
perintendent of Final Disposition. Meade 
is twenty-two years of age, a graduate of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and started in here as a driver, but his 
promotion has been very rapid. 


It is rumored that rich gold fields hav 
been found on the San Juan River, be- 
tween Utah and New Mexico. These are 
in the shape of placer deposits. 


Tue falling of a wall caused by the burn- 
ing of the roundhouse at Toledo, Ohio, of 
the Wabash road, resulted in the death of 
three men and the injury of nine, some it 
is thought fatally. 


QvEEN Vicror1a has given her consent 
to the iaw conferring full suffrage on the 
women of South Australia. It is consid- 
ered odd that she should hav anything to 
gay in the matter. 


A PASSENGER train was held up by train 
robbers near Victor, Col, on March 23. 
The leader is an ex-deputy sheriff and ex- 
deputy United States marshal, and three 
others are believed to be ex-deputy 
sheriffs, 


Y 
Tue books of the institution appear to 
show that it has cost Illinois at least $77 
per month for each inmate of the state 


‘Home for Juvenile Female Offenders, 


The investigation reveals a deplorable con- 
dition of affairs. 


Four men hay been indicted for man- 
slaughter in connection with the collapse 
of the Orchard street tenement house in 
this city by which four lives were lost. 
They are the builders, owner, and city 
building inspector. 


Tue extraordinary grand jury of New 
York city has returned indictments against 
about & dozen police officers, including 
Inspector McLaughlin and several cap- 
tains. They were arrested, and released 
on bail, in sums ranging from $2,500 to 
$20,000. 


Tar extraordinary grard jury brought 
in indictments against twenty-two persons 
for violation of the election laws in this 
city at the last general election. Those 
arrested were admitted to bail in $2,500 
each, with the exception of two, whose 
bail was fixed at $1,000 each. 


THERE was a million-dollar fire in Ar- 
mourdale, Kan., on March 24. It was the 
packing plant of Reid Brothers, of Kan- 
sas City, Mo., and nothing was saved but 
the beef storage building. Sixteen acres 
were burned over; the water pressure was 
totally ineffeotiv. The average number of 
hands employed was 1,100. 


Tur Mexican court which has been in- 
vestigating the accident on the Inter- 
oceanic railroad whereby 150 lives were 
lost has found the engineer, Neuffer, re- 
sponsible, and ordered the company to 
produce him. He has fied to the United 
States, having been shot at while trying to 
rescue passengers from the wreck. 


Li Huse Cunuana, Chinese peace envoy 
to Japan, was shot by & Japanese youth 
and wounded in the face while returning 
to his hotel in Shimonoseki from a confer- 
ence with the Japanere peace commission- 
ers, The would-be assassin was promptly 
arrested, and high Japanese officials hav 
hastened to visit Li Hung Chang with ex- 
pressions of regret. Itis not known how 
serious is the wound of the viceroy. 


THE reports from the seat of hostilities 
in Cuba continue to be contradictory. 
There are stories of many ‘‘ battles" and 
the vietory is uniformly with the side that 
sends the news, so we hav two defeats and 
two victories at every engsgement, It is 
stated that 8,000 more soldiers from Spain 
will reach Cuba by the first of April. 


BRIGADIER-GEN. Apam Baprav died at 
Ridgewood, N. J., March 19. He was 
born in New York city Dee. 29, 1831. He 
was long on the staff of General Grant and 
also filled important places in the diplo- 
matio and civil service. He published 
several books about Grant and assisted 
the general in the prepsration of his auto- 
biography. 


Two members of Daniel Webster lodge 
of the Free Sons of Israel, of this city, 
were arrested for participation in & theat- 
tical entertainment given by the lodge on 
Sunday night, March 17th. Counsel for 
the men will try to get a special act through 
the legislature excepting from the opera- 
tion of the Sunday law such concerts and 
entertainments. 


In accordance with the decision of the 
English Privy Council, the Governor- 
Generel of Canada has ordered the prov- 
ince of Manitoba to restore separate (Cath- 
olic) schools Premier Greenway, of 
Manitoba, and his ministers declare that 
they will not obey the order. It iooks 
seriously like open conflict between the 
Dominion and the province. 


ELIZABETH Capy Stanton is at the head 
of a committee of women charged with the 
task of getting out a revision of the Bible 
which will show the mistrenslations in 
other editions, so far as woman is con- 
cerned. It seems to be the notion of the 
committee that the ** we" in Genesis in- 
cludes the ‘‘ motherhood of god," instead 
of the polytheism of the writer, as is un- 
doubtely thecase. This is another instance 
of attempting to read into the scriptures 
what the reader-in wants there, 


NEARLY every one of the one thousand 
men who constitute the governing power 
in Hawaii is either & military or civil office- 
holder. The governed number about 
100,000. When the American flag was fly- 
ing over the government buildings all the 
lands of the nativs were appropriated and 
were not returned to their owners when 
the home government took charge. This 
practically réduces the nativs to serfdom. 
Three hundred political prisoners were 
sentenced to serve terms in the peniten- 
tiary, and about one hundred more were 
paroled or banished. 


Pror. PETER H. Vanper WEYDE, a dis- 
tinguished man of science, died at his 
home in New York on March 18. He was 
born in Nymegen, Holland, eighty-two 
yearsago. The chair of Industrial Science 
was expressly created for him at Girard 
College in 1864. He wasone of the editors 
of Appleton’s American Cyclopedia, editor 
of the Manufacturer and Builder, took 
out over two hundred patents on inven- 
tions of his own, mostly electrical, was 
noted as a musician and composer, and 
was & painter of no mean merit. He wrote 
much for the scientific prese, completing 


only a week before his death an article on 
modern electricity. 
Weyde was a radical Freethinker and for 
some years & prominent member of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club. 


THERE jis avery bad political crisis in 
Spain. Officers of the army became in- 
censed against the utterances of the Re- 
publican papers and mobbed the offices of 
some of them, including that of Castelar. 
The government could not contro] the 
army, the officers, from generals down, 
siding with the rioters. Then the ministry 
resigned, It did not dare to attempt the 
punishment of the offenders for fear of in- 
citing a mutiny and endangering the mon- 
archy. General Martinez de Campos, Oap-. 
tain General of Madrid, summoned the 
officers of the Madrid garrison to him and 


said: ‘‘If there is any further rioting on ' 


the part of the officers of this garrison 
they will hav to meet me as an opponent.” 
Later he received a deputation of journal- 
ists, to whom he said: **If you make any 
further attacks upon the army which incite 
a renewal of the recent rioting you will 
undoubtedly be shot," A military court 
at Barcelona has ordered that two direct- 
ors of local newspapers be arrested for 
protesting against the excesses of the sub- 
alterns in Madrid. The journalists protest 
in vain against trial by military courts. 
There is a rigid consorship of press and 
dispatches; important news has to be sent 
by mail to Bayonne. Most of the news- 
papersoffiaes were barricaded and defended 
by armed guards of civilians. The professor 
of history in the University of Madrid, a 
conspicuous author, wrote a letter to the 
Barcelona press dealing with the crisis, and 
had to flee to Portugal! to avoid arrest b 
the military chiefs. Other writers hay fle 
to France, QCanovas del Castello, Conserv- 
ativ, has formed a new ministry, Five of 
the nine ministers are Liberals. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


** The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appears in our advertising 
pages. ' ' ° Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the publie, He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you aresure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, snd is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public,” 

The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the: 
** Musings " of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is: 
a natural mechanic, art oritic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed, His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ^ 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 

K^ Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILU. . 
a ff 
Designer of 
GN Sad M Otto Wetlstein 
Pd y) Watch. 
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Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 


Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated. 
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Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 
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Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, To Our Friends: : 
For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam's “News and Notes” have been a 
feature of Tug TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. Their diversity and ver- Don't you know E 
satility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but . . 
never copied with success. l some Freethin ke rwho 
As President of all the nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam 
will, about May 1st, start for a visit to the Freethinkers of England. Officially and privately 
he will undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in a small space; does not now, butwho 
with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. T 
While he is gone Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of THE would subscribe to 


TRUTH SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of l $ 
his trip. Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read this account. It will do x 
him good. Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly enter- THE TR UTH S EEK- 
taining, instructive, poetic, and good reading. : 

` New subscriptions for this event should begin now and run for six months. A three ER if YOU called his 
months’ trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can’t do better take that, 
for we know you will renew. Ask any reader of Mx. Putnam’s * News and Notes” if they are 


attention to the Pa- 


not worth the cost of a whole year’s subscription, and if he does not say YES, we will refund 


the subscription you send. . Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 9 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. per: 
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TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


~ 


For $6.50 we will send Tsx Trurm Szrkrz one year ($8) and S. P. 
Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 

' the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 

sol. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 

. race. It reveals brad ie as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Foun 

HUNDRED YEARS oF F'REETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 

history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 

rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
esi thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


oeer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


$8 P EC lA L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“POUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FEEETHOUGHT ” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND F URTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 

THE GREATEST BOCK OF IMS KIND EVER CONCEIVED, 

OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated By WATSON 


HESTON, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of : 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


PA 


For $5 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Obieago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. os 

For $5 we will send Tus Truru Srexzr one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. - 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Szexer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Traurs Szgxer one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tua Teura Szrxzs one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tax Taura Szxxxn one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tus Taurs Szexsr one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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E. Wi. MACDONALD, 


Cea TERMS SD 


. SAMPIE COPIES FREE. 

SUBSCRIPTION. Toree months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 | One subscription with two new ‘subscribers, in 
Six a b $3 > 1.50 one remittance, 057 = © > > ($7.00 

Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 | One subscription with three new subscribers, in 
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wer Fill out the accompanying Subscription remittance, 2 ^ ow - qe" e c8 BOD 


Blank and forward, to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /*ee, but will have fifty cents heside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing lie can easier Secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. ` 


This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's "Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting people 
read Tue [RUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 
following cffer : l 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


We feel confident that everyone who reads THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bea: 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


the Truth Seeker Ca., | | 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... fov smmm year 
ficlosed find $in payment of the same. 
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The Modern Protestant Inquisition. 

It is one of the curiosities of our times that a 
Protestant sect is made the victim of other Protes- 
tant sects because it teaches that the Sabbath of 
the Bible is binding on the Christian conscience, 
while the Protestant sects that persecute it teach, 
in effect if not in terms, that the Sabbath of the 
Bible is no longer binding on the conscience of the 
Christian, but that the Sabbath of the Catholic 
church és binding on the Protestant as well as the 
Catholic Christian’s conscience. This curious fact 
derives additional emphasis from the further fact 
that the Protestant holds that the authority of the 
church is & rope of sand unless interwoven with it 


E. M. MAODONALD, 
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nous for the future of our country and of the civili- 
zation of the world that the Protestant sects that 
are at once the most aggressiv and the most power- 
ful show themselvs so willing toaccept the authority 
of the Catholic church in a matter that so vitally 
affects the liberty and well-being of the people as 
does this Sunday question. If we admit that the 
church may determin how the citizen can spend 
one-seventh of his time we hav admitted the enter- 
ing wedge of priestly authority that will eventually 
split the fair tree of our civil liberties from lower- 
most root.to topmost branch if we stand idly by— 
as most of the citizens of the United States hav 
hitherto done—and permit the church-dominated 
legislators to drive home that wedge with the brutal 
maul of state power. 

In 1892 there was established at Graysville, Rhea 
county, Tenn, an academy. It was founded by 
Elder G. W. Colcord, a Seventh Day Adventist 
minister. He was also a teacher, and invested in 
this academy all the money he could command, 
some $5,000. Other Adventists put money into the 
enterprise, and it was not long before the school 
had attracted to the neighborhood something of a 
colony of the members of that church. At the time 
the school was closed, March 1, 1895, it had some more 
than one hundred pupils enrolled. The cause of 
its closing was the arrest of the principal, Elder 
G. W. Colcord, one of the teachers, Prof. I. C. Col- 
cord, and the manager of the boys’ dormitory, M. 
C. Sturdevant. These men, together with ten other 
members of the church, had been indicted the pre- 
vious November by the grand jury of Rhea county 
for violation of the Sunday law. Ten were arrested, 
three being away on business. The case of N. B. 
England was continued; the nine others arrested 
stood trial and were convicted. Mr. Sturdevant 
and Elder Colcord were convicted on four indict- 
ments each; Wm. Burchard and E. S. Abbott on 
two each, and the others on one each. The trials 
came off on March 5 and 6, and the men were com- 
mitted to prison on March 8, for terms ranging 
from twenty to eighty days. There was one excep- 
tion, Wm. Wolf, whose father, Dr. S. Wolf, secured 
his costs. All the defendants, including Mr. Wolf, 
refused to pay the costs, reasoning that to do so 
would be to admit the justice of the proscutions, as 
well as to invite further persecution. 

The chief defense in each instance was that the 
Bible lays upon us the duty of working six days 
each week and resting and worshiping on the other, 
the seventh, commonly called Saturday. They all 
denied that the secular work they did on Sunday 
was a nuisance, and they pleaded their constitutional 
right to work on that day. Article I. of the Bill of 
Rights of Tennessee says that “no human author- 
ity can, in any case whatever, control or interfere 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-optoce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette piace, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Prayer, and Cause and Effect. 


** One of our most honored friends writes us: * ° ° 
* Please ask the ** Sanitary " editor to expand the principle 
announced: ''No matter how holy the cause in which we 
make our sacrifice, if we break the physical law we are 
punished as severely as if sensual gratification had been 
our only motiv." Are we to understand that what is 
called physical law is the test of duty, and that the pa- 
triot soldier, or the brave fireman, or the self-denying 
missionary, losing his life in his work, is punished for 
his sin? Iam perplexed.’ 

''Yes, the same physical punishment for breach of 
physical law. But the physical law may be overborne 
by the moral law, as is implied in the words, *No matter 
how holy the cause.’ We assume that this is what the 
‘Sanitary’ editor meant."— New York Independent, 

But the sacredness of the cause in which the life 
is lost does not avail to suspend the operation of 
natural law, and it is this truth that ever confronts 
and confutes the Theist when he attempts to har- 
monize the theory of & moral ruler of the universe 
with the facts of that universe. As the Indepen- 
dent’s editors admit, the character of the act or the 
intention of the actor cannot save the man who 
traverses natural law from the consequences of his 
act. Winds overturn, water drowns, avalanches 
bury, gas suffocates, fire consumes, poison disor- 
ganizes sinner and saint with strict impartiality. 
This fact of the inexorable march of cause and 
effect makes it impossible to show that prayer is 
ever answered, that man is in the care of an over- 
ruling providence. If a God exists he is as help- 
less as man, or he is immoral. The editor of the 
Independent would save the “patriot soldier,” the 
“brave fireman,” or the “ self-denying missionary " 
if he could, but he cannot, for Nature does not 
cognize the quality of intentions. If “God” would 
save them, but is not able to do so, he is as impo- 
tent as the editor, and prayers to him are as foolish 
as would be prayers to the latter. If he could save 
them, but will not, he is immoral, and prayers to 
him are unavailing and a senseless waste of time 
and energy. One word as to terms: “ Punish- 
ment” is not the right word to use when speaking 
of the results which follow ignorant contact with 
Nature—we simply suffer the consequences of our 
ignorance, or our inability to avoid the danger that 
we know lurks in our way. There is no question 
of punishment to be considered. © 


{28 LAFAYETTE PL.) $3.00 Per Year. 


with the rights of conscience; and that no prefer- 

ence shall ever be given by law to any religious es- 

tablishment or mode of worship." This guarantee 

of the organic law is an ample shield and would 

hav been all that was necessary to protect the Ad- 

ventists had the grand jury and the trial jury been 

composed of men who could reason or who loved 

liberty for anybody but themselvs. The prisoners 

employed no counsel, but after the jury had brought 

in its verdict, three lawyers, including the ex- 

attorney-general of the district, asked permission: 
to make a motion in arrest of judgment. This was 

done and the motion was ably argued by the volun- 

teer attorneys. But the judge overruled the mo- 

tion and imposed a fine of $2.50 in each case, which, 

with the costs, amounted to about $20 for each de- 
fendant. Judge Parks at once remitted the fines 

and expressed regret that he could not also remit 

the costs. His regrets seem to us to hav been 

very much out of time. There should hav been no 
difficulty in finding a way to so charge the jury as 
to secure a verdict of acquittal, even if advantage 
was not taken of the constitutional inhibition of 
just such miserable persecutions as this. As the 
defendants consistently refused to pay the costs 
they were committed to jail. The editor of the 
Dayton (Tenn.) Republican, who is not an Advent- 
ist, says that the informant in these cases is a dis- 
solute coal miner. The grand jury has since 
brought in another batch of about twenty indict- 
ments against the Adventists, but hundreds of the 
employees of the Dayton Coal and Iron Company 
work in Dayton and Rhea county every Sunday 
and are not molested. The cowardly prosecutors 
of the Adventists evidently hav a wholesome re- 
spect for the power of money. 

Graysville Academy is closed, most of the stu- 
dents having gone to their homes in the various 
states. Some were almost ready for graduation, and 
upon these the closing of the school is especially 
severe. A number of students had to remain at 
Graysville on expense until they could get money 
from home to pay return fares. All but one of the 
imprisoned men hav families depending upon them 
for support, and in several instances these families 
are large, one including five young children and 
another seven. All this outrage and suffering is 
inflicted upon these people because they chose to 
work on a certain day of the week instead of upon 
another day! Such damnable crimes as these 
against the Adventists of Tennessee are enough 
* to stir a fever in the blood of age and make an in- 
fant's sinews strong as steel" Well may the Re 
view and Herald ask: *Is the American sense of 
justice dead?” 

We cannot fail to honor the courage and consis- 
tency of these foully persecuted people. It is no 
matter if they do base their action upon Bible com- 
mands which are of no moment to us—that is their 
right; all we are concerned with is their demand 
for equal citizens’ rights ; that demand is absolutely 
valid and on its full satisfaction rests our own lib- 
erties. These men refuse to pay the fines assessed 
against them “because to do so would be to ac- 
knowledge that they are indebted to the state. 
They maintain that they hav violated no proper law, 
that their punishment is unjust, and that taking 
their property to pay fines is nothing short of rob- 
bery. They do not resist the officers, but they will 
not become parties to the injustice by voluntarily 
paying fines; but as Elder Holmes, the Baptist, 
when commanded to remove his coat two hundred 
years ago that he might be whipped, said: ‘I will 
not' so much as unbutton a single button,’ so the 
Adventists say, ‘We will not pay a single penny. 
We will suffer imprisonment, if we must, and the 
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loss of property if it is taken from us, but we hav 


wronged no man, we hav defrauded no man, and we 


will not voluntarily pay money for the free exercise 


of our God-given rights. " 

In his charge to the jury Judge Parks said that 
they must find for the state if it appeared that the 
defendants’ work had been such as to disturb the 
worship of others or “to affect the morals of the 
community.” As we hav often before pointed out, 
the right to work is as indefeasible as the right to 
worship; it cannot be successfully maintained that 


honest industry should be made a crime or misde- 


meanor on any day in order that those who choose 
to worship on that day may be given a monopoly 
thereof. It is time that we quit “kotowing” at the 
feet of ecclesiastics. Labor is as honorable as wor- 
ship; the idea that he who labors on Sunday when 
the priest objects should be punished for his temer- 
ity is a child of the theological fiction that labor 
was imposed on man as a curse, in retaliation for 
his unlicensed pursuit of knowledge. If work on 
Sunday may be forbidden in -the interest of relig- 
ious exercises there is no reason why work may not be 
forbidden on saints’ days and prayer-meeting even- 
ings. In fact, it often happens that religious re- 
vivalists cajole or bully business men into closing 
their places during the services at the church on 
week days; on Sunday they compel them to close. 
Now the revivalists hav the same right to worship 
on the other days of the week that they hav on 
Sunday, and if the arguments of the Sabbatarian 
are sound they hav the identical right to compel the 
cessation of work during their week day worship 
that they hav during their Sunday worship. More 
than this: It cannot be fairly denied that other 
forms of mental exercise are as much entitled to 
the protection of the law as is that form known as 
worship. If the Sunday statutes are valid and just, 
there is no reason why the scientific lecturer and 
the political speaker should not demand and obtain 
laws preventing any work during the days when 
they are addressing such of the people as choose to 
go to hear them. Of course we all know that this 
talk about “disturbance” is a mere pretext; the 
clergy are just as bitter against amusements in a 
building a mile from their churches as they are 
against the running of street cars by their doors, 
and they hav often persecuted Adventists for work- 
. ing on their farms where there was not the slight- 
est chance of disturbing the worship of anyone. As 
regards the men of whom we are speaking, there is 
no evidence, and there was none at the trial, that 
they had made any noise that disturbed the worship 
of their fellow-Christians. 

How nauseating is this talk about Sunday labor 
affecting “the morals of the community”! The 
community has no morals; the individuals compos- 
ing the community may be demoralized by certain 
actions, but what could be more preposterous 
than the assumption that the sight of men and 
women engaged in productiv industry would de- 
prave the morals of any person? This is “con- 
structiv immorality” with a vengeance! But prob- 
ably we are a little too fast; on reflection, it may 
hav to be admitted that Sunday labor and recrea- 
tion are demoralizing to Sabbatarians. It is easily 
conceivable that the Rev. H. H. George is inspired 
with the desire to persecute when he sees a news- 
boy selling a paper on Sunday, and who shall deny 
that the Tennessee Protestants who are robbing 
the Adventists of their property and liberty were 
incited to the commission of that crime by the 
knowledge that their victims were “ desecrating the 
Sabbath" by honest labor? It takes very little to 
make criminals of some people. Servetus demoral- 
ized Calvin in just this way, while there can be no 
doubt that the tortured victims of the Inquisition 
were responsible for the similar demoralization of 
the directors and familiars of the Holy Office. In 
this Tennessee view of the matter, what centers of 
moral contagion were Vanini, Bruno, and Galileo! 


Since the last acknowledgment was made we hav 
received for the Free Sunday Fund $5 from James 
Ladd, and for the Fleckten Bible fight in Minne- 
sota $1 from J. N. Coe, $1 from J. P. Whipple, and 
$2 from Chancey Avery. The Federation con- 
tributes $10 to the defense of Mr. Wise. 


immorality ? 
ing but purity in the ungarmented human figure? 


there present. 


A Vicious Bill. 

On March 26 Senator Mullins introduced in the 
Senate of this state one of the most sweeping bills 
ever presented in a legislativ body. It is designed 
to regulate the theatrical managers, actresses, bill 
posters, printers, and publishers of New York. The 
drafters and backers of the bill proceed on the two 
assumptions that clothes alone make or preserve 
character, and that the people of this state hav nei- 
ther the sense, the self-respect, nor the courage to 
defy and punish the promoters of such legislation. 
The first assumption is false; the second is, we 
greatly fear, well-founded. Section 1 of the bill 
forbids the presentation anywhere in public of living 
pictures either in a nude or semi-nude state, or 
dressed in tights, or in “indecent attire.” Any 
* female person” who so shows herself, even only to 
the extent of “ portions of her body or limbs,” may 
on conviction be imprisoned for not less than thirty 
days nor more than one year. This section, if 
adopted and enforced, would drive from the stage 
all plays requiring the ballet, all representations by 
living models of classical statuary and paintings 
which show any part of the human body in an un- 
clothed state, and all dramas which call for the faith- 
ful delineation of life in periods when fashion and 
custom permitted all women or certain classes of 
women to appear with portions of the “ body or 
limbs” as nature made them. Of course this section 
says that the exposure forbidden is to be of such a 


nature as to “suggest lewdness” or “offend de- 


cency,” or which “tends to corrupt the morals of 
the young or of any other person who may see the 
same.” ‘Suggest lewdness” to whom? Is there 
an act or a picture which will not suggest lewdness 
to someone? ‘Offend decency?” Whose sense of 
decency? That of the Turk, who thinks that the 
unveiled face of a “female person’ is provocativ of 
That of the Japanese, who sees noth- 


(Is the Turk purer than the Japanese?) Or is it 


the sense of decency of the fanatical fools who are 
leading in this crusade?—a crusade whose sole 
effect will be to still further degrade all that per-| 
tains tothe relations of men and women. As George 


Du Maurier says, “nothing is so chaste as nudity”; 


and nothing is so unchaste as the imaginations of the 
male and female Comstocks. 
justice of sending to prison an actress whose appear- 
ance on the stage has had, or rather may hav, the 


Think of the rank in- 


effect of corrupting the “morals” of “any” person 
It would be no more infamous to 
arrest Mrs. Burt or Mrs. Pritchard (who secured 
the introduction of this bill) when they walk along 
Broadway because it is feared that their persons or 
“portions” thereof will suggest something which 
may “tend” to “corrupt the morals” of “any” of 
the men who are watching them as they step over 
the muddy crossings. 

The whole business is arrant nonsense and rank 
injustice. You can no more purify the stage by a 
censorship than you can the press. The Spanish 
military authorities want all editors who criticise 
the army to be tried by a court martial. Spain has 
been in this infernal suppressing business for six 
centuries, and where is she in civilization? The 
Spanish soldiers want their critics to be turned 
over to them for punishment. Our ministers of 
anti-naturalism want their rivals of the stage to be 
turned over to them for punishment. There is no 
more justice in the second demand than in the first. 
Leave the correction of the pulpit, of the press, and 
of the stage to the people in their individual capac- 
ity. All three greatly need improvement, but none 
of them will be purified by penal statutes. That 
the fittest may survive, there must be absolute lib- 
erty of choice. 

Section 2 of Mrs. Burt’s bill provides for the 
punishment of any person * who procures, employs, 
or permits any female person to do any of the acts 
prohibited in section 1." The first offense is a 
misdemeanor, with a penalty of not less than three 
months nor more than one year’s imprisonment. 
Each subsequent offense is a felony, with a penalty of 
not less than two years nor more than five years’ im- 
prisonment in a state prison. In either case he may 
also be fined not less $100 nor more than $1,000. 
How mild and merciful are these Christian women? 


-own and her brother's physical nature. 


Section 3 furbids the posting or other display 
anywhere of any representation of “any person or . 
persons of either sex, real or imaginary, nude or 
partially nude, or in an indecent posture." This 
would make a misdemeanor of the display of a 
picture of Hercules or of the Apollo Belvedere, of 
Venus or of Diana the chaste. It would heavily 
fine or send to prison Sandow’s manager if he 
should continue to advertise “the strong man” 
in the usual way. No matter how indecent the dis- 
play at some of the theaters, the framers of this bill 
hav surpassed those exhibits. 


Here is Section 4 in full: 


“The publisher, proprietor, editor, agent, manager, 
owner, Vendor, pedler, or distributor of any newspaper, 
magazine, organ, pamphlet, book, periodical, advertis- 
ment, or device, printed, painted, or written, or other- 
wise produced, which shall contain, display, or exhibit 
lewd or indecent pictures of any person or persons of 
either sex, or of any person or persons, real or imaginary, 
of either sex, nude or partially nude, or in such post- 
ures, forms, or positions as shall excite, or be likely to 
excite, lewd or lascivious thoughts or ideas, or corrupt or 
tend to corrupt the morals of any person or persons, or 
is likely to lead to or induce lascivious or vulgar ideas, 
thoughts, or actions in or by any persons, young or old, 
is guilty of & misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not 
less than $250 or imprisonment of not less than six months 
for the first offense, and, for any second or further con- 
vietion of such offense, by a fine of not less than $500 
and imprisonment of not less than one year or more than 
two years." i 


This section, enacted and impartially enforced, 
would be a severe blow to art, for it would seriously 
interfere with the educational work of many first- 
class magazines and large numbers of papers, 
many of them of the better class. Hundreds of 
therganis of books now on sale would hav to be 
eapurg&ated or burned, including volumes of travel, 
collections of artistic masterpieces, and medical 
and obstetrical works. All these and very many 
more would come under the ban, for they contain 
pictures of men or women or cf men and women 
wholly or partially nude. Large numbers of ad- 
vertisers would be forced to prepare new designs ; 
thousands of the most precious books in our public 
libraries would hav to be mutilated or destroyed, 
and hereafter the representation of the beautiful 
human body would be a lost art. But is there no 
temptation to “sin” in the lovely “female” face ? 
Why should not all women under one hundred 
years of age and all good. looking men be compelled 
to wear thick masks so as to avoid all possible dan- 
ger of corrupting “the morals of any person or 
persons”? Of course all people are aware that 
there is never the least bit of “irregularity " in 
tho3e countries where a woman shows her face to her 
husband only, and that immorality is known alone 
where the nude in art has obtained a foothold. 

This attack upon the freedom of the press and 
of art is covert and dangerous. There are so many 
of our people who are incapable of reasoning sanely 
when the * moral" shibboleth is shouted in their 
ears. They hav not learned to think for themselvs 
on this subject, any more than the people of Europe 
had learned to think for themselvs on the subject 
of religion during the ages when they permitted 
the priests to seduce them into torturing and mur- 
dering millions of their fellows on the pretext that 
the victims entertained heretical views that imper- 
iled the safety of the state and the foundations of 
society. The sacerdotal descendants of those per- 
secutiny priests of the Dark Ages hav discovered 
that it is no longer possible to greatly hinder the 
advance of thought and the social development of 
humanity by crying “ blasphemy ” and “sacrilege.” 
The blasphemy statutes are of no further use to 
them; they hav been forced to look sharply about 
for other means to prosecute their crusade in favor 
of ignorance. Religion has ceased to be the Great 
Taboo; now they must conjure with “rest” and 
* morality ;” they must hav Sunday laws and Com- 
stock statutes. Once all our aspirations for truth 
were sacrificed on the altar of, God; now we are 
commanded to lay our love of art and nature, our 
freedom of press and mails, on the altar of the 
Young Person. As God could not bear inquiry, so 
the Young Person is supposed to be unable to bear 
the sight of her mother or the knowledge of her 
Cant and 
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is king. 

In 1878 Mr. Moneure D. Conway said: “No at- 
tack on free thought or free printing, open and 
aboveboard, could now be made without very seri- 
ous and general resistance. This recent oppression 
has, if you will allow me the expression, sneaked 
back; it has subtly complicated itself with the 
moral feeling of the community; it has hid its 
horns under a white cowl of purity; it has masked 
itself as a defender of virtue and suppressor of vice. 
By so doing oppression of thought confesses that 
it cannot otherwise succeed even in seizing here and 
there an exceptional victim.” This is as true now 
as it was then; it isin the Trojan Horse of “ pu- 
rity ” that the enemy of liberty has stolen within 
our gates, and his suecess will be the death of real 
purity, the purity founded on knowledge and pre- 
served by wisdom. 

When men lose living faith in liberty, when they 
cease to believe that it has sovereign power to re- 
new and redeem, to revivify and purify, they be- 
come drag-chains on the chariot wheels of progress, 
dead weights on the bowed shoulders of the toiling 
makers of civilization. 


p 
We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
_ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn’t mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 


pe a e a EE Ele 

The New York Heraid thinks that the Irish 
American citizens of this country should be very 
much “gratified by the universal observance of St. 
Patrick’s day as a legal holiday.” 
pose the sensible and justice-loving ones among 
them would be ashamed to create such a legal holi- 
day. This is not the country for saints’ days, for 
officially we can take no cognizance of saints. The 
Herald should know that the patron saint of Ire- 
land could hav been “honored by everyone who 
holds him in veneration and esteem” without mak- 
ing the seventeenth of March a legal holiday. As 
to that paper’s notion that “aside from the relig- 
ious aspects of saints’ days it is not a bad idea that 
they should be observed as widely as possible,” it 
needs to be said that we hav enough holidays now 
and to spare. Idleness is not conduciv to either 
mental, moral, or physical health. Those well- 
meaning people who would bring up the young 
without the disciplin of work are, unwittingly, the 
foes of the race. But does the Herald mean to say 
that the «religious aspect” of saints’ days is one to 
commend them to our favorable consideration? 
Does it not know enough about the genius of our 
institutions to realize that that aspect is the one all- 
sufficient and insurmountable objection to their ob- 
servance by virtue of state sanction? 


The enemies of the civil republic are “ getting 
together” in fine shape. Hon. Elijah A. Morse, of 
Massachusetts, is, as all know, the most activ friend 
in the lower house of Congress of the God-in-the 
Constitution amendment, he having introduced 
the joint resolution providing for that amendment 
and lobbied for it before the Judiciary Committee. 
He is also, as a matter of course, à warm champion 
of all the national Sunday laws proposed, as he was 
one of the leading Congressional advocates of the 
Sunday closing of the World’s Fair. He can always 
be depended upon to do all that within him lies to 
secure the political ascendency of the church. Ho 
is now an aspirant for the governorship of Massa- 
chusetts, and to further his ambition in that direc- 
tion he presided on the evening of March 28 at a 
mass meeting under the auspices of the American 


In the Connecticut House the bill, unfavorably 
reported upon by the committee, to tax church 
property over $15,000 in value, was rejected. In 
the Colorado Senate the House bill taxing church 
property of over $2,500 in value was laid on the 
table, from which it cannot be taken except by a 
two-thirds vote. 


bill, to refer the bill to the committee of the whole. 


We should sup-: 


.warrant has been served on the leading street railway 


Protectiv Association in the People's church, Bos- 
ton. The Association's support of Henry W. Blair 
in New Hampshire and of Elijah A. Morse in Mas- 
chusetts is sinister enough to preclude the necessity 
of comment or of warning. 


While it is not cheering to hear that: bills for the 
taxation of church property are defeated, it is en- 
couraging to know that such measures are proposed, 
for it indicates that the subject is up for discussion, 
and that is the first stage in the march to justice. 


The only record vote taken was 
on an amendment to the motion to adopt the report 
of the finance committee indefinitly postponing the 


There were nine ayes and sixteen nays, the friends 
of the bill voting aye. In the Utah Constitutional 


Convention there were found to be many friends of 


equal taxation, but there were not enough to incor- 
porate the principle in the Bill of Rights. We hav 
not learned the result in Wisconsin and other states 
where bills for the taxation of ecclesiastical prop- 
erty hav been pending. But whether we meet 
defeat or achieve victory the struggles in legislativ 
bodies this season are but skirmishes in the conflict 
that is extending and intensifying year by year, and 
that will not cease until church and state are wholly 
separated or the backward-sweeping waves of the- 
ocracy whelm the republic in ruin. 


pee ee a E 

At the recent National Reform convention in 
Boston, Rev. J. M. Foster delivered ’an address in 
which he answered the question, “Shall the Gov- 
ernment of this Nation Acknowledge Christ the 
King?" Pleading for the proposed Christian 
amendment, he said: . 

** T'he Constitution is the supreme law of the land, and 
‘as any law that contravenes the law of God is no law at 
all,’ it should fully acknowledge the absolute supremacy 
of the divine law. But our Constitution does not do this, 


It is silent as the grave respecting the crown rights and 
royal prerogativs of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


that it is incumbent upon him and his associates to 
show what the law of God is before we can be politi- 
cally damned for not recognizing it in the Constitu- 
tion. As to the “ crown rights and royal prerogativs ” 
of his heavenly lord, we submit that lords are away 
down in the scale below the sovereign and the dukes 
and earls. Leaving the last two classes out of the 
discussion, we must remind Mr. Foster that all 
lords are subordinate to the sovereign, and that as 
the people are sovereign in this country, his foreign 
lord will hav to be naturalized before he can be- 
come a fraction of the American supreme power. 
The Boston clergyman thinks altogether too much 
of “crown rights and royal prerogativs” to be a 
safe citizen of the republic. Such & man is always 
* fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils.” 


-— 

The New Orleans Zimes- Democrat has recently 
had two editorials which deserve the thanks of the 
Freethought Letter-Writing Corps, which are in 
order to send this week. One of the articles is 
more than a column in length and has reference to 
the refusal of one of the Board of Police Commis- 
sioners of New Orleans to vote for a certain man to 
fill a vacancy on the Board because he thought the 
candidate was a Jew. It turned out that the can- 
didate, Mr. Brunswig, is not of that people, but this 
did not make the intolerance of the Commissioner 
any the less offensiv to the 77mes- Democrat, which 
tells him that eosmopolitanism is one of the marks, 
as it is a result, of superior culture. The other 
editorial deals with the Sabbath crusade in St. 
Louis. It remarks that the Municipal Reform As- 
sociation of that city * has started and is vigorously 
pushing a campaign worthy of the Middle Ages.” 
It adds: . 


** One of the chief propositions is to shut down street 
railway traffic on Sunday as opposed to Christianity. A 


lines with that object in view. After a few days’ trial of 
this so-called reform, so foreign to the spirit of the age, 
8t, Louis will probably become disgusted with the reform 


It does not appear to hav occurred to Mr. Foster | 


movement altogether, and welcome back the reign of 
iniquity which allowed its people to get a little fresh air 
and to go to church or pay a visit, without tramping © 
several miles. 
make themselvs ridiculous and obnoxious and defeat 
themselvs.” l 


It is in this way that reform movements 


Thank the editor for his defense of good sense, 


but point out that the “reform” was initially the 
very opposit of reform, being essentially reactionary 
and absurd. 


A contemporary remarks that “a recruit to the 


ranks of Freethought is seldom or never won from 
the ranks of Catholicism.” 
must be so, although, if we are to acceptit as gospel, 
it will puzzle us to account for the Freethinkers 
in Spain, Italy, Portugal, and the South American 
states, and for most of those in France. 
taire, born a Catholic and educated by Jesuits, did 
more for the freedom of the human wind than’ 


We suppose that this 


Vol- 


several thousand Protestants. We arealso informed 


that the Catholic dares not put any construction on 
his Bible. 


But it so happens that the monk Luther 
and his fellow rebels 42d, and thus we, the Free- 


thinkers of to-day, are the intellectual descendants 


of the Catholic, only two steps removed. The fact 
is, the Catholic is told that he must not use his rea- 
son, and so it remains in a quiescent condition, but | 
often, when he has discovered that he can use it, it 
conducts him out from the prison-hcuse of super- 
stition at'& bound. The Protestant, on the con- 
trary, has been taught that he may reason, but will 
go to hell if he reasons to a wrong conclusion, and 
so his mind is perverted and he finds it extremely 
difficult to reason clearly, even after he gets out 
into the pastures of Freethought, as he imagins. 
Above all other men the Freethinker should be free 
enough from prejudice to seek for and tell the 
truth about all religions and their disciples. Among 
the ex-Catholics whose names we weave with chap- 
lets were the martyrs Bruno and Vanini, both of 
whom were monks; Campanella, Condorcet (friend 
of Paine); Diderot (educated by the Jesuits) ; Gam- 
betta (whose uncle was & priest, whose father wished 
him to become one, and who was educated in a 
clerical seminary), and Voltaire. These are a few 
of the many recruits to the ranks of Freethought 
from the ranks of Catholicism. 


Cee m 
So Much Smoke, So Little Fire! 

We commented last week on one of the common 
“fake” stories about a ‘blasphemer’s” house 
being struck by lightning as a * judgment" while 
he was criticising the Christian fetich, the Bible. 
The story had it that several of the wicked man’s 
family were stunned, and that the preachers were 
counting on the “conversion” of the Infidel as 
one of the -fruits of the “warning.” That is, this 
was the lieas told by the United Press; the Associ- 
ated Press agent was not quite so fertil in inven- 
tion; the main features of his sensational yarn we 
gave in our editorial note last week. Behold how 
plain & tale puts these falsifiers down! Mr. Craw- 
ford livs in Buena Vista, Ga., and the following 
account of the “visitation” is from the Mario 

‘County Patriot of that place: 


RESIDENCE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING. 
Wednesday morning about 9:30 o'clock lightning struck 
the residence of Mr. O. S. Crawford, and the family 
narrowly escaped injury. 

The bolt entered the northwest corner room, which is 
the parlor, and badly shattered that side of the building. 
A fine piano was greatly injured by splitting its bottom 
and breaking the castors from under the legs. The 
mechanism of the piano may hav been injured, though 
we did not learn. : i 

Fortunately none of the family were in that room and 
none of them injured. Mrs. Orawford was sitting at the 
sewing-machine in another room, and while she was 
greatly shocked she was not injured. The children, in- 
cluding Helen Jackson, were in the garden and were 
greatly frightened. It was fortunate that the bolt was 
partly diverted to the wire fence, else the building might 
hav fared worse. The bolt traversed the wire fence and 
demolished the gate posts, which were of wood. A little 
negro girl at the well was pretty badly injured by the bolt 
which traversed the fence, came arounu to the wel] and 
melted the chain. We are glad that there was No more 
serious result. 

Will the secular and religious circulators of the. 


canard now tell their readers the truth about it? 


^ 


—«*»—— 

Delegates sent by a church society to Northum- 
berland refused to deliver addresses illustrated 
with lantern slides, on the ground that ** Paul and 
Barnabas never carried magic lanterns about with 
them.” Neither did they ride on railway trains or 
announce their coming by telegraph or use printed 
gospels or distribute tracts by parcels post. . Why: 
eannot such worshipers of the past be consistent— 
or else make up their minds to liv in this age? 
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tend it; next he makes the animals and the birds More “Truth About the Tariff.” 


and brings them to Adam to name; finally he con- i. : 
cludes that Adam needs a helpmeet, aud taking a |, According to Mr. A. F. Hamilton, the truth about 
rib from his body, creates woman. the tariff, briefly told, is:  Frotention dM ry bbety i 
11. In the first, man is created in the image of “a high tariff is high handed spoliation ;" * based 
God. “God created man in his own image, in the on dogmas ;” “all who study its argumenta become 
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In the second, it is not intimated that man was|. shirk the burden of proof,” oto.; “the Modes 
created in God's image. It is only after Adam and burden falls on the poor and the rich escape ;" and 
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Jehovistic, account of creation. They represent nd grain for food was a consequence of bent the tariff.” i 
eren j i i 
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2. In the first, with a single exception, that por- all the trees. “Every tree in the which is the ima his wife in $1 000 * Paris de mode," dra ed 
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POE the heaven ;” “ the firmament of the heaven,” Uis frdit se) d os oe rm the pis of phe * Rhine wines;" eover his floors with costly * Per- 
ete. *. sian rugs,” and his walls with the “ masterpieces of 
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tion can appear. In the second, his sovereignty is confined to a| $i house is made of Michigan pine, put together 
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4. In the first, plants are created from ereated in six literal days. : i 
—are a product E" ihe earth. ani de eds In the second, no mention is made of this six sera QR eat aide. pen that of Mr. 
brought forth grass and herb " (i, 12). days’ creation. On the contrary, the writer simply Hamilt mA or Geo. E. Macdonald á A ane nificent 
In the second, they are a creation independent of | Tfers to “the day that the Lord God made the | « X (ob » for an American citizen to howi about ! 
the earth—are created by God and then transferred | Tth and the heavens” (ii, 4). The overnment rovenue-—$480 000,000—aver- 
to earth. “The Lord God made the earth and the| 16. Both cosmogonies are theological rather than | , got er family. Now, Mr. Freetrader, hav you 
heavens, and every plant of the field before it was | ®*ientific. The real purpose of the first, in its pres- | (^ y of an ashen by which yon oan let yon 
in the earth, and every herb of the field before it | 9Bt form at least, is not so much to explain the self Aowa sedie: th fifty cents de mar for sod 
grew" ‘ii, 4, 5 creation of the universe as to inculcate a belief in share ? And if Ba od decd Sura that Tine 
Corbin’s “Bible Commentator, an orthodox | the divine institution of the Sabbath. (The first | y c. fellows "will nok aenda our lovely scheme 
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not only made the earth and the heaven j : ; l i i 
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In the second, fowls and land animals are created | "99 crested in the image of God. Hence God must | heir production. And of agricultural soduote 
at the same time— form one creativ act (ii, 19). exist in the form of man. about all the wholesale price is libor Your outery 
6. In the first, fowls are created out of the water. In the second, this anthropomorphic conception is therefore nineteen: wiak a ainst the labo d 
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that may fly above the earth ” (i, 20). 18. The writer of the first evidently believes that | t millionaires?” I deny it, and demand th 
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made the Lord God to grow every tree,” etc. (ii, 7, 8). nostrils, makes woman out of a rib, makes birds let us hav plenty of such class legislation : 
8. In the first, fowls are created before man— and animals asa boy makes mud-pies, and brings For thirt te we had hi E tariff and ood 
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10. In the first, man and woman are created at “Tt is now clear to diligent students of the Bible | 77 "the world There is not : Iree tride n tion 
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The Two Cosmogonies of Genesis. 

Science agrees with the account of creation given in 
Genesis. 

The above is the stereotyped claim of orthodox 
theologians. But this claim is too vague. To en- 
title it to & candid consideration, to furnish an in- 
telligible basis upon which to establish it and de- 
termin its merits, they should tell us which account. 
In the first two chapters of Genesis are given two 
cosmogonies, written by two different authors. 
Neither of them agrees with the demonstrated 
truths of science. Above all, they do not agree | 
with each other. The points of disagreement are 


The third volume of Moncure D. Conway’s 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
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these two great parties comprise nine-tenths of the 
voters and nineteen-twentieths of the statesmen of 
this country. And you call them “a gwinish mul- 
titude.” I may be a “swine” or a “multitude,” but 
let me remind your highness that the great mass of 
American citizens hav an honest heart; that they 
know their own interest quite as well as the average 
free trader; that it is quite possible for even a free 
trader to be mistaken; and, finally, that denouncing 
opponents as “swine” or “robbers,” is not argu- 
ment, but the cheapest kind of demagogism. 
Pierson, Ia. S. F. Benson. 


ri ————————— ————— 
The **Bankruptey" of Science. 


An approved organ of the Roman church, the 
Catholic Review, published in New York city, makes 
the following announcement with unconcealed joy: 

Science is bankrupt. That is the decision of M. Ferdi- 
naud Brunetiere, scientist, professor at the Sorbonne, 
Freethinker and member of the French Academy. Ina 
recent issue of the Revue des Deux Mondes, he says that 
science has failed to solve the question of man’s origin 
and destiny, it has been unable to make a clear statement 
of its own case and claims, and it has not supplanted re- 
ligion, it has not provided **the missing link? needed to 
sustain its unscriptural theory of the descent of man, it 
has not cleared awav the miraculous, it has not taken 
away from Christianity its vitality and its power: of prop- 
agation. It has failed to keep its promises, to furnish 

- proofs, to maintain its pretensions. Religion is recover- 

ing its old time prestige and re-sonquering the ground 
from which it was temporarily driven. Science is bank- 
rupt. This is the judgment of a scientist without relig- 
ion. It agrees with the opinion of the marquis of Salis- 
bury, president of the British Scientific Association. 
Atheistic science is bankrupt! 

In his recent work on “ Degeneration"* the Ger- 
man scholar, Prof. Max Nordau, has a chapter on 
* Mysticism,” in which, under the subhead of “ Sym- 
bolism,” the assertion of the French “scientists” 
that science is bankrupt is considered at some 
length. If his remarks had been made with special 
reference to the foregoing jubilant note of the 
Roman Catholic organ, they could not hav answered 
it more effectivly. Professor Nordau, after quoting 
Edouard Rod, Charles Morice, M. F. Paulhan, and 
other neo-Catholics who maintain that science has 
failed to “keep its promises" and that it is * power- 
less to satisfy the needs of mankind,” proceeds as 
follows: . 


Overwhelming as may appear this unanimity be- 
tween strong minds commanding respect and weak 
graphomaniacs [scribbling fools], it does not, nev- 
ertheless, contain the slightest spark of truth. To 
assert that the world turns away from science be- 
cause the “ empirical,” which means the scientific, 
method of observation and registration has suffered 
shipwreck, is either a conscious lie or shows lack of 
mental responsibility. A healthy-minded man must 
almost feel ashamed to hav still to demonstrate this. 

In the last ten years, by means of spectrum anal- 
ysis, science has made disclosures in the constitu- 
tion of the most distant heavenly bodies, their 
component matter, their degree of heat, the speed 
and direction of their motions; it has firmly estab- 
lished the essential unity of all modes of force, and 
has made highly probable the unity of all matter ; it 
is on the track of the formation and development of 
chemical elements, and it has learned to understand 
the building up of extremely intricate organic com- 
' binations; it shows us the relations of atoms in 
molecules, and the position of molecules in space; 
it has thrown wonderful light on the conditions of 
the action of electricity, and placed this force at the 
service of mankind; it has renewed geology and 
paleontology, and disentangled the concatenation 
of animal and vegetable forms of life; it has newly 
created biology and embriology, and has explained 
in a surprising manner, through the discovery and 
investigation of germs, some of the most disquieting 
mysteries of perpetual metamorphosis, illness, and 
death; it has found or perfected methods which, 
like chronography, instantaneous photography, eto., 
permit of the analysis and registration of the most 
fleeting phenomena, not immediately apprehensible 
by human sense, and which promis to become ex- 
tremely fruitful for the knowledge of nature. And 
in the face of such splendid, such overwhelmingly 
grand results, the enumeration of which could easily 
be doubled and trebled, does anyone dare to speak 
of the shipwreck of science, and of the incapacity 
of the empirical method? _ . 

Science is said not to hav kept what she prom- 
ised. When has she ever promised anything else 
than honest and attentiv observation of phenomena 
and, if possible, establishment of the conditions 
under which they occur? And has. she not kept 
this promis? Does she not keep it perpetually? If 
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anyone has expected of her that she would explain | 


from one day to another the whole mechanism of 
the universe, as a juggler explains his apparent 
magic, he has indeed no idea of the true mission of 
science. She denies herself all leaps and flights. 
She advances step by step. She builds slowly and 
patiently a firm bridge out into the unknown, and 
can throw no new arch over the abyss before she 
has sunk deep the foundations of a new pier in the 
depths, and raised it to the right hight. 

Meanwhile she asks nothing at all about the first 
cause of phenomena, so long as she has so many 
proximate causes to investigate. Many of the most 
eminent men of science go so far as to assert that 
the first cause will never become the object of sci 
entific investigation, and call it, with Herbert Spen 
cer, “the Unknowable,” or exclaim despoudingly. 
with Du Bois-Reymond, 7gnorabimus. Both of 
them in this respect.are completely unscientific, and 
only prove that even clear thinkers like Herbert 
Spencer, and sober iarestigators like Du Bois Rey- 
mond, stand yet under the influence of theological 
dreams. Science cin speak of no unknowable. 
since this would presuppose that she is able to mark 
exactly the boundaries of the knowable. This, 
however, she cannot do, since every new discovery 
thrusts back that boundary. Moreover, the accept- 
ance of an Unknowable involves the acknowledgment 
that there is something which we cannot know. 
Now, in order to be able seriously to assert the 
existence of this Something, either we must hav 
acquired some knowledge of it, however slight and 
indistinct, and this, therefore, would prove that it 
cannot be unkno sable, since we actually know it, 
and nothing then would justify us in declaring be- 
forehand that our present knowledge of it, however 
little it may be, will not be extended and deepened; 
or else we hav no knowledge, even of the minutest 
character, of' the philosopher’s Unknowable, in 
which case it cannot exist for us. The whole con- 
ception is based upon nothing, and the word is an 
idle creation of a dreaming imagination. The same 
thing can be said of Zgnorabimus. It is the opposit 
of science. It is not a correct inference from well- 
grounded premises, it is not the result of observa- 
tion, but a mystical prophecy. No one has the right 
to make communications with respect to the future 
as matters of fact. Science can announce what she 
knows to-day; she can also mark off exactly what 
she does not know; but to say what she will or will 
not at any time know is not her office. 

It is true that whoever asks from Science that she 
shall giv an answer to all the questions of idle and 
restless minds with unshaken and audacious cer- 
tainty must be disappointed by her, for she will not 
and cannot fulfil his desire. Theology and meta 
physics hav an easier task. They devise some fable, 
and propound it with overwhelming earnestness. If 
anyone does not believe in them they threaten and 
insult the intractable client; but they can prove 
nothing to him; they cannot force him to take their 
chimeras for cash. Theology and metaphysics can 
never be brought into a dilemma. It costs them 
nothing to add to their words more words, to unite 
to one voluntary assertion another, and to pile up 
dogma upon dogma. It will never occur to the 
serious sound mind, which thirsts after real knowl- 
edge, to seek it from metaphysics or theology. They 
appeal only to childish brains, whose desire for 
knowledge, or, rather, whose curiosity, is fully satis- 
fied with the cradling croon of an old wife’s tale. 

Science does not compete with theology and met- 
aphysics. If the latter declare themselvs able to 
explain the whole phenomenon of the universe, 
Science shows that those pretended explanations 
are empty chatter. She, for her part, is naturally 
on her guard against putting in the place of a 
proved absurdity another absurdity. She says 
modestly, * Here we hav a fact, here an assumption, 
here a conjecture. "Tis a rogue who givs more than 
he has.” If this does not satisfy the neo-Catholics, 
they should sit down and themselva investigate, 
themselvs find out new facts, and help to make 
clear the weird obscurity of the phenomenon of the 
universe. That would bea proof of a true desire 
for knowledge. At the table of science there is 
room for all, and every fellow-observer is welcome. 
But this does not enter into even the dreams of 
these poor ereatures who drivel about the *bank- 
ruptey of science.” 

True, science tells us nothing about the life after 
death—of harp-concerts in paradise, and of the 
transformation of stupid youths and -hysterical 
geese into white-clad angels with rainbow-colored 
wings. It contents itself, in a much more plain and 


prosaic manner, with alleviating the existence of 
mankind on earth. It lessens the average of mor- 


tality, and lengthens the life of the individual 


through the suppression of known .causes of dis- 


eases it invents new comforts, and makes easier the 


struggle against nature’s destructiv powers. The 


Symbolist who is preserved after surgical interfer- 
ence through asepsy from suppuration, mortifica- 
tion, and death; who protects himself by a Cham- 


berland filter from typhus; who by the careless 
turning of a button fills his room with electric 
light; who through a telephone can converse with 
someone beloved: in a far distant country, has to 
thank this alleged bankrupt science for it all, and 
not the theology to which he maintains that he 
wants to return. " . $ 2 E s 


The dunces who abuse science reproach it also 


with having destroyed ideals and stolen from life 
all itè worth. This accusation is just as absurd as 
the talk about the bankruptcy of science. A higher 
ideal than the increase of general knowledge there 
cannot be. 
the life of an inquirer who. spends his existence 
bending over a microscope, almost without bodily 
wants, known and honored by few, working only 
for his own conscience’ sake, without any other. am- 
bition than that perhaps one little new fact may be 
firmly established, which a more fortunate successor 
wil make use of in a brilliant synthesis, and insert 
as a stone in some monument of natural science? 


What saintly legend is as beautiful as 


What religious fable has inspired with a contempt 
of death sublimer martyrs than a Gehlen, who sank 


down poisoned while preparing the arsenious hydro- 
gen which he had discovered; or a Crocé-Spinelli, 
who was overtaken by death in an over-rapid ascent 


of his balloon while observing the pressure of the 
atmosphere; or an Ehrenberg, who became blind 
over his life's work; or a Hyrtl, who almost en- 
tirely destroyed his eyesight by his anatomical 


corrosiv preparations; or the doctors who inoculate 


themselvs with some deadly disease—not to speak 
of the innumerable crowd of discoverers traveling 
to the North Pole and to the interior of dark con- 
tinents? Aud did Archimedes really feel his life to 
be so worthless when he entreated the pillaging 
bands of Marcellus, * Do not disturb my circles” ? 
Genuin healthy poetry has always recognized this,. 
and finds its most ideal characters, not in a devotee 
who murmurs prayers with driveling lips and stares 
with distended eyes at some visual hallucination, 
but in a Prometheus and a Faust, who wrestle for 
science, 7.¢, for exact knowledge of nature. 

The assertion that science has not kept its prom- 
ises, and that therefore the rising generation is 
turning away from it, does not for a moment resist 
criticism, and is entirely without foundation. - - - 
The Jesuits invented the phrase, “bankruptcy of 
science,” and their pupils repeat it after them, be- 
cause it includes a plausible explanation of their 
pietistic mooning, the real organic causes of which 
are unknown: to them, and for that matter would 
not be understood if they were known. “I return 
to faith because science does not satisfy me” is a 
possible statement. It is even a superior thing to 
say, since it presupposes a thirst for truth anda. 
noble interest in great questions. On the contrary, - 
a man will hardly be willing to confess, “Iam an 
enthusiastic admirer of the Trinity and the Holy 
Virgin because I am degenerate and my brain is 
incapable of clear thought.” 


One God or Several. 


Having read in Taz Trura Szexer of March 23d 
an article, “The First Honest Translation of Gene- 
sis,” I was surprised to see that the writer tries to 
deprive the Bible writers of the only credit they 
may be said to deserve, namely, that of giving us 
only one God of their making, and sparing us the 
burden of too many. On the strength of the pas- 
sages quoted we may safely and justly accuse them 
of error and ignorance, but never of * polytheism.” 
The word “ Elohim” may be translated, in the plu- 
ral, gods, when written alone; but here, in these 
passages, whenever ** Elohim” appears, it is preced- 
ed or followed by the third person singular. I will 
giv the Hebrew text of the first verses of Genesis : 

1. Bereshith Boro Elohim 

1. In thebeginning he created God, ete. 

2. V.Ruah Elohim Mrahefeth 

2. And the spirit God she moves, eto. 

3.Va Yomer Elohim Yehe Or 

3. And he said God there shall be light, eto. 

4. Va Yar Elohim Eth ho-Or 

4, And he saw God the light, etc. 

Now, the plural of Boro is Borou—they created. 
The plural of Ruah is Ruhos—spirits. The plural 
of Va Yomer is Va Yomru—they hav said. And 
the plural of Va Yar is Va Yiru. In only one 
place does it seem that God speaks of more than 
himself—where it reads, ** Let us make man in our 
image”—and this is nothing. Rulers of old and of 
to day affect the same style when speaking of them- 
selvs. In the very next verse the writer of Genesis 
says, “So God made man in his own image, in the 
image of. God created he him.” Can any mistake 
be made in reading the Hebrew text? Has not 
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God said, done, worked, and seen all alone until, 
tired out (and no wonder), he took a rest all alone? 

I hav made a thorough study of the Hebrew 
Bible, and I am satisfied that the writers of that 
book are not guilty of any conception of polytheism. 
The word “Elohim” in a few instances does not 
signify God, for it also means power and strength. 
This removes the last shadow of suspicion from 
those parts of the Bible in which there may be a 
suggestion of polytheism. 

But supposing that the Bible is what the writer 
maintains that it is, will that alter the character of 
the book? Will it become better, more intelligible, 
more truthful, more instructiv, more scientific? Or 
will it become worse? Can it be more contradic- 
tory, or more cruel to man and beast? Could it 
possibly exhibit more ignorance and superstition ? 
Are a multitude of gods less to blame for inhuman 
teachings than one god? We want no more gods; 
we hav had enough of them. Let us hav more and 
stronger light to penetrate the deep crevasses of 
that darkest book, where hate, revenge, and fanati- 
eism are intrenched. Let us hav more men who, 
for the sake of justice and liberty, will dare to tell 
the truth. Mora NxBUCHERIN. 


Observations. 


The question now before the house is, Were one 
or more gods concerned in the job of creating de- 
scribed in the first chapter of that novel without a 
purpose called * Tbe Holy Bible?" and we may as 
well make it a symposium. The argument, then, 
founded on the number of Hebrew nouns and 
verbs does not impress me as a very convincing 
one, for the reason that both singular and plural 
are said to occur in references to the architect of 
the universe. Of course the gender of the Elohim 
cannot be expected to throw any light upon the 
discussed question; otherwise it would be in order 
to direct attention to the word translated “she 
moves,” which indicates that there was & woman in 
the case? But putting these inconsequential mat- 
ters aside, the fact remains that Eloah spoke, and 
the thing to be found out is, to whom did he ad- 
dress his remarks? If he was the only man on the 
job, to whom did he issue orders and make sug- 
gestions about the proper build for a man? Those 
questions, if I am anything of a biblicist, take pre- 
cedence over all considerations of grammar, or even 
of sex, which latter the editors of the Woman's 
Bible think is quite weighty. It has been pointed 
out by so eminent a scholar as Huxley that the Bi- 
ble deities appear under two names, Elohim and 
Yahveh or Jehovah, the latter being a lord god, and 
the suggestion follows that the Elohim were infe- 
rior characterB who acted as Jehovah's fuglemen. 
In some places they were called song of God. ‘lhey 
attended the council described in the first chapter 
of the book of Job, when Satan, their brother, came 
also. They. made pastoral calls on the women 
folks, with the usual results, and exercised a general 
superintendence over Jehovah's outside business. 
They turned up in various places under different 
names, but I suspect that they were always the 
same sad Elohim. An old lady who had passed her 
ninetieth milestone saw One, who assured her that 
she should not die childless, and “it was so.” A 
brace of them were guests of Lot, one wrestled all 
night with the visionary, Jacob, and they ate matzos 
with othersof the patriarchs. No two Bible writers 
describe them alike, but the diversity of those lit- 
erary persons is shown in their disagreement about 
every subject that any two of them happen to touch. 
Justin Martyr, a church father who flourished his 
pen in the second century of this era of grace, 
called the Elohim angels, and states that their too 
susceptible natures caused them to trespass with 
the frail daughters of men, and hence sprang a race 
of demons. We hav seen that Satan was among 
the “sons of God” who came together near Uz to 
discuss the incorrigible piety of Job, and despite 
the absence of Mr. Gladstone’s literal homogeneity, 
we hav no reason to doubt that he was the identical 
Satan that offered the juice cf the forbidden fruit 
to Eve. He must then hav been either a spectator 
of the creation or an assistant, and as nothing is 
said about his creation it is impossible to reach any 
other conclusion than that he was one of the angels 
or Elohim. He may hav been among the spirits of 
God described as moving upon the face of the 
waters. 

With these facts before us, with the earth and 
sky populated and increased in population by the 
sons of God, it is a waste of time to discuss the 
grammatical inflections of those alphabetical topsy- 
turvies called the written Hebrew tongue. Our 
friend of the biblical name, who givs the readers of 
Taz Trors Seexer some translated sentences from 
Genesis, says that he has made a thorough study of 
the Hebrew Bible. There is no reason for doubt- 
ing that he has, but how does that help him? Sup- 


pose the Bible had been written in English, and we 
were called upon to decide the meaning of the fol- 
lowing narrativ : 

Sodhlice tha se Hælend of tham munte nydher astah, 
tha fyligdon him myole manio. Tha genealmhte hreofla 
to him and hine to him ge-eadhmedde, and thus cwadh: 
Drihten, gyf thu wilt, thu miht me geclænsian. Tha 
astrehte se Hælend hys hand and hrepode hyne, and thus 
cwadh: Ic wylle, beo geclensod. And hys hreofla was 
hradlice geclænsod. : 

This is English, or Anglo-Saxon, a good many 
years younger than the Hebrew in which the story 
of Genesis must hav been written, but there are a 
whole lot of clergymen who hav made a thorough 
study of the English Bible, who could not tell 
whether the nouns and verbs are in the singular 
number or the plural. Some might not even reco- 
nize the excerpt as a part of the eighth chapter of 
the gospel according to St. Matthew. No reader of 
the Hebrew Bible of to-day can imagin that he is 
reading it in the Hebrew as it was written. The 
Genesis story, in some tongue or other, may be 
given a date two hundred years before Christ, and 
there is no Hebrew manuscript of it earlier than 
a.D. 900. Supposing the creation is placed six 
thousand years ago, according to biblical time- 
keeping, then the first authentic account of the 
affair, in Hebrew, that we can law our hands on was 
written some five thousand years after the occur- 
rence. In the centuries intervening between the 
time when the creation story was first recorded and 
the time when our oldest manuscripts were written 
there was opportunity for the language to change 
several times. Look at the sample of English I 
hav quoted, which is only a few hundred years old, 
and then guess how much of the first manuscript 
of Genesis a modern Hebrew student would be able 
to decipher, digest, and assimilate. If he could tell 
the nouns from the verbs or the verbs from a moc- 
casin track, he would deserve a medal whether he 
got the number and gender right or wrong. We 
can arrive at the meaning of old English by tracing 
its changes, but the Hebrew offers no such oppor- 
tunity. Furthermore, there is reason to doubt the 
existence of an original Hebrew manuscript to get 
back to, the oldest being in Greek. Recurring to 
the matter of a plurality of gods, it is evident from 
the first commandment, “Thou shalt hav none 
other gods before me,” that the writer believed 
there was more than one, otherwise the command 
would be a waste of words. There appears to hav 
been a rivalry among the manufacturers of gods 
then, as there is now between the proprietors of 
different brands of soap, baking powders, type- 
writers, and bicycles. The “monotheism” of the 
Jewish leaders, therefore, consisted in an attempt 
to hav their god accepted in place of others, but 
they were never wholly successful, for their follow- 
ers were continually falling away from Jehovah and 
running after strange deities. The permanence of 
polytheism was shown when the Christian world set 
up its Trinity, with the Virgin Mary a fourth per- 
son. The only real monotheists are the Deisis, 
whose god has no family connections. 


The name of the Rev. H. B. Spayd, whose initials 
suggest that he is an indicativ perfect member of 
the third sex, is attached toa set of resolutions 
addressed to the legislature of Pennsylvania in op- 
position to a proposed modification of the Sunday 
laws which will permit the sale of newspapers on 
ihe Christian Sabbath. If the legislature, when 
resolutions come up, decide to pass Spayd's, it is 
inferred that clubs will continue to be trumps in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. S. F. Benson, of Iowa, has estimated my 
“entire tariff contribution” at less than fifty cents. 
It is worth something to hav an upholder of that 
political dogma, protection, admit that an American 
citizen does contribute, though sparingly, to the 
support of the system. Probably fifty cents would 
pay Mr. Benson’s share of taxes to balance church 
exemption, but the insignificance of the sum will 
not, I hope, deter him from denouncing the favor- 
itism. May he stand firm for justice, equality, and 
liberty, even though some fautor of exemption 
should remark that four-bits a year is a hell of a 
thing for a citizen of Iowa to be kicking about. 

Mr. Benson givs the government revenue as 
$480,000,000, or $34 annually per family, and says 
that the American citizen is let off with the pay- 
ment of fifty cents of that amount. Does Mr. Ben- 
son request us to believe that the rest is paid by 
the foreigner? I ask merely for information and to 
learn how the foreigner is reimbursed. The theory, 
ás thus far developed, is as short as the heathen as- 
tronomy which rested the earth on the shoulders of 
Atlas—shorter, in fact, as the suggestion is offered 
that Atlas was supported by his wife’s family. Mr. 
Benson’s assertion that the tariff “taxes imported 


goods expressly to induce our people to prefer 
untaxed home products” should be revised by the 
substitution of coerce for “induce” and accept for 
« prefer.” So amended I hav no objection to it as 
a succinct statement of a fact of which every Amer- 
ican citizen should be ashamed. We might go fur- 
ther and qualify the description of home products 
as “untaxed” by saying that, so far as the buyer is 
concerned, they are taxed to the amount that the 
price he pays for them is greater than the price of 
foreign products minus the duty. For our further 
confusion Mr. Benson states that protection keeps 
our money at home, while low tariff has had the 
effect of sending “money running off to Europe,” 
with “government borrowing it back at the rate of 
two hundred millions a year.” A little thought re- 
veals this in a more tolerable aspect, for if it is bet- 
ter to pay ten to twenty-five per cent advance on 
the value of the things we buy daily in order to 
keep our money from “running off to Europe,” we 
are driving a regular Yankee bargain when we bor- 
row it back into the country at only three or four 
per cent per annum. Mr. Benson does not enlist 
my sympathies by his reference to the workingman, 
though I am one myself. I apprehend that if gov- 
ernment will confine itself to affairs of state, and 
cease to disconcert commerce by tariff tinkering, and 
to gull labor with promises of a full dinner-pail, 
the business man and the laboring man will be able 
to take care of themselvs. It is rude indeed to 
speak of tariff as robbery, because it is not indict- 
able. Tariff is wrong, though, in my opinion, and 
sets up an unjustifiable tax. Sometimes, in these 
days when there is such a faint line between poli- 
lies and roguery, I can feel but little more respect 
for the strong who do a wrong legally and so escape 
the penalty of their act, than for the weak who do 
it criminally at the risk of consequences unpleasant 
to themselvs. The purpose of both is the same. 
They differ only in method, but the latter are more 
frank and ingenuous. 


THE LOGIO OF SUPPRESSION. 
There was once a favored country where the truly good 
held sway, 
And made it hot for everyone who didn’t go their way. 
Of course they had enough to do, the glaring ills to cure, 
For we know that to the pure in heart each earthly 
thing’s impure. 
They organized societies the Sabbath day to guard, ; 
Transgressors being quickly taught the way of them was 


ard. 
They bad their Vice Society to regulate the mails, 
And used up all the editors to populate their jails. 
The man who took a glass ot beer was coppered in a 
wink— 
Communion was the only place where you could get a 


drink. 
They apprehended all the folks who walked the streets of 
nights 
As also actresses in bronze, and likewise those in tights. 
Piano legs wore pantaloons, the statues in the park 
Were covered up and not exposed to sight till after dark. 
Divorces then were quite unknown, and when a couple 


wed, 
They bunged the woman in a cask and fastened down tbe 
ea 


There were no scientific men, but those who took their 

place 

Endeavored agriculturally to propagate the race; 

I understand they had progressed so far along these lines 

That boys grew in potato hills, while girls grew on the 
vines; ` 

And both were clothed in gunny-sacks alike in all re- 
spects 

For it was scandalous to make distinction as to sex. 

The momen folks were all old maids, as likewise were the 

. males. 

They built ten churches on a block to alternate with jails. 

And thus did law and order reign, devoid of strife or jars, 

For each recusant citizen was safe behind the bars. 

So there was heaven on the earth, with joy so full and free, 

And every day they organized a new society. . 

But such things.were too good to last, and so there cam 
& pause— 

A Mind Your Business League was formed, agreeable to 


aWws, 

Which wrought such havoc in the land, allowed to take its 
course, 

That there was not a censor left to put the thing in force. 

It emptied ail the churches and it filled the jails so full 

The doors could scarcely be got to by a united pull. 

The last ‘‘reformer” in the world, imprisoned though 
untried, 

Put forth his hand between the bara and locked himself 
inside. 

In what he has to say about the “ scientists” who 
find the facts of nature inadequate to their imag- 
ined needs, Prof. Max Nordau is more accurate than 
flattering, but I doubt if the degenerates get at his 
hands any more of a walloping than they deserve. 
We can afford to be patient and to exercise charity 
toward those who are ignorant and are trying to 
learn, but I cannot perceive that we are under any 
obligation to respect the reversionists who hav 
once known the truth and are now trying to forget it. 

Gro. E. Macpvonaup. © 


. Tue Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admissior 
free, All welcome, 
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Lecture Notes. 


A Sunday like my last one in Boston would cer- 

tainly giv any lecturer agreeable remembrance of a 
place for a long time. A larger audience greeted 
me than at any of my previous lectures. ‘The sub- 
ject was a timely one: “The Tyranny and Absurdity 
of Sunday Laws.” Boston has lately been afflicted 
by a sickly wave of Sabbatarianism and National 
Reform Theocracy. The churches demand that 
everything be closed on Sunday except the house 
of God, and they hav made a special war upon Sun- 
day concerts. The priest cannot endure competi- 
tion. He knows that when a choice is given be- 
tween the theater and his temple of superstition, 
the majority will accept the former. The governor 
of Massachusetts has given aid and comfort to these 
_ religious tyrants by appearing on the platform at 
their conventions, and making the false statement 
that this isa Christian nation. When General Booth 
was in Boston, Greenhalge is reported to hav said 
it was his duty as executiv of the state to encour- 
age any movement to advance the Christian relig- 
ion. This “duty” he holds by usurpation, for the 
Constitution of Massachusetts givs him no such au- 
thority. On Sunday morning I went to hear the 
Rev. J. M. Foster, the acknowledged leader of 
National Reformism in New England. He re- 
minded me of the old Puritan preachers of whom 
we read. Tall, lean, sickly looking, he has the nasal 
drawl, and gave a harang that called to my 
mind the ranter so well described by Scott in 
* Woodstock.” He had a very small congregation, 
as in his denomination there is no instrumental 
music, and instead of hymns they sing Psalms. The 
Reformed Presbyterian church is as near like the 
church of John Calvin as modern enlightenment 
will permit. 

Boston is. probably the most interesting city in 
America. There is scarcely a spot that does not 
possess some historic interest, though most of 
the old landmarks hav disappeared. The Common 
of course remains, as does Faneuil Hall; the old 
State House that witnessed the Boston massacre; 
King’s Chapel, and the old South Church. I visited 
Cambridge, where is located the ancient seat of 
learning, Harvard College, and the residence of our 
greatest poet, Henry W. Longfellow. Boston Lib- 
erals always make a lecturer’s visit a pleasant one. 
I was a guest of the Rush family, was with Mendum 
at his home in Melrose, with Washburn at Revere, 
and enjoyed myself in company with Dr. R. K. 
Noyes and J. F. Foster. I always find a welcome 
in the Investigator office, with Editor Mendum and 
his faithful clerk, Ralph W. Chainey. 

Once more I am off, this time for De Ruyter, N. 
Y., a village of six hundred inhabitants in the cen- 
tral part of the state. Here I found excellent ar- 
rangements for a lecture made by my friend, W. W. 
Ames. Mr. Ames edits the Gleaner, a county 
paper, and has modern improvements in the printer's 
art, such as are not often found in country paper 
offices. He is an enthusiastic Liberal, and is not 
ashamed to show his colors. I arrived on the eve 
of a snow storm, and my heart sank when I thought 
of the prospects of an audience, but I was agree- 
ably disappointed, for a good audience greeted me, 
one-third of whom were women. Four ministers 
were present, and paid strict attention to every- 
thing I said. Freethought is new to the people of 
De Ruyter, but there is good soil in which it can 
take root. Mr. John Dean faced the storm, and 
came nine miles from Truxton to attend. O. H. 
Maxon, M. E. Tallett and wife, I. E. Smith, H. K. 
Nash, M. R. Smith, A. W. Francis, M. E. Bendick, 
H. P. Mitchell, W. E. Miner, and Miss Hattie Poole 
are stanch Liberals. Mr. Ames entertained me at 
his home. Mrs. Ames is not a Liberal, but is a 
sensible Christian woman. She is a member of the 
Seventh-Day Baptist church. At one time she was 
an activ member of the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, but left it when she found it to be 
a mere tool of the theocrats. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


dal A 
The Campaign Book. 

I bav the pleasure to report the following dona- 
tions to the Book Fund: J. P. Miller, Simeon Sharp, 
F. A. Whitney, J. H. Braffett, P. C. Mosier, P. Fitz- 
gerald. Would be glad to hear from more of our 
friends. Weare in need of many at this present 
time. The Federation has donated $10 for the de- 
fense of Mr. Wise. We also must raise money for 
the defense of Mr. Fleckten, of Minnesota. We 
understand that times are hard, but a little from 
everybody will help us along. 

E. C. Rxronwarp, Treas. F. F. of A., 
188 South Water Street, Chicago. 
ZLO 


Tux Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawans avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and ee Hverybody invited, fleeretary, William 

atkins. ' 
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A Memorial. 


Thursday, March 28th, I was called to attend the 
funeral services of Mrs. Jane Connery Cole at Gra- 
tiot, Wis. Mrs. Cole died in her eightieth year, on 
Tuesday, March 26th. Born into the Catholic 
church, for over half a century she has been a pro- 
nounced Freethinker. She was a nativ of Dun- 
ganon, Tyrone county, Ireland. At the age of nine 
years she came with her parents to this country 
and lived at Lancaster, Pa. In 1836 she removed 
to Wisconsin, and was married April 13, 1841, to 
Samuel Cole. For fifty-three years she has lived 
in the same house, which was built the following 
year for their home, and in which both husband and 
wife died. 

Hon. Samuel Cole was a prominent citizen of 
Gratiot. He was, for eleven years, a member of 
the state legislature, and for thirty years a justice 
of the peace. He was always a Freethinker, a sub- 
Seriber of the Znvestigator when edited by Abner 
Kneeland. He died in 1885. 

Mrs. Cole leaves four children, Mrs. Mary J. 
Campbell, wife of Hon. Frank Campbell, of Gra- 
tiot; Mrs. Sarah E. Cook, wife of Alfred Cook, of 
Gratiot, and E. W. Cole and E. J. Cole, also of 
Gratiot. There are nine grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. Mrs. Cole was universally 
loved and respected. Although living in a 
eommunity largely Catholic, against whose religion 
she was bravely outspoken, yet she had many 
friends in the pale of that church who were 
tenderly devoted to her in her last sickness. They 
honored her sincerity and venerated her character. 
Her mind was clear to the very last hour, and un- 
flinching in its loyalty to Freethought. It was her 
desire that no orthodox services should be held over 
her grave. It was her earnest wish that the prin- 
ciples of her life might be eloquent in her death. 
There was a large attendance at the funeral. It 
was a bright and beautiful day, and nature and hu- 
manity seemed to mingle in solemn mejesty and 


‘repose. Faithfully had our friend labored upon the 


fields of time. Rich was the harvest of her long 
life. Pric-Jess the inheritance she has left to her 
children. L've shall cherish her memory, while in 
the bosom if the earth she sinks to peaceful rest. 
Samuzt P. Pornam. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 

On Sunday, April 7th, at 2.30 P.m:, Mr. Arthur Kitson 
will deliver a lecture on ** The Money Question.” At 7.30 
p.m. Mrs. E. R. Oarl will lecture on ‘‘The Bible,” be- 
ing a review of Rev. W. H. Gill's Reply to Colonel Inger- 
soll on the Bible. All welcome. 


Taz Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for April: 

April 5th—‘‘ The Town Meeting as a Factor.” Ool. B,J. 


inton. 
April 12th—'*Tho Idyl of New Plymouth—Idaho.” T. 
B. Wakeman. 
April 19th—‘‘ The Bible and Modern Thought." S. P. 
Putnam. 
April 26th—‘‘Some Recent Advances in Science.” Dr. 
R. Q. Eccles. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for April: à 
April 7th—‘‘The Coming Currency." Hon. John De 
Witt Warner. ` 

April i4th—‘‘ The Single Tax." As controling the cquita- 
ble distribution of wealth. Mr. Alf J. Wolf. 

April 21st—‘‘ The Uses of Philosophy.” S. P. Putnam. 

April 28th—Debate, ** Protection vs. Free Trade." Mr. 
Henry Nichols and Mr. Henry Rowley. 


Tur German Freethinkeras’ Association meets every 
Sunday at 3 o'elock P m., at Beethoven Hall, 212 E. Fifth 
street, New York. Program for April, 1895: 

April 7th—‘‘ The History of the Creation as in the Bible.” 
Mr. Roessler. 

April 14th—** Was Jesus Christ Stoned (Talmud, Traktat 
t T'oldoth Jeshu °’) or Was he Hanged (Apostles x, 39), 
or Crucified (Lukas Evangelium xix, 81)? Mr. Roess- 


ler. 
Apri 2ist—‘‘ What is Truth?" Mr. Roeasler. 
April 28th—‘‘ The Resurrection of Jesus." Mr. Roessler, 
Admission free. M. Wiss, Sec., 154 E. 100th street. 


Tus Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st.. Cincinnati. Program 
for March will be filled by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel. 

April 7th—‘‘ Municipal Reform.” Rev. E. A. Coil. 
Apr Faith, Folly, and Fiction.” Mr. E. C 
ilmot. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 


Sunday, April 7th, Newark, N. J.................... The Bible 
Tuesday, April 9th, Danbury, Conn... ...............Liberty 
Wednesday, April 10th, Hartford, Conn.......... 'The Bible 
Thursday, April ilith, Willimantic, Conn......... The Bible 
Friday, April 12th, Norwich, Conn.................... 
Sunday, April 14th, Detroit, Mich... 


Sunday, April 21st, Toledo, O................ i 
Monday, April 33d, Erie Pa... eee Phe Bible 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tax Teura SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. - Ow 
present subscribers can doa great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 

To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaxEvHINKER'S Prcronian, Text-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWo DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer for one month: Send us 
three dollars for the paper one year, and we will 
send you free the Picroriat TExv-Booz. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S PICTORIAL 
Text-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of tacts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The I esigns are by Watson Hzston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People. 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1: The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the. second page of 
this issue, We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribars will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them miy mike us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book —Five DIL- 
LARS'WORTH FOR THBEE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 

SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as 
sertion that nothing hke it has ever before appeared in 
this couutry, and it 18 very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-paiuter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.— Freethinkers' 
Magazine. f ~ 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He hes dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. "There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subseriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the hook and the 
paper for one year, 
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Letters of Friends. 


He Orders Forty-Fonr Missionaries. 
New Ross, Inp., March 18, 295. 

Mr. Eprron: For inelosed please send 
me the following booklets. I want them 
to loan to my Christian friends: 16 ‘* Fed- 
eration and Union;” 6 ** Why Don't God 
Kill the Devil?" 4 **Ace of Reason;” 10 
“Examination of Propheoies;" 4 ** Bible 
Morals;" 4 ** Church Property." 

Since the Remsburg and Steiner lect- 
ures here during the winter Liberalism has 
been gradually growing. And we think 
there would be a greater gdvance in the 
cause of truth, reason, and common sense 
if Liberals would order more of your 
Freethought literature to loan and dis- 
tribute among their young Christian 
friends. Pari Bngvocng. 


Is Very Much in Earnest. 
Leon, Pa., March 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Language fails me to ex- 
press my appreciation of ** Old Testament 
Stories,” and also of ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” Haste also for- 
bids, as T want to get this in the next mail. 
Find inclosed twenty. five cents, for which 
send the '*Liberty for Man, Woman, 
and Child” and ‘‘Tribute to Ebou C. 
Ingersoll." 

However, I will take time to say that, 
should I and my wife or daughter survive 
Colonel Ingersoll we wish to be wired 
immediately of his death, and black crape 
will be hung on our front door and over 
our front veranda. But T would be glad 
to know that he would liv a thousand years 
to push the glorious cause. 


Yours in haste, Frank Cook. 


This Means You. 
Sxowvinng, VA., March 8, 1895. 

. Dear FnrgNDs: I intend going to New 
York state to visit my brother and sister 
and other kinsfolk and oid neighbors and 
friends. I shall start about the 5th of 
May and stay till September. I havn't 
quite enough money to go on, so I ask 
you to send for circulars of my books, and 
please order some of them of me, so I can 
mail them before I start. Each subscrip- 
tion to Little Freethinker will help along. 
It is the only paper published for the 
young that is free from superstition. Sond 
50 cents, and try it for one year, or 25 
cents for six months. Sample, three cents. 
Elmina D, Slenker, Snowville, Palaski 
county, Virginia. 

Times are hard, and I would not think 
of traveling, but brother aud sister, as 
well as myself, sre ‘‘in the sere and 
yellow leaf,” and we may never again hav 
a summer together. 

Ermma D. SLENKER. 


Does not Admire Them. 
Prasrer, Tex., March 1, 1895 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.50 to pay 
my passage on Tug Trura SEEKER craft 
another year, and for two copies of 
‘Crimes of Preachers.” I love to show 
up the preachers and their infamous call- 
ing, for I hav less respect for them than 
any other class of individuals. While such 
grand men as Ingersoll, Putnam, Rems- 
burg, and Steiner are shedding the light 
for thousands, and bringing many to see 
how they hav been duped by religion and 
priestcraft, I, in my humble way, am 
trying to do what good I can, and by the 
help of your paper, and such books as 
** Champions of the Church," ** Bible of 
Bibles,” the ** World's Sixteen Crucified 
Saviors,” ** Conflict Between Religion and 
Science,” and ‘‘Dynamic Theory,” I hav 
had the pleasure of seeing & number of 
individuals convinced that religion and 
priestcraft are humbugs and 8 disgrace to 
humanity. With best wishes for the pros- 
perity of Taz Trura Sxexer and its cause, 
I remain, J. S. WEITE. 


Post Putnam Echoes at Triuidad. 
TRINIDAD, Cou., March 17, 1895. 

Mr. Evtror: The Secular Pilgrim has 
come and gone, but the Secular cause goes 
marching on, all the efforts and assertions 
of the Christians to the contrary notwith- 
standing. Putnam delivered his first lect- 
ure to a small audience, but at each suc- 
ceeding lecture his audience grew larger 
until Sunday evening, the night of the 
discussion between Rabbi Freudenthal 


and Mr. Putnam, there were at least one 
hundred people turned away who could 
not get seats, and all this in the face of 
the fact that there were two revivals going 
on all of the time that Mr. Putnam was 
here. Taking everything into considera. 
tion, we think we hav just cause to be 
proud of the progress we hav made, and 
besides, there has been a vast amount of 
Liberal literature distributed, and that, 
you know, will work while the Secular 
Pilgrim is off proselyting in other fields, 
Since Putnam left we hav organized a local 
branch of the Freethought Federation, 
and I am going to try to secure Mrs Free- 
man for a series of lectures. , 
Yours, eto., Jno. L. SORDS LEb. 


. Devils Galore. 

DavzNPORT, WasH., March 9, `895. 
Mr. Eprror: Your most excellent paper 
comes regularly to our abode, and does 
its full share in ministering te our com- 
fort and amusement. The only disap- 
pointment that ever occurs is to tear off 
the wrapper and find no cartoons; bat 
knowing that there always are many good 
things on the inside we are reconciled at 
once. ‘* Observations” hay to be digested 
first. They are always truthful and to the 
point. I hav been trying to work in with 
you on the missionary scheme, but l pe- 
lieve I will hav to giv it up for the present 
The hard times hay played havoc in this 
part of the country, and we hav to sell our 
produce for less than cost of production, 
Butit seems to be water on the wheels of 
church mills, for revivals and other church 
games hay been in full blast all winter. 
For all that, the three Methodist divines 
don't seem to hav got the npper hand of 
the devil yet. The other night one declared 
that a devil was on each side of every per- 
son in the house, and numbers of devils on 
top of the house besides. That appears 
most devilish, and I don’t see how people 
dare to go there. Dancing seems to hav 
got its share of attention and denunci- 
ation. Such remarks as “ladies. laying 
their heads on the shoulders of men,” 
“ heart beating against heart,” and ''en- 
tanglement of lower extremities,” eto., 
go to prove the utter depravity of the 
utterer of such nonsense. For I believe 
that every dancer will bear me out in the 
assertion that im pure motivs are not among 
his incentives, I hav been told that a 
marshal has been summoned to keep order 
in God's house. I willtry to raise a little 

money for Mr. Fleckten end Mr. Wise. 

Find $1 for renewal. P, SELDE, Sn. 


Don't Like to be Cheated. 
New BosroN, Miom., March 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: For the inclosed $6 90 
please send me Paine’s ** Common Sense,” 
the AwnuaL, and THe TRUTH SEEKER one 
year and ** Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” 

Your paper is almost an absolute necer- 
sity tome. If I were without it I migat 
come to think that nearly all the world 
was orthodox. Thinkers are very scarce 
in ehurehvilles. Heresy is only occasion- 
ally found hereabouts, and then it is not 
much more than unressoning revulsion 
against some church member for cheating 
at a horse trade or ox sale. I tell you 
there is much to be done yet before we 
can all testify that we are free from super- 
stition. 

I daily thank the good writers, the noble 
speskers, and myself that I am clean— 
washed in (not the blood of the lamb, or 
any other metaphorical animal) but the 
juice or essence of Reason. I reasoned 
myself free from superstition, aided by a 
theological course. It took about ten 
years as it was. If I had been without the 
dogmas of theology, I probably would 
never hav been free aud happy. 

The recent Methodist Episcopal revival 
here secured about thirty converts One 
of them evidently was completely convart- 
ed. As I was telling her that I considered 
it only a slight difference of development 
in civilization which was exhibited at Sa. 
vannah and 8t Hoboken, she said an Infi- 
del lecturer ought to be stopped. ** He 
ought to be killed; I'd like to kill him, 
and I would, too, if I had a chance.” I 
replied, **You surely hav the old-fashioned 
Christian spirit.” 

I tell you, Mr. Editor, there is: much 
yet todo. I find that the habits of close 
mathematical reasoning, of ernest in- 


quiry, aud of rigid testing that are estab- 
lished in a school or college course are 
very good safeguards indeed against dog- 
m&, I teach no theology nor religion, or 
their anti's, in my school; but I feel that 
my work is going to be fruitful in making 
inquirers and reasoners. I am conteut to 
leave the result in the hands of Psycho, if 
there be such a god. F. C. Rome, 


Ministers Fear Competing Attractions. 
CopoRus, Pa., March 21, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for re- 
newal of subscription to the best paper on 
the earth. I would rather do without one 
meal each day than be without Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER, . 

A bill is pending in the Pennsylvania 
legislature to legalize the Sunday publica- 
tion, exposure for sale, and delivery of 
newspapers. The bill provides for the re- 
peal of all laws, or parts of laws, incon- 
sistent therewith. The clergy hav just led 
in a mass meeting protesting against the 
adoption of this measure, which their re- 
solutions say would be a ‘lasting dig- 
grace” to the commonwealth. 

Last summer when the park was thrown 
open for concerts on Sunday, the sky- 
pilots gained a victory by having the con- 
certs discontinued. Next they banded to- 
gether with the Young Christian Endeav- 
orers, and other pious societies, and did 
all in their power to keep the street cars 
from running on Sunday. But with all 
their hurling of anathemas they could not 
succeed. Yours for liberty, 

J. W. F. Copenneaver. 
A Brave, True Man. 
CruiwroN, Ia., March 26, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: With feelings of sadness I 
inform you of the parting from a loving 
wife and family, of a friend and brother, 
Lorenzo D. Dutton, who died at his home 
near Grand Mound, Ia., on March 13, 
1895, at the age of 76 years 8 months and 
15 days. We seem to be unable to do 
much to giv comfort in such an affliction 
-as the loss of a dear husband and father, 
but it is our duty to do what we can to 
cheer and console in such times of trial 
and loss. Lorenzo D. Dutton was a life- 
long, consistent Freethinker. He was 
kind and considerate with all his neigh- 
bors and acquaintances, whether enter- 
taining views similar to his own or not; 
and his own life was passed in such a way 
that all could see his honesty of purpose, 


‘and he died as he had lived, an honest un- 


believer in so-called Christianity. 

It was the wish of the deceased to hav 
his remains cremated, but as he saw it 
would cause considerable expense to his 
surviving family, he decided upon inhu- 
mation; so his remains were laid away in 
the usual manner on the afternoon of Fri- 
day, the 15th inst. The ceremonies were 
conducted by S. P. Putnam to the satis. 
faction of all present. 

Lorenzo D. Dutton was born in Che- 
nango county, N. Y., June 28, 1818. In 
January, 1837, he went to Potter county, 
Pa., and engaged in lumbering. In the 
spring of 1838, in company with an uncle, 
he went to Madison, Ind., where he en- 
gaged with his uncle in the mercantile 
business; managed store for him one year 
in New Castle, Ky. In the spring of 1841 
he came to Clinton county, Is., whither 
his father and three brothers had preced- 
ed him in 1889. In the spring of 1850 he 
went overland to California in company 
with his brother Jerome, returning in the 
fall of 1854 to Clinton county, where he hus 
since resided. On December 6, 1856, he 
married Miss Sarah H. Allison, who, with 
the following children, survive him: Chas. 
A., of Hartley, Ta. ; Orisni and L. D., Jr., 
of Grand Mound; Mrs. Wm. Mellon, of 
Santa Cruz, Cal.; Mrs. Geo. B. King, of 
Dixon, Is , and Nannie, Belle, Orpha, and 
May, of Grand Mound. Of his brothers: 
Jerome died in 1892, Leroy in 1894, and 
Charles, now the only survivor, at the age 
of 71, livs on his farm near Grand Mound; 
aud no better man breathes to-day. 

James A, GREENHILL. 


Advantage of Having the Docnments. 
Buainze, Wasa., March 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I hardly expected a reply 
to that clipping, but it seems that these 
ministers never miss 9 chance to get in 
something that they think has & tendency 


to belittle the Ingersolls. When I read 
the reported language of the Rev. Haweis 
about Miss Ingersoll I believed it false, 
hence gent it to you to do as you saw fit 
with. Should I hav an opportunity to 
meet the gentleman, I oan assure you that 
he is pretty apt to be reminded of it. 

Last winter, 1893-94, there was a Con- 
gregationalist evangelist holding a series 
of revival meetings in conjunction with 
the Methodist chnreh st Blaine. I fre- 
quently went to hear him, and one night I 
went with a friend and we took seats in 
the back end of the church. The room 
was crowded so that quite a number were 
standing. The preacher was in the middle 
of his discourse, givinz hard thumps to 
the great Infidels of the past, and finally 
he said, ‘Col. Robert G. Ingersoll said 
that in ten years there would be more the- 
aters than churches built.” Well, it so 
happened that this same day I had read a 
letter over the Colonel’s signature saying 
that he never said so.. It shocked me 
when the minister said what-he did, and I 
called out in a loud voice, ** He never said: 
it! He never said it!" It halted the gen- 
tleman, and he asked me to keep quiet and 
he would see me at the close of the ser- 
vices, Well, he came back and saw me, 
and wanted to know what I did it for. I 
said he was not telling the truth and I also 
had the document to prove it. He said 
the reporters usually told the truth. I 
told him I didn’t care anything about the 
reporters, but that story was untrue. 
There was a large crowd taking this all in. 
Finally we arranged that I was to meet 
him at his room the next day at 4 p.m. 
I was there on time armed with a copy of 
Tas Trora Seexer, which I showed him. 
He had to acknowledge his error, which 
was all I asked. The next night he re- 
ferred to it, but tried to make the error 
slight. When I went to see him I took 
also a copv of ''Infidel Death-beds.” I 
wanted to know how it was so many of the 
greatest men were unbelievers. He said I 
coald not name one that he could not offset 
by naming another on the Christian side. 
I named Chas. Darwin. He claimed he 
was not an unbeliever. *'Infidel Desth- 
beds" was produced, which settled that, 
Then he was asked if he believed that 
such an honest, upright man as Darwin 
would be eternally punished by any God, . 
but he said he did not care to answer my 
question. Making up my mind that he 
was 8 hypocrit, after having stood in the 
pulpit night after night telling the people 
that unbelief was the crime of all crimes, 
we parted. I had no more use for his 
preaching. 

With best wishes for THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Iam Sincerely, Jonn W. MERRITT. 


For the Love of God. 
Oax Park, ILL , March 14, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: I inclose herewith a slip 
eut from the Rocky Mountain News, 
Denver, Col., of March 12th, merely as 
corroborativ evidence of the ‘‘ loving kind- 
ness" which doth so hedge about the 
brethren of the cloth. 

Apropos of spelling reform, why not 
change the word crucifixion to cruci- 
fiction, thus causing the orthography to 
assist in bringing out the truth concerning 
8 somewhat mythical event? 

Fraternally, A, CHAPMAN. 


Secretary Thomson of the Humane so- 
ciety met with one of the greatest sur- 
prises of his life last evening. As a result 
of the shock which Mr. Thomson sustained, 
Rev. L., L. Kneeland, who says he is a- 
minister of the Baptist church in charge 
of the Eighth-street mission, will be ar- 
raigned before Justice Cater at 9.80 
o’clock this morning on the charge of oru- 
elty to animals. The case promises to be 
one of the greatest interest to the members 
of the Humane society, as Secretary Thom- 
son declares he will camp on the minister’s 
trail until justice is fully meted out. 

The discovery of Mr. Kueeland’s cruelty 
was brought about by a trip which Mr. 
Thomson was making down Sixteenth 
street at 5.30 last evening. Arriving at 
Sixteenth and Stout streets Mr. Thom- 
son’s attention was attracted by two ema- 
ciated horses that were standing hitched 
to a carriage on the northeast side of the 
street. ''Í hay seen many distressed look- 
ing animals in the course of my experi- 
ence,” remarked Mr. Thomson, ‘‘ but I 
think the two horses at Sixteenth and 
Stout streets carried off the palm as living 
specimens of starvation.” 

Mr. Thomson says he was informed that 
the horses had stood hitched in the street 
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since 9 o’clock in the morning, and had in 
that time been given neither food nor 
water. He drove the horses to a liver 
stable and proceeded to Justice Cater's 
court, where he swore out & warrant for 
** John Doe.” 

“I went to my office," said Mr. Thom- 
son, in relating his unusual experience, 
** with the warrant in my pocket. Hardly 
had I taken a chair when a dapper looking 
man, with white necktie, black frock coat 
and shining tile walked into the room. 

** ‘Are you Mr. Thomson?’ he asked. 

“<T am; what will you hav?’ 

‘<I desire to know what right you hav 
to take possession of my horses?’ warmly 
inquired the new comer.” _ 

Mr. Thomson says he asked the name of 
the stranger. The man gave his name as 
L. L. Kneeland. 

‘What is your business?” inquired the 
secretary. 

** T am a preacher," was the reply. 

Mr. Thomson says he nearly fainted at 
the nerve of the man, and inquired, ‘‘ For 
pity’s sake, what denomination do you 
claim?" . 

The man said he was a Baptist and was 
incharge of the Eighth-street miesion. 

“Then you could hav knocked me down 
with a feather," remarked Mr. Thomson 
intelling the story. He immediately placed 
Kueeland under arrest and conveyed him 
to Oater's court, and had the time of trial 
setifor 9.30 this morning. When Mr. Thom- 
son left the court the Rev. Mr. Kneeland 
was resting in charge of the court. 

Mr. Thomson gave orders at the livery 
stable that the horses shall not be allowed 
to be taken out without a written order 
from himself. He was highly indignant 
at the condition of the animals, and the 
suave manner of the prisoner with the silk 
hat did not modify his feeling of contempt 
for the man. l 

Rev. Lerwick L. Kneeland has been a 
resident of Denver for a number of years. 
He isthe sou of Dr. Willis C. Kneeland, 
who livs at 100 Grant avenue. 
til recently pastor of the Mt. Olivet Bap- 
tist church, but has lately been devoting 
his time to the Highth-street mission. He 
has always borne a good reputation. 


Two Important Quotations. 
Wasuineron, D. O., arch 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just read in Tos 
TRUTH SEEKER of this week the silly com- 
ments of tlie Chicago Tribune reletiv to 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Hoboken lecture, and 
as & contrast I inclose the editorial of the 
Sacramento Record- Union on the same 
subject, which cannot but be pleasing to 
your readers. It shows that not all the 
editors of our daily papers are under the 
baneful influence of priestcraft and super- 
stition. I also inclose a clipping from the 

Hvening Star of this city, which shows 
` that Taz Troura SENKER was right when 
it contended that Frederick Douglass was 
a Freethinker, although the clergy claim 
he was a Christian. I had the pleasure of 
listening to Mr. Douglass’s address last 
fall before the Colored Literary Society 
of this city on the subject of slavery. It 
was an able aud eloquent address, and al- 
though a little shy of attacking the church, 
I suspected from many things he said 
that he was not in love with the church; 
indeed, I felt that were he free to speak 
his mind candidly, he would hav scored 
the church as severely as ever Colonel In- 
gersoll did, but he well knew from his pe- 
culiar position as leader of the Negro race 
that such a course would bring censure and 
opprobrium upon him [and his cause] 
from his orthodox Christian neighbors. 

It is safe to assert, therefore, that Fred- 
erick Douglass belongs in the ranks of the 
great Freethinkers of this century. . 

J. J. Sairtzy, M.D. 

This is the Sacramento Record- Union’ 
editorial—not a false note in it: : : 

INTOLERANOE RUN MAD. 

Intolerance ran mad at Hoboken, when 

ministers of Protestant churches on Sun- 


day last attempted to prevent ** Bob" In- 


gersoll from lecturing on the Bible: They 
prevailed upon the weak-kneed mayor to 
close the theater in which Mr. Ingersoll 
was to speak. When he was confronted 
with the law the mayor was compelled to, 
and reluctantly did, recallthe order. An 
appeal was then made to the chief of po- 
lice to interfere, on the ground that the 
lecture might provoke a breach of. the 
peace, but this also failed. f l 
Colonel Ingersoll delivered his lecture 
in peace and quiet, and before an intelli- 
gent audience. That he did not fail to 
score the clergy who sought to prevent 
him from exercising the right of free 
apeech is not surprising.. He very prop- 
erly said that the spirit manifested by the 
intolerant clergymen was precisely the 
same that would justify his seizure and 
subject him to the ‘stake and the blazing 
iagot because be chose to speak of the 


He was un-. 


Bible as he reads it. There was a time, 
he added, when this kind of **holy office” 
was not only lawful, but held to be in the 
service of God, but that time has passed 
forever. 

. Tuesday night in the city of Savannah 
intolerance in another form was mani- 
fested, and this time it was not sect 
against an Infidel but religion against 
religion. An ex-priest and his wife pro- 
posed to lecture against the Catholic 
church, and thereupon a howling mob 
assembled and broke the windows of the 


| building and attempted to lynch the 


lecturers. As in the first case, go in this, 
the manifestation was ‘‘in the service of 
God,” in defense of ‘‘the true faith,” and 
was the intolerance which forbids a. mau 
to think or speak except as another dic- 
tates, l 

The mayor of Savannah, who is a Jew, 
gave those who sought to induce him to 
close the hall against the lecturer a bit of 
advice that is concentrated wisdom and 
clean-cut sense, two qualities that do not 
distinguish the intolerant religiouist. The 
mayor said to the objectors: **Those who 
think they will be offended by the lecture 
hav only to remain away from it. Thus 
no one’s human right will be infringed, 
and there will be no breach of the peace.” 

To the credit of one of the Catholic 
clergy be it said that he gave like advice, 
but not until after the mob had gathered 
and troops had to be called out to disperse 
it and protect the lecturer from violence. 
That clergyman then told the fanatics that 
they were disgracing their religion, that 
the ex-priest could do them no harm, and 
he should hav added, can do the truth no 
harm. 

The truth can always afford to stand in 
the light and to suffer any assault. The 
religion that cannot hold its own in de- 
bate, or refute charges laid at its door, is 
a religion that it is better abandoned than 
embraced. But. it cannot be concealed 
that the same teaching which propelled 
the clergy of Hoboken against Ingersoll 
led on the mob against Slattery. Be- 
tween the two there is, in that respect, not 
the slightest difference. Each teaches 
that it alone represents the true faith, 
and that all others are false, and worthy 
of supprossión by force. In each case it 
was the spirit of the stake and the fagot. 

The church, be it Protestant, Catholic, 
or other, which givs cause for intoler- 
ance, which breeds the spirit of persecu- 
tion, is at enmity with the institutions of 
liberty, a relic of savagery, and the rule of 
might, 

Itis deplorable that iu two cities in the 
republie there should, within one weck, 
hav been made manifest the truth that 
there still exists that slavery of the soul 
which makes men little better than beasts 
[or considerably worse—Ep T. S.]. 

It is to the honor of his race that a Jew 
should hav risen up to rebuke the devotees 
of a religion that contemns him, and to 
teach the fanatic and intolerant that in 
this day aud age free speech is the dearest 
of rights, and. that the truth never seeks 
to muzzle it. : 


At a memorial meeting held bv the 
colored people of Baltimore, Rev. John W. 
Beckett read a letter writtsn to him three 
years ago when he was pastor of the Met- 
ropolitan church of Washington, and 
which was in reply to one written by the 
clergyman to Frederick Douglass urging 
him to ally himself more closely with his 
church. Here are two significant para- 
graphs from the letter of Mr. Douglass:. 


Ido not feel it my duty to join any of 
the many sects now &rrogating to them- 
selvs the title of the Church of Christ and 
considering all outside of them ‘‘ ashamed 
of Jesus.” ` 

The Christianity of this country, as ex- 
hibited in the churches, is not the Chris- 
tianity of Christ. It is a eras ear 
and negro-hating Christianity. the 
South it lived and flourished side by side 
with slavery for two: hundred years, and 
never had any quarrel with it, and in its 
presence to-day the negro is robbed, 
lynched, and murdered without remon- 
strance from the Christian pulpits. . 


A Dialog, Mat. iv, 8. 
INFIDEL, 

As you are now a man of prayer, 
I think it only right and fair  - 
That I (although I speak in rhyme) 
Should claim a little of your time 
In asking you to just explain 
Some things that I hav tried in vain 
To understand, accept, believe, 
Altbough I now repine and grieve 
That, notwithstanding all I do, 
These statements all appear untrue. 
I now refer to statements in .— 
The book containing tales of sin; 
The book that you allege is free 
From myths, and lies, and sophistry; 
The book that shows Jehovah's plan 
For saving sinful, wicked man. 

One gospel, mythologic tale 

‘As true as Jonah ate the whale) 

ays Christ and Satan took a stroll 
To see if they could see the whole, 
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And ascertain the intrinsie worth 
Of ev’ry kingdom of the earth. 
When standing on & piece of ground 
That shows a figure nearly round, 
Ialways fail, you know, to see 
The side that's opposit to me. j 
Now, when they both took up their stand, 
They could not see much of the land; 
Besides, twelve thousand miles away, 
They were without the light of day; 
They must hav had good optic sight 
To see through darkness of the night. 
Now, as I do intend to pray, 
As.soon a8 I can see my way 
To swallow all such tales as true, 
I hope, my Christian friend, that you 
Will try to do your very best 
To set my doubting mind at rest. 
Please tell me while we here abide 
How Satan saw the other side? 
CHRISTIAN. 
My honest skeptic friend, 'tis true 
ou’ve given me a task to do 
That any sentient persor may 
Most easily explain away. 
The wily question you hav put 
Is very easy auswered, but, - 
Before I make the matter plain, 
Allow me now to just explain 
The kingdoms of the world, 'twould seem, 
Old Satan saw while in a dream. 
This explanation, you will see, 
With holy writ does not agree. 
But do not fret, and pine, aud grieve, 
But pray in faith and just believe. . 
I will now do my very best 
To set your doubting mind at rest. . 
They both performed a feat quite rare 
By sailing miles up in the air, 
And as you know it is a fact 
The earth is always in the act 
Of turning on its axis round, 
Then ev'ry inch and foot of ground 
Would show itself, as you may prove, 
To people stationed up above. 
"T was from this elevated place 
Old Satan saw the whole of Space. 
I hope, my skeptic friend, you see 
That faith removes all mystery. 
Norz.—What induced me to write this 
dialog was one recited in & church by 
school children. The writer had built 
himself up an Infidel man of straw; had 
manufactured a lot of idiotic nonsense, 
which no Infidel had ever uttered, in or- 
der to enable the Christian to pulverize 
the Infidel with his spiritual jawbone. I 
claim I hav done better with the Ohristiau, 
for I hav certainly put iuto his mouth the 
best scientific answer that can be given. 
Perhaps the following dialog will suit 
your ''Parson's" corner. In England the 
law is very strict against poachers—men 
who catch game on rich men’s preserves 
without permission. One Sunday morn- 
ing, as one of these illegal hunters was re- 
turning home after he had spent the Sat- 
urday night hunting, he was met by the 
village parson, who knew him well. '*O 
John!" says the parson, ‘‘ what a shame 
and disgrace to see you returning home, 
on the good Lord’s day, with that black 
eye, velvet coat, dog, and gun. John, if 
you don't repent and reform the devil will 
get you sure,” ‘Let us see," said John; 
‘isnt it about twelve thousand years 
since the devil was thrown into the bot- 
tomless pit?” ‘‘ Yes,” says the parson, ‘*I 
think it is." ‘* Well,” says John, **you 
hav read Joicey’s ‘Scientific Dialogs,’ 
havn’t you?” ‘‘Yes.” ‘‘Joicey says that 
anything whose specific gravity is greater 
than that of the atmosphere will fall 13 
feet the first second, 26 the second, 39 the 
third, 52 the fourth, and so on, increasing 
in arithmetical ratio 13 feet every second; 
is that so?” ‘‘ Yes, John; I dare say it is." 
“If that be so, parson, the devil must 
now be traveling at a tremendous velocity, 
aud if God throws me into the bottomless 
pit, the devil will never get me, for when 
I begin to fall the devil will be going at 
so much greater velocity than me that we 
would get further away from each other.” 
J. P. 


Mortnary—Melissa A. Jamieson. 


Melissa A. Jamieson was born in Albion, 
Mich., May 8, 1888, reaching the age of 
fifty-six years, ten months, and two days, 
departing this life March 10, 1895, at her 
home three miles west of Mosca, Col. In 
1856 she was married to W. F. Jamieson, 
by whom she has had eight children, six 
living. . ; : 

Nearly all her life she has been more 
fond of travel than her husband, and no 
fatigue did she bear more cheerfully than 
travel. 

` She did not merely believe in a future 
life—she was a Spiritualist and, knew to a 
positiv conviction, according to the claims 
of Spiritualists, that after the sufferings of 
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her fragil body" here ‘she ‘would’ liv in a 
spiritual realm where she would welcome . 
her Agnostic husband, who has been in 
doubt many years concerning that sphere 
of existence where kindred minds will 
dwell in harmony forever, advancing in 
knowledge and happiness. .He says, If 
there is a future life he is satisfied that her 
beautiful philosophy is true. On many 
occasions she and her husband hav con- 
versed together upon the question of the 
future; she often declared that the spirit- 
ual experiences of her husband, years ago, 
were sufficient for her. She asked no bet- 
ter proofs; but, in addition, she was pos- 
sessed of deep spiritual intuition that gave 
her unbounded comfort. 

The conversations were always in love 
for the truth and for each other. As Mr. 
Bridgman remarked at the services: **One 
look upon this sweet face, smiling in death, 
should satisfy all who see the sleeper that 
she was the soul of sincerity and the very 
embodiment of charity; angel while she 
lived here, and surely no less loving and 
angelic in the spiritual world where there 


| are no grievous partings; where Spiritual- 


ists hold she is now free from pain. Her 
body we bury. Her spirit is conscious, 
victorious over death.” 

She often said there are hells enough 
on earth. She believed all will be finally 
happy, and all rewarded according to the 
good they do on earth aud hereafter. 

In no sense was she a believer in ortho- 
dox theology. She was too kind, too lov- 
ing to believe that. 

Their two daughters reside in Michigan, 
hav been married several years, and are 
so comfortably situated in good homes of 
their own, surrounded by, their happy- 
voiced children, that no amouut of per- 
suaeion could ever induce them to follow 
father aud mother to what is commonly 
considered by Eastern people the ‘ wilds 
of Colorado." . 

The oldest son, Olaude, is a printer in 
Michigan. Olarence has beeu for eight 
years in the employ of a physcian in Chi- 
eago, and he wrote, in response to his 
father’s urgent request to come and see 
his mother: ‘‘ If it were possible for me to 
do so I would take the first train for 
Moses. I love my mother. I hope her 
sickness is not so serious as you think." 

This letter was received when she lay in 
her casket ready for burial. 

Harry Jamieson, another son, is growing 
an orange and walnut grove near Los An- 
geles, California. 

Percy, the youngest, is at school in Mis- 
souri. 

Aud this is the common history of scat- 
tered members and families as they reach 
the estate of manhood and womanhood. 
There are few exceptions, strive as we wi 1 
to keep the loved ones near, and the family 
unbroken. Death, at last, will frustrate 
our efforts to preserve family union. But 
there is one thing which conquers ‘‘all- 
conquering death,” and that is love. The 
absent ones are loved as intensely as if they 
were present. The dear departed just. 
gone from our mortal sight is still loved 
by husband, sons and daughters—an un- 
dyin : love. : 

Mrs. Jamieson was passionately fond of 
music, painting, and the drama, and in 
her travels with her husband was always 
ready to attend opera or theater, for they 
both got good out of them. 

Of her it was said by Mr. Jamieson, who 
dedicated one of his booklets to her three 
years ago: 

TO MY WIFE. 

Sunny with hope; cheerful amid life's: 
burdens and discouragements; my best 
friend, never-failing; companion of my 
youth, who has brought me joy for thirty- 
five years of married life—and without 
whose presence &ud sympathy existence 
would be shorn of its chief charm—I affec- 
tionately dedicate this volume. 

And his condition of bereavement is now 
sotualized. 

TO MY NEIGHBORS. 

Your loving attentions to my wife during 
her long illness brought peace to her heart 
and mine - 

Her pathway toward the great future 
(whither we are all hastening with the 
speed of Time’s swiit flying feet) was 
strewn with the flowers of joy, sympathy, 
humanitarian help by your neighborly 
hands. 

Your words of comfort, aud your prac- 
tical assistance to me, in my dark hour of 
bereavement, I shall remember as long as 
life lasts. W. F. JAMESON, 
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Children’s. Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tione for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


To Dorothy. 


I know where there is honey in a jar. 
Met for a certain little friend of mine, 
And Dorothy, I know where daisies are 
That ouly wait small hands to intertwiue 
À wreath for such a golden bead as thine. 


The thought that thou art comiug makes all 
glad. 
The house is bright with blo:soms high and 
low, 
And mauy a little lass and little lad 
Expectautly are running to and fro. 
The fire within our hearts is all aglow. 


We want thee, child, to share in ou” delight 
On this high day, the holiest and best, 

Because ’twas’ then, ere youth bad taken flight, 
Thy graudmamma, of women loveliest, 
Made me of men most honored and most blest. 


That naughty boy wh» led thee to suppose 
He was thv sweetheart has. I grieve-to tell, 

Been seen to pick the garden’s choicest rose 
And toddle with it to another celle. . 
Who does not treat him altogether well. 


But miud not that, or let it teach thee this — 
To waste no love on any youthful rover. 

All youths are rovers, I assure thee, miss. 
No, if thou wouldst true constancy discover, 
Thy grandpapa is perfect as a lover. 


So come. thou playmate of my closing day, 
The latest treasure liie can offer me, 

And with thy baby laughter make us gay. 
Thy fresh young voice shall sing, my Dorothy, 
Songs that shall bid the feet of sorrow flee. 


W. E. GLADSTONE. 


~ 


Boys and Their Playmates. 


Don't snub a boy because he wears 
shabby clothes. When Edison, the in- 
ventor, first entered Boston, he wore a 
pair of yellow linen breeches in the depth 
of wiuter. ] 

Don't snub a boy because of the igno- 
rance of his parents. Shakespere, the 
world’s poet, was the son of a man who 
was unable to write his own name. 

Don’t snub a boy because his home is 
plain and unpretending. Abraham Lin- 
coln’s early home was a plain and unpre- 
tending log cabin. 

Don’t snub a boy because he chooses a 
humble trade. The author of ‘‘ Pilgrim’s 
Progress" was a tinker. 

Don’t snub a boy because of his physical 
disability. Milton was blind. 

Don’t snub a boy because of dullness in 
his lesson.. Hogarth, the celebrated 
painter and engraver, was 4 stupid boy at 
his books. 

Don’t snub a boy because he stutters. 
Demosthenes, the great orator of Greece, 
overcame a harsh and stammering voice. 

Don’t snub him for any reason, not only 
because he may some day outstrip you in 
. the race of life, bnt because it is neither 
_ kind nor right.— New York Recorder, 


——KF-—— 


Correspondenee. 


MoPuerson, Kan., March 18, 1895. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: I hav read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner for over two years. Papa 
takes the Little Freethinker for us ohil- 
dren. It is avery nice paper for little 
' children, and is fifty cents a year. I often 
wonder how many children of the Corner 
read it. I am eleven years old. [ama 
Bohemian by birth. I would be glad to 
hav some little boys or girls about my age 

write to me, and I would gladly answer. 

Your Liberal friend, 
Mar P. Kug. 


` [Another bright young Freethinker.— 
Ep. C. O.] 


Heper Orry, March 12, 1895. 
Dear Miss Wixow: It has been a long 
time since I wrote to the Corner. The 
snow is pretty near gone, and the roads 
are very muddy. Iam glad it is coming 
spring. We hav been going to school all 
winter, but hav had to stop'going on account 
of the bad roads, Iam in tbe third reader. 
My teacher's name is Mr. George Wootton. 
I like him very well for a teacher. 
Hoping to see this in print,.I remain 
your little friend, CHRISTEENA LINDSAY. 
[Improve every opportunity and learn a 
little every day, whether in school or out. 


—Er. C. C.] 


Kress, I. T., March 18, 1895. 
.Miss Busan Wixow, Dear Friend: My 
sister has promised to write to you again, 


When she saw her letter in print she was 
pleased with it, but as she is very busy and 
has written a letter to a little Freethinker, 
I will take her place and will let you know 
about Krebs and its surroundings. Krebs 
is a mining camp of one thousand inhab- 
itants, and surrounded south by MoAllester 
and Alderson, and they are all miving 
'eamps. Our Christian people baptized 
thirty-two Negroes to-day, but we were 
too late to see the fun. Some time ago the 
preachers made their boasts that they 
would not take any money of any Infidel, 
but when it came to pay for their lumber 
and workmen, they had to come to those 
unbelievers at last. My age is ten years. 
We remain, Your little Freethinkers, 
Dora and Hannan BECKER. 


[Dora writes a good letter, and we are 
proud of her. But she must pay a little 
more attention to spelling, and write with 
ink next time.—Ep. C. C.] 


Myrtux Pornt, OR., Feb. 23, 1895. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I wish to inform 
you that I hav read your good works, and 
highly recommend your writing. Iam a 
strong believer in your ideas and in the 
cause of Freethought and reason, and I 
glory in the men aud women who take 
those ideas for their belief. I hav also read 
Helen H. Gardener’s writings and I am 
well pleased with her good judgment. I 
hav been a close observer and I hav read 
both sides of the question with the above- 
mentioned result. Therefore I recom- 
mend you to stand firm to your opinions. 
which I know are right. I hope you will 
pardon my liberty in writing to you, but 
I wished to inform you that I am one of 

your belief. FRANK P. Herman. 


[Such Jetters as the above are a source 
of pleasure and inspiration. We take 
courage to persevere in our work when we 
are assured that our labors are appreciated. 
We thank our friend for his kind words. 
May his years be long in the world and his 
life happy.—Ep C. C.] 


Grant’s Pass, Or., Feb. 14, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: It is storming, and I 
thought I would write to the Corner. 
They hav a Sunday-school here, and about 
ten attend it. The religious people are 
divided into seven denominations. 

My father has taken Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
for about three or four years, and thinks 
he could not do without it. wy playmates 
who believe are afraid of something after 
night, but we who.don’t are not afraid. 
How is it? 

We livin Southern Oregon, and seven 
miles from the railroad. hav head my 
father and others say that this is a good 
climate. . We planted apples, peaches, 
prunes, pears, and berries, and raised 
some vegetables tosell I am in the fourth 
reader, and was ten years old last October. 
And if I can see this in your be'oved Cor- 
ner, I would be very glad. I vote for a 
children’s paper. Yours truly, 

Write A, RICHARDS. 


[A brave, straightforward, sensible boy 
is Willie, who is not afraid of his shadow. 
Investigate, reason, reflect, and improve 
every opportunity. The world waits for 
such a man as Willie is to be by and by.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


Cuicaao, ILL , March 8, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I inclose a letter of 
my daughter Alice, from which you can 
see that she delights very much in your 
part of the work in Tae Treva BERKER. 
She is only eight years old, but is a very 
bright little girl for her age. 

Now, dear Miss Wixon, as you know 
yourself, the most of our popular Readers 
and other books for children are greatly 
sprinkled with the ideas of a superstitious 
system. These things are, of course, very 
undesirable for those who want to educate 
their children in accordance with nothing 
else but the laws of nature. I therefore 
ask you kindly to recommend me some of 
the books which would contain less of the 
stumbling-blocks for a Freethinking mind. 
Besides Alice, I hav three more children 
below her age, and so you will see that I 
hav quite a mission to perform in my own 
family. Very respectfully yours, 

J. Masnzx. 


{Nearly all books for the young are, 
more or less, permeated with superstitious 


MONEY FOR EVERYONE! 


„I can’t understand why people complain of hard 
times, when any woman or man can make from g5 
to 810 a day easily. All have hea- d of the wonder- 
ful succe:s of the Climax Dish Washer; yet we 
are apt to think we can’t make m: noy selling 1o; 
but anyone can make money, because every fam- 
ily wants one. I made #47°.86 in the last three 
months, atter paying all expenses and attendinz 
to my regular business besides. You don’t have 
to canvass; aS soon as people know you haveit for 
sale they send for a Dish Warher. Address the 
Climax Mfg. C , Columbus, Ohio. for particulars. 
Go to work et once, and you will very soon have 
a full pocket book and a light heart. Ithinkit 
a duty to inform each other of such opportuni- 
ties, and I also think it a duty to improve them 
wLile we may. Try itat once, and publish your 
experience so others may be henefited, par 


ideas. Itis lamentable that this is so, but 
so it is. We would recommend Mrs. 


Slenker's ** Little Lessons," and Dr. E. B. 
Foote’s **Soience in Story," and our own 
“Story Hour". for children. Our last 
book, ' Right Living," has met with ex- 
cellent favor in the training of children. 
Our friend will do well to send for The 
Truth Seeker Company's Catalog of books, 


from which he may make a good selection 
of reading matter. —Ep. C. C.] 


ALIOE'S LETTER. 
Dear Miss Wrxown: I like very much to 


read in the Children’s Corner, and I am 
trying to learn to play that splendid hymn 
which begins ‘* Lay me low." I hope that 
you will send us some more like that one. 


ALIOE MASLEY. 


[Alice is only eight. What may we not 


expect from her by the time she is eight- 
een!—Ep. C. C.] 


New Bnrramm, Conn., March 16, 295. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav never written 


to you before; therefore perhaps it would 
be in order for me to make my best bow 
to the children and explain who I am and 
why I write now. 


** Firstly," I hav no children of my own 


to take up my time, but I am acquainted 
with mauy in Oregon and some of their 
teachers in the Portland Secular Sunday- 
school, to all of whom I send greeting, 
but not a holy kiss. 
you don’t remember Miss Nettie Olds, 
who is a splendid lecturer and teacher out 
there now. Well, if you don’t I will tell 
you that she once wrote an excellent arti- 
cle for the Chiidren'a Corner, when she 
was a child, describing her journey (in her 
father’s carriage) across the Willamette 
valley from McMinnville to the Indian 
reservation and school. 
has grown from a girl to a splendid woman, 
and can play the piano or violin in concert 
with her brother (or aone), and can inter- 
est an intelligent audience as few can. 
want to ask an answer to a question in 
philosophy (or several questions) of our 
little Freethought friends in Oregon and 
Washington: Which way do the fir-trees 
twist? I found them to always twist the 
same way when riving shingles, so that the 
shingles always twisted the ssme way be- 
fore 
which way. 
shingles can tell you, if he has noticed and 
remembers, if I am right. 
bean vines go around the poles set for 
them? Which way do hops wind around 
the poles? Do the stalks twist the same 
way that they wind around the poles? Does 
other vegetation twist in the same way? 
Will some one who has traveled tell me if 
plants and trees twist the same way south 
of the equator? I am still trying to par- 
take of the fruit of the tree of knowledge. 


By the way, perhaps 


Since then she 


I 


shaved them. But I hav forgotten 
Any shingle-maker who rives 


Which way do 


Your friend, Gero. F. ELLIOTT. 
[Yes, we do remember Nettie Olds, and 


we are watching her career with the great- 
est interest. We shall always be proud 
that she is one of the graduates from our 
Corner, and we know she will do good 
wherever she may be. 


Now, we expect the above questions will 


all be answered by our bright-eved, ob- 
serving readers. 
precepts is to be watchful and observing. 
The keen, discerning, questioning mind is 
not the one to be led astray by fable or 
blind ignorant faith. We thank you, Bro. 
Elliot, for your kind letter to the Corner. 
—Ep, C. O.] 


One of our fundamental 


$100 Reward, $100. 


There&ders of this paper will be pleased to 
learn that there is at least one dreaded disease 
that science has bern able to cure in all its stages 
and that is Ostarrh. Halls Catarrh Cure is the 
only positive cure now known to. the medical 
fraternity. Uatarrh being a constitutional dis- 
ease requires a constitutional treatment. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acting directly 
upon the blood and mucous surfaces of th + sys- 
tem, thereby destroying the foundation of the 
disease, and giving the pati-ntstrength by build- 
ing up the constitution and assisting nature in 
doing its work. The Proprietors have so much 
faith in ite curative powers, that they offer One 
Hundred Dollars for any case that it faila co cure. 
Send for circulars and tesrimonials. Address 

. J. CHENEY & OO., Toledo, Ò. 
WU Sold by Druggirts, 75c. 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidences, 
and Early History of Chris.innity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere ro Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. 


By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PBIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
?8Lafavette place, New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cente, Address this office, 


Laughing Babies 
are loved by everybody. Those raised on the 
Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed Milk are 
comparativly free from sickness. Infant Health 
is a valuable pamphlet for mothers. Send your 
&ddress to the New York Condensed Milk Com- 
pany, New York. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


‘*The advertisement of that well-known 
| Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the ‘Liberal public.” 
The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings " of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty:five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ‘ OTTO WETTSTEIN ^ 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cuvrter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


3 Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, eto., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Established 1857. 


ROCHELLE, ILE. 
Designer of 
The Otto Wet s'ein 

Watch. 

T e I'rgerscl! Sou 
veni’ Spo n. 
The Freeth ught 
Badge. 


Pen Pictures of the World's Fair, 


By S. P. Putnam. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide- 
Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, acourate. It de- 
scribes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts 
to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the va- 
rioug buildings and what they contain, and 
ia, all in all, the very best picture of the 
Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARE, enabling 
the visitor to make his way around, and 
the stay-at-home to see where he went. 

A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, 
enabling one to comprehend at a glance 
the magnitude of the Exposition, the 
greatest ever known tothe present time. 


Single copy 25 canta Five enpies for $1 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Retutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature óx- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


LAPD PARADA 


SYNOPSIS: 
I. Tbe Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Jutimite Series of Designers, 
II. If ‘here Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
HI. £f There Were One He Could Not Be Wise. for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wastetul, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Price, 15 cent». 


THE TRUTH SEEKER Co.. 


Address 
R Latayette vince, N Y, 
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400 Years 


DEVRRNM IIT TRAE ARERR AT AE RARER ETT ARREARS 


Freethought 


By Samuel Porter Putnam . 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


.141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


mm 


" 


$6.50. 


PREY aav 


"HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised ard nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, howeyer. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nne 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 
As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Feret- 
. THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence ; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book, It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Religion and the Bible. 


‘By F. D. CUMMINGS. 
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A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


a 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 
Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible, IT. God and the Devil III. Is the Bible Oon- 
ugue I, aeger Waa Ae a iat Pre eee aa, ae oy Git 
i . i isciples Lo or an r 1 . 
What Does the Bible Touch Regardin the Second Co ming of Ohrist? VILI. The Christ Spirit Out- 


i i X. Ad . XI. Why Do M Oling to the 
side the Bible. What Is the Bible? X. How Man RT E E Mt De en gling to abe 


Punthment, XV, porcus EVE Conon. o 
nisiment, E orballty. . . . 
of all who seek the Light. 
pandş of Truth Seeker, New oris 


l 
A Book that should bein the 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


— THE— 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING . 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHUROH AND 


| 9 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
4 WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSO E 
WITH PURTRA Fp RR ON, 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classifted as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests 9 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work, 
e H r E 


2 The Ohurch Robbing the People. m issionaries. 
3 “+ Thanksgiving. 1 " The Lord's Instruments. 
e Sabbath Laws. 25 ` Bible, p octrin es and Their Results, 
GENS us rt a | d 
6 Mi The Church and Thomas Paine. ` |å se reland and the Church. 
4 4 audies in Naturel History. 3 wc Church's ides. of Civilization. 
e Bible and Science.: 1 6 Uses of the Cross, 
15 s The Clergy and Their Flocks. 4 it Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
1 E Piety in Our Penitentiaries. Cy " Persecutions of the Church. 
4 " The Atonement Scheme. 12 s Some Allegories. 
4 a The Lord and His Works. 8 s Heaven. 
2 st Prayer. 6 s ell. 
i9 *" The Creeds. [4 “ Miscellaneous. 
1 i Christians and Mohammedans. : 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lige it will ever again be pub 
lished, We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all, 
At twice the price ıt world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de~ 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—(Freethinkers' Magazine. - 


Mr. Heston deserves !o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done fai: hful&nd noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the Pict 
ures do not make up the whole of his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as expianations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. e 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- 
Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER. 


A UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
| COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It vill it will 

27M Corner 

Make You Yj 
A Y the 

~ Laugh. / , Yj Parson, 

YY Yn 
By WATSON HESTON. . 
The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts d Y 
Given Concerning the Origin. and Authenticity of the An Pages. 200 uei 


Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS. 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campsigu of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, . 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water. God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God’s Favorite 


Sustaining a Theory, 
Some Giants, 
. The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 
Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer. Family, | 
Isaac and His " Sister," 
One of Twins, 


Esau, . 
J acob ana Man of Dreams, Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 


Holy M. Adventures of the Prophets, 
Balaam the Diviner, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city 
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Jf ot for Parsons. 


* MapaM, would you kindly subscribe 
something for the missions in Africa? 
The money will be used for the conver- 
sion of heathen children." ‘‘V-ry well; 
you may hav a few children converted, 
and send the bill to me.”—Fliegende 
Blaetter. 


Sunpay-Sonoon TEAOHER: ‘‘ The prodi- 
gal son suffered dreadfully for his wicked- 
ness in running away from home; but 
when he returned his father forgave him 
and killed the fatted calf.” The new pu- 
pil: **But what did he kill the fatted calf 
for? Hadn’t he stayed st home all the 
time?" 

` A Funny incident occurred in the Galt, 
Ont., police court a week or so ago. 
well-known citizen, astanch Presbyterian, 
has the very common failing of getting 
drunk, and when in that condition not un- 
frequently ill-uses his family. He is very 
vindietiv against unbelievers, and on the 
last occasion of his falling from grace it 
was therefore with some satisfaction that 
the myrmidons of the law landed our 
friend in the lock-up. On the following 
morning this dialog took place. Magis- 
trate: ** What, Thomas, here again! Well, 
Ido not see what I can do -but send you 
up for thirty days." Thomas: ‘‘ Weel, 
yer honor, we took a wee drap owre 
mucke, and we dunna want ye to be ower 
hard on us. We dunna mind bein’ lockit 
up for the rest o’ the week, but we'd verra 
much like tae zet oot on Saturday nicht, 
for we're gaun tae hae a noo meenister in 
oor kirk on the Sabbath, and we would 
like tae got oot tae hear him." The oblig- 
ing magistrate made the order accord- 
ingly, but threatened to make it up with 
interest on the next occasion of misbe- 
havior.— Secular Thought. 


If WAS NO OBSTACLE. 

A clergyman relates that during his resi- 
dence in Kentucky, a lady, a friend of his, 
was in the habit of inviting several friends 
to spend Christmas with her. In anticipa- 
tion of the joyous season, she usually 
raised a brood of turkeys, and selected the 
largest and fattest of them for the Christ- 
mas dinner. 

On one occasion a turkey EA pee. about 
ed pounds had been killed and prop- 
erly dressed, and was hung in the larder 
awaiting the proper time to be cooked, - 

That evening, Dinah, the cook, received 
a call from several of her friends, and as 
the conversation turned on Christmas and 
its festivities she could not resist the temp- 
tation to exhibit the turkey. 

Every mouth in the company at once 

began to water. They besought Dinah to 
let them hav it. At first she indignantly 
refused, but at length, as they persisted in 
their entreaties, and promised to bring her 
another before Christmas equally as good, 
she yielded, and they went away happy in 
tbe possession of the fowl. 
. On Christmas morning her friends re- 
turned, bringing with them a turkey of 
about the same general dimensions as the 
one they had received, but resembling it 
in no other way. It was lean and lank, 
and looked as if it had not been fed for a 
month. 

Dinah was at her wits’ ends. No end of 
basting and turning could make it resem- 
ble the plump bird she had stolen. She 
gazed at it ruefully, but there was no way 
out of her dilemma, so she was obliged to 
place it on the table and face the music. 

The mistress noticed that it was not the 
same turkey as soon as it was placed be- 
fore ker, but said nothing. 

As soon as her guests were gone she went 
to the kitchen and accosted Dinah. 

“That was not the turkey I raised, 
Dinah. What did you do with it?” 

** For de Lawd, Missy, dat turkey. done 
. cook all away to nothen. All de fat fry 
out,” protested Dinah. 

The mistress made no reply, but con- 
cluded to wait awhile and see if Dinah 
would confeas her wrongdoing. 

The next Sunday was the first in the 
month, and Dinah, who was a professedly 
devout communicant of the church, was 
promptly in her place at the beginning of 
the services. Her mistress was also a com- 
municant, and watched with interest to see 
if Dinah would partake of the holy com- 
munion. 

But Dinah, apparently, had no consci- 
entious scruples to keep her away. She 
knelt at the altar rail as devoutly as if her 
conscience had been devoid of guilt, 

On their return home the mistress called 
her servant fo her, and, ina tone of mild 
reproach, said: 

** Oh, Dinah, how could you go to the 


holy table with such a load of sin on your ý 


soul?” 

“ I ain't got no sin on my soul, Missy,” 
was the reply. 

** Why, Dinah, not after you stole that 
turkey and gave it to your friends, and 
then lied about it?” 

** Oh, la, Missy!” exclaimed the impeni- 
tent cook ; ‘‘ do you s’pose I’se goin’ to let 
that old turkey hen stan’ between me and 
my bressed Lawd?"— EzeAange, 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


PIANOS! PIANOS! 


8995; $8950; S895. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 


cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 


country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

* The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mz. 
Gzorcs Srrox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows : 

*'This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” : 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sraxog Fasian, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

,*I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Trurs Szexer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 
Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hymn Book?| 


Do your children learn these beautiful 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and thor pete 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 
py and bright ?—Sunp FOR A cory,—Green cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 cents, 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 

Bv R, B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo.. 9 Murray 
street, New York. . R2619 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 
Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


‘The Great Inger- 
soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is ` 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel's Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 

* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 

.' This is Colonel IxarRsSoLL's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IxezmsSoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


MATRIMONIAL. 


A Texas business man respectfully invites cor- 
respondence with & matare and cultivated lady 
who is ao Agnostio and has near relatives of sim 
ilar views. ect, matrimony. 

s i . D. M.,” care Truth Seeker Co., 


688. : 
4t10 * : 28 Latayette Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 centa, 


APRIL 6, 1895] 


Gems of Ghought. 


SorgNox has nothing whatever to do with 
Ohrist.— Darwin, eu 


Pussimism is sympathy. 
gelfishness.— Grant Allen. 


. Hzrorsm is not in the deed but in the 
purpose that lies back of it, — Unity. 


Optimism is 


Tux fanatics begin with humility and 
kindness, and hav all ended with pride 
and carnage.— Voltaire, 


Great works of art teach us to abide by 
our spontaneous impression with good- 
natured inflexibility, the more when the 
whole cry of voices is on the other side.— 
R. W. Emerson. 


Is all but religion, men know their true 
interests and use their own understand- 
ings. Nobody takes anything on trust at 
market; nor would anybody do so at 
church if there were but a hundredth part 
the care for truth which there is for money. 


— W. J. For. ; 


. AFTER men's attempts to realize their 
ideals, and reform society without reform- 
ing themselvs, hav ended in disaster, and, 
sobered by suffering, they submit them- 
selvs afresh to the hard disciplin which has 


brought us thus far, further progress may | 


be made.— Herbert Spencer. 


Tue world is what we see it, abounding 
in misery and wickedness. If you believe 
in a moral governor, you are bound to 
put extraordinary limitations upon his 
power to vindicate his benevolence, or to 
limit his benevolence in order to vindi- 
cate his power; and, in either case, you 
can take away with the one hand that 
safeguard to morality which you giv with 
the other. — Leslie Stephen. 


No attack on free thought or free print- 
ing, open and aboveboard, could now be 
made without very serious and general re- 
sistance. This recent oppression has, if 


. gon will allow me the expresssion, sneaked. 


ack; it has subtly complicated itself with 
the moral feeling of the community; it 
has hid its horns under a white cowl of 
purity; it has masked itself as a defender 
of virtue and suppressor of vice. By so 
doing oppression of thought confesses that 
it cannot otherwise succeed even in seizing 
here and there an exceptional victim. — 
Moncure D. Conway. 


PurnADELPHIA has her shame. She has 
denied a Socialist the freedom of her cit; 
zenship. She has imprisoned another So- 
eialist for freedom of speech. I am nota 
Socialist, but I love freedom. Iam nota 
Socialist, but I do not see that I hold priv- 
ileges that I may use against Socialism. 
The same spirit which would spare me the 
Socialist’s blow should spare him. mine. 
America claims to hav open doors. But 
many of her doors are not only not open 
but are double-barred and protected with 
armories within. Take down. the. flag. 
Hide the stars. Wait till the new heavens 
set these stars in a background of honor. 
~—Horace L. Traubel. 


Turre is, perhaps, no civilized country 
in the world wherein the nativ, original 
man, the real critter, as Whitman loved to 
say, that underlies all our culture and con- 
ventions, crops out so little in manners, in 
literature, and in social usages. The fear 
of being unconventional is greater with us 
than the fear of death. A certain evasiv- 
uess, polish, distrust of ourselvs, amount- 


ing to insipidity and insincerity, is spoken | 


of by observant foreigners. In other 
words, we are perhaps the least like chil- 
dren of any people in the world. In due 
time youth and manhood meet; the great- 
est men are the most frank and simple; 
but, as a people, we hav a long way yet to 
travel to reach this blessed state.—JoAn 
Burroughs. 


Down till the year 1786 it was quite legal 
for the clergy to make small hells in this 
country and burn women into cinders in 
them. There is no vestige of proof that 
the devil ever burnt a human being in his 
life; but there is & perfect plethora of 
black and damning proof that the church 
has burnt to death millions of human be- 
ings with every accompaniment of cruelty, 
with every circumstance of agony. Un- 
biased students of ecclesiasticism know 
well that the real devil of history is the 
church. This church gave us hell upon 
earth, and invented for us an everlasting 
hell when we -had done with earth and 
time. And all this to make us subservient 
and ignorant enough to support, without 
a murmur, sacerdotal pomp and tyranny. 
— Saladin, in “Bottomless Pit.” ‘ 


Tuis treatment of Walt Whitman by the 
stiff Puritan squireocracy of Boston is 
only one of a long list of similar persecu- 
tions in that city. When Kossuth came to 
Boston almost the only influential citizen 
who recognized him was Josiah Quincy; 
many of the whaleboned and camphorated. 
respectablities ordered their curtains 
drawn when the hero passed in the street, 
d would not allow their families to go to 
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the window; Theodore Parker was treated 
as an outcast or a leper by Boston ‘‘ soci- 
ety”; nobody ‘‘ knew” Garrison; Wendell 
Phillips was ostracized; Charles Sumner 
avoided, dropped from visiting lists, cut 
on the streets; Dr. Samuel G. Howe, 
founder of the Asylum for the Blind, and 
hero of the Greek war for independence, 
said once, after twenty years’ residence in 
Boston, that he had never been invited to 
& civic festival by the city authorities; 
Emerson was shunned; Channing treated 
with dislike and suspicion.— Wm. Sloane. 
Kennedy. 


TM 
You will ride 
a Bicycle 


Of course you will ride. Ali the 
world will—fashion, pleasure, 
business — men, 
women, children. 
It takes a while 
sometimes for the 
world to recog- 
nize its privileges; 
but when. it does 
it adapts itself 
promptly. There- 
fore, you who are 
in the world will 
ride a bicycle—a 


COLUMBIA 


bicycle if you desire the best the 
world produces; a Hartford, the 
next best, if anything short of a 
Columbia will content you. 
Columbias, $100; Hartfords, . 
$80 $60;for boys and girls, $50. 


POPE MFG. C0., Hartford, Conn. 


Boston, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Providence, Buffalo. 


y 
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A Catalogue—comprehensive, beautiful—at any 
agency free, or by mail for two 2-cent stamps. The 
book tells of all thenew Columbias and Hartfords 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON'S 


pU ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P!, New York. 


TEES History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS i 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.Di 
Fourth Edition. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. 
Part Il.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. | , nw. 
Part HE perivation of Ohristianity ; twenty 
chapters. 
Part 1v. Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. ` 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SERKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. New York Cltv. 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE; 
TE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCENE 


AND THEOLOGY. 


EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


s is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
turdof Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upgh scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
e reader's sense of logic and love of Justice. 


to 
| Its eloqnent as well as convincing 


Address 


eloth, $1. 
co, Cloth, $ | TRUTH 
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RIGHT LIVING 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view poiut those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
rA Lafayette Place, Now York. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1898, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our Pie hlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value. by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States.and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; s0 arranged as_to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain . Cities, States. and Sections, 

somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 
lished. In no other work are the 1acts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
jerived from the Government Census of 1890, 
not be superseded. until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed— probably about eight 
years hence. earguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
10 5xigt. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
Work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor Justice in taxation the following 
esductions are made: 


fen copies. . - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies ae PES - - 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - - 8.00 


ial rates. 


Larger quantities RORE SEEKER., New York 


Address THE TRU' 


Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 


By T. C. WEIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms or religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and. reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of. 146 pagos and the'price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 


cloth to ri cents in paper, 90 cents in cloth 


TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


dress 


365 DAYS 
Ahead 0f 


them all. 


Keating Bicycles 


19 to 23 Ibs. 


CATALOG FREE if you mention this paper. 
KEATING WHEEL CO., 
‘Holyoke, Mass. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 


Prica, 95 conta, Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER, 


. CONSULTATION FREE. 
FAIR & SQUARE 'QNSUE been my standin 
Offer during forty yearspast, 
a pledge made in over half a 
million copies of mye‘ Medi- 
cal Common Sense and Plain 
Home Talk "—I stand by it. 
Anyone afflicted. with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
or troubled about some pri- 
= vate affair in which the help 
of a physician of broad and long experience is 
desired, is welcome to state the case to me, in 
erson or by letter, (sending return postage) and 
Tevilladvise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
gend, if wanted, my '* Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health,” “dr, E, B. Foote, 122 Lex Av, NEW York. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is notin magic potions, ‘‘specifics’” 
or electric clap-trap, but only in 
ffi WISDOM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH. 
| Wise men study nature, &hun disease 
ell learn to maintain vigor and regain it 
M by reading the most complete book of 
| Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
by an eminent Be of 35 years 
experience, he “old, original, 
standard” «work, endorsed by all, 


jek | imitated by many, equalled by none, 

il Tospired by wish to aid humanity, it 
wily has providentially saved thousands. 
Wj Its essays on marriage, parentage, 
adaptation, marital failures, etc., 
are of inestimable value to ail now 
married cr who ever expect to bo 
The last edition bas 1,000 pages, 
8 colored charts of vital organs, 200 


waod ents, 21 chromos showing 
origin of life~development of mau. 
APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE ‘i2tU'H SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


È DO YOU WANT IT 26 


Salesmen Wanted in every count: salary on com- 
mission. No experience. New Tariff Bill gives 


unlimited Profits, active men apply quickly stating 
sex "rers, 


and territory wanted, anufac 
. Box 5808, Boston, Mass. 


GIC LANTERNS 


rices. Views illuptra! 
Profit 

anterné for Home Amusement. 350 pags Catalogue 
SAL LISTER, Mie Ordeians, 42 N Pip 
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charges, 
d Physical Debility 

cele, Wentaland Physical Debility 
and Who are desirous of being cured, a 
«booklet willbe sent to their address for 
en cents, sealed in & plaln envelope, 
Ngivingcauses and symptoms of tbecom- £ 
3 plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Out- 
ward Application—a positlve cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind In existeuce—with evidences of suc- 
cess, Address, ë DR. R. P, FELLOWS,  , 
Say where you saw thisadver,.. Vineland, N. Je 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and aver 
successful Physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
ancutgowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted. 
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JY ows of the (Deck. 


Ter Japanese hav taken possession of 
the Pescadore islands, lying between For- 
mosa and the Chinese mainland. 


Tue Galveston grand jury has indicted 
the city tax collector and the ex-auditor of 
me g for misapplication of the city’s 

unds. 


Mayor Srrone has appointed as Super- 
intendent of Buildings Stevenson Consta- 
ble, an architect, to sucosed Thomas J. 
Brady. 


Tux British House of Commons, by a 
vote of 176 to 158, approved the motion of 
William Allan, Radical, that the members 
receive pay for their services. : 


AN important discovery of rock salt has 
been made on Orange Island, on the south- 
west coast of Louisiana. The island be- 
longs to Joseph Jefferson, the actor. 


Tue resignation of Señor Muruaga, 

Spanish minister to the United States, has 

' been accepted by the new government and 
Dupuy de Lorme made his successor. 


Tue president has appointed ex-Con- 
gressman Joseph H. Outhwaite, of Ohio, 
a member of the Board of Ordnance and 
Fortifications, vice Byron H. Catcheon, 
resigned. 


TuE billiard and pool men of New York 
hav united to secure an :1junction to pre- 
vent the city authorities and Superintend- 
ent Byrnes raiding their places of business 
on Sunday. 


As the cruiser Chicago is going out of 
commission, her crew will be transferred 
‘to Norfolk to man the monitor Amphitrite, 
The latter vessel has been twenty-five 
years in building. John Roach built the 
hall and the government has at last com- 
pleted the work. 


ANTHONY Comstocs raided Trinity Bap- 
tist church in this city the other day and 
arrested the organist on the charge of cir- 
culating a pamphlet written by the pastor 
of the church in which charges were made 
against the character of another minister. 
The pamphlet is alleged to be obscene. 


Gen. Martinez Campos will be sent to 
Cubs by the Spanish government to as- 
sume command of the forces engaged in 
the work of suppressing the rebellion in 
‘The Ever-Faithful Isle." Many thou- 
sands of fresh troops will accompany him, 
for the insurrection is now admitted to be 
very serious, 


THE emperor of Japan has ordered an 
armistice without conditions, pending the 
progress of peace negotiations with China's 
envoy. ‘The attack on the latter by a 
patriotic fanatic secured for China what 
Li Hang Chang’s negotiations had not 
given her. The assailant of the Chinese 
envoy has been sentenced to penal servi- 
tude for life, 


Many historic buildings were destroyed 
by fire in St. Augustine, Fla, on March 
28. Nine years ago the city was visited 
by a conflagration that swept away the old 
cathedral and other venerable buildings. 
At this rate there will soon be very little 
left of the Spanish city which disputes 
with Santa Fé the honor of being the 
oldest town in North America. 


Tue first year of the Massachusetts Cre- 
mation Society was a successful one. The 
receipts were $11,088.79 and the expendi- 
tures were $10,453 40, of which more tian 
$7,000 was expended in the purchase of 
. machinery, in building, and in laying out 
the grounds, There were 87 cremations 
during the year, said to be more than in 
the first year’s work of any crematory in 
America or Europe, with the exception of 
that at San Francisco. 


Tar House of Magnates of Hungary 
passed the Religious Freedom bill to a 
second reading and then, by a vote of 
126 to 118, eliminated the clause including 
within the benefits of the bill persons 
professing no religious belief. Then 
the rest of the bill was passed, including 
the clause which authorizes the recogni- 
tion of all religious sects not inimical to 
the public interests. The lower house will 
restore the stricken clause and send the 
bill back. No doubt the bigoted majority 
in the House of Magnates hav the hearty 
sympathy of our theocrats. 


Tus Christian Endeavorers meet in Bos- 
ton from July 10 to 15, inclusiv, Fifty thou- 
sand delegates are expected, and a mon- 
strous open-air demonstration will be held 
on the Common. Governor Greenhalge 
is to be one of the speakers, Dr. S. F. 
Smith will read his ode, ** America," and 
then it will be sung by a chorus of 2,000 
young people, assisted by the delegates 
and an immense orchestra. Helen M 
Gould eontributes for the use of the dele- 
gates 50,000 illuminated cards containing 
the hymn ‘‘ America,” elaborately gotten 
up in colors at an expense of several 
thousand dollars, 


Bo lin aru 


THE -OLD CARPENTER AND FAMILY DEPART FOR EGYPT 
When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt.—Matt. ii, 14. 


Tur New York legislature has created a | ss HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


corporation to be known as the '* Trustees 


|of Scenic and Historie Places and Ob- 


jects,” the work of which **shall be to ac- 
quire by purchase, gift, grant, devise, or 
bequest historic objects or memorable or 
picturesque places in the state ; hold real 
and personal property in fee or upon 
such trusts as may be agreed npon between 
the donors thereof and the corporation, 
and to improve the same; admission to 
which shall be free to the public under such 
rules for the proper protection thereof as 
the corporation may prescribe, and which 
property shall be exempt from taxation," 
and shall not exceed $1,000,000 in value. 


In New York on March 28 it was unusu- 
ally cold, while in the Southwest it was 
unseasonably hot. Here are some of the 
exceptional temperatures for that day : 78 
degrees at Nashville and Knoxville, 'T'enn.; 
82 degrees at Palestine and San Antonio, 
Tex., and also at Vicksburg; 80 degrees at 
Cairo, Ill.; 84 degrees at Omaha and Va- 
lentine, Neb.; 86 degrees at Springfield, 
Mo., at Fort Smith, Ark., and Memphis, 
Tenn.; 88 degrees at Kansas City, Mo.; 
90 degrees at Dodge City, Kan., and 94 
degrees at Concordia, Kan. From March 
17 to 22, 1894, a similar hot wave swept 
over the trans-Mississippi region. Ac- 
cording to the New York Herald these 
were among the highest of the government 
Weather Bureau readings at that time: 
92 degrees at Abliene, Tex.; 95 at Yuma, 
Ariz,; 89 at Raleigh, N. C., and 88 at Nor- 
folk, Va., Augusta and Savannah, Ga. 
March 22, 1894, was the warmest day of 
that date ever recorded by the Weather 
Bureau in the Middle South Atlantic states 
from Eastern Pennsylvania and New Jer- 
sey to South Carolina and in Northern 
Georgia, Northern Alabama and East 
Tennessee, and among the highest official 
temperatures of that March were 84 de- 
grees at St. Louis, Fort Smith, Ark., 
Omaha, Neb., and Dodge City, Kan.; 86 
at Concordia, Kan.; 80 at Memphis Tenn. ; 
93 at San Antonio, Tex. ; 82 at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and Springfield, Mo. 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and 2 half miles of Media county seat 
and within four miies of Chester, t'a., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft watar, 
good timber growing on the p'ace, some “hoice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 


and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 


Within five minutes’ walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line b»tween 
Medis and Chester, with less than five minates’ 
walk. : 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern house on it. Eight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $6!8 per 
acre, end no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Severalsmaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care Tug Trova SzEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Cloth. (octavo), 875 pages, special to readers of 
this journal. only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
Send for descriptiv catalogus of Swedenborg's 
works, 
. American Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


The Mill:ad. 


(1000 STANZAS) 


A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology. and applying the test of the 
Golden Hule to the world’s history, the author 
has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
nation gerend upon a recognition of the princi- 
ple tha. 

** Right, and Right only, Makes Might." 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas [to each 
canto), as follows; 
Lcd homi Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 
ight, 
II.—The Olympian Council. oe 
II(.—The Goddesses in Consultation. 
IV.—Phebus, Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 
in High Life . X 
V —Sket-h of World's History to 19th Century. 
VI.—History of the United States. Twofold 
Hectionalism. : 
VII.—The Theory and Nature of Coercion. The 


Fratricidal War. I 
VIUI.—Reconstruction and Subsequent Politics. 
A Satire. |. Sa 
IX.—The Columbian Exposition. 


X.—The Parliament of 
lime Lessons. 


Cloth, 400 pp.,$1; holiday edition, $1.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Chas. Bradlaugh's Works. 


eligions and Iis Sub- 


WHEN WERE OUR GOSPELS WRITTEN? 
Fourth Edition. Price, 25 cents. 


TRACTS. 

Land Question, 5 cents; Were Adam and Eve 
Our First Parents? 5 cents; Why Do Men 
Rtarve? 5cents; A Plea for Atheism, 5 cents; 
Is There a God? 6 cents; Labor’s Prayer, 5 
cents; Poverty, [ts Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People,5 cents; New Life of David, 
5 centa: New Life of Jonah, 5 cents; A Few 
Words About the Devil, 5 cents; New Life of Ja- 
cob,5 cents: Twelve Apostles, 5 cents; Who Was 
Jesus Christ? 5 cents; What Did Jesus Teach? 5 
5 cents; New Life of Abraham, 5 cents; New 
Life of Moses, 5 cents. On orders for these 
Tracts we will send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 
porth for $2; $5 worth for $3; and $10 worth 

or $5. 

: Address THE TRUTH S8EEKER OO, 

98 Lafayette PL, New York 


J. D. Shaw's Books, 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. a 
Studies In Theology. A clear expõsition 
f the biblical story of man’s, “creation, 
Sonrse,” theologically denominated “the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. mae 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 

The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 
tion of the assumption that he was a divine 

erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what itis not and hig SRE Ge TUM 

Address. Lafayette place, New York: 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 


Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London " Froe- 
thinker” says: ‘It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good, and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
t$ Lafayette vlaga. New York. 
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FREETHOUGHT AND CHRISTIANITY. 


FazETaINKER (to Carstea Prugrims): “Stop! Don’t drink that nasty stagnant stuff—here is something sweet and pure!” 


: Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, | To Our Friends: 


For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam's “News and Notes” have been a 


7 . 
? feature of THE TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. Their diversity and ver- Don't you know 
satility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but 


never copied with success. some Freethinker who 
As President of all the nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam 


will, about May 1st, start for a visit to the Freethinkers of England. Officially and privately 
he will undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in a small space, does not now, butwho 
with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. l l 
While he is gone Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of THE | would subscri be to 
TRUTH SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of : 
his trip. Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read this account. It will do a , 
him good. Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly enter- THE TRU TH S EEK- 
taining, instructive, poetic, and good reading. ‘ ; " 
New subscriptions for this event should begin now and run for six months. A three | ER jf YOU called his 
months’ trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can’t do better take that, 
for we know you will renew. Ask any jones e Mr. ELE s “News and Notes” E they are attention to the Pa- 
not worth the cost of a whole year's subscription, and if he does not say YES, we will refund - 
the subscription you send. l Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER, . 


28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. || per $ 
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WITH 
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OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


~~ 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Terura Sexes one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘Four 
HUNDRED YEARS or FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


ocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 


sS PECIA L asin us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates | - 


12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
0 FFER | “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ^ 
^ FREE OF CHARGES, 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF TIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated PE EON 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 

BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


OOO 


VN 


For $5 we willsend Taz Trura Sexer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains 4 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz TaurH Szzxzr one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Teruras Szexer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tus TaurH Szxzr one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Tura Szexrr one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura Srzzkz& one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Diustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurs Szzxer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


The Freethinker s Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and 


Taux TRUTH 
KEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and ''ruts & ; $5. Ei i 
gilt bowl, 50c. hore, Address THE TRUTH SEERBÉ. $ imer nd TEN OF Nugat Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


OERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK — 


A The Truth Seeker. x 


IU Drafto, Chechs and Money Ordera, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


Cea TERMS =D 
. "mE SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 

Three months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 | One subscription with two new subscribers, in 

Six 2 « co e a 1.50 one remittance, -e > 27 >» © $700 
Single subscription, one year, . 8.00 | One subscription with three new subscribers, in . 
One subscription two years, “ “ » 5.00 one remittance, - © © > > c 8.50 
Two new subscribers, s “oa - 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in ; 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, e © e a © œ 10,00 

remittance, S09 8 52 5 5 5 $00 


(ar Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 


will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he cau share 


with them the advantages of the club rates, 


In conrection with our "Missionary Scheme" of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting people 
read THE 'lRuTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 
following cffer : 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


. We feel confident that everyone who reads THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 
We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to beat 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this. 
at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 

` the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


| 28 Lafayette Place, New York, ; ferie: 


The Trenih Seeker Co., 


This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


The Rationa'istie Crities of Paine. 

The Portland Oregonian, in an article on science, 
religion, and the Higher Criticism, declares that 
Thomas Paine “is a figure of no importance in the 
history of religion, of science, or of the human in- 
tellect.”. (We quote from the summary of the 
Oregonian’s article which we find in Public Opin- 
ion of this city.) Before proceeding to examin the 
reasons which the critic givs for the conclusion he 
has reached, we will reproduce one of his assertions 
regarding Paine and his work: 


born. All this is true, but it by no means follows, 
as asserted by the Oregon paper, that Paine “is a 
figure of no importance” in the history of religion 
and the human intellect. As we hav before shown, 
he did much, very much, to prepare the way for the 
scholarly critics of to-day who affect to despise him 
because of his alleged “ coarseness and flippancy.” - 
But is this all that can be claimed for the author of 
the “Age of Reason”? Is it a fact that all he did 
—great as was that service—was to help create an 
atmosphere of liberty in which his successors could . 
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upon the cherished beliefs of mankind, not only without 
offering it anything better, but without supporting his 
indictment of theology by citation of established and un- 
á questioned laws of the physical world, and laws no less 
sure and unchangeable of the human intellect." 

This is merely a rationalistic echo of the familiar 
orthodox estimate of the services of Paine and 
Voltaire, and is exceedingly superficial and inade- 
quate. Weare not to measure the work of those 
men by the standards of to-day, which owe their 
acceptance largely to the pioneer struggles of the 
early Freethinkers, foremost among whom were 
the two named, but by.their surroundings and the 
necessities of the world at that time. The mace and 
the battle axe were in order then, no less than the 
Damascus blade, and right well all three were wielded 
by Thomas Paine and the Sage of Ferney. It is 
hypercriticism of the most attenuated kind to aver 
than these champions of the right to think and speak 
offered nothing better than that which they sought 
to overthrow, and to the weakening of which their 
heroic labors so powerfully contributed They did 
offer something better—they offered open-eyed in- 
vestigation in place of blind acceptance ; they offered 
freedom of thought and expression in place of 
atrophied brains and sealed lips; they offered the 
opportunity for men and women to develop into 
symmetrical manhood and womanhood instead of 
remaining forever the cringing, robbed, and tor- 
tured slaves of priest and king. It is too late in 
the day for even bloodless modern rationalism to 
deny to them their well-won niches in the temple 
of fame and their places in the succession of the 
apostles of man’s redemption from the chains of 
ignorance. Swinburne says that * Voltaire’s great 
work was to hav done more than any other man on 
record to make the instinct of cruelty not only de- 
testable but ludicrous ;” Macaulay observes: “ Of 
all the intellectual weapons which hav ever been 
wielded by man, the most terrible was the mockery 
of Voltaire. Bigots and tyrants, who had never 
been moved by the wailing and cursing of millions, 
turned pale at his name," and Lamartine remarks: 
“If we judge of men by what they hav done, then 
Voltaire is incontestably the greatest writer of 
modern Europe. : + - His pen aroused'a sleep- 
ing world, and shook a far. mightier empire than 
that of Charlemagne—the European empire of a 
theocracy.” 

The Oregonian apprehends quite clearly the 
forces that now make for freedom in the realm of 
religion. ‘Rational interpretation of the scriptures 
and modern questioning of the veracity of theolog- 
ical dogma rest upon the results of three separate 
but kindred evolutions of human knowledge.”. 
These are the physical sciences, notably geology 
and biology, and philology and historical criticism, 
«which find the record of humana history and 
achievement in the imperishable traces of primitiv 
language, and place ancient documents and written 
tradition on trial with the evidence of their own in- 
ternal structure and comparativ relations.” It is 
pointed. out that. all these sciences were either in 
their infancy in the time of Paine or had not been 
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their methods and results from those of the inves- 
tigators of this age who hav the advantage of work- - 
ing with the tools of physical science and philology 
and historical criticism, as well as those of common 
sense, that his reasonings and conclusions are value- 
less, and his works incapable of harm. to orthodox 
theology? Unfortunately for the Oregonian's po- 
sition, orthodox writers are not all prepared to 
dismiss Paine with the sneer which that journal 
seems to think disposes of him for good. , In our 
issue of March 30th we noticed in the column of 
“Freethought Progress” two articles which ap- 
peared in the United Presbyterian Magazine under 
the title of “A Forgotten Higher Critic of Last 
Century.” These articles were written by Dr. 
Thomas Whitelaw, of Kilmarnock, and in them he 
givs extracts from the writings of an author of the 
last century whose conclusions he finds to be sim- 
ilar to those of the advanced critics of our time. 
Near the end of the second article he discloses the 
identity of the author, who proves to be Thomas 
Paine, and the book from which the excerpts were 
taken is the “Age of Reason.” Truth, a non-sec- 
tarian paper of New-York, tells this anecdote, the 
scene being a Baptist congress recently held in De- 
troit : ] 

** President Harper and President Andrews of Brown 
University, with others, had been advoeating the methods 
of modern Higher Criticism, and saying that the last 
twenty-sevén chapters of Isaiah were written by some 
other man, when Prof. Howard Osgood, of Rochester, 
arose to reply. He spoke briefly, completely answered 
the Higher Critios, and then said: ‘I hav here an article, 
written almost exactly one hundred years ago. I will 
read it, aud then tell you the name of the author.’ He 
read a criticism on the Bible and especially on Isaiah, 
advocating a double authorship of the latter, in almost 
exactly the language of Harper and his friends. He 
made a few comments upon the clearness of the ideas of 
the author, and showed his teachings to be identical with 
modern Higher Criticism, He then exclaimed after a 
long pause, ‘The author of this paper was Thomas Paine.’ 
The effect was wonderful. There was a look of surprise 
on the faces of the critics, and then, as the applause rang 
out, they looked as though they would like to escape.” 

These two instances of the identification of Paine 
with the Higher Critics may furnish the northwest- 
ern disparager of that author a little food for 
serious thought. Now we must take note of another 
blunder of the Oregonian’s, this time a most glaring 
contradiction. It speaks of religion as *an abiding 
and necessary force in the world,” and declares that~ 
Christianity, “though subject to evolutionary 
changes, and not the same thing, therefore, from 
age to age, has been the highest form or expression 
of religion these many centuries, and probably will 
be during many centuries more.” The writer adds 
that “the world could not do without. it,” but it 
will pass on, through Christianity, to other express- 
ions of religious feeling, thought, and fervor, which 
Christianity will profoundly affect and largely con- 
trol. ‘This is what Paine and men like him hav 
never seen. Rational thought is hardly affected at 
all: by their superficialities." Whose superficiality . 
is.shown by this is easily seen. “Paine and men 
like him” kav realized that Christianity is subject 
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An Iniquitous Association. 

We recently reported a remark of Governor 
Greenhalge, of Massachusetts, who said in a Sab- 
batarian convention that “Christianity is a part of 
the government of the commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts.” The Boston Zraveller says: * He prob- 
ably meant that the government of the state is a 
part of Christianity. The whole is always greater 
than any part, and Christianity must be bigger 
than Massachusetts.” The paper is as badly con- 
fused as the governor. It is certainly true that the 
whole is greater than any one of its parts, but it by 
no means follows that any given thing which is 
smaller than another given thing is a part.of the 
larger thing. For instance, a cat is smaller than a 
cow, but we do not think that even the Zraveller 

would argue that therefore the cát is a part of the 
" gow. Neither could Governor Greenhalge success- 
fully maintain the thesis that the cow is a part of 
the cat. What seems to hav escaped the observa- 
tion of both the editor and the politician is that 
unlike things cannot be compared. Leaving to one 
side all consideration of the question as to which is 
the larger, Massachusetts or Christianity, it is suffi- 
‘cient to say that neither is a part of the other, for 

the adequate reason that they are totally dissimilar 
in their principles and functions. It is readily ad- 
mitted, however, that there has long been and still 
is an unnatural liaison between the two, and it is 
time that it ceased, but Governor Greenhalge seems 
anxious for a sort of morganatic or left-handed 
marriage to be consummated between them so as 
to giv to the church a little quasi-respectability in 
her old age. But the theocrats, with whom the 
governor is just now chumming, will be content 
with nothing less than the complete ecclesiastical 
and civil marriage of the culprits, that their previ- 
ous consorting may be legalized and she be put into 
a position to come into possession of all the effects 
of the state when the latter dies, stricken down by 
the poisoned wine of. the bridal cup. 


Tur Trurn Szrxen’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine's Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses or to one, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 
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to change, and this fact was one of the evidences 
that convinced them that it was purely human in 
origin and development. They hav also perceived 
that it would for along time yet influence the re- 
ligious thought of the world, chiefly because the 
religious thought of the world is the least advanced 
thought of the world, and hence the more highly 
educated the people become and the more logically 
they are able to think the further they will get 
away from the primitiv and only genuin conception 
of Christianity. Of course it is only a form of po. 
lite misrepresentation to call the religion of the 
Higher Critics Christianity. It is no such thing, 
and this is where the editor of the Oregonian con- 
tradicts himself when he says that Christianity is 
still the “highest expression of religion” and 
“probably will be during many centuries more.” 
So far as he is concerned, Christianity is non-exist- 
ent. He hasswept away its every foundation stone. 
Hear what he has said about it and the Bible upon 
which it rests in paragraphs preceding the one con- 
taining the before-quoted sneer at the “ superficial- 
ties” of Paine: 
` * The advance of physical sciences, notably geol- 
‘ogy and biology, has wholly upset the cosmogony and 
anthropology of the Bible, discovering the absurdity 
of all its teachings as to the creation of the world 
and the origin of man. : - * Geology was in its in- 
fancy, and the theological myth of creation held its 
‘ground against the abstract reasoning of rational 
probability. Lamarck laid the foundation of the 
science of biology in the time of Paine, but the 
world waited fifty years for Darwin to demonstrate 
it and prove the scriptural account of the origin of 
man a beautiful myth.” A little further along he 
says that during the last half century “ theological 
dogma has been rationally assailed and successfully 
overthrown.” Such being the case, what is left of 
Christianity? Nothing but the mundane morality 
that it appropriated from the common store of the 
race. But that does not givit a name or a local 
habitation. It has trampled under foot all the 
ethical obligations in its desperate endeavor to 
force the nations to accept as heaven-sent the theo- 
logical fictions that had their source in the “myth 
of creation” which its educated defenders now 
relegate to the realm of legend. So far as these 
cultivated apologists are concerned, Christianity is 
simply a “civilized heathenism,” which is in no 
sense entitled to the name of Christianity. 


A National Reform (God-in-the-Constitution) In- 
stitute has just been held at Butler, Pa. Professor 
Dill eondueted blackboard work every evening ex- 
cept that of Saturday, of the first week of April, and 
union meetings were held Sunday, March 31st, and 
Sunday, April 7th. Lectures were delivered by 
leading theocrats. Do Freethinkers realize how 
deadly in earnest these foes of the civil republic are ? 


A secular newspaper advises the members of the 
state legislature to read and ponder this sentiment 
from Thomas Paine’s “ Rights of Man": “ Public 
money ought to be touched with the most scrupu- 
lous consciousness of honor. It is not the produce 
of riches only, but of the hard earnings of labor and 
poverty.” No man will make a presumptivly safe 
state legislator or congressman who is not thor- 
oughly familiar with Paine’s “Rights of Man” 
and Spencer's writings on sociology and the state. 
We should not bein the least danger from theo- 
cratic machinations if all our law-makers and a 
strong minority of the people were thus equipped. 


It will be recailed that some months ago Rev. J. 
C. Campbell, of Los Angeles, was sued by Miss 
Tessa L. Kelso, librarian of the Public Library of 
that city, for having prayed that she would be 
cleansed of all her sin and made a woman worthy 
of her office. When the suit came to trial Mr. 
Campbell demurred to the information, taking the 
ground that his statement was privileged. Judge 
Clark overruled the demurrer, telling the reverend 
calumniator that a slander could be perpetrated in 
a prayer as readily as in any other form of speech. 
If the ruling of Judge Clark is sustained, what 
is to become of the revivalists and the other med- 
dling preachers who hav always acted on the pre- 


sumption that their pulpit denunciations of their 
congregations and of citizens generally were priv- 
ileged ? 


. n €————— 

** In the Bible Sabbath desecration is placed along side 
of murder, theft, lying, adultery, and blasphemy. "— ev. 
J. A. Marquis. 


Which simply shows how little the Bible writers 
knew. But note, please, that Mr. Marquis classes 
murder and “blasphemy” together as capital 
crimes. Which simply shows how little he knows. 


Rev. Father Cleary, of Minneapolis, asked if the 
Catholic religion could and would exist under this 
government, made a long reply, the gist of which 
is contained in these few words: “The Catholic 
church flourishes best. where man enjoys the great 
est possible liberty.” Unfortunately, then, the 
church has ever been blind to her own interests, for 
she has always acted as though she was certain that 
she would die at once if men were to become pos- 
sessed of even the slightest amount of liberty in 
matters of religion and morals. Has she been try- 
ing to commit suicide during all the centuries that 
men hav thought she was striving solely to banish 
liberty from the earth? 


EESE 

How hard the old superstitions die! Here are 
the Christian Scientists, who hav been persecuted 
enough to teach them sense, if persecution could 
hav tbat effect, trying to make the people believe 
that Mrs. Eddy is a manifestation of the feminin 
deity. A newspaper states that the pastor of a 
Christian Science congregation in New York has 
made this claim for Mrs. Eddy, and also that there 
is in Boston a church of that cult having stained 
glass windows containing portraits of the lady with 
a halo and representing her in conversation with 
God. Are we to hav an “only begotten daughter” 
ai this late day? Perhaps some of our “new 
heaven and new earth " friends can tell us about it. 

pg 

If you send us fifty cents for a trial subscription 
to Tug TnaurH Seexer for three months, you will 
hav the satisfaction of knowing that you put into 
the hands of your friend, or of some acquaintance, 
the means whereby he or she may be led to become 
an interested watcher and activ promoter of the in- 
tellectual and ethical development of the people. 
There is no knowing how much good such a trial 
subscription may do; many a time a sample copy 
alone has enlisted a zealous soldier in the army of 
peaceful progress. If you can afford to fill that 
subscription blank which you will find on page 226 
with names of trial subscribers, or can get that 
many men to giv you fifty cents each for that pur- 
pose, so much the better. 


In the course of an able editorial on the bill now 
pending in Parliament for the disestablishment of 
the Church in Wales, the Hvening Post of this city 
says: “But it is vain to expect disestablishment as 
yet. The accredited spokesmen of the church will 
prove again their title to the love of the people by 
voting against the Welsh bill, just as they voted 
against the abolition of slavery and the slave trade, 
against the reform of the penal code, the reform of 
Parliament, Catholic emancipation, the civil liberty 
of dissenters, and almost every other measure 
which marks the political and moral progress of 
the century.” This is certainly not flattering to 
the English church, but the explanation is quickly 
found—it is the truth. 


ag 
Referring to some of Colonel Ingersoll’s obser- 
vations on the Bible story of Elijah and Elisha, the 
Charleston (S. C.) News and Courier remarks: 
** Colonel Ingersoll ean only understand a prophet like 
himself, who follows prophesying for the profit that is in 


it, and caters to human opposition to religious restraint 
to make that profit more surə and great." 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps, in notie- 
ing this, will pay partieular attention to the remark 
about “human opposition to religious restraint”; 
show that religion is concerned first to restrain 
freedom of investigation, and that belief has al- 
ways, until very recently (and is even now with most 
religionists), been held to be the primary and one 
indispensable virtue. - All crimes may be forgiven, 
but the theological offense of blasphemy against 


the holy ghost merits and will receive the punish- 
ment of eternal torture. This affords a good op- 
portunity to maks a courteous statement of the 
fundamental principles of Freethought as con- 
trasted with the dogmas and history of the church. 

** The law of one day in seven, which God stamped on 
man when he created him, caunot be violated without 
evil consequences "— Rev, J. A. Marquis. 

Please prove your major premis. Did “God” 
stamp a seventh-day Sabbath on man? If 80, how 
comes it that tribes in different parts of the world 
hav four-day weeks and five-day weeks and six-day 
weeks and ten-day weeks? How comes it that the 
Jews, a8 nearly as we can judge by the Bible, while 
they had a monthly moon festival or day of rest 
from time immemorial, did not hav a weekly Sabbath 
until after the return of those who had been in cap- 
tivity among the Babylonians? Why does Mr. 
Marquis utterly ignore the natural origin of the 
week in the phases of the moon? Does he wish us 
to believe that he is ignorant of these facts or does 
he not care what intelligent men and women think 
concerning his mental honesty? 


The Boston Traveller remarks : 


t There is said to be a law in this state making it an 
oftense to giv away au object or thing as an inducement 
to purchase other things; for example, to giv away a piot- 
ure with every certain amouut of other things purchased. 
There was once a law which made it au offense for a man 
to kiss his wife on Sunday, but was strangely silent about 
kiesing some other man’s wife. Many a man still living 
can remember when it was not permissible to open the 
theaters in Boston on Saturday evenings, and there was 
a law to punish auy dissipated individual found smoking 
on the street. Some of these fautastic old legal freaks 
hav been done away with, but there are some communi- 
ties which, like some iudividuals, require an uuconscion- 
able time to get wide awake." 

Yes, all that is true, and, unfortunately, it is also 
true that during the last thirty years we hav put 
twenty “fantastic new legal freaks” on the statute 
books for every “fantastic old legal freak” that we 
hav taken off, and the insane work has apparently 
only just begun. 

——— ri 

The Sundayites of York, Pa., sent a telegram to 
the Pennsylvania legislature warning that body that 
“three hundred and fifty Christian Endeavorers of 
[the] First Presbyterian Church, York, protest 
against the enactment of laws permitting Sabbath 
desecration. Psalms xeiv, 20." The proposed law 
that the Sabbatarians were fulminating against was 
one to permit the publication and sale of papers 
on Sunday, so they hurled at the heads of the Sena- 
tors this Bible text: «Shall the throne of iniquity 
hav fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by 
a law?” We do not quite see the applicability of 
the text, for the interrogativ form seems to suggest 
that the “throne of iniquity” will not hav fellow- 
ship with those who frame “mischief by a law.” 
Messrs. Theocrats, you had better be careful how 
you handle that two-edged sword, the Bible; it 
takes a very skilful fencer to wield it without cut- 
ting himself worse than he does his antagonist. 
Besides, you hav no business to threaten American 
law-makers with the vengeance of RT foreign power, 
malign or beneficent. 


Col. John A. Cockerill, correspondent in Japan 
of the New York Herald, says in one of his descrip- 
tiv letters from Tokio to that paper: 

** But incongruities must be looked for here, The in- 
candescent light swings in front of the moldy Buddhist 
temple; the flare-sovered bull is led in barbaric proces- 
sion past gaudy modern shops; the tram-car driver hoots 
the half-naked coolie in his primitiv cart in the streets of 
the capital, and telegraph wires enter the sacred precinota 
of a monarch who holds that he is of divine origin. On 
all hands feudal stupidity jostles modern methods and 
ideas.” 

We all know how it is, for the same state of af- 
fairs prevails in this country. Incandescent and 
are lights swing in front of Christian temples whose 
creeds are as moldy as the walls of the Buddhist 
temples of Japan, and telegraph wires run into: 
Covenanter convention halls where men sre met to 
plot for the overthrow of the republic and the es- 
tablishment of an empire whose mikado is to be a 
god said to hav been murdered in Palestine some 
two thousand years ago, and who was so ignorant 
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that he believed in demoniacal possession and did 
not know the shape of the earth which he, as a third 
part of the creator, had made. Yes, “on all hands 
feudal stupidity jostles modern methods and ideas.” 
We thank you, Colonel Cockerill, for the aptly de- 
seriptiv expression. i 


The Portland (Me.) Sunday Zelegram is some- 
what anxious concerning the possible outcome of 
ihe revival in progress in that city. It says that 
“the last great religious awakening” which oc- 
curred in Portland “ was followed by the discovery 
of a shortage of nearly a quarter of a million of 
dollars in the accounts of Cashier Gould, who had 
been largely instrumental in bringing Mr. Moody 
to awaken people to a realizing sense of their 
spiritual shortcomings,” and this lapse was “ speed- 
ily followed by that of another equally good man 
who, like himself, enjoyed the confidence of church- 
men and bank directors.” The Telegram is slightly 
assured by the fact that in the present instance the 
defaleations began before the inauguration of the 
revival under the direction of Mr. Mills, two “truly 
good men” having been discovered and taken their 
departure for pastures new. 

PES 

Some years ago the Supreme Court of the United 
States asserted in an obiter dictum that “this is a 
Christian nation.” Since that time the court has 
had a very warm place in the affections of the Sab- 
batarians and other theocrats. They never tire of 
quoting the * decision " and. praising the court for 
its “far-sighted statesmanship.” But they must 
hav felt queer when they got up last Monday 
morning and read in the papers of that date (print- 
ed on Sunday) that this same ideal Supreme Court 
had held a session on “the Sabbath” for the pur- 
pose of considering the income tax suits. Such 
* profanation” of the Sabbath by the Supreme 
Court is a very rare occurrence, but that fact will 
not make the sting of the present horrible desecra- 
tion any the less sharp and irritating. What Dr. 
Stevenson, Dr. McAllister, the two Rev. Mr. Georges, 
and Governor Greenhalge will do about it we are 
not at present advised. They may try impeachment 
proceedings in the next Congress.. We extend to 
them our heartfelt commiseration ; it 2s too bad to 


hav one’s idols behave in such a scandalous manner. 
——9——— 


The Superior (Wis.) Leader admits that the pres- 
ent exemption of church property is a relic of the 
former union of church and state, but it thinks that 
* those who are so vigorously opposed to any ves- 
tige of that union as to want to tax the mortgaged 
edifice of a poor church society are altogether too 
particular on that point." Does the Leader know 
of any good reason why the mortgaged. church of 
the poor congregation should be exempt while the 
mortgaged homes of its poor members and of 
other poor .people are taxed? The paper quoted 
from says that logically, the next step would be 
to make the poor preacher pay an annual license for 
the privilege of preaching in the church building.” 
Well, will you tell us why, if other professional men 
and those engaged in business are compelled to pay 
a license tax, the clergymen should be exempt from 
that tax? On what principle would you grant him 

| special favors? He receives pay for performing 


the marriage ceremony, and the couple he marries. 


pay for a license as well—where would be the in- 
justice in compelling him to pay for a license? Is 
he of a higher order of creation, to be borne free 
on the shoulders of those beneath him? The poor 
teamster who moves his household goods has to 
take out and pay for a license—why should not the 
preacher be required to do the same? If sucha 
tax is equitable in the one case it is equitable in 
both. 


In the Methodist Conference in Salem, Mass., on 
April 7, Rev. Dr. Lansing made a speech in which 
he accused President Cleveland of intemperance. 
In a subsequent interview he reiterated his offensiv 
remarks. The president has unwisely chosen to giv 
the fellow notoriety by noticing his charge. In an 
interview he says: l 

** This is simply an outrage. Though it is not the first 
time a thing of this kind has been attempted, I cannot 
avoid a feeling of indignation that any man who makes 


any claim to decency, and especially any one who as- 
sumes the rôle of a Christian minister, should permit 
himself to become a disseminator of wholesale lies and 
calumnies not less stupid than they are cruel and wicked.” 


We should suppose that President Cleveland 
would hav known the nature of the genus clergy- 
man better than to be surprised at the dissemina- 
tion of “wholesale lies. and calumnies” by one of 
them. Of course he is a good Presbyterian him- 
self, but this should not wholly blind him to plain 
facts. Does he not know, for instance, that thou- 
sands and thousands of ministers hav given them- 
selvs to the circulation of “wholesale lies and 
calumnies not less stupid than they are cruel and 
wicked.” about Thomas Paine and Voltaire? Does 
he not know how they defame living Infidels and 
radical reformers? Did he never hear of Rev. A. C. 
Dixon’s outrageous assaults upon Colonel Ingersoll? 
The president remarks that he is glad “for the 
sake of the Christian religion that these scandal- 
mongering ministers are few.” But théy are not 
few; why the president thinks they are is because 
not many of them hav openly attacked him. When 
a representativ of the press asked the Rev. Mr. Lan- 
sing for his authorities for the statement he had 
made regarding the president he drew himself up 
into Puritanie rigidity and loftily answered: «I 
never talk with reporters on Sunday.” As the 
World remarks, this is sickening cant. It is all 
right, it seems, to make grave charges against aman 
on Sunday, but when it comes to giving the author- 
ity for the accusation it is discovered to be wicked 
to discuss secular affairs on the Sabbath. A very 
convenient dodge, indeed. Now Mr. Lansing has 
“apologized” for his statement at Salem in a letter 
to the papers which is more insulting than the 
original slander. 


How the Sunday-Sabbatarians do squirm to get 
out of the dilemma in which they are placed by the 
Bible and the Saturday-Sabbatarians! A corre- 
spondent of the Christian Statesman writes to that 
theocratic sheet: “If you can refer us to anything 
in the Bible for Sunday as strong as the Fourth 
commandment is for Saturday, I would be pleased 
to see it." Whereupon the editor replies: 

“The Fourth commandment is ‘strong’ for neither 
Saturday nor Sunday. It is strong for ‘the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God.’ The institution for rest and worship 
of one day in seven or the seventh day is that for which 
the Fourth commandment has its place in the Decalog. 
A mere day cannot be a sign between God and his people. 
The institution of the Sabbath, & day religiously kept 
and honored as a day of rest and worship, issuch a sign." 


If it is true—which it is not —that the Bible does 
not particularize the day that is to be kept as the 
Sabbath, by what authority do the Sabbatarians 
presume to dictate to the people what day they shall 
observe? If God has not specified the day to be 
observed, why should they? Are they wiser and 
more punctilious than their God? If a day “ relig- 
iously kept and honored " is the sign between “ God 
and his people,” why are there Adventists in the 
jails of Tennessee and Arkansas because they hav 
“religiously kept and honored" Saturday instead 
of Sunday? They hav kept and honored “a” day, 
and that is all that is required, according to the 
Statesman itself.. The editor concludes his answer 
with these words: : i 

‘‘The law of the Sabbath as embodied in the Fourth 
commandment and in man’s nature is immutable law for 


man because it is universally and perpetually the same 
for all men in every part of the world." ^ 


No doubt, then, the editor of the Statesman and 
his associates in the Sabbatarian work would not in 
the least object if the Adventists, having become a 
majority in some state, Pennsylvania, for. instance, 
should proceed to enact precisely the same laws to 
enforce the observance of Saturday as the Sabbath 
that the theocrats are now trying to enact to compel 
the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath! It could 
not possibly make any difference to them, according 
to Dr. McAllister’s argument, for he distinctly says 
that the Fourth commandment does not prescribe 
the day but merely the institution and that “a day 
religiously kept and honored as a day of rest and 
worship” is the essential thing. We are of the 
opinion that by the time our Adventist brethren get 
done with Dr. McAllister he will heartily wish he 
had made some other answer to his correspondent. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz Tauru SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSORIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year. sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FazETHINKER'S ProroriaL Text-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS) 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer for one month: Send us 
three dollars for. the paper one year, and we will 
send you free the Picrortat Tuxt-Boox. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S PICTORIAL 
Tzxr-Boor were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church's 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of F'ucts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The L esigns are by Warson Hxsrox 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity's 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, T. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rive DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now wə are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 

SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as 
sertion that nothing hke it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again. be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
Signer is à wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subseriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year.. 
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PREPARED BUT NOT DELIVERED. 


Address of Adolph Bierck, Esq., to 
the Legislative Committee. 


IN BEHALF OF THE UNCHURCHED MULTITUDE 


* The Truth Seeker's? Attorney, Who Was Not 
Granted the Promised Hearing, Presents 
His Compliments and His Written Argument 
for Repeal of Sunday Laws to the Commit- 
tee to Whom the Petition Was Referred. 


New York, April 2. 1895. 

Hon. Lampert B. KERN, Chairman of Excise Commit- 
tee, Assembly Chamber, Albany, N. Y., Dear Sir: Ata 
recent meeting of the Excise Committee, at which a public 
hearing was held upon the bills relativ to a more liberal 
legislativ enactment regarding the liquor trade, I had 
the honor to attend as the representativ of the New York 
TRUTH SEEKER and of the great mass which is unattached 
to any religioussect, in whose behalf 1 expected to hav the 
pleasure of addressing you. You may, perhaps, recall 
that we met some time before the hearing, and that I was 
promised ample opportunity to be heard. I now learn 
that there wili be no further public hearing and that our 
side of the question will be left without adequate repre- 
sentation. 

I cannot censure the committee for determining not to 
undergo again the ordeal to which it was then subjected 
by the great array of orthodox talent which formed so 
large a part of the gathering that crowded the assembly 
chamber, There was presented to you, on that occasion, 
such & mass Of irrelevant argument that I believe your 
committee, as well as everyone interested in excise re- 
form, left the chamber with the conviction that the real 
issue had been most effectually obscured by the interjec- 
tion into your deliberations of a bitter. religions discus- 
sion. In anticipation of such a movement, I was selected 
to brush away the obscuring clouds and to bring back to 
your consideration the real aspects which the question 
presents. As lawyers familiar with the principtes that 
underlie the constitutions of our national and state gov- 
ernments, we are well aware that no legislation whatso- 
ever is permissible in the interests of any particular re- 
ligious sect or agglomeration of religious sects, and it is 
to this point in particular that I desire to address myself 
in the memorial which I respectfully beg leave to submit 
to your consideration and that of your committee. I do 
not feel that I am at fault in seeking to expose the useless- 
ress and fallacy of the many arguments that were pre- 
sented before you, because of the exaggeration and arro- 
gant manner in which it was claimed that the particular 
religious sects represented were entitled to demand legis- 
lation from the honorable body of which you are mem- 
bers, to maintain what is purely and simply a religious 
observance. I hay the honor to subscribe myself, 

Very respectfully yours, ADOLPH BiEROE, JR. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, AND GENTLEMEN oF THE Excise} 


Commirrze: On behalf of those who are unattached 
to any sectarian body of men or women bound by 
the ties of ceremonial religion, I ask your indulg- 
ence for a few moments that I may advert to some 
considerations bearing with the utmost directness 
upon the subject which has been referred to you by 
the honorable body of which you are members. 

The people on whose behalf I address you are, if 
we divide our voting population upon the basis of 
belief or non-belief in a revealed religion, two-thirds 
of the whole number. A few weeks ago a Christian 
minister undertook by the study of statistics to as- 
certain the relativ voting strength of the churched 
and unchurched elements, and such was the result 
of his investigation; and I believe that on the part 
of the unattached, if I may use the word, nothing 
fairer can be done than to accept his figures. 

NOT A QUESTION OF RELIGION. 

There is a growing attempt, not only by those 
who frame laws in legislatures, but also by those who 
are responsible for what is termed judicial legisla- 
tion, to inject into our political consciousness the 
element of religious conscience, which, we hardly 
need point out, is a fruitful source of discord. I 
do not come here to talk against any creed, any 
sect, or any religion. Nor do I come here to urge 
upon you the recommendation of any legislation in 
support of any particular group of notions concern- 
ing theology or religion; for were you, gentlemen, 
to permit a discussion of the question before you 
upon such a basis, you might hav arguments poured 
in upon you gleaned from all the authorities from 
St. Thomas Aquinas to Dr. McGlynn, from Plato to 
Henry George, from Moses to Felix Adler, from 
Socrates to Herbert Spencer, from Galileo to Hux- 
ley, from Martin Luther to Colonel Ingersoll, and 
from John Knox to Dr. Parkhurst; and if life were 
spared to enough of you gentlemen to vote, it is 
beyond doubt that there would be a minority report. 

The question before you is not one of religion or 
of irreligion. You hav no moreright to recommend 
to the legislature a bill in favor of opening the sa. 


loons on Sunday for the benefit of the orthodox 
than you hav to recommend & bill in favor of clos- 
ing them for the benefit of the heathens, Infidels, 
Liberals, Jews, Seventh-Day Adventists and Bap- 
tists, or by whatever name you choose to call the 
great mass of the unattached. And right here let 
me say that nine out of ten of our orthodox friends 
will tell you that they do not urge Sabbath legisla- 
tion for themselvs, but for the unsaved. Their 
people are secure; church ordinance is enough for 
them; itis the great mass outside the fold whom 
they want to reach. That is, the minority want to 
legislate for the great majority. But should our 
orthodox friends say it is not for the unbeliev- 
ers alone that they want Sabbath laws, but also to 
keep their own adherents in line, then I say that 
you are asked to legislate for the benefit of a par- 
ticular religious establishment, and that the bill of 
rights and the constitution of the state of New 
York forbid you to do it. The moment a religion 
calls upon the state to enforce its dogmas or aid its 
propaganda it confesses that it has abandoned the 
sanctions of conscience to seek the support of human 
law. It has forsworn conviction and kissed the 
hand of. tyranny. 
THE FIRST DEAL BETWEEN CEURCH AND STATE. 

When Ohristianity was planted in Rome the im- 
perial constitution prescribed a religion of polythe- 
ism as the state religion. The different nationalities 
in the provinces were permitted to retain their own 
forms of worship, but the law required that they 
should recognize the imperator as the head of all 
religions by virtue of his office as Pontifex Maxi- 
mus, and it required not only that they should do 
homage to the living Cæsar, but they must worship 
the images of the dead ones. The Christians, rec- 
ognizing only one god, refused to do this. They 
broke the law of the state, and under that constitu- 
tion the early Christian persecutions were but legal 
prosecutions. But state persecution for opinion's 
sake only fed the flame that lit the way for highest 
talent and independent thought to rally round the 
standard of the new faith. By the time of Constan- 
tine the Christian church had absorbed within its 
ranks all that was best to upbuild the state, and he 
found tbat if he could not stamp it out he might 
make it his tool. Remember, he was a pagan and a 
murderer. Anopportune miracle, a vision, wherein 
he saw the cross upon the arching skies, con- 
verted him. He acknowledged his conversion, or 
asserted it, and the Christian clergy recognized him 
as emperor by the grace of God upon the same 
principle of legitimacy that the church had devel- 
oped in its own autonomy, and he in return gave to 
the Ohristian clergy jurisdiction over all questions 
of social organization. 

Such were the terms of the first deal between 
church and state. Mark the results: From the 
time of the disruption of the Roman empire, after 
the death of Charles the Great, science, literature, 
and the arts were buried in the tenebre of the dark 
ages. Not merely was it a period of retrogression 
from the civilization of the Roman emperors, but it 
was a period of the obliteration of all that the gen- 
ius and the inquiring mind of man had developed 
from the era of the culmination of the civilization 
of Egypt to the golden age of Augustus. We are 
told that the spark of progress was kept alive by 
the monks and ecclesiastics, but it was never per- 
mitted to kindle into a flame which might shed its 
light upon the world. The blood spilt in the holy 
wars, the countless tortures and persecutions in the 
name of religion, the dense ignorance and fanati- 
cism which made such things possible, were all the 
legitimate outcome of the domination of the state 
by the church. Shakspere tells us that the evil 
men do livs after them, and that the good is oft in- 
terred with their bones; and so had it been with 
the ecclesiastics had not the spark they preserved 
kindled the torch of the Reformation. But the 
lorch-bearers were heretics. 

SUNDAY ESTABLISHED. 

The first official recognition of the first day was 
that of Constantine, whose edict, A.D., 321 forbade 
the performance of all work on Sunday. Next the 
Theodosian Code prohibited the prosecution of 
suits and public business on Sunday. Then came 
the three canons of the church which prohibited, 
in A p. 517, 895, 932, the holding of pleas and ad- 
judging of cases on Sunday. Yet the edict of 
Constantine and the legislation of the church was 
not universal for the church literature contains 
numberless authorities that prove that its observ- 
ance was riddled with exceptions. Not until the 
twelfth century was Sunday called the Christian 
Sabbath, but in 1201, St. Eustace appeared with a 
parchment purporting to hav been written by God 
in heaven and laid upon the altar of St. Simeon in 
Jerusalem. Pope Innocent III. gave it the papal 
sanction. Among other things this divine decree 
contained the following: 


By my right hand, I swear uuto you that if you do not 
observe the Lord's day, I will send unto you the pagan 
nations that they may slay you. * Iwill open the 
heavens, and for rain I will rain upon you stones and 
wood and hot water in the night, that no one may take 
precautions against the same, and that so I may destroy 
all wicked men. * I will send unto you beasts that 
hav the heads of lions, the hair of women, the tails of 
camels, and they shall be so ravenous that they shall de- 
vour your flesh, and you shall long to flee away and hide 
yourselvs for fear of the beasts. 

Christ said: * What man shall there be among 
you that shall hav one sheep, and if it fall into a 
pit on the Sabbath day will he not lay hold on it and 
lift it out. How much, then, is man better than a 
sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the 
Sabbath days” (Matthew xii, 11, 12). 

Who ever asked, except from an ecclesiastic, the 
right to do wrong on any day? “As regards the 
Sabbath, or Sunday, there is no necessity of keep- 
ing it" (Michelet's Life of Luther, bk. 4, ch. ii). «If 
anywhere the day is made holy for the mere day's 
sake—if anywhere anyone sets up its observance on 
& Jewish foundation—then I order you to work on 
it, to dance on it, to ride on it, to feast on it, to do 
anything that shall reprove this encroachment on 
the Christian spirit of liberty" (Luther's Table 
Talk) To the same effect is Melanchthon, the 
friend and aid of Luther. (Augsburg Confession.) 

: PURITAN INFLUENOE. 

It was the work of the Puritans to crush out 
from the Sabbath all ideas of public liberty. Even 
King. James, whose translation of the Bible we now 
use, appreciated the fact that Sunday of necessity 
must bea day of recreation for the people, and in 
his “Book of Sports,” published in 1618, he set 
forth such games and amusements as were permis- 
sible on Sunday. The Puritans, however, who 
came to this country for the very purpose of wor- 
shiping God after the dictates of their own con- 
sciences, without interference from the state, were 
the very ones to perpetuate in the land of freedom 
which they peopled the same tyranny against which 
they had rebelled at home. It was they who pro- 
cured the enactment of laws making it a misde- 
meanor to do almost anything on Sunday except 
walk reverentially to and from church. In the city 
of Boston an iron cage was kept wherein Sabbath- 
breakers were confined and exhibited as culprits to 
the public. In one instance three Quaker women, 
for some trivial offense, were convicted of Sabbath- 
breaking, and on a cold December day were tied 
behind a cart, stripped to the waist, and publicly 
whipped through the streets of Boston and Rox- 
bury, staining the snow with the drops of blood 
which fell from their lacerated bodies. The blue 
laws of the dominion of New Haven contain the 
following: ** No one shall travel, cook victuals, make 
bread, sweep houses, cut hair, or shave on the Sab- 
bath day; no one shall cross a river on Sunday but 
an authorized clergyman; no one shall kiss his wife, 
her husband, or child on the Sabbath or on fasting 
days. The Sabbath day shall commence at sunset 
on Saturday.” 

SURVIVING BLUE LAWS. 

We of the present day, accustomed to the enjoy- 
ment of a broader liberty, hold up our hands in 
horror at such tyrannical enactments, yet I will 
show you that there are upon our statute books 
laws which, under the interpretation placed upon 
them by our courts, intrench upon the individual 
liberty of our citizens quite as much. When the 
constitution of the state of New York was enacted 
in 1777, the framers thought that they had forever 
secured to the people of this state absolute and 
complete freedom of conscience; that they had 
secured absolute liberty to the votaries of any and 
all religions, their free exercise without interference 
of the state. The constitutional enactment is: * The 
free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession 
and worship, without discrimination or preference, 
shall forever be allowed in this state for all man- 
kind, and no person shall be rendered incompetent 
as a witness on account of his opinions on matters 
of religious belief; but the liberty of conscience 
hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse 
acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsist- 
ent with the peace and safety of the state.” 

The Constitution of the United States forbids it 
government the establishment of any state religion, 
and secures within its territories entire freedom 
for the individual. 

It would seem that these provisions were ample 
protection, that they would be sufficient to secure 
to the citizen the broadest liberty of conscience, 
that they forbade, at the very threshold, the idea of 
an established religion over which could be thrown 
the mantle of state protection ; it would seem that 
these provisions must forbid all legislativ discrimi- 
nation on behalf of one religion against another ; 
it would seem that these provisions must hav se- 
cured to the idividuals perfect equality before the 


law in matters which touched the conscience; but 
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what was the interpretation placed upon these pro- 
visions by the judiciary? 

The great Chancellor Kent, whose name is ven- 

_ erated by every member of the legal profession, in 
the case of People vs. Ruggles, 8 Johnson, 291, 
maintained that the Christian religion was the es- 
tablished religion of the state of New York, and 
that one who, in the exercise of the freedom of 
speech believed to hav been guaranteed him by 
the constitution, had the temerity of denying the 
dootrins of the divinity of Christ and the miracu- 
lous conception, was guilty of an offense against 
that religion which was punishable under the 
laws of the state of New York. 

In the case of Lindenmuller vs. the People, 38 
Barb., 548, the Supreme Court affirmed and ap- 
proved the opinion of Chancellor Kent in the case 
just cited, and reaffirmed that the Christian relig- 
ion was the established religion of the state of New 
York, and the court says: 


Different denominations of Christians are recognized, 
but this does not detract from the force of the recogni- 
tion of God as the only proper object of religious wor- 
ship, and the Christian religion as the religion of the peo- 
ple, which it was not intended to destroy but to maintain. 
The public peace and the public welfare are greatly de- 
pendent upon the protection of the religion of the coun- 
try, and the defending and punishing of offenses against 
it, and acts wantonly committed subversiv of it. The 
Constitution does not secure the same regard to the re- 
ligion of Mohammed and the Grand Lama as to that of 
our Savior; the Constitution does not prohibit the 
courts or legislature from regarding the Christian relig- 
ion as the religion of the people, as distinguished from 
the false religions of the world. `’ 

Yet the constitution, which is the supreme au- 
thority in a court of law, uses the language, “ with- 
out discrimination or preference.” The court then 
goes on to say: “ And further, that if we giv every 
one his natural rights, or what are claimed as natu- 
ral rights, the list of civil offenses will be confined 
to those aets which are mala in se, and a man may 
go naked through the streets, establish houses of 
prostitution ad libitum, and keep a faro bank on 
every street corner”! Which offenses the learned 
judge considers merely mala prohibita, or crimes 
merely by force of statute. 

OTHER BARBARISMS. 

What, then, is the position of the Jew in the eye 
of the law? And incidentally the question rises in 
my mind, Who pays the taxes on the bulk of the 
property that lines the chief artery of travel in the 
city of New York? Were I called upon to institute 
a search for the lost tribes of Israel, I should go to 
seek my first clue in Broadway. 

And what has the legislature done in order to 
secure the civil liberty of our citizens? The laws 
of 1848, 1 R. S., 675, Sec. 70, provided that no one 
should travel on Sunday unless in the case of char- 
ity or necessity, or in going to or from some church 
or place of worship within a distance of twenty 
miles, or in going for medical aid or for medicins 
and returning, or in visiting the sick and returning, 
or in carrying the mail of the United States, or in 
going express by order of some public officer, nor 
should there.be any servil labor or working on that 
day, unless done by persons who kept Saturday as 
a holy time. 

In 1862 the Court of Appeals declared that a con- 
tract for the publication of an advertisment in a 
Sunday paper was void. (Smith vs. Wilcox, 24, N. 
Y., 353.) And not until nine years afterward did the 
legislature wipe out this anomaly by permitting the 
publication of Sunday papers, and the enforcement 
of contracts in relation to the same. (Laws of 1871, 
ch. 702.) 

In 1866 the Supreme Court of this state held 
that the owner of a horse and carriage could not 
recover for its hire if used in illegal traveling on 
Sunday. The operation of railway trains, street 
cars, and public conveyances has been a matter 
the necessity of which it has taken our courts years 
to decide. In Pennsylvania we hav a conviction of 
a culprit who drove an omnibus on Sunday. In 
Indiana one who carried pleasure seekers to a pic- 
nie was convicted. Later, in Pennsylvania, it took 
three judges, much argument, and page upon page 
of opinion, to determin that the operation of rail- 
way trains on Sunday was a necessity and ought 
not to be inhibited; but the court seems to be 
ashamed of its decision, for it bases it upon the be- 
neficent effects to be derived from the operation of 
public conveyances on Sunday, particularly to the 


poorer classes, and on the fact that people use the | 


roads in going to church. 

In the case of Carroll against the Staten Island 
Railroad (58 N. Y., 126), which arose out of the 
injury done to Carroll by the blowing up, through 
negligence, of the boiler of the ferryboat West- 
field, it was brought out on his cross-examination 
that he was traveling merely for the purpose of rec- 
reation and enjoying the fresh air; that he was not 
going to church nor coming from it; that he was 


not going to visit & sick friend nor going for the 
doctor, nor to buy drugs, but simply for the pur- 
pose of enjoying * God's fresh air.” Upon these 
facts the trial court, the Supreme Court, and the 
Court of Appeals, found that he was a criminal and a 


| law-breaker, and revovery for his injuries was re- 


sisted on the ground that his contract with the rail- 
road company was illegal and he himself a violator 
of the law. The case went to the Court of Appeals, 
and that court declared that although he was a 
violator of the law and his contract with the com- 
pany illegal, yet the carrier owed him the same 
duty as though he were legally traveling, upon the 
theory that its obligation to the passenger rests not 
upon the contract of carriage, but upon the general 
liability of a carrier. : 
PALLIATI NS OF INJUSTICE. 

But these Sunday statutes hav little by little be- 
come riddled by exceptions. 'The conditions of 
modern life hav undergone such changes as to ren- 
der, even for the most devout, the strict observance 
of Sunday not merely irksome but impossible. 

The provision which exempts Jews, Seventh-Day 
Adventists, and other persons who hold another day 
holy and observe it as such, if read in conjunction 
with the statute, imposes upon the citizen the obli- 
gation of observing a religious ceremonial—if he 
does not hold Sunday as ho'y he must hold some 
other day once each week. It needs no argument 
to show that such laws affect the conscience and 
force religious ceremonial of some kind upon the 
individual, and so abridge cr deny that freedom of 
conscience which we fondly believe is guaranteed us 
by the law of the land. Freedom of conscience 
means not merely the right to worship God after 
our own manner, but it means that in matters of 
belief and worship the individual shall hav complete 
liberty, and that the only law which shall affect him 
is that of his own conviction and conscience, and 
that the only limitation upon this freedom is that, 


in his religious observance, he shall not offend: 


against the laws of morality or decency. Sic utere 
tuum ut non alienum ledas—that he shall so exer- 
cise his own rights as not to injure another—is the 
fundamental doctrin of all civil liberty. 

i DUTY OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

When we find upon our statute books or in the 
judge-made laws of our state, provisions which are 
hostil to and subversiv of the principles laid down 
in the fundamental law of the land, it is the duty 
of the legislature to repeal those statutes and wipe 
out those decisions, and to write upon our statute 
books laws that can be enforced with the consent 
of a majority of the people and laws that are in 
accord with the great principles that underlie our 
constitution. 

Nothing new is asked of the legislature when it 


is urged to expunge the unjust, discriminating, and 


manifestly unconstitutional Sunday laws. No less 
an authority than Judge Cooley holds that they are 
obnoxious to the constitution in so far as they en- 
force the observance of asecond Sabbath. He says: 
* The Jew who is forced to respect the first day of 
the week, when his conscience requires of him the 
observance of the seventh also, may plausibly urge 
that the law discriminates against his religion, and 
by forcing him to keep a second Sabbath in each 
week, unjustly, though by indirection, punishes him 
for his belief. It appears to us that if the benefit to 
the individual is alone to be considered, the argu- 
ment which he may make who has already observed 
the seventh day of the week, is unanswerable.” 
(Cooley's Const. Lim. 6th Ed., 584; Cinn. vs. Rice, 
15 O., 225; Canton vs. Nist, 9 O., St. 439) ; 
In Ohio Judge Thurman, in upholding the law 

which prescribe a day of rest, says (Broom vs. 
Richards, 2 O., St. 391): * But it is nevertheless true 
that the power to make the law rests in the legisla- 


tiv control over things temporal and not over things | 


spiritual. We are to regard the statute under con- 
sideration as & mere municipal or police regulation 
whose validity is neither strengthened nor weakened 
by the fact that the day of rest it enjoins is the Sab- 
bath day. Regarding it merely as an exer- 
tion of legislativ authority, the act would hav had 


neither more nor less validity had any other day been 


adopted.” (Citing Charleston vs. Benjamin, 2 Strobh., 
508; 49 Am. Doc. 608, Specht vs. The Com., 8 Pa., 
St. 312; 49 Am. Doc. 518; Warner vs. Smith, 8 
Conn., 14.) 
A CALIFORNIAN DECISION. 

The constitution of California contains the same 
provision as our own. The act of 1858 of that 
state prohibiting the doing of certain things on 
Sunday which are lawful on other days is discussed 
by the Supreme Court of that state in Ex-parte 
Newman, 9 Cal., 502, and the court says that the 
act of April, 1858, for the better observance of the 
Sabbath is in conflict with the constitution and 
therefore void; that the constitution, when it for- 
bids discrimination or preferenge in religion, does 


of the others. 
extends to every individual or to none; it is the in- 
dividual that is intended to be protected. Every 
citizen has the right to vote and worship as. he 
pleases without having his motivs impeached in any 
tribunal of the state. 
to be compelled by the legislature to do any affirm- 
ativ religious act, or to refrain from doing anything 
because it violates simply a religious principle or 
observance, the act is unconstitutional. 
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noi mean merely to guarantee toleration, but relig- 
ious liberty in its fullest sense, .and a perfect 
equality without distinction between religious sects; — 
that the enforced observance of a day held sacred 


by one of these sects is a discrimination in favor of 


that sect and a violation of the religious freedom 
The protection of the constitution 


When the citizen is sought 


In the consideration of the bills presented to 


your committee you are confronted with questions 
which hav no religious bearings whatsoever. 
you are dealing with in this question of Sunday 
opening is economies, pure and simple. 
penditure of wealth for liquor, in excess, has been; 
from the birth of political economy as a science, 


What 
The ex- 


admitted to be unproductiv consumption. 

One of the chiefest ends of the state is that of 
the regulation of the distribution of wealtb, and in 
the exercise of its police power for that purpose, 


there is no function more legitimate, more praise- 


worthy, than the protection of the citizens against 
vice and crime. If it has been found expedient and 


necessary to limit the traffic of liquors, it has been 


found so not because of the religious beliefs of one 
set of people, or those of another, but because of 
the needs of the entire people irrespectiv or religion. 

There still remain upon our statute books a col- 


lection of laws that are obsolete and survivals of an 


age and a social organism that has been left far 
behind in the march of modern progress. There 
can be nothing more menacing to the purity of the 
administrativ body which comes in direct contact 
with the mass of the people than the retention in 
our code of laws of statutes against whose enforce- 
ment the popular will is arrayed. There is no more 
fruitful source of blackmail, and it seems hardly 
necessary to refer to the recent disclosures which 
hav caused more than one department in the mu- 
nieipal administration of our own metropolis to 
to become an object of publie suspicion and judicial 
investigation. 
WHAT SUNDAY SHOULD BE. 

If it is detrimental to the best interests of the 
masses to permit the sale of certain goods on the 
first day of the week because it is the day of rest, 
recreation—or idleness, if you choose-—then we 
maintain that the same argument applies with equal 
force to every other legal holiday in the calendar. 
A cataract of oratory and invectiv was at a recent 
hearing of your committee turned upon your de- 
fenseless heads, urging upon you the passage of leg- 
islation for purposes clearly beyond the province of 
your legislature and which are expressly forbidden 
in the Constitution. I would not for one instant 
argue for the deprivation of the laborer and of every 
one else of his day of rest. "That it is his indisput- 
able right to enjoy it if he so desires must be admit- 
ted; and if you,in the exercise of your control over 
the relations between employer and employee, do 
not secure these rights and benefits, you fail in your 
duties to those whom you represent. But make it 
a holiday in its truest sense, make it a day of rest 
and a day of recreation; wipe. out those old fossilized 
blue laws that make criminals of those that seek to 
enjoy on their holiday that which nature provides; 
let them who wish & blue Sunday observe it as blue 
as indigo, but do not permit this small minority to" 
compel the majority to sacrifice their legitimate and 
innocent pleasures or be law-breakers, sneaks, or 
hypocrits. Respectfully submitted, 

Aporru Birncx, Jn. 


The will of God, which is the alleged source of 
the moral concepts of Christianity, is all things to 
all men. Every vicious persecutor in the past found 
deep inspiration in seeking to enforce what he con- 
ceived to be the “will of God” Numberless relig~ 
ious wars—in fact, religion has been the chief 
cause of wars—hav been purposely waged to vin- 
dicate the supposed wish of the Almighty. Yet 
what is the “will of God?” It is still unsettled and 
undefined. A huge multitude of discordant voices 
are daily fervently yelling a host of mutually de- 
struetiv definitions. But there is nothing explained 
or even simplified. The untrained imagination of 
the Bible believer is productiv of only a confused 
medley of superstitious notions. Each little igno- 
rant country parson, with the greatest of assurance, 
carries with case in his cranium the original and 
true version of the Almighty’s intentions and de- 
signs. May the Lord come quickly and proclaim 
to the world a genuinly authorized program !— 
Truth Seeker (Bradford, Eng ). 
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Observations. 


The judges of the U.S. Supreme Court are prob- 
ably Episcopalians, for in their decision on the 
constitutionaliby of the income tax law they hav done 
that which they ought not to hav done, and hav left 
undone that which they ought to hav done. Be- 
tween their sins of commission and their crimes of 
omission, there is no health in them. For if there is 
anything that could justify this extra-constitutional 
tax it is the fact that there are men who liv above 
labor on the rents of land which they neither culti- 
vate nor occupy and upon the interest of their 
investments in publie securities. But these men, 
residents and aliens alike, are exempted by the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court, while the captains of 
industry, those who work for their money, who giv 
employment to labor, and who are of appreciable 
use to the world, are left subject to the unjust and 
indefensible extortion. As passed by Congress and 
amended by the Court, the income tax law is now 
about what might hav been expected from those 
sources. 


Some of the younger members of our foreign 
population appear to get along without reading the 
papers. The other day a fourteen-year-old Italian 
boy named Francesco Mazetti was called in the 
general sessions court as a witness before Judge 
Hudspeth. Being asked if he understood the na- 
ture of an oath, he shook his head, signifying his 
ignorance of that mystery. Then the judge turned 
Sunday-schcol teacher, and inquired of the boy if 
he had ever heard of God, and again the youthful 
compatriot of the popes made the negativ sign. His 
honor thereupen expressed his surprise “that a boy 
could liv to the age of fourteen years in any civil- 
ized country and not hear of God,” and he declined 
to take Francesco's testimony. Possibly if the 
court had gone at the witness with the trinity, Vir- 
gin-Mary end first, a responsiv chord might hav 
been struck; but it is a question to my mind which 
is the most notable atavism—if that is the proper 
term for a back-number individual with misfit en- 


vironments—the ignorant boy who never heard of | 


God, or the learned judge who never heard of re- 
ligious equality. It would hav taken but a few 
words to explain to Francesco the nature of an 
affirmation, namely, that if he gave false testimony 
and was found out he would be put in jail. The 
supernature of an oath, which is what the judge had 
on the brain, would hav proved a harder matter to 
teach, for it is difficult to implant in the natural 
mind the conception that familiarity with the works 
of fiction in which God: figures as the hero, or as a 
more or less conspicuous character, has anything 
to do with the facts of a case now and here being 
tried. The judge further remarked, “Here is a 
subject right at home for the missionaries who go 
to Africa.” So I should infer; also that his name 
is Hudspeth. It is not at all likely that an African 
court would reject a witness because he was short 
on the catechism. As for gods, the Africans prob- 
ably hav ten to our one, and would regard Judge 
Hudspeth, with his single rig, as quite poorly accou- 
tred in that respect. 


If woman suffrage is not making the progress its 
promoters desire it should, the most ardent advo- 
eate cannot deny that the trend of legislation is to- 
ward giving to women and girls advantages that 
men and boys hav never hoped to enjoy. For ex- 
ample, the legislature of Colorado has raised the age 
of consent to eighteen years for girls, while boys are 
_ made guardians of their own morals at fourteen, but 

I believe the champions of a single standard of mor- 
als and of sexual equality hav made no protest 
against the discrimination. Nobody who has had 
opportunity to observe the facts in relation to this 
question needs to do more than consult his memory 
to convince himself that advances in the direction of 
misconduct are not alwaysnor oftenest made by the 
boy where both parties are under eighteen, and also 
that the boy concerned is as much demoralized as 
the girl. I notice that a physician writing to the 
Arena accurately places the natural age of consent 
at pudicity, but proposes fixing it legally at majority, 
and subjecting the male to surgical interference 
in all cases unless the two are married. Another 
contributor to the same magazine, Vie H. Campbell, 
president of the Wisconsin Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, would repeal all laws so far as 
the girl is concerned, and prescribe some terrific 
penalty for the male. It is her belief, doubtless, 
either that the Bible story of Joseph and Potiphar’s 
wife is untrue or that the nature of the race has 
changed since that incident occurred. Such lawsas 
these are probably passed by legislators who know 
that no convictions can be found under them by in- 
telligent jurors. It was confessed by one of these 
agitators that the present crusade was not inspired 
by abuses coming to her knowledge. They merely 


: kill off such civilization as existed at that period. 


of culture has worked out its redemption from sav- 
agery and barbarism by a system of development 
resembling evolution, and has incidentally civilised 
Christianity to the extent that Christiainity may be 
said to hav yielded to that refining process. If the 
church now were what it was under the pornocracy 
of the medieval popes, it would hav no members 
except Oscar Wilde and other wsthetes. When Ļu- 
ther went to Rome in the early part of the sixteenth 
century he remarked that the mercy of God had not 
been overestimated, since such men as the leaders 
of the church were permitted to liv. The problem 
of the ages has been how to civilize the church, and 
any power which could do that would hav a soft 
snap with the world at large. 

*Ohristianity the founder of Education if not 
what is". There were educated men when the 
Christian religion was indistinguishable from the 
paganism which it is, revamped, but for a thousand 
years after the fission there was an educational hia- 
tus. Christianity has stimulated education only to 
the extent that men hav investigated the facts of 
nature for the purpose of showing that Christianity 
is a fraud—-the same as they hav studied medicin 
in order to uproot disease. Such education as 
Christianity has fostered for its own sake has the 
demerit of being untrue. “ Christianity the founder 
of Education!” To the same extent that a fish sets 
out trees. , 


thought that the age was too low, and went ahead 
regardless of consequences. And they hav struck 
a rich lead, for it is a subject with tankfuls of holy 
horror in it, and may appropriately be discussed in 
shrieks. 


Gen. James F. Busling, one of the writers for the 
New York Jndependent’s symposium on Abraham 
Lincoln, admonishes us thus: “On this the thirti- 
eth anniversary of his assassination let us devoutly 
say of him, as was said of the good knight of old: 

His good sword is rust, 
His bones are dust, 

His soul is with the saints, 
We trust.” 

Now, the lines that General Busling meant to 

quote are as follows: 
His bones are dust, 
His good sword rust; 
His soul is with the saints, we trust. 

It is perfectly proper, on the thirtieth anniver- 
sary of Lincoln’s death, or on any other occasion, to 
quote those lines, provided the quoter really trusts 
that Lincoln is now training and cracking jokes with 
the saints; and in such case it would also be proper 
to say them “ devoutly,” but whatever the provoca- 
tion it would be still better to say them correctly. 


Representativ Walleck of the Illinois legislature 
has offered a bill to tax * every male person over 32 
years of age $25 per year unless he has reached the 
age of 65 years,” “or who can prove that he has 
proposed marriage to a female of marriageable age 
at least three times upon different occasions and 
been refused each time.” The proceeds are to be 
applied to the support of a home for old maids. 
This is a bill to coerce the male citizen into taking 
one more wife than he wants, and I pronounce it 
unconstitutional. Cruel and unusual punishments 
are prohibited, anda man cannot be put in jeopardy 
so Often. If one man has no wife and is satisfied 
with that state of affairs, and if another has a wife 
and finds that one is enough, it would be just as 
much an act of mistaken kindness to tax the one 
into changing his condition by marriage as it would 
be to coerce the other into doing the same thing. 
The avowed object of the bill is to provide the old 
maids with husbands, but if the supply of them ex- 
ceeds the supply of old bachelors, it is evident by 
the same logic that the married men must double 
their responsibilities. Of course the penalty in the 
second case would hav to be reduced to $12 50, but 
the principle would remain the same. Again, it 
would giv the tender sex an advantage over the 
other of which they would scorn to avail them- 
selvs, for there is not a spinster in the world 
who has reached or passed the age of discretion 
who has not rejected numerous flattering offers of 
marriage; having done which she could not in equity 
be entitled to the benefits of the spinsters’ home, 
supported, perhaps, by taxes wrung from the very 
men whom her marble heart had condemned to a 
life of celibacy. As for the male person, he can 
evade the law by proposing to a female who he is 
sure would not hav him if he were the last man in 
the world—damned villain that he is. 


Now, I wonder who this crank is: 
New Yonx, March 81, 1895. 

Mz. Gzonex E. MaopoNanpD: * * Why don’t you and 
the other Freethinkers attack the priests who are the 
guilty parties, and leave me alone when I havto work 
hard and still liv a most miserable life, so as not to contract 
debts which I hav no money to pay ? [I thought Jesus 
paid everything. Go fishing (Mat. xvii, 297).—G. M.] 
The one who steals horses, &c., and sells the salvation of 
souls for dollars and cents is your Celestial Paternity, 
Washing-ton, the Spanish Catholic priest to-day. Will 
you, as well as other Freethinkers who write for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, attack in future the priests, the priests, 
the priests [I giv them a jolt occasionally], and leave me 
in peace? Orisit that you Freethinkers are afraid of 
the priests because they are many and you want to show 
your great courage attacking ONE (whom you consider 
dead ard buried)? What a brave lot of fellows you are! 

Jesus CHRIST "M 

There is more to this letter, the rest of it identi- 
fying me by a kind of Ignatius Donnelly Baconian 
cipher with one “Don Cyril, the Celestial Dragon, 
Washing-Ton Bacchus,” whom I do not recognize ; 
but the interest of the world centers in the name 
attached more than it possibly can in my origin, 
which was attended with less sensational features 
than that of my correspondent. Go to now, Jesus 
Christ alive; call on Dr. Funk at No. 30 Lafayette 
place, and inform him whether or not there was 
alcohol in the wine you made at the marriage 
doings in Cana of Galilee. If there was, that set- | 
tles your case with him. The Christian people of 
New York celebrated last Sunday the anniversary 
of your entry into Jerusalem, and the bell-ringers of 
Grace and Trinity churches played the * Arkansaw 
Traveler” in honor of that event. It would hav 
been an appropriate occasion for you to tell us where 
you got that colt. Are you the person who was 
crucified, dead and buried, and arose again on the 
third day? And if sp, do you think you could do 
it again? Gro. E. MaopoxAr». 


A WRESTLE WITH CORRESPONDENTS. 
The appended communication has been plae:d 
in my hands for safe keeping : 


To Gather at New Rochelle. 

There will be memorial exercises this year at the 
monument of Thomas Paine in New Rochelle, N. Y., 
on Decoration Day, May 30. As the wall and gate 
inelosing the monument need repairing, the Brook- 
lyn Philosophical Association, the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club, and the Newark Libcral League will 
co-operate to make them worthy of the place they 
fill. The three societies will share the expense of 
the improvement, and on the 30th of May their 
members will make an excursion to the spot, where 
well-known speakers will deliver addresses and the 
visitors will enjoy themselvs. The idea this year 
is to make the occasion something of a picnic and 
social gathering, so that the Liberals of this part of 
the country may become better acquainted with one 
another. The Brooklyn people hav charge of the 
arrangements, while the other societies will join 
them in making the celebration a success. More 
particulars will be given as soon as the program 
has taken definit form. Meanwhile, Liberals should 
make a note of the approaching event, and prepare 
to attend. Such meetings of Liberals are none too 
frequent. 


Boston Mass 

Please state in your next paper the advantage the Infi- 
del expecto gain over the Christian ` . 
and if the churches has not sivalised us what did 
Christianity the foundation of Education if not what is 

Please answer correctly in your paper and I will grant 
you the permit to ask meas many questions as I hav asked 
yours Jomw SHAWN 

Mr. John Shawn, if that is the name of this cor- 
respondent, for he has not written it plainly, may 
be an anxious inquirer, and as such worthy to hav 
his questions answered tenderly. I would say, then, 
in reply to his first, that the Infidel expects to gain 
no advantage over the Christian except such as the 
rejection of an imposture givs him over those who 
are taken in by it. These advantages are sanity, a 
right basis for conduct, a free mind, and rational 
thoughts on religion. If Mr. Shawn does not find 
them worth gaining he may as well remain a Chris- 
tian, for Infidelity will not put a dollar in his pocket 
nor giv him the slightest percentage in any inclina- 
tion which he may hav to get the best of his fellow 
citizens. As to “sivalisation,” to adopt for the 
present crisis the spelling of Mr. Shawn, it may be 
stated with impunity that various influences hav 
contributed to that desirable end. Christianity, 
however, has not been among those influences, but 
in the hostil camp. When the forces of that relig- 
ion became organized, say 1,500 years ago, they 
proceeded with the greatest possible expedition to 


— —— — 

Tue Chicago Secular Union has adjourned until next 
September. It will then reopen with a course of lectures 
for the winter, and continue the fight for state seculari- 
zation it has so persistently maintained for fifteen years, 
At a meeting of members Samuel P, Putnam was elected 
president; Mrs. M. A. Freeman, first vice-president; E. 
O. Reichwald, sec. and vice-president; W. G. Reich- 
wald, secretary; Dr. Joseph H. Greer, treasurer; A. M. 
Freeman, member of executiv committee; Dora Hanna, 
Sarah Gilman, and Mr. Hart, entertainment committee, 


That portion of the world of mankind susceptible 
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News and Notes. Í more than I now do: but I trust that other friends will 
do better as they are able. 


F. D. Rexford, writes.: 

I wish I could do much more. I shall enjoy reading 
** News and Notes" while you are away. We shall all 
get the benefit. . 

These are some of the expressions of friendship 
and good will throughout the ranks of Freethought. 
We are in à common eause and it is encouraging to 
know that heart and hand are united and that we 
do not hav to keep up the struggle alone. 

The names of those who hav contributed are as 
follows: M. A. Hewitt, Geo. A. Cooper, James A. 
Greenhill, Jonas R. Ellison, John Kane, N. F. Gris- 
wold, S. F. Benson, M. P. Braffet, J. A. Kimble, 
Mrs. P. Van Hoeter, Stephen Brewer, Dr. E. B. 
Foote, John Brosi, F. D. Rexford. John D. Powers, 
G. W. Whittemore, J. A. Calder, Charlotte G. Palm, 
Louis Roser, Capt. C. C. de Rudio, John J. Duffy, 
Ralph Helm, Maligus Boehmer; to whom I send my 
heartiest thanks. Sawuzn P. Pornam. 


Leaving Chicago March 28, I arrived at Massil- 
lon, O., where for a few hours I enjoy the hospitality 


of J. H. Hunt and take a view of this lively and 
flourishing city. One of the state hospitals is now 
located here, and the buildings are already in pro- 
sess of construction. . [t is expected that the state 
will contribute a million dollars to this institution, 
Which is to be situated on a noble eminence just 
outside the city. It will present a beautiful ap- 
poean When completed, consisting not of one 
afge, massiv structure, but of cottages of varied 
and picturesque aspect, scattered over an extensiv 
afea. The city of Massillon contributed land to the 
value of forty thousand dollars to this undertaking, 
which will bé an ornament to this part of the coun- 
tty, and will make an attractiv home for invalids. 
Massillon is a fine manufacturing place of about 
12,000 inhabitants, and has stood the hard times 
in good shape. It has been growing all along. It 
is & Liberal community, although the churches 
flourish with their usual somber magnificence, ex- 
cept the Episcopalian, which was torn down and 
now lies in mocking ruins, and the vestry and 
cletgy and bishops cannot rake and scrape money 
enough together to rebuild it, which of course re- 
joices the hearts of other sects. The Liberals of 
-Massillon are rather uncertain in their attendance 
on Freethought lectures. I suppose they think 
that the world is bound to go ahead any way. I 
was somewhat discouraged at my last lecture here; 
but since then Remsburg has been on the ground 
and drew a large audience. So there is hope that 
the line will still present a victorious front. Be- 
sides Mr. J. H. Hunt, the son of our venerable pio- 
neer S. Hunt, there are John Lowe, Samuel Moe, 
and others who are always ready to do their level 
best. I guess Massillon will yet stand up to its 
ancient prestige, for in the old days, along with 
Salem, it was a famous camping-ground for radical 
reformers. Parker Pillsbury once led our forces in 
this vicinity. After a good round drive with Mr. 
Hunt, whose family, now in Europe, he expects to 
join in May—and I hope to meet them all in Lon- 
don—TI take the train for Canal Dover, twenty miles 
away, where I arrive in an hour and meet our well- 
known friend, S. Toomey. Mr. Toomey is one of 
the renowned residents of this place, for his sulkies 
are celebrated the world over among all lovers of 
rapid horseflesh, for the noble steed can get around 
the track quicker with one of Toomey’s sulkies than 
with any other vehicle now extant. Mr. Toomey is 
himself a lover of swift coursers, and he has now 
forty-six in training on his ample farm just outside 
the city. Canal Dover, on the Ohio canal, is a 
pretty good business spot, with plenty of ortho- 
doxy and a sprinkling of Liberalism. The Liberals 
would make a fair showing if they were only willing 
to be counted. At present the element is latent. 
I did not hav very large audiences, but those who 
came were loyal and in earnest, and an organization 
was effected. Mr. Toomey has alwa*s stood by his 
colors, and they used to try to boycott him, but it 
“was nogo. He did his work too well. Everybody, 
even the Christian, who had a fast nag wanted one 
of his carriages, and the Infidelity of. the manufac- 
turer only made his wares more available. Mr. 
Toomey never put forth a bad piece of machinery. 
It went without saying that his word was as good 
as his bond and that what he said was as true as 
steel and unbreakable. At present Mr. Toomey 
has no fears of the boycott and keeps the even tenor 
of his way with the respect of the whole commu- 
nity. He is straight up and down in business, 
though not orthodox in religion. Among others 
who are willing to stand by him in the forward 
ranks are his son, Mr. Charles Toomey, and wife; 
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Matthews and Levi C. Grim, 
of New Philadelphia; A. Zimmerman and wife, of 
Beach City; C. Weaver and D. Hochstetter, of 
Rogersville; Joseph Hurst, of Barnhill; J. M. Smi- 
ley, of Barr’s Mills; Samuel Bixler, Francis Bixler, 
James Rigg, senior and junior, of Canal Dover. 
Mr. Matthews was for years editor of the leading 
Democratic paper in the county, and always out- 
spoken in his Freethought sentiments. Joseph 
Hurst was formerly of England, and came ten miles 
. to attend the lectures, as also did Zimmerman and 
Smiley, on the roll of Taz Taurus Sszzkzz and stanch 
supporters of the Freethought Federation. Canal 
Dover and vicinity are ready at any rate to put 
their best foot forward and make an effort to bring 
out the reserve forces, and I guess something will 
be done. The enthusiasm of a few will accomplish 
far more than the indifference of many. 
Samuel Toomey was born in York county, Pa. 


Leaving home at the age of six years, he was reared 


among relativs and neighbors, working at any jobs 
He 


learned the blacksmith trade near Gettysburg. One 


he could obtain, until sixteen years of age. 


year later he started on foot for Ohio, to Sugar 
Creek Falls. He found employment in the shop of 
Daniel Wagner. A year later he became owner of 
the business. Working steadily at his trade, he 
soon gained the reputation of being the best me- 
chanic in that part of the country. In 1850 he re- 
moved to Wilmot, where he remained fifteen years, 
and, in addition to his original trade, engaged in 
carriage building and made a reputation for first- 
class work. In 1868 he removed to Canal Dover. 
He is the inventor of different patented improve- 
ments on carriages. Within the last seven years 
he has taken out seven patents on track sulkies. 
Born in the Lutheran church, and joining the 
United Brethren church in early youth, for the last 
thirty years he has been a declared Freethinker. 
He was an old time Abolitionist, a reader of the An- 
tislavery Bugle, published at Salem, the headquar- 
ters of the Broad-gaugers. He is a great student 
and has an extensiv library of Freethought and sci- 
entific works. , 
I enjoyed the generous hospitality of Mr. Too- 
mey and wife. Mrs. Toomey is somewhat conserv- 
ativ, but has no bigotry of sect. She expresses 
religion in its lovely and humane phase, without 
the darkness of ancient superstition. Thus I en- 


joyed to the utmost the campaign at Canal Dover, 


and leave it -with the hope that the labors of the 
future will result in a golden harvest. 

_I giv lectures in Boston, April 7 and 14, at New 
York April 19, and at Brooklyn and Newark April 
21, and sail for England.April 24— 

O’er the glad waters of the dark-blue sea, 

With thoughts as boundless and with hopes as free. 

AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

I hav the pleasure of recording that many of my 
friends hav contributed to the expenses of my jour- 
ney abroad. Of course this is not a vacation trip, 
but a continuation of labors for the advance of Free- 
thought. Ido not expect to take any rest, but to 
keep on the move; and as the expenses are consid- 
erable perhaps it is but fair play that I should not 
bear all the pecuniary outlay. I suppose one is 
aware that if he devotes himself to Freethought work 
there is no possible chance of his ever making any 
money. So far as reward is concerned, that is sim- 
ply in what he does, not in what he acquires. 
Money-making is a good business and is in many 
ways for the advancement and happiness of the 
human race, but some must labor in the world 
of ideas, if so fitted; and while this is a fascinat- 
ing labor it is entirely devoid of wealth. I hav 
done my level best in the forward ranks of 
reform, and up to date I am just about a couple 
of hundred ahead; enough, if I hav good luck, 
to come back from England without walking 
across the waters in Christian endeavor style. 
So these gifts are quite acceptable. They show 
an appreciation of hard toil, and that friends 
are willing to coóperate in an undertaking that is 
beneficial all round. I am sure it will be of great 
service to the Liberals of America to understand the 
struggles of Freethought in the Old World, to hav 
pictured to them the scenes and the glory of the bat 
tles of the. past, and the promises of the future. 
There are great and beautiful things for us to learn 
in the Europe of to-day that will be helpful to us in 
this New World, that will giv us more of the mean- 
ing of human history and the splendor of human 
hope; and I shall devote my time and pen to ex- 
pressing the greatness of these, so that all my read- 
ers can travel with me, und we together will enjoy 
the marvelous landscapes and the nobility of haman 
genius. I cannot help quoting some of the friendly 
letters I hav received in support of my present un- 
dertaking. Dr. E B Foote, writes: 

About the first thing I pick up in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
isthe letter from the Pilgrim. I follow him in al! his pil- 
grimages with the greatest interest; and I hav no doubt 
in his voyages and travels the readers of Tue TRUTH 
SseKer will be treated with sumethiug more humorons 
and poetically descriptiv than ever. I respond with cor- 
diality and enthusiasm to your contemplated labors on 
the other side of the ocean. 3 

My veteran comrade, Judge Brewer, says: 

I gladly send you something to help your trip over the 
waters. Our Freethought people generally ought to aid. 
You are working in our cause and hav been for years with 
altogether inadequate compensation in dollars and cents. 

J. A. Calder; writes: 


I can’t do much; but your labors in this cause ought 
to be remunerated somewhat better than they hav been, 
and I hope to see the day when they will be. I shall look 
forward with delight to your letters in THe TRUTE 
SEEKER from Merry England and Bonnie Scotland. 


S. F. Benson, writes: 


` I wish it were a hundred I could giv you.. I realize how 
poorly Freethought work is paid. I hope to see the day 
when we shall be banded together in more eftactiv shape. 
‘We hav to fight two enemies now, the church and poverty. 


George A. Cooper, writes : 
Your letters are very interesting and I wish I could do 


ie z 
Colinel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 
Sunday, April 14th, Detroit, Mich.................. The Bible 
Sunday, April 21st, Toledo, O........................ The Bible 
Monday, April 22d, Erie, Pa.........................-. The Bible 
—*——— —— 


Leetares and Meetings. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonie Hall, 320 East 15th street, Now 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for April: 

April 12th—‘'The Idyl of New Plymouth—Idaho.” T. 
Wakeman. 


.| April 19:h—** The Bible and Modern Thought." S, P. 
Putnam. . 
April 26th —'* Some Recent Advances in Science.” Dr, 


R. G. Eccles. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for April: . 
April 14th—‘‘ The Single Tax." As controling the equita- 

ble distribution of wealth. Mr, Alf J. Wolf. 
April 21st—‘‘ The Uses of Philosophy.” S. P. Putnam. 
April 28th— Debate, ** Protection va. Free Trade." Mr. 
Henry Nichols and Mr. Henry Rowley. 


Tue German Freethinkers’ Association meets every 
Sunday at 3 o'elock P.M., at Beethoven Hall, 212 E. Fifth 
street, New York. Program for April, 1895: 

April 14th —** Was Jesus Christ Stoned (Talmud, Traktat 
‘Toldoth Jeshu ’) or Was he Hanged (Apostles x, 39), 
or Crucified (Lukas Evangelium xix, 31)? Mr. Roess- 


er. 

April 2ist—‘* What ia Truth?" Mr. Roessler. 

April 28th—** The Rosurrection of Jesus." Mr. Roessler. 
Admission free. M. Wiss, Sec., 154 E. 100th street. 


Ta Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for April will be as follows: MEN : 

April i4th—'* Faith, Folly, and Fiction.” Mr. E. C. 
Wiimot. 

April 21st - Joint debate upon, ** Resolved, That a Single 
Gold Standard is Batter than a Bimetallic Standard." 
Atty. Chas. B. Wilby, affirmativ, and Mr. H. P. 
Bovden, negativ. 

April 28th — ** A Christian Truth vs. An Orthodox Myth.” 
Atty. Stanley E. Bowdle. 


Tu Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 p.m., at Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth, 
below Market street, Philadelphia. April 10th, Grant 
Allen's recent novel, ‘The Woman Who Did," will be 
discussed ia papers by Mrs. Elizabeth Crompton and Dr, 
Charlotte L. Abbey. $ 

No conditions or. qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Tue Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 

8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 

E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 

free. All welcome. Lectures for April: 

April 16th—A review of Grant Allen’s new novel, ‘‘The 
Woman Who Did." Voltairiae de Cleyre and George 
Brown. 

April 23d—‘‘ Ancient Judaism." Samuel H. Gordon. 

April 20th —'* Mary Wollstonecraft.” Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man. 


Tux Detroit Investigator's society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'elock. All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Seoretary. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawanaavenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Evervbodv invited, Searetary. William 
Watkins. 


Tun First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


The Humane Instruetress. 
Scene—A Sunday-School. 
Johnnie—I say, Miss Jones, I know why you didn’t 
want me to rob bird nests last spring. 
Miss Jones (with an oriolein her hat)— What was it ? 
Johnnie (gazing at the hat)—’Cause you wanted the 
birds to grow big enough to wear ’em. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Has Worn Ont One Copy. 

Posen, Micn., March 11, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed you will find $4 50 
for THE TRUTH SzrkxER and the ''Free- 
thinker’s Text-Book'' in cloth. This is 
the second Text-Book I am willing to sacri- 
fice for the missionary work among the 

Christians. Good book for the purpose. 

Vincent D. Vincent. 


Anything but Indifference. 

MONTGOMERY, ALA., March 28, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $3 to 
continue my subscription to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. My excuse for not sending 
sooner must be my eighty years and ill 
health, which cause occasional forgetful- 
ness, but not indifference to the cause of 

Freethought. JESSE Hooker. 


A Home Missionary Committee. 

NOBLESVILLE, Inp., March 23, E.M. 295. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $1 for eight 
copies of ‘‘Age of Reason.” We hav 
formed a committee of Freethinkers for 
missionary work among our Christian 
neighbors, and think we can do the work 
best by lending the books, and when re- 
turned, lend to others. 
James OLDAORE, 


It Is Our Guiding Star. 
Grant Orry, Mo., March 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Within find $6 to apply on 
my subscription, which is pastdue. I hope 
the advance payment will partially restore 
my credit with you and encourage the 
principle of Freethought, which is the 
only road to lead us out of the blind ruts 
of superstition and religious bigotry. 
With many good wishes, I remain a 
friend to our cause. B. PRUGE. 


The Ring of the True Metal. 
Repmon, ILL., March 23, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed find $2—one for 
defense of J. B. Wise, the other for the 
man who deserves ** Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought" and has not the ** filthy 
lucre.” I forget his name. [Capt. Otto 
Thomson.] If enough has been already 
subscribed, put it where, in your judg- 
inent, it is most needed, and believe me to 
be **one that is willing to sink one-half his 
possessions for freedom to think.” 
` Truly yours, © Marx Rows. 


They Prefer to Borrow. 

Grove Orry, O., March 25, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I received the book, 
“ Right Living," and like it much. Now I 
send you $8 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and 
books. I tried to get some new subscrib- 
ers, but failed; all had excuses. . One says 
his wife is opposed, another can’t afford it, 
another has no time to read it. They hav 
all been reading my papers and books and 
seem to like them.. Now, when I want 
books I cut off a corner somewhere else 

and send for them. WM. NEISWENDER. 


Send Help Promptly. 
Kintz, O, T., March 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: The winter has been very 
bad; feed is all gone. There are few or 
no seeds in the country. "The religious 
' societies hav sent aid to their members 
and we Freethinkers are left out. Some 
need more than seeds and feed, but we 
think if we had seeds we would try it for 
another crop. If you ean aid us send to 
the address below. 
Mrs, A. Lanman, Kintz, O. T., Woods 
county, express of Alva, O. T. 
O. L. Grasaow, 
F. CLINE. 


Eighteen to Fourteen. 
Drespen, IND., March 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I see that I hav been 
trespassing long enough; find inclosed 
$6.50 for a ride on Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
craft till '96 and ** Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” I worked for eighteen 
years for the church. Developed out of 
its clutches, and hav done good work for 
Freethought for fourteen years. Hav 
this neck o’ woods pretty well liberalized. 
The preachers are losing ground; they 
never tackle me any more as they used to 
do in the days of yore. Wish I could do 
more for the cause, but hardly anybody 
has any ready cash to spare, 


: M. ASHORAFT. 


Freethonght First. 
Yazoo Orry, Miss., March 19, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I am a Freethinker in 
every sense; I want to think for myself, 
and I want Mr. Wm. McKinley to hav the 
same right, but when he begins to think 
away any of my natural rights, I want 
to call a halt. I was in hopes that he 
would be president. Now I ask for infor- 
mation: Will Freethinkers support him 
after what I saw in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
about his support of Sunday laws? Is it 
possible that a man cannot be found in 
the United States and induced to run for 
that place for whom a Freethinker can 
conscientiously vote? I hav political pol. 
icy, but it is governed by the idea of 
Freethought; when anything conflicts with 
Freethought then I do not support it. 

Respectfully, J. C. WirsoN. 


Wants Tracts Illustrated. 

LxxroN1A, O., March 16, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: It goes without saying 
that those who would be most highly bene- 
fited by the perusal of Liberal literature 
ean seldom be induced to carefully ex- 
amin such writings. In such a case would 
it not be a good plan to hav Watson Hes- 
ton's most telling illustrations printed 
suitably for posting, so that ‘‘ Brother 
Bigot" might catch an eye-opener at a 
glance whether he would or not? Tax 
TRUTH Sxerxer thinks ita good idea, but 
does not want to incur the expense of their 
production now. I hav nota great amount 
of the needful at command, so here is a 
chance for some philanthropic person to 
“lend a hand.” I think Freethinkers 
would be glad to use these cartoons and 
pay enough for them so that those who 
bear the initial burden mightagain receive 

their money. What think you? 
Yours for man’s mental emancipation, 
RALPH E. GALBREATH, 


How to Liquidate a Church Debt. 

Warta Wanna, March 19, 1895. . 

Mr. Eprron: I am informed that the 
Baptist church of this city owes about one 
thousand dollars. One of the members, a 
poor, half-loony girl, owns about eighty 
acres of land not far from the city, but 
she is rich in religion, and she considers 
that all to Christ she owes. Consequently 
she conceived the pious idea of giving up 
her claim to the church to pay the debt. 
Of course she did not hav sense enough to 
know that when the present debt was paid 
the knowing ones in the church would 
make other improvements to the value of 
another thousand, and remember that 


their rich members could pay off the debt: 


in fifteen minutes‘ if they would. They 
were about to take this poor girl's all, but 
one of the sensible sisters protested against 
such a crime, and the scheme fell through. 
But the next thing was to expel the honest 
sister from the church for not allowing the 
church to reduce the gir] to extreme pov- 
erty. I am reliably informed that the 
good sister defies them to remove her 
from the church. All I blame her for is, 
that she does not remove herself from such 
a crowd. V. D. LAMBERT. 


Kansas to the Front. 
BunriNGTON, Kan., March 9, 1895, 

Mr. Eprror: Kansas is comparativly a 
young state, but she does not take a back 
seat. for any of her older sisters, not even 
for staid old Massachusetts. Our last leg- 
islature enacted a Jaw known as the *'Anti- 
gambling law." It is considerable of a 
jumble, but, as nearly as I can interpret 
it, if a boy plays marbles **for keeps," he 
is liable to imprisonment. If I toss up a 
penny with my boy in my own house to 
see who takes the penny, we are both liable 
to imprisonment. If a neighbor happens 
to be present in the house at the time, he 
is liable to imprisonment, although he 
takes no part in tossing the penny. More- 
over, if I liv in a rented house, the owner 
of the house is liable to imprisonment, al- 
though he may liv fifty miles away and 
know nothing of what is going on; always 
provided the law is enforced. What is 
most surprising is that this obnoxious bill 
passed into law almost without opposition, 
It is generally claimed that the law will 
not be enforced, but that depends on who 
violates it. It may be enforced when we 
least expect it. It is not intended that 
such fanatical laws shall be generally en- 


forced. 
and the jails would not hold the people. 
Ww. Cox. 


A Little Too Much Chaplain. 
OngwAwA, OR., March 21, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I send you herewith $1, 
which by an accident I acquired yesterday. 
It is like drawing teeth to raise a dollar 
now in this state. The Grand Old Repub- 
lican party had full control of our last leg- 
islature, and they walked all over the tax- 
payers. I cannot see where we are going 
to get the money to pay taxes, which will 
be about 8 per cent on the present value of 
all property in the state. They voted 
away hundreds of thousands to all kinds 
of boodling schemes, and the public 
schools all over the state are closing for 
want of funds to run them. But there 
was one scheme that I must giv them 
credit for killing dead; that was an attempt 
to create the office of chaplain for the 
state prison, asylum, and reform school, 
ata salary of $1,200 per year. 

That was a little too salty for even this 
**reform " legislation. It got 20 votes out 
of 60 in the house on a motion to refer, 
but only 6 or 7 were in favor of it, and the 
committee sat down on it and never re- 
ported on the monstrosity. Of course you 
know that Dolph was elected to stay at 
home, and as they could not agree on 
either a gold-bug or a silver-bug, they 
elected a straddle-bug, G. W. McBride, 
one of the old state house ring. 

J. F. BEATY. 


Insulting Concession of a Right. 
Cross Prams, TENN., March 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Send my next paper to 

Porfland, Tenn. I am going to leave this 
place, chiefly on account of opposition by 
the religious element. The school direct- 
ors will not employ an avowed Agnostic. 
They of course reflect the sentiment of 
the religious part of the community, which 
is in the ascendency here. Last week a 
preacher here prayed that this government 
might soon be under the contro] of the 
church. He simply echoed the sentiment 
of the church militant. Think of the 
magnitude of the work to be done be- 
fore Freethought can obtain! It is dis- 
couraging, but it should make Free- 
thinkers only the more devoted, earnest, 
and energetic. Although the bill to enable 
Agnosties to testify in courts has passed in 
the legislature, it is so worded as to be an 
insult to every one whom it was designed 
to benefit. It givs the Agnostic the privi- 
lege of testifying in court, but virtually 
says to him that he will probably not tell 
the truth. Even in this shape it passed in 
the Senate by 16 to 14. Those 14 should 
go down in history as the ''infamously 
immortal 14” opposed to truth, justice, 
and patriotism, and in favor of proscrip- 
tion, persecution, disfranchisment of Ag- 
nostics, and control of the state by the 
church. They justly merit the contempt 
and honest indignation of every patriotic 
Tennessean. Though they hav not spoken 
publicly, there are a great many Agnostics 
in Tennessee. They will feel keenly the 
sting of the obnoxious bill just passed, 

Fraternally, W. D. COBERAN. 


Modern Infamy. 
VINELAND, N. J., March 20, 1895. 

Mr. Errror: What sin or crime is there 
of which the Bible dupes will not be 
guilty? 

The Bible has tortured 
Nine millions to death, 
As honest and truthful 
As ever drew breath, 
Who could not believe 
That its filth and its lies 
Ever came from a being 
Enthroned in the skies. 
One hundred thousand 
Were burnt or were hung, 
Of honest good women— 
Some old and some young, 
All tortured as witches, 
And evil from birth, 
When no real witch 
. Ever lived on the earth. 

And the same spirit is alive here in Vine- 
land to-day, just after a union revival 
meeting of three or four weeks, held by 
all the churches. There is here a family 
who were once Jews, but now make no 
profession of any kind of religion, but are 
what would be called Infidels, Freethink- 
ers, or Liberals. The father was a dealer 
in dry-goods, remnants, and other articles, 


If they were, the penitentiary | They hav a family of five children, aged 


from eighteen months to nineteen years, 
and they are by far the most intelligent 
family of children I hav ever seen in New 
Jersey. They hav lived here six years, 
and in that time hav had their windows 
broken in twenty-three times by stones 
and other missils thrown through them, 
and it cost him $1 every time to putin 
the large pane; and last Saturday night, 
during the eclips, a bullet was fired 
through the weatherboards of their house 
and found lodged in their bed, and all this 
outrage was committed simply because 
they were not Christians. Vineland 
should watch for the villains. If Vineland 
can’t find a remedy for such doings it 
is time for the state or national govern- 
ment to take hold of the subject. 
J. Hacker. 


He Founded It in His Later Years. 
Nares, N. Y., March 81, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: While living in Virginia 
the past six years I found it to be the pre- 
vailing idea that Thomas Jefferson founded 
the University of Virginia, but I hav never 
found any mention of the fact in our Free- 
thought papers. Can you giv me any in- 
formation on this subject? 

It was while living there that I found 
that Christianity does not lift people above 
local prejudices, for while here in New 
York the women were expected to talk 
and pray in church; there they were not 
allowed to, because St. Paul said they 
should hav no voice in church matters. 
Here colored people are members of the 
same church with whites; there in Vir- 
ginia they must hav churches of their 
own, for they are not the equal of the 
whites, and are supposed to go to a sort of 
secondary heaven and be subject to orders 
from the inhabitants of the first heaven, 
while a great many doubt if a “nigger ” 
has a soul at all. 

The colored people are true representa- 
tivs of those who follow blind, unques- 
tioning faith, and interpret the teachings 
of the Bible literally. But what intelli- 
gent white man takes the Negro race as an 
example of what Christianity will do? 

The Negroes are already Christianized 
but not educated, consequently all further 
advancement must come from education. 

I hav the honor to be a friend and ac- 
quaintance of that old Roman, John Peck, 
who is well known and respected in this 
town, where he has lived and labored so 
long. Wishing you success, I am, an 
honest doubter, Feranois E, WELD 


Has Obeyed One Bible Command. 


BENTONVILLE, ARK., March 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Your paper contains more 
solid information than all other reading 
matter I get. I will be able to help you 
some little in a short time. I hava wife 
and twelve children. It takes all of the 
money I can get to clothe and feed them. 
I am a farmer, and hav no other means of 
support. I hav moreland than is neces- 
sary for me to hold, and as soon as I can 
sell I will purchase some Freethought lit- 
erature. -I hav three grown daughters 
and one son all at home; all read Tum 
TRUTH Seexer. My wife is a Methodist, 
and will not look at the paper; she says it 
is the work of the devil. If so, I say, turn 
the devil loose; he does his work well. 
We are aiming to get J. E. Remsburg this 
fall. The Christians got enough of him 
about one year ago in his debate with some 
orthodox preacher at Rogers, in this 
county. His debate with the minister is 
bearing such fruit that they don’t want 
any more Remsburg; he shook them from 
center to circumference, and they are still 
trembling for fear he will return. There 
isa fine opportunity for some good lect- 
urer in Arkansas, as Freethought and re- 
form are taking root in this country. I 
hope it will grow to fall maturity. Church 
bigotry endeavors to suppress it by trying 
to keep all Freethought journals and Free- 
thought books from the rising generation. 
They are afraid to let them hear both 
sides. Freethinkers, as a rule, read more 
or less religious literature; we are not 
afraid of the truth; it is falsehood we hate; 
we are tired of superstition and bigotry. 
Turn the light on and let the rising gener- 
ation seek the truth by the light of prog- 
ress and science. In that book of incon- 
sistencies called the Bible we read that 
God said, “Let there be light, and there 


APRIL 13, 1895] 


was light." Was there ever a god to utter 
sueh an expression? If so, he is very re- 
mote from this country. But Freethought 
and reform says, Let there be light, and 
wherever Freethought literature is read 
there is light, © 


Yours for justice, C. L. Harz, 


The Prayer Superstition. 


Nzxw Yonx, May 25, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: The following extract from 
a church program is being circulated 
among ‘‘sinners” by the management of 
that church, and to anyone of sense it 
must seem rather peculiar that in this day, 
in New York, such stuff would be ad- 
mitted even as an advertisment in one of 
those senseless sheets known as *'religious 
papers:”’ 

EFFIOAOY OF PRAYER, 


From a Sermon preached in  West.33a street 
Baptist church. 


Nowhere is there a clearer illustration 
of the fact that God hears and answers 
prayer than in the remarkable history of 
the —— Steamship Line. It is said that 
on the day that the first ship of this 
line was launched. Mrs. —— devoted the 
whole day to prayer, for the special bless- 
ing of God upon it, that his hand would 
still the angry waves in the time of storm, 
and that the people who were borne across 
the ocean should receive his special care. 

And that prayer has been signally an- 
swered, and lo! for these fifty years, 
through storm and calm, those ships hav 
sailed the deep and never losta life. No 
other line, although with ships as mighty, 
and commanders with large experience, 
has made a similar record, and the mighty 
barrier that has shielded these s reat ocean 
greyhounds has been the arm of A'mighty 
God in answer to that noble woman’s 
prayer. 

When I go to Europe, I'm going: by the 
—— Line. : 

When millions, instead of óne woman, 
were praying for the restoration of Gar- 
field or Lincoln, where was the ‘“‘ efficacy 
of prayer?” Where were the answers to 
the many prayers made by P. P. Bliss, 
that God would restore them to their loved 
ones, when instead they were lost in the 
** Ashtabula horror?" 

Rev. Mr. Bothwell, of Brooklyn, à much 
loved and brilliant ‘‘ servant of God,” was 
one day giving medicin to his sick child. 
Ashe held the little one on his knee, he 
drew the cork from the bottle with his 
ieeth. In his attempts to keep the child 
in a good humor by laughing, he swallowed 
ihe cork, and for days the people of the 
churches of Brooklyn were united in ask- 
ing God to spare his life. 

No use. This God did not notice them, 
and after days of suffering this was his re- 
ward. He left a wife and fatherless chil- 
dren without a shadow of any means of 
support. Will God eare for them? No. 
Where is the much-talked-of ‘‘ efficacy of 
prayer ” in their case? Ben Eris., 


Will Wonders Never Cease ? 


Los ANGELES, OAL., March 18, 1895. 
. Ms. Enrron: Inclosed is $3 to renew my 
subscription and to aid you in retaining 
your seat on the tripod while you turn 
loose ideas that shall move the world along. 
Possibly you may wonder at my having 
such a volume of money at one time, so I will 
explain how it huppened. For forty years 
I breasted the waves of sin and sorrow in 
this wicked world without owning a church 
pew; but several months ago I bought 
one, and took it home with me. Since 
then the Lord has been with me almost 
continuously, as he was with Jacob in 
the days of old; although, unlike Jacob, I 
hav not been inthe stock-raising business, 
making a specialty of the ring-streaked 
and speckled kind. In my case the pres- 
ence of the Lord has been manifested in 
my success as a wage slave in finding a 
master; for since I got that pëw, whereon 
I daily sit to meditate on the goodness of 
God and to come in ‘‘rapport” with the 
holy ghost, I hav not wanted for a job, 
although numerous cases of suicide are 
taking place all over this state for that 
reason. Verily this pew has been a mas- 
cot, bringing work, money, grub, peace of 
mind, and religious consoldtion; and I 
would advise every man afflicted with en- 
forced idleness, or desiring success of any 
kind, to get a church pew and take it 
home, as I hav done. Another church is 
now being destroyed in this city to make 
room for worldly affairs in the shape of 
stores and tenement rooms, and the pews 
being taken out are thoroughly sanotified 
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from long years of service and weekly 
contact with the bodies of the saints who 
hav worshiped thereon; and this fact is 
mentioned for the benefit it may be to 
those who hav thus far failed to succeed 
because of their estrangement from God. 
Now, to strengthen belief in the conclu- 
sions I hav formed, two remarkable — yea, 
wonderful—ineidents in connection with 
my pew are here given. . Just before 
the last birthday of the Lord's son, F felt 
the need of a good turkey to properly com- 
memorate that anniversary, and going 
into a place where such birds were being 
raffled off, I laid down my five cents and 
entered the contest with the dice box and 
eighteen competitors. The Lord being 
with me, of course I won, and a fourteen- 
pound turkey became mine. Again, an 
accident occurred in which I was laid up 
for one week, but a fellow victim, who 
owned no pew, was disabled for four 
weeks! Now if any man fails to see the 
hand of providence in such otherwise inex- 
plicable events, he must be an unreason- 
able skeptic, and I hav no desire to dis- 
cuss the matter with him. Itisenough for 
me to know that the Lord was with me, 
and is to this day, and I now rest in per- 
fect security on that sanetified pew, know- 
ing that my wants hav an unfailing source 
for their supply, That my happy experi- 
ence may benefit othersis my earnest wish. 
C. SEVERANOE. 


The Views of a Persecuted Adventist. 

Everett, Mass., March 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I desire to thank you for 
sending me your issue of February 15th, 
in which you refer to my defense in the 
Malden court (Mass.) for violation of so- 
called ‘*Lord’s day." The article ably 
and truthfully exposes the false colors un- 
der which the National Reform party, 


sought to kill Christ, notwithstanding he 
is Lord of that day and defined what was 
lawful to do. 

The modern Pharisees are just as zeal- 
ous that their traditions relativ to Sunday 
keeping shall be observed in order to save 
the nation. And those who follow the ex- 
ample of Christ, and his teaching relativ 
to the Sabbath (Saturday), are spied ont, 
fined, and imprisoned, worked in the 
chain- gang for daring to exercise their lib- 
erty. 

The ancients succeeded in killing Christ, 
and if the modern. Pharisee can resurrect 
the old Blue laws of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, they will judge them ‘‘as 
obstinate, wilful, and incorrigibly wicked, 
and on the third offense put them to death.” 

Respectfully yours, 
Wayne T. Gissox. 


A Badly ** Flustered ?? Minister. 
Nreomo, Car., March 19, E.m. 295. 

Mz. Eprtor: I must begin my letter, I 
believe, with an apology for coming again 
80 soon, but a paragraph has recently ap- 
peared in the San Francisco Examiner 
which is a deliberate falsehood and an in- 
sult to every Freethinker in Nipomo, and 
I would like to brand it as such through 
your paper if I may. This is the para- 
graph: 

NreoMo, February 28.—A six days’ de- 
bate closed here last night between O. A. 
Phelps, of Colorado, in behalf of Free- 
thought, and Rev. J. E. Denton, of Sac- 
ramento, in behalf of the churches. It 
was a great triumph for the churches. 
The moral sentiment of the community 
was revolutionized. 

As it is dated the 28th, and the debate 
closed the evening of the 27th, it must hav 
been a telegram, and as the ministers were 
seen telegraphing the next morning, we 
can be reasonably sure of the source of 


Sabbath Union, and Sunday Protectiv | this unmitigated falsehood. Now, in the 


Leagues are sailing. Truly the conflict is 


first place, Mr. Denton was supposed to 


an irrepressible one, for the Sunday law | be here to defend the Bible, but this says 
agitators aim not only to change our Con- | **tne churches,” and I really think they 


stitution, and enact a national Sunday law, 
and remodel our state laws, but are work- 
ing for an international Sunday law. And 
by sailing under false colors of union, 
temperance, workingman’s friend, eto., 
and catering to the Catholic church, the 
mother of cburch-and-stateism, they will 


are right for once. ‘‘The church "(to 
most ministers) means their bread and 
butter, and Mr. Denton’s debating was 
certainly of a very bread and buttery kind, 
if I may use such a term, for I believe, 
judging of the reverend gentleman’s ac- 
tions, that he would hav preferred stand- 


succeed in overthrowing the grandest form | ing up to be kicked for six nights instead 


of civil government ever known to the his- 
tory of man. 

Why should the sons of our forefathers 
so soon forget the priceless cost of true 
American liberty and independence from 
8 church-ruled government and priest- 
craft-slavery ? 

Why do they not rise as one man, and 
demand that the Constitution shall be sus- 
tained as it is, and all state laws framed in 
harmony with its grand declaration of lib- 


of trying to debate, always providing such 
a course would hav been as lucrativ a busi- 
néss. In the second place, the Freethink- 
ers are among the best citizensof Nipomo, 
and hav ever been. And we now hav a 
Freethinking justice of the peace, post- 
master, and constable, to say nothing of a 
host of good citizens. In fact, it took 
** imported ministers" to discover that we 
were Anarchists or Socialists, or, in fact, 
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ing, **We must hav the thing before we 
ean hav the name." Mr. Phelps then 
asked him ‘‘hew about spooks, hob-gob- 
lins, and witches, mermaids, etc?" Mr. 
Denton ignored all of the question except 
the word mermaid; that, he said, just 
suited him as an illustration of his side of 
the case, for it wasa combination of known 
things. By reading from the Bible Mr. 
Phelps soon demonstrated that there was 
plenty of material ‘‘in stock” for a Jeho- 
vah, ‘‘pure wool” for his hair being one 
great requisit (Dan. vii, Rev. i), and noth- 
ing more was heard of the God-idea, 
Josephus, too, died a violent death during 
this debate, but Pliny, Tacitus, and even 
Renan were dragged in as contemporane- 
ous writers, and answered just as well, 
apparently, to the uninformed. Another 
brilliant **point" made by the gentleman 
‘from Sacramento must hav made even the 
Christians in the audience blush if they 
ever read their Bibles. For he said that 
even if Confucius, Aristotle, and others 
did write and teach practically the same 
as the Golden Rule, it was handed down 
to them from Moses, when we all know 
that the Mosaic law was an eye for an eye, 
a tooth for tooth, etc., instead of doing to 
others as you would wish them to do to 
you. He also stated that Michael Bakou- 
nine was the greatest of Freethinkers, 
and laid the corner-stone of Freethought. 
All that I need to say in regard to this 
is that the first martyr to Christianity (so 
far as I know) died in the fourth century, 
and Bakounine was not born until the be- 
ginning of the nineteenth century, after 
Paine and Voltaire were both dead, and 
long after Bruno, Vanini, and numbers of 
other brave souls had laid down their lives 
that Freethought might liv. This state- 
ment was made some time after the first 
three nights. The last three Mr. Denton 
attempted to show that the Bible taught a 
perfect code of morals, and that it taught 
nothing wrong. His way of doing this 
was to show up the imperfections of every- 
ihing else under the sun and let the Bible 
strictly alone; this was not Mr. Phelps's 
way of treating the question, and he read 
and quoted seriptures, until Mr. Denton 
was compelled to fall back on his knowl- 
edge of Latin (a language of which we 
common mortals were quite ‘‘innocent,” 
of course), in order that we might not see 
how badly he was nonplused; as ‘‘ad 
nauseam" cut a prominent figure, how- 
ever, we gathered that he was not exactly 
pleased with the situation. Finally, two 
interested spectators whispered to Mr. 
Phelps, and when his time came he .pro- 
posed that we take up a collection to buy 
the gentleman a Bible. Mr, Denton 
would not take the hint, however, and 
continually quoted uninspired writers to 


that we were in any way different, as a | prove the inspiration and perfection of 


erty and inalienable rights? Why so soon | body, from other honest, law-abiding peo- 


forget the disgraceful attempt and result 
of trying to govern the New England col- 
onies under a theocracy, especially here in 
Massachusetts? Why forget that under 
the separation of church and state the 
church has enjoyed its greatest freedom, 
protection, and prosperity? Why do they 
not see that, while they allow without a 
protest a bigoted faction to abridge the 
equal rights of citizens, be they Infidel or 
Ohristian, they are permitting the under- 
mining of our liberty, and that what isa 
safeguard for one is a safeguard forall? I 
answer: Because they are lulled tosleep by 
the modern pharisaical soothsayers, who, 
like as of old, ‘‘ teach for doctrin the tra- 
ditions and commandments of men.” Be- 
cause pulpit orators hav ceased to persuade 
by the gospel of love; they hav substituted 
political essays well calculated to tickle 
the ears of the thoughtless, especially 
office-hunters who seek a boom for office 


under the guise of relizion. Because of 


the pleasing fable that the millennial dawn 
is going to be ushered in by making this, 
and other nations, Christians by law, and 
in order to do this, and save this nation, 
they insist that the Sunday law must be 
enforced. ^ 

In conclusion, let me draw a parallel be- 
tween the modern Pharisees and the an- 
cient ones, The ancient ones were very 
zealous that their traditions relativ to the 
Sabbath should be observed lest the for- 
eigners come and take away their place 
and nation, and because Christ and his 
disciples did, on that day, that which they 
declared to be unlawful, therefore they 


ple. Again, I hav seen nothing of any 


the scriptures, and even took it upon him- 
self to say that if the inspired Paul were 


moral revolution; if one has taken plage | speaking to-day, especially with regard to 


here, it was certainly not among Free- 
thinkers, and if there is a revolution in 
the Christian camp I am inclined to think 
it is mental rather than moral, although 
there may be room for both, forall I know. 
The question in this debate was, **Eesolved, 
That the Bible is entirely of human origin, 
and ineuleates an imperfect code of 
morals.” . The first three nights Mr. 
Phelps demonstrated quite plainly that 
there is nothing in the Bible which the 
brain of man could not hav originated, 
and that there is a great deal in it which 
no all-wise God would hav inspired him to 
write. Mr. Denton’s magnificent defense 
of the inspiration of the scriptures was to 
say that he didn’t care if there were two 
hundred and seventy-thousand errors in 
the Bible, he didn’t care if there were a 
million, and a little later he said, ‘I am 
going to prove all of it that I can, all of it 
if I can.” Mr. Phelps, in his reply, said 
he wondered if Mr. Denton cared if the 
Bible were all errorg, and asked him if he 
was going to prove the errors which he 
had just admitted along with the rest. 
But Mr. Denton did not condescend to 
enlighten us any further on God’s errors. 
A little later he was forced to admit that 
whatever proved the Christian religion, 
also proved the heathen religions, and 
wound up the first night by saying that 
any religion was better than none. He 
said, too, that if he could prove one word 
of the Bible to be inspired, he had won his 


ease, so he took the word *' God," declar- ` 


women, he would talk very differently, 
But then I rather agree with him in this 
last myself. I think Paul would talk ‘‘ dif- 
ferently,” or do some pretty lively 
“sprinting” to keep out of the way of 
fathers, sons, and brothers, to say nothing 
of sweethearts. Mr. Denton also felt called 
upon to offer on the rostrum (not outside, 
mind you) a gratuitous insult to every 
woman whose head is so shaped that she 
must think her own thoughts regardless of 
the clergy. He said: **'The most shame- 
fa] thing on earth, it seems to me, is a 
woman who calls herself a Freethinker,” 
and the worst of this is that it called forth 
rounds of applause as often as he had a 
mind to refer to it; not so strange, though, 
considering the fact that three brother 
ministers held down prominent seats on 
the platform and started the clapping re- 
gardless of points, and a certain element 
would always follow. Another of ‘Mr. 
Denton’s knock-out arguments was Lib- 
eral, Mo. I believe he wilfully misrepre- 
sented Liberal, but we will let that go; he 
made himself ridiculous, anyway, by stat- 
ing that free-love was the staple product 
there, and then telling of desperate ef- 
forts of the clergy to get in there, When 
we laughed, he said of course they wanted 
in for missionary purposes. 

I must also say in closing that I believe 
anew era is dawning for Nipomo. The 
lion and the lamb hav not lain down to- 
gether, but something far more wonderful 
has occurred. All the churches hay been 
lying together since the debate, where 
before was ever discord and bickering. 

Yours for Freethought, 
BERTHA WILSON Foreman, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[ArrIL 13, 1895 


@hildren’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


You and I. 


We area living in this world, 
You and I; 
Let us hear the music playing, 
You and I; 
Wil we find in the cup of p'easure, 
All there is in life's grand measure, 
Or will music sing of duty. 
You and I? 


"We are living in this world, 
You and I. ` 
Let us always teach utility, 
You andI. 
Woe should learn the one great lesson, 
In this world of mirth and passion, 
There is a cause for every action, 
Be the action good or bad; 
Let u: cultivate the good. 
You and I. 


We are living in this world, 
` You and 1; 
Lot us build our lives with virtue. 
You and I; 
We should bury ali contention, 
About the fature and the past, 
And liv to be of service 
To humanity, while we last; 
Trusting the future for more harmony. 
You and I. C. N. W. 


LÁ — ilis ——— — — — — 


Youthful Shrewdness. 
“ Mamma, I fiak Iam not well,” 
Said lazy little Mabel, 
The beans I'd given ber to shell 
Neglected on the table. 


Her dimpled cheeks with roses vied; 
Her eyes the stars resembled; 

The chubby form my faith defied, 
My darling has dissembled. 

“Pm sorry, dear," I gravely said, 

** Because you'll miss the puddings. 

The place for sick folks is ia bed, 
With not a taste of good things.” 


She thoughtfully smoothed out her dress, 
This naughty little sinner. 
“ Then I’m not sick just now, I dess. 
TU wait till after dinner " 


——— ee 


Correspondence. 


CHARLES Crty, Ia., March 23, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow: As this, is my 
first letter to the Corner, I will not write 
much. Iam a Freethinkirg girl, twelve 
years old, and study reading, spelling, 
geography, language, and music. I do 
not see any use of their having musio in 
the school We hav to neglect other 
Studies that would do us more good than 
music. My teacber says when we get older 
we will be glad that they had music in the 
schools. 

If any little Freethinker, boy or girl, 
would like to correspond with me, I would 
gladly answer. Yours truly, 

Rosauinp Trrus. 


[Rosalind will not be sorry that she has 
a knowledge of music, but she must giv 
all the attention possible to her other 
studies, for school days are soon over.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


Tacoma, Wasg., March 14, 1895 
Miss Wixow: Being at leisure I thought 
Iwould write to the Corner. Papa has 
been taking Tar TRTA SE KER for some 
time. There are a great many Freethink- 
era here. Mr. C. B. Reynolds came here, 
over a year ago, and lectured. Soon after 
we organized a Tacoma Secular Union. 
It had a great many members, and would 
hav bad more, but people were afraid if 
they joined it the church-going people 
would not patronize them in their business. 
It has failed since, to our sorrow. Mr. 
Charlesworth is thinking of coming here, 
and he has written to several Liberals. 
I will close my letter now, hoping all read- 
ers of THE TRUTH SEEKER are well and 

happy. Friepa WILDE. 


[We hope the Secular Union may scon 
revive and become a power in Tacoma, 
and that Frieda will be one of its wide- 
awake and activ members. — Ep, C. C ] 


MoPuerson, Kan., March 21, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Corner to let you and the 
Ccrner friends know that Mr. Graves, the 
publisher of the Little Freethinker, has 
lost all his bedding and some of his type 
by fire. I want you all to send him some 
money so he can replace the things he lost. 
Those who want, to send him money «an 
either send it to Mr. Graves at Hastings, 
Michigan, or to the editor, Mrs. Elmina 
D. Slenker, Snowville. Pulaski county, Va. 
When you gend it to Mrs. Slenker you will 
hav to tell her it is for Mr. Graves. If 


.BSution 


you can send only a few cents it may help 
him out some. I will send him twenty-five 
cents; mamma sends him twenty-five cents, 
aud my brother is going to send him some 
also. I think Mr. Graves must be a single 
man, for if he had a loving wife at home, 
she mieht bav saved his things. ` 
Yours in truth, Carrie S, KUBIN. 


[We hope all will heed the above appeal 
that Mr. Graves may be amply remuner- 
ated for his loss very soon.—Ep. C. C.] 

Orossy, Tex., March 22, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow: I like to see the 
Children’s Corner with many letters in it. 

There seem to be some Bible readers 
who eau devote their time to nothing else. 
I think all children should hav their 
choice between religion and liberty. Let 
them hav all of the Freethought literature 
they want, and giv them the Bible, and let 
them take their choice - be a Christian or a 
Freethinker. But if he or she, as the case 
may be, has a spoonful of sense, Free- 
thought will be preferred to religion. 
Nine times out of a hundred, though, the 
parents will keep the children’s heads 
buried in the Bible, or some other like 
literature, and never allow them to look at 
such a book as the ‘‘Ageof Reason.” Well, 
Tam sure I will never be a Christian un- 
less they bring to the front something bet- 
ter than the Bible is to prove to me that 
Christianity is true. 

Your Liberal friend, BELLE Harvey, 


[Always seek for evidence. Prove all 
things, and hold fast that which is good, 
is an excellent motto Every one will 
agree that Belle is a bright and interesting 


girl, not likely to be imposed on.—Ep. 


€. 0.] 
BEEBE, ARK., March 29, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I see very few letters 
from the sunny South in our Liberal paper. 
We hav good people here, but they don’t 
dare think for themselvs nor look at both 
sides of religion. This is the home of the 
*one horse preacher," who keeps the 
people scared with his ** Jesus book," but 
some are looking for light, and they 
always get it when they come .to our 
house. Two years ago but few church peo- 
ple would come to see us, because we were 
all Infidels.. My papa lectures on Free- 
thought. But they are over their scare. 
Everybody comes now, and many say he 
is right. We keep a summer resort four 
miles north of Beebe. Baebe is a beauti- 
ful town of one thousand inhabitants, and 
a pleasant climate. It is quite healthful 
here, and homes are cheap. Many people 
in the North could get ahome here who 
cannot own one there. I would like to 
correspond with some of the Cornerites. I 
am fourteen years old. 

With best wishes to Aunt Susie and 
cousins, Epu Wyarr. 

[Edith is a bright, wide-awake girl, and 
the weeds of superstition will never root 
in her pathway. May she liv long to do 
good and be a blessing to her parents and 
friends.—Ep. C. O.] 


GARDEN Grove, Ia., March 18, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: i wrote once to the 
Children’s Corner, and am now doing it 
again. I am old and hav no children of 
my own, but I am much interested iu read- 
ing the letters of the little witches and 
pleased to see them sign themselvs *' vour 
little Infidel,” snd ‘‘your little Free- 
thinker.” Colonel **Bob" says when 
women begin to reason and babes sit on 
lap of philosophy, the world will soon get 
rid of priestcraft, ignorance, and suoer- 
I tnink in about twenty years 
fro a now, when the Cornerites are grown 
to be women and bav homes of their own, 
there will be lots of sweet little babes 
sitting on the lap of philosophy. You are 
doing & grand work in fetching women 
out of the churches and from nnder the 
bondage of priesteraft. There are women 
here in our town who spend haif of th ir 
time gadding around raising money to fix 
up their church and keep their beloved 
pastor sleek and fat, while their own 
homes are mortgaged beyond redemption. 
Ignorant Christians say that Infidels do 
not want their children to grow up and 
believe as they do. I want to refute them 
by making 2 nice serap-book of letters 
from the Children’s Corner. Goon with 
the good work. JOHN CARNAHAN. 


[Thanks, friend John, for your kind let- 
ter. We are glad you like to read our 
young folks’ letters,.and that scrap-book 
will be a little gem when you get it done. 
Your words of appreciation are very en- 
eouraging.—Ep. C. 0.] 

—*A— 
Doesn?i Get Aroand in Time. 


Tommy: ‘‘Do you say your prayers 
every night?” 

Jimmy: '' Yep." 

“And does your maw say hers?” 

ss Yep. » g 

**And does your paw?” 


‘Naw. Pawdon'tneed to. It’s almost 
daylight when he gits to bed.”— Cincin- 
nati Tribune. 


THE SECOND SUMMER, 


mauy mothers believe, is the most precarious in 
a child's life; generally it may be true, but you 
will find that mothers and physicians familiar 
with the valne of the Gail Borden Eagle Brand 
Condensed Milk do not so regard it. 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


A small farm of 10 acres E6 perches, located 
within one and a half miles of Media county seat 
aud within four miles of Chester, P&, on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the p'ace, some “hoice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but, are old buildings. 
Within five minutes’ walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line between 
Merle and Chester, with less than five minutes’ 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
andit would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern honse on it. Fight 
years aro the laud adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care Tug TRUTA SerKrr. 


SEND YRS ANY, 


Something m 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecou 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 
O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 

side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 2 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price. cloth, $1; paper. 50 cents. 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Early History of Christianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forth. 


By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRICE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafavatte place. New York. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 2 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is sdded, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D: 
Fourth Editton. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 
Part [1.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 
Part ve Whonoe Came the Aryans? Fiye chap. 
ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. New York Oitv. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


_ Of this valuable book the London *'Free. 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
of Mr Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowine stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


THE TRUTH SHEKER, 
#8 sf Ra vette olana. Now Tora 


J Pond’s 


Extract 


WEIGHT iN GOLD 


Cures Female Complaints, 


Neuralgia, Piles, Sores, 


Bruises and ALL PAIN. 


CHEAP SUBSTITUTES 
DO NOT CURE. 


$679,694.439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and ferritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and, Denominationa, 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the jacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890. 
aot be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
10 axist. ; 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pabiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
coductions are made: 


l'en copies. . - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies, 2t E è E 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - E 8.00 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Addrare THE TRI RERKER. New York. 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book o 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear ezponition 
piblical story of man’s “creation, 

quA Vheologioally denominated “the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. x! 

The Bible Against. Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology. 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 
tion of the assumption that he was a divine 
erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. . 
Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 

what it is not and what it eee ee 

Address THE TRUT. SE 
28 Lafayette place, New Tork. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Bav. Q. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 


Arni, 13, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


as? 


| JYev Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of TBx 
TRUTH SusEkER Oompany, at the price 
named. 


CHAMBERS’S Ooncist GAZETTEER OF THE 
Wortp, Topographical, Statistical, 
Historical. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippin- 
cott Company. Oloth, 8vo. 768 pp. 
Price, $2.25. 

This volume is chiefly a condensation 
from Ohambers's Encyclopedia, although 
many of the articles are new and there are 
numerous additions to the list. The work 
is convenient to hold and handle and much 
information is packed into a small space, 
We notice an amusing blunder made by 
the writer of the preface. He is speaking 
of the allusions to famous persons, places, 
or events, such as the ‘‘sage of Ohelsea,”’ 
the ‘‘ victor of Barossa,” and the ** Ohil- 
tern Hundreds.” Among the rest is the 
“ Hermit of Walden.” Now it so happens 
that that is the only reference to Thoreau 
or to Walden there is in the book! 

Tur Oxonorzpr0 Review or Ovrrent His. 
Tory. Edited by Alfred S. Johnson, 
A.M., Ph. D. Vol. 4, 1894. Buffalo: 
Garretson, Cox & Co. Paper, 8vo., il- 
lustrated. 
cents per single number. 

. This is a much-needed and excellent 

publication. It admirably supplements the 

standard cyclopedias by bringing the rec- 
ord of events down to date, or within two 
or three months of it. Every person who 
has occasion to consult a cyciopedia—as 
what person has not—will not need to be 
reminded that those books of reference 
are costly and new editions are gotten out 
only at infrequent intervals, and even if 
they were brought down to the end of each 
year the element of cost would shut most 
of the new editions out of the homes and 
offices of a great majority of the people. 

But this ** Oyelop3die Roview " will fill in 

the gap very well at à moderate expense. 

It should be a great financial success for 

its enterprising publishers. 

Hypnotism: How It Is Done; Its Uses 
and Dangers. By James R, Oocke, 
M.D. Boston: Arena Publishing Com- 
pany. Oloth, 12mo., 373pp. Price, $1.50. 
This book is one that can be read with 

profit by all, for it is written in the purely 
scientific, spirit by a physician who is too 
cool an observer and too little of a partisan 
to exaggerate in one direction the import- 
ance of given facts or to minimize it in the 
other. The conclusion is that hypnotism 
may often be used by the physician and 
less often by the surgeon to relieve pain 
and mitigate or cure disease. He finds 
that some may be helped thereby who can- 
not be relieved by other agencies, while, 
on the contrary, it faila totally in other 
cases of the same disease. He urges that 
the subject be studied and experimented 
with for the sole purpose of getting at the 
facts, not to establish a preconceived 
theory for or against. There is nothing 
of the sensational, of the marvelous, of 
the supernatural, of the superhuman about 
the book. It is a refreshing contrast to 
most of the popular works dealing with 
the same subject, books which can fill the 
minds of reasoning, cool-blooded men and 
women with weariness and disgust only. 

PoruraA& Sorentirico LzorUnzs. By Er- 
nest Mach. Translated by Thomas J. 
McCormack. Chicago: The Open Court 
Publishing Company. Ototh, 12mo., 
818 pp. Ilustrated with forty-four cuts 
and diagrams. Price, $1. 

These lectures, delivered during a period 
extending from 1864 to 1894, are upon 
these topics: The Forms of Liquids, the 
Fibers of Corti, on the Oauses of Harmony, 
the Velocity of Light, why has Man Two 
Eyes? on Symmetry, on the Fundamental 
Concepts of Electrostatics, on the Princi- 
ple of the Conservation of Energy, on the 
Economical Nature of Physical Inquiry, 
on Transformation and Adaptation in 
Seientifio Thought, on the Principle of 
Comparison in Physics, on Instruction in 
the Olassics and the Mathematico-Physical 
Sciences. They are in the popular style 
that such lectures must be if they are to 
hav hearers in the first place and many 
readers when put into book form. In his 
preface to this volume Professor Mach 
observes that only a small amount of in- 
formation can -be conveyed to the hearer 
in the limited time accorded to a subjeot, 
but that in such lectures, if the matter is 
appropriately chosen, ''the charm and 
poetry of research can be conveyed to 
them.” ‘*Itis only necessary to set forth 
the attractiv and alluring features of a 
problem, and to show what broad domains 

- of fact can be illuminated by the light 
radiating from the solution of a single and 
oftentimes unobtrusiv point." In . this 
way also is Shown the substantial sameness 
of scientific and common thought. The 
general public loses its shyness toward 
scientific questions, while it is forced upon 


Price, $1.50 per year, 40 


the conseionsness of the lecturer that 

** his work is only a small part of the uni- 

versal processof life, and that the resulta of 

his labors must redound to the benefit not 
only of himself and a few of his associates, 
bnt to that of the collectiv whole.” 

The lectures are all interesting and in- 
structiv; but perhaps '* Why has Man Two 
Eyes?" will longer hold the attention of 
the average reader, because the subject is 
one that so appeals to our experiences and 
imaginings, Referring to photographic 
and stereoscopic work, the lecturer ob- 
serves: ''You know that if you move 
much while your photograph is beiog 
taken, your picture will come out like that 
of a Hindoo deity, with several heads or 
several arms, which, at the spaces where 
they overlap, show forth with equal dis- 
tinotness, so that you seem to see the one 
picture through the other. If a person 
moves quickly away from the camera be- 
fore the impression is completed, the ob- 
jects behind him will also be imprinted 
upon the photograph; the person will lock 
transparent. Photographic ghosts are 
made in this way.” Another especially 
thought-provoking lecture is the last—on 
Education. 

Brook Farm: Historic and Personal Me- 
moirs. ByJohn Thomas Codman. Bos- 
ton: Arena Publishing Oompany. Oloth, 
12mo., 3835 pp. Price, $2. 

This book is supposed to giv the inner, 
intimate history of ‘‘ The Brook Farm Ex- 
periment,” an experiment conducted by a 
small group of famous or noted men, some 
one and some the other. Mr. Oodman re- 
marks that there were two distinct phases 
of the associated life at Brook . Farm. 
The pioneers established a school and com- 
bined with it farm and household labors, 
Then came an attempt to introduce 
** methods of social science and to add 
mechanical and other industries to those 
already commenced.” The two periods 
covered are commonly called the Trans- 
cendental and the Industrial. It appears 
that the records of the institution are 
missing, probably long ago destroyed, and 
the book before us was compiled and writ- 
ten from a few memoranda and the author’s 
memory of the experiences he and his as- 
sociates underwent in their attempt to 
solve the social problem. It is written 
not so much to gratify curiosity or to re- 
cord the deeds of the men and women who 
were wise ‘‘before their time," as to 
whisper courage to the reformers of to-day 
who are wrestling with the same great 
issue, Mr. Oodman points out that the 
** Brook Farm life and ideals were purely 
coéperativ and philosophical,” and he ex- 
presses the opinion that a few weak triais 
made fifty years ago were not enough to 
solve the question of right living and de- 
termin how to shape the outward forms of 
society. He contides to his readers the 
wish of his heart that. his sketch of his 
early days may inspire some who can com- 
mand the influence and means necessary 
**to continue the experiments in social 
science, along lines laid out with more or 
less clearness by the Brook Farmers.” 


The originator of the movement was the: 


Rev. George Ripley, a Unitarian minister 
who had gravitated into Transcendental- 
ism; the place selected was at Brook Farm, 
West Roxbury, nine miles from Boston. 
At the first there were. about twenty per- 
sons in the settlement, among whom was 
Nathaniel Hawthorne. When taken it was 
a milk farm and early each morning one of 
the colony started for Boston with a load 
of miik. The work was new to most of 
them, and for the women it was particu- 
larly hard, as there were so few compared 
with the number of men, and visitors and 
pupils added to the burden. In the fall of 
1842 the Brook Farm school was started 
with teachers in Intellectual and Natural 
Philosophy and Mathematics, Belles Let- 
tres, Latin and Music, G?rman and Greek, 
Theosophical [?] and Practical Agriculture, 
History and Modern Languages, and four 
in the primary and infant classes and draw- 
ing. OCbarles A. Dana was the instructor 
in German and Greek. , After about two 
years of the work along the lines origi- 
nally laid down it was determined to extend 
the industrial enterprise and to take into 
the society practical workers even if not 
educated to the degree at first deemed 
essential. This action alienated the more 
theoretical of the outside friends of the 
enterprise, as Ralph Waldo Emerson, for 
instance. But the book will tell you all 
about it, much better than we can. 


$100 Reward, $100. 


The readers of this paper will be pleased to 
learn that there is at leastone dreaded disease 
that science has been able to cure in all its stages 
and that is Uatarrh. Hall's Catarrh Cure is the 
only positive cure now known to the medical 
fraternity. Catarrh being & constitutional dis- 
ease requires & Constitutional treatment. Hall’s 
Oatarrh Cure is taken internally, acting directly 
upon the blood and mucous surfaces of the sys- 
tem, thereby destroying the foundation of the 
disease, and giving the patient strength by build- 
ing up, the constitution and assisting nature in 
doing its work. The proprietors have so much 
faith in its onrative powers, that they offer One 
Hundred Dollars for any case that it fails to cure. 
Send for circulars and testimonials. Address 

. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, Ò 
RF- Sold by Drugzists, 750. 
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Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. 
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400 Years 
OF 
reeth 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 165 pp. Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


PRR 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 


$6.50. 


ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It - 


had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were geiting alittle impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nne 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! - Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, it is evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more -than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Ferr- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With " The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 
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ILL. Is the Bible Con- 


tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillmeut of Heorew Prophesy and Expectancy? V. Jesus 
the Peacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look foran [mmediate tesurrect'on? VII. 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Co ning of Ohrist? VIIL The Christ Spirit Out- 


side the Bibl 


ible. IX What Is the sible? X. How Man Advances. XI. Why Do Men Ol 


ing to the 


y 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Pr.yer. XIIL Is Therea God? XIV. R d 
Punishment. Xv. immortality. XVI. Conclusion. MT * I emera and 


A Book that should bein ithe hands of all who seek the light. 


Price, paper, 


50 cents; cloth, The Truth Seeker, New Yor 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Turonocy has only. served to upset 
brains, and sometimes states. — Voltaire. 


Porvmxa to another world will never 
stop vice among us; shedding light over 
this world can alone help us.— Whitman. 


Resistance to aggression is not simply 
justifiable but imperativ. Non-resistance 
hurts both altrnism and egoism.— Herbert 
Spencer. 


= Tue only trouble with this great country 
of our is that it is running all to politics. 
The tax-eaters are carrying it off like a 
thousand tiny ants rolling a disabled cater- 
pillar.— Galveston News. 


Tur old countries. the so-called effete 
races, are quite spt to birth and nurture 
genius. Newly-discovered countries may 
be absolutely barren of men of the first 
type. The new land may giv the pioneer. 
The old land may giv the preserver. Even 
this cannot be uncompromisingly asserted. 
The margin of uncertainty is too wide.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


TuE poor, the feeble, the helpless, pre- 
cisely those whose pitiable estate appeais 
most strongly to the sympathies of man, 
the Supreme crushes, relentlessly, unhesi- 
tatingly. The survival of the fittest, not 
tbe best, but the best adapted, those who 
ean offer the stoutest resistance—is the 
rule of the **benevolent" controler of the 
universe. — JoÀn Francis Smith. 


Ar the risk of being called a faddist, I 
declare with no uncertain voice—for it is 
the voice of the coming era—that all the 
sports of the strong, dependent on the 
pain and oppression of the weak, are un- 
worthy of good and noble men, who, were 
they not blinded by custom, fashion, and 
tradition, would rush to the rescue of a 
defenseless animal, instead of hounding it 
to a terrible death,— Mary Campbell 
Smith, in Westminster Review. 


TyEre is the greatest difference between 
presuming an opinion to be true, because, 
with every opportunity for contesting it, 
it has not been refuted, and assuming its 
truth for the purpose of not permitting its 
refutation. Complete liberty of contra- 
dicting and disproving our opinion, is the 
very condition which justifies us in assur- 
ing its truth for purposes of action; on no 
other terms can a being with human fac- 
ulties hav any rational assurance of right, 
—J. S. Mill, 


Tar optimist folds his smug hands on 
his ample knees, and murmurs content- 
edly, ‘The Lord has willed it”; ‘There 
must always be rich and poor”; ‘‘ Nature 
has, after all, her great law of compensa- 
tion." The pessimist knows well self- 
deception like that is either a fraud or a 
blind, and recognizing the seething mass 
of misery at his doors givs what he can—his 
pity, or, where possible, his faint aid, in 
redressing the crying inequalities and in- 
justices of man or nature, — Grant Allen. 


Waren one thinks of the Greeks playing, 
praying, laboring, leoturing, dreaming, 
sculpturing, training, living everlastingly 
in the free wind and under the pure heav- 
ens, and thinks that the chief issue of oivi- 
lization is to pack human beings into 
rooms like salt fish in a barrel, with never 
a sight of leaf or cloud, never a whisper of 
breeze or bird—oh, the blessed blind men 
who think of progress! Progress, that 
givs four cubic feet of air apiece to its 
children, and calls the measurement Pub- 
lic Health!— Ouida. 


Tar ‘idea of suicide as an immoral or 
criminal action had its origin in the belief 
that mankind is sent to earth by a supreme 
being with a certain allotted length of 
days. If man dies at two-and-twenty of 
small-pox, tumbles off his horse at five- 
and-forty, is killed by a railway accident 
at sixty, or dies quietly in his bed at ninety, 
it is equally the will of God and by his 
commands, Although we do not recognize 
them by name, we still continue by im- 
plication to accept our ancestors’ theory 
of the Norns who cut the thread of human 
fate whenever a man's life had come toa 
elose. — 4gnosco, in Agnostic Journal. 


James I. seid: ‘f No bishop, no king." 
He might hav added: No cross, no crown. 
The king owned the bodies of men; the 
priests, the souls. One lived on taxes 
collected by force, the other on alms col- 
lected by fear—both robbers, both beg- 
gars. ‘These robbers and these beggars 
controled two worlds. The king made 
laws, the priest made creeds. Both ob- 
tained their authority from God, both 
were the agents of the infinit. With 
bowed backs the people carried the bur- 
dens of one, and with wonder’s open 
mouth received the dogmas of the other. 
If the people aspired to be free, they were 
crushed by the king, and every priest was 
a Herod, who eueueres the children 
of the brain. The king ruled by force, 
the priest by fear, and both by both,— 
Ingersoll. 
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After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 


cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Gores Srrox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 


ing as follows: 


Its durability and its capac- 


* This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 


power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, 


Material and workmanship are superior.” 
The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Senor Fasan, of the Paris 


Conservatory, says: 


prompt touch. 


* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Trurs Szexer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 


$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. 


Every piano is 


warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it-until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 


cago. 


your interest to correspond with us. 


Full description of instruments sent on application. 
-If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap: 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A COPY,—Green cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 cents. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 


Bv R. B. 


Westbrook, A.M. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogue free. Safe Wate. 


street, New 


ork. 
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In the nature of things, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 
soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; forif a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERBOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxexasoLr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inazrson1, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. ; 


Travels in Faith. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism., 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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Not for Parsons. 


SHorrer: ‘‘ Hay you any toys a child 
can play with on Sunday?” Salesman: 
** Yes; here's a box of soldiers.” Shop- 
per: ‘* Play with soldiers on the Sabbath!” 
Salesman: ‘‘But these belong to the Sal- 
vation Army.”— New, York World. 


Rev. Dr. MoAvuey, ao aged minister of 
Philadelphia, has been convicted of lead- 
ing & double life and the Presbyterian 
board has fired him. There is hope for 
the Quaker City yet. Who would ever 
hav supposed that any Philadelphia man 
had so much life?—Sunday Telegram 
(Portland, Me.). 


An Ohio preacher tells his congregation 
that ‘‘ Chicago is the nearest approach to 
hell that we hav upon this earth." This 
may or may not be true, but should any 
Chicago congregation extend a call to the 
Ohio preacher at an increased salary the 
haste with which he would go to the ter- 
restrial hell would mitigate to an extent 
the superstitious horror of the credulous 
PAE AORA Telegram (Portland, 
Me.). 


Ovr little four-year-old Alice is a small 
interrogation point, and often makes re- 
marks which confound her elders. Last 
Sabbath, after the older children had gone 
to Sunday-school, her mamma undertook 
to giv her a Bible lesson. All proceeded 
^ nicely until Alice asked: ‘‘ Mamma, where 
is God?" Her mother answered, ** God, 
my dear, is in your heart when you are 
good and love people." Silence and deep 
thought on the part of Alice, then came 
** Mamma, please take my heart out and 
look at him."—New York World. 


Docroz P. was riding in the suburbs of 
Buffalo with his small boy, and stopped at 
a tavern to water his horse. The child 
watched the operation intently, and evi- 
dently thinking it clumsily managed, piped 
out: ‘* Papa, why doesn’t the horse take 
the pail up with his feet and drink?" 
Why, he isn't made that way.” ‘‘ Why 
not?” ‘* Well, God didn't see fit to make 
him so." '*Why didn't God make him 
so?” ‘Ah! that beats me. How should 
I know?" The infant’s respect for his 
father clearly suffered. ‘ H’m!” he said, 
after a moment’s hesitation: ''PIl ask 
grandma, She knows God."— Buffalo 
Commercial. 


A coop, old Methodist lady attending 
service in a suburban Episcopal church 


last Sunday became happy under the. 


preaching of the word, and ejaculated: 
t: Glory!” She was admonished to keep 
quiet by two of the brethren, and nodded 
assent, but soon becoming forgetful, re- 
sponded *'*Hallelujah!" The brethren 


again called her attention to the annoy-. 


ance, and told her that if she did not keep 
quiet they would be compelled to remove 
her. The sermon proceeded, and the old 
lady becomiug very happy, aud forgetful 
‘of her surroundings, shouted out: **Glory 
to God!" This was too much for the 
brethren, and they tried to lead her out; 
but she refused to walk, so they carried 
her. On the way she said: ‘‘ I am honored 
above my master, for while he was carried 
by au ass I am carried by two.”—Phiila- 
delphia Record. 


Tam Gorpon was a small farmer, a 
bachelor, and he lived alone—minus some 
things that make life worth living for some 
people, but fully satisfied with the depri- 
vation so he were spared the troubles and 
anxieties attending the advent of wife and 
bairns—and the extra work required for 
their maintenance.: His parson, however, 
did not think Tam was altogether doing 
his duty to the kirk and his queen an 
country by so closely following his own 
inclinations, and undertook to remonstrate 
with him. Tam had no great necessity to 
leave his solitary couch at a very early 


hour, and it was not, therefore, surprising | 


that the minister found him one morning 
just finishing his modest breakfast of 
brose. '*Why, Tam," said he at once, 
marking the many evidences of bachelor- 
dom on all sides, **why don't you marry, 
and hav a nice body about your house to 
keep things tidy. See what a nice break- 
fast she'd cook for you.” **Yes," replied 
Tam, **and eat half of it, too, eh?" ‘ Well, 
but see how nicely she'd mend your 
elothes, and sew on your buttons, and 
maybe she'd mak’ ye a new suit of clothes.” 
* Ay," said Tam, **and I'd hav to buy her 
some new clothes, too!" The minister saw 
Tam had no soft spots on these lines, and 
tried another. ‘‘You know, Tam, it’s 
your duty as a loyal citizen and a member 
of the kirk to take a wife. Suppose all 
men followed your example, the race would 
come toanend. Did not God order us to 
be fruitful and multiply? And will not 
his blessed plan of salvation be lost if we 
do not obey him?" Steadily Tam looked 
at the minister as he asked, ‘‘ What did 
God make Adam out of?" ‘The dust of 
the ground, of course.” ‘‘And who was 
the father of Jesus Christ?’ ‘‘The Holy 


Ghost, Tam,” inncently replied the minis. | 


ier. '* Well, then,” said Tam, ‘‘if the 
Lord wants a big population to work his 
plan of salvation upon, he may send down 
the Holy Ghost, or turn that big hill at 
the back of the house into men and women. 
He can hav a8 many as he wants, but Ill 
no be troubled with a pack of brats,” 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
` E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


Fruits and Vegetables. 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS 


in 


BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE, AND POULTRY, 


SPECIALTIES: 


Florida and California Products—Bananas, Or- 
anges, Lemons, Cranb-rries, Pineapples, 
Grapes, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Mel- 

_ ons, Apples, B»rries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
oes, Clery, Beets, Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash, Crab Ap- , 

ples, Egg Plant. 


SEE THAT CURVE! 
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RIGHT LIVING | 


Ethics as Understood by a 


Special attent/on paid to filling orders for 
Poultry, Eggs, Cheese and all kinds of Fruits 
and Vegetables in their season. 


L2 


118 So. Water St., Chicago. 
Student of Science. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON'S 
ia By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from, & rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Science 


e ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


THE GIANT DELUSION 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Oongress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICONBE, 


Price, LO Cents, For sale. at this Office. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms or religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in 


paper, 50 cents in cloth 
Address THE 


Address TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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You see them everywhere. 


Beautiful 
Bicycles... 


€ - Bicyae Beauty comes from graceful lines 
and fine finish, in which points Columbia bicycles excel. But 
there is more than mere looks to recommend a Columbia. 
Back of the handsome design and elegant finish is a sterling 
quality that over the roughest road and the longest journey will 
carry the rider with safety and satisfaction, 


COLUTIBIA » 2 Hartfora. 


POPE MFG. CO. 
General Offices and Factories, HARTFORD 


BOSTON, NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 
SAN FRANOISCO, 
PROVIDENOER, BUFFALO. 


Send two 2-cent stamps for a 
Columbia Catalogue; free if you 
call at a Columbia agency. 
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Buy a 
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365 DAYS — 
. Ahead Of 


them all. 


Kea, ne Hin 


19 to 23 Yos. 


CATALOG FREE ii you mention this paper. 


KEATING WHEEL CO., 
_ Holyoke, Mass. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, | 
l Br J. W. SULLIVAN. 


Price, 25 cents. Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER, 


ga WONDER CABINET FREE, Missing Link 

Pw f Puzzle, Devil’s Bottle, Pocket Camera, Latest 
Ñ Wire Puzzle, Spook Photos, Book of Sleight of 
A Hand, Totul Value 60¢ Sent free with immense 
catulozwe of 1000 Bargains for 10c. for postare, 
INGERSOLL & BRO. 65 Cortlandt Street, N, Y. 


LYATION FREE. 
8 been my standing 
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EWI learn to maintain vigorandregainit - 
byreading the most complete book of 
Medical, Social, Sexual Seience, 
by an eminent physician of 35 years 
J experience. `The ‘‘old, original, 
233) Standard" work, endorsed by all, 
CENCE imitated by many, equalled by none, 
* dl Inspired by wish to aid humanity, it 
AI has providentially saved thousands. 
hu Its essays ou marriage, parentage, 
adaptation, maritai failures, etc., 
iW are of inestimab:e value to all now 
| married or who ever expeet to he 
| The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
3 colored charts of vital organs, 200 
wood cuts, chromos showing 
origin of Leve of man. 
uc id APPEN. nS over 200 Hecipes. 
` c— Only $1.50 by Mall; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


. 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


È DO YOU WANT IT 20 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. No experience. New Tariff Bill gives 
unlimited Profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted. Manufacturers, 
P. O. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. 


charges, 
Varico- 


booklet will be sent to their address for 
en Cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
giving causes and symptoms of the com: 
» plaints, and à qescription of the Doctor's 
important medical discovery—an Outs 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences Of suc- 
cess Address — DR. R, P. FELLOWS, * 


Say where you saw thisadver. x Vinelaud, N. J.) 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a ver 
successful physician. He has treated D FASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
ancutgowth of this long practice, which shonld 
give confidence to those afflicted, p 
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of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee. —Matt. ii, 21, 22. 
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OLD CARPENTER RELURNS FROM EGYPT. 
And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 


Being warned 


JY ows of the (ee. 


No tolls will be charged for the passage 
of Reels through the Canadian ‘‘ Soo” 
canal, 


Joper RuponeH B. Martine, of the 
court of General Sessions of New York, 
has recently died. . 


ARTHUR WELLESLEY PEEL for eleven 
years speaker of the British House of 
Commons; has just retired from that po- 
sition. ; 


Ow April 5 five persons were killed and 
several injured by an explosion of powder 
in a grocery and sbip chandlery at New 
Orleans, 


Taz bill for the disestablishment of the 
ehureh in Wales has passed its second 
reading in the House of Commons by the 
vote of 304 to 260. 


Tar horse car isa thing of the past in 
St. Louis. The Jefferson Avenue line, the 
last to giv up the ancient system, has 
adopted electricity. 


Princess Cononna (nee Mackay) has ob- | 
tained from the Roman courts a decree of 
separation from her husband and the.cus- | 
tody of her chitdren, 


. JAPAN has sent in all 87,000 soldiers to 
China. If the armistice does not terminate 
in peace there are 26,000 more mobilized 
ready to take ship at once. 


Tae Metropolitan Traction Company 
(cable) of New York has added $8,000,000 
to its immediate resources by putting 
mortgages on all its property. 


Tue Spanish government has called out 
20,000 of the reserves to rertore the 
strength of the army, depleted by the 
sending of reinforcements to Cuba. 


Japan continued her military prepara- 
tions up to the very last moment before 
the armistice went into effect. There are 
said to be 80,000 Chinese soldiers in For- 
mosa, 


Tas Yale faculty has ordered Harry 
Moffat Wilson to leave college for his re- 
fusal to be vaccinated. His father resides 
at Newburg, N. Y., and does not believe 
in vaccination, 


A Dxr&oIT man has published and copy- 
righted a ‘‘Triiby Appendix,” consisting 
of an English translation of the passages 
and words which in the original ‘‘'‘Trilby " 
appear in French. 


Mrs. PAnaN Stevens, long the woman 
leader of the '* Four Hundred,” died at 
her home in this city of pneumonia on 
April 4. She was born in Lowell, Mass., 
about seventy years ago. 


In Michigan the Republicans elected, on 
a very light vote, their candidates for 
judge and for regents of the university by 
& majority of about 25,000. Last year 
their majority was 106,000. 


AT the municipal elections the Demo- 
erats won in Bridgeport, Conn., and the 
Republicans in Cleveland, Ohio, and W1- 


nona, Minn. In Ohio several women were | primitiv and unsoripiural claims is abso- 


elected to positions on school boaràs. 


PITTSBURG coal men say«that there is no 
danger that long distance transmission of 
electricity generated by water power will 
injure them, as they can send a ton of coal 
a thousand miles by water for 25 cents. 


JInGotsM is costing France dearly. The 
attempt to conquer Madagascar has in- 
volved an outlay of $18,000,000, and the 
Tonquin affair cost $107,000,000, while 
Tonquin is a constant drain on the French 
taxpayers. 


In this country the yearly crop of pea- 
nuts amounts to about 88,000,000 pounds. 
Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee, and North 
Carolina are the chief producers, in the 
order named. In 1892 Africa shipped 400, - 
000,000 pounds of peanuts to Europe. 


BrrrisH troops are fighting with the hill 
tribes of northern Indie. In a late 
‘battle’? in Chitral with 12,000 tribesmen 
under Umbra Khan, 500 of the nativs fell 
in death under the fire of the Maxim guns 
of the British, while the latter lost very few 
in killed and wounded. 


Great Britain reiterates her determina- 
tion not to submit the Venezuelan diffi- 
culty to arbitration unless it is conceded in 
advance that she is to retain the territory 
within what is known as the Schomburg 
survey of 1841. She has asserted this po- 
sition for eleven years. 


Sr. Louis went Republican by the un- 
precedented majority of 13,000, but Moses 
Craven, one of the candidates of the win- 
ning party, a Republican in good stand- 
ing, was beaten, a Democrat securing the 
office. Mr. Craven is a Negro and his 
opponent is a white man, 


A comBination has been formed by the | 


soft coal operators, the cosl-carrying rail- 
roads, and the miners to giv stability to 
prices, freight rates, and miners’ wages. 
This will keep the price of coal up to con- 
sumers, but provides for the miners, a 
new thing in the coal business. 


Tux Cuban revolt is spreading; American 
consuls in Havana and Santiago think that 
if must be suppressed soon if it is to be 
suppressed at all, Many exiled insurgent 
leaders are landing, having come in from 
South and Central American states, the 
Spanish navy being unable to efficiently 
patrol the coast, 


Ar the recent municipal election in Chi- 
cago the Republicans carried the city by a 
majority of some 45,000, The entire Rs- 
publican city ticket and all the town tick- 
ets were elected. Nearly all the Board of 
Aldermen are of that party. The mayor 
eiect is George B. Swift, defeated at the 
interim, election by Mr. Hopkins, Demo- 
in The issues, as in St. Louis, were 
ocal, 


Tue Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate 
of all England, replying to the recent 
speech of Lord Halifax in reference to the 
reunion of the Church of England with 
the Church of Rome, declares that any 
corporate union with the Church of Rome 
* while she retains her distinctiv errone- 
ous dootrins and advances her present un- 


lutely visionary and impossible." 


W. L. Osampers, United States Land 
Commissioner to Samos, reports that he 
found but nineteen American citizens 
there, exclusiv of officials. The Commis- 
sion, consisting of himself and Commission- 
ers representing Great Britain and Ger- 
many, rejected the vast bulk of acreage 
claimed by Americans because of the man- 
ifestly inadequate consideration given for 
it and because the titles were defectiv. 


Ox April 8 Judge Barnard at Newburg 
refused the application of the Anti-Vac- 
cination League of Newburg for a manda- 
mus requiring the Board of Education to 
permit children who hav not been vac- 
cinated to attend the public schools, Asa 
compulsory education law has been passed 
the decision of Judge Barnard leaves 
parents who object to vaccination no rem- 
edy. The April issue of Foote’s Health 
Monthly, of 129 East 28th street, New 
York, is an anti-vaccination number. 


ANoTHER of the old landmarks of New 
York is going; Niblo’s Garden is being 
torn down to make room for a modern 
office building. In 1851 Adelina Patti 
made her debut upon its boards as a child 
of eight. Gerry and his Society for the 
Suppression of Budding Genius were not 
in power then or she could not hav de- 
lighted the public at that age. With the 
old building are associated the memories 
of many other famous actors and singers, 
including Dion Boucicault, Madam Sontag, 
the Ravels, and Madam Rachel. 


Tanz last batch of indictments handed in 
by the grand jury of the court of Oyer 
and Terminer, this city, were against 
George C. Clausen, Nathan Straus, and A. 
B. Tappen, ex-Commissioners of Parks, 
for alleged conspiracy in making illegal 
contracts f-r asphalt pavements, bail, 
$1,500 each; Thomas Killilea, police cap- 
tain, bribery, bail, $10,000; Thomas J. 
Brady, formerly Superintendent of Build- 
ings, bribery and accepting unlawful gra- 
fuity, bail, $10,000; Hugh Cassidy, Ed- 
ward F. Miley, John H. Thrall, patrolmen, 
attempt to extort, bail, $3,000 each. 


Over the veto of Governor Holcomb the 
legislature of Nebraska passed a bill which 
provides that the governor, attorney- 
general, and commissioner of public lands 
and buildings shall constitute a board hav- 
ing the authority to appoint the persons 
who shail constitute the Omaha Fire and 
Police Commission, two of whom may be 
of the same party. This has been done 
against the protest of every prominent 
business man of Omaha; it cuts the mayor 
off from all participation in the control of 
city affairs. The attorney-general and 
commissioner of public lands and build- 
ings are A. P. À. men. 


GEN. SAMUEL J. Ler, second to Fred- 
erick Douglass among the colored people 
of the country, died in Charleston on 
Aprili. He was for seven years a member 
of the South Carolina legislature, was its 
speaker, the father of an amendment to 
the state constitution which prevented any 
increase of the debt of the state without 
the vote of the people, and he also secured 


the passage of a measure which freed the 
state from a debt of $7,000,000 contracted 
by the Moses ring. He came within thir- 
teen votes of being elected judge of the 
supreme court of the stat», and he inau- 
gurated the present free school system of 
the state, -As a lawyer he ranked high; it 
was his boast that of 110 persons accused 
of murder whom he defended but one was 
executed. i 


Tur United States Supreme Court by a 
tie vote leaves the income tax in force, ex- 
cept the provisions taxing incomes from. 
land, and from state, county, and munici- 
pal bonds. This is understood to be the 
division of the court on all the proposi- 
tions involved, as ascertained by the 
World: For declaring the law constitu- 
tional with the exception of the tax on 
rentals and on state and municipal bonds— 
Justices Harlan, Shiras, Brown, and 
White. For declaring the whole law un- 
constitutional—Ohief Justice Fuller, and 
Justices Field, Gray, and Brewer. For 
declaring the income from real estate ren- 
tals exempt—Fuller, Field, Gray, Brewer, 
Shiras, and Brown. For declaring the 
income from state and municipal bonds 
exempt—all eight. 


Tuomas MoDonatp lay in wait for and 
shot Thomas Patton in Sumner county, 
Kan., May 5, 1894, On his trial he frankly 
confessed the deed, but refused to consider 
himself a murderer. He said that Ander- 
son Gray, a wealthy farmer, had hypno- 
tized him and ‘‘ suggested ” the murder of 
Patton. Gray had also instructed him in 
the use of the revolver and rifle, with 
which he had supplied bim, and had se- 
lected the place by the side of the road 
where McDonald lay in ambush for his 
victim. The jury acquitted McDonald on 
the first poll. Then Gray was put on trial 
and convicted of murder in the first de- 
gree as the principal in the procurement 
of the crime. The case was carried on 
appeal to the supreme court of the state, 
which on April 6 sustained the ruling of 
the lower court. It is the first case of the 
kind in the United States, if not in the 
world. So says Judge McAdam of the su- 
perior court of New York. Of course 
men accused of crime hav pleaded that 
they were hypnotized, but for a man to be 
convieted of murder on the ground that 
he used hypnotic influence is something 
new. : 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


** The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. * ' * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public,” 

The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
‘* Musings" of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ^? 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


% Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. 


ROCHELLE, ILE. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wet!stein 


Watch. 
Tie Ingersoll Sou 
veni" Spon. 
E SUPERO: The Freeth^ught 
Re Badge. 
“RE Troyon AP. adye 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


CoMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price. $1,50, For ssle at THIS OFFIOB 
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à | Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, ! To Our Friends: 


For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam’s “News and Notes” have been a 


i ? 
feature of Tux TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. Their diversity and ver- Don't you know 
satility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but 
never copied with success. some Freethinkerwho 


As President of all the nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam 
will, about May Ist, start for a visit to the Freethinkers of England. Officially and privately 
he will undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in a small space, does not now, butwho 

with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. . 
. While he is gone. Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of THE | would subsc ribe to 
TRUTH SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of 
his trip. Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read this account. It will do 

him good. Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly -enter- T H E TR UTH S EEK- 
taining, instructive, poetic, and good reading. | 
New subscriptions for this event should begin now and run for six months. A three ER if YOU called his 
‘months’ trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can't do better take that, 
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Allies of Comstock. 


We recently spoke at length concerning the bill 
drafted by Mrs. Burt and Mrs. Pritchard and intro- 
duced in the New York Senate by Mr. Mullin. In 
the World of April 7th we find the full text of the 
bill introduced in the House by Mr. Ainsworth. It 
is for the same purpose as the Senate bill. Its title 
lays out a pretty big contract : 

.** An act to amend Sections 316 and 317 of the Penal 
_QOode in order to better protect publie morals, defend the 
health and integrity of youth, prevent the degrading of 
women and girls, and preserve the honor and respect due 
to women.* 


~ In all particulars in which this bill differs from 
ihe Burt-Pritchard-Mullin affair it is worse than 
that attempt to accomplish the impossible. One of 
the things that no one must do on the stage is to 
“shock modesty.” As it would be out of the ques- 
tion to put any performance on the stage that world 
not shock what passes for the modesty of some 
person, this bill might as well hav been entitled “A 
bill to prevent all theatrical entertainments.” That 
would hav been much more clear and no more in- 
elusiv than the present title and would hav saved 
the state some money on printing bills. One sec- 
~ tion absolutely forbids the exhibition anywhere of 
any representation of any male or female form, 
'* whether real or fictitious, in the nude or semi. 
nude state." This, literally applied, would kill the 


business of the photographers, for the exposure of 


the face involves the representation of semi-nudity, 

li is also forbidden to show a picture which ex- 
hibits “the form of a female" in any *unwomanly 
. or immodest posture, or as nude, or clothed in any 
‘other than proper, womanly, or modest apparel.” 
resumably the rural gentlemen in the legislature 
an tell to a nicety what postures are *unwomanly," 
nd what clothing is “proper, womanly, and mod- 
st.” They should hav no difficulty in doing that 
much, for they seem to be real smart. The excep- 
ions show the poverty of spirit and the meanness 
of the originator of this bill. The exceptions are 
* original works of art when displayed in and con- 
fined to art galleries,” and “standard medical 
works, drawings, or text-books designed for physi- 
cians or medical students when kept to their lawful 
uses and purposes.” It appears to hav been taken 
for granted that the thousands of both sexes and 


-ble out of the public schools would seem to imply that 


all ages who visit the galleries will not be hurt by 
the examples of nudity and semi-nudity they view 
there, but that the same persons will be corrupted 
if they see copies of the originals elsewhere. Or 
were Original paintings and statues excepted be- 
cause the “moralists” did not dare attack them? 
Notice the monopoly given to the medical frater- 
nity. Medical books may be sold so long as they 
are used only by physicians and students, but if 
they are sold for the benefit of the common people 
a misdemeanor is committed. The kind of fanati- 
cal ignorance and pruriency that is behind these 
bills is indicated by the advice given by the late Dr. 
Howard Crosby to women, as quoted by Nym 
Crinkle in the World of April 7th. He told them 
to throw out of the window all their carved and 
painted Cupids, for they were iniquitous devices of 
the devil. The Mullin bill makes it a penal offense 
to post in any place, “public or private, with or 
without the consent of the owner thereof,” any of 
the prohibited devices. This would enable the 
officer to come into one’s private house, and put Dr. 
Crosby’s advice into effect, “ with or without the 
owner's consent.” What next? 


Educators and Editors on the Bible. 

In another part of this paper the reader will find 
an account of the contest over the Bible in the 
schools in Waverly, Pa., so far as the legal fight had 
gone at the time the article was prepared. After 
Judge Gunster delivered his opinion several leading 
educators in Philadelphia were interviewed and 
asked what they thought of the exclusion of relig- 
ious teaching from the schools, and particularly 
regarding the scope of the decision rendered by the 
court. The answers given were of the kind to be 
expected from orthodox Protestants, and their use 
of the word “sectarian” is the one with which we 
hav grown familiar through long and careful read- 
ing of theocratic and “ patriotic” publications. 

Dr. Edward Brooks, superintendent of the Phil- 
adelphia schools, approved the decision of Judge 
Gunster (as he interpreted it) and said that “ under 
no circumstances should there be any sectarian 
teaching allowed in the public schools.” ‘Good 
for Dr. Brooks!” admiringly exclaims the Free- 
thinker who has not familiarized himself with the 
methods of word twistification adopted by the 
Christian patriots; “ the superintendent of the Phil- 
adelphia schools ought to be sent a membership 
blank of the Federation or Union; he is undoubt- 
edly a good Secularist." Not quite so fast, please ; 
let us hear further from Dr. Brooks: “As to the 
reading of the Bible,the rules of the board of public 
education require it.” Then, after quoting the 
rules pertinent to the question, he added : 

‘t This is the sentiment and general practice throughout 
the state of Pennsylvania. It is also the practice, with 
some exceptions, in the public schools of other states, 


This rule of reading the scriptures in the public schools 
is appropriate for a Obristian country. To take the Bi- 


we hay lost faith in those principles of morality and re- 
ligion upon which the nation was founded. While I hold 
as sacred personal convictions, especially in regard to re- 
ligion, I do not see how anyone, whether he believes the 
Bible to be an inspired book or not, can object to that 
pure morality which is taught in its pages." 

How about the good Secularist now? We see 
at once how much he means by “sectarian.” Does 
Dr. Brooks think that it is a part of the business 
of a civil government to teach religion in the pub- 
lic schools even if the majority of the people do 
believe in one religion? What does he understand 
the separation of church and state to mean? He 
must admit that a large element of the population, 
while Christian, is opposed to the reading of the 


| Protestant Bible in the schools, the majority of 


these because they deny that that version is the 


true version of the scriptures, and the others, con- 


sisting of Adventists, Unitarians, and other Protest- 


ant Christians, because they hold that such reading 
is sectarian instruction within the proper meaning 
of the word, as it undoubtedly is. He must admit 
that there is a very considerable element of the 
population that does not concede that the New 
Testament is properly a part of the Bible. He 
must {admit that there is a large minority who do - 
not accept the Bible as a divine work and who con- 
sequently object to their children being taught that 
it is of divine origin and sanction. Hence he must 
admit that this is not a Christian country, in the 
sense that all its people are Christians, and he must 
also admit that only a majority—probably only a 
minority—of the Christians favor Bible reading in 
the schools. Is it possible that he cannot see the 
injustice of taxing all for the propagation of the re- 
ligious opinions of a part of the people? It is not 


necessary to deny that the nation was founded on 
the principles of morality and religion found in the 
Bible to show the untenableness of-Dr. Brooks's 
position. No matter what religion the nation was 
founded on—if any—the Constitution expressly 
provided that neither its doctrins nor the doctrins 
of any other religion should be propagated by the 
state. The framers of the Constitution knew too 
well what the union of church and state had done 
to curse humanity to allow them to be negligent of 
their duty in providing safeguards against such 
dangerous union in the new world. As matters of 
fact, however, the principles of morality upon which 
the nation was founded are the common property 
of the race, and therefore do not belong to any 
particular religious system, nor do the dogmas of 
any religion form component parts of the basis of 
the national institutions. 

Dr. Brooks expresses his doubts as to the possi- 
bility of any one objecting to “that pure morality 
which is taught in its [the Bible’s] pages.” No one 
is objecting to the “ pure morality,” but there is so 
much in the Bible that is not pure morality that 
parents may well object to the use of the book in 
the schools. All that is good in it can be found in 
works that are free from its very serious defects, 
while even the good in it is so often associated with 
theological doctrins which are rejected by large num- 
bers of parents that it is grossly unjust to require 
them to send their children to schools in which it 
is used and to tax them for the support of those 
schools. But the one great and in itself insuper- 
able objection to the use of the Bible in the schools 
is the undeniable fact that it is a religious text- 
book, a sectarian text-book. It is preposterous for 
Dr. Brooks to proceed on the assumption that 
Protestantism is not sectarian and that Christianity 
in its entirety is not sectarian. Every unprejudiced 
and logical-minded man and woman who has 
thought for a moment on the subject knows that 
the use of the Bible in the schools is a sectarian 
performance, and that it is intended to be such, for 
the so-called “moral” teaching is only a pretext to 
carry the sectarian propaganda into places where it 
would encounter strong opposition if urged frankly 
for what it is, religious missionary work. 

Dr. Brooks had much to say for the value of the 
Bible as a literary text-book, and he remarked that 
were he an Infidel, he should want his children “to 
hear, read, and study and commit to memory pas- 
sages from the sacred volume, not only for the pure 
morality which it'inculeates, but also for the liter- 
ary culture which it is so well adapted to afford.” 
If he were an Infidel his sense ot justice would be 
so sharpened that he could see the wrongfulness of 
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compelling those who did not t av that exalted view of 
the book to contribute to the expense of its distri- 
bution and of forcing them to submit to having 
their children taught that which they did not be- 
lieve to be true. Leave the inculcation of lessons 
found in religious text-books to the parents of the 
children. . It is not for the state to interfere in the 
matter, nor the church through the state. The 
literary style of Colonel Ingersoll is very charming, 
and even Christians will concede that, his anti-the- 
ology aside, his teachings are moral, but we seriously 
question if Dr. Brooks would be willing to send his 
children to a school in which the colonel’s works 
were used as literary standards and ethical text- 
books. The moral is obvious. 

** And so long as the Bible remains in the courts of 
justice, to giv sanction to testimony, so long it seems to 
me should no one on legal grounds object to its being 
read in the public schools.” : 

Does Dr. Brooks think that all witnesses should 
be compelled to lay their hands upon or place their 
lips to the Bible when preparing to testify in a 
court of justice? Has he never heard of the oath 
administered without the aid of the Bible? Does 
he not know that in all enlightened states the wit- 
ness may affirm if he prefers? Is he not aware 
that in his own state of Pennsylvania all three 
forms are legal? Where, if such choice is allowed, 
is the implied parallel between the presence of 
the Bible in the courtroom and the reading of that 
book in the common schools where all the pupils 
must hear, or perhaps take part in the reading and 
make responses, and recite selections from the 
Bible ? 

Avery D. Harrington, a member of the Philadel- 
phia school board, made the same exposure of his 
inconsistency as did the superintendent. He said: 

** No sectarian doctrin or form of worship should be 
permitted in our public schools, but the rule of the board 
of public education, requiring the Bible to be read with- 
out note or comment, is entirely proper. It is the duty 
of the public schools to inculcate morality and the prin- 
ciples of religion, and there is no book in the world so 
well qualified to do this as the Bible.” 

There you hav the customary erroneous and 
pernicious use of the word sectarian. By this time 
it should be understood by all that the employment 
of that word by any Christian is no guide whatever 
to his real meaning. You build on sand if you as- 
sume that because he is opposed to “sectarian in- 
struction” in the schools he is against the reading 
of the Bible therein. In fact, the chances sre 
largely in favor of the supposition that he is a the- 
ocratic bigot. Don’t be fooled by fair professions, 
whether made by individuals or by societies. Where 
did Mr. Harrington get the idea that it is any part 
of the function of the public schools to teach the 
principles of religion? How can a state wherein 
the civil and the religious elements of authority are 
separate teach the principles of religion in the 
schools or elsewhere? Is there not here a flat con- 
tradiction in terms? 

Are not these Pennsylvania educators aware that 
Christian judges hav time and again decided that 
the reading of the Bible in the common schools is 
an act of sectarian worship and that such an ortho- 
dox Christian paper as the New York Independ. 


eni has heartily and unreservedly indorsed those. 


decisions? Is it possible that they do not know 
that in 1872 the Supreme Court of Ohio sustained, 
on appeal from the superior court of Cincinnati, the 
school board of that city in the exclusion of the Bi- 
ble from the schools? In answer to such arguments 
as those we are here considering, the court said: 


“We are told that this word ‘religion’ must mean 
* Christian religion because ‘ Christianity is a part of the 
common law of this country,’ lying behind and above ita 
constitutions. Those who make this assertion can hardly 
be serious, and intend the real import of their language. 
` ` Suppose the state should undertake to teach 
Christianity in the broad sense in which counsel apply 
the term, or the ‘religion of the Bible,' so as to include 
also the Jewish faith—where would it begin ? how far 
would it go? and what point of disagreement would be 
omitted? Government is an organization for 
particular purposes, It is not almighty, and we are not 
to look to it for everything. The great bulk of human 
affairs and human interests is left by any free govern- 
ment to individual enterprise and individual action. Re- 
ligion is eminently one of those interests, lying outside 
the true and legitimate province of government.” 


Justice Welch, in the opinion he rendered for the 
court, said that the reading of the Bible in the 
schools was “a state religion in embryo,” that it 
involved the levying of a tax for the propagation of 
religion, and that no Christian would think of ask- 
ing for the teaching of religion in the public schools 
if Christianity were a minority faith in this country. 
He said that “Zega? Christianity is a solecism, acon- 
tradiction in terms,” and argued that the fact that 
our fundamental laws do no? attempt to enforce 
Christian doctrins is * strong evidence that they are 
the laws of a Christian people.” What does the 
Christian Mr. Harrington think of that? For de- 
cision entire see 23 Ohio State, 211 e? seq. 

In 1890 the Supreme Court of Wisconsin reached 
the same conclusion as that found by the Supreme 
Court of Ohio. It was unanimously held that the 
reading of the King James version of the Bible in 
the common schools of the state was sectarian in- 
struction within the meaning of the constitution ; 
that such reading was an act of worship and as such 
was forbidden by the organic law of the state, and 
that it involved the taxing of the citizen for the 
support of religion. So important did the judges 
deem the matter that each, although fully agreeing 
with the opinion of his associates, considered it ad- 
visable to reinforce the general argument with rea- 
sons which suggested themselvs to his own mind 
as particularly pertinent and forcible. Here are a 
few sentences from the opinion of Justice H. S. 
Orton : 

** As the state can hav nothing to do with religion, ex- 
cept to protect every one in the enjoyment of his own, so 
the common schools can hay nothing to do with religion, 
in any respect whatever. They are as completely secu- 
lar as any of the other institutions of the state in which 
all the people alike hav equal rights and privileges. The 
people cannot be taxed for religion in schools, more than 
any where else * They are godless, and the educa- 
tional department of the government is godless, in the 
same sense as the executiv, legislativ, and administra- 
tiv departments are godless. ‘ * It is a sectarian 
book.” 

Other members of the board were as earnest as 
Mr. Harrington in favor of driving sectarianism out 
of the schools by always enforcing the rule of the 
board requiring the reading of the Bible. There 
are in this country a number of reformers who 
claim that no man should be naturalized unless he 
can correctly interpret the Constitution of the 
United States. By a parity of reasoning, these 
Philadelphia educators and school officers should 
be at once disfranchised. They hav utterly failed 
to understand one of the most important principles 
of the nation’s organic law. 

The Scranton Zribune agrees with Dr. Brooks 
and the others. It says: 

** If the effect of Judge Gunster’s ruling shall be to 
drive the Bible from our public schools, the result would 
be, in our opinion, an almost irremediable misfortune. 
The state isa Christian state, so far as concerns morality; 
it has recognized the moral worth of the Bible by intro- 
ducing that book in its courts as the symbol of sacred- 
ness; and there are most important and far-reaching 
reasons why the Bible should be made a part of the pub- 
lic school curriculum, not as a feeder of sectarianism nor 
as a provoking cause of denominational or religious dis- 
putation, but as a source of pure morals and an un- 
equaled repository of literary treasures. Fortunately, 
nothing in Judge Gunster’s decision, as publicly re- 
ported, challenges the right of a teacher to read the Bible 
in the schools. It merely—and properly—denies the 
right of Bible reading to be expanded into sectarian or 
denominational proselyting.” 

Wil the Zribune be so kind as to point out a law 
of the state of Pennsylvania, intended to protect per- 
son, property, or life, that is distinctivly Christian 
in its origin? Just one, please. The state recog- 
nizes the alleged restraining influence of the Bible 
upon those who accept it as the word of God by 
putting it in its court rooms. It has been held 
that the believer will not perjure himself if he swear 
upon the Bible, not because the Bible is a moral 
book but because he thinks that its author will send 
him to hell if he does not tell the truth. That it is 
not the ethics taught in the Bible or supposed to be 
taught in it that is to hav effect upon him is amply 
demonstrated by the fact that itis taken for granted 
that the same Christian’s word cannot be trusted if 
he is not sworn, although his belief is no less when 
not sworn on the Bible than when so sworn. The 


ignorant Christian is sworn on the Bible for the 
same reason that the Chinese witness is sworn in 
the presence of a decapitated chicken—to scare him 
into telling the truth. The mora! character of the 
Bible has no more to do with the Christian's testi- 
mony that the moral character of the sacrificed 
rooster has to do with the testimony of the Chinese. 
The two fetiches are used to try to get the truth 
out of two men bred in different superstitions and 
upon whom the fear of the penalties of perjury are 
supposed not to hav a sufficiently deterrent effect. 
But experience has shown that Quakers, Freethink- 
ers, and others who affirm make better witnesses 
than the oath-takers. 

The TZribune is well aware that its ** source of 
pure morals” cannot be read through by course by 
any preacher to his congregation, unless, per- 
chance, by some chaplain in a penitentiary where 
only males are confined, and even then he would be 
running grave danger of making his hearers ten- 
fold more the children of crime than they were be- 
fore if he did not administer some powerful anti- . 
dotes along with many of those Old Testament rec- 
ords of treachery, spoliation, rape, and murder. It 
is simply amazing that a secular newspaper should 
seriously advocate making any religious book a 
“part of the public school curriculum.” Where 
were these “teachers” educated? Do they know 
absolutely nothing of the foundation principles of 
religious freedom upon which this republic was 
founded? They are all glad of Judge Gunster's 
decision in so far as it will prevent the expansion of 
Bible reading “into sectarian or denominational 
proselyting.” That is, each sub-sect is jealous of 
all the others and is willing to be shut out itself for 
fear that if it were let in some of the others would 
get there too and secure more of the spoils than it 
could obtain. That is why they are opposed to 
* sectarian ” teachings, but they are more than 
willing to unite against the Jew and the Free- 
thinker and teach at public expense the dogmas 
common to them all. To make definitions unmis- 
takably clear, they are opposed to denominational 
instruction, but they are eager to include sectarian 
instruction as part of the regular routine of the com- 
mon schools. 


“An Important Intimation.” 

There are, we regret to say, between one thou- 
sand and two thousand of our friends who hav 
allowed their subscriptions to Tae Trurn SEEKER 
to expire without renewing. . This is a considerably 
larger portion than is pleasant to us, who depend 
upon the more or less prompt payment of subscrip- 
tions for the wherewithal to meet our bills. Now, 
we are not going to get angry, or scold, or do any- 
thing disagreeable about this, but we must appeal 
to our friends’ good nature and generous feelings 
to remedy this deplorable and unsatisfactory state 
of affairs. We need the money badly—so do our 
creditors. The paper man, and the printer, and 
the compositor, and the mailer, and the post-office 
collector, and the clerks, and the landlord, and the 
insurance man, and the gas man, and the devil are 
always with us,.not to mention the rest, and they 
all want money and want it bad, and want it when 
it is due. And when we havn't got it for them life 
is a burden—they make it so intentionally, blast 'em. 

So now, as aforesaid, we appeal to our friends all 
over this country—thousands of them—to send the 
amount of their arrearages and as much in advance 
as they hav been behind, to sort of even things up 
and turn about in fair play, as it were. A year's 
subscription from each one whose time has expired 
will make us easy—very easy—but if we can’t hav 
that then let us hav what you can spare, and we will 
«grin and bear it" until you get the balance. The 
amounts are small individually and easily raised, 
but to us they collectivly mean a good deal—just 
the difference between being even with the world 
and being unpleasantly behind. 

The disciples of a certain philosopher, one day 
missing their teacher from his accustomed place in 
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the midst of them, sought him at his unpretentioug 
lodgings, where they discovered that he was suffer- 
ing from the lack of a Square Meal. Of course 
they hastened to provide him with all that the inner 
Sinner could desire, but he nevertheless took occa- 
sion to jab them with a moral pointed by the event. 
* Know, then" (said he), “that in order that you 
may permanently enjoy the light of a lamp, it is 
necessary occasionally to replenish the Oil." 

Delinquents who renew at once will be spared 
the moral which their remissness might tempt us 
to draw. 


A Little More Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Szrr-CowTRADIOTIONS 
or THE BiBLE," should go along with Paine's “Age 
of Reason" as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will ‘go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, neces- 
sary to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to, do our part and will send the 
* Self Contradictions of the Bible,” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate ** Self-Contradictions" as well as the “ Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as & guide to anything good. i 

For encouragement, and to be convinced that 
this missionary work is having the desired effect, 
read the letter of E. M. Montgomery, of Bluefield, 
W. Va., among the friendly letters on page 250 of 
this issue. 


MERCI oer 
Mr. Putnam's Visit to England. 
In the last London Freethinker Mr. Charles 
Watts thus announces the event of the season in 
English Freethought circles : 


**Tam pleased to inform the readers of the Freethinker 
that next month Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, the popular 
Freethought lecturer and writer of Ameries, will visit 
England. He will sail from New York on April 24th, and 
he comes a3 president of all the nationally-organized 
Freethought societies of the United States. I hav known 
Mr. Putnam for many years, and I hav always found him 
as genial in private as he is able in public. Next to Colonel 
Ingersoll, Mr. Putnam is the most eloquent speaker upon 
the American Freethought platform; while, asa poet and 
writer, he has won a high reputation on the other side of 
the Atlantic. His last work, ‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,’ which I hav on sale for him, is a proof of 
his literary skill and industry. I should like him to hav 
a good reception from the Secularists of this country. 

** Mr, Putnam will remain with us about three months, 
and during that time he wishes to lecture in all our prin- 
cipal towns. I hav undertaken to arrange his lecturing 
tour, and shail be glad, therefore, to hear from his friends 
throughout the country who are desirous of having the 
services of our American visitor. All applications for 
lectures from Mr. Patnam must be addressed to me at 
81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, 8. W.” 

And Mr. Foote, the president of the National 
Secular Society of England, hospitably adds: 


** On another page our readers will find an announce- 
ment by Mr. Charles Watts with respect to Mr. Putnam's 
visit to England. We hav not the pleasure of Mr. Put- 
nam's personal acquaintance, though we look forward to 
it with much expectation; but we hav no doubt that he is 
all Mr. Watta represents him to be, and we hope he will 
receive the warmest possible welcome from the Free- 
thinkers of old England. Branches of the National 
Secular Society should communicate early with Mr. 
Watts in order to secure a Visit from Mr. Putnam during 
his brief stay in this country." i 


Mr. J. W. Gott, who has sincerely flattered this 
journal by imitating its name, says in his last 
Bradford Truth Seeker: 

# English Freethinkers will learn with delight that Mr. 
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Sautuel Porter Putnam, the poet and brilliant American Charles L. Brickell, of Montana, saw the offer | 


who has with such wonderful success vividly epitomized in id ; 
and reached : 
bara e, Foai Krandeed rone of ee shone: ** Dear a : jen oe abd ae into 


has already determined to pay a visit to this country B 
during the month of May. As Mr. Putnam is an eloquent | ™Y hands I hasten to take you up in your very Liberal 
offer. Inelosed find $3.40 for the paper and ‘Pictorial 


speaker, as well asa ready and racy writer, we should 
: Book,’ and for the * Bible Inquirer’ and ‘Age of Reason.’ 


very much like to hear that he has the intention of mak- » t 
ing a vigorous Freethought campaign through the prinei- If money enough is not inclosed, trot things along and 
write me for more. If you can keep up to sample you 


pal towns of England. Such a procedure would be cer- 
tain to greatly vitalize our movement, and intensify its | OUSht to hav five hundred thousand subscribers. I will 
: do my mite." * us 


importance. We would gladly do our share to crown a 
Friend Brickell is ten cents ghort, but we will 


scheme of this nature with unmitigated success.” 

With this enthusiastic welcome Mr. Putnam is f get that some other time. We are after those half 
sure to do and get good from his visit to our com- | million subscribers now, and shall trust to him for 
rades across the water, and the account he will send | a few of them. 
back to his friends who cannot go with him is also 
sure to be good. And attention is specially di- 
rected to the fact that only in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
of America will be found the glowing and accurate 
account of this trip. We mention this with a view 
to impressing upon the casual reader of this journal 
that he would better subscribe and become a regu- 
lar reader, or he may miss some of these good 
things. And if he wants any more inducement 
than is herein set forth we call his attention to the 
special premium offer of the “ Freethinker's Pictorial 
Text-Book ” with a year’s subscription, provided he 
speaks quick and lets three silver dollars talk at 
the same time. Greenbacks will do, or even gold, if 
you hav nothing better. 


The J. B. Wise Case. 


The report of the proceedings in this case arrived 
too late for insertion in this issue of the paper, but 
we shall print it next week. 

The case was set down for trial on the 10th, and 
Attorney Bierck from this city was promptly on 
hand, as was Mr. Wise. The proceedings were 
short, as Mr. Bierck had some law questions he de- 
sired settled: before there could be a trial before a 
jury, and he put in a demurrer and motion to quash 
the whole thing. The argument on these motions 
occupied less than an hour, and briefs were sub- 
mitted for the consideration of Judge Foster. 
United States Attorney Perry made no argument — 
opposing the motion, leaving the judge to handle 
the case without his assistance. Judge *Foster re- 
served his decision, and will hand it.down later in 
the term. Meanwhile, Mr. Wise’s bailbond holds 
good, and if the decision is adverse, Mr. Perry 
agreed to continue the same bond for his appear- 


Our Great Premium Offer. 

It is yet a little early for effectiv work tó be done 
in getting new subscribers in response to the extra- 
ordinary offer of the “ Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book" as a premium either to the new subscriber 


or to the friend who solicits the subscription, as 
elected between them, but quite a number hav re- 
sponded with one or two names for the paper, and 
hav found it pretty easy to get them with this fresh 
inducement. The first to reach us was from Louis 
Roessler, who ordered the paper to a relativ in 
Missouri. The second was the veteran Joseph 
Knauss, from a Military Home where the paper is 
not unknown but liked by a good many of the old 
soldiers who “ fit” so hard that they are now unfit 
for work. l l 

William Allen, a good Missouri friend, writes : 

** Mn. Eprror: I send you $8 for a new subscriber to 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for one year, and I also let him hav 
the benefit of the offer in the last paper of the ‘Free- 
thinker's Pictorial Text Book’ asa premium. I will try 
to get another one next Sunday. I am not very well ac- 
quainted here yet, but I hope to get more subscribers 
soon. There are many Freethinkers here, but few take 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. Yours for truth and progress." 

F. A. Rahders, of North Dakota; Millard S. 
Teague, of Indiana, and L. A. LeMieux, of Wiscon- 
sin. also enroll themselvs under this offer. 

W. J. Ribley, of San Marcial, N. M., writes: 

**T send you $6 for two new subscribers. I represented 
to them that they will geta $2 Picture Book, as I thought 
it would hold good for more as well as for one. I am do- 
ing the best I can to add to your list and intend to keep 
doing. You will find $2.50 also for the J. B. Wise case. 
Mrs. Mattie Freeman will lecture in our village May 7th, 
8th, and 9th. Will you kindly so state in your notices 
of coming lectures? Please’remember me to Mr. Putnam 
if you see him before he sails,” 

We are very grateful to Mr. Ribley, and assure 
him that his understanding of the offer is correct. 
Each of the new subscribers has ere this received 
his “ Pictorial Text-Book,” and we will wager a hat 
that each is pleased with both the book and the pa- 
per. Saying nothing of the Editor, we believe THE 
Taura Sxexer to be a mighty good paper, and one 
that will please all Freethinking men aad women. 
And under the stimulus of this offer we ought to 
see its list of subscribing friends very greatly en- 
larged. J.J. Schreiber, of the old Bay state, says: 

**Inclosed find $8 for one year’s subscription and the 
‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book’ as advertised in 
sample copy of April 6th. I am one of the most pro- 
nounced Freethinkers in this community, but being only 
a tradesman hav not the influence of some; however, I 
am doing great work among the working people. I send 
you a list of names to whom you may send sample copies.” 

Mr. Yocky, of West Virginia, who has just received 
his first copy of the paper as a Trial Subscriber, imme- 
diately writes back that he wants to change his 
subscription to a yearly one and get the “ Pictorial 
Book,” a change which we are willing and pleased 
to make, of course. 


ance until the appeal can be argued before the Cir- 
cuit Court, which convenes next fall at St. Louis, 
on which bench Judge Foster will not appear. It 
will be some time, therefore, before the Rev. Mr. 
Vennum will hav the pleasure of seeing his theo- 
logical antagonist behind the bars, and he will hav 
to devise some other scheme to silence the Infidels. 

If Mr. Wise shall finally be convicted, the Su- 
preme Court of the United States will at the same 
time hav to render a formal decision that the 
« Holy Bible” is an obscene book and not entitled 
to the privileges of the United States mail. This is 
not & prospect that will please the Christians 
greatly, but they hav got themselvs into the scrape, 
and it is not for the Infidels to let them out. If 
they can send their book through the mails, the 
Infidels must be accorded the same right, and they 
cannot, with our consent, close a religious argu- 
ment by putting into jail the Infidel antagonist 
they cannot otherwise overcome. Neither can they 
prevent the Infidels from pointing out to them the 
parts of the Bible to which objection is made by 
shutting those Infidels in jail. Fair play is a jewel — 
in religious discussion, and the inquisition methods 
are behind the times, however good a disposition the 
clergy hav to put them again in force. And if the 
United States Supreme Court shall finally decide that 
the Bible is an obscene book, and that Mr. Wise is 
guilty of a crime in quoting from it, what will the 
Bible Society do? How many years will its officers 
and subscribers hav to spend in prison to expiate 
their crimes? Who among them will be the cheer- 
ful sacrifice and offering for Christ’s sake ? 

The prospect shead of us is for a fight that will 
take some time and a good deal of money, but it 
will be worth all it costs. So far, the contributions 
hav been less than the expenses, and Tuz Trora 
Seeker was compelled to advance from its scanty 
resources some of the expenses of the attorney. 
Mr. Bierck, of course, cannot be asked to labor for 
nothing. His friendship for the editor of Tax 
Terura SErkER and his desire to see fair play for 
Mr. Wise in this matter will hav a strong tendency 
to keep his fee bill down, but he has to liv by the 
sweat of his legal brain. He has got the case into 
the best shape we could ask, and will be on hand 
every time to the end. We ask every Freethinker 
in the land, therefore, to come to Mr. Wise’s aid in 
this case, as it is one of vital interest to us all. If 
the Infidel is to be put in jail for quoting the Bible 
in argument while the ministers can send millions 
of copies of it through the mail and go scot-free, 
let us annex Russia. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux Teura SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can doa great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the Farrtarnxen’s Provon1ar, Text-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). . 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
PrioroniíL Txxt-Boox. 


The pictures in the FaxzTHiWEkEBR's PICTORIAL 
Trxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
ihe absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church's 
elaim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opiniens of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Hxsrox 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks. 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 

_1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity's 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rtvE por- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLABS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 

SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. "We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this conntry, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—/reethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. . 


BROUGHT FROM SCHOOL TO COURT 


The Matter of Religious Instruction by 
State Paid Teachers. 


A TEST CASE UP FROH WAVERLY, PA 


| Services in the School After the Methodist Pat- 


tern— Visiting Clergymen Asked the Pupils 
if They Loved the Lord, and Rebuked Those 
Who Didn’t—The Bible Read Responsivly— 
Teacher and Directors Judicially Enjoined. 


Judge Gunster, of the equity court of Lacka- 
wanna county, Pa , has decided that responsiv Bible 
reading and the singing of devotional hymns con- 
stitute religious services and cannot be had in the 
publie school. This is the story of the trial, which 
1s not yet ended: 

Waverly is & town or borough in Lackawanna 
county. The population is largely Protestant, 
consisting of the adherents of various denomina- 
tions, with a slight sprinkling of Catholics. The 
principal of the Waverly Graded school, F. C. Han- 
yon, is a Methodist, and a very activ one. Hence 
the present trouble. On March 20 George E. Ste- 
venson, a member of the board of sckool directors, 
of Waverly, through his attorneys, John P. Kelly 
and E. C. Newcomb, applied to Judge Gunster for 
an injunction to restrain Mr. Hanyon from reading 
the Bible and conducting religious services in the 
school according to the customs of the Method- 
sit Episcopal church. The injunction was granted 
and the hearing set for March 28. Truth, of Soran- 
ton, says: 

Mr. Stevenson has two children attending the school. 
It does not appear from the petition that he is 8 mem- 
ber of any church. [What woud his church affiliation, 
or non-affiliation, if known, hav to do with the merits of 
the case? Is there the slightest reason why the citizen 
when beginning an action at law for the protection of his 
rights should state his religious beliefs? —Ep. T. S8.) He 
is a prominent and prosperous citizen of Waverly and is 
well-known in this city. In his petition he states that F. 
C. Hanyon is principal of the school and exercises a gen- 
eral supervision over allof the grades, of which there are 
three. Mr. Stevenson savs bis religious views, con- 
science, and convictions differ from the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, and ‘that among the children attending the 
Waverlv school, and under charge of the defendant are 
those of the Roman Catholic faith and of various denom- 
inations of Protestants. 

THE AFFIDAVIT OF MB. STEVENSON. 

I am the complainant in this case, and the facts are as 
follows: During the past winter some agitation arose in 
the district of Waverly borough in connection with spe- 
cial religious meetings that were held nightly, first in the 
Methodist church for a period of about two weeks, and 
immediately thereafter for another period of about the 
same length of time at the Baptist church. The defend- 
ant took an activ interest in these religious services, com- 
monly called revival meetings. It became known to me 
and to the other school directors that he had introduced 
at the opening of our public school, of which he was prin- 
cipal, a sort of religious service. In order that the pro- 
priety of such service might be passed upon by the board 
of directors, I caused a resolution to be offered at a special 
meeting held on the date of March 1, 1895, that we as a 
board of directors adopt the scriptures ss a text-book to 
be used in the public school. The resolution was re- 
jected by a unanimous vote. Afterwards, the religious 
exercises of which I complein were continued and still 
do continue in our school. I visited the school on the 
first day of March in order to hav personal knowledge of 
the character of these services. 

The school was called to order at 9 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, Deme the opening hour established by immemorial 
usage in that vicinity for the opening of the public schools. 
The defendant opened the school with Bible reading in 
the following manner: He read the first verse of the 
thirty-second Psalm, to which the pupils responded by 
reading tbe second verse in unison, and in that manner 
the defendant and the pupils proceeded through the en- 
tire Psalm, reading alternate verses. The defendant then 
required the pupils to repeat from memory in concert the 
first Psalm, after which these particular exercises closed 
with singing, by the school, of a well-kuown devotional 
hymn from ‘‘ The Pentecostal Hymnal.” 

REVIVAL METHODS USED. 

My information is from various of the pupils attending 
the school, among whom are two of my own children, 
aged respectivly seven and nine years, that the same form 
of religious exercises has been uniformly practiced from 
that time ever since, and fora long time priorthereto. I 
am further informed, and it is generally known in the 
district, that one Rev. J. L. Thomas, the clergyman who 
conducted the so-called revival meetings at the Methodist 
church above spoken of, visited the school in the month 
of December last; that while there, having been requested 
by the defendant to address the pupils, he did so, making 
a religious address; upon the conclusion of which he 
made the same demand or request that is always made at 
so-called revival meetings in the Methodist church, viz., 
that all those pupils who loved the Lord should signify it 
by uplifted hands. Several of the pupils then raised 
their hands and others did not. Thereupon the reverend 
gentleman proceeded to rebuke or. reproach those who 


had failed to make the requested sign by asking them if, 
down in their hearts, they did not feel ashamed or sorry 
for their conduct in go failing to lift up their hands, as he 
had requested, together with comments of like tenor. 

The pupils in attendance at our public school range 
from the age of six years up to eighteen years, and are 
about one hundred in number, of which I should say 
about one-third would be under nine years of age, one- 
third from nine to thirteen years, and the balance from 
thirteen to eighteen years of age. They are the children 
of families of various religious faith, the greater part of 
various Protestant denominations, buta few of them are of 
the Roman Catholic faith and are being brought up aud 
educated in that faith. These religious exercises are es- 
pecially offensiv to the parents of these Catholic pupils. 
The mother of these children being unable to reconcile 
herself to these exercises being participated in by her 
children, has instructed her children not to participate in 
the exercises, not to commit portions of the scriptures 
to memory, nor to recite such portions of scripture in ac- 
cordance with the defendant's request. I hav counseled 
this mother fo rescind that instruction upon the ground 
that it tended to impair and destroy the disciplin that 
ought to be preserved in the public schools. i 

These exercises hav excited a degree of curiosity and 
inquiry on the part of many of these young children at- 
tending our school, and in my opinion they are breeding 
a spirit and disposition of controversy of the pupils from 
their legitimate studies and from the several text-books 
that hav been adopted by the board of direotors, end that 
in many ways the effeot of this practice is demoralizing 
and injurious to the best interests of our public schools. 

Truth states that for two months previous to the 
opening of the legal battle the conduct of Mr. Han- 
yon had been causing considerable excitement in 
Waverly borough. It also says that Mr. Stevenson 
is an Agnostic and secretary of the board. 

The attendance at the hearing was large, includ- 
ing “several gentlemen with clerical coats and 
white cravats.” The defendant was represented by 
Hannah, Dean, and Hulslander & Vosburg, attor- 
neys. Judge Gunster asked Attorney Newcomb, of 
the prosecution, * What control has a court of 
equity over a teacher?” The attorney answered 
that the case upon which they would rely “ came up 
on mandamus proceedings compelling the discon- 
tinuance of the Bible as a text-book in public 
schools.” In reply to the judge’s further question 
why the directors did not stop it, Mr. Newcomb said 
the principle contended for was that involved in 
the Gallitzin case. In that case the court made the 
injunction perpetual as to the use in the schools of 
a catechism of the Catholic church. The teacher, 
as the attorney claimed, is a quasi public officer, 
and if he does anything contrary to the constitution 
the remedy is against him. 

Mr. Hannah, of counsel for the defendant, contended’ 
that the injunction was an effort to govern the school by 
one director and a court of common pleas. If Principal 
Hanyon is violating the law or the constitution, he held 
that the board of directors are neglecting their duty. To 
the directors is committed the entire control of the 
schools and if an injunction was granted it would simply 
mean that the court would be assisting the directors to do 
their duty. The powers of the board are ample, and it is 
their duty to discharge the teacher if he fails in his duty. 
Several facts, he said, were also in dispute, 

This is a characteristic piece of theocratic soph- 
istry. It says, in effect, that no matter how much 
the teacher may violate the constitution, he is all 
right so long as the majority of the school board 
sanctions his usurpations, regardless of the inhibi- 
tions of the fundamental law. The defense now 
prepared their demurrer. 

The demurrer was on the ground that the court did not 
hav jurisdiction; that the directors were not joined in 
the action; that the proceedings would take direct con- 
trol of the teacher from the school board, and that an in- 
junction was not the proper means to obtain the relief 
sought. 

At the same time the prosecution amended their 
bill so as to join three of the drectors with the 
principal as defendants and Directors G. E. Steven- 
son and Rev. D. N. Vail as prosecutors. Lawyer 
Hannah argued that Waverly is & Christian com- 
munity and that the reading of the Bible is univer- 
sal throughout the state and the country and 
Europe. He also held that there is no Methodist way 
of reading the Bible, and that it was not shown by 
the affidavit that the services were of & Methodist 
character. The hymn book used was an ordinary 
singing book furnished by the board. It was ad- 
mitted that & minister had done in the school as 
charged by the affiant, but he asserted that the 
teacher did not know that he would do as he did 
when he invited him to speak. (The idea of a 
preacher neglecting such an opportunity as that!) 
Mr. Kelly, in his rejoinder, made a very gratifying 
showing for the schools of Lackawanna county, 
considering the fact that Lackawanna county is in 
Covenanter Pennsylvania. He said that it was not 
true that the bible was universally read in the pub- 
lie schools of the state. According to the report of 
County Superintendent Taylor, of the 212 schools 
in Scranton, the Bible was read in but 111. It is 
not read in any of the thirty-five schools of Carbon- 
dale nor in the thirty-one schools of Dunmore. In 
the 147 schools outside of these cities it is notread. 
Mr. Kelly quoted the Wisconsin decision, in which 
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it was held that the Bible could not be read in the 
schools without violating the constitution, and he 
said that the constitutions of the two states are al- 
most identical. He claimed that in the present case 
it was shown that not only was the Bible—a secta- 
rian book—read in the schools, but that services 
were held according to a prescribed formula. 
- Mr. Newcomb proved from decisions that the 
Bible—the King James versior—isa sectarian book. 
He was sure thatif the court would permit counsel 
to go into the facts of the case it would be as- 
tounded and shocked at the condition of affairs as 
they exist in the borough. It was monstrous to re- 
buke children of tender years because they would 
not hold up their hands when asked by a Methodist 
minister if they loved the Lord. (We should say 
that it was monstrous that pupils of any age should 
be asked any question regarding religious dogmas, 
by any minister or by anybody else, when at 
school.) 

On April 1 Judge Gunster handed down his de 
cision in regard to the demurrer of Principal Han- 
yon. After reciting the material allegations in the 
plaintiff bill, the judge said: 


The defendants having demurred to the bill of com- 
plaint, we must, under the established rule of proced- 
ure, treat the allegations contained therein as if they 
were true, The only question left for consideration, 
therefore, is simply and purely one of Jaw and on that 
question there is noroom for doubt. Itis too plain for ar- 
gument that denominational religious exercises and in- 
structions in sectarian doctrin hav no place in our sys- 
tem of common school education. They are not only not 
authorized by any law, common or statutory, but are ex- 
pressly prohibited and forbidden by our constitution, the 
fundamental law of the commonwealth. 

The public schools are supported by taxes collected 
from the public without regard to the creed or denomi- 
nation of the taxpayer. The general assembly is required 
by the constitution to provide for the maintenance and 
support of a thorough and efficient system of public 
schools, wherein all the children of this Commonwealth 
above the age of six years may be educated and to appro- 
priate at least $1,000,000 each year for that purpose. 

Section 2 of Article X. provides that no money raised 
for the support of the public schools of the common- 
wealth shall be appropriated to or used for the support 
of any sectarian school. Section 3 of Article I. declares 
that all men hav a natural and indefeasible right to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their 
own consciences; no man can of right be compelled to at- 
tend, erect, or support any place of worship, or to main- 
tain any ministry against his consent ; no human author- 
ity can, in any case whatever, control or interfere with 
the rights of conscience, and no preference shall ever be 
given, by law, to any religious establishments or mode of 
worship. : 

By the act of May 8, 1854, P. L. 628, the school direc- 
tors or controllers of every distriot are required annually 
to determin the amount of school taxes which shall be 
levied on their districts for the ensuing year, which 
shall, together with such additional sums as the district 
may be entitled to receive out of the state appropriation 
and from other sources, be sufficient and necessary to 
keep the schools of the district in operation not less than 
five nor more that ten months in the year. They are 
charged with the general supervision over the schools of 
their respectiv districts, hav the appointment of all the 
teachers and fixing the amount of teachers’ salaries, and 
are required to direct what branches of learning shall be 
taught in each school. By the twenty-fifth section of 
said act they are required at a meeting with the teachers 
of their respectiv districts held immediately after the 
annual election of teachers to ‘‘select and decide upon a 
series of school books, in the different branches, to be 
taught during the ensuing school year; which books and 
no other shall be used in the schools of the district 
during such period." These powers given to, and duties 
imposed upon, school directors and controllers, must ne- 
cessarily be exercised and performed within the constitu- 
tional prohibition, and the publie welfare requires that 
they should be rendered and performed within the 
spirit as well as the letter of the law. It is to the credit 
of those who hav heen charged with the duty of carry- 
ing our school laws into effect, the teachers as well as the 
directors and controllers, that there has been very little 
cause of complaint on that score. If it be true, as 
charged in the bill, that Mr. Hanyon is conducting secta- 
rian or denominational religious exercises with the pupils 
under his charge, whether these exercises be according 
to the form of the Methodist Episcopal church or of any 
other church, he ought to discontinue doing so, and it is 
the duty of the directors, if the abuse exists, to see to it 
that it is eradicated at once. 


Upon which Zruth comments: 


The opinion practically says that the Bible must not be 
read in the Waverly school. The demurrer which Judge 
Gunster overrules held that the court had no jurisdiction 
to restrain Principal Hanyon, but that the school direct- 
ors alone was the power to regulate the reading of the 
Bible in the school. The Bible, the defendants held, is 
not a sectarian or denominational book, The facts of the 
case were not inquired into at all, so that the decision is 


purely on questions of law. The question will now come 


up on the facts on final hearing for an injunction. 


An indignation meeting was called in Waverly to 
protest against the action of Mr. Stevenson. Most 
of the speakers were “reverends " and “elders,” as 
was to hav been expected. Resolutions were unan- 
imously adopted expressiv of the confidence of the 
meeting in the character of Professor Hanyon as a 
teacher and “Christian gentleman,” and calling 
upon Mr. Stevenson to cease his war upon the 
Bible in the school or resign his position as director. 


A subscription was started to raise funds to defray 


the expenses of the legal fight, and liberal contri- 
butions were made. “We were then dismissed 
with the benediction,” says the secretary in his re- 
port. They may dismiss Mr. Stevenson from his 
position without the benediction because he is too 
true a patriot to consent to the adulterous union of 
religion and public education, but it will avail them 
nothing in the end—the state and the church must: 
be completely separate. Commenting editorially 
on the decision of Judge Gunster, Zruth says: 


The opinion of Judge Gunster in the Waverly case em- 
phasizes the fact that under the Constitution, and the 
acts of Assembly in conformity therewith, there can be 
no sectarian teaching in the public schools of this com- 
monwealth. The opinion makes this point so clear as to 
bring it within the comprehension of'the most ordinary 
intelligence, and leaves no room for a misunderstanding 
of their duties on the part of teachers or school directors. 

It is well that there should be a complete and thorough 
understanding of this matter. The temptation to intro- 
duce religious instruction into the public schools is one 
that under certain conditions is rather difficult to resist, 
but until all who pay school taxes azree as to what this 
instruction shall be, and the state constitution is altered 
in accordance therewith, it cannot be made a part of the 
educational system of the state. This view of the case is 
vindicated clearly and forcibly in Judge Gunster’s opin- 
ion and fortified bv the constitution and the school laws 
of the commonwealth, 


The Scrantcn Zribune takes the opposit view, 
holding with Superintendent Brooks of the Phila- 
delphia schools that the Bible must not be ban- 
ished from the public institutions of learning, but 
both editor and superintendent declare that. there 
should be no “sectarian” instruction! Whom do 
they fool by this attempt to ride two horses at 
once? - The reader will find on the editorial pages 
some excerpts from their deliverances. 


The Cause in Oregon. 

The Oregon plan of organization is not only 

attracting the attention of Secularists all oter the 
country; but Christians who come in contact with 
it fear it. They are realizing that they will hav to 
find something more attractiv than their present 
methods to keep the children in their Sunday- 
school. It is amusing to note how astonished they 
are that “Infidels” can hav Sunday-schools. “ Why, 
what do you teach?” I am often asked. They seem 
to think that without God and the Bible it would 
be impossible to hav a Sunday-school, and no won- 
der they are astonished when they visit ours. One 
of the pious Christians of Silverton inquired of an- 
other what we do there. The answer was, ‘ Why, 
they do almost everything; they even stand on 
their heads!” 
` Our last entertainment given by the Silverton 
school is worthy of mention. Its chief feature was 
an operetta in two acts, entitled, “Seven Old Ladies 
of Lavender Town; or, Prof. Lightning Haskins’s 
Wax Works,” by eight girls and eight boys from 
ten to thirteen years of age. Their acting and 
singing astonished everybody, and they won great 
applause. A character song, “I am a Pedler,” by 
Messrs. Ramsby, Wiles, and Towne, was unique 
and well rendered, while Pearl W. Geer got rounds 
of applause for his story of the woman “ whose 
shoes were full of feet.” I recited Stephenson’s 
poem, “Our Father in Heaven,” and in response to 
a recall gave “ Pyramus and Thisbe.” The last 
number, “ A Good-night Drill” by eight little girls, 
was perfect. The success of the entertainment was 
mainly due to the work of Miss Sophie Wolf and 
Mrs. E. L. Smith. A dance followed the exercises, 
and a gratifying sum was realized for the Sunday- 
school. The Silverton people are justly proud of 
their school. Miss Wolf and L. Ames are the effi- 
cient teachers of the most interesting division, the 
Froebel Group of twenty-five members from three 
io eight years of age; Miss Bender of the Wixon 
Group; Mrs. J. D. Guiss of the Slenker Group; J. 
D. Guiss of the Progressiv Bible Class. These are 
ex-school-teachers. E, L. Smith, of the Paine 
Group, is the popular railroad agent of this place, 
and he is assisted by Hon. T. W. Davenport, ex- 
state senator and father of Harry Davenport, the 
gifted artist of the San Francisco Hzaminer. The 
whole family of Davenports, from grandparents to 
grandchildren, are talented either as artists, musi- 
cians, writers, or singers. I would match Silverton 
with any place in the country for brainy men and 
women, pretty girls, earnest, noble young men, and 
bright children. Silverton is a Secular town and 
has been for years, and there is nothing like the 
atmosphere of Secularism to develop brain and 
body. 

Since my last report the Wagner, Or., Secular 
Sunday-school has been organized, with thirty-five 
members and the following officers: Wm. Crabtree, 
superintendent; Robt. Carsner, secretary; Maud 
Carsner, treasurer and librarian. The choir is 
composed of Mrs. Crabtree, Mrs. Purdin, Miss Ca- 
son, and Messrs. Hugh Purdin, E. and G. Hayden, 
Geo. Wagner, F. Hunt, and Orson Martin. Bya 


letter from the secretary I am informed that the 
Christian Sunday-school has about “ten regular: 
attendants.” I hav accepted an invitation to de- 
liver tbe Fourth of July oration at Wagner, and 
want to correspond with Secularists along the route 
with a view to arranging for lectures and organiz- 
ing Secular Sunday-schools wherever I lecture, and 
will come prepared with constitutions, instructions, 
songs, poems, lessons, etc., and you will know how 
to conduct a Secular Sunday-school before I leave. 
Please write at once, so that all arrangements can 
be made. I may also extend my trip to Harney 
county, and hope to hear from some of the friends 
there. Don’t write and tell me “there are only a 
few Liberals and we are afraid we cannot make a 
success of the school.” You can make a success of 
it. All that is required is a little energy, for the 
expense is small. We want not less than a hundred 
Secular Sunday-schools in Oregon before our next 
annual convention. The Secularists of Oregon will 
be glad to know that C. B. Reynolds has been 
granted a license to lecture under the auspices of 
the Oregon Secular Union. 

At the last quarterly meeting of the executiv 
committee licenses to the following-named lecturers 
were renewed: Annie E. Barker, Nettie A. Olds, and 
Katie Kehm Smith. Blank forms for quarterly 
reports of lecturers and superintendents of Sunday- 
schools were adopted. The uniform price of $1 
per month to each Secular Sunday-school for its 
lessons, etc., was fixed, and regulations in regard to 
appointment and resignation of lecturers were pre- 
scribed. Miss Olds was assigned to the Portland 
circuit, Mrs. Barker to the Forest Grove, and Katie 
Kehm Smith to the Silverton circuit. Mr. Reynolds 
will try to organize a circuit at Astoria, Or., and 
another at Vancouver, Wash. 

The following donations hav been received by 
the Oregon State Secular Union : John Leitch, Mazo 
Manie, Wis., $3; Warren Carsner, Wagner, Or., 
$1.50; Portland Secular Sunday-school, 50 cents; 
Silverton, $2; Martin Miller, Dayton, Or., $1; Emil 
Knips, Adrian, Mich., $1. Karım Kxgw Surru, 

Oregon City, Or. Sec. O. S. S. U. 


Depp RN f 
Remedy for Political Ils. 

The man who finds himself smothering under fall- 
ing ruins may liv just long enough to realize his 
lack of prudence in not taking better care of the 
house his father built. Our fathers who framed the 
federal Constitution builded wisely, but hav the 
children preserved the structure? The framers 
fortified it against sordid, selfish attack from with- 
out and from dishonest leaks. Now can it be saved, 
or is it already a ruin? 

Fairly interpreted, the Constitution forbids class 
legislation or favoritism on the plea of protection; 
forbids the extravagance of paying more for govern- 
ment service than like service commands elsewhere; 
forbids the many relief bills passed by Congress 
every year; forbids even the raising of millions of 
dollars annually to pension a multitude of doubtful 
patriots; forbids legislation in support of or inter- 
ference with any form of religion; forbids meddle- 
some or paternal legislation. By it the people 
were left free in liberty and in the pursuit of hap- 
piness. 

In theory the federal government is little more 
than a clerkship to perform certain specific duties. 
In practice it has become meddlesome, officious, 
costly, beyond that of any other nation. Its eight- 
hour Jaw has caused innumerable strikes. Its pro- 
tectiv policy, while increasing wages spasmodically, 
promotes trusts and monopolies, and attracts multi- 
tudes from foreign lands to scramble for the 
spasmodic wages. Its patent system creates mo- 
nopolies and is bad. When the Coxey army was 
moving on to Washington Senator Sherman rose in 
his place and said, “ The remedy is near at hand; 
the Pullman patents will soon expire.” That tells 
the story. The government employs chaplains and 
exempts church property from taxation; thereby 
meddling with religious matters and robbing those 
who believe in some other kind of priestcraft or in 
none at all. To execute the multitude of infringing 
laws requires a host of offensiv officials and entails 
enormous cost. 

Thomas Paine says: “A republic proves its ex- 
cellence by the small quantity of taxes it requires.” 
For the year 1781 the Congress estimated the sum 
required at $8,000,000, and fixed the proportion 
each state should pay. Were Spiritualism true, 
and the immortal Paine could and should visit this 
land for a day or two and witness the present discord, 
corruption, and extravagance, would he recognize 
the individual sovereign of the past? ‘Might he 
not wring his spirit hands and ery, “O fools! was 
it in vain that I hoped and labored to make a na 
tion flowing with common sense and reason!” 

Now where is the fault and the remedy? Pri- 
marily, the citizens themselvs are responsible for the 
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bad condition of things. Asarule they vote for 
the sharper in the hope of personal or party gain. 
Single-handed, or in cliques, through lobbying and 
bribing, laws are enacted for the very purpose of 
helping the sharper to get the better of his simple 
neighbor. The millionaire is often denounced, 
sometimes threatened; while, as & rule, he obtains 
wealth in obedience to,and perhaps favored by, laws 
that are unconstitutional. But each one wants 
some law to regulate everybody else. Petitioning 
for and making laws has become a national disease. 
There is à general hankering for laws to help some 
folks and to restrain the rest. The average legisla- 
tor, on taking the sacred oath of office, fancies a 
sudden influx of divine wisdom that fits him like a 
Moses to lead the people into a wilderness. And 
the common mind fancies a divine halo in the law 
passed by the nation's sages, however bad the law is. 

The great trouble is, the proper relation between 
the people and the government has been reversed. 
In theory, the people are to sustain an administra- 
tion in the performance of its constitutional func- 
tions. But there are multitudes now claiming that 
the government should, in part at least, sustain 
them ; and when the party in office fails to satisfy 
them they vote it out, in the hope that a change 
will bring them some favor. In all the general 
elections during twelve years past, the growing 
numbers who fail to support themselvs or to obtain 
help in some form from government, hav voted for 
change and chance; and each time entertained the 
notion that they had saved the country. 

When a man is hit by a brick he naturally looks 
to see whence it came; but most men in this coun- 
try are either too selfish or too dazed to perceive 
that most of the discord and trouble in the land 
may be traced to bad, meddlesome laws. 

Drinking, playing, betting, Sundaying, believing, 
worshiping, toiling, trading, are not proper subjects 
of legislation in a free country. 

The best, perhaps the only remedy, is to stop 
enacting unconstitutional laws and to repeal all ex- 
isting ones. Instead of tinkering and amending 
bad iaws as things too sacred to be destroyed, they 
should be abolished altogether. The country 
might survive the burden of paying salaries to the 
armies of legislators, if such armies, instead of try- 
ing like a Joshua to reverse natural laws, would 
retreat within constitutional limitations. 

Were the federal and all state legislators to take 
this advice, fewer courts and officials would be re- 
quired, the burden of taxation greatly lessened, 
equality of condition promoted, and there would be 
no excuse for Populism, Socialism, or Anarchism. 
Then the people might get hold of the right end of 
political economy ; and by giving more attention to 
the laws of health, both of body and mind, hay 
little need of the doctor, still less of the lawyer, 
and none at all of the priest. L. G. Rzz». 


Observations. 


President Cleveland, who is responsible equally 
with Congress for the passage of the income tax 
bill into a law, has not paid his own share of the 
tax at this writing. On the contrary, he appeals to 
the commissioner of internal revenue to decide 
whether he is not exempted by the constitutional 
provision that the compensation of the president 
* ghall neither be increased nor diminished during 
the period for which he may hav been elected.” No 
one not desirous of dodging his taxes would raise 
that question, but as every one dodges his taxes if 
he can, I expect that all public officials whose sal- 
ary is above $4,000 will think it relevant, compe- 
tent, and material. It is not, though, for taxation 
belongs to the expense account, and diminishes the 
salary only in the way that an increase of the rev- 
enue tax on whisky, tobacco, oleomargarine, etc., 
would hav that result. And in the case of these 
our salary doesn’t hav to be $4,000 in order that 
the most of us may be mulcted. 


If it is true, as Moreh Nebuchim tells us, that the 
Bible writers teach the existence of only one god, 
and if their teaching is put forward as the doctrin 
of the ancient Jews, then that people are totally 
misrepresented by their biographers. The Higher 
Critics inform us that the religion of the Hebrews 
was “a motley polytheism ;” that “they believed in 
sacred stones and trees, and worshiped the powers 
of nature.” “Though Yahweh was always the chief 
god,” we are told, “all kinds of Baals were wor- 
shiped by his side, even by zealous contenders for 
his honor.” David “invoked the Baals, and some- 
times made frightful offerings to avert the wrath of 
Yahweh.” Solomon set up sanctuaries for the 
heathen gods as well as for the home product. 
The prophets, five hundred years after Moses, had 
not reached a clear perception of the one-god idea. 
This information, which my dilatory advent among 
historians prevented me from obtaining at first hand, 
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I get from Doctors Oort, Hooykaas, and Kuenen, 
authors of “The Bible for Learners.” In other 
matters Rabbi Nebuchim does not support accepted 
authorities. For example, the writer who touches 
off the Hebrew language for the “Encyclopedia 
Britannica” notes that in the Pentateuch the same 
form is used for both masculin and feminin genders ; 
that very little is known about the changes which 
the language has undergone; that it was practically 
dead long before the time of Christ, and that “in 
general it may be said that the biblical text sup- 
plies inadequate data for studying the history of the 
language.” It was with a knowledge of this fact 
that I remarked that the study of the Bible as it is 
to-day could not make anyone certain that he had 
caught the writers’ meaning. Mr. Nebuchim’s use 
of the pronoun “she” in translating the Hebrew 
word “ruah,” meaning * spirit," illustrates the con- 
fusion which the grammarians hav caused by teach- 
ing students of our language that English words 
hav gender. I am led to infer that Hebrew words, 
like the Greek, the Latin, the German, and some 
others, are endowed by their creators with a certain 
variation of form called gender, of which Anglo- 
Saxon may be considered as devoid. A word in our 
tongue may indicate a male or a female, but it has 
no gender of its own. “Ruah,” therefore, unless 
it means a female spirit, should hav the pronoun 
“it,” and not “she.” The absence of the neuter in 
Hebrew may hav led Mr. Nebuchim into error; and 
the same difficulty appears where he calls a nation 
“him,” and not “them” like other translators. To 
recur to the original proposition, that the Bible 
writers knew of only one deity, and admitting that 
in the first chapter of Genesis the Elohim availed 
themself of the editorial “us” and “we,” will the 
learned Nebuchim accommodate us with a translation 
of Genesis iii, 22? In English it now reads, “And 
the Lord God said, Behold, the man has become as 
one of us." Here the editorial “us” cannot be re- 
sorted to, for that word implies no more than “the 
editor," and “one of the editor" is not a permissi- 
ble expression. 

I regard Nebuchim as & valuable addition to 
Freethought literature, and look forward to much 
personal edification from his communications. I 
should be particularly interested to know whence 
he derived his highly imaginativ definition of the 
name “ Jehovah.” 

The Canadian government recently appropriated 
one thousand dollars to buy masses for the repose 
of the late Sir John Thompson’s soul. A few years 
ago, in the case of a Brooklyn man, who left a con- 
siderable sum to the church for the saying of 
masses for a like purpose, and whose will was con- 
tested by his heirs, the judge decided that he could 
not legally award any amount to the benefit of a 
person whose whereabouts was unknown to the 
court. The course taken by the Canadian legisla- 
ture is less agreeable not only to. common sense 
but to justice, especially as the money appropriated 
was not a portion of the defunct Mr. Thompson’s 
estate, but belonged in part to people who regard 
that form of incantation called the mass as a hea- 
thenish superstition. 


The World last Saturday had this item of intel- 
ligence among its dispatches : 

NEWBURYPORT, Mass., April 12th.—People who were 
out late last night report seeing a very beautiful and pe- 
culiar celestial pnenomenon in the shape of a cross formed 
by the moon’s rays, with the moon as a center. It was 
plainest about midnight, just as good Friday was being 
ushered in. 

Unless those who witnessed this phenomenon were 
deleteriously affected by it, the incident is not so 
powerful an argument against staying out late at 
night as some others that could be advanced. 


I hav a second letter from the individual who 
subscribes himself “Jesus Christ Alive," and it re- 
moves some misapprehensions into which I was led 
by the tone of his previous epistle. He is a survi- 
val of & biblieal type, perhaps, but not of Jesus 
Christ. His style of communication, as developed 
under criticism, fails to connect him with the Naza- 
rene, though if reincarnation is granted to donkeys 
there would be nothing unreasonable in his identi- 
fication as Balaam’s ass. 


For the reason that the Christian church does a 
considerable business, mainly on capital furnished 
by the state, in outcasts, orphans, paupers, etc., the 
conclusion has been hastily reached that there 
must be some inherent good in the institution. 
The history, creeds, and conduct otherwise of 
the church is opposed to such a theory, for to be 
really charitable is to be tolerant, and the church 
has not that virtue.. She has “homes” for the in- 
capables, but penitentiaries for those who do not 
share her whims. The explanation of this may be 
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discovered in the analogy between the church mem- 
ber and the object of his solicitude. The church itself 
is a retreat for the mentally dependent. Others, 
competent to face the truth as it is in this world, 
hav no more need for the cousolations of religion 
than the physically able hav for its dole of alms. 
The church member, therefore, is in pathological 
and congenital sympathy with the class of incom- 
petents for whose possession he contends and for 
whom he solicits aid. The “charitable” institu- 
tion and the church are twins—the one being an 
asylum for the corporeally feeble or dependent, the 
other for individuals similarly deficient as to their 
intellects. 

This view is supported by the cant phrase, gen- 
erally found in Thanksgiving proclamations, to the 
effect that our dependence on the almighty should 
teach us charity toward those less favored than our- 
selvs in a worldly way. 

À week ago I recorded in these columns the case 
of an Italian boy whose testimony was rejected in 
a law court on his confession that he knew nothing 
about God. A more satisfactory witness has since 
appeared before one of our legal tribunals. His 
name was Cokely and he kissed the book with a 
cross on it. Itis not presumable that the court 
itself could hav added to his theological lore, but 
when the judge inquired of him if he was acquaint- 
ed with the “Encyclopedia Britannica” he replied 
with some pride that he was an Irishman and not 
in the habit of associating with dagos. The latinity 
of the title of the work led him to infer, erroneously, 
that an Italian party was referred to, and when he 
learned that the statements of said Britannica con- 
tradicted his own, he boldly added the epithet 
« liar” to that of dago and expressed a desire to 
meet the opposing witness outside. To his great 
indignation, however, the “dago’s” authority was 
accepted instead of his oath. If knowledge of an ob- 
ject were always proportionate to the extent it is 
in evidence to the senses, or even tothe reason and 
uoderstanding, Mr. Cokely’s lack of acquaintance 
with the British encyclopedia would be a funnier 
circumstance than Francesco Mazetti’s ignorance 
of the American deity. Gro. E. MacpoNALD. 


Freethought and Seeular News from England. 


Since sending you my last “Notes” we hav had 
an activ time in England. The theological bigots 
hav been using all their resources in the endeavor 
tp regain a portion of their lost power. The vulgar 
and debased advocates of Christianity, finding they 
could not defeat us in argument, hav resorted to 
the basest falsehood and the vilest imputations, for 
which they hav received their just punishment ; the 
opponents of secular education hav been doing their 
best to further impede the advancement of true in- 
struction in our board schools, and the National 
Secular Society has been as vigorous as ever in 
fighting the battle of Freethought and in expound- 
ing the principles of Secularism, both in London 
and in the provincial towns. Unfortunately the 
demon Influenza has been busy, with its enervating 
influence upon many of us. Medical science seems 
to be powerless to discover either the cause of this 
fiendish invader of health or its remedy. It is no 
respecter of persons, for rich and poor, believers 
and unbelievers, hav been among its victims, al- 
though the latter, as far as my knowledge extends, 
hav successfully resisted its attacks, while those to 
whom it proved fatal were Christians. 


Curistian Rasoatity.—The National Secular So, 
ciety, under the able leadership of its president, 
Mr. G. W. Foote, has recently succeeded in expos- 
ing and legally punishing certain vulgar and un- 
principled Christians on account of the publication 


of a most infamous libel in reference to the Hall of: . 


Science, London. The details of the charge mada 
by these shameless expounders of “the pure gos- 
pel” are unfit to be given here; it is sufficient to 
say that Secularists were accused of teaching youths 
an offense that is as “ unnatural” as it is degrading. 
Of course there was not a shadow of truth in the 
charge, and after a thorough exposure in a court of 
law the verdict was given against these pious speci- 
mens of human depravity, and for their audacious 
and unscrupulous lying they were publicly con- 
demned and had to pay, including costs, £250, or 
one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. As I 
sat in court and witnessed the miserable cowardice 
manifested by these hypocritical and canting ex- 
pounders of a “pure and undefiled religion,” and 
listened to the palpable lying they indulged in, I 
felt more convinced than ever before that an influ- 
erce superior to that which Christianity exercises 
was needed to inspire within some minds a sense of 
decency and a love of truth. 


Taz Lonvon Somoon Boarp.—The pious bigots of 
the London school board hav resumed their reac. 
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i Gnary policy in opposing all progressiv plans in 
our national scheme of education. At the meeting 
of the board the other day it was proposed to abol- 
ish the fees in the evening continuation schools. 
The orthodox party of course opposed such a con- 
cession to the people with the extraordinary argu- 
ment that the children who attended night schools 
were those who were necessitated to go to work to 
assist their parents, and had left school to earn 
money and could therefore well afford to pay for 
their evening instruction! The motion was rejected 
by 26 to 24 votes. The religious fanatics also per- 
sist in refusing to rescind the obnoxious circular 
which they issued for the purpose of enforcing 
upon the teachers certain theological restrictions. 
Fortunately a liberal spirit is growing on the board 
and we hav many indications that the days of or- 
thodox supremacy there are numbered. 


Mr. S. P. Purnam.—The news that friend Put- 
nam will visit England the latter part of April has 
been received here with unqualified delight. Every 
effort will be made to giv him a hearty welcome, and 
to make his visit as successful as possible. Per- 
sonally I am looking forward to see my old friend 
and colleague in this country with the greatest of 
pleasure. I regard him, next to Colonel Ingersoll, 
as the greatest orator in the ranks of American 
Freethought lecturers. All that can be done, Mr. 
Foote and myself will do, to giv the Freethinkers 
of great Britain an opportunity of listening to the 
eloquence of the president of the Secular Union 
and of the Freethought Federation of America. 


ControversiaL Aoriviry.—For many years the 
clergy of this country hav persistently avoided pub- 
lic discussions with the representativs of Free- 
thought. And even now the Christian Evidence 
Society will not officially encourage debates upon 
religious topics Still, there is a certain amount of 
renewed activity among individual controversialists. 
Since my return from America I hav been kept 
fairly well at public discussions, and now my col- 
league, Mr. G. W. Foote, is having his turn. At 
the present time he has about six debates under 
consideration. Well, the more the better for the 
success of Secularism. 


« Praos AND GoopwiLL.'—The boast that Chris- 
tianity promotes peace and love does not appear to 
be verified by the present warlike preparations in 
* Christian Europe.” In those very countries where 
the Christian faith is paraded the most we find 
more reliance placed upon the instruments of war 
than upon the force of the teachings of the gospel. 
For instance, the British navy now costs fifty per 
cent more than it did ten years ago, and that cost 
is still increasing. Last year we added to the an- 
nual vote for our navy some £3,000,000. This year 
we add not far from £1,500,000. And besides this 
we raise a loan on thirty years’ terminable annuities 
of close upon £9,000,000. The estimates for our 
army hav also nearly doubled during the last twelve 
years. Thus while vast sums of money are 
wasted in connection with the church and the mili- 
tary establishments of this * Christian " country, 
we hav the deplorable spectacle of millions of able- 
bodied men out of employment, and thousands of 
helpless mortals suffering for the want of food and 
numbers dying every week through sheer starva- 
tion. What with an increasing pauperism, the 
clergy monopolizing wealth, and the aristocracy 
preventing the land from being used for the public 
good, we hav much to be truly thankful for in this 
God-fearing nation. , 


Waar 1s To sz Donr?—Coertain it is that the ex- 
isting inequalities between the rich and poor, and 
the bitter conflicts now going on in the United King- 
dom between capital and labor, cannot continue 
without being accompanied by the gravest conse- 
quences. Parliament has tried after a fashion to 
grapple with the evils, but its success hitherto has 
not been great. A committee was recently ap- 
pointed by the House of Commons to inquire into 
the causes of and to suggest a remedy for the pre- 
vailing poverty, but up to date no practical results 
hav been achieved. True, the committee hav is- 
sued their interim report, but they express regret 
that they are unable to recommend any steps which 
are caloulated to meet the acknowledged urgency of 
the case, such as Parliament would be likely to in- 
dorse. It is evident from the tone of the report, as 
well as from the admissions it contains, that the 
committee realize something of the magnitude and 
urgency of the unemployed problem. The evidence 
collected shows that there is a huge mass of help- 
less misery caused independently of the special in- 
fluences of an exceptional winter. Osas. Wars. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 


Sunday, April 21st, Toledo, O..................... The Bible 
Monday, April 92d, Erie, Pa.....,....-».«-.7--.-.- The Bible 
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News and Notes. 


After wide wanderings over the continent it is 
refreshing to draw up at Boston, the anoient city of 
the Puritans. It has a massiv orthodox appear- 
ance, but nevertheless Freethought illuminates its 
modern splendor. It is growing more vast and 
beautiful every time I visit its far-winding thorough- 
fares. But the churches are giving way to magnifi- 
cent theaters and hotels, and this is & luminous 
sign of the times. The Publie Library building is 
a structure which fills the heart with dreams: of de- 
light, blazoned as it is with memories of the past, 
of thoughts and deeds illustrious, and shining like 
a glorious portal into the world's advancing future. 
The Union passenger station, from which more 
trains depart each day than from any other station the 


world over, is a marvel of stupendous architecture ; 


and immense traveling facilities It covers eleven 
acres—a metropolis in itself of ever-changing mul- 
titudes. The new subway will beat the devil all to 
pieces for subterranean activities and the tumults 
of pandemonium, newspaper and otherwise. Bos- 
ton is really passing through a somewhat revolu 

tionary epoch. The quaint old city is disappearing; 
the cow-paths are broadening to stately avenues, and 
tall and splendid edifices replace the landmarks of 
acentury. Of course the Paine Memorial Building 
rears its sturdy walls amidst these enormous 
changes. The battlements of Freethought wel- 
come the onward march of humanity. I giv two 
addresses to the pioneers of this glorious outpost. 
The first was on that important issue, “Rome or 
Reason— Which?” and it was welcomed with ring- 
ing applause. In fact, I do not know of any words 
of mine that ever met with warmer approval. This 
shows that our ranks are alive to the impending 
danger. There is no compromise. Protestantism 
is thoroughly illogical. Its sole authority is the 
Bible, which is being dashed to pieces by modern 
criticism. Rome does not rely upon the Bible, but 
upon the divine authority of the church itself. The 
Bible, according to Rome, supplements and empha- 
sizes the authority of the church, but does not 
create it. Rome is intrenched in a vast and power- 
ful institution, and hence its strength. Only 
science and Freethought can overthrow its prestige 
and preserve the liberties of mankind. 

My second address was on “Christianity and 
Woman,” a very interesting subject, both as regards 
the past and the future of human development. 
Shelley says: 

Poets are cradled into poetry by wrong, 
And learn in suffering what they teach in song. 

If the knowledge and disciplin of woman are to 
be measured by her suffering, she certainly deserves 
the crown today. But judging by the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union the “softer sex” has 
become so used to her chains, and hugs them so, 
that it has become exceedingly dangerous to grant 
her the ballot. If she gets the franchise she may 
cut our throats with it, as one critie remarked. The 
church has not only stripped woman of her natural 
right and dignity, but has demoralized her very 
being. She kisses the hand that strikes. The lines 
of the poet apply to church and woman : 

The Church a morster of so foul a mien, 
That to be hated needs but to be seen; 

But seen too oft, familiar with its face, 
She'll first endure, then pity, then embrace. 

I stated in my lecture that were I positivly sure 
that woman, if granted suffrage, would vote God 
into the Constitution, I should oppose woman 
suffrage. I do not propose to giv the servitors of 
the church a club with which to beat out my brains. 
It may be wrong to refuse woman the ballot, but 
it is a far greater wrong for woman to use the bal 
lot to reinstate the old tyranny of church and state. 
I choose the lesser wrong, and no Freethinker can 
choose otherwise. The ballot, after all, is but a 
minor factor in the immense and progressiv civili- 
zation of man. Woman need not wait for the 
ballot to be her best and noblest. I rather think 
the majority of my audience accepted the points I 
made. 

I had to spend most of my time while in Boston 
seeing friends, for there is a goodly array of Liber- 
als here. I visited the delightful homes of the Rush 
Brothers. | hey are now married, and they do not 
dream of any heaven beyond this sunny earth itself 
and the light of the hearthstone, where the graces 
and the loves prevail. Long life and happiness to 
these merry and busy friends, who know how to 
rustle for a happy fortune. Of course I foregath. 
ered with M. T. Rush and wife about the hospitable 
table. I wish my jolly English comrade was going 
with me over across the seas to his nativ land, to 
make me more familiar with its wonderful scenes. 

The street.cars of Boston are like a Chinese 
puzzle, or rather like the wind, or Holy Ghost, of 
which Jesus spake, for surely who can tell whence 
they come or whither they go, as you stand with 


‘April 26th—‘‘ Some Recent Advances in Science.” 
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inquiring look at Soeollijy Square? However, I 
plunged in and took a car that I thought was going 
in the direction of Washburn's, and I really did get 
within a mile of his residence, and walked thas dis- 
tance a wiser if not a sadder man. I got there at 
last, and had a fine time with our eloquent advo- 
cate and his charming family. I understand he is 
on the road to wealth, which I do most potently 
hope to be true; but still we cannot dispense with 


his brilliant services in the Freethought lecture 


field, where fame is plenty though shekels are few. 
I am sure there is no one in our ranks who can do 
more good work than Washburn, and I hope his 
path to fortune will shine with the laurels of free- 


‘dom. I also traveled to fair Melrose, where Ernest 


Mendum and his wife make smooth and attrac- 
tiv the. pathway of reform. Music lent its charms 
to the occasion. Mrs. Mendum has a fine musical 
gift, and the Secular Pilgrim enjoyed the exquisit 
melodies which kindle the heart and fling the light 
of golden imagination. Friend Mendum is deter- 
mined to keep the flag of the Znvestigator flying 
and make Paine Hall the rallying-place of the Lib- 
eral army. I hope that differences of method will 
not destroy the harmony that should exist among 
leaders of the “forlorn hope.” 

I had a jaunt also to Milford, and the Free- 
thought friends at this point made a delightful 
reception—Mrs. Florence Johnson and her daugt- 
ters, Pearl, Bertha, and Olive; Mr. and Mrs. J. D. 
Buxton and their daughter Pearl, and C. C. John- 
son, who has traveled far and wide and has the 
enthusiasm of Freethought from head to foot. The 
trio of daughters are charming violin players and 
whiled away the hours with beantiful strains, while 
Miss Pearl Buxton added the harmony of the organ. 
Mrs. Johnson is a most excellent reader, and I am 
glad to announce that she is preparing Freethought 
readings-and lectures for the Liberal platform. I 
am-sure she will deserve eminent success. 

Among other friends of this Bostonian week are 
De. Noyes, Messrs. Rockwood, Collier, Stillman, 
Palmer, Harrison, Ryan, Ralph Chainey, Geo N. 
Hill, Dr. Symington Brown, and many others—a 
royalcompany. Miss Ora Simpson, of Columbus, O., 
is present at Boston Normal school, and Miss Louise 
Minchen from Iowa at the Emerson school of ora- 
tory. Both are of Liberal ancestry and pursue art 
and culture in the spirit of Freethought. Thus 
from East and West the sons and daughters throng 
to Boston and infuse its oriental elegance with the 
vigor and courage of the occident, the breath of the 
prairie, the whiff of the cyclone, and the breezy 
glory of the mountains.. Sauver P. Purnam. 


Lectures aud Meetings. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for April: : 
April 19th—‘‘ The Bible and Modern Thought." 

Putnam. 


8. P. 


Dr. 
R. Q. Ecoles. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for April: 

April 2ist—‘‘ The Uses of Philosophy.” 
April 28th— Debate, ** Protection vs. Free Trade." 
Henry Nichols and Mr. Henry Rowley. 


S. P. Putnam. 
Mr. 


Tue German Freethinkers’ Association meets every 
Sunday at 8 o’ciook P M., at Beethoven Hall, 212 E. Fifth 
street, New York. Program for April, 1895: 

April 2ist—‘‘ Waat 18 Teuth?" Mre. Rosseler. 
April 28th —'* The Resurrection of Jesus," Mr. Roessler. 

Admission free. M. Wise, Sec , 154 E. 100th street. 


Taz Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for April will be as follows: 

April 21st - Joint debate upon, ** Resolved, That a Single 
G 4d Staudardis Better than a Bimetallic Standard.” 
Atty. Chas. B. Wilby, affirmativ, and Mr. H. P. 
Boyden, negativ. 

April 28th —** A Christian Truth va, Au Orthodox Myth.” 
Atty. Stanley E. Bowdle. 


Tur Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge aveuue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. Lectures for April: 
April 23d—'* Ancient Judaism." Samuel H. Gordon. 
April 20th —'* Mery Wollstonecraft.” Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man. 


Mrs. M. A. Fassman will lecture in San Marcial, New 
Mexico, May 7th, 8tb, and 9th. Freethinkers in that 
part of the country will do well to make an effort to hear 
her and assist the Liberals who are sustaining the work. 


As a result of a debate between O. A. Phelps and a 
minister at Nipomo, Cal., the Freethinkers hav organized 
a society, twenty-five joining the first week and paying 
an initiation fee of & dollar each. More hav signified 
their intention of joining. This out of a population of 
less'than a hundred is very gratifying. The dues hav 
been fixed at twenty-five cents per month. Bertha Wil- 


! gon Foreman is the secretary, 
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betters of Friends. 


One of Our Standbys. 
WHITELAND, IND., April 3, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $5 to extend my 
subscription another two years. I hav 
read the paper regularly every week from 
the beginning of the Humphrey- Bennett 
debate till now, and don’t feel like giving 
it up as long as I am able to pay for it. 
Wishing you success in opening the eyes 
of the blind, I remain, 
Very truly yours, SAwr. E. Brewer. 


Cheers for Tessa Kelso. 
Oman, NFB., April 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1, to 
be divided equally between!the Wise and 
Fleckten funds. Am sorry I cannot make 
it $100 instead. 

By the way, I see by the dispatches that 
our brave librarian of the Los Angeles 
city library has ‘‘ downed ” the cowardly 
and contemptible hypocrit who slandered 
her lately from his pulpit. Three cheers 
for Miss Kelso! and all honor for Judge 
Olark! Joun MoARDLE. 


Found He Must Hav It. 

PEILADELPHIA, PA., April 3, 1895 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $1 for 
four months’ subscription to THe TRUTH 
SEEKER, I thcughtI could do without it 
when I left New York, but I must say I 
hav been very lonesome for the last six 
months without it. I tried several news- 
dealers over here; some. of them don’t 
seem to hav heard of Tug TRUTH SEEKER; 
but you mustremember this is the Quaker 
‘city, the home of church hypocrisy [one 

of them]. CHARLES WoonnAM, 


Who Was God?s Typewriter? 

Kamas, UvrAH, March 80, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: How can anyone believe 
what is recorded in the first chapter of 
Genesis before God (or the gods) had made 
man?: Did he (God) hav a clerk, or had 
he a typewriter, or did he afterwards tell 
anyone else about his sayings and doings? 
If so, who was he, what was his name? 
Any information will be acceptable. I 
once asked & Mormon bishop the above, 
and he said that Ohrist was with God. 

Which answer was not unexpected. 
) JACOB LUNDBERG, 


He Feels Lonesome. 

Pomeroy, WAsH., March 13, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $6.50, for 
which please extend my subscription for 
one year, and send me ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” We manage to 
support seven or eight gospel expouuders 
in a little town of about 800 or 900 inhab- 
itants, I am about the only outspoken 
Freethinker in the town, aud I hav worn 
out Heston’s picture book doing mission- 
ary work among the brethren. We hava 
number of Liberal men here, but they are 
afraid to speak their sentiments. I am 
going to hav the first Freethought lecturer 

here that I can engage. J. H. HENLEY. 


This Is Good Work. 
Prescott, ARIZ., March 27, E.M. 295. 
Mr, Eprror: Last week I sent you a 
small order for books and four trial sub- 
scribers for Toe Terura Szzexer. This 
. week I inclose money and names for four 
more trial subscribers. ‘‘Let the good 
work go on.” I trust I may be able to 
send you four subscribers each week, but 
this hope can hardly be realized. 
The Freethought work is moving for- 
‘ward in this country, and much interest 
is being manifested in Liberal ranks. 
Arizona is surely a hot-bed of Infidelity 
when aroused. Dr. J. MILLER. 
P. S. —I can add two more names for the 
paper in thisorder, and there will be more 
to follow as soon as money is plentier. 
Yours respectfully, J. M. 


Two Forms of Pleasure. 
HAwTHORNE, IA., March 23, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please fiod money 
order. It is a pleasure to read my receipt 
for Tue Trotu SEEKER for two years, but 
it isa greater pleasure to read its pages 
from week to week. My father wasalways 
a Freethinker, but we never saw any Lib- 
eral papers until I was about twenty years 
old, when we became acquainted with the 
Boston Investigator, and then THE TRUTH 


SEEKER about the time Mr. Bennett was 
first imprisoned. I am much pleased to 
see that friend Pntnam's book is meeting 
with success. I must say that my letter to 
this paper last summer was the first letter 
I ever had published for me, and it was 
wholly unexpected. I often find that the 
letters from friends form a great part of 
the interesting portion of the paper. Lib- 
erals are not very plentiful here, and what 
few there are hav not the independence of 
their beliefs and convictions. Professor 
Jamieson has been with us once. 
Yours asever, WALTER RUNNELS. 


The Preacher’s Pity Reciprecated. 
` Lexrxeron, O. T., March 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I see I hav rode out my 
ticket, so I will send you seventy-five cents 
to take me to the next station. 

There was a revival meeting going on 
here some time since, and one of the sev- 
eral preachers participating thought him- 
self good in an argument. He stopped in a 
grocery store, and the grocery-man saw 
me coming along the street and called me 
in and introduced me as Mr. Davidson, 
**the noted Infidel of Lexington." Parson 
Johnson began the argument, of which I 
will giv a synopsis. We agreed asa basis 
for argument that if the foundation of a 
system is false the system is false. We 
also agreed that a god was the foundation 
of the Christian system, and that to be god 
this being must be all-wise, all-powerful, 
and all. good. He affirmed that the Ohris- 
tian God possessed these attributes; I de- 
nied, and this is the problem as I stated it: 
If there be a god who is all-wise and who 
therefore foresees evil, and having power 
to prevent it does not, the all-good is not 
discoverable. The only answer he gave 
me was thathe wassorry for me, and I told 
him that I was equally sorry for him; that 
I never censured a person for his igno- 
rance; that I always had pity for such. I 
told him I did not believein prayer, butif 
I did, this would be my prayer: Deliver me 
froman orthodox god. A. K. DAVIDSON. 


Amazed at Michigan News. 
FaigHAvEN, Wasu., March 24, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: It was with horror that I 
read in TuE TRUTH SEEKER of March 16th 
your account of the Michigan Sunday 
Law bill. If this bill becomes law, what 
difference will there be between the state 
of Michigan and tyrannical Russia? 

The rich can amuse themselvs six days 
in the week and hav a comfortable home 
to pass Sunday in, but the workingman, 
who has to work six days in the week, will 
find it very little elevating to hav to pass 
the Sunday inside of the four walls of his 
humble home (if he happen to hav any). 
He will thereby in due time consider him- 
self as an ox that is created to eat, sleep, 
and work only. 

But what is that patriotic organization 
that sails under the flag of the American 
Protectiv Association doing to prevent 
such an insult to American institutions 
as these Sunday laws certainly are? Now 
would be a good time for the A. P. A. to 
convince the world that they do not com- 
pose a religious society organized for the 
purpose of downing another religious or- 
ganization, and I am sure that if the 
A, P. A. really shows signs of being a 
true ‘‘ American Protectiv Association” 
the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER will let 
us know. But we must first know how 
they stand on the Sunday law question; 
also if they do or do not favor Bible read- 
ing in the public schools, Let us hear 
from you, gentlemen of the A. P. A. press. 
This doubt is liable to create suspicion, 
which will never do in this grave crisis. 

Yours for truth and truth only, 
J. S. OpzGAARD. 


Where Oar Missionary Work Took Effect. 
BrnuzrIELD, W. Va., April 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I write to thank you for 
your club rates for Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 
Inelosed find $4.90 for new subscribers on 
trial, and forty cents for one ‘‘Oandle 
From Under the Bushel.” I hav been 
taught  Ohristianity all my life — for 
twenty-five years— until aboutthree months 
ago I saw the ‘‘Age of Reason,” which, I 
must confess, is the noblest, grandest 
work of truth and reason I hav ever been 
able to examin. It is undoubtedly what 
you claim for it, ‘‘ without a peer in the 
world.” My life would be a blank witb- 


cut it, and I hav no doubt that the priest 
would hav got me at death. Since read- 
ing the ''Age of Reason" I hav become a 
truth seeker and a Freethinker. Obris- 
tianity has always kept me in constant 
fear and dread of some awful future world 
of eternal torment, the thoughts of which 
make men most miserable. When a man 
givs up his superstitious ideas and begins 
to look around at the laws of nature and 
science, he can not help seeing the fallacy 
of the writings of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, I think those fables, as they are 
taught, are the greatest impositions ever 
imposed upon the world. If practiced as 
taught they would destroy our freedom; 
that is, if the laws of the states would 
allow, cr giv to theocrats the power they 
are striving to get by mixing church and 
state affairs. It would bring about what 
it did from 1609 to 1630—thousands of hu- 
man beings burnt at the stake for rejecting 
Roman Catholicism. 

The Father of the Faithful and of our 
civil liberties, one of the noblest men that 
ever lived, Thomas Paine, reverenced the 
only God mentioned in the Declaration 
of Independence, of which he can truly 
be called the author and finisher. 

I presume you will be surprised to learn 
of & new follower down in the little state 
of West Virginia, and for that reasonI 
thought I would let you hear from me. I 
assure you that I am doing and will do all 
I can here for the good cause. 

Yours very truly, E. M. MONTGOMERY. 


Preachers? Wonderfal Stories. 
Portnanp, Mz., March 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav always made it a 
rule to impart to others that which would 
be of service to them, hence the following 
valuable information, told me by a friend 
who heard it at oneof the revival meetings 
now being held at City Hall by Rev. B. 
Fay Mills, who, to illustrate the great 
worldly advantage it is to one to get relig- 
ion, told of a man out West (like the won- 
derful cures made by patent medicins, it 
is always in some far-away locality) who 
made violins that sold for three or four 
dollars each. During a revival he got 
eonverted, aud so great a change did it 
make in him that the next fiddle he mate 
possessed so fine a tone it sold for $300. 
Later, he commenced to backslide, with 
the result that his work deteriorated. A 
renewal of faith was followed by a fiddle 
that brought him $400. Brother Freethink- 
ers, get religion—it pays! Aud don't for- 
get to backslide, so as to make possible 
renewal at greatly increased profits, 

Another story was to the effect that a 
club of forty Infidels were all converted. 
I doubt if medical works record an in. 
stance of forty members of one society all 
suffering from softening of the brain at one 
time. 

An attempt to induce all places of busi- 
ness to close one day in aid of the revival 
proved a flat failure. One man told the 
committee that the forty-five men in his 
employ needed the day’s pay more than 
they did religion, and it was doubtful if a 
single man would attend the meetings 
should he close. The: next request was 
for him to pay the men and giv them the 
day. Christ must hav had in mind the 
** oheek ” of the latter-day Ohristian when 
he advised men to ‘‘turn the other one 
also.” A blow on such a cheek would re- 


sult only in injury to the hand that gave. 


it. Some weeks after Ingersoll lectured 
here, the Rev. Mr. Hastings, of Boston, 
author of many anti-Infidel works, was 
brought here as an antidote, but still fear- 
ful that the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah 
would be visited in Portland, a three- 
weeks’ revival was started. As yet the 
insurance rates hav not been lowered. 
H. Q. Norton, 


* Orthodoxy.?? 
WavsEON, O,, March 29, 1895. 

Mz. Eprrog: That belated **orthodox ” 
minister, the Rev. Joseph Cook, in discuss- 
ing the World's Religious Parliament Ex- 
tension, says, ‘‘ Christianity of the schol- 
arly, biblical, and aggressiv type stood 
forth in the World’s Parliament of Relig- 
ions among non-Christian faiths and phi- 
losophies as the sun among candles.” 
This is an untruthful statement. The ad- 
dresses of Rev. Dr. Momerie, of the 
Church of England; of Prof. Henry 


Drummond, of Glasgow, Scotland; of 
Rev. Theodore Munger, of New Haven: 
Conn., all ‘‘orthodox,” disprove Mr. 
Cook’s dictum. They are, substantially, 
in accord with the Theistic school—the 
Unitarians and reform Jews. That able 
end scholarly minister aud editor of Unity 
of: Chicago, Rev. Jenkin Lloyd Jones, in 
his introductory to his book, ‘‘A Chorus 
of Faith as Heard in the Parliament of 
Religions," said: ‘To borrow a World's 
Fair phrase, the so-called Pagans ‘made 
the best exhibit." All competent authority 
will assent to Reverend Jones’s conclusion. 
Reverend Cook is of that rapidly decreas- 
ing clan who know of but one religion and 
whom that eminent scholar, Max Miiller, 
referred to when he says: ‘Those who 
know but one religion [or language?] know 
none." The Ohristianity of Reverend 
Gook is. not, however, the religion of 
Ohrist, who taught Judaism, and told the 
lawyer that to inherit eternal life he should 
keep the commandments. But Jet us com- 
pare Reverend Cook's kind of Christianity 
with a religion nearly seven hundred years 
older, aud whose adherents far outnumber 
any other religionists—Buddhism. The . 
Buddhists hav not been obliged to invent 
a **two-kinds-of-wine" theory in order to 
bring their faith in accord with the tem- 
perance sentiment of the age, as has been 
done by the alleged followers of the Naza- 
rene. Neither hav they to apologize for 
slaughtering their fellows to spread their 
religion. Mackenzie, in his ** Royal Ma- 
sonic Encyclopedia,” estimates that in 
** holy " wars, ‘‘ religious’? massacres, and 
“holy” Inquisition, 26,100,000 human 
lives hav been sacrificed in propagating 
that kind of faith of which Rev. Cook is 
the exponent. ‘‘By their fruits shall ye 
know them," is as good a test to-day as 
when uttered more than eighteen hundred 
years ago. By that rule, Mr. Cook, your 
“sun among candles" is exceedingly dim. 
And do not forget that other declaration 
of the disciple of the Galilean—‘‘ He that 
doeth truth cometh to the light," eto. 
J. H. 8. 


Believes in Aggressiv Work. 


EUREKA, OAL., Maroh 21, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose $15, for which 
send me books as per list. 

Is Mr. Pataam coming to California 
this year? Ishould like to see him. Be- 
fore I went East I could get into a contro- 
versy with & preacher occasionally, but 
they will not argue with me now. Ihav 
purposely provoked them in print, but all 
treat me with silent contempt. Experi- 
ence has taught them that they derive 
more glory by that course thau by argu- 
ment. 

I received Tas TRUTA SEEKER of March 
16th, aud am astonished at what you re- 
port about Mr. Omelvina. If a preacher 
in this county should make such a remark 
and it came to my knowledge, I would sit 
down upon him. Are there no Freethink- 
ers in Petersburg, Ind., who can do the 
same thing? It is true, the press of the 
United States is a mercenary concern; the 
editors are cowards and hypocrits, and 
dare not own their souls, but as a rule 
they are business. men, who keep in stock 
what the public desire; and if a Free- 
thinker has something to say that people 
like to read, if only from curiosity, they 
will print it. The first preacher I attacked 
in print was a politician who clamored 
for Suuday law. The article filled the ed- 
itor’s sanctum with Methodists, and some 
stopped their papers, but where one sub- 
soriber was lost two were gained; and the 
editor was satisfied with the result. E 

If we want to make & mark in the world 
we must fight, using reason for our 
weapon. People are led by creeds hav- 
ing the sanction of ages, which must be 
dislodged before reason can take their 
place. The progress will be slow but sure, 
although the creeds will sometimes out- 
flank us. The religious wedge has lately 
been entered in California, In our 
early days we used to hav a legislature 
unlike other states, but since politios has 
become thoroughly rotten in California 
we hav adopted another practice. We 
hav & set of animals living here who hav 
reverted to the state of their ancestors 
who roamed over the forests of Africa. 
As they are no earthly use for anything 
else they hav become politicians, and at 
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every eleotion we pick out the meanest of 
them and send them to Sacramento to 
quarrel among themselvs and do us all the 
mischief they can. Here and there a man 
gets among them, who is disgraced by 
being classed as one of them, and who has 
no power to avert their mischief. So it is 
‘not strange that one animal from Marin 
county, by name of McAllister, disgraced 
his constituents by entering the religious 
wedge in favor of Sunday legislation. 
Send me ‘‘When Were Our Gospels 
` Written?" with other books, and I willsend 
you $15. Place the remainder where it will 
do the most good. R. GUNTHER. 


Concerning Various Topics. 


Prrasant LAKE, IND., March 28, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed herewith my 
order for books. also some additional cash 
for usein the Fleckten school fight, and 
for the assistance of Mr. Wise, as directed. 
I hav Bell’s ** Hand-Book,” **Old Testa- 
ment Stories Illustrated," and the ‘‘ Pic- 
torial Text-Book,” and if these will not 
make Freethinkers of those who read them 
thoughtfully, I cannot imagin what would, 
But few church people, however, can be 
induced to read such works, for fear, I 
suppose, that their all-merciful and loving 
God will damn them for it, if they were 
tempted to use the reasoning powers he 
has given them. I hav two sisters who are 
church members, and they are like the 
majority, for although we hav many Lib- 
eral books, as well as Tae TRUTH SEEKER, 
to read, they will not look at them, nor 
pay attention to the reading of anything 
they contain, but they obtained their rel- 
ish for superstition elsewhere, for all the 
others of the family are Freethinkers. My 
grandfather in his younger days was a 
faithful member of the Presbyterian 
church, but became a radical Freethinker 
as the result of careful Bible reading and 
investigation; and nearly all of his decend- 
ants are Freethinkers. There sre many 
Liberals in this vicinity, but most all are 
of the do-nothing kind. Some time since 
I tried to secure some subscribers for 
your paper, but without success, as the 
times are. so close here that those who 
would subscribe could not spare the means 
to do so. Am glad to see such a story as 
** Marion Hepburn’s Heresy " in the paper, 
and hope you may secure more of a simi- 
lar style, for the Christians are prone to 
introduce into some of our periodicals 
stories of an opposit character, another sly 
scheme of theirs to instil their supersti- 
tions into the minds of thoughtless read- 
ers. Some time ago some of the Liberals 
here secured J. E. Remsburg to deliver a 
lecture, and obtained the trustee’s consent 
to use the town school hall for that purpose, 
but when the Christians found it out they 
used their influence and induced him to 
withdraw his consent to use the school 
building, so the lecture was postponed un- 
til a vacant store building, owned by & 
Liberal of our town, was secured for the 
occasion. Mr. Remsburg’s lecture, ‘‘ False 
Olaims of the Church,” was fairly well at- 
tended, nearly all being Liberals. Two 
ministers, however, were there, and one of 
them (a Baptist) became much out of hu- 
mor, and as soon as the lecture closed he 
made the announcement that he would 
answer Mr. Remsburg’s statements in his 
sermon the next Sunday, and at once left 
the room. Mr. Remsburg had invited crit- 
icism, but his saintly highness evidently 
did not care to enter into any argument 
then and there. I did not attend his meet- 
ing, but hav little doubt that his answer 
consisted mostly of the usual abuse used 
by the clergy to belittle those who dare 
think for themselvs. But this agent of the 
celestial kingdom did not stay in our town 
long; he evidently believed in Christ's ad- 
monition only when modified so as to read, 
** Giv to the olergy, and let the poor take 
eare of themselvs, and giv something if 
they will," for he had not been here long 
before people began to observe that he 
took no notice, when meeting them, of 
those who dropped no cash into the contri- 
bution box, but saved his cordiality for 
the cheerful giver. Truly a typical speci- 
men of God’s agents, but many people are 
too good for their religion, based on the 
doctrins of s barbarian Bible, so this worthy 
apostle of glory did not suit them. We 
hav in our state one of those musty relics 
of superstition, a Sunday law, which, 
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within my recollection, has been brought 
forth to fine a barber for shaving a man on 
Sunday, and also a man for hunting on 
that sacred day. But the latter really de- 
served little sympathy, for he afterward 
was fool enough to join the church, and 
thus become a supporter of the usurper of 
his liberty, and so long as we hav such 
people among us it seems evident that the 
fool killer, if not a myth, is at least dis- 
gracefully negligent of his duty. I-am 
sorry to learn that we lost in the church- 
tax contest in Oregon, and hope that the 
Liberals having means will come forth with 
enough to produce better results in the 
future, and long may Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
flourish to battle for the right. I would be 
pleased to correspond with Freethinkers 
living in OCalifornis, along the coast be- 
tween Santa Cruz and Los Angeles; so, 
ladies and gentlemen, will you let me hear 
from you? Respectfully yours, 
Onanoy AvERY. 


A Preacher Commended and Criticised. 


Port Ancetes., Wasa.. March 21, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: The last issue of the Port 
Angeles Simoon published a sermon re- 
cently delivered bv Rev. F. F, Passmore, 
of Denver, Ool. The reverend is a re- 
‘ormer and will, probably, soon be reading 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. I send you a few 
extracts from his sermon, but he also made 
some other remarks, to which I hav written 
a reply, which you mav publish if you 
will. Yours truly, FRANK MORSE. 

Rev. F. F. Passmore, Denver, Ool., 
Dear Sir: Y hav just been reading a ser- 
mon of yours in which you hav told more 
truth than an ordinary minister would tell 
in ten years. I hope you will continue in 
your good work, and I wish there were 
thousands more like you, but I hope you 
will not be offended when I tell you that I 
think you hav madesome mistakes. When 
you tell us that. God's word is a sufficient 
guide, you cause only confusion, for the 
question naturally arises, What is God's 
word? We open the Bible and read: 
** Thou shalt not kill" (Deut. v, 17). Then 
we turn buts few more leaves and read: 
‘But thou shalt surely kill him. Thine 
hand shall be the first upon him to put him 
to death” (Deut. xiii, 9). ‘* David be- 
haved himself wisely in all his ways, and 
the Lord was with him; and David took 
him more concubines and wives out of 
Jerusalem" (9 Sam. v, 10-13). ‘* David 
danced before the Lord with aH his might, 
and he dealt as well.to the women as men, 
to every one a flagon of wine” (vi, 14, 19). 
**'Nosh was a just man and perfect * * 
and he drank the wine and was drunken ” 
(Gen. vi, 9; ix, 21). ‘*Thou shalt bestow 
that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth 
after, for * * * wine or for strong 
drink" (Deut. xiv, 26). ‘‘ Drink thy wine 
with a merry heart, for God now accepteth 
thy work” (Ecol. ix, 7) “I wil giv to 
thy.servants twenty thousand baths of 
wine" (2 Chron. ii, 10). “I will giv you 
the rain in his due season * ‘ * that 
thou mayest gather in thy corn and thy 
wine" (Deut. xi, 14). ‘*Giv wine unto 
those that be of heavy heart; let him drink 
and forget his poverty, and remember his 
misery no more" (Prov. xxxi, 6, 7). . That 
is what the saloon keepers are doing; they 
and the preachers that you hav criticised 
are following the teachings of the Bible. 
The only trouble is, they hav gotten hold 
of the wrong guide book. The first book 
on total abstinence that was ever written 
was written by an Infidel Judge Herttell. 
I am as much against intoxicating liquor 
as you are, but we can never destroy it 
with the Bible. I approve of most of your 
sermon, but regret that you take the po- 
sition you do in regard to the Sabbath. 
You seem to be very much agitated because 
the trains, factories, and street cars are 
running on the Sabbath. The priests also 
became agitated in Christ’s time and ac- 
cused him of being a Sabbath-breaker. 
He defended himself and his disciples in 
working on the Sabbath, and taught that 
it wasright to do good instead of evil on 
all days alike. St. Paul said: “Let no 
man judge you in meat or in drink, or in 
respect of a holy day * * * or of the 
Sabbath days; let every man be persuaded 
in his own mind." The Constitution of the 
United States guarantees entire religious 
liberty to every citizen, and whenever any 
Sabbath laws sre made they are in viola- 
tion of the Constitution. The question 
which day is the Sabbath is still an un- 
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settled one. The Bible says it is the 
last day of the week, and it was so consid- 
ered until the year 321, when the emperor 
Constantine, a Roman  sun-worshiper, 
joined the Christian church and com- 
manded people to rest on the venerable 
day of the sun. His edict can be found in 
Encyclopedia Britannica, article Sunday. 
Constantine and his soldiers killed many 
of the Christians, and after a few genera- 
tions had passed away the Christians finally 
accepted Sunday, the first day of the week, 
as the Sabbath, the same as they do now, 
without even asking the reason why. 
There are some of them, however, known 
as Adventists, who still rest on the Sabbath 
instead of Sunday. 
Yours respectfully, FRANK MORSE. 
From Reverend Passmore's Sermon. ! 

An unfaithful ministry prolonged to cen- 
turies the dark night of the Middle Ages. 
I hav looked into human history, human 
effort, human nature; I hav watched the 
human race in its efforts to rise, wondering 
why the world had made so little advance- 
ment, why civilized nations were so un- 
civilized. I am astonished to find 
that the men, or class of men, whom God 
intended should be the foremost men in all 
reformations, hav been the men who hav, 
as a class, discouraged reformations and 
helped to persecute and burn the reform- 
ers. It was the ministry of the days of 
Wyoliffe, Huss, Jerome, and Sovonarola 
that not only discouraged those men in 
their search for light and truth, but kindled 
the fires of hate and death. * * We 
eome down to our nation, and in the great 
anti-slavery contest waged for the libera- 
tion of African slaves the ministers were 
on the side of the masters, against the 
slaves. ° * Our government heeds 
every beck and call of the rich, but the cry 
of the helpless and needy poor goes un- 
heeded, unanswered. In all the wrongs, 
wickedness, distress, oppression, and cor- 
ruptions to which we hay referred, where 
has stood the ministry and where do they 
stand to-day? They stand convicted of 
neglect of duty. 

The next reformation that must be agi- 
tated and materialized is to reform the 
ministry. There has never yet been a re- 
former burned or persecuted that the min- 
istry did not hav a hand in the work, 
There never has been an era of slavery 
and oppression that the ministry, asa class, 
were not with the oppressor. Tt was the 
preachers who crucified Christ, opposed 
Luther, and upheld the nobility against 
the peasantry before the French Revolu- 
tion, and proclaimed slavery in America. 


Jehovah-Elohim. 
New Yorks, April 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: I find in the ‘‘ Observa- 
tions” of one of your contributors that 
my argument is not convincing to all that 
**Elohim," in Genesis, means one God. 
Yet I think it is very plain to a Hebrew 
student. I hav not alluded to the gender 
of God. In translating the first few verses 
in Genesis, endeavoring to prove that 
“Elohim” meant one god, I thought it 
necessary to translate them verbatim. 
The second verse reads: 


V. Rush Elohim Merahepeth 
And the spirit God She moves, 


It was not God who moved; it was the 
spirit of God. *'* Rush” is the Hebrew for 
spirit, and feminin in its gender. My aim 
was to show that in the original Hebrew 
it is singular—she, not, they. This also is 
plain to a Hebraist, and it is plain to every- 
body that there was no woman in the case. 

Of course, here is a good chance to cor- 
ner me, for it shows a duality of God, 
since the spirit was a separate object. To 
this I will answer as to many other ques- 
tions: Since all Freethinkers agree that 
the God of the Bible was made by man, 
and considerably like man (only a little 
worse), then it is very natural that man 
should grant him a spirit, though still be- 
lieving in his oneness. This answer I will 
now use to the more important question: 
*5 Tf God was the only one on the job, to 
whom did he issue orders and make sug- 
gestions?” etc., etc. If he was made by 
man and like man, why should he not 
speak to himself? We very often hear 
people say, ‘‘I said to myself" so and so. 
Nor will my argument suffer any by say- 
ing that he may hav spoken to his angels, 
charioteers, holy beasts, seraphim, and 
cherubim, for nobody denies that the Bi- 
ble claims such beings, but they are not 
admitted as gods, or his compeers. 

It has been pointed out by many emi- 
nent Hebrew scholars that Elohim and 
Jehovah mean one and the same God un- 
der two names. Jehovah is a' composit 
word from three others, Hoyoh (he was), 


Hoveh (he is), Tihyeh (he will be). It 
signifies no more exalted position than 
Elohim. Bnai-Elohim has been explained 
as the sons of the mighty, and this is what 
I alluded to in my previous article, saying 
that Elohim means also power, strength. _ 

Regarding the changes whieh might hav 
taken place in the Hebrew language since 
the Bible was first written, I hav many 
reasons to believe that it changed but very 
little if at all. These reasons are too nu- 
merous and too lengthy to be given here. 
But even supposing that it has undergone 
some changes, what ofthat? I argue these 
questions from the Bible as I find it to-day, 
and as everybody reads, understands, and 
diseusses it. Another thing must betaken . 
into consideration: If we insist that there 
were changes, then errors must in conse- 
quence hav crept in; then that book is en- 
titled to more favor at our hands, and it 
should not be censured too harshly. 

There were and still are a good many 
students who hav acquired a perfect knowl- 
edge of the Hebrew by studying the He- 
brew Bible, for it is the only source of this 
language. It contains the whole vocabu- 
lary of the Hebrew. Such men we find in 
this country as well as in Europe--the 
Jewish rabbis, authors, poets, and fiction 
writers, and yet hav never exacted any 
medals. That beautiful and poetical lan- 
guage has a perfect grammar called ‘‘Tal- 
mud-Lshon-Evry," and to discriminate 
between a verb and a noun is the easy 
work of any student after a few lessons. 

I am not a defender of the Bible. Long 
ago I had a falling out with that book, and 
we hav not made up yet. Still I believe 
in giving the Bible writers their due. 
They hay positivly advocated one God all 
through the Bible, and it is strange to me 
that the very places where they teach the 
serving one God and-not the many— 
meaning the idols—should be miscon- : 
strued. I will quote here two verses of ` 
the Bible, ‘‘ Hear, O Israel, Jehova Elo- 
him is one God" (Deut. vi, 4). ‘‘ For 
what nation is there so great, who hath 
God so nigh unto them as the Lord our 
God is in all things that we call on him 
(Deut. iv, 7). Now, if that verse had 
been translated correctly it would read 
like the Hebrew, thus, ‘‘ For what nation 
is there so great, who hath gods that are 
so nigh unto him as the Lord our God is 
in all things that we call on him?” What 
Hebrew scholar can be so blind as not to 
see that the first Elohim in that verse 
means idols, and the last Elohim means 
the God of the Bible? 

Of course some Obristian minister might 
hav a fit over my accusation that they hav 
translated the Bible falsely, and there may 
be some Freethinkers who will ask, ‘* Who 
is that man who assumes such authority?” 
Nevertheless, it is so. Ask any Hebrew 
scholar to translate that verse without see 
ing the English Bible, and he will, he 
must, translate it as I do. 

Now, & few words about that so-much- 
talked-of God. Can I worship him? No! 
They hav made a God who is less good, 
less moral, and less intelligent than the 
average man. Can I love him? No! 
They hav a God who likes blood, who in 
cited & pack of brickmakers to plunder 
and rob nations on whom they had not the 
least claim, to kill the men, slaughter 
their innocent babes, and take the surviv- 
ing wives home; a God who favored the 
bad and condemned the good. He de- 
spised the innocent offering of Cain, fruits 
of the esrth, and respected that of Abel 
because there was blood! A God who 
made a patriarch of that tricky, defraud- 
ing, cheating, rascally Jacob, and ignured 
the manly, generous, and forgiving Esau! 
A God who punished the gentle and noble 
King Saul, and chose that adulterer, mur-~ 
derer, hypocritical fiddler, David, the son 
of Boaz and Ruth, of cornfield fame, de- 
scendant of Judah and Tamar, who struck 
a bargain on the road to Timnath. He is 
the David who begot Solomon the licen- 
tious, both masters of the art, and the God 
of the Bible set them aside for the pur- 
pose of making himself a son! This is the © 
Bible’s God who is father of Jeshu, ben 
Joseph Pandra, the carpenter, fool, and 
knave of Jerusalem, redeemer of the 
world. Selah. Morsa Nrsvonm. - 

P. S.—'* Moreh Nebuchim" is not a bib- 
lical name. Is is the name of a book writ- 
ten by a great Jewish philosopher, Mai- 
mon, who lived in the twelfth century, 
and was very liberal in his teachings. 
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@hildren’s orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion: for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lowers 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Shuffie-Shoon and Amber Locks. 


Shuffle-Shoon and Amber Locks 
Sit together buildiag blocks; 
Shuffle-Shoon is old and grav, 
Amber Locks a little child. 
But together at their play 
Age and youth are reconciled; 
And with sympathetic glee 
Build their castles fair to see. 


“When I grow to be a man" 
(So the wee one's prattle ran) 
“I shall build a castle so— 
With a gateway broad and grand; 
Here a pretty vine shall grow, 
Tbere asoldier guard shall stand; 
And the tower shall be so hieh 
Folks will wonder by and by!” 


Shuffle-Shoon quoth: “ Yes, I know; 
- Thus I builded long ago! 
Here a gate and there a wall, 
Here & window, there & door; 
Here a steeple wondrous tall 
Riseth ever more and more! 
And the years hav leveled low 
What bailded long ago!" 


So they gossip at their play, 
Heedless of tbe fleeting day; 
One speaks of the long ago, 
Where his dead hopes buried lie; 
Cne with chubby cheeks aglow 
Prattleth of the by and by; 
Side by side they build their blocks— 
Shuffle-Shoon and Amber Locks. 
—Enuaene Field. 
—————— f ÓP————— ——— 


Noble Thoughts, 


"Whene'er a noble thought you hav, 
Remember it, and then, 
If it will help them any way, 
Just tell your fellow men. 
BERTHA F. JOHNSON. 
— — 


Education and Jts Value. 


“ He who knows not and knows not that 
he knows not is a fool; avoid him. 

“He who knows not and knows that he 
knows not is a child; lead him. 

+ He who knows and knows not that he 
: knows, is asleep; wake him. 

**He who knows and knows that he 
knows is a wise man; follow him.” 

The above is an Arabian proverb that I 
hav heard or read. Iam not sure I hav 
quoted it correctly, but at any rate it is 
rigbt in substance and will serve me as a 
text. 

When one knows not and knows not 
that he knows not, he has about reached 
the acme of dissgreeableness, for he is sure 
io be conceited in proportion to his igno- 
rance, and to render himself a nuisance to 
all about him, while serene in the belief 
that his noisy mouthings are a source of 
delight to his hearers. 

When one knows not and knows that he 
knows not, it is best to help or lead him; 
-for instance, if you enter the school-room 
with your lesson unprepared, do not pre- 
tend you know when you do not know, for 
a pretense of knowledge will. simply repel 
others.and leave you probably as ignorant 
as before; while & confession of your ig- 
norance will make others willing to help 
you. 

If one has a genius for certain things— 
for example, drawing—and has had no op- 
.portunity to develop this talent so that he 
fully compreherds it, you might say he 
knows but knows not that he knows, and 
his talent must be awakened. 

But when a man knows and knows that 
he knows, he is a wise man and we ought 
to follow him. 

When Philip of Macedon conquered 
Greece he was able to do it because he had 
an education in warfare. He had care- 
fully studied the armies and the way the 
different people had fought before his 
time, and he improved the way and had 
different plans upon which he worked, and 
he won the battle. 

Some may think that by an education 
we may mean going through all the higher 
branches and perhaps a college. True this 
is an education in one sense of the word, 
but still one may Lav a college education, 
and yet not be able to become a teacher or 
anythi: g like that, because he has simply 
gone over his lessons in a hurry, and not 


Ven them enough thought, or, in other | 
2 " BIO T Swedenborg Printi-g and Publishing Society, ; 
Li 


words, he knew his lesson for the time 


-edge. 


being, but a week or so after knew nothing 
about it at all. © 

Solon, the man who made the wise laws 
of Greece, was an educated man. He 
knew he knew, and the people followed 
him. He had carefully studied the laws 
made by other rulers, but it seems that 
they all failed, and he tried to improve on 
them and make them better. He was 
educated in such a way that he knew what 
was best for the people. 

Some are happy only when they are 
out of doors, running, jumping, wrestling, 
or dancing; and some, I think, are happy 
onlv when they are esting; or, in other 
words, when they are enjoying some 
physical pleasure, while others care more 
for learning. Man must hav epjoyment; 
if not mental, then it must be physical, 
which is not always elevating. 

Educstion trains powers through knowl- 
Without education we could never 
accomplish anything of account. A book 
that may be clear to a man who has studied 
science is incomprehensible to him who 
knows nothing of science. The savage 
looks upon education with superstition and 
wonder, but is indifferent to its charms 
and is content to leave its higher pleasures 
to others, while he is satisfied with the 
physical enjoyment of his purely animal 
life. 

The book of science is opened to him 
through education, and after centuries of 
evolution he may catch the inspirations of 
the genii of literature and rise to a level 
with the great minds of earth ; he then be- 
comes 8 creature of ideas and aspirations 
instead of remaining a mere animal ; that 
is, he is civilized instead of savage. 

Knowledge as such, and its uses for 
manhood and the ultimate results of hap- 
piness, are often underestimated. Imagin 
a man born in & beautiful valley, shut in 
by the walls of a tower from the glories of 
nature; think'of him as having matured in 
body with no thought or language other 
than such as pertains to the needs of his 
physical existence. Then open up to him 
the beauties of nature ; would he not look 
upon it as a temple of infinit proportions 
adorned by the master hand of a genius ? 

Such is the contrast, only less in de- 
gree, between the ignorant boor and the 
scholar. The thoughtless person who 
argues against education little knows how 
much he and all are indebted to it. The 
demand for general intelligence is increas- 
ing. Earnest men are endeavoring to 
make a certain degree of culture universal. 

We may say that ideas move the world. 
Material progress does not make the spirit 
of the age, but the spirit of the age makes 
material progress. 

Itisrelated in history that in the Mes- 
sinian war the Spartans, obeying the Del- 
phic Oracle, sent to Athens for a leader, 
and the Athenians, in scorn and contempt, 
sent a lame schoolmaster; but, contrary to 
the Athenians’ expectations, the school- 
master’s songs and ideas so moved the Spar- 
tans that they finally gained the victory. 

Abraham Lincoln rose to be president 
of the United States. His ideas moved or 
inspired the nation aud he led the people 
to look up to him, Thomas Jeffereon in- 
spired bis countrymen by impressing upon 
them the fact that in order to make a peo- 
ple strong they must no longer be domi- 
neered over by English lords. 

Natural features of forest, sea, moun- 
tain or desert hav a great deal to do with 
one’s character and thoughts. In ancient 
times when men lived in caves and one had 
a wise thought, he carried it to his neigh- 
bor and the neighbor would very likely 
tell it to another. and that was the way edu- 
cation spread. A little later the thinker of 
the wise thought would write it down on a 
tablet, and this tablet would be handed 
down through generations, and now we 
hav the printing-press by which we can 
publish thousands of thoughts at once, and 
these thoughts circulate among thousands 
of people. 

Education may not be gotten wholly out 
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By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 
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of schools, but if we read good papers and 
books, and if we study nature, we may get 
& very good and noble education. 

Some laugh at poetry and think it all 
nonsense, while the thinkers pity the 
laughers and admire the poetry and its 
author, whose ideas inspire them. 

A greater portion of the daily papers 
that we read every day is given over to 
accounts of murders, robberies, and other 
crimes committed, while a small and 
trivial space is given toa lecture or any- 
thing like that which has been delivered 
for educational purposes. Is there not 
room for the scholar and his ideals ? 

This century is not wanting in literary 
power, although a great many writers hav 
expressed their opinion that itis. Take, 


far instance, Carlyle, who proclaims this 


an age of rowance. 

There is a glory of the present and a 
glory of the past. The glory of the past 
was in its literature, its art, and its ex- 
amples of greatness. Let us retain the 
ancient glory and add to it the marvelous 
scientific and practical spirit of the pres- 
ent, Then we shall hav a civilization 


surpassing all. Lavra Manson. 
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Correspondence. 


. Monre Vista, Cou , Feb. 24, 1895. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I send you an essay 
which I wrote for a contest held Deo. 21, 
1894, which I would like to hav you pub- 
lish if you think it is worthy. The contest 
was between the two sides of our society, 
of which all of the pupils of the high 
school are members. I did not win, but 
next time I will try to do better. 

Yours truly, Lavra Manson, 
Rooxvitxe, Ipano, March 16, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow: I am fourteen 
years of age, and would like to hav some 
of the children of the Corner write to me. 

We liv on a farm seven miles from Rock- 
ville. Rockville is a country post-office. 
We started to dig out some rattlesnakes 
the 8th and 9th of this month, and killed 
one-hundred and one, but did not strike 
the main den; but we put in a blast where 
we thought it was, which would hav killed 
them. We are not bothered by the Chris- 
tians any more since they hav found that 
they cannot ‘‘save” anv of us. 

We hav six calves and two colts. I will 
close, hoping to see this in print. I still 
remain a Freethinker. Yours respectfully, 

Cuas. C. CARLTON. 


[My! what a country for rattlesnakes! 
Can’t you tell us something about the ap- 
pearance, manners, rattles, method of 
warfare and defense of the rattlesnake? 
In a private note Charley says he is in- 
tending to send the Editor of the Corner 
some pretty specimens from Eastern Ore- 
gon for our cabinet. We shall be pleased 
to receive them.—E». C. C.] 


Starved to Death 
in midst of plenty. Unfortunste, yet we hear of 
it. The Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed 
Milk 1s undoabtedly the safest and best infant 
food. Infant Heaith is a valuab'e pamphlet for 
mothers. Send your address to the New York 
Condensed Milk Company, New York. 
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A Poem of Justice and of Liberty. 


By J. L. TREUTHART, B.L. 


Gathering the ethical or moral elements from 
Greek mythology and a applying the test of the 
Golden Kule to the world’s history, the author 


| has demonstrated that the liberty and life of the 
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nation d depend upon a recognition of the princi- 
ple 
= Brant, and Right only, Makes Might.” 


The poem is in ten Cantos (100 stanzas to each 
canto), as follows: 
I. diu Enlists the Muses to Battle for the 


IL—The Olympian Council. 
Tif.—The Goddes:es in Consultation. 
IV.—Phebus, Apollo, and Liberty. A Romance 
in High Life 
Y —Bket.h of World's His'ory to 19th Centur ME 
VL—History ot the United States. Twofold 
Nectionalism 
VII.—The Theory ard Nature of Coercion. The 
Fratricidal War. 
VIII. —Heconrtruotion: and Subsequent Politi-s. 


IX.—The "olmnibisn Pxposition. 
X=The Parliament of Religions and I.s Sub- 
lime Lessons. ) 
Cloth, 400 pp., $1; holiday edition, $1.50. 
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inent Men. 


How?s This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars reward for any 
case of Uatarrh that cannot be cured by Halls 
Catarrh Cure. F. J. CHENEY & 0O., Toledo, O. 

We the undersigned, have kuown P. J. Oheney 
E the last 15 diam and believe him perfectly 

honorable in all business transactions and finan- 
cially able to carry out any obligations made by 
their firm. 

West & Truax. Wholesale Druggists. Toledo, O 
WaLpine moe & Marvin, wholesale Drug- 
git ts, Toledo, O 

Hall's Oatarrh Cure is taken internally, acting 
directly upon the blood and mucous surfaces of 
the system. Testimonials sent free. Price 750. 


per bottle. Sold by all Druggists. 
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B. additional work. 
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= the operator at every turn, and thereby 
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E ways ready at critical or other times. 

E These aresome of the reasons why it is 
B different from all other writing machines. 
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EH FREE. 
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By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freeth onght Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logio and love of Justice. 
1t is eloquent as well as convincing. 
Price, cloth, 81. dress 
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Mortuary—John M. Hopkins. 

At Sylvania, Lucas county, Ohio, March 
17, 1895, of paralysis, after an illness of 
four days, John M. Hopkins died, aged 
Seventy-nine years and six months, He 
died as he had lived, a stavch Liberal. 

i ELIZA JACQUES, 

On Feb. 24, Mrs. Eliza Jacques, wife 
of John Jacques, of Akron, Ohio, died of 
heart disaase, after being confined to her 
bed for seven weeks and three days. Her 
age was fifty-seven years ten months and 
twenty-seven days. She was a firm and 
conscientious believer in the principles of 
Freethought. 
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Conxguin’s HANDY MANUAL or Uszrur In- 
FORMATION AND Worwp’s ATLAS. A Uni- 
versal Handbook for Ready Reference. 
Compiled by Prof. Geo. W. Conklin, 
of Hamilton University. Chicago: Laird 
& Lee. Flexible silk cloth, 25 cents; 


EDITORIAL | 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


gue in ENEMAS SPRINT HN 
1492| Columbustolngersoll |1892 § 


400 Years | 


Freethought 


‘‘ The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. -* Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public,” 


eeosesee 


The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no creditas a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
‘* Musings” of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense. His FREE- 
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THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. . His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ^ 
WATCH combines ali the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


library style, 50 cents. Numerous maps, 

495 pp., indexed. 

One can never hav too many reference 
works of all kinds, for each of those pub- 
lished contains something important not 
to be fonnd in any of the others, even 
if the others are far more pretentious. 
This fat little 16mo. work is no exception 
to the rule of usefulness. 
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141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 


Four Hundred Years. 
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HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
\ ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 


veni" Sporn. 
AVE you feasted your The Freethought E were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
eyes upon the beauty ye have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
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and grace of the 1895 

Columbias? Have you 

tested and compared 

them with all others? 

Only by such testing can 

CO. you know how fully the 

Hartford, Conn. Columbia justifies its 

proud title of the Stand- 

ard for the World. And 
the price is but 
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A UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 
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t will It will book. . It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
ii magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. M 
Make You Corner Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50, À 
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The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
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Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
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Subjects— 

Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible II. God and the Devil 
Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy aad Expectancy? V. J gens 
hrist Spirit Out- 


tradictory? IV. E 2 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate tesurrect*on? 


What Does the Bibie Teach Regarding the Second Oo ning of Christ? VIII The C 


side the Bible. IX y 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith, Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a God? XIV. Reward and 


Punishment, 
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all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 


‘realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 


in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more réading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and: forty-one! Oonsidering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 


per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the : 


nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Frer- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


What Is the sible? X. How Man Advances. XI. Wh 


XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 
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Gems of Phowght. 


Dipromacy as the politicians understand 
it is little more than high-priced trickery. 
—Galveston News. 


THE small stones which fill up the erev- 
ices hav almost as much to do with making 
the fair and firm wall as the great rocks; 
so the right and wise use of spare mo- 
ments contributes not a little to the build- 
ing up, in good proportion with strength, 
a man's mind.— The Myrtle. 


Tur Gospels, the Acts, the Epistles, and 
the Apocalypse assert the existence of the 
devil, of his demons, and of hell, as plainly 
as they do that of God and his angels and 
heaven. It is plain that the Messianic and 

he Satanie conceptions of the writers of 
hese books are the obverse and the re- 
verse of the same intellectual coinage, — 
Professor Huxley. 


A coon man will feel more sensitivly 
anxious that strict justice should be done 
by the particular community of which 
chance has made him a component mem- 
ber than by any others; but then, people 
who feel acutely this joint responsibility of 
all the citizens to uphold the moral right 
are not praised as patriots but reviled as 
unpatriotic.—Grant Allen. 


No philosopher’s stone of a constitution 
can produce golden conduct from leaden 
nstincts. No apparatus of senators, 
udges, and police, can compensate for 
the want of an internal governing senti- 
ment. No legislativ manipulation can eke 
out an insnfficient morality into a suffi sient 
one. No administrativ sleight of hand 
can save us from ourselvs. — Herbert 
Spencer. 


Tar constitution of the individual wisely 
resents the. interferences of alien hands. 
The individual must be left to himself. 
Unencroached upon, free to liv out his 
career according to the instincts which 
possess him, he will offer the social body 
its richest contributions of health and joy. 
Legislation is mainly contradiction —it flies 
in the face of nature—it is the survival of 
the instinct of distrust—it would make of 
character a useless mendicant.— Horace 
L, Traubel. 


Taer is alwaysroom for a new thought, 
a new word, or a new movement that marks 
the onward march of man. They repre- 
sent '*the long-felt want" which must be 
met, and the old thought, old words, and 
old movements might as well close up and 
giv way and make room for them. To do 
anything else will be ** kicking against the 
pricks.” The most inevitable things in the 
world are not stationary, and all stationary 
things are not permanent. There is a dif- 
ference between stolidity and solidity .— 
The New Unity. 


SAFE incarceration, and a rational prison 
diciplin, will protect society as fully as it 
is possible under present social conditions. 
The history of crime and penology, we 
think, fully justifies our contention. We 
oppose legal killing in the interest of so- 
ciety. It harms all, it benefits no one. If 
the mother would not kili her child be- 
eause he developed and emphasized her 


weaknesses, neither should a race, or as: 


we generally say, society, slay its offspring 

beeause it developed the weaknesses well 

known to be characteristic of a generation. 

Reformation in both cases is demanded by 

ines and ali that is homan.—Progressiv 
ge. 


Tur king said to the people: **God 
made you peasants, and he made me king; 
he made you to labor, and me to enjoy; he 
made rags and hovels for you, robes and 
palaces for me. He made you toobey, and 
me tocommand. Such is the justice of 
God.” And the priest said: '*God made 
you ignorant and vile; he made me holy 
and wise; you are the sheep, I am the 
shepherd; your fleeces belong tome. If 
you do not obey me here, God will punish 
you now and torment you forever in 
another world. Such is the mercy of God. 
You must not reason. Reason is a rebel. 
You must not contradict—contradiction is 
born of egotism; you must believe. He 
that hath ears to hear let him hear.” 
Heaven was a question of ears,—Znger- 
soll. 


Waar can compare to life? What glori- 
ous wonder in the universe is equal to the 
act of sense and consciousness? What 
gift of destiny can hold a place by that 
supreme and splendid flower of Nature’s 
evolution? Of the purely intellectual, 
immaterial existence, promised us by the 
churches, in invisible hereafters, experi- 
ence has taught us nothing. But the life 
we hav the happiness to know swells in its 
April bud, blooms like a flower in its May, 
and like a flower dies in its December; 
and when its leaves are once fallen, other 
flowers may bloom, but not that flower— 
our flower, the life-flower of each of us, 
not to the end of all the cycles, secula 
seculorum, never! There is no May but 
May!—Cyprian de Biddle Cope, in “At 
Century's Ebb.” 
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NEW YORE: 


ASK Nd 


, PRICE, 25 CENTS. ` 


PIANOS?! PIANOS! 
995; - B250; - B27. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” MS 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Gxonoz Srzoz, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” | 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sioxog Fasas, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

**I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 


|merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 


makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Teura Serger readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other Pota 


| SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 1O cents. 


and sing them in your homes, making them hap`| ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hand- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A copy,—Green cloth, | some catalogue free. Safe Wato. 


Oo.. 9 Murray 
52019 


gilt title. 40 cents; half bou‘ad. 25 cents. street, New York. 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL- 
* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of . 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


^ Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; forif & man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race. than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel IxarssSoLL's great 
lecture, printed in s handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IxaezmsoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


APRIL 20, 1895] 


Jot for Parsons. 


Misstonany: '*Wonu't you take a tract, 
my friend?" Whoop La (the Pawnee): 
‘ Not much! Last tract said: ‘And Lo, 
he was cast out.' " 


* Hav you thanked Uncle Charles for 
your dog yet, Freddie?"  **Yeg; but I 
oughter had it anyway; I've been praying 
for a dog the last two months.” 


OrzRk& (to curate): “I’m terribly sorry; 
zur, that you be a-gwaine to lave us. 
We've changed ever zo many times since 
Eier Green died, and always for the 
wuss 


Tur Post-Dispatch publishes three col- 
umns of opinions of St. Louisans on Sam 
Jones. One man says: ''He is a genuin 
hot tamale." In other words, Mr. Jones 
is not classed among those who are not 
worth shucks.— Galveston News. 


A QUEER church ornament is a ‘fiddle 
and bow weathercock which swings to the 
wind on Great Gomersby church, near 
Grantham, England. The church was 
the gift of a fiddler, who emigrated and 
grew rich and who insisted on this queer 
condition. Could a titled pastor of that 
church be called a **fiddle D. D.?"— New 
York Recorder. 


A Congo nativ, who has been taught to 
read and write, has just sent a letter, his 
first, to the archbishop of Canterbury. It 
reads as follows: ‘‘ Great and good chief 
of the tribe of Christ, greeting: The hum- 
blest of your servants kisses the hem of 
your garments and begs you to send to his 
fellow servants more gospel and less rum. 
In the bonds of Christ. Ucania.” 


.AÀT a recent Sunday-school service in 
Bath, Me, the minister was illustrating 
the necessity of Christian profession in 
order to fully enjoy the blessings of Prov- 
idence, and to make himself clear to his 
youthful hearers, said: ‘‘For instance, I 
want to introduce water into my house. 
The pipes and faucets are all in good or- 
der, but I get no water, and why not?” 
He expected the children to see that it was 
because he had no connection with the 
main in the street, but they all looked 
perplexed. Finally a five-year-old boy 
equealed out: **I know; it's because you 
don't pay up." 

ANENT the art of counting, brought to 
so high a degree of excellence by some of 
our modern revivalists, a friend of ours 
tells a good story. A God-fearing Presby- 
terian minister in a Southern town, at- 
tending a meeting which was in charge of 
8 famous evangelist, was invited to pray 
for ''the forty-five who.had just risen, 
asking prayer, and for the twenty-seven 
who arose last night for the same purpose." 
The venerable preacher, with scrupulous 
care, prayed: ‘‘O Lord, bless the forty- 
five persons who stood up to-night for 
prayer; and bless, also,.the twenty-seven 
who stood up last night, although it may 
be possible, O Lord, that some of those 
who stood up last night stood up also 
to-night.” 

BALLAD OF TAE BOLTED BONES. 
Miss Sarah Adeliza Jones, 
A ritualistio maid devout, 


Possessed a box of holy bones 
She couldn’t get along without. 


Full many a finger that, for alms, 
Cash down, had erst absolved and 
blessed, 
Full many a toe whose saintly charms 
Devotion’s pious lips had pressed. 


Ascetic was the maiden's bent, 
Aud in her self-devotion vast, 
Vicariously keeping Lent, 
She set her poodle-dog to fast. 


And bade him liv on cold, raw hope 
The inner dog to mortify; 

Ah! maid devout, 'twas rash to ope 
The relic-chest when he was by! 


In vain the blow—the warning tones— 
For ere she bolted down the lid 
The dog had bolted down the bones  . 
And bolted down the street and bid., 
— Life. 


Fanmnr OaTCAKE, who, with his good 
wife, Mandy, is on & brief visit to a 
daughter-in-law in Buffalo, looked over 
thenewspapers on Saturday in an endeavor 
io find a church service on the following 
day which he might attend with hope o 
securing spiritual satisfaction. He soon 
gleaned that the following Soriptural sub- 


A CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY. 


Iam out of debt, and thanks to the Dish Washer 
business for it. In the past five weeks I have 
made over #500, and I am so thankful that I feel 
like telling every body. so that they can be bene- 
fited by my experience. Anybody can rell Dish 
Washers because everybody wants one, especially 
when it can be get so cheap. I believe that in 
two years from now every family will have one. 
You can get full particulars, by addressing the 
Tron City Dish asher Oo , E. E. Pittsburg Pa., 
and you can’t help but make money in this busi- 
ness. I believe tnat I can clear over $3,000 the 
coming year, and I am not going to let such an 
opportunity pass without improyement. We 
can’t expect to succeed without trying MRS. B. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


jects would be discussed from various city 
pulpits: '**Is the Trilby Oraze Dying 
Oat?” ‘Fitzsimmons vs. Corbett.” **How 
the Pastor Spends His Vacation.” “Should 
Our Daughters Marry Foreign Noble- 
men?"  ‘*High Sleeves and Theater 
Hats.” ‘The Gold Briek Saloon.” ‘Canal 
Street on Saturday Night” ‘‘ Words- 
worth and the Lake School of Poetry.” 

‘The LIIId Congress.” “ Rights of 
Motormen.” Farmer Oatcake gave it up 
after awhile and laid down the paper, say- 
ing, with a sigh: ‘‘ Laws sakes, Mandy! 
I do believe that the gospel and the scheme 
of salvation hav gone clear out of fashion.” 
—Buffalo Express. 


Desirable Real Estate 2 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


A small farm of 10 acres 86 perche:, located 
within one and a half m les of Media county seat 
and within four miies of Chester. ta., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the p'aco, some ^hoicé 
apple and pear trees in fruiting cond tion. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley Jiae b3tween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minates’ 
walk. R 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Fight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places havesold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THs TRUTH SzEKER. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 


ious ideas. touching all forms o: religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Ohristian religion. 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper, 50 centsin cloth 

. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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. [365 DAYS 


SEF THAT CURVE! 


Ahead 0f 
them all. 


Keating 


19 to 23 Ibs. 


CATALOG FREE if you mention this paper. 
KEATING WHEEL CO., 
Holyoke, Mass. 
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Science. Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, 10 Cents, For sale at this Office. 


THE GIANT DELUSION 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. — 
A Papar read at the International Freethought 


t| Congress si Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


FREETHINKERS’ - 


—THE— 


PICTORIAL TEXT-B00K, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHUEOH AND 


185 ^" 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS2N HESTON, 
WILE PORTRAIT BF oM 
x THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classifled as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


e Church Bobbing the People. 
3 The Church Robbing the Peopl 
8 e hanksgiving. 

6 2 Sabbath Laws. 

14 a Ohildren and the Church. 


oman and the Church. 

s The Church and Thomas Paine. 
be Studies in Natural History. 

i The Bible and Science. 

s The Olergy and Their Flocks. 
oe Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 

“ The Lord and His Works. 

* Prayer. 

The Oreeds. 

" Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


o 


Lii Ie CORD 
z 3 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
sionaries. : 
TThe Lord's Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
The Church and Slavery. 
riests and Politics. 
eland and the Church. 
Church’s 1dea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


ell. 
Miscellaneous. 
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A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 


fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it € 
i h Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 


ished. We must give the Trut 


At twice the price it world have been a cheap. book. Artist 


lever again be pub- 
Heston as & portrait painter and de- 


signer is a wonderful success. and wa judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire & copy of this most wonderful volumes -tfresthinkere” Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicatod his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause ofright and truth. But the pict- 
ares do not make up the whole of .his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that secve first as expianations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church’s professions and the h 
hands of Freethinkers.—(Boston Investigator. 


crisy of t 


book is one of tue best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put ¿n the 


ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. uM 


À NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees, 
and Early liistory of Chris ianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere to Fully and Faith 
fully Set Fortn. 


By REV. ROBERT ?AYLOR, D.D. 


PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
or Tafavatte place. Naw York. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


— is not in magic potions, ''specifics?? 
<<" "7 or electric clap-trap, but only in 
—_ | WiSDOM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTI. 
EN | | Wise men study nature, shun disease 
iM learn to maintain vigor and regain it 

pi by reading the most complete book of 


2222272 


experience, ; 
sali Stan: 
iSE imitated by many, equalled by none. 


APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
nly $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


0090000500 
SA CRAND DISCOVERY ! $ 


ANTED.—A live man or woman in every @ 

county where we have not nlready secured & 
representative to sell our “Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forka and Spoons to caue 
sumers; &&olid metal whitens silver; no piate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth thatof silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from 950 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales everywhere, so great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 
liou Do " worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Addres Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 


! CONSULTATION FREE. 
FAIR & SQUARE. Ne been my standing 
offer during forty years past, 
a pledge made in over half.a 
million copies of my¢‘ Medi- 
cal Common Sense and Plaia 
Home Talk "—I stand by it. 
Anyone afflicted, with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect ur deformity, 
x or troubled about some pri- 
3— vate affair in which the help 

of a physician of broad and long experience is 
desired, is welcome to state the case to me, in 
erson or by letter, (sending return ostage) and 
Twiladvise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
send, if wanted, my ‘‘ Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health," “Dr, E, By Foote, 122 Lexi AVe, NEW York. 


EN 


^ 


n 
Debility 


cess, Address, DR. R. P. FELLOWS,” | 
Bay where you saw this adver, s- ` Vineland, N. J. 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF or twenty years, and his remedies are 
ancutgowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence vo those afilicted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and 


A WONDERFUL BAPTISM. 
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; lo, the heavens were opened unto him 


and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him, — Mat, iii, 16. 


JY ews of the (Dco. 


THREE-FoURTHS of the cities of Nebraska 
voted for license, as did Minnesota. 


Tux governor of Delaware, Joshua Hop- 
kins Marvil, died in Wilmington April 8. 


TRE Bible societies are very activ at 
this time in distributing Bibles in China 
and Japan. 


Tue Swedish tariff on breadstuffs has 
been inereased, now being higher than that 
of seven years ago. 


Many farmers near Chilio, Okla, were 
made homeless by prairie fires set by an 
incendiary on horseback. 


. Ex. Gov. Davis H. Warrg, of Colorado, 
has established in Denver a weekly paper 
to be called The Nation's Crisis. 


THE prices of beef and petroleum hav 
recently advanced very rapidly, under the 
manipulation of trusts, it is charged. 


THE Florida senate passed a resolution, 
with but a few dissenting votes, favoring 
the cause of the Cuban revolutionists. 


New Yoznx and Boston hav reference 
libraries consisting entirely of city and 
pde directories from all parts of the 
world. 


A JAPANESE man-of-war seized a British 
ship loaded with 220,000 cartridges shipped 
by a respectable German firm as ‘‘ bamboo 
and steel," . 


GOVERNOR OLARKE, of Arkansas, was 
fined $50 for carrying a pistol, which he 
attempted to draw against a member of 
the legislature, 


A Kansas Populist paper says that at 
the spring elections, in every town where 
the Populists fused with Prohibitionists, 
they were defeated. 


Tar Iowa Supreme Court sustains the 
recently enacted mulct law of that state, 
five of the six judges uniting in holding it 
to be constitutional, 


A Missovri court holds that the school 
board of St. Louis has authority to exclude 
from the public schools children who hav 
not been vaccinated. 


GovERNOR Morton, of New York, has 
signed the bill which permits the consoli- 
dation of the Astor and Lenox libraries 
and the Tilden trust fund. 


Pror. WALTER Sims, at one time one of 
the most prominent leaders in the A. P. A., 
is now lecturing against it, claiming that 
it is a treasonable conspiracy. 


TERE hav recently been alarge number 
of disastrous fires in flat and apartment 
houses on the upper West Side in this city. 
They were of incendiary origin. 


Tue Baptist ministers of San Francisco 
hav resolved to discontinue Sunday funer- 
als. One minister, however, bad the inde- 
pendence to ask: ‘‘ The Lord lets people 
be born on Sunday, he lets them die on 
Sunday, avd why shouldn't we let them be 
buried on Sunday?” 


An explosion of fire-damp in the Blue 
Canyon coal mine on Lake Whatcom, 
Wash., caused the death of twenty-three 
men. But two in the mine escaped. 


©. N. Oaspar, Milwaukee, has bought 
the entire edition of ‘‘Strophes of Omar 
Khayyam,” translated oy John Leslie 
Garner. Mr. Caspar will hereafter supply 
the trade with this book. 


Ir has been discovered at Chicago that 
quite a large number of counterfeit two-cent 
postage stamps hav been sold in that city 
recently, and presumably also in other 
parts of the United States. l 


Gen. James L. Kewrer, a brilliant Con- 
federate leader and subsequently governor 
of Virginia, died at his home near Gor- 
dansville, Va., on April 8. He was born 
in Madison county, Va., in 1824, 


Tue Spanish government has imprisoned 
many of her officials in Havana, under 
suspicion that they sympathize with the 
insurgents, and hav been secretly supply- 
ing them with arms and ammunition. 


AMERICAN-MADE shoes are finding an in- 
cressing market in England, three tons 
having been delivered in one day to 
Leicester dealers at prices cheaper than 
they could be bought from the manufac- 
turers there. ` 


W. Jennines DemoresT, publisher of 
Demorest’s Monthly and  Demorest's 
Family Magazine, and who was also one 
of the leading Prohibitionists of the coun- 
try, died in New York on April 9. He 
was born in this city on June 10, 1822. 


Reports from the East say that the 
terms of peace between China and Japan 
are definitly fixed, but Ohina has sp- 
pealed to the powers, saying that the 
terms exacted by Japan are too onerous 
for her to bear. In the meantime, Japan 
continues to activly push her war preps- 
rations. 


James W. Scorr, editor aud publisher 
of the Chicago Times-Herald, died of a 
stroke of apoplexy in the Holland House, 
New York, on.April 14. Mr. Scott was 
born in Wisconsin. He was president of 
the American Publishers’ Association, and 
was one of the most enterprising and best- 
known of Chicagoans. 


WinniAM Couer Gurey, Liberal, was 
elected speaker of the House of Commons 
by the slim majority of eleven, Usually 
there is no party contest over the speaker- 
Ship Mr. Gully's grandfather was a 
light-weight champion pugilist, and was 
elected to Parliament after he retired from 
the ring. The speaker's father was a noted 
physician, 


Tux receipts of the government for the 
three-quarters of the fiscal year to April 1 
were $236,346,767, which is some $13,- 
200,000 in excess of those for the corre- 
sponding period last year. The expendi- 
tures for the first nine months this year 
were $272,888, 920, a decrease of $5,700,000 
from the same time last year, making the 
deficit this yesr $36,542,000 as against 
$55,000,000 in the same period the preced- 
ing year. The income tax, due and pay- 
able on July 1, will probably yield 25,- 


000,000. The cash balance in the treasury 
is now $187,917,000. 


Tur Gilmore band was to play in Helena, 
Ark., on Sunday, April 7th, and the 
Protestant ministers of the town insti- 
gated the authorities to stop the perform- 
ance as soon as the box office was opened. 
Then the.management gave two free per- 
formances, which couid not be stopped 
under the law, and. the audiences took up 
collections, the entire amounts of which 
were given to the poor of the city. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


m 


SYNOPSIS: 
I. Tbe Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers, 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. : 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise. for 
His Processes Are E egiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteiul, 
They Often Berve No Use, . 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomv and Design. 
Vil. The Argument of a First Cause. A 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Nw NNN 


Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
. 98 Lafayette Place. N Y. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 206 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 


editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casos. Price, 5 cents. 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavette Plane. New York 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


OR 
Liberal and Ethieal Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OoxPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFICE, 


Address 


A ate TE pl 
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interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxleyin scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
his conclusion regar ang the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often referg: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. | .. _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a. purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Ali nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation 1n a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken -plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
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Religion in Pennsylvania Schools. 

The decision of Judge Gunster in the Waverly 

: borough injunction case (reported at length in these 
columns last week) had no immediate and apprecia- 
ble effect upon Principal Hanyon and his constitu- 
tion- and justice-defying backers. At a meeting of 
the school board on April 4, Director George E. 
Stevenson, who applied for the injunction against 
Principal Hanyon, read the decision of Judge Gun- 
ster to the board and then moved that Mr. Hanyon 
be instructed to discontinue religious exercises in 
the school, and that visitors who may hereafter ad- 
dress the school be not permitted to talk to the 
children on religious subjects and existing political 
parties. But a substitute motion was got in ahead 
of this, the chief features of which were approval of 
the principal’s action and a formal instruction to 
him to open the school with the reading of the 
Bible and the other exercises of which complaint 
had been made. The motion prevailed by the vote 
of four to two, Mr. Stevenson and Rev. D. N. Vail 
voting in the negativ. Up to this time Principal 
Hanyon had disregarded the decision of Judge 
Gunster on his own responsibility, but thereafter 
he had a majority of the board officially backing him. 
In a communication in the Scranton Zruth of 
April 9, two of the ministers of Waverly protest 
that Principal Hanyon has been misrepresented, 
that he has not taught sectarianism in the school; 
and they add that the whole issue hinges on the 
question whether the Bible is a sectarian book. 
They are right in this last statement. The Bibles 
a sectarian book, and as such has no place in the 
publie schools of any state. These ministers say 
that the board has long had a standing rule on its 
records that the children of Catholic parents need 
not report until 9:15 a.m. The intention, they say, 
was to excuse these children “during devotional 
exercises.” But why, if thesa “devotional” exer- 
cises are not sectarian, should these children of the 
Catholic sect be excused from attending them? And 
why should Catholics be robbed of fifteen minutes 
of their educational time to please the Protestants ? 
In a later number of Zruth Mr. Stevenson asks 
the reverend gentlemen several very hard questions 
of this nature, and remarks that, while he does not 
desire to interfere with anyone's religious opinions, 
and does not wish to enforce his views upon the 


ehildren of others in the publie schools, he denies 

that the majority, «simply because they are a ma- 
jority,” hav the right to obtrude their beliefs upon 
his ehildren in the schools for which he helps pay. 
That has the right ring, and we hope he will not 
falter in his attempt to secure justice for all citizens 
in Pennsylvania. 


Showing Their Hands. 

Atarecent meeting in the Paulist Fathers church 
in New York, Father Elliott said that “when the 
advocates of the Continental Sunday, so-called, 
wished to cast a stigma on the American Sabbath, 
they spoke of the Sunday law.” Then he added: 

. ** Well, itis a Sunday law, and there is no law in the 
world touching morals and religion if it be not the Sun- 
day law. The law given on Sinai is a law, and, please 
God, there will be à Sunday law as long as our govern- 
ment lasts. The continental Sunday is not the Sabbath 


of its Christian population. Itis the Sunday of heathen 
Berlin, of rotten Vienna, and of godless Paris.” 


What becomes of the assertion of the more timid 
or less truthful Sabbatarians that Sunday legislation 
is not religious legislation? Father Elliott in effect 
says that there is no such thing as laws touching 
religion if the Sunday statute is not such a law. 
And heisright. His remarks are also symptomatic 
of the growing disposition of the Catholics to help 
out the Puritans in their Sunday law crusade. If 
it is once generally admitted that religious laws of 
that kind can be enacted, the pace is set for other 
religious legislation. Were not the Covenanters 
bigotry-blind, they would see that they are playing 
directly into the hands of Rome. Perhaps they do 
see it, and that is why they are pursuing the course 
which they hav so long followed. 

On the evening of April 7, union Sabbath meet- 
ings were held in seven of the Protestant churches 
of Milwaukee. Some startling assertions were made 
by the Speakers, and the real grievance of the church 
was more than once incautiously admitted. At the 
meeting in the Fifth Baptist church, E. J. Felmann 
read a paper in which he made the assertion that 
the non-observance of Sunday ruined one hundred 
thousand lives annually in this country. Why did 
he not say a milion? Such a statement would hav 
been as true as the one he made. Rev. J. Churm 
thought— or, to be more accurate, he said that he 
thought—that Sabbath desecration was as detri- 
mental to the city as small-pox. Perhaps he did 
think so, for undoubtedly an epidemic of small-pox 
would bring much grist to the mills of the churches, 
while “Sabbath desecration,” as Mr. Churm frankly 
but indiscreetly said, sends the custom in other di- 
rections. That we in no degree misrepresent the 
reverend gentleman may be shown easily by quoting 
his own words. Among the other open Sunday 
places which he denounced were the candy and toy 
stores, where, he wailed, “a child often spends a 
penny or nickel when it ought to giv it to the Sun- 
day-school”! Do the children who thus misspend 
their money help make up that army of one hun- 
dred thousand which, as asserted by Mr. Felmann, 
is annually dropped into the pit of destruction 
through the trap-door of Sabbath desecration! To 
some, such talk as that of Mr. Churm may seem too 
trifling for serious notice, but we submit that it is 
worth recording because it indicates just what is 
troubling the ministers. They hava horror of free 
competition. In order that the wasted missionary 
fund may be replenished, they would even deny to 
children the opportunity to get the confections and 
toys dear to every childish heart. 

At the Grand Avenue M. E. church, Rev. E. W. 
White, pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle and presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Sabbath Association, was the 
principal speaker. He started in with the assertion 


that it was not their desire to secure a Puritan Sun- 
day nor to revive the blue laws. This is distinctly 
not true, for the Sabbath for which Mr. White and 
his associates are working is the blue law Sabbath 
of the Puritans. He wants to stop all work and 
close all places of amusement—sxcept the churches 
—on Sunday, and this can be done only by blue 
laws, and the result must be the Paritan Sabbath. 
He admitted this the next moment when he de- 
clared that he and his association wanted to pre- 
serve the “ American Sabbath.” We all know what 
that means. As to his further assertion that as 
laws forbidding the desecration of the Sabbath are 
on the statute books they should be enforced, for 
to hold to the contrary “involved a defiance of all 
law,” it is sufficient to say that this “argument” 
is sheer pettifogging. Who but such men and 
women as the members of his association got those 
laws put on the statute books? They are repugnant 
to the common sense and love of justice of the 
masses of the people of Milwaukee, and if the preach- 
ers do not want to see them persistently violated 
why do they not agitate for their repeal instead of 
clamoring for their enforcement and the enactment 
of others still more sweeping and stringent? It is 
the easiest thing in the world for the tyrant to es- 
tablish bad laws and then, when he is reproached 
for the misery he causes in his efforts to enforce 
them, take refuge in the deceptiv plea that he is no} 
trying to compel the people to think as he does, bu 
to render due reverence to law, as law. It is safs 
to say that there has never been a despot, single- 
headed or hydra-headed, who was not familiar with 
the trick. In the present instance, as always, it is 
a contemptible evasion of the real issue. Mr. White 
alsosaid that were it not for the churches the labor- 
ing men would be compelled to work seven days 
for six days’ pay. On the contrary, so little has the 
church done for the cause of the worker, that if it 
should bend all its energies from this time on to 
secure the enactment of a law compelling all labor- 
ing men to work seven days for six days’ pay it would 
ingloriously fail. The cleric does not appear to 
know that a very large proportion of the wage work 
done on Sunday is piece work for which the laborer 
receives at least as high wages as he does for the 
work done on any other day of the week, and often 
higher. He has also forgotten that the workers 
hav secured the shorter day and the recognition of 
many other of their rights without the aid of the 
church, just as the black laborer of the South was 
made free in spite of the indifference or activ oppo- 
sition of the great majority of the churches and 
preachers. 

As to the cry of “ personal liberty" which would 
be raised against the Milwaukee crusade, Mr. White 
said that it would “come from men who never knew 
what liberty was until they touched the shores of 
America.” Oh! He likewise threw in the faces of 
the friends of the rational Sunday the alleged finan- 
cial failure which attended the opening of the 
World's Fairon Sunday. Just in the ratio that the 
Fair was open on the first day of the week was that. 
Opening a financial success. Had it been as fully 
Open every Sunday as it was the two last “Sab- 
baths,” Sunday opening would hav been a brilliant 
financial triumph. But the Directory was half 
afraid of the priests, and in that cowardice is to be 
found the explanation of the small attendance most 
of the time. People were not going to pay full 
price for a fifth part of a show. In conclusion this 
decadent follower of Roger Williams said that he 
expected to meet great opposition in the work to 
which he had addressed himself, for he had already 
received a communication from Chicago warning 
him that if it was attempted to enforce unconstitr- 
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tional laws the city would be flooded with literature 
by the American Secular Union. Then he assured 
his hearers that Robert G. Ingersoll was connected 
with that organization, evidently thinking that they 
are children to be frightened with the cry of * there's 
the black man!" We are glad to see that the Lib- 
erals of Chicago are wide awake to the necessities 
of the hour. 

When Western Unitarian ministers go into Pres- 
byterian churches to advocate Sunday laws, as Rev. 
H. T. Seorist did in Milwaukee, the dangers of 
* church union" must be apparent to the most care- 
less Freethinker. With the Catholic, orthodox, and 
* Liberal Christian" united in one invading army, 
the outlook is sufficiently dark to cause the thought- 
ful citizen most grave concern. 

Rev. E. D. Huntley, Methodist, said that Germany 
got its loose ideas of Sunday from Luther, which 
is indeed an admission; but when he added that 
Scotland’s rigid Sabbatarianism had its source in 
John Knox, he was wide of the truth. Chambers’s 


Encyclopedia says: “It is a mistake to suppose: 


that either Sabbatarianism or asceticism was recom- 
mended by Knox.” Andrews, in his “ History of 
the Sabbath,” remarks: “Though the foundation 
of the Presbyterian church of Scotland was laid by 
Knox, * and though that church is now very 
strict in the observance of Sunday a3 the Sabbath, 
yet Knox himself was of Calvin’s mind as to the 
observance of that day.” (Calvin called Sabbath ob- 
servance a “shadowy ceremony.”) To this testi- 
mony is to be added that of Dr. Hessey in the 
Bampton Lectures: * Whatever the language held 
at present in Scotland may be [in regard to the 
Sabbath] it is certainly not owing to the great man 
whom the Scotch regard as the apostle of the Ref- 
ormation in their country.” 

The pretense of “rest” was made much of by 
all the speakers in these meetings, but how hollow 
the cry was is proved by the attacks they made on 
Sunday recreations of all kinds. No intelligent 
working man will be caught by the gull’s seed of 
“rest” which they so prodigally sow. Rev. Mr. 
White said that all who attended theaters and other 
places of amusement were law-breakers, and the 
presumption is that he would punish them as such. 
But the climax of potential immorality and malevo- 
lent suggestion was reached when Rev. Mr. Huntley 
said : 

“ Ingersoll laughed at Gaod’s killing a man for picking 
up sticks on the Sabbath. Well, that man might hav 
been picking up sticks, but it was all the same with God 
if he had been picking up houses or continents or worlds. 
When they took the man they asked God what they 
should do with him, and he said: Stone him to death. 
The command to observe tho Sabbath was as obligatory 
as any other of God's commands. It wasa day set aside 
for 8 special holiness, a day of peculiar sacredness, and 
God had adjusted man's conscience to the day.” 

The New Haven colony made Sabbath-bre.king 
punishable with death, and it is fair to assume that 
Rev. Mr. Huntley would do the same if he had the 
power; and, mind you, he would do this not because 
of the necessity for “rest,” but because Sunday is 
a day “st aside for a special holiness,” because it 
is a day “of peculiar sacredness,” and God has 
* adjusted [ Mr. Huntley's] conscience to the day." 
Zhat play completely exposed the hand of the Sab- 
batarian gambler in human rights. 

And there is still more showing of hands in both 
the East and the West. The legislature of poor old 
Massachusetts has just passed a drastic Sunday law 
forbidding all entertainments (except “ sacred con- 
certs”) to which an admission fee is charged. No- 
body but a minister has the right to earn money by 
Sunday work. Any person attending a prohibited 
entertainment is liable to a fine of five dollars. Here 
is one section of the law: 

‘* Whoever, on the Lord's day, keeps open his shop, 
‘warehouse or workshop, or does any manual labor, 
business, or work, except works of necessity and charity, 
‘or takes part in any sport, game, or play, except a sacred 
concert, shall be punished by a fine of $50 for each of- 
fense, and the owner of any hall in which said law is vio- 
lated is liable to a fine of $500.’ ” 

Would it not be seemly to quit our jingo talk 
about “manifest destiny" and “ the freest and great- 
est country on earth,” and clean out some of our 
traitor legislatures? With our “large professions 


and little deeds” we are making ourselvs the laugh- 
ing stock of intelligent and justice-loving people 
the world over. 

To end this review as we began it, with a report 
of Catholic affiliation with Protestants on the basis 
of Sabbath law aggressions, we hav the following 
to tell: In St. Paul there has been formed a Catho- 
lic association called the “Sunday Law Observance 
League.” The chairman of the Press Committee is 
Priest John Gmeiner, who has issued an address 
“To the W. C. T. U. and all friends of the American 
Sabbath,” and this is signed by “ Mrs. A. V. Nich- 
olas, State Superintendent of Sabbath Observance.” 
The address begins with a quotation from the ** Sab- 
bath for Man," by the Protestant theocrat, Rev. 
Wilbur F. Crafts, and is in the usual style of that 
kind of document. Father Gmeiner says that the 
Catholic movement ‘has been heartily indorsed and 
approved by the Methodist Episcopal ministers’ 
meeting at St. Paul, March 25, and by the Baptist 
ministerial conference held about the same time in 
the same city." The leading Presbyterian minister 
of St. Paul has also indorsed it. At & mass meeting 
for the furtherance of this object, which was an- 
nounced to be holden there on April 15, the editor 
of the Northwestern Chronicle (Catholic) was slated 
to preside. So we see that the leadership in what 
to the superficial observer has seemed to be only a 
Protestant Sunday observance crusade, is now as- 
sumed by the Catholic church. What an uncover- 
ing of hands! Do not the Covenanters see that 
they will be but a drop in the rising ocean of Ca- 
tholieism * Or hav they been deliberately playing 
for this? And what will the *' patriotic" organiza- 
tions, which up to the present time hav not dared 
to lisp a word against the ominous menace of the 
Sunday law rebellion, hav to say to this latest move 
of their dearest enemy ? 


A Little More Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ SELF- CONTRADICTIONS 
or THE BIBLE," should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason" as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, neces- 
sary to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are Willing to do our part and will send the 
«“ Self-Contradictions of the Bible,” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate ** Self-Contradictions" as well as the “ Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to anything good. 


Iowa is sadly bereaved of late. Within two 
years she has lost many of her most conspicuous 
and devoted Freethinkers. To the rapidly length- 
ening list is now to be added the veteran, J. L. 
Tompkins, of Lake City. He was one of the 
stanchest friends we had in that commonwealth, 
frank, fearless, and honest to the very core. To 
the services he rendered to humanity in the years 
of his physical vigor is now to be added the lesson 
he has taught in his death. He was prepared for 
the inevitable; he arranged that his obsequies 
should not giv the lie to his life, and those charged 
with the duty of carrying into effect his wishes loy- 
ally did their part, as will be seen by reading the 
communication of his son-in-law, Mr. N. Zediker, in 
the * Letters of Friends." The best evidence that 
J. L. Tompkins taught wisely the lessons of F'ree- 
thought is found in the fact that the provisions of 
his last testament, which he entrusted to his heirs, 
were faithfully executed. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we w&nt more subseribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to empbasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers ean do & great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaxgTHINKER's PrcroRIAL Tzxt-Book, én board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proror1aL Text-Boox. 


The pictures in the FnxETHINEER's PIOTORIAL 
Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church's 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has | 85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of tacts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Lesigns are by Warson Heston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz por- 
LARS' WORTH FOR THREE DOLLABS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 

SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES, 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not nows 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


APRIL 27, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


261 


“An Important Intimation.” 
There are, we regret to say, between one thou- 
sand and two thousand of our friends who hav 
allowed their subscriptions to Taz Truru Szexer 
to expire without renewing. This is & considerably 
larger portion than is pleasant to us, who depend 
upon the more or less prompt payment of subscrip- 
tions for the wherewithal to meet our bills. Now, 
we are not going to get angry, or scold, or do any- 
thing disagreeable about this, but we must appeal 
to our friends’ good nature and generous feelings 
to remedy this deplorable and unsatisfactory state 
of affairs. We need the money badly—so do our 
creditors. The paper man, and the printer, and 
the compositor, and the mailer, and the post-office 
collector, and the clerks, and the landlord, and the 
insurance man, and the gas man, and the devil are 
always with us, not to mention the rest, and they 
all want money and want it bad, and want it when 
it is due. And when we havn't got it for them life 
is a burden—they make it so intentionally, blast "em. 
So now, as aforesaid, we appeal to our friends all 
over this country—thousands of them—to send the 
amount of their arrearages and as much in advance 
as they hav been behind, to sort of even things up 
and turn about in fair play, as it were. A year's 
subseription from each one whose time has expired 
wil make us easy—very easy—but if we can’t hav 
that then let us hav what you can spare, and we will 
* grin and bear it” until you get the balance. The 
amounts are small individually and easily raised, 
but to us they collectivly mean a good deal—just 
the difference between being even with the world 
and being unpleasantly behind. 
The disciples of a certain philosopher, one day 


missing their teacher from his accustomed place in 
the midst of them, sought him at his unpretentious 


lodgings, where they discovered that he was suffer- 
ing from the lack of a Square Meal. Of course 
they hastened to provide him with all that the inner 
sinner could desire, but he nevertheless took occa- 
sion to jab them with a moral pointed by the event. 
“Know, then" (said he), “that in order that you 
may permanently enjoy the light of a lamp, it is 
necessary occasionally to replenish the Oil." 
Delinquents who renew at once will be spared the 
moral which their remissness might tempt us to draw, 


Misdireeted Energy. 

Is missionism a success? Is it likely ever to 
bea success? Mr. Henry Norman has written a 
book on the “ Peoples and Politics of the Far East,” 
being a record of travels and studies in China, 
Japan, Siam, and the various colonies of the Euro- 
pean nations. In a late issue the New York 
Herald has a long review of the book, in the course 
of which it remarks : 

** We are a little surprised at what Mr. Norman says of 
the results of missionary enterprise in China. He seems 
to hav no faith that any good whatever is accomplished 
by these devoted men and women." 

The Herald then quotes some of the traveler's 
statements in regard to foreign influence in that 
country. He asked a Roman Catholic priest who 
had long been in the country and who had achieved 
great victories and occupied a position of extraor- 
dinary power, * if he believed that missionary enter- 
prise would result, even in the fulness of time, in 
anything that could be remotely described as the 
Christianizing of China. * Jamais, [never] he em- 
phatieally replied." Asked why he was thereif that. 
was his opinion, he answered : 

‘Simply in obedience to the commend to preach the 
gospel to all peoples. Like the soldiers in the ranks, I 
obey the orders of my commander, without understand - 
ing in the least what good is to come of them.” 

Next Mr. Norman quotes from a paper read at 
Chefoo in September, 1888, by the Protestant, Rev. 
A. Williamson, D.D., on * Missionary Organization 
in China”: 

'* The startling, though it is not the most serious, as- 
peot of the question is that not only is heathenism ex- 
tending, but jmmorality is increasing in all directions, 


* Those of us who hay lived long enough in China 
see the evil spreading before our eyes, especially in and 
around our great emporiums, with an ever-widening area 
every year. The Chinese are learning evil faster than 
they are learning good. They are adding foreign vices 
to their own, aping foreign free living and habits, often 
in the most powerful manner; and the fact is that in and 
around our centers of commerce they are less honest, less 
moral, and less susceptible to the preaching of divine 
truth than formerly by a long way.” 

Which is equivalent to saying that the contact of 
Orientals with “Christian civilization ” is productiv 
of more harm than good. What, then, becomes of 
the claim that Christianity is the source of all that 
is good in civilization? Does not the admission of 
Dr. Williamson tend to sustain the contention of 
the Freethinker that we hav attained to a certain 
stage of development in svite of religion, and that 
civilization is a matter of race and climate? More 
than this it tells to the student of sociology, for to 
him it emphasizes the truth that each race must grow 
into enlightenment under the laws of its own de- 
velopment, and that it is folly to try to force a peo- 
ple of one civilization to learn in one lesson the 
radically different civilization of another people. If 
they are ever to assimilate it it must be slowly, 
naturally. 


It begins to look as though the Clerical party in 
the German Reichstag had overreached itself when 
it tried to taek on to the pending anti-Socialist bill 
amendments to destroy liberty of discussion con- 
cerning religion and marriage. Popular opposition 
to the bill is growing more and more pronounced, 
while the enemies of the bill within the Reichstag, 
under the able leadership of the Prince of Schoen- 
arch-Carolath, hav good grounds for hoping to 
unite against the obnoxious measure many even of 
ihe Conservatives and Free Conservatives, who are 
chafing under the growing power of the clericals. 


Randolph-Macon College, at Ashland, Va., is a 
Methodist institution. For many years K. M. 
Smith has occupied its chair of Greek, Hebrew, and 
Sanscrit. It is now reported that he has resigned 
because of doubts concerning the divinity of Jesus 
and the inspiration of the scriptures—in fact, it is 
said that he does not believe in either. Evidently 
to lessen the influence of his defection, it is asserted 
that he is “rather erratic.” The correspondent 
who makes the accusation explains if in this way: 

“Daring the Virginia debt agitation some years ago 
Professor Smith proposed to take up a private collection 
and pay off the state's indebtedness. Heactually contrib- 
uted $1,200 of his own money for this purpose.” 

No wonder Professor Smith is not orthodox! A 
man who has such notions about debt-paying eould 
not be expected to subscribe to the doctrin that 
* Jesus paid it all.” Why, a preacher “ erratic” as 
that might actually be guilty of believing that the 
churches should pay their own taxes instead of 
shifting the burden on to the shoulders of other 
people. 


By what authority did the board of aldermen of 
New York pass and the mayor sign a resolution 
providing for the closing on Good Friday of all de- 
partments of the city government not required by 
law to be kept open? By what authority did the 
court of Oyer and Terminer and the court of Gen- 
eral Sessions adjourn over that day? Why is there 
& bill now before the legislature of the state to 
make Good Friday a legal holiday? No law-making 
power in the state or nation has the shadow of a 
right to set apart a religious holy day as a holiday. 
But we are placed at a terrible disadvantage in an- 
tagonizing the schemes of the Catholics by the fact 
that the Protestants hav forced us to accept one 
Catholic holy day as a holy day, not as a holiday. 


| We refer, of course, to the legal recognition of the 


claims of the church regarding Sunday. This was 
the entering wedge, and when it was driven home 
the way was opened for all the saints’ days in the 
calendar. 


The Independent, with its usual obliviousness of 
facts, says of its recent * Lincoln number ”: 

“Doubtless it will be the pleasure of many ministers to 
giv a reading from this special number to their Christian 
Endeavor or Epworth League Society, or to their gen- 
eral congregation on s Sunday evening, illustrating the 


character of President Lincoln, his goodness of heart, | 
and how, fn the most troublous times that the nation has 
seen since the Revolutionary war, he conducted its affairs 
with the quietness and calmness of one who felt that he 
was only the agent of God in accomplishing a great work.” 


We hope that before those ministers touch too 
strongly upon Lincoln’s alleged agency for divinity 
they will send here and get John E. Remsburg’s 
book, “Abraham Lincoln: Was he a Christian?” 
If, after reading that work, they believe that Lin- 
coln believed that he was God’s agent, on a com- 
mission, we can only hope that they will speedily 
subject themselvs to an examination as to their 
mental condition. We sell the book to ministers 
at the same price as to men who pay their own way 
and are of some use in the world. 


The Youth's Companion givs Professor Morse 
as the authority for this touching sketch of Japan- 
ese treatment of other forms of life : 

** Birds build their nests in the city houses, wild fowl, 
geese, and ducks alight in the public parks, wild deer trot 
about the streets. He had actually been followed by 
wild deer in the streets, nibbling melon rind out of his 
hand, as tame as calves and lambs on our farms. A dog 
goes to sleep in the busiest streets; men turn aside so as 
not to disturb him. One day & beautiful heron alighted 
on the limb of a tree, and the busy, jostling throng 
stopped. No one attempted to injure the bird, but sev- 
eral began sketchivg him.” 


Does any sane person suppose that there is the 
most remote possibility that Christian missionaries 
can in the least improve the ethical standards of 
such a people? We need their missionaries, not 
they ours. Imagin if you can a wild deer stray- 
ing into an American town and escaping with its 
life! Imagin a crowd of Christians giving an 
artist time to sketch a heron sitting in a tree-top in 
any of our cities! Why, our Christian sportsmen 
think that it is “fun” to go down to the beach and 


‘wantonly mangle and murder the beautiful gulls 


and other sea birds. Christians! withdraw your 
missionaries from Japan; you are doing far worse 


than “carrying coal to Newcastle.” 
ee Ne gn ee 

The Open Court, referring to the posthumous 
work of Professor Romanes, in which is found the 
record of his reversion to Christianity, says : 

“We can no longer denounce reason, or silence our 
intellectual needs, for it is God himself who speaks in the 
voice of reason, and the progress of science is his most 
glorious revelation which ecalesiastioism cannot smother. 
Indeed, the suppression of reason is the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, which cannot be forgiven, but will inevit- 
ably lead, if persisted in, to eternal perdition.” 

Dr. Carus has done some very good work, but 
such misleading utterances as these cannot be in- 
cluded therein. We do not know if there is a God, we 
do not know that if he exists he speaks in the voice 
of reason, we do not know that the progress of 
science is his revelation, we do not know anything 
about Holy Ghosts nor about sins against them nor 
about eternal perdition. Experience has shown us 
that it is better to use our reason and to cultivate 
it than to accept what is told us in blind faith and 
cultivate our undisciplined love of the marvelous; 
that the revelations of science are more useful and 
beautiful than the so-called revelations of theology, 
and that the suppression of reason injures the in- 
dividual and the race. When the truth is thus 
simply stated all can understand it. Let us be 
done with unmeaning mysticism. 


Lectures and Meetings. 
J. E. Remssure lectured in St. Louis April 19th. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eyen- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for April: ES 
April 26th—'* Some Recent Advances in Science.” Dr, 

R. G. Ecoles. 


TEE Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bédford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for April: 

April 28th—Debate, ‘‘ Protection vs. Free Trade." Mr. 
Henry Nichols and Mr. Henry Rowley. 


FRANKLIN STEINER will start on another lecture tour 
in May. He wili speak in Hoople, N. D.; Pierson, Ia.; 
Red Jacket, Mich.; and Greenwood, Wis. Liberals in 
the vicinity of these places should write him at once to 
Box 882, Des Moines, Is. 

Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for ‘April: 

April 28th—‘‘ A Christian Truth ys. An Orthodox Myth,” 
^ Atty, Stanley E. Bowdle, 
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Ingersoll and Sam Jones. 

The visit of Colonel Ingersoll to St. Louis on the 
concluding day of the Sam Jones revival was a co- 
incidence which suggested to the Globe-Democrat 
the interest which would attach to an interchange 
of views as to the motivs and influences of the two 
men, each of whom possesses in so marked a degree 
the power of attracting and interesting large 
crowds. That each is sincere in his belief is gen- 
erally admitted, and it is worthy of note that while 
each criticises the other freely neither attributes to 
the other any but the best of motivs. The idea 
was to present both sides of the question fairly, and 
to reflect the opinions of the exponents of theories 
80 diametrically opposed, and this has been accom- 
plished with the cooperation of the two gentlemen. 
Mr. Jones was seen first. He was unwilling to say 
anything calculated to hurt the feelings of a man 
against whom, personally, he had no grievance. 
When it was explained that the Globe-Democrai 
wanted a review of Colonel Ingersoll’s lectures and 
their influence on the community, rather than the 
lecturer himself, Mr. Jones submitted cheerfully, 

. leant back in his chair, and told the reporter to 
“fire away.” His argument that Ingersoll’s teach- 
ings are calamitous because they are apt to encour- 
age utter recklessness is given in his own words, 
some few of which were subsequently quoted fo 
the lecturer whose reply was desired. 

To interview Colonel Ingersoll at length was less 
easy. The colonel is known to hav an occasional 
antipathy to interviewers, claiming that in more 
than one instance he has been incorrectly reported. 
It was also ascertained that he would not reach St. 
Louis before Sunday morning. He has so many 
old friends in St. Louis that he holds a series of 
receptions all day, when in the city, and it would ob- 
viously be impossible to secure his undivided atten- 
tion for an hour. Hence it was resolved to inter- 
cept him on the way here, and a telegram was sent 
to Cincinnati as to his route, it being his custom to 
visit that city when on a lecturing tour and map 
out his route from that point. The only reply was 
a reference to New York, and from the lecturer’s 
home it was learned that he was due at Springfield, 


IlL, Saturday evening. A reporter was accordingly. 


sent on to the Illinois state capital to await Colonel 
Ingersoll’s arrival and obtain the desired interview. 
The result of the trip will be found in the next col- 
umn, and side by side are printed the views of the 
two popular talkers, with an interchange of good- 
humored criticism, interspersed with a great deal of 
well-expressed argument and exceptionally able 
logic. 
Jones on Ingersoll. 

* What do you think of Ingersoll and of the in- 
fluence of his lectures?” asked a reporter of the 
Rev. Sam Jones as he sat in his room at the South- 
ern Hotel, evidently only partially recovered from the 
exertions of preaching to 6,000 people the preced- 
ing evening. i 
` Mr. Jones thought for a moment and then said: 
« The question is a very broad one, and cannot be 
answered in two or three words. Personally, Mr. 
Ingersoll is no doubt a genial gentleman. Physi- 
eally he is fat, intellectually he is bright, morally 
there may be worse men, but theologically he is & 
bad egg." 

* You hav seen the picture of Ingersoll nursing 
his grandchild?” 

** Yes, and I could not help feeling mighty sorry 
for the grandchild.” 

* Apart from his personality, what do you think 
is the moral influence of Mr. Ingersoll’s lectures?” 

* That is very easily answered. A visit of Mr. 
Ingersoll to any community is calamitous to all 
whom he reaches, and the worst of it is, he gener- 
ally reaches the very class of people upon whom 
his teachings hav the most baneful effect. No God, 
no Bible, no heaven, no hell, catches the masses of 
non-church-goers, and turns them over to reckless- 
ness. The lecturer forgets that they were not all 
reared in Christian homes and brought up under 
the cultivating influences which he himself enjoyed. 
They were not trained up in the virtues as he was 
by his godly father and mother. Whatever virtue 
Mr. Ingersoll possesses is a gift of grace or Chris- 
tianity. Many parade his charity, his liberality and 
his love for home. He never got these elements as 
the gift of Infidelity. They are but the expressions 
of Christian elements that liv in his character in 
spite of his Infidelity, and when he throws his 
teaching of no God, no Bible, no heaven, and no hell 
into the hearts and lives of others who hav not 
been blessed by the help which Christianity givs 
us, he turns the whole human life into utter rot.” 

* How do you account for Mr. Ingersoll’s power 
to attract large audiences?” was a question which 
the above criticism naturally suggested. 

“ His power to attract lies in his ability to shock,” 
replied Mr. Jones, with more force and earnestness 


than he had hitherto displayed. “He is the devil’s 
dynamo, and when a man stands upon the damp 
soil of a sinful life old Bob can turn a current on 
him that will almost make him leap out of his hide. 
Men love to be shocked. I hav often thought of 
Colonel Ingersoll in his disclaimer of Christian vir- 
tues and his disbelief in God and the Bible as put- 
ting him pretty much in the attitude of a drummer’s 
little girl, of whom a commercial traveler once told 
me. He said he found his little girl, on one of his 
visits home, sitting on the floor playing with her 
kitten. While loving and caressing it she said, 
‘Kitty, you are a sweet little kitty: I love you and 
I know who your mommer is. Old pussy is your 
mommer. She’s a good old cat, and I love her, 
too. But, kitty, I don’t know who your popper is, 
'eause I never saw him. I spect your popper is a 
traveling man. We all know from Mr. Ingersoll’s 
doctrin who his mother is, morally speaking. 
Earth is hismother. I expect his fatheris a travel- 
ing man. Certainly nobody has ever seen him in 
these parts. They all say that Colonel Ingersoll is 
a jolly fellow. I don’t know him personally, but I 
don’t doubt that he is" 

* How about Mr. Ingersoll’s arguments ?" 

“He hasn't any. He is an orator of the first 
water. I know no man alive to-day who can put 
English together like he can. His words put into 
sentences look like streams of pearls; but they are 
merely bracelets and necklaces for swine. His phi- 
losophy and his religion do not build colleges, 
almshouses, or asylums. Neither do they take care 
of the poor, the maimed, and the halt. They are 
powerless to reform the drunkard and the outlaw. 
They do not make a man more kind in his home, or 
more respected in the community where he livs. 
He clamors for free thought and moral liberty. 
Establish the fact that men can think as they please, 
and with that you establish the fact that they can 
act as they please. There are boundary lines to 
thought, just as there are boundary lines to actions. 
With his wit and intellectual cunning, aided by his 
illogical reasoning, he may play upon the weak- 
nesses of religion, and by his flights of eloquence 
upon the duties of life which he steals from Chris- 
tianity; but, after all, a thoughtful, substantial man 
sees the cunning of his method and detects the 
direful effect his words hav upon the gang that 
flock to hear him. Lord Salisbury said that but 
for the Salvation Army in the streets of London 
the police force would hav to be increased four 
thousand in number in a single dey. Remove In- 
fidelity from the world, and you lessen the police 
force by one-half. Christianity is the great con- 
serving ard preserving force of the age. Anarch- 
ism and outlawism are legitimate children of Infi- 
delity, and whatever and whoever contributes to 
these dangerous elements in society should be 
fought and outlawed by every true American citi- 
zen, whatever his creed may be.” 

“In other words, you mean that the influence of 
Mr. Ingersoll’s lectures is, from your standpoint, 
entirely bad ?”’ 

“I see no good that can possibly come from his 
lectures on Infidelity. I see much harm that may 
result from them. I also see why Mr. Ingersoll 
delivers his lectures. There may be $1,000 a night 
to him in the job; but why a Christian community 
will suffer such a thing, and why men will pay for 
the privilege of hearing him abuse their mother's 
God and their father’s Bible at a dollar a head, and 
then turn out and be Infidels like him for nothing, 
and board themselvs, is one of the mysteries I 
never could solve. Personally, I hav never met 
Colonel Ingersoll. He may hav many charming 
characteristics; in fact, he must hav. Reared, as 
he was, in a Christian home, he cannot be utterly 
deprayed. The question is often asked as to whether 
Ingersoll is sincere in his denials, and in his nega- 
tions, and in his Infidelity. Suppose we giv him 
credit for all sincerity; he may be in that class of 
whom the Bible speaks when it says, ‘Given over 
to a delusion that he may believe a lie and be 
damned.’ 

«I believe a man can reach such a condition and 
attitude that in the moral world a lie is to him the 
truth, and the truth a lie. As to whether Colonel 
Ingersoll is sincere or not makes no difference 
when you look at the tendencies of his lecture. I 
see no reason why a profane swearer, or a liar, or a 
drunkard, or a whoremonger, or a voluptuary should 
find fault with Mr. Ingersoll, just as I see no rea- 
son why the good and true and beautiful and noble 
should champion his cause or approve his lectures. 
A man who starts out from the storm centers of 
Infidelity would become a cyclone in the moral 
world. The orator we are talking about is a cy- 
clone, funnel-shaped and full of wind. I suppose 
he will die as he lived. But after death he will no 
longer be a disbeliever or an unbeliever. My Bible 
tells me that the devils believe and tremble.” 


** Do I understand you to say that Colonel Inger- 
soll really uses no argument ?” 

Mr. Jones tilted his chair back, deliberated 
longer than is usual with such a remarkably good 
conversationalist as he is known to be, and finally 
said: “That is about so. I hav never thought that 
Mr. Ingersoll treats the subject in hand fairly. 
He starts in by making his own statement as to 
what Christianity is, and he then proceeds to de- 
molish the man of straw which he himself has set 
up. He would burn down my cabin and then 
offer me no shelter for myself and wife and chil- 
dren. He would destroy the old ford and build no 
bridge in its place. He would extinguish what he 
calls my tallow candle of hope and leave me in 
despair and darkness. He would make me what he 
calls a free man by giving me license of thought 
and action, when any sensible man knows that 
license is simply power to do wrong. True liberty, 
on the other hand, is simply the privilege of doing 
right. The ten commandments make the boundary 
lines within which liberty is given. Infidelity 
would change these so that they would read : ‘Thou 
shalt not steal—if there is any probability of being 
caught.’ ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery—but 
you may find two or three wives more convenient 
than one.’ ‘Thou shalt not break the Sabbath— 
but bend it double as occasion offers.’ ‘Thou shalt 
not covet—but get all you can and keep all you 
get. ‘Thou shalt hav no other gods before me— 
but if you don’t like the God of heaven, be one 
yourself and run things to suit yourself! What a 
man does is at least a test of what he is. Will 
Mr Ingersoll show us what he has done to make 
the world better or happier; where he has reformed 
& single drunkard, reclaimed a single reprobate, 
purified a single life, or elevated a single commu- 
nity? Mr. Ingersoll seems to be the product of 
hyper-Calvinism, for Infidelity is nothing more nor 
less than hyper-Calvinism gone to seed. God will 
reign, heaven will endure, the ministry will liv, the 
churches will flourish, morality will be taught and 
practiced, and Christian virtues will be embodied 
in men long after Mr. Ingersoll and his company 
hav passed from earth, and received the reward of 
their doing.” 

Ingersoll on Jones. 

After obtaining the views of Rev. Sam Jones on 
Colonel Ingersoll and the influence of his lectures 
and teachings, the Globe-Democrat sent a stenog- 
rapher to the latter, as already explained, with 
instructions to ask questions as nearly identical as 
possible with reference to views entertained as to 
the Georgia revivalist and his methods. It was im- 
possible to carry out the instructions literally, as 
Mr. Ingersoll, after a little hesitancy, finally warmed 
to the subject, anticipated queries, and really deliv- 
ered a very forcible lecture on the question of reviv- 
als past and present, with a very lucid definition of 
Agnosticism as compared with Atheism, and more 
especially immorality or indifference as to right and 
wrong. The colonel was in the best of humors, 
told each friend who was admitted to the room that 
he was in perfect health and was carrying his sixty- 
one years without an effort, and assured the inter- 
viewer that he had nothing of any particular interest 
to say about Sam Jones or any other religious en- 
thusiast. When pressed for an answer to the ques- 
tion, ** What do you think of Mr. Jones and of the 
influence of his preaching?” he at length said : 

“Assuming that the gentleman's sermons are 
correctly reported, and basing my opinion on what 
little of them I hav read, I cannot say that I par- 
ticularly admire the style, though the argument 
does not appear to differ very much from those 
which revivalists hav used ever since I can remem- 
ber. When I was a boy the people had very few 
amusements. There were no theaters in the smaller 
towns, nO museums, and nothing in the way of en- 
tertainment except the traveling circus which came 
round once a year. This circus generally carried a 
few mangy-looking animals, so that religious peo- 
ple could hav a satisfactory excuse for going. In 
the winter the little towns were cut off from the 
rest of the world. ‘There were no railroads, the 
rivers were frozen, and the mail arrived about once 
in every week. As a result, the people amused 
themselvs every winter in ‘getting religion. The 
towns would be invaded by two or three evangelists 
who derived great pleasure from exciting their audi- 
ences by vivid descriptions of the future home of 
the unconverted. They would describe the caverns 
of hell into which rolled and dashed the waves of 
brimstone, and also the tortures and agonies in- 
flicted by the worm that never dies. These meet- 
ings were held every evening and the people were 
invited to come forward to the ‘ anxious seat’ very 
much as they hav been asked every evening for the 
last two or three weeks in St. Louis. 

* T remember that the first to come forward were 
generally the little girls, who, recalling that they 
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had pilfered a little sugar, or perhaps a piece 
of cake, felt consciénce-smitten, and were hence the 
first to respond. Then some of the men would join 
in the procession, and some few would be converted 
every evening amidst great rejoicing. This thing 
would last about a month, and nothing was talked 
about except religion. The majority of the people 
were about half-crazy—the preachers altogether go. 
They would convert from fifty to one hundred, and 
then when business brisked up in the spring and 
people began to resume their usual vocations most 
of the converts would backslide. But, in justice to 
them, I must add that the following winter they 
would be on hand again, ready to reoceupy the anx- 
ious-seat. Nearly every town had what you might 
call a stock company of periodical converts, who 
went through the same experience every winter, told 
how wieked they had been, how happy they were, 
how ashamed they were of having backslidden and 
how gratified they were to be again redeemed.” 

* Did they become better citizens ?” 

“I never knew anybody to become better by be- 
ing what Mr. Jones and other orthodox preachers 
call ‘converted.’ On the contrary, I hav known 
many young generous fellows who got religion and 
immediately became sour, unsociable, and mean. 
There is a conversion, if I may use the word, which 
comes in the nature of things. There is a time in 
the life of a young man when he feels responsibility 
touching him, when he makes up his mind to leave 
the follies of youth and become a man, with a goal 
fixed in his mind. This often comes when he falls 
in love and feels that he wishes to do something for 
somebody else. This is what I call genuin conver- 
sion, not born of excitement, or bad air, or an over- 
heated room, or an idiotic impulse. We may goa 
step farther and say that the same thing happens 
with animals. There comes a time when the colt 
quits kicking over the traces and goes to pulling and 
eating his oats like a well-regulated horse, and when 
the dog quits chasing his tail, begins to look digni- 
fied, and assumes an air of partnership with the 
proprietor.” 

* Do you think the influence of Mr. Jones’s revi- 
vals is injurious ?” 

Yes, I think the so-called religious revival is 
hurtful as well as useless. The methods used are 
calculated to excite, not to enlighten. There is no 
appeal to the judgment; the reasoning faculties 
are not called into play. The passions are aroused, 
and especially the fear of punishment and the hope 
of reward. Thousands and thousands of men and 
women hav been excited to such a degree that they 
become partially insane—many wholly so. Relig- 
ious excitement has unsettled as many minds as 
any other cause, and the asylums to-day are filled 
with men and women who hav lost their reason in 
consequence of these foolish revivals, conducted by 
orthodox ministers. Men and women are made to 
believe that they hav offended an infinit God; 
that they hav hurt the feelings of the Holy Ghost ; 
that their actions here, and especially their beliefs, 
are to hav eternal consequences; that they deserve 
to be eternally damned for what they hav done, 
and that God is anxious to damn them, but is held 
back by his son, who seems to hav a little more 
mercy than is credited to the old gentleman him- 
self. 

«They are also told that they can hav an eternal 
reward of infinit joy if they only repent and be- 
lieve in this son. In the conflict of emotions pro- 
duced by these idiotic sermons, many, as I said be- 
fore, hav lost theirreason. If the sermons of Mr. 
Jones or any other revivalist could be answered 
from the same platform by a philosopher, by a hu- 
manitarian, or by a man of sense, no human being 
would ever be ‘converted.’ Such a proceeding 
would end forever the revival system. 

* Another great fault of these revivals is that 
people are told that those who do right hav tocarry 
a cross, while those who do wrong hav the benefit 
of the pleasures of this world—that the wicked hav 
their good time here, while the good suffer on 
account of their goodness and self-denial, but will 
be rewarded in another world. All this is not only 
idiotic, but it is positivly immoral. The facts are 
exactly the reverse. Only those carry a cross who 
do wrong. On the shoulders of those who do right 
the cross changes, and the man is borne upward 
and onward. 

« That is the true philosophy of life. Men should 
act right because right action pays; men should 
shun wrong because wrong inflicts and produces 
suffering. Everything is moral that tends to in- 
crease or to preserve human happiness and human 
well-being ; everything is immoral that decreases or 
puts in peril human well-being. In other words, 
all that preserves or increases happiness is right. 
There is no necessity for being miserable here in 
order to secure happiness in this world, and if you 
are really happy in this life, happy by virtue of liv- 


ing consistently and doing right, there is no danger 
of being damned in another world. I know of no 
form of orthodox religion that contains any philos- 
ophy, and I never knew of a philosopher occupying 
a pulpit.” 


that the terms ‘Agnostic’ and ‘fool’ were synony- 
mous. What is your reply to that criticism or 
statement?” 

Mr. Ingersoll laughed good-humoredly and said: 
* Coming from the Georgia evangelist, I think the 
remark calls for no reply, and it is certainly no 
argument. It is a curious fact that the savages are 
perfectly certain about things that philosophers 
admit are beyond the limitations of the human 
mind. The savage of central Africa knows all 
about his god or gods. He knows just how the 
world was made and how the human race was 
started. He knows exactly where we are all going 
after death. He doesn’t know anything about 
this world, but he does know all about the other 
two worlds. He doesn’t know anything about man, | 
but he knows all about the gods. Now, if the Rev. 
Sam Jones would just think for a few moments 
he would probably admit that he doesn’t know that 
any god exists at all. No doubt he believes it, but 
he certainly does not know it, and if he is honest 
enough to admit the truth be admits that he is an 
even or, to use the word he seems to prefer, a 
ool. 

“T confess that I don’t know whether a God ex- 
ists or not. This is the only world I hav ever lived 
in or hav any memory of, so that I might be called 
a provincialist. That there may be other worlds, I 
don’t deny. There may bea God. There may be 
many. If there is one I hope there are more, for 
one would be solonesome. I don’t know the origin 
of the universe, having no evidence on the subject. 
It is beyond my mind. I cannot conceive of the 
creation of something from nothing, nor can I con- 
ceive of something being changed back again to 
nothing. In other words, I cannot conceive creation 
and consequently cannot conceive a creator. I don’t 
say there is no God—I simply say I don’t know. 
So far as my acquaintance extends I can truthfully 
say I never met a minister who did. Mr. Jones may 
be in the possession of facts of which I am ignorant, 
but if he knows there is a God I would like to hav 
him tell his next congregation how he knows and 
what his evidence is. 

* Mr. Jones says an Agnostic is the same as a fool. 
The difference between an Agnostic and a fool is 
about this: The Agnostic doesn’t know. He has 
sense enough to know he doesn't know, and honesty 
enough to admit it. A fool, on the other hand, 
says he knows, whether he really thinks he does or 
not. Now, I am not prepared to admit that Hum- 
boldi was a fool, yet he said he didn’t know whether 
there was a God or not. Few men would call Louis 
Agassiz a fool, yet he said that science had not ad- 
vanced far enough to say with any certainty whether 
God exists or not. I don’t think Darwin was a fool, 
yet he stated distinctly that the questions of God 
and immortality were beyond the limits of his 
powers of reasoning. Ernst Haeckel, the greatest 
naturalist in the world, is no fool, yet he says he 
doesn’t know. Does Mr. Jones suggest that Hux- 
ley was ever a fool? Asa matter of fact, he is the 


.man who invented this definition of Agnosticism as 


representing this certain stage of thought. Asa 
matter of fact, the greatest thinkers and scientists 
of this century hav adopted this position, and I 
don’t think that the fact of the Rev. Sam Jones 
denouncing them as fools will hav even a tendency 
toward dimming the splendor of their reputation." 
The next question put to Colonel Ingersoll was 
the following: ‘“ What hav you to say in answer to 
the contention of Mr. Jones that the moralinfluence 
of your lectures is calamitous, especially among 
those who hav not had the benefit of being reared 
in a Christian home, as you were ?" l 
Without hesitating a moment longer than was 
necessary to shake hands with an old friend who 
entered the room while the question was being 
asked, the colonel replied: * Mr. Jones evidently 
doesn’t possess a clear conception of morality, or 
he would not insinuate that what I say has an im- 
moral tendency. He seems to think that certain 
beliefs are essential to morality, that it is moral to 
believe in the supernatural, in the inspiration of 
the Bible, in the atonement, and in the scheme of 
redemption; and immoral to believe in absolute 
liberty of thought—immoral to advocate investiga- 
tion and the use of the natural reasoning power 
that we possess. He seems to regard blind credu- 
lity as moral, and intellectual courage of thought 
as immoral. I, on the other hand, think morality 
livs in the domain of action rather than in the 
realm of belief. A man may accept a creed blindly 
and at the same time be a very immoral person, 
while, on the other hand, if à man is really moral it 


* In one of his recent sermons Sam Jones said 
i 
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makes but little difference what creed he may accept 
or deny. Every religion preaches ordinary moral- 
ity, and in addition to this, the necessity of belief 
in certain supernatural things and the observance 
of certain ceremonies. Now, if you were to take 
morality from religion nothing of any value would 
be left; whereas, if you take from morality itself 
its religion, it would remain just as valuable as ever, 
and even more valuable. 

«T deny having said anything in my lectures that 
is calculated to make people immoral. I hav told 
them that the Bible is not inspired, but that what 
is true in it is just as good as if it had been; while 
the bad in it could not be made good by being 
inspired. I hav told people that men wrote the 
book called the Bible, and that it is full of the ig- 
norance of the times in which it was written. Also, 
that some of the things in it are noble and lofty, 
while it alsocontains things that are cruel, heartless 
and even infamous. I hav said that we should 
throw away the bad and preserve the good. I hav 
told every one to be honest with himself and to ex- 
press his opinions honestly. I hav warned my hear- 
ers against being controled by prejudice or educa- 
tional influences, and I hav also said that the world 
was for the living and n-t for the dead, but that 
each one should liv in accordance with his ideal. I 
hav said all in my power in favor of intellectual 
liberty, I hav spoken in favor of all that is good, 
and just, and generous, and noble. I deny that I 
hav ever uttered a word calculated to make any one 
immoral. 

«I hav not been guilty of the inconsistency of 
telling people they can act like devils for seventy 
years, and then be forgiven in & moment, and be 
carried up to heaven by hosts of angels. Such a 
doctrin is immoral. I don’t tell the cashier of a 
bank that it is wrong to steal, and then add that if he 
steals every dollar in the vault he can repent and be 
forgiven as well in Canada as in the United States ; 
neither do I tell him that when he repents there 
will be more jcy in heaven than over ninety and 
nine honest cashiers who never stole a dollar. That 
doctrin is immoral, but it is not mine. Neither do 
I tell people that they are accountable for the sins 
of a couple of people who lived 6,000 years ago, and 
that they can be justly punished for offenses they 
never committed. That would be immoral. Nor 
hav I told people that they can get to heaven by 
the virtues of another man, or that another man or 
God can be good and they can get the credit for it. 
That, too, would he immoral. 

I hav not told people that they ought to become 
heavenly paupers and enjoy the glories of another 
world purchased for them by another person. That 
would be immoral. But I hav told them that if 
they would be happy they must earn happiness ; 
that happiness cannot be received as alms; that as 
a fact happiness is the interest which decent actions 
draw; that they must be good for themselvs. I 
hav also told people that there is no such thing as 
forgivness; that everybody has to bear the conse- 
quences of his own acts, and that these conse- 
quences are & universal police whom nobody can 
bribe and no one avoid. That is moral, and in ad- 
dition to being moral it is true. 

«I hav never told any one that a God of infinit 
wisdom and goodness could make hundreds of mill- . 
ions of people, knowing that they would be eter- 
nally damned. That would be immoral, because it 
makes the God revivalists talk about a monster. A 
God of infinit wisdom and power has no right to 
make a failure, and certainly a man who is born to 
eternal damnation can hardly be called a success. 

« If I could change a stone into a human being, 
knowing that he would be a murderer and be hanged 
before he could get religion, and hence, according 
to orthodoxy, go to hell, I think I might far better 
leave the stone alone. If God makes people out of 
dust and knows they will be damned, he had far 
better leave the dust alone. I don’t think that any 
God has a right to add to the misery of mankind. 
To think otherwise seems to me to amount to an 
insinuation that God is a monster and a savage.” | 

«In other words, Colonel Ingersoll, while Sam 
Jones thinks the tendency of your lectures is im- 
moral, you think the criticism applies more accu- 
rately to his preaching ?” 

«T don’t want to criticise any one man in partic- 
ular,” was the reply. ‘The religion of our day is 
immoral. Most of the sermons preached are im- 
moral, and, as a rule, they are subversiv of the aims 
and ends of justice. I do honestly think that if 
we had a few less sermons and a few more lectures 
of a sensible kind the world would actually grow 
better, brighter, and happier.” 

« Do you think the revivals of to-day are as use- 
less and hurtful as those you hav described as 
being held when you were a boy?” f 

“In answer to that I would say we are passing 
through a change. People are slowly becoming 
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more and more thoughtful, and I think the evan- 
gelist will, in consequence, soon become a thing of 

The preacher of the future will be a 
He will be one of the high priests of na- 


the past. 
teacher. 
ture, and he will tell people how to liv in this 
world and how to enjoy the sunshine of this life. 
The sensational exhorters will hav to go to the 
rear. ‘They are no longer useful, if they were ever 
80. They are, indeed, a hindrance. Only a little 
while ago, in Spain, the people who were afilicted 
with cholera mobbed the doctors, looted the drug 
stores, and relied upon religious processions to stay 
the pestilence. They were behind the times, just 
as is the revivalist who tries to stay the onward 
march of crime by appealing to heavens or hells. 
He is pursuing the same course, with a certainty of 
achieving the same results. The world is beginning 
to see that people act and think for themselvs 
under the circumstances of the hour, and to realize 
that to improve people their condition must be 
changed. This can be done only by developing the 
brain and civilizing the heart. We must convince 
the people that wrorg doing is an ignorant blun- 
der, that to get right is an effort of intelligence, 
and when these thoughts are firmly embodied in 
the minds of the people there will be no further 
use for medicin men, for augurs, or for evangel- 
ists. To appeal to the supernatural will be useless. 

* When that time comes man will cease to think 
that a God controls the forces of this world, and 
man will become the providence of man.”— St. Louis 
Globe-Demoerat. 


The Campaign Work. 


The work of the Federation and Union will be 
pushed forward as vigorously as possible with the 
means at hand. Mrs. Freeman, the secretary, will 
make a tour westward as far as Arizona, where the 
flame of Freethought is now burning brightly, and 
where Secularism hasa broad and open field. Mrs. 
Freeman will be at Trinidad, Colorado, May 4th 
and 5th; at San Marcial, N. M., May 7th, 8th, 9th; 
at Tucson, Arizona, May 12th to the 16th; at 
Tempe and Phonix, May 17th, 19th, and at Pres- 
cott and vicinity until June. Returning, Mrs. 
Freeman will be at Albuquerque, Santa Fé, Trini- 
dad; Marysville and Topeka, Kansas, and will 
travel via the Santa Fé route, and it is hoped that 
Liberals along this line will take advantage of the 
opportunity to secure her services and push 
the work. It is important to maintain the Free- 
thought platform, for only by the platform can we 
reach and arouse the masses of the people. While 
Mrs. Freeman is lifting up our fiag on the Western 
frontier, I shall be pursuing my journey across the 
waters to the splendid host of the Old World, where 
shall be gathered hope, courage, and knowledge for 
many a battle to come. I do not intend to throw 
off the harness. I believe that this liberal inter- 
course between the Old World and the New will be 
an immense benefit to the cause in every land, but 
to us especially in this country will the illustrious 
record of the lands of our ancestry broaden and 
deepen our efforts for mental liberty and progress. 
We need to be cosmopolitan in this great work of 
intellectual and political emancipation. 

Meanwhile E. C. Reichwald will hold the fort at 
141 South Water st., Chicago. Please send in your 
contributions. We wish to push the circulation of 
the “Federation and Union” pamphlet. It is use- 
ful. Besides, we hav work to do in the Wise and 
Fleckten matters, and the Sabbatarians are rushing 
things with fanatical vigor. All over the country 
Sabbath laws are being enacted and enforced. We 
must be prepared to fight at an early date the Na- 
tional Sabbath law, now before Congress. I know 
that times are hard, but we cannot afford to let 
our national organization haul down its colors. We 
must hav the means to maintain our forces. Our 
membership is increasing, and if we only hav the 
treasury to support us we can do a great work. 
Do not fail to communicate with E. C. Reichwald, 
and lend a hand. 

We expect to hold the next national congress at 
New York, and we look forward to a grand rally of 
the Eastern Liberals, so that East and West will 
be united in more cordial relations than ever. 

Let us look to the future. I believe the sum- 
mer's work will bring us to the fall campaign with 
added strength and enthusiasm, and that our ranks 
will be more united than ever, and the means at 
hand more effectual for co-operation and advance. 
SawvzL P. Pournam. 


e 
Feels Happily Paired. 

I rejoice to see “ Self-Contradictions of the 
Bible," compiled by me, and first published in 1860, 
now going hand-in-hand with Paine’s “ Age of Rea- 
son,” both at reduced prices. I feel that Iam happily 
paired. i W. H, Bors. 


ISTHE HOLY BIBLE UNMATLABLE? 


That is to be Made the Issue in the 
J. B. Wise Prosecution. 


ARGUMENT OF COUNSEL ON DEMURRER. 


Motion Made to Quash the Indietment—Un'ted 
States Attorney Perry Ventured No Reply, 
but Judge Foster Did So without Achieving 
Distinguished Success—A Test Case upon 
the Result of Which Many Others Depend. 


The case of the United States vs. Jacob B. Wise 
was called for trial on the 11th instant in the 
United States District Court for the Eastern Divis- 
ion of Kansas. The attorney for Tux Trur SEEKER, 
Adolph Bierck, of New York, appeared on behalf 
of Mr. Wise, and succeeded in raising questions of 
law so that the responsibility for the determination 
whether or not the particular verse of the Bible in- 
volved is obscene and indecent shall rest upon the 
shoulders of the judge, and not upon those of an 
instructed jury. 

Mr. Wise’s counsel, after a consultation, deter- 
mined not to raise any question of fact. There was 
no need of denying any of the allegations of the in- 
dictment except the one charging the obscenity of 
the passage, and that issue was tried as a question 
of law. 

Mr. Bierck took the ground that Mr. Wise had 
done all that the indictment charged, but that nev- 
ertheless he had committed no offense, was guilty 
of no crime, and had done only that which it was 
his right to do. 

A demurrer was therefore interposed, and in 
order to bring up all the questions so that in the 
event of an adverse decision an appeal might be 
maintained, a motion to quash the indictment was 
also made. Mr. Bierck’s argument was largely 
technical. He accepted the situation created by the 
long train of decisions under the Comstock laws, 
and showed that a conviction of Wise must carry 
with it, as a corollary, the exclusion from the mails 
of every book containing the obnoxious passage, and 
the conviction of those mailing it. Mr. Bierck said: 

* The poet Goethe was once invited to attend a 
conference of ministers at Kiel, called for the purpose 
of suppressing obscene literature. Goethe sug- 
gested that they begin with the Bible, and the con- 
ference adjourned. The work thus prematurely aban- 
doned by the conference has been taken up by 
an evangelist clergyman in Industry, Kansas, and he 
now, through the medium of this prosecution, ic- 
vokes the jurisdiction of the District Court of the 
United States for the Eastern Division of Kansas to 
sustain him in his contention that this particular 
verse of the scriptures is obscene and indecent, and 
is unfit for tranemission through the mails. 

* You will observe that this case differs materi- 
ally from the numerous other cases which hav arisen 
under the statute by virtue of which the defendant 
is indicted, in that it dces not call for the services 
of one who can qualify as an expert in what may be 
termed sexual jurisprudence. This case presents 
no such question. There is nothing in the language 
used which contains any suggestion of immorality, 
and if judged by the self-same tests which were 
adopted in the Bennett case, as confirmed in a score 
of later decisions, it will be found to be neither ob- 
scene nor indecent. 

“ Obecene matter, as defined originally in the case 
of the Queen vs. Hicklin, which was followed in the 
Bennett case, is such matter as tends to excite 
libidinous thoughts or impure desires or to deprave 
and corrupt the morals of those whose minds are 
subject to such influences and into whose hands the 
matter may fall. Indecent matter is such as is cal- 
culated to promote the violation of law and the 
general corruption of morals.” 

Counsel cited here a number of decisions and de- 
monstrated that, although the language used was 
extremely coarse and vulgar, it did not come within 
the terms of the definition. He also showed that 
both the statutes and the decisions declared that it 
made no difference whether the matter was written 
or printed, sealed or unsealed ; that it wasnot neces- 
sary that a book or publication should be obscene 
or indecent in its entirety or purpose to be obnox- 
ious to the statutes, and that it sufficed if it con- 
tained a single obscene or indecent passage. 

* Yet here," said Mr. Bierck, * we hav the anom- 


‘olous situation of a Christian minister in an as- 


sumedly Qhristian court attacking as obscene and 


indecent a passage which occurs substantially twice 
in the book which is reverenced and venerated as 
divinely inspired by the believers in the religion of 
which he is a priest. From its very inception this 
prosecution is absurd. It ought never to hav been 
permitted to go beyond the office of the attorney 
for the United States. It ought never to hav been 
permitted to cross the threshold of the grand jury 
room. To highten, were it possible, the intense 
absurdity of the ridiculous prosecution, the learned 
assistant to the attorney for the United Stutes 
bas himself been guilty of the same offense for 
which this defendant is now put on trial. He is in 
the same boat with the defendant. I hold in my 
hand a copy of the identical verse mailed by the 
assistant United States attorney to Mr. Wise.” 

Untrep STATES ATTORNEY PERRY : I think that I shall 
hav to admit that I am an accessory before the fact. 

Mr. Brerox: I do not think that I shall hay you in- 
dicted yet. 

Junar Foster : There you see a distinction. Itmakes 
a great difference that Mr. Mason sent this in the course 
of business and in response to a request. 

Mr. Brox : It was in the course of business and in 
response to Anthony Comstock’s request that Bennett 
mailed the book on which he was convicted. 

Tur Court: I don’t want to hear anything about 
Anthony Comstock or what he did. . 

Mr, Bierce: I presume not. 

Tur Court: Mr. Mason is not in the business of cir- 
eulating such matter. 

Mr. Brerok: Neither does the indictment so charge 
Mr. Wise, and your honor has no right to make such an 
accusation from the bench. 

Counsel then pointed out that the particular 
verse in question had already been declared mail- 
able by the post-office department, and that 
although the official declaration of the assistant at- 
torney general was not sufficient, perhaps, strictly 
to bring the case within the principle of “Stare 
decisis,” yet as this was a criminal prosecution and 
the statute of a highly penal character, it should be 
strictly construed; and if there was any doubt, even 
the slightest, as to whether an offense was com- 
mitted or not, the defendant was entitled to its 
benefit. Counsel then read Attorney-General 
Tyner's letters which appeared in Tux TRUTA SEXKER 
Annvat for 1895, holding that the Bible and an 
abridgment, consisting of a collection of its repre- 
hensible passages, including the one in question, 
were mailable. 

The remainder of the argument consisted of a 
careful examination of the decided cases in their 
present application, and showed conclusivly that it 
must be a straining of the Jaw alone that can war- 
rant the conviction of Mr. Wise, for he is not in- 
dicted under the act of 1888, which deals rather 
with the offense of criminal libel, but under the old 
Comstock act of 1873, which deals with obscenity 
and indecency. 

The attorney for the United States did not ven- 
ture to engage in any argument in open court, but 
merely asked Judge Foster for time to submit a 
brief, and promised to send a copy to Mr. Wise’s 
counsel, who submitted at that time a brief on be- 
half of his client. 

The outlook seems to be that the demurrer will 
be overruled and an appeal will be taken to the 
Circuit Court of Appeals. In the mean time Mr. 
Wise is still out on bail, and his counsel has secured 
the agreement of the United States Attorney and 
the Court that he will not be rearrested and that 
the amount of bis bail will not be increased. 

This is virtually the first of this class of cases, 
and it has been selected as a test case, for it is said 
that there are about twenty-five other cases held in 
abeyance pending the decision of this one. 


News and Notes. 


It was a renewal of old-time campaign fervors to 
address again the Manhattan Liberal Club. This 
is the focus of many a brilliant light, and its illumi- 
nation has gone all over the land. This Club is an 
educational force, and we can say: 

Age cannot wither nor custom stale 

Its infinit variety. 
The audiences are as alert, as inquisitiv, as critical, 
as pugnacious, as eloquent, and as appreciativ as 
ever. It is always a pleasure to greet the intellect- 
ual athlete, and to receive philosophical blows 
straight from the shoulder. It stirs the blood and 
prepares one for any fate. If one can face the 
Liberal Club he need not fear thereafter god, man, 
or devil. This Club well illustrates the glorious 
aphorism of Ingersoll, * Better the storm and tem- 
pest of thought and action than the dead calm of 
ignorance and faith." There is “no dead calm " in 
the Liberal Club, while with the “storm and tem- 
pest" there is plenty of sunshine and glory. 

I gave my lecture on “Bible and Modern 
Thought,” and the occasion to me was a stimulat- 
ing one, not only in giving the address itself, but 
in the reception of the thoughts of others who hay 
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ae ee eine aaa S HN TENOR IMEEM E ITE along the same line of investigation, and 
were able to illuminate the subject from a differ. 
ent point of view. Long life to the Liberal Club 
and its splendid comradeship. 

The Brooklyn Philosophical Association is my 
next point of vantage. Here, indeed, in the City of 
Churches, one seems to stand upon the hights of 
civilization and behold the triumph of philosophy 
and science over ignorance and superstition. Our 
brave leader, Rowley, is admirably adapted to 
maintain the prestige of this advanced company, 
who are constantly on the march, and find no per- 
mauent camping-ground for the human intellect. 

I gave & lecture on “The Uses of Philosophy,” 
and it was probably, take it all round, the most 
radical lecture I hav given, but I found that it was 
cordially accepted on its merits, as an appeal to 
reason and experience and not to any authority, 
theological, philosophizal, or otherwise. The two 
grand uses of philosophy, as distinct from natural 
science, are to teach—first, what can we know? and, 
second, what ought we to dot 

Under the first head, a true philosophy removes 
from the domain of human investigation the words 
“infinit,” “absolute,” «efficient. cause,’ ’ underlying 
unknown “substance,” either of material or mental 
phenomena, “ noumenon " and the “ unknowable.” 

Clearing away these stumbling-bloeks, we hav 


simply material and mental phenomena, known only 
by sensation and reflection, but really known as 


they are. In the original act of consciousness we 
know both the me and the not- -me, and upon this 
original duality of consciousness is built all the 


true knowledge of man of the material world as 
things and processes, in the relations of time and 


space; of the mental world, as a process, not an 
entity, in the relations of time but not of space. 

Of course, true philosophy, as well as true science, 
will result in Atheism and Materialism. "There can 
be no other conclusion It must be conceded that 


material phenomena are the antecedent of mental 
phenomena, and while material phenomena are 
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Atlantic, and I shall do my level best to make 
this journey a golden, shining link of friend- 
ship and good will. My next letter to the readers 
of Tze TaurE Szzxer wil be from across the 
“great pond." I shall describe my voyage through 
storm and ealm. I would like to see the Atlantic 
in its fury and survive to tell of it in “News and 
Notes." SaAwuzL P. Purnam. 


Observations. 


The ease of the Kansas man who committed a 
murder and escaped the penalty of his crime on the 
plea that he was hypnotized by a neighbor, who has 
since been convicted, givs the Dallas Vews a chance 
to inquire if we are going back to the days of sor- 
eery. Following this precedent, the JVews says, 
the phrase “ Being thereunto moved and instigated 
by the devil,” appearing in the indictment, furnishes 
grounds for acquittal. That is logical provided 
that * Being hypnotized and thereunto impelled,” 
or words to that effect, appeared in the indictment 
of the Kansan homicide, which is probably not the 
fact. The acquittal of the accused was based on 
his own testimony that a certain man had controled 
his actions through hypnotic influence; and that 
man was thereupon brought to trial and condemned. 
But the case is still provocativ of thought, for it is 
only a few years ago that a citizen of Massachusetts 
murdered his own offspring, and still fewer years 
since another individual assassinated the president 
of the United States, both testifying under exami- 
nation that they were thereunto inspired by one 
Jehovah. The assassination was thus Jehovah's 
second offense in this country, while sacred history 
convicts him of many more elsewhere. Applying 
the Kansan precedent, or rather subsequent, there 
should hav been an indictment found againat the 
hypnotizer. In ignorance of his full name, Jehovah 
Doe would hav answered the purpose of the legal 
instrument, although due and dilgent research 
might hav failed to reveal his whereabouts. The 
least the authorities could do in the circumstances, 


everywhere in time and space, as we experience it 
and know it, mental phenomena occupy but a very 
small portion of universal existence. So far as we 
know such phenomena are only on this planet. 

On the basis of this mental philosophy, which 
takes in the human mind and the world, there is the 
philosophy of life, of history, and of reform in ac- 
cordance with the great modern doctrin of evolu- 
tion. It teaches that man must depend upon him- 
self, that he is a living power in evolution, that the 
present is connected with all the past, and out of 


it seems to me, would be to offer a reward for his 
apprehension and to warn the public against his 
malign influence. But what course did they pur- 
sue? They put Freeman in a lunatic asylum, 
hanged Guiteau, and thanked God for everything. 
But Jehovah should avoid Kansas. l 
In one of his lectures Colonel- Ingersoll tells the 
story of a Catholic who murdered a laboring man 
and ate his sandwiches, throwing away the meat 


the present flows all the future. 


masses. 
without a commonwealth of freethinking, scientific 
men and women. Freethought is, therefore, the 


supreme reform. 


‘I was glad to find that President Rowley, in his 


able address on this occasion, fully agreed with my 


fundamental points, although we had never com- 


pared notes on the matter. This shows that those 


who try to think clearly, and without prejudice, are 
pretty sure to come to the same conclusion, and 


that truth therefore is not simply individual, but 
universal, à common possession reached by common 
methods. 

Bidding farewell to the many comrades of the 
Brooklyn Association, I wend my way over to New- 
ark and here greet another company of stalwarts, 
with President Bird at the front. I giv my lecture, 
“Rome or Reason—Which?” It was followed by 
a lively discussion, participated in by a Roman 
Catholie who, as usual, gave the lie to all my state- 
ments, but, fortunately, he could not use the sword. 


The Newark League is progressing. I couldn't 


hav found a better audience for my farewell lecture. 
I had the hearty hand-shake and the good wishes 
of all for my voyage. 


I spent the evening after the lecture with Mr. Bird 


and family, where the Secular Pilgrim is always re- 
galed with good things. I was glad to meet the 
little Infidel, Eva Ingersoll Bird, fifteen months old, 
whose fair face, bright eyes, and jolly laugh be 
token her a true descendent of Freethought an- 
cestry. "These pleasant visions of friendship will 
accompany me on my journey, and make me look 
forward to a joyous return from the glories of the 
Old to those of the New. 

Besides those who hav already lent a hand to 
this international union of Freethought forces, are 
Dr. W. T. Carter, A. Burstrom, J. E. Palanca, A. W. 
Cheever, J. E. Martin, L. Schlegel, Ira Adams, An- 
drew Beveridge, Mrs. L. P. Longley, Wm. J. Jones, 
B. Anderson, Jonathan Wells, J. T, Johnson, Henry 
Bird, Thos. Tripp, Wm. Bondies, E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Joseph Wenzel, John Diamond, L. D. Crine, “A 
Friend,” Robert Thorne, William Smith, and 
Thomas Holly. I feel assured of generous sup- 


port both on this side and the other side of the 


The true political 
reform must be in the individuals and not in the 
The best form of government is valueless 


because the day was Friday, when it is irreligious 
to eat flesh. I hav always regarded the story as a 
parable, but it might hav been the record of an ac- 
tual occurrence. At a rifle range in this city, last 
Sunday, Charles Schwab, treasurer of the Germania 
Schitzen Bund, was shot in the head by a customer 
who was firing at a target. The shooter was not 
taken into custody, but the police arrested the man 
in charge of the gallery for violation of the Sunday 


law! 


The Rev. Wm. R. Goss, a Methodist minister of 
Kingston, N. Y., was tried a few days ago on 
charges of immorality ; ; a certain Miss Craft, de- 
scribed as a beautiful Jaik girl, being mentioned 
in the indictment. Goss was found guilty on gen- 
eral principles, but the girl cleared herself by pro- 
curing the testimony of four physicians that she 
was innocent. How much such testimony is worth 
everybody is at liberty to guess, for few doctors 
would testify against the character of a young girl 
on the strength of what they might be able to ascer- 
tain in the way indicated. But hav we not a great 
system of jurisprudence when women may be sub- 
jected to that sort of inspection in order to white- 
wash the character of some rake of a parson? In- 
deed we hav. Even if the doctors had not found 
what Goss’s lawyer called the “sign manual of 
Almighty God as to her purity," tbat would not 
hav either cleared or incriminated him, for there are 
other men and women in the parish of Kingston. 
The girl was not on trial, but Goss, and it is prob- 
ably a very fortunate thing for him and numerous 
other ministers that * the sign manual of Almighty 
God,” whatever that is, cannot be put in evidence 
as to their own innocence or guilt. The Methodists 
of Kingston may hav a right to know whether or not 
their pastor isa moral man, but neither they nor the 
doctors, nor the court, hav the right to inspect ihe 
sign manual of Almighty God bestowed upon Miss 
Craft in evidence of her purity ; and no man nota 
parson, and conscious of his own guilt, would accept 
an acquittal, under circumstances which made that 
sort of infamy necessary, when he could avoid it by 
pleading guilty to the other counts in the indictment. 


When a Freethinker comes to the end of life and 


* 
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existence elsewhere, it pleases the religious person. 
to say that the deceased has “died as the beast 
dieth." Apart from the fact that they are conscious 
of the approach of death and that they comment 
more or less philosophieally upon that event, I sup- 
pose it may be admitted that all men die as beasts 
die, the processes of dissolution being substantially 
the same throughout the animal world. But that 
is not what the religious person means. His inti- 
mation is that all unbelievers are beasts. If he 
intended that his language should embody a state- 
ment of scientific fact or natural truth, he would 
repeat it, with terms changed to accord with the 
circumstances, when a new life is announced. For 
“begotten as the beast is begotten” or “born 
as the beast is born” is so indisputably true as to 
be a superfluous remark. Christians get here by 
the process common to mammals; aud saying noth- 
ing about the paternity of Christ, it has not been 
asserted that his birth was out of the ordinary 
course of nature, though it might be urged that he 
was born in the manger of a beast. The orthodox 
innuendo, «Died as the beast dieth," expresses 
nothing but the malice of the brute who utters it. 

Says the Rev. Samuel Jones: “ Establish the fact 
that men can think as they please, and with that 
you establish the fact that they can act as they 
please.” As Mr. Jones does not approve of free 
thinking it is to be inferred that he regards its re- 
sult, free acting, as undesirable. We do not reach a 
true notion of what a jail of a thing religion is until 
we hit something like the forgoing quotation from 
the remarks of the Georgia evangelist. This man 
is unable to think of a human being as otherwise 
than a criminal In his mind we are a set of sav- 
ages whose hearis thirst for gore, burn with lust. 
and contract with covetousness. Left to himself 
each would murder his brother, slander his sister, 
and rob his own valise. That, we must conclude, 
is the kind of man Sam Jones is naturally, but hav- 
ing immured himself in this jail of belief he is re- 
strained from following his depraved impulses. 
ean gaze between the bars of his prison, shake his 
club at the free citizen, cast lewd eyes upon the 
womenfolks, close his fist as though it contained 
the wealth of others which he covets, and roar 
about what he would do except for the chains that 
bind him. Being that sort of man, or deluding 
himself into the belief that he is, he cannot under- 
stand why everybody else should not seek the secur- 
ity offered by his jail. In his case superstition per- 
forms imperfectly the office of what in rational peo- | 
ple is recognized as respect for the rights of others, 
founded in the knowledge that invasion would for- 
feit their own claim tofreedom. But Mr. Jones has 
stated the Freethought position accurately, as I 
understand it. That every man shall do as he 
pleases is my notion of the best possible adjustment 
of humar relations. If that state of affairs existed, 
there would be no offenses against person or prop- 
erty, for no one would please to serve as the victim. 
Theologians and moralists hav bungled the scheme 
by saying that & man may do as he pleases so long 
as he pleases to do right; then they hav assumed 
the burden of instructing him as to what is right, 
which consists in doing what they please rather 
than what he pleases. And there you hav it ina 
nutshell. 


He 


The late Charles H. Reisser, of Philadelphia, had 
long entertained the wish that after death his body 
might be cremated. He so instructed his family, 
and the latter promised to respect his will in that 
regard. Mr. Reisser was a member of two Masonic 
lodges, which organizations declined to attend his 
funeral on the ground that cremation was not a 
* Christian” form of burial. In order to secure 
the attendance of the Masons, therefore, and pre- 
sumably the death benefits, the family of the de- 
ceased were obliged to abandon their original in- 
tentions; the funeral was held with Masonic incan- 
tations and the body placed in a vault. 

What constitutes Christian burial it is of course 
the privilege of Christians to decide, though from 
an exterior point of view it appears just as relig- 
ious to be quickly consumed by heat as slowly de- 
voured by worms. But whether it is or not, no 
one is likely to deny that disregard for the wishes 
of the dead and their near friends, especially if 
those wishes conflict with whiskered superstitions, 
is pious cut of sight. In fact, it is so eminently 
Christian that although the Masons are the enemies 
of the Reman church—herditary, excommunicate, 
and essentially damned—the Catholic Review can 
not refrain from applauding the recreant Philadel- 
phia lodges. Jubeli, jubelo, jube hoc est corpus. 

Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


s. P. Putnam sailed for Europe last Wednesday on the 


Jets go without expressing the hope of a further | City of Berlin. 
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Letters of Friends. 


How Is the Milwaukee League ? 
Minwavsree, Wis., April 4, 1895. 

Mr. EprroR: The Cream City has its 
great share of churches, the Roman Cath- 
olie being the largest. The ministers con- 
tinue to add variety to their work by giv- 
ing a series of lectures to young women, 
or to young men, etc. The lectures to 
young women hav a great tendenoy to 
make women contented with a mere aim- 
less life and to discourage any advance- 
ment or ambition they may hav. They 
are not in favor of girls following any call- 
ing for which they may be fitted. It has 
been frequently remarked to me that wo- 
men who devote their time and attention 
to some particular pursuit do not hav suf- 
ficient time to devote to their spiritual 
welfare. 

Mr. R. G. Ingersol} delivered a lecture 
here some time ago on ‘‘ The Bible.” As 
I was engaged in teaching that evening I 
could not attend. However, it was con- 
sidered a great success by the intelligent 
people who attended, and it was said that 
the argument was forcible and convincing. 

I wish to inquire if there areany Liberal 
organizations in Milwaukee, as I hav not 
been able to learn of any. 

I would like to say to the readers of Taz 
Truta SEEKER that as I am a certificated 
teacher of the Benn Pitman system of 
phenography, I would like to giv instruc- 
tion by mail to afew who would like the 
study. A course of home instruction will 
be equal to that given in many of the 
business colleges. At present I am en- 
gaged in teaching the shorthand and writ- 
ing department of the Milwaukee Business 
University. Should any one contemplate 
the study of phonography, I would be 
glad to giv information as to what course 
of study it would be best to pursue. 

Yours for reform, 
LEONORA STOCKINGER, 

528 Milwaukee street. 

[There is, or was, a Liberal society in 
Milwaukee. Write to Prof. A. B. Sever- 
ance, 195 Fourth street. —Ep. T. S.] 


With Western Improvements. 


Joun Day, Or., March 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose herewith twenty- 
five cents for the ANNvAL, as I do not care 
to miss any of Mr. G. Macdonald’s writ- 
ings. His true Western style, mingled 
with his sarcasm, strikes us Western read- 
ers of your paper about right, and his 
**Observations" are missed very much 
whenever they don't appear in Tug TRUTH 
Seeger. We hav been pestered during 
the winter with a specimen of a ‘‘ true 
Western reretormed revivalist, a fellow 
that, for unadultered gall and cheek, would 
be hard to beat. The more intelligent 
ones of this community soon had him rated 
about right, as an ex sheepherder from 
Montana, who had ‘‘blown in" his sum- 
mer wages and was bumming his way 
through the winter on the strength of his 
** gift of gab" and the softness of a few 
followers of the low and meekly Jesus. 
According to his own statements he must 
hav been, what we term out west, ‘‘A hard 
old pill," and of the very material to make 
a No. 1 revivalist. He succeeded in mak- 
ing several converts, mostly children and 
old women, besides furnishing the boysa 
good butt for ridicule. I think that a 
healthy Liberal lecturer would meet with 
a hearty welcome in this region next sum- 
mer, a8 Mrs. Krekel, Mr. Putnam, and 
others, having been through here during 
the last few years, hav sown the seeds of 
Freethought which hav borne good fruit. 
I hope to be able to send you the names 
of a few new subscribers shortly. You 
may send a sample copy to each of the in- 
closed names. I also make it a point to do 
all the missionary work I can for the cause 
by loaning Tae TnauTH Saexer after read- 
ng it, and my '* Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” which I received last fall, 
has not been home for over two months, 
which goes to show that Freethought lit- 

erature is somewhat ia demand out here, 

Truly yours, Onas. G. CaspARY. 


Àn Apology. 
QLENVILLE, O., April 12, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I owe Mr. Chas. O. Hays 
see Tun TRUTH SEEKER of March 30th) 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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an apology. My article, ‘Truth About 
the Tariff” (issue of March 2d), was writ- 
ten with insufficient knowledge. For 
thirty years now I hav studied the tariff 
question to the best of my ability, and 
supposed that I had made myself acquaint- 
ed with the arguments urged in defense of 
the proteotiv system. It was proteotion- 
ism ‘‘as she is taught” that I had in mind, 
and I flattered myself that long and pa- 
tient study had given me a fair knowledge 
of how she is taught. But by some mig- 
chance I was in utter ignorance of Mr. 
Hays's great work, in which he, no doubt, 
givs what I hav ransacked largelibrariesto 
find—a solid, logical, irrefragable argu- 
ment for protection, ‘‘ whole as some se- 
rene oreation minted in the golden moods 
of sovereign artists," 

If he has done so (as I do not doubt), 
he has done what many men hav labored 
in vain to do, and has made himself a name, 
and the fact that I am ignorant of his work 
is discreditable to me. Not to know him 
argues myself unknown. But if he has 
done 80 (a8 we must believe), he has done 
himself injustice in not getting his book 
properly before the world. For many 
years I hav been on the watch for such a 
work, and am sure I should hav known of 
it if it had been properly pushed. But 
Mr. Hays has done the world a greater 
wrong than himself. For the world needs 
the book more than Mr. Hays needs the 
honor and glory and wealth to be derived 
from it. If protection is to endure it must 
be defended by argument. It must appeal 
with convincing force to the reason and 
conscience of mankind. Its champions 
must show that the system is founded in 
truth and is consistent with the established 
principles of liberty and justice. Now 
the opinion widely prevails that no man of 
first-rate ablity has ever undertaken to de- 
fend protection; that protectionism as a 
body of doctrin is to be ranked with such 
beliefs as witchoraft and Christianity. And 
if Mr. Hays has shown that this opinion is 
erroneous he has no right to hide so great 
a light under a bushel; to do so is to de- 
fraud his fellow-men. 

I must say that personally I feel ag- 
grieved at Mr. Hays's negligence, but hav 
no malice in my nature. I war upon creeds 
and not upon men. While I denounce 
the Christian religion as unspeakably 
wicked and cruel as well as absurd, I 
would not hold the little finger of the most 
bigoted and incorrigible Christian in the 
flame of a lamp one minute. I shall find 
it easy to forgiv Mr. Hays if he will at this 
late day kindly make accessible the knowl- 
edge heretofore concealed (from me at 
least) in his great but unknown book. 
And after I hav done myself the honor of 
reading the book and being convinced of 
the error of free trade theories and the 
glorious beauty and truth of protectionism, 
I will do all in my power to spread the 
light of this new gospel that is to redeem 
mankind. 

There hav been great thinkersand great 
protectionists; but the great thinkers hav 
not, I think, as a rule, been protectionists, 
nor the great protectionists, thinkers, By 
showing that at least one great protection- 
ist is also a great thinker, Mr. Hays will 
vindicate his right to be enrolled among 
the benefactors of the race. 


** On earth there's nothing great but man; 
In man there's nothing great but mind,” 


A. F. HAMILTON, 


the Salina Union on free speech and a free 
press. In that article I was perfectly non- 
partisan, that is, attacked no class in par- 
ticular, but did not get a hearing. In that 
article I said: ‘The Constitution guaran- 
tees the right of free speech and a free 
press, yet there are individuals and classes 
all over this broad land of ours that would 
‘nullify all these principles upon which our 
free government is founded, and the per- 
sons or Glass that make the attempt ought 
to be branded as traitors to this country.” 
Now, the editor of that paper knew that 
the above was the truth, but he would not 
insert the communication. Just a week or 
two before offering this article I noticed 
among what purported to be ‘‘ pert” say- 
ings in the same paper, ‘‘ Don’t argue with 
the Infidel.” Much logic in that saying! 
Some of these local editors say when we 
go to them, ‘‘Oh, we must be conserva. 
tiv,” but are they? The other side can get 
into these papers the most bigoted, illog- 
ical, tyrannical things imaginable, without 
a murmur. The facts are, they are noth- 
ing but stool-pigeons for would-be tyrants. 
I never subscribed for a local paper until 
after I got to canvassing for books, and 
then only in a business way, for I had such 
8 poor opinion of their course. But let us 
be charitable and keep trying them occa- 
sionally with a Liberal article, and, once 
in a while, write to the Liberal press and 
report just how well you hav succeeded; 
nothing gets away with a person faster, 
who won’t do justice, than to tell it pub- 
liely. Then another good plan would be 
to go to all the editors ina town and get 
them to agree to publish a series of articles 
on a given subject, one to appear in each 
paper of the town until all hav been served 
with one. The editors would see at once 
that this would not giv the bigot any 
chance to show his spite by giving his com- 
petitors the advantage, and would leave 
them absolutely free. Of course we 
desire to use the local paper only for 
something of a local nature [unless they 
comment on affairs of wider interest]. 
And another good plan would be to hav 
the Liberal editor send the local editor a 
marked copy of the issue in which you 
criticise him. 

Mr. Editor, I hav some news items that 
ought to hav gone to the local editor, but 
I feel a little discouraged about sending 
anything more to him at present. The 
baseball season has opened here. They 
will meet regularly every Sunday during 
the season, notwithstandiug the Rev. Mr. 
Mucklow was overheard to say ‘‘ that he 
had money to put up to say that there 
would be less baseball playing on Sunday 
this year than last." The New Cambria 
Literary Society adopted a rule this winter 
not to allow anything of a religious ohar- 
acter to be discussed, yet these same Chris- 
tians hav the audacity to boast **of our 
free institutions and of our Christian civ- 
ilization, and that our forefathers were all 
good Ohristians,” notwithstanding our 
forefathers gave us a Constitution in favor 
of free speech and a free prese, which their 
society would deny and eschew. 

Joan W. ABBOTT. 


But Mr. Bierck was Substantially Right. 


CoscoB, Conn., April 12, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: One of those everlasting 
falsehoods that occasionally descend even 
upon the most sincere truth seeker, has 
‘crawled into Mr. Bierck’s excellent ad- 
dress, printed in your issue of the 13th. 
It is a quotation from the alleged **blue 
laws of the dominion of New Haven," in 
the following words: **No one shall travel, 
cook victuals, make bread, sweep houses, 
cut hair, or shave on the Sabbath day; no 
one shall cross a river on Sunday but an 
authorized clergyman; no one shall kiss 
his wife, her husband, or child on the Sab- 
bath, or on fasting days. The Sabbath 
day shall commence at sunset on Satur- 
day." 

There are plenty of well-founded charges 
against the Puritans of New England; but 
these alleged blue laws never existed. 
They were forged by a lying scoundrel of 
an Episcopalian parson named Samuel 
Peters, rector of a little church in Hebron, 
Conn , who was run out of that town in 
1774 for being a bitter Tory. He ran 
away to Boston and thence to England, 


Local Editors a Queer Lot. 


New Campari, KAN., March 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Some time ago Mr. Groh 
suggested utilizing the local press so far 
a8 possible in spreading Liberal principles, 
The suggestion is a very good one, but, 
generally speaking, you will find the edi- 
tors of those papers natrow-minded, weak- 
kneed, backboneless. My experience with 
them is not very flattering. We circulated 
a petition in Salina against the Blair bill 
some years back, and a Rev, Mr. Chitten- 
den attacked me personally in every paper 
in the town. There was only one of them 
that willingly allowed me to reply, and one 
other was persuaded to giv me a hearing 
only when I took some of my friends up to 
the office and very kindly told the editor 
that if he did not giv me a hearing in self- 
defense he could stop our papers. Not 
long since I wrote & short article for 


where, in 1781, he published his ** General 


History of Connecticut." Peters was a 
thoroughbred, congenital, constitutional, 
up-and-down liar; he was like Hudibras, 
— for profound 
And solid lying, much renowned. 

He called himself LL.D., but he never 
had any degree of any kind, unless these 
initials may be taken to mean, Lies Like 
the Devil. His book is sticky with false- 
hoods. The luxuriant superfluity of his 
lying may be judged by the description in 
his book of Bellows Falls in the Connecti- 
cut river, where he says the water is so 
compressed between the rocky sides of the 
falls that ‘‘no iron crow can be forced into 
it" and ‘‘the stream is harder than 
marble.” 

If I had time, and you space, I would 
quote some more of the gambols in un- 
truthfulness of this pious man. But my 
only object is to explain to you that he got 
up all these yarns of his about blue laws 
out of sheer hatred to the **rebels" of old 
Connecticut. The early laws of Conneot- 
icut, as well as those of Massachusetts, 
were, to some extent, harsh and unreason- 
able, but not so much so as those of some 
other colonies, or of England, as I could 
easily prove. Of course you are not to 
blame for Mr. Bierok's misstatement, and 
he was, doubtless, no more to blame then 
you. So this note is only to inform you in 
advance, in case Lying Sam Peters's for- 
geries should appear before you again, as 
they are pretty certain to do. 


Very truly yours, PRIGGLES. 


[We are aware of the verbal exaggera- 
tions contained in the writings of the Rev. 
Mr. Peters, ss we presume Mr. Bierck was 
also, but the fact remains that the popular 
understanding of the New England '* Blue 
Laws” is substantially correct, as we 
showed in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of January 
20 and 27, 1894, to which '' Priggles” is 
referred for fuller particulars upon which 
our conclusion is based. We then quoted 
this from Alice Morse Earle’s '' Sabbath 
in Puritan New England:" ** Though these 
laws were worded by Dr. Peters, and 
though we are disgusted to hear them so 
often quoted as historical facts, still we 
must acknowledge that though in detail 
not correot, they are in spirit true records 
of the old Puritan laws which were en- 
acted to enforce the strict and decorous 
observance of the Sabbath, and which 
were valid not only in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, but in other New England 
states. Even a careless glance at the his- 
torical records of any old town or church 
will giv plenty of details to prove this,” 
For some of these details we refer **Prig- 
gles” to Miss Earle's work above men- 
tioned, beginning at page 245, and to “A 
Critical History of Sunday Legislation,” 
by Rev. A H. Lewis, D.D., page 186 and 
following. Perhaps our Connecticut cor- 
respondent thinks that the assertion that 
a man could hav been punished for kissing 
his wife on Sunday is particularly rich in 
the ‘‘luxuriant superfluity " of its lying, 
but nevertheless at least one man wae 
punished for just that offenss, although 
in Massachusetts instead of Connecticut. 
Miss Earle relates that Captain Kemble, 
of Beston, was in 1656 **set for two hours 
in the public stocks for his ‘lewd and un- 
seemly behavior,’ which consisted in his 
kissing his wife ‘publicquely’ upon the 
Sabbath day, upon the doorstep of his 
hous?, when he had just returned from a 
voyage and absence of three years.” Sey- 
eral Connecticut statutes, enacted both 
before and after the union of New Haven 
with that colony, punished non-attendance 
at church on Sunday, while the code of 
1778 punished by a fine of five shillings 
whoever was absent from his house on 
Sunday except in attendance at church or 
from ‘‘necessity.". Whipping, twenty 
stripes or less, was the penalty for the 
non-payment of the fines provided for by 
this code. New Haven and Connecticut 
were united under one government in 
1665. One of the laws of New Haven 
decreed death as the penalty for the viola- 
tion of the Sabbath law of the colony, if 
it was proved that the culprit had engaged 
in work or recreation on Sunday “‘ proudly, 
presumptuously, or with a high hand." 
From all of which it appears that Rev. Mr. 
Peters kept much nearer to the truth in 
his ‘‘yarns” about the New England 
* Blue Laws" than the average minister 
does in writing about heretios, — Ep, T. S,] 
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Seen by a Looker-on, 
New York, April 19, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: On Tuesday evening, 
April 9, the New York Microscopical So- 
ciety held in the Museum of Natural His- 
tory, Central Park, its sixteenth annual 
exhibition, and through the courtesy of a 
member of a prominent committee, I was 
permitted to be present. This Society, com- 
pared with such metropolitan sooial mis- 
carriages as ‘‘The Tough Club,” the 
** Merry Growlers,” the ‘‘ High Rollers,” 
the Society of Tammany, and the Union 
Theological Seminary, is of vast useful- 
ness, 

The entire building was brilliantly 
lighted and the spacious second floor was 
filled with tables and about 150 micro- 
scopes, and eager members of the society 
exhibited to their inquiring friends some 
of the marvels the microscope reveals. This 
masterful invention shows us that we liv 
in the midst of an infinit world, and that 
a speck, uninteresting to the naked eye, 
beneath the microscope at once becomes a 
subject of wonder and often of beauty. A 
tadpole, ordinarily, is a repulsiv, slimy 
looking thing, but when we see a colorless 
flaid, its blood, flakily - something like the 
links of a chain—coursing in circuitous 
routes through its tail, it makes us won- 
der if even the tadpole, in its relation to 
the earth and the universe, is not of as 
much importance as even man, who is re- 
puted to be created in the image of God, 
and by self-decree is declared to be the 
masterpiece of all animal organisms. 

The thousand-eyed one-eye of the house 
fly also makes our dull members shrink 
from comparison with that which enables 
its sprightly possessor to easily escape our 
slow attempts to capture it. So far as we 
know, our one point of superiority to our 
microscopical brethren, as well as the pon- 
derous elephant, the fleet horse, the spry 
Squirrel, etc., is our plotting, tricky 
brain, f 

These are but hints as to the revelations 
on exhibition. There were shown many 
crystals of metals and chemical com- 
pounds, with their beautiful colorings 
and regularity of forms. To exhibit a 
trout seven days old was the pleasure of 
one of the young scientists. The little fel- 
low, about half an inch long to the unaided 
eye, beneath the glass was vigorously 
working its gills and twitching nervously, 
perhaps looking for a fly on a hook. 

One exhibit, however, was unnecessary, 
as its kind is too much in evidence to re- 
quire the assistance of a microscope. They 
are sure to be seen and admired wherever 
they appear, although microscopical 
science wil hav to make still further 
strides before they will be understood in 
all of their relations to the beauteous ob- 
jects that charm the eye of man. This ex- 
hibit was the picture of a young woman, 
but here, nnlike the trout and tadpole, na- 
lure was conventionalized. Climatic and 
Parisian influences and false modesty had 
drawn the curtain over this exhibit so 
that all there was to admire was a lovely 
face and the frills and puckers and laces 
from the Sixth-avenue dry-goods stores, 

As was to be expected, there was a mole- 
cule there from the Manhattan Liberal 
Club coquetting with the microbes and 
crystals. The frequenters of the club do 
not need to be told that the one referred 
to is everybody’s friend and the monarch 
of brains, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. An op- 
portunity to examin microscopically cell 
life and learn’ new facts from. which to 
draw conclusions concerning evolution 
was not to be missed by him. The man- 
agers of the exhibition were probably in a 
state of Agnosticism toward their distin- 
guished visitor. To the writer, even a 
view of the segmenting eggs of most prim- 
itive backboned animals did not possess 
such interest as did the studious patience 
and gentleness this scientific investigator 
displayed in his search after new or addi- 
tional facts. Mr. Wakeman says, ‘‘ Let us 
progress,” believing the problem of the 
origin of animal life can be solved or the 


solution approached much nearer than we. 


are now. I venture to say no person there 
looked through more glasses that night 
than he. There are probably clergymen 
who would teach the rising generation to 
look upon this man asa demon, because 
he, after years of scholarly research, says 
he can find nota particle of evidence in 
contemporary languages that such 8 per- 
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son as Jesus Christ ever did liv. To di- 
gress: Nobody believes now that such a 
person as Uncle Sam or as John Bull livs 
or ever did liv. Nevertheless, a thousand 
years hence, without the present facilities 
of the printing-press and the more general 
enlightened condition of the people, Uncle 
Sam and John Bull might be made to ap- 
pear as actual persons of the present time. 

Daring the evening there were two lec- 
tures; one on the cons'ruotion and history 
of the microscope, and the other by Prof. 
Bickmore, the pictorian. His subject was 
** Recent Advances in Visual Instruction.” 
He presented scenes along the Hudson, 
showing the lake wherein rises the Hud- 
son river and the beginning of the river, 
apparently four to ten feet wide. Because 
ihe water in the lake is 80 pure it is called 
tears from the clouds. He suggested it 
would be wise to conduct this limitless 
supply of pure water to the cities along 
ihe Hudson. One wintry scene among 
forests in Maine was so natural and pretty 
io look upon that it caused the sturdy 
axmen to appear as if enjoying a winter 
pleasure resort. He says man has in all 
ages been leveling forests, but the bulge 
on the blade of the axe, to throw out the 
chip, is claimed to be a Yankee invention. 

L. D. ORINE. 


A Timely Demand for Fair Play. 
Cocoanut Grove, Fra., April 2, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: It might seem presumptu- 

eus for an obscure individual to criticise 
such a paper as Public Opinion; but hav- 
ing taken and carefully read it eight or 
nine years, nd not finding it, as I thought, 
complying with its promises or state- 
ments regarding itself, was it amiss to 
write just once as [did and say so? The 
letter and what followed may be of suf- 
ficient interest to publish in Tax Trora 
SEEKER: 


Pusri10 Opinion Company: Inclosed 
find $t. Oredit this on my subscription, 
and please stop the paper when the time 
for which this dollar will pay expires, with- 
out further notice from me. My reason 
for stopping the paper may or may not be 
of interest, nevertheless I will giv it to 
you. Itis because you do not keep the 
promises you make to your subscribers. 

You promis to giv ‘‘all sides of every 
great question, and every shade of every 
faith.” I hav taken your paper, I believe, 
eight or nine years. In former years 
Public Opinion was fairer than it is now. 
It did once in along while giv the views 
of evolutionists, but even that has died 
out. The paper seems to hav been cap- 
tured by priests to publish their sophistries, 
and the real scientific view of religion is 
as rigidly excluded as if no such thing ex- 
isted. I will try to make my meaning 
plain: The New York Observer, a relig- 
ious paper, as quoted in Public Opinion, 
May 10th, two or three years ago, said: 
‘s Scientists are almost universally Ag- 
nosties." Admitted— well this Agnostic 
view of religion, which is the almost uni- 
versal scientific belief, you hav never once 
given a fair hearing. I defy you to show 
that you hav allowed the essential argu- 
ments of one of that faith to be copied 
into your paper in the last eight years. 
You hav allowed bigots to garble their 
sayings and denounce them, but fairly 
quoted their arguments you hav not. Are 
not scientists a respectable class of people? 
Why should they be denied a hearing and 
almost constantly denounced ? 

There is another mode of reasoning you 
exclude just as rigidly as the scientific 
view, There are zealous, earnest men 
who take the book upon which the priests 
rely, and show that it contradicts itself 
hundreds of times, and teaches many great 
immoralities, and is inconsistent with 
proven facts; yet you allow nothing of that 
to be quoted in Public Opinion, 

There is still a milder view than the 
Agnostie's, which is excluded. This is 
represented by Professor Le Comte in his 
book—‘‘ Evolution as Related to Religious 
Thoughts "—showing that evolution proves 
that man came up, and disproves the fall 
through Adam, the corner-stone of the 
Christian religion. 

When all these different faiths and 
modes of reasoning are rigidly excluded, 
what becomes of your statement every 
week that Public Cpinion represents 
“all sides of every great question, and 
every shade of every faith?" I claim it 
ean be shown and proven that you exclude 
from your paper all reasoning and argu- 
ment that would show the true logic of the 
foundation principle of morality, as de- 
monstrated by science and proven by 
facts; but you fill your columns about 
fifty-two times a year with the swashy 
sophistries of ministers and priests, try- 
ing to support their positions in their 
fight against science and common sense, 
and deny science and common sense & 
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hearing, and then pose every week before 
the public as giving ‘‘all sides of every 
great question, and every shade of every 
faith.” 

Iu summing up, truth requires it to be 
said that you constantly conceal the logic 
of proven facts, and unceasingly publish 
the sophistries of superstition. Of course 
it is well known to you and unnecessary 
for me to say, that there are many able 
journals published every week that advo- 
eate the true logic of these scientific prin- 
ciples mentioned; but every word from 
them, and their very names, are as rigidly 
excluded as if the world did not contain 
them. I will mention the names of a few 
of these papers: Tan TauTE Srexur, New 
York; Independent Pulpit, Waeo, Tex.; 
Invvestigator, Boston, and many others. 

Advice gratis is not usually valned, but 
without making any charge I would advise 
you to withdraw your promis, or try io 
comply with it. Very respectfully, 

Samvrt RHODES. 


In reply I received this: 


WasnrNGTON, March 15, 1895. 
SaAwvEL RHoprs, Cocoanut Grove, Fla.: 
Replying to your letter of Feb. 18th, we 
think that you hav probably found some 
Liberal matter in the religious depart- 
ment in recent iesues of Public Opinion. 
We would say that your letter did not 
reach the editorial rooms until after the 
matter for the religious department in our 
present issue was already in type. 
Thanking you for writing us so frankly, 
we are, very truly, Ernest E. RUSSELL, 
Editor Public Opinion. 
I replied: 
Cocoanut Grove, Fr4., March 30, 1895. 
Mr. Ernest E. Russert, Editor of Pub- 
lie Opinion; Thanks for courteons reply 
to my criticism of Public Opinion, Also 
for publishing quotations expressing Lib- 
eral sentiments in issue of March 21st, 
especially quotation from the Christian 
Register, with regard to blasphemy. If 
you ever come to Biscayne Bay I hope 
you will call and see mo. 
Very truly yours, Samozn RHopzs. 


What resulted? Mr. Russell took my 
advice, and withdrew the promis, as can 
be seen by consulting issues of March 14th 
and 21st. 

In issue of March 2ist appeared this 
from Christian Register, Unitarian, Bos- 
ton: ‘Colonel Ingersoll’s lectures, though 
they may offend good taste, are not any 
more blasphemous than a theology which 
made God a cruel devil and the majority 
of mankind the victims of his unrighteous 
hatred. For ministers who preach such 
doctrins to accuse Colonel Ingersoll of 
blasphemy is a parody on reverence.”’ 

This, I will venture to assert, is the 
most radical sentiment that ever appeared 
in Public Opinion. I think Liberals 
might unite in saying: ''Small favors 
thankfully received, larger ones in pro- 
portion." In conclusion, I would ask, 
How can a respectable journal honestly or 
consistently pretend to represent intelli- 
gent public opinion while it taboos the 
logic and conclusions of the most eminent 
scientists, scholars, and philosophers the 
earth has ever produced, such as Hum- 
boldt, Haeckel, Huxley, Tyndall, and 
Biichner?—men whose logic and conclu- 
sions rest on proven facts alone. 

Samvrt RHOoDES. 
—— 


Mortuary—J. L. Tompkins. 


Des Mornes, Ia., April 12, 1895. 

J. L. Tompkins, the outspoken Liberal, 
cf Lake City, Iowa, died April 1, 1895, 
aged 78 years and 2 days. He leaves a 
wife, one daughter, and three grandchil- 
dren to mourn his loss. 

In the early part of his life, Mr. Tomp- 
kins leaned strongly toward Universalism, 
but never became a member of that or any 
other church. Paine’s ''Age of Reason” 
caused him to doubt, and later on Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER cleared away the mists ; he 
has taken it regularly for a period of about 
eighteen years. The Independent Pulpit 
was a favorit of his, as was also the Free- 
thought Magazine. 

Mr. Tompkins was highly esteemed in 
the community where he resided. He was 
a kind-hearted and moral man, honest in 
all business transactions and prompt to 
meet his obligations. 

The funeral services were held at the 
residence, and suffice it to say, no preacher 
was present. All preparations had been 
previously made by himself, and his direc- 
tions were fulfilled to the letter. Three 
years prior to his death he selected an 
article from Tum TaurH SEEKER to be 
read at his funeral, also a poem from a 
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Liberal work. These pieces, together 
with appropriate music on the piano, con- 
stituted the entire services. 

Mr. Tompkins believed in neither gods, 
devils, heaven nor hell. He was not with- 
out faults, yet generosity, kindness, and 
integrity were prominent among his char- 
acteristics ; and withal he possessed the 
Courage to defend his priuciples. 

He died as he lived, a Libera! thinker. 
He was conscious to the very last, and a 
few hours before his death he said sub- 
stantially, **Tell Mr. F—— [a Christian 
with whom he had previously conversed] 
that I hav no fear of death. I do not 
wish to liv any longer, and as for the fu- 
ture I'm not concerned whether T liv 
hereafter or not.” N. ZADIKER. 


WILLIAM W. WEST. 
Forrst Grove, OR., April 10, 1895. 

Mr. Evrtor: I received a telegram on 
the 28th of March to go to Scappoose and 
take charge of the funeral exercises of our 
well known and much respected friend and 
brother, Wm. W. West, who departed 
this life March 27th, aged 66 years 1 month 
and 23 days. 

He was a man of marked character and 
sterling merit. He was strong in his con- 
victions of justice and truth, and was 
brave enough to stand by his convictions. 
He was well known as a Freethinker, and 
in the last conversation of auy length that 
he engaged in he said: ''Tell the world 
that I die as I lived, a Freethinker.” It 
was believed that he would recant at last, 
but this saying forever settled that qnes- 
tion. His brother said, in s conversation 
after the funeral: ** William and I differed 
in our beliefs and I hoped he would be- 
come a Christian when he knew he was to 
die. Do you know if he expressed himself 
in the premises?" I told him what Wil- 
liam had said. He quietly walked into the 
depot and sat down, and was very reticent 
all the wuy to Portiand. I felt very sorry 
for him. His belief was that his brother 
was lost. This, brought out in contrast 
with our philosophy that a good man in 
this life is a good man everywhere, and in 
every place that he may occupy will still 
continue to be good and cannot be lost, 
should encourage the faltering ones of our 
belief, and open their eyes to the light of 
this truth. Mr. West was an advocate of 
all practical reforms. He was in favor of 
temperance in all things; he was very lib- 
eral with his means toward building up in- 
dustries and institutions to benefit man- 
kind, and his hand was ever stretched . 
forth in assistance. He was a good, kind 
husband and father and gave all his chil- 
dren a good education. His youngest son 
was at college at Monmouth at the time of 
Mr. West’s death. 

Secularism in Oreron haa lost a stanch 
friend and a willing helper, but his mag- 
Dificent wife is still left to carry out his 
wishes. She was constantly over him 
till the last, She is a noble woman, and 
her children are devoted to her and will 
prove a strong support for ber in her lone- 
liness. f 

On my return from the funeral I stopped 
at Portland to see Miss Olds. I found her 
quite ill with la grippe. I remained with 
her, lending what assistance I could, until 
Monday, when I started for home, and 
was seized on the train by the same dis- 
ease and was confined to my bed until 
Friday. Saturday I went to McMinnville; 
Sunday I delivered my morning leoture 
and took charge of the Seculer Sunday- 
school, but was unable to fill my evening 
appointment. I am better, however, and 
hope to again be at work strong as ever. 

As I sent in the report of the Paine an- 
niversaries, I should report my year’s 
work in Forest Grove, which ended March 
8d. I organized the Forest Grove and 
McMinnville circuits with a flourishing 
church at both places, also Secular Sunday- 
schools, both doing nicely. The average 
daily attendance at the Forest Grove Sec- 
ular Sunday-school was 38. Besides the 
Sunday-school we had until adjournment 
a flourishing ethical society with fifty 
members. I delivered 62 addresses during 
the year, took charge of all programs, in- 
cluding choir practice and juvenil train- 
ing, and my children are a marvel. 

I am now preparing for a musicale and 
festival, about May 3d, of which you will 
receive a full report. 

Respectfully, Mrs, A, E. BARKER. 
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@hildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan E. Wrson, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


If I Were You. 


If I were you and had a friend 
Who called. a pleasant hour to spend, 
T’d be polite enough to say: 
“Ned, yon may choose what games we'll play.” 
That’s what I'd do 
If I were you. 


If I were you and went to schoo’. 
I'd never bresk the smallest rule; 
And it should be my teacher's joy 
To say she had no better boy. 
And ’twould be true 
If I were you. 


————————————————— —— A À— S" 


If I were you I'd always tell 
The trutb, no matter what befell; 
For two things only I despise: 
A coward heart and telling lies, 
And you would, too, 
If I wers you, 


If I were you I'd try my best 
To do the things I here suggest. 
Though since I am no cne bnt me 
I cannot very well, rou see, 

Know what I'd do 


Tf I were you. —JN, Y. Independent. 


Auntie Bright’s Lectures. 


I.—CausE AND EFFECT. 

“ Logic is the science of reasoning,” as- 
serted Miss Madge. 

** And wisdom the art cf applying it, O 
Minerva," retorted her brother. Walter. 

Auntie Bright smiled benignly upon 
the vigorous young logicians, her niece and 
nephew, who were Visiting with her that 
Summer, 

‘Then the old parable of Sir Isaac New- 
ton and the failing appla you would call 
inductiv reasoning, would you, Walter?" 
she asked. 

“Ob,” cried her nephew, enthusiasti- 
cally, ‘‘that old philosopher revolution- 
ized heaven and earth by his famous ex- 
periment; as Professor Grant said once, 
‘The infinit space of Nature and glori- 
ous revolving satellites yieided forth their 
secrets and all the  earth's mysteries 
thereof.’ But, auntie, what do you mean 
by inductiv reasoning?” 

** The science of cause and effect,’ sbe 
answered. *'Inductiv logic was originally 
ascribed to Lord Francis Bacon, but 
afterwards rightly credited to Roger Ba- 
con, Galileo, Confucius, and others, Like 
his grandson, Roger Bacon had a low 
opinion of Aristotle and his ancient theo- 
ries. ‘If I could.’ he said, ‘I would burn 
all the books of Aristotle, for we lose cur 
time in studying them, and they only serve 
to propagate error and ignorance,’ These 
historical utterances caused him much 
sorrow and persecution. His life was 
as miserably valuable as that of Gal. 
ileo, and he felt just as scornfully bit- 
ter. He said on his death-bed, while past 
events and degrading experiences passed 
in review before him: ‘I am sorry to hav 
given myself so much trouble in behalf of 
science.’ But despite his dissatisfaction, 
he handed down to succeeding generations 
a rich tribute from a great mind. 

** And now I will tell you a little legend 
illustrativ of inductiv reasoning, showing 
curiously facts deduced from close obser- 
vation. 

**One of the most popular household 
tales of Turkey relates how & rich citizen 
dying makes a strange will for bis four 
rons, giving all his possessions that were 
white to the first, and his possessions that 
were black to another, all that were red to 


the third, and his brown slaves to the 
Jast. 


** * When Iam gone,’ said the old man, 
after making this remarkable will, ‘i 
there should any difficulty arise between 
you, go to the Ameer Hatti Babran, make 
known the same to him and he will decide 
between you, for heis one of the wisest 
jadges that ever sat at the gate,’ 

**Not long after the old man's death, a 
dispute arose among the brothers concern- 
ing the will. One would suppose it would 
ba an easy matter to decide between 
white, black, red, or brown, but avarice 
put strange shades on plain colors, and the 
dispute waxed so warm that the four sons 


were obliged to make a journey to the 
ameer, according to the provisions of ‘the 
wil. Now the ameer or emir is prince or 
governor of an Arabian province. On 
their way the brothers passed through a 
meadow where 2 camel had been grazing, 
but which had now passed from sight. 

“That was a one-eyed camel,” said 
Mirzir. 

“It was laden with honey," said Ayaz. 
** Tt was also ridden by a woman.” 

“Tt was a stray camel,” said Anmaz. 

‘Is was a crooked-breasted camel,” 
said Rebiah. Toa BALLOU. 


[TR BE CONTINUED. ] 
ec» 


Origin of Tea. 

In Japan and China every one drinks 
tea, day and night, almost every hour. 
From Chins tea was introduced into Japan 
by the Bnddhists as early as the ninth cen- 
tury, though it was not much cultivated 
until near the close of the twelfth century. 
Daruma, an Indian faint of the sixth 
century, often represented in Japanese 
srt, either crossing the ocean on a reed, 
or sitting, a monument of patience, with 
his hands in his sleeves, was the father of 
the tea-plaut. After years of sleepless 
watching and prayer, he suddenly became 
Growsy. At lest his eyelids closed and he 
peacefully slept. When he awoke he was 
so ashamed of this pardouable weakness 
that he cut cif the cffending eyelids and 
thraw them on the ground, where they in- 
stantly took root and sprouted into the 
shrub which has ever since had power to 


keep the world awake. 
—ddá— 


We hav been requested to notice in our 
columns that 2 great Woman's Suffrage 
mass convention is to be held in Los An- 
geles, Cal., commencing April 26th. The 
meetings will ba held at the Old Chamber 
of Commerce, 137 S. Main street, and will 
be interesting, for the women of California 
understand how to make meetings lively 
and attractiv. All Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
readers will be there, some to participate, 
and others to wish the cause good speed. 
The editor of the Corner sends greetings 
and good wishes to her sisters across the 
continent. 


Correspondence. 


Kress, I. T., April 9, 1895. 

Miss Wixos: I hav promised you that 
I would write again when I saw my letter 
in Tas TRUTH SEEKER. I had my sister 
to fill my promis. Now I will write you a 
few lines and tell vou what the preachers 
are doing here. "They are all beginning to 
fix up the churches; the Sunday-school 
teacher wanted my sister and me to go 
again, but we don't do that kind of busi- 
ness. We are going to hav Mr. J. E. 
Remsburg lecture here for one week, 
about the middle cf May. 

Miss Wixon, papa would like to know 
if you ever came to this part of the coun- 
try, if so, we would like to hav you come 
here and lecture. Please answer this let- 
ter through the Children's Corner. I re- 
main, Yours in truth, 

HANNER BECKER, 


[Should we ever go anywhere near 
Krebs, we will be sure to find the Beckers 
and we will hav a lovely time together, 
and a lecture also. —Ep. C. C.] 


Newton, Mont., March, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow: I thought I 
would write again, since my other let- 
ter eecaped the waste basket. My father 
has taken Tax TRUTA SEEKER a good 
many years and I like to read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner very much. I hav two 
brothers and one sister; thev are all quite 
large. We go to school evary day and 
Hke our teacher; her name is Mrs. Maud 
Widmyer. They are talking of having 
two months’ more of school, but I couldn't 
go becanse I hav to help in the house. 
My father and mother are both living; my 
mother is thirty five years old and my 
father is forty-nine years. My father, 
brother, sister, and myself play for most 


Deafness Cannot Be Cared 


by local applications as they cannot reach the 
diseased purtion of theear. ‘here is only one 
way to cure deafness,and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafners is caused by an in- 
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the 
inustachian Tube. When this tube is inflamed 
you have a rumbling sound or imperfect hearing, 
and when it 1s entirely ctosed. Deafnees is the re- 
sult. and uu ess the inflammation can be tak n 


out and this tube restored to its normal con si- 


tion, hearing will be d-stroved f rever: nine 
cases out of ten are caused by catarrh, which is 
nothing but aninflamed condition of the mucous 
surfaces. — ; 

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness (caused by catarrh) thir cannot be 
cored, By Hebr CREE NES $ con for tirou 
ars; free. PE E 7 -+ Toledo, O, 
VF" Bold by Druggists, 760. 


all of the dances around here. We hav an 
organ, a violin, a horn, bass viol, and 
mandolin. We hav quite a band. The 
place we liv in is called Newlon; it isn’t 
thickly settled. We hav a farm contain- 
ing 820 acres. My father is going to bav 
ninety acres of oats this vear, and six or 
eight acres of potatoes. We are trying to 
sell our farm, but there isn’t anyone 
around here that wants it. It is the nicest 
place in this vicinity—a creek runs right 
below our house, and in the summer my 
sister and I carry water from it to water 
the garden. I am fourteen yearsold. I 
would like to correspond with some of the 
boysand girls. From your Liberal friend, 
Rena Loverine. 


band, but is alsoa member of our noble 
band of young Liberals marching on to 
spread the cause of mental liberty and 
justice.—Ep. C. C.] 


Recalled Stormy Times. 

“Well, thet looks natural.” said the old soldier. 
looking at a cau of condersed milk on the break- 
fast table in place of ordinary milk that failed on 
account of the storm “It’s the Gail B:rden 
Eagle Brand we u:ed during the war. 


Writes every letter in sight of operator. $ 
Dees mostof the work in writing AUTOMAT- Ej 
| ICALLY, snd yields in the time thus saved I 

additional work. 3 
3 Itacts as ifit studied the convenience of E 
B6 the operator at every turn, and thereby Es 
A lightens his labor and renders him capable $ 
d of doing more. u 
Ej Ithasaknack of keeping well, andis al- EB 
B ways ready a! critical or other times. 


| These are some of the reasons why itis El 
B different from all other writing machines. RE 


= The catalogue tells you more about it. & 
Ed FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


307 Broadway, New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 8, INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. ‘I'he narrative is,in the main, & his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 


just such a story of human life as wo should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoli to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of tho world 
Price, 2 cents. Address : 

í THE TRUTH REERKETR 


íl 
MODEL 41 COLUMBIA 


Physicians recommend bicycling. 
form.” 


for the many ladies who prefer 
bockers rather than cumbersome 


prices—$80, $60, $50. 


#100 


[Rena not only belongs to a musical ; 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Cloth. (octavo), 875 pages, special to readers of 
this jaurnal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 

Reba for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg's 
works. 

American Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 
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SUSAN H. WIXON'S 


WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo., 300 pp., $1. ^ 
Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1 


«f Progress. 


; 25. 
Ei; The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A OOLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


i Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 


and the Home. 
—With Musio Written to All the Songs.— 


Oomprmep BY L. KE, WASHBURN, 
Prina $t KN Vor aalo at THIN OVFIOR, 


Timm e vmm e vmm e mmm! 


RIGHT LIVING 1 


Ethics as Understood by a 


Two new models for women's use in 


Columbia Bicycles. 


Model 42 Columbia has been especially designed 


Ladies’ wheels also in Hartford Bicycles at lower 


Student of Science. 


— 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to b 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


< -Women 


Dame Fashion says it is “good 


to wear knicker- 
skirts. 


BOSTON 
POPE MFG. CO. new voak 
Genera! Offices CHICAGO 


SAN FRANCISCO 
PROVIDENCE 
BUFFALO 


and Factories, 


HARTFORD, Conn. 


Send for Catalogue. Free at any 
Columbia Agency, or by mail for two 
a-cent stamps. 

Six handsome Paper Dolls, show- 
ing ladies’ bicycle costumes by noted 
designers, mailed for five 2-cent stamps. 
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“The Better World.” 


Dr. E. B. Southwick shows what he thinks 
the world should be in a book entitled, 
‘*Tho Better World." Inthe preface the 
author tells about going to the bedside of 
a man said to be dying. He told the bed- 
ridden person that he was not ill and to 
getup. The person did so. In the world 
pictured by Dr. Southwick there is no ill- 
ness because all the people hav to do to be 
well is to say they are not ill. Noone is 
possessed of any of the baser passions, and 
there are no lawyers, doctors, or minis- 
ters. This is a pleasant picture, but an 
impossible one. Published by the Truth 
Sseker Company. New York. Price 50 
cents.— Chicago Times. : 

-m 
A Theory of Progress. 


** Pleasure and Progress" by Albert M. 

. Lorentz (The Truth Seeker Company, 
paper, 50c), isa bold and carefully thought 
out theory of the source and method of 
attaining all human progress. It is stated 
on the title page to be '*an attempt to 
prove that the pursuit of pleasure in the 
sine qua non of intellectual, moral, and so- 
cial development, and that the promotion 
of pleasure is the duty of philanthropy 
and statesmanship.” But it is not to be 
understood that the word pleasure is to be 
confined to the narrow meaning usually 
attached to it. The broad contention is 
that if the attainment of progress in any 
direction did not contribute pleasurable 
sensation in any way, or were merely neg- 
ativly unattended by pain, there would 
never be any progress in that direction. 
Pleasures are divided into material, ideal, 
and social, and there is ingenious and 
often convincing argument to show that 
every step in human progress has been 
made because it in some way contributed 
to one or more of these. The pleasure of 
the savage, the barbarian, aud thecivilizad 
man are traced witb acumen, and there is 
an elaborate argument to prove that ail 
religions are traceable backward to fear of 
and reverence for chiefs, kings and fancied 
ghosts, Here is where the theory will en- 
counter the sharpest criticism, and even to 
one not disposed to combat it on this par- 
ticular score, this part of it does not seem 
to be necessary. The theory may be 
sound otherwise without it. The author 
defines the purpose of life to be enjoy- 
ment, and of this industry is the prime 
condition. ‘‘ Justice dictates that a man 
should earn all he enjoys and enjoy all he 
earns.” And from this he works out 
through three accurately systematized and 
elaborately argued divisions intellectual, 
moral, and social development. Individual 
liberty, with the necessary responsibility 
for all the good and bad consequences of 
acts, the author holds to be the condition 
of all progress, and he asserts without fear 
of contradiction that in every case where 
Civilization has stagnated it has been ba- 
cause of denial or restriction of the sover- 
eignty of the individual over himself. In 
the course of his argument he attacks 
much in present conditions. He is, for 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


he bases his belief in this regard in the 
very elementary constitution of men and 
things. He deprecates restriction on di- 
voree, holding that nobody will ask for di- 
vores who can be happy together, and that 
if they’ cannot be happy together they 
should not be compelled to liv together; 
that so to compel them breeds far worse 
immorality than would entire freedom of 
separation, and that this latter, with 
proper care for the welfare of children, 
would breed no evils except such as would 
be merely transitory. 

Sometimes he is in error as to facts. 
Thus, he takes pride in saying that the 
United States has never been disgraced by 
the horrible barbarities of the religious 
fanatics called flagellants, who, he says. 
are found in Mexico. The fact is that 
there are none at all in Mexico, and that 
the only fiagellants for many years hav 
been in parts of this country. But he 
does not often err in his facts. He sharply 
attacks, also, modern methods of educa- 
tion, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out by facts, and his arraignment 
is practically unanswerable. 

His book isaltogether a curious and sug- 
gestiv one, to which much more space 
could be given. Bat this meager outline 
must suffice. His style is far from pol- 
ished, but it is crisp, epigrammatic, and 
earnest. His sentences are all short, and 
there is rarely any occasion to hesitate 
over his meaninz.— Chicago Times. 


“A Tale of a Halo.” 


Morgan A. Robertson livs in New York. 
He is an Oswego boy—a son of Captain 
** Andy " Robertson, of the First ward, one 
of the old-time lake navigators. ‘‘ Morg,” 
as the young man was familiarly known 
among the boys of his acquaintance, was 
unusually bright and a genius in his way. 
He had his father’s love for the sea, aud 
after going through Oswego's graded 
schools, he sailed upon the lakes and finally 
went around the world. After a series of 
interesting experiences he returned home 
and became a diamond cutter. His spare 
moments were spent in improving his 
mind, and lately he has turned his atten- 
tion to literary work, with the result that 
one of the holiday gems found upon the 
shelves of our bockstores is from his pen. 
Mr Robertson has heretofore shown 
marked literary talent, but the first eftort 
of his to reach the Oswego public is '* A 
Tale of a Halo,” with illustrations by A. 
Oarey K. Jurist, and published by the 
Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette 
place, New York. 

The story relates in rhyme the experi- 
ences of St, Peter as gatekeeper of heaven. 
One applicant forced his way in and is criti- 
eal as to-his appearance in the celestial 
garb, insisting especially on a halo which 
shall be more gorgeous than any hitherto 
seen there This causes & commotion at 
once among the other inhabitants—the 
very thing desired, for it transpires that 
the newcomer is Beelzebub, sent up by 
Satan for the very purpose of breaking up 


example, an out-and-out Freetrade-, and | the community. His real character is dis- 


A UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


OLD TESTAMENT 


STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


400 Pages. 200 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of tha . 
Old Testamsnt—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


it. will 

Corner 
the 

Parson, 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Thoory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family : 
Isaac and His ' Sister,” 
One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses 


Balaam the Diviner, 


Bloody Joshua, , 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon,, X 
Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Sanon thg Strong, 
uth and Boaz. 
E a Water, Gee Shall Not Excel, 
avi od’s Favorite . 
Some Stories from the "Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the POM 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, nt the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York city 
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THE THE 
BRAIN ~» BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SOIENOR 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Thisis the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logio and love of Justice. 
I$ is eloquent as well as convincing. . 

Price, cloth, &1. 


covered, but the host of heaven is power- 
less against him, and there is slaughter 
and encounters innumerable until the sign 
of the cross if made. Then the infernal 
visitor wilts. Bat his escape has shaken 
up the self-satisfied dwellers in the upper 
region and they find they can't even sing 
well together. A complete reorganization 
is effected, and while peace is not complete 
there is greater activity and watchfulness. 

The poem, which is written in a gro- 
tesquely humorous vein, and superficially 
at least is irreverent, may be intended as an 
expression of the prevalent criticism of 
the inactivity of the church in its relation 
to the world, the flesh; and the devil; a 
position which the church does not &dmit, 
but a criticism which is urged neverthe- 
less.— Oswego Palladium. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pnor.F W. Newmar. Price 25 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEFKER. 
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Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo. 
logical terma. Prica. %5 cents- 


ought 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


RIN ee INUINUINUIUINGISS ISIN INSIST 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months' delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 


a a a 55, 9 


$6.50. 


MD RT 


$E percent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
H3 nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
Ha sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 


investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Ferer- 
THOUGHT, it Covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It isa world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Parsons. 


Not for 


Norse: ‘‘ Bertie, you naughty boy, leave 
off playing with your soldiers directly! 
Haven't I told you that you mustn't play 
with them on Sunday?” Bertie: ‘‘ Yes, 
nurse, but this is a religious war."—Judy. 


His pastor (reprovingly): ‘‘I under- 
stand you hav been playiug cards for 
money, Mr. Eassymark." Easymark (in- 
dignantly): * For money? It’s false. I 
havn't won a cent in two months."— Buf- 
Jalo Courier. 


Mrs. Poorman: ‘‘It has been a hard 
winter,ma'am. My three grown girls hav 
been very little help to me. 'The poor 
things are not strong enongh to do wash- 
ing, and they havn't clothes good enough 
to apply for any other work." District 
Visitor: **But you say they hav rich rel- 
ativs; don't they look after them?” Mrs. 
Poorman (sadly): ‘Only their morals, 
ma'am—only their morals!”—Puck. 


Litrin Jack prays every night for all 
the different members of hisfamily. His 
father had been away at one time for a 
short journey, and that night Jack was 
praying for him as usual. ‘‘Bless papa 
and take care of him," he was beginning 
as usual, when suddenly he raised his head 
and listened. *' Never mind about it now, 
Lord," ended the little fellow; **I hear 
him down in the hall."—New York Tri- 

une. 


Tur latest fad in Mississippi, according 
to an exchange, is the organization of hug- 
ging societies, for the purpose of swelling 
church treasuries, prices ranging accord- 
ing to quality. Here is the scale: For 
girls from 15 to 20 years, 50 cents; from 20 
to 24, 75 cents; widows (depends on looks), 
from 10 cents to $3; old maids and school 
marms, one hug for a nickel. Preachers 
are not charged, and editors take it out in 
advertising. 


An exchange tells of a parson who had 
had s call from a little country parish to a 
large and wealthy one in a big city. He 
asked time for prayer and consideration. 
He did not feel sure of his light. A month 
passed. Finally, some one met his young- 
est son in the street. ''Howis it, Josiah,” 
said his neighbor, ‘‘is your father going 
to B— ?” ** Well,” answered the young- 
ster, judiciously, ‘‘ paw it still prayin’ for 
light, bnt most of the things is packed.” 

Aw old negro minister in the village re- 
cently got off a very good joke uninten- 
tionally. He was preaching from the text 
that ‘“‘the Lord Jesus Christ walked 
abroad, curing divers diseases," and in the 
course of his sermon he said: ‘Yes, 
bretheren and sisteren, you git sick and 
yousend for Dr. Whitehead or Dr. Wil- 
son and they can cure most any disease 
that flesh is heir to, but when it comes to 
these here divers, 'taint nobody but God 
a'mighty hisself kin cure ’em.” 


Tuy do say that there is a student now 
in college who is very fond of betting and 
never loses an opportunity to place a bet. 
He has been attending the Pearson meet- 
ings and became very much enthused over 
them, but he hasn't lost the taste for his 
favorit sport, as the following conversation 
shows: *'Dr, O., if I get religious and die 
wil I go to heaven?” Dr. O.: ‘Of 
course.” *'Will I hav wings there?" 
“ Certainly.” '' Wil you be there, too?” 
‘Yes, I hope so.” ‘*And will you hav 
wings, too?” ‘‘Yes.” *'Then, by George, 
I'll bet you ten dollars that I'll beat you 
flying." 

‘Ou, yes," observed W. S. Cleveland, 
the minstrel manager, in answer toa query, 
“Ido find a good many queer characters 
engaged in local management. I recall 
one ease, and he wasacase. I wasat the 
time making a feature of a party of Arabs 
with my troupe and had applied for a date. 
To my astonishment he declined to nego- 
tiate, replying, ‘I hear that you hav got 
a lot of Arabs who are Mohammedans 
with your show, and I cannot play them 
in my theater, as I am a Presbyterian.’ I 
immediately wired him, ‘Arabs hay ail 
been converted,’ to which he promptly 
responded, ‘All right; will hold the date.’ 
After that there was no difficulty in fixing 
dates and terms."—JVew York World. 


A WELL-KNOWN manufacturer went into 
a Middle street hat store for a new silk hat 
yesterday. He is tall, lank, and cadaver- 
ous, and wears black clothes and a lawn 
tie. He found a hat that pleased him, and 
asked the price of it. The clerk said con- 
fidentially: ‘‘The price of that hat is $8, 
but we make a discount of $6 to clergy- 
men." The manufacturer promptly paid 
for it, and then the clerk said: ‘‘I hope 
that hat will please the members of your 
congregation as well as yourself. We 
Should be glad of their trade." Here the 
manufacturer gave the clerk to understand 
that it made very little difference to him 
what the ‘‘congregation” thought, and 
put the statement in such strong language 
that the clerk has been wondering ever 
since what denomination the **eclergyman ” 
represents. 
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, PRICE, 25 CENTS. ` 


PIANOS! PIANOS 
$225; - P250; - P275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Grorez Sreox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

«“ This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scald, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Srenor Fasrant, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

“T have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Trura Szexer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURGE & SON, Atchison, Kan. 
Truth Seeker Readers? 


Liberal “Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautifal songs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A COPY, Green cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 cents. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 1O cents. 


ALL styles of watches from $138 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo.. 9 Murray 
street, New York. K2t19 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the olaim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, . 
Woman, and Child 


« Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
** Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel's Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Iwezssorr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

«sAn intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IĪnarrsoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. . 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


CnBanAGOTER is built like a house; each 
action rests on a foregone one which made 
it possible, although the foregone one be 
buried in the earth and forgotten. — Unity. 


. Wrz it on your heart that every day 
is the bast day in the year. No man has 
learned anything rightly until he knows 
that every day is doomsday.—R. W. 
Emerson. 


FoxrUNATELY for us, there hav been 
traitors and there hav been heretics, 
blasphemers, thinkers, investigators, lov- 
ers of liberty, men of genius, who hav 
given their lives to better the condition 
of their fellow-men.—Zngersoll, 


To urge that our own country should 
strive with all its might to be better, higher, 
purer, nobler, more generous than other 
countries—the only kind of patriotism 
worth & moment’s thought in & righteous 
man’s eyes—is accounted by most men 
both wicked and foolish, — Grant Allen. 


EAoH member of a race fulfilling the 
conditions to a greater happiness, must be 
80 constituted that he may obtain full sat- 
isfaction for every desire without dimin- 
ishing the power of others to obtain like 
satisfaction—nay, must derive pleasure 
from seeing pleasure in others.— Herbert 
Spencer. 


Ler us all seek truth as if none of us had 
possession of it. The opinions which to 
this day hav governed the earth, produced 
by chance, dissominated in obscurity, ad- 
mitted without discussion, credited from 
a love of novelty and imitation, hav, in a 
manner, Glandestinly usurped their em- 
pire, — Volney. 


OnmpHoop and old age hav much in’ 


common. Theirs is the illimitable out- 
look; theirs the infinitly receding hori- 
zon. Standing aside from the strenuous, 
enthralling struggle, when in the noonday 
glare men and women are jostling and 
trampling each other in the thoroughfare 
of life, they gaze dreamily into a far be- 
yond—future or past.— Mathilde Blind. 


A FRUITFUL source of bad political ac- 
tion is the existence in the minds of most 
people, consciously or unconsciously, of 
two standards of morality, one governing 
their private actions and another their 
public relations. Many, if not most men, 
will vote to hav the government do acts 
which they would scorn to be guilty of in 
their private capacity.— E. D. Burleigh. 


SrrATESMEN no more the tinker's way, 
Mended and patched from day to day, 
Content with piecing part with part, 
But took the mighty problem whole, 
Beginning with the human heart— 
‘For noble rulers make in vain 
Unselfish laws for selfish men, 
And giv the whole wide world its vote, 
But who is going to giv it soul? 
—Richard Le Gallienne. 


Tun Hoboken preachers who endeavored 
to prevent Ingersoll from lecturing in 
their village served only to defeat the ob- 
ject they wished to effect. Allinterferences 
with free speech are like failures. Thought 
is dangerous to invested error. It is not 
to be restrained by interdictions put upon 
speech. Somehow, though its oracle were 
gagged, and bound hand and foot, and 
left in the dust for dead, his thought 
would ascend triumphantly above the par- 
simony of physical disaster and make its 
way to the conscience of the race.— Horace 
L. Traubel. 


Dzs»rrz the countless difficulties created 
by nature itself, man has evolved from 
barbarism to the moral eminence which 
enables him to desery still greater possi- 
bilities beyond. And so he may gain con- 
fidence in the thought that, by giving his 
life a moral purpose, he acts in harmony 
with the evolution of goodness. If nature 
be at war with nature, he can ally himself 
with the tendency which makes for right- 
eousness. Thus, the moral hero, moved 
by a passion which may not unfitly be 
called the Enthusiasm of Development, 
ean dare to faces gainsaying world, and 
take up the cross of unpopularity.—.. J. 
Gould. 


A maw publishes and sells a certain 
book. Somebody dislikes the sentiments 
of that book, and believes that the peru- 
sal of such sentiments would corrupt the 
community. He asks the judge to restrain 
SL — msan 

How?s This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars reward for any 
ease of Uatarrh that cannot be cured by Hall’s 
Oatarrh Cure. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 

We the undersigned, have known F. J. Cheney 

or the last 16 years, and believe him perfectly 
onorable in all business transactions and finan- 
cially able to carry out any obligations made by 
their firm. : 
Wrst & Tnuax. Wholesale Druggists, Toledo, O. 
-WanpiNG KINNAN & ManviN, Wholesale Drug- 
Bu ts, Toledo, O. g : 

Hall's Oatarrh Cure is taken internally, acting 
directly upon the blood and mucous surfaces of 
he system. Testimonials sent free. Price 75e. 
er bottle. Sold by all Druggists. 
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his neighbor from circulating that book. 
The judge calls about him a jury, and 
asks them if they think the book will tend 
to deprave public morals. They say, Yes. 
Then the judge orders the book to be 
suppressed, and the seller of it to be pun- 
ished. From first to last, the whole pro- 
cedure is speculativ. It is not shown that 
any injury has been done; it is not shown, 
oreven suggested, that any evil was in- 
tended; it is a decision based upon the 
powers of imagination, at best; more cor- 
rectly, perhaps, upon capacities for panic, 
—Moncure D. Conway. 


Desirable Real Estate 


. FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m'les of Media county seat 
and within four mites of Chester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the p'ace.some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line between 
Modia and Chester, with less than five minutes’ 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
andit wouid be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Eight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
&cre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre. Tbe land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Wire Puszle, Spook Photos, Book of. Sleight of 
Hand, Total Value G0c Sent free with immense 

Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
catalogue of 1000 Bargaina for 100. for postage. 
This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 


" i gon WONDER CABINET EREE, Missing Link 
TAS sd INGERSOLL & BRO. 65 Cortlandt Street, N, Y. 
ious ideas, touching all forms ot religious wor- 


Ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 


and reliability of the Christian religion. 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 


reduced from 50 cents in raver and 75 cents in 


cloth to 25 cents in Raper. 30 cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SEF THAT CURVE! 


Science 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 


Price, LO Cents, For sale at this Office. 


THE GIANT DELUSION 


of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


Congress & Chicago, October 5, 1893. 
Price,10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


—THE— 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


NESS OF THE CHUROH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND BE- 

VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


ARS 


THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSIN 
WITH PORTRAIT 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are Classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
2 st The Church Robbing the People. 


3 " Thanksgiving. 

6 id Sabbath Laws. 

14 bee Children and the Church. 

10 a Woman and the Church. | 

6 be The Chureh and Thomas Paine. 
4 = Studies in Natural History. 

8 bs The Bible and Science. 

15 ^ The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 ^" Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 5 The Atonement Scheme. 

4 * The Lord and His Works. 

3 bh Prayer. 

10 s The Creeds. 

1 i6 Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


NRO dini BO M Le 


8 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
5 Us Missionaries. 
The Lord's Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
The Church and Slavery. 
Wriests and Politics. 
4reland and the Church. | 
Church’s 1dea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 

ome Allegories. 
Heaven. 


Miscellaneous. 


seaoctsrsscsees 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
i 


fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it w. 


lever again be pub- 


lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all 


At twice the price it 


signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


would have been a cheap book. 


America will desire à copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, 


and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of :his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations 
ocrisy of those who up. 


falsity of the church’s professions and the hyp 


as texts to provo the utter 
old them. Altogether the 


and second]; 


ook ia one of the best weapons against Christianity und the church that has ever been put n the 


ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Versus Religion, 


A Coxsideration ot the Doctrine 


A Papel read at the International Freethought 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 


HESTON, 
OF 


tast Heston as &-*portrait painter and de- 


365 DAY 
| Ahead 0f 
them all. 


ES 


i | iW | 
19 to 23 lbs. 
CATALOG FREE if you ment‘on this paper 
KEATING WHEEu CO., 
Holyoke, Mass. 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Chrisianity, 
Never Before or Elsewhere to Fully and Fait h 
fully Set Forta. 

By REV. ROBERT TAYLOA, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
?RL&fsvette vlaca, New York. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is not in magic potions, ''gpecifics^" 


EE 727273 or electric clap-trap, but only in 
WIsDOM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH, 


| 
FATO 
f | Wise men study nature, shun disease 
learn to maintain vigor and regain it 
f by reading the most complete book of 


are of inestimable value to ail now 


| married cr who ever expeet to bo 
| The last edition has 1,000 pages, 


Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayetta Place, Naw York. 
OD 0D 0B 08 009300000 
Ò AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! é 
@ _ We want 1000 more active agents before @ 
July 13st. We wili guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
è can be easily rnadein any locality; our goods 0 
sell themselves; wefurnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per e 
@ cent. commission on all sales. Send to- ay e 
for fuli particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
e Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in 
silver orstamps. , Established in 1982. Ad- 
ANDARD SILVERWARE 


oston, Mass. 
(eet ee ee ed 099 


PAIR & SQUARE. CONSULTATION FREE, 
a 


offer during forty years pas 
à pledge made in over half 2 
million copies of my¢‘ Medi- 
cal Common Sense and Plain 
Home Talk "—I stand by it. 
Anyone afflicted. with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
or troubled about some pri- 
: vate affair in which the help 
of a physician of broad and long experience is 
desired, is welcome to' state the case to me, in 
erson or by letter, (sending return postage) and 
In advise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
send, if wanted, my ** Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health," “br, E. B. Foote, 122 Lex, Avs, New York. 


z charges, 
— Varico- 

cele, Mentaland Physical Debility 

and who are desirous of being cured, a 

booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, Sealed in a plain envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms of thecom 

plaints, and a description of the Doctor’s 

Ed important medical discovery--an Out 
ward Application—2 positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cess, Address, ë DR. R. P. FELLOWS, . . 


Gay where you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N. J. 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES . 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies ara 
ancutgrowth of this long practice, whieb should 
give confidence to those afilicted. 
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A LITTLE TRANSACTION WITH THE DEVIL (Apparently by appointment). 
Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. —Matt. iv, 1. 


JY ews of the eek. 


On April 19 the business part of Ardmore, 
I. T., was destroyed by fire. 


A EXTENSIV counterfeiting scheme has 
been unearthed at Butte, Mont. 


A NEw distillery that will be by far the 
ent in the world is to be built at Terre 
aute. 


THE New Jersey legislature has passed 
a law that none but American citizens can 
be street car employees, 


THERE hav recently been severe earth- 
quake shocks in southern Europe and 
ent ones at Burlington, Vt., and Mont- 
real. 


PAUL FENIMORE CooPEn, son of James 
Fenimore Cooper, died in Albany on April 
21, aged seventy years. He was himself s 
distinguished lawyer. 


Tux Cuban War of Independence drags 
along in the same old way, all victories for 
the insurgents and all for the Spaniards, ac- 
cording to the source of the reporta. 


Taux wholesale price of oil has gone up 
80 rapidly that the retail cost is now about 
double what it was a few weeks since, be- 
ing approximately the same as twenty years 
ago. 


THIRTEEN members of a Communist club 
at Halle, Belgium, were sent to prison for 
terms ranging from one week to five 
months on the charge of belonging to a 
secret society. 


OCOannos MANUEL CrsPEDES, son and 
biographer of the leader of the Cuban 
revolution of twenty years ago has arrived 
in New York to codperate with the leaders 
of the present uprising. 


Leverett SALSTONSTALL, ex-Collector of 
the Port of Boston, died at his home in 
Brookline on April 16. He was a member 
of one of the oldest families in New Eng- 
land and could trace his ancestry to the 
fourteenth century. 


SEoRETARY OF AGRICULTURE Morton has 
issued orders to let in Mexican cattle which 
hav passed inspection by United States 
officials at San Diego, Eagle Pass, Laredo, 
and El Paso. This is intended to check 
the rapid rise in the price of beef, 


On the evening of April 18 Mrs. Deiia 
T. S. Parnell, mother of Charles Stewart 
Parnell, was murderously assaulted while 
going along the road from Bordentown, 
N. J., to her home, less than a mile from 
the town. She is not expected to liv. 


A TEMPORARY injunction secured in the 
United States court at Clarksburg, W. Va., 
opens the way for the shipment of liquors 
into South Carolina, despite the dispen- 
sary law. If the injunction is made per- 
manent the law will be completely nullified, 


A BILL is pending in the New York leg- 
islature to permit the appearance of chil- 
dren under sixteen years of age on the 
stage in song and dance without the con- 
sent of the Society for the Promotion of 
Imbecility. Of course it is opposed by 
Gerry, the president of that organization, 


ANDREW PrespyTERIAN CuuRcH of Min- 
neapolis is torn with dissensions over a 
course of lectures by the pastor, Rev. Mr. 
Kincaid, who, in talking of doctrinal sub- 
jects, is preaching evolution and other he- 
retical ideas instead of original sin and its 
related dogmas, Dr. Kincaid is & personal 
friend of Dr. Briggs. 


TarovcH the death of Mr. Scott the 
Chicago Times-Herald has ceased to be a 
Democratic and has become a high pro- 
tectionist Republican organ. The silver 
Senators were negotiating with the editor 
to secure the paper for the new party, but 
H. H. Kohlsaat got ahead of them. A new 
Democratic paper, the Inquirer, has been 
incorporated with & capita of $1,000,000. 


Tre terms of the treaty of peace be- 
tween China and Japan open Pekin and 
five other ports of China to the trade of 
the world, and also much of the interior 
of China, and permit the establishment of 
cotton factories and other industries, No 
conquering Christian power has been 
known to grant such generous opportuni- 
ties to other peoples. Japan secures the 
Liao Tung peninsula to the fortieth de- 
gree of latitude, the Island of Formoaa, 
and an indemnity of 200,000,000 taels (the 
tael is about 71 cents). 


Azour April 15 there were severe floods 
in the Connecticut, the Merrimac, the 
Pemigewasset, and other New England 
rivers. Many railroad and other bridges 
were swept away and other property de- 
stroyed, Four steamers were sunk at 
Lowell; six thousand shoemakers were 
thrown out of employment at Haverhill, 
and six thousand paper men oy the burst- 
ing of the dam of the S. D. Warren Paper 
Co. on the Presumpscot River in Maine. 
These are types of the disasters brought 
by the heavy rains falling on lands de- 
nuded of forest growth. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Eix- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


PAR OOOD. 


SYNOPSIS: 
L The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
IL If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
ITI. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Blow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. 
IV. What ls Cailed Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomv and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER Co.. 
2 Lafayewe Place, N Y. 


Address 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


**The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. ' ' * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the publico. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal publio.” 


The subject of the above eulogy cinima 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings ” of his few idle hours. Bat he 
does claim to be a first-class jaweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ‘‘ OTTO WETTSTEIN ^ 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates. and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 

&2^ Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wet 's'ein 
Watch. 

The Ingersoll Sou 
yeni” Spo n. 
The Freeth ught 
Bad je. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide." 
Papercovers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETIE PLACE, New York. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlxrged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 centa. 
Tre Trade Supplied at Special Dtscounts. 


(S THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Erice. cloth. 81: waner. 60 cents. 


An Unofficial Patriot, 


A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIVIL W&R. 


The literury hit of the season — Chicago Times. 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. cloth, $1. i Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 


Price, cloth $1. | Paper, 60 cents. 
A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest —Forthe Prosecution—A 
Rusty Linkinthe Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
F&te—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Pay in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead—An Irre- 
sponsible Educated Cla:s—The Moral Re- 
spOnsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 

ense in 


Surgery. 
Cloth, $7; paper, 50 cents, 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and - 
Strongest Lectures Against . 
the Bible, 
Every Woman Should Read It: 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
i A Leoture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pages, full of soientiflo 
thought. The story of this great soientist/s life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York Oity 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of Goa, 
Paver, 50 sents: cloth, 75 cents, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 
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Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, — To Our Friends: 


For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam’s “News and Notes” have been a 


. H} . 
feature of Tur TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. Their diversity and ver- Don't you know 
satility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but 
never copied with success. someFreethinkerwho 


As President of all the nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam 
on April 24th started on a visit to the Freethinkers of England. Officially and privately 
he will undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in a small space, does not now, butwho 
with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. 

While he is gone Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of THE would subscribe to 
TRUTH SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of 
his trip Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read this account. It will do 
inr good. Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly enter- THE TRUTH SEEK- 
taining, instructive, poetic, and good reading. 

New subscriptions for this event should begin now and run for six months. A three ER if YOU called his 
months' trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can't do better take that, 


for we know you will renew. Ask any reader of Mr. Putnam's * News and Notes" if they are 


attention to the Pa- 


not worth the cost of a whole year's subscription, and if he does not say YES, we will refund 
the subscription you send. — - Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 
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For $6.50 we will send Tur Trurs SEEKER one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam's “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought i is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future "triumph. ** Four 
HUNDRED Years or FREsETHOUGET" embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to- day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
esi thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbarie church 


oeer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
x Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER / “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
' FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHEHR—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To ihe New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOGK OF TTS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
GldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated PES yON 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 

BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


DONNER 


For $5 we willsend Tum Trurs Sexxzr one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru Szuxur one year ($3) and * The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tur Terors Szexer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Terora Ssrkk& one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Szzkzn ore year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tax Trurg Szzxzr one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szexer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


W The Freethinker s Badge-pin == 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
ill be sent for $4.50. The 


“ees Pi Pin and Taz TauTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar Spoons and 'rrurs 8: 
gilt bowl, 500. more, Address THE TRUTH SEE 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


ER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Bugar) Bpoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


p SA 
Three months, (trial subscribers, in advance; 
Six LII «€ t 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPMON BLANK 


>A The Truth Seeker. x 


AL Drafto, Checks and Money Ordera, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


Cea TERMS => 


AMPIE COPIES FREE. 
$0.7 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 


T c 1.50 one remittance, To = a c a $7.00 
Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscripuon with three new subscribers, in 
One subscription two years, “ e - 5.00 one remittance, a a > . " ^ 8.50 
Two new subscribers, 5 "Uo. 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, 7 7 = a 5 = 140.00 
remittance, - - . - > = e 500 


ier Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; 


by getting three new subscribers 


he will not only get his own /ree, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. 

This makes TRE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


~ 


In conrection with our “Missionary Scheme". of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
for $1, we taink that further good can be done by letting people 


read Tue TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 


v 


The Truth Seeker Oo., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for... year . 


following cffer : 
fuclosed find $.— in payment of the same. 


Y 


NAMES. 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., ir any.) & STATE. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 


effort to send us one or 
A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
at the rates given. : 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address ] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place. New York 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D, Mo BENNETT. 


E.M. Maoponarp, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY. - ` MAY 4, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advanoe. ........... eee cem BS 00 
One eubsoription two years, in advance.......-.-..--ses..0eee. 9 00 
TWO NOW eubsoribers........csccecece esee cee see eet tents 5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


TANG AREER AE TITTET TTT LILET ESS SILITE ALTTI 7 00 
One subeoription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 

Loup ERE € 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 

[^ LR 9 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one — 


remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
Postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, checks, post-optcé 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
renders if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Ravings of a Pulpit Mountebank. 

Of course it is a waste of time and energy to at- 
tempt to argue with T. DeWitt Talmage. You may 
argue at him, but not with him, for the use of the 

. latter preposition necessarily implies that two are 
engaged in the argument, and all the world knows 
that the erstwhile performer at the Brooklyn Tab- 
ernacle is an acrobat and pyrotechnist instead of an 
investigator and logician. Yet such is the peculiar 


mental state of multitudes in this city that every: 


Sunday afternoon Talmage talks to great crowds in 
the Academy of Music on Fourteenth street. Here 
are some samples of his profoundly instructiv dis- 
course of Sunday, April 21st: 


** While men are in robust health, and their digestion 
is good, and their nerves strong, they think their physi- 
cal strength will get them safely through the last exigency. 
They say it is only cowardly women who are afraid at the 
last, and ory ont for God. ‘Wait till I come to die. I 
will show you. You won't hear me pray, nor call for & 
minister, nor want a chapter read me from the Bible.’ 
But after the man has been three weeks in a sickroom his 
nerves are not so steady, and his worldly companions are 
not anywhere near to cheer him up, and he is persuaded 
that he must quit life; his physical courage is all gone. 

** Ho jumps at the fall of a teaspoon in asaucer. He 
shivers at the idea of going away. He says, ‘ Wife, I 
don’t think my Infidelity is going to take me through. 
For God's sake don't bring up the children to do as I hav 
done, If you feel like it, I wish you would read a verse 
or two out of Fannie’s Sabbath-school hymn book or New 
Testament.’ But Satan breaks in and says: ‘ You hav 
always thought religion trash and a lie; don’t giv up at 
the last. Besides that, you cannot, in the hour you hav 
to liv, get off on that track. Die as you lived. With my 
great black wings I shut out that light. Die in darkness. 
I rend away from you that last vestige of hope. It is my 
business. to strip the slain.’ ’’ f 


Will Mr. Talmage please giv us the name and 
place of residence while living of some “Infidel” 
who acted as he says this hypothetical individual 
did? However, what is the use of asking for the 
verification of such a statement? We all know 
that the yarn is simply a piece of Talmagian fire- 
works; the introduction of tc Satan" proves that. 
But suppose that in now and then an instance & 
man who was a doubter while in the possession of 
his mental and physical strength does “repent” at 
the approach of death, when his nervous system is 
unstrung by pain and his vitality reduced by wast- 
ing disease—what of it? What does it prove that 


could advantage the church? Why should the 
Christian be proud of victories won over men whose 
bodies and brains are sick, when the mind naturally 
dallies with the fancies of childhood? 
church so weak that she can triumph only over the 
helpless and dying? 

“A man who had rejected Christianity and thought it 
all trash, came to die. He was in the sweat of a great 
agony, and his wife said: ‘We had better hav some 
prayer.’ ‘Mary, not a breath of that,’ he said. ‘The 
lightest word of prayer would roll bask on me like rocks 
on a drowning man. I hav come to the hour of test. I 
had a chance, but I forfeited it. I believed in a liar, and 
he has left me in the lurch. Mary, bring me Tom Paine, 
that book that I swore by and lived by, and pitch it into 
the fire, and let it burn and burn as I myself shall soon 
burn. And then, with the foam on his lip and his hands 
tossing wildly in the air, he cried out: * Blackness of dark- 
ness! Oh, my God, too late! And the spirits of dark- 
ness whistled up from the depths, and wheeled around 
and around him, stripping the slain.” 

And newspaper syndicates print that stuff in 
patent insides and make plate matter of it, and it 
goes out all over the country and into the hands of 
millions of readers, and then people wonder that 
Max Nordau can think that we are a race of degen- 
erates! What else can men and women be but de- 
generate and imbecil if they reai and. believe such 
trash as that? Who that loves justice and covets 
truth would be willing to refer any question of vital 
interest to himself or the country to the suffrage of 
persons fed on such musty and stringy fcod as Tal- 
mage's sermons? Think of the wild absurdity of 
a man who had lived in accordanca with the prin- 
ciples of liberty and equity enunciated by Thomas 
Paine fearing the agonies of an eternal hell because 
he had done so, and imagin, if you can, the vileness 
of a god who would damn him for so ordering his 
life. If Talmage believes that his god would com 
mit so monstrous a crime, what must be thought of 
ths intellectual ability and moral development of 
Talmage, for each man’s god is the reflection of 
himself ? 


: In God-fearing Arkansas. 

One of Tue Trura Sxsxer's subscribers at Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas, has fallen into the hands of the 
Christians, and they are doing all they can to de- 
spoil and ruin him Mr. D. C. Huddleston is & 
barber and he has been guilty of the “un American” 
crime of shaving in his own shop on Sunday those 
of his fellow citizens who desired that service on 
the first day of the week. Probably he ought to be 
drawn and quartered for this offense, and we hav no 
doubt that there are any number of enthusiastic 
Christians in his state who would gladly show their 
* Jove " for their * enemies " by killing him in that 
way if the “law” only gave them the requisit per- 
mission and protection. Mr. Huddleston has been 
twice arrested and fined for attending to his own 
business on the ministers’ day, the fines and costs 
amounting to $13.75. But this is only one phase 
of the medieval proceedings against our friend. 
He was serving as a juror in the United States 
court. The Methodists began a crusade against 
him on the ground of his Infidelity, claiming that 
his unorthodox opinions disqualified him for that 
position. But the judge—Parker—was & man of 
sense, and he ruled that the court did not sit to pass 
judgment on any man's religion or want of relig- 
ion. ‘I'hen the chagrined but still vindictiv follow- 
ers of Wesley turned their attention to the circuit 
court of Arkansas and renewed there their attacks 
upon Mr. Huddleston, who was juror in that court 
also. Here they succeeded, the judge holding that 
under the law of the state the Freethinker could 
noi be a juror. Think of that! 

Arkansas certainly needs to hold a constitutional 
convention and revise her organic law, for as it now 


Is tne 


stands itis a jumble of irreconcilable contradictions. 
Article IL, Section 18 (Bill of Rights) reads : 

** The General Assembly shall not grant to any citizen, 
or class of citizens, privileges or immunities which, upon 
the same terms, shall not equally belong to all citizens.” 

This is sweepingly inclusiv and under it the 
rights of the Freethinker would be absolutely se- 
cure had not the Constitution, in a subsequent sec- 
tion, been made to do the very thing which it was 
forbidden to the legislature todo. What this was 
will appear further along. Section 24 says: 

** All men hav & natural and indefeasible right to wor- 
ship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own 
consciences; no man oan of right be compelled t» attend, 
ereot, or support any place of worship, or to maintain any 
ministry against his consent. No human authority can, 
in any case or manner whatsoever, control or interfere 
with the right of conscience; and no preference shall 
ever be given by law to any religious establishment, de- 
nomination, or mode of worship above any other." 

lf men hav the right to worship God according 
to the dictates -of their consciences, it follows by 
a parity of reasoning that they hav also the right 
not to worship, for it is self-evident that there is 
no freedom in worship when a penalty attends the 
failure or refusal to worship. A man does not freely 
follow the directions of his own conscience when 
he has no choice in the matter. So it appears that 
this section also of the Bill of Rights protects the 
equal citizen rights of Mr. Huddleston. Again: 
While the letter of the fundamental law of Arkansas 
says that no preference shall bs given to any estab- 
lishment, denomination, or mode of worship, it is 
clear that the spirit of the law would therefore 
be against the giving of any preference to the 
individuals who compose an establishment or de- 
nomination, or adhere to a particular mode of wor- 
ship. Once more, then, the rights of the Free- 
thinker are safeguarded. Section 25 of the Bill of 
Rights follows: 

** Religion, morality, and knowledze being essential to 
good government, the general assembly shall enact suit- 
able laws to protect every religious denomination in the 
peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of publie worship.” 


Here is a rank discrimination against those who 
do not accept a religious belief as essential to good 
government and good citizenship, and the declara- 
tion is one that no constitutional convention nor 
any legislature has a right to make, for it amounts to 
a union of church and state in intention. It is not 
necessary that the legislature pass laws for the pro- 
tection of the mode of worship of any denomina- 
tion, for if the provisions of the Constitution, 
already quoted, are respected, the rights of no de- 
nomination will be infringed. Asa matter of fact, 
so far as the Adventists are concerned, the legisla- 
ture of the state has passed laws which inevitably 
interfere with the mode of worship of that sect, 
thus acting directly contrary to the edict of the — 
Constitution. 

Now we come to a section of the Bill of Rights 
that is undoubtedly inhibitiv of any discrimination 
against any person on account of his lack of faith 
in the dogmas of any religion. Section 26 is as 
follows : 

** No religious test shall ever be required of any person 
as à qualification to vote or hold office; nor shall any per- 
son be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account 
of his religious belief; but nothing herein shall be con- 
strued to dispense with oaths or affirmations." 

There is nothing in the last sentence which in- 
validates the other two, for it distinctly provides for 
affirmation for the person who objects to taking an 
oath. Then, in all the Bill of Rights there is no 
ban declared in terms against the Atheist; he is 
not to be discriminated against, while Section 26 
distinctly declares that no religious test shall be re- 
quired of him if he wishes to vote or to hold office, 
and his right to testify as a witness is fully guaran- 
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teed. This being all indisputable, how does it come 
that a judge of one of the circuit courts of Arkan- 
sas renders a decision thet the Freethinker, D. C. 
Huddleston, is debarred by the laws of the state 
from acting as a juror because he isa Freethinker? 
The answer is found in Section 1, Article XIX. of 
the “Miscellaneous Provisions” of the constitu- 
tion : 

** No person who denies the being of a God shall hold 


any office in the civil departments of this state, nor be 
Competent to testify as a witness in any court.” 

Could contradiction be more startling and com- 
plete? Let us arrange these diametrically oppos- 
ing provisions in this way : 

Section 26 of the Bill of Rights: * No RELIGIOUS 
TEST SHALL EVER BE BEQUIBED OF ANY PERSON AS A 
QUALIFIOATION TO VOTE OR HOLD OFFICE.” 

Section 1 of Miscellaneous Provisions: **JVo 
person who denies the being of a God shall hold 
any office in the civil departments of this state.” 

Section 26 of the Bill of Rights: “No person 
SHALL BE RENDERED INCOMPETENT TO BE A WITNESS ON 
ACCOUNT OF HIS RELIGIOUS BELIEF.” 

Section 1 of Miscellaneous Provisions: “ Nor 
[shall any one who denies the being of a God] be 
competent to testify as a witness in any court.” 

How little the men who drafted the constitution 
of Atkansas knew about law, saying nothing of 
justice, is well shown by Section 29 of the Bill of 
Rights: 

**'This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to 
deny or disparage others retained by the people; and to 
guard against any encroachments on the rights herein 
retained, or any transgression of the higher powers here- 
in delegated, we declare that everything in this article 
is excepted out of the general powers of the government, 
and shall forever remain inviolate; and that all laws con- 
trary thereto, or to other provisions herein contained, 
shall be void." 

But how can Section 26 remain forever inviolate 
if Section 1 of Article XIX. is enforced? Here is 
an absolutely impossible requirement made obliga- 
tory on all future legislators of the state. If laws 
are made to harmonize with Section 26 they must 
be void tested by Section 1, and if they are made 
to harmonize with Section 1 then they will be void 
tested by Section 26. A dilemma, truly. 

Until Section 1 is amended out of existence by a 
constitutional convention, it will depend entirely 
upon the personal feeling of the judge whether an 
Atheist in Arkansas is permitted to sit on a jury or 
to testify in a court. But we think that the best 
lawyers will decide that the general guarantee of 
the Bill of Rights is paramount to the particular 
negation of Section 1. In fact, we do not see how 
a really competent, jurist can hold otherwise. As 
to the Sunday law, it can hav no standing in the 
courts, under the constitution, unless the judges are 
Christian partisans first and lawyers afterward. 
Mr. Huddleston should be helped to defend him- 
self from robbery and oppression. Who among 
our wealthy Freethinkers will take hold of the 
matter and carry a case to the highest courts that 
can be reached? 


Samuel P. Putnam’s Engagements in England. 


It will be seen by the following, taken from the 
Freethinker of London, that Charles Watts has 
. already made eleven Sunday lecture engagements 
for Mr. Putnam, and that the weekday evenings 
are likely to be filled in all right. The Secular 
Pilgrim will be sure to write for us excellent reports 
of his travels, observations, and reception, and the 
only place where you will find those fascinating 
letters will be Tug Taura Szrxr&. This should be 
a sufficient hint to all Freethinkers who are not 
now subscribers, and to all present readers who 
want their friends to hav something good. 

** Mr. Charles Watts has made the following lecturing 
engagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam: May 5, Hall of Sei- 
enee, London; May 12, Camberwell; May 19, Bradford; 
May 26, Liverpool; June 2, National Secular Society 
Conference; June 9, Glasgow; June16, Edinburgh; June 
28, Manchester; June 90, Sheffield; July 7, South Shields; 
July 14, Bristol. Mr. Putnam will return to New York 
in August, therefore friends who hav not engaged him 
should communicate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies 
near any of the above towns requiring week-night lect- 
ures should arrange for Mr. Patnam to visit them when 
he is in their district on the Sunday. Arrangements are 
making for him to speak in Derby and Stockton-on-Tees 
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during the weeks following his being at Manchester and 
South Shields. Dundee should be visited when he lect- 
ures in Glasgow and Edinburgh.” 

A Little More Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opin' on the work, “ SELF CONTRADICTIJNS 
or THE BriBrE," should go along with Paine's “ Age 
of Reason" as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: *As & missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, neces- 
sary to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
*Self.Contradietions of the Bible,” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “ Self-Contradictions” as well as the “ Age 
Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to anything good. 


sense.” 


of Reason.” 


—— —fÓ——— 
** An Important Intimation.” 

There are, we regret to say, between one thou- 
sand and two thousand of our friends who hav 
allowed their subscriptions to Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
to expire without renewing. This is a considerably 
larger portion than is pleasant to us, who depend 
upon the more or less prompt payment of subscrip- 
tions for the wherewithal to meet our bills. Now, 
we are not going to get angry, or scold, or do any- 
thing disagreeable about this, but we must appeal 
to our friends’ good nature and generous feelings 
to remedy this deplorable and unsatisfactory state 
of affairs. We need the money badly—so do our 
creditors. The paper man, and the printer, and 
the compositor, and the mailer, and the post-office 
collector, and the clerks, and the landlord, and the 
insurance man, and the gas man, and the devil are 
always with us, not to mention the rest, and they 
all want money and want it bad, and want it when 
itis due. And when we havn't got it for them life 
is a burden—they make it so intentionally, blast 'em. 

So now, as aforesaid, we appeal to our friends all 
over this country—thousands of them—to send the 
amount of their arrearages and as much in advanco 
as they hav been behind, to sort of even things up 
and turn about in fair play, as it were. A year's 
subscription from each one whose time has expired 
will make us eagy— very easy—but if we can’t hav 
that then let us hav what you can spare, and we will 
* grin and bear it" until you get the balance. The 
amounts are small individually and easily raised, 
but to us they collectivly mean a good deal—just 
the difference between being even with the world 
and being unpleasantly behind. 

The disciples of a certain philosopher, one day 
missing their teacher from his accustomed place in 
the midst of them, sought him at his unpretentious 
lodgings, where they discovered that he was suffer- 
ing from the lack of a Square Meal. Of course 
they hastened to provide him with all that the inner 
sinner could desire, but he nevertheless took occa- 
sion to jab them with a moral pointed by the event. 
* Know, then” (said he), “that in order that you 
may permanently enjoy the light of a lamp, it is 
necessary occasionally to replenish the Oil.” 

Delinguents who renew at once will be spared the 
moral which their remissness might tempt us to draw. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FazETERINKER's Proronrar, Text-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS) 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prororia, Text-Book. 


The pictures in the Freerninkzr’s PIOTORIAL 
Trext-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has | 85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The ! esigns are by Warson Huston 
and inelude a portrait of the design:r. The pict- 
ures are Classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians. 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rive DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 


‘book and see if it is not worth while to make a 


strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a. 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and. 
you ean get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but. 


| get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in. 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the: 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
& copy of this most wonderful volame.—Freethinkers” 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. -He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 


] that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 


Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not nowa 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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Lulie Monroe Power. 
On a black-bordered note-sheet now lying before 
us there is only this, but it tells the story of the 
closing of the volume of a life: 


**Tn the brief Daytime of Life, Love; 


been added: ‘That the God of the Bible be recognized 
as authority.’ The National Reform Association bas not 
been doing its work in vain. This is but a shadowing 
forth and anticipation of the Christian amendment of the 
real Constitution of the United States.” 


The theocratic organ is right; the reactionary or- 


defrayed by the Canadian government. 


In the long Night of Death, Oblivion.” 

* Returned to Mother Nature, 11:24 4. m, April 
21, 1895, Lulie Monroe Power, aged 45. Farewell 
at residence, 50 Fayette street, Thursday at 2 
o'clock r.m., April 25th." 

For several years Mrs. Power has been the editor 
of the Zronclad Age of Indianapolis. A recent 
number of the Sentinel of that city givs a portrait 
and short sketch of the Infidel editor. From the 
latter is gleaned the information that as a girl Mrs. 
Power set type in the office of the Seymour Times 
and there absorbed the belief of its Atheist editor. 
All the family were of the same opinion, and in the 
atmosphere thus generated she developed the abil- 
ity and the desire to do the work she has since per- 
formed. Scorning the idea of God, she had no fear 
of post-earthly punishments, and neither had the or- 
thodox heaven any attraction for her. 

Mrs. Power is described as a woman of energy, 
courage, and impressivness, having a square chin, 
prominent forehead, and keen eyes. Acknowledging 
that she felt the influence of the proscription that 
her activ heterodoxy naturally engendered, she said 
that the proscription for opinion’s sake was unmanly 
and mean, especially when it was remembered that 
* one man knows as much as another about an al- 
leged future state.” 


ganization for which it speaks is making its influence 
felt, and if the friends of equal liberty do not 
arouse themselvs as they hav not hitherto done the 
mimic Christian government in Chicago is indeed 
but the forerunner of the national Christian gov- 
ernment at Washington for which the Reform As- 
sociation is striving. 


On April 3d, in San Francisco, in the case of 
Mrs. Hynes against the Hibernia National Bank, 
Rev. Father McKenna was a witness. When called 
to the stand, Mrs. Hynes’s attorney asked that he be 
excused from taking an oath, and the request was 
granted. This is something of a curiosity in its 
way, and raises several questions in the mind of the 
thoughtful reader. We believe that the oath or 
affirmation is obligatory upon all witnesses, and we 
can think of no good reason why the priest should 
hav been excused. Of course, if he had con- 
scientious scruples ageinet taking the oath he 
should hav been permitted to make affirmation, but 
such does not appear to hav been the case. Con- 
sidering the fact that, as a priest, he believed that 
false swearing would be followed by eternal conse- 
quences of evil which would not attend false testi- 
mony not given under oath, the suspicion is inevitable 
that there was evidence wanted by the lawyer from 
the priest which would not hav been forthcoming 


She had been gradually failing in health for more 
than two years. The illness at first took the form 
of diabetes and she was not wholly free from it sub- 
sequently, but tubercle in the chest was the imme- 
diate cause of her death. From the time of the 
death of her only son, Erie Power, she has never 
been well. Her hu:band and her daughter Pearl 
survive her. 

i 

Samuel P. Putnam is off for England. He sailed 
on the City of Berlin on April 24. He carries with 
him the good wishes and warm friendship of thou- 
sands of American Freethinkers. The longer we 
know him the better we like him, and we are sure 
that he will most creditably represent us in the 
mother country. Good voyage and safe return ! 

p — 

The following sums hav been received since last 
acknowledgment to be applied in the Minnesota 
school case. Mr. A. Fleckten, of Kandayohi, in that 
state, withdrew his children from the publie school 
of his district on account of the obnoxious religious 
exercises in which their attendance compelled them 
to participate. It is proposed to appeal the case 
from the school board to the couris in order to de- 
termin if such exercises may not be prohibited, the 
school reclaimed for secular education, and Mr. 
Fleckten's children reinstated. Flora A. Burtis 
‘contributes $1; A. W. Tucker, 50 cents; Geo. Geer, 
$2 50; John McArdle, 50 cents; Peter Selde, Sr., 
$1; Caroline L. Rich, $1; Ezra Gladding, $1. 


The county court of Rhea county, Tennessee, re- 
fused by a vote of 12 to 12 torelease the imprisoned 
Adventists. It was argued by the Sabbatarians 
that the prisoners would violate the Sunday law 
again as soon as they were liberated. A few days 
later Governor Turney pardoned all whose terms 
had not already expired—five, we believe. The 
Adventists are making a hard fight against the Sun- 
day statutes, and their political organ, the American 
Sentinel, is being sent out by the hundred thousand. 
The Colorado Tract Society sent for 10,000 in one 
order. The Tennessee struggle is attracting the 
attention of the entire country, and many newspa- 
pers are speaking out with more or less decision and 
clearness. The battle is on, now. 


The Christian Statesman rejoices over the forma- 
tion of the “Junior Republic” in Chicago, the or- 
ganization of which Mr. Putnam wrote in warning 
some weeks since. It is a society for training the 
young in the principles and practice of government. 
Says the paper above named : 

*' The Oonstitution of the United States is of course 
jakon as the basis of the organization, bui this clause hag 


many of them as all the other fellows, singly and 


Ray Fram in the Kansas school case said: “One 


the sentences of two prisoners so long as they 
should attend church regularly ! 


had he been required to take the oath. 


Some months ago the board of education of An- 
sonia, Conn., struck a streak of secular sense, and 
abolished religious exercises from the schools of 
the town. ‘This made the Christians angry, as their 
interest in common schools would end if religion 
were taken out of them, and, figurativly speaking, 
they jumped on the board until its members called 
the local clergy together and asked them to unite 


upon some form of prayer which should be accept- 


able to all. 
prayer"! 


The ministers selected the ‘ Lord's 
This selection seems to be highly ap- 


proved by the religious press, and the Christian 
Advocate (Methodist) says: 


** Tuere is nothing in the [Lord's prayer] to prevent a 


conscientious Jew from uniting in it, or any other per- 
son, except a conscientious Atheist, the number of whom 
is probably not large enough to become a factor in any 
American community." 


The devil there isn’t ! 
But if there were only one Átheiat in the whole 
country he would hav the same rights and just as 


severally, and the laws and government should be 
so framed as to protect them. As the attorney for 


with the Constitution is a majority.” 


—b— 
A police magistrate in Rockford, Ill., suspended 


Is it to be under- 
stood that the judge looked upon the church as a 
state institution of correction and punishment, es- 
tablished to accommodate the overflow from the 
jail! Or did he regard it as a moral influence be- 
cause it threw the culprits among presumably re- 
speetable associates, or because religion was taught 
there? In the latter contingency it is pertinent to 
inquire where he got his authority for compelling 
even persons under jail sentences to attend relig- 
ious services. Another question arises: Inasmuch 
as the sentences are suspended for so long as the 
men attend church regularly, what are they but life 
sentences to participate in religious exercises? We 
will suppose that the offenses of these men merited 
and received a sentence of thirty days each. Well 
aud good, but no matter how exemplary their lives 
in future may be they are, under the terms of the 
magistrate's order, liable to be dragged away to jail 
to serve out the original sentences whenever they 
quit going to church on Sunday. That is, instead 
of their having alienated their liberty for thirty days 
by their own unsocial acts, the magistrate has possi- 
bly alienated it for thirty years, one day in every 
seven, under the delusion that he has a right to ofi- 


cially recognize the alleged moral or the religious 


influence of a church. 


The funeral expenses of Sir John Thompson were 
One item 


in the bill was $1,000 for masses for the repose of 
the soul of the dead man. 


Referring to this, the 
Christian Statesman pertinently but inconsistently 


remarks : 


t‘ Thus the taxes of Protestants and non-believers are 


used by Roman Catholic priests to pray a Roman Catho- 
lic soul out of à Roman Catholic purgatory. This isa 
part of what the pope means when he writes to the Ameri- 
can people and asks for ‘the favor of the laws and the 
patronage of public authority.’ ” l 


Exactly, but it does not lie in the mouth of Dr. 


McAllister to rebuke either the pope or his priests- 
When the Covenanter insists that the Protestant 
Bible shall remain in the publie schools he, in effect, 
says that the taxes of Catholics and non-believers 
shall be taken for the propagation of Protestant 
dogmas. 
payment of chaplains by the federal and state gov- 
ernments he is defending the use of the Freethink- 
er’s and Hebrew’s money by the Catholic and the 
Protestant priests. 
tution party demands that none but Christians hold 
office, aud that one-seventh of the time of all the 
citizens be given to the church, what is it asking if 
not that it receive “the favor of the laws and the 
patronage of public authority”? 
people must not forget that the Catholic asks for 
nothing that the Protestants hay not demanded 
and, in many cases, obtained. The opposition of 


When he defends the employment and 


When the God-in-the Consti- 


The American 


the Christian Statesman and its party to the Catho- 
lics is based on nothing more reputable than secta- 
rian hatred and jealousy. Both factions want to 
control the state and useits machinery to force their 
creeds down the throats of everybody else. This 
is what “ Christian citizenship " means. 


The liberty to think and to teach is the core of 
Freethought. The word itself says that. He who 
would deny the right to express one’s thought and 
teach it to one’s children does not understand the 
genesis nor the genius of Freethought, even though 
he may call himself by the name of Freethinker. 
That Christians should clamor for the legal sup- 
pression of parochial schools is not a matter of sur- 
prise, for Christianity, of whatever denominational 
label, depends for its perpetuity upon force as a last 
resort. But the Freethinker would never dream of 
suppressing “by the strong arm of the law” the 
propagation of his opponent’s beliefs. So long as 
parochial schools are supported by the voluntary 
contributions of Catholics or Lutherans, they hav 
precisely the same rights under the law as it is, and 
under any just law, that Protestant schools of other 
kinds or secular schools hav and would hav. They 
hav identically the same rights that Protestant Sun- 
day-schools possess. This talk about suppressing 
them by law is from the lips of men who know no 
more about the spirit of our institutions and the 
demands of equal freedom than do Pope Leo 
XIII. and the Collegeof Cardinals at Rome. What 
Protestant who favors such a crime could hav the 
face to accuse any other sectarist of intolerance? 
And where does the logic of this demand lead the 
Protestant? If it is right to suppress the parochia 
schools of the Catholic church, why would it not 
be right to suppress the services in the Catholic 
churches? The alleged reasons given for the sup- 
pression of the former would be just as valid if 
advanced in support of a proposition to suppress 
the latter. And if either was thus suppressed, or if 
the suppression was attempted, wherein would the 
Protestants guilty of the insane wrong be superior 
to the Catholics who committed similar crimes when 
they had the power? What a spectacle for the na- 
tions that would be—“‘ free America” sending men 
to prison for teaching their beliefs to their children! 
Why! the very excuses offered by the men who ad- 
vocate this oppression are mere duplicates of those 
offered by the Catholic church for the wrongs which 
lie at its dcor. It is so easy to mask sectarian ani- 
mosity behind charges of “ treason,” “ immorality,” 
and the like. And bigotry always needs such 
masks, let it be said to the credit of human nature, 
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HAWAITS HADES. 


The Truth About the “Missionary Gov- 
ernment” of the Islands. 


The daily papers hav been devoting much space 
to the late uprising in Hawaii, with details of the 
swift and summary punishment of offenders by the 
missionary rulers, and probably nine-tenths of the 
readers hav felt a plow of patriotic satisfaction that 
the “republican government” of the Islands has, 
“by the grace of God,” thus nipped in the bud an 
incipient revolution and punished the rebels as they 
richly deserved. 

To those who know what the situation in Hawaii 
really is, it would be amusing, if it were not revolt- 
ing, fo see this *mushroom government," as the 
London Chronicle rightly calls it, that exists only 
through the apathy of the peace-loving nativs and 
the ignorance of the great majority of justice-loving 
Americans, thus gravely condemning people to 
death and exacting $10,000 fines as if it had a right 
to do anything of the sort. It reminds one of the 
decrees of Brudder Gardner in the Limekiln Club, 
where a member was fined $1,500 for throwing 
peanut shells on the floor and $1,000 for bringing 
in mud on his feet. Only Brudder Gardner’s fines 
were in fun, while these missionary leeches are in 
earnest. Like all of the black-coated gentry, far 
and near, ancient and modern, these people are 
after the ducats. 

More recent dispatches state that there will prob- 
ably be no executions, the death sentences having 
been commuted to life imprisonment or exile, on 
payment of heavy fines. If everything goes well, 
the missionary usurpers will come out of this little 
disturbanee with more cash in their pockets than 
they could hav squeezed out of their * subjects” in 
years of their accustomed injustice and extortion. 

There are two sides to the beautiful picture which 
the missionary government has held up for the ad- 
miration of the world, and it is about time that the 
reverse Side was turned for public inspection. The 
daily press of the United States is too deeply in- 
volved in politics, or too much afraid of the “ relig- 
ious element,” to tell the facts, and it remains for 
the independent Taurm Srxxer to throw the light 
of truth on the nature of the hypocritical and cruel 
gang who, under the mask of a so called republican 
form of government, hav established a worse than 


Russian despotism, and are choking life and liberty. 


out of the easy-going, peacefully inclined Hawaii- 
ans, for the sole benefit of their own pockets. 

People who liv in Honolulu, and many on the 
Pacific coast, know that the Hawaiian queen is an 
educated woman of much refinement and great 
kindness of heart. It is a matter of recent history 
that she was governing her people in a manner 
perfectly acceptable to them and to the world at 
large when her throne was wrested from her by a 
body of usurpers, assisted, it is shameful to say, by 
armed forces of the United States. Whether the 
leaders who granted that assistance were influenced 
by promises of a share of the spoils, or by igno- 
rance of the real state of things, will perhaps never 
be revealed, now that ex-Minister Stevens is dead; 
but it is possible that, if the truth were known, 
President Cleveland’s attempt to uphold the queen 
would be found to be one of the most creditable 
features of his administration. 

The statements presented herewith are based on 
various letters from persons of veracity now living 
in Honolulu, and on information from a gentleman 
who lived there a long time but who is now a resi- 
dent of the United States, his love of justice and 
hatred of hypocrisy making existence under the 
missionary rule unbearable. For however much a 
resident of Hawaii might deplore the tyrannical 
treatment constantly inflicted upon the nativs by 
their grasping, self-righteous rulers, no one dared 
voice such sentiments aloud, for the reason that 
the government is exceedingly watchful, with spies 
everywhere, and promptin making it unpleasant for 
anybody bold enough to criticise its methods. It 
seems strange, to those acquainted with the facts, 
that a spot so small as Hawaii, for years the target 
of so many curious eyes, has been able, through 
the wonderful nerve of its present rulers, to look 
the world in the face and even to pose in self-glori- 
fication as “the birthplace of those patriots [!], 
Dole, Smith, and Hatch,” while underneath its 
smiling tropical sky its nativ children hav been 
frightened into a state of slavish inactivity during 
a period of treason, dishonesty, bribery, and bigotry 
seldom, if ever, equaled. All mankind can behold 
an object-lesson (and a warning) in the popular 
form of government as adapted by Dole & Co. to 
fit Hawaii. 

The greatest curse that ever fell upon the Sand- 
wich Islands, aside from minor evils, most of which 


followed in his wake (such as rum, leprosy, Asiatic 
immigration, etc.), was the ever benevolent and im- 
maculate missionary. Since the days of the Spanish 
Inquisition never hav there existed so cold-blooded, 
so grasping, so Puritanical, so selfish, so bigoted a 
lot of “divines” as the first missionaries sent to 
Hawaii Nei. Through the help of the churches and 
Sunday-schools they were set down empty-handed 
in the Eden of the Pacific, and, following the ex- 
ample of their progenitor, Adam, they sinned. The 
nativs of Hawaii, not being so wise as Yahweh, 
failed io eject them, and as a result they hav turned 
the sun-kissed little islands into a climatically supe- 
rior hell. 

Dole, Judd, and others high in authority are the 
offspring of those earlier toilers who sowed the 
seed which they are now harvesting. There is little 
doubt that the august president of all Hawaii could 
recall, if his memory were jogged a little, the days 
of the old whalers and the wicky-wicky car. 

It was the early missionary who, by levying on 
each nativ a tax of many pounds cf sandalwood, or 
by giving in exchange for it an equal amount of 
rough pine lumber, entirely denuded the islands of 
that valuable wood. 

It was the early missionary who, having taught 
the nativ to wear clothes as a good Christian 
should, sold him those same clothes for land worth 
a thousand times their value, or for the products 
thereof in like proportion—clothes given as a do- 
nation by benevolent people for sweet charity's sake. 

It was such stock as produced Dole, Judd, and 
Hatch that introduced the famous wicky-wicky car, 
a sort of sedan-chair arrangement, to which were 
harnessed nativs, who drew tha missionary about 
the island on holy duties bent, urged to increased 
activity by punches from a pointed stick and the 
ejaculation, “ Wicky, wicky!” (faster, faster) from 
which the car took its name. 

The early missionary is dead, but the evil he did 
was not interred with his bones. It livs after him 
in many forms. For if he “saved” a few souls by 
persuading them to replace their superstitions with 
his own, their bodies and possessions paid dearly 
for the spiritual benefits. He left the nativs sitting 
in the shadows of their former homes, dressed in 
Christian clothing and possessing a vague idea of 
the vicarious atonement, but a very clear one of 
those highly interesting and novel vices, gambling, 
intemperance, and the use of tobacco. He left 
them entering a new existence which must end in 
the extermination of the race. He found them the 
most honest, simple, trustful, cleanly, and interest- 
ing aborigines on the whole round earth, and he 
left them cursed and dying under the touch of civ- 
ilization’s withering fingers. And in Dole & Co. he 
left worthy successors to carry on the work he had 
begun. The characteristics of the missionary gov- 
ernment of the Sandwich Islands are such as might 
be predicted in the descendants of such men. 

Yet these people hav the phenomenal assurance 
to torture American citizens in order to extort evi- 
dence against the so-called conspirators. Listen to 
the testimony of eye-witnesses as given in private 
letters published in that most conservativ of San 
Francisco papers, the Cail: 


Men arrested on suspicion only were confined almost 
without food for twenty-four hours, and others were kept 
in the jails, two in a cell, for thirty-six days, no chance 
being given them to provide for their families, look after 
their business affairs, or even consult with their friends 
on these subjects. Every known method of extorting 
confessions was used to force them to giv incriminating 
evidence against themselvs so as to giv the military tri- 
bunal grounds for charging them with treason. 

A refined and accomplished young American girl felt 
the weight of the marshal’s displeasure. While talking 
with a number of ladies she expressed sympathy with the 
ex queen in her unfortunate plight, and the matter com- 
ing to the ears of the authorities, she was dragged, in 
company with her mother, to the common prison and 
roughly questioned by the marsha]. He lectured her so 
coarsely and frightened her so much in warning her that 
she must never express her sentiments again, that she 
was taken down with nervous prostration and goes to 
San Francisco to recuperate. 


The “military court,” which is hired for monthly 
wages to sit in court-martial and deal out death 
sentences, contains a lot of queer characters. It 
comprises & Portuguese immigrant whose passage 
was paid by the government, a discharged telephone 
operator, a Dutch employee of a carriage repair shop, 
& clerk, & boy baseball player, & man whose wife 
got a divorce from him on the ground of extreme 
eruelty and brutality, fugitivs from San Francisco 
justice, and “gold cure” graduates—a fine set of 
men to sit in judgment on the lives of others who 
are & hundred times their superiors. 

Here is an extract from a private letter from 
Honolulu which confirms some portions of what I 
hav written above: 

It has been discovered that the authorities are buying 


up all the.copies of the local papers containing the ex- 
queen’s statement before the military court that they can 


find. The court did not intend to let the statement get 
abroad, and Paul Neuman is accused of giving it out. 
It made a sensation in Honolulu and the authorities are 
fearful of the sympathy it will create both here and in 
the world at large. 

It was courageous and straightforward and shows her 
to be a good and great woman with the interests of her 
unfortunate people at heart. 

The former resident of Honolulu, previously re- 
ferred to, in conversation with myself relates many 
acts of injustice and cruelty to native perpetrated 
by Dole and others of the missionary government, 
which it would take too much space to record here. 
But it seems quite plain, from the evidence that is 
coming to the surface, that the people of the United 
States will do well to investigate a little before they 
indorse all the acts of that upstart oligarchy of 
pious frauds, even though it conjures with the words 
“missionary,” “ republican,” and “ patriotism.” And 
if all the well-meaning but misguided people who 
hav been wasting and worse than wasting their 
money on foreign missions would use it to alleviate 
the diatress or ignorance of their own fellow-citizens 
here at home the investment would show better re- 
turns. J. K. R. 

San Diego, Cal. 


Errors ot the Bible. 


It is astonishing how people can be led to believe 
that the Bible was written by the inspiration of a 
being supreme in knowledge, wisdom, justice, love, 
and mercy, when it contains scores, if not hundreds, 
of self-evident falsehoods, self-evident, at least, to 
any reader who has learned to think. The story of 
the flood is a self evident falsehood. Admitting the 
world had been flat instead of round, as it was 
once thought to be, there never was water enough 
to cover the earth to the tops of the mountains, 
and Nosh’s ark would hav been dashed in pieces 
on the mountains within twenty-four hours after it 
was launched. 

The story about the whale swallowing Jonah is 
a self-evident lie. If Jonah had got into the belly 
of the whale he could not hav lived there an hour. 
The whangdoodle Talmage used to preach about the 
whale swallowing Jonah, until he learned that the 
whale had not a throat large enough to swallow one 
of Jonah’s feet, then he changed his tune and said 
that Jonah got a seat in the whale’s mouth, and, if 
I mistake not, he said the whale’s mouth was twelve 
feet wide and twelve feet deep, but that story will 
not do, for every little while the whale draws in his 
big mouth full of water, spirts it up through the 
top of his head and swallows the small fish he 
strains out of it—that is his food and he can swal- 
low nothing larger, and Jonah, if seated in the 
whale’s mouth, would hav been drowned at the first 
mouthful of water. But enough of one Bible lie 
sufficiently incredible to kill the inspiration of the 
whole book, if people hav not been crazed by it. 

Vineland, N. J. J. Hacker. 


The Bimetallic Problem. 


Twenty-two years ago silver was demonetized by 
act of Congress. Senator John Sherman moved it 
and very few members knew what they were voting 
for. It is alleged that the repeal of the old free 
silver coinage law was brought about by £100,000 
of British gold. The effect of that repeal has been 
not to reduce the actual value of silver, but to en- 
hance the value of gold, which was thereby made 
the single basis. An ounce of silver will purchase 
as much goods now as it did in 1873, but an ounce 
of gold will purchase about fifty per cent more. 

Since the repeal of the free silver coinage law the 
debtor has been paying two per cent more per an- 
num than the legal or stipulated rate, because the 
value of the dollar, on the single gold basis, has 
been enhancing at that rate for twenty-two years 
past. Advocates of the single gold standard for- 
bode disaster if we return to the double standard. 
Hav we not had the disaster already by the demon- 
etization of silver? ; 

The bimetallie basis can be restored by an aet of 
Congress making all debts payable one-half in gold 
and one-half in silver unless otherwise stipulated. 

W. H. Burer. 


The New York Zndependent, commenting on the 
decision of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin (cited 
by Tue Trurg SEEKER recently in “ Educators and 
Editors on the Bible”), says: 


“How any other conclusion could hav been drawn 
from the premises, we are not able to see. ' We 
see no escape from the conclusion reached. and hav no 
desire to escape it, since we thoroughly believe in its cor- 
rectness everywhere. It remits the question of 
religious instruction, as to what it shall be, as to the 
agency giving it, and as to the cost thereof, to voluntary 
private and individual effort, and devotes the publie 
school, created and regulated by law, and supported by 
a general taxation of the people, exclusivly to secular 
education.” 
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BIBLE READING NOT COMPULSORY 


So the Court Decides in a Barber Co., 
Kansas, School Contest. 


THE BOY WENT BACK A FREE AMERICAN, 


Ray Fram, of Kiowa, Kan., Expelled from the 
Public School for Refusing to Take Part 
in Devotional Exercises, Appeals to the Law 
and is Reinstated by a Just Judge—Able 
Legal Argument by the Re'ator’s Counsel. 


Mr. R. Fram and his son Ray, of School District 
No. 5, Barber county, Kansas, hav rendered a good 
service to the cause of the secular state. Writing 
to his friend Gleason, Mr. Fram tells the story as 
condensed below: 

The school board of District No. 5 is composed 
of Oliver Ewell, Abner Wilson, and R. McAllister. 
The board adopted a rule that the pupils must lay 
aside their books while the teacher read the Bible, 
prayed, and conducted singing. Ray Fram de- 
clined to do so,.and quietly pursued his studies 
while the teacher engaged in religious worship. 
After some days the teacher told Ray that he must 
obey the rule. He replied that he did not come to 
school for the purpose of worship; that the public 
school was not the place for religious services; that 
there were three churches in town for that purpose. 
The teacher answered that the Bible was such a 
beautiful history that every one ought to listen to 
it, and that Ingersoll and Paine taught no morals. 
This brought out the response from the Ray of 
light that they taught better morals than were incul- 
cated by the Bible, aud he offered to bring some se- 
Isctions from her “beautiful history” that she 
would be ashamed to read to the school.. She 
promptly picked up the gauntlet, saying that there 
was nothing in the Bible too bad to read before 
the pupils. He then asked her if. she would read 
some passages he would select for her, to which she 
replied that anything that he would bring would be 
read to the school. The next morning she was still 
ready for the ordeal, but when she saw the two pas- 
sages he had for her she declined to read them. 
Ray informed her that he could keep her reading 
for half a day on excerpts of that nature, and he 
added that if men of to-day should do the deeds 
charged against Solomon and David and Lot by the 
Bible they would be lynched before night. Upon 
this the teacher said she would leave the mat- 
ter to the board for its decision. The next 
morning the board was present and tried in a 
private conversation with young Fram to induce 
him to obey their rule. As he persisted in his 
refusal to take part in the religious exercises 
by laying aside his books, the board made a 
talk to the school, saying that when people left 
the Bible they went back to cannibalism, and that 
the rules of the school must be obeyed. If they 
did not obey they would be expelled. The succeed- 
ing morning, when Ray kept to his studies as usual, 
he was promptly expelled. Mr. Fram went to one 
of the board and asked him why his son had been 
turned out of the school. Of course the answer 
was because he had declined to suspend his work 
while the devotional exercises were in progress; the 
rules must be obeyed. “But,” said the Freethinker, 
“that is an unjust rule; you hav no right to make 
such rules.” “We hav the law for making such 
regulations,” was the reply of the Christian direc- 
tor; *and they shall be obeyed. Any one who will 
throw the Bible aside is lower than a beast." Mr. 
Fram kept his temper in control and tried to argue 
the subject, but the direotor would not reason, sim- 
ply insisting that Mr. Fram's boy could not be per- 
mitted ‘to run the school,” while, of course, he had 
merely protested against a rule that the board had 
no authority for making. After this an attempt was 
made to discredit the cause of Mr. Fram by mis- 
representing the conduct of his boy, but this was 
abortiv, for even the teacher heartily commended 
Ray, aside from this one act. 

Mr. Fram called upon the county superintendent 
and that official communicated with the state super- 
jntendent, but as they were both Christians of the 
narrow type they sustained the board. Then the 
outraged father applied for a writ of mandamus to 
compel the board to reinstate Ray. The case was 
argued before Judge McKay of the 24th Judicial 
District. Attorney A. L. Herr, assisted by At- 
torney Jesse J. Dunn, conducted the case for Mr. 
Fram, and the board was represented by no less 


than four lawyers. Judge McKay decided the case 
in the Freethinker’s favor in a very few minutes 
after the conclusion of the arguments of counsel, 
affirming the boy's right to devote all his school 
time to his studies, and holding that the Bible 
could not be used in the pub'ic institutions of learn- 
ing. We much regret that we hav not the text of 
the decision. It does not need Mr. Fram's assur- 
ance to apprise us of the fact that the orthodox 
people of the neighborhood feel very bitter toward 
him. But he is happy, for, as he says, “Ray went 
back to school a free American.” All honor to the 
father and to the son! Pledge them deeply, com- 
rades! It is to such as these that we must look to 
stay the advance of the enemies of tlie civil repub- 
lic. To the hosts of Theocracy they say—'* Stop! 
you hav come near enough.” 

In opening the argument in the district court, 
Attorney A. L Herr, of Kiowa, said: 

The question raised by the demurrer is one of 
great importance, not only to us as attorneys in the 
case, but to this great commonwealth, the state of 
Kansas. It is a question of personal rights and 
liberties; a question of religious freedom. I can. 
not help but see the danger that must necessarily 
follow by allowing the.church to become connected 
and intermingled with our publie schools. There 
can be no doubt that the rule adopted by the 
school board, opening the schools of Kiowa by 
reading passages from the Bible, and prayer, and 
compelling participation therein, is open violation 
of our constitution. But we are told by the pulpit 
and doubtless in your honor’s hearing that such a 
statement as this is not founded upon reason. But 
I take it that your honor will tell these reverend 
learned gentlemen, “Sirs: You may be well versed 
in theology; but when it comes to deciding upon 
a constitutional question you step outside of the 
work for which you receive inspiration. from your 
God and are not competent to judge.” The nu- 
merous churches in our land to-day afford ample 
opportunity that all may become familiar with the 
needs of the soul. The danger of sectarian instruc- 
tion in our public schools has been wisely guarded 
against by inserting in our constitution the follow- 
ing clause: “No religious sect or sects shall ever 
control any part of the common school or univers- 
ity fund of this state,” and further anticipating the 
danger of using public money for private use the 
Constitution provides that “no tax shall be levied 
except in pursuance of law which shall distinctly 
state the object of the same, to which object only 
such a tax shall be applied." We claim that the 
rule of the sshool board is repugnant to the sec- 
tions of the constitution quoted. . 

Following is the brief and argument, in part, o 
counsel for Ray Fram: 

In order that a thorough understanding of the 
question may be had and that no hasty action may 
be taken in the matter we believe that it might not 
be unprofitable to inspect the provisions of our law 
under which the public school system is maintained 
and supported, and invite the attention of the court 
to Article 6 of our constitution, being the constitu- 
tion of the state of Kansas, which article is entitled 
* Edueation;" under this title we find that provi- 
sion is made for our entire publie school system, 
and upon which the legislature afterward based the 
laws which now govern it. 

A further inspection of Article 6 shows paragraph 
184, which provides that 

No religious sect or sects shall ever control any part of 
the common school or university funds of the state. 

In accordance with these provisions we find that 
the legislature has established a system of schools 
throughout the state and has provided for all of 
the officers necessary thereto. Paragraph 5755 
provides that 

Publie schools in incorporated cities which hav not less 
than two hundred and fifty aud not over two thousand 
inhabitants, if not otherwise provided for by law, shall be 
governed by the provisions of this act which apply to the 
organization and maintenance of district schools or of 
union or graded schools. 


Kiowa is a city of the third class and its schools, 
in accordance with this paragraph, are conducted as 
the district or graded schools. We will now direct 
the attention of the court to paragraph 5576, by 
which we find that 


Every school district shall be deemed duly organized 
when the officers constituting the district board shall hav 
been elected and qualified, and shall bav signified their 
acceptance to the county superintendent in writing which 
the superintendent shall file in his office. 


A perusal of this article shows to us that the en- 
tire supervision of the district schools lies in the 
school board, composed of- director, clerk, and 
treasurer, and among other powers set out in this 
article is that found in paragraph 5619, which says: 


The district board may suspend or suthorize the direc- 


tor to suspend from the privileges of a school any pupil 
guilty of immorality or persistent violation of the regu- 
lations of the school, which suspension shall not extend 


beyond the ourrent quarter of the schools. Provided : 
that the pupil expelled shall hav the right to appeal from 
the decision of the said board of directors to the county 
superintendent, who shall, upon_a full investigation of 
the charges preferred against said pupil, determin as to 
his guilt or innocence of the offense charged, whose de- 
cision shall be final. 

It was under this section that Ray Fram was ex- 
pelled. The section provides that he shall hay the 
* right of appeal to the county superintendent,” 
but does not restrict him to this as his sole remedy, 
and believing that his interests would be better 
protected he comes to this court. The section 
provides that “the district ‘board may suspend or 
authorize the director to suspend any pupil guilty 
of immorality or persistent violation of the regula- 
tions of the schooi.” This defines the ground upon 
which a pupil may be suspended or expelled, and 
in order that it may be lawful it must come under 
one the two reasons assigned above. If Ray Fram 


‘had not been guilty of the first of these, and it is 


conceded that he had noi, it must be under the 
second of these reasons that the board found 


grounds to suspend or expel him. In other words, 


Ray must hav been guilty of “ persistent violation 
of the regulations of the school.” If he was not 
guilty of this, or if the regulations demanded by . 
the board were not in accordance with law, and : 
hence void and of no force, then he was wrongfully 
suspended or expelled and, in accordance with our 
prayer, should be reinstated. This phase of the 
question we will treat of further along. 

Article 5 of the chapter relating to schools per- 
tains to the regulation of district schools, such as 
the one in question in accordance with paragraph 
5755, relating to cities of the third class, and para- 
graph 5634 of the same provides for the branches 
to be taught in the said schools, and reads as fol- 
lows: 

That in each and every school district shall be taught 
orthography, reading, writing, English grammar, geog- 
raphy, and arithmetic, and such other branches as may 
be determined by the district board, provided that tha 
instruction given in the several branches to ba taught 
shall be in the English language. 

Bible reading or prayer is not a brauch of study; 
both are forms of religious exercise and worship, 
and we say without fear of contradiction that it was 
never the intention of the legislature to pass a law 
to encourage sectarian or religious instruction in 
the publie sehools; and no rule made by the dis- 
trict board and tending to that end can receive the 
sanction of a court for a moment. Ifa child must 
stifle his conscientious convictions in order that he 
be permitted to attend the publie schools, how far 
will we hav to travel that road until the Inquisi- 
tion shall once more hav full sway? And if a man 
must pay tribute to support a form of worship that 
is opposed to his ideas of right and justice, let us 
by one voice strike from our state constitution that 
part where it says that * No religious sect or sects 
shall.ever control any part of the common school 
funds of the state.” While we might be unjust, we 
would at least be absolved to this extent of liability 
of being called hypocrits. If no religious sect or 
sects can control the funds of the common school 
directly, neither can they do it indirectly by forcing 
the doetrins into the schools via the praying and 
Bible-reading mentioned and complained of. As to 
whether this is sectarian instruction or control we 
refer the court to Weiss et al, vs. the District 
Board of Edgerton, found in the 44th Northwestern 
Reporter, wherein it is held that 

The sectarian instruction prohibited in the common 
schools by the constitution of Wisconsin, Article 10, Sec- 
tion 8, is instruction in the doctrins held by one or the 
other of the religious sects, and not by the rest; and 
hence the reading of the Bible in such schools comes 
within this prohibition, since each sect, with few excep- 
tions, bases its peculiar doctrins upon some portion of 
the Bible, the reading of which tends to inculcate these 
doctrins. 

We do not apprehend that this court, nor any 
other court, would hold or maintain that Bible 
reading and praying was not worship or religious 
instruction. It is a matter of common knowledge 
that it is by reading the Bible and by praying that 
nearly or quite all of the religious denominations 
conduct their various sectarian exercises all over 
this land. If you should take these two elements 
from the said exercises there would be little or 
nothing left in the form or nature of worship. And 
we desire to once more reiterate that these things 
eannot of right be conducted in our public schools 
at public expense, for the reason that public money 
cannot be put to that use and the schools, for a 
further reason, were not established for this pur- 
pose. However short the exercises may be the ap- 
propriation of the money, or “any part of the com- 
mon school funds,” to the support of them is un- 
constitutional and prohibited. There is no such 
thing as non-sectarian religion. All religion, in its 
generally accepted meaning, is sectarian ; it cannot . 
be anything else as long as individual minds think 
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for themselvs; so that the introduction of any relig- 
ious instruction into the schools is and must be 
sectarian instruction, and the use of money to sup- 
port it is inhibited by the constitution. 

“No religious sect or sects shall ever control any 
part of the common school or university funds of 
the state” means, having been placed in the conati- 
tution, that if a school board attempts to divert 
such funds to the use of any religious sect or sects, 
and attempts to do this bya rule or regulation 
effecting that end, any action that they may take to 
enforce such rule or regulation is void; and as the 
board in question hav expelled Ray Fram under 
such a rule he is entitled tc be reinstated, and it is 
their duty to see that he is, under paragraph 5637, 
which prescribes a penalty for refusing or neglect- 
ing to do so. 

When we read the Constitution of the United 
States we find as its first amendment that 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 

When the Board of Inquisition at Kiowa hear of 
that passage—for it is not to be presumed that 
they ever heard of it before—what a feeling of 
commiseration will come over them for the weak- 
nesses of a body like Congress! They know that 
a school board can not only establish a religion, 
but can enforce its doctrins by expulsion, if neces- 
sary. They know, too, that they can protibit the 
free exercise of any other religion except their own. 
Then how could they help but weep for Congress 
in its weakness? A justice of the peace once over- 
ruled the Supreme Court of the United States; why 
should not a school board arrogate to itself powers 
even above the most high? 

We turn from the Constitution of the United 
States, that conservator of our national liberties, 
and appealing to the constitution of our own state, 
we read in paragraph 89, under the title of “ Relig- 
ious Liberty,” that 

The right to worship God according to the dictates of 
conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any person 
be compelled to attend or support any form of worship; 
nor any conirol of or interference with the rights of con- 
science be permitted nor any preference given by law to 
any religious establishment or mode of worship. No re- 
ligious test or property qualification shall be required for 
any office of publie trust, nor for any vote at any elec- 
tion, nor shall any person be incompetent to testify on 
account of religious belief. 

To put the same language into different words, 
ihe framers of the constitution say that religion is 
one of those things that is not needed in our busi- 
ness, and that they would not pay for it. « That 
no religious sect should ever control any part of the 
common school fund." That so far as the state was 
concerned a man of one religious view was as good 
as a man of any other. The state never intended 
to pay for any religious instruction in its common 
schools; it made no provision for it, but it pro- 
vided that it should not be. Hence the action of 
the school board was without warrant of law, and 
Ray Fram disobeyed no law that was of binding 
force upon him, and his expulsion being wrongful, 
he should be returned. J 

Without a doubt this is the most extraordinary 
affair that we hav ever heard of happening within 
our limited experience. If it had happened in the 
year of 1595, or even in the year of 1695, it might 
then not hav appeared so strange; but centuries 
hav crowded themselvs between us, Pope Innocent 
IV., and the Inquisition, and we hav deemed that 
civilization’s touch had stilled the hand of torture 
and confiscation in the name of religion. We had 
been taught that in this age and land our civil and 
religious liberties were thoroughly protected by our 
constitutions and system of laws which shielded ali 
alike; with that kind of an education, what would 
your honor think of our sensations when we were 
informed by our client here that he had been ex 
pelled from the public school for not conforming to 
the worship as it was prescribed by this school 
board? It is true that he was not thrown into a 
dungeon nor stretched along the rack, but the 
spirit which would do one is the same that would 
prompt the other. The power alone is lacking; if 
this were supplied, the Inquisition would be here. 

Once more we invite the attention of the court 
to our own state constitution, and we read in the 
face of these facts language which sounds like the 
empty and hollow tones of hypocritical mockery: 

The right to worship God, according to the dictates of 
conscience, shall never be infringed; nor shall any per- 
son be compelled to attend or support any form of wor- 
ship, nor shall any control of, or interference with, the 
rights of conscience be permitted, nor any preference be 
given by law to any religious establishment or form of 
worship. 

Suppose that Ray Fram, instead of coming to 
your honor and asking to be reinstated in the 
public school from which he has been wrongfully 
expelled or suspended, had simply taken to the 
school board that one passage from the state con- 


stitution and asked them to explain what it meant ; 
what explanation do you suppose they would hay 
made to the boy who stood before them pleading 
to be permitted to attend the public school, and to 
be permitted at the same time to be true to himself 
and his religious convictions? What could they 
hav said when he pointed to that part wherein it 
says that “the right to worship God according to 
the dictates of conscience shall never be infringed ?” 
What reply could they hav made when he had 
read to them a continuance of the same clause, 
“nor shall any person be compelled to attend or 
support any form of worship, nor shall any control 
of, or interference with, the rights of conscience be 
permitted?” We are at a loss to imagin any one 
whose station in life or whose duties would be 
more arduous, or whose position would not be envi- 
able to theirs. It seems to us that, like Zekle, 
They'd stand awhile on one foot fust, 
And then a spell on tother, 


An' on which one they'd feel the wust, 
They couldn't ha’ told ye nuther. 


Now, your honor, we believe that if the language 
means anything it means just what it says: 
That the right to worship God according to the 
dictates of conscience shall not be infringed; and 
we believe that it applies just as much to Ray 
Fram's conscience as it does to the conscience of the 
different members of that school board; and we 
further believe that if the legislature could not 
make a law that would be valid, infringing the dic- 
tates of conscience, then neither could the school 
board, a creature of the legislature. We further be- 
lieve that if the regulation made by the school board 
did infringe the rights of conscience of Ray Fram 
his non-observance of the said rule was no such 
* persistent violation of the regulations of the 
school" as would justify the board in suspending 
or expelling him, and hence he should of right be 
reinstated. 

We further contend, your honor, that it is the 
duty of the school board to see that every child of 
school age, and such is our client, not only has the 
opportunity to attend the public schools, but that 
he does so. We further contend that when under 
these circumstances any child is compelled by 
this means to attend the public school, they 
ought not to be permitted to force upon that child 
any religious instruction whatsoever which the 
child says is against his religious convictions and 
an infringement upon his conscience. The reason is 
plainly set out above, but there is a further state- 
ment upon the matter, so that every phase of the 
subject might be covered, and tb. is, “nor shall 
any person be compelled to attend or support any 
form of worship.” Your honor, the language is 
too plain to be mistaken. It is too clear to need 
even comment. It means just what it says, and 
its intention was of the wisest and best. It meant 
to protect the few from the many. It meant to pro- 
tect the weak from the strong. It meant in this 
present instance that if the school board of the 
public schools of Kiowa turned Ray Fram out of 
school because he would not worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of their consciences, your honor 
could step in and say to them: “You are wrong; 
school is not the place for Bible reading and 
prayer, and if it is conducted there you cannot at 
expense of expulsion compel pupils to participate 
therein. There are more of you than there are of 
Ray Fram, but one citizen and the Constitution 
make a majority, and this is a government of ma- 
jorities. You are of greater size than the boy, but 
size counts for nothing when desling with rights. 
Ray Fram is entitled to go to that school, he is 
eligiblein every way; your suspension was a mis- 
take, and you are now ordered to return him to all 
of the privileges thereof." 


— .p—- 


Observations. 


Putnam effected his escape to England last week 
under the happiest auspices. Colonel Ingersoll 
sent him a letter instructing him to be a good boy 
and hurry right back. President Bird of the New- 
ark Liberal League presented a pillow of flowers to 
him, with “Bon Voyage” on it, almost big enough 
for a man of the Pilgrim’s stature to bunk on, and 
the wharf swarmed with a congregation who waved 
their handkerchiefs with one hand and wished him 
good luck with the other. My offerings were oral. 
I told him that if he did not desire to be mistaken 
for a provincialist he must endeavor to cultivate his 
accent on the outward trip. For example, he would 
be expected to pronounce “been” to rhyme with 
* geen ;” his oratory over there must appear as ora- 
t’ry, or he would be understood as referring to one 
of their political parties, and if speaking of St. 
George he should conceal the a and r and giv the 
nativ S'n Jaudge. Should his friends inquire if he 
was “bad” coming over, let him not construe the 


question as touching his personal conduct, but 
rather take it as showing a kindly interest in the 
state of his health. “Bad” is English for seasick, 
and as Britons are never sick, but “ill,” and as ill 
means bad, and as “seaill” would be questionable 
according to standards of euphony, “bad” is made 
to do general duty. He must call a pitcher a jug, 
and forget the associations that cling about the lit- 
tle brown article in this country. He will not need 
to take ashore with him, when he lands, the A's he 
has been fond of using in “ who,” “ where,” “ while,” 
and so on, for “’oo,” “were,” and “wilst” will 
carry him through without criticism. And I finally 
warned him that London was a wicked city to one 
familiar only with New York, Chicago, Boston, and 
San Francisco, and that his safest course would be 
to keep close to Charles Watts. If all this counsel 
does not bring him back unsullied, then the next 
time it becomes necessary to trust one of us abroad 
I shall go myself. I hav resided in Snohomish, 
Wash. 


Globe-trotters who hav visited the so-called holy 
land of Palestine inform us, in accents which denote 
surprise, that the alleged tomb of Jesus Christ at 
Jerusalem is guarded by Mohammedan soldiers 
whose onerous duty it is to suppress outbreaks of 
hostility between Christians who hav journeyed 
thither to worship at the mausoleum of their savior, 
the prince of peace. It is a statement which I can 
believe without drawing on the stock of credulity 
that I keep on hand for use in emergencies when it 
is inappropriate to call people liars, for similar pre- 
cautions are observed wherever one Christian sect 
touches elbows with another. It is unnecessary to 
say that the office of preserving such peace as is 
possible under the circumstances is performed by 
unbelievers, in the absence of whose interference 
the various sects would be at one another with 
deadly weapons oftener than they are now. Exam- 
ples: In Savannah, Ga., not long since, a Jew, the 
mayor of the city, was obliged to interpose his au- 
thority to protect Protestants from the felonious 
assaults of Catholics. In Waverly, Pa., an Agnos- 
tic appeals to the courts to restrain Protestants 
from‘foreing obnoxious religious instruction upon 
the children of Catholics. In Amesbury, Mass., a 
Freethinker is alone in protesting against the dis- 
charge of a school teacher on account of her relig- 
ious belief. In Tennessee one sect of Christians 
put members of another sect in jail, and none but 
the persecuted sect and the unbeliever in all sects 
makes strenuous objection. Other examples will 
be recalled by the reader, and new ones are likely 
to occur before these remarks appear in print. 
The war is bound to go on until religion yields to 
reason, or until the strongest sect secures peace on 
earth by imprisoning all the rest, in which latter 
event there will be tumultuous rioting inside the 
jails where the dissident factions are confined. 


New lies will not cease to be told so long as there 
are fools who believe the old ones and intelligent 
persons who profess to do so. A widow from Alle- 
gheny, having for some months devoted herself to 
church work in Wooster, O., agitated the religious 
circles of the last-named place a while ago by hav- 
ing a girl baby. When asked for an explanation of 
such conduct as that, she made affidavit that one 
Father Abraham, also of Allegheny, Pa., was her 
only excuse. When Father Abraham came to 
Wooster he was arrested and arraigned before the 
mayor. The woman stated on the witness stand 
that since the death of her husband, a year before 
the birth of the child, her conduct had been exem- 
plary; that the child involved was of divine pater- 
nity, and that she had given Father Abraham as its 
authority because God told her to. Father Abra- 
ham enthusiastically indorsed the lady's theory that 
the infant had no earthly father; whence it appears 
that human nature has not changed much since 
1,895 years ago next Christmas. For Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, in whose case was illustrated the 
well-known physiological truth that the eldest child 
is liable to be an early one, did not argue the ques- 
tion with those who accepted the divine paternity 
of his firstborn. Like Father Abraham of Alleghe- 
ny, he was sufficiently astute to keep his own coun- 
sel and let well enough alone. 


Max Nordau’s book on “Degeneration” is the 
timeliest work that has been published since I 
learned to read and refiect. Many sapient review- 
ers hav pointed out its application to the fall of 
Osear Wilde, but it seems to me that that is the 
least significant of the many instances of degenera- 
tion which he mentions. The most glaring cases 
of decadence are not in the moral but in the relig- 
ious world, especially in England, where theology 
has reduced Gladstone from a Grand Old Man to 
a grand old humbug, and turned Romanes, the stu- 
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dent of nature, to a stammering apologist for 
superstition; while Balfour, a rising statesman, is 
dragged back to that plate of mysticism where he 
is capable of writing a book on the “ Foundations 
of Belief,” in which he puts forth the statement 
that “there is better evidence for the existence of 
a God than for the existence of the physical world 
around us.” It is scarcely worth while to mention 
W. E. Stead, of Christ and Chicago notoriety, al- 
though, with Brunetióre end other French degen- 
ti he proclaims that the sun of science is set- 
ing. 
One of our daily papers, noting the theological 
trend among Englishmen of prominence, inquires 
why it is that American statesmen, since Jefferson 
(who cannot be counted because he was an unbe- 
liever), hav made no contributions to religious liter- 
ature; and the editor adds that * England is ahead 
in this respect.” Now, why did net the writer ask 
why we hav no Oscar Wildes and (according to 
Wilde’s accuser) Lord Roseberys? Here is surely 
a coincidence, for in that respect, too, England is 
“ahead.” The solution may perhaps be found in the 
fact that Americans hav been too busy thus far to 
yield to the theological mania that has overtaken 
the older people across the Atlantic. Our states- 
men, 4. €, politicians, find time for working the 
religious racket only on Sunday in the Sabbath- 
schools and on week days in the halls of Congress, 
The hope of England is its strong Freethought and 
Materialistic contingent and tha spread of disbelief 
among the masses, who are not degenerate but 
rising. 


I knew a minister who had spent {en or more 
years of his life as a missionary in Hawaii, and who 
voluntarily returned to this country. His reason 
for jumping the job was a good one, though he ad- 
mitted that the missionary field there was enlarg- 
ing. In the first place, he said, kahunaism (which, 
I believe, is the Kanaka superatition) is likely to 
last as long as there is a full-blooded nativ, and so 
is their system of morals, or immorals. A mission- 
arys heaviest work now is reforming the imported 
vices taught the islanders by resident and visiting 
Christians. But as the same evils exist here, and 
as he preferred the United States as a place of res- 
idence, he felt no compunction in leaving Hawaii 
for a wider field. If all missionaries were equally 
candid, I apprehend that they would stay at home. 


The New Woman, according to illustrativ cuts 
printed in the newspapers and magazines, Wears a 
two-legged dress, lights matches on the garboard 
strake thereof, and smokes cigarets. Dr. Parkhurst 
accuses her of ‘“anthromanie,” that is, mannish- 
ness, but the doctor thereby shows that he is in- 
competent to distinguish between masculinity in a 
woman and effeminacy in aman. For cigaret smok- 
ing is not distinctivly a manly trait, while wearing 
the bifurcated garment is only putting in outward 
evidence an article of female apparel which, it is 
believed, is quite generally worn with inward grace 
by members of that sex. But we need not follow 
this division of our subject further. The fusee 
and the suit to match, or in other words the clothes 
and the match to suit, we may patiently abide; but 
why the cigaret? Why will the New Woman stain 
her fingers, discolor her breath, parch her throat, 
impair her voice, taint her atmosphere, her hair, and 
her clothes, deaden her natural instincts, and make 
herself half-brother to the inseusate dude by smok- 
ing cigarets? What is her objection to a pipe? 


The French Marquis de Castellane recently spent 
fifteen daysin this country, and has written an arti- 
cle on America and Americans, in which he says 
that the love of money is the besetting sin of our 
people as a whole. The marquis will be remem- 
bered as the gentleman who has just sprung into 
prominence in Paris by swapping off his son for the 
daughter of Jay Gould and fifteen millions of the 
deceased financier’s dollars to boot, and who ex 
cited the admiration of the commercial world by his 
foresight in securing two millions of the same for 
himself as a condition precedent to his signing the 
marriage contract. We think we are pretty shrewd, 
but our millionaires would starve to death in com- 
petition with the noble non-producers of continen- 


tal Europe. 

Herr Otto Wettstein, . £ Neue Schlossstrasse 10, 
Heidelberg, Baden, having addressed a letter to me, 
I cannot do otherwise than make a stagger at re- 
plying to it, though I would that the cup might 
pass from me. ‘The more I contemplate his extra- 
ordinary composition, the less vonfidence I hav in 
my ability to do it justice. If long acquaintance with 
the writings of my valued friend had not convinced 
me that his mental works are provided with a chro- 
nometer balance, adjusted to the heat and cold of 


argumentativ discourse, I might suspect that one 
of old Hans Sachs’s “ Nuremberg eggs,” minus its 
verge, had in some way got into their place, and 
that the wheels of the same were revolving rapidly, 
But that is unthinkable in Herr Wettstein's case— 
both watch and brain ease being included—and I 
must look elsewhere for the cause of his peculiar 
literary construction. I do not hav to look far, 
though, for his allusion to Roget’s “Thesaurus” 
furnishes a clue that a blind man could follow with 
his stick. If he is in the habit of thinking in easy 
words, and then going to the “ Thesaurus” to find 
hard ones that mean the same thirg but do not 
express it, then the mystery is solved and the 
* break" is located. 

The statement of Mr. Wettstein, after quoting 
which I inquired, “ If Otto can do that sort of thing 
while * musing' dreamily, what couldn't he do if he 
should write when heisasleep?” was asfollows: “To 
postulate eternal potencies eternally inactiv; then, 
suddenly, becoming activ, is infinitly more irrational 
than eternal potencies eternally activ.” I under- 
stood him to mean that in the absence of proof it 
is more reasonable to assume the existence of a 
power that is always activ than of an eternally dor- 
mant one which suddenly became activ. If that 
was his meaning, I was at a loss to understand why 
he did not say so. But the force of an observation 
lies in its application, and the present one is ac- 
cepted as applying to the contention of the Yah- 
wists that after an eternity of loafing the deity had 
a spasm of industry, lasting a week of six working 
days, during which time he created the universe. 
An “eternal potency” that never did but one week’s 
work might almost be called one of the non-produc- 
tiv class. So it was not the thought that provoked 
me to “ sardonically comment" upon Brother Wett- 
stein’s sagacious observation, nor yet the matter. 
It was the Thesaurus. Gero. E. Macponarp. 

Tho “ Humanizing” Influence of the Bible. 

It is constantly asserted by Christians that there 
is no other book so valuable as the Bible as a man- 
ual of morals and that it must be used in the public 
schools if we do not want to see the social structure 
fall in a mass of ruins. Reviewing S. R. Gardi- 
ner's * History of the Commonwealth and Protect- 
orate," Mr. Benjamin S. Terry incidentally throws 
a side light on the Bible as a humanizing power. 
We quote from the Dial of April 16:h: 

* Oromwell belongs to the seventeenth century. 
In the nineteenth century, with such shadows as 
Drogheda and Wexford in the background, his re- 
ligiousness becomes despicable cant. He is a com- 
pound of Pecksniffand Jobn Girdlestone. The one 
he surpasses in meanness and the other in cold. 
blooded villainy. But Cromwell does not belong to 
the nineteenth century. He belongs to the seven- 
teenth. The treaty of Westphalia was scarcely a 
year old when his ferocious soldiers were roasting 
Irishmen in the towers of Drogheda or knocking 
priests on the head at Wexford. Cromwell was a 
saint of the Old Testament rather than of the New. 
The religious books that the good Ulphilas had 
once thought too exhilarating for his half-trained 
Gothic Christians were altogether the favorit read- 
ing of Cromwell and the stern-browed men who fol- 
lowed him. Their political creed was a short one. 
The pious were to rule the state. Those who re- 
sisted were to be as Agag before Samuel, or as the 
Canaanite before Israel. The symbol of the com- 
monwealth was the sword of Joshua rather than the 
staff of Jobn. The violent contrast between the 
pious ejaculations ever upon the lips of Cromwell, 
and his ferocious cruelty, do not prove him to hav 
been either a hypocrit or a madman, any more than 
in the case of Joshua or Samuel." 

In other words, Cromwell was neither a hypocrit 
nor a madman, but a sincere believer in the divinity 
of the Bible, and so drenched Ireland in the blood 
of massacre in his attempt to obey the commands 


of its God. 


— ee 
He Was Not Satisfied. 

The following is a copy of a letter sent to the elo- 
quent pastor of a Congregational church in West 
Fifty-seventh street, this city : 


Drar Sır: In your discourse last Sunday evening 
on Infidels and Ágnosties you dramatically told the 
audience that when about thirteen years old you 
read Gibbon, Volney’s “Ruins,” Paine's * Age of 
Reason,” eto., and that they did “ not satisfy " you. 
Having opportunity and inclination, a boy of that 
age may gobble a great amount of literature with- 
out appreciating the weight or want of evidence, 
making use of reason, or becoming satisfied. Per- 
mit me to ask if, when at a maturer age you read 
Baxter, Doddridge, etc., you were satisfied? Can 
you reconcile the differences between Luther and 
Qslvin to your satisfaction? Are you satisfied that 


Dante was not an unbeliever?—that he did not, like 
the author of Don Quixote, try to portray & popu- 
lar belief in such ludicrous and revolting views as: 
to create disgust and doubt in the minds of all who 
dare to think? Are you satisfied that the first 
Christian emperor was guided by a holy God?— 
that he did not adopt a shrewd policy merely to 
beat his rivals? Are you satisfied that the Christian - 
fathers were competent judges of testimony *—that 
they were not crazed in habitual contemplation of 
supernatural vagaries? As Josephus lived and 
wrote immediately after the alleged occurrence of 
gospel marvels and miracles, are you satisfied with 
the few parenthetic and interpolated lines regarding 
them in his otherwise minute history? Are you 
satisfied that Herod, a dependent of Rome, gave or- 
ders to murder all the boy: babes in Bethlehem ? 
Are you satisfied that a God ever ordered the sud- 
den death at midnight of the first-born of all the . 
Egyptians? Are you satisfied that the destruction 
of man and beast in bulk by drowning was a wise 
way to improve them ?—satisfied that Yahveh did or 
did not— 

From mercy-seat on sappbire throne, 

` Perched high in space above, 

Survey the wreck and hear the moan— 

This holy God of love? 

Does Collector Matthew's strait gate, through 
which a rich man cannot enter, satisfy you? Are 
you satisfied that the charge in Revelation that 
nearly all the early Christian churches were corrupt 
is true? On reading its denunciations, its threat- 
enings, of its lake of fire and brimstone into which 
all who are not properly * marked" will be cast, 
etc., are you satisfied that the author of that book 
was not the champion hater of all men who differed 
with him? And are you satisfied that a real God 
was ever born on the earth in the similitude of a 
Jewish babe? Finally, are you now more nearly 
satisfied than you were at thirteen years of age? 

These pertinent questions on old subjects are re- 
spectfully. propounded by a satisfied Agnostic. 


No satisfactory answer to any of these questions 
has been received. L. G. Resp. 


Oe 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 
Sunday, April 28th, Paterson, N. J................. The Bible 
Tuesday, April 30:h. New Brunswick, N. J.....The Bible 
Thursday, May 2d, aie NH 
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Lectures and Meetings. 


Dvorne the last week in April J. E. Remsburg held a 
debate of seven sessions at Wadesville, Ind., with Rev. 
J. T. Purvis of the Disciple church. 


Tus Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock, Program for May: 

May 3d4—Mrs. Imogene C. Fales. 

May 10th—'* Reality of the Supernatural." W. A. Crane. 

May 17th—*'' Moses, Joseph & Co." Prof. D. T. Ames. 

May 24th—*' Religion." Swami Vivekananda. 

May 3ist—‘‘ The Rise of Militarism in the United States." 
Chas. C. Schmitt. 

At the conclusion of the lecture last Friday evening 
the Manhattan Liberal Club held its annual meeting, and 
officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: 
President, E. B. Foote, Jr.; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. 
Emma Beckwith, Edward W. Chawberlain, and Prof. 
D. T. Ames; Secretary, Elward Dobson; Treasurer, 
Miss A. Schachtel; Librarian, Mrs. Eliza Burnz. 


Tzu Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for May: 

May 5th—‘‘Silent Forces in the Economie Problem.” 
Gen. Rob’t L. Kimberly. 

May 12 h—*' Cremation.” Att'y C. M. Lotze. 

May i9:h— Debate: ‘‘ Resolved, That tbe single gold 
Standard subserves the best interests of the American 
people." Affirmativ, A. B. MAYO Acting Assist- 
ant U.S. Treasurer, Cincinnati. egativ, Att'y A. 
A. Brown, Secretary Bimetallio League. 

May 26th—'* The Naturel Solution of the Social Prob- 
lem.” Louis F. Post, of New York. 

This will end the season's course of leotures. 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman jwill lecture in Trinidad, Ool., 
May 4th and 6th; San Marcial, N. M., 7th, 8th, and 
9th; Tucson, Arizona, 12th, 18th, 14th, and 15th; other 
places, Tempe, Phoenix, Prescott, Jerome Junction, 
Arizona; Albuquerque and Santa Fé, N. M.; Marysville, 
Carbondale, and Topeka, Kan. Those desiring lectures 
along this route please write her at once 1037 W. Madison 
street, Chicago, Il. 


Tax Da Ruyter, N. Y., Gleaner reprinted Franklin 
Steiner’s lecture on ** The Struggle for Religious Liber- 
ty,” from the Federation and Union pamphlet. The 
Liberals of Newton, Ía., hav reprinted from Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER in tract form, Mr. Steiner’s article, '' Does 
Christianity Prevent Crime?" 


Tre Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for May: 

May Sth—‘“‘Praocticability of Single Tax.” G. F, Stephens 
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Toetters of Giriends. 


For the Wise Fund. 
Sr. THomas, March 31, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Tug TRUTH SEEKER of 
e 98d inst. has just reached me; I hasten 
to avail myself of the mail of to-morrow to 
inelcse $2 towards the fund for Mr. J. B. 
Wise, under prosecution for mailing a 
verse of the '*srord of God” to one who 
makes his living by it. 
Religion, hypocrisy is thy name. 
Yours in haste, S. DURANT. 


The Book of Books—Not the Bible. 


Beuwont, TEx., April 3, 1895. 
Mr. Epor: I am sixty-two years to- 
-day, and hav just returned from Biscayne 
Bay, Fla., where I spent the winter. I 
received ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought" with some other books last No- 
vember. Pardon me when I attempt to 
express my idea of the book of all books. 
The suthor (Mr. Putnam) has gleaned 
every field for truth, hence the student 
may eat and be filled with knowledge. 
Long may the glorious Putnam liv; may 
he enjoy his visit to England’s Liberals, 

and hav a safe return to his loved ones. 

Yours for truth, J. C. SPEER. 


Evidences of Divine Favor. 

COLLEGE Pracn, WASH., April 7, E. M. 205. 

Mr. Eprror: We lately had a heavy wind 
which caused much damage. With the 
rest, it wrecked Valley Chapel church; 
blew the tin roof from the Seventh-Day 
Adventist College, and knocked three 
chimneys from Whitman College, a relig- 
ious institution. It also damaged a Catho- 
lie church, a Congregational church, and 
a Baptist church quite badly, and did some 
little damage to other churches. They 
ought to pay their taxes and be honest; 
they might then find more favor with a 
just God, if there be any. The Bible says 
**the righteous shall flourish” (Ps. xcii, 
19). ‘*Whatscever he (the godly man) 
doeth shall prosper” (Ps. i, 3), and there 
are many other passages to the same effect, 
but Í see no greater prosperity among 
Christians and their institutions than with 
the Infidels. 'The Adventists say these bad 
storms are the works of the devil. Now, I 
want to say to the devil, through Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER (he surely reads it, doesn’t 
he?), Don’t epill any more petroleum for 
me; I am one of your Infidels. 

Yours traly, A L. MoFARLANE. 


An Open Letter to Anthony Comstock. 
AKRON, O., April 7, 295. 

Inasmuch as thou art the great head of 
your society of eo- workers for the preven- 
tion of crime, and to prevent the carrying 
of obseene literature in our United States 
mail, etc., you will allow me to ask and 
pray thet you look well to the matter in 
all its aspects, for our land is now in the 
hands of Satan and sadly in need of re- 
pair; our Sun-days are being desecrated 
by those who blaspheme the God of our 
existence and daily read from a book of 
ignorance, known as the Holy Bible, and 
which tells the most damnable stories re- 
garding 2 certain god, by name Jehovah, 
attributing to him the natare of a god and 
teaching thet he i8 filled with fear, regret, 
revenge, end other human feelings. They 
also teach that his amanuensis was a mur- 
derer and taught his followers to borrow 
gold, silver, and other valuables, and skip 
away in the night. Further, his vice- 
gerents—by persecution in different ways 
—are trying to force us to accept him as 
God. They would close our theaters and 
other places of amusement on Sunday, and 
prohibit the sale of fruit, soda water, ci- 
gara, milk, sugar-plums, and such other 
commodities, that we may be forced to at- 
tend their places of blasphemy and pay 
tribute to this god. They hav already, in 
the past, cropped people's ears, pulled out 
their tongues, bored out their eyes, and 
burned millions at tbe stake. 

My advice is that you use a liberal sup 
ply of Colgate soap and purify the char 
acter and teachings of our entire land and 
le} no guilty rascal escape. 

See to it that the D.D’s. are not allowed 
to contaminate our innocent children with 
* their erronoous teachings. 

All men and others need eyes, ears, 
tongues, brains, and other members of 


their natural body with which to transact 
a general business and follow the natural 
vocations of life, and should not be shorn 
of thess by the decrees of theocracy. 

Yours for justice, and believe me with 
you in heart and hand to eradicate both 
vice and vice-gerents from our land. 

A. D. Swan, A.S.M. (a Son of Man) 


Barbers Must Rest on Sunday in Cali- 
fornia. 
Los ÅNGELES, CaL., April 12, 1895.. 

Mr. Eprror: Without discussion or agi- 
tation, as quietly as water runs in a cana), 
a little bit of Sunday law was run through 
our last venal snd unprincipled legislature, 
where rumors of bribes and combines 
were rife at its closing hours, and every- 
thing went to show that money was the 
all-potent power for which our Solons 
talked and worked. Of course this little 
** Sunday rest" law is above suspicion of 
boodle, for there was none back of it, as 
the barbers who wanted to rest on Sunday, 
but couldn't until compelled to by law, 
are not possessed of much of a sack. It 
beats hell, in my opinion, how boodlers, 
whose votes are for sale to the highest 
bidder, if we can believe their associates — 
and I can without effort—are always anx- 
ious to preserve the sanctity of the day 
dedicated to God and old Sol. They are 
great sticklers for religious rest and Sun- 
day morality, and now they hav done the 
barbers one favor I wish they would do 
them another, and pass a law compelling 
them to attend divine worship Sunday, 
and to sit on seats provided by Watson 
Heston, and made in accordance with his 
illustration. It would be the proper se- 
quence to the Sunday closing of barbers’ 
shops, for if barbers don’t know enough 
te shut up shop that day without & com- 
puisory law, it is a logical conclusion that 
they don't know enough to attend church 
and thus insure salvation for their souls, 
and should be made to. If I go to the 
next legislature—and I hereby announce 
myself a ‘‘receptiv candidate" like your 
Uncle Ben Harrison for the presidency — 
I will see that such a bill is introduced. 

C. SgvERANCE. 


Fruits of that Awful ** Continental Sun- 
day.” 
JANESVILLE, April 17, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: I hav just returned from a 
very pleasant trip to Milwaukee, where I 
lectured before the Liberal Club, which 
meets in a large and beautiful hall on Mil- 
waukee street. The Sunday evening meet- 
ings are attended by a large and very in- 
telligent audience, and quite animated dis- 
cussions follow the lectures. The Liberal 
Club is regarded with a great deal of favor 
in the city even by the orthodox. Rabbi 
Heck, who has the largest synagog here, 
ison record as having declared that the 
Liberal Club was doing more good than 
all the churches. 

I paid a visit Sunday afternoon with Pro- 
fessor Severance, with whom I stopped 
during my stay, to a German kindergarten 
on the south side. Every Sunday after- 
noon the people belonging to the society 
meet and bav musie and theatricals, and 
eat cake and ice cream, and drink coffee or 
beer. They seem to be a very happy and 
eontented lot of people, and make Sunday 
a day of thorough enjoyment. We found 
on our arrival that the entertainment that 
day was by the children, tots of five or six 
years old, who sang and recited very much 
to their own and everyone else's enjoy- 
ment. Professor Severance enjoyed it 
thoroughly and kept remarking to me that 
this was his sort of religion. It is very 
certain that children brought up this way 
will never make religious fanatics, or sit 
up late nights wondering how they can get 
God into the Constitution. 

Milwaukee is undoubtedly the most 
Liberal eity in the United States. You 
ean do there on Sunday precisely what you 
ean on Monday, or any other day of the 
week. This makes some of the preachers 
very wrathy, and they sre continually im- 
portuning the mayor to suppress this or 
that, but the mayor always tells them that 
inasmuch as Milwaukee has the best police 
record of any city in America, he don’t 
think it would be advisable to make any 
changes. : 

Professor Severance is president of the 


Liberal Club, and is a Liberal and a 


gentleman after my own heart. He says 
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that Milwaukee is very dear to him, be- 
eause he can breathe there the air of true 
freedom withont hurt or hindrance, and 
he don't think he would be satisfied to liv 
anywhere else. As a city it is one of the 
brightest, cleanest, and most beautiful 
anywhere in the West. 
Yours fraternally, 
Morris M, Bosiwiox. 


Fired Without Aiming. 
RuvnAND, Vr., April 14, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: In your issue of April 18th 
Mr. C. Severance says that several months 
ago he bought a church pew, since which 
time his condition as a wage slave has ma- 
terially improved. Because of his invest- 
ment in a church pew he has been succass- 
fulin finding a master for whom he can 
toil—under a system of wage slavery 
which givs to the master all the products 
of the slave’s labor, except just enough to 
keep the slave from starving. He says 
that since he got that pew he has not 
wanted for a job, ‘‘although numerous 
cases of suicide are taking place all over 
this state [California] for that reason.” 

Now, it occurs to me that Mr. Severance 
has, under a vicious social system, im- 
proved his condition as a wage slave at 
the expense of his fellow-man. No bene- 
fit has accrued to mankind because of his 
playing the hypocrit and buying a church- 
pew for personal gain. 

In thecourse of hia letter he says: **Just 
before the last birthday of the Lord’s son 
I felt the need of a good turkey to prop- 
erly Commemorate that anniversary, and 
going into a place where such birds were 
being rafflsd off, I laid down my five cents 
and entered the contest with the dice box 
and eighteen competitors. The Lord be- 
ing with me of course I won, and a four- 
teen-pound turkey became mine," 

This was meant as a kind of satire on the 
superstitious folly of church people; but 
it does not seem to hav occurred to him 
that when he shook dice with his eighteen 
competitors, at five cants apiece, and won, 
he took from each of them five cents—of 
the product of their labor—without having 
in any way rendered service therefor; 
without being of use to himself or his 
fellow. ma», except as a robber, 

We Freethinkers must be moral, must 
be just, and fight wrong-doing wherever 
we find it! It is a vicious system of 
wrong-doing we hav to contend with. So- 
ciety is religiously, politically, and socially 
honeycombed with fraud. We must first 
get the beam out of our own eye, that we 
may see claarly to get tha mote out of our 
brother’s eye. A. A, Ornourt, 

[If Friend Oreutt will read Mr. Sover- 
ance’s letter again he will see that the lat- 
ter gentleman did not buy a pew ina 
church but a pew from a dismantled 
church, and so the remark about ‘‘ play- 
ing the hypocrit ” is hardly apposit.—Ep. 
T. 8.] 


Where, Oh Where, Was His God? 
Ecv, Ia., April 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: That Freethought is above 
any church falsity cannot b» denied by 
anyone who has common sense. In a de- 
bate with a Lutheran fanatic the other 
day I told him that I practiced more hu- 
man love toward my fellow-man than he 
did, which he admitted by saying that he 
thought more of the Infidel than he did of 
a man who did not believe ia some relig- 
ior; even the devil was preferable to the 
Catholic. I told him that the Catholic 
thinks the same of him, and while I did 
not believe in any religion or horeafter, I 
made no difference between Catholic and 
Protestant as long as they were good neigh- 
bors and honest men. 

I was told that Colonel Ingersoll speaks 
for the money, not for Freethought. Now 


suppose he does speak for money, don’t he | 


also speak for equa! rights and equal lib- 
erty? On the other hand, what do the 
ministers speak for? Is it not the money? 
Don’t they make money on the day that 
they call holy? Don’t they take the last 
dollar out of the poor man’s pocket, and 
let the children starve? Don’t thoy say, 
Stop working on this day and bring me 
what you made during the week or be 
damned? Don’t Catholics say, Do not as- 
sociate with Protestants; hav nothing to 
do with them, and vice versa? I wish we 
had about ten Ingersolls to every state in 


the Union, but it will not be long before 
we hay that number. 

In Toe Trove Sxzxz& of April 138th I 
saw & letter from Ben Ellis about Rev. 
Mr. Bothwell, who swallowed a cork and 
died in a few days in spite of all prayer. 
Here in Cedar Rapids Rev. Mr. Touchen 
took sick and refused a doctor, saying that 
faith in God would save him. A number 
of people knelt around his bed for sev- 
eral days and prayed. One morning & 
Freethinking neighbor came to visit him 
and found the reverend dead, and those 
praying not knowing that he had passed 
away some hours before. Was God with 
them? 

As one of my neighbors and myself be- 
came subscribers to Tau TRUTH SEEKER 
by receiving sample copies of same, I wish 
you would sand specimen copies to the in- 
closed list of names, 

My “Pictorial Text-Books"' and ‘‘ Old 
Testament Stories Illustrated" are doing 
good work among my neighbors. Will 
buy more books soon. J. O. DVORAK. 


A Splendid Rebuke to Bigotry. 
AMESBURY, Mass., April 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Last year a member of the 
School Committee of the towa of Salis- 
bury, Mass., engaged a Miss Cavannah to 
teach one of the primary schools. Two 
days after she took charge of the school 
two other members of the committee, who 
are friends of the A. P. A., called on the 
young lady and asked her if she was a 
Catholic. On being informed that such 
was the fact, she was told that she must 
immediately quit the school. The young 
teacher protested that she had not taught 
religion in the school, and did not intend 
io; that she was willing to meet the par- 
ents of the pupils at the school-house and 
explain her position, and if they then ob- 
jected to her she would resign. Mr. 
Greely, by whom she was engaged, advised 
her to continue teaching, but one of the 
others declared that she should not teach 
another day, and if she attempted to he 
would blow up the building. He declared 
that the people in that district would not 
send their children to a school taught by 
a Catholic, whether she taught religion or 
not. 

At the annual town meeting, which took 
place recently, the matter was brought be- 
fore the people and among remarks made 
by different citizous were the following by 
J. A. Wilson, a Teura SzgKER subscriber: 
** Mr. Moderator: This teacher was hired 
on trial. Did sie hava trial? Everyone 
in the town knows that she did not, but 
that she was discharged simply becaus3 she 
was a Catholic, which is not a sufficient 
cause. A teacher's religious belief has no 
connection with her fitness to teach a secu- 
lar school. The member of the School 
Committee insulted Miss Cavannah when 
he demanded of her to disclose her relig- 
ious belief to him, If the people of that 
district refuse to send their children to a 
school taught by a Catholic, why may not 
I refase to send mine to the Plains school 
because it is taught by a Methodist? To 
me a Methodist is just as obnoxious as & 
Catholic. Neither is obnoxious so long as 
religion is kept out of the school. If this 
teacher is persecuted because she is a 
Catholic, where will our persecution end? 
One will refuse to send his children to a 
school taught by a Baptist; another to a 
school taught by an Episcopalian; another 
to one taught by an Infidel, and so on. 
In a land like ours, where there is, and 
probably always will be, such a wide di- 
versity of opinion on religious matters, the 
only fair coursa to take is to make the 
public schools entirely secular; and this is 
what I demand. This is in no sense a 
Christian government, and the fact has 
been declared by its founders, The 
American republic was established on a 
secular basis, and it is a duty we owe to 
our ancestors, ourselvs, and our posterity 
to preserve it as such. I ask you to be as 
fair to Catholics and Infidels as you would 
hav them be to you if they were in the 
majority. I most earnestly protest against 
religious intolerance. It was the same 
spirit which kicked that school teacher out 
of her position and threatened to blow up 
the building with dynamite that ordered 
the Quakers to be lashed on their bare 
backs in every town from Dover to Provi- 
dence; and I would like to see the same 
spirit here to-day that Robert Pike ex- 
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hibited when he declared that such bar- 
barism should not be practiced in Salis- 
bury.” 

During Mr. Wilson’s remarks several 
attempts were made to interrupt him, and 
the moderator finally declared that if the 
speaker was interrupted again he would 
order the disturbers from the hall. As the 
remarks were concluded the speaker was 
loudly applauded, which speaks well for 
the Liberal sentiment of this ancient town. 

FREETHOUGHT. 


Lecture Notes. 

On Monday, April 14th, I was called to 
giv an address at the funeral of Thomas J. 
Johnson, of Dwight, Ill, who died on 
Saturday, the 13th. Mr. Johnson was one 
of the bast of Liberals, and a brave com- 
rade has fallen. He was born in Connect- 
icut; lived in Illinois forty years, and in 
Dwight ten years. By occupation a farm- 
er, ill-health compelled him to abandon it, 
and for years he was a book and map agent, 
at which he was very successful. A wife 
and one child survive him. As a Free. 
thinker our friend was very outspoken and 
uncompromising. When he first moved 
to Dwight his radical views made him 
many enemies, until his sterling worth 
was discovered, and even Ohristians were 
bound to respect him. No man had more 
friends. A sketch of his life, prepared by 
a retired Methodist minister now living in 
Dwight, was given me to read. Nothing 
gave me more pleasure than to do so, for, 
from first to last, it was eulogistic of his 
noble character, even a clergyman being 
compelled to acknowledge the worth of an 
Infidel. His two brothers, John and 
Henry Johnson, are slso Liberals, Mrs. 
Johnson and her daughter, Florence, 
Infidels to the core, were determined that 
the husband and father’s wish to hav a 
Freethought funeral should be respected. 
“After life's fitful fever, he sleeps well.” 
Farewell, a long farewell. 


We hav in the city of Des Moines, Ia., 
8 queer specimen in the person of the Rev. 
J. L. Sooy, D.D., who feeds the lambs of 
the first Methodist Episcopal church, 
The reverend is about six feet tall, slim, 
with furrowed cheeks, resembling in ap- 
‘pearance, as well as in sentiment, the old 
Infidel hater, Jchn Calvin. Mr. Sooy 
does not love the Infidels, though Christ 
commands him to love hisenemies. When 
Colonel Ingersoll lectured in Des Moines 
last January, Sooy was thrown completely 
out of his normal condition. He went to 
hear the colonel, and the next Sunday told 
his congregation that immediately upon 
arriving home he took a bath, and hoped 
that all decent people who heard the lec- 
ture had done the same. If the necessity 
for the bath was as great as the occasion, 
what must hav been the reverend D.D.’s 
condition! Determined to make a stand 
for Christ, he said that he had written let- 
ters to business men of Des Moines asking 
them whether they would, under any con- 
siderations, employ a young man who was 
an unbeliever in the Bible. Seventeen 
answers were received, fourteen of which 
replied that they would not employ an 
unbeliever. The reverend was delighted. 
It was telegraphed over the country that 
no Infidel could get a situation in Des 
Moines. According to this Methodist 
sky-pilot, all Infidels must starve. No one 
doubts that fourteen Christian bigots 
might be found who would say that they 
would not employ an Infidel. But there 
are about four hundred business. men in 
this city, The reverend did not tell how 
many letters he mailed, whom he mailed 
them to, or who sent in the answers. 
Hither he was ashamed of it, or the recipi- 
ents of his communications were. This is 
a priestly trick, keeping back names so 
that an investigation cannot be made. 
When old ‘‘ Parson” Brownlow said that 
the meanest men in the South were the 
Methodist and Baptist preachers, he 
should hav added, ‘‘ In the North, also." 

Soon the tables were turned. A short 
time after Sooy’s bold stroke, Dr. E. C. 
Spinney, secretary of the Iowa Building 
and Loan. Association, got into trouble. 
Dr. Spinney had been & Baptist preacher, 
and a professor in Baptist colleges. 
Though leaving the ministry for secular 
pursuits, he still clung to the faith and 
retained his ministerial title of ** doctor,” 
I hav seen him roll his eyes in the house 


of God with as much grace as though he 
had been in regular practice all the time. 
Mr. Sooy had now better write to the 
business men for their opinion of retired 
sky-pilots who leave the ministry for other 
ewployment, though remaining in the 
faith. 

Iam soon to start on a trip into the Da- 
kotas, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. I hav 
engagements in Hoople and Lakota in 
North Dakota; Pierson, Ia.; Red Jacket, 
Mich, and Greenwood and Omega ia 
Wisconsin. I hope Liberals wanting lect- 
ures will not delay to write me at once to 
Box 882, Des Moines, Ia. In August Iam 
open for engagements in Michigan, Nor- 
thern Illinois, and in Canada. 

: FRANKLIN STEINER. 


Four Score and Seven. 
WATERLOO, OR., March 30, 1895 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find fifty 
cents for the works named. 

As this is my first communication to 
your office, I wish it to be my introduc 
tion, I was born in Ohio, in the year 1808, 
of earnest, sincere Methodist parents, who 
brought me up in the faith of that church, 
and when I grew to manhood I was a 
Methodist. Our small library was sup- 
plied with the Bible, hymn-book, and 
other Methodist reading, all instilling 
into my mind the thought that the Bible. 
was wholly an inspired book, given to us 
as our guide through life, and it was a sin 
for us to call in question the truth of any 
portion of it. In this faith I lived until 
the sect at their own suggestion gave me 
a license to talk to the people; then it be- 
came my duty to read the Bible with all 
possible care, so that I should be able to 
teach the doctrin it contained. Engaging 
in this examination of the Bible I soon 
found passages that came in conflict with 
each other and with the disciplin of the 
church to which I belonged, which gave 
me great mental trouble, so much so that 
I returned my license to the presiding 
elder of the church, saying to him: “I 
hav no further use for that, as I cannot 
understand the Bible to be wholly an in- 
gpired book, as the church expects me to 
teach that itis." For a year or two I was, 
as theologians would say, adrift in the 
world as to what was the correct religious 
faith. While in that state of mind, Thomas 
Paine’s **Age of Reason" cime into my 
hands and I read it with great care. This 
in some measure removed the anxiety 
of my mind; and I wish to say right here 
that but few people who hav been raised 
under strict sectarian principles realize 
the difficulty they will hav in laying them 
aside and receiving in their place well- 
established truth. The decided sectarian 
will be satisfied with almost any statement 
that is in harmony with his early training, 
but present to his mind any evidence to the 
contrary, and he will use all possible ways 
to evade its foroa. Consequently, the sec- 
tarians who control our schools obtain a 
great advantage in favor of sectarianism. 
Therefore, sectarian principles should be 
excluded from the schools, in order to 
do justice to the pupils and the patrons of 
the schools, and being satisfied of this 
fact, I in my old age hav come to the 
conclusion that no remedy can be found 
until the contents of the Bible are more 
generally understood; and to that end I 
call for the portions of the Bible that the 
sects do not teach. Ihold that no jury 
can giv a true verdict until sll the evi- 
dence is before them. In our courts the 
witness who in giving testimony plainly 
contradicts himself has his evidence thrown 
out, I do not wish to convey the idea 
that the Bible is wholly good or bad, but 
it should be judged as other books are, by 
good, sound human reason. If man pos- 
sesses the power of reasoning, and it is the 
gift of creativ power, it must hav been 
given for him to use, and in that case 
there should be no conflict between reve- 
lation, so called, and human reason; and 
where there is the alleged revelation should 
belaid aside. If there ever was an open 
door of revelation between the people of 
our world and the inhabitants of the spirit- 
world or state, what has closed it? Is 
there not need of a better understanding of 
what they claim to be divine truth, among 
the varioussects, than now exists? Would 
it not add to human happiness if harmony 
and brotherly love existed among them? 
Does not the testimony of modern Spirit- 
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ualism accord more with humane reason 

than much that is found in what is called 

the holy Bible? James S, VINSON. 
Where Is the Break? 

HEDELRERG, GERMANY, April 8, 1895. 

Gro. E. MaopoNanp, Esq, or THE 
Truta SEEKER — Dear G. E. M.: The 
Teutons here hav an antiquated adage: 
“t Schuster, bleib bei deinem Leisten” 
(Oobbler, stick to your last) but as I 
hav no lasting veneration for lasting 
things—nor for everlasting ones—I hav 
everlastingly disregarded thie lasting 
apothegm (this last vocable—and this is 
from Webster last unabridged)—and as 
variety is the spice of life, and this our last 
chance, according to my last convictions, 
I hav occasionally put aside my ‘‘last” 
and, instead, picked up my pen and used 
my best efforts and last minute to fight to 
the Jast that lasting monster, superstition. 

Well, as you well know (and once broadly 
hinted—and whichI hav laid up against 
you to my last—) I am no nomenclaturist 
(this is original), but my only ‘‘last”— 
the last term used here in the sense of my 
first and last vocation—is ‘‘ Spindel- 
schmieren ” (as the last German dubs the 
work of the poor horologer), from the 
original watches invented in the last year 
of the fifteenth century (lastly defined: 
1500 A.D.) in Nuernberg, Germany—te 
last home of Hans Sachs, the famous 
cobbler-poet, who stuck to his last to the 
last—and called ‘‘Nuernberger Eier" 
(eggs -the watches, not the last named 
knight of the last); from the fact that 
their shape resembled eggs—which were 
‘Spindel Uhren" (verge watches), this 
last fast from the à priori fact (is this 
last phrase correct?) that their escape- 
ment (** ticker") consisted, first, of an es- 
capement-wheel and lastly of a ‘‘ verge ;" 
the last an axle—somewhat smaller than 
that of the Ferris wheel—with two ‘‘ pal- 
lets” attached in diversified angles, the 
last of which, 88 long as the cogenoies and 
convolutions (is this correct?) of the last- 
nemed ticker lasted would move, firstly 
(if there is anything wrong about this 
everlasting sentence and the lasting repe- 
tition of parentheses, kindly note the 
same in its last analysis in your inimitable 
**Observations "; one way and, lastly, 
t'other to the last, or as long as the poten- 
tialities imparted by the main-spring 
lasted. And lastly, please note the fact 
that the ‘‘ ticking” never lasted longer than 
the eogenoies embodied in the wound-up 
spring lasted; hence, en passant, and the 
last lastly (as the preacher said), how ir- 
rational it appears, even to the casual 
observer, to insist that when the cogencies 
embodied in the human form at last cease 
when it is at last disintegrated into its last 
elements, that its functions to the last 
could still outlast the last dissolution of 
the body to the last moment of eternity, 
which, alas(t), is everlasting!) and—for 
last connection of this sentence see above: 
but my last is ‘‘Spindel schmieren "— 
lastly merchant, in which line I claim to 
be proficient, while as a contributor to the 
Liberal propaganda I freely confess to be 
but a novice and bungler. 

Having now confessed that my profes- 
sion is horology and not philosophy or 
linguistic lore (from ** Roget’s Thesaurus” 
—‘entirely unneces:ary to mention,” I 
hear you think! This implies, or should 
so imply, I think, that by virtue of such 
confession, the form of my contributions 
should be exempt from the usual rigid 
methods of criticism, but should be ap- 
plied to the substance only. 

This explained, I beg permission to in- 
quire, dear Gem (why put in the periods? 
The ‘‘ sig " is entirely appropriate without 
them), where is the ‘‘ break” in the fol- 
lowing affirmation, rather sardonically 
commented upon in Tam TRUTH SEEKER 
of 28d ult? 

To postulate eternal potencies eter- 
nally inactiv, then suddenly becoming ac- 
tiv, is infinitly more irrational than eternal 
potencies eternally activ.” What's wrong 
with this? I thoughtit was one of the best 
of the many thoughts I hav published from 
time to time under the head of ‘‘Musings.” 
Is it the form or the matter which has 
aroused your ''risibilities?'" Please arise 
again and explain, as especially in lucidity 
of expression I humbly acknowledge you 
are a gem (without the periods) of far 
**purer water" than I. In Heidelberg we 


hav little of the latter in our composition! 

Kindly permit me, then, to interpret the 
thoughts which to you seem abstruse: You 
gee the God of the Jew, of the Christian, 
and all other gods for that matter, are 
(eonoéding for the sake of argument that 
Buch mythical beings were reality) ‘‘ eter- 
nal potencies, eternally inactiv,” who, 
then, suddenly, 6,000 or 6,000,000 of years 
ago it matters not which —became activ. 
(Creating and governing the universe and 
all nations and sects on this and all other 
worlds at the same time, after eternal in- 
activity, is certainly a big job.) Herbert 
Spencer’s notion that the univers» at one 
time evolved from (previously eternaldead) 
chaos, also implies eternal potencies, eter- 
nally inactiv, which, then—presto change! 
— suddenly commenced, miraculously, 
their, or its, slow and silent and mindless 
process and march of evolution. All other 
notions of ‘‘ bezinuings," ‘‘first causes,” 
“designs,” *'purposiv potencies,” ‘‘ con- 
scious Cosmic energy,” and kindred no- 
tions, all alike imply the same—an eternity 
of time prior to the postulated ‘‘ begin- 
ning,” prior to the design or before these 
** first causes” became c2isey or agencies 
to cause, Create (or design) the universa. 
All imply the same and all are alike irra- 
tional—the greatest sage and biggest fool 
here meet—beocause, if the universe at any 
particular period of time, be that 6,000, 
6,000,000 of years or 6,000,000,000, of 
“light-years” ago, had not existed in its 
vast aggregate and precisely in the same 
degree of perfection (imperfection comes 
nearer facts) as it exists now, it would 
never hav 80 evolved. Because what all 
existing causes, potentialities, or gods 
could or would not evolve during the 
eternity prior to any or all apocryphal be- 
ginnings or creativ acts, sach causes 
would, of course, never cause. See? An 
eternity of time is ever suffisient time to 
produce at remotest special period of time 
in the past, whatever has been evolved or 
created at the present time. Hance a be- 
‘ginning of nature, a first world, sun or 
system, could never hav existed, n9 more 
than a first second. All forms are but 
repetitions of like forms having evolved 
throughout the realms of boundless space 
during all the ages of beginningless time. 

All theories of commencement of the 

universe imply glaring miracle, stupend. 
ous effscts without causes, in so far 
that something that would or could 
not create or evolve a universe or mouse 
during eternity, would then suddenly 
—without cause—(because this ''some- 
thing,” postulated as the first cause, 
embodied within itself, up to that imag- 
inary period, all existing causes) ore- 
ate or commence to evolve all formal ex- 
istence. It implies that all came from 
nothing or from a ‘‘divine being” with- 
out in the least reducing **his" corporos- 
ity. It implies chance, eternal standstill 
prior to these putativ beginnings, or, in 
ease of a God, eternal inactivity, sleep, un- 
eonsciousness, absenoe of volition, eto., 
then suddenly without cause (because 
“he” was the only existing cause and all 
in all), radical change of mind, sentiment, 
aspirations, plans, and volition. He who 
was content in '*his infinit wisdom” to 
exist solitary and slone in boundless ex- 
panse in absolute idleness during all the 
cycles of ages constituting beginningless 
time —this ‘eternal potency, eternally in- 
activ,” suddenly without cause created 
from nothing the universe! Is that ra- 
tional or are we compelled to the conclu- 
sion that the potentialities existing now 
hav always existed and always hav been 
operativ as now? j 

The God hypothesis implies more: At 
one time radical change of mind, caprice, 
imperfection, error, either before or after 
the (imaginary) creativ act—all destructiv 
of the Theistic hypothesis. 

The universe exists now. This self- 
evident fact proves beyond doubt —though 
it is an ‘‘inexpugnable ” mystery—that it 
has so ever existed and very like as now; 
and so will always exist. ` 

How? I am as ignorant concerning 
this as a child. I do not pretend to ex- 
plain cosmic problems. All I insist upon 
is that all theories to explain them by pos- 
tulating exterior and antecedent causes— 
«infinit spirits,” ‘‘ supernatural agencies,’ 
or ** Gods," are childish and absurd. All 
greatly intensify the problem; the meth- 
ods of a God are infinitly more mysterious 
than the operations of nature. Do not 
the mysteries of all first causes, their 
methods and origin, again stare us in the 
face? Let us be content and base our 
faith upon reality and fact. ' 

I am, dear GEM, with love to the other 
GEM without the G—your humble and 
grateful servant and pupil in the live of 
linguistic lore—ean you guide me in the 


i f logic and reason as well? 
ee Orro WETTSTEIN. 
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Children’s 8 Gorner. ; 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tien for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


Winsome Baby Bunn. 


Brighter than the stars that rise 
In the dusky evening skies, 
Browrer than the Robin's wing, 
Clearer than a woodland spring, 
Are the eyes of Baby Bunn— 
Winsome Baby Bunn. 


Smile. mother, smile! 

Thinking softly all the while 

Of a tender, blissful day, 
When the dark eyes £o like these 
Of the crerub on your knees 

Stole your girlish heart away. 

Rarest mischief they will do 
When once old enough to steal 

What their father stole from you. 

Smile, mother, smile. 


Winsome Baby Bunn 
Milk-white lilies half unrolled 
Set in calycles of gold, 
Cannot match his forehead fair, 
With its rings of yellow hair. 
Scarlet berry cleft in twain 
Bv a wedge of pearly grain 
Is the mcuth of Baby Bunn. 

Winsome Baby Bunn. 


Weep, mother, weep! 

For the little one asleep, 
With his bead against your breast. 
Never in the coming years 

Will he find 82 sweet a rest. 
Oh, the brow cf Baby Bunn! 
Oh, the scarlet mouth of Bunn! 
One must wear its crown of thorns, 
Drirk its cup of gall must one! 
Though the trembling lips shall shrink 
White with angnish a: the drink, 
And the temples sweat with pain 
Drops of blood like purple rain. 

Weep, mother, weep. 


Winsome little Baby Bunn! 
Not the seashell’s palest tinge, 
Not the daisy’s rose-white fringe, 
Not the softest, faintest glow 
Of the sunset on the snow, 
Is more beautifal or sweet 
Than the wee pirk hands and feet 
Of the little Baby Bunn— 
Winscme Baby Bunn. 
—Battimore American. 


Auntie Bright’s Lectures. 


CAUSE AND Errzcr. — 1I. 

While they were thus discoursing, the 
owner of the camel met them.  *' Hav you 
Been 8 stray camel?" ho asked, 

** Was it a one-syed camel?" asks! Mir 
zir. 

“Yes,” answered the camel. driver. 

** Was it crookad-breasted?” asked Ro- 
bish. 

“Yos.” 

** Had it oil on one side, honey on the 
other, and a woman on its back?" asked 
Ayaz. 

“Yes,” was the eager reply, ‘ 
giv back my camel.” 

“We hav not seen your camel,” said 
they all. Whereupon the camel-driver 
grew very augry and accused the brothers 
of dishonesty. Finally, it was agreed they 
should all proceed on their way to the 
ameer, and present the complicated case 
to him, 

Arriving, and having obtained an audi- 
ence, the cumel-driver stated his case. 

+t These men,” he declared, *' hav found 
8 camel which I lost, and they will not tell 
me where it is.’ 

“ How do you know that they found it?” 
asked the ameer. 

‘* They correctly described it." He then 
related their questions when he first met 
them. 

** We hav not seen his camel," said the 
brothers. 

“Then how could you describe it?” 
asked the ameer. 

“I noticed that the grass where the ani- 
mal had been feeding was cropped only 
on one side of the way,” said Mirzir, 

** hence I thought that the animal had but 
one eye.” 

“I cawthe print of one of its forefeet 
was deep and the other was light," said 
Rabiah; ‘‘ hence I inferred it wes .rooked- 
breasted.” 

* What sagacity and discernment!” ex- 
claimed the ameer; ‘‘ but pray, how did 


‘and now 


“On one side of the path," said Ayaz, 
*'there were flies on the ground, andfon 
theother side, ants. Flies seek for honey, 
ants for oil. The rider in one place dis- 
mounted from her camel, and the prints 
of the feet were thcse of a woman.” The 
jndge commended them heartily for their 
discernment, and having dismissed the 
somewhat mollified camel-driver. asked the 
purpose of their journey thither. After 
exp'anation, their troubles were happily 
adjusted, so that the brothers lived long 
in pesce, loudly praising the'r beloved 
ameer. 


Aunty Bright arose and shook the folds 
of cotton, which she had been industri- 
ovsly knitting during her lecture. Madge 
and Walter arose also, with a sigh of satis- 
| faction and regret 


auntie?” 
“Not many,” was the reply. ‘‘ How- 
ever I may tell you more some other day.” 
Ipa Barrov. 


— 


Correspondence. 


Bernice, Mont., April 18, 1895. 
Dean Miss Wrxon: I saw a letter in 
the Corner by Carrie Kubin asking help 
for the editor of the Little Freethinker 
(Mr. Graves). You will find inclosed fifty 
cents to giv to Mr. Graves. Papa takes 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and we are all Athe- 
ists—no god, no devil, no angels, no 
sainis; all the heaven or all the hell is 
what we make. Iam ten years old—hav 
lived in the country and never went to 

school, but will start to school this fall. 

Yours respectfully, CHLOE Scopes 
[The money has been forwarded to Mr. 
Graves. Chloe must study hard when ste 
goes to school and learn all she can. She 
writes very well for one who hes had no 
schon] advantages, and we are sure she is & 

bright, good girl —E»p. C. C.J 


Yars, Oi Or, April 12, 1895. 

Dzar Miss Wixox: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. Iam eleven years old, 
sud I hav three brothers and one sister. 
The baby is two years old, and is a cun- 
ning little thing. Itake care of him, and 
he likes to run after the sheep. Papa has 
forty-seven head of sheep, and I hav two. 
Oar school-house is two miles and a half 
from here. I study physiology, geography, 
history, arithmetic, and spelling, and I 
read in the fifth reader. Onur teacher's 
name is Mr. Brooks. He gave us eacha 
large and beautiful card, bordered with 
silk fringe, on the last day of school. We 
liv nine miles from the nearest town. 
There is no church there. 

My papa takes TuE TRUTH Serxer, and 
if any little girl would like to correspond 
with me I will gladly answer. 

Your Liberal friend, 
ETSEL VIOLA JOHNSON. 

[Another shining jewel to our coronet of 


Liberal gems.—Ep. C. C.] 


SILVERTON, C OR., April 18, 295. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow: As my other let- 
ter escaped the waste basket, I will try to 
write another. My other letter was written 
from Arkansas, but since that time we bav 
come to Oregon and settled in Silverton, 
Marion county. There area great many 
Secularists here, and we hava very large 
Secular Sunday-school; and, best of all, 
we hav that talented lady, Mra. Katie 
Kehm Smith, to teach us and lecture for 
us every other Sanday. Mrs. Smith in- 
vited five little girls to spend a week at 
her home, Castle Kehm-on-the- Willamette, 
and I was one of them. Castle Kehm is 
such a lovely place! They hav wild flowers 
growing all over their yard. Their house 
is on the main-land, but their chicken- 
house and orchard are on an island. 
Every morning and evening we went over 
to the island with Mr. Smith to feed the 
chickens We had many boat rides. Mrs. 
Smith also taught us how to write on the 
iype-writer. I would like to tell all about 
my visit at Castle Kebm, but my letter is 
too long now. Sol willclose f-r this time. 
Yours affactionately, STELLA WALTERS 


[Stella is fortunate indeed to hav Mrs. 
Smith for a teacher and lecturer. And that 
visit to Castle Kehm-on the-Willamette 
must hav been delightful, and will never 
be forgotten. We would be pleased to hav 
Stella write for the Corner a more extended 
description of the beantiful Castle on tbe 
romantic Willamette.—Ep. C. C.] 


MILLEDOEVILLE Pr Tuu., April 6, 1895. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I address this 
letter to you in the name of Freethought, 
and I know you to be an earnest worker 


| than any books I hav. 


Although I hay 
never seen you, I call you my teacher, for 
Y'hav learned more from your books and 
writings in Tan TauvH SEEKER than from 
all the teachings T ever had at school. 

Iam seventeen yearsof age, and hav one 
sister, aged thirteen. My mother is an in- 
valid; she is paralyze i and has not walked 
& step for thirteen Years. 

My sister spoke in a county contest last 
Thursday night and got second prize, a 
gold meda!. She is going to speak in 
another contest in about two weeks, and 
in another county contest next August. 
And as we bav exhausted our supply of 
pieces to speak. I write to you to send us 
(if it would not be putting you to too much 
tronble) some good patriotic pieces and 
recitations, declamations and orations of 
any kind; and I would like very much to 
hav the piece entitled '* Wearing Out the 
Carpet," which was printed in Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER once, but I lost it. And if you 
know of any good books containing reci- 
tations that you can recommend, I would 
like to know where to send for them. I 
am just starting outasaschool-teacher and 
would be glad of any suggestions you 
would make. 

Now the reason I hav written to you in 
this matter is this, I know you to be s com- 
petent judge of such things, and because, 
in this section of the country, we are the 
only Infidels and it it impossible to get 
pieces that are devoid of superstitior, and 
one does not like to speak what one does 
not believe. I inclose one dollar to pay 
you you for your trouble, and if there are 
any exoenses over that, when you write 
tell me how much it is and I will send it to 
you. Erta M. HUNTER. 


[To be regarded as a teacher by so bright | mp 


a young lady as Ella is a source of pride 
and pleasure. The material asked for has 
been forwarded, and if any of our readers 
has the piece, ‘‘ Wearing Oat the Carpet,” 
and will forward it to Miss Hunter’s ad- 
dress, it will be conferring a favor upon a 
worthy and intelligent reader of the Cor- 
ner. — Ep. C. C.] 


False Economy 
is practiced by people who buy inferior articles 
of fod The Gail Borden Eagle B-and Con- 
densed Milk is the best iofant food. Infant 
Feaitn is the title of a valuable pamphlet for 
motters. Sent free by New York Condensed Milk 
Company,N. Y. ` 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that s af orator Brose oem 
"Life," by "the prince of orators,” O 
Ingersoll. AH is larger and better than. ‘tbe old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. Inthe center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
cruthfully described as, ‘* one of the mastorpiecos 
Of the orator and poet, who now, as far as 
know, stands alone i in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the, 
vrice only 75 cents, post-paid. 


SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 
Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 


& Student of Science Cloth, 81, 
Woman: Four Centuries vf Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
AN in a Lifetime; A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300 pp. 
Apples of Gold, And Othe Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, S83 pp., $1 25. 
The Story Hoar. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, W: Without Rapereti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Onl y Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s ort book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
trated covers: 4to. 224 pp., boards, 81. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 

broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

e Foolishness of Prayer. Think of 

a minister's pra ying God to kill grassh pers, 

or trying to induce the Deity to underie 

crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 


Price, 10 cents. 
Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesn  nsane? Price, 10 cents, 
The Publ Schools and the Catholie 
Chureb. rise, b cente, 


rare THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


CowTENTS—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. original Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Qontemporary Evidence. Paley's''Evidences d 
Christianivv " Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus PES From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Ohristian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
, Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price. Cleth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette PI.. New York. 


ALL styles of watches from $1.38 ap. Hand- 
e! some catalogue f free. Bafe Watch Oo.. 9 Murray 
street. New *2t19 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 95 oante 


A UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


OLD TESTAMENT 


STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh, 


It will 
Corner 
the 
Parson, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


. The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Atthenticity of the 
Old Testam:nt—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


A Pages. Hi 


CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloody Joshua, 
Some Giants, ^ The Çempaign of Deborah and Barak 


The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
À Queer Family, i 
Isaac and His “Bister,” 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses 
Balaam the Diviner, 


Against Jabin and Ñisera, 
General Gideon, 

ephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 
Ruth and Boaz. 
Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


“ How interesting!" exclaimed Madge. 
“And they were logicians, to be sure. Do 
you know any more Eastern legends, 


you know that the camel was loaded with 
boney and oil, and carried a woman on its 
back?” 


in this cause, for I havin my possession 
your two books, ‘‘Apples of Gold” and 


‘Story Hour,” and I think more cf those j 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York city 
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Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tur 
Trora SmgmkER Oompany, at the price 
named. 


A Tare oF 4 Hato. By Morgan A. Rob- 
ertson. Illustrated by A. Carey K. 
Jurist. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. ihe 
Truth Seeker Company, New York. 

If it were not for the author's intimation 
that this little volume of satiric verse has a 
serious intent, it might be taken simply as 
a clever, amusing, and somewhat profane 
“skit,” having no other object than to 
make the unthinking laugh by a burlesque 
presentation of things generally held 
sacred. But Mr. Robertson seems to hav 
drawn his inspiration from the A. P. A. 
movement, for we are distinctly informed 
that the satire is aimed at the Roman Cath- 
olic church, although whatever is offensiv 
in the poem would seem to be about as of- 
fensiv to orthodox Protestants as to Oatho- 
lies. Briefly outlined, the poem narrates 
the exploits of Beelzebub in the heavenly 
city, who, bent on mischief, disguises him- 
self as one of the redeemed, passes the 
gate by ‘‘ bluffing” St. Peter, and, joining 


the heavenly host, fills their breasts with | 


envy and discontent by exhibiting a halo 
of brightness far superior to any of those 
furnished from the heavenly storehouse. 
The fiend is detected and denounced by 
the Archangel Michael, whereupon he 
doffs his disguise, defies the angelic throng, 
and throws the whole heavenly city into 
turmoil and uproar. The tumult continues 
until St. Patrick arrives from Ireland, 
where he has been helping to celebrate his 
birthday. This renowned saint, bethink- 
ing himself of the efficacy of the sign of 
the cross in such emergencies, soon has 
the fiend subdued and submissiv. The 
motiv of the poem is shown in a brief 
confab which Beelzebub has with Michael, 
wherein the fiend maintains that the plan of 
salvation is a failure because there are 
many good men in hell, while heaven 
abounds with hypocrits and death-bed 
repenters. 

"That's 80," said the archangel, scratching his 


chin. . . 
"For that is the way St. Peter got in." 


Miehael, indeed, has a grudge against 
St. Peter, and on one occasion, seeking for 
evidence that would bring about his re- 


moval from the office of doorkeeper, inves-' 


tigates his '' record," with this result: 


And so through the pages he carefully sought 

Wor data sufficient to make a good case, 

And fouad that the saint was an impious, base 

And hardened old hypocrit up to his death; 

And oniy in fact, with his very last breath | 

Had, gabled the prayer which allowed him to 
we 

For the future in Heaven instead of in Hell. 

His end had been sad. He had stolen the pay 

of a soldier of Rome, and had gone on his way 

Pursued by the soldier, who won in the race, 

And dealt bim aterribls blow with his mace. . 

Which brougnt nim to earth with a broken back- 


bone 
(And thus had the soldier recovered his own.) 
But Peter expressed his emotions 1n prayer, 
Interlarded with curses that blistered the air. | 
And the bystanders wagered some trifling 
amounts . : 
As to which he would make up his mind to re- 
,nounce-  . 1 
His prayers or his curses; for this would foretell 
Just where he was going to, Heaven or Hell. 
But Peter was lucky; his last moment came 
As Be wound up a prayer and before he could 
rame . 
A new malediction; and Heaven rejoiced __ 
With exceeding great joy, and the glad tidings 


voic 
That the sheep which was lost had returned to 


the fold: 
While fhe soldier, who'd bet on it, doubled his 
gold, 

As Peter is held in reverence by the 
whole Christian world, it is difficult to see 
how such a libel on the great Apostle can 
be taken simply as a hit at the Catholic 
church. Protestant, Greek, and Arminian 
would alike join in resenting it, were it 
worthy of being taken seriously. The 
poem, in fact, considered as a shaft aimed 
at a great religious body, is simply ridicu- 
lous; but at the same time it is lively and 
animated and exhibits a coarse but gen- 
uin humor that, in case the reader is not 
too much shocked at its irreverence, makes 
it both readable and entertaining.— Syra- 
cuse Herald. 

Fn S end 


Great Opportunity To Make Money! 


Ihav had such splendid success that I can’t 
help writing to you about it. I hav not made 
less than $5, and some days from $15to 825. Lam 
really elated, and can’t see why others do not go 
into the Dish Washer business at once. I hav 
not canvassed any; sell all my washers at home. 
‘They give such good satisfaction that everyone 
sold, Felps to sell many others. I believe in a 

ear I can make a profit of Three Thousand Del- 

ars, and attend to my regular business besides, 

When a Ulimax Dish Wasner can, be bought for 
$5, every jam.ly wants one, and it is very easy 
selling what everybody wants to buy. For par- 
tioulars, address the Climax Mfg. Uo., dolumbus, 
Ohio. I think any lady or gentleman, anywhere, 
can make irom $5 to 8108. ay. I wonld like to 
have your readers try this business, aud let us 
know through your columns how they succeed. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic dofinitions of theo 
logical terms. Price, % cents. 


400 Years 
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By Samuel Porter Putnam 
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Back, Marbled Edges. 
With The Truth Seeker for 


$5. 


One Year, 


TI 


Four Hundred Years. 
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all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 


three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. 


investment. 


lighted that they got such a bargain. 
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organized force. 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. 
book. 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 


$6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE  PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 


stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—ae 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 


As for the subject matter of Four Hoxprep Yzars or Ferer- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches of the lives 


It is a world book and a home 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 


OF $ 
“reethoughti 


eoa. 


R A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 
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Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 
Introduction. I The God aud Man of the Bible. II. God aud the Devil 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was 


III. Is the Bible Con” 
He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy aud Expectancy? V. Jesus 


Righteousness. VI, Did the Disciples Look for au Immediate Resurrection? VII. 
Peat Dove tho Bible Teach Regarding the Second Coming of Ohrist? VIIL The Christ Spirit Out- 


side the Bible. IX What Is the Bible? X. How Man Advances. XI. Wh 


Do Men Cling to the 


y 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a God? XIV. Reward and 


Punishment. XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 


A Book that should be in the hands of all who seek the Light. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


The Truth Seeker, New York. 
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RIGHT LIVING 3 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy io be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH REEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersolls Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide." 


Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 
The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYET15 PLACE. New York. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


4. Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


Dw” 


M SYNOPSIS: 
1. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an infinite Series of Designers. 
fI. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneticent. 
LIT. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
is Processes Are Egregiously Blow, 
They Are Egregiously W astefnl, 
fey Qiten Berre No Use, | esh 
They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. 
(V. What ls Oalled Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomv and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a Forst Canse. 
Embracing & Succinot Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
NS NSA NS SNS NS NIN 
Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
2% Lafayette Place. N Y. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pages, full of soientifi 
thought. The story of this great scientist's life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, Naw Vark (Y ty 


THE THE 
BRAIN +» BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 

AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader'8 sense of logio and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. dress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


j ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ ana Vicegerents af God. 
Paper, 50 couts: cloth, 75 conta 


Address 


" 
oo 
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Jf ot for Parsons. 


AN old chief gave his experience of In- 
cian agents this way: ‘*Spose agent heap 
tad map. heap swear, steal half Injun 
klanket, Injun flour; sposa agent lovum 
Jesus, steal all." 


Rosinson: *'' There's a great deal of 
complaint about that entertainment for the 
church. They say five hundred tickeis 
were cold, and the hall would hold only 
three hundred people." Mrs. Robinson: 
e Well why didn't the others come early ?" 
— Puck. 


KzN1Tccxx Sunday-school superintendent 
(to pastor): **See here, I'm not going to 
teach this school any longer if I've got to 
leave my revolver at home. Only yester- 
day Colonel Kilgore wiped the floor with 
me because I contradicted his statement 
that Moses was found in a clothes basket 
at the second battle of Bull Run.” 


Warme the House was in session Sun- | 


day night, which by legislativ fiction was 


called part of Satnrday, Mr. Broderick, i 


of Kansas, strolled over to the seat of Mr. 
Bailey, of Texas, who has a great reputa- 
tion as a parliamentarian. ‘‘Bailey,” que- 
ried the Kansan, **do you suppose the 
LIIId Congress by calling this Saturday 
will be able to fool the Lord?” “I don’t 
know,” replied Mr. Bailey, doubtfully; 
“perhaps it will It has fooled everybody 
else.”— St. Louis Globe- Democrat. 


Aw Argus reporter heard something that 
was alike ludicrous and shocking Sunday 
ri ht. It was just at the portal of a church 
as the congregation were coming ont. 
Two nice looking young men were coming 
cut breathing grand sentiments of piety 
and sound theology regarding the sermon 
they had just listened to. One of them 
slipped on a piece of ice, and his arms and 
legs flew around in eight or ten different 
directions at once. As soon as he recov- 
ered his equilibrium he ripped out: ‘‘J— 
C— (not John Collins), a little more aud 
Id hav gone to h— sure." Then a deep 
and dark-blue silence fell on all the place. 
—Portland Argus. 


OUR ABSURD AND OPPRESSIV BLUE LAWS, 


If I were a philosopher I might offer 
some reflections on and draw some deduc- 
tions from certain perplexities that baset 
men of this city on Sunday, anent your 
editorial of yesterday. As, for instance, 
if I were a philosopher, I might ask my- 
self where freedom of action ends and re- 
straint begins. 

On Sunday Mr. De Smythe is at liberty 
—if he is a member of an uptown club—to 
enter its reception-room, call for any 
beverage, vinous, malt, or spirituous, and 
hav it brought to him with most perfunc- 
tory elegance by a swallow-tailed waiter. 
But Mr. De Smythe is not permitted on 
that holy day to buy beer, wine, or liquor 
at a hotel or saloon bar. 

On Sunday John Smith is free to go 
to the park or a garden and listen to the 
strains that issue from the kiosk, but he is 
restrained on that holy day from listening 
to instrumental music in a public hall. He 
may go to a concert in the evening, where 
gems from operas are sung hy Melba, De 
Reszke, or Scalchi, but he cannot hear an 
opera in its entirety. 

On Sunday he may take a p'easure trip 
on a steamboat or may witness a swim- 
ming match, but he is debarred from see- 
ing athletes bat at a baseball. On Sunday 
he may buy a,cigar, but it is made a crime 
to sell him a pair of gloves or an umbrella. 
On Sunday he may drive with consider- 
able rapidity on the Boulevard, but he 
may not witness a race. 

On Sunday Mr. De Smythe’s coachman 
is permitted to drive him to the church 
door and wait on the box till the service is 
over, and after that may drive him to his 
club, where he gets his dinner and his bot- 
tle of '64 Hochheimer; but the coachman 
may not take either wife or sweetheart 
on Sunday to a grove where there are mu- 
Bie and beer, Hochheimer, or anything but 
plain Crotonheimer. 

On Sunday he may buy a good dinner 
either at his club or at a hotel, but the 
grocers are forbidden, under penalties, to 
sell him the wherewithal to make a Sunday 
dinner at home. 

On Sunday De Smythe may be shaved 
by the obsequious Figaro at his club- 
rooms, but it is now contemplated that 
this necessity shall be denied to plain John 
Smith at the hair-dressing rooms through- 
out the city. : 

On Sunday he may look at the pano- 
rama in Twenty-fourth street, but the sight 
of à pantomime in Fourteenth street is de- 
barred him. 

On Sunday he may hear the blare of 
trumpets and the music of Cappa’s band at 
the head of a funeral parade, but itinerant 
musicians with the best of intentions and 
wind are not allowed to play for him on 
this same Sunday. 

Strange, isn't it? 

And if I were a philosopher I might 
descant on the howness of the why, but as 
Lam not I simply state the facts.— Wm. 
Geo. Oppenheim, in New York. World, 
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NEW YORK: 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


eeker Annual 


Freetliinlgrs Almanac, 
1395. 


| . (E. M. 295.) 
i | CONTENTS. 


Freethought in the Church and in 
the Higher Literature. 


Hamilton, - - - 
Education of Children. 

Wixon, - =~ a - 
Secular Sunday Schools. 

Kehm Smith, - -= 


The Freethought Federation of 
America. Samuel P, Putnam. 
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Macdonald, - - 


Blasphemy. Judge Parker’s De- 
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The Bible Inquirer. 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 


CONTAINING 148 PROPOSIT.ONS. 


. With References to the most 2luin and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
er ptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively and No.atively by Quotations from the 


Bible. 


Also, Other Bible References of Impertance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised und Enlarged.——— Price, 25 Cents. 


Alene 


TRE TRIITH SERRER. 92 I afavette Plana. Naw York City. 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


$3295; - 


$8950; - 


B275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 


sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. 


Its durability and its capac- 


ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Groraz Srrox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 


ing as follows: 


“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sranor Fasan, of the Paris 


Conservatory, says: 


“T have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 


merits, compared them with those of the best American and European | 


makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 
Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to TRUTH SEEKER readers at. the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 


cago. 


Full description of instruments sent on application. 


Every piano is 


If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 


your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


‘In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


‘The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better ; for if a man reads it one night 
on his wey home, the next night he 
will take along some Oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by IxaznsOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxexmsoLr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of. thought.” 

A lecture by IxazasoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 76 cents. 


May 4, 1895] 


Cins of Phought. 


To pray is to flatter oneself that one will 
change entire nature with words. — Vol- 
taire. 


No virtue has ever been found to flow 

from the theological studies of the church. 
. —David Swing. 

Most people dread far more the social 
frown which follows the doing of some- 
thing conventionally wrong, than they do 
the qualms of conscience which follow the 
doing of something intrinsically wrong.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


MinrrARY training incites to military 
methods, jast as pugilistic training incites 
to pagilism. It nurses the brutish propen- 
sities. Yet we hav educators who advocate 
the military for the schools and colleges of 
the republic. — Progressiv Age. 


Great struggles are before us; great 
contests for the right. Liberty is not yet 
achieved. Truth is not yet on the throne. 

. The press and platform must take the 
place of sword and cannon in still mightier 
combats in the arena of the world, — Sam- 
uel P. Putnam. 


A ronrTIOADL Victory, & rise of rents, the 
recovery of your sick or the return of your 
absent friend or some other quite externa! 
event raises your spirits, and you think 
good days are preparing for you. Do not 
believe it. It can never beso. Nothing 
ean bring you peace but the triumph of 
principles.—R. W. Emerson. 


Ano then the woman, thus taught by her 
lords, has begun to retort in these latter 
days by endeavoring to enslave the man in 
return. Unable to conceive the bare idea 
of freedom for both sexes alike, she seeks 
equality in an equal slavery. That she 
will never achieve. The future is to be 
free. We hav transcended serfdom. 
Women shall henceforth be the cquals of 
men, not by leveling down, but by level- 
ing up; not by fettering the man, but by 
elevating, emancipating, unshackling the 
woman.—Grant Allen. 


Any interruption of the commerce of 
liberty, so long a3 individuals do not tres- 
pass, is a blow at social harmony. It is 
.not necessary that all men should talk 
sense, but is necessary that all should 
speak in the atmosphere of honesty and 
freedom. Do not put up more walls 
Throw open the windows.  Reduoe the 
barriers. Giv enmities a chance to shake 
hands. Invite thought into the open air. 
Do not drive it to subterranean chambers 
and caves. Nothing sacred was ever really 
defended by the sacrilege of oppression. — 
Horace L. Traubel. 


A aREAT man adds to the sum of knowl- 
edge, extends the horizon of thought, re- 
leases souls from the Bastile of fear, crosses 
unknown and mysterious seas, giva new 
islands and new continents to the domain 
of thought, new constellations to the fir- 
manent of mind. A great man does not 
seek applause or place; he seeks for truth; 
he seeks the road to happiness, and what 
he ascertains he givs to others. A great 
‘man throws pearls before swine, and the 
swine are sometimes changed to men. If 
the great had always kept their pearls, 
vast multitudes would be barbariaus now. 
A great man isa torch in the darkness, a 
beacon in superstition’s night, an inspira- 
tion and a prophecy, — Zngersoll. 


It is perfectly proper for an individual 
to resist aggression and to restrain a prob- 
able aggressor, and it is therefore right for 
him to unite with others to do these acts. 
But he has no right as an individual to in- 
terfere with actions of other non-aggressiv 
persons. For this reason he can delegate 
no such right to any agent, whether cailed 
& government or anything else. Neither 
ean one man hav the right tocompel others 
to be good, even supposing it were possi- 
blé for him to do so. Where could he get 
any such right? Most people would recog- 
nize this fact in their personal conduct to- 
ward other individuals, a:d yet when it 
comes to matters of good government, 
would be found advocating all kinds of 
measures for the repression and punish- 
ment of vice. — E. D. Burleigh. 


Nor all the experiences of eternity could 
surpass the sublimity of one well spent 
day. And this we hav now within our 

“grasp Yes, but you desire the happiness 


Deafness Cannot Be Cared 


by local applications as they cannot reach the 
diseased portion of theear. There is only one 
way to cure deafness, and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafners is caused by an in- 
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the 
Eustachian Tube. When this tube is inflamed 
you have a rumbling sound orimperfect hearing, 
and when it is entirely closed, Deafness is the re- 
sult. and un'ess the inflammation can be tak n 
out and this tube restored to its normal condi- 
tion, hearing will be destroyed f.rever: nine 
casen out of ten are caused by catarrh, which is 
nothing but an inflamed condition of the mucous 
surfaces. 

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that cannot be 
cured by Hall's Ogtarrh Cure. Send for cirou- 
lars; free. _ F. J, OHENEY & 00., Toledo, O. 
E^ Bold by Druggists, 766. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


.of a day to be repeated forever. Well, 
and suppose this prospeet is denied you, 
or that you hav no reasonable expectation 
of the fulfilment of your hope of immor- 
tality. Will you refuse to be righteous 
for one day, or one year, ' r seventy years? 
Is this loyalty to truth and morality? You 
will not be virtuous even for a day, be- 
cause your everlasting existence is not 
guaranteed! From such mulish obstinacy 
and from such tainted ethics Rationalism 
turns with abhorrence. Whether it be for 
one brief revolution of the earth, or for 
unlimited ages, a vision of truth and 
beauty, acd the oppcrtunity and power to 
liv with honor, are the greatest gifts that 
ean bless the chi'dren of the universe.— 
F. J Gould. 
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SEF THAT - CURVE! 


- Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m les of Media county seat 
and within four mis of Chester,:a, on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the p ace. some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place but are old buildings. 
Wi hin five minutes walk of the railroad ation, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley Jine b;tween 
EA and Chester, withless than five minates' 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
&nd it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would Put a modern house on it. Fight 
years azo the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,00C 
per ac:e. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 


= The New Way to Boil Eggs. 


, Break the egg into the cup and boil it in the cup 
instead of in theshell. Serve it in the same cup, 


The Premier Egg Cup 


is made of white china, with German Silver cover. 
If the Crockery Dealer cannot supply you, for = 
$1.00 we will send. postpaid. 5 cups l-egg size, or = 
4 cups 2-egg size. Sample Cup 20 cts. in stamps. = 

PREMER EGG CUP CO., Syracuse, N.Y. E 
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CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a studv in the evolution of relig- 
icus ideas. touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the anthenticit 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo b»ok of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in raper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in PET 50 cents in cloth 
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|FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHUROH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS vr SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. — 


DESIGNS BY WATS^N HESTON, 
WITH POkTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 
d represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
9 u Missionaries. 


The Church Robbing the People 


“ 
E a Thanksgiving. 1 2 The Lord’s Instruments, 
H PE Sabbath Laws. aati Bf Bible poctrines snd Their Results, 
i d A 1 e Chu n very. 
10 bi Woman and the Church. . 2 a Viste and Politics. 
6 » The Church and Thomas Paine. 4 ^ eland and the Chureh. |. 
$^ 6 AM md Serenoa o 7 NE EN a A 
t i Science. i 
ts The Glergy and Their Flocks. 4 kd Unkind Reflections on the Church 
1 - Pict A in Our Fenitentiaries, A B Ter ire or the Church. 
4 ‘ e Atonement Scheme. o . 
4 id The Lord and His Works. 8 2 Heaven. 
2 " Prayer. 6 s 
10 s The Creeds. 7 s cellaneous. 
1 io: Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub 
lished. We must give the Truth pecker CO an the credis T putting she book n tho roach ot all. 

i rice if world have been a cheap book. ist Heston le- 
enc ds n d aderful 8vcoess. an! we judge from our own f-elings that nearly every Liberal in 


signer is a wondi 33. A 
America wiil desire a cop of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves +o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethouht,and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of :his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter tht serve first as expionations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the ntter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 

cok i3 one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 
poos of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEH. 


In 


Ahead 0f 


ing Bicycles. 


19 to 23 Ibs. 
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PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rav. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 
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@ AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER !! @ 
" We want 1000 more active agents before © 
silver orstamps. | Established in 1882. Ad- 
learn to maintain vigor and regain if 
has providentially saved thousands. 


July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
ean be easily made inanylocality ; our goods 
H samples entirely F er 6 
o 
dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
CO., Boston, M. 
4] by reading the mostcompleteboolt of 
Medieal, Social, Sexual Science, 
Its essays on niarriage. parentage, 
adaptation, marital failures, etc., 


sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
i CREE and allow 50 
cent. commission on all sales. Send to-day 6 

for full particulars, or we will send with 
aluable sample of our goods in è 
Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in e 

é ass. 

oe 00 6406060 06290062006 
WispoM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH. 
Wise men study nature, shun disease 
by an eminent physician of 35 years 
j experience. The *'old, original, 
standard” work, endorsed by all, 
imitated by many, equalled by none. 
inspired by wish to aid humanity, it 
are of inestimable value to all now 
married cr who ever expect to bo 
j The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
#3 colored charts of vital organs, 200 
ents, 21 chromos showing 


life—development of man. 
APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 


D : nly $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


CONSULTATION FREE. 

This has been my standing 
offer during forty years past, 
a pledge made in over half a 
million copies of myg* Medi- 
cil Common Sense and Plain 
Home ‘valk "—I stand by it. 
Anyone afflicted. with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
or troubled about some pri- 
vate affair in which the help 
of a physician of broad and long experience is 
desired, is welcome to stato the case to me, in 

erson or by letter, (sending return postage) and 
Twin advise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
send, if wanted, my “ Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health,” “Da, E, B. Foote, 122 Lex. AVe, New York. 


ib SLEREOFHUGDIC "EXHIBITIONS, $to 
C A profitable business for a man with a amati capital. Aisa, 
i & for Home Amussment. 35C ae Setckue SYG: 
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"Those 
Atilicte 
/ with 


charges, 
Varico« 


ee 


ele, Wentatand Physical Debility 

nd who are desirous of being cured, & 

ooklet will be sent to their address for 

en cents, scaled^in & plain envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms of the cori 

5i plaints, and 2 description of the Doctor's 

i * important medical discovery—an Qut» 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence —with evidences of suc- 
cc Address, — DR, R. P. FELLOWS, 


Say where you saw this adver. - Vineland, N. J. 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF or twenty years, and his remedies ars 
an outgrowth of this long practice, whicb should 
give confidence to those afflioted. 
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OUT SKYLARKING. 
Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple. —Matt. iv, 5. 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Ir is understood that in Illinois the 
Silver Democrats wili combine with the 
Populista. 


A poll of the Missouri legislature seems 
to indicate that a majority are in favor of 
Íree silver. 


In round numbers, the expenses of our 
postal department are $90,000,000 per 
year; the receipts, $84,000,000. 


GovERNOoR Morton, of New York, has 
signed the bil which provides that all 
stone used in public buildings in New 
York shall be dressed in the state. 


In the Tennessee legislature the house 
adopted by the vote of 43 to 30 the senate 
resolution declaring in favor of the free 
coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 to 1. 


Governor Evans, of South Carolina, 
defies the injunction of Federal Judge 
Gott and continues to seize liquor brought 
into the state in violation of the dispensary 
law. 


By the bursting of the Bouzey dike near 
Epinal, France, nearly every bridge on 
the Arviére so far as tbe flood extended was 
swept away, and 115 deaths hav been re- 
ported, 


On April 24th President Cleveland pro- 
moted Brig.-Gen. Wesley Merritt to be 
major-general snd Col. John P. Coppin- 
ger of the Twenty-Third Infantry to be 
brigadier-general. 


A POLICE census of New York city has 
just been taken. It shows a population of 
1,849,866, a gain of 139,151 since October, 
1890, or, compared with the federal census 
of that year, a gain of 334,515. 


THe capacity of the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art in Central Park is to be 
doubled, the legislature having appropri- 
ated $1,000,000 for that purpose, $200,000 
to be spent each year for five years. 


A CONFERENCE of prominent silver advo- 
cates will be held in Salt Lake City on 
May 15th. The governors of ten Western 
states and territories will appoint three 
delegates from each to the conference. 


Tue Russian government has expelled 
Mme. Modjeska from Warsaw because of 
charges against Russia which the actress 
made in the Chicago Art Institute in a 
speech on the subject of Polish women. 


More than sixteen hundred soldiers 
and civilians were killed during the three 
days’ stubborn fighting in the streets of 
Lima, Peru, which immediately preceded 
the overthrow of the Ceceres government. 


AT the Ninth annual convention of the 
American Thecsophists, held in Boston on 
April 28, William Q. Judge was elected 
perpetual president, and by a vote of 195 
to 10 it was decided to secede from the in- 
ternational organization, 


THe new Supreme Court of Virginia 
refused to permit Belva Lockwood to 
qualify to practice law in that state. The 
preceding court, the members of which 


were retired on the first of last January, 

decided that women were eligible for ad- 

mission to the bar, but Mrs. Lockwood 

neglected toquslify while they were on the 
ench, 


In 1875 the sum paid by the United 
States government in pensions was $29.- 
456,216; it was a little less in each of the 
succeeding three years, and from 1879 to 
1898 it steadily augmented, in the latter 
year reaching the total of $159.357,557. 
In 1894 it fell slightly, being $141,177, 284. 


Maxmo Goxzz, the Cuban leader who 
took part in the last insarrection in that 
island, has recently succeeded in landing 
with some companions and will hav com- 
mand of the insurgent forces. The Span- 
ish authorities tried to keep the news of 
his arrival from reaching the outside 
world, lest it should ‘‘stimulate the en- 
thusiasm " of the friends of the insurgents 
in the United Statesand Central America, 


Rossi, Germany, and France hav for- 
mally protested to Japan against the per- 
manent occupation of any portion of the 
Chivese mainland by Japan, as contem- 
plated by the treaty of peace between the 
two Eastern countries. England and Italy 
are apparently inclined to remain neutral, 
although the former nation might, in cer- 
tain contingencies, side with Japan, The 
Japanese government is between two fires, 
for if it relinquishes any of the advantges 
secured by the war and ratified by the 
treaty, its own people are likely to revolt, 
dissatisfied asa good many of them already 
are, the demands of the government on 
China having been altogether too moderate 
to suit the extremists, Onthe other hand, 
Russia is pretty certain to insist that she 
hav a big slice of China if Japan retains 
the Liao Tung peninsula. 


For damages amounting to $77,500 ac- 
eruing from injuries inflicted upon British 
subjects, including a consular representa- 
tiv, in Nicaragua, English marines hav oc- 
eupied the port of Corinto. The Nic- 
araguan government has declared the port 
closed, and the town has been deserted by 
officials and people. The English intended 
to eollect custom duties to the amount of 
damages and costs, but this action of the 
Nicaraguans will force them to occupy all 
the ports of the republic. The Nicaraguan 
government has temporarily baffled the 
English and at the same time placed the 
United States, evidently with very delib- 
ate intent, in a most delicate position. 
By the Clayton-Bulwer treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain, 
the latter nation cannot erect any for- 
tification, or occupy, fortify, or colonize 
any part of Central America through 
which territory the ship canal may pass, 
and without doing this England has no 
SS rc qe Ae ee 


“Intercourse Between the Soul and Body." 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 6 cents. 
Interesting b;ok- by same author: 


* Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp.,...... .75 
* Divine Love and Wisdom,” 248 pp...... .75 
" Divine Providence," 808 pp.,............. 75 
“Conjugal Love," 472 pp +++. 81.00 


True Christian Religion,” 983 PP... n.. 1.50 
“ Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1,2, 3,4 each, $1 
Bend for Descriptive Catalogue to the Ameri 

Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Motley, 

* 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


chance to collect her admittedly just 
claim against Nicaragua. On the rep- 
resentations of the government of the 
United States England had agreed that 
Nicaragua should hav more time to pay 
the debt, but as the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment would not concur in the arrangement 
the seizure of Corinto was necessitated. 
The London Graphi: points out that 
**President Jackson in 1834 laid down 
that it was a well settled principle where 
one nation owed another a debt which it 
neglected to pav, that the creditor nation 
might seize eufficient property belonging 
to the debtor nation or its subjecte with- 
out giving just cause for war." 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


**'The advertisement of that well known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the publie, He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public.” 


The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as & writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings” of his few idle hours, But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His * € OTTO WETTSTEIN ” 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL: INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 

& Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, ete., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILE. 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein 

Watch. 
The Ingersoll Sou 
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RELIGION NOT HISTORY 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By PBOor. F W. NEWMAN Price 25 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


: Price. $1,5Q. 


| $670,694,439. 


m 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our 


amphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
or Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in aH Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arra'ged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa, 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

_ This pamphlet is the only ono of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. ‘ihe figures, bein 
Jerived from the Government Ceusus of 1890, wi 
not be superseded until the cen us of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
-nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
;0 3xist. 

By sing!e copics the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
esductions are made: 


l'en copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fiftv copies, - . - - 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - | - - 8.00 
Larger quantities at special rates. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 


Writes every letter insigLt of operator. 
d Does most otf the work in writing AUTOMAT- 
ICALLY, snd yields in the time thus saved 

A additional work. 


E It acts as if it studied the convenience of 
the operator at every turn, and thereby 
lightens his labor and renders him capable 
of doing more. 

| «thas aknack of keeping well, and is al- 

§ ways ready at critical or other times. 
Thcse are some of the reasons why itis 

y different from all other writing machines. 

ghe catalogue tells you more about it. 

FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


307 Broadway, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WICH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Futnams works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be.withoujt 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies fo» $i. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 16 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks 
pere could not write, ete. Price, 20cents, ` 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 


editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine, Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius sud Casca. Price, 5 cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavotte Place. New York. 
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A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS: 


(s) 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools: 
and the Home, 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OoMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, ; 
For sale at THIS OFFIOR: 
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Something a Little Extra for Truth Seeker Readers, To Our Friends: 


For a good many years Mr. Samuel Porter Putnam’s “News and Notes" have been a 

. . H ? 
feature of Tue TRUTH SEEKER very greatly admired by its readers. Their diversity and ver- Don't you know 
 salility and poetically descriptive qualities have been universally admired and imitated—but l 


never copied with success. some Fre eth j nker who 
As President of all the nationally-organized Freethought of this country, Mr. Putnam E 


on April 24th started on a visit to the Freethinkers of England. Officially and privately 
he will undoubtedly have a grand reception. England is a great country in a small space, does not now, butwho 
with a big history, in which Freethought has played and is playing a conspicuous part. 

While he is gone Mr. Putnam will be duly commissioned as correspondent of Tux | would su bscribe to 
TaurH SEEKER, and will write for the benefit of our readers the generals and particulars of 
his trip. Every English Freethinker in this country will want to read this account. It will do : 
him good. Every American Freethinker will find these letters by Mr. Putnam vastly enter- TH E T RUTH SEEK- 
taining, instructive, poetic, and good reading. 

New subscriptions for this event should begin now and run for six months. A three ER if YOU called his 
months’ trial trip will just get you into the middle of them, but if you can’t do better take that, 
for we know you will renew. Ask any fonder = Mr. Pana ers and Notes” i they are attention to the Pa- 
not worth the cost of a whole year’s subseription, and if he does not say YES, we will refund 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. , pe r ? 


the subscription you send. 


VAVAVAY 


TORN IIL LDPE LI LL 


290 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[May 11, 1895 


WITH 
THE 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


NR 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru Szrxer one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGET” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedoni's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 


glory of Woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church 

S PEC IA L (euis us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 

(DRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ^ 

we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated By WATSON 


ocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 
12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER f FREE OF CHARGES. 
free, a copy in boards of 
HESTON, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


TO GET 
* FOUR HUN 
AND F URTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
THE GREATEST BOCK OF TIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


ORR 


Ne 
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For $5 we willsend Taz Trurms Ssegsr one year ($8) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains 4 
picture of Paine, of.the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tax Terura Seeger one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Terura Szezzr one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura Srrkz& one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurm Surxzr one year ($8) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurs Szexzr one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tax Truru Serer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 

Will be sent for $4.50. Tho 

2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION, 
EEEER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar Spoons and 'TRUTH 8: 5. Eit kin 
Eit bowl, too more, Address THN TRUTH BEER DR” © Either kind (Tos or Sugar) Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPMON BLANK 


— OF— 


2A The Truth Seeker. 


ee 


CUE Drafto, Checho and Money Ordera, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


———— 99 ——— ——— 


CE TERMS SD 


SUBSCRIPTION 5 . g SAMPIE COPIES FREE, 
» Türee months, (trial subscribers, in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 
Six S. s . e - 1.50 one remittance, e 2. > c5 o $7 
: Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 | One subscription with three new subscribers, in 
One subscription two years, — '* ee a 5.00 one remittance, e © © © 9 a 8.50 
Two new subscribers, » “o oe o 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, e > 52 52 5. + 10,00 
(397^ Fill out the accompanying Subscription remittance, 0c 0c © e e 500 


Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate (¢3) 
vill get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /ree, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 


free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
ith them the advantages of the club rates. 
This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


L 
In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending T 
Eight Cones: of Paine’s “Age of Reason” to separate addresses “he Tenth Seeker Oo., 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting people 8L te P. New Y. 
read THE TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the T AO Mee eer KOAR: | 
following offer : Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for..— — — year 


feclosed find $.— in payment of the same. 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


NAMES. POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., ir ANY.) & STATE. 
We feel confident that everyone who reads THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 
We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear === f 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or | í sare 
; ers į RDIR E — — 
A Club of Trial Subscriptions. | ra pi 
For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this +~---= má cenae - —— Í E iik p 
at the rates given. Rated ae Se 
We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 2A MEE MEER ore eee "ENS 
send us a six or twelve months' subscription, but if they do notfeel *- ee -= === =a | 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill Sates d 7 DE 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. l AER NOR 
Address p i { eee eee, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, e M Reus o TT o rt LR EE ERES gn RE D D 
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One subsoription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
tanog. ......... 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, oheoks, post-optce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular snbscriber. 


An Overzealous Peace Officer. 


Hillsboro is the county seat of Traill county, 
North Dakota. A short time since the Herald of 
that eity contained this local news item: 

** Deputy Sheriff Gaustad evidently thinks that it will 
do criminals good to come in closer relation with relig- 
ion. Last Sunday he handed a Bible to each of his two 
prisoners and asked them to read. They took it for a 
joke and refused, but they changed their mind when Mr. 
Gaustad told them that they must read a chapter each, 
or there would be no dinner in sight. The two sinners 
had to stand it, and two chapters of the good book were 
read (perhaps for the first time in that jail) with solem- 
nity. Mr. Gaustad says he will keep it up—Bible reading 
on Sunday or no dinner. He has expected the ministers 
to attend to that part, but as no ministers show up, he 
has decided to take it in his own hands.” 

Deputy Gaustad would delight the heart of Gov- 
ernor Greenhalge of Massachusetts or ex-Governor 
Pattison of Pennsylvania. He undoubtedly be- 
lieves in the dictum that Christianity is part of the 
law of the state. If he remains a peace officer of 
Traill county it will be because the Freethinkers of 
that county are few and feeble. He should be 
bounced so unceremoniously that he will feel for a 
year as though he were suffering from a very severe 
attack of mal de mer. In Article XVI. of the con- 
stitution of North Dakota we find this: 

** The following article Shall be irrevocable without the 
consent of the United States and the people of this state: 

‘Section 208. First, perfect toleration of religious 
sentiment shall be secured, and no inhabitant of this 
state shall ever be molested in person or property on ac- 
count of his or her mode of religious worship.” 


Starving a man because he refuses to read the 
Bible is undeniably a molestation of his person on 
. account of his mode of worship, and hence the act 
of Deputy Gaustad is clearly unconstitutional as 
well as bigoted and cruel. Compelling occupants 
of jails to read the Bible or go without their meals 
is as illegal and invasiv and theocratic as is the 
forcing of pupils in the common schools to lay 
aside their books while the teacher reads the Bible 


and prays. Both acts are rank usurpations. 
—— MM 


Tus Trors Seereg’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine's “ Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses or to one, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving & new direction to their thoughts. 


eo | whatever. 


A Diseouraged Assistant Bishop. 

The Right Rev. Thomas F. Gailor, D. D., Assistant 
Bishop of Tennessee, lectured recently in this city 
under the auspices of the Church Olub. He said 
that it was depressing to visit a town of 1,800 in- 
habitants, where perhaps five hundred persons at- 
tend church, and to find ten or twelve churches 
bidding for the patronage of these five hundred, 


.{and all so poor that they can not afford a resident 


minister. “This,” said the bishop, “is getting to 
be a not uncommon ecclesiastical condition in many 
Eastern and Southern towns.” But the good man 
omitted to point out that all these superfluous 
churches are untaxed, and hence a burden upon 
the non-churchgoers. 


** Sixty-eight per cent of the population of the United 
States are reported as without any religious affiliation 
And infidelity, the Infidelity that represents 
intellectual skepticism, and the infidelity that represents 
spiritual indifference or despair, and the infidelity that 
represents moral failure—infidelity is every day more 
aggressiv and widespread.” 

In the spirit of the most compassionate kindness 
we would advise Bishop Gailor not to make too 
prominent that «*iufidelity that represents moral 
failure," lest some unkind critic should call attention 
to the criminality that develops in the Christian 
ministry, to the records of the prisons of the coun- 
try, to the fact that the most criminal element in 
India, in proportion to its numbers, is the European, 
to the scandalously long list of Ohristian cashiers 
and bank presidents who hav betrayed their trusts 
and devoured the life’s savings of the poor and the 
patrimony of widows and orphans. But even if it 
were admitted—which it is not—that Infidels are 
no more respectful of the rights of their neighbors 
than are Christians, the reverend gentleman from 
Tennessee should bear in mind the fact that Chris- 
tianity has had the moral training of all the people 
of this country and their ancestors under its direc- 
tion for centuries. 

But.in other directions the bishop is telling fear- 
ful tales out of school. Listen to him for a moment: 

“ The divinity of Jesus Christ, the atonement, the value 
of the sacraments, the nature and destiny of man, the 
nature of God, the inspiration and contents of the Bible, 
the form and purpose of public worship—each and all of 
these great themes are subjects of fierce and intolerant dis- 
sension. There are those who use musical instruments 
and those who do not; those who sing hymns and those 
who sing psalms. * The chill of uncertainty af- 
fects our missionary work at home and abroad. The 
Chinese write articles to our own reviews demanding to 
know why we ask the Chinese to become Christians when 
we ourselv8 seem to be unable to determin what Chris- 
tianity is, But more than this, our seemingly utter ina- 
bility to agree together on any rational statement of the 
Christian doctrin has led many men and women to the 
conclusion that after all the Christian gospel is not a 
definit message of help and blessing to mankind, but that 
it is a force or influence vague and indefinit.” 

Is it not wonderful that sensible Christians— 
that is, sensible in matters not connected with re- 
ligion—do not see that if a god had designed that 
they and the rest of the people of the world should 
be saved through the understanding and accept- 
ance of a revelation from him, he would hav made 
it so clear and plain that there would not hav been 
&ny doubt concerning the terms upon which eternal 
salvation was to be obtained and eternal death eg- 
caped by the children of men? Would a good and 
wise God hav given the world such a record of his 
will that after it had been in the possession of the 
church for nearly nineteen hundred years his own 
representativs, as they esteem and style themselvs, 
would be compelled to confess that they seem utterly 
unable * to agree on any rational statement of the 
Christian doctrin”? In view of the indisputable 
facts cited by Bishop Gailor, must not the thinking, 
honest Christian confess either that there is no 


warrant for the belief in the inspiration of the Bible 
or that the God back of it is not all-good or all- 
wise? Is there any rational escape from this 
dilemma? No, but Mr. Gailor still looks for one 
through the inverted telescope of Hope: 

` *T cannot believe that the reunion of Christendom is a 
mere iridescent or spangled dream. I cannot but be- 
lieve that the words of our Lord and the faith of the 
apostles are a standing rebuke to such skepticism. The 
triumphs of the early church are a warning and a proph- 
ecy, and he who taught us to pray ‘Thy kingdom come’ 
will fulfil himself, though men doubt and fall.” 

What touching simplicity! Has the bishop for- 
gotten that concerning («the words of our Lord” 
there is wide disagreement within the churches, not 
only as to what they are but as to what they mean? 
Did Jesus even expect that there would be an as- 
sistant bishop of Tennessee? If the Bible is to be 
relied on, did he not say to his disciples : 

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works.” 

Is this the establishment of the kingdom of God 
for which Mr. Gailor hopes? But when was this 
kingdom to be set up, according to Jesus, who was 
“very God,” if the creeds are to be believed? He 
tells us in the verse following the one just quoted 
(Mat. xvi, 27, 28). 

** Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom," : 

Was Jesus a true prophet or was he not, and if 
he was not, was he God or the son of God? Has 
Bishop Gailor any facts for our consideration ? 


Church Aggressions. 

Are Sunday laws in the interest of the church, or 
for the securing of a day of rest for the worker? 
At the Greensburg, Pa., Sabbath convention Albert 
H. Bell delivered an address on the Sunday news- 
paper. Discoursing of the Pennsylvania Sabbath 
law of 1794, he said: 

“It has been most beneficent in its results. It has 
helped to keep our state distinotivly Christian. It has 
promoted the spread of the gospel." 

Who will say that Sunday legislation is 8 not relig- 
ious legislation? Mr. Bell is a lawyer, we believe, 
and so he hunted up and gave his auditors a partial 
list of the decisions of the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania affirming the constitutionality of the Sab- 
bath law of 1794. In 1817 the law was sustained 
in the case of a Hebrew barber who contended that 
Saturday was the true Sabbath and that the Sun- 
day law was unconstitutional because it conflicted 
with his religious convictions. In 1848 and 1880 
it was sustained against Seventh-Day Baptists. In 
the last of these cases the court declared that the 
law was settled, and no longer open to argument. 
In 1890 the law was sustained in a case that came 
up from Washington county. In 1893 a case came 
to the Supreme Court from Pittsburg, where a 
newsdealer had kept his place open for the sale of 
Sunday papers, justifying it under the act of 1794 
as a necessity. z 

‘‘The Supreme Court said that it was not a necessity, 
but at most a convenience, and at the same time com- 
mended the law as a wise and just one. Other cases to 
the same purpose are: Granger’s appeal, 7 Phila. 855, 
closing public library on Sabbath; 2 Grant 506, running 
ears for hire; Johnson vs. Com., 22 Pa. Rep. 102, running - 
an omnibus; Scully vs. Com., 85 Pa., 511, piloting a canal 
boat.” 

And yet in the face of all these decisions, Mr. 
Bell is under the necessity of telling us that, 
whereas there was not a Sunday paper in Pittsburg 
a dozen years ago, now four of the seven dailies get 
out Sunday editions with & circulation of 140,000 
copies, and that in & portion of the state containing 
a reading population of 2,000,000 these Sunday 
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desecrators are no longer regarded as outlaws, but 
as welcome visitors, as public benefactors. This 
suggests something concerning the relativ strength 
of a reactionary church supported by a fossil court 
and the forces of modern progress. But such laws 
are always dangerous, for, while they cannot be en- 
forced against wealthy newspapers, they remain & 
menace to the poor and unpopular, and the disre- 
gard of them by the powerful inevitably tends to 
bring into contempt laws that really protect the 
rights of the citizen. Yet it is far better that they 
should be defied by some than that they should be 
enforced against all, for that defiance helps educate 
the people to better things. Anything is better 
than tame submission to church-dictated law. 

The court denies the necessity of certain kinds 
of Sunday work. What right has it to say how 
much or how little work is a necessity for the indi- 
vidual citizen? It has nota particle of right toa 
voice in the matter As ex-Senator Wm. P. Tolley 
says regarding the related question of “ rest,” in his 
petition to the legislature of Tennessee to repeal 
the odious Sunday law of that state, “if 
physical rest is the end to be obtained, what Salor 
tribunal to settle when and how much a citizen 
should rest can there be than himself? If he is 
capable of regulating and controling any of his 
private affairs, to say nothing of his capacity to play 
a part in the public affairs of his. country, indeed 
the chief part, as the law supposes, for in him re- 
sides all sovereignty under our system, then indeed 
it may well be left to. him to rest only when he chooses. 
No one else can know so well as he when he is tired 
and how much rest he requires to refresh himself.” 
Most true. Let the churches and courts attend to 
their legitimate business and leave the people free 
to work out their own salvation, temporal and 
spiritual. 

In Lewiston, Mich., Dr. Traver had James Wilson 
arrested for shaving his customers on Sunday. 
The jury acquitted the prisoner. On the other 
hand, West Bay City, in the same state, has a new 
ordinance which prohibits business or labor of any 
kind on Sunday, and also participation in or attend- 
ance upon any kind of entertainment, sport, or 
game, under penalty of fine or imprisonment. In 
Lynn, Mass., it has long been customary for the 
yachtsmen to paint their yachts on Sunday, but 
this year the police, at the instigation of the piet- 
ists, of course, forbade the work. There is great 
excitement in consequence, but it remains to be 
seen whether the yachtsmen will hav the nerve and 
sense to vote against the legislators who enacted 
the new Sunday law in that state and lead the way 
in sending to Boston next year men who will re- 
peal that and the more ancient relics of barbarism 
remaining on the statute books, and giv poor old 
moribund Massachusetts a chance to march up into 
the nineteenth century. 

In California the Barbers’ Protectiv Union is 
disposed to. exult. over the adoption of a new 
Sunday law in that state, a law which is intended 
to close all shops at noon on Sunday. The 
Barbers’ Protectiv Union is an association of bar- 
bers who. do not want to work on Sunday themselvs, 
and who are determined that the barbers who do 
shall not hav the opportunity. It is the old story 
of the dog in the manger. 
not wish to work on that day hav a perfect right to 


abstain, as they hav to abstain on any other day, but | 


their right to do so is no greater than the right of | 
"those who wish to work on Sunday is to work, nor 


the right of those who desire to be shaved or hav | 


their hair cut on that day is to get those services 


performed. Hav the American people gone mad ? | 


Hav they forgotten the first principles of equal | 
i| paid in taxes by Christian citizens and expend it for that 


liberty, or did they never know them ? 


has this editorial: 


‘*T'o those who clamor go loudly for the repeal of our 
Sunday observance laws, which they denounce as an 
anachronic survival of old Puritan days, the report just 
issued by the Sabbath League Association of France 
should serve as a lesson. From the days of Emperor 
Charlemagne down to 1880 statutes had figured in the 
French codes prohibiting under severe penalties labor of 
every kind on Sundays, and even the Revolutionary 


government of a hundred rears ago, which substituted $ - 
^to the children of those classes ? 


the worship of the Goddess of Reason in the place of 


The barbers who do: 


i 


| 


|! 


j to conscience seemed to be met with a sneer. 


Christianity, made a point of prescribing by law one day 
ofrestin the week. Fifteen years ago the Freethinking 
element in the Nationa! Legislature suceeeded in obtain- 
ing the repeal of all legislation in connection with the 
matter, declaring it no longer in keeping with the en- 
lightened and liberal spirit of the present age. Yet to- 
day, as shown elsewhere in our columns, these self-same 
men figure prominently in the ranks of that Sabbath 
League, which has been formed with the object of secur- 
ing the reénactment of the laws providing for the observ- 
ance of Sunday. The experience of the last fifteen years 
has furnished to them, as well as to the many eminent 
statesmen, politicians, and economists of every shade 
and creed who belong to the association, adequate proof 
that the removal of these statutes from the code was a 
mistake, and that a legal day of rest in a week is a neces- 
sity to every people, be it Infidel or Christian.” 

While Mr. Whitelaw Reid has his attention at- 
tracted to this subject he might tell the world how 
it happens that this “League” chances to be a 
Sabbath league if its purpose is to secure nothing 
more than a weekly day of rest for the wage-worker. 
If it is only for the purpose of securing a day of 
rest, why is the idea of a sacred Sabbath imported 
into the name of the society? Why should “ Free- 
thinkers” “figure prominently” in a movement 
which can hav no other effect, if successful, than to 
giv legal recognition and authority to the religious 
dogma of holy days? What is the use of talking 
about the “observance” of Sunday if all that is 
sovght is a secular day of rest? Why should there 
bea demand fora sweeping law of Sunday observance 
when the ostensible object of the League is to pre- 
vent involuntary labor only * What more can pos- 
sibly be needed in the way of statutes than a pro- 
vision that employers shall not require their work- 
people to labor more than six days out of seven, 
leaving to employers and employees absolute free- 
dom to arrange among themselvs all details per- 
taining to the weekly rest? In France no more 
than in the United States, and in the United States 
no more than in France, is it possible or desirable 
to suspend all work on Sunday or any other day. 
It is impossible for the majority to get the benefit 
of their holiday unless the minority work. There 
are people enough to do the work without over- 
working any one, and there is not the slightest 
necessity for laws denying any person’s right to 
work. All this talk concerning the alleged neces- 
sity for a legal day of idleness for everybody is 
mischievous nonsense. It is inspired by priests 
and not by intelligent working people, for the lat- 
ter clearly see the game of the church, and they 
also know that somebody must work when a good 
many play. Let the people rest, but rest when 
they want to rest, not compel them to rest when it 
is to the interest of the priest that no shop-door 
but his own shall be open, or when their rivals in 
trade say they ought to rest. 

It may be remarked in passing that the Zribune’s 
fling at the “worship of the Goddess of Reason” 
is unworthy of a paper which has valid claims to 
dignity and scholarship. 

A bill is pending in the Pennsylvania House to 
legalize advertising in Sunday papers, and another 
to reduce the fine for violation of the Sabbath law 
from $25 to $4. Of course the Pittsburg and Ale- 
gheny Presbyterians are bitterly opposed to the bill, 
and they sent a committee, consisting of Reverends 
George, McMillan, and McCrory, and Mr. Hugh 
Morrison, to Harrisburg to present arguments to 
the committee of the legislature having the measure 
in charge. There they were joined by a committee 
from Philadelphia, and Dr. McCarrell from the 
Cumberland Valley. Mr. George said to the com- 
mittee: 

“It would be an improper use of the funds of Chris- 
tian people to pay for advertisments in a Sunday news- 
paper. The legislature would hav no right to take money 


The New York 7ribune, in its issue of April 21, | | which violated the consciences of citizens,” 


The Christian Statesman says that this allusion 
It 
would not be surprising if it were. Such an argu- 
ment from the lips of Dr. H. H. George is enough 
to provoke the most tolerant of mortals to sneers 
and jibes. Does this Covenanter ever think of the 
rights of conscience when he demands that money 
paid in taxes by Freethinkers, Jews, and Catholies 
be used to teach Protestantism in the publie schools 
What does he 


care for conscience rights when he clamors for the 
employment of salaried chaplains by the state and 
national governments? Is it tender solicitude for the 
rights of conscience of his heretical neighbors that 
leads him to urge in season and out of season that 
they be compelled to observe his holy day? His 
love of conscience rights is plainly manifested in 
his endeavors to secure such an amendment to the 
national Constitution as will forever prevent non- 
Christians from holding office and will permit the 
direct appropriation of public money for the prop- 
agation of religion. Dr. George and his associ- 
ates are the last men to talk of the rights of con- 
science. No wonder that the committee was sus- 
pected of sneering, and that it gave them scant 
courtesy, according to their report of the proceed- 
ings. 

Dr. McCrory said that if the law were fepediod 
nine out of ten of the barbers in Pittsburg would 
be at work within thirty days. From this it would 
appear that only a fraction of the barbers favor the 
law, but that one-tenth of them, backed by the 
priests, are able to dictate to the nine-tenths and to 
the people who would patronize them if the shops 
were Open on Sunday. The Christian Statesman 
repudiates the idea that the wishes of the people 
should rule in the matter of what should be acces- 
sible on Sunday, saying that the principle “that 
works of necessity and charity should determin 
what should be allowable on the Lord’s day ” must 
dominate. This means that the Sabbatarians are 
to decide what is necessary, not the people imme- 
diately interested. 

The Covenanter committee report that the Senate 
bill to permit the printing and sale of Sunday 
newspapers, Which was referred to the Committee 
on Vice and Immorality (think of the insult implied 
in sending such a bill to such a committee !) will be 
killed. Thechurch is aroused all over the state and 
desperate efforts are being made to kill all three of 
the bills. We hav not heard that the Liberal peo- 
ple of the state hav taken any action on the other 
side. It was Horace Greeley’s conclusion that the 
children of darkness were always practically wiser 
than the children of light. 


* Colonel Ingersoll gets a large amount of applause, 
but the mourners’ bench doesn’t seem to fill as it does at 
a revival service, "— Detroit Evening News. 


But What the church gains at the mourners' 
bench the business world loses, as witness the 
steady stream of. pious cashiers on their way to 
Canada with heavy grips. 


Anthony Comstock recently had one Serafo Arte- 
age arrested as the owner of phonograph, through 
which it is alleged that he circulated “indecent, 
profane, and sacrilegious speeches.” It would be 
interesting and probably instructiv to hay Com- 
stock’s definition of “ profane and sacrilegious 
speeches.” Where is this legal suppression of 
alleged irreligious matter to end? Would not Tux 
Truth SELKER be “profane and sacrilegious” in the 
estimation of such men as Comstock and his assist- 
ant, * Agent Oram,” who arrested Arteaga! 


The Dayton (Tenn.) Republican hits the nail 
squarely on the head with a very heavy hammer when 
it tersely says that *there is not a Sunday keeper 
in Rhea county who would not feel that his relig- 
ious liberty was infringed if he were compelled to 
keep Saturday.” And it is necessary to add that 
the Sundayites would raise a rebellion at once if 
they were asked to submit to a law requiring such 
observance. But the wrong done to them under 
such circumstances would be no greater than is the 
wrong now inflicted upon all noniSundayites who 
are compelled by law to observe Sunday. 


During the argument of Dr. McMillan, of Phila- 
delphia, before the committee of the Pennsylvania 
legislature (on the Sunday question), he was told 
by Committeeman Fow that he sold papers in the 
Sunday-school of his own church; that the little 
daughters of the committeeman had bought them 
there. Another Covenanter interjected that there 
* was no use wrangling about such little points.” 
Didn't Mr. Fow know that it was only a “little 
point” to prove a Sabbatarian guilty of playing the 
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hypocrit? Does he not understand that the Sun- 
dayites object to Sunday work and recreation only 
in so far as they interfere with the church monop- 
oly of Sunday? It is only a “little” thing to sell 
innocent children the pernicious trash known as the 
Sunday-school paper on that day, but it is the vilest 
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convicted of crime. Christianity is the denial of 
mental liberty on all days and of physical liberty 
on Sunday, and the proposed Christian amendment 
would legalize this denial of mental and physical 
liberty. The attempted analogy is the sharpest of 


not washed the blood from the robes of its deity, 
and it cannot. It has merely disguised the stains 
with a solution of sophistry. 


The members of the Freethought Letter-Writing 


Corps hav had a good rest of a few weeks, and 
now we hope that they will every one send a shot 
plumb to the center of this week’s target. The 
New York Sunday World of May 5th has an edito- 
rial on “The Old Testament as Literature.” It is 
asserted that the Hebrew scriptures are of “tran- 
scendent importance to literature and to the science 


of vile sins to print and sell the Sunday newspaper 


c contrasts. As before the war, by the admission of 
in the same period of time. 


the Christian Reformer itself, Christians were.blind 
to the necessity for a righteous amendment to the 
Constitution, so now, three decades after the close 
of the war, the theocratic Christians are eager for 
an unrighteous amendment to the Constitution. 


— mm 


The Archbishop of Canterbury follows in the 
footsteps of Pope Leo in pleading for the reunion 
of Christendom. In a pastoral letter addressed to 


his arch-diocese, asking members of the Church of 


England to offer prayers on Whit-Sunday for unity, 
the primate says: 


** When we consider the terrible separation of the past, 
when we now see so many communions— Presbyterian, 
Nonconformist, and Roman Catholic—at home and abroad 
in America, we are moved to desire to seek Christian 
unity. Who can doubt that this change is of the Lord?” 

History shows us that while Christian unity—or 
the desire for it—may be “of the Lord,” the thing 
itself and the struggle for it hav always raised the 
other gentleman. We fervently hope that the 
present efforts of the church in that direction may 
be confined to prayers; in which event the attempt 
is foredoomed to failure. 


The subscription list of Taz TaurH Szrxse is en- 
joying a little boom from our large premium offer, 
and we want to see that boom swell and expand 
and grow until our list goes up into the tens of 
thousands, where it ought to be. And having-this 
great offer to help them, we think our friends can 
send it there with scarcely an eftort. We hav never 
before been able to giv them so good a chance, and 
we hope they will feel encouraged to do their best 
for Freethought and Tae Trours Serres, for every 
copy of the paper and the * Freethinker's Pictorial 
Text-Book” put into new hands is an incalculable 
power for good and will help to dethrone ecclesias- 
tical tyranny. Cannot every reader send us at least 
one new yearly subscriber, and thus secure for him- 
self or the new subscriber, as he may direct, the 
powerful work offered as a premium? Remember, 
we hay sold five thousand copies of this book at 
$2 each, and without an exception every one who 
purchased it has been more than pleased and satis- 
fied. 


Rev. Dr. Marcus L. Taft, late of Pekin, talked 
about the Chinese-Japanese war the other day. 
Speaking of the treatment of nativ Christians in 
China, he narrated the story of one who was tor- 
tured by having ice-cold water thrown over him as 
he lay naked in a prison cell. This was done, says 
Mr. Taft, “because he believed in the true God.” 
Could ‘anything be more childish and tribal than 
that? This Chinese Christian was tortured because 
he believed in a god different from those worshiped 
by his compatriots, just as millions of * heathens” 
hav been tortured and murdered by Christians be- 
cause their gods were not the gods of the slaugh- 
terers. Let us suppose that the Chinese who had 
the cold water thrown on him had been a pervert 
from the popular religion of China to some religion 
other than the Christian—would Mr. Taft then hav 
said that he was persecuted because he “ believed in 
the true God”? Certainly not, because the god be- 
lieved in by the victim would not be the god believed 
in by the preacher, and yet the motiv for the torture 
would hav been the same as in the case cited, that 
is, hatred of the religion espoused by the one per- 
secuted. 

pee Ss ee 

The anti-slavery struggle has served as an analogy 
for about every apostle of despotism who has raised 
his head in this country since the close of the civil 
war. The Christian Reformer, arguing in favor 
of the proposed Christian amendment to the na- 
tional Constitution, says: 

‘ History is repeating itself. Obristians were blind to 
the need of an anti-slavery amendment to our Constitu- 
tion till the crisis came. Another crisis is coming and 
then Christians will see and act.” 

Slavery was the denial of physical liberty, and 
the amendments to the Constitution in which were 


crystallized the results of the war, legalized physi- 


They stand self-convicted of being on the wrong 
side of every great moral issue of the century. 


Talmage wants his Christian brethren to be pa- 


tient and gentle with the poor skeptic. He says 
that there is always some reason, good or bad, for 
the existence of skepticism. 
he tells us, started when news came to Germany of 


Goethe’s irreligion, 


the earthquake at Lisbon, that, with the resulting 


overflow of the Tagus, destroyed sixty thousand 
lives. 


That shook the great poet’s faith in the 
goodness of God, says the gentleman late of Brook- 
lyn. Of course a trifle like that would not disturb 
the faith of Talmage, but with Goethe it was differ- 
ent, for he had a clear brain and warm sympathies. 
Other skeptics hav become such because they were 
persistently asking, Why ? 

‘*There are so many things they cannot get explained. 
They cannot understand the Trinity or how God can be 
sovereign and yet man a free agent. Neither can I. 
They say: ‘I don’t understand why a good God should 
let sin come into the world.’ Neither do I. You say: 
‘Why was that child started in life with such disadvan- 
tages, while others hav physical and mental equipment?’ 


I cannot tell. They get out of church on Easter morning 
and say: ‘That doctrin of the resurrection confounded 


me.’ So it is to me a mystery beyond unravelment.” 


Then the difference between Talmage the skeptic 


and the honest skeptic would appear to be that the 


latter does not pretend to accept as divine truths 


dogmas which are utterly incomprehensible to him, 
while Talmage makes & rich living preaching doc- 
trins for which, by his own confession, he is utterly 
unable to find any foundation in nature or reason. 
The preacher is welcome to his opinion of himself. 


“It [the atonement] did the gravest injustice to the 
character of God, presenting him in the light of one who, 
regardless of misery, regardless even of justice, simply 
sought for some one on whom what in man would be 
called vengeance must be satiated. Our theology has 
grown more simple, more Wise, more reverent, more 
scriptural. And the more recent view is vastly more ef- 
fectiv, because it allies with it the moral nature of man. 
If penalty is inflicted by the fiat of God, man may find 
ground for complaint. He may say, not only, ‘ My pun- 
ishment is greater than I can bear,’ but ‘My punishment 


is greater than I deserve.’ But if his punishment is sim- 


ply the direct result of his own life—if it is a part of his 
life—then, he must be speechless.” —Hzaminer (Baptist). 

He will be singularly lacking in intellectual per- 
spectiv if he is “speechless.” Man is the result of 
the forces that work in and through his organism. 
What his life is depends on what he is and what 
his surroundings are. He is the fruit of heredity, 
of education, of circumstances. His “punishment ” 
is simply the effect of antecedents, of causes, near 
and remote. Under necessarily finite and imper- 
fect human law he must be held responsible for his 
unsocial acts, but this responsibility in no way jus- 
tifies to kim the scheme of the universe, of which 
scheme he is the victim. How fatuous to say that 
the man paralyzed by a Stroke of lightning has no 
ground of complaint because, forsooth, his * pun- 
ishment" is simply “the direct result of his own 
life"! What is true of the lightning stroke is true 
of every ill that comes upon man in this world, 
although the problem is often complicated to the 
superficial observer by many factors of contributory 
negligence on the sutferer’s own part. But untangle 
these threads of causation and trace them to their 
source, and it is found that the primary cause of 
human maladjustment is natural imperfection or 
maladjustment. Grant that there is an intelligent, 
infinit “First Cause” and there is no possible 
escape from the conclusion that that “God” is 
morally as well as actually responsible for all the 
misery in the universe which he created. The Æw- 
aminer—very liberal for an orthodox journal—bas 


of civilization.” 
reproduced below: 


Following this we find the claims. 


‘The man who cannot understand the Book of Genesis 


cannot understand the philosophy of later history. If he 
cannot understand Jobhe will never know anything more 
than the mere surface of Shakspere. To know the mean- 
ing of the books of Kings and of Ecclesiastes is to become 
able to appreciate the Iliad of Homer and the epistles of 
Horace. 
close to the vital force of aspiration which governs mod- 
ern timesand moves the world. Fully to understand the 
modern man the primitiv man must also be understood. 
Hebrew literature collected in the Old Testament givs a 
record of human development from the most primitiv 
times to a period of civilization in many respects as high 


To enter into the spirit of Isaish is to come 


as our own. Taken altogether it constitutes the fullest 


history of the evolution of the human mind ever put on 


record. Its value to literature is not less so. Instead of 
being wild and barbaric the poetry of the Hebrew scrip- 
tures moves ‘to the lute’s well-ordered law.’ The sub- 
limity of its sentiment compels expression in musical 
simplicity which has made it everlasting. 

** Considered merely as literature, the Hebrew serip- 
tures explain their own immortality. If the book of Job 
could hav been lost after having been published it might 
be possible even now to deny the probability of the con- 
tinued progress of the human race. But the race which 
knows how to reverence such lofty thought must be im- 


felled forward by it from one genération to another 
until it has achieved it highest possibilities.” 


It will not be difficult for the writers of the corps 
to refute in a few sentences each of the extravagant 
statements of this article. It will be advisable for 
each member not to take up more than one point, 
or two points, at most, so as to avoid the risk of 
too greatly extending his communication, as the 
World wants very short letters, as a rule. The 
article is a very Vulnerable target, considered as a 
whole. 


—— —— mmm 


The Paine Celebration. 


Arrangements for the Paine Celebration to be 
held at New Rochelle on Decoration Day, under the 
auspices of the Brooklyn Philosophical Association, 
Manhattan Liberal Club, and Newark Liberal 
League, are completed. A special train has been 
chartered, which will leave the Grand Central 
Depot of this city at 10:45 am, and by a special 
agreement with the railroad company the com- 
mittee of arrangements hav been able to make the 
price of the tickets fifty cents each. Those who 
will speak include Henry Rowley, T. B. Wakeman, 
E. B. Foote, Jr., Wilson Macdonald, Charles H. 
Machett, and Rev. F. E. Mason. The wall and gate 
around the monument will be repaired before the 
80th of May, and the Freethinkers who attend will 
hav the pleasure of seeing almost a new monument 
and inclosure. As the gathering this year is 
intended to be more of & social one than last, and 
the time not to be devoted exclusivly to speech 
making, it would be well for those who attend to 
take lunch baskets. There is plenty of room for 
parties to sit and partake of lunch; also to get up 
any game that may add to the enjoyment of the oc- 
casion. Those living in adjoining states and towns 
who will attend, can send to this office for tickets, 
thus saving time and delay on the day of excursion. 
Every Freethinker or other person interested in 
the works and life and worth of Thomas Paine is 
expected to go, and the associations promis that a 
good time will be had. As it is the duty of this 
generation and those to follow to honor the memory 
of the dead who gave their lives that the Union 
might continue, so it is the duty of all intelli- 
gent and justice-loving people to honor the memory 
of a man who did as much as any other, if not 
more, to secure the independence of this country. 
Those who go will kindly try to be at the station a 
quarter of an hour before the train leaves, so that 
there will be plenty of time for all to get seats 
without inconvenience. Last year about fifty were 
left behind on account of their late arrival. 
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About that “ Reaction? from Scientific Methods. 


The religious papers and magazines, echoed by 
the political journals and other watchers of the 
popular drift, are hailing the reactionary utterances 
of Romanes, Kidd, Drummond, Balfour, and Brun- 
etiére with expressions of joy as wild as those which 
rose from the parched lips of the besieged of Luck- 
now when they heard in the distance the first faint 
notes from the pipes of the Highlanders Why 
they should be so extravagantly delighted is not 
very clear when the fact is taken into consideration 
that they hav all along been telling us that there 
was no danger—that the “old book” was not in the 
least damaged by the successiv or simultaneous 
attacks upon it of the different schools of critics. 
It was of no use, they unitedly and vociferously 
proclaimed, for the enemies of revelation to rush 
against the rock-built fortress of revelation—upon 
it had dashed to their death Celsus and the other 
pagan writers, Voltaire and the Encyclopedists, 
Paine and his brother Deists of England, and all the 
other precursors of the modern scientists, Higher 
Critics, and Freethinkers, and these latter were 
sure to share the fate of their predecessors, while 
«the faith once delivered to the saints” would be 
stronger than ever, when the smoke of battle lifted. 
If they really meant all they said, and if they were 
not talking merely to encourage the rank and file, 
why all this exultation because of some weak apol- 
ogies for Christianity from the pens of a few men, 
some of whom were supposed to hav definitly aban- 
doned the old creed, but others of whom hav never 
been known as Rationalists? If there was no dan- 
ger, why be so happy over the appearance of a squad 
of poorly disciplined and worse armed reinforce- 
ments? 

Much has been made, by the religious sentinels, 
of Brunetiére’s phrase, “The bankruptcy of science.” 
They hav not stopped to inquire what science is, 
and on the answer to that question depends the an- 
swer to the other question, Is it possible to bank- 
rupt her? Neither hav they stopped to inquire 
what it was that Brunetiére and his followers meant 
or what they wanted. Some light is thrown upon 
the subjeet in both its aspects by an editorial in 
the New York Zvening Post of April 27, portions 
of which we subjoin : 


« «HE BANKRUPTCY OF SCIENCE.’ 


“The article under this title published some 
months ago in the Revue des Deux Mondes by M. 
Ferdinand  Brunetióre has had a great run. 
Thoughtful religious editors, professionally alert 
to detect “reactions” against science, hav extracted 
a vast amount of comfort out of it. Evidently sci- 
ence has been getting far too ambitious and going 
much too fast, and must, like Mr. Brooke, * pull up.’ 
We need not be so particular what we believe, after 
all. True, it would not do to go back to the some- 
what narrow theological views of our fathers—we 
hav improved on their conceptions, no doubt; but 
our rash young ministers and students who think 
they can improve on our conceptions must be con- 
vinced by the solemn warnings of M. Brunetiére 
that they are following false lights. 

« We did not observe that it occurred to any of 
these wise heads, thus gravely wagged, to inquire 
what title M. Brunetiere had to speak for science, 
bankrupt or solvent. But it does seem to hav 
occurred to many in France, and some eight hun- 
dred of them met in Paris on April 4 to giv their 
answers. The occasion was a banquet offered to 
the distinguished chemist, M. Marcellin Berthelot, 
by the ‘Union de la Jeunesse Francaise) There 
were present leading senators and deputies, many 
representativs of the higher education, artists and 
men of letters—as notable a gathering as Paris 
could furnish—all met to honor not merely the 
guest of the evening but the scientific spirit which 
he represented and adorned. M. Brunetiére showed 
that he was aware of the drift of the banquet by 
writing to the Figaro, before it came off, that it 
was to be offered against him as much as to Berthe- 
lot. Universal laughter was, in fact, provoked by 
Professor Perrier, one of the speakers of the even- 
ing, when he closed a witty speech by drinking to 
‘the reconciliation of science and M. Brunetiére.’ 

“More serious and measured was the discourse 
of M. Berthelot himself, in which he took occasion 
to set forth the spirit, the aim, the methods, and 
the limitations of science in judicious terms. He 

affirmed that the entire strength of science lay in 
the method of observation and experiment, and 
in its refusal to giv the name of exact knowledge to 
anything otherwise derived. The true man of sci- 
ence is modest and cautious in his assertions. This 


very fact, which is really an honor to him, is often 


made 2 ground of reproach. But the genuin savant 
knows the limits of the human mind, recognizes his 
own fallibility, and so never publishes a catechism 


of science, never declares himself the infallible or- 
gan of an unchanging scientific doctrin. 

« How there can ever be a bankruptcy of science, 
thus defined, without at the same time a bankruptcy 
of the human intellect, and of civilization itself, 
does not appear. Indeed, even the religious editors 
so far appreciate the empire that scientific method 
has won in the world as not to expect to see it aban- 
doned. Only, they say, let it be kept to its proper 
sphere. Let it not poach on the preserves of the- 
ology. If it does that they will be compelled to 
take up the cry: 

** * () gtar-eyed Science, hast thou wandered there 
To waft us back the message of despair ?’ 

* The late Professor Romanes swung round a 
eurious circle in the course of his life. He began 
as a dogmatic denier of the tenableness of a The- 
istic belief, and finally came to the position that or- 
thodox Christianity was really not inconsistent with 
any positiv teachings of science. With him, clearly, 
religion was almost purely a personal, subjectiv 
emotion. At first he had it not, and thought 
science taught him it was irrational; then he came 
to hav it, and thought science had nothing to say 
about it one way or the other. [Which shows how 
very superficial was his later thought.—En». T. S.] 

“Such experiences are confessedly exceptional, 
and that science does tend to make people fastidi- 
ous a8 to both what they believe and how they be- 
lieve, the dogmatic theologians themselvs are suffi- 
cient witnesses. They know their enemy, and not for 
nothing hav they been so consistent in withstand- 
ing the conclusions of astronomy, geology, histori- 
cal investigation, even of Biblical criticism. But 
perhaps the strangest thing of all about the wel- 
come they hav extended to M. Brunetiére's bank- 
ruptey of science is the fact that they hav ignored 
or concealed the real significance of the phrase in 
his mouth. As M. Brisson declared at the Berthe- 
lot banquet, this ‘formula’ was not advanced as a 
part of a controversy which was purely scientific or 
philosophie, or even religious; it was above all 
things ‘un mot d’ordre politique. It was a reac- 
tionary government that the writers about the 
bankruptcy of science wanted first of all, and 
through that, and only as a consequence of that, 
the suppression of freedom of teaching and the es- 
tablishment of a state religion. When they said 
bankruptcy of science, they meant bankruptcy of a 
government under which science and discussion 
were free, and wanted to hav themselvs appointed 
receivers to administer the goods, not of science, 
but of the body. politic. If this is true, what 
Brunetiére was about was not so much the rehabil- 
itating of Balaam's ass, and the sun and moon 
standing stili for Joshua, as the restoration of ab- 
solutism in state and church.” 


They Obeyed the Bible. 

Thou shalt not suffer a witch to liv. —Ex, xxii, 18. 

A story of cruelty and superstition, culminating 
in the murder of a woman by her relativs, who 
thought her bewitched, comes from Ireland through 
the London Daily News. The young woman’s 
name was Bridget Cleary, and she lived with her 
husband at Cloneen, near Clonmel, county Tip- 
perary. 

Ten persons were arrested, nine of whom were 
charged jointly and severally with committing the 
murder. These were Michael Cleary, the husband; 
Patrick Boland, her father; Patrick Kennedy, James 
Kennedy, Michael Kennedy, and William Kennedy, 
cousins; Mary Kennedy, an aunt; John Dunne, and 
William Ahearne, neighbors. 

Dennis Gancy, an herb doctor, was charged with 
being an accessory before the fact. William Simp- 
son and Johanna Burke, both of whom lived near 
the Olearys, were the principal witnesses. Their 
testimony was substantially the same, and this is 
the story as they told it: 

Mrs. Cleary had been ill for some time, and on 
the night of March 14th Mrs. Burke went to see 
her. She met Simpson and his wife outside. The 
door was locked, and Mrs. Burke told Simpson 
that Michael Cleary had said they were giving Mrs. 
Cleary some herbs which they got from a man over 
the mountain. 

Voices could be heard inside, saying, “Take it, 
you witch!” and, “Take it, you old fagot, or we 
will kill you!, 

When they finally gained admittance they saw 
Dunne and three of the Kennedys holding Mrs. 
Cleary down on the bed by her hands and feet. 
Her husband was standing by the bed with some 
decoction in a spoon. He called for a vile liquid, 
which was poured over the woman's body. A man 
at each side of the bed kept the body swinging 
about. The woman screamed horribly. Then she 
was forced to take the decoction out of the spoon, 


and Cleary asked: 


| Cleary? 


- “Are you Bridget Boland, the wife of Michael 
Answer in the name of God !" 

She answered: “I am Bridget Boland, in the 
name of God!” 

“Come home, Bridget Boland!” they all cried, 
and then Simpson understood that they thought 
her body had been taken possession of by a witch, 
which they were endeavoring to drive out. 

After the woman had answered the question sev- 
eral times, John Dunne said: “Hold her over the 
fire, and she will answer then.” 

She was taken from the bed and carried to the 
kitchen, where she was placed in a sitting position 
over the fire. Simpson noticed some red marks on 


*| her body and was told that they had used a red-hot 


poker on her to make her take the medicin. 

As she was held over the fire, she was compelled 
to make answer several times, “I am Bridget Bo- 
land, daughter of Pat Boland, in the name of God.” 
Then, groaning and screaming, she was carried back 
to bed. 

The night after this occurrence Mrs. Burke went 
to sit up with Mrs. Cleary. She and the others 
present dressed the woman, who sat at the fire 
with them and talked about the fairies. Mrs. 
Burke made some tea and offered a cup to Mrs. 
Cleary, but before she could take it her husband 
jumped up and, taking three bits of bread and jam, 
said his wife should eat them before she should hav 
a sup. Heasked her three times, “Are you Bridget 
Cleary, my wife, in the name of God?” Twice she 
answered and ate two pieces of the bread. The 
third time she did not answer. 

Cleary forced the bread into her mouth, saying, 
* If you don t take it down you will go.” He flung 
her on the ground and, putting his knee on her chest 
and one hand upon her throat, forced the bread 
and jam down. ‘Swallow it,” he shouted. “Is it 
down ?” 

He took a lighted stick and held it to her mouth 
to see if she had swallowed. At this point Mrs. 
Burke and the others wanted to leave the house, 
but Cleary said he would not open the door till he 
got his wife back. He told his wife he would burn 
her if she did not answer to her name three times. 
Her reply did not satisfy him. 

He seized & burning lamp and threw it at her. 
In a moment she was in a blaze. She screamed 
frantically, but her husband cried: “Hold your 
tongue! It is not Bridget I am burning; you will 
soon see the witch going up the chimney.” 

Mrs. Burke admitted in her testimony that she 
afterward saw the corpse carried out of the house 
ina bag. It was found a week later at the bottom 
of a ditch, under two feet of mud, on the lands of 
Tullycussane. 


I—— 
A Plain Case of Insolvency. 

«Yes, sir,” said the cross-eyed religious editor, as he 
adjusted a new pair of scientifically-focussed glasses 
in order that he might read the telegraphic and 
cable news; “yes, sir, science is bankrupt, as Prof. 
Fandango Pomdeterre of the Sourbuns College has 
so aptly said; and I think I shall editorialize on the 
subject, in extenso, in the forthcoming number of 
the Whoop in Israel.” The religious editor was at 
breakfast, and putting a spoonful of scientifically- 
condensed milk into his coffee and spreading his 
bread with a superior article of butterine, he looked 
across the table at his fellow-boarder, the clergy- 
man. The latter, who was constitutionally hard of 
hearing, took from his pocket an artificial tympan- 
um, which he placed in his ear, and as he touched 
an electric bell to summon the waiter, he replied: 

* You are quite right. The argument of Profes- 
sor Pomdeterre renders that conclusion inevitable, 
and I had already thought of making it my sermon 
theme on the coming Sabbath. By the way, hav 
you glanced at the weather forecast this morning ? 
It is quite convenient to know whether one should 
take his umbrella or leave it at home.” - 

« You may venture to leave it,” answered the re- 
ligious editor, “ for a fair day is predicted. But I 
notice that the devout people of Texas are praying 
for rain.” The eyes of the two met over their plates 
and then fell into them. When conversation was 
renewed it touched upon a less embarrassing topic. 

* Tt is gratifying to note,” resumed the religious 
editor, “that the war in the Hast is drawing toa 
close——” 

* For which let us thank God,” the clergyman 
ejaculated with fervent piety. 

“Which is due,” continued the editor, “to the 
employment of scientific modes and weapons of 
warfare, making modern war enormously expensiv 
and therefore necessarily brief.” 

“I would much prefer,” returned the preacher, 
“to attribute the cessation of hostilities to the in- 
fluence of that message of peace which reached the 
earth almost two thousand years ago.” 

* Would that we might,” replied the journalist 
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«but as all that Japan has adopted from us is our 
rifles and cannon, and as the Chinese show greater 
aptitude for learning our vices than our religion, I 
fear we can not. That message of peace, we must 
infer, had reference to a spiritual blessing. If we 
were to regard it as a promis that war should be 
thenceforth unknown, blind unbelief might remind 
us that Christianity had not met its obligations and 
was, in fact, bankr—er—hum, hum.” 

The editor paused and picked a fine set of store 
teeth which, by enabling him to masticate his food, 
had nipped a promising case of chronic dyspepsia. 

The gentlemen left the house together, and after 
walking a short distance along the smooth composit 
pavement, the editor stopped at a pay station to 
telephone a message to Kokomo, Ind., where a 
religious conference was discussing the scientific 
problem of bacilli in the communion cup. Then 
taking a street car, which, though neither pushed 
nor pulled, made good speed nevertheless, the cler- 
gyman addressed an inquiry to the conductor about 
a woman who had been struck by the motor not 
long before, and who was picked up paralyzed. “It 
was nothing much,” said the collector of fares. 
« While the parson was holdin’ a prayer-meetin’ for 
her benefit the doctors lifted up a little piece of the 
skull that was pressin’ against her brains, and she 
come to. She thinks it was the prayin’ that cured 
her, though, because she was on her way to church 
when the collusion happened.” 

In the conversational lull which ensued the min- 
isfer purchased for two cents a newspaper embel- 
lished with a score of attractiv illustrations made 
according to the latest scientific method, and con- 
taining reading matter enough to last him all day. 
He read in it the story of a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent who had absconded with half the funds of a 
bank of which he was the cashier, and with all the 
funds of a church of which he was the treasurer. 
Also about the trial of one preacher for heresy, and 
of another for general immorality, and he wondered 
which sort of trial would go hardest with him if his 
sentiments and conduct were known to his congre- 
gation. A column headed “Scientific Progress” 
engaged his attention. Here were accounts of the 
cure of religious monomania by new methods; the 
effects of scientific sanitation on morals; antiseptic 
solutions, germicides, parasiticides, eye-sharpeners ; 
discoveries in astronomy, in mechanics, in engineer- 
ing; life-saving boats, signal systems for railways, 
new applications of electricity and other natural 
forces, inciuding the falls of Niagara, to the uses of 
civilization; geological discoveries proving the an- 
tiquity of man; researches in anthropology, show- 
ing human improvement in the past and why we 
may hope for a continuance of the same in the 
future; in short, it seemed to the clerical reader 
that about all useful advance was making along 
scientific lines. There was also in the paper a, ser- 
mon by Talmage, which he skipped. 

The clergyman accompanied the religious journal- 
ist to his office to see him edit. “I should like," 
he said to his companion, “to glance over your 
leader on the ‘Bankruptcy of Science, when you 
shall hav written it, as it may fructify my mind for 
next Sabbath's discourse. No doubt you are so 
full of your subject that I would need to wait but a 
few moments in order to see the manuscript. I of 
course prefer, before venturing into a domain where 
you are so much more at home than myself, to 
know exactly in what the bankruptcy of science 
consists. For example, what are its liabilities, that 
is, its obligations, $.e, its promises, as compared 
with these asseta?” and he laid the paper on the 
desk where the editor could see the column headed 
“Scientific Progress.” 

The editor clapped pen to paper and the clergy- 

“man proceeded to wait. When he was tired of 
waiting, and had read everything in the office except 
the Bible and the Concordance, he asked if he might 
now peruse the manuscript, but receiving a reply 
from which he inferred that the leader was not yet 
ready for inspection, nor the editor for a pair of 
wings, he silently withdrew. : 

On receiving the next number of the WAoop in 
Israel, the clergyman turned quickly to the edito- 
rial page. It contained nothing on the “ Bank- 
ruptey of Science” but a condensation of the article 

. of. Professor Pomdeterre of the College of Sour- 
buns. On the following Monday the editor sought 
in the morning paper for a report of the clergy- 
man’s sermon on the same subject. He found what 
he was after, but it turned out to be an elaboration 
of his own condensation of the article of Prof. Fan- 
dango Pomdeterre of the Sourbuns ee - 


Freethought and Seeular News from England. 


Freernovert IN PanriawENT.—On March 1 Mr. 
E. T. Gourley, member of Parliament for Sunder- 
land, introduced into the House of Commons the 
* Religious Prosecutions Abolition Bill" when it 
was read the first time. An interesting debate is 
expected on the second reading. The object of the 
bill is to do away with all prosecutions for “ the ex- 
pression of opinion upon matters of religion.” The 
schedule is. copied verbatim from the bill that was 
introduced by Mr. Bradlaugh in 1889. -We hope 
this parliamentary action will remove the legal im- 
pediment that has hitherto interfered with the prin- 
ciple of liberty of speech. Many prominent mem- 
bers of the House hav promised to giv the bill 
their hearty support. In the House of Lords, Lord 
Hubhouse has introduced a bill that will, if it is 
passed, sweep away the absurd law under cover of 
which certain fanatical societies hav been trying to 
put an end to Sunday lectures and concerts. Peti- 
tions are’ widely circulated and are being numer- 
ously signed in favor of the bill. We are thus 
moving in England, although perhaps slowly, to- 
ward the goal of freedom. 


DisEsTaBLISHMENT AND Disenpowment.—The Eng- 
lish Church party has been driven into a state of frenzy 
on account of the introduction into the House of 
Commons, by the Home Secretary, of the bill to 
disestablish and disendow the church in Wales. 
The provisions of the bill are these. It proposes 
that on Jan. 1, 1897, the Church of England, so far 
as it is established in Wales and Monmouthshire, 
shall cease to be an Established Church. From and 
after that date both the privileges and duties inci- 
dent to the status of Establishment will come to 
an end. The coerciv jurisdiction of the ecclesias- 
tical courts will cease; what is now ecclesiastical 
law will be enforceable so far as it affects the disci- 
plin of the clergy and the doctrins and ceremonies 
of the church by way of contract, and as far as it 
affects the use of property by way of trust. Pro- 
vision will be made in the bill for the formation of 
a representativ church body, and power is given to 
the bishops and clergy and laity of the whole 
synod in Wales to frame a constitution and gener- 
ally to legislate in ecclesiastical matters for them- 
selvs. The funds now used for church purposes 
are, if the bill becomes. law, to be employed as fol- 
lows: The erection or support of cottage or other 
hospitals; the support of convalescent homes; the 
provision of trained nurses for the sick poor; the 
foundation and maintenance of public, parish, or 
district halls, institutes, and libraries ; the provision 
of laborers’ dwellings, to be let at reasonable rents 
and allotments; technical and higher education, in- 
cluding the establishment of libraries and muse- 
ums, and galleries of art, of local or general utility, 
for which provision is not made by statute. Of 
course the bill is being vehemently opposed by the 
Tories and the clergy, and it is not difficult to fore- 
tell its fate if it reaches the House of Lords. Still, 
it is an excellent movement in the right direction. 
It is monstrous that the state should favor any 
form of theology; that is not its fuaction, and it is 
a gross injustice that public funds should be de- 
voted to promulgate a faith which is not accepted 
by the majority of the nation. If people will hav 
a religion, let them support it themselvs. It should 
be a question of individual opinion, not of national 
injustice. 


Tue Lare Dr. Romanes.—There is much rejoicing 
in orthodox circles at the relapse of Dr. Romanes, 
who just before his death, it is said, returned to 
the faith of his youth. His “Thoughts on Relig- 
ion,” recently published, is edited by Charles Gore, 
Canon of Westminster. The work contains but 
little evidence to justify the professor’s departure 
from the land of fact and his re-entrance into the 
field of speculation. Evidently he thought that 
there was much virtue in an “if.” Again and again 
he indulges in the reiteration “if such and such be 
true,” “ supposing” so and so “to be true.” Just 
so, but supposing that to which he refers is not 
true? What we hav a right to expect in reference 
to such a change as that which is said to hav taken 
place in Dr. Romanes’s views is not mere supposi- 
tion, but evidence. When in some instances he 
writes positivly, ib is not very complimentary to 
the honesty of Christ or to the reality of the 
foundation of his faith. The doctor says that 
* the Genesis story of the fall of man is allegorical, 
and that the devils which Jesus was supposed to 
expel from the bodies of maniacs were mere 

| creatures of the imagination.” Even Canon Gore 
felt bound to protest against his imputation of 
what is really either ignorance or dishonesty upon 
the part of Christ. The canon says: “The emphasis 
which Jesus Christ lays on diabolical agency is so 


He Got the Place. 
Bank President (to applicant): ‘‘ What qualifications 
hav you for the position of clerk?” Applicant: “I do 
not go to church and never taught a Sunday-school class 


in my life, "Judge. either as shrewdly misled about realities which 


great that if it is not a reality, he must be regarded ‘question of Higher Criticism. 


concern the spiritual life, or else as seriously mis- 
leading others.” 
person changing his views, but it is disappointing 
to find that such an able man as the late professor 
undoubtedly was failed to giv a reasonable justifi- 
cation for his retreat. 


There is nothing surprising in a 


Tnrquaitizs or Rich AND Poon— WHAT 18 TO BE 


Donz?—In my opinion the true remedy would be to 
largely reconstruct our social relations, the reform 
of the pension list, the reduction of the salaries of 
over-paid officials, the cultivation and the proper 
use of the land, the giving of more attention to the 
secular needs of the people, and bestowing less 
time and resources on what are called the spiritual 
wants of the community. The church has had its 
trial, with every advantage in its favor, and the 
present wretched condition of society is the result. 
It is now time that something should be done, not 
only to lend a helping hand, but to deal with the 
| chronic causes of trade dislocation and slackness. 
The period has gone by for talking generalities 
about this question. 
tical steps be taken. which will lessen the friction of 
trade changes, equalize the burden as between cap- 
ital and labor, lessen the rigors of the poor law, 
throw open new channels for the temporary em- 
ployment of labor, secure an equitable use of 
wealth, and the substitution of attention to this 
world for the consideration given to an imaginary 
future existence. 


What is required is that prac- 


Cuarizs Warts. 


Paine and the ** Higher Critics." 

In Zhe New Unity ot April 4, a contribu- 
tor signing himself “A. W. G.” has something to 
say and makes a quotation that may be of interest 
to the editor of the Portland Oregonian, who holds 
that Thomas Paine “is a figure of no importance 
in the history of religion.” We reproduce the 
communication for three reasons: Because it shows 
that, despite the “coarseness” and “flippancy” and 
“lack of culture” with which he is charged by those 
who accept the clergy as authority. instead of read- 
ing his works, Paine anticipated by many years the 
conclusions of the refined and serious and scholarly 
critics of this century; because it givs the Presby- 
terian fossils some deserved raps, and because it 
bestows due credit upon Paine for his humanitarian 
teachings. Of course we hav no use for the word 
“religion” in the sense in which it is used by “ A.. 
W. Q.” “Religion” is indelibly stained with the 
follies and crimes of supernaturalism, and it can 
only confuse and deceive to talk of * character- 
religion." As to the “ character-religion” teachings 
attributed to Jesus, we do not think that the Pres- 
byterians will hav avy trouble in finding plenty of 
teachings in the “accounts” that directly contradict 
those upon which “A. W. G.” relies to sustain his 
position. As we look at the matter, it makes pre- 
cious little difference to this generation what the 
Bible says “Jesus” taught; it is of prime import- 
ance that the people learn what the experience of 
the race before and since the first century of this era 
has been and what are the lessons fairly derivable 
therefrom. The contributor says: 

A remarkable discovery has been made recently. 
It has been found that a number of the results 
of the higher criticism of the present day had 
been anticipated in a book published a hundred 
years ago. That book was the “Age of Reason,” 
and its author was Thomas Paine; and the Presby- 
terian Doctor of Divinity who sets forth this re- 
markable discovery in a denominational magazine 
accompanies it with these very pertinent comments: 

One can hardly imagin that, even at the bidding of 
German critics and their English copyists, the Evangelical 
churches will in a hurry to oredit the astounding 
proposition that what, according to the higher critics, was 
hid from Jesus Christ, of whom Peter said, ** Thou, Lord, 
knowest all things," and who claimed to understand the ` 
secrets of the Father, was, eighteen centuries afterwards, 
revealed to Thomas Paine; and that while Jesus Ohrist 
was wrong in saying that Moses wrote of him, Thomas 
Paine was right in asserting that Moses did no such 
thing. That the Evangelical churches in Scotland (un- 
less they mean to dig their own graves!) will be impelled, 
before long, to let their voices be heard on the attitude 
they intend to assume toward the sentiments of Paine, 
whicb, under cover of the Higher Criticism and with much 
show of learning, are being industriously propagated By 
not a few of their responsible teachers, is to the present 
writer clear a8 day. - 

What the Presbyterian church will do to those 
who propagate the sentiments of Paine “under 
cover of the Higher Criticism,’ we do not know; 
nor do we care very much. We are not absorbingly 
interested in the Higher Criticism. To those who 
think. the Bible the source of all religion and all 
salvation, the Higher Criticism is naturally the 
most: vital question of human life; but to those 
who think the Bible is not the source of all religion, 
but rather that religion is the source of all Bibles, 
the question of religion is more absorbing than the 
And those of us 
who belieye in the religion of character hav been 
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nourishing the conviction that this character-relig- 
ion was gradually spreading to the orthodox ranks. 
But if every man is to be a heretic who teaches the 
sentiments of Thomas Paine, the spread of char- 
acter-religion will be rudely checked, for Paine de- 
clared that his religion also was “to do good.” 

And there is a still more perplexing problem in- 
volved in this proscription of Paine's sentiments. 
If we read the accounts rightly, this character- 
religion was preached two thousand years ago by 
Jesus himself, who said that not those who called 
him “ Lord, Lord,” but those who fed the hungry 
and clothed the naked, had the religion that should 
save them. What will our Presbyterian friends do 
with Jesus for thus contradicting their creeds and 
propagating the sentiments of Paine “under cover” 
of religion? Will they be impelled before long to 
let their voices be heard against Jesus himself and 
put him out of their church ? 


HE 
Observations. 

That letter of our uncle Samuel Rhodes of Bis- 
cayne Bay to the editor of Public Opinion, pub- 
lished in Tmz Teura Srexer of April 27th, did its 
perfect work, and the readers of Public Opinion 
owe Uncle Samuel a vote of thanks and an expres- 
sion of confidence. His grievance against the paper 
was that while it promised to giv ‘every shade of 
every faith,” and while for eight or nine years he had 
been paying good money for it on the strength of 
that promis, it in fact gave only such shades as were 
lurid with orthodoxy. I hav before me a copy of 
that journal published since the little discussion 
took place between the editor and Mr. Rhodes. It 
says nothing about giving “every shade of every 
faith,” but it comes pretty near doing so, for Liberal 
sentiment is almost as well represented as its oppo- 
sit. There is even an extract from the writings of 
Thomas Paine. Mr. Rhodes may be pleased to 
know that the editor of Public Opinion has asked 
to hav his journal placed upon Taz TRUTH SEEXER’S 
exchange list. So the suns come and go, and the 
thoughts of men are widened with their processes. 

Two murders hav recently been committed in a 

San Francisco church, the victims being girls who 
were lured into the edifice, assaulted, and killed. 
A young man named Durrant, the librarian and 
assistant Sunday-school superintendent, is under 
‘arrest and the pastor is under suspicion. The min- 
isters of San Francisco hay been officious in agitat- 
ing for the passage of an ordinance to close the side 
doors or family entrances to the saloons, and now 
the saloon keepers are getting back at them. They 
hav laid before the supervisors a petition, in which 
they set forth that in view of the heinous crimes 
just committed in a church of that city it is high 
time to call the attention of the authorities to the 
use to which buildings occupied as churches are 
put, and to suggest a remedy. While there are 
many such edifices in which no immoralities or mur- 
ders are known to occur, yet for the general public 
safety the petitioners are of opinion that an ordi- 
nance should be passed closing all side and rear 
entrances to all churches in the city and county, 
and forbidding therein partitions, separate rooms, 
bedrooms, or bed-lounges; that no person but the 
authorized sexton shall hav a key to the buildings, 
and that he shall be at all times under the imme- 
diate supervision of the police; that no church shall 
be opened without the consent of adjacent property 
owners; that no license shall be granted to any 
minister who has not a good moral character, and 
that the signatures of at least twelve citizens and 
tax-payers shall be attached to the application for 
such license. In this way, it is hoped, the church 
business will be brought under control until such 
time as a quickened public conscience shall abolish 
it altogether. The petitioners add that their memo- 
rial is not conceived in malice, but with the honor- 
able and lofty purpose of protecting the lives of 
young girls and to prevent the turning of church 
edifices into shambles, brothels, or houses of assig- 
nation. And the petitioners will ever pray. 

It is a soberly written document, its points are 
well sustained, and it was gravely argued before 
the supervisors by the attorney for the signers. The 
prompt squelch it got from the board was to be 
foreseen, but it reached the public through the 
newspapers, and has therefore done the work it 
was intended todo. It travesties with fine irony 
the slap dash, hit-or-miss, dragnet methods of a big 
lot of reformers who hav not been able to view 
themselvs in the clear light in which they stand be- 
fore others. 

Mr. Henry Nichols appeared before the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Association on Sunday, April 28th, to 
participate in a debate with President Rowley on 
the rival merits of Protection and Freetrade. The 
announcement of the event that appeared in Tux 


Trore Srexrr all last month did not state on which | without their husbands’ knowledge or consent, is to 
side of the question Mr. Nichols would plank him- | the last degree impolitic and unsocial, and I doubt 
self, neither does the New York Herald’s report of | very much that it is moral. 


the engagement giv any positiv information on that 
head, but from the language of the speaker I judge 
him to bea protectionist. Instead of discussing 
the proposition as he should in the presence cf phi- 
losophical persons, he ignored its ethical aspect and 
betook himself incontinently to roasting the admin- 
istration, which is admittedly imbecil, and to de- 
nouncing the Democratic party, which we all know 
is as vile as the Republican, Populist, Prohibition, 
or any other. But what hav these to do with free 
trade and human happiness? It is no wonder that 
the audience, as reported, called the orator down, 
and that President Rowley forbore to present his 
side of the question, leaving each hearer to decide 
for himself. Mr. Nichols made the error of assum- 
ing that presidents and other politicians, in these 
days when presidents and other politicians are both 
useless and unornamental, exist for some other pur- 
pose than to enjoy the emoluments of office. He 
appears to hav erred, further, in treating the tariff 
as a question of economics rather than as an every- 
day matter of oppression and plunder. 


Women bicyclists of Grand Rapids, Michigan, to 
the number of one hundred and fifty, assembled the 
other day and held something between a teachers’ 
institute and a prayer-meeting to debate the ques- 
tion of Costume. Two hours of discussion resulted 
in the following resolution, which was adopted with 
unanimity and enthusiasm: ** WHeREas, Our Heav- 
enly Father, with divine love and infinit wisdom in 
our creation, has made us bipeds and endowed us 
with reason [not necessarily]; and, whereas, the 
regulation skirts, as established by long usage and 
custom, are hindrances to the proper freedom and 
use of these pedal extremities as intended by an all- 
wise Creator; and, whereas, the most convenient 
and truly modest dress is the one which clothes 
each leg in separate covering; and, whereas, preju- 
dice, rather than true modesty, restrains reform in 
clothing our legs; therefore, be it Resolved, That 
we most reverently recognize the superiority of the 
infinit wisdom and divine love of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, and that in all cases where, in our best judg- 
ment, the regulation skirt is unhealthful, impracti- 
cal, or inconvenient, we will hav the moral courage 
to adopt such costume as will eliminate these objec- 
tions.” 

The simultaneous discovery by the Grand Rapids 
girls of their own bipedal gifts, as mentioned above, 
and their ardent resolve to clothe the same in obe- 
dience to the dictates of health, comfort, and con- 
venience, is a coincidence worthy of the prominence 
here accorded it; but they err in imputing to their 
heavenly father the design that each limb shall hav 
a separate covering of clothes. So far as observa- 
tion, directed by holy writ, enables us to penetrate 
the devices of the almighty, neither ‘‘regulation 
skirts,” nor bloomers, nor yet full trousers, for 
either sex, are in consonance with the divine pur- 
pose; the naked truth being that, male and female, 
he has posed us like Trilby, in the altogether. The 
work of the deity is often quite coarse. 


Fulton Gordon, of Louisville, Ky., came upon his 
wife and a young man in an assignation house, and 
shot them both to death. Although the murdered 
man was & son of Governor Brown of Kentucky, and 
the woman a member of the Presbyterian church, 
the coroner's jury found that it was a case of “ jus- 
tifiable homicide,” with which verdict I disagree. If 
Gordon was not a murderer, he was criminally in- 
sane. Why, otherwise, should he shoot his wife? 
If she deceived him as to her affection for himself, 
she was not worth the powder. If he knew she no 
longer cared for him, he should hav been enough 
of a gentleman to release her. If his affection for 
the woman was such that he could not sustain the 
thought of separation—which view is untenable, 
since by his own act he has lost her now for keeps 
—he would hav tried to win her back. He may 
talk about his honor, but a man who will shoot a 
defenseless woman has no honor. As for Brown, 
he died like a fool He must hav been familiar 
with the barbarous code under which he met death, 
and he knew that his course was suicidal. There 
are those who would maintain his right in doing 
as he did, but nobody can defend his discretion. 
Besides, he probably believed he was doing wrong, 
although it is supposed to be incumbent on every 
gentleman, under the above code, to commit a sim- 
ilar indiscretion whenever opportunity is afforded, 
and the one who should profess otherwise would 
be neither believed nor esteemed. The offense con- 
sists in being detected. In consideration of these 
aspects of the case, it is only as a victim of a perni- 
cious code that Brown would hav my sympathy. 
This clandestine association with married women, 


Report says that Governor Brown will decline to 
prosecute the slayer of his son, and that he admits. 
the killing to hav been justified by the circum- 
stances, and it is highly probable that the son 
would take the same view in the case of the elder 
Brown if the situation were reversed. Such fathers 
may always depend upon having that kind of sons. 
The relative of the murdered woman should pursue 
a different course. Gordon should be arraigned 
and tried—he should be so tried that the enormity 
of his crime would break upon him, that he would 
be convicted, and sentenced to liv (in jail), with 
every facility afforded him for committing suicide. 

Gro. E. Macponatp. 


The Kind of a Man Colonel Ingersoll Is. 


This great lawyer, orator, teacher, and humani- 
tarian was warmly and rapturously greeted at the 
Wysor Grand on Monday night by a magnificent 
audience of educated men and women. More than 
a thousand auditors gave eager and rapt attention 
to the words of love and wisdom as they fell from 
the lips and silver tongue of the world’s greatest 
champion of human rights and mental liberty. 
The good seed which he has planted in Muncie, and 
the good seed which he is scattering broadcast 
throughout the country, from ocean to ocean, and 
from the lakes to the gulf, will take root in the 
hearts of millions of our fellow-men, and germinate 
and blossom and ripen into golden fruits of peace 
and love, and joy and liberty. The gospel of love 
and kindness, which this great apostle emphasizes 
in his teaching, and so beautifully illustrates in his 
life, must, in the near future, rescue all intelligent 
men and women from the darkness and cruelty of 
religious superstition, and bring them to the light 
of reason and the practice of gentleness and toler- 
ation. The world has always been in need, and is 
still in need, of more love and greater kindness, 
and surely it is our duty to assist this great and 
good man to achieve this grand and noble and glo- 
rious end. 

Whatever concerns one man concerns all men— 
the planet on which we liv is a small body, and 
there are no people on its surface so remote from 
us that their happiness and welfare are not bound 
up with ours—the joys and sorrows, the hopes and 
the fears of all mankind, are indissolubly knit to- 
gether—none can suffer wrong without all sharing 
in that wrong—none can feel the delightful thrills 
of joy without all sharing in that joy—the world 
at large cannot grow wiser and make us more ig- 
norant—the world at large cannot grow better and 
make us grow worse—the world at large cannot 
grow happier and make us more miserable, and it is 
therefore evident that our sympathies, like Colonel 
Ingersoll’s, should be catholic and universal and 
co extensiv with the race—we should seek to sup- 
plant ignorance with intelligence—we should strive 
to substitute knowledge for blind credulity—we 
should earnestly labor to remove cruelty from the 
world, and plant the seeds of kindness in every 
breast, and, knowing as we do, if we know anything, 
that religious superstition had its origin in the dens 
and caves of savagery, and that, infinitly above all 
other causes, it has cursed the world and filled the 
earth with blood and sorrow, it certainly should be 
our duty, our pleasure, our joy, and our delight to 
assist Colonel Ingersoll in driving fear and igno- 
rance and superstition from the brain of man, and 
lighting in their stead the sacred flame of reason. 

He loves the good and hates the bad in the life 
of every man. He loves the good and hates the 
bad in every book, whether it is regarded as sacred 
or profane. He believes that happiness is the only 
good, that love is the only real religion, and that 
every home should be made a heaven. He believes 
in the sanctuary of the fireside, and that wife and 
child should be adored—he believes in temperance, 
charity, freedom, gladness, liberty, tolerance, kind- 
ness, intellectual hospitality, and justice, and in all 
these things every good man will concur. He dis- 
believes in malicious demons and in tribal gods. 
He disbelieves in popes and priests and inspired 
books. He disbelieves in the supernatural and in 
the miraculous, and with him the wise men of the 
earth, the savans and scientists, agree. 

If we lay aside our prejudices—if we will forget 
our vested interests in hoary-headed fallacies and 
venerable falsehoods—if we will crucify our jeal- 
ousies, our hates and envies, and remember only 
that we are men—if we can eliminate from our 
minds the traditions and inheritances that hav core 
down to us from the darkness of the distant past, 
we can never speak the name of Ingersoll except in 
accents of love and gratitude. 

Yet he will be maligned—he has been maligned 
and assailed—but the shafts of falsehood and mal- 
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ice will forever fall harmless against the impene- 
trable armor of goodness and greatness with which 
he is completely panoplied—in the far-off centuries 
yet to come, music, elegantly dressed and divinely 
attuned, will perpetuate the memory of this mar- 
velous man of the nineteenth century—millions 
upon millions of men and women yet to be will 
sing his praises and call him blessed—the pagodas 
of superstition will not then cast their dark and 
dismal shadows upon the earth, but in their places 
will be erected rock-built temples, dedicated to 
science, to liberty, to justice, and to art, and their 
walls will be adorned with magnificent portraits of 
Robert G. Ingersoll, surpassing any painting that 
ever came forth from the magic touches of Raphael 
or Angelo. 

American manhood and American womanhood 
will then awaken admiration and wonder, and will 
become fitter objects of study and contemplation 
than any statuary ever chiseled by a Grecian master 
—the intellects of the people will be keener and 
finer than any that ever debated in the Roman Sen- 
ate or the Roman Forum—our civilization will fur- 
nish rapture and pleasure to all her children, and 
a golden cestus of clasped hands will then encircle 
the whole earth, and in the midst of this most mar- 
velous civilization will break forth a song of grati- 
tude embalming the memory of Robert G. Inger- 
soll, which will continue to reverberate around the 
whole circumference of the earth, as long as it is 
fit for the habitation of man. 

May each of us feel it to be our duty, our pleas- 
ure, and our privilege to assist him in the destruc- 
tion of sectarian hatred and bigotry, and when this 
work is completed we will be ushered into the glo- 
rious era of peace and reason and the brotherhood 
of man. 

It will be a sad day for the race when his great 
brain crumbles into dust, but with Socrates and 
Bruno, with Humboldt and Spencer, he will forever 
occupy a conspicuous place in the pantheons of the 
civilized world. 

Dr. T. J. Bowzzs, in the Muncie (Ind.) Herald. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tum Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for May: 

May 10th—‘‘ Gravity of the Times.” Imogene O. Fales. 

May 17th—'' Moses, Joseph & Co." Prof. D. T. Ames. 

May 24th—'' Religion." Swami Vivekananda. 

May 3ist—‘‘ The Rise of Militarism in the United States.” 
Ohas. O. Schmitt. 


Tug Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Business 
Oollege, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues Program for May: 

May 12th—'' The Religion of India." ‘‘Swami” Vive- 
kananda. The '*Swami" belongs to the Order of the 
Sanyasi Monks. : 

May 19th —'* The Paradise of Shakspere and Goethe.” 
T. B Wakeman. : 

May 26th —'* What We Owe to Freethought.” Henry 
Rowley. : 

Meetings will be resumed the first Sanday in October. 


Tar Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for May: 

May 12th—‘‘ Oremation." Att'y O. M. Lotze. $ 
May 19th—Debate: ‘“‘ Resolved, That the single gold 
standard subserves the best interests of the American 
people.” Afürmativ, A. B. McAvoy, Acting Assist- 
ant U. S. Treasurer, Cincinnati. Negativ, Atty A. 
` A. Brown, Secretary Bimetallio League. _ 
May 26th—‘‘The Natural Solution of the Social Prob- 
.lem." Louis F. Post, of New York. 
This will end the season's course of lectures. 


Mrs. Mattie A. Freeman will deliver lectures in 
Tucson, Arizona, May 12th, 18th, 14th, and 15th; other 
places, Tempe, Phoenix, Prescott, Jerome Junotion, 
Arizona; Albuquerque and Santa Fé, N. M.; Marysville, 
Usrbondale, and Topeka, Kan. Those desiring lectures 
along this route please write her at once 1087 W. Madison 
street, Chicago, Ill 


FRANKLIN STEINER lectures in Holstein, Ia., May 10th; 
Pierson, Ia., May 12th; Orookston, Minu., May 16th; 
Lakota, N. D., May 17th and 18th, and Hoople, N. D., 
May 2ist to 24th. Dates in Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Towa will be announced later. 


: Tux Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tig Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock. All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. . 


Tum Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and' Kindness. Everybody invited, Secretary, William 
Watkine : 

Tua Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Admission 
free, All welcome. 

Tan Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 r.m., at Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth, 
below Market street, Philadelphia, 


A Little More Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 
or tHE BrBLz," should go along with Paine's “Age 
of Reason" as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, neces- 
sary to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
“Self-Contradictions of the Bible,” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate * Self-Contradictions” as well as the * Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to anything good. 


“An Important Intimation." 

There are, we regret to say, between one thou- 
sand and two thousand of our friends who hav 
allowed their subscriptions to Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
to expire without renewing.’ This is a considerably 
larger portion than is pleasant to us, who depend 
upon the more or less prompt payment of subscrip- 
tions for the wherewithal to meet our bills. Now, 
we are not going to get angry, or scold, or do any- 
thing disagreeable about this, but we must appeal 
to our friends’ good nature and generous feelings 
to remedy this deplorable and unsatisfactory state 
of affairs. We need the money badly—so do our 
creditors. The paper man, and the printer, and 
the compositor, and the mailer, and the post-office 
collector, and the clerks, and the landlord, and the 
insurance man, and the gas man, and the devil are 
always with us, not to mention the rest, and they 
all want money and want it bad, and want it when 
it is due. And when we havn't got it for them life 
is a burden—they make it so intentionally, blast ’em. 

So now, as aforesaid, we appeal to our friends all 
over this country—thousands of them—to send the 
amount of their arrearages and as much in advance 
as they hav been behind, to sort of even things up 
and turn about in fair play, as it were. A year’s 
subscription from each one whose time has expired 
will make us easy—very easy—but if we can't hav 
that then let us hav what you can spare, and we will 
* grin and bear it" until you get the balance. The 
amounts are small individually and easily raised, 
but to us they collectivly mean a good deal—ju.t 
the difference. between being even with the world 
and being unpleasantly behind. 

The disciples of a certain philosopher, one day 
missing their teacher from his accustomed place in 
the midst of them, sought him at his unpretentious 
lodgings, where they discovered that he was suffer- 
ing from the lack of a Square Meal. Of course 
they hastened to provide him with all that the inner 


sinner could desire, but he nevertheless took occa- | 


sion to jab them with a moral pointed by the event. 
* Know, then" (said he), “that in order that you 


.may permanently enjoy the light of a lamp, it is 


necessary occasionally to replenish the Oil.” 
Delinquents who renew at once will be spared the 
moral which their remissness might tempt us to draw. 


—Ja— 


The third volume of Moneure D. Conway's 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz Traurn SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year. sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'axgTHINKER'S ProrORIAL Text-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS) 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for. 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Pricrortat Trext-Boox. 


The pictures in the FBREETHINKEB'S PICTORIAL 
Txxt-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Cburh’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a unin of enureh and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of F'ucts, History, Sususuer, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argu went 
of the Artist. The . esigns are by Watson Heston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are Classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks. . 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on tie 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneour, 7. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it exce, t 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—xivg por- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; fve thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
yuu can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 

SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing hke it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it 18 very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as 8 portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderftil success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal iu America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texta to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book and the 
paper for one year, 
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T9etters of Friends. 


The Paper and the Pictorial Text-Book. 
Sr. Lovis, Mo., April 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 for 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and the “Pictorial 
Text-Book.” Ben. FREEMAN. 


Oeprnssure, N. Y., April 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $3 
to continue my paper and for ‘‘ Pictorial 
Text-Book. Gero. W. Fraox. 


Lonars, O., April 14, 1895. 
Mn. Errron: Inelosed find $3, for which 
send me your paper and ‘‘ Pictorial Text- 
Book” as per offer. 
Harran C. Winriaws. 


FRANEFOoRD, Pa., April 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $8. 
Put my name on your list for the paper, 
and send me the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
S. MaARVILLE, 


EvaNsvinLE, Wis., April 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I herewith hand you $3 
for the paper one year, and the ** Pictorial 
Text-Book.” P. F. Spencer. 


Lamar, Mo., April 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I inelose herewith $3 for 
one year's subscription to your paper and 
the '*Pictorial Text-Book,” as per your 
offer. Respectfully, W. F. Barrkx, 


Emporis, Kan., April 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send Tae TRUTE 
SEEKER and ‘ Pictorial Text-Book " to the 
accompanying address for one year. In- 
closed find $3. Dr. S. E. NORTHINGTON. 


Sunyy Hirn, Irt., April 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inolosed $3.25 
for one year's subscription to y ur paper 
and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book;” also the ‘‘ Liberal Hymn Book.” 
Dante OnmstTRom. 


JACKSONVILLE, Itt., April 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3.25, 
for which send me your paper for one year, 
and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book," together with copy of ** Crimes of 
Preachers.” B. F. Brown. 


Reavine, Pa., April 22, 1895. 
Mr, Eprror: You will find inclosed $3 
for the renewal of my subscription to Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year, and for the 
** Preethinker's Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Yours truly, FnaANELIN Krest. 


HOoLLENBERG, KAN., April 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: In conformity with your 
offer I inclose $3 for one year’s subscrip- 
tion to Taz TRUTH SEEKER and one ** Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " in boards. 
O. L. TAYLOR. 


HAVERRAL, Mass., April 15, 1895. 
Mr.. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3, 
for which send your paper for one year, 
and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book,” as advertised in your offer to 
new subscribers. S. C. SABIN. 


Brecawoonp, Mass., April 138, 1895, 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 for 
Tue Truta SEEKER for one year, and the 
‘* Pictorial Text-Book.” Hoping that all 
Freethinkers will avail themselvs of your 
grand cffer, I am, 
Respectfully yours, 


W. I. LINOOLN. 


CAPLINGER’S Minus, Mo., April 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: As I am not a subscriber to 
your valuable paper at present, but am of 
ihe truth seeking kind, I hasten to take 
advantage of the very valuable offer you 
make to new subscribers in the sample 
copy sent me. Please find inclosed $3° for 
which gend ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book" and 
Tue Truru SEEKER for a year. 
Very respectfully, W. A. WHINREY. 


Mooruanp, Ia., April 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eptror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
send me Tur TRUTH SEEKER for one year, 
and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book.” There are only a few avowed 
Freethinkers in this place, but there are a 
good many who read and admire your pa- 


er. 
j The people of the Congregational church 
at this place, held a revival during the 
month of February, and after almost four 
weeks of hard labor by our respected min- 
ister, and three or four imported ‘‘sky- 


pilots," three of the ungodly outside the 
pale of the church consented to be prayed 


for. Yours fraternally, W. V. FRANOIS. 


Gets Us a New Subscriber. 
QOnarx’s CORNER, Conn., April 17, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $4.50. Please 


send Toe Truro SEEKER for one year to 
my friend. Send me the ‘‘ Freethinker's 
Pictorial Text-Book;” two copies 
“About the Holy Bible;" ANNUAL, and 
** With Daughter's Babe upon His Kuee.” 
Fraternally yours, ALLEN JEewzrT, P. M. 


From a Washington Worker. 

SuxrnToN, Wasu., April 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $9.65 
for Tae Tavru Srexer; ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought;" ANwwvan; the 
** Candle from Under the Bushel;" ** Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated ;" 
** Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” for 

premium to subscriber. 
L. C. B. NADEAU, 


A Suggestion. 


New York, April 12, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I see it is in contemplation 
by the friends of Thomas Paine to com- 
memorate his memory at the monument 
at New Rochelle on May 30th—Decoration 
day. I would propose that a resolution be 
offered on that occasion that those present 
who feel disposed to hav their names en- 
tered on a list hav an opportunity to do so- 
It will bring us more together and help 
make us acquainted with each other. I 
found at the last year’s meeting that the 
women were more enthusiastic for Free- 

thought than many of the men. 
S. R. THORNE, 


Truth and Poetry. 
OoONNOQUENESING, PA., April 15, 1895. . 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $6—two 

years’ subscription for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and $1 for Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason,” to be 
sent to the inclosed addresses. That is a 
grand plan for missionary work. I hav 
had Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason” going the 
rounds for years. It is a good eye-opener. 
Ihav been confined to my room all fall 
and winter, but I hope I shall be able to 
get out as soon as the weather gets warnier. 
I am just through reading **Men, Women, 
and Gods,” by Helen Gardener, which 
ought to be in every Freethinker’s pos- 
session. 
The heathen without cuteness 
Bows down to wood and stone, 


The priest in his astuteness 
Would make this world his own, 


And so all heathen nations 
The mission fiends hav slain, 
And made a king creator— 
A despot for to reign. 
A, CuTHBERT. 


What Say You, Wealthy Freethinkers ? 


CASTALIA, S. D., April 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eptror: The inclosed article is 
clipped from a recent issue of the Yankton 
(S. D.) Daily Press and Dakotan. Per- 
haps you would care to giv it space in your 
columns, or comment upon it. 
Yours respeotfully, G. L. Kmr. 


H. W. White, the well known mechan- 
ical inventor of this city, has just an- 
nounced to the public a philanthropic 
plan, which he has had in mind for a long 
period of years. He wants to endow an 
edueational institution to the extent of 
about $10,000, and he wants some activ 
person or persons to offer him some en- 
couragement within two years. He is 
growing old and feels that he would like 
to get his affairs inte first-class condition 
before he is called upon to lay down the 
burdens of life. Here is Mr. White's 
proposition: 

“I own a tract of forty acres of the 
finest land in Yankton county, lying just 
west or across the road from the state in- 
sane hospital. It rises gently from all sides 
toward the center and terminates in one 
of the most attractiv building sites in the 
country. From this point an excellent 
view of the country for miles around is 
obtainable and on that eminence I want to 
see an educational building erected. 

“I also hav one of the finest cabinets of 
mineral specimens, curios, and ornitholog- 
ical specimens in the United States, the 
result of years of work in their collection 
and the expenditure of thousands of dol- 
lars. 

**T propose to giv to a school which I 
shall describe shortly this tract of land and 
this cabinet, provided a fund of from $75,- 
000 to $100,000, or enough of it to assure 


the success of the undertaking, is raised 


within two years. This school shall be 


of 


established for the education of the or- 
phan children of drunkards, It must be 
absolutely non-sectarian, no copy of the 
Bible must be permitted within its walls, 
and only persons who are non-sectarian in 
every respect will be employed as teachers. 
The children will learn of and about God 
otherwise than through the Bible or its 
adherents. It shall be the purpose of the 
schoo! to giv children a good practical 
business education, to instruct them in the 
natural laws, in chemistry, astronomy, and 
philosophy, hygiene, physiology, and 
anatomy. The arts and sciences may be 
taught in their mechanical branches in or- 
der to make the school as nearly self-sus- 
taining as possible, and trades shall be 
taught such boys as develop a talent for 
anything in that direction. To such a 
school I am willing to giv the building site 
and my cabinet of specimens. 

**Tam prompted to do this,” continued 
Mr. White, ‘by the experiences of my 
life. I know the value of an education 
because I never had one. Not one day did 
I ever spend in school, because I had no 
one to stand the expense of my schooling. 
To children so situated the school that I 
hav described would be of inestimable 
value and would help to make true and up- 
right citizens of many children who go to 
the dogs because they are compelled to bv 
poverty For the children of drunkards I 
make this offer." 


Mr. Stevens’s Wanderings. 
EVANSVILLE, IND., April 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Mrs. Stevens and myself 
left Chicago the middle of January and 
took up our residence at Indianapolis with 


Mrs. Dr. J. R. Monroe, widow of the: 


lamented Liberal editor. After enjoy- 
ing (?) the eccentricities of the thermom- 
eter in the Hoosier capital for seven 
weeks, we concluded to take a tour further 
South, Mrs. Monroe accompanying us to 
her old home, Seymour, Ind., where we 
were hospitably entertained by her stanch 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kling. The 
Klings are progressiv and aggressiv Lib- 
erals of refinement, wealth, and culture. 
Their only daughter is the wife of Manager 
Dunbar, of the Gibson House, Cincinnati. 
Mr. Kling early evolved from Hebraic 
formalism into thoroughly materialistic 
philosophy. I hav seldom met a better 
conversationalist or & person more pro- 
foundly read. In Liberal thought Mrs. 
Kling is her husband’s alter ego. 

From Seymour we journeyed to Louis- 
ville, Ky., famous for varied brands of the 
beverage that cheers and more often in- 
ebriates, for pretty girls, chattering ne- 
groes, wretched water, and most uninvit- 
ing smoke. 

While in Louisville we made two calls 
on Dr. and Mrs. W. L. Carter, a promi- 
nent physician and still more prominent 
as a Liberal. Mr. and Mrs. Carter are ‘‘to 
the manner born," both nativs of this state, 
and their decidedly Southern accent was a 
charming change to our ears. Notwith- 
standing being the leading Liberal, I am 
pleased that the doctor’s professional ser- 
vices are as much in demand as though he 
believed in forty gods. Singularly enough, 
his residence is only two squares from the 
cemetery. However, that is merely a co- 
incidence which the dector will pardon 
me for mentioning. Cave Hill is the most 
beautifully situated city of the dead in 
the United States. Its naturally romantic 
beauty is hightened by artistic mauso- 
leums, stately monoliths, fluted tombs, 
and flower-covered urns. For flowers 
were abundant even before April. If ever 
there was-8 spot that looked inviting 
enough for one to die to remain there, I 
think it is Cave Hill. Iirresistibly dropped 
into monolog and repeated— 

Can storied urn, or animated bust, 
Back to its mansion call the fleeting 
breath? 
Can honor’s voice provoke the silent dust, 
Or flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of 
death? f 

A trip upthe Ohio river to Cincinnati on 
the steamer Congo is a languid, lazy style 
of traveling to which I can scarcely accus- 
tom myself. 

Here hills and vales, the woodland and 
the plain, 

Here earth and water seem to strive 
again. 

Could those hills and banks but repeat 
the tragedies that must hav occurred when 
the white man struggled to wrest this fair 
land from the red; or later the deeds of 
river desperadoes, or giv us a glimps of 
the many steamboat explosions and disas- 
ters that took place along this tawny- 


į Colored atream; coming still closer, the 


efforts of the fugitiv slaves who struggled 
to cross this barrier to freedom, thence to 
be carried through the ‘underground 
railroad" to Canada. Then the war pe- 
riod looms up to our mental vision, with 
hostil hosts patroling either bank, the 
dash of raiders, the rattle of musketry 
from ambush; the cotton-hales piled 
around to protect the pilot-houses, and 
other exciting scenes. The Ohio river is 
rich in reminiscence. 

Here is Lawrenceburgh, where H. W. 
Beecher commenced his ministrations in a 
little log church, long before he labored to 
** knock the bottom out of hell," and where 
his sister, Harriet Beecher Stowe, wrote 
that flamboyant book, ‘‘Uncle Tom's 
Cabin,” her characters being taken, it is 
said, from just across the river in Shelby- 
ville, Ky. Outside its sickly religious 
sentiment it was a great torch of freedom. 

In Cincinnati I call on Dr. E. S. McLeod 
and George Light—the beacons of the 
Ohio Liberal Society. Here we busied 
ourselvs sight-seeing for two days, the 
Zoological Gardens being one point of in- 
terest. Cincinnati can boast the nearest 
approach to the London ‘‘Zoo” it has 
been my privilege to see. We missed from 
the monkey house the familiar Milesian 
countenances of Mr. and Mrs. Rooney, 
who we believe hav passed to the sum- 
mer-land of monkeydom. The vari-colored 
feathery tribes from all climes make a 
surpassingly gorgeous display. 

Next morning Mr. Light called at our 
hotel and took us on a visit to Mrs. Mattie 
P. Krekel, who has won golden opinions 
in the Ohio metropolis. Mrs. Krekel ac- 
companied us on a hasty visit to the Acad- 
emy of Arts in Eden Park. Here are 
many masterly works of art in marble and 
in oil. Asweenter, Benjamin West's great 
work greets our sight, **Jesus riding on 
an Ass into Jerusalem." As I havy previ- 
ously remarked, the yes and ears of that 
jackass express about all the intelli- 
gence depicted in the picture. Despite 
the worldly mind of Porkopolis, she oher- - 
ishesa larger quantity of Madonnas and 
angels, on canvas, than is consistent with 
nineteenth century ideas. However, we 
cannot particularize, as our time is short, 
so we bid a regretful adieu to Eden and 
return to Louisville, thence to Evansville, 
Ind., where Chainey and Putnam once 
labored before leaving the Unitarian pul- 
pit. On my way to Paducah, Ky., I 
wished I had time to run up the Cumber- 
land river to Golden Pond, where I could 
greet a good many Liberals. Kentucky 
makes it & criminal offense to laugh in 
church, so that a Kentucky Freethinker 
must perforce possess what we denominate 
“sand,” E. A. STEVENS. 


What Is in Store for Us. 


Corrax, Wasu., April 13, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inolosed find $3 for re- 
newal of my father's subscription for one 
year. We hav been constant readers of 
Tae Trora SEEKER for over four years, 
and I can say that it is the greatest paper 
that I ever saw in my time; we could not 
do without it. 

I was greatly amused at Mr. John Peck’s 
article in the issue of March 30th, entitled 
‘New Genesis,” or a description of ores- 
tion; some people think it horrid, but I 
think it great, and I fully agree with Mr. 
Peck, but I am sorry that he omitted say- 
ing anything of those pesky Bible-backed 
howlers going round and creating excite- 
ment to fool the weak-minded people; 
their heads seem filled to the utmost capa- 
city with the same material of which their 
great God made the earth and planets, 
which was ** nothing," just simply nothing, 
that was all. 

We had a Methodist Episcopal revival in 
our town last winter in which their good 
minister converted and saved the souls of 
perhaps something over a hundred, and 
during this time they went round on the 
streets begging for money, which they 
claimed was for the benefit of their Lord 
and master, and they came to a Chinese 
laundryman and asked him for fifty cents, 
This was the heathen’s reply: ‘‘G—d, 
Gele-Clist, what for? He alle time bloke 
and likee four-bitty." 

Isee by the papers that the women and 
church people are getting very nice about 
the Sunday laws and the way that differ- 
ent classes of people wear their clothes in 
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New York and other states. I believe that 
if we do not do something to check them 
the churches will run the business of our 
United States, and that it will not be a 
very long time until they will compel us 
—the supposedly free people of the great 
United States of America—to sit upon that 
seat of Sunday rest. 

It is time that our Senators and Congress- 
men snd our state legislators should be 
working hard for that liberty for which 
our forefathers fought some hundred 
years ago. And it will not be long until 
the ehurch women will hav laws passed 
so as to compel people who hav horses to 
hav & big cover made of some kind of 
eloth to conceal them while driving on the 
public high waya, for fear that the appear- 
ance in their natural state would create 
immoral thoughts. 

Yours for truth and liberty, 
Gro. W. HULL. 


The Origin of Jehovah. 


Paumer, Mass., April 23, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: In ''Observations" of 
April 20th I find the following, in eftect: 
‘That the higher critics inform us that 
the religion of the Hebrews was & motley 
polytheism; that they believed in sacred 
Stones and trees," eto. Now, does this 
apply to a time before the Bible's God was 
introduced to them, or after? If before, 
then the Bible writers are not responsible 
for it, any more than they are for the He- 
brews’ misfortune of being apes once upon 
a time, if Darwin is right; and if after, we 
eannot blame them for David's invocations 
to the Baals, any more than for his com- 
mitting adultery. They hav said, ‘‘Thou 
shalt hav no other gods before me," and 
they. hav said, **'Thou shalt not commit 
adultery.” Can we confound the Bible 
God with idols, Molech, Baals, etc., while 
we see them recommend the one and con- 
demn the others? 

The Hebrew grammar tells us that all 
nouns are accepted as masculin or feminin 
only when their genders are strictly 
adhered to throughout the Bible, but 
those nouns which are treated in the Bible 
as sometimes masculin and then again fem- 
inin, are neuter, and can be written either 
way, a8 one may please. The Hebrew has 
no word for the pronoun ‘‘it.” Ruah is 
neuter, and treated in Genesis as feminin ; 
therefore, when translating the words 
singly and separately the word merahefeth 
cannot be translated otherwise than ‘‘she 
moves,” although, when translating the 
whole sentence into the English sense, it 
reads, ‘‘It.moved.” 

The Hebrew word for nation is Goy, 
singular; for nations, Goyim, plural. In 
Deut. iv, 7, the passage in question, the 
word ** Goy ” is used; therefore, ‘‘ Him,” 
and not ** Them.” . 

I am aware of the difficulty of explain- 
ing to an English scholar the twisting and 
turning, the meaning and fine shades of 
meaning, of the Hebrew language and its 
grammar, but it is unavoidable, and per- 
haps no harder than to translate from the 
French into English, The following may 
help to illustrate how hard it is to convey 
the true sense from one language to 
another. A Frenchman who wished to 
compliment an English lady on her beauti- 
ful complexion said, in all sincerity, ** Ma- 
dam, you hav a beautitul leather," mean- 
ing, of course, skin. He was not wrong— 
his Ollendorff told him so, yet the lady 
thought otherwise and the company en- 
joyed a hearty laugh. ' 

I will now endeavor, in my poor and 
simple way, to explain the passage in Gen- 
esis, ** Behold, the man has become as one 
of us.” According to our ideas regarding 
the Bible, we hav stripped that book of its 
divinity, so that it is left to us in its full 
nakedness to admire its good parts, and 
despise its deformities. Thus investigating 
it, we find that the book was written by 
men. That they strove to introduce a bet- 
ter god of their own production, and one 
god only, it is very reasonable to believe, 
considering the number of gods that were 
then worshiped. Whether they succeeded 
or not, makes no difference, We are in- 
vestigating their inteutions, which were 
good, But alas! their ignorance led them 
astray, and they hav made a caricature of 
him. We are satisfied that they knew 
nothing of science, and that they had no 


idea of cause and effect. They had never , hearing in our local newspapers, 
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heard of Galileo; and so, when they saw 
the dawn of day, long before the sun ap- 
peared; when they saw the twilight of eve 
long after the sun disappeared, they 
thought that light was independent of the 
the sun; and so their god made light on 
the first day of creation, and the sun on 
the fourth day for the purpose of dividing 
the light trom the dark (before, it must 
hav been mixed), Not knowing of any 
other worlds besides their own, and having 
no use for any, they called the stars lamps, 
which were put there for their sole benefit, 
and of course their god said it was good, 
There is not a single deed or word, re- 
corded and attributed to their god, that 
can be regarded as befitting a being supe- 
rior toman. He is the creation of their 
own imagination, and upon him are re- 
flected their ignorance, their superstition, 
and their passions, His work was after 
their plan; his words, their utterances. 
We can also safely assert that at the time 
when the first chapter of Genesis was writ- 
ten there was more than one man in the 
world; so God, their speaking-tube, so to 
speak, used the words, **like us,” as they 
would hav done. Had there been but one 
man, and he the biographer of this god, 
the pronoun us, or the expression ** one of 
us," would never hav been used by either 
the man directly, or through his instru- 
ment, God. 

There are many theories regarding the 
time when the book of Genesis was written, 
and when the one-god theory was first ad- 
vanced, but none of them is authentic, 
But taking all the opinions and various 
theories into consideration, we may form 
8n opinion of our own. And why not? 
Are we not better fitted for the task, after 
using the knowledge of our historians, 
their investigations and researches? Now, 
in following that, I am inclined to think 
that the Bible was written long after the 
one-god idea was conceived by man, and 
that Moses, the priests, and the prophets 
had a clear conception of it, The cele- 
brated German poet, Schiller, in his ‘‘ Mis- 
sion of Moses,” tells us that the wise men 
in Egypt had a sort of a Masonic fraternity, 
and were engaged in the search for more 
light and in the teaching of one god; and 
being in danger of persecution by the 
populace for so doing, they met on the 
mountains and in caves. Into these tryst- 
ing-places Moses was admitted. There 
he inhaled, for the first time, a purer at- 
mosphere. There the bandage of idolatry 
was lifted from his eyes, and he beheld 
the dazzling light of their teaching. 

Now, in putting this theory of Schiller, 
and many others, together, I infer that 
they had repudiated the gods and idols, 
which were worshiped then, and substi- 
tuted one that was better. That one had 
no appellation. That mysterious ruling 
agency they could not name, neither could 
their pupil, Moses. We know the state of 
perplexity he was in. How could he intro- 
duce a new deity to the Israelites, and him- 
self not knowing the name.  Ponder as 
much as he would, he could Come to no 
better Conclusion than to name him 
*Ehyeh," Z am. This is the starting- 
point for the word Jehovah, pronounced 
in Hebrew Yehovah. That word, and the 
word ‘‘Ehyeh,” are identical, and can be 
recognized by a Hebrew scholar, Yeho- 
vah being & Composite word from the 
words Hoyoh, Hoveh. V. Yihyeh is Mas- 
soretic, and the authority cannot be 
traced, nor is it necessary. All these 
words can be recognized asspringing from 
one and the same origin. A glance at the 
Century Dictionary, though treating the 
word ‘‘ Jehovah ” incompletely, will, per- 
haps, dispel the suspicion that mine is a 
fanciful definition. Mores NEBvOHIM. 


See What Live Workers Can Do. 
New ORLEANS, LA., April 17, 1895. 
Mx. Eprrorn: ''Paine's Great Works 
Complete," the last of those books Ior- 
dered some time ago, duly arrived, and I 
am well pleased, Just now 1am hunting 
for new subsoribers, as I would like to se- 
cure your much-spoken-of *' Pictorial 


"Text-Book." 


Inelosed clippings will show that a few 
of us, and very few at that, I regret to say, 
are doing what little we can, to defend 
mental liberty, and though frequently 
our communications are rejected, we try 
again, and thus occasionally are given & 
of. which 


the Times-Democrat seems to be the 
most liberal. 

Quite a discussion took place in that pa- 
per on the ‘‘Personal Devil of Chris- 
tianity.”” My letter was rejected, because 
the editor says communications on that 
subject came in so plentifully that he was 
compelled to return a dozen, not because 
they were not interesting, but because 
such discussions are unending, and after 
having given both sides a fair hearing, 
two or three times, he had tostopit. But 
it is a good sign to hear that dozens of let- 
ters came pouring in to the paper. Thus 
Mr. Bryan and our friend D. W. Groh 
gave the devil a rolling in the Times- 
Democrat. In the States I roasted Father 
Power, of the Jesuit's church, on his 
** Confessional” sermon, and received & 
weak reply the next day, to which I again 
replied the following day; while another 
party (I do not recollect his name just 
now) criticised Archbishop Janssens on his 
** Matrimony " sermon in the columna of 
the Picayune. I hunted up this gentle- 
man's address in the directory, and 
promptly sent him some copies of Tus 
Teura Srexer and Independent Pulpit. 
Whenever I mail copies this way, I use 
Tae Terura SEEKER’s wrappers with my 
tag on, so that they may know from whom 
they come. My good friend, Mr. Bryan, 
with whom I got acquainted through your 
excellent paper, and who subscribes for 
some eight or ten Freethought publica- 
tions, frequently distributes bundles of 
them at-the Spiritualists’ meetings. We 
hav no doubt all of this will do some good. 

I hay this morning also sent two TRUTH 
Srrxers to the Zimes-Democrat, calling 
&ttention to the ** Sabbath " law editorials. 

Do you know that last Friday—goody- 
goody Friday—my wife being unable to 
get fresh meat in the market, we had to be 
satisfied with a chicken, and for this terri- 
ble crime were severely criticised by our 
good Christian neighbors!  Butit tasted 
ao good, nevertheless, that all but the 
bones were “out of sight" within half 
an hour. Some lady asked our eight-year- 
old boy if he did not know it was a ‘‘fast- 
day,” to which he replied that it would be 
time enough to fast when he had nothing 
to eat, Next year he will join Miss Wixon’s 
corps and also subscribe for The Little 
Freethinker. Yours fraternally, 

Erwin AUFFURTH. 


April 18, 1895. 

P.S. Here is new subscriber No. 1. 
Find name and address on card. The 
gentleman dropped in to express his ap- 
proval of my letter to States, published a 
few days since; he also read my communi- 
cation on Church Taxation (almost 8 col- 
umn) published in the Picayune some time 
ago, and was well pleased. He is a wide- 
awake and prosperous business man and 


manager of one of the largest door, sash, 


and blind factories in this city. He also 
attended Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture here 
about two months ago, but, with many 
others, regretted very much that the Colo- 
nel did not select one of his religious 
lectures instead of **Shakspere." I had a 
hearty handshake with the Colonel, and, 
like many others, expressed the hope that 
he would return in the near future to de- 
liver another lecture. 

I hav good hopes of sending another 
subscriber within the next few weeks. 

° E. A. 


THE DEVIL AND THE BIBLE. 


New OnzzANS, La., April 1, 1895. 

To THE EDITOR OF THE Trwzs-DEMocBAT: 
In your issue of March 28, ‘faa ortho- 
dox minister,” answering, S. S. Bryan's 
communication on the ** Personal Devil," 
asserts that ** a noted minister," who said 
that nobody any longer believed in the 
devil of Christianity, that it was only a 
“huge joke,” must hav been a Unitarian or 
a Universalist. But upon inquiry I am 
informed that he was neither one nor the 
other — another proof that even in the 
orthodox church we can see progress. 
After stating that even those who repudi- 
ate the idea of a personal devil neverthe- 
less admit that scripture teaches it, he 
concludes: *‘ The question then is no lon- 
ger whether or not there is a personal 
devil, but whether or not the Bible is true 
and whether its teachings can be relied on 
—upon that question, however, I do not 
propose to enter" . . . : 

So, though the real question is, Is the 
Bible true and can it be relied on? yet 
**an orthodox minister " wishes not to en- 
ter upon this fundamental questioh. To 
decline to do so would signify the weak- 
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ness of the reverend gentleman’s case, but 
I should consider it his duty, ss an agent 
of God, to enter upon this question and 
substantiate the truth and reliability of the 
Bible, and thus convince the doubters of 
their mistaken views. and cause them to 


return to the true faith. But so long as 
the reverend gentleman insists on remain- 
ing silent on this subject, the doubters 
will, of course, remain doubters. ‘‘Doubt 
leads to investigation, investigation to 
truth—the enemy of all superstition.” says 
a prominent Agnostic (doubter). There- 
fore, as investigation cannot injure any- 
thing built on the foundation of truth, 
“an orthodox minister" should not hesi- 
tate a moment to enter into the discussion 
of the truth and reliability of the Bible, 
and if successful in proving this, substan- 
tiate the existence of the devil. This 
proven, he would convert many doubters 
and save them from an unpleasant future 
(hell), which place must also exist if the 
Bible is true and reliable. 

According to my views, I am destined to 
become an inmate of this latter place, for 
I truly believe—and shall continue to be- 
lieve—unless **an orthodox minister" or 
someone else convinces me differently — 
that the Bible cannot be relied on; that 
its geology is wrong; its astronomy ditto; 
that the earth is no longer flat, no longer 
stationary; that the sun no longer revolves 
around the earth; that the sun is no lon- 
ger pushed back ten degrees; that man 
was not completed in a jiffy only a few 
thousand years ago; that Oain could never 
hav gone into the land of Nod to take 
unto himself a wife, as his parents were the 
only ones living then; that Jonah never 
established & temporary boarding and 
lodging house in a whale's belly; that the 
miracles of the Old and New Testaments 
were never performed—that a stick never 
turned into a serpent, or vice versa, that 
an ass never spoke Sanscrit, Greek or 
Hebrew; that the waters never parted as 
though they were walls and let people pass 
through without getting their feet wet; 
that the dead never arose from their 
graves, eto., eto., all of which goes to 
show that the writers of the Bible were ig- 
norantas to the laws of nature, astronomy, 
geology, and lacked other scientific knowl- 
edge, As to its moral precepts, I admit 
it contains some good teachings; some un- 
reasonable and absurd, and some so bad 
that ‘‘an orthodox minister" would not 
read it to his congregation or to his fam- 
ily. And as to contradictions, we find 
them by the score. Permit me just to 
mention a few: According to Gen. i, 31, 
God is satisfied with his works; according 
to Gen. vi, 6, God is dissatisfied with his 
works, According to Ex. xxxiii, 23; Ex. 
xxxiii, 11; Gen. xii, 9, 10; Gen. xxxii, 30; 
Is. vi, 1; Ex. xxiv, 9, 10, 11, God is seen 
and heard; according to John v, 87; Ex. 
xxxiii, 20; 1 Tim. vi, 16, God is invisible 
and cannot be heard. 

According to some passages, God is 
changeable; according to others, God is 
unchangeable; according to Mark xv, 25, 
Jesus was crucified at the third hour; ac- 
cording to John xix, 14, 15, he was not 
crucified until the sixth hour. According 
to Mat. xxvii, 5, Judas hanged himself; 
according to Acts i, 18, he fell and burst 
asunder, etc., etc. 

As, then, the Bible contains mistakes, 
contradictions, myths, blunders, and ab- 
surdities, it is not possible that an infinit 
being could be connected with it; but that 
it was written by finite beings, by men of 
very limited knowledge, whose mistaken 
ideas got the best of them, is indubitable. 
So the Bible is unreliable. 

The day is fast approaching when these 
horrible teachings concerning a devil and 
an eternal hell will be considered as relics 
of a superstitious age. As soon as people 
resort to reason instead of superstition, 
hell will run short of fuel, and when this 
occurs, the devil will die a natural death; 
the doubter, the investigator, will be 
proud of boing accused of this murder— 
reason, not the sword. having been his, 
weapon. Universal Mental Liberty will 
then reign supreme. Respectfully, 

Erwin AUFFURTH. 


oo 


Mortuary—Cassins M. Lazenby. 


LEMORE, OAL., April 13, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: It is with sorrow that I 
write you that my brother, C. M. Lazenby, 
has passed away. He was a consistent Lib- 
eral. For the last three years he has been 
an invalid and suffered untold pain, but 
was conscious up to the very last. His wife 
was grieving over him, and he told her not 
to grieve, as he was but going to sleep, and 
it seemed so, for he passed away jast like 
one dropping into slumber. He said he 
had no fear of death, and his only regrets 
were for his family. His funeral was as 
nearly secular as it was possible to hav it 
here, as there is no secular organization. 
Although many church members took part 
in the service, it was very good. I remair, 
with best wishes, 


Yours Epwarp Lazerny. 
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@hkildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Patient With the Living. 


Sweet friend, when thou and I are gone 
Beyond earth’s weary labor, 

When small shall be our need of grace 
From comrade or from neighbor, 

Past all the strife, the toil, the care, 
And done with all the sighing, 

What tender ruth shall we hav gained, 
Alas! by simply dyirg! 


Then lips ton charv of their praise 
Will tell our merits over, 

And eres too swift our faults to see 
Shall no defect discover. 

Tben hands that would not lift a stone 
Where stones where thick to cumber 

Our steep hill path wi!l scatter flowers 
Above our pillowed slumber. 


Sweet friend, perchance both thou and T, 
Ere love is past forgiving, 

Should take the earnest lesson home— 
Be patient with the living. 

To-da*'s repressed rebuke may save 
Our blinding tears to-morrow; 

Then patience—e’en when keenest edge 
May whet & nameless sorrow. 


‘Tis easy to b3 gentle when 

Death’s silence shames our clamor; 
And easy to discern the best 

Through memory’s mystic glamour; 
But wise it were for thee and me, 

Ere love is past forgiving, 
To take the tender lesson home— 

Be patient with the living. 


—Margaret Sangster. 


Auntie Bright’s Lectures. 
II.— Ernos. i 

“O Walter, Walter!” cried Madge to 
her brother, a few weeks after Auntie 
Bright’s last narrativ. ‘‘ Do come at once. 
Auntie is going to tell us another story." 

Walter was three years older than his 
Sister, but his boyish love for romance 
was equally enthusiastic. Eagerly he 
bounded into the sitting-room, where dear, 
delightful Auntie Bright sat. 

‘I fear the stories hav more attraction 
than my poor endeavors at pointing out a 
moral or illustrating an important fact,’’ 
she remonstrated. ‘‘Oh, no, no!" her 
young auditors declared, while Walter 
added, **I hav become au adapt iu Logio.” 
** And I,” rejoined Madge, not to be out- 
done, **understand it perfectly.” 

Auntie Bright laughed merrily. ‘* Be- 
ware," she said, ‘‘ or a terrible retribution 
may await you, asit did the poor Eastern 
goldsmith, for being dishonest.” 

“O Auntie!” exclaimed Madge, with 
a deep-drawn breath of blissful anticipa- 
tion. 

** Well, said Auntie Bright. ** But first 
I want Walter to tell me what he under- 
stands by Ethics.” 

‘The science of moral conduct,” he 
answered promptly. 

‘‘ Good,” said Auntie. ‘‘And now, can 
studious Madge tell what she understands 
by conscience?” 

Madge thought & moment. ‘‘It is a 
sense of divining moral obligation,” she 
said. : 

** Very good,” cried pleased Auntie 
Bright. ‘‘Now, my dear children, you 


shall hav your story; after a prosy little 


preamble of my own. 

** People hav asserted—and people who 
ought to know—that conscience, the reali- 
zation of moral obligation, grounded upon 
fear, will eventually become conscience 
grounded upon spontaneous approval.” 

“I do not believe it!” cried Madge, im- 
pulsivly. 

“Why not?" asked Auntie Bright, who 
loved to draw her pupils out. 

** Because fear is not acquiescence but 
subjection. Not intelligent acquiescence, 
I mean. Who ever knewa good code of 
morality to result from the ‘fear o’ hell, 
and the hangman's whip?’ ” . 

** Sissy, dear! the universal code of mo- 
rality, accepted by an enlightened nation, 
is just that, and naught else,” argued 
Walter, half teasingly, half earnestly 

**T said a good code, Wallie,” retorted 
Madge, giving him the playful name she 
had called him in childhood. 


** Conscience is a growth,” interposed 
Auntie Bright, ‘‘and while Madge is per- 


fectly right in her argument, nevertheless 
a code of morals is still the single senti- 
ment of one, accepted by a nation. Mo- 
hammedan morality came from Moham- 
med; Confucius was the moral legislator 
of the Chinese. Christian morality is 
guided by teachings of the Bible. And 
subjection to authority was the ruling 
spirit of each. Its peculiarity is marked 
by the absence of logic aud acceptauce of 
superstitious emotion. And the Eastern 
legend Iam about to relate is illustrativ 
of that.” 


In the flowery laud of Persia there 
once lived a skillful goldsmith and a re- 
nowned painter. They were steadfast 
friends, and mutually resolved to be con- 
stant to each other. With this under- 
standing they went upon a journev. Ar- 
riving at a monastery they readily ob- 
tained hospitality, and the monks, though 
not of Mohammedan faith, placed so 
wuch confidence in the guests as to tell 
them where were concealed valuable gold 
and silver images.. With a base abuse of 
trust reposed in them, the artists stole the 
images and fled to a country of the Islam- 
ites, where they took up their abode. 
Now these comrades, each knowing the 
other to be guilty of theft, became jealous 
of the treasure, and finally, to settle a dis- 
pute, agreed to put the treasures in a box, 
and take therefrom only a stated amount 
that their necessities required. The gold- 
smith had now married a very amiable 
lady, and was the happy father of two 
little boys, who were the pride and joy of 
their parents’ hearts. But the goldsmith’s 
expenses were necessarily increased, and 
in a moment of weakness, he opened the 
cherished box, taking therefrom one-half 
of the gold and silver, which he concealed 
jn his own home. 

The painter soon discovered the theft. 
He questioned the goldsmith about it, but 
the latter strenuously denied all knowledge 
of the robbery. But the painter was 
shrewd. He suspected his friend, and set 
about finding a way to force the unhappy 
man to confess. And being particularly 
crafty he took the most effectiv way to do 
so—appealing to parental love. 

The painter owned two little tame bear- 
cubs that, curiously enough, resembled 
the goldsmith’s children in hight and play- 
ful antics. He also made a figure of wood 
to resemble the goldsmith. This he taught 
the bears to caress in their clumsy fashion, 
and eat the food he placed in the figure’s 
hand. After having succeeded so far, he 
invited the goldsmith’s family to his home. 
They accepted; and the painter seized the 
first opportunity to lock up the little boys 
where their father would not be apt to find 
them. Soon the goldsmith inquired for 
his children. The painter appeared greatly 
distressed. 

“A strange thing has happened, my 
friend, which I fear will cause you grave 
sorrow.” 

** Oh, tell me what it is! I hope nothing 
has happened to the lads." 

** Indeed, there has.” 

** What?" 

‘‘ They hav become changed.” 

ce How?” 

**Into two little bears.” 

** Impossible! 

** Yes; while they were runuing about, 
all at once each turned into a little bear! 
Look out of the window into the yard. 
There they go now." 

In the east people are very superstitious, 
and & man with a guilty conscience, as I 
mentioned before, is influenced largely by 
emotion. When the goldsmith saw the 
bears he believed what the painter said 
was true. He could only articulate, :* Why 
do you think this has happened?" 

The painter answered, ‘‘I think it must 
hav been on account of some great sin. Is 
their mother a good woman?” 

** One of the bast.” 

“Hav you nothing on your own con- 
science?" 

“ Nothing,” answered the goldsmith, 
choking. 

‘‘ There they go,” said the painter; **just 
see them.” 
eyes to shut out the horrible sight. 

**T will take this case to the cadi," he 
said. 

**T will go with you," said the painter. 


ment, ‘‘ Produce the hears," he said. 


The goldsmith covered his 


The cadi heard their story with astonish- ' 


The painter did so, and proved the story 
by the instant recognition the bears had 
for the goldsmith. The painter having 
cunningly kept them hungry, they climbed 
up the goldsmith's legs and licked his 
hands as they had done the image. 

The cadi was astounded. The goldsmith 
stammered: 

** Oh, my poor little b-boys-bears.” Not 
knowing whether they were boys or bears, 
he cried out in grief and remorse, **Iam 
the thief. I stole the images.” 

The painter appeared greatly astonished. 
Enjoining the goldsmith to pray for par- 
don, he led away the bears. The un- 
happy man did so with many groans, and 
soon the painter appeared leading the two 
little boys. 

“Allah be praised!" cried the goldsmith. 

The cadi, less credulous, privately asked 
the painter for an explanation. 

He gave the whole story; and the cadi, 
lost in admiration for his ingenuity, forgot 
the moral] points aud praised him heartily 
for his discernment. 


Auntie Bright’s pleasant voice ceased 
here, but her young auditors gave her a 
vote of thanks in their own original way, 
Madge consenting to leave only on the 
promis of another story soon. 


Ipa BALLOU. 


: i 
Only One Fault. 

I was riding through a countrv town in 
Vermont, when I noticed a concourse of 
people in a church-yard, encircling an 
open grave. : 

It was a warm day and I had ridden ten 
miles; so I drew the rein under some 
trees, to allow the horse to rest. 

Presently a villager came toward me, 
and I said: ‘‘ There is a funeral to-day in 
your town.” 

**Yes—Stephen. He was one of the 
largest-hearted men I ever knew. He had 
great abilities. We sent him to the legis- 
lature three times. They thought of nom- 
inating him for governor. But," he added 
sadly, ** Stephen had only one fault.” 

I made no answer. I was tired, and 
watched the people disperse, leaving the 
sexton to his solitary work. He said: 

“A very generous man, Stephen was. 
Always visited the sick. The old people 
allliked him. Even the children used to 
follow him on the streets." 

“A good man, indeed," I said indiffer- 
ently. 

** Yes, he had only one fault.” 

** What was that?" I asked. 

**Only intemperance." 

** Did it harm him?" 

‘Yes, somewhat. He didn’t seem to 
hav any power to resist it at last. He got 
behindbhaud and had to mortgage his farm, 
and finally he had to sell it. His wife died 
on accountof the reverse —kind of crushed, 
disappointed. Then his children turned 
out badly. His intemperauce seemed to 
mortify them, and take away their spirit. 
He had to leave politios; 'twouldn't do, 
you see. Then we had to set him aside 
from the church; aud at last his habits 
brought on paralysis, and we had to take 
him to the poorhouse. He died there— 
only forty-five. Poor mau, he had only 
one fault.” 

** Only one fault!" 
one leak, but it sank. 

** Only one fault!" The temple had but 
one decaying pillar, but it fell. 

**Only one fault!" Home gone, wife 
lost, family ruined, honor forfeited, social 
and religious privileges abandoned; bro- 
ken health, poverty, paralysis, and. the 
poorhouse. 

One fault, only one! 


The ship had only 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 
A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 
A fhort story tiat will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Adress TH TROPA NESKER CO. 
. 98 Lafavette Pl.. New York. 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 

An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument for ` limiting government to the 
mere brotection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt aid equal just ce to all.” 


Price, 8 cents. 
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38 Lafayette PL, New York. 


The Bishop and the Caterpillar. 
A HUMOROUS READING. 


The Bishop sat in the schoolmaster’s chair: 

The Rector and curates two were there, 

The Doctor, the Squire, the heads of the 
choir, 

And the Gentry around of high degree, 

A highly distinguished company; 

For id bishop was greatly beloved in his 
See 


And there below 
A goodly show, 
Their faces with soap and with pleasure 
aglow, 
Sat the dear little school children, row 
upou row. 


I think I hav read, 
Or at least heard it said, 
‘“ Boys are always in mischief, unless 
they’re in bed.” 


I put it to you, 
I don’t say it’s true, 
But if you should ask for my own private 
view, 
I should answer at once, without further 


ado, 

**T don't think a boy can be trusted to 
keep 

From mischief in bed—unless he’s asleep !'' 

But the schoolmaster’s eye had a magic 
spell, 

And the boys were behaving remarkably 
well— 

For boys, and the girls—but 'tis needless 
to say 

Their conduct was perfect in every way; 

For I'm sure 'tis well known in all ranks 
of society, 

That girls always behave with the utmost 
propriety. 


Now the Bishop arises and waves his 


and, 

And the children prepared for his ques- 
tions stand; 

With admiring eyes his form they scan: 

He was a remarkably fine-looking man! 

With dignified mien and solemn look 

He slowly opened his ponderous book, 

And proceeded at once the knowledge to 


try 
Of those nice little children standing by. 


Each child knew its name. 
And who gave it the same, 
And all the rest of the questions profound 
Which his Lordship was pleased to the 
school to propound. 
They knew the date when the Queen was 


crowned, 
And the number of pence which make up 
8 pound; 


And the oceans and seas which our island 
bound; 
And the Bishop, at last, completely 
astound— 
Ed, cried 
In a tone of pride, 
** You bright little dears, no questions can 
trouble you, 
You’ve spelled knife with a k, and wrong 
with a w, 


** And now that my pleasing task’s at an 
end, : 
T trust you will make of me a friend; 
You've answered my questions, and ’tis 
but fair 
That I in replying should take a share; 
So if there is aught you would like to 
know, 
Pray ask me about it before I go. 
So do not feel 
Afraid or shy 
But boldly try, 
Which is the cleverer, you or 1?" 


Thus amusement with learning judiciously 
blending, 

His Lordship made of his speech an end- 
ing. 

And a murmur went round of ‘‘How con- 
descending!" 


But one bright little boy didn't care a jot 
If his oe were condescending or 
not;. 

For with scarce a pause 

For the sound of applause, 

He raised his head, 

And sbruptly said — 
** How many legs has a caterpillar got?" 


Now, the Bishop was a learned man. 
Bishops always were since the race began, 
But his knowledge in that particular line 
Was less than yours, and no greater than 


mine; 

And, except that he knew the creature 
could crawl, 

He knew nothing about its legs at all— 

Whether the number were great or small, 

One hundred, or five, or sixty, or six, 

So he felt in a ** pretty consid’rable fix!" 

But, resolving his ignorance to hide, 

In measured tones be thus replied: 


'**'The caterpillar, my dear little boy. 


Is an emblem of life and a vision of joy! 
It bursts from its shell on a bright green 
eaf, ; 

It knows no care, and it feels no grief.” 

Then he turned to the Rector and whis- 
pered low, 

“Mr. Rector, how many? You surely 
must know.” 


But the Reotor gravely shook his head, 
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He hadn't the faintest idea, he said. 

So the Bishop turned to the class again, 

And in tones paternal took up the strain: 

“The aterpillar, dear children, see, 

On na bright green leaf from care livs 
ree, 

And it ‘eats, and eats, and grows bigger 
and bigger 

(Perhaps the Curates can state the figure?)” 

But the Curates couldn't; the Bishop went 


Though he felt that another chance was 
gone. 


“So it-eats, and eats, and it grows and 
grows 
(J adt ask the Schoolmaster if he knows).” 
But the Schoolmaster said that that kind 
of knowledge 
Was not the sort that he learned at col- 
ege. 
“And when it has eaten enough, then soon 
It spins for itself a soft cocoon, 
And then it becomes a ehrysalis— 
I wonder which child can spell me this. 
"Tis rather a difficult word to spell— 
(J'ustask the Schoolmistressif she can tell). 
But the Schoolmistress said, as she shook 
her brown curls, 
**She considered such things were not 
proper for girls." 
The word was spelled, and spelled quite 
right, 
Those s mice little boys were so awfully 
right 
And the Bishop began to get into a fright, 
His face grew red—it was formerly white— 
And the hair on his head stood nearly up- 
right; 
He po almost inclined to take refuge in 


But he thought that would be too shock- 
ing a sight. 

He was at his wits’ end—nearly —not quite, 

For the Pupil Teachers caught his eye. 


He thought they might know—at least he 


would try— 
Then he anxiously waited for their reply; 
But the Papil Teachers enjoyed the fun, 
And they wouldn’t hav told if they could 
hav done. 


So he said to the Beadle, **Go down the 
street, 
And stop all the psople you chance to meet, 
don't care who, 

Anyone will do; 

Ask any or all, 

Great or small, 

Short or tall, it matters not— 
How many legs has a caterpillar got?” 
The Beadle bowed, and was off like a shot. 


Now the Bishop again put on a smile, 
To the children, who had been waiting 
meanwhile. 


** The caterpillar is doomed to sleep 
For months—a slumber long and deep, 
Brown and dead, 
It looks, ’tis said, 
It never even requires to be fed; 
And, except that sometimes it waggles its 
head, 
Your utmost efforts would surely fail, 
To distinguish the creature’s head from 
its tail! 
** But one morning in spring, 
When the birds loudly sing, 
And the earth is gay with blossoming; 
When the violets blue, 
Are wet with dew, 
And the sky wears the sweetest cerulean 
ue! 
When on all is seen 
The brightest sheen— 
When the daisies are white, and the grass 
is green; 
Then the chrysalis breaks, 
Tne insect awakes— 
To the realms of air its way it takes: 
It did not die, 
It soars on high, 
A bright and a beateous butterfly!” 
Hore id paused and wiped a tear from his 


The Beedle was quietly standing by, 

And perceiving the lecture had reached 
its close, 

Whispered, softly and sadly, ‘‘ Nobody 
knows!” 


The Bishop saw his last hope was vain, 

But to make the best of it he was fain, 

So he added, 
should be 

Prepared to learn from all we see, 

And beautiful thoughts of home and joy 

Fill the heart, I know, of each girl and 
boy! i 

Now, ponder on these, and you will not 
care 

To know the exact allotted share 

Of legs the creature possessed at its birth. 

When it crawled & mean worm on this 
lowly earth. 

Yet, if you know it, you now may tell, 

Your answers so far hav pleased me wel 

Then he looked around with DD eye, 

Nor long did he wait for the re 

For the ee little boy, vaik. 'eounte- 
nance g 

Said, Six toe Icounted them yesterday!” 


Monar. 
To all who hav children under their care, 


Ot one or two things I would pray you be- 
ware— 


1°? 


‘Dear children, we ever 


THE 


Don’t let them go in for examination, 


Unless you hav given them due prepara- 


tion, 


Or the questions asked with the kindest in- 


tention, 


May be rather a strain on their powers of 


invention. 


Don't pretend you know everything under 


the sun. 


Though your school days are ended and 


theirs but begun, 
But honestly say, when the case is so 


“This thing, my dear children, I really 


don’t know;” 


For the children must learn, either slower 


or speedier, 


That you're not a walking Encyclopedia! 
— The People’s Friend, Dundee, Scotland. 


Feed them Properly 


and. carefully; reduce the painfully large per- 
centage of infant mortality. Take no chances 
and make no experimeut iu this very important 


matter. 


The Gail Borden Eagle Brand Con- 


densed Milk has saved thousands of little lives. 


Cheap | Tracts for Distribution to 


Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 


act as '" Eye-openers," 


in doing “ Missionary 


Work,” conveuient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 


these valuable little evaagels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in ptice that thousands of gen- 
erous hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
graiuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not b» spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 
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Astro- Theolog s. L. L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 
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the sun’s course through ths diffe.ent 
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Something Que 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I diptinto the future, far as human eye cou 


Saw the Vision of the world ana all the wonders 
that woul 
O said the poet et Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
goin bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed." 
There is something of *Leoking 
Baekward" in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with intersst and curiosity. 
Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Pocket T neoiogy. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions’ of theo 
logical terms. Price, 2 conta 
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EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


** The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appears in our advertising 
pages. ' ° * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the ‘Liberal public.” 

The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings" of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ” 
WATCH combines ail the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and bis COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 

KZ" Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
movds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, eto., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Established 1857. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein 
Watch. 

Tie Ingersoll Sou 
yeni* Spo'n. 
The Freeth'ught 
Badge. 


Ili ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS, CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette vl, New York. 


SUSAN H WIXONS WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $ 

Woman: Four Centuries : f Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 300 Par $1. — ` 
Apples -of Gold. And Othe Oris for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 2 

The Stor ry Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s. Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers: 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and Histoty 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. Price 25 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Gems of Phought. 


To some men conscience is another word 
for intolerance.— Dayton Republican. 


Or gratitude as of humanity, the ulti 
mate root is gympathy.— Herbert Spencer 


Greatness is not the gift of majorities; 
it cannot be thrust upon any man; men 
cannot giv it to another; they can giv place 
and power, but not greatness. The place 
does not make the man, nor the scepter 
the king. Greatness is from within.— 
ingersoll. 


Tuere is no counting with certainty on 
the justice of men who are capable of 
fashioning and worshiping an unjust di- 
vinity; nor on their humanity so long as 
they incorporate inhuman motivs in their 
most sacred dogmas; nor on their reason- 
ableness while they rigorously decline to 
accept reason as a test of truth.—John 
Morley. 


INGERSOLL but voices the future in his 
protest agaiost the revival of the whip- 
ping.post. The Press sneers at those who 
are promptly vocal with their pretty 
“ready-made” phrases in tribute to lib- 
erty and civilization. Thisis a stripe upon 
Ingersoll’s back. But it is unworthy of 
the Press. The whip cuts the hand that 
wields it. The protest against barbarity 
is not half a protest, uttered for a victim, 
but a voice raised out of respect for those 
who suffer themselvs to entertain feelings 
of revenge and retaliation. Restraint 
should be spiritual. It should carry a 
torch, not a club.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Tax church is not civilized. It never 
will be civilized. It is to-day the same 
savage power it ever was, the same wild 
beast of destruction. It is the eternal foe 
of liberty. It is a manifold and subtle 
power. It is imbedded in the ignorance 
and superstition of the race. It loves 
darkness rather than light. It moves in 
the shadow of conspiracy. It may hav 
musie and art and the embellishments of 
civilization; but these do not change its 
nature. They only cover over and help to 
make us forget its cruelty and injustice. 
Let us learn the lessons of history and be 
watchful for the priceless inheritance 
of liberty. Never was there a grander 
opportunity for the establishment of lib- 
erty and justice. May the American peo- 
ple heed the warning lights and steer from 
the breakers.—Samuel P. Putnam. 


Wrrnovt the support afforded them by 
the delusiv consolations of religion—a sys- 
tem of allegiance to a god—the worst of 
the evils which afflict humanity could not 
exist for a year. Deprived of the hope 
of compensation for evil, in a god-arranged 
hereafter, men would insist that this life 
be made worth having by the arrest of 
abuses. Thought, freed from the night- 
mare of superstition, would waste no more 
time trying to find out ** purpose? where 
there is no purposer. The possibilities of 
being would become the starting-point; 
the goal, that man himself might control 
the earthquake and the storm, the begin- 
nings and the ends of life. Such a new 
departure taken, men would soon look 
back upon present views of evil as & some- 
thing to be transmuted into good, by the 
alchemy of a god, much as we now do 
upon the supineness of an age which 
deemed it blasphemous to do anything to 
stop pestilence other than to make a sign 
of the cross, in red chalk, upon the street 
door.—John Francis Smith. 


Tyranny is a monster that never dies. 
It has passed into a proverb that eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty; and that 
is because the spirit of oppression is never 
destroyed, and, on its part, is sleeplessly 
vigilant. Behold here to-day [1878] this 
great people, whose passion for liberty is 
recorded in splendid pages of history, 
whose resolution to build on these islands 
a commonwealth of justice and freedom is 
written on every acre of its soil in their 
heart's blood, and in royal blood too; and 
yet after all these sacrifices and heroic 
martyrdoms, the scratch of one man’s pen 
can run through the achievements of cen- 
turies and turn the arm of England toa 
balwark of barbarism. The cause of such 
recurrences is not far to seek. The fatal- 
ity is not in the evil thing, but in some 
strange popular hallucination like that 
which Hercules had about the ninth hydra 
head. Instead of killing that, he hid it 
under a stone; and, in the same way, 
whenever in history, the Anglo-Saxon has 
vanquished a wrong, he has always spared 
one of its heads. He hides it away; he 
calls it obsolete; but, after lying still for a 
long time, up it starts again at the call of 
some ambitious partisan, all through this 
curious disinclination to eradicate a wrong 
utterly and leave no germ of it behind. 
Toe chief art of reform is to be radical. 
No unrepealed statute is ever obsolete. 
The head of every wrong livs still while 
its principie is spared, and though it seems 
antiquated one day, it may be à *' spirited 
policy” the next.—Moncure D. Conway, 
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PIANOS, PIANOS! 


$8225; 


$3250; 


B275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 


sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. 


Its durability and its capac- 


ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World’s Fair; Mr. 
Groraez Srroz, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 


ing as follows: 


*'This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sianor Fasan, of the Paris 


Conservatory, Says: 


* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Truru SEEKER readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 


$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. 


Every piano is 


warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 


cago. 


Full description of instruments sent on application. 


If you or any of your friends contemplate buying & piano it will be to 
your interest to.correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. . 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo., New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Oontaining the famous Obristmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Oolonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked & 
friend the other day, ** will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln," and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Oolonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Evaand Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Oolonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IwexssoLr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

‘An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IxazzsoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; Cloth, 75 cents. 
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JYot for Parsons. 


“Tus Rev. Mr. Oldbuck is a sort of 

reminiscent sinner.” ** How so?”. “He 

. revels in the recollection of what a devil of 
a fellow he was in his youth.”—Life. 


Jox Jones, a brother of '* Sam " Jones, 
has started out as a revivalist, But, as he 
ig not very vulgar, there are some who be- 


lieve that he will not be a success.— New 


York Tribune. 


Wirr (reading paper): ‘‘Just see the 
frightful effects of rum, John; here's a 
young man got drunk and walked right 
into a church." Husband (drowsily): ‘Yes, 
yes; rum's liable to land a man most any- 
where!"— Puck. 


IN a prominent position on the wall of a 
house of refreshment in north London is 
displayed the following: ''Happy is the 
people whose God is the Lord.” The effect 
is somewhat spoiled by the proximity of 
this warning in large type: ‘‘ Patrons are 
requested to keep a sharp eye on their 
overcoats and umbrellas.” 


A LITTLE boy was readiog from an old- 
fashioned primer, the letter **8" of which 
was made long, very much like the letter 
“f” of the present time He came to the 
sentence about Solomon, which he read as 
follows: **Solomon was the wifest man 
that ever lived.” ‘‘True, my boy, true,” 
said his father, who was listening. ‘‘ He 
had a thousand of ’em.”—Boston Tran- 
script. 


‘“ Bua pardon, sir," said the passenger 
in the skull cap, tired of the monotony of 
the journey and desirous of scraping an 
acquaintance with the man in the next 


seat, ‘‘are you traveling for some house?” | 


‘No, sir," replied the other. ‘‘I am not 
in business. [am a Universalist preach- 
er." *''Shakel" rejoined the man in the 
skull cap, heartily. ‘‘I’m an agent fora 
fire extinguisher myself."— Tribune. 


“In our company during the civil war," 
said Captain T. E. Barlow, of Milwaukee. 
** was a stuttering sergeant named Thomas 
and a chaplain named Chenautt, who was 
exceedingly untidy in personal appearance, 
The sergeant was a wit and gave the chap- 
lain no end of trouble. One cold day the 
parson had preached for over an hour, and 
at the close of his discourse asked any one 
who felt serious to come forward. The 
sergeant went at once. ‘Do you really 
feel serious?’ asked the chaplain, rather 
doubtful of his convert. ‘ Se-se-serious! 
I sh-sh-should say I—Idi-did. Any m-man 
w-would feel s-se-serious to s-s sit on a 
c-ca- cake of ice t-t-two hours and h-he-hear 
y-you p-preach,’ was the reply. Onanother 
occasion at mess the sergeant began to eat 
before the chaplain had asked the accus- 
tomed blessing. Extending his hands 
over the table, the chaplain said, ‘ Pause, 
sergeant, pause.’ ‘Y-yes, I s-s see 'em. 
D-d-d-d——d dirty ones, too.’” 


Gop's constabulary—the holy gentlemen 
who depute themselvs to assist the Omnip: 
otent in enforcing their version of his law 
—hav achieved & signal triumph in two 
American states, and doubtless suffer an 
appropriate elation. In Massachusetts they 
hav procured the passage of a Sunday law 
so stringent that in order to kiss his neigh- 
bor’s wife on “the Lord's day" a man 
must cross the line into Connecticut; and 
iu Tennessee they hav imprisoned some 
Seventh Day Adventists who, after keep- 
ing the Sabbath appointed by God, did 
not keep that, also, appointed by man. I 
dare say it is all right; I am no theologian, 
but with & view to founding my faith upon 
the rock of reason I am emboldened to ask 
that some member of the Sacred Constab- 
ulary explain for my readers the Christian’s 
true justification in substituting the first 
day of the week for the seventh, as a day 
to be kept holy. I hav known the expla- 
mation to be made in many pages, and even 
in several volumes, but I want it done in 
ten lines, And if it be well done I promis 
to print it here absolutely without com- 
ment. 
the divine authority under which the 
echange was made—not the authority of 
any council of any church, just a law of 
God plainly and unequivocally repesling 
the former law. Surely a change fraught 
with so disagreeable consequences to the 
Adventist gentlemen of Tennessee must 
hav divine sanction—where is it to be 
pound? Far be it from me to incite, or 


Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local applications as they cannot reach the 
diseased portion of the ear. There is only one 
way to oure deafness, and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafness is caused. by an in- 
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the 
AMiustachian' Tube. When this tube is inflamed 
yon have a rumbling sound orimperfect hearing, 
and when it is entirely closed. Deafness is the re- 
sult. and unless the inflammation can be.taken 
out and this tube restored to its normal condi- 
ption, henri j^ wil be dentroyad, Toreyet: pine 
J mare cause catarrh, which is 
nothing but an inflamed condition of the mucous 
We will give One Hundred Dollars for an 
of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that cannot “be 
eared. by Hall's Gaterrh Gare ond, for cirou- 
ars; free. ode, » Toledo, O. 
EX" Bold by Druggiste, 756. d 


All that is needed is a citation of. 


even permit, a religious controversy in 
these columns; my object is instruction. i 
If the information sought do not appear E 
the reader will, it is to be feared, infer that f 

it cannot be given. The request is made 
in good faith, and compliance will be met 
with gratitude and courtesy. The matter 
may be considered as of the nature of a 
competition: Who, in the space allowed, 
can say the best thing in justification of 
the change of the Sabbath from the seventh 
day to the first? Probably a half million 
persons will read it—what an opportunity 
to do eood!—4mbrose Bierce, in San 
Francisco Examiner. 


That Plaíc e 


means 
Columbia 4 
THE z Standard ` 
BICYCLE being | 
On the steering- World. N [ F TH Ay [ l RY f P 
head of every Col- 2 


umbia bicycle of this year’s make 
that name-plate appears. It is 
unique, handsome, and indicates 


365 DAYS 
Ahead 9f 


them all. 


Teed 


Keating Bicycles 


19 to 23 Ibs. 


CATALOG FREE if you mention this paper 
KEATING WHEEL CO., 
Holyoke, Mass. 


much—satisfaction and highest en- 
Joyment to the rider. ^ 

o other bicycle has ever equal- 
led a Columbia. No other bicycle 
ever shall equal a Columbia. The 
greatest bicycle factory in the 
world says so. 


- New Price $i 00 


—M]———— 


HARTFORDS, next best, $80 $60. 
$50 for boys’ and girls’ sizes. 


POPE MFG. CO. 
Hartford, Conn. 

BOSTON, CHICAGO, 

NEW YORK, SAN FRANCISCO, 

PROVIDENCE, BUFFALO. 


An Art Catalogue of these famous 
wheels at any Columbia Agency, or 
be mailed for two 2-cent stamps. 


- Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m les of Media county seat 
and within four mies of Chester, ra., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water, 
good timber growing on the p'ace. some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line b;tween 
Meals and Chester, with less than five minates’ 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist. 
andit would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. bight 
years ‘ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,»u 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, . 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TOU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
- THE ARTIST. . 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Tpele Sam and the Priests. $ represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 


hurch Robbing the People. |6 fe sionaries. 

8 bx heats iving. A z 1 b^ The Lord's Instruments. 
giving ^ 

6 a Rabba ti, Laya. Church 20 4 Bible; pPoctrines and Thoir Results, 
1 ildren and the Church. 1 le ch and f a 
0 " Woman and the Church. 2 - riesta and Politics. 
8 z The Ohuroh and Thomas Paine. 4 vh eland and the Chureh. 
4 y Studies in Natural History. 3 ny Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
3 is The Bible and Science. 1 a The Uses of the Cross. 
ji OS The Clergy and Their Flocks. 4 bf Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
1 rs A n ur Ponitentiaries, 5 « ege irs of the Church. 
4 by e Atonement Scheme. . 
4 « "The Lord and His Works. 8 - Heaven. 
R bed Prayer. 6 p Hell 
10 "* The Creeds. 7 cellaneous. 
1 ie: Christians and Mohammedans. 


traordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore RODEO d a this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o all. 
‘At twice the price it world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and, de- 
signer is a wonderful 8100685. and we judge from our own feelings thas pearly every Liberal in 
America will desire à copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 

Proet as, and has done faithfuland noble work for the cause of right and truth. Dur the pi 

ures do not make up the whole of his volume. There are nearly two hundred pages 0: A TOR ung 

matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to zove the u A d 

falsity of the churoh's professions and the hyDoorisy of those who UP old theni i Oge Er ihe 

ook is one of tue best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put -n the 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


i 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rev. G. T. Vox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M, 
Price, 10 cents. 


OG 0000000006000 6-9. V 


È AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! 


€ _ We want 1000 more active ageuts before @ 
July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
è can be easily madein any locality ; our goods è 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
e samplesentirely FREE and allow 60 per 
@ cont. commission on all sales, Send to- lay e 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample o£ our goods in 
@ Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in @ 
silver orstamps. Established in 1882. Ad. 
è dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
» Boston, Mass. 
09.9 9.9 9.09.0 2.01.0 9.0.0 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is notin magie potions, ''specitics'* 
or electric clap-trap, but only in 
"| WISDOM—THE BCIENCE OF HEALTH. 
| Wise men study nature, shun disease 
| learn to maintain vigor and regain it 
| by reading the most complete book of 


Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
by an eminent Physician of 35 yeara 
experience. ne ‘old, original, 
pail} Standard” work, endorsed by all, 
| imitated by many, equalled by none. 
NAA] Insrired by wish to aid humanity, it 

it has providentially saved thousands, 
Tis essars on marriage, parentago, 
| adaptation, marital failures, eto., 
Hi are of inestimable value to all now 


: un APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 

* "Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


PAIR & SQUARE. CONSULTATION FREE. 


8 been my stani 
offer during forty years past, 
a pledge made in over half a 
million copies of my@‘ Medi- 
cal Common Sense ànd Plain 
Home Talk "—1 stand by it, 
Anyone afflicted. with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
or troubled about some pri- 


s 
= vate affair in which the help 


of a physician of broad and long experience is 
desired, is welcome to state the case to me, in 

erson or by letter, (sending return postage) and 
Twilladvise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
gend, if wanted, my ** Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health," “Dr, E, B. Foote, 122 Lex. Av,, NEW YORK. 


É cele, Mental and Physicn 

Sand who are desirous of bei 

booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

§ giving causes and symptoms ofthe con; 

i plaints, and 2 description of tbe Doctor's 

i i mportant medical Pia can Out: 

ward Application—a positive cure—the on! = 

edy of ins kind in existence —wIth. evidences of suc- 
cem Address, — pg, R. P. FELLOWS, 


Bay where you saw thisadver ~- Vineland, N. J. 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and 8 ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an cutgrowth of this long practice, whicb shonld 
give confidence to those afflicted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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$679,694,439. 
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By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. ‘ 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pm hlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Oensus of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Ohurch Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
More inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 


um 


mE 
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NKA “ELE 


THE CARPENTER’S ADOPTED SON 


and the glory of them.—Matt. iv, 8. 


REFUSETH TO ACCEPT BOGUS TITLES. 
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, 


somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not besuperseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
-nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
p the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
10 5x1st. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
Work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
eaductions are made: 

en copies. - - - - $1.00 

Fifty copies, 2c - - -  4b0 

Jne hundred copies - . - 8.00 

Larger quantities at Special rates. 

5 dA vaso TAR TRI 


REEKER, New York. 


JYows of the (Deck. 


SECRETARY oF STATE GRESHAM is seri- 
ously ill. : 


** Qorw's FrNANOIAL ScaooL” has been 
selling for several months at the rate of 
about 15,000 copies per day. 


Jonn Brown, JR., son of Brown of Os- 
sawatomie, died at his home on the Island 
of Put in-Bay on May 2. He was 74 years 
of age. 


Tum schooner George R., White was 
wrecked on the Alaska coast and seventeen 
of the erew were drowned or frozen to 
death. Eight escaped. 

THe reargument on the Income Tax 
cases in the Supreme Court began in 
Washington last Monday, May 6, Justice 
Jackson having become able to sit. 


Tar French religious orders are said to 
be preparing to resist the new tax levied 
on their property. A conflict between the 
church and government is probable, 


Ir has been snowing heavily at Rico, 
Col. There was a fall of six inches on the 
night of May 2, and snow continued to fall 
without intermission all the next day. 


A OABINET crisis seems imminent in Hun- 
gary, the trouble growing out of the op- 
position of the Vatican to the ecclesiastical 
reform bills which hav so long agitated 
Hungary. 


Tue president and secretary of the Om- 
nibus Employees’ Union of Paris hav been 
sent to prison for six months each on the 
charge of having incited the strikers to 
violence, 


Tur New York legislature has passed a 
bill providing for the study of the effects of 
alcoholic drinks and other narcotics, in 
connection with physiology and hygiene 
in the public schools. 


Ir is reported that there are indications 
of a serious fight between Utah Demo- 
crats and the Mormon church, the former 
accusing the latter of direct and activ af- 
filiation with the Republicans. 


CoruMBIiA CornnEGs? has just received 
from President Seth Low a guarantee of 
$1,000,000 for the new library building of 
the college, and $300,000 from Trustee 
William C. Schermerhorn for the Natural 
Science building. — 


‘LEATHER is rapidly rising in price, it is 
asserted under the manipulation of the 
Leather Trust, and shoes giv promis of in- 
creasing in expensivness in about the same 
ratio that beef and oil hay under similar 
influences, coupled with scarcity. 


Ir is reported that Japan will yield to 
the protest of Russia, France, and Ger- 
many, and relinquish her hold on the Chi- 
nese mainland, including even the much- 
coveted Port Arthur. It is a matter of 
serious doubt whether the Japanese people 
will submit to the demands of the Euro- 
pean powers, A revolt is not unlikely to 
occur, and it is assured tbat the present: 
ministry will hav to go, 


Ir wili hereafter be a misdemeanor in 
New York for bakers and other workers in 
flour and meal products to labor more 
than ten hoursa day. Four deputy fac- 
tory inspectors with a salary of $1,200 a 
year each and traveling expenses are to 
enforce the law. 


AT last the **reform" Police Board of 
New York city is completed. The presi- 
dentis Theodore Roosevelt, Republican, of 
eivil service reform fame; Avery D. Án- 
drews, Democrat, treasurer; Frederick 
Dent Grant, Republican, and Andrew D. 
Parker, O'Brien Democrat. 


Tue silver issue seems likely, judging 
from the present outlook, to rive the 
Democratic party in twain. The Repub- 
licans are holding together a little better 
so far, but there can be no doubt that 
when the national convention meets the 
storm will break, if not before. 


On April 28 Henry Lauschall and his 
fifteen-year-old son, who liv at the Hotel 
Lavette, New York, were arrested at 
Woodcliff, N. J., and fined $20 each for 
fishing on Sunday. Landlord Louis La- 
vette, of this city, paid the fines (presum- 
ably under protest) and says he will carry 
the case to the higher courts. 


Tux news from Cuba is generally to the 
effect that the insurgents won some vic- 
tories over the Spanish troops during the 
two weeks ending last Saturday, but later 
dispatches may put a new aspect on affairs, 
The insurgents hav nearly as many presi- 
dents as there are New York newspapers 
receiving dispatches from the Island. 


A FEARFUL cyclone swept through north- 
western Iowa on the evening of May 3, 
About thirty people were killed and more 
than one hundred injured, many fatally, 
in the vicinity of Sioux Center, Sibley, 
Laurens, Sutherland, and adjoining towns, 
Great damage was done to property, and 
Sioux Center calls for assistance, a very 
large number of families being homeless, 


Tar bigots and grandmotherites hav 
won another victory. The New York leg- 
islature adopted the bill for the closing of 
the barber shops in all parts of the state 
on Sunday, except in this city and Saratoga 
Springs, where they may remain open un- 
til 1 p.m. Mayor Strong, of New York, 
has approved the measure, which now 
lacks only the signature of Governor Mor- 
ton to become law. And this is the close 
of the nineteenth century! 


AT a banquet of ministers in Chicago on 
the evening of May 1, Fred L. Chapman, 
editor of a church paper, said he had 
thoroughly investigated the cost of con- 
versions in that city, and he found that 
each soul saved by the Baptists cost $285; 
by the Methodists, $384; the Presbyte- 
rians, $533, and the Congregationalists, 
$580, the average being, $448. Under the 
law of competition it would appear that 
the Oia coc will ultimately possess the 
earth. 


ABOUT a year ago, while Brooklyn was 
suffering from a small-pox scare, two men 
were locked upin a stable by Health Com- 
missioner Emery's orders, because they 
would not submit to vaccination. On the 


folowing day they were brought up on 
habeas corpus proceedings and released by 
Justice Gaynor of the Supreme Court. 
The General Term of the Supreme Cour: 
reversed Justice Gaynor’s decision, but he 
has now been sustained by the Court of 
Appeals. Dr. Emery contended that he 
could enforce compulsory vaccination. 


Tzuz trouble between England and Nic- 
aragua seems to be settled for the present, 
Nicaragua agreeing to pay the indemnity 
—which is guaranteed by Salvador—in 
London, and the British forces hav been 


Writes every letter in sigit of operator. 
D es mostof the work in writiug AUTOMAT. 
M IcaLLY, nd yields in the time thus saved 


withdrawn from Corinto. But while the 
Nicaraguan government is glad to get the 


matter arranged the people of the country 


are apparently very much dissatisfied over 


the outcome and may arise against the 
Zelaya government. Fighting isreported 
to hav already begun in Granada and 
Leon. There may also be a union of the 


Central American states against England. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Cloth. (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
pend for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg's 
works. : 
, American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRAOING THE 
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The Glory of Infidelity 
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and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
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ity is an inglorious philosophy. 
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“God” and to “the banner of Immanuel" are com- 
patible with loyalty to free institutions only when 
the devotee fails in several important particulars to 
be a consistent Bible Christian. As to the possi- 
bility of being “ soldiers of the American republic” 
and at the same time “soldiers of Jesus Christ,” 
even Dr. McArthur should blush at the mere sug- 
gestion. It is simply impossible for a man to be a 
soldier and obey the commands of Jesus as enunci- 
ated in the Sermon on the Mount. When the em- 
bryo warriors at West Point conclude to make the 
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there hav been no serious alterations in the process 
of copying ? 


‘That [the existence of Jesus] was passed in the full 
daylight of the Greco-Roman civilization, the most brill- 
iant that the world ever saw before our own times. Jesus 
had for witnesses of his public life not only his compa- 
triots, then intimately mingling in the movement of Hel- 
lenic civilization, and afterward scattered over the whole 
world, but the Greeks, with their highly developed intel- 
lectual culture; the Romans, then st the hight of their 
political power.” 


That reads well, and no doubt it will profoundly 
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One su ibora yi NEU Bee Haie ene n onset The pretended Buddhist «Life of Jesus,” extensivly circulated misstatement will temporarily 


t E 
(One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- serve the same purpose as the truth, and the com- 


“found” in a monastery in Thibet by a Russian 


&nos..... ER CE mon people are too busily engaged in the struggle 
‘Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one calling himself Natovitch, has caused. considerable for existence to spend time in looking behind the 


controversy. In an article written for the Wine- 
teenth Century by Prof. Max Muller that eminent 
scholar refutes the claims made for the authenticity 
of the alleged biography, but takes occasion to 
express his rationalistic opinions concerning Jesus. 
This presentation of unorthodox views excited the 


wrath of a French Christian, Pierre Courbet, who : : : 
attacks Professor Muller in Cosmos, and in the Subject; even 1o men who ure pymipathetically M- 


: : É ? | elined toward religion and particularly Christianity, 
coures of Bis argument Bivs what the Literary Di- | is shown bya jas which M. Courbetquotes from 
gest flatteringly calls “an interesting and valuable Max Muller. Speaking of the need for a more ae- 


popular Forura or the histories! evidence for the | surate history of the Nazarene, Professor Muller 
accepted view of Christ's life.” The American Pa- | pomarks: «Tt would be a history written outside 


per quotes at length from the article, and we shall of the le : Hine 
- gendary halo, not by his disciples, but by 
here comment on a few of the wonderful assertions an independent ocular witness, who had seen and 


nn El the: eee Pas s attempts to | hoard tho Christ during the three years of his activ 
provo, cara prea onees Ae do ee e | life, who had been present at the passion, and at 


faot- that he worked many add peeveous acl the events that followed it.” This is undoubtedly 
Strangely enough, however, he introduces no new NE Bien cie 
: : the “one thing" lacking in the armory of the 
witnesses and those upon whom he relies hav been siis : 2 
; à church, and it is not impossible that Professor 
discredited, some of them argued out of court by j A DOLI 
Picts BOs MER Muller's words may giv theapologists a hint where 
distinguished Christian advocates themselvs. But deposit it, for h ts that in thi iod of 
M. Courbet seems to be perfectly innocent of all Ig deponi atone nci Secale ues p 
k » led f this fact unexpected discoveries it would not be impossible 
gibus ae Eo EUM that such a history should be found in Egypt or 
Before passing to the main division of our sub- ssewliets 
ject it may not be amiss to quote a few sentences em 
fun ste part of M. Courbet's paper. He is Uyon. thia sa Courbet somments to ihe eneet 
kine of the evidence for the robable truth of that there could hav been in Judea no independent 
the «Bud dhist Life”: ». P ks (impartial) hearer of Jesus's teachings and witness 
Perce gy ely of the miracles he is alleged to hav performed; all 


“In $he present cu s be necessary to begin | must hav been prejudiced for or against him. Is 
by proving that the Buddhist Life of Jesus really dates it reasonable to expect, h ks, “that high priest 
` ; pect, he asks, at high priests, 
th . ; 
from the time of Jesus and that its authors were really the princes of Israel" would sit down to write, 


persons who knew him. How shall we show this when f . E 

we do not know who these people were, and when no | “by their scribes, the life of him whom they had 

other author has alluded, up to the present time, to &|| put to death?" “If then an independent author 

work of this kind?” | had undertaken to write the life of Jesus, we may 

Can M. Courbet prove that the Life of Jesus con-| be sure that the synagog would hav seen to it that 
his work did not survive. There could remain only 


tained in the Four Gospels really dates from the | 
the lives of Jesus written by his disciples,” UWe 


time of Jesus, and that its writers were really per- 
will not dispute that M. Courbet has very faithfully 


sons who knew him? If he can, the Christian ' 
church will undoubtedly confer upon him greater. pietured the character of the priest, who, it will 
as cheerfully be conceded, is essentially the sanie 


honors than any man before him has received. For, 
in all ages and all countries. He is dead set 


centuries it has been longing and hunting for con- | 
against the presentation of both sides of & question, 


clusiv evidence of that kind, and for ages skeptics 
hav continued to ask how it could be known that | and can be trusted to do all that within him lies Yo 
{cause the memory of his opponents “ to disappear 


the gospels dated from Jesus’s time and were writ- 

ten by men who knew him, when we did not know | as soon as possible." But if we hav no record of 

who those writers were and when no contemporaries | the events that are elaimed to hav occurred in Ju- 
dea at that time save those which come from his 


of Jesus alluded to the exploits credited to him. 

“Again, it would be necessary to establish that the own disciples, what guarantee hav we that the story 
manuscript from which the translation was made was | is faithfully told? Is it not self-evident that it is 
really the original, or that it had not been aitered in the | one-sided, exaggerated, replete with false interpre- 
process of copying.” tations of natural phenomena, marred by hyperbole, 
loaded down with the accretions with which tradi- 


Can these facts be established as regards the : 
manuscripts from which the Gospels were trans- |} tion burdens history in all ages when it is passed 
from lip to lip of peasants and local story tellers 


lated? Who wrote the books which bear the names 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and who knows | instead of being recorded on the written page? 
* It is not necessary here to enter in detail into an 


that the manuscripts from which the present ver- 
sions were translated were the originals, and that | examination of the question whether Jesus was an 


glittering assertions of M. Courbet to see if there 
are any facts to support his sweeping statements. 
Later on we shall examin some of his documentary 
witnesses, of whom he informs us there is almost a 
plethora. That they are not trustworthy, and satis 
factory to men who hav made a critical study of the 
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‘and express money orders payavieto E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
treaders if they will send us the name and address of 
‘any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Gulling the Cadets. 


‘Some time since the students at the United States 
“Military Academy at West Point were publicly pre- 
‘sented with Bibles. The presentation address was 
‘made by Rev. Dr. R. S. McArthur, of the Cal- 
‘vary Baptist church of this city. Here are a few 
‘choice sentences from the speech : 

‘The Bible has controled the legislation of the world. 
"The Bible is the noblest teaeher of morals. Giv it the 
i first place in your studies. ‘The Bible will stand when all 
‘other books are forgotten. Moses will liv when his critics 

:are dead. With loyalty to the American flag blend. 
: loyalty to God, to truth, and to the banner of Immanpél.: 
/Be soldiers of Jesus Christ as you are soldiers of the! 
. American republic, and you will at. last come off more | 
\ than conquerors over every foe.” 

The Bible has had considerable influence on the 
i legislation of the Christian world, but that influ- 
.ence has been almost wholly disastrous. It has 
. caused and intensified oppression and cruelty, and 
.has shed the blood of hundreds of millions of hu- 
-man beings. One Bible text—* Thou shalt not suf- 
: fer a witch to liv "—coupled with Jesus’ recognition 
.of demoniacal possession, alone caused the terrible 
death of millions. The Bible inculcates some good 
:morals, but most of the precepts that can properly 
: be so classed are the common property of the race, 
and upon them the Bible writers had no patent. 
‘Very many of its so-called moral teachings are the 
- very reverse of moral, while the special teachings 
; attributed to Jesus are so impractical, so unadapted 
„to the conditions of existence as we find them on 
‘earth, that a true Ohristian, a Christian in the 
;sense that he puts in practice all the alleged ethical 
commands of Jesus, cannot be found in a civilized 
land to-day, and if, by a possibility amounting 
almost to a miracle, one should be found, Dr. 
McArthur and the rest of the nominal Christians 
would promptly send him to an asylum as an ineur- 
able lunatic. This is not exaggeration—it is the 

language of sober fact. The men of the past who: 
gave the Bible the “first place" in their studies 
were almost without exception fanatics and con- 
temners of all knowledge acquired by painstaking 
research, and they were also generally persecutors 
for opinion’s sake, and often themselvs fell victims 
“to fanatics of other schools. Dr. McArthur’s next 
two assertions are matters of opinion with which 
we need not here concern ourselvs. Loyalty to 
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historical character; he may hav been, but the evi- 
dence for the assumption is very far from being 
conclusiy. Jesus was a common name among the 
Jews, and it would not be at all strange if a man 
be:sring that cognomen was executed as a criminal, 
or if he had made attacks on the orthodox religion 
of his time and claimed to be a worker of miracles. 
Belief in demoniacal possession was almost univer- 
sal, and miracles were the best cards of those who 
sought for leadership among their fellows. The 
apologists for Christianity hav something more to 
do than establish on a sure foundation the claim 
that a man named Jesus attracted attention in 
Judea at the beginning of what is now called the 
first century and was executed for heresy or sedi- 
tion, although they hav not yet done that much, 
and there does not seem to be any prospect of their 
ever being able to accomplish that result. But 
even if they could do that they would be scarcely 
better off than they are at present. To prove that 
a man lived at a certain time is one thing; to prove 
that he was the son of a ghost and a virgin, that he 
raised the dead and performed other miracles, and 
that after he died he lay in the grave three days 
and then came to life and ascended into heaven— 
wherever that may be—are quite other things, and 
require evidence that no church has ever been able 
to produce in support of the stories it tells of its 
man-God or God-man. Christianity has not a shred 
of credible testimony t> offer in verification of the 
Christ myth. What it can say for the truth of the 
story of the man Jesus may be indicated by a few 
quotations from M. Courbet. Referring to Max 
Muller's desire for & new history of Jesus, he says: 

** Certainly we do not do Max Muller the injustice to 
believe that he really has doabts of the existence of Jesus, 
If he hai, we sho uld simply refer him to Tacitus, whose 
standing as a historian I suppose no one will contest, 
and to his famous passage relativ to Jesus." 

Is M. Courbet merely innocent, or is he attempt- 
ing to impove on the innocence or the supposed in- 
noeenes of his readers! Probably no one, unless 
possibly Prof. Edwin Johnson, would question the 
standing of Tacitus as a historian, but that is not 
the point at all. The question is, was Tacitus the 
author of the “Annals,” and if he wrote the “An. 
nals" did he write that particular passage in the 
XV. book upon which Christians build such a tower- 
ing superstrueture of assumptions! The most 
trustworthy of historians may be the victim of the 
forger, and there are very strong reasons for be. 
lieving that the authority of Tacitus was invoked 
bya Christian forger of the fifteenth century to 
buttress the historical weakness of the church. It 
is strange indeed that not until 1429 did a Chris- 
tian apologist discover that Tacitus had written 
that Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, eager 
as they were for testimony of such a nature. This 
is all the more wonderful when we take into con. 
sideration the esteem in which he was held by his 
own and the succeeding century. He had already 
acquired great reputation as an orator when Pliny 
entered public life, and the two became warm 
friends; eleven of Pliny’s letters are addressed to 
him. In addition to this, says Johnson’s Cyclope- 
dia, “the Emperor Tacitus claimed relationship to 
him, and ordered his works to be placed in all public 
libraries, and ten copies to be made every year at 
the publie expense and placed in the Archeia.’) 
This is very significant. Tacitus, the historian, 
flourished during the latter part of the first and the 
early years of the second centuries, while Tacitus, 
the emperor, was born about 200 and died in 275-6. 
How does it happen, then, that not one of the 
Christian fathers and polemics of the second, third, 
or fourth century stumbled upon this vastly im- 
portant proof that Jesus had lived and been cruci 
fied at the time they asserted? Is it not indeed 
suspicious that it was not until fourteen centuries 
of Christian practice of retail and wholesale forgery 
of documents had passed that it was found that 
Tacitus, the careful Roman historian, had heard of 
and recorded the death of the man Jesus? 

It is admitted by impartial writers that most of 
the works of Tacitus “hav come down to us only 
in a mutilated and corrupted form." The passage 
in question was not quoted by any Christian Father ; 
Tertullian quotes the “ History ” (not the “Annals ») 


and refers to other Roman history to prove thst 
the Christians were persecuted under Nero, but 
makes no mention of this passage, which was just 
what he needed; in no other parts of his writings 
has Tacitus made even the most remote allusion to 
Christ or Christians. To these reasons for reject- 
ing as spurious or a corruption the passage in Book 
XV. of the “Annals” of Tacitus could be added at 
least & score more if we had the space to spare for 
the purpose. But it is scarcely necessary to dwell 
longer on this one alleged proof, when we reflect 
that even if the passage were indeed written by 
Tacitus it would not be the testimony of a contem- 
porary of Jesus. There is yet nothing but hear- 
say; No eye- or ear-witness has testified. 

This is an average sample of the evidence that 
M. Courbet presents to Max Muller and the world 
to prove that Jesus actually lived and was crucified. 
If he does so poorly at this comparativly easy task, 
how will he succeed when it comes to trying to es- 
tablish the reality of Christ’s miracles and the 
verity of the alleged resurrection? That remains 
to be seen. 


A Mental Reservation. 
** When Catholics are in power they always respect the 


rights of conscience possessed by the minority. For in- 


stance, when they had control of Manitoba, they granted 


to the Protestants the kind of schools desired by the 


latter. So, to-day, in the province of Quebec, where 
they are in a majority, they are liberal and considerate. 
There is no school question there. They do not insist 


upon a nominally unsectarian system of education that 


in practice will be made essentia'ly Catholic. hey ask 
nothing for themselvs that they do not yield to their 
neighbors. They are the real lovers of religious liberty.” 
—Catholic Review. 

It can be conceded that some modern Catholics 
when not in power wish to “respect the rights of 
conscience possessed by the minority,” and think 
that if they were in undisputed possession of tem- 


‘poral authority they would be perfectly tolerant, 


but the test would come when the church ordered 
them to persecute. Would they dare disobey? It 
is simply amazing that such a journal as the Cath- 
olic Review, one of the ablest edited and apparently 
most fair of its class, can hav the hardihood to as- 
sert that Catholics when in power always respect 
the rights of conscience of the minority. Certainly 
no fair-minded person will accuse us ot discourtesy 
when we say that the intelligent editor of the 
Catholic Review knows that his statement, as made, 
is the reverse of true, but we su: pect that there was 
a Jesuit reservation in his averment. He says that 
the Catholic church always respects the rights of 
conscience possessed by the minority. But does he 
believe that the minority possess the right of con- 
science to reject the teachings of the church? Un- 
doubtedly he does not, and so he does not think he 
has borne false witness in asserting that the Cath- 
olic church always respects the rights of conscience 
“possessed ” by the minority. As the minority 
do not possess the right to reject the teachings of 
the church, the church does not fail to respect the 
real rights of conscience possessed by them when it 
punishes them for heresy. Commenting on the 
same paragraph the American Sentinel well says: 


** Tt is true that to-Jay the attitude of the Catholics in 
the province of Quebec is more in accordance with the 


principles of religious liberty than is the attitude of so- |. 


called Protestants in Manitoba. But Rome must be 
judged not by what she does in such a country as Canada, 
where she is constantly on the defensiv, but by her record 
in Spain, in the Caroline islands, in Italy and the various 
South American countries where her priests are the rul- 
ing power. Itis too late in the history of the world for 
Rome to successfully pose as the champion of liberty.” 
No church is dangerous when it does not possess 
civil power, and no church can be trusted when in- 
vested with that power. No other conclusion is 
possible to the careful student of history. Every 
sect is the devoted friend of liberty for itself and 
when it is in the hopeless minority, but & new vision 
comes when the reins of authority fall into its 
hands. Our Seventh Day Adventist friends are 
now doing splendid work for liberty, and their 
services to the secular cause are invaluable, but we 
sometimes wonder what they would do to the con- 
temner of the Saturday Sabbath if they possessed 
the numbers and wealth, and the consequent po- 
litical power, of the Sunday worshipers. We do 


not forget that the Covenanters—who, under the 
name of Reformed Presbyterians, are the leaders in 
this country in the struggle to establish an abso- 
lute spiritual despotism—fought superbly and de- 


votedly in Scotland for their own freedom. We 
cannot rid ourselvs of the conviction that the be- 
lief that one has a divinely revealed system of 
truth and morals which he is commissioned by God 
to defend and extend puts him under a constant 
temptation to use Catholic and Covenanter weapons 
when preaching and moral suasion fail. 
PR anes ee 

Russia is taking steps to enforce Sunday observ- 
ance more strictly than heretofore; in Chicago the 
Sunday Observance League will this year make 
another attempt to prevent Sunday baseball ; Charl- 
ton, the Canadian champion of Sunday sacredness 
enforced by law, has introduced a new bill in Par- 
liament to “promote the observance of the Lord’s 
day.” Nothing in that about securing a day of 
“rest” for the workingman, is there? Perhaps it 
is thought that in Canada there is no need of being 
so hypocritical concerning the matter of Sabbath 
observance as some of the Sundayites think is 
necessary in the United States. 


We hav received from Mr. Putnam a brief note 
announcing his arrival in England and his cordial 
welcome from Messrs. Watts and Foote, and also 
that he had mailed us some “News and Notes"— 
which, however, hav failed to get here in season for 
this issue of Taz Trurs Szesxer. The weather dur. 
ing his passage was delightful, he says, and he had 
no touch of seasickness, but kept in the jolliest trim 
possible all the time. The only one on board seri- 
ously afflicted was a Catholic priest, and his indis- 
position was evidently a case of whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth. Mr. Putnam’s delayed com- 
munication will undoubtedly arrive in time for our 
next issue. 


Every few days a company of boys from a Catho- 
lie institution just below Taz Trurs Srrkrs office 
come marching up Lafayette Place in military for- 
mation, preceded by a band and armed with wooden 
guns. They are being drilled by the adult follow- 
ers of the “Prince of Peace” for the work of 
slaughter. But those wooden guns are only a feeble 
imitation of war's deadly weapons. These Catholic 
boys ought to hav the opportunity to practice with 
the “real thing,” as do the boys of the Presbyterian 
Sunday-school of West Duluth, Minn. The boy's 
brigade is drilling in the manual of arms. “A 
genuin Gatling gun was obtained, and the young 
soldiers can handle it to perfection. The gun 
weighs 1,800 pounds, and it is managed by six 
boys,” says the Superior Leader. So satisfied are 
these good Christian boys with their death-dealing 
Gatling that a new company will be organized in 
the near future. Our Catholic friends will hav to 
hustle if they get ahead of the Presbyterians. God 
bless the olive branches of Christ! The temple of 
Janus is wide open now. 


** God waits his time. God is never in a hurry. God 
has given them time to repent, and still they fight God. 
Their [the Chinese’s] potter's vessel wil be broken by 
the Japanese." — Rev. M. L. Taft. 


It would appear that God was in so much of & 
hurry that he made 400,000,000 of people so imper- 
fect that he had to make another nation of 40,000,- 
000 to civilize them through wholesale slaughter. 
What sickening cant is this talk about God giving 
the Chinese time to repent? Of what are they to 
repent? Of the sins they hav committed because 
the god who made them gave them such natures 
that they could not do otherwise? No doubt Chi- 
nese civilization is, in many respects, very undesir- 
able (although the chief offense of that people in 
the eyes of Mr. Taft is its rejection of his religion), 
but who is responsible for that undesirable civiliza- 
tion if not the “perfect” god worshiped by the 
missionary, and who, he stoutly asserts, made the 
world and all that it contains? Mr. Taft does not 
agree with those who, he says, declare that Japan 
will giv up Christianity and civilization. But who 
knew that Japan had accepted Christianity? Why, 
says the preacher, ‘‘ in the Japanese navy they hav 


! chaplains and Bible classes.” Hav they? ‘Well, 
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that must settle the question, for we hav chaplains 
in our navy, and the Bible classes in our Sunday- 
schools are also uniformed and armed. But on the 
other hand, in the Japanese schools they teach 
evolutionary science and will hav nothing to do with 
religion. Will not the school rather than the navy 
form the character of the rising generation? 


es se 

Rev. Mr. Talmage told his congregation the other 
Sunday that there were men in the house who would 
giv a thousand worlds, if they had them, to get 
back to the placid faith of their fathers and mothers. 
The devotees of any other superstition could as 
easily say the same thing concerning those who hav 
grown out of that superstition. The clergyman 
said that * we" may help these longing ones, “ never 
through their heads but always through their 
hearts.” It has long been observed that the Chris- 
tian evangelist appeals to the fears and other emo- 
tions of his hearers rather than to their thinking 
faculties. Mr. Talmage has made no discovery. 
He further remarks that “these skeptics, when 
brought to Jesus, will be mightily effectiv.” Yes, 
when. They will be far more effectiv, he continues, 
* than those who hav never examined the evidences 
of Christianity.” This is in sly praise of himself, for 
in another place he tells us that he understands all 
the processes by which men “get into the dark,” 
for he has traveled * with burning feet that blis- 
tered way.” (That sounds somewhat peculiar— 
perhaps he meant to say that he had traveled with 
blistered feet that burning way.) But as he con- 
fesses that he does not yet understand the “ mys- 
teries” of the faith he preaches, it is hard to see 
how that kind of an examination of the evidences of 
Christianity makes the repentant skeptic such an 
efficient missionary of that which he formerly rejected. 
But it is little use to try to find a reason for the as- 
sertions of Mr. Talmage, and it is certain that there 
is rarely reason 2n them. 


Oro — ———— 

As will be seen by reference to our news column, 
the Meadow Brook Hunt Club at Hempstead, L I, 
and some of the influential residents of the vicin- 
ity, are very much excited over the arrest of two 
members of the club for Sunday golf playing. It is 
demanded that Deputy Sheriff Smith be removed 
from his office becauae he made these arrests. This 
wrath seem; to us to be ill timed and misapplied. 
Why should the officer be removed for trying to 
enforce the law which the hunt club and the “in- 
fluential citizens ” of Hempstead hav not made the 
slightest effort to hav repealed? We received no 
assistance from the club nor from said “ influential 
citizens ” when we sent out our recent petition to 
the legislature for the repeal of the Sunday law of 
the state. It was under this law that these players 
were arrested. Neither hav we heard that they 
sent a word of protest to the legislature when the 
tyrannical Barbers’ bill, just made law, was pending. 
Did they think that they were so “influential,” so 
fashionable, that they could drive roughshod 
through statutes that would catch and hold the 
poor and uninfluential? Some people never think 
of liberty until their own is menaced, and we sin- 
cerely hope that the work of arrest and fining will 
go on until all these “influential” violators of a 
Jaw they hav not the manliness and foresight to 
sweep from the statute books are convinced that a 
wrong done to the humblest citizen isa wrong done 
to themselvs, and that a bad law is always at the 
service of the first bigot or revengeful person who 
cares to use it. Down with the Sunday laws. 


The importance of having agencies ready and 
funds on hand to do missionary work is again 
shown by a call from far-off Manitoba. The legis- 
lature of that province has just met, and one of the 
burning issues it will hav to consider is the Bible 
in the schools, the result of the long fight between 
the Catholics and the Protestants there. One of 
our oldest subscribers and a member of the Mani- 
toba government writes us that the members of the 
legislature ought to hav copies of Dr. Westbrook’s 
pamphlet, the * Bible in the Public Schools,” and 
other literature on the question, in order that they 
may more intelligently discuss the subject, but he 
was unable to do more than contribute two dollars 


toward the expense. Thinking that such an oppor- 


tunity to impress correct principles upon a body of 
legislators should not be lost, we asked Dr. West- 
brook to furnish the pamphlets and we would do 
the rest. He cheerfully made the donation, and we 
hav mailed a copy to each member of the govern- 
ment, executiv as well as legislativ. We are always 
willing to do this kind of work, and would gladly 
provide the literature too if we had the means. To 
Dr. Westbrook’s reasonable little work we added 
Mr. Chapman’s “ Bible Impeached,” and we hope 
the legislators. will read both carefully. Tax Teora 
Sreker has not a very large circulation in Manitoba, 
naturally, but we hope that all its readers there, 
few or many, will write to their members of the 
legislature and urge upon them the fact that the 
only way to settle the long and hotly-waged school 
fight rightly is to take the Bible entirely from the 
publie schools and conduct these institutions in a 
secular manner. And we also trust that every one 
of our readers who is interested in the incessant 
warfare necassary to be waged against theological 
tyranny will see to it that we hav funds with which 
to distribute literatura on demand as occasion re- 
quires. We cannot always find a wealthy author 
or publisher to help us out. 


_ Some erass astronomer. ‘in. reported to hav said, ‘I 
hav swept the heavens with my telescope and hav found 
no God.’ The verdict of the modern astronomer is, ‘I hav 
swept the heavens with my telescope and I hav found no 
devil.’ In all the fields of spac. there is law—rhythmio, 
benignant, divine law.”— Zhe New Unity. 

To compare (apparently) small things with 
greater—in a walk one day a commotion was heard 
in a clump of bushes by ths roadside. Upon in- 
vestigation it was discovered that a snake had 
crawled to and coiled itself about the nest of a pair 
of birds. In the nest were four young birds, and 
the eyes of the reptil gleamed viciously as its forked 
tongue darted in and out of its open mouth. The 
father and mother birds were frantic with fear for 
their imperiled offspring and anger against the 
snake. They ruffled their feathers, they utte-ed 
cries of pain and anger, they dashed madly at the 
head of their enemy, they pretended to be wounded 
and fluttered on the ground in the hope of drawing 
the snake away in pursuit of themselvs. Who 
could measure adequately the agony of those 
feathered parents? The reptil fled when we made 
a motion to strike it, and the nestlings were saved 
—for the moment. But the saving providence was 
human, and not in one instance out of ten thousand 
does it appear at the right moment. In this little 
world of ours there hav been uncounted millions of 
completed tragedies, of the nature of this one so 
barely averted. Whether they occurred in accord- 
ance with “rhythmic, benignant, divine law,” or were 
caused by an infinit devil, would depend upon the 
point of view of the answerer of the question—per- 
haps. It would make some difference whether the 
query were answered by the victims, or by an opti- 
mistic Unitarian editor, comfortably clothed and 
well fed, sitting at ease in sheltered safety in his 
cosy sanctum. 


a eg es 

A call is out for a national conference for “ polit- 
ical reform,” to be held at Prohibition Park, Staten 
Island, N. Y., June 28 to July 4 The subjects to 
be discussed are the prohibition of the manufacture 
and sale of alcoholic liquors, for beverage purposes 
and their manufacture for medical and other uses 
by the state and federal governments; the tariff 
regulated by a national bureau; government own- 
ership of all transit facilities; woman suffrage; the 
silver and currency questions, and the like. The 
Committee of Arrangements is a queer conglomer- 
ation. Of the noted friends of liberty on it we hav 
space to mention but a few, to wit, Rev. Wilbur F. 
Crafts, erstwhile of that freedom-loving association, 
the American Sabbath Union, and now secretary of 
the Bureau of National Reform (God-in-the-Consti- 
tution), Washington, D.C.; B. O. Flower, editor of 
the Arena ; Frances E. Willard (in the repertory 
of whose choice reforms is ineluded the national 
publication of all newspapers and the supervision 
of our amusements by a Cabinet Bureau of the fed- 
eral government), president of the national Wom- 
en's Christian Temperance Union; Thaddeus B. 
Wakeman; Mary T. Burt, president of the New 
York State Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 


and head of the Comstock division of the same. 
organization and ez officio sponsor for the Mullin 
bill lately introduced in the legislature of this state 
and criticised in these columns; Rev. I. K. Funk, 
editor of the Voice; Mary E. Lease, and Bolton 
Hall Among the other signers of the Call are An- 
nie L. Diggs, a Liberal worker in Kansas; Rev. A. 
A. Miner, D.D., Universalist and affiliated with the 
God in-the-Constitution folks; the presidents of 
eighteen Women's Christian Temperance Unions, 
and several other officers of that organization; Jo- 
seph Cook, of Boston, also a National Reformer, 
and a hundred or more equally pious people. 


PESE CORDIA NU ee 

Here is an apparently nc form of the resurrec- 
tion argument, differing somewhat from the familiar 
chrysalis-butterfly illustration—which always fails 
to illustrate. Rev. I. N. Haldeman, of a Baptist 
church of this city, recently preached a sermon on 
that threadbare subject, “The Resurrection of 
Christ." the New York Times presents this sum- 
mary of his paper: `’ ’ 

** He explained that the resurrection might be com- 
prehended by studying the processes of nature in the 
material world around us. Just as the seed planted in 
the earth first undergoes a process of decomposition by 
which the organic part falls off and giva birth to.a germ, 
which, being nourished by sunshiue, rain, aud dew, 
comes forth re-embodied and produces the exact type of 
the original, so also the body, after mingling with the 
dust of the earth, gave birth to a germ which in the ap- 
pointed time would raise up the body." 


The seed does not “undergo a process of decom- 
position,” and the germ is not born beoause the 
“organic part falls off The germ is a part of the 
seed, and under the stimulus of warmth and mois- 
ture the previously dormant germ springs into activ 
life and feeds during ita earlier period of develop- 
ment upon the assimilable matter stored up in the 
rest of the seed. In the egg-producing families of 
the animal kingdom the germ feeds during its first 
stage of growth upon the food products stored 
within the shell. In placental mammals the germ 
is fed directly by the female parent. All these are 
different manifestations of the same natural pro- 
cess—the reproduction of individuals essentially 
alike. There isa regular sequence of causes and 
effe:ig which perpetually exchange relativ positions 
in the march of lite. In all the higher forma of 
life —vegetable and animal —the parent does not die 
when the child is born—sxcept, of course, in ex- 
ceptional instances which in no sense invalidate the 
rule—and in no ease do these processes of growth 
within the pale of tribal life furnish the analogy 
which Mr. Haldeman so longingly seeks. It is not 
the dead tree that sprouts in the ground and pro- 
duces another tree of the same family as itself. Zé 
is dead and dead for good. But in its life it pro- 
duced seeds, and it is these which develop under 
favorable conditions and perpetuate the race of 
their parent. It is not from the pigeon dying of 
disease or killed and eaten by man that the young 
pigeons spring after its death, but from the eggs it 
produced during life, which eggs, developing under 
auspicious conditions, perpatuate the race of pig- 
eons. Soit is not the body of man lying in the 
ground that contains the initial force of new life, 
but the germs developed in his body when alive 
and viril that are that initial force. They, grow- 
ing under favorable conditions, perpetuate the race. 
It is always the race that is perpetuated by the birth 
of the young, not the individual. The individual 
has his term of existence, marked at beginning and 
end by birth and death. The race has also its term 
of existence, marked at the beginning by differen- 
tiation from an antecedent type, and at the end by 
the cessation, from whatever cause, of reproduction 
of new individuals. All these forces and manifes- 
tations of life are of this earth. The cottonwood 
tree reproduces its kind for life here, and not less 
does man. In all the multiform transformations 
of life in this world Mr. Haldeman can fiad no 
analogy for his soul-seed or seed-soul that parts 
from the body at the death of the latter, or after 
it has decayed, on this earth, aad, after the passage 
of centuries or eons, reinvests itself with that body 
and takes it to another world for an eternal existence 
of joy or agony. Mr. Haldeman should adapt his 
theology to nature; he cannot adapt nature to his 
theology. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux Trura SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them: we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FExzETHINEER'S Prcronian Text-Boor, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make. this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prorortat Text- Boor. 


The pictures in the FBEETHINKER'S PICTORIAL 
Trxr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argu uent 
of the Artist. The ~ esigns are by Warson Heston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 


This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars' worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subserip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not. now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—riv& por- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLABS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 

SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We ventüre the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it 1s very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
& copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
psper for one year. 


A Little More Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opin'on the work, “ SELF-CONTRADIOTIONS 
oF vHE BrBLE," should go along with Paine’s “ Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, neces- 
sary to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implem- nts for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
“Self Contradictions of the Bible,” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve .copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate ‘Self-Contradictions” as well as the * Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as & guide to anything good. 


* An Important Intimation.” 

There are, we regret to say, between one thou. 
sand and two thousand of our friends who hav 
allowed their subscriptions to Taz Truro SEEKER 
to expire without renewing. This is a considerably 
larger portion than is pleasant to us, who depend 
upon the more or less prompt payment of subscrip- 
tions for the wherewithal to meet our bills. Now, 
we are not going to get angry, or scold, or do any- 
thing disagreeable about this, but we must appeal 
to our friends’ good nature and generous feelings 
to remedy this deplorable and unsatisfactory state 
of affairs. We need the money badly—so do our 
creditors. The paper man, and the printer, and 
the compositor, and the mailer, and the post-office 
collector, and the clerks, and the landlord, and the 
insurance man, and the gas man, and the devil are 
always with us, not to mention the rest, and they 
all want money and want it bad, and want it when 
it is due. And when we havn't got it for them life 
is a burden—they make it so intentionally, blast 'em. 

So now, as aforesaid, we appeal to our friends all 
over this country—thousands of them—to send the 
amount of their arrearages and as much in advance 
as they hav been behind, to sort of even things up 
and turn about in fair play, as it were. A year’s 
subscription from each one whose time has expired 
will make us easy—very easy—but if we can’t hav 
that then let us hav what you can spare, and we will 
* grin and bear it” until you get the balance. The 
amounts are small individually and easily raised, 
but to us they collectivly mean a good deal—just 
the difference between being even with the world 
and being unpleasantly behind. 

The disciples of a certain philosopher, one day 
missing their teacher from his accustomed place in 
the midst of them, sought him at his unpretentious 
lodgings, where they discovered that he was suffer- 
ing from the lack of a Square Meal. Of course 
they hastened to provide him with all that the inner 
sinner could desire, but he nevertheless took occa- 
sion to jab them with a moral pointed by the event. 
* Know, then" (said he), “that in order that you 
may permanently enjoy the light of a lamp, it is 
necessary occasionally to replenish the Oil." 

Delinquents who renew at once will be spared the 
moral which their remissness might tempt us to draw. 


There is always a demand for inexpensiv tracts 
for general distribution. We hav endeavored to 
supply that demand, and the reader who looks. on 
page 317, this issue, will find a long list of them. 


Extracts from Noah's Log. 


EXPLANATORY. 
While exploring the rocky gullies and canyons in 
the foothills of Mt. Ararat last summer, I found & 
roughly symmetrical mass of pure copper. Oxy- 
dized and honeycombed as it was, I recognized 
the metal immediately, and repressing a strong 
inclination to hunt for the lead and stake out my 
claim, I took my find home with me. Surprised at 
its diminishing weight as the moisture dried out of 
the spongy mass, I endeavored to saw into it. The 
pure metal inside tore off every tooth of the saw, 
and now convinced, and delighted, that it was a hol- 
low cylinder of hardened copper, I brought it to 
America and gave it to a machinist to open. He 
ruined two dozen finely-tempered saws in the job, 
which I cheerfully settled for, as the cylinder con- 
tained & papyrus roll of manuscript of certainly 
great antiquity. My efforts to decipher it were 
baffled, as it was written in neither ancient nor 
modern Egyptian, new nor old Pali, nor in Greek, 
Latin, Sanscrit, or any other language with which 
I am acquainted. So I called in the services of 
those two able, eminent, and renowned professors 
of biology, bibliology, ethnology, and sockdology, 
the Right Rev. Watson Heston and the Very Rev. 
George E. Macdonald, who at once pronounced it 
ancient Cush and proceeded to translate it; the lat- 
ter remarking, with a levity which but indifferently 
became his calling, as I thought, that the exceeding 
toughness of the yarn no doubt accounted for the 
difficulty of sawing into it—in which view his col- 
laborator, to my surprise, was inclined to coincide. 
However, I cheerfully giv them credit for the trans- 
lation, but am free to maintain that the elegance of 
diction, force of expression, and choiceness of syno- 
nyms are my own. 
Besides, I found it. 
THE LOG. 


Mon., T days out. Raining yet, very hard—4A few 
sinners still on deck; a bunch got washed off last 
night; kinder sorry for them — Ham will got a 
rope's-end if he don't look out; he skylarks too 
much with the animals; put all the dogs in the cat/s 
eage last night, and the whole menagerie got ex- 
cited at the row they made; couldn't hear ourselvs 
think for two hours; every brute in the outfit sung 
his song—Roof lea&ks— Women say it's wash-day 
and hav started in on three weeks' wash; just like 
women; how! they dry clothes this weather? 

Course E.B.S. Ham at the wheel, Shem on the 
lookout. 

T'ues., 8 days out. 4 bells. Women are growl- 
ing because the sun don't shine so the wash can 
dry; told them such murmuring as they indulged 
in was flying straight in the face of Providence; 
told me to mind my own business; remarked that 
I was captain here and wouldn’t take back talk 
from anyone; hove a bucket of water over me, durn 
them. 6 dells. Got my log line strung up along 
‘tween decks and the whole blamed wash triced up 
in everybody’s way. If I want to heave the log at 
8 bells, overboard goes the wash, and don’t care 
who likes it; I'm boss here. 8 bells. Didn't heave 
the log—Guess we’re making four knots; wind 
fresh; course E.S.E. Shem at the wheel, Japheth 
on the lookout. 

Wed., 9 days out. Ironing day; blowing a gale 
of wind; women are making hard work of it and 
getting seasick—Hove to at 8 bells this morning ; 
lays easy; kicked Ham away from the wheel and 
steered his trick; afraid I can’t make a sailor of 
him; wish I'd saved a few sinners to work ship; 
could hav drowned them afterwards. 

Heading N. E. by N. Japheth at the wheel. 

Thurs, 10 days out. . Wish I knew who drinks 
my whisky—-Made sail at daylight; difficult work, 
this handling sail below decks; can’t see aloft, must 
feel when sheets are home; don’t like these new- 
fangled rolling topsails that furl themselvs; they’re 
not shipshape, but we're too short handed for the 
old style—Wind going down; course due E. Shem 
at the wheel, Ham on the lookout. 

Fri., 11 days out. Foggy; can’t see two lengths; 
two of us on the lookout—Ham is under the scut- 
tlebutt, drunk; whisky lower; slight connection 
here, maybe— Women are quarreling among them- 
selvs; they're a heap of trouble; never quiet till 
they're seasick; found out they get seasick in a 
head sea; will remember this—The lion got out 
last night and made a lunch off my wife's pet dog 
Beauty; chased him back to his cage with a hand- 
spike; sorry I had to hurt him; seven pugs left now; 


.we started with & pair to each woman. 


No wind and nobody at the wheel. 

Sat., 12 days out. Wish it would clear up; sin- 
ners must be all dead by this time—Hav had a hard 
day of it; that boy Ham let go the port anchor, 
and the whole range of chain, 45 fathom, went out 
the hawse-pipe and fetched up with a jerk that car- 
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ried away the windlass bitts and nearly tore the 
bows of her; kicked him up on deck in the rain 
while we mended the windlass; hunted him up to 
help heave in chain and found he’d sneaked down, 
got at my jug, and was dead drunk alongside the 
same; don't gee what the Lord wanted to save him 
for—Must be clear of soundings now, so will keep 
her hove to for a while under short sail with the 
wheel lashed down. 

Sun , 18 days out. Held religious exercises at 4 
bells; Ham attended, very devout and penitent, 
with a head as big as the jug—Women hav tricked 
themselvs out and are mincing around showing off; 
made me put ona white shirt; will get rid of it 
directly—Dead calm all day—Found the ark had a 
slight list to starboard; investigated and discovered 
about three tons of stones, dead cats, and garbage 
stuck fast to the pitch outside; these things are 
what the sinners threw at the ark after we came 
&bosrd—Hav locked up my whisky. 

Wed, 16 days out. Made a great mistake when 
we started; was puzzled how to feed the spiders, 


musketoes, bedbugs, and such; turned them loose | 


to hustle for themselvs, and that's what they've 
done ever since—hustle—Another pug disappeared 
last night; six left—Gave Ham a talking to about 
getting drunk; was sorry and I boxed his ears; 
told him if I ever saw him drunk again aboard my 
ship I'd log him; he don't seem to care, but that’s 
what I'll do every time—Still hove to. 

Sun , 20 days out. Ham broke into my locker 
last night and is roaring drunk again; can’t find 
the jug; will log him every time now—No religious 
exercises to-day; women are complaining of my im- 
piety, but a man can’t feel resigned when he has 
just list a four gallon jug of the best Egyptian corn 
whisky. 

Mon., 21 days out. 

Tues., 22 days aut. 


Ham’s drunk. 
Ditto's ditto. 


Wed., 23 days out. Do. do. 
Thur., 24 days out. Do. blind do. 
Fri., 25 days out. Do. dead do. 


Sat. 26 days out Do. got snakes; got 'em bad; 
wish I could find that jug. 

Sun., 27 days out. Two more pugs missing ; 
must keep away from the lion’s cage when the 
women are around, he seems too pleased to see me 
and they are getting suspicious; four of the ugly 
brutes left now—Found my jug; Ham stowed it 
in my own bunk; he’s smarter than I thought — 
Had religious exercises; women wanted to mourn 
for their pugs; am willing they should mourn— 
Took a cast of the lead at noon; thirty fathoms, 
mud: bottom; made sail and squared away due E. 

Mon., 28 days out. My wife has confiscated the 
jug and means to keep it; we'll see about that ; says 
it is the cause of poor, dear Ham’s sickness; un- 
doubtedly ; should hav let it alone—Shem at the 
wheel, Japheth on the lookout; course R. 

Wed , 30 days ow. Mourns! Broo»y Mur 
d—n!—",*,11—!! [Nore—Here the manuscript 
. bears evidence that Captain Noah was suddenly in- 
terrupted while writing.—Trs | 

Fri, 32 days out. Hav had a lively time; disci- 
plin is restored, but the whisky jug is gone— 
smashed over my head—all on account of the pugs; 
had hoped to rid the world of those parodies on 
the canine race, and would hav succeeded if my 
wife hadn’t overhauled my pockets when I was 
asleep and read this log. Certain references to the 
pugs put her on the lookout and she and the other 
women watched me; one of the brutes littered last 
night; I couldn’t resist the temptation, and 80 fed 
the whole batch, mother and all, to the lion; ina 
minute had four furious women afoul of me, biting 
and clawing; sung out for help and Shem and Ja- 
pheth bore down and rescued me; Ham helped the 
women and made a majority for them; his mother 
had the jug, that’s why; managed to floor him with 
a pump-brake, but they were still too many for us 
and chased us around decks till they got tired and 
sat down to cry; got to my room and began writ- 


ing them down in the log when they started in. 


again; my wife smashed the whisky jug over my 
head—then we all escaped on deck and went aloft ; 
couldn't follow us, but sat down and said things— 
Had a council. of war, then Shem shinned over to 
the foremast and cut away all the jib halliards and 
sheets and halliards on the fore—Ark had broached 
to in trough of sea when Japheth left the wheel to 
help me, and had laid there with yards square and 
rolling considerable; women could stand that mo- 
tion, but not a head sea, so now when she came up 
to the wind and began pounding up and down and 
drifting astern, they got qualmish and in twenty 
minutes were sprawled out helpless; Ham didn't 
know enough to take the wheel and throw her off, 
BO we came down, tied the women hand and foot, 
and then went for Ham; triced him up and rope's- 
ended him till his nose bled; begged and howled, 


but had to take it and learn that mutiny is unsafe 
aboard my ship—Kept her head to the sea till we 
had spliced and rove off the gear, then set canvas 
and squared away again— Women got better; read 
the articles to them; were penitent and promised 
to behave, but before turning them loose we went 
on a pug hunt and passed two of them in to the 
lion; only one left now, but we havn't found it yet; 
women howled a good deal and called us heartless, 
cruel fiends—that’s all right. : 

My wife had lost the log in her excitement, and 
I only found it to-day; course N.E. by E. Shem 
at the wheel, Jap. on the lookout. ` 
: Sun., 34 days out. No religious services to-day; 
women are talking about me—don’t talk to me; if 
they do I'll speak of that jug; course due E , blow- 
ing fresh. J. at wheel, S. on lookout. 

Mon , 35 days out. Wash day, but there is no 
washing going on; won’t hav it; am captain here; 
they were ugly at first, bub I hauled her on a wind 
and said nothing—Oan’t find that pug—Keep Ham 
at work on the menagerie now, feeding the animals 
and cleaning the cages— Dead calm. 

Wed., 37 days out. Nothing new; pug still 
missing; good mind to turn the lion loose; he'll 
find the cur. ; . 

Fri.,39 days out. If I don't find that pug to-day 
will let the lion out first thing to-morrow. 

Sat., 40 days out. Stopped raining—We all went 
on deck this morning ; it was a frightful picture— 
sun shining, not a eloud in the sky and not a sign 


.of land nor a ship, or even a bird, in all this ex- 


panse of desolation; no life or joyousness, nothing 
but muddy water; the dead world fathoms under- 
neath, and we alone, with our ark, all that was left, 
and whisky gone—not a shot in the locker. 

At noon locked up the women and turned the 
lion loose; he didn't find the pug, but found most 
everything else; smashed some bird cages, and a 
raven and dove got away; dove came back at sun- 
down, but the raven didn’t; let all the birds out to 
get the air and roost up aloft. l 

Sat., 47 days out. Obicken missing this. morn- 
ing; suspect Ham of stealing it—A pigeon futtered 
down on deck with a green leaf fast in its gullet, 
and half choked; pulled leaf out; pigeon must hav 
been somewhere else and got it; will keep to the 
eastward and look out for land. ` 

Mon., 50 days out. Blowing great guns, and 
dismasted ; under double reefs, storm spanker and 
fore-topmast staysail at daylight; blew away the 
staysail; set jib; that went too and took jibboom ; 
cut away the wreck; she eame up to the wind, 
caught chock, and away went the mizzenmast at 
the deck; cut that away, payed off in the trough of 
the sea, and rolled the fore and mainmast out; 
cleared away everything, rigged out a sea-anchor, 
and now we're riding it out comfortable—that is, 
for us; women are all sick. 

Land to the eastward, small island. 

60 days out. Land still in sight; gets bigger ; 
suppose the water is going. down; nothing to do 
now but eat, sleep, and hunt for that pug—Still 
riding at the sea-anchor. 

100 days out. Pug must be dead—More land 
showing up. 

150 days out. Noon—Driving on a lee shore 
Stern foremost; getting anchors ready ; sundown— 
let go both anchors as we got close in ; dragged, 
and here we are, beaehed with every sea making a 
clean sweep over us; ark won't last long; getting 


out life raft and turning animals loose. 


Neat morning. Floated ashore all right; ark is 
breaking up and animals swimming in; last to come 
were that missing pug and seven half-grown pups; 
submit to will of providence, but still think women 
had the durned brute hid in the lower hold. 

Next day. Poor place to liv on this island— 
Nothing grown but a grapevine I found on the 
beach; will take care of it; if means grapes, and 
grapes mean juice, and it’s been along time be- 
tween drinks—Ham is quite useful now; takes a 
deep interest in the vine and helps me ’tend it. 

Month later. Grape is doing well ` 

Four months later. Grapes appearing. | 

Two months later. Picked the grapes; now for 
some wine—Ham is a model boy; did him good to 
rope's-end him. . 

Five months later. Wine has worked ; will serve 
grog to-morrow and celebrate the anniversary cf 
our shipwreck. . 

Next day. [The manuscript of this tast day's 
entry is obscure and so incoherent as to make it 
strongly probable that Captain Noah served the 
grog as indicated, and that he wrote while under 
the influence of the same. There are, however, 
some legible references to certain “pugs,” which 
would go to show that-he still had those animals in 
mind and perhaps regretted his. failure to effect 
their extinction —Trs.] Moraan A. Ropzerson. 


Observations. 


In an attempt to add a thought to the current 
rhapsodizing on the conflict between Capital and 
Labor, I said a few weeks ago that the conflict 
under consideration was not one in which capital 
figured as an activ participant—that, in fact, it was 
more like a squabble between laborers for the dole 
of wages which capital has to dispense. Everything 
that has since happened in the labor world appears 
to me to fortify that position. In some cases, as 
at New Orleans, laborera hav proceeded to the ex- 
tremity of shooting one another. Less sanguinary 
than these assaults, but quite as indefensible, is the 
course of combinations of barbers in California and 
New York in procuring the enactment of laws to 
compel other barbers to close their shops on Sun- 
day. In the New Orleans case, to use that as a 
type, the invaders did their own foul work and 
risked the consequences; but the New York and. 
California incapables invoke the odium theologicum 
and conspire with the sworn enemies of freedom to 
barter away the liberty of their fellow-craftsmen.. 
and their own as well. Since the object of both 
kinds of invasion is the s&me, and since in both the 
appeal is to force for the destruotion of free com- 
petition, it should not excite surprise if occasion- 
ally the more primitiv and candid way is adopted, 
in which the assault is made openly and not from 
the barricade of a vote factory called a statehouse, 
nor from the &mbush of a Covenanter church. 


If the Arena would render its Age of Protection 
for Girls symposium influential with persons who 
&re not nervous, it should reinforce tbe rational 
Helen H. Gardener by attracting contributors who 
assume some other than a theological or emotional 
attitude toward the question. It will be conceded, 
so far as I am concerned, that when the age indi- 
eated by nature is expunged and the attempt is 
made to fix another age arbitrarily, one's opinion as 
to what that age should be is as.valuable as any- 
body's else, but each should ke supported, when 
practicable, by something besides hysterical whoops. 
There is good reason for placing the age at fifteen, 
and a better one for making it twenty-five, fur as 
years multiply, so likewise do temptations, and 
there is more trouble after twenty tban previously. 
Before the epidemic of these laws spreads too wide 
we should pause to inquire whither we are drifting. 
It is argued that, if a young female may not control 
her property unless she has attained her majority, 
she assuredly may not dispose of her virture before 
tbat time. But such argument is based on the fal- 
lacy that virtue is an inherited possession, and that 
it is alienable, which I deny. The analogy does not 
hold for a second, and if it did, what sort of people 
are those, anyhow, who cease to respect a woman 
when she becomes poor? They who insist on com- 
paring continence with real estate must answer that 
question. After these laws are passed, will the 
prodigal daughter be received in society which 
thinks itself respectable, as though nothing had 
happened more serious than a pecuniary loss; or 
would we, as now, point her out as one with whom 
our Virtuously opulent daughters will in no wise 
be permitted to herd? In the first case, if reckless- 
ness were not licensed, it would be condoned, and an 
incentiv to good behavior removed. In the second, 
tke law would not benefit her. On the contrary, if 
she appealed to it, it might make matters worse; 
for as the publicity given by the hen to the fact 
that she has laid an egg enables us to rob her nest, 
so the cackle of a trial would make publie property 
of the girl’s reputation. It may be contended that 
the law will deter the partner in her indiscretion 
from committing the offense; and if experience 
could be subpenaed to testify that any law of any 
legislature ever intervened as an offset to feminin 
complaisance, that contention might avail as the 
last possible refuge for the promoters of the pres- 
ent law. But I am not a visitor to this earth from 
some other sphere, and therefore hav no occasion 
to inquire if the law has been observed to operate 
in such a case. No man has any doubts upon the 
subject, and any woman who has may easily hav 
them removed. A man's conscience—which is bis 
ethical and not his legal education—will at times 
govern him, and to that conscience in both men and 
women is due the degree of morality which now 


prevails; but without it the clergyman would for- 


get the commandments, and no judge of the 
supreme court would respect his own decisions. 
There is a natural law that is efficient among sav- 
ages, and even brutes, to protect the young. There 
are human laws for the same purpose which man 
might hav inherited from his ancestors, which do 
not conflict with the natural law, and which are 
probably enforced with greater rigor and less par- 
fiality than any others on the statute books. It 
would seem that women should be at one concern- 
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ing the age when they may assume their half of the 
responsibility for indiscretions in which they are 
full partners, but they are not. They differ as 
widely as the life and experience of one differs from 
that of another. When one woman, aged ninety, 
was asked at what date the married state ceased to 
be preferable, she answered the querist by saying 
that he would hav to apply for data on that subject 
to some one older than herself. And there are 
other women of not inferior years who, if asked to 
state the proper age of consent, would sorrowfully 
make the same reply. A Michigan paper, the De- 
troit Tribune, in arguing against the raising of the 
age in that state, contends that, by making girls be- 
low eighteen legally incapable of committing the 
offense involved, they will be encouraged to take 
advantage of their immunity, but I cannot accord 
any legislature so much influence over natural acts 
as that admission would imply. If each state were 
to choose a different year, so that every birthday of 
a woman between long dresses and the shroud 
would somewhere in the country be protected by 
a law, I apprehend that the object of the law would 
not in any state be attained. My argument is not 
that any measure for the protection of the girl 
should be neglected, but that this one is a superflu- 
ity, since all such measures must necessarily fail 
when she co-operates to defeat them. 

The accompanying lines evidently refer to a letter 
contributed to Tae Teruras Seeger two or three 
weeks ago by Otto Wettstein. 

** Where is the break?” friend Otto cries; 
And sure ’tis hard to find 

The break in such a tangled chain 
Of words that won’t unwind. 

Hans Sachs, who sang, in years gone by, 
Full many a tuneful lay, 

Sought first, when he was moved to speak, 
To know what he should say. 

And when he knew, he’d spin it out 
And always state the case, 

So that the reader might enjoy : 
His sweet though homely phrase. 

He bore in mind that Reason’s line, 
Or Logio’s sparkling flood, 

Should be so drawn, or be so poured, 
That "twould be understood. 

“ Where is the break?" dear Otto asks. 
The answer may be found 

Right here: That in his flood of words 
His meaniug has been drowned. 

Or, if there’s logic hid somewhere 
Beneath those waves, I doubt, 

Since time is money, if 'twill pay 
The cost of dredging out. 

Therefore, dear friend, relieve our brains, 
Write for the common mind, 

For maybe jawbreak is the ‘‘ break” 
That you can't seem to find. 


DEL. 


I giv full credit, I hope, to the earnest persons 
who stand ready to make liberal donations toward 
the founding of schools from which the Bible and 
religious exercises shall be forever excluded. That 
is the kind of schools we want, and men who are 
willing to giv money to such an object are of the 
right sort. Buta doubt arises whether theirs is 
the best method of securing secular education. I 
hav noticed in the parts of our country I hav visited 
that children seem to be better provided with in- 
struction than with almost anything else. When 
they are kept at home from lack of clothes, while 
their parents are taxed to support a school close at 
hand, which is not an unknown case, the dispropor- 
tion is apparent. The school tax is a considerable 
burden to the citizen, and the Freethinker pays his 
share of it. The founding of separate and exclu- 
siv institutions of learning must of course make his 
burden heavier, and we would also be open to the 
charge, which we make against the Catholics, of be- 
ing enemies of the public schools. Another thing, 
such institutions would probably be inferior to the 
schools provided by the state, because their excel- 
lence would depend on the amount of money avail- 
able for their support; and as Freethinkers could 
not tax the community, as the state can, the means 
to carry them on would be limited and hard to col- 
lect. The Catholic church has tried the experiment 
of private or parochial schools, and from an educa- 
tional point of view it is a failure. Not long ago, 
after a civil service examination, the rating of ap- 
plicants graduated from parochial schools was com- 
pared with that of pupils of the public institutions, 
and it was so inferior that none of them passed. 
Now, if the Catholic church, with its numbers, its 
financial resources, and its public and private cinch, 
cannot support schools equal to the common vari- 
ety, how are a handful of Freethinkers going to do 
it? Such is the problem. A school may be en- 
dowed, but look at Girard College—founded by 
an Infidel and now controled by Episcopalians. 

But if separate schools for the children of Free- 
thinkers could be maintained I am not sure that it 
would be advisable to establish them. We hav a 
right to demand and to secure secular teaching, and 


secular teaching only, in the public schools which 
we are amerced in taxes to support. Better stand 
by that right than retreat and set up weak opposi- 
tion. This course promises us a livelier time at less 
expense, and in our success we shall benefit others 
as well as ourselvs. Another matter to be consid- 
ered is that the public schools need leavening with 
the children of Freethinkers. The influence of such 
a pupil on the rest would be good for them. I 
shall send my boy to the public school, when he 
gets big enough, with instructions to protest every 
time religious matters are introduced. This will at 
least apprise the other pupils that there are two 
sides to the question. 

I suspect the majority of Freethinkers of a prac: 
tical turn of mind share the views I hav herein set 
forth, but refrain from expressing themselvs for 
fear of discouraging philanthropy. However, those 
who hav cash in hand for the purposes of secular 
education need not return it to their pockets. The 
Secular Sunday-schools need it, or the Freethought 
Federation could make good use of it. The Truth 
Seeker Company likewise always has a cause or two 
on trial, and accomplishes results in proportion to 
its means. A judicious pooling of resources, a con- 
centration of capital in the hands of those who can 
use it to the best advantage—in short, the provid- 
ing of a Sack to be drawn upon for the expenses 
incidental to chasing the Bible out of the schools, 
would promis better returns than investment in 
distinctivly Infidel school-houses. If the Seculars 
were to provide their own educational institutions, 
leaving orthodox Protestants in full control of the 
public schools, religious people would think the 
millennium had come for fair, and they would get 
altogether too gay. I would like to see the Prot- 
estant’s professed devotion to learning tested in 
the crucible of purely secular instruction. Finally, 
it is to be remembered that the object of a school 
is to educate; that an inferior school, with or with- 
out devotional exercises, is not likely to attain that 
object, and that unfamiliarity with the Bible is not 
in itself an education. We hav the schools, and 
they are subsidized to an extent that places them 
above competition. Let us proceed to secularize 
them. 


A minister who did not want the members of his 
congregation to chew tobacco while he was preach- 
ing admonished the manducators as follows: “Take 
your quid of tobacco out of your mouth on enter- 
ing the house of God, and gently lay it on the 
outer edge of the sidewalk or on the fence. It will 
positivly be there when you go out, for a rat won't 
take it, a cat won't take it, a dog won't take it, nei- 
ther wili a hog; you are certain of your quid when 
you go after it. Not the filthiest vermin on earth 
would touch it.", As tobacco chewing is a practice 
which I never adopted, I can say nothing in its de- 
fense—I hav too many virtues of my own to apolo- 
gize for. Still, if by some error I had sat under 
the droppings of the sanctuary whence the forego- 
ing remarks emanated, I should hav been impelled 
to observe that they applied with equal accuracy to 
the sermon of the preacher. He might leave his 
manuscript beside the chew of tobacco, and run no 
risk of losing it even at the hands of the Wander- 
ing Willie who should swipe the quid. 

Geo. E. Macporatp. 


Queries. 


For the exercitation of the religious mind I will 
ask the Christian people at large a few questions: 

For a book to be inspired, must it be infallible, 
that is, without an error or a contradiction? If so, 
how can the Bible be inspired? If this world was 
made less than six thousand years ago, and if God 
always was, where was he and what was he doing 
all of those millions of ages before he made this 
world? If God is all-wise and it was an all-wise 
act to make this world, why did he not make it 
millions of years before he did? If God is a spirit 
without body or paris (St. John iv, 24), what was 
it he showed to Moses? (Ex. xxxiii, 22, 23.) If no 
man has seen God at any time (1 John iv, 19), who 
was it the children of Isarel saw? (Ex. xxiv, 10, 11.) 
If the strength of Israel was God and he was not a 
man that he should repent (1 Sam. xv, 29), who 
was it that repented that he had made Saul King 
over Israel? (1 Sam. xv, 35; see also Gen. vi, 7.) 
If God does not tempt any man (James i, 13), who 
was it that tempted Abraham? (Gen. xx, 1.) If the 
Lord's eyes are open and can see everywhere (Job 
xxxiv, 21, 22), why did he hav to go down to 
Sodom and Gomorrah to see if what he had heard 
was 80? (Gen. xviii, 20, 21.) If God is no respecter 
of persons (Rom. ii, 11), why was it that he loved 
Jacob and hated Esau? (Rom. ix, 11-13.) If God 
is love (1 John iv, 16), why did he hav Moses take 
all the people's heads and hang them up against 
the sun so that his fierce anger would be turned 


away from Israel? (Num. xxv, 4.) If Michal the 
daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her 
death (2 Sam. vi, 23), when were her five sons born? 
(2 Sam. xxi, 8) 

If God was the only one who always was, and 
had no father nor mother, nor descendant, nor be- 
ginning of days, who was Melchisedec ? (Heb. vii, 
1-3) If Cain and Abel were the only children 
born in their time, who was Cain's wife? (Gen. iv, 
17.) If Joseph took Mary and the young child 
Jesus and went into Jerusalem and stayed there 
until after they had done all things according to 
the law of the Lord, and then returned into Galilee 
to their own city, Nazareth (Luke ii, 22-39), how 
could he hav taken them into Egypt at the same 
time? (Mat. ii, 14-23.) 

If flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God (1 Cor. xv, 50), how could Christ get in? 
(Luke xxiv, 39.) If the resurrection is to change 
the body from fiesh and bones (1 Cor. xv, 44), why 
did it not change Christ's body? (Luke xxiv, 39.) 
If Christ was to lie three days and. nights in the 
heart of the earth (Mat. xii, 40), why didn’t he fore- 
see his death and burial and resurrection? (Mat., 
Mark, Luke, and John.) If Jesus bore his own 
cross into a place called place of a skull when they 
crucified him (St. John xix, 17), how could Simon 
the Cyrene bear the cross to the same place at the 
same time? (Mat. xxvii, 32, 33, and Mark xv, 21.) 
Did both thieves who were crucified with Jesus re- 
vile him (Mat. xxvii, 44; Mark xv, 32), or did only 
one do so? (Luke xxiii, 39-43.) 

If no man had ever ascended to heaven but the 
son of man, which was Christ (St. John iii, 13), 
where did Elijah go? (2 Kings ii, 11.) If the dead 
are not to rise (Isa. xxvi, 14), what is a resurrection? 
(1 Cor. xv, 52) If Judas took the money that he 
got for betraying Christ and bought the field with 
it (Acts i, 18), how could the chief priests hav taken 
the same money and bought the Potter's field? (Mat. 
xxvii, 6, 7.) If Jesus is so good and kind as to be 
called the meek. and lowly lamb of God (St. John 
i, 29), and in the parable of the ten pieces of money 
the nobleman represents Christ, why did he want his 
enemies brought and killed before him? (Luke xix, 
27.) Christ at a certain time told the people that 
what he had said would come to pass before that 
generation should pass away (Luke xxi, 32). Does 
that generation still liv? If the wicked are to be 
burned up, root and branch, and their ashes are to 
be under the feet of the righteous (Mal. iv, 1, 8), 
how can they go to hell where their worm dieth 
not and their fire is not quenched? (Mark ix, 43 
to 48.) If Christ was crucified on a cross that was 
carried to a place called Calvary, how could they 
hav slain him and hanged him on a tree? (Acts v, 
30; x, 39.) If it is easier for a camel to go through 
the needle's eye than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven (Luke xviii 23, 25), why 
does God make men rich? (1 Sam. ii, 7.) If à man 
who is hanged on a tree is accurst of God (Deut. 
xxi, 23), why didn’t he curse Christ? (Acts x, 35.) 
If a man cannot see the Lord unless he is holy and 
without sin (Heb. xii, 14), what is to become of 
those church members who claim they cannot liv 
without sinning? If all who believe that Jesus is 
the Christ are born of God (1 John v, 1), how can 
they go on and commit sin? (1 John iii, 9.) If 
Jesus Christ was the only begotten son of God and 
the only son he ever had, whose sons were they 
who shouted for joy when the stars sang together ? 
(Job xxxviii, 7.) If the Bible is the good book the 
Christians say it is, why is it they get so angry 
when we show them the filthy words in it, and tell 
them where to find the falsehoods it containa? If 
the Bible is so pure a book and contains the very 
best of literature, what do you think of such pas- 
sages of these: Lev. xv, xxi, 18, 20; Num v, 12 to 
31; Deut. xxiii, 1, 18; xxv, 11, 12; Judges xxi, 11, 
12; 1 Sam. xxv, 34; Gen. xxxviii; Josh. vi, 251 
Think of God saving a traitor to her people, and a 
common prostitute, and killing all the little inno. 
cent babes and innocent women! What can you 
think of such a God? W. S. Pactes. 


To Honor Paine's Memory. 

The second annual Paine celebration is now on 
the road to success. The sale of tickets is pro- 
gressing rapidly and more than meeting expecta- 
tions. As previously announced, the fare for the 
round trip is fifty cents, or one-third less than reg- 
ular rates. The point of destination is New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y.; the date of excursion, Decoration day, 
May 30; the objéct, to inspect the monument and 
the newly repaired wall, and to listen to eloquent 
addresses and hav a sociable and royal good time. 
The train leaves the Grand Central depot, this city, 
at 10:45 a.m. Among the speakers are Henry Row- 
ley, T. B. Wakeman, Charles H. Matchett, and the 
Rev. F. E. Mason. Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., will pre- 
side. A general invitation has been extended to 
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all elubs and individuals who are willing to help 
perpetuate the name and glory of Thomas Paine. 
Persons out of town may secure tickets by sending 
fifty cents to this office. 


Good—But Was Paine Really “Coarse”? 


Brother Talmage has retouched and reframed 
the old picture of the dying Infidel, and presented 
it in one of his sermons. The man is lying upon 
his bed, surrounded by his weeping friends, whom 
he forbids to pray for him. Of course, he has a 
little daughter, who is preternaturally bright, and 
who worries him with theological problems which 
he cannot solve. In his last moments and with 
his “dying breath” he demands that the death- 
dealing work of “Tom” Paine—no true Christian 
ever calls him Thomas—shall be brought and 
thrown upon the burning coals. It is not pretended 
that this “infidel” isa bad man. His wife does 
not suggest that he has been a bad husband or a 
bad citizen. His angelic daughter does not re- 
proach him with being a bad father. His unpar- 
donable crime seems to consist of a disbelief of cer- 
tain theological notions believed by Mr. Talmage to 
be necessary to salvation. When this chromo was 
first issued it was very effectiv and striking. Es- 
pecially when it was accompanied by that ornate 
and once popular fiction concerning the agonies of 
* Tom" Paine's death bed. But the picture is not 
as popular now, except in some remote country dis- 
tricts Admitting, for the moment, that any belief 
honestly, conscientiously, and sincerely held, may 
imperil a man’s eternal salvation, what beliefs did 
Mr. Paine hold that would justify such a sentence 
being passed upon him? This is his creed: “TI þe- 
lieve in one God and no more; and I hope for hap- 
piness beyond this life. I believe in the equality of 
man; and I believe that religious duties consist in 
doing justice, loving mercy, and endeavoring to 
make our fellow-creatures happy.” He wrote his 
* Age of Reason” asa check to the progress of 
French Atheism, fearing “lest in the general wreck 
of superstition, of false systems of government, and 
false theology, we lose sight of morality, of human- 
ity, and of the theology that is true.” Ought he 
to be everlastingly burned for such a creed and 
such a purpose ? 
say. His criticism of biblical infallibility was not 
as thorough as that of Robertson Snith, Dr. Briggs, 
or Rev. Heber Newton. He was coarse and flip- 
pant! So he was, too often. It was a coarse age. 
But if coarseness be an unpardonable sin, the Rev. 
Sam Jones may indulge the hope ‘of a future ac- 
. quaintance with Mr. Paine. The author of the 
* Age of Reason” was not coarser than the men 
who “answered him,” or lampooned him, or sati- 
rized him. One thing is certain. If Thomas Paine 
is in hell because of his religious opinions, George 
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jeffer- 
son are in his company. Because they all shared 
his opinions. If he is condemned to that dolorous 
region because he published his opinions, then we 
are called to face the logical conclusion, which I 
think not even Mr. Talmage would sustain, that 
only the orthodox hav the divine right to speak 
their honest convictions. Sensible people, of all 
shades of belief, are getting tired of these agonizing 
«death-bed scenes.” If Voltaire and Paine both 
recanted in the last moments of life, what of it? It 
is wiser to judge a man by the beliefs of his last ten 
years rather than by those of his last ten minutes. 
— Rev. John Snyder, in St. Louis Globe- Democrat. 


Origin of Sunday Laws. 

It is well to remember that Sunday observance 
laws are distinctivly a survival of slave times and of 
the union of church and state. The first one, a 
decree of the Emperor Constantine, had both a 
civil and a religious purpose, a state and a church 
policy, in view—to secure the slaves a rest of one 
day in seven, and to commemorate the resurrection 
by supplanting observance of the Jewish Sabbath 
with a Christian observance of the first day of the 
week exclusivly. The idea of securing a day of rest 
for slaves was so prominent in the earlier Saxon 
Sunday laws that they set free any slave who 
worked on Sunday at the command of his master. 

When our fathers made federal and state consti- 
tutions divorcing church and state and forbidding 
the enactment of laws respecting an establishment 
of religion, the power was taken away from our 
legislatures to prohibit the free exercise of religious 
observances, or to impose such observances on any 
part of our people. 

But the land was then still full of slaves and per- 
sons bound to service for terms of years, and to 
protect these rather than to enforce the church 
policy of the Byzantine emperor and impose a 
Christian observance upon non-Christians, the old 
Sunday laws were retained. ; 


But he attacked the Bible, men | 


Their enforcement has always been necessarily 
subject to the most inconsistent exemptions, and is 
now. By common consent, rather than through 
any fear of the law, Sunday is observed as a day 
of rest and relaxation by all who can afford it, with 
or without religious incentiv, and in order that 
they may do so multitudes of servants, and of those 
who minister to the daily wants and comforts of 
the public, are compelled and permitted to work on 
that day, taking some other day of rest. 

The customs, wants, and business necessities of 
the people mark the proper line of exemptions in 
the enforcement of this law, and now, when slavery 
is abolished, among these exemptions should be in- 
cluded as “ works of charity and necessity " every- 
thing that ministers to the wholesome or harmless 
enjoyment of the day by the masses. To push the 
enforcement of Sunday laws any further than this 
is to subject the community to a church disciplin 
and church rule for which there is no warrant in our 
constitutions or in the precepts or example.of the 
docui of Ohristianity.—;S. W., in the New York 

orld. 


eg 

Negation. . : 

How frail is life, that as a tongue of light 

Swept by a breeze has vanished in the night! 

‘The form is cold, and stilled the throbbing heart,” 

In these few words our knowledge we impart, 

"Tis all that’s known, and to that silent shore 

The shrinking pilgrim has no pilot o'er. 

Alone, in utter loneliness, alone 

We pass from life into the dark unknown. 

Hope sees a star and prateth of a Name, 

But Wisdom murmurs of his dubious fame, 

We search the past to find the sacred text: 

One age has stoned the prophets of the next; 

Alas! they failed to see the hand divine, 

Nor read the import of the warning sign. 

Faith came at bidding of Tradition’s word, 

Nor to the eye that saw or ear that heard. 

Go, peer into the empty eyeless skull, 

And from the vacuum thine own inference cull; 

"Tis gone, whate’er it was, it is not there, 

Flown is its mirth and perished its despair. 

Did love giv birth, or a divine decree 

Teach us to dream of immortality? 

Lo! we hav placed him in the silent tomb, 

But further trace is lost amid the gloom. 

We lift a prayer against the barren sky 

And strive to pierce it with the mortal eye; 

The prayer is echoed back into the night, 

Dim is the star where hope receives her light. 

Baffled, and bound unto a narrow sphere, 

He looked beyond, but death has met him here. 

We know no more; the form is calm and chill, 

And he who alone might answer lieth still. 

Louis Lagu, 


————— Ó————————— 
The Pope and Rome. 

That is a queer announcement which comes from 
Rome that the pope will resent any participation in 
the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the entry of the Italians into Rome or even any con- 
gratulations to the Italian government upon that 
fact «as injurious and insulting to the pontiff and 
the holy see.” 

It is really about time that his holiness ceased to 
harp on that particular string. It is true that his 
predecessors did govern Rome, and they did it very 
badly. The “states of the church” that used to 
figure in the geographies were very injurious to the 
reputation of the church for ability and integrity. 
In those days Rome was run by a kind of sacerdo- 
tal Tammany, and the beginning of any Roman 
municipal reform movement must hay been directed 
at the papal ring. 

In the second place, twenty-five years is too long 
for anybody to keep on complaining of a grievance 
which is perfectly certain of not being redressed. 
Whoever keeps it up so long is a bore. The present 
pope had an excellent opportunity to strengthen 
the church in Italy by dropping the subject, which 
his predecessor could scarcely hav been expected to 
drop. By continuing to nag the Italian govern- 
ment the pope has forced every Italian to choose 
between being a good Italian and being a good 
Catholic—with results very disastrous to the 
church.— New York Times. 

———————— cen! 

There could be nothing more unreasonable or 
more unjust than the oppression of the Sunday 
laws upon the people in this city. It was well said 
by & recent visitor that a stranger can do nothing 
in New York on Sunday except go to church or 
walk the streets. No man can drive to one of the 
park restaurants for dinner on Sunday and order 
with his meal even a pint of claret. No man can 
play a game of billiards in the most orderly hall in 
the town on Sunday without fear of arrest. Ina 
score of other ways the reasonable liberty of the 
citizen is restrained by laws whose very existence 
is in violation of the fundamental principles of our 
system of government. Yet whenever an effort is 
made to secure the repeal of laws which thus pre- 
scribe religious observances with which the state 
has properly nothing to do, it is defeated by the | 
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| hypocrisy of rural legislators who hav themselvs 


no hesitation in playing poker on Sunday and sell- 
ing their votes on week days, but who impress their 
virtue upon their constituents by their official cham- 
pionship of laws for the observance of “holy time.” 
— World. 


In our issue of March 23d we quoted from the 
American Sentinel the statement that “Robert G. 
Ingersoll declares that he believes it his conscien- 
tious duty to lecture against it [the Bible] for the 
gate receipts minus the expenses.” We mildly crit- 
icised this expression and asked the editor when 
and where Colonel Ingersoll had ssid anything of 
the kind. The editorial writer of the paragraph 
excepted to, Mr. A. F. Ballenger, promptly and 
handsomely responds: 

In our issue of March 14th, we had occasion to de- 
nounce the persecution of Robert G. Ingersoll by certain 
clergymen of Hoboken, N. J., who revived an old statute 
against blasphemy, and attempted thereby to prevent 
Mr. Ingersoll from delivering his lecture against the 
Bible. In this article we carelessly attributed a merce- 
nary motiv to Mr. Ingersoll. This was unjust, both to 
Mr. Ingersoll and the Sentinel. The Sentinel had no 
power, no occasion, and no right to sit in judgment on 
the motivs of any man. 

We are pleased to read these frank words, even 
if the Adventist editor thinks that he penned them 
because he is a Christian—we should say that it 
was because he is a man, something much more 
desirable and noble, in our estimation. What we 
refer to here is this concluding part of the correc- 
tion : 

The Sentinel is Christian, and Christ said: ‘‘If any 
man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not; 
for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.” 

But our Christian friend is surely aware that the 
Bible puts into the mouth of Jesus words which 
express sentiments directly the opposit of that which 
he finds in the declaration he has quoted. Jesus 
called many of his auditors “hypocrits,” a * gener- . 
ation of vipers,” and other equally opprobrious 
names, and told them that they were “cursed " and 
should go away into everlasting fire. Was not this 
judging men? 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprror TauvH Szrexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 


[it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 


ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asareference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Barrer. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tax Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock, Program for May: 

May 17th—‘‘ Moses, Joseph & Oo.” Prof. D. T. Ames. 

May 24th—‘‘ Religion.” Swami Vivekananda. 

May 3ist—‘‘ The Rise of Militarism in the United States,” 
Chas, C. Schmitt. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for May: 

May 19th—‘‘ The Paradise of Shakspere and Goethe.” 
T. B, Wakeman. 
May MS MM We Owe to Freethought.” Henry 
owley. 
Meetings will be resumed the first Sunday in October. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for May: : 
May 19th—Debate: ‘‘ Resolved, That the single gold 
Standard subserves the best interests of the American 
people." Affirmativ, A. B. McAvoy, Acting Assist- 
ant U. S. Treasurer, Cincinnati. Negativ, Att'y A. 
A. Brown, Secretary Bimetallic League. 

May 26th—‘‘The Natural Solution of the Social Prob- 
lem.” Louis F. Post, of New York. 

This will end the season’s course of lectures. 


FRANKLIN Sterner lectures in Lakota, N. D., May 17th 
and 18th, and Hoople, N. D., May 2ist, 22d, and 23d; 
Park River, N. D., 24th, 25th, and 26th; Red Jacket, 
Mich., 30th, 21st, and June ist and 2d; Omega, Wis., 
June 5th; Greenwood, Wis., June 8th and 9th. 


Tus Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:80, every Sunday in War- 
ner's Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications sre on sale at the meeting, 


Tu Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock, All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings, Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Seoretary. 


Tue Soranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Lone Everybody invited, Seeretary, William 

atkins. 


S1i- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| Max 18, 1895 


betters of (iriends. 


New Sub:cribers Who Want the Book. 
Bururmerton, Kax., May 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 as per 
special offer. Wu. Cox. 


Riezey, Iut., April 25, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: Please send Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER and ‘Pictorial Text-Book,” as 
per offer. T. W. Newsy. 


HUNTSVILLE, ARK., April 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Please send Tae TRUTH 
Szrrex and ‘* Pictorial Text-Book,” as 
offered. W. C. MARES. 


La Jost, PA., April 29, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: You will please send the 
** Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book" and 
Tae Trauta Serxer. Yours truly, 
D. W. SHIVELY. 
Spring Bnoox, Can., April 23, 1895. 
Mr. Epitor: You will find $3 inclosed 
as a year’s subscription to Tug TRUTH 
Seeker and * Pictorial Text-Book.” 
ROBERT STEWART. 


Rauway, N. J., April 25, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor; I inclose $3 for a year, 
and desire to take advantage of the pre- 
mium offar of the ** Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book.” ADRIAN U. TREADWELL. 


Mananoy Prang, Pa., April 29, 1895. 
Mz. Eprtor: Please find inclosed $3, 
for which send Tux TRUTH SEEKER and 
the '*Freethinker!s Pictorial Text. Book.” 

Respectfully, V. Danxszys. 


N. Peterssure, N. Y., May 2, 1895. 
. Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $3, for one 
year’s subscription to THz TRUTH SEEKER 
and *' Pictorial Text-Book.” 
. Yours, truly, R. E. BRIMMER. 


New Urm, Miny., April 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.00, for 
which please send me THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year, and *' Pictorial Text-Book,” 
as per offer. Yours truly, A. M. Roos, 


Potnp, Wis., April 22, 1895. 
Mr, Eprron: Iinelose $8 for one year’s 
subscription to THz TRUTH SEEKER. I 
had a sample copy of your paper, which 
I liked very much. Also send the ‘‘ Picto- 
rial Text-Book”’ as per offer. 
Yours truly, B. GissENAAS. 


Avzurn, N. Y., April 25, 1895. 
Mr. Epiror: Please send Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER to Mr. H. B. Day, and ‘ Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” as per 
premium offer. We will use it together. In- 
closed find $3.60. Send me three copies 
Ingersoll’s ‘‘ About the Holy Bible.” 
S. J. STRICKLAND. 


Burrs Orry, Mont., April 23, 295. 
Mr. Eprror: I will avail myself of your 
liberal oftər. Inclosed fiud $3, for which 
send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year and the 
** Preethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book.” 
With wishes for the success of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, Iam, yours for liberty, 
i T. D. Hynps. 


HavzRHILL, Mass., April 23, 1895. 
Mr. Enprrong: Please find inclosed $6. 
Send Tue Troura SEEKER for one year to 
F. E. Croston, and also mail him the 
** Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book,” and 
send me the paper for one year and the same 


book. The doctor's book has come; he is | 


S. C. SABIN. 


EUREKA SPRINGS, ARK., April 24, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: The book I want is the 
** Freethinker's Pictorial  Text.Book." 
Please send me the paper also for one year. 
I am very. favorably impressed with it; 
did not know there was such a paper pub- 
lished. I hav just read the ** Age of Rea- 
son.” Yours truly, A. J. Freeman. 


more than pleased with it. 


Ssp, Can., April 27, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Here comes Robert Rainey 
with his $3 for the ‘‘ Text-Book " and the 
paper for one year. 

And stiil the world moves; and Thomas 
Paine’s works and Putnam's ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” if rightly 
studied, will surely revolutionize the 
world. Jas. W. M. HAMPTON. 


CLEVELAND, O., April 28, 1895. 
Mr, EprroB: Please enter my name for 


one year and Watson Heston's **Freethink- | us posted regarding what the enemies of | Another point I desired to make was 


er’s Pictorial Text-Book." Also send me 
“Design Fallacies,” ‘‘ Pulpit, Pew, and 
Cradle," ‘*The Giant Delusion,” ‘‘Sci- 
ence vs. Religion," and ANwNvar. In- 
closed please find $8.70. Your friend, 
Fren. W. Mornoox. 


River Faras, Wis., May 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $4.25—$3 to 
pay for Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year, with 
the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book," and $1.25 for 
the pamphlets named. - 
I am a poor old man, and it is very 
hard times for money, but I want to hear 
from Mr. Putnam as often as I can while 
he is on the other side of the Atlantic. 
And I want very much to hear all about 
the trial of Mr. Wise; and, in fact, I want 
to read TuE TRUTH SEEKER generally, and 
I don’t think I could possibly hav spared 
the money now only to get the “ Pictorial 
Text-Book" free. I want a good many 

books and will get them 8s fast as I can. 
Ever for truth and the right, I remain 

while I liv, as firm as the rock of ages, 
Respectfully yours, 
L. L. RroganpsoN. 


CONNELLSVILLE, PA., April 21, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3. Send 
Tae TRUTH SEgExER and ''Freethinker's 
Pictorial Text-Book.” I like your paper 
because of its aggressiv fight against theo- 
cratic despotism. I think you are deserv- 
ing of all praise and the hearty support of 
Liberals in your uncompromising war- 
fare upon the ene mies of our secular gov- 
ernment. 

Iam not a new recruit in the ranks of 
Liberalism, but a tough veteran; hav been 
a Liberal all my life, and expect to remain 
one to the finish. 

Those pictures of Heston’s are amusing 
to old and tried Freethinkers, but in my 
opinion their effects upon the minds of 
those who are just becoming emancipated 
from the fetters of orthodoxy are not all 
we would wish. Although sick and tired 
of religion, it seems to me so re of those 
cartoons repel rather than attract. But 
perhaps some nt(ed the truth presented to 
them just that way. I am but a lowly 
toiler bound in the treadmill of an unjust 
competitiv system which I hope to see 
destroyed by co-operation. I hav to work 
six days in the week, and even violate the 
whole or a part of the sacred day in order 
to keep up with the procession. 

But Ifavor any just and truthful work 
that will, in the words of the glorious old 
colonel, ‘‘ free men's minds from the fet- 
ters of a degrading faith." H. Austin. 


He Wants Some Good Books. 
OssBorn, O., April 20, 1895. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $7.05 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and the books listed. 
Cuas. MoK1NNEÉY. 


It Beats the Preacher. 

HAMBURGA, CAL., April 19, 1895. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 for THE 
TRUTA SEEKER one year and the $2.75 
Badge-pin. . Times are hard here at 
present, and I am poor, though I think I 
am as honest as the common run of sky- 
pilots, and I am still studying the contents 
of **Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

It beats the pulpit-pounder. 
Jas. W. M. Hampton. 


Helping Mr. Fleckten. 
Linpen, Mion., April 25, 1895. 

Mr. Epitor: I send you $6; $5 for my 
subscription for two years, and $1 to help 
Mr. Fleckten keep the flag above the 
Bible. 

T should like to hav heard Mr. Putnam 
when he lectured at Red Jacket, 

There was a priest here getting mem- 
bers for a colony in Canada. Many Can- 
adians and good Catholic dupes are now 
coming back, and those who had no money 
are having to foot it. Ezra Guappina, 


He Wishes to Be Well-Informed, 
Frepon, N. Y., April 29, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.25 for a 
continuance of THz TRUTH Szexer, and 
the Annvat for 1895. 

I must continue my subscription to your 
valuable paper or else be left in the dark 
concerning the events that occur all 
around us. Its shining pages tell what 
our friends are doing to hold aloft the ban- 
ner of the free and at the same time keep 


Freethought are doing to trample the flag 
of our country in the dust of superstition. 
Pumy Sars. 


Eight to One. 
Sreinman, OR., April 15, 1895. 
Mr. Epitor: I read ‘‘Maria Monk” 
several years ago, but I got this one fora 
friend of mine who is a Catholic, and I am 
glad to say that he has given up his church 
and is an earnest Freethinker. There are 
only nine men in this place (a railroad 
town), and eight of them are Freethinkers. 
I think that is quite a record breaker. 
You will please excuse me for writing 
such a long letter, but I had to tell you 
about our humble efforts to help the great 
cause. Harry DuNDas. 


He Was Always a Freethinker. 
PARKERSBURG, W. VA., April 18, 1895. 
Mr. Enprron: As my subscription is al- 
most out again, and I don't wish to miss 
one number, lsend in time. I hav been 
taking the paper some fifteen years, and it 
has been getting better all the time. I re- 
ceived ‘‘ Four Hundred Years” some time 
ago and am ever so well pleased with the 
book. Every Freethinker should hav one. 
Please send two of Paine’s ‘‘Common 
Sense,” one ANNUAL, and one ‘‘ Liberal 
Hymn Book.” I send you $5; $1 is for 
the Wise Fund. Ihope he may beat them. 

I was born April 15, 1815, so I am four- 
score years. I hay been a Freethinker all 
my life, and h^pe all will be before an- 
other twenty years. 

Yours as ever, 


s We Learn to Do by Doing.’ 
SPRINGFŒÆLD, Mass., March 81, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I would like to assist you 
in some of your aggressiv and defensiv en. 
terprises, but it seems to me like a hope- 
less case. Freethinkers are not yet nu- 
merically strong enough to influence the 
lawmakers. Christian statesmen will be 
likely to make laws favoring their religion, 
notwithstanding arguments and petitions 
to the contrary. 

J. B. Wise I am sorry for, but no matter 
how the case is decided, it will be a Free- 
thought victory. Remember also that 
**the blood of martyra is the seed of the 
church.” We must wait till the people 
get educated. E. O. TUTTLE. 

[No, we must not wait until the people 
get to be educated—we must educate them. 
—Enr. T. 8.) 


LEONARD WALTERS. 


He Shocked the Orthodox Farmers. 

ADRIAN, April 29, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send $2, one 
each for the J. P. Wise and Fleckten 
Funds. I wish every Liberal and Free- 
thinker. who has a dollar to spare would 
lend a hand to help fight the battle for 
freedom. I don’t expect to be able much 
longer to help the cause; am old and fee. 
ble and am anxious to do what I can while 
Istay. I was reading in one of our secu- 
lar papers just now of Mr. Richard Rogers, 
who at a farmers’ club introduced the sub- 
ject of taxing church property. He was 
the only one in favor, while others had 
never thought on the subject, it being an 
orthodox crowd. Please send THe TRUTH 
SEEKER and pamphlet ‘‘Church Proper- 
ty,” or whatever else you hav, to help the 
discussion, as it will be likely to come up 
again, as the farmers often meet and dis- 
cuss different topics. Mr. Rogers is an in- 

telligent man and well-to-do farmer. 
Truly yours, CAROLINE L. Rion, 


He Was Not Entirely Serious, 
RurTLAND, Yr., May 6, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: Concerning my letter in 
your paper of May 4th, you remark: **If 
friend Orcutt wil read Mr. Severance’s 
letter again, he will see that the latter 
gentleman did not buy a pew in a church, 
but a pew from a dismantled church, and 
so the remark about ‘p’aying the hypo- 
erit'is hardly apposit." I àm glad you 
said this, for it had not occurred to me 
that I had been careless and seemed to 
take Mr. Severance seriously. I did not 
mean to be understood as calling him a 
hypocrit, personally, but to emphasize the 
fact I understood him to set forth, namely, 
that itis almost impossible for any person 
to prosper, under our present social sys- 
tem, without playing the part of the hyp- 
ocrit. 


that the real sin one commits in gambling 
does not consist, as our long-faced God- 
worshipers teach, in the act of playing 
with cards, or shaking dice, because such 
practice leads to bad habits, but consists in 
the act of the winner taking that which 
does not belong to him—that for which he 
has performed no service. 
- A, A. OROUTT. © 


Has His Eyes Open. 
"Vxovon, Cox., April 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1, for which 
send me ''Men, Women, and Gods;" 
ANNUAL; ‘*The Foolishness of Prayer," 
and ‘‘ Jingles and Prose." 

I am like many others: I love Tma 
TRUTH SEEKER, but I move about so much 
that I cannot always subscribe, but buy it 
at news-stands when they keep it. I hav 
often wished to write of a find I made in 
Kansas at a little station north of Win- 
field; I hav forgotten the name. I was 
walking between the main tracks and no- 
ticed a piece of slate that had been thrown 
off an engin, sparkling in the sunlight 
just after a shower of rain. On picking it 
up I saw one side was partly covered with 
a petrified mat resembling rag carpet; the 
filling, or woof, was of bark. On trying 
to break off one end all the impression fell 
off. It is something to think of. The coal 
was mined in Kansas, but where I don’t 
know. Iwasalso in Guatemala and Span- 
ish Honduras, C. A., last summer and went 
to see the old ruins of Chepulco in Guate- 
mala, and those of Capon in Honduras. 
There were large monuments with written 
histories of dynasties. But who can read 
them in this age? My regards to Tue 
Teora SEEKER family. 

James MIDDLETON. 


How They do Love One Another ! 
May 2, 1895. 

Mz. Epitor: St. Louis was in an uproar 
on Sunday over an editorial in The West- 
ern Watchman, a Roman Catholic paper 
edited by Father Phelan, pastor of one of 
the St. Louis Catholic churches. The edi- 
torial savagely denounced the Christian 
Endeavor societies and Epworth Leagues 
as instrumentalities of social corruption. 
The following extract givs the flavor of 
Father Phelan's pronunciamiento: 

The associations of Christian Endeavor 
and the Epworth League number over 
100,000 young men and women. Every 
one of them expects, hopes, and labors to 
get married. They are activly engaged in 
courtiogand flirting when not most activly 
busy in singing and praying. These 
young people are very much in each other’s 
company. These two associations go off 
from home thousands of miles, and stay 
weeks away from the parental roof, with 
no one to protect them from the wiles of 
the vicious. Last summer 30,000 people 
met in a large city in the East and stayed 
huddled together in hotels and private 
houses for two whole weeks. These 30,000 
people were actually courting, flirting, 
etc., and they were thrown into promiscu- 
ous company, and free to roam at their 
own sweet will whithersoever their passion 
might lead. The corrupting tendency of 
such heterogeneous gatherings of young 
people cannot be overestimated, and for 
downright viciousness and depravity they 
hav never been equaled since the horrid 
saturnalia of Greece and Rome. 

Every observing person may draw his 
own inferences concerning Father Phelan’s 
remarksagainst the Christian Endeavorers, 
What he says may bo true in a measure, 
and we may also, in a large measure, con- 
sider his remarks as the outcome of jealous 
bigotry which has always characterized 
religious denominations. Looxmr-On, 


A Good Word for Mr. Wise. 

CovNorn Grove, KAn., April 18, 1895. 

Mr, Eprror: I am glad to be able to re- 
spond to your request to delinquents to 
send something on subscription, and you 
will find inclesed $3. 

I do not think your paper has many 
readers more fully in accord with its edi- 
torial matter than myself. I hav been a 
reader of Toe TRUTH SEEKER for several 
years, and in all that time hav seen but 
few things in its editoria] columns that I 
could not fully indorse. Can say as much, 
too, for the ** Observations.” But I think 
there is an occasional slop-over in the 
“Letters of Friends" department, and 
while there are some splendid lettera 
among them, I think, on the whole, the 
paper would do more good if the space 


May 18, 1895] 
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taken up by that department were filled 
with other matter, say an extra editorial 
and a few more of Brother George's ** Ob- 
servations.” 

I think the cartoons are a good feature. 
I especially enjoyed Mr. Reed’s article in 
the issue of April 20th, on the ** Remedy 
for Political Ills.” But I do not believe a 
Freethought journal should giv space to 
discussions of political questions. 

I recently moved here from near Olay 
Center, Kan., and am personally ac- 
quainted with J. B. Wise. He is an earn- 
est worker in our cause; & man of good 
character, and deserves and needs the 
financial support of the Freethought fra- 
ternity in his coming trial. I am not much 
acquainted here yet. If you hav other 
subscribers than myself here I would like 
you to let me know their names. I secured 
Bell and others for lectures at Oak Hill 
while living there, and they did much 
good. Shall stir the animals up here later 
on. W. D. Gwin. 


Female Influence. 
LzxiNGToN, KY., April 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I hay just had the pleas- 
ure of hearing a lecture on woman suf- 
frage, by Mrs. J. K. Henry. She is a can- 
didate for the office of superintendent of 
public schools. Miss Laura Olay, & most 
charming lady and philanthropist, in- 
dorsed briefly what she said. It is easy to 
prove that women hav the right to vote, 
and none but tyrants would wish to deny 
them the privilege. The moment this 
right is recognized her influence will be- 
come very great, and badly do the schools 
need the exercise of her power. 

Mrs. Henry is in favor of mental free- 
dom, and will never wish to ‘‘ prejudice 
the mind of a child.” As the child is the 
father of the man, of course, the future of 
our country lies folded in that bud. 

'The situation is justthis: All our schools 
are Sunday-schools, and Protestants are 
the very ones who wish to hav it so. Our 

. children ought to hav a thorough scientific 
education. 

If the subject of religion is introduced 
into the public school; to the detriment, 
as we think, of the mind of the child, it 
will be done by a sneaking company of 
artful wire-pullers, who will spice their 
catechisms with spurious political theories. 
Thousands of cowardly and weakminded 
people will allow their children’s heads to 
be crammed with lies and silly tales about 
spooks aud witches, when they ought to 
be studying their grammar and history, 
thus causing this variegated republic to be 
the laughing-stock of the world another 
thousand years. 

In many countries religion is supported 
by the stato, but the people are not forced 
to go to church, are not persecuted. 
Women should no longer be ‘‘ like dumb 
driven cattle.” People like to be ruled by 
tricksters in this frivolous century. Soon 
the children will be handed over to knaves 
and our lovely land to Abaddon. Let the 
secular schools drag along—at your peril ! 

Respectfully, ALHAZA. 


Happy Becanse They Were Happy. 
Laxe Geneva, Wis., April 21, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: In a late number of your 
paper I read an account of & minister of 
the gospel explaining that Cain got his 
wife from his father-in-law’s house, and 
being asked whereabouts Osin’s father-in- 
law’s house was, answered, ‘‘I don’t know; 
I wasn’t there!" How surprising! Things 
that are almost considered impossibilities 
may sometimes happen! Here is actually 
a minister who tells the truth about some- 
thing in the Bible. How much better it 
would be if all preachers were equally 
honest! To almost any question concern- 
ing the Bible, they might giv. the same 
truthful answer, for instance: 

Question: ‘‘ Did ever a God make a man 
of dust and a woman of one of his ribs?” 

Answer: ‘‘ I don’t know; I wasn’t there.” 

Q. “Did ever a God expose a certain 
part of himself to a man on a mountain?” 

A. “I don’t know; I wasn't there." 

Q. '*Was ever a virgin found with child 
of the Holy Ghost?" 

A, The same. 
- Q. Is there a heaven? Is there a hell? 
The same answer fits. How much better 
it would be if preachers were to tell 
what they know, instead of what they don’t 
know, though I suppose the average min- 
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ister would be able to say but mighty little 
in that case. Still, even now they are of 
some benefit. I always feel better after 
listening to a red-hot hell-fire sermon; I 
feel happy and thankful that I am not 
built that way, that I cannot believe their 
absurd fables, The average preacher’s 
sermon resembles what Macbeth says 
about life: ‘‘It isa tale told by an idiot, 
full of sound and fury, signifying noth- 
ing.” The following translated extract 
from & Lutheran priest’s sermon shows the 
profound depth of their observations: 
*And behold! my beloved brethren, I 
proclaim unto you there was joy in Jerusa- 
lem! and wherefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, wherefore was there joy in Jerusalem? 
Verily! it was because they were joy- 
ful!" Yours truly, EwinJonuwsow. 


One of Nature's Noblemen, 
Dwieut, Inn, April 21, 1895. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed is $10, for **Four 
Handred Years of Freethought,” Tue 
Trura SEEKER for one year, **Freethink- 
er’s Pictorial Text-Book,” and ‘‘ Cosmian 
Hymn Book.” I had written to you to dis- 
continue our Truta Sexxer, Mr. Johnson 
thinking he was too sick to read any more, 
but I don’t feel as if I could keep house 
without it. Mr. Johnson died on the 13th 
of April; he had been sick a year anda 
half. He had been afflicted with a fever 
sore since he was fourteen years of age; 
had been a great sufferer all through life, 
but was always very patient and cheerful. 
He was a great reader; read the daily pa- 
pers until. two days before his death. He 
was confined to his bed about four months 
and suffered intense pain, and often ssid 
he wished he might pass quietly away, and 
his wish was granted at last. He had no 
fear of death whatever or of hell. He 
thought it was as natural to die as it was 
to be born. His friends often made the 
remark, ‘‘You wait until you get on your 
death-bed, then you will change.” But 
he never experienced that change. He 
always enjoyed life superbly when not in 
bodily pain, and was happy with his little 
family. He.leaves a wife and one daughter 
fourteen years old to mourn his loss, five 
boys having gone before, four dying within 
the short space of two weeks with that 
dreaded disease, scarlet fever. He was 
born in Sterling, Conn, and was in his 
sixty-ninth year. He came West when 
twenty-four years of age; was a book- 
agent fifteen years; later his occupation 
was farming; and at the time of his death 
he was a retired farmer. Franklin Steiner 
delivered the funeral address, which was 
very appropriate and satisfactory. He 
also read a biography of Mr. Johnson, 
written by Rev. O. W. Pollard, an ex- 
Methodist minister. He was called an 
honest man by all, and one not afraid to 
speak his mind at all times and in all 
places. He had been a stanch Freethinker 
all his life. His funeral was largely at- 
tended by people of all denominations, 

Mrs, T. J. JoHNson, 


The Effect of United and Aggressiv Free- 
thought. 
Paumer, Mass., April 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: One day, as I was ponder- 
ing over the subject of traditions, eto., 
these sweetly solemn thoughts oscurred to 
me and I thought Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
readers might enjoy thinking of them also: 
Bono Deo! Bono Diavolo! Bono Tem- 
po! What a jolly kick-up, rumpus, and 


breaking up there would be of theological. 


cliques and clans if all the Liberals, Free- 
thinkers, Atheists, and Infidels of this land 
of boasted freedom should combine their 
forces! Donner and blitzen! what a grand 
upheaval would arise from & thorough 
shaking of the sacerdotal robes. Hi jin- 
goes! just think for a moment what would 
happen if the Freethinkers took enough 
interest in the matter to organize and to 
promulgate their gospel broadcast like 
unto the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions or Christian Endeavorites. But the 
Freethinker has no hopes of a future para- 
disaical existence to spur him on, and so the 
Age of Reason struggles slowly forward. 
Occasionally some doctor of divinity sees 
the error of his course and breaks away 
quite heretically as well as heroically. 

I notice some of your correspondents 
criticise your cartoons. Now, I should 
like to hav a word-to say in their favor. I 
consider them the most spicy and interest- 


ing part of your paper. Always bear it in 
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soon as I am able will hav a few thousand 


mind that the Americans are a people who | copies printed, one or two thousand copies 


love to be amused as well as instructed, 


of which I intend to giv away, and would 


and of the two I believe they prefer the ! like to sell enough to get my money back. 


amusement, How many are there, for 
Christ’s sake, who will carefully read 
through Professor Totten’s chronology 
or chronological tables? Very few, I ween. 
Even the dignified supporters of the 
churches recognize the fact that the peo- 
ple must be amused part of the time in 
order to be made more docil and submissiv 
to the laborious process of swallowing the 
story of Adam and Eve’s apple. The 
plagues of Egypt also come in for their 
share of the ramming process. The su- 
perstitious infants accept without a squall 
the tale of Moses in the bulrushes. The 
pitiful tale of Christ's crucifixion is well 
calculated to excite the sympathies of un- 
questioning hearers, but a study of the 
whole career of Christ’s life fails to con- 
vince us of the divinity of that man. We 
might accept his priestly origin without a 
murmur, but as for his heavenly origin, 
murmur we must thereat, hoping that we 
are not necessarily murmuring against 
any of the celestial beings. Trusting you 
will continue the manufacture of those 
spicy cartoons, in which we can read the 
truth at a glance, I remain an unbeliever 
of the revelation as revealed by the Bible, 
LEONIDAS ANDERSON. 


Good Places for Missionary Work. 

Leon, Ia., April 24, 1895. 
Mr. EprroR: Twice each year I visit 
Van Wert, Ia., and invariably hav a dis- 
cussion with some one and sometimes half 
8 dozen in the hotel concerning the Bible 
and religion, and I finally got the pro- 
prietor, Mr. T. Price, to agree to take Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER for three months. He told 
me a few days ago that every time the pa- 
per comes now there is a hustle among 
the boarders to see which one can get it 
first, and I see there is a letter in a late 


issue of TRE TRUTH SEEKER from S. K.’ 


Dennis, of Van Wert, which shows that 
my efforts at thet place hav not been en- 
tirely fruitless, and I hope that when I 
make my next visit to that town I may se- 
eure one or two subscribers to Toe TRUTH 
Seexer. I believe a little sensible talk 
and a few copies of the paper in almost 
any hotel will in course of time free the 
minds of the priest-ridden souls who 
only need a taste of truth to get them to 
like it. How could a bird know that it 
would like freedom if it had always been 
shut up in a cage? How can a man know 
the enjoyment there is in seeing if he was 
born blind? 

Let us anoint their eyes with a little rea- 
son, and someof them will gradually open; 
and in course of time they will see clearly 
and will be useful and happy. 

I suggest that every Freethinker who 
ean use his brain and tongue to good ad- 
vantage should do so, for you will some- 
times sprout a seed of reason and start it 
growing where there at first appears to be 
none. 

But there are many good, honest Chris- 
tian men and women who are intelligent, 
and who would be reasoners if they only 
had their little seed of reason sprouted. 
But we must not be discouraged because 
we cannot accomplish this in one conver- 
sation. It sometimes takes many conver- 
sations, and sometimes months and years, 
to reform a man. It was so with myself. 
For many months I was afraid to allow 
myself to think a free and unfettered 
thought, and when I did allow my mind 
to think freely for & few minutes I would 
immediately afterwards imagin that I 
heard the fires of hell snapping in my ears, 

I suggest that each and every man, who 
possibly can, send one dollar’s worth .f 
TRUTH SEEKERS to some hotel, for there 
they will be sure to fall into the hands of 
some one who will in time be benefited 
thereby, and by and by he will become 
free to think without the fear of hell, and 
become a worker in the cause of Free- 
thought. Of course many seeds will fall 
on poor soil, and be wasted; but some will 
fall on good soil, and bring forth fruits 
abundantly. I hav done a great deal of 
talking, and spent a little money in buying 
and circulating Freethought literature, 
and am now beginning to see the fruits of 
my labors. I hav written a little book en- 
titled ‘*The Old Spook Story; or, Pro- 
miscuous Blisters on the Bible,” and as 


I did not write it for financial gain, but 
for the good I hope it may do. WhenI 
am no longer here I want some people to 
be benefited because I hav been. 

Let this be the sim of all and the world 
will be better, aud we will die better satis- 
fied with our lives. Frang Coox. 


What! The Infidel Slayer in Gotham. 
New Yonr, April 29, 295. 

Mr. Eprron: An elderly gentleman with 
a growth of whiskers resembling the pict- 
uzes of Bible characters, spoke at tha 
Young Men’s Ohristian Association build- 
ing, Twenty-third street, at four o’clock, 
Sunday, April 28th, on the ‘‘ Mistakes of 
Moses." This defender of Moses comes 
from Boston and givs his name as H. L. 
Hastings. He has some trinkets and 
charms with him in the form of five and 
ten cent pamphlets, which he labels with 
the pugnacious name of ** Anti-Infidel Li- 
brary.” 

There sat on the platform some secreta- 
ries of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion who winked sanetimoniously when a 
point seemed to be scored by the speaker 
in defense of Moses. One of these follow- 
ers offered a prayer in which it was not 
difficult to see, by the aid of the imagina- 
tion, the slimy tail of the serpent of Infi- 
delity, from the believers’ point of view. 
It was evident the prayer was intended to 
make gods and men shudder. 

The speaker scoffed at the advanced 
thought of the day and would hav the 
young men who heard him accept Moses’ 
notions of the origin and formation of the 
earth in preference to the discoveries and 
splendid generalizations of the geologists, 
astronomers, chemists, and thinkers of the 
present age. In other words, he prefers 
the crude imaginings of Moses to the 
scientific discoveries of the best and ablest 
men now living or dead. With him it is 
Moses against Darwin, Spencer, Hum- 
boldt, Haeckel and such men. He prefers 
Moses, because Moses did not know 
enough to say ** I do not know " and stick 
to it until he did know, but, merely to 
make his fellow savages think him wise, 
attributed the existence of things to an act 
of ereation by the three letters G-o-d. 

I was at Barnum & Bailey's show the 
other night, where in the ethnological con- 
gress are semi-nude savages, with minds 
superstitious and uncultured. They 
jumped about one another on a platform, 
wielding and clicking war clubs for the 
amusement of the upturned pale faces. 
Now, I suppose that Moses was just about 
such a fellow as one of those savage chiefs, 
only his skin may not hav been of exactly 
the same shade. As Colonel Ingersoll 
says, no doubt anyone of those beings 
could tell all about the beginning and for 
mation of everything in nature, or if they 
hav not well defined notions of their own, 
they would probably without hesitation 
accept Moses’ notions of creation. 

Why do Mr. Hastings and other like 
survivals continue to afflict an enlightened 
public with such doctrins, perhaps sup- 
posing they are takeu seriously? I will 
tell. The populace are not such a lot of 
fools as he wants to take them to be, and 
the average citizen to-day is on the look- 
out for plausible theological lies. The 
owners of stocks and bonds iu & business 
undertaking are not going to see their 
means of subsistence deteriorated in value 
by anything that can be said, if they can 
help it. So with the church. It is a busi- 
ness enterprise in which untaxed millions 
are invested and the certificates of stock 
are the Holy Bible, Moses, creation, God— 
such words with or without meaning—and 
the parties in interest, if they can help it, 
are hot going to see their means of sub- 
sistence depreciated by anything that can 
be said. 

When will Moses’ friends giv this tired 
world a rest, so as to let us think of some- 
thing else besides refuting their twaddle? 
Answer, Mr. Hastings. L. D. ORINE. 

HEIC Cra 
Mortuary—A. W. Berry. 
Grovzzsvrnug, N. Y., April 29, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: Hon. A. W. Berry died on 
the 9th of February, 1895. He was a sub- 
soriber to Tae TRUTH SEEKER from the 
time of its foundation by D. M. Bennett. 

Respectfully yours, Gxo. O. BERRY, 
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Children’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiona for this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations : 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Dolly’s Lesson. 


Come here, you nigoramus! 
I'm ’shamed to hav to fess 

You don’t know any letter 
*Cept just your cookie S. 


Now listen, and I'il tell you— 
This round hole's name is O, 
And when you put a tail in 
It makes it Q, you know. 


And if it has a front door 
'To walk in at, it's C. 

Then make a seat right here 
To sit on, and it's G. 


And this tall letter, dolly, 
: Is T, and stands for me; 
And when it puts a hat on, 
It makes a cup o’ T. 


And curly I is J, dear, 
Aud half of Bis P. 

And E without his slippers on 
Is cnly F, you see! 


You turn A upside downwards, 
And people call it Y; 

Andif it’s twins, like this one, 
W "twill be. 

Now, dolly, when you learn 'em. 
You'll know a grea’ big heap— 

Most much's I—ÓO dolly ! 
I b'lieve you've gone asleep! 
M r 


A Boy's Worst Foe. 


Don't send my boy where your girl can't go 

And say, '* There's no danger for boys, you know, 
Becau:e they all hav their wild oats to sow." 
These is no more excuse for my boy to be low 
Then your girl. Then please do not tell him so. 


Don’t send my boy where your girl can’t go, 
For a boy or a girl sin is sin, you know, 
And my baby boy's hands are aa clean and white, 
Ard his heart is as pure as your girl's to-night. 
—Woman’s Votce. 
c_i 


Auleta. 


Auleta Irving, although a pretty child, 
could not be called really beautiful. Yet 
her mother, who loved her best because 
she knew her best, would look upon her 
asleep in her little bed at night, and say: 
“Keren Happuch" (Hebrew for child of 
beauty). She called her thus less on ac- 
count of any external beauty, than because 
of her disposition, which was indeed very 
sweet. She was thoroughly unselfish, and 
very affectionate. Living in an atmosphere 
of love, à heaven at home, she knew not 
the meaning of hate or envy. She loved 
every one, and all things. When she was 
six years old her mamma was taken very 
ill. For time her life was in the greatest 
danger. She finally, however, recovered 
sufficiently to leave her couch the greater 
part of the day. She could even walk 
about the house at times, but gained no 
farther than this. 

At length the physician ordered her 
abroad. *''She wil never recover health 
and strength here," he asserted. Mrs. 
Whitney, a half-sister of Mr. Irving, con- 
sented for a certain sum to take charge of 
Auleta. Mrs. Irving’s mind was weak and 
unbalansed by her illness, or she would 
never hay consented to such an arrange- 
ment. Mr. Irving thought only of his 
wife’s recovery. So Auleta went from a 
home of love to an abode almost directly 
the opposit. Here she was forced to learn 
to hate, and to envy children who had 
their mamma with them. She arrived here 
in the evening. ‘‘ Won't you kiss me good- 
night?" she asked of Mrs. Whitney, after 
she had been put to bed. 

“Kiss you good-night! What for, I 
should like to know? If you think I'm 
going to hav any such nonsense as that in 
this house, you are grandly mistaken." 

Auleta looked up greatly surprised, say- 
ing: ‘Mamma always did, except when 
she was too sick." 

**T don't know as I am obliged to bea 
fool because she was." 

“My mamma wasn’t a fool, and you 
musn’t say so any more.” 

**T shall say what I please, miss. 
you going to say your prayers?" 

*5 Say my prayers! What is that?” 
** Oh, such awful ignorance! It'salucky 
thing that your ma was sick so you could 


Ain't 


come to some one who would teach you 
something. Don’t know anything sbout 
God, I suppose?" 

** No. Ll 

Mrs. Whitney then commenced a long 
dirquisition in which she gave Auleta the 
information that God made the world, 
made her, made everything. This and 
much more. Before it was ended Auleta 
wasasleep. The next night she was made 
to say the usual: 


‘Now I lay me” ete. 

One day she put the very common query, 
“Who made God?” 

“I don’t suppose anyone made him,” 
was the reply. 

** He couldn't make himself,” remarked 
Auleta. 

** Of course not. 
suppose.” 

**'Then perhaps the world did.” 

“No, it didn't; God made everything 
except himself.” 

“I should think some one would hav 
had to make God, and some one else made 
the one who made God, and so on." 

** Well, they didn’t.” 

* I don't see how you know. 
you said?" 

** Yes, of course.” 

“I should think it would be more polite 
tosay Mr. God. Isn’t there a Mrs. God?” 

** Oh, my goodness; did I ever hear the 
like before? Of course not.” 

“I should think there ought to be." 

** Well there hadn't." 

Auleta mused awhile, then asked: ** Did 
Mr. God make the sky out of toadstools, 
then paint it blue?" 

Mrs. Whitney held up her hands, and 
with horror depicted in her countenance, 
gasped out, ‘‘ For mercy’s sake don’t ask 
me apy more questions.” Some time 
afterward Auleta queried: ‘‘ What is 
heaven?” ; 

** A nice place above the sky which God 
made for good people and children, not 
the bad ones." 

** Did Mr. God—" 

** Don't say Mr. God, say just God." 

“I think Mr. sounds better than just." 

“Oh, dear me. I didn't mean you 
should say just, but say God without any 
Mr. or anything else before it.” 

“Oh. But that don’t sound quite po- 
lite." 

“I can’t help it.” 

** Where do bad people and children go 
when they die?" 

‘To an awful bad place called hell.” 

“You say Iam a naughty girl. Am I 
too naughty to go to heaven?” 

** Yes, you are.” 

** Well, I ain't half so bad and mean as 
God is, for I would make everyone good, 
and a beautiful heaven for them; and no 
bad people and children, and no bad 
place.” 

‘You awful wicked girl. You shut up 
now, and don’t ask me any more questions 
either for one while. Get your hat and 
we'll go to walk.” 

** You love me a little, don't you, or you 
wouldn't take me to walk." 

**No, I don't. I take you to walk be- 
cause your father told me to every day 
when it was pleasant weather." 

Auleta could scarcely repress her sobs, 
and did so only by the greatest effort. It 
was so hard not to be loved any. She 
was silent during the walk, and it was a 
long time before she ventured to again 
question Mrs. Whitney. 

One day after much soliloquizing she 
asked: 

“ What do people do in heaven?” 

“Kneel, play on harps, and sing," was 
the reply. 

“All the time?” 

** T suppose so." 

“And you call that a nice place. I don’t. 
Why, I'd get so tired I wouldn't know 
what to do. I don't want to go there, I 
am sure." 

‘There is no danger. 
worry." 

**'Too bad, am I?" 

66 Yes. ” 

** Then I'll keep on being bad,” 

** Oh, you terrible child!" 

** What do they do in hell?" 

** Serve the devil, and "— she was going 
io add, ''writhe in the flames," but for 
some resson went no farther. 

*And what?" Auleta asked. 


He always existed, I 


God is he, 


You needn’t 


** No matter.” 

** Who is the devil?" 

“A fallen angel.” 

“A fallen angel. What made him fall? 
Where did he fall from?” 

“I shan’t answer any more questions.” 

**Please tell me that." Mrs. Whitney 
shut her lips very firmly together and 
wonld not open them to say more. Some 
time after this Auleta again questioned: 

**Is every one that's good, kind?" 

**Y og, » 

**'Then you are not good, for you are 
hardly ever kind; and I am sorry, for un- 
less hell is à monstrous big place where we 
could liv apart, I don't think we both 
ought to go there." 

“What an awful child you are. 
I take all the care of you?" 

‘Yes, because you are paid for doing it. 
Not because you are kind, and love me." 

** Of course I don't lovesuch a bad child 
as youare. I don’t know who could?" 

‘My mamma could. She thinks it 
makes people good to love them." 

“I don't believe she'll love such a ter- 
rible bad girl as you've got to be, if she 
livs to ever come home, which is doubt- 
ful." 

The thought that her mamma might not 
love her she never entertained for a mo- 
ment, an instant even. She clasped her 
hands convulsivly together, and turned an 
agonized face toward the door, through 


Don’t 


which she would hav wildly fled. Bat her 


papa stood there; and by his side her 
mamma, once more well, both mentaliy 
and physically. 
Auleta and she sprang into them. 
SADIE ATHENA Macoon. 
aoet a ey 
LrrrugE CHanrrE (not quite four) was 
eaught doing something naughty. His 
mother called him into the house and asked 
him to tell her how it happened, and all 
about it. He told very little but when 
she asked & question would answer. Fi- 
nally, she said, ‘‘Charlie, you might as 
well tell me, for I can see by your eyes if 
you do not speak the truth."  ** Well, 
mamma,” said he, “Ill just let my eyes 
tellit, for I'm so tired;" and he leaned up 
against her and rested and told no more. 


Correspondence. 


BvoknxEr, Wasu., April 20, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow: I am eleven 
years old, and go to school every day. 
study reading, writing, arithmetio, history. 
physiology. grammar, geography, an 
spelling. I am in the intermediate de- 
partment. My teacher's name is Grace E. 
Moore; she is a good teacher, and I like 
her very much. I used to go to Sunday- 
school, but do not go now; I would rather 
stay home on Sundays. 

Papa has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
a long time and I always read the Chil- 
dren's Corner. I will send a piece of 
poetry my brother was going to speak in 
school, but his teacher would not let him; 
she said she did not like pieces about the 
devil. Our school will end the 17th of 
May and I am real sorry, for I like to go 
to school and do not stay out of school a 


She held out her arms to E 


| day unless I hav to ; I hav been tardy onl 
once and absent once. School ends wit 
some exercises, and the program will be 
two hourslong. Iam ina drill with eleven 
other girls. Ihav three brothers and one 
sister younger than myself. 
Your truly. Amy V. LiNNELL. 
[The girl who loves her school is sure to 
be a good scholar. You can study.some 
during vacation. School days are soon 
over and we should improve every oppor- 
tunity. '.'.' There is nothing bad about 
the following. —Er. C. O.] 


ONE FRIEND AT LHAST. 
Before his mother's desk one day, 
Small, curly-headed Fred was found, 
With pens and ink and blotted sheets , 
Of paper scattered all around. 
‘* Why Fred, what are you doing here?” 
His whole face glowing with delight, 
He answered, **I'm so busy ’cause 
I've got a ‘portant note to write.” 
** And pray to whom?” mamma then asked. 
‘* The devil,” said the little lad. ; 
“I think he doesn’t know, poor thing, 
How naughty 'tis to be so bad. 
I'll call him ‘dear’ and tell him that 
If he will try as good to be 
As I, perhaps you'll let him come 
Some afternoon and stay to tea. 


: Writes every lett:r in sigi.t of operator. 
W D es mostof the work in writiug AUTOMAT- 
E IcaLuy, nd yields in the time thus saved 
M additional work. 
M Itactsasifitstudied the convenience of 
the operator at every turn, and thereby B 
M lightens his labor and renders him capable 
of doing more. 
It hes a knack of keeping well, and is al- 
ways ready a‘ critical or other times. 
Th searesome of the reasons why itis 
M different from all «ther writing machines. 


H The catalogue tells you more about it. 
M FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


807 Broadway, New York. 
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Christianity and Evolution, 
By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 
CowTENTS—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. + riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted. 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's "Evidences of 
Christianivy” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The D 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

Price. Cleth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 
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JN ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica 
tions noticed here can be had of Tam 
Trora Saager Oompany, at the price 
named. 


| 1492| Columbustolngersol( [1892 
400 Years 


andarin ....... eese eee 
The Christian Sabbath. Johu E Remsburg.. 
atts. 


Christian Scheme of Redemption. O. Watts 
The Ohurch and Educadou.! Anti-Jesuit... H 
The Church and Freethought. 
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Rant Lavine. By Susan H. Wixon. Franklin 

Cloth, gilt lettering, price, $1. 

This is truly an excellent book. One 
can get good maxims, nice sayings, and 
axiomatic truths enough from it to make 
of one’s self a sage, saint, and philosopher. 
Each page is replete with gems of thought. 
Every chapter is a lecture and au exhorta- 
tion. It is not a book to read and lay 
aside, but it is one to be studied, thought 
over, and used as a daily guide and adviser. 
Take, for instance, a chapter a day and 
moralize over it, think about it, and absorb 
ihe precepts thoroughly, so that they will 
become a part of yourself. 

The volume will make a splendid school 
book. One could select copies for one’s 
writing book for a whole year and not run 
short of material. This book is precisely 
as useful in the home. It is just the thing 
to select mottoes from for framing to take 
the place of the silly, outgrown legends, 
of **God Bless Our Home,” or ‘‘ His Bye 
Watches Over All," because these sayings 
of Miss Wixon are practical and applicable 
to real life. 

Many of the maxims and lessons are 
illustrated by little stories and anecdotes, 
which are so apt that they remind one of 
Lineoln's happy hits in this respect. In 
illustrating the idea of always seeking for 
the bright side, she tells the story of the 
two buckets. ‘‘How dismal you look," 


Freethough 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 (FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 
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Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. T E Longshore 
The Fear of Death. b. M. Bennett............ 
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Louis Eisberg........ 3 

Is There & God? Charles Bradlaugh ......... 3 

If You Take Away My Religion What Wili You 
Give Me in Its Ste .d? H. B. Martin, M.D. 

Is America the New World? L L Dawson 


said a bucket to his companion as they | Infidelity. H W Beccar.. V n. 1 Four Hundred Years. 

were going to the well. ‘‘Ahb,” replied the Iu fdels end Charity. Franklin Steiner... 3 5 TOUS AN . 

of our boing Blled for let uso away over | roe, oom onrobertDums.e rere 8 HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
go ful we always come, baok, empty.” The Uls Wo Endurot Their Canes and Cure : ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
that way," said the ira bucket. “Now, | I fhe Bible Indictsble? Annio Besant... ii. 2 had been in preparation for so long that gome of the subscribers 
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look at it ia thet lie t and you'll ba 25 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh. -.- 2 have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
cheerful as I am.” ay Sermon. Robert G. aaa 3 all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 


It is just such a book as all young Lib- 
erals should hav in their libraries for use, 
for study, and for food for thought. They 
will find something in it to guide them in 
all the walks and ways of life. No one 
can read a page of it and not be made 
wiser, kinder, happier, and better. It 
costs only one $1, yet $5 would not be lost 
in paying for the information contained in 
its well-filled pages. 

ELMINA DRAKE SuENKER. 


realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months' delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—ae 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 


, of Jesus Christ . 
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The Logic of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
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Send for Descriptive Oatalogue to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Oooper Union, New York. 


nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Honprep Years or Frer- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
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possible pieture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence ; in Part Second, as an 


Just publisbed, paper, 10 cents. Address O. I. 
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Gems of Shought. 


Despotis is the state is associated with 
despotism in the family. — Herbert Spen- 
cer. 


Nawxs of sects; names of error. Truth 
has no sect. No man calls himself a Eu- 
elidian, — Voltaire. 


Tux study of wise men is how to liv, and 
not how to die. There is nothing 4 brave 
man thinks of less than death.—Spinoza. 


Hz who is indifferent to the sufferings 
of the lower forma of life cannot be a safe 
evangel of the gospel of liberty.—Z. C. 
Walker. 


Propre who refuse to support their in- 
dependent and courageous newspapers and 
public men will in the course of time be- 
come merely a race of dependents and 
slaves, — Galveston News. 


Tr is not laws and institutions which save 
a city itis persons; and it is only by ed- 
ucation, only by raising the character of 
individuals, that the mass can be saved.— 
Samuel and Henrietta Burnett. 


Freepom in thought and deed, indepen- 
dence of character, are the very bulwarks 
of & republic. Without such freedom, 
without individuality, a government of the 
people, for the people, by the people, is a 
fraud.— Kate Field. 


Tur censor is never better than the sver- 
age public. He shares its ignorant intol- 
erance and its petulance under criticism, 
and uses his official authority to forbid the 
performance of the exceptional plays. — 
London Saturday Review. 


Tuar which was not is coming to be; 
that which is coming to be increasedly en- 
riches the soil. Liberty is patient and can 
wait. Restriction must hav its indulgences 
and prizes at once—for its day passes, and 
soon it will be a dead chapter in the his- 
tory of man.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Do you think I don't understand what 


the hydrostatic paradox of controversy? 
Don't know what that means? Well, I will 
tell you. You know that if you had a bent 
tube, one arm of which was the size of a 
pipestem, and the other big enough to 
hold the ocean, water would stand at the 
same hight in one as in the other. Con- 
troversy equalizes fools and wise men in 
the same way, and the fools know it.— 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


Great men are the heroes who hay freed 
the bodies of men; they are the philoso- 
phers and thinkers who hav given liberty 
to the soul; they are the poets who hav 
transfigured the common snd filled the 
lives of many millions with love and song. 
They are the artists who hav covered the 
bare walls of weary life with the triumphs 
of genius. They are the heroes who hav 
slain the monsters of ignorance and fear, 
who hav outgazed the Gorgon, and driven 
the cruel gods from their thrones. They 
are the inventors, the discoverers, the 
great mechanics, the kings of the useful 
who hav Civilized this world.—Zngersoll. 


ARE not sympathy, benevolence, kindly 
and tender susceptibilities, such as they 
appear in man, so many devices for insur- 
ing man's unhappiness? delicately strung 
chords, meant to be played upon by rude 
fingers? Besides, if the presence in man 
of any faculty, as benevolence, argues the 
like in God, then we may suppose God to 
be capable of that delight in the infliction 


of pain and torture which is so conspicu- | 


ous a trait in the savage. The sufferings 
of the captiv bound to a stake and sub- 
jected to every kind of torture which long 
exercise of savage ingenuity can suggest— 
skinning alive; sticking the flesh full of 
burning splinters; cutting off the nose, 
ears, and limbs; pulling out the nails of 
the toes and fingers, and so on—may be 
multiplied by infinity and the product will 
be the measure of diabolism which the di- 
vine mind is fitted to enjoy!—John Fran- 
cia Smith. 


Economics has been recently, and, I 
think, accurately, defined as that branch 
of ethics relating to the production and 
distribution of wealth. If ethics is the 
science of right conduct, justice is right 
conduct between man and man. All sins 
against our fellows are but varying forms 
of injustice, What, then, in the last anal- 
ysis, is economics but justice in relation 
to wealth? Any question in political econ- 
omy is surely settled when it can be shown 
that this action, this line of conduct, 
whether of individual, community, or 
state, makes for justice—that is, apportions 
to each according to his right. The very 
end and aim of economic science is that 
each factor in the complicated operation 
of production and exchange shall receive 
his just share of the joint product, no 
more, no less; for to get more is to rob the 
rightful owner of that more, to get less is 
to be robbed oneself.— Marshall E. Smith. 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
COYTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 

With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
'eriptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 

: Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
Address 


Price, 25 Cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 1 «fayette Place. New York City. 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


4890905; - B250; - B275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

*'The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument— not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mer. 
Gxonez Strog, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing aa follows: 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sianor Fasas, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

«I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to TRUTH SEEKER readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
*In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, _ 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo.engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Ixazmsonr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—sgaid to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inazksort, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 76 cents. 
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JYot for Parsons. 


Sunpay-Somoon Teacume (geoking'to im- 
press the necessity of faith): “And what 
was the one thing Jonah needed to make 
him safe?” Bright pupil: ‘The earth,"— 

ife. 


A nrrTLE girl locked up her dog in a 
dark closet while the family were at church 
Thankagiving day, so that he might be 
thankful when they came home and let 
him out. 


A Detrorr policeman has been acquitted 
upon trial for not entering the church 
upon his beat in which a mad dog was 
creating a terrible commotion. He swore 
iat he thought they were only electing a 
eacon. 


“PAPA, do.you think that God helps 
those who help themselvs?" ‘‘ Yes, why 
not?" ‘‘Beoause a man broke into a win- 
dow and helped himself to some jewelry 
the ether day, and was sent to prison for 
six months." 


Frenn: ‘‘ How are you doing now ?” 
Scribbler: **First-rate. Rev. Mr. Saintlie 
and I hav gone into partnership. Making 
money hand-over-fist.” “Eh? How do 
you manage?” “I write books, and he 
denounces them.”—New York Weekly. 


“Do you allow drunken men on the 

- train?” asked a clergyman at the City Hall 
elevated station.  ''Sometimes," replied 

the gateman, ‘‘when they're not too 

drunk. Just take one of the cross seats in 

the middle of the car and you'll be all 

right."— Texas Sittings. j i 


JAILER (to colored murderer): **Good 
news for you! The govornor has respited 
you for thirty days." Colored murderer: 
“I doan call dat no good news, when I 
done made my peace en inwited all my 
frien's ter de hangin’. I wuz due in 
heaben on Wednesday!”—Atlanta Con- 
stitution. 


Mr. AND Mrs. Guapsronr were sitting 
in a church at Oannes thè other day. They 
were near the pulpit, but when the ser- 
mon began Mr. Gladstone turned to his 
wife and said, irritably: “I can't hear!” 
** Never mind, my dear," she replied, in a 
whisper loud enough to reach the pulpit; 
** never mind; goto sleep. It will do you 
much more good."—New York Tribune. 


ELDER: ‘I was astonished at Deacon 
Wiseman's action in church this evening." 
Parson: ‘Yes? What was there stran:e 
aboutit?” Elder: ‘* Why, you remember 
my telling you of his buying a ticket for our 
church entertainment and my working off 
- :& lead quarter on him in making change?” 
Parson: ‘' Yes.” Elder: '* Well, you oan 
shoot me if he did not hav the audacity to 
put that same quarter in the collection 
to-night.”— Boston Courier. 


BisHopr HagpHEAD: ''Tel me exactly 
what you want. Do you want a minister 
or a preacher?" Dr. Wayback: '* Why— 
er—we want both, you know." Bishop 
Hardhead: ‘‘I can’t giv you both. Do 
you waut a minister who will visit your 
homes, romp with the children, joke with 
the boys, pay compliments to the women 
folks, admire your pigs, praise your cattle, 
inquire about crops, and on Sundays put 
you to sleep; or do you want a preacher 
who will shut himself up with his books, 
burn the midnight oil, and on Sundays 
lift your souls with oratorical bursts that 
would thril the throngs at & cathedral? 
Take your choice.” Deacon Wayback: 
“I guess, Bishop, a minister will be nigher 
our size, and we'll promis to make no 
more complaints "bout dull sermons. Send 
us a minister, Bishop—send us one that 
can play the fiddle."—New York Weekly. 


‘s PREACHERS er heap wuss "bout gitt’n 
mah’ed en buried den oder people. Dey 
don’ t'ink dey oughter pay; dough T lak t’ 
see anybody git sarrymon out o'dem, 
dout de money plank down in dere han’. 
Brudder Talleyrand fuss wife was a kiner 


Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local applications 88 they cannot reach the 
diseased portion of the ear. There is only one 
way to cure deafness, and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafness is caused by an in- 
famed condition of the mucous lining of the 
Eustachian Tube. When this tube is inflamed 
you have a rumbling sound or imperfect hearing, 
and when it is entirely closed, Deafness is the re- 
sult. and unless the inflammation oan be taken 
out and this tube restored to its normal condi- 
tion, hearing will be destroyed firever; nine 
tages out of ten are caused by catarrh, which is 
nothing but an inflamed condition of the mucous 
surfaces. j 

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any case 
of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that. cannot be 
cured by Hali’s Catarrh Cure. Send for cirou- 
B free. OHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 
Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. E 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
M 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


old by Drugeista, 5c. 


disappointment. He de one hatter wuk, ! 
en Jinvey de one set in de rockin’-cheer. 
De notty-public run atter um en run atter 
um fo’ de weddin’ fee. He say: ‘Looky 
yere, Miste’ Tallyrand, ef you doan pay 
me, [ hatter tek yo’ bride way fam you.’ 
En dat fool niggah answer: ‘ Fo’ de Lawd, 
Ise glad t' settle it dataway. She ain wuff 
fi’ dollar t’ me. Mebbe you kin do mo’ wid 
'er den I kin.’ Lass time he got msh’ed, 
he spen’ all he money oner weddin’ present 
—er big rockin'-cheer w'at he guine set in 
heseff—down to he las’ nickle. He run 
'roun borr'in t’ buy de license; but ebry 
body hab skuses, kase day done hab 
speunce o’ loanin’ dat preacher. ‘Wy 
ain you buy de license fuss time en keep 
it in you’ pocket? ‘Də Lawd done 
promus t? pervide, en you t’ink Ise guine 
t’ insult um dataway? De las’ minute 
he went t' de cote-house en tell Mars 
Ohawlie Summers w't er fix he in wid 
de bride dressin', de comp'ny invite; en 
he sho t" pay um out nex’ Sunday .c'leoc- 
tion. Mars Chawlie laugh, lak he know 
Brudder Tallyrand; but he let um ha’ de 
license. *Ain I tell you de Lawd wud 
pervide? he say."— Evening Post. 


SEE THAT CURVE! 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half miles of Media county seat 
and within four miles of Chester, Pa, on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growiug on the p'ace,some choice 
apple and pear trees iu fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line bstween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 


À Chance to Make Money. 


Iam delighted with my success selling Dish 
Washers; in the last six weeks I made $534, and 
was sick part of the time, I think thisis pretty 
good for an inexperienced lady. Iam surprised 
there has never been a good Dish Washer put on 
the market bef'ore, as every one seems 80 anxious 
for one. It certainly is a popular demand that is 
unsupplied, and that means big money for ths 

| agents that supply the demand. I believe any 
woman or man can make from $5 to $12 a dav 
anywhere in this business, and by addressing the 
Tron City Dish Washer Oo., E. E. Pittsburg, Pa., 
you can get full particulars. It simply requires 
alittle push. You can’t expset to make money 
unless you try I would like to have the experi- 
ence of others of your readers in this business. 
M. FRANCOIS. 


WANTED. 


Situation, by a steam engineer. Ten years’ ex- 
perience with blast. hoisting, pile-driving, and 
air-compressing engines and steam shovels. 
Best reterence from former employers, 29 yeara 
old, married, strictly sober, and an outspoken 
Freethinker. Would prefer a stationary plant in 
Ohio, but will go anywhere to any remunerative 
work. VUannot some TRUTH SEEKER reader sug- 
gest a possible place? Steady work preferable to 
large wages: . O. THEO. FERGUSON, 
2120 Moxahala, Ohio. 


who would put a modern hoase on it. 
acre, and no land near it has sold 


overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 
THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


"THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUI- 
NESS OF THE OHURCH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHURCH AND 
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Full-Page 
Illustrations. 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, — 


AND 


| ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT 


THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 9 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 


2 The Church Robbing the People. |5 sionarieg. : 

3 = Thanksgiving. J E 1 = The Lord’s Instruments. 

fo Gibbon end the Ohuroh P< vo E e 
ildren . f a 

10 e Woman and the Church. 2 bed Vise &nd Politics. 

6 “ The Chureh and Thomas Paine. 4 ^" eland and the Church. 

4 S Studies in Natural History. 2 bs Ohurgb's Idea of Civilization. 

8 A The Bible and Science. 1 " The Uses of the Cross. 

15 " The Clergy and Their Flocks. 4 ^ Unkind Reflections on the Church. 

1 Ra Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 9 byl Persecutions of the Ohurch. 

4 s The Atonement Scheme. i2 Uf Some Allegories. 

4 bas The Lord and His Works. 8 " Heaven. 

do a The re d H " Misc eous. 
e Oreeds. ellan 5 

1 ^ Ohristians and Mohammedans. . 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it hag ever be- 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever agaiu be ph 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of puttingzthe book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price 1t world have been a cheap book. às a ‘portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own,feel! that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a coy of this most wonderful volume.—[Bree kers! Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism . He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought,and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth, t the piot- 
ares do not make up the whole of :his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly a8,texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who up! old them. Altogether the 


ki f the best weapons against Christianity and the church that hys ev en put -n the 
bonds of Froothinkters.- [Boston Investigator. : ` spe 
Price, board covers, $2; cloth, | e 


Addresse THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Artist H 
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and it would be a fiue summer residence for one 
1g. 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
i as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
peracre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 


THE ARTIST. Eae 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 


365 DAYS | 
Ahead 9f 


them all. 


Keating Bicycles 


19 to 23 Ibs. 
CATALOG FREE if you mention this paper 


KEATING WHEEL CO., 
Holyoke, Mass. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 


Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


OS 0-20] 0000000200880 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
can be easily made in any locality; our goods 

e 

@ cent. commission on all sales. Send to-day 6 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
silver orstamps. , Established in 1882. Ad- 
dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 


@AN EXT A AT, 
e AN, EKI RAORDI NARY „OFFER! e 
? sell themselves ;wefurnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 60 per 
aluable sample of our goods in 
e Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in 
» Boston, Mass. 
70.99.99. 9 9.09.9 9.09. 9-9. 0 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


nd regain it 
byreading the mostcomplete Bool of 
Medieal, Social, Sexnal Science, 
d by an eminent physician of 35 years 
o 

y 
à equalled by non e. 
Aa Inspired by wish' to aid humanity, it 
HII has providentiaily saved thousands. 
M Its essays on marriage, parentage, 
adaptation, marital failures, etc., 
are of inestimable value to all now 


Ki wood cuts, 21 chromos showing 
M Origin of life—development of man. 
APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 


‘Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE DRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


CONSULTATION FREE. 
FAIR & SQUARE, ONS UL IT my standing 
iit 7] offer during forty years past, 
a pledge made in over half a 
million copies of myg: Medi- 
cal Common Sense and Plain 
Hume Talk ?—1 stand by it. 
Amyone afflicted. with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
or troubled about some pri- 
- vate affair in which the help 
of a physician of broad and long experience 1s 
desired, is welcome to state the case to me, in 
erson or by letter, (sending return postage) and 
Pwilladvise frankly, fully and confidentially, and ` 
gend, if wanted, my '*' Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health,” “dr, E. B; Foote, 122 Lex. AV., NEW YORK. 


charges, 
and Physical Debility 
cele, ental and Physical Debili 
and who are desirous of being cured, & 
booklet will be sent to their address for 
Cee cents day mpthms of thecou 
giving causes and symp! 
3 plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
Applications p EE: 
rd Application—a posltive - 
ey of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cess, Address, — pg, R. P. FELLOWS, 


Say where you saw this adver. - Vineland, N. J- 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and &ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASEr 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies a 
anoutgrowth of this long practice, which shanld 
give confidence to those afilioted. 
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THE CARPENTER’S ADOPTED SON IS MADE COMFORTABLE. 


Then the devil leaveth him, and behold, angels came and ministered unto him.—Matt. iv, 1. 


Cuma and Japan hav exchanged the 
peace ratifications, 


_ Ix Pittsburg more than 10,000 laborers 
hav had their wages advanced. 


MisxzsomA militia hav been ordered out 
io quell à miner's uprising at Virginia, on 
the Mesaba range. 


THE people of the southern part of the 
republic of Ecuador are in arms against 
the administration. 


New Jersey has lost another ex-gov- 
ernor, Robert Stockton Green, making 
four within the year. 


Tug German Reichstag has rejected the 
Anti-Revolution bill, and there is great 
rejoicing in the empire. 


Junius Hawney SxELYr, ex-president 
of Amherst College, died in Amherst on 
May 12. He was born in Bethel, Conn., 
on Sept. 14th, 1824. 


THE employees of the Illinois Steel 
Company of South Chicago struck against 
a reduction of wages. In an encounter 
between some of the strikers and a squad 
of police one striker was killed and four 
policemen injured. 


THE computations of Professor Keeler 
confirm the theory that the inner of the 
rings of Saturn travel faster than the 
outer, the demonstration proving that the 
velocity increases gradually, in accord- 
ance with Kepler’s third law. 


Cutt givs Bolivia a small strip of terri- 
tory so that the latter can hav a seaport 
on the Pacific. When Chili conquered 
Peru and Bolivia some years ago she took 
all the latter’s seacoast, leaving her land- 
locked like Switzerland. A new treaty of 
peace and friendship has been concluded 
between the two countries. : 


Tar cold wave which swept across the 
eountry the latter part of last week and 
reached New York on Sunday morning 
damaged crops in many states from Kan- 
sas to New York. Fruit, vegetables, and 
corn all suffered, particularly in Iowa. In 
many sections the mercury fell in a few 
hours from 90 to 30 degrees. 


Reports of important insurgent victo- 
ries continue to come from Cuba, The 
Autonomist (neutral, home-rule) party is 
reported to hav dissolved, many of its 
members going over to the insurgents, 
who are being joined also by large num- 
bers of other influential whites. The 
anit lack of the revolutionists is ammu- 
nition. 


GovzRnor Morton has signed the bill 
for the retirement of the police justices of 
this city. On June 30 the places of the 
present fifteen justices and justices’ courts, 
includizg the court of Special Sessions, 
will be taken by nine City Magistrates, 
the terms of three expiring in 1899, three 
in 1902, and three in 1905. Their success- 
ors will thereafter be appointed by the 
mayor for ien year terms. Salary, $7,000 
per year, Before June 20 of this year the 


mayor must appoint five Justices of Spe- 
cial Sessions at salaries of $9,000 per year 
each. 


Ar Hempstead, L. I., Deputy-Sheriff 
Smith arrested two membersofthe Meadow 
Brook Hunt Club for Sunday playing and 
has warrants for the arrest of several oth- 
ers. Contemplated Sunday contests hav 
been postponed, and there is great indig- 
nation among the club members and the 
influential citizens. Petitions hav been 
sent to the sheriff for the removal of the 
deputy. 


Tue long Senatorial deadlock in Dela- 
ware came to an end on May 9th by the 
adjournment of the legislature without the 
election of a Senator, although the Re- 
publicans claim that one of their candi- 
dates, Henry A. Dupont, was legally 
elected, on the 211th ballot. The contest 
will now be transferred to the United 
States Senate chamber 8t Washington. 
Without this disputed member the new 
Senate will consist of 42 Republicans, 39 
Democrats, and 6 Populists, but probably 
Irby and Tillman, of South Carolina, will 
vote with the latter on many questions. 


Brazinis strengthening her gold reserve 
and reducing her paper money circula- 
tion, the latter being worth at present 
about forty cents on the dollar, owing to 
the very large issues under the provisional 
government. A gold loan of $50,000,000 
was just asked for by the government and in 
three days Brazil’s own people subscribed 
$64,000,000, of which $24,000,000 was of- 
fered by private individuals. About 17 
per cent of the paper currency will now be 
retired. Brazil has little silver, except 
subsidiary coin, and the idea is to float 
gold and paper side by side on an equality. 


On May 8 United States Judges Goff 
and Simonton, sitting at Columbia, -held 
that the Dispensary law of South Carolina, 
in so far as it ‘* forbids a citizen to pur- 
chase in other states and to import into 
this state alcoholic liquors for his own use 
and consumption, the products of other 
states, discriminates against the products 
of other states. Such discrimination can- 
not be made under the guise of the police 
power; and further, in so far as this act 
permits the chief dispenser to purchase 
in other states alcoholic liquors and to im- 
port them into this state for the purpose 
of selling them for use and consumption 
at retail within the state, and forbids all 
other persons from so purchasing and im- 
porting for their individual use and con- 
sumption, it discriminates against all other 
citizens of the state. It also makes a dis- 
crimination against all persons in the trade 
in other states who are not patronized by 
the State Dispenser, forbidding them to 
seek customers within the state and to en- 
joy a commercial intercourse secured to 
others in this state." The judges also held 
the registration law of the state to be un- 
constitutional, Governor Evans is re- 
ported to hay declared that liquor seizures 
will be made to test the injunction. 


THE Utah Constitutional Convention has 
completed its work, the new Constitution 
has been signed by the president of the 
Convention, and it will be voted upon b: 
the people at the November election. Te 


provides for woman suffrage, inhibits 
polygamy, sbolishes the fee system except 
for Justices of the peace, constables, and 
notaries public, forbids the new state to 
increase the present indebtedness in excess 
of $100,000, and orders the legislature not 
to permit the state, county, city, or town 
to take stock in or let credit for the further- 
ance of any enterprise. It provides for a 
Supreme Court of three judges, and for 
seven jndicial districts, with nine judges. 
The office of probate judge is abolished, 
and the duties of that office placed upon 
the district courts. The grand jury is 
done away with, except in cases where & 
district judge believes that public necessity 
requires one. The number then is reduced 
to seven, of whom five must concur to find 
an indictment, Offenses now prosecuted 
by indictment will hereafter be by infor- 
mation. The petit jury is cut to eight, of 
whom three-fourths may render a verdict, 
except in criminal actions, where the ver- 
dict muet be unanimous. The legislature 


will consist of sixty-three members. There | 


will be no lieutenant-governor. An ex- 
cellent school-system is provided for. 


A PARTNER WANTED. 


I would like to sell an interest in the Ironclad 
Age, an old established Freethought journal. 
Anyone whose heart isin the cause and that has 
a few hundred dollars to invest; in the same will 
please address . H. POWER 

4t20 Indianapolis, Ind. 


Wirt e Tm e mmm e mme 


RIGHT LIVING j 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, — 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Ohristians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents & copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


** The advertisement of that well known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled . 
to the consideration of the ‘Liberal publio.” 


The subject of the above eulogy claims. 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings " of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-flve years; is 
a natural mechanic, art oritic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most ‘artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ^? 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper st one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


& Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, eto., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Established 1857. 


` ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Designer of. 
The Otto Wettstein 
Watch. 

Tre Ingersoll Sou 
veni* Spo:n. 
The Freeth ught 
Badge. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON'S 


N WELL 


TLLUSTRATED 
By Carey XX. Jurist. 

The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
Thereare 70 broad pages and the prioe is only 

50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 
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Something M 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr, E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyeoou | 


Baw the Vision of the worl and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
goin bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed." 

There is something of «Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 


Vol, 22, No,21, [PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, May 25. 1895, {28 LAFAYETTE PL. $3.00 Per Year. 
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Onmonan (to meddling clergyman): ** After being robbed and ruined by that treacherous old jade, do you expect me to pu! any confidence in her promises?” 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will,‘and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
` of the FaxxTEINEER'S Prorortat TzxT-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLABS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
ProrortaL TxxT-Book. 


The pictures in the Frenrarmesn’s PIOTOBIAL 
TTExr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal. the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Huston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ureg are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Oreeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to’ subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been, sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all, At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book, Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is à wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. l 
What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 

Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 

Eprror Tauta Szexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 

Respectfully, W. F. Beer. 
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WITH 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


a LUIS USUS IS UII NAA ANAA ISI SS PIS I Sí Ia SEIS 


For $6.50 we will send Tuz Truru Srzkrs one year ($3) and S.P. 
Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). 


issued by the Freethought Press. 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. : 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, 
It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


race. . 
and political movement. 


its influenees, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. 
HUNDRED YEARS or FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
Nothing can be more interesting or more inspirin 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


§ PE CIAL Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 


most shining advance. 


HOW 
TO GET 


OFFER ! 


FREE OF CHARGES, 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


as 


anno 


Ud 
For $5 we willsend Tan Trura Szuxer one year ($3) and “ Paine’s 
great Works OComplete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tu Teura SEEKER one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurm Szxxzr one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory ” ($2.75). This is asplendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has overa thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TaurH Ssrkr& one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Sxrxzr ore year ($3) and * The Free- 
thinker's Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tus Tror SxxkxR one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tur ‘Trorg Szrkza one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


sete, The Freethinkers Badge-pin 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


industrial, 


** Four 


to the 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 

Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE Teura 
EEKEB one Year for 85. ' 


The TRUTH 


JRUTE. ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and ''suTE S. » $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Soon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEER DR, : PES gan 2 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


ts Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine’s "Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we taink that further good can be done by letting people 
read Ture TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 
following cffer : 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. . 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. TE 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this : 


at the rates given. — 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address | 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place. New York, | 


OERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


x The Truth Seeker. K&- 


© QE Drafts, Checho and Money Orders, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD, 


CTS TERMS => 


SAMPIE COPIES FREE 

‘ "aree months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 

Six B a - a = 1.50 one remittance, e 0. 5. 57 5 > A 
Single subscription, one yea, » - 3.00 One subscripuon with-three new subscribers, in ` 

One subscription two years, ^ ** ae a 5.00 one remittance, mo us B : ` * 3.50 
Two new subscribers, s E a a 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, - 4 E ma 10.00 

remittance, - - > = > 5.00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariabiy with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting taree new subscribers 
he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing lie can easier secure partners in taking the paper, be can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. 

This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, With its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


ovid A «| 


Che Trenih Seeker Eo., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 


Žnclosed find $in payment of the same. 


NAMES. POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., ir ANY.) & STATE. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MacpoNALD, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, T0; =. -> MAY 25, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subsoription, in advanoe........—... ee. 
One subscription two years, in advance............— eere 
Two new subsoribers...............c e esee eese stee eene thon 5 00 
One subscription with one new subsoriber, in oneremittance. 9 00 
One subsoription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 


ance 

One subsoription with four new subsoribers, in one remit- 
t&n08...... creer eee entente teer scones 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


sevevaseease--LO 00 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, dra/t on New York, or by regtstered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, oheoks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
renders if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


On Which Side is Justice? 


The following communication is from a Christian 
reader, and we willingly grant the writer’s request 
for publication and reply. How our fair correspond 
ent has fallen under the misapprehension that Free- 
thinkers would deny the Bible any privileges which 
they demand for Shakspere's Plays, is unknown to 
us; and her closing question, “Are fair play and 
honest criticism to be limited to strictly secular 
writings?" ete., is totally inexplicable. The whole 
fight in the Wise case is made on the grounds that 
the Christians seek to withhold from the unbeliev- 
ing defendant a right which they claim for them- 
selvs and exercise daily—that of sending the Bible 
through the mails. Who, then, are the deniers of 
fair play, and who the enemies of honest criticism ? 


CENTREVILLE, Mp., Máy 9, 1895. 

Eprror or Tug Terors Seexer, Dear Sir: Anent 
the long-drawn-out case of J. B, Wise (or Unwise), of 
postal-card fame, I would like, in the interest of morality 
and sound ethics, to put a few questions, 

(1) What would be thought of the decency or honesty 
of any man who should write Hamlet’s offensiv remark 
to Ophelia, or some equally objectionable passage from 
the same author, on a postal card, ** without comment” 
or context, and mail it openly to you or to a professor of 
English literature as a fair sample of the style and char- 
acter of Shakspere’s works ? 

(2) If he should be convicted thereby of sending ob- 
scene matter through the mails (and I should certainly 
expect to be so convicted if I did such a thing), would 
that fact’ prove that Shakspere’s writings were too “‘ vile" 
to be circulated among decent people, and would the 
tt Freethinker's Bible" be doomed to infamy or ignomin- 
ious oblivion in spite of the glowing eulogies of. the elo- 
quent Colonel Ingersoll ? 

(8) I wonder’ how viany of the professed admirers of 
Shakspere ever read him through and know how many 
vulgar and indecent passages there are in his works— 
passages having no vital connection with the drama in 
which they occur, and no purpose except to pander to 
the depraved taste of an age that demanded such things, 
but utterly unfit for reading aloud now-a-days in public 
or in the family circle. My father, who was an enthusi- 
astic admirer of the Bard of Avon and fond of reading 
his works aloud to his family, always skipped such pas- 
sages. How many members of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
family would do otherwise ? l 

(4) If a book is to be judged and condemned as a whole 
on the strength of a single passage carefully selected for 
the purpose of casting discredit upon it, then Shakspere’s 
Dramas will be pronounced unmailable long before the 
Bible. Or are fair play and honest criticism to be lim- 
ited to strictly secular writings, and does it make all the 
difterence in justice and equity whose ox is gored ? 

By publishing and replying to the above questions you 


* | sense, 


will greatly oblige Yours for fair play and common 


A. Avausta CHAPMAN, 

Miss Chapman fails to see several points in this 
controversy, which fact is not surprising when we 
know that she is blinded by Christian prejudice 
against an Infidel who exposes her holy book. 

(1) If we were conducting a. propaganda based 
on the assumption that the writings of Shakspere 
are inspired, and that they are all profitable for in- 
struction in morals, and if somebody should deny 
our main proposition, supporting his denial with 
extracts from Shakspere’s works as convincing as 
the verse of scripture which Mr. Wise mailed to the 
Rev. Mr. Vennum, we should think that he had made 
his point, and let it go at that. But we make no 
such assumption, nor does anybody else; there is 
no such point at issue, and the person who should 
mail us objectionable passages from Shakspere 
would simply be wasting postage stamps. We ad- 
mit in advance all that he could prove by that meth- 
od. Shakspere was a mortal man, with the faults 
and. frailties of mortality. There is (or ought to 
be) much difference between a work by him and a 
work by God. There is excuse for Shakspere, but 
none for God, for if God is perfect he should pro- 
duce a perfect book. If he is not perfect he is not 
the God he is represented to be by those who be- 
lieve in him. If Miss Chapman chooses to put him 
on à level with Shakspere we shall be delighted to 
8ee her do it, and hope she will get the rest of the 
Christian world to accept her estimate of him. For 
when they hav done this they.can no longer insist 
on forcing the Bible upon the public schools as an 
infallible moral guide, and the clergy will no more 
think of arresting Ingersoll for blasphemy when he 
lectures on the “Holy Bible” than they will of 
prosecuting Ignatius Donnelly for maintaining that 
the works attributed to the Bard of Avon were writ- 
ten by Bacon. 

(2) Most certainly, according to the decisions of 
the courts. All the decisions are to the effect that 
it makes no difference what the motiv of a book 
is, nor what the context of indicted passages; if 
the jury finds that the selected words or sentences 
come within the meaning of the statute, then the 
book is obscene and the accused consequently guilty. 

(3) We do not know how many people hav read 
Shakspere, nor how many skip the coarse lines. 
But there is no comparing a book bya fallible man, 
prone to err and influenced by his surroundings, 
with a book by God, who cannot err and who cre- 
ates his surroundings instead of being molded by 
them. But we know that the ministers very incon- 
sistently skip a great deal of the Bible—which is an 
argument against the author and a reflection upon 
him quite as much as it is against and upon the 
book. By what authority do the clergy act as cen- 
sors of the literary work of God? For all they 
can know, the passages they omit may contain the 
eternal life to find which they are divinely com- 
manded to search the scriptures. If God wrote 
the verse that Mr. Wise sent to Mr. Vennum, it is 
not for any weak and erring mortal to say that it 
is indecent—or even that it isn’t. God must hav 
known what he wanted to say, and his flow of lan- 
guage was necessarily adequate to the occasion. 

(4) In this case it is the Infidels who are “ stand- 
ing up for the Lord.” It is history repeating 
itself —Infidels defending the Christians against 
themselvs. The Christian courts are the assailants 
of the Bible and the Infidels are the defenders of 
its right to mail facilities. When D. M. Bennett 
was on trial for the offense of sending through the 
mails‘a book that the Christians did not like, we 
argued all the time that the book was not obscene 
as a whole because one paragraph might be objec- 


tionable, and in this view we were sustained by the 
best talent in the land, including the then attorney- 
general of the United States; but the courts would 
not hav it so, and ruled that the context and motiv 
made no difference as to the penalty to be imposed 
nor as to the character of the work. We learned 
then the lesson that we shall teach the Christians 
now. We maintain that the Bible is not a divine 
work, but a human work reflecting the character 
and intelligence of the people who made it, as Shak- 
spere reflects the character of his age and genera- 
tion. Neither is necessarily “obscene,” though 
both are occasionally a little coarse and sometimes 
a bit vulgar, but any adult person who cannot sus- 
tain contact with either without injury to his morals 
should hasten to put himself under the care of a 
robust instructor in ethics. To destroy these works 
because of such defects would be to deprive the 
race of some very powerful literature, and we do not 
want to see it done. That is why we are defending 
the Bible by putting in a demurrer in the Wise 
case. But if the Christians are going to condemn 
a work entire because of some coarse expressions 
which it contains, then let them take Goetha’s ad- 
vice and begin with their own sacred book. Let 
them also cleanse their own household. In other 
words, they should get the beam out of their own 
optic before worrying about the mote in their 
neighbor’s eye. According to the decisions of the 
courts that the context and motiv hav no value in 
determining the standing of the work under indict- 
ment, if Wise shall be made to stand trial, then the 
whole Bible must go, and Shakspere would hav to 
go too, with a good many other books. The Bible 
Society would hav to be indicted, if the officers of 
the law did their sworn duty—which they probably 
would not, most of them being Christians—and no 
one could circulate the Bible through the mails 
without becoming a criminal. There is no moral 
help for these Christians of the Bible Society—and 
there could be no legal help were the officers of the - 
law impartial—if Judge Foster overrules the de- 
murrer and the Appellate Court sustains him. But 
Christians generally seem to want to do as they 
please with their inspired vulgarity, and shut up 
everyone who calls public attention to the weak 
places in their book. If J. B. Wise were an ortho- 
dox church-member, does anyone suppose that he - 
would hav been molested for quoting scripture in 
his correspondence? Hardly. We never saw an 
orthodox Christian who had the slightest conception 
of fair play where matters of belief were involved, 
and now that Miss Chapman has revealed her ina- 
bility to see the point at issue in the Wise case, we 
never expect to. Toreligionists, laws are for other 
people. They themselvs must be allowed immunity, 
and anyone who turns the light of investigation on 
them and their creeds must go to jail, where Ven- 
num would fain put Wise, so that that one-armed 
individual may no more worst him in argument. 

Boiled down, this is the position the courts, Miss 
Chapman, and the Kansas district attorney hav got. 
into: The courts hold that any book with obscene 
passages in it is unmailable. Miss Chapman holds 
(by her condemnation of Mr. Wise) that the Bible, 
and incidentally Shakspere, hav such passages. In 
this, so far as the Bible is concerned, one United 
States district attorney agrees with Miss Chapman. 
According to these two eminent literary authorities, 
therefore, the Bible is an obscene book and unmail- 
able. And Miss Chapman believes that the Bible 
is the word of God! 

In such absurd postures do Christians expose 
themselvs through neglect to train their reasoning 
faculties and cultivate a sense of fairness and 
justice. 
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Some More Witnesses for Jesus, or Christ. 


M. Pierre Courbet, writing in Cosmos in criticism 
of Max Muller's expressed wish for a history of 
Jesus “written outside of the legendary halo, not 
by his disciples, but by an independent ocular wit- 
ness, who had seen and heard the Christ during the 
three years of his activ life, who had been present 
at the passion, and at the events that followed it," 
SAYS: 

‘6+ * + We should refer him also to Josephus, to 
Tertullian, to Celsus, the first and last of whom were 
certainly not friends of Christianity.” 

Surely, M. Courbet will not assert that the writers 
he names, or any of them, could comply with the 
conditions laid down by Professor Muller. Neither 
could hav been an ocular witness of the ministry 
of Jesus. Josephus was not born until the year 
38 of the Christian era (after the death of the al- 
leged savior), Celsus lived in the second century, 
and Tertullian did not come upon the stage of ac- 
tion until after the middle of that century. Not 
being eye-witnesses, the most that they can tell us 
is what they knew through tradition, and the writ- 
ten narrativ of others. What hav they told? Let 
us take Josephus first. He was a painstaking histo- 
rian. He recorded events of small importance and 
concerning people little known. Has he mentioned 
Christ? No. Why, considering that he took pains 
to giv accounts of the various impostors and the 
heads of parties that arose among the Jews, from 
Augustus to the fall of Jerusalem, did he omit men- 
tion of Jesus? But we are told that he did men- 
tion him, and we are referred to this passage in the 
third chapter of Book XVIII. of the “Antiquities 
of the Jews”: 

** Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if 
it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of won- 
derful works —a teacher of such men as receive the truth 
with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the 
Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; 
and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men 
amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that 
loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he ap- 
peared to them alive again the third day, as the divine 
prophets had fortold these and ten thousand other won- 
derful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, 
so named from him, are not extinct at this day." 


Josephus was a Jew. But here he is made to 
Speak as a Christian. He recognizes Jesus as 
Christ, “the anointed." This fact alone discredits 
the whole paragraph. Then we perceive that it is 

.not germane to the subjects treated in the chapter. 
In the preceding paragraph Josephus tells how Pi- 
late, procurator of Judea, wishing to bring a cur- 
rent of water to Jerusalem, and doing it with the 
sacred money, incurred the displeasure of the Jews, 
who raised aclamor against him and reproached and 
abused him publicly. Thereupon he sent a large 
number of disguised soldiers among them, who, 
at a given signal, fell on tha people and killed very 
many of them, the others running away wounded. 
Then comes the paragraph relied on by M. Courbet, 
followed by one beginning with these words: 
“About this time also another sad calamity put the 
Jews into disorder," ete. 
from Rome to Sardinia of four thousand Jews and 
the punishment otherwise of a greater number of 
them. Now itis plain that this calamity, which is 
* another sad calamity,” was meant to be directly 
connected with the first calamity mentioned as hav- 
ing happened to the Jews at “about this time,” 
that is, the slaughter of the seditious Jews by Pi- 
late’s order. Clearly, the un-Jewish passage relat- 
ing to the wonder-working “ Christ" is an interpo- 
lation. This is further borne out by the closing 
statement that the “tribe of Christians,’ named 
from Christ, “are not extinct at this day.” What 
day? Manifestly, a day long subsequent to the 
time when Christ was said to hav lived, for the form 
and tone, so to speak, of the expression, imply a 
long interval, while Josephus lived no later than 
the succeeding generation. It is generally con- 
ceded by competent Christian critics that this pas- 
sage was forged as late as the third or fourth cent. 
ury. It has been rejected by Ittigius, Le Clerc, 
Blondel, Vandale, Bishop Warburton, and many 
others, including the learned and celebrated Dr. 
Lardner, whose “Credibility of the Gospel History’ 


This was the banishment. 


is still standard. This eminent Christian writer 
givs nine reasons for pronouncing the passage 
spurious : 

“I do not perceive that we at all want the suspected 
testimony to Jesus, which was never quoted by any of 
our Christian ancestors before Eusebius. 

** Nor do I recollect that Josephus has any where men- 
tioned the name or word ‘Christ,’ in any of his works, 
except the testimony above mentioned [the disputed pas- 
sage], and the passage concerning James the Lord's 
brother. [And Josephus does not say ‘the Lord's 
brother,’ but ‘the brother of Jesus,’ which one of the 
numerous Jesus’s of the time is not determined, while 
the added clause, ‘who is called Christ,’ is now de- 
nounced as a forgery by Christians themselvs]. 

** Tt interrupts the narrativ. 

**'The language is quite Christian. 

**Tt is not quoted by Chrysostom, though he often re- 
fers to Josephus, and could not hav omitted quoting it, 
had it been, then, in the text. 

**Tt is not quoted by Photius, though he has three ar- 
ticles concerning Josephus. 

‘Under the article, ‘Justus of Tiberias,’ this author 
[Photius] expressly states that this historian [Josephus], 
being a Jew, has not taken the least notice of Christ. 

** Neither Justin in his dialog with Trypho the Jew, 
nor Clemens Alexandrinus, who made so many extracts 
from ancient authors, nor Origen against Celsus, has ever 
mentioned this testimony. 

** But on the contrary, in Chapter XXXV. of the first 
book of that work, Origen openly affirms that Josephus, 
who had mentioned John the Baptist, did not acknowl- 
edge Christ.” 

It is now generally admitted by competent and 
honest judges that this alleged testimony of Jo 
Sephus was forged between the time of Origen and 
that of Eusebius, probably by the latter writer, who 
was the first to “quote” it, and who was oneof the 
most notorious of Christian forgers of whatever 
was thought necessary to strengthen the religious 
system for which he wrote. Baron Bunsen says 
(Egypt, vol. i, p. 200): “Eusebius had undertaken, 
in a very unscrupulous and arbitrary spirit, to muti- 
late history." And there isan abundance more like 
evidence of his unreliability. Returning for one 
moment to Josephus—Dr. Kippis says that the 
quotation from his “Antiquities” should “be for 
ever discarded from any place among the evidences 
of Christianity,” which judicial statement we com- 
mend to the careful consideration of M. Courbet. 

Why M. Courbet should include Tertullian in the 
list of impartial and otherwise competent witnesses 
for the existence of Jesus Christ we are at a loss to 
conjecture. He was neither contemporary nor un- 
biased, for he lived in the closing years of the 
second and the opening years of the third centuries, 
and he was a zealous Christian Father, so extremely 
fanatical that he declared that he maintained the 
absolute truth of the assertion that Jesus rose 
after he had been buried, “because it was mani- 
festly impossible "! 

As to Celsus, one of the same objections applies 
—he was not contemporary with Jesus. The most 
partial Christian advocates cannot place him earlier 
than 150 to 170, and it is almost certain that he 
wrote in the first half of the third century. None 
of his works remains to us; the most that we hav 
are fragments which Origen quotes to refute, so 
that all at last depends on the fairness of that 
Christian Father. If Origen made faithful quota- 
tions Celsus did not refer to any of the existing 
books of the New Testament, his quotations being 
from other and now lost books. In no sense does 
he fulfil the conditions prescribed by Max Muller. 
In this connection it may be remarked that it is 
somewhat singular that if the pagan and other 
writers opposed to Christianity gave such valuable 
testimony to the fact of the existence of the Naza- 
rene and the miracles performed by him, as also 
the miracle performed on him, the resurrection, 
go little of their works remain. Why did the Chris- 
tians destroy all this evidence or suffer it to be lost? 

One more reference here to the witnesses cited 
by M. Courbet. He says, speaking of Professor 
Muller's wish: “We should refer him, finally, to all 
the martyrs of the first century, who surely did not 
giv their lives for an imaginary being.” Does the 
sincerity of the martyr prove the existence of the 
god or man-god in whom he believes? If so, all 
the “false saviors” of the world actually lived and 
did the marvelous deeds attributed to them by their 
worshipers. If so, all the ‘false religions” are 


true. M. Courbet must see that his argument 
proves altogether too much. As Cassels, author 
of that great work, “Supernatural Religion," says, 
* every religion has had it martyrs, every error its 
devoted victims.” And again: “Do the Jews, who 
for centuries bore the fiercest contumelies of the 
world, and were persecuted, hunted, and done to 
death by every conceivable torture for persisting in 
their denial of the truth of the incarnation, resur- 
rection, and ascension, and in their rejection of 
Jesus Christ, do they furnish a convincing argu- 
ment for the truth of their belief and the falsity of 
Christianity? Or hav the thousands who hav been 
consigned to the stake by the Christian church her- 
self for persisting in asserting what she has de- 
nounced as damnable heresy, proved the correctness 
of their views by their sufferings and death? His- 
tory is full of the records of men who hav honestly 
believed every kind of error and heresy, and hav 
been steadfast to the death, through persecution 
and torture, in their mistaken belief. There is 
nothing [else] so inflexible as superstitious fanati 
cism, and persecution, instead of extinguishing it, 
has invariably been the most certain means of its 
propagation. The sufferings of the Apostles, there- 
fore, cannot prove anything beyond their own be- 
lief, and the question what it was they really did 
believe and suffered foris by no means so simple as 
it appears.” i 

The last sentence is especially applicable to the 
case of the “martyrs of the first century.” More 
than that, was the “all” of them very large? It is 
extremely doubtful About 161-69 Melito, Bishop 
of Sardis, addressed an “apology ” to the Emperor 
Verus, in which he said that persecution of Chris- 
tians had “never happened before," and that Nero 
and Domitian alone, stimulated by certain malicious 
persons, showed a disposition to “slander our faith” 
(Eusebius, Book IV., Ch. 26). It is not likely that 
Eusebius, unscrupulous as he was, would manu- 
facture evidence for the pagans. Between thirty 
and forty years later Tertullian sustained the state- 
ments of Melito and added that Verus also had not 
persecuted. He was not quite so favorable to 
Nero, but said that Domitian only banished, but 
soon permitted the exiles to return. Excepting 
these two rulers, he calls upon any one to “ point 
out a single persecutor of the Christian name." 
Unless these distinguished Christians hav lied in 
this matter most prodigiously, what becomes of M. 
Courbet’s swarming martyrs of the first century, 
whose deaths testified to the existence of the man 
Jesus and the risen God, Christ? 

A man by the name of Jesus there may hav been, 
who, at some period in the history of Judea, was 
executed as a religious or political disturber, for the 
name is a common one and the offense far from un- 
heard of, but the witnesses introduced by M. Cour- 
bet were not contemporaries of Jesus, and they are 
of no help to the advocate. They hsv been cf no use 
in the attempt to demonstrate a purely human 
event. Will they be able to establish the truth of 
the proposition that not only did this man Jesus 
liv, but that he was the son of God on his father’s 
side and of a perpetual virgin on his mother's, 
that he did many miracles, and ascended from the 
grave to heaven? 

HAT NUNC ERECRR QE ES 

Rev. Dr. Cuyler praises Anthony Comstock for 
«his efforts to suppress immoral books,” and then 
in the next breath advises his hearers to cherish 
the Bible as “the first and best of books” and 
never to touch impure or ungodly publications, 
Won't they hav some difficulty in obeying both of 
these injunetions at once? And then to think that 
the Christiane out in Kansas are trying to bring 
this same pure Bible under the operation of the 
very United States law that the same Saint Anthony 
Comstock rushed through Congress for the sup- 
pression of the immoral books of which Dr. Cuyler 
talks so glibly! Fate is sometimes terribly cruel 
in its irony. 


Since our last acknowledgment was made we 
hav received for the Fleckten Bible in the schools 
fight in Minnesota, fifty cents from Wm. Platts and 
$2 from H. Bernhard. 
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The Sunday Fight Is on Now. 

In Duluth a Norwegian society has been giving 
Sunday concerts, and recently concluded to add 
theatricals to the entertainment. This “ stirred up 
some of the church-going people in the West End,” 
and the “ Rev. Mr. Craig, and two other clergymen, 
called on Mayor Lewis to protest against allowing 
the entertainment to come off, as being subversiv 
of good morals and an opening wedge for profes- 
sional theatrical exhibitions.” Of course the mayor 
obediently hunted up a statute that forbids theat- 
rical performances, and so he “gave order in his 
usual pleasant way” that the directions of his 
clerical masters be put into effect. It is to be pre- 
sumed that the only reason the Sunday monopo- 
lists did not demand the suppression of the con- 
certs also was because the law at present tolerates 
them. 

West Virginia has been struck by the Sunday law 
enforcament wave. Huntington is a city of about 
10,000 inhabitants. Hore is a paragraph. from the 
mayor's orders to the chief of police: 

** You are, therefore, directed to order closed, on each 
and every Sunday after the first of May, all business 
houses of every description, including barber shops, 
public bath rooms, fruit stands, restaurants, all classes of 
confectionery stores, meat shops, newspaper offices, and 
soda water and ice cream parlors; to prohibit all labor 
(excepting cases of charity and absolute necessity), in- 
cluding delivery and sale of newspapers, and delivery of 
ice, milk, and meat; to order closed all drug stores, ex- 


cept for the sole purpose of filling prescriptions duly is- 
sued by a licensed physician.” 


In addition to the occupations mentioned in the 
order, the street-car lines are held up by prosecu- 
tions. How sinful it must be to bathe on the 
priests’ day! Nothing of the kind will be allowed 
unless you use the “blood of the Lamb” in lieu of 
water. God will hav to get after the birds, for the 
impious little wretches will bathe on Sunday, in 
spite of the police. It must be that they “lack 
spirituality,” else the preachers and their servants, 
the lawmakers, lack sense. There is one encourag- 
ing feature about the Huntington crusade—the 
regulations are so drastic that the virulent intoler- 
ance which the ministers hav succeeded in import- 
ing into them may result in their early abrogation 
—sometime in the next half century, perhaps—for 
even the American worm will occasionally turn if 
you grind him down very hard into the dirt. He 
will endure almost anything, though, if you talk 
soothingly to him about religion and morality. 
Quite a large number of the smaller towns in West 
Virginia are following the lead of Huntington, and 
the epidemic is spreading. 

The Sunday Observance League of St. Paul is 
moving vigorously against Sunday baseball, having 
decided, for some inscrutable reason, to make this 
sport, instead of the Sunday saloon, the first vic- 
tim of their wrath. H. F. Phelps tells in the Amer- 
ican Sentinel the story.of the struggle up to May 
6. During all the preparations for the opening of 
the base-ball season nothing was heard of opposi- 
lion by the League, but on April 19, just before 
the initial game was played, a representativ—a 

preacher, of course, Rev. O. E. Haupt —called on 
the mayor and suggested that it would be for the 
good of the community to stopthe game. This was 
not the mayor of Huntington, and so he demurred 
to the proposition of the minister, holding that it 
would not be for the good of the community to do 
as the League wished. He even gave utterance to 
the Jeffersonian but awfully heretical remark that 
that government was best which governed least. 
. This evidently surprised and startled Mr. Haupt, 
for he protested that the maxim would not hold 
good in the case of St. Paul; the people there could 
not govern themselvs; the principle would apply 
only when and where the people were fully capable 
of self-government. Upon which the inquisitiv Mr. 
Phelps is moved to propound this poser: “ Admit- 
ting that the people are not fully capable of self- 
government, who made the Sunday Observance 
League the governors of the people who cannot 
govern themselvs? Where are their credentials ?” 
Unanswered, to date. Mr. Haupt told the mayor 
that there was a statute against games and sports 
on Sunday, but the official declined to enforce it, 
maintaining that it was simply a club to be held 


over the heads of transgressors. He did not spec- 
ify what good purpose it could serve asa terrorizer, 
but possibly it has its use, when in a state of sus- 
pension, as a vote-inducer for the mayor’s party. 
Games were played on April 21 and one other Sun- 
day before May 6, under the protection of four 
special and one mounted police. Mass meetings 
for and against hav been held, petitions and coun- 
ter petitions circulated, and lawyers consulted. 
Now the clergy are agitating for a «Saturday half- 
holiday," in a last desperate effort to save Sunday 
for themselvs. They are perfectly willing that 
base-ball shall “ desecrate” the Bible Sabbath if 
only they can preserve the sanctity of the Sabbath 
of the Catholic church and the Puritans—that is, 
keep a free field for themselvs. . 

The Pope has sent the apostolic benediction to 
the Association for Sunday “ Rest" in France. He 
ineludes the labors of the Association among the 
*pious works" in which France abounds, and 
speaks of the “holiness” of its aims. We subjoin 
these significant lines from Leo's letter, hoping 
that they may help to-open the eyes of some per- 
Sons who are inclined to look favorably on the Sun- 
day observance movement but who, with a strange 
lack of insight and observation, are unable to per- 
ceive that it is, in inception and intent, a priestly 
scheme solely for the benefit of the church: 

** As to you, Beloved Sen [M. Keller, president of the 
Sunday Association], and to your companions, who are 
so well inspired, We think it just to giv you Our exhor- 
tation. We wish that what so far you hav been doing 
spontaneously, and upon your own initiativ, you will 
continue to do in the future, in compliance with Our in- 
vitation. 

**'May God look with complacency upon your organi- 
zation and the manifold works done by you for His 
cause, and may you find a pledge of Divine favors in the 
Apostolic Blessing which We impart t» you, Beloved Son, 
and to all those who, with you, devote themselvs to so 
salutary an enterprise." 

The Sunday fight is on Now. Are our reserves 
ready for mobilization? 


Ah, what is this? Are the missionary supporters 
getting tired of their expensiv luxury? Here is 
part of a dispatch from Boston: 


“A committee of the foreign mission boards and socie- 
ties of the United States and Canada drafted a letter to 
be sent to the missions in all lands urging self-support 
upon every foreign missionary church that is receiving 
aid from the American missionary societies." 

This is urged “for the sake of the missionary 
churches themselvs, for the sake of the pagans not 
yet gathered into the missionary churches, and for 
the sake of the hundreds of millions” to whom no 
missionaries kay been sent and among whom no 
church has been formed. The banner missions of 
the world are stated to be the Burmah missions of 
the Baptist Missionary Union, which hav “more 
than three hundred nativ self-supporting churches 
and eighty-three paying more than half of their 
pastors’ salaries and church expenses.” It is to be 
hoped that the most conspicuous result of this 
Ohristian activity in Burmah is unlike that in Brit- 
ish India, where the Ohristian element of the popu- 
lation contributes to the ranks of the criminals in a 
ratio enormously out of proportion to its own ratio 
to the total population of the country. 


A correspondent of the New York World thinks 
that the New Jersey ministers make a mistake when 
they try to prevent Colonel Ingersoll lecturing in 
that state, either by appealing to the old Puritan 
statutes or by boycotting the meetings. He says 
that they advertise him by resorting to these meth- 
ods. This is no doubt true, but your orthodox sup- 
pressionist never takes the hint. The correspond- 
ent adds that if this misdirected opposition ceased 
the people might find that Colonel Ingersoll has 
simply turned a lot of second-hand misinformation 
out of cyclopedias into disguised blank verse. The 
colonel will not dare deny, it is asserted, that he 
gets most of his materials for lectures out of cyclo- 
pedias and “such like handbooks.” We hav no- 
ticed that for the last few months it is a fashiona- 
ble orthodox answer to the colonel’s arguments to 
assert that he obtains his facts from the cyclopedias. 
This is a funny charge. We do not know how de- 


voted our orator is to the study of the cyclopedias, 
and it does not make any difference, for his critics 
so far hav not been able to dispose of either his 
facts or his arguments, but it is well known that a 
good modern cyclopedia is a hundred times more 
reliable than the Bible or the writings of Eusebius. 
If the ministers would take their texts from the cy- 
clopedias instead of the Bible they could giv their 
hearers a good deal more truth in the course of a 
year than they do now. 


— — aite — 


How “we Christians ” do love liberty! Here is 
a bill introduced in the legislature of Illinois, and 
primarily aimed at Schweinfurth, the Rockford 
“Christ,” which provides that impersonation of 
“the Deity or his Son” shall be punished with im- 
prisonment! Whew! How fearful the good 
brethren are that they will be “taken in” by some 
impostor masquerading as God or Christ! The 
ridiculousness of the whole performance is equaled 
only by its inexcusable tyranny. If the Bible is 
true, these stupid despots’ own “Savior” was exe- 
cuted for the same offense they charge against 
Schweinfurth. No doubt the latter is just as much 
the “Son of God” as was the victim of their Pales- 
tinian prototypes. It is merely the latest but not 
the last manifestation of the inane jealousy of the 
sectarists. Why not enact that whoever imperson- 
ates Buddha or Allah or Mohammed or any other 
of the “heathen” gods or saviors be imprisoned! 
Such an act would be precisely as just and reason- 
able as the one proposed. Of course this bill is 
intended for the protection of Christians unable to 
take care of themselvs. No one thinks that Free- 
thinkers would need such a safeguard. We are not 
in any danger of buying celestial gold bricks. The 
law is intended by the Ohristiang to prevent some 
of their incompetents wandering off after “ strange 
gods." Since the foregoing was written we hav 
read in the press dispatches of one John Gabriel, 
who, dressed in white trousers and white jacket, 
was nearly mobbed in Kansas City, Kan., because 
he attempted to palm himself off as a latter-day 
Christ. On May 14 he addressed a crowd gathered 
in the court house square, taking his text from the 
New Testament. When he said, “I am the spirit- 
ual successor of Jesus Christ on earth and a 
regenerated Adam,” disapprobation was loudly ex- 
pressed, but when he added that he was “ first 
born” ani that all who wished to be saved must 
gain salvation through him, there were cries of 
“lynch him” and “string up the blasphemer,” 
while the crowd moved in menacingly upon the 
modern savior. A man had his hand raised to 
strike Gabriel when the latter asked the people to 
join in singing a hymn. His coolness for the mo- 
ment awed the ringleader and the rest. The ac- 
count concludes as follows : 

‘At this juncture three policemen appeared on the 
scene and quickly started Gabriel-toward the station house. 
The crowd soon recovered from its spell, and pressing 
closely after the quartet, renewed its demands for veng- 
eance. For a time it seemed doubtful which would come 
out victorious, but the officers, by hard work and threat- 
ening, finally landed Gabriel in the station house. Ga- 
briel is thirty-five years old, and claims to come from 
Cedar county, Iowa. He says he will continue his aiser- 
tions made to-night. If he dues serious trouble is feared. 

We can easily imagin that the Jewish mob acted 
in the same way about the declarations of Jesus— 
granting, for illustration's sake, that the Nazarene 
story is true in its essential features, on the human 
side—that it was as silly and bloodthirsty as the 
mob of Kansas Ohristians. Esch was eager to 
shriek “ blasphemer," and to murder in the name 
of its god. In both instances sensible men would 
hav smiled in contempt of the preposterous claims 
of the “saviors” and in pity for their mentally un- 
balanced condition and hav taken steps to hav them 
kindly cared for as unfortunates. The ridiculous 
and savage conduct af the Kansas mob shows how 
very little nineteen centuries of Ohristian teaching 
has done to enlighten the minds or improve the 
manners and morals of the believing masses. Jew- 
ish mob, or Ohristian mob, there is little to choose. 
To-day in Illinois it is “false Ohrists" in prison; 
in Kansas, at ropes'ends. And yet Christians hate 
and berate the Jews for killing à man who “ blas- 
phemed ” their prejudices! 
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News and Notes. 


Farewell to America for & season, and all hail to 
England! It is a beautiful day, and with the good 
wishes of many friends I set sail. Fortunately E. 
A Stevens is with us, and other friends from Chi- 
cago; the Editor of Tue Terora Szxkzn, of course, 
who does not let the Secular Pilgrim depart with- 
out a blessing. Newark comrades are also present, 
aud Henry Bird cheers our way with a resplendent 
mass of flowers. The lovely colors and petals 
merge in brilliant harmony, and in the center 
blazes the happy motto, “Bon Voyage,” and for 
days, as we journey on, we look upon this beautiful 
remembrance of our nativ land. Flowers and 
waves thus mingle with delightful inspiration. To 
add to the zest and promis of our eventful depart- 
ure, the following message from Ingersoll, who is 
illuminating the path of freedom in the broad 
West, breathes its music to my heart: 

My Dear Mr. PurNAM: I hear that you are going to 
England, and I write to wish you a happy voyage, a good 
visit, and a quick return. I wish you to giv my very best 
regards to the Liberals you may meet. 
a great work, and my heart goes out to them all. They 
are sturdy, tenacious, good-natured, and brave; say what 
they mean, and hate sham and cant with all their 
strength. 

Giv them my love. 

I regret that I cannot see you off, but I do not reach 
New York until the 25th. 

Be a good boy; enjoy yourself; tell the truth and 
sham the clergy, and come home healthy and happy. 

If you happen to see George Jacob Holyoake, the 
philosopher, philanthropist, and Secular saint, do not 
forget to tell him that I love him. 

Yours always, R. G. INGERSOLL. 

So the great New World passes out-of sight, and 
the glorious dream of a life is about to be fulfilled. 

What gorgeous scenery appears as we glide 
down the harbor! The city shines with its innum- 
erable roofs and towers and walls, whence the 
sunlight is flashed back in diamond rays. The 
great statue of Liberty lifts its luminous torch over 
our way. The islands advance, recede, and gleam 
away in the blue radiance. The sea broadens more. 
and more; the horizon expands until at last the 
faintest glimmer of land sinks in molten silver. 

Our voyage has been one, so far, of exceptional 
beauty. No storm has yet darkened our way. A 
few mists and clouds hav rolled along, but the ocean 
has been smooth, and scarcely any one has been 
sick, not even the babies. They are lively as crick- 
ets, and the children play all day long on the deck 
as they would at home. The City of Berlin is a 
stanch vessel and plows the sea with steady motion. 
I cannot, therefore, record the horrors of a tem- 
pestuous voyage, and delineate the picturesque suf- 
ferings of seasick passengers. I expected to hav 
an awful time of it, and to be confined to my cabin, 
and pay my devotions to Neptune without any re- 
gard to appearances, but nothing of the sort has 
occurred. It has been simply delightful. The 
winds and waves hav moved in harmonious concert 
The azure firmament, with its glorious clouds, has 
overhung the softly rolling magnificence of the 
boundless waters. It has been a lovely experience, 
a perfect dream, a poetic joy, this rhythmic march of 
day and night, with blue and gold and silver sheen. 
We watch the waves dance and glitter; the broad 
sail swelling to the breeze; the black columns of 
smoke rolling aloft. Backward as we gaze, the sun- 
burst makes the tossing waters one dazzling sheet 
of white, and looking forward it appears as if we 
were climbing an immense hill. Occasionally a ship 
darts in view, but very seldom. It seems as if we 
were all alone in the universe, so little are there any 
signs of life beyond our circle of humanity. For 
the time being we are & world in ourselvs, shut off 
from all mankind by measureless depths. We make 
the best of it, and an interesting panorama of life 
is ever in view. I do not hav a dull moment. 
There is always something occurring, and the slight- 
est incident has a charm. If we should see a whale 
spouting, it would be equal to a whole operatic 
performance. We are constantly on the lookout, 
and every distant sail or mast or puff of smoke is 
hailed with delight. This is a jolly, lazy life. We 
can simply do nothing without a pang of conscience. 
We can sleep till noon if we want to, and go to bed 
immediately after dinner. For the time being we 
are relieved of all care and burden as to the prog- 
ress of mankind. There is no sense of duty. We 
can follow the impulse of the moment, “loaf with 
our soul,” as Whitman says, and let things drift. 
It is truly delightful to be thus absolutely aimless 
for a while, and to lie down and hav a good rest; 
float along with wind and wave in the bliss of pure 

- existence, in a sort of nirvana, sleeping, dreaming, 
brooding, musing in the blessed. arms of old ocean 
to the music of the thundering machinery. Every 
night as I go to bed—and I don't generally get to 
bed until about midnight—there are so many things 

. to see, especially the changing glories of sea and 


They-are doing. 


sky, the moon and stars, the phosphorescent waves, 
and immeasurable blackness beyond—every night 
I am soothed to slumber by the throbbing of the 
great engin, and the gentle rocking of the ship as 
it heaves up and down the long swells, and I float 
away in gorgeous Visions, and take no note of time, 
until the terrible gong sounds close to my cabin 
door. It is proposed to steal that gong in order 
that we may sleep undisturbed until ten o’clock in 
the morning. 

The modern steamship is a cosmopolitan world. 
It has a vast variety of humanity. Every passen- 
ger is an individuality. There is no repetition, no 
monotony. The elements are gathered from all 
over the earth—from Guatemala, Canada, Califor- 
nia, Louisiana, Colorado, Ohio, Connecticut ; from 
Chicago, New York, Boston, India, and from Eng- 
land, France and Germany, etc. It is a promiscu- 
ous, happy crowd. There are actors, artists, singers, 
commercial travelers, men of business, military offi- 
cers, doctors, students, mining men, the Salvation 
Army lass, sports, priests, nuns, and Freethinkers, 
and we mingle without any friction. The priest 
and I can smoke a cigar together and talk of the 
weather without any idea of persecution for opin- 
ion’s sake. 
the moment. We do not need any introductions. 
We simply talk whenever we meet, as if we had 
known each other all our lifetime. There is no 
conventionality ; Mrs. Grundy puts in no appear- 
ance except on Sunday, and then she reigns some- 
what indifferently. I must confess that Sunday 
was 8 little bit stupid. There was a smack of sol- 
emn Puritanism about it, seeing that we could not 
play cards, and there were church services, Catholic 
and Protestant and Salvation Army, which I did 
not attend. However, one could get a drink when- 
ever he desired and play “craps,” a curious min- 
gling of religion and freedom. Even the Chris- 
tians complained that the Sunday was a little tedi- 
ous and appeared glad when it was over. People 
on board ship don’t care much for the “ Holy Sab- 
bath.” As we change the reckoning every day an 
hour or so, it is pretty difficult to keep track of the 
really “holy time.” It grows uncertain as we fly 
over the sea, and one can’t but think that every day 
is alike. The changing ocean and skies are a great 
enlightener of bigoted humanity. 

In fact, those people who travel are not much big- 
oted. Even when I talk with the orthodox passen- 
ger I find a geniality and openness about him that 
would be impossible to find in a country village. 
Those who travel must to a certain extent “ put 
yourself in his place.” They can’t keep in the 
shell. They must come out. They must see things. 
They must learn that the universe is broad and that 
there are a great many people in it as good as 
themselvs and who do not believe as they do. One 
cannot take an ocean voyage without having his or- 
thodoxy knocked a little askew, no matter how stiff 
his backbone may be. 

We find on a steamship a kind of model common- 
wealth ; about the way the world will be when we 
reach “ the good time coming.” The officers attend 
strictly to business and keep the ship on its right 
course, and clean and comfortable. What a bless- 
ing it will be when politicians do the same thing 
with the ship of state, instead of running all over 
the passengers, and making a mess generally, while 
the ship is very apt to strike on the rocks. Here 
the officers attend to the ship and let the passen- 
gers take care of themselvs, with the single excep- 
tion of the ridiculous Sunday law, and that, I should 
judge, is * more honored in the breach than the ob- 
servance," even by church members. But generally 
the passengers are unhampered, and thus we hav a 
genuin display of human nature, and on the whole 
we find that it develops pretty splendid qualities. 
Instead of each one retiring to his cabin and look- 
ing out for number one in luxurious selfishness, 
every man for himself and devil take the hindmost, 
there is a spirit of generosity and cooperation. 
They all try to make oneanother happy. They are 
ready to do any service. It is realized that we 
must depend upon one another for our pleasures, and 
after the first day we are good friends and neigh- 
bors all around. There is not a particle of relig- 
ious motiv; theology is a dead letter so far as ac- 
tion is concerned. We simply know that we are 
shut off from all other existence; that we are for 
the time being like a planet sailing through the im- 
mensities of space; and so we recognize the fact 
that it is only by mutual good will that we can re- 
lieve the tedium of the voyage, and therefore every 
one is ready to be sociable, to help entertain, to 
lend a hand, and contribute to the common fund of 
enjopinente There is a true democracy on board 
ship. . ; 

I find all sorts of genius and talent here. We 
can talk on every subject and learn something ; art, 
literature, science, business, politics, fashion, social 


We make acquaintances on the spur of 


reform. Every day I discover some one who can 
tell me things I didn’t know before. This is a kind 
of university and every passenger is a professor of 
something. He or she can always giv one a piece 
of information. Vast and varied experiences are 
concentrated in this little group of voyagers. And 
there is no pretense about it. It won’t do for any- 
body to put on airs—for if he does he will be taken 
down. One must be free and easy as nature made 
him or he will be voted a bore. No fringes are 
allowed. Of course one can be a crank if he is 
built that way. Steamship life, while, like death, 
a great leveler, is at the same time a wonderful 
developer of originality. The vast ocean and 
boundless sky bring out the essential self. Artifi- 
cial distinctions vanish, but idiosyncrasies hav full 
sweep. 

It is wonderfully interesting to follow the path- 
way of this mighty ship—to muse on what man has 
done from the canoe to this almost living glory of 
his imperial genius. What a fiery monster is the 
great engin as it works day and night! When we 
gaze down into the interior of the ship it seems as 
if we were looking into hell itself, so profound are 
the depths, in whose dismal shades and flashing 
gloom men work like bees, and keep the hot heart 
of the ship palpitating with resistless energy, and 
the magnificent hulk speeds on, which all the bil- 
lows of the angry sea cannot prevent. What an 
evolution from the depths of time, this glorious, 
beautiful winged creature, with thunder and fire, 
majestically sweeping the unfathomable main ! 

What a picture of the universe, ever changing, is 
thus presented ; sea and sky, wind and wave, moon 
and stars, clouds and mist, gold and silver light, 
masses of radiance, and the sea of humanity itself 
in its contrasts of splendor and toil. The floating, 
beautiful, brilliant, intellectual world above, and 
derp down the grime and sweat of ceaseless labor 
that makes possible all this attractiv and resplen- 
dent scene. It is an experience not to be for 
gotten. = 

There is & remarkable array of dramatic and 
musical ability on board, and a concert was given 
for the benefit of the family of an engineer who was 
killed while on duty a trip or two ago. It wasa 
brilliant affair, and was a great credit to the ship 
and the passengers, as well as to human nature, for 
the generosity of spirit manifested. However, 
there are exceptions to the general rule. When 
the Salvation Army lass—who, by the way, is a 
captain, and is going over to England in order that 
General Booth may furnish her with a husband, 
which I believe is the way that marriage is arranged 
in this organization; love has nothing to do with it; 
it a matter of religious duty and command—when 
this captain was asked to contribute a sixpence for 
the benefit of this poor man's family, she replied 
that she must giv ali the money she had to the Sal- 
vation Army. She had nothing, it seems, for hu- 
manity as such. She had no spirit of universal 
benevolence. She was not working for man, but 
for the army. She could not help a suffering fellow- 
being simply because this being was outside the 
Salvation Army. What an iron despotism thus lays 
its hand on superstitious multitudes and prevents 
them from being truly and nobly generous! Again, 
this captain, who professes so much religious sweet- 
ness, in the course of a conversation with a fellow 
passenger who was politely maintaining his own 
principles, cried out, “That is a lie, sir, and you are 
a liar.” 

What a beautiful exhibition of Christian charity! 
Isn't there something of the Inquisition lurking in 
this ignorant fanaticism? It is the Salvation- 
Army that would tear Hypatia to pieces in the mad- 
ness of their blind faith. It needs but the oppor- 
tunity to pour forth its volcanic fire of persecution. 

What a drama one could write if he could bring 
into juxtaposition the elements of human nature 
aboard ship! All the history of the past might 
flash forth in one voyage. The steamship is a kind 
of magnet in the midst of the waters, and the elec- 
tric currents of humanity run through her from all 
portions of the earth, although the connection is 
apparently severed. 

A little “stowaway” was born on May Ist—a 
May blossom of humanity. I do not know what 
they will charge for his passage, but I guess he will 
get off scot-free, since he is young and spry. He 
is born an Englishman, if he so elects, for the 
British flag floats over him. I cannot welcome 
him, perhaps, as a countryman, only as a citizen of 
the world. Long life and happiness to the ocean 
stranger, coming 

Out of the everywhere into the here, 

This afternoon, May 3d, a wreck swung by the 
ship, a desolate object-—the masts broken, the 
sails draggling, the decks burned black and the 
sides broken in. What a reminder of the storms 
and perils of the sea! Through what awful suffer- 
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ings the crew must hav passed before they aban- 
doned the tossing vegsel, and dared their fortunes 
with the remorseless billows. In deathlike majesty 
the derelict rolled by, a tombstone of the sea, an 
emblem of human tragedy, while we, with sunshine, 
splendor, and rejoicing, swept onward, the ocean 
smiling, the skies beaming, land only a hundred 
miles away, and our hearts full of gladness and ex- 
ultation: We could throw a biscuit on board as 
the shattered ship went on, sad, solemn, and solitary, 
without a single greeting to our crowded decks. 

And anon a great steamship of the German line, 
only a mile or two distant, sweeps towering along, 
with sails spread, with rolling columns of smoke; 
aud immense hulk, dashing into the sunshine until 
it is lost in the glittering horizon like a bird wing- 
ing its way into skyey depths. 

May 4th.—I hav arrived safely, and am now in 
London enjoying the delightful hospitality of 
Charles Watis and family. Yesterday, at South- 
ampton, I was met by Watts and Foote. It was 
truly like a wonderful dream. It was a royal day, 
indeed, and I ean only suggest the grand inspira- 
tions of the occasion. Next week I shall hav much 
to write of our splendid English allies. My heart 
is full of this beautiful welcome to new shores and 
new work. Saxvxzr, P. PurNAM. 


The Unexpected Has Happened. 


A change—very temporary, we fear—has come 
over the spirit of the dreams of the pious New 
York Herald, as the following excerpts will show. 
In its issue of May 14th it prints a letter from its 
Tokio correspondent, Col. John A. Cockerill, which 
contains some information quite interesting to our 
Christian friends, and some fine satire concerning 
Christianity’s * beautiful doctrins of peace, charity, 
and humanity." Colonel Cockerill says: 


. The one colossal reason that the foe of Japan al- 
ways alvances when discussing the right of the Japanese 
to control and direct their own affairs 1s the dreadful fact 
that they are not a Christien people. Being, from the 
Ohristiàn standpoint, mere pagans, he holds it is unwise 
for the enlightened and highly favored children of civili- 
zation in Europe and America to admit them to the 
blessed sisterhood of sanctified nations. This is, in the 
most intense sense, the argumentum ad hominem of the 
missionary, who would hold Japan as the world holds 
Turkey—until she accepts the cross and its faith. 

The missionaries hav been doing hard work here for 
many years. Long before the Perry expedition the Jes- 
nits were here preaching the Word. When St. Francis 
Xavier was engaged in turning India from its Hindoo be 
liefs he sent converted Japanese agents to this country to 
preach and crusade. In 1549. the work began, ard at the 
dawn of the seventeenth century the Catholics had one 
million converts in Japan. At the last counting they had 
thirty-five thousand. Nearly all of the Protestant 
churches hav expensiv missions here and they hav been 
hammeriog for years. Altogether they hav probably 
thirty thousand communicants. The Orthodox Greek 
ehnroh has eighteen thousand, according to best estimates. 

As for the Japanese, it is quite evident that they are 
taking upon themselvs a civilization to which they cannot 
well adjust their ancient Shinto and Buddhist philoso- 
phies. The dull, leaden doubt of despair of Ecclesiastes 
is falling upon Japan. The temples are attended but in- 
differently, and the attendants are, for the most part, old 
people, ignorant peasants, and children. Agnosticism is 
spreading. The fact that so little has been achieved for 
Ohristianity in over three hundred years, despite the fact 
that the missionaries hav labored so zealously and that 
moat of ‘them are allowed $100 for each child born unto 
them while toiling in this vinyard, is somewhat discourag- 
ine. 7 H . A . . a Š 
‘The son of Japan who handles 8 telegraph instrument, 
the lever of a locomotiv, or who delvs in the sciences 
provided him in the universities, may hold to his old 
Oonfucian code of ethics, but he will not be found much, 
I suspect, in the temples of his ancestors, and the ques- 
tion is, whether, in this day of saddening skepticism and 
indifference, he can be even led to look favorably upon 
the religion born of Nazareth. 

There are people here who hope that one of these fine 
days an imperial edivt will lift Japan from her so-called 
paganism into the full light of Christianity, bnt this. is 
neither possible nor likely to occur. : . . 

If it be impossible for the evangelists who are laboring 
so hard to convert Japan's 45,000,000 people to Chris- 


tianity to make but little impression upon her rock-ribbed 


paganism, may it not become necessary for the emperor 
to invite the civilized powers of the earth to come over 
and bombard the country into the true faith, in order 
that Japan may sit gracefully and independently in the 
grand council of the nations? The question is now, Oan 
Japan, which seems to require no serious religion, be 
brought to Christianity, with its hell, its heaven, and its 
beautiful doctrins of peace, charity, and hnmanity, or 
will a new and more ‘‘ advanced” religion find birth in 
this almost barren field? 

Is the son of America who handles the telegraph 
instrument, the lever of the locomotiv, or delvs in 
the sciences provided in the universities more likely 
' than the son of Japan who does the same to be 
found often in the temples of Ais ancestors, the 
Christian conventicles and cathedrals? That is ter- 
rible sarcasm, the suggestion of Colonel Cockerill 
that it may become necessary for the Christian 
powers to go over and bombard Japan “into the 
true faith." Of course he was not unaware that 
that has ever been the preferred Christian method 
of evangelization. But it remained for the editor 


of the Herald to giv the finishing touches to this 


‘menacing her with diabolical threats to the end that they 


picture of Christianity in the East. In the issue of 
May 15th we find this editorial comment on Colonel 
Cockerill’s letter and questions suggested thereby : 


Colonel Cockerill’s letter published in yesterday’s 
Herald is one which deserves the earnest study of the 
religions world of the West and of the believers in the 
immaculacy of our boasted civilization. Japan has won 
her victories not because of her intense nationalism and 
inherited prowess, but because she had the innate genius 
to choose from our civilization what was necessary only 
to her material advancement. Among her forty-five 
millions of people there are onlv fifty thousand Christians, 
and it is safe to say that after the conclnsion of the pres- 
ent war there will be few leading Japanese statesmen who 
will be inclined to look with favor on the introdnction of 
more of the sort of Ohristian civilization that has made 
itself so selfishly prominent during the last few weeks. 
We hav seen during that time the most powerful Euro- 
pean nations, professing the glories of the Christian re- 
ligion, striving, not to assist Japan on her pathway to the 
highest civilization, but exerting all their influence and 


in their stupendons greed may still gain a few more de- 
eades of years in which to milk the bloated cow of Confu- 
eius for their own pecuniary benefit. Flaunting the va- 
rious flags of Ohristian civilization on their war vessels, 
they hav tried to stay Japan's advance and to prevent the 
young standard bearer of temperate and commercial 
Western civilization getting a foothold and letting the 
light of Western education and science into the benighted 
world cf the fnrther East. > * -+ So far as Japan is 
concerned the Island Empire will presumably advance on 
the lines she has hitherto marked out for herself. She 
will absorb all the material good from the West she is 
capable of assimilating, but she has had such a miserable 
lesson in Christian virtues and justice as it.is taight by 
the European powers as will force her to leave Christian- 
ity along while untouched. Buddhism and Shintoism 
may hav to be burnished up a little, but they will be far 
more acceptable for long years to come to the millions of 
Japan than the creeds of Western powers which, inter- 
preted as they hav been, hav taught them that the best, 
and in fact only, means for the self-preservation of a new 
empire is to select for employment in offense and defense 
from among the thousand glories of our boasted civiliza- 
tion efficient war ships, splendid guns, repeating rifles, 
perfected military organization and the achievements of 
science—most of which we ourselvs hav styled the works 
and inventions of the devil, and none of which are the ab- 
solnte results of Christianity. : 


Paste that last admis.ion of the truth in your 


Scrap-books ; it is wonderful, coming from the emi- 
nently religious Herald. 


Georgia at It Again. 


A special telegram announces that J. Q. Allison, 
a Seventh-Day Adventist of Douglas county, Ga., 
has been arrested for working on Sunday, says the 
American Sentinel. He is to be tried this week. 
Mr. Allison, if convicted, will, according to the 
Georgia statute, “be punished by a fine not to ex- 
ceed one thousand dollars, imprisonment not to 
exceed six months, to work in the chain-gang on 
the public works, or on such other works as the 
county authorities may employ the chain-gang, not 
to exceed twelve months, and any one or more of 
these punishments may be ordered in the discretion 
of the judge.” 

In case a fine is imposed, Section 4582 of the 
Georgia Code makes the following provisions for 
its disposal : 


All moneys arising from fines imposed for offenses, the 
gist of which consists in their being committed on the 
Sabbath day, shallbe paid to the ordinary of the county, 
to be by him distributed for the purpose of establishing 
and promoting Sabbath-schools in the county. 


In case the convicted party refuses to pay fines, 
or in case he is sentenced to the chain-gang, Section 
4814 provides: 


In all cases where Persons are convicted of misde- 
meanor, and sentenced to work in the chain-gang on the 
public works, or public roads, or when such persons are 
confined in jail for non-payment of fines imposed for such 
misdemeanor, the ordinary of the county, and where 
there is a board of commissioners of roads and revenues 
of the counties, then said board of commissioners, and 
in those counties where there is a county judge, then the 
said county judge, where such conviction was had, or 
where such convicts may be confined, may place such 
‘convicts, in the county or elsewhere, to work upon such 
public works of the county, in chain-gangs, or otherwise, 
or hire out such convicts, upon such terms and restric- 
tions as may subserve the ends of justice, and place such 
convicts under such guards as may be necessary for their 
safe keeping. i 


In. care of “insurrection ” (which would doubt- 
less include a refusal to work in the chain-gang on 
the [Biblical] Sabbath), Section 4821 provides: . 


Whenever any convict or convicts now confined, or 
hereafter to be confined, in the penitentiary of this state, 
or member or members of the chain-gang now confined, 
or hereafter to be confined, in the penitentiary of this 
state, or wherever else employed as such, shall be guilty 
of insurrection or attempt at insurrection, such convict 
or convicts, or member or members of the chain-gang, 
shall, upon trial and conviction in the Supreme Court 
of the county in which the crime is committed, be deemed 
guilty of a capital offense, and punished with death, or 
ded other punishment as the judge in his discretion may 
inflict. 


Thus it appears that Mr. Allison is facing as a 
possibility, first, a thousand-dollar fine; second, 


six months’ imprisonment; third, the chain-gang ; 
fourth, all three combined; fifth, he faces the possi- 
bility of being sold to the highest bidder, to some 
contractor, and in either case whether in the chain- 
gang of the state, or of the private contractor, should 
he refuse to work on the Sabbath, as he surely 
would, he “may be punished with death”! 


The state of Georgia is not in Russia; it is in the 


southeastern part of the United States, avd pro- 
fessed Protestant churches are behind this barbar- 
ous Sunday law. 


mu -———— EAA 
Observations. 
I cannot concur in the decision of the courts that 


a single unlawful passage in a book or paper viti- 
ates the entire publication. 
sustained by analogy. There is the human body, 
passages of which are open to criticism, but its cir- 
eulation is still permitted. As a case in point, take 
the Rev. Mr. Talmage. 
tionable personally, yet putting his mouth in evi- 
dence, and following the court decisions, he would 
hav to be condemned as a hole. 


Such a ruling is not 


He is not altogether objec- 


Lhe Catholic Union and Times quotes some 


good-natured remarks from the San Francisco Star 
and heads them “A Protestant Editor on the Sis- 
ters of Charity.” I was personally acquainted for 
some years with Mr. James Barry, editor of the. 
Star, and can testify that the clergymen of San 
Francisco do not regard him as a Protestant jour- 
nalist. 
of paradise. 
mittee one year. 
Independence Day exercises with prayer came up, 
and a member of the committee moved that the 
Rev. Horatio Stebbins, Unitarian, should be en- 
gaged. Mr. Barry objected on the ground that 
prayer by a Unitarian parson was just the same as 


He is a Single Taxer, but has no other hope 
He served on the Fourth of July com- 
The question of opening the 


having no mummery at all, which would suit him 
better. “To the devil with your ministers,” said 
he—for so Mr. Barry expresses his thought when 
in calm discussion. .“ To hell with your ministers. 
If you’ve got to hav a sky-pilot, giv us, by godfrey, 
a blankity-dashed good pot-bellied Catholic priest.” 
Such was his language, and the committee arose. 

I should guess that Barry was raised a Catholic 
and that his family are Catholics now—he being 
indifferent, except that he favors fair play and no 
gouging. Iam quite sure that the editor of the 
Union and Times, in quoting him as a Protestant 
editor, is catching at a straw, which religious edi- 
tors should never do unless there is something good 
in a glass at the other end of it. 

About the first of March last a grocer named 
Stratmann, of Louisville, Ky., was brought into the 
court presided over by one Judge Thompson and 
arraigned for the offense of “being found at his 
calling on the Sabbath day.” A Baptist theological 
student appeared as the prosecuting witness, and 
Stratmann, who is a German, pleaded guilty as 
eharged. He admitted “ being found at his calling,” 
which was an honest one, “on the Sabbath day,” 
but having been reared in the Old World, which is 
governed by tyrants instead of Baptists, he was in- 
sensible that by thus minding his own business he 
would offend against the people of the state of 
Kentucky and their dignity. He retained no coun- 
sel, as, being innocent of either harmful act or 
intent, he felt sure that he would need no defense 
before a just judge. But that was where Mr. Strat- 
mann fooled himself, for Judge Thompson fined him 
five dollars and costs and remanded him pending 
the payment of the same. The clergymen of Louis- 
ville went into throes of elation over this decision, 
and called a meeting at which all the yelloquence 
at their command was evoked to the glory of Judge 
Thompson. One minister felicitated the assem- 
blage on the brightening prospects of the cause 
under such rulings, which he termed “ righteous,” 
and another said: “ Judge Thompson is a fine type 
of a Christian on the bench.” 

Encouraged by this enthusiastic praise of his 
feeble efforts to vindicate the sanctity of the Sab- 
hath, Judge Thompson has made a more powerful 
one to vindicate the sanctity of the marriage tie, 
and he was not turned from his course by the con- 
tingency that in doing this he must commend one of 
the basest murders that ever went unrecorded as 
such. But what is lite compared to sanctity? Let 
us proceed. 

Two weeks ago Fulton Gordon came before this 
same Judge Thompson with blood upon his hands 
and clothes. He had just murdered his wife and a 
young man named Brown; but when he explained 
that the woman seemed to like Brown better than 
himself, and that Brown accepted the situstior. 
Judge Thompson assured him that his apology wat 
adequate and even handsome, and that the couri 
could not find him guilty of a wrong. The judge 
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did not even insult the widowed Gordon by inquir- 
ing if he owned the deceased female; it was not 
necessary, for no gentleman will shoot a lady whom 
he has not previously promised on his oath and 
honor to love, cherish, and protect. How the Louis- 
ville ministers regard this second decision has not 
transpired, but being in a line with the first it prob- 
ably makes the prospects of their cause look even 
brighter than they were just after Grocer Strat- 
mann’s conviction. Under such an administration 
of justice by their * fine type of a Christian on the 
bench” who ought to be in the penitentiary, it is a 
waste of time and eternity for them to wait on the 
formalities of arresting and convicting the Sabbath- 
breaker. They hav only to take the law, the gospel, 
and the gun in their own hands and shoot him as 
he breaks. 


It is to be noted that the code of Louisiana, like 
that of Kentucky, permits the citizen to begin firing 
whenever he discovers the female of his species in 
consort with a rival male. An illustration has just 
appeared in New Orleans, where Dr. S. P. Schwing, 
suspicious of conjugality between Mrs. Schwing 
and Dr. Emile Hiriat, sought the first opportunity 
to pump his brother physician full of lead. The 
learned Judge Whitaker, who had this case before 

. him, after consulting the audience and his own 
political interests, declared that there was nothing 
against the defendant and ordered his release from 
custody. Dr. Schwing omitted to kill his wife, 
which was almost criminal carelessness, since if 
through some judicial oversight the case had come 
to trial she might hav given testimony upon which 
the jury would be compelled to convict. 

These incidents, gaining currency abroad, might 
carry the impression that we hav a punctilious re- 
gard for the marriage obligation, but other facts 
contradict that theory, for the localities where such 
outbreaks of brute instinct occur return the ripest 
and richest and most opulent crop of scandals 
Nor is it to be inferred that human life is quoted 
at a low figure by the sticklers for the code. Life is 
not held cheap except by the one who gets the drop 
on his adversary, while the latter will make as high 
speed as he is capable of to get out of range. One 
reason for judicial leniency is that live men hav 
votes and the dead ones hav lost theirs. The case, 
then, is that marriage does not necessarily place 
the male under moral restraint; it is merely a legal 
formality conferring upon him a license to cause 
the decease of other males intervening, with her 
consent, between himself and the female with whom 
he is more than with others paired. 

Mr. W. L. Sheldon, who holds plow for the Ethi- 
culturalists of St. Louis, has produced a book for the 
young and labeled it the “Story of the Life of Je- 
sus.” A reviewer states that the author has elimi- 
nated the supernatural and miraculous elements 
from the accounts of the carpenter’s son, and that 
the present biography says nothing about the vis- 
ions of Joseph and Mary, the temptation of Christ 
by Satan, nor anything else not admissible to Ethi- 
cal circles. This is throwing away the husk and 
retaining the cob, I should say ; for, devoid of hocus 
pocus, the Galilean appears to hav been a quite 
ordinary type of the sort of people whose mission 
it is to make us tired. His “Life,” when he is so 
viewed, wouldn't be * Hamlet" with the prince of 
Denmark left out altogether, but it would be strictly 
analogous to & version of that play with all refer- 
ence to Hamlet's insanity expunged. 


It is reported that not more than two hundred 
persons attended Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture in 
Dover, N. H., on May 4th, although it was so well 
advertised that everybody in the city must hav 
been aware that it was to be delivered. This intel- 
ligence does not surprise me in the least, for I 
know the kind of country New Hampshire is— 
that is, I know what it used to be, and I understand 
it is worse now. Ethnologists tell us there is such 
a thing as a state of arrested development. I be- 
lieve New Hampshire is the state referred to. About 
ten years ago I happened to be there when Inger- 
soll lectured in Keene, a city of six thousand inhab- 
itants, rather more than one hundred of whom were 
at the speaking. It cost the Colonel $50 for the 
privilege of addressing that audience. I bought 
two tickets and took a female relation to the lect- 
ure. She was a school-teacher, and not pious in an 
orthodox sense, but throughout the evening, except 
at one point, she maintained toward the orator an 
attitude of the most austere severity. She did un- 
bend once and nod her head in approval, although 
I was not certain what it was that pleased her. On 
the way home I took occasion to inquire the cause 
of her complaisance, and she replied that no one 
could help indorsing Mr. Ingersoll’s views on music 
and grammar when he expressed them so eloquently. 
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He hadn't said a word about grammar, but as an 
allusion to the “drama” occurred in the course of 
his remarks I suppose she misunderstood him. 
had no doubt that in a discussion of the parts of 
speech and the art of using them with propriety, 
she and the Colonel would substantially agree, 
while as to the value of the theater they might 
diverge, so I let it go as it was. 

The people of Dover might not hav been helped 
very much if they had all turned out to hear Colo- 
nel Ingersoll. He has said himself that there is no 
use in boosting anybody who is not trying to climb, 
and where the party is shinning down, the case is à 
good deal more hopeless. 

Premier Rosebery of England is afflicted with 
insomnia, and among those who hav told him what 
to take for it is the Rt. Hon’ble W. E. Gladst’n, who 
recommends the study of ancient theology. I know 
of nothing more likely to put a man to sleep, except 
modern theology as expounded from the contempo- 
rary pulpit. Mr. Gladstone is an unrelenting pro- 
ducer of literature on the subject of those antique 
superstitions by him called ancient theology, so that, 
like a homeopathic doctor, he is prepared to furnish 
the material for the dose which he prescribes. 


The Supreme Court has finally decided that the 
Income tax is unconstitutional. While bowing to 
the whim of Providence, it is not irreverent to note 
the fact that each of the judges condemning the 
measure enjoys an income that would be taxable 
under it. 

The New York Voice is vaunting itself just now 
over the following conundrum, which it stumps the 
silver advocates to answer: “ Why should the ratio 
between gold and silver be fixed at 16 to 1 or 15 to 
1? Why not put the two metals on an exact equal- 
ity?” That is the reductio ad absurdum, or fool 
question. What would be the dimensions of & 
$20 piece if gold were fifty cents an ounce, or what 
the dimensions of a dime with silver at sixty-five 
cents a pennyweight? .The exceeding inconvenience 
of such a ratio is an answer to the Voice. 

Asking questions is the easiest way of appearing 
to argue. For example—Question in prohibition: 
Ifa man should be imprisoned for selling liquor, 
why should he not be hanged? Another: Mr. 
John Doe went to a saloon, got drunk, went home, 
and killed his wife. Mrs. Richard Roe went to 
church, got religion, went home, and sacrificed her 
child. Child as dead as woman—what are you go- 
ing to do about it? Comparing the number and 
frequency of church and saloon attendance, as much 
quarreling is done over religion as over rum, and 
anyone would be well within the bounds of truth 
who should assert that more deeds of heroism, 
kindness, and generosity are done under the influ- 
ence of ardent spirits than under the impulses of 
the spirit described as holy. Why not place the 
two sources of inspiration on a parity? Question 
in finance: If the government on a nominal basis 
or reserve of one hundred millions of gold can 
maintain a circulation of one thousand millions of 
credit money, why can it not maintain sixteen 
times a8 much on the same amount of gold? This 
last question is twin brother to the one asked by 
the Voice, and equally deserving of a square an- 
swer, which it will not get. 


Something ought to be done at once to giv our 
jingo ministers and newspaper editors a chance to 
work off their superfluous belligerency. The min- 
isters are arming and drilling the young of their 
congregations, and the editors are calling for stand- 
ing armies, warships, coast defenses, and enforce- 
ment of the Monroe doctrin. Is there no way to 
bring these bloodthirsties together on opposit sides 
of some question, so that they may take it out of 
each other and giv the community a rest? The case 
is urgent, for there are in this country a good many 
thousand of inflammable brains liable to be ignited 
by warlike preaching and journalizing, and, with 
such an administration as they would be likely to 
elect, we would be involved in war over Hawaii, 
Corinto, or the Nicaragua ditch. Then, after an ex- 
pensiv, bloody, and disastrous conflict, it might oc- 
cur to the people that it was the clerical and jour- 
nalistic jingoes who got them into the scrape and 
that the best thing for future public safety would 
be to hang or drown a few of them. I once saw a 
man set a dog on a cow that was peacefully grazing 
near-by; but the cow kicked the dog, which came 
yelping back and bit the man severely in the leg. 
As the man’s act was a wanton one, he got no sym- 
pathy. Gro. E. Maoponar». 


The third volume of Moneure D. Oonway’s 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. 
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Í A Little More Missionary Work. 
Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, «Szrr-CowTBADIOTIONE 
or THE BrBLE," should go along with Paine’s “Age 
Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, neces- 


of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. 


sary to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
*Self.Contradietions of the Bible,” to those who 
will distribute it among their Ohristian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “ Self-Contradictions" as well as the “ Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy . 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to anything good. 


sense.” 


ge ee 
* An Important Intimation.” 

There are, we regret to say, between one thou- 
sand and two thousand of our friends who hav 
allowed their subscriptions to Tas TRUTH SEEKER 
to expire without renewing. This is a considerably 
larger portion than is pleasant to us, who depend 
upon the more or less prompt payment of subscrip- 
tions for the wherewithal to meet our bills. Now, 
we are not going to get angry, or scold, or do any- 
thing disagreeable about this, but we must appeal 
to our friends’ good nature and generous feelings 
to remedy this deplorable and unsatisfactory state 
of affairs. We need the money badly—so do our 
creditors. The paper man, and the printer, and 
the compositor, and the mailer, and the post-office 
collector, and the clerks, and the landlord, and the 
insurance man, and the gas man, and the devil are 
always with us, not to mention the rest, and they 
all want money and want it bad, and want it when 
it is due. And when we havn't got it for them life 
is a burden—they make it so intentionally, blast ’em. 

So now, as aforesaid, we appeal to our friends all 
over this country—thousands of them—to gend the 
amount of their arrearages and as much in advance 
as they hav been behind, to sort of even things up 
and turn about in fair play, as it were. A year’s 
subscription from each one whose time has expired 
will make us easy—very easy—but if we can’t hav 
that then let us hav what you can spare,and we will 
* grin and bear it” until you get the balance. The 
amounts are small individually and easily raised, 
but to us they collectivly mean a good deal—just 
the difference between being even with the world 
and being unpleasantly behind. 

The disciples of a certain philosopher, one day 
missing their teacher from his accustomed place in 
the midst of them, songht him at his unpretentious 
lodgings, where they discovered that he was suffer- 
ing from the lack of a Square Meal. Of course 
they hastened to provide him with all that the inner 
sinner could desire, but he nevertheless took occa- 
sion to jab them with a moral pointed by the event. 
«Know, then” (said he), “that in order that you 
may permanently enjoy the light of a lamp, it is 
necessary Occasionally to replenish the Oil.” 

Delinquents who renew at once will be spared the 
moral which their remissness might tempt us to draw. 


There is always a demand for inexpensiv tracts 
for general distribution. We hav endeavored to 
supply that demand, and the reader who looks on 
page 333, this issue, will find a long list of them. 


May 25, 1895] 
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A Freethinking Wifes Eulogy of Her Free- 
Freethinking Husband. 


What the Sun pronounces an “unusual, not to 
say remarkable,” funeral oration was recently pro- 
nounced by Mrs. Turner over the body of her hus- 
band, the Hon. Isaac M. Turner, of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., who died of consumption after a lingering 
illness. There were no other funeral exercises : 

“I feel that I must say a word here above the 
bier of my dead hero, for all that is best in 
life I owe to him. While living he was for all, but, 
being dead, he is mine alone. Lhen I would speak, 
for many of you here were friends of his, and, 
through him only, friends of mine. 

* You who knew him in his professional or pub- 
lie life, knew him to love and esteem. I know 
that from your presence here; but I think it must 
hav been that he was at his best in his private life 
In his home, with his friends, in his library, was 
certainly where he found life’s fullest meaning and 
highest enjoyment. And if in publie life he ever 
found it necessary to be stern or appear harsh, yet 
it was his nature to be kind and gentle; for he was 
ever a lover of little children, and lover and pro- 
tector of all domestic pets, a lover of flowers and 
forests, and of that gentle mystic mood of nature 
of which his favorit poets sang so eloquently. 
Perhaps he did not possess the technicalities of ex- 
act scholarship, yet he was a profound student in 
many departments of research; he was familiar 
‘with the wide sweep and tendencies of history, as 
well as with its more particular phases. He was a 
lover of the literature of all ages and nations. It 
was a maxim with him that in a knowledge of uni- 
versal literature was to be found the widest culture. 

* His Anglo-Saxon blood made him a fearless 
lover of the truth, and a fearless advocate of the 
rights of the individual. With him the human 
soul in its full integrity should acknowledge no 
authority either to church or state, except indeed 
in so far as had been mutually agreed upon for the 
good of all. Yet, claiming this preeminent posi- 
tion for himself, you would not find a man more 
modest and more considerate for others. 

* His life was cast upon a generous mold, his 
love and sympathy were as wide as humanity, his 
interest as wide as nature. The less fortunate in 
life found in him a true friend and helper, and he 
was the peer of many upon their own more limited 
platform. 

“He was made of the stuff from which heroes 
are made. It was ever his lot to struggle, it was 
his to endure, and it was his to attain. To struggle, 
to endure, to attain; that makes the cycle of hu- 
man life, and his was not incomplete, though his 
forty-three years seemed all to short. 

“During the fifteen years of our wedded life 
there has never been a winter nor a summer gone 
by, but at the turning of the seasons I hav heard 
the rustling of the robes of the angel of death. 
The shadow of her wing has been over us at all 
times. There has never been a fond ambition for 
this world’s fair prospects but has been gently 
shrouded on her breast. My sorrow is great, but 
it is without bitterness, except in so far as contri- 
tion and remorse will come with the recollection that 
I might hav been more tender and loving to one 
whose life was so unequally matched with fate. 

«I cannot stand here above the wreck of so much 
pro mis and say that I believe that it is the will of 
Providence, for I do not. God does not will such 
heartbreaking things. I can take no comfort in the 
platitude that the mysteries of Providence are past 
human understanding. Humanity itself has been 
intrusted with the high problem of working out its 
own salvation, and it is humanity’s part to see that 
such inconsolable things do not happen. Human- 
ity, by investigation, research, and effort, must fulfil 
the destiny stamped upon its brow. To base my 
faith upon the postulate that somewhere at some 
time in the universe this must be compensated is an 
unsubstantial position, for there is no compensa- 
tion. There can be none, except in so far as human 
effort can prevent the happening of such untimely 
occurrences. 

“But weep not for him, for all has ended in 
peace; weep for me and for mine, if you will; but 
weep not for him, for his life went out upon tri- 
umphant lines. No imperial guard ever died at his 
post of duty more nobly than did our hero, and I 
pray that his life may still be a hope and inspiration 
to me, and not & mere memory, however sweet and 
sacred that will always be. Weep not for him. 
Chant no funeral dirge. Let no minor strains of 
woe accompany the flight of his spirit. We will not 
say dust to dust and ashes to ashes, but life to life 
and spirit to spirit. Weep not for him, for I say 
his life has gone out upon triumphant lines, and let 
dominant triumphant chords weave the harmony 
that would echo the flight of his soul,” 


Lovest Thou Me? 


Thy proselytes, O Nazarene, adore thee 
. And call thee ** Lord;” 
They mind when they shall come before theo 
For their reward. 


Remove that bribe, let be that thou art human, 
Of mortal clay, 

And from thee every son of woman 
Will fall away. 


They will denounce thee madman and impostor 
. As suits their ends, 
And never one would join the roster 
f thy true friends. 


Thy friends are they whom neither threat nor promis 
Brings to thy side, 

Who stand, like unbelieving Thomas, . 
Unsatisfied. 


Such souls and thou wilt not be disappointed 
In one another; 

They love thee not as the anointed, 
But as a brother. 


They love thee not for any expectation 
f heavenly gain, 
But for thy deep commiseration 
For her of Nain. 


They love thee, not for anything thou art 
bove the rest, 
But that thy work was wholly for the part 
Of the oppressed. 


Yet some believe, with sycophantic spirits 
Heaven will be crammed; 
While he who loves too well to fear it 's 
ure to be damned. 
MENANDER Dawson. 


The Celebration in Memory of Thomas Paine. 


As next Thursday is Decoration Day, the Brook- 
lyn Philosophical Association, Manhattan Liberal 
Club, and Newark Liberal League will repair to 
New Rochelle in one body and hold memorial ex- 
ercises at the monument of Thomas Paine. A gen- 
eral invitation has been extended to all who appre- 
ciate the work done by Thomas Paine, whether as 
a revolutionist in America, a lover of liberty in 
France, or as a Freethinker ; and a good many hav 
responded to the invitation. The train leaves the 
Grand Central depot at 10:45 am, but those who 
are going should be at the station about 10:30 A m., 
which will giv time to make friends and to procure 
seats in comfort. The speakers will include Henry 
Rowley, T. B. Wakeman, Chas. H. Matchett, Rev. 
F. E. Mason, and Wm. Warwick, one of the found- 
ers of the Brooklyn Association. Dr. Foote, Jr., 
will preside. The speaking will commence about 
one O'elock, and last about two hours, after which, 
according to the tastes and desires of those pres- 
ent, games and various social amusements can be 
arranged. Under the direction of J. R. Macdonald 
an original hymn, written by Geo. E. Macdonald, 
will be sung. The wall and gate around the monu- 
ment are to be repaired by May 30th, and the con- 
tractor promises they will stand for many years. 
A book will be taken in which every Freethinker 
and admirer of Paine who attends the celebration 
is expected to write his or her name and address, 
the book to be preserved as a memento of the oc- 
casion. The tickets for the round trip will cost 
fifty cents, and are good for any one to return on 
any train preferred. Tickets can be procured at 
this office. 

Regarding the Memorial Book, Corresponding 
Secretary Thomas Duntze, of the Brooklyn Philo- 
sophical Association, writes: “In this connection I 
should thank you to add to your notice of our cele- 
bration, that there will be a book at the monument 
in which all friends of Thomas Paine can register 
their names and addresses. Wearers of the ‘ Me- 
morial badge’ only will be entitled to enter their 
names in this book.” 


In Sarcastic Vein. 

The rulers of old-world monarchies ought to emi- 
grate to the United States. Their methods of 
governing are obsolete and played out. Heresies 
of all kinds thrive and flourish in their dominions, 
and armies and navies can do nothing to check 
them. In the United States alone do virtue and 
piety really triumph over vice and infidelity. We 
do not bother ourselvs about forms and externals, 
but we secure the substance all the same. Fine 
phrases hav no effect on our legislators, and we hav 
no difficulty in passing laws calculated to promote 
morality and religion. How easy it was for us to 
suppress lotteries and gambling of all kinds—evils 
which are as yet in full play in less pious countries. 
We know how to get things done when we are 
really bent on having them done. Our rulers rule. 
Our citizens obey. No more patriotic country ex- 
ists on the face of the earth; no more law-and- 
order-loving people has ever been known. Our 
masters require no trappings, no stage-thunder, no 


| divine-right nonsense. We appeal to two things 


exclusivly—to piety and the pocket. What the 
pocket is incapable of accomplishing we leave to 
piety; and where piety fails the pocket is sure to 
respond. The credit of discovering this marvelous 
combination belongs to us. In Hawaii piety and 
pocket crushed an idolatrous monarchy and estab- 
lished a Christian republic; in this country we keep 
the people pure, economical (they havn't much to 
spend), and patriotic. There is no chance for theo- 
rizers and cranks. They hav absolutely no influ- 
ence in our halls of legislation. There only God 
and the Dollar are recognized.— Liberty. 


Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 
Works. 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 

which Thomas Paine’s “Age of Reason” is being 

scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 


| us to lower the price of his other works, with the 


hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: 

AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Eight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 

THE CRISIS. Paine’s great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke’s attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. . 

PAINE'S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo., 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $4 50. This book and Taz TrRurs SEEKER 
one year, $5. 

PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 
containing Common Sense, Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1. 

PAINE’S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One voi- 
ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. With Life of Paine and 
steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 

We trust all our readers will do their best to 
scatter these splendid works all over the country. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tre Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 

ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 

York, at 8 o’clock. Program for May: 

May 24th—“ Religion.” Swami Vivekananda. ; 

May 3ist—‘‘ The Rise of Militarism in the United States.” 
Chas. C. Schmitt. 


Tsu Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford.and Driggs 
avenues, Program for May: 

May 26th —'* What We Owe to Freethought.” Henry 


Rowley. 
Meetings will be resumed the first Sunday in Ootober. 


Tum Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for May: 

May 26th—**The Natural Solution of the Social Prob- 
lem." Louis F. Post, of New York. 

This will end the season's course of lectures. 


Taux Detroit Investigator's society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock, All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 

Tux Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free, All welcome. 


Tar Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes 
days at 8.15 P.M., at Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth 
below Market street, Philadelphia. 


Tan German Freethinkers’ Association meets every 
Sunday at 3 o'clock P.m., at Beethoven Hall, 212 E. Fifth 
street, New York. Program for April, 1895: 


Tue First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A, Olds, lee-. 
turer. Sunday-schoo! at same place at 12.80. . 


Tux Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner's Hall Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. On 
Sunday, May 26th, 2 30 r.m., ** The Money Question,” 
by F. F. Mullins; 7.30 P.M., ‘The Devil to Pay,” Sam- 
uel Milliken. All welcome. Seats free. 

RANKLIN STEINER lectures in Park River, N. D., 
May oath, 25th, and 26th; Red Jacket, Mich., 30th. 2ist, 
and June ist and 2d; Omega, Wis., June 5th; Greeu- 
wood, Wis., June 8th and 9th. 


THs Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited, Secretary, William 


Wikinas, 
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Letters of Friends. 


Here’s More for the Pictorial Text-Book. 
OrzvELAND, O., April 7, 1895. 
Mr, Enprtor: Inclosed find $8 for one 
year’s subscription to THe TRUTH SEEKER 
and ‘* Pictorial Text-Book.” 
CHARLES FUNK. 


Dover Crry, Kan., May 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose $8, for which 
please send your paper and ‘‘ Pictorial 
Text-Book” to J. D. Allen. 
Respectfully, C. M. Borovr. 


Tur Dates, On, April 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just received a copy 
of Tux TRUTH SEEKER offering the paper 
one year and ihe ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book” 
for $8. I inclose money in this for the 
same. From anew subscriber, 
W. J. Turret. 


Crpar Buurrs, Nes., May 2, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: For inclosed $3 please 
send me THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and 
the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " 
according to advertisment, and for the 
twenty-five cents send a Secular Marriage 
and Funeral Ritual. Tos, Lorenzen. 


Lop1, Wis., May 2, 1895. 
Ms. Evrror: You sent me sample copy 
of paper. Hav looked it over and like it 
very much, and made up my mind to sub- 
scribe for same. I accept your offer of 
the ** Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” 
and Tur TRUTH SEEKER for one year, $3. 
Respectfully yours, A, VANDERPOEL. 


Denver, Cor., May 5, 295. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you to-day $4.50. 
Please send Tar’ TRUTA SEEKER for one 
year to Mr. J. Goodman and for six months 
to Daniel A. Doughty; and send me the 
“ Pictorial Text-Book " as per your offer. 
I am glad to do something for our grand 
cause, as the more Freethinkers the better 
will become our chance for happiness. 
Yours respectfully, I. N. SHORE. 


Worcester, Mass., April 29, 1895. 
Mz. Eprron: If I had the means I would 
call for literature enough to fiood this part 
of the country. I got some excellent 
books of friend W. B. Clark, and distrib- 
uted them. Mr. Clark is helping the good 
eause very much, and I wish I were able to 
do as much, although I will inclose $5 for 
the good old paper and ‘‘ Pictorial Text- 
Book,” and the pamphlets named. 
Hoping you and your good work may 
prosper, I will close. 
Syzvanus B. Norman, 


EUGENE, OR , April 28, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Waiting with prospect of 
sending new subscribers makes me tardy 
in renewal. I inclose twenty-five cents 
extra for ‘‘ Ingersoll on the Bible." . Also 
the name and money of Mr. Samuel 
Wascheur, for paper and ‘‘ Pictorial Text- 
Book.” I gladly hail all of our Free- 
thought family, with a cordial hurrah for 
our brave and activ workers. I am de- 
lighted with the zeal and success of our 

few lady Liberals of Oregon. 
Respectfully, _ J. O. SNODGRASS. 


Hope You Can, 
MILLEDGEVILLE, ILL., May 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: Find herewith 50 cents, 
for which mail me ‘‘All About the Holy 
Bible” and ‘The Great Ingersoll Contro- 
versy.” Should also be pleased to hav 
your trade discount on your publications, 
being a partner in a concern dealing in 
notions, ete. Am quite sure we could 
dispose of some of the books. 
Respectfully, M. M. Free. 


One of God?s Mistakes.. 
Brocton, ALA., May 0, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: I received your sample 
and marked copies of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
and Iam much obliged for them. I hav 
been buying my TRUTH SEEKERS from a 
news store here regnlarly for about three 
years. I hav preferred to do so on ac- 
count of having it displayed there to get 
other subscribers. There are three of 
us spbscribing now, but I would take ad- 
vantage of your liberal premium of the 
**Pietorial Text-Book” but I am not 
financially able at present. In the future, 
if the ‘offer remains good, I shall do so. 


Inelosed is twenty-five cents, for which 
please send me the Annuar for 1895. The 
churches are combined here now, and hav 
erected a tent, and call it a Tabernacle, 
where all the birds of a feather flock to- 
gether. Ihear that the imported gospel 
sharp they hav insulted his Joss last 
Saturday night by saying that an Infidel 
is to be pitied, as you could put his brain 
into a grain of mustard-seed and hear it 
rattle. So, of course, as according to his 
doctrin God created everything, he must 
be the one to blame for not giving Infidels 
more brain. Jos. STOKES. 


Lays It All to Monopoly. 
Cerra, O., May 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I come to pay my dues to 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. Now, Mr. Editor, 
I see in my paper so much talk of hard 
times and very little about its cause. Now, 
I will be as brief as I can. Directly and 
indirectly the whole cause is monopoly. 
The next thing is how to stop this whole- 
sale thieving. To my mind the first rem- 
edy is the ballot, the second is the boycott. 
Inclosed find $3 for my paper. 
Henry T. Nicoum. 


A Family Necessity. 

MONTGOMERY, ALA., April 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I notice that my subsorip- 
tion is about one month behind on your 
valuable paper, and as I hav been a sub- 
scriber for these many years I cannot well 
afford to giv up its welcome visits now, for 
it has become quite a permanent fixture 
in my family, and I feel that I should be 
left almost in the dark without its cheering 
light. We hav a great supply of pure, un- 
adulterated religion in this part of the 
country, but good morals are very scarce. 
Inelosed find $5, for which please send me 
the grand old TRUTH SEEKER for another 

two years. D. 8, WooprwonTR. 


A Nautical Letter from a Nautical Friend. 
April 25, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: After sailing many years 
in the old gospel ship of Orthodoxy through 
the fog of superstition, striking on the 
rocks of mental slavery, rolling on the bil- 
lows of mental anguish, skirting the shoals 
of everlasting hell fire, sounding in the 
channel of Bible mystery, only to return 
to port with a cargo of doubt, and hearing 
of a new ship called Freethought, I con- 
cluded to try her for a trip. -So when I 
had taken on board Paine’s ‘‘Age of Rea- 
son ” for à compass and THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for a chart, I spread the sails of investiga- 
tion and sailed to Humboldt bay, and then 
to Mount Ingersoll and back to Port 
Hartman, and then straight up Pntnam 
Sound. I am now well ballasted and hav 
no fear of capsizing before the gales of 
superstition. Instead of sailing in the 
bluff-bowed and clumsy-rigged ship of Su- 
perstition, I sail in the clear-lined and 
trim-rigged ship of Mental Liberty through 
the fog of superstition, guided by the light 
of Freethought, The rocks of mental 
slavery are blown up with reason; the bil- 
lows of mental anguish are smoothed by 
the oil of investigation. I steer straight 
through the channel of Bible mystery with 
the compass of common sense, while the 
shoals of everlasting hell disappear in the 
broad sea of Humanity. W. CHINN. 


The Modest Demands of the Preachers. 
Sonora, TEX., April 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Tae TRUTH SEEKER has 
reached me only once in the last three and 
a half months, but I am looking for a 
bundle of back numbers this week from 
my brother, to whom you are mailing my 
paper. The few numbers I received be. 
fore made me feel as I imagin the traveler 
in the desert feels when he finds one of 
those oases; when, after riding for days 
through the sand, his eyes feast on the 
sight of living water, fruit-bearing trees, 
and a carpet of green grass, Although I 
had abundance of reading matter, and 
heard plenty of speakers, Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER represented to me the one oasis in 
the sand of the desert of the present hy- 
pocrisy. The little envelope I inclose to 
you was handed to me as I stepped into 
the Cumberland Presbyterian church of 
Sau Antonio, Tex., in which the well- 
advertised Moody was holdiugforth. The 
legend on the envelope: ‘‘ Freely ye hav 
received, freely giv,” reminded me that 
the Lord God has stopped payment since 


his son ** paid it all." He has given freely 
to everybody, except to Mr. Moody, so 
Mr. Moody wants his hearers to under- 
stand, and therefore he falls back on the 
others who hav freely received, and ex- 
pects them to divide gifts with him who is 
working for the Lord, said Lord being so 
unjust as not to pay his servants, The 
preachers are boss geniuses in inventing 
devices to keep their dupes’ left hands from 
knowing what their right hands do when 
it comes to giving freely for the support 
of these self-appointed servants of the 
Lord God. 

A ten days’ meeting has started in this 
town, and I was surprised to hear these 
preachers ask last Sunday night that the 
merchants and other business men close 
their places at 11 o'clock a.m. while the 
meeting lasted, so all could come and serve 
the Lord, and the Lord would see that 
they lost nothing in their trade by it. 
The preachers wonld be proud, they said, 
if they could tell the brethren when they 
returned to Eastern Texas that the people 
in Sonora closed their shops to giv them- 
selvs to the service of God. This is the 
only town I hav seen where there is any 


"life at all since these hard times began, and 


these preachers seem, in their hurry, to 
want to p'uck the goose before the feathers 
are grown. There were some nickels col- 
lected and some haud-shaking done. 
Wishing Tur TRUTH SEEKER the success 
it deserves so well, and hopingit will always 
keep in its straightforward way of speak- 
ing, linelose $1.65 for ‘‘Age of Reason” 
and other pamphlets, A. SCHUBERT., 


It Might Hav Been. 
New Boston, Mirom., May 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: When Alphonso, king of 
Spain, revolted at the cumbersomeness of 
the Ptolemaic theory of astronomy with 
its numberless cranks and circles, its 
cycles and epicycles, and said in disgust, 
“If I had been consulted at the creation, 
I could hav done better than that,” he 
only voiced a modern sentiment. He felt 
that thivgs ought to hav been made better. 
So do we. 

There is undeniably a wonderful adap- 
tation of nature to man, or of man to 
nature, whichever way you view it. But 
it is folly to say that the perfection of 
adaptation has been reached, or that 
everything is as good as it might be. A 
conceited human nature dictates possible 
improvements, and we ask, Why was it not 
80? It might hav been. 

If tbe moon was made to giv light by 
night, why does it not do so instead of 
being off more than half the time flirting 
with the sun? 

Why does everything float one season 
and dry up the next? Why does rot 
attack the choicest fruit? Why should 
there be such an affinity between cut- 
worms and corn? In what way is clover 
helped by the midge or wheat by weevil? 
For what purpose was chess or ragweed 
created? In whose honor was the Canada 
thistle developed? To whose glory dnes 
the musketo murmur, the lightning 
lighten, the hurricane howl, or the cyclone 
cycle? . 

Of what practical value are rattlesnakes 
and skunks? Has anyone discovered a 
use for fleas, lice, tomato worms, or po- 
tato bugs? Why should nature fill the 
cracks in a bedstead with her special pat- 
tern, flat model, live timekeepers? 

Verily, **if I had been consulted at the 
creation, I could hav done better than 
that.” I would hav had a few things 
different. Some uncertainties would hav 
been certain; a few certain things would 
hav been decidedly otherwise. We would 
know whether Mars is iahabited or not, 
The ‘‘ proper" mode of baptism would be 
definitly known. I would destroy the 
bacillus typhus, the bacillus tuberoulo- 
sis, and all the other bacilluses pathogeni- 
cusses. 

Some funerals would be indefinitly post- 
poned, and some others would be hast- 
ened. Cancer's devilish gnawings and 
gangrene’s horrible sloughings would be 
unknown; lock-jaw and diphtheria stran- 
gers to the realm. 

If I had my way, people would belong 
to the right political party; the dema- 
gog’s day would be done. The town- 
loafers would look for work, and young 
folks would appreciate the value of time. 

The mental faculties would be properly 


developed. The perceptiv powers would 
be acute enough to tell light from dark 
and good from evil. The intuitiv power 
would more quickly and clearly cognize. 
infinities. 

Memory would retain better things than 
people's faults, pointless yarns, or ichthyic 
myths. The imagination would hav 
created nobler structures than imps and 
idols, satyrs and satans, gods, ghosts, and 
goblins, dudes, demons, and devils. Rea- 
son would never entertain miracles and 
mythologies. Long life and happiness 
would be attainable, and marriage certifi- 
cates would not be lottery tickets. 

Frank E, ROMINB. 


After the Materialists Again. 
Bay Crry, Mios., May 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: ''A wee small voice crying 
in the wilderness saying, Prepare ye for the 
coming of the Lord;” but I will substitute 
the word **truth " for ‘‘ Lord,” as the for- 
mer contains all the virtues and attributes 
of heaven's blessings. I fiad mors Lib. 
eral thought in many places in my travels 
through the states aud territories than 
most stay-at-homes would imagin to ex- 
ist. The facts are that thousands of those 
with whom I come in contact are simply 
sseking for the truth, aud in reality are 
much more liberal than most of the chosen 
leaders of our Freethought associatious 
No greater bigots can be found in the 
church that would burn those of different 
views at the stake, as heretics, thau can 
be found among those who think them- 
selvs Liberals, for when anyone will skulk 
behind his own belief, or so-thought de- 
monstrated trnths, and us» such as breast- 
works, in the shelter of which to decry all 
other beliefs, and seek no further to know 
the truth, he should be left alone to his 
idols, to enjoy the blessings of ignorance. 

It matters not what we believe to-day, 
we should continue to seek for truth; and 
as evidence comes to break the convic- 
tions of to-day, we should acsept the 
new-born development in all things. 

No human being has ever lived who 
could know it all; and many who we hav 
thought knew the most hav in some 
instauces b:en fouad to hav really known 
the least. 

How few of our Materialists care to 
know of what real material consists, or . 
how far entity aud matter accompany.each 
other in their correlations. No stronger 
Materialist could hav been found than I, but 
I find upon further research that neither 
matter nor entity (life) in its real entirety 
is, and probably never will be, fully under- 
stood by man, either in mortal or immor- 
tallife. Anyone can study Spencer, Hux- 
ley, et al, and become grounded in the 
ideas by them tanght; but it is not so easy 
for every one to search for himself and 
know the later developments of nature's 
laws. I hav become case-hardened tu 
being called an '*old fool" (which is trne 
of us all) for spending money, time, and 
brain force in the investization of Spiritual- 
ism, when at the samo time I hav learned 
more than a thousand bigots (excuse the 
expression) could tell me, and which they 
to-day condemn. 

I hav lately discovered a more developed 
nut for some of our Materialists to crack, 
and would know of the real source of 
germ-ego of the within life. 

I bought two slates at one of the great 
department stores in Chicago, took them 
over two miles to an independent slate 
writing medium, and ‘‘ fooled away” $2 to 
get the following phenomeuon upon my 
slates: After attaching theslates by strings 
to the chaudelier over my head, with & 
written question to my deceased daughter 
and a red postage stamp inclosed, think- 
ing, perhaps, I might obtain a picture of 
some kind in eolors, I then admitted the 
medium (who had left the room by 
my request before I had prepared the 
question or slates), who never touched the 
slates, but sat with me at a stand, ten feet 
distant. She soon informed me that I was 
getting a communication from fome girl 
by the name of Gracie; she thought it was 
my daughter. In less than three minutes 
the writing ceased, and I took the slates 
down, to find à finely drawn sprig in three 
eolors, and both slates plainly written full 
on the insides and without pencil, in day- 
light, giving a complete answer to my 
written question, and saying: ‘‘ Papa, in 
answer to your mental question, I hay 


Max 25, 1895] 


drawn this little sprig in colors as em- 
blematic of our love fer you all; as the 
bud opens, so does our love for mankind 
expand," eto., all in the best of sentiment. 

I hay the slates at home with others, on 
which is written similar evidence of both 
mental and physical phenomena, 

No teaching of occultism, in any of its 
branches, can account for the phenomena 
in any sense, and for anyone to say that I 
was psychologized, hypnotized, and de- 
luded, is too silly for anyone to believe 
who has had one-half the experience I 
hav had. 

Mr. Macdonald, allow the light of truth 
to shine in all its brilliancy, ** even though 
the heavens fall” and crush everyone who 
fears to learn more than he already thinks 
he knows. A. D. Swan. 


How He Thought Himself Out. 
Lorain, O., May 11, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Reading in Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER the story told by Talmage about 
the man of Lima, O., reminds me of one 
I heard a minister of the gospel tell when 
at my home in Freeport—a small town in 
the southern part of this state. 

The Rev. Mr. Baker, of the Methodist 
Episcopal church of that place, had the 
face (if you will permit the expression) to 
stand up before a seemingly intelligent au- 
dience of about two or three hundred per- 
sons and tell the following story, as nearly 
as I can repeat it: 

He was preaching in one of the back- 
woods towns (of which he omitted the name 
—they always do—and it was well he did 
80) a few years before, and there was a 
noted Infidel there who became danger- 
ously ill—he did not say whether it was on 
account of his preaching or not—as the 
hour of death drew near, the devil came— 
eager to claim his soul the moment it left 
the body—and rattled his chains, which 
act so frightened the ones who were wait- 
ing on the sick man that they fled, leaving 
him to fight death and the devil alone. 
This continued several nights, and others 
went to watch and wait on the sick man, 
but were frightened away in like manner 
until they could get no one to stay at all. 
At length, when they went one morning 
to see how the sick man had passed the 
night, they found the devil had seized his 
soul and carried it off to the regions of the 
damned, and left his body cold in death. 

This is all the story; it was told at a 
protracted meeting, and perhaps was in- 
tended to do good—you know there are 
some Christians who believe in doing evil 
that good may come of it. Could any 
lasting good come of the above? Did any 
one in that audience believe it? I heard 
some of the indifferent ones laughing about 
it, but the staid old members of the church 
never mentioned it—they knew it was not 
true, and if it was, what must they think 
of a minister of the gospel who was so 
afraid of the devil, or had so little of the 
Ohr.st-spirit about him (it must be one or 
the other) that he could see à human being 
left alone to suffer and to die and not offer 
his services? For one who has made devil- 
fighting his life-work, it looks inconsistent 
that he should stay away on Satau's first ap- 
pearance in the neighborhood. 

I want to tell you why I don’t believe 
the Bible. I was brought up a Christian 
by Ohristian parents—they were very strict 
and would thrash me if I whistled or sang 
anything but hymns or Sunday-school 
songs on Sunday. They made me stay in 
the houseand study the Shorter Catechism 
hot Sunday afternoons, when I might 
better hav been out under the trees gather- 
ing flowers. I learned it, but now it is as 
so much rubbish to be thrown about in my 
mind. 

I had to do without my dinner one Sun- 
day because I would not learn the twenty- 

‘third Psalm, and, on being told I would 
hav to do without my supper likewise, I 
ran off to my sister's. 

I hav read the Bible through twice, and 
parts of it many times, but on reading it 
the second time I became thoroughly con- 
vinced that it was untrue. When I reached 
that decision, or conelusion, I had not yet 
read anything but Christian doctrin, and 
it. eannot be said that I was prejudiced 
against it by reading Ingersoll or Thomas 
Paine, for I had scarcely heard of them, 
and their works would no more hav been 
permitted in my childhood’s home than so 
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many rattlesnakes. Although Y hav since 
read them, and am proud that I possess 
them, they in no way helped to form my 
conclusions. My earliest thoughts were 
these: What sense was there in Christ suf- 
fering on the cross when, if God was al- 
mighty, he could hav saved man some 
other way? Then, I said to myself, what 
was it to die, knowing, as Christ must hav 
known, that thereby he would receive 
great praise, honor, and glory? If Christ 
was the son of God he knew beyond a 
doubt that there was a future life, and 
what was it to him to quit this earth and 
£o to paradise? How many men, and 
women, too, for that matter, hav given 
their lives to save one or two without any 
hope of reward in this world or any other? 
Are they not more to be honored, and is 
the action not nobler than to die for re- 
ward? I hava thousand other thoughts, 
like these, useless to mention, but they all 
tend to the same conclusion that the Bible 
is the greatest fraud ever imposed on an 
otherwise intelligent people. Keep on 
showing the people the error of their way. 
Your efforts are not unappreciated, al- 
though there are many like myself who do 
not often take the opportunity to say so. 
Yours for the right, 
Haruan C. WinbiAMS, 


Where They Are Hard at Work. 

i PonTLAND, OR., May 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: The old ery that Liberals 
cannot organize has surely been proven 
false by the Liberals of Oregon. I wish 
that some of the people who say that 
nothing can be done, fold their hands, and 
content themselvs with kicking at the Bi- 
ble and the churches, could walk into our 
Secular Sunday-school and watch the forty 
or fifty children, from two and one-half 
to eighteen years of age, go through with 
the exercises. The growth of our Sunday- 
school. in the last four months has been 
something phenomenal. From six chil- 
dren last November we hav increased to 
sixty, with an average attendance of nearly 
forty, and this means children only, the 
full attendance being from seventy to 
eighty. Last Sunday evening we gave 
an entertainment in which about twenty 
of the children took part, and to say it was 
a success is but a feeble expression. But 
for all this there is a good cause. We pos- 
sess & prizein our lecturer, Miss Nettie A. 
Olds. She isa born teacher, speaker, and 
musician. Coupled with this she is full of 
energy, self-reliance, and enthusiasm; in 
fact, to use a homely phrase, she is 4 six- 
horse team in one. Although still very 
young, her lectures teem with brilliant 
and original thoughts, and she bids fair to 
become the female Ingersoll of the Pa- 
cific coast. 

On the 27th ult. Miss Olds took twenty- 
two of our Sunday-school children to Van- 
couver, Wash., eight miles away, and gave 
an entertainment, followed by a dance. It 
was unanimously pronounced the best en- 
tertainment seen in Vancouver for years, 
and led to the organization of a Secular 


Sunday-school there, with a membership. 


of fifty, which, taking into consideration 
that Vancouver is a Catholic stronghold, is 
remarkably good. 

We expect to erect in Portland, in the 
near future, a hall, to be dedicated to the 
cause of Liberalism. We had the grand 
old worker in the cause of Mental Liberty, 
C. B. Reynolds, with us for a short time, 
but on account of sickness he was com- 
pelled to return home. We hope to hav 
him with us again soon. If we had more 
workers in the field like Miss Olds, Mrs. 
Barker, Mrs. Smith, and Mr. Reynolds, 
we would hav no fear of losing in the 
battle against superstition. Tam TRUTH 
SEEKER, Investigator, and other Liberal 
publications are of inestimable value, but 
the trouble is we are-still short of preach- 
ers and papers that teach the truth; yet, if 
every Freethinker will only help in the 
work, we can accomplish much. 

Miss Olds has also organized the Wom- 
an’s Auxiliary of the First Secular Ohurch, 
which meets every Wednesday afternoon. 
It now has over thirty members. When a 
woman says she will, she will and you can 
depend upon it, and when thirty or forty 
bright, intelligent women unite in the 
eause of Universal Mental Liberty, we 
ean almost see the walls of the temples of 
superstition tremble. Mr. Reynolds has 
also organized the Secular Dramatio Com- 


pany, which will produce some attractiv 
dramas during the summer. This is bene- 
ficial and interesting to our young people. 
We must reach the children and the young 
folks. Christianity is & tangled skein, but 
easily enough unraveled if we only begin 
at the right end of the thread. Let each 
and all work hard and fast, for the ‘‘ har- 

vest is great and the laborers are few.” 
Yours for the cause of Truth and Right, 

CHARLES HaGNER, 

Pres. F. S. C. of Portland, Or. 


Doesn't Agree with Brother Wakeman 
and the ** World.” 
Cum, Tex., April 26, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: The good Christians of San 
Francisco hav lately been overwhelmed 
with surprise and horrified at the terrible 
murders committed in the Emanuel Baptist 
church in that city. This shows that they 
don’t read their Bibles, for if they did 
they would not be so astonished and 
shocked. Ever since the time of Eli, 
whose two sons were wont to lie in wait 
for the fair daughters of Zion ‘‘ that as- 
sembled at the door of the Tabernacle,” 
more or less of this sort of thing has 
been going on in the ‘*holy temples" of 
the world. Women are inclined to su- 
perstition, are credulous, confiding, un- 
suspecting, and a church building dedi- 
cated to the God of their belief is, to their 
minds, invested with a kind of sanctity 
which makes them think that no harm can 
come to them within its sacred precincts. 
The sons of Eli in the pulpit, in the box of 
the confessional, the Sunday-school, or the. 
melodious choir, know that it is the very 
place where they can most easily and se- 
curely accomplish any nefarious design 
they may harbor upon simple-minded, un- 
suspicions women. 

But Durrant or Gibson, one or both of 
them, may say: ''Hold on, old fellow, 
don’t be so hard on the professors of Chris- 
tianity; you are an Infidel and havn't read 
the Bible. Werefer you to the illustrious 
examples of David and Solomon, and more 
particularly to Numbers xxxi, for a justi- 
fication, or, at least, mitigation, of recent 
transactions in our house of prayer and 
praise, which, to tell you the truth, out of 
deference to publie opinion, we had hoped 
would never be discovered.” Turning to 
the aforesaid chapter we can readily see 
how an out-and-out believer in the Holy 
Bible as the veritable word of God, with 
“the faith that enables one to remove 
mountains," much more the dead body of 
a beautiful girl up the steeple to the belfry 
—how such 8 one piously poring over the 
dealings of God with his chosen people 
and their Gentile neighbors, might be led 
to conclude that our modern ideas of good 
morals are entirely wrong, and our orim- 
inal codes cruel and barbarous. There we 
read that the Lord in person, assisted by 
his faithful lieutenants, Moses and Elea- 
zar, commanded the butchery of thou- 
sands of captiv Midianite mothers for no 
other reason than that they were guilty of 
being mothers, and ordered to be saved 
for the use of the army, the congrezation, 
the priests, or Levites, and the Lord, 32,- 
000 young girls, and that the ''tribute" 
of the Lord, or his share of those miser- 
able maidens, was ‘‘ thirty and two.” 

We are so fortunately, or unfortunately, 
constructed, mentally and morally, as not 
to be able to read this bloody page with 
other than feelings of abhorrence and de- 
testation, for which, if not forgiven, ac- 
cording to orthodoxy, we must be damned 
—wherefore won't some of the learned di- 
vines of the day who hav the ear of the 
deity and enjoy his special confidence, as, 
for instance, the Rt. Rev. Dr. T. De 
Witt Talmage, or his illustrious and holy 
reverence and eminence, Archbishop Cor- 
rigan, one or both of those brilliant lumi- 
naries of the theologic skies—won’t he or 
they be good enough to read that chapter 
in Numbers to their congregations, mostly 
of gentle, kind-hearted women, and then 
preach 8 sermon on it and tell us to what 
use the Lord put those **thirty and two” 
innocent virgins. We know pretty well 
what the saints and the soldiers did with 
their shares, but would like to know from 
these holy and inspired ambassadors of 
the court of heaven what the Lord did 
with his share of thirty and two. 

. Reading this book as in part the doings 
of & tribe of savages just emerging from 
the plane of the unressoning brute, it is 


understandable and, to some extent, in- 
structiv; but when I am told by a horde 
of hypocrits who make a living by teach- © 
ing such stuff to the ignorant and oredu- 
lous as the word or aet of & God, I am 
filled with indignation at such insult to the 
intelligence and kindly instincts of our 
modern humanity. 


History teaches that the church has ever 


been 8 good market for the consumption 
of virgins. 
the immediate proteotorate of their great 
Jehovah, were large consumers of this 
kind of merchandise. 
great Jehovah had, for thousands of years, 
been experimenting with Adam and Noah, 
and Abraham and Moses, and found that 
his chosen people were getting worse and 
worse, While the Arabs and Persians and 
Greeks and Romans were forging ahead, 
ruling the world and making it better and 


The children of Israel, under 


After their and our 


more desirable to liv in, he concluded to 


send his son to finish up the job at which 
he had failed, and of which he was tired, 


aud to do this it was necessary to hunt up 
a virgin. The method of nature would 
not do; it was too commonplace, foul, and 
unclean. The Jews couldn’t be fooled that 
way and they sent the son back to his 
father in a very uudiplomatic and dis- 
courteous way, 80, at least, the book states. 

The adoption by the Roman church of 
the idea of the immaculate conception, 
based on the old falsehood of the impurity 
and foulness of maternity, and as a conse- 
quence the enforced celibacy of her priest- 
hood, is & standing insult to every pure 
woman on the planet, and if they under- 
stood aright the vile reflection cast upon 
their sex they would never bow at her al- 
tars. Nature has given us Shakspere and 
Humboldt, and Washington and Franklin 
and Jefferson and Paine and Darwin and 
Spencer, and hundreds of other glorious 
men and women. Contrast their work with 
that of the Hebrew crank who came, as he 
said, to bring not peace, but a sword (and 
well has he kept his word); who went about 
appropriating and destroying other peo- 
ple’s property, cursing fig-irees for not 
bearing fruit out of season, and those who 
would not follow him, and who has left us 
examples and precepts which, if followed 
literally, wouli land any imitator in the 
poor-house or lunatic asylum within six 
months. As to his divine origin, all we 
hav to go on is the testimony of & poor, 
ignorant, illiterate laborer who says that 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and told him thus and so. That 
angel of the Lord was, most likely, some 
lusty young rabbi who well knew how to 
play upon the dense stupidity and accom- 
panying credulity of brother Joseph to 
cover up his own tracks. And yet upon 
this miserably flimsy foundation of a dis- 
gusting fiction was built the stupendous 
superstructure of the Christian religion 
which, for fifteen hundred years, ob- 
structed the light of truth and reason and 
science, and cast its blighting, destroying 
shadow over half the planet. For one I 
am bound to ignore all hybrid stock, half 
celestial and half mundane, whether of 
Greek, Roman, or Hebrew origin, together 
with their spooks, ghosts, angels, devils, 
witches, wizards, and all that sort of non- 
sense. 

To return for a moment to the temple 
Emanuel—suppose the irreligious people 
of that city should, after a fair trial, con- 
vict one or both of the accused church 
members, What of that? They hav only 
by the exercise of their faith and the pray- 
ers of the clergy to take another dip, if 
deemed necessary, in ‘‘ that fountain filled 
with blood drawn from Immanuel's veins," 
and if the rope is a good strong one they 
will be gently jerked to Jesns in a jiffy, 
and before the crowd assembled to witness 
their departure shall hav dispersed, they~ 
will be receiving the congratulations of 
the elect in heaven aud singing ‘‘ farewell, 
vain world,” to the accompaniment of 
their golden harps. So much for the great 
doctrin of the vicarious atonement, the 
cause of more immorality and crime than 
all the temptations of the world and the 
flesh without its potent encouragement. 


We poor Infidels. having no Jesus to shift 
our wickedness upon, yet try to behave a 
little better than the Christians, not 
through fear of hell or hope of heavenly 


‘reward, but simply because it is right to 


do so as most promotiv of the happi- 
ness of ourselvs and others. 
B. Q. ErgBERIDGE. 


832 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[May 25, 189538 


— e 


Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Tho Trailing Arbutus. 


I wandered lonely where the pine-trees made 
Against the bitter East their barricade, 
And guided by its sweet 
Perfume, I found within a narrow dell 
The trailing spring flower, tinted like & shell, 
Amid dry leaves and mosses at my feet. 


From under dead bows. for whose loss the pines 
Moaned ceaseless overhead. the blossoming vines 
Lifted their glad suushine, 
While yet the bluebird smoothed, in leafless trees, 
His feathers ruffied by the chill sea breeze, 
And snow-drifts linger under April skes. 


As, pausing, o’er the lonely flower I bent, 
I thought of lives thus lowly, clogged ‘and pent, 
Which yet found room, 
Through care and cumber, coldness and decay, 
To lend a swestness to the ungenial day, ` 
And maks the sad earth happier for their bloom. 


—Jonn G Whittter 
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À Poem With a Moral. 

Said one little chick, with a funny little squirm, 

“I wish I could find a nice, fat worm.” 


Said another little chicken, with a queer little 


shrug, 
“I wish I could find a nice fat bug." 


Said & third little chick, with a strange little 
squeal, 

“I wish I could find some nice, yellow meal.” 

^"Now, look here," said the mother, from the 

green garden patch. 

"If you want any breakfast you must get up and 
scratch.” —St Nicholas. 
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Acknowledgment of Gift. 


EDITOR or CHILDREN’S Corner: With 
much surprise aud pleasure I received the 
gift, ** Inquirendo Island.” 

I wrote, thanking the author for the 
gift, and not knowing the exact address, 
I sent my letter to the place given by Mr. 
Genone at the head of his letter, but a few 
days ago it was returned. I was very 
sorry, for I wanted him to know that I 
was much pleased at receiving the book. 
So I take this means of sanding him my 
thanks. My parents were as much pleased 
as myself. 

I regret that he did not know of my re- 
ceiving the book before. With sincere 
regards I remain your friend, 

CrAnA M. Fry. 

Rogers’ Academy, Ark. 

te 


Correspondence. 


ELEYvVILLE ARK., May 2, 1895. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I hav just read 
your address on the ‘‘ Progress of Wo- 
man” with much interest; and from your 
Statements the women hav been treated 
ina most horrible style, which I do not 
deny. Will you please refer me to histo- 
ries (text-books) where I can get possession 

of the facts direct? Yours truly, 

Bern W. Price. 
[Read Lecky’s ‘‘European Morals;” 
‘*Descriptiv Sociology,” by Spencer; 
Draper’s ‘Intellectual Development of 
Europe;” **Woman in All Countries and 
Nations,” by Nichols; and ‘*‘ Woman, 
Church, and State,” by that brave Re- 
former, Matilda Joslyn Gage.—Ep. C. C.] 


New Yonx, May 8, 1895. 
SPRING. ; 
Winter has charms for the young and gay; 
There's fun at evening call; 
Skating and racing with horse and sleigh, 
And dancing at the ball. 


Winter is gone, and we do no wrong, 
With frankness to say good-bye 

When nature bursts in flower and song— 
Though reviving the pesky fly. 


The opening bud the air perfumes, 
The bees begin to hum, 

And many birds sing many tunes, 
Now gentle spring has come. 


In winter earth shows fiercer side, 
As though ’twere racked with pain; 
But budding spring, in flowery pride, 
Brings kinder look again. 


Each hath winter as well as spring, 
Whatever we do or say; 
But flowers of love will pleasure bring, 
In winter asin May. 
Luras G. Borp. 


Rockviuue, Ipa., May 2, 1895. 
Drar Miss Wixow: It has been a long 
time since I wrote to the Corner. Rain 
has been falling steadily for two days, and 
it is awfully wet and muddy out doors, 


Rockville is only a little country post- 
office, and it is seven miles away from us. 
My brother Charles and I are saving you 
a collection of specimens, such as petrified 
wood, gypsum, rattlesnake rattles, Indian 
arrowheads, and other things we find on 
the hills. We are surrounded by hills and 
mountains. South of us is Mohogany 
mountain, covered with red mahogany. 
There hasn’t been a preacher in our valley 
for over a year, for they don’t bother us 
any more. There has been no school here 
since November last. 

We all joined the Oregon State Secular 
Union, for we liv about six miles over the 
Oregon line, though our postoffice is in 
Idaho. I would like to correspond with 
some of the Corner friends. 

Lavra M. CARLTON. 

[That must be a happy and harmonious 
community, where the teachers of super- 
stition do not come, and if the young people 
are all as bright as our friend Laura, there 
need be no fear for the future. We shall 
be pleased with the promised collection of 
specimens, and thank Laura and her 
brother for their thoughtful kindness.— 
Ep. C. O.] i 


ORILLIA, OnT., May 1, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixow: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner and I hope it will not be 
thelast. Iam going totell you about the 
town I livin; its name is Orillia and it is 
lovely in summer time, nearly every street 
being shaded with elm or maple trees. 
We go to a private park ourselvs, and so 
do several of my aunts and uncles. It is 
on the lake shore and we hav houses built 
there. In winter time here it is very dis- 
agreeable. Last winter it rained, then 
froze. The streets were like glass. It 
was good for coasting. You could hav a 
long slide on a fiat sidewalk. I think my 
letter is getting long. Hoping to see this 
in print, I remain, Your friend, 

Erma Anexta Morrarr. 

[We are pleased to gather Elms into the 
fold with our other bright lassies and lads, 
and hope she will write again. Take care 
tospell and punctuate correctly. —Ep. C. C. ] 

Port TowNsEND, Wasu., May 4, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I would hav written 
before if I had not been too much occu- 
pied with my school studies. I expect to 
graduate next month, and as all the gradu- 
ates hav to write an essay the same is ex- 
pected of me; this I think to be a very la- 
borious task. For over a month there has 
been difficulty in maintaining the school 
on account of lack of funds in the treasury, 
but school will resume May 6th. I think 
Ida Ballou a very instructiv writer for 
children and also for grown folks, and that 
she improves the Corner very much. 
Those Turkish tales must be very interest- 
ing and I would like to know where I 
can find them. 

I would like very much to see some of 
your continued and instructiv writings in 
the Corner. I like your short writings 
also. 

I think you wiU soon hear from my 
friend Anna Barthorpe. 

From a Liberal friend, 
LovuisA IFFLAND. 


[Do not wait so long before you write 
again, Louisa. We agree with you in re- 
gard to Ida Ballou's articles. She is one 
among our brightest correspondents. — 
Ep. C. C.] 


CHILLICOTHE, O., April 27, E.M. 295. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Dear Friend: 
It has been quite a while since I wrote to 
you and the Corner friends. I wish every 
one may enjoy good health who reads my 
letter I liv one and one-quarter miles 
from Gillespieville, ten miles from Chilli- 
cothe, and six miles from the Scioto river. 
To-day is beautiful. The sun shines 
brightly, the birds twitter in their leafy re- 
treats, and the grassis green. The earth 
is decked with white daisies here, and blue 
daisies there; the johnny jump-ups are 
strewn all over the pasture, and flowers 
and ferns adorn the wildwood. 

We take Tot TRUTH SEEKER. One of 
my school-mates, a Christian, who belongs 
to the church and is in Harvey’s advanced 
grammar, parsed ‘‘Lord” this way: 
“ Lord is a noun, common "—here one of 
the class interrupted her and said—‘‘It is 
a proper noun," but she did not under- 
stand; then she asked me whether it was 
feminin gender or neuter, but I said it was 


A Chance to Make Money. 


I have been 80 successful in the past few 
months that I feel it my duty to aid others by 
giving them my experience. I have not mate 
ess than $18 any day for the last five months, 
and have not canvassed any. I put anoticein 
the papers that Iam selling the Iron City Dish 
Washer, and people send for them by the dozen. 
They givesuc pond satistaction that every fam- 
ily wants one. I think that any pereon can easily 
clear $10 a day,and double that after they get 
started good. I don’t see why anyone should be 
destitute, whan they may just as well be making 
lots of money if they try. dress the Iron City 
Dish Washer Co., 145 B. Highland Ave., Station A, 
Pittsburg, Pa , and they will give you all instruc- 
tions necessary to succeed, MRS. WM. H. 


against rules to tell; and so finally she 
said, ‘‘ feminin gender, third person plu- 
ral number,” and whatever case it hap- 
pened to be. Then came the corrections: 
One of the class said it was singular num- 
ber, as he guessed there was ‘‘but one of 
him.” I then spoke up and said, **Ialways 
heard there were three of him: Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost,” and Mr. Stigler, 
our teacher, said, **Oh, no, one in three 
and three in one.” I then inquired what 
rule in arithmetic he worked that by, but 
he stamped his foot and looked sour, and 
I did not say any more. 
Mavp ETHEL RYDER. 


[We number Maud among our bravest 
and wittiest girls, one who is able to teach 
the teacher.—Enp. C. C.] 


: Crossy, Tex., April 29, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I will attempt to 
write again to the Children’s Corner. I 
can't stay away long ata time. I hav just 
read Colonel Ingersoll's interview on Sam 
Jones. I think he hit the nail on the head. 
The Rev. Sam Jones thought he was say- 
ing something bright when he said he 
couldn't see why men would pay for the 
privilege of hearing Ingersoll abuse their 
mother's God and their father's Bible at 
a dollar a head, and then turn out and be 
Infidels like him for nothing. Then why 
do the people go to hear him tell a lot of 
falsehoods and then turn out and be hypo- 
crits like him? He says, **Can Mr. In- 
gersoll show what he has done to make 
the world any better or happier?" Well, 
can Mr. Jones show what he has done to 
make the world any better? If he can, I 
would like to hear of it. I know one 
thing; where there is a church in a settle- 
ment, there is always a fuss andarow. If 
the preacher shakes hands with one and 
not with the whole congregation they get 
miffed about it. Your Liberal friend. 

BELLE Harvey. 


[Sam Jones might learn something, too, 
if he would take the trouble to go and hear 
Colonel Ingersoll.—Ep. C. C.] 


Il-Tempered Babies 
are not desirable in any home. Insufficient nour- 
ishment produces ill temper. Guard against 
fretful children by feeding nutritious and di- 
gestible food. The Gail Borden Eagle Brand 
Condensed Milk is the most successful of all in 
fant foods. 
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You will ride Y 
a Bicycle 


Of course you willride. Allthe 
world will—fashion, pleasure, 
business — men, 
women, children. 
It takes a while 
sometimes for the 
world to recog- 
nize its privileges; 


Y 
¥ 
Y 


fore, you whoare 
in the world will 
ride a bicycle—a 


COLUMBIA 


bicycle if you desire the best the 
world produces; a Hartford, the 
next best, if anything snort of a 
Columbia will content you. 
Columbias, $100; Hartfords, 
$80 $60; for boys and girls, $50. 


POPE MFG. C0., Hartford, Conn. 


Boston, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Providence, Buffalo. 


Y 
` 


y 


A Catalogue—comprehensive, boautiful—at any 
agency free, or by mail for two 2-cent stamps. The 
book tells of all the new Columbias and Hartfords 


rmm e mmm e vmm e mmeg 


RIGHT LIVING § 


Ethics as Understood by a 


Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


** The advertisement of that well known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public, He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the "Liberal public.” 

The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings ” of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense. His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ‘f OTTO WETTSTEIN ^ 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


&S Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Established 1857. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein 
J Watch. 

The Ingersoll Sou 
venir Spo-n. 
The Freethought 
Badge. 


hb r 
a SUPER 


ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearfulfor ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $t. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 
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Something M 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTH WICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could 


Baw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
goin bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Max 95, 1898) 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 


Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as '"Eye-openers," in doing *“ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 


these valuable little evangels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in ptice that thousands of gen- 
erous- hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
graiuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Ana uod, Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H. Olay 
PORE C aiee iaaii 
Astro-Pheology. L.L Dawson. Showing the 
Story of Ohrist in the New Testament to 

be but an Alleg?rical representation of 

the sun's course through the different 
zodiaeal Signs............ e ee eeee ee er acces 
Apostles of Christ. Austin Holyoake... ..... 
Tne Bible God Disproved by Nature. W. E. 
Coleman............ eee vas 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll 
‘rhe Bible: Is it Reliable as a Guide? C. Watts. 
Blasphemy anc the Bible. O B Reynolds..... 
Tne Book of. Esther. A Sp:cimen of What 
Passes as the Inspired Word ot God..... 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. t. Max Muller..... 
Constautine the Great, prog the Ini- 
quity of the First Christian Emperor. 


(This is the statute under which Mr. J 
B. Wise is now indict.d for send.ng a 
verse from the Bibie through the mail.) 


T. B. Wakeman. 
Cruelty and Credulity of the Human Race. 
Dr. DanielArter........... cec 
Christianity a Borrowed “ystem. Bennett. 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 


Civilization. Charles Watts ............ 
The Christian Deity. Oharles Watts _....... 
The Ohristian Faith. 20) Questions Without 

DSWOLIS. (eve secevesegetcsesséeogesaeve EE 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Christian Missionary aud a Chinese 
Mandarin .......... quee rr 

The Christian Sabbath. , John E Remsburg.. 

Christian Scheme of Redemption. OC. Watts. 

The Church and Educavion. Anti-Jesuit..... 

The Ganrok and Freethought. Franklin 

nS si'cseea'es suvese ceca ces sessaeersss 

Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shall the Maiis 
be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 
of The Truth Seeker............ eee 

The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi. 
days. Putnam : 

. Constructive Rationalism. Annie Desant.... 

The Devil’s Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 


The Decline of F _ J & Remsburg.. .... 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts.. 
Does there Exist a Moral dovernor of the 
niverse? Austin Holyoake..........-. 
Doubts of Infidels, gvnoations by a Weak but 
incere Stian......... + P T 
The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.B. 
Evolution Teaches Neither Athei m nor Ma- 
terialism. Brigham, M.D 
Evolutioa of Israel's God. | A. 
ssays on Miracles. David Hume........ d 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ' E Longsh 
The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 
John Syphers............. - 
ress. Percy Bysshe 


e 


Foundations. 
Free Speech and Free 
elley........- eere at estea ie asar Eeti 
Few Words about the Deyil. Chas. Bradiaugh 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas. Watts 
The Frairs of Christianity. Annie Besaut.... 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 
The Gospsl of Christiauity and the Gospel of 
preothonght, Annie Besant ............ 
Has Man & Soul? Oharles Bradlaugh....... os 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Austin 
lolyoake..... "METTE Saisara eroe 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of It. 
Occurrence. Prof. Louis Hisberg.... 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh .. .. ... 
If You Take Away Mv Religion What Will You 
Give Mein itsSte.d? H. B. Martin, M. D. 
Is America the Ney World? L L Dawson... 


Íngersoll Catechised. ih Mr. Ingersell’s 
oem on Robert Burns......... RETTO 
Ingersoll on McGlynn .............. cen 
e Ills We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 


. M. Bonnett, ..... «rene 
Is the Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsbu: 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden.... 
Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh . .. 
Land Question. Charles Bradleugh....... 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake....... 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll. ............ 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling thit 
of Jesus Christ..... s .seeseseee itti 
Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
Fear to Die? By G.J. Holyoake ,...... 
The Logic of Life, Ded ced from the Princi- 
. ples of Freethougut. G. J. Holyoake. ... 
Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 


yoake 
Liberty and Morality. Moucure D. Conway. 
The Li erty of Printing Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 


Literature of the Insane. F. R Marvin, M.D. 
“Manna.” Orthodox Des riptions of How 

People are off in Hell................ ie 
Materialinm and Or-me. B F Underwood.... 
Moral Value of tho Bible. Chas. Watts... ... 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of Re- 

vival Doctrine. ......... Hor n— 
Natural H-ligion va. Revealed Religion. An- 


ew Life ot Moses. 
The New Faith. J.L 8 
The New Age. W.S Bell 


eens eee ees tees ene ` 


" B. 
The Old Religions and the New. 'W. S. Bell.. 


gn Bernd Torture, Annie Basant........... 
rayer, Annie Desaní........... .. ee ees-- . 
Ón the Beli ious Education of Children. 

. Annie Besant. written during her 


Transition from Ohristianity.... ..... 
Open Letter tu my Old Friends the Quakers. 
OOre .....- ENA ics = 


Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingersol s 
Our father in Heaven. 
ephenson........em re eI 
Our Lordand Savior Jesu: Christ. T E Lot g- 
8ShOre........«. e ut rset seca mem 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg........ 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. S B Duryea, T 
Wakeman, G & Hawes..... Rak 


Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsburg.. 
Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.... 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as described 

by the Bible. Per dozen........... eee ues 
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Plea for Atheism. Ch : 
Poverty: Its Effects ales Pe diangh 


Charles Bradlaugh. 
3 1 William Coboett.. 1 
Questions for Bible Worshipers............... 1 
‘he ton of Witchcraft to Religion. A. C. 
a 
The Religi 
pal 


Secular Responsibility. G J Holyoake s 
The Stage and the Puli it. Robt G Ingers l. 
Super+ tition Displayed. Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 
« q ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 
Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 
Jasper's Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


nm s 
Talk With the Four Evangelists. E Wood. 


Two Short Sermons, 
Twelve Apostles. 
Were 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freskhought. its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader'8 sense of logio and love of justice. 
Tt ds eloquent as well M convincing: 

rice, cloth, $1. O88 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment fo quality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and f'erritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States, and, Bections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 
This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the 1aots, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. eing 
Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, 
not be superseded until the census of. 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 


.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as bhe injustis of church exemption is suffere 
10 5xist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reduotions are made: 


Pen copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies = - - - = 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - - 8.00 


L r quantities at special Tates. 
Arens THE TRUTH SEEKER. Now York. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startline 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Hygiene, 


Hygiene of the pum. 


Eating for Strength. By M. L. Holbrook, 


Parturition Without Pain. 
Liver Complaint, 


The Relations of the Sexes. By Mrs. E. 


Three Books in One. 


{ 


Talks to 


Fruit and Bread. 


Food and 
Diet, 
Marriage 
and 
Parentage, 
Etc. 


and the Cure of 
ervousness. By M. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1.50. '' Get this book and 
ü &bounds in practical valuable 
knowiedge."—[Chicago Inter-Ocean. 


‘I am delighted with 
Secretary Michigan 


A Code of 
Directions for avoiding most of the Pains and 
Dangers of Childbearing. By M. L. Holbrook, 


M.D. Price, b mail, gt. 
it"—[H. B. Baker, M.D., 
State Board of Health. 


D. Price, by mail, $1. “A work whose ex- 
cellence surpasses our pover to commend.”— 
[New York Evéning Mail., 


Mental Dyspepsia, and 
Headache: Their Cure by Home Treat- 
ment. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. Price, by 
mail, $1. “Reading this book I cured myself 
efter soyeral doctors had failed.”—[T. C. Curtis, 


B. Duffey, author of “What Women Should 
Know,” * No Sex in Education,” etc. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs, Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 
writes: “Had I possessed this book ten years 
ago it would have saved me ten years of in- 
validism, and I should have been the mother of 
healthy instead of sickly children.” 


Youth: Its Care and Culture. By J. 


Mortimer Granville. $1. To this has been 
added & paper by that charming English 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the “Physical 
Education of a Girl,” and a paper on the 
“Dress of Girls.” Its retail price is $1. 


My Patients. By Mrs. R. B. 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for the 
Maid, Wife and Mother: with a beautiful Pho- 
tographic Portrait of the Author. Price, by 
mail, $1.50. ‘We wish the chapter, * Confiden- 
tial bo Mothers, might be published as a tract 
and sent to every mother in the land."—[Har- 
per’s New Monthly Magazine. 


Yhe Better Way. An Appeal to Men in 


behalf of Human Culturethrough a wiser par- 
entage. By, A. E. Newton. Price, by mail, 
25 cents. “It contains information and warning 
that are urgently needed."—[Christian Union. 


ular Exposition e Fundamental Problems 
in Bociology. By R. T. Trall, M.D. Price, by 
mail, $2. , This work has rapidly assed throug! 
forty editions, and the demand is constantly 
increasing. No such complete and valuabla 
work has ever before been issued. 


A Natural and Soisn- 


tific. Diet. By Gustav Schlickeysen. Trans- 
lated from the German, by M. L. Holbrook, 


Sexnal Physiology. A Scientific and Pop- 
O: 
R 


M.D. In addition also it contains a Complete 
and Radical Cure for Intemperance, by the Use 
of a Vegetable and Fruit Diet. By Chas. O. 
Groom Napier, F.R.S. 250 pages. Price, $1. 


From the Cradle 
to the School. By Berths Meyer. The Rights 
of Children, By Herbert Spencer. The Gov- 
ernment of Children. .By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. 
Price, by mail, a _¢loth, i . 

& book worthy vo pne ranked with the best that 
"has eyer been written concerning the training 
of children."—[Bazar. 


Vegetarianism the Radical Cure for In- 


Muscle-Beating; r 


temperance. By Harriet P. Fowler. 
Price, 30 cents, by mail. "It should be quietly 
given to every drinker."—[Herald of Health. 

Home Gymnastics 
for Sick and Well. By C. Kemm, 
manager of the gymnasium of Rega. 30 cents. 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 


The Diet Cure. 


and Physiological Relations, and in their bear- 
ing on the producing of children of finer health 
and greater ability. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. 
The Sctentijic Amertcan says: " Books on this 
subject are usually written by ‘cranks,’ but this 
is radically different: it is scientific, sober, 
clean, and worthy, of conscientious considera- 
tion by every prssible parent, and particularly 


by the young. : 

The Relations of Food 
&nd Drink to Health, Disease, Cure. y A L. 
Nichols, M.D., editor London Heraid of Heatin. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


Medical Hints on the Protection and Man- 


Deep Breathing ; or 


agement of the Singing Voice. By 
Lenox Brown, F.R.C.8. 20th thousand. 30 cts. 


Lung Gymnastics. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mrs, Horace Mann writes: 
“Every book you print is pure gold and de- 
serves wide circulation." 


to Strengthen the Memory. By M. 
How to ngthen i e Memory yM 


L. Holbrook, 


A Physicians Sermon to Young Men." B 
T. 


W. Pratt. Price, 35 cents. Prof. R. A. 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer, 
says of it: “Through false delicacy lads and 

onthe: are left to Tal into rone end aor ad 

ave their pros pects of a healthy harpy life al 
solutely ruined. The little book before us is in- 
tended to be put into the hands of young men 
by fathers who are unwilling or incapable or 
discharging a fathe.’s duty in this respect; ang 
as not one father in ten is, we believe, ready w 


do what is right by his boys himself, it is wel! 


. that such a book as this should be available. If 


itis read by ail who should read it, its sale will 
be counted by hundreds of thousands." The 
publisher will send 10 copies by mail. postpaid, 
‘or $2. Should anyone desire them by the 100 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by cor- 
respondence. 
B9^Catalogues Free. gg 


By mail on receipt of price, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science. of Thought. By F, Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2 The 
Identity of Language and ‘Thought, and 3. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on " Thought 
Without Words," between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke us Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 75c. : 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
uage. By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 
xford University Extension Lectures. With 

a supplement. + My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 

The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Philosophique. Au- 
thorizedtranslation. Treating of the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneous, or Natural, Attention. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; c, Surprise. 2. Voluntary. or Artificial, 
Attention.—a. Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c, 
The feeling of effort. 3. The Morbid States of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
€, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 

tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 75c. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Pau! Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theauthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structu: al and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
&nd Sensory Organs. 3. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory, Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 135 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 50c. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Discnssions 
on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr, Lyman F., Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh Ò Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being a disquisition cn the development of 
the idea of God in human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The Eb 
ymology of The Word God.’ 8. God an Abstract 

dea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
arative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B. 
rof. H. Oldenberg, of the University of Kiel. 

—a, Sanscrit Research; 0, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The f - 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
edic Epoch. 2. Experimental Psychology 
By Prof. Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology. 
b. Psychology in Germany; c, Psychology Jn 
France and Italy; @, Psychology in Great Brit 
ain and the United States. 3. Old Testament 
History: or, The Rise of the people of Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Konigsberg.—a, The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom of Israel. With especial introductions 
by rofessors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
nga ion of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


Ou Double Consciousness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proot of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion_in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages.paper. Price, 50c. 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. By 
Gustave Freytag. A  handscme, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion." In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


iseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the folow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso ders. 3. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr.PaulCarus. With 152 Ius- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1., The 
Philosophical Problem, of Mind. 2. The Rise of 

Organio Life, 8. Physiological Facts of Brain- 

Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and, 

the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 

tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Re igious Aspects of Soul-Life. 
Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem 
“ Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. b G 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present. and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 
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Gems of Ghoughe. | Sone Good Pamphlets at Low Pries. 


Is it possible that clouding the tender 
mind of the child with error will do it no 
harm?— Katie Kehm Smith. 


Tes is philosophy: To make remote 
things tangible, common things extensivly 
useful, useful things extensivly common, 
and to leave the least necessaay for thé 
last.— W. S. Landor. 


THE beliefs in natural law and the uni- 
versality of causation are not very strong 
even in the scientific world when vital 
phenomena are in question, and they are 
very feeble in the outer world.— Herbert 
Spencer. 


Henry IV., after his victories, his abju- 
ration, and his coronation, caused a cross 
to be erected in Rome, with the following 
inscription: Zn hoc signo vinces. The 
wood of the cross was the carriage of & 
eannon.— Voltaire. 


VornrArRE! a name that excites the ad” 
miration of men, the malignity of priests. 
Pronounce that name in the presence of a 
clergyman, and you will find that you hay 
made a declaration of war. Pronounce 
that name, and from the face of the priest 
the mask of meekness will fall, and from 
the mouth of forgivness will pour a Niagara 
of vituperation and calumny. And yet 
Voltaire was the greatest man of his cen- 
tury, and did more to free the human 
race than any other of the sons of men.— 
Ingersoll, 


A poor man that would save his soul 
alive is reduced to the sad necessity of 
sharply trying his gods, whether they are 
divine or not; which is a terrible pass for 
mankind, and lays an awful problem upon 
each man. The man must do it, however. 
At his own peril he will hav to do this prob- 
lem too, which is one of the awfulest; and 
his neighbors, all but a most select portion 
of them, portion generally not clad in 
official tiaras, can be of next to no help to 
him in it—nay, will rather infinitly hinder 
him in it, as mattera go.—Carlyle, 


Waar do you suppose creation is? 

What do you suppose will satisfy the soul 
but to walk free and own no superior? 

What do you suppose I would intimate to 
you in a hundred ways, but that man 
or woman is as good as God? 

And that there is no God any more divine 
than yourself? 

And that that is what the oldest and new- 
est myths finally mean? 

And that you or any one must approach 
creations through such laws? 

— Walt Whitman. 


Ir may be argued that happiness comes 
from activity, and hence, except there 
were wrong and misery in the world, there 
would be no field for the exercise of man’s 
noblest faculties, and sc no means for his 

‘highest happiness; in a word, perfection 
would be stagnation. Well, by the theory, 
God is perfect. Is he stagnant? Besides, 
if the alternativs only were possible to the 
Supreme, either to introduce wrong and 
misery as excitants of man’s faculties or to 
leave him, after creation, a stupid, inert 
clod, would not supreme intelligence and 
benevolence hav insisted that he be left 
unereated altogether? — John Francis 
Smith. 


You say let them begin first. You say 
we cannot disarm until they do. I say 
No! We can. I say it is with us to lead 
the van. It is with us to begin. It is with 
us to announce to the nations of the world, 
that are still quivering under the reign of 
the effete notions of antiquity: ‘‘ Here we 
stand in our ancient renown that needs no 
vindication—in our justice, in our modera- 
tion, prepared to submit to peaceable ar- 
bitration every question between ourselvs 
and our brethren; and you may go on in 
your games of war; you may go on and 
construct your ironciads; increase your 
artillery and infantry and musketry—the 
United States is too great, too modern, to 
sink to the level of the military notions of 
the ancieut world.—Hon. William M. 
Ewerett. 


TERRITORY, conquest, diplomatie sub- 
tlety, political unserupulousness, are no 
proofs of advance, and may be wide-open 
doors to deterioration. It is not enough 
for a nation or for an individual simply to 
be born, but it is necessary that birth 
Should promis and index expanding op- 
portunities. Nations should outshine pre- 
cedent nations. Children should outpass 
parents. Civilization has hideous features 
under its mask. Time, with kindly but 
impartial palms, will smooth the frailties 
away. The mask will be thrown aside. 
The conceit of a military **civilization " is 
only of passing consequence. Notwith- 
Standing the papers, the real elements of 
Japanese civilization belong to a period 
prior to this war and reside in elements 
which this war outraged, These elements 
will liv on into her future, long after her 
diplomacies and cannon are dust.— Horace 
L. Traubel. . 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly řor 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, Or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christiana 
generally H C Luse. 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Showing that 


Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, | 


and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FOR CRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel'W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 

` John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettstein's 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. ` 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliantlectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, * What Has Infidelity Done?” shouid be 
induced to read this book, if hehas to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Grob. _ 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A disenssion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is & Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. i 

MATERIALISM: Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
ofthe New Testament One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament, Dedicated to 
the Olergy. H. J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 

in and through the mirror. Take away man 

and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 

This pamphlet, therefore, is à consideration 

of what kind of a God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 


Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, ‘The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God a8 & Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins,iration, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Bronght, The 
Resurrection, The Jndgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, “ No Bible. No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


PIANOS, 


$8995; - 


After years of earnest study and 


cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

* The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 


$950; - 


on the famous text, * The Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know." 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hox. FREDERIOK Dovor8s and Cou. RoB- 


ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Aot 


pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 


| ages. : 
"PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 


as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers,the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
2 God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. |. 


Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 
THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock's comical sermons. 
SCIENCE vs, RELIGION, or The Oon- 


fliot Between Reason and Superstition. T O 


Widd'combe. 
ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 


Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ 


S t. 
SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


SPIRITUALISM FROM A 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 


wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined | 


the Psychic Researchers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centaries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection. with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
inres. The descriptions and reflections by 


George E. Macdonald. 
VICTOR HUGO'S ORATIQN-ON VOL- 


TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- | 
dredth's auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the, 


Lifo of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth», George Eliot, 
&nd L^ngfellow. i 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. ^ . 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’s alleged acts which would lesd one 
to that conciusion. LK Washburn. 

WHY DONT HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nam. 
The title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions ofit hav^ beeu called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
and the Real. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
j GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
| fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 

gearchers. 

| WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers! International Congress at Chi- 
cago. Gonsidering: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjuzation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
Upon H-r, Theology Never Helpfulto Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend, Freethought the 

nefactor of Woman. i 


WOMAN: HER PAST 


HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
` 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PIANOS! 


275. 


experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Ohi- 


is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo. 


TERIAL». 


.Some pamphlet. 


Busan H. Wixon 
AND PRESENT, 


| word, this piano is made to stand, not. merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 


Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 


niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Gxonez Srroxz, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 


The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sranor Fasan, of the Paris 
Oonservatory, says: 

* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way." 

Having made special arrangements with the manufaeturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Truru Szrxer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
eago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


{n the nature of things, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


‘In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


ingpiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
: Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Oolonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
W'ondian,and Child 
* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way hömë, the next night he 
will take along:some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
“ Voltaire " and **Lincoln," and has as 
a frontispiece & fine photo engraving of 
the Colonel and’ both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva &nd Robert, the little fellow 
upon.his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Oolonel's millions of friends will take 


.] pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 


also the Colonel's Tribute to His 
Brother, which: so many have de- 
sired to have jin convenient form. 
Price, 25 centg. 


VOLTAIRE 

* Voltaire was-the greatest man of 
his century, and.did more to free the 
human race than .any other of the 
sonsof men." A'leóture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait. of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. ‘Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This. is Colonel Ixazssorr's great 
lecture, printed in & handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of. Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ‘ocean, whose waves 
touched all:the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by YwezssoLn, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. -Price;925 cents. - 


‘story 0 


mental journey from 
lalism, 


‘loth, 75 cents. ` 


Being the 
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Not for Darsons. 


‘*Burssmp is he who” commits murder 
and is hanged, **for he shall be rewarded 
in heaven." 


Two old ladies were talking about the 
churches. One said: ‘‘ What is the diffr- 
ence between all these denominations, any- 
way?" '* Why," replied the other, ‘the 
Methodists, they go down in the gutter and 
pulls them up; the Baptists, they washes 
them, and the Congregationalists, they 
starches them.” 


An English clergyman was preaching in 
a country church in Seottland. He had as 
his subject ‘‘The Prodigal Son.” ‘And 
the prodigal son went away from his poor 
old father and remained in a far country 
for years and years and years and years, 
aud his father mourned his absence for 
years and years. But after years and 
years he came back to his poor old father, 
and his poor old father said to his servants, 
bring forth the fatted calf which has been 
kept for my son these years and years.” 
An old farmer in the audience could re- 
strain himself no longer. ‘Yer er le'er; 
calf wud hay bin a coo," he exclaimed. 


Waan Joe Jefferson was here not long 
ago, a8 is his custom, he added to his fund , 
of good stories one that he picked up from 
ex-speaker Tom Reed, who tells it with ini- 
mitable humor. Reed’s story is about an 
old farmer, who had some neighbors at 
dinner with him. Among them was a 
stranger, who looked likea Baptist preach- 
er. Asis the custom in the rural districts 
when there is a preacher at the table, the 
farmer looked at him and said: ‘‘ Brother, 
wil you ask a blessing?" The stranger 
leaned forward, put his hand to his ear 
and assumed an inquiring expression of 
countenance. The farmer renewed the 
invitation. The stranger said: ‘‘I see that 
you're talking to me, but the fact is, I'm 
80 deaf, I can't hear a word you 
say."— Washington Post. 


` 


THE MISSOURIAN, . : 
Tough luck? Well, I reckon. Say, mis- 


er, 
You kin talk about women an' wine, 
Busted fortunes, dead. love, aud sich , 
- troubles, i 
But they ain't a greased patching to 
mine. 
I started one summer fer Kansas, 


An’ out from Mizzoory we rid; 


There wuz me an’ ole Bose an’ Ma'am | 
Bally, D 
The wagon, the team, an’ the kid. BL 
Ole Bose he kep’ under the tailgate, 
Tied up with a hitchin'-etrap thar, 
Jist joggin’ along onconcerned-like, 
With his eye on the bucket o’ tar. 
An’ nights, when we pulled up fer supper, 
Ma'am Sally a candie would take 


An’ read suthin' out o’ her Bible 
Permiskus, fer Jesus's cake. 


Bat all of a sudden Ma'am Sally, 
Afore we could get. to the farms, 

Tuck sick—she had kind o’ been failin'— 
An’ she up an’ died in my arms. 

An'I buried her thar on a hillside, 
With nary a word nor 8 prayer, 

For I had a suspicion that Jesus 
Wasn’t dealin’ with me on the square. 


So I slewed the team 'round fer Mizzoory, | 
An’ down in some timber a log 
Throwed the wagon clean out o’ her bal- 


ance 
An’ a hind wheel run over the dog. 

I jumped—but too late—as he hollered; 
An’ he tried, like a soldier, to stand; 

He whined an’ his tail wagged a little, 
An’ he died thar a-lickin’ my hand. 


I planted him; got in the wagon, 
An’ on for M. zzoory we slid, 
With me a-skeered somethin’ would hap- 


pen, s 
Afore we got home, to the kid; 
Fer a man is too awkward and clumsy 
To tend to a youngster, you see, 
But just about how much I loved him 
No feller kin reckon 'cep' me. 


Ab first he would cry fer Ma'am Sally 
When I tuck him an’ put on his clos, 

An’ when we would tie up fer dinner 
Why then he'd git cryin’ fer Bose; 

An’ he didn’t tech much of his vittles, | 
An’ one daybreak he looked awful white, 


Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


by local _applications.as they cannot reach the 
diseased portion of the ear. There is only one 
way to cure deafness,and that is by constitu- 
tional remedies. Deafness is caused by an in- 
famed condition of the mucous lining of the 
Eustachian Tube. When this tube is inflamed 
you have arumbling sound orimperfect hearing, 
and when it is entirely closed, Deafness is the re- 
sult. and unless the inflammation oan be taken 
out and this tube restored to its normal condi- 
tion, hearing will be destroyed f:rever: nine 
pases out of ten are caused by catarrh, which is 
nothing but an inflamed condition of the mucous 
surfaces. j 
We will give One Hundred Dollars for anv case 
of Deafness vpn by catarrh) thst cannot be 
. cured by Hali's Catarr ure. Send for oirou- 
lars; free. . J. CHENEY -& OO., Toledo, O. 
Sold by Druggists, 750. ; 


I Mas cis him an'rubbed him an' kissed 
im, : 
But he'd gone up the flume in the night. 
Then I hitched up ’thout eatin’ or drinkin’ 
And traveled, the kid on my knees, 
An’ druv till I reached the old homestead, 
Straight up to the oak hitchin’ trees; 
An’ my people they come out a-pilin’, 
Their faces as white as the snow, 
An’ they bust out a-cryin’ an’ sobbin’ 
To see me a-settin’ thar so. 


An’ now they ain't nothin’ kin tech me; 
No trouble kin git me to wince: 

I'm plum through with lovin’ an’ hatin’ 
An’ I'm waiting 'fer death ever since; 

An’ I ain’t ben a-doin’ no bendin’ 
To an orthodox chastenin’ rod, 

Fer religion is #11 monkey-moonshine, 
An’ I ain't got no truck with a God. 

—Chicago Post. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse. 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
A PARTNER WANTED. 
lw'uld like to sell an interest in the Ironclad 
Age, an old established Freethought journal. 


Anyone whose heart isin the cause and that nas 
af w hundred dollara to invest in the same will 


please address : R 
Indianapolis, tna. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE, 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo 
Daina OF nanta 


Inginel tarma 


WANTED. 


Sitnation, by & steam engineer. Ten years’ ex- 
perience with blast, hoisting, pile-drivinz, and 
air-compressing engines and steam shovels. 
Best retereace from former employers. 29 years 
old, married, strictly sober, and an outspoken 
Freethinker. Would prefer a stationary plans in 
Ohio, but will go anywhere to any remunerative 
work. Vannot some TRUTE SEEKER reader sug- 
gest a possible place? Steady work gpretermpin to 

O. FERGUS 


| 


SEF THAT CURVE! 


—___._ 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and & half m les of Media county seat 
and within four miies of Chester, "a, on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the p'ace, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition, House 
and barn on the place, but are old buildings. 
Wi hin five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line b3tween 
UE and Chester, with less than five minutes 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. . Hight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre., The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


large wages. O. THE ON, THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
. Rigo. Moxahala, Ohio. Address W. H., care Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 
—THE— 


FREETRINKERS: PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK: 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHURCH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND BE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


ARS 


THE ARTIST. 


WS BY 
ian RE PORTRAIT 


OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 

2 e The Church Robbing the People. 
8 s Thanksgiving. 

8 b Sabbath Laws. 

14 * Ohildren and the Church. 


1 €" Woman and ihe Church. | 

6 S The Charch and Thomas Paine. 
4 » Studies in Natural History. 

8 z The Bible. and Science. 

iS The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 se Piet; in Onr Penitentiaries. 

4 he Atonement Scheme. 

4 oe The Lord and His Works. 

2 M Prayer. . i 

10 €" ‘The Creeds. 

1 s Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
M" 8810n&rleg. 


2 

5 

1. * The Lord's Instruments. 

25 ^ Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
1 « i6 Church and Slavery. 

a - ests and Politics. 

4 2 eland and the Church. | 

a * Ohurch's Idea of Civilization. 

1 a The Uses of the Cross. 

4. * Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
9 “ Persecutions of the Ohurch. 

12 * Some Allegories. ; 

8 bs Hoayon. 

6 e 

T *  - Miscellaneous. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 


fore appeared ia this country, a 
lishe ha We must give tlie Truth 


At tw.ce the vrice»t world have been a cheap book. Artist 
signer is 2 wonderful s:-ccess, and we judge from our own feelings 
America will desire & copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freeth 


nd it is yery doubtful if another one lige it will ever agaiu be pub- 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 


Heston as & portrait painter and de- 
i tha nearly every Liberal in 
kers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves * o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethou-ht,and has done 


ures do not make up the whole of his volume. 


matter that se-ve first as exp.anations of the illustratioqna, and secondi: 
| falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of t. 
book is one of tue best yeapong against Christianity and 


hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 


faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. 


But the pict- 
There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
as texts to prove the utter 
ose who uphold them. Altogether the 
the church that has ever been put in the 


i 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 


WATSON HESTON, | 


365 DAYS 
Ahead f 


i i | | 
19 to 23 Ibs. 
CATALOG FREE if you mention this paper 


KEATING WHEEL CO., 
Holyoke, Mass. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Buv. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ. 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents 


OD 0002 08000402020 
È AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER! ! : 
aa 
We want 1000 more active agents before 
b Julyist. We Will guarantee $20 to $30 per day e 
"] can be easily made in ang locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per 9 
@ cent. commission on all sales, Send to-day 6 
for full particulars, or we will send with 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
e Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in 
sllver Or stamps. Established in 1882. Ad- 
è dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
CO., Boston, Mass. 
ed 02 i 0200000280 
is not in magie potions, ‘‘specifics” 
jor electric clap-trap, b 3 
WISDOM: 


] adaptation, marital fa ures; etc, 


now 
married cr who ever expect to be 
The Jast edition has 1,000 pages, 
| 3 colored charts of vital organs, 206 


Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TROT SEEKER. 
98 T,sfe vett? Place. Now York. 
» CONSULTATION FREE. 
FAIR & SQUARE RNSUETAT my stan E 
2 offer during forty years past, 
a pledge made in over half a 
million copies of myg'Medi- 
cal Common Sense and Plain 
Home Talk "—I stand by it. 
Anyone afflicted. with any 
chronic, obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
; or troubled about some pri- 
vate affair in which the help 
of a physician of broad and long experience is 
desired, is welcome to state the case to me, in 
erson or by letter, (sending return postage) and 
IW advise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
gend, if wanted, my ‘‘Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health," “Da, E, B. Foore, 122 Lex. AVe, NEW York. 


EL 


V: 

ele, Mental and Physical Debility 
nd who are desirous of bein cured, a 
B booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, A in a plain envelops, 
iving causes and sy mpto: y 
: plaints, and a description of the Dactor’s 
mportant medical discovery—an Out- 
ward Application—& positive cure—the only rem- 
v edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo- 

cem, Ad DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 


Bay where you saw thisadver,~ Vineland, N.J- 
=m VAVOWT RUD THES! 


“Dr.cPellows 1s aist cus JBEHAL ana a very 
successful physician.mHe:has treated, DISEASES 
Oo N for twenty years, and his remedies are 
aneutgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted, 
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l THE CARPENTER’S SON WANTS SOME FOLLOWERS. 
And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 


into the sea: for they were fishers. 


And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. —Mat. iv, 18, 19. 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Satvapor has pasid to England for Nic- 
aragua the indemnity demanded. 


Crorsall over Europe hav been damaged 
by severe storms and cold weather. 


Ox May 19 fire at St. Albans, Vt., de- 
stroyed $500,000 worth of property. 


Mayor Strona has appointed several 
women inspectors of education in this city. 


Tue annual pilgrimage to Mecca has de- 
veloped cholera on the borders of the Red 
ea. 


IT now seems possible that Germany will 
lead in & new movement for an interna- 
tional monetary conference. 


“Garm Haminron” (Miss Mary Abigail 
Dodge) is reported dying from a stroke of 
paralysis., at Washington, D. C. 


Tue New York legislature has adjourned 
without passing the ** Greater New York” 
bill so consolidation is postponed for at 
least one year. 


Eix-SzNATOR JAMES F. WirnsoN, of Iowa, 
who spent thirty-four years in almost con- 
tinuous service in Congress, has died at 
the age of sixty-seven. 


Governor Turney, of Tennessee, has 
issued a call for an extra session of the 
legislature, to convene May 27, the session 
to last but twenty days. 


Tue Democrats of Western Kentucky 
havin convention declared for the coinage 
of gold and silver at the ratio of 16 to 1 
** without discriminating against either." 


Tur Vanderbilts and their friends hav 
at last come into possession of the major- 
ity of the stock of the Philadelphia and 
Reading railroad. ‘ihe object is to con- 
trol the anthracite coal trade. 


Tue United States Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals has sustained the Berliner telephone 
patent, This covers the transmitter, and 
while the patent remains in force no rival 
company can break the Bell monopoly. 


Tx notorious ‘‘Tichborne Claimant” 
has at last confessed, under oath, that he 
was not the heir of the Tichborne estate, 
but plain Arthur Orton, as asserted by the 
government throughout the famous trial, 


Japan is taking steps to increase her 
navy so as to make it equal in tonnage to 
the combined fleets of England, China, 
and Russia. She captured from China 
one battleship, two cruisers, nine gunboats, 
and eight torpedo boats, 


Te Vatican has forbidden Catholics to 
take part in the Italian elections. In his 
letter giving the reasons for issuing the 
prohibition, Pope Leo calls the attention 
of the faithful to the alleged fact that he 
is still kept a prisoner in the Vatican by 
the Italian government. 


Taz Swedish Chambers hav jointly voted 
15,000,000 kroner for immediate supplies 
for the government should war result from 
the disputes between that country and its 
Sister state, Norway, or should it be neces- 


sary to send troops to Norway in case of 
revoluiion breaking out there. 


THE Carnegie managers hav raised wages 
ten per cent in all their works. Fall River 
is to add 150,000 spindles to the working 
capacity of her mills. Other large iron 
and steel works hav also raised wages. 
But there is yet little demand for money, 
interest is very low, and the bank reserve 
is still increasing. 


On May 18 severe earthquake shocks 
were felt in parts of Italy, the Island of 
Zante, and lighter ones in Southern Hun- 
gary, Moravia, and Dalmatia, Serious 
Shocks were felt also in the Ionian Islands. 
Many people were killed in Italy, the most 
by the overthrow of the church of San 
Martino, Florence, which was filled with 
worshipers. ] 


Tur United States Supreme Court has 
declared the Income Tax unconstitutional 
by the vote of 5 to 4. Chief Justice Fuller 
read the majority opinion, which was con- 
curred in by Justices Field, Gray, Brewer, 
and Shiras. In favor of the law were 
Justices Brown, Jackson, Harlan, 
White. In the previous decisions Shiras 
voted for the law. 


Tus Mexican farmers near Guadaloupe, 
Chihuahua, are in arms because of the ap- 
pointment of an American engineer to 
survey government lands, They killed 
twenty of the surveying party, the en- 
gineer escaping, and subsequently beat off 
a force of government troops sent to put 
down the disturbance. It is clearly a case 
of **alien labor " against the home article. 


Fornowiwa the discovery of the gas 
“argon ” in the atmosphere—its presence 
having remained unknown until a few 
months ago—comes the finding of the gas 
“helium ” in certain minerals. It is the 
lightest gas now known, and may solve the 
problem of aerial navigation. Argon 
yields a light that seems to explain the 
aurora borealis, Helium is possessed of 
highly explosiv qualities. 


A BnooxnxN lawyer — prominent in 
wordy defense of ‘‘wage slaves ”— re- 
cently secured an order from court giving 
him as a fee $7,244.85 out of an award of 
$13,000 damages to his client, a poor girl. 
When the newspapers censured him for 
the act he came out with an attempted 
“ explanation," in which he said: **I think 
my services were worth fully what I got, 
if not more, I wish the newspapers would 
leave my little ewe lamb alone," to which 
a New York paper retorts that he should 
not shear his ewe lambsso close as to make 
them bleed, 


PUBLICATIONS, 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 centa. 

Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 

Bond for descriptiv catalogue of Swadenborg’s 
works. : 

American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society.20 Cooper Union, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cente, 


and’ i 


Are you a Liberal Thinker? 
Or interested in Liberal Thinking? 
Yes? 

Then you want the Evolution of the 
Idea of God. 


By Hermit Silence, a twentieth century recluse. 
Just publisbed, paper, 10 cents. Address C. I. 
Kerr, publisher, 108 Osage street, Logansport, 
Indiana. 4620 


Writes every letter in sight of operator. 
Does most of the work in writing AUTOMAT- 
ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved 
E additional work. 

It acts as if it studied the convenience of 
| the operator at every turn, and thereby 
# lightens his labor and renders him capable 
| of doing more. 

E It has aknack of keeping well, and is al- 
|] ways ready at critical or other times. 

E Thcsearesome of the reasons why it is 

dj different from all other writing machines. 


The catalogue tells you more about it. 
E FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


307 Broadway, New York. 


A. Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
. , Beneficent. X 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiousl Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, , 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Íllegitimate. 
V. What ActualiyDid Cause Bo-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing & Buccinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N Y. 


Address 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Ts Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, HY LOAD? 


à Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. $1: paper. 50 cents. 


An Unofficial Patriot, 


A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIVIL WIR. 
The literary hit of the season.— Chicago Times. 
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. I Paper, 50 cente. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 
lendid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
ub—Under Protest—For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


OONTENTS; 

Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City’s Dead—An Irre- 
spon-ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Womanasan Annex —Bex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Oommon 

ense in 


Burgery. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents, 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradietions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev 
Byron Bunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks 
pere could not write, eto. Price, 20 cents, . 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 
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IN MEMORY OF THOMAS PAINE. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


. We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux Taurm Szrxrn. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NHW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FazzTHINKER's Prororrat Text-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proror1aL TzxT-Book. 


The pictures in the FREETHINSER'’S PIOTOBIAL 
Trxt-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Lesigns are by Watson HzsTon 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are Classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2 ;. Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Jnduce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. ` 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; fve thousand copies hav been soid, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
8 copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volame. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprron Teura Seeker: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Barry. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


Oe a a ae a i ee i nu Se Sume nme Se Su Sue Se 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trurn SEEKER one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. “tt shows what Freethought is in isele, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘FouR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inyentions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
esi thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbarie church. 


wow. 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 


SPE CIA L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 

($12 in all), and wo will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER | “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ” 
* FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To ad our friends in getting this book for themselves, E 


we wil offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated Py, WATSON 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of HESTON, 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


For $5 we willsend Tas Taura Srxxz& one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru SerKER one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers" ($8). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Szzxzs one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux TaurH Szrkr& one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tax Trura Sxzxz& one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tume Taorz Srxkxs one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tum Terura Szrxer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


AND 
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D. The Freethinker's Badge-pin 7r» e s 


EEKERB one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER and [he Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for #475. Sugar Spoons and ''nuUTH SEEKER, $5. Ei i 
gilt bowl,50c.more, Address THE TRUTH BEEKIE. Sh Either: kind (Tes: or Sugar) Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPMON BLANK 


—OoFr— 


The qrutb Seeker. x 


W Drafto, Checho and Money Ordera, to be made payable to 
X» IM. MACDONALD, 


Cea TERMS SD 


: ! ; SAMPIE COPIES FREE. 
Tùree months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 
1 LI 

Six X E A 1.50 one remittance, AMEN ZZ .00 
Single subscription, one yea, ~ 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 

One subscription two years, “ i - 5.00 one remittance, . = >» 57 25 8.50 
Two new subscribers, Uo. a 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, = a a >» o c» 10.00 


remittance, 


t^ Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


free and gain $2 
with them the a 


5.00 
same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


Any number over five at the 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
vill get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /ree, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 


. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partn 


ers in taking the paper, he can share 
dvantages of the club rates, : 


This makes Tug TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
In connection with our "Missionary Scheme" of sending 18 
. . t4 > [11 R ,» 
Eight Cie. of Paine's “Age of Reason” to peparate addresses The Truth Seeker Go., 
for $1, we taink that further good can be done by letting people 8 Lafayette Place, New York 
2 
read THE [RUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the á ACL n SN ee OUE ! 
following offer: Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for nmam year 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


We feel confident that everyone who reads THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bea: 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
at the rates given. , 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


huclosed find $_——in payment of the same. 
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Jesus Christ, Formerly of Galilee, Claimant. 

The Christian Reformer says that our govern- 
ment deliberately rejected the claims of Christ 
when Congress last year refused to favorably con- 
sider the Morse-Frye joint resolution for an amend- 
ment to the national Constitution recognizing the 
_ divinity and authority of God, Jesus, and the Bible. 
Inasmuch as the government has no commission to 
either accept or reject the claims of Christ, or those 
of any other god or demigod, it must be assumed 
that the failure of Congress to adopt the resolution 
mentioned was in effect, whatever it may hav been 
in intention, a declination to pass judgment upon 
those claims. While the adoption of the resolution 
would hav been an unconstitutional acceptance of 
the said claims, the failure to act upon it, or the 
defeat of it, cannot be rightly understood as a rejec- 
tion thereof, but simply as a formal recognition of 
the fact that Congress had no right to giv judgment 
upon a religious question. Concluding its lugu- 
brious plaint, the eformer says: 

** Guilt of such rejection rested on the nation and its 
government before, Increased guilt rests especially on 
the government now, and doubtless this guilt will be in- 
tensified as Ohrist’s claims are more and more clearly 
pressed upon the government and the nation by faithful 
witnesses to the truth, May God incline the government 
and the nation to kias the Son lest he be angry and they 
perish from the way when his wrath is kindled but & 
little." 

Three questions suggest themselvs at this point: 
1. Is there any great difference between the depths 
of superstition in which the Covenanter is plunged 
who tells us we must kiss Jesus lest he get angry 
and smash everything, and that in which the “hea 
then” is buried who thinks it necessary to sacrifice 
something on the altar of his god to avert the 
latter’s wrath? 2. Do these educated men at the 
head of the National Reform movement really be- 
lieve this antiquated nonsense? 3. Will any of our 
national lawmakers be frightened, by this invoking 
of the bogey man, into sacrificing the liberties of 
the people for the benefit of ambitious sectarists ? 
It is greatly to be feared that the answer to the last 
question must be Yes. 


dicc ti OD oe A 

There is always a demand for inexpensiv tracts 
for general distribution. We hav endeavored to 
supply that demand, and the reader who looks on 
' page 349, this issue, will find a long list of them. 
See also the list of 10-cent pamphlets on page 3 0. 


An Editor Advises Preachers to Lie. 

There are preachers and preachers and editors 
and editors, and some of the editors induce more of 
that tired feeling than do some of the preachers, 
We hav previously had occasion to call attention to 
the orthodoxy and weakness of the editorials of the 
Atlanta Constitution, but the one now before us 
easily distances all the others we hav seen in the 
race for first place, so far as these two qualities are 
concerned. In its issue of May 3d the Constitution 
S8YS: 

** Dr. Newton has stirred up an unnecessary agitation, 
just as Dr. Lyman Abbott did, a short time ago, when he 
said in The Outlook that he did not accept literally the 
New Testament’s account of the birth of Christ. What 
good do these two divines expect to accomplish by reviv- 
ing these old questions? Why is it that so many preach- 
ers seem to be hunting up some passage in the Bible to 
modify and explain away?” 

Has it not occurred to this writer that the preach- 
ers named may be desirous of getting at the facts 
in regard to the life of Jesus and his alleged resur- 
rection? Is it impossible for him to conceive of a 
Christian searching honestly for the truth? Per- 
haps Dr. Newton and Dr. Abbott believe that it is 
better to look with open eyes on even an unwelcome 
truth than to shut their eyes and accept unquestion- 
ingly every assertion that comes to them proclaim- 
ing its great age and sanctity. The fact is, the 
Constitution is chronically and hopelessly ill with 
religion, and it isin mortal fear lest some one finda 
remedy that will rid it of the disease. It enjoys 
being miserable. It believes in taking big and fre- 
quent doses of theological drugs and hence it hates 
to hav the spiritual physicians of its own “regular” 
school suggest that possibly there is not nearly so 
much virtue in some of the decoctions as has been 
claimed. It is apprehensiv that these admissions 
of the “ regulars” will be seized upon by Dr. Inger- 
soll, Dr. Putnam, and other physicians of the hygi- 
enic and other new schools and be used by them to 
support their contention that what humanity needs 
is to quit dosing itself with religious poisons and 
get back to Mother Nature’s simple and healthful 
regimen. Does it not say this in so many words 
here? 

** Dr, Newton and Dr. Abbott may mean well, but they 
are playing into the hands of the Infidels, Agnostics, and 
doubters. Their repudiation of any of the accepted be- 
liefs of the Christian world will be hailed with delight by 
the followers of Ingersoll and by all who feel disposed to 
sneer and jest at the solemn creeds of the churches and 
the revealed word of God.” : 

In other words, the thinking preachers must not 
tell what they think lest they thereby giv aid and 
comfort to the Freethinkers! The “solemn creeds” 
must be preserved, let hap what may to the truth 
of history and the verifiable revelations of science. 
The Atlanta editor in effect says that Christianity 
is too weak to withstand the free expression of the 
thought of its educated ministers. There is no 
doubt that this is true, nor that if all the ministers 
who acted on the advice of the Constitution before 
it was given would permit their lips to utter what 
their brains hav cognized, there would be such a 
revolution in the churches as no world-religion has 
ever yet experienced. The planetary systems of Prot- 
estantism at least would be shivered into meteoric 
dust, and the sun of Rome would be rent from equa- 
tor to poles with seismic convulsions. Inits frantic 
fear of such a catastrophe the Constitution loses 
sight of the social need of good faith, and of the 
ethical obligation that rests upon every man and 
woman, when unthreatened by an intolerant church 
allied to a despotic state, to giv the world his or her 
truest and ripest thought. It forgets, or does not 
care, that hypocrisy is the meanest and most cor- 


rupting and dangerous of vices, and that the man 
who activly preaches—under any less compulsion 
than imminent death, torture, or spoliation—that 
which he believes to be untrue, is the enemy of 
order, of peace, and of morality. Read the advice 
which the Constitution givs to Christian ministers 
who cannot accept the Bible, “as a whole,” as the 
inerrant word of a perfect god : 

** In these days of doubt and disbelief we need more 
old-fashioned faith and less critical scrutiny of details. 
Preachers are wanted who accept the Bible as a whole 
and who do not spend their time in hunting up passages 
of scripture in order to reject or discredit them. When 
8 good man has & thought that will weaken the faith of 
others in the Bible, let him promptly suppress it, and 
never giv it utterance. The mission of a preacher should 
be to strengthen faith and not to weaken it. Let Colonel 
Ingersoll hunt up ‘the mistakes of Moses’ and the al- 
leged inconsistencies and incredible things in the Bible. 
That sort of work suits him, but it does not suit the 
ministers of the gospel. We are not discussing the mer- 
its of the questions revived by these two doctors, but we 
are firmly convinced that they are injuring the cause of 
religion by bringing these issues to the front in this age of 
cranky unbelief. The man who knocks out a single prop 
that supports the Christian faith is giving aid and comfort 
to the enemies of religion everywhere.” | 

Are the doctrins of the church upon which Dr. 
Abbott and Dr. Newton hav thrown the light of 
their rational doubts merely “props” of the Chris- 
tian faith? Are they not rather two of the foun- 
dation stones of the edifice? What becomes of the 
Christian structure when the God-man disappears? 
If Jesus was born as other men are, if he was not 
raised from the grave, the Christian temple tumbles 
in irretrievable ruin. When the Constitution 
admits, ac it does inferentially but none the less 
unmistakably, though undoubtedly without think- 
ing, that the «‘alleged inconsistencies and incredible 
things in the Bible” are really props of the Chris- 
tian faith, which the two eminent clergymen named 
are knocking out, it confesses that the word “ al- 
leged” was used without warrant, for if the props 
are not rotten Messrs. Newton and Abbott can 
not demolish them, however hard they may try to 
accomplish that result. This amounts to an admis- 
sion that the “inconsistencies and incredible things” 
are actually to be found in the Bible, and that these 
inconsistent and incredible assertions are and al- 
ways hav been props of the Christian religion. That 
it should thus be established that the Constitution 
used the word “alleged” with intent to deceive 
should not in the Jeast surprise us, for it is both 
natural and logical that the editor who advises 
Christian ministers to suppress their real thoughts 
and preach that which they do not believe should 
do the same things himself. It need not be won- 
dered at if he follows the tortuous pathway in which 
he asks the ministers to walk. If the mission of a 
minister is to strengthen faith in a church and to 
suppress the truth, or swear that the truth is a lie, 
when the truth happens to be in conflict with the 
dogmas that faith is asked to accept, we may rea- 
sonably infer that the mission of a party editor is 
to strengthen faith in his party and to suppress the 
truth. or swear that the truth is a lie, if it happens 
to be in conflict with party interests. Are we to 
conclude that the Constitution is as unreliable in 
its political, economic, and financial propaganda as 
it is in its religious apologetics? If the people do so 
conclude the Georgia editor has no one but himself 
to blame for the low estimate placed on his veracity. 


Look out for more Christian legislation. A move- 
ment has been started in this city for the federation 
«of all the churches of the several denominations 
in the solution of the religious, social, and other 
problems which each separate parish or denomina- 
tion is striving to solve for itself.” 
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Tyrannies Accomplished or Contemplated. 


Those people of liberal views who think that 
there is no particular danger in the Sunday law 
crusade of the present day sometimes argue that it 
is the increased disregard of the Sabbath that has 
led to the demand for and enactment of more 
sweeping and stringent Sunday laws. The new 
laws and the bills which hav not yet become laws 
are therefore, they reason, hope-inspiring indica- 
tions, for they show that the Sabbatarians are con- 
fronted with a much greater activ and passiv oppo- 
sition than they hav ever before encountered, and 
are therefore under the necessity of resorting to ex- 
treme measures to preserve the “sanctity” of the 
Sabbath. The new secular uses to which Sunday 
is put call for laws to suppress a growing evil, as 
the advocates of the law regard this rational use of 
the first day of the week. In other words, the 
church is really on the defensiv and the secularists 
are the ones who are pushing the fighting. There 
is just enough truth in this view to make it danger- 
ous as & moral soporific. Itis admitted that many 
things are now done on Sunday that were not 
thought of as possible to be done on that day not 
so very long ago, but it should not be forgotten 
that conditions hav greatly changed within fifty 
years and that as a consequence the observance of 
the Sabbath that was possible then is not possible 
now without incalculable hardship to vast multitudes 
of the people. Measured by the increase of the op- 
portunity and necessity for Sunday work and recre- 
ation there has not been that increase in the ra. 
tional use of Sunday that is demanded by every 
consideration of health, comfort, and enjoyment, 
For instance: Our centers of population are becom- 
ing each year more congested and the need for 
Sunday outings and amusements is growing more 
and more imperativ. Millions of our people liv in 
flats and apartment houses and their children are 
forced to stay in stuffy, ill-ventilated rooms a great 
portion of the time when they should be out in the 
fields in the pure air and vivifying sunshine. Our 
urban population is increasing; our rural popula- 
tion is diminishing, relativly. By the rapid build- 
ing up of the city suburbs the country is getting 
farther and farther away from the thickly popu- 
lated sections of the cities, the sections where dwell 
the poorer classes, those who hav the least time for 
recreation on the work days of the week, and who 
hav no private conveyances by which they could es- 
cape to the fields and forests on Sunday, as the 
wealthy can, Sunday laws or no Sunday laws. But, 
on the other hand, science and business enterprise 
hav provided means of transit whereby the masses 
of the poor can hav a good outing on Sunday at a 
very small cost. Steam and electricity hav solved 
the problem of rapid and cheap transit. For a few 
cents the steam, electric, and cable roads take the 
people to the outlying parks, to the seashore, to 
their friends in the country. Multitudes are thus 
enabled to disregard the old Puritan traditions, yet, 
after all, common sense use of Sunday has not kept 
pace with the necessities of the situation and with 
the advance in intelligence in other directions. But 
against all the progress that has been made the 
Sunday worshipers hav set their faces like flint, ve- 
hemently demanding that not only shall we not be 
permitted to march parallel with the head of the 
columns of development, but that we shall reverse 
our movement and double quick to the rear. All 
parts of the country are to be put under the laws 
which hav hitherto been accepted by only the inert 
majorities of the least modern states and cities. 
National Sunday laws are to be enacted which shall 
stop the Sunday mails and all inter-state business, 
although the mails hav been running on the first 
day of the week for at least a century, and the fight 
against this “desecration” has raged for nearly as 
long. So that the present crusade against Sunday 
mails cannot truly be said to be provoked by a new 
violation of Sunday sacredness and therefore to be 
regarded as an indication of augmenting liberty of 
thought and action. 

Neither hav the Adventists sprung any new defi- 
ance of the Sunday law; they hav always insisted 
that Saturday is the Sabbath, and that the Biblical 
command is as imperativ for the employment of the 


other six days in work. Itis a matter of conscience 
with them to rest on Saturday and work on Sun- 
day, so that the present unexampled persecution of 
these people is not due to any change of attitude, 
theoretical or practical, on their part. The fact is, 
the church party is better organized than ever be- 
fore in this country. There is a union for practical 
purposes that is unprecedented among Protestants. 
Doctrin has no longer the first place in the minds 
of these Christians. Many of the theocratic leaders 
frankly admit that the continued existence of Chris- 
tianity depends upon the preservation of Sunday as 
a sacred day, and this is impossible without the as- 
sistance of the law. The numerous societies that are 
doing the political work of the church are rapidly 
augmenting their membership and perfecting their 
systems of organization. In most of them denomi- 
national lines are wholly obliterated and the young 
and others easily deluded by illusiv catch-words 
enthusiastically take up the work laid out by the 
reactionary leaders. The churches themselvs are 
becoming more and more social clubs where fash- 
ionable women meet to show their new gowns and 
get them described by the society reporter, and the 
young men—a few of them—go to meet the young 
women, but the church as a club can get more 
assistance in its treasonable work from those who 
do not believe in its doctrins than it could were it 
to stick to its dogmatic propaganda, while its 
auxiliary organizations are engaged in vigorously 
pushing the practical work on the platform, through 
the press, and in the halls of legislation, Some 
very easily satisfied people seem to be perfectly 
willing that the authoritarian church shall hav its 
way so long as it does not openly demand the right 
to prescribe by law that they shall believe in 
the Athanasian Creed or the Thirty-nine Articles. 
They will submit to Sunday statutes, the Bible in 
the schools, the muzzling of the press and the 
mails, a censorship of amusements, and any amount 
of other meddling supervison so long as it is de- 
manded in the name of “rest,” or “purity,” or 
“morality.” They appear to be incapable of dis- 
criminating beween the name and the reality. The 
scheming priest has to wear but the thinnest of 
disguises to deceive them. Strange, is it not, that 
they hav read the records of the world with so little 
understanding that they do not know that the ec- 
clesiastic never abandons his purpose to rule man- 
kind; that he is possessed by the one ambition to 
dominate, to force his beliefs regarding the gods and 
the destiny of the “soul” of man upon the inhab- 
itants of the whole earth? He is a lightning 
change artist, and if he cannot win in his proper 
form as priest he will don & mask and appear as 
moralist, health reformer, champion of labor, or 
scientific faddist. But through it all and under all 
guises he believes in the sovereign virtue of the 
principle of injected righteousness, of law-compelled 
belief, health, rest, and virtue. 

With the Protestant, Puritan Sabbatarians are 
now joined the disciplined legions of the Catholic 
church. The Pope has officially indorsed the Sun- 
day observance movement in France, and in this 
country the Roman church is rapidly assuming the 
leadership in the same crusade. The inference is 


direct and indisputable that the command has been 


given to help the Protestants secure the more gen- 
eral and rigorous enforcement of the observance of 
the Sabbath established by the Catholic church. 
It remains to be seen whether the various “ patri- 
otic” orders, which exist, it is asserted, to resist the 
encroachments of this church and to secure the ab- 
solute divorcement of the religious and political 
institutions of the country, but which hav never 
lisped & word in condemnation of the Protestant 
theocratic movement, including the attacks upon 
Sunday liberty, will place themselvs on the right 
side now that Rome has joined hands with Geneva. 

To those who argue that there is no danger, that 
the battle for the Free Sunday is won, and that the 
shots that are now heard all over the country ring 
out only from the skirmish lines of the retreating 
rear guards of the enemy, it is sufficient to say that 
they are not well-informed concerning contemporary 
events—that each passing year witnesses the enact- 
ment of new and more severe Sunday laws, and the 


enforcement of provisions long slumbering in the 
codes. For several years now the supreme courts 
of the states hav been deciding uniformly for the 
constitutionality of Sunday laws. Missouri, Ne- 
braska, Michigan, and other states hav thus fallen 
into line. In California Sunday has always been 
the play-day of the people, and if we now find her 
gradually but surely coming under the sway of the 
Sabbatarian, we cannot plead that the new repres 
siv statutes and ordinances are created to deal with 
new Offenses against the sanctity of Sunday; and 
so again we are debarred from claiming that they 
are really evidences of progress instead of retro- 
gression. No, the average general tendency is 
backward. In all portions of the trans-Mississippi 
country north of Missouri Sunday laws were prac- 
tically a nullity in the early days. But as popula- 
tion increased and the preachers found money to 
build churches the ecclesiastical organizations grew 
in influence, a change for the worse set in, and to- 
day the cords of Sunday legislation are tightening 
about the limbs of the citizen in every Central and 
Western state and territory. Here in New York 
we had practically a free Sunday twenty years ago. 
A little later than that began the present closing 
propaganda, and, while progress has been made in 
some directions, the friends of freedom hav lost far 
more than they hav gained. The Sunday battle is 


on Now. 
-—— A — 


All branches of the orthodox Christian church 
apparently agree with the Covenanters that a law- 
enforced Sabbath is the last defense of Christianity. 
They are all eagerly reaching for this sword of tem- 
poral power, and the ease with which they are 
grasping it in most instances indicates that the 
progressiv people of the world do not realize the 
truth of the old adage that an ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure. Keep the enemy out of 
your forts or you will hav to take him out after he 
has securely intrenched himself in the strongholds 
which you weakly and needlessly surrendered at the 
first assault. The fight against Sunday slavery is 
on Now. . 


The Christian Advocate condemns those minis- 
ters who speak in a doubtful tone concerning the 
observance of the Sabbath. It says that it is the 
duty of the minister to giv to the important prob- 
lems which confront him his careful and earnest 
thought, and if after doing so he does not know 
which side he is on he should keep still until he 
does know. This is very good advice, and for 
others besides ministers. But the necessary impli- 
cation is that if, after investigation, he does know 
which side he is on, the clergyman should tell 
which it is and giv the reasons for his conclusion.. 
This would be rank heresy in the sight of the Atlanta. 
Constitution, which holds that the minister should’ 
giv no consideration to any problems involving: 
doubt of the absolute truth of the doctrins of 
Christianity, but if peradventure he has such doubts 
it is his duty to keep them to himself. In this par- 
ticular instance the editor of the religious journal 
would seem to be a long distance in advance of the 
editor of the political newspaper, but if we should 
read to the end of Rev. Mr. Buckley’s editorial we 
should find him insisting that the minister must 
proclaim the will of God, not his own views, and 
that the record of God’s will is certainly to be found 
in the Bible, which is tantamount to the assertion 
that the minister is bound to believe the Bible, no 
matter what his investigations may hav led him to 
conclude concerning its claims to inspiration and 
authenticity. Thus we in the outcome find that 
the Christian Advocate and the Constitution stand 
on the same platform of mental stultification and 
moral disingenuousness. 


Evidently some Georgia Christians are a little 
ashamed of the Sunday law of that state, especially 
when they consider it in connection with their in- 
famous chain-gang system of punishment. We 
spoke recently of the arrest of J. Q. Allison, a 
Seventh-Day Adventist, for plowing in his field on. 
Sunday. On May 15th he was found guilty, but. 
the judge assessed against him only the costs, $22,. 
with the alternativ of twelve months in the chain- 
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gang if the costs were not paid. As it was soon 
perceived that Mr. Allison would not pay the fine, 
his Christian neighbors of the Sunday-enforcement 
school urgently entreated him to do so and not dis- 
grace his family by going to the chain-gang. He 
thanked them for their intended kindness, but said 
that there was a principle involved which he could 
not sacrifice. Then the sheriff started with him 
and other prisoners for Atlanta to sell them to the 
gang contractors, but when the train arrived at 
Austell, where the Sabbath-keeper lived, the sheriff 
ordered him to go home, but not to work any more 
on Sunday. If he should, he was told, he would 
get the full penalty of the law the next time. It 
was ascertained subsequently that some unknown 
persons had paid the costs. This demonstrates 
anew the fact that individual Christians are some- 
times better than their creeds and the laws they 
get enacted to uphold their creeds. But this pay- 
ment of fines and costs by outside parties does not 
dispose of the issue raised by the Sunday statutes, 
and Mr. Allison is iii as great datiger as he was 
before if he dares to liv his own life in his own 
way. 


The New York 7ribune thinks that the Roman 
church will be likely to regard the cataract in the 
eye of Premier Crispi of Italy as ‘a providential 
chastisment of the evil he has wrought upon it 
with so relentless and unsparingaband.” The 7ri- 
bune adds that “that is one way of accounting for his 
inisfortune, and is quite professional from a priestly 
point of view,” but it conjectures that the trouble 
has been caused by the overwork of his eyes, as well 
as of his other faculties, and concludes that he 
“ought to hav a good deal of useful work in him 
yet, and Italy is by no means beyond her need of 
him, whatever the church may think about it.” 
From which it would appear that Mr. Reid’s paper 
does not circulate very extensivly among Leo's 
children. In another paragraph the same journal 
speaks of the little breeze occasioned in the church 
by the indiscretion of Cardinal Hohenlohe, who, at 
a ministerial banquet, toasted Crispi, * the enemy 
of the church and current peninsular representativ 
in the priestly imagination of antichrist.” So a 
“serious pontifical wigging has been prepared for 
him.” However, the princely cardinal was not so 
submissiv as a dutiful son of the church should be, 
and declined to receive the said wigging, where- 
upon “Hierarch and Hierophant parted from the 
interview in anger,” while ominous mutterings of 
coming convulsion in the very vitals of the church 
were heard, saying nothing of external complica- 
tions. The Z'ribune does not apprehend that the 
incident will hav any serious permanent conse- 
quences, but thinks “it possesses an interest of its 
own, inspiring the faithful with a conviction that 
something particular ought fo happen to the priest 
or layman who takes upon himself the responsibility 
of a personal altercation with the Pope.” Even 
should the incident produce a grave breach in the 
relations of the Pope and the cardinal it will be 
nothing novel in the history of the church, for such 
quarrels hav been many and sanguinary in the past. 
It is quite probable, however, that the church 
could not stand internal dissensions so well now as 
it did in an age of more childlike faith and less 
knowledge. 


wur i ee aec OS Se ae 

‘sThe number of parsons who become demented by a 
too unrestrained perusal of the Old Testament and set 
out to re-enact the rite of human sacrifice is not great, 
but the succession of them is never long interrupted, the 
last one, the Rev. Sidney Linscott, appearing at West 
Brownfield, in Maine, animated with the pious desire of 
offering up one of his youthful sons and seeking in prayer 
some indication of the most acceptable mode in which the 
offering should be made. This unhappy apostle has been 
placed under careful guard, and there is no chance of his 
being allowed to carry out his maniacal design, as one of 
his predecessors in another New England town aotually 
did & few years ago under a similar inspiration of religious 
frenzy. There is no moral to be drawn from such occur- 
rences. They will take place about so often, and the 
story of Abraham on Mount Moriah will be too much for 
the wits of a certain limited average of parsons every- 
where and in all perioda."— New York Tribune. 


« Too much for the wits of a certain limited aver- 
age of parsons”? And of editors, too, it would 
appear, Suppose that the “Age of Reason” had 


from the day of its publication to this led “a suc- 
cession,” “never long intefrupted,” of “a certain lim- 
ited average of parsons,” or of other persons, to “ set 
out to re-enact the rite of human sacrifice,’ would 
the Tribune hav been able to find “no moral” in the 
occurrence? The moral is as large and insistently 
prominent as the dome of the state house at Bos- 
ton. So long as people believe that the Bible is 
the revelation of the will of a perfect God, and they 
read therein that Abraham earned the title of 
“Father of the Faithful” because he was willing 
and ready to sacrifice his beloved son on the altar 
of that God, so long there will be a certain num- 
ber of believers, in all stations in life, who will at- 
tempt to imitate him. That vent for dementia is 
directly traceable to the biblical legend of Abraham 
and Isaac. The more devout and sincere the be- 
liever the more likely he is to kill somebody in his 
desperate effort to make his peace with the God of 
Abraham, Isaac,and Jacob. It is only people whose 
commoti sense is stronger than their faith, and 
whose love for their children is greater than their 
love of God, and more powerful than their fear of 
hell, to whom “the story of Abraham on Mount 
Moriah” is not “too much for their wits.” And 
that is the moral that the Zribune cannot see. 
Where is it looking? Here is another of that 
“never long interrupted” succession of Christians 
who really believe that the Bible God meant what 
he is reported to hav said: —— 

‘*Spoxann, Wasa., May 11.—Newton Blagg, a rancher 
residing near Chatteroy, came home yesterday just in 
time to save his two-year-old child from a horrible death, 
His insane wife had built an altar in the woods upon 
which she had secured the child preparatory to roasting it 
alive. She was engaged in offering up a prayer for her 
sacrifice when her husband arrived. He brought his wife 
here for commitment to the insane asylum.” 

Is there no “moral” in the fact that people who 
sacrifice, or prepare to sacrifice, their children refer 
to the contemplated sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham, 
and pray to his God, if to any, as they almost in- 
variably do? : 


NERONI PEDE PSU? 

**The minister should proclaim the will of God, not 
his own views. He isa man with a message, not a prob- 
lem. The message is found in the word of God. It is 
not something which the preacher discovers by investi- 
gating the tendency of movements and the trend of 
modern thought. Current events cannot settle great 
moral principles. They may help to interpret and illus- 
trate truth, but the truth is found in the Bible. The laws 
of God are applicable to all conditions of men, binding 
on all communities, and suited to all ages. When God 
has spoken there is nothing for the minister to do but 
teach what God hassaid snd insist on implicit obedience.” 
—Christian Advocate. 

“The will of God” which the minister proclaims 
is inevitably his personal view of what that will is, 
or the view of his church blindly accepted by him. 
The human equation cannot be eliminated. To 
every minister the gospel he preaches is a problem, 
if he can think; if he cannot, it is still a problem, 
and he simply echoes the terms in which it was 
formulited by his pradecessors who did think, how- 
ever erroneously. ithe message he delivers was 
found in the Bible, as interpreted by himself or 
others, but that fact still leaves open the question 
as to the authorship and authenticity of that work. 
On every page and in every doctrin the minister 
touches the work of human hands and brains. He 
may guess that at first the book was made by God, 
but between him and the revealer, if there was a 
revealer, there stretches the, for him, interminable 
line of copyists, editors, interpolaters, transla- 
tors, proof-readers, printers, binders, and the rest. 
He never gets back to the divine first hand, even if 
there was a divine first hand. While it is true that 
* current events cannot settle great moral princi- 
ples" authoritativly, it is still more true that the 
Bible cannot settle them. This is proven by the 
circumstance that while the Bible is claimed to be 
the revelation of the only possible divine code of 
morals, the Christian world, so-called, is divided 
hopelessly on this very issue, and the related one 
concerning what the Bible does teach regarding 
moral conduct. Not only hav God and his self- 
selected ambassadors been unable to silence doubts 
respecting the alleged supernatural origin of the 
book, but they hav been equally unsuccessful in 


actually teaches. There is some truth in the Bible, 
but not all truth, and there is much falsity. . 
Neither does it contain THE truth, for there is no 
such thing. Truth is not an entity. Truth is ac- 
curate description, that is all We do not know 
that “the laws of God are applicable to all condi- 
tions of men, binding on all communities and suited 
to all ages.” We do not know that there are laws 
of God, we do not know that there is a God, and 
we do not know what are the conditions that envi- 
ron all men and govern the life of all communities, 
hence we are not qualified to affirm that any par- 
ticular code of morals is adapted to all men in all 
societies and of all ages. Theology is wastefully 
prodigal in utterly unverifiable assumptions. We 
are well aware that the minister insists that he is 
the mouthpiece of God, and that the ordinary mor- 
tal has nothing to do but render “implicit obedi- 
ence "—not to God, who is always behind the cur- 
tain, but to the minister who speaks, and would 
rule, in his name. So long as the minister persists 
in regarding himself as the god-appointed master 
of the universe men who value liberty must hold 
him to be the enemy of the race and treat him ac- 
cordingly. 


Of a Business Nature. 


The ‘* Field-Ingersoll Discussion," so long out of print, 
is again in the hgpds of the printer, and all our readers 
will be pleased to know that in a short time it will be 
ready for them in the same handsome style in which Mr. 
Farrell gets out all of his books, and reduced in price to 
25 cents. We are ready for orders. 


It will please Mr. Putnam's friends —and what Liberal 
cannot be thus described?—to know that the first edition, 
of fifteen hundred copies, of his ** Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought ” has been sold, and that the second edi- 
tion is now off the press and in the binder’s possession. 
Those who hav ordered one and not received it may look 
for it within a few days. To this edition we hav added 
the portraits of Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Frank- 
lin, and of J. Hacker, one of the Freethought veterans 
now with us. We hope to get many fresh orders for this 
all-comprehensiv and important history of Freethought 
and Freethinkers. It has met with the greatest favor on 
all sides, and is worthy of it. Price the same: $5, or 
with Taz TRUTH SEgEKER one year, $6 50—a saving of a 
dollar and a half. Send for it when you renew your sub- 
soription. 


Attention is called to the list of Tracts advertised in 
another place, as well as to the list of cheap pamphlets 
which we advise folks interested in spreading Liberalism 
to read and giv to their friends. The tracts range in 
price from 1 cent to 10 cents. The cheap pamphlets in 
the list are 10 cents each, or twelve for a dollar. 


The Special New Subscriber Offer is still open, and we 
hope a few hundred more of our readers will call the at- 
tention of their Liberal friends to it. See Special New 
Subneriber Offer on first page of this issue. 

As a missionary scheme the offer of eight copies of the 
** Age of Reason,” by Thomas Paine, to as many differ- 
ent addresses for one dollar is a success. We hav had 
calls for several thousands of them and hav scattered 
them from Maine to Alaska. Quite a number also ap- 
preciate the companion offer of twelve copies of ‘‘Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible” to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar, and we hope to hav to print a new 
edition of that book soon to supply the demand. Both 
of there books are calculated to make the ministers sorry 
and to open the eyes of their dupes. The '' Age of Rea- 
son” has done a wonderful work; it has drawn thousands 
from superstition to reason, and will draw thousands 
more if they will butreadit. The ‘‘Self-Contradictions” 
ig a puzzler to the orthodox, and a startler to those Chris- 
tians who will let their reason hav half a chance along 
with the Bible fetish. 


Tt is an unpleasant thing to do, but it appears to be nec- 
essary to once more jog the memories of those of our 
friends who owe for their TRUTH SEEKER. .As we hav 
been remarking for the past few weeka, there are a good 
many of these on the list, and the natural consequence is 
that we are short of money, for we depend on these sub- 
scriptions being paid with reasonable promptness to pay 
our own bills. When they are not forthcoming our cred- 
itors mourn. Three dollars—or a part thereof—is not an 
awful large sum in this big country, and it is probably 
easy for most of our friends to send it the first time they 
think of it, And it is to make them think of it that we 
print these few lines. 


The third volume of Moncure D. Conway’s 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine ig 


their endeavors to reach an agreement as to what it i now on sale. Price, $2.50. 
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News and Notes. 


The voyage along the English channel is simply 
indescribable in its beauty and splendor. The 
morning was effulgent, and sea and shore were glit- 
tering in ever-changing luster. The passengers 
crowded the deck, watching the glowing panorama 
as the great ship plowed the waters. The land- 
scapes appeared in infinit variety; the white cliffs, 
sandy beaches, broad fields, wooded eminences, 
beautiful homes, vast structures, forts, hospitals, 
and castles, and dawning on the vision the huge and 
busy wharfs. We gaze upon the Isle of Wight 
bathed in the glory of the sunlight—a garden shin- 
ing to the very edge of the sea, constantly unfold- 
ing into new prospects of soft and splendid color. 

With banners floating the City of Berlin neared 
its goal from across the waters, with its wondrous 
freight of human hopes and joys. Intently I 
watched the surging multitude along the wharf to 
discover the stalwart Watts, for without his genial 
face I should be a pilgrim and a stranger indeed. 
He was on hand, and by his side George W. Foote, 
and we waved a greeting from deck and shore. 
After some tedious preliminaries of landing, un- 
loading, and examining baggage, etc., we finally 
made out to shake hands in true English and 
Yankee fashion. We were soon in the railroad 
coach, which seemed small compared to our ponder- 
ous American cars, but it was elegant and comfort- 
able, and we had a compartment all to ourselvs, 
which was certainly advantageous, for we could talk 
to our hearts’ content, as if at Gur own firesides 
It didn’t take long to become acquainted with our 
noble comrade, George W. Foote, who is as open as 
the day and greets you with the frankness and po- 
liteness of a man of the world. The journey of 
ninety miles to London was a delightful one. A 
fresh May day it was. The golden buttercups 
mingled with the green grass in wide fields. The 
trees were in blossom. The farmer was plowing, 
and villages and cities gleamed upon the view. 
Soon we were in the heart of London, and I was as 
hungry as a bear, for it was about 3 » x., and I had 
not eaten since the morning on board. There is 
nothing like a good square meal to spice the jour- 
ney and to keep your footing on this solid earth, 
for really I was in such a sort of ecstatic, dreamy 
state of mind that I felt I could almost be disem- 
bodied and not know it. I was in London; just 
think of it. London! the marvelous city of the 
world, where you are “in the swim” of the wonder 
and joy of the universe. In London, without 
doubt, the red heart of humanity sweeps its swift- 
est, grandest tides. Well, we had a long and joy- 
ous dinner. It was an intellectual repast along 
with delightful material things. Foote is an excel- 
lent caterer. He is not a dreamy philosopher. 
With his intellectual vitality he has & keen compre- 
hension of the reality of life, and is a wise and 
witty cosmopolitan. 

After dinner Watts takes me to his own home on 
Eftra road, Brixton. Through what a bewildering 
maze we pass as the great omnibus rolls along. 
Over the Thames, with its crowded bosom spark- 
ling beneath you; by the great parks and hundreds 
of gardens, miles and miles we go, and yet the 
multitude does not seem to diminish. The streets 
are full, the shops are shining with all manner of 
goods, and business is evidently driving. How- 
ever, Effra road, which stretches from the Brixton 
thoroughfare, is almost as quiet as a country lane. 
It is simply beautiful in the bloom of May, grass 
and flowers in front of every dwelling, avd here 
and there almost a forest of trees. In this lovely 
and entrancing scenery glows the fireside of our 
Freethought friend, Charles Watts, known in both 
worlds for his able and brilliant labors. What a 
hospitable welcome I had! Mrs. Charles Watts will 
never be forgotten by her many American friends, 
for she, too, with woman's genius, has been a stand- 
ard-bearer in the pioneer ranks, and added her elo- 
quence to the inspirations of our cause. And then 
there are the mother and sister, and the daughter, 
Miss Katie, and certainly in all England there is 
not a more radiant home circle than this. Nor 
must I forget the “twa dogs,” Queenie and Bell, 
worthy of the song of Burns for their vivacity and 
good-will. What a joyous evening I had on Effra 
road, where the murmur of mighty London is 
scarcely heard, though the great city heaves and 
tosses and thunders only a block away. I could 
scarcely realize that Watts and I, who had battled 
together on the frontier of the New World, were 
now again together in the heart of old England 
thousands of miles from the scenes of our former 
companionship. 

The next day, Saturday, I was busy writing a 
multitude of letters, and getting off my News and 
Notes for Ta Truru Sxzxer, until noon. Then 
the hansom cab is ordered and Watts and I take a 
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long drive to Euston station, where he is to take the 
cars for Glasgow. For a week he is to lecture and 
debate in Scotland. We meet Mr. Foote at the 
station and bid good-bye to Watts at 2 r.m., and 
then Mr. Foote takes me to his own home for din- 
ner. In going thither I catch a glimpse of the 
walls and towers of Holloway prison, where for 
twelve months Mr. Foote was incarcerated—the 
martyr of liberty—maintaining with unflinching 
courage the rights of a free press. He also has a 
charming residence—grass and flowers in front, and 
quite a long garden in the rear, where the children 
can play to their heart's content. There are four 
pretty children, bright as jewels, and sparkling with 
health and happiness. What gracious hospitality 
in this Freethought home! Mrs. Foote is entirely 
congenial with her husband, a noble companion 
in his toils and sacrifices. After dinner we go 
aloft to the top story, where is the study and splen- 
did library of my host. What an array of books he 
has worth their weight in gold! What stores of 
wisdom out of which are forged the thunderbolts of 
Freethought, and the “acid drops" and “sugar 
plums” that burn and sparkle in the pages of the 
Freethinker. What a memory and & promis in 
these hoarded treasures, the new ever flashing from 
the old at the magic touch of genius. 

After a smoke and wide intellectual discursivness 
among books, we take a trip to the Zoological Gar- 
dens. This is a very interesting place. We pass 
through beautiful scenery and we witness all sorts 
of curious and wonderful things, dim suggestions 
of man himself in a vast variety of animal life. 
Snakes and monkeys are especially interesting. I 
hate snakes, but I can’t help looking at them in their 
hideous fascination. As to the monkeys, I must ad- 
mit the distant relationship. They seem to possess 
lots of human nature, in their affections, in their 
quarrels, in their gambols, and at times solemn earn- 
estness of expression, asif they were trying to study 
out what kind of impertinent animals we might be. 
I did enjoy the “Zoo.” I felt at though I were 
looking into the very depths of our ancestral life. 

From the “Zoo” we walked through Regent’s 
Park, a magnificent park, vast in extent, with great 
sweeps of green and masses of forest. At times the 
city is lost in the stretches of foliage, and you can 
easily imagin that you are with shepherds and their 
flocks in some Arcardia far away from the “ mad- 
ding crowd.” 

From Regent’s Park, on top of the tremen- 
dous omnibus, looking over all creation, as if from 
& moving tower, we thunder and rattle to our 
destination, and Saturday night spreads its moon- 
light splendors over the scene, and dreamland 
follows anon. 

Sunday morning comes, at first with sunshine, 
and then with clouds, but finally the sunshine pre- 
vails, and the afternoon is gorgeous. We take a 
walk in Brookwood Park, and visit the old English 
garden, and wander without restriction over the 
green grass. This park contains several hundred 
acres, and was recently given to the city by its 
owner, who earned his fortune in the slave-trade, 
and of course be only did the right thing to convey 
it for the benefit of humanity. But that will never 
atone for the blood and tears of suffering thou- 
sands. 

Sunday evening sparkled along, and with it one 
of the great occasions of my life. For the first 
time I was to address an audience of English Free- 
thinkers. I trembled in anticipation of it—it meant 
somuch. Englandand America were to shake hands, 
and I hoped there might be nothing to mar the glory 
of the union. And there was nothing. When I 
reached the Hall of Science there was a great crowd 
in front; and by half-past seven o’clock every seat 
was occupied, and people were standing. I guess 
there were about 1,400 present, for that is, I un- 
derstand, the capacity of the hall. I like an English 
audience. They know how to cheer. They do it 
with a vim, a cordiality, a thunderousness which is 
truly enlivening. A man who can’t talk after such 
a cheer as they giv must be somewhat like a man 
who has no music in his soul. It is like martial 
music, this glorious weleome—when we enter the 
hali—when President Foote arises to address the 
people—when the representativ of American Free- 
thought is introduced—when the names of Brad- 
laugh, Foote, and Watts are mentioned— when the 
brief and cheery message of Ingersoll is read— when 
the magic words, Thomas Paine, are uttered, and 
when finally the speaker closes. It was, I must 
say, & magnificent occasion and a grand success, 
and with all my heart I thank Foote and Watts and 
other English friends for their generous, beautiful, 
inspiring welcome. The thrill of comradeship 
from England to America is indeed jubilant and far 
reaching, and will make the labors of the future 
more glorious throughout the world. 

I like George W. Foote. He is a born leader. 
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He has & penetrating and independent judgment. 
He has clear insight. He understands the situa- 
tion. He comprehends Freethought. There are 
no clouds or mists in his intellectual horizon. He 
has breadth as well as concentration and energy. 
He is an all-round man, level-headed, brave, deter- 
mined, uncompromising, yet intellectually charita- 
ble; far-seeing, for he beholds in the principle the in- 
evitable result; and therefore he is never swung off 
his balance. He does not fall into side issues. He 
keeps straight on to the goal. He is the man of 
the hour, and the movement in England is broad- 
ening, and deepening, and strengthening through 
his wise conduct. 

America knows Watts, vigorous and splendid, 
and still in the prime of his powers. Fortunate it 
is that we hav such men as Watts and Foote to 
lead forward the great Freethought enterprise in 
England. They are admirably adapted for co- 
operation; masterful in their way and winning the 
confidence, support, and affection of the Free- 
thought army all slong the line. Amidst a thou- 
sand difficulties and disappointments, this great 
army is moving on. Robert Forder, Arthur B. 
Moss, and others, whose names I shall hereafter 
mention in connection with more full details of 
this great movement, are enthusiastic and talented 
co-laborers and standard-bearers, constantly push- 
ing onward the banners of our hope, fearless and 
advancing at every point of the mighty conflict. 

Ido believe that Ingersoll would hav an audi- 
ence of 20,000 people the first night he spoke in 
London. The English people do love and admire 
him; and no man in the wide world would secure 
such a welcome as he. Everybody inquires, “When 
is Ingersoll coming?” It is in the air that America 
must contribute its noblest flower of genius to the 
struggling hosts of freedom in other lands. 

Monday morning I find the publication office of 
the Freethinker, and Charles Watts the younger, 
who, as publisher, is doing a splendid work for 
Freethought, for culture and advancement, for 
science and literature. He looks the elder Watts 
in feature and expression, with the same energy 
and cordiality, and the charm of youthfulness, which, 
alas!. we old-timers must forever surrender. I was 
delighted to meet this cultivated and enterprising 
co-worker. 

In the afternoon Samuel Forder took me to 
Smithville Market, which is, I understand, the 
greatest market in the world. Underneath it run 
the metropolitan railways, and thus from the bowels 
of the earth the market is constantly supplied with 
all that land and sea produce. 

I visited the spot where John Rogers and the 
other martyrs suffered, to whom a monument 
is erected, upon which, however, is no inscription, 
for the Catholics petitioned against it, not wishing 
to be reminded of the horrors of history. Close by 
the monument I visited the oldest church now in 
London; then I went to Guildhall, and roamed 
amidst its historic relics, libraries, pictures, statues, 
etc., and then I ventured into the wonderful Cathe- 
dral of St. Paul’s—a sublime structure, indeed, 
gloomy, however, as a grave. A choral service was 
going on as we entered. The music was beautiful, 
but the prayers between were execrable, and the 
preaching—well, when it came to that dull stuff we 
retreated. In such a place as St. Paul’s there 
should be only music. That only can accord with 
the glory and vastness of its architecture. 

So far as I can judge London is the most beauti- 
ful city in the world. It is not simply immense, a 
huge bee-hive, a whirl of business, a rush of mill- 
ions of people, a rattle and thunder of thousands 
of vehicles; it is a city of gardens, of flowers and 
grass and trees, entirely in contrast with Chicago, 
Boston, New York, or any other city that I know 
of. No other city can boast of so many and so 
large parks as London; and besides the parks 
there are innumerable gardens in front and rear of 
the houses on almost every street. Every Londoner 
wants a garden, and he will scarcely rent a house 
without & garden. There is therefore a charming 
mingling of country life with this great city. There 
are many quiet nooks where you are embowered 
with green foliage and flowers of all hue; and in 
the busiest streets verdant spaces flash upon the 
view. "Wherever there is a chance to put a tree, 
there a tree grows. At this season of the year, 
with the glorious sunshine of May flooding all, the 
views are simply enchanting. The sweetness and 
beauty of nature greet you amidst the art and 
splendor of man’s achievement. Along with the 
thousands of gardens and hundreds of parks and 
squares, there is the Thames river, with ita ever- 
changing magnificent water views, its bridges, its 
boats, its ships and barges, the vast and splendid 
architecture on either side—historic buildings, 
towers and domes, far as the eye can reach. 

I like the great omnibuses. How they roll along 
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crowded with passengers on top. There is where 
Tlike to get. It is something of a climb, but you feel 
quite elated when you sit down twenty feet in air 
and go bowling along as if you were riding a comet. 
What sights are presented as you dash through the 
surges of London life! 

The hansom cabs are fine, too—easy and cheap. 
There are thousands of them, and they glide mer- 
rily along like gondolas on a river. No matter in 
what part of the city you may be, these cabs are 
always at hand. 

They keep the streets clean here. Boysand men 
are all the time at work with shovels, « dust-pans,” 
etc. If a particle of dirt accumulates it is instantly 
brushed away. The streets are like a floor. 

The rush of traffic is enormous. Oftentimes, at 
& crossing, & long array of vehicles awaits the pas- 
sage of another array. The police, by a simple 
motion of the arm, regulates the passage. There 
is no talk or dispute. Now one procession moves 
on, aud then the other. You hav to take a good 
look when you cross the street, and then make a 
dash. Every day in London you would think that 
nobody was at home, and that everybody was on the 
go. It is like an everlasting festival day. It beats 
New Jerusalem all to pieces. Nobody would want 
to go heaven so long as he could stay in London 
and see the sights. The angel Gabriel might blow 
his trumpet and it would not disturb a single soul. 
They are used to all sorts of noises here. Even 
the resurrection would not be a very surprising 
affair in such & cosmopolitan place as London. 

Samvget P. PurNAM. 


“Our American Visitor." 
From the London Freethinker. 

Mr. 8. P. Putnam, the president of the American 
Secular Union, set foot on the shores of Albion on 
Friday morning, May 2d. It was the dream of his 
life to visit this old country; the land of his fore- 
fathers, the land of Shakspere and Shelley, and of 
Scott and Burns, the land of Thomas Paine and 
Charles Bradlaugh. He longed to see the Free- 
thinkers of Britain, and to clasp hands with the men 
he had read of, who were over there—across the 
wide Atlantic—fighting the great battle of liberty. 
So one day he made up his mind to go, and now he 
is here in wonderland. It is not the vastness of our 
country that rouses his enthusiasm ; for our island 
is ridiculously small to Americans, who say that we 
hav to be careful after dark lest we should fall off 
into the water The only big thing here is 
London, and that s big ; colossal, stupendous, over- 
powering. No, it is the great historic memories 
that appeal’ fo a man like Mr. Putnam; not only 
what is, but what has been; the long past of a great 
present, and (let us hope) a mightier future. 

When I heard that Mr. Putnam was coming I re- 
solved that he should hav a hearty welcome. Mr. 
Watts told me. that he was a genial, earnest, hard- 
working “ Liberal ”—as they call Freethinkers in 
America; I knew myself that he was an able writer, 
and, beyond all that, he was the elected chief officer 
of the American Secularists. Apart, therefore, from 
any nromptings of my own heart, I was bound to 
hold out the right hand of good fellowship. 

Mr. Putnam came over on the “ City of Berlin.” 
She was due at Southampton some time on Friday 
morning; and as she might be in early in such fine 
weather, and we did not like the thought of his 
waiting on board the ship, with no one to greet him 
as she touched the shore, Mr. Watts and I ran down 
from London on the Thursday evening, so as to be 
in readiness at the moment of her arrival. It was 
lovely weather when we walked down to the dock, 
and we rejoiced that our American visitor would hav 
a good introduction to our climate. When the 
« Berlin " arrived we were soon on board, and I wel- 
comed Mr. Putnam in the name of the Secularists 
of this country. 

There is nothing of the legendary Yankee—long, 
thin, and taciturn—about Mr. Putman. Were it 
not for his mustach, he might be taken for a jolly 
little Irish priest. He positivly bubbles over with 
geniality. Of course he does a little “guessing,” 
but his American accent is not aggressiv. It is just 
enough to giv spice to his speech in the ears of an 
Englishman. 

Yankees are somehow thought to be boastful. 
Why, I could never understand. Perhaps I hav 
met with picked specimens, but I hav always found 
them at least as modest as Englishmen. I remem- 
ber the late Dr. Garrison, of Chicago, and how fine, 
manly, and unassuming he was. And there is really 
not the slightest flavor of *uppishness ” about Mr. 
Putnam. He is sincere, open, and unaffected; and 
I was thoroughly at home with him in a few 
minutes. À 

We were a merry trio as we sped along to Lon- 
don by the boat train. We chatted about English 
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and American Freethought, and I was surprised to 
see how well Mr. Putnam was posted up in the 
history of our movement on this side of the Atlan- 
tic. Every now and then, as he caught sight of an 
idyllic landscape in the Lotos-land we were passing 
through, he exclaimed, « That’s fine!" America 
was younger and more unkempt; here the hand of 
man had been at work for ever so many centuries, 
giving the land an air of orderliness and good 
breeding. 

The Hall of Science was crowded on Sunday 
evening, when Mr. Putnam stood for the first time 
on an English platform, and heard for the first 
time in his life a ringing English cheer. Several 
ladies were upon the platform, including Mrs. 
Foote and Mrs. Watts. Among the more ungainly 
sex I noted Messrs. Wheeler, Forder, Parris, Moss, 
Samson, and Roger. Miss Vance and Miss Brown 
were busy and, alas! perspiring over their work in 
the hall. I had given up my own Sunday to do 
our visitor honor, and through him the whole Sec- 
ular party in America. My words as chairman were 
few. Mr. Putnam’s rising was the signal for an 
outburst of enthusiasm that. fairly startled him, and 
for a few minutes he was a little nervous. But he 
soon warmed to his worl-and carried the audience 


If he specially admires one of Heston’s cartoons; 
he frames it and puts it in & conspicuous place, . 
where “the faithful” can see it. His family are in 
full sympathy with Liberalism, and more than one 
Christian has been forever turned from “the relig- 
ion of his fathers” when he remained long in the 
atmosphere of Petty’s hotel. I did not lecture in 
Correctionville, but reserved my strength for two 
lectures in Pierson on Sunday, May 12. Quite a 
party went up from Correctionville, consisting of 
Mr. and Mrs. Petty, Mr. and Mrs. Molyneaux, Mr. 
and Mrs. Morrow, Mr. Otto Kind, and Mr. Smith. 
The last-named gentleman is a late recruit. When 
I was in this part of the country two years ago he 
was & Christian and a trustee of the Congregational 
church. Our Pierson friends are so well known 
by their devotion to our cause that I need say but 
little of them. Mr. S. F. Benson, Dr. Effner, Mr. 
Brooks, Mr. Hoffman, and & hall filled with an in- 
telligent and enthusiastic audience, prove that there 
is no lack of interest. The church, by its Falstaff 
tactics & year ago regarding the proposed Jamieson- 
Dungan debate, has done itself great harm and 
revealed its true character. After withdrawing 
publicly from the contest, these “champions of 
publie morality," these * people of God," had the 


with him to the end of his lecture. Mr. Putnam's 
style is what the Americans most appreciate—easy, 
colloquial, and abounding in anecdotes, which are 
always telling and illuminativ. His spring chicken 
story fairly convulsed the house. Of course it was 
at the expense of & minister. Mr. Engstrom, one 
of the secretaries of the Christian Evidence Society, 
who was busy taking notes, could hardly hav rel- 
ished this sally. 

Mr. Putnam resumed his seat amidst a tempest 
of applause. One gentleman asked a question and 
offered a little opposition, which was well answered. 
Then an irrepressible lady took an innings. What 
she said was mostly unintelligible. But two points 
were clear enough. First, she said she was not 
religious; afterwards, she said she was a Catholic. 
This was too rich for anything. The audience 
exploded, and lecturer and chairman joined in the 
merriment. 

Colonel Ingersoll had sent Mr. Putnam a brief 
letter before the latter left America. It was short 
and sharp—a kind of telegram from the front—for 
the Colonel is on a very activ lecturing tour, with 
little time for correspondence. Mr. Putnam read 
this letter, and it immensely delighted the audience. 
He will read a longer letter from Colonel Ingersoll 
at the National Secular Society's conference. 

Mr. Putnam was delighted with his reception, 
which, he says, far exceeded all his anticipations; 
and no doubt he has sent a glowing report to the 
New York Taurs Szxxer, for which he is to write 
descriptiv articles during his stay in England. 

Mr. Putnam will be made as happy as possible 
while he is in London. When he goes into the 
provinces I hav no doubt he will meet with similar 
treatment. It should be a point of honor to giv 
him large meetings as well as a hearty welcome. 
Mr. Putnam is a soldier of Freethought. His life 
is dedicated to her service. He subsists on soldier's 
wages—when there are any. We must see that he 
goes back to America with good reason to say that 
British Freethinkers are cordial, brotherly, and 
generous. And we want him to say all this, and as 
much more as his heart may prompt, to Colonel 
Ingersoll. We want him to tell the Colonel that 
the Freethinkers of this country are dying to see 
him, and that if he will only come he may be sure 
of a grand and loving reception. Q. W. Foorr. 


Lecture Notes. 


After one month’s retirement I am again in the 
field, making Holstein, Ia., the scene of my first 
operations. I begin in the midst of an unparal. 
leled change in the weather. On May 10 the ther- 
mometer fell about fifty degrees in less than ten 
hours, and instead of summer’s heat we soon had 
nipping frost, which has done great damage to 
fruit. I found Holstein full of Liberals. The 
Turn Verein has a large hall, where I gave my lect- 
ure. Every Sunday the Turners hav gymnastic 
exercises or & dance, and the orthodox are power- 
less to prevent it. Mr. C. H. Schneckloth made the 
arrangements.. This gentleman and his father and 
Charles Zeaman are our leaders in Holstein. A 
good audience greeted me, and the editor of the 
Ida County Herald, a German paper, has promised 
to translate and publish my lecture in the German 
language. Really, it is refreshing to find a town 
and a press that the priesthood cannot control. 

On Saturday morning I take the first freight for 
Correctionville, where I again meet my friend A. H. 
Petty, who has probably made more Infidels than 
any other man in notthwestern Iowa. His hotel 
office is supplied with Teura Szrxers and books. 


audacity to make the totally false accusation that 
“the Infidels backed out." 
failure, and now the scorn of all honest men rests 
upon their heads. 


Their attempt was & 


It is a long distance from Pierson to Crookston, 


Minn., my next appointment, and between riding 
and waiting I was one day and two nights making 
the journey. Twelve hours of the time was spent 
in the great twin cities of the West, Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. 
to the many natural facilities of these places. 
monster dam is to be built across the Mississippi 
below St. Anthony's Falls, costing $750,000, em- 
ploying & thousand men, and requiring two years 
for completion. 


A vast improvement is to be added 
A 


It will be used to make power for 
the monster flouring mills of the two places. I 
arrived in Crookston very early in the morning and 
was first greeted on the street by my friend Will- 
iam Munch, who is a Liberal in act as well asin — 
word. Next I found Andrew Steenerson, who was 
elected sheriff last fall. Soon I saw his brother, 
Elias, who has interested himself in the Fleckten 
case and showed me many documents relating to it. 
During the day I met Mr. Ole Hagen, who edits a 
Norwegian paper which is open to Freethought 
articles. I can report great progress in Crookston 
since my visit last September. Our Scandinavian 
friends hav organized & society, and hav regular 
Sunday meetings, às well as a regular speaker, Mr. 
John L. Erickson. This gentleman grew out of 
the Methodist ministry into Freethought, and he 
has made a stir in Crookston and vicinity. The 
Lutheran preachers complain that he is dividing 
their churches and taking away their support, and 
one of them proposed to drive him out of town, 
which made everybody smile. Sunday nights he 
has & hall full of listeners. He introduced me to a 
crowded house, which he said was a specimen of 
his regular audiences. I only wish that all of our 
American friends were as activ as our Scandinavian 
brethren. If they were, Liberalism would be a 
tower of strength. When I go to Crookston again 
I can expect to see even greater progress. 

From Crookston I go to lecture in Lakota, Hoo- 
ple, and Park River, N. D.; Red Jacket, Mich.; 
Omega and Greenwood, Wis, and Mapleton and 
Adrian, Minn. Liberals should address me at box 
882, Des Moines, Ia, for lectures in these states. 


FRANKLIN STEINER. 
T: 


The Continental Sunday in Full Swing. 

The following, from Mr. Ernest Law's “ History 
of Hampton Court Palace,” under the above head- 
ing, may be of interest to your readers: 

“To anyone who would like to know what a ‘free 
Sunday’ means we would commend a visit to Hamp- 
ton Court some afternoon of that day in the hight 
of the summer. He will then witness—what is to 
be seen in no other place in Great Britain—the 
much-dreaded ‘Continental Sunday’ in full swing, 
within twelve miles of Charing Cross. Arriving by 
the crowded train, and standing for & moment on 
the center of the bridge, & bright and animated 
scene meets the. eye. On all sides are to be seen 
hundreds of omnibuses, vans, char-à bancs, brakes, 
cabs, dog carts, and carriages and conveyances of 
all sorts, including several coaches, all of which hav 
brought their parties for the palace, the gardens, 
the park, and the river. On the river below, above 
all, the scene is of the gayest; it is often so crowded 
with rowing boats, steam launches, sailing-boats 
with various colored sails, and boat-houses decked 
with drapery and flowers, that one would imagin 
à regatta was going on. Through Molesley Lock, 
also, just above the bridge, ceaseless streams, liter- 
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ally of hundreds, of pleasure-boats, each with its 
merry party of holiday-makers, pass all day long; 
while upon the banks stroll throngs of young peo- 
ple, not perked out in ‘Sunday-go to-meeting best,’ 
but men rationally dressed in easy shooting-suits 
or flannels, and girls in neat and pretty lawn-tennis 
or boating costumes. In the mean while, perhaps, 
down stream, from the lawn of a riverside club, op- 
posit William IIIL's Terrace or long walk, there is 
& ‘sound of music on the waters’ in the lively strains 
of the last new waltz; while a crowd of boats gath- 
ers around, and on the ear drops the light drip of 
the suspended oar. To exchange a scene like this, 
with all its freshness, naturalness, and ‘abandon,’ 
for the hot London streets and parks on Sunday, 
with their conventional dressed up crowds, strut- 
ting, prayer-book (or Bible) prominently in hand, 
or crawling in dense masses by Rotten Row, ena- 
bles us to judge how heavy is the load of formalism 
that still weighs upon English life.’— Zachange. 


Observations. 


Through an oversight on my part Mr. Putnam 
was not instructed before leaving these shores to 
refrain from guessing over on the other side. When 
in doubt, but inclined to take an affirmativ view, he 
must now say that he fancies. Down South people 
“reckon” when putting forward an opinion tenta- 
tivly. The Ohio citizen “allows” instead of proph- 
esying, while out west of the Rockies they encourage 
the doubter to wager his existence—‘Betch 'er 
life” there meaning all that is conveyed by the 
terms previously mentioned. It is only New Eng- 
land Yankees and those whose speech has been 
corrupted by contact with them who guess or even 
“callate.” None of these Americanisms is in it 
with the Briticism, “fancy,” or fahncy. To allow 
is merely to acquiesce, while to reckon, bet, guess, 
or calculate suggests a mathematical operation 
modified by the element of chance. “Fancy,” be- 
longing to the domain of the imagination, yields 
more gratifying results. For example, a man with 
75 cents in his pocket could neither guess, calcu- 
late, allow, nor safely bet that he has more, but he 
can fancy that he has a dollar and a half, and not 
loge his reputation for prudence. Say “fancy,” Put. 

It is a little disquieting to hear that a descendant 
and namesake of Revolutionary sires got nervous at 
the sound of a British cheer, though I suppose that 
if the truth were told the same sound sometimes 
rattled our forefathers. But it is wholly according 
to tradition that our representativ now in England 
warmed to his work and took his audience with him. 


If the “Ode to Paine,” the words and notes of 
which are contained in this issue of Taz TRUTH 
Szrxer, shall win from Freethinkers such appre- 
ciation as the melody of it would command if 
adapted to more popular lines, it will be republished 
as sheet music. It will go, I think, at Paine cele- 
brations and on other occasions where the people 
desire to sing without being indebted to the ortho- 
dox for either words or tune. Mr. J. R. Macdon- 
ald, writer of the music, is a member of the Brook- 
lyn Philosophical Association and has sung many 
times at its meetings. The audiences are witnesses 
to the quality of his song. After casting off the 
job of printing the words and music, with impres- 
siv introduction and inspiring accompaniment, and 
estimating the number likely to be sold, the price 
has been placed at 30 cents per copy. I hav noth- 
ing to say about the words except that, through the 
offices of my colleague, they hav had greatness 
thrust upon them. 

One paper in Oregon, one in Texas, one in Illi- 
nois, and one in Alabama are quoted in Public 
Opinion as approving the killing of Brown by Gor- 
don in Louisville, Ky. One editor, he of the Chi- 
cago Journal, expounds the law thus: “ Marriage 
is not a contract between a man and a woman 
merely, but between society as one party and the 
man and the woman as the other party. Under 
this contract violation of the vow by the woman is 
tacitly made a capital crime by the accumulated ex- 
perience of centuries, and the man is made execu- 
tioner of the sentence when the facts hav imposed 
it.” The impression I get from the blood-curdling 
utterances of these editors is that they hav been so 
unfortunate as to get wives whom they cannot trust 
out of sight, and that they are talking through 
their hats to scare them. 


Next in rank to the gun-bearing husband as a 
public nuisance is the swashbuckling brother who 
regards himself as chosen by destiny to oversmear 
with blood the stains upon hisfamily’s honor. Here 
in New York last March a young woman named 
Hannigan found herself in an embarrassing condi- 
tion through her relations with one Mann, the gu- 
perintendent of a Fifth avenue tailor shop where 


She was employed as typewriter. She submitted to 
& dangerous operation, and became ill. Before she 
had time to recover, her brother met Mann at her 
bedside and by drawing & pistol and endeavoring to 
shoot him frightened her so that she died. Mann 
was arraigned on account of her death and held for 
trial under $10,000 bonds. Last week the fool 
brother met Mann in the street and killed him; so 
that, up to date, we hav two deaths instead of one, 
neither of which was excusable, and if the law 
takes its course Hannigan will go to the executioner's 
chair. With judges who discharge murderers and 
with editors who applaud them, this sort of thing 
is likely to continue for a good many years to come. 
But the judges and the editors will not bear all the 
responsibility. Girls who go out into the world to 
earn their living under conditions which expose them 
to danger are not provided with such information 
as would make it unnecessary for them to risk their 
lives on a cure worse than the disease. That in- 
formation being prohibited by Anthony Comstock 
and his abettors, they will be accessories before the 
fact in cases like this. Furthermore, there is room 
for a change in the attitude of society toward girl 
offenders, many of whom break the seventh com- 
mandment more virtuously.than it is kept by those 
who utilize them as scapegoats. Society, therefore, 
which encourages the Comstocks and drives the so- 
cial culprits to infamy or death, is particeps crim- 
ints twice over, and is to be doubly damned. As 
one who has no opportunity or inducement to be 
otherwise than good, I might follow the example of 
those who mistake old age and obtunded instincts 
for moral evolution, and solemnly warn the young 
against yielding to temptation. But that has been 
done for thousands of years without any noticeable 
results, and the industry is still overcrowded. Be- 
sides, the victims are not the chief offenders. 

These avengers who do the shooting should in- 
sist upon paying the penalty of their acts. Since 
they profess that it is their devotion to honor which 
prompts them to take the lives of others, let them 
prove their sincerity by giving their own to the 
same cause. Anyone can afford to be the vindicator 
of honor when nothing is involved but temporary 
personal inconvenience offset by gratified vanity. 


Should all signers of the call for that political 
conference at Prohibition Park, Staten Island, the 
last of this month, maintain their loyalty to the 
principles which hav hitherto distinguished them, 
the occasion may not be a harmonious one. There 
ought not to be anything in common, except en- 
mity toward each other, between Freethinkers and 
the crowd of suppressionists who will compose the 
bulk of that gathering. If Wilbur F. Orafts, once 
field secretary of the American Sabbath Union and 
now an Officer of the God-in-the Constitution party, 
should discover that Mr. T. B. Wakeman is the for- 
mer president of the National Liberal League, trou- 
ble will begin then ard there, I hope. Nor will the 
cordiality be any more marked between Mr. Wake- 
man and Mrs. Burt, the female Comstock, who 
moves, steers, and has her living through the postal 
laws for the repeal of which Mr. Wakeman labored 
so hard a few years ago. When she learns his rec- 
ord she will tuck away her skirts like a washer- 
woman wringing a mop. It ought also to be lonely 
in that crowd for Charles Sotheran, B. O. Flower, 
and all other Freethinkers. Even woman suffrage 
can hav no attraction for Liberals when it is advo- 
cated, not as a right, but as a means to an end, and 
that end the union of church and state. In looking 
over the list of signers of the call I do not recog- 
nize the names of any individualists. They all be- 
long to the time when humanity was herded by 
shepherds who appointed themselvs—before the 
day of popular constitutions founded in personal 
liberty, and when it was decided without argument 
that the individual had no rights which society 
would be excusable in respecting. The people who 
lived a few hundred years ago knew of no source of 
authority except the Bible and the church, and 
their laws were as good as could be expected when 
we consider the source, but apologies ample for 
them will not exculpate the Crafts, the Comstocks, 
and the Funks of to-day, nor their accomplices. No 
virtue that these “reformers” would substitute for 
the present order could counterbalance the vice of 
enforcing it with clubs, mulcts, and dungeons. Com- 
pared with what the conference at Prohibition Park 
would giv us, the persistence of the saloon is some- 
thing to be thankful for; for while the saloon men 
are not distinguished as champions of any other 
rights than their own, their business at least pro- 
vides a morass through which the enemy must wal- 
low before assaulting the hights of liberty at close 
quarters. 


The discussion that has been going on in relig- 


t ious circles since Easter over the question whether 


Christ arose spiritually or physically is revealing to 
Infidels, who don't believe he arose at all, the fun 
there is in sitting among the spectators while a re- 
ligious scrap is in progress. 

Did Christ arise from the dead and ascend into 
heaven as, for illustration, a man goes up in a bal- 
loon t—that is the business before the house. ‘he 
creed to which every orthodox person puts his name 
or his mark says that he did—that he “took again 
his body with flesh, bones, and all things appertain- 
ing to the perfection of man’s nature, wherewith he 
ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until he 
return to judge all men at the last day.” Those 
who would be saved must also believe or profess to 
believe that, in the language of said creed, “ there 
is but one living and true God everlasting, without 
body, parts, or passions ;” which God, however, is 
composed of three parts—Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. As the creed puts it, “in the unity of this 
Godhead there be three persons of one substance, 
power, and eternity.” But Christ having arisen 
and joined the trinity with his body and “all things 
appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature,” 
it is left for the believers in the resurrection to say 
why the Trinity has not at least one body in its 
composition; and retaining their grasp on the fact 
that the body of Christ is of “flesh, bones,” and so 
forth, and that the three persons be of “one sub- 
stance,” as aforesaid, they hav on their hands the 
further duty of explaining in a clear and convincing 
manner their reasons for holding that the entire 
Trinity is not of flesh and bones. 

The bodily resurrection and ascension of Christ, 
and his identity in substance with the other mem- 
bers of the Trinity, giv us a Father and Holy Ghost 
with flesh and bones and “all things appertaining 
to the perfection of man's nature.” The same Holy 
Ghost being the immediate progenitor of Christ, as 
we are assured, the latter was of necessity begotten 
of the flesh; hence follows the flesh-and-blood pa- 
ternity of Christ, while the virginity of Mary—who 
presumably was gifted with all things appertaining 
to the perfection of woman’s nature—must be 
abandoned as an untenable hypothesis. Thus does 
one dogma of religion deal another a fatal stab and 
then, sheathing the weapon in its own duodenum, 
fall over the lifeless body of its victim. 

The man who said he believed in the resurrection 
because it was manifestly impossible gave the only 
good and sufficient reason that I ever heard. 

Gro. E. Macponarp. 


Buddhism vs. Christianity. 


At the Manhattan Liberal Club on Friday even- 
ing, May 24th, the lecturer was Swami Vivekananda, 
and the subject, * Religion." After listening to him 
for an hour one can no longer wonder that the 
waves Of missionary Christianity beat vainly against 
the rock-defended shores of the Buddhistic Hast. 
As Lafcadio Hearn says, the Orient has nothing to 
gain and much to lose by an exchange of its sub- 
lime philosophies for the Christian system. And as 
one follows the closely reasoned, logical, discrimi- 
nating, and eloquent discourse of this Hindu it is 
no longer a matter of surprise to him that the edu- 
cated “heathen” look with condescension and con- 
tempt upon the religions and philosophies of the 
West. Face to face with the venerable wisdom of 
India the Westerner feels indeed that he is of a 
civilization that is young, and trifling, and crude, 
and anti-human. His intellectual and moral pov- 
erty is realized as never before. With the calm, 
rich tones of Swami Vivekananda falling on my ear 
and his opulent thought feeding my mind, I remem- 
bered Talmage and Mills and the rest of the men 
who talk to the multitudes of the crucified Christ, 
and my sense of proportion was shocked by the 
abyss of contrast that yawned between this repre- 
sentativ of the cultus of Buddha the reformer and 
those mental contortionists of the Christian pulpit. 
Such men can never comprehend the people and the 
religious and moral systems to which they are send- 
ing their swarms of callow graduates of theological 
schools. The thought of the East is too subtle, too 
profound for them to grasp. They hate it because 
they do not understand it, but if they did under- 
stand it they would hate it still more virulently, for 
its lofty morality would sting them as with the lash 
of personal castigation. 

This is not saying that Buddhism, as expounded 
by Swami Vivekananda, is in all respects intellectu- 
ally acceptable to the Western Freethinker, for it 
is too metaphysical, having the faults that are in- 
evitably associated with an excess of introspection 
and a lack of practical contact with nature. But 
these defects we need not now pause to consider, 
for we would then at once be involved in the old 
battle between the objectiv and the subjectiv. The 
salient thought here is that, whatever the logical 
shortcomings of Buddhism, it is yet 80 immeasur- 
ably the superior of the Christian theology that any 
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attempted comparison of the two would be cruelly 
invidious. All that I can do is to giv ina very im- 
perfect way a few of the thoughts expressed by the 
lecturer. © 

In ancient times in the East there was first the 
thirst for continuous life, and men thought deeply 
and long upon this problem. But gradually there 
came a change, and the thirst for knowledge took 
the place of the thirst for immortality. Man strug- 
gles for unity; he labors to bring various and di- 
verse phenomena into harmonious relation; this is 
the goal of knowledge, unity. Here Eastern phi- 
losophy becomes at one with Western science. 
There were thirty-two of the Devas. The word 
means bright. They were human in their nature. 
The conception of a God pleased by worship and 
sacrifice gave place to the conception of cause and 


effect. The present is because the past was, and so 


on infinitly. A beginning to space and time is un- 
thinkable. There cannot be an infinity witha finite 
side. Following this comes the thought, Why not 
let the universe explain itself? 
nature for a cause? The universe is bound by law. 


“ This is the reformation of Buddha.” What of the 


origin of the human race? We cannot solve the 


problem. What is the origin of meas Iam! All 


my past. What the origin of that? All the past. 
One sect of Buddhists hold that there is no unity 
back of phenomena. The soul is a dream. The 


forces that were acting in that man were not an in- 
The wave spends its force and 


dividual force. 
another wave is the result; the individual wave is 
no more, but waves result from waves, and so on 
unendingly. The most rigorous logical conclusion 
is that there is no future for the “soul” and no 
past. Death and birth are unmeaning words. Is 
there any background outside of this universe, and, 
if 80, what is its relation to this universe? We can 
find no extra-cosmic cause. 

It is only by its limitations that we cognize any- 
thing. We describe it by what it is not. 

There is the universal being, that is ME. We 


cannot hurt any one that the pain does not ulti- 


mately come back to us. 
but not to bind down. 
flow into the infinit, as the stream comes down the 
Himalayas to become one again with its parent 
ocean. 
and no farther.” 
Was the tree first, or the seed? 
ate the ear, or the ear create sound? 


All hav the right to help 


Did the sun 


form the eye, or was the eye made to see the sun? 


And similarly of all the other senses. These are 
not new questions. 
were argued in the Hast. 
creates the ear. 


pated. 


In the past every new truth has become the prop- 
erty of a class. If in any nation the priests secure a 
In 
Europe the priests were coarse, and brutal, and 
In their fierce greed to grasp power and 
wealth and hold the world in their fanatic hands 
they overreached themselvs, and the reaction came 
Besides they were uneducated. They 


monopoly of knowledge, that nation must die. 


savage. 


quickly. 
were too vulgar, too gross, too cruel to last long. 


In a way, they were of immense service to the 


world. Their atrocious persecutions arrayed hu- 
manity against them. They made & tremendous 
negativ springing board from which reason could 
take a start. Soa new era began in the external 
world. To the internal world Peter holds the key. 
The struggle is going on still. Few scientific men 
dare say anything that will offend the priesthood. 
In India the p~iests were more adroit. There was 
there none of the brutality of persecution. There 
was complete toleration. But none the less, they 
enslaved the nations. The Brahmins were subtle ; 
they slowly and gently wound the victim about 
with silken cords, attenuated thread on thread, un- 
til he was immovably bound. 

Effect follows cause and becomes cause. We say 
that “law governs everything.” Butlaw is subjec- 
tiv. The law is here in my head, not behind the 
sequence of events. Things occur so and so, and 
we say it is the law that they should so occur. 
This is Scientific Superstition No. 1. If I get 
whipped one day I say that this is an isolated phe- 
nomenon, and hence is an outrage. If I get whipped 
every day I say, That is my nature, that is law, so 
it is all right. 

Masonic Hall was packed. Every seat was 
filled and many persons stood through the lecture. 
The closest attention was paid to the address and 
Swami Vivekananda had to pause often for the ap- 
plause to subside. E. C. W. 


Tug Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East: 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for May: 

May 81st—'' The Rise of Militarism in the United States,’’ 
Chas. O. Schmitt. 


Why go outside of 


Perfect liberty we seek, to 


Every creed helps until it says, * Thus far 


Did sound cre- 


Thousands of years ago they 
The answer is, Sound 
Thus was modern science antici- 
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“A New Order in the East.” 


* Christian civilization" is somewhat discounted 
by certain of its usual defenders since the terms of 
peace between China and Japan were made known 
and Russia, France, and Germany intervened to 
nullify some of the provisions of the treaty. Under 
the head of «A New Order in the East,” the New 
York Tribune of May 16th calls attention to a few 
facts constituting a comparison between Japan 
and the self-vaunted “Christian powers” of Eu- 
rope that is decidedly unfavorable to the latter. 
“Not in the memory of man,” it says, “has 
any other conquering power imposed such terms 
upon its fallen foe. The rule has been that ‘to 
the victor belong the spoils,’ and usually the 
spoils. hav been taken in a manner calculated 
to humiliate the beaten nation as much as pos- 
sible.” Then it points out the discreditable 


features in the terms of peace imposed by Ger- ` 


many upon France, in the treatment of Siam by 
France, of Turkestan and Turkey by Russia, and 
of England’s dealings with all conquered states. 
Next it shows that Japan could hav done likewise 
with China, had she chosen, but instead she had the 
peace conference held on her own territory, “and 
the whole tone of the negotiations was that of a 
conference between equals, instead of between vic- 
tor and vanquished.” Of course the terms of peace 
were favorable to Japan, but they were not unduly 
or needlessly humiliating to China, “and they se- 
cure—apart, of course, from the indemnity and the 
cession of Formosa—no advantages for Japan 
which are not also freely extended to all the world.” 
Corea is made independent; “China must relax 
some of her barbarous laws toward all foreigners 
as well as Japanese. China must open her harbors 
and rivers to the commerce not of Japan alone but 
of the world. China must permit the introduction 
of machinery, not merely from the shops of Japan, 
but from those of England and Germany and 
America as well. Japan, in brief, has simply done 
what for many years the European powers hav 
wanted to do, but hav been too jealous of each 
other to do. She has*opened' China. But she 
has done so not as England or Germany or Russia 
would hav done, for exclusiv selfish gain, but for 
the common gain of the whole world.” The islands 
that she has taken, including Formosa, are geo- 
graphically a part of her empire and over them 
China has had a control only merely nominal. If it 
is true as reported that Japan will make Formosa 
autonomous she will set another startling example 
to the world. As the Z'ribune says, * That is not 
the way in which a conquered province is usually 
disposed of. A military dictatorship or a crown 
colony system would seem more in order.” Verily 
the missionaries must think that “the heathen 
rage,” and hav set our Christian editors of secular 
papers to raging also. We do not believe in stand- 
ing armies and great sea armaments, but we are 
glad indeed that at last a pagan nation stands front- 
ing the robber Christian powers that hav been ut- 
terly without conscience or mercy in their fierce and 
cruel march to empire. We are sincerely glad that 
Japan has plenty of guns and ships and the men 
who know how to use them. We believe that it is 
a bond for the peace of the world, and a guarantee 
for the preservation of very much that is beautiful, 
true, and useful in the civilizations that the Eastern 
nations hav developed. 


An Exceptional Universalist Minister. 


Rev..T. B. Gregory, of Halifax, N. S., has been 
preaching on trial in the Ohurch of the Redeemer, 
Chicago, and one newspaper of that city says that 
it is believed that he has won the pulpit of that 
church. In one of his sermons, on the “ Martyr- 
dom of Man," he said these among other good 
things: “The church destroys virtue, reason, and 
happiness. It tells us that by nature we are a set 
of degraded wretches, and that such we must re- 
main until the virtue of another is imputed to us. 
The world’s manhood has grown only as we hav 
despised the teachings of the theologians and, 
planting ourselvs on the doctrin of the worth of 
man, hav acted upon the principle that we must be 
saved by the salt that is in. curselvs. And the 
church destroys reason. With its vaunted infalli- 
bilities it paralyzes the mind and transforms us into 
driveling idiots. The march of mind has evermore 
been opposed by the theologians, and whatever has 
been done in the way of science and the arts of life 
has been accomplished not by the help of the 
church but in spite of her. Happiness, too, the 
church has persistently worked against. Millions 
of hearts hav been made wretched by her bogies 
andspooks. For eighteen centuries the theologians 
put a premium on misery and a curge on joy. They 
damned the happy man and canonized the wretch 


who hated smiles and gladness. The church, in- 
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{stead of freeing men and assisting them to the 


realization of the fullest life, fettered them and 
kept them from making any progress at all.” 

That is pretty straight gospel to come from the 
lips of a Universalist preacher, but all that he said 
was not so straight; this, for instance: “ We must 
get back to Jesus and his doctrin that the Sabbath 
and everything else was made for man. By that 
great idea all questions are to be measured. The 
mighty problems of the day will never be solved, 
nor the conflict quieted, till all lying sophistries 
shall hav gone down before the Christ truth that 
humanity is a sacred thing and its rights are to be 
sacredly respected.” That is badly tangled up with 
religion. Nothing belongs to, or was made for, 
man that he is not able to take by strength of 
muscle or brain. To this fact earthquake and pes- 
tilence and famin bear testimony. As to what is 
attributed to Jesus, Mr. Gregory should not forget 
that, if he depends upon the Bible—as he must— 
for his information concerning that individual, he 
will be compelled to accept some very foolish and 
some very intolerant and invasiv teachings—the 
great bulk, in fact, of all the utterances that hav 
been credited to the Jesus of the gospels will fall 
into one or the other of these categories. And why 
does so apparently bright a man as this clergyman 
talk of “the Christ truth”? Christ is not a name; 
it means the “ greased,” or the “ anointed,” and so 
at best is but a title. Who would speak of the 
“emperor truth” if referring to some utterance of 
the Emperor Marcus Aurelius? The.whole trend 
of the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the 
Mount was against the “Christ truth” that the 
rights of man are to be respected. Absolute non- 
resistance to theft and assault never inculcated the 
lesson of respect for the rights of humanity, and 
yet such non-resistance is a fundamental part of 
that “Christ truth” in which alone Mr. Gregory 
sees hope for humanity. 


—— ei 

What Christendom Owes to the “ Heathen.” 
In the New York Zribune of May 19th we find 
this fair estimate of the effects of the Crusades on 
* Christian ” civilization, and the article shows how 
the contact of Christianity with the East, which 
was brought about by the Crusades, was a benefit 
to the West: “To-morrow, just eight hundred 
years will hav passed away since the memorable 
20th of May, on which Peter the Hermit preached 
that great sermon at Clermont, which resulted in 
the organization of the first Crusade; and great 
preparations hav been made not only in that an- 
cient town, but also throughout France, to com- 
memorate the anniversary in a suitable manner. It 
is an anniversary which concerns not alone France, 
but the whole of the civilized world. For, although 
the Crusades themselvs were mere wars Of aggres- 
sion and bloodshed, characterized by much bar- 
barity and fanaticism, yet it cannot be denied that 
they contributed in a powerful manner to pro- 
mote the progress and enlightenment of the West- 
ern nations. The latter were through these san- 
guinary conflicts brought into contact with Oriental 
races, who, at any rate,in those dark days pos- 
sessed an intellectual, an artistic, and a scientific 
development far superior to anything of the kind 
in the Occident, which, therefore, owes a deep debt 
of gratitude to Asia. Indeed, had it not been for 
the knowledge which our forbears obtained through 
intercourse with the Saracens and other Eastern 
races in connection with the Crusades, we might 
to-day be two centuries behind our present era of 
civilization.” In other words, the dull blade of the 
Christian intellect was sharpened by its fierce at- 

trition with the polished steel of Saracen culture. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. RemsBuga is now lecturing in the Northwest. 
He will speak in Macedonia, Carson, Boone, Eldora, El- 
gin, Popejoy, Peoria, Humeston, Russell, and Olin, 
Iowa; Luverne, Fairmont, Mapleton, New Auburn, 
Sherburne, Sterling Center, New Uim, Barnum, Like 
Heron, and Minneapolis, Minn.; Arcadia, Independence, 
Whitehall, Blair, Mondovi, Gilmantown, Saymour, Dale, 
Beaver Dam, Lodi, and Oakland, Wisconsin. 


FRANKLIN SrEINER lectures ia Red Jacket, Micha, 
June ist and 2d; Omega, Wis., June 5th; Greeuwood, 
Wis., June 8th and 9th. 


Tue Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock. All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 


Tar Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:80, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphie, 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary. William 
Watkins. 

: Tum Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.w., at Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth 
below Market street, Philadelphia. 
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Letters of Friends. 


They Want the Book and the Paper. 
Newton, Ia., May 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $3. Send 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year, also the 
** Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" to 
AnBERT LUFKIN. 


ArnrisoN, Mo., May 7, 1895. 
Mr. Epbrron: Inolosed please find $3 in 
payment of Tux Trora SEEKER and the 
** Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book." We 
hav stirred up the dry bones here. 
SHERMAN COWEN, 


principal. 


and direction of the principal. 


agent. 
ation" of God—the principal. 


God to kill the devil as it was for him to 
could take her as he did Bathsheba to 


wife? 
There is nothing else on earth that will 


act the fool, as will religion. The priests 
are not satisfied with such means to pro- 
tectand maintain their God and their false 
and cruel religion, but they are determined 
to capture onr public schools, and manage 
to hav enacted unjust, cruel, and infamous 
Sunday observance, and other tyrannical 
human laws, to defend their gods and their 
tottering church and religion. 

Just think of & God that is so feeble 
that he, she, or it, requires human laws, 
policemen, sheriffs, and soldiers to prevent 
this God from being dethroned and bau- 
ished from earth—** from the universe "— 
as **the man of God” declares. 

Let us all labor to hav al! ecclesiastical 
property taxed at its full value; keep relig- 
ion out of our publie schools; teach justice 
and pure morality; the practical things of 
life, and the people would soon be free 
from all the evils of religion. 

P. V. Wise. 


A Defense of Judas Iscariot. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., May 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: At frequent intervals the 
clergy take delight in defaming the char- 
acter of the dead and in making attacks on 
those whose voices hav been silenced for- 
ever, and from whom no reply is among 
the possibilities. It is evident from press 
reports that a Los Angeles clergyman is 
the latest to vilify the dead; aud the 
coarse and brutal manner in which he 
jumps on the prostrate and long-silent 
form of Judas Iscariot rouses my sense of 
justice to that pitch that I cannot sit in 
silence while. the voiceless are thus ma- 
ligned. 

** Judas,” says this untruthful preacher, 
“wasan avaricious man and a thief, and 
few men hav been considered viler than 
he; and the crime of Judas "—meaning the 
betrayal of Jesus—*' seems peculiarly dark 
and heinous.” In this straiu he continued 
to excoriate this well-decayed corpse; but 
no evidence was presented to prove the 
charge of Judas having been a thief; and 
his avarice was discovered only in the 
fact that he took thirty pieces of silver as 
the price of his crime. Now itis my duty 
to clear his memory from these base 
charges, and to place him before a cold 
and indifferent world, which has ever lent 
a willing ear to calumny, in his true light. 

Judas was sa good, man, and only acted 
as God intended he should act. Now for 
the evidence. It is generally understood 
that God sent his son Jesus into this world 
to undergo crucifixion that his anger might 
be appeased toward sinful man through 
the shedding of that son’s blood. I think 
there is no dispute on this point; there- 
fore it naturally follows that God had to 
provide ways and meansfor consummating 
the death of Jesus, or be the executioner 
himself. He chose the former, and Judas 
Iscariot aud Pontius Pilate were simply 
the tools of this tragedy of God Almighty, 
who hypnotized them for the occasion and 
compelled them to carry out his will, 2.e., 
that Jesus should die to save sinners. As 
Jesus had to be killed it was necessary for 
some one to betray him as well as to exe- 
cute him, and if all the acts in this divine 
tragedy occurred as God foreordained 
them —and who can doubt it—then Judas 
was not only blameless for his conduot, 
but he filled a most important part in the 
salvation scheme for saving sinners, and 
all of us hav good reason to thank instead 
of cengure him. Had he failed to perform 
his allotted part the great scheme would 
hav proved abortiv; for of course the offi- 
cers could never hav found Jesus without 
his aid in identifying him. So in that case 
we would hav been forever lost, the bare 
thought of which should lead every 
thoughtful person to speak well of Judas, 
for if Jesus had eluded the officers and 


Puruies Crerx, N. Y., May 17, 1895. 

Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find $3 for a 
year’s subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
and the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book.” N. C. Cooper. 


Bratr, Wis., May 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $3. I ama 
little Jate, but I hope the *' Pictorial Text- 
Book" will find its way up to Blair any- 
how. Tu. Bopom. 


Granp Rapips, Mion., May 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3 for one 
year’s subscription for TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
and the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book.” LAWRENOE HOFMA. 
Mr. Epen, Car., April 22, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5. 
Send me Tur TRUTH SEEKER for one year, 
and the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book;” ‘‘ Crimes 
of Preachers;" ‘‘ Mesmerism and Hypno- 
tism;” ‘‘Holy Bible Abridged;" ‘* Whirl- 
wind Sown and Reaped;” ‘‘The Confes- 
sional;” ‘‘ Christian Absurdities;" ‘‘ Mir- 
acles and Miracle Workers;” ‘‘ Design 
Argument Fallacies.” H. P. MLER. 


Christians Not Ready to Die. 
HACKLEMAN, Inp., May 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inolosed find twenty-five 
cents, for which please send ‘‘ Miracles and 
Miracle-Workers;” ‘‘ Limitations of Tol- 
eration,” and ‘‘ Infidels and Charity.” 

I hav just finished reading Tue TRUTH 
Srrxer of May 4th, and feel that I must 
express my complete satisfaction with it. 
I was especially pleased with Heston's car- 
toon in which he represented Satan plac- 
ing Christ on the pinnacle of the temple. 
The closeness with which Christ is olinging 
to the temple reminds me of the manner 
in which Christians cling to life, although 
they are always singing and shouting, 
** How I long to be with Jesus." Long liv 
Heston and THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

Fraternally yours, A. R. Bumpas. 


Quit Helping the Enemy. 
May 12, x.M. 295. 

Mr. Epiror: The priests, worse than 
pirates, continue begging money to build 
churches for God, while people are starv- 
ing for the actual necessaries to continue 
life. 

They begged of me for money to build 
a house for God. I asked, Cannot an al- 
mighty God build houses for himself, if 
he needs more than one? 

And I said, further, I will never giv one 
cent to build & house for God, really the 
priests, common pirates, until I see a God 
build a good house, large and tall, for the 
poor widow, orphan, or old man. Let 
every Freethinker in America make this 
his rule, and you would soon hav an end 
of this rotten, despotic, and corrupting 
thing called Christianity. 

Iask a priest why God or the gods sit 
on the fence playing the fiddle while cruel 
men break into & dwelling-house where 
are aged women, commit an assault upon 
them—hold their tender feet against a hot 
stove and beat them with clubs almost to 
insensibility, in order to compel them to 
giv to the Christian robbers their scant 
funds that they depend upon for their sus- 
tenance? 

Such occurrences hav taken place three 
times lately in the Christian Sunday-law- 
cursed state of Pennsylvania. The priests, 
and priest-ridden courts, claim that this is 
a Christian country, then, of course, Chris- 
tianity is responsible for all the corruption 
and murders in the United States. They 
tell us that it is not God that commits all 
-these crimes by men, women, and children 
in this nation, but it is the devil. But this 
shufflingjwill not do, as there can be but 


one almighty power in the universe—the 
The devil is simply his agent, 
and can do nothing except by authority 
It is a uni- 
versal rule of law that the principal is 
liable for the declarations and acts of his 
In this case the agent is the **ore- 
He could 
not exist & moment except by the direct 
command of God. Is it not as easy for 


kill Abigail’s husband in order that David 


eause men to lie, steal, kill each other, and 


died a natural death of old age, such a 
death would hav done no good, and none 
of us would hav been ‘‘ ransomed from the 
fall? We would hav gone to hell sure 
without the aid of Judas, and no sensible 
theologian will deny it; so I implore the 
preachers who blindly curse and denounce 
him, to get rid of their rank prejudices 
and view Judas as he was, the divine in- 
strument in helping to save mortal man 
from the wrath of God. 

Now let this unjust censure by theclergy 
cease forever, for if justice was done to his 
memory none of us would rest until a 
mighty monument, commensurate with 
the glorious part he took in opening up 
heaven as a place of residence, was erected 
over his much-disturbed remains. As 
suicide has been declared a sin by the vote 
of intelligent New Yorkers, I wish to show 
that Judas was not guilty of that offense 
as charged by the Los Angeles preacher in 
his diatribe. First reports are often er- 
roneous, and the one given in Matt. xxvii, 
5, saying he hanged himself, wasa false 
one, as is fully proven by later news 
found in Acts i, 18, where the actual facts 
are truthfully told in these words: ‘‘ And 
falling headlong he burst asunder in the 
midst, and his bowels gushed out." His 
untimely death resulted from an accident 
pure and simple; and the preacher who 
ever accuses him again of suicide will only 
manifest his ignorance of the scriptures 
and the necessity of a more complete 
knowledge of God's word. The vindica- 
tion of Judas is now complete, and like 
truth orushed to earth he will soon rise in 
the estimation of a deeply indebted publio, 
and shine with a halo of glory beside the 
chief actor in the divine tragedy for our 
benefit. Judas, our friend, we salute you. 
C. SEVERANCE, 


The Chureh of Humanity. 
RioHnwoNp, Va., May 7, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: It is apparent to the most 
casual observer that the large majority of 
church-going people do not really enjoy 
the sermon they hear preached every Sun- 
day. They are heard often to remark, 
** Oh, we hav such a poor preacher; he is 
so tiresome to listen to." The music is 
also as often criticised in the same dis- 
paraging manner. Although religion 
has paralyzed their reasoning function 
to such an extent that they attend the 
house of worship two or three times a week, 
and endure its monotonons services, and 
are led to believe the most absurd things 
ever written, it seems they still hav left 
enough common sensa to admit that this 
** divine service " is not as entertaining as 
itshould be. And no wonder they make 
such a confession, for the man they are 
compelled to listen to is simply an auto- 
matic machine that has been stuffed with 
theology, and mechanically reiterates para- 
bles and fables that hav been heard a 
thousand times, occasionally introducing 
something original which is of no value 
whatever. The music is furnished by a 
choir of cracked voices, accompanied by a 
creaky old organ whos» discordant notes 
are a sad travesty on music. Having to 
pass through such a trying ordeal so fre- 
quently it is no won žer the Christian looks 
forlorn. I desire to suggest a plan that I 
think would mitigate the above nuisauce 
and ultimately abolish the orthodox church 
forever. Instead of each community hav- 
ing so many churches, let there be erected 
a grand auditorium with a seating capacity 
of ten or twenty thousand; the interior 
and exterior to be embellished with all the 
wealth of art. Let this magnificent build- 
ing be called ‘‘ The Church of Humanity,” 
and let every mortal, irrespectiv of creed 
or nationality, be welcome within its walls. 
Let there be a coterie of superb’ singers 
and a grand orchestra that would make the 
heart throb with joy. Get some enter- 
taining philosopher—sa man of brains, un- 
hampered by dogmas and absurdities—to 
address the vast audience, inculcating the 
ideas of right living rather than tradi- 
tional doctrins. Let him preach the relig- 
ion of humanity, the religion of temper- 
ance, honesty, charity, and morality, and 
not the religion of ignorance, fear, and 
superstition—that relic of barbarism—the 
climax of folly. To listen to such a man 
after hearing for years the sanctimonious 
groans and mad ravings of the clergyman, | moral non-Christian as a dangerous man; 


would be as refreshing as & cool breeze in | the only religion teaching that morality 
the hot days of summer. No preacher | drags more souls down to hell than vice or 


could occupy such a platform—they are too 
devoid of humor—they are too sad; were 
the solemnity of theologians infectious, 
the entire human family would die of mel- 
ancholia, Wanted—A man of wisdom and 
of humor, one who could tell us how to 
be happy here in this world, and not giv 
such graphic accounts of the two worlds 
after this. When a man tells us of the 
beauties of heaven and the horrors of hell, 
we lose confidence in him; we know im- 
mortality is the unknowable. It is a 
sealed chest that no human being can un- 
lock; therefore, its contents will ever be a 
mystery. Tell us something about this 
planet upon which we dwell, and about 
which we know so little. By having fewer 
churches and consequently fewer preach- 
ers, mediocrity would be weeded out—only 
the fittest could survive. Iam in favor of 
the elimination of all ceremonies and 
creeds. The question is, are they requisit 
to the welfare of mankind? Is baptism a 
preventiv of crime; is it conduciv to 
honesty, or is it productiv of any good 
whatever? Then if it is not, it should be 
discarded. Iam in favor of nothing that 
will not make men and women nobler, 
grander, and happier, and I am satisfied 
it will never be accomplished through the 
instrumentality of any ceremony or form. 
If there were no dogmas and useless red- 
tape to contend with, there would be noth- 
ing for people to contend about regarding 
religion. Everybody believes in morality 
and justice, and our ideas about Gods and 
eternity would be of no consequence what- 
ever so far as other people are concerned, 
because they would simply be our pet 
theories which the majority would admit 
were merely conjecture. There is nothing 
Utopian in hoping for the time to come 
when all prejudices will be banished from 
the minds of men, and people with dia- 
metrically opposit opinions can dwell to- 
gether harmoniously. May it not be a 
great while before ceremonies, technicali- 
ties, and paraphernalia will sink into in- 
noouous desuetude, and ‘‘The Church of 
Humanity " will reign supreme. 

Danie J. Paxton, 


“ Divine” vs. Human Justice. 
LEAvENwoRTE, KAn., May 16, 1895. 

Mnr. Eprror: Some time ago the Times 
of this city printed an article written by 
me upon our state prison religious census. 
Three days later it announced that Rev. 
D. C. Milne, of Manhattan, would reply 
to it in the next Sunday's issue, But the 
reverend gentleman reconsidered the mat- 
ter and did not send in his answer. 

To make a bad matter worse the Man- 
hattan Mercury reprinted my article, 
asked the dominie why he failed to reply 
in the Times as proposed, and offered him 
the use of its columns to make any reply 
or statement he saw fit. And still he kept 
mum. 

Later, J. B. Blackman, a friend of mine, 
took the preachers severely to task in the 
Standard of this city in regard to criminal 
statistics. Reverend McLain replied to 
this, but Brother Blackman, for some rea- 
son, concluded not to respond and turned 
him over to me. Below I hand you the 
answer I gave him. It evidently satisfied 
bim, as nothing has been heard from him 
since. S. R. SHEPHERD. 


In a late number of your journal Rev. 
Mr. MoLain asks, ** What part of the gos- 
pel is it that sends people to the peniten- 
tiary?” The question is certainly a proper 
one. If there is a broken cog, a bent pin- 
ion, or a loose burr somewhere in the gos- 
pel machine that causes it to work imper- 
fectly, we want to find it out and repair it, 

It is admitted that the penitentiaries are 
filled with persons who hav had Christian 
réaring, who believe in the Christian re- 
ligion, and one-half of whom hav been 
members of churches; that a greater per- 
centage of preachers commit crimes than 
do the members of other professions, arts, 
and trades; that there is more drunken- 
ness, vice, pauperism, and crime in Chris- 
tian countries than in others. 

Now, why is it? That is what we want 
to know. Ifa man or nation is going to 
make selection of a religion he wants the 
best the market will afford. He wants the 
one that will produce the greatest morality 
and the least crime. One reason why the 
Christian tree bears so much bad fruit is 
this: It is the only religion that decries 
and discards morality, counting it as 
naught, as filthy rags, and pointing to the 
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rime; that morality is the devil’s snare 
and pitfall. That faith is the great and 
only desideratum. That by faith are ye 
justified, by faith are ye saved, and not by 
good works or excellence of conduct, You 
can do nothing to fit yourself for heaven 
or merit eternal happiness, Cast your 
deadly doing down, believe, be baptized 
and you are saved. Good conduct counts 
you nothing—it is rather against you. 

Ohristianity stakes everything on faith; 
Mohammedanism makes both faith and 
morals essential; the religions of Asia 
throw faith to the dogs, but enforce the 
practice of the highest human virtues as 
elaborated in their codes of morals. The 
so-called Pagan earns his seat in heaven 
by good conduct. In oriental lands every 
attainment, whether in education, society, 
politics, or morals, is won by merit and not 
by purchase, fraud, or favor. The orien- 
tal attains felicity in the next life by re- 
straining his propensities, cultivating the 
nobler virtues, and faithfully discharging 
all bis moral and social obligations in this 
life. He cannot afford to do wrong, for he 
Knows he must pay the utmost penalty. 
His religion harmonizes with common 
sense, reason, science, and all the known 
laws of the universe. The Christian relig- 
ion antagonizes all of these. 

Why sheuld not the Sunday-school prove 
a nursery for the gallows and the peniten- 
tiary? Ohildren there are taught that 

‘Jesus pays it all—all the debt I owe,” 

that the vilest may repent at the eleventh 
hour and get the best reserved seats in 
heaven. No incentiv to be good. The 
child believes this wretched dootrin—be- 
lieves that he can do as he pleases all his 
life, and run up as big a bill with the devil 
as he wants to—Jesus pays the account—it 
will all be wiped out— God will be over- 
joyed to see him repent on his death bed; 
the viler he is the fatter the calf that will 
be killed to celebrate his return. Every 
convict at Lansing [Kansas penitentiary] 
was fed on such spoon victuals as that and 
every one of them intends to avail himself, 
before he dies, of the gospel ** scheme ” of 
salvation and get a deadhead ticket to the 
realms of glory. This is what they call 
“vicarious atonement,” A scheme to 
manufacture moral spendthrifts, somebody 
else paying the bills; a scheme to fill up 
the penitentiaries. 
Suppose a father finds his four bad boys 
stealing and his only good boy remon- 
strating aud begging them not to commit 
the wicked deed. hat should he do? 
According to that pernicious doctrin he 
should fly at the good boy and beat him 
to death, or hav it done, as propitiation for 
the sin of the guilty. Having propitiated 
himself he then forgivs the bad boys and 
hugs them to his bosom. And this is so- 
called divine justice, the innocent suffer- 
. ing for the sins of the guilty. Benson [8 
notorious woman-kiler of Leavenworth] 
ought to hav been given a pardon, a clean 
new guit of white linen clothes, a harp, 
and & halo, and some innocent person 
strung up for the murder he committed. 
Human justice says, **Punish the guilty 
and spare the innocent." But that is all 
‘ wrong. Divine justice says, ‘‘ Punish the 
innocent, but spare the guilty." That is 
' right. Suppose we make an experiment 
of divine justice in Kansas. Suppose the 
governor offers a pardon and a corner-lot 
in the pious, Magdalen-mobbing city of 
Larned to every convict in the penitentiary 
who will become a hypocrit, snivel a little, 
and say he is sorry. Suppose our criminal 
code is repealed and a new one enacted 
granting forty acres of land, a pension, 
and a pardon to every person who commits 
a crime. What a beautiful place Kansas 
would be to liv in after a while—wouldn't 
it? What a heavenly state of society would 
soon be developed. . 

And yet that is divine justice according 
to the dogmas and teachings of the Ohris- 
tian religion. Is it any wonder that our 
penitentiaries are filled with Sunday- 
school pupils, church members, and be- 
lievers in the Obristian system of faith? 

Nothing could encourage, foster, and 
promote crime so much as openly pro- 
claimed and promised immunity from any 
penalty therefor. The gospel proclaims 
that immunity and thus invites men to 
lead criminal lives. There is more Joy 
in heaven over the arrival of one redeemed 
and pardoned murderer than over that of 
ninety and nine who never went astray. — 

The reason why the morality of Asia is 
above that of Europe and the Americas is 
because the Eastern religions teach and 
enforce morality, while Christianity 
teaches faith and belief. Her motto is, 
Believe and be saved; believe not and be 
damned. Conduct is not init. Morality 
js nowhere. 

The inmates of our pen are all *' believ- 
ers" in the Christian plan of salvation. 
Their faith was evidently the regulation 
faith that saves from penalty but not from 
sin. Their doctrinal soundness cannot be 
questioned. It is the most orthodox com- 
munity in the state of Kansas. S. R. S. 


Does Elohim Mean God or Gods? 


JANESVILLE, Wis., May 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: The controversy which 
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has lately been going on in Tan Teora | Max Muller says that the custom of 


SEEKER as to whether Elohim is the singu- 
lar or the plural is one of much interest. 
The evidence showing that Elohim means 
*the gods” seems to me much the more 
conclusiv. Volney in his ‘‘New Re- 
searches” says that Elohim means the 
gods, as is admitted by all grammarians 
(see page 176). The compilers of the Bible 
did not venture to discard a word conse- 
crated by custom. These Elohim were the 
same as the Decans of the Egyptians, the 
geni of the months and planets among the 
Persians and the Chaldeans. 

The Phenician author, Sanchoniathon, 
places the matter beyond doubt when he 
tells us that the companions of El, or Tl, 
who is Kronos, the same as Saturn, were 
called Eloim or Kronians, and were said 
to be the equals of Kronos. Now, Kro- 
nos or Saturn, it is well known, was the 
emblem of time measured by the planets; 
his equals were therefore natural geni of 
the same species. The letter ‘‘H” being 
wanting in the Greek alphabet, the word 
expresses as nearly as possible the Pheni- 
cian—Arab Elahim, the Hebrew plural of 
Elah—god. But why is the organization 
or creation of the world attributed to these 
gods or. geni? For the very simple and 
natural reason that the heavens and the 
earth to the ancients meant the great orb 
or circle included in the circle of the zo- 
diac. The death of vegetation in the 
winter was believed by the ancients to bea 
real death, and as after the vernal equinox 
the spring vegetation recovered new life, 
the ancients believed this sudden appear. 
ance of leaf and flower and vegetable to 
be a real creation, and the creators and 
authors of all this stir of life were the 
geni or gods presiding over each sign o 
the zodiac. ; 

The beginning, then, of which the Bible 
speaks would be the epring equinox, and 
at this time the sun enters the zodiacal 
sign of Aries the Ram. Tt is the sun and 
Aries which begin this creation, and it 
thus becomes plain why the plural form, 
Eiohim, is used instead of the singular 
Eloah or Eljah. 

We can obtain further proof of this by 
analyzing the word in the singular. It is 
composed of al and jah. The root el is 
contracted from the verb ail, meaniug io 
roll or twist, and was hence applied asa 
name to the melesof the sheep kind in 
allusion to their contorted or twisted 
horns. Jah means literally **he will be." 
We hav, then, the assertion ‘‘he will be 
with twisted horns," that is, the sun will 
be in Aries, the sign of the ram, and the 
creation of the vegetation of another year 
will begin. 

It is difficult for modern people, unless 
they giv the subject considerable study, to 
comprehend how intimately all ancient 
religion was connected with the phenom- 
ena of the seasons and the aspect of the 
heavens at the important changes of the 
seasons. We can with difficulty compre- 
hend the solicitude with which the ancients 
observed the northern and southern pro- 
gressof thesun. Not until the coming of 
Mohammedanism with its uncompromis- 
ing monotheism was this system over- 
thrown in the orient. This influence 
forcibly garbled the series of astro-the- 
ological treatises we now call the Bible 
into a monotheism in which the old ra- 
tional and beautiful meaning of these 
writings is lost and replaced by a sense- 
less and meaningless account of the ac- 
tions and commands of this tyrannical 
God of the Hebrews, 

The creation to which the Bible in real- 
ity refers is nothing more than the new 
production, the spontaneous motion which 
every year in spring takes place in all the 
systems of vegetables and animals. This 
spring, the season of leaves, of flowers, 
and pastures of abundance, light and heat, 
was the golden age, as being under the 
influence of the sun, whose emblem in 
alchemy and astrology is gold. 

The rendering of the first lines of Gene- 
sis from the Hebrew into English made 
by the writer styling himself Moreh 
Nebuchim seems to me neither conclusiv 
nor satisfactory. For instance, he trans- 
lates Boro as ''he created,” which is a. 
mistranslation. The word never meant 
the production of something out of noth- 
‘ing; its primary sense is to cut, to divide. 
It is used in that sense in Joshua xvii, 15, 
in speaking of cutting down trees. 


trauslating the word as meaning created is 
of modern origin, and that to find out 
how the words of the Old Testament were 
understood by those to whom they were 
originally addressed is a task attempted 
by very few interpreters of the Bible. He 
shows that in Psalm civ, 30, the word bears 
the sense, ‘‘thou renewest the face of the 
earth.” Now this is just what the Elohim 
do every spring, hence the first line of 
Genesis should read, ‘‘In the beginning 
the Gods [sun in Aries] divided the sum- 
mer from the winter, renewing the face of 
the earth." i 

Next we hav as a translation of the He- 
brew, ' And the earth was without form 
and void." This, correctly translated, 
would read, ‘‘ The earth in winter is dreary 
and desolate;” that is, bloody, in the old 
sense of the word, in allusion to the color 
of the dead vegetation at this season; 
desolate because of the obliquity of the 
sun's ray as opposed to the more direct 
rays of the summer sun. 

Next we hav in Genesis, ‘‘And the gods 
said, Let there be light, and there was 
light;” that is, the sun entering Aries at 
the spring equinox brought summer or 
light out of darkness and winter; winter 
passed, summer came. 

That the view of the Bible herein set 
forth is the correct one finds some curious 
support in the conclusions reached by 
Sayce in the volume recently published 
by the Society for Promoting Ohristian 
Knowledge, entitled ‘‘ The Higher Oriti- 
cism and the Verdict of the Monuments.” 
The society for whom it was prepared evi- 
dently print it with regret, as they preface 
it with a statement of disapprobation. It 
is a book which brings dismay to those 
who hav anxiously awaited it, for Sayce, 
to his everlasting honor, is an honest man 
for a churchman, and will not stretch the 
truth to the breaking-point. The result, 
instead of being such a consummation of 
their hopes as the dogmatists hav prayed 
for, is distinctly a surrender of all the su- 
pernatural claims made for the origin of 
the Bible. It shows that the Biblical 
narrativs of the Old Testament are frag- 
ments out of the wreck of a vast literature, 
which extended over the ancient oriental 
world from a remote epoch, and that we 
cannot understand them aright except in 
the light of the contemporary literature of 
which they formed a part. 

Hebrew literature, then, is not isolated, 
requiring extraordinary or unusual causes 
to explain its origin, but must, in the na- 
ture of the case, partake of the same astro- 
logical character as the other literature of 
the orient. We hav been misled by thuse 
who hav found it to their interest to mis- 
translate the Biblical literature, and trans- 
form a distinotivly astro-theological litera- 
ture into a system of writings strictly 
monotheistic in character. 

That these writings were astro-theolog- 
ical in their original meaning is well-nigh 
certain. All attempts to find evidence to 
support their historical character hav 
failed, and whatever else these stories may 
be, we may feel sure that they are not 
history. 

We hav here, then, a garbled Semitic 
mythology distorted into a system of mo- 
notheism, but in its real character it is pre- 
cisely the same as the Aryan mythology. 
Its characters are all solar heroes, mas- 
querading under a thin historic disguise, 
but not a sufficiently complete or well- 
constructed one to deceive for an instant 
the eye of the scholar. 

Morris M. Bosrwiox. 


God or No God. 
Nar. Mrurrary Home, D. V. S., Oat, 
May 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: God or no God—which ? 
That is the question. If there be one he 
is either the author of all things or of 
nothing. Both ideas are suicidal. If the 
author of all things, then he is the author 
of all evil, both natural and moral. If so, 
it at once disproves the existence of a good 
God, and there can be no other. A 
tree is supposed to be known by its fruit, 
and like invariably produces or begets 
like. Hence the very fact that evil exists 
proves the non-existence of a God. Now 
which horn of the dilemma must we take ? 
Either will eviscerate our vitals, based on 
the God idea, and the idea is suicidal from 
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the very nature of things and the inexora- 
ble logic of facts. 


We might quote proof texts by the 
score from the scriptures, but we are now 
reasoning from analogy and comparison, 
from whence all knowledge is gained, and 
not fromany doubtful hypothesis or book of 
authority. Truths and facts are stubborn 
things, and will constautly be staring us 
in the face, whether we wish it or not. 
Truth is something that exists the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever, and can 
never change or die. A fact is something 
that is done or has transpired. So it is 
not true there is a God, from the fact that 
we hav no evidence of his existence, but 
quite the contrary. A desire and wish can 
not be made factors of facts. Neither can 
faith make a truth, nor prayer a fact. 
Nothing can change the laws of nature; we 
can merely manipulate environment, cir- 
cumstances, and opportunities. ‘‘ Nature 
does wrong never, 'tis society that sins.” 
Naturé is not conscious, intelligent, nor 
progressiv — therefore, not responsible, 
Man being a conscious, intelligent, pro- 
gressiv, automatic being, sins, aud is re- 
sponsible. Sin comes from man's imper- 
fection and moral evil. God cannot sin, 
for he does not exist. But theologians 
hav it, when good it is God's; when evil, 
the devil's or man's by the intervening of 
that diabolical invention of priests, the 
dootrin of ‘‘free moral agency,” which, 
by the way, is neither taught nor even 
mentioned in the Bible, for it would ignore 
all power of a God, who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will, seeing 
the end from the beginning, and being 
omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent, 
with love, mercy, and goodness as a hesv- 
enly father in addition. Free, moral 
agency, indeed! God or no God that is 
the most disintegrating and absurd dootrin 
that has disgraced the annals of the moral 
teachings of the world, and as destruotiv 
as oxygen, the most destructiv of all 
agents. 


Who in their senses would think of com- 
prehending the end of the universe or of 
eternity? Absolutely there is no first or 
last. A first cause is out of the question. 
Nothing but an endless concatenation of 
eauses and effeots throughout the vast blue 
abyss of the universe. God, from good, is 
simply the personification of all goodness; 
so the devil from evil, the personification 
of evil; used as convenient terms that 
the imagination may yield readily to 
the understanding, as many other things 
are personified to children and the igno- 
rant; as Santa Olaus, Uncle Sam, John 
Bull, death, time, etc. The creation 
theory is totally wiped out by the doctrin 
of evolution, which is much more reason- 
able and comprehensiv, and it has devel- 
oped the truth that there is no need of a 
God. The eternity of nature and matter 
always evolving, and power inherent in 
matter—for no matter, no power— renders 
a deity totally unnecessary and superfiu- 
ous, for there is nothing above nature or 
outside of nature. Supernaturalism is but 
an ignis-fatuus, emanating from a dis- 
tempered brain or ignorance. God has 
been a great excuse for ignorance and 
want of progression. Investigation goes 
no farther than to a God as the cause of all 
things, and to get rid of evil without im- 
plicating God has been the source of a 
constant war of theories and persecutions 
for ages. Hence free moral agency was 
invented to put the blame on man. 

I argue not from a wish that there is no 
God, but I cannot stultify my reason and 
common sense by ignoring facts and expe- 
rience. For how rejoiced would I be that 
there was & God, a kind, loving, heavenly 
father, who would answer our prayers, and 
even giv us better than we could ask and 
without asking. ` 


How can any reasonable person think 
that the purported perfect God, with his 
perfect law, created countless millions of 
poor, miserable, suffering, imperfect creat- 
ures such as we are, forcing them into 
this troublous world, and through it and 
out of it, with no consent of their own? 
Surely there cannot be a God, or such 
things would not be. How foolish all 
their doctrins of theology! Indeed, they 
are positivly wicked and diabolical, and a 
stupendous stigma of opprobrium to a 
being of love and kindness, to say nothing 
of his power. J. D. McOrvsr. 
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@hildren’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H., Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occnpations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Japanese Lullaby. 


Sleep, little pigeon, and fold your wings— 
Little blue pigeon with velvet eyes; 

Sleep to the singing of mother-bird swinging— 
Swinging the nest where her little one lies. 


Away ont yonder I see a star— 
Silvery star with a tinkling song; 

To the soft dew falling I here it calling— 
Calling and tinkling the night along. 


In through the window & moonbeam comes— 
Little gold moonbeam with misty wings; 

Allsilently creeping, it asks: "Is be sleeping— 
Sleeping and dreaming while mother sings?" 


Un from the sea there floats the sob 
Of the waves that are breaking upon the shore, 


As thongh they were groaning in angnish and 
moaning— 
Bemoaning the ship that shall come no more. 


Bnt sleep, little pigeon, and fold yonr wings— 
Little blue pigeon with monrnful eyes, 
Am Inot singing? See, I am swinging— 
Swinging the nest where my darling lies. 
: —Eugene Field. 
ees 


How They Named the Baby. 


They talked of Aurora, Medora, and Flora, 
Of Mabel and Marcia and Mildred and May; 
Wonld they rather hav Helen or Ellen, Honora, 
Choose Hanuah or Anna, or Phyllis or Fay? 


They thought of Marcella, Estella, and Bella; 
Cecilia and Delia, Jeanette and Pauline; 
Alicia, Adel. Annette, Arabella, 
And Ethel and Eunice, Hortense and Irene. 


One liked Theodora, another Lenora; 
Some argued for Edith. and some for Elaine, 
For Adeline, Madeline, Lily, and Lora; 
They finally landed on plain Mary Jane. 
——— 


Patriotic Sunday-schools. 


Dear Miss Wrxon: I was recently at a 
meeting got up to organize a branch of the 
Society of Children of the American Rev- 
olution. It was very interesting to see the 
little ones march about carrying the star- 
spangled banner and singing patriotic 
songs. I understand that the society is to 
take in boys and girls up to the age of 
eighteen, and that the older ones are to 
atudy the history of the United States. 
The younger ones, I hope, will not be ex- 
pected to do much more than become 
familiar with stories like Hawthorne’s, and 
poems like Longfellow’s about Paul Re- 
vere. 

Allow me to suggest that you might get 
up something of this sort for the benefit 
of those children who do not go to Sunday- 
schools. There must be many little boys 
and girls who would like to see more of 
their playmates on that day; and parents 
must often find it hard to decide whether 
to let their children hav the sociability of 
Sunday-school, or make them regret not 
being permitted. It seems to me that 
children who are not allowed to go to Sun- 
day-school, ought to hav something else 
equally interesting, as well as much more 
instructiv. Iam sure that if you will take 
the lead in organizing Sunday-schools of 
patriotism, you will do an incalculable 
benefit to the Liberal cause. 

It might be well to hav some iustruction 
given at these schools in ethics, and also 
in physiology, botanv, drawing, and other 
useful branches. What seems to me espe- 
cially important is that the School of Pa- 
triotism should be managed in such a 
broad and genial spirit as to attract chil- 
dren from families of all shades of opinion, 
however Catholic or Protestant. It should 
not be a branch of the American Protectiv 
Association, or of any other aggressiv as- 
sociation. However much you and I may 
think it our duty to do against superstition 
and bigotry, I think we ean afford to let 
these children wait. Let us make them 
as patriotic and friendly to science as pos- 
sible, and get as many of them as we can 
together for that purpose. 

In order to make the new school a 
large one, it should not be limited, like 
the society already mentioned, to boys and 
girls whose great-great-grandfathersserved 
in the Revolutionary War. It would be diffi 
eut to get enough such children together 
anywhere out of New England; and noth- 


ing would be more injurious to the public 
i 


spirit of little boys and girls than to make 
them say to each other, ‘‘ My grandfather 
was one of the heroes of the Revolutionary 
War, and yours wasn’t!” 

The principle of giving people special 
privileges on account of their ancestors is 
not American, but medisval. It is the 
same delusion which curses Great Britain 
with a body of hereditary legislators, who 
sit in Parliament because their grand- 
fathers did, and who seem in many cases 
to hav had their opinions come down with 
their titles from the Dark Ages. If we 
want to make a boy truly American, we 
must treat him according to what he is 
himself, without regard to what his an- 
cestors were more than a hundred years 
ago. Our Sebool of Patriotism should be 
thoroughly republican and democratic. It 
should take care to hav the elder children 
understand how much was done for our 
National Independence by foreigners like 
Paine and Lafayette. Its doors should 
stand open to all children in America, 
without regard to ancestry, race, color, 
religious affiliation, or place of birth. It 
might be well to hav adult classes also, but 
the people most to be considered are the 
children. Respectfully yours, 

F. M. HozrraAND. 

[We agree with our friend Holland in 
regard to the establishment of patriotic 
Sunday-schools. It makes no difference 
whether a child’s great, great, great, 
great-grandfather fought in the American 
Revolution or not. Love of country 
should be engrafted upon the mind of 
every child in the land, and there is no 
better way to doit than to study the his- 
tory of the past and the deeds of those 
whe established liberty on our nativ soil. 
We can learn easier, and perhaps more, by 
association in classes, and it might be well 
to organize classes for older people as well 
as the young, selecting one among the 
members for a reader or teacher. It would 
be wise, also, to vary the exercises with 
questions and occasional biographical es- 
says. As to books, the teacher can readily 
select a suitable book from the large num- 
ber of histories and sketch-bnoks by mod- 
ern authors, and will use that which may 
be close at hand rather than incur extra 
expense in purchasing new ones. It is 
with regret that we hav to say that the 
name of one who contributed largely to 
the achievement of our liberties will not 
be found in our common school-books. 
We refer to one who has been aptly named 
‘‘ The Author-Hero of the Revolution"— 
one of the truest and noblest among patri- 
ots—Thomas Paine. The history of this 
noble man and the story of his memorable 
contributions to the cause of Freedom 
must be sought elsewhere. But in no wise 
must his labors be overlooked, for no other 
name has such bearing upon the blessings 
we now enjoy, or calls for greater grati- 
tude than his. Let us hope our Liberal 
friends everywhere will lose no time in 
bringing their children together as sug- 
gested by Mr. Holland.—Er. C. O.] 


What A Woman Can Do. 


I want my lady friends to know of the new 
field now open for them. In the past six months 
we have made a profit of 907.02 after paying all ex- 
pans¢s. All our sales have been made at home, 
not having canvassed any. My official duties 
calling me away most of the time. I left the Dish 
Washer Business in my wife's control with the 
above results. The business is rapidly increas- 
ing, and will continue to grow until everv family 
has a Climax Dish Washer. Not a day passes 
bnt what we sell one or two,and some days fif- 
teen or twenty_ Dish Washers. It’s easy sellin 
what everybody wants to buy. You can was 
and dry the dishes perfectly in two minutes. 
For full particulars. address the Climax Mfg. Co., 
Co'umbus, Ohio. Geta Sample washer and you 
can't help but make money. They only cost $5. 
You may just as well be making $5 a day as to be 
doing nothing. 


COVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
Science Versus Religion, 


oR, THE 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


*«The advertisement of that well-known 
Freetbinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. * ^ * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public." 

The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings" of hia few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ‘f OTTO WETTSTEIN. ” 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab. 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 

«= Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Established 1857. 


Designer of 
$ The Otto Wettstein 


y) x Watch. 


The Ingersoll Sou 
venir Spoon. 
The Freethought 
Badge. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 

CowTENTS—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. Original Sin and the 
Atonement. A_ Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's'"' Evidences of 
Christianity” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centn- 
ries. Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 

Bcience. Christianity on the Wane. 

Price, Cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair edncation, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he &dmires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

“ah TRUTH SEEKER. 
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RIGHT LIVING 3 


e 
Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


: Writes every letter in sight of operator, 
| Does most of the work in writing AUTOMAT- 
| ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved 
B additional work. 
M Itactsasif it studied the convenience of 
M the operator at every turn, and thereby 
BH lightens his labor and renders him capable 
E of doing more. 
B It has aknack of keeping well, and is al- 
E ways ready at critical or other times. 


B These are some of the reasons why it is 
M different from all other writing machines. 


E The catalogue tells you more about it. 
a FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. C0., 


307 Broadway, New York. 
18616 


6 SAG a 9 
Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 200. 

Bacon and Shakspere, Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius end Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

TRUTH SEEKER, 


Address THE 
98 Lafavette Place, New York. 
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You see them everywhere 


Beautiful 
Bicycles... 


Buy a 
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PATTERN 1 HARTFORD 


€ Bicycte Beauty comes from graceful lines 
and fine finish, in which points Columbia bicycles excel. But 
there is more than mere looks to recommend a Columbia, 
Back of the handsome design and elegant finish is a sterling 
quality that over the roughest road and the longest journey will 
carry the rider with safety and satisfaction, 


COLUTIBIA er 2 Harttora. 


MODEL 40 COLUMBIA 


POPE MFG. CO. 
General Offices and factories, HARTFORD 


BOSTON, NEW YORK, OHICAGO, 
SAN FRANOISOO, 
PROVIDENOE, BUFFALO. 


Send two 2-cent stamps for a 
Columbia Catalogue; free if you 
call at a Columbia agency. 
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JYew Publications, 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tun 
Trora Saakar Oompany, at the price 
named. 


A Tarm or a Hato. By Morgan A, 
Robertson. Illustrated by A. Oarey K. 
Jurist. Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 
Truth Seeker Company, publishers. 
The book is, generally speaking, a satire 

on heaven—a story in verse of Beelzebub’s 

expedition to the heavenly city, and of the 
jealousy of the saints. It is lively and 

vivid in style, with a vein of good humor 

running through the whole, and would 

make even an orthodox laugh. It blends 
the sublime with the ridiculous to a nicety, 
which the most fastidious in literary cul- 
ture could appreciate. It makes even the 
grotesque, which it an important feature 

in the narrativ, appear classical. It is a 

good book to relieve one of religious dys- 

pepsia.—.Light of Truth. 


“A Tale of a Halo” is a sort of In- 
fernal Comedy, that is frequently clever, 
and seldom falls short of being amusing. 
The author wields a sportiv, flippant pen; 
his jokes are, occasionally, devilish, and 
there is enough of bitter earnestness in 
his jests. The work is profusely and 
cleverly illustrated with marginal sketches. 
—Agnostic Journal. 


Woman, CHUROH, AND Stars. A historical 
account of the status of women through 
the Ohristian ages; with reminiscences 
of the matriarchate. By Matilda Josivn 
Gage. Crown octavo, 554 pages; cloth, 
gilt top, $2; half leather, $3. Address 
The Truth Seeker Company. 

I hav only lately come into possession 
of Mrs. Joslyn Gage's wonderful book, 
“Woman, Church, and State,” and I am 
so carried away with it, so impressed by 
its powerful arraignment of the church as 
the oppressor of woman, I feel I must do 
a little toward bringing before the Lib- 
erals the immense value of this volume as 
an engin of destruction which shall curtail 
and eut off forever the usurped power and 
influence of all priests and all churches. 

I do not think any other book that has 
ever been published has given anything 
like the amount of real information on this 
subject that this one does. 

We all know of woman's wrongs, but 
the great volume of them and the depth to 
which they sank our sex has never before 
been so plainly, tersely, and emphatically 
set forth. 


The bravest battle that ever was fought; 
Shall I tell you where and when? : 
On the maps of the world you will find it 


not 
"Twas fought by the mothers of men. 


Nay, not with cannon or battie shot, 
With sword or nobler pen; 

Nay, not with eloquent word or thought 
From mouths of wonderful men. , 


Bat deep in a walled-up woman's heart— 
Of woman that would not yield, 

But bravely, silently bore her part— 
Lo! there is that battle field. 


ELMINA DRAKE SuENKER. 


“Intercourse Between the Soul and Body." 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 


Interesting books by same author: 
* Four Leading Dootrines,” 247 pp.,...... q5 
“ Divine Love and Wisdom," 248 pp. e 476 
“ Divine Providence,” 808 pp.,....... MEN 
“ Qonjugal Lov," 472 pp. ......... .$1.00 
“True Christian Religion,” 982 pp........ 1 


.50 
. ^ Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1, 9, 8,4 each, g 
Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Are you a Liberal Thinker? 
Or interested in Liberal Thinking? 
Yes? x 

"Then you want the Evolution of the 
Idea of God. 


By Hermit Silence, a twentieth century recluse. 

Just publisbed, paper, 10 cents. Address C. 
err, publisher, 108 Osage street, Logausport, 
diang. 4t20 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the - 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. 


Part I.—Hesearches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


TS. 
Part TL —Besearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
apters. 
Part AL Deri vation of Christianity; twenty 
chapters. : 
Part 1v. Whenos Oame the Aryans? Five chapa 
erg. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, 1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY : 38 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as “ Eye-openers,” in doing " Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 

They range in prica from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen- 


' tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 1 
T.t st William Cobostt.. i 


erous- hearted persons can afford to buy them for ecular Prayer. Austin Holyoake 
graiuitous distribution. Too many of them can- Mr Responsibility, a É ob [oly gako. -ij 
not bə spread broadcast over our land. Sent, | Superstition Dispiayed. Wm. Pitt/s elebra- 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of C. 


. ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 1 
“ Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 
asper’s Oelebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


enerally. H. Clay my. 
Talk With the Four Evangelists. E Wood- | 


ristians 
10 


Two Short Sermons, 


Blasphemy and the Bible. eynolds..... Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradiau x 

Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What Were Adam pend EY Our Firs Parents? x 
Buddhist Nihiliem, Eroi @ Mar uler... $ | What Did Jesns Touch? “Ghas. Bradiaugk o d 
Constantine the Great, Portrayiug the Ini- Whe aeu Christ? Chas. Bradlaugh. ... 2 


When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus..... ..... 1 


Pr68UOD...:.2.- 3 e esce conees 3 What, is the Bible? A Review of Sunderland's 


The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 


is isthe statute under which Mr. J ' What is the Bible?”..... E 1 
B. Wise is now indicted for sending a Wonders of Prayer. D M Bonnett... . : 


WasChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
ess THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


verse trom the Bible through the mail.) 

. B. Wakema 

Cruelty and Credu. 

, Dr. DanielArter....... Ves Presa ner 

Christianity a Borrowed Rystem. Bennett. 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

ivilization. Charles Watts............ 5 


BWOMS.. PPP" 2 
Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between & 
Christian Missionary and a Chinese 


(Shall the Mails 
be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 


of The Truth Seeker................... 8 i 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi. with a preface by 
ays. SP Putnam.............eeeeere 1 R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Constructive Rationalism, Annie Besant.... 1 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought, Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It s eloauent r? well as gonvinomne: 

rice, cloth, 81. e838 
THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


„Due. JohnSyphers.............. cse 2 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den. D. M. Bennett..... 2 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biograp 
Austin Holyoake..... 
Decadence of Christianity. Jes 
The Decline of Faith. J & Remsburg....... 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts.. 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 


niverse? Austin Holyoake............ 8 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 
Sincere Christian.......... DEKO 5 9. 
The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 5 ? ? 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


Evolution Teaches Neither Atheiem nor Ma- 
terialism. R.S Brigham, M.D 
Evolution of Israel's God. A. Li. 
Essays on Miracles. David Hume............. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. T E Longshore 
The Fear of Death. D. M. B NS 


Free Speech and Free Press. 

prie it apa oka FSA | sueco: 
MIRI ME CM dapes roe a a 
The Gosp.lof Christianity and the Gospel of 

Has Mana Sow? Oharies Bradlaugh... 3| REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Austin 
Holyoake ............. eene RP 8 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 
Occurrence. Prof. Louis Elsberg 
Is There à God? Charles Bradlaugh.. 
If You Take Away My Religion What Will You 
Give Mein Its Stead? H, B. Martin, M.D. 3 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson... 10 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 


Infidelity. H. W. Beecher.. .................... more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
lufidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 5 | a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Ingersoll Catechised. Wi.h Mr. Ingersoll's Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 

Poem on Robert Burns.................. . $8] Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
Ingersoll on McGlynn ............... eee 3 | terest to certain Cities, States, and Sections, all 


somparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In yo other work are the iasts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures, bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon. 
as the injustice of churoh exemption is suffere 
10 3xist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 


n : 
The Ills We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 


icof Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
Logic o: a o. ‘BY hy P 


ear to Die? Holyoake ........ work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
The Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
ples of Freethougnt. G. J. Holyoake.... 3 | reductions are made: 
Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity, A. Hol- Cen copies. - . ` - 81.00 
yoake ..........5 sedi Savadesendne lees eeiaes 5 Fifty copies, 2c E E - . 4,50 
Liberty &nd Morality. Moncure D. Gonway. a poe e fgpies anodi MN 8.00 
j iberty of Printin on. E. P. Hurlbut. 8 arger les ia B. 
eet Of the Insane. F. R Marvin, M.D. 5 Address THE Torn SEEKER. New York. 
“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 
People are off in Hell.................... ve Ud 
Materialism and Crime. B E Underwood. E] . 2 
Moral Value of the Bible. as. Watta........ 3 
Moody’s Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of Re- I S d 
vival Doctrine....... e aestesescncsscavaees 1 S uici e 
Natural Religion vs. Revealed Religion. An- 
nie Besant. . ...... eee RH 


IA Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide." 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Coto Ol Co co Co Ob C2 tO. 


OBOE su oce se eese veo ene 
of Children. 


won 


i f the Jewish Jehovah as described 
Avice the Bible. Per dozom oseere 10 


Valuable Books 
Hygiene, 
Food and 
Diet, 
Marriage 
and 
Parentage, 
Etc. 


Hygiene of the Brain and the Cure of 
ervousness, By M. L. Holbrook, 
MD, prico, b mail, $150 " Get ibis book and 
read it, for it abounds in practic e 
knowiedge."—[Chicago Inter Ocean. ras 


|» 


M.D. Price, by mail $1. “I am delighted with 
it."—[H. D. Baker, ACD. Secretary S Michigan 
State Board of Health. 


Parturition Withont Pain. A Code of 
Directions for avoiding most of the Pains and 
angers of Childbearing. Dy M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1. "A work whose ex- 
cellence surpasses our power to commend."— 
{New York Evening Mail., 


Liver Complaint, Mental Dyspepsia, and 
Headache: Their Cure by Home Treat- 
ment. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. Price, by 
mail, $1. “Reading this book I cured myself 
pter aei doctors had failed."—('T. C. Curtis, 


The Relations of the Sexes. By Mrs. E. 
y, author of * What Women Should 
Know,” * No Sex in Education," etc. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs. Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 
writes: “Had I possessed this book ten years 
ago it would have saved me ten years of in- 
validism, and T should have been the mother of 
healthy instead of sickly children." 


Youth: Its Care and Culture. By J. 
Mortimer Granville. $1. To this hàs'been 
added a paper by that charming English 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the "Physical 
Education of a Girl" and a paper on the 

ress of Girls.” lts.retail price is $1. 


Talks to My Patients. By Mrs. R. B. 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for the 
Maid, Wife and Mother: with a beautiful Pho- 
tographic Portrait of the Author. Price, by 
mail, $150. “We wish the chapter, ‘ Confiden- 
tial lo Mothers,’ might be published as a tract 
and sent to every mother in the Jand.”—[Har- 
per’s New Monthly Magazine. 


The Better Way. An Appeal to Men in 
behalf of Human Culture through a wiser par- 


entage. Y A. E. Newton. Price, by mail, 
25 cents. “It contains information and warning 
that are urgently needed."—(Christian Union. 


Sexual Physiology, A Scientific and Pop- 
ular Exposition of the Fundamental Problems 
in fociology. Dy R. T. Trall, M.D. Price, b 
mail, $2, , This work has rapidly passed throu 4 
forty editions, and the demand is constantly 
increasing. No such complete and valuabla 
work has ever before been issued. 


FERES and Bread. A Natural and Sci-n- 
tific Diet. By Gustav Schlickeysen. Trang- 
lated from the German, by M. Y. Holbrook, 
M.D, In addition also it contains a Co:nplete 
and Radical Cure for Intemperance, by the Use 
of a Vegetable and Fruit Diet. By Chas. O. 
Groom Napier, F.R.S. 250 pages. Price, $1. 


Three- Poos In One. í From the Cradle 
to the School By Bertha Meyer. The Rights 
of Children. By Herbert Spencer. The Gov- 
ernment of Children. By M.L. Holbrook, M.D. 
rice, by mail, j cloth, $1. "Itis 
& book worthy to be ranked with the best that 
has ever been written concerning the training 
of children.” —{Bazar. 


Vegetarianism the Radical Cure for In- 
temperance. By Harriet P. Fowler. 


Price, 30 cents, by mail. ‘It should be quietly 
given to every drinker."—[Herald of Health. 


Muscle-Beating; or, Home Gymnastics 
for Sick and Well By Kemm, 
manager of the gymnasium of Rega. 30 cents. 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 
and Physiological Relations, and iu their bear- 
ing on the producing of children of finer health 
and greatzrabilty. By M.L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. 
The Scientific American says: “Books on this 
subject are usually written by ‘cranks,’ but this 
is radically different: it is scientific, sober, 
clean, and worthy of conscientious considera- 
tion by every possible parent, and particularly 


by the young. 
Fhe Diet Cure. The Relations of Food 
T. L. 


aud Drink to Health, Disease, Cure. B: 
Nichols, M.D., editor London Herata of Heatin. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


Medical Hints on the Protection and Man- 


agement of the Singing Voice. By 
Lenox Brown, F.R.C.8. 20th thousand. 30cts. 


Deep Breathing; or, Lung Gymnastics. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mrs, Horace Mann writes: 
“Every book you priut is pure gold and de- 
serves Wide circulation.” 


How to Strengthen the Memory. By-M. 
$1. 


L. Holbrook, M.D. 


PAM » 

A Physicians Sermon to Young Men. By 
Dr. W. Pratt. Price, 25 conts. Prof. R. A. 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer. 
says of it: Hermes false delicacy lads and 

ouths are left tofallinto trouble, and not a fee 
ave their pros pects of a healthy harpy life ak 
solutely ruined. The little book before us is in- 
tended to be put into the hands of young men 
by fathers who are unwilling or incapable ox 
discharging a father's duty in this respect; ana 

as not one father in ten is, we helieve, ready t: 

do what is right by his boys himself, it is well 

that sucha book as this should be available. If 
itisread by all who should read it, its sale will 
be counted by hundreds of thousands." The 
publisher will send 10 copies by mail, postpaid, 
‘or $2, Should anyone desire them by the 104 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by cor- 
respondence. 

B Catalogues Free._ag 


By mail on receipt of price. 
Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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Net fer Parsons. | ‘one Good Pamphlets at Low Prios. 


WinniaMSON: Why don’t you sell your 
horse to Brown?" Henderson: '' To 
Brown? Why he belongs to the same 
church I do!;, 


“THEY say that our minister is one of 
the most eloquent after-dinner speakers in 
the country.” **If that^is true, I wish he'd 
eat his dinner beforethe morning service." 
— Harper's Bazaar. 


Rev. Mr. Surruxins: ‘‘Mias Alice, I re- 
gret to hear that you hav been keeping up 
your euchre parties during Lent.” Miss 
Alice: **Oh, but, dear rector, we hav given 
away the loveliest little prayer-books for 
presenta. "— Exchange. 


Tue youvg minister in the country; 
whose parishioners were a little dilatory in 
salary paying, had emphasized two things 
in the morning prayer, viz , that the Lord 
would lead the good people to giv him 
money, and that the Lord would help him 
toleada good life. When he arose from 
prayer his five. year-old son assailed him 
with the profound question: **Papa, which 
would you rather the Lord would do, giv 
youthe money or help you to be good?" 
“Why,” replied the faithful man, “I 
should rather he would help me to be 
good. Shouldn’t you?" ‘‘I—I—if the 
Lord would giv me money, perhaps I 
could be good all by myself, without his 
helping me,” was the sober reply. 


A wavy in Washington has two little 
daughters about five and ten years old re- 
spectivly, and it has been the duty of the 
elder to see that the younger ssid her 
prayers every night. One morning not 
long ago the ten-year-old approached her 
. mother in evident perturbation and an- 
nounced that she didn't know what would 
hecome of Annie if she continued to ad. 
dress the throne in the way she did. The 
mother was naturally anxious and inquired 
what the young lady was doing that caused 
her pious meditations to be thus criticised. 
“O mamma,” said the distressed child, 
** she runs on so when she says her pray- 
ers, She just says anything that comes in 
her head. Now, last night, after she had 
said, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep,’ and 
prayed for you and papa and all of us and 
grandma and Aunt Tiny, and everybody, 
she said, ‘And please, dear Lord, take 
good care of yourself, because if any- 
thing should happen to you, we'd all goto 
pieces.’ ” 


THE PARROT AND PASTOR. — AN EASTER 
SUNDAY EPISODE. 


Perchance you may hav heard before, 

If so, pray kindly hear once more 
About one naughty Polly. 

The story often has been told, 

To please alike the young and old, 

—" And picture human folly. 

With little change we'll try this time 

To roast the chestnut into rhyme. 


In sea-girt village near the shore, 
Where white-caps foam and breakers roar, 
. While ships sail on the ocean, 
Each Sunday morn good Parson Murch 
Would hold a service in the church, 
And preach with deep devotion, 
In language strong as words oan tell, 
The bliss of heaven and woes of hell. 


It happened once on Easter day 

A great crowd went to see or pray, 
And hear his pious teaching. 

The choir sang, Murch read the psalm 

Which says the wicked God will damn, 
And took that text for preaching, 

When down the aisle a parrot flew 

And perched upon the pastor’s pew. 


This polly proved an ugly bird, 

Loved to repeat all slang she heard, 
Would swear just like a showman. 

With wicked sailors on the main 

She had been taught to speak profane. 
It seemed a dreadful omen 

That she should come in such a way, 

And use curse words on Easter day. 


The prayer and choir service done, 
Good Parson Murch had just begun 
To preach about salvation, 
And warn all sinners to repent, 
If not they surely would be sent 
To hades and damnation, 
The word ‘‘damn” reached the parrot’s 
ear 
When it at once began to swear. 


Up on the pulpit then it flew 
And to the parson said ‘‘damn youl” 
Three times right out in meeting. 
The like was never heard before, 
The preacher started for the door; 
** Damn you," Poll kept repeating, 
To deacons, members, everyone, 
As down the aisle in haste they run. 


One lame old lady, nearly blind, 
When all rushed out was left behind, 

The bird flew en her shoulder, 
Repeating as it lit, ‘“ damn youl”  . 
Quick as a flash she turned and threw 

Poll on the fioor, and told her, 

‘t Damn members, deacons all, and Murch, 
Damn them, I don't belong to church." 
—JB. M. Lawrence. 


-| ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 


on the famous text, “ The Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon, FREDERICK Dovanass and Cor, Rog- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PULPI PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNALPUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L, K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 


his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock's comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widdicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Seigneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 

centuries for the 9 promulgation of Christian- 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


gener . C Luse. 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Taquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS 0 THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written whilejourneying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettstein’s 

raternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, What Has Infidelity Done?” should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 
HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 


Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how tures. The descriptions and reflections by 


the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 
THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
Adiscussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ‘Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 


George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot, 
and peL " 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that allowed event. 


Protestant. E WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In-| ` of christ’s alleged acts whioh would lead one 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. to that conclusion. UK Washburn. 
MIRACLE AND MIRACLE WORKERS.| WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
of the Now Testament One of John Peck’s The title quem is perhaps the most popular 
: I . Putnam's many poems, and a grea 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The many editions of it have zeon called | for. The 
e y i other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea 
fia Cleves, "M aasta mopt p podicatedto) ad the Real. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
THE NEW GOD. “It is an open secret tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature’s Gospel, 
that man has always made his Gods. They ed to E Aid theahork. elu Wi un 
exist dn ead through him, as the image exists Give Us Ligh ERAN PROBO. ME eee eet 
in an rou e ror. . f 
&nd you take E God. tho image vanishes.” WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
his pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
of what d of & God man should make. fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 
Samuel P. Putnam. searchers. e 
ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel) WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
. Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 


RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 
cago. Consider: & The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
heology Never Helpful to Woman, 
À Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor cf Woman Susan H. Wixon 
WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage Af- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any oue of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


man’s best, The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 
and Births, ‘The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, ‘the Ponu of Art, T Due pou H-r 
covery of America, Copernicus ap epler, ; cal 
Charles Darwiu, Special Providence, The f Invention 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins iration, Tue Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Bronght, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, ** No B ble, No Civilization:” Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, l'he Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- | for a dollar. 
nal Punishment. Some Who Are Damned, Adress 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


$225; - B250; - BBTV. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 


THER TRUTH REEKKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


word, this piano is made to stand, not merely ag an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Gzonaz Srrox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

* This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 


The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sianor Fastani, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

.*I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Teura SEEKER readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


‘In the nature of things there can be 


no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Such is the text of the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. 


Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


‘The Great Inger- 
soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


« Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
& Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of. 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INGERSOLL’ S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

‘An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Iwaxzsonrn, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Jonrney from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Prioe, paper, 25 cents; oloth, 75 cents. 


June 1, 1895] 
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Gems of Phought. 


Onuy by varied iteration can alien con- 
ceptions be forced on reluctant minds.—- 
Herbert Spencer. 


Lovm is never immoral; hate is never 
moral Love is the mother of all virtues; 
hatred is the father of all crimes and vices. 
—Lucy A. Mallory. 


“Tue right of free speech shall not be 
abridged.” We contend for that right to- 
day. No individual should be debarred 
from expressing his opinion. He may 
stand alone. o other may agree with 
him. The greater the reason he should be 
heard. He alone in all the world may hav 
the truth. He may be a Newton, a Frank- 
lin, a Stephenson, or a Watt in possession 
of some sublime fact for the people. — Mat- 
tie A. Freeman. 


Tue aloofness of writers of books, who 
imagin that the affairs which to the mass 
of men introduce the issue of life and 
death can hav no part in what become the 
fancies and fripperies of literary creation, 
is abhorrent to all master-craftsmen. It 
is of the first importance that a writer 
should hav something to say, and that his 
message should mix in the blood that beats 
in the public pulse. Other things can be 
spared if this be secured. Great ideas 
mold utterance to the grandeur of their 
own beauty.—Horace L, Traubel. 


Some talk of the rashness of the unedu- . 


cated classes. Alas! ignorance is far 
oftener obstinate than rash. Against one 
French Revolution—that scarecrow of the 
ages—weigh Asia, ‘‘ carved in stone,” and 
a thousand years of Europe, with her half 
dozen nations meted out and trodden down 
to be the dull and contented footstools of 
. priests and kings. The customs of a thou- 
sand years ago are the slieet-anchor of the 
passing generation, so deeply buried, so 
fixed, that the most violent efforts of the 
maddest fanatic can drag it but a hand's- 
breadth.— Wendell Phillips, 


Dip it ever occur to you that, instead of 
combining to **erush" the social outcasts, 
or the ''evil," if you please, it would be 
wiser and nobler to search out how to pre- 
pare future fathers and mothers for the 
proper falfilment of nature’s laws? Did it 
ever occur to you that the preventing 
grace, which is better then all conceivable 
cures, must be found in imparting to the 
just born the right knowledge of that nat- 
ure which they inherit to their otherwise 
undoing, aud the right use of its subtle 
powers? You will never even lessen nros- 
titution until you do this,—Louise Tress- 
cotte. 


A ‘‘way” for the moral life, in the sense 
of an ulterior motiv other than that life it- 
self, there cannot be. The attempt to 
erect one at once destroys the conception 
of morality, whose ess3nce lies in the ob- 
jects of will. The only sense in which, if 
I am right, a ** why " for the moral life can 
be assigned, 3s that of an explanation, not 
the indication of an ulterior motiv. The 
explanation. must take the form of showing 
that at bottom, or in so far as contradic- 
tions are removed, the moral will ¿s our 
will—that is to say, a normal human will. 
Granting the will to liv à human life at 
all, morality comes by completeness and 
consistency in purpose and achievement.— 
B. Bosanquet, 


On Sunday, the 21st of November, 1694, 
a babe was born—a babe so exceedingly 
frail that the breath hesitated about re- 
maining, and the parents had him bap- 
tized as soon as possible. They were arx- 
ious to save the son! of this babe, and they 
knew that if death came before baptism 
the child would ‘be doomed to an eternity 
of pain. They knew that God despised an 
unsprinkled child. The priest, who, with 
a few drops of water, gave the name of 
François-Marie Arouet, to this babe and 
saved his soul, little thought that before 
him, wrapped in many folds, weakly wail- 
ing, scarcely breathing, was the one des- 
tined to tear from the white throat of Lib- 
erty the cruel, murderous claws of the 
“Triumphant Beast." —Zngeraoll. 


Tum carnivorous instinct with which God 
has endowed large classes of animals sug- 
gests the opposit of benevolence in the 
creator. But, almost as if to furnish pal- 


Strate or OÀro, Crrv or ToLEDO,}? sg 
Lvoas Oounty. i . " 
FRANK J. OmkgNEy makes oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of F. J. OggNvy & Co. 
oing business in the city of Toledo, County and 
State aforesaid. and that said firm will pay the 
sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for each and 
every case of Catarrh that cannot be cured by the 
use of Harr's OATARBU OURE. 
FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my pres- 
ence, this 6th day of December, A.D. 1886. 
A A. W. GLEASON, 
{ aman} Notary. Publto. 
yn 


Hal!s Catarrh Cure is taken. internally and acts 

direotly on the blood find zanoons surfaces of the 
stem. Send for testimonials, free. 

system. Sona ioy. OHENEY & OO., Toledo, O. 
W^ Sold by Druggists, 750. - 


pable proof of his cruelty, it is not enough 
that other creatures uist be killed and 
eaten by such beasts, he has provided also 
that their suspense and terror shali be 
prolonged to furnish sport to them, But 
St. George Mivart might tell us, perhaps, 
that the mouse which puss suffers to creep 
away, to a certain distance, while she lies 
with half-closed eyes, or is looking another 
way, preten?ing not to know what is going 
on, does not really wish to escape. He is 
only playing, too. He enjoys the ante- 
prandial gambols as much as the cat does. 
Certainly this kind of discourse would 
be of the same tenor as what he has written 
of the sufferings of animals under certain 
conditions.— John Francis Smith. 

SR 


Don’t Worry Yourself 
and don’t worry the baby; avoid both unpleasant 
conditions by giving the child pure, digestible 
food. Don’t use solid preparations. Infant 
Health is a valuable pamphlet for mothers. Send 
your address to the New York Condensed Milk 
Company, New York. : 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse. 
A short story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. ; 


Address TAB TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


A PARTNER WANTED. 


Iw uld like to sell an interest in the Ironclad 
Age, an oli established Freethought journal. 
Anyone whose heart iain the cause and that has 
af whundred dollars to invest_in the samo will 


please address .H. R 
4:20 Indianapolis, Ind. - 
AN l 
ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its 


Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 5 cents. THE 1 RUTH SEEKER 
28 Lisfayette Pl., New York. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 

- broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer, ‘‘Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to derta 6a 

olor&do beetle!" 


crusade of one against the 


Price, 10 cents. 
Religons Problems. Price, 10 centa, 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WICH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
This is one of the best of ` Mr. Putnam’s works 


and no Freethinker or Infidel should be withou 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 


ity is an inglorious philosophy. Was Jesu  nsanei Price, 10 cents, 
10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. The Publ Schools and the Catholie 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. Church. lice, 5 cents. 


rene THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELEGTED HYMNS 


FO 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


—With Musio Written to Ali the Songs.— 


OoxPrLED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Prica. $1.59, Tav «slo at THIS OFRPTING 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals «nd Histo-y 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NXWMAN. Price 25 sentr. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


Be Buv. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, ^ Address this office, 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier. Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in gonr homes, making them hap" 
py and bright ?—SEND rog A COPY:—Green cloth, 
gilt title. 40 cents: half bound. 25 cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ ana Vicegerents of God. 
Paver, 50 cents: sloth. 75 cents 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE _ 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m les of Media county seat 
and within four miles of Chester, P&, on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the pace. some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley Jine b»tween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minates 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist. 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Fight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,0¢¢ 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALLTHE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R: B, Westbrook: A.M, 
Price, 10 cents, 


) July 1st, We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 

e er @ 
cent, commission on al) sales. Send to- ay 
silver orstamps. Established in 1882, Ad- 


FREETHINKERS' 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: V ZR VT» 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
9 P 4 - The Church Robbing the People. 


8 i Thanksgiving. 
8 ve Sabbath Laws. 
14 s Ohildren and the Church. 


e 
. 
Li 


woman and the Oh: E 
he Church and Thomas Paine. - 
x Studies jn Natural History. 

* . The Bible and Science. 

The Clergy and Their Flocks. 

T Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

The Atonement Scheme. 

: The Lord and His Works. 

ke Prayer. 

The Creeds. 

x Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


on 
. 


PA TEDO IA nt CO s 
z Li 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
] and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 
We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 

have been & cheap book. Artist T r ^ r 
| success. and we judge from our own feelings ihat nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


fore appeared in this country. 
lished. L 
At twice the price ıt would 
signer is a wonderf 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism _ He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause ofright and truth. But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of this yolume. 


matter that serve first as explanations of the iustas Md. secondly as texts to prove the utter 
crisy 0 > 
the best weapons against Ohristianity and the church that has ever been put -n the 


falsity of the church's professions and the 
ook is one of 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


OD da in i a 06-9 
@AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER! é 
We want 1000 more active agents before e 
can be easily madein any locality; our goods ¢ 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samplesentirely FREE and allow 50 e 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in e 

dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 

» Boston, Mass. 
“SOS 0-2 62 0-9. 02000086 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


zzz 18 notin magic potions, specifics” 
or electric cis Perap. but only in 
WISDOM- 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUI- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 


fA] Its essays on marriage, parentage, 
adaptation, marital failures, etc., 


OF A UNION OP are of inestimable value to all now 


CHUEROH AND 


a= Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


STATE. 
23 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
MIA: CGURTOUS, ARE Oe FAIR & SQUARE. CONSULTATION ER E. 
FACTS, : po 8 has been my stani 


HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


Home Talk "—1 stand by it. 
Anyone afflicted- with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
po or troubled about some pri- 
x vate affair in which the help 

of a physician of broad and long experience 
desired, is welcome to state the case to me, in 
person or by letter, (sending return ostage) and 
willadvise frankly, fully and confidenti y nad 

E 


send, if wanted, my '*' Foote-Prints on The 
" NAINTAIN THE AN i) UMENT OF | touéalth,” “Diy E, B, FOOTE, 122 Lex AVe, NEW YORK. 
GNS WATSON HESTO. 
DESIGNA P rg TRAIT OF x 
E] THE DESIGNER. 


3 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
* Missionaries. 
ks The Lord's instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
vs Church and Slavery. 


"T 


iuis 
riests and Politics. N 
eland and the Church. | 
Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


M daneóns: 


"OO EQ P rios yen 


stostsrsescoaa 


ere Var ` 

M cele, Wentat and Physical Debility 

and who aro desirous of bein cured, a 
Heston ag a portrait painter and de- booklet will be sent to their 


edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 
cess, Address, — DR, R, P, FELLOWS,” _. 
@ay where you saw thisadver., Vineland, N.J. 


NOW READ THIS! 
Dr. Fellows is a st;rch LIBERAL snd aver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty 


There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 


ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


E RET Fores ae co whioh should 
an cutgrowth o is long practice, which & 
give confidence to those aitiicted. ' 
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT.—Matt. v. 
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- ODE TO THOMAS PAINE. 


Music By J. R. MACDONALD 


WORDS BY GEO. E. MACDONALD 
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Men have fought for home and coun-try, They have died for na- tive land, 


grow the bright-er, While the  na- tion yet shall stand 
| — sS J 
When it speaks to the heart...... of their glo - - ry 
| -5—s— e— 
: i rupi P 
We may sing the dirge of sor -row For the com -rade dead so long, On his 
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pl - - low of dust...... he is ly - - - ing 
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But will hear a note iri- um - phant in the cho - rus of our 
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song For the cause that was won by his dy - ing 
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Sing, then of free-dom For mind and for band She ev - ’ry 
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bond shall dis - sev =- er The wind up- on the moun-tain the 
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waves up- on the strand, Sing lib - er- ty's cho - rus for-ev - er 
In the front of Freedom's army, "mid the darkness of the night, 
Should her false friends mislead or betray her, 
There is one heroie spirit, to her feet a guiding light, 
A defense from the foe who would slay her. 
Soldier, author, sage, and prophet, lo! he has not lived in vain, 
Where the warfare of liberty wages 
We shall see his lofty figure and shall know that Thomas Paine 
Will be heard in the voice of the ages. 
REFRAIN— 
Pledge we their union, Freedom and Paine, 
Union that time cannot sever; 
The chorus of the valleys, the music of the plain, 
S Shall swell to their triumph forever. 
Let the drum be heard no longer, let the flag of war be furled, 
Let the rod of the master be broken, 
And the name of him we honor that his country was the world 
By the voices of millions be spoken. 
We may rear a stone the proudest that has ever kissed the sky— 
It shall erumbie though nations may cherish— 
"Tis the mighty inspirations that were never born to die, 
And the victories won cannot perish. i 
3 


REFRAIN— 
Raise, then, the anthem, sing it again, 
Freedom each bond shall dissever, 
The music of the mountain, the valley and the plain 
Is Liberty's chorus forever. 


JY ows of the 1Deok. 


Joun A, Morris, the Louisiana Lottery 
magnate, died in Texas on May 25. 


Jos& Mart, civil leader of the Cuban 
insurgents, was killed in battle on May 20. 


In Natchitoches, La, the silver men 
hanged Secretary Carlisle in effigy on 
May 23. 


Reports hav been received of disastrous 
forest fires in Northern Wisconsin and 
Michigan. 


On the night of May 20th there were 
very severe frosts in many places in New 
York, Ohio, and Michigan. 


Huan MoCurrovan, formerly Secretary 
of the Treasury, died in Washington on 
May 24. He was over eighty. 


Quen Vioror1a has knighted Henry 
Irving, the actor, Lewis Morris, the poet, 
aud Walter Besant, the novelist. 


Tux nitro-glycerin house of the Cali- 
fornia Powder Co. at Pinole blew up on 
May 21. Twenty persons were killed. 


Lasor Commisstonen Powers, of Min- 
nesota, shows that while wheat has fallen 
in price since 1870, corn and oats hav risen. 


SEVERE fighting is reported from French 
Guiana. Chief Cabral and sixty of his 
followers were killed and five French were 
killed and twenty wounded. 


Tur Prussian Diet has passed resolu- 
tions in favor of an international monetary 
conference, ‘‘ with the ultimate object of 
securing international bimetallism.” 


Durna the past week many more manu- 
facturing concerns hav advanced the 
wages of their workmen, while others hav 
announced the resumption of full-time 
work. 


Martinez CAMPOS, commander-in-chief 
of the Spanish forces in Cuba, issued an 
order that sll newtpsper correspondents 
going into the insurgent lines for news be 
shot on their return. 


Tue great composer, Francesco Eze- 
chiele Ermenegildo Oavalliere Suppe De- 
melli, usually known as Franz von Suppe, 
died in Vienna on May 21. He was born 
in Spalato, Dalmatia, in 1820. 


Tur town fathers of Orange Valley, 
N. J., hav adopted an ordinance imposing 
a fine of $10 on any person appearing in 
the street in a dress not ‘‘ belonging to his 
or her sex.” This is supposed to be 
aimed at the health bicycle suits. 


A SourHERN Business men’s financial 
convention began in Memphis on May 23d, 
Secretary of the Treasury Carlisle made 
the opening address. He represented the 
views of the administration on the silver 
issue, and his references to President 
Cleveland were received with great ap- 
plause. Immediately after the close of 
the convention Congressman Bryan of 
Nebraska replied fo the speech of Secre- 
tary Carlisle. A counteracting free silver 
convention will be held soon in Memphis, 
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GOVERNOR Morton, of New York, has 
appointed commissioners to confer with 
the governor of New Jersey with rafer- 
ence to the preservation of the Palisades 
of the Hudson by having the United States 
tako them for a public park and reserva- 
ion. 


Tue parliamentary elections which were 
held throughout Italy on Sunday, May 
26, resulted in & pronounced ministerial 
viotory. All the cabinet ministers were 
redlected, Crispi being returned from 
several districts, as also was Barbado, the 
Socialist leader. The Socialists gained a 
number of seats. 


Tux recent earthquakes destroyed seven 
villages in the sonthwest portion of Epi- 
rus, Albania. Fifty were killed and 150 
injured in Paramythia. In Florence, Italy, 
scarcely a house escsped damage. It is 
estimated that one night four thousand 
carriages were used as refages for 
Florentine women. 


Tur monument to the Confederate dead 
of North Carolina was unveiled at Raleigh 
on May 20, It is built of. granit quarried 
in the state, and is seventy-three feet in 
hight. The grandchild of Stonewall Jack- 
son, Julia Jackson Obristian, eight vears 
of age, pulled th» oord that stripped the 
monument of its drepery. 


Tur Young Meu's Democratic Club of 
Massachusetts deo'ares for the equal in- 
trinsic value of all coins issued by the 
government, and demands that they be 
legal tender; that the government 
shall withdraw from the banking business 
and retire its lega! tender notes, all paper 
money to be issued by banks. 


INsPEOTOR WinL1AMS and Chief Byrnes 
are no longer on the New York police 
force. Both hav been retired on pensions, 
on their own applications. It was for 
them the choice between voluntary retire- 
ment and a bitter struggle with the new 
Board of Police Commissioners to retain 
their places, with defeat certain at the end. 


ADMIRAL KIRKLAND, commanding the 
United squadron in European waters, re- 
ports that the Armenian outrages hav been 
greatly exaggerated. He is emphatic in 
his exoneration of the Sultan from blame 
in these troubles, and his view is concurred 
in by all the diplomatie representativs of 
this country whom he met in that section 
of the world. 


Aut parties in Cuba demand home rule, 
and General Campos, finding the insur- 
rection so much stronger than he had sup- 
posed it to be when he first reached the 
island and announced that all reforms 
must wait until order was restored, is now 
promising the chiefs of the Autonomist 
and Reform parties that he will at once 
set about putting into effect the reform 
measures passed by the Spanish Cortes 
some time ago. He has found that the 
refusal of Spain to institute reform has 
greatly strengthened ihe revolutionary 
party. f 

ALL opposed to vaccination, or its com- 
pulsion by law directly or indirectly. are 
invited to attend a convention at the Fifth 
Avenue Hotel, New York city, at 2 P.M., 
June 5, 1895, for the purpose of forming a 
National Anti-Compulsory Vaccination 
League. The signers of the call for the 
convention declare that ‘‘it is not true that 
vaccination protects from or mitigates 
small pox; it is not true that the inoculated 
cow-pox isan innocent disease,” Appended 
to the call are the signatures of some more 
than fifty men and women, including about . 
thirty physicians. 


Ex-UnrrEDSrATES CoNSUL WALLER, sen- 
tenced by a French court martial in Mada- 
gascar to twenty years penal servitude ou 
the charge of having given information to 
the Hovas concerning the movements of 
the French invaders, but really, in all 
probability, because he had secured valu- 
able rubber concessions from the nativ 
government, and who was removed to 
France to serve his term in a military 
prison, has had his case, on the represen- 
tations of the United States government, 
transferred to the civil jurisdiction, and 
will likely hav a new trial. He may re- 
ceive indemnity for the damages he has 
sustained. 


SEORETARY or STATE WALTER Q. GRESHAM 
died at his home in Washington at 1:15 
A.M., May 28. He had been very sick for 
some time and, in fact, never really well 
since he received the wound at Leggett's 
Hill, which took him off the field for a 
year. Mmr. Gresham’s family physician 
was Dr. Henry Krogstad, homeopathist. 
On May 4 Mrs. Gresham told him that 
she wished to call another physician in 
consultation. Dr. Krogstad acquiesced, 
and Dr. W. W. Johnston, allopathist, was 
called, but he refused to consult with Dr, 
Krogstad, whereupon the case was turned 
over to him. It is stated that he made no 
effort to ascertain the history of the case 
from his predecessor, and their díagnoses 
sharply diverge in some particulars, 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can doa great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaxETHINKER'S ProrortaL TxxrT-Booz, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS) 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offers Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
ProroriaL Trxt-Book. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S PIOTOBIAL 
Tzxr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has | 85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Huston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Unele Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works. 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery,1; Priests and Politics,2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy & 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Jnduce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, tf you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivE DOL- 
LARS’ WORTA FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extrsordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hay been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is 8 wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.-—Z'reethinkers! 
Magazine. , 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volame. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them, Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free. 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
Subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Evrtor Taurg Szrexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after & careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson" and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bener. 
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For $6.50 we will send Tue Truru Szexer one year ($8) and S.P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. itissradiesl Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS oF FREETHOUGHT " embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress, No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


over 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 


SPE C I A L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 
AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, vost 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
ÜldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated Py, WATSON 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-hound of HESTON, 
BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 
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For $5 we willsend Tux Tsuru Srrkzn one year ($8) and *Paine's 
great Works Oomplete"($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. ; 

For $5 we will send Tue Truru Szxxxs one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux TRUTH SEEKER one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has overa thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations: It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Truru Sxzxer ope year ($8) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Truru Szexer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tas Truru Sxxxx& one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 
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Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayeite Place, New York. 


In conrection with our “Missionary Scheme" of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason” tO separate addresses 
for $1, we taink that further good can be done by letting people 
read THe TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the 
following «:ffer : 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


We feel confident that everyone who reads THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bea: 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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18 
Te Truth Seeker Oo., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for. year 


tnelosed find $_._.in payment of the same. 


SS i iii ————————À——ÀÀ 
POST OFFICE, [Box 8r. & No., iF Any.] & STATE. 


NAMES. 


Aon A TET uk, mmm S rere Rr E ee 


—— MNA { 


" D 


m err 1 mem n m te remm ma nme P— D nae aa 


DD » 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol, 22, No, 23, | PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } New York, Saturday, June 8, 1895. {28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. "n. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - . JUNE 8, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in &dv&noe......——.. e. eee eer eee etra $3 00 
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readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


The Same Old Fallacies. 


Rev. J. B. Remensnyder, pastor of the St. James 
Lutheran church, this city, said in a recent sermon: 

“I do not favor the austere Puritan observance of 
Sunday. I believe the Sabbath was made for man, and 
that such Sunday recreation 88 does not conflict with the 
sentiment of reverence, while it affords pure air, health, 
and innocent pleasure to those denied them during the 
incessant toil of the week, should be not only allowed but 
encouraged. For this reason there is but one objection 
that can be offered to the opening of libraries and art 
museums on Sunday, and that is that it involves the loss 
to the employees of Sunday for their own rest and spirit- 
ual well-being.” 

We are of course glad to perceive these evidences 
of clerical liberality, but we cannot forbear to ask 
the minister why, if the Sabbath “was made for 
man,” the priests hav.so long been permitted to 
monopolize it. There is no more point in saying 
that the Sabbath was made for man than there 
would be in saying that any or all of the other days 
of the week were made for him. The day is caused 
by the motions of the earth in relation to the sun, 
and would continue to be were there not à human 
being on the planet. If man is wise, he will make 
such use of Sunday, as of the other days—in reality 
there is only one kind of day with different names— 
as he may think best, guided by the experience of 
himself and his predecessors and entirely independ- 
ent of all creeds and priest-codes. There is not the 
slightest occasion for inquiring whether any given 
form of recreation “conflicts with the spirit of rev- 
erence"—no more than there would be for asking 
whether Smith or Robinson performs his daily 
labor in a properly reverential spirit. It is a mat- 
ter that concerns neither the minister nor the legis- 
lator. Invasions of the equal rights of the citizen 
are to be guarded against, that is all. The Sunday 
opening of libraries, museums, and theaters need 
not deprive any one of the rest he requires. He 
can rest on another day while those to whose com- 
. fort he contributes by his Sunday work are engaged 
in their regular labors. As to the possible detri- 
ment to his “spiritual well-being,” resulting from 
his absence from the “house of God” on Sunday, 
it should not be necessary to remind Mr. Remen- 
snyder, an expounder of “God’s word,” that the 
Bible represents Jesus, “the master,” as saying: 
* When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy father 


5o | grounds for his rose-hued expectations. 
o | the opinion that eventually Catholic priests and 


which is in secret, and thy father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly.” 

Noticing Mr. Remensnyder’s “ rest” argument, 
the New York Times remarks: “The same consid- 
eration for sextons and their assistants, organists, 
members of choirs, ushers, and even clergymen 
themselvs, would prevent the opening of churches 
on that day no less than that of the other places.” 


pe See ee eee NE 
Hopes of Sanguin Catholics. 

Rev. Walter Elliott is & missionary of the Paulist 
Fathers, & Catholic order. He is very sanguin that 
America is to be finally converted to Catholicism. 
In a late number of the Catholic World, a maga- 
zine published by the Paulists, he givs some of the 
He is of 


well-instructed Catholic laymen will form a mission- 
ary corps and bring the whole nation into the fold 
of the one true church. He emphatically declares 
that he and other priests are witnesses to the fact 
that Catholics can get & hearing from non-Catho- 
lics; they hav tried the experiment, he says, and 
hav succeeded. The matter is presented to his 
fellow churchmen in this manner: 

** The condition of things is that the Catholic church in 
America is among the non-Catholic people who are will- 
ing to listen to Catholic truth. Stop at that fact and 
square your conscience to it. As layman, priest, or pre- 
late, reckon with God thus: I am a member of the one 
true church, and I can get a hearing for its claims from 
non-Catholies. What should I do about it? 

The duty of the true Catholic, he affirms, is not 
confined to making converts outright; part of the 
work is “to remove bitterness, to set aside delu- 
sions, to overpower prejudices.” If you cannot 
turn your heretical neighbors into Catholics, at 
least make them “good-natured Protestants.” It 
is the Catholic’s duty to do this. And it is good 
policy : 

**Tf you can get a hearing, it may be that you cannot 
gain an immediate victory, but you can reduce the 
warfare to & friendly contest; you can put an end to po- 
lemical scalping. To establish our belligerent rights is 
half the battle. To secure a hearing for Catholicity, as 


one among the religious claimants, is an immense advan- 
tage.” 


Father Elliott is wise in his day and generation. 
This is not the time for bringing about the “unity” 
of the church by force. Old methods must be 
abandoned, at least temporarily. The Catholic 
church needs the Protestant auxiliaries, and the 
latter are powerless to preserve the family heritage 
without the assistance of the “ Mother” church. To 
get Protestants, who hav been taught to look upon 
the Pope as Antichrist and the Roman church as 
the “Scarlet Woman,” to recognize the Catholic as 
one among the Christian denominations would in- 
deed be “an immense advantage” to the bierarchy. 
Many thus brought face to face with the question 
of the relation of Catholicism to the Protestant 
bodies would be compelled to admit that she is 
indeed their mother, that she is the real Christian 
church, through whose agency alone come to them 
the Bible and all the dogmas of their common relig- 
ion. If Christianity as a supernaturally revealed 
system of belief is to be preserved, it will be as 
the Catholic church. 

Father Elliott says that to make converts out- 
right two factors are needed—“ God's secret inspira- 
tion” and the “piety and intelligence of Catholic 
friends and relativs.” It would be safe to say that 
the latter will do the work, aided by other mundane 
influences, while the inspiration of God will be 
utilized for stage effects and get most of the ap- 
plause. Right here we are told that both of these 
agencies can be profitably supplemented by “ public 
lectures, which frequently are necessary adjuncts of 


inner grace and outer edification.” God seems to 
need a great deal of help to bring his wandering 
sheep back into the corral. To say that public 
lectures frequently are “ necessary” adjuncts of in- 
ner grace is equivalent to affirming that often God 
cannot reclaim the lost without the help of the 
priests who giv the lectures. There is nothing like 
exalting one’s own calling. In commenting on this 
part of Father Elliott’s article it may be pertinent 
to inquire what he means when he says that the 
“piety and intelligence of Catholic friends and rel- 
ativs” may be of assistance in converting Protes- 
tants. As the church steadily antagonizes mixed 
marriages, there surely cannot be many Catholics 
who hav Protestant relativs, can there? Or does 
the priest allude to the relativs of Catholics who 
were once Protestants themselvs? Of the latter 
class there are presumably a good many, especially 
in England. Reliable statistics of Protestant con- 
versions to Catholicism would be very instructiv at 
this time. l 

As to the attacking of Protestant doctrins by 
Catholic priests, Father Elliott would hav none 
of it. He thinks that nothing in thé way of contro. 
versy can equal “ the direct statement of the truth 
by & man esteemed by his hearers for his virtues.” 
This would avoid the vexations and the possible 
defeats of argumentation, but we should think that 
it would not always be possible for the missionary 
priest to appeal to a Protestant audience through 
his virtues, owing to the audience’s lack of intimate 
acquaintance with him. It is all very well to depend 
upon the “direct statement of truth” if one is sure 
that he has the truth, but in discussing theological 
questions that is something that neither Protestant 
nor Catholic is likely to admit as possible in the 
case of the other. The argument of character is 
not worth very much so far as the truth of doctrins 
is concerned, or when the inspiration and authen- 
ticity of an ancient book is in question. The most 
virtuous of men may easily be grossly credulous, 
while a knave may be an excellent historical and 
literary critic. Then the appearance or the profes- 
sion of moral rectitude does not invariably argue its 
possession. 


lic church in the United States which has not Prot- 
estant money in it—not to mention our charitable 
and educational institutions?” he probably has in 
mind the money the church receives from the tax- 
payers through the exemption of its property from 
taxation. In the same way it receives the contribu- 
tions of the Jew and the Freethinker, just as they 
both add to the revenues of the Protestant church- 
es. But we hardly see the propriety of boasting of 
stealings as & bond of union, or of offering the fact 
as & recommendation of the Catholic church to in- 
quiring Protestants, though as the Protestants are 
guilty of the same “virtue” they may not be in- 
sulted by the allusion. However, there can be no 
doubt that many business men of Protestant views 
voluntarily contribute liberally to the revenues of 
Rome, and we presume that Catholic advertisers 
giv generously to the Protestant canvassers. We 
know that, unfortunately, disbelievers in the creeds 
of both branches of the Christian church giv a great 
deal of money to them, for the sake of standing 
well with their adherents. If all money of Free- 
thinkers thus worse than wasted were used where it 
should be used there would be no dearth of means 
to fight the schemes of the enemies of civil and re- 
ligious liberty. 

Father Elliott is opposed to sending mission- 
aries to heathen countries while there is such a field 
ripe for the harvest in this country. We should say 
that he is clearly in the right, from the view-point 


When the Paulist priest asks, “ Is there a Catho- 
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of the church. No doubt it will be found much 
easier and cheaper to convert Protestants to Cathol- 
icism than it ic to convert the adherents of Buddh- 
ism, Shintoism, or Mohammedanism to Christianity. 
The orthodox Protestant already believes in the 
Catholic Trinitarian God, in the Catholic’s virgin- 
born savior, in the dogmas of the Creation, the 
Fall, the Curse, the Redemption, the Resurrection; 
in the devil and hell and heaven; in the inspiration 
and infallibility of the Bible. The few Catholic 
doctrins which the Protestants rejected— chiefly 
because they did not like the polity of the church 
of Rome—are logically parts of the Christian sys- 
tem, as thousands of thoughtful Protestants were 
compelled to concede when once they had laid aside 
their prejudices long enough to calmly examin the 
rival claims of the two divisions. Really logical 
minds cannot long feel at home in Protestantism 
in this age of criticism and science; it seems inevi- 
table that the acute brains of the world—in so-called 
Christian lands—will turn back to Rome or go for- 
ward into Rationalism. There is no possible mid- 
dle ground for such men and women. 

Naturally we are not delighted by the prospect 
of large accessions to the Catholic church from the 
Protestant denominations—not that we regard the 
Protestants of this class as more sincerely devoted 
to the cause of equal freedom and social justice, 
but because we prefer that the enemies of the rights 
of man should waste their strength in fighting each 
other over minor differences. But it is probable 
that as the reactionary elements in the Protestant 
bodies go back to Rome the more progressiv ele- 
ments will hasten to us, in greater numbers than 
usual, and no doubt we shall also receive an in- 
creasingly large number of recruits from Rome her- 
self. But of course all this is problematical, yet it 
is certain that Protestantism will lose to both Rome 
and Reason. Meanwhile the theocratic Protestants 
are playing directly into the hands of the Catholics. 


Moses Harman Resentenced. 

United States Judge John F. Phillips, of the 
Western district of Missouri, has just resentenced 
Moses Harman, editor of Lucifer, of Topeka, Kan., 
to one year’s imprisonment at hard labor for the 
alleged offense of sending the Markland letter 
through the mails. By a letter received from Mr. 
Harman at the moment of going to press we learn 
that the venerable editor expected to be taken to 
the penitentiary at Lansing at 1 r.m. June 2d. 
Hon. David Overmyer, Mr. Harman’s attorney, has 
until July 1st to file a bill of exceptions on which 
to base an appeal to a higher court. It had been 
expected that the much-persecuted reformer 
would not be taken to prison until the bill was 
filed, but Deputy Marshal Dillard notified him late 
in the afternoon of June 1st that he had orders to 
take him away at once. Overmyer will do all that 
he can to secure his early release. 


ne ee ees 

‘* ALBANY, May 27.— Governor Morton to-day signed the 
bill doing away with the old *bJue law’ prohibiting 
Sunday parades with music of any kind. The new law 
allows music to be played on Sunday at a military 
funeral and at the burial of a National Guardsman or of 
8 deceased member of &n association of veteran orders, 
or of a disbanded militia regiment, or of a secret frater- 
nal society, while escorting the body, but not within one 
block of a place of worship where service is being con- 
dueted."—4 Press Dispatch. 

This is a short step in advance, but it has not 
been taken in recognition of any fundamental prin- 
ciple of right or liberty. It is merely a concession 
to the growing power of military and fraternal or- 
ganizations. Or perhaps it is previsionary on the 
part of the church. The Sunday schools are rap- 
idly being turned into military encampments and 
drilling grounds, and it is quite probable that some 
of the juvenil armies will one day desire to 
bury deceased members on Sunday with the “ hon- 
ors of war.” Hence thislaw. At all events, it is 
very difficult to conceive of any law regarding Sun- 
day getting into the statute books without the 
consent of the ecclesiastics. Even now somebody 
must die before the bands can play on Sunday. 
People must parade to funeral music or not at all. 
Gaiety and happiness on Sunday are still offenses 
against the law and sins in the eyes of God. This 
« Reform " enactment provides for the protection 


of the churches from disturbance, but nothing is 
said concerning not playing within a block of a hall 
or other place where a lecture is in progress. Why 
should not the lecturer hav the same protection as 
the preacher? And why should theatrical enter- 
tainments, operas, and other indoor secular per- 
formances be outlawed? The people who attend 
church hav no greater rights than those who do 
not, and deserve no special privileges. 


The New York State Sabbath Association is still 
trying to spread the black cloud of its medieval 
ignorance and tyranny over the whole state. Its 
executiv committee recently held its semi-annual 
meeting in this city, and its annual convention will 
be held in Rochester in October. Field Secretary 
Albro said that the Association is now considering 
a law to close all cigar and candy stores and fruit 
stands on Sunday. Think of all that that implies 
and involves! That any body of men should seri- 
ously propose and work for such a law is a cruel 
satire on the vaunted love of liberty and justice of 
the American people. What a record of mistakes, 
imbecility, and crime we must hav made that the 
ministers of despotism should at this day be en- 
couraged to press forward in such nefarious under- 
takings as this! That they should dare to even 
hint their desire for laws like this they now propose 
is a brand of shame upon the brows of us all, and 
it will never be effaced while a Sunday law remains 


upon the statute books of any state or of the nation. 
——<—— 
‘The unethical must die. It has no guarantee of im- 
mortality. The ethical, the godlike, alone is eternal."— 
Progressiv Age. 


Unethical from whose point of view? Man’s? 
Very well, he will always in the future, as he has in 
the past, denounce as unethical whatever he thinks 
is inimical to his happiness, and as he grows wiser 
and obtains greater command over the forces of 
nature, he will be able to lessen the power of the 
unethical factors of existence. Especially in his 
relations with his fellows will he probably justify 
our hopes of great improvement. But to say that 
the unethical is doomed to disappear utterly is a 
waste of breath. Extreme heat, extreme cold, 
earthquakes, cyclones, the natural decay of our life 
forces, are all as unethical manward as are the 
theft, murder, torture, and tyranny through which 
men hav made each other miserable. We can, to a 
certain extent, modify the action of these influences 
upon ourselvs, but we are necessarily limited in 
knowledge and power, and hence it is folly to dream 
that any generation will be so fortunate as to be 
entirely freed from the effects of unethical nature 
outside of man, even should man himself become 
perfect, which it is impossible to believe that a 
finite being can ever do. When this planet has run 
its course of existence, as all cosmic bodies must, 
the unethical will score its final triumph over all 
forms of life hereon. We need not worry concern- 
ing that far-distant hour, but neither will it avail 
to dream dreams of impossible perfection. There is 
any amount of more rational work ready to our 
hands. When we say that the “ godlike ” alone is 
eternal we talk to the winds. What has one end 
has two, and certainly “the ethical, the god-like,” 
has not to this date been in sole possession of the 
universe, else why the Progressiv Ages strenuous 
endeavors to bring about a better condition of 
affairs? Let us be done with bombast and hifalutin. 


— 

The Christian Statesman complains that the 
daily papers of the state, and particularly those of 
Pittsburg, hav maintained complete silence respect- 
ing the three bills offered in the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania and having for their object the modification 
of some features of the Sabbath laws. It says that 
their reporters were absent from the hearings when 
the Sabbatarians presented arguments against the 
bills and that their news columns were bare of in- 
formation concerning the measures. It charges 
that their object is to get the bills through without 
attracting the attention of the people of the state, 
which may be all true and yet be perfectly justifia- 
ble. We think, however, that as a matter of expe- 
diency the papers could pursue a wiser course. The 
education of the masses cannot begin too soon, and. 
the newspapers are the teacherg that must do most 


of the work. But this is a matter of judgment and 
method and involves no ethical issue. If the news- 
paper men of the state hav reason to believe that a 
majority of the people are still under the thumbs 
of the Sunday worshipers and that any ameliorativ | 
measures would be in greater danger of defeat if 
the questions at issue were publicly discussed than 
they would be if the matter were kept quiet, they 
are certainly doing the best thing possible under 
the circumstances. They might fairly reason that 
if the reform bills can be got through the legisla- 
ture and be put into effect for a while the people 
will become accustomed to them and find that no 
evil effects follow their enactment. It should be 
distinctly understood by all that this fight against 
Sabbatarianism is a defensiv battle, and that the 
rules of war must govern. Invaders need not ex- 
pect to be the recipients of a daily bulletin of the 
contemplated movements of the defenders of lib- 
erty. War is not debate. The object of war is to 
inflict as much damage as possible upon the enemy 
at the least cost to ourselvs. The Sunday tyrants 
hav taken up the sword of legal violence, and it is 
childish and cowardly for them to complain that we 
do not tell them beforehand just how we are going 
to cut, thrust, and parry. They must get that in- 
formation at their own expense. How we shall 
conduct the campaign is wholly a matter of ex- 
pediency. 


—— ——— 
When Christianity gained strength in the cities 
and became the leading religion in the Roman em- 
pire the worship of the old gods was chiefly con- 
fined to the remote villages (pagi) and the scat- 
tered inhabitants of the country (pagini). Hence 
the word * pagan " to designate the non-Christian. 
There is now being segregated in this country a- 
new “ paganism,” and it is composed of Christians, 
paradoxical as that may sound when first heard. 
We hay often referred in these columns to the fact 
that the strongholds of Sabbatarianism and of 
other repressiv measures of the church are the 
rural districts and small towns. The Christian 
Statesman appears to hav made the discovery that 
this is certainly true in Pennsylvania. Referring to 
the vote in the legislature on the bill to reduce the 
fine for the violation of the Sunday law in Alle- 
gheny county from $25 to $4, to bring it down to 
that imposed in the rest of the state, the aforesaid 
organ of the National Reform Association says : 


** One thing that is ready to break, if it has not already 
partly broken, is the bond of connection between the 
city members of the legislature and the members from 
the smaller towns and the country districts.” 


And considerably more to the same effect. The 
Statesman givs the names and post-office addresses 
of the members who voted for and against the bill 
just mentioned. We hav analyzed the vote, and 
find the result quite interesting and instructiv. In 
1890 Pennsylvania had eight cities having each a 
population in excess of 30,000. In the order of 
their numerical superiority, they are: Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg, Allegheny, Scranton, Reading, Erie, 
Harrisburg, and Wilkes Barre. Forty-seven mem- 
bers of the legislature voted to reduce the fine in 
Allegheny county. Of these, thirty-one, or within 
a very small fraction of sixty.six per cent of the 
total affirmativ vote, are from the cities named. 
Of the sixty-five who voted against the reduction of 
the fine, but four, or a small fraction over siz per 
cent of the total negativ vote, are from the eight 
leading cities of the state. Verily the aggressiv 
Christianity of our day is a “pagan” religion. 
Here in New York we are governed from Albany by 
the votes of the rural legislators, manipulated by 
political bosses. The centers of the world’s ad- 
vance thought and enterprise are against the reac- 
tionists." Cosmopolitanism counts for light and lib- 
erty. The best missionaries that we can send to 
the Christian pagans of the country are the trolley 
cars, the bicycles, the Sunday newspapers, the art- 
ists, the circulating libraries. Destroy the pagans 
by enlightening them. Thus they will become 
citizens of the world. 


Taz Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for June: 

June 7th—'' Bimetalism." T. B. Wakeman. 
June 14th—'' Trades Unions and Conspiracy Laws." 
Moses Oppenheimer. . 
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DY THE GRAVE OF THOMAS PAINE 


Second Annual Memorial Celebration 


at New R chelle. 


THE SERVICES OF AGREAT MAN RECALLED 


Eloquent Addresses by Wakeman, Rowley, War- 
wick, Watters, and Others, and a Poem Read 
and Sung—Proposal to Surmount the Monu- 
ment with a Bust of the Author-Hero—Many 
Freethinkers Picnic at the Paine Homestead. 


The gentlemen who spoke at the Paine Memorial 
celebration at New Rochelle on Decoration Day re- 
ferred often to the fact that the man whose virtues 
they commemorated was many years in advance of 
his time; it was even said that-he was in advance of 
the present age. It was called to mind that Thomas 
Paine had been the first to advocate arbitration for 
the settlement of disputes between nations. Here, 
without doubt, Paine was far ahead of the popular 
sentiment of to-day. The saddest sight in New 
York on this thirtieth of May was the military dis- 
play made by the children from the publie schools 
and the Sunday-schools. Passing through the cen- 
tral part of the city in the forenoon one saw compa- 
nies, regiments, brigades, and divisions of school 
boys marching to the sound of drum and fife. The 
older boys wereuniformed and armed; the younger 
ones were simply in military order, dressed in their 
holiday attire, but all were animated by the murder 
spirit, trained in the art of wholesale slaughter. 
There was one brigade composed of four regiments 
from the Baptist Sunday-schools ; the Ninth division 
was made up almost entirely of battalions from va- 
rious Catholic churches, and Epworth Leaguers 
(Methodists); the Eleventh division included more 
Baptist boys, and cadets of various kinds, among 
them the boys’ brigade of Bethany church and the 
St. Thomas Temperance Cadets, while in the 
* American Guard ” were 11,000 boys from the pub- 
lie schools of the city. In all this lamentable dis- 
play there was not one indication that the leaders 
in our political life hav the slightest idea that the 
world is passing from the military to the industrial 
stage of civilization; that, as Herbert Spencer says,’ 
“social organization is to be considered high in 
proportion as it subserves individual welfare, be- 
cause in & society the units are sentient and the ag- 
gregate insentient ; and the industrial type is the 
higher because, in that state of permanent peace to 
which civilization is tending, it subserves individual 
welfare better than the military type." Here Spen- 
cer has put in philosophic phrase what Paine put in 
the language of the common people, but on the 
thirtieth of May here in New York and over the 
river in Brooklyn there was no visible evidence that 
our civil and military masters hav come in contact 
with the idea in either form, or that they hav even 
dreamed of it as possible that the civilization of the 
world is tending to the condition of permanent 
peace. In a word, in such civic displays as this of 
which we are speaking the factors of modern prog- 
ress receive no public recognition whatever. It is 
savagery only that is praised, exalted, idealized. 
In all the sweltering ranks of the juvenil victims of 
our political and journalistic jingoes, our end-of- 
the-century fire eaters, there was not to be seen a 
symbol of the mental, moral, and industrial forces 
that lift this age above the barbarism of the dis- 
tinctivly war epochs. Who, passing down Madison 
or Fifth avenue, and knowing nothing of the ele- 
ments of nineteenth century civilization, could hav 
imagined that the alphabet, the printing press, cre- 
ativ art, the type setting machine, applied steam 
and electricity, peaceful commerce—these and a 
thousand other agencies of evolutionary develop- 
ment—who, we repeat, watching this Decoration 
Day apotheosis of picturesqe mutilation and mur- 
der could hav surmised that the American people had 
ever héard of science and its bloodless triumphs, 
of literature, ot art, of scholarship, of invention, 
ofthe utilization of nature's erude materials and 
the harnessing of her wild forces for the peaceful 
promotion of human good? Hav they never heard 
of Paine and arbitration? Hav they forgotten the 
epochal settlement of the differences between this 
country and England growing out of the damages 
inflicted on our commerce by the privateer Alabama? 
Hav they no desire to educate out of their children 


the inherited war lust of the centuries instead of 
spreading and intensifying the contagion? 

Show us the official and popular holiday services 
and displays of a people, and we will tell you the 
dominant note in their civilization. Christian pa- 
rents arm their children and teach them how to skill- 
fully maim and kill their fellows; Freethinking 
parents take their children to the graveside of a 
man who, at the peril of his life, voted against the 
death of the overthrown chief of a system which he, 
the humanitarian, had done all he could to destroy, 
and who pleaded for the abandonment of the sav- 
age duel of war, and there they are instructed in 
the science of preservativ, productiv sociology. 
The difference between the two methods is the dif- 
ference between militarism and industrialism, be- 
tween savagery and civilization. 

The train for New Rochelle left the Grand Cen- 
tral station at 10:45 a.m. There were five cars a 
little more than comfortably filled with Freethinkers 
from Brooklyn, Newark, Jersey City, New York, and 
other places. The day was an exceptionally hot 
one, the mercury standing at 84 degrees in the 
shade at 11 in the forenoon, with considerable hu- 
midity in the atmosphere. Last year the thermom- 
eter registered only 66 degrees at the same hour. 
But the people all seemed happy, and very glad of 
the opportunity to render their tribute of respect 
to the memory of the man to whom, as Freethink- 
ers, Americans, and citizens of the world, they owe 
so much. They are getting acquainted with one 
another, and a few more such gatherings as that of 
last year and this will do very much to develop and 
strengthen the sentiment of solidarity and bring 
out the blossoms of sociability, 2 consummation 
greatly to be desired. It is a pleasant walk or drive 
from New Rochelle out to the old Paine Home- 
stead, through tree-bordered lanes and by cosy 
residences embowered in leaf and bloom. The 
season is late this year, and so the pilgrims missed 
the millions of daisies that last year whitened the 
pastures and meadows, and which were so liberally 
drawn upon for bouquets and wreaths. The at- 
tendance from the cities was nearly as great as at 
the first memorial services, but the local turnout 
was not so good; possibly the clergy warned their 
flocks not to jeopard their souls in that reckless 
way again. The reporters were acquainted with 
only a few of those present, so the live Liberals not 
mentioned here must not think that any are inten- 
tionally slighted. Among those recognized were 
N. F. Griswold, of Meriden, Conn.; A. W. Sturdy, 
of Attleboro, Mass.; R. B. Ivins, of Hightstown, N. 
J.; Peter Eckler, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr., T. B Wakeman, Henry Nichols, Mme. 
Louise David, George E. and Grace Macdonald, 
Mrs. E. M. Macdonald, Dr. Chas. L. and Marie An- 
drews, Thomas Duntze, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Row- 
ley, Mr. and Mrs. Morgan A. Robertson, Miss S. 
Levin, Joseph Warwick, E. C Walker, Wilson Mac- 
donald, J. R. Maedonald, Miss Louise Minchen, 
Carroll Ia; Eugene Myers, Germantown, N. Y. 
John Scott, D. T. Ames, Capt. G. W. Loyd, Eliza 
B. Burnz, Anna T. Burns, Channing Burns, Peter 
J. Cullen, Marie Cuminsky, Henry Frank, A. Wat- 
ters, of Newark; Mr. and Mrs. W. V. Winham, and 
Robert H. Barry. 

There was not much attempt at ornamentation 
this year. ** Welcome " stretched across the road; 
“Spare the Man, but kil the Monarch,” and 
“Thomas Paine, the Author-Hero of the American 
Revolution," were the mottoes. The wall surround- 
ing the Monument has been repaired in a substan- 
ial manner, and for this occasion a few wreaths of 
flowers lay at the base of the Monument itself. 

After the visitors had comfortably arranged 
themselvs on the walls and grass and partaken of 
the refreshments they had brought with them or 
procured from the thrifty caterers on the grounds, 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., who was slated to preside, 
called the assemblage to order at 1 o'clock. Paine, 
he said, is worthy, we think, to be called the founder 
of the republic, and in the future he will share with 
Washington the honor of being the “ Father of His 
Country.” We would not detract from the just 
fame of Washington, but there is no doubt that in 
the creativ ideal Paine led. Thomas Paine was the 
ideal reformer, the all-round reformer. He knew 
that it was not possible to progress along one line 
alone. He was not a man of one idea; he was not 
a mere hobby-rider. He protested against slavery 
and against cruelty to animals; he spoke for the 
equality of woman, for the substitution of arbitra- 
tion for war. So Paine was one hundred years in 
advance of his time, as he was in advance of the other. 
revolutionary leaders. 

Following the chairman's happy introductory re- 
marks came the “Ode to Thomas Paine,” written 
by Geo. E. Macdonald, with music by J. R. Mac- 
donald. The ode was first read by Henry Rowley 
from Tue TaurH SEEKER of last week, and then 


has come at last. 
whether we will or no. 
knowable affairs of nature or of man is the supreme judg- 
ment. 
and successional order of things and events, natural ` 
and human, we could never determin the true import- 
ance or value of peoples, nations, or religions—of their 
eventa, causes or battles—their great epochs or charac- 
era. 
evolutional history, which givs us not only the order of 
events and of the great peoples and individuals connected 
with them, but assigns and adjudges their true and rela- 


finely sung by the composer. Dr. Foote next in- 
troduced T. B. Wakeman, who delivered the follow- 


ing address, which was punctuated with frequent | 


and generous applause : 


Mr. OnarkMan AND Frrenps: The day of judgment 
The law of evolution has brought it 
The application of this law to all 


Until this law had proved to us the real scientific 


But we are now living under the greater light of 


tiv part in the progress of the ages towards the tolerable 
civilization of the present we now enjoy, and the grander 


future for which we work and hope. 


This Decoration Day is our national festival of the 


dead, and thus preéminently the day of judgment, upon 
which evolution points out to us the great characters 
which were her agents, instruments, and voice in causing 
our great republic to be, and upon which day evolution 
also fatefully admonishes our people that the qualities 
and virtues which founded the republic are absolutely 
essential to its continuance. 


Standing here by his grave and monument, on the 


green fields which New York gave to him as some recog- 
nition of his services, let us ask of Evolution, What is 


the value and position of the ‘‘Author-Hero”’ of our Revo- 
lution in the great era of revolutions which made the last 
century the broad seed-field of the mighty harvest which 


is now growing and which the next century isto reap? 


We cannot mistake the answer that evolution now, as 
the century is closing, givs to our question—viz., Thomas 
Paine was the initiativ, creativ, constructiv mind, the 
first-hand soul, out of which came not only the ‘‘ serious 
thought” and the **common sense,” which changed our 
people into Republicans of ‘“The United States,” instead 
of “subjects of a king,” but which also laid the founda- 
tion of the future ** Republic of the World," and ‘‘the 
emancipation of mankind from tyraunies and supersti- 
tions" by the first announcement of the ‘‘Age of Rea- 
son," the “Rights of Man," and the ‘‘The Religion of 
Humanity." Every one of these grand and most preg- 
nant phrases he was the first to use; every one of them 
describes a battle-field in the progress of our race. His 
eareer was that of the knight-errant of liberty in the be- 
ginning of the great struggle of which those words are 
the battle-flags, and his death left him the inspirer and 
prophet of the common people in their onward progress 
toward the final achievement of what those mighty words 
mean. When the little, local, tuppenny, temporary view 
of the Revolutions of the last century are replaced by the 
historical and evolutionary view, the career of Thomas 
Paine as the heart and voice of the people rises into its 
truesignificance. For him at last the higher day of judg- 
ment has come; time has brought it, and not the least of 
all has placed her pen in the hands of his recording, jus- 
tifying, and avenging angel—his great biographer, Mon- 
cure D. Conway. 

In contrast with most of the names which fili our 
biographical dictionaries it is evident at once that this 
man and the elements and motivs with which he worked 
raise him above ordinary men. Even the extraordinary 
men seem to lose their magnitude when measured by the 
problems, the purposes, the devotion, the prophecies, 
and the results with which the founders of the Revolu- 
tionary era are associated. Think for a moment of Na- 
poleon Bonaparte, called Napoleon the Great, from the 
great noise and destruction he caused in pursuing ‘‘ his 
destiny ” of selfish aggrandizement. Where, now, is the 
outcome of it all? Mostly kicked into the gutter of the 
ages like the debris of some pyrotechnic display which 
was the wonder of a night, making the darkness that it 
seems to recall blacker than ever. But the star that 
arose from the ‘‘serious thought” of Thomas Paine was 
the herald of the Republican dawn, never to pale its light 
except in the beneficent dawn of the coming day. 

1. How true all of this new and higher view of Paine’s 
career and prophecy may be, as to the initiation of the re- 
publie in America, Becomes more and more manifest. The 
rebellion of ‘‘subjects” at Lexington and Bunker Hill was 
turned into the war for independence and a republic by 
no mere accident. There was an evolution from one state 
of mind to the other unprecedented in history. It was 
experienced by some one mind first, by a soul-process as 
rare and unique as the forming a first orystal, which 
soon flashes & fluid ready for it into a solid form. This 
ereativ change was the result of the independent and 
peculiar origin, education, and circumstances of Thomas 
Paine, and there is much reason to suppose that without 
him and them it would not hav been possible atall. Its 
foundation was the independency arising from Paine's 
birthright in Quakerism. Conway well says that if there 
had been no George Fox there could hav been no Thomas 
Paine. Hence came his complete independence of the 
church and the crown—the altar and the scepter. As 
soon as he was on American soil he had nopower to look to 
but the God of his fathers, but that deistic conception was 
not revealed to him in Quakerdom, through the Bible, or 
church, or priest, but by the contact of the soul alone 
and the influx of ‘‘ the inner light." Even this Quaker 
conception of communion with God bad been modified 
by science, which had made God to Paine the beneficent 
power and order of the world. Quakerism and science 
had enabled the soul of Paine to stand alone, and to 
conceive of his fellow man as so standing in America. 
Thus conceived, they became the units and initiators of a 
new form of independent government based on those 
units, ‘‘as the consent of the governed," and exercising 
their powers for their.common protection and benefit. 
In a word, the first real democratic government on earth 
was conceived in and born from the peculiar soul of this 
independent, Americanized, scientized Quaker. Thence 
came his ** Serious Thought ” in 1775 and the ** Common 
Sense" published early in January, 1776. Within the next 
six months that new state of mind which had originated 
with him had becomethe conviction of Washington and the 
effectiv part, if not the majority, of the American people. 
This change was no easy matter. Many, like Washing- 
ton, who begged his reverend friend Boucher to think him 
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News and Notes. - 


I hav seen so much this week —so many impres- 
sions hav crowded into my mind—that I hardly 
know where to begin the tale. I can merely sug- 
gest the manifold phenomena of these busy days, 
and must omit any detailed description. 

Robert Forder has taken good care of me this 
week. He is an earnest worker. He has been 
thirty-three years in the movement, and has been 
quite over England and Scotland and the continent. 
He has a vivid memory, and can tell many a story 
of the conflicts of Freethought. I had a delightful 
visit with his family on Wednesday evening, May 
8th. We went over to the East side and enjoyed 
some of its theatrical splendors and surges of pop- 
ulation—a picture indeed of the lights and skades 
of London life. 

On Thursday Mr. Forder, George Ward, J. M. 
Wheeler, and myself, visited Woolwich Arsenal and 
marched through miles of buildings, and gazed 
upon the polished and splendid barbarism of this 
age, the magnificent means of destruction invented 
by a Christian nation at a cost of £60,000,000 a 
year, while only £2,000,000 a year are given by the 
same Christian nation for educational purposes. 
Woolwich Arsenal is a wonderful place. It em- 
ploys about 11,000 men. We witnessed the manu- 
facture of cartridges, rifles, shells, and tremendous 
cannon, big enough almost for & chapel. We saw 
the great hammer weighing seventy tons strike upon 
the flaming mass to harden it for warfare; also the 
foundries glimmering like the phantasmagoria of 
hell itself, and the bright and delicate machinery, 
which works almost like human intelligence, minip- 
ulating the missils of death. What vigor is here 
expended, and what triumphs of human ingenuity 
are exhibited. What a terrific fighter England will 
be if ever put to her metal. The only consolation 
the philanthropist can derive is in the fact that these 
instruments of destruction are so supremely effec- 
tiv that no nation will wish to take the responsibil- 
ity of conflict when such awful enginries are brought 
into action. In this way Woolwich Arsenal pre- 
serves the peace. 

Traveling homeward, we dropped into the build- 
ings of the Royal Arsenal Cooperativ Society, which 
my friend Forder helped to organize in 1868, when 
he was a workingman in the Arsenal. This society 
is a grandly successful institution. It started with 
a membership of twenty. It has now over 8,000. 
It began with a capital of about £7. A chest of 
tea was bought with this, and some butter and 
sugar. The first distribution was in a small back- 
room—the workshop of a Mr. Rose. During the 
first quarter the capital increased to £20, and the 
membership to 47. In 1873 there were 216 mem- 
bers. In 1880 the business reached nearly £25,000 
& year. At the end of 1889 the membership was 
6,721, the capital £62,786, and the yearly trade 
£126,076. The society during these years pur- 
chased and worked a farm, and established a coal 
depot. It owns forty horses, and carries on the 
businesses of grocery and provisions, drapery and 
millinery, bread, flour, and corn, butchering, tailor- 
ing, and outfitting, boots and shoes, funiture, china, 
and glass, market-gardening, milk, coal, and green- 
grocery. It employs about 180 persons. Fine 
reading-rooms hav been established, and a library 
with several thousand volumes. Courses of lect- 
ures are given, and entertainments provided. Its 
bakery is a model of the latest inventiv skill in the 
art of cooking The success of this society in so 
many directions of trade and supply is a striking 
proof of the soundness of the principle of co- 
operation. It is a good stand-off to the Woolwich 
Arsenal, and preaches the real gospel of humanity. 
All for each, and each for all, is its motto, and it 
givs a glorious picture of man’s prosperous future. 

Thursday evening with Mr. George Ward I visited 
Parliament. I can’t say that I was very much im- 
pressed with the Houseof Commons. There is not 
a particle of beauty or cheerfulness in it. I don’t 
wonder that the members drift into the lobbies 
when they get a chance. It is a great square black 
room. The seats are draped in black and look very 
uncomfortable. The only white thing to be discov- 
ered is the wig of the speaker. He is seated in a 
kind of sentry’s box, which is also covered with 
black. The galleries are very inadequate. Only 
ninety could be seated in the gallery I occupied, 
called, I believe, the Stranger’s gallery, for which 
we hav to procure tickets through some member of 
Parliament. John Burns favored us on this occa- 
sion. Our Hall of Representativs at Washington 
surpasses in beauty and convenience the House of 
Commons. In the latter are no separate seats. 
The members hav to crowd together on long 
benches. I listened to a couple of speeches. I 
don’t think the average oratory of the Commons 
will equal that of our Congress, although there are 


a few speakers of exceptional brilliancy. Not more | strates that the will cannot be separated from the 
than a hundred members were present this evening. | mind, but is part of it, is one of its functions and 
The total membership is six hundred. Forty con- | acts with it, not independently but through motiv. 
stitute a quorum, and when not more than that! There is no “thinker” outside the brain, but 


number can be got together the House adjourns. 
The “ duffers " are allowed to speak during the din- 
ner hour when but a few are compelled to listen to 
the talk. If one happens to be atrociously dull 
and long winded, then a call is made of the House, 
at the request of any one member, and if forty can 
not besummoned the House adjourns. Thatis the 
way they hav of getting rid of an intolerable bore. 
If he can’t hav at least forty listeners he is obliged 
to shut up. 

This House of Commons has been built, I believe, 
only about thirty years; and how it could hav been 
built in such a somber, contracted, and oppressiv 
fashion I do not understand. It is certainly un- 
worthy of the commanding power of the House of 
Commons. For the time being the House of Com- 
mons is the people; it is clothed with all the au- 
thority of the people, and it certainly should hav a 
commodious and splendid assembly room, where 
the genius of man might flower in excellence and 
delight, and not be stified in this dungeon-like abyss. 


Here, however, was the great battle-ground of 


Bradlaugh for human rights, and this recollection 
givs a majesty and splendor to the scene it would 
not otherwise possess. The mighty athlete, fresh 
from the people, representing the vast outer world 
of reason and light, won at last in this dark hall of 
ancient custom and superstition. He had odds 
against him, and one of the odds was the archi- 
tecture of the building. I do believe that if the 
House of Commons had been constructed some- 
what on the Grecian style of grace and elegance 
and airy and noble beauty, Bradlaugh had not 
died just when he won the laurel. It was a 
dismal field on which he fought, and dauntless in- 
deed must hav been his heart to hav pushed so 
victoriously and brightly forward in a house so 
fitly emblematic of the darkness of the ages. I hope 
present architecture will disappear, and that some 
day the English people will hav a political temple 
worthy of their far-reaching and magnificent genius. 
Let Westminster Hall and St Paul stand for the 
past, but as yet there is no architecture to express 
the glowing future. The daring genius who shall 
break the shackles is yet tocome. Inthe meantime 
I must affirm that our Capitol at Washington is a 
hundred times more beautiful and majestic than 
the gilded tomb of England, which, compared with 
the genuin architecture of the past— Westminster 
Abbey—is but shreds and patches, meaning noth- 
ing, for it has no ancestral life and no aspiring 
splendcrs leaping to the feature. 

Fridav, with my genial friend, Mr. George W. 
Foote, 1 visit the National Gallery. This is in- 
deed beautiful; the rarest and noblest pictures of 
all time are on these walls, and what an enchant- 
ment they are; what form and color enrapture! It 
is a perfect delight. Beautiful women beam softly 
on you from the living canvas; landscapes of mar- 
velous glory stretch away, sea and landand sky. I 
cannot decribe the hundreds of pictures that, like 
magic, express the treasures of the universe. I hay 
not the space even to write the names of these won- 
derful masters, for if I begin where shall I end in 
this gallery of the nations? For days one could 
wander through these halls of enchantment, and 
something new would ever flash upon the exhilarated 
mind. Hereis genius unfettered and glorious, rang- 
ing earth and heaven, radiating beauty and joy, with 
the splendor of a god indeed. What courage it 
givs to the ever-striving spirit to behold the tri- 
umphs of these immortal ones who adorn history 
with such shining scepters. 

We cannot always remain in this wonderland of 
art. We grow hungry, and we must mingle again 
with the busy world. At Simpson's ancient and 
renowned divan we meet Mr. George Anderson, in 
whose heart glows the fire of Scotland and the 
poetry of Burns, a gentleman of fortune and liber- 
ality. He is always ready to help, generous in the 
hour of need, & true and devoted Freethinker. We 
had a jolly dinner together. For the first time in 
my experience the saddle of mutton was wheeled in 
front of the table, and the savory meat cut directly 
from the haunch. That is the good old English way 
of doing it, and it is certainly like eating fruit right 
from the tree. All the delieacy of taste is preserved. 
Our generous repast was mingled with philosophy 
and poetry. Mr. Anderson delights in advanced 
literature. He gave mea brochure of his own—an 
excellent criticism of Cardinal Manning’s position 
that the will is an entity outside the mind and mov- 
ing the mind. This is the only way, of course, that 
the cardinal could preserve his theology. He must 
hava “substantial” ego—that is, a “soul ”—for 
without a soul there is no immortality and no god 
worth speaking of. The critic conclusivly demon- 


thinking is simply the brain-process, as digestion 
is the stomach-process—and it is as reasonable to 
affirm that there is a “digester” outside the 
stomach as to affirm that there is a “ thinker ” out- 
side the brain. Thought is in the brain as diges- 
tion is in the stomach, and the former is no more 
an “entity” than the latter. Mr.. Anderson also 
presented me with four beautiful volumes of Samuel 
Laing’s writings, whose philosophy I shall take 
great pleasure in thoroughly studying. 

Friday evening we behold the radiance of The 
Empire. The Women’s Christian Temperance Un- 
ion has poured all its batteries on the The Empire, 
and exhausted its powder. The Empire thus re- 
ceived a magnificent advertising and it is crowded 
every night. It is a beautiful theater. The per- 
formance was excellent. Especially wonderful and 
amazing was the Faust ballet. It is an ocean of 
color and flashing form ; waves and waves of splen- 
dor ever bursting on the view; marching men, the 
mazes cf the circling dance; the panoply and 
throne; the garden, mountain, and luminous sky, 
with Margaret and Faust in the strange fortunes of 
our sorrowing yet glorioushumanity. The Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union did not show much 
wisdom in its attack. Surely it is a déspicable 
mind that could find anything in these beautiful at- 
tractions that could demoralize. 

Saturday I travel to Hyde Park, in a coach, as 
big as any of them. Through Picadilly I sweep 
on top of the grand omnibus, serenely as a king, 
and just as happy for aught I know. Through 
brilliant foliage I catch a glimpse of Buckingham 
Palace, and see the glitter of the guards. At Hyde 
Park corner I buy a seat for a penny and for an 
hour look at the bright and vast array of fashion 
which in its thousand carriages rolls along the 
smooth pavement of Rotten Row. I think it about 
as much fun to look on as to be one of the partici- 
pants of the radiant galaxy. It is an interesting 
display of vanity and glory; both the crowds of 
people that gaze and the crowds of people that rush 
by. It is an exhilarating exhibit of the topmost 
swell of English life, ever varying like a motion of 
glittering billows. Just as I pass the gateway of 
the park on the swinging omnibus the Prince of 
Wales, his wife and two daughters, sweep by in their 
elegant equipage. The prince returns the cheerful. 
salutes of the people. I was glad to hav a glance 
of royalty. It satisfied a natural curiosity of the 
human heart. I did not feel like exchanging places, 
however, for my seat was the higher and I thought 
the better, and my appetite was first-rate, and I am 
sure that I enjoyed life as much as the prince. 
Pictures areas beautiful to me as to him; the green 
grass, flowers, and blue sky ; the surging multitude, 
and all the magnificence of the scene. My ride 
cost me only a penny and for the time being it 
was just as gorgeous as that of royalty. 

Sunday was quite a varied day for my perambu- 
lations and the study of London life. The first 
thing in the morning, with Mr. Robert Forder and 
Mr. George Brown, I visited that most famous and 
picturesque place, Petticoat Lane, on the east side. 
I most carefully divested myself of every article of 
value, for the saying is, that if, on entering Petti- 
coat Lane, you buy a pocket-handkerchief, it will be 
stolen before you are half way through and offered 
for sale at the other end of the route. There is 
nothing like Petticoat Lane in the world that I 
know of—it is a conglomeration of all sorts of vari- 
eties. It is the Jew's quarter, and that is why they 
do business on Sunday, for it is perfectly quiet and 
holy-like on Saturday. Buton Sunday what a buzz, 
what a clamor, what a rush—streams and eddies of 
people, with inextinguishable vivacity, buying and 
selling with marvelous rapidity. There is every- 
thing in the universe here, and so cheap—cheap as 
dirt, and cheaper, too. I guess, for, in many cases, 
the dirt is thrown in. Whole suits of clothes are 
sold for two shillings, a cake of ice cream for one 
penny, and so on. Half the goods are stolen, it is 
said, and hence the small prices, for there is a 
profit anyway. The poor people come here in 
throngs, and from about eleven to three it is Babel, 
but it's business strictly attended to, and it is cer- 
tainly a “blessing in disguise" to those who are 
short of funds. It is a racy panorama of human 
nature, which, even in the midst of poverty, will 
put on fashion and make the best of little things. 
On bright days like last Sunday the goods are al- 
most all taken out of the stores and placed on 
tables and boxes along the streets, and it is not 
one street, but a congregation of streets, and hence 
there is a fantastic display of out-door animation 
which is infinitly amusing. I had rather go to 
Petticoat Lane than any church of London, in or- 
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der to see the “soul” of humanity, for here it is 
flashing in wonderful aspects over the dark depths 
of vice and crime. 

After Petticoat Lane we take in the out-door 
meetings. These are a great feature of London. 
The Secularists, the Christians, the Labor Party, all 
hold these meetings. There are hundreds of them. 
In the great parks of London spaces are especially 
devoted to this purpose, and are under police pro- 
tection. Any one can pitch in wherever he can find 
a plot of ground and make his speech, Christian, 
or anti-Christian, as he chooses. These meetings 
are of immense benefit, and giv an opportunity for 
the voleanic flame to pour forth harmlessly. The 
beating heart of the nation finds vent. Agitation 
is kept up and education is the result. The parks 
are thus the natural universities of the people, and 
many a trained intellect has graduated from these 
tumultuous assemblies. 

The Secular party keeps twenty of these outdoor 
meetings going every Sunday. I wish we could do 
the same in our country, but we hav not yet the 
facilities nor, I might say, the personal freedom. 
The police would probably stop us. In some things 
the Englishman enjoys more liberty than the Amer- 
ican, and he uses it, too, with advantage. 

These outdoor meetings are recruiting stations, 
and from them the ranks of the Hall of Science are 
constantly filled up. Robert Forder, Arthur B. 
Moss, W. J. Ramsey, A. Guest, Stanley Jones, O. 
Cohen, George Standring, E. Calvert, are among 
the effectiv workers in this department. The wom- 
en also assist. Miss Annie Brown is secretary of 
the Federation; Miss E. M. Vance is secretary of 
the National Secular Society, with Miss Robins and 
others. The Secularists are more activ and con- 
centrated in their efforts here than in America. 
They hav learned the ropes and don’t scatter their 
fire, and the movement is always pushing ahead. 

I attended the meeting in Finsbury Park. Geo. 
Ward was chairman, E. Calvert the lecturer. Mr. 
Calvert is by occupation a cabman ; he is now nearly 
seventy years old, but he is hale and hearty and 
can tackle the orthodox with youthful vim. Forty- 
eight years he has been in this work without miss- 
ing an appointment, and he intends to keep at it as 
long as he livs. That is the backbone of the Eng- 
lish Freethinker. Discussion being invited at these 
meetings, a slim young fellow—a schoolmaster— 
arose to correct some references to Lecky, and he 
in turn was corrected by Forder, who knows Lecky 
by heart. Forder in reply made one of his vehe- 
ment speeches, which fairly caught the crowd and 
left his opponent to recover himself as best he 
might by next Sunday morning, when he was in- 
vited to bring what he denominated his “ valuable 
edition" of Lecky and demonstrate the accuracy of 
his quotations. It was an interesting wave of de- 
bate, and I was pleased with Forder’s impetuous 
style and mastery of historic detail and also with 
Calvert's quaint but charming manner of hitting 
orthodoxy with mother wit and practical learning ; 
while Ward, the chairman, understood the art of 
smoothing the ruffled feathers of bigotry and keep- 
ing it to civilized decency. Sometimes, however, 
the wild-beast nature bursts forth and a riot is 
hardly avoided. Miss Mary Robins, at one of these 
brutal occurrences, received a blow in the breast 
from the effects of which she ultimately died, a 
martyr to Freethought. All honor to her memory! 

Sunday evening I lectured at Camberwell. I had 
& full house and an enthusiastic reception. Robert 
Forder presided and made the opening address, 
which heralded a most generous welcome. After 
the lecture, which was on “The Bible and Modern 
Thought,” Mr. Engstrom, secretary of the Chris- 
tian Evidence Society, endeavored to make a reply. 
He, however, practically abandoned the real ortho- 
dox ground and placed himself in a somewhat 
advanced and Freethought position, denying that 
the Bible was in its totality a revelation from God, 
and affirming that it simply contained a revelation 
which we were to discover by the operation of 
the holy spirit and the love of Jesus. He also said 
that Calvinism was not the real Christian religion. 
I replied by showing that if Christianity had any 
intellectual doctrin whatsoever it must be Calvin- 
ism, and that if the Bible in its totality was not a 
revelation, then it could not be any revelation at all; 
for the moment the Bible ceases to be an infallible 
book, and becomes in any way amenable to human 
reason, then the human reason becomes the master 
of the situation, and revelation is simply what rea- 
son dictates. 

In every way I was pleased with the Camberwell 
meeting, and the splendid support of the friends 
who labor here. Saladin was at this lecture, and I 
walked home with him, and made the acquaintance 
of his wife, and took supper at his genial table. 
We talked philosophy and poetry. Saladin is not 
in the organized Secular movement of England, and 


his philosophy really-prevents him from hearty co- 
operation. He is an Agnostic intellectually, but in 
his heart he has strong leaning toward a sort of 
transcendental pantheism, which Spencer’s doctrin 
of the Unknowable logically permits. Saladin’s po- 
etic nature urges him to an ideal view of human 
destiny, and he does not like to surrender the 
glorious inspirations of a life surpassing the bounds 
of this earthly existence. Saladin is a poet in the 
very fiber of his being, and with a poet’s soul he 
would leap beyond “the flaming bounds of space 
and time.” He is intensely anti-theological, as every 
poetical nature must be, for there never-was and 
never will be any poetry in theology, but in the 
realms of philosophy Saladin would go somewhat 
beyond the data of science; he would revel in what 
Tyndall calls the “scientific imagination.” Science 
deals only with phenomena, but Saladin would go 
beyond the phenomena to the noumenon, and if we 
allow the noumenon, then we are left logically free, 
as Spencer affirms, to make it physical or material, 
and of course the poetic fervors of Saladin incline 
him to the physical noumenon, and in this he is 
Spencerian and not Positivist. I do not quarrel 
with Saladin’s ideal philosophy, for I like his po- 
etry. He has the genuin fire, and he uses it most 
effectually in his anti-theological arguments. He 
pours the sparkling batteries of his thought with 
destructiv brilliancy upon “God and his Bible” and 
all the old time superstitions and horror. I pre- 
sume it is best that he labor in his own individual 
way in harmony with the peculiarities of his imag- 
inativ genius. As a poet we must judge him even 
in his prose. He was born to poetry, and its red 
blood beats in heart and brain. He realizes the 
glory of the past, and hopes for an ampler life than 
this world now affords. He has the poetic writings 
of Burns by heart, and if every rhythmic word of 
the great bard were now destroyed, Saladin could 
restore the poet’s glowing utterances out of his own 
motory. So Sunday passed—a rich and happy 
ay. 

Monday evening, May 18th, after my day's work 
of writing the first part of News and Notes, at the 
restaurant, while taking dinner, I happened to meet 
Prof. Edwin Johnson, whom I had not seen before, 
but knew by reputation. He is author of “A Study 
of Christian Origins,” “The Rise of Christendom,” 
and ‘The Pauline Epistles.” He is a man of mar- 
velous erudition. His books are remarkable. His 
theory is that all the Christian Bible documents, 
together with soine of the “ancient classics," were 
forged about four hundred years ago. This may 
seem, at first note, a preposterous assertion, but it 
is well worth looking into. “ History,” says Wen- 
dell Phillips, “is a great lie." Ishould not be at 
all astonished if Professor Johnson had hit some 
historic lies. I can’t accept his theory altogether. 
Still there are some good points, and the student 
should become acquainted with them. It is scarcely 
possible for one to realize the dense ignorance of our 
fathers four hundred years ago, and how easily they 
were gulled. The gullibility of the human race is 
amazing, and Professor Johnson has furnished in- 
stances of this. I had the pleasure of taking din- 
ner with him and making the acquaintance of Mrs. 
Johnson. I hope for further intercourse with this 
scholarly philosopher, who has startled the literary 
and theological world with a bombshell of such 
explosiv quality. I hav no doubt it will throw 
some light on the darkness of the credulous past. 

While finishing these notes Charles Watts arrives 
from Glasgow, where he has been making a brilliant 
campaign. I rejoice to meet him. To recruit our 
exhausted energies we mount one of the big omni- 
buses and take a long journey through Regent 
street, and other thoroughfares, and gaze upon the 
most fashionable and magnificent portions of Lon- 
don. I guess there is no place where, for three 
pennies, you can take such a ponderous ride and 
see such innumerable aspects as in London. A day 
on top of the coaches is a most animating adven- 
ture. No theater can equal the show. 

After this breezy journey we take supper together 
with Mrs. Watts, and old times in America are re- 
vived. ; 

To-day we go to Derby, where Foote debates. I 
shall write this up for next week. 

May 15, 295. SaĮmueL P. Pornam. 
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Saladin and the Secular Pilgrim. 
From the Agnostte Journal. 

Last Sunday evening the Freethought hall, Cam- 
berwell, was filled to its full capacity by an expect- 
ant audience. The American orator, poet, and 
Freethought historian, whose name heads this mon- 
ograph, had been announced to speak on the anti- 
thetieal subject, “ The Bible and Modern Thought." 
As the lecturer made his appearance he was hailed 
with a long, loud, and straggling volley of hand- 


clapping and heel-thumping—a tradition of the old 
Bradlaugh days. This palmist and pedal demon- ` 
stration a contemporary refers to as “an English 
cheer.” Mr. Putnam is a compactly. built, medium- 
sized man, with just the soupçon of a cleric who 
has been unfrocked for erring, and not on the side 
of austerity; for, truly, his face is merry as well as 
wise. It is muscular as well as mobile. It has ruts 
in it, torn by the harrows of years and care; but 
they are subdued and mellowed with the dimples of 
laughter and evidence of that ripe practical philos- 
ophy which, without much ado, bends fo the fate it 
cannot resist. 

Mr. Putnam, on the platform, takes no. formal 
notice that “Mr. Chairman” is present, or even, 
from the £ s. d. aspect of the thing, the indispensa- 
ble “ladies and gentlemen." He just stands rather 
languidly up, reaches out his right hand, and in 
colloquial voice, but singularly clear articulation, 
glides into his lecture. The lecture itself, on Sun- 
day evening, was in no sense recondite; but it was 
useful as touching the salient points of antitheses 
between the * Hebrew bundle of old clothes” and | 
the triumphs of modern philology and cosmogra- 
phy. And this is as it should be. Lectures such 
as Mr. Putnam delivers are, of course, not for the 
instruction and edification of experts, but to stimu- 
late the thought and inquiry of the wayfaring man, 
and induce him to take a hammer and cold chisel, 
and cut the theological rivets from his limbs and 
hurl them in priestcraft’s face. It is only at wide 
intervals you can catch the Yankee twang in Mr. 
Putnam's delivery; but you ean more frequently 
sniff the special aroma of Yankee humor. 

Although I am, through long custom, involunta- 
rily more of a critic than a mere staple member of 
the audience, one, at least, of our American orator's 
sallies elicited from me a loud guftaw; and a Scot- 
tish laugh is quite as real an entity as “an English 
cheer." The lecturer was speaking of the theories 
of the ancient geographers. The earth was flat; it 
was supported upon the back of an elephant; the 
elephant was supported by the back of a tortoise ; 
the tortoise was supported by the back of Atlas. 
And here ancient cosmography stopped short. It 
could not tell what supported Atlas. But Mr. 
Putnam could—Atlas married a rich wife, and she 
supported him. The audience laughed hilariously. 
The wheeze was smart in itself, and was broached 
with that dry and imperturbable air which can be 
effectivly assumed only by one with the natural 
dash of the comedian in his composition. 

But I liked Mr. Putnam best in his more solemn 
and soul-stirring bursts of indignant declamation. 
He has not the volcanic passion, mighty resonance, 
and intense power of my dear old enemy, the late 
Mr. Bradlaugh, distinctivly the Titan of the plat- 
form ; but his voice is full and effectiv, and in ex- 
cellent disciplin and control; his diction is clear 
and nervous; and he makes his points sharply and 
definitly, without merely outlining them on the one 
hand, or unduly elaborating them on the other. 
His facial expression lends itself readily to dramatic 
light and shade, and his gesticulation is spontane- 
ous and apposit. Mr. Robert Forder made a cour- 
teous and practiced chairman. The Rev. Mr. Eng- 
strom, whom many of my readers will remember as 
fighting with Julian in these columns over Tatian’s 
« Diatessaron,” opposed; but our reverend polemic 
is more effectiv in the press than on the platform. 

Mr. Putnam had been strongly recommended to 
my consideration by my good friend, Eugene M. 
Macdonald, of the New York Trura Sezxer, and 
other American friends; but he is that sort of good 
wine that needs no bush. With a fraternal liking 
for him, I justlinked his arm in mine, and, in the 
commingled moon-light and gas-light, led him off 
to the smithy, and showed him the anvil on which I 
hammer out the hebdomadal “At Randoms.” We 
passed an hour or two together in the happiness 
which is realized only in the social affinity of kin- 
dred spirits. The wide ocean had, all our lives, 
separated genial, kind-hearted, clear headed Samuel 
Putnam and myself; but we had long known and 
recognized each other in that reciprocity of thought 
and aspiration to which continents are no barrier 
and oceans are as nothing. And now we were 
together in the same little book-room. Kings may 
be blest, but we were glorious. And, vowing oft to 
meet again, we shook hands and parted, so as to 
enable our transatlantic brother to keep “ respect- 
able hours” and reach his apartments before “ the 
wee short hour ayont the twal.” SALADIN. 

Tax Trura Szrxrn's offer to send eight copies of 
Paine's “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses Or to one, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best resulis are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 
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capable of every wickedness if he gave in to ‘‘ independ- 
ence,” gradually acquiesced, and the Immortal Declara- 
tion, of which Jefferson was the writer and Paine the real 
author, founded this republic. There is no use in longer 
trying to write the history of the ‘‘ United States of 
America " and yet omitting this evolutional but individ- 
ual factor from which they sprang in name and fact. 
This is the omitted, unwritten chapter in American his- 
tories which makes them all causeless and apocryphal 
as to the real origin of this first republic of equal, inde- 
pendent citizens—each free and equal before the law and 
in his right to do his duty without regard to god or king, 
pope or priest. We may well say that Washington was the 
father of our country, that Franklin was its great diplo- 
mat and philosopher, that Jefferson was its great expo- 
nent and reformer, Hamilton its great administrator and 
organizer; but they would never hav had a country at all 
if Thomas Paine had not first found it and founded it in 
his own soul and then in the hearts and souls of the 
American rebels of 1776. Evolution bids us to go back 
to this initial] germ, the original, first-hand soul of this 
emancipated, fighting Quaker, for the real origin of our 
republic and of all modern republicanism, democracy, 
and popular government in this world. Let us hav no 
more shallow, metaphysical, or theological histories, as 
though this new state of mind originated without any 
germ, or the germ without sufficient evolutionary ante- 
cedents and co-operating conditions and circumstances. 
The republic of, for, and bv the people was a new con- 
ception, which Locke and Vyse in England, Adams and 
Franklin in America, and Voltaire and Rousseau in 
France, had never resched. 

2. The next important step in the founding of this re- 
public was the organization of the Federal goverment for 
general purposes. This was a part of Paine’s original 
conception of ** Continental Legislation," which first ap- 
peared in 1775, in his ‘‘Serious Thought,” and is the 
subject of his fifteenth, the last number of the Crisis, 
which is his farewell address at the close of the war. 
This was the proposal of the Federal Constitution, and 
never was it more effectivly or eloquently projected than 
in this first appeal to the American people to make one 
“nation " of the distracted and wrangling peoples and 
colonies. 

8, But before the people were ripe to act upon this sug- 
gestion and appeal Paine was engaged in England upon a 
still grander conception, as original as our (the first 
secular) republic had been, also the outcome of his en- 
larged, scientized, and humanized Quakerism, that was 
the foundation of **the republic of tne world,” of which 
our republic should be the cornerstone, and the result of 
which should be the final end of tyranny, robbery, 
slavery, war, and conquest. This was the secular form of 
the Quaker’s dream of peace. This became the dream 
and prophecy of this international statesman of the 
people one hundred years ago. His purpose was to 
arouse the people to make their governments republics, 
in order to bring them into a grand republic, a federa- 
tion of the peoples, a parliament of the world. In his 
day he strove to unite America, England, France, Bel- 
gium, and the Low Countries for this purpose. It was 
not then a wild dream. It barely failed of realization. 
But for Napoleon, might it not hav been a fact? For fif- 
teen years, 1787 to 1802, he was in Europe, trying to edu- 
cate the peoples and to mold them into republics for 
this great consummation. Finally, when the reaction had 
set in—of the aristocracy led by Burke in England, of 
Napoleon and the Concordat in France, of the Federal- 
ists and the clergy in America—he then, like the faithfu! 
Abdiel of liberty, republicanism, and peace, sought to 
use the diplomacy of Jefferson to secure a ‘‘maritime 
compact” of Civilization, so that liberty might hav a 
home on the waves of the ocean, even if not a resting- 
place on the land, scarcely a foothold even in his beloved 
America! 

4, The fact that liberty and peace could not be guar- 
anteed by international federation, he saw plainly was 
the result of the religious and industrial subjection of 
the peoples. Before his return to America (1802) he had 
therefore turned the wonderful powers of his heart and 
mind toward the fundamental education and emancipa- 
tion of his fellowmen from religious superstition and 
monopolistic greed. Hence came his last legacies and 
prophecies, the ‘‘Age of Reason” and ‘‘ Agrarian Jus- 
tice,” as the foundations of the Rights of Man and the 
Republic of the World. We hav been too much in the 
habit of thinking of Paine as à man mostly of the past, 
like most of the other great men of his time. But evo- 
lution now teaches us a far different story, lesson, and 
duty. He of all of the men of the Revolutions repre- 
sented and voiced the instinct of the common people for 
their final emancipation. The very titles of his works 
are initiativ battles which the next century must complete 
with victory. Not to see and appreciate, much less to be- 
little, these grand and continuous purposes of this human 


and planetary statesman, proves the critic and detractor 


to be no evolutionary statesman at all, not to hav risen 
into the atmosphere in which Paine lived and by which 
he was inspired. True, he had not all of the learning of 
his, to say nothing of our, time, and he shared the defects 
which the people inherited from a past he wished to re- 
move, but he was the voice of the common people, their 
true prophet, leading them to liberty, science, and hu- 
manity, whereby only their oppression, and consequent 
defects and limitations, can be removed! Right well is it, 
therefore, for political and social evolutionists to gather 
around the grave and monument of Thomas Paine in this 
our national festival of the dead, for consecration is in- 
spiration. To honor the prophet isthe first step toward the 
continuance of his work and purpose. And in that regard 
is there not a duty right here before us—right at hand? 
Tt is evident that Mr. Frazee, the devoted artist who gave 
us this noble monument in 1839, shaped it for, and prob- 
ably meant that it should some day be completed and 
crowned by, a worthy bust of the great liberator. He 
thus left something for us, the next generation, to do, 
and ours is now the happy opportunity. Wilson Mac. 
donald, the distinguished American sculptor, has been 
chosen president of the Paine Historica! Society. Before 
the frosts now settling on his brow can reach his heart— 
before his skilful hand returns to the clay of which it is 
now the creativ master—let us see to it that his heart and 
hand shall make this monument speak to future genera- 
tions the undying messages and purposes of Thomas 


Paine from his present form! Then, as those purposes 
are being realized, the love and gratitude of those gen- 
erations will perhaps repurchase and change these beau- 
tiful fields, once given to him for the defense of liberty, 
into a park and a school devoted to the education of 
youth—where ‘‘ knowledge can unroll her page rich with 
the spoils of time” without being repressed by ‘“‘ chill 
penury,” or, still worse, giving hostages to superstition 
and plutocracy not to use the power gained for liberty, 
truth, and humanity. 

But the greater admonition this occasion brings to us 
is to recall the great soul-quality which was the chief in- 
spiration of our author-hero. In a word, it was inde- 
pendent, earnest, sacrificing devotion to the great cause 
ofhis age, and of our age, the progress and welfare of 
mankind without regard to race or nation, sex or sect. 

This was the great object of his life, aud he was devot- 
edly earnest about it, This was the ground-work of his 
character and career, and it made him independent, self- 
sacrificing, and regardless of social honors or distinc- 
tions Noone could influence him or swerve him from 
the course of truth. The honored guest of Burke, he was 
the first to declare his recreancy as the pensioned advo- 
cate of tyrants; the friend and admirer of Washington, 
he was not silent over the ingratitude that remains the 
greatest spot upon his sun of glory. 

It is that veracious earnestness of Paine that our people 
hav lost—and in the loss of it they are in danger of losing 
all. We hav great need of the revival of that spirit of 
"16. Because Galileo's telescope has knocked out the old 
heaven and theology with its hell, our people are getting 
to be frivolous snobocrats. They seem to think that 
there is nothing to liv for but to **hav a good time” 
by gratifying their appetites, pride, vanities, or idle cu- 
riosity. They need to learn from Paine that the duty of 
inaugurating the terrestrial heaven is a duty more im- 
pressiv and urgent and more difficult to attain than any 
old celestial heaven above the clouds, and that the 
hell of human misery is a reality far more terrible and 
difficult to abolish than the scorching flames of Dante’s 
hell. When I see the indifference of our rising genera- 
tion—how they go for nothing beyond individual gratifi- 
cation of the moment, or waste their lives in faintly grasp- 
ing after the ‘‘ infinit ” or some other of the inanities of 
the metaphysical spookism that science has shown to be 
only the continuance of the childish illusions of the child- 
hood of our race—I sometimes wish that sturdy old 
Jonathan Edwards or the devil would spit them over a 
brimstone hell until they could recover some belief in the 
earnestness of this life. But the better remedy is the 
voice of evolution speaking from the graves of the earnest 
departed who began the great contest against the cruel- 
ties, the miseries, the windy inanities of our modern, 
practical hell. The earnestness and value of this life and 
its unceasing consequences, was the constant inspiration 
and lesson of Paine and his fellow Revolutionists. 

5. Nor less, and asa consequence, do they call us to 
untiring work and industry; and, if need be, sacrifice. 
In the advauce toward the higher and better state of ex- 
istence the human will isa mighty factor. Evolution is 
dumb and blind; the human mind is the supplement and 
complement of the laws of nature, using them for human 
ends. The great revolutionists felt this all-important 
truth. We are forgetting it in becoming thoughtless 
evolutionists. Paine never ceased his work—‘‘ Without 
haste, without rest," seems to hav been the habit of his 
life, Yet in all he was the most practical of the reform- 
ers of his time. He was a constitutiona! republican, who 
did not believe with the Jacobins that **the Revolution” 
conld run a government, nor with the Federalists that the 
** Republic” must be run by a mob or ‘‘ consensus of the 
competent " because the people **could not be trusted.” 
The persevering expansion of the sentiments and purposes 
of the real founder of this Republic is the only means by 
which it can be preserved, and a government of, for, and 
by the people be secured to the human race. Paine’s 
appeal, like that of Lincoln, was to the plain people, and 
to them he must be used as a prophet, for him they never 
fail to understand, For them, as he says, he dipped his 
pen into his own heart. 

6. This brings up the faith, the final great soul-quality 
for which this revolutionist and prophet should stand in 
this generation. If ever a man had reason to despair of 
the consummation of his great purposes Paine should 
hav closed his political career without a hope. Every- 
thing he had tried to do had been misunderstood, 
thwarted, and apparently defeated. His old personal ac- 
quaintances and hoped-for co-operators had gone over to 
the cause of reaction, How could the old man sit and 
think how he had grasped the hands of Burke, Bona- 
parte, and Hamilton as his great friends and sustainers, 
and not despair? Yet this change of the instruments of 
the present only led him to plow deeper for the future. 
He saw that the people were not ready. The Age of 
Reason and Agrarian and Industrial Justice did not exist 
for them. Some other time they would learn, for he 
would begin to spread the seed far and wide, then sink to 
his rest in the hope and belief that ‘‘ the Religion of Hu- 
manity," which he was the first to name, would finally 
replace the religion of gods and devils and inhumanity 
against which he had striven. 

This was his sublime faith. At bottom Thomas Paine 
was a profoundly religious man, perhaps the most relig- 
ious of his day. His God was nature, the beneficent 
order of the world; his Christ was humanity evolving on- 
ward in the making of a terrestrial heaven based upon 
that order. This very object of itself secures his and the 
salvation of all those who work for it; for is it not the 
**kingdom of heaven" already ‘‘ within you?" Toward 
the realization of this supreme object of human life the 
eareer of Thomas Paine was devoted; the steps which he 
urged and participated in are found to hav been true and 
durable; the means and soul-qualities he illastrated and 
used are those by and upon which the victory is to be 
won. This is plainly the verdict of evolution and human 
progress. The battle is still on—after a hundred years 
it is being renewed nearly where he left it. He who 
wrote the '* Crisis" by the campfires of Valley Forge asks 
from this monument: Can you do nothing but dream as 
a sunshine patriot over the issues upon which the higher 
hopos or our country and the world hang for their com- 
pletion? 


Henry Rowley, who is always warmly welcomed 
by all who hav previously had the pleasure of lis- 
tening to him, was the next speaker. He said: 


* Mz. CnarguaN AND F'ürgNDs: May I ask you why 
are we here? What is the real purpose of this 
demonstration? Shall you be ashamed to-morrow 
of the thing you hav done thisday? If your names 
should appear in to-morrow’s papers as being pres- 
ent at this meeting, will you attempt to excuse 
yourselvs on the ground that you happened to be 
passing this spot and merely stopped to listen to 
one or two of the speeches, and that you hav no 
Special interest in the theories of the author of 
‘Common Sense’ and the ‘Age of Reason? I 
sincerely trust no person here will take such a po- 
sition. Let us own up, friends, honestly, before the 
world that we are not ashamed of Thomas Paine, 
and strive earnestly to disseminate, throughout the 
world, the truth regarding him and the part he 
played in the great drama of human emancipation. 

* Why do we honor Paine? Because he tried to 
tell the truth concerning vested interests and en- 
trenched authority. Few men hav the faculty of 
directness of speech. Most men use words to con- 
ceal their thoughts. If you want to express your 
thoughts against existing ecclesiastical institutions, 
and, at the same time, preserve your reputation, 
you must do it in a way that no one can under- 
stand. Be technical and abstruse. Be mysterious 
and inconsequential, and the clergy will smile at 
your impotence. Paine did not follow this method. 
He wanted to be understood, and he wanted the 
common people to understand the bases of king- 
craft and priestcraft. 

“Therein lies hie great sin. He said that ‘one 
honest man is of more value to society than all the 
crowned ruffians that ever lived.’ Every man can 
understand that. There’s no beating about the 
bush. The truth contained in the remark strikes 
the mind with lightning rapidity and illumins the 
whole question. Do you believe this? You do. 
Then let us be honest and truthful ourselvs and 
endeavor to increase the race of honest men, for in 
& community of honesty there is no room for 
crowned villainy. 

*Paine's mind was intensely logical, and he 
pushed every principle to its full conclusion. He 
knew that the crown and the miter were twins, that 
the church and the throne were in partnership to 
subjugate the human family, and that to destroy 
the one and leave the other in possession was use-. 
less. So he said: * One schoolmaster did more use- 
ful work than all the priests that ever lived.’ Do 
you believe this? Then we must decrease the num- 
ber of priests and increase the number of school- 
masters. The churches must go and the school- 
houses take their places. 

* We honor Paine because he was great—great 
in the full sense of the term. Colonel Ingersoll, 
whose presence and eloquence we miss to-day, has 
given usa definition of a great man. He says: 
‘A great man adds to the sum of knowledge, ex- 
tends the horizon of thought, releases souls from 
the Bastile of fear, crosses unknown and mysteri- 
ous seas, givs new islands and new continents to 
the domain of thought, new constellations to the 
firmament of mind. A great man does not seek 
applause or place; he seeks for truth; he seeks the 
road to happiness, and what he ascertains he givs 
to others. A great man throws pearls before 
swine, and the swine are sometimes changed to 
men. If the great had always kept their pearls, 
vast multitudes would be barbarians now. A great 
man is a torch in the darkness, a beacon in super- 
stition’s night, an inspiration and a prophecy.’ 

* Read the life of Paine and you will find that 
this is not only a definition of a great man but an 
epitome of Paines work. He was singularly un- 
selfish—seeking neither applause nor place—always 
devoted to the principle of human liberty. For 
years he cast the pearls of his genius before the 
world. He had no sooner discovered a new prin- 
ciple, or, to be more correct, a practical plan to ap- 
ply a principle to human society, than he hastened 
to announce it to the world. His mind was an im- 
mense storehouse of facts and wisdom which he 
scattered with profusion. He was a torch in the ' 
darkness, and when that darkness was most in- 
tense his torch alone shone with a clear and steady 
brightness.” 

Wilson Macdonald, introduced as a veteran of 
the Manhattan Liberal Club, said that Paine would 
take his place in history beside Washington, Jeffer- 
son, and Franklin. Bulwer-Lytton undoubtedly 
had Paine in mind when he put into the mouth of 
Richelieu the now famous words: 

Beneath the rule of men entirely great 

The pen is mightier than the sword, 
for surely no other pen ever accomplished such re- 
sults as that of the Author-Hero, which should be 
preserved in the national museum with the sword 
of Washington. Paine was generous as well as 
otherwise great; he gave his own salary and started 
a subscription that resulted in the raising of three 
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hundred thousand pounds for the support of the 
federal army. Mr. Macdonald told the audience 
that he had attended the birthday celebrations of 
Thomas Paine for just one-half a century. 

Mr. Augustus Watters, of Newark, author of a 
thoughtful little volume—“ The New Age of Rea- 
son "—reviewed in this paper last year, wished to 
bear testimony to the humanitarian side of Paine’s- 
character. Paine was a man of the profoundest 
tenderness of heart; he could never hav endured 
seeing all these people standing through the long 
exercises of this day, and he, the speaker, would for 
the same reason cut his remarks off very short. It 
was the greatest shame that our government allowed 
Paine to lie for eleven months in the prison of the 
Luxembourg, every day in danger of death the next 
hour. Paine wanted to make all the slaves free, he 
wanted to incorporate a provision to that effect in 
the Oonstitution, but his humanity and wise states- 
manship were voted out by those interested in the 
peculiar institution. If. Paine had been heeded we 
should hav been spared all the frightful pain and 
loss caused by the slaveholder’s rebellion, and all 
the terrible cost and demoralization that still follow 
in its wake. 

Mr. Joseph Warwick, of Brooklyn, pointed out the 
cause of Paine’s imprisonment. Gouverneur Mor- 
ris was minister from the new republic to France, 
and he hated Paine. There was no charge made 
against the author of “ The Rights of Man.” Mor- 
ris could easily hav procured his release, but in- 
stead he tried to blacken his character to the home 
government, and probably conspired against him 
with his French enemies. Paine had the best of 
reasons for expecting that each day would be his 
last, but under this great stress of circumstances 
he wrote the first part of the marvelous critical 
work, “The Age of Reason,” and with no copy of 
the Bible to which to refer. James Monroe suc- 
ceeded Morris as minister to France, and Paine was 
released as an American citizen. Morris went to 
London and joined all the reactionary societies, 
working against Paine’s reformatory ideas. “A 
viler man never trod the soil of America than 
Gouverneur Morris,” Mr. Warwick emphatically 
affirmed. Still Paine harbored no ill-will toward 
him, sought no revenge. [It is clear, however, that 
he never fully sounded the depths of Morris’s 
depravity—never understood how the representativ 
of his country had schemed against him.] Mr. 
Warwick is of the opinion that in some instances 
Paine * was a little too soft on his enemies.” «I 
would hav gone to Gouverneur Morris and made 
life hot for him, and I don’t think I would hav been 
any the worse for it either.” After all, though, Mr. 
Warwick concluded that we all respect and love 
Paine because he did 207 seek vengeance. 

After an oration by Rev. Henry Frank, Henry 
Rowley read this letter from Rev. F. E. Mason: 

Bnooxzrs, N. Y., May 29, 1895. 

Mr. Rowrey, President of Brooklyn Philosophical So- 
ciety, My Dear Sir and Friends: Circumstances hay 
prevented my taking part in the Paine celebration to- 
day. I deeply regret not being present, and appreciate 
you kind invitation to join with you. 

The world is slowly but surely awakening to the ‘‘ age 
of reason." With it comes man’s independence. Eccle- 
siasticism has almost reached the end of its tether. The 
era of independent thought is imminent. 

Religions hav succeeded in erecting a tower of Babel 
which has ended in a confusion of tongues. They hay 
severed human interests, and hav provoked needless dis- 
cord. A retrospectiv glance down the vistas of time dis- 
closes the fact that religions hav been a detriment to man. 
They hav retarded his advancement and minimized his 
possibilities. I firmly believe that every interloping 
messiah, prophet, redeemer, and savior that the world 
has ever delineated must be eliminated from human 
consciousness before man can gain his independence. 
Man himself must occupy the position ascribed to them. 
Intelligence is the only savior of the world. Ignorance 
is the only devil. 

I consider the words of Thomas Paine: ‘‘ The world is 
my country; to do good, my religion,” the most sublime 
ever uttered by man. What altruism! By whom hav 
these words been excelled? Pat me on record as saying, 
They must stand at the head of every reform; they sound 
the death-knell of every religion. Religions would be 
superfluous were men to follow such instruction. And 
Thomas Paine is declared an Infidel! It is too absurd to 
be ridiculous. What is an Infidel, one who does not be- 
lieve in God, or one who does not believe in somebody’s 
else god? Why, the latter, of course. Thomas Paine's 
conception of God was so magnificently grand that there 
was nothing large enough in the universe by which to 
measure him, and he was repudiated because he didn’t 
make a dwarf of him. The man who delineates God 
simply makes a mental idol and transforms himself into 
an ecclesiastical pigmy. Thomas Paine preferred to re- 
main a man. 

Would that all men were the same kind of an Infidel as 
was Thomas Paine! How could a man with such expanse 
of mind curtail it to fit religious dogmas? It is impos- 
sible to put a quart of brains into an ecclesiastical pint 
measure. They slop over. 

The mind of Thomas Paine still livs. It is ours to- 
day. It is your place to revive it that the same mind may 
be in others that was also in him. It is the leaven that 
shall leaven the lump of human consciousness until man 
is utterly resurrected from the tomb of traditionalism 
and is no longer & vassal to the dead past nor a pensioner 
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upon a vacuous future. 
redeem him. 

We tend toward the Utopia to which Thomas Paine 
pointed. It flows with the milk and the honey of reason. 
May we reach it, is all I ask. Independence is man's 
birthright. So long as man continues. to pay the pope, 
the priest, and the pastor to do his thinking, so long will 
he remain a slave. I am with you in mind, and mind is 
the motiy power of the universe. Teach people to exer- 
cise it by thinking for themselvs, and you will make 
them sovereigns over the world. “This was the mission 
of Thomas Paine. It is our prerogativ to embody his 
mind that humanity may be redeemed from the tyranny 
of the dead, and the despotism of ignorance. 

Cordially yours, Frank E, Mason. 

After the discussion of some business matters, 
part of the audience immediately returned to their 
respectiv homes, while the others first paid a visit 
to the Paine Homestead. 

At the suggestion of Mr. John Scott, of North- 
port, Long Island, who headed the list with his 
contribution, a subscription was opened for the 
bronze bust, and before the assemblage dispersed 
sums aggregating $200 had been subscribed. The 
cost of the work is estimated at $2,000. Secretary 
Thomas Duntze of the Brooklyn Philosophical So- 
ciety reports that the subscriptions came in so fast 
that it was impossible to record all the names ac- 
curately. Following are the donors: 


John Scott, $1; Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., $50; Dr. E. B, 
Foote, Jr., $50; Mrs. Eliza B. Burnz, $5; Sturdy Friend, 
$1; —— Leforte, $1; —— Cupler, $1; Henry Stone, $1; 
Friend, $1; —— Volekner, $1; J. R. Macdonald, $1; 
—— Curtiss, $5; Prof. D. T. Ames, $2; P. H. Wenz, $2; 
Unknown, 2; Henry Frank, $2; —— Hickling, $1: Chas. 
H. Delano, $2; —— Bamforth, $1; Beryison, $1; 
R. B. Ivins, $1; Mrs, E. M. Macdonald, $1; L. D. Crine, 
$25; T. B. Wakeman, $5; Ad. Ferris $5; Channing 
Burnz, $10; —— Tooker, $1; Mrs. Blood, $1; N. F. 
j Griswold, $20. 

Until further arrangements can be made a com- 
mittee of three hav charge of the subscriptions, the 
members being Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 120 Lexington 
avenue, New York; Henry Rowley, 251 Oarlton 
avenue, Brooklyn, and Thomas Duntze, 24 Stock- 
holm street, Brooklyn. Those desiring to contrib- 
ute may address either of the above. 


Find the man in man, and you 


` 


Observations. 


Rational interpretation of the scriptures is pro- 
gressing by means of long leaps in these so-called 
fin de siecle days. The parable of the ten virgins, 
in Matthew xxv, long since got frayed at the edges 
by centuries of use as a reminder of the necessity 
of salting down a large supply of faith against the 
last day, but an illustration in Sunday's Herald 
givs the narrativ a new and up-to-date outfit. To 
the gaze of modern criticism it is revealed that the 
ten alleged virgins started for the wedding on bicy- 
cles; also, that five of them neglected to put kero- 
sene in their lamps, which went ont, and the girls 
were arrested by a minion of the law for riding 
after dark without a light. 


It begins to look as though readers interested in 
Mr. S. P. Putnam’s experience with the “English 
cheer" would hav to hear one before they can enjoy 
settled convictions about the nature of that form 
of demonstration. Saladin of the Agnostic Journal 
speaks of it as “a long, loud, and straggling volley 
of hand-clapping and heel-thumping,” which is a 
good enough description of the American way of 
applauding, except among our German citizens, who 
remove their cigars and emit the syllable “Hoch!” 
direct from the liver. My impression of the Eng- 
lish cheer was that it included “Bravo!” uttered 
with some stress of voice. Scotch cheer is said to 
be distinguished by a somewhat smoky though not 
unpalatable flavor. 

The tribute of “singularly clear articulation” 
which Saladin pays to the Secular Pilgrim must be 
gratifying, although it is merited, for in enunciation 
and orthoépy our representativ has few equals. To 
hav won such praise from a scholarly subject of the 
queen of England, and to hav sent a joke through 
the armor of Scotch gravity, all in one day, will be 
recalled by Mr. Putnam, I fancy, as among the 
moat notable of his oratorical feats. 


When the subscription for the Paine bust is 
closed I hope that enough funds will hav been 
raised to quiet the title to the lot on which the 
monument stands. On second thought, it may be 
even more important that the lot should be ac- 
quired than that the monument should be surmount- 
ed with a Bust. The ground belongs to nobody in 
particular. It is not claimed by the owner of the 
farm, but he is a man well along in years; at his 
death the estate is liable to division, and his suc- 
cessor, especially if he happens to be pious, may 
take a different view. The good people who assem- 
bled about the monument on Decoration day were 
really trespassing, though they meant no offense, 
Whether there is anything to prevent some future 
owner of the farm from excluding Paine’s admirer’s 
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from the premises, or even removing the monument, 
would hav to be settled in court, where those who 
now contribute toward the contemplated bronze 
would hav no special standing. Beyond keeping 
the monument and wall in repair, the outlay of 
a large sum of money by Liberals on property they 
do not own and cannot control or protect, seems im- 
prudent. The application of a few hundred dollars 
to the acquisition of the lot, its ownership to be 
vested in some incorporated society or company 
and surrounding the ground with an iron fence of» 
appropriate hight and stability, would seem to be 
a proper initial step toward crowning the monu- 
ment with a valuable Bust. 

The Church. Union, a religious paper with head- 
quarters in New York, has been excluded from the 
mails for running a lottery scheme. This is alto- 
gether surprising, for the editor and proprietor of 
the sheet is none other than Mrs. Elizabeth Gran- 
nis, the all-round reformer who gained some noto- 
riety not long ago by rushing a crusade against 
living pictures and low-necked dresses. Mr. Gran- 
nis protests that there was nothing immoral about 
her lottery, and she is probably right, but the ladies 
whose display of sinus she criticised may say with 
truth that their low-necksexhibition was equally 
harmless. Responding to popular demand, the 
Hon. Mr. Hoar of Massachusetts and the Hon. Mr. 
Gorham of Maryland, who were instrumental in 
spreading this lottery net, should tell what they 
think of the fish they hav caught in it. 


After duly wrestling in prayer, weeping for a 
season, and petitioning the throne of grace for wis- 
dom which they should hav acquired at a woman’s 
school, the members of the general assembly of the 
Presbyterian church resolved that they would ex- 
clude from the ministry all students of Union 
Theological Seminary, where the enlightened Dr. 
Briggs is a professor. The young men who hav 
provided themselvs with a stock of Oalvinistic the- 
ology, modified by the higher criticism which proves 
it to be a humbug, and who now find the way to 
the Presbyterian pulpit too narrow for their load, 
are in a fix something like Robinson Orusoe’s when 
he had finished his boat and discovered that there 
was a hill between him and the ocean. Still, Dr. 
Briggs's pupils do nof necessarily hav to launch 
their craft in Presbyterian waters, for the sea of 
Rationalism is a big one, and its waves come pretty 
near to the foundations of the Union Theological 
Seminary. This way, boys! 


The Mexican minister at Washington, Sefior Ro- 
mero, has contributed to the North American 
Review an article on the finances of his country 
that will anguish the hearts of our gold monomet- 
alists. Mexico has silver dollars, and to that fact 
Señor Romero attributes, to a large extent, its in- 
creasing prosperity. The obstinate refusal of other 
countries to take silver dollars for what they are 
worth, in exchange for products, stimulates home 
manufactures, which are building up in a gratifying 
manner. Not only that, but some manufacturers 
from the United States are removing their plants 
to Mexico. As a consequence, labor finds employ- 
ment and there are no strikes, the tendency of 
wages being toincrease. Mining is lively, the banks 
are flush, the circulation is activ, and nobody is idle 
who wants to work. Coming from a scrub republic 
like Mexico, Señor Romero does not presume to 
comment on the monetary question confronting the 
people of the United States, but he is as earnest a 
defender of silver for his country as the average 
Englishman is cf free trade for Great Britain. If 
our goldbugs’ heads are level, they will not delay 
sending Eli Perkins to Mexico as a correspondent 
for the capitalistic press. There are going to be big 
openings on both sides for liars in the approaching 
campaign, and the side that has the most talented 
one will stand the best chance to win. 


During the past winter somebody unearthed 
“fresh evidence" that the “Junius Letters" were 
written by Sir Philip Francis. The said evidencé 
was accepted as conclusiv, and stock in W. H. Burr’s 
theory that Thomas Paine wrote the Junius phi- 
lippics found few takers atany price. Now a writer 
to a London magazine produces a letter by Junio: 
written when Francis had been five months absen| 
from England, and dealing with events of which he 
could hav known nothing, as he was in India. That 
lets Sir Philip out, and unless an alibi can be proved 
for Paine, Colonel Burr's client is not yet acquitted. 
Whatever the verdict, Mr. Burr has the opposing 
counsel in a hole, and his forbearance in not taking 
advantage of his present opportunity to show a cer: 
tain Chicago editor the folly of overflowing his 
banks without due deliberation, is more than ad. 
mirable—it is beatific. Gzo. E. Maopewai a 
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betters of (Rriends. 


And Still They Come for the Book. 
Lrrrn& Farcs, N. Y., May 24, 1895. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find $3, 
for one year's subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. W. A, ROULETTE. 


WxxonE, NeB., May 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosad find $3, for which 
send me Tue Trura Szexer and the 
** Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Yours truly, Wu. B. ALLEN. 


Harwoop Mines, Pa., May 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed find $4.50 for six 
months’ subscription for myself, and a new 
subscription one year for Mr. J. Harry 
Silverman. Please send the ‘‘Freethink- 
er’s Pictorial Text-Book" to my address. 
I think I will soon be able to get some 

more new subscribers. M.J. PALINEAS. 


Erxma, N. Y., May 18, 1895. 
Mr. Enprror: I received a sample copy 
of Tue TnurH SEEKER containing a ‘‘ Spe- 
cial New Subscriber Offer” of the paper 
one year and the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book,” both for $3, which you will 
find inclosed. I think that I will be able 
to send you some few subsoribers. 
Yours fraternally, Dr. U. Q. Brox. 


: Gunnison, CoL., May 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed please fiud $3, 
for which please send me THe TRUTH 
SEEKER for one year and the '* Pictorial 
Text-Book.” In these times, when, under 
the guise of patriotism, A. P. As. fight 
` Catholics on account of their religion, it is 
a relief to read your paper. As Americans 
we want to fight al} hypoorits, and at the 

same time we are against persecution. 
Truly yours, L. WEINBERGER 


Worcester, Mass., May 23, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror; Inelosed find $3 for THE 
Truta SEEKER one year, to be sent to 
George H. Noble. 

I hav been lending him my papers, and 
he is very liberal, and when he saw the 
'* Pictorial Text-Book" he thought he 
must hav it. The book came all right 
yesterday, and I am very thankful for it. 

Iam doing all the good I can with what 
material I hav to work with, and I may be 
able to do more in the future; it is very 
much needed in this priest-ridden city. 

Yours ever for the truth, 
Syrtvanus B. Norman. 


Getting Ready for Campaigning. 
Roox Sprinas, Wyo , April 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send eight copies of 
Paine's ‘Age of Reason,” for which you 
will find $1. We hav formed a Free- 
thought society and want these copies for 
missionary work in our town. 
Yours respectfully, Mrs. Zura JONES. 


There’s Hope for Covenanter Land. 

MoDonatp, Pa., May 4, 1895, 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
and one new subscriber, one dozen ‘‘Age 
of Reason,” and one dozen ‘‘Self-Contra- 
dictions.” Apply $1 to the Wise Defense 
Fund, and fifty cents to the Minnesota 

school fight. 

From a friend in darkest Pennsylvania. 

Wm. Prorrs. 


Finds Several Freethinkers. 
CHANDLER, O. T., May 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3, for which 
I wish to hav your paper another year. I 
hav read Tue Trora SEEKER about two 
years, and enjoy it more and more. Iam 
greatly interested in Freethought, and am 
doing all I can to advance its cause. We 
hav a small town here of about twelve 
hundred, and more Freethinkers than I 
ever knew in a place of this size. 
Your truly, ALEX. BISHOP. 


Ready for a Brush. 
i Eyota, Minx., May 5, 295. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $6 to renew 
my subseription and for ''Plain Home 
Talk and Medical Common Sense” and 
the ‘‘Cosmian Hymn-Book.” The books 
you sent are “things of beauty and joys 
forever.” After reading them one cannot 
help feeling well fortified with common 
sense arguments to fight the enemy ina 


word skirmish on any ground he chooses 
Yours for liberty, Mrs. Gxo P. James. 


Will Stick to the End. 

Monreomery, Miss., May 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: At last by dint of much 
toil and perseverance I hav succeeded in 
getting a little money, and hasten to for- 
ward you your dues, with another year’s 
subscription, and am sorry that I cannot 
send for some books, as well as for not 
being able to send something to the Wise 
and Fleckten funds, which I hope to do be- 
fore it is too late. Let me thank you 
for your kindness for what has passed, 
and assure you that I will be with you as 
long as life lasts this old heretic. Wishing 
you and the grand old TRUTH SEEKER 
much success and pleasure, I am yours to 

command, R. R. Parsons. 


Tardy Mail Service Frightened Him. 


Gruman, ILL., May 32, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: My paper did not arrive 
Saturday as usual and I hav felt ever 
since as if I had slipped a cog. Things do 
not go right if I fail to read it, and, asI 
am one of the two thousand or more that 
are back on subscription, I hav thought 
may be you might hav cut my name off, 
which would serve me just right. But I 
want you to put me right on again for two 
years, and be sure to send me last week’s 
and this week’s issue, and please send me 
Ingersoll’s **About the Holy Bible.” 
Those ‘‘Observations” are worth more 
than the price of the paper, and I don’t 
want to miss a single one of Patnam’s let- 

ters. Your truly, H. C. Mosusr. 


He Delights in It. 
Watton, Ind., May 22, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: I inclose to you $3. I 
would hav sent you the order sooner, but 
I hav been sick the last year and was not 
expected to liv. I am now somewhat bet- 
ter. I hav passed my seventy-eighth mile 
post. 

I send you one year's subscription, 
though I may hav to pass away soon. 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER is the delight of my 
life. I inclose to you my card, of which I 
hav had 1,000 printed every year for the 
last twelve years. 

Fare you well for the present, 
D. ENGLER. 

This is the unique cerd: 


Engler house, Temple of Science and 
Hotel. Class meeting st all hours. Now 
in the Holy Land. Good accommodations 
for travelers, David Engler, proprietor, 
Walton, Ind. 

There is a bell on the Engler House 

Which rings for a noble cause; 

Its tones go forth for one aud all, 

To teach science, truth, and virtue's 

laws. 

Let there be free schools without creed 
or sect, based on the teaching of science 
and truth. 


Knows the Need of Prompt Payments. 
De Royrter, N. Y., May 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I notice by the tab that 
for a week or two I hav been reading your 
TRUTH SEEKER; and, as I insist that all of 
my subscribers pay the cash promptly in 
advance, it strikes me that I should take 
the same medicin, so I send you a renewal. 
I also take pleasure in handing you a 
**trial trip" subscription from Hiram 
McClure, who was a reader of your paper 
during the life of its founder, and a regular 
attendant of the meetings of the state as- 
seciation in those early days, 

Franklin Steiner gave us a splendid lect- 
urea short time since. We made a big 
effort to get the people out, and a good 
house was the result. Four clergymen 
were present, and two of them found little 
to criticise. The Methodist Episcopal 
dominie answered him the next Sunday 
but one. I published his sermon, to which 
Mr. Steiner replied through the paper, 
and there it ended. One round is all the 
average clergyman will stand up and re- 
ceive. Mr. Steiner is indeed an able 
speaker, and we feel that the cause of hu- 
manity was advanced by his visit. 

With best wishes for Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
I an, Yours, eto., W. W. Ames. 


Approximately Thirty-Two Per Cent. 
ATLANTA, Ga., May 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $1.80, for 
which please send me a copy of the Ko- 
ran; Tug Teura SEEKER for three months, 
and three copies of ‘‘ Bible Against Itself.” 


I would be glad if you would giv me the 
figures as to the number of inhabitants on 
the globe, and what per cent of them are 
Christians. You can do this through the 
paper if you like, I saw an account pub- 
lished by a Methodist paper claiming that 
out of 1,400,000,000 in the world, the 
Christians t ad two-thirds of that number. 
I am well pleased with the ‘‘Age of Rea- 
son.” Respectfully, W. R. Ray. 

[The Methodist editor drew on his vivid 
imagination for his facts. 'The Quarterly 
of the American Statistical Association for 
March, 1892, contained the results of the 
investigations of M. Fournier de Flaix, 
showing that out of a total world popula- 
tion of about 1,400,000,000, Christianity 
claimed 447,000,000, or nearly thirty-two 
percent. That is, less than one-third as 
against the two-thirds claimed by the 
Methodist sheet. But this givs the Chris- 
tian church the advantage of including in 
its membership all the Infidels of Europe, 
America, Australasia, and India, and the 
great mass of indifferents in all so-called 
Christian communities, — Ep. T. S.] 


Tar and Feathers vs. Arguments. 
TURNER, Or., May 15, 1895. 

Mr. Enprron: At last, we hav had a new 
sensation in the sleepy priest-ridden little 
village of Turner. We hav had a Free- 
thought lecture here. 

Mrs. Katie Kehm Smith, secretary of 
the Oregon State Secular Union, spoke 
here last night on ‘‘Special Providence 
and the Evolution of the God Idea.” 

She had a fair audience, considering 
the priest-fostered condition here; but 
very few charchites were in attend- 
ance. The lecturer isa little bit of femi- 
nin loveliness, with ‘‘go” and ‘‘ brains” 
enough to endow about forty ordinary 
** preachers,” and is by far the most ac. 
complished elocutionist this place has ever 
heard. It looked very like ‘‘ casting 
pearls before swine” for her to speak 
here; but she did, and the Jesusites are 
all torn up over it. 

One enthusiastic disciple with more re- 
ligion than braius said that she ‘‘ ought to 
be tarred and feathered, by jingo.” And 
he doubtless voiced the secret thought of 
his colleagues. As usual, personal in- 
vectiv and animadversion take the place 
of any effort at reply to argument, but the 
orthodox are not happy. 

One-fourth the effort put forth to build 
up secular churches that is now used to 
sustain orthodox Christianity would soon 
leave the latter far behind, to be eventu- 
ally absorbed altogether. Itis to the in- 
terest of Freethinkers to sustain this move. 
It means better, honester, and more stable 
government and advancing civilization. 

F. S. MATTESON. 
They Wake Him too Early. 
ALBIA, IA., May 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: Why is it that an old 
orgcked cast-iron bell must be rung three 
consecutiv times, and as often disturb the 
peace, before people can remember that 
they are expected to go to church? It 
does not require any of this heathen mon- 
key work to get people to go to a theater. 
There is never any of this switch-engin, 
fire-alarm business when a circus comes to 
town, yet every elder and sister in the 
good cause is always on hand before the 
grand entree. We hav noticed that when- 
ever there is a prize fight, no matter how 
much pains the principals take to keep it 
quiet, there are always enough on hand to 
make the thing pay. No bell is rung to 
call men to a lodge, yet there is generally 
a quorum present. If Mrs. Smith-Jones 
is to giv a 5 o'clock tea one day next week, 
everyone will be there on time, and no 
nerve. shattering, ear-splitting curfew must 
ring to tell them when to take a last look 
in the glass and start. 
that a person who wants to take a little 
rest on Sunday morning—the only time 
that many people hav to rest—must be dis- 
turbed three different times at inconven- 
ient intervals by the discordant clanging 
of three or thirty old pot-metal bells cast 
after the pattern of sixteen centuries ago, 
and paid for by some lottery scheme of the 
faithful? I say why is this? There is no 
reason for it, except that it is customary, 
Let the church bell go along with the 
whipping-post, the rack, the iron maiden, 
the st&ke, and other implements of relig- 
ious torture. FP, F. TINKER. . 


Then why is it. 


What Does Prayer Avail? 
New Brita, Conn., May 21, r.m. 295. 

Mr. Eprron: What is the use of praying 
to God, if there be a God such as Jews and 
Christians claim? That is, admitting for 
the sake of the argument that there isa 
God, and only one God, who is the su- 
preme ruler of the universe, who givs life 
and motion and light and heat (which are 
correlativ forces with electricity) and that 
he (we speak in the masculin gender be- 
cause that is the custom of God worshipers) 
is all-wise and therefore never can err or 
make a mistake in anything he says or 
does, and is possessed of unlimited power 
to do right, and, therefore, will do only 
that which his wisdom directs. If he did 
otherwise it would prove he is not all- wise 
or else his power is limited. Now it is 
taught that he is omniscient and can fore- 
see future events. If thatis so, in conjunc- 
tion with his wisdom and power, I don't 
see how anything can come to pass or 
transpire that he does not wish. And, 
moreover, he must be as represented by 
some true believers, unchangable. But 
man is fallible and liable to err in judg- 
ment (and necessarily in action); then why 
does he try toeither direct or even make a 
rc quest, since he may be asking something 
that could not be granted by God unless 
he is fallible? Nor is this all, for God is 
sure to act just the same whether he is 
prayed to or not, otherwise he is not all- 
wise, or else he is not all-powerful, and 
therefore is not God. You may quote 
from that inspired book and tell me that 
the prayer of the righteous availeth much, 
or many other passages that teach us to 
pray, but still the question arises after 
every quotation, How can God answer 
prayer and yet be the all-wise, all-seeing, 
all-powerful being that we hav been 
taught he is? But to reconcile this dis- 
crepancy is not incumbent upon the Athe- 
ist, because he admits this hypothesis only 
to show the absurdity of the theory, and 
if he was asked to explain these contradic- 
tious he would probably reply that he did 
not hav any evidence that there was such 
8 God nor that he had made a holy revela- 
tion to man, and therefore had probably 
been assuming too much, for such a God 
is unthinkable and therefore the hypothe- 
sis is probably incorrect. And it is unin- 
telligible to say that within a few (or 
many) thousand years, God spoke this 
universe into existence-—‘‘And God said, 
Let there be light, and there was light "— 
and for an eternity previous to that little 
speech, there was nothing but all-wisdom 
and all-power, ‘‘ And darkness was upon 
the face of the deep,” if anyone can tell 
what that means. And if no one can tell 
what it means so that all shall agree, then 
shall all such ambiguous language be called 
revelation? Gzo. F, ELLIOTT. 


He Sees the Danger of Intolerance, 
Sxvnn VALLEY, ARIZ., May 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I perceive in one or more 
of the numbers sent me that you are in 
quest of funds like all the rest of us. I 
hav always been of the opinion that TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER was a big paying institu- 
tion, but I see you hav ‘‘to put on a poor 
month” now and then. 

I send herein $1, in either gold-dust or 
stamps, to continue my subscription after 
the poem deal expires. I thought, then, 
you got it too cheap, but I think now 
that I hav the best of the trade so far, 
even if the coming numbers are blank. 
There hav been some years when I did not 
pull well in what I considered a ‘‘go- 
called” Freethought harness, but since 
reading your paper for some time I think 
you hav put a new collar on me that don't 
chafe and gall, and I feel that I can, will, 
aod must pull, or the '*black-snake"' of 
my conscience will make the fur fly from 
my sinful soul’s hide. 

This language may be a little too figura- 
tiv for you, but I guess your ‘' Observa- 
tionist" will comprehend, for I see he has 
stu.ied Old Saxon English, Hebrew, Chi- 
nook, and the Apocalypse, and, therefore, 
ought to be able to bring an Arkansaw 
preacher’s sermon to the understanding of 
a jack rabbit if need be. But I did not 
mean to take up gpace writing what I hav 
written. I wanted to commend and en- 
courage you for your valiant words in be- 
half of true justice, when you demand 
that the Adventists shall not be perse- 
cuted, but granted their constitutional 


JUNE 8, 1895] 


right; that Catholies shall not be forced to 
hav their children taught anti-Catholic 
doctrins in the schools, and when you 
‘round up” Catholics when they try to 
steal public funds to teach their foolish- 
ness with, you are right again; and when 
you bring up Liberals to the scratch ‘who 
profess illiberal liberality, you are more 
than right—you are bully. It was this 
illiberal liberalism that used to ‘‘ set me 
to bucking and. busted my sinch.” In the 
language of one who could giv even 
George Washington a pointer on good- 
ness, I say : ‘‘ Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant ; inasmuch as thou hast 
been faithful with a few [subscribers] thou 
shalt be ruler over many.” 

If we hav any sense, reformers must 
support their papers. I remember Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. In it the laboring 
people had a champion equal to any. 
They let the paper die; look at their con- 
dition now! So will it ever be. There 
are questions before us that are rapidly 
becoming conditions; we cannot shirk 
them without ruin. It is our duty, if there 
is a spark of courage left, to meet them. 
I say this in the face of the fact that I 
don’t believe in liquor and tobacco in any 
form, and never use them. There are 
some things that are of more moment than 
personal habits, beastly though they be. 
Liberty, equality, and justice before the 
law **for all hands and the cook" first, 
last and all the time. 

Without (the hope of) these life is worth- 
less. AndIam not a suicidist (beg G. E. 
M.'s pardon) either. An exemplary slave 
can be only what his master wills; a 
beastly free man can reform. ` 

I thought I would write only a little 
when I began. I see I hav overdone it. 
“ Diggings” are not the best, and the 
only way I can get back the time I lost on 
this letter is to get Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
outfit to pray for my prosperity, or for 
better eyes and judgment about this gold- 
finding business. Golly! wouldn't it be 
fun to see the heavenly hosts about that 
time! I fear they would forget your 
neighbor, Father Drumgoole, in the ex- 
citement, and not put the necessary virtue 
in his goods that day. H. G. 


Another Woman Crazed by the Bible, 
Person, Ia., May 20, 1895, 

Mr. Eprror: I clip the inclosed letter 
from the Sioux City Daily Journal of the 
17th inst. The journal has the largest 
circulation of any daily in Iowa. Anda 
Christian lady of this town says, ‘‘ No 
doubt hundreds of good people will take 
this all in, as the true solution of the cy- 
clone problem.” You see it is all based on 
the Holy Bible. 

You must understand that the recent 
**twister" in this vicinity was especially 
malevolent, one poor woman being bruised 
almost past recognition, every vestige of 
her clothing stripped from her body, and 
even the flesh torn from her limbs, so that 
they fell from their sockets when the body 
was raised from the ground. 

Mrs. Meech says some people accuse 
God of this diabolica] business. And the 
Methodist preacher of this town says that 
Mrs. Meech, no doubt, has a spite against 
some one whom she wants ‘‘ cut off ;" that 
most of the old-time witch killing was be- 
cause Somebody wanted an enemy put out 
of the way. It may be difficult to deter- 
mine whether Mrs. Meech is a consistent 
Christian or a murderess in embryo. But 
if both hypotheses lead to the same result, 
what difference does it make? In either 
ease, you Eastern people who enjoy the 
rare sport of turning these terrible ‘‘ twist- 
ers ” loose on the unsuspecting West had 
better beware of Mrs. Meech, lest she drop 
down on you unawares, and cut you off 
utterly. Itmay be you did not intend to 
hurt anybody, as Mrs. Meech kindly in- 
timates, but that collusion with the Pres- 
byterian church at Le Roy, Minn., looks 
suspicious, If you did not know the na- 
ture of a “twister,” you knew the nature 
of the Presbyterian church. 

Just the old-fashioned plain cyclone was 
badenough, withoutsteeping itin the witch- 
broth of premeditated Presbyterian vin- 
diotivness, punotuating it with infant 
damnation, and aggravating it with fore- 
ordained devilment. 

Anyway, there seems to be plenty of 
work for Freethinkers yet, whether we 
think of Mrs. Ruth E. Meech, or the 
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Sunday-sehool hot-beds that breed such 
Iunatios, S. F. Benson. 

Postmaster Nash is in receipt of the fol- 
lowing letter, which requires no explana- 
tion or elucidation: 


DzconaAH, May 14, 1895. 

PosrwAsTER— Dear Sir: I hav read 
about the terrible cyclone in your vincin- 
ity. Iam not acquainted with any person; 
I will write to the postmaster. 

I visited Le Roy, Minn., after the cy- 
clone last fall, and told the people of Le 
Roy the cause of cyclones; also offered to 
take part in the work of tracing out the 
cause to the starting place, which I be- 
lieve to be in Canada East. I am a de- 
scendant from two lines of old prophets. 
It has been revealed to me that cyclones 
are caused by the work of witchcraft in 
the northeast. I cannot tell what people 
are practicing those arts till I go and find 
them. I know some of the people south 
of Leroy that are sources for that spirit 
that causes these terrible storms. I be- 
lieve they are innocent of the intention of 
doing harm. Some one East belonging to 
the witchcraft power has married into 
their family, which I believe were asso- 
ciated with the prophets. This witchcraft 
power has got their spiritual bodies under 
control, and they are used as sources 
for the witchcraft spirit. Also the Pres- 
byterian church of Le Roy is controled 
by some power that co-operates with the 
works of the cyclone. To the natural eye 
the church is all right; there is 80 many 
people joined the Presbyterian church 
that are controled by this witchcraft 
power till itis having a sad effect. One of 
the people that is a source for the witch- 
craft spirit livs in Mason City, where 
the cyclone started from last fall The 
other one livs south of Lie Roy somewhere. 

It has been revealed to me the head and 
cause of those terrible storms were in Can- 
ada East. The effects and spirit from the 
works found a source through the Presby- 
terian church of LeRoy, also a few people 
scattered around, some in Dakota. I be- 
lieve all these people came from the north- 
east. I believe this work is associated 
with the old Jesuits that are located in the 
northeast. I could not be sure till I went 
and searched for the head of the stream. 
It was revealed to me there was a living 
spirit maturing from the works of destruc- 
tion. It had the head of a small beast and 
human body. There is two powers, man 
and beast, united inthe work. This living 
spirit represents two powers in one spirit. 
The larger this spirit grows the more pow- 
er cyclones will hav. I told the people of 
LeRoy they would always exist till the 
source for this spirit was traced back to 
the head and causes cnt off. The Bible 
teaches there will be witchcraft in the lat- 
ter day that will be utterly cut off. They 
never will be cut off tili man roots out the 
cause of this destructiv spirit. 

I hav written to many of the churches. 
They, like the people in the days of Noah, 
seem to be quite indifferent. Some of 
them think it is God that is sending these 
storms. The great God always provides 
some way to serve his people if they will 
hav faith to take up the work. I would 
hav to go to LeRoy and examin the Pres- 
byterian church, also hav to go to Canada 
and find the causes. I hav also learned 
ihe dragon has made his way from the 
north into LeRoy, Minn. hav not 
learned that he gets his power through 
powers described or not. I hav offered 
to make the attempt to cut off those pow- 
ers if I can hav my expenses paid and a lit- 
tle besides. I believe the work can never 
be done by any other person. 

Mns. Rura E. Meroug. 


Bible’s God Worse Than Jesse James. 


La Hoyt, Ia., May 6, E.s. 295. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $5, for which 
send me Tum Truta SEEKER another year, 
** Dynamic Theory,” ‘‘All About the Holy 
Bible,” and the ANNUAL. 
` I hav been a member of Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER family for over three years, and I 
ean say that I am much pleased with the 
paper. I admire the sledge. hammer blows 
its writers giv to superstition. I hav been 
a Freethinker nearly all my life, but never 
knew of your paper till a little over three 
years ago. I am s farmer, and was born 
on the farm that I now own. Was raised 
among waving fields of wheat and corn, 
forests, birds, and flowers, and, from a 
close study of nature, became a doubter 
when very young. I did my own thinking; 
did not permit others to think for me. 
Years ago the question arose in my mind, 
Where did God stay before he created 
space? I arrived at the conclusion that 
space always was and always will be; was 
not created, and cannot be destroyed; had 
no beginning and will hav no end; has no 
top, no bottom, no sides, and no corners, 
but extends forever in every direction. 
Reason revolts at the idea of an end to 


sion that the atoms of which all material 
bodies are formed always existed and al- 
ways will exist. ; 

Worlds, and systems of worlds, hav been 
formed from atoms that hav always existed 
somewhere in this boundless space. Is 
there any power outside of nature? The 
person who thinks there is had better first 
find an outside to nature. Nature is con- 
stantly building up, and just as constantly 
tearing down. But there is not so much 
as one atom destroyed. When we put a 
Stick of wood or chunk of coal in thestove 
and burn it, to be sure it is destroyed in 
the form of wood or coal, but the atoms of 
which it was composed exist in other forms; 
they hav not been destroyed. Everything 
that livs dies—animals, plants, trees—all 
die, decompose, and return to their orig- 
inal elementa, or the elements they were 
in at one time (just the same as steam re- 
turns to water), and nature, when she re- 
builds, calls on those elements for material 
from which to reform or rebuild. Without 
decay there could be no growth. We all 
know that there is generation after genera- 
tion on this earth; the new is constantly 
taking the place of the old in vegetable as 
well as in animal life, and as all progressiv 
thinkers admit that there is no power 
known to man that will form sométhing 
from nothing, we are forced to the conclu- 
sion that it is the old that is regenerated 
or reformed. We all know that a few 
short years ago, we did not exist in bodily 
form; but we are satified that we now do 
exist in that form. Where, and in what 
form, were our bodies five hundred years 
ago? Surely the atoms of which our bod- 
ies are formed existed somewhere in earth, 
air, and water. We were in those elements 
atone time; now we are in bodily form. 
Our bodies will return to those elements 
again, and why not to bodily form again. 
Surely what nature has done, she can and 
will do again. 

I will giv a few reasons why I do not 
take any stock in the Christian God or his 
holy word. I cannot worship such a God 
as we read about in Numbers xxxi, or the 
book of Joshua, or any of the other books 
of the old Jewish Bible, for if his own 
word can be relied on he was worse than 
the outlaw Jesse James ever was, for who 
ever heard of the outlaw butchering, or 
giving orders to butcher, innocent mothers 
and babies? In Num. xxxi, 17, 18, the 
Lord commanded Moses to kill all the 
mothers and male babes, and debauch the 
daughters of a certain race of people. 
also gave orders to Moses to kill all the 
kings, burn all the cities, and take all the 
gold, cattle, etc , of the Midianites and giv 
to the priests. The priests then divided 
the plunder and the Lord got 8 share of 
it, even to thirty-and-two of the unmarried 
daughters. Can any sensible person read 
Numbers xxxi and believe it to be the in- 
spired word of a good, just, and merciful 
God? Just think of it—a good, just, mer- 
ciful God here givs orders to Moses to 
burn, kill, steal, and then to divide the 
plunder with himself. 

In Genesis some writer is made to say 
that God created the heavens and the 
earth. I would like to be informed by 
some one as to which one of the man-made 
gods built this great boundless universe, 
Was it the Jewish God of the Old Testa- 
ment, or the half man and half ghost of 
the New? Wasitthe Persian god, or the 
Mohammedan god, or was it John China- 
man’s god, or the unlocated god of nature? 
Some one who was at the creation, I sup- 
pose, kept a record of ali that God was 
doing, or did God keep the record himself? 
If he did, he should hav signed his name 
to it before he passed it down to his chil- 
dren, so that they would know that it was 
genuin. I am satisfied that all gods are 
man-made, that they never existed except 
in the minds of the ignorant and supersti- 
tious and on paper. There has been 8 cer- 
tain class in nearly all ages of the world 
that has been busy making gods, hells, 
and devils, and for what purpose but to 
scare a living out of the credulous and ig- 
norant masses? They go around over the 
country pedling futures of which they 
know nothing, but trade promises of a 
happy life after the people are dead for 
this world’s goods; they are smart enough 
to take their part of the trade here and 
now, in gold dollars, silver dollars, paper 
dollars, gorgeous temples, and fine clothes, 


space. I long ago arrived at the conclu- ! But the poor deluded fellows that they 
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trade with hav to wait till the next world 
for their part of the trade, and yet there 
are thousands with ‘‘wonder’s open 
mouth” ready and waiting to make suck 
foolish trades. I hope I may never be so 
foolish as to giv a minister cool, hard dol- 
dars here and now for his part of the trade, 
and then wait till the next world for my 
part of it. 

Preachers and priests hold up a terrible 
hell before the eyes of the people for the 
purpose of scaring them into the church, 
where they draw their attention up to their 
imaginary Jesus with one hand while, with 
the other hand, they go down into their 
pockets after good hard cash. 

How much better is that way of getting 
money than the way that the highway rob- 
ber gets it—by holding a cocked revolver 
to his victim’s head? In either case there 
is a threat of total destruction in order to 
get money. ` 

Christians profess to love their enemies, 
while, at the same moment, Christians and 
Christian nations are waiting for a ghost 
of an excuse to butcher each other with 
Gatling guns aud canister—yes, force 
even the Infidels to hand over some of 
their hard-earned cash to build great war 
ships and load them down with rapid fire, 
Gatling, and dynamite guns, and other 
instruments of destruction with which 
Christian nations express their love for 
one another. f 
The road over which the church has 
traveled is strewn with the charred bones 
of millions of human beings; this plainly 
shows us how the church has loved her 
enemies. E. E. Warre. 
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QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 
O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 
There is something of * Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 
Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Pocket Theology. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of thes 
logical terms. Prica, 25 cents 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


tions for this Corner should be sent. 


‘* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations , 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


Thy Wandering Boy. 


"Tis years since I hav left thy care 
To brave whate’er my lot might bs; 
With joyful zeal to do and dare 
The world in Jife’s fierce battle fray; 
I left thy side in youthfuljoy,~ 
Thy stalwart, stubborn, hopeful boy. 


When deenens'strife in battle's van, 
The soldier heeds no bngle call; 
So I, urged on*by thoughtless clan. 
Forgot the things that thee appall; 
But I forscok' all reckless joy, 
To fee] myself again thy,boy. 


Now oft the world seems dark and drear, 
I scarcely heed its bitter scorn: 
I feel thy tender love and care 
For me o'er'desert breezes borne; 
I know thy sweet maternal joy 
Will ever 'elaim me?for thy boy. 


Ah, mother, hast thou wondered how 
It came we ne'er again did meet? 
I had no larrels on my brow; 
Could place no trophies at thy feet. 
I cou!d not bring thee hops and joy; 
I stayed thy wand ring, wayward boy. 
H. G. 


—— — 


Somebody Has Blundered. 


In my studies (I am still going to school, 
though fourteen years of age) I hav seen 
it stated that Mount Ararat is 17.000 and 
Mount Everest 29,000 feet in hight. Nat- 
ural history tells me tha at an elevation of 
14,200 feet the temperature of the atmos- 
phere is perpetually freezing. Is not that 
a mistake? How could Noah's Ark rest on 
Ararat if there were 15,000, or even 2,800, 
feet of ice there? Of course, Noah’s God 
eould endow the dove with power to bore 
its way down through such a ‘‘sheet” of 
ice, and dive nearly three miles through 
water to get the olive leaf (olives grow- 
ing in semi-tropieal valleys), then swim 
back, find its hole of egress, climb out, 
and, with a proud obeisance, present the 
leaf to Noah. Olive-trees might bear leaves 
after ten or eleven months’ of frigid sub- 
mersion—perhaps! If the ** Extracts from 
Noah's Log,” in Tue TRUTH SEEKER, by 
Mr. Robertson, be true—and they are, 
doubtless, as well authenticated as are 
scriptures generally—you will excuse my 
**perhaps." I feel sorry the Bible nar- 
rativ did not tell us what became of Noah's 
raven, ‘‘ Perhaps” it flew away to some 
one of the Himalayan peaks not covered 
by the ice, there found coal—there being 
no wood at such an elevation—built a fire, 
warmed its toes, sailed off to China or 
Egypt, where they hav no record of a 
flood, and died happy. 

There are in my school books so many 
passages conflicting with and positivly con- 
tradicting those which I find in the Holy 
Bible that I am mentally bewildered. I 
wish, Miss Wixon, that you would guide 
me out of this wilderness, For instance, 
Bayard Taylor and other travelers say 
that they saw along the river Nile monu- 
ments bearing inscriptions dating back 
from eleven to fourteen thousand years; 
historians gravely declare it as fact that 
the Egyptians hav, or had, an unbroken 
history of their people for 22,000, and the 
**heathen Chinee” for 26,000 years. Ge- 
ologists assert that the various strata of 
earth, of stone, of coal, and of meteoric 
deposition shown by the Grand Canyon of 
Colorado river in Arizona, prove conclu- 
sivly that our globe has had existence for 
more than twenty-one millions of years; 
and then, to cap the climax, astronomers 
emphatically asseverate that there are 
myriads of stars (suns) whose light, dart- 
ing through space with a velocity of 187,- 
000 miles per second, reqnires unknown 
millions of years to reach us! 

Good gracious! Why, my Bible—which 
I was taught in Sunday-school never to 
question—contains no account of anything 
more ancient than six or seven thousand 
years! Is it not thousands to millions that 
somebody has blundered? 

. Yours for truth, Heren Rey Henry. 

Phebus, Va., May 24, 1895. 


(Scholars are aware that the Bible is 


full of errors and mistakes—the blunders 


authority. We admire Helen’s fine mind, 


lead to mental liberty. 


Ep. C. C.] 
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Correspondence. 


New Campari, Kan., May 22, 1895. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: We are having a 
rainless season out here, and everything is 
dry. The oats are all burning up. Yes- 
terday was my brother’s birthday. He is 
three vears old. Our baseball season has 
opened, and I am going to get up a nine. 
My school was out about two months ago. 
We hav about fifty acres of corn, which is 
doing well, considering the weather. 
RxuREN WAKEMAN ABBOTT. 
[We have to take the weather as it 
comes. In New England heavy rains 
threaten to spoil fthe fruit and crops. — 
Ep. C. C.] 


LAL, Ia., May 11, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first letter 
to the Corner. I go to school, and I am 
ten years old. My pa takes Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER and likes it very well. My 
grandpa, F. J. Emery, was a writer for 
this paper when he was alive; he was a 
great worker in the Liberal cause, I study 
reading, spelling, geography, and arith- 
metic, and take music lessons. My music 
teacher is a very pious lady, but does not 
giv me pious lessons. I suppose she sees 
too many Terora SEEKERS in our house. 
enjoyed plaving the mnsic in Tas TRUTH 
SFEER. When Mr. Remsburg lectured 
here we went to hear him and had a good 
time. I wish he would come again. I hav 
only one brother. I like to read the Cor- 
ner, and would be glad to correspond with 
any little writer init. I remain, 

Your friend, EpNA EMERY. 


[Study hard, Edna, and learn all you ean. 
We ean never learn too much of that 
which is good and useful. —E»p. C. C.] 


LawnENCE, Kan., May 20. 295. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I see sunny Kansas 
needs a hearing occasionally, and I take it 
upon myself to be its reporter. Mr. 
John E. Remsburg, the eloquent Liberai 
orator, gave us a treat yesterday in the 
wav of a lecture, entitled ** Church Mo- 
rality,” which was well received by the 
small audience, and was followed bv a 
lively discussion, in which many wide- 
awake people participated. Long may Mr. 
Remsburg liv to spread the light. The 
spread of Liberalism is marked through- 
out the Western country, and a general 
evolution is taking place in religion. The 
activ preacher is busy trying to patch 
up the Bible, and make it readable, in or- 
der to keep a congregation, but one by 
one his flock diminishes; so he loses cour- 
age, and sends for a revivalist to come to 
hie rescue. And then he regains a few for 
the time being, but when the ‘‘ craze,” as it 
might be termed, is over, he loses them 
again, Itis remarkable how few of the ris- 
ing generation hav tried to read the Bible. 
I say tried, because it is a most tedious job, 
but they just take it for granted that since 
their fathers and mothers were Christians, 
it is the right route, and they follow in 
their footsteps. 

Now a few lines about Lawrence. It 
has 12,000 inhabitants, and is the seat of 
Douglas county. It is frequently called 
the Historic City, for the reason that in 
the year 1863 a band of desperadoes, led 
by a man named Quantrell, came from 
Missouri, and burnt the town and killed 
about one hundred and eighty people. On 
the 30th of this month the citizens are 
going to unveil a beautiful monument 
in honor of the slain. 

The state university and Haskell Insti- 
tute are located here. The latter is a train- 
ing school for the Indians, and is sup- 
ported by the government. Atthe present 
time there are about eight hundred pupils. 
They receive a thorough book learning, 
which, combined witha good trade, makes 
them well fitted to compete with their 
fairer brothers. Lawrence has the old 
Swedish windmill as a landmark. It is the 
first thing a traveler sees of Lawrence and 
the last thing. We hav a number of your 
books, namely, ** All in a Lifetime," ** Ap- 
ples of Gold," ‘‘ Children’s Hour," and 
** Right Living," all of which are excel- 
lent and reflect great credit on the 
author. ‘‘ Right Living" 
grand, as it points out the way to liv, and 
if each one would try to follow it, this 
would be a better world. It is, indeed, 


woman. We hay given a copy to the city 
library. Hoping I hav not taken too much 
of your valuable time, I will close, wish- 
ing yourself and the Cornerites prosperity. 
Iam, Your Liberal friend, 
- BLENDA PALM. 

[We areglad you had opportunity to list- 
en to Mr. Remsburg. He is one of the most 
} fearless and noble of Liberal workers. 


of ignorance—and cannot be received as 


and her attainments already show that she 
is on the right road. Study and research 
Follow the light 
of Reason, and you cannot go astray.— 


is especially: 


the work of a truly noble and grand | 


ing letter.— Ep. C. C.] 
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A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
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SYNOPSIS : 
f. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
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Beneficent. . 
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ANNINA IS ISINUIS IIIS 


Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place. N Y. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


Address 


ers. 
Part IIL—Hesearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
Part HELD vadon of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 
Part IV.—Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap 
rs. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 

Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 

COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. New York Citv. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 200. 

Bacon aud Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents. 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnius? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casea, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine, Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junims aud Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 centa. 


Thanks for your appreciation of our work 
and for your most interesting and inspir- 


Don't give 
They are unnec- 
essary when the infant is properly nourished, as 
it will be if brought up on the Gail Borden Eagle 


|J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation 0 
sasunption ‘that the Bible is a divine book of 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s “creation,” and 
“curse,” theologically denominated " ihe f 
Price, 10 cents. 


The Bible Against Ttself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus, A rofnta- 

ion of the assumption that he was & divine 

Hong, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what i ae 

Adar T Y . 
n Lafayette place. New York. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR EH. Moss. 


With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 
CowTrENTS—The Pagan Roots of Christianity’ 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolation 
of the Christian Trinity. (riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Mediey of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley’s '' Evidences of 
Christianity " Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Kise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price. Cleth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THR TROTH SEEKER 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas. touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. Is 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 sents in Raper. 50 centsin cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK2R OO. 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walis of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
Hy L. G REED. 

Price, - - - - 
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16 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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BOOKS BY 
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The Bible of Nature: A Contribution. 

LO the Religion of the Future. Oloth.81. | . 

Fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Jignificance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 


Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, &. e 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
tratedby H. Faber. Oloth in 
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Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 

tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 
Protestant Perseoutions ‘William Cobbett.. 
Questions for Bible Worshipers............... 
The Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. À. O. 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as " Eye-openers,” in doing '' Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 
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They are so low in price that thousands of gen- 
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not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H. Clay 


Blasphemy and the Bible. C B Reynolds..... 


‘ne Book of Esther. A ‘Specimen of What Were Adam and 
Passes as the Inspired Word of God..... 5 Charles Bradlaugh 3 
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Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
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The Ohristian Faith. 20) Questions Without 
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Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biogra 
Austin Holyoake.... 
Decadence of Christianity.. 
The Decline of Faith. J £ Remsbn 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. B.. 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 
niverse? Austin Holvoake............ 
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The Ethics of R 
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Two Short Sermons. 
Twelve Apostles. 


With The Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 
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141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


ODI 


PAO Ne 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 


BRAIN +» BIBLE; 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethonght. Its arguments are based 
npon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic, and love of justice. 
It is eloqnent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. O85 
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sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprzp Yzars or Frerz- 
THOUGHT, if covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. Itis a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Censns of 1890, 


Groups. Also, mnch other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pnb- 
lished. In no other work are the tacts, fignres, 
and arguments to be fonnd. The fignres. bein 
Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, will 
aot be snperseded nntil the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them 80 lon 
as the injustices of church exemption is snffered 
0 5xist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, bnt as the 
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Fear to Die? By G.J. Holyoake ........ o 3 
The Logio of Life, Dedaced f the Prinoi- work is pubiished specially for distribntion by 
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vival Doctrine.............. aeter temeta 1 S u 1 C1 e : 
Natural Religion vs. Revealed Religion. An- By CHARLES MORAN. 


nie Besa: 


New Lite of Moses. 
The New Faith, 
The New Age. W.S 
The Old Reiigi 


Stephenson .................ues. 

Our Dora and SaviorJesus Ohrist. T 
Bhore. esseere dionean kdato ensi 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg........ 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. S B Duryea, T 
Wakeman, G 


hil n cularism. Charl tts... 
i Piosnre Vf the Jewish Jj bhoyah ad da cd The Truth Seeker, 
by the Bible. Per dozen........... ..-.. 10] 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


" HIS 
Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
: A Lecture 2 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 

Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pages, fall of scientific 
thought. The story of this great scientist’s life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKEP. 
98 Lafavette Place, New Vark ity 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Chrisiianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere fo Fully and Faith 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal jnst ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THR TRUTH SEEKEP, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


new edition of that splendid prose poem 
«fen by "ine prince of orators” Col. T G 
Ingersoll.. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, '* one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who. now, as far as we 


A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 


Address 


Price 25 Cent know, standa alone in 3 living world.” It will fully Set Fortn. 
.- i esent. and w. e à RONYƏNİr 
Pap er Covers, Fico ents miako dl een A Pina "preatnoss, but of artistic By REV. R ee H T Ms rı LOR, D.D. 


anship. Itis printed cniheavy board, gilt 
Meet edge. The sizo is 12x16 inches, and íhe 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafavette place, New York. 
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Gems of Ghoughe. | Some Good Pamphlets at Low Pris. oekisos t Seine terer oram 


Ir is never by metaphysics that you will 
eucceed in delivering men from error; you 
must prove the truth by facts.— Voltaire. 


Ler Whitman advise you clearly of this 
—ihat there is one question of greater im- 
port to you than that of the public posses- 
sion of capital and land: That of the private 
possession of yourself.—John Trevor. 


Anr there not enough known facts to 
teach our children that would interest and 
‘benefit them? Cannot children be brought 
-together on Sunday and hav a good time, 
and be taught truth and sense instead of 
lies and nonsense?— Katie Kehm Smith. 


Ir the desire for that homage which 
wealth brings is the chief stimulus to these 
atrivings after wealtb, then the giving of 
this homage (when given, as it is with but 
little discrimination) is the chief cause of 
the dishonesties into which these strivings 
betray mercantile men. — Herbert Spencer. 


Tr is hardly necessary to warn people 
against standing on pillars or walking on 
peas; yet we do still find some who think 
themselvs bound to abstain from certain 
enjoyments simply because they like them; 
and it may be as well to remind such that 
they are on the negativ road—the road to 
ihe desert, to negativ selfishness, to the 
emptying of life of its interests.—J. S. 
Mackenzie. 


Every year, indeed, messengers are sent 
into all the world, who, under the protec- 
tion of the church, in the most shameless 
manner, and speculating on the basest side 
of human nature, preach a crusade against 
whatever may be called freedom of mind 
or thought, enlightenment, culture, ete. 
Yet all these are only the convulsiv move- 
ments of an antiquated colossus, whose 
blows, even in its death struggles, may 
indeed be dangerous, but can never gain 
the victory.—Dr. F. C. €. L. Büchner. 
We hope that its ultimate defeat is 
certain. 


Waern Voltaire came to this ''great 
Stage of fools," his country had been 
Christianized — not civilized — for about 
fourteen hundred years. For a thousand 
-years the religion of peace and good-will 
had been supreme. The laws had been 
given by Christian kings, and sanctioned 
iby ** wise and holy men.” Under the be- 
nign reign of universal love, every court 
had its chamber of torture, and every 
priest relied on the thumbscrew and 
rack. Such had been the success of the 
blessed gospel that every science was an 
outcast. —Zngersoll. 


Ture are questions before us that are 
rapidly becoming conditions; we cannot 
shirk them without ruin. It is our duty, 
if there is a spark of courage left, to meet 
them. I say this in the face of the fact 
that I don’t believe in liquor or tobacco in 
any form, and never use them. There are 
some things that are of more moment 
than personal habits—beastly though they 
be. Liberty, Justice, and Equality before 
the law for all, first, and last, and all the 
time. Without [the hope of] these life is 
worthless. An exemplary slave can be 
only what the master wills; a beastly free- 
man can reform.—Henry Gohrman. 


IpEanists are surprised or shocked in 
the presence of seemingly erratic personal 
or popular action. An individual or a 
community appears to violate consistency 
or integrity. Hav we penetrated to the 
elements that shaped the event? Had we 
been sufficiently acquainted with fathers 
and mothers, with race prejudices and de- 
lusions and illusions, with habits, with 
muscular and spiritual forces, with the 
size of an individual’s salary, with the 
wages of workmen, with the sinecures and 
interests of aristocrats, and numberless 
other equally variegated but not useless 
considerations, we should hav been able 
to predict infallibly what must be or hav 
been done or spoken on any given occa- 
sion.— Horace L. Traubel. 


ACCORDING to Mivart, to pull off the legs 
and wings of insects; to punch out a lob- 
ster’s eye or tear off his leg; or to throw a 
bushel of live crabs into a kettle of boil- 
ing water could hardly be regarded as 
cruel. Such creatures suffer nothing, or 
next to nothing, from such treatment, 
their sensibility is so feeble. Even the 
equealing of the pig in the hands of his 
butchers is to be taken in a Pickwickian 
tense, According to Mivart, it don't mean 
that it hurts him much to be pounced upon 
.by three or four strong men, thrown vio- 
lently to the ground, held there, and hav 

' his throat cut! 'The society for prevent- 
ing cruelty to animals is evidently a mis- 
take.  Mivart is trying to make good this 
claim of benevolence for the Supreme, 
and to such ‘‘lame and impotent conclu- 
aione ” does it bring him.—John Francis 

mith. 
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Price, 25 cents. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Jailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


gener C Luse. . 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FOR CRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 

ord, M.D. 

DiD MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 

ers of the former ages. DMB 


ennett. 
THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read j 
before the Freethought International Con 


gress at, hicago. ine pi ‘Otto Wettstein's 
raternal attacks on Spiritualism. 
THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 


which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 

of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 

Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 

tion, * What-Has Infidelity Done?” should be 

Inüncsd to read this book, if he has to be paid 
o do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 

Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 

Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 

right to express to the whole world his ideas 


E 

IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FagpERIOK Douaniáss and Con, RoB- 
ERT G., INGERsOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Infersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to & devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless. against him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 


his, Very good. 
THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 
SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 


Widdicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gospel. HJ Seigneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT, Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. , 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot, 


that the rest of the world have to express and Longfellow. 3 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll] WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 


dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford & 
Protestant. 2 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 


fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 

A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 

of the New Testament. One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the ror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphlet, therefore, isa consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. | 
Samuel P. Putnam. Y 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel) 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 
and Births, : he Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hamm d, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- : 

covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, ' 

Charles Darwin, Special Providence, ei 

Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love | 

of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, | 

The Second Birth, Ius iratiou, Tne Reign or 

Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, ‘Ihe ; 

Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pions j 

Evasions, “ No Bible, No ivilization;" Mira- | 

cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 

Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Fter- | 

nal ishment, Some Who Are Damned, 

What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


PIANOS, 


$8995; - 


$8250; - 


evidence of that alleged event. — E 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's alleged acts which would lead one 
tothat conclusion. LK Washburn. 

WHY DONT HE LEND AHAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
The title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
and the Real. Not Dead, but Living - 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gos el, 

dress to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 


G ht. 
WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 


fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 
cago. Considering: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The anon Law and Its Effects 
Upon H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Iuveution Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. susan H. Wixon 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage Ar- 
socia.ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKFR CO., 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PIANOS! 


275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 


* The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 


Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Ms. 
Grogan Srxox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

* This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior." 

The distinguished Pianist and Oomposer, Sioxom Fan1axi, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says : 

“T have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpassed for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to Truru Szereg readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


In the nature of things, 


BAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


‘The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
testa thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


« Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better ; forif a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
6 Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Oolonel INGEBRSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 
“An intellectual ocean, whose waves . 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by IxoxasoLnn, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cente: cloth: 75 cents. - 
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JYot for Parsons. 


AT a recent funeral in this city the off- 
cial who had charge of the carriages rather 
shocked some of those who stood near him 
when he announced that ‘‘This carriage 
is for the clergymen and two gentlemen.” 
— Utica Observer. 


Savu: *' Uncle Abe, I's gwineter gib you 
dis dollar and ax you your advice about 
taking musie lesson on de violin." Parson 
Abraham: ‘ Well, as you's done gib me 
dat dollar, I's gwineter gib you my 'pinion 
dat a fass class fiddler neber went to hell; 
'ease dey needs 'em in heaven to chune de 
harps."—J. A. SS. 


Taumaae lectured some seventeen years 
ago in Aberdeen, Scotland. A calico pla- 
card ontside the hall read thus: 

“ To-night! To-night! 
A Lecture by the Great Dr. Talmage. 
The Word of God is Free to All! 
Admission 43., 39., 2s., and is.” 


THERE are other versions of the story of 
Joseph and Potiphar’s wife than the or- 
thodox and generally accepted one. The 
following is attributed to M. de Lesseps: 
When Potiphar’s wife was accused by her 
husbaud of having forgotten her marital 
vows for the sake of Joseph, she attempted 
no denial, but merely said that Joseph's 
beauty was so great that any other woman 
would hav done the same thing. This she 
offered to prove, and having assembled all 
the young ladies of the Egyptian conrt, 
she Siaced them in a row with their eyes 
turned toward the door of the apartment. 
In the hands of each girl she put an apple 
and a knife, and told them to cut the apple 
when the signal wasgiven. By prearrange- 
ment the door suddenly opened, and 
Joseph appeared in all his beauty. Poti- 
phar's wife gave the signal at that « oment, 
and every girl save one, instead of cutting 
the apple, cut her hand. The beauty of 
Joscph had so dazzled them that they were 
unable to take their eyes off him. It is 
needless to ray that there was a general 
feeling that Potiphar’s wife was quite ex- 
cusable The girl who showed her hands 
uncut, on being asked to explain, said that 
the instant she saw Joseph she felt that it 
was no longer safe for her to hold the knife, 
and she therefore hurled it from her before 
the signal to cut the apple had been given. 
—JGEstray. 


THE FATE OF PIOUS DAN. 


“Run down and get the doctor quick!” 
Oried Jack Bean with a whoop, 
“ Run, Dan, for mercy’s sake be quick. 
Our baby’s got the croup!” 
But Daniel shook his solemn head,  - 
His sanctimonious brow, 
And said, ‘‘I cannot go, for I 
Must read my Bible now; 
For I hav regular hours to read 
The Scripture for my spirit’s need.” 


Said Silas Gove to Pious Dan, 

** Our neighbor, 'Rastus Wright, 

Ts very sick; will you come down . 
And watch with him to-night?” 

** He has my sympathy,” gaid Dan. 

** And I would sure be there, 

Did I not feel an inward call 
To spend the night in prayer. 

Some other man with Wright must stay. 

Exouse me, while I go and pray." 


** Old Briggs has fallen in the pond!" 
Oried little Bijah Brown; 
“ Run, Pious Dan, and help him out, 
Or else he sure will drown!" 
**T trust he'll swim ashore," said Dan, 
** But now my soul is awed, 
And I must meditate upon 
The goodness of the Lord; 
And nothing merely temporal ought 
To interrupt my holy thought,” 


So Daniel lived a pious life, 
As Daniel understood, g 
But all his neighbors thought he was 
Too pious to be good. - 
And Daniel died; and then his s^ul, 
On wings of hope elate, 
In glad expectancy flew up 
o Peter's golden gate. 
** Now let your gato wide open fly; 
Come, hasten, Peter. Here am I.” 


** T'm sorry, Pious Dan," said he, 
“That time will not allow, 
[. But you must wait a space, for I 
Must read my Bible now." 


SrATE or Ouro, Orry or Torno, 
Lucas County. oun 

Frank J. CugNEY makes oath that he is the 
senior p of the firm of F, J. OggNvY & Co. 
doing business in the city of Toledo, Couuty and 
State aforesaid. and that said firm will pay «he 
sum of ON® HUNDRED DOLLARS for each and 
every case of Catarrh that cannot be cured by the 
use of Hants CATARRH CURE. 

FRANK J. CHENEY. 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my pres- 

ence, this 6th day of December, A.D. 1886 


—À A. W. GLEASON, 
{ exar) Notary Pubtte. 
anat 


Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally and acts 
direotly on tke blood and menus surfaoes of the 
8 . Bend for tes als, free. 

n ^J. QHENEY & 00., Toledo, O. 
. W^ Bold by Druggisis, 150. 


So Daniel waited long and long 
And Peter read all day. 
** Now, Peter, let me in,” he cried, 
Said Peter, ‘‘I must pray; 
And no mean temporal affairs 
Must ever interrupt my prayers.” 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WILH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Then Satan, who was passing by, 
Saw Dan’s poor shivering form 
And said: ‘‘ My man, it’s cold out here, 
Come down where it is warm.” 
The angel baby of Jack Bean, 
The angel, 'Hastus Wright, 
And old Briggs, a white angel, too, 
All chuckled with delight; 
And Satan said, ** Come, Pious Dan, 
For you are just my style of man." 
— Sam Walter Foss. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story o the Rrihtway Alm:ho se 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, snd other poets 
i i and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 

Ashort story taat Epa ee INE children and py and bright ?—SeNp rog A copy,—Green Cloth, 


it title. 40 cents: half bound. 95 cents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. _| “itt title. 40 cents pera 


Price, Five Cents. . | POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


Aldress THE TRUTH SHAKER ÇO. 
AOCOUNT OF 


28 Lafayette PI.. New York. 
Vicars of Christ ana Vicegerents of God. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, Paper, 50 cents: cloth. 75 sents 
Desirable Real E state 


Initiative and Referendum, 
FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 85 nent; Address Toe TRUTH SEEKER. 
A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m les of Media county seat 
and within four mies of Chester, ta, on the 
‘Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
; good timber growing on the p ace, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting cond tion. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Phiiadelphia. Trolley line batween 
Medis &nd Chester, with less than five minutes 
walk. 
The place is specially well located for a florist, 
andit would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Eight 
years azo the land adjoining sold for $6!8 per 
acre, and vo land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places haye sold at $1,000 
per ac.e. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


A PARTNER WANTED. 
Iw uld like to sell an interest in the Ironclad 
Age, an oli established Freethought journal. 
Anyone who e heart isia the caus .and tnat nas 
af w hundred dollars to invest in the sama will 
please address ER, 
4t20 Indianapolis, Ind. 


AN 


ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 5 cents. THE TRUTH SEEEER, 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


18 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATS °N HESTON, 
WITH POKTRAIT OF 
z THE DESIGNER 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 
2 represent Samples of Ohristianity’s Work. 


: d 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


9 The Church Hobbing the People ssionaries. 
8 re Thanksgiving. * pl . The L>rd’s Instruments, 
6 2e Sabbath Laws. ^ Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
l4 " Ohildren and the Church, he Church and Slavery. 
10 € Woman and the Church. |. . riests and Politics. 
bi The Chureh and Thomas Paine. eland and the Church. 


Ohurch’s Idea of Civilization. 

he Uses of the Cross. 

nkind Refleotions on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Churcb. 


"d Studies in Natural History. 

2 The Bible and Science. 

The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
Piet 7 in Our Penitentiaries. 


e 
NDO p aa Rar BO re 
2$22tz5zz22593 


[EIE E E PITT M 
e 


a The Atonement Scheme. Some Allegories. 
" phe Lord and His Works. Heaven. 
bel rayer. 
o “ The Creeds. Miscellaneous. 
Li Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price t world have been a cheap book. ist Heston as & portrait painter and de- 
signer is & wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Literal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderfal volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ares do not make up the whole of »his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as expianations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and he hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
poor is one of tue best weapons against Christianity and the churoh that has ever been put in the 

ands of Freetlunkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


i 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. | 


L, K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. '' Think of 
&minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Peity to undertake a 
crusade of one aga'nst the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Prise, 10 cents. 


Was Jesu  nsane!? Prica, 10 cents. 
The Publ Schools and the Catholic 
Church. rice, 5 sents, 


row THE TRUTH REEKKER, 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


_ A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


O: 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OoxPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price. $1.50, War «sla at THIS OFFIOR 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and Histo-r 
of the New Tesvamen,. 
By Pror. E W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sente. 
Address THE TRUTH RREEKEB. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Bev. G.'T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 


SHALLTHE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M, 
Price, 10 cents. 


OG 0O 0030-00 060402000 


@ AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! 


@ , We wait 1000 more active agents before @ 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
è can be easily madein any locality ; our goods r] 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 60 per 8 
@ cent. commission on ali sales., Send to- ay LÀ 
for full particulars, or we will send wit. 
Same a Valuable sample o£ our goods in 
Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in & 
Established in 1882. Ad- 
NDARD SILVERWARE 


e silver orstamps. 
è dress, STA 
CO., B 


| learn to maintain vigor and regain 
Tipu by reading the most complete book E: 
ll} Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
‘|| by an eminent pbysician of 35 years 
experience. ‘he “old, original, 
standard” work, endorsed by all, 
imitated by many, equalled by none. 
alj Insrired by wish to aid humanity, it 
lt has providentially saved thousands. 
| 1.8 essars on marriage, parentage, 
adaptation, marital failures, ete., 
are of inestimab:e value to all now 
married cr who ever expect to be 
The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
3 colored charts of vital organs, 200 
wood cuts, 21 chromos@showing 
R origin of life—development of man. 
“ali APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
4 Only $1.60 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TROTH 4WERER 
93 Lafayett. Inca New York, 


Iu advise frankly, fully and confi entially, 
send, if wanted, my * Foote-Prints on The Path 


gnam 
sim ce 
E L 


ms V 

cele, Wentatand Physical Debility 
Sand who are desirous of being cured, a 
M booklet will be sent to their address for 
en cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
P iving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
: 3 plaints, aud a description of the Doctor's 
utu pc ne 
war pplication—a positive cu x 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 

ces, Address, DR, R. P. FELLOWS, 


Say where you sew thisadver.. Vineland, N. on 


NOW READ THIS! 


Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and avery 

successful physician. He has i epa pda 
ears, &n 

EN att of ea Toni practice, Which shoulq 


an outgrowth of this long 
ond. fated, 


give confidence to those 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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CHRIST’S SERMON 


="Plessed are the meek; for they 
PELA inherit the earth" Matt y. 52) 
7 \ en finetheoveti ealy but we notice 
the meek o 
wee inheyitance vazen 
" Detyour light so shine Aefare men 
ey mmay See your gaod works, ze 
This is contrarytothe advice in Mate. 
Se WwWatob where secrecy is dAwised . 
——— : ——. =r 


Aere Jesus! Be careful then 
WU Sel$ ov Y warm uou. i 

AGA a ad habit of Calling folks fools 
22-4 098 You Know. O ye Fools, ele." to 

“believe althe prophets have spoken.” 
SLE df thy right eye offend thee, 

Ska Pucki out and cast tlfrore 


SES This is wot likelytiobe obeyed to 
PES ONY, Corning extent, wut if it is, 

SX whokt a prectous lot of cripples and 
one-eyed saints there ave heaven! it 
= Ew diad they dovikcomete my place, 


kare alwaysswindled out of 
hy hrazen ptetists. 


_ "Whosoever skall say. tou 
pan EAT he in danger of 
Hele frre,” 


against sin tov! And Nu dow | 
ing hust- 
to encourage 


You 


Cake INEA 
Thy cloak | 
Why certainly! and your boots breeches, 
hot, shirt, socks and Suspenders! 
Aw t a. scoundrel dvags You into a. 
Lawsuit andtakes your horse fram 
you. give hincalso thy curry-camib, My 
harness, coach and Coachman! 
"Whosoever Shall Comoet thee To Qo a 
Ville, GO cule Fett Carn.” 
Nes. Yes andi he compels you to go 
© Canada oy Scotland, dont stop Hl 
you Cettothe North pale | 


! lve to Prine thal arse A Thee, ard from thin that would horrour of thee 
turr 7706 Cou Medis ^t 
ea 


Vo be SuveV Give to every worthless Vuw and. 


tiou art very inceonsisteut = Gours rw Satan. Gee Matti XXY, 


peggar YOUY selEl Pay Brimstone: what fine doctrine! 
474 


ON THE MOUNT EVIDENTLY PLEASETH SATAN. 


JY ows of tho Dook. 


A sniGHT earthquake shock was felt in 
Vermont on May 28. 


REvoLurioNs are reported as brewing in 
[Mc of the Central American '* repub- 
ca, 


THERE are grave troubles in the Corean 
cabinet, and the government seems to be 
on the verge of ruin. 


REAR Apmrrat Jonn J, Army, of the 
United States Navy, died in Washington 
in May, aged 80 years. 


JOHN FoRRESTER ANDREW, ex-Congress- 
man, and son of John Albion Andrew, war 
governor of Massachusetts, died on May 
29, aged 45, 


THE Democratic state central committee 
of Kansas refuses to commit itself to an 
address in favor of the unlimited free 
coiuage of silver. 


A '' HEATED term ” bezan in the East on 
Decorstion Day and continued for five 
days. The heat records for this season of 
the year hav been broken. 


In the Republican state convention, held 
on May 29, Gen. A. 8. Bushnell, the can- 
didate of the Forsker wing of the party, 
was nominated for governor, over Nash, 
representing the McKinley division. 


A BOAT LOAD of nitro-glycerin exploded 
on the river at Parkersburg, W. V., on 
June i. The property loss was immense, 
and several lives are already known to be 
lost, with the probability that more will be 
reported later. 


Ox May 80 the British consul and vice- 
consul, the Russian acting consul, and the 
French consular secretary were attacked 
and shot just outside the town of Jiddah, . 
in Arabia, it is supposed by Bedouins. 
One was killed, the others wounded. 


Gustav Freyraa, the famous German 
novelist, poet, journalist, and dramatist, 
recently died. He was born at Kreuzburg 
and educated at the universities of Breslau 
and Berlin. Freytag was the great cham- 
non of the middle classes and mercantil 

ife. 


On may 26 the Civic Federation of Chi- 
cago took in hand a large section of the 
business part of the city and gave the 
streets a thorough cleaning. The street 
cleaning department has not done the work 
efficiently for some time owing to red tape 
obstructions and lack of appropriations. 


On May 23 Shakepere’s ‘* Merchant of 
Venice” was presented in the Methodist 
church at Cape May, N. J., by the stu- 
dents of the Cape May high school. The 
church was crowded. As the Methodist 
Disciplin forbids the visiting of play 
houses this production may cause some 
trouble. 


In the bye-election in Warwick and 
Leamington to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Speaker Peel of the 
Commons, Alfred Lyttleton, Conservativ, 
was elected. Mr. Peel has been elected 
without opposition as a Libersl-Unionist, 


The conservativs hav gained in other bye- 
elections. 


In Vienna the anti-Semitic agitation has 
led to rioting recently; Dr. Lueger, anti- 
Semite leader, was elected burgomaster, 
but by a majority so small that he refused 
to accept the place. "This precipitated the 
rioting on the part of his followers. The 
chief supporters of this reactionary party 
are the small tradesmen and the clericals. 


Ir is generally believed that there is such 
dissatisfaction in Japan over the way in 
which the European powers beat the gov- 
ernment out of part of the fruits of the 
victory of the war with China, that 
the ministry will hav to resign. Japan 
seems to be harried with a particularly 
malignant type of the swashbuckling jingo. 


Tue headquarters of the Knights of 
Labor sre to be removed from Philadel- 
phia to Washington, and they hav already 
taken out a building permit. The change 
is made so that the order can watch Con- 
gress more Closely. General Master Work- 
men Sovereign says that Labor is depend- 
ent upon Congress for «ll improvement of 
its condition. 


Tue Pacific Mail steamship Colima was 
wrecked off the Mexican coast last week. 
The vessel appears to hav been overloaded 
and the impact of a heavy wave caused 
part of the deck freightage to slip, sending 
the ship to the bottom, her boilers burst- 
ing as she lurched. Only 34 were saved 
out of & total of considerably more than 
200, crew and passengers. 


Tur new Sunday closing barber shop 
law went into effect on June second. A 
large number of shops kept open and some 
arrests were made, but the offenders were 
generally released on their own recogni- 
zence. The police sympathize with the 
working barbers, and are not disposed to 
make arrests unless complaints are made. 
The complainants are the barbers who do 
not work, and who play the sneak on the 
workers. 


Count CAMILLE MEBOADEB, chief of the 
engineering department of Carnegie's 
Egdar Thompson Steel Works, has been 
chosen by the Austro-Hungarian govern- 
ment to superintend the construction by it 
of an immense steel plant in Cronstadt, to 
cost between $6,000,000 and $7,000,000. He 
has been with the Garnegies for five years 
and the notification reached him two hours 
after he had become a naturalized: citizen 
of the United States. 


In the House of Commons the govern- 
ment was asked if it was aware that thou- 
sands of commercial travelers from the 
United States and the continent were in 
the United Kingdom soliciting orders, and 
if the Board of Trade will confer with Sir 
William Harcourt as to the desirability of 
following the foreign practice of levying 
licenses npon them. The president of the 
Board of Trade, Mr. James Bryce, an- 
swered that requiring such licenses is im- 
practicable, would only lead to reprisals 
and be very harmful to British interests, 


At Boston on May 28 Judge Holmes in 
the Supreme Court held that strikers hav 
the right to patrol in front of former em- 
ployers’ premises, provided they use law- 


ful methods. They are also held to hav 
the right of free competition, which carries 
with it free combination in a free commer- 
cial fight, subject to the rules of fair play. 
The decision grants an injunetion limited 
to enjoining the defendants from interfer- 
ing with the plaintiffs’ business by obstruct- 
ing any person in entering or leaving the 
plaintiffs’ premises, or by intimidating any 
person who is, or hereafter may be, in the 
employ of the plaintiff. The case will be 
taken to the full bench of the supreme 
court. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Cloth. (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid, 

Bend for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg's 
works. 

American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Are you a Liberal Thinker? 
Or interested in Liberal Thinking ? 
Yes? 

Then you want the Evolution of the 
Idea of God. 
By Hermit Silence, a twentieth century recluse. 
Just publisbed, paper, 10 cents. Address C. I. 


Kerr, publisher, 108 Osage street, Logansport, 
Indiana. 4t20 


H Writes every letter in sight of operator. Bj 
M Does mostof the work in writing AUTOMAT- $ 
M ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved Bi 
E additional work. ..& 

It acts as if it studied the convenience of f 
E the operator at every turn, and thereby B 
M lightens his labor and renders him capable Mi 
M of doing more. d 


It has a knack of keeping well, and is al- B 
ways ready at critical or other times. : 


These are some of the reasons why it is A 
E different from all other writing machines. BI 


| The catalogue tells you more about it. El 
a FREE. B 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


307 Broadway, New York. 
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Versus 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 


By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


Science Religion, 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


** The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsiu our advertising 
pages. ` Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public. He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public.” 


The subject of the above eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings” of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
& natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, snd does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ^? 
WATCH combines all the qualities of & 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter's art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


&€^ Send for price lists of Watches, Dis- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Established 1857. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wetts'ei: 
Watch. 

The Ingersoll Sou 
veni" Spo n. 
The Freeth ught 
Badge. 
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RIGHT LIVING à 


e 
Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HIGHEST QUALITY OF ALL. 


Columbia 
. Bicycles 


THE STANDARD 
FOR ALL..... 


v HAVE you feasted your 

eyes upon the beauty 
and grace of the 1895 
Columbias? Have you 
tested and compared 
them with all others? 


POPE Only by such testing can 
a you know how fully the 
s Columbia justifies its 
Hartford, C 
oaan aeaa proud title of the Stand- 
New vonk ard for the World. And 
CHICAGO 


tke price is but 
BAN FRANOISOO 
PROVIDENOR 

BUFFALO 


An Art 
Catalogue 

of these famous wheels 
and of Hartfords, $50 
$60, free at any Colum- 
bia Agency, or matled 
Jor two 2-cent stamps. 
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A HOPELESS CASE—THE SITUATION WITH THE POOR CHRISTIAN (Companion to last week). 


- T 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can doa great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPEOIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: . 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FREETHINKER 8 ProroriaL Text-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prioror1aL Tzxr-Boox. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S PIOTOBIAL 
TzxrT-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Hesron 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are Classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 


‘and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 


Uses of the Oross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. JZnduce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTA FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while fo make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says it is worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the ag- : 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as.a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the Cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not nowa 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprrorn TauvH Szexzer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed ‘corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bear. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


~ 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals mae as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS oF FREegTHOUGHT" embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


sow. 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
SP E CI, A L ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
0 FFER | ** FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ^ 
^ FREE OF CHARGES, : 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF [TS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated PhEston 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


SO 


c 


For $5 we willsend Tax TaurH Sxxkx& one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru Szxxzs one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Trurs Srrkz& one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has overa thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tam Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Turm SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tu Truru Sxzxer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Taurus Szrxur one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 
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ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and Taz TRUTH 
EEKEB one year for $5. 
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Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar 8 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address 
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The Truth Seeker. 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


3Xq be Truth Seeker. ke 


W Drafts, Checho and Money Orders, to be made payable to 
E. M., MACDONALD, 


CTF TERMS => 


SUBSCRIPTION ] i f SAMPIE COPIES FREE. 
PT . Türee months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 
Six " E d: =- >. a 1.50 one remittance, >. >» è a > c5 $7.00 
Single subscription, one yea, ©. 3.00 One subscriptton with three new subscribers, in 
One subscription two years, “ u =. 5.00 one remittance, » = © > > » 8.50 
Two new subscribers, es ae - . 5.00°| One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
r One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, - 2 >» a . >» 10.00 
tas". Fill out the accompanying Subscription remittance, - > =- e 5 o 5 500 


Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3? 


will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribere 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 


with them the advantages of the club rates. 
This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 


Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason" to separate addresses The Truth Seeker Go. 

for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting people , 

read THe TRUTH SEEKER for awhile. To this end we make the AR ia LUOL: NEM FOAR, 
following offer : Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for... — year 


fuclosed find-$_...in payment of the same. $ 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents, 


NAMES. POST OFFICE, [Box 8r. & No., ir any.) & STATE. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers to bear 
this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to make an 
effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining this 
8t the rates given. l 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes will 
send us a six or twelve months' subscription, but if they do not feel 
like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if they will fill 
the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 


Address l 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send ns the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


. Christian Fear of the Truth. 

A Quaker correspondent of a city paper, referring 
to the discussion of the alleged resurrection of Jesus 
. precipitated by the sermon of Rev. Heber Newton, 
quotes this from the writings of William Penn: 

“They [Friends] judge that a curious inquiry into 
those high and divine revelations, or into speculativ sub- 
jects, though never 80 great truths in themselvs, tend lit- 
tle to godliness and less to peace, which should be the 
chief aim of true Christians. The sad conse- 
quences in al! times of superfining upon scripture texts do 
sufficiently caution and forbid them. Men are to apt to 
let their heads outran their hearts and their notion ex- 
ceed their obedience, and their passion support their 
conceits; instead of a daily cross, & constant watch, and 
8 holy practice.” 

Perhaps it is not strange that a religious system 
based on dreams and legends should discourage all 
investigation of its own foundations. Such is Chris- 
tianity and such is its attitude. Catholic, Presby- 
terian, Methodist, Quaker, Universalist—all sects of 
the church instinctivly fear examination and criti- 
cism. This shrinking from the bottom facts throws 
the suspicion of insincerity upon all their profes- 
sions. If they really believed all that they claim 
to believe, would it be so difficult to get them to 
search for the roots of their faith, their book, and 
their church? If Christianity is in truth a revelation 
from a god of infinit knowledge, power, and good- 
ness, what harm to it can come from a “ curious 
inquiry” into any of its affirmations of fact, its dog- 
mas, its ethical codes? Should its defenders not 
rather rejoice when such inquiry is essayed, for how 
can the questions and the uncoverings of finite man 
belittle or dim the eternal truth of the Infinit? 
The earnest student of science, the painstaking in- 
vestigator of social phenomena, cannot, if he would, 
imitate the theologian—he must keep his eyes open, 
his mental faculties on the alert, his moral con- 
sciousness awake. He needs the truth, and the 
truth he must hav if he would build solidly for the 
present and future. He must be ever receptiv of 
new truths, or, rather, of the new interpretations of 
old truths which newly discovered facts render pos- 
sible and imperativ. He isa learner, an announcer, 
not a creed maker and enforcer. The religionist, 
on the contrary, believes, or believes that he be- 
lieves, or pretends that he believes, that Christianity 
was delivered by God to the early church & perfect 
system of faith and practice, to attempt to improve 
which is'nothing less than sacrilege and rebellion. 


It is and must be because it was.. This belief, or 
affected belief, paralyzes his brain and arms his 
hand with the sword of persecution. 

. William Penn thought that the first thing needed 
in the church was peace, the peace that precludes 
discussion, and no doubt he meant well, but he 
failed to perceive that such peace is stagnation and 
can only end in corruption and death. Like his 
fellow Christians of more orthodox sects, he was 
apprehensiv of the operations of the human brain; 
he was afraid that men’s skeptical heads would out- 
run their believing “ hearts," and so he discounte- 
nanced all critical inquiry concerning the “divine 
revelations”; that is, concerning the so-called divine 
revelations in which he had been trained to believe, 
for it is not to be thought for a moment that he or 
any other genuin Christian would hava word to 
say against the “pagans and “ heathens” investi 
gating and rejecting their “divine revelations.” 
That is another matter entirely. It is only in so far 
as his own inherited religion is involved that the 
Christian forswears reason and demands that all 
others do likewise. Does not this show that he has 
doubts of the quality of the masonry in the founda- 
tions of his temple—that he is himself a skeptic? 


Demoralizing ‘and Dangerous Laws. 

All careful readers of history and close observers 
of contemporary events know that one of the most 
prolific causes of official corruption and tyranny 
has been and is the enactment of laws that disre- 
gard the fundamental, constitutional, or generally 
accepted rights of man. Officers charged with the 
enforcement of such statutes put them into effect 
or not, just as they feel disposed, and it does not 
take long for the venal among them to learn how 
to make the non-enforcement of these invasiv edicts 
a source of revenue and to punish those who de- 
cline to contribute to their blackmail exchequers. 
Every city and town in the country has at some 
time in its history had experience of the degenerat- 
ing eftects of this kind of legislation, while with 
many the terrible evil is chronic. And yet the law- 
carpenters and the puritanic meddlers behind them 
do not seem to be capable of learning the simple 
lesson that should be self-evident to a school-child ; 
they are unable to grasp the fundamental truth 
that the sole function of law is the protection 
of the citizen in the possession of his life, his per- 
son, and his property. Beyond this it can neither 
legitimately nor safely go; at the boundaries of 
this province it must stop or bring upon the indi- 
vidual and the state an unending train of evils. 
Look for a moment at one of the most conspicuous 
recent illustrations of the corrupting results of un- 
necessary and criminal legislation: For two years 
now this city has been in a ferment of agitation 
over th» demoralization of the police force. The 
newspapers hav fulminated; the preachers have 
stormed in their pulpits, and some of them hav led 
in holy crusades; all sorts of reformatory organiza- 
tions hav been formed; the legislature has sent 
down investigating committees; there has been an 
almost complete municipal political overturning ; 
police officers and higher officials hav been indicted, 
tried, convicted, and others hav been forced to 
retire on pensions;- the legislature has enacted a 
number of new laws for the government of the city; 
the municipal boards hav been reorganized, and 
now the police force is under the management of a 
new set of commissioners and a new chief. During 
this “ regenerating” process some hundreds or thou- 
sands of poor and unfortunate people hay been 
flayed in the amphitheater for the edification of 
sincere fanatics and pious hypocrits. "Where are 
we now! What follows briefly answers the question. 


1. The fact most prominently brought out by the 
work of the Lexow Committee was that, at a low 
estimate, nine-tenths of the demoralization in the 
ranks of the police and among the higher officials 
of the department was the necessary fruit, the in- 
evitable result, of the endeavor to enforce-not- 
enforce laws personally distasteful to the great ma- 
jority of the inhabitants of the city, however loudly 
a large contingent of this majority might clamor 
for them for the “other fellows” and “for appear- 
ance’s sake.” . 

2. After all this turmoil and struggle and vitu- 
peration and “reorganization,” the Sunday excise 
laws are scarcely if any better enforced than under 
the old regime, although the new Acting Chief of 
police solemnly haranged his captains on their duty 
to see that the law was strictly obeyed. It is en- 
forced in patches, chiefly in districts where the peo- 
ple are able to lay in Sunday supplies, and where, 
consequently, there is less imperativ demand for àn 
open day than there is in the more crowded sections . 
of the city. But, taking the city over, the law ia 
not now put into execution. Many of the policemen’ 
do not want to enforce it under any consideration, 
and others will not do so when it is tolerably safe 
to shut their eyes and open their hands. For this 
bringing of necessary defensiv laws into contempt’ 
through association, and for this police bribery, un- 
constitutional, inequitable, and unsocial legislation is 
thesolecause. The first step toward real reform— 
not the sham “reform” of priests, hypoorits, and ` 
moral and social tinkers—is the repeal of the stat- 
utes which hav made of the police force, and will 
make of every police force that can: be organized or 
“ reorganized,” a blackmailing machine. 

3. Did the lessons laid before the law-construc- 
tors and the people by the investigations of the 
Lexow Committee teach them anything? As re: 
gards the former, the only answer possible is an 
unqualified No. What effect these lessons had on 
the people remains to be seen, although their apathy | 
when the repeal of the Sunday laws was up for dis- ; 
cussion last winter would seem to indicate that they - 
are still blind and deaf to their own interests. But 
for the people there is some excuse, for the news- 
papers of the state refused to let their readers see 
the arguments advanced by the Freethinkers against 
the continuance of our Puritan Sabbath legislation 
and, with the exception of the World, likewise re- 
fused to take up the righteous cause themselvs. 
But for the members of the Assembly and of the , 
Senate there can be no excuse except stupidity; we 
presented to each of them in documentary form 
unanswerable arguments for the repeal of the Sun- 
day laws, and our representativ pleaded with them , 
to do justice and put the state in the vanguard of. 
civilization by getting out of the light of the peo- 
ple. We showed them how these laws operated to 
demoralize the police and lead the unthinking and 
careless into the violation of the really justifiable | 
laws of the state. Itwas all in vain. No attention 
was paid to fundamental principles, and even the, 
partial and merely ameliorativ measures offered by 
others were shelved at the behost of the ministers 
and their factions. Not only did the “reform” 
legislature refuse to seriously consider the repeal 
of the existing Sabbath laws, but it actually went 
so far in the way of reaction as to pass a law for 
the closing of barber-shops on Sunday, except in 
New York city, where they are graciously permitted 
to remain open until one o’clock in the afternoon. 
Here is one more law made for the police to coin 
money out of, if any barbers feel able to pay for 
the “privilege” of working on Sunday, and to en- 
force or not enforce as the whim of the moment 
may govern their conduct. It is now quite appa 
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work on Sunday, the priest’s day? Are you dead 
to every noble impulse? Hav you forgotten every 
axiom and principleof freedom? Were the services 


rent that but few barbers. wanted the law, but 
those who did were, as is usual in such cases, the 
persistent talkers, and as they played into the 
hands of the priests, and as the latter are supposed 
to be able to command a good many votes, the leg- 
islators gave them what they demanded, wholly re- 
gardless of the wishes, needs, and rights of the 
other barbers and of the people at large. 

The new law was to become operativ on Sunday, 

June 2d, and on that day it began to produce the 
effects characteristic of such statutes. In New 
York, on the Hast side, a majority of the shops 
Were open until late in the afternoon. The barbers 
who observed the law—-presumably because they 
did not wish to work anyway—watched those who 
did wish to work—and whose right to work, it is 
needless to say, is just as sacred as the right of the 
spies not to work—and lodged complaints at the 
police stations. In Brooklyn most of the shops 
were apparently closed, but some were frankly 
open, while & number of those ostensibly closed 
were in fact receiving customers on the quiet. One 
barber was arrested while shaving & man, bùt the 
customer protested so strongly against being sent 
away with one side of his face shaved and the other 
not, that the policeman allowed the job to be fin- 
ished. This barber and his assistant were taken 
before Justice Walsh, who sent them home without 
bail, telling them to please call the next morning. 
Another workman was released on his own recog- 
nizance. One “law-abiding barber” was very in- 
dignant because the officer would not arrest the 
customer a8 well as the barber in another shop 
raided. The policeman said that the law did not 
make a culprit of the customer, which shows how 
far the New York Sabbatarians are behind thore of 
Massachusetts and other states, where the new 
anti-Sunday amusement laws make it a misdemeanor 
to attend a theater or other place of entertainment 
(except the church) on Sunday. On one street are 
ten shops, some of which were open and some 
closed. The proprietors of the latter tried in vain 
to get the other workmen arrested; every time the 
police would rush for the shops a warning would 
precede them and the doors would be closed and 
barred when the officers arrived. Clubmen who de- 
sired the services of a barber called him to their 
parlors, where he could work in security. The 
World reports: 

**'The Brooklyn police are in sympathy with the bar- 
bers, and it is safe to say they will not voluntarily make 
one arrest, They made no attempt whatever to enforce 
the law, except when complaints were lodged, and gener- 
ally gave the offending barber time to get wind of their 
coming and make himself secure.” 


in vain! . g 
On June Tth the barbers of Brooklyn, to the 


and raised a preliminary fund to take a case into 
court to test the constitutionality of the Collins law. 


tutional: 


the horse is stolen. 


defeated. Eternal vigilance is the cost of liberty. 


Amberger, of No. 259 Devoe street, Williamsburg, 


one profitable day. 
on his mind and hope died. 


believe the law would be repealed, turned and 
entered the room in the rear of his shop, cut his 
throat with a razor, and died before the ambulance 
arrived. An Antony of liberty should deliver the 
oration at the funeral of this victim of ecclesiasti- 
cal assassins. 

In Buffalo many shops were open, as in James- 
town and Niagara Falls. In the latter place Sun- 
day is the most lucrativ day for the barbers, and 
they will not close unless compelled to do so by the 
authorities. It should be noted that it is as much 
an offense under the law to shave a man at his club 
or in his house as in the public shop. President 
Roosevelt of the New York Board of Police Com- 
missioners announces that the law will be enforced 
in this city * to the letter.” 

And what will the journeymen barbers gain by 
the law, even if strictly enforced? In Brooklyn, in 
compensation for the half or three-fourths of a day's 
work on Sunday, very many of them hav been get- 
ting a day off during the week. This they will lose. 
Those working in the shops that keep open all day 
Sunday will not only hav to giv their mid-week 
holiday in exchange for the Sunday holiday but are 
likely to find their wages cut in addition, for it is 
certain that with the shops closed on Sunday a great 
many men who now patronize them will do their own 
shaving. Thus it is indisputable that while the 
Collins law will not raise the wages of the journey- 
men it will decrease the revenues of the boss bar- 
bers and of those barbers who are their own employ- 
ers. And hereafter nointelligent and conscientious 
friend of liberty will giv his custom to a barber 
known to hav worked for or favored the enactment 
of the Sunday closing law. 

Let no one who reads this conclude that this isa 
matter that interests only the citizens of this state, 
or that it is only a trifling wrong against which we 
protest. The Sunday monopolists are activ in 
every part of the country and they are weaving a 
net of these special statutes that is designed to hold 
in its meshes all the citizens of the republic and giv 
to the priests the absolute monopoly of Sunday. 
The entire question of self-government is bound up 
in this issue, and we sleep on guard at our own 
peril. 


That speaks pretty well for the Brooklyn police ; 
it demonstrates that, no matter what a man’s voca- 
tion, he need not make a complete sacrifice of his 
sense of right and of his respect for the liberty of 
his fellows. The justices, also, hav no relish for 
the miserable little Puritan statute, and some of 
them do not scruple to let their views be known. 
Justice Steers said that he disliked the law, did not 
think that it was constitutional, and should exercise 
the privilege which the law gave him of suspending 
sentence for a first offense. Justice Walsh got out 
of the dilemma by declaring that he had only news- 
paper reports that the bill had become a law, and 
so he should discharge the prisoner brought before 
him. That is the way in which Sabbatarian legisla- 
tion encourages the practice of strict veracity! In 
Jamaica, Long Island, a Mrs. Hohlein, who owns a 
shop in that village, was arrested for her failure to 
observe a law that is itself a crime. She is a widow 
and supports herself and her three children from 
the earnings of the shop. Most of her money is 
made on Sunday and she cannot afford to close on 
that day without going out of business, but she 
will be compelled to close, for she has not the 
means to fight the law. Justice Detheridge dis- 
charged her, on the ground that he had no official 
knowledge of the existence of the statute. Who will 
hav the hardihood to affirm that this law is not a 
crime; and if it is a crime, what are they who de- 
manded and enacted it? The answer is obvious 
and deserved. Americans! are you not ashamed to 
bring children to the verge of want because their 
mother has a vocation that requires her to do honest 


The Case of Moses Harman. 

Last week we gave the news of the resentencing 
of Moses Harman, editor of Lucifer, Topeka, Kan., 
to one year’s imprisonment for sending the Mark- 
land letter through the mails. There is little addi- 
tional information to be reported this week. All 
our old readers know that Mr. Harman was origi- 
nally sentenced to five years in the penitentiary for 
this offense, the * Markland Letter" being a protest 
by a correspondent against a very atrocious case 
of assault, and the one objectionable term contained 
therein a Latin word in universal use in medical 
and surgical works and law books. After serving 
about a year, Mr. Harman was released on a writ of 


and sacrifices of Paine, and Adams, and Jefferson 
number of & thousand or more, met in Arion Hall 


A committee was appointed to confer with Judge 
Steckler, who holds the enactment to be unconsti- 
This is wise but carelessly tardy action; 
itis very much like shutting the stable door after 
Had these barbers and others 
of like mind bestirred themselvs before the law was 
passed there is little doubt that it would hav been 


Had these men earnestly tried prevention there 
would, in all probability, hav been no need of re- 
sorting to this expensiv method of cure, and George 


would not now be in his coffin, murdered by priests 
and their dupes. This unfortunate man had been in 
poor health, business was dull, and Sunday was his 
The loss of his trade weighed 
On Friday night 
he told one of his neighbors that he did not 


error granting him a new trial. The government 
delayed the trial, seemingly on purpose, but at last 
it was had, and now, after another long procrasti- 
nation, Judge Phillips has handed down his detision. 
He holds that the first sentence imposed was not 
only illegal but absolutely void, and that the pres- 
ent is the original and only sentence. Of course, 
Mr. Harman’s attorney will put this opinion to the 
severest tests, and he hopes to hav the aged re- 
former soon in the free air again. In the mean- 
time Mr. Harman’s daughter, Mrs. Lillian Harman, 
has editorial charge of Lucifer, and the veteran 
Abner J. Pope handles the business end of the en- 
terprise. It is hoped that the friends of the free 
press and mails will giv Mr. Harman and his sub- 
stitutes all the encouragement and assistance pos- 
sible, for the new law proceedings will necessarily 
draw heavily on Lucifer's slender resources. Ad- 
dress either Mrs. Harman or Mr. Pope at 116 East 
Fourth street, Topeka, Kan. 


The legislature of Tennessee refused to exempt 
the Seventh Day Adventists from the operation of 
the Sunday law of the state, the bill offered for that 
purpose being defeated by the vote of 57 to 24. 
The Adventists asked for equal justice, the friends 
of this bill offered them toleration, and the major- 
ity refused them even this counterfeit justice. Of 
course Tennessee is overwhelmingly Christian, 
Freethinkers being few and scattered and the state 
very largely rural. 


T. Thomas Fortune, editor of the New York Age, 
says that the Negroes are doing nothing, outside of 
church work, to command the respect of mankind. 
He adds: * We spend so much time and money 
preparing to die that we neglect almost entirely the 
things of this life that make for power and respon- 
sibility.” We should judge that the Negroes of 
America are now in about the same stage of devel- 
opment that the white inhabitants of Christian 
Europe were during the Dark Ages. At all events, 
they are similarly occupied, so far as their chief 
pursuit in life is concerned, if Mr. Fortune has not 
slandered them. 


It is becoming quite a common occurrence for the 
churches to divide a city into districts, and appoint 
a manager for each district, who in turn appoints 
canvassers, the work of whom is to take a house to 
house census, filling out cards with religious statis- 
tics, which include the denominational membership, 
attendance upon services, Sunday-school attend- 
ance, and preferences expressed. The population 
is divided into three classes, children, youths, and 
adults. The work is contributory to that of the 
various church auxiliary societies. ‘The primary 
intent, however, is to show strangers and the un- 
churched the well-meaning interest of the churches 
in their welfare,” says one of the promoters. “The 
data will not be misused.” Nevertheless, we can- 
cannot resist the suspicion that it will be employed 
to help bring the odium theologicum to bear on 
those who avow themselvs Freethinkers or who for 
other reasons do not attach themselvs to the 
churches. On the surface it appears to be without 
directly evil intent, but as it is under the direction 
of aggressiv Christians it will do no harm to keep 
a close watch upon it, for sad experience proves 
that it is almost impossible for these people to en- 
gage in any enterprise that is not intended to make 


it uncomfortable for dissenters to liv in this world. 
a gg XE NUI, 


The Christian Advocate remarks that the preacher 
who is uncertain regarding the opening of art 
galleries on Sunday “does not intend to open the 
door for worldly pleasure-seekers to do as they 
please on the Lord's Day, but he does go without 
intending it.” What slaves to superstition men 
are! Why should not worldly pleasure-seekers do 
as they please, providing that they do not invade 
the equal rights of others? The inference is that 
they ought to do as others please to let them do, 
but where do these ruling gentry get the right to 
prescribe for people whose natural and constitu- 
tional rights are presumptivly equal to their own? 
If a group of men hay not the right to govern them- 
selvs, where do they get the right to govern their 
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neighbors? Again, why should not worldly pleasure- 
seekers do as they please on “the Lord's Day," so- 
called, a8 well as on other days? Who gave the 
“Lord” a proscriptiv right to the monopoly of any 
day? Who is this Lord? Whereis he? How are 
we going to prove that he has a quit-claim deed for 
Sunday? Dr. Buckley knows just as well as we do 
that, so far as the authority of the Bible is com- 
cerned, Saturday is the real “Lord’s Day.” The 
men and women of America and of the rest of the 
world should stand on their feet and tell the priests 
and law-makers that “worldly pleasures” are all 
right; that the * Lord's Day” delusion is a survival 
from the rattle and bib stage of human develop. 
ment, and that each individual has the right to 
make such use of his time as he sees fit, always at 
his own cost. Genuin liberty is not given ; it is won. 


we are wise, we can meet the church on its new 
line of “rest,” and silence its batteries in one cam- 
paign. Not only should we love liberty, but we 
must serve her in practical and efficient ways. The 
Sunday fight is on Wow. 


A motion was made in the Brooklyn Board of 
Aldermen to permit amateur ball players to use 
Prospect Park on Sunday. The proposition was 
voted down, seven to eleven, the seven being Alder- 
men Board, Cohen, Dunne, Gilfoyle, Hennessey, 
McGarry, and Roeder. Alderman Cary said that 
he was afraid some judgment would come down 
upon the board if it voted in favor of the motion. 
Alderman Cary should not be frightened so easily ; 
he is not in any danger, probably, for we are as- 
sured that death loves a shining mark, and un- 
questionably he is dull enough to liv forever. Al- 
derman Cohen) we fear he is not a Christian by 
heritage) said that he did not think a young man 
would go to hell merely because he played ball on 
‘Sunday. When the fact of division along party 
lines was pointed out, the aforesaid unresplendent 
Alderman Cary remarked that “Republicans were 
brought up to observe the Sabbath and go to 
church instead of playing ball.” But, good Mr. 
Cary, do they always continue to walk in the 
straight and narrow way to the conventicle, and vir- 
tuously avoid the wicked ball field? How about 
Robert G. Ingersoll, to illustrate? He does not 
attend church very regularly, does he? And it 
occurs to us that he has caught out and struck out 
more champion church players than any other 
American Freethinker we can just now call to mind. 
He did not allow Black, or Fisher, or Field, or 
Gladstone to make a single run, did he? The ma- 
jority of the Brooklyn Board of Aldermen seem to 
hav come in on a freight train; at all events, they 
are awfully out of date with their talk about “judg- 
ment” because they are asked to permit the young 
men of the city to pitch and bat a ball on Sunday. 
Go to sleep again, gentlemen, no bolt will find 
you. God could not see you without a micro- 
scope. 


It seems so easy for some people to be inaccurate. ' 
and also oblivious of the most patent facts. For 
instance, there is an * Infidel” paper that comes to 
this office that in one issue twice speaks of the 
editor of this journal as “ McDonald,” although the 
name appears in ever number as Macdonald; once 
givs him the initials * H. E.," although they are 
plainly printed E. M., and speaks of the * London 
Freethought Magazine,” although there is no Lon- 
don Freethought Magazine. It also says that we 
should hav a national meeting of Infidels at an 
early date, quietly ignoring the fact that we hav 
such a meeting every year, although the editor who 
makes the belated suggestion has never attended 
one of them. We are told that in this proposed 
meeting the brethren of Canada and Europe should 
be invited to participate. That is all right, but 
nothing new, for such an international gathering 
was held in Chicago during the World’s Fair. Of 
course, the gentleman was not present, for if he 
had been he would not at this time in the afternoon 
speak of such a convention a8 of something never pre- 
viously suggested or held. The same editor remarks 
that “never before in the history of this country 
has the outlook for Infidel supremacy been so en- 
couraging.” We hav no more use for Infidel su- 
premacy than we hav for Christian supremacy. All 
we demand is that all citizens shall stand before 
the law equal in rights and opportunities. 


See 

‘The moral supremacy of the community, its unre- 
stricted right to deal with its members, is the sole basis 
on which rational punishment can rest. * The 
rights of the individual man are, in short, to-day not 
worth consideration.”—F. A. Bradley, in International 
Journal of Ethics. 

The “moral supremacy of the community,” the 
rights of the community, are the rights of the indi- 
viduals composing the community, no less, no more. 
The only legitimate function of the community is 
the protection of the rights of the individual, and 
this function is simply the transferred functions of 
the individuals, aggregated. Power, not rights, is 
gained by association. If the writer had said that 
government, in its capacity of defender of the prop- 
erty, persons, and lives of its constituents, had su- 
preme suthority over the invading individual, his 
statement might be permitted to pass unchallenged, 
for the invaded individual has that authority when 
the seriousness of the invasion demands it, and we 
recognize that killing in self-defense is not a crime. 
But his assertions, as herein quoted, are unscien- 
tificand monstrous. The thousand units combined 
hav no more right to murder than had any one of 
the units before the combination was effected. 
Powers not possessed cannot be delegated. If Mr. 
Bradley is right, if the individual has no rights, 
then the community, the aggregation of individuals, 
can hav none. To draw an illustration from nature, 
outside of man: A thousand gallons of water, 
brought together in a reservoir and fed to a steam 
engin, will produce results not to be attained, in 
all cases, by the vaporization of the thousand gal- 
lonsof water separately, but all the elements found 
in the contents of the reservoir existed previously 
in the same proportions in the isolated gallons, and 
the power developed by the larger quantity drawn 
from the reservoir was potentially present in all 
of the smaller quantities which, combined, filled the 
reservoir, and without which the reservoir could 
never hav been filled nor the power furnished to the 
engin developed. Mr. Bradley’s dictum is not new, 
either in theory or application. Every religious 
and political tyrant in the world has accepted and 


Here is a faint ray of light in the Sabbatarian 
gloom of this decadent age: All of the missionaries 
and some of the employees on Ellis Island (im- 
migrant station) petitioned that the station be 
closed on Sunday. President Cleveland, acting 
on the recommendation of Secretary Carlisle and 
Commissioner Stump, of the Immigration Bureau, 
declines to accede to the request. It is pointed out 
that “it would be unnecessary hardship on incom- 
ing immigrants to detain them for twenty-four or 
thirty-six hours, when first and second-class passen- 
gers on vessels which arrive Saturday night or Sun- 
day morning are immediately landed.” 

That is humane and sensible, and isa substantial 
recognition of the equal rights of all, without re- 
gard to their financial condition, but what follows 
is still better, because of what it implies: «It is 
said that the government force at the island can be 
go divided that the men will hav to work only one 
Sunday out of three during the summer and alter- 
nate Sundays during the winter." If this is done 
at Ellis Island it will be an official application and 
indorsement of the * Relay Method,” first suggested 
in these columns, and earnestly advocated by Tum 
Trura Szexer alone for nearly two years. Apply 
this principle to all work needing to be done on 
Sunday, and you hav effectually and foréver spiked 
the last and only gun of the Sunday worshipers. 
Mere theorists are out of the fight in this practical 
age; Sunday sanctity cannot stand a moment be- 
fore the onslaught of up-to-date Secularists. If 
Sunday is to be the weekly holiday of the tens of 
millions, the hundreds of thousands ‘must work, 
and they will get ¿heir rest by the establishment of 
the relay system in every industry requiring Sun- 
day labor. Why do not all Freethinkers and Free- 
thought journals hasten to grasp this invincible 
weapon? Why hesitate? On the side of prin- 
ciple we always hav been amply armed, and now, if 
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acted upon it. Across the centuries Torquemada 
reaches his bloody hand to his modern echo, and 
Nicholas of Russia may well hail him as a brother. 
One very important deduction seems to hav escaped 
the amiable gentleman’s observation: If the rela- 
tivly free society in which he livs should put his 
teachings into practice it would hang him off-hand 
as one of its own most dangerous enemies. He 
would then discover that Ais individual rights are 
indeed “ not worth consideration,” because, like the 
rabid dog, he is an imminent menace to the safety 
of every other individual composing the free com- 
munity. 2 

The American Sentinel made a bad slip in its 
issue of May 30. During the trial of J. Q. Allison 
at Douglassville Ga, for the violation of the San- 
day law, the judge said, answering the plea of the 
defense that the Sunday statute interfered with the 
religious liberty of the citizen : 

** I would not interfere with you in any way in the en- 
joyment of your religion; this is simply a law of the state, 
and we are bound thereby. The state could say that you 
should keep Wednesday or Thursday or every other 
Thursday, that it would be & crime to work on every 
other Wednesday or every other Thursday, and we would 
be bound to obey the law.” 

To this the editor of the Adventist paper replies : 
“This statement by the judge would be true if the 
law were indeed & merely civil regulation based 
upon civil reasons.” The italics are his. He then 
goes on to show conclusivly that the Sabbath law 
is not based on merely civil reasons, and thus 
effectually disposes of the judge’s defense of the 
prosecution. But we are not here concerned with 
this aspect of the matter; what we would call 
attention to is the astounding admission of the 

Sentinel that the state has a right to make honest 
labor a crime on any day for any reason. This is 
unconditional surrender. Suppose that the state of 
Georgia should take Mr. Jones at his word and, aban- 
doning its present Sabbath and repealing its Sab- 
bath laws, should enact that hereafter Wednesday is 
to be an enforced legal secular holiday in the state, 
and that all work done on that day is a crime, to be 
duly punished by the courts—would the Adventists 
be any more eager to observe Wednesday as a sec- 
ular day of rest than they now are to observe Sun- 
day as a day of worship? The Adventists complain 
that the existing laws not only compel them to do 
jury duty, attend court as witnesses, and in other 
ways profane their Sabbath (Saturday), but they 
are also forced to lose two days each week instead 
of one. They likewise contend that God as im- 
perativly commands man to work six days each week 
as he does to worship one. Well, with Wednesday 
set apart as a secular holiday, on which work is a 
crime, and their consciences impelling them to 
obey their God’s command to work six days out of 
seven and to spend Saturday in worship, would 
they not hav been merely taken from the frying-pan 
and put into the fire? If they obey the civil law 
and God's Sabbath law they must disobey God's 
six-day work law and also lose one day each week 
which they would otherwise hav employed in pro- 
ductiv labor. They hav gained nothing by the 
change and liberty has gained nothing. The 
judge’s statement is not true and cannot be true. 
The doctrin he advances is false and pernicious, and 
fit only for slaves, by whom alone it can be ac- 
cepted. Compulsory labor is slavery, forever 
abolished in this country by war and by constitu- 
tional amendment, and compulsory idleness is 
simply the other side of compulsory labor, still to 
be abolished, possibly by war, certainly by re- 
peal of all existing legislation compelling it, and by 
constitutional amendment if need be. It is against 
public policy to make either non-invasiv labor or 
nom-invasiv recreation a crime under the law, and 
the aggregate of the population possesses not the 
shade of a shadow of a right to prescribe for the 
units how they shall employ their time. This is 
the bedrock principle of American liberty and of 
human liberty, and to abandon it is to be lost in 
the morasses and quicksands of despotism. 
‘Tae TaorH Szzxza Annvat for 1895 is great. 
Price, 25 cents. 
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News and Notes. 


It was a grateful change after all to pass from 
the turmoil of London to the great quiet and beau- 
tiful country. London is à continual pressure, an 
There seems no end in 
It is diffi- 
cult to keep still long enough in London to' write 
these News and Notes. I desire to be on the go, in 
The electric currents pos- 
sess the universal air, and you cannot escape the 
sparkling influence unless you take a long journey 
One must do this occasionally, 


everlasting excitement. 
time or space to its enormous activities. 


-the swim, all the time. 


into the country. 
. I think, in order to recover his equilibrium. 


Hence I rejoiced in the loveliness of English 
scenery as I dashed to Derby on the express, with 
"Watts and Foote in the compartment with me. 
How delightfully the landscapes spread away from 
the rushing train; fields and meadows, forests and 
hilis, dotted with villages and handsome dwellings 
of the rich and lordly, with now and then a tower- 
ing church or castle, ancient relics of gloom, in the 
bourgeon of this glorious spring time, adorning the 
portals of the past, while the music and splendor 


of the future are bursting forth. 


With these mingling feelings of reminiscence and 


hope, the end of our journey is reached at Derby, 


a stately village of one hundred thousand people; a 


Village, it seemed to me, after London and in con- 
trast with American cities of like size. 


mult, and honestly it did seem to me at first sight 
as if I had struck a New England burg of about five 
thousand population. However, Derby is a hand- 
some place, and the people are good-natured and 
accommodating. 

There were bubbles of excitement, however, cir- 
culating through its streets. There was to be a 
clash of arms in the intellectual arena, and the re- 
ligious and Freethought spirits were in a state of 
animated expectancy. The debate between Mr. 
Foote and Mr, T. W. Lee took place at Temperance 
Hall. There were present, I should think, fifteen 
hundred people at each session. At any rate, the 
hall was crowded to its utmost capacity. The Chris- 
tians were on hand to witness the downfall of Infi- 
delity. They composed at least three-fifths of the 
audience. _ 

Mr. W. J. Piper, editor of the Derby Daily 
Telegraph, presided on both evenings. He is, I 
understand, a Unitarian, and he did his duty im- 
partially and admirably, and held the reins of gov- 
ernment so firmly that the perturbed theological 
soul must needs listen according to parliamentary 
rule, a thing which Mr. Piper said could not hav 
been done ten years ago. Free debate was then 
impossible. Secularism has been training the 
people. 

Mr. T. W. Lee is a representativ of the Christian 
Evidence Society. He has been a disputant for 
about fifteen years. He was at the beginning, I 
understand, bombastic and egotistical; and I can 
gee some remains of the primeval strata yet. Occa- 
sionally, by his manner and the look of his eye, it 
appeared to my mind that he would like to demol- 
ish things by pure physical force, by the “sword of 
faith,” and not by the clash of argument; but evi- 
dently he has learned his lesson and holds his theo- 
logical team under good control. He does not 
allow his temper to get the best of him. He is 
keen, shrewd, and well equipped. He is a 
wily opponent. He knows when to dodge, and 
where to put in his hardest blows. He is a skilled 
dialectician. He manages his case with the adroit- 
ness of a lawyer. He has evidently studied the de- 
fenses of modern theology. I must confess that I 
was pleased with his energy, his tenacity, and his 
determination not to be whipped, no matter how 
severe might be the blows upon his metaphysical 
cranium. Even if he was knocked down he wouldn't 
admit it, and he had a majority of the audience to 
shout victory while in the jaws of defeat. 

Mr. Foote was the man for the occasion. He is 
imperturbable, no matter how furious the conflict. 
He does not get excited. He measures his oppo- 
nent fairly. He knows what he has to do; that the 
majority of the audience is hostil, and he must 
handle his subject both carefully and courageously. 
He has the power both of eloquence and logic. The 
people are bound to listen to what he says. He 
constrains by his personal presence. He has phys- 
ical vitality. He is like a soldier. His speech is 
persuasiv, his method argumentativ, with here and 
there a brilliant illustration or flash of humor. He 
appeals to the intellect. He is analytic and con- 
vincing. He made his hearers see differences where 
his opponent endeavored to confound them. Not 
until his closing address did he gather together in 
one thunderbolt the condensed logic of his incisiv 
reasoning; and then he fairly captured his audi- 


An Ameri- 
can city would hum from one end to the other, but 
here the people move along without hurry or tu- 


ence with his splendid peroration, and extorted 
applause even from the orthodox crowd. Once in 
a while the enemy showed his teeth and growled, 
and was just on the point of precipitating a mob ; 
but Foote was in his element then and quelled his 
audience by what they could not help but admire, 
his display of English grit. 

Mr. Lee in his argument followed the usual 
metaphysical lines. He made a statement not of 
facts, but of opinions. The question was “ Which is 
the more reasonable, Theism or Atheism?” Mr. Lee 
said in substance: Something now exists, therefore 
something has always existed, for something can- 
not come out of nothing. What is this eternal 
something? It cannot be the universe as it now 
is, for that we know has changed. It cannot be 
the atoms which compose the universe, for they are 
conditioned and limited. The uncreated substance 
must be unconditioned and unlimited. Being un- 
conditioned and unlimited, is it intelligent? It is, 
for the order and symmetry of the created universe 
declare this. Isit benevolent? It is, for the uni- 
verse also declares that on the whole created exist- 
ence is for good and not for evil. 

This is the substance of Mr. Lee’s argument. It 
is the old argument from design; an argument 
which cannot be improved upon with all the arti- 
fices of modern theology. Through thick and thin, 
Mr. Lee stuck to his argument with manful resolve. 
It was his only salvation. 

Mr. Foote did not endeavor to meet Mr. Lee 
with any metaphysical back-fire whatsoever. He 
wisely confined himself to facts. He stuck to the 
scientific method entirely. What are the facts of 
the universe, and what do these facts mean? In the 
original statement of the question Mr. Lee put it 
as follows: “ Resolved, That Theism is a more rea- 
sonable theory of the universe than Atheism.” 
Mr. Foote declined to admit the words ‘theory 
of the universe,” for, said he. Atheism is not a 
* theory of the universe.” It does not profess to 
explain things. It is simply an acceptance of facts 
as far as they go. Mr. Foote was right in this. 
He did not try to elucidate the universe, but sim- 
ply the facts of human knowledge. These facts, if 
there is any validity in human knowledge, teach 
that it is impossible that the universe should be 
created by an infinitly wise, powerful, and good 
being. In the first place we cannot conceive crea- 
tion, and therefore it cannot be reasonable. But 
allowing creation, the creativ force, whatever it may 
be, is responsible for all that exists. It therefore 
creates the evil, and cannot therefore be infinitly 
good. It cannot be infinitly wise, for everywhere 
are marks of imperfection. Therefore, whatever 
the creativ force may be, it cannot be God as de- 
fined by Theism. God, so far as we know, is 
purely the creation of the human mind. 

These were the points elaborated by Mr. Foote. 
He did not once get off his base. He did not try to 


Soar away 
And mingle with the eternal ray. 


He let all speculation alone. He did not build up 
an airy fabric of Atheism as opposed to an airy 
fabric of Theism. He did not dogmatize about the 
unknown. He simply said, These are the facts; 
Theism does not fit the facts. No Theistic theory 
ever invented by man does fit the facts. What is 
the inevitable conclusion? Atheism pure and sim- 
ple. Agnosticism is practically the same thing. It 
rejects every known theory of Theism. Therefore 
it is “without God,” and that is Atheism. No 
doubt the Christians saw the force of Mr. Foote’s 
argument. They realized as never before the logic 
of Atheism; that, based on facts, it is impregnable, 
and that the only answer to it is the wail of faith 
and the gush of sentiment. Mr. Lee knew how to 
wail and how to gush, and he sought applause by 
expressing the fervor of his belief. The Christians 
knew the point, and applauded his assumptions 
vociferously, while when he attempted argument 
they were dumb. His logical weakness was appar- 
ent even to his friends. 

The debate will giv a fine impetus to the Secular 
movement in Derby. It has awakened thought, and 
the philosophy of Secularism is better understood. 
It is seen that Atheism is not a bare denial, but 
really the affirmation of humanity with all its re- 
splendent qualities. 

I was pleased to meet the Liberal friends of 
Derby. I expect to lecture at this place while in 
England. Mr. W, Westwelland Mr. Robert Ainsworth 
were present from Manchester. We were at the 
same hotel, and the hours outside the debate were 
enlivened with generous sociability. Under the 
guidance of Mr. Foote and Mr. Westwell I discov- 
ered the superb beauties of English cooking. I 
don’t understand Daudet when he speaks of the 
“coarse meat and horrible cookery " of England. 
I suppose I shall know more about it when I visit 


Paris, if I hav the opportunity, but I really think 
at present that the English do know how to cook. 

On Thursday we had a delightful drive together 
about Derbyshire, and the prospects were lovely 
indeed. Here is English scenery in its simple mag- 
nificence. Nothing like the wild and grand scen- 
ery, the prairies and mountains of America, but 
there were ample fields undulating and glittering in 
emerald glory; there were antique forests, over 
whose crumbling arches swept the splendor of the 
spring, decorating anew the immemorial columns ; 
there were gentle declivities fading into the cloudy 
and luminous horizon, the green hedges, the hard 
and shining road, the snug hamlet, the lodge and 
stately gateway, the elegant park, the gardens just 
beginning to bloom, the great mansion, half hid 
by trees and shrubbery; the wandering herds fol- 
lowing the dog, the horseman in the distance; the 
white flocks, the shimmering lake embosomed in 
the hills; the town, splendid on the verge between 
earth and sky, like a fairy picture, gorgeous and 
illuminated with the slanting rays breaking from 
floating cloudlands, while, mingling with these 
scenes, burst and quivered and rolled the sweet 
singing of the birds. And how shall I deseribe the 
delicious lunch—milk and soda, bread, butter, and 
cheese? That was all we could find in the remote 
village, amid whose quaint and picturesque pre- 
cincts we seemed to be flung back a hundred years, 
far from the haunts of civilization. I did not know 
that so secluded and venerable a spot, where the 
din of the world is lost amidst gray and mossy 
walls and blackened rafters, could be found in the 
bustling England of to-day. But England, after 
all, stretches wide and far, and has an infinit vari- — 
ety of aspect, and the old continually mingles with 
the new. 

After the debate on Thursday night, a large 
deputation of Secular friends waited upon Mr. 
Foote and thanked him for the admirable fight he 
had made. Mr. W. Whitney spoke in behalf of the 
Derby branch of the National Secular Society, and 
congratulated Mr. Foote upon the efficient and dig- 
nified manner in which he had defended their posi- 
tion. The American visitor also received a cordial 
welcome. So the Derby meeting closed with en- 
thusiasm and courage in the Freethought ranks at 
this important point. 

Saturday morning Mr. Foote, Mr. Watts, and my- 
self visited Nottingham fora few hours. This is 
about fourteen miles from Derby, a manufacturing 
town of 240,000 inhabitants. It has a much more 
business-like appearance than Derby. 'The passers- 
by are more alert and there are crowds occasion- 
ally. The great castle looms on a precipitous 
hight as we approach the station. We did not hav 
time, however, to mount its frowning walls, around 
which so many battalions hav surged and crowded 
in bleeding masses. We visited the Arboretum, in 
which there is a beautiful display of flowers, with 
walks amid blooming foliage and dazzling carpet 
of grass, from the crest of which, where the monu- 
ment and cannons gleam, is spread a vast and 
splendid panorama of the city. Returning, we pass 
through the cemetery, in whose shadowy majesty 
white death mingles with many-colored, blossoming 
life. We witness the memorials of those who hav 
served humanity, and whose names are in the an- 
nals of Freethought. Among those shines. the name 
of William Nowlan, the father of Mrs. Charles 
Watts. He was one of the champions of the Sec- 
ular cause in Nottingham years ago. Nottingham 
is noted as one of the old camping-grounds of 
Watts. Here he has borne the lance in the arena 
of intellectual debate, and made Freethought vic- 
torious. Therefore there are pleasant and noble 
recollections connected with this place. I was 
pleased to meet Mr. Chater, and also, at his house, 
Mrs. Charles A. Watts, daughter-in-law of my vet- 
eran comrade. She was sojourning here for a few 
days on account of her health. Nottingham will 
brightly abide in the memory of the Secular Pil- 
grim, though but a few hours were passed amid its 
charming associations. 

At Nottingham my comrades bid me good-bye 
after having seen me safely into the cars bound for 
Bradford. At this place, where I arrive at early 
candle light, I am met by J. W. Gott, John Grange, 
H. Smith, and James Sunderland, and their cordial 
greeting makes me ready for any fate in this some- 
what frontier post of English Freethought, for 
Freethought is not by any means in the swim here 
at Bradford. It is a constant struggle to keep 
above water, but there are strenuous and noble 
workers. The Zruth Seeker is a monthly publics- 
tion, and it is doing good service to advance or- 
ganization. It is a useful pioneer journal, sold for 
only a penny, and one gets more than his money's 
worth every time. Such a journal in America would 
cost at least five pennies. By means of the Zruth 
Seeker Bradford forges ahead and keeps the light 
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Rof reason sparkling abroad. I hav fair audiences 
“for the three lectures on Sunday, May 19th, and 
‘they are appreciativ and enthusiastic, and I must 
“gay that I like Bradford whatever the fortunes of 
i; war may be. I enjoy the hospitality of Mr. and 
, Mrs. Gott, and am surrounded with home comforts. 


' ^ Saturday afternoon I take a trip with Sunderland 


over the city, or town, rather, for although Brad- 
ford has & population of 240,000, it is not, in Eng- 
lish parlance, a city, for it has no cathedral and no 
bishop. Only those places are cities where cathe- 
drals and bishops put in an imposing appearance. 

Bradford, in some parts of the day, and at some 
places, presents almost as busy and crowded a scene 
as London. It is a manufacturing point. The 
Lister mills, the largest in the world, are here. 
They are simply immense, and astonish one with 
their hight and variety. I visit Maningham park, 
a beautiful place. Bradford is amply endowed with 
parks. Outside of London, it surpasees all other 
towns of its size for the number it possesses, al- 
though in the heart of the city we do not see trees 
and gardens as we do inLondon. 

Bradford is & picturesque place, although it is 
crowded with warehouses and factories, and its 
streets are narrow and crooked like those of Bos- 
ton. I travel, after my rounds of the principal re- 
sorts, to the home of Mr. Sunderland at Under- 
cliffe, and it is a climb to get there. It is like go- 
ing up Zion’s hill. However, we don’t hav to walk; 
we ride on the top of a big tramcar. The tram- 
cars here hav two stories, and they do present a 
gigantic appearance. A wonderful and beautiful 
view is unfolded as I mount upward on this tre- 
mendous vehicle. Bradford is built mainly in the 
heart of a great basin. Vast hills roll away on 
every side, decorated with residences. Far as the 
eye can see these billowy mountains extend. It was 
like many & scene in the Old Granit state, and re- 
minded me.more of my nativ territory than any 
place I had yet visited. The sun was setting as we 
traversed the lofty ridge, and it was indeed a gor- 
geous prospect. The sky was like a vast dome of 
mingling gold and blue, with darkening gray. 
Swell on swell of table lands and mighty hills like 
the swaying of a huge sea swept to every point of 
the horizon, while deep down below gleamed and 
glowered the multitudinous city. As my friend 
Smith said, looking at Bradford at night time, when 
its thousand lights were flashing, it seems as if 
heaven itself was turned topsy-turvy, and all the 
shining stars were huddled and scattered in flam- 
ing masses in the abyss beneath. Bradford cer- 
tainly can boast of beauty and sublimity. 

I must not omit to write of Laycock’s Temper- 
ance Hotel, where they drink tea and eat toast and 
talk with the volubility of a ladies’ sewing circle. 

It is a congregation of cranks from morning till 
night, and the humming and the buzzing, and the 
flashing and the crashing of ever-varying ideas is 
immensely amusing. It is like the sputtering of 
electric batteries with opposing currents. This is 
one of the oldest places in Bradford, and is & curi- 
osity shop indeed. Here is freedom of speech, the 
utmost antagonism of thought with prevailing good 
nature, while occasionally there is a lurid lightning 
glare which threatens disaster, but glances off in a 
rainbow shower of jolly laughter. I wouldn’t hav 
missed Laycock’s on any account. It was unique, 
universal, interesting, evolutionary, and revolution- 
ary. I liked it. It was good asa play. I hope it 
will keep rolling and tumbling on in Niagara-like 
fashion, with its intellectual rapids, long as the 
world stands. Bradford won’t be a dull place to 
visit as long as Laycock’s flourishes. 

John Grange was chairman of the meetings and 
made excellent opening addresses, giving a hearty 
welcome to the American visitor. Friends were 
present from Leeds, Shipley, Halifax, and other 
neighboring places. Some came many miles afoot 
to attend. I was quite encouraged to meet these 
loyal comrades. I must extend my thanks to the 
ladies, Mrs. Gott, Mrs. Grange, Mrs. Sunderland, 
and others, for their support. Only a few ladies in 
Bradford are willing to be identified with the move- 
ment. It is a pleasure to find a few who are brave 
and intelligent. 

I leave Bradford with the star of progress shin- 
ing upon my way. I hav faith in the courage and 
devotion of our allies here. Especially must I 
thank Mr. J. W. Gott for his generous comrade- 
ship. ee 

Ics to London on Monday. I spend the 
evening at Watts’s, where we outline future cam- 
‘paigns. Tuesday I am busy with News and Notes 
and can’t see much, although there are thousands 

_ of objects yet to view. Tuesday evening I attend 
the annual meeting of the Malthusian League. I 
` listened to earnest and splendid addresses from 
Dr. C. R. Drysdale, president; George W. Foote, A. 
B. Moss, Dr. T. R. Allinson, Miss Thornton Smith, 
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and others. I was deeply interested in the many 
and fruitful ideas advanced. Of course I cannot 
see but what the Malthusian proposition is correct. 
Population must increase faster than the means of 
subsistence, and the check must be war, famin, and 
pestilence, or wise human control. It is a subject 
worthy of the widest consideration and the utmost 
liberty of expression. I am afraid we could not 
hold such & meeting as this in New York. We hav 
not freedom of speech enough yet. Our English 
friends are ahead of us on some points: They hav 
fought the good fight and won. Of course, in 
England, where the population is so overflowing, 
the pressure of the Malthusian question is much 
greater than in our own country, whose natural re- 
sources are still far in advance of the demand made 
upon them, but the time is surely coming when we 
in America must confront this enormous problem,. 
the solution of which is absolutely necessary to hu- 
man progress. 

After the meeting I had a walk and talk amid 
London lights and shadows with A. B. Moss, and 
Mr. Lawrence. a veteran of the Bradlaugh ranks. 
We stood on London Bridge-—historic spot—and 
watched the wonderful scene and in imagination 
traversed the ages past. We went by the old Lon- 
don Tower, glooming in the solemn midnight with 
the strange majesty of crime and death, and horror 
and glory; we passed over the stupendous Tower 
Bridge, a marvel of human achievement, one of the 
most amazing structures anywhere on the planet; 
a kind of crystallized Niagara in its magnificence, 
strength, loftiness, and massiv proportions. I 
walked through Billingsgate, silent as the grave at 
this hour, with only & solitary policeman on his 
rounds, but at five o'clock in the morning what life 
and language burst in tumult here, & pandemo- 
nium of every ejaculation under the sun. The 
tower of Babel or the day of Pentecost couldn't 
equal this for diversity of tongues. 

A. B. Moss is one of our best workers on this 
side, & vigorous and straightforward speaker. He 
has had a vast variety of experience. He is London 
born &nd bred, and understands how to reach and 
move the great masses of the people. 

I was also glad to meet Edward 'lruelove, 
the oldest of our veterans here. He is in his 85th 
year. His courage is unquenchable. He has suf- 
fered in our cause, but bates no jot of heart or hope. 
He will die in the harness, with all the glorious en- 
thusiasm of youth. 

My New York and Brooklyn friends will remem- 
ber Caleb Pink, now in London. He was the first 
of the audience at the Hall of Science to giv me the 
handshake. He is still on the move and his philo- 
Sophie spirit is as bright as ever. He likes Eng- 
land, but his heart beats for America. He takes 
Tuer Trurs SEEKER and reads it every week with en- 
thusiasm. Hekeeps in touch with Freethought the 
world over. I remember him years ago as one of 
foremost lights of the Liberal Club and Philosoph- 
ical Association, and memories throng upon me as 
I greet his kindly face. Sauuzn P. Pornam. 

London, May 22, 1895. f 


chairman, and made some pointed speeches illustrat- 
ing our principles. Mr. F. A. Rahders, the banker, 
supported us splendidly. He is a nativ of South 
Carolina, well educated and versed on all topics, 
being a graduate of Trinity College, Durham. 
Charles Barta and wife came over from Mapes. 
Messrs. Metcalf and Barrett are strong allies. 
Early Monday morning I start for Hoople, where 
Iam to giv three more lectures. Remsburg has 
been here once, and Putnam twice. ‘The commu- 
nity is thoroughly aroused. A sky-pilot who was 
holding revival meetings told the people how he 
had “done up” Putnam on the train, when he waa 
here last winter, so completely that he had nothing 
to say. Surely my chances were small, yet not one of 
the vain clerical parasites in Hoople had the cour- 
age to attend my lectures, and no doubt they will 
make a similar lying statement about me when I 
am & thousand miles away. Mr. M. A. Hewitt made 
the arrangements. Although in business here, he 
is outspoken, and has the trade even of the preach- 
ers. Quite a crowd of Park River Liberals came 
over the first two nights. The school-house was 
full at all the lectures, but the third evening it was 
crowded, and we had the Hoople band to add to 
the attractions. Mr. Jones, the school teacher, or- 
ganized a choir, and we had singing as well. With 
such men as Thomas Simons, W. C. Francis, Geo. 
Bodmer, J. E. Flannigan, Geo. Johnson, and A. D. 
Marble at the front, Freethought is a formidable 
force in Hoople. Mr. Haight came in from Milton, 
and Mr. C. E. Anderson from Grafton. They all, 
and particularly Mr. Hewitt and Mr. Johnson, did 
everything they could to make my visit agreeable. 
Mr. John J. Kolmen came over from Park River 
and remained until the last lecture, when I accom- 
panied him home. No finer country than North 
Dakota could be found for driving—no hills, the 
land as level as a billiard table; no stones in the 
soil to impede the plow of the farmer. The great 
pest here is the gopher, an animal of about the size 
of & squirrel, which it resembles. It livs in the 
ground and does great damage to crops, but the 
government pays a bounty for gophers, and they 
will in time be exterminated. After an hour and a 
half we reached our destination. Things are differ- 
ent in Park River from what they were last winter. 
Then the Ohristians were going to annihilate us 
on the spot. Now they are as silent as the grave. 
Even the Methodist pulpiteer is quiet, and no 
Christian will say & word when a Freethinker is 
within hearing distance. Our audiences were not 
big, but they were good both in size and quality. 
Mr. E. Smith-Petersen presided. He is naturally, 
and by common consent, the leader in Park River. 
Physically as well as mentally he is a specimen of 
perfect manhood. He possesses dauntless courage, 
and nothing can move him when he knows he is in 
the right. Edward Doering is secretary of the 
Liberal League. John J. Kolmen is a fighter by 
nature, and no Christian cares to enter into a dis- 
cussion with him. Among other Liberals, I can 
name Mr. Ames, John Mundagel, M. M. Ager, and 
Ole Stevens—all of the right kind and well fitted 
to hold their own in this bigoted community. On 
Sunday morning Mr. and Mrs. Kolmen and myself 
went to hear the Rev. Mr. Campbell, a very liberal 
Presbyterian minister. There is progress even in 
the pulpit. Mr. Campbell does not deal much in 
theology, but in ethics, and calls the attention of 
his people to the necessity of right living. He ad- 
mits that unbelief is not a sin, and that creeds to a 
great extent hav been a damage to the world. Last 
winter he boldly announced that he would treat 
Liberals fairly and courteously, and he is held in 
high esteem by all who possess the same qualities 
as himself. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


Lecture Notes. 

Lakota, N. D., my next appointment after Crooks- 
ton, had never before heard a Freethought lecture, 
and never before hav I seen a place take so kindly 
to Liberalism. Orthodoxy is certainly in the mi- 
nority here, and it knows it. At first it tried to 
show its hand by objecting to our having the court 
house for the meetings, but the people were aroused 
by this petty usurpation, and the religionists were 
obliged to climb down, I gave three lectures, all 
of which were well attended. The Nelson County 
Herald remarked: “One of the contrasts between 
the present age and that of two hundred years ago 
is the fact that lectures on the line of those of Mr. 
Steiner could not hav been given in open public in 
those days, while now all classes pay him respectful 
attention. In those days he would hav been stoned 
to death by Jew and gentile alike, and could hav 
found no place where he might lay his head in 
peace.” This is just as true of fifty years ago as of 
two hundred, and we could not lecture to-day if the 
church had power to prevent. 

First among Lakota Liberals I must mention J. 
M. Hartin, who made all arrangements and to 
whose efforts the success of the lectures was due. 
He was cradled in the church, his father being an 
Episcopal minister. Those who hav had opportu- 
nity to know the most of Christianity hav the least 
faith in it. Friend Hartin and his brothers had 
such opportunity, and they are all Freethinkers. 
Mrs. Hartin is right in line, being as enthusiastic 
as her husband. I was a guest at their home, and 
was certainly in a good atmosphere. Col. E. Smith, 
of Bartlett, presided at the lectures. The colonel 
is true blue. He has taken Taz Taura SEEKER ever 
since its first issue in New York. He was a good 


Observations. 


With Mr. Morris M. Bostwick’s contribution, two 
weeks ago, to the one-god-or-several question, the 
debate went outside my baliwick. Astro-theology 
and the Bacon-Shakspere cipher are not for me. 
There are those who giv all the spooks of the relig- 
ious imagination an astronomical significance, iden- 
tifying the son of God with the sun-god, the twelve 
apostles with the twelve months of the year, and 
all the acts and adventures of Jesus Christ with 
the phenomena of the seasons. Others discover 
phallic significance in the accounts of the creation 
and redemption, and infer a system of sex worship 
from crosses, buns, and doughnuts. Still another 
school find the trail of a snake from Genesis to 
Revelation, and thence conclude that Christianity 
had its origin in serpent-worship. The theories 
are interesting, but scholars who profess to take & 
rational view of the Bible are cautious about in- 
dorsing them. I once communicated with Prof. 
T. H. Huxley in order obtain his opinion of Dr. 
Robert Taylor's astro-theology as set out in the 
“Diegesis.” He replied in effect that while, sev- 
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enty years ago, a man in jail for blasphemy, as Dr. 
Taylor was, and galled by the persecutions of those 
who preach the religion of love, might be forgiven 
for putting forth such a work, people of the present 
age would not be justified in taking it seriously. I 
giv Mr. Huxley's opinion for what it is worth. 

The plain defect of astronomy as an explanation 
of theology is that while it might account for the 
characters in Hebrew and Christian mythdon, it 
does not provide for the doctrin and precepts. No 
sane person would accuse the solar orb of preach- 
ing the Sermon on the Mount, nor can that lumi- 
nary be conceived of as laying down the Ten Com- 
mandments. And again, the astronomical hypothesis 
violates the law cf parsimony, which forbids us to 
assume any greater cause than is necessary to ac- 
count for the facts. With a full knowledge of the 
lying and inventiv faculties of priests and prophets, 
and their proneness to claim all they see or hear, 
we are wasting time when we look elsewhere for 
the source of religious systems. Christianity is 
undoubtedly made up of the refuse and pi of pre- 
vious superstitions, some of which may hav had a 
basis in astrology, but I don’t believe that the in- 
ventors or adapters of Christian theology knew 
enough about astronomy to consciously fit their 
yarns to it. Truth-telling, the adapting of state- 
ment to fact, the agreement between the subjectiv 
order of thought and the objectiv order of phenom- 
ena, has been cultivated only in comparativly recent 
years, and has not yet found favor with the clergy. 


When the New York Voice jeers at the Detroit 
Tribune for uttering the appended sentiments, it 
is a case of the pot calling the kettle a brunet. 
The Zribune says: 

Society is not capable of being immoral. The essence 
of wrong conduct is the interference with the liberty of 
the individual. Boole. is federated for the express pur- 
pose of interfering with the liberty of the individual. It 
cannot be hampered at all with the general considerations 
of right and wrong. If sosiety has the right to tax, it 
has the right to kill. 

It seems necessary, before remarking that the 
foregoing is sound Prohibition doctrin, to point 
out that when the editor of the Zribune talks about 
society he is thinking about the state, for society is 
not federated and if has no right either to tax or 
to kill. The description fits the state as now con- 
stituted. The power of society is moral suasion. 
By general consent or dissent it can exclude, ostra- 
cise, and condemn, but of itself it is physically im- 
potent. The state, however, represents force and 
executes its sentences by that method. It has no 
moral or religious function, and knows nothing 
about “God,” as the editor of the Voice implies 
that it should. The state is not federated profess- 
edly for the purpose of interfering with the liberty 
of the individual, although, owing to the pressure 
brought to bear upon it by society, it often does so. 
It is owing to the illicit relations between Society 
and State that we hav such afflictions as the Sab- 
batarians, the Comstocks, and the Prohibitionists ; 
and if the members of these combinations deny the 
truth of the Detroit Zribune’s statement that by 
federating together a gang of invaders become in- 
capable of wrong, then they are all felons in act or 
intent. An established tyranny, and a fixed disre- 
gard for right and rights, are conditions precedent 
to enforcing the observance of religious ceremonies, 
the practice of prescribed morality, or the princi- 
ples of the Prohibition party. 

“Miss Susan H. Wixon,” says the Fall River 
Evening News, “has been appointed by the gov- 
ernor, with the advice of the council, a special com- 
missioner to administer oaths, to take depositions, 
and to take acknowledgments of deeds; and to per- 
form such other duties as are defined in chapter 
252 of the Acts of 1883, and chapter 197 of the 
Acts of 1889.” Greetings to Commissioner Wixon. 
And since events like this are vouchsafed to us in 
order that we may thereby be instructed, let us 
point the evident moral. To women, then, the sage 
would remark that Qualification for public office is 
sometimes recognized by those empowered to be- 
stow it, and that the way to female enfranchisment 
traverses the domain of education, mental indepen- 
dence, common sense, and right living. Miss Wixon 
has chosen to walk in that path, and preferment 
has on several occasions advanced to welcome her. 
Therein is the lesson to her sisters. Let them make 
themselvs fit. But let them not hope to attain 
such fitness so long as they lead the way to church 
with a man who flourishes a stick, while they carry 
the prayer-book. 


In the twentieth chapter of Exodus, in the Bible, 
the writer, who pretends to report the language of 
Yahweh addressed to Moses, says (verse 10): “The 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in 
t thou shalt not do any work.” No penalty 


is prescribed for the violation of this com- 
mand, but perhaps that was understood, for God 
knew of only one, the same being death. There 
was no offense so petty under God as not to de- 
mand capital punishment for the offender, outrage 
and murder for his family, and extermination for 
his tribe, provided the Jews had the sand to tackle 
it. The only case where the followers of Moses 
seem to hav had any hesitancy about lynching the 
accused is recorded in Numbers xv, 32-36. The 
children of Israel found a man who had gathered 
firewood on the Sabbath, “and they put him in 
ward, because if was not declared what should be 
done with him.” Moses, “ the greatest lawgiver 
the world has ever known,” had given a law with 
no penalty attached! To get a ruling in the case, 
the children applied to the said Moses, when that 
prince of rascals and impostors consulted his fetich 
&nd pronounced the sentence, to wit : 


** And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall surely 
be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him 
with stones without the camp ” (Num. xv, 35). 

The penalty here fixed has the same force as the 
statute, God and Moses being responsible for both. 
As & matter of fact, according to modern usage, the 
Fourth Commandment is void without it, for there 
is no virtue in a law unless its violation has a pen- 
alty and provision is made for its enforcement. 
Everybody knows this except our legislators. 
Therefore Numbers xv, 35, has to be regarded as 
an essential part of the Fourth Commandment. 
Together they giv us the law against Sabbath- 
breaking ; together they fix the penalty for infrac- 
tion of the law, which is death by stoning ; and they 
specify the persons, 7. e., the congregation, whose 
duty it is to execute the sentence. Thus amalga- 
mated, nothing could be completer. 

The foregoing, while the result of wide research 
on my part, is preliminary to a question I would 
ask of the Seventh-Day Adventists, who hold that 
the Fourth Commandment, which they call the law 
of God, is binding upon them as regards the Bible 
Sabbath. What I desire to know is whether they 
also believe in the penalty, and if not, why not? A 
citizen who should say that he indorsed the law 
against homicide, but did not think it ought to be 
enforced, would be suspected of entertaining small 
respect for the authority of the legislature or the 
sanctity of human life. "Will the Adventists take 
the same position respecting the divine law against 
Saturday labor, or will the congregation hav the 
courage of their faith and stone the Sabbath- 
breaker to death? Are they, as a “congregation,” 
under any greater obligation to keep the law than 
to insist on its enforcement? 

I ask these questions with all the seriousness 
that is due to a discussion of the adventures of 
Baron Munchausen, and I hope that the Adventists 
will therefore consider them worthy of a reply. 


The lectures of Mr. S. P. Putnam in England 
hav aroused one Christian to the point of replying 
to them. How important a person he is who thus 
comes to the defense of the church is not known 
this side the Atlantic, but he subscribes himself 
«C. Lloyd Engstrom, Secretary of the Christian 
Evidence Society.” What Mr. Engstrom objects 
to mainly is the Secular Pilgrim’s statement that 
“faith is, to Christians, everything, and character 
and conduct nothing.” He avers that English 
Christians teach nothing of the sort, and doubts 
very much that American Christians do, but there 
he speaks without knowledge. I hav under my 
eye a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Rylance, as eminent 
a clergyman as there is in this city, in which, de- 
ploring the havoc that the doctrin under discussion 
has wrought in Protestant circles, he says: “ We 
hav alienated thousands. Even our own large- 
hearted chureh [Episcopal], in one of its articles, 
has said that good deeds done without the grace 
of Christ are in the nature of sin.” They may hav 
& different way of damning people in England, but 
if Dr. Rylance knows as much as Mr. Engstrom 
about what is wicked in America—and I think Mr. 
Engstrom will admit that he does—then Putnam’s 
statement is borne out by the lamentable facts. He 
might hav made it stronger, for his contention is 
only that in the eye of the church good works with- 
out grace amount to nothing, while according to 
the creed they are worse than nothing—they are & 
sin. The doctrin leaves the unbeliever to choose 
between good deeds, which, being sinful, will land 
him in perdition, and bad deeds, which, being un- 
lawful, will bring him to the penitentiary. That is 
why Christianity is called a plan of salvation. 

Gro. E. Maopensya 

The third volume of Moncure D. Conway's 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $9.50. 


Rivalry of Gods. 


Looking steadfastly at nothing weakens the eye. 
So the contemplation of supernatural vagaries 
weakens the faculty of reason. While seeking only 
for support of preconceived opinions, one is unable 
to measure the value of evidence; and that is the 
common attitude of the religionist. 

If the Mosaic God be & genuin one, the Jew is 
justified in disputing the Christian claim that a 
Jewish maiden gave birth toanother god. The ar- 
gument is wholly with the Jew. But if the Chris- 
tian’s Jesus is or was a real god, who appointed 
apostles and emperors to establish & divine church 
kingdom on earth, then the Catholic is justified in 
disputing the claim of the Protestant that after 
jumping out of the sacred fold he is still in it. The 
argument, if any, is wholly with the Catholic. Un- 
fortunately, some Protestants perceive this much 
logic, and are in training to jump back again. 

When a Christian reads a text from the holy 
Koran he readily perceives the ridiculous assump- 
tions therein ; but when he reads his own holy Bi- 
ble, being forestalled in the belief of its divine ori- 
gin, he is utterly blind to its equally preposterous 
assumptions. Could he read the Bible without bias 
he would see that its most prominent features are 
the admission that all the surrounding tribes and 
nations “in those days” had each its peculiar god, 
and the claim that the Mosaic God is greater and 
stronger than all the other gods combined. He 
would note the rivalry of the gods. 

In that old book, o’ergrown with moss, 
Its God 'mong gods strives hard to boss. 

Each tribe or nation had more or less confidence 
in the protecting power of its own mystic god. 

The Mosaic God was conceived in Egypt, and is 
only a variation of the Egyptian god Ammon. In- 
stead of the God bringing the Israelites out of 
Egypt, it is Moses that brings the God out. After 
a fabulous contest in the miracle business between 
the two gods in Egypt, Moses departs and safely 
lands his god in the wilderness of Sinai. That was 
& good place for more miracles. All the finest 
ware and colors then known, and all the precious 
stones now known, besides much gold and silver, 
were promptly at hand with which to construct and 
beautify sacred vessels, tabernacles, mercy-seat, 
etc., all done by a band of poor fugitive and their 
god in a wilderness. 

But the god Ammon is not forgotten nor forgiv- 
en. The common people, who knew little about 
gods, are commanded thus: I am the Lord, thy 
God, which hath brought thee out of Egypt. 
Thou shalt hav no other gods before me; for I am 
a jealous God, etc. Here is given the character of 
this particular god, who is as yet only a god of the 
Israelites and is jealous. He punishes them sav- 
agely for regarding any other god. 

When the successors of Moses emerged from the 
wilderness with this God, and invaded “a land of 
peace and plenty,” the Israelites began robbing 
and stealing, as their fathers had done in Egypt. 
The inhabitants appealed to their gods. For cen- 
turies the battles of the gods continued—sometimes 
one and then another being the victor. The “land 
of peace and plenty” was made desolate. Its chil- 
dren were slaughtered while a God stayed the sun 
from going down. 

Afterwards the Hebrew minstrel prophets sing 
the exploits of their God—the god of battles, the 
lord of hosts, the king of kings, the only One—in 
their estimation. In the general scrimmage of the 
gods, the sanguinary God of Israel overcomes a num- 
ber of more peaceful ones, while the Assyrian gods 
Baal and Baaltis—representing the sun and earth- 
life—demolish a few others. Then comes a bitter 
contest between the Mosaic and the Assyrian gods. 
It is written in direful Isaiah xxxvi: “Hath any of 
the gods of the nations delivered his land out of 
the hand of the king of Assyria? Where are the 
gods of Hamath, of Arphad, of Sepharvaim, and of 
Samaria? Who among all the gods of these lands 
that hav delivered their land out of my hand, that 
the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my 
hand?” And then the “lord god” is made captiv 
in Babylon for seventy years. Rather humiliating 
for the god almighty. But why mourn? 

From innumerable testimonies of like character, 
take a sample from woful Jeremiah concerning his 
jealous God’s disposition: “For according to the 
number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and 
ye hav set up altars to that shameful thing, to burn 
incense unto Baal. Therefore, thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, Behold, I will punish them; the young 
men shall die by the sword; their sons and their 
daughters shall die by famin.” Another outburst: 
« Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, 
even the kings that sit upon David’s throne, and 
the priests and the prophets of Jerusalem, with 
drunkenness; and I will dash them one against 
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another, even the fathers and the sons together, 
saith the Lord.” 

When the great Persian god Ormuzd swooped 
down upon the Assyrian, the Mosaic God was 
liberated and he escaped to Jerusalem. Then the 
minstrels sang of the impossible deeds done by him 
in and out of Egypt, of his weepiugs while captiv in 
Babylon, and what he still proposed to do to his 
rivals. But, after a long contest with Dagon and 
other small gods, the Romans, with Olympian Jove, 
tethered him. 

Now in this sorry state of things a few of his 
friends, deeming the God weak through age, con- 
ceived a son-god by him who might prove more 
successful in fighting rival gods. In great meas- 
ure their hopes were realized. Whether due to the 
natural workings of the principle of evolution, to 
the stupid indolence of the gods in general, or to 
the delirium tremens of dissipated Jove, true it is, 
n son-god succeeded in supplanting the Roman 
god. 

Then followed a lively hunt for game gods; and 
thundering Thor and hallowed Odin of the North, 
who still liv and warm the heart in exquisit legends, 
were beheaded. For a long time this son-god sub- 
dued everything before him; and superstition, 
ignorance, and darkness covered his realms. 

But suddenly a new god (Allah—s near relation 
of the Mosaic God) appeared in the South. Anda 
long, sanguinary contest followed between the son 
and his uncle god. Whole provinces were devas- 
tated and deluged in blood. Millions of devotees 
sacrificed themselvs to please the gods. This glo- 
rious fight, however, proved a tie game. The son- 
God could not gain and hold possession of his own 
tomb. 

Finally, the son-god has never been able to ob- 
tain peace among his own following. In innumer- 
able instances during eighteen centuries he has been 
seen leading the hosts of simple zealots against 
each other—in fact, fighting against himself. As 
family quarrels are more bitter, so these brotherly 
fights for godly possession are the most cruel. 
Many a wing of these legions of credulous mortals, 
fancying entire possession of the god, hav fought 
with godly confidence when a half or more of him 
was in the other camp. Christendom, down to the 
beginning of the present century, was made a vast 
slaughter-house in the struggle for possession of 
the son-god. 

Comparativ peace now prevails; but much of the 
old godly temper remains. A godly or hellish 
zephyr may again fill the banner of superstitious 


fury, and even this fair land of ours be deluged |: 


with the blood of heretics. 

Whenever asked how I came to be an unbeliever, 

I reply, “By reading the Bible and listening to or- 
: thodox preaching.” Answering an inquirer, Jeffer- 
son wrote: “Read the Bible as you would read any 
book; use your own reason and judgment.” Were 
all to read the Bible in that manner, few persons 
would believe in the claim of its inspired origin. 
. One day, when driving an old white horse, a 
shower came suddenly on and I raised an umbrella. 
The horse took fright, and tore dangerously along 
as though a devil was after him. The umbrella had 
to come down. I afterward learned that someone, 
when that horse was a colt, suddenly sprung open 
an umbrella in its face, which caused a fright it never 
got over. 

The children of godly parents are treated in like 
manner. Spooks are thrust in their innocent faces, 
and their infant minds inoculated with superstitious 
fears that remain in the system through life. Few 
are ever able to purge them out. 

N. B.—The great business of the priest is to in- 
crease the number of children somehow and to in- 
oculate them with spook virus. L. G. Resp. 


ER eg E d 
Our Gentlemanly Censor. 


Anthony Comstock, who makes a business of dig- 
ging out vice, went into a quick-lunch restaurant in 
the Temple Court building yesterday during the 
democratic bustle that characterizes such places in 
business hours. Comstock is a big man, physically. 
He had pushed his way to the center and secured 
a seat near the source of supplies, and was helping 
himself and apparently getting along with more 
comfort than most of his neighbors when a regular 
patron of the place, a modest man, Broker John V. 
Royer of Orange, managed to get up to the counter. 
Reaching over Comstock's shoulder, Mr. Boyer 
helped himself to a sandwich, in accordance with 
the custom of the place. Comstock took in the size 
of Mr. Boyer, who is much smaller than he, let his 
passions rise, and, turning with a growl, he struck 
the broker’s arm a blow with his elbow, sending 
the sandwich which he had in bis hand flying across 
the room. 
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“What do yon mean by jostling me?” cried 
Comstock. 

Boyer tried to explain that he didn’t mean to 
jostle any one, but Comstock burst forth in a tirade 
of loud-mouthed abuse, which he punctuated with 
occasional vehement declarations of “I am a gentle- 
man, I am!” 

It looked for & time as if there was going to be a 
fight, in which a good many persons seemed ready 
to take up Boyer’s part, but the manager of the 
place finally reached Comstock and advised him 
to behave himself like the kind of a person he said 
he was.— Sun. 


Annual Convention Oregon State Secular Union. 


At the regular quarterly meeting of the board of 
directors of the Oregon State Secular Union, held 
at the residence of President W. W. Jesse, Port- 
land, Or., on Sunday, June 2, 1895, it was voted 
that the next annual convention be held at Port- 
land on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, September 
21, 22, and 23, 1895. 

Mrs. Katie Kehm Smith tendered her resignation 
as secretary of the Oregon State Secular Union, 
which was accepted. Mrs. Smith also resigned 
the duty of preparing and distributing the Sunday- 
school Lesson Leaves. At an adjourned meeting 
held at the same date and place, Mr. O. B. Rey- 
nolds was unanimously elected secretary to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mrs. Katie 
Kehm Smith. On motion, Mr. C. B. Reynolds and 
Miss Nettie A. Olds were appointed a committee to 
prepare, distribute and hav entire charge of the 
Sunday-school Lesson Leaves, and all business per- 
taining thereto. W. W. Jesse, President, 

C. B. Rzxworps, Secretary. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

C. B. Reynolds is the duly elected and authorized 
secretary of the Oregon State Secular Union from 
this date, June 2, 1895, until his successor is duly 
elected and qualified. All communications, remit- 
tances, and business matters pertaining to the 
Oregon State Secular Union should be addressed 
to ©. B. Reynolds, secretary, 620 Seventh street, 
Portland, Or. The state secretary and Miss Nettie 
A. Olds, lecturer of the First Secular Church of 
Portland, having been duly authorized and ap- 
pointed to prepare and distribute Sunday-school 
Lesson Leaves, all communications pertaining to 
Lesson Leaves and Sunday-school work should be 
addressed to Secretary Reynolds, 620 Seventh 
street, or to Miss Nettie A. Olds, 229 Fifth street, 
Portland, Or. W. W. Jzssz, Pres. O. S. S. U. 

Portland, Or., June 2, 1895. 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is & straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered " and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tuz 
TRUTH Sezxer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became & Liberal. Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT ot his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
ot Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 


dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


—— P 
Great Reductions in Standard Freethought 

The popularity of our missionary scheme, by 
which Thomas Paine's “Age of Reason” is being 
scattered broadcast by the thousands, has induced 
us to lower the price of his other works, with the 
hope that they too will hav a wider reading. From 
this date the prices of Paine’s books will be as fol- 
lows: 

AGE OF REASON. Paper, 25 cents. Hight 
copies sent to as many different addresses for $1. 
Oloth, 50 cents. 

EXAMINAITON OF THE PROPHECIES. Pa- 
per, 15 cents. 

COMMON SENSE. The argument that did 
more than any other to convince the Revolutionary 
leaders of the necessity of the separation of this 
country from Great Britain. Paper, 15 cents. 

THE ORISIS.  Paines great Revolutionary 
writings. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to Burke’s attack 
on the French Revolution. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. j 

PAINE'S GREAT WORKS IN ONE VOLUME. 
8vo., 800 pp., cloth, $3, leather $4, morocco, gilt 
edges, $4 50. This book and Taz Trors Seexer 
one year, $5. 

PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS. One volume 
containing Common Sense, Orisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1. 

PAINE'S THEOLOGICAL WORKS. One voi- 
ume containing Age of Reason, Examination of the 
Prophecies, Reply to the Bishop of Llandaff, Essay 
on Dreams, Letters, etc. With Life of Paine and 
steel portrait. Cloth, $1. 

We trust all our readers will do their best to 
scatter these splendid works all over the country. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tux Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for June: 

June 14th—‘‘ Trades Unions and Conspiracy Laws." 
Moses Oppenheimer. 

June 2ist—‘* Spirits.” Augustus Wattors. 

June 28th—‘* What Are Women Here For?" 
Lazarus, read by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. 


FRANKLIN STEINER is open for engagements in Iowa 
during the months of June and July. In August he will 
Start East through Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. 
Address him at Box 882, Des Moines, Ia. 


Tae Detroit Investigator's society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock, All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings, Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness, Everybody invited, Secretary, William 
Watkins. i 


Tus Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.M., at Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth 
below Market street, Philadelphia. ; 


Taz Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street, Admission 
free. All welcome. 


Tus First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labo 
Hall Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A, Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 

——ü— 


No Mistaking the Day. 


** My son," said the pious gentleman to the boy who 
was playing leap frog in the front yard, ‘‘ don't you know 
this is Sunday?” 

**You're right, I do!" shouted the boy. ‘‘Mammy’s 
gone to camp meetin’, sister’s run off with a book agent, 
all the groceries is gone, the baby’s in the back yard eatin’ 
clay, and dad’s smokin’ an’ a-cussin’ of the Methodists!’’ 
— Atlanta, Constitution. 

ee NE 


Dr. M, E. 


A Startling Accusation, 


It has become an axiom among promoters of question- 
able projects that the religious press of all class publica- 
tions is the most easily satisfied to accept the advertis- 
ment of their wares. Humbugs and frauds which even 
the daily press reject as unfit for its columns are often 
greedily sought after by the editors of religious papers of 
esy conscience simply because of the financial returns 
which they bring.— Electricity. 
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Toetters of Friends. 


Another Physician Wauts It. 
HENDRIOKSON, Mo., May 24, 1895. 


Mr. Enprron: Inelosed find $3. Send 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER one year, and the 
**F'reethinker's Pictorial Text-Book," as 


per advertisment. 
H. C. Davinson (M.D.). 


A Little at a Time. 

Scranton, May 25, 1895. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find $1 for four 
months’ continuance of THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER. I havso many bills to meet that I 
hardly know how to spare $3 now for one 
year’s subscription, but I shall hav to be 
a great deal poorer before I can do with- 

out the paper. C. L. Tosey. 


Well Satisfied. 

CLEVELAND, O., May 27, 1895. 
Mr. Enprror: Tus TRUTH SEEKER and 
‘* Pictorial Text-Book" came to hand, 
and I am well-pleased with both. The 
**'ext-Book ” is well worth the money I 
paid for both, and it should be in every 
home. If some of our patriotic orders 
should see it they could not help but be 

pleased with it. C. Funk. 


We Enroll Them with Pleasure. 

Farco, N. D., May 23, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: inclosed find $8 to pay for 
THE TRUTH SEEKER one year. Please 
send it to Frank Smith. Mr. Smith isa 
new subscriber. Mr. and Mrs. Smith are 
both intelligent Freethinkers. You may 
send me the *''Freethinker's Pictorial 

Text-Book.” C. W. Prieanitz. 


It Would Be a Joke. 
Osaax Orry, Kan., May 22, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: What would fool Chris- 
tians do if they got what they prayed for? 
Suppose one died and came to heaven 
Sunday morning. He knocks at the gate, 
but no answer. Afters while his eyes rest 
on a notice: ** Closed on Sunday. N. B.— 
Hellisopen. No Losfing Allowed Here. 
—Gr. PETER.” 
Then he would say with Puck, ** What 
fools these mortals be." F. LARKIN. 


Admitted Some Facts. 
KENDRIOK, May 14, 1895. 

Mr. Epviror: I had a debate here with 
an Adventist minister. He was fair, and 
acknowledged that he couldn’t liv up to 
the teachings of his Bible, and didn’t think 
any other person could. I proved by his 
book that man had no preeminence above 
a beast. He affirmed that man had no 
soul; that he was no more than a dumb 
brute until the destruction of the world 
and the coming of Christ, when his soul 
would be trumpeted up out of the dust. 

He said the destruction of the earth and 
coming of Christ was at our doors now. I 
told him I didn’t see any signs of it, and 
read from my Testament in several places 
where Jesus says his second coming, and 
the end of the world, would occur in his 
generation. 

He tried to answer but few of my ques- 
tions, but said he would be back here soon 
and debate several evenings with me, and 
answer my questions. After the debate he 
thanked me and said he thought he had 
learned something. I showed that Chris- 
tianity haá done more harm in this world 
than good, and when it had power it had 
tortured and killed this world's best phi- 
losophers and thinkers. He only said, 
Yes, Christianity should blush. 

Yours truly, NELSON Requa. 


Plenty of Silent Doubters. 
Amity, Or., April 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I see on my wrapper that 
I am three months the better of you, and 
as I am getting old, and am liable to send 
in my checks any time, I guess I had bet- 
ter pay the preacher now. We hav plenty 
here to liv on; crops and fruit never fail, 
but it takes money to pay the preacher and 
printer. 

My liberality has got me somewhat em- 
barrassed at present. I hav stacks of Lib- 
eral books, which I loan, and which are 
doing missionary work. From some cause 
the guides to glory are making but few 
converts here lately. 

The Methodist Episcopals ran a revival 
—at least, they called it that—for six 
weeks, night and day, and got one love- 


Matthew, 
taken into a court of justice, would they 
not prove the truth of Christ’s crucifixion 
and resurrection? If not, why not? And 
why do not the Liberals offer to make 
such a trial? There are plenty of Ohris- 
tian divines who would gladly impersonate 


state convention at Bay City, 
March 26, 27, and 28. In the report of 
the committee on resolutions made and 


in and made a dry haul. 


Disciples. 


hav a poor show. Our Methodist Epis- 


copal pounder here is trying every scheme 


to draw the children into the fold; he has 
a children’s prayer meeting every Satur- 
day evening, and gathers in all the small 
children he can get. If Liberals should at- 
tempt to teach other people's children the 
absurdities of the soul fallacy, what a howl 
there would be! 

Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Barker, and Miss Net- 
tie Olds are doing a good work in Port- 
land, Forest Grove, McMinnville, and 
other places. But we hav no place suitable 
for them to speak in here that we can get. 
There are quite a number of Liberals here 
if they had some one to draw them out, 


but policy says ** Keep quiet." They fear 


boycotting. There are more hypocrits 
than believers; popularity keeps them in 
the church. I know something sbout 


these things, although I never belonged to 
a church, but am a brother-in-law, and 
that is the only way I expect Peter to rec- 
ognize me, if the old woman holds out 
faithful. 


So says Paur. 


Wants a Lawsuit. 
West SALEM, ILL., May 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: If the depositions of 
Mark, Luke, and John were 


Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and 


submit to being cross-questioned, and 


no doubt Mr. Ingersoll would enjoy the 
task of cross questioning the witnesses. I 
think such trial, if correctly reported, 


would hav more influence with thinking 
people than all the lectures that could be 
delivered, no matter how able they might 
be. 
SEEKER. 


Please reply through THe TRUTH 
Ep. FULLER. 


[The ‘‘ depositions” named would no 


more prove the resurreotion of Jesus if 
read in a court of justice than they do 
when presented in other forums. 
the strict rules of evidence to which they 


Instead, 


would there be subjected would bring out 


in a still more startling way their many in- 
herent weaknesses, improbabilities, and 
contradiotions. 
our correspondent suppose would be given 
in a dignified legal tribunal to depositions 
written by men whose very names are un- 
known, and which did not appear until 
long after the persons whose names it is 
pretended they bear were dead? But 
how does Mr. Fuller propose to get the 
gospels into court? Would he bring a 
civil suit for damages or a criminal action 


How much credence does 


for obtaining money under false pretenses 


against some minister who has made the 
said gospels the basis of his threats and 


promises? Certainly there is here the 
chance for a neat little legal fight.— 
E». T. $.] 


Woman's Triumph over Christianity. 
The Christian Endeavor Society held a 
Mich., 


adopted at their last meeting, occurs the 


following: 


** We resolve at this, our ninth annual 
convention, & restoration of all our previ- 
ous declarations, and speak with renewed 
energies in protest against all forms of 
lawlessness against the home, the ballot, 


the Christian Sabbath, and womanhood.” 


Here we hav the Christian Sabbath, 
upon which the Christians themselvs are 
not agreed, placed upon a plane of equal- 
ity with the American home, the ballot, 
and womanhood. The Christian Sabbath 
is not a natural division of time, hence it 
must be artificial, and the persons who 
hav created it are promoters of the Chris- 
tian superstition. To demand protection 
for it from the state is no more sensible, 
and has no more morality about it, than to 
demand pretection for St. John’s day, or 
Good Friday, or Shrove Tuesday, or for 
such theological creations as hell, predes- 
tination, or the damnation of infants. 

One of the speakers at this meeting said; 


sick girl to join them. The Disciples set 
Then the Bap- 
tists tried their skill, and did as well as the 
If we had a lecturer here 
once a month who could giv the facts aud 
expose superstition, the preachers would 


tt Look on Japan, closed in 1859, to-day 
possessing a representativ government, 
newsvapers, railroads. schools, universi- 
ties [of course inferring these to result 
from Christianity], 40,000,000 souls, a 
clean, kindly disposed, industrious, 
thoughtful people. Japan is eager for 
knowledge, hungry for the truth. Six 
hundred and four foreign missinnaries are 
there; 865 churches having 3,600 members 
[a little over ten members toa church] 
contributing $91,500 to missions last year. 

t Look on Corea, size of Italy. 12,000, - 
000 souls, 62 resident missionaries, lan- 
guages mastered, prejudice overcome, 
favorable to Christianity, crying out to 
America, Come over and help us. 

‘ Hore is China, as large as the entire 
United Statee, plus 240 miles out into the 
Pacific. Population with provinces, 407,- 
000,000, one-fourth of the human race. 
Every ordained missionary has a parish 
of 4,000.000 ; 50,000 communicants are 
there; 522 organized churches. But China 
isin the grossest darkness of ignorance, 
superstition [4. e.. non-Christian supersti- 
tion], and sin. Mandarin Ting ssid to a 
French traveler ‘Our women hav no 
souls.’ 

‘In the seaport town of Amoy and the 
forty towns around, Mr. Abeel found that 
two-fifths of all the girls were destroyed in 
infaney, drowne? or buried alive. Mr. 
Doolittle savs, ‘Perhaps one-half of the 
families of Foochow hav destroyed one or 
more female children.’ 

“Words cannot convey an adequate 
conception of the low estimate of women 


in almost all the empires where the gospel 


has not pervaded and molded society.” 
This is indeed a terrible squawk about the 
state of womanhood in heathen lauds, 
from the ''Strenuous Endeavorists,” as 
they are called in '*Doss and Fleas.” 
Let’s see, it was Jesus, wasn’t it, who said: 
“Woman, what hav I to do with thee?” 
The literal text would lead one to infer 
that this was said to his mother, but as the 
spiritual interpretation is the proper caper, 
no doubt he meant all ‘‘ womanhood.” 
The condition of women in India and 
China is probably very much worse than 
that of women in America, but whatever 
advantages American or rather Western 
women enjoy, they hav been compelled by 
the church to hustle for themselvs. The 
orthodox hav opposed them at every step, 
and always will. A. 


Trying to Find Heaven. 
Minnearoris, Miny., May 6, 1895 

Mz. Eprror: I am not a subscriber for 
your paper, but it comes right to my 
house, to Mr. E. C. Siye. I read it, and I 
am a strong advocate of Freethought. A 
little over a year ago I made a mistake (as 
a Christian would call it), and allowed my- 
self to think a little, and so since that time 
I hav done a lot of thinking. Now, if you 
can prescribe anything for my case, all 
right; but if not, I fear my chances for 
heaven will be few. 

Speaking of heaven, it amuses me when 
some of-my Christian friends try to locate 
itfor me. As the earth is round, and is 
traveling in space at a tremendous rate of 
speed, and people liv all around on its sur- 
face, in what direction is heaven? Some 
Christians say it is up, because Elijah went 
up to heaven in a chariot of fire and Christ 
ascended to heaven. But then, which way 
is up? No matter where we stand, on the 
globe, if we look away from the earth it 
seems up to us. Let us suppose that two 
men were to go to opposit sides of the 
earth, or let one go half way around the 
earth from the starting-place—their feet 
would point toward each other. Now, if 
they should make balloon ascensions at 
the same time, would they not go in op- 
posit directions in space? Still it would 
seem up to both of them. Why would it 
not work the same with our souls in going 
to heaven? If I happened to liv on the 
opposit side of the earth from my father, 
and he and I should die at the same time, 
and both should start for heaven, would it 
not be a long time before we met there? 

One more way: Let us suppose that a 
man should die at noon, and start up to 
heaven, he would go up in space not far 
from the sun, His wife dies at midnight 
(after the earth has turned half over on its 
axis), and starts to heaven. Would they 
not travel in opposit directions in space, 
looking for heaven? Also, the earth would 
be 720,000 miles further on in its orbit 
when she died than it was when he died, 
Just figure it up, and see how far apart 
they would be if one died in June and the 
other in December. Would they not be 
traveling on parallel lines in space about 


" 


184,000,000 million miles apart, and in op 
posit directions also? 

Tt seems to me that any one except an 
idiot would reject the doctrin of the Chris- 
tian heaven, Now, where on our earth’s 
orbit is this little heaven situated? Is it 
like a statiou ou a railroad line? It can- 
not be much larger in comparison with the 
earth’s orbit. It cannot be a very large 
place, for the earth never stops at it when 
it comes around. Hav Mars, Jupiter, Sat- 
urn, and all the other planets got each a 
little heaven of its own, or do we all meet 
outside of our solar system? 

A Christian friend of mine (after I had 
given this illustration), trying to answer 
me, said that the earth is traveling through 
the center of heaveu. I then asked him 
what he wanted to zo up for, and why he 
eould not be satisfied with the center of 
heaven? Another Christian told me that 
heaven is wherever God is. But where is 
God? Another Christian told me that God 
is everywhere. I deny that fiatly, for, if 
God made a man in the Garden of Eden 
(or any other place) after his own image, 
he, in order to be everywhere, would hav 
to expand to the outer bounds of space. 
Aud 8s there is no record of any such 
thing, not even in the Bible, is it not a 
hard story to believe? : 

I think that Christians ought to locate 
their heaven first, then find some way to 
go to it. The god idea demands the heaven 
idea, for he must hav some place to liv. If 
he resides in heaven now, where did he re- 
side before he created the heavens? And 
what did he do for a footstool before he 
made the earth? In the first chapter of 
Genesis it says: ‘In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.” After 
he had made, on the third day, the earth 
to bring forth frnit and grass, on the 
fourth dav he made the sun, moon, and 
stars. Now, since science bas proven 
that the sun must hav been in existence 
first, in order to giv the earth its motion, 
nothing could exist, as the conditions 
would not be right. Is not the story of 
the creation a hard pill for well folks 
to swallow? Of course, sick folks will 
swallow auything the doctor may pre- 
scribe. Christians are the sick folks and 
priests and ministers are the doctors. To 
change the figure slightly: A church 
congregation reminds me of a nest of 
young birds that open their mouths and 
swallow whatever the mother drops in, 
whether it isan angle worm or a red-hot 
coal, as they hav perfect faith in their 
mother. 

The earth has the credit of producing 
evervthiug in sight, and no one can deny 
it. If the earth produces the fine sub- 
stance of which our bodies are composed, 
why not credit it with producing the first 
germs Of life, from which everything that 
has life started? God has only the credit 
of making the first man and woman. 
Adam and Eve, then they were turned 
over to nature. God has never made a 
man since, nor did he before, so far as 
we can find any record. 

Now, with one suggestion to brother 
Freethinkers I will close. Why do not 
the Freethinkers of this country establish 
a college where young men can be edu- 
cated for the Freethought lecture work? 

Please find inclosed $4.50. Mr. E. C. 
Slye sends $1 for the Wise Fund and $1 
for the Fleckten Fund. I send $1 for each, 
Mr. Wise and Mr. Fleckten, and 50 cents 
for a few copies of THE TRUTH SEEKER in 
which this appears. Yours in truth and 
common sense, E. K. WonzrER. 


` Pure Guile. 

New Camspris, Kan., May 19, 295. 
Mr. Eprron: The Kansas State Sunday- 
school Convention met in Salina the first 
of the month. 

The Rev. Mr. Vincent told of ‘‘ the 
army of 300,000 Kansas boys and girls 
marching through life without the infiu- 
ence of the Sunday-school.” They also 
claim 40,000 workers. 

It is rather amusing to read the resolu- 
tions they passed in regard to rum, eto., 
as witness the following: ‘‘We read (1 
Cor. vi, 16) that no drunkard shall inherit 
the kingdom of God; neither any drunk- 
ard maker (Heb. ii, 15)" This is calcu- 
lated to deceive the very elect, for the pass- 
ages cited contain nothing that by the 
utmost stretch of the meaning of words 
ean convey any such thought, while we 
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know that all through the Bible rum- 
drinking is commended, Noah and Lot 


got drunk and ‘‘behaved themselvs un- 


seemly.” We are told to ‘‘giy strong 
drink unto him that is ready to perish and 


to those that be of heavy heart; let them 
drink and forget their poverty, and re- 
member their misery no more.” 


‘*for whatsoever the soul lusteth after, 


whether it be for oxen or strong drink;” 


“drink no longer water, but take a little 


wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often 
Christ manufactured more 


infirmities." 1 
wine when the guests were already drunk, 
at the feast of Cana. 


Prohibitionists of the present day. 
so the scriptures don't teach abstinence, 


but right the reverse, and the resolves and 
resolutions, ‘‘ being crafty,” hav tried to 
Don’t you think 


catch you ‘‘ with guile.” 
your children could get along very well 
without such ‘‘influence?” 


And further, they ‘‘learn with shame 
and humiliation that one of our own num- 
ber, just as we hoped to spike the guns 
of Satan, viz., the joints, the commander- 
in-chief [Governor Morrill} of our Kansas 
division, should step out and seemingly 
surrender his sword to the liquor interests 
of the nation, and permit the constitution 
of the state of Kansas to be trailed in the 
dust." What brought forth these resolu- 
tions was Governor Morrill’s remark that 
he ‘finds it impossible to enforce the pro- 
hibitory law in Wichita, Leavenworth, and 
Kansas City, Kan.; that Prohibition is 
impossible in those cities where the moral 


sentiment of the public is against it.” 


Then we hay numerous affidavits from 
Washington county farmers as to how the 
governor swindled them in fraudulent land 
grants and drew fraudulent vouchers onthe 
. Kansas state treasurer for $500 (as stated 
in the Leavenworth Times), to pay for an 
office rented and furnished and fitted up in 
Topeka, and for services of his private sec” 
retary, J. L. Bristow, Charles Hull and 
Miss Kate Adams, assistants in office, 
in December last, before he was in- 
conven- 
they 
knew the governor’s tarnished reputation, 
and were familiar with his land-grant 
frauds, which were public property before 
his election, but as he was ‘‘of our own 
number," they were going to clothe the 


for the 


augurated governor, 
Now, 


ience of office seekers. 


devil in the livery of heaven to serve them. 


This is virtually what they said by their 
actions, and it is implied that they sup- 
ported him as an organization, knowing 
him to be one of their ‘‘own number,” 
But they should hav known that a rascal 
is not a safe person to tie to, even if he be 
*own number," for their 
“ own number” are prone to skip to Oan- 


one of their 


ada as bank cashiers with the bank funds. 


In order that they may see that we do 
not wish to misrepresent them we will giv 


the following approximately correct statis- 
tics; The Christian population is one-third 
of the whole; the Infidel population is 
one-third of the. Christian; the balance 
don't belong to one or the other. We hav, 
out of 100,000 population, 38,833 Christians 
and 11,111 Infidels. Now there are 4,050 
Christian criminals to five Infidels, where- 
as, if Infidels committed crime in the 
same proportion that Christians do there 
ought to be 1,350 Infidel criminals. What 
does this prove? It proves that Infidels 
without the ''influence of the Sunday- 
school” are more moral than Christians, 
and it also proves that instead of doing 
what you do for Ohrist's sake you had 
better do it for its own sake. The less 
religious a community the less criminal. 
Is that not sufficient to prove to you the 
less religion taught the better? Instead 
of ‘‘ 800,000 children outside of the influ- 
ence of the Sunday-school," you ought to 
admit it should be all. We all hav the 
same access to statistics, and if you should 
find that we are about right, is it not suffi- 
cient to prove to you that you should shut 
up your Bible and your mouths and go 
home? 

We hav succeeded most admirably, Mr, 
Editor, with the local papers since. our last 
letter. My better-half gota hearing in the 
Salina Union, which you will find inclosed 


as showing how by coming atit indirectly 


we can get some very liberal ideas in the 


Also 
that we hav a right to spend our money 


There was no unfer- 
mented wine in those days; that kind of 
stuff is the invention of Christians and 
And 


local papers. Of course we must offer 
them some direct and very radical articles, 
but if we find them weak in the backbone 
and knees, we must giv them something 
of the kind to splinter them up a little. 
I also got the Republican to publish 
William Lloyd Garrison’s ‘*Should Free 
Speech Ever be Restricted?” with a 
quotation from my article on free speech 
and a free press. Some time ago Dr. C. 
W. Stowe had it published in the Salina 
Herald that the Bible is traditional and 
not historical. Ever since I hav been here 
I hav insisted on answering every minister 
and doctor who made a mistake in science 
or history. This I claimed the right to do 
in order to keep them from misleading the 
young, And whenever they attacked In- 
fidelity or Atheism through the press I set 
up the claim to be heard in self-defense, 


that is, in defense of my class, and always 
gotahearing. 'Thereisonesingular omis- 


sion in local papers and we must insist on 


having it supplied, viz., you never see 
anything in them about the prosecution 
We must 
supply this defect; tell the editors all 
about the Wise case, citing chapter and 
and about Ray Fram and the 


and -persecution of Liberals. 


verse, 
decision in that case, and who decided it, 


etc., and all other cases as fast as they 


come to your notice. As I said before, 


when a person or class is doing an injus- 
tice, tell it publiely; nothing gets away 
Also write to local pa- 
pers calling the readers’ attention to the 
contradictions and immoralities in the Bi- 
ble, in the latter case citing chapter and 
verse, and let the reader look it up for 
himself. Then giv out your Liberal liter- 
ature and supply the Liberal press with 
names 80 that they may send sample copies. 
Rest assured that thus your efforts will be 
crowned with success, for you hav created 
a desire and it will not be satisfied until it 
has obtained the very best that can be got 


with them faster. 


on the subject. Jonn W. ABBort. 


Two Subjects of Interest, 
Harray, Ia., May 20, 1895. 
JESUS IN THE PENITENTIARY. 


In the local item column, ‘‘ About the 
City," of Equity, a weekly paper of Santa 
Barbara, Oal., edited by Melvin Snow, I 
find in the issue of February 21st, the fol- 
lowing curious news: ''Sheriff Hicks left 
last night for San Quentin with Jesus Mar- 
tinez and Julio Rodriguez, who each hav 
three years to serve." It is not quite as 
safe to steal horses now as it was in the 
days of another Jesus, one of ancient date. 
The Santa Barbara Jesus might hav claimed 
the kingship of all Judea, including Santa 
Barbara itself, with perfect immunity from 
arrest; but as to an ass, or the foal of an 
ass—well, California knows how to protest 


its citizens, 
THREE PRINCES. 


This is the caption of an editorial out- 
put in the Youth’s Companion of March 
"ih. It begins by narrating ‘a singular 
Story, for the truth of which Dr. Josiah 
Strong, author of ‘The New Era,’ vouch- 
es,” and it givs the Congregationalist 
credit for the details as follows: The Afri- 
can territory, east and north of Liberia, is 
ruled over by three nativ kings, who are 
Their heirs 
hav been educated in this country, one at 
Williams College and one at Fisk Univers- 


pagans or Mohammedans. 


iy. | coc 


The territory over which these young 
men will soon rule is large, the dominion 


of one being equal in extent to the New 


England states, and containing half a mill- 


ion of inhabitants. 

The boys are earnest Christian con- 
verts, and it is said that before they re- 
turned to Africa they entered into a league 
promising to help each other in the civili- 
gation and conversion of. their peoples, 
One was to inaugurate efforts for their ed- 
ucation in the habits of enlightened peo- 
ple; the second was to take charge of com- 
mercial and industrial affairs, and the 
work of the third is to elevate the national 
policy of the three heathen kingdoms, 

The immediate practical work under- 
taken by these three negro princes is to 
prevent the importation of whisky and all 
spirituous liquors into their territories, 

One of them, Prince Massaquoi, has 
published a strong protest against this 
traffic, which sets forth the speedy ruin 
wrought among the Negroes in África by 


drunkenness, and appeals to all Christian 
people to aid him in his effort to save 
them. f 

The editor adds that **there is something 
touching and noble in this effort of three 
princely black lads to combine to elevate 
and Ohristianize their peoples, and to pro- 
tect them from the liquid death dealt out 
to them by civilized nations.” : 

It did not suit the editor's purpose, in 
this concluding clause, to say '* Ohristian- 
ized and civilized nations.” If these col- 
ored scions of royalty are not pious fictions, 
I wish some kind, sensible Freethinker 
would take them in hand and giv them 
some practicable advice. Point out to 
them, first, that it is those same Christian 
nations, to whom they appeal for aid, that 
send them both rum and missionaries, 


and that Christianity, one hundred years 


ago, tolerated and encouraged such intem- 


perance as would bring a blush of shame 
Next point out 
to these royal buds that, instead of intro- 
ducing a new religion, which would prob- 
ably result in bloodshed and anarchy and 


to darkest Africa to-day. 


further degradation, good statecraft re- 


quires that they should avail themselvs of 
the best features of a religion already fa- 


vored. 


It appears from an admission in this ar- 
ticle that Mohammedanism is already a 
favored religion, and if these dusky poten- 
tates must hav a state religion as a moral 
aid in reforming the intemperate habits of 
their subjects, this, of all religions, givs 
the solidest foundation. Listen to what 
Sala says in his Preliminary Discourse, or 
introduction to the Koran: **The drinking 
of wine, under which name all sorts of 
strong and inebriating liquors are compre- 
hended, is forbidden in the Koran in more 
Some, indeed, hav imag- 
ined that only excess therein is forbidden, 
and that the moderate use of wine is al- 
lowed by two passages in the same book; 
but the more received opinion is that to 
drink any strong liquors, either in lesser 
quantity or greater, is sbsolutely unlawful; 
and though libertins indulge themselvs in 
a contrary practice, yet the more conscien- 
tious are so strict, especially if they hav 
performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, that 
they hold it unlawful not only to taste 
wine, but to press grapes for the making 
of it, to buy or sell it, or even to maintain 
themselvs with the money arising by the 
sale of that liquor." This is the testimony 
of one who is a Christian and opposed to 
Mohammedanism. Do Christians decline 
a maintenance that arises by the sale of 
liquor? I believe there is no state, nor 
large city in this Christian land, that does 
not derive a large part of its revenue from 
I am told that even 
Trinity church gets a part of its income 
from those who sell liquors in some of its 
many buildings. It must be admitted that 
there is a protest against the traffic, and in 
the name of Christianity, too; but there 
is, first and foremost, in this protest an 
intolerance that rejects and stigmatizes all 
sympathy or aid that is not Christian. A 
Christian is a Christian first, and if he can 
not stamp any reform with a Christian la- 
bel, it may go to the devil, for all he cares, 
and he will help to put down any reform 
that is not so labeled. No, my dear col- 
ored sprigs of royalty, you are on the 
| wrong road to a true reform for Africa. 
Cultivate home genius and put an embargo 
We can 
furnish you with teachers of a secular 
character to our mutual advantage, but 


places than one. 


the sale of liquors. 


on both rum and missionaries, 


these foreign religion propagandists are 
frauds. But after all it may be these 
**three black crows” are frauds themselvs, 


and are only seeking a kingdom not yet in 


J. K, P. Baxer, 
or 


Mortuary—Rosa A. Derrick. 
Evp»rvinnzg, Or., May 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprroz: Rosa A, Derrick was born 
at Eugene City, Or., in 1868. She would 
hav been 27 years old if she had lived until 
July 1, 1895. She was a loving, obedi- 
ent, and patient child. She was beloved 
by all who knew her. She never was a be- 
liever in the dogmas of the church. She 
bore her illness with patience and forti- 
tude, &nd died in the full possession of her 
reason, without the slightest signs of fear. 
Patient, calm, with love to all,and malice 


sight. 


toward none, she was taken in the primeof 
life. She was a useful member of society, 


fearless, outspoken, firm, and true to prin- 
ciple; kind and affectionate; always found 
in the path of duty. No orthodox babbler 
was allowed to speak at her grave. 
ceremony was short, yet very appropriate. 
More than s hundred friends and neigh- 
bors accompanied her remains to their last 
resting-place. Inthe coast mountain range 
the country is new and settlers are com- 
parativly few, yet such was their apprecia- 
tion of her character and worth that they 
came from many miles away to pay the 
last tribute of respect to the honored and 
beloved dead. 


The 


E. S, DERRIOR. 


THEODORE BOWEN. 
GorprHwArTE, TEx., April 24, 1895. 
Mr. EprroR: I write to let you know of 
the death of our Atheist friend Theo. 


Bowen of this town. As he had no family 


he lived alone, Judge Geo. Whitaker, 
lawyer, justice of the peace, and county 
commissioner of precinct No. 1, Mills 
county, Tex., a thorough Liberal and In- 
fidel gentleman of good standing, had ar- 
ranged a eulogy, to be read at the grave of 
Bro. Bowen in case no other person wished 
to make a talk, but we had a fine funeral 
oration delivered by Mr. D. H. Mayar, of 
this town, a Liberal and Infidel friend of 
Mr. Bowen. Mr. Mayar is a first-class 
merchant of our town, and be it said to the 
crediffof Infidelity that for truth and hon- 
esty no one stands higher in the estima- 
tion of the people than he, Ithink'I will 
Soon get one or two new subsoriptions to 
Tae Trora SEEKER. The long drouth 
was broken here by a good rain this week, 
the first we hav had for six weeks. 
Respectfully, W. O. CARSWELL, 
JUDGE WHITAKEB'S EULOGY. 

It becomes our duty to common human- 
ity to commit to the silent tomb the last 
remains of Theodore Bowen, who died be- 
tween the hours of 6 r.m. and 6 A.M. on 
the night of April 17, 1895. He died as 
he lived, firmly believing that beyond the 
narrow space of earth in which his last re- 
mains now rest, no eye can see, nor any 
human mind penetrate the future. 

That he has passed from us in life no 
man can doubt. Our old friend lived 73 
pe of his eventful life on earth. He 

elieved in Infidelity, advocated its doo- 
trins, taught its ‘precepts, enjoyed its prin- 
ciples, He lived a moral life, believed in 
doing good to his fellowman while here 
upon. earth, leaving eternity out of his 
thoughts because eternity was beyond his 
comprehension in this life; eschewed evil, 
but was charitable to all mankind. He 
was honest in his dealings, exercised in- 
dustry through life; was patient in mortal 
illness, and passed from the shores of 
time as a child falls asleep; not a sign of 
agony, pain, or suffering was manifest 
upon the remains of the dead. He had 
retired to his usual rest on the night of 
April 17th, wrapped his mantle around 
him and gone to sleep, crossed the river 
of death, and is now sleeping in the great 
chamber of death encircled by that bound- 
less eternity of which no man knows aught. 
We, my friends, must, in the near future, 
pass through the same ordeal. We see him 
now as he is, In a few fleeting moments 
he passes from our view, and is gone from 
us no more to return. He loved his coun- 
try, and to do good was his religion; a 
friend to the poor and tbe afflicted. He 
leaves no child -to mourn his death or to 
weep over his grave, So it remains only 
for us to say in the language of one he 
loved and revered because of his teach- 
ings, ‘‘ Here is hope for the living and 
peace for the dead.” 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groraz J. ROMANES, 


A oo aiic Ex pOsttion of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regar ung the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
"Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a pnrely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in tha 
qe of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
Oi 
Titustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address," THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


Steady and Stick Do the Trick. 


A rush is good in its place, lad, 
But not at the start, L say. 

For life's a very long race, lad, 
Aud never was won tbat way. 
It's the stay that tells, the stay, boy, 
And the heart that never savs die; 
A spurt mav do with the goal in view. 
But steady’s the word, say I. 

Steady’s the word that wins, lad, 
Grit and sturdy gain; 

It’s sticking to it will carry you through it— 
Roll up your sleeves again. 


Oh, Snap is a very good cur, lad, 
To frighten the tramps. I trow, 
Bat Holdfast sticks like a burr, lad— 
Brave Holdfast never lets go. 
Aud Clever’s a pretty nag. boy, 
Bat stumbles and shie:, they say, 
So Steady I count the safer mount 
To carry you all the way. 


The iron bar will smile, lad, 
At straining muscle and thew. 

But the patient teeth of the file, lad, 
I warrant wil! gnaw it through. 

A snap may come at the end, boy, 
And a bout of might and main, 

But Sseady and Ssick must do the trick— 
Roll up your s'eeves again. 


Words of Cheer. 


Dear Miss Wrxon: A greeting to you 
and all the intelligent young Cornerites. 
Housed up this rainy Sunday, what better 
task to set myself than the pleasant one 
of communicating, through the medium of 
the pen, my warm sympathy and hearty 
approval of the young truth seekers in 
their onward march toward liberty and 
progress? 

Good thoughts, our only friends, - 
Oar wealth, a well-spent youth; 
The earth, our sober inn 

And quiet pilgrimage. 

In each succeeding number of this best 
of all Freethought journals, bright faces 
and glowing countenances confront me. 
What a harvest of ripe thoughts! I notice 
quite a number of writers from the states 
of Oregon and Washington. This sug- 
gests pleasant thoughts of that tireless, 
unceasing, and goo worker, Katie Kehm 
Smith. I wonder how many she has led 
out into the domain of thought? From 
every side come reports of her work. 

**Auleta," by Sadie Athena Magoon, was 
a pretty story. Mrs. Magoon is Mrs. 
Slenker’s activ helper. But the sweet in- 
fluence she extends goes farther thau 
through the columns of the Little Free- 
thinker. 

Good books are necessary for proper 
instruction, and while I cannot name them 
all, I would like to call the attention of 
young readers of science to the works of 
P. J. Proudhon, a philosopher of great re- 
pute, whose biography I will giv you some 
day, with Miss Wixon’s permission. 

He wasan economist, and a Radical of an 
extreme type, but so clear, logical, and de- 
cisiv, always helpful to the inquiring mind, 
that I unhesitatingly recommend him to 
young and old. 

The time has gone by when books are 
put away upon a high shelf. because ‘‘ un- 
fit" for children to read. Our little ones 
of this latter-day age hav become so fear- 
less and brave in investigation that they 
stop at nothing; and dear old fogies of 
bygone days look on in helpless amaze, 
only ejaculating feebly, ‘‘Things are dif- 
ferent now from what they were when we 
were young, you know.” 

And so they are, aud so we hav just cause 
to feel proud of and encourage this ‘‘ dif- 
ference.” Well, P. J. Proudon has done 
a great deal to bring this ‘‘ difference” 
about. Teachers of philosophy will praise 
him now, when logic and reason are needed 
so much, but emancipated people of the 
twentieth century will one day awake 
to a sense of what they owe him, and 
the name of P. J. Proudhon will liv 
**though the heavens fall.” Two of his 
books, ‘‘ What is Property?" and ‘*The 
System of Economical Contradictions, or 
the Philosophy of Misery,” can be pur- 
chased from their translator and publisher, 


> 


Mr. B. R. Tucker, P. O. Box 1812, New 
York. 

If this was a less intellectual and less in- 
vestigating class of young people, one 
might hesitate before mentioning such 
profound works, but nothing is too com- 
plieated, too abtruse or learned, for the 
readers of our ‘‘ Corner.” 

** Science,” as our friend, teacher, and 
editor has written, ‘‘is the real savior of 
the world," and not the least of its teach- 
ings are contributions to that department 
by Miss Wixon. However, her able book, 
“Right Living," needs no mention from 
me. Allwho are able hav read it long ago, 
and those who were not able are lament- 
ing their hard fate. Miss Louisa Iffland, 
of Port Townsend, Wash., can get a good 
collection of eastern legends from the 
writings of Hezekiah Butterworth, en- 
titled ‘‘ Zig-Zag Journeys." There are 
about five books in all, I believe, but 
** Journeys in Classic Lands,” ‘* Journeys 
in Europe,” and the ‘‘ Orient,” will giv 
you Eastern lore. These volumes are 
elegantly bound and gotten up in fine 
style—large print with illustrations. 

However, works on such a nature are 
generally obtained in book stores. But 
my letter has grown so alarmingly long 
that I fear its trip to Fall River will ter- 
minate in a trip to the waste-basket. 

Cordially thanking my friends for words 
of encouragement, and Miss Wixon for 
her leniency, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Porterville, N. Y. 

—É0—— 
Correspondence. 
LIBERAL WISHES. 


We want the youth of our country 
To learn in freedom and right, 

Pure thoughts to guard and nourish, 
And words to spesk of light. 


Ipa BALLOU. 


Actions in true accordance 
Therewith to propagate, 
To better the land we liv in, 
And lessen human hate. 


For selfishness and evil 
Strangle the nobler soul, 

That would grow upward worthy 
Of manhood as a whole. 


Let none but good deeds enter 
The arena, activity, 

So naught need ever affrighten ; 
Seek conscience shelteringly. 


OnPnHa WORTHING. 
Medford, N. Dak. > 
[My dear, you ean éxpress your thoughts 
better in prose than poetry. Please write 
us something about Freethought in North 
Dakot& We will always be pleased to 
hear from you.—Ep. O.O. 


Sickness Among Children 


is prevalent at all 82asons of the year. but can be 
avoided largely when they are proporly cared 
for. Infant Health is the title of a valuable 
pamphlet accessible to all who will send address 
to the N. Y. Condensed Milk Co., N. Y. City. 


SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300 pp., $1. i 
Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Children's. Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE., 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo 
logical terms. Price, 2 cents. 


How Mrs. Wm. Henry Makes Money. 


Í have been so successful in the past few months 
that I feel it my duty to aid others by giving my, 
experience. I have not made le:s than $'8 auy 
day for the last five months, and have not can- 
vassed any, I puta notice in the papers thas I 
am selling the lron City Dish Washer, aud people 
send for them by the dozen. They give such 
good satisfaction that every family wants one. 

ishes washed and dried in two minutes. I think 
any person can easily clear $10 a day, and double 
that after they gets'arted food. Id n’tseo why 
anvone svould be destitute, when they may just 
as well be making lots of monsy if they try. Ad- 
dress the Iron City Dish Washer Co.. 145 8. High- | 
land Ave., Station A., Pittsburg, Pa., and they, 
wil give you all instructions and testimonials ; 
t succeed. 
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RIGHT LIVING | 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.09. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Something Án 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 
THE 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


8ee. 
Saw the Vision Ot the world, and all the wonders 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “ Looking 
Backward" in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth. $1: paper. 50 canta. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


Y 


i I CLUSTRATED 

By Carey K. Jurist. 

The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold 

There are 70 broad pages and the prico is only 

50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible : What Is Itt A pamphlet con- 
taining eight ters, in refutation o . 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of `» 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies Tn Theology. A clear exposition 

t iblical story of man’s ** creation 

2 curse,” theologically denominated “ the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. en 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A rotata- 
tion of the assumption that he was & divine 
erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what itis not and what itis. Price, cents. 

Address | THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forma of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced trom 50 cents in raver and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 vents in paper, 50 cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK«#R CO. 


Physicians recommend bicycling. 
form.” 


Columbia Bi 


for the many ladies who prefer 
bockers rather than cumbersome 


prices—$80, $60, $50. 


+100 


MODEL 42 COLUMBIA 


Two new models for women's use in 


Model 42 Columbia has been especially designed 


Ladies wheels also in Hartford Bicycles at lower 


COLUMBIAS—They almost fly. 


Bicycling 
«. Women 


Dame Fashion says it is “good 


cycles. 


to wear knicker- 
Skirts. 


POPE MFG. CÓ. New vonx 
General Offices OHiCAGO 


SAN FRANOISOO 


and Factories, 
HARTFORD, Conn, PROVIDENOR 


BUFFALO 


Send for Catalogue. Free at any 
Columbia Agency, or by mail for two 
2-cent stamps. 

Six haudsomo Paper Dolls, show- 
ing ladies' bicycle costumes by noted 
designers, mailed for five 2-cent stamps. 


Junt 15, 1895] 
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Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as " Eye-openers," in doing ‘ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all induiring persons, send for & supply of 


these valuable little evangels of truth. 


They ravge in prico from one to ten cents each. 
They are so iow in price that thousands of gen- 
erous- hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistenoy of Christians Generally. H. Clay 

U88 ..... ERMETE enean pe Sen saints seven es 
Astro-Theologv. L.L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 

be but an Allegorical representation of 

the sun’s course through the different 
zodiaea! SiSNS..............ceeeeeeeeeceees 
Apostles of Christ. Austin Holyoake... .... 
The Bible God Disproved by Nature. W. E. 


Passes as the Inspired Word of God. 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. F. Max Muller. .. 
Constantine the Great, Portrayiug the Ini- 

quity of the First Ohristian Emperor. 


B. Wise is now 3ndict.d for sending a 
verse from the Bible through the mail.) 
. B. Wakeman..................- See 
Cruelty and Credulity of the Human Race. 
, Dr. DanielArter................. sees eee eee 
Christianity a Borrowed fystem. Bennett. 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts —— . 
The Christian Faith. 20) Questions Without 
, ADSWers..........eee.. PEIPER 
Obristian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 


hristian Missionary and a Chinese 


The Church and Freethought. 
Steiner............. Nd Ve ka PUE Fr rere at 
Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shali the Mails 


days. S P Putnam ............. esee 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.... 
The Devil's Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 
.Due. JohnSvphers. ..... 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den. D. M. B 


i M. Benneii..... 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
ustin k 


Shelley 
Few Words about the Devil. Chas. Bradisugh 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas. Watts 
The Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besaut.... 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 
The Gospal of Christianity and the Gospel of 
Freethought. - Annie Besant 
- Has Man a So 


Ingersoll on McGlynn ................ seasons 
The Ills We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 
. M. Bennett. ...se.ssssasssescsesesesese 
Isthe Bible Indiotsble? Annie Besant....... 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaao Paden k 
Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh 
Land Question. Charles Bradisugh. 
Large or-Small Families? A. Holyo 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll..... 
Legend of Gautams Buddha. Paralleling tha 


of Jesus Ohrist..... 1... cee cece eee eeeeeee 
Logic of Death: or Why Should the Atheist 
Fear to Die? By .J. Holyoake  ... 


The Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
. ples of Freethougot. G. J. Holyoake.... 
Lndicrons Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 
yoake 
Liberty and 


The New W. 

The Old J 

On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant......... 
On Prayer, Annie Besant............... .... 


Written during her 


. D. Moore . 
Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingersoll... 
Qur Father in Heaven. Poem b 

Stephenson .............. 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Ch 


Plea for Impartial Taxation. S B Duryea, T 

B Wakeman, AWO8....... is 
Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsbueg.. 
Philosophy of Secularism. arles Watts... 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as desoribed 


py the Bible. Per dozen... eee eene 10 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 


mte 


Revis he Tru Seeker. so ae PME P M e 8 
evivalism Examine .G. s secs 
A Remarkable Book A Review. Dt Grè "8 z 
rend of Christendom. H. W. Douglas 
in Canadian Sp-ctator.............. eese. 
The Safe Side, H B Brown 


The Stage and the Pu pit. 
Superstition Displayed. Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 


10 


ruth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 


(Reply to some of the Sunday-school 

5 Stories About Him.) e Sunday-schoo $ 

5 i 
Were Adam and Eve 
Charles Bradlaugh 


What Did Jesus Teach? 


A J E Remsburg.. 5 
WasChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower 4 .. 10 
dress TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. . 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 

0 the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price. cloth, $1. ddress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1896, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 
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1492] Columbus tolngersoll |1892 


400 Years 
F 


O 
reethough 
By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


$6.50. 


ANAIA N N PDL 


HH TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine . 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
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properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
1 rn wok : : 
3 in the United States. of text, " is Si. e. s subscriber diris D ipn ‘ 
was guaranteed to him. e e 
?| Should It Be Exempt from SE porcen duh ii i d en : d me EREE 9 
Taxation? nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 3 

? sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 3€ 
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Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on i 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide.” 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


. The Truth Socker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument, for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just ce to all.” 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that splendid 
“Life,” by "the prince o 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the car 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounde t } 
truthfully described as, ‘‘ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in th à i 
make a delightful present, and will be & souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on hekvy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


GOVERNMENT. |Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


By CHARLES MORAN. 2 Bi 
Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
à A Lecture s 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 
A little book of 58 pages, full of scientifi 
thought. The story of this great scientist's life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafavette Place. Naw Vark (ty 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidences 
and Early History of Chrisiianity. 
Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith- 
fully Set Forth. 
By REV, ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38Lafavette place, Now York. 


Price, 5 cents. 
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| Net for Parsons. {Sm Good Pamphlets at Low Prices, 


Conpuotor (scanning half-fare ticket): 
** You don't look much like a minister.” 
Ticket holder (indignantly): ‘‘ The h—] I 
don't!"— Puck. 


À PARABLE worth the reading 
Belike we might hav read; 
If Christ had come to Chicago, 
But the devil came in Stead. 
—Once a Week. 


Srupsox: ** How do you know that your 
rival and her father will fall out and 
fight?" Jimpson (gleefully): ‘‘They’ve 
both joined the same church choir."— 
Tammany Times. 


Sunpay-scHoou teacher: ‘‘ Willy, you 
know you will be gathered into the fold 
some time, don’t you?” Willy: “No, 
ma’am; we don’t use that kind of bed since 
Fido was smothered."— Puck. 


Mr. Bisnor: ‘Well, Levi, I presume 
you don’t observe Lent at your house." 
Levi: ‘Beg pardon, but I do, sir. In 
playing cards we use only the black cards 
during Lent and deprive ourselvs of the 
pleasure of handling the hearts and dia- 
monds."— Boston Ideas. 


ELDERLY GENTLEMAN (taking a stroll 
on Sunday morning, to cabman): ** My 
friend, are you a God-fearing man? Do 
you giv that attention to religious matters 
which all men should?" Cabman: ‘‘Oh, 
yes, sir; jump in, and I'll drive you to any 
church on the avenue for a dollar."— 
Texas Siftings. 


Or» man Whipple, the Down East lum- 
berman who paid $10,000 for a gold brick, 
is not likely to subseribe for the new Chi- 
cago daily that is to exclude all accounts 
of crime from its columns. He says if he 
“had read more about crime and less 
of Talmage’s sermons,” he guesses he 
** wouldn't hav bought that brick.”—New 
York Mer3ury. 


Ture is another story about children— 
the story of a Portland boy, aged six or 
thereabouts, that I hav omitted to tell. 
He went to church with his mother Sun- 
day, and as the contribution box came 
along she handed him a dime to drop into 
it. Helooked first at the coin, and second 
at the collector, and then turning gravely 
to his mother asked in a surprised tone : 
* But what am I making out of this? 
Where do I come in?” 


Amona the miners going to the Black 
Hills, a party of ten started from Cheyenne 
not long ago, which lost one of their num- 
ber by death on the road. They couldn’t 
take the body along, and as they had no 
means of obtaining a coffin, they buried 
their comrade without one. Among the 
number was an ‘‘old timer," who was a 
particular friend of the dead man, and he 
mourned deeply his loss, and cursed and 
swore about at a fearful rate because he 
had to be buried in that uncivilized way. 
Finally he blubbered out, ‘‘I know a good 
prayer, but if I was to get it off, some of 
you d—d fools would laugh at me.— Omaha 
Herald. 


A srory is told of a certain Parson Black 
who had a hymn of which he was especially 
fond, and which so accurately expressed 
his sentiments that he made use of it on all 
possible occasions. One of these was the 
funeral of his most prominent deacon, 
who, though activ in the affairs of the 
church, had, in the business world, a rep- 
utation for sharpness and closeness that 
was not wholly enviable. The gervices 
were drawing to a close. Parson Black 
rose slowly from his chair and, in a voice 
of sepulchral sadness, said: ‘‘ Friends, be- 
fore removing the remains of our dearly 
beloved brother from this house to the 
house appointed for all the living, let us 
join in singing the two hundred and 
Seventy-fourth hymn: 

** Believin', we rejoice 
To see the curse removed.” 


WHILE ST. PETER'S BURNED. 


While the church wildly burned on that 
cold winter's morn, 

And the prieston the sidewalk was wailing 
forlorn, : ' 

Colonel Billings stepped up with a smile 
that was bright, À 

And remarked: '*I will giv you a beauti 
ful site, : > 

Upon which to erect a new church in the 
spring, 

When the marigolds blow and the bobo- 
links sing.” 

As the priest softly smiled in the joy of his 
heart, 

Did the colonel remark, both aside and 
apart: : 

“If I get the new church in my region, 

FAWon't I hav a most beautiful cinch! 
For my land it will put 
From ten dollars a foot — 

(KTo about seven dollars an inch." 

—R. K, M, 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 
AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply to a 


Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


gener: C Luse. 3 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE, Showing that 


Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
AEN E by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
& Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Gontaining the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettstein’s 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliantlectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, ‘‘ What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ‘Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingerso 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. h 

MATERIALISM: Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon veria Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament. One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the vie H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphlet, therefore, is 2 consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel | 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 
and Births, ‘Che Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The D 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, | 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Insoiratiou, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, “ No Bible. No lvilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


18- * 


on the famous text, "The Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FaEDERIOK Dovarass and Con. Rog- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL On the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Pirty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Oolonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 


Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 
THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 
SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or Tho Con- 


flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 


iddicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 

alleged gospel. HJ Seigneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow 


1| WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. 


WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Ohrist’s alleged acts which would lead one 
tothat conclusion. LK Washburn. 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
The title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it hava Peen called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
and tho Real. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature’s Gos el, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychio Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 
cago. ANTE The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
Upon Har, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. Susan H. Wixon 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


it will It will 
Corner 
Make You 
the 
Laugh, Parson. 
By WATSON HESTON. 

The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full-Pa B 
Given Concerning the Ürigin and Authenticity of the AQ) Pages. 200 -Lag 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 

CONTENTS. 
Sustaining s Theory, Bloody Joshua, 
iants, i 
The Adventures and Work of Noah, se Peso pd ana Bere and, Parag 
A Hunting Anecdote, General Gideon ° 
Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 


A Queer Family, | 

Isaac and His Sister,” 
One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, | . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
avid, God’s Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pil., New York city. 


In the nature of things, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


‘In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, “will make men 
better; forif & man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and “ Lincoln," and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel's millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. i 


VOLTAIRE 


« Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Inaursorz’s great 
lecture, printed in à handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IxarzsoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Tr is not the rabble-rousing harang that 
lasts. — Galveston News. 


Even asa child every human being should 
be treated as a necessary, essential mem- 
ber of humanity.—7". Froebel. 


JOURNALISM must hav more self-respect. 
Now it praises good and bad men so in- 
discriminately that a good word from nine- 
tenths of our journals is worthless.— Wen- 
dell Phillips. 


Ir fortune brings to pass one of a hun- 
dred events predicted by roguery, all the 
others are forgotten, and that one remains 
as a pledge of the favor of God, and as the 
proof of a prodigy.— Voltaire. 


Tax law, the legislature, cannot regen- 
erate. It has never yet created a wise pub- 
lic opinion nor ordained a good public 
conscience, although it often outrages both. 
Moral stamina is not furnished by acts of 
Congress, decrees of state, or by munici- 
pal ordinances, Reformation and regen- 
eration are upward and outward move- 
ments of the better that is in human 
nature, and not a matter of statutory de- 
crees.— Louise Tresscotte. 


ADMITTING that for the fanatic some wild 
anticipation is needful as a stimulus, and 
recognizing the usefulness of his delusion 
as adapted to his particular nature and his 
particular function, the man of higher 
type must be content with greatly- 
moderated expectations, while he perse- 
veres with undiminished eftorts. He has 
to see how comparativly little can be done, 
and yet to find it worth while to do that 
little; so uniting philanthropic energy with 
philosophic calm.— Herbert Spencer. 


To speak your honest thoughts, to teach 
your fellowmen, to investigate for your- 
self, to seek the truth, these were all 
Grimes, and the ** Holy Mother Church” 
pursued the criminals with sword and 
flame. The believers in a god of love—an 
infinit father—punished hundreds of of- 
fenses with torture and death. Suspected 
persons were tortured to make them con- 
fess. Convicted persons were tortured to 
make them giv the names of their accom- 
plices. Under the leadership of the 
church, cruelty had become the only re- 
forming power. —Zngersoll. 


. WE fence in the land and wonder why 
men cannot be satisfled with the slavery 
of banishment. We confer privileges upon 


some at the expense of others, and endow. 


those who possess with & contempt for 
those who are dispossessed. We go to the 
legislature when we should go to the head 
and heart. The gavel of the speaker falls 
upon the passage of an act and the work 
of the Lord is done. The benevolent are 
deceived into satisfaction, and the poli- 
tician has put another element into the 
sources of his sustenance and tyranny. 
Meanwhile the people directly affected 
find the doors they beat against double- 
barred rather than thrown open.— Horace 
L. Traubel. 


Ir must be admitted, by men who keep 
steady observation on the facts of life, that 
folly and greed occasionally secure frag- 
ments of delight and appreciable spells of 
fair fortune. But common sense reckons 
one experience with another, and strikes 
&n ethical average. And the verdict of the 
overwhelming majority of rational men, 
religious or otherwise, has been cast on 
the side of the life which is conducted on 
the line of temperance, industry, courtesy, 
and kindness, and a reasonable prepared- 
ness.to suppress personal inclination in the 
interests of a friend, a family, or a com- 
munity. This verdict has been given on 
the double ground that morality is essen- 
tial to the publie weal, and tends to the 
happiness of the individual.—F. J. Gould. 


PERHAPS, in some degree, the threats of 
punishment and the promises of reward 
hereafter may still be operativ, and may, 
even among presumably intelligent peo- 
ple, be cited as the chief reason for the 
practice of virtue. I say perhaps, because 
one sees what small effect they hav on the 
conduct of those who profess undiminished 
belief in them. For these, practically, 
moribund motivs the Evolutionist substi- 
tutes that higher and abiding motiv, based 
on the vast significance of the doctrin of 
heredity, which slone awakens us to deep 


Starz or Ouro, Orrx or TOEEDOR. aa 
Lucas County. s 

FRANK J, OngrNEY miles oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of F. J. OggNrx & Co. 
doing business in the city of Toledo, County and 
State aforesaid. and that said firm will pay the 
sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for each and 
every case of Catarrh that cannot be cured by the 
use of AHALL’S CATARRH CUBE. 2 

FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Bworn,to before me and subscribed in my pres- 


ence, this 6th day of December, A.D. 1886. 
em A. W. GLEASON, 
{ SEAL } 
a= 


Notary. Pubtto. 
Hall’s Oatarrh Cure is taken internally and acts 
directly on the blood aud mucous surfaces of the 
system. Send for testimonials, free. 
F. J. CHENEY & 00., Toledo, O. 
@ Sold by Druggists, 750. 


sense of debt to the past and of duty to 
the future, We are each of us hundreds 
of thousands of years old—‘ the heirs," 
indeed, ‘‘of all the ages;" we are what we 
are through what our forefathers made us, 
plus the action of circumstances on our- 
Selvs; and, as with us, so with our fellows 
and ourchildren. "Therefore the future is 
largely with us, as inducement to cultivate 
the best and suppress the worst; and if to 
know that it rests with man to make or 
mar the lives of others be not sufficient 
Stimulus to learning the true that we may 
do the right, I know not what other motiv 
will avail.— Edward Clodd. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story oʻ the Rightway Almshouse 


short story that will interest children and 
parents. 


By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. - 
Price, Five Cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R, 6, INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such & story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AN 


ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette PL, New York 


FREETRINKERS 


Price, 5 cents. 


—THE—- 


PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymu Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hgp“ 
py and bright ?—SEND For A cory,—Green cloth, 
gilt title. 40 cents: half bound, % cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half miles of Media county seat 
and within four mites of Chester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water, 
good timber growing on the place, some choice 
&pple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes’ walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line between 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be afine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern house on it. Kight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


18 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


7O MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent nola Sam and the Priests. 


2 'he Churck Robbing the People- 
3 d Thanksgiving. 

6 2 Sabbath Laws. 

14 EX Children and the Church. 

10 s: Woman and the Church. _ , 

6 Rd The Church and Thomas Paine. 
4 * Studies in Natural History. 

8 bo The Bible and Science. 


ib: t The Olergy and Their Flocks. 
1 p Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 : The Atonement Scheme. 

4 * The Lord and His Works. 

2 a Prayer. 

10 t The Creeds. 

1 "n Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- | 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
5 bie ssionaries. 
The Lord’s Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 

he Church and Slavery. 

iests and Politics. 

eland and the Church. . 
Ohurcb's Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. ; 
Heaven. 


e. 
Miscellaneous. 


$$2292$2222322 


“IDO ES Drs ao MID led 


fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 


At twice the price ıt would have been & cheap book. 


Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 


signer is a.wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings vhat nearly every Liberal in 
America, will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—(Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. 


ares do not make up the whole of 1his volume. 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations. 
falsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of those who up 


But the pict- 
'There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
and secondly as texts to prove the utter 

old them. Altogether the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 


hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SERKER. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. 


Price. $1.50, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 


Church. ''The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

**'Think of 
a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake & 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems, Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


 COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 


and the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Compruep BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
For sale at THIS OWWTOW 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. Price 25 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH REBKER. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Env. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 


DIRECT LEGISLATION. 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 aants Address Tar TRUTH QeRKER, 


99.9 9.09.0 *. 0.0 9.69. 0-9 


@ AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER! ! 


We want 1000 more active agents before @ 
July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
can be easily made in any locality; our goods é 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per @ 
cent. commission on all sales. Send to- lay e 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
e Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in 

silver orstamps. Established in 18582. Ad. 
è dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
e 


^00 9.9 


CO., Boston, Mass. 
“a> OS 02 0-4 026300008 


ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is not in magic potions, *‘ specifics '* 
| or electric cla: but oniy in 
i| WisDOM—THE 


THE 


by an eminent physician of 35 years 
ho “old, original, 


ic a equalled by none, 

j| Inspired by wish to aid humanity, it 
alii has providentially saved thousands. 
Ju] Its essays on marriage, parentage, 
adaptation, marital failures, etc., 
are of inestimable value to all now 
j married or who ever expect to be 
The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
8 colored eharts of vital organs, 200 
wood cuts, 21 chromose showing 
origin of life—development of man. 
2. aA P APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
^ "Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


CAN Stas been nay standing 


Home Talk "—I stand by it. 
Anyone afflicted. with any 
chronic,obstinate or obscure 
disease, defect or deformity, 
or troubled about some pri- 

> x vate affair in which the help 
of a physician of broad and long experience is 
Gesired, is welcome to state the case to me, in 
person or by letter, (sending return postage) and 

willadvise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
send, if wanted, my “ Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health," “Dr, E, B, FOOTE, 122 Lex, AVe, NEW YORK. 


EAL 


es 


» 


ele, Mental and Physical Debility 

nd who are desirous of being cured, à 

a booklet will be sent to their address for 

en cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 

iving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

B plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Oute- 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences Of suc 
ces, Address, — pp, R. P, FELLOWS, 


Sag where you saw this adver, s- ` Vineland, N. 5.’ 


NOW READ THIS! 
4! Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an cutgrowth of this long practice, which shonld 
give confidence to those afflicted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[June 15, 1895. 
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HOW CHRISTIANS HEED THE TEACHINGS OF CHRIST. 


Lay not up for yourselvs treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through 
and stea).—Matt, vi, 19. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


ABUBAKER, sultan of Johore, died in 
London on June 4th. 


Inspector McLavanum, of the New 
York Police, has been found guilty of ex- 
tortion, 


To reduce expenses the Canadian gov- 
ernment has cut down its regular militia 
force 20 per cent, 


Great damage was caused in the Medi- 
cin Valley, Neb., by the giving way of the 
dam of Curtis Lake. 


Ts Germans in Africa hav ‘‘ pacified ” 
the ‘‘ rebellious ” Bakoko by killing a few 
hundred more of them, 


A cLOUDBURST and consequent overflow 
of streams in the Black Forest, Germany, 
caused heavy loss of life. 


Taz State Democratic convention in 
Illinois was solid for free silver, the gold 
standard delegates not attending, 


Tr is proposed to giv the ballot in Aus- 
tria to & group of 600,000 artisans, who 
would elect thirteen members of the 
Reichsrath. 


Tug voluntary advance of the wages of 
the employees of big manufacturing es- 
tablishments in various parts of the coun- 
try continues. 


Tue Republicans of Kentucky nominated 
W. C. Bradley for governor. The plat- 
form declares for the gold standard, pro- 
tection, and reciprocity. 


Tue Cubans are encouraged by Capt.- 
Gen. Campos's cry to Spain for more 
troops. They hold that it indicates that 
the insurgents are prospering. 


Spain has complied specifically with all 
the demands of the United States govern- 
ment growing out of the firing of the 
Conde Venadito on the Allianca. 


S1awoR FERRARE, who defeated the So- 
cialist Barbato in the first or regular elec- 
tion for the Chamber of Deputies in Italy, 
was assassinated in Rome on June 3d. 


Ewrry FAITHFULL, one of the first women 
in that country in this century to fight 
for the widening of the sphere of woman, 
died last week in England at the age of 
gixty. 


Taz whaleboat Kite will go to Greenland 
to bring back Lieutenant Peary and his 
two companions who wintered there. The 
Kite will leave St. Johns, N. F., about the 
middle of July. 


SENATOR TELLER, of Colorado, declares 
that he wil not support the national Re- 
publican candidates next year if they are 
opposed to the free coinage of silver or if 
the party does not put a free silver plank 
in the platform, 


Carr-GEN. Primo Rivera, of Spain, 
was shot on June 4th, and probably mor- 
tally wounded, by Captain Clavijo, in 
Madrid, It is conceded that the assassin 
was mentally out of balance, but neverthe- 
less he was condemned by a military court 
and shot, 


New York city has added 20,000 acres 
to its area by the annexation of West 
Chester, Williamsbridge, Waverly, East 
Chester, City Island, and other parts of 
Westchester county. 


Amone the recent terrible disasters at 
sea was the loss of the French steamer Dom 
Pedro, which, bound for Spain, ran ona 
rock, causing the loss of about 100 passen- 
gers, mostly emigrants, 


Ir is reported that there haa been a mas- 
sacre of English, French, and American 
missionaries at Chengtu. China, and that 
the government has held back telegrams 
giving information of the fact. 


PRESENT CLEVELAND has appointed 
Richard Olney, of Massachusetts, Secre- 
tary of State, vice General Gresham, de- 
ceased, and Judge Judson Harmon, of 
Ohio, Attorney General, vice Mr. Olney, 
promoted. 


THERE are serious troubles in Colorado 
between the sheepmen and cattle owners. 
The latter armed, organized in military 
formation, and moved on the former, who, 
realizing their physical weakness, began to 
retire with their flocks to Wyoming. 


Six new battleships are rapidly nearing 
completion, but there are not sailors avail- 
able for more than two, and the only way 
the department can put the new vessels 
into commission is to withdraw some of 
the old ones and transfer their crews. 


A STATISTICAL bulletin issued by the 
treasury department shows that in ten 
years the number of women in the United 
States engaged in ‘‘gainfal occupations ” 
has increased 1,257,554, while the increase 
of the number ‘‘employed in trade and 
transportation " is 268 per cent. The lat- 
ter is largely due to the increased use of 
the typewriter. 


On Sunday, June 9th, all saloons, con- 
cert halls, and dancing pavilions were 
closed at Coney Island, to the great disap- 
pointment of the 40,000 visitors, and the dis- 
may of the business men of the place, who 
are ruined if the closing is continued. A 
Brooklyn star chamber junta, known as 
the ‘‘Brooklyn Law Enforcement So- 
ciety,” is responsible, 


Frery- seven re-ballots were held in Italy 
on Sunday, June 2d, for members of the 
House of Deputies, The results, so far as 
announced, are: Thirty Ministerialists, 
ten members of the Constitutional Oppo- 
sition, nine Radicals, and three Socialists, 
The convict Bosco (Socialist) was elected 
in Palermo, and the Socialist Barbato in 
Ravenna. The election of a convict to the 
Monso of Deputies acts as an order of re- 

ease. 


Mayor Strona has filled the new Special 
Sessions Court and the City Magistrates 
bench by the appointment of nine Repub- 
licans and five Democrats, one out of 
Tammany, including in the list one of the 
old police justices, Deuel. These are the 
appointees : Justices, Special Sessions 
Court, E. B. Hinsdale, W. Travers 
Jerome, E. A. Jacob, John Hayes, Wm. 
C. Holbrook; City Magistrates, Charlea 
A. Flammer, Robert C. Cornell, John O. 
Mott, Henry A. Brann, Leroy B. Crane, 
Joseph M, Deuel, William J. Fanning, 
Herman J, Kudlich, Ohas, E, Simms, Jr, 


DzrnEGATES representing unions of car 
penters, plumbers, steamfitters, and iron 
workers, hav formed a Central Union in 
this city to antagonize the Board of Walk- 
ing Delegates of the Building Trades, It 
was charged that during the electrical 
strike pickets were paid $4 per day. The 
Central Union thinks they should hav 
given their services free, 


No bauble of a title could add anything 
to the fame of & really great philosopher 
or man of science. Mr. Herbert Spencer, 
who was one of the three men outside.of 
Germany who were recently appointed by 
Emperor Wiliam Knights of the Order of 
Merit, has declined the proffered honor on 
the ground that his opinions, repeatedly 
expressed in his writings, debar him from 
accepting it. 


Tue rebellion in Ecuador will probably 
be successful, as the insurgents hav cap- 
tured Guayaquil, after a day of very severe 
fighting, and heavy losses on both sides. 
Genera! Ignacio has been proclaimed civil 
and military chief. Babahoyo and Yaguach 
hav also been occupied by the insurgents, 
The insurgents hold eleven of the fifteen 
provinces. The clergy are powerful and 
will do all possible to maintain the old 
government, 


Tue Anti-Vaccination Society of Amer- 
ica was reorganized under the old articles 
of incorporation ata convention held in the 
Fifth Avenue Hotel in New York on June 
5th. There was an attendance of some 
more than fifty men and women, the larger 
number of them physicians. Speeches 
were made by Dr. Alexander Wilder, Dr. 
M. R. Leverson, Dr. R. A. Gunn, Dr. J. 
Dobson, Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., Eliza B. 
Burnz, and others, Very stroog resolu- 
tions in condemnation of compulsory vac- 
cination were adopted, and measures were 
taken to publish the Anti- Vaccination 
News by the Society. Among other sums 
pledged to be raised was $100 guaranteed 
by Dr. Foote. These are the officers 
elected for the ensuing year: President, 
Dr. Peter M. Barclay, Newburg; secre- 
tary, Dr. M. R. Leverson, Port Richmond, 
S. IL; treasurer, Dr. J. M. McKinley, 
New York; executiv committee, W. H. 
Keefe, Newburg; Dr. C. A. Walters, 
Brooklyn; Dr. H. Hitehcock, New York; 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., New York; Dr. J. 
Dobson, Bethel, Conn. The initiation fee 
is $1 and the annual dues $1. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


" Intercourse Between the Soul and Body," 


Price, 5 cents. 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. 


P... 1.50 
,4e&ch, $1 
Bend for Descriptive perg s to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Science Versus Religion, 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 


By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, 10 Cents, For sale at this Office. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


** The advertisement of that well-khown 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appearsin our advertising 
pages. ° ' ' Mr. Wettstein ig worthy 
of the patronage of the public, e is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you ate sure to gat, 
as we have learned by experiencé. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal publia,” 


The subject of the above eulogy claims - 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings ” of his few idle hours, But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His * OTTO WETTSTEIN ^? 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-cutter’s art 
ever produced, It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER, 


8a Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Established 1857. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein 
Watch. 

The Ingersoll Sou 
venir Spoon. 
The Freethought 
Badge. 


» 
VISIBLE WRITING 


lightens his labor and renders him capable 
of doing more. 

It has a knack of keeping well, and is al- 
ways ready at critical or other times. 

These are some of the reasons why itis 
different from all other writing machines. 


The catalogue tells you more about it. 
FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


307 Broadway, New York. 
18t16 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


e 

Writes every letter in sight of operator. 
Does mostof the work in writing AUTOMAT- 
ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved 
&dditional work. 

It acts as if it studied the convenience of 
the operator at every turn, and thereby 
e 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Dosign Argument Vitiates Itself By Neceg~ 
sitating an Infinite Beries of Designers. 
II. If There Were & Designer He Oould Not Be 


Beneficent. 
HI. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregionsl Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Quir Subservienoy; 
and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing & Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
IIAN NINI NINININI NINININI N. 
Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


Address he 
28 Lafayette Place, N Y, 


Ad ournal of Freethought and Reform. 
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—— CAN US esE teste uil 


BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP SEA. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 


distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 


ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER. OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaeEgTHINKER's Prororiat Tuxt-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
ProroriaL TzxT-Boox. i 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S . PIOTOBIAL 
Trxt-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church's 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has 185 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson Heston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 8; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics,2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Oross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, T. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are. giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. . Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTA FOR THREE DOLLARS. ` 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
& good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can gei a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. : 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it. 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eraliam. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
psges of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us à new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. .Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 

What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
: Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 

Eprror Truru Szexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 

Respectfully, W. F. Barmy. 
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WITH 
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TRUTH SEEKER 
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The Initiatory Element in Progress. 

‘<The struggle of the ages has been individual selfish- 
negs, ignorance, and hate, against collectiv universality, 
wisdom, and love—and the contest was never more ve- 
hement than it is to-day."— Pen and Plow. 

It would be exceedingly difficult to crowd a 
greater number of expressed and implied inaccu- 
racies and downright untruths into fewer: words. 
According to the Pen and Plow, Galileo, Coperni- 
cus, Bruno, Voltaire, Paine, Diderot, Spinoza, Car- 
lile, Bradlaugh, Phillips, Garrison, Wright, An- 
drews, Bennett, Leland, Seaver, and all the rest of 
the pioneers of man’s redemption from superstition 
and slavery, were blindly selfish, ignorant, and vin- 
dietiv, while the stupid and indifferent masses 
whom they strove to awaken were the champions 
of universality, wisdom, and love. “The struggle 
of the ages” has been the heroic battle of a few in- 
dividuals of wisdom, foresight, and humanitarian 
instincts against the “collectiv” dullness, mole-like 
blindness, provincialism, and cruelty of the vast 
majorities of their times. There has never been a 
period in the history of the race when, if “the peo- 
ple,” popularly so-called, had possessed a tithe of 
the intellect, enterprise, and love of justice which 
informed and animated the “individuals” they per- 
secuted and slaughtered, they could not hav cast 
their chains from them in a moment, as it were. 
But such an hour never struck for humanity, and 
it never will—that is, the hour when the great ma- 
jority of the race will stand equal with the small 
minority in power of mind, devotion to the highest 
conception of equity, and in tender regard for all 
forms of life. No matter how high the race asa 
whole is gradually raised, this will remain true. In 
a universe of causes and effects if could not be 
otherwise. In evolutionary development there are 

always leaders and teachers, and the only real diffi- 
 eulty they hav to overcome is the inertia of the 
bulk of the people. Every discovery, every inven- 
tion, every innovation in industry, politics, and so- 
ciology, has come to the race from the individual— 
not the individual: who was but one of the unnamed 
units composing what Pen and Plow calls the “ còl- 
lectivity "—but the individual who had ideas and 

aspirations in advance of his time and was not 
afraid to run counter to the ignorance, prejudices, 
and apparent interests of his contemporaries. 

Yet all this does not carry with it the conclusion 
that there is, in the nature of things, a conflict be- 


tween the rights and interests of the “collectivity ” 
and the rights and interests of the individual, for 
the existent cannot struggle against the non-exist- 
ent; the contest is ever between different forms of 
existence.  **Oollectiv universality, wisdom, and 
love,” are abstractions ; the words describe no so- 
ciological or psychological fact; what Pen and 
Plow calls collectiv wisdom and love is merely the 
aggregated wisdom and love of the individuals 
who hav approximately similar thoughts and feel- 
ings. What has to be considered by the individ- 
ual who wishes to institute reforms, who would 
alter the constitutions and modify the operations of 
various social organizations, is the liberty, capac- 
ities, and needs of the individuals who inhabit the 
country. Theycan enjoy, they can suffer. But the 
two abstractions, “society” and “the state,” are 
absolutely insentient; they can feel neither pain 
nor pleasure. In discussing any proposed measure 
we hav to deal only with its aspects toward the in- 
dividual—will it harm him or benefit'him. When 
we talk of the conflict between the rights of the 
individual and the rights of society, we mean noth- 
ing more—if we use words intelligently—than the 
possible conflict between the rights of the minority 
and the rights of the majority of individuals. 

The church has held and holds that she was and 
is supreme over the individual, but this has meant 
and means only that the individuals composing 
* the church” claimed for themselvs and still claim 
the right, under * God," to impose their beliefs on 
all other individuals. The church is simply a com- 
bination of individuals asserting the right to lord 
it over their fellows who do not accept the same 
doctrins. There is nothing awe-inspiring in the 
church, once we are convinced of the falsity of its 
teachings, except the brute force represented by 
numbers. A lie believed by one million men is no 
more entitled to reverence than the same lie when 
believed by only one man. And, despite all that 
certain undiscriminating and illogical writers assert 
to the contrary, the fact thata given dogma is ac- 
cepted by a very large number of people is suffi- 
cient to throw grave doubts upon its assumed 
truth. History and experience tell us that the 
masses of men are easily credulous, disposed to re- 
ceive as gospel what is told them at their mothers’ 
knees and believed by their associates, not equipped 
for original investigation, and almost wholly un- 
qualified to reason in a logical and consecutiv man- 
ner, especially where their superstitions and sup- 
posed self-interest are involved. The chances are, 
therefore, that the “collectivity " — religious or 
political—is always nearer wrong than right as 
against the conclusions of the dissenting individual. 


Startling Admissions by Protestant Ministers. 
` The Grindelwald Conference resulted in the send- 
ing of a letter to the clergy requesting them to 
preach on Sunday, June 2d, on Church Union, and 
it is our pleasure to make note of some of the asser- 
tions and admissions thus drawn from the lips of 
God's ambassadors. 

` Perhaps the most remarkable of these occasional 
sermons was that delivered by Dr. Lyman Abbott in 


‘Plymouth Church, Brooklyn. In beginning, he said 


that he did not often comply with requests to speak 
on selected topics, but the subject of church union 
was one of so much importance that he had made 
an exception of it, although, if he could hav foreseen 
the warmth of the day, he would hav been tempted 
to choose “a less heavy theme"! He at once ad- 
mitted that the gospels are not the oldest of the 
books of the New Testamant, when he said that 
Paul's letter to the Corinthians was supposed to be 
the first written of the books of that part of the 


Bible. Even at that time grave differences had 
arisen in the church; we can only surmise what 
they were. It would appear, though, that the Jew- 
ish element insisted that “the early Christians 
should observe the Jewish laws, the Jewish feasts, 
the Jewish Sabbath, should go to the temple and 
offer up the sacrifice, and should submit to the 
Jewish circumcision.” The Gentiles objected to all 
this, and so there grew up two parties, one “ cling- 
ing to the traditions of the Jews, under Peter, and 
the others following Paul.” Next at Alexandria, 
the “great university town” of the age, where 
“Greek, Roman, Oriental, and Hebrew thought 
came together,” there arose a sect of philosophers 
* who were to solve a problem of life.” 

‘t These men still exist, even in our times, the men who 
want to rule the universe. They said, ‘Wa must find 
out who Christ is.’ They ssid, * What is this atonement?’ 
They wanted to turn Christianity into philosophy.” 

Of course Mr. Abbott's kind of Christianity has 
not tried to rule the universe! But as Christianity 
was essentially superstition, the Alexandrian phi- 
losophers could not make it into philosophy. Mr. 
Abbott proceeds : 

** Already there wasa fourth party iathechurch. They 
said they did not know whether there was such a man as 
Christ; ‘We don't care if he lived; this story gatisfiss 
us. We believe in communion with Goi, in a living 
Christ.’ They were the mystics. 


‘t Thus there were four great parties in the church of 
Christ at the outset.” 


Already four chief sects in the Christian church 
in the time of Paul! And the adherents of one of 
them did not know whether a Jesus of Nazareth 
had actually lived or was a mere idealization! If 
the Christians differed so vitally at that early date, 
why should we be damned because we do not know 
anything more certainly concerning the truth. of the 
dogmas of the church than did Paul’s contempo- 
raries? Dr. Abbott has said enough to convince any 
thinking person that Christianity was purely human 
in its origin; that it, like every other religion, is 
the product of evolution, that is, growth. The 
Plymouth pastor next rapidly traced the course of 
division in the Christian church subsequent to the 
time of Paul, mentioning the three great sects, 
Roman Catholic, Greek, and Protestant, and ad. 
verting to the almost innumerable divisions of the 
latter. In this connection he said: 

‘The antagonism between churches has been far 
greater than that between Christianity and Paganism. 
The Roman Catholics hav hated the Protestants, and the 
Protestants hav hated the Roman Catholics more than 
they hated sin. It is only 100 years ago that in Scotland 
the Presbyterians excommunicated a stone mason be- 
cause he helped to build an Epissopal church, and 
asserted that he assisted in erecting a pagan temple.” 

There were now to be seen some indications of a 
growing tendency to church union, thought Dr. 
Abbott. Read the reports of sermons contained in 
the Monday papers, and, unless the reporter men- 
tions the denominational affiliation of the ministers, 
you cannot tell to what sect they belong. This is 
equally true of Protestants and Oatholics, declares 
the doctor. He thinks that this indicates a grow-~ 
ing desire for union on the basis of fundamental 
beliefs. In our opinion the phenomenon is trace- 
able partly to this cause and partly to the increas- 
ing indifference toward religion, as religion; and 
this indifference is created and fostered by the dis. 
coveries in science, by historical investigations, and 
the wider and more numerous and fascinating pur- 
suits which democracy and induttrialism open to 
the men and women af the present age. But in so 
far as the manifestly intensifying desire for closer 
union between the sects and the avoidance of in- 
sistence upon petty differences are due to the wish 
to unite upon the basis of a few fundamental con- 
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cepts, it is certain that the drift is Romeward. 
There can be no mistaking the signs of the times, 
and one of the most unequivocal of these signs 
which we hav observed lately is the next admission. 
which we shall quote from Dr. Abbott’s sermon: 
Referring to the proposal of the Lambeth Epis- 
copal authorities to form a union of all denomina- 
tions on the basis of the Bible, the Apostles’ and 
Nicene creeds, the symbol, and the historic epis- 
eopate, Dr. Abbott surrenders to Rome in these 
pregnant sentences: 

‘In other words, our Episcopal brethren insist that we 
shall make the church union first on the book. It is not 
well to criticise an honest and earnest desire to bring 
about Christian unity, but the more I hav examined 
these Lambeth articles the more I disagree with them. 
We cannot found the unity of the Christian church on 
the Bible, because the Bible is founded on the church. 
The church was founded before the Bible was written; 
the latter is a record of church work. To build the 
church on the Bible is to lay the foundation on the super- 
structure. The church is the foundation, and the Bible 
has been built upon it. We hav tried this experiment of 
building the church on the Bible. This was what the 
Protestants did in the sixteenth century, but it did not 
unite the church. You cannot build the church on a 
creed, for, as the Bible is built on the church, the creed 
is built on the Bible.” 

So Rome has always affirmed, and such we know 
to be the fact. Protestantism has built upon the 
Bible, which it received from Rome, and yet it 
curses Rome as the perverter of Christianity! How 
does it know that the Catholic church perverted 
Christianity? What records has it, outside of 
the Bible, of primitiv Christianity, and to what, if 
not to the Catholic church, does it owe the preser- 
vation or creation of the Bible? The Protestant 
who affirms the infallibility of the Bible merely takes 
& roundabout way of affirming the infallibility of 
the Church of Rome. The creation cannot be in- 
fallible unless the creator is infallible, and the Bible 
is the creation and Rome the creator. Dr. Abbott's 
frank confession will return many a time to torment 
his inconsistent and illogical fellow-churchmen. 

On the day that Dr. Abbott’s sermon was deliv- 
ered Dr. L. A. Banks preached on the same subject 
in the Hanson Place Methodist Episcopal church 
in Brooklyn. He said: 

“The diversity of denominations is a very great per- 
plexity to some people. They cannot understand why, if 
the Bible is the inspired message of God to men, all 
should not see and interpret the message alike, and find 
harmonious fellowship in the same church and creed.” 

The objection is à natural and unanswerable one, 
although Dr. Banks tries desperately to get it out 
of the way. He should emulate the commendable 
example of Dr. Abbott, and admit that the only 
way to prove that the Bible is the inspired word of 
God is to prove that the Catholic church is incap- 
able of error. Of course that is what the Plymouth 
minister's admission amounts to in the outcome. 
Dr. Banks longs for church federation because he 
thinks that then all social problems could be solved 
in accordance with the “standards of Jesus Christ.” 
In other and plainer words, he wants the churches 
to unite so that they can force their interpretation 
of Jesus’s teachings upon all other citizens at the 
point of the bayonet. Here are his words: 

“The tenement-house question, the problem of the 
Sweat shops, the diabolical nuisance of the saloon, the 
social evil, the wise caring for the poor, and many other 
questions could find solution if all the Christian force of 
the city could be brought to bear on them by bringing 
the standards of Jesus Christ into control in our city 
life." 

Assuming for arguments sake that the Bible (and 
what it says is all that Dr. Banks knows about the 
*gtandarda" of Jesus) correctly reports the utter- 
ances. of the “Son of God," we are compelled to 
conclude that if everybody followed his instruc- 
tions there would be neither tenement houses nor 
any. other kind of dwellings, for no one would hav 
ever saved enough to build even a cottage. Jesus 
both made and drank wine, and wine-making and 
drinking are antecedent to the establishment of sa- 
loons. If Dr. Banks and the rest of the militant 
modern Christians would deal with the social evil 
in the way that Jesus did, we would, for the first 
time, hav some tangible evidence of a sincere desire 

_ to follow in the footsteps of the carpenter’s son, 
As to “wise caring for the poor,” the only scheme 


that Jesus had for doing this was to giv to who- 
ever asked for alms, the ultimate result of which 
indiscriminate charity must be universal beggary. 
Jesus knew nothing of the demands of justice, and 
he did not so much as protest against slavery, the 
extreme denial of justice, and the stereotyping of 
poverty. e BEN 
The Fetich Worshiper. 

We once met a fetich worshiper. Of course we 
hav seen other fetich worshipers, but this one was 
remarkable for his logical consistency and total in- 
ability to reason analytically. His fetich was the 
statute law; it was always to be implicitly obeyed, 
no matter what it required. We said to him: 
* Suppose that the law of this state made religious 
heresy a crime punishable with death by burning, 
and suppose that your mother should avow herself 
& Freethinker—what would be your duty in the 
premises and what would you do?” “If I were in 
any way charged with the enforcement of the laws 
of the state it would be my duty to carry into effect 
this law against heresy, and I should certainly do 
it; the law is above all else,” he replied unhesita- 
tingly and in perfect seriousness. This fetich wor- 
shiper was a lawyer, he lived in Iowa, and he was 
an Infidel. 

The man who makes a fetich of the legalized 
opinions of a certain or uncertain number of men 
always reasons syllogistically. This is his invari- 
able formula: 

“It is the duty of the citizen to obey all the laws of 
the state. 

‘This particular statute [whatever it may happen to 
be} is a law of the state. 

‘‘ Therefore it is my duty to obey this particular statute, 
no matter how repugnant it may be to my sense of jus- 
tiee.” 

He fails to see that his major premis is untrue. 
The citizen has reserved rights, and when a majority 
traverses them with & statute, that statute is not 
binding on any dissenting citizen. This is equally 
true when a minority succeeds in cajoling or bully- 
ing the legislativ power into enacting statutes that 
interfere with the said reserved rights of the citizen. 
If the individuals who compose the electorate hav 
not, as units, the rightful authority to compel their 
neighbors to a certain course of action, they do not 
get that authority by banding together and elect- 
ing a legislature. One thousand counterfeit one- 
dollar bills do not become good money by being 
put into one pocketbook. 

The fetich worshiper cannot reason analytically, 
he cannot reason by comparison, he cannot discrim- 
inate. The syllogism is a seductiv weapon, and he 
eagerly grasps it, but it more often cuts his own 
hand than it injures his opponent. This truth was 
strikingly illustrated when Father Lambert issued 
his famous attack on Colonel Ingersoll. 

As the Bishop of Seez affirms in his letter to 
Premier Ribot, “the law of the empire ends where 
that of the conscience commences ;” as William H. 
Seward said, referring to the statutes that legalized 
chattel slavery in the United States, “there is a 
higher law,” so we affirm that as against the pri- 
mary and paramount rights of the non-invading 
citizen the Sunday statutes and all similar acts of 
legislation are null and void. They are of no effect; 
they are not in any sense binding on the conscience; 
whether the individual will or will not temporarily 
obey them is wholly à matter of expediency, and he 
is the sole judge of the expediency or inexpediency 
of either compliance or defiance. 

In New Orleans there is at present an hysterical 
outcry for the enforcement of the Sunday law of 
that city. This law went into effect on Jan 1, 1887, 
but it has been practically a nullity until recently. 
New Orleans has never taken kindly to Puritanic 
ways, but it seems that she has now surrendered, 
for nearly all the newspapers and other opinion- 
manufacturing influences are madly clamoring for 
the enforcement of the law, “because it is law,” as 
the Zimes-Demoerat exultingly avers in its head- 
lines. Presumably if a law had been smuggled 
through making it a capital offense to eat meat on 
Friday these same unthinking shouters would vo- 
ciferously and with a great show of righteous in- 
dignation demand that it be enforced “because it 
is law." The fetich worshiper is to the front in the 


‘Crescent City. He often hates the Sunday law, but 


either he is not wise enough to know that the un- 
dlean thing should be spurned, or knowing it, he 
has not the courage td ssy so. Hven the daily 
Item, which points to the struggle of the Cuban 
patriots to free their island home from the oppred- 
sion of the Spaniards and to the centuries-old battle 
for the independence of Ireland, and thus calls st- 
tention to the wrongs inflicted on the two countries 
for the purpose of emphasizing the unmerited suf- 
ferings of the people of New Orleans, under the 
Sunday law, at once stultifies itself by declaring 
that its position is very plain, that it holds that, 
while the law should never hav been passed, it 
should be respected. The depth of its fetichistic 
superstition may be better understood after reading 
its opinion of the law it feels bound to worship, as 
law: 

** This law was conceived in fraud and born in iniquity. 
It is the dirtiest kind of a public bargain on record; an 
offense to the nostrils of this community which they 
should hay been spared, but which certain individuals 
now insist on forcing upon them. So unpopular is the 
Sunday law that were it put to a vote to-day it would be 
snowed under, yet there are those in the community who 
point to it as one of the best laws upon the statute book." 


A measure of respect is due to those who really 
believe that this bargain-born and liberty-denying 
statute is a good law, and as such should be en- 
forced; but for men like the editor of the Ztem, who 
know that the law is evil, and that it was conceived 
in fraud, yet who urge that it be enforced because it 
was tricked into a statute book, the mildest feel- 
ings one can hav are pity and contempt. The Jtem 
knows that one of the judges of its city courts who 
is activ in the crusade for the enforcement of this 
odious and unconstitutional law is an embezzler. 
Excuse the slip; we do not mean to say that it 
knows it, but that it says that he is an embezzler, 
and it severely blames the committee of arrange- 
ments who secured his participation in the recent 
great mass meeting called for the purpose of egging 
on the city officials in the work of Sabbatarian per- 
secution. This pious man’s love for law as law 
must be greater than his love for fair dealing with 
his fellows. In truth, such must be the fact in the 
cases of all who take the position occupied by the 
Item, although their personal conduct may not 
always make the contrast so piquantly conspicuous. 

On the evening of June 3d a mass meeting was 
held in Washington Artillery Hall, New Orleans, 
for the purpose of enforcing the law as law. Sev- 
eral thousand people were in attendance and the 
list of vice-presidents was long, including the edi-. 
tors or managers of six of the city papers. Letters. 
were read from and speeches delivered by business. 
men, colonels, doctors, and judges. A fair sample. 
of the sophistry indulged in may be found in the. 
remarks of Dr. H. Dickson Bruns and the city mag- 
istrate accused by the Jtem of the crime of embez- 
zlement. Dr. Bruns said that among the people 
whose love of liberty had been conspicuous were 
the Scottish Covenanters. His illustration was 
very unfortunate for his argument. The Covenant- 
ers indeed fought bravely for their own rights, but 
Dr. Bruns forgets that their courage was displayed 
in open defiance of laws made for their government 
by the sovereign power of their country. They 
held their conscience rights paramount to the au-. 
thority of the lawmakers. If they had submitted. 
as tamely as Dr. Bruns asks the people of New Or-. 
leans to do to invasiv and cruel laws they would: 
hav sunk into deserved oblivion. And the doctor: 
also forgets that in this country they hav made. 
themselvs the leaders in the movement to transform. 
the civil republic into a theological despotism. 
The Zimes-Democrat thus summarizes one of the. 
doctor’s arguments : 

** Ag far as he was concerned, he did not approve of the: 
Sunday law as written upon the statute books of Louis-- 
iana. He had no hesitancy in pronouncing his own dis-- 
approval of the law; but the people made that law, as well. 
as all the other laws of the state, and they were bound by: 


the duties of citizenship to liv up toand uphold these: 
laws.” 


This is fetich worship in its purity. When the 
citizen consents to the infliction of a wrong on 
another citizen he undermines social order and se- 
curity, for if one citizen may be safely invaded 
under the «gis of the law, any other and all may 
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be, and chaos comés again. As the state is com- 
posed of individual citizens, the denial of the rights 
of any of them is the denial of the rights of all of 
them and is a direct and fatal attack upon the state 
itself, as a mutual protectiv association. Unless 
it protects the rights of the minority (numerically 
or otherwise considered) it is a total failure, for it 
has no other legitimate reason for existence, as it is 
self-evident that the majority, that is, the stronger 
party, can take care of itself in any event. Accord- 
ing to the 7tem the people did not make the Sun- 
day law—it was the creation of chicane and cor- 
ruption—but even admitting, for argument’s sake, 
that they did, Dr. Bruns’ conclusion that they are 
all therefore bound to respect it by no means 
follows. Suppose that the Protestant majority 
should vote to drive all Oatholics out of the state, 
would Dr. Bruns advocate the enforcement of the 
law, on the ground that “the duties of citizenship ” 
required the acquiescence of all citizens, including 
the Oatholic minority, in the legalized outrage? Or 
if the Christians should combine to imprison or ban- 
ish all Freethinkers, or the Democrats decree the 
confiscation of the property of all Republicans, 
would Dr. Bruns and his fellow fetich- worshipers 
still contend that the law was to be enforced be- 
. eause it was law ? 

The magistrate before mentioned said that the 
most impertinent of men was he who would delib- 
erately violate any law, and he needed no resolu- 
tions to tell him his duty when Sabbath-breakers 
wete brought into his court. The magistrate of 
old Salisbury, in Massachusetts, niust be a monster 
in the eyes of the New Orleans judge. **Ímperti- 
nent" would be a weak word indeed to describe his 
offense when he tore up the commitment which or- 
dered him to hav the Quaker woman, brought to his 
town at the cart’s tail, whipped on the bare back by 
his constable. This old-time contemner of fetiches 
said that no warrant was good for whipping women 
in Salisbury town. We miay be prejudiced in favor 
of human liberty and dignity, bit, be that as it may, 
it is our candid opinion that one such magistrate as 
he of Salisbury does more to humanize and civilize 
the-world than a hundred million Judge Whitakers 
of New Orleans. 

The whole creed of the fetich worshiper is 
summed up in this brief statement: The legislature 
can, by a majority vote—sincerely given or bought, 
it matters not—-make that a crime which before was 
without moral color, or a virtue even, and it can like- 
wise make that moral and non-invasiv which before 
was without merit, or even & crime. 


The Fleckten School Case in Minnesota. 

Mr. Elias Steenerson, of Crookston, Polk county, 
Minnesota, informs us that he has carefully investi- 
gated the case of our friend and subscriber, Mr. S. 
J. Fleckten, of Kandiyohi, in that state, and is satis- 
fied that there is abundant reason for taking up 
the matter and carrying it to the highest courts 
that can be reached. Mr. Fleckten has been 
wronged, and the wrong done to him is a wrong 
done to every other Freethinker and other secular- 
ist in Minnesota. No less does it interest all friends 
of liberty in every part of this country, and we are 
convinced that they should all take hold and help 
establish his equal rights as an American citizen. 
An able attorney of Crookston writes to Mr. Steen- 
erson as follows: 

“I hav considered the grievances complained of by 
Mr. 8. J. Fleckten, a resident and tax-payer of School 
District No. 61, in the county of Kandiyohi and state of 
Minnesota, which briefly stated are as follows: Mr. 
Fleckten, who resides in School District No. 61, Kandi- 
yohi county, Minn., is assessed and pays taxes for the 
support and maintenance of the school in said district, 
and has his children in attendance upon the school 
therein. On the seventh day of December, 1894, ata 
special meeting of the voters of that district, the book 
commonly known as the ‘Bible’ was adopted and desig- 
nated as a text-book for that school, and the same was 
required to be and was thereafter read every morning by 
the teacher of the school to the pupils as an opening ex- 
ercise ; and it was also further decided by the majority 
vote of the meeting that Mr. Fleckten, who had thereto- 
fore requested the discontinuance of the reading of the 
Bible in the school, desist from his opposition to the 
reading of the same therein. 

“I shall now proceed to answer your question as to 
whether or not the action taken by the members of the 


district in adopting the Bible as a text-book and requir- 
ing it to be read can be sustained. If it cannot, then Mr. 
Fleckten has & remedy to prevent the board of trustees 
from requiring its continuance. i 

** First of all, then, we must look to the constitution of 
our state in order intelligently to determin what is and 
what is not permitted in this behalf. Section 16, article 
L, provides: ‘ Nor shall any man be compelled to attend, 
erect, or support any place of worship’; and subdivision 
2 of section 3 of article VITI., ‘But in no case shall the. 
moneys derived as aforesaid, or any portion thereof, or 
any public moneys or property, be appropriated or used 
for the support of any school wherein the distinctiv doc- 
trins, creed, or tenets of any particular Christian or other 
religious sect are promulgated or taught.’ 

** The simple question now arises, Is the reading of the 
Bible in the schools, without exposition or comment, 
sectarian instruction within the meaning of the constitu- 
tional inhibitions just quoted? If itis, then the tax- 
payer is compelled to ‘erect and support a place of wor- 
ship’ and the public moneys and the property of the state 
are wrongfully diverted for the support and maintenance 
of a ‘school wherein the distinctiv doctrins, creeds, or 
tenets of a pa¥ticular religion are taught." 

** This precise point c&me before the supreme court of 
the state of Wisconsin a few years ago, and that court 
decided, under constitutional provisions varying in no 
material respect from our own, that the book known as 
the Bible was one of which the courts took judicial no- 
tice, and that the courts took judicial notice of the fact 


. that the peculiar doctrins of the various sects, with very 


few exceptions, are founded upon the contents of the 
Bible, afid that it was a matter of common history, of 
which the courts always took notice, that the mere read- 
ing of the Bible without exposition or comment had con- 
verted thousands of persons from one creed or sect to 
another. The reading of the Bible, therefore, consti- 
tuted sectarian instruction and at once turned the school 
house, for the- time being, into a place of worship and 
compelled the tax-payer, contrary to the protection 
placed arotind him by the constitution of his state, to 
erect and support a religious institution. The first 
clause of our constitution just quoted is to the effect that 
no man shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support 
any place of worship. Under this clause T quote from 
the opinion of the court of a sister state in a recent case 
before it: 


s (Ís the stated reading of the Bible in the public 
schools as a text-book ** worship" within the meaning of 
this clause? As indicated in the clause already consid- 
ered, the word ‘‘ worship," as here used. includes any 
and every mode of worshiping Almighty God. Webster 
has defined it as ‘the act of paying divine honors to the 
Supreme Being; religious reverence and homage; adora- 
tion paid to God or a beitig viewed as God. * * * The 
worship of God is an eminent part of religion, and prayer 
is a chief part of religious worship.” Certainly the read- 
ing of the holy scriptures as the eternal word of God, in 
obedience to the often-repeated injunetions therein con- 
tained, whether by the individual in private, or in the 
family, or in the public assembly, is an essential part of 
divine worship. Every sermon is based upon some text 
of scripture. Most prayers are preceded by the reading 
of some passage of scripture as an intelligent guide to the 
thoughts of the worshipers, The Sermon on the Mount 
contains the prayer taught by the Lord. Is it possible 
for any genuin believer in the Ohristian religion to read 
or listen to the reading of that Sermon, and especially 
that prayer, without being filled with a sense of holy 
honor, reverence, adoration, and homage to Almighty 
God, which is the very essence of worship? We must 
hold that the stated reading of the Bible in the public 
schools as a text-book may be worship within the mean- 
ing of the clause of the constitution under consideration 
herein. If, then, such reading of the Bible is worship, 
can there be any doubt that the school room in which it 
is so statedly read isa ‘‘ place of worship” within the 
meaning of the same clause of the constitution? °° * * 
Manifestly, the words ‘‘ place of worsbip,” very advisedly 
used, are applicable to any '* place” or structure where 
worship is statedly held, and which the eitizen is ‘‘ com- 
pelled to attend" or the tax-payers are compelled ** to 
erect or support." The fact that only a small fraction of 
the school hours is devoted to such worship in no way 
justifies such use as against an objecting tax-payer. If 
the right be sonseded, then the length of time devoted 
becomes a matter of discretion. If such right does not 
exist, then any length of time, however short, is forbid- 
den. The relators, as tax-payers of the district, were 
compelled to aid in the erection of the school building in 
question, and also to aid in the support of the school 
maintained therein. Being thus compelled to aid in such 
erection and support, they hav legal right to object to its 
being used as a ** place of worship.” ' 


**Tt is no defense that the children of any particular 
objecting tax-payer are not compelled to ‘‘attend” dur- 
ing the reading of the Bible as maintained by the board 
in this district. This point has been squarely passed 
upon by the courts of highest authority, which said: 

** ©The practice of reading the Bible in such schools 


ean receive no sanction from the fact that pupils are not 
compelled to remain in the schools while it is read ; for 


the withdrawal of a portion of them at such times would. 


tend to destroy the equality and uniformity of treatment 
of the pupils sought to be established and protected by 
the constitution.’ 

**The foregoing considerations fully dispose of the 
matter, in favor of Mr. Fleckten, and he has a right to 
hav the practice adopted by the board of education in 
his district enjoined from further continuance. The 
principles herein stated are supported by the weight of au- 
thority, and the courts of some states, even in the absence 
of constitutional provisions like our own, hav declared 


the reading of the Bible improper, in the public sehools, 
for the reason that it violated the natural rights of the 
individual, and was therefore contrary to the plainest 
principles of public policy.” 

We learn from Mr. Steenerson that it will cost in 
the neighborhood of $250 to prosecute this suit to 
& conclusion. Now, the practical question is, Will 
the Freethinkers of the country subscribe this com- 
parativly small sum to help vindicate one of the 
most vital of the Nine Demands of Liberalism, the 
complete separation of public education and. relig- 
ion? So far $27 has been sent in for this fights 
the remaining $225 or so should be paid in or 
pledged in a very few days, and it will require but 
a little from each if all will take right hold. What 
do you say, friends? Is the banishment of the 
Bible and other religious text-books from the schools 
worth working for and paying for by those who 
know what evils and suffering hav always attended 
the control of education by the priests? We be- 
lieve that you will make a generous response to this 
appeal. 


Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” 

Tur E»rroR or Taz Trute Szrkza— Dear Sir: 
As yet I am not old—being only in my seventy- 
ninth year. At eighty a man may be said to be 
“getting onin years.” At ninety he may be said to 
be “aged.” At one hundred he may be deseribed 
as “old.” If the term old is to be used at all, it 
may come in here. Though I am hardly a veteran, 
I hav long taken, and do not cease to take, inter- 
est in all that pertains to Freethought, and before 
this I should hav written to you upon Mr. Putnam's 
* History," had not the all-annoying, all-delaying 
influenza interposed between me and that pleasure. 
The loss of near friends thereby has brought me 
care and engrossed my time. Mr. Putnam’s “Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought" is in my opinion 
worthy of the distinction you hav accorded to it.in 
your columns. The portraits are no mean additions 
to the allurements of the text, giving in some in- 
stances new and better ideas of the delineated 
than fame has transmitted. That of Shelley repre- 
sents not only his beauty of face but strength of 
frame which he must hav possessed. Mr. Putnam's 
biographies must hav cost time and care, industry 
and research, which entitle him to no mean credit, 
apart from the clearness and felicity of the infor- 
mation he communicates. Mr. J. M. Wheeler in 
England has placed us under obligation to him, for 
his briefer contributions in the same direction. 
But Mr. Putnam’s work is more imposing, besides 
being adorned by the lineaments of so many whom 
he describes. The orbit in which I move grows 
contracted by years, and Mr. Putnam, during his 
visit to England, may not cross it. Lest this should 
be so, I send to you the acknowledgments I should 
make to him personally. If, as Dean Swift held, 
that he deserves well of mankind who makes two 
blades of corn grow where only one grew before, 
he deserves better of the. world of independent 
thought who shows four centuries teeming with 
vindicators of intellectual liberty where far fewer 
were supposed to exist. Yours faithfully, 

GzoBez Jacos HOLYOAKE. 

Eastern Lodge, Brighton, May, 1895. 


I et 

Moses Harman is at present in the state peniten- 
tiary at Lansing, Kansas, where he is very well 
treated, the prison authorities recognizing that he 
is not of the ordinary kind of criminals, not the 
enemy of his fellows. But on July 1st he will be 
transferred to the United States military prison at 
Fort Leavenworth, and it is doubtful if he is given 
the consideration there that has been accorded him 
in the state civil institution. However, his friends 
hope for the best. His attorney thinks that there 
are several legal points upon which his early release 
may be secured, and will leave no stone unturned 
to achieve that much-to-be-desired result. All our 
friends who are interested in his special work, and 
also all those others who are jealous of encroach- 
ments on the liberty of the press—as what Free- 
thinker is not !—are invited to render such finan- 
cial assistance as they can in this crisis. Address 
either his daughter, Mrs. Lillian Harman, or the 
business manager of Lucifer, Abner J. Pope, at 
116 East Fourth street, Topeka, Kan. 
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News and Notes. 


Covent Garden theater and the Italian opera 
make one of the supreme attractions of London at 
this season. Through the kindness of friends I 
was enabled to behold this splend or of fashion with- 
out its costing a fortune. The music is superb, and 
the orchestra is one of the finest and largest in the 
world. The stage adornments, the magnificence of 
scenery, and the brilliancy of the acting and sing- 
ing, make a world of fascination for the lover of art. 
But besides the imaginary glory there is also out- 
spread a real glory of wealth and enchantment in 
the vast auditorium itself. Here are the elite of 
London dressed in rich and royal robes. I was not 
among them, but over them in one of the demo- 
cratic stalls, and from this hight a gorgeous picture 
in living colors flashed and moved before me. 
Lords and ladies with silks and jewels of uncounted 
value composed the sparkling scene. It was like 
an immense animated garden, and one could but 
watch with intense curiosity its vibrating rainbow 
tints, and, at times, it seemed more unreal to my 
fancy then the romance of the opera itself. 

The next wonderful panorama to unfold before 
my vision was the Kew Gardens, which I visited on 
Thursday with Foote and Watts. Even the opera 
must pale its artificial splendors before these multi- 
tudinous flowers—flowers of all hue, flowers of 
every climate. All that the soil can produce is 
gathered here for the scientific gaze, and for poetic 
ardor and love’s sweet spell. The Kew Gardens 
are a great place for London courtships. If a fel- 
low will not propose here, on a fine day, with the 
beauty of nature about him, luminous as the imag- 
ined paradise, he certainly will never do it, and 
many & vow has been uttered amidst these glori- 
ous pomps. The Kew Gardens, although originated 
for purely scientific purposes, are open to the pub- 
lie, and the throngs on Sundays and holidays are 
innumerable. It is a gay and festiv place, while to 
the eye of science it is a world of wonders. One is 
transported, as if by magic, into all the regions of 
the earth while he lingers in these botanic chambers, 
where the warmth of the tropics mingles with the 
breezy north. As you emerge from the glassy pal- 
aces the trees and grass glitter on every side in 
arcades of jeweled floor and roof far as the vision 
cal sweep. 

After the Kew Gardens, and a good square meal 
at Richmond, comes a magnificent a drive to 
Hampton Court, six miles away, across the Thames, 
which here is a comparativly narrow stream, with 
green and wooded banks, and embowered mansions 
of the old English style. We pass through Twick- 
enham with memories of the poet Pope in the 
mind, who here polished his brilliant lines for im- 
mortality. Twickenham is a curious town with a 
narrow and winding thoroughfare, and houses on 
either side as ancient as the hills, and great stone 
walls. I don’t like these stone walls, for they shut 
out many a lovely view, and giv England the ap- 
pearance of feudal exclusivness, which is not by any 
means the spirit of the times. I cannot report all 
the beauties of this charming journey, but the 
crowning beauty of all is Bushy Park. A wide road, 
smooth as a billiard table, extends straight ahead 
for a couple of miles. On either side are four ranks 
of mighty trees that stand like venerable warriors. 
Beneath these spreading canopies glows a green 
sward. Beyond the branching arcades on the sun- 
lit-fields are deer and sheep indolently feeding. As 
we glance forward the vast columns of trees seem 
to meet and mingle in the mellow horizon, and 
backward the same prospect presents itself, masses of 
green sinking into silvery and golden distance in 
the glory of the occidental sun. 

How shall I describe Hampton Court? A “new 
morn risen on mid-noon,” we might say, in Milton’s 
words. Here a thousand thrilling recollections 
mingle with the pomp of nature and of art. 
Through the wide galleries and storied chambers 
we wander; heroes and kings and the illustrious 
beauties of the olden time shine upon our vision, 
while from the vast windows of the palace we be- 
hold the glittering gardens, the fountains, the sil- 
very sheen of waters, and the majesty of ancient 
oaks. I can only suggest the massiv and brilliant 
glories of the renowned scenes, the great, solemn 
building, the shadowy arches, the laden walls, the 
relics Of royalty and war, and the bright and varie- 
gated world without. Here the mighty Cromwell 
reigned in the grandeur of his solitary genius, a 
sublime energy in the midst of battling factions. I 
must confess I never understood Cromwell as I did 
this hour in the shadow and splendor of Hampton 
Court, when the glowing words of my comrades 
revealed the hero in his true colors. They studied 
him and comprehended him from a Freethought 
view, without prejudice, in the clearness of univer- 
sal principles; and certainly the gigantic Puritan 
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was an admirable and wonderful character—a man 
of action, like Cæsar and Napoleon, and equal to 
either of them in the creativenergy of his genius. 
He was not, after all, a fanatical religionist, but a 
comprehensiv and tolerant man, the best his time 
could produce; misunderstood in his own era, and 
only now being appreciated, not only as the great- 
est warrior England ever produced, but as its wisest 
statesman and boldest administrator. 

It is the sunset hour; the chimes are ringing 
forth, and we wander alongside the Thames, where 
the boats glide up and down with merry passen- 
gers. As the great night glooms onward, with its 
million stars in London's bosom, we return home- 
ward with an added luster in the illuminated cham- 
bers of memory. 

On Friday morning, with Joseph Mazzini 
Wheeler, who has read more books than any other 
man in the Freethought ranks, I visit the British 


‘Museum. Mr. Wheeler is named after the illustri- 


ous Italian patriot, who was the friend and comrade 
of his father. Mr. Wheeler is known on both sides 
of the Atlantic for his learning and his devotion to 
our cause. I thoroughly enjoyed my day’s trip 
with him, and the objects I viewed were enlightened 
by his extensiv knowledge. The British Museum is 
a wonderful place. Here is a revelation of vast 
spaces of human history. Here are relics and 
mementos from almost every nation. We plunge 
into the depths of time. There is a vast procession 
of the ages as we wander through these majestic 
halis. Here are human implements dating back 
4,200 years 8 0. It seems that the British Museum 
knocks out Adam by 196 years. There are mum- 
mies and sarcophaguses and monuments dating 
8,700 years Bc. and man must hav been quite 
civilized to hav produced these evidences of artistic 
talent and skil in the use of instruments. 'The 
library of the museum contains at present 2,000,000 
volumes. A copy of every book published in the 
empire is sent to the museum and preserved. 'The 
reading.room is a vast circular, domed hall, in 
which, I think, & thousand students could be gath- 
ered at once. There are desks and conveniences for 
study. Any onecan call for and examin any book he 
desires. The libraries are beginning to overflow the 
whole building, and willin time undoubtedly occupy 
the total structure, and the other vast collections 
will be removed to other places, as some already 
are placed in the South Kensington Museum of 
Natural History, which we also visited. In this is 
a noble statue of Darwin. 

In the display of animal life is vividly demon- 
strated the process of evolution, much to the scan- 
dal of the orthodox party, who protested against 
such an exhibition of nature’s history, but it is too 
late in the day. There is a beautiful collection of 
birds and insects, and the truth of natural selec- 
tion is plainly perceived as we follow the changing 
species. There are the bones of the ancient whale 
which, I think, must hav swallowed Jonah, since 
there is plenty of room to hold Jonah if he ever 
got in. He could walk around and take a nap quite 
comfortably in that capacious belly. There are also 
remains of huge mastodons, and of almost all the 
animals that hav ever walked the earth. It is sim- 
ply impossible to enumerate the multitude of curi- 
osities. I must leave it to the imagination of the 
reader. 

We also traversed the law courts of Lincoln's 
Inn, and witnessed the solemnities of justice. 
These courts are small and gloomy, but they hold 
an immense amount of wigs and dignity. Every- 
thing moved in a slow and ponderous fashion. The 
* ]aw's delay " was pretty well exemplified. 

We also took in Hyde Park—the people's park— 
a, beautiful, ample space. Outdoor meetingsof some 
sort are held here almost every day. If anybody is 
discontented he can come to Hyde Park and blow 
himself off. He is sure to find some listeners. One 
does not hav to keep off the grass here. No mat- 
ter how dilapidated one is, he can lie down on the 
greenery and bask all day in the sun, and he can 
sleep all night if he wants to. There is no police- 
man to tell him to move on. Thisis a vast lodging- 
house for houseless men and women in summer, 
and a motley scene can be witnessed in the small 
hours of the night. We passed by the noted “Re- 
former’s tree” under whose spreading branches 
many a mighty shout has been raised for liberty 
and justice. Here Bradlaugh has poured forth his 
torrents of eloquence. Fashion mingles with de- 
mocracy at Hyde Park. This is typical English 
ground. The Anglo-Saxon race has surged here, 
rough and ready, polished and elegant, in vast vari- 
ety. Our wandering steps encircle the Prince Al- 
bert Memorial that, in gilded magnificence, 
attracts the view at one of the entrances. It pre- 
sents an imposing appearance. Prince Albert is 
displayed in golden panoply as the Patron of Art, 
and about him are placed the statues of the most 
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illustrious geniuses of the human race. At the 
four corners are huge emblematical figures of Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, and America. 

I can’t write any more of London. I must hurry 
on to Liverpool, where I lecture Sunday, May 26th, 
and at no place havI found a more cordial and 
generous reception. Iam met at the station by a 
deputation of the Secular Society, Mr. R. Towers, 
J. Roberts, J. C. Balfour, Messrs. Woollett and 
Small, and I hav a pleasant social evening Satur- 
day at the home of Mr. E. Newman, president of 
the society. Sunday morning I am greeted by a 
fine audience, Mr. J. T. Ross in the chair. In the 
afternoon Mr. J. Roberts presides, and in the even- 
ing Mr. E. Newman. The numbers increase, and 
I hav a crowded house at night, and I never en- 
joyed more enthusiastic applause. Mr. George 
Wise, a somewhat notorious evangelist, was present 
to debate. We gave him twenty minutes for reply 
to my lecture, “ Christ and the Nineteenth Cent- 
ury,” but as he did not make a single point, it is no 
use to waste space on his assertions. There was a 
ripple of debate at each lecture, but nothing of any 
importance was elicited from the Christian side. 
So far as the lectures were concerned, there was al- 
most universal approval. The platform, however, 
is always free and open to discussion. But the 
trouble is that the Christian disputant never meets 
the issue fairly. He dodges and uses words instead 
of ideas, and his pettifogging is not worthy of re- 
port. 

I meet many friends at Liverpool who hav known 
me through the columns of Taz Trura Sruxzr— 
Mr. Doeg, secretary; Mr. Charles Stocker, book- 
seller, etc. It was & pleasure to meet these sturdy 
supporters. It was the Queen’s birthday, and there 
were processions and celebrations and outdoor 
meetings, but notwithstanding these attractions a 
splendid assembly filled our hall, and Liverpool has 
shown her magnanimous appreciation of America. 

I like Liverpool. Itis a brilliant, go-ahead city 
of over half a million inhabitants. It is the next to 
London in size, and is like to London in its cosmo- 
politan aspects. The representativs of all nations 
are in Liverpool. It is a natural gathering-place 
for every race, it being a kind of universal seaport. 
The Mersey is a noble river, much like our own 
Hudson. It is broader and deeper than the Thames, 
and has seven miles of docks. Here come and go 
innumerable craft, and the largest oa in the 
world. There are many fine buildings in Liverpool, 
galleries, parks, etc. The residential portion of the 
city is very handsome, and from the river back into 
the wooded and hilly country extends many a de- 
lightful prospect. The city is not built upon a 
level spot, but upon acclivities sweeping upward 
from the docks, so that as you traverse the streets 
on top of the huge omnibuses many a splendid 
view of the town attracts the gaze. 

The friends in Liverpool treat me royally. On 
Monday Ihava red-letter day indeed, a day crowded 
with the noblest pictures of English scenery and 
its ancient magnificence. Through the kindness of 
Mr. Towers I am driven by him over to the olden 
and beautiful city of Chester, seventeen miles dis- 
tant. Weare accompanied by Mr. W. O. Balfour 
and Mr. Lawrence Small, who is one of the most 
activ workers for Freethought in England, at 
home amid the treasures of modern science. I had 
good company, 8 delightful day, a road smooth as 
marble, a fine horse, and England’s most superb 
springtime attire. We cross in the ferry-boat to 
Birkenhead. They don’t hav ferry-boats here like 
our big ones. The passengers go over in one boat 
and the teams in another, and the boats are small 
in comparison with our palatial ones. Birkenhead 
is & place of 100,000 inhabitants, and has a some- 
what ‘monotonous appearance, with its rows of 
houses, and scarcely a green thing to be seen; but 
soon we are out in the country, flying by the long, 
green hedges, the extensiv fields, the rows of horse- 
chestnut trees, the white and red bloom of the haw- 
thorns, the rugged oaks and at times the mountain 
ash, or rowan, with its brilliant blossom. We pass 
by Port Sunlight, where they manufacture the Sun- 
light soap. This is an immense industry. A beau- 
tiful village has been built around the huge facto- 
ries, a kind of model village, where the workingman 
can buy his own home by small installments and 
enjoy the conveniences of modern life. Mr. 
Lever, the originator of this vast enterprise, was a 
Freethinker, I understand, and a contributor to the 
support of Mr. Bradlaugh. He is a reformer after 
the Owens style. He believes in helping humanity 
by industrial methods. After passing Port Sun- 
light we roll through Eastham, Sutton, and other 
quiet and antique villages, over which the breath of 
change has never swept. At Chester we pass under 
the ancient wall built, I believe, by the Romans. 
The word Chester is from the Latin word casíra, 
and indicates an ancient camping-ground. The 
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present city of Chester has grown beyond the orig- 
inal ramparts, but these still remain as landmarks 
of centuries ago. 

Old-fashioned streets and houses, overhanging 
walls, covered walks alongside the stores, etc., meet 
the view in this stately cathedral city of about 50,- 
000 people. The cathedral is the first object of in- 
terest. It was built in the thirteenth century. It 
is falling to pieces in places, and is now being reno- 
vated. It is a veautiful building, solemn and sweet 
in its voices and pictures of the past, as we wander. 
through its freighted gloom, gaze upon its panels 
and carvings, its rich adornments, and the emerald 
carpet and shining trees that greet the blue heaven 
in the central space of its encircling walls. An 
ancient verger waits upon us and reveals the hid- 
den beauties. He tells us he has been here for 
over fifty years. No doubt he loves the cathedral. 
Its carvings are among the most marvelous and skill- 
ful in the world, wrought in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries. There was a sly twinkle of 
humor in the old man’s eyes as he pointed out the 
quaint and curious figures. I must confess I was 
astonished. I supposed that in a cathedral so im- 
posing, with its dim, religious light, there could be 
nothing in its carvings but scriptural and theolog- 
ical subjects. Ah me! those old monks had a vein 
of comedy, and in the very heart of the church the 
artist had pictured the humors of human life. 
There were carvings of clowns dancing, of lovers, of 
Red Riding Hood—a legend, it seems, of the tenth 
century—of quarreling married couple, with el- 
bow against elbow, asif each sought for more room 
and neither would yield. There was, furthermore, 
the final tragedy, when they went at each other 
with knife and hatchet. There was also, as the 
verger smilingly hinted, a prophecy of Chicago, a 
picture of two great fat hogs and a litter of pigs, 
with the parson coming after his tithes. Well, it 
was funny to see these humorous displays in the 
holy sanctuary. Those old monks could not hav 
been such a bad lot when they were capable of en- 
joying these secular pictures in the very midst of 
their religious solemnities. The gargoyles on the 
outside of the cathedral are equally comic and 
grotesque. One represents Gladstone, with feather 
pen in mouth, toppling over the Roman dynasty, 
and another Disraeli in a similar position. I must 
confess I do not understand the significance of the- 
ological arb. 

One of the most novel things I witnessed in 
Chester was a picture of the Virgin Mary being im- 
pregnated by the Holy Ghost. I do not dare to 
describe it. I could hardly believe my eyes when I 
looked at it; but there it was, on one of the main 
streets of Chester, on a building that must hav been 
erected in the thirteenth century or before. What 
fools we mortals be! I said to myself, as I looked at 
that hideous caricature. i 

Ohester is on the river Dee. We watched the 
salmon-fishing, which is quite an industry here. As 
I noted the fishermen hauling in the net, the music 
of the poet's song murmured in my brain, “ Across 
the sands o' Dee." Near the river bank are the 
ruins of the oldest church in Chester, of the twelfth 
century, I believe. 

At the landing-place my friends charter a steam- 

‘ship, the Volunteer, to take our company up the 
river to the estate of the Dake of Westminster. 
Why should we not travel in pride and glory like 
any grandee of the land? It was a beautiful voy- 
age. We left behind the gracious, venerable city, 
glittering on the high banks of the river. The 
prospect before us was infinitly sweet, the placid 
river, clear and smooth, the green banks, and the 
softly gliding vessel. Every moment there was a 
change 
Into something rich and strange. 


It is indescribable, the perfect loveliness, the soli- 
tude, the motion, the city fading from view, and 
only the winding liquid pathway with emerald 
splendors on every side, and ever-varying shades of 
color. 

We reach the beautiful estate of Westminster. 
Here are the stables which produce the most famous 
horses in the world. Here is the magnificent park, 
with great trees, and the deer and sheep grazing on 
the ample green. The residence of the duke seems 
like a village as we approach. There are the out- 
buildings and lodges, the chapel and tower, the 
main structure itself, andthe golden gates, and the 
obelisk. We pass through the magnificent suite of 
rooms where royalty is entertained, where glorious 
pictures grace the walle, and statues gleam, and 
precious stones shine; where there is everything 
that wealth can buy. The duke has an income of a 
million pounds a year. He owns enormous quantities 
of land, houses in London, etc. ‘I believe he is the 
richest duke of the realm. When he is away from 
his gorgeous palace visitors are permitted to enter, 


and the proceeds are devoted to charitable pur- 
poses. The duke himself will show visitors about 
if he happens to be present ; and the visitors do not 
always know who is their guide, and some amusing 
blunders occur. But the duke takes it all in good 
part. I guess he likes to study human nature that 
way. I should think he would want some such re- 
lief from the awful dignity of his position, which 
must occasionally be tiresome. It is like keeping 
a big hotel. He has accommodation for one hun- 
dred guests. He can’t spend all his money what- 
ever he does. I don’t believe he enjxys himself one 
bit better than we Secularists did on this glorious 
day. The great house was just as beautiful to us 
as to him, with all its gay and splendid surround- 
ings. The voyage in the golden evening from the 
palace to the city was like an enchantment, as if we 
were in the realms of poetry itself. The new moon 
shone out from the rolling clouds as we bowled 
along to Birkenhead, from whence we could see the 
far glittering lights of Liverpool glancing up and 
down the river away to the distant sea itself, And 
thus passed a day filled to the brim with bright ex- 
periences. Samust P. Purnam. 
Liverpool, May 28, 295 


Engstrom Replies. to Putnam. 
Abridged rrom the London Freethinker. 

In the first place, Mr. Putnam went out of his 
way to nail his colors to the mast, by defining what 
he understood by Christianity. He distinctly re- 
stricted it to—-made it coterminous with—belief in 
these doctrins: (a) the total depravity of all man- 
kind; (0) the vicarious sacrifice of Christ; (c) eter- 
nal damnation. And he added that faith was, for 
Christians, everything, and conduct and character 
nothing. And, further, he insisted that his defini- 
tion was true of historical Christianity. 

Under these circumstances, I need not go into 
the question whether the above stated definition 
agrees with the New Testament or not, though my 
criticism would certainly not lose force by such an 
appeal. A reference to history, past and present, 
will suffice. 

It is surely not unreasonable to appeal for the 
general Christian view. of doctrin to what is par ex- 
cellence, the Christian summary of belief—the 
Apostles’ Creed. Compare that creed with Mr. 
Putnam’s definition; and, though I am in no way 
desirous to minimize any common ground, I call 
upon the president of the American Secular Union 
to show any justification for substituting his state- 
ment for the athorized version. As to how far the 
doctrins as defined by him are in accordance with 
or in antagonism to those held by myself, I will 
state very briefly later on. 

For I will now pass from the Christian creed of 
the ages to consider it in our own times. From 
the very nature of the case, unless he be a Don 
Quixote charging against windmills, the creed 
which Mr. Putnam devotes himself to opposing 
must be that which Christians actually hold now. 
He has surely not crossed the Atlantic to attack 
that which no longer exists! What, then, is the 
Christian creed as taught in all our churches and 
chapels? 

It has occurred to me that Mr. Putnam may 
assert that in America the Christian creed is as he 
has defined it. I do not care at the moment to say 
what is or is not the prevailing doctrin in his great 
country. I know that those of my own Episcopal 
communion there are at one with us here. I know 
what was the general teaching of the two most ad- 
mired preachers in U. S. A. during the last quarter 
of a century—Mr. H. W. Beecher and Dr. Phillips 
Brooks. I know what is held by a great many 
leading American theologians, for I hav read their 
books. And all this, which I know, is wholly 
against any very marked divergence of doctrin, such 
as could alone justify Mr. Putnam’s statements. 

Now I return to my own views. As to the “total 
depravity of all mankind,” I entirely object to the 
phrase; but I entirely believe that the Fall is uni- 
versal. As far as anything can be known by obser- 
vation of all cases verifiable, every human being I 
hav known has been sinful. As to the “ vicarious 
sacrifice of Ohrist,” I entirely believe in it, and be- 
lieve it to be so much in accordance with the uni- 
verse, a8 it is known to us, that, did Christianity 
not teach it, it might appear opposed to fundamen- 
tal natural laws. As to “eternal damnation,” I 
accept what the New Testament says, but take the 
words therein written in their natural sense, by 
which I mean their connotation in the minds of the 
original speakers, hearers, writers, and readers. 
[Mr. Engtrom here occupies considerable space 
with references to Archdeacon Farrar, Dr. Pusey, 
and himself as authorities for the belief that, as G. 
W. Foote puts it, “ ‘eternal punishment’ is not so 
long as we are apt to imagin" His conclusion is 


no more than the hope that God will make eternity 
as short as he consistently can.] — 

But to return to my main present thesis—viz., 
the immense difference between Mr. Putnam’s defi- 
nition of the creed and the creed itself, both past 
and present. How did that difference come about ? 
Well, the only person who can fully explain it is 
that gentleman himself. Still, one may conjecture 
that, for his own purposes, he has chosen to name 
ag the true Christian creed that which undoubtedly 
was for a long time very dominant in America, 
though never in England or on the continent of 
Europe. He has, I presume, Calvinism in view; 
but even in America Calvinism has, I believe, ceased 
to be dominant. The present danger in America— 
I speak from the Christian point of view—is not 
that too much Calvinism is preached, but that its 
many noble elements are likely to be overlooked 
and forgotten—e g. its splendid testimony to the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and to Christ being the 
only savior from sin. 

But I hav not yet done with Mr. Putnam’s defi- 
nition of the Christian faith. I hav dealt with it 
as regards the church's creed, but I hav hardly 
touched at all so far on his statement—which it 
is difficult to quote without indignation — that 
* faith was, for Christians, everything, and conduct 
and character nothing.” 

I hav already pointed out that faith in the Bible 
covers conduct and character; but it is better, ba- 
cause simpler, to ask whether any considerable 
section of the Christian church has ever held a view 
so dishonoring to God and so lowering for man. 
Did Calvinists, when they were dominant in the 
U. S. A., speak lightly of holiness? Were they in- 
different to conduct and character? Was it not 
the very nobility of their lives which almost com- 
mended what was narrow and untrue in their 
setting forth of the creed? Is Mr. Putnam so 
ignorant of the history of his own people as not to 
recognize that to their indomitable resolution and 
martyr spirit, and zeal for righteousness and 
abhorrence of falsehood, the American republic, 
to a great extent, owes its very existence? Again, 
he has probably heard of Mr. Moody, & renowned 
American evangelist, who has more than once vis- 
ited our shores. Would it not be unjust to the 
last degree to say of Mr. Moody that he had not 
with burning enthu:iasm declared the absolute 
necessity of a converted life full of goodness in 
thought and word and deed? 

‘But, taking the widest view possible, whom has 
the Christian church ever honored the most? Why, 
the saints. And what does “saint” mean but an 
eminently good man—loving, humble, self-sacrific- 
ing, truthful, honest, just, temperate, pure ? 

C. Lioypy Enestrom, 
Secretary of the Christian Evidence Society. 


MR. PUTNAM'S REJOINDER. 

I desire to answer Mr. Engstom in the shortest 
possible space, and, therefore, I shall not take up 
all his matter in detail. 

He affirms that I am wrong on four general points 
as to definitions. First, my affirmation that the 
Christian religion is not essentially a moral system ; 
secondly, that its belief is total depravity; thirdly, 
vicarious atonement; fourthly, eternal hell fire. 

I propose to show that on all these points I am 
correct. 

In the first place, however, as to authority. I 
deny the right of Mr. Engstrom, or Henry Ward 
Beecher, or Phillips Brooks, or Dean Farrar, to giv 
an individual definition of Christianity. I define 
Christianity by the Bible and the authorized creeds 
of the Christian church. If Mr. Engstrom will not 
accept these, there can be no debate with him; for 
I do not concern myself with his individual defini- 
tion of Christianity, but with the universal, world- 
wide, historic definition. 

Mr. Engstrom tries to dodge the question by 
confining the definition of Christianity to the Apos- 
tles’ Creed. Asan Episcopalian, he cannot do this ; 
for the Thirty-nine Articles distinctly declare: * The 
three creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanasius’s Creed, 
and that which is commonly called the Apostles’ 
Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and be- 
lieved.” 

As a member of the Episcopal church, Mr. 
Engstrom cannot make the Apostles’ Creed the sole 
definition of Christianity. He must take the 
Nicene, the Athanasian, and the Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles. I take these creeds for my definition, to- 
gether with the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and Catechism. 

Now, on the point, Is morality essential to the 
Christian religion—that is, will the morality of a 
man save his soul? does it count for anything? 
the Thirty-nine Articles say: * We are accounted 
righteous before God only for the merit of our 
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our works or deservings.” 


The Confession of Faith says: “ Works done by 
unregenerate men, although for the matter of them 
they may be things which God commands, and of 
good use both to themselvs and others, yet because 
they proceed not from a heart purified by faith they 


are therefore sinful.” 
One may be absolutely perfect in moral conduct, 


and yet be eternally condemned simply because he 


does not believe. 


The Athanasian Creed says: ‘“ Whosoever will be 
saved, before all things it is necessary to hold the 
Catholic Faith. Which Faith, except one do keep 
whole and undefiled, without doubt he will perish 


everlastingly.” 


The Christian creeds thus teach that morality, 
simply as such, counts for nothing. Morality is in- 
sisted upon merely as an accompaniment of relig- 
The essence is faith, 
and not morality ; and it is faith only that saves a 


ion, but not as tis essence. 


man. 

As to total depravity, the Thirty-nine Articles 
say: “Original sin is the fault and corruption of 
every man; and, therefore, in every person born 
into this world it deserveth God’s wrath and dam- 
« Wherefore we hav no power to do good 
works without the grace of God by Christ prevent- 
ing us, that we may hav & good will, and working 


nation.” 


with us when we hav that good will.” 


‘The Confession of Faith says: “ Man, by his fall 


into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of 


will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation ; 
80 as a natural man being altogether averse from 
that good and dead in sin és not able by his own 
strength to convert himself to prepare himself 


thereunto.” 


As to salvation only through the merits of Christ 
—the doctrin of Atonement—the Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles I again quote: * Works done before the grace 
of Christ, and the inspiration of his Spirit, are not 
pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring not of 
faith in Jesus Christ, neither do they make men 
meet to receive grace, or (as the school-authors say) 
deserve grace of congruity: yea rather, for that 
they are not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not but they 


hav the nature of sin." 
And again in the eighteenth Article: “They 
also are to be held accursed that presume to say, 


That every man shall be saved by the law or sect | 


which he professeth, so that he be diligent to 
frame his life according to the law, and the light of 
Nature. For holy scripture doth set out unto us 
only the name of Jesus Christ, whereby men must 
be saved.” 

The Confession of: Faith says: “They who, hav- 
ing never heard the gospel, know not Jesus Christ, 
nor believe in him, cannot be saved, be they never so 
diligent to frame their lives according to the light 
of nature.” 

As to eternal hell, or punishment of unbelievers, 
says the Athanasian Creed: “And they that hav 
done good shall go into life everlasting, and they 

, that hav done evil into everlasting fire.” 

Says the Confession: “By the decree of God for 
the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels 
are predestined unto everlasting death.” 

There is no need of further reference. I could 
quote from all the creeds of the churches to the 
same effect. The question between Mr. Engstrom 
and myself is simply this: Will he accept the 
creeds of the churches or not? If he does not ac- 
cept them, then, of course, we hav no quarrel ; for 
I did not undertake to define Christianity according 
to Mr. Engstrom’s notion. I know not, and I care 
not, what his notion maybe. I take historic Chris- 
tianity ; I take the church’s own words. How can 
one define Christianity except by its own authori- 
tativ documents? 

Now let Mr. Engstrom say whether or not he ac- 
cepts the documents. Will he deny the Thirty-nine 
Articles? Will he go back on his own church and 
trample its creed in the dust? If so, then Mr. 
Engstrom is an Infidel; he is an unbeliever, and he 
will be damned. He is in the same boat with me, 
and where I go there will he be also; for Infidelity 
is not a set of opinions, but unbelief of authoritativ 
creeds. If Mr. Engstrom won't accept these creeds, 
if he throws them to the wind, if he says: I'll think 
for myself, Ill define Christianity to suit myself, 
Iltake what I please and reject what I please, 
then he commits the unpardonable sin of heresy ; 
and if it were not for Freethought he would be 
burned at the stake. Mr. Engstrom has the right 
to be a heretic, but he has no right to sail under 
false colors. He is not an orthodox Christian if he 
makes the Apostles’ Creed the sole definition of 
Christianity. If he is an Episcopalian, he must 
also accept, as & part of that definition, the Nicene 
and Athanasian Creeds, and also the Thirty-nine 


If a Presbyterian, he must accept the 
If a Method- 


Articles. 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms. 
ist, he must accept the Book of Disciplin. 
Churchman of any kind, he must accept the church’s 
documents. 


Christian unbeliever, and not a Christian orthodox, 
or Christian believer. 


If Mr. Engstrom does not accept the authority of 
the church’s declarations, then he must admit that 
I am right; that I hav not given a travesty of 
Christianity, but the church’s own definition. I 
know that Mr. Engstrom does not want this skele- 
ton of the Christian religion brought forth to the 
light of the nineteenth century. He is ashamed of 
He wants to cover it up with flowers of rhetoric 
and sentimental poetry and pious gush. He is 
Like the devil-fish, he 
makes the water so muddy that you can’t see the 
History is 
history, and it can’t be changed. The meaning of 
Christianity is written all along in blood and fire on 
It can’t be blotted out or cov- 
ered up. I ask Mr. Engstrom to take his stand 
If he does, 
he will get an awful wrench, and perhaps a broken 
neck. If you reject these old creeds, say so like a 
I hav 
defined Christianity by its public, universal, and 
That is the true critical and 
scientific method. You would make Christianity 
merely sentimentality ; I make it a body of doctrin 
as defined by the greatest intellects of the church, 


it. 
dodging the question. 


devil-fish that is init. But it won't do. 


the pages of time. 


fairly, and not ride two horses at once. 


man. Be honest; don’t shufileand wriggle. 


historic documents. 


who had the courage to say what they meant. 
SawvEL P. Pornam. 


Paine and the Junius Letters. 


It was lately mentioned here that some so-called 
fresh evidence that Sir Philip Francis did not write 
the “Junius Letters" had been unearthed Mr. 
W. H. Burr—who alone, I think, enjoys a belief 
founded on facts that Thomas Paine was the author 
of the Letters—writes that the present evidence is 
superfluous, as he proved a fatal alibi for Francis 
Mr. Burr adds that he still holds 
the fort for Paineand defies the armies of Gog and 


nine years ago. 


Magog. 


Until an author for the Junius Letters is found 
and stays found, the position of Mr. Burr is likely 
He will be harassed pe- 
riodically by other theorists, but they will not dis- 


to continue impregnable. 


lodge him. If one hundred and twenty-five years 
has been insufficient to decide the authorship of 
the Letters, the attempt may as well be abandoned 
and Mr. Burr left in possession of the field as long 
as he wants it. If there is anything in the doctrin 
that ownership may be secured by occupancy and 
use, his title is clear. 

I hav consulted the Athencum of April 13, 
1895, in which is reprinted the newly-found Junius 
Letter. The piece is about “tythes” and priest- 
craft, and reads as much like Paine, in parts, as it 
does like Junius. I would not suspect either of 
being its author. The letters of Junius, unlike the 
acknowledged works of Paine, do not improve on 
further acquaintance. They peter out. Their 
smartness is due to a trick, and as soon as you see 
through the trick you lose interest, or, if you keep 
on, they repel you. The literary power of Junius 
was his style, and he over-dressed. He presented 
his conceits in contrasting colors, striking but gar- 
ish, and painful if long dwelt upon. Sentences like 
the following are scattered through his letters: 

‘He was neither an object of derision to his enemies, 

nor of melancholy pity to his friends. . 
Strong assertions without proof, declamation with- 
out argument, and violent censures without dignity or 
moderation; but neither correctness in the composition, 
nor judgment in the design. 

sansat Giv us as humble an opinion of his lordship’s capac- 
ity, agit does of his temper and moderation. 

Here is a double-header : 

Who, complaining of an aet of legislature, are out- 
raged by an unwarrantable stretch of prerogativ; and, 
supporting their claims by argument, are insulted with 
declamation. 

Again : 

As your conduct was not justified by precedent, it will 
never be thought an example for imitation. 

. Which will only.pass without censure when it passes 
without observation. ` 

The man who, without firmness enough to avoid a 
diehonorable action, has feeling enough to be ashamed 
of it. 

A little of that sort of thing goes a long way. 
But the writers of the close of the last century and 
the opening of this had a mania for rounding out 
their periods in that manner. I understand that 
Dr. Johnson set the style of phrase and could not 


If a 


If he is a non-churchman, if he rejects 
the church’s authority, its definitions and declara- 
tions, let him say so; but the issue between us then 
ceases, for he is simply one kind of an Infidel and I 
am another kind. He is a Christian Infidel, a 


$n 


Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for 


write otherwise if he tried. Here is one from Gold- 
smith: 

ME One of those lights of his character which, while 
mer impeach his uuderstanding, do honor to his benevo- 

ence. 

And even Washington Irving: 

His religion has been called in question by Johnson 
and Boswell: he certainly had not the gloomy hypochon- 
driacal piety of the one, nor the bubbling mouth-piety of 
the other. 

Paine shows us that he also can juggle with as- 
cending and descending objects. See him send up 
the words “ declaring” and “confidence” and catch 
“betrayed” and “fears” on the drop: 

But such was the overstrained awkwardness with which 
they haranged and encouraged each other, that in the 
very act of declaring their confidence, they betrayed 
their fears. (Address to the Addressers. ) 

The sentences in the new Junius Letter lack the 
ornamental twist illustrated by the foregoing ex- 
tracts, but that proves nothing, for Paine displays 
a considerable amount of versatility. For example, 
he roasted George Washington like a rejuvenated 
Junius, but his piece entituled “Of Monarchy and 
Succession” smacks of the Covenanter; while his 
observations on slavery, in the Pennsylvania Mag- 
azine, might hav been written by Mrs. Elmina D. 
Slenker. 

In Paine’s letter to the Hon. Henry Laurens, 
Jan. 14, 1779, he said that while in England he had 
the acquaintance of George Lewis Scott, by whom 
he was introduced to Franklin, and through whom 
he learned so much about the king and his minis- 
try that he was enabled, in the first number of hig 
Crisis, to answer a speech from the throne before 
it was delivered, or at least before he had read it. 
That would seem to dispose of the objection that 
he did not know enough about the royal and minis- 
terial skulduggery then going on to write as did 
Junius. The letters in question were begun in 
1769, when Paine was thirty-two years old. At 
that age, like other new and ambitious writers, he 
would naturally pay some attention to phrasing ; 
and with Johnson and Goldsmith popularizing the 
peculiar style of the time, it would be stranger if 
he did not take the disease than if he did. It may 
be said that the Junius Letters had opportunity 
for correction by a probably competent proofreader, 
an advantage by which some of Paine’s writings evi- 
dently never profited. 

But stronger facts oppose Mr. Burr's theory. 
Junius was a monarchist and had the customary 
veneration for the English constitution, while Paine 
was a republican and held the constitution up to 
ridicule and scorn. In the preface to the Woodfall 
edition of the Letters, Junius says that he is no 
more learned or better read than any “English 
gentleman" should be, which carries the idea that 
he belonged to the quality; but in one of his Let- 
ters he describes himself as “a plain unlettered 
man.” Neither description fits Thomas Paine, who 
had no use for the gentry, and who, though plain 
enough, rather prided himself on his literary attain- 
ments. In one place he remarks that though he 
should change his first name to George and his last 
to Guelph he could never be such a dunce as the 
king, while the latter could not make a genius of 
himself by changing his title to Thomas Paine. 

I will append some selections from the new Ju- 
nius Letter, and those who can peruse them and 
think of Thomas Paine at the same time will be 
welcome to believe that he wrote them: 

For as in medicin, the knowledge of the cause and 
progress of every disease is necessary for the physician 
toward effecting a cure, so in religion and politics a judi- 
cious inquiry into the rise and progress of any grievance 
may lead the public, the physician extraordinary of a 
espa haha kingdom, to prescribe a radical and permanent 
remedy. 

I panied Iam ready to doubt whether the world would 
be less religious were there no clerical institutions in it, 
but every man were left to the free exercise of his own 
mdection alone, in matters purely between God and him- 
self. 

It may not be altogether an unprofitable inquiry how 
far the character of our national clergy will agree with 
the qualifications prescribed by St. Paul for those who 
should devote themselvs to the ministerial office......For 
to what regions of the habitable globe shall we go to find 
a set of men so detestable as our clergy for their pride, 
haughtiness, covetousness, intolerance, and conceit?...... 
who, instead of rendering any real service to mankind 
hav been 4 plague to human society from generation to 
generation. 

The phrase, “the natural Rights of Mankind,” 
occurs in this letter, which was printed in the Lon- 
don Post, Aug. 24, 1773. It will be noted that the 
Junius Letter period is identical with one in Paine's 
life not very closely covered by his biographies. So — 
that all the essential possibilities for Paine's au- 
thorship of these letters are present, and but two 
things are necessary to set the matter at rest, 
namely, (1) some direct evidence that Paine actually 
wrote them, and (2) an explanation how Junius, 
the author-coward, who used his gall for an ink- 
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bottle, could ever hav risen to be Thomas Paine, 
the Author-Hero, who dipped his pen in the central 
font of that vital fluid which warmed his good 
‘right hand. G. E. M. 


Liberalism : Its Principles and Its Obligations." 

If one of the principal facts upon which Chris- 
tianity is founded can be proven to be false, the 
entire system falls with it. And I desire to-night 
to call your attention to one that, to my mind, sci- 
ence and history hav proved beyond question to 
be absolutely false. I do not believe that it re- 
quires any evidence to establish the fact that the 
Bible account of creation and of the early history of 
the human race is the most important teaching 
upon which Christianity must stand. For it is 
claimed by all Christians that God, in his early 
dealings with the human race, distinctly pointed to 
the coming of a savior. Among the alleged indica- 
tions are the curse pronounced upon the serpent, 
the prophecies, and the ceremonies and rites of the 
Jews. 

All Christians teach this doctrin, the very foun- 
dation, in fact, of the Christian church. Now, then, 
if this description of creation and early history of 
the race is false, so is Christianity false. If man 
has evolved from lower forms of life, if must be 
false. I hav not the desire or inclination to go into 
the details of evolution, but will allude to only a 
few of the important facts of its teaching. 

The idea of the earth being but six thousand 
years old is no longer held by intelligent men. 
Geology has settled this question beyond dispute ; 
its record goes back for millions of years, and can 
be read from every rocky cliff. The existing rec- 
ords of the human race tell us of the life and habits 
of peoples who lived ten thousand years ago, 
while the relics of man’s bony frame are found among 
those of extinct mammalia that disappeared from 
the earth even longer ago than this. Since man 
has been able to record the events of his time, it is 
conclusivly proven that the general tenor has been 
that of progress from the lowest state of savagery, 
ignorance, and superstition to the present state of 
enlightenment and civilization. Accurate measure- 
ment of the skulls of extinct races of men prove 
that those of the modern man contain brains con- 
siderably larger than those of our prehistoric ances- 
tors. Ifthe brain of to-day is better developed 
than that of ten thousand years ago, the race is still 
in the process of evolution. And if the race for 
ten thousand years or one thousand years has been 
in the process of evolution, it is just as true that 
this same process of evolution has been in opera- 
tion for a million years. If changes in the very 
frame of man, so great that they can be meas- 
ured, hav taken place in the period of a few thou- 
sand years, what, may I ask, were the changes that 
must hav taken place in the course of the innumer- 
able ages that preceded those ? If, as is proven, 
there has been one iota of development in man’s 
physical structure, may we not ask our Christian 
friends, Why did not an all-wise God make him at 
first at least as perfect as he is to-day? The Chris- 
tian world would hav us believe that man is a per- 
fect physical being, and that the earth and all that 
is has been made to exactly suit his existence here. 
That this is not true, a moment’s thought only is 
necessary to convince one. So far as history re- 
cords the true condition of our ancestors, it was a 
continual struggle for existence. Man has always 
had to struggle against nature’s obstacles to his 
progress. Earthquakes and cyclones, the savage 
beasts of the forest, and his own savage fellows; 
the ravages of malignant diseases that hav devas- 
tated whole countries, and his own short period of 
existence, all tell of nature’s destructiv attacks upon 
his being and his own imperfect physical struct- 
ure. Races of men hav come upon the earth and 
disappeared almost as completely as though they 
had never existed. Whole continents hav been 
swept of their inhabitants, as if by a tornado, and 
the destroyed people supplanted by a superior race. 
Among the ruins of long-lost semi-civilizations how 
little is left us to tell of their existence! A few 
fragments here and there hav strewed the pathway 
of time, clearly indicating that progress has been 
from the beginning, that the race has evolutionized 
itself out of intense barbarism and ignorance. 

The rule of the survival of the fittest applies 
with equal force in the human as in the vegetable 
kingdom, or in other species of animated nature. 
The undeveloped brain of man can hardly be dis- 
tinguished from that of the orang or chimpanzee 
by the most careful examination, and the brain of 
the largest of these animals is equal in size to that 
of the races of men having the smallest brains, the 
Fuegians of South America, for instance, while 


*An address delivered before the Trinidad, Ool., Lib- 
eral,Club. 


their intelligence is surprisingly near the same. 
The similarity of the partition of the flipper of the 
seal, the foot of a horse, the wing or a bat, or the 
hand of a monkey to that of the hand of a man isa 
strange coincidence in view of a special creation, 
but how naturally this must follow in the process 
of evolution! . Besides, every man and woman car- 
ries rudiments of organs that are useful in the 
lower mammalia, but which hav become not only 
useless to us, but actually dangerous, causing death 
in thousands of instances. 

Man is endowed with only an imperfect physical 
structure, unable to contend successfully against 
the impediments nature has placed in his pathway 
to longevity and happiness, and yet he is the high- 
est form known to nature. The ides that man was 
created a perfect being in the beginning is the con- 
tradiction of nature’s own laws. Nature permits no 
retrogression without destruction to the individual 
or species. Do not the most imperfect of all forms 
of vegetable and animal life die before becoming 
able to propagate their kind? This law of nature 
is unchangeable, and as enduring as eternity itself. 
Progress is the stamp nature has put upon all life. 
All this being true, what is left for our belief in 
man’s creation by a perfect and all-wise God ? 
Every vestige of such belief must vanish as the 
snow before the summer sun, for our reason tells 
us that a consistent and loving God, endowed with 
the foreknowledge of all things, could not be so 
contradictory to his own nature as to create a world 
and place upon it the crowning work of his hands 
with such antagonistic surroundings that its very 
existence would be endangered. 

What, then, our Christian friends may ask, if 
man is not & creation of God and the doctrins of 
the religion based upon this belief are false, are we 
to believe and teach to make the world better? The 
idea that to the Christian religion belongs the ori- 
gin of all that is good and true is an error of com- 
mon belief. Morality has been taught and practiced 
since man appeared upon the earth, thousands of 
years before Christ is said to hav been born. 
Morals as taught by the Christian world of to-day 
are an inheritance from the reforms of all ages be- 
fore and since its existence. 

The secular world has reformed the church. It 
has forced it to accept many of the teachings of sci- 
ence that it once denounced as heretical, to abandon 
to a large extent the suppression of knowledge, the 
tyranny of its government, and its practice of per- 
secution and murder for non-belief in its myths. 
We hope to teach our religious friends that our be- 
lief is a reasonable one, and that we hav the same 
right to act conformably thereto that they hav ta 
follow their light. In the bosom of every sane man 
and woman in existence there is implanted a prin- 
ciple that acknowledges the rights of friends as 
equal to their own, and by education this principle 
is extended to all mankind. 

To persons who hav gotten out of the mental 
darkness and superstition of former religious belief 
into the light of Liberalism, life is the more com- 
plete and happy for the transition. The world is 
viewed with broader and more liberal vision. Truth 
and justice are measured by a humanitarian stand- 
ard, and morality has & more worthy incentiv. All 
nature is no longer alone for man’s use, but he, 
as & part of the whole, has new and higher duties to 
perform. 

The obligations we owe to our fellows are equally 
binding upon all, but to a disciple of Freethought 
there can be no fear of a future hell or hopes of 
heaven to induce him to do right. It must be from 
higher and nobler principles than fear or favor. 
We must know the truth and act the right for the 
right and truth’s sake. 

No man should accept Freethought principles 
with the expectation that by that belief he is to be 
licensed to vice and crime. Nothing is further from 
the truth than this idea. He may feel that he has 
cut loose from all restraint, but his moral obliga- 
tions hav not changed. Freethought teaches the 


most perfect morality and complete liberty and jus- 


tice compatible with human rights. We hav no 
fault to find with much that is taught in the Ohris- 
tian Bible, and can stand shoulder to shoulder with 
our Christian friends in all efforts to advance human 
happiness and prevent human misery. But we must 
take our stand boldly, often in opposition to the 
Ohristian, to maintain freedom and justice. We 
hav no desire to put one straw in the way of Ohris- 
tians in order to curtail their liberties in religion or 
politics. All we ask is that they shall in no way 
abridge our own in these matters. But right here 
comes the principal warfare we hav to wage against 
the religion of our country. Christians may believe 
in all the myths, miracles, and dogmas they please, 
and practice all the rites, fasts, and holy rests they 
like, but they must not impose their observance 
upon the people who do not believe in their myth- 


ological notions. Itseems to be the prevailing idea 
in the Christian world that they can by law compel 
people to conform to these practices, and, having 
no regard for the liberties of others in these mat- 
ters, they are endeavoring with might and main to 
enforce them. Should we be so unreasonable as to 
demand & law enforcing the teaching of some In- 
fidel doctrins in our public schools, the Christian 
world would throw up its hands in holy horror. 
While we should know that what would be taught 
would be at least near the truth, and that the teach- 
ing from the Bible might be but the superstition 
of a past age, still we should not claim the right to 
teach our ideas. And yet this is what they are 
trying to force upon us. It is the teaching of the 
church, it is the doctrins of the Bible. It is the 
duty of the Freethought world to destroy this idea 
of a perfect God-given Bible. When the human 
mind can be made to seek light and truth from 
other sources than a Bible, a rift is made in the 
clouds of darkness and ignorance that will let in a 
flood of light and truth whose source is reason and 
justice. The only possible means in our hands to 
spread this gospel of truth is education. The 
training of a child will make it & savage, a Christian, 
or a scientist. Men and women must learn that 
morality and justice flow out of the relations we 
bear to each other, and that no system can exceed 
that from this source. Morality and justice can 
hav nothing to do with the relations existing be- 
tween mankind and any God, but only as between 
man and man. A system based upon this truth 
can alone be approximately perfect. We must know 
the obligations we owe to our fellows and perform 
them because it is right. 

A disciple of Freethought must, from necessity, 
be a much better man in principle than is necessary 
to make a good Christian. The worst character you 
know may make a good Ohristian, but he will not 
make a true Liberal. The fear of an eternal hell is 
necessary to compel him to do right. But there is 
principle behind Freethought, the incentiv to do 
good is from a different and higher source. It is 
within the man himself. And this principle is not 
measured by beliet in any imaginary being, or an 
ignorant and superstitious age, but by the broad 
principles of truth, liberty, and justice. 

N. E. OBARLTON. 


The Freethought Federation. 


The Freethought Federation has opened its new 
headquarters, corner Olark and South Water streets, 
No. 5 South Clark street, entrance at 141 South 
Water street, Room 4. The office is 20x50 feet, 
with six writing desks and chairs to match. All 
Freethinkers in the world are invited to call when 
in Chicago, and make this their headquarters 
while here. Liberal papers will be kept on file. 

Any reader of Taz TauvH Szzxzr who would like 
to make donations of photographs of leading Free- 
thinkers, with which to decorate the walls of our 
headquarters, will, I am sure, be heartily thanked. 
Chromos, photographs, steel engravings—well, we 
would also accept: oil paintings. 

I hav the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of 
$5 from W. S. Rolin, Asheville, N. C.; also $1 
from N. Gaertner, of Fairmont, Minn., who writes : 
“Please find $1 for our savior, the Freethought 
Federation of America, to atone for the sins that I 
hav committed the past six months." 

We should like to hear from more of our friends 
in the way of donations to help pay the balance still 
due for the publishing of the pamphlet of our last 
congress. All contributions will be duly acknowl- 
edged in Tus Truta SEEKER. 

Chicago, June 12. ^ E. O. Retcuwatp, Treas. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tax Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for June: 


June 2ist—‘‘ Spirits.” Augustus Watters. 
June 28th—'' What Are Women Here For?” 
Lazarus, read by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. 


Jomw E. Rxwssuna occupied the pulpit of the First 
Unitarian church of Minneapolis, June 9th. 


Tus Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
seoretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:80, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Trx Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 p.m., at Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth 
below Market street, Philadelphis. 


Tax Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. 


Tun First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labo 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Dr. M. E. 


94 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[Juxx 22, 1895 


Letters of Friends. 


He Wants Something Good. 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA., June 5, 1895. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed find money order 
for $3, for which please send me Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER one year and the ''Free- 
thinker's Pictorial Text-Book," as per ad- 
vertisment for new subscribers. 
Yours sincerely, W. C. ROBINSON. 


Yery Hopeful. 
Mum, Fua., May 26, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 to apply 
on subscription. It is the best I can do at 
present. Orange grove was killed last 
winter, but the paper must not stop. `I 
hav taken it ever since it started in Illinois. 
Superstition is making its final struggle for 
continued existence, but it will prove to 
be its death struggle, for progression is the 
universal law, aud mental freedom will 
yet prevail. O. RICHARDSON. 


Sabbatarianism Always Weak on the 
Frontier. . 
PAYETTE, IDA., June 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Once more I send in my 
mite to keep or help to keep the truth be- 
fore the people. I did expect to send a 
good order for books, but money is too 
hard to get. Hay just returned from a 
trip of over 500 miles through the valley 
and over the mountains of Idaho. On this 
trip I found the people very free from 
priest and preacher, for it was quite com- 
mon to see work going on every day alike. 
“No Sunday up here," said one lady. 
** You ean do just as you wish—work or 
play." So I just worked. To write all 
about this trip would require too much 
space, but I will giv a full account of my 
next, which will bein the fall. 
Yours for truth and justice, 
ALvA A, BRANTHOOYER, 


Backs Putnam’s Statements. 
Boston, Mass., June 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrong: Inclosed find $8, my sub- 
scription for THE TRUTH SEEKER; and, by 
the way, I should not consider my home 
complete without it. I think that every 
true Liberal who can do so ought to sub- 
scribe for it. I think it is one of the great- 
est liberalizing agents in this country, 
and I shall use my best efforts to increase 
your circulation in this section, but in 
these hard times it is very up-hill work. 
Among the grandest features are tho car- 
toons of Heston. I hope he will liv long 
to continue his great work. Then there 
are the News and Notes of the Secular 
Pilgrim, who is now making a tour of the 
land where I spent forty years of my life, 
and I know he is giving a true description 
of the conditions there, and, so far as I 
know, he is the first American Liberal 
that has been honest and candid enough 
to doso. With regards, M. T. Rusu. 


More See»lar Sunday-Sehools. 
Grants Pass, On., May 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: We hav just enjoyed a 
literary treat, furnished by the secretary 
of the Oregon State Secular Society, Mrs. 
Katie Kehm Smith, who addressed us on 
the 20th—subject, ** What Secularism Has 
Done for Women.” She handled her sub- 
ject with more than ordinary ability, win- 
ning the admiration of all with her kind- 
ness, zeal, and eloquence. After giving her 
audience an opportunity to reply, which 
they failed to improve, we secured forty- 
one signatures to the principles of the 
Oregon State Secular Union, which was 
about one-fourth of the audience. She 
also caused to be taken the preliminary 
stepsin the organization of two Secular 
Sunday-schools, one at Grant’s Pass and 
one out seven miles in the country. And 
still the good work goes on. 

Yours for truth and the elevation of 
humanity. Wy. M. Riowarps, 


Ministers Are Growing. 
SkowHzGAN, ME., June 9, 1895. 
Mz. EprroR: I see ministers coming 
nearer to the truth each year, but they 
do not dare to preach it from the pulpit. 
We had a Congregationalist minister here, 
who enjoyed attending horse races and 
ball games. He was so wicked they sent 
him away. One of our Baptist ministers 
raised chickens. His game fighters he 
ramed after the different churches, for 


which he was asked to resign his pastorate. 
Another said hell was a condition, ete., so 
they got rid of him. They now hay hell 
in the old-fashioned way, and seem to en- 
joy it, and I sincerely hope they do. 

I hope to attend the Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress this year. 

Find inclosed $3.25, for the ANNUAL and 
Tus Trura SEEKER. Wishing you many 


| happy and prosperous years, I remain, 


Yours for liberty, Dr. F. S. Braknow, 


Going to Omaha. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., June 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: I am trying to sel my 
church pew and to make arrangements for 
going to Omaha, for that new religious 
sect, founded by the Rev. John Morrow, 
and justified by the following passages of 
scripture, undoubtedly has revealed the 
correct way to worship God. See 1 Sam. 
xix, 24; 2 Sam. vi, 20, and Micah i, 8. As 
the press has informed us, the brothers 
and sisters worship together in the Adam 
and Eve costume, minus the fig-leaves. 
That the new method of worship is fully 
justified by the passages above, no believer 
in the Bible can deny; and the only thing 
I see to occasion wonder is that no one 
ever discovered them before. To worship 
God in the proper manner is our duty, and 
I now hav but one object in life, and that 
is to reach Omaha and do so. While the 
winter climate will be less suitable there 
for a skin costume than this, the enthusiasm 
of the worshipers will doubtless keep up 
the animal heat. I hope soon to be with 
them, and my pew is for sale to the highest 
bidder, and you ean say to Brother Or- 
cutt that I am thoroughly in earnest in 
this matter. 

Hurrah for Omaha and the new method 
of Christian worship! C. SEVERANOE, 


What Will They Do Next? 


San PEDRO, Car, May 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: The following is a clipping 

from the Los Angeles 7imes: 
. San Franoisoo, May 28th.—The min- 
isters of this city hav formed an organiza- 
tion for the purpose of compelling the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. Churches and 
parishes throughout the state will be asked 
to co-operate with the association.” 

How absurd and odious for ministers to 
form an organization for the purpose of 
compelling the observance of the Sabbath! 
Why, I am surprised that such an organ- 
ization is born in that beautiful city by the 
Golden Gate. The more I see the clergy 
and other professed Christians meddling 
with this Sunday-law business the less 
grows my charity in behalf of the church 
denominations. With Christians who wish 
to observe Sunday as the Sabbath I hav 
no fault to find. Most emphatically I say 
Sunday is not the Sabbath, neither is 
there any scripture that says Sunday is the 
Sabbath, or that God claimed Sunday as 
the Sabbath. Neither did the Apostles 
recognize Sunday as the Sabbath, nor 
did they keep Sunday as the Sabbath, but 
kept the seventh day, Saturday, the only 
Bible Sabbath that ever was or will be. 
Sunday is a day set apart by the mandate 
of the Catholic church and belongs to 
Catholics. Why do the so-called Protestant 
church people infringe on their sacred 
day? The Catholic priests will refer them 
to their Bible Sabbath. Before I would 
return to the so-called Protestant church 
and keep Sunday as the Sabbath, I would 
unite with the Catholic church. 

N. A, Stevens, 
Wants the Devil Treated Decently. 
Newark, N. J., June 1, 1895. 

Mr. Enrron: Popes, cardinals, bishops, 
and priests are preaching economics. 
They ought to be: the last two- 
legged animals in the world to even 
whisper it. Olergymen who liv in pal- 
aces, and are supported by the poor, 
and pay no taxes, and who hav always been 
8 heavy burden to the people, are not very 
reliable students to enlighten us poor be- 
nighted mortals. Questions that are of so 
much interest to the rich as well as the 
poor will hav to be settled by bread-win- 
ners, and not theologians who liv by dis- 
cussing questions of which they are as 
ignorant as African chiefs. Such people, 
believing in ghosts, witches, and devils, 
are very uncertain. Now, sir, of the two, 
the clergyman and the devil, I think the 
latter would be the proper person to giv 


instruction, for he is a hustler. He is hon- 
est, sober, industrious, and capable; his 
advice would cost us poor descendants of 
the antediluvians nothing. He works for 
nothing, charges nothing to his tenants for 
fuel or rent, and has never been known to 
take a rest or absent himself one day from 
his Vatican below sea level. I hav never 
read of any other person that has been so 
shamefully abused and overworked, and 
given no pay, no luxuries, not even neces- 
sities. Now, I think it is about time forall 
persons who want to see justice and fair 
play to ask those priests to say masses, and 
ministers to pray for the repentance and 
conversion of the devil. I know he would 
join the army of the Lord if he was kindly 
invited to come, and given an opportunity 
to do so. If sinners whose sins are as 
scarlet are allowed to repent, I think the 
devil should be allowed to be baptized. 
Now, if I was the devil I would bank my 
fires and turn my prisoners out, and then 
those lazy priests and idle gods would 
hay to get their living by the sweat of 
their brows. W. W. Morris. 


Can Protestant Sabbatarians 
This? 
SKULL VALLEY, Ariz., May 25, 1895. 

AMBROSE BiEROE, Esq., San Francisco, 
Cal, Dear Sirs I saw in an Eastern paper 
an excerpt from a satirical allusion of yours 
about ''the holy gentlemen who depute 
themselvs to assist the omnipotent in en- 
forcing their version of his law” regarding 
the Sabbath. You also arbitrarily demand, 
in just ten lines, ‘‘a citation of the 
divine authority under which the change 
was made." Furthermore, you don't want 
“the authority of any council of any 
church; just a plain law of God plainly 
and unequivocally repealing the former 
law,” that made the seventh day Lord’s 
day instead of the first, as now. I claim, 
without fear of disproval, that I hav com- 
plied with the spirit of your request (to do 
80 to the letter is not possible nor neces- 
sary), on the principle that a principal can 
delegate all his power to his agent. This 
was done by God (Christ) as principal, to 
his agent, the Church. I claim that the 
inclosed eleven lines (or ten, if you want 
to be particular) represent the principles 
on which are based the faith of 50,000,- 
000 of the people of our country, regard- 
ing the Lord’s day, although all of them 
do not know it. I therefore demand that 
you publish these eleven lines (or only 
ten) without comment, as per your offer, 
Whatever you do with the rest of this let- 
ter don’t matter. I will also gently hint 
that when those 50,000,000 believers shall 
hav received a more national recognition 
of Sunday than now, and when the God 
omnipotent shall hav his name emblazoned 
on our Constitution, and Jesus Christ be 
acknowledged the real ruler of our coun- 
try, flippant and churlish remarks about 
**God’s constabulary ” may. result less 
pleasantly than at present. Here are your 
lines and law: 

God is composed of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. The son is vo-equal, co- 
eternal with the father, and as infinit in 
wisdom and power. The son has estab- 
lished his church on earth as his agent. 
That church must, therefore, hav his attri- 
butes, viz., infallibility, perfect wisdom, 
and infinit power (Matt. xvi, 18, and John 
xiv, 17, 26, and xvi, 18). This being the 
case, God spoke as authoritativly by it as 
he did by Moses. That church (conse- 
quently God) has declared that Sunday, 
and not Saturday, shall be the Lord’s day, 
therefore it is irrefutable. (Matt. xvi, 19; 
xviii, 18), H. G. 


Dispute 


For the Priest, No Use in Life or Death. 
Maros, N. Y., May 81, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: It has been just twenty 
years since I got hold of the first copy of 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and for ten years I 
hav been a regular reader. For ten years 
I exchanged with a man, but since 1886 I 
hav been a regular subscriber, and I hav 
no fault to find with the paper. Many a 
hearty laugh hav I had over Heston's pict- 
ures of the saints. What a *'soaly lot" they 
were! I was given the name of one of 
these worthies ; the one that had the coat 
of many colors. I wish I could corner 
corn as successfully as he did. I would 
willingly giv a large percentage to the 
publishing department of Tue TRUTH 


SEEKER. I shall continue to take the 
paper as long as I am able to pay for it, 
and when I stop, it will be a sure sign that 
I am no longer a wayfarer among the 
pious. i 

The fact is that the church offers a pre- 
mium for hypocrits. A man in good health 
needs no doctor. An honest man needs no 
church corporation to shelter him. In 
nine cases out of ten, the man that putson 
the church livery will not bear watching. 
Look sharp for these young vipers that 
belong to the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor. I know some of them, 
and I know that there is no quarter given 
by them. 

I want to go on record 8s the un- 
compromising foe of everything that 
bears any resemblance to the old ortho- 
dox tree of superstition. Old theology ig 
like a great cancer upon the bosom of so- 
ciety; the more it is cut into the more it 
breaks out. We must cover it up with the 
drawing-plaster of reason, and draw every 
fiber from the system. Start & new 
growth; we can only hope to keep it away 
from the vital places. So far we hav suc- 
ceeded, but it has taken great vigilance, 
and will require the same for many years. 
Ithink the time will come when men and 
women will learn to reason for themselvs. 
I hav no use for the priest or the preacher. 
I want it clearly and distinctly understood 
that they must not perform any of their 
ceremonies over my coffin. I hav been a 
worker all my life, and I won’t hav any 
sacred loafer mumbling over my remains. 
This is my solemn warning, and if among 
the readers of Tug Trura SEEKER there 
are any that hav these same views, I want 
them to see to it that this plan is carried 
out. Iam in good health now, and sound 


in mind, and as long as life is given me I 


shall fight them until the last spark of hell 
fire is extinguished and star-eyed science 
takes the lead, and liberty is unshackled 
and justice let out of jail to wander in the 
air of freedom. J. E Cox, 


The Christian and the Freethinker, 


Mr. Eprror: All religious sects hav their 
so-called sacred books, their rites and cer- 
emonies. They all profess to believe these 
books are the words of the supreme being 
which were delivered to them by inspired 
mortals. The fact that the Bible con- 
tains in addition to moral precepts and just 
laws, matter that is vulgar, immoral, un- 
just, and disgusting; that it relates occur- 
rences as sanctioned by God, which are 
criminal and unnatural; that it abounds in 
contradictions and fable, is sufficient to 
convince any intelligent and thoughtful 
man of the falsity of such a claim or belief, 
It bears the unmistakable marks of man in 
a very crude and uncultured state. It 
tells of times when men were fierce, wrath- 
ful, revengeful, belligerent, and ignorant; 
when men were animal and immoral, cruel 
and unjust. The Old Testament pictures 
just such a revengeful, bloodthirsty God 
as were the men of those times, Truly 
man made God in his own image. As the 
world improved and men became more ed- 
ucated and civilized, their God also be- 
came more gentile and civil. 

The Jehovah of the Christians and Jews 
is only one of the many gods, and the 
Christian sect only one of several larger 
and more important sects of religionists, 
While the Christians are less important ag 
regards numbers, yet as they comprise the 
civilized nations, to one of which we belong, 
I thought it proper to speak of them par- 
ticularly. In consequence of the many 
contradictory texts contained in the Chris- 
tians’ Bible, there hav arisen about 887 dif- 
ferent minor sects of that larger sect. 
These different branches are continually 
at war with each other on some point of - 
belief. There is a great temptation for a 
young (or any man) in search of a rule or 
guide to a proper life, to become a mem- 
ber of some one of these various denomi- 
nations. The social, financial, and busi- 
ness interests of Americans, in some par- 
ticular localities, almost demand it. Free- 
thinkers are not a sect, they are not bound 
by any creed or form of belief or unbelief, 
as regards the supreme creativ force or 
forces of nature or the continued exist- 
ence of man. 

They know from observation, from pe- 
rusal of the bible of nature, something 
about the mysterious power which from 


the little acorn brings forth the mighty 


JUNE 22, 1895] 


oak, and from the little drop the powerful 


elephant; that Jaw which develops the un- 
conscious and ignorant, weak and helpless 
child into & man of physical and intellect- 
ual greatness. We fully appreciate the 
power which from a small beginning devel- 
ops the brain of a Humboldt, a Darwin, a 
Huxley, an Ingersoll, or a Spencer, but we 
do not attempt to make an image of that 
power, nor to bow down and worship it. 
We are satisfied that that power is thor- 
oughly competent to handle his own affairs 
and is in need of neither our suggestions 
nor our prayers, 

We believe in the works of mercy and 
charity, in practicing more and preaching 
less, in temperance, morality, sobriety, 
industry, and above all things in the sav- 
ing power of truth. We believe that 
wickedness springs from ignorance and 
the antidote is education. We believe 
that ‘‘the time to be happy is now; the 
place, here,” as well as hereafter. The 
greatest happiness springs from making 
others happy. 

Freethinkers hav no God, no savior, no 
priest—to grant absolution from their 
sins, hence they hav to be moral and just. 


' They battle this life with a brave, un-: 


cringing spirit, and stand ready to enter 
the land beyond the valley of death with 
the same invincible power. 
** How blest the righteous when he dies, 
When sinks his weary soul to rest; 
How mildly beam the closing eyes, 
How gently heaves the expiring breast!” 
J. D. LAWRENCE, 


Must We AII Come to This? 
Nuw Yorx, June 11, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror : Some three weeks ago, 
through the medium of Tux Terora 
SEEKER, Materialists were informed by 
Mr. A. D. Swan that, on account of their 
stiff-necked obstinacy in refusing to accept 
the philosophy of Spiritualism, they hav 
become bigots equal in depravity to ad- 
herents of the church who ‘‘ would burn 
those of different views at the stake.” If 
that is so, it isa truth with which I hav 
heretofore not been familiar. Bigotry, as 
understood, is a desire to forcefully sup- 
press and stamp out, and an utter refusal 
to tolerate, any opposing belief—a disposi- 
tion of which I, for one ‘‘Materialist,” am 
totally unconscious. It is possible that 
Mr. Swan’s opulence of spiritual knowl- 
edge has somewhat puffed him up, a trick 
which superior wealth is apt. to play on any 
of us if we do not guard ourselvs. 

He charges us with not desiring to be in- 
formed about what ‘‘real material" con- 
sists of, and then he proceeds to say that 
after research he finds that ‘‘ neither mat- 
ter nor life is, and probably never will be, 
fully understood by man in mortal or im- 
mortal life.” I submit that such an expe- 
rience as that ought to make him more 
charitable toward those who hav reached 
the same conclusion after similar research. 
If one who is in communication with the 
immortals, as Mr. Swan is, brings us the 
message that matter and life are insoluble 
problems, how the divvle can he ask us, 
who do not enjoy his advantages, to do 
otherwise than take him at his word and 
giv up trying to find out what ‘‘ real ma- 
terial” consists of? . 

I would not cast doubts, though I hav 
some in hand, on the authenticity of that 
communication which Mr. Swan repro- 
duces in his letter to THE TRUTH BEBEER, 
but I would like to present a thought 
for his consideration. Suppose that his 
daughter, from whom the communication 
purports to emanate, instead of being in 
the spirit world were in this, and residing 
on the other side of the continent; that he, 
having a parent’s interest, should desire 
to know how it fared with her, and with a 
view to finding out should **foel away” 
$2 on a telegram to her address. And 
suppose that in reply he should get a 
“finely drawn sprig” and this message: 
**Pgpa, in answer to your mental ques- 
tion I hav sent this little sprig in colors as 
emblematie of our love for you all; as the 
bud opens so also does our love for man- 
kind expand,” and so forth, all in the 
** best of sentiment," of course, but all 
blanked twaddle nevertheless. Would he 
not blow in another two dollars just to tell 
his girl to never mind about sprigs and 
buds and her expanding love for mankind, 
and to write as a daughter should to her 
parents—something that her old father 


THE 


and mother could read and talk over to- 
gether and get some comfort and informa- 
tion from? And if in rejoinder to this he 
should receive another ream or two of 
flubdub in different words, wouldn’t he 
ask the telegraph operator what idiot asy- 
lum his wire was connected with? If not, 
why? 

By abstaining from profitless thought 
on the subject of death I hav come to re- 
gard it as a thing to be neither desired nor 
objected to. It is one of the offices of the 
body to die, and as the other natural of- 
fices come to be performed with no un- 
pleasurable sensations, so, I apprehend, 
will this one. But Mr. Swan’s letter givs 
me terrors to think of. When this ‘‘ 42 
stout” person of mine goes under the 
daisies, is the mind that controls it going 
off to the moon, to exist in a paralyzed 
state, and to return in the form of short 
slate pencils and write slush and make bad 
drawings of several colors in the presence 
of a Cook county medium at $2 a lick? 
This thought contains the sting of death, 
and herein also does death achieve a tri- 
umph. From what I can learn from those 
who pretend to know about other states of 
existence, I am inclined to say, Giv me 
this world or giv me none. G. E. M. 

God. 
JACKSONVILLE, Itu., May 20, 1895. 

Mr. EprroR: All anybody knows about 
God they can put in their eye, while what 
they don’t know, printed in small type, 
would fill up all the space outside of the 
eye. The Jewish scriptures represent him 
as anthropomorphic, i. e., with human 
form and characteristics. If the scriptures 
are right the only thing we can infer is 
this: We know what man is; we know that 


-he is an animal, and naturalists hav as- 


signed him his proper place in the animal 
kingdom and classified him as genus 
homo, & placental vertebrate. Therefore, 
his antetype, God, cannot avoid coming 
under the same denomination of animals. 
The ancient Greeks were s highly-oultured 
and intellectual race, and their conception 
of divinity was far more ennobling than 
the Jewish, which permitted the free in- 
dulgence of human feelings. (See Sir 


Oharles Bell's ** Anatomy and Philosophy 


of Expression.”) The features of the 
Greek gods as shown in sculpture are de- 
void of anything that would indicate the 
presence of the human passions, emotions, 
or sentiments, their creators evidently 
considering these. too base and low to be 
represented in the face of a god. Instead 
their carved features are expressiv of un- 
impassioned thought, reason, and contem- 
plation. 

The Jewish god is totally different. He 
sometimes loses his head, gets his sus- 
penders in a twist, and rants around Jike a 
Dutch stepfather; he turns things upside 
down, backside foremost, and inside out; 
puts poor Dives in the hole without linen 
duster or fan and not a morsel of ice for 
his beverage; orders defenseless women 
and children butchered and young girls 
debauched, and augments the torture of 
childbirth. He sets a premium on con- 
densed ignorance, is dead stuck on the 
dollar mark, issues 8 batch of promissory 
notes to condemned murderers, fawning 
sycophants, and hypocrits; he strangles 
liberty and wants to be patted on the back. 
He never caused anything but trouble to his 
constituency, and never created anything 
but an almighty big pile of work for the 
fool-killer. It would take a professor of 
mathematics to find out what relationship, 
affinity, or consanguinity he sustained to 
himself, being his own father and his own 
son, with the connection further compli- 
cated by & ghost mixed up in the trinity. 

Let us turn from this spectacle to what 
has been termed nature’s god. Colonel 
Ingersoll voiced & sublime idea when he 
spoke of him as one ** whose thoughts are 
stars and whose dreams are constellations.” 
I am sorry the colonel’s words couldn’t be 
expanded into a continued story. As a 
workman is said to be known by his chips, 
we will hav to go to nature for the charac- 
ter of its god. 

Looking at nature from a standpoint of 
justice, we see that we never get a square 
deal; her seales hav never been poised. 
The big fish eat up the little ones, the 
strong shove the weak to the wall, and for- 
tune is invariably on the side of the heavy 
artillery. A fixed law has no conscience. 


TRUTH SEEKER. 
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The ears of pity are plugged, want is neg- 
lected, and the calloused hand of indigent 
toil, heaped with lard, is compelled to 
grease the fat sow. The dogs of war are 
turned loose ; patient merit is run over, 
while wasteful exuberance rides on the 
band wagon. Nature’s god is too prolific 
—more children are born than can be 
cared for. 

One would think that if some are not fit 
to survive they ought to hav been consid- 
ered unfit to be called into existence in the 
first place. "Whatever glimpses of benefi- 
cent design we can desery in nature are 
more than counterpoised by a flagrant and 
perpetual miscarriage of justice. 

When we come to what has been called 
*reasoning from nature up to nature's 
god," we tackle the endless chain of cause 
and effect, and hav a ciroufating decimal 
on our hands, ** worlds without end.” 

The old Peruvians, who worshiped the 
sun, were not far wrong when they called 
themselvs his children. For the sun is 
really our father and the earth is our 
mother in more than a figurativ sense. 
Atahualps, in addressing himself to Pi- 
zarro’s mob of Christian cutthroats, said: 
** Your god was murdered by the people 
he had made” (and pointing to the sun), 
‘* while mine livs to-day, and looks down 
on his children" (Prescott’s ‘‘History of 
the Conquest of Peru ”). 

But it won’t do to make a god out of the 
sun, for astronomers know there are mill- 
ions of suns. To get these mixed up with 
the eods of religion might spoil their repu- 
tation. Don't worship any of them, but 
take them ss they come. 

Wm. PATTERSON. 


An Open Le'ter. 


FROM 8. W. WETMORE, M.D., TO REV. F —, 
PASTOR M. E. OHUROH, ASHTABULA 00., 0. 


Burraro, N. Y., June 7, 1895. 

My Dear Reverend Sir: I take the lib- 
erty to call your attention to a very ob- 
jeotionable expression made by you as one 
of the officiating clergymen at my dear 
brother’s funeral a few days since. After 
eulogizing the deceased's Christian char- 
acter, virtues, honesty, eto., in a very sat- 
isfactory matter, you said, ''7n fact, a 
man cannot be an honest man unless he 
is a Christian.” I was surprised to hear 
the whole moral world slandered by a 
Christian minister in this enlightened nine- 
teenth century. Theexpression could not 
hav been s lapsus linguæ, for it was deliv- 
ered with a vehemence designed to impress 
your hearers. If you were honest in that 
declaration, ignorance must be your only 
apology. In that event you are certainly 
‘*joined to your idols,” and your reading 
confined to sectarian papers. 

I was incensed, first, because I am not & 
Christian, never was, and never can be. 
Yet I know I am an honest and an up- 
right man, conscientious in my convictions, 
true to my moral principles, myself, my 
family, and my god—the ethical life in 
nature—and the Golden Rule, which is my 
religion. 

Jesus, it is said, taught these moral pre- 
cepts. So did Pittacus 650 years s.c. 
Also Thales, Confucius, Plato, Sextus, 
Aristotle, Aristippus, Socrates, Epiourus, 
Hillel, a Jewish rabbi, and many others, 
hundreds of years before Christ. i 

So far as the moral precepts are con- 
cerned I am a Christian, but not otherwise, 
for I could never believe in the divinity of 
any man born of s woman—even a virgin 
—whose father was a ghost, holy or un- 
holy, Nor do I believe there is a man or 
woman living, of mens sana, who thinks, 
reasons, and analyzes honestly, who can 
conscientiously teach such preposterous 
dogmas. 

Can it be possible that any rational stu- 
dent can believe that & man who once lived 
here on this earth, with all the passions of 
mankind, who labored, fatigued, rested, 
slept, ate, drank, and was merry; one who 
cursed—even a fig-tree—reviled his neigh- 
bors, calling tiem thieves, vipers, eto., 
eventually became a God in heaven? Can 
it be possible that an honest man can res- 
son himself into the belief that a person 
is his own father, and that & ghost pro- 
ceeded from the father and son both, and 
was, at the same time, both that father and 
son, and that three times one is one? The 
Aryans considered this story a jocose 
fable for hundreds of years, just as we 
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regard the ‘‘ Arabian Nights,” or some of 
Rider Hagard’s mythical stories. 

Second, I was incensed, because I know 
that Christianity has had very little infiu- 
ence in making men honest. Look at the 
statistics of our state prisons to-day, if 
you please, and you will find that. accord- 
ing to their records, nine-tenths of the 
Convicts hav been entered as Christians. 

What au appalling history! Still more 
appalling. is the record of priests and 
preachers, more than one thousand having 
been arrested, many of whom were con- 
victed, fined, or sent to prison since 1876 
in the United States and Canadas alone. 
Some of their crimes are too revolting for 
publication. Forgery, theft, adultery, 
elopement, rape, embezzlement, and in- 
temperance were as common charges as 
against the laity. 

For the crimes of Ohristians generally, 
I will call your attention to a little table 
from prisons reports of Iowa, Michigan, 
Tennessee, Connecticut, Indiana, Illinois, 
and Canada. Insixty-six different prisons, 
jails, lock-ups, reformatories, refuges, and 
penitentiaries, there were, for the years 
given in report, 41,385 men and boys, 
women and girls, of the following religious 
sects: 


Catholios....... ........«.-.--- —Á — 16,431 
Ohu»eh of England (Episcopalians). 9,975 
"Universalists . ...... ........ «ence ” 5 
Eighteen other Protestant denomi- 


nalions. ......-.»-. eere net 14,811 
Jews, Chinese, and Mormons.......... 110 
Infidels (two so-called, one avowed). 8 

41,335 


Were I to giv you the statistics of pris- 
ons in foreign countries it would be more | 
appalling still, Enough has been said, I 
trust, to show that it requires a greater in- 
finence than Christianity to make people 
honest. 

These statistics hardly sustain the alle- 
gation that ‘‘a man cannot be honest un- 
less he bea Christian," or that Christianity 
makes men honest, or that Infidelity is 
eoupled with impurity. 

Now, my dear reverend sir, you must 
know that hundreds and hundreds of 
years before Ohrist was protoplasm, there 
were thousands of honest men and women, 
and that there are millions of honest peo- 
ple living to-day who do not believe in the 
miraculous conception fable, the atone- 
ment scheme, or the resurrection myth. 

It is estimated that but one-tenth of the 
population of this globe pretend to be re- 
ligious, and but about one-fifth of that 
number lay any claim to Christianity. If 
your allegations are true, it must bes very 
dishonest world, although Christianity has 
held sway for more than eighteen hundred 
years. Fortunately you are in error, for 
that dogma is of local influence, while the 
Golden Rule guide, or morality, is a gen- 
eral attribute. Do not forget that the 
Hebrews hav a reputation of being the 
most honest people on earth. It is very 
rare that a Jew is sentenced to 4 peniten- 
tiary. Read the lives of the great men, 
or gods, of Persia, China, Greece, Mexico, 
Rome, Arabia, and India, as well as Pales- 
tine, and compare the honesty of these va- 
rious nations. 

I admit that Confucius was a murderer; 
so was Moses; and that Marcus Aurelius 
was a liar; so were Eusebius and St. Paul 
(the latter claimed it was for the glory of 
God, and they should not be rebuked). 
Were these representativs honest Chris- 
tians, or does it require a greater Christian 
influence now-a-days to make men honest 
than eighteen hundred years ago? 

This letter may seem captious, but I can 
assure you that nothing but the influence 
of human duty could impel me to take 
such liberty. An ethical life has always 
guided my footsteps. My religion—like 
Thomas Paine’s—is to do good, and to be 
religious we must be Aonest. I therefore 
honestly presume to advise you to never 
make that assertion in public again. It is 
detrimental to you as a Christian gentle- 
man, snd detrimental to the cause of 
Christ. You are a young preacher, Iam 
an old one—not of theology—but for 
thirty-four years I hay taught medicin and 
morals, and I assure you honesty is the 
best policy. Never let enthusiasm lead 
you from the path of truth; be mentally 
as well as physically temperate, and your 
conscience will be as clear as your title in 
heaven can be. : 
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THE TRUTH 


SEEKEH 


[June 22, 1895 


@ahildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


‘* Between the dark and the daylight, 

When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day's occupations |. 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


Speak No IIl. 


Other people hav their faults, 
And vo hav you as well; 

But all ye chance to see or hear 
Ye hav no right to tell. 


Xf ye canna speak o' good, 
Take care, and see and feel 
. Earth has all too much o’ woe, 
And not enough' o! weal. 


Be careful that ye make nae strife, 
Wi meddling tongue and brain; 
For ye will find enougb to do 
If ye but look at hame. 


If ye canna speak o’ good, 
Qh! dinna speak at all; 

For there is grief and woe enough 
On this terrestrial bail. 


If ye should feel like picking flaws, 
Ye better go. I ween, 

And read the book that tells ye all — 
About the mote and beam. 


Dinna lend a ready ear 
To gossip or to strife, 
‘Or perhaps ‘twill make for ye 
Nae sunny things of life, 
Oh! dinna add to others’ woe, 
Nor mock it with your mirth. 
But giv ye kindly sympathy 
To suffering ones of earth, 
Brae 


Auntie Bright’s Lectures. 


UIL—Tae Srory or tHe FRENCH Revo- 
LUTION. 

** The French Revolution,” said Madge, 
gravely, ‘‘ was the reaction of tyranny.” 

** And like many another reaction, worse 
than its cause," ventured Walter. 

Auntie Bright was listening. Madge's 
pleasant voice went on: **It was the rule of 
ignoranee, and ignoranoe is always the 
worse, albeit its opponents are oraft and 
duplicity.” 

Auntie Bright never concealed her 
pride in Madge and Walter, even in 
their presence. She audibly applauded. 
**Madge, you hav been reading Carlyle," 
she said. 

“Even 80," replied her niece. ‘‘ Hav 
you not been reading Proudhon, a 
greater oynic than Carlyle." 

**T like Proudhon," oried Walter, **he 
analyzes so clearly, and expounds such 
grave philosophical deductions with the 
utmost simplicity. And he is so plain 
that I believe the veriest child could com- 
prehend him.” 

** Tf, as he says, your mind is capable of 
uniting two propositions, and deducing a 
third therefrom.” 

“The logical mind," said Walter, 
lightly. ‘‘ Well, we, at least, ought to be 
capable of that after auntie’s lectures upon 
logic.” 

‘My lectures,” said auntie, smiling at 
the expression. ‘‘ Well, they hav been 
brief enough, and profusely illustrated.” 

‘©All the better,” rejoined her nephew. 
** We're such children still that we need 
something of that sort to help us under- 
Stand. " 

“I am so grateful that I should like 
another one,” said Madge, slyly. 

Auntie Bright could not be proof 
against such persausiv flattery. ‘‘ But,” 
she said, ‘‘ you are as well informed as I.” 

‘No, indeed," cried two dissenting 
voices, while Madge said, coaxingly, ‘‘Tell 
usa story of the French Revolution.” 

Auntie Bright’s stock of stories was 
great. Now she sighed and said: Well, 
a historical story will tell you more of the 
French Revolution than I could tell you in 
sober fact. And to get an idea of the 
stormy times at that period, I will tell you 

THE STORY OF THE DAUPHIN. 

He was born at Versailles in 1785. He 
was & most affectionate child, and was 
ardently attached to hismother. He used 
to sport about the garden of the palace. 
Little Trianon was his favorit playground. 

He would arise early in the morning to 
gather flowers from the garden to lay on 
his mother’s pillow. 

“Ah,” he would say, when weary of 
play, ‘‘I hav not earned the first kiss from 
mother to-day.” 


The Revolution came and cast a shadow 
over Versailles, with all its glory. The 
royal family were surrounded by enemies, 
and were in constant terror, and the little 
dauphin was made unhappy by the sight 
of his mother’s tears, f 

One day a serving-woman told him that 
if he would procure some favor for her she 
would be as happy as a queen. 

** As happy as a queen," he repeated 
sadly. *''I know of one queen who does 
nothing but weep.” 

The revolutionists overthrew the Bastile 
and throne, and the members of the royal 
family were obliged to seek protection in 
the National Assembly. They were then 
confined in an old French prison called the 
Temple. 

The king was tried by the Assembly, 
condemned, and executed. He deeply 
loved the dauphin and parted from him in 
great sorrow. 

After the king’s death, the dauphin was 
the principal solace of the queen in her 
imprisonment, He was at last removed 
from the queen’s apartment by an ordet of 
the committee of public safety. It was re- 
lated that when the guard came to take 
him away, his mother fought for him until 
her strength was exhausted, and she fell 
senseless to the floor. 

After the execution of his mother he was 
given over to the care of à brutal shoe- 
maker, named Simon, who endeavored to 
cause his death without committing palpa- 
ble murder. He was ill-fed, beaten, and 
abused, and received the name of the 
**She-wolf's-whelp," referring to Marie 
Antoinette. 

At this period the police were in the 
habit of distributing in the streets songs 
against ** Madam Veto," as the queen had 
been called. One of the most infamous of 
these, vulgar as it was brutal, had been 
procured by Simon. 

One day, for the want of & new torture 
for the child, Simon resolved to make him 
sing this obscene song against his mother. 
** Come along, Capet," saidhe. *‘ Here is 
a new song which you must sing to me.” 

He handed the song to the dauphin. 
The boy saw its meaning, and with all the 
instincts of a susceptible nature, he re- 
coiled from the thought of reviling his 
mother. 
without a word. 

Simon arose in wrath. 

**T thought I said you must sing." 

**T never will sing such a song.” 

“I declare to you that I will kill you if 
you refuse to obey me.” 

** Never!” 

Simon caught up the andiron and threw 
it at the child with a force that would hav 
proved fatal had he not missed his aim. 
His passion then gradually subsided, but 
the boy refused to sing. 

One day, after a series of abuses too 
Shocking to relate, Simon seized the dau- 
phin by the ear, and, drawing him to the 
middle of the apartment, said: 

** Oapet, if the Vendeans were to set you 
at liberty, what would you do to me?” 

“I would forgiv you," replied the un- 
fortunate boy. 

His situation at last became wretched in 
the extreme. He was placed in a filthy 
cell, where he could neither receive pure 
air nor hav exercise ; his food was scanty, 
his bed was not made for six months, and 
his clothes were not changed for a year. 
He became covered with vermin, and mice 
used to nibble at his feet. He passed the 
days in utter silence, wishing only to die. 
His sensibilities became mercifully dead- 
ened, so that he lived in a self-made realm 
of pure fantasy. 

After the overthrow of the revolution- 
ary government under Robespierre, he 
was assigned to more merciful keepers. 
But his body and mind were in ruins, and 
all efforts to restore him were in vain. 

It was a lovely June day in the summer 
of 1795. He was dying. Without the air 
was full of sunshine, of birds and roses. 

** Are you in pain?" asked an attendant. 

** Yes," he said, ** but not in so much as 
I was; the music is so sweet.” 

He presently added: ** Do you not hear 
the music?” 

** From whence does it come?" 

** From above." 

His eyes became luminous; he seemed 
happy and peaceful, and he fancied that 
among the voices that seemed to be sing- 


He laid it down on the table. 


ing around him he could distinguish that 
of his mother. It was pure fancy, but it 
grew out of the filial devotion of his heart, 


The pitiful story saddened the young 
people very much. Auntie Bright’s own 
sympathetic voice lent additional pathos to 
the romance. At last Madge said: 

** Do you suppose any of the revolution- 
ists suffered as that boy did?" 

Auntie Bright gave a quick sigh. 

“There is no doubt of it, Madge ; but 
for that part of the story I refer you to 
Harriet Martineau.” 

Auntie Bright arose, signifying that the 
audience was at an end. IDA Bàrnov. 


ee ee i ————— 

Thomas Paine Remembered in Ohio. 

Dear Miss Wrron: I am in this city 
(Columbus, Ohio) teaching elocution and 
oratory. One of my classes proposed that 
we hav a picnic on Decoration Day, and 
we are having it. 

Knowing that I would be eXpepted to 
help Make the time pass pleasantly, I 
brought with me the Thomas Paine num- 
ber of Taz TRUTH Seeker and the pam- 
phlet, ‘‘ Federation and Union.” We 
looked at the picture of Paine’s home, his 
monument, aud himself, read some from 
the paper, talking of Paine and his great 
work for the freedom of his country and 
for the right of Freethought. Miss Nora 
Beard proposed, ‘‘Three cheers for 
Thomas Paine,” and they were as heartily 
given as though we had numbered hun- 
dreds. 

Then, from ‘‘ Federation and Union," I 
read S. P. Putnam’s speech, ‘‘ Our Flag.” 
The response was ** Three cheers for Pat- 
nam and Our Flag.” We then had a pa- 
triotice recitation by Alma Coulter, the 
youngest member of the class, a sweet lit- 
tle girl of nine years. In response to the 
request for a dramatic reading, I gave a 
cutting from your story, ‘‘ Jack Howard’s 
Stepmother.” : 

Some of those present had heard very 
little of Thomas Paine, but all were broad- 
minded, and received his ideas and other 
Liberal thought more enthusiastically 
thau I had dared anticipate. 

Before the literary part of our program 
we had a good dinner under the spreading 
branches, and now the cloth is laid for an- 
other meal. The class wanted a stroll in 
the woods and I wanted quiet, so while 
they were gone the thought came, ‘‘ Write 
to the Corner,” and I proceeded to do so. 

We could not participate in the exer- 
cises at the grave of Thomas Paine, bit 
our little celebration has been very enthu- 
siastió and inspiring. The book and paper 
Iearried were borrowed for fürther read- 
ing, and I trust the interest awakened may 
continue. 

The strollers hav returned. They ap- 
prove of the above, and say: ‘‘ Add that 
we hav had a good boat ride on the lake.” 

We must eat our lunch and go back to 
the city, where I am to read to-night. Sin- 
cerely yours, M. FLORENOE JOHNSON. 

332 Oak st., Columbus, O. 


— Éü»—— 
Correspondence. 


Sarem, NEB., May 29, 1895. 
Drar Miss Wrox: This is my second 
letter to the Children’s Corner. My school 
was out last week, and we had ten gradu- 
ates. About two months ago the people 
of Salem held a large meeting for about 
five weeks. 'The preacher got about two 
hundred converts, the most of them being 
children from seven to seventeen years, 
and a few rough boys, and some that got 
their breakfast on their way home from 
church. I went one night, and it was like 

going to a show to see them. 
Your Liberal friend, 
NELLIE BRINEGAR, 


[Nellie will not care to go again to such 
a meeting. She can spend her time more 
profitably.— Ep. O. O.] 


On104ao, ILD., June 15, 1895. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: My father is dead, 
and I am just eight years old, and I wish 
to write a letter. Iam sorry my father is 
dead. I am going to try to be good to my 
mother. I would like to hav some song 
books. Could you please tell me were we 
could get the song books? I go to Olarke’s 
school, and my teacher’s name is Miss 


Young Mothers 


should early learn the necessity of keeping on 
hand asupply of Gail Borden Eagle Brand Con- 
densed Milk for nursing babies as well as for 
general cooking. It has stood the test for 89 
years, and its value is recognized. 


Dowlel, and she is a good teacher, and 
I would like to hav a hymn book. In our 
room we hav seventy-seven children. My 
papa’s name was John Masley. I hope to 
see my letter in the Children’s Corner. 
Aiton MabnzY. 


[We are all Horry for Aliée in the loss of 
her papa. She must do the things her papa 
would like her to do were he living, and 


then we will all be proud of her.—Eb. 
C. O.] 


A Chance for Women to Make Money. 


Isaw one of your subscribers tellin gonr cal- 
nmns a few Weeks ago how sho mare money soll- 
ing ish W: wrote to the Iron City Dish 
fasher Co., 145 S. Highland Ave., Station A, 
Pittsburg, Pa., and obtained one of their Dish 
Washers and triedit myself first. Itisjustlovely; 

ou can wash and dry the dishes for a family in 

wo minutes, without touching your hands to a 
dish or putting them in hot water. I made the 
first day $5, ahd everybody wanted a Dish Washer 
just as soon as they saw me wash their dishes. 
Since then I have made as high as $18 a day, and 
I believe that I can get enoug money to keep my 
brother at sohool next winter and have money 
the Bank tod. Any lady or genileman can do as 
Well as Í ani doing, I am sure; as I had no expe- 
rience. When everybody wants to buy, it is not 
hard to sell. Anyone oan get information by writ- 
ing the above firm, aud I am glad to add my ex- 
perience, because I think it is my duty to others 
to help them over the hard times. . 
MARTHA Franois. 


ashers. 


That Plates 


inean 


Columbia 
THE BEST 
BICYCLE 

On the steerin 3 

head of every Cól- LIS. - 

ümbià bicycle of this yedr’s make 

iat name-plate appears. It is 
unique, handsome, and indicates 
much—satisfaction and highest en- 
joyment to the rider. 

o other bicycle has ever equal- 

led a Columbia. No other bicycle 

ever shall equal a Columbia. The 
greatest bicycle factory in the 
world sáys so. 


New Price*100 


HARTFORDS, next best, $80 $60. 
$50 for boys’ and girls’ sizes. 


POPE MFG. CO. 
Hartford, Cónn. 

BOSTON, CHICAGO, 

NEW YORE, BAN FRANCIBOO, 

PROVIDENCE, BUFFALO. 


An Art Catalogue of these famous 
wheels at any Columbia Agency, or will 
be mailed for two g-cent stamps. 


Es 


Something a. 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 
THE 


BETTER WORLD 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far às human eyecould 
866 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 


O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


CANEER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Sclence. 
y HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a gtudy in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity - 
and. reliability of the Ohristian religion. Ñ 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in Raper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper, 50 cents in cloth 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


June 24, 1895] 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking, 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as." Eye-openers," in doing “Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, frienås 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 

An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistency or 9 istians Generally. H. Clay 


10 


Colem s; 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. fessi 
phe Bible: Is it Reliable as a Guide? O. Watts. 
8phemy and the Bible. B Reynolds..... 
pias ook of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes as the Inspire Word ot God. 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. €. Max Muller. .. 
Constantine the Great, gortraviug the Ini- 
qui ty o of the First Ohristian mperor. 
. Preston...... eese ret 8 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
This is the statute under which Mr. J, 
. Wise is now indicted for sending a 
verse from tke Bible through the mail.) 


T. B. Wakeman, ....s..eessseseeesesesereos 10 
Oruelty and Oreduliis of the Human Race. 

Dr. DanielArter............... e eee 2 
Christianity a Ed system. Bennett. 2 
Ohristianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Ci ation. Charles Watts ....... sesso D 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts _....... 2 
The Christian Faith. 200 Questions Without E 


Answ 
Christian Mysteries. _ A Dialogue between a 
Christian. Missionary and a Chinese P 
The Christian Sabbath. "John E Remsbur, t barg.. 5 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. 
The Ohurch and Education. "on seni mU b 
The fihnreh and Freethought. Franklin 
OUT OP: oe cok seciecticesdevccinacoss coven Bart a 
Congress and od on $ Laws. (Bhallthe Mails 
be Stopped os d on sunday?) By the Editor 


Posse See E E oes TE 8 
The Grape ate ee key Days and Holi- 
days. Putnam .... 1 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.. 1 
The Devil's Due nie or Give the Devil His 
Due. "John Syphers.. .........ceeee seen 2 
Daniel in the Lion’s en. D. M nett..... 2 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical STRUD 
ustin Holyoake................ eese 5 
Decadence of puritent anity ifs Lv a0 Suebsese secede 1 
The Decling of Faith. J £& Remsburg., ..... b 
Defense of sonlar Principles. Chas. Watts 2 
Does phere Exist a Moral dO OEHOE of the 
iverse? Austin Holvoake........ ... 8 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions bye a Weak but 
Sincere Christian.. . .. .......... ese 5 
. The Ethics o Religion. “W.K Oliftord, FRS. 5 
‘Evolution Teaches Neither Athei:m nor Ma- 
teri S B 8 
10 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost pu. T E Louisa b 
he Fear of D Death. D. M. Bennett............ 5 
Pend tone John Sy. ut aene s P EEURPG VAY 1 
Free geek and Free ress. Percy Bysshe i 
Fow Words a about the Devil. Chas. Bradlaugh 3 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Ohas. asta 8 
he Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besant.... 2 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 1 
The Gospal of Christianity and the Gospel of 
Freethought. AnnieBesaat —......... 2 
Has Man a Soul? Oharles Bradlaugh....... S 8 
Heaven PTS Hell: Where Situated? Austin x 
Hereditary fransmission, Illustrations ar Its 
ccurrence. Prof. Louis sbor rg........ 8 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh . .. ... 8 
If You Take Away My Heligion What Will You 
Give Mein Its Stead? H. B. Mart in, M-D. 3 
Is America the New Mt L L Dawson... 10 
Infidelity. H.W. Beecher....................... 1 
Infidels and Oharity. pra Bteiner...... 5 
Ingersoll Oatechised.  Wi:h Mr. Ingersoll 
Poem on Robert OTUs 5 ose cence kan pex 8 
Ingersoll on McGlynn ..............-... ees. 8 
The Ills We Endure: Their Cause and Sare 
D. M. Bennett, ..... .............-- 5 
Is the Bible Indictable? Annie Besant.. 2 
efferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. § 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden...... 5 
Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. ... 8 
Land Question. Charles Bradl«ugh.. : 2 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake....... 2 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 5 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
of Jesus Christ... Sis asiby Lgibiiisen gas SSS ie iSS 6 
Logic of Death: or, Wh Pas the Atheist 
ear to Die? By G. Holyoake _...... 8 


ples of Freethougot. G. J. Hol akon 8 
ALudietous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- | 
-Libe PM I Mile. Mausurs D. Gonway. 3 
"Phe Liberty of Printing Hon. E. P. Hur but 8 
-Literature of the Insane. F. R Marvin, M.D. 5 


~“ Manna." Orthodox Y Descriptions of How 
People are off in Hell,..................... 1 
Mong Telus and Orme. B F Underwood.. b 


Value of the Bible. Ohas. Watts. 
A (Oritioism of Be- 


er^ 8 Bermon on Hell. 
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New Life of Moses. 

‘The New sith he 

‘The New Age. N 

The Old Re ligions andi “the New. W.S. Beil”: 

jou ternal orture. Annie Besant 

‘On Prayer, Annie Besant. 

‘On the Religious Education of Ohildren. 

Annie Besant. ritten during her 

Trausition from Ohristianity.. 2 

‘Open Dotter toi to my Old Friends the Quakers. 


D See | 
‘Orthodoxy. 


Robert G Ingersoll LINN 
«Qur Father in Heaven. Poem by Charles 
tephenson 
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[Protestant Intolerance. Jo. 
: Philosophy of Secularism. 
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The nat ion of Humanity Bes 
nal Punishment 10 
Religion of Inhumanity. Hear Harrison. 10 
Repeal the Sunday Laws! ` (Including the 
* Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the ditor of 
The Truth Seeker...................- e. 3 
Revivalism Examined. A. G. Humphrev..... 2 
A Remarkable Book a Review of Greg’ 
reed of Christendom. H. W. Doug is 
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Superr tition Displayed. Wm. Pitt/s Celebra- 


ted Letter to ihe Sects of Great Britain 1 
“ Science of the Bible." Being the Rev. John 
Jasper’ 8 Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


A NEN S E E S N A Sa 1 
Talk Y With the Four Evangelists. E Wood- " 
Thoughts on Atheism. Oan Man by Search- 
ing Find out God. Austin Holyoake... 3 
The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 10 
The True Basis of Morality. Annie Besant.. 2 
The Truth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 
(Reply to some of the Suuaday-school 
Stories About Hin.) . .................. 3 
Two Short Sermons, Bev. "Theologicus....... 1 
Twelve A. ostles. a Carles Bradlaugh. 8 
Were am and Eve Our First Parents? 
cdm Brasdlaugh....................-.-- 3 
What Did Jesus Teach? Ohas. Bradlaugh. 


Who Was Jesus Ohrist? Chas. Bradlaugh. 

Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh. 

When Did Paul Live? Scholastious..... ..... 

What is the Bible? A Review of Bundariand’s 
* What is the B Ber Bei 


Wonders hat Prayer. 


arene THE Tae SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN =~ ER 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific p. enology, &nd appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as gonvincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. 
E THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1899, the 
above ìs the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pe mphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment or Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
Facts, giving, from. the Census of 1890, 

fhe Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged a o show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominations, 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States, and Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the facts, figures, 
and argumente to be found. The figures. bein; 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, will 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been com mpleted — probably about eight 
years hence. arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon; 
as the Su of church exemption is suffere 
10 9Xi8 

By singlo copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


fen copies. a - T " $1.00 
Fifty copies - E E - 450 
Jne hundred copies - . E 8.00 
Larger quantities at special rates. 

Address THE TR SEEKER. New York. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 

Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 


inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides af History, 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide." 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York, 
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4oo Years 
OF 
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b HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
1 ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery.. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
Such was the case, however. 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one? Oonsidering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 

not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised .and de- 
b= lighted that they got such a bargain. 


puru 


A Ae e 


three times as many portraits. 
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1 As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Frexz- 
3 THOUGHT, ib covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
P and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
€ possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
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= organized force. 
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ni 

b unites the past and the present. 
= book. 
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lFreethough 


E By Samuel Porter Putnam 


E Large Octavo, 165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
1 Back, Marbled Edges. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


E 141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 


It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker’ One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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$5. 


$6.50. 
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They did not 


In- 


Well, the 


It 
It is a world book and a home 
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COVERNMENT. |Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, ai and 
an argument for “limiting government to t 
mere Hon of pro of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just ce to ali.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THX TRUTH SEEKEP, 
98 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that s splendid rose poem 
* Life,” by_“the prince of orators,” Col. RG 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
&ppear the o portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator aad poet, Who, now, as far as we 
know, stands alone Ta the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x10 inches, and the 
price only 75 cente, post-paid. 


Address 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 
A little book of 58 pages, fall of scientific 


thought. The story of this great scientists] 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. deis 


Addres THE TRUTH 
28 Lafayette Place. Naw TERRE 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 


Bef Elsewh F 
Never Before or rem ore 10.. ‘ally and Faith 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
?8Lafavetíe place, New York. 
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Not fer Parsons. | one Goo Pamphlets at Low Prias 


Rev. Dr. BARREL: “I can’t get the in- 
troduction to this sermon worded just to 
suit me.” Mrs. Barrel: ‘‘ Why don’t you 
start it with: ‘As has been said before, and 
so well said ?' ” 


Donoas: ''I never knew any good come 
of keeping Lent." airs. Dorcas: '' Why, 
my dear, fook at Mrs. Hillaire. She was 
cleaning a fish the other day and found a 
diamond ring in its inside."—Judge. 


“We hav come to offar you an increase 
of salary," said the deacon, ‘‘ but we hav 
doubts whether you will accept it." ** Why 
so?” asked the parson, eagerly. ‘‘ Be- 
cause,” said the deacon, ‘‘ we havn’t been 
able to collect it.” 


Durme the past two weeks twenty-one 
persons hay been baptized at Prineville in 
the cold waters of Ochoco creek, and 
others are waiting for warmer water, tak- 
ing their chances meanwhile with other 
Binners.— Portland Oregonian. 


Minister: “Hav you spoken a kind 
word to some poor brother on this glad 
Sabbath day, Brother Solum?" Brother 
Solum: *‘ Yes, sir.” Minister: ‘‘Ah, what 
effect did it hav?” Brother Solum: *'Won- 
derful. He said I was a blank hypocrit, 
. and if was no use to 'leetioneer hi n on 
Sunday.”— Cleveland Plain Dealer. 


Fmar Breaaar: '*Where did you get 
that fine overcoat?” Second do.: ‘At 
the big house at the Corner." First do: 
“Why, I went there only this mornin’ 
shiverin’ with cold, and dey wouldn’t gim- 
me a rag." Second: ‘‘Oh, ah! but I didn't 
ask for Clothes for myself. I told ’em it 
was fur the pore heathen in darkest 
Africa.” 


Tar minister was expected to make a 
visit. The mother called her young hope- 
ful and told him, if the minister asked his 
name, he was to reply, Jack; his age, he 
was to say, 5 yearsold; where bad children 
went to, he was to answer, to hell. The 
good man arrived and asked his age, and 
wishing to show his mother how well he 
had remembered his lesson, he replied, 
i‘ Jack, five years old, go to hell.” 


Tur pastor of a Congregational church 


of Somerville, Mass., distributes a neatly 
printed sheet containing the church no- 
tices, in the pews, in lieu of reading them. 
Thig was one of the recent notices: ‘‘ It 
may not be inappropriate to call attention 
of the audience to the bad habit they hav 
fallen into of watching people who come in 
late, eepecially those who hav new clothes. 
These late Comers are modest people, and 
it must be a serious annoyance to hav their 
raiment & subjeot of remark. 'They wear 
it unconsciously, and prefer that you would 
not notice them. The Sunday services are 
at 10:30, and 7:30, for the benefit of all 
who desire to spend an hour in worship; 
but for all those who hav recently visited 
the tailor, and milliner, and dressmaker, 
the morning service begins any where from 
10:30 to 11, and the evening sérvice ten 
minutes before 8, For the benefit of the 
very tardy ones the announcement is here- 
by made that the benediction will be the 
only portion of the service in which they 
are respectfully invited to participate."— 
.New York Tribune. 


Migs Movrx Eror SrAwrLL relates the 
following anecdote in the course of a 
sketch of John Paul Jones, in the Century 
for April: The landing on St. Mary’s isle 
thoroughly alarmed the coasts, and the 
name and character were well known. 
The Ranger being seen beating up the 
Solway toward the **land town o’ Kirk- 
caldy,” the frightened people assembled 
on the shore, and presently down came 
- their ‘‘meeniater,” Rev. Mr. Shirra, lug- 
ging a huge armchair, which he flung down 
on the shore, and then plumped himself 
violently into it. He was short of breath, 
and very angry With the deity for permit- 
ting such doings as Paul Jones’s; and, puff- 
ing and blowing, he made the following 
prayer, which tradition has preserved: 
** Now, Lord, dinna ye think it is a shame 
for ye to send this vile pirate to rob our 
folk o’ Kirkealdy? For ye ken they are 
puir enough already, and hae naething to 
spare. They are all fairly guid, and it 
wad be a pity to serve them in sic a wa’. 
The wa’ the wind blows, he'll be here in & 
jiffy, and wha kens what he may do? He 
is nane too guid for onything. Muckle’s 
the mischief he has done already. Ony 
pocket gear they hae gathered thegither, 
he will gang wi’ the whole o’t, and maybe 
burn their houses, tak’ their cla’es, and 


strip them to their sarks! And wae’s mel 


Wha kens but the bluidy villain may tak’ 
their lives. The puir women are maist 
frightened out o’ their wuts, and the bairns 
skeeking after them. I canna tho't it! I 
canna tho’t it) I hae been long a faithfu' 
servant to ye, Lord; but gin ye dinna turn 
the wind about, and blow the scoundrel 
out o’ our gate, l'li nae stir a foot, but just 
sit here until the tide comes in and drowns 
me. 
prayer appears to hav been effectiv; for at 
that very moment the wind changed, and 
blew **the scoundrel out o’ our gate.” 


Sae tak’ your wull o't, Lord!” Thef 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly ior 10 cents each; twelve of &ny 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


gener C Luse. 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture b 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while jonrneying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
stroctions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former see D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 

gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettstein’s 

raternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 

which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 

of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 

Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 

tion, '* What Has Infidelity Done?” should be 

induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supornaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A os by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 

Adiscussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Hon. Frederio B rry ee Gov. | Btowart L. 

oodford, ore the Nineteen entury 

Club of New York. “Each man has the same 

right to express to the whole world his ideas 

that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 

dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 


Protestant. 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND RACLE WORKEBS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament. One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pampbi^t, therefore, is & consideration 

f what kind of & God man should make. | 
amuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel! 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- | 
hammed, The Destraction of Art, The Dis-: 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, ( 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor, The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 

The Second Birth, Ins iratiou, The Reign of 

Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 

Resurrection, The .Judgment-Day, Pious 

Evasions, “ No Bible, No Civilization;” Mira- 

cles of the New Testament, I'he Ascension, 

Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Fter- 

nal ishment, Some who Are Damned, 

What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


1 | PERSONALE 


gs soe tung tent que ley now iit 
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YISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN BALL, 


WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. Freprniox Dovornass and Cor. Ros- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
UnitedStates Court that the Oivi! Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. hifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingeraoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. Y 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One o 

len Gardener’s brightest efforts. 


Hi 
THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. : 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Baboock's comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 


flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 


Widdicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged fou HJ S NU 

SISTE UCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Oonventa 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom: 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Paychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 

Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 98 pic- 
tures. 'The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOK HUGO'S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lifs of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. . 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer's coneideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. — 7 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’s alleged acts whioh would lead one 
to that conclusion. LK Washburn. 

WHY DONT HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
The title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many pons and a great 
many editions of it hav^ been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
and the Real. Not Dead, bnt Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Oharles Watts, 

ive Un Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychio Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Ohi- 
osgo: Qonside ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
Upon Her, Theology Never Helpfulto Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. Hussu H. Wixon 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver, CoL, by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH RRMEKFER. CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh. 


It will 
Corner 
the 


Parson. 
i] 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


AND us. 200 


CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloody Joshua, 
Some Giants, The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
The Adventures and Work of Noah, Against Jabin and Sisera, 
A Hunting Anecdote, General Gideon, . . 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
A Queer Family . Samson the Strong, 
Isaac and His ‘ Sister,’ Ruth and Boaz. 


One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses,’ 
Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God’s Favorite. 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 


Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 
the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.60; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city, 


[n the nature of things, 


RAVA 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Obristmas 
Sermon by Oolonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire ” and “ Lincoln," and has as 
& frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the . 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Oolonel Inaxasout’s great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An” intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by IxezzsOLL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


Jon 29, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Gems of Ghought. 


Aut free government is based upon free 
discussion .— Washington Gladden. 


Tun degree of punishment will depend 
on the character of the criminal and not 
on that of the crime.—Henry Charles 
Lea. 


Guyuin civilization does not increase, 
but reduces, standing armies and 
commerce-destroying navies.— Galveston 
News. 


Every man is free to do that which he 
wills, provided he infringes not the equal 
freedom of any other man.—Herbert 

` Spencer, 


Waze to the dawn of a larger life, 
Sleepers dull in the Night of Now! 
Beat your hearts to a wider strife! 
Build your thoughts in a broader brow. 
—J. William Lloyd. 
EvzRx one is born with a nose and five 
fingers, and no one is born with & knowl- 
edge of God. This may be deplorable or 
not, but it is certainly the human con- 
dition.— Voltaire. 


Reuiaion is not in the purview of human 
government. Religion is essentially dis- 
tinct from the government and exempt 
from: its cognizance. A connection be- 
tween them is injurious to both.—James 
Madison. 


Rerorms that reform make progress 
slowly. Violent action does not properly 
belong to any movement looking toward 
the development of ideas and the applica- 
tion of principles to human life. Because 
every advance made must be clearly the 
finished outcome and expression of public 
need and public opinion in harmony with 
natural law.— Louise Tresscotte. 


Tornsror wrote ‘‘Ivan the Fool" in a 
mood of essential trust. When freedom is 
popular even the autocrat will turu pro- 
fessor. I do not fear my neighbor when 
he knows I trust him, He fears me when 
he knows that I feel unsafe next him un- 
less I bolt my doors. Restriction reaps 
anger, suffers retaliation, trips over its 
own buffers. It violates and is violated. 
It poisons the root of the tree from which 
it eats the fatal fruit.—Horace L. 

- Traubel, 


Durna the period when the church 
ruled supreme, in intellectual and mate- 
rial culture and development men fell very. 
‘low, far below the level of the days of 
classic antiquity. This is easily explained; 
for when men take upon themselvs to pre- 
pare only for a future life, then the pres- 
ent ceases to carry any value. Well might 
the Christian father, Tertullian, exclaim: 
‘Desire for knowledge other than of 
Jesus Christ, learning other than the gos- 
pel, is no longer necessary.” For all that 
“man need know was to be found in the 
Bible, and what was not to be read therein 
wasuntrue and mischievous. Very truly 
has Ludwig Feuerbach said: ‘‘If we are 
for heaven born, then are we lost to earth.” 
—Ludwig Bichner. : 


Tux temporary nature of Christianity is 
plainly indicated by its indorsement of the 
Old Testament. Jesus was never able en- 
tirely to outgrow the prejudices of his 
Jewish education. ‘‘ One jot or one tit- 
tle,” says he, ‘‘shall in no wise pass from 
the law till all is fulfilled.” ‘‘The scribes 


these Jewish law-expounders were all di- 
vine! Jesus refers to the old stories of the 
Jewish Bible as if he believed them, and 
he evidently did, and even takes the mar- 
velous tale of Jonah for true, and refersto 
prophecies of himself inthe Old Testament 
which certainly hav no existence.— Will- 
tam Denton, 


Tux supernatural and the miraculous 
controled the world. Everything was 
explained, . but nothing was under- 
stood. The church was at the head. 
The sick bought from monks little 
amulets of consecrated paper. They did 
not send for a doctor, but for a priest, and 
the priest sold the diseased and the dying 
these magical amulets. These little pieces 
of paper, with the help of some saint, 
would cure diseases of every kind. If you 


BrATE or TORIO. Orry or ToLEpo, 5 


UCAS County. 
FRANK J. OngNEv makes oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of F. J. CHENtY & Co. 
doing business in the oity of Toledo, County and 
State aforesaid. and that said firm will pay the 
sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for each and 
every case of Catarrh that cannot be cured by the 
use of HALL'S CATARRH CURE. 
FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in ros- 
ence, this 6th day of December, A.D. 1886 a“ 
(so) A. W. GLEASON, 
EA 
; ; otary Public. 


Hall’s Catarrh Cureis taken internally and acts 
directly on the blood and mucous surfaces of the 
system. Send for testimonials, free 


EJO & 00., Toledo, O. 
W^ Sold by Druggists, 750. 


‘tious. 


would put one in a cradle, it would keep 
the child from being bewitched. If you 
would put one in the barn, the rats would 
not eat your corn. If you would keepone 
in the house, evil spirits would not enter 
your doors, and if you buried them in the 
fields, you would hav good weather, the 
frost would be delayed, rain would come 
when needed, and abundant crops would 
bless your labor. The church insisted 
that all diseases could be cured in the 
name of God, and that these cures could 
be eftected by prayers, exorcism, by 
touching bones of saints, piecesof the true 
cross; by being sprinkled with holy water 
or with sanctified sait, or touched with. 
magical oil. — Jngersoll. ` 


PERSONAL. 


Lady, refined, practical, Agnostic, widow, &ge 
33 years, no incumbrance», living in church- 
environed community, would like to correspond 
for mutual benefit with g ntleman of some 
means, suitable age and matrimonial inclina- 
References required. Adnress M. G. E., 
Care of The Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafirette 
Piace, New York. 2195 

Gent. Samples froo. 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P.O. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


. By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 
Contents—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. «.riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Mediey of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paleys * Evidences of 
Christianivv” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price, Cleth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


andexpenses. Lady.or 


AN 
ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 5 cents. THE RUTH SERRER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


| and sing them in your homes, makin: 


The Glory of Infidelity L. K. Washburr's Works 


WICH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents & copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learu these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 
q them hap’ 
py and bright ?—SEND ror a copy,—Green cloth. 
gilt title. 40 cents: half bound. 2 cents 


POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and, Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m les of Media county seat 
and within four mies of Chester, va., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the place, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Wichin five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philade'phia. Trolley iine batween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist. 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. hight 
years avo the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,0 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500 
Address W. H., care Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 


FREETHINKERS PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 


NESS OF THE OHUROH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 


OF A UNION OF 
OHUERCH AND 


18 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
| ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
E] THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are Classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle 8am and the Priests. 

2 i e Ohurch Hobbing the People. 
3 * hanksgiving 

6 ^" Sabbath Laws 


14 os 

10 p Woman and the Church. 

6 E The Church and Thomas Paine, 
4 9 Studies in Natural History. 

3 2 The Bible and Science. 

i5 t" The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 be Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 

4 z The Atonement Scheme. 

4 = The Lord and His Works. 

2 n rayer. . 

10 e The Oreeds. : 

1 x Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
Missionaries. 

The Lord’s Instruments, 

Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
Fee Church and Slavery. 


2 represent 
“a 


riests and Politics. 

eland and the Church: | 
Ohurch’s Idea of Civilization. 
eee Uses of the Cross. 

nkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 

ome Allegories. 
Heaven. 


Milcetlaneous. 


2522225222525 


NDO Es I ms 20 MID He - lai 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 
fore appeared ia this country, and itis very doubtful if another one lige it will ever agaiu be pu 


lished. We must give the Trut 


At twice the price 1t world have been a cheap book. Artist 1 
i i erful si-cces3. an'i we Judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


signer is a wond 


Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all 


Heston as & portrait painter and de- 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to pe called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, and has done 


‘ai-hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of t 


ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put `n the 


hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- . 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


alse Teaching of the Christian 
Charch, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 


& minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 


or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems, Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cente. 
Address TAR TRUTH EEKER 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


O: 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OomemeD BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50, For sale at This Offi se. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and Histo-y 
of the New Testament. 


By Prov. F W Newmar Price 25 sents 
A Adpar TOP TPY omor Ty 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Buv. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Prina. 95 nants Address TAE TRUTH SYEKER, 


OO 00006000 0624000080 


¢ AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER! ! È 


e e want 1000 more activo agents before 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 

è can be easily madein any locality ; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 60 per @ 

@ cent. commission on all sales. Send to- ay e 
for full 


@ silver or stamps. Established in 1882, Ad- 
Xs STANDARD SILVERWARE 

», Boston, Mass. 
“ee 0a 0-2 02 02 0-20-26 


THE 


ELIXIR OF LIFE 


, is notin magic potions, "specifics "^ 
or aces Sa (only i 


| | i anity, it 
f has providentially saved thousands. 
Its essays on marriage, parentage, 
į adaptation, marital failures, etc., 

are of inestimable value to ail now 


married cr who ever expect to be 
i] The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
A wool "eng, SE ct 
J qu r chromos «6 sbo' 
SSAA origin of life—development of mae 
M 5 PPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
^ Only $1.50 by Mail; Cirenlars Free. 
Address THE RUCH SBEK ER. 
98 Laf"vatt- Place. Naw York. 


CONSULTATION FREE. 
FAIR & SQUARE: NSUE been my TERRE: 
offer during forty years past, 
a pledge made in over half a 
million copies of mye‘ Medi- 
cal Common Sense and Plain 


of a physician of broad and long experience i 
Gesired, is Welcome to state the case to me, in 
erson or by letter, (sending return postage) and 
Twill advise frankly, fully and confidentially, and 
gend, if wanted, my '* Foote-Prints on The Path 
to Health," “pp, E, B, Foote, 122 Lex, Av., NEW YORK. 


annie Um, 
stt Ld lh, 


gentem 
eT 


a 


= Va 
cele, Mental and Physical Debility 
and who are desirous of being cured, & 
booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
Y giving causes and symptoms of the com- 
laints, and a description of the Doctor's 
7 mportant medical discovery—an Out- 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cess, d DR. R, P. FELLOWS,  . 
@ay where you saw thisadvers ~ Vineland, N. Ja 


NOW READ THIS! 
U Dr. Fellows is a starch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
aneutgrowth of this long practice, which shonla 
give confidence to those afflicted — . 


THE TEUTH 


SEEKER. 
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THE NAZARENE PREACHETH A TRAMP DOCTRIN. 
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought, etc. —Matt, vi, 25, 26. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


Proresson Huxuey is still very ill, hav- 
ing just had a relapse. 


Tux American Humane Association sends 
out a strong protest against vivisection in 
publie schools. 


Hespert Spencer has replied, in the 
Fortnightly Review, to Balfour's ** Foun- 
dations of Belief.” 


DANIEL KIRKWOOD, educator and astron- 
omer, died at Riverside, Oal., on June 12. 
He was born in Bladensburg, Md., 81 
years ago. 


EvaxNE V. Dxss and the other A. R. U. 
officials hav returned to jail to serve out 
their terms for contempt, in accordance 
with the decision of the Suprema Court. 


NEwrouNDLAND has effected a loan of 
nearly $3,000,000, which fills her people 
with joy, as it enables her to escape mar- 
riage with Canada for the purpose of pay- 
ing her debts. 


Tue trouble in Cuba is not over, or Spain 
would not decide, as her cabinet has just 
done, to send 25, 7000 more troops to the 
Island and to purchase twenty gunboats 
within two months. 


Maxim has invented and perfected a new 
portable machine gun that oan be made to 
fire 600 shots per minute. A soldier can 
carry it on his back, together with all parta 
duplicated. It is a trenchant argument 
for peace. 


Tux United States circuit court of ap- 
peals, sitting at Richmond, has dissolved 
Judge Goff's injunction in the South Caro- 
lina registration cases, It is held that a 
court of chancery has no jurisdiction in 
matters of a political nature. 


MasvEL Ruiz Zormna, the eminent 
Spanish republican, is dead, passing away 
at Burgos on June 13, He was born in 
Castile in 1839, and has been at the bottom 
of all the republican uprisings in Spain 
since 1876, until recent years. 


Owine to the increase in the price of 
American petroleum, the German Minister 
of Public Works has ordered that at all 
stations where there are gas works all can- 
delabra and track lanterns heretofore 
lighted with petroleum shall be supplied 
with gas, 


Mouserry Bend, New York, with " 
poverty and misery, its vice and crime, i 
a thing of the past. Its wretched old hab- 
itations hav been torn down and the site 
will be ocoupied by buildings more in 
harmony with the demands of an improved 
civilization. 


Tze Prince of Wales is reported to hav 
got himself into disfavor with his pious 
and punctillious mother, He visited the 
Whitsuntide exhibition of paintings at the 
Guildhall. and afterward dined with a city 
sheriff, Victoria told him that he should 
bav observed Whitsuntide byreceiving the 
sacraments of the church, and that as a 
leading member of the church he should 
hav avoided all public functions, 


Tue Tombs prison of this city, where 
accused persons are held awaiting trial, is 
wretchedly crowded, each cell having two 
or three occupants, while there are sleep- 
ing accommodations for only one. But 
there is room in the jail for the building 
of two hundred or more cells, 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND has issued a proc- 
lamation warning Cubans and their sym- 
pathizers against fitting out filibustering 
expeditions in the United States, the same 
being in violation of the neutrality laws. 
As to the progress of the insurrection in 
Cuba, nothing definit is known here. 


GovgRNoRn GREENHALGE, of Massachu- 
setts, vetoed many measures passed by the 
legislativ majority of his party, among 
them a bill exempting old sol iors from 
civil service examinations. He held the 
measure to be class legislation. The legis- 
lature passed it over the veto, but many 
veterans commend the governor’s action. 


A LARGE convention in behalf of free 
silver was recently held in Memphis, The 
Populists were admitted, but against the 
protests of many of the Demooratic lead- 
ers. On the other hand, the Populists of 
Iowa refused to indorse the plan of Qen- 
eral Weaver for a union with the free sil- 
ver Democratsof the state, and denounced 
and repudiated the general himself. 


THERE has recently been a very notable 
race in France. The course was from Paris 
to Bordeaux and return and the contest- 
ants were horseless carriages, to the num- 
ber of nearly one hundred, of almost every 
possible style of construction of petroleum 
and steam vehicle. The contest was suc- 
cessful in every way, the winning Carriages 
making an average speed of nearly fifteen 
miles an hour, 


SxonzTARY oF War Lamont has approved 
one of the plans for the bridge across the 
Hudson river at this city. The plan of the 
Union Bridge Company was the one ap- 
proved, and it was accompanied by a guar- 
antee that the bridge would be built for 
less than $25,000,000. It contemplates a 
clear opening between the pier-heads of 
3,110 feet and a hight of 150 feet in the 
clear above high water, and is to carry six 
tracks on a level. 


Tue Supreme Court of Illinois decides 
that the Distilling and Cattle Feeding 
Company, usually known as the Whisky 
Trust, is an illegal combination in restraint 
of trade. The court holds that corpora- 
tions hav such powers only as are distinctly 
stated in their charters—that what is not 
clearly given is by implication denied, that 
they can own no property that is not 
necessary to carry on the business speci- 
fied in their charters. It is supposed that 
this decision will hav material effect upon 
the Pullman Car Company. 


Tae Board of Police Commissioners of 
New York city hav resolved to rigorously 
and continuously enforce the Sunday excise 
law, although it is evident that the mem- 
bers are personally opposed to the law and 
enforce it only because it is on the statute 
books, The courts are already swamped 
with these excise cases. There are now 
between 6,000 and 7,000 such cases un- 
tried, while the grand jury recently threw 


out 3,000 oases, refusing to indict even on 
the arresting officer’s evidence that there 
had been violation. The new law closing 
barber-shops on Sunday will make this 
Puritanio farce ali the ghastlier. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lora Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Cloth. (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 

this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid 
Bend for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg's 
WOrks 
American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


ÜLLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical aud the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $t. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 
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RIGHT LIVING | 


Ethics as Understooi by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 
fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
u^ Lafayette Place, New "York. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine, 


**'The advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appears in our advertising 
pages. ^* ° Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public, He is ah 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal publio,” 


The subject of the above eulogy olaims 

no oredit as a writer or soholar; his efforts 
in that line are orude, and simply the 
** Musings” of his few idle hours. But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; 
a natural mechanic, art oritic, acute dude 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistio and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ” 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
rates, and his COLONEL INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die-outter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


a Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Oards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Established 1857. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein 
Watch. 

The Ingersoll Sou 
veni" Spo-n. 
The Freethought 
Badge. 


Writes every letter in sight of operator. 


e 
Does most of the work in writing AUTOMAT- 
ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved 
additional work. 
It acts as if it studied the convenience of 
the operator at every turn, and thereby 
lightens his labor and renders him capable 


of doing more. 


It has akuack of keeping well, and is al- 
ways ready at critical or other times. 


These are some of the reasons why it is 
different from all other writing machines. 


The catalogue tells you more about it. 
FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG, CD., 


307 Broadway, New York. 
18t16 
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Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, 1D Cents, For sale at this Office. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 just what its title 1 ARNG with the 
ing whacks at superstition. deals with the 

ect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu...canity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible i is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notareal benefit to man. 

six for $1. 


Price, 20 cents. \ 
ridet Pee THE PHUTH SEEKER 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic dafinitions of theo 
logical terms. Price, 26 cents. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 


Vol. 22. No, 26, { PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } New York, Saturday, June 29, 1895. {28 LAFAYETTE PL.) $3.00 Per Year. 
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BRIDGING THE GULF. 


d 
/ 
BOLITION OF THE Ju- 
SNA DICVAL-RELIGIOUS OATH, 
= IN OUR COUWXS, 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'axxruINKER's Proronran Txx-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
ProroziaL Text-Boox. 


"The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S PIOTORIAL 
Trxt-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Warsox Huston 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—xiv& DOL- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as & portrait-painter and de- 
signer is & wonderful success, and we judge from our own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire . 
a copy of this most wonderful volume,—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and hag done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free. 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprroz Truru Srzxer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bary. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers | 
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For $6.50 we will send Ta Truru SEEKER one year ($8) aud S.P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisa radical Historie Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS oF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
esi thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


rocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPE. CIA L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FUR H.EE-—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF TTS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 

OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated PY WATSON 


HESTON, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


For $5 we willsend Tas TaurH Sezxer one year ($3) and « Paiue's 
great Works OComplete"($8). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru Sxzxza one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Truru Szereg one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed’ in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we wil send Tas Trurs SeeKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Sxxxer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker's Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trora Szexer one year ($8) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tas Trours Srzxer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


; The Freethinker's Badge-pi : 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for 84.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTR 
EEKEB One year for $5. 


The TRUTH . 


TRUTH... The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and '"'naUTB BFEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
Eit bowl S00. more. Address THE TRUTH SEEK OR. 


All are architects of fate . 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
dea: for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Medieval Education. By 
8.8 Laurie, L.L.D. 75cents. . 

English: Psst anu Present By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By S. 
Laing 75 cents, 

Formation o_Vezetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

,hahits By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. . 

Science and Urime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 
Two books in on» volume. 75cents. , . 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Hoiding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and_the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 


, 15 cents . 
Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 
.E..F.L S., with 35 Illustrations. $81. 

Ilusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.E.8., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geo:ogical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
Williams, F.C.S. Two books in one volume 
75 cents. — i 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory, 


By Georez J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to bo of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s & part of 
his conclusion regar zng the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 

." Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . .Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present veneration in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and & terrible force iu ths 
Words ori traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy Go ^ 
lastrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R, B. Westbrook, A.M, 
Price, 10 cents. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Editton 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


Part IL —Hosearchos in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 

Part ilL—Derivation of Christianity; twenty 

Part IV.<Whenes Came the Aryans? Five chap 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Piace New York City. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Br3aiis the story of two young 

irls and & younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natures: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. — . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the ‘Significance 

of its Kise and Iiecline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education; or, The Health- Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organ'sm. Cloth. #1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. ilius. 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth £2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: ?8 Lafayette place, New York. 


Works of W. H, Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatiyely and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. Que 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc, Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


25 Lafayette Place, New York | 28 LAFAWETTE PLACE, New York. 


Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


: TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
. By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


Address “HÉ TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette PI., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfdhe Hreidenker-Biidyer. 


Wir haben folgende Bitdher in 
beutjdjer Sprache, weldhe febr berühmt find: 
,, Die Srrtfümer Mofes, 
Eine Pritifhe Beleud)tung des Dentateud) im 
Sicht ber modernen Weltan- 
fd;auung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirde am Ende 
be8 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents, 


“Moderne Gaitterdimmerung, 
von Gol, N. G, Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


r, sunder und Wunderthiter, / 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents, 


—— 


,, Gíanbe und Sermnjt,^ 
ober LE; BON SENS, 
des rdmifch-Fatolifden Driefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzdfifden überfebt von 
Fraulein UWnna Knoop, 

501 Seiten, Sein mand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bider find in Papier-Umfdlag und 
flarem Drud. Unfere beut(djen Lefer 
folltem fte weit verbreiten. 


Man adveffive, “The Truth Seeker," 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
Philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. Dy D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
thereality of divine revelation. Decidedly tlie 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


[he Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, lteply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, "he Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, ‘I'he Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
on $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis ef Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the carth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. Ii describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying 872 pages, being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison ut Albany. In cloth, 83 per vol- 
nme.or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Jeeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 

ho prira of each 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 
By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Prina 95 nanta 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 
A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN, 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 
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SATURDAY. . JUNE 29, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION 


Single subscription, in advance.... 
One subscription two years. in advance 
Two new subscribers...........- 
One subscription with one new subsoriber. inone remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new sabgoribers; in one remit- 

tance 


RATES: 


n TIPTPPPPPP 


a a aT ..cccrcriccsssccrscccsecscses A T E 8 50 
One subsoription with four new subsoribers, in one remit- 
tanor. .. ——— 
Any number over five at ‘the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance, 


Money should de sent by express company’s money order, 
Postal order, draft on New York, or dy registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, oheoks, post-oftce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name And address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


A Cabinet Officers Ignorance and Superstition. 


On June 12, Hilary A. Herbert, Secretary of the 
Navy, delivered an address to the students of the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College at Auburn, 
Ala. His speech was the “feature” of the com- 
mencement exercises. Here is one of the gems 
formed in the laboratory of his official brain, and 
which rolled from his oracular lips on this occasion: 

‘There are now, as there hav been in the past, men 
who, like Robert G. Ingersoll, would tear forever from 
the heart of man all of Ohristian hope and leave him to 
contemplate in blank dismay the remediless inequality of 
human conditions, who would rob the grief-stricken widow 
and orphan of the consolations of religion. Tom Paine 
thought a hundred years ago that his ‘Age of Reason’ 
was to free mankind, as Ingersoll now claims he is doiug, 
from what they call the cruel superstitions of Ohristian- 
ity; but Paine’s ‘Age of Reason’ has taken its place upon 
the book shelf among the dusty volumes of forgotten lit- 
erature, where Ingersoll’s lectures will mold, while Ohris- 
tianity is conquering the world.” 

Did the gentleman deliver this sermon as a plain 
citizen of Alabama, or is it the ex cathedra utter- 
ance of the United States Secretary of the Navy! 
The answer to the question is to be found in the 
reply to another question: Did the college author- 
ities invite the man Hilary A. Herbert to deliver 
the address, or was it the Secretary of the Navy 
whom they made the drawing card of the commence: 
ment exercises? Of course there is but one an- 
swer—it was the Secretary who was asked and 
advertised. We affirm that he, an official of the 
federal government speaking publicly, was forbid- 
den by the spirit if not by the letter of the Consti- 
tution to take sides in a religious contention. As 
a member of the Cabinet, his duties are secular, not 
ecclesiastical, and while it is true that, in the strict- 
est technical sense, he did not speak as the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, nevertheless it was the Secretary 
of the Navy who spoke, and it is the Secretary of 
the Navy who will be quoted by the religious ora- 
tors, editors, and pamphleteers. 

As for the assertions themselvs, they show that 
Mr. Herbert is grossly superstitious, unable to rea- 
son clearly and logically, and uninformed in matters 
of current literature and polemics. When he talks 
of the “ remediless inequality of human conditions,” 
and deduces from that inequality the necessity of the 
belief in compensation in another world, he forgets 
that, according to the creed of the Christian, the 
God who has done so unequally for his children on 


this earth is the same God who is to ba trusted to 
do so much better for them in another stata of ex- 
istence. Why should we think that he will? We 
generally prophesy a man’s future from his past, 
and assuredly in all reason we cannot discard the 
rule in the case of God, for to do go is to say that 
the “unchangeable,” who “altereth not,” who “is 
the same, yesterday, to-day, and forever,” is less 
consistent than weak, vacillating, circumstance- 
driven man. Has Mr. Herbert overlooked the fur- 
ther fact that, if orthodoxy be true, the only “ con- 
solation” that the vast majority of the human race 
will find, after life here is over, is the certainty 
that the “justice” of God is supplementing their 
miseries on earth with the eternal tortures of hell? 
How comforting such a belief as orthodox Chris- 
tianity must. be to the believing mother whose son 
has just died “unsaved” or whose companion 
is an Infidel ! 

It is clear that Mr. Herbert is wholly uninformed 
concerning the progress of thought in the age in 
which he livs; if he were not he would never hav 
made the rash assertions he did regarding the “Age 
of Reason.” We cannot do better than to quote 
here from the correction of his wild mistakes which 
George E. Macdonald sent to the World and which 
that journal printed : 

** The secretary said that Paine'a ‘Age of Reason’ had 
taken its place upon the book-shelf ‘among the dusty 
volumes of forgotten literature.’ That is distinctly un- 
true. The work is still standard, and to-day has a larger 
sale not only than any reply ever written to it but prob- 
ably exceeding that of any distinotivly religious work 
except the Bible. If Secretary Herbert were in touch 
with the literary world he would know that the Putnams 
now hav the writings of Thomas Paine, including the 
‘Age of Reason,’ in press; that these writings, edited by 
Moncure D. Conway, are issuing in a four-volume edi- 
tion, and that his ‘Life,’ by Mr. Conway, is one of the 
most important biographies of the last decade, as the 
testimony of the reviewers will prove. Had Mr. Herbert 
been totally ignorant of the subject upon which he spoke 
he could not hav made a greater error thau he did; had 
he designed to misrepresent the faets he could not hav 
been more successful. Whatever the source or motiv of 
his address so far as it had reference to the matter here 
discussed, it must giv well-informed persons an ill im- 
pression of the Secretary of the Navy, and I very much 
doubt if mistake or misrepresentation will be of auy ad- 
vantage to him as & defender of the faith. Our govern- 
ment officials should speak very respectfully of Paine, 
for he was one of the fathers of the republic, and as such 
was instrumental in providing them with places.” 

The fact about the “Age of Reason” is that its 
sale is constantly increasing and that more copies 
were sold last year than in any previous year. We 
are mailing eight for one dollar to as many different 
addresses. Some person having the proper mission- 
ary spirit should see to it that Secretary Herbert is 
not forgotten in the general distribution. 


So Far, Kentucky’s Judges Are Ahead. 
The readers of Tus Truru Seeger hav not for 
gotten the very admirable decision of Judge Parker, 
of Lexington, in the Moore blasphemy case, in the 
summer of 1894. The opinion was well-reasoned, 
clear, and to the point. We reproduce one para- 
graph: 

** Blasphemy is a crime grown from the same parent 
stem as apostasy and heresy. It is one of a class of 
offenses designed for the same general purpose, the fos- 
tering and protection of a religion accepted by the state 
as the true religion, whose precepts and tenets it was 
thought all good subjects should observe. Iu the code of 
laws of a country enjoying absolute religious freedom 
there is no place for the common-law crime of blasphemy. 
Unzuited to the spirit of the age, its enforcement would 
be in contravention of the constitution of this state, and 
this crime must be considered a stranger to the laws of 
Kentucky.” 

A few days ago, two judges of Louisville heard 
together some cases growing out of the attempt to 


enforce the Sunday laws of Kentucky. Both held 
the law to be unconstitutional, although their rea- 
soning followed different lines and their opinions 
were filed separately. The American Sentinel 
BAyB : 

**'The ease at bar arose under section 1,303 of the code 
of the state, which prohibits Sunday liquor-selling, under 
penalty of a fine of from $10 to $50 for each offense, but, 


by agreement, the.case was so briefed as to include also 


section 1,321, which forbids secular labor or business on 
Sunday, ‘ except ordinary household offices or other works 
of necessity or charity, and work required inthe mainte- 
nance or operation of a ferry, skiff, or steamboat, or steam 
or street railway,’ or by ‘persons who are members of & 
religious society who observe as a Sabbath any other day 
of the week but Sunday.’ The penalty for a violation of 
this section is a fine of from $2 to $50 for each offense.” 


Judge William L. Jackson, of the circuit court, 
declared that the statute was unconstitutional in 
that it was violative of section 59 of the constitu- 
tion of 1890, which provides that “in all cases where 
a general law can be made applicable no special law 
shall be passed.” Reasoning from this, Judge 
Jackson concludes that any statute which forbids a 
particular business on Sunday, or imposes & heavier 
penalty for selling one commodity than for selling 
others, is unconstitutional and of no effect, but he 
thinks that a general Sunday law would be consti- 
tutional. We must beg leave to differ. A law appli- 
cable to but one day of the week is clearly a special 
law, and must inevitably be a discrimination in 
favor of certain individuals and against others. 
There is no necessity for laws making that a crime 
or misdemeanor on Sunday which is not equally a 
crime or misdemeanor on the other days of the 
week. Neither is there any justice in them. 

Judge Charles G. Richie of the county court held 
that the exceptions under Section 1321, and in par- 
ticular that exempting * members of a religious so- 
ciety who observe as a Sabbath any other day in 
the week,” brand the law as religious, and there- 
fore in violation of Section 5 of the Bill of Rights, 
which says “that no human authority ought in any 
case whatever to control or interfere with the rights 
of conscience; and that no preference shall ever be 
given by law to any religious societies or modes of 
worship.” That is getting down to bed rock, but 
is Judge Richie entirely consistent when he givs 
the opinion that a general Sunday law without ex- 
emptions would be constitutional? How could a 
law which sets apart a day held tobe sacred by a 
portion of the people, and punishes as criminals 
others who do not believe it to be sacred, be consti- 
tutional? Certainly it would not be just. How- 
ever, the decisions of Judges Richie and Jackson 
help somewhat to clear the legal atmosphere and to 
hasten the day when Kentucky must either giv up 
all Sabbath statutes or adopt a law without excep- 
tions. In the latter event, popular discontent will 
be widened and intensified, and, we hope, made 
effectiv for the extirpation of all such iniquitous 
legislation. 

Turn we now to Minnesota. Our readers hav 
been informed of the attempt of the Sabbatarians 
to prevent the Sunday playing of base-ball in St. 
Paul. The amusement has been enjoined. That 
tells the story. The injunction was granted on the 
“rest” pretext. Why, you say, base-ball playing is 
recreation, not work, as we define recreation and 
work; how could the court hold that the need of 
rest should operate to prevent the indulgence in 
amusement on Sunday? Easy enough, we assure 
you. If so many people were not fooled by the 
“rest” pretense there would be no danger in the 
vociferations and plottings of the Sundayites; that 
bubble must be persistently pricked, just as Tae 
Trura Seexzer is constantly pricking it, or else the 
most oppressiv of Sabbath laws will be fastened on 
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every state in the Union, and enforced. Sunday 
laws of ail kinds must go; there can be neither 
liberty nor safety while any remain. The St. Paul 
correspondent of the American Sentinel relates 
the particulars of the fight which has ended in the 
defeat of the citizen by the priest. This was the 
position of the defenders of ball playing: 

** The case was argued, the defense giving evidence, as 
set forth in the complaint itself, that the playing of the 
game only upon Sunday was sought to be enjoined, while 
such games were played upon other days of the week, there- 
fore it was argued as being an effort to prevent Sabbath- 
breaking, a matter of which the court had no equitable 
cognizance; and thatif a nuisance at all is being com- 
mitted it is as much so on one day as another, and that 
the relief demanded evidenced the fact that these acts did 
not constitute à nuisance per se." 

That is sound and unanswerable reasoning; the 
defense is perfectly valid. The answer of the 
prosecution was that the gatherings on Sunday 
were more, objectionable than those on week days, 
and also. that all such assemblages are less disturb- 
inr on the days when all members of the house- 
hold are engaged in their regular secular vocations. 
The court reviewed these points, but said that he 
was not disposed io rest his decision on such 
* narrow grounds." And what were the supposedly 

broad grounds upon which he did rest it? He 
BAyB: 

** From the earliest time in this country, one day in the 
week for rest and tranquility has been every where recog- 
nized as an absolute right of the citizen who may desire 
to avail himself of such immunity from toil and business 
cares, and this right has been again and again recognized, 
established, and confirmed by express statute, by the 
setting aside of the seventh day for such purpose, invali- 
dating all contracts attempted to be made thereon and 
inhibiting all manner of work save only that of charity 
and necessity. The citizen may spend the day as he will, 
provided he does not disturb his neighbor, and courts of 
equity wil not interfere, but his right to a quiet and 
restful day must not be invaded." 

Would the judge enjoin the ringing of church 
bells on the same ground that he enjoined the play- 
ing of base-ball? And yet will not the bells « dis- 
turb” more people by far than the ball playing 
will? Mind you, the injunction is not granted on 
the ground that the ball-game is a nuisance, for a 
nuisance is the same all days of the week, and the 
plaintiffs did not seek to stop it on other days than 
Sunday, which shows that the crusade was a wholly 
religious one. Perhaps one-tenth of the people of 
St. Paul attend church services on Sunday, and that 
a part of these may hav their way all the other resi- 
dents of the city may be incommoded. Of the ten 
per cent who do go to church, is it reasonable to 
suppose that more than one in two hundred would 
be, while at church or at home, within sound of 
the ball grounds? How could the 199 be “ dis- 
turbed,” in the proper meaning of the word, by the 
ball playing? What the judge means is that the 
church zealots would be disturbed in their minds 
by the thought that other people were enjoying 
themselvs on Sunday in ways not approved by said 
zealots. That is all there is in the judge’s pain- 
fully labored argument. Here is a little more of 
the learned opinion : 

“ Meetings of the character complained of, and con- 
tinued for months to come, must necessarily, for the time 
being, disturb the peace and quietude of the home, and 
must, to use the statutory definition of nuisance, consti- 
tute ‘an obstruction to the free use of property so as to 
interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life and 


property.’ ” 

This argument, honestly and impartially applied 
on all days alike, would stop all noisy outdoor 
games, and the running of trains as well, and put 
mufflers on the wheels of carts and trucks. But the 
argument lacks the element of sincerity, so far as it 
is concurred in by the activ promoters of Sunday 
legislation, for they are just as eager to shut the 
doors of theaters and opera-houses on Sunday as 
they are to stop ball-playing, although we all know 
that no one can be actually “disturbed” by the 
entertainments and music in the theaters and opera- 
houses. The fear of rivals is the real cause of the 
crusade of church people against Sunday amuse- 
ments and their contributory work. Mr. Phelps, 
the correspondent of the Sentinel, referring to the 
last-quoted plea of the judge, says: “All of this 
was contradicted as a matter of fact by property. 


owners upon all sides, who would crowd windows 
and balconies every day, Sundays and all (unless 
with some few possible exceptions), in order that 
they might watch the progress of the games.” 
Who that knows the modern man and woman can 
doubt the truth of this statement? Take down 
your legal barriers, put up at the instigation of 
priests, and let the people enjoy themselvs, serene 
in the consciousness that liberty will do all that can 


be done to civilize mankind. 
————— 


Plans and Work of the Enemy. 

The National Reform Association (God-in-the- 
Constitution party) held its annual convention in 
Denver on June 3d and 4th. The mayor delivered 
the address of welcome. (Query for those Liberals 
who think there is * no danger”: Would the mayor 
of Denver—or the mayor of any other city—deliver 
the address of welcome on behalf of the city to & 
convention of the Freethought Federation, organ- 
ized to preserve the secular Constitution that the 
National Reformers are seeking to pervert or de- 
stroy?) The usual questions were discussed, but Dr. 
Wells introduced & new subject, arguing that the 
giving of sureties for public officials, contractors, 
and others, was forbidden by the Bible and was 
detrimental to morality, in that it weakened char- 
acter and conveyed to the public the impression 
that a good surety was of more w:rth than a good 
character in the official for whom the surety was 
provided. There is much truth in the observation, 
but what are the people to do, with so many ardent 
Christians aspiring for public and responsible posi- 
tions? The tax-payers and depositors must hav 
some security, and especially now when the National 
Reform Association and its allies are teaching the 
young men and women that character is worthless 
in the face of temptation, that they must depend 
upon statute law to keep them sober and virtuous, to 
prevent them from becoming corrupted by reading 
bad books and gazing upon bad pictures, to insure 
their attending church on Sunday, and to keep them 
from wasting their money and blunting their moral 
faculties by patronizing games of hazard. We are 
not writing sarcastically nor with the intention of 
defaming our opponents. In all seriousness we say 
that the instruction now being imparted, by pre- 
cept and example, to the youth of the country is 
demoralizing in the extreme. They are taught by 
all the agencies that the moralistic paternalists can 
command to giv up reliance upon themselvs, to look 
to the priest-guided state for truth, honesty, and 
moral rectitude, to stop developing character and be- 
gin packing caucusses and legislativ committees. 

Does some one think this an unjust judgment ? 
In the report in the Christian Reformer in which 
we find the summary of Dr. Wells’ address, it 
is stated that when he sat down “an important prac- 
tical question was asked "; this question was *: with 
reference to the method whereby the state is to de- 
termin the application of these or any other Bible 
texts in the sphere of public life.” The italics are 
ours. There is to be no limit, you see, to the im. 
position of the majority’s interpretation of the 
Bible upon the dissenting minority.- Any doctrin 
may be enforced by law, even though it involves the 
stoning to death of the Sabbath- breaker, a Ja Levit- 
icus. It is simply a question of legislativ majori- 
ties; the Constitution, amended as contemplated by 
the theocrats, would no longer hold the ambitious 
and unscrupulous Christian party in check. Wit- 
ness what follows: 


**'The inquiry was made whether or not the Supreme 
Court would need to be composed of theologians. In 
reply it was maintained that the whole difficulty in this 
matter is wholly imaginary. Such matters would not 
come in the first instance before the Supreme Court, but 
before the lawmaking body. [Weshalldiscover presently 
what is the Supreme Court of the theocrats.] Any mem- 
ber of such a body who wishes to bring before it any 
measure relating to a question of morals, would introduce 
it in the form of a bill, just as is now done in all cases in 
all legislativ bodies." 


Said we not that the young are to be spared the 
necesrity of developing a character? Their morals 
are to come to them ready made by a committee of 
politicians who are chiefly anxious to keep their 
fences in repair by voting for whatever they think 
the noisiest faction of their constituents want, just 


as the lawmakers of to-day swap votes with their 
fellow members to get through their pet measures 
80 that they can go home at the end of the session 
and * point with pride” to their records! What a 
rich field for the legislativ farmer would be the state 
that recognized the infinit number of moral prob- 
lems as fit subjects for legislation, and particularly 
if they were to be referred to the Bible for final ad- 
judication! Yes, that is it—the Bible is the theo- 
crat’s Supreme Court. Listen: 

“If the Bible were recognized by the state as of su- 
preme authority in political affairs, appeal could be made 
to it in settling any moral issue that might arise." 

The passage seems to carry its own comment in 
letters of blinding intensity of illumination. And 
yet the Protestant ministers of Denver and vicinity 
welcome the National Reform Association and giv 
it all the aid they can. During May Rev. H. H. 
George did much preparatory work in and about 
the capital of Colorado, and the Christian Reformer 
says that he found but one minister in all the places 
visited who was indifferent to the movement, and 
he was not acquainted with it! 

The British Columbia Conference unanimously 
adopted the report of its resolutions committee: 

‘*This document binds the conference and church to 
work as 8 unit toward securing legislation making it ille- 
gal to conduct excursions by rail or water on Sunday, to 
engage in hunting, fishing, or boating on that day; to 
engage in any game of ball or kindred sport, and to ride 
for the purpose of pleasure in any hack, sleigh, baggy, 
or other public vehicle, or to operate or patronize any 
Sunday street car.” 

At West Salem, Ill., on May 20th, J. F. Rothrock, 
a Seventh-Day Adventist, was arrested for keeping 
his store open on Sunday. As there is no state 
law against open stores he was prosecuted under a 
local ordinance and convicted. There can be no 
doubt that such ordinances are unconstitutional, as 
any one may see who will take the trouble to read 
Article II. of the Illinois Bill of Rights. 

In Maryland, at Church Hill, a Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist, Robert R. Whaley, is serving a thirty 
days’ sentence in jail for working in his garden on 
Sunday. How that reverberant employment must 
hav “disturbed the peace and quiet” of his Meth- 
odist neighbors! Mr. Whaley is a carpenter, and 
for some time has been losing two days each week 
from his work, as he was building a house in the 
country and did not return until Friday night. Of 
course, as & conscientious believer in the Bible Sab- 
bath, he kept that, and quietly worked in his garden 
on the first day of the week. He was formerly & 
Methodist, and it is to be presumed that the penalty 
he has now to pay may be regarded as his punish- 
ment for heresy. He is a poor man and has a wife 
and seven small children. This is his second term 
for “Sabbath breaking.” Regarding such crimes 
as this, and general Sabbath laws, Die Rundschau, a 
German Lutheran paper of Chicago, tersely and 
truly says, **'The most precious liberty of our coun- 
try is at stake.” 

Some one said to us recently that no church, as 
a church, had indorsed the Sabbatarian and kin- 
dred crusades. We answered that the Reformed 
Pregbyterian church (Covenanters) unqualifiedly 
indorsed every movement of this kind. Now comes 
the Presbyterian church of the United States of 
America (the main body of the Presbyterians, own- 
ing in 1890 untaxed church property to the amount 
of $74,455,200), at its recent assembly in Pittsburg, 
and adopts this resolution: “ We heartily commend 
all Sunday legislation designed to protect the 
Christian Sabbath as a day of rest and worship.” 
It is unquestionably true that all the Protestant de- 
nominations, with the exception of the Seventh Day 
Adventists and Baptists, and the Unitarians, oc- 
cupy the same position, and the authority of the 
Roman hierarchy will soon be found supporting such 
legislation. In fact, as already noted, the Pope in- 
dorses the movement in France, and in this country 
many of the foremost men in that church are act- 
ivly at work for Sunday laws. 

In Manitoba, Robert Watt, an Adventist, was 
arrested for hauling rails on Sunday. 

The Law Enforcement Society of this city is hot 
on the trail of violators of Sunday laws. It tells 
the officials that it is as much & crime to conceal & 
crime as it is to commit it. But who, except a 
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bigot or an ignoramus, would say that shaving a 
man on Sunday is a crime? By the way, is it not 
worth thinking about that all these “Law and 
Order Leagues,” “ Law Enforcement Societies,” and 
the rest of the unclean brood, are formed for the 
purpose of compelling observance of statutes and 
ordinances that are adapted only to children in the 
nursery, none of them to secure obedience to laws 
that take cognizance of real invasions of the indi- 
vidual? 

In New Orleans the Sunday law is being as 
rigidly enforced ag it can be, with all but one or 
two of the recorders (justices) of the city opposed 
to its execution. 

The law provides that only mule and steam cars 
can be operated. Since it was adopted, the super- 
stition-killing trolley has come in, and now the op- 
ponents of the law will try to make it operativ 
against the electric cars, hoping to render the stat- 
ute nugatory in this way. A large fund has been 
raised to fight the case in the courts. Recorder 
Willitt, who has paroled all violators of the law 
brought before him, writes to the superintendent 
of police, suggesting that he try conclusions with 
the electric companies. The sixteenth century sur- 
vivals would hav a hard row to hoe if a consider- 
able number of justices and judges should develop 
the good sense and independence manifested by 
Recorder Willitt. 


One Decision Reached. 

In the Topeka Capital of the 18th inst. we find 
this paragraph : 

** Judge Foster, of the United States District Court, 
yesterday overruled a motion to quash the indictment 
against J. B. Wise, a Clay county Freethinker, who, dur- 
ing a controversy with H. B. Vennum, of Industry, 
quoted a verse from the Bible on a postal card and sent it 
to Vennum. The latter was angry, and had Wise ar- 
rested on the charge of sending obscene matter through 
the mails. Adolph Bierck, attorney for the defendant, 
asked that the indictment be quashed, on the ground that 
if a part of the Bible is obscene the entire book is, and 
cannot, therefore, be sent through the mails, The mo- 
tion was submitted by briefs.” 


Up to date the United States District Attorney 
has not notified the attorney here as to the dispo- 
sition of the case, but assuming that the Capital's 
information is correct, the case will now go to the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeal, which sits 
in St. Louis next October. Judge Foster will not 
be a part of that court. 

The appeal wil be a costly affair, and we hope 
Mr. Wise's friends will come to his aid with sub- 
stantial assistance. It will be worth a great deal 
to get a decision of a court of authority whether 
the Christians’ “sacred " book is an obscene volume 
or not. Down in Peru lately the customs officials 
held a lot of “ Protestant” Bibles, because they con- 
sidered it a book of “immoral tendency,” the cus- 
toms Officials being Roman Catholics. The courts 
finally overruled them, but that whole matter was a 
sectarian fight. Mr. Wise's case, however, is on its 
merits, with no sectarianism in it. If the Court of 
Appeal shall sustain Judge Foster, then, according 
to the decisions in the Bennett and other cases, the 
« Holy Bible" is an unmailable book. That will be 
a fine fix for the Christians to be in. 


In Cincinnati the Germans are making a con- 
certed attempt to liberalize the Sunday Jaws of that 
city. They ask that the people be permitted to 
hav the afternoon of the day in common with the 
priests, while the latter are given a monopoly of 
the forenoon. The request is a very moderate one, 
but nevertheless it has sufficed to drive the Sab- 
batarians almost frantic; they are fairly white with 
anger, and are fulminating night and day against 
the threatened loss of a small part of their special 
privileges. This should convince our friends of the 
German Liberal League that they might as well de- 
mand all their rights as a fraction of them. The 
church will fight to the death against the smallest 
concession, and it can do no more than that if 
equal liberty is asked for at all times. Quite pos- 
sibly it is good politics in Cincinnati, as elsewhere, 
to ask for and take—when it can be taken—even a 
very small slice from the loaf of freedom, but we 


should never dream of making the request for that 
slice the full measure of our demands, The whole: 
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loaf belongs to us in right, and sooner or later it 
must be in our possession, and so we shall insist 
that the clerical robber giv up his booty, every 
crumb. As a cleric, he has no rights; as a man, he 
has equal rights with his fellow-citizens, no more. 
For particulars of the Cincinnati struggle, see the 
letter of Mr. Light, among the “ Friendlies.” 
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Henry Thurber, private secretary of President 
Oleveland, makes haste to declare that the story 
that his chief went fishing on Sunday is “an abso- 
lute falsehood.” We suppose that Mr. Thurber is 
so emphatie because he thinks that fishing on Sun- 
day is wrong, not because he objects to fishing. 
But the only valid objection to fishing on Sunday 
or any other day is the pain thereby produced, at 
the expense of the fishes, and we hav never learned 
that these vietims suffer less on the other days of 
the week than they do on Sunday. This is merely 
another instance in which the church moralists hav 
inverted the moral code. It is a deadly sin, deserv- 
ing of hell, to “desecrate” the twenty-four hours 
that intervene between Saturday and Monday by 
holding a pole over a stream of water, but it is all 
right to tear the mouths of the fishes to pieces with 
hooks on Saturday or Monday. What should we do 
for a moral guide if we lost the church? 


The Kentucky court of appeals holds the law prohibit- 
ing the sale of liquor on Sunday to be unconstitutional. 
A man was arrested for selling liquor on Sunday, con- 
trary to the provisions of the statute. He was fined, and 
he thereupon appealed to the higher court, which holds 
the statute to be in contravention of the Constitution, be- 
cause it is class legislation. It maintains that the whisky 
seller cannot be discriminated against; that the statute to 
be eftectiv must be general in its application; that the 
police power is not higher than the Constitution. There- 
fore, according to the opinion, a liquor dealer has all the 
rights of any other merchant, and if the state would sup- 
press the Sunday sale of liquor it must do so under a 
Statute which forbids the sale on Sunday of everything." 
— Galveston News. 

The Kentucky court is undeniably right. All 
such legislation is class legislation, and, as such, 
within the inhibition of the Constitution. Cannot 
the barbers of this state and of California, where 
special laws against them hav lately been enacted, 
take a hint from the decision of the Kentucky 
court of appeals and carry suits to the highest tri- 
bunals of their own states? In the same category 
of class legislation belong the new Massachusetts 
statutes against theatrical entertainments, which 
directly exempt sacred concerts, and, inferentially, 
all Sunday services of the churches. These statutes 
are unconstitutional. Get them affirmed to be such 
by the higher courts, and a staggering blow has 
been given Sabbatarian inquisitors. It is their plan 
to blanket us piece by piece with Sunday laws. De- 
feat them on their chosen ground, and see how long 
the people will submit to universal Sunday statutes, 
impartially enforced. The Sunday fight is on Vow. 
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** Preaching has been shown not to be enough. Homes 
must be gone into and the people taught how to liv. By 
transforming home levels and making church work more 
practical, many more wi)l be brought into sympathy with 
the churches than hav been heretofore.” —Rev. Dr. Phil- 
pott. 

The more people learn how to liv comfortably the 
less they will care for the church. This is admit- 
ted on all hands by Christian ministers and editors, 
who often tell us that it is in adversity that the sin- 
ner turns to God; that “hard times " are the times 
when the revival flourishes, and observation satisfies 
us that the assertion is well based. As to church 
agents going into homes and teaching people 
* how to liv,” we should say that there is some im- 
pudence and a small amount of misdirected effort 
in such labor. We venture the guess that they will 
generally confine their attention to the homes of 
the very poor and helpless, as other “slummers ” 
are in the habit of doing. To be told how to liv by 
the emissaries of men who are doing all they can to 
force people by law to liv as they, the clergy, de- 
mand that they shall, is carrying audacity to the 
extreme limit, and self-respecting and independent 
householders are very likely to teach these officious 
instructors some quite pertinent and timely lessons 
in manners. It is bad enough to hav the represent- 
ativs of the law, prodded on by the clerics, come: 
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meddling in matters that in no way concern them; 
but when to this affliction is added the visitation of 
a horde of unofficial minions of the same clerics, 
the citizen may readily be excused if he does some 
very vigorous kicking that is other than metaphor- 
ical. i 


NECEM ERE ER ee 

Rev. Dr. James M. Philpott, of the Lenox Avenue 
Union church (Disciple) of this city, began on Sun- 
day evening, June 2d, a series of twenty-minute 
sermons on “Some Things to Think About,” the 
first of the series being, “Is Protestantism a Fail- 
ure in New York City ?” (One of the things to think 
about is that & minister should find it advantageous 
to cut his sermons down to twenty minutes in 
length.) Dr. Philpott said that if the question 
means, “ Does Protestantism reach all classes of 
the people? then it is a failure. If it means, Does 
it do the work it ought to do? then, too, it is a 
failure.” But he thought that, nevertheless, it is not 
a failure. Numerically speaking, the Evangelical 
churches together stand where they did ten years 
ago. Then he added: 

**'The numerical test of growth is a poor one. It is un- 
certain, because you can’t judge the strength of a church 
by its numbers. If in ten years a church stands in mem- 
bership just where it stood before, the deaths just bal- 
anced by new members, it has done a great deal, consid- 
ering this age of corruption and Infidelity, in which 
non-churchgoing among the children of Protestants has 
become fashionable.” 

From which it appears that this minister thinks 
that perhaps Protestants may consider themselvs 
lucky if they do no worse than lose relativly to the 
total gain in population, as they might lose abso- 
lutely in membership. The gentleman is easily 
satisfied. The Freethinker might well object to 
his coupling “corruption and Infidelity,” but 
that long since became a habit with the clergy, 
and it is too much to expect any general reforma- 
tion just yet; only the better class of ministers are 
prepared to concede that disbelief in miracles and 
repugnance to the dogma of eternal punishment do 
not necessarily imply exceptional depravity of 
nature. Time and experience will convince the 
fairer minded among them that a man may 
believe that his fellows are too good to be 
damned or that God is too good to damn them, and 
yet not be ready to rob widows and orphans or cut 
throats at the first opportunity. 
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It is probable that there are hundreds if not 
thousands of editors of local papers in this country 
who are Liberal in their views, if not actually In- 
fidel to the old theology. How much they could 
do to spread the light and check the aggressions of 
the ecclesiastics if they but had the courage of 
their convictions! Of course the main reason why 
they do not speak out is the fear that their ortho- 
dox subscribers and advertisers would starve them 
out of business. This keeps them, as a rule, not 
only from expressing their Own views on many 
questions, but puts a great taboo on the discussion 
of those questions in their columns. Now, we hav 
never believed that this fear of boycotting was very 
well founded. There are a few local editors who 
open their columns to their correspondents and a 
lesser number who speak out editorially, and yet 
they appear to be as prosperous as more timorous 
publishers, local conditions being approximately 
equal. A case in point is that of the Sunday Gaz- 
etteer, published at Denison, Texas, by Mr. B. C. 
Murray. The editor says what he thinks about re- 
ligion and about the encroachments of the church, 
while his correspondents represent all phases of 
theological belief. The Gazetteer seems to hava 
pretty good advertising patronage and we presume 
that Mr. Murray does much job work at his power 
printing-house. In its issue of June 9th the Gaz- 
etteer has no less than eleven articles touching vari- 
ous aspects of religious questions, including unadul-. 
terated Infidelity by the editor, a Jewish rabbi's. 
view of the crucifixion of Jesus, a Universalist's 
plea for his faith, and a G. A. R. Catholic chaplain's 
reply to his A. P. A. critics. Mr. Murray’s leading 
article is a long and scholarly examination of a 
Christian minister’s defense of the New Testament 
account of Jesus’s career. Such a paper is what. 
we would call an honorable representativ of the free 
local press. Freethinking captains of local news-: 
paper craft! cannot you sail your vessels as fear-, 
lessly and safely as B. C. Murray does the Sunday: 
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News and Notes. 


Wonderful and many are the mountain and sea 

views in the glorious land of Wales. I can scarcely 
describe the ever-varying prospects unfolding in 
sunlight and mist and cloud. Immense hills, cul- 
tivated to the very top, sweep away in the vast dis- 
tance; lovely vales intervene, beautiful villages 
and ancient dwellings contrasting with the pomp 
and pride and circumstance of modern life, which 
now overflow these once wild and untrodden re- 
gions. Wales is a favorit place of resort for the 
fashion and wealth of England. Llandudno is an 
elegant seaside city, with superb hotels and resi- 
dences, a delightful beach, exquisit expanses of 
water, and rugged surroundings. The coaching 
tours, however, are the supreme thing, with the 
*: tally-ho,” the four-horse stage, with seats on. high, 
as if you were riding on the roof of a house. It is 
an illuminating voyage through the air almost, I 
might say. I could take only two of them, as my 
time was short. I arrive at Llandudno from Liv- 
erpool, Wednesday, May 29th, at noon, and imme- 
diately take the trip through Synchant Pass to 
Penmaen Mawr. We travel through the old town 
of Conway, about five miles distant, and view the 
ruins of its once magnificent castle, which for ages 
has towered upon this historic coast. With melan- 
choly grandeur it greets the sun of today. It 
givs a noble idea of the massiv structures of the 
old fighting times, when war was the normal con- 
dition of humanity. It would seem impossible to 
take this castle by storm, so impregnable are its 
defenses, so strong its towers and walls, protected 
by precipitous shores and frowning hills. One can 
imagin how things were in those tumultuous and 
bloody eras, now forever gone, with their glory and 
their chivalry. Beyond Conway we sweep into an 
amphitheater of magnificent hills, variegated with 
the splendor of modern thrift and invention. Every 
inch of ground is apparently used for man’s benefit. 
The are no waste places. Even the Synchant Pass 
makes pasture for the wandering herds and flocks. 
It presents a grand and romantic appearanca as we 
plunge down its tremendous grade. The coaches 
here, however, don’t go with the thundering whirl 
of our Californian stages. They put on the brakes 
in Wales, while in California they bid “ farewell to 
every fear,” and urge the horses to a re- 
sounding gallop. People are more slow and cau- 
tious on this side, and the traveler does not feel 
every moment as if he were launching into eter- 
nity. After Synchant Pass we come to the charm- 
ing village of Dwygyfylchi—pronounce it if you can, 
I can’t. It is as much as I can do to spell it. 
Near by is the Fairy Glen, where, for the moment, 
as you gaze through the forest arcades and into the 
tumbling waters, one seems to be a thousand miles 
from civilization. On top of the huge hill which 
encircles the glen is the * Druids’ Circle,” an ancient 
temple of worship, one of the most remarkable re- 
mains of the dim and mystic past. The coach con- 
tinues on to Penmaen Mawr, where the mountains 
reach down close to the sea, and where the sea 
stretches away with magnificent and ever-changing 
illuminations, sweeping to the horizon, or framed 
in with outlines of the vast and rugged coast. We 
return by a different route, where equally pleasing 
and exhilaraüng pictures adorn the pathway. In the 
evening thousands of tourists swarm along the 
sands or on the great pier. 
The lights flare in a wide semicircle, the moun- 
tains glimmer in the dusky sky, the waters fling 
back the glow, and a scene of beauty and animation 
flows on until midnight. The morning hour is 
equally enchanting. The sun flashes over the sur- 
rounding pinnacles, the splendid buildings appear 
in gorgeous ranks, while the children and dogs and 
donkeys gather on the beach, and everybody seems 
to be in a mood of careless festivity, in unison with 
the magnificence of earth and sky. 

My second day’s drive is to Bettws-y-Cord. We 
leave at 10 o’clock in the morning, and return at 6 
in the evening. It is a forty-one-mile journey, and 
the same vast and wonderful views constantly 
charm the eye, only they are not really the same, 
for our road lies in a different direction. Again we 
see the old castle of Conway, Queen Elizabcth’s 
palace, * Peas Mawr;" the Suspension and Tubular 
bridges, the Estuary and Carnarvonshire mount- 
ains. Beyond Conway we wheel on a different 
course. We climb great hills and thence proceed 
forward on & pleasant and elevated road, whence 
for fifty miles the eye can gaze upon the most stu- 
pendous scenery, conspicuous mountain peaks, 
whose names I cannot attempt to spell; tablelands 
and valleys, lovely lakes, and the winding glimmer 
of the river Conway, here and there. Sometimes 
the green forest wholly encircles our way, and the 
most brilliant emerald hues toss and roll away in 
the arching distance. Then we come to villages, 
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to fill in the battlemented consonants of the Welsh 
language, which I believe is the original lan- 
guage. Indeed it does, in its rhythm and rolling 
pronunciation, fitly re-echo the wild and wondrous 
scenery from which it sprang. The Welsh lan- 
guage is a musical language, adapted to poetic fire; 
and if you could only pronounce the names of its 
mountains and villages they would be most sug- 
gestiv and beautiful sounds. About 50,000 people 
still speak the language, and it has a noble and 
charming literature. 

Bettwys-y-Cord is reached about noon, and we 
hav & Vigorous appetite. By this time all the pas- 
sengers are well acquainted, and we make a jolly 
company. Ido not so far find any unsociability 
among English tourists. We were all strangers 
when we began this journey, but were ready to join 
in for friendly intercourse, and at the close greet- 
ings were exchanged and hopes for further ac- 
quaintance. I find the same hospitality and frank- 
ness here that I do in the great West of our own 
country. Of course I only meet the traveled pub- 
lic. They are generous and polite. If they know 
you are from America they giv you a hearty wel. 
come, and treat you as their cousin from across the 
waters. 

We stay at the Royal Oak Hotel for dinner, once 
the headquarters of David Cox, the famous artist. 
In the year 1847 he painted & sign-board for the 
hotel, which now hangs in the coffee-room, an object 
of great interest and a beautiful painting. It was 
the occasion of a remarkable lawsuit. When the 
hotel and its appurtenances were sold a few years 
since, the party selling endeavored to take away 
this picture as private property. The party buying 
claimed that the painting, being the signboard of 
the hotel, was one of the appurtenances. The court 
sustained this view, and the picture, now valued at 
£4,000, is a part of the freehold of the hotel. 

Swallow Falls is a beautiful place. The falls are 
not large at this season of the year, but the almost 
flying waters dash in silvery sheen over wild, pre- 
cipitous rocks in infinit variety of motion, while the 
foliage of a magnificent forest on either side adorns 
the pathway of the bird-like cataract. 

On the return journey we take the Denbighshire 
side of the Conway River, but time will not permit 
me to delineate the picturesque views that with 
still different forms and colors unfolded in pano- 
ramic beauty. 

On Thursday morning I take the Marine drive 
about great Orme's Head, a vast promontory tower- 
ing seaward from Liandudno. Oneof the finest high- 
ways in the kingdom has been carved, we might 
say, about this mighty abutment, hundreds of feet 
above the rolling waters. The sea, the islands, the 
mountains, the villages, castles, and dwellings as 
you ascend and curve around this enormous crag 
gather and multiply upon the view. A circuit of 
almost immeasurable expanse is filled like a spark- 
ling cup with grandeur and delight. 

At one o'clock the same day I take the boat for 
Menai Straits and Bridge. The bridge is a stu- 
pendous structure, from which a view can be ob- 
tained of the straits, of the surrounding country, 
the village itself, the great railway bridge, and other 
objects of interest. It was a mosaic of exquisit 
beauty compared with the vastness and grandeur 
of former scenes. 

The same evening I return to Liverpool. I aw 
met at the wharf by my good friends, Mr. Law- 
rence Small, Mr. John Roberts, and others, and we 
spend a happy evening together, not in Liverpool, 
but in Bootle, a town of about 60,000 people, which 
adjoins Liverpool, and which Liverpool is trying to 
incorporate into itself. It is really a part of Liver- 
pool, but prefers its municipal independence. Mr. 
and Mrs. Small giv a cordial reception to the Secu- 
lar Pilgrim. There was & feast of reason and a flow 
of soul among these radical comrades. Mr. and 
Mrs. Tarleton and Mr. Roger Pride join the circle. 

I arrive at Bristol Saturday afternoon and meet 
London friends, etc. The delegates to the National 
Conference are coming in, and there promises to 
be a notable gathering of the clans, the colors of 
Scotland mingling with those of England. I be- 
come acquainted with friends whom I expect to 
meet further on in the campaign. 

Sunday morning the conference comes together. 
They do differently here from what we do in America. 
They hold one day instead of three days. The 
morning and afternoon sessions are devoted to 
business, and the evening to speeches. I find the 
same elements here as elsewhere, plenty of individ- 
ualism, some crankiness, hobbies occasionally, but, 
on the whole, frank sincerity, honesty of purpose, 
and when a question is settled a general determina- 
tion to abide by the result and make the best of it. 
The main differences of opinion were about meth- 
ods, and these will always occur. There was the 
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chanee to talk. Quite a number of plans were pre- 
sented, all of which received due consideration. 
From the beginning it was evident that Mr. Foote 
had the fullest confidence of the delegates, and 
there was no question as to his ability and fitness, 
or his heroic and generous devotion, and there was 
no thought of electing anyone else as president of 
the National Society. A difference of opinion ex- 
isted as to the best way of doing things. But Mr. 
Foote is one of those who is always ready to re- 
ceive suggestions. He is open to conviction and 
ready to accept any feasible proposition. He is ex- 
ceedingly affable in the chair—patient, allowing the 
utmost liberty, while keeping strictly to the matter 
in hand. So that a most successful conference was 
held, a large amount of business transacted, and 
amicable conclusions reached. By the wise and 
courageous and, at the same time, genial adminis- 
tration of President Foote, the National Secular 
Society is in a better and stronger position than 
ever to-day. It fronts the future with a noble cap- 
tain and a gallant company. My stanch comrade 
of the American campaign, Charles Watts, is also 
side by side with Mr. Foote in this strenuous com- 
bat. No one could be & more able and brilliant 
supporter than Charles Watts. He is growing 
somewhat gray in the cause, but he has all the 
sparkle and vigor of youth, with the wisdom and 
the amplitude of age. 

The society also did honor to itself by re-electing 
R. Forder as honorary secretary. He has been & 
most faithful worker, an eloquent ally with Brad- 
laugh, Foote, and Watts. I am glad that women 
are also in the Freethought ranks, and willing and 
capable for frontier labors. Miss Edith M. Vance, 
the assistant secretary, has won the heartiest com- 
mendations of English Freethinkers by her loyalty, 
her activity, and her excellent business gualifica- 
tions. Miss Annie Brown, secretary of the London 
Federation, has shown herself a reliable worker in 
placing that organization out of debt and upon a 
firm foundation for the future. I feel quite honored 
to be elected, with Charles Watts and others, as a 
vice-president of the National Secular Society. It 
is a proud position to occupy before the world, even 
if we are a poor and struggling host. I could not 
stand with a more royal company than the presi- 
dent, vice-presidents, and officers of the National 
Secular Society. I am quite sure that President 
Foote will receive the hearty eupport of all, and 
that there will be more enthusiasm and harmony 
than ever in the ranks of our English brethren. 

There is no need in this report to giv details of 
the conference. I point out simply the results, 
that with the widest difference of opinion on some 
questions, and & momentary clash at times, there is 
among English Secularists a splendid brotherhood. 
They hav the same difficulties to contend with that 
we hav; there are rough places, but the staying 
power is present. The army will suffer defeat only 
in the end to attain a greater victory. This con- 
ference was interesting to me in all its aspects. It 
was & sign of the times. There was a letting off of 
steam, but at the same time there was a gathering 
of electric force, and the lightning blow will come. 

At noon we all took dinner together at the ex- 
pense of Mr. George Anderson, who is a Secular 
philanthropist of the first order. He believes in 
creating good conditions for humanity, and then 
virtue will prevail. I assure him that the Free- 
thinkers present enjoyed that fine dinner. It was 
a delightful occasion for sociability and general 
good feeling, and no doubt contributed to the 
unanimity of the conference. 

The evening session was devoted to speeches, and 
I thoroughly enjoyed the varied and brilliant dis- 
play of oratory. Mr. A. B. Moss did himself 
credit, and gave a splendid outline of the progress 
of Freethought. Mr. Parris was vivid and to the 
point. He was logic on fire, and roused the enthu- 
siasm of his audience. Like myself, he has had a 
varied experience in the fields of orthodox and Lib- 
eral Christianity. He has tried them all and found 
them wanting. He, like Harriet Martineau, desires 
* the unfenced universe " and the wisdom of science 
in the place of the ignorance of theology. He made 
a rattling good speech. Mr. Gilmour is a true 
Scotchman, with the humor and the imagination of 
Burns himself. His was a breezy address, and 
received a hearty ovation. Mr. Cohen was born to 
be a rabbi, but by nature became a Freethought 
lecturer, and a most successful one, too. He is a 
man of promis. There was something of Hebrew 
poetry in his oration, the prophetic fervor, but all 
the superstition was gone, and it glowed with the 
hopes of humanity, the sublime and brilliant future - 
of man. In my turn I did my level best to show 
that the supreme battle-ground to-day is the rights of 
man on both sides of the Atlantic, and that the most 
important and urgent reform is the Secularization 
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of the State. Through this reform only can other 
reform be made triumphant and permanent. In 
this respect the English and American organiza- 
tions are identical in their purpose. The manner 
in which my ideas were received convinced me of 
the noble friendship of our old-world allies. I was 
followed by Charles Watts, who spoke with his old- 
time eloquence and power, when he was wont to 
thrill and arouse the Freethinkers of America The 
same impetuous oratory bore his audience to a 
splendid burst of enthusiasm. Mr. Heaford con- 
tributed a fervent discourse, which illustrated his 
excellent service in the field, and then Mr. Foote, 
as president, delivered the final address. Mr. Foote 
is one of those who has a great deal of reserve 
power, and he is ready for any occasion with unex- 
pected abilities. He put the cap-sheaf to the 
speeches of the evening by pointing out the lines 
of present conflict ; the inevitable battle that is to 
come between Rome and reason ; that there will be 
a marshaling of hosts such as the world has never 
seen before, and that the banners of Freethought 
will shine victorious through the mighty struggle 
over a peaceful and happy world. Hound after 
round of applause followed the utterances of the 
eloquent president, and the conference closed with 
bright memories and unconquerable hope. 

Bristol is an old city of evangelical flavor. Robert 
Hall and John Foster radiated heré in somewhat 
brilliant fashion. Lady Huntingdon and Whitfield 
and early Methodism in this place exhibited fiery 
faith. It is an orthodox town still. There are a 
few earnest Liberals, who will not go with the ma- 
jority, but stand by their convictions and are ready to 
work. The churches, however, are numerous and 
solemn, and there is a somewhat slow appearance 
in the general aspect of the city. It has not the 
snap of a modern manufacturing town like Glasgow 
and Manchester. However, it is a charming resi- 
dence city. There is an amplé and fruitful country 
about it. On Monday, with my friends, I had a 
delightful drive among the environments of Bristol. 
Especially magnificent is Olifton and the scenery 
about it. Here is the great Suspension bridge over 
the Avon. The view along this massiv structure is 
superb. On either side, between precipitous green 
and wooded banks, flows the calm, bright river. In 
the distance is caught a glimps of the majestic 
Severn, and a wide expanse of fields and hills 
rolls afar. It is bank holiday, and throngs of peo- 
ple are sailing on the waters or meandering along 
the verdant swards and the wide pathways, an ani- 
mating picture of. outdoor English life. There 
seems to be after all an immense amount of happi- 
ness in the British Isles. 

We return to London on Monday evening. The 
coaches are crowded, and thete was a rush and tu- 
mult constantly, so many excursion trains were 
thundering and flashing along. When we arrived 
in London it was almost impossible to secure a cab 
or omnibus. Some of the party did not get home 
until 1 o’clock in the morning, and had to walk at 
that. But finally the holiday is over and all find 
rest and quiet. 

Tuesday evening I visit with Mr. Watts, at whose 
home I hav the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Little- 
hales, of Hamilton, Ontario, who is now on a Visit 
to England. Mr. Littlehales is one of the Free- 
thought standard bearers of America, whose hospi- 
tality I enjoyed when Oharles Watts and myself 
first began our campaign. 

"Next week I shall visit Scotland, and I anticipate 
a new and wonderful pleasure in seeing friends and 
roaming over this renowned and romantic country, 
whose glories are not surpassed by any, and whose 
history will forever thrill the human heart. 

"London, June 5, 295. Sauuxzr P. PurxAM. 


MÀ lp — te, 
Mr. Balfour’s Theology. 
Abridged srom the Fortnightiy Review. 

(Mr. Balfour, said to be a rising statesman of 
England, published a book not long ago in defense 
of supernaturalism and theology as opposed to 
rationalism and science. The work was naturally 
accorded a hearty welcome by the religious world, 
but something about its real value may be learned 
from the following review and reply by England's 
great philosopher, Herbert Spencer.] 

The title of Mr. Balfour's work is ** The Founda- 
tions of Belief.” Belief in what? Not in any of those 
doetrins which he groups together under the name 
of Naturalism, but in the opposed doctrin, Supernat- 
uralism— belief in a ruling power such as that 
which the current creed asserts. If the existence 
of such & power is tacitly assumed by the argu- 
ments urged in proof of it, the reasoning is circu- 
lar. But unless the existence of such a power is 
assumed, how can it be assumed that the constitu- 
tion of things is one which ‘‘ ministers” to men’s 
« needs and aspirations” or provides a theory which 
is “satisfactory?” In the absence of the assump- 
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lion that things hav been by some agency prear- 
ranged for men's benefit, there seems no reason to 
expect the order of the universe to be one which pro- 
vides for men's * mental needs and aspirations," 
and that the truth of a theory may be judged by 
na degree in which it conforms to such expecta- 
ion. 

Tests furnished by other creeds clearly show this. 
If an American Indian, confidently looking for- 
ward to a * happy hunting-ground ” after death, is 
told that there is no such place, is the fact that the 
creed offered to him negativs his hopes a reason for 
rejecting it? When the baselessness of his belief 
in an unlimited supply of houris, to be hereafter 
provided, is shown to a Mohammedan, may he urge 
that his * needs and aspirations ” cannot be other- 
wise satisfied, and that therefore his faith must be 
true? Or, once more, if to the half-starved and over- 
worked Hindoo, to whom itis a consolatory thovght 
that by placing himself under the wheel of Jugger- 
naut’s car he may forthwith ascend to heaven, there 
comes the demonstration that he cannot thus gain 
happiness, is the fact that the alternativ belief is 
not “satisfactory " a sufficient ground for adhering 
to his superstition? Doubtless, the needs and 
satisfactions which Mr. Balfour has in view are of a 
higher order than those instanced, but that does 
not alter the issue. The question is whether the 
comforting character of a belief is an adequate 
reason for entertaining it; and the answer to this 
question is not to be determined by the quality of 
the comfort looked for, as high or low. : 

Briefly characterized, Mr. Balfour’s book is a plea 
for supernaturalism versus naturalism, and unless 
his section insisting on the ** beneficent part ” which 
authority plays in the production of beliefs is with- 
out any raison d'être, it is clear that the aggregate 
of influences composing the authority which sup- 
ports religion is set against the aggregate of influ- 
ences by which rationalism, considered by him as a 
form of authority, is supported. The authorities 
which uphold theology and science respectivly are 
the two in question. Let us, then, observe what 
happens when we test their relativ values as we test 
the relativ values of individual authorities. 

From the days when Ohaldean priests began to re- 
cord eclipses, and, after a time, partially discovered 
the cycle they follow, and were so enabled to foresee 
their recurrence with approximate truth, down to 
our own day, astronomical knowledge has been 
growing ever more exact and more extensiv, until 
now the celestial motions are so perfectly known 
that a transit of Venus or an occultation of Jupiter 
by the moon fulfils expectation to the minute. So is 
it throughout, the previsions of the chemist having 
reached such a stage that, foreseeing the possi 
bility of an unknown compound which must hav 
certain properties, he proceeds to form it, and cre- 
ates a substance, which has never before existed, 
answering to his anticipations. If from this ever- 
increasing Verification of scientific statements and 
inferences we turn to the guidance science has af- 
forded, allied evidence everywhere surrounds us. 
Led by science, mankind hav progressed from 
boomerangs to 100-ton guns, from dug-out canoes 
to Atlantic liners, from picture-writing on skins to 
morning journals printed 20,000 per hour, and that 
over all the developed arts of life science now pre- 
sides scarcely needs saying. 

With the authority of science, thus daily becom- 
ing greater, contrast now the opposed authority. 
Hav the propositions constituting current theology 
been rendered more certain with the passage of 
time and the advance of knowledge, or has the con- 
trary happened? Assyrian and Egyptian records, 
discovered of late years, hav, indeed, served to con- 
firm certain statements contained in the Bible, and 
so hav tended to verify the matural part of the He- 
brew story. But this yields no more reason for 
accepting its supernatural part than does proof that 
there occurred the feuds and conquests described 
in the Norse sagas yield reason for believing in 
Thor and Odin. Add to which, that if these agree- 
ments with Assyrian and. Egyptian records tend to 
verify the Hebrew religion, then, conversely, it 
might be held by Assyrian and Egyptian priests, 
did any now exist, that such agreements verified 
their religions. Apart, however, from historic state- 
ments thus proved true, investigations, scientific 
and literary, hav served more and more to disprove 
or to make doubtful those parts of the biblical nar- 
rativ which constitute its theology. It needs but 
to contrast past confidence in them with present 
doubts and disbeliefs, to see that statements of this 
class hav not, like those of science, become gradu- 
ally clearer and more certain, but the reverse. Nor 
is confidence increased when we ask whether its 
guidance has been succeseful. After nearly two 
thousand years of Christian teaching and disciplin, 
how near are we to that ideal life which Christian 
leading was to bring us to? What must we think 


of the sentiment implied in the saying of a glorified 
prince, repeated by a popular emperor, lauding 
* Blood and iron—a remedy which never fails?” 
Among the peoples who socially insist on duels, 
what advance do we see toward the practice of for- 
giving injuries? Or, turning from private to pub- 
lic transactions, what restraint do we find upon the 
passion of international revenge—revenge by the 
great mass insisted upon as a duty? How much 
moralization can we trace in: the contrast between 
the practice of savager, whose maxim in their inter- 
tribal feuds is, “ Life for life," and the practice of 
Christian nations, who, in their dealings with weak 
peoples, take as their maxim, ** For one life many 
lives." Toward the foretold state when swords shall 
be beaten into plowshares, how much hav we 
progressed, now that there exist bigger armies than 
ever existed before? And where are the indica- 
tions of increased brotherly love in the doings of 
Christian nations in Africa, where, like hurgry dcgs 
round a carcass, they tear out piece after picce, 
pausing only to snarl and snap at one another ? 

Clearly, then, by the never-ceasing verification of 
its dicta and by the increasing efficiency and wider 
range of its guidance, science is gaining a greater 
and greater authority; at the same time that the 
authority of theology is being decreased by the dis- 
crediting of its statements and by its unsuccessful 
regulation of conduct. Hence if reason, whenever 
it abdicates in favor of authority, has to choose be- 
tween the two, it is compelled to accept the au- 
thority of science rather than that of theology, 
where they are in conflict. So far from strengthen- 
ing his own position by showing how large a share 
authority has, and ought to hav, in determining our 
beliefs, it seems to me that Mr. Balfour strengthens 
the position of his opponents. 

We must say that that high conception of a deity 
which exists in the minds of Mr. Balfour and others 
has had an historical origin. By what steps has it 
been reached? Beginning with the days when, as 
we are told, God walked in the garden of Eden, 
there has been a gradual falling away of human 
attributes—first of all the physical structure and 
accompanying needs, such as those which Abraham 
ministered to; then the lower desires and passions 
which later Hebrew books imply; until through 
many changes—now reactions toward cruder and 
coarser ideas, and now advances toward more re- 
fined ones—there has been formed the present con- 
ception, in which there remain only certain highest 
intellectual and moral traits, possessed in a degree 
transcending human imagination. So that, in fact, 
the movement of thought by which the existing 
consciousness has been reached is exactly the 
reverse of the movement alleged by Mr. Bal- 
four. 

The difference between Mr. Balfour’s conscious- 
ness of that which lies behind appearance, and the 
consciousness of those he opposes (or, at least, of 
such of them as do not assume that there can be 
appearance without anything which appears), is, 
that whereas he persists in supposing himself to 
hav thoughts when, under close examination, all the 
components of thoughts hav vanished, they can- 
didly admit that with the vanishing of such com- 
ponents all thoughts hav ceased; leaving only a 
consciousness which cannot be put into any form. 
Not only hav they dropped those early conceptions 
which imply that the power manifested in thirty 
millions of suns made a bargain with Abraham— 
not only hav they ceased to believo that such in- 
ferior passions as jealousy, anger, and revenge can 
be felt by an energy which pervades infinity; but 
they hav surrendered themselvs to the final conclu- 
sion that not even the highest mental attributes 
conceivable by us, can be predicated of that exist- 
ence which fills all space for all time. 

It is not that they wish to do this, but that they 
must: self-deception is the alternativ. There is 
no pleasure in the consciousness of being an in- 
finitesimal bubble on a globe that is itself infini- 
tesimal compared with the totality of things. Those 
on whom the unpitying rush of changes inflicts suf- 
ferings which are often without remedy, find no 
consolation in the thought that they are at tre 
mercy of blind forces which cause, indifferently, 
now the destruction of a sun and now the death of 
an animaleule. Contemplation of a universe which 
is without conceivable beginning or end, and with- 
out intelligible purpose, yields no satisfaction. 
The desire to know what if all means is no less 
strong in the Agnostic than in others, and raises 
sympathy with them. Failing utterly to find any 
interpretation himself, he feels a regretful inability 
to accept the interpretation they offer. 

HerseRT SprNOER. 


me 
The third volume of Moneure D. Conway's 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. 
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authority, the identical legislature, is back of both. | who were also bank officials, and every one of the 


Observations. 


Since the editor of the London Athencum pub- 
lished the Letter of Junius written while Sir Philip 
Francis was in India, he has received 80 many com- 
munications from people who still believe Francis 
to hav been the author that he has not printed any 
of them. He however givs room (May 25) to a 
note from Moncure D..Conway, now in England, 
and also to some further remarks by Mr. Rae, 
whose recent discovery of & Junian letter in the 
issue of the London Post for Aug. 24, 1773, revived 
interest in the subject and led to the present dis- 
cussion. Mr. Rae takes occasion to speak highly 
of the American Junian researchers, and names a 
Mr. McCalmont, of Washington, as one of them, 
with whom he enjoys an epistolary acquaintance. 
Mr. Conway makes us notice that the Bonnevilles, 
Madame and Monsieur, kept a Radical bookstore 
in Paris, and that on the cover of the «Age of Rea- 
son,” which they called “Le Siécle de la Raison,” 
was advertised “Lettres de Junius, traduites de 
l'anglais (de Thomas Hollis). That was in 1794, 
when Paine was in the Luxembourg prison, and 
when Hollit, an English radical of some literary 
ability, had been dead twenty years. Asa possible 
author of the Letters, Mr. Hollis makes his exit 
along with Francis, for he died on Jan. 1, 1774, 
while Junius, as shown by Mr. Rae’s discoveries, 
wrote as late as September, 1774. One sentence in 
Mr. Conway’s note is of especial interest. He says: 
“ A school in America, headed by Col. W. H. Burr, 
of Washington, has set forth in a number of ingen- 
ious books that Paine was Junius.” I call Mr. 
Burr's attention to the circumstance that although 
breveted by so humble an individual as myself, and 
even though his military career ended with blowing 
a fife in an ununiformed band, the historian has de- 
creed that henceforth he shall be known as a Colo- 
nel on both sides of the Atlantic. 


The New York Tribune, after printing a long 
discussion on the matter of the resurrection of 
Christ, announces as a result that the evidence pre- 
sented “for the dogma of Christ’s bodily resurrec- 
tion is insufficient.” To which the Zribune adds, 
absurdly enough, that though the “ephemeral 
dogma” may pass away, Christianity itself, which 
needs no proof, will remain. According to the lat- 
est criticism, the fall is a myth, the redemption is a 
figure of speech, and now the resurrection is judged 
to be an error. The Christian piece has exploded; 
lock, stock, and barrel are gone, and nothing is left 
but the echo of the report. These myths we can 
spare, but there are others that are still dear to our 
hearts. Said the master (Mat. xii, 40), “For as 
Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's 
belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth.” It was a 
remark of Paul that “if Christ be not risen, then is 
our preaching vain;” but that is not the worst of 
_ it, for if the prophet of Nineveh was a forerunner 
of Christ, and if Christ did not run according to 
program, then Jonah’s three days in the whale’s 
interior was time thrown away. We might giv up 
the story of the cross and the resurrection, were 
nothing else involved, but if Jonah and the whale 
go with it, where are we at? Amateurs like the 
editor of the Tribune should cease monkeying with 
divine truths. 


It makes all the difference in the world whose 
chicken gets the ax. In one issue the New York 
Independent (orthodox Christian) praises the legis- 
lature of Florida for passing laws prohibiting prize- 
fights and lotteries, and in the next condemns the 
same body for enacting into a statute a bill to pre- 
vent the coeducation of blacks and whites. In the 
second case it even goes so far as to recommend 
that the law be resisted. “An unrighteous law,” 
says the editor with anarchistic vigor, “can never 
be submitted to.” 

About prize-fights and lotteries there is room for 
wide divergence of views. Pugilists in their meth- 
ods remind me so forcibly of moral and religious 
bullies, like some legislators and all Sabbatarians, 
that I find it hard to feel any sympathy for them, 
and am not concerned whether they fight one an- 
other in the ring or hav a go with the authorities 
in the courthouse. A lottery is another thing; it 
resembles a church except that its drawings are 
not all blanks and that the citizen is not compelled 
to invest. The law against coeducation is certainly 
*jnvasiv," to use a Spencerian definition, and alto- 
gether abominable, for parents who choose to coed- 
ucate their children, like people who buy or sell 
chances in a lottery or the New Jerusalem, injure 
no one else by doing so; but why this law should 
be broken more than the lottery law, provided the 
lottery dealers define the latter as “unrighteous,” is 
left unexplained by the Independent. The same 


Neither lottery dealing nor coeducation is a crime 
in itself; there is no power that can make either 
of them illegal except the legislature, which has 
equal discretion in the case of both, and the citi- 
zens of Florida are under as binding obligation to 
obey the dictum of their law-making assembly in 
the one instance as in the other. 

Touching laws that affect the relations of Ne- 
groes and Caucasians, I would here suggest that a 
legal enactment providing for the social equality of 
the two races (political equality not being here dis- 
cussed) is impertinent and necessarily futil, while 
one denying such equality is still more impertinent 
and a tyranny to boot. Under the last head comes 
the Sheats law of Florida, against which the Znde- 
pendent would inaugurate a rebellion ; and under the 
first comes the Malby law of New York, which puts 
hotel management under colored control. Any 
person of clear view should see that to compel the 
keeper of a hostelry to entertain a guest of one 
complexion when by doing so he excludes those of 
another, is a deep injury and neither equitable nor 
social; for, if the host is a white man, it coerces 
the Caucasian into paying in hard cash for the “ so- 
cial equality” of the Negro. Hotels, being under 
the necessity of maintaining themselvs, and enjoy- 
ing none of the. patronage of the state, are on a 
different footing from public institutions, where 
the rights of all are theoretically the same. 

But this goes slightly aside from the main issue, 
as raised by the Zndependent, which is, as afore 
said, Why are citizens of Florida advised to disre- 
gerd the anti-education law, and at the same time 
to respect the anti-lottery law, provided that any of 
them should regard the latter as unrighteous? It 
may be argued that the first isa bad law and the last 
a good one, but that does not affect their authority 
over the citizen. And again, if we are to respect 
only such laws as are respectable, we might as well 
let the carcass go with the tail and inaugurate an- 
archy. The Sheats law is a bitter dose, but the 
Independent has swallowed worse and looked happy. 


Members of the American Protectiv Association 
East and West should confer and find out how far 
their sentiments are the same. While hereabouts 
they are mainly conspicuous as the political wing 
of the Protestant church, and affiliate with the Re- 
publican party, on the other side of the continent 
the membership is largely heretical and partially 
Populist, and candidates for public office are gen- 
erally distinguished as secularists. For this reason 
in a Western city which I hav in mind. the Women's 
Christian Temperance Union is reported to hav 
connubiated with the Catholics and the “saloon 
element” in order to defeat the A. P. A. ticket. 
This organization might learn a lesson from the 
Methodists, who, not finding themselvs in agree- 
ment on all questions, hav a church North and a 
church South. An A. P. A. East and another West 
would absolve the Pacific coasters from the sins of 
their brethren on the Atlantic side, and such may 
yet become necessary to the existence of the order. 
Mrs. A. C. Macdonald, mother of the undersigned, 
is one of the Western “ wolves,” being well up in 
lupine councils, and she is not quite so pious as I 
am. Her lodge has lately elected to the local 
school board a directress who will chase the Bible 
out of the school-room if it ever gets in. Whether 
that kind of workis done in the name of the A.P.A., 
the Freethought Federation, or the Catholic church 
those who do it deserve credit, I think. If with 
secular ends in view the Freethinking A. P. A.’s of 
the West stand off Protestant against Catholic, and 
if in pursuit of the same object the Freethinkers of 
the Hast avail themselva of Catholic influence 
against Protestant Jesuitry, as a war measure, both 
are quite excusable. Hast or West they hav sense 
enough to change the combination when it begins 
to work the wrong way. 


Why does it so often happen this way? A man 
named A. S. Moore, of New York city, now in cus- 
tody for forging paper to near the amount of one 
hundred thousand dollars, has been for years a re- 
spected and “consistent” member of an orthodox 
church and a total abstainer from the use of tobacco 
and alcoholic drinks. I do not see anything in 
this case upon which “ moral reformers” can base a 
demand for the legal enforcement of abstinence 
and the observance of religious ceremonies, and 
deem it quite probable that the Prohibitionists and 
theocrats will say nothing about it. 

At & meeting of the Savings Bank Association of 
the State of New York, held last month, a member 
inquired: “Hav any of the gentlemen present had 
any experience with Sunday-school superintendents 
as bank officials?” There being no response, he 
proceeded: « Well, I hav. I hav known three Sun- 
day-schoo] superintendents in the last few years 


three was & defaulter.” 

The indispensable qualification for a juryman un- 
der our system is that he shall not read the papers 
and that he shall hav neglected all other means of 
acquiring information of a contemporary nature. 
This is understood, but I hav only lately found out 
that the same deficiency fits a citizen for a place in 
the president’s cabinet of fossils. Such, however, 
is the case, as Secretary of the Navy Herbert 
showed in his statement that Paine's * Age of Rea- 
son” had taken its place among the dusty volumes 
of forgotten literature. Perhaps it is too much to 
expect that & cabinet specimen like Mr. Herbert 
should know what is going on in the world of 
thought, but it is reasonable to require that in de- 
fault of such enlightenment he shall abstain from 
communicating his ignorance to the young. 

I hav received the following memorandum, and 
am just nervy enough to print it here: 

No. 35 FULTON ST., New Yonx, June 14, 1895. 

To Gro. E. MaopoNarnp: I notice in to-day's World 
your admirable reply to Secretary Herbert’s misstate- 
ment before the graduates of the Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College at Auburn, in regard to the circulation 
of Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason.” 

Your correction is so convincing and argumentativ in 
style, so truthfully and judiciously written, that I beg the 


privilege of both thanking and congratulating the author. 
Yours ever, PETER EOKLER. 


The deep impression that London and its omni- 
buses hav made upon the mind of Mr. S. P. Put- 
nam, as revealed by his letters from that quarter, is 
attracting the attention of the reading public. And 
yet I cannot believe that anything he may see on 
the other side of the water can banish from 
the Pilgrim’s mind his far wanderings in the Coos 
Bay, Gray’s Harbor, and Puget Sound countries. 
Can he ever forget the Snoqualmie, Squak, and 
Okonogan? There is still a pleasure in the path- 
less wood, and much of beauty remains to be seen, 
in the localities indicated, from the roof-garden of a 
bucking cayuse. London is great, but picturesque- 
ness lingers in those regions where rolls the Ore- 
gon and hears no sound save its own dashing. 

Gzo. E. Maopenstn 


A Few Words About Priestcraft. 


I believe it is pretty generally conceded that in 
the history of ancient Egypt we hav the oldest 
written records of the human race; and in the his- 
tory of ancient Egypt we are told that, thousands 
of years before the pyramids were built, the Egyp- 
tians were highly civilized and had a civilized gov- 
ernment; that the people were divided into sepa- 
rate castes, or classes, and that the richest, most 
powerful, and most arbitrary class was the class 
called priests., We are further told how the priests 
domineered and tyrannized over the minds of the 
people, and how they opposed every attempt at hu- 
man progress beyond a certain prescribed limit. 
They assumed arrogant airs, and pretended to know 
far more about the will of the gods than all the 
world besides. They spoke with great authority in 
the name of the gods, and enforced their injunc- 
tions with all the priestly importance they were 
able to command. 

Thus we see at what an early period in the 
world’s history the priestly class became a privi- 
leged aristocracy and represented their services as 
of such great value and their power to influence the 
gods as so great that they were enabled to lay very 
heavy exactions upon the people. The priests 
claimed that it was their duty and their business to 
inform the people as to what the gods desired the 
people to do, and that it was the duty of the people 
to worship and obey the gods as the priests dicta- 
ted to them, or else they would be punished ever- 
lastingly. Thus we learn that since the earliest 
records of the human race priests hav so played 
upon the fears and ignorance of the masses that 
they hay managed to liv upon the best the earth 
has afforded, to dress in the best fabrics, to enjoy 
immunity from toil, and to be venerated as if they 
were superior beings. Their favor and influence 
were courted, and the greatest deference was paid 
to them. They acquired a control over the more 
ignorant classes that has continued for thousands 
of years. : 

The rule of kingcraft has been both expensiv and 
cruel, but it has not been so exacting and so con- 
stant as priestcraft. It is this class of self- 
appointed agents called priests who hav been the 
inventors of the almost countless numbers of creeds 
and religions which man has been compelled to sus- 
tain. It will hardly be successfully disputed or 
denied that priests hav been the inventors of nearly 
all the gods, ghosts, saints, angels, souls, witches, 
and devils ever supposed to hav had an existence. 


! They hav been the inventors of nearly all the 
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myths, mysteries, and miracles. They invented a | 
heaven for a bribe and a hell for a scare, to frighten 
their dupes out of their wits and out of their 
money. Priests hav been the instigators of all the 
holy wars, holy massacres, holy persecutions, holy 
inquisitions, holy days, and holy bibles. Priestcraft 
has caused the people to be divided into hundreds 
of religious cliques and sects, with their sectarian 
animosities, mongrel creeds, theological dogmas, 
supernaturalism, and Sabbatarianism. The deadly 
hatred of priests toward science and scientists has 
retarded the progress of civilization for many cen- 
turies. It has paralyzed the intellect, exalted igno- 
rance and credulity above reason, and filled the 
minds of the people with fear and anxiety about 
things of which absolutely nothing is known. 

In this age of scientific knowledge, education, 
and growing intelligence, it is truly sad and deplor- 
able to think that priestcraft is perpetuated mostly 
by means of Sunday-schools, where the immature 
minds of innocent children are polluted with pagan 
superstition, and these children are kept bound in 
the chains of ignorance and fear through life, un. 
less they become intelligent enough to repudiate 
their early training. They must become Freethink- 
ers and investigators, or remain willing and cred- 
ulous slaves from the cradle to the grave. 

Tuomas Knorr. 


——À——— 


A Junian Note. 


Brother G. E. M.’s “ strong fact” adduced in op- 
position to the identity of Paine as Junius is easily 
disposed of. Junius was a monarchist, and so was 
Paine until a year after Junius concluded his work. 
Paine tells us that in 1773 his views of monarchy 
began to undergo a change, from hearing the re- 
mark that “ Frederick of Prussia was the right sort 
of a man fora king, for he had a deal of the devil 
in him.” It was more than a year after Paine’s ar- 
rival in America before he ventured to assail hered- 
itary succession, and even then, says Cheetham, 
* his invectivs against monarchy were intended 
against the monarchy of England rather than 
against monarchy in general.” And Paine himself 
says: “No man was a warmer wisher for reconcili- 
ation than myself before the fatal 19th of April, 
1775.” 

Junius did not always ‘‘use gall for ink.” He 
praised and trusted ex Premier Grenville, hoping 
to see him rise again into place; but Grenville soon 
died. He defended John Wilkes, and solicited in- 
formation from him. He inclosed to Lord Chatham 
a proof-sheet of the letter to Lord Mansfield, say- 
ing: “I will not presume to trouble your lordship 
with an assurance, however sincere, of my respect 
and esteem for your character and admiration of 
your abilities.” And to Lord Camden, ina brief ap- 
peal appended to the final assault on Mansfield, he 
said: “I turn with pleasure from that barren waste 
in which no solitary plant takes root, no verdure 
quickens, to a character fertil, as I willingly be- 
lieve, in every great and good qualification.” 

Paine had less occasion for gall than Junius, but 
he sometimes used it. Witness the letters to Lord 
Howe, Earl of Carlisle, Sir Guy Carleton, and the 
Earl of Sherburne, all in different numbers of 
“The Crisis." And what letter of Junius closed 
with such a scathing sentence as that of Paine to 
Washington? No wonder he suppressed if in a 
subsequent edition. Another most remarkable in- 
stance of gall is shown in “ Forester's" reply to 
* Cato,” who was the Rev. Dr. Smith, President of 
the University of Pennsylvania. Said * Forester :" 

** Thou hast called me by name ; and if I cease to hunt 
thee from every lane and lurking-hole of mischief, and 
. bring thee not a trembling culprit before the publie bar, 
then brand me with reproach by naming me in the list of 
your confederates.” 

And “Forester” fulfilled his promis. The rev- 
erend Tory was driven into exile, and when he re- 
turned, a penitent patriot, he found his old antag- 
onist, Thomas Paine, honored by a degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania. Wu. H. Bons. 


Our Pagan Rulers. 


It is very well to talk about securing a modifica- 
tion of an unjust Sunday law-by increasing its 
odiousness through a strict enforcement. If New 
York city had the regulation of its local affairs, as 
it ought to hav, such a law could never hav been 
passed. If its continuance depended upon the 
votes of our own representatives at Albany a delega- 
tion could be sent up to modify or repeal it. But 
so long as we are at the mercy of rural legislators 
who can satisfy their own thirst from the family 
jug or cider-barrel, and achieve a political reputa- 
tion for temperance by legislating against the cus- 
toms and habits of the “wicked city folks,” there 
will be no modification of the law. The more nearly 
it is enforced the better our bucolic bosses will like 
ji.—JVew York World. ` D 


The Fiendish Infinit Machinist. 


Suppose I hav a room filled with complicated 
machinery—gears in rapid revolution; swiftly re- 
volving shafts; belts flying; parts of the machines 
darting out, now this way, now that way. Just 
where I can easily put my finger upon it is a little 
spring, upon which if I press never so lightly, the 
action of all this machinery may be instantly 
stopped. Ata point among the machines in this 
room I hav placed toys of especial attractivness to 
children. I introduce children into the room, point 
out the toys, and encourage the little ones to go 
among the machines to get them. Their eyes spar- 
kle in anticipation of the pleasure of possessing the 
toys. They make the attempt. In threading the 
labyrinth of alleys the clothing of one of the little 
ones is caught by the gears. The child is drawn 
into a machine and shockingly maimed, or killed. 
When the kindred and friends of the little one come 
to question me about the matter, and learn that it 
was I who persuaded the children into that room, 
will they think me an intelligent and kind man? 
When they ask me why, if my design was only the 
kindly one to giv the child a toy, I made the gift 
contingent on the child’s escaping so many perils, 
what shall I reply? But when they come to know 
that I was looking on just at the instant its little 
frock was caught in the gears, and that by means 
of the spring I could hav stopped the machinery 
instantly, before the child was injured in the least, 
will they believe me if I say I did not purpose the 
child’s death? When they demand to know why I 
did not press the spring, and I reply that I really 
could not afford to arrest the operation of so vast a 
body of machinery, employed in the production of 
goods of such excellence, and in such demand, as 
mine—not even for an instant—and especially for 
so trivial a purpose as to save the limbs or lives of 
a few children, what will they do to me, do you 
think? Will they call me a good kind, benevolent 
man? : 

Well, God, if there is & God, has introduced us, 
children, into such a room—a universe filled with 
gears, and shafts, and belts, and darting rods. He 
incites us to attempt to reach certain objects very 
attractiv tous. In threading the intricate passages, 
in our attempt to get them, notwithstanding all 


four caution—shunning the danger from the ma- 


chine on this side, now the danger from the machine 
on that side, holding our skirts away from these 
gears, stepping briskly past the points from which 
the rods dart out, stooping to avoid that shaft, tak- 
ing care not to become entangled in this belt—our 
ears are every instant pierced by the screams of 
some of our fellows who are being transfixed, man- 
gled, or crushed to a shapeless mass. . Distracted 
by so many cares, appalled by so many dangers, 
our very caution itself often precipitates us upon 
our fate. God, with infinit knowedge, knew we 
would be maimed or killed when he introduced us 
into the universe; the man did not know with cer- 
tainty but that the child whom he inveigled into 
the room might escape unharmed. If the man may 
justly be judged to hav acted with cruel intent, 
for stronger reasons may God be judged to hav 
acted with cruel intent. No claim that God acts, 
in such cases, with a purpose of ultimate benefi- 
cence, can blunt the point of such a judgment—a 
God could hav achieved and bestowed the good 
without the evil. He would hav done so if benevo- 
lent.—John Francis Smith, in “Is the Universe 
Governed by a Devil ?” 


—— «s 
No Religious Teaching—No Ostraeism. 

Superintendent Carlisle has just decided that nuns are 
not eligibie as teachers in the publie schools of Texas on 
the ground that should they be allowed to teach the non- 
sectarian spirit of our constitution would be violated. 
The case came up from Victoria on an appeal from the 
action of the county in refusing to approve the contracts 
of an order of nuns who desired to teach in the public 
schools. Carlisle sustained the judge's ruling, and the 
matter was carried beyond the superintendent to the 
state board of education, which in turn sustained Mr. 
Carlisle. 

The above is taken from an article in the Bren- 
ham Press. We hav not seen Superintendent 
Carlisle’s decision, but if his objection to the Oath- 
olic teachers is simply the fact that they are nuns, 
then he is wrong. If it is based on the supposition 
that they will insist on being dressed, while in the 
school-room, in the peculiar garb of their order, 
then he is right. Religion can be taught as readily 
through the eye as the ear. There should be no 
religious test in the selection of public school 
teachers, and no religious instruction, Protestant 
or Catholic, should be permitted in the schools, 
either orally, by peculiarity of dress, by reading the 
Bible, by praying, or by the singing of gospel 
songs. There is time enough out of school hours 
for parents and guardians to attend to the pupils’ 
religious education, a matter with which the state 
has nothing to do.— Denison (T exas) Gazetteer, 


Warring for Idols. 


It is much to be regretted that so many possibly 
well-meaning men cannot rid themselvs of the incu- 
bus of narrow prejudice and sectarianism. A dis- 
patch from St. Louis tells us that Opt. I. S. Bristol, 
the new superintendent of the House of Refuge, 
has forbidden Catholic priests to celebrate mass or 
hold other special services in the institution. The 
superintendent said to a reporter of the Herald of 
this city : 

** The sacrifica of the mass is idolatry. Moreover, the 
priests proselyte. Itistheir business. If they wish to 
come here and pray and sing hymns with the other city 
missionaries they may, but they cannot burn incense 
while I am here." 

‘Captain Bristol is said to be a member of the 
American Protectiv Association, and, if so, it is to 
be presumed that he, in his actions and utterancas, 
represents the order in that city, as it triumphed, 
by an alliance with the Republican party, in the rə- 
cent election. It is evident that the celebration of 
the mass, and other Catholic services, hav been for. 
bidden, not because they are religious exercises, 
but because they are Catholic religious exercises. 
In other words, the “reform” starts from the basis 
of Protestant sectarianism instead of from the basis 
of secularism. St. Louis is to hav, not separation 
of church and state, but the expulsion of Catholi- 
cism and the retention of religion, that is, of such 
religious exercises as are acceptable to the domi- 
nating Protestantism of the city. When Captain 
Bristol calls the mass “idolatry” he shows his ani- 
mus and puts out the whole cloven foot of secta- 
rian hatred. So far as “idolatry ” is concerned, all 
religion is that; to the Freethinker the mass is no 
more idolatry than are the forms of worship that 
the superintendent is willing to permit in the 
House of Refuge, and those no less idolatry than 
the mass. By what interpretation of the principle 
of equal liberty is the Catholic inmate of the House 
denied the consolations of his form of religion 
while the Protestant inmate is petmitted to receive 
the consolations of his form? Men of the stamp. 
of Captain Bristol are antagonizing the encroach- 
ments of the Catholic church, not because they are 
the encroachments of a church, but because they 
are the encroachments of what the opposers hold to 
be a non-Christian church. As Christians, not as 
citizens, do they war against Rome. 


This extract from the report of the proceedings 
of the National Secular Society's Conference at 
Bristol will no doubt interest Mr. Putnam's many 
friends : 


** Mr. C. Watts then moved as a resolution arising out 
of the Report: ‘That the members of this Conference 
hail with unqualified pleasure the presence among them 
of their able American co-worker, Mr. S. P. Putnam; 
and they wish to convey to him their appreciation of the 
great services he has rendered, and is still rendering, to 
the cause of mental freedom. Farther, all present wish 
to assure Mr. Putnam of their earnest desire to hava 
visit from the great orator, Colonel Ingersoll; and they 
hereby kindly rcq1est Mr. Putnam to use his influence 
to induce the Colonel to cross the Atlantic at an early 
date, and to assure him that he would receive from the 
Freethinkers of this country a most gennin and ent.usi- 
astic reception.’ 

** Mr. Putnam said it had been the dream of his life to 
visit England, and when he returned to America he 
should report the work that was going on under the same 
flag here. It filled his heart with joy to hear the ap- 
plause that greeted the name of Colonel Ingersoll. He 
belonged to the whole world; a citizen of the whole 
earth. His dominant thought was the sentiment of 
Thomas Paine inscribed on the walls, ‘The world is my 
country, mankind are my brethren, aud to do good is 
my religion.’ Colonel Ingersoll had constant calls on 
his time. He had a great law practice, and, in addition, 
he devoted himself to Freethought. He had listened to 
Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture, ‘About the Holy Bible,’ at 
Cuicago with an audience of six thousand persons. He 
had up to the present only received a brief_message, but 
one full of heart and sympathy for the English Free- 
thinkers. Ingersoll loves and admires Eagland. It 
would be a pleasure for him to come here, but there are 
great demands on his time. He, however, felt sure that 
the time was not distant when the great Freethought sol- 
dier of America would greet the English Freethinkers.’’ 


—— 


Leetures and Meetings. 


` Tus Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for “une: 


June 28th—'* What Are Women Here For?” Dr. M, E, 
Lazarus, read by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. 


Joun E. RemssorG has just closed a four weeks tour 
of Minnesota and Wisconsin. He delivered thirty lect- 
ures at the following places: Laverne, Minn., May 28th; 
Heron Like, 29th; Mapleton, May 80:h and June 31; 
Sterling Center, May 31st, Fairmont, Jane ist and 21; 
New Ulm, 4th, 5th, and6th; New Auburn, 7th; Minneap- 
olis, 9th; Arcadia, Wis., 10th and 11th; Independence, 
12th; Whiteball, 18th; Blair, 14th; Seymour, 15th and 
16th; Dale, 17ch and 18th; Beaver Dam, 19th, 20th, and 
21st; Lodi, 22d and 23d; Madison, 23d. 


‘Tax Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 P.M., at Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth 
below Market street, Philadelphis. 
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Toetters oF Rriends. 


Here They Come for the Paper and 
Pictures. 
Cotoravo Orry, Cor., June 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: Please find $3 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year and the ** Pic- 
torial Text-Book.” N. B. HARMES. 


E Hotton, MicH., June 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $8. Send 

me THe TnurH Srrexer one year; also 

** Pictorial Text-Book.” | Cumas. Corte. 


HASKELL, Tex., June 5.1895. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $3, 
for which please enroll me as a subscriber 
to THe TRUTH SEEKER, and send me a 
copy of the ‘* Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Rook.” Respectfully, ©. H. Brvrws. 


San PEDRO, CAL., June 4, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $5. 
Please send THe TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year, and the ‘Pictorial Text-Book,” 
also ‘‘ Hypnotism,” by James R. Cock, 
M.D., and for the rest some of Colonel 
Ingersoll’s latest. Lewis ANDERSEN. 


New Yors, N. Y., June 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I was especially pleased 
with the tone of the paragraph on the 
Hannigan case in your last issue, of which 
a sample copy was sent to me. 

I inclose $3 for a year’s subscription 
' and the ‘* Pictorial Text-Book.” 
W. Soupamore, 


Vancouver, Wasu., June 4, 1895. 
Mz. Epiror: You will find inolosed 
$8.50—$3 for a new subscriber, to whom 
send the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book;” $5.50 
for my subscription and Paine’s ‘‘ Great 
Works " and **A Tale ofa Halo.” I must 
let you know that I never will giv up the 
best paper in the country. We hay started 
a Sunday-school in Vancouver and are 
making very good progress. Keep pound- 
ing away at that old structure, the church; 

itiscrumbling away more every day. 
MICHEL STEFFAN. 


The Retort Apt and Effectiv. 
EDWARDSBURG, MicH., May 25, 1895. 

Mx. Eprror: At dinner at the Schoch 
House, in this city, yesterday, H. Cobb, 
an admirer of Colonel Ingersoll, was asked 
how he liked Ingersoll’s lecture at South 
Bend last winter. Mr. Cobb replied that 
it was grand, whereupon the Presbyterian 
minister of this place, who was present, 
remarked that when he thought of Robert 
Ingersol and his flowery speeches it re- 
minded bim of the pond lily, which grows 
up out of the mud and murky water, and 
comes to the surface and blooms out a 
most beautiful flower. **'T'hen," said Mr. 
Cobb, **you compare Mr. Ingersoli and 
his speeches to the pond lily growing up 
through mud and murky water?" The 
minister replied ‘‘ Yes.” ‘‘ Very good,” 
retorted Mr. Cobb. ‘‘ Mr. Ingersoll grew 
up through the Presbyterian church.” 
The thrust went home, and Mr. Preacher 
had nothing more to offer. Please send 
Mr. H. Cobb a sample copy. 

Yours truly, H. B. Mezan. 


The Cause in Oregon. 
OnzxaoN Orry, Or., June 8, E.M. 295. 

Mr. Environ: My recent lecture trip 
through Southern Oregon was one of the 
must successful and pleasant ones I ever 
had. I lectured eleven times at the fol- 
lowing places: Turner, Aumsville, Corval- 
lis, Junction City, Grant’s Pass, Talent, 
Medford, and Ashland, and to over three 
thousand people. Then I returned to fill 
my regular appointment at Silverton, and 
delivered à Memorial day address to an 
audience of 450 people, including the G. 
A. R., who accepted the invitation of the 
Silverton Secular church to be present. 
The hall was appropriately and beautifully 
decorated, in the center of the platform 
being a magnificent cenotaph, the artistic 
work of the ladies of the Silverton Secular 
church, 

In all of the above places I explained 
our Secular Sunday-school system, and at 
Junction City held a Sundsy-school to 
illustrate practically the work. The peo- 
ple take to this feature of constructiv Sec- 
ularism with great enthusiasm, and it is 
only a matter of a little while when Secular 
Sanday-schools will be conducted in all 
these towns. 


I wish to say a good word for the Agri- 
cultural College at Corvallis. It is doing 
splendid secular work, in that it systemat- 
ically studies and teaches the laws of nat- 
ure, affecting subjects pertaining to the 
farm. The only foolishness I observed, 
and that ought to be abolished because 
useless and an unlawful expenditure of 
publie money, was the religious part of the 
chapel exercises. 

Iobtained 182 members for the Oregon 
State Secular Union on this trip, and the 
total membership now is 880, an increase 
of 443 since the last convention in October. 
Iam sorry I hay not time to tell you of 
the charming people, the beautiful coun- 
try, and the generosity, kindness, and 
courtesy shown me on this trip. I am pre- 
paring to leave for Eastern Oregon this 
month, and besides many lecture appoint- 
ments, arrangements are being made for 
three debates with Christian ministers, one 
of them to continue five evenings. 

On the 2d of this month I resigned as 
secretary of the Oregon State Secular 
Union and as writer of its Sunday-school 
lessons. Karrg Kem Sma. 

Science Is Against the Bible. 
A»PoNAUG, R. I., June 10, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav waited for an op- 
portunity to write to you upon the subject 
of the Bible, and to giv you some of my 
experiences. My father and mother were 
of the old Baptist persuasion, therefore I 
was brought up in the same to the time 
that I left home to look after myself, and 
that was when I was twelve years old. 
Young as I was I never could make up my 
mind to believe in the Bible doctrin, for 
there was too much of hell-fire in it for 
me to swallow, and when I went to sea and 
saw in foreign countries how Christianity 
was propagated, I began to open my eyes 
and to look about and think, and I said, 
If that is what they call religion, I do not 
want any of it in mine, for it is nothing 
but superstition from beginning to end, 
and what they can see in it to be so fanat- 


| ical about, I cannot for the life of me un- 


derstand, or what ground they hav for 
their belief. I cannot see anything but 
hypocrisy and backbiting. 

Now, take the Bible—what is it? If any 
one can giv me the information, I shall be 
glad to hear it. Take the first chapter of 
Genesis, wherein God is said to hav created 
all things in six days. Did he do it, as 
the Bible says? Science does not say so, 
and where can we go and get nearer to the 
truth than by taking science? The Bible 
says this earth is only six thousand years 
old. Science tells us that this earth has 
been in existence for millions of years, 
millions of years before Mr. Adam was 
ever thought of, and as they tell us that 
Adam and Eve were our first parents, 
what proof is there of it? I can find none. 
But these expounders tell usto read the 
Bible, for it is a book of truth, written by 
men who were told by God to write it. 
Who were those inspired men who wrote 
the Bible? Were they vouched for by the 
Christian fathers of the early ages of Chris- 
tianity? If so, I must say that they are 
rather poor evidence for the book. If the 
Bible is such a divine and holy book as 
they say it is, why do they keep revising 
it? They say the world is getting more 
enlightened, and we want to make the 
Bible as smooth as we can in order to keep 
the churches together and keep them in 
harmony with the Bible. Those they call 
the **poor heathen,” to come right down 
to the point of the thing, are more en- 
lightened then they are themselvs. In- 
stead of sending missionaries to convert 
and enlighten the heathens, I say, Let the 
heathens send their missionaries here and 
try to convert and civilize the Christians. 

The books that hav put me to thinking 
of late are Kneeland’s ‘‘ Evidences of 
Christianity;" ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought;" **'The Old Testament Com- 
ically Illustrated," and the ** Freethinker's 
Pictorial Text-Book,” which I never get 
tired of reading; but comrade Putnam's 
book takes the lead of all; I hav been 
through it three times, and the more I 
read it the more interesting it gets. 

Yours in truth, love, and hope, 
JouN R. Swaet. 


Cineinnati Stirred Up Slightly. 
OriNorNNATI, O., June 12, 1895. 
Mr. Epiton; The Liberal League of 


Cincinnati is an organization of German 
sodicties in this ity, which claim to hav a 
membership of 70,000. The sole object of 
the Liberal League is the modification of 
the Sunday laws. The chairman at the 
recent mass meeting advocated a law 
whereby the saloons and other places of 
amusement could be open on Sunday after- 
noon and evening. The chairman was 
Col. Gustav Tafel, who is president of the 
League. The meeting was disappointing 
in point of attendance, there having been 
between 1,500 and 2,000 present, while the 
hall has a capacity of 5,000. Sunday after- 
noon, in thé Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation building, Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, 
of Washington, D. C., secretary National 
Bureau of Reform, lectured upon ‘‘The 
Duty of the American Youth to the Ameri- 
can Sabbath,” to an audience of about 
thirty, and in the evening he spoke at one 
of the churches, replying to the meeting 
of the Liberal League. At the meeting of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association he 
ridiculed the Liberal League meeting be- 
cause of the small attendance at it, calling 
ita ‘‘fizzle.’ He did not seem to realize 
what a fizzle his meeting was. He was 
very bitter against Mr. Miller, whom he 
and several other ministers heard. He 
spokeof Mr. Miller's ** shallow sophistry,” 
stating that those of his remarks which 
were not false were treasonable. Crafts 
showed his malevolence when he stated 
that if he were a judge he would disbar & 
man who made such false statements as 
he alleged Mr. Miller did. He spoke of 
Mr. Miller as an Infidel who claimed to be 
an attorney. 

In reply to Mr. Miller’s statement that 
the Sabbatarians would prevent the de- 
livery of milk on Sunday to dying babes 
if they could, he said that it was false, and 
that Mr. Miller knew it was false. 

He stated and implied throughout his 
address that the Anti-Sabbatarians were 
in favor of everybody working on Sunday, 
and he then proceeded to show with his 
little chart, which he presented with a 
smile expressing his perfect satisfaction 
with it, that it was unhealthy to work 
seven days in the week. His little chart 
was indeed a '*fizzle." The chart is an 
illustration of an argument that the rest 
at uight is not sufficient to offset the work 
of the day, and that one day of rest in 
seven is necessary to bring back the nor- 
mal condition. Incidentally he gave him- 
self away when he stated that in resting 
on Sunday.a person could and would be 
attending Christian Endeavor and various 
other church meetings. 

At the close of his addresss he solicited 
membership and funds for the National 
Reform Association. 

Of course that was not work, even 
though Dr. Crafts does receive a salary 
for engaging in this conspiracy against 
the Constitution of the United States. 
[Rather the conspiracy through the Con- 
stitution against the people of the United 
States. ] 

Mr. Milller in his address compared the 
musician in the theater with the musician 
in the church on Sunday, and the actor 
with the preacher, stating that each was 
engaged in work for recompense, and that 
one was no more entitled than the other to 
work on Sunday. 

The press reports that at the ministers’ 
meeting on Monday morning, they passed 
resolutions in which they condemned the 
holding of such a meeting on a Sunday 
night, as that fact in itself was a violation 
of law. Now the Liberal League meeting 
was held on Saturday night, and as the 
Ohio Liberal Society holds its meetings on 
Sunday night, and as the Ohio Liberal 
Society is often referred to by the press as 
the Liberal League, the reverend gentle- 
men evidently confounded the two. The 
ministers’ condemnation of the Sunday 
night meetings of the Ohio Liberal So- 
ciety is especially significant when con- 
sidered in connection with Dr. Orafts’s 
remark that in resting on the Sabbath, a 
person could and would attend the vari- 
ous church meetings. The true animus of 
the whole matter is shown right there. In 
their solicitude for the rest of the work- 
ingman, Dr. Orafts and the other reverend 
gentlemen most probably are so intellect- 
ually degenerate as not to see it in this 
light. 

In their resolutions, the ministers speak 
of the enforced observance of the Sabbath 


as religious liberty, and Dr, Crafts stated 
at the Young Men’s Christian Association 
that Sabbath desecration is worse than 
stealin z. 

It is very apparent that these wiseacres 
are impervious to reason and that the only 
thing to be done is to oppose them. Mr, 
Miller said it was proper not to observe 
such a law, and that the public officials 
were not required to resurrect and enforce 
obsolete laws. This especially angered 
Mr. Crafts and is what he calls treason. 

Yours truly, Gro. E. Lieut. 
C. Severance Called to Time. 
Hioo, Tex , June 17, 1895, 

Mr. Epiror: Some kind friend has sent 
me a copy of your journal, issued June ist, 
with an article marked from C. Severance, 
of Los Angeles, Oal. : 

Judas was a good man, and only acted 
as God intended he should act. ow for 
the evidence. It'is generally understood 
that God sent his son Jesus into this 
world to undergo crucifixion that his an- 
ger might be appeased toward sinful man 
through the shedding of that son's blood. 
Ithink there is no dispute on this point; 
therefore it naturally follows that God had 
to provide ways and means for consummat- 
ing the death of Jesus, or be the execu- 
tioner himself. 

The principal sentence that your corre- 
spondent utters that the writer desires 
to correct is where he remarks, ‘‘I think 
there is no dispute on this point." Mr. 
Severance is correct in his statements, as 
far as the so-oalled orthodox and the self- 
styled evangelical sects are concerned. 
Yet there are two anite respectable denom- 
inations that hav always disputed the ab- 
surd notions of the popular sectarian. 

The Universalists and Unitarians repu- 
diate the idea of God's anger, in the sense 
that our language attaches to that word. 
The true meaning that we attach to God’s 
anger is simply the sure retributions 
that follow the violation of any law, physi- 
cal, moral, or spiritual. 

Judas had imbibed wrong ideas and was 
misled by the Pharisees concerning the 
true import of the kingdom that Jesus 
Christ was to establish. The Jews were 
expecting a person who would claim the 
Messiahship with suparnatural power and 
in a miraculous manner liberate the Jew- 
ish people from R>mau bondage. This 
was what Judas expected, and he was sadly 
disappointed. When he saw that mistake, 
he repented, and threw down the money. 
And if those who claim to be orthodox and 
call themselvs evangelical would make as 
genuin & repentance, they would not be 
sending Judas and the major portion of 
humanity to endless suffering. 

'The environments that surrounded Ju- 
das caused him to do as he did. So with 
Jesus; they caused him to be a martyr to 
the principles he taught. ‘Lhe Jews were 
expecting a temporal king, to set up a 
temporal kingdom and government. Je- 
sus taught moral and spiritual principles 
that would cause people to do right, to liv 
in peace, and love mercy, 

Jesus did not possess the power that 
Judas supposed, and suffered as a martyr. 
It is not necessary to attack the heathen 
ideas of what is called orthodoxy, to arrive 
at a reasonable understanding of the 
whole subject of true Christianity. When 
we examin what is taught by orthodoxy as 
the teachings of Ohrist, we find the 
system a base counterfeit. The Univer- 
salists and the Unitarians do most emphat- 
ically dispute the points made by Mr. 
Severance. JAMES BILLINGS. 

(Mr. Billings less truly represents the 
Universalists than the Unitarians, espe- 
cially the progressiv wing of the Unitarian 
church. The gentleman scems to look upon 
Jesus as a merely human reformer, but 
such certainly is not the position of the 
Universalist church as represented either 
by its founders or its official oreed. 
Rev. Hosea: Ballou, commonly called 
the Father of Universalism, held to the 
distinctly orthodox dootrin that Jesus 
bore the sins of mankind. Or, as Mr. 
Severance would state it, God sent his 
son into this world to be crucified that 
his anger might be appeased. Mr. Ballou 
differed from the orthodox in that he held 
that Christ’s suffering on the cross was a 
sufficient atonement for the sins of all, and 
that therefore there would be no punish- 
ment after death. One of the most fre- 
quently quoted texts relied on by Univer- 
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salist champions is this from Paul's epis-, 


tle to the Corinthians: ‘‘ For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive." Article II. of the Winchester 
Profession of Belief, the only creed of the 
Universalist church, reads as follows: 

We believe that there is one G'od, whose 
nature is love, revealed in one Lord Jesus 
Ohrist, by one Holy Spirit of Grace, who 
will finally restore the whole family of 
mankind to holiness and happiness. 

All this shows beyond question the un- 
tenability of the position of Mr. Billings, 
so far as the Universslist church is con- 
cerned. With that sect as with the ort:0- 
dox sects, Jesus is the savior of mankind, 
and it will not avail to say that he is their 
savior from sin instead of from hell, for if 
the infinit God of Theism is his father he 
was no more required to be sacrificed in 
order to save men from sin than he was to 
save them from hell. The essential thing 
is that he saves us, no matter from what, 
and in this belief orthodoxy and Universal- 
ism are agreed. Of the two doctrins, ortho- 
doxy is the less absurd, for if we grant 
God—heaven—hell—Ohrist, it is not un- 
imaginable that the death of the son of 
God does in some way we cannot under- 
stand save from hell those who believe in 
his mission, but we know that that belief 
has not saved mankind from sin. 

Incidentally Mr. Billings remarks that 
Jesus ** taught moral and spiritual princi- 
ples that would eause people to do right, 
to livin peace, and love meroy." Some 
of the things he taught might indeed hav 
that effect, but others would hav the very 
opposit effect, hav had the very opposit 
effect. But Mr. Billings cannot be a 
Universalist or a Unitarian unless he 
is also a Theist, and as a believer in a 
god he must admit that whatever the effect 
of the teachings of Jesus, that effect was 
foreseen and intended by God. Therefore 
he must concede, if he is as candid as the 
tone of his letter implies, that God intend- 
ed all the persecutions, tortures, and mur- 
ders that hav flowed from the teachings 
and reputed teachings of Jesus. — Ep. T.8.] 


Equal Freedom for All. 
Epmonps, Wasa., June 8, 1895. 

Mr, Epitor: I see in your number of 
May 4th, a cartoon—‘‘A. P. A. wolf and 
Catholic hyena” after the public schools. 
My object in writiug to you is to make an 
appeal to your better jadgment, and good 
common sense, in regard to this matter. 

I do not believe that you intend to place 
yourself in a false light; nor do I think 
for one moment that you are a hypocrit— 
‘a Jesuit Catholic priest in disguise—s» I 
shall assume that you are honest in sup- 
posing that you are doing jastice to all 
‘hands iu your cartoon representation. 

Bat now, dear sir, let me ask you if you 
had not better fully investigate the subject 
before you undertake to expose any man 
or body of men. I must assume that you 
do not belong to the American Protectiv 
Association, for the assumption that you 
are not a hypocrit, and downright traitor, 
must inevitably make clear the conclusion 
that you never joined the order. Now, let 
me ask you in all candor, Would it not be 
more just, more in keeping with your head 
lines—‘‘ The Truth Seeker "—to first know 
for yourself what the teaching and prin- 
ciples of that order are before yoa judge? 
And would it not be more manly to know 
first whom you are calling ‘‘ wolf,” before 
you publish a wholesale slander of their 
character? Now, I think if you were 
aware of how many noble men you were 
thus characterizing as *' wolves," men that 
belong exolusivly to your own ‘‘ faith,” 
you would hesitate before you did such an 
injustice. 

Would it not enhance the circulation of 
your paper to do less stigmatizing and 
more investigating, so you would know 
whom you were classing as ‘' wolves,” 

Let me inform you a little in my feeble 
way. In the first place, I hav it from 
good authority that a large majority of the 
order of American Protectiv Association 
in this country are Freethinkers, Infidels, 
and Liberals. Rev, Mr. Daly, who spoke 
in Seattle not long since, told that vast 
audience that a large majority of the or- 
ganization were Liberals, men who did 
not care a straw for any religion, only love 
: of country, and were bound to defend its 
institutions at all hazards. Ip other words, 
were patriots. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Now, honestly, don’t you think you are 
just a little premature in stigmatizing such 
men as '' wolves?" Does it make such men 
place more confidence in the rest of your 
valuable paper? 

Don't you think, honor bright, that it 
may lessen the esteem and confidence of 
many of the actual sympathizers with your 
labor to make the world think? 

We kuow that there are scores of Jesuits 
all over our land insinuating themselvs 
into every branch of our affaire, assuming 
the ministry and, with the garb of Prot- 
estant ministers, working with all their 
diab lical craftiness to capture the masses 
of the people, and engraft God in our 
Constitution. 

We know that some of them hav been 
exposed, and others we are watching with 
the eye of a sentinel on guard, We be- 
lieve there are Methodists, Baptists, Uni- 
versalists, Unitarians, in fact, all religious 
churches are tinctured with them, even the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union is 
not free from them, and can be spotted 
with due diligence. Then, may it not be 
just possible that there may be one or two 
among our Materialistic friends? May not 
your position cause some of the watchful 
Freethinkers to suspect that it is just pos- 


‘sible that you are influenced, more or less, 


by that very element? Stop a moment, 
and, with your usual calm judgment and 
good sense, see if it would not be better 
to know whom you were slandering, and 
whether you may not be using your useful 
columus for something not so useful, 
something, in fact, hurtful to you, to true 
liberty and our country’s glorious flag? 
I hav always liked Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
since my old friend Bennett used to run 
it, and I do not want it to assume a posi- 
tion, either ignorantly or otherwise, that 
shall lower it in the esteem of the Liberals 
of this country. This is why these lines 
are penned. P. C. Mints. 


[So we are to be ranked as Catholics in 
disguise because we do not profess to see 
in a certain order what we cannot see? 
We are to be ranked as Jesuits because we 
are not willing to abandon the broad plat- 
form of secular Freethought to engage in 


a crusade to help out one division of the, 


Christian church at the expense of the 
other and of the fundamental principles 
of equal rights and impartial liberty? We 
are to be ranked as enemies of the cause 
we hav advocated for so many years be- 
cause we cannot accept without analysis 
the pretensions of an infant organization 
whose originators and leaders were never 
known a3 Freethinkers, were not and are 
not Freethinkers, and who are working 
for certain political ends and in the interests 
of Protestant orthodoxy? We are to be 
ranked as opponents of the separation of 
church and state because we are not willing 
to assent to the expulsion of Catholic 
teachers from the common schools and of 
Catbolics from the country, at the behest 
of Orange and other fanatic: who hav 
never shown that they hav the most remote 
conception of the principles of religious 
liberty? 

Our friend asks us to investigate. We 
hav investigated, as he should know, for 
we hav laid the evidence sacured time and 
again before our readers, and we certainly 
are not to blame if we are misunderstood. 
Weare well aware that on the Pacific coast 
there are many Freethinkers in the order 
named, but their views do not control the 
order, 888 national organization, nor color 
the utterances of its leading organs. In 
other words, the order is not what Mr Mills 
and his Liberal friends think it is, and they 
would get at the facts in the case if they 
would take a more comprehensiv view, a 
view embracing the whole Union. Has 
it not occurred to them that the order may 
not be wholly the same in different sec- 
tions of the country, that a few Westeru 
lodges may be impartially secular in their 
intentions without committing the national 
body to that broad position? Perhaps an 
illustration from our current politics will 
assist in making this clear to our friend: 
Asis known to all, Western coast Repub- 
licans and Democrats are favorable to the 
free coinage of silver, while Eastern Re- 
publicans and Democrats are opposed, and 
the latter hav so far succeeded in dictating 
the policies of their respectiv parties in 
this matter. 

Of the Demands of Liberalism, the three 
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the secularization of the schools, the re- 
peal of Sunday laws, and the taxation of 


church property. The American Protectiv 


Association demands the last of the three, 
but weare sorry to be compelled to say that, 
as & rule, the only reason given by their 
spokesmen for their opposition to church 
exemption is the growing power of the 
Catholic church; very little is said con- 
cerning the untaxed wealth of the Prot- 
estant churches, although, of course, the 
latter own much the greater amount of 
such property. In other words, there is 
lacking that cordial appreciation of the 
principle of egual justice which the intel- 
gent and all-around Freethinker must 85e 
mauifested in the utterances and actions 
of any class of men before he can identify 
himself with them. Regarding the secu- 
larization of education, we are unable to 
agree with the American Protectiv Associ- 
ation’s scheme and its method of work. 
To all appearances, and judging by the 
evidences at hand, the order is fighting 
simply for schools controled by the Prot- 
estants. It stands for proscription of 
Catholic teachers rather than for the real 
secularization of the schools, We hav 
heretofore shown how it either aotivly or 
passivly givs its influence for the retention 
of the Bible in the schools, and how the 
more or less closely. affiliated organiza- 
tions which work along parallel lines with 
it pursue the same policy and avow the 
same principles or permit them to be in- 
ferred from their platforms and the utter- 
ances of their papers and speakers. If the 
American Protectiv Association is actually 
opposed to the Bible in the common schools 
will Mr. Mills hav the kindness to tell us 
why the platforms.of the order, state and 
national, do not contain a word against 
that form of religious instruction in the 
school? We are not asking for glittering 
generalities—the order finds no difficulty 
in being specifio and clear when attacking 
a particular church; what we ask is that it 
be equally specific and clear when speak- 
ing of the aggressions of the other 
churches. We are not here to pull hot 
chestnuts out of the fire for any church. 
One of the most vital issues of the day is 
that of Sunday laws. Weare hard-pushed 
on every side; Mr. Mills, as a reader of 


Tue TaurH Seexer, knows something of. 


the gravity of the situation; will he point 
us toademand made by the national or- 
ganization of the American Protective As- 
sociation for the abrogation of Sabbath 
statutes? Will he point us to one made by 
a State organization of the order? If he 
should, possibly, be able to find one on 
the Pacific coast, can he find one else- 
where? And where hasa state organization 
of the order or the national order or asiate 
or national organization of the affiliated 
societies pronounced against the God-in- 
the-Constitution movement? Before THE 
Truta Seeker is accused of Jesuit leanings 
and machinations, it would be well for our 
friends of the American Protectiv Associ- 
ation, eZ al, to place themselvs on record 
against the treasonable schemes of the 
Protestaut Jesuits, whose successes are 
paving the way for the success of the Cath- 
olic church, if it is tò come, for it goes 
without saying that if the Protestants of 
the United States had stood loyally by the 
principles of the Constitution Rome would 
never hav dreamed of Christianizing our 
constitutions and laws. As said before, 
we are not to be put off with elusiv, gen- 
eral statements; we well know what the 
indefinit declarations of political plat- 
forms are worth—that is, nothing. We 
want to know the official attitude of the 
order regarding the Bible, prayers, and 
psalm singing in the publie schools; re- 
garding the Sunday statutes, chaplaincies, 
religious proclamations, and all the other 
infractions.of the law of equal religious 
freedom and denials of the Nine Demands. 
And do not forget the efforts to Christian- 
ize the national Constitution. è 


We cannot refrain from calling atten- 
tion to the fact that membership in this 
organization of which we are speaking has 
so acted on the naturally fair and just 
mind of our correspondent as to lead him 
to hint that we, who were opposing with 
all our strength the encroachments of the 
church almost twenty years before the 
American Protectiv Association was born, 
may, after all, be a Catholic masquerading 


as & Freethinker because, forsooth, we 
aré not ready to say that this society, | 
which has not yet cared or dared to come 
upon the secular platform, is worthy of 
the unqualified indorssment of Freethink 
ers.—Ep. T. S.] 

— 


Mortuary—A. D. O*Neil. 

Arthur D. O'Neil, of 107 Park avenue, 
Chicago, Ill., at one time very promi- 
nent in the Liberal cause, died June 4th, 
after an illness of some three weeks’ dura- 
tion. Hə succumbed to a complication of 
liver and stomach troubles. 

Mr. O'Neil was intended in early life for 
the Roman Catholic priesthood, ‘but 
proved to possess too much mentality and 
rugged honesty. He lived in Chicago 
some forty-five years, and was Considered 
one of the old residents. True to his con- 
victions, by his request, neither priest nor 
preacher officiated at his funeral, on the | 
6th inst., but the services at the residence - 
and also at the grave were confined to the 
simple burial forms of the Masonic lodge 
of which he was Master for many years. 

A very large concourse of friends and 
eitizens followed the remains to their last 
resting-place in Forest Home, attesting 
the personal esteem in which he was held. 

A. D. O'Neil was a man of sterling integ- 
rity and of large business capacity, but of 
whole-souled geniality to. those fortunate 
enough to. possess his personal acquaint- 
ance. At his home Messrs. Watts, Put- 
nam, and other Liberal lecturers hav fre- 
quently been entertained by his charming 
wife, who, when they hear of this, will 
doubtless forward their word of consola- 
tion in her hour of affliction. 

Mr. O'Neil was celebrated as an ornithol- 
ogist, and was a member of the Audubon 
Olub. 

While a man of wide reading and broad 
ideas, Mr. O Neil was alive to the mate- 
rial things, and left an estate generallv es- 
timated at $200.000. He left four children, 
A. D. O’Niel, Jr., Mrs. Dr. Wilson, Roy, 


and , who, with his devoted widow, 
hav the sincere sympathy of 
E. A. Stevens. 
- B. L. MYERS. 
ConoraDo Senrwas, Oon., } 
June 9, E.M., 295. j 


Mz. Eprron: I hav just returned from 
Calhan, Col, where I helped to bury a 
good Freethinker, B. L. Myers, who be- 
longed to Tue Trura SEEkER family. He 
was forty-eight years old, and leaves two 
sons, who are Freethinkers. Mr. Myers 
was a deep thinker, a truth seeker, and a 
noble citizen. He had the largest funeral 
this section ever saw, showing the respect 
the people had for an Infidel. One Chris- 
tian lady who was at the funeral said she 
thought it was a shame to honor an In- 
fidel more than they had been honoring 
the Christians when they died. He left 
none but religious enemies, every one ad- 
miring his honesty and integrity. All of 
his neighbors testify to his kindness. He 
was repeatedly elected justice of the peace 
where he lived. I hav often heard him say 
that the truth was good enough for him, 
let it be what it might. He had been an 
unbeliever for many years, having been of 
the Paine aud Voltaire kind, but he be- 
eame an Atheistin later years. He re- 
quested me two years ago to conduct his 
funeral services on the Freethought plan, 
which I did as best I could, talking 
at the grave for a few minutes, telling 
the people his religious views, and remind- 
ing them that he did not recant his beliefs 
at death, having dropped dead without a 
moment’s pain. His last words were ad- 
dressed to his baby grandchild, which was 
playing in the yard. He said: ‘‘ You lit- 
tle rogue, you will get dirty there," and 
in a moment after dropped dead. There 
ended a great life. Onas. SrRADLING. 


BERTIE CARSNER. 

Little Bertie Carsner, five years old, the 
bright jewel of the Wagner, Or., Secular 
Sunday-school, is dead. ^ : 

Young as he was, he took part in the ex- 
ercises, and was always ready to giv his 
recitations. He was a natural born musi- 
Gian, and would sit for hours at the organ 
and sing his little songs. He was every- 
body's favorit, and his death is a terrible 
blow to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Warren 
Oarsner, who are subscribers for Tux 


TauvH SENKER. The funeral services were 

purely secular, and were conducted by Mr. 

Wagner, member of the Sanday-school. 
Katie Kram Sacra, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


Joyous Junes of Childhood. 


Where the bluebell’s morning chimes 
Made the thicket's azare rimes, 

Pale sweetwilliams, pink and gold, 
Gave us their sweet sheaves to hold. 


There the strawberry’s bush o' flame 
Held the thrush’s lamps o’ hame; 
There the crow-foot dropped her stars 
'Neath the robin’s whistled bar, 

Ani red rose-leaves in the rain 

Furled their sails of rosy stain; 
Indian pink:, on hilly spires, 

Lit the pure day’s morning fires; 
Tigerlilies crouched along 

Summer meadows sweet with song. 


Dipping in the stream!et's tide, 
Fa'e, with silver leaf we tried, 

And if so the leaves grew white. 
Fortune's wheel had rolled in sight; 
Secret wishes we should win, 

With our white ships sailing in. 


Poor wild roses paled and slipped 
'Neath the plowshare's furrowed crypt; 
Later channels deep and wide, 

Tarn them to the mem’ry side, 

Where I find them in my dreams, 

By the fields and singing streams. 


With the deertongue's slender leaves, 
Thrust amid our shining sheaves, 
Golden thread made gleaming bands 
For the harvest of our hands 


Flying squirrels, free from harms, 
In the dead elm’s strong white arms, 
Leaped across to leafy swings 

"Mid the oak b3ugh’s whisperings; 
Hazel branches’ undertow 

Called the hnman drift and flow, 
Where we each had hurried view 

Of the speckled eggs, or blue. 


For the brown bee’s honey wells 
Columbine lent golden cells, 
Leaning o’er the brook to drink, 
In thir tasseled robes of pink. 


Honeysuckle’s hollow shoots 
Wrought a make-believe of flutes, 
Till we frightened with wild moods 
A'l the sweet bird: from the woods. 


Hickory trees whose breadth of leave: 
Shamed the bishop’: flowing sleeves, 
Offered each a shimmering fan 

For the faces flecked with tan; 

Thus their tattered boles are blent 
With each summer's blandishment, 
While the joyous June day's laughter, 
Echoes down tLe sky's blue rafter. 


Mary BAIRD Finca. 
——————— ooo 


About Seals. 


Inwaco, Wasa., June 10, 1895. 

Miss Wrxon: One of our neigbbors se- 
cured a baby seal of very recent birth. It 
was caught in a gill net, and weighs about 
fifteen or eighteen rounds. he upper 
part of the body is covered with short, 
thick, blue hair, with dark brown splotches. 
The belly is of a cream white. It has 
large, innocent, fawn-like eyes, and has a 
plaintiv call which sounds like ** Ma, ms.” 
It drinks milk. Now, my pa wants to 
know if it is of the mammal kind, and is it 
*'evoluting" into the water or ''evolut- 
ing" out of the water? As we are not able 
to buy such books as would giv us the 
desired information, you will very much 
oblige us by telling us what science says 
on the subjeot. ANNIE SEEBER. 

The seal which is referred to in Annie 
Seeber's letter is an aquatic mammal. It 
is different from other mammals on 
account of the structure of its limbs, its 
toes being included in one common frame, 
which converts them into fins. Between 
the outer covering of the body and the 
muscles is a layer of fat, which makes the 
seal round and plump. It has a large 
brain, and full, expressiv eyes, as Annie 
has noted. She will also observe that the 
nostrils are capable of closing when under 
water. Seals travel together in herds, and 
in winter migrate to milder climates than 
arctic geas. They can remain under the 
water as long as twenty minutes at a time. 
They are good divers and fine swimmers, 

In their family relations they are po- 
lygamous, the father geal supporting three 
or four wives. They are very fond of their 
babies, caressing and nursing them very 
carefully. 

They like to get out upon the rocks to 
sun themselvs. J remember one very en- 
joyable afternoon at the Cliff House in 


out in the ocean. The little ones playing 
with their mammas were very cunning. 

As articles of commerce, seal skins are 
of two kinds, bair and fur skin; coats, 
eloaks, caps, and gloves being made from 
them, and seal products comprise à vast 
and profitable business. The places where 
seals are captured in large numbers are 
called seal: meadows. They do not range 
far out at sea, and are usually found near 
the coast. They are sometimes taken in 
nets. Sea's are highly intelligent, and can 
be taught many tricks, such as bowing the 
head, kissing, and shaking the hand. 
They hav been taught to feign sleep and 
to snore. They are gentle and affectionate, 
and when made captivs they learn to know 
their keeper. There are several varieties 
of seal. The old Romans believed the 
seal to be a preservativ against lightning, 
and they were accustomed to make tents 
of seal skin under which they crept in 
thunder storms. 

The seal which Annie mentions as now 
in captivity, probably belongs to the group 
callocephalus, the color of which is gen- 
erally bluish-brown above and yellow- 
white underneath. The male of the Green- 
land, or harp seal, is grayish-white, and 
the females are brown with black spots, 
while the young ones are snowy white. 

S. H. W. 

[The question whether the seal is ** evo- 
luting ” out of the water, or into it, is a 
very difficult one to answer, though some 
of the readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER may 
know. The seal belongs to the order of 
‘*marine animals of prey," and although 
it does not look like a land animal from 
the outside, yet its bones, especially those 
of the head, besides the way it bears 
young, show that it is closely related to 
some fish-eating quadrupeds that liv ashore. 
Probably, says Haeckel, the seal origi- 
nated out of a kind of weasel, which he calls 
Mustelina. The otter, the mink, and the 
muskrat may be relativs of the seal. 
“Even at the present day," continues 
Haeckel, ‘‘the fish otters, and still more 
so the sea otters, present a direct form of 
transition to seals, by adaptation to an 
aquatic [water] life, and how the steering 
fing of marine rapacious animals hav 
arisen out of the legs of the otters " Seals, 
dogs, and otters are in the same line, the 
last being about half way between the seal 
and the dog. So it appears that the seal 
must hav ‘‘evoluted " into the water from 
the land, tbough writers on the subject 
never use the word. The whale also has 
arisen out of some land animal, probably 
a far-off ancestor of the walrus. | 

—ÁÉe——— 


Correspondence. 


New Oampria, Kan., June 2, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wixon: We hav had four 
heavy rains since May 22, which are help- 
ing the crops very much. I think we will 
hav a large crop of osts. Our corn is doing 
finely since the rains hav come, and prob- 
ably we will get a crop of corn. Yester- 
day was mysister’s birthday; she is twelve 
years old. There are a great many Liber- 
als out here, but they are afraid to say 
what they think, for fear they will lose a 
lot of friends. My mother is writing Lib- 
eral articles for the county papers, and 
thev are all publishing them. 

We are going to hav a great time the 
Fourth of July. The Penns are going to 
get up a celebration, and giv every boy $5 
that climbs a greasy pole. One merchant 
says that if a couple will get married, he 
will giv & lot of presents out of his store. 

REUBEN WAKEMAN ABBOTT, 


[The boy whose mother works and talks 
for true Liberalism cannot fail to be brave 
and good, if he follows her teachings. —Ep. 
C. O.] 


TELLER, Cor., May 30, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I will now write to 
you again and tell you about the mines. 
Mamma, myself, and a friend of ours, went 
down in one of the mines. It was the 
Amethyst, and it is ten hundred and fifty 
feet deep. We went down only seven 
hundred feet and then ascended a ladder 
one hundred feet, up to the six hundred 
level; then we went in a tunnel that runs 
beneath our house six hundred feet under 
ground. There is à pump on the seventh 
level, and if it stops an-hour the water will 
fil in the shaft four feet. The pump 
pumps two hundred and seventy gallons 
per minute. Then just a little way up 
on the hill is the New York Chance. Then 
above our house is the Happy Thought. 
There are several other mines that I will 
not mention, because my letter is getting 


San Francisco watching the playful antics | too long. I send you a piece of crystal- 


of the seals on the seal rocks a little way 


lized lead out of the Amethyst mine, 


Teller is a mining camp two miles above 
Creede. The snow is eight inches deep 
here now. How is that for summer? 

I remain your Liberal friend, 
OLIVE L. JEROME. 


[A very. interesting letter, Olive. We 
shall be pleased to hear from you again.— 
Ep. C. O.] 


ATOHISON, Kan., June 10, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: It seems to me im- 
possible, but I guess it is a fact, that one 
long year has elapsed since I last wrote to 
the Corner. I am ashamed of myself for 
being so delirquent, but hope you and the 
Cornerites will pardon me for so doing. 

Ihav been having very poor health for 
some time, therefore hav not had the 
energy to carry on correspondence. How- 
ever, I am feeling pretty well again, and 
hope soon to regain my health. 

Ii God isthe father of this universe, and 
is fo powerful as is claimed by some, why 
does not he care for his children asa father 
Should and try to prevent sickness and 
make hearty, robust people of them iu- 
stead of having them suffer and battle 
their lives away with poor health. I think 
such a father is à criminal and ought to be 
convicted for murdering his own children. 
I think before the world grows much 
older, that the superstitious, religious 
eranks will find out that their father above 
is not as much of a physical enabler as 
they hav generally supposed, and will con- 
vict him for what I hav just stated. 

He givs what is supposed to be his medi- 
cin (which is compounded superstitious 
religion), but to those only that are men- 
tally deranged; so we Freethinkers can 
giv good reasons for not accepting his 
strong tonic, as our minds are clear in 
that respect; and I notice it makes cranks 
of those that do accept aud those cranks 
(which you know) are of no use to human 
civilization. 

Perhaps the almighty can operate them, 
but to what benefit? Itsink if he would 
apply them to grindirg-stones and sharpen 
up some of these dull-headed ministera of 
the gospel (which would take several years’ 
constant grinding) he might succeed in 
benefiting something; but as long as they 
are of no use to anybody, that long he 
would not succeed, and I think the world 
will be much better off without them. I 
suppose he has a life patent on them, but I 
hope not, at least, as it is a poor patent. 

Well as I am taking up too much of 
your valuable space with these cranks(but 
then you know it takes lots of room for 
them) I will close. Hoping soon to regain 
my health, but without the aid and assist- 
ance of the almighty and his tonic, I re- 
main your Liberal friend, 

JoHN J, I. RgMsBURG. 


[It indeed seems a long while since we 
heard from our friend John. We always 
think of him with pleasure, and hope to 
hear soon that he is enjoying that best of 
blessings, good health.—Ep. C. O.] 


Versus 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 


By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, 10 Cents. For sale at this Office. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


Bv Rav. G.T Box, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 
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Neither will medicine. 

Bicycling will. 

All you need is to get out doors 
and let the tonic of rapid motion 
put new blood into your veins 
and tissues. 


Or a HARTFORD, 580 $60. 


Boys’ or Girls’ Hartfords, $50. 


. Get a Columbia Catatogue. free at 
any Columbia agency; by mail for two 


ERR 


Something M 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTH WICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of * Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


J.D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book o 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear expoaition 
of the biblical story of man's “ creation, and 
“curse,” theologically denominated the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. an 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible. involving, questions of theology, 
morals, and history. rice, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus, A refuta- 
tion of the assumption that he was & divine 
erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 
Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it were and what it RET RICH: 
ess . THE ü 
28 Lafayette place, New York 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as "Eye-openers," in doing '' Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inqniring persons, send for a supply of 


these valuable little evangels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen~ 
erous-hearted persons oan afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 
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The Bible God Disproved by Nature. W.E. 
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Blasphemy anc the Bible. C B Reynolds..... 
''ae Book of Esther. A Specimen of 
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Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. t. Max Muller..... 
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. H. Pr 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE; 


2 , 
S THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
i AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera» 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are base 
upon scientific pir 


It is eloquent as well a8 convincing. 
Price, cloth, $1. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Oensus of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa, 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States, and, Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments to be fonnd. The figures. bein 
Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, w 
not he superseded nntil the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning ou them so lon 
as the Anjustiee of church exemption is suffere 
10 5xist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
esductions are Made: 

l'en copies. - E E E 

Fifty copies, - - - - 

Jue hundred copies - E - 8.00 

Larger quantities at special rates. 

Address THE TBUTH SEEKER. New York. 
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Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Em 
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2 aos Li 

3| Great Suicides of History. 
1] Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
s| Essay “On Suicide.” 

5 Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 


10 


enology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of jnstice. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. | 
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Freethough 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $s. 
The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


vette 


mme 


With $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE  PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Hour Hundred Years. 


LPIA 


we 


e HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It. 
had. been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not. 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 

. multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Yrans or FREK- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It : 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home f 
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book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


j 
Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50, - | 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


$oUUUUUUU000 000 UUU. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument for ‘limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal Just ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKEP, 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES, 


A new edition of that splendid Prose poem 
"Life," by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G 
Tagersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In tke center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
.urrounded bythe prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who. now, as far as we 


A Lecture 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 1C Cents. 
A little book of 58 pages, fall of scientifl 


thought. D 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


A NEW EDITION 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 


know, stands alone! in d living pona: It will fully Set Forth. 
make a deli: ul present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of Sntellectual greatness, but of artistic By REV. FOBFRT y YLOR, D.D. 


workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 
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GOVERNMENT. |Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


HIS 
Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 


The story of .this great scientist’s life 


28 Lafayette Place, New Vork Gi ty 
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Gems of Phought. | Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices 


Ir God made us in his own image, we 
hav well returned the compliment — Vol- 
taire. 


Ir it be a duty to respect other men’s 
claims, so also is it a duty to maintain our 
own. That which is sacred in their per- 
sons is sacred in ours also.— Herbert 
Spencer. 


Sorenow is inexorably hostil to supernat- 
uralism — cannot recognize 2 particle of it. 
It knows nothing of a super-nature; with 
science all is nature, and nature is ai 
W. S. Bell. 


WueEn the political leaders of a people 
find that their dupes are disposed to turn 
upon them they do everything possible to 
save themselvs by directing popular indig- 
nation toward some foreign country. This 
trick began with the world’s first demagog. 
—Galveston News. 


Tur church thought that the air was 
filled with devils; that every sinner was 
a kind of tenement honse inhabited by 
evil spirits; that angels were on one side 
of men and evil spirits on the other, and 
that God would, when the subscriptions 
and donations justified the effort, drive 
the evil spirits from the field. — Ingersoll. 


AGAINST the body of a healthy man Par- 
liament has no right of assault whatever 
under pretense of public health; nor any 
the more against the body of a healthy i in- 
fant. To forbid perfect health is tyrannical 
wickedness, just as much as to forbid chas- 
tity or sobriety. The law is unendurable 
usurpation, and creates the right of resist- 
ance.—Francis W. Newman. 


Tue world is not yet done with the law- 
maker. This ubiquitous character is not 
the man who goes to the legislature, but 
the man who sends him. Freedom will 
come when it is summoned. As much free- 
dom has come as has been asked for. The 
debt is not of the natural to the artificial, 
but of each era to itself. We draw in the 
measure Of our collateral — Horace L. 
Traubel. 


Manernp has reached a point where a 
new sphere of thought is born. Whitman 
is the first great spokesman in literature 
of the cause non-ascetic—the naturalistic 
attitude toward nature aud the world, ac- 
cepting the body as coequal with the soul. 
His acceptance of the body, glorifying it 
and exalting it joyously, puts him in total 
opposition with ascetic Christianity.— 
William Sloane Kennedy. 


Let nothing human be indifferent to 
you. Liv in this world as of it; do not 
aspire beyond, but for and through and 
by it. Carry men on iu your manhood 
nearer to truth, to justice, to nobility, and 
the joy which is their fruit. Repress no 
faculty, withhold no gift—spend all your 
treasure. Share thus in creation; and in 


the impulse you shall hav given. toward 


more full and perfect life be content to 
see your immortality.—Frederika Mac- 
donald. 


I xnow of nothing more terrible than 
the poor creatures who hav learned too 
much. Instead of that sound powerful 
judgment, which would hav_ probably 
grown up if they had learned nothing, 
their thoughts creep timidly and hynoti- 
cally after words, principles, and formula, 
constantly by the same paths. What they 
hav acquired is a spider’s web of thoughts 
too weak to furnish sure supports, but com- 
plicated enough to produce confusion.— 
-Ernst Mach. 


Tux first postulate in every theory of 
the significance of existence has been— 
God. Suppose, now, the effect be tried of 
leaving God out. This the more readily 
as God accounts for nothing—needs ac- 
counting for just as much as the matters 
he is introduced to explain. Atheism does 
not ‘‘discharge life of its meaning;" it 
rather invests life with its highest signifi- 
cance, as if gods ourselvs. While it is be- 
lieved there is a God, somebody will al- 
ways be pretending to "know all about him 
—making respectability, civil privileges, 
life itself, depend on belief (real or simu- 
lated) of the fables or absurdities they may 
be pleased to invent regarding him.— 
John Francis Smith. 


Now and then a time Comes when the 
love of country demands the utmost sacri- 
fices that can be made, when life and for- 
tune hav to be freely offered if national 
existence is to be maintained. But pro- 
fessions of high devotion—which are so 
easily made when there is no demand for 
anything but lip service—count for noth- 
ing, and at the present time the ones who 
best love their country are those who ex- 
hibit their devotion to her welfare by do- 
ing all that in them lies to aid the cause 
of efficient and honest government, and 
to improve the social and industrial well 
being of the too often unregarded millions 
of their fellow countrymen. — Boston 
Herald. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposiug the Tneonsistenis, of Chri-tians 
general 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FOR CRIME 
Buttentestod by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 
DID ALAN FALL? isthe Garden of Eden 
act? Israel W Gro 
EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 
FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
one or tha. mosh effective ever written by any 


Freethin 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while jonrneying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
struntions n the world from the great teacn- 

fthe former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought Taternational Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste n’s i 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF IN:IDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 

of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christiaa who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, * What Has Infidelity Done?” should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


HOW IAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 


Supernatural] Conceived, and did he Rise 
he D ? Israel W Gro 
INGERSOLL ‘AND JESUS. Showing how 
e two agree. iO m by Samuel P Putnam. 
THE’ LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. “Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. . Cou- 
gert i5 s is s Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
rote 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon SEA Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND M RACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 

is the Bin Testament- One of John Peck’s 


MOSES. BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Cl. WU H: J. Seieneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. *'It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamph] B7 therefore; isa consideration 
of what kind of i God man should make. : 
Samuel P. Putnam. i 

ORTHODOXY. “A. lecture by Colonel} 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one_of that great 
man’s best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 
and Births, Che Religion of Becieroctey Mo- 
hamm:d, The Destruction of Art, 1 is- . 
covery of America, Copernicus era Tester | 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creei, God as a Governor. The Love' 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
TheSecond Birth, Ins iration, Tne Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection The Judgment- Day, ious 
Evasions, " No B’ble, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Fter- 
nal Punishment. Some who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


Showing that 'PULPI 


n the famous text, '* The > Olorey know that I 

know that they do not k 
PERSON AL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 

ROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FREDERICK Dovanass and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL ou the Decision of the 
United States Court «hat the Civil Rights Aot 
is Unconstitutional. sifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which: Colonel Iagersoll’s speech 


occu les 88 PEW. 4 

AND CRADLE. So long 
as the pie speaks to believing Pews oom- 
posed chiefiy mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 

Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts 


THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Meetic S best lectures, and it is, like all of 
is, Very £00 
THE ROTRING LION ON THE TRACK. 
M. Babcock's comical sermons. 
SCIENCE. vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 


flict Between Reason and Superstition. TO 


Wid 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence o” the forgory of his 
MERO gosnel. H J Se:zneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastit virtues and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th aud 16th 
centuries for tne promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
Specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 

. The descriptions and refleotions by 

George E. Mac 


VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 


dredth's" auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated iy James Parton, author of the 


of Voltaire. To which are added the 
ns great poems of Goeth>,. , George Eliot. 
aud L^ngfe 


WAS CHRIST. ' CRUCIFIED 1 Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideratitn of the 
evideuce of that alleged event. . . 

WAS JESUS INSANE? AconsidÉration 
e hrist’: alleged acha whi^h vvould lead one 

o that conotusion. OUK Was 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
otn-r A gnoitie Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nam. 
Tre title poem, is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam's many poems, and a great 
many etitions of it have been calted for. The 
other poems are: iue Golden Age, The pace! 
and the Real Not Dead, but living Frui- 
tion, Hove, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Addressto Deity, and tne shor" po-mso often 
recited. vith gross effect by Charles Watts, 


WILT’ THÉ e COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fora Mr. Underwood joined the Psychio Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr’ss at Chi- 
cago. OConside ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
Upon H r, Theology Never Helpfulto Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend, S reethought the 
Benefactor of Woman 


WOMAN: HER PAST “AND PPRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage As- 
socia ion of Denver. Col.. by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for a dollar. 
Aderess THER TRUTH REEKER CO.. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh. 


It. will 
Corner 
the 
Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


£00 nes. 200 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

Thag e Adventures and Work of Noah, 
unting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 

A Queer Family 

Isaac and His ' Fister; 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon. 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson ane Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God’s Favorite. 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city. 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


‘The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


`- Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think thev own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both bis grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Ixazzsonr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln— said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

*An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched. all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IxarnzsOLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, Daver, 25 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


` 
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JYot for Parsons. 


Huren had been teasing for permission 
to go to dancing school, and had been re- 
fused. ‘* But why can’t I go?" asked the 
child. ‘‘ Because there are so many other 
things that I hav to do for you, dear," her 
mother answered, ‘‘I cannot afford any 
more." ‘*But can’t I giv up somethiug 
else?" the child persisted. ‘* Why, 
know," as an idea flitted across the brain 
of this embryo woman of the world; “I will 
giv up Christian Endeavor."—JNew York 
Tribune. : 


Tur law compelling barbers to shut up 
their shops on Sunday isnot so rigorous as 
a statute compelling them toshut up them- 
selvs would be, but it is more than suf- 
ficiently stringent, and might hav been 
omitted without any injary to public 
morals or well-being. People hay got ac- 
customed to their ministrations on that 
day, and they present a smoother and more 
glistening aspect after their administration 
than before, makiug them choicer orna- 
ments of the church, the thoroughfare, 
and the domestic circle. Itis a useless, 
meddlesome law, which ought to be re- 
pealed as soon as possible. Its author 
ought to be seriously scraped by the first 
barber into whos3 hands he falls, and to 
hav bottles of tricopherous urged upon 
him constantly during the process. It isa 
severe punishment, but not equal to his 
case. He deserves to wear a misfit wig for 
the remainder of his days and to sustain 
the flow of tonsorial conversation inter- 
mittently as long as the doctors think 
he can stand up under it.—New York 
Tribune. 


To Most of the Four Million in and 
about New York: If you do not liv in the 
way we liv you are leading bad lives. We 
are but a few thousand in this vast Ameri- 
can metropolis, but we know we are right, 
and we know everybody else is wrong. 
We know nearly all the four million try 
to make Sanday a holiday, to take their 
children out to nearby suburban resorts, 
to hav them play base-ball and ride the 
merry-go-rounds and shout and laugh, to 
hav young people dance together to 
pleasant music, while the old ones sit un- 
der trees and drink their lager or claret. 
Perhaps three million nine hundred and 
ninety-five thousand think this is the true 
way to keep Sunday, but we five thousand 
say that it is the wrong way. There 
must be no games for children, no dano- 
ing for youths and maidens, no lager, no 
wine for those grown up. Sit under the 
shade treesif you will, but meditate on the 
certainty of death. "Therefore, yesterday 
we tried to close up many suburban play- 
grounds; in one place we sealed the fences 
and invaded the grounds, In the city we 
compelled men to lie and dodge policemen 
to get a drink. We are few, but we will 
never weary in our efforts to change New 
York from an international metropolis into 
a big Paritan Podunk GCorners.—7Ae 
Holier Than Thous, in the Evening World. 


REV. ZEBA HAMPTON EXPLAINS IT. 

** Moses take de son of man out of de 
bull-rush and put him on a tall brass pole; 
and while was a-gwine up a scorripin bite 
him. De seorripin sting neber hurt him 
mnch, do, kase he was pure een heart. De 
pure een heart shall see no evil, bless God! 
God tole Pharo to let de chil'un of Egypt 
go, and he wouldn't. Den God sen’ down 
frogs and dey git een Pharo mouf and een 
his bread-tray, and 'sturb him turri- 
ble. Den Moses cum, when Pharo warn’t 
2-lookin', and tole off de chil’un of Egypt 
wid manna, same like: de farmer tole off a 
string ob hog wid corn. It take.dem tree 
whole long days to git to de promis lan’. 
Den, fust t'ing, dey git hungry and want 
some water. Den de Lord he ride out on 
de heaven and holler to Moses to smote de 
stone (dat’sa rock, my brederin, an or’nary 
rock), and, arter de stone been smote, dey 
all come to see, and God holler to Moses 
to smote her ag’in, and den all dem 


n 


ehil'un of Egypt come over, dry shoddy. | 


Arter dat God tuk and tole Moses to 
strike de plum trees, and 'nough plums 
come down for 40,000 folks to eat and git 
*nough, g 

** When Pharo 'seuvered dat de chil’an 
was gone, he gethered together his inimies 
and went arter dem, and when de day of 
judgment comes, my brederin, de Ohris- 
tians will be standin’ about in squads of 
een 


SrATE or Ono, Orry or Torino) 88 
Lvoas County. : 
FRANK J. OmzNEx makes oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of E. J. OHENEY & Oo. 
oing business in the city of Toledo, County and 
State aforesaid. and that said firm will pay ihe 
snm of ONB HUNDRED DOLLARS for each and 
every caso. of Oatarrh that cannot be cured by the 
e LE OATARRH CURE. 
pons FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my pres- 
ence, this 6th day of December, A.D. 1886. 


-A A. W. GLEASON, 
(uz) Notary Publio. 
—— 


Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally and acts 

directly on th eed pad e surfaces of the 
. estimonials, free. 

system. Non aJ. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 

B^ Sold by Druggists, 750. 
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two and three, like blackbirds on a hill, 
and it jest make me smile to ponderate on 
it. Yes, my brederinf When Gabriel 


| blow'd his horn he axed God if dat were 


loud enough, and God say, ‘No, blow her 
louder dan seven claps of thunder to skeer 
de sinner, and blow her low aud calm so 
as not to 'sturb my people. Oh! my be- 
loved! It don't make no differ wedder you 
die een de woods, or out een de field lay- 
in’ to de hoe-handle; de ship of Zion will 
come io you wherever yor is, and de trees 
willben' to let her pass. My brederin! 
Dis yere fire we know een dis worl’ is hot, 
but hell-fire kin burn dis fire to ashes. 
Brudder Hawkins will please lead us in 
prayer."— Reported by Olive F. Gunby, 
in New York Post. | 


A Pound of Facts 


is worth oceans of theories. More infants are 
successfully raised on the Gail Borden Eagle 
Brand Condensed Milk than upon any other food. 
Inrant Health is a valuable pamphlet for moth- 
ers. Send your address to the New York Con- 
densed Milk Company, New York. 


À Chance to Make Money. 


I have berries, grapes, and peaches. & year old, 
fresh as when picked. ] use the California Cold 
Process; do not heat or seal the fruit, just put it 
up cold, keeps perfectly fresh. and costs almost 
nothing; can pnt up & bushel in ten minutes. 
Last week I sold directions to over 120 families; 
anyone will pay & dollar for directions, when 
they see the beautiful samples of fruit. As there 
are many people poor like myself, I consider it 
my duty to give my experiencs to such, and feel 
confid nt anyone can make one or two hundred 
dollars round home in & jew days. I will mail 
sample of fruit and complete directions, to any of 
your readers, for eighteen two-cent stamps, 
which is only the actual cost of the samples, post- 
age, etc , to me. 
i FRANCIS CASEY, Bt. Louis, Mo. 


PERSONAL. 


Lady, refined, practical, Agnostic, widow, age 
83 years, no incumbrances, living in church- 
environed community, would like to correspond 
for mutual benefit with gentleman of some 
means, suitable age and matrimonial inclina- 
tions. References required. Address M.G. E., 
Care of The Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafayette 
Place, New York. 2195 

y or 
Gent. Samples freo. 


$75 A MONTH zen 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. O. Box 5308, Boston, Masse 


And expenses. Lad: 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WICH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This ig one of the best of Mr. "utnam's works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity ig an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents & copy, 1? copi»s for $1. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU Tak 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beautiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and other poets 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND ror A copy.—Green cloth, 
gilt title. 40 cents: half bound. 25 cents 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ ana Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 


Desirable Real Estate 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m'les of Media county seat 
and within fonr mites of Chester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the place. some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition, House 
and barn on the place. bnt are old buildings. 
Within five minutes’ walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line b»tween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 
wa 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put & modern honse on it. Eight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places haye sold at $1,000 
per acre.. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., caro THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


—THE— 


FREETHINKERS” PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 

‘ s he Church Hobbing the People. 
hanksgiving. 

* - Babbath Laws. 

Children and the Church. 


10 t" Woman and the Church. . 

6 s The Chnreh and Thomas Paine. 
4 d Studies in Natural History. 

3 x The Bible and Science. 

15 " The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 ae: The Atonement Scheme. 

4 « The Lord and His Works. 

2 i Prayer. 

10 " The Creeds. 

1 $ Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROE'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OP 
OHUROH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 
OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


70 MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


& repreren$ Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
[3 lol Missionaries. » 
The Lord's Instruments, 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
he Church and Slavery. 
ests and Politics. 
eland and the Church. . 
Churcb's Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Ohurch. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


ze2x35x$árzPtt^x 


Xm 
Co re rao fias ET 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 


lished. We must give the Frut 


At twice the price 1t world have been a cheap book. Artist 
ignora Ai success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


signer is a wonderful 


Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o. 


Heston as a portrait painter and de- 


America will desire a coyy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and irnth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of ihis volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church’s professions and the 


hypocrisy of t 


ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 


hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. ` 
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NO * BEGINNING,” 


og 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposnre of the error in the 
reasoning npon which is based the belief in a 
Creation ” or “ First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 
* This volume discnsses the question of a cre- 


ator with such plainness of wording thet even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
itfrom so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.”—THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 

Paice, $1; POSTPAID. 


*4dvee THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washburn's Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Ohristian church are thirty-nin . 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 eid von 


| The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 


& minister's praying God to kill grassho 


or trying to induce the Deity to. underta ea 
o 


crusade of one against the Colorad " 
Price, 10 cents. s orado. bootie! 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethieal Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OowrtrED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. - Price 25 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 2% cants Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


0o 9.0 9.09.9 9.09. 0-*.0-*. a 


È AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! 6 


e want 1000 more active agents before 

e July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day e 
è can be easily madein any locality; our goods 
sell themselves: we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 60 per 


cent. commission on all sales. Send to- ay e 


dress, STAND 
» Boston, Mass. 
on 02 020-0020 0200-00-80 
THE 


ELIXIR OF LIFE 


| Wise men study nature, shun disease 
) vigor and regain it 
Ii] by reading the most complete book of 

| Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
liq by an eminent physician of 35 years 

experience. “The “old, original, 
i standard” work, endorsed by all, 
| imitated by many, equalled by none. 
Al Inspired by wish to aid humanity, it 
i has providentially saved thousands. 
i) Its essays on marriage, parentage, 

| adaptation, marital failures, ete., 
| are of inestimable value to all now 


Mi The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
| 5 colored charts of vital organs, 200 


Address THE TRUTH 8EEKER 
98 Lafavette Placa New Farb, 


fi PTT 


i T Pu ie 


ten cents, Sealed in a plain envelope, 

` MEM giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

N Em pats, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Oute 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 


E |" DR. E, P. FELLOWS, © 
@ay where you saw 


` 


thisadver.. Vineland, N.J. 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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MORE NONSENSE FROM THE NAZARENE. 


And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go a-d bury my father. 


Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.—Mat. viii, 21, 22. 


But Jesus said unto him, 


JY owe of the (Deck. 


AN International railway congress met 
in London on June 25. 


Baron von TurknMAN is the new G.r- 
man ambassador to the United States. 


E. J. Guave, the young African ex- 
plorer, died at Underhill, near Matadi, on 
the Lower Congo. 


THERE is a scandal in Chicago, involv- 
ing cfficials of the city government. The 
pay-rolls hav been doctored. 


CoxxoponE Buncz has been appointed 
to the command of the North Atlantic 
squadron, vice Meade, retired. 


For causing the loss of the Elbe, by 
which 370 lives were sacrificed, the mate of 
the steamer Crathie loses his certificate. 


Tr is reported that Bishop Montez de 
Oca, of San Luis de Potosi, Mexico, is to 
take measures to expel all Jesuits from his 
diocese, 


Tu State Department has demanded of 
Spain the immediate payment of the Mora 
indemnity of $1,500,000, which has stood 
unpaid since 1886. 


RicumMonp, Va., has granted a fran- 
ehise for an underground trolley, to take 
the place of the present overhead trolley 
system in that city. 


RxernaATrIONS between the Dominion of 
Canada and the province of Manitoba grow 
day by day more strained as the result of 
the fight over the school question. 


Durme the last thirty days the wages 
of more than 250,000 workmen in the 
United States hav been increased, accord- 
ing to the World’s itemized list of ad- 
vances. 


Tax Agricultural Department bas or- 
dered that after July ist all meat ex- 
amined by the United States officials and 
found diseased and unfit for food shall be 
branded ‘*condemned.” 


Tur fire insurance premiums in this 
country average $300,000,000 annually. 
By making their buildings fireproof the 
French cover their annual losses by an 
outlay of only $25,000,000 in premiums, 


Tare Sunday excise law is being en- 
forced in this city as never before. The 
firet result will be that all citizens who can 
will lay in supplies on Saturday, trans- 
ferring their drinking from the saloon to 
their homes. 


AVERY successful experimental test of 
an electric locomotiv was made on the 
Nantasket Beach railroad in Massachusetts 
the other day. A speed of from 45 to 50 
miles an hour was made with only two- 
thirds of the voltage applied. 


Postar cars are to be put on the two 
cable lines in this city, to run on fifteen 
minutes’ headway. The experiment has 
been tried on the electric lines of St. 
Louis, Brooklyn, and Boston, with the re- 


sult of greatly expediting the collection | 


and delivery of mail. 


AT the recent Cleveland meeting of the 
League of Republican Clus the money 
question was ignored, with the result that 
Eastern Republican papers are claiming a 
gold vietory and the Western organs of the 
same party a silver triumph. 


Ont of the curious revenges which love 
brings about sometimes was the marriage 
of & daughter of the late Sabbatarian 
and moralistie extremist, Col. Elliott F. 
Shepard, and a son ofthe lateJohn Morris, 
head of the Louisiana Lottery Company. 


WinrIAM R., LArpraw, who accuses Rus- 
sell Sage of having used him as a shield 
when Norcross attacked the latter witha 
bomb, has just got & verdict of $40,000 
against Sage. Such is the result of the 
fourth trial. And the fight is not ended. 


Tr is understood that England will send 
a fleet to make a demonstration at Con- 
stantinople to influence Turkey on the 
Armenian question. It is thought by some 
observers that Russia will not support 
England in the latter’s attitude in the pres- 
ent troubles. 


Tu: Duke of Cambridge, for a great 
many years commander-in-chief of the 
British armies, tendered his resignation 
and, much to his surprise and that of the 
Queen, it was accepted by the ministry. 
it has long been desired to get him out of 
ihe position. 


Carr. H. W. HowcarE, who years ago 
embezzled extensivly from the federal gov- 
ernment, was arrested, escaped, and last 
year was found in New York keeping a 
second-hand bookstore, and passing as 
Harvey Williams, has just been found 
guilty byajary in Washington of forgery 
and falsification of accounts. 

Two expeditions from the United States 
hav recently landed men, arms, and muni- 
tions in Cuba for the insurgents. Accord- 
ing to reports from the latter source, most 
of the leaders of the patriots who hav been 
killed by the Spaniards are still alive! 
One Spanish colonel has committed suicide 
because the major of his regiment deserted 
to the insurgents, taking with him many 
of the soldiers. 


Tux: government having been defeated 
on a small issue, the Rosebery ministry 
has resigned and Lord Salisbury has been 
called to form a new ministry. The ob- 
ject of the Liberal ministry in resigning 
while yet having a nominal majority in the 
Commons is to force the Tory ministry to 
declare a policy in Parliament before going 
to the country for a new election. The 
Tories may be able by a technical ruse to 
defeat this plan and go to the country on 
the old issues made by the Liberal party. 


Tux fire-bug plot now being unearthed 
in this city through the confession of one 
of the conspirators, seems to hav been one 
of the most extensiv schemes of the kind 
ever hatched in the brains of unscrupulous 
men. ‘{here are involved policemen, busi- 
ness men, and fire insurance officials. An 
adjaster of one of the insurance compa- 
nies has been arrested. He has lived in 
fine style, was a churchman, a model hus- 
band and father, and very generous giver 
io missionary work. Two of his daughters 


| are teachers in Sunday-school, 


Miss Resecca Fream, the Sabbatarian 
crank and spy of the East Side, has at last 

ot the police wholly under her control. 
she having had complaints preferred 
against those who would not act upon her 
information. They now obey her implic- 
itly, and the storekeepers shut their places 
when they see her coming. The arrest of 


barbers for the violation of the new San- f 


day elosing law goes merrily on, ard it is 
expected that it will soon be unlawful for 
a man to shave himself on Sunday. Such 
a law would be constitutional if the Col- 
lins law is constitutional. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


“Intercourse Between the Soul and Body." 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 
Interesting books by same author: 


* Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp.,...... .75 
“ Divine Love and Wisdom,” 248 pp. A5 
“ Divine Providence." 308 pp A 
“Conjugal Lov »," 472 pp. $1.00 


rue Christian Religion." 982 p <... 1.50 
“ Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1,2,3,4each, $1 


Sendfor Descriptive Catalogue to the American 
Swedenborg Printi"g and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. . 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON'S 


: (ILCUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 just what, its title implios—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. lt shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the "Eospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu..stianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benent ^ pm, ii for si 

rice, 20 cents, six for $1. 

Address THE TRUTA SEEKER 


‘rates, 


(JUNE 29, 1895 


A Chance to Make M.ney. 


I have made $1,640 clear money in 87 days and 
attended to my household duties besides, and I 
think this is doing splendid for a woman inex- 
perienced in the business. Anyone can sell what 
everyone wants to buy. and every family wants 
a Dish Washer. I don’t canvass at all; peo le 
come or send tor the Washers, and every Washer 
that goes out sells two or three more, as they do 
the work to perfection. Yon can wash and dry 
the dishes in two minutes. Iam going to devote 
my whole time to this business now,and I am 
sure lcan clear $5,000 this year. My sister and 
brother hav started in the business and are doing 
splendid. You can get complete instructions 
and hundreds of testimonials by addressing the 
lron City Dish Washer Co.. 145 S. Highland Ave., 
Station A, Pittsburg, Pa , and if you don't make 
lots of money, it's your own fault. 


EDITORIAL 
From the Freethought Magazine. 


** T'he advertisement of that well-known 
Freethinker and distinguished jeweler, 
Otto Wettstein, appears in our advertisin 
pages. * * * Mr. Wettstein is worthy 
of the patronage of the public, He is an 
honest man that can be trusted. Whatever 
he agrees to give you you are sure to get, 
as we have learned by experience. Broth- 
er Wettstein is doing grand, good work for 
the cause of Freethought, and is entitled 
to the consideration of the Liberal public.” 


The subject of the aboye eulogy claims 
no credit as a writer or scholar; his efforts 
in that line are crude, and simply the 
** Musings" of his few idle hours, But he 
does claim to be a first-class jeweler. Has 
worked at the bench for forty-five years; is 
a natural mechanic, art critic, acute judge 
of goods, close buyer, and does business on 
minimum degree of expense, His FREE- 
THOUGHT BADGE is conceded to be the 
most artistic and expressive emblem ever 
designed. His ** OTTO WETTSTEIN ” 
WATCH combines all the qualities of a 
first-class timekeeper at one-half the usual 
and his COLONEL IN@ERSOLL 
SOUVENIR SPOON is without question, 
the finest specimen of the die cutter’s art 
ever produced. It is his aim now to estab- 
lish himself as YOUR JEWELER. 


&& Send for price lists of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Silverware, Cards in colors and 
Gold, of Badge, etc., free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILE. 


Established 1857. 


Designer of 
The Otto Wet's‘ein 
Watch. 

T e ! gers Il Sou 
veni: Spo n. 
The Free'h ugit 
Bad,e. 


M Writes every letter.in sight of operator. 
M Does most of the work in writing AUTOMAT- 
a ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved 
d additional work. 


M itactsasifit studied the convenience of 
# the operator at every turn, and thereby 
M lightens his labor and renders him capable 

of doing more. 
It has a knack of keeping well, and is al- 
ways ready at critical or other times. 

| These are some of the reasons why itis 

different from all other writing machines. 


M The catalogue tells you more about it. 
M FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


307 Broadway, New York. 
18t16 


Christianity and Evolution 


By ARTHUR B, MOSS, 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


Contents—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Ohristianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. Original Sin and the 
Atonement. A Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's ‘* Evidences of 
Ohristianivy " Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend ' 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 


Price, Cloth, $1. 


Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
? 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 
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THE OLD BRUTE’S LATEST WHELPS. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz Trura SEEKEB. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSORIBER OFFER:. 

Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FazgvHINKER's Proroniar, Tzxr-Booz, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer :- Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prorortat Trext-Book. 


The pictures in the FBRREETHINKER'S PIOTORIAL 
Tzxr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has [85 Full-page lllustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson HzsroN 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 8; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Ohristianity's 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25 ; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, T. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy & 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—riv& DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now, 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as & portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be calied the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free~ 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now & 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprrog TauTrE Srzxer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bamey. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 
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For $6.50 we will send Taz Tsura Szzkzn one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s ** Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
Soll ltiss radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. ltreveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. *'FovR 

` HUNDRED YEARS or FRxETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 

history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
esi thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


ocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 


] Send FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FURZHER-—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 

ÜldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated By WATSON 


HESTON, 
: Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-Eound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


RR RR Rhos 


SON 


For $5 we willsend Taz TaurH Srzxzr one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains & 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($8). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs SEEKER one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has overa thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TaurH Szexern one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tus Turm Srxxzr ore year ($8) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Terors Szzxer one year ($3) and a.copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tas Trurs Szexer one year ($8) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


The Freethinker’s Badge-p 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
el T 
FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION, “ae Pee for eise ans 


EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for #475. Sugar Spoons and ‘I‘nuTs BEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spəcn 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEE 


Scientific Books Cheap, 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Riseand Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
B. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Pastana Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By S. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

_ habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. g 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
Other essays. 'By Andrew Wilson, F.R.8.E. 
Two books in one volume. | 75 cents. , 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 55 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, avd the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 


.75 cents. 
Glimpses_of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R 
B.E., F.L S., with 35 Illustrations. $1. 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 


Bully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geoiogical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R 8._ 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
Rect. of some Familiar Things. By W.M 

iliams, F.C.S. Two books in one volume 
75 cents. . . 

Charles Darwin; His Life sand Work. By Grant 

Allen. 75 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By GEORGE J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regar3:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

." Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Ali nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been posribie; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal. it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?” . 

ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time. 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

ome with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G REED. 
Price, - - - -  ji5cents. 


Address “HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE. 
Deutfcye Hreidenker-Bidher. 


Wir haben folgende 3Bitdjer in 
deutfdjer Spradje, weldje fer berühmt find : 
,, Die Srrthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifde Beleuchtung des Pentateuch im 
Sicht ber modernen Weltan- 


{hauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion nnd Kirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 
Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
Part Tt Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
Part Ir Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
Part IV. i denne Came the Aryans? Five chap 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKEB 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R, 6, INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a yonnger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.$1. | . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 81. 
Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Lawa 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism., Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches : A Conenbution to | 
e Outdoor study of Natural History. - 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth Ze EN 
ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Snnday Not the Sabbath—AN Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine ag 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


“Moderne Gitterdimmerung, “ 
von Gol. R. ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wunder und Waunderthiter, 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents, 


,,Glanbe und Vernunft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des romifch-Patolifchén Priefters Jean Meslier. 
^ Aus dem franzöfifhen überfegt von 
Fraulein Nnna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere deut{chen Sefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker," 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By et . Ben- 

ea 


nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; er, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Supernatnral Religion. An inquiry into 
thereality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 


most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The. Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
.Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
ae $3; leather, 84; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religions Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from ihe London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vo describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
thelatter occupying S72 pg being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prisou at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume.or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library." Ifall are ordered togetherand 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


'" A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 tanta. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


The Bible and Evolution. 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London ‘“ Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner i8 good, and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paver, 50 cents: cloth, 81. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents. 
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down as church members. In the census returns many 
persons are counted over and over again. I myself know 
one man who ís set down as an attendant by seven differ- 
ent churches.” . 

It would be profitable unto truth if other clergy- 
men and also church lay officials would tell the 
‘world what they know about the stuffed member- 
ship lists of the churches of God. With such ex- 
periences as those hinted at by Dr. Rainsford it is 
not a matter to wonder at that the theecrats were 
so expert in getting up the forged and dropsical 
petitions to Congress for the closing of the World’s 
Fair on Sunday. 

Dr. Rainsford wants Christians to “ consecrate 
their best and brightest boys to the service of the 
Christian ministry." But is he not asking the im- 
possible? Can a decaying church draw to its activ 
service the best and brightest of the youth of any 
generation? The present tactics of the political 
church will draw to it the cruel fanatics, the unrea- 
soning bigots, and the unscrupulous time-servers. 
Every new law that the Sabbatarians and other 
theocrats get into the statute books will help to de- 
plete whatever vital force the church still possesses. 
Let the National Reformers succeed; let them 
amend the Constitution; let them establish their 
state church; let them bar non-professors from the 
service of the state and from the ballot-box—let 
them accomplish all the treason to liberty that they 
design, and they will fill the church with scoun- 
drels of every kind and degree; they will create oti el ceu ipie pd with a ro oe Tybee 
the paradise of the hypocrit and the hell of the honest | ken in "n a a wh thn’ Hoke a, 
man; they will make the Church of America such a | an exposition of geology is ‘disorderly’? How could 
cesspool of corruption as was the Church of Rome | Ohalmers's famous astronomical discourses hav been de- 
‘when she was the heartless and shameless mistress | gus nr oe Aan pages of one : m or 

: X o ,or Ro on’s 
of-Hurope. No, Dr Raiusfozd, you. eundo erpat detente of Tenun? Not lawfal to Took on science 


young men of warm sympathies and keen intellects | on Sunday!" 


es enter ehar munis ety. 8 OHapen Hint Seconde | Of course, the Post well understands that ‘sauce 
decline, a church whose creeds are rejected by the »: » 
for the layman” is not “sauce for the clergyman, 


leaders of the world’s thought, a church that sub- | A ! À 

stitutes for living faith the ‘club of the policeman | although it asks the question as though it expected 

and the key of the jailer. Not yet, fortunately, is ` | the ministers to answer that there is “one law for 
mcd J 7 » jall.” Again, the Post's fine irony: 


the chureh the only door to preferment. each blo dictation of the Báglh d ides 
other subtle distinetion o sh law rela 
Dr. Rainsford says that “the Greeks looked on | to the discrimination of Sunday lectures which are 


their children as the fairest offering for the gods, | | *amusing or entertaining from those which are stupid 
while we send one child to succeed his father in | and depressing. The latter are presumptivly legal, the 
business and the others to the callings for which | former betray their devilish parentage on their face. If 
they show a preference.” Woll, Yahveh of the | it shonld be said thet fis part ot ao ioe, 
; ; -_1_ | drawn so as to make sermons fa in 

Jews was not M inhabitant of ears Cortney we know not what answer could be made except to as- 
the beauty-loving Greeks woul hay een loth to | sert, with George Eliot, that every sermon has at least 
sacrifice anything to such as he, if the Bible por- | one point. of thrilling interest—when it is finally over. 
traiture of him is at all accurate. Of course our }° * Other legal hair-splittings relate to the question 
pessimistic clergyman has cause to feel despondent ` whether admission to Sunday lectures is free or oe 

whether Sunday music is sacred or secular. Free lect- 
in this matter ; he Fee UA E eae "à NW ures are presumably lawful ; if they are of a sort people 
i e 2 diro churo, a 10 Sew b r A E care to pay to listen to, the chances are that they are pes- 

im that “in een years not one member of his; 


tiferous and illegal. The Leeds Society went down in 
congregation had been consecrated to the Christian | court under the double charge that its lectures were both 
ministry" Judging from the partial statistics we amusing and cost sixpence to hear. Evidently the two 
: : propositions support each other with besutiful logic. If 
hav seen, wo should estimate that tonudefabiy more | the defense argued that the lectures were not amusing, 
than half of the divinity students in the colleges of | the prosecution was ready with the triumphant ques- 
the country are the sons of farmers, and a large | tion: ‘Why, then, do people pay sixpence to get to 
proportion of the remainder the sons of villagers | them?’ ” 
and townsmen. Christianity is the paganism of the: 
nineteenth century. 


has likewise hit the Sunday superstition squarely in 
the face. In its issue of June 15th it has a long 
editorial on “Sunday Casuistry,” in which it com- 
ments in an ironical and sarcastic and withal most 
sensible vein on the facts concerning the Sunday 
law of England which hav just been brought out 
by the special committee of the House of Lords 
appointed in connection with the new Sunday bill 
drawn by Lord Hobhouse. The Posts presenta- 
tion of the absurdities of the law is too good for 
our readers to lose, especially when we take into 
consideration the fact that the strictures on the 
English law are many of them directly applicable 
to our own Sabbatarian statutes : 


E. M. Maoponanp, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
Bingle subsoription, in advanoe......-.—.... saas.. oe.. caacrereo $3 00 
One subsoription two years, in advanoe......-.—.. escas. 0 00 
Two new subsoribers.......... eee eee cea esee cemento 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. $ 00 
One BODASHDROR with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


“Under that act, as judicially interpreted, you may 
lecture in public on Sunday, but you hav to be very care- 
ful what theme you choose. Lectures about religion are 
allowed, This would be expected, but your lecture may 
be against religion, it may be positivly Atheistic, and yet, 
because falling under the general religious category, it 
will not bring you within reach of the secular arm. Tec- 
tures on morals are likewise immune, and charity and 
social reform are legal themes. But beyond these you 
go at your peril If you venture to address a miscella- 
neous audience on the Lord’s day on literature or science 
or art, you are in danger of being arrested and punished 
as a keeper of ‘a disorderly house.’ ” 


The Post wonders what would become of a great 
many sermons if “the law against Sunday addresses 
on science or literature or art were strictly enforced 
against them.” 


One sdbesipudn with four new subsoribersz, in one remit- 
tanoe.,....... ee ee sescssseccc s $0 O0 

Any number over five: m ‘the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should de sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or vy registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, oheoks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 

SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


* Christianity Has a Hard Time Before It.” 


Such is the confession of Rev. W. S. Rainsford, 
one of the most popular orthodox clergymen of 
this city. And he is a quite liberal man, too, as 
ministers go. He is an Episcopalian. The Times 
of June 10th reports him as saying in a service of 
the Archdeaconry of New York that “it is getting 
harder every day to get people to come to church.” 
He added: “It is getting still harder to get the 
common people to come, and I feel discouraged at 
the outlook.” Is this reluctance to partake in the 
services of the church due to the increasing deprav- 
ity of the people, as some ministers assert? Dr. 
Rainsford answers the question, in direct connection 
with the remark just quoted : 

** Yet at the same time the sense of pity is permeating 
us to-day as never before. The sorrows of others grip 
us until we feel their burden, as Joseph of Arimathea 
felt the weight of the cross. We are reslizing as we 
never did before the idea of sacrifice.” 

This is vastly significant. If the world is grow- 
ing more kindly at the same time that it is more 
and more absenting itself from church, how are we 
to classify the strenuous exertions of the ultra or- 
thodox to compel people to go to church by closing 
on Sunday every other place where they can be 
amused and instructed? Does this not prove that 
the Sabbatarians are in fact fighting against the 
better elements in human nature? It is certainly 
true that as the church loses its hold on the faith 
and affection of the masses it appeals to. the ward 
boss, the wire-puller, the shyster politician, the law- 
manufacturer. Dr. Rainsford’s melancholy confes- 
sion is significant also because he is one of the 
hardest workers among the clergy of New York, in- 
teresting himself in and organizing his parish for 
' ** practical charity.” 

He says that ‘‘a wave of sympathy with suffering 
is passing over the civilized world,” and he appeals 
to the church to get in touch with the common peo- 
ple. This is one more admission that the progress 
of the race is due to the natural aspirations and 
sympathies of man rather than to the acceptance of 
supernaturally-revealed creeds. Regarding the 
much-boasted increase in church membership, Dr 
Rainsford forcefully says: 


The committee of the Lords struggled desper- 
| ately to find a clear distinction between secular and 
| sacred music, but the Post thinks its labor was 
thrown away. It says that the “commonest musi- 
cal setting " of Keble's hymn, “Sun of my Soul,” 
«ig nothing more nor less than the adaptation of a 
waltz rhythm,” while many tunes which to pious 
church-goers “hav only the most holy associations ” 
are “primarily suggestiv of the worldly Italian 
operas from which they are taken.” As to church 
organ music, a * voluntary" may hav been origin- 
ally an address to a heathen goddess. 

* [t would seem a rational view to take that, as the 


spread of musical education has been so rapid and the 
elevation of musical tasto so marked as to make it 


Evidences of Progress by the Press. 

It is encouraging to know that some of the pa- 
pers of the country are not at all times and con- 
cerning all subjects in mortal fear of the church. 
Recently three of the dailies of New York hav been 
speaking out in a most refreshing way. The World 
has attacked the Sunday laws of this state, and 
Sunday laws in general, frequently and with most 
trenchant argument. It has not stumbled in its 
logic nor thrown any sops to the Cerberus of either 
church or society. It has spoken clearly and une- 
quivocally for the Free Sunday. The Hvening Post 


“I know the census and the figures which show the in- 
. crease of church attendance during the past ten or fif- 
teen years, but the common people are getting further 
and further away from thi» church. Hundreds of thou- 
sands who never darken the doors of a church are set 
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impossible for thousands of people to ticket off any longer 

the music which inspires and uplifts them as sacred or 

oe the law had better not attempt anything of the 
nd." 

Can it be possible that the Post really expects our 
law-carpenters to act on such a sensible suggestion 
as that? Why, only about three months ago the 
Solons of the province of Massachusetts passed an 
act forbidding any person to giv or attend any “ pub- 
lic diversion, excepta concert of sacred music,” and 
the governor, with the love of God and the votes of 
the poor overworked actors and singers shed 
abroad in his heart, signed the paresis-born measure. 
The closing remarks of the Post are deserving of 
the careful thought of all Christians who imagin 
that there is some saving virtue in an enforced ob- 
servance of Sunday: 

** The instances cited, with many others that might be 
adduced from American as well as English experience, 
leave an unpleasant impression as of a network of easuistry 
extending over the entire question of Sunday observance. 
We believe, in fact, that not since the reign of the rabbis 
has there been so much moral confusion in this whole mat- 
ter. Rabbinical ingenuity devised as many ways to '*beat" 
the Jewish Sabbath laws as a Tammany district captain 
ever employed to beat the election laws. The Christian 
rabbis are now the ones to make the impalpable distinc- 
tions that save the wary observer of them. Meanwhile 
it is reassuring to note the growth of tolerance, in 
churches as well as in society in general, in respect to 
modes of Sunday observance, the reluctance to enforce 
to the letter outgrown laws, and the clearer perception 
that the only value which attaches to any kind of observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Day resides in the perfect freedom 
and spontaneity with which the individual practice, what- 
ever it be, is chosen and followed.” 

The Zribune has lately had much to say, edito- 
rially and otherwise, concerning the alleged resur- 

rection of Jesus. In its issue of June 2d, it 
remarks that when it printed the letters of Mr. 
Archibald Hopkins (who avowed and gave his rea- 
sons for his disbelief in the dogma) “there was 
room for an honest difference of opinion as to the 
wisdom of raising such a question in a secular jour- 
nal.” Now itis satisfied that the discussion thus 
precipitated * was both timely and useful" This is 
& decided gain for the cause of free investigation. 
These two statements of the Zribune’s, taken to- 
gether, amount to the declaration that there can 
now be no difference of opinion as to the wisdom 
of discussing religious questions in secular papers. 
Tue Terure Sxzxxn itself could not hav put it more 
strongly. 

Fhe Zríbune says that the dogma of the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus, in common with the other 
traditional dogmas of the church, is being chal- 
lenged by the critical spirit of the age, and that, 
while we know what Christian tradition says about 
the alleged event, that is not sufficient. We should 
know what the candid thinkers and investigators 
outside the church think of it, and what answer 
the spokesmen of the church can maké to their crit- 
icisms. What has been settled by this discussion 
in the Zribune? That journal’s summing up of 
the question at issue will be found on page 421. It 
brings us back once more to the Catholic church as 
the sole custodian of Christian evidences and the 
supreme authority in the domain of Christian tradi- 
tion and dogma. If the Protestant elects to prove 
the alleged resurrection, he must go to Rome for 
his testimony, and if he is content to rest his case 
on the authority of the Bible, to Rome again he 
must take his way, for, as his own Dr. Lyman Ab- 
bott says, “the Bible is founded on the church,” 
it is “a record of church work;” “to build the 
chureh on the Bible is to lay the foundation on the 
superstructure.” l 

The Zribune of June 23d givs an admirable 
summary of Herbert Spencer’s crushing reply to 
Balfour's “Foundations of Belief,” portions of 
which reply are now appearing in Tux TaurE 
Ssrxer. The New York daily significantly re- 
marks that “it is not too much to say that he 
[Spencer] has driven the brilliant statesman into a 
corner whence he will find it difficult to emerge 
with the honors of war.” The article shows that 
Spencer's “intellectual strength has suffered no de- 
cline.” The Zridune’s closing paragraph is deli- 
cately and keenly ironical : 

**'Those who accept religion on the authority of a divine 
revelation will not be troubled by Mr. Spencer's brill- 
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iant article; but to those who try to prove religion as they 
would a problem in geometry it will suggest many diffi- 
culties.” 

In other words, those who would act as reason- 
ing beings will find Herbert Spencer's atticle very 
difficult to answer, but those who discard reason 
and depend on blind faith in the authority of the 
church will not be disturbed by it, for the position 
they take precludes the necessity of answering any 
argument—indeed, to venture to do so would be 
nothing less than blasphemy. 


— —— eee ——— 
Oh No, Not on Religious Grounds! 

The Sunday law advocates would like to hav it 
believed that they want Sunday statutes so that the 
wage worker can rest, but they hav not explained 
why, if this is true, and they really do not wish to 
get rivals out of the way of the church under a 
pretext, they do not simply ask for a law that will 
giv each wage worker a day of rest in each seven, 
and permit those who employ themselvs to do as 
they please about resting on Sunday. Neither hav 
they reconciled their fierce antagonism to Sunday 
music and amusements with this claim of philan- 
thropic interest in the wage worker. But every 
now and then they inadvertently unmask, and then 
even the dullest can see what they are after. A 
case in point is found in the expression of the hope 
by Father Cronin, of Buffalo, some time ago, that 
the Collins bill for the closing of barber shops on 
Sunday would become a law—“ Giv the bosses and 
all the understrappers a chance to say their prayers 
and ramble through the summer woods at least 
once a week.” The editor of the Catholic Union 
and Times does not giv any reason why the barbers 
who wish to work on Sunday should be denied the 
opportunity so to do that others may go to 
church and say their prayers. If the latter think 
praying more important than shaving, there is no 
law to prevent their acting as they think. As to 
the “ramble through the summer woods,” Father 
Cronin is doubtless aware that comparativly little 
work is done in barber shops on several days of the 
week and that, consequently, it is very easy for the 
workmen to get a day off during the time between 
two Sundays. There is no need of a tyrannical and 
religious law. : 

The Soldier, a religious paper, published at 
Columbia, S. C., by Rev. L. L. Pickett, in an argu- 
ment for Sunday says that “ the church needs it to 
combat sin, to preach the gospel, to do our Lord's 
work.” Of course this is admitted, but who seeks 
to deprive the minister of his liberty to preach and 
pray on Sunday? Is he equally considerate of the 
claims of others? No, he wants a monopoly. He 
is determined to hay a Sunday Trust, fully legal- 
ized by city, state, and nation. 

In California a state Sabbath Union has been or- 
ganized. These are its officially declared objects: 

** To promote religious influence by state legislation, 
and by county and municipal ordinances; to prevent 
all open acts of Sabbath desecration, and to secure by 
law the observance of the first day of the week as a day 
of rest.” 

The italics are ours. Comment seems to be 
scarcely necessary. The third statement is only a 
blind; it is inserted merely to catch the money and 
votes of those wage-workers who do not stop to 
think that no good can come to the laborer by mak- 
ing labor a crime on one day of the week, and that 
the securing of a certain amount of rest is perfectly 
feasible without invading the rights of any man or 
giving the church authority in the state. To pro- 
mote religion by legislation and to punish work and 
recreation on Sunday as “ desecration ” of the “law 
of God” are the real objects of the Sundayites, and 
we should be grateful to them for showing us their 
hands in that brazen fashion. And then to think 
that California, in the face of such shameless avow- 
als as this, and swarming with Infidels, should hav 
permitted the theocrats to sneak a Sunday law into 
the statute book in the name of “rest”! The pity 
of it! Must it always be true that man has to be 
coerced by the logic of events before he can under- 
stand and respect the logie of justice? Are the 
American people never to awake to the realization 
of the fact that they are in a life and death struggle 
with the church militapt, until the guns of the Fort 


[Juir 6, 1895 


Moultrie of theocracy rain destruction and death oh 
the Sumter of religious liberty? Will we permit 
the theological fanatics and the political hypoorit& 
to bind us in manacles of steel, “light thread ofi 
thread,” until we are weighted to the earth with the 
burden of state and federal legislation in the in- 
terest of the Ghurch—and in the name of labor! 
Is there indeed no limit to our capacity to swallow 
the silly flattery and transparent lies of the theo 
cratic confidence ment The Sunday fight is on 


Now. 
New York Under the Harrow. 


When the representativ of Tun Trura SEEKER 
was in Albany last winter endeavoring to get the 
Assembly Excise Committee to look at the Sunday 
closing business in a rational way and repeal the 
whole Sunday law instead of tinkering it in the in- 
terest of & special class of business men, he was 
told by several of the legislators that he was right, 
and that our way was the only right way, but they 
didn’t dare to recommend the repeal because of the 
Puritan element in the community. 

Since then New York has been put under the 
screws of the Sunday law, and has become what 
our Western friends call a “jay” town. Every- 
thing, about, has been closed on the ** Lord's day,” 
and the town has had to go “dry” until the bibu- 
lously inclined are forcing the saloon keepers to 
start “speak-easies,” like those in Philadelphia, or 
the “blind pigs” of Kansas and Iowa. 

With this liquor fight we hav no fellowship, for 
whether a man gets his usual drink or not is a mat- 
ter which concerns him alone. It is enough to say 
of the excise law that it should be the same for Sun- 
days as for week days. But what does concern 
the whole community is the invasion of personal 
rights by the church through the Sunday law. 
Closing the liquor shops will not, does not, content 
the church. She intends to close everything on 
Sunday except the churches. Ministers and priests 
alone are to be allowed to labor and earn their 
salaries. All others must stop. That is their ulti- 
matum to the people of this cosmopolitan city, 
where every nationality and habit of life is repre- 
sented, and where everybody is supposed to hav 
the right to do as he pleases so long as he does not 
deprive any one else of his rights or infringe upon 
them. 

These puritanical Christians hav even gone so far 
as to threaten their fellow Christians with the law. 
The Seventh-Day Adventists publish a paper here, 
and the men employed thereon are good Christians 
and keep their Sabbath, which is Saturday. Then 
they work on Sunday. Last week a police officer 
walked into their office and ordered them all ouf, 
and told the manager not to permit them to labor: 
on Sundays. Of course they did not obey the or- 
der; and although no arrests hav yet been made 
they are liable to occur at any time. And the que£- 
tion comes up, How did the police know that these. 
people were working quietly in their office? Un- 
doubtedly some fellow Christian furnished the 
information. The ministers are determined to rule 
the town and protect their own industry. 

If New York long submits to this sort of thing 
we shall be greatly mistaken. And yet last winter 
when we were working in the interests of true 
liberty, we got no aid from the ones who are now 
suffering from these tyrannical and invasiv laws. 
This practical imprisonment on Sundays serves 
them about right, and if it shall wake them up to a 
realizing sense of the monstrous tyranny of the 
churches it will be a splendid thing. But will it? 
Will they hav the manhood to shake off the shackles 
of superstition, and tell the minister and priest to 
mind their own business and earn their salaries 
without infringing upon the rights of the people 
who do not directly contribute thereto? 


Referring to the * Woman's Bible,” now in course 
of preparation by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
others, the Catholic Union and Times speaks of 
Mrs. Stanton as “the venerable maiden”! Is it 
possible that Father Cronin is so far behind the 
times that he does not know that Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton is a wife, and the mother of many children; 
some of them already known to fame? Or does 
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think that she is a modern “ Mother of God,” un- 
affected by the vicissitudes of maternity? In either 
case, Father Cronin should come down into this 
century. , 


Since our last acknowledgment was made we hav 
received far the Fleckten Bible in schools test case 
in Minnesota the sums here specified: H. Wilbur, 
$5; J. P. Eldridge, $1; S. J. Fleckten, $8; Silas 
Latham, $10. This is well for the beginning, but 
we hope all our friends will remember that $200 
more is required. A decision in our favor would 
be of great help in the struggle for secular education. 

GTP a eS 

t‘ The crushing of liberty is a big job in these days.” — 
New York tribune. 

Then how do you account for the easy success of 
the bigots, faddists, and invasiv cranks of all kinds 
Who are loading down .our statute books with 
meddling, freedom-denying laws? If it is so diffi- 
cult to crush liberty, why do we hear of the enact- 
ment of ten—yes, fifty—-new oppressiv statutes 
to the repeal of one old one? 

—ib—— = 

The Catholic Review says that “it goes without 
saying that religion is the only sure foundation of 
morality.” It is a curious coincidence that two men 
hav just been sent to prison in England for an 
offense that was the pet indulgence of many of the 
popes, although several of the latter killed their 
victims when tired of them, an actual invasion not 
charged against the London men. The church 
should keep very quiet about morality. 

DOS e 


It is claimed that some Christian Endeavor young 
people hav the disagreeable habit of singing in 
their sleeping cars a good part of the night, to the 
extreme annoyance and pain of the passengers who 
wish to sleep. Yet we presume that these thought- 
less youths and maidens are very much concerned 
lest the absence of Sunday laws or their non, 
enforcement should lead the barber at Rural Cor- 
ners to “disturb” his neighbor by shaving his 
customers on Sunday, or the Tennessee Adventist 
to raise a cyclone of noise by plowing in his back 
field on the priest’s day. 


While Kansas has many sins for which she must 
answer, it is well to bear in mind that she is 
scarcely more responsible for the persecution of 
Moses Harman than is Maine or Virginia. He is 
not imprisoned under a law of Kansas, but under 
the law of the United States; to be sure, the jury 
that found him guilty are citizens of the Sunflower 
state, but they were in the service of the federal 
government and merely obeyed the commands of a 
federal judge, the appointee of the president of the 
United States. The prosecuting witness against 
the editor of Lucifer is an agent of the federal 
postal system and is a citizen of another state. It 
is simply the accident of residence that Mr. Har- 
man is in the Kansas penitentiary; the law that 
struck him down in Kansas would hav reached him 
in any other state, and the spy and informer, Mo- 
Afee, is not limited in activity by the lines of prov- 
inces. This is written in connection with glorious 
Lucy N. Colman’s otherwise most just remarks. 

Several of our friends hav asked us why we do 
not publish Tam Trurn SEEKER at a lower rate, evi- 
dently forgetting the experiment in that direction 
once made by Mr. Bennett, with the result that the 
end of the year found us with an uncomfortable 
debt on hand. In view of that, the following expe- 
rience of a Christian paper is interesting: 

“The New York Examiner has absorbed the Chris- 
tian Inquirer. The latter paper was started seven years 
ago, with the view of proving the feasibility of publish- 
ing a low-priced paper. The experiment did not prove a 
success. Speaking of the matter, the Examiner says: 
¢ Our own experience, which, by virtue of its extent, de- 
serves attention, has shown us that even at $2 a year the 
subscription receipts do not even approximately cover 
the cost of publication, and at the end of each year it is 
necessary to make large drafts upon the income derived 
from advertising. These drafts are obligatory, irre- 
speotiv of the size of our list, and are to be accepted as an 
immutable Jaw of journalism.’ In spite of the wisdom 
of this long experience, many will continue to repeat the 
experience of the Inquirer.”—Christian Standard. 


If a Christian paper, with its hundreds of thou- 


sands of sectarians to draw upon, cannot succeed, 
how can it be expected that Tus TRUTH SEEKER can 
do so? And further, we hav no advertising pat- 


.| ronage worth speaking of, for the large advertisers 


are afraid that if they patronize us the Chris- 
tians will boycott their goods. Our subscription 
list must pay the expenses of the paper, or they 
cannot be paid. We trust this. will be a sufficient 
answer to those friends who hav asked us to reduce 
the rates. — . 


When the Chiefs of Police met in convention in 
Washington on May 15th there were two hot fights 
over the election of a chaplain, and it was decided 
by a very close vote to hav one. There is a clause 
in the constitution of the organization which pro- 
vides that the meetings shall be opened with prayer. 
It is gratifying to know that the majority in favor 
of the performance was small, and we should be 
glad to get a list of the voters for and against. 
Chief Oliver, of Athens, Ga., led the fight for those 
who thought that they stood in need of prayers. 
The pagan gentleman said that “if there was any de- 
partment of the municipal government that needed 
the aid and assistance of God it was the police de- 
partment.” We hav known a few chiefs of police and 
are somewhat familiar with the records of more, and 
this has led us to cherish the opinion that those who 
need the “aid and assistance of God” are the poor 
and unfortunate whom the chiefs and their subal- 
terns rob and terrorize. 


Rev. Dr. David J. Burrell, of this city, comment- 
ing on the quoting of scripture by Mr. Choate in 
the Laidlaw-Sage suit, says that such reference to 
the authority of the Bible was iust and wise, “ the 
more so as equity and jurisprudence are founded 
on the Decalog, as are also the laws of state and 
nation.” Were the equity and jurisprudence of 
Greece and Rome founded on the Jewish Decalog ? 
Was the jurisprudence of the Germanic tribes, be- 
fore their conversion, in any way based on the Ten 
Commandments? And yet did not the laws of all 
these peoples hold murder and theft and rape to be 
crimes? How many of the commands of the Decalog 
are now enforced in civilized countries and states ? 
What do we think of the enlightenment of the state 
that forbids religious liberty? And that is just what 
the First commandment does. Catholic Rome did 
that, Presbyterian Scotland did that, Prelatical 
England did that, Puritan Massachusetts did that. 
Would Dr. Burrell return to either? What people 
obeys the Second commandment, that forbidding 
the making of images and likenesses? Is it an- 
swered that the making of them was not forbidden, 
only the worship of them being barred? Very well, 
admit that, although the text is outraged by the in- 
terpretation, what then? What civilized state for- 
bids idolatry? As to the Third commandment, 
most of our states do forbid “ profane swearing,” 
but only a few of the least progressiv retain the 
statutes against “ blasphemy,” and the laws against 
profanity are rarely, if ever, enforced, except when 
the swearer makes himself a nuisance by his bois- 
terousness. We are yet sufficiently under the influ- 
ence of priests to attempt to punish “ Sabbath 


| desecration,” but we are not savage enough to pun- 


ish it by stoning the offender to death, as the Bible 
commanded should be done, and the sentiment of 
the enlightened world is against the superstition of 
holy days. We do not compel men by law to 
*honor" their parents, being content to require 
minors to obey their parents so long as the 
parents treat the children fairly well. Neither 
do we hold it to be a crime for one to 
“covet” the property of another, including his 
wife and other servants, thinking it sufficient to take 
him in charge when he permits his desire to ripen 
into deed. Yes, Dr. Burrell, the educated and 
humanized world has got a long way from the 
Decalog, as regards the First, Second, Third, and 
Fourth commandments, and while it respects the 
spirit of the Fifth and Tenth it does not attempt 
to pry by law into the secret feelings of the child 
or man for the purpose of arraigning him at the 
bar of justice. The other four commandments, or, 
rather, the acts condemned by them, are taken 
cognizance of by the civil power, although some 


enlightened states do not deem it just or expedient 
to make the Seventh a part of the criminal law. It 
is needless to say that all these commandments had 
their origin in the experiences and delusions of the 
race, even the ones that hav to do with the supposed 
duties of man to a God, and the only essential pe- 
culiarity of the Jewish Decalog is that the god it 
was intended to protect from rivals and insults was 
the tutelar divinity called Yahveh. The considera- 
tion of the facts herein adverted to should convince 
the Rev. Dr. Burrell that he made altogether too 
sweeping claims for the Jewish Decalog as re- 
lates to its alleged incorporation in the codes of 
equity and the systems of jurisprudence of modern 
peoples. 


The Resurrection of Jesus. 


The question at issue isa simple one. Is the 
resurrection of Jesus a historical fact? That is 
the question; and there are two, and only two, 
ways in which it may be answered. We may ac- 
cept as divinely true, and thereforee conclusiv, the 
declaration of the Bible or the church, or both. Or 
we may put it to the test of a critical investigation, 
applying to it such rules of evidence as rational 
men would demand in the ease of any other like 
marvelous story. "These are the two attitudes with 
which we may approach the question; and it is evi- 
dent that they are mutually exclusiv of each other. 
The man who accepts the doctrin on the authority 
of the Bible or the church is estopped from any 
critical investigation of it, first, because, according 
to his view, he needs to seek no further, and sec- 
ond, because any admission on his part that the 
question is open is dishonoring to the divine au- 
thority he acknowledges. It is equally plain, on 
the other hand, that the man who can believe as a 
historical fact only what can be proved such to his 
reason cannot accept the ipse diwit of any man or 
body of men without parting with his honesty and 
his reason. So long as his reason impels him to 
demand evidence, and evidence only, he is under 
an obligation to disregard mere tradition, as sacred 
and binding as the mind of man can conceive. 

Here, it seems to us, lies the whole point at issue 
in the discussion. It indicates the parting of the 
ways for those who hold and those who reject the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. Christians who 
accept the dogma because they believe that God 
revealed it in the Bible occupy a position that is 
entirely tenable, and in a certain sense impregna- 
ble. For nothing can overthrow them except the 
postulate of the insufficiency of a revelation and 
the need of evidence; and that postulate they are 
bound by their principles to deny. As a matter of 
fact, however, most Christians to-day do not remain 
on this safe vantage-ground. The replies to Mr. 
Hopkins show that. While still insisting that the 
doctrin of Christ’s resurrection is to be accepted on 
faith, they nevertheless wander off into the uncer- 
tain field of evidence; and then, when they are met 
by a demand for evidence which in the nature of 
the case they cannot furnish, they retreat in confu- 
sion to the domain of faith. It is strange that they 
do not see where their true strength lies. The bod- 
ily resurrection of Jesus is so contrary to the laws 
of nature as we know them that, if it is to be de- 
cided by evidence at all, the evidence which can be 
adduced for it must be regarded as insufficient. 
This was the weak spot in most of the replies to 
Mr. Hopkins. In only one of them was there a 
frank recognition of the impossibility of proving 
the doctrin by conclusiv evidence, and. the neces- 
sity, therefore, of resting it entirely on the authority 
of the divinely-commissioned Mother Church. As 
we hav said, that is a position that cannot be as- 
sailed. God has spoken; the case is closed, no 
matter what the facts seem to show. By taking 
that stand the church may not be able in the future, 
as she has in the past, to silence the questioning 
spirit of man. But it is the only consistent attitude 
for her to take until she abandons the theory tliat 
all questions of historic fact in her creed must be 
accepted on the authority of a divine revelation, 
whether they are supported by evidence or not.— 
New York Tribune. 


Tus Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday ey in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 
Address, Sunday, July 7th, at 7.30 r.m. by F. G. Butler; 
subject, ‘‘ Christianity vs. Secularism.” All welcome. 
The afternoon meetings will be discontinued during July 
and August. 


1 Tur Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free, All welcome. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


(Jury 6, 1895 


—————————————————————————Á 


News and Notes. 


At last in Scotland, wonderful Scotland! the 

land of poetry and romance, where religion and 
whisky flow in equal quantities; where orthodoxy 
displays its most gloomy forms, and genius pours 
forth its sweetest gifts to mankind. My first point 
is Glasgow, and this city in itself is one of the 
greatest productions of modern times. The mod- 
ern spirit is here displayed in superb achievement. 
In 1700 Glasgow was scarcely more than a village ; 
now it has over 700,000 population, and is growing 
rapidly. It began with the tobacco and the sugar 
trade, thence branched into ship-building and 
manufactures, and has become the second city in 
the British empire, although it still finds a strong 
competitor in Liverpool. What has contributed 
most to the extraordinary growth of Glasgow is 
the river Clyde. This is perhaps the most remark- 
able river in the world, seeing that man himself 
has scooped it out and given it its majestical flow. 
Where once was a tiny stream that one could cross 
over afoot on a summer's day, now sweeps a deep 
course, twenty-four feet deep, upon which the larg- 
est ships of the world can float. No wonder the 
Glasgonian is proud of his river. It beats creation. 
An American, “once on a time,” traveling along 
its tide and admiring its varied scenery, remarked 
that it wasn’t much of ariver after all; that there 
were far bigger ones in America. * But,” answered 
the Glasgonian, “who made your rivers?” ‘God, 
Y suppose." said the other. ** Well," said the in- 
domitable Scotsman, “God didn’t make this river. 
We made it ourselvs, and you can’t show a river 
like this in all America.” This is true. The river 
Clyde is unique in its pride and glory. God had noth- 
ing at all to do with it. While he was “resting” man 
was putting in his best licks, and creating a mighty 
and beautiful stream. And he has to keep at it; 
hundreds of barges and men are at work daily 
fighting the sea, keeping the depths clear and pre- 
serving the banks. Every stone is kept in its place. 
There is one thing, however, about the river Clyde 
that I can’t recommend. It smells awful. The 
sewage of the city pours into it, and it is dirty and 
black, as if it flowed through hades itself. Of 
course, there is no escape from this at present, but 
efforts are being made to disinfect the stream, and 
make it as clean and non-perfumed as it is useful. 
Asa matter of fact, hower, the problem is & very 
difficult one, for the city must disgorge itself, and 
there is no other receptacle. But they who made 
the river will certainly sometime know how to 
purify it. Seeing they don’t trust in God, there are 
hopes of success. 

I arrive at Glasgow Friday evening, June 7th, 
and am met at the station by Mr. Gilmour, Mr. 
Forrester, and other Liberal friends of Glasgow. 
The day following, Saturday, is a wonderful day, 
full of resplendent and incomparable views from be- 
ginning to end. No wonder that Scotland bour- 
geons into poetry and romance when nature extends 
in such scenes of grandeur and loveliness. Under 
the guidance of Mr. Gilmour and Mr. Black, I 
journey from Glasgow to Inveraray. Mr. Black is a 
descendant of one of the Highland clans, and 
knows all about this legendary country. He has 
lived in it and is impregnated with its lurid and lu- 
minous history, and he could tell us many a tale as 
we swept along. 

I leave Glasgow at 7:20 in the morning in the 
steamer Lord of the Isles. On either side the vast 
city looms and pours its smoke, and the tramp of 
industry is heard. Then broad fields open on the 
view, and far away the lofty mountains. We see 
the building of great ships. A thousand hammers 
ring forth upon the air. Ships are built here for 
all parts of the world, of every fashion and size. 
Some are of enormous bulk. We pass the greatest 
war cruiser now on the waters, The Terrible, of 
about 15,000 tons. It looks like a leviathan indeed, 
as it stretches along the wharf, massiv, like a moun- 
tain, yet able to skim the deep like a bird. 

We glide slowly along at first, by Govan, then 
Renfrew, one of the oldest burghs in Scotland, from 
which the Prince of Wales takes the title of Baron 
of Renfrew; by Ellerslie House, at one time the 
abode of William Wallace, and Dunglass, the ter- 
mination of the old Roman wall. Here also is the 
obelisk erected to the memory of Henry Bell, who 
was the first to apply steam power to water naviga- 
tion. I must confess that I always thought that 
Fulton was ahead of the world, but it seems that 
he was not. America must yield the palm to Scot- 
land. Bell launched his steamer, Comet, three horse- 
power, on the Clyde in 1812. Dumbarton Castle 
now comes in view, a hight of three hundred feet 
above the water—a picturesque and historic spot. 
It is said that the devil flung this mighty precipice 
after St. Patrick when he set sail for Ireland. There 


is a fort on it, at present, and a few pieces of artil- | 


lery and some ancient weapons, among them for- 
merly the two-handed sword of Wallace. After Dum- 
barton Castle we behold afar the peak of Ben 
Lomond, and then Cardross Castle appears where 
King Robert Bruce spent a few happy and peaceful 
days. Keeping on ourcourse by Port Glasgow and 
Grenock we arrive at Dunoon. This is one of the 
most ancient settlements in the kingdom, and there 
are evidences of a Roman encampment here. On 
Castle Hill are the ruins of an old castle. We here 
take the coaches for a trip via Loch Eck. We travel 
along the shores of Holy Loch and the banks of the 
river Echaig, into the steep-sided glens of the Ben 
More range. Through the immense mountain 
Scenery, unfolding miles away, we wind along to 
Loch Eck, a lovely sheet of water extending through 
the pieturesque hills for seven miles. Here we take 
a boat and, with a merry company, sweep over its 


sparkling length. A glee company happen to be 


on board, and they sing while we dash onward 
amidst the enlivening prospects. We reach the 
head of the loch, where we again take coaches for 
Loch Fyne. From secluded scenes and rugged 
hights we ride among well cultivated farms, where 
modern improvements are seen. Near this route 
can be traced the line of ancient “duns,” or forts, 
where it i8 told that the last stand was made against 
the tide of Roman conquest. At Loch Fyne we 
again go aboard the Lord of the Isles and voyage 
to Inveraray, the ancient capital town of Argyllshire. 
The castle of the Duke of Argyle is here, and there 
is only one street in the town. It has not a very 
flourishing appearance. The castle grounds; how- 
ever, are very attractiv. There are several objects 
of interest, among them across said to hav been 
catried from Iona, the old parish church, etc. 
From Inveraray we make our return voyage by the 
Kyles of Bute. It is impossible to describe all 
that I witness on this tour. The Highlands of 
Scotland hav their own peculiar beauty. They are 
not like the hills of Wales. The hills of Wales are 
like vast billows, sweeping away in majestic alti- 
tude, while the hills of Scotland are like breakers, 
sharp, precipitous, separate, each peak presenting a 
different aspect in its varying outline against the 
sky. The waters seem to flowin innumerable chan- 
nels. They glitter in ever direction; now they flow 
in a narrow channel, then broaden to a vast river; 
then spread out like a lake of sèa, surrounded by 
every variety of landséape. The hights are mostly 
barren. Only sheep can find anything to eat there. 
At their base, however, are elegant farms and farm- 
houses. Everything presents a clean and thrifty 
appearance. Wherever there isachance fora green 
thing to grow, it grows. Little bits of cultivated 
soil gleam like jewels amidst the gray spaces. The 
mountains ha? a spick-and-span look, as if some- 
body swept and dusted them every morning. There 
is no “careless desolation” about them as in our 
own country. They hav a habitable look even in 
their very bareness. All these varying shores hav 
now become summer resorts. Villages are numer- 
ous, fine hotels and residences. The people of 
Glasgow take their “outing” in these splendid 
scenes. I catch a glimps of the loéh where Brad- 
laugh used to fish. He was very fond of fishing. 
It was a relief from toil and care He would stick 
to it all day long, rain or shine. The fishermen 
still remember him as a wonderful man, genial, 
strong, ready, with a voice like a lio, and ati arm 
like that of Wallace. With these hills and shining 
waters his memory will remain. 

All the afternoon we speed along these radiant 
shores. A thousand objects attract the view, the 
adornments of art and the enchatitments of na- 
ture. The shapes and dreams of the past possess 
us while the future unfolds its dancing colors. 
could scarcely realise that Scotland hights look 
down on me, freighted with centuries of mingling 
life and death. In the golden evening hour we 
plow the busy Clyde, and the great city presents 
another aspect from that of the brilliant and sunny 
morn, with the banners of twilight floating over it. 
The twilights here are wonderfully long and beau- 
tiful. Not until ten o'clock or later do the golden 
hues fade away from the horizon, and when they 
do disappear from the dim vision, already the 
far-off faint lights of morn appear. Crowds are 
thronging the streets as we plunge again into the 
metropolis. It is Saturday night and all is gay and 
festiv, preparatory, I suppose, to the “holy Sab. 
bath.” 'fhey hav the habit here, as in the towns of 
England, and in London, some parts of it, of walk- 
ing in the middle of the streets, the sidewalks are 
so thronged. I hav not noted the like in any 
American city, not even in the narrow thorough- 
fares of Boston, where it would be a convenience. 
Here the crowds fill street and all; and I hav 
got into the habit myself now of “keeping to the 
middle of the road.” 

Well, Sunday comes, a real Scottish Sunday, or 


Sabbath, and I hav the pleasure of speaking to 
three fine audiences of Glasgow Liberals. In the 
evening especially there is an excellent attendance. 
I hav & warm greeting, and I thoroughly enjoy the 
occasion. Mr. W. G. Unkles takes the chair in the 
morning and Mr. J. P. Gilmour in the afternoon 
and evening. In Scotland, as in England, I find an 
intense desire to hear Ingersoll. He would hav an 
immense audience in Glasgow. Millions of copies 
of his lectures hav been sold throughout these isles. 
No name evokes such enthusiasm as that of Inger- 
sol. The land of Burns would giv him a royal 
welcome. The Glasgow Liberals baliora in the good 
old Scottish doctrin of “the perseverance of the 
saints.” They don’t giv up. They hav kept the 
flag flying for many a year. They hav splendid ma- 
terial, and are a power in the community. Of 
course Glasgow is a great church city, and the or- 
thodox apparently rule. But still there is much of 
advanced thought even among the churches, espe- 
cially in the Free church. There are two main 
Presbyterian churches in Scotland, the Free church 
and the Established church. The Established 
church will undoubtedly some day go, as it is now 
going in Wales. If left to the people of Scotland 
it would be disestablished at once. But the clergy 
of the Church of England are in the way, for they 
see that if the Established church of Scotland goes, 
although Presbyterian, the logic of events will 
make the Church of England go likewise. Some of 
the rigid orthodox hav been endeavoring to expel 
Professor Drummond from the Free church. But 
it wouldn’t do, notwithstanding the glaring fact 
that Professor Drummond has knocked the story 
of Adam and Eve higher than a kite. But the 
wise ones in the church hav concluded to stand it. 

I enjoyed Sunday afternoon the hospitality of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Forrester, who are stanch Lib- 
erals, and who hav supported the cause for many 
years. The family are all Liberals, and I am in- 
debted to them for inany kindhe&ses. 

Mr. George Gibson came over from Belfast, Íre- 
land, to attend the lectures. I was in hopes to do 
some lecturing in Ireland, but probably shall not 
hav the opportunity. There is a small society in 
Belfast, where lectures hav been given by Foote, 
Forder, etc., but it is found pretty difficult to keep 
the movement at the front. However, our friends 
don't propose to stop work. Theré ate brave Lib- 
erals in Ireland, notwithstanding the black shadow 
of the cross. 

Mr. Gibson is a nativ of Ireland, has traveled all 
over it, and thoroughly understands its life and lit- 
erature. He has fine linguistic attainments, and is 
a student of Latin, etc. He tells me that about 
30,000 Irish speak the nativ language, and know no 
other. There is a paper published in the Irish lan- 
guage, which has a literature of a somewhat ancient 
date, but not of surpassing value; nothing in it of 
world-wide value. It is mainly local stories and 
legends of the past. 

It was a great pleasure to meet Mr. Gibson. 
He is an enthusiastic and well-posted Liberal. He 
has read all our best books, and is in the ranks of 
Titz Terora Sergen. We can depend on him every 
time. 

I hav not finished with Glasgow yet, for I shall 
rettirn there after my lecture at Edinburgh, June 
16th, and visit the birthplace of Burns. 

I leave Glasgow on Monday, June 10th, for 
Aberdeen, iti thé north of Scotland. I hav a lovely 
day’s ride, atid in four hours and a half reach 
miy destination. Aberdeen is a magnificent city of 
nearly 150,000 population. It is called “The 
Granit City." The Aberdeéns think it the best 
and handsoniest city in the world. I don't blame 


į | them. It struck me at first sight as one of the 


most massiv and beautiful of cities. It is built eft- 
tirely of granit, so far as I can see; no wood or 
brick anywhere. The stone is not gloomy, but of 
bright colors, and it presents to the eye not only 
solidity but brilliance. Ý lectured here last night 
toa full house, and had a lovely time, a glorious 
British cheer, and fair play. I shall hav a good 
story to tell in my next of Aberdeen, of Dundee, 
of Edinburgh, and of Abbotsford and Melrose, 
haunted by the great Wizard of the North, the 
story-teller of the ages, who, next to Shakspere 
and Homer, has given the past its most wondrous 
illuminations. SauvzL P. Pornam. 

Aberdeen June 11, 295. 

cin MIU eue ee 
Bacon a Poet. 

The Baconian authorship of the plays and poems 
of Shakspere is scouted by the majority of the lit- 
erary world. “Bacon was no poet," say many of 
them. What will they hav to say when a lately 
diseovered poem by Bacon is produced, which not 
only proves him a great poet but the veritable au- 
thor of the plays, and of the cipher story now in 
course of publication in this country? 


Jury 6, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKERK. 423 


Ő 


It is announced that a manuscript folio of some 
500 pages, containing unpublished poems of Mas- 
singer and other authors, including a poem entitled 
* Farewell to Fortune," by Francis Bacon, has been 
found in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. 
« Fortune" is the first of the five key words to the 
cipher story discovered by Dr. Owen of Detroit. 
The poem is supposed to hav been written after 
Bacon’s misfortune in 1621, and it is said to bor- 
row from the text of the tragedy of Henry VIIL., 
one of the latest of the Shakspere plays. 

W. H. Borz. 


Kansas and Moses Harman. 


Mr. Eprros: I said my say in reference to this 
subject in the time now long ago, and hav not felt 
like taking up the question again; but to day, as I 
read that an old and good man, Moses Harman, 
editor of Lucifer, the Light-bearer, is again in 
prison, I ask myself, What kind of people are these, 
the citizens of Kansas, that they hav made it possi- 
ble for such injustice to be administered once and 
again in the name of law? We are many of us old 
enough to remember what an effort was made to 
secure Kansas to the United States as a free state. 
Large numbers from the Eastern and Middle states 
became citizens of Kansas, and, outnumbering those 
from the South, the North conquered. I myself 
was jubilant. I am not proud of Kansas' inhabit- 
ants to-day. Are the children of Free State men 
and women less tyrannical, less oppressiv, than 
«Missouri rufüans!*" Woman has spent much 
breath and some money in Kansas asserting her 
rights, but I hav yet to learn that she in her socie- 
ties has ever spoken in defense of the one man who 
has struck at the greatest wrong that woman suf- 
fers—the denial of her right to herself in marriage 
as well as out, and of the right to publish an ac- 
count of her suffering, using the words necessary 
to make her meaning plain. 

I am old and feeble. I hav only an income that 
supplies me my bread. I cannot help the impris- 
oned editor with money; I cannot pray for him, for 
the powers that be are on the other side. I can 
only hope (against hope) that sometime there will 
come a change, and men and women will not op- 
press one another. Truly but not hopefully yours, 

Syracuse, N. Y. Lucy N. Corman. 


Piety per Order for Man-o’-Warsmen. 


Having once been a seaman in the navy, I had an 
opportunity to observe the foolishness and utter 
uselessness of having a chaplain. I sailed from 
Boston in December, 1848, on the frigate Constitu- 
tion, bound for the Mediterranean station. We had 
very rough weather sailing to the eastward across 
the Atlantic, as might be expected at that season 
of the year, so the chaplain did not show himself 
during the entire passage. 

Upon our arrival at Tripoli the weather became 
quite agreeable, and on Sundays a temporary house 
of worship would be arranged by fixing capstan 
bars in shape for the blue-jackets to sit on while 
they listened to the reading of the sermon. The 
chaplain was of the Episcopalian faith, and there- 
fore always read his discourse. It should be remem- 
bered that we were all compelled to attend “divine 
service.” We had no choice but to obey orders and 
sit and listen to what the chaplain had to offer for 
our spiritual welfare—presumably. No matter 
whether the sailor was Jew or Gentile (and we had 
representative of nearly every quarter of the globe 
and every faith, including idolaters), all were treated 
to the same sermon.. The marines with their mus- 
kets stood at a parade rest on the quarter- deck, 
while the ship’s band was near at hand and dis- 
pensed sacred music from time to time. This com- 
pleted the panoramaof compulsory worship. When 
the chaplain had finished his portion of the farce, 
we would be dismissed the same as though we had 
been mustered to witness punishment or hear the 
reading of the articles of war. J. H. GARDINER. 

Sharptown, N. J. 


Work and Perseverance Will Win. 


When I removed to this neighborhood there was 
no other outspoken Freethinker nearer than St. 
Joseph, Mo., seven miles distant. I immediately 
went to work openly for human freedom, holding 
discussions with the preachers and the most con- 
firmed orthodox. I procured Liberal newspapers, 
tracts, and pamphlets, distributing them freely 
among the reading ones, and now we hav thirty 
who boldly announce themselvs Infidels. We pro- 
cured the school-house, gave out notices, and ar- 
ranged to hav P. V. Wise, of St. Joseph, giv us a 
lecture. The attendance was good and included a 
large number of young people and women. They 
were very attentiv and seemed well pleased. 

It is strange that the people will pay their money 


to the preachers, who, like the Arkansas razor-back, 
are always squealing for more, claiming that they 
need it and other property for the gods. Poor, 
helpless gods! They are termed almighty, but 
they cannot create the temples for their own wor- 
ship. They must hav men, women, and children to 
go about begging, and even to hold strawberry and 
ice-cream festivals, to run lotteries, and to conduct 
all sorts of worldly schemes to.build and furnish 
houses for these inhabitants of the skies. 

The priests, finding that people prefer the parks, 
libraries, and places of amusement to their sleepy 
god-houses, are making an organized attack upon 
popular liberty by demanding the enactment and 
enforcement of cruel and tyrannous Sunday laws, 
which the Freethinkers of the United States must 
organize to resist. There is strength in union. 
We must organize and apply our means to the 
purposes of humanity. Of what use to us are gods, 
angels, and saints who cannot take care of them- 
selvs, and who can render no aid to humanity in 
such emergencies as the wrecking of the Elbe and 
Colima? If those who know that the Christian 
religion is untrue would cease contributing to its 
support, that system of fraud and falsehood would 
collapse within five years. W. S. Parties. 


extent that a bishop and a dissenting minister were 
heard exchanging congratulations on what. they 
supposed to be a defeat of the common enemy.— 
Herbert Spencer, in the Fortnightly Review. 


The Father in the Library. 


God is often spoken of as a parent, a father, es- 
pecially when it is intended to signify the tender- 
ness of the relation which is alleged to exist be- 
tween him and his human creatures. Earthly 
parents love to giv good gifts to their children ; 
but itis said our “heavenly father” loves with an 
intensity and tenderness infinitlly greater than 
theirs to giv good gifts to us, to deal lovingly and 
tenderly by us. Is this true? Let us judge 
whether it is true or not by the most direct, nat- 
ural, and simple test. The children are plsying in 
the parlor. Father is in the library, the next room, 
only a closed door between them. Thomas sud- 
denly asks: * Where is father?" Rufus replies: 
« In the library." «“ No, he is not,” exclaim Henry 
and Susan, in a breath. “He is,” reiterates Rufus. 
« He is not,” rejoin Henry and Susan. “He is,” 
* He is not,” are bandied in gradually louder and 
angrier tones, which can be distinctly heard by 
their father in the library. Rufus becomes highly 
incensed, and strikes both Henry and Susan. They 
strike back. The melée becomes general. Angry 
shouts, screams of pain, and the sound of blows re- 
verberate through the house. Henry is finally killed 
outright. Susan is pushed against the hot stove, and 


Sham Offerings to Demos. 


In early stages of progress gods, conceived as 
man-like in so many other respects, are conceived 


as manlike in their credulity; deception being con 

sequently practiced upon them. Sometimes in 
place of a human being an animal dressed up as a 
human being is immolated. Among the ancient 
Mexicans effigies of men were subject to sacrificial 
ceremonies like those to which actual men had been 
subject. The Chinese carry the system of sham 
offerings very far, making paper models of proper- 
ties, utensils, and money, and burning them to pro- 
pitiate the worshiped beings. And there are peoples 
among whom deceptions of this nature are practiced 
in the avowed belief that their gods are stupid. So 
that as the marauding Basuto expects by certain 
sounds to deceive the gods of the people he is rob- 
bing, so, in other cases, the semblance of an offering 
to a god is supposed to be mistaken by him for the 
reality. 

What is the relevance of these facts? Well, I 
am reminded of them by observing how easily de- 
luded is that many-headed god to whom in our day 
multitudinous sacrifices are made (especially of con- 
yictions), and before whom so much incense is 
burnt—the god Demos [People], I was about to 
say, but remembering the restricted meaning of the 
word, let me say instead the apotheosized Public, 
whose fiat, uttered through its delegates, is thought 
to be a final criterion of good and evil, right and 
wrong. For this modern deity is deluded with 
scarcely less ease than the year-god of the Chinese 
is supposed to be deluded by paper offerings. Sim- 
ilarly lacking in discrimination, it does not distin- 
guish between a semblance and a reality; and when 
the process of destroying the semblance has been 
gone through, it shows, by demonstrations of de- 
light, that it thinks the reality has been destroyed. 

A good illustration was furnished at the last 
meeting of the British Association by Lord Salis- 
bury. Beginning his presidential address with the 
remark that he felt like “a colonel of volunteers” 
reviewing “an army corps at Aldershot,” but shortly 
assuming the manner proper to a colonel of the 
guards reviewing the “awkward squad,” he set 
forth what he professed to be the hypothesis of Nat- 
ural Selection; and then, with an amusing simile, 
he thrust it through and, as it seemed to the on- 
looking public, let out its life-blood. Whereupon 
came through the press rounds of applause, and 
among readers much throwing up of caps and 
laughter at the fallacy detected; even comic verses, 
illustrativ of the supposed absurdity, being pub- 
lished. Very curious it was to observe how & doc- 
trin which Mr. Darwin had spent a life in elaborat- 
ing, and which had been under examination and 
discussion by the whole biological world for a gen- 
eration, was thought to bs thus readily disposed of 
by ascholar’s mate. Very curious, too, was it to ob- 
serve the different effects produced in the world of 
Science and in the outer world. Neither in the re- 
cent controversy between Dr. Wallace and Professor 
Henslow, nor in the criticisms of Mr. Bateson's late 
work, nor in the discussion before the Royal Society 
on Professor Weldon's experiments and views—all 
of them concerned with aspects of Natural Selection 
—is there the slightest sign that Lord Salisbury's 
attack had produced any impression whatever; a 
serene disregard showing that its irrelevance was 
tacitly recognized by all. Meanwhile the extreme 


cruelties. 
be, that they could not happen without his “ provi- 


improbability that there could be achieved go easy 
a triumph being overlooked, there was great rejoic: 
ing among those who stand by the old; even to the 


dreadfully burned. Ar arm of Thomas is broken, 
and Rufus himself escapes only with injuries which 
will leave him a cripple for life. Father heard every- 
thing, knew what it was all about—a mere ques- 
tion as to whether he was in the library or not. 
He could end it all by merely putting his head out 
of the door, but he takes no notice of it, goes 
on with his reading or his writing. In fact, he 
created the conditions on purpose to set his chil- 
dren to quarreling and fighting. Does such a 
father love to deal tenderly by his children? 


The disputes as to the existence, the where- 


abouts, the attributes, of God has been going on 
for ages. 
ceeded by blows. 
in this quarrel has resounded in every quarter of 
the world, neither age nor sex has been regarded. 
The victims who hay fallen beneath the sword, the 
spear, the battle-ax, hav been fortunate, indeed, ` 
over those who hav languished in dungeons and 
chains, hav been broken on the wheel, stretched 
upon the rack, or, chained to the stake, hav from 
the midst of flame furnished a spectacle to their 
persecutors. 
to inflict the worst, on the other to brave the worst, 
which could be inflicted, and so the maximum of 
wretchedness has been attained. Of course, “ our 
heavenly father” has seen and heard all, has known 
from the beginning what it was all about, could 
hav ended it all at any stage, at once, at his pleas- 
ure, by proof, open, plain, indisputable, that could 
hav been seen and known of all. 
in the library, he has remained silent, unmoved, oc- 
eupied. Occupied? 


Wordy controversy was long ago suc- 
The din of the conflict of arms 


On one side a spirit has been evoked 


But no; if he is 
In the infliction of these very 
evils, in egging on the parties to these quarrels and 
Is it not admitted, as logically it must 


dence ?"— John Francis Smith, in “Is the Uni- 


verse Governed by a Devil ?” 


The Ascension Myth. 


Much has been written of late touching the res- 


urrection of the physical body of Christ, but noth- 


ing has been said as to his ascension, though the 


latter is surely a corollary of the former. 


The teaching of the Christian chnrch is that the 


risen body of Jesus, after a certain period, ascended 


into heaven, yet many people, even among those 
who read the Bible constantly, may be surprised to 
learn that there is in the four gospels only the 
smallest foundation for this belief. Matthew and 
John, who, being apostles, ought assuredly to hav 
known more about it than the other evangelists, 
make no allusion to the event. This may alse be 


"said of Mark, for, as is now well known, his gospel 


originally terminated at the eighth verse of the last 
chapter, the remaining twelve having been added by 
a later writer. A marginal note opposit verse 9 in 
the revised version of the New Testament states 
that the concluding verses are not to be found in 
the oldest Greek manuscripts. There remains, 
therefore, only Luke, who was not an eye-witness, 
as Matthew and John must hav been, but who 
writes (xxiv, 51), * He was parted from them [the 
apostles] and carried up into heaven." Yet here 
again there is a significant’ marginal note in the re- 
vised version to the effect that “some ancient au- 
thorities omit ‘and was caried up into heaven.’ ” 
Of course I am aware that elsewhere in the New 
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titute of biblical authority. In the first place, the 
only perfect beings the creator ever had the kind- 
ness to locate on this sphere were habituated to 
nudity all the time they were perfect, and it is plain 
enough that if any would become like them the first 
necessity is to strip. Again, when David blessed 
his household, he wore no clothes. Likewise Saul, 
when the spirit of God came upon him, “stripped 
off his clothes,” as the inspired book puts it, and 
did not resume them for twenty-four hours. 
Micah, too, believed that by discarding the habili- 
ments of civilization he could appease the divine 
wrath, and Isaiah walked naked and barefoot for 
years. Woman had not enough influence in Bible 
times to affect the destiny of the universe by any- 
thing she could do of her own motion, still, if Bath- 
sheba had kept her bloomers on there would hav 
been no savior along the line of David. Passing 
thence to Solomon, observe the language of his 
Song. True, there is no doubt (ohellno) that here 
we hav Christ addressing his bride, the Church, 
and the church responding, bub at the same time 
their descriptions of each other are so minute and 
circumstantial that we know at once that their 
observations were not impeded by conventional 
attire. i 

The doctrins of this new sect are especially 
adapted to the purposes of seaside and arboreal 
camp-meetings, and also to the warmer latitudes, 
where its missionaries would find the timber peeled 
ready to hand. Gro. E. Maopenarn. 

— —-" — 


Thomas Henry Huxley. 


By the death of Professor Huxley the scientific 
and Freethought world is deprived of the services 
of one of the best-equipped and most courageous 
exponents of truth and teachers of the people. 
His command of the English language was excel- 
lent, and it is doubtful if he had more than two or 
three superiors in this respect. And this counts 
for much, for of what avail are sound arguments 
and sound expositions if they are not understood 


into the presence of God he in reality rushes into 
his absence. 


Testament there are allusions to the ascension of 
Christ, particularly in the Acts (presumably written 
by Luke), but why is it that Matthew and John, 
actual eye-witnesses, according to Luke, avoid all 
mention of it!— Bible Student, in the New York Sun. 


— eo 


Observations. 


The more books on words and their uses the 
better, provided the writers hav an understanding 
of the subject and the reader is apprised that he is 
at liberty to use his own judgment about approving 
their criticisms. Perhaps without knowing that a 
part of his title had already been appropriated by 
Bardeen, author of “Verbal Pitfalls,” Mr. J. Fitz- 
gerald, the founder and former proprietor of the 
Humboldt Library of Science, has put forth a little 
work called “ Pitfalls in English,” which has much 
to commend it. There are between its covers 175 
paragraphs directing attention to important facts to 
be recognized by writers of English. The author's 
experience as a reviser of “copy” for printers has 
qualified him for his task, and his book would 
speak for itself even though he had not spoken 
so strongly for it in his preface. “This little vol- 
ume,” he says, “is the work of no tiro;" for “ dur- 
ing the first four years of the Forum he revised in 
the manuscript every article but three published in 
that periodical, and alone bore the responsibility 
for their grammatical and stylistic redaction.” I 
would rather be responsible for the “stylistic re- 
daction” of an article than for the phrase wherewith 
Mr. Fitzgerald describes that process, for “ stylisti- 
cally redactionize” would be sure to accompany it. 
Moreover, after an article shall hav been so treated, 
I doubt if one can truthfully say that it has been 

more than competently revised. Mr. Fitzgerald 
speaks also of “a typist’s error,” but he does not 
tell us what a typist has the peculiarity to be. Its 
position in the text suggests that typist may stand 
for type-writer—not the machine, but the operator 
—in fact, a copier. I would appeal to Mr. Fitzger- 
ald and others with knowledge and authority to 
help rid the language of these hissing ésts, instead 
of introducing more of them. He may say that 
* type" is from the Greek, and that it therefore de- 
mands the suffix he givs it, but photograph and the 
other graphs change form conveniently enough by 
the addition of er, and their roots are in the Greek, 
Iam told. “Pitfalls in English" has an instructiv 
' chapter on the German and English vocabularies, 
in which the structure of the two languages is 
shown, to the dispraise of our mother tongue. But 
the poor exhibit made by English is not apparently 
referable to any natural defect; the word-coiners, 
who like to show us that they hav been abroad, hav 
imported those particular faults of the language 
that render it inferior to German. And so books 
like Mr. Fitzgerald’s hav to be written as much to 
preserve the Anglo-Saxon as to explain the outland 
words and combinations that hav made us forget it. 


“Tacoma: A $500 Prize Essay,” is before me. 
The author, Mr. F. R. Wall, in speaking of the rise 
of the City of Destiny, says: “One would be 
tempted to call this growth phenomenal, except 
that it is the direct outcome of known laws.” No, 
he would not, my friend, provided he knew the 
meaning of the words he was using. All growth is 
phenomenal, and the fact that Tacoma is ** the di- 
rect outcome of known laws” proves that it is no 
exception to the rule. Ifit were otherwise ib would 
be miraculous, or at the least marvelous. The phe- 
nomenal is often commonplace. 


That there is & basis of probability for the hy- 
pothesis of heredity influence few would be rash 
enough to deny, but it is not strengthening under 
the advocacy of some of its expositors. Like 
other branches of science in the hands of unscien- 
tific persons, it is in danger of becoming a fad. As 
an illustration, Lady Henry Somerset, the moral 
crusader, recently attempted in a magazine article 
to account for the unbelief of Robert G. Ingersoll 
on the grounds of heredity, in doing which she in- 
vented a story somewhat as follows: Ingersoll’s 
father was a Calvinist preacher; while his mother, 
being tender hearted, revolted at the cruelty of that 
creed. On a visit to a friend, during Robert’s pre- 
natal life, she found the writings of Voltaire, which 
fascinated her, and as a result the boy was born an 
unbeliever. Further developing her system of my- 
thology, Lady Somerset relates that when a cousin 
of Ingersoll told him about her Christian faith, 
Robert said, * while tears rolled down his cheeks,” 
“T would giv all I hav, my cousin, if I could believe 
as you do, but I cannot.” Mrs. Somerset leaves it 
to be inferred that the subject’s doubt of the Chris- 
tian system is not the result of thought, but is due 
to the remorseless grip of heredity. Her theory, 
however, is lacking in one important element 


—namely, it is not based upon facts. The touch- py those to whom they are addressed? Huxley was 
ing incident of the female cousin is said by the understood, and this explains why the clergy and 
Colonel to be untrue, and he also declares that, to | the lay defenders of the old theological conceptions 
the best of his belief, his mother EUER, the | of the universe were always so eager to try to break 
works of Voltaire. Poor heredity! It is faring | the force of his reasonings and dispute his facts. 
almost as badly as “science " since the faith-healers They knew that his readers understood what he 
got hold of hare ohne Christian Scientists, | wrote and that his utterances would not fail to 
and became the only “scientists” in the world. weaken the position of the church apologists. Of 
his style and his intellectual armament, the New 
York Herald well says: 

He had a literary culture, a sense of form, and a con- 
sequent facility of expression that were denied to Darwin 
and to Tyndall. Among all modern scientists Spencer 
alone equals him as a master of style. But Huxley, in 
addition, possessed an extraordinary perspicuity as well 
as simplicity of phrase, which attracted to him the non- 
scientifio as well as the scientifio mind, the non-literary 
as well as the literary public. 

For mere rhetoric, for polish of expression, for strac- 
tural harmony, for keen wit and sarcasm, masked under 
the most graceful urbanity; for unsparing logic and for 
luminous simplicity, even when dealing with the most 
abstruse and difficult subjects, the books which Huxley 
addressed to the unscientific world - such books, for in- 
stance, as his ‘‘ Lay Sermons,” his ‘‘ Evolution and Eth- 
ies," and his ‘Christianity and Agnosticism "—are al- 
most unparalleled in English literature. On the other 
hand, the results of his severe studies in vertebrate mor- 
phology, in paleontology, in ethnology, and iu all 
branches of biology, show the breadth of his mind and 
the accuracy of his deductions. 

Thomas Henry Huxley was born May 4, 1825, at 
Ealing, England. He received his education at the 
Ealing school, in which his father was a teacher. 
When seventeen years of age he went to Charing 
Cross Medical School, where he remained three 
years, graduating as bachelor of medicin. He 
stood second in his class in anatomy and physiology. 
He began to write when a student, contributing to 
the Medical Times and Gazette a paper on the ex- 
ternal layer of cells on the root of the hair. This 
is now called the “sheath of Huxley." He entered 
the naval service in 1846, shipping as assistant sur- 
geon in Captain Stanley's expedition to the South 
Pacific, going out on the Rattlesnake. The cruise 
occupied four years. During this trip he studied the 
lower marine life and sent home several communi- 
SER tions relating to his investigations. He was made 
profess not to be ashamed to do so. Their rites | ^? f Roval Socieiv i A 
consist of a bath, after which the souls of the |? ellow of the Royal Socie y m 1851. Of his 
worshipers repose together and drink in the love of ketch a m Ue HUI: giva. thia, condensed 
God, as a devotee describes it to the newspaper acies 
men. A peculiar theory of this sect is that the love 
of God emanates from neither the heart nor the brain, 
but has its rise in the bowels and in the adjacent 
organs of continuity ; and they hold that as brethren 
and sisters should bear testimony openly to what 
God has done for them, the nude exhibition and 
contact become a divine command. There is any 
amount of scripture to be quoted in support of the 
practice—twice as much as there is for some relig- 
ious observances that are enforced by law—Sunday- 
keeping, for example, which is almost entirely des- 


Spelling reform, such as the dropping of the final 
€, is not the innovation some hav been led to sup- 
pose. In 1667 a man named Sprat, author of a 
“ History of the Royal Society,” London, wrote ap- 
plaus, becaus, examin, rais, and tru. He also 
spelled owe “ow.” At about the same time, if not 
earlier, the wife of a clergyman, addressing a letter 
to her absent spouse, subscribed herself * Your lov- 
ing yf.” 


The thirteenth chapter of the gospel according 
to St. John has an account of a supper at which 
Jesus Christ entertained his disciples. The same 
relates that when he had eaten all he wanted, or all 
there was in sight, he laid aside his clothes, took a 
towel and girded himself, and proceeded forthwith 
to wash the feet of the brethren. Two customs of 
considerable antiquity are supposed to hav their 
origin in the proceedings of this occasion, one being 
the communion and the other the washing of feet as 
a religious ceremony. Now another feature of the 
evening is found to hav had a theological signifi- 
cance, namely, the removal of the clothes. And 
why not? The master of ceremonies evidently had 
some reason for appearing in the nude, and what- 
ever it was, those who cannot understand may at 
least imitate, as they do in many other instances, 
Hence it occurs that in Omaha, Neb., a sect has 
arisen which, while retaining the communion and 
pedobaptism, has added thereto the bath in the 
altogether. The New Testament account does not 
tell whether or not ladies were present at the 
doings described, but the Omaha sect takes it for 
granted that they were, and so the brethren and 
sisters worship together like Adam and Eve, and 


The Rev. J. J. Porter is a Baptist preacher. He 
is also the editor of Zhe Helper, published in Jer- 
seyville, Ill., and professes to be eager for a debate 
with “any living Infidel scholar (dead ones being 
barred] as to the correctness of the Bible.” Here 
is a sample of what the Rev. Mr. Porter can do: 


THOMAS PAINE. 

In 1792 he [Paine] went to Paris to engage in constitu- 
tion-making with Condorcet. Soon he was imprisoned 
by Robespierre, and during the eleven months of his im- 
prisonment he wrote the ‘‘ Age of Reason." He showed 
it to Dr. Franklin, who returned it, advising Paine never 
to publish it, but burn it up before it was seen by any 
other person, and thus he would save himself a great deal 
of repentance and mortification. 

The facts, as recorded by Mr. Paine himself, are 
that the first part of the “Age of Reason” was 
written in 1793, being completed in December of 
that year, six hours before the author’s arrest took 
place. Franklin had then been dead about three 
years. I do not believe that the Rev. Mr. Porter 
desires to debate with Infidels on the “correctness” 
of anything. What he wants is a lying-match. 


On suicide, the Christian Advocate says: « The 
responsible person who takes his own life is, in the’ 
light of Christianity and Christian teaching, a mur- 
derer. He rushes unbidden into the presence of 
God.” The statement stimulates thought. In the 
first place, as Colonel Ingersoll has remarked, they 
tell us that God is everywhere, and that it is a sin 
to rush into his presence. No doubt, etiquet de- 
mands that anyone about to wait on the Almighty 
shall send his card ahead of him, the same as when 
he calls upon Mayor Strong of this city. But, con- 
ceding that those who say that God is everywhere 
hav mislocated him, and that he is actually in a place 
called heaven, we may well ask whether murderers 
are admitted to those precincts. Probably not; 
and so, probably, instead of the suicide rushing 


He resigned his position in the navy and in 1854 suc- 
ceeded Prof. Edward Forbes as professor of natural his- 
tory in the Royal School of Mines in Jermyn street, 
London. From 1863 to 1869 he was Hunterian professor 
in the Royal College of Surgeons, and was twice chosen 
Fullerian professor of physiology in the Royal Institu- 
tion. In 1869 and 1870 he was president both of the Geo- 
logical Society and the Ethnological Society. In 1870 
he was president of the British Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, and in 1872 he became secretary of 
the Royal Society. 

In 1870 and subsequently he was a member of the 
Royal Commission on Scientific Instruction and the Ad- 
vancement of Science, and also served on the London 
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ted the nefarious measure to become law. The Sen- 
tinel overlooks the vitally important fact that the 
civil reasons advanced in favor of the denial of the 
liberty of the citizen on Sunday or on other days 
do not hav to be valid reasons to make them oper- 
ativ on the minds of the majority. Mr. Bollman 
says that no other than a religious reason “ could 
possibly exist for forbidding a man to plow in his 
own field on Sunday." But that would not be a 
valid reason, yet it would be as valid as many other 
alleged reasons. Ft should be remembered that we 
are not dealing with sound reasons for tyranny, but 
with excuses, and “rest,” “physiology,” and similar 
ones may be as effectiv catch-words as “sacred” or 
* god-appointed." Mr. Bollman does not believe: 
that the state should compel him, on religious 
grounds, to rest when he does not want to rest; 
but suppose that the state, in the name of hygiene 
or of the other man, orders him to rest when he 
does not want to rest, by making Wednesday a 
universal rest day—will he agree with the Georgia 
judge that it would be a crime to work on this civil 
rest day, and that the good citizen should obey the 
law ? : 

This brings me to the Sentinel’s assertion that 
* there can be no civil reason for prohibiting honest 
labor upon any day." Nevertheless, it is done. 
Take, for instance, the law of this state, which 
compels the saloon to close at lam. But perhaps 
the Sentinel would demur to classing the saloon 
business as “honest” Jabor. Very well, my case 
does not depend upon proving that it is. But 
what of the laws that forbid children under a cer- 
tain age to do honest work in factories and else- 
where? What of the law of this state that enables 
the meddler Gerry to prevent children eager to 
take part in stage performances from doing so? 
What of the law that in most states shuts women 
ouf from doing work at the ballot-box and in offi- 
cial positions} And, finally, what of the ten-hour 
and eight-hour laws that make honest labor an 
offense after a certain minute of each day? 

The dilemma that the Georgia judge presented’ 
to our Adventist friends still confronts them—andi 
| all of us. . E. O. Warrer. 


Schoolboard, being chairman of the committee which 
formed the scheme of education adopted in the board 
schools. In 1872 he was made Lord Rector of the Uni- 
versity of Aberdeen. : 


Professor Huxley spent seven weeks in the 
United States in 1876, lecturing on science and 
education. His lecture at Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity greatly excited the clergy, who declared that 
his discourses were conduciv to the spread of Athe- 
ism and Materialism, which was no doubt true. In 
New York he gave three lectures on the direct evi- 
dence of evolution, illustrating them and deducing 
the data for his argument from the then recent 
discoveries made by Professor Marsh in the miocene 
beds of Wyoming. 

«On the Physical Basis of Life,” “Lay Sermons, 
Addresses, and Reviews,” ‘Critiques and Ad- 
dresses,” * Elementary Physiology,” “Science and 
Hebrew Tradition,” “Science and Christian Tradi- 
tion,” « Man's Place in Nature,” and “Science and 
Education,” are among Professor Huxley's very 
numerous works and volumes of essays. 

Mr. Huxley was neither a pessimist nor an optim- 
ist, holding, rather, to the view of the meliorists. 
Speaking of this trait of his intellect, the New York 
Tribune remarks: : 


He disagreed as frankly with those who thought they 
traced moral results from cosmical causes as he did with 
those who defended miracles. ‘‘ Let us understand once 
for all,” he said on one occasion, *' that the ethical prog- 
ress of society depends, not on imitating the cosmic 
process, still less in running away from it, but in com- 
bating it. The theory of evolution encourages no millen- 
nial anticipations. If for millions of years our globe has 
taken the upward road, yet sometime the summit will be 
reached, and the downward route will be commenced. 
The most daring imagination will hardly venture upon 
the suggestion that the power and intelligence of man 
oan ever arrest the precession of the great year.” 


This is another evidence that his mind was singu- 
larly free from the tendency to cherish delusions 
and to be deceived by time-honored catchwords. 

Something has been gained for freedom of ex- 
pression when of such an antagonist of the church 
as Huxley the popularity-seeking newspapers can 
say what many of them hav said of the dead scien- 
tific inquirer and Liberal controversialist ; and who 
can doubt that he has himself done much to make 
it possible for these kindly and appreciativ words 
to be said of him, by opening the eyes of the people 
to the fact that the church does not hold a patent 
to all the truth and nobility in the world? In its 
editorial tribute, the Zribune remarks : 


Huxley was unique. His place in the scientific world 
was such as no other man of his time could fill, or at- 
tempted to fill. He was in company with Darwin, Tyn- 
dali, Spencer, Haeckel, Pasteur, and other illustrious 
men, now living or dead, but from them all he stood in a 
measure apart. Great, perhaps, as the greatest, he dif- 
fered from them all so widely as to baffla comparison and 
to demand consideration alone, judged only by himself 
and his own achievements. ` * * Thesupreme ey 
of his beneficence was this, that he was ready to deal wit 
any subject of human interest that might come up for 
profitable consideration, and able to do so with illumin- 
ativ power and convincing authority. He studied, spoke, 
and wrote on many themes, but all to good purpose. In 
some of his brief fugitiv essays and letters are to be 
found contributions of the highest value to current 
thought and to abiding knowledge. He once expressed & 
certain amiable contempt for autobiographies, as inevi- 
tably works of imaginativ fiction. But those who knew 
him, and who know his works best, will admit that in one 
of his utterances he sketched his own character, though 
perhaps unintentionally and unconsciously, with faithful 
and consummate skill. 

**That man,” said he, ‘‘has a liberal education who 
has been so trained in youth that his body is the ready 
servant of his will, and does with ease and pleasure all 
the work that, as a mechanism, itis capable of; whose in- 
tellect is a clear, cold logic-engin, with all its parts of 
equal strength and in smooth working order, ready, like 
a steam-engin, to be turned to any kind of work, and 
Spin the gossamers as well as forge the anchors of the 
mind; whose mind is stored with a knowledge of the 
great and fundamental truths of nature and of the laws 
of ber operations; one who, no stunted ascetic, is full of 
life and fire, but whose passions are trained to come to 
halt by 8 vigorous will, the servant of a tender con- 
science; who has learned to love all beauty, whether of 
nature or of art, to hate all vileness, and to respeot others 
as himself. Such a one, and no other, has had a liberal 
education.” The world can add no higher and no more 
richly merited tribute to the author of those noble words 
than this, that such à man was Thomas Henry Huxley. 

The New York World is not less warm in its 
appreciation : 

Science to him meant simple truth, and he was per- 
suaded that the plain people were capable of understand-. 
ing simple truth and profiting by it. He did not think 
it necessary in his lectures to workingmen to present 
truth in any startling way. He dealt with them with as 
much of candor and simplicity as he brought to bear in 
his work as a professor or his learned deliverances before 
the great scientific societies. It was his mission and his 
impulse to strip science of her mysteries and exhibit her 
as truth pure and simple. 

He was admirably adapted by temperament and educa- 
tion to this task. e was not fettered by the traditions 
of the schools. He was a graduate of no college or uni- 
- versity. Two or three years in school were all he had of 
systematic instruction before he began the study of medi- 
cin. Yet throughout his long life there was no man in 
Europe more honored by the universities, none whom 
they more eagerly besought to teach with their authority, 


Hi imind was always open, fearless, and receptiv. He 
was in love with truth, and at no point did the truth hav 
any sort of terror for him. * ° * 

His love of truth and his championship of it extended 
far beyond the domain of the physical sciences. He was 
a polemic writer of tremendous force and extraordinary 
influence. He attacked myths as fearlessly as he dis- 
sected crayfish, and in a like spirit. He did not fear to 
break lances with the bishops and other clergy in their 
own field of learning. The English-speaking world owes 
more to him than to any one man of our time, perhaps, 
for its liberation from the restraining bonds of tradition 
and superstition. ' 

There are many more like testimonials to the 
mental strength, the moral earnestness, and the 
frank fearlessness of the leader now gone from us, 
but we hav room for no more here. May his ex- 
ample stimulate the young of both sexes, and help 
them to help free the world from superstition and 


iyranny. j 


It Was a “Slip.” 


May I be permitted to say a few words concern- 
ing a difference of opinion that appears to hav 
arisen between Tur TRUTH SEEKER and the Amer- 
ican Sentinel, the usually clear-thinking newspaper 
representativ of the Seventh-Day Adventists? A 
brief statement of the question at issue is first 
necessary: J. Q. Allison, of Douglassville, Ga., was 
arrested and tried for * Sabbath. breaking." In an- 
swer to an argument made by the Adventist prisoner, 
the judge said : 

I would not interfere with you in any way in the en- 
joyment of.your religion; this is simply a law of thestate, 
and we are Bound thereby. The state could say that you 
should keep Wednesday -or Thursday, or every other 
Thursday, that it would be a crime to work on every 
other Wednesday or every other Thursday, and we would 
be bound to obey the law. 

Commenting on this, the Sentinel remarks, among 
other things: 

This statement by the judge would be true if the law 
were indeed a merely civil regulation based upon civil 
reasons. 

Following this the editor of Tax TRUTH SEEKER 
stated that the Sentinel showed conclusivly that the 
Sabbath law is not based on merely civil reasons, 
and thus disposed of the judge’s special plea, but 
added that the Adventist editor's admission that 
the state has the right to make honest labor a 
crime on any day for any reason is unconditional 
surrender. In its issue of June 27th the Sentinel 
denies that it has surrendered a vital principle or 
any principle, and avers that Tume TRUTH SEEKER 
overlooked the if in its statement. It declares that 
«it has many times proved that there is, and can 
be, no civil reason for enforced weekly rest.” It 
also calls attention to another sentence in the para- 
graph which Tur Trurs Szrxzn criticised: “No 
other reason could possibly exist for forbidding a 
man to plow in his own field on Sunday.” In its 
reply to you it further says : 

It follows that there could be no civil reason for prohib- 
iting honest labor upon any day, for if there could, that 
reason could apply to Sunday as wellas to any other day. 
The fact that after years of diligent search no such rea- 
son has been found, proves that it does not exist. The 
Sentinel has made no surrender, either unconditional or 
otherwise, for the Sentinel supposes no unsupposable 
case The position of the Sentinel is and always has 
been that a weekly day of rest can exist only on a relig- 
ious basis and for religious reasons, that therefore the 
state could, of right, hav nothing whatever to do with the 
question, and that all so-called civil reasons are mere fig- 
ments invented for the purpose of evading constitutional 
guarantees of freedom of conscience. 

I am much surprised at Mr. Bollman's lack of 
perspicacity in this instance. While it is without 
doubt true that the so-called civil reasons are “mere 
figments invented for the purpose of evading con- 
stitutional guarantees of freedom of conscience," 
80 far as the Sabbatarian leaders are concerned, it 
is equally true that those alleged reasons are real 
reasons to & good many friends of Sunday laws, 
who imagin that the state has the right to do any- 
thing that the majority demands, and it is an en- 
tirely supposable case that the majority might de- 
mand that the first day of the week or some other 
day be set aside as a day of enforced rest; and it is 
against this very possible danger that I now wish to 
arouse the Adventists’ fighting spirit. To illustrate 
what I mean I would cali the Sentinel's attention 
to the fact that the Illinois legislature at its last 
regular session decreed that henceforth all barber 
shops in that state be closed on Sunday, and Alt- 
geld permitted it to become alaw. He was too 
much of a demagog to either veto it or sign it; the 
Barbers’ Association had demanded the law, in the 
selfish interest of those who did not themselvs wish 
to work on Sunday and were determned that if 
they shut their shops the other barbers, those who 
did wish to work, should not be permitted to open. 
Of course religious reasons influenced some who 
voted for the bill and more who worked for it, but 
they had little to do with the demand of the barbers 
and nothing to do with Altgeld’s inaction that permit- 


A Note from Mr. Fleckten. 


To tHE Eprror or Tue Trora SrrzkgR— Sir: I 
hav seen the report from Mr. E. Steenerson, of 
Crookston, Minn., as to the school fight in my dis- 
trict, and also your remarks upon the matter, in 
response to which I send you $10—$5 from myself 
and $3 from A. Betzen, W. Fleckten, and John 
Fleckten, for the school fund; the balance to be 
applied on my subscription to your paper. I will 
also pledge an additional $5 for the fund. 

I inelose a sketch of the school-house in District 
No. 61, the scene of this contest. The house was 
built after my own plans, though I had some diffi- 
culty in getting it to suit me. I think there is not 
another like itin the state. It cost $1,000. When 
I was school clerk the American flag floated above 
the building, but it has been taken down, and the 
so-called ** Holy Bible" is used as a text-book in- 
stead. I also, while clerk, succeeded in establish- 
ing a school library, costing $100 and containing 
encyclopedias, United States histories, and other 
useful books. At the same time I held trustees 
and treasurer to strict account for funds passing 
through their hands, the latter officer being dis- 
missed for irregularity. As-s consequence I, a sin- 
gle Freethinker, had to contend against a whole 
school district; but I hav succeeded up to this 
Bible-reading fight, which brought everyone against 
me, women and all. That is the reason why I hav 
to ask for help. Thanking you very heartily for 
your able service in the case, Iam, Yours truly, 

Kandiyohi, Minn. S. J. FLECKTEN. 


Last Chance to Obtain a Rare Book. 


David Friedrich Strauss’s * Life of Jesus Oriti- 
cally Examined” was first published in two volumes 
for $9. The edition ran out, and another was is- 
sued in one volume for $4.50. This edition i8 
almost exhausted, less than fifty copies being in 
existence. Of what are left we hav obtained a 
share, and can furnish them postpaid at the last 
price, $450. They will not last long, and we ad- 
vise those of our friends who want a copy to send 
at once. When these are gone there will be no 
more to be had. This edition is translated from 
the fourth German edition by George Eliot, and 
contains 784 large octavo pages of solid reading, 
very clearly printed. It is unnecessary to say to 
students that this is a very valuable work, one 
which the church wishes had’ never been written, 
but which it cannot controvert, 
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T9etters of Rrionds. 


The Stream Flows Uninterruptedly. 
HurcnHissoN, Kan., May 20, 1895. 
‘Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3. Please 
‘send Tur Tavrk Seeker and “ Pictorial 
'Text-Book ” to N. G. Atkesson. 
Respectfully, I. J. NICKIE. 


Homer, ILL., June 12, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $8, for which 
please send the ''Freethinker's Piatarial 
Text-Book" and Tae Trot SEEKER for 
one year, as Y am a new subscriber. 
P. C. Mostzr. 


Port, Micn., June 10, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send Tug TRUTH 
‘SEEKER to the inclosed address for one 
year, with the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book." 
Find herewith $8. Axer M. SODERBERG. 


KIRKSVILLE, Mo., June 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please send me the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Picto- 
rial Text-Book” and Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
one year as per announcement. 
JOSEPH S. MATTER. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., June 13, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Seeing your advertisment 
in the Freethought Magazine, I inclose 
$3. Please send me Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year and the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pic- 

torial Text-Book.” D. B. Hanson. 


Barrrzg, TEX., May 18, 1895. 
‘Mr. Eprror: I see you advertise in the 
Independent Pulpit a *'Freethinker's 
Pictorial Text-Book” in connection with 
Tue Trura SEEKER. Please find inclosed 
$8 for Taz Truru Seexer and ''Text. 
Book.” P. W. Riaas. 


N. Amuerst, O., May 27, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I am very well pleased with 
the books you sent mea short time ago, 
so I will try your Trura SEEKER for one 
year and the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book,” for which I inclose $3. 

JNO. CARROLL. 
Rooxervitte, S. DAK., June 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please extend my time to THe TRUTH 
SEEKER one year. I am loaning my pa- 
pers to my friends, and they expect to 
subscribe just as soon as they can get the 
money to spare. Times are pretty hard 
just now. 

I could not get along without the paper 
now, hardly, so please let the good work 
go on and giv them the truth. 

H. M. Macx. 


Sr. Jacoss, ILL., June 15, 1895. 

Mr, Eprror: Asa friend of Freethought 
and reform, an admirer of kind and honest 
men and women, citizens of principle, a 
lover of liberty, and an enemy of hypoc- 
risy, I inclose $6. For $3 please send Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER one year and the ''Free- 
thinker's Pictorial Text-Book"' to C. J. 
Maurer. For the other $8, send THE 
TRUTH SEEKER one year to Mr. John Ste- 
venson, and the premium offer—'* Bell's 
Hand-Book of Freethought,” direct to my 
address. The above named persons are 
new subscribers, and I feel that there will 
soon be more in onr community. Look- 
ing upon all good men as neighbors and 
brothers, may Tae TRUTH SrExER'S work 
for goodness and freedom be that of stead- 
fast loyalty. 

Yours for reason, justice, and the liberty 
of speech, Tom. O’NIEt. 


One Veternn’s Response. 
Cortiann, N. Y., June 21, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Put me down for $1 to 
prosecute the Bible-in-the-schools case of 
S.J. Fleekten. Will send in said contri- 
bution as soon a8 needed. 
Yours, etc., — STEPHEN BREWER. 


Heston is ** Barely Saved.” 
SooTrTSvILLE, ARK., June 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inelosed find $5 to pay for 
Tur Trura SEEKER and **Dynamio The- 
ory,” and ‘‘ All About the Holy Bible" 
and ‘‘The Great Ingersoll Controversy." 
I hav thought for quite a while that I 
would hav to pay up and stop my paper, 
the dear old Trora SEEKER, but ‘‘kind 
providence” always provides for the faith- 


ful Itis said that you can’t hurt a Chris- 
tian. If I were able, I would take a copy 
of every book and pamphlet that you pub- 
lish. My best wishes for all Freethinkers, 
wherever dispersed, even including Wat- 
son Heston. Yours for the truth, 

W. R. Hate. 


Franklin Steiner Corrected. 
Laxora, N. D., June 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: In Mr. Steiner’s letter in 
last issue of Taz Trura SEEKER he stated, 
in error, that F. A. Rahders was a grad- 
uate of Trinity College, Durham. I wish 
to correct same. I am not a graduate of 
Trinity College, Durham. 
Very respectfully, F. A. RAHDERS. 


Does Not Dote on Deacons. 

. EanzBaM, IA., June 3, 1895, 

Mr. Eprron: Your excellent paper is a 
welcome weekly visitor. I would not ex- 
change it for any paper I ever read. Iam 
a Freethinker, and abhor the Bible and its 
teachings. Don’t love Bible-pounders, 
nor do I dote on deacons, Am twenty- 
eight years old; hav three little ones whom 
I will teach the truth. It has been my 
misfortune to always dwell in a churóh- 
ridden community, hence hav few friends. 
It seems strange to me that women defend 
the Bible, support the clergy, and are 
slaves to religion, when it has always been 
a curre to their sex. If some of those old 
saints lived now there would be numerous 
lynchings. I read the Letters of Friends 
with pleasure, but am sorry to see so few 
women in the ranks of Freethought. 

Yours for freedom, 
Ms. Gro. B. Fox. 


To Organize in Omaha. 
Omana, NEB., June 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: The meeting was called to 
order at 2:30 Pr. m., in the hall at 1315 
Douglas street. Mr. McArdle, in an in- 
formal manner, nominated Judge Bartlett 
forchairman and Mr. Biglow for secretary. 
They were elected. The Nine Demands of 
Liberalism were now read by Mr. Victor. 
Mr. Emery made some interesting re- 
marks, and Mr. Victor outlined the objects 
of the meeting, and explained the Nine 
Demands. Further remarks were made 
by Messrs. Emery and McArdle and the 
chair. The Nine Demands were accepted 
with but one dissenting vote. 

The election of officers was postponed 
for & week, and the committee on resolu- 
tions appointed, to report in one week. 
An interesting talk followed. It was moved 
that Brother Victor be appointed treasurer 
pro tem. (carried). Pavn L. Biatow. 


Bible in the Schools. 

Disco, Mi108., June 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: The Bible is shut out of 
our school here for the present, and, I am 
proud to say, it was through my instru- 
mentality as one of the trustees, but the 
end is not yet, for the pious ones are lay- 
ing for me at the next election when my 
time expires. If they can elect a member 
from their side in my place (and I am 
afraid they will) they can reinstate the 
Bible, and that is their plan, and also to 
boycott me in business and crucify me on 
the altar of their wrath. But I shall still 
oppose the use of any Bible in the schools 
as long as I am a tax-payer for the support 

of the same. FBaNoIs R, PAYNE. 
[Among the other guarantees of religious 
freedom in the constitution of Michigan 
is a provision in Art. IV., Sec. 39, that no 
person shall be compelled to ‘‘attend, 
erect, or support any place of religious 
worship, or to pay tithes, taxes, or other 
rates for the support of any minister of 
the gospel or teacher of religion." This 
prevents the use of the school-house as & 
place of worship, and forbids the teacher 

to inculcate religion. —Ep. T. S.] 
Here and There a Ray of Light. 

Santa ORuz, CAL., June 4, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $1.50 
for the ‘‘Cosmian Hymn-Book.” About 
three months age we organized here the 
Santa Cruz Secular Union. It is founded 
upon the principles of the Freethought 
Federation of America. We hav our meet- 
ings every Sunday night at Odd Fellows’ 
hall, and it is very gratifying to see so 
many intelligent people at our meetings. 
We always hav & good program, some 


Speaking and reading, with discussion fol- 
lowing to separate truth from falsehoad, 
and, as our president is a teacher in music 
and song, and many of the lady merabers 
are good piano players and singers, it is 
not very difficult to hav fine music and 
song at each session. Last Sunday we had 
the first grand Freethought picnic ever 
held in Santa Oruz county. The day was 
a delightful one, and everybody was happy. 
Too much cannot be said in praise of our 
good and generous lady friends who helped 
to make the affair a grand success. Then 
there were s number of our German 
friends who gave us good music and songs. 
The Turners are so whole-souled, splen- 
did fellows, and to all of them we feel 
grateful. So you see the world is growing 
wiser and strouger as it grows older. The 
anti-naturalists cannot suppress Sunday 
picnics any more than they can stop the 
activity of nature itself. Anti-naturalism 
is surely and steadily rumbling away. 
Freethought is rapidly dispersing the 
black clouds of the fanatical Sunday-olos- 
ing bigotry, and it will yet fill the world 
with light, love, and beauty. 
Yours ever, VIOTOR LAINE. 


With Face to the East. 
NARTIOOEE, June 19, 1895. 

MR. Eprron: I send you $1 for the next 
four months, asI am thinking about re- 
turning to my nativ country, to settle for 
the rest of life. My wife has not been well 
Since the Iast winter set in, and she wants 
to go home to liv out the rest of our time, 
as her health has not been good in this 
country at any time ; so we hav concluded 
we will return to the land of our fathers, 
to take our last rest among them, though 
it matters not where we take up our last 
abode, or sleep the future in silence, for 
when the change comes there is no escape, 
neither for pope nor emperor, bishop nor 
king. 

Well, I am proud of the efforts you are 
making for the cause of free inquiry, and 
must say you are one of its most fearless 
champions. Go on; all lovers of truth and 
right must admire your work, and will re- 
spect you in the fearlessness of doing it. I 
know there is much yet to do, but, as the 
Scotch proverb says, ‘‘Many a mickle 
mak’s a muckle,” and as Burns sings: 

** Come it shall, for a’ that, 
That sense and worth o’er a’ the earth 
Shall bear the gree, an’ a’ that.” 

I daresay a friend of mine will be writ- 
ing you and giving an order for THe 
TRUTH SEEKER ; so he tells me. I may 
further say I hav tried to get several 
others to become subscribers, but the 
church is a great institution here; still 
there isa break in the cloud, and let us 
hope the ray of light will shine through in 
time. JAMES YATES, 


Infers There Will Be No Lack of Cranks. 
CHABLEYOIX, MioB., June 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: I was about to address you 
as E. M. McDonald, when your little arti- 
cle on the inacurracy of such men as the 
editors of Infidel papers flashed on my 
mind. Now, if such men make such mis- 
takes, what can be expeoted of us unedu- 
cated backwoodsmen? In fact, the difter- 
ence between the Mc and Mac is a sort of 


.poser to many of us? We hava resident 


here that was born and reared in the land 
o’ cakes, and he pronounced it Muck 
Doonal [That is near enough to the pro- 
nunciation we were taught to giv it.—Ep. 
T. S.] I cannot say how he spells it, and, 
in fact, I care not whether it is Mc, Mac, 
or Muck, so long as the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER keeps rattling along at an in- 
creased and improved rate of speed. I 
took many annual trips on the grand old 
train while D. M. Bennett was engineer, 
and thought then that it was well man- 
aged, but I mustsay, and that without any 
intent to flatter, that the present engineer 
seems to hold a masterly grip on the throt- 
tle, steadying the motion over the rough 
places, and making each run more inter- 
esting, tor the passengers. In the News 
and Notes from England we hav that 
which almost makes us wish that we were 
English, don'teherknow. In the Observa- 
tions and Letters of Friends we hav that 
whichassures us that this nation will never 
lack for a crank to drive its machinery, 
Now, from such & well-equipped train I 
would hate to be pushed off when it 


reaches our station, because of the expira- 


tion of the life of my pass (which is not a 
preacher’s), and seeing said pass soon ex- 
pires, I herewith send for renewal. Wish- 
ing all who hav control of the grand old 
TRUTH SENKER train and their many pas- 
sengers long life and prosperity, Y am, 
Yours for truth, genuin liberty, justice, 
and equal rights, Rost. MILLER. 


Criticises Mr. Spencer’s ** Non-related 
Absolute.” 

Cutoaao, ILL., June 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I think I am indebted to 
you yet to the extent of twenty-flve cents, 
which I will pay surely this time, and no 
mistake. I do not like to owe anyone even 
so small a sum as twenty-five cents. For 
the balance of the money kindly send me 
Colonel Ingersoll’s ‘*Gods and Other 
Lectures!” also “The Vicar of Savoy," 
by J. J. Rousseau; alBo send me a dupliéate 
of Tax TRUTH SEKAR of June 1st, as mine 
was taken from my desk before Í had a 
chance to read it. I always feel as if E 
missed something by not having read that 
number. The picture on the front page 
was magnificent. I was thinking of getting 
an enlarged crayon copied from it. My 
friend, Mr. U. H. Maple, comes in two or 
three times.a week to read Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER and discuss the articles therein. 
Mr, Maple is one of those men who hay 
long, deep thoughts which penetrate an 
article or book to its very soul, you might 
say. He is the author of ‘‘ No Beginning, 
or the Fundamental Fallacy,” which is a 
masterpiece, and the thought in it is orig- 
inal with him. The second edition will be 
out in a few months. Mr. Maple is now 
writing an appendix explaining himself 
more fully on the position he takes against 
the non-related absolute of Herbert Spen- 
cer. Tue TRuTR Ssexer is on the list for 
a copy as soon as it is published, as Mr. 
Maple thinks very highly of the paper. 
We spend many delightful hours together, 

as he is an interesting conversationalist. 

Inelosed find $1. G. A. Gorrsox. 


That Is the Way to Ronnd Them Up. 
Tuoson, Aniz., May 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprro&: Inclosed find $12, for which 
you will please send Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year to the addresses inclosed. 

I will try to get more subscribers for 
you soon. Mrs. Freeman stirred up the 
reverend sky-pilots in great style while 
here. After she left Tucson they engaged 
the Opera House and advertised a mass 
meeting for the masses. The house was 
crowded; exercises opened with singing. 
Then the harangs began, the Rsv. Mr. 
Francis, of the Congregational churob, 
opened by saying he bore no ill will to 
any one; he loved his enemies, ete., but 
he soon branched off and made use of such 
pet names as ''liars," **hypoorits," eto., 
for us Infidels; he denounced everything 
as false that Mrs. Freeman had asserted; 
claimed everything for the church, claimed 
that Benjamin Franklin was a Ohristian; 
that Girard college was a failure until the 
Bible was introduced within its walls. He 
finally wound up his tirade by stating that 
the Infidels once concluded to build a 
town without a church or preacher, and 
they called the town Liberty, which was 
situated in Missouri. But it proved a 
failure and God in his mercy wiped it 
from the face of the earth with a cyclone, 
and left nothing but a hole in the ground. 
That was & clincher on us. So he sat 
down, when I arose and asked him if he 
ever heard of any other place being wiped 
from the face of the earth by a cyclone. 
He arose and said, ‘‘ Yes, and Tucson 
ought to be wiped from the earth for its 
wickedness.” This was published next 
day in the Evening Citizen. The fol- 
lowing day he came out with a flat denial 
of having used such an expression. The 
next day myself and nine others inserted a 
card iu the same paper, stating that we 
heard him use the identical words as 
printed. And thus ended the controversy, 
as he failed to come to time after that 
round. He was completely knocked out, 

Yours for Liberty, Isaao E. Crom, 

[The minister probably meant Liberal, 
Mo., which was not swept from the earth 
by a tornado, nor by God.—Eb. T. S.] 


An Unparried Homethrns*, 
LEAVENWORTH, Kan., June 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Several of your readers 
hav written to me for copies of the article 
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which Rev. Dr. Milne proposed to reply to 
but changed his mind and concluded to 
ignore. Having but one copy, and as the 
question under consideration is a vital one 
in our issue against so-called Christianity 
[why **so-ealled," friend Shepherd?], I in- 
close it for you to reprint if you think it 
worthy. We should always hit our adver- 
sary on his sore places, and criminal sta- 
tistics is a mighty tender and sore spot on 
the Christian corporosity. Someone ought 
to gather all the religio-criminal statistics 
obtainable in Christian and anti-Christian 
lands and publish them in pamphlet form, 
Parkville is a few miles below this city on 
the opposit bank of the Missouri river. 
Here is the article: 


To the Leavenworth Times: A student 
was, some time ago, forced to withdraw 
from the Parkville college *' family ” be- 
cause he declined to comply with two 
rules, to wit: ‘‘ Read two or three chapters 
in the Bible daily," and ‘‘ memorize five 
answers to questions in the Westminster 
Catechiem.” 

The following extract is taken from a 
declaration of principles by the college 
management as publisbed in their paper: 

**Tf a man opposed in mind or in actual 
living to Ohrist be educated, he is the more 
dangerous. We tremble to see a man ad- 
vancing in classes and not at the same time 
advancing in Christian living and think- 
ing. We hav never had & graduate who 
was not a professing Christian. Dr. Mo- 
Afee [the deceased president] frequently 
said that he hoped God would spare him 
the trial of having a student come to grad- 
uation day without having taken Jesus 
Ohrist as his savior. Really, it is exceed- 
ingly doubtful if Dr. McAfee would hay 
given a Park college diploma to a student 
not a Christian. We insist vigorously on 
a Christian education, because with any 
other kind the man isa dangerous char- 
acter to the country, to society, to the 
eause of Christ.” : 

That is one side of the picture. Now 
look on the other. Across the river from 
Parkville, stands the Kansas penitentiary. 
About one year ago Warden Case took a 
religious census of 744 inmates and re- 
ported 370 as never having been church 
members against 374 that were or had been 
as follows: Methodist, 79; Ohristian, 60; 
Catholie, 59; Baptist, 57; Presbyterian, 
45; Lutheran, 30; United Brethren, 23; 
Congregationalist, 8; Episcopalian, 8; 
Quaker, 1. Regular attendants upon Sab- 
bath school in youth, 500; not so, 244; 

&rents church members, 500, as follows: 

ethodist, 175; Baptist, 155; Catholic, 69; 
Presbyterian, 42; Christian, 30; Lutheran, 
20; United Brethren, 8; Congregational- 
ists, 8; Episcopalian, 7; Advent, 4; Dun- 
kard, 1; Quaker, 1. Not church members, 
175; did not know, 69. No Jews, Infidels, 
Atheists, Deists, Spiritualists, Freethink- 
ers, Agnostics, Universalists, or Unita- 
rians are reported among either convicts 
or parents, 

hese figures do not seem to bear out 
Park college in its wholesale slander against 
non-Ohristians as being ** dangerous char- 
acters.” . 

On the contrary they point directly the 
other way. To agree with the Park college 
theory there ought not to be a single Ohris- 
tian in the Kansas penitentiary. But in- 
stead of such being the case it appears 
that every convict in it is a Christian, 
either by ‘‘ profession,” rearing, education, 
or belief. It is the most orthodox com- 
munity we hav in the state. 

Twelve years ago Chaplin McCleery re- 
ported only one Infidel in the pen, but 
added the saving clause **that his Infidel- 
ity was not of a confirmpd type.” He was 
a sort of mugwump. Prison statistics the 
world over are substantially the same. 

Only two causes cait exist why those who 
do not ** profess ” or balove in Ohristianity 
never get into the panitentiaries. They 
are either too smart or they are too moral. 
Park college can take which ever horn of 
the dilemma it pleases. 

Thirty-nine years ago a ''slave" ran 
away from his cruel Christian '* master " 
at Parkville (one of the projectors, I dare 
say, of this college) and crossed the river 
into Kansas. Immediately a great outcry 
was made in Missouri. That sort of thing 
must be nipped in the bud. Niggers run- 
ning away into Kansas must be stopped. 
Rewards aggregating $2,000 were offered 
for this boy, dead or alive. Hundreds of 
desperate characters were soon on the hunt 
in portions of Kansas, principally at Law- 
rence and Topeka, aided by the “black 
law” element of the ‘‘ free state” people. 
‘That poor, hunted fugitiv, whose only 
crime was his black skin, knocked at the 
door of the writer of this communication 
one dark night and asked for food, shelter, 
and protection. Instead of ‘‘returning 
him to his master,” according to the Chris- 
tian Bible, and piously pocketing the $2.- 
000, I wickedly and feloniously fed and 
secreted him for a few days, when Dan. 
Boutwell, now of Topeka, and myself, 
without hope of earthly reward, and at 
the peril of having our bodies riddled with 
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bullets, put him through the lines to Ne- 
braska, 

In the day of final reckoning what a sad 
and bitter disappointment it will be to 
many of the unco pious who stride pre- 
sumptuously up to the **golden gates of 
paradise,” should they find them closed, 
with a notice thereon saying that—‘* Deeds 
and not creeds are the measure of fitness 
to enter here." S. R. SHEPHERD. 


From the Alpine Republic. 
OLLON, CANTON DE VAUD, ED 
May 27, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: Having recently made a 
tour through France, and now safely re- 
turned to my village home in the Alpine 
region of Switzerland, I presume that a 
few lines to our old friend Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER may be acceptable, especially as 
my observations extended to matters af- 
fecting our mutual cause. 

In skeptical France a new crusade has 
broken out. It is, however, not fought 
with sword and spear, or other bloody 
weapons, but, after the fashion of our age, 
in big words and inflammatory speeches. 
In commemoration of the great crusade 
led 800 years ago by Peter of Amiens, cer- 
tain conspicuous lights of the church hav 
organized this crusade, not to the holy 
sepulcher, but against the ungodly Liber- 
alism and Infidelism of France. The 
monk Monsabré is the fanatical leader of 
the movement, and causes great excite- 
ment among the religious section of the 
population. Like his predecessor of eight 
centuries ago, he has adopted the motto: 
** Debout! Dieu le veut" (arise! God wills 
it!). In flaming words, he points to the 
dangers of an irreligious republic and a 
godless government, and summons his 
hearers to action for holy Mother Church, 
which is so rapidly waning in power and 
influence. 

The movement is not likely to effect any 
political changes, as a considerable frac- 
tion of the church officials themselvs very 
much doubt that ** God wills" the crusade, 
seeing that the bishops of France are ap- 
pointed by an Infidel government, and in 
their sympathies divided within themselvs. 
In fact, many of these bishops would just 
a8 soon exchange their miter for the tur- 
ban of the Mufti if there should be any 
worldly advantage in it. Even the pope 
of Rome may at this moment not particu- 
larly care for the show, as, in return for 
certain worldly concessions, he has of late 
permitted the Oatholics of France to obey 
the government and submit to the laws of 
the country ; in fact, the faithful hav even 
been instructed to vote for the Infidel min- 
isterial party. In view of these facts, 
much sympathy from Rome may hardly be 
expected. 

Judging by results, we must almost 
come to the conclusion that God did not 
will the great crusades from the eleventh 
to the thirteenth century. In spite of the 
fact that Europe during three centuries 
vomited its armed masses by the hundred 
thousand upon the shores of Palestine, the 
holy sepulcher is still to this day in the 
hands of the Infidels, and who knows 
whether the Liberalism which pervaded 
Europe, more or less, 80 as to necessitate 
Such holy institutions as the Inquisition, 
did not date from the time of the cru- 
sades? 

By all appearance, crusades in France 
seem to be infectious. Hardly had the 
monk Monsabré completed his first cycle 
of tirades, when the well-known doctrin- 
aire Thébaud commenced an agitation 
against Protestants, and started on a jour- 
ney of denunciation through France. His 
trouble is that, in a population of 36,000, - 
000, there are 700,000 Protestants, where 
France ought to be a strictly Catholic na- 
tion, and that many high positions of state 
inthe administration, as well as in the for- 
eign service, are held by Protestants, 
which, in his opinion, is disastrous to the 
interests of the country. He does not ad- 
vocate a general massacre à Za Night of 
St. Bartholomew, nor an expulsion—such 
remedies would, as things are now, be im- 
possible—but that more consideration be 
shown to Catholics. Who will doubt the 
wisdom of such a multitude of counsel, 
which inflicts France at this time? 

According to late reports, the American 
Protectiv Association has had a great con- 
clave at Milwaukee, and done some im- 
portant work. I, from personal experi- 
ence, know that ihe Roman Catholic , 


church has more power in the United 
States of America than in many European 
countries with large Catholic populations. 
And why should the Roman Catholic 
church be so eager to establish schools in 
the United States, where already good 
school systems exist, while Spain, Italy, 
and other Catholic countries, where 
any sort of a school would be a godsend, 
show show such a deplorable state of 
affairs? 

If any of your generous readers, who 
hav any literature to spare affecting our 
mutual cause, or for distribution, will 
kindly drop me a paper occasionally, I will 
remember them in my prayers. 

Yours faithfully, — A. S. RoszNROLL. 


A Gentle Protest. 
Los ANGELES, OAL., May 28, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I am not a subscriber to 
Tue Teura Sezxer, but I hav read it 
nearly every week during the past seven 
or eight years. I neither borrow nor beg; 
but I read it for a’ that. I order it through 
newsdealers, and it costs me nearly $4a 
year. Very frequently I hav had news- 
dealers keep an extra copy for sale, paying 
them for those not sold. Considering 
these facts, perhapsI hav as much ‘‘ right” 
as some of your subscribers to offer sug- 
gestions or express my opinion anent a 
matter I hav long borne in mind. If 
my suggestions are not adopted, I shall 
not cease to pay for and read the best of 
all Freethought journals—Tuz TRUTH 
SxrkER—(no cigars are necessary, and 
I hav not ''P.-H'ed" [What does that 
mean?—Ep. T. S.) since I quit type- 
sticking!) 

Tur TRUTH SEEKER is ‘‘a journal of 
Freethought and Reform.” It is because 
of this fact, I presume, that tiresome, 
bombastic, pro-and-con discussions of the 
tariff, finance, etc., are allowed very fre- 
quently to fill valuable space in its columns, 
This seems to me entirely wrong. Per- 
haps such a view of the matter is erro- 
neous. Undoubtedly, such will be the 
opinion of many. But I believe I hav 
valid reasons to substantiate my position. 
Iam not aware that our Freethought propa- 
gandists go about the country delivering 
lectures for or against the tariff, on the 
merits or demerits of free-trade, or on 
financial questions. If these things are of 
such vital importance—if the privilege of 
holding such views as we chose, and giving 
utterance to those which we now enjoy re- 
garding these subjects—isin any way men- 
aced, why are they not givens place in the 
repertoires of Freethought speakers? But 
they are not of vital importance! It seems 
to me that the most Chauvinistic person 
caunot claim that these questions can pos- 
sibly effect a disintegration of these United 
States, nor affect the liberty of free speech. 
The worshipers of superstition may gain 
sufficient power to enable them to say to 
the Freethinker: ‘‘If you do not believe 
the Bible is inspired of God, if you do not 
believe Sunday is more sacred than other 
days, you must not giv public expression 
to your conclusions, and must abide by 
our God-in-the-Constitution laws;” but I 
do not think the adoption of a free-trade 
policy would result in the prohibition of 
all discussion of that subject. And the 
same holds good regarding the adoption of 
a protectiv tariff policy. But there is an- 
other thing to be considered in connection 
with this subject. Any one wishing infor- 
mation about the financial questions of the 
day can get (without a large expenditure 
of coin) books or pamphlets (the authors 
of which are political economists of na- 
tional repute) wherein the various sides of 
those questions are set forth in all their 
glory. By writing to the national execu- 
tiv committee of the two great political 
parties, one can get all the literature he 
will need in the study of the relativ merits 
of a protectiv tariff, tariff for revenue only, 
or free trade. Then, too, we can read all 
sides of those questions in the leading 
newspapers of the country. Providing 
the foregoing is true (and I do not believe 
it can be gainsaid), is it not manifestly 
unfair to those who not care to read such 
diseussions (and undoubtedly there are 
many of THE TRUTH SzExzxzR'8 readers— 
subscribers—too, who do not) to giv them 
so much space—or any space? Three or 
four dollars a year is an exorbitant sum to 
pay for such discussions, especially when 
they can be obtained elsewhere at a far 


less cost, Scientific books and publica- 
tions are expensiv. Many of your readers 
eannot afford fo buy them, and do not liv 
where they can enjoy the advantages af- 
forded by a large publie library, but 
would like to know the latest that has been 
discovered in the realm of science. Why 
not, then, in lieu of all these senescent 
and threadbare themes, publish interesting 
scientific news and articles, sketches of 
scientists of the present day aud biogra- 
phies of noted scientists of the past, some 
of the results of their researches, and . 
their religious beliefs or lack of belief 
resultant from those researches? Would 
this not be of much more benefit to the 
majority? . i 

In a recent issue, a San Diego (this state) 
contributor attacked the present Hawaiian 
government—I do not pretend to know 
which side is or was in the right, so I do 
not wish to discuss that part of the ques- 
tion. There are, however, some things in 
his article which I cannot allow to pass un- 
noticed. I do not think he should hav 
been so positiv in some of his statements. 
When people who lived in Hawaii before 
and at the time the revolution occurred 
vary so much in their accounts of the af- 
fair, it seems to me our San Diegan friend 
has not sufficient proof for the assertion 
that the Dole government is in the wrong 
altogether. There is à newspaper man in 
this city who was a resident of Honolulu 
before and during the revolution, and Ae 
elaims that the revolutionists had the right 
on their side. This is from an impartial 
witness—impartial, because he had no 
**iron in the fire," and the result of the rev- 
olution benefited him in no way. Your 
eontributor also made the statement, when 
quoting from that paper in defense of his 
position, that the San Francisco Call is 
one of the most conservativ papers on the 
coast in regard to the Hawaiian matter. 
In this he has evidently been misinformed. 
When the fact that that sheet is practically 
controled by Claus Spreckels is taken into 
consideration, and that the Dole govern- 
ment is inimical to the interests of that 
gentleman, you will readily perceive how 
**eongervativ" the Call is bound to be, 
and how much weight is to be attached to 
testimony from such & source regarding 
Hawaiian affairs. Charles M. Shortridge 
is supposed to be the proprietor of the 
sheet; but the gentleman I hav named is 
the ** power behind the throne," for it was 
-mostly his money that paid for it. A new 
home is being built for the paper, and it is 
pretty well understood that Spreckels’s 
money is being put up for it. Before com- 
ing into possession of the Call, Mr. Short. 
ridge owned & small newspaper property 
in San Jose. The Call was sold for over 
$200,000. The building now being erected 
is costing more thousands, Is this not suf- 
ficient evidence that Mr. Shortridge has 
been and is being helped? Be that as it 
may, it is not denied that Mr. Spreckels 
practically bought the paper and gave it to 
Mr. Shortridge, nor that he controls its 
policy. 

While living in Fort Wayne, Ind., some 
four years ago, I first neard of Rev. 
Father Koenig, a Catholic priest and the 
manufacturer of Father Koenig's reme- 
dies. Not long ago I noticed a half-inch 
advertisment in Taz TRUTH SEEKER set- 
ting forth the virtues of the Rev. Father’s 
medicins. Think of it—a Oatholic priest 
advertising in a Freethought journal! 

Mr. Robertson’s **Nosh's Log" was an 
exceedingly funny piece. Giv us some 
more, Mr. Robertson. 

If any Infidel in this part of the couniry 
knows of any place where an asthmatic 
can find relief and light work of some kind, 
I shall feel greatly obliged to him if he 
will write me. I was in San Diego a shoxt 
time, and it seemed to benefit me some, 
but I could not stay there because I was 
unable to secure work I was able to do. I 
cannot do anything which requires much 
physical exertion. I can cook some, wash 
dishes, milk, and do other light chorer, 
I am willing to do any honest work that I 
can do, and wages are of minor impor- 
tance—just enough to pay expenses. What 
I want is Aealth. I ama printer, but ma- 
chines hav spoiled that trade here. 

I should like very much to hear from 
Mr. Heston. 

Wishing all kinds of success to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, I will stop. 


Yours truly, F., G. Baur. 


428 


Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


Babyhood. 


Heigh-ho, Babyhood, Tell me where you linger; 
Lets toddle home again, for we hav gone 
astray— 
Take this eager hand of mine, and lead me by the 


finger 
Back to the lotus lands of the Far Away. 


Ture back the leaves of life—don’t read the 
story— ` 
"Let's find the picture: and fancy all the rest; 
‘We can fill the written pages with a brighter 
glory 
Than O'd Time, the story teller, at his very 
best. 


‘Turn to the brook, where the honeysuckle, tip- 
ping 
O’er its vase of perfame. spills it on ths breeze, 
And the bees and humming-b‘rds in ecstasy are 
sipping 
From the fairy flsgons of the blooming locust- 
trees. 


‘Turn to the lane where wa used to ‘** teetertoter,” 
Printing little foot palms in the mellow mold— 
Laughing at the lazv cattle wadiag in the water 
Where the ripples dimple round the buttercups 
of gold. 


Where the dusky turtle lies basking on the gravel 
Of the sunny sand-bar in the middle tide, 

And the ghostly dragon fly pauses in his travel 
To rest like a blossom where the water lily died. 


Heigh-bo. Baby hood! Tell me where you linger; 
Let's toddle home again, for we hav gone 
astray— 
Take this eager hand of m'ne and lead me by the 
finger s 
Back £o the lotus lands of the Far Away. 
—James Wnttcomo Riley. 


A Story of the Revolution. 


Once there was a girl named Eunice 
Locke, and she lived a long time sgo—in 
the time of the American Revolution. It 
was in the last days of May in the year 
1776, and Eunice was not quite fifteen. 
There came a notice one day to the officers 
of the town of Townsend, where this bright 
voung girl lived, that fifteen men were 
wanted to go to the front as soldiers. 
There was à band in training, and it was 
immediately called out, and one among the 
fifteen chosen to go was the brother of 
Eunice. It was late at night when he came 
home and told his mother what had been 
done. The next morning when Eunice 
came down stairs she found her mother 
weeping, for John was to march the day 
after the morrow at sunrise. The mother 
said John would be away some time, if, 
indeed, he ever returned to them again. 
Ha had plenty of summer clothes, but no 
winter garments. In that old time there 
were no stores with clothing ready made, 
and each family had to not only cut and 
sew, but spin and weave all the wearing 
apparel. The tears in her mother’s eyes 
made the heart of Eunice ache beyond ex- 
pression. The father was away, being a 
member of the Massachusetts Assembly. 

** What does John need, mother?” asked 
Eunice. 

“Trousers!” was the reply. 

** Oh, if that is all." said the brave Eu- 
nice, ‘‘ we will spin and weave him a pair 
before he goes." 

** Why," said the mother, ‘‘ the wool is 
on the sheep’s back, and the sheep are in 
pasture." 

** T know it," replied Eunice, and, turn- 
ing to a younger brother, she bade him 
take the salt dish and call the sheep into 
the yard. 

** Q you poor child,” said the sorrowing 
mother, **there are no sheep shears within 
three miles and a half." 

“ But," said the intrepid girl, ‘‘I hav 
some small ones at the loom.” 

** But, Eunice, dear, you cannot spin and 
weave the cloth in so short a time." 

“I am sure we can, mother," she an- 
swered. 

“How ean you, child? How can you 
weave it—there is a long web of linen in 
the loom now." 

“No matter. loan find an empty loom 
somewhere,” she bravely said. 

By this time the sheep came up to the | 
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yard, their tinkling bells announcing the 
fact of their approach. 

Eunice sent her sister to bring the wheel 
and cards, while she went for the wool. 
Her brother helped her secure a white 
sheep, from which she sheared with her 
loom shears half enough for a web, and 
then let her go with the rest of her fleece. 
The little sister ran in with the wool, 
while Luther ran for a black sheep, hold- 
ing her while Eunice cut off wool for the 
filling and half the warp; and then she was 
let go with the remainder of her fleece. 
The wool thus obtained was duly carded, 
spun, washed, sized and dried. An empty 
loom was found at & neighbor's, the web 
got in and woven, the cloth prepared, cut, 
made and pressed, two or three hours be- 
fore the time of her brother's departure 
for the seat of war. It was all done in 
forty hours, all by hand, withotüt the aid 
of any modern improvement or maohin- 
ery. And Eunice felt no weariness. She 
wept not, nor faltered. She felt she was 
serving her country. She was relieving 
her mother from avxiety. She was pre- 
paring a garment for her darling brother. 
But when all was done, she went to her 
room, and her over-wrought nerves and 
bursting heart were relieved by tears and 
sobs. It. is supposed that the brother 


| was one of General Stark's soldiers, 


and with such courage and devotion 
General Burgoyne could not by any 
means ‘‘march through the heart of 
America," as he had threatened to do. 

— .——— 


The Stighted One. 


Whatinterests center on prosperous farm — 
The beauties of nature combining to 


charm; 

Rich odors of grasses and fruits and 
flowers, 

Singing of birds making love in their 
bowers; 


Bees in the clover extracting the honey, 

To tickle the palate and bring in the 
money; 

And somboling squirrel with nest in the 
wall, 

Where he lays up for winter sweet nuts in 
the fall. 

Happy snimals all, though freely they 
roam, 

Know as well 25 the boy, the way to their 
home. 


To mimic the robin, the sweet bobolink, 
nd all other songsters of which we can 
think, 
Many poets inspired in prosody sing, 
And praises of plumage harmoniously 
ring. 
The poet does honor to horse and the dog, 
To the cow and the sheep, but not to the 
og. 
With scorn he is treated, reproachful his 
name, 
Yet no brute on the farm enjoys greater 
fame; 
Though now we confine him in narrowest 
pen, 
He had widest range in gospel time when 
He imbibed seven spirits transferred by a 
goddy— 
Cast out of & human they entered his 
body! 
Mi those spirits he ran and swam for his 
ife, 
While men were engaged in theological 
strife— 7 
Conjuring new gods and their demons of 
air 
To smite unbelievers in answer to prayer. 


Now, seven parts human at least are in 
swine; : 
More like human is theirs than flesh of the 


kine; 

And when with the swill-pail one goes to 
the sty, 

What human resemblance in his twinkling- 
eye. 

Though more honest than man and much 
less a sinner, 

He grunts as man grunts when waiting for 
dinner; 

Like man he is stubborn and delvs much 
in mud— 

These elements human are in piggy's 
blood. 


An esthetic dudeling the pig pen will shun, 

And the neurotic weakling will shudder 
and run; 

But fears not the farmer, in dark wintry 
clime, 

With pork in the barrel though not found 
in rhyme; 

Him vitae there stands his savior near 

y; 

No salvation comes down from spook in 
the sky. 

Though his dwelling be back of or under 
the barn, 

The hog boils the doughnuts on prosper- 


ous farm, 
L. G. REED, 


` Correspondence. 


STAPLETON, N. Y., June 12, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: It is such a long 
time since I hav written to the Corner that 
I suppose vou hav quite forgotten me. 
think onr Corner is progressing steadily, 
for of late I hav noticed such interesting 
and intelligent letters, and I am sure we 
owe thanks to Ida Ballou for her instruetiv 
writings. Does our editor intend to travel 
this summer? I hope so. for the descrip- 
tions of your la:t travels were beautiful. 
I enjoyed them very much, and am sure 
all the Corner readers did the same. You 
make your descriptions so vivid that one 
almost imagins himself in the place. Your 
books are the same. Anyone can tell they 
were written by one who does not believe 
in superstition but in truth and reason, 
and such, I am glad to know, is the editor 
of our Corner. 

Iam going to Callicoon, Sullivan county, 
this summer for five or six weeks. If you 
desire a description of the place I will take 
down a few lines each day of what I see, 
and at the end of my visit I will send it to 
the Corner. I should like to correspond, 
and if written to will answer promptly. 

Exsiz L. SEIDEL. 


[No, the editor of the Corner is not 
thinking of going far from home this sum- 
mer. She would be pleased to hav de- 
scriptiv letters from Elsie or any other 
friend who visits new places. ] —E». C. C. 

. PUEBLO, Cor., June 5, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixow: Your kind letter 
came duly, and I was pleased, as I always 
&m, to hear from you. Your letters bear 
the impress of an aftectionate nature, and 
I know I should Jove you could I meet you 
face to face. If I am ill, T invariably start 
on the road toward improvement when T 
hear from you. It was rather strange that 
you felt as though you were needed at 
home when poor Joseph was sick. Your 
sister’s mind or his—perhaps both—sent 
telepathic messages to you. Such things 
oéóur in our family quite frequently. I 
often hear, or seem to do so, persons in 
conversation with members of my family, 
especially my daugbter Maude. Last week 
on Memorial Day, when she wassewing in 
a rich and aristocratic family, I thought I 
heard them speaking of my poem, printed 
that day in a city daily, and felt that they 
treated her with greater deference when 
she had told them it was her mother’s, all 
of which happened. 

The Children's Corner improves with 
the children telling of the peculiarities of 
their different dwel'ing places. I am al- 
ways pleased to hear from each one. I 
hope Ida Ballou wil! continue her bio- 
graphical sketches. They are very inter- 
esting to me. 

With best wishes for yourself and all the 
young people, I am yours now and always, 

Mary B. Finca. 


How a Woman Paid Her Debts. 


Iam out of debt, and thanks to the Dish Wash- 
er business forit In the past five weeks I have 
made over $500 and I am so thank ul that I feel 
Jike telliug everybody, so that they can be bene- 
fited by mv experience. Anybody can sell Dish 
Washers, because everybody wants one, especially 
when it can be got so cheap. You can wash and 
dry the dishes in two minutes. I believe that in 
two years from now every family will have one. 
You ^an get full particulars and hundreds of testi- 
monia!s by addressing the Iron City Dish Washer 
Co., 1458 Highland Ave., Station A. Pittsburg, 
Pa., and you can’t help but make monev ih this 
business. I believe that I can clear over $3.000 the 
coming year, and Iam not going to let sucb an 
opportunity pass withont improvement. We 
can't expect tosucceed without trying. MRS. B 


HOME AGAIN. 


After a delightfal trip and healthfal vacation 
I bave returned home ready for business, and 
shall hereafter be found at the old store person- 
ally attending to all orders and work my many 
friends may favor me with. 

It will be my special endeavor to please all and 
to conduct business in such & manner that it will 
be an object and to the interest of all to favor me 
with their kind orders, f 

If in need of a Diamond, Watch, anv piece of 
Jewelry, Silver or plated ware, Emblem or 
Watch work, please send to me and I will posi- 
tivlv send you best goods at lowest prices. 

Pricelists on application. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 
Designer of 
The Otto Wst's'ei" Watch; T*e Ingersoll Sou- 
veni" Spo n; The Freeth-ught Badge. 


a WONDER CABINET FREE, Missing Link 
Puzze, Devii's Bottle, Pocket Camera, Latent 


á NEAT ] 
ih Likes di HESS B Wire Puzzle, Spook Photos, Book of Sleight of 
eA E B Hand, Total Value 600 Bent free with immense 
2 d 
3 (eas 


catalogue of 1000 Bargains for 10o. for postuce. 


INGERSOLL & BRO. 65 Cortlandt Street. N. Y. 
Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 


RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
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JY ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tum 
Truru Seeker Company, at the price 
named. 


Right Living. 


Susan H, Wixon's new book, ‘ Right 
Living." is one of the best books ever 
published. It is full of splendid truths, 
told in such simple, beautiful language, 
and in such a telling, striking way, that 
every boy and girl can understand them. 
It is pure, good, and ennobling, and any 
one will be made better by reading it. If 

usan H. Wixon, or the cause sbe so 
grandly represents, could hav molded the 
thought of a few of the past generations, 
the ‘*Woman Who Did,” and ''Is This 
Your Son, my Lord?” would never hav 
appeared. There would hav been no need 
for them. 

Fathers and mothers, if you want to 
place in your children’s hands a book that 
will help make them manlv aud womanly, 
get for them ‘‘ Right Living,” even if you 
must make a sacrifice to do it. Parents 
who liv the lives that ‘‘ Right Living” ad- 
vocates wil bring into the world healthy 
and happy children, and a knowledge of 
its precepts will help to keep them healthy 
and happy. Every page, every line, con- 
tains a sublime truth, a knowledge of which 
will make better conditions for the devel- 
opment of all that is good on earth. 

Miss Wixon made & present of this vol- 
ume to the ** Wixon Group ” of the Silver- 
ton Secular Sunday-school, and the boys 
and girls, in fact, every one of us, feel 
very proud of it. I thank its noble author 
for the great good she has done and is do- 
ing. Katie Kream Sma, 

Lecturer Silverton Secular church. 


— i m— 


Books Received. 


* Life and the Conditions of Survival. 
The Physical Basis of Ethics, Sociology. 
and Religion.” Popular lectures and 
discussions before the Brooklyn Ethical 
Association. Chicago: Charles H. Kerr 
& Co. Cloth, 12mo., 447 pp. Price, $2. 


“The Fallen Star, or, the History of a 
False Religion." By Sir E. L. Bulwer, 
Bart. Also a dissertation ** On the Ori- 
gin of Evil." By Lord Brongham. New 
York: Peter Eckler, 35 Fulton street. 
Cloth, 12mo., 129 pp. Price, $1. 


**Pilate's Query." By S. O. Olark. Bos- 
ton: Arena Publishing Company. Cloth, 
12mo., 275 pp. Price, $1.25. 


** Seventh Annual Report of the Commis- 
sioner of Labor. 'Tbe Slums of Great 
Cities." By Carroll D. Wright. Wash- 
ington: Government Printing Office. 
Cloth, 8vo., 620 pp. 


“The Zig-Zag Paths of Life.” 
By Matilda Vance Cook. 
Charles H. Kerr & Co. 
258 pp. Price, $1. 


* Paul St. Paul, aSon of the People.” A 
Novel. By Ruby Beryl Kyle. With 
Portrait. Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & 
Co, Cloth, 12mo., 275 pp. Price, $1. 


“The Coming Revolution." By Henry 
L. Cal. Boston: Arena Publishing 
Company. Cloth, 12mo, 239 pages. 
Price, $1.25. 


* What Do I Believe?" Two Essays in 
justification of the argument advanced 
in ''The Practical Value of Religious 
Belief”: I. Kuowledge and Belief— 
Cause and Effect; Il. What I Am— 
What I Know. By Henry Smith. Lon- 
don: Watts & Co. Boards, 12mo., 56 
pp. Price, 40 cents. 


“ Magnetism, Its Potency and Action, 
with suggestions for a new Cosmogra- 


A Novel, 
Chicago: 
Cloth, 12mo., 


- phy and a new Celestial Geography.” 


By George W. Holley. Boston: Arena 
Publishing Company. Cloth, $1.25; 
paper, 50 cents. 12mo., 279 pp., with 
Index. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 


or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
lolorado beetle!" 


orusade of one against the 
Price, 10 cents. 


Keligous Problems, Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
Addrose THE TRITTH SEEKER 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price. 25 cents. Address Tux TRUTH SEEKEBR, 


This book is a studv in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching al forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
oed dom Bd cents in Taper and 75 ars in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper cents in clo 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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M Jy Mna d y, i _ | £2ator Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
Cheap Tracts for Distribution pimiento C 
Protestant Persecution: William Cobastt.. 1 
Y pi Y y x Questions.for Bible Worshipers............... 1 
Start Christian Thinking The CHAIR of Witchcraft to Religion. A. C. 
x The Religion of Humanity Better than Eier. °° 
. nal Punishment. jx. 10 
' , Religion of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 
If you want terse, trenchatit reading matter, to | Repeal the Sunday Laws! L 3 
act as “ Eye-openers," in doing “ Missionary Origin of Sabbaths.?) By the Kiditor of 
A h : iN . TheTruth Seeker........................ 3 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends | Revivalism tixamined. A.G. Humphrev.... ? 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of | A Remarkable Book A Keview of Greg’s 
these valuable little evangels of truth. reed: of Obristendom. H. W. Douglas 
They range in price from one to ten cents each. h P CtatoT s.c esee nennen 1 
They are so tow in price that thousands of gen. The Safe Side. HB Brown .................. 1 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 1 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- : 


not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H.Clay 


Luse 
Astro-lheologv. L.L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 
be but an Allegorical representation of 
the sun's course through the different 
zodiaoal signs.......... sees. E EERTE 
Aposties of Christ. Austin Holyoake... .... 
Tne Bible God Disproved by Nature. W. E. 
Coleman........esseseuee Hep I 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll..... 
‘rhe Bible: Is1t Reliable as a Guide? C. 8. 
Blasphemy and the Bible. O B Reynolds..... 
Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes as the Inspired Word of God..... 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. v. Max Muller. ... 
Constantine the Great, Portrayiug tue Ini- 
quity of the First Ohristian Emperor. 


_ Dr. Danie ais 
Christianity a Borrowed “ystem. Bennett. 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Civilization. Charles Watts ............ 
The Christian Deity. Oharles Watts — ...... 
The Christian Faith. 200 Questions Without 

D8WOIS...epeeeoeceeossopveoses e eeosoo cass. 
Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 

Christian Missionary and a Chinese 

Mandarin ...... semaqetettseeiseeetere sos 
The Christian Babbath. John E Remsburg.. 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, _C. Watts. 
The Church and Educavion. Anti-Jesuit..... 
The Oburch and Freethought. Franklin 

Steiner............e cesse ers ht uer 
Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shall the Mails 

be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 

of The Truth Seeker................. es. n 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi- 

ays. 


Does there E 
Universe? Austin Holvoake............ 


ys on H 
Father, Son, and foly Ghost. 
The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett 
Foundations. John Syphers 

ress. Percy Bysshe 


Few Words about the Devil. Chas. Bradlaugh 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas. Watts 
The Frnits of Christianity. Annie Besant... 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 
The Gospal of Christianity and the Gospel of 

Freethought. Annie Besant . ......... 
Has Man & Soul? Charles Bradlaugh.: VAR 


Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? 


Is America the New World? L 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher..... edere ——— 
Iufidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 
Ingersoll Catechised. ish Mr. Ingersoli's 

Poem on Robert Burns 


Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh . ........ 
Land Question. Charles Bradleugh........... 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake....... 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legendof Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
Loci of Cen Ohristi Sar ho Att 
ogio of Death: or, ^ e eis 
: Fear to Die? By d. J. Holyoake _...... 
The Logio of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougot. G. J. Holyoake.... 
Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 


The New Age. W.8 B 
The Old Religions and 


Stephenson 
Our Lord and Savior J 


Philosophy of Secularism. : 
A Pioture of the Jewish Jehovah as described 
by the Bible. Per dozen........ccccccsere 


1 

10 1 
3 

3 

5 10 
5 2 


Two Short Sermons, 
Twelve Apostles. 
Were Adam and 


D M Bennett. 


Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 
10 | WasChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
2 28 Lafayeite place, New York. 
2 
5 THE THE 
' BRAIN ^» BIBLE; 
, 
2 . OR 
5 
2| THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
M AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
* with a preface by 
r Xt. G. INGERSOLL. 
2 This is the only work of its kind in the litera. 
$ | ture of Frosthonght. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
5 to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
P It is eloquent as well as convincing. 
5 Price, cloth, #1. Address 
9 THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
3 
| $679,6 
|| $679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our Pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 

of Faots, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Prover- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and fl'erritories and in ail Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the 1aots, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. being 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, will 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eignt 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffered 
O0 3x18. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
esductions are made: 

Cen copies. - D . . $1.00 

Fifty copies, ME . - = 4.50 

Jne hundred copies - — - - 8.00 

Larger quantities at special rates. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startline 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 
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Freethough 


| By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The ‘Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


MPN 


$6.50. 


futt mte 


PAAR 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it. possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, it is evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or FREE- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as & manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is & world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker’ One Year, $6.50. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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A NEW EDITION 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument, for ‘limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal justice to all." 


Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER’S BABE UPON HIS KNEES, 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or Placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded bythe prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, '* one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far a8 we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make & delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only ?5 cents, post-paid, 


Address 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING i 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 
Never Before or Elsewhore so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forth. 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ., 
9«Lafavette place. New York 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs of 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and > her poets 
and sing them in your homes, makiig nem hap- 
by and bright ?—SEND FoR A copy -G/sen cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 2% 3 <.5. 
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Jot fer Parsons. | Sone Gl Pamphlets at Low Prios. 


Erre: ** Please, Uncle Arthur, do come 
and play chess with me." Unele Arthur: 
‘Oh, Effie! Don’t you remember? It’s 
Sunday.” Effe: ‘‘ Well, we can let the 
bishop win.” — Pall Mall Gazette. 


Miss Doaoop: **You are very activ in 
charity work, Miss Slumly, but how is it 
you never visit Rat Alley or Tumbledown 
Lane?” Miss Slumly: ‘‘You know, my 
dear, I belong to St. Dives church, and it 
owns all that part of the town.” 


Tur Archbishop of Canterbury appears 
to belong to that large class of intelligent- 
ignorant Englishmen who are not just sure 
whether the Western Continent is within 
the pale of civilization or not. In a recent 
letter he speaks of the desire for Christian 
unity, “at home and abroad and in Amer- 
ica.” 

Muuisrer’s Sow: ‘‘Father, is yours a 
long sermon to-day?" ‘‘No, Jimmy, not 
very." “But how long? Please tell me.” 
** Well, about twenty minutes, I should 
say. But why are you 80 anxious to know?" 
** Because, father, the boys say they will 
thrash me awfully if you are more than 
half an hour."— New Zealand Advocate. 


‘ Youna man,” the solemn stranger said, 
** What's going on inside?" 

cA baseball game—eight innin's played," 
The budding sport replied. 

** Baseball upon the Sabbath day? 
O wicked, sinful land! 

Er—in the ninth now, did you say? 
Young man—how do they stand?” 

— Kansas City Journal. 


A wirrY member of our Unitarian fel- 
lowship was introduced one day to a 
churchman of the stricter sort, who in- 
quired: **Did you say you were a Unita- 
rian? Ah! well, then, I can recognize you 
as a gentleman, but not as a fellow Chris- 
tian.” ‘‘Oh, never mind about that,” 
was the breezy reply; ‘‘I can recognize 
you as a fellow Christian, but not as a 
gentleman!” 


**AwTIOHRIST" sends us for the column, 
‘Not for Parsons," this: Bright Boy: 
‘*Ma, you know the prayer-book says 
Jesus Christ descended into hell?" Mother: 
“Yes.” Bright Boy: ‘‘ Well, our rector 
this morning read about Jesus saying to 
the thief on the cross, ‘To-day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise.' " Mother: ‘‘ Well, 
what do you want to know?" Bright Boy: 
“I want to know how in hell the two 
could meet in paradise." 


In that day [Voltaire’s time] the dead 
saints were the best physicians; St. Valen- 
tine cured the epilepsy; St. Gervasius was 
exceedingly good for rheumatism; St. 
Michael for cancer; St. Judas for coughs 
and colds; St. Ovidius restored the hear- 
ing; St. Sebastian was good for the bites 
of snakes and the stings of poisonous in- 
sects; St. Apollonia for toothache; St. 
Clara for any trouble with the eyes, and 
St. Hubert for hydrophobis. It was 
known that doctors reduced the revenues 
of the church; that was enough—science 
was the enemy of religion.—Jngersoll. 


CURIOSITIES OF RELIGIOUS FERVOR. 

Visiting in North Carolina some years 
ago, I was urged by a colored attendant to 
go to a camp-meeting near by to hear an 
*t edjeation" (educated) preacher. I went, 
and this was part of the sermon I heard: 

** De Bible is a wery ole book, my bred- 
erin, a wery ole book. It neber was fixed 
no sich fashion as it is now een de old days. 
It used to be print on rolls what could be 
mash up een a mighty leetle size. Saint 
Paul, he lub de Gospel dat much till he 
swallow one ob dem rolls. Dat make de 
scribe certify dat de word of God was een 

1 ” 


A South Carolina brother who had long 
manifested an anxiety to preach, finally 
obtuined permission to do so, and the sub- 
ject given him was the parable of the 
loaves and fishes. He was told that he 
must giv special emphasis to the miracu- 
lous character of the feast, and he did so 
as follows: : 

** Dey was a big supper party givin Gali- 
lee, an’ a uncommon lot of people was axed 
to come toit. When dey all got dere the 
misses find she had forgot to giv de order 
for supper. Den Christ, who was one of 
de party, tells the misses to fotch in two 
plates what was on de dresser, and off of 
dem plates de whole party had all de fine 
bread and fried fishes what dey could eat. 
And dey et and et, and de mericle of dat 
supper was dat dey didn’t bus’.” 

Once, in the transporting enthusiasm of 
a revival meeting, the above-mentioned 
Zeba [see this column, last week's TRUTH 
SEEKER], with his eyes fixed upon the ceil- 
ing, appealed strongly to the Lord to ap- 
pear before the wayward sinners, who 
would not hearken to the word and come 
forward to the mourners’ bench.  ** Come 
down, Lord! Come down!" shrieked the 
preacher in an agony of entreaty; ‘‘ we’s 
a-’pendin’ on you to come right now and 
convict dese hardened hearts. Come right 


down t'rough de roof; we'll pay for every 


plank you bus’ off."—Zeported by Olive 
F, Gunby in New York Post. 


‘READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
genera 

BIBLE 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS, 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n's 

raternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, " What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 
indaced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 

A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
thatthe rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is & Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. . 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon D NT Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament. One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the AW H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. Take &way man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This amphlet, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. | 
Samuel P, Putnam. i 

ORTHODOXY. . A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion pring Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, ‘The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- : 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 

harles Darwin, Special Providence, The; 
Latest Creed, God as & Governor. The Love 
of God, Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins »iratiou, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Hesurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, ‘No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Fter- 
nal Punishment. Some Who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


C Luse. 
TEMPERANCE. Showing thas 


on the famous text, ‘The Clergy know that I In the nature of things, 


know that they do not know. 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FREDERIOK DovaLass and Cor, RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. rifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Oolonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to & devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 

TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washbarn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T C 


Widd!combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. H J Se'gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 


wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bsing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's auuiversary of Voltaire’s death. 
‘Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth*, George Eliot, 
and Longfellow. : 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evideuce of that alleged event. ‘ 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’s alleged acta whish would lead one 
tothat conclusion. T.K Washburn 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P.Pu'nsm. 
Tre title poem, is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putuam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it hav^ been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
avd the Real Not Dead, bnt Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Qos el, 
Address to Deity, and tne short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


s^archers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr’ss at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Ganon Law snd Its Effects 

pon H>r, Theology Never Helpful to Womau, 
Invention Woman’s Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. Susan H. Wixon 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage Ag- 
socia'ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QOO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Corner 
the 
Parson, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture, 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


A0 Pages. 100 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family 7 
Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Ñisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite. 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illnminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York city, 


BAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


“In the nature of unugs vwuore can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


'The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
“ Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Evaand Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. Itis a pretty picture, and the 
Oolonel's millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colone!s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IwexmsoLL's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IwaxssoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Br CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey fron» 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 centa, 


Jury 6, 1895] 


Gems of Ghought. | 


To fast, to pray, a priest's virtue; to 
succor, virtue of a citizen.— Voltaire. 


PzroPnz who do not believe in the same 


doetrin should not pretend to stand on 
the same creed. — Galveston News. 


. Very few men, and still fewer women, 
form opinions in which the general and the 
abstract hav a due place. The particular 
and the concrete are alone operativ in 
their thoughts. — Herbert Spencer. 


Tur conditions of fashionable society 
also are incongenial to conversation. Con- 
duct there is prompted not by the occasion 
but by etiquet. People guide themselvs, 
not by consulting feeling but by consult- 
ing precedents.—A. M. Lorentz. 


Socrety will be free. It will not violate 
the private conscience. It will not com- 
pel. It will invite. Persuasion will al- 
ways arch battle. The individualist will 
steady history toward his ideal. The vari- 
ations and errancies that to some bring 
discouragement may yet only testify to 
the propuision of life to freer opportuni- 
ties.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Nay, never falter; no great deed is done 

By falterers who ask for certainty. 

No good is certain, but the steadfast mind, 

The undivided will to seek the good: 

'Tis that compels the elements, and wrings 

À human musie from the indifferent air. 

The greatest gift the hero leaves his race 

Is to hav been a hero. Say we fail!— 

We feed the high tradition of the world 

And leave our spirit in our children’s 
breasts. — George Eliot. 


Tau trend of the times is toward cen- 
tralization of power and the deification of 
law. Precedent is exalted to the place that 
properly belongs to the Constitution. 
Prejudices more or less pronounced hav 
been allowed to swerve men from justioe, 
and in this departure from well-established 
law and legal principles, the fundamental 
law of the state—that law from which all 
other law receives the only power to bind 
which it has—this fundamental law is well- 
nigh lost sight of; and when the guaran- 
tees of the Constitution are swept away, 
when our most sacred of all law is set 
aside, in what respect are we better off 
ihan the depotisms of Europe having no 
written constitutions—no established char- 
ters protecting the people from the viola- 
tions of law on the part of their servants, 
the governments? — American Sentinel. ` 


Waar are the results of theological com- 
promise among the cultured classes ? 
Some still hold their ancestral creeds 
in medieval shadow, which admits no 
ray of scientific light to disturb their fore- 
gone eonolusions. External to this faith- 
ful group are thousands of educated men, 
who recognize that science has swept su- 
pernaturalism clear of the human horizon 
for all who dare to gaz» with independent 
vision. But modern respectability de- 
mands, if not the substance, at least the 
sembanoe, of belief; and Agnostic skeptics, 
therefore, subscribe for family pews, in 
which they periodically curse their Uni- 
tarian friends, and seem to pray with rigid 
lips to some unknown God to miraculously 
control external laws, whose action soi- 
ence forecasts. Domestic reticence on all 
things spiritual follows this public parody 
of faith; and unread Bibles thus become a 
household fetich.— Gild, 


Tun church firmly believed in the exist- 
ence of Witches and devils and fiends. In 
this way the church had every enemy 
within her power, It simply had to charge 
him with being a wizard, with holding com- 
munications with devils, and the ignorant 
mob were ready to tear him to pieces. So 
prevalent was this belief, this belief in 
the supernatural, that the poor people 
were finally driven to make the best possi- 
ble terms they could with the spirit of 
evil This frightful doctrin filled every 
friend with suspicion of his friend; it made 
the husband denounce the wife, children 
their parents, parents their children. It 
destroyed the amenities of humanity; it 
did away with justice in courts; it broke 
the bond of friendship; it filled with poi- 
son the golden cup of life; it turned earth 
into a very perdition peopled with abom- 
inable, malicious, and hideous fiends. 
Such was the result of belief in the super- 
natural; such was the result o? giving up 


Catarrh Cannot Be Cured 


with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they cannot 
T a3h the seat of the disease. Oatarrh is & blood 
or constitutional disease, and in order to cure it 

ou must takeinternal remedies. Hall's Ostarrh 
Bure is taken internally, and acts directly on the 
‘blood and mucous surfaces. Hall’s Catarrh Oure 
äs nota quack mediclue. It was prescribed by 
one of the bast physicians in this country for 
years, and is a regular prescription. It is com- 
posed of the best toniss known, combined with 
the best blood purifiers, acting directly on the 
mucous surfaces. ‘I'he perfecb combination of 
the two ingredients is what produces snoh won- 
derfal results in curing Oatarrh. Send for testi- 
monials, free. 

F. J. CHENEY & OO., Props., Toledo, O. 
far Sold by Druggists, 750. 
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the evidence of their own senses and rely- 
ing upon dreams, visions, and fears. Such 
wasthe result of the attack upon the hu- 
man reason; such was the result of de- 
pending on the imagination, on the super- 
natural; such was the result of living in 
this world for another; of depending 
upon priests instead of upon ourselvs. 
The Protestants vied with Catholics; Lu- 
ther stood side by side with the priests he 
had deserted in promoting this belief in 
devils and fiends. "To the Catholic every 
Protestant was possessed by & devil; to 
the Protestant every Catholic was the 
home of a fiend. All order, all regular 
succession of causes and effects, were 
known no more; the natural ceased to ex- 
ist; the learned and the ignorant were on& 
level. The priest was caught in the net he 
had spread for the peasant, and Christen- 
dom became a vast madhouse, with the in- 
sane for keepers. — Ingersoll. 


A Good Child 


isusua!ly healthy, and both conditions are de- 
veloped by use of proper food. The Gail Borden 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk is the best infaut’s 
food; so easily prepared that improper feeding 
lis inexcusable and unne essary. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issuzs of 1891.—$3. 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..............-..;.-- $0 25 
Men, omen, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- ò 
. ODOR, aseseoceeevzssecosestpet parceque ee 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- i 

PAGO RECTOREM 
Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. Ben- x 

NOGb. vccss acres ooscagerseqaeosesortesesses 
Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck 20 
Victor Hugo’s 10 

he Crisis. T 4e 
Babbath Breaking. 25 
"Travels in E LIU ram T: E 
son. Robert O. eee 
Strike of a Sex. "George . Mille 25 
My Religious Experience. Sam’ BN 
nam........ RUD MENDES ebook se 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. TT. E. Longshore.... .........- "E 50 
Issues oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote...........-- 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- ii 
OO RE saute eea TESES Dosie 
Was ChristOrucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. 10 

25 

50 

2 

hy pent God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- Pe 
cock,.....,- SSggeceusetaguetesencauconeces. 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial i5 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll......... 2; 

Bix Lieotures on Astronomy. Richard i 
Tootor..........- wrssesvcopeqURedesesuebe 
Oandle From Under the Bushel ui 
The Holy Bible Abridged.......... : 30 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
Bemsburg.....................--euuesee.. 10 
Issues or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 

G. Ingersoll..........-.eeeeeeseegeeesences 15 
The Creation of God. D 

mann........eeeee pestgesegseqeossossonsos 50 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ................... ETORRA eon 2b 
Resurrection of Jesus......... Seas ee qp 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.8. 50 
Religion & Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. B. P. Putnam.... 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH SEEKER . 16 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

John E. Remsburg. 50 
Pen Pictures of The 

trated. S.P. Put 25 

15 

15 

i 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson..... "EN 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 

Newhall Convent................... eee 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Busan 

H. Wixon................. PD NN 

Issuxgs or 1894.— $8. 
Thaumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Relf-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W.H. Burr 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 

trom Taxation? easons Why It Should i 

[ mE "— b 
Gong regs and Sunday Laws ................. 6 
The Better World. A dip iuto the future 

of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- 

WICK coo oe ceres ss Ei Eaa AR ee 50 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 10 
Religion and the Bible. An old subject in 

the light of modern thought. F.D. 

Vier Gem. AEE Con CHa E De 50 
ATale of a Halo. Morgen A. Robertson. 

Iilustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, andSarcasm. i 

. G. Reed.......................- A ceu 5 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Basi- 
nesa, the Christ Principle, etc. 
illis ....... POE PEE I T ess eins e.s.. 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 


as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which.year is desired. - 

Single numbers soid at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
The Glory of Infidelity 
WITH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 

This is one of the bestof Mr. Putnam'8 works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it.to meet the claims of Ohristians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


The Bible and Science. 

The Olergy and Their Flocks. 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 

The Lord and His Works. 
Prayer. 

The Oreeds. 

Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


[^1 


DRAM CORD 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the 
‘ore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if pub- 
h Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 


ished. We must give the Trut 
At twice the price 1t world 


signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own 


ave been a cheap book. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHUROH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHUROH AND 


1 8 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
— STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTO. 
= WITH PORTRAIT OF M 
= THE DESIGNER. 


Tho Illustrations are classified as follows: 


8 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
5 ssionaries. 
The Lord’s Instruments, 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
e Church and Slavery. ` 

iests and Politics. 

eland and the Church. . 
Church's ldea of Civilization. 
yy e Uses of the Cross. 

nkind Reflections on the Church, 
Persecutions of the Ohurch. 
Bome Allegories. 
Heaven. 
Hell. 


[:) 
Miscellaneous. 


2$22£$$3$22?22223r 


assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
another one like it will ever agaiu be 

Artist Heston as a portrait.painter and, de- 
vI oelings that nearly every Liberal in 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. 


But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of this yolame. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 


atter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and second] 
ypocrisy of th 2 
tianity and the church that has ever been put ‘n the 


alsity of the church's professions and the 
ok is one of the best weapons against C. 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


as texts to prove the utter 
ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


OR. 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning npon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or ‘‘ First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“ This volume discusses the question of & cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it, is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.” —-THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1898. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 

IPRIOE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


—With Music Written to All the Songt.-- 


Oomertzp sy L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Offise. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE, 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and & half miles of Media county seat 
and within four miles of Ohester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the place, some choice 
apple and pear trees 1n fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the piace, but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line bstween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 


walk. 
The place is specially well located for & florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Eight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places havegold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AOQOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Chrtst and Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
Gent. Samples frec. 


$75 A MONTH erm 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5808, Boston, Mana. 


and expenses, Lady or 


O@ 00000000 00020000 
Ò AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! ¢ 
We want 1000 more active agents before 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
ean be easily madein any locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
9 samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per 
cent. commission on all sales. pena to-da: 
for full particulars, or we will send with 
amea Valuable sample of our goods in 
ud Silver. upon receint mE gents i in 
Silver orstamps. , Established in la - 
dress, DARD SILVERWARE 


O., Boston, Mass. 
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" myptoms of thecom:- 

? p tion of the Doctor’s 

mportant medical discovery—an Out- 

ward Application--a positive cure—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo- 
com, Address, ë DR, R. P. FELLOWS, 


Bay where you saw thisadver. Vineland, N. J. 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is & stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an sutgrowth of this long practice, which should 
eive confidence to those afilicted. 
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A DEVILISH MALADY. 


Avd when he was come to the other side into the couutry of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, 
coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man mignt pass by that way.—Mat. viii, 28. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


On June 27th falling walls at a fire in 
Minneapolis killed five firemen. 


Cua has decided to contract her loan 
without resort to any intermediary. 


Cuams aggregating $1,175,756 hav been 
presented to Chicago as a result of the 
strike of last summer. 


As the crew of a German cruiser was 
laying a mine at Kiel an explosion occurred 
which killed eight men. 


Tum Jeffersonville and Louisville bridge 
is at last completed. It cost $1,275,000 in 
money and about 125 lives. 


Rumors of early war between Russia 
and Japan are again iu the air. The Rus- 
sians are said to hav 80,000 men and their 
entire Pacific fleet at Viadivostock. 


PENNSYLVANIA has more daily papers than 
any other state, 197, and 19 more than New 
York, but there are twice as many in the 
city of New York as in Philadelphia. 


In the bye-election in Cork to fill the 
vacancy caused by the retirement of 
William O’Brien, the McCarthyites won, 
electing James F, X, O'Brien by a narrow 
margin. 


FLoro Verra Prixoro, president of 
Brazil during the revolution inaugurated 
by the navy, died in Hio de Janeiro on 
June 29th. He undoubtedly preserved the 
republic. 


Gen. Green OLAY SwurrH, of Kentucky, 
died in Washington on June 29th. He 
was born in Richmond, Ky., June 30, 1827, 
and was a member of the Clay family 
which included in its fold the famous 
Henry Clay. 


In the Democratic convention in Ken- 
tucky the silver men did not succeed in 
getting the platform they wanted, the last 
national platform being reaffirmed, but a 
silver man, P. W. Hardin, was nominated 
for governor. 


Durma a religious procession in San 
Matteo, Spain, & dispute arose as to who 
* should carry the picture of the patron 
saint. After a fight with sticks, knives, 
and revolvers it was found that forty per- 
sons were injured. 


CowsunL-GENERAL WiLnLIAMS has gone 
back to Havana, whence he had been re- 
called because not satisfactory to the Span- 
ish government, His return is very pleas- 
ing to Americans and Cubans doing busi- 
ness on the Island. 


On June 25 the first test was made of 
the dynamos taking the power of Niagara 
Falls, It was a complete success. When 
the work is completed 400,000 horse-power 
will be utilized on the Canada and United 
States sides of the Falls, 


Havine lost Switzerland’s trade to Ger- 
many through her heavy tariff on Swiss 
goods, France is now endeavoring to secure 
a material modification of the duties levied 
by the two countries on each other's ex- 
ports, with fair prospects of success, 


Tux provisional Tory ministry in Eug- 
laud has been formed with the Marquis of 
Salisbury as prime minister, the Duke of 
Devonshire as President of the Council, 
and Hon. A. J. Balfour as First Lord of 
the Treasury and leader in the Commons. 


On June 27th San Francisco was visited 
by the greatest firethe city has experienced 
in twenty years. Four blocks in the wood 
manufacturing district of the city were 
burned over, entailing a loss of between 
one and two million dollars. One woman 
was burned to death. 


QENERAL Campos has notified the Span- 
ish government that he must hav 14,000 
more soldiers before he can begin an ag- 
gressiv campaign against the Cuban insur- 
gents when the rainy season is over. The 
reports from Cuba indicate that the insur- 
gents hav won several victories lately. 


Governor Hasrinas, of Pennsylvania, 
signed the Religious Garb bill (prohibit- 
ing the wearing by teachers in the com- 
mon schools of the uniform or insignia of 
any religious order or denomination) and 
vetoed the bill creating Quay county. For 
the latter act, he has been hanged and 
burned in effigy by friends of the measure, 


ADMIRAL Da Gama, who led the revolt 
against the Brazilian government of Peix- 
oto & year or more ago, and who fled to 
Argentina on the collapse of the rebellion, 
has been keeping up a desultory warfare 
against the government for some time. 
He is now reported to hav committed sui- 
cide after being deserted by most of his 
men when defeated at the battle near Santa 
Ana, Rio Grande do Sul. 


On June 27th the International Hahne- 
mann Homeopathic Association was in 
session at New London, Conn. The con- 
vention voted to use all the influence of 
the society in seeking the repeal of the 
compulsory laws governing the vaccination 
of school children and government em- 
ployees. The conservativ members admit- 
ted that vaccination often led to such dis- 
eases as leprosy, tuberculosis, and cancer 
troubles. 


ProFessor Huxuey is dead. He passed 
away at Eastbourne, England, at 3:45 P.M., 
June 29th. Thomas Henry Huxley was 
born in Ealing, Middlesex, England, May 
4, 1825. He was one of that group of great 
men of science and of philosophers who 
hav made the English name illustrious in 
this century by their contributions to the 
store of human Enowledge, all working 
from the basis of the principle of develop- 
ment, Of this group of evolutionists, only 
Herbert Spencer is now left. Professor 
Huxley was a tower of strength in progres- 
siv polemics and many defenders of teleo- 
logical superstitions hav good reason to 
remember their attempts to overthrow 
him. 

Tur Herald givs interesting figures of 
the death rates of European cities: Among 
the highest death-rates are those of Mos- 
cow, 34.1 deaths per 1,000 of population; 
St. Petersburg, 31.4; Rouen, 31.3; Havre, 
29.8; Naples, 27.7, and Milan, 25. Dublin 
had a mortality. of 24.7 per 1,000; Munich, 
23.7; Cologne, 23.1; Prague, 22.1, and 
Bordeaux, 21.8, Among the lowest death- 


rates are those of London, Liege. and Ber- 
lin, respectivly 17.7, 17.0, and 17.2. Still 
lower are the figures for The Hague, 16.9; 
for Frankfurt, 16 5, and for Bristol, 15.4. 
It is very noticeable that in some of the 
large towns and cities of Europe the actual 
death-rate has been immensely reduced by 
modern sanitatiou. The mortality of Lon- 
don in 1870 was 24.3 per 1,000, aud 1n 1881, 
21.6. The death-rate in Paris in 1881 was 
25.5, but it is now only 202. As late as 
1873 Berlin’s death-rate was 28, and in 
1878 Professor Virchow showed it was in- 
creasing. It is, therefore, apparently a 
great triumph of sanitary science that in 
1894 it should be so low. 


A FRIEND of Brown University has 
offered the sum of $200 asa prize to en- 
courage the historical study of the devel- 
opment of religious liberty in America. 
The following regulations respecting its 
award are proposed: (1) The prize shall 
be open to general competition. (2) It 
shall be given to the writer of the best 
essay on one of the three following themes: 
(a) A critical comparison of the claims put 
forward on behalf of Rhode Island and 
Maryland, respectivly, regarding the first 
establishment of religious liberty in 
America; (b) A critical history of the 
movement towards disestablishment and 
religious liberty in Connecticut; (c) A 
critica! history of the movement towards 
disestablishment and religious liberty in 
Massachusetts. (3) No essay shall be re- 
ceived which is not founded upon original 
research. (4) The prize shall be awarded 
at commencement, 1896; essays submitted 
in competition for it shall be placed in the 
hands of the president of Brown Univers- 
ity on or before May 1, 1896. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 centa. 

Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, peepee 
Bend for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg's 
works. 
. American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society.20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 Just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu...vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is fatile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man.  . 
Price, 20 cents, six for 81. 
Address THE TBUTH SEEKEB. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo. 


logicalterms. Price, % censa, 
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Something E 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 
THÉ 


BETTER WORLD 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could 


Saw the Vision of the world and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price. cloth. $1: paper. 50 ceuta. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


lates 


Ain 


ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS, CLOTH, $1, 
Address 


[Te 


THE TRUTH SEEEER, 
28 Lafayette Pl , New York. 


Writes every letter in sight of operator. 

B Does mostof the work in writing AUTOMAT- 
M IcALLy, «nd yields in the time thus saved 
B additional work. 

J It acts as if it studied the convenience of 
M the operator at every turn, and thereby 
B lightens his labor and renders him capable 
Ba of doing more. 

E =Ithssaknack of keeping well, and is al- 
B ways ready at critical or other times. 

E These are some of. the reasons why it is 
fe different from all other writing machines. 


The catalogue tells you more about it. 
FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. C0., 


307 Broadway, New York. 
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Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR E. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


CowTENTS—The Pagan Roots of Ohristianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. Original Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley’s ‘* Evidences of 
Christianity’? Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Ohristian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 


Price, Cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
; 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 
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SAM IN PURITANICAL RAIMENT. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
~ anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaaETHINKER's ProroRIAL Trxr-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
PrororraL Tzxr-Boox. 


The pictures in the FBRIETHINKER’S PIOTORIAL 
Tuxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson HESTON 
and inelude a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics,2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—FIvE DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS, 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to.obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you ean get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
willever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the oredit of putting the book in the 
reach of all At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a. 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says ot It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprror Truru Szexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed ** corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bainzx. 
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WITH 
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OF 
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When Renewing Your Subscription. Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


M 


For $6.50 we will send Tus Terors SEEKER one year ($3) and S.P 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


ocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
j Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FURTHEER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 

THE GREATEST BOCK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. - 

ÜldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated Py, WATSON 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-hound of HESTON, 
BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


LLLI IUIS INI UIN UPS na AnA IPSIS ISI IUIS S PUPPES 


M 


ae, 


For $5 we willsend Taz TaurH SzzkER one year ($3) and “Paine’s 


great Works Oomplete”($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains & 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tug Trurn Szzxzn one year ($3) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tat Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


Tt has overs thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 


For $4.50 we will send Tur TaurH SEEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Tug Trurs SzEkzR ove year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Tuz Truru SrzxkER one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Trorn SEEKER one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 


tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


Dy. The Freethinker's Dadge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTS 
EZXEEB one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


gilt bowl, 500. more, Address 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar Spoons and RUTA S 


KER. 85. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


HE TRUTH SEE . 


Scientific Books Ghe pBeserces in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is &dded, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Editton 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: . 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Past ana Present. By Richard Ohene- 


i ers. 
Moderns Busen 2d Modern Thought. By 8. | Part Il—Researches in ZotosetcTén ims Sh TER: 
Laing. 75 cents, pters. | Behe ast ane 
Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- | Part Hiper nion of Christianity ; twents 
tion ot P Due With Observations on their | part ry. Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap 
Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with ters. . F 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 
The Land Question: Containing the History of cadres. radere to THE TRUTH BEEKE n 


Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


R.H.3.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
Preface hy R 6. INGERSOLL. 


tribution of Land in England, by William 
For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 


loyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 
The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
e 


tilence of the fourteenth century, aud the 

Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
much courage. to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is alsc 


C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 
By Andrew Wilson, FR 
A Psychological Study. 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 


Glimpses of Nature. 
. ,E.. F.L.8., with 35 Illustrations. e 
. | lusions: y James 
Bully. 75 cents. 
Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
8 OD city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind 
hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It i: 


just such a story of human life as we should ex. 
pect Colonel Ingersoli to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure ti 
be worth the attention of the rest of the worl? 
Price. 2 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 


bock, Bart., F M.P., D 4 LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 
Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 
Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
ect of some Familiar Things. By W. 
illiams, F.O.S. Two books m one volume 
75 cents. | 
Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 7% cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion ide xng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

* Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. . „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy Godt . 

ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 1O cents 


to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.$1. |. 

The Seeret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 1. 


Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Laws 

of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 


trated by H. Faber. oth, $2. 
Address ^ THÉ TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York, 


Works of W.H Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega. 
tively by Quotations from Scriptare, without 
comment. 40.000sold. Price. 15 cents. 

Snnday Not the Sabbath— Al] Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 2ne . 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents. 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine ae 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York 


All are architects of fate I 
Working in these walls of time. 
Some with massiv deed and great. 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - - 15 cents. 


Aidress "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfdye Hreidenker-Biidher. 


Wir haben folgende 3Bitdjer in 
beutjdjer Sprache, welde fehr berühmt find : 


,, Die Yrrthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine Fritifhe Belenchtung bes Dentatend) im 
Sid) der modernen Weltan:- 
fchauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirde am Ende 
de 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


^^ SRoberue | Gotterbdumerng, “ 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wander und Wunderthater, “ 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glanbe und Veruunft, 
ober LE BON SENS, 
bes rdmifch-Fatolifden Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzofifchen lüberfebt von 
Srdulein Unna Knoop, 

801 Seiten, Seinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
Farem Drud. Unfere deutfhen Lefer 
follten fie meit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World?s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8yo. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman. Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination o 
rophecies, Reply to Dishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights o 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, Bvo. 
sion $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 
.90. 


Analysis of Religions Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, 83. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. irgin Mary, and, the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. If describes fully 

all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying 872 pages being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. Dy D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called "The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


\ SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with & purpose.” 
Price 25 eenta. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story o* the Rightway Almshouse 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH 8EREEER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


[he Bible and Evolution, 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London *'Free- 
shinker” says: "It is by far the best production 
of Mr Moss!'s pen, and we heartily recommend 
ıt as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
nanner is good. and the style is bright. The 
eader is carried along on an easy-flowine stream 
'f science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, #1. 
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"HE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Maoponanp, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - - . JULY 31, 1895. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 

Single subscription, in adVan0e.......2.e..secesssessseesecee BB OO 

One subscription two years, in advanoe................... . 500 


Two new subscribers.. s 2... 9 00 

One subscription with one now subscriber, i in one remittance. 3 00 

One eo vecrintion with two new subscribers, in one remit- 

One Bar aiudis WIND dios ‘new subsoribers, in one remit- 
PANOG, .ccncccrssecrcctecceccctonstareeccet esse T 

One subsoription with four new subseribers, in one remit- 
tanos.......... P — 0 

Any number over five at the samo rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address oommunioations and make drafts, oheoks, post-optce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they willsen usthe name and address of 
any Freethinker who . ot a regular snbscriber. 


The Rising Clouds of Ecclesiasticism. 


How solicitous for the welfare of others the min- 
isters are, to be sure! They are so anxious that 
there be a “rest” day upon which they can self- 
sacrificingly toil for the salvation of the souls of 
those to whose bodies they deny all liberty of ac- 
tion. What martyrs to duty they are! Miserably 
perish the gross creature who would be so base as 
to impute to them a selfish desire to fill their 
churches and line their pockets by shutting every 
door that the people desire to enter! And they 
are absolutely tireless in their generous zeal; they 
are so devoted to the work of making the very name 
of Sunday a stench in the nostrils and a by-word 
in the mouths of free men, that we find it impos- 
sible to record their meetings, crusades, proposed 
legislativ enactments, and judicial victories. In 
Hoboken the Ministers’ Union is holding Sunday 
meetings for the purpose of bringing about “a bet- 
ter observance of the Sabbath.” If it is simply 
“rest” that they are after, why this religious cant 
about the “observance of the Sabbath ”? 

In Toledo, O., Judges Haynes, Scribner, and King, 
composing the circuit court, on June 22d made per- 
manent the injunction against Sunday bali playing, 
on the ground that the cheering made the sport a 
nuisance! Would these judges hav held that the 
cheering made the playing a nuisance on the other 
days of the week? Would they hav held that the 
shouting and singing of a Free Methodist camp- 
meeting was a nuisance? It is safe to answer both 
questions with an emphatic No. The dispatch has 
this significant addendum: “This victory by the 
Civic Federation is looked upon as the start of a 
moral crusade, the results of which may be far- 
reaching.” Exactly, but for “moral” please read 
“religious and puritanic” and you hav got at the 
kernel of this bitternut with the deceptivly promis- 
ing exterior. John Wanamaker has been made 
president of the Philadelphia Sabbath Association. 
This is not surprising, but when we learn that 
Judge Williams of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
vania was elected vice-president and that he made 
& speech of acceptance, we wonder if he has no 
sense of the fitness of things. “Judge Williams 
pointed out that the state by its Jaws against blas- 
phemy and Sabbath desecration recognizes both the 
name and the day of God.” Can the Pennsylvania 
Freethinker and Jew hope for justice when the Su 


preme bench of the state is packed in the interest 
of God and Sunday? Here is a man who sees no 
incongruity between his duties as a judge and his 
belief in the righteousness of laws against “ blas 
phemy " and “desecration of the Sabbath.” Judge 
Williams should be a believer in the “crime” of 
witchcraft also; that belief could no more surely 
disqualify him for the high position he unfortu- 
nately holds than does his belief that there can be 
such a crime as “blasphemy.” Perhaps he does be- 
lieve in witchcraft; it would not be strange, for his 
Bible recognizes it and commands that the witch 
be put to death, and it is shown by the other su- 
perstitions he cherishes that he is medieval, if not 


o | #ntediluvian, in his thought. 


Union of ** Reform” Forces not Desirable. 

There is a great deal of wholly useless lamenting 
over the failure of the various “ reform " parties to 
unite for “practical” work. It is natural for the 
authoritarians to regret this lack of consolidation, 
for their wish is to impose by force their views and 
alleged panaceas on dissenting minorities, but whv 
friends of liberty should waste so much breath in 
deploring the only condition of affairs that permits 
them to liv in peace is inexplicable. Even Free- 
thinkers are often found pointing to the great num- 
ber of sects into which Protestant Christianity is 
divided as a menace to the well-being of the world, 
seemingly oblivious to the fact that while church- 
men claim the right to dictate to the rest of the 
people what they shall believe, the only possible 
guarantee of religious freedom is the inability of 
the warring sects to sink their differences and work 
together for the extirpation of the heretic. Do not 
these Liberals understand that our secular Consti 
tution would never hav been if the colonial churches 
had not been so jealous of each other! There were 
at that time some clear-headed men who saw all the 
dangers involved in the union of church and state, 
but who can believe that they could hav embodied 
their ideas in the fundamental law had it not been 
for the fact that each church dared not trust the 
others? The most ominous sign of the times to- 
day is the apparent willingness of the churches, 
Protestant and Catholic, to ignore creedal differ- 
ences and unite upon the dogmas they hold in com- 
mon, for the purpose of putting into statute law 


their beliefs regarding holy days, “temperance,” 


* moral reforms," 
fads of the time. 

A secular newspaper, the Minneapolis Zéimes, 
which is quite liberal in its policy, opening its 
columns to the discussion of present-day issues, 
says editorially : 


** 6 What is the matter?’ asks the social reformer. Thou- 


and the rest of the legislativ 


| sands of devoted men and women are doing their utmost 


to make life better. Why is there so little progress? 
Schools abound and also ignorance, Churches are mnlti- 
plied, but there is at least as much open Infidelity and as 
much practical irreligion as there ever was. Societies and 
even parties devote themselvs to needed reforms, and yet 
pitiless and disheartening statistics show that the sum of 
intemperance and Vice is not diminishing. Why so little 
harvest when there is so much ploughing and sowing of 
seed?” 

It is to be presumed that the average “reformer” 
more regrets the continued “ open Infidelity” than 
he does the “practical irreligion” and the intemper- 
ance and vice. The great difficulty is that these 
zealous men and women do not realize that refor- 
mation, improvement, is a matter of growth; they 
do not know that it takes generations of slow de- 
velopment to effect changes for the better. They 
think that the most important thing to do is to or- 
ganize and get a law passed. This is illustrated 
by the endeavors of the Sabbatarians to create and 


perpetuate reverence for Sunday by making the day 
as disagreeable as possible for multitudes of people. 
This explains the wasted work which so worries the 
Zimes. That paper continues : 


“The crowning difficulty of difficulties is that so much 
work is wasted. Misdirected effort cheats us out cf our. 


millenium. If all the good men and women who are 
striving earnestly for better things could be brought to 
pull together and in the right direction, there would 
soon be a different world to liv in. But the scattered 
forces become wasted forces; the million who want most 
earnestly a better life pull in half a million different 


ways, while the practical people, who serve selfish appe- 


tites or ambitions, pull all together one way.” 


It is fortunate indeed for the world that these 


good but deluded men and women do not “pull to- 
gether” more closely than they do. 


If they should 
“pull together" in all things there would truly 
“goon be a different world to liv in,” but what sen- 


Sible man or woman would want to livin it? It 


would be infinitly worse than the Dark Ages, for 
while man was then a slave to the priest and the 
king, he would now be the slave of the priest, the 
legislature, and the “moral reformer,” the latter 
immeasurably the worst of the three, in that he has 
inherited the vices of the priest, is the “ power be- 
hind the throne” of the legislator, and believes 
that there is no limit to the proper functions of 
the law-maker. The Times fails to realize that the 
“scattered forces” are not “ wasted forces” in so 
far as they are educational and liberating. But 
they are wasted when they are used to forward 
schemes of invasion. And generally they are worse 
than wasted, for when so employed they divert at- 
tention from really practical educational work, and 
they alienate and antagonize the very persons who 
need to be set to thinking on physiological, hygi- 
enic, and ethical subjects. The Galveston JVews re 
cently wittily says that the moment a man sees that 
you are real anxious to “reform” him, that moment 
you cease to hav any influence with him. There is 
a profound psychological truth in the remark; we 
instinetivly repel anything that appears like dicta- 
tion; ‘self-preservation is the first law of nature,” 
is an old saying, but few seem to realize its applica- 
tion in the domain of “reform.” Our modern world- 
overturners of the kind referred to by the Zimes, 
come at the transgressor, or the supposed transgres- 
sor, with a club and then wonder why he does not at 
once become of their way of thinking and quit hig 
wicked actions. Man must be reached through his 
intellect, or his uplifting emotions, or he is not 
reached at all. You cannot make him better; he 
is the only màn who can do that. All legitimate 
and effectiv. reform educates and liberates, 
and all working for this kind of reform labor 
together to one end, although they may not be 
federated, and the specific evils which severally in- 
spire them to activity may hav no apparent connec- 
tion. On the other hand, the force moralists also 
work together, in that, however wide apart they may 
be, so far as definit measures are concerned, they 
are at one in their distrust of the vitalizing power 
of man’s desire for happiness and their denial of 
the opportunity to grow. When one faction of the 
party of repression is repulsed or routed the party 
as à whole has been weakened, and the party of de- 
velopment has been correspondingly strengthened. 
We are thus shown how fortunate it is that the 
various factions of the religious world and of the 
force moralists are not able to thoroughly combine 
for the carrying out of their schemes of tyranny 
and spoliation. But they are getting together, and. 
herein is the gravest danger that menaces civiliza- 
tion. 

‘4 The pope has just issued another of a series of appeals 


for the union of all the religious bodies in Christendom in 
a common eause against the wickedness there is in the 
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world. OF course, only retrogression is to be expected 
when all the forces of progress are wasted in fighting 
each other." 

What is the “wickedness” against which the pope 
wishes the Christian churches to combine? This is 
answered by the record of the church when it was 
much more nearly a unit than it is now. Heresy 
was the “wickedness” most dreaded, most hated, 
and most vigorously combated by Leo’s predeces- 
sors, and later by the schismaties, who made their 
offshoots from Rome as nearly like the mother 
church in cruelty and bloodthirstiness as their com- 
parativ weakness permitted. For all genuin moral 
reform there is no need of the federation of the 
Protestant churches, nor of the Protestant and 
Catholic churches. Organizations working for the 
betterment of humanity appeal to different classes 
of minds, and each can do something to make the 
world freer and happier if it goes about it in the 
right way, but it is an unmitigated curse if it de- 
votes its energies exclusivly to the attempt to co- 
erce. Under liberty, the fittest agencies of refor- 
mation will survive. But itis not liberty that the 
pope wants when he calls for the reunion of Christ- 
endom, and it is not liberty that the Protestants 
want who echo his appeal. Well-informed men 
know what the union of Christendom did for the 
world, and they know what it would do again, for 
Christianity is still the gospel of exclusiv salvation, 
and it still professes to speak by authority of the 
omnipotent. It will take centuries to get the 
poison of authoritarianism out of the blood of men 
whose ancestors for a thousand years were taught 
the lessons of cruelty and persecution by priests 
and priest-led mothers, and until that poison has 
been bred and educated out it will not be safe for 
so-called “reformers” to * work together" the way 
the Zimes desires. Again the Minneapolis paper: 

‘But what is there strange in all this [slowness of ‘‘ re- 
form ”] when the churches which profess the same essential 
faith multiply their forms and organizations, and build- 
ings and separate services, each with its separate cost, its 
half-filled pews, and, too often, its staggering debt, and, as 
if to excuse the waste of endeavor, spend much of their re- 
maining force in sectarian disputes with each other? Or 
is it strange when friends of prison reform, marriage re- 
form, of industrial reform, of currency reform, of public 
education, spend their strength rather in controversies 
with each other about methods than in definit effort 
about anything?” 

The only real grievance growing out of the mul- 
tiplication of churches is the increase of untaxed 
church property, as their adherents will do less harm 
otherwise when divided than when united, and 
equitable taxation will remove that one grievance. 
Touching the question of the numerous “ reforms” 
named, it is sincerely to be hoped that the warfare 
over “ methods” will continue until the majority of 
the people learn that reform does not come by stat- 
ute law, but by the emancipation of faculties, and 
the consequent successful striving of the individual 
for greater prosperity and happiness. What is 
needed in the way of legislation is repeal, not en- 
actment. ‘Progress comes but slowly,” as the 
Times says, and that is inevitable, as every student 
of evolution knows. Progress must not be forced 
by outside powers, or reaction is sure to follow 
when the pressure is removed, or if the pressure is 
not removed, then death ensues. Will religionists 
and other force reformers never learn the lesson ? 


The Enforcement ot Law ‘As Law." 


There is an ordinace of this city which forbids 
the shooting of firecrackers and the use of other 
explosive and fireworks in the streets and about 
residences. These things are always a source of 
danger to property, person, and life. Fires are set, 
horses are frightened, men, women, and children 
sre injured and killed, and the nervous and ill are 
shocked and made worse by the indiscriminate and 
careless play. Yet our police commissioners, who 
are straining themselvs almost to death in the fran- 
tic endeavor to close saloons and delicatessen stores 
on Sunday, for the alleged reason that “the law 
must be enforced because it is law, y’know,” sud- 
denly lost their great interest in law, “as law,” 
when confronted with the fireworks problem. For 
weeks before the Fourth the boys had been at work 
with the explosivs and the downtown wholesale 


gresses of the National Liberal League. 


merchants had been obstructing the sidewalks with 
their dangerous goods (thus violating another law), 
yet Commissioner Roosevelt, after indulging in some 
reflections which could be construed only as a re- 
buke of the Board of Alderman for adopting the 
fireworks ordinance, went off to Oyster Bay and left 
his subalterns to enforce the. law or not as they 
might find it agreeable or convenient. How well 
they enforced it in their love for “law as law” is 
indicated by this editorial paragraph in the World 
of the 5th: 

** Tf Mr. Roosevelt succeeds in enforcing the Blue Laws 
hereafter no better than he did the laws against explosivs 
yesterday, he is not likely to be troubled with further 
complaints of pernicious activity.” 

The love for law “because it is law,” had sud- 
denly burned out into the ashes of “ patriotism,” 
indifferent to the comfort and lives of the citizen, 
There is no priesthood, no religious superstition, to 
back the enforcement of the fireworks ordinance, 
That tells the whole story. On the same subject 
the Zimes givs some convincing testimony : 


**Tt is to be wished that the municipal ordinance pro- 


hibiting the explosion of firecrackers had attracted the 
attention of the Police Commissioners as a law which it 
was their duty to enforce. 
fact, and it is equally unquestionable that no systematic 
attempt was made on Thursday to enforce the law. There 
was not a quiet precinct or even a quiet ‘post’ on alj 
Manhattan Island. There was no neighborhood in which 
detonations, annoying except to those engaged in produc- 
ing them, might not hav been heard all day long at the 
rate of a score or more a minute, or in which a person so 
disposed could either work or rest in quiet." 


Such is unquestionably the 


The Zimes adds, what every one who remained 


in the city knows to be true, that the town was de- 
serted by all who could get away, there was less life 
and more noise than on any previous Fourth of July, 
and the disturbers were left free to make all the 
noise they could and set the town on fire “if it 


should so happen." 
** There is no more patriotism than there is sense in al- 


lowing the city to be made a pandemonium every year 
by a celebration which is simply barbarous, nor any ex. 
cuse for converting a national holiday into a municipal 
nuisance." 


And New York was permitted to be turned inio 


a “pandemonium,” through a “barbarous” per- 
formance that made a holiday a “municipal nui- 
sance," by our model Board of Police Commission- 
ers who are daily attitudinizing and agonizing in the 
desperate effort to “ enforce law because it is law ”! 
Bah! 
on order, decency, and justice. 


The whole business is a sickening burlesque 


—/ó——- 


Alexander Risk. 


In the old days of the “Bennett fight,” when 
Freethought in the United States was in arms for 


liberty of press and mails, Iowa was not lacking in 
soldiers of the just cause. 


It was then one of the 
most hotly contested of the states of the Union 
and was always excellently represented in the con- 
It kad 
eighteen delegates in the congress of 1880 at Chi- 
cago when the League was at the zenith of its 
strength and influence, and was viril and aggressiv 


in its fight against the Comstock throttlers of lib- 


erty of expression. Its workers were at the front, 
and the local organizations were numerous: and 
effectiv. But, alas! how those workers hav fallen 
by the way within three years, most of them within 
two years, two a little earlier! The “Old Guard” 
is indeed gone, almost. These were all men of 
character, of intelligence, of unbounded devotion 
to and tireless enthusiasm in the work of enlight- 
enment and liberation. Matthew Farrington and 
Dr. Hastings; three of the Dutton Brothers— 
Jerome, Leroy, Lorenzo; B. F. Gove, J. L. Tomp- 
kins, and others, and now, the latest to fall with 
harness on, Alexander Risk. He was by birth & son 
of Scotland, by intellectual conviction an uncom- 
promising Freethinker in religion, by nature de- 
termined, impulsiv and yet systematic, and gener- 
ous toa degree. He was always ready to help in 
any enterprise that promised fo advance the stand- 
ard of Liberalism. He lived sixty-eight years and 
died at last of cancer in the stomach, a most pain- 
ful disease, but kept his faith in reason and science 
to the end, and thus in death as he had in life tes- 


tified to the sufficiency of Freethought as guide 
and support. ‘When in the night we wake and 
hear the rain” he wakes not “ with the rain." For 
him there is surcease of sorrow, and his memory 
and his influence liv with those who knew him, and 
bear fruit now and will bear fruit in the genera- 
tions yet to be. 


Soe eg MISERE NROEEE 

Anent the questions growing out of the differ- 
ences of opinion concerning public education, the 
New York Zimes utters these words of wisdom: 
“They are questions the discussion of which de- 
mands good sense, good temper, and freedom from 
bigotry, and to the settlement of which neither 
Catholic bigots nor Protestant bigots can contribute 
anything of value but silence." That is just right. 


<< 


*An insanity expert in a New York murder case yes- 
terday testified that ‘the unrestricted indulgence of the 
imagination concerning matters that are never to be re- 
alized may lead the human mind beyond the bounds of 
reason.' "— New York World. 

Undoubtedly; an expert was not needed to tell 
us that. The fact explains the prevalence of insan- 
ity among the believers in heavens and hells. 
Probably this was what the expert had in mind, 
but deemed it prudent to veil his specific meaning. 


Police Commissioner A. D. Andrews, of New 
York, says over his own signature: “ We will en- 
force whatever Sunday laws the legislature chooses 
to enact.” If the legislature should enact that 
every citizen of the state must attend church at 
least once each Sunday Commissioner Andrews 
stands pledged to enforce the law. Such is blind 
fetich worship! No official is under obligation to 
enforce a law that violates his conscientious convic- 
tions, if an official has conscientious convictions. 
He can resign any time and leave the law to the 
care of those who believe that it is just and should 
be enforced. Phyllis Leveridge, a school inspector, 
declares that Sunday is “a holy day,” proclaimed 
such by “our Constitution.” If this school inspec- 
tor does not inspect the schools any more carefully 
than she has the Constitution, she should at once 


be removed. 
i ES cCRSNEDPEE 


*tAgain the Prohibitionists of the nation are called up- 
on to mourn Massachusetts! loss. Brave, brainy and 
big-hearted Dr. A. A. Miner is gone. He was a 
champion that any cause might be proud to own, and a 
foe that evil-doers hated and feared.”— New York Voice. 

Dr. Miner, Universalist, and for a long time 
president of Tuft’s College, the denominational 
educational institution, was also for many years a 
vice-president of the National Reform Association, 
(God-in-the-Constitution party), and his sympathies 
were with it to the end. Only last year, when the 
theocrats were pushing their Christian amendment 
movement in Congress, Dr. Miner sent them a let- 
ter in which he unequivocally indorsed the treason- 
able scheme. He is just the “champion” we 
should expect the Voice to eulogize, and from its 
commendation of him we may fairly estimate the 
degree of religious liberty we should enjoy under 
the domination of the party of which it is the most 
conspicuous and influential advocate. 

Ex-Judge Gedney says in an interview that he 
thinks “the Sabbath should be respected for the 
sake of those who go to church, and during such 
hours the saloons should be closed.” But why 
should the saloons be closed only during church 
hours if the desire is to respect the feelings of the 
church attendants? If we are to forbid people 
from doing as they like merely because other peo- 
ple do not like to hav them do so, why should not 
places of business be closed all day Sunday? Cer- 
tainly the Sabbatarians are opposed to work and 
business (except church work and business) at any 
hour during Sunday. Is not this offer to close 
during the hours of church service simply another 
attempt to dodge a plain issue? Or is it thought 
that many people would go to church on Sunday if 
the saloons and other places were not offering su- 
perior attractions? Is this the real reason why the 
delicatessen stores are required to close at 10 am? 
If so, why should the city or state load the dice of 


one Class of citizens at the expense of the others? 
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All that the authorities can rightfully do is to pre- 
serve order; they hav no right to create the criminal 
disorder of enforced compliance with any particular 
set of opinions. 


a p 

There is at least one Populist editor down in 
Texas who does not bow the knee to the theolog- 
ical Baal. Milton Park, of the Southern Mercury, 
of Dallas, was recently called for jury service in the 
federal court. When the rest of the panel stood 
up to be sworn, the editor kept his seat. Judge 
Rector asked him what he meant by such conduct. 
Mr. Park replied that he did not believe in the judi- 
cial oath, and would not countenance it. He would 
afirm, but he would not take the oath. After a 
little lively discussion between the judge and the 
editor, the latter was permitted to go back to his 
sanctum. Wedo not see what the judge meant 
by raising any question of the right of a juror or 
witness to affirm, for whether one will swear or 
affirm is optional under federal jurisdiction. Mr, 
Park simply asserted his legal and moral rights, for 
which all honor is due him, especially in these days 
of truckling subserviency to those “dressed in a 
little brief authority.” 


i 


The Jewelers Circular says that a London cor- 
respondent writes of an exhibition of curious old 
clocks which the Aquarium people hav organized. 
Awong the 2,000 collected is one made by a pious 
Scotchman about 150 years ago. «To guard 
against any possible consequences of breaking the 
Sabbath, he so constructed it that at midnight on 
Saturday it stopped dead, and never so much as 
ticked until Monday morning began.” What a 
wicked creature this painfully pious Scot must hav 
thought his God to be! God’s universe is an eight- 
day clock, speaking after the Paley manner, and 
keeps ticking right along on all the holy days, in- 
cluding the Bible and Adventist Saturday and the 
Catholic and Covenanter Sunday. God was a nov- 
ice, undoubtedly, in the Sabbath business; he sadly 
needed the coaching of Rev. Mr. Crafts and Dr. 
McAllister. What a pity our latter-day Sabbata- 
rians cannot find some way to wind up the human 
organism so that at midnight on Saturday it will 
*gtop dead," and never tick again until Monday 
morning! The great advantage of this would be 
that it would padlock the lips of all the ministers. 


— ———— 


The late Illinois legislature passed a bill making 
it an offense against the majesty and dignity of the 
law for barber-shops to be open on Sunday. As to 
the majesty and dignity of the legislators who were 
responsible for this outrage, the following excerpt 
from the Chicago Zribune and New York Herald's 
reports of the closing scones in that legislature may 
throw a little light: 


“Tho members of the House and their emplyees got 
into several vicious fights, and during one of them one 
hundred men were out in the corridors whacking each 
other’s heads and acting like madmen. Many persons 
were injured. The rioting was commenced immediately 
after the night session was convened, and the beer that 
had been brought into the committee-room and cloak- 
rooms began to get in its work. Just before the 
House was finally adjourned, and while Mr. Sharrock was 
presenting Clerk Reeves with a diamond stud, a couple 
of members got mixed up in a fight near the Republican 
cloakroom, and made so much noise that the speech could 
not be heard ten feet away. When Clerk Reeves re- 
sponded he was drownded out in yells and cat-calls. The 
motion to adjourn sine die was made by Mr. Weston, put 
by Speaker Meyer, and declared carried, with members 
yelling, whistling, throwing books, papers, wastebaskets, 
and everything they could lay hands on. Between drinks 
from beer bottles in the cloakrooms, the members of the 
89th General Assembly wound up their session to-night. 
Bills were railroaded through whether they were good, 
bad, or indifferent.” 


There would seem to be no doubt of the ability 
of these men to legislate on religion, morals, and 
hygiene for the citizens of Illinois; no wonder 
Altgeld dared not either sign or veto their Puritan 
Sunday bill; he felt that they were representative 
of all that was best and most inspiring in the 
electorate of the state. 


When the body of Dr. Buchanan, the alleged wife 
murderer, electrocuted at Sing Sing, was brought 
to New York for interment, the undertaker who had 


Buchanan sat. 


greater number which commend their use. 


it in charge put it on exhibition in his rooms. 
Thousands of people, mostly women, from all classes 
of society, surged about the coffin and fought for 
a look at the mangled form. They talked and 
laughed, jostled against the sorrow-stricken widow, 
and some of the women even tried to raise her veil 
to stare into her tear-stained face. The police had 
to make a passage for her to the bier. At the grave 
there was another crowd of some two thousand 
women, who conducted themselvs as they or others 
had done at the undertaker’s rooms. They even 
attempted to climb into the carriage where Mrs. 
The New York Press, commenting 
on this lamentable exhibition of indecency and 
cruelty, says: 

“It is such an instance as this that makes us aware 
that, different as we are in kind, our common parentage 
of medieval violence has not been obliterated by the Chris- 


tian training of ages, that our boasted culture is merely 
a veneer over innate barbarism. 


“The Christian training of ages”! How refin- 


ing has been the setting of offenders in the pillory 


and stocks, the exhibitions of the civil whipping post, 
the flogging of sailors and soldiers, the whipping 
of naked Quaker women at the cart’s tail through 
New England villages, the hanging of “ witches ” 
and Quakers on Salem Hill and Boston Common, 
the torturing for ages in Christian lands of ac- 
cused persons and witnesses, the public execution of 
millions of heretics and “witches” in Germany, 
England, Scotland, France, and Italy, and the horri- 
ble displays of the autos da fe on the Ibernian Pen- 
insula! Verily we are still suffering the effects of 
“the Christian training of ages.” In the face of 
such reversions to * medieval” Christianism it is 
very poor policy on the part of church apologists 
to call attention to the fact that Christianity so long 
had the training of the ancestors of the present 
generation in Europe and America. 


‘Christ advocated the use of wine, but the Prohibi- 
tionists advocate the use of water. Who is right?— Zhe 
Protector (liquor trade paper), St. Louis. 


** Why, you are right, of course, and the churches are 
all wrong. The idea that the great Presbyterian and 
Methodist and Baptist and other churches that teach total 
abstinence know 88 much about Christ and what he taught 
as the liquor dealers’ leagues and the editors of ginmill 
papers know, is absurd on the face of it! Right? Why 
you must be right. The whole world looks to you as 
authority on biblical matters, and when you speak on such 
subjects, all discussion ends. The Prohibition Party will 
now please disband.”—New York Voice. 

There can be no doubt that the leaders of the 
various churches named know as much about the 
teachings of the Bible concerning temperance as 
do the liquor dealers’ leagues, but then it is not to 
their interest to tell all they know, while it is to the 
interest of the liquor leagues to tell the truth in 
this matter. But the masses of the church mem- 
bers do not know as much about the teachings of 
the Bible on the liquor question as do the alert de- 
fenders of the saloon business. The Christian mul- 
titude are content to take the word of their spokes- 
men, who hav dinned into their ears the few pas- 
sages in the Bible which clearly condemn the use of 
intoxicants, while studiously ignoring the far 
But 
four of the Old Testament writers unequivocally 
condemn wine, and these in some passages only in 
which they mention it, as clearly commending it in 
others, two of them— Isaiah and Hosea—saying 
more for than against. At the same time, in some 
of the condemnatory passages oil and meat are also 
denounced! Not one of the New Testament writers 
has clearly affirmed that intoxicating drinks are to 
be eschewed. On the other hand, more than a score 
of the Old Testament books and several of the New 
contain strong pro-wine assertions and injunctions. 
* Bible temperance” and “Bible prohibition” are 
frauds. 


** Samuel Leppelgow sells delicatessen in upper Second 
avenue. His rival, Edward Fritz, of No. 1587 Second 
avenue, had his store open Sunday morning. Leppelgow 
bought 8 box of sardines from Mrs. Fritz, and then called 
Patrolman Neumann. : 

‘The woman begged not to be arrested, and just then 
her husband appeared. 

*** Arrest me instead of her,’ he said. 


t‘ The policeman hesitated. ‘But you didn't make the 


sale.’ 


* Leppelgow wanted Fritz arrested, and suggested: 
‘You sell me a loaf of bread, and I'll make the complaint | 
against you.’ 

**The husband complied and was locked up. In Har- 
lem court yesterday City Magistrate Crane held him in 
$100 bail for the grand jury. 

“ Tt is forbidden by law to sell even food after 10 o'clock 
Sunday morning."—New York World. 


When in the freer, saner centuries to come, the 


people look back to this savage age in which we liv, 
and read of such crimes as this, they will wonder 
why we called ourselvs “free,” and be silent in 
sheer amaze as they realize something (they can 
never sense it all) of our poverty of intellect and 
our supineness of soul. 
ardice in the dust of humiliation at the feet of this 
paper and gas fetich of statute law that we hav our- 
selves made, or, rather, permitted political bosses 
and back country survivals to set ap for our slavish 
worship. We boast loudly and rancously of our 
ability to whip a federated world in arms and yet 
we hav not the brains and pluck to throw off the 
chains of a hundred and twenty thousand priests 
and their lay dupes and political catspaws! 
venerate the letter that killeth and know not the 
spirit that giveth life. 
as ghostly and substanceless as those on whose 
altars our ancestors for ages laid all that was 
best and most promising in the civilization of Eu- 
rope. 
thimblerigger is rampant and triumphant and men 


We grovel in abject cow- 


We 


We blindly serve phantoms 


Hail, America! land where the spiritual 


and women are abased and trampled ; where liberty 
is vanishing and the black shadow of the cross falls 
ever Wider and darker. And how the Fourth of 
July declaimers did gush ! 


The police of this city are now required to vig- 
orously enforce the law closing delicatessen stores 
at 10 a. x. on Sunday. At these places are sold 
bread, milk, eggs, butter, and all kinds of prepared 
supplies for the table. There is no pretense that 
they are in any sense “immoral” on other days 
than Sunday. They are a great convenience to the 
housekeeper, for she can, in any domestic emergency, 
step down into one and get what she may need for 
amealor lunch. It is pretended by would-be deceiv- 
ers that Sunday laws are wanted by them to pro- 
tect the people in the enjoyment of a day of rest. 
Now, it is well known that in a big city a very 
large proportion of the population prefer to sleep 
very late Sunday morning, thus securing the “rest” 
that the Sundayites avow they are so eager for the 
poor to hav. A great many do not get up usually 
until eight, nine, ten, or even later Sunday fore- 
noon, but under the enforcement of this stupid and 
invasiv ten o’clock closing law all will be compelled 
to secure their Sunday morning supplies early, thus 
crowding the stores, necessitating the employment 
of extra clerks or the overworking of the regular 
force, and the consequent inconvenience of the pa. 
trons. Besides this, the stores hav been in the 
habit of opening for the accommodation of their 
patrons at four or five in the afternoon, if they 
closed in the middle of the day. Now they cannot 
do it. If it is desired only to giv the clerks a rest, 
why is not the ten o’clock closing law made oper- 
ativ on other holidays than Sunday? Has not the 
employee the same right to his “rest” on the 
Fourth of July or Decoration Day that he has to it 
on Sunday? Or has he more rights on religious 
sacred days than he has on national holidays? The 
plain truth is that all this commotion about “ rest ” 
on Sunday is because of the religious superstition 
behind it and the clerical vested interests involved. 
The delicatessen stores are mostly small, generally 
conducted, we should judge, by their proprietors, 
and hence there is little question of “wage-slavery 
seven days in succession.” The sensible and just 
thing to do is to take the meddling hand of the 
law out of these men’s private business, and leave 
them free to close or remain open, as they individ- 
ually see fit. 


pono 
FRANKLIN STEINER starts on another tour through Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin in August. Write him to Box 882, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


Durme the last week in June J. E. Remsburg held a 
debate at Peoria, Iowa, with Lawyer Liston McMillin, of 
Oskaloosa, Iowa. The proposition discussed was, '' Did 
Jesus Christ Rise’ From the Dead?” 
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News and Notes. 


Aberdeen, Scotland, is a rich and comfortable 
place. Orthodoxy enjoys itself here. It is in the 
swim. Butitis no bad place for a Freethinker. 
With a moderate fortune and a complacent mind, 
one can take life as pleasantly in this northern 
metropolis as anywhere on the globe. Aberdeen 
granit is celebrated for its beauty. It has a light- 
some look, and as there is no smoke at Aberdeen, 
the stone always has a charming and cleanly ap- 
pearance. The city has many noble structures, col- 
leges, universities, hotels, etc. The church build- 
ings are very elegant and massiv. The Salvation 
Army warriors are in their pride and glory here. 
‘They are erecting & splendid fort of granit, and 
they certainly put on style, and begin to vie in mag- 
nificence with the more ancient ecclesiastical pow- 
ers. They will eventually be at the hight of 
fashion, no doubt. 

Dr. Mortimer, of Turiff, was present at the lect- 
ures. He has for many years been an outspoken 
Freethinker in an orthodox community. It was a 
pleasure to meet one who has so bravely stood by 
his colors. On Tuesday afternoon he gave me a 
drive over Aberdeen in company with his son, 
William Mortimer, and his brother, Mr. D. A. 
Mortimer. I thus had an opportunity to see the 
renowned buildings of the city, the cathedral, King’s 
College, and the Marischol College, also the old 
stone bridge, Victoria bridge, the park, harbor, etc. 
We visited old Aberdeen, which has, indeed, the as- 
pect of moss-grown centuries. The modern Aber. 
deen is built between the rivers Don and Dee, and 
slong its shores sweeps the great German ocean. 

On Wednesday I had a delightful drive with 
James Mailland, William Calder, James Greig, Rob- 
ert Leith, and others, to Castle Mar, past Balmoral, 
the Queen's Highland residence, a magnificent pal- 
ace in the heart of the mountains. We first take 
train for Ballater, forty miles out, and then a coach 
eighteen miles to Braemar. The Grampian hills 
along this route stretch away in majestic amplitude, 
and valleys smile in summer glory, while above the 
vast woodlands are the still snow-capped peaks. I 
did not expect to behold such a contrast—against 
the splendor of summer the gleaming masses of 
winter's array. Along the towering Lochnagar, 
which Byron celebrates, dark and massiv, and other 
lofty steeps, the white banners unfurl, while near 
around the glorious flowers and grass adorn the 
warm bosom of earth. The battle of summer and 
winter is still carried on among these Highlands, 
with blending and beautiful columns, as if somehow 
it were a lover’s quarrel, and the seasons did not 
wish to part with one another. Thus in the cham- 
bers of the Highlands they mix in gentle warfare 
with delightful contrariety. 

It is both sunshine and rain along the route. 
The rain is what they call in this country a 
« Scotch mist." It makes the journey only more 

' enchanting, for over the peaks the clouds roll off, 
and a burst of sunshine contrasts with the dark 
environments, touching the mist with gold, so that 
the prospects were ever-varying, and the clouds 
seemed like castles inthe air. Anon a brilliant 
rainbow would span the way, decorating the 
wooded hights with effulgent hues. One hung 
from the mountain right over Balmoral Castle as 
we passed along, ornamenting it as never before, 
and the queen, with all her untold wealth, could 
not hav given it such a lovely embellishment, nor 
could she hav enjoyed its luster any more than we 
strangers did, for our ownership was as legitimate 
ashers. I never saw a rainbow so close before. It 
seemed to drop some of its jewels at our very feet 
as it arched over our onward path. 

Castle Mar is an old, old castle, built in 1483, 
and many a conflict has surged about its lofty walls. 
It is now occupied only by one old man, who takes 
care of it—a curious old man, contented in his lone- 
Jiness amidst this decaying grandeur, and yet a 
jolly old soul, especially when the mountain-dew is 
sparkling. He says he wouldn’t be married for all 
the world. He doesn’t want a woman around. He 
can take care of himself and be perfectly independ- 
ent within the walls of this solitary structure. I 
wandered all over this somewhat ghostly relic of the 
past, that looks sad and riven against the bloom 
of to-day. From dungeon to battlement I looked 
over the desolate apartments, and strange figures 
and scenes haunted the inquiring mind. Around 
the castle in the sunny grass were beautiful wild 
flowers, which I gathered in remembrance of this 
charming and melancholy spot, thrilled with the 
romance of so many changing ages. We took our 
lunch here, on the greensward, and modern politics 
and progress mingled their flashes with the shadowy 
turrets that overhung our joyous “round-table.” 

We then walked to Braemar, a mile away, 
a handsome town on the side of the mountain 


among the ranks of trees. It is 1,100 feet above 
Aberdeen, and is quite a summer resort for 
invalids in pursuit of pure air. The prospects ex- 
tending from this lofty hamlet are varied and de- 
lightful; the hills and vales, the elegant residences; 
the river, or mountain brook rather, at this place; 
the wide meadows, the cattle and sheep, the sky 
above with its silver or golden clouds, and the 
deep blue of the immensities beyond. Through 
this pomp we return while the sun hastes to its 
setting and the long twilight begins, and at nine 
o'clock Aberdeen again presents itself. I was 
pleased to meet at this time Mr. Charles Watt 
Daniel, and to spend with him the remainder of 
the evening in the company of Mr. Mann, of the 
Grand Royal Hotel Both these friends are stanch 
Liberals, and their companionship was one of the 
most entertaining of my experiences. 

James Maitland, Wm. Calder, and Mr. Harkis 
are among the pioneer forces of Freethought in 
Aberdeen. They did their level best to make the 
lectures & success and to enable the Pilgrim to see 
the best that was to be seen in this part of Scot- 
land. Mr. Harkis presided at the first meeting 
and Mr. Maitland at the second, and the audiences 
on both evenings gave me & cheery welcome. There 
was some kind of a discussion after the lectures, 
but it did not amount to much, for the reason that 
no salient points were discussed, and the defenders 
of the faith ran off into individual idiosyncrasies 
that had no bearing upon the general question. It 
is pretty difficult to keep the Christians to parlia- 
mentary rules. Aberdeen friends hav enriched 
the campaign with one of the most enjoyable of my 
experiences. l 

Dundee is next on the list, somewhat larger than 
Aberdeen, having, I understand, about 160,000 in- 
habitants. It has not the brilliant appearance of 
Aberdeen, for the stone of which it is built is of a 
darker hue, and the smoke of factories hangs over 
it. Iam welcomed to the hospitable home of Wm. 
McLean, who livs, and has his home and workshop, 
on an eminence in the suburbs ef the city, and 
from them a fine view can be obtained of the sur- 
rounding country. Mr. McLean and Mr. J. F. 
Gloak meet me at the station, and the moment I 
strike their company I know I am in good hands. 
The audiences at Dundee are not so large as those at 
Aberdeen, but they are appreciativ, and heartily 
welcome the American visitor. Mr. Gloak presides 
the first evening, and Mr. Sturton the second even- 
ing. A rambling discussion occurs after the lec- 
tures, but I found it pretty difficult to get hold of 
the ideas presented. They were cloudy and far- 
fetched. Indeed, I could hardly discover if there 
were any ideas at all, the words being so volumi- 
nous and the sentences involved. However, one 
genial critic I did understand—Mr. Scott, who is a 
Swedenborgian, and made some very sensible ob- 
servations, in harmony with the general matter of 
my lecture, though from a different point of view, 
but with entirely friendly feeling, all of which is 
acceptable to the comprehensiv Freethinker. Alto- 
gether, I enjoyed the lectures at Dundee. I liked 
the people I met, and am sure that, at another time, 
I shall hav a much larger attendance. The summer 
weather is not favorable for good audiences. Peo- 
ple like to be outdoors and enjoy the fresh air and 
beautiful scenery, and it takes quite a motiv power 
to get them inside of four walls. 

Dundee has many attractions. Among the chief 
are the Tay river and the Tay Bridge. The Tay is 
a broad, magnificent river nearly two miles wide as 
it flows by Dundee. The bridge over this river is 
the longest bridge in the world—about two miles. 
It is a massiv structure, built for the centuries, to 
defy wind and tide. The piers of the old bridge 
are still to be seen, a melancholy remembrance. 
The old bridge was itself a great feat of engineer- 
ing, but it was too narrow, and the railroad direc- 
tors too economical, and one bright moonlight night, 
when the wind was blowing a perfect gale, just as 
the train rolled on, the structure toppled over and 
all on board were plunged into the river with the 
crashing timbers. Not one was saved. The new 
bridge is broader, with more massiv piers, and a 
like accident will never occur. On Friday morning, 
with Mr. McLean and Mr. Gloak, I took the train 
over the bridge to East Newton, one of the elegant 
suburbs of Dundee, across the river, where it costs 
money to liv. The views up and down the river as 
we crossed the mighty bridge were splendid in 
their variety, the waters spreading like a lake, the 
bonnie banks and braes, the far hills, blue and 
towering in the summer sky, while the clouds 
swept overhead. In the afternoon, with my two 
comrades and Mr. Cameron, we secured a “‘ma- 
chine” and traveled into the ample country, climb- 
ing vast hills and beholding wide expanses. In 
this country they call a carriage or wagon a “ma- 
chine,” a new name to me. I didn’t hear it in 


England, so I guessit is pure Scotch. At any rate, 
the * machine" did good service, and we went on a 
wide rambling excursion all the afternoon. We 
rose hundreds of feet above the river Tay, whose 
spreading waters seemed to be rolling from the 
heart of the mountains that lifted their massiv 
fronts along the horizon. We traveled through 
forest glades, by great fields of green and yellow, 
a million buttercups besprinkling the grass. We 
pass by ancient houses, thatched cottages, the 
stately Insane Asylum appearing like a palace on a ma- 
jestic hight, and the school-house where the happy 
children shouted after our retreating machine, and 
the schoolmaster of Goldsmith's pages looked after 
us with dazed expression, and it may be “with 
words of learned length and thundering sound.” 
It was a delightful drive. It seemed as if we were 
riding in a balloon, so lofty were some of the hills 
that we ascended. When the horse dashed along 
with extra liveliness, it seemed as if the “ machine ” 
had wings like one of the old dragons. At length 
we came to a most ancient church. Nobody knows 
how old it is. There is a tower in Dundee which 
dates, they say, from the seventh century, and per- 
haps the church does the same. Near the door is 
still inserted the old iron circlet which they once 
put around the neck of the rogue and heretic, and 
there he must endure the scofts of the pious church- 
goers. Inside there is a dusky and medieval ap- 
pearance, with paintings on the wall, the stone altar, 
etc. I placed my name on the book—for no more 
can the old church crush the Infidel. The sunlight 
of to-day is triumphant, and over the almost for- 
gotten graves are blooming the blue and golden 
flowers. 

We hav a mighty good appetite when we return 
to Dundee, and Mrs. McLear spreads for us the 
hospitable table. After the lecture that evening, we 
hav a jolly company at Mr. McLean’s house, and I 
hav a right good experience of Scottish life, such as 
we see glowing in the pages of Burns. The Scotch 
are a happy people, or else they never could hav 
produced the poetry of this glorious bard. 

It strikes one at first that the Scotch must be a 
solemn people, seeing they take so readily to Cal- 
vinism in their religious proclivities. But Calvin- 
ism is offset by whisky. I don't wonder the Scotch 
drink whisky. Any man who believes in the doc- 
irins of Calvin must drink whisky in order to make 
life endurable. It is noticeable that as Calvinism 
disappears so does the much drinking of whisky. 
The Scotch are a temperate people so far as I can 
see, and there is a strong movement in favor of 
teetotalism. Many of our Freethought friends are 
disposed that way. 

I am trying to learn the Scotch language, but I 
havn't got the hang of it yet. It takes a practiced 
ear. The real old Scotch songs were sung at our 
last gathering, and they hav a humor, a pathos. 
and a musical ring that are charming. The heart of 
Scotland beats to the rhythms of nature. Her 
dark religion cannot destroy the joys of human 
fellowship. “Auld Lang Syne” closed an evening 
of song and cheer; and long liv the remembrance 
of this happy occasion! Scotland is Bonnie Scot- 
land and no mistake; and Calvinism has forever 
lost its grip. The heather blooms upon its loneli- 
est crags, and so will reason and Freethought make 
glorious its humblest cottage. 

Farewell to Dundee; and now Edinburgh, a great, 
busy, tumultuous, magnificent city, is about me, 
and it seems like a dream that I am in this historic 
place. Whose heart has not glowed at the name of 
Edinburgh? I arrived yesterday, Saturday. I was 
met at the station by Mr. John F. Dewar. The 
first thing I saw as I stepped forth from the station 
was the vast and famous castle on the hill. There 
is nothing in the world like it for magnificence and 
grandeur. Around its base are the public gardens, 
beautiful to behold. I saw also the marvelous 
monument to Sir Walter Scott, perhaps the most 
truly artistic and sublime monument ever erected 
to human genius. The first thing I did after tea 
was to mount one of the circular tramways and ride 
all over the great city with Mr. Dewar and others. 
Edinburgh is built on seven hills, and the views 
from its exalted streets are extensiv and superb, like 
what we see in San Francisco. I am reminded some- 
what of San Francisco as I climb these splendid hills, 
although Edinburgh has not the luminous appear- 
ance of the city of the Golden Gate. There is a 
deal of ancient solemnity about this capital of Scot- 
land. However, I hav caught but glimpses of it so 
far. I lecture to-day, Sunday, June 16th, afternoon 
aud evening, and, after a season of sight-seeing, I 
shall hav more to write. I must pencil these notes 
at odd chances, for I hav to spend most of the 
days looking about, and photographing on my 
brain the many and glorious pietures of this mem- 
orable land. SawvzzL P. Pornam. 

Edinburgh, June 16, 295. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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The Deathbed Repentance of an Infidel. 


I was the son of a Revolutionary soldier; was 
both in the year eighteen hundred. I was strictl 
6ducated in the M, P. church. I joined the ies 
at eighteen and joined the Genessee conference of 
that church in about 1827 or 1898, and traveled 
several years in that conference. Observing the 
various notions or opinioris and dispositions of both 
preachers and people, my mind was led frequently 
to reflect, and the query often confronted me 
whether God made them as he wanted them or not. 
Being well aequainted with the business of making 
men, with infinit attributes and infinit power, the 
question naturally presented itself why he did not 
make them as he wished them to be. I could see no 
reason why he did not. "These questions, although 
fot having a serious effect on my mind, occasionally 
tf@oubled me, and the various doctrins of men I 
thought could not be exactly as he wished, and I 
could not seé why they were not, inasmuch as 
he himself was the great proprietor of all things 
and could hav told them exactly what was true, 
aid that if he wanted them to know, it would hav 
been but a small matter to tell them. These, 
with other thoughts and reflections, occasioually 
produced considerable disturbance in my mind. I 
Was troubled to suth an extent, that in d few yeats 
Í located; not with a design of relinquishing my 
doctrins, but I did not feel at liberty to eat the 
people's bread and indulge in any doubts of the un« 
truthfulness of all I was ealled to preach. Before 
I was located, however, I was in a Company o 
friends, one of whom was a New School Presbyte- 
rian minister, In the course of conversation 
took the opportunity to inquire of him as fo the 
difference between the New and Old School Presby- 
terians. He said, “They hav the same con- 
fession of faith, but differ in the interpretation.” 
I asked him whether it was on the government of 
the church or the theological doctrins thereof. 
He answered, “It is on the interpretation of the 
doctrin of predestination.”  Iasked him if the New 
School rejected the doctrin of predestination. He 
said, * No, but they hav a different way of interpret- 
ing it.” I said to him, ** Do you think that your in- 
terpretation is what the original authors intended 
to express?” He made no direct reply, but com- 
menced some observations to evade the question as 
soon as he could, and said. * but that predestination 
is true there can be no doubt. I pity the man, I 
pity you, if an assassin were to shove his dagger to 
the heart of your wife to-night, if you could not see 
the hand of the Lord in it.” I replied, “I should 
868 the hand of the devil in it. Has God and the 
devil gone into partnership? If so, it must bea 
new firm." That ended the conversation. 

Having located, I gave wider rango to my thoughts. 
Qne day a man put into my hand a pamphlet, enti- 
tled «An Interesting Narrativ of the Loss of the 
Wesleyan Missionaries to the West India Islands.” 
Í sat down and read it and closed with a feeling as 
though a dagger had been thrust through me. The 
event was in substance as followsi The Methodist 
conference of Landon had met, and after organiza- 
tion the chairman announced to the conference 
that the missionary board had determined to send 
ten missionaties to the West India Islands, and ex- 
pected him to appoint the men, but that as he did 
not care to exercise that prerogativ, he had made 
up his mind that he would ask in the conference for 
volunteers, aud accordingly said to the ministers 
that whoever felt in duty bound to go into the 
work could hand in their names before or at the 
missionary anniversary, occurring during the ses- 
sion of the conference. During the interim the re- 
quired number was made up. In a few days the 
anniversary meeting was held. The speeches made 
and the appeals for the help of competent men in 
the Lord's vineyard had produced such an effect on 
the very large congregation, that when they came 
to make appeals for contributions for that special 
mission, the collection in money and the pledges 
amounted to the enormous sum of $50,000. At the 
close of the speaking the voluntary missionaries 
were called forward. Their experience was asked 
for and they were examined in doctrins. They then 
proceeded to ordain the missionaries by laying on 
of hands, and the large congregation was asked to 
unite for a certain length of time in silent prayer, 
at the close of which several ministers in succession 
led in vocal prayer, under, as it was thought, the 
special presence and favor of Almighty God. Bo 
the meeting ended. These missionaries were some 
of.them men of families. The missionary board 
immediatly made preparations for carrying into ef- 
fect their designs as to the mission, and hence char- 
tered a vessel and provided all necessaries for the 
transportation of the missionaries to their destina- 
tion. The time of departure soon arrived, and they 
set sail. All;went well, and they reached an island 


of the West Indies, where they landed to secure a 
pilot, as the coral reefs were so many and so dan- 
gerous, some not reaching to the surface of the 
water, that such assistance was needed. Tornadoes 
being frequent in those waters, and the weather not 
beitig favorable, they were advised to remain until 
the appearances were more promising. They 
Stopped for three days. The weather appearing 
more favorable; and having only about sixty 
miles to go fo reach their destination, they started. 
They came tear enotigh to enable them to see per- 
Sons walking on the beach, expecting every minute 
to reach the shore. A cloud having appeared, sud- 
denly the wind rose, and a tornado developed. 
Their vessel was driven oti to one of those coral 
reefs. The bow of the vessel rose, the stern creeled, 
and the waves dashed over and filled the cabins, 
forcing the people on deck. With rothing save the 
clothes they had on, no provisions from their abun- 
dant supply, the vessel full of water, they re- 
Sorted to prayer. They organized prayer-meetings, 
and had prayer on deck three times each day. 
With nothing to protect them from the rays of the 
scorching sn, nothing to eat, nothing to drink, 
forced to lodge together on deck, men, women, and 
children, sailors and missionaries, they soon began 
to starve. Women wept over their famishing chil- 
dfen, with cries to heaven for relief. Men, with 
eyes upttirned to heaven, besought God, reminding 
him of his promis that he would not leave nor for- 
sake them. They continued to pray and starve, 
What were left of them, until the eighth day. On 
the eighth day a gentleman on shore picked up a 
prospect glass; swept it over the waters, and dis- 
covered the hulk of a vessel. He called attention 
to it. A boat was manned, and immediately a party 
went to the ship. On their arrival they found but 
ona person alive; that was a woman, the wife of one 
of the missionaries. She was so exhausted as to 
be speechless. Timely aid restored her, and she 
was the author of this narrativ. 

When I read the account of that ill-fated ship, 
the question of the existence of a God was pres- 
ented to my mind with unusual force. How there 
could be a God, infinit in love and mercy, ail-pow- 
erful and everywhere present, and therefore with 
that ship all the time, and yet could not or would 
not hear and answer those heart-rending cries, to 
me was unaccountable. It was enough to break, as 
is said, * the heart of stone" How it could long- 
er be said, * His tender mercies are over all his 
works,” was beyond explanation. Not only that, 
but what effect would that hav on the church at 
home? What effect on the contributors of that 
$50,000 to support and extend what they thought 
the cause of God? 

How any thinking, reasoning man who is ac- 
quainted with this circumstance, can hav any confi- 
dence ia missionary w rk, is unexplainable. But 
if people would only remember that God is every- 
where, with the heathen as well as the civilized, and 
if so disposed could, that being the one thing 
needful, convert them without the expense of mis- 
sionaries, it would hav saved the people’s money 
and the lives of that missionary group. Why he 
should not convert the heathen without preachers 
is strange, to say the least, if his love for them 
is infinit. 

Leaving the question of foreign missionary work, 
we come to some nearer home. A Disciple preacher 
called upon me one day and introduced himself as 
one educated at a college in Kentucky, and after 
graduating for the ministry had graduated at a law 
school. After practicing law for five or six years, 
he gave that up for the ministry. He was then 
holding a protracted meeting in our town. I had 
said nothing until this time. I then said: « Mr. 
Thornberry, I hav never been much acquainted 
with your class of people. I suppose they are or- 
thodox in reference to the existence of a soul and the 
fall of man?" He said, “Yes.” Said I, «Mr. 
Thornberry, where did you get your soul?” He 
replied, * God created a great mass of spirit sub- 
stance, and when a child is born, with its first breath 
it inhales a portion of that substance as its soul.” 
I remarked: “If all men fell in Adam, that great 
mass of spirit substance must hav been in Adam 
when he fell.” He seemed a little nonplussed, and 
I left that there and proceeded to ask: “Mr. 
Thornberry, you hav been a lawyer and, of course, 
are supposed to understand my question. You 
know that in our Constitution is a clause prohibit- 
ing the passage of a bill of attainder? What do 
you understand by 8 bill of attainder?” He re- 
plied, “It is an old English law that attainted the 
blood of an offender so as to subject the family to 
penalties with the offender. If the penalty was 
confiscation of goods, the whole family was impov- 
erished, if banishment, the whole family was ban- 
ished, if disfranchisement, none of the sons were 
voters.” I-asked, “Mr. Thornberry, why was that 


prohibited by our Constitution?” He replied, 
* Because of its manifest injustice." «Well, Mr. 
Thornberry, I suppose you hold with the other de- 
nominations that all men fell in Adam and became 
liable to pains and penalties in consequence? What 
was that but a bill of attainder, which you say is 
So manifestly unjust?" He arose, took out his 
watch, and said he was engaged for dinner at the 
next house, that it was about that time, and that 
he would be obliged to go, else he would be glad to 
stay longer. 

At another time, I was invited to stop over night 
with a Dunkard preacher. During the evening he 
showed a disposition to talk about a people he 
called “ No-soulists.” Understanding him to imagin 
that I belonged to them, I told him there were 
such & people living beyond me, but that I was not 
one of them, but said, “I suppose there is no harm 
in talking about that a little?” “No,” he replied. 
o Then,” I said, “I suppose you think you 
hav a soul?” “Yes.” “Well, where did you 
get it?” He studied a little and replied, “I believe 
the soul is a part of God.” “All right; then, of 
course, I am at liberty to make a few inferences? 
The first is, If the soul is a part of God, a part of 
God can sin, and hence a part of God can be dis- 
pleased with a part of himself. What do you say 
to that?” «‘ Well," said he, “I will think of that,” 
and at once diverted the conversation. 

I stopped over night with another friend. On light- 
ing me to bed, and when about leaving the room, he 
said: * Pikard, the difficulty with your kind of folks 
is, you are always tearing down and never building 
up anything.” “My friend,” I said, * You hav an 
old rickety barn out here. If you designed 
building a new and good barn, right where that one 
stands, would you build it on top cf that old one, 
or would you first remove the old one?” He smiled 
and turning said, “ Good night!” 

On another occasion an old Methodist preacher 
and doctor came along the sidewalk where I was, 
stopped, and we spoke to each other. I said to him: 
“ Doctor, I want to ask you‘a theological question. 
You are aware that we hold that the soul is mate. 
rial and mortal substance. Doctor, did your soul 
always exist, or had it a beginning?” He replied: 
«I suppose it had a beginning." “Did it begin 
when Adam's did, or since?" Probably since." 
* Then," I said, ib must hav begun by direct crea- 
tion or derivation" ‘ Well, it began by direct 
creation as much as anything Almighty God ever 
made. Then he must hav created it about the time 
your body was formed?” “Yes.” Looking him 
in the face to judge of his age, I said: « Then God 
created your soul about sixty five years ago?” 
“Yes.” “If so,” said I, “did it fall in Adam ?" 
He at once started, said he was on his way to 
see a patient, and would be obliged to go. 

I went to hear a Disciple mini;ter deliver a lect- 
ure on the Bible. He had a good deal to say about 
the soul and the devil. On the morning following 
the lecture, I called upon him at his hotel, and was: 
introduced to him by the landlord After a friendly 
salutation, I said to him: *I he rd your lecture last 
evening, and a few questions arose in my mind 
which I thought I would like to propose to you if 
you hav no objections. You made frequent men- 
tion of the soul. I would like to ask you whether 
your soul always existed or had it a beginning t" 
He answered: “It always existed." ‘ Then,” said 
I, “It is contended by mental philosophers, that 
the mental faculties inhere in the soul and consti- 
tute the faculties of our education. If yours has 
always existed, it has had a long time for learning. 
Can you tell me something you learned eight or ten 
thousand years ago? He replied, that he had 
perhaps answered impromptu, and would ask the 
privilege of taking his answer back. * Then," said 
I, * You are at liberty to make such answer as you 
see fit When did it begin to exist?” He answered: 
« When Ádam's did." ‘Then your soul in some six 
thousand years old; that is quite a time in which 
to educate ones-self. Could you tell me anything 
you learned, say a hundred years ago?” He then 
replied, “I must beg to retract that.” I said all 
right, all we ask is facts. He rejoined : * My soul 
probably began about the time of the formation of 
my body. Said I, “Did it then fall in Adam six 
thousand yeara ago?” Some persons in the room 
smiled, but he said nothing. I then asked, if he 
could tell me who made the devil? He replied, 
« God made the devil, but he made himself a 
devil.” Iasked him, * Where was he, when he made 
himself a devil?” He dropped his head and said 
nothing. A. B. PIKARD. 

[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK." 


, The third volume of Moneure D. Con way'8 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. 
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The Cause in Washington and Oregon. 


That dauntless worker for the dethronement of 
superstition, John Gronow, finding the cause here 
at Port Townsend, Wash., at low-water mark, de- 
termined to giv it a new impetus, and with the aid 
of the ever genial, generous-hearted Liberal, John 
Iffland, the popular boniface of the Central Hotel, 
arranged for lectures, and they together bore the 
whole expense of hall rent, advertising, entertain- 
ing, and liberally remunerating the lecturer. The 
attendance at the lectures was good, under the cir- 
cumstances, increasing each evening ; the last even- 

‘ing was very enthusiastic and appreciativ. But 
many liberals are slaves to Mrs. Grundy. 

There is no reason why there should not bea 
Secular Sunday-school organized. There are a 
large number of Liberals who need only to get to- 
get together a few times and cultivate vertebra. 
The women would most gladly co-operate. A 
woman lecturer could rally all the scattered forces, 
visit for a few days around among the interested 
ones, arouse the enthusiasm of the women and chil- 
dren, and the Secular Sunday-school would be an 
assured success. 

The immense untaxed landed possessions and in- 
stitutions of the Catholics in Vancouver, Wash., 
giv the “ mother church ” great influence, while her 
Protestant daughters rival her and vie with each 
other in bigotry and intolerance. Their united 
efforts would make the beautiful little city a hot- 
bed of fanaticism but for the leavening influence of 
some of the gallant boys in blue at the garrison and 
a few large-hearted, broad-minded citizens like Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Cushing, who, despite all opposi- 
tion, or attempts at ostracism, hav courage to ex- 
press their convictions, and liv such lives of integ- 
rity, purity and practical benevolence as to compel 
the esteem and confidence of all classes. 

Interest in the cause has been nursed and re- 

vived here through the earnest devotion to its prin- 
ciples, the noble example, the self-sacrificing efforts 
of that stalwart and most highly esteemed young 
soldier of the garrison, William Bawalda. He has 
been ably seconded by his comrade, the clever press 
correspondent, A. Srltenberjer. They are deeply 
interested in the Portland Sunday-school, and re- 
solved, despite the seeming utter hopelessness of 
any such endeavor, to hav a Secular Sunday-school 
at Vancouver. They were fortunate in enlisting the 
sympathy and co-operation of that highly-gifted 
* Hypatia of Oregon,” Miss Nettie A. Olds, pastor 
of the First Secular Church of Portland. She vis- 
ited Vancouver, lectured, sang, played violin and 
piano, recited, won the admiration of all, the re- 
spect of mothers and the love of the children. She 
organized a Secular Sunday-school, and its rapid 
and continuous growth, alike in interest and mem- 
bership, testifies to her efficiency and wondrous 
magnetic influence. 

Meetings of the First Secular church of Portland 
are held every Sunday evening at Labor Council 
Hall, corner of Front and Stark street, Portland. 
(Sunday. school at 114.w.) Since the present pastor 
has taken charge she has succeeded in attracting 
the most intelligent and reputable of Portland’s 
citizens, and two-thirds of the audience are women. 

After a most interesting and admirably-rendered 
program of songs and recitations—including vocal 
and instrumental duet by Miss Olds and Oregon’s 
peerless daughter of song, Miss Faith Youmans— 
Miss Olds delivered a very interesting lecture on 
the “ Rights of Children.” The lecturer is a young 
woman of about twenty years of age, of commanding 
presence, symmetrical form, and graceful carriage, 
with no claim to doll-baby prettiness, but when in- 
terested in her subject she is really handsome, and 
exerts a wondrously winsome influence, holding her 
audience in rapt attention, and by the force of her 
logic carries conviction to those who prove able to 
resist her eloquence. She is very young to fill so 
onerous a position; of course she has much to 
learn, bas faults of delivery to overcome, but she is 
a priceless acquisition to our cause and has a most 
bright and promising future. An accomplished 
musician and vocalist, a born school teacher, with 
genuin love of children, and a gentle, modest, sym- 
pathetic nature, it is not surprising that she is so 
idolized by the children and loved and esteemed by 
every member of the church. 

I hav just received a letter from that redoubtable 
opponent of priestcraft and champion of Free- 
thought, O. E. Reynolds, of Tillamook, informing 
me that our ever faithful co-worker, Mrs. A. E. 
Barker, is there and succeeded in organizing a Sec- 
ular Sunday-school in Tillamook and another at 
Fairview, about three miles from there. The fol- 
lowing is from the Tillamook Headlight : 

Mrs. A. E. Barker, who has been lecturing at the court 
house recently, shows herself to be à woman of good ed- 
ucation, varied attainments, and a deep student of ancient 
history and modern science. Her manner is womanly, 
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and it is evident from her earnestness and devotion that 
her religion is ** Humanity." Those who disagree with 
her on her views of religion must admit that she was fair 
and her arguments convincing. No church member 
could take offense at what she said, and those who are 
Liberal in belief greatly appreciated her course of leo- 
tures. 

The Seventh Annual Convention of the Oregon 
State Secular Union will be held at Portland, Ore- 
gon, on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Sept. 20, 
21, 22, 1895. 

The members of the Portland Church and Wom- 
en’s Auxiliary extend invitation to all good workers 
and true friends of the cause to the hospitality of 
their homes. 

Morning and afternoon sessions mainly devoted 
to study, discussion, and adoption of best means to 
achieve our aims and objects. Evenings, popular 
speakers, vocal and instrumental music, dramatic 
performance, etc. 

All on deciding to attend will please notify the 
secretary so that suitable quarters may be insured. 

C. B. REYNOLDS, 
Sec. Wash. and Oregon Secular Unions, 
620 Seventh street, Portland, Or. 


Historical Christianity a Fraud. 


The learned French Jesuit, Jean Hardouin, an- 
nounced his conviction two hundred years ago that 
all the writings of the Christian fathers were mod- 
ern forgeries. 

Prof. Edwin Johnson, of London, without the 
knowledge of Hardouin’s work, has come to the 
same conclusion. And now he has translated the 
Jesuit’s posthumous book, intending to publish it 
with notes. 

But Professor Johnson has gone a long stride 
farther than Hardouin. The Jesuit was bound to 
maintain the genuinness and antiquity of the New 
Testament. He alleged that no manuscripts, ex- 
cept of the holy scriptures, were more than four 
hundred years old— i. e., not older than a.D. 1329. 
Professor Johnson says the manuscripts of the New 
Testament are not older than the other monkish 
fabrications, if as old. 

Handouin elaimed that the New Testament was 
first written in Latin. Professor Johnson thinks 
80 too, and finds evidences of clumsy translation 
into Greek; but he maintains that both the Latin 
and the Greek codices are modern forgeries. 

For several years past we hav doubted the antiq- 
uity of some portions of the New Testament, par- 
ticularly the story of the crucifixion under Pontius 
Pilate. And row we hav from the London profes- 
sor an abstract of the Moslem scriptures, which he 
claims to be earlier than the New Testament by at 
least three hundred years, and earlier than the Old 
Testament by at least one hundred years. The 
Moslem Chronicle, conficted about the year 900, 
begins with Adam and comes down to Mohammed. 
It contains the story of Isa, the son of Mariam, 
begotten by Gabriel in the guise of her young 
cousin Yussuf, a carpenter in the temple where she 
was cloistered by the priest Zachariah, Yussuf's 
uncle. Mariam took her babe to Egypt, accom- 
panied by Yussuf, where they lived together thirty 
years. Returning to Palestine Isa wrought mira- 
cles. He offended his people, and they obtained 
an order from King Herod to seize and slay him. 
Pontius Pilate is not mentioned. The mob pre- 
pared to crucify Isa. By divine interposition he 
was Spirited away heavenward, and the leader of 
the mob, Isoua, was miraculously changed to look 
like Isa. In spite of his protestations they killed 
their own leader and bound him to the stake pre- 
pared for Isa. ; 

Mariam, believing that her son was crucified, 
came and mourned at the foot of the stake for 
seven successiv nights. On the eighth Allah caused 
Isa to come down from heaven to comfort his sor- 
rowing mother. The same night seven of the 
apostles of Isa met him at Mariam’s house. Yahya, 
the son of the late temple priest Zachariah, was 
also there. Yahya answers to John the Baptist, 
but he was not beheaded by King Herod until 
after the ascension of Isa. Of the absent apostles 
one, not named, had betrayed Isa, and in repent- 
ance for the deed had slain himself. Another, Sim- 
eon, had denied his master. 

Isa sent forth the apostles to preach. To Greece 
and Rome he sent Paul and Peter. (But Peter 
was not Simeon or Simon who denied his master ; 
and if Paul wrote the epistles attributed to him he 
never met any of the Apostles in the lifetime of 
Isa, and never saw Isa except as a phantom.) To 
Babylon Isa sent Thomas; to Kairouan, Philip ; to 
Ephesus, John ; and to the Hedjaz, toward Magreb, 
Bartholomew. James and Yahya were to remain 
at Ailia, called in modern times Jerusalem. 

Then Isa prayed Allah to raise him to heaven, 
and to-day, says the Moslem Chronicle, the heretics 
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(i. e., followers of the prophet Isa, a.n. 900) cele- 
brate, as a feast, the night when Isa descended and 
went up again into heaven. 

King Herod treated James and Yahya kindly. 
Isa's mother died six months after his ascension. 
Yahya was beheaded by order of the same Herod, 
when in a drunken orgie, at the demand of his mis- 
tress, the daughter of his wife or of her sister. 
The head of Yahya spoke and reproved the sobered 
king. Then came an invasion by the King of Per- 
sia on account of the murder of the two prophets, 
Isa and Yahya. Seventy thousand inhabitants of 
Ailia were massacred and the temple and city de- 
stroyed. 

The Moslem scriptures may be as false as our 
own. The question is, which is the older? Pro- 
fessor Johnson holds that the Hebrew literature is 
all modern, originating in the South of Europe. 
We cannot commend the works of Professor John- 
son too highly, namely, “Antiqua Mater " (1887), 
“ Rise of Christendom,” and “ Pauline Epistles.” 

ANTICHRIST. 


Mrs. Besant’s New God. 

Divines declared evil to be a mystery. But skep- 
tics retorted that this was only a confession of ig- 
norance, and did not help in the least. It left the 
problem unsolved, and calling it by a grand name 
did not make it a bit plainer. Besides the “ mys- 
tery " was, after all, quite artificial; it was really no 
more than a flat contradiction between the theory 
of “God” and the facts of nature. When this 
point was pressed home, the theologians saw that 
they must somehow prove that evil is really good; 
and thus they reached the serene quackery of ulti- 
mate optimism, declaring that discord is misunder- 
stood harmony, that a man groaning with the 
toothache is unconscionsly sounding his note in the 
symphony of universal happiness. This theory still 
holds the field, only it is modified by a “ wrinkle ” 
borrowed from evolution. Evil is not exactly good, 
the divines tell us, but it is good in the making ; 
and when we get to the end of the process (if we 
ever do!) we shall look back, like Jehovah upon his 
six days’ creation, and pronounce it all “good.” Of 
course the argument is based upon prophecy; it is 
like paying an account with a very long bill, due 
sometime after death or forty days after the millen- 
nium. Still, it serves the purpose ; the Micabers of 
theology exclaim, “ Thank God, that’s settled!” And 
the Micaber family is large, and Mrs. Besant is one 
of them. She meets her difficulties in relation to 
evil by resorting, not to the vindication of the day 
of judgment, but to the final disclosures of reincar- 
nation. We shall, not, however, follow her into 
that region, but stick to the prosaic world of things 
as they are now—the world of actual experience, of 
more or less exact knowledge, and of more or less 
approximate logic. 

Let us examine Mrs. Besant’s theory of the func- 
tion of pain, apart from its apparatus and jargon of 
Theosophy : 

By pain we learn when we hay struck against a law, 
and the law which pierced us when we opposed it 
becomes our strength when we place ourselves in har- 
mony with it. By pain we learn to distinguish between 
the eternal and the transitory, and so to strike our heart- 
roots into that which endures. By pain we develop 
strength, as the athlete develops muscle by exercising it 
against opposing weights. By pain we learn sympathy, y 
and gain power to help those who suffer. Thus only is 
the Christ-soul developed and at length perfected, and 
when this is once realized pain is no longer grievous nor 
an enemy, but a sternly gracious friend, whose hands are 
full of gifts. 

Now, we entirely dissent from this philosophy, 
which appears to us the very reverse of the truth. 
* Adversity,” says George Meridith, “tries us; it 
does not nourish us.” Mrs. Besant has mistaken the 
trial for the nourishment. A child does not grow 
strong in darkness, privation, and suffering; it 
grows strong in sunlight, plenty, and happiness. 
When adversity comes, it does not giv strength; it 
only tests the strength that has been acquired in 
prosperity. We do not deny that pain is useful in 
one way, as a warning against danger. But the 
danger is itself an evil, the proof being that we try 
to avoid it; and the usefulness of the warning de- 
pends on our ability to shun the danger. There is 
no use at all in pain when a little child falls against 
the fire’and is burnt in its helplessness, nor is there 
any use in pain when a man is cremated alive be- 
couse he differs from other people on religious 
questions; 

Mrs. Besant draws a fallacious anology between 
the athlete and the sufferer. In the first place, the 
athlete does not suffer ; generally speaking, he takes 
a pleasure in his exercises and performances. In 
the next place, no man gains any strength from 
bearing pain, although he may gainstrength by ex- 
erting himself against the causes of pain. In the 
third place, the very idea of an athlete is activ, 
while the very idea of a sufferer is passiv. Man is 
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the victim of pain, and if he bears it willingly, in 
8 spirit of self-sacrifice, he bears it for the sake of 
some other victim. 

Certainly we learn sympathy by pain. But that 
is only one illustration of a general law—that we 
learn sympathy by experience. And the very fact 
that there is such a strong tendency to associate 
sympathy with suffering shows how pain and weak- 
ness hav predominated in human experience. There 
are & hundred persons ready to help a child when it 
is in distress for one who will play with it and enter 
into its child-life. The sympathy of delight is 
far rarer than the sympathy of sorrow.—G. W. 
Foote, in London Freethinker. 

Se EE EET 
Man, Government, and the Sabbath. 


A reverend friend, in a private letter to the 
World, says: “I do feel that you are fighting the 
very cause you hav at heart—the cause that makes 
me love you and applaud you so often—when you 
fight the Sabbath.” He insists that there is less 
reason for closing other business places than for 
closing saloons on the Sabbath, protests against 
disregard of the “ divine law” on the subject, and 
against the effort to “destroy the Sabbath as an 
American institution after the command of the 
Lord.” 

"We are not putting a straw in the way of the ob- 
servance of any religious holiday by anybody in ac- 
cordance with his own understanding of the divine 
law. But we are opposed to his using our govern- 
ment to impose such observance upon other people 
who hava different understanding of divine law and 
human duty. 

Ours is not a theocratic government. It was not 
founded to enforce divine laws transcribed from the 
Jewish Bible, the New Testament, the Koran, or 
any other volume the divine authority of which is an 
article of religious faith. It was founded to estab- 
lish “a government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people” of all creeds or no creeds. It 
was not and is not clothed with authority to deter- 
min which creed has divine sanction, and to enforce 
it, either as to the Jewish Sabbath of the Old Tes- 
tament Commandments or as to the Lord’s Day in- 
stituted by Constantine's edict, without any author- 
ity from the Old Testament or the New. 

The intention of its framers was that our gov- 
ernment should leave each individual conscience 
perfectly fres and unconstrained in such matters 
and serve only as a machine for enforcing the will 
of the people in matters pertaining strictly to sec- 
ular government. It does not prevent a voter from 
being influenced by his religious creed in estimat- 
ing the good or bad moral effect of a law, but Con- 
gress and the state legislatures are all forbidden by 
constitutional restrictions to assume divine author- 
ity over religious questions, to use government 
anthority in upholding any religious belief or com- 
peling any religious observance, imposing unequal 
burdens on any religious belief, or discriminating 
against those who profess it. 

As to the argument that Sunday cannot be made 
a day of secular rest without making it impossible 
for the families of the poor to hav a pitcher of beer 
on Sundays, there is just as much in that as in the 
argument that there must be no cooking, no shav- 
ing, no carriage-driving, no mail-carrying, no riding 
in cars or steamboats, no purchase of bread or 
milk on Sunday. Some kinds of business must be 
stopped on Sunday if it is to bea day of rest for 
the poor and dependent. Some other kinds of 
business or work cannot be stopped on Sunday 
without making it a day of practical imprisonment 
and penance to the masses. And one of these is 
the business of supplying the people on holidays 
with the necessaries of life and the refreshments 
they are accustomed to on other days, and which 
they must do without on Sunday if they are not to 
be had fresh on that day. 


Amass meeting of the State Democracy of this city 
lately adopted sensible resolutions touching the 
excise laws. It declared the Sunday-closing clause to 
be a violation of personal right and a law totally out 
of harmony with the customs, habits, and opinions of 
the majority in this city. It took measures to impress 
all our senators and assemblymen with the necessity 
for the repeal of this Puritanical statute. This is good 
sense. Meanwhile the German-American Reform 
Union has appealed to the Police Commissioners for 
a more liberal construction of existing law. The 
State Democracy’s program is best. Laws in contra- 
vention of the just rights of the people ought to be 
repealed, and the fact that New York is not a rural 
village ought to be recognized even by hayseed leg- 
islators who have no scruple about violating the 
whole Decalog by their own conduct so long as 
they ean win votes by posingas champions of the 
American Sabbath.—JV. Y. World. 


s When in the Night We Wake and Hear the 
Rain.” 


[Not since;**'Thanatopsis" has there before been writ- 
ten so artistic, so restful, so beautiful a nature poem as 
this. Such is our opinion. In its spirit, in its plan, in 
its expression, it is well-nigh perfect. There is not in it 
the faintest touch of superstition. Mr. Robert Burns 
Wilson surely has received from the great Scottish bard 
much more than the first parts of his name. ** When in 
the Night we Wake and Hear the Rain” will take its place 
as a classic beside Bryant’s beautiful and hitherto unap- 
proached production, and will find its way into all col- 
lections of worthy poems, whether of America slone or 
of the whole world.—-Ep. T. 8.] 


When in the night we wake and hear the rain 
Like myriad merry footfalls on the grass, 
And, on the roof, the friendly, threatening crash 
Of sweeping, cloud-sped messengers that pass 
Far through the clamoring night; or loudly dash 
Against the rattling windows; storming, still 
In swift recurrence, each dim-streaming pane, 
Insistent that the dreamer wake, within, 
And dancing in the darkness on the sill— 
How is it, then, with us—amidst the din, 
Recalled from Sleep’s dim, vision-swept domain, 
When in the night we wake and hear the rain? 


When in the night we wake and hear the rain, 
Like mellow music, comforting the earth; 
A muffled, half-elusiv serenade, 
Too softly sung for grief, too grave for mirth; 
Such as night-wandering fairy minstrels made 
In fabled happier days; while far in space | 
The serious thunder rolls a deep refrain, 
Jarring the forest, wherein Silence makes 
Amidst the stillness her lone dwelling place— 
Then in the soul’s sad consciousness awakes 
Some nameless chord, touched by that haunting 
strain, 
When in the night we wake and hear the rain. 


When in the night we wake and hear the rain, 

And from blown casements see the lightning sweep 

The ocean’s breadth with instantaneous fire, 

Dimpling the lingering curve of waves that creep 

In steady tumult—waves that never tire 

For vexing, night and day, the glistening rocks, 

Firm-fixed in their immovable disdain 

Against the sea’s alternate rage and play— 

Comes there not something on the wind which mocks 

The feeble thoughts, the foolish aims that sway 
Our souls with hopes of unenduring gain— 
When in the night we wake and hear the rain? 


When in the night we wake and hear the rain 

Which on the white bloom of the orchard falls, 

And on the young, green wheat-blades, nodding now, 

And on the half-turned field, where thought recalls 

How in the furrow stands the rusting plow, 

Then fancy pictures what the day will see— - 

The ducklings paddling in the puddled lane, 

Sheep grazing slowly up the emerald slope 

Clear bird-notes ringing, and the droning bee 

Amongst the lilac’s bloom—enchanting hope— 
How fair the fading dreams we entertain, _ 
When in the night we wake and hear the rain! 


When in the night we wake and hear the rain 
Which falls on summer’s ashes, when the leaves 
Are few and fading, and the fields forlorn 
No more remember their long-gathered sheaves, 
Nor aught of all the gladness they have worn; 
When melancholy veils the misty hills 
When somber autumn's latest glories wane; 
Then goes the soul forth where the sad year lays 
On summer’s grave her withered gifts, and fills 
Her urn with Eroken memories of sweet days— 
Dear days which, being vanished, yet remain, 
When in the night we wake and hear the rain. 


When in the night we wake not with the rain— 

When Silence, like a watchful shade, will keep 

Too well her vigil by the lonely bed 

In which at last we rest in quiet sleep; 

While from the sod the melted snows be shed, 

And spring’s green grass, with summer’s ripening sun, 

Grows brown and matted like a lion’s mane, 

How will it be with us? No more to care 

Along the journeying wind’s wild path to run 

When Nature's voice shall cal!, no more to share 
Love's madness—no regret—no longings vain— 
When in the night we wake not with the rain. 


—JRobert Burns Wilson in the Century Magazine. 


Seientifie vs. Supernatural Ethics. 
From the New York World. 

Professor Huxley's death makes of especial in- 
terest this letter, which the great Englishman 
wrote to James Creelman, correspondent of the 
World, just before the well-known writer started 
for the Japanese war last summer : 


* HopzsrLEA, SrAvELY RoAp, EASTBOURNE, 
July 11, 1894. 

“My Drar Mz. OREELMaN: ‘Ethics’ I take to be 
the science of conduct, a statement of the rules the 
abservance of which tends to the attainment of the 
objects which are termed ethical. I conceive ethics 
to be as much a science as navigation, and not un- 
like it in so far as it tells us how to steer through 
life. 

« < Theology’ professes to be a science which fur- 
nishes men with truths which hav to be taken into 
account for the guidance of conduct, in addition to 
those which are attainable by observation and ex- 
periment in the realm of nature. 

«I, for my part, repudiate the claims of theology 
to interfere, because I consider it to be & science 


based on unproved and often highly improbable as- 
sumptions. Most people mix up religion with the- 
ology, and conceive that the essence of religion is 
the worship of some theological hypothesis or other. 
They may be right or wrong, but what I mean by 
‘religion’ is the. devotion to an ideal based on in- 
tense sympathy with the course of conduct exem- 
plified by that ideal. x 

“That to the attainment of which a man givs all 
his energies is the real object of his worship (what- 
ever he may prefer to venerate), from him ‘ whose 
god is his belly’ up to the purest lover of truth or 
of his kind. 

“On this view no one is without a ‘religion’ of 
some sort,and there is no need of any special relig- 
ious faculty. |: 

* Thus every man’s ethical ideal is a matter of 
feeling. His ‘ethics,’ as a science, simply tell him 
the best way of attaining his ideal, just as the ship 
captain settles in his mind the port which he 
wishes to reach and applies the rules of the science 
of navigation to get there. 

“I am yours, very sincerely, T. H. Huxtey.” 


This is in strong contrast to the criticism 
which the Duke of Argyle addressed to Mr. Oreel- 
man upon the same subject, which he was then 
studying : 

* INVERARY, June 16, 1894. 

* My Drar Sia: The question you are discussing 
involves the whole of an immense subject. No man 
ean answer it in a terse sentence. 

* In several of my writings I hav indicated my 
belief in an ‘independent morality’ as distinguished 
from the utilitarian theory of morals. 

«cA man may be profoundly moral aside from 
the influence of any religion. The man may hav got 
the whole stock of his feelings and opinions from 
the inheritance of a religion which he has personally 
forgotten or broken loose from. This is common. 

* My view, shortly stated, is that morality essen- 
tially consists in obedience to rules and laws which 
rest on the divine authority and hav a divine origin, 
even although individuals may not recognize that 
origin or authority. 

*I hav no belief in a morality which is founded 
only on the utilitarian principle of reasoning on the 
subject. 

“The activ and aggressiv Atheists of the present 
day are generally Anarchists in everything, and 
many, if not most of those who are animated by 
that spirit and hav acted up to it of late in Europe 
and America, are generally men whose record of 
private character is of the worst. 


« Yours, obediently, ArayLE.” 


To ask the question which more immediately con- 
cerns our argument—whether science is substan- 
tially true—is much like asking whether the sun 
givs light. And itis because they are conscious how 
undeniably valid are most of its propositions that 
the theological party regard science with so 
much secret alarm. They know that during the two 
thousand years of its growth some of its large divi- 
sions—mathematics, physics, astronomy—hav been 
subject to the rigorous criticisms of successiv gen- 
erations, and hav notwithstanding become ever more 
firmly established. They know that, unlike many of 
their own doctrins, which were once universally re- 
ceived but hav age by age been more frequently 
called in question, the doctrins, at first confined to 
a few scattered inquirers, hav been slowly growing 
into general acceptance, and now in great part ad- 
mitted as beyond dispute. They know that men of 
science throughout the world subject each other's 
results to the most searching examination; and thet 
error is mercilessly exposed and rejected as soon as 
discovered, and, finally, they know still more conclu- 
siv testimony is to be found in the daily verificaticn 
of scientific predictions and in the never-ceasing 
triumph of those arts which science guides.—/Zer- 
bert Spencer. 


Last Chance to Obtain a Rare Book. 


David Friedrich Strauss’s * Life of Jesus Criti- 
cally Examined” was first published in two volumes 
for $9. The edition ran out, and another was is- 
sued in one volume for $4.50. This edition ig 
almost exhausted, less than fifty copies being in 
existence. Of what are left we hav obtained a 
share, and can furnish them postpaid at the last 
price, $4 50. They will not last long, and we ad- 
vise those of our friends who want a copy to send 
at once. When these are gone there will be no 
more to be had. This edition is translated from 
the fourth German edition by George Eliot, and 
contains 784 large octavo pages of solid reading, 
very clearly printed. It is unnecessary to say to 
students that this is a very valuable work, one 
which the church wishes had never been written, 
but which it cannot controvert. 
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Toetters of Friends. 


Still After the Book. 
Carno, Irr., June 29, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: Please send Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER and the ** Freethinker's Pictorial 


Text Book," for which find inolosed $3. 
'uoMas Krna. 
BAKERSFEÆELD, OAL., June 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3, for whioh 
send Tur Trura SEEKER and ‘‘ Freethink- 


ers’ Pictorial Text Book,” as ver offer. 
Respectfully, Y. J. Howarp. 


Pananise, TEx., June 26, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $3. 
Please forward paper and ** Pictorial Text 
Beok.” 

Religious revivals are in full blast, and I 
need all the help that I can get, for I am 
the only outspoken ‘‘ Infidel” (their term) 
here. W. J. N. WELLBORN. 


Newton, Kan., June 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed $3, for one 
year's subscription to the great journal of 
Freethought and reform, Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, and the ‘ Pictorial Text Book." 
I hav received several copies of the paper, 
and can say I am more than pleased with 
your efforts to advance the cause of Free- 
thought and Secularism. 

We hav quite a number of liberal- 
minded men in our little city, but public 
sentiment is so largely in favor of Chris- 
tian fanaticism that those who are advo- 
cates of mental liberty are not in & position 
to make much of an advance. Therefore 
I am calling to our aid your valuable 
paper, and will try to circulate it among as 
many persons as possible. 

Respectfully, J. P. Paas. 


That's the Way to Talk. 
GREEN IsuAND, N. Y., June 25, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed I hand you $5, 
which I desire to contribute to the Fleckten 
school case. HrRAM WILBUR. 


He Comes Again. 
Waar Cueer, ILa., April 8, 1895. 
Mz, Eprron: Find inclosed $3 for the 
good old Trura SEEkER. I like it better 
every day. Wishing you success, 
From yours ever, ALEXANDER WALKER. 


Would Pay $6 if Necessary. 
Bnrsror, B. I., June 15, E.M, 295. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed please find $5 for 
renewal of my subscription to Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, which I would not be without for 
twice the price of it; and also send me the 
**' World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers," by D. M. Bennett, and oblige, 
Yours truly, Jonn R. Sweet, 


Sowing the Fertil Seed. 
THORNBURG, Ia., May 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, 
for which send me ‘‘ Right Living,” “A 
Tale of a Halo," bound in cloth, and send 
each of the inclosed names one copy of the 
** Age of Reason" and one copy of ‘‘Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible.” Apply the 
rest where it is most needed. Keep your 
artillery going. The world is moving on- 
ward. E. D. Navman. 


Likes Unequivocal Langu’ ge. 
Curoaao, ILL., June 13, 1895. 

Ms. Eprron: Many thanks for Haeckel’s 
** Monism."' 

Tue Troura SEEKER continues to be very 
instructiv, and I must add I admire its 
acute, terse style and moral courage, and 
its tendency is such that Iam sure it will 
always be appreciated by high minded 
readers. a. C. Paor, M.D. 


What Would a Ee p Trial Be but 
Ta 


Wesr SALEM, ILL , June 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: In my inquiry of a few 


weeks ago [spoke of hav`nga trial, in order |. 


to determin the truth concerning Christ’s 
erucifixion and resurrection, and you 
asked how I proposed to get the case into 
court. I meant to create a court for that 
special purpose, and not to enter the case 
in any of the civil courts of our country. 
It would not be necessary to do so, The 
** depositions” of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John could be represented by Chris- 
tians, and a fair show given to both sides. 
The ** unbelievers ” could hav a lawyer to 


Penningtonsville. 


_| eral Jackson and twice for Grover Cleve- 
land. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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sincere in their belief will, without doubt, 
welcome it. [ 
would be ransacked for evidente to estab- 
lish the &enuinness of the ''depositions," 
and for myself I would be glad to read a 
report of the trial. Why not make a chal- 
lenge to that effect in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and see if it is not accepted? Talk is too 
cheap; giv me something substantial. 
Yours truly, Ep. FULLER. 


It Is Regular as the Sun. 
Bia FLAT, ARK., June 8, 1895, 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5. Please 
push my record on your books two years, 
as I donot think it looks well at present. 
Your books will show that I am an old 
subscriber, and I must say I never had a 
paper come 80 regularly or better received. 


I would like to send for some books as 
usual, but we hav not recovered from the 


Dama-o-krat boom yet. 
E. E. ApaMs, M.D. 


He Is Not a Freethinker Sub Rosa, 
Sus Rosa, An&., June 8, 1895. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $1.50, which 


About pays up ty subscription to date. 
Thanks for tot discontinuing my paper. 
Ï hava splendid excise for not remiting 
before: 


Freethinkers are tot dead beats. 
the very hotbed of orthodoxy and super- 
atition; am trying to do a little missionary 


I just did not hav the money. 
Here is 


work by handing around Tae TRUTH 


SEEKER after reading it myself. 


Yours truly, Jos. WHITE, 


He Voted for **01d Hickory.’ 
Montezuma, IA., June 25, 1895. 

Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $2; mail me 
May 28th, which is the number back, and 
continue to send me your paper and you 
shall hav your pay as soon as my son sells 
his wool I am living with him. I am 
eighty-six years old; was born in Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, one mile north of 
I voted twice for Gen- 


JOHN CHAMBERLIN. 


E. R. Mohler is Not E, K. Wohler, 
MiNNEANAPOLIS, Miny., June 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: I received the bundle of 


paper all O. K., and I am a thousand times 
obliged to you for printing my letter. But 
I would hav been two thousand times 
obliged if you had signed my name to it. 
I would like Messrs. Wise and Fleckten to 
know that E R. Mohler contributed to 
their funds instead of E. K. Wohler. 


We had Mr. John E. Remsburg here to 


lecture on June the 9th at the First Uni- 
tarian church. 
Paine very satisfactorily. 


He spoke on Thomas 


Yours respectfully, E. R. MoHLER. 


The Political Papers Should Awaken 


Them, 


Houston, TEX., June 15, 1895. 
Mr, Eprron: Am in arrears. Sorry for 


it. Do better next time. Find $2. Times 


hard. Correspondingly hard up Every- 
thing now goes for Populistic and radical 


political literature. The encroachments of 
our judiciary are most to be feared. Of 
course the priest is behind the judge and 
I must continue THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
get “onto” it all. Of course you cav't 
discuss politics. Some of your ‘‘ Liberals" 
won't let you. Fine Liberals! The peo- 
ple need a political awakening, and exactly 
how they are to get it without discussing 
politics, is something no fellow can find 
out, Pity there isn’t more liberalism 
among Liberals. 


Yours for the cause, H. W. NELBON. 


More Missionaries Wanted, 
WHITE SULPHUR Springs, Mont., 
June 17, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inciosed find $2, for which 
please send me eight copies of Paine's 
**Age of Reason" and one dozen of ‘‘ Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible” that you hay 
advertised in your paper, as I think there 
can be some good done with them in this 
section of the country. 

There are not a great many Freethinkers 
in this locality, but what there are are very 
pronounced in their views, and with a little 
literature we can keep the subject open for 


Of course, all ancient history 


| To the Skies on Flowery Beds of Ease?” 


represent them, and the “believers” a | discussion, and the more it is discussed 
lawyer for the same purpose. Such a trial 
is not at all impossible, and those who are | 


and studied the more converts we will hav. 
Yours truly, Davip PENWELZ. 


United States Sailors Read Our Books. 
U. S. S. ALERT, } 
Panama, OConompra, May 20, 1845. 
Mr, Eprror: Your letter of the 12th of 
last month is just at hand through the 


good offices of my former shipmates. I 


hav been on the Pacific Coast ever since 
August last. I dropped you a card a week 
before my subscription was up, telling you 
to temporarily stop my paper, but it ap- 
pears you did not get it. Inclosed you 
will find $5, which please apply to my sub- 
scription, and also send me the *‘ Martyr- 
dom of Man,” as premium, if entitled to 
any. I hav the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text Book ” already. Ep. Jounsox. 
U. S. S. Atert, Panaia, May 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eptron: Inclosed find $10 for books 
as per list: ‘Rights of Man," '*Blas- 
phemy,” **Is This Your Son, My Lord ?” 
the Annovat, Plain Home Talk,” **Old 
Testament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” 
“ Maria Monk,” and ‘‘ Deity Analyzed.” 
As you hav $1 to my credit, that will 
make it right. There are quite a number 
of Freethinkers on boárd the Alert. There 
ate three subscribers for THe TRUTH 
SEEKER, and when the mail boat arrives it 
is the first paper we read. The last 
books I received hav been passed around 
to any one that would read them, so that 
to-day I raised $10 for more brain food. 
Yours fraternally, WALTER OHINN. 


Jeremiah Hacker’s Burthen of Years. 
VINELAND, N, J., June 8, 1895 
Mr. Eprror: I hav received sample 
copies of THE TRUTH SEEKER and thank 
you for them. Isend them where I hope 
they will do good, although some I send 
them to are pious, and beg me to send no 
more such reading matter, aud even hint 
at burning the ‘‘dangerous stuff.” As 
they must read it to ascertain if it is 
worthy to be cremated, they may chance 
to get their eyes open. A glance at 
Brother Heston’s cartoons should set the 
dullest mind to thinking. Since I am with 
Brother Hacker I hav the reading of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and other leading Free. 
thought papers kindly sent free of cost to 
the *'good old reformer,” as he is called 
by many. We can but grieve to see the 
brave old hero failing day by day—his 
trembling limbs almost refuse to bear him, 
yet, with the help of a cane, he can take & 
little exercise every day, but seems to 
crave little else than sleep and rest. On 
account of failing eyesight he has been 
compelled to giv up readiug, which, toa 
deaf man as he is, is a double loss, leaving 
him more alone than ever. But he loves 
all the Liberal papers; asks me to look 
them over and mark articles I think he 
would be most interested in and, with a 
magnifying glass in hand, he will try to 
read a little, but it is hard work, and some- 
times the brain, too, givs out. 
Sincerely and fraternally your friend, 
H. G. Hzacooz. 


Mz. Eprror: Christians tell Infidels of 
the mighty advance of Christ’s kingdom, 
yet how they wail and gnash their teeth ! 
The Christian Advocate of New York 
says the literature of India is non-Chris- 
tian and anti-Christian. ‘‘Of more than 600 
newspapers less than twelve are Christian. 
During a year the India Bible So- 
ciety sold 548 Bibles. At the same time a 
publishing house in Lucknow sold 48,000 
copies of the Koran. 'The Buddh- 
ists are forming a stupendous combine 
for the propagation of Buddhism. 
Apart from these ancient pagan religious 
movements, India is fiooded with tracts 
advocating all shades of Infidelity, from 
Thomas Paine to Ingersoll.” 

All that holds the Christian church to- 
gether is its splendid organization, its 
privileges and wealth, and its respectabil- 
ity and domination of society. Christian- 
ity is terribly alarmed. A Christian mag- 
azine called The Truth has the following 
significant editorial notes in its issue of 
June, 1895. It begins with '* A Sign of the 
Times," and mourns over the popularity 
of ** Trilby ;" then ‘‘ Cleanse the Temple,” 
which refers to some scandal among min- 


isters; then ** The Roman Catholic Church 
a Failure A'so;" then ‘‘The Old Pulpit 
and the New;" in which it professes to giv 
“a hard slap at the Higher Critios;" ihen 
‘Ingersoll Handled;” then ‘‘ Professor 
Drummond Reviewed, ” in which it ap- 
pears that he has become a dangerous 
heretic; then ** French Protestant Church 
& Failure;" then ** Good and Evil Mixed,” 
in which it says that during the past cen- 
tury 3,000,000 heathen hav been converted 
and 250,000,000 pagans born. Under the 
head ‘‘ Worse than an Infidel,” weare told 
that Archdeacon Farrar, of the English 
church, has published a book on Daniel in 
which he shows it to be a forgery, dating 
1645.0. Under ‘‘ Cause for Alarm," Sir M. 
Monier Williams is quoted on *'the rapid 
increase of Infidelity,” and under ‘‘ New 
Woman’s New Bible” more complaiut is 
made because Mrs. Hlizabeth Cady Stan- 
ion, a pronounced ünbeliever, sssodiated 
with Miss Frances Willard, and two or 
three Universalist women preachers, and 
Mrs. Robert Ingersoll, who will probably 
éonsult her husband about the best way of 
improving the Bible. : 

Poor Christianity | It appeals to its con- 
stituents for the parsgoric of sympathy. 

Ë. O. Torrun. 


Enthusiasm in a Good Cause. 
Pacasa Sprines, Cor , June 28, 1895. 

Mr. Epnrron: Please find inolosed $8 to 
keep the best paper on earth moving. I 
cannot do without the precious treasure 
it brings to me every week; I cannot do 
without our Putnam, our Macdonald, our 
Peck, our Wixon, and scores of others, 
and I must not fail to mention our incom- 
parable Heston, whose artistic genius is 
like an everflowing fountain. Iam a life 
subscriber, and why should I not be? It 
was THE TRUTH Serger». that led me out 
of the mazy darkvess of superstition and 
preacheroraft, and placed my mental feet 
on the two solid rocks of Freethought 
and Science. It was TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
that taught me how to think, how to inves- 
tigate, and how to reject everything not 
illumined by the light of reason. I was 
reared amidst almost countless numbers of 
Methodists and Disciples, and I must say 
that they are the worst dupes and slaves 
to their senseless creeds of all the sests 
that bow the ignorant knee to the shrine 
of church dogma. After my experiente 
with these two representativ churches t 
hav no hesitation in saying that they da 
their part in filling our jails, peniteitiaries 
and asylums. Now to the young and 
rising generations and all those that want 
to be good, kind, and honest: B»waré 
of the quarreling, fighting, fanatical 
churches. Ít is horrid to contemplate the 
cruelties and agonies of the Christiat, 
world. fam so glad that the immortal 
Bruno, Voltaire, and Paine forked out the 
devils and demons from the subterranean 
world. Our work of to-day consists in 
making the Ohristians and the world at 
large better. We must show them that we 
can be better than they can; that we ate 
not governed by whims and imbeoilities, 
and that we are perfectly en rapport with 
nature and her laws. 

Pagasa Springs isthe largest hot springs 
in the world. The country all around is 
mountainous, covered with a dark forest 
of evergreens, with here and there a pretty 
park Obrystal-clear waters run adown the 
pebbled brooks; thousands of wild flowers 
mix their sweets with the aroma of the 
pines. Rus SrvBarLL. 

*€ Boro,” 
Parmer, Mass., June 15, 1895. 

Mr. EprroR: In answer to Mr. Bost- 
wick’s assertion that the Hebrew word 
“boro” should not be translated he 
created, because it does not mean to pro- 
duce something out of nothing, I must say 
that the English word ‘‘ created” does not 
always convey such a meaning either, and 
therefore the translation is a correct one. 
The word ‘‘ boro” is found a great many 
times in the books of Isaiah, the psalms, 
and elsewhere, but alwaysin the sense of 
create, excepting that in Joshua, in the 
passage which Mr. Bostwick quoted, the 
word means, perhaps to destroy; and it is 
one of the few words that are found in the 
Bible which, in order to make any sense of 
the passage, must be given a meaning just 
the reverse from the correct one. For 


Jury 18, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
p————————— € —— a SS SS t d RR UE E 


443 


what reason it was put there nobody can 
explain. Most Hebrew scholars know of 
the word ‘‘ baruch ” (blessed). It is used 
in the Bible in that sense in a great num- 
ber of places, yet there is one place, and 
only one, where it must be translated just 
the reverse, å e., **eurse." Job’s wife 
said, ** Curse God and die,” and she used 
the word ''baruch." Now, would it be 
right to translate it always ‘‘ curse” on 
account of this one instance? Would it be 
reasonable to suppose that Jacob and 
Esau, when asking their father for his 
blessing, and using the word ‘‘ baruch,” 
meant ‘* Curse us?" Would it be reason- 
able to suppose that Isaiah, in his many 
exclamations, such as ** Lift up your eyes 
on high and behold who hath created 
those things," using the word ‘‘ boro,” 
means destroy ? It is an unsafe plan for 
Hebrew students to distort an established 
translation for the sake of fitting it to their 
argument. We may as well say that the 
sun is not what it is, in the sense which we 
all understand, but it is something else, 
and its primary meaning is a daily paper. 
I do not consider the controversy about 
Mr. or Messrs. Elohim of very great im- 
portance. Every one of the Bible’s heroes 
was & murderer, robber, or rascal, and this 
Elohim was ahead of them all. This book 
is too bad to be indorsed by any intelli- 
gent being, and this God too ridiculous to 
eriticise, and I must confess that I hav in- 
dulged a little bit in discussing about him, 
more, perhaps, for the sake of arguing 
than the sincerity of it. Who can read the 
Bible, and note the atrocious deeds 
acknowledged to hav been committed—all 
in the name of their God—and not be dis- 
gusted? Who can respect a God who made 
a contract with Abraham, and gave him 
and his descendants permission to rob and 
kill right and left, calling it a covenant? 
Shakspere’s Shylock traded away a few 
ducats for one pound of flesh, and the Bi- 
ble’s Shylock bartered away the lives of 
thousands for & small part of the prepuce 
(Gen. xvii); and this is the Hebrew’s Elo- 
him, who for nearly four thoussud years 
was fed on such delicacies, and who, when 
tired of that kind of diet, demanded his 
son, another dainty morsel. Here he be- 
came the Christian’s God, and here the 
Bible was rightin saying that there was 
darkness over all the earth. And what a 
darkness! How many crimes, how many 
persecutions and assassinations, were com- 
mitted, all in the name of that Christian 
God! 

But we may fairly hope that the dark- 
ness is gradually disappearing, and that 
the human race is at the point of adoles- 
cence in regard to truth. The light of sci- 
ence is breaking slowly but surely, the 
most hopeful child {that nature has‘given 
birth to for adoption by the human race. 

Mores NzsvOHIM. 


Some Suggestions. 


Liserry, PA., June 30, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find fifty cents 
for ‘‘ Hand-Book of Freethought.” I am 
a red-hot Freethinker, but I am really too 
poor financially to pay $3 a year for a 
Freethought journal and so it is with 
millions, Imay say, in these hard times in 
particular. I hav a '*boss" idea, such is 
my idea of it (whatever others may think), 
which is, If you, or some one elsé, would 
publish a Freethought journal in pamphlet 
form at fifty cents a year, your circulation 
could be increased, I dare say, 1,000 per 
cent, notwithstanding you may hav a 
pretty large circulation now. It should 
be published monthly, and each magazine 
or number contain from 24 to 80 pages, 
and as large as you could afford it, say 5x7 
inches, making say 300 or 360 pages for 
a year. Or if you could -giv them 200 
pages in a year, and somewhat condensed, 
would giv them all the Freethought in 
good shape, just enough to make it inter- 
esting, At $8 a year they—the masses— 
would hav a great deal more of Free- 
thought matter than they would hav time 
to read, or care to read, with so much other 
reading matter—from three to seven news- 
papers, besides books, The fact is, that 
many who are leaning toward Freethought 
(there are millions of them in the church) 
would be overburdened to read your $8 
journal. It should be published in such 
a manner as to open their eyes by degrees, 
and coax them into it through strategy, in 


such & manner that they could not wall | death has. visibly weakened during the 


take offense at what they are reading. 
There are only a limited number of Free- 
thinkers here, probably fifty in & society 
of about 3,000 inhabitants. A part of the 
rising generation are taking to. Free- 
thought spontaneously, I may say, with a 
little effort on my part, time being too lim- 
ited to do much of it. I am publishing an 
amateur sheet, The Modern Reflector, 
which the young read with pleasure. I 
persuaded some of the church people to 
take it. A certain number read it with 
little or no comments. Others are giving 
me genuin orthodox hell, and hav threat- 
ened to mob me, rotten-egg me, tar and 
feather, and ride me on a rail, eto., to 
frighten me out of it. The fact is, I am too 
radical by nature to make converts as I 
started in on it. I found that the stronger 
I made my points, the more they would 
eurlup against me, squirm, and grate their 
teeth at me. As Iam a novice at it, I find 
the elephant of bigoted fanaticism is too 
enormous for me to handle. They hav 
bent their backs up so high they can't get 
them down, nor ean Ido it. I never saw 
such a lot of cattle—brute force, without 
reason—but they read only one side of the 
great subject, and depend wholly on their 
preachers who they think are the smartest 
men in the world, and that science is all a 
delusion. I think a good way to make 
converts to Freethought in the churches 
would be to publish literature in the form 
of a dialog between three preachers—one 
being a rusty old orthodox, the other one 
a Liberal of the Briggs-Abbot-Miiller evo- 
lutionary ideas, and the third & moderate 
Freethinker in argument. I know you 
could get it up in good shape at ten, fifteen, 
or twenty-five cents apiece, which would 
be read with much interest by the church 
people, and thus Freethought would be 
interwoven with the other, if they are not 
totally blind. The force of logic of Free- 
thought in contrast with the other more 
orthodox preachers would, and could not 
help but force its way through the thick- 
est shell, and would make converts of the 
thickest shells, if they hav any thinking 
brains inside of them. 

The Freethinker, being also a preacher 
who does not deny, but accepts a God, 
finally appeals to science and gets into the 
** doubting castle” in regard to a personal 
God, and at last the church people get 
there too, and the whole racket or argu- 
ment being apparently in the church, the 
horrors of, and prejudices against, the 
Freethinkers sre lost to sight. : 

Respectfully, J. D. Brox. 


Spiritualism. 


Los ANentzs, CAL., May 80, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: Considerable fault has been 
found with Tue TRUTH SEEKER because it 
has permitted correspondents to doubt 
and deny the claims of Spiritualism, and 
the assertion once met my eye in a Free- 
thought publication that Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER was still fighting Spiritualism. 

Permitting an open discussion, or the 
free expression of individual opinion is 
the full extent to which Spiritualism has 
there been fought, and if any Spiritualist 
claiming to be & Freethinker cannot toler- 
ate such things, he should renounce all 
claim to the name, for he has no right to 
it. These thoughts are generated by the 
last communication of A. D. Swan, who 
jumps on the stupid Materialist with his 
accustomed expressions of contempt and 
disapproval. Materialists, so far as I know, 
are perfectly willing Spiritualists or any 
one else should discuss and dissect them 
and their belief, but if they demand the 
same right in your columns, the privilege 
is denounced because they are “‘ fighting 


| Spiritualism.” How intolerant and in- 


consistent so to do! It is true that Moses 
Hull has written a pamphlet which bears 
the title, ‘‘ The Question Settled,” but he 
should hav modified it by adding ‘‘in the 
minds of some," I know of no question 
that is settled in speculativ philosophy, 
and if Spiritualism doesn't come under that 
head, will some one please state why? If 
that question was settled, there would be 
no Materialists; but it isn’t settled, and it 
is just as much an open question to-day as 
jt ever was. Says Prof. John Fiske: '*So 
far as I can judge, I should say that 
among highly-educated people the belief 
in a continuation of consciousness after 


present century. The belief has never 
been one that could be maintained on: sci- 
entific grounds.” Mr. Swan’s opinion of 
Professor Fiske is clearly expressed in his 
last epistle, but some of us hold him high 
in esteem because of his great ability 
and honest expression of his well-defined 
opinions. The rejection of a belief in 
Spiritualism should not, as I view it, place 
such people in the list of ** bigots,” and 
yet Brother Swan there places them, and 
would ‘‘leave them alone to enjoy the 
blessings of ignorance,” although he can 
not refrain from time to time jumping on 
such people because of their unbelief. Let 
him jump, I say, for Materialists do not 
fear criticism or the influence of discus- 
sion on the *'ism" to which they tie. I 
wish that all Spiritualists felt likewise, but 
alas! some plead for silence, in which faith 
they may swim without disturbance, like 
their brother Christians. Brother Swan has 
had a test—and I never knew a Spirit- 
ualist who wasn’t looking for fresh tests, 
and something more startling and conclu- 
siv to brace him up—and he wants it ex- 
plained on some other grounds than spirit 
manifestations. Wait a little - longer, 
Brother Swan, and science may yet reveal 
the seeming mystery, without putting an 
invisible spirit back of it, for a gas never 
before known has recently been discov- 
ered in the air, and the brilliant aurora 
borealis, which has puzzled the scientists 
so long, is now accounted for by the action 
of electricity on this heretofore unsus- 
pected element in our atmosphere. 

The possibilities of this gas are thought 
to be infinit, and science, we know, is yet 
in its infancy, thanks to the church, which 
once had all questions ‘‘settled,” and saw 
no need of disturbing the mental condition 
it had established. The message itself is 
the same old gag on that much-used ex- 
pression, ‘‘love for mankind," etc., and 
would not hav taxed the brain of an ordi- 
nary medium to produce it, for the words 
are keptin stock, and are daily used wher- 
ever mediums profess to receive and trans- 
mit communications from spirits. 

Had this medium revealed the presence 
and existence of argon in the atmosphere, 
told how to extract and manipulate it, the 
‘message would hav been something more 
than twaddle. But spirit-messages hav 
never yet startled the world with any sur- 
prising revelations. ‘‘Weare often with 
you, and send love,” is the customary 
style of spirit-message, but if anything 
specific and definit is expected it never ap- 
pears. Nothing not known somewhere and 
at some time in this world is ever revealed 
from the other, and Spiritualism now re- 
volves around a mass of well-worn plati- 
tudes, with absolutely nothing new or 
fresh in the shape of ideas. 

It is an exhausted subject, and if you 
hear a lecture on Spiritualism straight, you 
hear nothing not presented forty years ago. 
Its system of morality is no better than 
that of Materialism, and it is doing no 
more to lift the world higher, if as much; 
for science, which improves the conditions 
under which humanity exists, is thoroughly 
devoted to tangible matter and revealed 
forces which are ever and always inherent 
in matter. Science knows nothing of in- 
visible worlds peopled with spooks, and 
sees no occasion for wasting time in & vain 
search for such, when so little is known re- 
garding this material one and its possibil- 
ities. 

While Spiritualism is an improvement 
ou Christianity, because it has no hell ex- 
cept an unhappy mind, ıt has one thing in 
common with Christianity, and that is ¢on- 
flicting statements and assertions. No two 
**gpirits" agree in reports brought from 
‘over there," and no description of a 
spirit world was ever given that would ex- 
haust the imagination of a very ordinary 
intellect. Weare told of nothing that is 
not an invisible reflection of something 
seen in this world, and originality has no 
place in the descriptiv powers of ‘‘ spirits.” 
We are indebted to Spiritualism for noth- 
ing but assistance to hope, in deluding 
those who think snother life is desirable. 
It has given the world no secrets from the 
bosom of nature, and. outside those mani- 
festations that yet seem mysterious, but 
later on will be fully explained without 
the aid of another world, Spiritualism is 
nothing but a system of faith like every 
other belief based on the hope of immor- 


tality. We face the grave to-day with no 
absolute knowledge that consciousness ex- 
tends beyond it for any human being. 
Tables may tip and slates receive writing, 
but these facts depend on the presence of 
living human beings, and never is there 
any power or intelligence seen or mani- 
fested where flesh and blood is either dead 
or absent. C. SEVERANOR. 


Mortuary—A. B. Pikard. 


Mr. Eprror: The horrors of Infidel 
death-beds are the common stock-in-trade 
at church revivals. Christian bravery, 
however, like Christian fortitude, is but 
the common article in a new. dress. It has 
become but the idlest theological gossip to 
say that the Infidel is afraid to die. Again 
has this truth been exemplified, in the case 
of our old friend and co-worker, A. B. 
Pikard, the author of “The Deathbed 
Repentance of an Infidel,” found in this and 
the next number of Tug TRUTA SEEKER, 
All our Liberal lecturers who hay visited 
this city will recollect Grandpa Pikard. He 
was an admirer of Tan TRUTH SEEKER and 
an occasional contributor to its columns, 

Of pioneer stock in New York, born in 
Onondaga county, in its early settlement, 
with no educational advantages, he was 
pre-eminently a self-made man. After 
arriving atmanhood, working on the farm, 
studying evenings by the light of the 
world-renowned New England fireplace, 
he acquired the rudiments of grammar 
and arithmetic. Thus equipped, he en- 
gaged in teaching. Studying in advance 
of his classes, he soon acquired a fair edu- 
cation. Continuing in this vocation for 
some years, and taking a course of the- 
ology in connection, we next find him in 
the ministry. In this he remained for a 
number of years, winning the confidence 
and esteem of all who knew him. He was 
a minister of much ability. He tells us 
of his escape from the church. 

He drifted westward, halting in Illinois 
for a time, thence to Colorado in 1873, set- 
tling at Paeblo. The death of his wife oc- 
curring in that year, he removed to Canon 
City. The remainder of his life was spant 
with his daughter here and his son at Den- 
ver, until his death, which occurred at the 
latter city on the 27th of April, 1894, in his 
ninety-fifth year. 

It was about in his ninetieth year that 
he requested the undersigned to write 
through his dictation the ‘‘ Repentance ” 
above referred to, and to forward a copy 
of the same to Tar TRUTH SEEKER for 
publieation after his death. There was, 
however, an interruption, preventing ita 
completion at that time. He later wrote, 
in his own phonetic hand, the concluding 
paragraph, ‘‘ Is there a God?” signed aud 
delivered the entire paper into the writer’s 
care. 

At the time of the dictation of the ** Re- 
pentance,”’ and for a number of years pre- 
vious, and so far as the writer has been 
informed, to the timo of his death, he was 
a Materialist of the most pronounced 
type. It was the good fortune of the 
writer to be well and intimately acquainted 
with the old hero. His home was a mile 
distant from ours. He visited us quite fre- 
quently, as well as occasionally celebrat- 
ing his birthday in our family, the last 
one being the occasion of his ninety- 
first. 

He spent a large part of his time spread- 
ing the gospel of reason and common 
sense. Aggressiv in his work, he was the 
hero of a thousand battles with ministers, 
elders and priests. Nor did he seek any 
vantage ground in the conflict with the foe 
of mental liberty, the superstition of the 
church. With his favorit weapons, science; 
reason, and Common sense, the ram’s horn 
was & bubble on the seashore. He was 
ever Vigilant and untiring in the perform- 


-ance of what he considered his duty. He 


was a man of the most refined feeling, a 
friend of the weak and oppressed and a 
lover of liberty. Thoroughly in love with 
his race, had he been possessed of millions 
he would hav spent it all in ameliorating 
their condition and in achieving their 
emancipation from the: slavery of priest- 
craft. Logical and consistent in reason- 
ing, of an analytic and inquiring mind, & 
retentiv memory, and good reasoning pow- 
ers, he was ever reaching out into the 
world of thought for new truths. 
Joun}Looxx, 
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@hildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, WixoN, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Little Maid Who Raked the 
Hay. 

INSCRIBED TO CALLA DITTMER, AGED EIGHT. 

Once, when the summer grass was green 
And men had cut the hay, 

I saw a maid—a gypsy queen— 
Who sang sweet roundelay 

With larks that trilled across the way, 
That lovely June when grass was green, 

And my small maiden raked the hay 
Amid the summer sheen. 


Her happy eyes were softly blue, 
Her hair was bright with gold; 
She made a pretty picture, too. 
Her little rake to hold. 
And smiling sweet. but never bold, 
This living picture, warm and true, 
Turned swaths of grass, green fold on fold, 
Neath skies of summer b'ue. 


Her dimpled cheeks were flushed with red 
As roses in the bowers; 

The mocking-bird sang overhead 
Amongst catalpa flowers, 

And near the fountain’s silv'ry showers 
A yellow bird came down and said 

That she was “fairest of the flowers," . 
And waved hi little head, 


And sang, “Oh! little maiden, come with me 
And leave the russet hay; 
Come to my home beyond the sea 
Where flowers and song has every day.” 
She turned her rosy face away 
And said, “Go to that isle £o fair to see; 
Fly swift, sweet birdie, do not stay, 
Or I shal! be too late for tea.” 


Mary BAIRD FINCH. 
e  —— 


Sold by Auction. 


There is 2 pathos about an auction sale 
of household goods that touches the hu- 
man heart differently from anything else. 
Every article is invested with a history, 
and some pieces there are that speak vol- 
umes. There are the chairs with the 
**tidies" upon them, knitted by fingers 
long since changed to dust, the dining 
table around which once gathered a large 
and happy family. Now allare gone. Not 
one left to tell of bygone days and merry 
gatherings about the festiv board. The 
dishes, the precious old china, nicked a 
little here and there; old-fashioned plates 
and cups and saucers, brought out only on 
rare occasions, and prized more than gold. 
Books are there, bearing pencil-marks 
where passages seemed to possess peculiar 
interest. The eyes that read them long 
ago eiosed to all earthly scenes, and 
serenely sleep in the quiet of perpetual 
slumber. Little keepsakes scattered here 
and there, of no value now, but once so 
highly prized by the dead and gone 
owner of the same; pictures, quaint and 
olden; decorations, once beautiful and at- 
tractiv, now dusty and grimy, with the 
marks of sge and decay upon them ; cur- 
tains and draperies, whose faded folds 
would seem almost to shut out from 
eager eyes of purchasers the panorama of 
the past. I remember once, at an auction 
sale of household goods, the property of a 
maiden lady, who had died almost alone 
except for the presence of an aged wash- 
erwoman, the auctioneer held up & tiny 
pair of white kid gloves, very old in style 
and make. They had evidently been worn 
but once, at some wedding, perhaps, or 
party, when hope was young and the 
owner herself had lovers gay and hand- 
some. The gloves showed that the hands 
that had worn them were small and 
sbapely. 

“How much am I offered for the 
gloves?" asked the auctioneer. 

A dealer in second-hand goods called 
hoarsely, ‘Three cents!" and they went 
to him. Then there were the little kid 
slippers, just where she left them when 
removed for the last time. 

The feet they had encased were in the 
ground, and the grass was growing above 
them. Nobody seemed to care for the 
slippers except the second-hand dealer, 
and he got them at his own price. 

There was & case of knick-knacks, gifts 
from one and another at various times, 
fancy boxes, jewels, a little watch and 
chain, individual cupe, rare plates, bottles 


of perfumery, jewel cases, pin-cushions, Í 
bits of velvet and satin made into curious 
shapes. One by one, they were held up to 
the greedy eyes of purchasers, and sold, 
these things, hallowed to the owner each 
with its own certain interest. It seemed 
almost shocking that the things should be 
handled and scanned by the crowd. The 
jokes passed and loud laughter at the 
salies of would-be wit of the autioneer 
seemed somehow out of harmony with the 
time and scene. 

One other day I chanced to be present at 
another auction sale of household goods, 
for although I seldom find myself among 
the purchasers, a strange sort of fascina- 
tion draws me to such sales, 'This time, 
the owner of the premises, a woman, had 
gone hopelessly insane, and having no 
near relatives, a guardian had been ap- 
pointed. She had been placed in an asy- 
lum, and an auction called to dispose of 
her property for her support. She had 
become like a little child, it was said, and 
would not reslize what was being done 
with her goods and chattels if she should 
be told. Blessed thought. She did not 
know, and could not realize. 

It was on the 15th of March, 1895, 
and it was snowing. The house was old- 
fashioned, and was built when the town 
wasin its infancy, and the quarter had been 
once considered fashionable, but in later 
years was just the reverse. 

The sale attracted many men and women, 
antiquarians and others, from different 
sections. The rough and uncouth, the 
dirty and the clean, the refined and deli- 
cate, the ragged and the richly dressed, 
the curious, the searcher for relics and 
odd pieces, and the hard-fisted, business 
men, all mingled freely, exchanging views 
and opinions on the display of furniture 
and other articles. 

The women of the neighborhood, who 
had come in with shawls on their heads, 
gazed curiously upon the faces of those 
seldom seen in that locality, and who had 
come to purchase ‘‘Aunt Mary's" house- 
hold goods and gods, for the old lady had 
jealously guarded and loved her belong- 
ings. Antique tables, mahogany stands 
and desks brought good prices. Pewter 
porringers and brass candle-sticks were 
sold cheaply enough, but the blue and 
white ware, the plates with green leaves 
and pink roses, the old china teapots and 
quaint sugar bowls won good prices. 
There was a box of old jack-knives, worn 
and dulled with age. ‘‘ What did she keep 
those for?" asked one. Ah, but there 
were precious memories welded in with 
every rusty, broken blade, 
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WIXONS WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a. Student of Science. Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, 
12mo, 300 pp., #1. 

Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand. 
some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti. 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers: 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


A Liberal Romance, 


Bx J. W, SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 cents. Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER, 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S | Valuable Books orn 


" 


TELUSTRATED 
By Carey XX. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages aud the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 
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RIGHT LIVING | 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be. 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chureh. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents.  . 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘Think of 
& minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to indnce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 

Ge, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B, MOSS. 


With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


Contents—The Pagan Roots of Christianity 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. Original Sin and the 
Atonement. A Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Eyidence. Paley’s Evidences of 
Christianity” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 


Price, Cleth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment hat Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 
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SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were & Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
ITI. [f There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egreziously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, B 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is [llegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
an & Bketch of Astronomy. 
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BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y . 


Address 


Hygiene, 
Food and 
Diet, 
Marriage 
and 
Parentage, 
Etc. 


Hygiene of the Brain and the Cure of 
ervousness, By M. L. Holbrook 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1.50. ‘ Get this book and 
rend it, for it abounds in practical valuable 
knowledge."—(Cliicago Inter-Oecan. 


Eating for Strength. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1. “Tam delighted with 
it."—IH. B. Baker, M.D., Secretary Michigan 
State Board of Health. 

A Code of 


Parturition Without Pain. T 
Directions for avoiding most of the Pains and 
Dangers of Childbearing. By M. L. Holbrook, 

Price, by mail, $1. “A work whose ex- 
ccleneo surpasses our power to commend."— 
[New York Mvcning Mail.; 


Liver Complaint, Mental Dyspepsia, and 
Headache: Their Cure by Home Treat- 
ment. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. Price, b 
mail, $1. “Reading this hook I cured myself 
niter goveral docturs had failed.” —[T. C. Curtis, 


By Mrs. E, 
3 author of “What Women Should 
Know,” ‘ No Sex in Education,” ete. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs. Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 
writes: " Had I possessed this book ten years 
ngo it would havo saved mo ten years of in- 
yalidism, and J. should have been tho mother of 
healthy instead of sickly children." 

By J. 


Youth: Its Care and Culture, 
Mortimer Granville. $1. To this has been 
added a paper by that charming English 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the " Physical 
Edueation of a Girl" and a paper on the 
"Dress of Girls." Its retail price is $1. 


Talks to My Patients. By Mrs. R. B. 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for tho 
Maid, Wife, and Mother: with a beautiful Pho- 
tographic Portrait „of the Author. Price, by 

mail, $1.50. “We wish the chapter, * Confiden- 

lo Mothers,’ might bo published ag a tract 


The Relations of the Sexes. 
B. Duffey. 


tial 
and sent to every mother in the land.”—[Har- 
per’s New Monthly Magazine. 


The Better Way. An Appeal to Men in 
behalf of Human Culture through a wiser par- 
entage. By A. E. Newton. Price, by mail, 
25 cents. “It containsinformation and warning 
that are urgently needed.”—{Christian Union. 


Sexual Physiology. A Scientific and Pop- 
ular Expositiom of the Fundamental Problems 
in Sociology, By R. T. Trall, M.D. Price, b 
mail, $2. This work has rapidly passed throu. h 
forty editions, and the demand is constantly 
increasing. No such complete and valuabla 
work has ever before been issued. 


Fruit and Bread. A Natural and Sci-n- 
tific Diet. By Gustav Schlickeysen. Trans- 
lated trom the German, by M, Ü. Holbrook, 
M.D. In addition also it contains a Co:nplete 
and Radical Cure for Intemperance, by the Use 
of a Vegetable and Fruit Diet. By Chas. O. 
Groom Napier, F.R.S. 950 pages. Prico,$1. 


Three Books in One. From the Cradle 
to the School By Bertha Meyer. The Rights 


of Children. Dy Herbert Spencer. The Gov- 
ernment of Children. DyM.L. Holbrook, M.D. 


Price, by mail, . cloth, $1. “This 
a book worthy to DC ranked with tho best that 

, has ever been written conccrning the training 
of children.” —[Bazar. 


Vegetarianism the Radical Cure for In- 
temperance. By Harriet P. Fowler. 


Price, 30 cents, by mail. “It should he quietly 
given to every drinkcer."—[Hoerald of Health, 


Muscle-Beatings or, Home Gymnasties 
for Sick and Well. By C. Kemm, 


manager of the gymnasium of Rega. 80 cents. 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 
and Physiological Relations, and in their berr- 
ing on the producing of children of finer health 
and greater ability. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. 
The Scientite Amertcan says: "Books on this 
subject aro usually written by * cranks,’ but this 
is radically different: it is scientific, sober, 
clean, and worthy, of conscientious considera- 
tion by every possible parent, and particularly 
by the young. 

The Diet Cure. The Relations of Food 
and Drink to Health, Disease, Cure. By T. L. 
Nichols, M.D., editor London Herald of Llealth. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents, 


Medical Hints on the Protection and Man- 


agement of the Singing Voice. By 
Lenox Brown, F.R.C.S. 20th thousand. 80 cta. 


Deep Breathing; or, Lung Gymnastics. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mis, Horaco Mann writes: 
“Every book yon print is pure gold and de- 
serves wide circulation.” 


How to Strengthen the Memory. By M, 
L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. 9 


A Physician’s Sermon to Young Men, B 
Dr. W. Pratt. Price, 25 cents. Prof. R. 2 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer 
says of it: “Through false delicacy lads and 
youths are left tofallinto trouble, and not a for 

ave their pros pects of a healthy happy life ak 
solutely ruinod. The little book before us is in- 
tended to be pu into the hands of young men 
by fathers who are unwilling or incapable ox 
discharging a father’s duty in this respect; and 
as not one father in fen is, we believe, ready m 
do what is right by his boys himself, it is well 
that such a book as this should be available. Tf 
it is read by all who should read it, its salo will 
bo counted by hundreds of thousands." The 

ublisher will send 10 Copies by mail, postpaid, 
or $2. Should anyone desire them by the 10d 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by cor- 
respondence. 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as ‘‘Eye-openers,” in doing '" Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen~ 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Quod. 
sintenoy of Christians Generally. H. Clay 
Astro-Theology. L.L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 
be but an Allegorical representation of 
the sun’s course through the different 
Zodiacal signs.............. ccce 5 
Apostles of Christ. Austin Holyoake......... 5 
The Bible Qog God Disproved by Nature. W. E. 
DIGÓIRD.s save seek ves er teos Sat e mee 
Bible Tdolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll...... 
'vhe Bible: Is 1t Reliable as a Guide? O. Watts. 
Blasphemy and the Bible. C B Reynolds..... 
Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes as the Inspire E of God..... 5 
Buddhist Nihilism. . Prof. F. Max Muller..... 5 
Constantine the Great, Portraying the Ini- 
quity of the First Christian Emperor. 
. Preston.........e eene eren 3 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
his is the statute under which Mr. J 
B. Wise is now 1ndictcd for sending a 
verse from ihe Bible through the mail.) 
T. B. Wakeman...............-. NE 
Oruelty and Credulity of the H 
Dr. DanielArter.............-e eee 2 
Christianity & Borrowed System. Bennett. 2 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts 
The Christian Deity. Oharles Watts 
The Ohristian Faith. 200 Questions Without 


10 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between & 
hristian Missionary and a Chinese 
Mandarin ies sascictaxaissnruatueated sens 2 
The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts. 2 
The Church and Education. Anti-Jesuit..... 5 
The dureh and Freethought. Franklin 
HOLM OM irs sons checivas soaps fecbonpecesecssiees 
Congress and Sunday Laws. 
be Stop pped on Bunday?) By the quado 
of The Truth Seeker............ eee 3 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi. 
days. Potato leer rer nra R 1 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.. 1 
The Devil's Due Bills. or Give the Devil His 
Due. John Syphers FRE HUMUM EEG 2 
Danielin the Lion's Den. D. M. Bennett..... 2 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
Austin Holyoake 
Decadence of Christianity.. 
e Decline of Faith. J E 
Defense of Seoular Principles. 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of tho 
niverse? Austin Holyoake 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions e & Weak but 
Sincere Christian......... ....... esee 5 
The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 5 
Evolution Teaches Neither Athen m nor Ma- 
asm. R.S Brigham MR. 
Evolution of Israel's God. A. L. 
Essays on acles. David fida 
Father, Son, and s DAS ost. 
The Fear of D Degth 
Foundations. John 8 
Free gee and Fre 


T PE i OnESHOES 
Bennett 


y hers. ....... 
e Prose. 


h 1 

Few Words bout the Devil. Chas. Bradlaugh 3 

Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas.Watts 8 

The Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besant.... 2 

German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 1 
The Gospel of Christianity and the Gospel of 

Freethought. Annie Besant . ee 2 

Has Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh 3 

Heaven and Hell: 

Holyoake 

Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of E 

Occurrence. Prof. Louis E!sberg 3 

Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh. E] 
If You Take Away My Religion What W: you 

Give Mein ltsStead? H, B. Martin, M. p: El 

0 

1 


Is America the New World? L.L Dawson... 1 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher 
Infidels and Oharity. Franklin Steiner...... 
Ingersoll Catechised.  Wi.h Mr. Ingersoll’s 
Poem on Robert Burns................. AS 
Ingersoll on McGlynn 
he liis rye Endure: "Their Cause and Cure 


we 


J n rok an ict le J pie E Romaburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Faden. s 
Labor’s Prayer. Charles Dradlaugh. 
Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake. 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
of Jesus Ohrist..... eese se 5 
Logic of Death: or Why Should the Atheist 


Fear toDie? By G.J.Holyoake ....... 8 
The Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 

ples of Freethougpt. G. J. Holyoake.. 8 
Lusisrons Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 5 
Liberty and Morality. Moneure D. Conway. à 


The Liberty of Priuting Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 8 
Literature of the Insane, F.R Marvin, M.D. 5 
"Manna," Orthodox Descriptions of How 
People are off in He 
Materialism and Cr.me. B FUnderwood.... 5 
Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts........ 3 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Oriticism of Re- 
vival Doctrine 
Natural] Religion vs. Revealed Religion. An- 
nie Besaut. 
New Life of Abraham. "Charles Bradlaugh.. i. 


m 


New Li of Moses. 
The New Faith. J.L S 

The New Age. W. S Bell 

The Old Religions and the New. W. S. Bell.. 

On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant.......... * 

On Prayer, Annie Desané............... pers 

On the Religious Education of Ohildron. 
Annie Besant. Written during her 
Transition from Obristianity.. 2 

Open Letter & my Old Friends the Quakers. 


ETE dee de werecieisio wes 6 eee 1 
Orthodoxy. “Robert G Ingerioll 10 
Our Father in Heaven. Poem by Oh 
Stephenson .........- 1 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Chr 
shore. : 5 
Paine and Wesley. John "E Remsburg . 5 


Plea for Impartial Taxation. SB Duryea, T 
Wakeman, G B Hawes................. 5 
Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Philosophy of Secularism. arles Watts.... 2 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as described 
by the Bible. Per dozen.... 10 
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The Em of Humanit 
nal Punishment. Pb 


A. G. Humphre: 
A gralis ee Book A Review of Greg’s 
Greed oF Tub H. W. Douglas 
in Canadian Sp*ctator..........--- esses 
The Safe Side, (direc 
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Secular Rosponsibifiy. O lyoake...... 2 
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Superstition Displaye Pitt’s Celebra- 
ted Letter to the Secta of Great Britain 1 

“Science of the Bible." Being the Rev. John 


J Jasper’ 8 Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 
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" What is the imis saab este veecivuseses "ES! 
Wonders of Prayer. D M Bennett............ 1 
Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 65 
WasChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.. 10 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN =e BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are bears 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal direct 

he reader's sense of logio, and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as gonvineing. 


Price, cloth, $1. 
THE "TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


amphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
dene or Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
& glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa, 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and. Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 
This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the taots, figures, 
and arguments to be found. he figures. bein 
Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, wi. 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 sh 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence e arguments are unanswerable 
nd will hav the dew of morning ou them so lon. 
as the peer of church exemption is suffere 
40 8xiS 
By sing!e copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
teduotions are made: 
l'en copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies - - - - 4.50 
Jne hundred copies = - 8.00 
Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay On Suicide." 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


c06905€690 
,| een AAA 


060999000000009€6600995050095900200000 
T URN ne 


1492| Columbus tolngersoll 11892 


400 Years 


OF 


Large Octavo, 1165 


With The 


| RARE 


ber that this superb work 


"Were getting a little impatient 


i getting it out was due to the 


jfere times as many portraits. 


multiplied to one hundred and 


properly estimating the expense 


investment. 
not only satisfied—more than 


thought as a manifestation and 
organized force. 


0000000000000000 


= 
= 
C 
C 
ct 
ET 
Q 
- 
Ja 
=} 
e 


: 


LLL LLL AAALAIAA LUUD LI LLLLLLLUÁ i 
P MULA LLLI AAAA A 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Back, Marbled Edges. 
Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 


have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 
lrealize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 


(per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 


stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
li liundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 


that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 


of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 


lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Yrars or FREE- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 


With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
‘magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With " The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 28 al Place, New York. 
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was at last ready for delivery. It 
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Such was the case, however. In- 


forty-one! Considering the fact 


of the extra three hundred pages 
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influence; in Part Second, as an 


It 
It is a world book and a home 
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GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the; powers of government, and 
an argument, for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER’S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


new edition of that s splendid rose poem 

«fire by "the prince of orators,” Col. 
Ingers It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 

table as an ornament. Inthe center of the card 
appear the dod by the, of the Colonel and the baby, 

gurround e by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, 2s far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 13x18 inches, and 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


Address 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. 
.By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
2FLafavette place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers H 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: :ongs of 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, ani » herp oets 
and sin them in your homes, maki ig ..em hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND For A cory -G/éen cloth, 
Bilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 3 <.s. 
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Jot fer Parsons. Some Good Pamphlets at Low Pries. 


**Wuv do you receive so many tools i in 
your order?" was said toa Jesuit. '* We 
need saints."— Voltaire. 


Brsmor: ‘Do you think it is right to 
partake of this hash on Friday?" Low 
Church Clergyman: ‘‘ Entirely orthodox; 
it is composed of the thirty-nine articles." 
— Puck. 


Mrs. Foaa: **Only think of it! They 
do say that Mr. Figg was seen playing whist 
last Sunday. Isn’t it awful!” ''*Mr. - Fogg: 
But then, you must remember that Figg 
plays so poorly." 


«Waar are you going to preach about 
to-morrow?” asked a Harlem minister’s 
wife of her husband. ‘‘I am going to 


preach about female vanity." ‘‘ You will 
hav to select some other topic. I’m going 
to wear my new dress and hat."— Texas 
Siftings. 


Winny Wiaerns: ‘‘ Will you please tell 
me where the text was dis mornin." The 
Pastor: ‘* Why, certainly, my little man! 
The second chapter of John, the fourth 
verse. Iam pleased to know that one so 
young is so anxious to remember my 
text.” Willy Wiggins: ‘‘Yes; I played 
hookey from church dis morning, and dad 
allers asks me der text, to see whedder I 
was dere or not. "— Puck, 


In a recent article in the New York 
Tribune, J. B. Gaylord says that ‘‘ The 
Musselmans of India are no better than 
Christians, and it is rarely, if ever, safe 
to trust them." Several of the church 
journals in this country hav printed 
** Didn’t-I-tell-you-so?” articles without 
stopping to take in the full meaning of the 
writer's words. Mr. Gaylord is a circas 
man and probably came in contact in the 
East with just the sort of Musselmans who 
occupy a social and intellectual position 
similar to that occupied by American 
Christians who follow the circus business. 
—Moslem Worid. 


A country judge in Hungary gave a 
decision a few days ago of which Solomon 
himself might be proud. Members of the 
Nazarene sect in the town of Gyoma re- 
quested his honor to be allowed to crucify 
one of their number, ‘‘ who was a messiah, 
and had been called to heaven to save 
men." The judge for a moment was 
dumb-founded.  ''Friends," he replied, 
after recovering his senses, **I do not 
wish to interfere with your religious prac- 
tices. If your messiah wishes to be cruci- 
fied, let him prepare for death. Remem- 
ber, however, that if he does not rise 
again in three days, I shall cause every 
one of you to be hanged.” The Naza- 
renes, it is needles to add, allowed their 
chief to liv.— Exchange. 


EranmrY years ago Uncle Gideon Good- 
win was one of the characters of this 
town. At that time the Methodists used 
to gather at the houses to hold their 
prayer meetings, and as Gideon was a de- 
vout worshiper of that creed, he was a 
regular attendant. One night the meeting 
was held at the honse of Harlow Harden, 
and Gideon wasthere. In those days ex- 
citement ran high, and just as the en- 
thusiasm of the assemblage was wrought 
to the highest pitch, ‘‘ Uncle Harden,” 
as he was always called, arose to his 
feet, and lifting up his hands, shouted in a 
voice full of fervor: ‘‘ Glory to Gideon!” 
Hardly had the chorus of amens which 
this utterance called forth died away when 
Goodwin, who thought that the praise was 
meant for him, and was bound to return 
the compliment, jumped up and said: 
**(G]ory to you, too, Uncle Harden!” 
That broke up the meeting.— Gardner 
(Me.) Reporter-Journal, 


THERE is a story in connection with a 
witness in a London court, an intelligent 
mechanie, who on being asked his occu- 
pation, answered, ‘‘I am a worm hole 
maker.” The judge was so surprised 
with such an answer that he exclaimed— 
66 W-h-a-t!” “A worm-hole maker, please 
your worship." ‘*‘ What do you mean, 
air?” inquired the jadge, sharply. ‘‘ Why,” 
explained the man, “I am employed in 
Wardour street to make worm holes in 
furniture wot Americans and country folks 
come there to buy as antiques." A very 

. good name to bestow on a large part of the 
clergy of our time. They are of the sare 
trade—''worm-hole makers," They work 
atit steadily. Their business is to take 
the institutions of the present age and 
work with all industry to convert them 
into ‘‘ antiques.” They want to see worm- 
holes in them, or else they cannot abide 
them. The new isn't right until it is all 
honeycomed with worm-holes, It must 
be made to look old, at any rate. There 
must be something of the Middle Ages 
about it, or even far back of that. To 
stop short of Calvin would look altogether 
too new. Real orthodoxy dotes on worms. 
—Bunner of Light. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly ior 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve. for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
m zm osin the S Inconsistenoy of Christians 

use. 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 

and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walke 

CHRIS TIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Paik Gage by the Bible. O B Whit- 


DID "AN. FALL? Ti the Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W G 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture b Y 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonab 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
que oi then most effective ever written by any 

ree 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world non the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
o's at Chicago. One of outs Wettste.n's 

i attacks on Spirituali 
OF IN FIDELUTY. To 
HE s is ui à poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, “What Has Infidelity, Done?" shonid be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


now? GAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 

Supernatural] Conceived, and did he Rise 
ead? Israel W Groh. 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. "Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLER VTIOÓON 
A discussion between Col Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. “Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Con- 
dert is. is ia Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 

Totes 

MATERIALISM: Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. s Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE. WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of ihe biis Testament One of John Peck’s 


MOSES’ "BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

Ww D. ‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. 
and you take away God—tte image vanishes.” 

This popu: rt, therefore, is a consideration 

of what kind of ei God man should make. | 

THODO: Putn 


ORTH 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest prendo God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Nocona “Birth, Ins iratiou, Tne Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought The 
Resurrection The Judgment-Day, ous 
Evasions, * No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, fhe Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Vter- 
nal Punishment, Some who dre Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture i is 


Take away man 


on the famous text, oe Clergy know that I | In the nature of things, 


know that they do not know. 

PERSON 4L EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
ROBABLE, L. R. Smith. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FnepERIOK Doverniss and Cor, RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL 0" the Decision of the 
United Sta'es Court uat che Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of e. Colonel Iusersoll’s speech 

occupies 38 

! PULPIT, PEW " FAND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerlers against him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 


THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K 
DOPO D best lectures, and it is, like all of 
is, very g 
THE- ROLEING LION ON THE TRACK. 
M. Babcock's comical sermons. 
SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
fist Betisen, Reason and Superstition. T O 
1 
ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Fresenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged £e el. Seigneuret. 


SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimical to chastity. s and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FR A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Boing tre Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The desoriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's" &universary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lf of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth», George Eliot. 
and L^ngfe 

WAS CHRIST. “CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower A lxwyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's alleged acie whi^h would lead one 
tothat conclusion. UK Washburn 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu nem. 
Tre title poem, is perhaps the host popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it hav^ been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
and the Raal. Not Dead, bat Living 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature'a Gos el, 
Add:ess to Deity, and tne short po«m so often 
recited yi Yin reat effect by Charles Watts, 

iye U 


WILL THE "COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
Tora Ns _ Underwood joined the Paychio Re- 


XY. “A lecture by Colonel WORKS! FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr ss at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman’s 
Subjugation, Ihe Janon Law and Its Effects 

pon H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman snsan 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage Ag- 
socia ion of Denver. Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and !welve 


for & dollar. 
Aic resa THE TRUTH REEKER. OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh. 


It will 
Corner 
the 
Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


£00 res. 200 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 
Some Giants, 
The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote 
Abraham, bart ida Great Ancestor, 
A Queer F amily 
Taane and His ' Vister, 
One of Twins, 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man 'of Dreams, 
Holy Moses 
Balaam the Diviner, 


Bloody Joshua, 

'The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon. 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Gurtable as Water, God Shall N 

nstable as Water, Go all Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, 

Some Btories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York city, 


RAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


‘In the nature of things there ean be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 


Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
** Voltaire " and * Lincoln," and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de. 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men." A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand. 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INGERSOLL’'S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln— said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

*An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought." 

A lecture by IwaEBsOLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Br OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Jonrney from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. : 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 conta. 
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Come of G5 houat. 


IwvELLIGENOE is man's headlight.— Gal- 
veston News. 


OvrrTVATE the right tendencies in bu- 
manity and the wrong onés must die out. 
— Elizabeth Harrison. 


Ir being orthodox you die at the stake, 
you are a martyr; if being a heretic — why, 
then, you are a man burnt.— Rev. James 
Martineau, 


ETHICAL judgments must take account 
of the fact that the effort, bodily or men- 
tal, which is easy to one is laborious to 
another.— Herbert Spencer. 


Ir a tulip could speak, and said, '' My 
vegetation and I are two distinct beings, 
evidently joined together,” would you not 
mock at the tulip?— Voltaire. 


Sunpay worship is a thing of the past. 
It is one thing to keep Sunday as a day for 
physical, intellectual, and moral improve- 
ment, and quite another thing to make the 
day an object of increasing idolatry.— 
Spirits, Cincinnati, 


Tar noble army of non-resistant martyrs 
would hav died in vain were their work 
unaided by the more serviceable army of 
strennous objactors. It requires daily 
courage and inexhaustible stamina to fight, 
to object, to **kiok " for right and rights. 
—The New Unity. 


Tur vaunted freedom from creeds of 
Unitarianism has been something like the 
boasted absence of state religion in the 
United States—an absence which leaves us 
fettered by the Sabbath, taxed for an army 
of explicitly unconstitutional chaplains, 
and taxed to support all churches because 
church property is not taxed.—Moncure 
D. Conway. 


Taure is but one use for law, but one 
excuse for government—the preservation 
of liberty—to giv to each man his own, to 
secure to the farmer what he produces 
from the soil, the mechanic what he in- 
vents and makes, to the artist what he ore- 
ates, to the thinker the right to express 
his thoughts. Liberty is the breath of 
progress. — Ingersoll. 


Tar time is past for repression. Des- 
potism has done its work; but the day of 
despotism is gone, and the only remedy is 
a full and fair investigation. Things will 
never right themselvs if they are let alone. 
It is idle to say peace when there is no 
peace; and the concealed imposthume is 
more dangerous thau au open wound. The 
church authorities still refuse to look their 
difficulties in the face; they prescribe for 
mental troubles the established doses of 
Paley and Pearson; they refuse dangerous 
questions as sinful, and tread the round of 
commonplace in placid comfort. But it 
will not avail.—J. A. Froude. 


Ir is absurd to believe, as we must be- 
lieve, that the individual upon any ground 
should abdicate his self-hood and submit 
his spiritual nature atany time to the de- 
cisions of majorities. It is grotesque that 
the gods should be made to starve in creeds 
—that any man or woman should be 
brought to the border-land of effacement 
and be led to believe that the instinct of 
autonomy which asserts itself in each per- 
sonality is an infinit sham to which men 
must slavishly surrender. It is all gro- 
tesque. Itis all natural too. We are all 
grotesque. Everything is absurd without 
freedom. Everything seems rational and 
to assume its right place when freedom 
arrives. Private right can never be re- 
spected under slavery. It is always re- 
spected under freedom. The individual 
can prosper only when he is in a propitiat- 
ing atmosphere.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Wzirn a fairly extensiv knowledge of the 
writers of my own period, I can honestly 
‘say that I hav scarcely met one individual 
who has not deteriorated morally by the 
spursuit of literary fame. For complete 
literary success amoug contemporaries, it 
‘is imperativ that a man should either hav 
‘no real opinions, or be able to conceal such 
‘a8 he possesses, that he should hav one eye 
‘on the market and the other on the public 
journals, that he should humbug himself 
into the delusion that book-writing is the 
highest work in the universe, aud that he 
should regulate his likes and dislikes by 
one law, that of expediency. If his nature 


md 


Catarrh Cannot Be Cnred 


with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they cannot 
reach the seat of the disease. Catarrh is a blood 
or constitutional disegs^, and in order to cure it 
you must takeinternal remedies. Hall's Catarrh 
Cure is taken internally, and acts directly on the 
blood and mucous surfaces. Hall’s Catarrh Oure 
is not a quack medicine. It was prescribed by 
one of the best physicians in this country for 
years, and is a resular prescription. It is com- 
posed of the best toni*s known, combined with 
the best blood purifiers, &cting directly on the 
mucous surfaces. The perfect combinstion of 
the two ingredients is what produces such won- 
oo pauls in curing Oatarrh. Send for testi- 
monials, free. 
F. J. CHENEY & OO., Props., Toledo, O. 
W^ Sold by Drugeists, 750. : 


is in arms. against anything that is rotten 
in society or in literature itself, he must 
be silent. Above all, he must lay this sol- 


|emn truth to heart, that when the world 


speaks well of him the world will demand 
the price of praise, and that price will 
possibly be his living soul. He may tinker, 
he may trim, he may succeed, he may be 


buried in Westminster Abbey, he may hear: 


before he dies all the people saying, '* How 
good and great he is! how perfect is his 
art! how gloriously he embodies the ten- 
dencies of his Time!" but he will know all 
the same that the price has been paid, and 
that his living soul has gone, to furnish 
that whitewashed sepulcher, a Blameless 
Reputation.— Robert Buchanan. 


Versus 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 


By T. C. WIDDICO" BE, 
Price, 10 Cents. For sale at this Office. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office. 


Science Religion, 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.............. 4. $025 

Men, qomen, and Gods, Helon H. Gar- "m 
ODOR) eere ies toe ve ee rses E 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- : 

DIC NER RREARU OT 
Anemon k Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- ae 

ne e. 
Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck.... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire..... 10 
TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrate 4e 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

son. Robert OC. Adams,............ . 85 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Müller: :.......... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- us 

DAM sec sie ot uence AR PREFERE es 
The Higher COriticismin Theology and Re- 

igion. E. Longshore............... . 56 

Issums oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. lllustra- m 
m nM pL Iq S vs 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- du 

25 

50 

25 

. Cock,.......... EHE ease sue 1b 
Liberty in Literature, Testimonial t 
‘alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll............;. 2 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

Prootor................. TORRES 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 

Th HOP slo Abridzed 77 eaea htss gus PR E 
e Holy Bible Abridged....................- 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
OMBDULE........ 20 cece cece €— veces 10 
Issues or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
. Ingersoll, .........eseeeenseceseenee e 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
, manD.........eee qeitengtvtteii ge 50 
‘Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ......cccccssccceccecccscess 25 

Resurrection of Jesus........... ee ere. 40 
andbook of Freethought. W.8. Bell...... 50 
Religion & Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. S. P. Putnam............. 25 

Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. © 01065 
Abraham Lincoln: Was 

John E. Remsburg...... UPPER 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 

trated. P. Putnam.......... esee ids 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine......... idee 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 

LL 50 

10 
25 
ecseseseas seed nee eaae 10 
Issuns or 1894.—$3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Relf-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr — 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasoris Why It Should 
[TP jo Sis aie’ sino cam OS 15 
Congress and Sunday Laws ................. 5 
The Better World. A dip into the future 

of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- 

WICK PR DUAVA se 50 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 10 
Religion and the Bible. old subject in 

the light of modern thought. F.D. 

Cummings............. eee eren 50 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

. lllustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 

L.G. Reed.......ccecccceescccssnegcesses 15 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 

marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 

Wa the Christ Principle, ete. « 

Mlis ......... eee ee eene een eere m 10 


` During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 


as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Single numbers sod at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 
The Glory of Infidelity 
WITH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Ohristians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a Copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


—THE— 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


STATE. 
Í 8 Full~Page 
"1; Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS2N HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
. THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
2 “s The Church Robbing the People. 
3 s Thanksgiving. 


Woman and the Church. 

st The Church and Thomas Paine. 
be Studies in Natural History. 
The Bible and Science. 

The Clergy and Their Flocks, 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 


a 
- 


“ 'The Lord and His Works. 
diee Prayer. 
0 " The Creeds. 


P bp I OS 
E 


Christians and Mohammedans. 


9 represent Samples of Christianity's Work, 
5 Missionaries. 
The Lord's Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
The Church and Slavery. . 

riests and Politics. 

eland and the Church. . 
Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegoriés. 
Heaven. 


LL. 
Mi cstanoons: 


2$?2$255222225rz; 


AAO piod rio iM tr 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
wi 


fore appeared iu this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like i$ 


lished. We must give the Trut. 


lever again be pob 
al 


Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o. 


At twice the price1t would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston ag a portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volame.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ares do not make up the whole of .his volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondl 
ocrisy O 
is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put ‘n the 


falsity of the church’s professions and the h 
00 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


as texts to prove the utter 
ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


NO “BEGINNING ;?’’ 


OR. 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
" Creation" or " First Cause” of things. 

By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


" This volume discusses the question of & cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the unlearned can understaud, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one ot the most comprehensive and conclusive 
work: on the subject we remember seeing.”—THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, boun: neatly aud strongly in cloth. 

Parcg, $1; POSTPAID. 


DELI THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OowrrrEgD BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Offise. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m'les of Media county seat 
and within four mites of Chester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the p'ace.some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting cond tion. Héuse 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 


| 
| 


9 miles from Philadetphia. Trolley line b3tween ` 


Media and Chester, with less tha fitg minutes 
walk. 

The place is specially well locate? florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residehce for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Hight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
peracre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AWD THEIR DOINGS 


AO00UNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
Gent. Samples free, 


and expenses. Lady or 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 
guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5308, Boston, Mags. 
02 8G 62-62 606060080 
@ AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! 
@ , ‘Ye want 1000 more active agents before @ 
JalyNst. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
è can be easily madein any locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and ^llow 50 per 9 
@ cent. commission on all sales., Send to- ur e 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in @ 
silver orstamps. , Established in 1882. Ad. 
è dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
O., Boston, Mass. 
OD 0-200 0000023060000 


pi 
| 


eot 
"s 


y 
mi nag x. 


Charges 
—- Vario: 
ele, Wentat and Physical Debility 
and who are desirous of being cured, a 
booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 
iving causes and symptoms Of the cow: 
laints, and a description of the Doctor's 


S 


E ~ important medical discovery—an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
oes, Address, DR. R, P. FELLOWS, — 
fay where you saw this adver. - Vineland, N. 8 


NOW READ Taas! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL anl a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which shonla 
give confidence to those afflicted. 


THE TRUTH 


SEEKER. 


[Jury 18, 1895 
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JY ows of the (Uso. 


Oren gambling has been stopped in 
Saratoga Springs, for the present, 


Tex people were killed by a flood and 
washout at Winona, Mo., on July 6th. 


THz Pullman Company has advanced 
the pay of its 4,000 employees 10 per cent. 


On July 4th thirteen spectators of a 
bicycle race at Buffalo were injured by the 
collapsing of the grand stand, 


Tue Populists of Kentucky hav nomi- 
nated T. S. Pettit for governor and C. S. 
Bate for United States Senator. 


RzoENTLY a thousand tons of Ohio 
Steel were shipped from Youngstown to 
England. It is the first event of the kind, 


THe average cost of hauling a ton of 
freight one mile in Europe is two cents. 
In the United States it is four-fifths of a 
cent, 


Tur Supreme Court of Kansas decides 
that Mrs, Mary A. Lease is not entitled to 
the place she claims on the state Board of 
Charities. 


THERE was a severe wind storm at Chi- 
cago and in the vicinity on July 7th. 
Many boats were capsized and several 
lives lost. 


By the giving way of the bridge that 
spans the St. Joseph river at Bristol, 
Ind., more than seventy persons were in- 
jured on July 4th. 


JupGE Ross, of California, has decided 
the suit of the United States for $15,- 
000,000 against the Leland Stanford estate 
against the government, 


Tue three post office robbers, Killoran, 
Allen, and Rassell, wanted in so many 
places in the United States, escaped from 
Ludlow Street Jail in this city on July 4th. 


J. T. CARTER, the ink and mucilage man- 
ufacturer of Boston, was drowned while 
bathing at Harwich, near Cape Cod, on 
July 5th. He was about sixty years of 
age. 


Ix Minnesota the grasshopper machines 
sometimes gather as many as 8,000 bushels 
of grasshoppers in one day. "There are 
more than 400 hundred of these machines 
at work, 


Tue Missisissippi steamer Lady Lee 
sunk near Mempnis on July 6th, It is sup- 
posed that at least twenty persons lost 
their lives. The boat struck on a reef off 
Island No. 60, 


Tue French hav lately had very san- 
guinary battles with the Hovas in Madagas- 
car, defeating them with great slaughter. 
Of course France has no ethical sanction 
for her occupation of the Island. 


Cart. Henry W. Howaars, convicted 
of forgery and falsification of accounts as 
disbursing officer of the United States Sig- 
nal Service, has been sentenced to eight 
years’ imprisonment in the Albany peni- 
tentiary. 
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A DEVIL OF A TIME.—Mat, viii, 32, 


Ox July 4th, at Siberia, Ind., a German 
picnic was attacked by a gang of roughs 
and in the desperate fight which followed 
three men were killed, five mortally 
ponndem and about fifty more severely 

urt. 


Tue Cuban insurgents claim that the 
Spanish troops are practically shut up in 
the cities, the Cubans holding three-fourths 
of the Island. Even one of the suburbs 
of Havana has been put under martial law 
by the Spanish commander, 


IT is understood that the Pope has re- 
lieved the wage earners of the church, in 
the United States, from the obligation to 
fast on any days except Fridays, Ash Wed- 
nesday, the Wednesday and Saturday of 
Holy Week, and the vigil of Christmas, 


THERE was 8 religious riot in East Bos- 
ton on July 4th, the Catholics attacking a 
procession of Orangemen, A. P. A.’s, and 
members of other similar organizations, 
The Protestants were prepared for the 
anticipated conflict, and the result was one 
innocent spectator killed, a Catholic mor- 
tally wounded, and a large number of par- 
ticipants and spectators more or less in- 
jured, This trouble will make the situa- 
tion in Massachusetts more delicate than 
ever, for the religious passions of both 
factions sre fearfully aroused, 


MionazgL CLEARY, of Clonmel, Ireland, 
who, assisted by the woman’s father and 
several of his neighbors, burned his wife, 
Bridget Cleary, to death, because he 
thought her a witch, or fairy, has been 
sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment. 
His accomplices were sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment ranging from six months 
to five years, The church killed millions 
of people on the charge of witchcraft, but 
it is not recorded that any of the murder- 
ers were punished for their cruel crimes. 
The conviction of Cleary and his abettors 
shows that science and Freethought hav 
partially civilized the Christian world. 


Inuinois follows Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania in adopting the indefinit- 
sentence plan for dealing with its peni- 
tentiary convicts, All prisoners, except 
those convicted for murder and arson, will 
serve such time between the minimum 
and maximum term prescribed by law for 
their offenses as the warden and peniten- 
tiary commissioners deem to be justified 
by their conduct. Those officers may also 
establish regulations under which a pris- 
oner may be paroled and go out to work 
for himself and family, to be returned to 
prison to serve out the full term if he vio- 
lates the parole. This can be done only 
when arrangements hav been made for 
honorable and useful employment for & 
term of not less than six months, without 
expense to the state. 


SECRETARY M. R. Leverson, of the 
Anti- Vaccination Society of America, wants 
to put the claims for vaccination to a sys- 
tematic and thorough test, and so he sends 
to the boards of health all over the coun- 
try this proposition: ‘‘ That there be 
selected 10,000 children, in similar condi- 
tions of life, of the ages of (say) three 
months to one year, at present unvaccin- 
ated, the parents or other lawful guardians 


of 5,000 of whom shall be willing, and of 
the other 5,000 unwilling, that they 
should be vaccinated; that the first 5,000 
shall then be vaccinated by health offi- 
cers, the other 5,000 to continue unvaecin- 
ated; that the whole 10,000 be kept, so far 
as the parents wil permit, under the ob- 
servation of boards and of physicians to be 
selected by the society ; that the vital 
statistics of the 10,000 children be then 
published yearly." 


PUBLICATIONS. 


‘Intercourse Between the Soul and Body." 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 


Interestip 
* Four 


“True Christian Religion." 982 pp........ 1.50 

* Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1, 2, 3,4 each, $1 

Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 
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Something M 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 
THE 


BETTER WORLD 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Baw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms or religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Christian religion. i 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in BE 59 cents in cloth. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Laughing Babies 


are loved by_everybody. Those raised on the 
Gail Borden Eagle Brand Coudensed Milk are 
comparatively free from si^kness. Infant Health 
isa valuable pamphiet for mothers. Send your 
address fora copy to the New York Condensed 
Milk Company, New York. 


HOME AGAIN. 


After a delightful trip and healthful vacation 
I have returned home ready for business, and 
shall hereafter be found at the old store person- 
ally attending to all orders and work my many 
friends may favor me with. 

It will be my special endeavor to please all and 
to conduct business in such a manner that it will 
be an object and to the interest of all to favor me 
with their kind orders. A 

If in need of a Diamond, Watch, any piece of 
Jewelry, Silver or plated ware, Emblem or 
Watch work, please seud to me and I will posi- 
tivly send you vest goods at lowest prices. 

Price lists on application. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spoon; The Freethought Badge. 
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You will ride 
a Bicycle 


Of course you will ride. Allthe 
world will—fashion, pleasure, 
business — men, 
women, children, 
It takes a while 
sometimes for the 
world to recog- 
nize its privileges; 
but when it does 
it adapts itself 
promptly. There- 
fore, you who are 
in the world will 
ride a bicycle—a 


COLUMBIA 


bicycle if you desire the best the 
world produces; a Hartford, the 
next best, if anything short of a 
Columbia will content you. 
Columbias, $100; Hartfords, 
$80 $60; for boys and girls, $50. 


POPE MFG. C0., Hartford, Conn. 


Boston, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Providence, Buffalo. 
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A Catalogue—comprehensive, beautiful—at any 
agency free, or by mail fortwo 2-cent stamps. The 
book tells of all the now Columbias and Hartfords 


— mn 


Writes every letter insight of operator. 

Does most of the work in writing AUTOMAT- 

[M ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved 
M additional work. 


M Itacts as if it studied the convenience of 
B the operator at every turn, and thereby 
Bi lightens his labor and renders him capable 
Mi of doing more. 
It has aknack of keeping well, and is al- 
ways ready at critical or other times. 


These are some of the reasons why it is 
M different from all other writing machines. 


E The catalogue tells you more about it. 
FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. C0., 


207 Broadway, New York. 
189016 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 Just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advanoe their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Usa..stlanity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notareal benefit to man. . 

rice, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pocket Theology. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terze, witty, and sarcastio definitions of theo. 
logical terms. Price, 2% conta. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 22, No, 29. | PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } 


New York, Saturday, July 20 1895. 


28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 
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IT WONT WORK—TRYING TO FIT A LARGE MAN TO A SMALL CREED. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 


greatly extend the circulation of Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 


First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NE W SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FBREETHINKER’s PrororraL Text-Boor, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS) 
` And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offér: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
ProrortaL TgxT-Boox. 

The pictures in the FREETHINKER'S ProTORIAL 
Texr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church's 
elaim to being & divine and beneficent institution, 
&nd to reveal the abuses of & union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Huston 
and include & portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 


giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivE DOL- 
LARS’ WORTA FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES, 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtfal if another one like it 
will ever again be published, We. must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—/Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
erslism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprrok Truts Serger: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “ corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Barzy. 
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WITH 
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LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 
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For $6.50 we will send Tar Taurum SEEKER one year ($8) and S.P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Hunprep YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious snd 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


vocer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


AY P EC 1A L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


“FOU HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT " 
FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF TTS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 

OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated By WATSON 


Or , if preferred, a copy cloth-hound of HESTON, 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


e^ 


For $5 we willsend Taz Terura SzEkER one year ($3) and “ Paine's 
great Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tax Trurs SzzExxs one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tue TRUTH Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has overa thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scieniific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tug TauvrH SzExER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue TaurH SEEKER ore year ($3) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tan TauvH SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurs Szzxzr one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

ONE YEAR. 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin » 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION. MS Pin and Tor. Em 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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CEDE 


The SEKER ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4 75. Sugar Spoons and ''nuTB BEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Bugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 500. more, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER EP 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Scientific Books Cheap 


Out of various importations and pur- 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 


JINGLES OF formers. The Biographies of three hun- 


chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75cenís. 

English: Past and Present By Richard Chene- 
yix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By S. 

a, Lug. 7% cents, 

Formation or Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

_ habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. i 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 

other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 
o books in one volume. "75cents. | . 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourternth century, aud the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 

. % cents. 

Glimpses of Nature. By Auurew Wilson, F R. 

B.E.. F.L B., with 35 Illustrations. gL 
A Psychological Study. y James 
Sully. % cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.3., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geo'oyical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R 8. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 

iliams, F.C.S. Two books ın one volume 
75 cents. . . 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 

en. 75 cents. 


Harwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzorcs J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended vo be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. : 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Hnxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regari;ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church 80 often refers: 

, Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta. 
tion or to those of beauty,everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

JI nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possibie; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy Qod? ' 
ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address,’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
a ae OE A EEE 
SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


L lusions: 


—————— ———————————————————————— ——————————————M————M—MM————À—. 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition 


Part 1.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 

Part I1.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. _ Ree. of 

Part IlL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


c ap ers. 3 

Part po ence Came the Aryans? Five chap 

ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York Citv. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 5. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Rreadis the story of two young 
rls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,inthe main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 

Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. &1. 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the ‘Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 81. 

Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus. 
trated by H. Faber. Cl 


oth Ur 
ess THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Tafavatte place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 ceuts. 

aodai Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, Fy - - - 15 cents. 


Address “HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s 
Works 


Address THIS OFFICE. 
Deutfche Hreidenker-Biidjer. 


Wir haben folgende Biidjer in 
deutfdjer & pradje, melde febr berühmt find : 


,, Sie Jrevthiimer Proje,” 


| Eine Pritifce Beleud)tung bes Dentatend) im 


Sicht ber modernen Weltan- 
fdjauumg und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion nud Rirde am Ende 
be8 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gitterdimmernng, ^ 
von Gol. R. G. Sugerjoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


r, Wunder nnd Wunderthater, “ 
von Sohn Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glaube und Vernunft, 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des romifcy-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem franzöfifhen überfe&t von 
Fräulein Unna Kuvvp, 

301 Seiten, Leinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Um{dhlag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere deut{den Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker," ' 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 

most thorough and exhaustive work on the 

claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 

. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 

University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Ieiigion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, Bvo. 
Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


Analysis of Religions Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $8. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Yol. i describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
thelatter occupying 8/2 pages, being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison xt Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Beeker Library." If ail are ordered togetherand 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


" A good book written with a purpose." 
Price 25 ceuta. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 
A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London *'Free- 
thinker” says: "It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss's pen, and we heartily recommend 
it aa an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
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Orthodox Shortsightedness. 


The Wesleyan Christian Advocate, of Atlanta, 
is an amusing sheet. Of course it takes itself very 
seriously, and probably has not the slightest idea 
that its deliverances are irresistibly funny. The 
explanation of this inability to see its own jokes is 
found in the fact that it looks at everything from 
the inside of an inherited suit of medieval armor, 
the eye-holes of the helmet being filled in with blue 
mica, which givs the whole landscape the same 
funereal shade, in which the wearer of the helmet 
sees all things as though he-saw them not. 

Governor Atkinson of Georgia has been very 
sick, and for some time it was thought that his life 
could not possibly be saved. But, thanks to a 
rugged constitution, a strong will, and good care, 
he is now on the way to restored health and vigor. 
OE the struggle for life the Columbus Herald says: 
` t: Governor Atkinson made the best fight of his life bat- 
tling against death itself, in the face of the most unfavor- 
able conditions. This fight will be memorable in the an- 
nals of Georgis. Old men will tell their children and 
grandchildren how Georgia’s governor pulled himself 
from the jaws of death, after his eyes had become glazed 
and the dews of death itself had rested on his brow; after 
seven of the best physicians had lost all hope and pro- 
nounced him beyond all human aid. They will tell how, 
after all this, Governor Atkinson’s matchless will power 
and determination to liv triumphed against all odds.” 

To the “mere worldlian” that sounds all right, 
but itis precisely that apparently innocent para- 
graph which has aroused the combined grief and 
indignation of the Christian Advocate and led to 
its solemn jesting. It says that it “is a fair sam- 
ple of the comments of the secular press on the 
sickness and recovery of Governor Atkinson.” It 
continues : 

“And these comments are particularly noticeable in 
that the God and the father of Georgia’s governor, and 
of us all, has been entirely, if not studiously eliminated. 
It will not be a very desirable lesson for fathers to teach 
their children, that Georgia’s governor ‘pulled himself 
from the jaws of death,’ for as a matter of fact this is a 
false lesson and there can never come a time in the his- 
tory of this commonwealth when it will be wholesome to 
let young men believe, or be taught, that God is elimi- 
nated from human affairs, that providence is banished 
and man can ‘pull himself out of the jaws’ of any emer- 
gency.” i 

It seems incredible that any editor in this age 
should be so preternaturally dull as not to see the 
wide-open trap into which he drops himself by such 


measure. 
he will laugh at our calamity and mock when our fear 
cometh. Our God is a consuming fire to the impenitent 


| wrecked and starving Wesleyan missionaries to the 


recklessness. Ifa God must be predicated to ac- 
count for the recovery of Governor Atkinson, who 
is responsible for his sickness? If natural condi- 
tions and agencies may not be credited with his 
return to health, why should they be debited with 
his prostration? If a governor, or a plain citizen, 
cannot get well without the assistance of a god, 
the conclusion is inevitable that he owes his sick- 
ness to said god. Men when sick wish to recover, 
and so their will power and desires work together 
to pull them out of the jaws of the emergency. On 
the other hand, they do not wish to get sick, and 
their desires and will work together to sustain the 
body in its struggle with the approaching disease. 
From ali of which it appears that it costs God a 
greater effort to make men sick than it does to help 
them get well.. Then why thank him for tke re- 
covery when you do not blame him for the sickness? 
Are man and other parts of nature to get all the 
censure, and God—who, according to the theory of 
all Theists, made everything and had infinit fore- 
knowledge and power—get all the praise? - 

The Advocate is apprehensiv that the poor young 
men of the Empire state of the South will go to the 
demnition bow-wows if they get the idea into their 
heads that * man can pull himself out of the jaws 
of any emergency." We assure the dear editor that 
a sturdy self-reliance is of more assistance to a mau 
in an emergency than all the gods that hav been 
invented by all the dreamers of all the ages. But 
the trouble with the Rev. W. F. Glenn is that he 
thinks the secular papers hav slighted the influence 
of his prayers and the prayers of his fellow Wes- 
leyans, for he informs us that he prayed for the re- 
covery of the governor. Shall it be made known 
to the people of Georgia that the prayers were of 
noavail? Perish the thought! If prayer does not 
move God, or if there is no God to move, would 
not the preacher’s occupation be gone? What was 
the complaint of the silversmiths of Ephesus? 
The Georgia papers are told that they should see 
in the recovery of Governor Atkinson the “power 
and goodness of God.” But where was this power 
and goodness during those weeks of agony? Why 
did this god of infinit wisdom make pain and death 
the inseparable accompaniments of life? Once 
more the Advocate : 

‘t Gentlemen, God is in human affairs—wisdom it is to 
acknowledge this—any other course is folly beyond 
If we ignore God there will come a time when 


and rebellious.” 

"Your God is a fiend, Mr. Glenn, the creation of 
the brain of savages, and is as much out of place 
in this age of science and humanity as Moloch of 
the Phenicians. You declare that he will mock the 
fear of the impenitent and rebellious. Was it not 
he who mocked the prayers and agony of the ship- 


West Indies? Why should the Advocate indulge 
in this grim and unseemly jesting? However, on 
second thought, we are forced to the melancholy 
conclusion that there are yet millions of young 
people who find something suited to their natures 
in these death’s-head jokes, as witness the conven- 
tion in Boston of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor. 


What Is the Issue and the Danger? 

It is not impossible that some of our readers, es- 
pecially those at a distance from New York, may 
think that we are devoting an undue proportion of 
our space to the Sunday closing fight in this city. 
It may also be that others look upon the struggle 
as merely & phase of the prohibition issue, and 
hence as one not particularly interesting to Free- 


thinkers, as Freethinkers. If there are any of 
either class among Taz Truta SergER’s readers we 
trust that they will carefully review the steps by 
which they hav reached their present position, and 
we particularly call their attention to what follows 
in this article, as well as to what we hav heretofore 
written on this subject. Public Opinion is a jour- 
nal which weekly gathers up and presents in con- 
densed form the news of the world and the opin- 
ions expressed by representativ journalists of the 
various schools of polities, religion, sociology, and 
ethics. Preceding its department of “American 
Affairs" it givs in brief its “Own Point of View.” 


In its issue of July 11th it says: 


* Again New York city and state are offering the 
rest of the country a great object lesson in govern- 
ment. A contest has been entered upon in this 
city which, unless all signs fail, will prove one of 
the greatest, bitterest, and most momentous politi- 
cal struggles ever witnessed in this country, or in- 
deed any other. The elements entering into the 
struggle are numerous and complex, including eco- 
nomic, social, political, and religious considerations, 
and affecting in one aspect or another the interests, 
beliefs, or feelings of every man, woman, and child 
in the state. Nor is that all. The spirit mani- 
fested in this contest in New York, the weapons 
employed, and the result reached, will undoubt- 
edly hav a potent influence upon public sentiment, 
and will in greater or less degree determin public 
action, in many if not most cities and states through- 
out the country. It is in reality, therefore, a na- 
tional struggle that has been entered upon in New 
York; and this is equally evident from whichever 
point of view we look at it, whether as advocates 
of the ‘freer’ Sunday, the ‘Continental’ Sunday, 
the observance of Sunday as a holiday, or as advo- 
cates of the so-called ‘American’ Sunday, and op- 
ponents of the idea that Sunday should be regarded 
merely as a holiday instead of a day of strict relig- 
ious observance, and which claims for that day a re- 
ligious observance not required for any other day.” 

Public Opinion has here voiced what has been 
our conviction from the beginning of this struggle. 
Rather, we hav been convinced for some years that 
the battle on the Sunday question was already in 
progress, and for two years there has been no 
doubt in the mind of any close observer of current 
events, and student of human motivs and forces, 
that the time was here when the enemies of the 
free Sunday must be met at every point if we were 
to preserve the heritage of religious liberty re- 
ceived from the fathers of the republic. It is of no 
use to hedge, it is of ‘no use to dodge, it is of no 
use to attempt to compromise; itis folly to sup- 
pose that by tacitly assenting to the closing of the 
saloon on Sunday we shall preserve the free Sun- 
day for “legitimate occupations and amusements.” 
No one disputes, of course, that the antagonism to 


‘the saloon, as such, is an element in the present 


contest here in New York, as it is in other cities 
and states; but it is only an element, one, and not 
the most important factor in the tremendous con- 
flict upon which we hav entered. The Prohibition- 
ist, considered simply as such, has to a slight ex- 
tent confused the issue, but inasmuch as Prohibi- 
tionists, with comparativly few exceptions, are also 
churchmen, it is difficult to analyze their actions so 
as to be able to tell with approximate accuracy how 
much they do as haters of the liquor traffic and 
how much as defenders of the “ sanctity of the 
Sabbath.” But it is enough for us, as Freethinkers, 
to know that the war is a religious one, that the 
crusade now under way in all parts of the country 
is the result of & profound dissatisfaction in the 
church with our secular form of government, and 
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the World's Fair fought against the opening of the 
gates on Sunday. This fact is another indication 
of the close confraternity of the Sabbatarians and 
the other paternalists. 

Naturally the Catholic Review, the Independent, 
the Christian Advocate, and the other Christian 
papers of the city rejoice at the example the Police 
Commissioners are setting; it is shown that it is 
possible to enforce, for a time at least, a law not 
desired by a large majority of the people of a great 
city, a law put into the code by rural legislators 
who care only for the approval of their pagan con- 
stituency, and this givs the religionists good 
grounds for hoping that the Sunday law and other 
similar theocratic statutes can be forced upon the 
people of every state by the majority of country 
voters, who are necessarily much more under the 
influence of the clergy than are the cosmopolitan 


that it is the fixed purpose of the leaders in this 
movement to compel the observance of Sunday as a 
holy day. 

This is proved by the Christian amendment to 
the Federal Constitution proposed by the National 
Reform Association, and by the official declarations 
of this body and of the Sabbath associations and 
other Christian organizations; by the national 
Sabbath law and District of Columbia bills intro- 
duced in Congress; by the new Massachusetts law 
forbidding all Sunday amusements and attendance 
thereon, except “sacred concerts ;” by the refusal 
of the Pennsylvania legislature to legalize the pub- 
lication and sale of Sunday papers; by the fight 
against Sunday ball-playing, already successful in 
St. Paul and Toledo; by the new barber shop Sun- 
day closing laws in New York, California, and 
Illinois; by the savage pursuit of the Seventh-Day 


Adventists in Tennessee, Georgia, Maryland, Arkan- 
sas, Massachusetts, and other states; bythe closing 


in this city of the delicatessen stores after 10 a. w 


and the fight made on Sunday amusements; by the 


decisions affirming the constitutionality of Sunday 
laws rendered by the supreme courts of Michigan, 
Missouri, Nebraska, and other states; by the re- 
peated and emphatic averments of leading Sabba- 
tarians that the perpetuity of Christianity depends 
upon the enactment and enforcement of Sabbath 
laws; by the official statement of purposes of the 
California Sabbath Union, which says that the 
Union exists “to promote religious influence by 
state legislation, by county and municipal ordi- 
nances, and to prevent all open acts of Sabbath des- 
ecration; by numerous other Sabbath laws passed 
by state legislatures during the past year for the 
purpose of preventing Sunday labor and amuse- 
ments, and by the many other bills drafted by the 
various Sabbath associations, and which, so far, 
hav not been favorably considered. 

Our texts hav often been taken from the bible of 
events here in New York, but the expositions and 
exhortations are addressed to the whole country, 
for the spirit of Puritanism now dominant here is 
alive and malevolently activ in every state of the 
Union. It is, indeed, as Public Opinion says, a 
national struggle upon which we hav entered, and 
everywhere the battle is between medievalism and 
modern science and thought, between bigotry and 
. open-mindedness, between Puritanism and Liberal- 
ism, between theocracy and secularism, between 
despotism and liberty. 


Now to consider a few press comments on the 
situation: The New York Post, referring to the 
claim that the great majority of the people of this 
city are against the enforcement of the law as it 
now stands, says that “if a majority are in favor of 
Sunday selling, under specified conditions, their 
wishes will hay to be obeyed. That is the funda- 
mental principle of majority government.” Does 
the Post forget that majorities hav nothing to do 
with what are popularly known as the reserved 
rights of the citizen? If the majority in any state 
should enact that hereafter no Freethinker should 
be permitted to vote, would the Post affirm that 
the majority had a constitutional and ethical right 
to establish such a religious qualification? Asa 
matter of convenience it has been conceded that 
the majority is to rule in such concerns as properly 
come within the purview of legislation, but how a 
man shall observe Sunday, what he may buy or sell 
on that day, does not come within that purview. 
But the Post is at least willing that a majority 
favorable to freedom shail prevail over a minority 
inimical thereto, which is more than some of the 
paternalists will grant their right to do. The Chi. 
cago Record says that the idea that the enforce- 
ment of law depends upon public sentiment * will 
not stand the test in any state of the American Un- 
ion.” With the Record the principle of majority 
rule is subordinated to the fetichistic notion that law 
is to be enforced regardless of its justice or lack of 
justice. A fanatical minority is to be assisted by the 
officers of the law in its persecution of the majority 
if it can succeed, by forged petitions or otherwise, 
in getting an invasiv enactment into the statute 
books. Itis very significant that the Record is the 
only Chicago daily that during the continuance o. 


populations of the cities. 


would be continuous, knowing no Sunday or Mon 
day, only at best the legal holidays.” 
dependent think that this is going to catch the 
support of the “laboring class” for Sabbatarian- 
ism? If its argument is sound, then the museums 
and art galleries should be closed, the news-stands 
swept away, the confectionery and ice-cream and 
oyster saloons shut up, and all the transit lines for- 
bidden to operate on Sunday; for, if they are per- 
mitted to do business, will they not gradually draw 
all other lines of trade and industry “into the new 
custom’? The truth is, as so often demonstrated 
in these columns, all these accessories of modern 
civilization must be accessible to the public on Sun- 
day if the “laboring class” is to hav a rest day at 
all, and it is not too much to say that the Zndepen- 
dent knows this just as well as we do, and that its 
editor had the fact in mind when he wrote what we 
hav quoted concerning the “rest” day. What, then, 
is the secret of his attitude and utterance, do you 
ask? Simply this, that the Independent wants and 
is working for a Puritanical Sunday, and is now 
making a special effort against the Sunday saloon 
merely because the saloon seems to be at present 
the most vulnerable to attack. It understands the 
value of the stragetic policy of dividing the enemy’s 
forces. When it admits that the secular holidays 
would probably survive the inroads of the torrent 
of continentalism it givs its whole case away. Our 
present laws do not punish people for working or 
playing on those days, and yet the vast majority 
rest. Take away your impertinent statutes, and de- 
mand will determin what needs to be supplied on 
holidays, as well as on other days. There are more 
workers than there are places, and it is always easy 
to giv those who labor on Sunday another day for 
rest. But this would not suit the Sunday worship- 
ers, for they want everything else to come to a 
standstill on Sunday so that the church can hay 
full swing. 


Do not be deceived by the optimists who, with 
their eyes shut, declare that there is no danger. 
Do not be deceived by the apparent anxiety of the 
Puritans for the wage-worker’s rest day; they 
fought just as bitterly against the Sunday opening 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in this city as 
they are now fighting against liberty in other direc- 
tions; in almost every state they are pressing for 
laws against all forms of Sunday amusements, and 
hav recently won, great victories in three Northern 
states. Do not be deceived by the outcry against 
the saloon; the anti-saloon fight is only an inci- 
dental skirmish ; the delicatessen store as well as 
the saloon is closed in New York, you cannot get a 
Sunday shave in California or Illinois or in this 
state, Massachusetts has outlawed Sunday recrea- 
tions, and the theocrats demand the stopping of the 
mails, the Sunday excursion train, the Sunday news- 
paper, the electric and other lines to the parks and 
the country. The orthodox Sabbath is first to be 
forced upon you and after that will come the other 


It is very hard to hav patience with such a paper 
as the Independent when it talks of the jeoparding 
of the *rest" day by the open saloon. It says that 
the legalized saloon “ would be only the beginning 
of the establishment of the European Sunday [that 
bugaboo again]. Other lines of business would grad- 
ually be drawn into the new custom, and traffic 
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measures of the National Reform Association. De- 
mand the repeal of every Sunday law. The Sunday 
battle is on NOW. 

Since the foregoing was written, Judge Mo. 
Adam, of the superior court, has rendered a de. 
cision that greatly simplifies the issue here. On 
Sunday, July Tth, Maurice P. Quinlan opened his 
saloon for the sale of soda-water, lemonade, and 
other “soft drinks.” He was arrested for keeping 
his place open, but Justice Deuel discharged him. 
Acting Police Captain Young told him that if he 
opened the next Sunday he would again arrest him. 
To prevent this interference, Quinlan applied for 
an injunction to restrain the police. Judge McAdam 
did not examin the validity of the claim of the ap- 
plicant to keep his saloon open on Sunday, so long 
as alcoholic beverages are not sold. He denied the 
application in a decision that sweeps away all the 
special pleading of the Prohibitionists, who are 
clamoring for the Sunday closing of saloons on 
the ground that the traffic is detrimental to the 
well-being of the individual who patronizes the 
saloon. His decision, if upheld by the higher 
courts, and put into effect by the police authorities, 
makes the fight a square one between the citizen 
and the Puritans. Judge McAdam holds that it is an 
offense under the penal code of the state to sell * soft 
drinks” anywhere on Sunday, whether in saloons, 
drug stores, ice-cream parlors, or at street stands. 
Ice-cream is also barred, but confectionery and fruit 
may be sold. This illustrates anew the “ never- 
ending stupidity of elected persons,” to slightly 
paraphrase Walt Whitman. Who but a legislator 
would ever hay thought of licensing the sale of 
lemons and forbidding the sale of lemonade? The 
uninspired citizen may well despair of ever being 
able to find out why it is right to sell chocolate 
drops and wrong to sell chocolate soda. New 
York’s penal code says that you may dispose of pea- 
nut bar to the small girl, but if you sell peanuts to 
the small boy you are in danger of spending a night 
in the station-house and paying a snug fine in the 
morning. One might as well go to a lunatic asy- 
lum for sound reason as to the average legislature 
for common sense and justice. 

Now, what will our police commissioners do? 
Here is a superb opportunity for them to “ enforce 
law because it is law." ‘Will they do it? They 
must, or stand convicted of shameless hypocrisy. 
“Law is law,” you know, gentlemen, and you can 
not afford to let your “personal feelings stand in 
the way” of doing your “ duty." 


Sr 
Persecutions of Adventists in Tennessee. 


For the first three days of this month the circuit 
court of Rhea county, Tenn., was engaged in trying 
Seventh-Day Adventists for violation of the Sabbath 
laws of that state. Nine men were convicted, and 
fined in sums ranging from $5 to $15.. To these 
sums must be added the costs. Refusing to pay 
the fines, the eight Adventists were incarcerated in 
the jail at Dayton. The ninth offender is not an 
Adventist, but his mother is, and this probably ex- 
plains his arrest. Heis a young man, unmarried, 
and is the only support of his widowed mother and 
his mother’s sister. He worked in the mines near 
Graysville during the days the mines were operated, 
and on Sunday he cut firewood for his mother. 
This “crime” was committed last winter. It is 
needless to say that no one was injured by his ac- 
tion, and only very ignorant or very knavish people 
would seek to punish him for that which deserves 
praise rather than blame. One other man, not an 
Adventist, was indicted, but was acquitted on the 
ground that the work he did was necessary. He was 
away from home on Saturday, being detained by a 
storm ; he borrowed wood from a neighbor and took 
it home on Sunday. It is supposed he was indicted 
for this because he sometimes attended Adventist 
services, and it was thought a prosecution would 
frighten him so that he would never join that 
church. Of all the men in the county who work on 
Sunday only Adventists, relations of Adventists, or 
those supposed to be in sympathy with Adventists 
were prosecuted. This fact would seem to show 
with sufficient clearness the animus of the actions 
brought against them. Notice the hair-splitting 
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over *necessity"! The man who carried home the 


wood to keep his family warm was released, while 
the young man who came home on Sunday and cut 
wood to keep his mother warm was convicted on 
two counts! Hurrah for Tennessee's juries’ powers 
of discrimination! Even our Police Commission- 
ers might learn something from them in the art of 
dividing the indivisible. 

There were several aequittals for want of sufficient 
evidence, and one mistrial. Some cases were post- 
poned, because of the absence of witnesses, but 
against the earnest protest of the prisoners, among 
these & feeble old man of sixty-four, who begged to 
be either tried or released. ‘Attorney-General 
Fletcher left no stone unturned to convict the ac- 
cused,” says the Atlanta Constitution, which heads 
its accounts of the trials with these insulting 
phrases: “Posed as Martyrs;” “They Violated 
Tennessee's Laws.” 

Of all concerned in these persecutions there is 
none other for whom we hav so little respect as we 
hav for Judge Parks. It is noticeable that the Ad- 
ventist writers handle him quite tenderly, but we 
confess that we think the leniency entirely misplaced. 
To be sure, he remitted the fines of the Adventists 
convicted last spring and later recommended their 
perdon, but what else could he do after he had so 
unequivocally condemned the law under which they 
were prosecuted? And it now appears from his 
utterances on this trial that he expected all. the Ad. 
ventists in Rhea county would be thankful for his 
mercy and thereafter submit to an unconstitutional 
and invasiv law, either sacrificing one day each week 
to Baal of the Sundayites or stifling their conscien- 
tious convictions and working on Saturday. This 
is quite common with judges; they look at the dis- 
torted pygmy of law through a powerful glass and 
shut their eyes to the colossal figure of Justice 
that towers far above them. Judge Parks again 
admits from the bench that these persecuted Ad- 
ventists are good citizens, working hard and mind- 
ing their own business; he declares that every dic- 
tate of justice and mercy demanded the “leniency” 
which he showed them on the former occasion, and 
he. expresses his profound regret that again the 
“law must be enforced—with mercy—but it must 
be enforced.” To us all this regretting business is 
very nauseating. Judge Parks knows that the 
‘law’ is enforced against only a class; he knows 
that it is flagrantly violativ of the rights of citizens 
of Tennessee, and he knows that it is flatly uncon- 
stitutional. Why, then, does he help enforce it? 
Why does he not resign his position, and do it in 
such a way that his protest against legalized iniq 
uity will ring from end to end of Tennessee? That 
would do more for justice than all he can accom- 
plish in ten years on the bench as the weakly pro- 
testing tool of bigots. Weare not asking Judgo 
Parks to make himself a beggar; we donot believe in 
useless sacrifice. But if he has the ability and learn- 
ing that he should hay to occupy the position that 
he does he can earn much more as a lawyer than he 
can as a judge. Let him show himself a man and 
cease to perpetrate injustice in the name of law. 

Judge Parks thinks that “there can be no divi- 
sion on the question as to whether the law should 
be uphela." Then why does he not instruct the 
grand jury to indict the mining companies and rail- 
roads, and all the other rich and powerful violators 
of the law? He says that a court failing to enforce 
the law “but invites contempt for all law." No, 
Judge Parks, it is the enactment and enforcement 
of unconstitutional and unjust laws that serve to 
bring ali law into contempt, and it is the existence 
of these laws that prevents the enforcement of laws 
that are protectiv of. the equal rights of the people. 
More than this, the judge who remains in a position 
where he must help enforce luws which he admits 
are unjust, by that action becomes himself an object 
of contempt to all self-respecting men and women. 
He who knows the right and does not do it is ten 
times more culpable than he who does wrong in 
ignorance of the right. This is why we say that 
Judge Parks is the most blameworthy actor in the 
persecutions at Grayville. Many of the persecutors 
are no doubt ignorant Christian pagans who really 
believe that they are doing God's service in harry- 
ing their fellow-Ohristians who believe in keeping 
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the Bible Sabbath instead of the Catholic Sunday 
as a holy day, but there is no such excuse for Judge 
Parks. He knows that, no matter what the Su- 
preme Court of the state may hav said, the Sunday 
law of Tennessee is unconstitutional, for in the 
Bill of Rights he finds this: “No human authority 
can, in any case whatever, control or interfere with 
the rights of conscience; and no preference shall 
ever be given by law to any religious establishment 
or mode of worship.” Which does he regard as 
the higher law, the constitution or an act of the 
legislature? And in his oath of office, which did 
he first swear to uphold? 


The Wise Case. 

Two weeks ago we reported to our readers that 
Judge Foster had decided that Mr. Wise should be 
tried for sending an extract from the holy Bible 
through the United States mail—he evidently re- 
garding the Christians’ sacred book as an obscene 
work—but since that time we hav heard nothing 
more new in the case until the receipt of the fol- 
lowing letter from the attorney : 

New Yonr, July 12, 1895. 

Eprron of Taz TaurEg SEEKER: I hav heard from the 
clerk of the court in Topeka to the effect that no opinion 
has been written by Judge Foster in the case of the 
United States vs. Wise, and as the United States attorney 
has not kept his promis to send me a copy of his brief, 
we remain in darkness as to the course of reasoning 
whereby the learned jadge and prosecutor hav succeeded 
in reconciling the inconsistencies of their position. 

I hav notified the attorney of our intention to appeal, 
and hav written the clerk. This appeal must be brought 
on before the next term of court, because if it is not Mr. 
Wise will simply be *'railroaded," as there is no dispute 
possible of the facts. There is need of energetic action 
on the part of Mr. Wise's friends, because the expenses 
of bringing on the appeal, irrespectiv of counsel fees, are 
considerable, and must be met at the outset. 

Very truly yours, ADOLPH BIEROE, Jr. 

We do not know that we need to add anything 
io this statement of facts, or that our doing so 
would stir up the hosts any more. The situation 
is, that if Liberals do not want the precedent estab- 
tished that Christians can send the Bible through 
the mails, while Infidels will be imprisoned for 
doing the same thing, they must come to the help 
of Mr. Wise. If wehad the money we would do it 
all ourselvs, but we hav not got the money. Buta 
dollar or two from each one who is interested 
would make a more than ample fund in a very short 
time. Let us hav it, please, right off, for it takes 
money to get justice, and without it Mr. Wise is in 
great danger. 

ge I 

It must be that the doctrin of hell fire is grow- 
ing unpopular with God; at all events, he has re- 
cently killed a minister in the pulpit for preaching 
of the sufferings of the damned. Rev. Greenleaf 
Lee, Baptist, of Double Springs, Alabama, worked 
himself up very much over the subject, concluding 
with the quotation from the Bible, * There shall be 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.” He 
instantly fell to the floor and in a few moments 
was a corpse. Sensible people will say that he 
overwrought his nervous system and probably rup- 
tured a vessel of the heart, but as the religionist 
would never admit such an explanation in the case 
of a man who fell dead while swearing in a fit of 
angry passion, we shall refuse to see in the taking 
off of Rev. Greenleaf Lee anything less than a di- 
rect. dispensation of providence. 

ee 

The struggle between modern knowledge and the 
creeds has assumed a very interesting and instruc- 
tiv form in the Presbyterian church. The Assem- 
bly has ordered that all Presbyterian institutions 
of learning be put under the control of the church. 
The schools refuse to come; at least, some of them 
hav already voted to remain independent, and it is 
probable that all will do so. What is to be done? 
It is clear that the church is right from hor point 
of view; if she is to giv her licenses to preach to 
the graduates of these schools she has a valid claim 
to say what and how they shall be taught. If her 
ministers are to preach Presbyterianism it is evi- 
dent that they must be educated in the doctrins of 
Presbyterianism. If the church is to maintain her 
ancient landmarks she must control the education 
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of her surveyors. On the other hand, the schools 
cannot afford to be bound to the dead and deeay- 
ing past. In teaching science and literature they 
must keep up with the march of knowledge. Even 
Presbyterian parents will not send their children to 
schools that are hundreds of years behind the age. 
Referring to the Presbyterian seminaries and col- 
leges, the Minneapolis Zimes forcefully says: 

‘Bound absolutely by the Presbyterian creed, they 
become mere priesthoods for the transmission of ances- 
iral formulas of faith. 'They are not seats of learning. 
Learning is progressiv, It isa rampant steed that can 
not be harnessed with lifeless, cast-iron dogmas.. It must 
forever pursue the receding vision of truth. What the 
immediate outcome will be can hardly be prophesied. 
But it is safe to say that in proportion as the universal 
and growing spirit of reason and liberty gains ascen- 
dency, the educational institutions will throw off the re- 
straining hand of the church and become independent.” 

And what will the church do for an educated 
ministry? It appears to be inevitable that her 
creeds must be modified, for it does not seem pos- 
sible for any Protestant church to build up such a 
marvelous machine for the control of the human 
intellect as is the Catholic organization. Nothing 
but a universal theocracy can keep the world from 
progressing. The legislator is the last crutch of 
the church. He may yet set civilization back a 
thousand years. 


In the trial of the Adventists at Dayton, Tenn., ex- 
Congressman Snodgrass made a speech, in which he ` 
asserted his belief that the Tennessee Sunday statute 
was unconstitutional, the decision of the supreme 
court to the contrary notwithstanding. He sym- - 
pathized with the Adventists, but urged them to re- 
spect the law, which he believed the next legisla- 
ture would repeal. Healso reminded the Advent- 
ists of the scriptural injunction, “Be subject to the 
higher powers,” for “the powers that be are or- 
dained of God.” We should say that this was a 
neat touch, but the American Sentinel says that it 
was not; that “ God has ordained no human power : 
to rule over conscience.” Is this so, if the Bible is 
true? Did not its God forbid the worship of other 
deities? Did he not forbid the making of images 
of them, thus in both commands interfering with 
and denying men’s rights of conscience? Did not. 
the Children of Israel carry these commands into 
effect with fire and sword, and where did Yahveh re- 
buke them for their cruel zeal? Did not God com- 
mand the observance of Saturday, and did not 
Moses, as the “human” agent of God, “rule over 
conscience” by commanding that the Sabbath- 
breaker be stoned to death? If this is not so, 
then the Bible is a false record. And did not Paul, 
the real founder of Christianity, declare that the 
preacher of any other doctrin should be accursed ? 
If Paul wrote under the inspiration of God—and 
will the Adventists dare say that he did not ?—then 
God has in that declaration sanctioned, yes, com- 
manded, persecution for conscience’ sake. If Jesus 
intended by his parables to illustrate his own mis- 
sion and doctrins—and such has always been 
claimed by his followers to be the’ fact—then he 
affirmed that whosoever would not that he, should 
reign over them should be brought before him and 
slain. But whatever construction may be put by 
Christians on these and other like passages, it is 
indisputable that the Bible has been the authority 
to which persecutors have ever appealed, and its 
commands, whether interpreted rightly or wrongly 
it matters not, hav caused the shedding of rivers. 
of blood, and suffering incalculable. If God is om- 
nipotent and all-wise, and if he wrote the Bible, or 
inspired its human writers, he knew the effect it~ 
would hav, and therefore designed that it should 
hav that effect. Neither will it do to say that it is 
God who declares that the “powers that be” are . 
ordained by him, and then try to except the Cath- 
olic church or the Tennessee legislature from the 
enumeration. The text does not say that the good 
powers that be, the powers that respect the rights 
of conscience, are from God and the others from 
the devil. “Zhe powers that be" is inclusiv. 

RNC ae eee ee 

The third volume of Moncure D. Conway's 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
now on sale. Price, $2.50. 
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News and Notes. 


How much I hav to write about this week—Edin- 
burgh, Abbotsford, Melrose, Glasgow, Ayr, Loch 
Katrine, and Loch Lomond. What a procession 
passes through the mind, majestic, beautiful, fairy- 
like, that cannot vanish from the hails of memory, 
and glorifying this wonderful human life of ours. 

For grandeur, I do think the city of Edinburgh 
wears the palm; it is lovely, it is ancient, it is ro- 
mantic ; and other cities are so likewise, but where, 
in the heart of a vast metropolis, is beheld such a 
mighty castle towering on such a mighty hill? Two 
hundred trains rattle by it every day. The foliaged 
valley glitters beneath. edged by the busiest thor- 
oughfare of the city, Princess street. The Castle 
seems like some giant of the past, huge and bat- 
tered, reclining with a kind of imperious disdain of 
the new life that surges at the feet of its dead em- 
pire, an enormous relic of the embattled ages. 

On Monday morning, June 17th, in company with 
Mr. Brown, president of the Secular Society of 
Edinburgh, and Mr. Dewar, Jr., I climbed the pre- 
cipitous eminence. As I enter the parade-ground 
the Highland regiment is at drill, with the music of 
the bagpipes. The costume is picturesque, and the 
marching ranks present an animated spectacle, with 
a dash of old-time war emblazonry. I enter the 
frowning portals, and wander through the halls, 
chambers, passages. and dungeons of this memo- 
rable stronghold. I look upon the kings’ regalia, 
the swords and armor of celebrated warriors, the 
great gun built in 1486—a ragged-looking monster 
compared with the polished and gorgeous emissa- 
ries of death we now manufacture—and the tattered 
banners, in whose silken folds were once the fall 
and rise of kingdoms. 

Time will not permit the enumeration of the hun- 
dreds of mementos that adorn this grim sentinel of 
the ages. From the castle I take my way to Holy- 
rood Palace, at the other end of the long, descend- 
ing street called High street and Canongate. I pass 
St. Giles Catbedral, where John Knox preached, 
and the house in which he lived, gloomy as his own 
religion. I did not not care to go in and view the 
remembrances of his fanatical career—I hav no 
love for that theological termagant who, if he had 
been a woman, would no doubt hav enjoyed the 

Puritanie ducking-stool. Holyrood, however, is a 
poetic place, witnessing in its decaying grandeur to 
the tragedies of kings and queens. Especially is 
the brilliant and sorrowful life of Mary mingled 
with these palatial remnants. The bare walls of the 
old abbey are all that is now left of that structure 
in which the beautiful queen was married to the 
unworthy Darnley, whence began those cruel mis- 
fortunes which, crushing to death, hav lifted her 
name into the immortal romance of history, where 
love and pity forget error and we:kness. The dark 
and terrible crimes of those tumultuous days hav 
left their record athwart the walls and floors of 
Holyrood, and we traverse the footsteps of royal 
murder and conspiracy. In the sunlight of to-day 
float the dim tapestries that might hav drank the 
blood and tears of centuries ago. Near by the pal- 
ace is Arthur's Seat, a promontory-like hill, from 
whence is a spacious view of the city and the vast 
surrounding country, now glistening in summer’s 
green and flowery pomp. 

In the afternoon with Mr. Brown and Mr. Dewar 
I visit the Forth Bridge. This is the largest and 
tallest bridge in the world. It is a mile in length; 
with three mighty arches it spans the waters. It 
looks like a triple mountain in its symetrical and 
massiv sublimity. It is built for the ages. It can 
not be blown down by any wind that these regions 
can produce. The enormous blast that tumbled 
over the Tay Bridge did not shake this an inch. It 
would require an earthquake to dissolve its stupen- 
dous frame. Its iron arms might hold a million 
tons in theirclasp. We sail around the bridge and 
enjoy a full view of its piers, buttresses, and col- 
umns that defv the most furious storm. The view 
from the top of the bridge which lifts its arches 150 
feet above the water is extensiv and varied. The 
broad Forth is lined on both sides with wooded 
and mountainous shores gleaming near and far in 
the golden sunlight. We return by stage to Edin- 
burgh, and along the route see new and attractiv 
pictures of the city and its suburbs. 

Tuesday unfolds a wondrous treasure house, 
Abbotsford and Melrose. Melrose is forty miles by 
rail from Edinburgh. At the station the stage is 
ready for Abbotsford, about three miles away. We 
travel through a lovely country, the river Tweed 
glancing upon our vision with the same radiance 
that enchanted the poet’s soul when he lived and 
loved on its gentle banks. Dismounting from the 
stage we plunge down through a walled pathway 
into the delightful valley where the Wizard Scott 
built his picturesque home according to the fancies 


of his exuberant genius. We see the very walls be 
looked upon, the books he read, the window whence 
he saw, While at his task, the shining meadow and 
river; the chair he sat in, the desk over which 
wandered his marvelous pen, the little room in 
which he found rest at midnight’s hour; the pipes 
he smoked as dreamland hovered about him, and 
the many treasures he had gathered, illustrious 
with memories of the past The noble face of the 
poet—no canvas and marble declare the intellect- 
ual wealth of his gifted brain. How that brain 
teemed with the wonders of the world—a colossal 
power making rich forever the pathway of man. 
And Melrose, fair Melrose, I did not see it in the 
“pale moonlight,” but in the soft and gorgeous 
summer afternoon—for clouds were in the sky—and 
a mellow luster fell from the sun, and clothed the 
old Abbey with a tender radiance ; and the scenes 
all around harmonized with the melancholy beauty 
of the ruins. A graveyard is about the Abbey, 
beautiful with blue and golden flowers and a carpet of 
grass. I walked among these gray sepulchers, be- 
side the gray walls of the shattered and mossy 
temple, pluckirg the flowers just bursting into 
bloom. The majestic past for the time possessed 
my being, and the dead centuries became alive and 
their glory thrilled my heart. Iam glad, however, 
that I did not liv when this old Abbey was in its 
prime. Iam glad that I hav the privilege of look- 
ing upon its ruins, and wondering what its history 
might hav been in the forgotten ages. I hav pho- 
tographed its picture in my mind, and its sad and 
sweet desolation becomes an intellectual joy. 

I return to Edinburgh and pass the night at the 
home of Mr. J. F. Dewar, naturalist. He enjoys 
rural felicity if any one does. He livs in a farm- 
house, old and solid as the hills almost, and sur- 
rounded with gardens, green fields, and beautiful 
trees. Birdsof various plumage are gathered here, 
and other species of life interesting to the student 
of nature. It is a delightful place for dreams and 
reveries, away from the busy multitude. In the 
evening we enjoy the music of the violin and the 
piano and the melody of favorit Scottish songs. 
Mr. Dewar has for years been a stanch supporter of 
Freethought in Edinburgh, and at the last National 
Conference he was elected vice-president of the 
National Secular Society in recognition of his emi- 
nent services. Asa naturalist and man of science 
he has no use for the supernatural. I enjoyed the 
campaign at Edinburgh. There is a fine society 
here; the audiences are good. The hall is well- 
filled in the evening. Mr. Brown presides at the 
afternoon lecture, and Dr. Crawford at the evening 
lecture. Dr. Crawford himself takes the platform 
occasionally and speaks a word for reform, although 
occupied with the cares of a busy profession. He 
is associated with the great medical colleges of 
Edinburgh. The Secular Society has much local 
talent. J. M. Wheeler, Mr. Robertson, and others 
of renown in the Freethought ranks began their 
work in this city. Edinburgh is the seat of learn- 
ing. Over five thousand students are at its univer- 
sity. It might well be called the modern Athens. 
It is an ideal place for study and philosophy. Here 
is the tomb of David Hume and his spirit still reigns 
in the schools, and even in the churches. With the 
charm of the past, Edinburgh has still the inquir- 
ing mind. The warm welcome I hav received here, 
the many beautiful and grand scenes I hav wit- 
nessed, make Edinburgh a memorable experience in 
this summer's journey. 

On Wednesday, June 17th, I take the train early 
for Glasgow, for now the Pilgrim would wend his 
way to one of the sweetest spots in all of Bonnie 
Scotland, the birthplace of Robert Burns. I met 
at Glasgow James McGlashan, president of the Glas- 
gow Society, and Mr. Leiper, and they are my 
companions on this day’s journey. Ayr is about 
forty miles journey from Glasgow, on the Firth of 
Clyde. It is now quite a prosperous and fashion- 
able resort, and has but little of the simplicity and 
rural quietness of Burns’s time. The old landmarks 
are almost covered up. Tom o’ Shanter’s Inn still 
abides, but it has a brusque and modern appear- 
ance. At the Plough Inn is the drinking-cup of 
Souter Johnnie, and some of the furniture of the 
cottage where the poet was born. They used to allow 
strangers, and especially Americans, to drink out of 
that famous cup, the source of so much happiness to 
Souter Johnnie; but now it is put under lock and 
key. It is too valuable to be handed promiscuously 
about. We can only take a look at, it and dream of 
its sparkling glory in the dim past. The birth- 
place of the poet is about three miles from the city, 
a low, long cottage. The poet was born in a little 
square corner of what I suppose was the kitchen. 
There seems hardly room enough in that bed for a 
woman to giv birth to a child, but so it was that 
Scotland's greatest genius saw the light of day, 
and not much light at that, for there are only two 


windows in the room, one in front and a very small 
one in the rear, close by the bed. So the little fellow 
did not look upon a world of very great promis as he 
opened his eyes and the tragedy of existence began, 
mingled with flowers of love and flashes of wit and 
humor that will cheer to the end of time. In an- 
other room, which was perhaps the best room, or 
parlor, are relics and treasures of the poet’s change- 
ful life, his letters, manuscript of “Tam o' Shanter,” 
etc. Among these, on a newspaper cutting, was “A 
Strangers Tribute to Robert Burns," and signed 
«An American.” To my surprise and delight, these 
verses, thus treasured in the poet’s own home, were 
the beautiful stanzas written, I believe, in this 
very house, by Ingersoll, the sweetest tribute ever 
given to Burns from a kindred heart and genius. 
But it struck me as wonderfully incongruous that 
these noble lines should be “'The Tribute of a 
Stranger.” I was wondering if those who placed the 
lines here really know who wrote them, and were & 
bit afraid of the magic word, Ingersoll; or did they 
select them for their simple beauty, without any 
reference to the greatness of the author? It cer- 
tainly, in this latter case, would show a fine appre- 
ciation of a poem that flows like a fountain from the 
pen of America’s most renowned representativ. 
Burns and Ingersoll! how much alike they are in 
their broad and universal manliness, in their open- 
hearted recognition of whatever is good and beau- 
tiful in the humblest lot. He who loves the poet 
of Scotland must love the gifted singer of America, 
who breaks into melody beneath this lowly roof. 
From the cottage we wander to Kirk Alloway, 
where the witches danced, and we stand by the 
window through which Tam o' Shanter looked and 
watched the show, while Old Nick played his live- 
liest tunes. Then we traversed the road along 
which Maggie did her level best. We l.itered on 
the arch of the * old brig," where Maggie saved 
everything except her tail. An enthusiastic Scotch- 
man was reciting the poem as we arrived, and the 
whole picture was placed vividly before the mind. 
We could see Tam as he whirled the corner and 
rushed down the road. We could see Maggie as 
she made that tremendous jump and won immor- 
tal fame. Beneath flowed the beautiful river, the 
river Doon, which Burns has so often celebrated in 
his songs. Dreamily we watched its limpid course, 
the green banks, the rose, the woodbine, and the 
trees glittering in the sunlight. At the monument 
are the marvelously life like statues of Tam o’ Shan- 
ter, Souter Johnnie, and Nance, and it seemed as 
if we could hear the very music of their laughter 
and see the humorous light dancing in their eyes. 
Returning to Ayr in the afternoon, we went to 
the shore, where there are beautiful prospects of 
the Firth of Clyde, the Arran mountains beyond, 
etc. In the evening we are in Glasgow. With Mr. 
McGlashan I take a long ride through the city on a 
tram-car, and view some of Glasgow’s most fashion- 
able streets, its elegant residences, the Botanic 
gardens, the cathedral, the university, the tall 
chimneys, etc. There is much magnificence about 
Glasgow, notwithstanding its smoky atmosphere. 
The Great Western Road is especially attractiv, 
with its noble mansions and lovely gardens. It 
extends straight as an arrow for many miles. 
Thursday, June 20th, is another eventful day. 
The weather is brilliant indeed; clouds and sun- 
shine mingle in glorious array and add to the at- 
tractivness of each. The Trossachs tour is on this 
day’s program, and it is crowded with romance 
from beginning to end. The splendor of Scott's 
poetry is over all this region, and we seem to be 
traveling through enchanted land. I take the train 
from Glasgow to Callender. Here I mount the 
stage for the Trossachs. We pass by the foot of 
Ben Ledi. On our left is Coilantogle Ford, where 
Roderick Dhu was wounded unto death. Then the 
sparkling Loch Vennachar spreads before us; and 
beyond that is the Brig of Turk, and Loch Achray, 
and towering wild and grand is Ben Venue. Then 
we plunge into the Trossachs’ rugged glen, and 
coming forth Loch Katrine dances on the view. 
We leave the coaches and are soon on the bosom of 
the waters, and the great blue mountains appear, 
the gray hills, Benn Ann, Ellen's Isle, etc. I am 
reading the “ Lady of the Lake” as the boat moves 
along the wondrous scenes. I see the very rock 
where the huntsman’s gallant steed breathed his 
last. I see the precipice which the bold knight as- 
cended, the silver strand where the lady found her 
prophetic guest. Each glowing line reminds of the 
brilliant world through which Iam passing. The 
poet’s genius glorifies the vast expanse. From 
Lach Katrine we take stage to Loch Lomond. Ben 
Vorlich and its companions lift their massiv walls 
before our path, and we seem to be dashing into 
their rocky chambers. But from their base flows 
Loch Lomond, and on its fair bosom we pursue our 


journey. Ben Lomond rears its majestic crest, and 


Jury 20, 1895] 


' crowns the vast and splendid scenery. It is after- 


noon now, and the golden color is shining along 
the changing hights and the fields and the valleys. 
It is a marvelous picture, infinit in variety. 

From Loch Lomond we take train to Glasgow, 
and arrive at eight o'clock Mr. James Baxter 
meets me, and we visit South Side Park, the Lang- 
side monument, on the spot where the troops of 
Queen Mary were defeated, and Camp Hill, upon 
which are some remains of the ancient Roman in- 
ttenchments. From this place there is a magnifi- 
cent view of Glasgow. For miles around we behold 
the populous city, — 

I must thank Mr. McGlashan and other Glasgow 
friends for their generosity and hospitality. Mr. 
Leiper has presented me with some beautiful views 
of Scotland, which he has taken in his many travels 
asa matter of pleasure and art, and these will re- 
mind me of the beauty and glory of Scotland. My 
whole visit has been one of constant delight. The 
people are sociable and cultivated. They are pa- 
triotic, and may well be proud of what Scotland has 
done in the history of the world, in philosophy, in 
literature and in Freethought. Scotland is pro- 
gressiv. She is not bound to ancient creeds. Her 
stores of romance do not chain her to the past. 
Her splendid mountains, her beautiful lakes, her 
fair fields, her shining shores, crowded with mem- 
ories of heroic ancestry, are busy also with the life 
of to-day and resplendent with the triumphs of 
man’s noblest genius. SawuzL P. Putnam. 
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The Deathhed Repentanee of an Infidel. 
| CONCLUDED. ] 


One day, standing by the side of my house and 
thinking, I saw clearly that if I indulged in reason- 
ing I should become an Infidel. I shook my head, 
stamped my foot on the ground, turned short about 
and said to myself: “I must not reason; I must 
believe.” I started off, walked two rods, and tried 
to escape my own thoughts. Whilst reasoning, the 
thought suddenly came to my mind, “But what 
were my reasoning powers given me for?" ‘Che 
answer as promptly came, “To usd; of course." 
« Well, then, if I use my reasoning powers to the 
best of my ability, can God himself censure me?” 
The answer came again, equally as promptly, “No.” 
“Then,” said I, “I will be a free man,” meaning by 
that, separation from the church and absolute lib. 
erty to think for myself; realizing at the time a 
thrill—a pleasurable sensation, causing me to ex- 
perience a degree of happiness rarely felt. In 
about two weeks an opportunity was presented to 
leave the church. After the answer was given, 
“Nothing against Brother Pikard,” I arose, parch- 
ment in hand, and approaching the president said, 
* I hav come to the conclusion to withdraw from 
the Methodist church.” I was asked to giv the rea- 
sons why I adopted that course. I refused to do 
so, saying that I had had no difficulty with anybody 
in the church, but that the liberty of thinking in- 
duced me to do go. 

I delivered to the president my parchments, 
withdrew from the house, and went home. Then I 
sat down in my chair and said to myself, * Now, 
what am I?” I answered, “A man, five and a half 
feet high, can see so far and no farther, can under- 
stand so much and no more. I am satisfied that 
something is true and that whatever is true is rea- 
sonable; therefore, having laid my theology on the 
table, reason must be my.guide. It is either possi- 
ble for me to know the truth, or itis not. If it is 
not possible for me to know the truth, then I shall 
never be justly censured for not knowing it. If 
by the use of any means in my power I can know 
the truth, then a moral obligation arises to use those 
means. Now, what means hav I by which to know 
the truth?” I cast about and concluded that to 
know what means or faculties I hav by which to 
know the truth, I must first know myself. Now, 
the question again came up, What am I? [ an- 
swered, “All I am is under my skin. I need not go 
abroad to study myself. I am here. Now, what 
are my faculties by which to know truth from error? 
First, I hav five senses, the primary medium of 
knowing anything. Without them I could know 
nothing. Second, I hav a brain. My senses are 
the medium of instruction to the brain. The brain 
is evidently a multiple organ, and of course its fac- 
ulties hav different functions, and it is important to 
know something of these functions.” Here I paused 
to think and study the brain. In so doing the idea 
of Mr. Lincoln and his cabinet came to my mind, 
that whatever of national importance came before 
the cabinet, Mr. Lincoln was president. I applied 
this to the brain. After studying it somewhat 
thoroughly, I came to the conclusion that reason 
was president of my intellectual cabinet, and hence 
must make the final decision. Upon this reflection, 
J decided that all truth is reasonable. If so, it fol- 
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lows that whatever is unreasonable is untrue. Then 
again, it follows that reason is our only sure guide 
to truth. Then [ began the restudy of theology 
by commencing to read the Bible carefully, thought- 
fully, and understandingly, questioning everything. 
Having decided that all truth is reasonable, I made 
reason my crucible into which I put every point of 
doctrin to determin its quality. The first question 
therefore that came for consideration was the exist- 
ence of a God. In order to consider that question 
faithfully, I made this interrogatory, “Is it con- 
ceivable that there ever was a time when there was 
nothing?" My answer was, *No." Then the ques- 


tion was suggested, “Why not?” “Because it is 
inconceivable that nothing should ever produce 
something Hence it follows that something must 
hav been eternal. 
is to inquire, Who made what is eternal, or where 
did it come from?! There every man must stop” 
Then the question arose, What is that something? 


Everybody must see how vain it 


Theology says God; Skepticism says matter. Now 


the question of the eternity of that something is 


settled, for the question of who made God is as 
pertinent as who made matter. What is eternal 
never was made. Now, the question of eternity 
The first on trial 
then at the bar of reason is God. He is claimed 
to be infinit in power, wisdom, and goodness. 
These attributes amply qualify him to plan and 
carry his plans to infinit perfection without the 
least jar or contrariety. If therefore anything 
takes place within his domain that he does not 
want, it must be because he sees that some things, 
at least, that he does not want are better than those 
he does want. With infinit wisdom to plan, infinit 
power to execute, and infinit goodness to prompt 
the execution, if nothing happens but what he 
wants, then sin is non est, and therefore God can 
not be displeased with his own work. Now, the 
only conclusion is, If anything occurs that he 
does not want, it must be by his voluntary permis- 
sion, and whosoever permits a crime, having equal 
power to prevent as to permit, is a criminal; or, as 
the Bible says, * He that knoweth to do good and 
doeth it not. to him it is sin.” As to the personal- 
ity or attributes of God, no one knows anything, 
and his very existence is a matter of inference from 
the wonderfulness to man of the things he beholds, 
and therefore God is simply an ideal and not real. 
Infinit wisdom can make no mistakes, infinit power 
can make no failure, infinit goodness can permit no 
evil; therefore, whatever is, is right, but observation 
and experience show that innumerable evils exist. 
The destruction by flood and famin and pestilence 
of thousands and millions of human beings is in- 
compatible with infinit love and goodness. 

Now to return to the consideration of matter. It 
is universally admitted by expert chemists that 
matter consists of some sixty-four simple elements, 
which they affirm to be indestructible and therefore 
suggestiv of their eternity. In matter there is no 
moral law, and hence with her there is no trans- 
gression. Natural law is simply known from the 
properties of matter and always acts in the same 
direction. therefore needing no administrator. 
Now, [ appeal to the good sense of every thinking 
man, whether it is not more reasonable to affirm 
eternity of something of which we know all we do 
know, than to affirm it of an ideal of whom or 
which nothing is absolutely known, and the whole 
of science consists in the knowledge of natural law. 

The great argument in favor of the existence of 
a God is that of Dr. Paley, who assumed that na- 
ture exhibits design, and consequently there must 
be a designer, and that designer must be God; 
that, when we examin nature .we see through it all 
marks or indications of design in the leaves of the 
trees and the finishing of the flowers. The ques- 
tion arises here, Is not the animal world composed 
of matter, and if so, do not they design their own 
nests? Do not birds design where, when, and how 
to build their nests? Does not the bee design the 
form of its comb, and the size and form of its own 
cells, and whether they shall stand upon end or lie 
upon their sides? If the tusks and paws of the 
lion, and all the like weapons of the numerous car- 
nivorous animals, which evidently indicate design, 
including the claws of the eagle and the hawk, 
then does not the design of the designer appear 
in the destruction of the defenseless and harmless 
animals? If so, then how could the designer be 
infinitly loving and merciful? Was it the wolf, the 
lion, the tiger, the leopard, or the hyena that was 
the object of his infinit love, rather than the lamb, 
the fawn, the calf, the colt, the zebra, or the 
chicken? The Bible, in describing the relation of 
cause and effect, says: “ The good man, out of the 
good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth good 
things, while the evil man out of the evil treasure of 
his heart, bringeth forth evil things ;" therefore, if 
God is possessed of infinit love, how could he de- 


sign the destruction of the innocent and harmless 
by the vicious and cruel? 

It would be a strange event if God, infinit in 
power and wisdom, were to create a being like man, 
and require of him to know the truth, and giv him 
no faculty by which to apprehend it. If he has 
given to man the faculty of apprehending truth, 
what is that faculty? Iu the examination of the 
human head by the best authorities, such as Pro-- 
fessors Mahon, Upham, and others on intellectual 
philosophy, they concluded that the faculty which 
determins eternal truth is the reason or the rea- 
soning faculty. Reason, then, is the essential 
faculty by which to discover truth. Every man is 
favored with that faculty ; hence, it is by the same 
faculty that every man isto determin what is truth. 
It is by that faculty that we are to determin what 
truth is to-day or what was truth two thousand 
vears ago, or at any other age of the world. Truth 
is the same yesterday, to day, and forever, and is to 
be determined by the same faculty. The principles 
of nature are as eternal as nature herself. Truth 
is a principle, not an event, and as a principle is 
eternal. Therefore, every generation has the same 
faculty of determining truth as any former genera- 
tion. The present generation cannot be held ac- 
countable for what happened in any former age, 
but only for what relates to itself. Every man is 
related to the same fundamental principle. That 
fundamental principle is reason, whether it relates 
to what was a thousand years ago or what is to- 
day. He carries with him the faculty for discover- 
ing truth, hence he is not dependent on the opinions 
of any former age. Every man is responsible for 
the proper use of his own reasoning faculty. As 
reason can be employed alone upon what we know, 
it follows that it is the duty of every man to know 
all he can. As Pope says: 

Of God above, or man below, 
How can we reason, but from what we know? 

Now, as Christianity is the question under con- 
sideration, it is well to begin at its root, The fall 
of Adam, or what is known as original sin, is the 
root of the Christian religion. This fall, or this 
original sin, consisted in the eating of a fruit from 
the tree of knowledge, which the serpent had prom- 
ised them would make them as “gods, knowing 
good and evil.” Anxious to know something and 
seeing the fruit was good for food, they accepted it 
from the serpent. Instead of the serpent lying to 
them in saying they would become as gods know- 


ing good and evil, it is shown by God himself,ina . 


few verses after, that the serpent told the truth, 
for God said, “Behold man is become as one of 
us, to know good and evil.” Now the death threat- 
ened Adam for eating an apple of knowledge, was 
either the result of the natural properties of the 
fruit, or it was the infliction of a penalty. As the 
offense was a moral one, it could not hav poisoned 
the physique of Adam and Eve 80 as to be inherited 
by their posterity ; hence the conclusion that it was 
& penal inflietion, the justiee of whieh is very 
doubtful The curse pronounced upon Adam and 
Eve is in proof of the fact of the infliction of the 
penalty upon their posterity. What justice can 
there be in the infliction of penalties upon them 
for offenses committed thousands of years before 
they were born, especially when that sin was but the 
eating by their ancestors of an apple of knowledge, 
thereby learning the difference between right and 
wrong ? A. B. Prxanp. 


The First Steamboat. 


A statement my friend Putnam makes in his 
“News and Notes” from Scotland in Taz TRUTH 
Szrxer of July 6 demands notice: “Here also is 
the obelisk erected to the memory of Henry Bell, 
who was the first to apply steam power to water 
navigation. I must confess that I always thought 
that Fulton was ahead of the world, but it seems 
that he was not. America must yield the palm to 
Scotland. Bell launched his steamer Comet, three 
horse-power, on the Clyde in 1812.” 

No doubt Bell launched his steamer at this time, 
but on the 1st of September, 1807, Fulton made 
his first trip up the Hudson in the Clermont. Los- 
sing, in his “Field Book of the Revolution," givs 


quotations from the Albany Gazette of the same | 


date proving this. Fulton was not the first to ap- 
ply steam to navigation, but he was the first to do 
so successfully. As early as 1803, while in France, 
he constructed a small steamer on the Seine, and 
was successful. An experiment with steam was 
made on the Clyde in 1789, but the year before this 
John Fitch, in America, was equally if not more 
successful. Thomas Paine was a friend of Fitch, 
and to the author-hero he owed many of his ideas. 
Bell was the first to successfully navigate by steam 
‘in the United Kingdom, but not in the world. 
FRANKLIN STEINER. 
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the way she crashed into the waves and sent them 
fleeing away into the gloom was something awful 
and mysterious to me. Standing at the weather 
side of the wheel, I could see our great bowsprit go 
poking off up into the air, there to describe arcs of 
circles and then come down with a swoop that bur- 
ied stays and foot-ropes in a fathom of foam. 
Whereat the stern was whisked like the tail of a 
wet duck, and the dripping bowsprit arose for an- 
other whack at the sea, while the spray flew high 
aloft and blew away on the gale. Meanwhile the 
cook’s whistle sounded, and the passenger was in- 
vited to go forward and “feed his face,” which he 
cheerfully did. 

I was quartered at night in a wide berth, which 


Observations. 


This year, as last, I spent my vacation time as a 
marine animal of prey. It is not every landsman 
who has an opportunity to go down to the sea in a 
ship without buying a yacht, working his passage, 
or paying his fare, and so there are few who know 
the advantage of freedom from these details. I re- 
lated at some length, a year ago, my experience as 
& passenger on board the fishing schooner Gertrude 
Summers on a trip to Five Fathom Bank, off the 
coast of New Jersey, along with Captain Silas La- 
tham and his crew. I hav just made the same sort 
of voyage with the few variations which I shall 
mention. On that occasion the elements smiled 
upon us and we had fair weather, though the ves- 
sel pitched a trifle in a swell worked up somewhere 
to the southeast. This time the wind and water 
and clouds used their combined influence to do us 
up. Again, then the fishing was good, and the 
men made casts of the net that gave a show of 
probability to the miraculous draughts attributed 
to the apostles, who were aided by inspiration. 
Nothing like it had occurred before in their experi- 
ence, and so they set me down as & mascot; but in 
the year 1895 the combination was changed, and if 
I had signed as a Jonah nobody could hav com- 
plained that I did not bring out all there was in the 

art. 

p We inaugurated the trip on the afternoon of July 
5th. I get the locution “inaugurated the trip” 
from Sailor Bill Brown, who, I think, will bear tes- 
timony that it is approved maritime parlance. The 
Gertrude Summer has grown too small for Captain 
Latham’s business, and has therefore been sold and 
replaced by the E. P. Wright, which is some forty 
per cent larger. By reading the name in the 
fo'eas'le hatch I perceived at once that the captain 
had changed boats. I am very expert in identify- 
ing boats when the name is in sight. The Wright 
is a whale among fishing craft, and the smacks ly- 
ing alongside looked like half grown chickens 
roosting next to a hen. At Gowanus, on the 
Brooklyn side, we took aboard as much ice as would 
load a half dozen of the wagons that perambulate 
New York with two horses to draw them and two 
men to do the cheating in weight; and then, in- 
duced by a tug with a strong tow-line, we slid 
forth into the offing. With fifteen men to assist in 
the solemnities, the making sail on the Wright is 
not a protracted ceremony, but while they last the 
proceedings are suggestiv of setting up a stove dur- 
: ing an earthquake. It struck me as strange that 
on so large a deck there was no place where a spec- 
tator could stand and view the exercises, but anyone 
who has tried to strike an attitude in the middle of 
the floor while the company was dancing the Sara- 
toga will understand about how often I got jostled. 
At such times passengers on fishing smacks should 
be made secure with an adequate cord and tempo- 
rarily towed atthe stern. A door which everybody 
wants to pass through simultaneously has its dis- 
advantages as a loafing place, but it is a graveyard 
for undisturbed repose compared with a vessel’s 
deck when sail is making in a fresh breeze. 

After the sails were all up and laced tight as a 


I remained awake to think, but as the directions 


again with a violence that made my bones ache. 


I curled up, and the problem was solved. Others 


come down to me; I hit upon this method working 
independently, and it has for me all the importance 
of an original discovery. 

Morning brought no change in the weather. The 
sky still leaked, and we continued to split the wind. 
One consolation in having the wind dead ahead, the 
captain philosophically remarked, was that it could 
not change to our disadvantage, whichever way it 
hauled. I fed my face (nautical for ate) thrice that 
day, and answered the fourth call to the cook's 
quarters, but upon confronting the table I learned 
that the interior department of my system had 
suspended business for a while; the follicles, I in- 
ferred, had struck, and consignments of grub would 
not be received until further notice. For the time 
being I must be content with half a fisherman’s 
luck. Having chewed a piece of biscuit until it 
attained the dimensions and consistency of a loaf 
of unbaked bread, I went on deck and thence to the 
cabin. I would hav smoked, but somebody had 
apparently put tar in my tobacco, and I concluded 
to wait. Picking up one of W. Clark Russell’s sea 
stories, I began to read, and got along very well 
until the hero lit his pipe, and that finished me. I 
then knew at once that the brain had been side- 
tracked and that mental impressions were going 
direct to the liver, whence they were referred to 
the esophagus and duodenum, which had an unset- 
tled district between them. I drifted from the 
chair to the locker beside my bunk, laid my head 
upon a coil of tarred rope, sighed deeply, and asked 
myself, Can this be death? A few minutes later I 
turned in. Then the vessel, seemingly, had me 
right where she wanted me, and I could feel her 
gathering for a great leap. But she fooled me, and 
instead of jumping she settled back with a swoon- 
ing collapse. Down we dropped for a thousand 
fathoms, as I estimated the distance, when by a 
: rotary jerk, as a man centers a dose of pills in the 
corset, we went thrumming along toward the Nar- palm of his hand before swallowing them, I was re- 
rows. I hav crossed New York harbor so many | duced to an inert mass in the middleof the mattress 
times that I no longer get excited at the view which | and sont spinning skyward. When sense returned 
it presents. Still, with all its islands and shores | y lay with with my ear to the side of the ship and 
and forts and summer residences, it is worth | heard the water as it meanly giggled and snickered 
looking at to anyone who has never seen the Mer- | past. Sleep or death overcame me. In a world of 
sey, the Clyde, the Erie canal, nor the Chicago | darkness for interminable ages I wrestled with 
river. I noted the statue of Liberty, whose atti-| illegible manuscripts filled with unceasing repeti- 
tude recalled the familiar sight of Mrs. M. turn- | tions, and wrote forever without getting anything 
ing out the gas, and I also saw several distinguished done. At 4:80 in the morning I took my swollen 
yachts, including a big steam yacht, half the size of | and empty head on deck and soaked it in a bucket 
an Atlantic liner, worth two hundred thousand | of sea water. So ended all the trouble I had on 
dollars or more. Steam yachts are often so large | this trip. i l 

and commodious in these days that living aboard | The sun is not so early a riser as Captain Latham. 
of them is almost as enjoyable as staying at home. | While Morn still slept in her bed of mist he had 
They equal a canal boat in this respect, but exceed | hig boats out and was waiting for a school of fish 
it H Tir 2 OX ponsos. to come up where he could get his seine around 
alf way across the outer bay a squall met us | them. Meanwhile I baited a hook and fished over 
and hid surrounding objects from view. The wind | the side of the ship, then anchored on Five Fathom 
which accompanied the same came at us over the | Bank. This ia a great fishing ground. Its north- 
ae yu words spoken in the face of it went back | ern and southern limits are indicated by the pres- 
own the orator's throat. The sails were trimmed | once of government lightships, and about midway 
hs PS pig Bo that from the lee rail they looked | between these a keg is anchored for the guidance of 
1 the PEE ni a great fish. Small craft, | tho fishermen who come off from the Jersey shore. 
deo ne P Kd i 8, d soon observed to be | This keg is not visible for more than a quarter of a 
do pping th shortening sail to evade the knock-| mile on a clear day, but the Jerseymen can find it in 
MUNI e intermittent gusts, and aboard the |, fog, though they must row miles and miles from 
right there was talk that it might be too rough | where they launch their boats. On this particular 
for us to go outside the bay. An excursion steamer morning the fog was at times as thick as a bunch 
with anglers aboard, driven inside by stress of of cobwebs, but out of it came the leader of the 
weather, lay near the Staten Island shore, and pas- fishing skiffs and split the anchor rope of the keg 
sengers crowded the rail to get their hooks in the with the bow of his boat. And he never missed a 
ee shone ads about as scarce at that par- | stroke of his oars or turned his eye to look ahead. 
icular point as they are on the _Toof of a house. | I do not expect ever to hav any better luck angling 
Our vessel held on with all her linen spread, and | than I had that morning. My line had two hooks 


I wished was narrower on account of the difficulty 
I had in keeping in the middle of it. I was ad- 
vised that a spread-eagle pose was best adapted 
to rolling ships, and found this to be true as long as 


were forgotten during sleep, I often awoke to find 
myself *chucked" from port to starboard and back 


Among other things, a happy thought struck me; 


may hav done the same at other times, with equal 
success, bui the result of their experiments has not 


on it, and often before the sinker could earry them 
to the bottom I was obliged to haul in and pick a 
three or four pound sea bass off each of them. At 
any other than the vacation season sport like that 
would be called work. At length the fish seemed 
to hav got on to my game and sheered off, upon 
which I began feeding them with bait after the fash- 
ion of church organizations doling out charity to ex- 
cite admiration and hook members. The fish on Five 
Fathom Bank hav hard lines. Iam informed that 
those not foolish enough to bite a hook often go 
in seine. 

The seine used by Captain Latham is a very 
comprehensiv affair. If would reach the ground 
from the top of one of our eight-story buildings 
and would go all around some Western cities I hav 
visited. The only hope for a fish is to make a dive 
and come out under the purse-line before it is 
hauled in. Among other additions to his gear, 
Captain Latham has a pocket net into which the 
fish are placed after being caught in the seine; it 
is then boomed out over the rail of the schooner, 
and the fish enjoy life until they are scooped on 
board and placed kicking on the ice. Left in the 
water thus bunched together they are tempting 
bait for sharks, which are inclined to make dashes 
at the prisoners and, breaking the twine, set them 
at liberty. As Istood watching the pocket one day 
a shark as big as a coffin dropped alongside and 
cast a critical eye upon the porgies and sea bass 
that had turned up their toes and were floating. 
I advanced my beaming countenance over the rail 
and he dropped out of sight as though he had all 
at once turned to a leaden sinker. His place was 
soon taken by a smaller fish of the same species, so 
persistent that the cook had to get out a spar and 
jab it at his head before he would go away, and 
even then he retreated tail foremost, cross-dog fash- 
ion. The shark is admired least by those who 
know him best. He is a natural born cutthroat 
and thief. 

The exertions of the captain and crew were not 
rewarded with their usual success, and when the 
time came for returning to New York the catch of 
fish was several tons short of making the trip a 
good one. The captain apologized for the size of 
his cargo, but I assured him that it was not worry- 
ing me in the least. I was not concerned with con- 
siderations involved in the mad pursuit of wealth. 
My interest was in the voyage itself. We had ex- 
perienced all the vicissitudes we could reasonably 
expect. Rain, wind, and other natural phenomena 
had displayed themselvs and acted their little parts 
for our benefit. Myself had been especially favored. 
The ship proved herself stanch, the crew showed 
great urbanity, cordiality, and versatility of lan- 
guage; the cook set forth plum duff with the rai- 
simest side next to me, and the captain had given 
me the benefit of much profitable discourse. Over 
and above this, here we were on the boundless 
main, & fair wind blowing, every sail pulling like an 
ox team, and no other member of the fleet in it with 
us in the race up the coast. Furthermore— 


Behold the scene around us spread— 
The sun that slowly sinks to rest 
Upon old Ocean's billowy breast, 

Yet leaves his wake of gold and red; 
The glory of the gorgeous west 

On all that lies before us shed. 


And lo! the stars appear in tarn; 

The moon, a mass of liquid flame, 

Springs from the sea, and o'er the same 
Her thousand silvery candles burn. 

Well might their radiance put to shame 
A large electric light concern. 


But nearer still, with luster bright 
As that on Sandy Hook which glows— 
Behold it ere your eyes you close— 
Serenely through the dark of night, 
That deeper, redder, steadier light 
Effulgent from my sunburnt nose. 
How many fish do you suppose 
Could pay the loss of such a sight? 

I keep my poetic nature close under hatches now- 
a-days, but at times I cannot refrain from bursting 
forth into song. I was gratified to learn, before 
parting with Captain Latham and the crew of t he 
Wright, that owing to the superior condition of 
their cargo and the scarcity of porgies in the mar- 
ket, their fish would bring a fancy price; and there 
was money as well as excitement in the trip after all. 

l Qro. E. MAoDoNALD. 


Do the temperance people rejoice in the Sunday 
tyranny? Possibly, and yet the results are not in 
the direction of the propagation of temperance. 
On the contrary, if a man who supposes he must 
hav a tipple on Sunday cannot get it at his accus- 
tomed place, and is forced to lay itin on Saturday, 
he buys a bottle of course. And then he uses the 
whole bottle, while otherwise his regular one or 
two drinks a day would satisfy him. Drunkenness 
thus becomes systematic.— N. Y. Morning Journal, 


Jury 20, 1895] 
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A Bigoted Editor Called Down. 


Following lectures in Walsh county, North Da- 
kota, by Remsburg, Putnam, and myself, quite a 
controversy has arisen. The editor of the Park 
River Gazette- Witness republished my article from 
Tue TaurH SmrkzB, and has taken up the cudgels 
for the orthodox. Mr. E. Smith-Petersen replied 
to him in the Gazette- Witness of July 5th, and in 
the same issue are found some notes by the editor, 
to which I will direct a few words. Regarding the 
local and personal side of the controversy I hav 
nothing to say, leaving that for local friends, who 
are able to defend themselvs. The editor of the 
G'azette- Witness has been one of the most intoler- 
ant opponents of Freethought in Park River, yet, to 
the surprise of all, he has never attended a lecture. 
He givs his reason for thisin these words: “ Thirty 
years ago, or, say, just the time Mr. Petersen was 


first wrapped in swaddling-clothes, the editor of * 


this paper began to examin the subject of the in- 
spiration of the seriptures, the divinity of the Chris- 
tian religion, and kindred themes, and has been a 
reasonably diligent student ever since, keeping 
fairly up with the thought of the day.” Whether 
he attends or not is his own business, but, like 
many other Christians who never go near a Free- 
thought meeting, he knows more about Liberalism, 
Deism, and Atheism than any one else, Liberals in- 
cluded. The most unjust judges hav prided them- 
selvs on their “impartiality,” and the most ignorant 
man often prates about what “he knows.”  Fortu- 
nately, we hav enough of the Gazetie- Witness 
editor’s productions before us to enable us to take 
his statement for just what it is worth. We find 
him well-versed in the ordinary Christian platitudes 
of this and past ages, with the most commonplace 
Christian ignorance of Freethought, seasoned by 
the venomous bigotry for which the followers of the 
Nazarene are noted. From some of his statements, 
we are inclined to believe that he yet wears his 
swaddling-clothes. 

* Messrs. Putnam, Remsburg, and Steiner,” he 
says, “are but feeble echoes, parading ideas which 
hav been more cleverly clothed by other men.” 
What a mountain of logic! So has Christianity 
been clothed more cleverly by men other than the 
Gazette- Witness editor and the preachers of the 
present day. Everything the editor here says, in- 
cluding his errors, are but the “feeble echoes ” of 
others. This argument would prove Christianity 
the most worthless religion in the world. To say 
nothing of its age as an organization, it represents 
the “feeble echoes” of both extinct and living pa- 
gan religions. A little study of comparativ religion 
would convince our editor of this fact. Some Chris- 
tians use queer reasoning when they assume that 
the truth of an idea depends upon its age. The next 
statement is a wonder in its way: ** There is not an 
argument against Christianity of any force or 
point, in all the repertoire of either of these gentle- 
men, but finds its real paternity in that old Epi- 
eurean Celsus, who lived, wrote, and died seventeen 
hundred years ago.” We are not surprised at this 
statement, when we know that it comes from a man 
who made his investigations thirty years ago, and 
knows so much of the subject to-day that he need 
not attend a lecture. The “learned” editor prob- 
ably does not know that Christians destroyed the 
works of Celsus, and all we hav of his writings are 
the brief extracts preserved by his opponents. All 
Freethinkers are doubtless aware of the fact, now 
boldly announced by the Gazette- Witness, that 
their lecturers pay no attention to the history of 
the last seventeen centuries, their literature and 
development, nor to the scientific discoveries and 
philosophical reasoning of Spencer, Darwin, Hux- 
ley, Tyndall, and others of the present day! But 
they look blindly back to Celsus as a guide! We 
will not deal harshly with the superannuated editor 
of the Gazette- Witness for this cheap revival talk, 
but for his guidance in the future I will refer him 
to the statement of the Rev. Austin Phelps, D.D., 
of Andover Theological Seminary: “Modern Infi- 
delity is an intelleetual giant in comparison with 
anything in the Infidel records in the past. It is 
to the Infidelity of history in many respects what 
the Copernican is to the Ptolemaic astronomy. It 
is learned in resources, shrewd in tactics, well in- 
formed. in Christian argument, vigilant of its weak 
points, self-possessed in assurance, and, withal, 
morally earnest in spirit.” 

We are next told that “callow lads and ignorant 
men may be staggered by the Brummagem philoso- 
phy of these peripatetic platformists.” The word 
“callow” is defined by Webster as “destitute of 
feathers; naked and unfledged." Very well, Mr. 
Editor; feathered lads and learned men like your- 
self seemed to be staggered in Park River, last 
winter, when you tried to keep us out of the town 
hall, a building owned by the publie and built by 


the taxes of the Infidel as well as the Ohristian. 
You were “staggered” also when you failed to keep 
the “ peripatetic platformist” from speaking, there- 
by vindicating freedom of speech. 

We next note the amusing assertion that Liberals 
to-day are ashamed of the terms Deist, Atheist, 
skeptic, and Infidel, “which hav an ugly and un- 
welcome sound,” and prefer the “euphemistic” 
words “Freethought” and “ Freethinker.” If the 
editor’s ignorance were not equal to his bigotry he 
would know that “ Freethought” and * Freethinker” 
are general terms, and apply to ali who hav rejected 
authority in religion, while Deist, Atheist, and Pan- 
theist are special terms describing the beliefs of dif- 
ferent classes of Liberals. You could not justly 
apply any one of them to the great body that reject 
Christianity any more than the word Catholic, 
Presbyterian, or Methodist to all Christians. The 
editor knows, however, that all reject orthodoxy, 
and a hidecus picture of the Infidel arises in his 
mind, obscuring all things else. A closer consulta- 
tion of the dictionary he mentioned would hav pre- 
vented his falling into a very ridiculous error. Re- 
garding the employment of school-teachers who are 
unbelievers, we are favored with this piece of edi- 
torial wisdom: “This state and this county are 
overwhelmingly Christian. In the supremely im- 
portant matter of the education of their children, 
North Dakota and Walsh county parents cannot be 
adequately represented by anti-Christian teachers, 
nor can the children of Christian parents be safely 
entrusted to the daily care and close companionship 
of anti-Christian men and women.” 

Since, Mr. Editor, you are so well posted regard- 
ing Freethought that you need spend no more time 
making investigation, had you not better pay a lit- 
tle attention to the fundamentals of American gov- 
ernment, and to right and justice? If Iam not 
mistaken, the Constitution of this country givs no 
sanction, directly or indirectly, to the Christian re- 
ligion. The fathers of our nation made it a point 
io see that religious tyranny should not be sanc- 
tioned by the supreme law of the land. Therefore 
they determined that no matter what might be the 
predominating religious sentiment, “ Congress shall 
make no law respecting the establishment of relig- 
ion,” and declared that so far as government rec- 
ognition is concerned, this is no more a Christian 
nation than a Buddhist nation. Washington declared 
that this is not a Christian nation in the sense just 
named, and James Madison said that Congress has 
no more right to pass a measure affecting the con- 
science of a single individual than it has to do the 
same with an entire community. Where this has 
not been carried out the Constitution has been vio- 
lated. 

Certainly no teacher has a right to instill into 
the minds of his pupils his particular religious 
views. He is supposed to hav urder his care chil- 
dren of all beliefs. The child of the only Infidel 
in Park River would hav the same rights of con- 
science in the schools as the overwhelming Chris- 
tian majority the Gazette- Witness mentions. The 
teacher, then, should instruct them in the secular 
branches of knowledge, leaving opinions regarding 
the supernatural to be formed at will When a 
teacher does this, certainly his religion should hav 
no more to do with his getting a position than 
should his politics. The real reason Christians 
want religion in the schools arises from the fact 
that unless Christianity is instilled into the mind 
in childhood, a person will never believe in it. 
They cannot rely on the mature, unbiased judg- 
ment of manhood. If a man is trained from in- 
fancy in a certain religion, that is the religion he 
will cling to if he clings to any. He may giv it up, 
but he is not likely to embrace any other. So if 
the same man receives a Secular education without 
religious instruction, he is not likely to embrace 
Christianity. The priesthood has admitted many 
times that unless they get the children they are 
lost. The editor expresses a well-known Christian 
sentiment when he says that the children of Chris- 
tians cannot safely associate with Infidels. Asso- 
ciation breaks the barriers of prejudice. When 
Christians really come in contact with Infidels, they 
may possibly discover that a few things said about 
the latter by preachers and Christian editors do not 
conform to the truth. Let us all rejoice that the 
bigotry represented by the Gazette- Witness is rap- 
idly on the wane all over the world. 

l FBANKLIN STEINER. 


Tae Teruras SzexER’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason" to eight different ad- 
dresses or to one, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best. results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Straight Talk. 


The constitution of the state of New York de- 
clares: “ The free exercise and enjoyment of relig- 
ious profession and worship shall forever be al- 
lowed " to every member of this state. "This is our 
constitutional guarantee, so-called, for religious 
liberty. It will be perceived that it is not very 
broad. It is not abreast with the opinion of the 
world at large on that subject. It does not put 
religion in the category of things with which the 
state has no concern. It does not make the free- 
dom absolute. On the contrary, it is rather a 
license for each person to choose for himself some 
one of the religions or forms of worship in use 
among men, and does not assume that he might re- 
ject every one. Our constitution therefore stands 


‘for a certain religious requirement, and this re- 


quirement is intensified by the declaration that 
* the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not 
be so construed as to excuse acts of. licentiousness, 
or justify practices inconsistent with the peace and 
safety of the state.” This may mean almost any- 
thing, from the Mormon dogmas in regard to mul- 
tiple marriages to the Puritanical observance of 
Sunday. It will be noted that it takes a hint 
from the old-fashioned schemes of tyranny, and 
proposes to put down all disorder—disorder mean- 
ing in all such cases not disorderly things, but 
things objected to by an intolerant majority. One 
of the things that our constitution seems to mean 
is that no man shall ever be so free as to enjoy 
himself in his own way on Sunday, unless his own 
way happens to be the way established by our 
Puritanical ancestors, and if a man will not enjoy 
his Sunday in that way then any other way of en- 
joying it is dangerous to the state. 


Judge Brown, of the Supreme Court, decides 
that the Sunday Barber law is “a valid exercise of 
the legislativ power,” and therefore is constitu- 
tional. But we do not believe that this gross and 
ridiculous interference with the private life of the 
citizen can be so justified. Where there is no 
disorder involved, no wrong done, and no act per- 
formed that can by any possibility hav evil conse- 
quences, the proceeding is not within the sphere of 
acts that may be regulated by law. It is contrary 
to the whole pirpose and spirit of the constitution. 
What a judge says settles nothing. In all great 
cases three judges are on one side and four on the 
other.—JV. Y. Morning Journal. 


It begins to look as though we are hereafter to 
be ruled by “civic federations,” “law enforcement 
leagues,” “societies for the prevention of every- 
thing we don’t like,” and “law and order leagues.’ 
Why is this? About the first complaint of the 
average citizen, when this is brought to his atten- 
tion, is that the legally-elected officers are negli- 
gent of their duties, and that they must be held 
responsible for the enforcement of law. The aver- 
age citizen says that the various volunteer societies 
owe their existence to the remissness of the public 
officers. But is this true? Does not the trouble 
begin further back? The real source of the evil is 
the intolerable mania for needless laws. If the 
average citizen would mind his own business, and 
compel the man he selects to make laws to do the 
same, nine-tenths of the incompetency and corrup- 
tion now justly charged against officials would not 
be developed. To illustrate what we mean, here ig 
a dispatch from Youngstown, Ohio, which says that 
at that time (June 24th) the spasm of municipal 
virtue was relaxing slightly, and the * law-breakers” 
were again becoming activ. What law-breakers! 
Oh, the proprietors of fruit stands, cigar stores, 
soda fountains, and the rest of that kind of desper- 
ate criminals. The prosecuting attorney * had been 
called away on business,” but before going had 
announced that he would not try any more Sunday-_ 
law cases; if the Civic Federation “wants the 
suits prosecuted in police courts, it must furnish 
counsel.” In one case there was a bill of costs 
amounting to $60, and the mayor could find no one 
willing to pay the bill. All this trouble grows out 
of inexcusable meddlesomeness. In almost all in- 
stances the Sabbatarian crusaders are at the bot- 
tom of the business, and they will continue to make 
trouble and pile up expenses until the American 
people make up their minds to bury Sabbatarianism 
and its allied nuisances and invasions for good. 
Then we will hav some peace, and genuin educa- 
jtonal reformers can do effectiv work. 
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T9etters of Rriends. 


No Words Wasted. 
SxrATTLE, Wasu., June 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $8 to 
pay for one year’s subscription and for a 
copy of ''Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book.” R. W. BagrTo. 


A Good List of New Subscribers. 
Humansvinue, Mo., June 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10.25, for 
which continue my subscription another 
year, and send the paper to the new sub- 
scribers named. C. R. BARNES. 


An “ Extra ” for the Field Work. 
Conozs, N. Y., June 29, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed fied $5 for your 
combination offer of Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
and James B. Alexander’s ''Dynamioc 
Theory ;" the fifty cents you can put where 
it will do the most good. 
Yours, JAMES HANLON. 


To the Rescue of Wise. 
Brooxusn, N. Y., July 3, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed $5 is to pay my 
overdue subscription to THe TRUTH 
SEEKER, ard the other $2 you will please 
devote to defending the Kansas case insti- 
tuted against one of our brotherhood by 
the Reverend Vennum, on the charge of 
sending obscene matter through the post- 
office. E. O. Roscox. 


We Are Working for Real Freedom, 
Forr Worta, TEx., June 26, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: I send you $2. Please 
send Tux TRUTH SEEKER, as long as the 
money pays for it, and possibly I may be 
able to do better soon. 

You ought to be liberally paid for the 
great work you are doing. The people 
don't appreciate nor understand what you 
and your few co-laborers are doing for 
them, but you are building à monument 
more durable than marble or brass. 

J. M. Brown. 


Alive and Activ at Omaha, 
Omana, NEB., June 25, E. M. 295. 

Mr. Eprrog: As my subscription to Tae 
TRUTH SEEKER becomes due the last of 
this month I had better be hustling with 
my money if I am going to keep paid in 
advance, so here it is. 

We hav a secular society organized in 
this city at last, or will hav, when we elect 
officers. We are going right along, how- 
ever, with temporary officers; hav held 
two meetings; hav postponed the election 
of president until next Sunday afternoon. 
We are in no hurry, and will select officers 
of whom we can be proud. 

Jno. MCARDLE. 


Hated to Giv Him Up. 

Broommeron, Inr., July 3, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5 for 
your paper. I hav not received my last 
three papers for some reason; I wish you 
would send me copies of them, asI do not 
wish to miss them. When I belonged to 
the Methodist Episcopal church and quit 
them, they kept on sending me their pa- 
pers, ete., and the preachers called on me 
for at least seven years after I embraced 
the faith promulgated by our noble R. G, 
Ingersoll, whom I very much respect and 
love. Yours in the cause of Freethought, 

H. Coons. 


They sre Wide Awake on the Alert. 
PANAMA, Cot., June 18, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $10— $3 50 is 
to renew my subscription to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for one year—send me as a pre- 
mium ** Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated." The rest is from a new sub- 
subscriber, H. K. Olander, for one year's 
subscription to Tae TRUTH SEEKER, and 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

Send the books to United States steam- 
ship Alert, care of American consul, 
U. S. of Colombia. 

Will try to donate soon $2 for mission- 
ary purposes, Yours for intellectual lib- 
erty, F. J. AFEHAUSER. 


Ministers Hate Cheap Sunday Travel. 
Rooxy River, O., June 30, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: In extending subscription 
six months at a time, it is my intention 
thus to keep in memory that I liv. Al- 
though; aged,‘ I {am still ardently at- 


tached to my TRUTH SEEKER; I liv and 
shall die a member of the increasing family 
of the ‘‘mentally emancipated.” From 
Sabbath observations seven miles west of 
Cleveland, I am impressed with the effect 
of the modern bicycle and electric power 
So recently used to hustle tens of thou- 
sands into the way-out resorts and parks 
not dreamed of by the horse car and street 
railway men of Cleveland three years ago. 
The ‘‘electric current" is to play the deil 
with the (once) going to church of the 
young of both sexes. The livery horse 
and rig are nowhere to long country street 
car rides at only a few nickels cost. 
S. QLEASON. 


The People Nee1 Enlightenment. 
CHESTER, June 27, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I send you $2 on my sub- 
scription. I am sorry I am not able to 
send you ten times as much, but it seems 
to be very difficult to get money, even 
when earned. 

It does seem to me that good pay 
makes & better civilization than mean, 
paltry pay. It seems to me that we hav a 
wonderful big job on hand to destroy su- 
perstition. 

I hav been reading “ Tnitiatory Element 
in Progress." It appears to me that there 
is a big struggle going on in the various 
churches to once more gain a controling 
influence. It is a pity Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
is not more widely read. The ignorance 
of the people on these subjects is so great, 
it almost seems to me they know nothing 
they ought to know, and I am acquainted 
with no other or better paper than THE 
Trors SEEKER whereby they can learn. 

Yours truly, Ww. Hunton. 


The Charm of Forbidden Fruit. 
Rowand, OR., June 30, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: Watts or some one else 
has said: 

While the lamp holds out to burn, 

The vilest sinoer may return, 
therefore, for fear Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
lamp may cease to giv forth its light and I 
may be deprived of the benefits of its 
effülgent rays, I inclose remittance to set 
the figures on tab forward a notch. 

I cannot get along without ‘‘ News and 
Notes," which I consider worth the price 
of the paper, and the ‘‘ Observations” of 
the ''Man with the Baige-Pin,” the 
**Letters from Friends,” Mr. Heston’s 
cartoons, and the editorial matter, are 
worth several times the subscription price 
of the paper. 

Even ‘‘ Not for Parsons” is good, for 
of course from the heading that would be 
the first thing & parson would look at. 
Hoping all who may be owing oil to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER lamp may fill the cruse 
and send it on that the light may con- 
tinue to shine, I am truly, F. M. KIZER. 


Too Bad. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., June 23, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: The social evil, which, as 
everybody but the clergy knows, is an 
inseparable concomitant of civilization, is 


now receiving the united attention of the |: 


parsons here in this city. With their usual 
practical ideas of life and society, they see 
no reason why a city ordinance closing up 
disreputable houses should not extermi- 
nate the aforesaid evil; and on this ingen- 
ious and original line of thought they are 
demanding immediate action on the part 
of the city council. So much hav they 
all said about this matter that the 
best advertised street in the city is, by a 
large majority, Alameda; whereon may be 
found those unfortunates whom God, in 
his wisdom, has ordained to lead that kind 
of a life. 

The continued, and, as some seem to 
think, unreasonable and senseless sagita- 
tion by the preachers, has led to the pub- 
lication of various letters in the daily pa- 
pers on that subject; and I was deeply 
pained by one from some unfeeling wretch 
without proper respect for the cloth. He 
belched forth in this manner: ‘* The 
course being pursued by these misguided 
reformers called the ‘ Ministerial Associ- 
ation’ is doing more to corrupt the minds 
of the young people than they perhaps 
realize.” He then says: ‘‘ Even preachers 
sometimes liv in glass houses, and they 
would be credited with more sincerity if 


there were léss lapses from virtue in their. 


own fraternity. At least six preachers, 


pastors in this city, who were loudest in 
their denunciation of the social evil, hav 
left under a‘cloud or been silenced for 
gross immoralities. Their names can 
easily be recalled.” i 

J consider it ungentlemanly and imper- 
tinent to proclaim such things as these, 
and it is too bad that he could not hav 
kept them to himself; for the infiuence of 
our spiritual guides will not be increased 
by such disclosures. It is plainly evident 
that we need a censorship ^f the press, 
and I move that one be established at 
onee. O. SuvERANOR. 

Cleanliness Ahead of Godliness. 
TRINIDAD, Cor., June 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed please find ‘‘three 
of a kind,” for renewal of subscription to 
Tue TavurH Ssexer. I havn't succeeded 
as yet in getting the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union to subscribe for it, but 
one member of this renowned organiza- 
tion, a neighbor of mine, greatly enjoys 
reading it, and so I hope, through her 
instrumentality, to obtain the consent of 
the Union to hav Tus TRUTH SEEKER ap- 
pear in the holy shrine of their ‘‘ free read- 
ing room.” 

Since the disturber of orthodoxy (Mr. 
Putnam) was here, your paper has been at 
a premium. A great many people are 
anxious to read it, but lack the moral cour- 
age to take it in their awn name, fearful 
lest their conduct offand some pious mind. 
This class of humanity are improving, be- 
cause a few years ago they would not 
peruse the columns of a Liberal period- 
ical for fear of provoking divine wrath. 
God would, in infinit auger, see to it that 
they had appendicitis or an ingrowing 
toenail. 

Verily I say unto you, Trinidad is a 
great town—a sort of zoological garden. 
You find a variety of nationality, not un- 
like & seaport city, and consequently all 
forms of religious worship. The Catholic, 
Baptist, Methodist, Christian, Presbyte- 
rian, Congregations}, Lutheran, Seventh- 
day Adventist, and theirrepressible Salva- 
tionist, are all well-fed here by credulous, 
admiring votaries. And, just to think of 
it! among these holy of holies there liv & 
few for whom Reason has promulgated its 
emancipation proclamation—a few who 
hav the manhood and womanhood to think 
for themselvs, a few who hav peeped under 
the veil of history, and gathered some 
damaging truths about Christianity and its 
terrible career of torture and blood, a few 
who disbelieve in dreams and the astro- 
nomical feat of Joshua, a few who balieve 
that, if the biblical injunction. ** Be bap- 
tized and be saved,” had been, ‘‘ Bathe 
semi-weekly and be saved," and all theolo- 
gical Santa Claus worshipers as thoroughly 
imbued with its importance, there would 
be more health and happiness, and lucra- 
tie employment furnished all the unem- 
ployed of our land in the manufacture of 
808p. E. F. Squirzs. 


Charity and Mission Work Begin at 
Home, 


San Pepro, Cat., June 21, 1895. 

Mr, Eprror: It is through Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER that I make known the plan and 
giv my reply to the proposition of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church Society at 
Western, Ohio. They wish to defray the 
expenses of their new chureh and to pur- 
chase a pipe. organ. Under the motto of 
** God loves a cheerful giver,” they say in 
their circular: 

Dear Sir anp BRoTHER: Will you assist 
usin building our new Methodist Episcopal 
church in our little village? (we believe 
you will). We cannot build unless we hav 
assistance. We hav purchased a large 
book, and will enroll every man, woman, 
child, church society, and Sabbath-school 
that assists us. Don't you want your name 
enrolled with us? Send your contribu- 
tions at once to 

H. G. STRAWSER, 
Secretary and Treusurer. 

Those who wish to contribute can, of 
course, do so, but I fail to understand that 
it is giving to God and his cause. The 
truth of the matter is, I don’t believe God 
has any part in the scheme or will get any 
of the money. No, I am no sucker, as for 
the past twenty years. Mission and charity 
work begin at home. No longer am I 
led by the church and its societies. For 
many years I was & professor of religion, 
and held membership umber of 


Christian denominations. Bat this did not 
satisfy me. I found, upon examining my- 
self, that when I should appear at the 
judgment I would be weighed in the bal- 
ance and found wanting if I allowed my- 
self to appear on that great day under the 
banner of the apostate Protestant church, 
Rather than liv my life out of harmony 
with the Bible and Christ's teachings, I 
severed all allegiance to the apostate Prot- 
estant church, preferring to appear at the 
judgment bar either as a Worldly man or 
obedient to God's law. 

This circular accompanies the other: 

DEAR SIR AND BRoTHER: I hav been ap- 
pointed to solicit funds to purchase a pipe 
organ for our new church, and am asking 
my brother jewelers to clean one watch for 
our benefit. The organ will be presented 
in behalf of the jewelers of the United 
States, with their names and post-office ad- 
dresses attached. Please send me by re- 
turn mail $1 to help me in this good work, 
and more if you wish, Brother Stevens, 
Good cause! 'H. G. STRAWSER. 

I must decline to contribute money by 
return of mail for the purpose named. I 
hav replied to Mr. Strawser, but I don’t 
want this proposition kept quiet, but 
made known publicly, N. A. STEVENS. 


Will Read it, ov Hav it Read. 
Worozsrer, Mass., July 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed please find $1 to 
pay balance on my subscription and **F'our 
Hundred Years of Freethought." This 
will leave fifty cents for which you will 
please send ** Age of Reason" and ''Ex- 
amination of the Prophecies," as many as 
it will buy. Ishall send you the money 
in a few weeks for my new subscription 
and Paine's works. I want the ''Age of 
Reason" for some good Christians here. 
I often hav fights with some of them, very 
often with priests or ministers; mostalways 
Frenchmen. Ofcourse I am more at home 
in French; I can giv it to them in pretty 
good shape. A few days a^»o I met a 
French Protestant minister named Para- 
dis, of Lowell. Of course he said I didn’t 
understand the Bible; it was all the best 
of philosophy. I said, ‘‘If you under- 
stand it so well can you harmonize it, can 
you tune that bad old fiddle? Take for 
instance the genealogies of Jesus Christ by 
Matthew and by Luke; there are three or 
four stumbling-blocks there. First, they 
try to make him come down from the race 
of David and they came only to Joseph, 
and they say Joseph was not Jesus's 
father. Səcond, according to the Bible, 
Joseph had two fathers. ‘‘Oh, no," he 
said, ** you don’t understand it; that man 
had two names, Jacob and Eli.” **Then," 
I said, ‘‘ what about all the others in the 
two lists; according to that they must all 
hav had two names, and supposing they 
had, how is it the number of generations 
does not agree—twenty-eight in one and 
forty-three in the other?” He said, ‘‘Well, 
they make him come by two different 
lines.” ‘‘ How can that be?” said I, ‘‘can 
a man come from his father and from his 
uncle, too? Even supposing that was pos- 
sible, yet you are mistaken when you say 
Joseph's father had two names. If it were 
two men, or if he had two names, then 
he (Joseph) did not come by two different 
lines. What good reasoniog, is it not!” 
He said he would come to my house some 
day; I am afraid he won't. 

I couldn't go without Taz TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, anyway. I am bound to hav it as long 
as I can read it, and if I should lose my 
eyesight I would hav it read to me. 

Yours for truth, liberty, and justice, 

J. O. BELLEFLRUR. 
Reproach Becomes Honorable Mention. 
FRANKFORT, Mion., June 8, 1895. 

Mr. EprToR: I am reminded it would 
be well to hand in something to apply on 
subscription for your valuable paper that 
I hav perused with pleasure and I trust 
with profit for nearly twenty years. In- 
closed find $5, and, if it will not be asking 
too much, send me a copy of Alexander’s 
** Dynamic Theory.” 

I noticed, in the splen {tid letter of F., F. 
Mason, of Brooklyn, N. Y., on page 361 
of Tug TRUTH SEEEER, of date June 8th, 
read at the second annual memorial ser- 
vices at the grave of Thomas Paine, that he 
attempts to define the term ''Infidel," 
which he will pardon me for saying is.quite 
unsatisfactory. 

I hav been pained many times by a 
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seeming misapprehension of the meaning 
or careless use of the term, even by criti- 
cal secularists or Freethinkers. My un- 
derstanding of the term is, that it is 
derived from the Latin word fide, meaning 
faithful, trustful, honest, trusty, loyal, 
with the prefix in having a negativ sig- 
nification; that the word thus derived 
signifies unfaithful or not faithful —i. e., 
one that is not faithful to himself, to an- 
other, to a cause, to truth. to principle, to 
a party, or to mankind, 

In a sense, the ‘‘Author-Hero of the 
Revolution" was an Infidel. He was not 
loyal to dogmas, deities, or devils, and 
had no faith in, and was not a cringing 
follower of, senseless forms, ceremonies, 
and rituals; did not pay allegiance to any 
priest, prince, or potentate, and would not 
follow stupid error and ignorance because 
it was hoary with age. 

‘The term has also another and a cor- 
rupted meaning and use, as an epithet; 
and has long been employed as such. 
When ignorance, envy, and malice hav 
been disarmed of more dangerous weap- 
ons, they hav stood off and hurled this epi- 
thet at the object of their dislike. Hence 
Mohammedans always speak of Christians 
as ‘Infidel dogs," meaning thereby un- 
faithful curs, it being the most oppro- 
brious epithet they can formulate in words 
with which to stigmatize their opposing 
religionists. And our Christian friends, 
not understanding the true meaning of the 
term, hav borrowed the same from the 
East, like many other words, forms, and 
phrases, and employed it in this corrupted 
sense to stigmatize those who do not con- 
form to their conception of things. 

To be an Infidel to evil, to error, igno- 
rance, corruption, oppression, and tyranny, 
in church and state, in social and educa- 
tional institutions, is the most honorable 
title that can be conferred upon or at- 
' tained by man. N. A. PARKER. 


À Very Good Beginning. 


Portnann, Mr., June 23, 1895. 

This is the first piece I hav ever tried to 
write fora paper. Thought I would like 
to write a few lines for Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

Liberty and education are what the hu- 
man race is struggling for to-day. This 
world should be like a school-house, where 
the human race should be educated both 
physieally and mentally and prepared to 
exert a noble power instead of being 
judged and condemned to hell by ministers 
and priests. 

Robert G. Ingersoll, one of America’s 
most brilliant orators, is to-day teaching 
the world; he is not afraid to come before 
the peopie with his natural and honest 
thoughts. He is doing more to bring the 
human race out of darkness and supersti- 
tion than all the ministers and priests that 
ever lived. I hav no God. I believe the 
universe, governed by the uncreatable and 
indestructible laws of nature, always was 
and always will be. Hence, so far as I 
can see, the grave is the end of me. I find 
that, as a general rule, Christians are not 
very well read in the Bible; not oue in & 
thousand has read the Bible through. And 
Still they believe every word of it. 

I was brought up a Catholic and tried to 
liv up to it, but found that I could not. 
They impressed hell on my mind very 
Strongly. So I commenced to read the 
Bible for myself. Ihav read it through 
twice very slowly and carefully, every 
chapter of it. The result is that it cleared 
me from all darkness and superstition. 
Now I fear no.God, no devil, no hell. I 
treat everybody to the best of my ability, 
and believe in doing good and helping my 
fellowmen. We should all help each other. 
I believe in evolution, change from one 
condition to another for ever and ever. 
My body has always been in this universe 
in some condition or form, but I hav no 
remembrance of being in any form except 
the present one. : 

God, according to the Bible, made the 
world, and if the Bible is true he made a 
failure of everything he undertook to do 
up to the birth of Christ. And that was 
one of the most disgraceful things of which 
Ihav ever read or heard. God committed 
a crime, and then divided himself into 
three parts, God the father, God the Holy 
Ghost, and God the Son. God committed 
adultery with Mary through the holy 
ghost, who is Christ’s father. Christ is 
God’s son, therefore God must be his own 


grandfather. It seems from this point 
that God has taken a back seat and let the 
holy ghost and Ohrist struggle with the 
world. There is no doubt but God felt 
somewhat weak after he divided himself 
into three parts. So, inorder to get some 
of his strength back, he had the Jews mur- 
der his son under the pretense of saving 
the world, Ithink the Christian religion 
will die out, and when it does the three- 
times-one-is-one and  once-one-is-three 
Gods will die with it. Henry SHAW, 


Equal Suffrage. 
OAMBRIA, Kan., July 3, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Popularity and Prejudice 
are two overgrown twinsof the Nineteenth 
century, whose parents are Ignorance and 
Oredulity. But reason and logic dispense 
with both of them. Hence if we would 
reason correctly on any subject we must 
put aside prejudice, hear both sides of the 
arguments, and accept nothing that has 
not facts to sustain it. - 

Positiv and negativ forces pervade all 
space, every atom of the universe, and 
whero one is not the other cannot exist, 
and for an undertaking to be a success 
both must be present—whether it is of a 
material, moral, or governmental charac- 
ter. They balance one the other, hence a 
government cannot long exist for both 
unless both are represented. In this 
government only one of these forces is 
represented—the positiv or masculin— 
henee disorder, corruption, and injus- 
tice result. This must always be the case 
when one of these forces is wanting. 
We are not sympathetie in our appeal, 
neither are we tyrannical in our demands. 
Science and logic, experience and reason, 
facts and theories, evidence, and con- 
clusions therefrom derived, support us. 
Could our shackles be removed for one 
century, what a change there would be in 
the intellect of human beings, for this 
change, through the laws which govern 
reproduction, would evolve much better 
young men, who would come into being 
with the attributes of self-reliance, inde- 
pendence, and common sense. Then there 
would be no use for monopolies to keep 
expensiv lobbies at Washington, for there 
would be statesmen there that no oppressor 
of the poor could buy. 

A free woman will raise free sons, whom 
policy cannot control, for the liberty she 
enjoys will be defended by her offspring, 
and they will feel free to act as their rea- 
son dictates, and in perfect freedom they 
will hav no other aim than that of justice. 
It is as impossible to raise free men when 
woman considers herself man's iuferior as 
it is to mix oil aud water. There are laws 
in nature that govern the intellect as well 
as the body, and anv interference with 
them forestalls the desired results. This is 
one of the reasons why woman should hav 
political liberty, something to exercise all 
her mental faculties, for only by their 
exercise can they be enlarged and trans- 
mitted to her offspring? Can men afford 
to overlook this great and self-evident 
truth? Is not the march of progress slow 
enough, at the best, when we act in har- 
mony with nature’s laws? Then, why crip- 
ple her instead of helping her help on 
human development? Life is short, and 
ean last but a season, and he enjoys it most 
who helps to broaden the skirts of libert y, 
thereby enhaneing his own happiness by 
elevating reason and justice to a higher 
plane. We must agree with Ingersoll that 
** man is not yet civilized,” for when he is 
eivilized enough to treat his wife as his 
equal, to be kind to her who is adding bud 
and blossom to his household as he is to 
the thoroughbred animals in his fields, 
then he will raise thoroughbred men and 
women, sons and daughters of whom to 
beproud. When he is civilized enough to 
make motherhood a blessing instead of a 
curse, by enslaving the mother, woman- 
hood a blessing instead of a crime to be 
punished by disfranchisment, then he will 
rear sons of philanthropy and daughters 
of economy, who will study how to save in- 
stead of spend the dollars. 

Should man expect aught but extrava- 
gance from one he has made dependent on 
him, and the boundaries of whose research 
are home, society, and fashion? ‘‘ Support 
me ” is the language of wedded inequality; 
**we will work together for the good of the 
nation and our home,” is the language of 


equal rights. When man is civilized 
enough to render to woman all her rights, 
to accept her logic, so far as it is sound, 
to encourage her to read, and to reason 
for herself, then there will be no more 
heard of Mrs. Grundy, no more heard of 
society scandal. When man is civilized he 
will hav a better insight into human nat- 
ure; he will know that for every pleasure 
he grants his wife, for every ray of sun- 
shine he causes to flit across her path of 
maternal anxiety and daily cares, each in- 
vestment will bring him a hundred fold 
in his children. He will stimulate her 
mentality in every available way, instead 
of leaving it to feed on the garbage which 
Mrs. Grundy and her clan hav dumped 
by the wayside, for he will know that 
every idea which she absorbs or formulates 
will be improved upon and. transmitted to 
her offspring to better the condition of 
and elevate humanity. Thus for the sake 
of the generations yet to be woman should 
hav every right that man has. 
Mrs. F. A. ABBOTT. 


Coming! 
LIBERAL, Mo., June 30, 1895. 

Watch for the Date! Great Roman Je- 
rusalem Aggregation of Biblical Relics! 
Great Holy Show! Bring the children! 
Great museum and only menagerie of bib- 
lical animals! Relics rich and rare! Our 
museum contains the following wonders: 
Core of the apple Eve ate; cinder from 
Abel’s altar; the club with which Cain slew 
Abel, and a photo of Cain's wife and the 
little Cains! Piece of Noah's ark, and the 
lead pencil Noah used in checking off the 
animals as they went into the ark! Brick 
from the Tower of Babel, and the spotted 
rods Jacob put in Laban's watering trough! 
Lynch pin of Pharaoh’s chariot, aud 
broomstick of the Witch of Endor! Sword 
on which Saul suicided! Ahab's chariot 
and Goliath's spear!  Ram's horns that 
knocked down the walls of Jericho, Gide- 
on's fleece, pitchers, and. trumpets with 
which he defeated the Midianites! 'The 
nail with which Jael slew Sisera! We hav 
also David's dowry to Michal, and the ark 
of the Lord that slew 50,000 people for 
looking in it! Our menagerie contains 
the Lamb of God, Lion of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, Balaam's ass, seven lean kine and 
seven fat kine of Pharaoh's vision, and 
Elijah’s fiery steeds that carried him to 
heaven! We hav the colt J. Christ stole, 
the lions that did not eat Daniel, and the 
pale horse on which death rides! The 
great serpent-lion, Satan, with head of ser- 
pent, body of lion, cloven feet, and diet of 
sulphur and brimstone, is on exhibition 
in our great moral show; the great Lion- 
Lamb-Star-Lily-Rose, Jesus Christ, who 
is perpetually roaring, **Iam the Rose of 
Sharon, the Lily of the Valley, the Bright 
and Morning Star,and the Lion of the Tribe 
of Judah!" He has lilies for hands and 
in the right one carries seven stars, a star- 
shaped head and a sharp sword coming 
out of his mouth, and rose-colored eyes! 
See the she-bears that ate forty-two chil- 
dren for mocking the old baldhead of Is- 
rael! The great red dragon that knocked 
down one-third of the stars with his tail! 
The beast with seven heads and ten horns 
seen by Daniel in his vision! The ravens 
that fed Elijah, and the quails that came 
from the Red Sea, are in our great orni- 
thological display, with a pair of Gabriel’s 
last year’s wings! Our circus and dramatic 
troupe is composed of a brilliant galaxy of 
stars engaged especially for our great trip 
around the world. First is the wonderful 
Holy Ghost. Come and see him! We 
could not get G. Hovah, because he has 
so much to do watching the sparrows fall, 
and numbering the hairs of the heads of 
his numerous progeny, but he sent his 
wife to represent him. We hav the poor 
widow and her mite; the scarlet woman of 
Revelation; the angel that measured 
heaven and his measuring reed, and Rahab 
the harlot! Oar botanical display is un- 
surpassed. See the bulrushes Moses lay 
iv; the lilies that toil not, neither do they 
spin; the fig-tree that did not hav sense 
enough to bear figs out of season, because 
Christ wanted them. We show also the 
grass that to-day is and to-morrow is cast 
into the oven. In the reptil department 
we hav Moses’s brazen serpent, and many 
other wonderful cnriosities direct from the 
Vatican. Our graud spectacular circus 


drama begins at 2 r.m. Program: Tri- 
umphal march of the Patriarchs; all the 
bloody crimes of the old Testament in liv- 
ing procession! The coming of the Wise 
Men. Joseph's Dream! The flight "into 
Egypt! Singing of Solomon’s Song! Oal- 
vary scene with real thieves aud the true 
cross of Christ! Olown’s Carnival and 
Festival of Fools!—T. D. Talmage, J. 
Cook, S. Jones, and D. L. Moody, actors. 
Entrance of J. Christ and apostles cutting 
off their right hands and plucking out 
their eyes on account of their offensiv nat- 
ure. Isle of Patmos and John’s Vision; ' 
singing of 109th Psalm, Great bust-up; 
turning of the sun into darkness, moon 
into blood, and all people beholding the 
coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, 
in spite of the roundness of the earth! 
Falling stars and hell to pay generally, all 
in charge of Talmage, Master of Pulpit 
Fireworks! Solomon’s apes and peacocks 
will be seen, also David dancing before 
the ark of the Lord! A gold brick from 
the New Jerusalem, and fire-shovel from 
hell can be seen in our mighty collection 
of marvels! Refreshments will be served 
consisting of manna, milk, and honey; 
wine of the supply Christ made at Caua; 
part of the cake the widow of Sarepta made 
for Elijah, aud water brought from the 
rock at command of Moses. See Aaron's 
rod that budded, and also the hickory-rod 
that did not bud. Great Moral Tableaux 
shown in our free street parade: Noah and 
his sons. Onan and Tamar. Lot and his 
daughters. David and 'Mrs Uriah, 
Bring the children to see and hear Sam 
Jones, the most vulgar man in America, 
If you believe all we tell we giv a free 
ticket to the New Jerusalem, but if not, 
we will damn you quick. Greatest vindi- 
eation of Christianity ever known, and our 
collection of petrified fish tales is uuex- 
celled. Street parade at 10 a.m. Band 
playing on golden harps, trumpets, cornets, 
and cymbals. Rascals and hypocrits, fol- 
lowed by Sunday-school children armed 
aud uuiformed for the slaughter of Infi- 
dels and heretics. Lots- pickled wife and 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image follow, 
and then will be seeu the furnace in which 
Wide Brick, Side Brick, and To-Bed-We- 
Go were thrown. Tickets admit to all at 
the price of common sense, decency, or 
individuality. Olergy admitted free, 
Rain or shine we show every day! Oar 
tents are those that the Israelites dwelt in, 
and our circus is held in the tabernacle 
constructed by Moses at the command of 
G. Hovah. We will positivly exhibit 
where we say we will; this show is managed 
by John Calvin, Martin Luther, aud John 
Knox. The Fool Killer is turned loose 
after each performance, as he gets no work 
where our show does not travel. Lie, 
steal, and kill, for ‘‘the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin,” 
J. M. Ware. 


Mortuary—Alexander Risk. 


Paro, Ia., June 28, 1895, 

Mr. Eprror: It is with sad feelings I hav 
to record the death of our friend aud com- 
rade, Alexander Risk, of Fayette county 
Iowa. He passed away on the 10th of this 
month, at 1:15 in the morning. He was 
born in Mochruu, Wigtonshire, Scotland, 
January 27th, 1827. Hecame to America 
in 1850, and to Iowa in 1852, and has been 
8 business man ever since. He made con- 
siderable property, and has left his family 
well todo. I had some acquaintance with 
him, although we lived a long distance 
apart. My wife and I went up to see him 
a few weeks before he died. He said he 
was Willing to go at any time, for he had 
been suffering so long with cancer in the 
stomach. He wished I would tell the 
friends that he should die as he had lived, 
true to the cause he loved so well. I 
wished to go to the funeral, but sickness 
prevented, so we had to say farewell, 

Tc show the liberal disposition of the 
mau: We had a convention in Cedar Rap- 
ids a good many years ago. E. O. Walker 
and Colonel Billings were there, Some 
one proposed to go around with the hat to 
get money to pay the expenses. Brother 
Risk said ** No," he would rather pay the: 
whole bill himself. Then we all threw in 
as we felt able; stillthere was a shortage 
of $14, and he stepped up and paid in the 
balance. Those who were there will re- 
member the cireumstanoe. He was always 
a friend in need. JOHN STRATFORD. 
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@hildren’s @orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H., WRON, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occnpations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


Seandal-Mongers. 


Do you hear the scanda!-mongers 
Passing bv, 
Breathing poison in a whisper, 
In a sigh? 
Moving cautiously and slow, 
Smiling sweetly as they go 
Never noisy—gliding smoothly as a snake, . 
Supping here and Sliding there 
Through the meadows fresh and fair, 
Leaving subtle slime and poison in their wake. 


Saw you not the scandal-monger 
As she sat 
Beaming brightly nea'h the roses 
On her hai? 
In ber dainty gloves and dress, 
Angel-like, and nothing less, 
Seemed she, casting smiles and pleasing words 
about. 
Once she shrugged and shook her head, 
Raised her eyes and nothing said 
When you spoke of friends, and yet it left a 
doubt. 


Did you watch the scandal-monger 
At the ball? 
Through the music, rhythm, beauty, 
Light and all, 
Moving here and moving there, 
With a whisper lightas air, 
Casting sbadows on & sister woman's fame— 
Justa whispered word or glance— 
As fhe floated through the dance, 
And a doubt forever hangs upon a name. 


You will find the scandal mongers 
Everywhere. 
Sometimes men, but often Women, 
Young and fair; 
Yet their tongues drip foulest slime, 
And they spend their leisure time . 
Casting mud on those who climb by work or 
worth! 
Shun them, shun them as you go, 
Shun them, whether high or low; 
They are but the cursed serpents of the earth. 
—Anonymous, 


Sold by Auction. 
[CoNCLUDED. ] 

Their histories were written in the book 
and volume of ‘‘ Aunt Mary's" brain, 
where oft she turned the leat to read. 

Back by the fire-place were an old, very 
old, pair of men's boots, hard and bronzed 
by time. ‘‘ Whose boots were those?" and 
* Did *Aunt Mary' wear such boots?" 
were the queries freely passed. 

There was a subdued silence when some 
one said, ''They belonged to ‘Aunt 
Mary's! only brother, who went away to 
sea long ago, and never returned. 'The 
boots hav always remained there, just 
where he left them when he went away." 

Trunks were emptied of old newspapers, 
reports ancient as the hills, almost ; old 
books and pamphlets, and, side by side, 
an old copy of Baxter’s ''Saint's Rest” 
and Paine’s *Age of Reason.”  Fox's 
‘Book of Martyrs" was near by, but the 
** Age of Reason" showed it had received 
most attention, its leaves being worn and 
crumpled. Mary had kept this literature 
because her father had read and pre- 
served it. 

The black crape bonnet and veil that 
her mother wore was full of a tender and 
mournful pathos. It seemed to reprove 
the jesting crowd before whom it was held. 
Nobody bid for the bonnet. Was it 
because it had been worn at funerals, 
where sorrow and grief had been, or be- 
cause the crape was gray and old? 

There were patchwork bed-quilts held 
before the upturned, eager eyes of the 
crowd. The patches had been set in curi- 
ous form, and wore of many colors. How 
many hopes seemed to hav been sewed in 
with each quaint square and diamond 
shape, hopes that faded and disappeared 
ere they were half realized! 

A very, very old muslin gown made with 
a round waist and close, tight-fitting 

sleeves in wide contrast to the present pre- 
vailing mode, was brought forth from an 
old-fashioned bandbox, and spread before 
the wide-mouthed, wondering gaze of 
those in the room. ‘‘Aunt Mary” wore it 
years and years ago, when, with red roses 


jn her cheeks and hope in her heart, she had 
tripped along Spring street on her way to 
What a 
world of romance was in its scant folds and 


church or to some gala festival. 


the faded ribbon hanging so limp at the 
neck! Amid many fancies of old-time 
lovers’ walks when Aunt Mary was a 
sprightly girl and young men followed in 
her footstepr, the white muslin dress was 
sold to the highest bidder, a dear old 
friend who had known Mary when she was 
youthful and pretty, who had seen her 
arrayed in that same gown. Her aged 
fingers clasped the precious relic of by- 
gone days with love and reverence. 

A deep silence, a hush like that at an 
open grave, fell upon the upturned faces 
when the auctioneer held up a child’s frock 
of red calico, cut low in the neck, with 
short, puffed sleeves. It was of the strong, 
thick, lasting quality of the imported Eng- 
lish print of Jong ago. With the little 
gown was & pair of red morocco shoes, & 
string of amber beads, and a long lock of 
golden-brown hair. The aged woman who 
had purchased the muslin gown whispered 
softly: *"They belonged to little Nelly —~. 
She died in 1884." 

“I ean’t offer these things at auction!” 
ejaculated the auctioneer, while his eyes 
grew moist, and a tear dropped on the lit- 
tle red gown. Many eyes were tear-wet 
also, as he gently laid the dress, the amber 
beads, the little red shoes, and the lock of 
golden-brown hair on a shelf near by, 
high up. where nobody could reach them. 

** And you wouldn't hav been allowed to 
so much as touch them had Aunt Mary 
her reason," said the old lady, who had 
eagerly watched every movement. 

For sixty years these mementos of little 
Nelly had been saoredlv preserved by her 
fond and idolizing sister Mary, now shut 
away from the world and all that she had 
loved, sitting alone in mental darkness, 
but happy as a child. Nobody knew 
where little Nelly was buried, the child- 
sister of four years, who went away so 
many years ago, and whose memory had 
been solong and fondly cherished by at 
least one person in the world. 

Visions of the little maiden running in 
and out of the old house, her hands full of 
buttercups and field daisies, her sweet 
face aglow with innocent happiness, would 
arise, and her childish prattle arose above 
the voice of the auctioneer. We seemed 
to see her arrayed in the little red dress, 
her feet in the pretty red morocco slip- 
pers, with her amber beads about her lit- 
tle neck. How dear she was, this little 
pet of the household! And what griefand 
sorrow filled their lonely hearts when sick- 
ness overtook her, and the dear face grew 
whiter than snow, when the eyes closed 
never again to show the love-light that 
death extinguished. The pattering feet 
and the little white hands had been still 
for many a year, and she was forgotten. 

No, ** Aunt Mary" had kept her mem- 
ory Clean, sweet, and fragrant. She knew 
the spot of green grass that covered her 
form, now long ago changed to mold and 
dust. 

Hurrying feet had come and gone, joys 
and sorrows passed like a panorama, and 
now strangers bad come in to handle, 
but not roughly, no! not roughly, 
but tenderly and with a sigh, the 
belongings of little Nelly. The little gar- 
ments survived her. She had gone, but 
they existed still, and the tress of gold- 
brown hair seemed as soft and silken as if 
it were only yesterday it had been out from 
her head. 

No relativ was there to take it from the 
fingers of the auctioneer, that trembled as 
he gently laid the sacred relics away. 

** Aunt Mary” did not know that nature 
had kindly made her as & very little child. 
She did not remember any longer. Well 
for her that memory had become a blank. 

S. H. W. 


The Second Summer, 
many mothers believe, is the most precarious in 
a child's life; general'y it may ba true, but you 
willfind that mothers and physicians familiar 
with the value of the Gail Borden Eagle Brand 
Condensed milk do not so regard it. 


WONDER CABINET FREE, Missing Link 
% Puzzle, Devil's Bottle, Pocket Camera, Latest 
Wire Puszle, Bpook Photos, Book of Bleight of 
EX Hand, Total Value 60c Bent free with immense 
EAN catalogue of 1000 Bargains for 10¢. for postage. 
EAGAN INGERSOLL & BRO. 65 Cortlandt Street, N, Y. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE, 


Terse, witty, and sarcastio definitions of theo 
logical terms. Price, 2 conte. 


SOS 
CA 
Eq 4 NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. TI. God and the Devil III. Is the Bible Con 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Propheoy and Expectancy? V. Jeau- 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate Resurrection? VII. 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Co ning o? Christ? VIII The Christ Spirit Outs 
Side the Btble. IX. What Is the sible? X. How Man Advances. . Why Do Men Oling to the 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XILI. Is Therea God? XIV. Reward and 
Punishment. XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. . 

the Light. 


A Book that should be in 4l g hands of all who see 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. The Truth Seeker, New York. 


HAND-BOOK 


 FREETHOUGHT 


By W. S. BELL, 


Containing in condensed and systematized forma 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
A of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its w:de 
all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought, 
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Paine’s "Age of Reason," 
variety of subjects include 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 
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You see them everywhere. 


Beautiful 
Bicycles... 


@ Bicycle Beauty comes from graceful lines 
and fine finish, in which points Columbia bicycles excel. But 
there is more than mere looks to recommend a Columbia. 
Back of the handsome design and elegant finish is a sterling 
quality that over the roughest road and the longest journey will 
carry the rider with safety and satisfaction. 


COLUMBIA «a Hartford. 


POPE MFG. CO. 
General Offices and Factories, HARTFORD 


SOSTON, NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 
SAN FRANCISCO, 
PROVIDENCE, BUFFALO, 


Send two 2-cent stamps for a 
Columbia Catalogue; free if you 
call at a Columbia agency. 


| ARARARARARRAR 
‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CPYTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References tothe most 2lain and Striking Belf-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
or:ptures. Including Qnestions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible, Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—— Price, 25 Cents. 
THE TRITTH SEEKER. 28 T.«favette Place, New York City. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabhbatie Idea-- 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the 
Sabbath—-Lixamination of 
Sunday Arguments -Origin 
ot the Christian Sabbath— 

. Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers”, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro= 
gation of Sunday Laws, 
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MODEL 40 COLUMBIA 


Buy a 
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Addrana 


-BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG, 


Price, 25 Cents. — Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette phroe, Now York, 


Jury 20, 1895]: 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 


Start Christians Thinking, 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 


act as “ Eye-openers,” 


in doing ' Missionary 


Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, frieads 
&1d all inqniring persons, send for a supply of 


these valnable little evangels of truth. 


They range in plico from one to ten cents each. 
They are so iow in ptice that thonsands of gen- 


_erons-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- A Secnlar Prayer, | Anstin He Hol pake ko mE Q H d $ 
not be spread broadcast over onr land. Sent, | The Stage and the Pulpit. Robt G fagersoli: $ 
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terialism. R.S Brigham, M.D 
Fvolntion of Israel's God, A. Ae 


Essays on Miracles. Davi b th . : 
. Rather, Son, god H See undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
Fonndations. John Syphers properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 


Free ppgech &nd f'ree Press. 
Few Words boni the Devil. Chas. Brad!sugh 
Freethought and M.od. Progress. Chas. vane 
The Frui:s of Christianity. Annie Besanc.. 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann.. 
The Gospsl of Christiauity and the Gospel of 
fan a Bonin i Annie Besant 
Has Man a Son]? Oharles Bradlangh.. 
Heaven and Hell: Whcre Sitnated? Anstin 
iere Wd Vevv ed estsis Un holy soos EUER S ipu e viele 
Hereditary Transmission. Ii!lnstrations of Its 
Occurrence. Prof. Lonis E sb rg........ 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh — .. ... 


Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlangh 


5 

Poverty: Its Effects on the ISTE ‘Condi: 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlangh. 1 
Protestant Persecutions. William Coboett.. 1 
uestions for Bible Worshipers.. 1 
The Belstion of Witchcraft to Religion. 
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nal Punishment. M Bab 


Revivalism Examined. A.G. "Hamphrey:: m 
A Remarkable Book a kevien ot Gre 
Creed of Christendom. H. W xe 
in Canadian Sp: ctator.. 
The Safe Side. B Brown . 
Science and Bible Antagonisti 
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Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 


Taxation? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Lf pa mphlet with this title contains an Argn- 
ment or Eqnality of Taxation, and a Statement 


of Facts, giving, from the Censns of 1890, 
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that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 


of text, it is evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 

per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 

nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 

Sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 

, investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 

not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 


If You Take Away Mv Re!igion What Will Yon 
GiveMeinitsSte d? H. B. Martin, M. p. 3 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson... 10 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher................uLsse. 1 
Tufidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... b 
Ingersoll Catechised. Wi h Tngersoll’s 
Poem on Robert Burns 
Ingersoll on McGlynn ... 
The s ls We Endure: Their Cc 


the Valne, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in thy several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
& glance the reiative standing as to Wealth of the 
eading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Gronpe. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
somparisons being based npon official figures. 
his pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 

lished. In no other work are the 1acts, fignres, 
&nd arguments to be fonnd. The fignres. bein 
Jerived from the Government Censns of 1890, wi 
not be superseded nntil the censns of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably abont eight 
years hence. The argnments are nnanswerable 

nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon, 
as bhe injustice of church exemption is snffere 
20 5xis 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribntion by 


As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Yuars or Ferer- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 
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Goms of Fhought. | Some Gui Pamphlets at Low Prias, ers 


By doing his own work, man unfolds 
himself,— Rk. W. Emerson. 


A Fanatic of good faith, always a dan- 
gerous kind of man.— Voltaire. 


To compromise with wrong is to make 
yourself a part of it. — Galveston News. 


Tux instincts of the race are renewed 
in each new born infant. — Elizabeth 
Harrison. 


We want no kings but kings of toil, 
No crowns but crowns of deeds— 
Not royal birth, but sterling worth, 
Must mark the man who leads. 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


Wen there is fully recognized the truth 
that moral beauty is higher than intellect- 
ual power—when the wish to be admired 
is in large measure replaced by the wish 
to be loved—that strife for distinction 
which the present phase of civilization 
shows us will be greatly moderated. —Her- 
bert Spencer. 


From man to molecule, creation is the 
creature of law. In the life-and-death 
struggle now raging between sacerdotalism 
and science—between darkness and light 
—who can doubt the issue? Who can 
doubt which is ** fittest to survive," which, 
really, conforms to the drift of evolution? 
—H, C. Hiller. 


In France, the people were the sport of 
a King’s caprice. Everywhere was the 
shadow of the Bastile. It fell upon the 
sunniest field, upon the happiest home. 
With the king walked the headsman; back 
of the throne was the chamber of torture. 
The church appealed to the rack, and Faith 
relied on the fagot. Science was an out- 
cast, and Philosophy, so-called, was the 
pander of superstition. Nobles and priests 
were sacred. Peasants were vermin. Idle- 
ness sat at the banquet, and Industry 
gathered the crumbs and  crusts.—Zn- 
gersoll. 


CanvMNx is the homage which dogma- 
tism has ever paid to conscience. Even in 
the periods when the guilt of heresy was 
universally believed, the spirit of intoler- 
ance was only sustained by the diffusion of 
countless libels against the misbeliever, 
and by the systematic concealment of his 
virtues. How sedulously theologians at 
that time labored in this task, how unscru- 
pulously they maligned and blackened 
every leading opponent of their views, 
how eagerly they fanned the flame of sec- 
tarian animosity, how uniformly they pro- 
hibited those whom they could influence 
from studying the writings or frequenting 
the society of mex of different opinions 
from their own, is well known to all who 
are acquainted with ecclesiastical history. 
— W. E. H. Lecky. 


Tar American Protectiv Association is 
provincial, and therefore, to any lofty in- 
tuitions, immoral and & menace. It vio- 
lates the canons of equal freedom, and 
does it as such violations usually do, in be- 
half of lower interests and narrow ideals. 
Liberty is as precious to one who does not 
believe in liberty as to one who does. I 
would yield and defend all liberties except 
the liberty to abbreviate and viclate lib- 
erty. And I would defend Catholics in all 
just claims as readily as I would defend 
myself. The fact that the Catholic church 
concerns itself little to grant liberty, and 
the suspicion that it would violate my 
autonomy if it had the chance, does not 
drive me from my conviction. All public 
and private action which offends against 
the principle of solidarity is bad. The 
American Protectiv Association is birthed 
in such offense and is therefore discredited 
and an aggression.— Horace L, Traubel, 


Tere is no such unity as nature with 
which man can in any intelligible manner 
be compared. Man and his productions 
are no more outside of, or in opposition 
to, nature than are bees and birds and 
their productions. In the widest sense of 
the word, nature is the totality of objects 
perceived as the world. To ascribe intel- 
ligent unity or concerted action to this 
totality is the acme of personifying ab- 
surdity. In another and narrower sense 
of the word, every object in nature has a 
nature of its own. In this sense every- 
thing must, and does, act according to its 
nature; for we know its nature only by its 
acts, and, consequently, to say it acts 
contrary to its nature would be to say it 
acts Contrary to its acts. To say that man 
resists or surpasses nature is only an ab- 
surd play on words, for the resistance is as 
natural as the thing resisted, and the thing 
which surpasses as the thing surpassed. 
Man is as truly the sport of natural forces 
as a stone, for the simple reason that there 
are no unnatural forces. He is free when 
he is free to act according to his inclina- 
tions. Any higher degree of freedom than 
this cannot be sought or conceived by 
any man.—J. H. Beatty, in Agnostic 
Journal 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly “or 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for.$1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


gener C Luse. p 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel N Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture b 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D, Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teaca- 
ers of the former nit D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n’s 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF IN®*EDELITY. To 

which is added 2 poem on Thomas Paine. One 

of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliantlectures. 

Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 

tion, * What Has Infidelity, Done?” shonid be 

induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel WGroh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION 
A discussion between Col Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
thatthe rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. . 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 
best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘it is an open secret 


that man has always made his Gods. They |. 


exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—tne image vanishes.” 
This pamphlet, therefore, is & consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. | 
Samuel P. Putnam. ; 
ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel! 
Robert G. Ingersoll and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 
and Births, rhe Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- > 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, | 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, V he 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fail of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins irationu, Tbe Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, " No Bible, No Civilization;” Mira- 
cles of the New, Testament, [he Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Fter- 
nal Punishment. Some who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


on the famous text, '" The Clergy know that I 
do not know.” 
N ISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FREDERICK DouaLáss and Cor. Ron- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decisi.n of the 
United Sta es Court vhat the Civi] Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Uolonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 EW A 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle wil be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to à devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K 
Washburn's best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babonck's comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con. 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evi-ence o” the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se:gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
&re inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Trauslated by James Parton, author of the 
Lf of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth», George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED ? 


Bierbower. 


Austin 
€ A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. _ . 
WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of hrist’: alleged acts which would lead one 
to that conciusion. LK Washburn 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu nam. 
T^e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putuam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
avdthe Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and tne shor" nm so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
G0D? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr ss at Chì- 
cago. Conside ing: The Oause of Woman's 
Subjagation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
Upon H-r, Theology Never Helpfulto Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. susan i 


H.W. 
WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect. 


ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage As- 
Sociaiion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKER. CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will cL. it will 
= Corner 
Make You “ 2 
A the 
Laugh P 
i $ -— arson. 
m 
By WATSON HESTON. 

The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts E I-B. 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the A00 Pages. 200 Y Lage 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 

CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloody Joshua, 


Some Giants, 

The Adyentures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, | 

Isaac and His ‘ Sister, 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, . . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


he Campaign of Deborah d 
Against Jabin and Bisera sind 
General Gideon. 
Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 
Bath, [P Boaz. R 
nstable as Water, God Shall 
eie God's Favorite, aor Ergel, 
ome Stories from th i 
Adventures of the OLOR Kings, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices’: Cloth," gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lajayette PL, New York city 


In the nature of things, 


SAYS 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; forif & man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Evaand Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Ixazssonr's great 
lecture, printed in & handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 95 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by InarRsoxt, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx CAPT. ROBERT CO. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


Jury 20, 1895] 
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JYot for Parsons. 


I see that a New York church has just 
got the pet clergyman of a sister church 
in a small town by throwing off the limit 
and raising the small church out. It 
couldn't see $10,000 a year, and so had to 
throw up its hand. And, by the way, what 
sort of preacher would St. Paul hav been 
if he had been paid ten thousand a year 
to show people of **wealth and refinement ” 
how to reach the carriage entrance of the 
New Jerusalem ?—New York World. 


Tus Elmira Advertiser tells a story of a 
clergyman about to leave his parish who 
had endeared himself to every one in it 
by his self-denying pastoral work. Among 
those who called upon him to say good-by 
were an aged couple who were particularly 
fond of him. When they were about to 
leave, the old lady, with much feeling and 
many tears, while grasping the pastor by 
the hand (who was moved to tears himself), 
said, ‘‘The Lord only knows, Brother S., 
how often I've bitten my fingers that I 
might keep awake to hear your good ser- 
mons." The moral of the story appears 
to be that flne preaching is not the only 
necessary qualification of a clergyman. 


Tue following is an amusing instance of 
the tenacity with which the Highlanders 
hold to the honors and antiquity of their 
kindred. A dispute arose between Camp- 
bell and McLean upon the never-ending 
subject. McLean would not allow that the 
Campbells had any right to rank with the 
MoLeans in antiquity, who, he insisted, 
wére in existence as a clan from the begin- 
ning of the world. Campbell had a little 
more biblical lore than his antagonist, and 
asked him if the clan McLean lived before 
the flood. *''Flood! What flood?" said 
McLean. ‘‘The flood that you. know 
drowned all the world but Nosh and his 
family and his flocks," said Campbell. 
** Pooh! you and your flood," said Mo- 
Lean; ‘‘my clan was before the flood." 
“I hav not read in my Bible." observed 
Campbell, **of the name of MeLean going 
into Noah's ark." *'*Nosh's ark,” retorted 
McLean in contempt, ** who ever heard of 
a McLean that had not a boat of his own!” 
— Household Words. 


dragged the river for three days, noth 

ing was ever found of brother Brown ex- 
cept his hat. The Rev. Mr. Literal sug 

gested that he was probably taken up into 
heaven by a whirlwind). 

** Pray without ceasing.” ** Whatsoever 
ye ask ye shall receive.” You, brother 
Rouse, hav & crop of corn now parched 
and dying for lack of rain. Our brother 
Jenkins has a large quantity of hay in the 
field and it needs dry weather for a week 
or it will be ruined. Brother Rouse, you 
will pray for rain. Brother Jenkins, you 
will pray for dry weather, and behold both 
your prayers shall be answered. f 

Be Noth- 


Arise and let ussing—** Oh To 
ing." Amen. Ben ELLIS. 
Science Versus Religion, 
OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICO"BE, 
Price, LD Cents. For sale at this Office. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Rav. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issuzs oF 1891.—$3. 


Fivx cents was the value which a Texas | Wh 


farmer once placed upon a minister’s pray- 
er. The story is told in the Epworth Era 
of the Rev. H. S. Thrall, one of the pio- 
neers of Methodism in Texas. In company 
with & number of itinerants, who were on 
their way to conference, Doctor Thrall 
stopped to spend the night with an old 
farmer. It was the custom then to settle 
the bill at night, so that they might rise 
about three o’clock in the morning and 
ride a good way before breakfast, and lie 
by in the heat of the day. Doctor Thrall, 
acting as spokesman of the party, said to 
the old farmer after supper, ‘‘ We area 
company of Methodist preachers going to 
eonference. If you will get the family to- 
gether we will hav prayers with you." 
After prayers, one by one settled his bill. 


Doctor Thrall's turn came, and he asked: 


for his bill. The old farmer replied: 
** Well, pa'son, I charged the rest twenty- 
five cents, but bein' as you prayed for us 
80 good, I won't charge you but twenty 
cents.” 


A SERMON I HEARD ON TOGG’S ISLAND 
BY THE REV. MR. LITERAL, 


Bretheren and Sisters: I take for my 
text, on this beautiful Sunday morning, & 
few verses from the last chapter of Mark— 
"(o ye into the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. . . . And 
they that believe shall cast out devils . . 
. and do many wonderful works. And 
‘these signs shall follow them that believe: 
" They shall take up serpents; and 
if they drink any deadly thing it shall not 
hurt them.” 

Now, bretheren and sisters, let us show 
our belief by doing these things. You, 
isister Jones, will please take a respectable 
dose of strychnine upon your arrival home; 
you, brother Smith, will at once go to the 
gardens and take therefrom a poisonous 
snake, wrap it twice around thy neck and 
behold it shall not harm thee. Brother 
Brown will jump into the middle of the 
river on his way home and refuse all aid 
except that which shall be sent him by the 
Holy Ghost. 

(Consequence: Three funerals, but only 
two corpses appeared. Although they 


Catarrh Cannst Be Cured 


with LOCAL APPLICATIONS. as they cannot 
r.aoh the seat of the disease. Catarrh is a blood 
or coustitutional disease, and in order to cure it 
you must takeinternal remedies. Hall's Catarrh 
Oure is taken internally, and acta directly on the 
blood and mucous surfaces. Hall'a Oatarrh Cure 
is not a quack medicine. It was prescribed by 
one of the best physicians in this country for 
years, and is a regular prescription. It is com- 
posed of the best tonics known, combined with 
the best blood purifiers, acting directly on the 
mucous surfaces. The perfect combinstion of 
the two ingredients is what produces such won- 
derfal results in curing Oatarrh. Send for testi- 
moniala, free. 

F.J. OHENEY & OO., Props., Toledo, O. 

, V^ Sold by Druggists, 76c. 


Price. 
TTruth Seeker Annual, 1891.............. ..... S B0 35 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
dener,.........-- eese PAESI pauco ee. 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- à 
25 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire..... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Ilustrate 4C 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
son. Robert C. Adams ....... Weser seesa . 235 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- "E 
MB ci cerocésecesse Eioeln erre o reesoon 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and He- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore.... ............ 50 
Issvzs oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights at Man. Thomas Paine. Llustra- d 
OO sic'ssccsw'sic's s sorc'eseis cn vests weesines awe ve 
Was Obrist Orucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- ið 
DOT E ET AS 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur, 2 

25 
15 
. By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 95 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. T 
rootor........... DEEP RE 
Candle „Erom Under the Bushel. Wm. A. TN 
The Holy Bible Abridged. 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
emsburg............... ESSE S»... 10 
Issuxs or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine  Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
G.Ingersoll.................-. e eee ppun 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
XnADD... eee peeoospeccsoccgseqecnononsecor 50 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. * 
7 B... 
Besurrection of Jesus. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.B. Bell 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion & Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. S. P. Putnam...........-. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE TRUTH SEEEKEB................ eeee 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John E. Remsburg..........+,......... 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fa; 
trated. P. Putnam...... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. P -. 16 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz 5s 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wetistein............ 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson........... eee 25 
Bister Lucy. er Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent........................ 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
. Wixon...............-.eeeee sieaas 
Issues oF 1894.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradictions of the Bible. W. H. Burr 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 
rom Taxation? Reasons Why It Should 
15 


ot 
Congress 


8 5 
The Better World. A dip iuto the {ature ab 


WICK oiu | ekkasesskpesusskysqs ko agence 50 
Ohureh and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 10 
Religion and the Bible. old subject in 

the light of modern thought. F.D 

ummings qethte sese seoseeeeseesessossao 50 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 
. ,llustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and rone: Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 
. QOD. ..20 vccceccccccsecesercecess ce 15 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 
ness, the Christ Principle, etc. W 
WALLS 121oreeeee eee deed crr rr oaeeceas 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 


88 they &ppear.. 
Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. : 

Single numbers 80:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 
The Glory of Infidelity 
WITH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. to meet the claims of Ohristians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FREETHINKERS 


—THE— 


PICTORIAL TEXT-800K. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OP 
OHURBROH AND 


18 5 Fuil-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS” N RESTON, 
WITH PUKTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 

2 The Church Robbing the People. 
3 i Thanksgiving. 

6 " Sabbath Laws. 

14 “ Children and the Ohurch. 

10 b Woman and the Ohurch. 


se The Church and Thomas Paine. 
» Stndies in Natural History. 

iM The Bible and Science, 

He The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
a Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 

px The Lord and His Works. 


Ha IO Lnd 
t 


S. 
“ Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication, 


> this countr diti ful if another one like it will« 
for ie aet ais is yapa it is yery doubtial i a of putting the book in the reach o 


lished. We must give the Trut 


At twice the price 1t wonld have been a cheap book. Artist 
we judge from our 


success. an 


signer is a wouder: 


9 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
a Missionaries. 
» The Lord's Instroments. 

Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 

he Church and Blavery. 

lests and Politics. 

eland and the Church. . 
Ohurch’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 

nkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of tha Churcb. . 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


et yet tetera lal tad 
2$22$2t955z2$2225225 


8. 
iscellaneons. 


We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 


lever agaiu be p 


eston as a portrait painter and de- 
own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves 10 be called the artist-hero of Liberalism „He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and pth But, the piet- 


ures do not make up the whole of his volume. 


There are nearly two hundred pages o; 


matter that serve first as expianations of the illustrations, and secondiy as texts to prove the utter 


hurch’ fessi d h isy of 
rub Mus Dac cea poun adl ensi denity and the church that has ever been put 'n the 


ook is one of the best weapons against 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


those who uphold them. Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address TH! TRUE SEEKER. 


NO * BEGINNING,” 


OR. 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
* Oreation” or " First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


** This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the unlearned can uuderstand, aud approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive aud conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.” —THE 

UTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 

preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 
Price, $1; POSTPAID. 
Adare THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs. 


OOMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half miles of Media county seat 
and within four miles of Chester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growiug on the place, some choice 
apple and pear trees 1n fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes’ walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line between 
nas and Chester, with less than five minutes 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
andit would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Kight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Severalsmaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre., Tbe land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AO00UNT OF 
Vicars of Onrist and Vicegerents of God. 
| Cloth, 75 cents. 


and expenses, Lady or 
Gent. t Samples free, 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. O. Box 8808, Boston, Maas. 


ODO 0G 02020000609 


$ AN. EXTRAORDINARY , OFFER! ! 
H 


We want 1000 more active agents before 
July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
ean be easily madein any locality; our goods 
gell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per 
cent. commission on all sales. pend to- ay 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
APIS S amps. Established im 1899. Ad- 
Silver orstamps. , Established in . - 

DARD SILVERWARE 


C BS» 
0 9.09.0 9.09.99. 0-9. 0-9. 0-90 
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ng 
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charges, 

Me Physical Debility 
cele, Wentaland cal Debili 

and who ne desirous of being cured, & 

M booklet will be sent to their address for 

Sten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

B plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Qut- 

ward Applicntion—a positive cnre—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cem. A: » DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 


fiy where you saw thisadver. Vineland, Nede 


NOW READ THIS! 
Dr. Fellows is à stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
ancutgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted. 
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FORGIVING SINS A SURE CURE FOR PALSY. 


But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgiv sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy, ) 
Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.—Mat, ix, 6. 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Iraty has 70,000 priests, 


In 1893 England wasted $4,000,000 on 
foreign missions. 


Curry Hinr, N. J., was almost entirely 
destroyed by a cyclone on July 13th. 


Ix 1892 Belgium paid the church 5,250,942 
francs; in 1895, she paid 5,385,900 francs. 


At the great bicycle meet at Asbury 
Park one-third of the women cyclists wore 
bloomers. 


Kann Voer, the well-known German 
naturalist and scientific writer, died May 
6th, at Genf, at the age of 78 years. 


Jupaz Gaynor of the supreme court has 
granted a stay for Police Inspector Mc- 
eee on the ground of reasonable 
doubt. 


In Chicago the labor unions oppose the 
carrying of mail by the street cars on the 
ground that it would interfere with the 
strike business. 


Henry Grorce has received another be- 
quest, this time by the will of Silas Main- 
ville Burroughs, of London, who recently 
died at Monte Carlo, 


As a continuation of the lively times in 
South America a war between Peru and 
Bolivia is now brewing—unless it is over 
by the time this is off the press, 


On July 8 Queen Victoria dissolved 
Parliament and gave the order to issue 
writs for new elections. In the elections 
so far held the Conservativs show gains. 


Tur Central railroad of New Jersey has a 
new locomotiv built to make ninety miles 
an hour. It is for the Atlantic City travel. 
It made eighty miles per hour on its first 
run. 


In Quebec the priests are said to hav 
announced that hereafter they will not giv 
the last sacrament to one who was attended 
during his illness by a Protestant physi- 
eian. 


Tux editors of Hl Liberal, Zacatecas, 
Mexico, hav been excommunicated. The 
culprits are Freethinkers, whose crime 
EC MS in not hiding their light under a 
bushel, 


Tue Lenox Avenue car line, equipped 
with the Buda-Pesth underground trolley 
system, slightly modified, is now in suc- 
cessful operation. It is the first of its kind 
in the United States, n 


In 1878 the state church cost France 53,- 
643,995 francs; this year, 45,412, 653 franos. 
Ours costs more than the largest of these 
sums through the exemption of ecclesias- 
tical property from taxation. 


GLADSTONE sends this message to the 
Liberal constituencies of London: ‘‘Above 
all other purposes, vindicate the rights of 
the House of Commons as the organ of the 
nation, and establish the honor of Eng- 
land, as well as consolidate the strength of 
the empire, by conceding the just consti- 
tutional claims of Ireland,” 


AFTER 8 confinement in jail for a period 
of two months, Herman Teistler, editor 
and proprietor of the German Freethought 
paper Lichtstrahlen, was sentenced to 1$ 
years’ imprisonment, and Otto Havnish 1 
years’ imprisonment and 60 marks fine. 


Tux Holy See has directed that the de- 
cree prohibiting Catholics from belonging 
to the Knights of Pythias, the Odd Fel- 
lows, or the Sons of Temperance, shall be 
promulgated and enforced in every diocese 
throughout the country. The decree is 
mandatory. 


F'varriv Chinese soldiers from Formosa, 
who sought refuge ona transport flying 
the German flag, were fired on by their 
fellow-soldiers in the forts at Tamsui and 
hundreds were killed in the boats and on 
the transport. The German gunboat Iltis 
silenced the forts in five minutes. 


Tue entire eastern watershed of the 
Rocky Mountains, from the Nebraska and 
Iowa line to Texas, was swept by the late 
storm of wind and rain. Fifty lives are 
known to hav been lost and many other 
persons sre missing. The property loss 
reaches into the millions of dollars. 


Tur Cuban revolutionists hav selected 
Thomas Estrada Palma, of Central Valley, 
N. Y.,as civil representativ in place of 
Jose Marti, assassinated by a spy in Cuba. 
**'The Territories in Revolution," as Cuba 
itself is designated, will elect a president 
and cabinet officers in about & month. 


Ir seems to be possible that political 
party lines in Canada will be religious lines, 
Catholics on one side and Protestants on 
the other. It grows out of the refusal of 
the Dominion government to concur with 
the views of the province of Manitoba on 
the question of separate Catholic schools. 


UNITED STATES SENATOR BLAOKBURN was 
taken off the platform in Kentucky by the 
state committee of his party because he 
would not abide by the anti-free silver 
policy of the party in that state. He re- 
fuses to obey the committee, saying that 
he will talk for free silver wherever he 
speaks, 


As a result of the Sunday closing crusade 
in this city Ollie Teall has organized and 
had incorporated the Girder Club, which 
will hav branches in all partsof New York. 
Its object is to promote social intercourse 
and to dispense supplies of all kinds, 
Fifty men or women who join the Girder 
Club may hav a club house in their imme- 
diate neighborhood. 


Tue sudden police crusade against street 
fruit stands in New York has, according to 
the calculations of the Journal of Com- 
merce, thrown 11,000 men out of employ- 
ment and in the first six days enforce- 
ment of the new rule cost the wholesale 
fruit dealers $100,000. Who can correctly 
estimate the numbers of the 11,000 who 
hay thus been driven into beggary or crime? 


Ex-Sroretary Foster, who acted as 
counsel for China in the peace negotia- 
tions with Japan, givs it as his opionion 
that the amicable relations of the two 
countries will not soon again seriously be 
disturbed, and that China will hay no dif- 
ficulty in paying the war indemnity, half 


of which has already been secured. The 
other payments extend over a period of six 
years, 


On July 9th the Grand Trunk railroad 
ran two trains loaded with Catholic pil- 
grims from Vermont to the shrine of St. 
Anne of Beaupre in Canada. At Craig’s 
Road, thirty miles west of Quebec, the 
second train smashed into the rear of the 
first and thirteen persons were killed, a 
large number fatally hurt, and many others 
seriously injured. Among the killed were 
three priests. 


AT the bye election in Derby in 1892 Sir 
William Harcourt had 4,000 majority. On 
July 13th inst. he was defeated by 1,700 
majority. The change was largely caused 
by his Local Veto bill, aimed at the liquor 
traffic. It is evident that this bill has had 
a similar influence in other districts, and 
it now seems certain that it will result in 
indefinitly postponing the reforms cham- 
pioned by the Liberal party. A like cru- 
sade in this city is likely to restore Tam- 
many to power. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant af the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 centa. 

Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, Brenda. 
Bend for descriptiv catalogue of wedenborg,s 
works. 
. American Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


ASSI SII SING 


Something M 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 
' FA PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could 


86e 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be 


O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women sre the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
goin bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed." 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


HOME AGAIN: 


After a delightful trip and healthful vacation 

Jhave returned home ready for business, and 
shall hereafter be found at the old store person- 
ally attending to all orders and work my many 
friends may favor me with. 

It will be my special endeavor to please all and 
to conduct business in such a manner that it will 
be an object and to the interest of all to favor me 
with their kind orders. 

Ifin need of a Diamond, Watch, any 


$ iece of 
Jewelry, Silver or plated ware, Emb 


em or 
Watch work, please send to me and I will posi- 
tivly send you best goods at lowest prices. 


Price lists on application. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 
, Designer of N 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spoon; The Freethought Badge. 


Established 1857. 


lightens his labor and renders him capable 
of doing more. 


It has aknack of keeping well, and is al- 
ways ready at critical or other times. 


These are some of the reasons why it is 
different from all other writing machines. 


The catalogue tells yon more about it. 
FREE. 


COLUMBIA TYPEWRITER MFG. CO., 


807 Broadway, New York. 
18616 


DIRECT LEGISLATION. 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


© 

: VISIBLE WRITING 

Writes very letter in sight of operator. 
Does most of the work in writing AUTOMAT« 
ICALLY, and yields in the time thus saved 
additicn work. 

It acts as if it studied the convenience of 
the operator at every turn, and thereby 


Br J. W SULLIVAN. 
Prios. 25 cents. Address Tug TRUTH NEEKER, 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 just what its title implies—thum 
ing whaoks at superstition, It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on &he world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was & false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Uuu..stianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
uotarealbenefitto man. _ 

Price. 20 cents, six for 


1l. 
Address THE TRUTH RERKRR, 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


Is It? A pamphlet con- 

taining eight chapters in refutation 0. e 

i Bible is a divine book of 

pure t PIU d correct in all its utterances. 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology, A clear exposition 
ibli tory of man's " or , 
e ea stog denominated ** the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. f Vets 
The Bible Against Itself. Oontaiming 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradiotiona 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 
i h umption that he was 

aon. ind that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and us DA PO SER. 

T , 
adds ^ Lafayette place, Now York. 


The Bible: What 


j NU 


ve 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


| Vol. 22, No, 30. | PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } New York, Saturday, July 27, 1895, {28 LAFAYETTE PL.) $3.00 Per Year. 


"4772 (4 

a d 
p F cp ER / T 
VÀ e j 
P EMT Wem DU cr 
pu : 


Ve i ME: nhre S 


E 

T. > (C 

N AD n Y 7 
L. 41225 3 2 S, 
cat 4 POS ? 

E A 
z [em 
p D ye 


: 7 
S Aia T 
Ps AR b" 


JE 
So $ 
z E. 


A GRIM OBJECTOR TO SHRINE-WORSHIP. (The Pilgrims who met death on their way to the shrine of Ste. Anne de Beaupré.) 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaEETHINEER's Prorogian, Texr-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prororrat TExt-Boos. 


The pictures in the FBRESTHINKER'S PIOTORIAL 
TzxT-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Heston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are Classified as follows: Of those representing 

nole Sam and the Priesta there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Polities, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, T. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subsorip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy & 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—xrivE DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES, 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it wouid hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as 4 portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

r. Heston deserves to be cailed the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprrog Trots Szexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed ** corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bruer. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


I nhs 


For $6.50 we will send Tuz TzurH SEEKER one year ($3) and S.P. 


Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). 


Large Octavo, 1150 


pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to prese 
the Civilized World from the time of 
soll. Itisaradical Historic Record 
race. 
and political movement. 


mt the Course of Freethought throughout 
Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
of the greatest developments of the human 


It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
t shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 


t Four 


HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 


most shining advance. 


Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 


progress. 


No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 


est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPECIA L Qk us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 


12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF 


OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FUR! HER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


TTS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


For $5 we will send Tue TzurH Srzxer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 


great Works Complete"($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to. be erected in Chicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tue Tsuru Sxzzxxs one year ($3) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers " ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tus Taurs Szzxz& one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


wants this book. 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 


hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tur TaurH Szzkxn one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trora Sxexer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tax Teora Serer one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru Sezer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


The Freethinker s Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 2.75 Pin an 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent 84.50. The 
HE TRUTE 
EEEER one year for 6. 


for 
d T 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84 75. Sugar Spoons and ''mUTB Bs€xkn. $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spo o 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, 


Scientific Books Cheap 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
t,on, as enabling our readers to get a good 
d eal for their money: 


p : 
English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 


Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
Other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 


bock, Bart., F.R.8., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
numerous il ustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents, 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
Williams, F.O.8. Two books in one volume 

, 75 cents. 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numeroua notes 
&nd illustrations, and &u index. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volumes. Over 700 
pages p-intedia large typ3. Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and Alter Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaxz J. ROMANES, 


_ A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe sed naturalista. 
. Mr. Romanes is wel) known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution. 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien. 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part ot 
his conclusion regar vng the great subject of 
Design, to which the :hürch so often refers: 
"Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta. 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through. 
put organic nature we meet with abundar: 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence oi 
supernatural design. . .Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature Universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy Goar g 
zstrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R, B, Westbrook, A, M. 
Price, lO cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cente. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
- ters. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. 
Part BY Mente Came the Aryans? Five chap 
ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, 31.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. New York City 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls anda younger brotner who were left parent- 
less, with a little money fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, & his- 
tory of & working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind. 
hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel tnporsoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF, FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
iO the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. | | 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance: 
of its Rise and Decline. Cleth, $1. 
Fhysioal Education; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevaleni 
Disorders of the Human Organısm. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth S. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafavette place. New York. 


Works of W. H Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 20c 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents. 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Sweond 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5b cents. 

Address THE TRUTH BEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Plaos, New York. 


All are architec:s of fate 
Working in these walls of time. 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
Ey L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


Address “HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Sreiyenher-Oud)er. 


Wir haben folgende SBitdjer in 
beutjdjer Sprache, weldhe fehr berühmt find: 


p Die Jerthiimer Moje,” 
Cine fritifdje Beleuchtung des Dentateud) im 
fid ber modernen Weltan- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
pon Got. R. ©. Sugerfoll. Preis 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung gur 
Religion und Kirhe am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 
‘Moderne Gaitterdimmerung, “ 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents, 


n Wunder und Wunderthiter, « 
von Sohn Pe. Preis 20 Cents. 


— 


,, Glaube und Sermnit,^ 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des rémifch-Fatolifden Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzofi{hen tiberfeyt von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop, 

501 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
farem Druid. Unfere deut{den Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker," 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Address THE TRUTH SEE 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 


dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 


the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pa es, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,15 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine: 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of, Deism. 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
San $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 

4.50. 

The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the carth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, Bvo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter occupying 37? DES being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prisou at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story o* the Rightway Almshouse 


A short story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. ~ 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


_ Of this valuable book the London ''Free- 
thinker” says: “It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommen 
it as an excelent text-book vf the subject. The 
manner is good, and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing streem 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 


Price, paper. 50 cents. 
THE 


ROTH SHAKER, 
RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 
Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. Price 25 centa, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEEER. 


pr " p 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


a ee 
Vol. 22, No, 30,{ PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, July 27, 1895. {28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 


E. M. Macponaup, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - - - JULY 27, 1895. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: > 
Single subscription, in &dvance......-... eene ecce eer ere 


One subscription two years, in advance. .......... 
Two nqw subscribers......... c eeeecee cesse eto esset eee e 
One subscription with onenew subscriber, in oneremittance. 9 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


loc ER 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
m p — ———— —Á— O0 
One subscription w'?à od new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance........ PIE LUE OO 
Any number over five at the samo rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, oheoks, post-office 
and express money orders pavadleto E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. - 

SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send asthe name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


God’s “Tender Mercies” Illustrated. 

* “Tt is not that they [Agnostios] wish to do this, 
but that they must; self-deception is the alternativ. 
There is no pleasure in the consciousness of being an 
infinitesimal bubble on a globe that is itself infinitesimal 
compared with the totality of things. 

“Those on whom the unpitying rush of changes in- 
flicts sufferings which are often without remedy, find no 
consolation in the thought that they are at the mercy of 
forces which cause, indifferently, now the destruction of 
a Sun, and now the death of an animaloule. Contempla- 
tion of a universe which is without conceivable beginning 
or imaginable end, and without intelligible purpose, yields 
no satisfaction. The desire to know what it all means 
is no less strong in the Agnostic than in others [religion- 
ists], and raises sympathy with them. Failing utterly to 
find any interpretation himself, he feels a regretful ina- 
bility to accept the interpretation they offer." — Herbert 
Spencer. 

Not long ago some two hundred Catholic pilgrims 
were killed by a railroad accident in Mexico while 
returning from a shrine in the mountains. On July 
9th there was & similar disaster at Craigs Road, 
near Quebec, Canada. A train in two sections, on 
the Grand Trunk line, was carrying pilgrims to the 
shrine of Ste. Anne de Beaupré. The first section 
was loaded with passengers taken on at Richmond, 
while on the second had come the pilgrims from 
Sherbrooke, Windsor Mills, and other points in 
Vermont. The first section stopped at Craigs Road 
to permit a freight to switch, and sent out men to 
signal the second section, twenty minutes behind. 
‘The semaphore was thrown to “Danger,” and all 
seemed safe. The rear car of the first section was a 
Pullman sleeper, in which were the priests and oth- 
ers having the excursion in charge. It is supposed 
that Engineer Mcleod of the second section must 
hav been dozing, and so failed to see the warning 
semaphore as he rushed onward in the gloom of the 
early morning. His engin imbedded itself in the 
Pullman, and the latter was forced forward, par- 
tially telescoping the car immediately ahead. Some 
of the occupants of the palace car were killed as 
they slept, and others awoke to find themselvs 
mangled and bleeding. Most of the loss of life oc- 
curred in this car occupied by the priests and other 
leaders. Thirteen persons in all were killed out- 
right, and fifty or more injured, many fatally. The 
disaster was terrible, heartrending. The scene in 
the hospital at Levis, after the wounded had been 
brought in, was one that no eye-witness could ever 
forget, says a writer who was there. “The cries of 
some of the victims were fearful to hear.” Of course 


the first inquiry set on foot was to discover, if pos- 
sible, who was responsible for the catastrophe. 
Had the excursionists been Infidels, the Christians 
would at once hav charged the crime to God. They 
would hav said that he had sent the disaster as a 
“judgment” upon the ungodly. We suppose that 
even as it is, the theocrats of Pennsylvania will sol- 
emnly asseverate that it is heaven's warning to us 
for our national disregard of the Sabbath. They 
hav already distinctly said that all our recent 
troubles—drouths, freshets, forest fires, monetary 
panics, cyclones, and the rest—are traceable. to this 
cause. his is logical, from their point of view 
and from the point of view of "l'heists generally ; 
for if God * doeth all things well," then there must 
be some good concealed in such awful massacres as 
that in Mexico and the later one at Craigs Road 
But if God really did this, and for a wise purpose, 
as the consistent Christian is bound to believe, why 
hunt for the human agent for the purpose of hold- 
ing him responsible at the bar of human justice! 
He acted as God compelled him to act, and there 
is neither sense nor equity in punishing him for 
doing that which God “from the beginning” had 
ordained that he should do. No possible precau- 
tion on the part of Engineer McLeod could hay 
prevented the mangling of these priests and other 
devoted Christians, for that which God knows is to 
be will be, and what logical Theist will venture to 
say that theinfinit god in whom he believes did not 
know, down to the minutest particular, what would 
occur at Craigs Road, Canada, in the dull gray of 
the morning of July 9, 1895? 


The * Outlook ” Reasons Badly. 

** The same objections to prayer for divine interference 
with the order of things external to ourselvs apply with 
equal force to prayer for the modification of our own 
characters. ‘Make me a clean heart, O God,’ is as naked 
an appeal for miraculous interference as & prayer for rain. 
Each alike, if granted, would be a disturbance of natural 
causation, seeing that human character, no less than the 
weather, is a product of natural causes.” — Norman Pear- 
son, in the Nineteenth Century. 

This appears to be sound reasoning. In so far 
as the prayer of the devotee affects his own actions 
or the actions of those who hear it there is nothing 
miraculous in the effect produced, that is, there is 
no contravention of natural law. For the devotee 
himself the prayer is the effect of his desire to lead 
a better life, and is simply a wish expressed to a 
power that he imagins has the desire and the abil- 
ity to do for him what he thinks he cannot do for 
himself. In other words, the prayer, in so far as it 
relates to the suppliant himself, is an effect, not a 
cause. It may, certainly,in some instances, become 
a cause, as when the individual who has prayed 
aloud before his fellows for a “clean heart” is im- 
pelled by his pride or other emotions to endeavor 
to convince those who heard him that he was sin- 
cere in his expressed desire to do better than he 
had done previously. The prayer may be also the 
cause of altered courses of action on the part of 
the auditors, who are influenced by it as they would 
be by an exhortation, a condemnation, an argument, 
or a demonstration. Character being the product 
and the expression of natural forces, there is noth- 
ing supernatural in the effects that prayer thus pro- 
duces on the one who prays and on those who hear 
him. But what we hav quoted from the article of 
Mr. Pearson the Outlook calls & ‘curious para- 
graph," and proceeds to criticise it.in these words: 

“On no subject except theology would a reputable 
thinker offer, or a reputable review publish, such a para- 
graph as this; but in arguing on theology all the ordi- 
nary rules of reason seem to be abolished by a certain 
class of writers, both orthodox and heretical. Mr. Pear- 
son’s argument in this paragraph would be as efficacious 


to prove that communication between man and man is 
impossible as to prove that communication is impossible 
between man and God. If it is not possible for the di- 
vine spirit to exercise a purifying, elevating, and enlight- 
ening influence on human experience without a disturb- 
ance of natural causation, neither is it possible for one 
human spirit to exercise such influence on another human 
spirit. If Mr. Pearson’s argument is sound, children 
should cease to expect benign influence from their 
parents, pupils should cease to go to school for instruc. 
tion, clients should cease to apply to lawyers for counsel, 
patients should cease to ask doctors for advice, and 
friends should cease to seek help from friends in time of 
trouble." 


It is a risky venture to try to establish a propo- 
sition by an analogy, but the Outlook depends upon 
analogies alone to controvert the affirmation of Mr. 
Pearson and prove that God answers prayer. The 
child and the parent, the pupil and the teacher, the 
client and the attorney, the patient and the physi- 
cian, the friend and the friend, are all known to 
exist. That there is, in each instance, an effect pro- 
duced by the relation of the two terms or causes, 
we know, but we are never forced to presuppose 
the effect in order to find one of the terms. The 
common experience of mankind convinces us that 
the parent can greatly influence the child, that the 
pupil can receive instruction from the teacher, that 
the lawyer will sometimes giv the client good ad- 
vice, that the physician often knows more about the 
physical ailments of the patient than the patient 
himself does, and that an intelligent and sincere 
friend is of great help in time of trouble. But 
there is no analogy between any one of these coup- 
lets and the couplet man and God. The term god has 
to be assumed in order to assume the effect called 
answered prayer. That is, we hav two assump- 
tions, one resting on the other. In the case of the 
lawyer and the client, the two terms are known 
and it is easy to demonstrate that each has an 
effect upon the other. In the case of God and man 
only one term or cause is known; the other term 
and the effect are unknown, and no mathematician 
has lived who, knowing only one term, could find 
the other term and the ratio. The patient asks the 
physician questions, and the physician givs the pa- 
tient advice, which has a good or bad effect upon 
the patient. Both the causes are known, and the 
effects flow naturally from the causes. The sick 
man prays to the “heavenly physician,” and at the 
same time employs the doctor and the nurse. He 
gets well, and says that his prayer was answered. 
We do not know that the prayer-answerer exists, but 
we do know that the doctor and the nurse exist, 
and the laws of logic forbid us to assume a 
cause when we hav at hand a cause sufficient to 
produce the effect. If it be said that the recovery 
of the man is proof that the God exists, we reply 
that we are not logically justified in assuming that 
a given phenomenon demonstrates the existence of 
an otherwise unknown cause, while we hav recourse 
to known causes amply adequate to account for the 
phenomenon, said causes being known by evidences 
not dependent upon our cognition of the phenom- 
enon of which we are speaking. 

The Outlook, as a supporter of Theism, is com- 
mitted to the position that God is an extra-natural 
force, and hence it should at once see the futil- 
ity of attempting to prove that he regenerates 
character in answer to prayer, by using the ana- 
logical method of demonstration, comparing the 
action of one known, natural, humana force upon 
another known, natural, human force to the alleged 
action of an unknown, extra-human, extra-natura l 
force upon a known, natural, human force. The 
forces in the latter couplet are unlike and there- 
fore cannot be legitimately compared to two like 
forces. 
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Why Try to Betog the Issue? ters of the city, permitted to play on Sunday ? |of the country. For this purpose he is preparing 

The Independent is indignant because it is Why are the merry-go-rounds at Fort George Park, | a new lecture. Every one but the ministers and a 
charged that “blue laws" are being enforced in where hitherto so many of the children of the peo- fow bigots will be glad to know that Mr. Ingersoll 
this city. It says that there were never any such ple of the lower part of the city hav found enjoy- | will again be very activ in the lecture field as soon 
laws as “blue laws" in Connecticut, and, we pre- ment, motionless under the régime of our model |as cool weather comes to stay. Oasual readers of 
Same i-re Tornar A olber parts of New Eng- Police commissioners? Why, on Saturday, July | Tux Troma SEEKER would better subscribe so ts to 
land. It says that Potem munafsetured thet blue 21st, did the police raid the Chinese theater at 3 be apprised of his movements, or otherwise they 
laws” he incorporated in his book. True, but the and 5 Doyers street, and arrest nine of the actors | might miss a chance to hear hith. 


b. " i. - 
truth is not all in this statement, and something of for violation of the Sunday law? and "e 99 to the 
what is omitted we. hav at least twice: before: ina end of the list of the Independent's misleading; 


little more than a year printed in these columns, but half true, or wholly untrue statements. 
as it requires “line upon line” we reproduce some 
of it again. Alice Morse Earle, in her * Sabbath in 
Puritan New England," says of the laws ascribed 
to Rev. Mr. Peters: : 

‘Though these laws were worded by Dr. Peters, and 


The papers state that Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
says that when she is called upon to pray she be- 
gins her petition with, “Our Father and Mother 
who art in heaven.” A “father in heaven " might 
permit the suffering that curses the world of ani- 
mated existence, but we would never hav supposed 
that a decent * mother in heaven " would be parti- 


We were aware that Hev. Father Phelan accused 
the Christian Endeavorers of being somewhat fast, 
but we did not know until they met in Boston just 
how swift they were. Now we know. Rev. Dr. 


though we are disgusted to hear them so often quoted as 
historical facts, still we must acknowledge that though in 
detail not correct, they are in spirit true records of the 
old Puritan laws, which were enacted to enforce the 
strict and decorous observance of the Sabbath, and which 


were valid not only in Connecticut and Massachusetts, 


but in other New England states. Even a careless glance 
at the historical record of any old town or church will 


giv plenty of details to prove this." 


And then from page 246 to 258, inclusiv, Miss 
At 
least one man was set in the stocks for kissing his 
wife on Sunday as he came home after an absence 
of three years at sea; in Connecticut men were 
often fined for non-attendance at church, and by 
the code of laws of New Haven a Sabbath-breaker 
These are 
simply samples of the actual laws and their meth- 


Karle givs a large number of these details. 


might be punished with death even. 


ods of enforcement in the early New England col- 
onies. Perhaps, however, the Zndependent can see 


nothing “blue” in them. It may be a case of color 


blindness. 


The Independent tries very hard to make it ap- 


pear that “rum” is the only victim of the “blue” 
laws of New York and that all the “railing " ig di- 
rected against the enforcement of the excise law. 
The Independent fails to admit to its readers— 
does it suppose that they do not read the dailies? 
—that the delicatessen stores are compelled to close 
at 10 a.m; that the statute forbids the sale of 
everything but drugs, surgical appliances, confec- 
tionery, daily papers, and meals after 10 o’clock; 
that under the law it is just as unlawful to sell 
railway tickets, magazines, lemonade, nuts, shoes, 
neckties, and clothes as it is to sell whisky or beer. 
If the law was impartially enforced a copy of the 
Independent could not be bought at a news stand 
on Sunday. We aro told that there “is no curtail- 
ment of personal liberty.” Who wrote that? Ifa 
housewife wishes to buy a loaf of bread at 5 r.m., 
and cannot—and she cannot—because the law 
makes it a misdemeanor to sell it, is there not a 
curtailment of the personal liberty of both the 
tradesman and the housewife? But why waste 
breath in disproving a self-evident falsehood? 
However, it should be pointed out that if “there is 
no curtailment of personal liberty,” then the law és 
atotal failure, for the sole object of any sumptuary 
or Sabbath law is the curtailment of personal 
liberty. All such laws exist for the one purpose, 
primarily, of restraining people from buying and 
selling when they wish to buy and sell, or from en- 
gaging in work or recreation when they wish to 
engage in work or recreation. If that is no? the 
eurtailment of personal liberty, what in the name 
of reason és it? 

The Zndependent says that these laws are not new 
laws. The barber shop closing law és a new law. 
We are also told that the barber may work until one 
in the afternoon. Only in this city and Saratoga; 
elsewhere in the state it is an offense to be shaved 
on Sunday at any hour. These laws are “not radi- 
cal laws”? They are radically wrong; there is no 
need of them, no excuse for them. They are “not 
unreasonable laws"? No good reason can be 
given for their continuance; they are in denial of 
citizen rights, they are productiv of corruption and 
oppression ; they are provocativ of neighborhood 
quarrels and bitter animosities. “If amusements, 
or music, or billiards are cut off, it is only as they 
are connected with the saloons.” Why, then, are 
not the musicians, the delight of the poorer quar- 


will be only the regiment and its friends cheering 


theater, Boston, Mass., the colonel will begin his 
fall and winter campaign of civilizing the Christians 


ceps criminis in the atrocities of the universe. We 
do not see that matters are improved any by doub- 
ling the number of tyrants. Anyway, what use 
does a woman of Mrs. Stanton's Freethinking tend- 
encies hav for prayer, whether to a uni-sexual or a 
bi-sexual heavenly police commission! 


Martin D. Kneeland, one of the two leading Sab- 
batarians and theocrats of the city, in delivering 
his welcoming speech at their convention, said that 
the Christian Endeavorer was * God's high geared 
bicycle.” This may account for the pace some of 
them strike. But is not the reverend gentleman 
slightly undignified, to put it mildly? 


Father Enright recently delivered an address to 
a large audience in Kansas City, and in the Kansas 
City World's report of what he said we find this : 

“What right hav those who are not Catholics, who 
merely believe in the Bible, to keep Sunday holy? The 
Bible says that the seventh day shall be a day of rest, 
and Sunday is not the seventh day, but the first. Sun- 
day is the holy day of the Catholic church, and every 
time it recurs, the entire civilized world renounces the 
teaching of the Bible and obeys the mandates of the 
Catholic church slone.” 

' Amid all the storms and tribulations of our fight 
for liberty we can afford to stop long enough to 
hugely enjoy seeing this unwelcome truth “rubbed 
in,” in so summary and thorough a fashion, on the 
Protestant traitors to freedom. 


Rev. Dr. Rylance, of St. Mark’s Episcopal church, 
writes the World that ‘our rural legislators who 
gather at Albany are very imperfectly qualified” to 
legislate for the “ conditions and claims of our cos- 
mopolitan population,” and that the clergy should 
cease to confound the * Lord's Day” with the Mo- 
saic Sabbath. It is so very rarely that an orthodox 
clergyman shows common sense when dealing with 
the question of Sunday work and amusements that 
we are disposed to giv Dr. Rylance the fullest pos- 
sible credit for his utterances and his labors in 
favor of a freer Sunday. 


‘* How quick there would be war among the birds if 
the owls and pelicans should insist that the robins and 
blue jays should behave as they did."—Ham's Horn. 

We are afraid that the pious and force-moralist 
Ram’s Horn did not see all that was potential in 
its happy hit. Rearranging the characters in its 
bird society, we must point out that the chief cause 
of the “war” now prevailing is the impudent at- 
tempts of the Sabbatarian owls and the paternal- 
istic jays to compel all the other denizens of the 
United States aviary to behave as said owls and 
jays say they should. 


The New York World reminds the police com- 
missioners that, while it is the duty of officials to 
enforce laws, the laws that they should be most 
anxious to enforce are those which hav to do with 
offenses against property, person, and life. These 
are the important laws; sumptuary and Puritan- 
ical statutes can await their turn. If all the ener- 
gies of the police are devoted to the watching and 
catching of Sabbath-breakers there is a fair pre- 
sumption that the ordinary criminal is having a 
very good time. Every-day events in this city amply 
support the assumption. Murderers go undetected, 
burglars swarm in the residence districts, notorious 
criminals walk out of a city prison and are seen no 
more, and the professional incendiary laughs in his 
sleeve; and all this while some thousands of police- 
men are watching the side doors of saloons and 
chasing barbers and delicatessen men. 


A few days ago a tornado swept out from the 
northwest over Cherry Hill, New Jersey, destroying 
most of the houses in the village, killing five per- 
sons, and injuring nearly a hundred. The 7ribune 
says : i 

** Tt all took place within the space of ten minutes, at 
the end of which the sun was once more shining on the 
scene of ruin and desolation, as if in mockery.” 

Of course, this is a figure of speech, but if there 
is an omnipotent God, he has looked out over the 
world uncounted millions of times and smiled in 
mockery of the wounds and death caused by the 
storms and convulsions he had let loose. 


The very pious T. De Witt Talmage has been 
breaking the hearts of his clerical brethren in Iowa. 
He lectured at Mason City on Sunday, June 
thirtieth. In announcing the event previously, it 
was stated that the railroads would run excursion 
trains. This proposed “desecration of the Sab- 
bath” was too much for the equanimity of the local 
clergy, and on the preceding Sunday they proceeded 
to scarify their more popular brother in the Lord.. 
Of course Talmage deserved all the abuse he got,, 
for he poses as a great stickler for the Sabbath,, 
and his conduct was that of a hypocrit, but it is to. 
be presumed that none of his critics hav sufficient; 
drawing power to make excursions necessary on: 
any day. The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Pau] 
Railroad pulled ninety-nine coaches to the resort 
and the crowd was estimated at 12,000. The Ma-- 
son City preachers did not say much about the: 
matter that day, and Talmage wholly ignored their: 
former criticisms. But how they would hav all! 
fulminated if the excursion had been run to a state; 
fair or a ball game! 


The citizens and summer residents of Atlantic 
City, N. J., will hav a treat on August 4th in a lec- 
ture by Colonel Ingersoll, who will tell them more 
&bout the Bible than most of them ever heard be- 
fore. From Atlantic City the Colonel will go to the 
Spiritualists’ meeting at Queen City Park, Burling- 
ton, Vt., where he will speak on four suecessiv days, 
August 8, 9, 10, and 11. August 16, 17, 18, he will 
be at Lake Pleasant, near Greenfield, Mass. Sep- 
tember 5th Mr. Ingersoll will attend the reunion of 
his old regiment, the one he raised and of which he 
was the colonel, the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry. It 
will be the first of its reunions he has attended, 
and his old comrades are preparing to raise the 
roof off the state in celebrating the meeting with 
their colonel. It will þe a large occasion. Resi- 
dents of the neighboring states who hear a great 
noise about that time need not necessarily think 
that the end of the world has come. The noise 


If the friends of liberty could only think straight 
and talk straight, all of them, it would not be so 
desperately hard to make an impression on the indif- 
ferent masses and the sincere opposition. The 
executiv committee of the German-American Re- 
form Union of this city got together the other day 


Mr. Ingersoll. On October 6th at the Boston 
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and adopted some resolutions. Among other un- 
wise and untrue statements is this: “The object 
of the Sunday law is the maintenance of order and 
decency on Sundays.” Nonsense. The preserva- 
tion of order and decency on Sundays does not call 
for any special legislation for that day. The laws 
that are found sufficient for this purpose on the 
other days of the week are amply sufficient for 
Sunday. The object of the Sunday law is the pres- 
ervation of the priestly monopoly of that day. 
The object of the Sunday law is the preven- 
tion of all work or amusements not sanctioned 
and desired by the churches. The object of the 
Sunday law is to compel the citizen who does not 
want to go to church to refrain from going any. 
where else. This is the short and simple truth 
about the Sunday law, and the executiv committee 
of the German-American Reform Union knows it; 
why it fails to tell what it knows we can only guess. 


Our professional humorists are nowhere beside 
the funny men of the religious press. Here is a 
tickler from the Catholic Review : 

** Prof. Thomas H. Huxley, the noted scientist, died at 
his home in Eastbourne, England, on June 29th. He is 
no longer an Agnostic—he knows now that the Christian 
revelation is true and that the Catholic church is the 
kingdom of God on earth. Butthat knowledge may hav 
come too late to profit him." 


Even if we should admit that Professor Huxley 
may hav added thus wonderfully to his stores of 
knowledge, we should still be compelled to doubt 
that the editor of the Catholic Review knows any- 
thing more about the matter than we do. Mr. 
Huxley, while living, was unable to discover any 
proof that the Bible is a divine revelation, or that 
“the Catholic church is the kingdom of God on 
earth," and we do not believe that said editor is one 
bit smarter than was the great Agnostic, or that he 
has access to sources of information not then open 
to the scientific student. But what condemnation 
can be too severe for a creed so abominable that its 
educated defenders here in this evening twilight of 
the Nineteenth century dare hint that such a man 
as Thomas Henry Huxley is now suffering the 
tortures of an eternal hell because he had too 
much brain to believe in that creed’s inanities and 
monstrosities ? 


In Tennessee, as in New York, the enforcers of 
law “because it is law," do not attempt to enforce 
it equally. The Dayton Leader, in an article show- 
ing that the Adventists of Rhea county are the 
victims of a discriminating persecution, says that 
“the grand juries that indicted them ignored the 
‘lawlessness’ of the 400 or 500 men who work 
within sight of the court house every Sunday, and 
went five miles away to find indictments against a 
little band of Seventh-Day Adventists down at 
Graysville.” And the judge who almost sheds tears 
every time he submits to the painful duty of en- 
forcing the law “because it is law,” against some 
poor Adventist, conveniently shuts his eyes when 


he turns his head in the direction of these hundreds | 


of “Sabbath-breakers,” and so escapes the necessity 
of calling the attention of the grand jury to their 
«defiance of law.” The Leader also says that it is 
«credibly informed that some of the very men who 
were most activ in finding indictments against 
‘Seventh-Day Adventists hav been guilty of laboring 
at their usual vocations of life all day Sunday more 
than once within the past five weeks.” There is 
nothing strange in this, for injustice breeds hypo- 
orits as stagnant water does musketoes. We are 
credibly informed that while Commissioner Roose- 
velt is trampling in the name of * law” rough-shod 
over the citizens of this city he is a member of a 
fashionable club where all kinds of drinks are dis- 
posed of on Sunday without let or hindrance. 
i 

‘Darwin, Tyndall, and Huxley hav now gone, and 
the evolution theory which they propagated appears to 
be going with them. Religion survives and never was 
more strongly intrenched in the inteliect and the heart 
of mankind, "— Catholic Review. 

Evidently the Review has the happy faculty of 
seeing only that which it wants to see. The fact 
is, the evolution theory is accepted by practically 
the entire scientific world. It has possession of 
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the great independent institutions of learning and 
is forcing its way into the denominational schools 
everywhere. That the world has accepted it is 
shown by the many efforts made by Christian 
writers to reconcile the Bible with it. No one pre- 
tends to try to fit it to the Bible; the effort is to 
put into the Bible a meaning that will permit its 
devotees to retain their superstition and at the 
same time keep up with the march of science. The 
fight of the Catholic church against the new biology 
and the new science of religious development is as 
vain as was her fight against the new astronomy 
and the new geology. Already there are indications 
that some very prominent Catholics see the hand. 
writing on the wall. Has not the Catholic Review 
heard the bugles sounding the retreat? Perhaps 
there is no other man in the church in America who 
has been so warmly praised by his fellow-churchmen 
for his learning and his able defense of the faith as 
has Rev. Dr. J. A. Zahm, professor of physical sci- 
ences in Notre Dame University, Indiana. He has 
recently been lecturing before the Columbian Ro- 
man Catholic Summer school at Madison, Wiscon- 
sin. One of his addresses bore the title, “The 
Simian Origin of Man," and in it he said that there 
is nothing in Roman Catholie dogma which pre- 
eludes the view that man is descended from an ape- 
like animal ‘Religion survives,” even in the 
Catholic church, by adapting itself to the facts it 
can no longer conceal or successfully dispute, and 
so now we are treated to the spectacle of “the 
evolution theory : : - going” into the Roman Cath- 
olie book of dogmas! The church that does not re- 
cast her creeds to adapt them to the growing in- 
telligence of the age is doomed to extinction, unless 
she can induce the state to strengthen her weak- 
ness with its power The theocratic spirit is the 
one enemy we hav to fear, and if we relax our 
vigilance and lay down our arms we are lost. 
Given the equal freedom of citizens and every 
church of supernaturalism will in due time be dis- 
lodged from its intrenchments in “the intellect and 
the heart of mankind.” 


When our state legislatures and Congress are 
once fully set up in the business of interpreting the 
conflicting texts of the Bible preparatory to pass- 
ing laws to govern the people in matters of religion 
and morals, won’t there be lively times at the state 
capitols and in Washington! Does someone say 
that it will never come to that, even if the Christian 
amendment to the Constitution is adopted? How 
could such a result be prevented? As a matter of 
fact, the theocrats themselvs know that it would 
come to this and they are ready to welcome this 
condition of chronic religious war. Listen to the 
Christian Statesman as it discusses the possible 
foundations for the proposed church to be composed 
of the united orthodox Protestant churches of the 
present time: 

tt Tt is not wise to attempt to make the Bible itself, un- 
interpreted and in its simple letter the sole fundamental 
creed of the church. As seen in a former article, the in- 
spired and infallible word of God is to be acknowledged 
as supreme, authoritativ law. The final appeal must be 
to that in all moral questions in both church and state. 
But the state and church must for themselvs determin 
what the teachings of this divine word are by the best 
interpretation which each in its own sphere of duty can 
reach.” 

Think of the cat-and-dog time there will be in 
Congress when representativs of the Catholics, 
Presbyterians, Methodists, Episcopalians, Baptists, 
Universalists, Dunkards, Plymouth Brethren, Dis- 
ciples, United Brethren, Lutherans, and the rest 
get to quarreling over the interpretation of the 
“inspired and infallible word of God”! And could 
anything be more ridiculous and paradoxical than 
the notion that the “inspired and infallible” testa- 
ment of the infinit Wisdom could need to be inter- 
preted? Even if there was room for doubt about 
the proper interpretation of the infall:ble, it could 
be interpreted only by men who are themselvs in- 
fallible, and we doubt if the Christian Statesman 
itself will dare claim that even Presbyterian doctors 
of divinity are infallible. But in practice it would 
amount to this, for the Presbyterians, if the dom- 
inating element in legislation, would insist that 
their interpretation of the Bible be made the law 


469 


of the land and they would use all the resources of 
the civil power to compel the minority to accept 
that interpretation as embodied in law. Of course 
that is all nothing more than a mere bird lure, that 
talk about the church and state interpreting the 
Bible each “in its own sphere.” The theocrats 
confidently expect that the legislators, elected by 
the votes of Christians, will giv the same interpre- 
tation to the Bible that the church does, just as 
to-day the law-makers are asked to accept the 
church’s opinions concerning Sunday observance 
and marriage. By the way, one of the chief reasons 
why the theocrats want the Bible “interpreted,” 
instead of being accepted literally, is because in the 
latter event they would be compelled to giv up the 
Catholic Sunday and accept the old Testament 
Sabbath (Saturday) as their holy day. 


HM m 


The Independent says that its sympathies are 
with “those who are trying to establish a non-sec- 
tarian public school system” in Manitoba. Our 
neighbor must hav some exclusiv source of infor- 
mation. We hav not heard that there is any move- 
ment in Manitoba to establish such a system. To 
be sure, the Freethinkers there are anxious to make 
public education wholly secular, but they do not 
control the legislation of the province, and they are 
not at the front in the present fight, for the good 
reason that it is a fight between the bigoted Catho- 
lics on the one hand and the bigoted Protestants, 
the Orangemen, on the other. Mr. Joseph Martin 
was the originator of the movement against the 
Catholic separate schools, but it was his desire and 
intention to abolish the Protestant as well as the 
Catholie schools and establish a purely secular sys- 
tem. In 1889 he said that “anything short of ab- 
solute secularization of the schools would be a gross 
injustice to the Catholics,” and he appealed to the 
Protestant clergy to assist him in establishing a 
system of secular education. He held to this opin- 
ion and in 1890 he introduced his famous bill, as it 
was finally shaped by the Protestant clergy. His 
just ideas were disregarded by the Protestant 
churches and Catholic schools were abolished and 
Protestant schools retained. Mr. Martin then pro- 
tested against the discrimination, and he has done 
so often since 1890. In a recent letter he manfully 
Says: 

** When I introduced the school bill of 1890, I pointed 
out that, in so far as it provided for religious exercises 
in the schools, it was, in my opinion, defectiv. Iam of 
those who deny the right of the state to interfere in any ' 
respect in matters of religion. I said then, and I still 
think, that the clause of the 1890 act which provides for 
certain religious exercises is most unjust to the Roman 
Catholics. If the state is to recognize religion in its 
schoollegislation, such a recognition as is acceptable to 
Protestants only, and, in fact, to a majority of Prot- 
estants only, is, to my mind, rank tyranny." 


The Hon. Mr. Martin should hav added that the 
measure was equally unjust to the F'reethinkers, 
the Jews, the Adventists, and all other classes of 
citizens who are opposed to a state religion. It is 
the “rank tyranny " which Mr. Martin condemned 
that the Manitoban government persists in against 
the decision of the English Privy Council, against 
the Dominion government, and, what is more im- 
portant, against the protests of the dissenting 
minorities in Manitoba itself. It is this “rank tyr- 
anny” which W. J. H. Traynor, president of the 
Supreme Council of the leading Protestant patriotic 
order in the United States, in his annual address, 
says must be continued at all hazards, and that if 
the Manitoban quarrel between sectarists of oppos- 
ing schools leads to war, “the Protestants of Man- 
itoba” hav but to call for aid, and “across the 
border will flock” an “army corps” of Protestants 
from the United States. Are the friends of peaceful 
progress, of scientific education, of genuin secular- 
ization, ready to assist, directly or indirectly, those 
who avow their willingness to involve the United 
Statesin war with Canada for the purpose of main- 
taining state-supported Protestant schools in Man- 
itoba? It should be said, in passing, that the 
Manitoba legislature, which the Zndependent evi- 
dently thinks is devoted to things “non-sectarian,” 
has just enacted a law prohibiting the running of 
Sunday cars in any part of the province. 
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News and Notes. 


From the romance of the North—its mountains 
and lakes, the spirit of Burns and Scott, the flow- 
ers and the heather—I come to the enormous city 
of Manchester, which seems to represent everything 
that is practical—facts, facts, facts—industry, com- 
merce, machinery, cotton—pounds, shillings, and 
pence. I enjoyed the contrast. It added piquancy 
to this wonderful journey of human life. There is 
romance and poetryin Manchester mills if we could 
only get at them, if we only had the myriad-minded 
vision. 

I suppose that the goods of Manchester are sent 
to every quarter of the globe. Manchester, like 
London, is an original center of business. Itis a 
fountain-head. It is not a reflex or a dependency. 
If London were swept out of existence, Manchester 
would not feel the shock. She would still go on 
her way rejoicing. Manchester really claims to be 
as large a congregation of the world’s traffic as 
London itself. She will not yield the palm to 
Glasgow as the second city in the empire. Man- 
chester proper contains about 650,000 people, and 
Glasgow proper nearly 800,000. As a matter of 
fact, however, the Manchesterites claim Salford, 
since only a narrow stream runs between the cities ; 
the business is all one; and a stranger can’t tell 
whether he is in Manchester or Salford, so inti- 
mately are the two cities combined; and Salford 
has a population of 250,000, which makes the pop- 
ulation of the «living whole” of this immense me- 
tropolis 900,000. Furthermore, it is stated that 
within a radius of ten miles of Manchester Ex- 
change is & population as large as that of London 
itself: that is, taking a space of ground in Lanca- 
shire as large as that of total London, it contains 
an equal number of people. Whether these state- 
ments are exaggerations or not, they tend to giv 
some idea of the enormous and multiplied activities 
of this mighty city. Vast and amazing are the 
channels of life that flow and intermingle. Crowds 
flock from every point of the compass. The Man- 
chester Exchange is the largest in the world. On 
Tuesdays and Fridays 6,000 people throng there 
simply to do business, and the transactions run up 
into millions. It is a picture to look upon, that 
changing multitude on the vast floor of this tall 
building, the surges of which, we might say, are 
felt to the uttermost corners of the eartb. Look- 
ing through the huge thick glass plates of sur- 
rounding rooms and corridors you can scarcely hear 
a sound of that living sea. You would think that 
nothing was going on. They simply seem to be 
walking, talking, laughing, and having a good time. 
Nevertheless, more business is transacted on this 
one spot than upon any other spot of the same size 
on the globe, London and New York not excepted, 
for the time being. When one strikes Manchester 
he feels the “thrill of life” as when he strikes Chi- 
cago, or any other big place; he knows that some- 
thing is going on. He feels an electricity in the 
air, which only numbers and world-wide movements 
can giv. 

The ship canal, about forty miles in length, I be- 
lieve, is a wonderful achievement, and adds greatly 
to the commercial facilities of Manchester, since 
goods can now be shipped directly to all parts of 
the world. The canal cost $80,000,000. In the 
nature of things it can’t be a paying investment 
for many years to come. lt requires vast traffic to 
pay the interest of such an amount on money as the 
canal cost. But Manchester after all is a prophetic 
and exuberant city, notwithstanding its purely busi- 
ness nature. It is no Gadgrind. It has boundless 
faith in the future and the glory of its canal, which 
will no doubt some day bear a thousand ships upon 
its bosom. I admire the magnificent energy of a 
people who will bank $80,000,000 on the possibil- 
ities of to-morrow. There is a poetic grandeur 
in the creation of such a splendid pathway of 
commerce. 

I enjoy the comfortable hospitality of Wm. Weat- 
well, who livs in the suburbs of Manchester, in a 
quiet retreat, where no throb of business ever dis- 
turbs the calm and beautiful atmosphere. There 
are flowers and grass and trees to charm the eye, 
and lovely roads over which to drive, and fair pros- 
pects in every direction. There is the splendid 
horse, Robert, and the faithful dog, Wallace, and 
in the morning and the evening air we enjoy the 
delightful sceneries with the swift motion and music 
of the flying wheel. Elegant villas and residences 
adorn the country, which is rich with groves and 
luscious hayfields, in some of which the harvest is 
already filling the air with sweet perfumes and the 
laborers cheerily sing. At Bolton I saw two of the 
finest draught-horses, I believe, in the world; one 
was valued at £1,000, and the other at £800. 
They seemed almost strong enough to draw an 
earthquake and make no fuss about it. England 


surpasses America in draught-horses, although the 
latter may produce the more lively and handsome 
trotters. But when it comes to work, England at- 
tends to business. There are draught-horses in 
Manchester that will each pull five tons easily. It 
seems merely child’s play as they place their enor- 
mous hoofs on the ground and swing slong almost 
like a planet. 

The Secular Society of Manchester is in a flour- 
ishing condition. It has strong elements, and fine 
local talent. It has a hall of its own, which was 
once a chapel. Thereis a moral in this, and rather 
opposes the notion that Christianity is taking the 
lead of Secularism, for here is a church actually 
transformed into a Secular hall. 

The first time Mr. Foote lectured here the bap- 
tismal font-was in front, as yet unremoved—a relic 
of the past fronting the glory of the future. There 
were no haunting spirits of orthodoxy about, how- 
ever, as I spoke within these four walls. The 
building was thoroughly regenerated and prepared 
for the service of humanity. I had fine audiences, 
and cheerful English enthusiasm. The evening at- 
tendance was especially large. In every way I hav 
enjoyed the Manchester campaign. I hav met 
numerous friends. All giv hearty welcome to the 
American visitor and make him feel entirely at 
home. It isan inspiring thought that in such a 
great center of the world’s business our flag is kept 
flying. Such earnest workers as Mr. and Mrs. Pegg 
and others insure the continued success of our 
cause. Mr. E. G. Taylor, author of “Shall Thought 
be Fettered in England?" a most excellent pam- 
phlet, presided at the morning and evening meet- 
ings and Mr. Hurd at the afternoon. Quite a 
number of friends were present from Failsworth, a 
bright center of Freethought work, where I expect 
to be August 11th, and of which I shall hav a good 
story to tell, for a really splendid constructiv en- 
terprise has been carried on here of great interest 
to all advanced thinkers. I cannot name all I met 
at Manchester, but I must thank them one and all 
for their kindness and generous support. 

With Mr. Westwell and Mr. Robert Ainsworth I 
visited the Exchange, the Municipal buildings, the 
Art gallery, St. James’ Hall, Belle-Vue, and other 
places of interest and enjoyment. Belle-Vue is one 
of the old and celebrated curiosities of cosmopolitan 
Manchester. Excursions from all over the kingdom 
come here for a day's outing. There are large 
zoological gardens, extensiv lakes, upon which 
steamboats are plying, concert hall, and a band of 
music, and at present a huge panorama of Port 
Arthur—a wonderful affair, giving a most vivid im- 
pressicn of that place. In the evening there is a 
magnificent display of fireworks, the ** Storming of 
Port Arthur," reproduced in a grandeur and brill- 
iancy which is indescribable. Belle-Vue was started 
over fifty years ago by one man in a very small way, 
and has grown to its present colossal proportions 
as a place of varied amusement and instruction by 
the energetic genius of the founder and his sons. 
The railroad company has offered, I understand, 
£250,000 for the place, but the proprietors refuse 
to dispose of it for that cr any other sum. It is 
their pride and glory to make this the best thing of 
its kind in the kingdom. 

St. James’ is one of the largest halls in the world, 
capable of holding 8,000 people. Westwell once 
held a big auction of goods in this place, and sold 
in one day merchandise to the value of £127,000. 
I think this is one of the largest business transac- 
tions on record. 

On Sunday evening I was pleased to meet, at the 
home of Mr. Westwell, Mr. Karsa, à Mohammedan 
gentleman, who was present at the evening lecture. 
I was gratified to find that advanced believers in the 
Koran are upon the broad and universal platform 
of Freethought, cordially in touch with science, 
progressiv philosophy, and radical literature. 

My visit at Manchester was one of great stimula- 
tion. In this great hive of human industry there 
was still music and poetry, hope and encourage- 
ment. 

On Monday I reach Derby, where I giv a lecture 
in the evening at Atheneum Hall. This is quite 
full. I hav already mentioned Derby. The debate 
was held here between Foote and Lee. I gave a 
review of that debate, entitling my lecture “Man 
and the Universe.” I gave the salient features of 
both sides of the debate, which debate certainly has 
resulted in great good to Secularism. I could see 
that Mr. Foote’s argument had lodged in many an 
intelligent mind, and that the community was not 
so densely orthodox as in days gone by. There 
has been a hard fight at this point. The Sabbata- 
rians endeavored to enforce the old pious laws, and 
for a time succeeded, but public sentiment is now 
pronounced against them, and the principles of 
Freethought are prevailing. The only notable 
thing about the debate after the lecture was that 


a woman took part in it, in a very courteous and 
gentle manner. I could not make out what her 
position really was, but it seemed more like Swe- 
denborgianism than anything else. It was a vague 
and indefinit defense of Theism, but not by any means 
on the orthodox lines. I see that very few are dis- 
posed to defend “Christian” Theism. It is Theism 
pure and simple upon which they rely. 

Mr. Henry McGuinness presided at my lecture. I 
find he is an old army comrade, and fought beneath 
the Stars and Stripes. I am glad that, on a larger 
and grander field, we are contending for universal 
freedom. At his home, after the lecture, with Mr. 
Whitney and other Secular friends, we had a de- 
lightful sociable time, and closed with singing 
«Auld Lang Syne.” Derby is quite a contrast to 
Manchester, with its tremendous bustle. But I 
shall not forget the former's rural and stately 
beauty, its appearance of comfort and wealth, its 
growing light of Freethought, its cheerful com- 
panionship, and splendid band of earnest re- 
formers. 

Nottingham is next on my route, and I lecture 
here Tuesday, June 25th, to a fair audience. There 
is a very large Liberal element in Nottingham, but 
somehow or other it is rather indifferent to distinctiv 
Freethought work, and much of it is absorbed in. 
the Socialistic and Independent Labor party. The 
purely Secular movement is not what it should be 
in its own field, but there are sturdy supporters 
here, and I do not think there will be any ultimate 
failure, for there are those who know that Free- 
thought is the vital spirit of reform, and must be 
maintained at all hazards. In times of real stress 
and battle, Nottingham has always been a great ral- 
lying-place, and there is no doubt that, if anything 
special should occur, Nottingham would fill its 
quota. At present it is a kind of reserve corps. 

I remain until Saturday at Nottingham, and hav 
a good rest at the home of Mr. James Stapleton, 
president of the Nottingham Secular Society. Mr. 
Snell, one of the best speakers and workers in the 
English advance movement, introduced me at the 
lecture and made a very interesting address of wel- 
come, in which he stated that in a certain way Not- 
tingham was the hub of the universe; and that is 
about so. The New England Pilgrim movement 
started from near Nottingham. Nottingham Castle 
dates back to the time of the Britons, and then, as 
for Nottingham lace, there is nothing like it in the 
wide world, and the Nottingham girls adorn them- 
selvs like queens with the chief productions of their 
ancient and majestic city. Lace manufacture in its 
present wonderful skill and variety originated here. 
This is the only place where they can make the ma- 
chines, which are indeed like “a thing of life." My 
friend, Mr. Parrott, who owns one of them, took 
me to view its marvelous evolutions. I can no 
more explain them than I can explain the universe. 
There is an infinity of movement, all prearranged 
so that at one stroke it seems as if a million fingers 
were set at work to deftly weave the gorgeous fab- 
ric. Fifty-two yards of the finest lace, of any pat- 
tern desired, is made on one of these machines 
every half hour. You might watch the mechanism 
all day long, and yet not penetrate its mystery. 
Only in Nottingham can the genius of man produce 
these superb, tireless creatures that labor day and 
night with the force of a human intelligence and 
fill the world with beauty. 

Passing from these miracles of modern progress, 
we take our way to Nottingham Castle, in whose 
dim recesses the “dark backward and abysm of 
time” is quaintly revealed. Mrs. Stapleton and my 
artist friend, Mr. Story, are my companions. Mr. 
Story has painted some of the pictures now hanging 
on the walls, and is well up in the history of this 
famous castle. Of course, only here and there do 
we find remnants of the original structure, which 
was built nobody knows when. Some say that the 
citadel on this rock was reared about the time of 
King David of scriptural memory, a thousand years 
before Christ. Others go back only to the ancient 
Romans and Britons, but there is no doubt that 
this great rock which towers above the city has 
been a battlemented fortress in one shape or an- 
other for many centuries. At present the main 
structure is a castellated mansion of comparativly 
modern date, having itself suffered mutilation in 
the days of Chartist reform; but still to be seen is 
Mortimer’s Hole, where the wicked earl courted 
the amorous queen, to be finally detected and exe- 
cuted at Tyburn. There is also the ** New Jerusa- 
lem,” where beer is still vended to the thirsty way- 
farer, and which was furnished centuries ago from 
the same place to the holy crusaders; hence its 
name. In the mansion as it now stands are the 
art gallery and museum, and one can spend a whole 
day viewing the treasures of this unique and ma:n- 
orable castle. 

Friday is a brilliant day in the annals of the Seg- 
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ular Pilgrim. I visit Newstead Abbey, the home 
of Lord Byron. Mr. Stapleton and Mr. Parrott 
are with me on this trip. Newstead Abbey is only 
about eight miles from Nottingham. It was in 
Nottingham that Byron lay in state. Iwas pointed 
to the very room, in an ancient building, where he 
thus lay. An immense procession followed the 
funeral cortege to Hucknall church, where the poet 
was buried with sixty of his ancestors. There is 
nothing more beautifvl in any land than Newstead 
Abbey. It is now owned by Mr. W. F. Webb, a 
friend of Livingstone, and himself a renowned 
traveler and hunter. He must possess great wealtp, 
for the Abbey is kept in a most noble and attractiv 
condition. It is approached from the station by a 
wide graveled road through green fields and beau- 
teous groves. We pass over the river, alongside a 
dashing cataract which flows from the lake above. 
The Abbey is of the loveliest architecture of the 
middle ages. It is grace itself, and indicates the 
wonderful poetic feeling of that awakening time, a 
dawn genimed with a thousand stars. Only the 
Íront arches of the church itself remain, with the 
windows and the portal, giving a weird faint pict- 
ure of immemorial years. The habitable part still 
endures, in which are hundreds of relics of the poet 
and his ancestors; the rooms where kings hay 
visited and slept; portraits of beauties and heroes ; 
swords and helmets; and the table where Byron 
wrote his immortal verse, in which there was more 
concentrated energy of genius than in any other 
poetry of his time, and which was ablaze with revo- 
lutionary thoughts. We see the surroundings that 
nurtured the mental life of the fitful bard; the 
ruins of the past and the beauties of nature; the 
fields and groves and waters; the Annesley hills, 
where brooded the spirit of his fatal love. We 
can imagin the poet amidst these variable scenes, 
so many pictures of which abide in his glowing mel- 
odies. Newstead Abbey is rich with treasures, and 
the gloomy history of man is here recorded, to- 
gether with its most marvelous romance and illus- 
trious genius. Here is the oak which Byron planted 
. and which, once on the point of dying, now flour- 
ishes green and beautiful. Here is the tree on 
which he carved his own and his sister’s name when 
he bade farewell forever to Newstead Abbey; and 
here is the monument to his dog, who possessed all 
the virtues without the vices of man. About the 
Abbey are extensiv and magnificent gardens, in 
which are flowers of all hues, spreading along the 
wanderer's path with oriental luxuriance. 

From Newstead Abbey we go to Hucknall, a 
colliery town, smoky and dirty, and busy with mar- 
keting; an uncouth place, it seemed to me, for the 
ashes of the immortal bard. The church is a 
Solemn but not very imposing structure. A melan- 
choly graveyard spreads around it. No one of 
distinction is buried here. Within are the immortal 
dead. The bones of Byron lie beneath the stone 
floor. We read the inscription, and muse in the 
shadow of the gray walls. An unpretentious man- 
sion of the dead is this—a gloomy place to quench 
the fires of the human mind that flame to the stars, 
then sink to earth. All this, and nothing more! 
was the refrain that rolled through my mind, as I 
gazed upon the dim relics of the dead. No voice 
can utter anything more. The darkness abides 
while we love and honor the heroic spirit. Byron 
perished in the glorious effort to win liberty for 
. Greece; and more than this, be it spoken to his 
undying praise, Byron's maiden speech in the 
House of Lords was for the defense of the Notting- 
hamshire workmen, among whom he then lived, 
against the death penalty which the aristocrats were 
endeavoring to inflict upon those poverty-stricken 
men who in their blind wrath destroyed some ma- 
chinery, thus putting the rights of wealth above 

- the rights of humanity. Against this Byron pro- 
tested with all the ardor of his soul and the elo- 
quence of his tongue. , 

Besides the memory of Lord Byron in Notting- 
ham, there is the house where Henry Kirke White 
was born; aud also in the process of demolition the 
birthplace of Philip James Bailey, who, half a cen- 
tury ago, at the age of twenty-two, wrote * Festus," 

.& most extraordinary and brilliant poem, and al- 
though living to this day, he has not again penned 
a line worthy of preservation. There is also a 
house on one of the main streets, still standing and 
used for a hotel, in the same shape it was in 1460, 
years before the diseovery of America. For over 
400 years no alteration has been made in its ap- 
pearance. 

On Saturday morning Mr. J. R. Anderson ac- 
companied me to the univerity, which is a notable 
and flourishing institution. It has over 1,700 stu- 
dents. It has a machinery and engineering de- 

partment connected, so that the student can hava 
practical and industrial education if he wishes. It 
has also a very valuable museum. 


Mr. Andergon is a prominent citizen, a member 
of the common council, and a pronounced Free- 
thinker. Among other friends here are Mr. and 
Mrs. Marriott, formerly of America. Mr. Marriott 
was in the army under the Stars and Stripes. I 
had also the pleasure of meeting Mr. Amos Waters, 
a busy contributor to many literary periodicals, and 
a philosophical Freethinker. He is known on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

Mr. Jackson, Mr. Murray, Mr. and Mrs. Burton, 
with others, are friends that added to the pleasure 
of my stay in Nottingham. I had a varied and enter- 
taining visit, which, while restful, was animated and 
instructiv. I must thank Mr. and Mrs. Stapleton 
and the little children for their cordiality and good 
will, and the enjoyment of a happy home, and I 
heartily reciprocate the wish of my host that I shall 
see Nottingham again before I surrender the 
ghost. 

On Saturday afternoon, June 29th, I leave Not- 
tingham for Sheffield. I am accompanied by Mr. 
Snell, who, I hope, will sometime visit me in Amer- 
ica. He would like Yankeeland, I am sure, for a 
change. And the Freethinkers of our country 
would find in him a bright and brave champion. 

Sauuzz P. Purnam. 


Labor, the Measure of Economie Values. 


This subject, important mainly in the degree it 
is misapprehended, is now being widely discussed. 
A recent writer says: ** The present chaos in finan- 
cial matters is due in a large measure to the fact 
that.the unit of value is a fixed quantity of a scarce 
and fluctuating commodity.” It is made the only 
legal tender for the payment of general indebted- 
ness, and excludes the true measure of value, labor. 
Labor is the only standard approaching exactness. 
The unit is the labor or service hour, a labor day 
being an uncertain number of hours. It is prefer- 
able to call it the average product of the labor hour, 
to meet the objection that labor is an abstraction, 
and cannot measure concreted values, though 
values are ideal, not concrete. 

What is the average product of the hour is ascer- 
tainable in every human employment. Were this 
otherwise, no intelligent estimate of any commodity 
or service whatever could be made. The utilities of 
things hav no exchangeable value until they are 
measured by the services which produce them, or 
wil be required to reproduce them, or are the equiv- 
alent which they will command in the market. 

Commercial values are based on : 

First, the ratio of utility. 

Second, the ratioof time—duration of labor. 

Third, the ratio of energy exerted. 

The first and second ratios are capable of mathe- 
matical ascertainment. The last only is variable. 
The strength, skill, and opportunity of men differ ; 
still more the estimates of schooled and unschooled 
minds. One delights ‘in action, another in 


ease. One has refined tastes, another gross 
appetites. One is satisfied with remote, the 
other demands instant gratification. When men 


exchange goods the determining thought is 
the ratio of profit, interest, rent, 2. e, the in- 
crement over labor cost to each. Surely no 
commodity produced by labor can measure the 
variation of these estimates, still less the ever 
varying relation between demand and supply, as 
Mr. Kitson has conclusivly shown in his recent 
book. If his “invariable unit of purchasing power” 
is anything more than a hypothetical abstraction, 
it suggests the average product of the industrial 
hour. Invariability is out of the question. Only 
an approximation is possible, but this is adequate 
to determin the equity of all practical transactions. 

There are reasons to be urged in favor of a mui- 
tiple standard, but this would lead to more compli- 
cation than the estimation of the labor hour, and 
at the best could not equal it in exactness. 

By taking, however, a common article of food, 
say wheat; one of clothing, say wool; one of shelter, 
say lumber, with one or more of wrought metal, 
say iron, and of wool or coal, the average price of 
these articles in relation to each other might furnish 
a tolerable measure, for each market day; but only 
the labor hour can measure exchangeable values for 
all time; since time, utility of natural resources, 
and sacrifice of energy, as far as ascertainable, are 
in this respect the nearest to invariability. 

The labor hour, or its average product, would be 
put in the form of a receipt or note, for labor done, 
or to be done. Experience shows that such receipt 
or note will readily pass in exchange, if from a 
party, corporation, or state in which the public 
hav tolerable confidence. But here the ways part. 
The issuer of the receipt or certificate is not a 
buyer, but a custodian of the goods, and can justly 
be held to account for their delivery, or their value. 
There are unquestioned equities here, And if the 


certificate passes into other hands, and returns in 
form of draft, it is upon a plenum. A promissory 
note is a quite different thing. It is for a thing 
non-existent. The borrower may fail in his pursuit. 
He may hav received only the banker's promis, who 
also is unable to pay on demand, and so both 
promises are often repudiated. I think this shows 
that our bankruptcies arise not from difficulty of 
getting in debt, but from too greatfacility. But says 
the mutual banker: “ By our plan good credits can 
be exchanged for circulating credit.” Thus money 
can be had without interest. But debt money is a 
liability, for which an asset is yet to be procured, 
and cannot be redeemed on demand. It is replied 
that an asset is not needed; “for it is in the very 
essence of money-issuing that itis done on other 
people’s property.” 

To me it seems that the desire to issue money on 
other people’s property, and to do businsss on other 


people’s capital, is far more responsible for our de- 


faleations and financial troubles than legal tender 
laws or taxation of bank issues. If our money 
measure of exchange values is to consist of evi- 
dences of debt, representing consumption, not value 
produced, there can be no end to failures. 
Indebtedness is excluded from among the deter- 
minate economic factors. It adds nothing to cap- 
ital, increases no lands or their fertility, or tools or 
plant of any kind. By making a commodity, as 
gold, a measure of value and including debts as 
matters of commerce, we simply invert the indus- 
trial order. Money we crown king. It does every- 
thing. Man is valued only as the product of his 
hour’s labor becomes purchasable. This inversion 
was unnoticed when men were owned as chattels, 
and is still unnoticed under monarchical commerce 
by our most honest and intelligent money reform- 
ers. Man, dethroned from his work estate, supinely 
worships still the emblem of departed power, the 
golden fetich, which ignorance and knavery hay 
set up in the place of all that is called God. The 
Dollar Almighty, displaying its government legend, 
* In God we Trust,” is far more devoutly worshiped 
than was ever any god of ancient or modern time. 
The absurdity of the single commodity standard 
reminds one of the landsman who came into pos- 
session of a vessel, and made marks upon her side 
to tell when the tide rose and fell. This was use- 
ful when she was aground, but quite useless when 
she was afloat. By accident he found out that it 
would also indicate the measure of the burden his 


vessel was sustaining. The only serviceable func- 


tion the commodity standard can render social in- 
dustry is to record the burden it loads upon labor. 
A gold dollar or its counterfeit paper dollar will now 
command ten hours of productiv labor. It will 
command only one hour's service of a bank teller, or 
a half hour’s service of a cashier. The hour of the 
laborer can be purchased for a dime. The hour of 
the hundred millionaire, spent in work, play, or dis- 
sipation, costs the wealth producers several thousand 
dollars. This should be satisfactory! When Mr. 
Tucker was asked his opinion of the labor stand- 
ard, he replied: “ It is doubtful if there is anything 
more variable in its purchasing power than labor." 
He has.marked his boat, and evidently has not re- 
flected whether it is afloat or aground. The astute 
Senator Edmunds also thought the royal commod- 
ity gold the most stable of all things in value, be- 
cause in thirty years he had never known its price 
to vary more than three-fourth per cent from the 
standard coin, itself gold. He did not count the 
time when silver was at three per cent premium 
over gold. His financial vessel was afloat with a 
mark to indicate the constant undulation of the 
commercial tide. 

I hav not the least expectation that for many 
years the labor hour will be legally adopted as the 
standard or tender unit. It could do little good 
if it were, with our barbarous laws for collection 
of debts and enforcement of usurious contracts. It 
might prove in some way a reminder of labor’s 
burdens. A standard is but an accident in Andrews's 
analysis of money, and has thus far proved a very 
damaging one to industrial undertakings. Doubt- 
less a generally acknowledged standard would be 
convenient were it exact. But the adoption of the 
most inexact has wrought untold wrong to labor. 
Only under liberty can the equitable standard be 
used. 

Not only do the mutual bankers regard a stand- . 
ard or no standard of too great importance, but 
they greatly exaggerate the economic function of 
money itself. It is but an incident of exchange, if 
more than an accident. Exchange itself is not a 
prime factor, but an incident to the production, 
division, and distribution of wealth. 

Edward Kellogg was the father of the one per 
cent cost of banking idea, and thought two per cent 
‘interest too much for the borrower to pay. He was 
contemporary with Proudhon, Greene, and Warren. 
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He and Warren were merchants, with little knowl- 
edge of the production of wealth. Proudhon and 
Greene were literary men with still less. Kellogg 
laid down as a fundamental, that ** monetary laws 
are the most important subjects of legislation." 
By this he meant much the same as our mutual 
bankers do, who put the money question above the 
land and labor, the home and the man and the 
woman. ven Mr. Kitson, with all his fairness and 
catholicity of spirit, does the same. 

What ought to be sufficiently clear is that land 
borrowing, money and capital borrowing, are but 
surrenders to weakness, the great vice of our indus- 
trial system, sapping the energy and depleting the 
resources of human providence. Labor has always 
been the procurer of economic values, which meas- 
ure and exchange each other relativly to the em- 
bodied service in each. 

How contract, which has ever served the slaveries 
with such fidelity, is to figure in the mutual bank 
era, seems doubtful. Only Mr. Bilgram meets the 
question squarely, by premising that the borrower 
who fails to fulfil his contract freely entered into, is 
an invader, and to be treated by organized or ex- 
temporized governments accordingly. Were his 
premises sound, the logic of his conclusion could 
not be questioned; but freedom of contract has no 
existence under monopoly of land and opportunity. 
Equal freedom is a dream of the idealist, and 
useful only as a hypothesis to test positiv social 
ethics. Debtor and creditor are not often equals, 
whose agreements can result advantageously to 
both. As a rule “the debtor is a slave to the 
lender.” Except under the rule of “equal freedom 
of invasion," can he be regarded as an invader ? 

An attempt to exchange where one party has no 
commodity is an absurdity. Deferred payments are 
encouragements to laches, and outside of economic 
consideration. "Where hazardous enterprises are 
inaugurated with capital on one side and labor on 
the other, the parties are not debtor and creditor, 
but co-operators. Only when the issue is mutually 
advantageous or disadvantageous, can it come un- 
der the rule of reciprocation. When disaster over- 
takes such enterprise, a contributor thereto has 
* no cause of action " against another contributor. 

A creditor is a contributor to his debtor's failure, 
when by taking interest he destroys him, or when 
he furnishes him means too great for him to 
manage. No mutual or really free contract exists 
where the completion of it is not equally advanta- 
geous to both parties. Wherereciprocity, the law of 
societary motion, is absent, there can be no mutual- 
ity. We are as yet not under freedom, but authority, 
and are subject to invasion on every side, particu- 
larly in the opportunities of producing and sharing 
wealth. If indebtedness is necessary, other than 
the necessity caused by unequal laws and voluntary 
yielding to unfavoring circumstance, men cannot 
be helped by increasing the facilities for borrowing. 
Men with industry, push, and general integrity will 
be able to establish a business of their own, capital 
or no capital. Men without these qualities will 
not be benefited, but injured by devices for “ bor- 
rowing made easy.” 

The scientific basis of economics was laid by 
Adam Smith more than a century since, and in- 
dorsed by Proudhon nearly a half century since, 
viz. that the whole product of labor belongs to 
the laborer. Neither applied it, however, in his 
economic philosophy. Smith saw hope for op- 
pressed labor in “free trade.” Proudhon deemed 
that “the chief hope of labor lies in the monetiza- 
tion of all its products,” and so his whole thought 
was turned to the subject of reforming money and 
the organization of credit. His disciples do not 
see that only by recognizing the labor hour as the 
standard can his “chief hope” be realized. But 
the fundamental right to labor and to hold its 
products is anterior to money, and even to ex- 
change. Freedom to use one’s normal environ- 
ment, to co-operate in and mutually divide its fruit- 
age, is prior to. money or any of its accidents or 
incidents. So intently was Proudhon’s attention 
directed to righting labor's wrongs through finan- 
cial measures, that it is said he expressed a deter- 
mination to reverse the motion of the planet to 
effect it. In this diversion from the fundamental 
question, he has been followed or anticipated by 
Kellogg, Warren, Greene, and all finance reformers 
who think to reform basic evils by rearranging the 
incidentals and accidentals of exchange, while the 
plutoctatic power rests securely on the dominion of 
the land, excluding labor from place and power of 
self-employment, and upon the support of the force- 
ful state, and the popular superstition concerning 

_ the legal and regal dollar of gold, or other com- 
modity, or their ghosts. 

The first exchanges are of services, counted by 
hours; the second are of the products of services, 
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and their values are arrived at by the measure of 
time, utility, and energy involved in the labor of 
production. There is no reason but such as invasiv 
government and plutocratic greed suggest why the 
same measure should not apply to the wider range 
of general circulation. To use debt as an economic 
quantity is to organize bankruptcy, as Proudhon 
says. To treat transactions as exchanges, when one 
or both of the commodities are non-existent, ter- 
minates in laws to stay completion, to exempt and 
limit indebtedness, and otherwise protect the debtor. 
Equal freedom may not prohibit knaves and fools 
from making vicious contracts. It certainly will re- 
fuse to enforce them. Mutualism must be applied 
to production, division, and exchange before it has 
any meaning in banking, the normal function of 
which is to adjust balances and facilitate comple- 
tion of half-executed exchanges. Practically under 
legal supervision, and with a legal commodity 
standard, banking is simply a contrivance to create 
and circulate debts and to defer payments indefi- 
nitly. Let us hav the labor-hour receipt or check, 
with the legend, “In Industry we Trust and 
Work.” J. K. Ixcarrs. 


Observations. 


I know of two cities out West between whose 
residents there is such a degree of rivalry that a 
judge in one of them discharged a thief who had 
stolen a warrant drawn on the treasury of the 
other, taking the judicial ground that the paper 
couldn’t be worth enough to make the offense in- 
dictable. :I supposed that local feeling of this kind 
was confined to America, but Mr. Putnam's letters 
from abroad hav given me more light. Of course it 
is not for a stranger to question anything told him 
by Englishmen, who never talk through their hats, 
and hence the Pilgrim is bound to report that every 
city he visits, while in the provinces of Great Brit- 
ain, is, in importance, the second in the United 
Kingdom. Of this class, according to statistics fur- 
nished by residents of each, are Glasgow, Liverpool, 
and Manchester. As to which is the most copious 
of British streamlets there is likewise a conflict of 
testimony. In Liverpool they say it is the Mersey, 
while Editor Foote of the Freethinker asserts that 
“the Thames is far and away the premier river of 
England.” But then, Mr. Foote livs in London, 
which is on the Thames. It may yet be necessary 
to hav new measurements made, under circum- 
stances of international publicity, by disinterested 
parties who would be above suspicion of using a 
bucket with a bottom half-way to the top. The 
canny Scot who presented the claims of the Clyde 
as a bigger piece of engineering than the Suez 
canal, and who misled the American visitor into re- 
cording that the first steamboat was launched upon 
the same, is probably beyond the reach of prayer. 


With Puritanism in the saddle, the editor of the 
New York Voice (Prohibition) becomes vocal and 
insolent. To those who protest against persecu- 
tion by Sabbatarians he says, “Obey the law,” 
while objectors to sumptuary legislation as “foreign 
to our constitution” are advised to * try the Keeley 
eure. The statesmanship here displayed is rather 
more than worthy of the cause which has turned 
it loose. 

Because the communication of Mr. Morris M. 
Bostwick, printed elsewhere in this paper, appears 
to be devoted to answering something that I hav 
said, it should not be thence inferred that I would 
deny to Christianity the ancestry which he givs it. 
But I do not believe the child was wise enough to 
know its own father, and I do not believe that it is 
or ever was sun-worship. Mr. Bostwick’s introduc- 
tion of the matter of evolution illustrates the case. 
For as man is not an ape, and never wrs an ape, 
though man and ape had a common ancestor who 
left his mark upon both, 80 we may deny that Chris- 
tianity has ever been worship of the sun. We 
might as reasonably assure a Christian that he was 
once some other kind of an animal, as that his relig- 
ion was once something else than the superstition 
built upon the alleged life and adventures of a man 
known as Jesus Christ. Similarity of structure 
proves the relationship, but the lines of develop- 
ment diverge in one case as in the other. I call 
Mr. Bostwick’s attention to the item that I hav not 
said religion had its origin in lies and inventions. I 
could not make such a statement, for the reason, 
first, that I was not there when it was born, and 
second, that investigation appears to show that it 
had its rise in shadows and dreams. But when we 
come to particular kinds of religion, Christianity for 
example, and read about resurrections, ascensions, 
exorcisms, and so forth, we are justified in pro- 
nouncing the stories inventions and in concluding 
that the man who told them must hav lied. 

I cannot accept the thought of Mr. Bostwick re- 
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garding Professor Huxley's attainments as a theo- 
logical disputer, although the editor of the Christian 
Advocate agrees with him that in discussing relig- 
ion Huxley was out of his sphere. In his debates 
with Mr. Gladstone and the Rev. Dr. Wace, both of 
which dealt with religious propositions, he dis- 
played all the knowledge needed to get the best of 
the argument. His selection of the Miltonic the- 
ory of creation as a contrast to that of evolution 
was not due to a lack of moral courage. He knew 
that Milton was an orthodox interpreter of script- 
ure, while he himself was not; and since Genesis 
had to be “interpreted” before it could be dealt 
with, he chose Milton’s rendering. If he had un- 
dertaken to set forth his own notions of the mean- 
ing of Genesis, theologians would hav said that his 
criticism rested upon a misunderstanding of the 
sacred text. This being the fact, credit should be 
given him for the scientific caution which he used. 
His essays on “Science and Hebrew Tradition” 
and on “Science and Christian Tradition” contain 
no inherent evidence that the professor was short 
of sand. If, contrary to Taylor, he regarded Christ 
as a man, like the baker’s dozen of saviors who had 
previously been crucified, he would hav deprived 
us of the benefit of his thought if he had not said 
so. Equally candid is his opinion that the assump- 
tion of Prof. Edwin Johnson, that Christianity is 
only a few hundred years old, has nothing in it. 


The way the Home Rulers, Labor Reformers, 
and Socialists of Great Britain knifed one another's 
candidates in the late elections recalls a poem 
printed a few years ago describing a little incident 
which occurred in Parliament. The proceedings 
were as follows : 


*T was when O'Oonnor spoke, the crowd 
Grew patriotic truly; 

For then C'Dooley struck O'Dowd, 
And Healey struck O'Dooley. 

Then Redmond hit Muldoon a swat, 
And all went well, begorry, 

And there was home rule on that spot 

Till to his feet O'Oonnor got 

And says, says he, ** For sayin’ what 
I did," says he, ‘‘ I'm sorry.” 


The conference of political reformers at Prohibi- 
tion Park, Staten Island, appears to hav performed 
according to program. The purpose of it was to 
establish a basis of union for members of all par- 
ties except Republicans and Democrats, and it re- 
sulted in resolutions embodying the following de- 
mands: 

1. Direct legislation, the initiativ and referendum, im- 
perativ mandate and proportional representation. 2. 
State control of the larger industries. 3. Election of 
president and senators by direct vote of the people. 4. 
Woman suffrage. 5. Use and occupancy of land neces- 
sary totenure. 6. Prohibition. 7. Government monop- 
oly of the circulating medium, 8. Free coinage of silver 
at the ratio of 16 to 1. 

The foregoing may be regarded as eight kinds 
of bait thrown out by the Prohibition party for the 
purpose of catching votes. It is reported that the 
convention took them all down, though its gorge 
rose at the last one, which is not to be wondered 
at in view of the mixture it had previously swal- 
lowed. Anything with the word “free” in it is 
foreign substance to the Prohibition stomach. Mr. 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman was there and stirred up 
the animals with the remark that temperance was a 
secular question, and that the Prohibition party, 
by taking the theological view, had placed its slug- 
gish form squarely across the pathway of reform. 


The religious editor may often, by a few words 
written during a period of special illumination, 
place his readers under & debt that the business 
manager can never collect. He must get his re- 
ward in the hereafter, if he gets it at all The- 
editor of the New York Independent is one of this 
creditor class, becoming such through his pub- 
lished estimate of the late Thomas H. Huxley. He 
remarks that Mr. Huxley was a man with “a smat- 
tering of insufficient philosophy,” and belonged to 
that kind of individuals who “ cannot believe much 
beyond what they sée." Only inspiration could hav 
conveyed that information to the brain of the editor, 
for nothing in Huxley’s writings givs a hint of it. 
The question whether the deceased had a smatter- 
ing of philosophy, insufficient or adequate, cannot 
be settled now that he is dead, but he left testi- 
mony over his own signature that his belief was 
not restricted to what came under his immediate 
observation. A certain writer named Lilly, in an 
article contributed to the Fortnightly Review in 
1886, endeavored to describe the mental state of 
Mr. Huxley, and to that end set up three theses 
embodying the professor’s heresies, and likewise 
those of Mr. W. K. Clifford and Mr. Herbert Spen- 
cer. These three gentlemen, said Mr. Lilly, were 
agreed “(1) in putting aside, as unverifiable, every- 
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thing which the senses could not verify ; (2) every- 
thing beyond the bounds of physical science; (3) 
everything which could not be brought into a labo- 
ratory and dealt with chemically.” Mr. Huxley ac- 
credited the writer with the gift of telepathy, which 
is a Theosophical endowment enabling one person 
to read the thoughts of another; only Mr. Lilly’s 
gift was much more wonderful than the ordinary 
article, since it enabled him read not only thoughts 
of which the thinker himself was unaware, but those 
of which he knew nothing, and also to see him un- 
consciously drawing conclusions which he repudi- 
ated and supporting doctrins which he detested. 
Huxley overlooked the explanation that, like the 
editor of the 7ndependent, Mr. Lilly may hav been 
inspired. Anyone can understand, after a moments 
reflection, that if Mr. Huxley put aside as unveri- 
fiable all that the senses could not verify, he would 
hav no use for his intellectual faculties, since what 
the senses recognize is merely raw material. Sec- 
ondly, ignoring all that physieal science can deal 
with, consciousness must be denied. Physical sci- 
ence cannot even explain the phenomena of blush- 
ing, nor kindred manifestations sometimes attrib- 
uted to a determination of blood in other directions. 
In fact, back of all the senses is a body of matter 
called the brain, with the operations of which phys- 
ical science is quite unable to deal. Thirdly, what 
man of sanity would think of taking to the chemical 
laboratory for analysis such things as history, phi- 
lology, or mathematics, to the study of which Mr. 
Huxley often devoted his attention? The professor 
showed that the first of Mr. Lilly’s theses was in- 
accurate, that the second was inaccurate, and that 
the third was inaccurate; and that these three in- 
accurates constituted one prodigious misrepresen- 
tation. Where, then, in his vast vocabulary would 
the great student of nature hav found a word to 
fitly characterize the Jndependent’s statement? In 
my opinion he would for once hav become boister- 
ous, and denounced it as unhistorical. 
Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


` The Cause in Oregon. 

Oregon City is a very prosperous and pretty 

place, and a bright oasis in the desert of hard times. 

` The falls on the Willamette are utilized by paper 
mills, woolen factories, and the electric company, 
which affords light and power to her more preten- 
tious sister, Portland. ` 

That stalwart and loyal Liberal, Ben. F. Jagger, 
and his family, are shining lights and do much to 
dispel the darkness of superstition. Friend Jagger 
is ever kind, genial, courteous, of more than average 
business ability, and the success that has rewarded 
his management of his own affairs secures him the 
confidence and respect of his fellow-citizens, as was 
evinced by his election as councilman, because there 
arose great and pressing need of a really able and 
conscientious man on the board. It was the same 
with the county; when honest administration of the 
board of commissioners was the one hope to save 
the county from bankruptcy, the people, unsolicited, 
by an overwhelming majority, chose young Mr. 
Jagger, and this despite both father and son being 
the most pronounced Infidels. 

Friend Jagger rented Pond’s Hall, the best in 
the city, and met all the expenses of two lectures. 
At the first lecture there were about seventy present, 
and the second night one hundred and twenty. Much 
interest and enthusiasm was awakened, though the 
city was intensely excited over the reception of the 
delegates to the convention of the G. A. R. 

It was represented to me that this was a hopeless 
field, but, on the contrary, I found it one of the 
most promising. Mr. Jagger hopes to secure a 
suitable lot, and, if he can do this on reasonable 
terms, proposes to build hall and hav it dedicated 
to Freethought. There is a very general demand 
for Miss Nettie Olds to lecture there. 

Portland Secular Sunday-school participated in 
the Fourthof July parade. We had a float, 20x18—18 
feet high—built by Mr. John J. Tracy. Along the 
bed of the float, 20 feet long, were letters 18 inches 
high, shaded red and blue, reading on the one 
side, ** Universal Mental Liberty," and on the other, 
«To Do Good Is Our Religion.” Arches on each 
side extended 20 feet with b foot crown on which, 
in letters 14 inches high, were the words, “ Port- 
land Secular Sunday-school.” On the horses were 
banners 5 feet by 3; on those in the lead, ** Reason," 
* Right;" on the wheelers, “ Truth," “ Justice." 

The float was three tiers high, with canopy at the 
apex in which Miss Nettie Olds was seated dressed 
as “Goddess of Freethought.” The float was cov- 
ered with bunting and profusely decorated with 
flags, evergreens, and flowers. . The children each 
wore a beautiful badge, the gift of jolly, genial A. 
W. Miller, and carried an American flag. There 
were sixty children and fourteen adults on the float. 
The children sang patriotic songs over the entire 


route of more than three miles, to the entertain- 
ment and delight of the bystanders, who generally— 
when the fanaticism was not too malignant—showed 
their appreciation by hearty and long-continued 
applause. Even the members of the Salvation 
Army, seeing the words, “Portland Secular Sun- 
day-school,” and not being able to distinguish the 
difference between the words ** Secular ” and “ Pres- 
byterian,” were most hearty in their cheers. It 
was a grand advertisment of our work. 

June 23 was the memorable gala day of the Sil- 
verton Liberals, it being the anniversary of the or- 
ganization of the Silverton Liberal Union. Each 
year they commemorate that event by having a gen- 
eral gathering, a grand picnic, and in the evening 
musical and literary entertainment at Universal 
Mental Liberty Hall, owned by the society. 

The city has grown in importance, commercially 
and numerically, since my first visit five years ago. 
I was delighted to meet again the brave veterans, 
and learn that, while so nobly sustaining the cause, 
they had shared in the general prosperity of the 
city. The old stand-bys are ready as ever to do all 
possible for the advancement of Liberalism, but 
they realize the wisdom of placing the responsibil- 
ity of carrying on the work upon the younger mem- 
bers. 

The election of young Mr. Pearl W. Geer, the 
representativ of a long line of Infidel ancestors, to 
the position of president of the church and super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school, proves a most wise 
selection. He made his maiden speech on the Lib- 
eral rostrum at the picnic, and gave evidence of the 
possession of more than ordinary oratorical ability. 
The way he has conducted and built up interest in 
the Sunday-school is worthy of the highest com- 
mendation. 

There was a very large gathering of Liberals 
from the country around. Among the distinguished 
and most honored visitors was Father Ben Forst- 
ner, his excellent wife, and a goodly delegation of 
friends from Salem. The Woodburn friends were in 
full force. This would be a long communication if 
I enumerated only one-third of the good Liberals 
who rejoiced the Silverton friends, and enjoyed one 
of the jolliest, happiest days of their lives at the 
Silverton picnic. 

The evening entertainment at the hall fitly com- 
plemented the picnic. Higher praise than that is 
impossible. Young Mr. Geer and his assistant 
proved their ability to satisfactorily arrange and 
carry through a most arduous and brilliantly suc- 
cessful celebration without depending on the old 
folks for anything but financial aid. 

The Portland First Secular Church determined 
not to halt, and will take no vacation. Having 
raised the interest to the flood, it cannot afford by 
any ebb to lose what it has gained. The Sunday- 
school average attendance is forty-eight children, 
twenty-three adults, while the interest in the even- 
ing meetings is steadily increasing, and adding to 
the membership material of the highest quality. 
Sunday evening, July Tth, a most delightful pro- 
gram was rendered. It being the Sunday following 
the Fourth, Miss Olds took special pains to prepare 
a patriotic program, and every one of the thirteen 
numbers reflected credit alike upon child and in- 
structor. The recitations and songs by the tiny 
darlings of six and eight years were so admirably 
rendered as to excite the emotion alike of every 
true patriot and lover of children. The elder chil- 
dren’s songs and recitations were not less com- 
mendable. : 

No one can properly estimate the value of a Secu- 
lar Sunday-school until they see one in actual prog- 
ress. The participation of the children in the Sun- 
day evening services proves an immense attraction. 
It is a grand and good thing, and should be intro- 
duced wherever there is à Sunday-school and local 


‘church. Let every good member of the Oregon 


State Secular Union make special effort this week 
to secure one new subscriber to Tue TauTH SxrzkER. 
C. B. RzxNorps, 
Sec. O. S. S. U., 620 Seventh st., Portland, Or. 


Tue address of the secretary of the Brooklyn Philo- 
sophical Association is Thomas Duntze, 24 Stockholm 
street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Tux Omaha (Neb.) Philosophical Society meets every 
Sunday at 2.30 P.m., in Washington Hall, 18th and Har- 
ney streets. Questions pertaining to theology, Free- 
thought, and science freely discussed. All are welcome. 


Tur Freethought Society of Ballard Falls, Kan., has 
got out a sheet for missionary work by Freethinkers 
called ‘‘The Holy Bible in a Nutshell.” It is made up 
of extracts and paraphrases of Remsburg’s, Wheeler’s, 
and other works, ''Self-Contradictions of the Bible” 
being liberally drawn on, with the Nine Demands added 
and some pertinent questions asked, making on the whole 
& very good eye-opening leaflet, and the Society is will- 
ing that all should help distribute them. The Society 
itself has distributed ten thousand. They will be fur- 
nished at five cents per dozen by addressing Mrs. O. 
Dalrymple, secretary of the Society, Ballard Falls, Kan. ! 


A Lantern Without the Candle. l 

It seems rather surprising that, in all the veering 
away from theology which we hav witnessed in our 
time, men, otherwise skeptical enough, should still 
profess faith in Jesus. They hav given up his di- 
vinity, but still cling to his name, or the former 
half of it, as to that of a most extraordinary man. 
To my thinking, a greater fallacy or superstition 
never possessed men. To giv up Christ the Son of 
God and stiek to Jesus the son of Mary, seems 
to me to be an evidence of imbecility or excessiv 
sentiment, in which reason plays no part at all. 
Jesus without the Christ is a lantern without the 
candle, and a poor lantern too. If Jesus was the 
Christ, God’s anointed, the Son of God, and God 
himself, there is some slight modicum of sense in 
the respect shown to him. But if Jesus was a mere 
man, Jew or Gentile, there is nothing in that fact 
to call out our reverence or to lead us to worship 
him. i 

Of course, those who so excessivly crack Jesus 
up say they do so because of his wonderful charac- 
ter; but, in sober truth, the boasted character of 
Jesus is all the invention of his worshipers, and 
especially of those who hav made money out of 
puffing him. Nor is that all; the boasted character 
of Jesus was concocted and put upon him or at- 
tributed to him, as the Son of God, or while he was 
too exalted to be regarded in any other light than 
that of divinity. In a word, if the churches had from 
the first treated and regarded Jesus as & mere 
man, as the Unitarians do, he never would hav had 
any character to boast of, for there are no materials 
out of which to weave it. This is literally true. 
Why, “Paul” was far more prominent as a man 
than Jesus ever was. There is no ground of com- 
parison between them. Andif you take any one 
of the prominent martyrs mentioned in Chris- 
tianity, you will find a character transcendently 
more striking than that of Jesus. . Ignatius, Poly- 
carp, Andrew, Peter, St. Simeon Stylites, the her- 
mit Anthony, and a dozen others, showed self-denial 
far superior to anything Jesus exhibited. And 
this must be clear to all who are unprejudiced 
enough to examin for themselvs. . 

I, of course, do not regard any one of those 
names as representing a real man, but we hav to 
discuss character in fiction as in real life. Shak- 
spere’s characters, for example, are quite as much 
distinguished from each other, and must be re- 
garded as quite as moral, immoral, great, little and 
middling, as real men and women. So must it be 
with Jesus and his followers. And it seems to me 
unquestionable that Jesus has been and is com- 
pletely eclipsed by many of those who hav followed 
him. That is, unless you throw into his scale the 
element of Godhead, he is outweighed immensely 
by many a character in church story. 

Consequently to take away the divinity of Christ, 
or rather of Jesus, is really to logically fling him up 
altogether. For the elements of greatness are en- 
tirely wanting. Whoever sketched him relied for 
effect upon his divinity and nothing else. Take, as 
an illustration, a pictured saint, such as we see 
them in Christian art; there they appear with their 
saintly insignia. But just obliterate the nimbus or 
the ring of glory over or sround the saint’s head, 
and he appears as ordinary a being as you could 
well imagin. The painter relies upon the trappings 
of divinity for all the effect he would produce upon 
the spectator. So with Jesus—the writers depend 
upon the marvelous, the impossible, for effect. 
And Jesus, once reduced to mere manhood, is no 
better than a sucked orange. That is the logic of 
the position taken up by the Unitarians and by 
others in the present day. Jesus is al? or nothing. 
Let them hav their choice. He is the impossible 
or the contemptible, like a pope without his infalli- 
bility or a priest minus his “reverence,” or a rose 
destitute of color and scent. They may strive while 
they may, but they must make Jesus everything or 
nothing at all.—J. Symes, in Melbourne Liberator. 


At the Annual Congress of French Freethinkers, 92 
delegates from the provinces were present. *.*.* Speak= 
ing of ‘‘forgotten’”’ Infidel authors, itis worth noting that 
the 1878 edition of the complete works of Voltaire has 
been sold out in France, aud of his work ** Charles XII,” 
the bookselling firm Reimwald alone has sold $83,500 
copies. * French Freethinkers contemplate erecting 
a memorial in honor of the late Maria Deraismes, who 
died February 6, 1894, * A new Freethought Soci- 
ety has been formed at Evreux, France. The Feder- 
ation du Nord et du Pas-de-Calais and Libre Pensee 
d'Illiers hav also joined the National Federation. 


—_ — 


The Ceniral Freethought Society of Venezuela has 
elected Odón de Buen honorary president °.°.. Za 
Nueva Era is getting to the front as an activ Free- 
thought journal in Guatemala. ." Mr. Ramon Verea, 
editor of our Spanish-American Freethought contem- 
porary, Ei Progreso, New York, has been meeting with 
a highly flattering reception from the Freethinkers of 
Guatemala. 
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betters of (Rriends. 


They Like Telling Pictures. 
SCANDU, Kan., July 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3, for 
which send me the ‘‘Pictorial Text-Book ” 
and THe TRUTH SEEKER for one year. 
J. M. WEISLOGEL, 


RoSENTHAL, TEx., July 7, 1895. 
Mr. Evrron: Inclosed please find $6.25. 
Send me Tue TRUTH SEEKER for one year, 
and the **Piotorial Text-Book," **Old Tes- 
tament Stories,” Bela ‘* Hand-Book,” 
and Ingersoll’s ‘‘ Bible.” Please send to 
Yours truly, J. B. Cooxsey. 


New Yor, July 8, 1895. 
Mr. Epor: Inelosed find $3 for a new 
subscriber. Please mail the paper and 
‘t Pictorial Text-Book" to Mr. William 
Miles, Jr. Mr. Miles would be pleased to 
hav the back-numbers of the Tar TavrH 
Seexer, beginning with Mr. Putnam's first 

English letter. Wa. BROADBELT. 


Sr. Jacos, ILo., July 7, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: For the $3 inclosed you 
will please send Tue TRUTH SEEKER to 
Dr. F. F. Berger. Dr. Berger is a new 
subscriber. Send him the paper for one 
year, and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book.” Yours for Freethought, 
C. J. MAURER. 


STEINMAN, OR., June 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5, for which 
you will please send me Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
for a year, and the ‘‘Freethiaker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book," with **Al] About the 
Holy Bible," ‘‘The Great Ingersoll Con- 
troversy,” ‘‘Liberty for Man, Woman, 
and Child," **Design Fallacies,” and small 

pamphlets named. Harry Duupas. 


Small Missionaries Ordered, 
GanrsBUnG, ILL., July 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprros: Please find inolosed $4, 

for which I wish you to send Tar TRUTH 

SrEKER and the ''Freethinker's Pictorial 
Text-Book,” and pamphlets as per order. 
And oblige, Wm. FAMULENER. 


Wants Direct Connection at Last. 

ALLEGHENY Orry, June 29, 1895. 
Mr, Eprron: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please send THE TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year. I hav been a reader of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER these many years, but hav always 
got it from the news agents. It is my light 
and guide, and I would be lost without it. 
Send ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 

Book.” A. R. WEYER. 


We Thank Secretary Herbert for This, 
PLEASANTON, Car, July 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eptror: I seein Tas Trure SEEKER 
of June 29th that Hilary A. Herbert says 
that Paine’s ‘f Age of Reason” has taken 
its place upon the shelf among the dusty 
volumes of forgotten literature. But be- 
lieving that Taz TRUTH SEEKER can dig up 
a few copies, I hasten to secure the same 
for some of my íriends, so please send a 
eopy to each of the twenty-four names 
inclosed, for which you will find here- 
with $3. Also please send ‘‘ Liberty 
for Man, Woman; and Child " and ** Vol- 
taire." My ‘Pictorial Text-Book " came 
all right, and I think it grand. 
FOURTH oF JULY. 


Takes Backbone to Stand Alone. 

CARLISLE, Ia., July 10, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I avail myself of the offer 
of Tug Trura SEEKER and ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought" for $6.50. I 
hav tried hard to get yousome subscribers, 
but it is a difficult matter to get the people 
to take the paper, as there are so many 
who fear the churches. I am the only man 
that fights the churches openly. I hav 
fought them for the last twenty years, and 
hav been boyeotted by all the church peo- 
ple, but I shall fight them as long as I liv. 
I think Tue TRUTH SEEKER the best 
eye-opener that I ever had the pleasure of 

reading. M. GuisiNGER, 


The Press Does Not Tell Its Readers. 
Syracuse, N. Y., July 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: In my article, finding 
Kansas citizens blamable for the imprison- 
ment of Mr. Harman, I did not mean to 
ignore the fact that the government in 
Washington was the power that made and 
keeps Mr. Harman a prisoner; but in 


looking back to the time and the people 
that made Kansas a ‘‘free state,” it 
seemed to me that instead of the state 
courts composed of the citizens of the 
state sitting down and quietly passing 
slong, noteven inquiring into or seemingly 
caring that its noblest citizen was behind 
prison bars, there ought to be men and 
women congregating in large numbers 
everywhere where there are court houses, 
besieging the officers of courts to find 
some way to set at liberty such a prisoner. 

Where are the Christians that believe 
their God opened prison doors, that they 
are not doing as the Christians of fifty 
years ago did, praying so loud and con- 
tinuously that other business is compelled 
to wait till this great wrong is in some 
way righted? 

How hard it is for one wornout and use- 
legs to sit still, unable even to get up peti- 
tions for the release of such a prisoner! 
Lucy N. Coruax. 


A Local Allegory. _ 
Park River, N. Dax,, June 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I had the following dream 
the other night: I thought I saw a big 
bill posted as follows: ** Free Lectures on 
Sunday next at the Methodist Episcopal 
church. Subject: ‘The Nose.’ By Rev. 
Smeller.” 

The nose is a natural thing, we all 
know; it is used for smelling. The bird- 
dog has the finest specimen of it; he can 
smell his game far off. Of course that is a 
natural instinct. The Methodist Episco- 
pal bull-dog works differently. He can 
smell only tea and high spirits; he barks, 
bites, and fights according to his nature. 
Then comes a somewhat strange-looking, 
long-eared, queer-hallooing creature, not 
even respecting the laws of nature, for he 
halloos day and night, and won’t let hu- 
man beings sleep; he also halloos Sunday, 
but he is excused for Sunday-hallooing 
on account of his nose; he cannot smell 
like the Rev. Smeller. The three of them 
together make a pretty good combination 
—one does the smelling, the other the 
barking and biting, and the third the 
hallooing. There ought to be an injunc- 
tion on them; if they were blind pigs, 
there would be, too; but they are not as 
valuable as pigs; hence they escape the 
prohibitory laws. JOHN MUNDIGEL, 
Chureh Monopoly of Publie Functions. 

Tiron, CAL., July 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I shall celebrate our na- 
tional holiday in a fitting manner by start- 
ing $4.25 for the plase where I think it 
will do the most good. Send books as per 
inclosed list and credit balance on my sub- 
scription. This is about the extent of my 
celebration this glorious Fourth. Tipton 
is observing the day to some extent, but 
the whole program is under. the auspices 
and control of the church, so Iam notin 
it. When I hav written you before from 
here this was godless place, but ’tis so 
no more. Last spring a female evangelist 
arrived, and she has hauled in all the 
suckers, which means most of this com- 
munity. Now our resident minister, who 
had been here about two years and had 
never saved a soul, brags about his con- 
verts and thinks he is running the town. 
He is not right, but near it—too near it. 
He is very brave (in the pulpit), and I hav 
been told that he has often assured his 
faithful flock that he stands ready to de- 
bate the subject of the infallibility of the 
Bible with any Infidel! He tackled me 
on the subject when he first came here. 
I listened to his little story for about 
twenty minutes, and then asked him to 
hear me for a moment, which he expressed 
a willingness to do, but before I had spok- 
en a dozen words he remembered that his 
breakfast was waiting for him, and left me. 
He said he would giv me another chance, 
but since that day he will scarcely speak 
when we meet. Oh, yes, he will debate 
when no opponent is near. 

A Mr. Castle, who has taught our school 
for the past two years, is an unbeliever. 
One convert, I am informed, has declared 
that Castle shall not teach the school any 
more unless he marches up and joins the 
church. But we hav a school board, nei- 
ther of whose members is a Christian, and 
what the church says will not govern their 
action in the matter. Yours, 

F. B. HAWKINS, 


A New Convert. 
Trenton, Mo., July 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I hay just received a copy 
of your paper, through the kindness of 
Mr. Hart, of Kirksville, Mo., and find it 
very interesting. To liberty-loving Amer- 
icans it is well worth the price. Of all the 
papers I hav had the privilege of reading, 
it is the best, and will be the first on my 
table, whon I am able to afford one. A 
few months ago I took a notion to a pro- 
fessional life, and cast about me to see 
where I should hav the least competition. 
As the number of those who are working 
for humanity is small, I hav chosen that 
field of labor. I read the Bible through, 
then ‘‘ Facts and Fancies About Ssience,” 
and ended an Infidel by reading Joseph 
Cook's lecture on ** Conscience." I never 
read an Infidel work until after I had be- 
come an Infidel myself. As soon as I can 
prepare myself I am going to leoture— 
hold revival meetings for the benefit of 
humanity. IT shali soon submit some es- 
says to be printed in the form of tracts— 
not comments on the Bible, which is & 
threadbare subject, but something of a 
scientific: nature ; also answering argu- 
ments of the preachers. Yours, 

Jas. W. Moonry, 

[Our young friend's resolve to enter the 
lecture field in the interests of humanity 
is a commendable one, but let him spend 
from three to five years in thoroughly 
reading up in rationalism and science. 
Let him become acquainted with the his- 
tory of Freethought, and know what oth- 
ers hav written before he writes much 
himself Then he won't put forth as orig- 
inal that which can be only a restutement 
of the arguments and conclusions of his 
predecessors,—Ep, T. 8.] 


Not Ashamed t» Stand Up for Jesus. 
LEAVENWORTH, KAN., July 10, 1895. 

Mr, Eprrog: You ask why I use the 
term ‘‘so-called Uhristianity.”” I hav 
fallen into the habit of using that expres- 
sion for the reason, I reckon, that it tan- 
talizes the Christians and provokes inves- 
tigation. Nothing makes a churchman so 
mad as to dub him a ‘‘so-called Chris- 
tian," or a ‘‘so-called follower of Jesus." 
The truth is, they follow Jesus a3 the old 
woman kept tavern. Like h—1! 

Jesus was an iconoclast and directed the 
most of his energies to the tearing down 
of the orthodox religion of his day. He 
always kept a barrel of the bitterest in- 
vectiv on tap to pour out upon ‘the 
church” and upon the heads of the sancti- 
fied pirates who run it. He ‘‘had it in” 
for the ‘* whole shootin’ match,” and never 
neglected an opportunity to uncork the 
vials of his wrath. 

Those who to-day are fighting the church, 
its creeds, its fetichism, its hypocrisy, and 
its diabolical intolerance, are the real fol- 
lowers of Jesus. He belongs to us fellows 
of the broad church of humanity and not 
to the form- and creed-worshiping idola- 
ters and bigots of the narrow church built 
by Paul and Constantine. Were he to 
come on earth and repeat his merciless ar- 
raignment of that organized fraud and 
humbug known as ‘‘the church," it would 
again crucify him, unless the Infidels 
rallied to his defense and beat the blood- 
hounds off, which they would be pretty 
apt to do. 

Thirty-one years ago I read, and hav 
since twice re-read, MRenan’s ‘‘Life of 
Jesus,” and I confess to a good deal of 
sympathy and admiration, if nothing 
worse, for that unfortunate victim of 
church malignity. (For I hav felt her 
claws 8 little myself.) 

I might as well make a clean breast of 
it, I suppose, and own up that ‘‘I love 
Jesus, yes, I do,” and Robert Ingersoll 
and Thomas Paine and all the other good 
Infidels who hay drawn the fire of Satan’s 
churchly hosts. If no one else in Tue 
Terura SEEKER family will ‘‘stand up for 
Jesus,” blessed if I don’t. 

S. R. SHEPHERD. 


[We are much more inclined to agree 
with Joseph Symes, of the Melbourne 
Liberator, in his estimate of Jesus, than 
we are with the estimate which Brother 
Shepherd puts on the same quite possibly 
mythical individual. As Mr. Symes says, 
** the boasted character of Jesus is all the 
invention of his worshipers." Mr. Shep- 
herd respects an ideal Jesus, not the Jesus 


of the gospels, We hate to think that our 
Leavenworth friend does not read every 
word in Tum Taurum SzEkER, but we do 
not see how he could talk about Jesus as 
he does if he had carefully perused the 
series of articles in examination of the 
Sermon on the Mount contributed to these 
columns some months ago by Mr. C. B, 
Cooper. That shows how very little there 
is upon which to base the extravagant 
claims made for the wisdom and character 
of the Nazarene by Renan and other sen- 
timentalists who hav allowed their precon- 
ceptions to dull their critical faculties, 
Renan was trained for the priesthood, 
which fact caused Friedrich Nietzsche to 
utter his famous epigram that he repre- 
sented ‘‘the loss of Reason through orig- 
inal sin.” Itis true that Jesus had a large 
reservoir of invectiv constantly on tap, 
but we do not see that that is particularly 
to his credit, while cool reasoning was am 
conspicuous by its absence as the abuse 
was by its presence. Asto Paul, he was 
indeed a bigot, and yet some of his utter- 
ances are far more broadly liberal than any 
attributed to Jesus. While he wanted the 
unbeliever cursed he strongly denounced 
Sabbatarianism and the sumptuary no- 
tions of the pious meddlers of his time. 
—Ep. T. 8.) 
The Shadow of Death. 
JELUIOO, TENN., June 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find 250., for 
which please send me one copy of Paine's 
**Age of Reason." Isend for this for a 
friend of mine. Although Iam down finan- 
cially, I will not cease to agitate for the 
cause of Freethought and liberty. 

Recently I had the sad misfortune to 
lose my loving wife. Words cannot de- 
scribe my affliction. She died as she had 
lived, a consistent Agnostic. When some 
of her Christian friends visited her at her 
death-bed they thought they saw an op- 
portunity to say something to her about 
the future prospects of her soul. She 
kindly said to them: **I am no hypocrit. 
I am not a Christian and not a believer in 
your Bible." 'That ended the matter. We 
had some very good friends among the 
church people, and I must say they 
showed every respsct due us. A Baptist 
minister addressed the people at the grave 
by my request. I had told him to speak 
of her 888 friend and neighbor, and not as 
a Christian, for neither of us was a believ- 
er in the creed, He did as requested, and 
made a very appropriate address. He 
spoke of the life we lived as good neigh- 
bors, a loving wife and kind husband, but 
did not refer to our unbelief. Of course I 
cannot say, ‘‘O Lord, thy will be done," 
for it seemed so cruel to take her away 
whom I loved so dearly. Yet I know I am 
helpless, and must, as others hav done, re- 
sign myself to the demand of Mother Na- 
ture. But oh, I feel the loss of her com- 
panionship, and mouru and sigh. If I 
raise my voice to heaven, it seems that it is 
only an appeal to vacuity. Yet there may 
be an all-powerful God ruling the uni- 
verse and directing the course of the stars. 
But if there is, I am unable to discover his 
love for man, for he remorselessly breaks 
the dearest ties that mortals know, and at 
the same time hides behind the mysteries 
of an unknown future all that is near and 
dear to us. 

The closing of the eyes in death may be 
the unfolding of the spirits wings to soar to 
worlds to us now unknown. It may be 
that we will then see what our mission has 
been on earth. But to say so is all specu- 
lation, and only a waste of words. Then 
Jet me cease to talk, let me close my mouth 
and cease to utter words with my tongue 
in the presence of death. Much as I may 
desire to know that she whom I loved is 
still alive and waiting for me in another 
world, my desire will not make it true. I 
wil hav io wait only till the summona 
comes to me; then I will know or will cease 
to know forever; then there will be a con- 
scious awakening or unconscious sleep 
forever. S. P. HERRON. 


Ct ristianity the Child of Older Faiths, 


JANESVILLE, Wis., June 30, m. M. 295. 

Mx. Eprror: I hav read with much in- 
terest Mr. George Macdonald’s comment, 
in his Observations, on my article of a fort- ` 
night previous. He does not seem to at- 
tach the same importance that I do to 


astro-theology asan explanation of modern 
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religious ideas, but I am inclined to think 
he would do so if he had given the matter 
as much serious consideration. 

His citing of Huxley’s opinion concern- 
ing the ** Diegesis" has no weight with me, 
as I do not consider Huxley competent to 
speak authoritativly upon the subject. We 
are too prone to forget that a man’s pre- 
eminence and profound learning in a spe- 
cial field of knowledge does not fit him to 
speak authoritativly concerning another 
and totally different branch of knowledge, 
with which he has but the slightest ac- 
quaintance. Much as I admire Huxley and 
revere his learning, and hear with regret 
tho news of his death, I cannot consider 
him compatent to criticise Taylor. He 
certainly lacked Taylor’s moral courage at 
the beginning of his career, and did not 
dare attack the cosmogony of Genesis, but 
directed his batteries against Milton’s 
great poem, trusting that folks would per- 
ceive that he was slily siming at the 
Bible. 

I cannot but feel resentment at any flip- 
pant disparagement of the ‘“Diegesis;” it is 
a marvelous work, and, considering the 
early day at which it was written, won- 
derfully correctand exact in its statements. 
OComparativ religion and mythology, an- 
thropology, and studies in folk lore were 
then in their infancy or not yet existent. 
Huxley in that day would probably hav 
remained silent, but Taylor, a brave and 
most profoundly learned man in this spe- 
eial field of knowledge, gave us his won- 
derful books. 

The disparagement and contempt, or, 
more often, the utter ignorance, of the av- 
erage conventional scholar concerning 
such subjects as astro-theology, phallicism, 
and serpent worship, is the natural result 
of the insidious and false educational in- 
fluences to which he has been subjected. 
The whole Christian world is leagued to- 
gether to seek to minimize and underrate 
the importance of such studies. Ooncern- 
ing astro-theology, the priestly class sus- 

. tain a significant, never-broken silence; 
yet no other class of men are so thor- 
oughly aware of its truth and import- 
ance. 

One thing is certain, if we are ever to 
understand the past, we must throw aside, 
once and for all, the theory that religion 
has its origin in lies and inventions. Hu- 
man nature has never been such a stick as 
to be so completely gulled as such a theory 
implies. Many men are conscious of this, 
and oling to the orthodox systems of faith 
simply because they believe there must be 
something in them, or they could not hav 
come into existenoe. 

We can assist them to the light and con- 
found the religionists by showing them 
what this something is, by revealing the 
true origin of these systems, and explain- 
ing their real meanings and their develop- 
ment in a way which can be comprehended 
by the common people. We must throw 
aside the idea that priests hav been a 
weak and silly class of men,or that they hav 
all been knaves and liars. Religious sys- 
tems are an evolutional growth, just as man 


is an evolutional growth, and were mold. | 


ed and fashioned into their present form 
through the action of well-defined laws. 

Ioan assure Mr. Macdonald that there 
is a deeper significance to sex worship than 
can be found in crosses, buns, and dough- 
nuts. The chief stumbling-block in the 
way of a correct understanding of these 
matters has been the fact that most writers 
were prone to make a hobby of a favorit 
subject, and to seek to find traces of it 
everywhere, to the exclusion of everything 
else. The picture they draw lacks per- 
pectiv, and ignores all surrounding con- 
ditions, relations, and modifications. Now, 
the truth is, astro-theology, phallicism, 
serpent worship, fire worship, Sabianism, 
and Scatalogic rites, are simply different 
phases of the same thing, and no just com- 
prehension of their real significance cau 
be obtained except by the comparativ 
method of study. "Taken separately, they 
are little more than a matter of curious 
interest for the antiquary, but studied 
comparatively they afford a world of new 
light as to the origin and development of 
our modern systems of religion. Such 
study immediately reveals the fact that 
Ohristianity is not something new and dif- 
ferent from what preeeded it, but is the 
legitimate and logical development of the 
religious past. 
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Even Liberals are, as a class, too much 
infected with the delusion that Christian- 
ity is something new and different from 
what preceded it, and that it sprang up in 
opposition to the older systems and over- 
threw them. Nothing could be further 
from the truth; essentially, it is the same 
as the older systems. 

Mr. Macdonald’s objection that the as- 
tronomical theory does not provide for the 
docirins and precepts is not well made. In 
the nature of the case, it does not and has 
no reason so to do. These are the results 
of social conditions. Just as no social or- 
ganization, be it ever so primitiv, can exist 
long without some sort of a written er un- 
written code of laws and customs, so no 
system of religion, be it based on astro- 
nomical phenomena or not, can long exist 
without forming some sort of a moral code, 
and by this we are enabled, to a greater 
or less extent, to comprehend its historic 
relations, to understand the conditions 
under which the system originated and de- 
veloped, and to settle approximately the 
time of its origin. 

Certainly, as Mr. Macdonald suggests, 
Do sane person would accuse the solar orb 
of preaching the Sermon on the Mount or 
dictating the Ten Commandments, regard- 
ing it, as we do at present, simply as the 
solar orb, and as something totally devoid 
of intelligence, or consciousness, or power 
of expression. But we must remember 
that the ancients did not so regard it, but, 
on the contrary, believed it to be a living 
and beneficent intelligence, who showered 
his good gifts and blessings on man, be- 
stowing life, light, and warmth, and the 
products of the harvest time on mankind, 
and who lived by eating the stars, for it 
was his round stomach full of them that 
men saw in the heavens. 

Conceiving the sun as such a being, 
it was but natural that he should also con- 
fer upon man the blessings of religious in- 
struction in some such form as the Sermon 
on the Mount, or the Ten Commandments, 
or the Levitical code. Right here it is 
that we see the subtle influence of the 
priesthood, seeking to claim such com- 
mands as the teachings of the sun-god as 
would redound to their own best interests 
and influence. 

Nothing can be more foolish or falla- 
cious than to assert that the sources of 
religious systems are to be found in the in- 
ventiv and lying faculties of priests. Such 
an hypothesis not only does not, but is 
utterly inadequate, to account for the 
facts. All modern research shows that a 
far greater and more adequate cause is 
necessary to explain the origin and devel- 
opment of religious systems; not but what 
priestly invention is an important element, 
which must be kept constantly in mind and 
taken into account, but always only as & 
minor factor, never as the controling or 
originating influence. Priestcraft simply 
labors to transform, as much as lies in its 
power, already existing material to suit 
its own purposes; it does not invent or 
originate the material it uses. 

The present is always and inevitably the 
child of the past, and no set of men, no 
matter how great their influence and au- 
thority, can any more avert or prevent the 
action of causes which involve religious 
systems and ideas than they can check or 
stop the growth and development of the 


.human species. The influences at work are 


too deeply rooted in the past. 

In Christianity, I am convinced, we hav 
a religion in which priestly power has done 
all that it could do in the line of deception, 
and yet what, and what only, could it and 
did it accomplish? The intrinsic and basic 
ideas and principles of the older systems 
on which it was founded it could not, and 
did not, change, but what it did was this: 
It took sun-worship out of the sky, and 
localized it in Palestine; it sought to tear 
away and destroy every ligament and asso- 
ciation that bound it to the past, and foist 
it on the world as a new revelation from 
on high. This they accomplished, and in 
doing so perpetrated a great wrong, for 
they changed that which was natural and 
besutiful and inspiring into that which was 
unnatural and hideous, yet in every other 
essential to-day Christianity is still the 
venerable religion of the sun, and we hay 
but to take Ohrist out of Palestine and 
put him back into the heavens where he 
belongs to perceive this. Throngh the 
study of astro-theology, phallicism, and 


their kindred themes we can explain to 
men why and how this is so, and free them 
from the fetters of superstition, and we can 
never do it in any other way. 

Mr. Macdonald says he does not believe 
that the inventors or adapters of Chris- 
tian theology knew enough about as- 
tronomy to adapt their yarns to it. They 
did not hav to; the yarns had already been 
in existence for ages, and the astronomic 
portions of their systems had always been 
the chief concern of the priesthoods. 
Without a profound knowledge of the 
movements of the heavenly bodies, they 
could not correctly conduct their religious 
festivals, The correctness of their calen- 
dar was a matter of the most serious im- 
portance to them. In Egypt, at the pres- 
ent day, we may see on every side vast 
temples, which hav been shitted on their 
bases, given a twist, so to speak, or often 
practically rebuilt, at a vast expense of la- 
bor, to correct their orientation, which 
the precession of the equinoxes rendered 
incorrect every 300 years. 

I believe that these priests, driven out of 
Egypt some 500 years ago, when the Turks 
rose into power in the Mohammedan 
world, were the founders of the system we 
now call Christianity. 

I hav no faith in the generally-accepted 
opinion that the system is 1,800 years old, 
and originated in the manner it is claimed 
to hav done, but believe, with Professors 
Johnson and Bellairs, that it is of compar- 
ativly modern origin. 

Morais M. Bosrwiox. 
ma 


Mortuary—Eola Kaple. 


** Died, on Monday, June 17th, at Jersey 
City, Mrs. Eola Griffin Kaple, aged forty- 
two years. Mrs. Kaple had been an in- 
valid for the past several years, and her 
mission to Jersey City was to seek a change 
of climate with a view of regaining her 
health. The remains were brought to 
Middlefield, New York, and the funeral 
services, which were wholly secular, took 
place under the shade of the maples in the 
Middlefield cemetery in the presence of a 


large concourse of friends and relativs. 


By a special agreement made some time 
ago, Orra L. Tipple delivered the address, 
and Mrs. Fred E. Page sang a hymn from 
the Cosmian Hymn-book. Mrs. Kaple was 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Agnes Grif- 
fin, of Middlefield. Besides her husband 
and parents she leaves two sisters, Mamie 
and Belle, and one brother, Curtis, to 
mourn her death. Mrs. Kaple was a lady 
of rare mental attainments; she was a 
pioneer in the progressiv thought of her 
time. She was conversant with all the lit- 
erature of the day; she was & careful aud 
conscientious student of nature, and her 
brain was a store-hous? of valuable infor- 
mation upon the history of the past and 
the current topics of the day. She was an 
accomplished musician, a loving and duti- 
ful wife, a good neighbor, and true to her 
friends. She will be missed by all who 
had the pleasure of her acquaintance. 
“Tis a long, last, and beautiful sleep, and 
under the seven-hued arch of hope let the 
dead rest.’” 


MRS. GLENDEEN SHEARMAN AIKIN. 


On June 19, 1895, at Corydon, Warren 
Co., Penn., departed into the unknown 
Mrs. Glendeen Shearman Aikin, in her 
thirty-ninth year. It is only a few short 
years since Mrs. Aikin, in the full bloom 
of asplendid physique, bid fair to liv to 
an advanced age, but that dread destroyer, 
consumption, which medical science as yet 
is unable to successfully combat, shortened 
her fleeting years to less than two score, 
death claiming her just as sbe was begin- 
ning fairly to realize the truer purposes of 
life. 

I hav made the remark a thousand times, 
and must still reiterate it, that if women 
would only withdraw their powerful influ- 
ence from the church, ten years would see 
it crumbling into fragments, and its final- 
ity within the next quarter of & century. 
If all women were like my relativ, such 
would soon be the fate of churches and 
creeds. 

‘Mrs, Aikin was one of those independ- 
ent, thinking, progressiv women who had 
no desire for Epworth Leagues, Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union societies, or 
Foreign Missionary assemblages. Her en- 
deavors and labors were confined to mak- 
ing her own home enjoyable; and if she 


encountered want or heard of it, she made 
haste right then and there to minister 
thereto in the most direct way, so that 
hunger was appeased from her own table, 
and nakedness covered from her own 
wardrobe, 

She was a friend of Taz TROTH SEEKER, 
an admirer of Ingersoll, and a reader of 
Helen Gardener’s works, and urged very 
strongly, and I think with success, that 
the ‘‘ Struthers Library," of Warren, Pa., 
Should put them on its shelvs. 

She had no fear of death—only regret 
that she must leave her husband, her 
daughter, and her son. She had pondered 
on the future, and although keenly realiz- 
ing its inevitable trend as to ** whence and 
whither," was perfectly resigned to accept 
its conditions whatever they might be, 

Daring her protracted illness she was 
kindly remembered by the resident Metho- 
dist clergyman, who, in the pursuit of his 
duties, felt called upon to visit her. She 
told him plainly and calmly she had no 
use for his creed, a8 her mind had long 
been made up as to death and futurity. 

Her spirited bearing, generous impulses, 
and laudable aspirations will long be re- 
membered by her sorrowing friends, and 
many the heartfelt regrets that her days 
were 80 few in the land of her nativity. 

B. Q. Morrison. 


ENEAS SOOTT. 

Eneas Scott, one of the oldest residents 
of Morgan county, Ill., died June 24, 1895, 
at his home four miles west of Franklin, 
Had he lived one more day he would 
hav fulfilled his eighty-second year. He 
was born June 25, 1813, at Barrington, 
Somersetshire, England, his parents, Jo- 
nas and Catharine Scott, being nativs of 
that shire. In 1817 the family emigrated 
to America, spending four weeks on the 
voyage, and landing at New York city on 
November 3. Thence they proceeded to 
New Jersey, and settled on a farm about 
fifteen miles from the metropolis, The 
parents were afterwards laid to rest in 
Newark cemetery, the father dying Feb.. 
28, 1848, and the mother July 6, 1856. The 
family comprised four children, viz., Ase- 
nath, Eneas, Charles, and Jonas, of whom 
Jonas, now of Jacksonville, Illinois, still 
survives. Eneas lived in New Jersey until 
he reached manhood, marrying before he 
left the state, and soon afterward moved 
to Springfield, Ill, where two children : 
were born, and where the wife, surviving 
buta short time, died. Only one of the 
children born of this marriage is now liv- 
ing. Eneas returned to New Jersey, and 
was married again, a little later removing 
to Cincinnati, O., where for ten years he 
was foreman in Greenwood's foundry, and 
from which city he removed a second time 
to Illinois, settling on the farm where he 
died. By the second marriage there were 
eight children born, five of whom survive 
the father, and the aged wife, who for 
fifty-fcur years has held to his hand with 
womanly devotion, is left to follow toward 
the unknown and silent future. Mr. Scott 
presented to the world, and impressed 
upon all about him, the ster!ing character- 
istics of constant and indefatigable 
worker (industry was to him a supreme 
virtue), an exact and prompt manager, 
and a fearless thinker. How much the 
young men of this generation owe to those 
industrious, tireless, sturdy pioneers who, 
years ago, when our Western country was 
& wilderness, came here and undertook 
the task—and succeeded in it too—of turn- 
ing that wilderness into a very garden of 
plenty and delight, can scarcely be meas- 
ured in words. On questions concerning 
the future, Mr. Scott was Agnostic, always 
a Freethinker, and for fifty years a reader 
of the Jnvestigator, and for many years, 
also, of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. He desired 
a secular funeral, and while all members“ 
of the family were not in sympathy with 
his Liberal views, yet all agreed to honor 
the father’s memory and justify his faith- 
fulness to his conception of what he be- 
lieved to be truth, by arranging for such 
a service. In accordance with that agree- 
ment, the writer officiated as speaker. The 
address was delivered at the house, begin- 
ning with the reading of Bryant’s noble 
poem, ‘‘ Thanatopsis,” and briefly calling 
attention to the animating purpose of the 
life just closed, its lessons, its usefulness, 
and the certainty that whatever the future 
may hold for such as he, as he himself ex- 
pressed it to his son, **all is well.” Mr. 
Scott was laid to rest in Diamond Hill 
cemetery, Jacksonville, Ill, the Masons 
performing the final ceremonies at the 
grave. Marre P, KREKEL, 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations || 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


Tommy’s Kindling. 


“Will my dear bring his mamma some kindling 
Right now ? for I’ve something to bake— 
Something good, and we'll hav it for dinner; 
It might be a big ginger cake." 


* "Es, I'll b'ing oo a load in my 'aggon," 
And away in a twinkling he sped; 

But the wagon was set for a horse power, 
So he started in search of his sled. 


But the calves in the orchard were racing, 
So, tying the sled to the bars, 

For an hour he made one in the frolic, 
And then with the baby played cars. 


Asleep he was carried from dinner, 
But the nap was a short one, and then 
Round & tortoise and toad in the garden 
He built a commodious pen; 


After that dug & well with the penknife 
His uncle had sent him from town; 
Then chased all the cats up the maples, 

And waited to see them come down. 


That evening, when twilight was falling, 
A sled clattered up to the door, 
And a wee, tired boy was unloading 
Five green little chips, and no more. 
—Mary T. Ferron. 


Science Lesson. 
INSECTS. 


The sunshine of the summer day brings 
myriads of insects into life. Those gifted 
with language utter all the sounds they 
can. The air is vocal with their hum and 
song. Life is afloat and abloom every. 
where. The meadow grass teems with ju- 
bilant life, while both forest and field are 
tremulous with the swish and sway of num- 
. berless notes of curious little forms of 
. breathing, eager, and earnest life. They 
are, these little creatures, so delicately 
and, withal, so wonderfully made, that it 
is worth anyone’s while to observe and 
study their nature and characteristics. 
We get the word insect direct from the 
Latin, and it means notched or out into, 
thus indicating the crogs-lines or sections, 
marking the body of the creature called 
an insect. The brain is small, but it is 
there, just the same, as in the head of an 
elephant or horse. Instead of a backbone, 
however, there is a sort of knotted cord 
which answers every purpose, from which, 
and from the brain, extend numerous 
white threads or nerves. There are no 
lungs, but in place of lungs are long air- 
pipes, by which air goes to every part of 
the body. They do not, however, breathe 
by the mouth, but by the nine small holes 
or spiracles along either side of the body. 
And some water-insects breathe by means 
of gills. They possess a tube-like heart, 
with partitions and valves. True, they hav 
no red blood to circulate in arteries and 
veins. Yet there is a colorless fluid that 
serves the same purpose as blood, moves 
through the body and mingles with nutri- 
tiv elements, receiving air from the air- 
pipes, which renders it all right to re- 
new, nourish, and sustain life. "There is 
no spontaneous generation among insects, 
but they come from eggs. And the un- 
erring instinct of mother-inseots causes 
them to lay their eggs near a plentiful sup- 
ply of food so their young can help them- 
selvs as Soon a8 they are born. 

There is no need of soaring to unknown 
hights in search of new subjects, while the 
common forms of life at our very feet are 
80 numerous and so little understood. 

The wonderful and the beautiful are all 
around us. We walk blindfold amid a 
world of beauty, a world of teeming, sen- 
tient life. Our feet tread on leaves of un- 
deciphered knowledge. Our eyes look, 
but see not the vast panorama of science 
before us, or we are blinded by the glori- 
ous visions of loveliness on either hand, 

Our ears are dulled to the music of the 
procession of organic life, and so we go 
groping on our way. 

We should turn to the contemplation of 
that which is all about us, and know that 
nothing is beneath our observation and 
investigation. 

As we learn of the swarming, seething 


life on every hand, its perfect adaptation to 
its environment, its attributes and quali- 
ties, its delicate adjustment, we shall think 
less of the I and more of its companions 
and relativs, each filling their part and do- 
ing their work in the great circle of throb- 
bing, moving, never-ending life. 
8. H. W. 
— übP-— 


Story of a Hundred Dollar Bill. 


A distinguished statesman forty years 
ago was on a visit to Baltimore, and he 
gave to a colored servant girl while there 
what he supposed to be at the time a 
one dollar bill. The girl went to a gro- 
cery store, and after making a few 
trifling purchases, gave the bill in pay- 
ment, under the supposition that it was a 
dollar. The proprietor of the store, a 
highly esteemed citizen of Baltimore, no- 
ticed with surprise that it was for a hun- 
dred dollars, and he supposed at once that 
the woman had stolen it, Ascertaining 
the delusion the girl was under, he in- 
formed her of the true character of the 
note, and told her he would detain it un- 
til the owner was found. He advertised 
the bill, and the statesman, in answer, 
called to say that the girl's story was true; 
and that as her honesty had been suspected 
she should keep the bill. He then de- 
parted to the scenes of his daily triumphs, 
and in the acquisition of a great fame per- 
haps forgot the incident. The grocery 
merchant retained the note, in expecta- 
tion of the girl returning, but she never 
called for it, itis supposed being fright- 
ened and fearing to be charged with its 
theft. Years rolled on and she married, 
bore children and died, and a few years 
ago a son applied to the merchant for the 
note and the interest, which now amount- 
ed to a large sum of money. This amount 
the custodians of the fund paid into one of 
our city courts, in order that the court 
should decide whether or not the claimant 
was entitled to it. The court sustained 
the claim, and the money was paid to the 
heir, and thus ends the true story of a 


hundred dollar bill. 
— er ————À 


About Cowards. 

Here is a little talk between a boy who 
is a great hunter for his age and a lady of 
his acquaintance, which shows that cow- 
ardice sometimes depends upon the way 
things are looked at. 

** A rabbit," said the young hunter, ‘‘is 
the most awful coward that there is in the 
world. My! How he does run from a 
hunter!" 

‘So you think the rabbit is a coward, 
eh?" 

“Why, of course.” 

‘Well, let us ‘suppose a little.’ Sup- 
pose you were about six or eight inches 
Aall?" 

** Well?" 

** And had good, strong, swift legs?" 

[1] Yes?” 

** And did’nt hav any gun, and a great, 
big fellow came after you, who did hav 
one. What would you do?” 

** What should I do? I should streak it 
like lightning." 

*Ithink you would, and I think, too, 
that you would hav your own ideas as to 


who was the coward." 
i 


Correspondence. 


Ler, N. Dax, July 8, 1895, 

Dear Miss Wrxon: It is such a long 
time since I wrote to you that I am afraid 
you hav forgotten me, but I will not wait 
so long between my next letters. Isn’t it 
funny about George Washington that he 
died in the last hour of the last day of the 
last week of the last month of the last year 
of the last century? 

I think that if there is a God he isa 
most cruel person. If he has almighty 
power why doesn’t he make people good, 
and not hav & hellor devil? Now, if some 
one is murdered, they often take the 
wrong man and hang him, and God lets 
them do it. ; 

My teacher in Jamestown was a Chris- 
tian, and gave us poetry tolearn. I will 
write a stanza of the poem she gave me: 
Heaven is not reached at a single bound, 
But we build the ladder by which we rise, 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 
And we mount to its summit round by 

round. 

Ag my letter is getting long I will olose. 
If any Freethinking boys or girls over 
twelve years and under seventeen. years 
will write to me I will answer, 

Your little Infidel, 
Neuiiz Q. Burks, 
Aged thirteen years, 


I inclose a piece of poetry which I com- 
posed. 
SUSIE’S LETTER. 


My dear, dear mamma, 
A letter here you'll find, 
And in it I am sure you’ll see 
Mistakes of every kind. 


I am going to write and tell you 
How Robbie and I play, 

But sometimes Rob gets angry, 
Then angry words he'll say. 


Dear mamma, I am lonesome, 
And always, when I roam 
Ont in the fields and meadows, 
I’m thinking most of home, 
Now, dear mamma, I’m tired, 
And Auntie's calling, too. 
So good-by, and answer soon 
To your loving little Sue, 


[It is always a pleasure to hear from a 
thoughtful and intelligent girl like Nellie. 
There is a little mistake about the time of 
the death of George Washington. He 
died on the 14th of December, 1799. His 
last words were, **It is well."—E». O. O.] 


Starved to Death 


in midst of plenty. Unfortunate, yet we hear of 
it. The Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed 
Milk is the best infant food. Infant Healthis a 
valuable pamphlet for mothers. Send your ad- 
dress to the New York Condensed Milk Co., N. Y, 


HOME AGAIN. 


After a delightful trip and healthful vacation 
Ihave returned home ready for business, and 
shall hereafter be found at the old store person- 
ally attending to all orders and work my many 
friends may favor me with. 

t will be my special endeavor *o please all and 
to conduct business in such a manner that it will 
be an object and to the interest of all to favor me 
with their kind orders. 

Ifin need ef a Diamond, Watch, anv piece of 
Jewelry, Silver or plated ware, Emblem or 
Watch work, please send to me and I will posi- 
tivly send you best goods at lowest prices. 


Price lists on applicatiou. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spoon; The Freethought Badge. 


HIGHEST QUALITY OF ALL, 


Columbia 
GF, Bicyeles 


THE STANDARD 
& FOR ALL ..... 


AVE you feasted your 
€yes upon the beauty 
and grace of the 1895 
Columbias? Have you 
tested and compared 
them with all others? 
Only by such testing can 
you know how fully the 


BRANCHES: 
BOSTON 
NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 

BAN FRANOISOO 

PROVIDENCE 

BUFFALO 


An Art 
Catalogue 

of these famous wheels 
and of Hartfords, $8 
$60, free at any Colum- 
bia Agency, or mailed 
Sor two 2-cent stamps. 


ard for the World. And 
the price is but 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


fLLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is’only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $t. 


Addre THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
i 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


H. WIXONS WORKS. 


Right Living, Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science. Oloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 

&80me and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 

tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 

“type, heaVy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to und e 8 

Micrusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 


Price, 10 cents. 
Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
9 
J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is Yt? A pamphletvon- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is & divine book of 

ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterances. 
Tice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 

the biblical story of man’s “crea 

aen theologically denominated “ the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. 


The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A das 

i f th tion that he was & divine 

person, and that | he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from & 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and whatitis. Price,5 cents. 

Address _ THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 Just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadyance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gus.orianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
uot areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


Bx J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 85 cents. Address TRE TRUTH ÜEERER, 
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THE TRUTH SERKER 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as " Eye-openers,” in doing “ Missionary 

ork,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
dnd all induiring persons, send for a ‘supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 

They range in price from one:to ten cents each. 
They are so.low in price that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 

An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H. Clay 


Astro-Thogloay. L.L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 
be but an Allegorical representation of 
the sun’s course through the different 
zodiacal signs................ eee een 5 
Aposties of Obrisb. Austin Holyoake... 


10 


The Bible God God Disproved by Nature. W. É. k 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll.......... 8 
‘the Bible: Ia it Reliable as B Guide? C. Watts. 2 
Blasphemy and the Bib eynolds..... 5 
The Book of Esther. d. peoimen, de What 
Passes as the Inspire a MIU of God..... 5 
Buddhist Nihilism, Prof. t. Max Gratien. 5 


Constantine the Great, "Portrayiu the Ini- 
uity of the First Ohristian Émperor. 
He Praston...iee eso eeeessuvvaa cr rrt 8 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional, 
This is the statute under which 
. Wise is now indictod for sending a 
yerse romina, the Bible through the mail.) 
Oruelty and Oredulity of the Human Race. 
Dr. Daniel Arter........... cece ces eee sees 2 
Qhristianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 2 
Christianity: Its Nature and anuones on 
Civilization. Charles Watts ............ 5 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts _ : 
The Ohristian Faith. 200 Questions Without 


A Dialogue between a 
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Christian Mysteries. 
Christian. Missionary aud a Chi 
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The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 65 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts. 2 
The Ohurch and Education. Anti-Jesuit,.... 6 
The Duro. and Freethought. Franklin 
einer AN 
Congress and Sunday Laws. hali the Mails 
be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 
of The Truth Seeker..............:.--- 3 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi- 
days. Putnam 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.. 
The Devil's; Due Pills, or Give the Devil His 
Due. JohnSyphers.. ...............-... 2 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den. D. M. Ben 2 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
Austin Holyoake...... 
Decadence of Christianity.. 
he Decline of Faith. J£ Remsburg " 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts... 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 
niverse? Austin Holyoake 
Doubts of thf els. Questions by a Weak but 
incere Ohristian. 5 
The Ethics of Religion, W.E Clifford, F.R.S. 5 
Evolution Teaches Neither Atheism nor Ma- 
terialism. HS Brigham M.D.... 8 
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The Fear of Death Bennett. 

Foundations. John By 
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The Gospel of Ohristianity and the Gospel of 
Freethought. AnnieBesaat .. 
Has Man s Soul? Charles Bradlaugh ses enses 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Austin . 
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Hereditary Transmission, Illustrations of Its 
occurrence. Prof. Louis plsbers... ees 8 
Is There & God? Charles Bradlaugh 
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Is America the New World? L.L Dawson.. 
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Is the Bible Indictable? Annie penant, 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsbürg. 
The J Ae and Their God. Isaac Paden.. 
Labor!'s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh..... 
Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh..... 
Large or Small Families?, A. Holyoake. 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Qantama Buddha. Paralleling that 
of Jesus Ohris 
Logic of Death: or. WE 
Fear to Die? . J. Holyoake 
The Logic of Life LA from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougnt. G. J. Holyoake.. 8 
Ludior us Aspects of Ohristianity. A. Hol-. 
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Liberty and Morality. Moncure D. Conway. 3 
The Liberty of Priuting. Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 3 
Literature of the Insane. . Marvin, M.D. 6 

“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 
. People are off in Hell.. 1 
Materialism and Orime. BF Underwood.. 5 
Moral Value of the Bible. Ohas. Watts........ 8 
Moody’s Sermonon Hell. A Oriticism of Re- 
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. Natural Religion vs. ‘Revealed Religion. An- 


New rie of b onah. Chas. Bradlaugh... 
MY Life of Moses. - Oharles Bradlaugh, 
The Now P pou J.L Stoddard. 
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Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh........ 5 
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Superstition Displayed. Wm. Pi 
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Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh 3 
Were Adam and Eve Our First Maii 
Oharles Bradlaugh...............- «ee 
What Did Jesus ‘Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh . 
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Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh 
Wnen Did Paul Live? Scholasticus. 
What is the Bible? A Review of Sunderland's 
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Wonders of Prayer. D M Bennett............ 1 
Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 
WasOhrist Crucified? Austin diorboweru . 10 
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BRAIN ~» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethon . Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt front 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


mphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
eae "Equality of Taxation, and & Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
& glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa 
Groups. 80, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
Somparisons being based upon official figures. 
This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the facts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. ‘Whe figures, ein 
derived from the Government Oensus of 1890, 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been com pen probably about ei nt 
years hence. The arguments are un&nswer& 
.nd hav the dew of morning ou them so Jong 
às the injustiss of church exemption is suffere 
40 5X18 
By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
Work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 
l'en copies. " E - E 
Fifty copies E E - 
pee hundred copies E ^ 
Larger quantities at special Tates. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startline 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer S Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide." 
` Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 
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By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. 
With The Truth Seeker for 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most]' 
"magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. ' 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. ) 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 
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HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 3 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it-possessed 3 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty À 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
‘Such was the case, however. 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 3X 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have, Hi 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact) 3 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and À 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages t 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred, 3 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 3k 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were, 3¢ 
sent out, and now wè know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by.the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. K 

As for the subject matter of Four Honprep YxAns or FREE- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development! 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches of the lives 
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COVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument, for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal justice to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


TAR TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


with DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES, 


new edition of that 8 pendia prose Roem 
wh pe ” by “the prince of orators 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better due the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the ded by tho. of the Colonel and the baby, 
,urrounde by the proge poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, ** one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who, now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It wil 
make & htful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, 
Boveled edge. The size is 19x16 inches, and he 
price only ?5 cents, post-paid. 


Address 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Chrisianity, 
Never Before or Eiewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forth. 
By REV, ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
?2Lafavette place. New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE XOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these peauti: ‘ongs of 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and »' herp oets 
and sing them in your homes, makiag nem ha 
py and right f- END FOR A OOPY teen cloth, 

elit title, 40 cents: half bound, $5 3 iis. 
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on the famous text, ' The Clergy know that I 


Jet for Parsons. |Some Cod Pamphlets at Low Prices. | reise, EES SCE Teren peara 


INGANDESOENTS are a comparativly mod- 
ern invention, but ark lights were in use 
at the time of the flood.— Westboro Tri- 
bune. 


Luru, who has been very ill and 
suddenly awakens: ‘‘Am I in heaven 
mamma?” Mother: ‘‘No, dear, we are 
still with you."— Tammany Times. 


“I HEAR that your congregation intends 
to pray for rain." said a man to a member 
of the Quohosh Methodist church. **Well," 
was the reply, **we hay decided to wait 
twenty-four hours more before proceeding 
to extreme measureg."— Life. 


“WELL, Jimmie, how much did you put 
in the Sunday- school box to-day?" ‘‘ Ten 
cents,” said Jimmie, ‘*It was good busi- 
ness, too. Teacher gave me a card for 
being the most generous boy in the class, 
and I swapped it off for a postage stamp 
worth fifteen cents with Billie Wilkins.”— 
Harper's Bazaar. 


Minister, making parochial call, inter- 
views our youngest, seated on his knee: 
** Well, my little man, do you go to Sun- 
day-school?" . **No, sir, but I say my 
prayers." ‘‘Ah, indeed? That’s good. 
Whom do you pray to?” “I don't 
'member the gentleman's name, but he 
livs 'hind the moon."—Judge. 


Tur Visitor: **I gather that the Baptists 
and Methodists are not on the best of 
terms here," The Native: ‘‘ You bet they 
ain't, You see, mister, doorin’ the dry 
spell the Baptists allowed they would giv & 
picnic to break the drouth. As soon as 
the Methodists heard of that, they begun 


prayin’ for rain, an’ when it rained on the. 


day of the picnic they tuk and claimed all 
the credit." — Cincinnati Tribune. 


GooD nap: '*Now, little boy, who 
made you?” First kinky-headed boy, with 
a charming, toothy smile: **Dunno'm." 
Lady: ‘*God made you, child.” First 
boy: ‘*Yes’m.” Lady, to second boy: 
“Who was the meekest man?" Second 
boy: *Donno'm." Lady: ‘‘ Why, Moses! 
Moses was the meekest man. You must 
really try to remember, Moses, for I shall 
ask you again.” Second boy: ''Yes'm." 
Lady, to third boy: ‘‘ Who was the strong- 
est man?" Third boy: ** Dunno’m.” Lady: 
‘© Why, I told you last Sunday! Samson! 
Samson!" Third boy: *'Yes'm." Lady, 
recapitulating: ** Now, tell me who made 
you?" Second boy: ‘“‘ Moses.” Lady, in 
despair: ‘‘Oh, no! no!" Second boy: 
** Yes'm; Moses did make me. Dat ar boy 
what Gord made, he has gone to git er 
drink."— Puck. 


THE WORLD-REFORMER AND HIS WIFE. 


Said Farmer John to Joiner Ned: 
** Come put a back door on my shed." 


Says Joiner Ned to Farmer John: 
“I cannot put your back door on. 
The guild I’m interested in 

For the abolishment of sin 

Meets at my house this very day, 
And so I cannot get away." 


** Well, after you've abolished sin 
Come down to-morrow and begin; 
I want that back door in my shed," 
Said Farmer John to Joiner Ned. 


** To-morrow, neither, can 1 come, 
The Friends of the Millennium 
Meet at the house of Deacon Kent, 
And I am first vice-president.” 


** Well, then, next Wednesday, without 
doubt, 

When your millennium's started out. 

Just let it take its course and spread; 

And put that back door on my shed." 


**T read an essay Wednesday, John, 
Before the Culture Club, upon 

* The Easiest Method to Restore 

Our Long-Lost Eden Here Once More; 
To foster peace, abolish war, 

And render virtue popular." 


** Well, get your Eden here all right 
By sundown, prompt, next Wednesday 


night; : 
And then, next Thursday morning, Ned, 
Come put that back door on my shed." 


** The Anti-Hunger Club convenes 

Next Thursday, down to Hiram Green's, 
And I hav promised to orate 

On how to crush and extirpate 

Man's tendency for fish and meat, 

His grovelling desire to eat.” 


** But won't you come down, by and by, 

We'll say two years from next July? 

Youll hav your various schemes put 
through, 

You’ll bay the universe built new; 

Come down, then, with your tool-kit, Ned, 

And put that back door on my shed.” 


“I think,” says Ned, ‘‘I’ll take that 
chance 
If you will pay me in advance; 
For my wife says that we’ve no meat 
And no fiour in the house to eat; 
This cash may save domestic strife 
And kind of pacify my wife.” 
. —Sam Walter Foss, 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
generally H 


C Luse. 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE, Showing that 


! PULPIT 


Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


. ford, M.D, 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n’s 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliantlectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, '* What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 
induced to read this book, if hehas to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is & Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 

« fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 

A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
: ofthe New Testament. One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. Take away man 
m you take away God—the image vanishes.” 

is 


amphlet, therefore, is a consideration 
of what find 'o 


f & God man should make.! 
Samuel P. Putn 


am. d 
ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Oolonel! 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- | 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, ( 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Inspiration, Tbe Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, ‘No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


ROBABLE. L. R., Smitb. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 


of Hon, Freperiox Douanass and CoL. Ror- 

ERT G. INGERSOLL ou the Decision of the 

United States Court vhat the Civil Rights Act 

is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three largeoctavo 

pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 

occupies 88 WO 

PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to & devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless agaiost him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn's best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock's comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T C 
Widd:combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Sexeneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT, Showing that Convents 


are inimical to PERO virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers, 

THÜMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th aud 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bsing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 

f- of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth*, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. . 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer's consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. S 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's allezed acts whith would lead one 
to that conclusion. U K Wash"*urn. 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
T^e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnaum's many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
andthe Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hove. Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, ana tne short pormso often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 


Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr ss at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
Upon Her, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman’s Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. Bus 


an H. Wixon 
WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tbe Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for & dollar. 
Address THR TRUTH REEKER. CO.. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORTES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 


It. will 
Corner 
the 
Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


£0) nes. 200 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, | 

Isaac and His * Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, . 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Bisera, 

General Gideon, 
Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 
Dnetoble as Water, God Shall N 

nstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel 
David, God's Favorite, : 
Some Stories from tho Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city, 


In the nature of things, 


BAYS 


` ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
‘In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


“ Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire ” and “ Lincoln," and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Evaand Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxazssoLr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- . 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inaxrsoxt, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey frow 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, Paper. 25 cents; cloth, 75 conta, 
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Gems of Shought. 


Tue consolation of life is to say out what 
one thinks.— Voltaire. 


Hz that tilleth his land shall hav plenty 
of bread; but he that followeth after vain 
persons shall hav poverty enough.— Qal- 
veston News, 


Wao shall subjugate the spirit to the 
prison-walls of a sect? Cut off wings and 
feet and lie a useless body under lock and 
key of authority ?— Horace L, Traubel. 


Lostne the simple customs of our an- 
cestors, we multiply laws and magistrates; 
confessing our corruption by the very 
remedies we employ for its correction.— 
Phocian, j 


IaNonANOR and fear generate and nour- 
ish superstition. By how much the more 
anyone's mind is weak and unenlightened, 
by so much the stronger will superstitious 
influence be found to hav on it.—J. L, 
Mosheim. 


Morar feeling is a force—a force by 
which men’s actions are to be restrained 
within certain bounds, and no legislativ 
mechanism can really increase its results, 
By how much this force is deficient, by so 
much must its work remain undone.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


Txovauts that great hearts once broke 
for, we : 

Breathe cheaply in the common air; 

'The dust we trample heedlessly 

Throbbed once in saints and heroes rare, 

Who perished, opening for their race 

New pathways to the commonplace, 

—JLowell. 


I am the means; they do degrade me most 
Who make of me the end of life's desire; 
I do interpret beauty, but am not 

That beauty's self; I ever bend to hear 
Divine imagination's high commands, 
Obeying that which is immutable. 

They serve me best whose gaze transcends 


my law, 

And know me least who wear me as a gyve. 
I am the living God of little men— 

The tool of great men I. 


—Francis Howard Williams. 


t: Porrri08," he [Maxime Du Camp] once 
remarked, ‘‘givs back its adepts exhausted, 
humiliated, and despairing, when there is 
no further use for them.” 
Guizot has said, is a repulsiv and wicked 
evil. To play at politics skilfully, it is 
necessary to get rid of every conviction, 
for conviction is by its nature an impeding 
luggage, which makes marching difficult, 
and may prevent the exercise of political 
acrobatics and wire-dancing. — francis 
Xavier Kraus, 


SUPERFICIAL thinkers confuse the idea of 
order with that of design. That there is 
order in Nature, no one will deny, but or- 
der does not necessarily imply design. 
Order will always be observed where more 
than one thing exists; indeed, more than 
one thing cannot exist without it. The 
state of relativity between different exist- 
ences is & necessary one. That order in 
some existences is designed, as in the 
mechanism of & watch or an engin, will be 
admitted, but that design is necessarily 
back of all order, is certainly untrue.— 
Independent Pulpit. 


Surposr the medical society should re- 
fuse to giv us an anodyne or set & broken 
limb, until we had signed our belief in a 
certain number of propositions, of which, 
we will say, this is the first: ** (1) All men's 
teeth are naturally in & state of total de- 
cay, and therefore no man can bite until 
every one of them is extracted and a new 


get inserted, according to the principles of |. 


dentistry adopted by this Society.” Of 
course, those doctors would hav a right to 
‘say we shan’t hav any rhubarb if we don’t 
sign these articles. . . . but theu to 
:agk a fellow not to discuss their proposi- 
tions before he signs them is what I should 
all boiling it down & little too strong.— 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


VornTrAIRE began to think, to doubt, to 
inquire. 
church, of the creed. He found that the 
religion of his time rested on the inspira- 
tion of the scriptures—the infallibility of 
the church —the dreams of insane hermits 
—the absurdities of the Fathers—the mis- 


Catarrh Cannot Be Cured 


with LOCAL APPLICATIONS. as they cannot 
reach the seat of the disease. Oatarrh i: a blood 
or constitutional disease, and in order to cure it 
you must take internal remedies. Hall's Catarrh 
Cure is taken internally, and acts directly on the 
blood and mucous surfaces. Hall's Catarrh Cure 
is not a quack medicine. It was prescribed by 
one of the best physicians in this country for 
years, and is a regular prescription. It is com- 
posed of the best tonics known, combined with 
the best blood purifiers, acting directly on the 
mucous surfaces. The perfeot combination of 
the two ingredients is what produces such won- 
ea rahe Neva in curing Catarrh. Send for testi- 
monials, free. 
F.J. OHENEY & CO., Props., Toledo, O. 
W^ Sold by Druggists, 750. > 


Politicos, as | 


He studied the history of the | 


takes and falsehoods of saints—the hys- 
teria of nuns—the eunning of priests and 
the stupidity of the people. He found 
that the Emperor Constantine, who lifted 
Christianity into power, murdered his wife 
Fausta and his eldest son Crispus, the 
same year that he convened the Council 
of Nice, to decide whether Christ was a 
man or the son of God. The Council de- 
cided, in the year 325, that Christ was con- 
substantial with the Father. He found 
that the church was indebted to a husband 
who assassinated his wife, a father who 
murdered his son; for settling the vexed 
question of the divinity of the savior.— 
Ingersoll. 


l'ersus 
OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, 10 Cents. For sale at this Office. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rev. G.T Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, ^ Address this office. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


Science Religion, 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...................-- 80 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
dener,........-.- eene EE 
The Age ob Reason. Thomas Paine. lllus- : 
rated......... POTRET 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- a 
pn me MEINEM T cdecsecces 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck... 20 
ictor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire...... 10 
TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrated..... 4t 
Sabbath Breaking. John E.Hemsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
.Bon. Robert O. Adams.................. 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- 5 
eT EE RA aoao terios ourdre eai 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. "T. E. Longshore.,............... 50 
Issuzs oF 1892.— $3. 

Infidel Desth-Beds. G. W. Eoote............- 25 
Rights at Man. Thomas Paine. Llustra- do 
ed........ EU UCM UEM 
Was OhristCrucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 10 

25 

50 

l'oltaire . 25 

y Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- , 

COCK ep UEM pisss 5 
Liberty in Literature. . Testimonial to 

alt iman,with Fu 

By Col. Robert G. Ingerso 2 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. 

Proetor........ WASAERAR EF SE qeu eed ap uS ME 15 
Oandle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 

Hart ....... utet ess ses acsi sie (teo ss e 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged.....................- 30 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 

Remsburg................ eecsceces p 10 

Issues or 1893.— $8. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingersoll;........ m" MOPEMES 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

manm... pe pesiesdises coarse es eee 50 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ............. PNEU 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.............-..-.- 40 
Handbook of Freethonght. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion & Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

Tux TRUTH SEEKER............. eue 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

John E. Remsburg........... ("— 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Ilus- 

trated. Putnam.............eeeeee 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine......... Lee Ris 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure &nd Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 

RBillr..neilllee Vincis asessori sves | «60 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein............ 10 
Bible Inquirer. A,Jacobson................ 25 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 

Newhall Convent........................ 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Busan 

H. Wixon..... Sirei EAN BA NAE CREER 

IssuEkS or 1894.—$3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Helf-Oontradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 

from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should 
— 15 
nee weencccsecccce 5 

y Vorld. A dip into the future 

of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- 

Wick ..... IDEE fUmsee 50 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 30 
Religion and the Bible. An old subject in 

the light of modera thought. F.D 

Cummings.................. ERTE NT t0 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

.  lliustrated by A. Carey E. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and prose: Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 

. Q: Reed................. Deucensthise oe 15 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 

wa the Christ Principle, etc. s 

1Hig.-.(eececcexetaseleieos eere peres 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 


as they appear. | FART 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Ringle numbers so:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
The Glory of Infidelity 
WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 

This ig one of the best of Mr. Putnam's works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. to meet the claims of Ohristians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a Copy, 12 copies for $1. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


—THE— 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE: CHURCH’S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHUROH AND 


STATE. 
18 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS | 


TU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. . 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


3 p : 

6 bd Sabbath Laws. 

14 * — Qhildren and the Church. 

19 t" Woman and the Church. | 

6 " The Chureh and Thomas Paine. 
4 xA Studies in Natural History. 

8 im The Bible and Science, 

15 " The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 ne Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 es The Atonement Scheme. 

4 ^ The Lord and His Works. 

2 Prayer. 

10 * ‘The Creeds. 

1 * Christians and Mohammedans. 


@ represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
Missionaries, 
The Lord’s Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
he Church and Slavery. 
lests and Politics. 
reland and the Church. |. 
Chaurch’s idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


e 
Miscellaneous. 


2$9225522? 22228 


WTO a Qe rà ND MEA 


A most extraordinary publication: We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 


fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pube 
i h Seeker Company the credit of putting 


lished. We must give the Trut 


At twice the price ıt world have been & cheap book. 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from 


dit oF pu: the book E the reach 2 all 
Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of Hen and truth. But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of :his volume. 


ater ms Recre first as explanations md the illustrations, and secondl 
ity of the church’s professions and the ocrisy o; 2 
7 Ttianity and the church that has ever been put *n the 


ook is one of tne best weapons against Chr 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


here are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 


as texts to prove the utter 
d them. 


ose who uphol Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SERRE. 


NO “BEGINNING;’’ 
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The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
* Creation" or “ First Cause" of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
it from so many-different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.” —THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 

P&ICE, $1; POSTPAID. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethieal Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OowvernkD BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and & half m:les of Media county seat 
and Within four mies of Chester, va., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water 
good timber growing on the p‘ace, some nhoice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting cond tion. House 
and barn on the piace. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad sation, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line bstween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 


Walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern hoase on it. bight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per aere. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
Gent. Samples free. 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5808, Boston, Maas. 


and expenses, Lady or 


OD 04 020-060-0000 000 


6 AN: EXTRAORDINARY | OFFER !! 
/ 


e want 1000 more active agents before 
July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
ean be easily made in any locality; our goods 


for full particulars, or we will send wit. 
same a Valuable sample of our goods in 
Bond rer upon receipt qt 20 fonts, i m 
silver ors s. Established in 1882, Ad- 
è dress," STANDARD SILVERWARE 
CO., Boston, Mass. d 
OD 026-0 0 9.09.99. 000086 
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Address, pp, R, P, FELLOWS,” . 
Bay where you saw this adver, s— Vineland, N. Je 
NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
F MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an cutgrowth of this long spr actice, which should 
give confidence to those afilicted. 
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ANOTHER DEVIL CAST OUT. 


As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil.—Mat ix, 32 


JY ows of the (Uso. 


Tue Pope hasordered three days’ prayer 
for the conversion of England to Catholi- 
cism. 

Sparn has agreed to pay soon the $1,- 
500,000 Mora claim due the United States 
government. 


Tue Banque de Peuple of Montreal has 
suspended payments for the present and 
great excitement prevails. 


SENATOR Brick is said to be at the head 
in a movement to parallel the Cincinnati, 
Hamilton & Dayton railway system. 


Tug Nations] Window-Glass Workers 
hav fixed the entrance fee to their union 
at $500, and without membership in that 
union menu of that trade cannot work, with 
the consent of the union. 


Tue defeat of the Liberal party in the 
recent election was almost a rout. Among 
those defeated was John Morley. On the 
other hand, Sir Charles Dilke was elected 
with scarcely any opposition. 


Tur elm-trees in the East are being de- 
siroyed by the ravages of insects, the 
moths’ natural enemies, the birds, having 
been slaughtered by the ''sportemen," and 
the park officials neglecting their duties. 


Tax mayor, aldermen, and other officials 
of Ansonia, Conn., planned to hav a group 
photograph taken on Sunday. The Law 
and Order League threatens to arrest any 
photographer who opens his slides on that 
day. 

By the collision of the steamers Ortigia 
and Maria P. near the mouth of the Gulf 
of Spezzia on July 21st, the latter was 
stove and sank at once, drowning 148 pas- 
sengers, mostly emigrants for the River 
Plata. 

Tus Chicago Times-Herald offers prizes 
amounting to $5,000 in a horseless carriage 
contest to be run on Noy. 2d between 
Chicago and Milwaukee. The third and 
fourth prizes, $1,000 and $500, will be 
open to the world, 


On July 16th an eight-days’ debate on 
the currency question opened in the as- 
sembly room of the Illinois Olub, Chicago. 
The disputants were Hon. R. G. Horr, of 
Michigan, and W. H. Harvey, author of 
** (Join's Financial School.” 


Tue Japanese troops in Formosa hav 
lately suffered some reverses at the hands 
of the Black Flags, the bandit Chinese 
forces who are trying to hold the Island 
despite its session to Japan by the terms 
of the treaty of Shimeoeski. 


Tur Fairmount Park Commissioners 
(Philadelphia) hav now joined the appall- 
ingly lengthy list of official donkeys. 
They hav decided that promiscuous music 
is entirely out of place on Sunday and 
that hereafter at the concerts in the Park 
only ‘‘sacred music” can be played. At 
the Coney Island ‘‘ sacred concerts” one’s 


reverential emotions are stirred to solemn. 


enthusiasm by such ‘‘long meter” hymns 
ag “You Can't Play in My Yard," and 
+ Jane, Jane, She Isn't Just the Same," 


Mrs, LELAND STANFORD offered the 
proceeds to accrue from the sale of 1,000 
gallons of brandy from her ranch for the 
benefit of the Leland Stanford, Jr., Uni- 
versity. It was to be used for medicinal 
purposes. The offer has raised a storm of 
protest from the ministers and many of the 
temperance people, 


REUBEN F. Kors, twice the candidate of 
the Populists for governor of Alabama, 
announces that he will not again be a can- 
didate. He has opened a bureau to bring 
Western and Southern emigrants to Ala- 
bama. He is now opposed to further fu- 
sion with the Republicans, and this subject 
is likely to make a split in the party in 
Alabama, 


BALLARD SMITE, the London correspond- 
ent of the New York World, referring to 
the defeat of the Liberal party in the par- 
liamentary election, speaks of John Mor- 
ley, the Freethinker, as **the purest, most 
single-minded of patriots, and perhaps the 
only member of the late government 
who was sincerely devoted to the cause of 
Home Rule in Ireland.” 


Tu is the way in which the Catholic 
Union and Times praises the Freethinker, 
John Morley: ‘‘The British Liberals hav 
at least one honest and fearless friend of 
Ireland in the person of John Morley. 
His recent denunciation of his late col- 
leagues for the shameless manner in which 
they had betrayed the cause of Ireland is 
not likely to be forgotten.” 


Hoxz Srrz, Secretary of the Interior, 
rules that government employeesat Helena, 
Mont., who put in claims for pay for work 
done on Sunday, cannot get anything. 
He says that Sunday is not a day for la- 
bor, and that he is not authorized to pay 
for work done on that day. Does Secre- 
tary Smith compel his cook and hostler to 
work for nothing on Sunday? 


'The Cuban fight is in the same state of 
uncertainty as last week. The Spanish re- 
port victories on their side, and the in- 
surgents on theirs, and real facts are 
almost impossible to obtain. The United 
States government is trying to rigorously 
enforce the neutrality laws, but with in- 
different success, to the delight of most 
citizens of the country who are familiar 
with the methods of Spanish rule, On 
July 21st the cutter McLean seized, near 
Key West, Fla., the tug George W. Childs, 
Ps me charge of carrying filibusterers to 

uba. 


AT the silver conference in Chicago it 
was found that there was more or less dif- 
ference in regard to methods between the 
Western and Southern delegates, the latter 
wishing to conduct the fight within the 
Democratic party, and the former insist- 
ing on non-partisan organization. A com- 
promise resolution was adopted, and the 
National Silver League will issue an ad- 
dress to the people. Gen. A. J. Warner, 
president of the Bimetallic League, pro- 
tested against any line of work that at- 
tempted to carry on the agitation without 
being allied to the League, which, he said, 
had hitherto done all the educational 


work, 


On Jaly 15th ex-Prime Minister Stam- 
buloff, of Bulgaria, was assassinated by 
four men who attacked him in the street, 
He was shot and stabbed, receiving more 
than twenty wounds. In raising his hands 
to guard his head, his wrists were nearly 
severed, and both hands had to be ampu- 
tated. He died after four days. It is 
generally thought the police connived at 
the murder and that there may be inter- 
national intrigue behind it. He was bit- 
terly hated by Russia and the Russian 
party in his owncountry. Mr. Stambuloff 
was popularly known as '*'The Bismarck 
of Bulgaria,” 


Tur Japanese hav learned how to handle 
cholera, as appears from the statements of 
Dr. Eldridge, of Yokohama, who says of 
the cholera invasions this year: ‘‘Up to 
June 14th there hav been 1,382 cases in 
Japau itself, representing, probably, the 
invasion of at least a hundred different 
localities, and yet, with the exception of 
certain of the military ports at which the 
imported cases were first received, and 
where it has been most successfully handled 
and restricted, the disease has, in every 
instance, been stamped out with the occur- 
rence of the first or, at most, first half dozen 
cases.” 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“Intercourse Between the Soui and Body." 
By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 6 cents. 
Injerestin books by same author: 
L1 our 


our Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp«...... .75 
" Divine Love and Wisdom,” 248 pp...... .75 
“ Divine Providence,” 308 pp.,............. Rid 
“Conjugal Lov-," 472 pp. ....... eee $1.00 


“True Christian Religion,” 982 pp......... 1.50 

* Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1,2, 8, 4 each, $1 

Send for Descriptive Catalogne to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


DESIGN FALLACIES. 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. if There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egre iously Blow, 
They Are Egreziously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Oalled Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VL Astronomv and Design. 
VIL The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price, 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Address 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y 
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RIGHT LIVING., 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid ring from a rational view point those 


fair homanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THF TRUTH REEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SER ESI, 


Something a 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 
THE 


BETTER WORLD 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTH WICK. 
ForIdiptinto the future, far as human eyecou!d 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at Jong th on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Obristian religion. id 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents In paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in pa BD peente in cloth 


Address T. H SEEKER CO. 
AN 
ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its 


Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 5 cents. THE TRUTH SEERER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


Pen Pictures of the World's Fair. 


By S. P. Putnam. 

It is, besides being a complete Guide- 
Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It de- 
scribes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts 
to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the va- 
rious buildings and what they contain, and 
is. all in all, the very best picture of the 
Fair that can be painted with a pen, 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling 
the visitor to make his way around, and 
the stay-at-home to see where he went, 


A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, 
enabling one to comprehend at a glance 
the magnitude of the Exposition, the 
greatest ever known tothe present time. 


Single copy. 95 cents Five copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTE BEEEER, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can doa great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 


three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy. 


of the FaegTHINKER'S Proronian, Tzxv-Booz, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prororiat Tzxr-Boox. ] 


The pictures in the FBREETHINKER’S PioTORIAL 
"'xr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Hzsrox 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Unele Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—FIvE DOL- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLABS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- - 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all, At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genins to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 3 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


` 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 

; Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprtoz Tgurs Seeker: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed ‘corner 
thé parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 

Respectfully, W. F. Barras. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 
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For $6.50 we wil send Tur Trurs Srzxer one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 

' nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 
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For $5 we willsend Taz Truru SesKER one year ($3) and “Paine’s . 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tax TaurH Szzkxn one year ($3) and * The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Tsuru Szzrer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over& thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TaurH Szexer one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tur Trura Sezer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Tue Trurs Szxzer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 


HOW 
TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPE. CIA L aiu us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 


12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF 


OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND #FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


TTS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tax Trurs Szzxer one year ($3) and ** Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


The Freethinker's Badge-ji 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION, 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8.5. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 

„Laing. "5cents, 

Formation ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 

tion of Worms, with observations on their 
. habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. : 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. | i 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. 
Sally. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 

ock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geoiogical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pest, of some Familiar Things. By W.M 

illiams, F.O.S. Two books in one volume 
.To cents.  . : 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numerous notes 
and illustrations, and an index. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volumes. Over 700 
pages printedin large typ». Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By GEORGE J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Ezposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion OA DE the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. | Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation ın a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place haa taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy Godr ted. Price, cloth, $2. 

» € > 
rat adress. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 

IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 


Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M, 
Price, LO cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents, 


By James 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS t 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 

Part IIL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteer 
chapters. 

Part U.—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. i 

Part V nes Came the Aryans? Five chap 

ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.90. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEEER 
COMPANY. ?8 Lafavette Place. New York Citv 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. ‘The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natures A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. | 
Fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 81. 


Physical Edneation; or, The Health-Laws j 
is) 


Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 

Disorders of the Human Organism., Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 

the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 

trated by H. Faber. Cloth 2 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
corament. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 

_ Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

! Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 


pere could not write, ete. Price, 20 cents, 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second ; 


- edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine ag 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


All are architects of fate : 
Working in these walls of time. 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES oF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - - 15 cents. 


Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Hredenker-Biicher. 


Wir haben folgende SBüdjer in 
deutfdjer Sprache, weldje febr berühmt find: 


s» Die Srrtfümer Mofes,” 
Eine Pritifche Beleuchtung bes Pentatench tm 
Sicht ber modernen Weltan- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
| Religion nnd Kirde am Cude 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


11 Sftoberue Gstterdammerung, '' 
von Gol. R. G. 3ngerjoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


| E 
— ,^S&wnber und Wunderthater, “ 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glanbe und Vernunft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des römifd-tatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzofifchen fberfet von 
Yrintein Wnna Knoop. 
$01 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Mmfdlag und 
Harem Druck. Unfere deutfchen Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, ‘The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. New York. 


| it as an excellent text-book of the subject. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and Tue TRUTH 
EEKER One year for $5. 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Spoons and lRUTH Ñ: 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KER, $5. Either kind (Tes or Sugar) Spoon 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Ree 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Snpernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
thereality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 

. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
niversity. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life ot Paine, 
and & steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Sioa $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 


Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. ff describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter goonpying 312 D^ es, being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library." If ali are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


** A good book written with a purpose." 
Price 25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse. 


A- short story that will interest children and 
parents. . 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SERKER CO., 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London ''Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 

e 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The: 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream: 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 60 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 
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Disappearing Dogmas. 

The Japanese Christians want to be independent 
of the American Board of Missionaries. They wish 
to conduct their churches and schools to suit them- 
selvs. They feel that Japan is a nation among na- 
tions, and that it is an insult to be treated as 
though they were savages or semi-barbarians. In 
this respect the Japanese Christians show a much 
greater spirit of independence than do the Amer- 
ican Catholics, who seem content to remain the vas- 
sals of Rome, to permit the American Catholic 
church to be regarded as merely a missionary de- 
pendency of the See of Peter. Of this Japanese 
movement the Sun says: 


** Very likely, Ohristianity would undergo a modifica- 
tion in Japan if it were left to be controled by Japanese 
influences only, but its growth would be natural, and no 
longer artificial. It is probable that it would be affected 
by the disposition. to skeptical inquiry which distin- 
guishes the educated Japanese mind. Its general prin- 
ciples of morality, rather than its theology, would 
probably be propagated. But so also in Christendom is 
that the present tendency. The American Board is the 
great Congregational missionary organization, and for 
several years past it has been disturbed by the distrust of 
the old Puritan theology, which is prevalent. among the 
Congregationalists and the Presbyterians also. Appli- 
cants for commissions as missionaries hav been rejected 
because they had no fixed theological belief to preach to 
the heathen. and the Consequence has been the estrange- 
ment from the American Board of the many ministers 
and churches in sympathy with their doubts. It is ques- 
tionable, therefore, whether the Japanese Christians 
themselvs would not maintain the standard of orthodoxy 
as well as it would be kept up by the graduates of skep- 
tical theological seminaries whom the American Board is 
likely to send out as missionaries in the future. These 
schools are cultivating in their students a critical spirit 
similar to that which prevails among the Japanese. They 
are teaching them to distrust the authority of the Bible, 
and consequently of every doctrin and every dogma upon 
which Christian theology is founded. Really, these can- 
didates for the ministry hav no more faith than the skep- 
tical Japanese, who are attracted rather by Western sci- 
ence than Western theology." 


The zealous but ill-informed retainers of the 
church who boast so loudly of the growth of Ohris- 
tianity, of the number of Bibles circulated, and of 
their influence on civilization, would do well to 
take into consideration the facts mentioned by the 
Sun. Christianity, as a name, survives by the 
abandonment of about all that gave the name a dis- 
tinctiv meaning in the ages of the past when the 
church ruled the European world. By adapting 


itself to the growing intelligence and humanity of 
the successiv centuries, Christianity, in effect, yields 
all claim to be a divinely revealed religion. . It ad. 
mits that it is a growth, like everything else in the 
cosmos. Only the cowardice of business men and 
the subserviency of legislators keep alive the pre- 
tensions of the church to rule the world as the rep- 
resentativ of the gods. 


The Spread of Religion—Some Statistics. 
When the ordinary political editor sets himself 
the task of defending religion or some particular 
church movement he reveals at once his non- 
acquaintance with the subject. He runs upon 


o | rocks that many religious editors are sufficiently 


good navigators to avoid. The editor of the New 
Orleans Jtem is an awful example to other news- 
paper men whom a copy of the United States Cen- 
sus reports on churches may tempt to play pilot to 
the ship of Zion. The Item of July 1 has an edi. 
torial on the «Spread of Religion.” It starts out 
in this graduation-essay style: 

**The subject of churches is one always possessed of 
interest to the world. We know there are some persons 
who are ever prepared to scoff when church is mentioned 
to them, but they make not up this great world; they are 
so insignificant a portion of it that they would not attract 
any attention were it not for the noise they make.” 

It would hav occurred to a writer less enthusias- 
tic and more careful that the churches themselvs 
would not attract any attention “were it not for 
the noise they make.” And, for that matter, nei- 
ther would the editor of the Ztem. 

The Ztem informs its readers that ‘religion from 
1880 to 1890 has made great strides in the United 
States. Leading Protestant denominations, for in- 
stance, increased their membership forty-two per 
cent.” We presume that the Item means to say 
that religion made great strides in the United States 
from 1880 to 1890. If that alleged forty-two per 
cent ‘increase were real, and if it were the average 
increase of all the Protestant denominations, they 
might well feel somewhat jubilant, for the increase 
of the population of the country was only about 
twenty-five per cent in the same period. But only 
the “leading Protestant denominations,” those 
having the most wealth and the most nearly perfect 
systems of proselytism, are claimed to show this 
degree of growth. What the actual growth of all 
or of any of these denominations was during the 
decade from 1880 to 1890 we hav no official means 
of knowing. We hava United States church cen- 
sus for 1890, but none for 1880, so that an official 
comparison is impossible. Full preparations were 
made to take a church census in 1880, and a mass 
of facts was gathered, but before it was tabulated 
the appropriations were exhausted and “ the results 
were Wholly lost,” says Rev. Dr. Carroll, statisti- 
cian of the division of churches, census of 1890 
For 1880, then, we hav only the figures of the 
church officers. Those are also all we hav in the 
census of 1890, for the United States enumerators 
had to depend upon the statements and lists fur- 
nished by the church officials, although in the latter 
case it is reasonable to suppose that there was not 
so great a tendency to exaggeration, owing to the 
fact that it was known that the figures would be 
subjected to the more or less critical examination 
of the government officers. Careful men must nat- 
urally be distrustful of claims made by church peo- 
ple since the revelations concerning the shameful 
stuffing of the petitions for the closing of the 
World’s Fair on Sunday. Rev. Dr. Rainsford says, 
speaking of this matter of church statistics: 


t Hundreds of thousands who never darken the doors 
of a church are set down as church members. In the 


census returns many persons are counted over and over 


again. I myself know one man who is.set down as an at- 
tendant by seven different churches.” 

In these days of latitudinarianism there must be 
very many who are counted as attendants of many 
churches, for they go alternately to various services 
in search of the “truth” or of amusement. 

The Jitem says in one paragraph that the number 
of church buildings was doubled from 1870 to 1890, 
and in the next it gives the number of church sit- 
tings as 44,000,000, which, it adds, “is greater by 
fifty per cent than is called into requisition.” So, 
then, the people pay the taxes for the churches on 
twice the number of church buildings that are 
needed! Is this outrageous injustice anything of 
which to boast? According to this statement, there 
has been no necessity for the vaunted doubling of 
churches since 1870. But this is not all of the 
story: While the census of 1890 givs the total of 
church membership in the United States as 20,618,- 
307, and Dr. Carroll figures from this a church 
adherence for the Protestants and Catholics of 56,- 
992,000, there are no figures to show how great or 
small is the average Sunday attendance at services. 
That person must be very credulous and non- 
observant who believes that more than one person 
in five of the whole population of the country goes 
to church on Sunday, which would make an average 
attendance, by the census of 1890, of 13,000,000, in ` 
round numbers, leaving more than 30,000,000 sit- 
tings unused every Sunday. When it is remem- 
bered that the church depends upon the state to tax 
the citizens at a rate sufficiently increased to make 
up for the exemption of her property from taxation, 
it is easy to understand why the religious organiza- 
tions are so prodigally supplied with seating facil- 
ities, but it does not explain why the secular papers 
are Willing to brag about the dishonest extrava- 
gance of the church officials. 

The New Orleans paper says that “the Catholic 
church is the richest as well as the strongest nu- 
merically.” This is & mistake, accepting the census 
figures, as the Jtem does. These show that all 
divisions of the Catholic church own property to 
the value of $118,371,366, all divisions of. the 
Methodist church to the value of $132,140,179, and 
of the Presbyterian, $94,869,097. 


** Colonel Ingersoll and others of the Agnostic school 
will not find any comfort in the figures we hav given. 
The record presented to them is proof positiv that their 
peculiar views are not having that effect upon the world 
which they had hoped would be produced. Religion is 
too strong for Bob Ingersoll. He is a man of remarkable 
ability, but in religion he has an opponent so entirely 
too powerful for him that at no stage of the battle is he 
ever in it.” 

That is the concluding paragraph of the Ztem’s 
editorial. The editor seems to hav forgotten sev- 
eral very important things. He has forgotten that 
Christianity has been the established religion since 
the beginning of the Fourth century, and for ages 
it held the world in the bonds of the worst des- 
potism that ever oppressed the human race, sup- 
pressing every manifestation of new thought with 
all the terrible resources of torture and slaughter 
at its command, extirpating the doubters, the 
thinkers, the scientific discoverers, systematically 
preserving the mentally and morally unfit, breeding 
a race of cowards and believers fit only to be 
dupes and slaves. He has forgotten that, even in 
America, the church has laid the hand of civil 
oppression on the investigator and done all in 
her power to make silent conformity and loud- 
mouthed hypocrisy fashionable and profitable, and 
earnest inquiry and honest expression shame- 
ful and unprofitable. He has forgotten that 
the church, in flagrant defiance of the Con- 
stitution, has exempted its wealth from equitable 
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taxation, has thrust its state-paid chaplains into 
legislativ halls and public institutions, has caused 
presidents and governors to giv official recognition 
to Theism and Christianity, has burdened public 
education with the incubus of sectarian instruction, 
has shut Atheists out of the jury box and off the 
witness stand, has imposed her barbarous moral 
code on all the people, has denied. by statute the 
opportunity to investigate the most vital of social 
problems, and has forced the people to do reverence 
to the Catholic holy day, Sunday, robbing them when 
it could of one-seventh of their time, and fining 
and imprisoning those who dared think and act for 
themselvs. He has forgotten that sure progress is 
always slow, and that it it is not the work of one 
century, nor of five, to change the mental habits 
and emotional aspirations of a race. He has for- 
gotten that Christianity itself is but a composit of 
earlier religions, its “redeemer” but the replica of 
many preceding virgin-born “saviors.” He has for- 
gotten that Protestantism is constantly weakening 
in doctrin, that she survives by preaching that 
which was unknown to her founders, and slurring 
the dogmas that were the essence of her creeds in 
the old days. He has forgotten that the once 
* Universal Church” is now split up into warring 
factions, and that out and beyond them all are mul- 
titudes who owe allegiance to none. He has for- 
gotten that the discoveries of the men of science 
and the investigations of archeologists, philolo- 
gists, and literary and historical critics hav so dis- 
credited the Protestant Infallible Oracle, the Bible, 
that its worshipers can appeal to it as an authority 
only by reading into it statements, doctrins, and 
meanings that would hav been indignantly repudi- 
ated by Christians no more than a century ago, and 
the assertion of the presence of which in the Bible 
would, not so very much longer ago, hav earned for 
the asserter the rack and the fiame-encircled stake, 
for his property confiscation, for his family attain- 
der and expatriation. The editor of the Jtem has 
forgotten that neither Colonel Ingersoll nor any 
other Freethinker of sense has expected to prove 
strong enough to overthrow the church in one gen- 
eration or in ten. But he has also forgotten that 
Colonel Ingersoll and the rest are civilizing all the 
creeds of the church, are winning from it its 
clearest brains and its warmest hearts—are, in con- 
junction with the men of science and the secular 
reformers, filling the foremost periodicals, and even 
the newspapers, with contributions that are alien if 
not always hostil to the letter and spirit of the 
Christian creed; and that it is a very small and 
very sectarian college that does not every day in- 
struct the young in facts and principles that are 


undermining the whole Christian structure. 


In Pursuit of “The First Cause." 

The theological mind has never been content to 
study nature and become acquainted with verifiable 
facts. Secondary causes are all that hav heretofore 
been discovered, but the theologian has always 
deemed it more important to search for a “ first 
cause,” notwithstanding that all that has been of 
service to man has come through patient investiga- 
tion of nature, regardless of the possibility or the 
impossibility of finding that ever receding “ first 
cause.” Like the mythical pot of gold at the foot 
of the rainbow, the “first cause" continually eludes 
our grasp. But the theologian is a Bourbon—he 
learns not, neither does he forget. He may call 
himself a Liberal Christian, and be indeed very 
broad and liberal in regard to most religious con- 
ceptions and systems, but when you come to “ God,” 
to the asserted intelligent “first cause,” he as hope- 
lessly loses his grip on logie and induction as does 
the Catholic or the Calvinist. 

In Zhe New Unity of July 12 * R. A. W.” dis- 
courses on Law. He says that “the doctrin of 
universal law has come to stay,” and that the 
“ecclesiastical council that some time since voted 
evolution untrue rivaled the temerity of the Pope 
who issued a Bull against the comet.” He continues: 


* Now this idea of law has its valuable and correctiv 
ministry to modern religious thought, and can only do 
permanent harm to faith if the church and. pulpit hav no 
real and modifying truth to set over against it in such a 
way that the idea of God and the idea of Jaw are seen to 


run together. God is to be conceived of asin law, im- 
plicated in its every process, yet without doing injustice 
to the personality of the one, or the reality of the other.” 

That is, the recognition of cause and effect as 
potent in the universe will not harm the church of 
supernaturalism if the concept of natural cause and 
effect is nullified in men’s minds by the injection of 
the supernatural “God,” or “first cause.” The 
trouble is that almostall men except some students 
of science think that what the naturalist calls “law” 
is the same thing as that which the legislator calls 
law. Of course there is no likeness between the 
two. The naturalist’s law is subjectiv, being only 
the token-term by which he designates the observed 
sequence of causes and effects. The legislator's 
law is an arbitrary rule, imposed from without, 
which may be either obeyed or disobeyed. But 
that which the scientific thinker calls natural law 
cannot be disobeyed, for every cause will produce 
its effect. “The idea of god and the idea of law” 
are not “seen torun together” by those who cog- 
nize this fact, for the harmonious interference of 
an intelligent supreme power with cause and effect 
is inconceivable. If the sequence of cause and 
effect remains unbroken, the alleged intelligent 
supreme power is useless, but if that sequence is 
broken, then the conception of universal law, that 
is, of the infinit prevalence of cause and effect, falls 
to the ground. 

“God is to be conceived of as in law, implicated 
in its every process," says * R. À. W.," seemingly 
forgetting that that makes god a partner in every 
crime in the universe, implicating him in every 
wrong committed against man or other sentient 
creature, during the measureless reaches of eter- 
nity. If, as we are told, “law [is] the method of 
divine action,” then God is not merely the partner 
in crime, he is not simply implicated with “law” in 
the wrongs we, with our kindred, suffer, but is the 
sole “first cause” of invasion and suffering. We 
do not find moral or immoral purpose in nature 
considered as a whole, for we do not find conscious 
intelligence in nature considered as a whole; but if 
a conscious God is predicated, to whom law is the 
“method of action,” who has “plans” and “ inten- 
tions,” we cannot escape the conclusion that he 
designed that we should suffer as we do; that he 
created all the fierce and poisonous forms of life to 
do just as they do; that he made some men to be 
cruel ravagers of the world and the millions to be 
their victims, and that he created man weak and 
ignorant that he might fall helpless and agonized 
into the insatiable maw of the remorseless nature 
which was made by “the infinit power that makes 
for righteousness.” 

**An intelligible law without an intelligent law-giver is 
as much an anomaly to right thinking as an orderly world 
without iaw. Law explains nothing as to the first cause 
of things. It is a method of manifestation or orderly 
procedure, and, even when implicating, as it usually does 
in common usage, the forces thus manifested and acting, 
carries in fact only the dignity of a secondary cause. 
Evolution, the comprehensiv law, is impotent at the very 
point where the mind most persists in being enlightened. 
There is every indication that the evolutionary philos- 
ophy must summon the idea of God or find itself in the 
predicament of the ancient conception that the earth was 
carried on the back of an elephant—which did very well 
for a time until some curiosity monger wanted to know 
what the elephant stood on.” 

If one is determined to conceive of natural law 
as something imposed from without, then it is true 
that it is inconceivable that there should be law 
without a law-giver. But when it is understood 
that “law,” in nature, is simply the name we giv to 
the observed succession of causes and effects, that 
order is inseparable from matter, then we cease to 
associate the operations of nature with an extrane- 
ous law and law-giver. We perceive that it is im- 
possible that different bodies should cease to hav 
relation, and that so long as they hav relation we 
necessarily say that that relation is orderly, that is, 
it is in accordance with “law.” Oil floats upon 
water, and we say that it is the “law” that 
it should do so, but if the fact were reversed 
and water floated upon oil we should still say that 
it was the “law.” We forget that in the nature of 
things two bodies must hav relation to each other 
and that what we call “law” is the effect, not the 
cause, of that relation. 


“Law explains nothing as to the first cause of 
things.” Manifestly not. So far as the human 
mind is able to conceive, the chain of causes and 
effects is unending and therefore a “ first cause ” is 
as unthinkable as a last effect. ** Law,” instead of 
carrying “only the dignity of a secondary cause,” 
has simply the significance of a thought-symbol, in- 
dicativ to the initiated of the observed succession 
of phenomena alike in appearance or effect. 

“R. A. W.” thinks that evolution without “God " 
is like the ancient conception of the earth resting 
on the back of the elephant—* which did very well 
fora time until some curiosity monger wanted to 
know what the elephant stood on.” Exactly, and 
then the Theists of that time put a tortoise under 
the elephant, not thinking far enough ahead to see 
that the tortoise needed a support as badly as the 
elephant had done. So “R.A. W.” wants to put 
the tortoise “god” under evolution as an explana- 
tion of the cosmos, never realizing that * God" 


needs a support in turn, and that though you put 


twenty gods in succession under each other you 
would hav no more secure foundation than the old 
theological geographers had when they put the tor- 
toise under the elephant and thought they had the 
earth securely fixed in place. It is incomprehensi- 
ble what ever possessed “R. A. W.” to make use of 
such a self-evidently boomerang argument as that: 

“The mystery of a first cause remains untouched and 
is as clamorous for an answer as when the Indian sages 
wrestled with the same problem beneath the shadows of 
the Himalayas.” 

Undoubtedly, and the mystery of a last effect is 
precisely as clamorous. As the destruction of mat- 
ter is inconceivable, so is its creation, and if not 
creatable, where is the necessity for the “first cause,” 
so-called? If it is incapable of destruction, all 
must admit that the pursuit of a last effect is folly, 
no matter how “clamorous”—in the ears of the 
theologian—the ** mystery" may be. And if it is 
uncreatable, the search for the first cause is equally 
foolish. In the meantime, we will study nature in 
order to find truths, not to answer conundrums. 

** Science has not yet said a better thing than the He- 
brew sages said two thousand years ago or more: ‘In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth.’ ” 

It is certainly indefinit enough as to time and 
positiv enough as to alleged fact to satisfy the 
Theist, but it givs us absolutely nothing in the way 
of information, and it has been the cause—or one 
of the causes—of the shedding of rivers of blood 
and the lighting of millions of martyr fires. Sci- 
ence, on the other hand, has mapped the solar sys- 
tem, has given us improved agriculture, shelter, 
clothing, ships and railways and telegraphs and 
telephones, harnessed electricity, drained swamps, 
conquered many diseases, put into our hands all 
the means of culture that we possess, and, in short, 
raised us from inarticulate animal to man. What- 
ever science may hav said, we are here as civilized 
men and women because of what she has done, and 
the least beneficent thing that she has done is of 
more worth to the race than the barren, unprovable 
assertion, “In the beginning God created the heav- 
en and the earth,” a million quintillion times re- 
peated. 


Mr. Moody’s Admissions and Mistakes. 

Evangelist Moody has recently been in Toronto, 
and he professes to be delighted with the Toronto 
Sunday. During an address in that city he made 
some admissions that may hereafter come back to 
plague the Sabbatarian party. He told his auditors 
that if they had any desire to giv up Sunday to 
recreation, all they needed to do was to run down 
to Chicago and remain thirty days, at the end of 
which time they would return thoroughly cured and 
willing to cut off their right hands before they 
would vote for a freer Sunday. Mr. Moody should 
hav said that that might be the effect on Sunday wor- 
shipers, but that there were many people in Chicago 
and other parts of the country, including Toronto, 
who had seen both the Chicago and the Toronto 
Sunday, and would not under any consideration ex- 
change the former for the latter. 

* The workingmen would make a great mistake 
if they should giv up the Sabbath and let it go for 
a day of recreation,” says the evangelist. Pshaw, 
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Mr. Moody; be candid. You know that no one is 
compelled to take part in Sunday amusements. No 
one is going to seize you by the collar and drag you 
to the theater, the museum, the ball play, the park, 
or the seashore. Youare at perfect liberty to go to 
church or remain at home. If you should come to 
New York next Sunday there is not a policeman in 
the city who would once think of arresting you and 
taking you down to Coney Island and forcing you 
to enjoy yourself. But there is another side to the 
story. Ona recent Sunday the steamers and cars 
running to Coney Island from this town took down 
more than 50,000 people, and many others who 
wanted to go could not get transportation in time. 
If you and the other Sabbatarians could hav your 
way those 50,000 men, women, and children, with 
the hundreds of thousands that went to other re- 
sorts, would be kept cooped up in their homes 
every Sunday the year round. You are not willing 
that they shall enjoy themselvs in their own way, 
but they are perfectly willing that you shall do as 
you please on Sunday, providing you please to mind 
your own business. 

Speaking of the ante-horse car and Sunday news- 
paper days in Chicago, Mr. Moody says: “I remem- 
ber how those horse cars got to running; it was to 
accommodate the church-going people." Exactly, and 
so the selfishness of Christians having availed to 
open the way for the improvement of the condition 
of those outside the churches, those within the pale 
are clamoring to the authorities to stop the cars. 
«They hav emptied the churches, and all the steam- 
boats and barges are employed on Sundays carry- 
ing excursions.” Ah, that is the trouble, of course. 
The Sunday cars “hav emptied the churches.” That 
tells the story, and explains the grief of the Sabba- 
tarians. They are not able to compete in a fair field 
with the excursion trains, the shadowy woods, the 
cool ocean breezes, and so, rather than see the peo- 
ple happy in their own way, they would stop the 
cars and the boats and force everybody to choose 
between Sunday confinement in their rooms and 
listless watching of the threshing of theological 
straw in the churches. 

Mr. Moody affirms that he believes that “the 
greatest curse we hav in America to-day is our Sun- 
day newspapers,” and he adds that he thinks the 
New York Sunday dailies “hav done as much harm 
as Tammany.” They hav done harm to the extent 
that they hav catered to popular ignorance and 
prejudice, but in this respect they are no worse than 
the week-day editions, nor are they worse than 
the religious weeklies and monthlies; in fact, they 
are not so bad as the denominational organs, for 
there are many men of independent minds on their 
editorial staffs, and they manage to tell much needed 
truth, in spite of the smothering tendencies of the 
counting rooms. For instance, the leading papers 
of the country did splendid service during the fight 
over the proposed closing of the gates of the Colum- 
bian Exposition on Sunday. But we forget—this 
work of theirs did not find favor in the eyes of 
Mr. Moody. 

Qm AC. te s 

The average grand jury is a body of Solons. 
One of these groups of wiseacres in Denton, Tex., 
recently indicted thirteen society people in that 
town for playing progressiv eucher. The judge be- 
fore whom the cases were called prompily nolled 
them. We should like to know if these grand jurors 
are representativ of the communities from which 
they are drawn. If they are, we are not yet ready 
for the referendum; we will take our chances with 


the average justice or judge. 
————— oo 

**T,et church and pulpit take science at its latest word. 
The time was never more suspicious than now to proclaim 
a Theistic interpretation of law, and strengthen faith by 
the very facts which seemed for a time to threaten its 
extinction. The necessity under which Christian thought 
finds itself of finding some counter-truth to the doctrin 
of law is its opportunity to base its dootrins of divine 
providence upon that which even the severest science 
will not question.” — Zhe New Unity. 

So it seems that “Christian thought,” instead of 
searching for the truth for the sake of the truth, 
is to hunt for an antidote to the “doctrin of law,” 
for the purpose of strengthening faith in the un- 
known god! “Christian thought,” it appears, is 


under the “necessity” of doing this if it would not 
perish. Certainly it deserves to perish, if such is 
its highest conception of scientific investigation. 


Religious people say some queer things. At the 
Christian Endeavor meeting, in Boston, Chaplain 
D. H. Trebous, of the United States Navy, said that 
the world was “yet to be evangelized—just as it 
was discovered—by the men who go to sea.” We 
hav always understood that church adherents be- 
lieved that God was the person who discovered the 
world. But perhaps Mr. Trebous meant to say that 
seamen from some parts of the world discovered 
other parts of it, and as Columbus the Catholic dis- 
covered America, it is to be presumed that our 
chaplain expects seamen of that faith to evangelize 
it. Well, they began in good shape in Mexico and 
Peru, murdering millions of the inhabitants and 
destroying two civilizations which were the supe- 
riors of their own in every respect except mili- 
tarism. 


** Our large churches are already loaded down with a 
dead weight of members who join the church simply from 
social considerations, without any doctrinal conviction, 
and with no idea whatever of being made useful, and of 
co-operating with the spiritual agencies of the church in 
the great and stupendous scheme of world-wide evan- 
gelization and conquest.”—Rev. Otis A. Smith,in Chris- 
tian Endeavor Convention. 

Does the New Orleans Ztem think that the “ lead- 
ing Protestant denominations" should be jubilant 
over a forty-two per cent increase in membership 
in ten years, when they are “loaded down" with 
people who hav joined them “simply from social 
considerations,” and are “without any doctrinal 
convictions, and with no idea whatever of being 
made useful?” Need Colonel Ingersoll be driven 
to despair when his “opponent” is “ powerful” in 
appearance largely because afflicted with fatty de- 
generation ? 

—— ———— 

The Christian Advocate confesses that “the 
tendency is to Infidelity among progressiv Jews.” 
The obstacles to the success of Protestant mis- 
sions, it says, are the fanaticism of the orthodox 
Jews and the Infidelity of the Reformed Jews. 
Peculiar, is it not, that the “chosen people,” the 
compatriots of the Son of God, should be the most 
difficult to favorably interest in the gospel and mis- 
sion he is said to hav preached and inaugurated. 
Why did * god” manage matters so bunglingly 
that the race of which the Christian editor, Dr. 
Buckley, is compelled to say what he does below 
almost unanimously reject Christianity ? 


‘The Jews are the most interesting race upon the 
earth. 'Their history is unsurpassed for heroism, their 
character in all ages has displayed the highest order of 
intellect and unsurpassed physical endurance, and, tak- 
ing them as a whole, there is no race that can success- 
fully contend with them in so large a number of 
spheres.” 

It would seem that such a people, if any, should 
hav been able to understand and willing to accept 
a religion founded by a demi-god whose mother 
was a Jewess and whose twelve apostles were all 
Jews. If Dr. Buckley is right, and the Jews hav 
* displayed the highest order of intellect,” it fol- 
lows, does it not, that the highest order of intellect 
persistently refuses to recognize the validity of 
Christian pretensions? That is what we think, but 
we are somewhat surprised that the Christian Ad- 
vocate should so frankly admit the fact. 


One of the most absurd pretenses of the enforcers 
of the Sabbath and the Sunday excise laws in this 
city—a pretense, by the way, which even the Zven- 
ing Post is not above resorting to—is that it is 
necessary to rigorously enforce the law in order to 
* disciplin” the police, who, under the old régime, 
permitted so many places to remain open, presum- 


ably because they were paid so to do. Let us see 


what, if anything, there is in this wonderful line of 
defense. Why was there corruption before?  Be- 
cause there was an attempt to shut up some of the 
places, and the police were induced to shut their 
eyes instead. Well, then, if a determined attempt 
is made to shut up all places, will not the tempta- 
tions of the police be correspondingly increased ? 


As convictions must depend upon their testimony, 
and as the entire force is on Sunday transformed 
from & citizens’ protectiv body into an army of spies 
and informers, will not every officer be put in the 
way of temptation? Under a decent secular order 
of things the police would be liable to be tempted 
only by the murderers, thieves, and other actual erim- 
inals. Under the present indecent Puritan order of 
things they are still liable to the temptations prof- 
fered by this class, and, in addition, to those that 
may be offered by tens of thousands of men and 
women whose business they are ordered to suppress 
because Sunday is the priests’ day. How is the 
“disciplin” of the force to be improved under such 
circumstances, saying nothing of the accompanying 
demoralization of the business men, pedlers, and 
the others tempted by this idiotic system of perse- 
cution to buy off their persecutors? The only way 
to prevent New York’s Roman Catholic constabu- 
lary from blackmailing the business people is to 
repeal the Sunday laws under which they operate. 


Judge Ball of Chicago fined Captain Anson and 
the other players of the Chicago baseball club $3 
each and costs for playing ball on Sunday. The 
judge said that the man living near a baseball park 
had rights as well as other people. This is getting 
down nearer to the right principle, for it seems to 
hold that the “disturbance” must be actual, not 
theoretical, as in the case of the Adventists plowing 
in their back fields. But it is pertinent to inquire 
if Judge Ball would fine the members of the salva- 
tion Army squad under similar circumstances, or 
the pastor and sexton of a church whose bell dis- 
turbed the neighbors of the church. Would he be 
impartial enough to do this, or is religion privileged 
in Chicago as elsewhere? We fear that the latter 
is the real state of affairs, for Judge Ball declared 
that “citizens are entitled to a quiet Sunday,” 
which givs the impression that he fined the ball- 
players for disturbing citizens on Sunday, not for 
disturbance per se, and that he would hav acquitted 
them of blame if they had been accused of causing 
a disturbance on Monday or Saturday. We are un- 
able to see that the nerves of people are any more 
sacred on Sunday than they are on other days, and 
we hold that if, on the pretext of protecting nerves 
from annoyance, a man is punished for doing that 
on Sunday which he is permitted to do on other 
days, it is really the day that is sacred, not the 
nerves of the citizen. The protection of the day 
from “ desecration” is in fact the real object of all 
Sunday laws, whatever may be the specious pretext 
alleged to the contrary. Citizens can be protected 
from disturbance by general laws applicable to all 
days alike, and hence there is not the shadow of an 
excuse for special Sunday legislation, which is 
always a religious outrage in intention and a class 
injustice in practice. 


The Wise Defense Fund. 

We are pleased to be able to make the acknowl- 
edgments given below. It is a better showing than 
any heretofore presented. Mr. Wise must not go 
to prison for sending an excerpt through the mails 
to a preacher whose church, through its various 
branches, sends thousands of whole copies in that 
way every year: J. McArdle, 50 cents; W. J. Rib. 
ley, $2.50; L. Walter, $1; S. Durant, $2; P. Selde, 
Sr., $1; E. B. Foote, $5; E. B. Foote, Jr., $5; H. Ber- 
nard, $1; A. T. McMillan, $1; G. W. Adams, $2; 
Mrs. E. Brundage, $1.85; Caroline L. Rich, $1; W. 
L. Nelson, $1; R. Schubert, $1; Chas. Gregg, $1; 
William Platts, $1; B. B. Rockwood, 70 cents; 
E. C. Slye, $1; S. Adamson, 50 cents; through Geo. 
Harrison, $16.40; L. G. Reed, $1; Geo. Longford, 
$1; T. Tripp, $10; Mark Rowe, $1; J. Chevullard, 
$1; Asa Smith, $1; Ed. Blair, $1; Mrs. Sarah 
Metzler, 50 cents; E. K. Mohler, $1. 


Since the last acknowledgments were made in 
these columns we hav received for the Fleckten 
school fight in Minnesota the sums named below: 
E. O. Roscoe, $2; R. Schubert, $1; D. M. Worley, 
$1; R. B. Jackson, $5; Daniel McDonald, $1.50; 
J. P. Thornquest, $1; S. Brewer, $1; F. Heins, $1; 
Mrs. Sarah Metzler, 50 cents. 
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News and Notes. 


The first impression one gets of Sheffield, as he 
rolls through on the railroad train, is that of a 
smoky, dingy manufacturing city, where it is im- 
possible for anything like beauty to flourish. I 
was told when I came to Sheffield that there was 
nothing to see, only long rows of tenement houses 
and vast and gloomy buildings, lighted with the 
glare of furnace fires, in which a thousand busy 
hands sharpen cutlery for the world. But as a 
matter of fact, Sheffield is a handsome city, when 
you travel out of the smoke to the surrounding 
hills. There are five valleys in Sheffield, and five 
meandering streams here unite into the river Don. 
Quite a variety, therefore, appears in Sheffield. It 
is not a monotonous manufacturing place, where 
only smoke and steam fill the air, and nothing is 
heard but the rumble and roar of myriad machiner- 
ies. From the crowded valleys where the vast 
business of the city is transacted, and where, in- 
deed, the blue light of heaven is often shut out by 
the murky clouds that encircle the heart of the fiery 
metropolis, from these steaming and rushing cen- 
ters of activity you come upon ample hills, beauti- 
ful green fields stretch away, groves and gardens 
glitter, and nature puts on her most alluring robe ; 
and as: you wander over these hills you advance 
into magnificent prospects, and no scenery in the 
world can surpass the loveliness and grandeur. of 
what greets you in the vicinity of Sheffield. Some- 
how or other, Ruskin seemed to see the point, and 
he placed here one of the most charming, instructiv, 
and valuable museums to be found anywhere. It is 
worth crossing the Atlantic just to view these won- 
derful treasures. And why did Ruskin place these 
priceless exhibitions of nature and art slongside 
the rush and bustle and dirt of Sheffield? Why 
not at Oxford or other quiet town with educational 
and artistic associations? Ruskin himself supplied 
the answer. He said that ironwork was a necessary 
art; that the cutler’s art at it’s best, as manifested 
in Sheffield, is *unsurpassable by that of any living 
nation,” and also “ because Sheffield is within easy 
reach of beautiful natural scenery.” 

The Sheffield Corporation, not unmindful of the 
honor bestowed upon the city by Mr. Ruskin, pur- 
chased Meersbrook Hall for the home of the mu- 
seum—a beautiful estate with old trees, and walls 
gay with roses and clematis, and in summer the 
haunt of blackbirds, thrushes, and rooks. It is in 
perfect accordance with the glories of the museum, 
which, though small, contains the most precious 
wealth of nature and of art. One could spend 
days in these little rooms, and yet ever find some- 
thing new and entrancing to study and muse over. 
Every picture and cast on the walls, every book and 
print in the library, every stone in the mineralog- 
ical gallery, is selected for a special purpose, and 
in its own peculiar department each is the best that 
could be procured. The object of Mr. Ruskin was 
to educate the people in art. The mineral room 
simply astonishes one with its crystal splendors. 
There are “precious stones,” from sapphires to dia- 
monds, and from topazes to emeralds and opals. 
There is a unique example of a pale-blue form of 
topaz from the Ural mountains, associated with 
smoky quartz and mica. Perhaps there is nothing 
like it in the world. The iridescence of the opal-is 
amazing, and you wonder that in the heart of nature, 
in “the dark unfathomed caves,” such glorious 
hues could flash and flame. As you look into 
these beautiful crystals there seems to be opening 
upon you depths of color shining far away in ever- 
changing lusters while you pass from point to point 
and gaze into the resplendent chambers. I know 
of no place where more wealth of natural beauty is 
revealed. 

The books are ancient—going back to 1160—and 
they display the exquisit art of those old days, and 
indicate with what a religious fervor the printers 
must hav labored. These books are enriched with 
miniatures, scroll-work, and ornamental borders. 
Here are also many of the original drawings of 
Turner; a painting of the front of St. Mark’s which 
it took the artist three years to complete, and many 
of the works of ancient Italian masters which can 
not be found even in their own land. I was sur- 
prised to find such s wonderful display amidst such 
beautiful surroundings, near the grimy machineries 
of toil. It shows that Ruskin had some deep in- 
sight into the heart of man, and that he saw the 
latent poetry and romance of human toil; that 
where man labors, even in dust and darkness, there 
are the possibilities of noblest things. One might 
spend days in Ruskin’s museum and find instruc- 
tion, for though the collection is not imposing, yet 
it is infinitly suggestiv, and leads one into a thou- 
sand pathways of thought and investigation. 

Sheffield is not simply a hive of industry—a black 
mass of manufacturing facilities; it is a city with 


noble and magnificent surroundings, and whichever 
way you journey a wide and splendid country ap- 
pears. 
patches, once waved its endless branches from this 
vicinity to Nottingham. A cultivated land takes 
the place of the “boundless contiguity of shade.” 
The harvest field shines, and the elegant dwelling. 
I only hav the opportunity to enjoy one drive, and 
that is to Chatsworth Hall, the home of the Duke 
of Devonshire. 


Sherwood forest, now no more, except in 


This is about twelve miles from 
Sheffield. On Monday we set forth, & somewhat 


cloudy day, but now and then the sunshine bursts 
forth in brilliant glory, and all the distant hights 


catch the changing luster, and a scene of enchant- 


ing variety is presented. We travel over immense 
hills. 
mostly like a vast table land, teeming with harvest, 
while yet the moorlands offer a bare and solitary 


There are no sharp ascents here. It is 


appearance, so that we see nature in majestic con- 
trast. The scene on every side is ample. As we 


roll alongside Froggatt Edge one of the most 
lovely and stupendous landscapes in the world un- 
folds from the valley beneath to the mountainous 
horizon. 
feet below your flying vehicle, is a charming ancient 
village, over which hovers the atmosphere of golden 
romance. 
opens and spreads away in gorgeous loveliness, 
while the shining river Derwent, celebrated in song, 
like a ribbon ornaments the long extending pros- 
pect. 
somber columns, edged with wild precipitous rocks 
and dusky forest. 
this resplendent panorama the walls seem to go 
sheer down to the valley itself. 
very feet and the banks of the luminous river, 
swells above and beyond the village, that hangs 
like a jewel on the scene, the enormous hight, 
whose verdant fields sink into desolate spaces. 


Embosomed in the valley, hundreds of 
The valley, rich- with fields and groves, 
Above the valley stretch the vast hills in 


On the side whence we view 


Almost from our 


From this attractiv point we sweep on to the 


great hall, around which are so many memories of 
the past. 
where the deer are grazing, we see Queen Mary’s 
Bower, a lovely island, and yet a prison for the im- 
perious queen, where her heart must hav poured 
itself out in useless lamentations. 
enjoy the sunshine and the flowers, look upon the 
bright, blue sky, but round about her rolled the re- 
lentless waters, and there was no escape. 
ful were the scenes she gazed upon in her captivity, 
the great hall, in the midst of massiv foliage, where 
royalty was wont to spend its hours of luxury. 


Passing through the delightful park, 


Here she could 


Beauti- 


Within its spacious rooms are some of the finest 


pictures and statues in England, rare china and 
porcelain and treasures of the olden time. 
garden attached is a marvelous profusion of riches, 


The 


pomp of color, with fountains and glades and cata- 


racts in the gloom of wood and steep. The hot- 
house is the largest in the kingdom. It has taken 
the painters three years to re-decorate the roof and 


sides. It shines with tropical splendor. Alas for 
the fortunes of the day! just as we left this luxu- 
rious abode, to see new curiosities, a sudden shower 
descended upon our troop, and we were obliged to 
find refuge wherever we could, for the stately foot- 
man had forbidden the use of umbrellas while in 
these palatial regions, and so we had to dive under 
the bushes, and it was a somewhat disconsolate 
scene for about ten minutes, the rain pouring in 
torrents. Well, we were repaid for the momentary 
discomfort. After the shower the sun came out 
more gorgeously than ever, and the afternoon was 
simply superb. Everything was fresh and glitter- 


‘ing. We visited the church and churchyard, where 


is buried Lord Frederick Cavendish, who was 
murdered at Phenix Park. It is a quiet place, sur- 
rounded with a model village. If one might find, 
outwardly, a paradise on earth it would be on this 
spot, where everything seems 80 harmonious. All 
the dwelling-houses hav a supreme aspect of utility 
and elegance. But I suppose I should get tired of 
such a comfortable existence in about & day's time, 
and should want to fly off to the turmoil of Lon- 
don. There is such a thing as life flowing along so 
smoothly that death would be welcomed as a 
change. However, these placid scenes remain in 
the memory with a charming and romantic per- 
spectiv, and we dream of these mild resting-places 
when “ life’s fitful fever" is over. Amidst the glory 
of the descending sun we return homeward, climb- 
ing great hills and plunging into deep valleys, with 
the moon in queenly luster along the radiant 
heavens, and then the innumerable lights of Shef- 
field, as we drive into its smoky and resounding 
realms, and one more beautiful picture is added to 
the gallery of memory. 

I enjoyed my work in Sheffield. There are sturdy 
workers here. Mr. Nelson, Mr. Lill, and others too 
numerous to mention, gathered on this old-time 
battle-field. There was a noble delegation from 


Barnesley. They walked in, 9 distance of about 


sixteen miles. 
with a photograph of the soldiers at this point, 
while on campaign duty, Mr. and Mrs. Addy, Mr. 
Bennett, Mr. Dyson, who occupies the lecturer’s 
desk, and is one of our busy workers ; Harry Addy, 
young, but ready to do his duty; Mr. Wombwell, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Wadmore. 
for their handsome gift. 
at the hall in the afternoon, and this enabled me to 
make acquaintance with the Freethinkers of Shef- 
field and vicinity, and it was a most enjoyable occa- 
sion. 
afternoon, and evening. The attendance was fair, 
considering that we are the frontier force, and the 
enthusiastic welcome was cheering to the heart of 
the Pilgrim. I was glad to greet new friends from 
near and far, and to place their names and features 
upon the tablets of memory, but if I began to enu- 
merate I should not know where to end, for the 


ing so consecrated by human genius. 


I was presented by these comrades 


I thank these friends 
We all had tea together 


I gave three lectures that day, morning, 


friends of our cause rally by the score. But Shef- 
field Secularism will continue to hold the fort for 
many years to come, as it has already held the fort 
for half a century. 

Yes, Sheffield has, I think, the oldest Free- 
thought hall in England, and perhaps in the world. 


It was built over fifty years ago, especially for Sec- 


ular and reform purposes, and it has been kept to 
the original aim through many changing fortunes, 
and I felt that it was an honor to speak in a build- 
Owen, Holy- 
oake, Bradlaugh, Annie Besant in her palmy days, 
Foote, Watts, and many other stalwart defenders 
of liberty, hav spoken from the platform. There- 
fore, we might say that here in this time-worn 
building is the oldest battle-ground of English 
Secularism, an unpretentious building, but mighty 


in the thoughts that hav glowed and thundered 


within its walls. Sheffield givs a priceless inherit- 
ance to the struggle of to-day from the dark yet 
glorious fields of the past. 

I had the great pleasure, while staying at Shef. 
field, of enjoying the hospitality of American 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Matthewson, formerly of 
Philadelphia. They hav been in England for over 
twenty years, but they were born beneath the Stars 
and Stripes, and hav not lost the love of nativ land. 
They gave me a delightful welcome, and the hours 
sped merrily along, the glories of England min- 
gling with reminiscences of the great Republic of 
the West—not that we love England less, but that 
we love America more, because in America we were 
born, and the homeliest spot is rich and beautiful 
because in it we first saw the light of day, the ten- 
derness of human love mingling with the wonder 
and delight of nature. Mr. Matthewson is a true- 
blue, go-ahead American citizen. He is an inventor 
and a business man, and he has built a great fac- 
tory in Sheffield, and his trade extends to all the 
world. We are constantly learning something 
new, and the “sand-blast” is something new to 
me. And it is a wonderful power. Remark- 
able it is that human ingenuity never discov- 
ered what sand could do until within a few years. 
Gen. B. C. Tilghman is the original inventor, and 
Mr. Matthewson has added many patents, so that 
now the “sand-blast” has become & marvelous in- 
strumentality. It is not only & worker, but an 
artist. It can produce in glass the most beautiful 
results, and the whirling sand-particles become as 
cunning as the human hand. They chisel with 
wondrous rapidity, a million of them working in 
harmonious combinations. 

Professor Tyndall has eloquently described the 
* gand-blast,” aud it is worthy of note, so beautiful 
and so extraordinary is the process. Professor 
Tyndall says: * The Sphinx of Egypt is nearly cov- 
ered up by the sand of the desert. The neck of 
the Sphinx is partly cut across by the eroding ac- 
tion of the fine sand blown against it. This action 
of sand has recently been turned to extraordinary 
account in the United States. When in Boston I 
was taken by Mr. Josiah Quincy to see the action 
of the ‘sand-blast.’ A kind of hopper containing 
fine silicious sand was connected with a reservoir of 
compressed air. The hopper ended in a long slit, 
from whence the sand was blown. A plate-glass 
was placed beneath this slit and caused to pass 
slowly under it. It came out perfectly depolished, 
with a bright, opalescent glimmer, such as could 
be produced only by the most careful grind- 
ing. But this was not all. By protecting 
certain portions of the glass and exposing others, 
figures and traceries of any required form 
could be etched upon the glass.” Perhaps from this 
brief description one can catch some idea of the 
variable potency of the “sand-blast.” For ages it 
had been working away upon the Sphinx, upon the 
stones of the desert, and yet no one had ever util- 
ized this ‘“sand-power” until the invention and 
patents of General Tilghman and. Mr. Matthewson, 
and now it is world-wide in its uses. All the files 
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of Sheffield are sharpened by the “sand-blast.” 
Glass is polished by it, and all kinds of figures, the 
most beautiful possible, can be cut in glass. Also 
tombstones are engraved by the same process. 
What was once done by hand is now done by the 
*gand-blast." The sand can cut into the hardest 
substances, for it is the concentrated energy of 
millions of particles of sand that does the work. 
Sand is also used for cleaning purposes. It is bet- 
ter than water. The fine sand, whirling from a 
tube, will knock the dirt out in no time. It will 
clean a building as no human hand could possibly 
do. It will thus be seen what a manifold power 
has been developed by the skill and perseverance of 
Mr. Matthewson, whose inventions must certainly 
take a front rank with the glories of modern indus- 
try. Mr. Frederick Matthewson, his son, is also 
devoted to this important enterprise. Miss Char- 
lotte Matthewson, the daughter, is à member of the 
Royal College of Music, an honor which but few, 
comparativly attain, and she is an exquisit player 
upon the violin, attesting the genius of woman and 
her capacity to do anything that man can do, 
giv her a chance. So, mingling with the arts and 
industry of Sheffield, were the delights of music. 
I visited also the gallery and museum in the park, 
and here are many valuable paintings, also curios- 
ities for the scientific. Near Sheffield is Queen 
Mary’s Tower, where she was for some time incar- 
cerated by the Earl of Shrewsbury. On the last 
night of my stay, Wednesday, I went to hear a 
lecture on new developments of steam power, and 
here I learned something I did not know before 
about steam. I suppose that engineers will under- 
stand me when I write of “superheating steam.” 
That was a new phrase to me. In this, however, 
is one of the gigantic problems of the age. Its 
solution means a vast increase of steam energy. To 
roughly suggest, it is this: Ordinary steam, or 
“wet steam,” as it is called, when it enters the 
cylinder is condensed more or less into water, and 
thus much of its power is lost. The problem is to 
*guperheat" the steam, that is, to make “wet steam” 
“dry steam,” so that when it enters the cylinder it 
will not become water at all, but remain steam and 
do the work of steam. Itis claimed by the lecturer, 
Professor: Ripper, one of the most experienced 
engineers of England, that this problem has been 
solved, and that from 25 to 50 per cent of steam 
energy is saved. If this is so, then there is to be 
a new and wonderful evolution of engin and steam 
power, and Sheffield has the honor of its initiation 
in this country. 
It will be seen, by what I hav tried to tell, what 
& varied experience I had at Sheffield; what con- 
trasts I met with in this metropolis of iron; that 
alongside its smoke and dirt are glittering expanses 
of art and poetry, and it is well worth a visit of 
many days. It has a population of about 350,000. 
I hope I shall see it again and my Freethought 
friends also, who hav treated me so generously. 
From Sheffield, on Thursday afternoon, July 4th, 
without any accompaniment of patriotic fire-crack- 
ers or cannon, I take my way to York, to famous 
York, which indeed has a solidity of ancientness 
about it that is truly magnificent and somewhat ap- 
palling. Here is the old wall of the Romans and 
the gateways, etc. Mr. Wm. Johnson, who came 
from York to Sheffield to attend lectures, met me 
at the station, and the first thing we did was to 
take a walk around the old city on the lofty stone 
battlements that had witnessed many a fierce and 
bloody encounter. York is now a railroad town 
with railroad shops. Two hundred trains pass 
every day. It has a population of 60,000. The 
largest part of the city is now outside the walls. 
The river Ouse runs through its center. At the 
end of the southern wall is the Castle and Cliftord’s 
tower, in the latter of which two thousand Jews 
were once slain. We visit the municipal buildings, 
and also the ruins of St. Mary’s Abbey and the an- 
cient hospital near by. These are interesting ruins, 
dating back several hundred years. The Abbey 
was destroyed by Cromwell. It was once a stately 
building as large, apparently, as the present cathe- 
- dral. There are many things to be seen in York. 
There are old-fashioned buildings still standing. 
There are still the narrow streets and over-hanging 
walls, so that from the second-story one could al- 
most shake hands with his neighbor across the way 
as he leans forward from his chamber-window. I 
enjoy perambulating the streets of this quaint city, 
traversing its walls, looking at its great cathedral, 
and watching the moonlight and the shadows on 
the river and the parks, and the masses of people 
as they throng the central avenues. Friday morn- 
. ing I visit the cathedral. This is the largest Gothic 
cathedral in England, and said to be the largest 
this side the Alps. It is larger than Westminster 
Abbey or St. Paul's. It is an immense and impos- 
ing structure. It has two great towers in front, 


with a vast central tower 213 feet in hight. Its 
entire length from east to west is 524 feet; its ex- 
treme breadth north to south 250 feet. We wander 
through the vast spaces of this temple, which has 
stood for centuries. The present structure was 
begun in 1070. But belowin the crypt can be seen 
the remains of ancient walls which go back to the 
seventh century. The window at the east end is 
considered the largest illuminated window in the 
world. It is 76 feet in length and 33 feet in width, 
and wonderfully illuminated. It is impossible to 
convey an idea of its radiant splendor. After 
traversing the depths of this great cathedral, and 
looking upon the graves of warriors and kings and 
bishops, after looking at its marvelous walls and 
windows upon which so much labor has been ex- 
pended at a penny & day, we climb the massiv tower 
itself, 65 feet in breadth, and with 273 steps from 
the bottom to the top. An extensiv view is pre- 
sented from this lofty station. 

The country about York for miles away is level. 
The city lies at our feet, the quaint old houses 
standing among those of modern style. The vast 
roof of the cathedral itself extends a hundred feet 
beneath. It was a place for imagination to revel 
in the greatness of the past and the wonder of the 
future. Other places of interest are the Bootham 
Bar, with Norman tower erected about the end of 
the thirteenth century; the Manor House, once 
a royal residence; the Lendal Bridge, from whence 
can be seen a long sweep of the winding Ouse; the 
Mansion House, the walls of which are ornamented 
with historical portraits of great value; the Guild- 
hall, dating from 1446, with its beautiful colored 
windows; the Theater Royal, erected in 1765, over 
the site of St. Peter’s church—a great improve- 
ment. Itis said that Constantine the Great was 
born in York. Not much credit that to the city. 
He was also invested here by the Roman legions 
with the imperial purple. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my few hours’ visit at York. 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson gave me a hearty English 
welcome. Two of their sons are now in America, 
and expect to make that country their home; and 
so my friends hav a fellow feeling for those who 
come from the Western shores, seeing that they 
hav given their quota to the population of the great 
republic. Mr. Johnson was once an earnest Chris- 
tian, and wrote a pamphlet in support of the faith ; 
but he is now a thorough Liberal and always ready 
to do his share of pioneer work. Mrs. Johnson is 
& born Freethinker, and has never passed through 
the clouds of superstition. I shall not forget the 
hospitality of these friends in this ancient cathedral 
city, which is one of the most superb monuments 
of a religious and barbaric past combined with the 
splendor and industry of the nineteenth century. 
Within a stone’s throw of the cathedral rolls the 
railway locomotiv and flames the electric light. 

BSawvzz P. Purnam. 
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Religion and Crime. 

The latest Prussian census makes interesting 
reading, so much the more as it effectivly contra- 
dicts the orthodox statement that religion and 
piety are most prevalent where crimes are least in 
number. Berlin, according to the well-known anti- 
Semite and royal court preacher, Dr. Stoecker, is a 
veritable Babylon. But statistics prove that in the 
orthodox East Prussia, with three times as many 
ministers a8 Berlin, there are to every 10,000 of 
population 170.4 criminals; in West Prussia, with 
four times the proportion of ministers, the rate is 
180; in Posen, 1641; in Hamburg, 131.66; in 
Bremen, 168.91, while the ungodly Berlin shows 
but 1235 per ten thousand. Murder, in first and 
second degrees, in Wurtemberg and East Prussia, 
is three times as high - proportionately to popula- 
tion, as in Berlin; in Pomerania and Bavaria, more 
than double, and in Silesia double. Theft in Ber- 
lin is 31.4; in West Prussia, 47.6; in East Prussia, 
49 4, and in Posen, 50 to every 10,000 inhabitants. 

From these official statistics Dr. Bruno Wille has 
drawn some very instructiv conclusions. After cit- 
ing the figures regarding Berlin, he conclusivly 
proves that only 65 per cent of children born of 
Lutheran parents are baptized; only 25 per cent 
are married by ministers, the 75 per cent being 
married by secular officials; and at only one-fifth 
part of funerals does a Lutheran minister officiate, 
80 per cent having no clergyman of any denomina- 
tion whatever in attendance. 


Eight honest citizens of Tennessee spent their 
Fourth of July in Rhea county jail for failing to 
remain idle while the people of the established re- 
ligion worshiped. And yet, while these men were 
suffering for violating a dogma of the state estab- 
lished creed, the Fourth of July orator of Tennes- 
see delivered himself of flowery periods in praise of 
the “land or the free and tne home of the brave,” 
-—American Sentinel. 


tutions. 
many years, but the Standard does not seem to hav 
caught on until after the great love-feast. 


put on wheels and drawn by four horses. 


The Great Boston Love-Feast. 

The Christians held a great love-feast in Boston 
on the.Fourth, and according to the Boston Stand- 
ard*, which is my authority, the love of God was 
shed abroad in such special manner that battered 
faces, cracked skulls, blood and thunder and death 
were the result. I had supposed that Catholics 
were Christians; they believe in the fall, the mirac- 
ulous conception, the crucifixion, resurrection, as- 
cension, and all the rest of it; but the Standard 
says they are “thugs.” J. D. Hooker, who is good 
authority, says that the thugs ‘believe in a divine 
original,” and so do Christians. Thus between the 
Standard and Hooker the fact seems to be estab- 
lished that all Christians are thugs. 

Well, the Catholic thugs were one of the Chris- 
tian parties to the love-feast, and the A. P. A.’s and 
other Protestant thugs were the second party. The 
Standard seems to make a distinction between 
Catholic thugs and other Christian thugs, but with 


my glasses on I am unable to see the difference. 


The Standard speaks of the bitter opposition, 
which for years has existed, against our free insti- 
Just what we hav been saying, lo these 


It appears that one party to the feast constructed 


a small school-house and painted it red, after the 


style of the New England school-house, and it was 
It was 
fourteen feet long, seven feet wide, and nine feet 
high, with windows and a door. Headed by the 
«little red school-house,” about five thousand Chris- 
tian thugs with banners paraded the streets. One 
of the reverend thugs proposed to stand in the door 
of the red thing, with a Bible resting upon the 
Stars and Stripes. This was & chip on the Protes- 
tant shoulder, and evidently the Protestant thugs 
expected that the Catholic thugs would knock it 
off, for the reverend one was cautioned against the 
danger, and so stood with his open Bible and flag 
in one of the windows. - 

‘The Standard speaks of the “little red school- 
house” as an emblem of American institutions— 
free schools; but the Bible above the flag shows 
the Christian idea of free schools—free to them 
to educate bigots who will respect the Stars and 
Stripes only so long as they are allowed the privi- 
lege of using the schools to promulgate their bar- 
barous doctrins and hocus-pocus legends. It 
appears that a rough time was expected, for, be- 
sides ten mounted policemen and three hundred on 
foot, a number of “ military companies were held in 
readiness" in case God's love should be too power- 
fully manifested by the followers of the meek and 
lowly. The Standard says that *just around the 
corner a gang of toughs [Catholic toughs] were 
waiting,” and then speaks of a “murderous gang 
of thugs, all of whom were Catholics.” Don’t it 
beat all what endearing epithets these Christian 
thugs do apply to each other! , 

Well, the Christian thugs out of the procession 
began to crowd and spit upon those in the proces- 
sion, and both got so filled with the love of the 
Lord that they fell to thumping and bruising each 
other with their fists. Finally their fervor waxed 
so hot that fistic demonstrations became entirely 
too tame, and it could be expressed.only with clubs, 
stones, and brickbats. One of the saintly thugs 
seized another by the throat with one hand, and, 
in order to enlighten him as to th» rules of the 
feast, raised a heavy club and allowed it to gently 
descend upon the latter’s knowledge-box, spoiling a 
new hat, opening the scalp so as giv the bump of 
veneration a chance to enlarge, and causing the 
earth to strike him with such force as to render 
him silly. Thus the subject was not only enlight- 
ened, but he had a chance to study the stars. 

A woman accompanied by three daughters showed 
that she belonged to the angelic host by the tender 
and endearing names she applied to the thugs in 
the procession. Then, to demonstrate the equality 
of the sexes, she let fly a right-hander, which landed 
upon the “mug” of an A. P. A. and laid him 


‘sprawling in the street. She then retreated in 


good order without any flank movement. 

A man having a sword thought to diversify the 
entertainment, and seeing a man who, he fancied, 
had too much cheek, he laid it open by a stroke of 
his weapon. The other fellow, instead of following 
the scriptural injunction to turn the other cheek, 
remembered that “he who fights and runs away 
may liv to fight another day,” and so turned tail 
instead. ‘The same swordsman, moved by the holy 
spirit, likewise essayed to teach one of the saintly 
thugs not to poke his nasal organ into a love-feast 
until he was invited; so with another pass he cut 
the intruder's nose clean from his face. At the 


! *The Boston Standard is the organ, recently estab- 


lished, of the anti-Oatholio organizations in Massaghus 
setts, It isa daily, ` 
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resurrection, when noses are counted, he will hav | I go to church or attend a theater? But the zealot 


to carry his nose in his hand or be left out. 

Thus did these servants of the Lord greet one 
another, extending the right hand of fellowship, 
and seeming intent only upon sending one another 
into the divine presence by the most direct and 
speedy route possible. 

The Standard thus describes the scene: * Men 
with blood flowing down their cheeks were seen 
on all sides. Stones were fired into the crowd. 
Several pistols were discharged, one man was killed, 
and shouts and groans filled the air.” 

Wasn't that a sight to tickle the gods? Won- 
der that they were not translated. Heaven must 
hay been so near that, by faith, they could shake 
hands with the apostles, and hear the twang of the 
heavenly harps. Don’t see how they could wait for 
their white robes and crowns. 

Well, let the lambs of God play together, and let 
the Kilkenny cats frisk and purr; the result is 
about the same in both cases. 

MORAL. 

The Rev. H. F. H. Miller's Bible had no more 
business on the flag than the Koran or Butler's 
* Hudibras." Not half as appropriate as some of 
the works of Thomas Paine. 

À. Christian is never in the way of duty unless he 
is holding his old Jew-book under somebody’s nose. 
When one is called as a witness or initiated into 
office, or makes an affidavit, on various occasions, 
he is asked to kiss this old relie of ignorance and 
barbarism. 

There was no natural enmity between the two 
parties to the Boston love-feast, and had it not 
been for this old book, no fight would hav oc- 
curred. 

Some of the pious thugs spat and threw quids of 
tobacco upon the open Bible. Why did not God 
strike those dead who spat upon his holy word? He 
used to be up to such tricks in his younger days. 
What a chance there was for a display of his 
almighty power! If he had struck those dead who 
spat upon the Bible, it would hav done more to es- 
tablish a sacred regard for his word than all the 
reverend ranters could accomplish in a hundred 
years. 

Fifty years ago, if a Liberal had marched in a 
procession carrying the “Age of Reason” resting 
upon the American flag, which would hav been a 
hundred times more appropriate, the saintly thugs 
would hay made common cause, and stoned him to 
death. 

The trouble is, the Christian is always exercising 
privileges which he is not willing to grant to 
others. Sauce for the Liberal gander must not 
be given to the Christian goose. 

It seems to be a hard fact for Christians to learn 
that Jew, Mohammedan, Buddhist, Atheist, all hav 
the same rights under the Constitution that they 
hav. The truth is, the Protestant thugs want to hav 
everything their own way, and the Catholic thugs 
want the same thing, while the Liberals declare that 
neither must succeed. 

Any man who honestly and sincerely believes the 
Bible to be the word of God is a dangerous man, 
because it teaches polygamy, treachery, intemper- 
ance, deception, persecution, war, theft, murder, 
incest, rape, and revenge. A man who believes 
such teaching to be the unnerring word of God 
must be swayed by his b lief, and will be guilty 
of the grossest outrages when he honestly thinks 
he is obeying the will of God. Most of the perse- 
cutions hav been instigated in this way. 

The believers in the Bible will constantly be try- 
ing to shape the civilization of the nineteenth cen- 
tury to the ignorance and barbarism of three thou- 
sand years ago. They will be trying to serve God 
by acts which are marked by all the savage, tyran- 
nical, and brutal features of those in whose imagi- 
nation this hideous God was first brought into 
existence, and whose ideas of civilization were so 
low that they stoned a man to death for picking up 
sticks on the Sabbath. 

And yet these Christian unfortunates think that 


the government ought to be turned over into their 


hands, that they may run it according to their no- 
ae of the will of this child-killing, woman-stealing 
od. 

I don’t quarrel with the Christian because he gets 
down on his knees and holds a palaver with a being 
who has no existence except in his imagination, but 
because he won't mind his own business—he keeps 
meddling with my affairs and claims the right to 
dictate to me whether I shall get shaved on one 
day in the week or on another. 

If the Christian could reason at all he would see 
that I am no more bound to obey him because he 
is a Christian, than he is bound to do as I say be- 
cause I am an Infidel. 

What business is it to the Christian whether a 
man hoes his corn on Sunday or Monday—- whether 


will say that these matters are regulated by law, 
and the law must be obeyed. That is just what he 
claimed when he whipped women and hung witches; 
but who made the law, and what would be the conse- 
quenees if Christians should get full control, with 
God in the Constitution, and Christ acknowledged 
as the supreme ruler? We should be compelled to 
attend church on Sunday or be hauled over Chris- 
tian coals, as those were when ecclesiastics shaped 
all legislation. 

Who wants to be governed by the whim of a 
Christian? If he should hear of a man hoeing 
corn on Sunday a half mile away he would be 
greatly disturbed, but the clang of a half dozen 
church bells on Sunday does not disturb him in the 
least. 


He sees the hand of God in everything, and be- 


lieves that God does everything for the best, yet 
he runs for his dugout when God sends a cyclone. 
And then the Christian is never quite as happy as 
when he is hoping to make somebody do as he says. 
He goes into the mechanic shop and tells the me- 
chanic when he must work and when he must rest. 
He goes to the dealer and tells him what hours he 
may sell and when he must close up. He pokes his 
Bible under your nose and says it must be read in 
school bya Christian teacher. He dictates to you 
what may be sent to you through the mails—keeps 


a smut agent to pronounce on what you say and 


write, and he takes you off to jail if you say or do 
anything which displeases him. It would be about 
as safe to put our liberties into the hands of such 
keepers as it would to put dynamite into the hands 
of a lunatic. They hav got too much power already. 
No, no, we do not forget that when Christians had 
the power they whipped women, hung witches, ban- 
ished Quakers, slit noses, branded, burnt, tortured, 
and imprisoned without mercy, and for & thousand 


years persecuted and  banished the teachers of 


science, and spread a gloom over all Europe which 
the world will never forget. 

Washington said this was in no sense & Christian 
government, and it never wil be until the names 
of Paine and Jefferson and Franklin and those who 
founded it are forgotten. 


be on, for the Protestant thugs would want the 
Bible in the schools, to which the Catholic thugs 
would never consent, and the Freethinkers would 
never consent to hav their rights trampled under 
foot. 

When will religionists learn that their peculiar 
notions depend upon early training and environ- 
ment more than the reason of the religion which 
they embrace? 

Christians assert and claim to believe that this is 
a Christian government. Did God “ordain and 
establish this Constitution,” or was it ordained and 
established by the people of the United States? 
God had nothing more to do with the formation of 
this government than the imaginary heathen gods 
did which were worshiped thousands of years ago. 
The less God is allowed to meddle with our gov- 
ernmental affairs the better it will be. Better let 
him remain on his great white throne surrounded 
by his harping angels, and busy himself getting up 
cyclones and earthquakes, floods and epidemics, so 
that Christians will always hav the “ goodness of 
God” before their eyes. 

Now I want to show the Christian how near he 
comes to having a Christian government, and upon 
what foundation his claim rests: 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an es- 
tablishment of religion.” 

* No religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust under the 
United States.” 

Now, my Christian friend, can you not -see that 
you hav no rights under the Constitution not 
guaranteed to the Jew, the Mohammedan, the 
Buddhist, and the Atheist? 

There can be no doubt that the founders of the 
government intended to giv the greatest latitude in 
regard to religious matters. At the same time they 
meant to protect all, and grant special privileges to 
none. 

Let God be forced into the Constitution and 
Christ be acknowledged as the supreme ruler, and 
all the scheming officers and politicians will be 
on the * Lord's side,” and the hand of the church 
will be felt at our throats, and liberal-minded men 
will be taught lessons in Christian charity and 
Christian forbearance, which they will not soon 
forget. Not that Christians mean to be tyrannical. 
Oh, no ; not a bit more than they meant to be cruel 
when they bored holes with hot irons through the 
tongues of heretics! But they form certain notions 
as to what would be pleasing to their God; and 
what they think their God would do they will do 
without the least thought of tyranny or cruelty. So 


If the Christian should 
force God into the Constitution the fight would still 


far are the minds of Christians under this hallu- 
cination that they hav murdered their own children, 
in the belief that God required them to make 
such a sacrifice. 

The Ohristian's God has too many misfits in his 
dealings with men to be trusted. He rarely does 
what the Ohristian tells him to do, and never pays 
any attention to his cheap advice. When the Chris- 
tian asks a favor he always has business in another 
direction. When he prays for health, God sends 
an epidemic. When he prays for rain, God sends 
a drouth, and yet the poor Christian dupe is ever 
on his knees, and, notwithstanding all of these dis- 
appointments, believes that God lends a listening 
ear to all his petitions, and never loses confidence 
in his imaginary idol. 

Let the American people never forget that Chris- 
tianity is a species of insanity,and those who would 
put the destiny of the government into Ohristian 
hands would place their fortunes in the keeping of 
lunatics. 

Was Bennett imprisoned because he was a bad 
man, and guilty of a great outrage? Harman and 
Wise and the Seventh-day Adventists are worried 
and persecuted and imprisoned because they are 
in the hands of the viciously insane. 

If Christians ever get control of the government 
the sun of our liberties will go down, and we shall 
be compelled to bow to the church for the privilege 
of carrying our heads. Joux Prox. 

Naples, N. Y. 


Observations. 


The Free Press, Wexford, Ireland, contains an 
advertisment of agricultural implements of local 
manufacture, accompanied by the inquiry: 

Why support Saxon or Yankee labor abroad? 

Shillalys and shamrocks! Hav we Americans 
consented to be known as inhabitants of the Greater 
Ireland, only that our products may be boycotted 
as cheap pauper labor from abroad? And hav we 
raised large subscriptions for Irish Home Rule, in 
in order that ‘we may be classed in advertisments 
with the Sassenachs? Is it possible that we hav 
been too fresh ? 


The temporary illness of Mr. J. D. Shaw, editor 
of the Independent Pulpit, has called a new and 
virile pen into the service of Freethought—that of 
J. T. Shaw, son of the above. J. T. is young, but 
gifted. In pursuance of his editorial duties he re- 
cently wrote as follows: 

Education we may need, but it is an education that will 
lead to temperance. We cannot legislate morals. We 
cannot make men good. We cannot make them temper- 
ate, We can only show them the superiority of morality 
over vice. We can distinguish for them good and evil, 
showing the superiority of one over the other. We can 
point out the benefits of temperance and show them how 
to avoid excesses and thus aid them in making themselvs 
moral, good, aud temperate, this being the only method 
by which these results are satisfactorily and permanently 
obtained. To prohibit is to create an appetite or an itch 
for that prohibited. To say ‘‘thou shalt not,” is to pro- 
voke the ‘‘I will.” Morals may be evoked by persuasion 
and argument, but by force never. 

That would be good sense, even though it were 
found in the Bible, but it evoked the mental pro- 
cesses of Mr. C. C. Moore, of the Blue Grass Blade, 
who believes in temperance as Superinduced by the 
club, and who accuses Mr. Shaw of writing for the 
unwashed “hoodlum masses.” It is sufficient to 
say that young Mr. Shaw is equal to the ocoa- 
sion, and that his powers of rhetoric enable him to 
knock Mr. Moore higher than Gilderoy’s kite. I 
quote a passage: 

If he [Moore] were capable of seeing beyond his own 
conclusions; if he were liberal enough to allow others to 
hav any conclusions; if he could discuss with a gentleman 
as a gentleman; if he could be made to understand that 
others are as capable of honestly taking and consoien- 
tiously holding a position on any subject, prohibition in- 
eluded, as himself; if he were not so ready to call those 
who, in obedience to honest convictions, differ with him, 
“liars, hypocrits,” etc.; in fact, if he could restrain his 
temper, Zhe Pulpit might, without danger of tarnishing 
and embittering its pure pages with the spleen which is 
ejected with his thought, and spread with his pen through- 
out his eftusions, invite him to a candid discussion of the 
subject so dear to his heart, of which he holds himself, 
armed with the above mentioned Blade, as champion, 
ready to do battle even, as the cherubims of yore waved 
their flaming swords in defense of Eden. 

A trifle rich in unpruned luxuriance of inveotiv, 
but demanded by the circumstances. Young Mr. 
Shaw will hold his own. The senior editor of the 
Pulpit also takes a hand in the debate, and if less 
rhetorical than the junior, he is sufficiently ‘severe. 
In all that I hav ever read of personal controversy 
I hav seen no better example of sarcasm than Mr. 
Shaw’s remark that while he does not consider Mr. 
Moore worthy of serious reply, “he is an admirable 
subject for a new beginner to practice upon.” 


The funeral of Prof. Thomas Henry Huxley was 
had at East Finchley on July 4th. Saving the in- 
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terment of the body, the proceedings were a mock- 
ery and a desecration, being conducted according 
to the ritual of the Church of England. Suppos- 
edly speaking on behalf of the deceased, the officiat- 
ing clergyman read the words: 
Christ, hav mercy upon us! 

Amos Waters was present, with Saladin and Fred- 
erick Millar. These “walked sadly away, thinking 
one thought—Superstition is endowed and for- 
tressed. It curses the cradle and the grave.” The 
dead man’s relativs missed one possible indignity. 
They might hav caused his works to be burned 
by the common hangman. 


Herbert Spencer has recently added a valuable 
term to the dictionary of definitions. He calls it 
the “ pseud-idea,” and it means sham thinking, or a 
thought that is not a thought. We hava vivid illus- 
tration of it, he says, in the assertion, not infre- 
quently made concerning some remarkable phenom- 
enon—-* Oh, it is caused by electricity ;” an asser- 
tion which, in both speaker and hearers, leaves a 
‘contented feeling that they understand the matter; 
the truth being that none of them has the remotest 
idea what electricity is, and none of them has the 
remotest idea how electricity, did they know its nat- 
ure, could produce the effect observed. What they 
take to be their ideas are siniply pseud or-false ideas. 
Mr. Spencer employs this illustration to show how 
little real meaning there is in Mr. Balfour’s propo- 
sition that “out of the depths of unfathomable 
mystery there emerge the certitudes of religion, the 
primary certitude being the existence of a rational 
author for the ordered system of phenomena.” I 
want to apply it to an example of the pseud-idea 
that falls conveniently under my eye. The other 
day Gen. Thomas J. Morgan, of these parts, de- 
livered a patriotic address on “ Building a Nation," 
and in casting about for a basis for his common- 
wealth he discovered, or said he did, that a nation 
having no earthly king must accept a heavenly one, 
and that, to be permanent, it must “rest upon 
God.”  Thereat every pious and imbecil hearer 
nodded assent and felt that the country was safe ; 
but, as in the case of those who accepted the elec- 
trical illustration, neither the speaker nor the hearer 
had a definit idea what God is; nor, if they had 
known or thought they knew what he is, could 
either hav told how to go about founding a nation 
on him. And what is true of General Morgan and 
his hearers is true of nearly all who talk and listen 
to theological discourse. It is mainly true, also, of 
a great deal that goes under the head of political 
and economic teaching. The thinking thought to 
be thought is sham thinking—a mere impression, 
and confused at that, like one gob of mud striking 
another. 

If those who speak and write, and those who 
listen or read, will keep in mind the difference be- 
tween the true idea and the pseud-idea they will 
not talk and write so much, nor will they accept so 
much as genuin thought which is in reality only aim- 
less and unguided mental divagation, resembling 
the coursing of a calf around a barnyard. It would 
put an end to preaching, which is a result that can’t 
very well be helped. 


In the July 6th issue of TuE TRUTH SEEKER the author 
of **Observations" in criticising the article of the Rev. 
J. J. Porter on (1) the advisory letter of Franklin to 
Paine says: “The facts, as recorded by Mr. Paine him- 
self, are that the first part of the ‘Age of Reason’ was 
written in 1798, being completed in December of that 
year, six hours before the author’s arrest took place. 
Franklin had then been dead about three years." Are 
we to infer from this (2) that Franklin had no knowledge 


of the nature of the first part of the ‘‘Age of Reason," 


or had not read the manuscript? In the first of this let- 
ter Franklin writes: ‘‘I hav read your manuscript with 
some attention,” etc. Iam unable to find in the biog- 
graphy or writing concerning Paine the time or date 
when he wrote the first part of ‘‘Age of Reason,” only 
when it was handed to Joel Barlow for publication just 
before his imprisonment, 1798. May it not hav been 
written a long time before this, judging from Paine’s 
own words in the beginning of this work where he writes, 
**Tt has been my intention for several years to publish 
[not write] my thoughts on religion?” 

Lee, N. Dak., July 20. H. O. SYVERTSON. 

Why does Mr. Syvertson say (1) “the advisory 
letter of Franklin to Paine,” when there is no evi- 
dence that it was addressed to Paine? Franklin’s 
biographer, Sparks, says that the letter was without 
date or direction, that it was first published by one 
William Temple Franklin, and the reader is kept 
guessing whether or not any original is in exist- 
ence. (2) In the preface to the second part of the 
« Age of Reason” Paine repeats his statement that 
he had long intended to publish his thoughts on 
religion, and then proceeds to detail the facts that 
led him to hurry the work. He says: ‘The cir- 
cumstances, however, which existed in France in 
the latter end of the year 1793 determined me to 
delay no longer.” He further describes his sur- 


roundings—“ the intolerant spirit of church perse- 
cution had transferred itself into politics — the 
tribunal styled revolutionary supplied the place of 
an Inquisition, and the guillotin and stake outdid 
the fire and the fagot of the church." He saw some 
of his most intimate friends destroyed, others car- 
ried daily to prison, and had reason to believe that 
the same danger was rpproaching himself. “Under 
these disadvantages,” he says, “ I began the former 
part of the ‘Age of Reason;’ I had besides neither 
Bible nor Testament to refer to.” From this it is 
reasonable to infer that the first part of the “Age 
of Reason” was written say in 1792-3, while the 
atrocities of the French Revolution were culminat- 
ing; for it was under such circumstances that the 
author tells us he “began” the work, and under the 
same circumstances he completed it six hours before 
his arrest. If he wrote the “Age of Reason” 
in Franklin’s time, when he was in America, his be- 
ing without a Bible is a puzzle; but in Paris, in 
1793, an English copy may hav been hard to come at. 

One sentence in the letter makes it questionable 
whether any man in his senses would hav addressed 
it to Paine—« Yeu might easily display your excel- 
lent talents of reasoning upon a less hazardous 
subject, and thereby obtain a rank with our most 
distinguished authors.” Such advice given to one 
who was not the best read writer of his day might 
be sound, if altogether worldly, but to Paine it 
would hav been empty. He had more readers than 
Franklin, he was already a distinguished author, 
and his subject, that of American independence, 
was the most “hazardous” he could hav chosen. 

If Benjamin wrote the letter, his advice about 
burning the “piece” before it was seen by any 
other person might better hav been followed by 
himself. Gro. E. MACDONALD. 

Tf. 


If, for the agony we suffer here, 

We are repaid in future happiness, 

Then what a joy hay some of us stored up; 

If, for the loss of all that we hold dear, 

If, for the misery and wretchedness, 

. If, for the bitter of life’s wormwood cup, 

At last the scale is balanced, what will be— 
To some—the pleasures of Eternity! 


Tf, for the suffering we cause to others, 
` The unkind words we might hav left unsaid, 

The heart-breaks we occasion; if, for all 
The needless sorrow we hav caused our brothers, 

It is repaid us after we are dead, 

’T were better for us that the shroud and pall 
Should end us utterly, than we should be 
Participants in that Eternity. 


Thus is it that we stand perplexed, uncertain. 
Some ills we bear, no doubt, and some create. 

Between the two the scales may turn contrary. 

And so we quake a little, ere the curtain 
Rises to let us look upon our fate; 

We quake and turn and dread, uncertain very 
Whether we wish to die quite dead, or be 
Chance-takers for this same Eternity. 

J. O. EDGERTON. 


Freethought Progress Abroad. 

The Dutch Freethinkers hav started & propaganda 
fund. °°." Women's rights are gaining ground rapidly 
in Holland. 

Our German friends hav formed the ‘‘ Freethought 
Society of the City of New York," and meet every first 
and third Sunday of the month at 3 o'clock at 212 E. Fifth 
street. 


At the International Freethought Congress to be held 
at Brussels, September 22-24, 1895, the following ques- 
tions will be discussed: 1. The Abolition of War. 2. Re- 
lation of the Church to the State. 3. The Equality of 
Man and Woman. 4. The Religious Emancipation of 
Woman. Freethinkers in the United States and Canada 
who wish to attend will please communicate with Gustave 
Nelson, M.D., Minden City, Mich., who, as member of 
the general council and correspondent for the United 
States and Canada, will giv desired information. Sec- 
ular papers please print this notice in each issue pub- 
lished until September 15, 1895. 


The Freethinkers of Belgium contemplate carrying the 
war of light into the dark province of Fianders. zin 
new Freethought society has been formed in Belgium, 
Les Disciples de Cesar De Paepe at Huy. °°. The 
Freethought Orphan Asylum at Mont. St. Amand, in 
Catholic Flanders, held, on January 6th, a New Year's 
celebration. The school has 160 inmates, and has earned 
the well-merited praise of all Freethinkers. ** Dur- 
ing the month of March Belgium had fifteen secular 
funerals reported. °°." The Freethought society of 
Charleroi, Belgium, instituted last Christmas a festival 
for ‘Old Age,” in which veteran Freethinkers, accom- 
panied by wives and children, marched through the 
atreets with flying banners and music. Speeches and a 
musical concert closed the celebration. * De Rede 
is the name of a new quarterly Freethought magazine 
published at Brussels, in the Dutch language, Its aim is 
to further the propaganda of Freethought. The first 
number contains six articles by well-known Dutch and 
Belgian Freethinkers. : 

Captain Otto Thomson has translated into Swedish 
Colonel Ingersoll’s ‘The Old and the New Religion.” 
We are glad to see our old friend back at work. : 
Fremad and Rodhuggeren, Scandinavian Populist 
papers, published in South Dakota and Minnesota re- 


spectivly, are doing good work for Freethought. But we 
are sorry to state that the editor of the former has had.to 
promis that no more articles like that of ** Peko’s ” shall 
appear, We believe the editor will not lose money by 
letting his paper become an ‘‘arena.” Will ‘‘ Peko” 
please send his address to Dr. Gustave Nelson, Minden 
City, Mich. .' Nya Sanningar, weekly, edited by 
Petrus Asplund, has reached us. The paper is bright and 
spicy. The articles by Moses are of special interest. 
This number contains a well-finished picture of Victor 
Lennstrand, and we hope soon to see one of Captain 
Thomson, whom the Swedish Freethinkers cannot honor 
too much. We advise all of our friends who on our. ad- 
vice subscribed for Fritankaren to transfer their allegi- 
ance to the new banner-bearer of Swedish Freethought. 
Address Nya Sanningar, Barnhusgatan 6, Stockholm, 
Sweden. Price, including postage, $1.25 a year. 
————— 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
& book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. i 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do. is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
TzuTH SELKER, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. ‘There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT ot his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


AUXILIARY WORK. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self. Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
* Self-Contradietions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute’ it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies toas many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate «Self-Contradictions " as well as the « Age 
of Reason." Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

—>— 


FRANKLIN Sreter lectures in Monroe, Ia., Aug. 2d ' 

r. J. M. Hart has built a hall in this place for the use 
of Liberals. Mr. Steiner expects to lecture in Newton, 
Ia., Aug. Ath. 
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Letters of (riends. 


Here They € ome Trooping. 
SAVANNAH, GA., July 16, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $3. Piease 
sevd Ture TRUTH SEEKER for one year, and 
** Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Yours, J. M. PALIN. 


PERRYVILLE, ARK., July 10, 1895. 
Mr. EniTon: Inelosed find $8. Please 
. send me ** Pictorial Text-Book” and Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year to W. G. 
Lipe. W. H. BLACE WELL, 


VALPARAISO, IND., July 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me THE 
TnurH SEEKER and the ‘ Freethinker’s 
Pictorial Text-Book" ia cloth. Inclosed 
find $4 in payment for the same. 
Mrs. SHELDON BEAoH. 


Sarr Laxe City, Uram, July 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: You will find inclosed $3, 
for which send me Tug TRUTH SEEKER for 
one year and the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pictorial 

Text-Book." Mns. F, ASHMAN, 


ParxER, Mass., July 16, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed please find $3, in 
payment for one year’s subscription to 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and ‘‘ Freethinker’s 
Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Respectfully, 


J. SIMMONS. 


Troy, N. Y., July 12, 1895. 
Mr. Envrror: Inclosed find $8, $5 for 
myself and $3 for Robert Wade, Alham- 
bra, Los Angeles county, California, to 
commence with No. 27, and for ** Pictorial 
Text-Book.” S. N, GARDNER. 


COPPEROPOLIS, CAL., July 8, 1895. 
Mz, Eprron: For the inclosed $3 please 
send me THe TaoTH SEEKER for one year 
and the ''Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book," as per advertisement, and oblige 
Yours truly, S. H. Pinney. 


U.S. S. Fien Hawk, i 
PonrrAND, Me., July 12, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: Seeing your advertisement 
in the Freethought Magazine, I inclose 
$3, for which please send me the ‘‘ Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" and Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year. 

OLE OLSEN, 


VERA CRUZ, IND., July 15, 1895. 
Mr, Eprror: Please find inclosed $4 
for which send Tug Trura SEEKER for one 
year to Isaac Gehring, and ‘‘ Pictorial 
Text-Book” to myself. For the other 
dollar send four copies of ‘‘Age of Reason” 
to the names given. 


Yours, I. Wanner. 


Danvituz, Wis., July 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed you will find $3, 
for which you will please send me TEHE 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year and *'* Picto- 
rialText-Book." Iam very much pleased 
with the paper and the principles it ad- 
vances, and I can assure you, dear sir, 
that where I know of any possibility of 
gaining a new subscriber Í will do what I 

can for the paper. MzionRAEL Ryan. 


Ipano Spaines, Cou., June 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed you will find $6, 
for which send THe TRUTH SEEKER for 
one year and your “Pictorial Text-Book ” 
to the undersigned. 

One can but admire the grand fight you 
are making through the columns of your 
paper for religious freedom in America, 
and you can count on two true converts to 
your church in Mr. Lacoy and myself. 
We both wish you well in your fight, and 
may in the future be able to assist youin a 


more substantial way. MERIT OWEN, 
Housert Laocoy. 


Rioumonp Hrun, N. Y., July 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please send Tue TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book." I am very much pleased 
with your paper, and, judging from the 
few specimen copies I hav had the pleasure 
of reading, I think it is filling a noble rank 
in the battle against error and supersti- 
tition, and in warning the American people 
against the dangers of priestcraft and the 
union of church and state, which, in every 
step, phase, and feature, tends only to hu- 
man slavery and the decivilization of the 


country or countries wherein its power is 
felt. 

Freethought and superstition will not 
mix; they are the fruits of different trees 
entirely, and where the latter has flour- 
ished the most, history has been the dark- 
est. And, strange as it may appear, super- 
Stition is born of religion; or, in other 
words, show us a man with a religion, and 
we will show you a superstitions man. But 
Freethought is the only antidote. 

Yours respectfully, T. L. BEEBE. 


Cannot Keep the Candle. 

Sureve, O., July 16, 1895. 
Mr. Evrron: Inclosed find $1, for which 
please send me two copies of the ** Candle 
from Under the Bushel," and one ‘‘ Bible 
Morals.” This makes four ‘‘ Candles from 
Under the Bushel " for which I hav sent. 
It is nota very good book to keep, as every- 

body who sees one wants it. 
Yours, eto., H. J. COLLIER. 


For Twenty-Four Months Longer. 

Ek Grove, CAL., July 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I send $5 for two years’ 
renewal It is but a poor acknowledg- 
ment of the profound sense of personal 
obligation that you hav placed me under 
by the gallant and efficient struggle you 
are making for the cause of Civilization 
vs. Barbarism. I shall ever remain your 

debtor, J: CAPLES, 


Sorry He's Late. 
Cantrin, IA., July 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I feel glad to be able to 
address you again, and you probably feel 
like hearing from me, as I am a little be- 
hind on my paper. I guess it is all right. 
Please send me THE TRUTH SEEKER for six 
months, and Greg’s ‘‘Creed of Chris- 
tendom," and in this letter you will find 
$2.75. Wishing you success, 
Yours respeotfully, 


ALEX, Fix. 


Those Who Would Cannot. 
Evour, N. Y., July 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I see by the tab on my 
wrapper that Iam in debt for one week, 
80 I will send $3 to pay for another year 
for the best paper I eversaw. I would 
like ** Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought ” and several other books, but am 
not able to raise any more money now, 80 
wil hav to make THE TRUTH SEEKER do. 
All numbers go out on missionary work, 
but none who wonld like it are able to pay 
for the paper. 
Wishing a grand success to Tug TRUTA 
SEEKER and Heston, the artist, 
Yours truly, Warten C, BARRUS, 


A Light Set On a Hill. 
CaTHLAMET, Wasa., July 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Permit me to invite all 
persons who see this communication to at- 
tend the Secular Sunday-school held at 
Labor Hall, Union block, First and Stark 
streets, Portland, Or., at eleven in the fore- 
noon, and in the evening. The lectures 
and literary exercises are the best I ever 
heard. Miss Nettie Olds, although a mere 
schoolgirl, is a prodigy, and will, in a few 
years, become one of the leading women 
of this nation. 

Liberals, an annual contribution from 
you to this deserving genius would make 
this school a model for Liberal work in 
other cities and bless our cause beyond 
conception. €. Braz, 


Mortnary—Nicholas Strader. 


Linoou, Kax., July 18, 1895. 

Mz. EnprTon: I write this to let you and 
all who read Tue TRUTH SEEKER know of 
the death of a comrade in the Freethought 
cause, Mr. Nicholas Strader, of Maple- 
wood, Otter Tail county, Minn. 

He had been sick since April 24th, and 
died June 30th. He had been a Free- 
thinker for many years, and died as he 
had lived. The Christians tried hard to 
take advantage of a grief-stricken poople, 
but they failed, and Mr. Strader’s requests 
were carried out as nearly as was possi- 
ble. Mr. W. H, Slater delivered a secular 
funeral address that was praised by all 
who heard it. 

Mr. Strader was a kind and loving hus- 
band and father, and he has left many rel- 
ativs and friends, who are deeply grieved 
by his death. He was honest in all his 
dealings, and always willing to giv & help- 
ing hand to those in need. He wasa great 


— 


admirer of Paine, Ingersoll, Putnam, and 
all others who hav tried to make the world 
better. A. PRESTON. 


That Sounds Just Like Him. 
New Hanrronp, ILa., July 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inolosed find $5 for another 

year’s subscription and the $2.75 Free- 
thinker’s Badge Pin. No. 26 failed to get 
here; if you hav an extra, please send it. 
I hav no suggestions to make on the mat- 
ter contained in THE TRUTH SEEKER, and 
shali not ask you to reduce the price. If 
I did not think the paper well worth the 
money I should not take it, and although 
I know you must be always glad to be told 
just what to print, I can only suggest that 
you print what you damn please. In other 
words, I hav no kick coming on the man- 
agement of the best and cheapest paper 
that comes to my address. 


Respectfully, Meu Piero. 


Respects Other Stu tents of Nature. 
San Franorsco, Car., Jan 25, 1895. 

Mr. Horror: Inclosed please find $5, to 
renew my subscription to TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER for two years. 

I received ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and like it very much. I 
liked the portraits, but would like more of 
them, such as Draper, Winchell, Combe, 
Proctor, and Laplace—great scientists all 
—as their opinions carry great weight with 
people in forming conclusions. I was 
talking with a clergyman about theolcgy, 
and told him that a personal God was un- 
known to our best scholars. He replied, 
** Much learning makes men mad." 

I hav just witnessed the death of an out- 
and.out Freethinker, a very moral, ami- 
able, and refined woman. She had con- 
sumption, and had a long time to think of 
death, but died perfectly happy. She 
requested that there be no praying or 
ceremonies at her funeral, and that her 
body be cremated, and it was done just as 
she desired. So you see an Atheist can 
die just as happy as a Christian. 

And, now, wishing you much success in 
your efforts to enlighten the people, I re- 
main, Yours, eto., G. W. Doane, 


His Sunday Companion and Instructor. 
HAwTHORNE, l4., July 7, 1895. 
Ms. EprToB: In reading over the letters 
to THE Trota Szrxer I thought I would 
add one more to the waste basket. THE 
TRUTH SEKKER letters do not diminish in 
interest, and Friend Putnam’s letters are 
unusually interesting, It would seem dull 
these breezy Sunday afternoons without 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER., I often tell Chris- 
tians that I think that there can be no 
heaven, because if we did go there it could 
not be a heaven to us to know that our 
friends were going to hell, which we could 
not help knowing. We hav only one 
neighbor who wil read Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER and Liberal books. The ** Candle 
From Under the Bushel ” is certainly ap- 
propriately named. It shows that the 
whole story of the Bible is contrary to 
reason. I hav always wauted the ‘‘Gods 
and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times," by D. M. Bennett, and think that 
the next book I get will be that. Last 
week's illustration was an appropriate.one 
—Freethought building a bridge to the 
Future and constructing the floor of the 
planks of the Demands of Libralism. 
WALTER RUNNELS. 


A Very Common Error, Then. 


CriNTON, Ia., July 16, 1895. 

Mr. EprTroR: Inclosed find $2 from Mr. 
Ellison, for he is highly pleased with the 
book. He is a convert of whom I am 
proud. 

Allow me to call attention to what is in- 
tended to be a Scotch proverb that I hav 
seen in the newspapers sometimes, and it 
just runs in my mind that Tua TRUTH 
SEEKER may hav been one of the papers 
in which it appeared. It may be of little 
consequence, only I always think that if a 
quotation or proverb is attempted, it might 
as well be correct. In the case I speak of, 
the words given were, ‘‘Mony a mickle 
maks a muckle.” You will see the point 
when I tell you that mickle and muckle 
are two forms of the same word, used in 
different parts of the country. In Forfar- 
shire, where I was born, we called it 
muckle; in the south and west counties it 


was mickle. It means a large quantity, 
and the proverb in correct wording, as we 
had it, was, ** Mony littles maks a muckle,” 
or it would be correct enough to say, 
** Many a little makes a meickle.” Glad to 
know that Samuel is enjoying himself 
among the ‘‘ furriners.” 
Fraternally, James A. Gremnarmn, 


Will Abide in Our Camp. 
Monpauwis, Ia., July 15, 1895. 

Mr, Eprror: I hav been an occasional 
reader of your valuable paper for several 
years, and a regular trial-trip subscriber 
for the past four months, and, I must say, 
the longer I read it the better I like it. I 
admire, and fully indorse, your position 
on the Sunday rest question. I hav always 
contended that to hay equal justice to all 
citizens, my neighbor and myself should 
be protected in our different vocations on 
Sunday as well as other days, whether in 
weeding the garden, attending prayer- 
meeting, preaching, in fishing, playing 
baseball, or other games, eto., as long as 
we did not molest or disturb one another 
in our different amusements or work. 
Your attitude in regard to the Bible in 
public schools, taxation of church prop- 
erty, God-in-the-Constitution, A. P. A.'s, 
and all other religious issues, just suits my 
case and fills the bill exactly. I herewith 
inclose $6.50, for which please send **Four 
Hundred Yearsof Freethought” and Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER as per announcement. 

Although there are quite a number of 
Liberals and Freethinkers in this com- 
munity, as far as I know there are but two 
subsoribers, Mr. Eric Johnson and myself. 
We are doiug a little missionary work by 
loaning our papers where we think they will 
do the most good, and we hope to be able, 
in the near future, to send you some sub- 
stantial evidence in the way of subscrip- 
tions to Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

For reform, J, L, MoCuannanan. 


A Confession. 
Oscar, I. T., July 20, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: For nine long years I was 
aslave to superstition until I met a Free- 
thinker, who, by his reason and kindness, 
caused me to think and investigate the 
claims of Christianity. I first read ‘‘ The 
Interview,” by R. G. Ingersoll, who used 
such argument that no honest person 
could deny. Then I began to read '* The 
World's Sixteen Crucified Saviors,” by 
Graves. Itis a book that will kill the ar- 
gument of any minister. After reading a 
portion of this book I purchased ‘‘ Wit, 
Wisdom, and Eloquence,” by Ingersoll, 
And after that I said, Henceforth I will be 
a free man, and never will I again, while 
E liv, bow in worship to the ** God of the 
Jews." And I want to say that the re- 
mainder of my life I will do what little I 
can to make my fellowmen free men in- 
stead of slaves to superstition, and I am 
thankful that I am free myself, and will 
always bless the day when I began to in- 
vestigate Christianity. The only thing 
that I regret is that I did not begin sooner, 
and that I hav preached the *'blessed 
gospel of Christ.” 

Iam boarding with Mr. J, Q. Hardy, a 
Freethinker, and I get a chance to read 
your paper. I love to read the grand 
truths it contains. Should some honest 
Christian see this, let me ask him a few 
questions: Is God a kind and merciful 
God? | If so, then don’t you think that he 
made a mistake when he created man? 
Don’t you think he showed his kindness 
when he caused the bears to destroy those 
little children when they made sport of 
Elisha’s bald head? Don't you think 
Christ lied when he said that ‘These 
signs shall follow them that believe; in 
my name shall they cast out devils,” eto. 
(Mark xvi, 17, 18)? If anyone will cast 
out a devil, or heal the sick, or drink any 
deadly poison and still liv, and do these 
things by the power of that old ‘“Jehovah,”’ 
then Christ did not lie, but if the Ohris- 
tian cannot do tbese things, then the book 
is fa'se in that one place. Again, Ex, 
xxxiii, says that God talked face to face 
with Moses, and in the same chapter it 
says that ‘‘ No man shall see God and liv.” 
Is not this a contradiction? I could quote 
many other passages to show the kindness 
of that God, but fear that this will find 
the waste-basket instead of a place in your 
paper. Iam yoursfor humanity and intel- 
leotugl liberty, Luz P. MANSFIELD, 


AvavsT 2, 1895] 
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Shakspere—Putnam. 
Lexineton, Ky., July 15, 1895, 

Mr. Eprror: The burning spirit of 
piety, or rather the inspiration, of the 
Bible is found embodied in the interpola- 
tions which dot its pages. 

There is no advance upon heathenism in 
the sacred volume except that expressed 

. in the scraps from secular or stoical phi- 
losophers, borrowed occasionslly from 
every available source, and this is mixed 
with expressions of blind unreasoning de- 
votion to an immoral God. Nothing 
else is there to vary the sense of desola- 

` tion and vulgarity inflicted upon the 
reader. But the idealism or true inspira- 
tion of Shakspere excels in refinement 
that of any other writer, ancient or mod- 
ern. We do not speak of blemishes, for 
he does not pretend to be perfect. 

The noble virtues taught by the ances- 
tors of Confucius, and which are alluded 
to in the fifth chapter of Matthew, giv 
great dignity to the Bible. But greater 
than these are the exalted conceptions of 
our bard in question, which land him and 
us in a heaven of thought far above the 
humdrum orthodox angels of Milton and 
Watts. 

When Pericles finds his daughter, the 
holy sweetness of the scene is far superior 
to the criminal falsehood of the fable 
miracle-stories of the Old and New Testa- 
ments. What the Bible contains of mod- 
esty, benevolence, justice, humility, forti- 
tude, patience, and love, is comprised in 
the one sentence, ''The fear of God," 
which last, being an incongruous jumble 
of ideas and sentiments, deserves the 
name of fraud. 

Perhaps questions like the following oo- 
cur in secular catechisms : 

Would an inspired writer speak of the 
existence of light before the creation of 
the source of light? Would a holy deity 
giv orders to an army to commit outrages 
common in ancient warfare? When Sisera 
gained a victory, would a good God be 
pleased with the idea of giving ‘‘ to every 
soldier a damsel or two?” Would a re- 
spectable God command you to offer 
tainted meat to strangers, or the taking 
possession of jewelry belonging to ene- 
mies? Could a life like that of Hosea be 
construed into a strict regard for the in- 
junction, ** Without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord?" 

Nothing can excel the beauty of. Mr. 
S. P. Putnam's style:in the letters con- 
tributed to THE TRUTH SEEKER weekly, 
together with the richness and complete- 
ness of the information received. So 
graphic are his descriptions that we seem 
to be on the spot, viewing the scene drawn 
in all its splendor of light and shade by his 
powerful pen. ALHAZA. 


Buttons Made of Human Bones - A Lie. 
Sr. Jacos, Iru., July 16, 1895, 

Mr. Eprtor: If you will allow a raw lad 
in literature a little space, I'll say a word 
or two on the ''Buttons Made of Hu- 
man Bones." Ashort time ago the news 
(so-called) was circulated through our vil- 
lage by a few orthodox gentlemen whom I 
personally know, and with whom I greatly 
differ, that when Thomas Paine died, and 
was expressed to the place where he wished 
to be buried, no one could be found who 
eould be induced to bury his remains; 
that the corpse was sold at public auction 
for a trifle, and that the purchaser, after 
being informed of his bad investment, yet 
wanting to realize something out of his 
deal, set to work and made buttons out of 
the bones of Thomas Paine. A sublime 
thonght and deed! . 

But, first, let it be put down that if this 


is so, it took place in an orthodox com-. 


munity, or where there were Christian 
ministers who claim to be. the spirit- 
ual advisers of men and their conscience 
keepers; where religious persecution and 
state hypocrisy waved the black banner; 
where religion raised its hateful and re- 
vengeful voice; where Christianity, robed 
and dressed in the garments that were sat- 
urated in the holy water of baptism, sought 
to defame, to destroy, to damn the souls 
of honest investigators—of men who man- 
fully labored for the good of the world. 
If this was done, the believers in an eter- 
nal hell did it. And right here we may 
truthfully say that the graduates from the 
school of slander, those who are better 


qualified than anybody else for tearing 
down the character of man and woman 
and trampling them in the dust, are the ex- 
pounders of gospel Christianity. I am 
really sorry that Christianity has repre- 
sentatives of this kind. They are jealous 
because they do not know where Moses 
was buried, if he was buried at all; and, 
therefore, make the unlearned believe that 
for Thomas Paine there was no burial spot. 
But suppose that buttons were made of 
the bones of Thomas Paine, and I could 
purchase one of them, I would consider 
myself very fortunate, and would wear it 
in remembrance of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, in the name of liberty, and 
in honor of the human race. I would 
wear it because he was among the first who 
stood for a republican form of government 
on this side of the ocean; because he was 
one of the heroes who built out of thirteen 
little sea-shore states the American repub- 
lic; because he gave to us ** The Crises,” 
** Common Sense;” to man ‘‘The Rights 
of Man," and to the world at large the 
‘Age of Reason.” Thomas Paine was 
one of those who made the world better 
for having lived; and if we only had a few 
more statesmen like him to-day to attack 
the laws made for the protection of the 
Sabbath and creeds, the liberty of our 
country would be secure. 
C. J. MAURER. 


A Law of Development, 


July 17, 1895. 

Mr. Enprror: Allow me to call your read- 
ers’ attention to a theory of mine, affect- 
ing Materialism, Spiritualism, and the 
distribution of matter throughout space. 

Irecognize another element in the uni- 
verse not recognized, as far as I know, by 
any one else; if so it is not understood as 
I understand it. Cold and electricity are 
the popular names of this element, heat 
and life its most prominent effects. This 
element is the life and only life of the uni- 
verse. It distributes matter in space ac- 
cording to a natural law, putting it into all 
shapes in which we see it. 

This element works continually, tearing 
down and building up worlds and solar 
systems, according to a fixed Jaw. If this 
element was removed from the universe, 
matter would fill space with an equal dens- 
ity in the form of a gas. There is hardly 
any doubt about the sun being in a gase- 
ous state; and should it become solid and 
dark—which is possible—it would raise the 
temperaturo of all the planets in the solar 
system, instead of cooling them as gener- 
ally supposed; and the planetary orbits 
would increase in length many thousand 
miles. Following my theory further, if 
the earth were to fall toward the sun it 
would never strike it, but pass on beyond, 
and in a year or so would be again out in 
space on an orbit around the sun many 
million miles longer than it has to-day, but 


would gradually come back to its present 


orbit. Without this element there would 
be no motion of the other elements. Man's 
mind is nothing but this element working 
through natural laws similar to the work- 
ing of an electric motor. Living men 
can communicate their thoughts through 
this element, but dead men are like an 
electric motor whose material has re- 
turned to the elements from which it came. 
As I recognize nothing in man but the ele- 
ments, and death as his end so far as men- 
taloperations are concerned, yet believe in 
a possible foundation for Spiritualism, I 
will giv some reasons for my belief: If we 
acknowledge the possibility of other hu- 
man beings living on other planets, we 
must acknowledge the possibility of their 
being much higher developed mentally 
than we are. I believe we claim to hav an 
instrument so delicate as to be affected by 
the roaring of the flames in the sun. That 
being the case, what is to prevent the 
mind of man from becoming so delicate as 
to be affected by the mind or minds of men 
thousands of miles away? If they can be 
aftected by one another when thousands of 
miles apart, what will prevent them from 
communicating with one another though 
living on different planets? The brain 
and nerves in the human body are the 
most perfect electric instruments on this 
earth, and yet they are susceptible of im- 
provement. 

If we see an electric instrument adjust- 
ing itself to every variation in the temper- 


ature, promptly and accurately, we call it 
perfect. But if it goes by jerks and jumps, 
sometimes not moving at all, we do not 
depend on it. So with the human mind; 
a perfect mind would be one that instantly 
recognized right and followed it; one that 
would change every moment if necessary 
in order to get on the right side. As we 
become higher developed mentally, we are 
easier influenced by reason. On the prin- 
ple of mental development stands the In- 
fidel; next are what we may call uuedu- 
eated but tolerably well-posted men; hizh 
school aud college graduates next—the 
exceptions are few but worthy of honor. 
Going on down we find modern preachers, 
Christian believers generally, statesmen, 
saloon keepers, and sporting men gener- 
ally, all in the same grade mentally, and, 
of course, morally. If you had time you 
might go down the scale till you struck 
mud or bottom, and find my test of men- 
tal development true in every case. Some 
time in the near future I will try to ex- 
pound the law by which the planets were 
distributed through the solar system. 
This law will hold good on the earth, also 
throughout the universe. 
James W. Moonzx. 


Too Much for the Editor. 


TAYLOR, Miss., July 6, 1895. 

Eprrog Commercial-Appeal: Your edi. 
torial in the Commercial-Appeal of the 
5th, concerning the persecution of 
Seventh-Day Adventists, for violation of 
Sunday laws, shows a total misconception 
of the principle involved. It seems to you 
harsh and cruel that a man should be pun- 
ished for worshiping God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience. Has it 
never occurred to you that there is a large 
and increasing class of citizens who, for 
reasons satisfactory to themselvs, hav no 
desire to ** worship" anything? And is it 
notequally as wrong to punish them for 
the violation of such a law as it is in the 
case of the Seventh-Day Adventists? 

All such statutes are invasions of the 
equal rights before the law of all citizens, 
and they should therefore not be modified 
in the interests of any particular class, but 
should be abolished entirely. There can 
be no civil basis for such Jaws; no one has 
ever demonstrated or can demonstrate the 
fact that any act which society punishes as 
a crime is more or less criminal according 
to the day on which it occurs, or that any 
act cau be made a crime on one day out of 
seven, while on the remaining six days it 
is regarded as not only harmless, but act- 
ually promotiv of the general welfare, 

Plowing, running trains, and publishing 
newspapers are occupations in which it is 
usually regarded as highly commendable 
‘for men to engage. Why, then, do they 
become so fraught with danger to the so- 
cial fabric when it is proposed to carry 
them on seven days in the week instead of 
only six? 5 

The hypocrisy of the contention that 
these laws are merely to secure every one 
in the enjoyment of one day’s rest in seven 
is evident when we contemplate the ideal 
day of rest which the Sunday reformers 
hav set up, and which they are pursuing 
with such zeal. All places of amusement 
elosed, no transportation facilities, no 
mail, telegraph, or Sunday newspapers; 
nothing to disturb the holy calm except 
the clanging of church bells and the echo 
of the footsteps of the latter-day Puritan 
as he wends his way to chapel, keeping a 
sharp look-out the while for such unlucky 
mortals as may happen to offend his sense 
of the fitness of things; nothing, in fact, 
for the weary mortal seeking rest but the 
churches and the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. The situation of the individ- 
ual between the devil and the deep blue 
sea could not be more hopeless! 

So long as there is no evidence of a con- 
certed attempt on the part of some people 
to deprive others of needed rest, we may 
safely assume that every individual is the 
best judge of the time necessary for him 
to consume in the recuperation of his 
wasted energies. Indeed, somany people 
are born tired that it would seem a bad 
policy on the part of the state to encourage 
in its citizens the habit of resting to any 
great extent. We may be sure that 
people will take all the rest necessary for 
their health without being driven to it by 

sheriffs and policemen. It would not be 


difficult to convince any sensible person of 
this, but unfortunately some people are 
not sensible when questions affecting their 
religious prejudices are involved. 

They hav been so long accustomed to 
being guided by the voice of Authority, 
and turning a deaf ear to that of Reason, 
that they are incapable of seeing the right 
of any one to reject their dogmas. Hence, 
when an otherwise law-loving citizen ven- 
tures to deny their right to compel him to 
devote a certain portion of his time to rest, 
he is at once denounced as an enemy of 
society, and one who would undermine 
that most distinctiv American institution, 
the American Sabbath. He must not only 
be compelled to rest by law, but he must 
rest on aday and in a manner prescribed 
by law. So fearful are these self-appointed 
regulators of society that we will not take 
enough rest on Sunday to enable us to re- 
sume our arduous labors on Monday, that 
we are even to be deprived of all opportu- 
nities for amusement and instruction on 
that day! Such fanaticism may succeed 
for a while, but the inevitable reaction will 
come, and when it does come it will be 
complete. Doubtless, many people are 
conscientious in their belief that great 
evils would follow the secularization of the 
Christian Sabbath. Such belief, however, 
does not warrant them in employing force 
in preserving it. They should learn a les- 
son from the facts of history as to the effect 
which follows the use of the ‘‘secular arm” 
in such matters. 

Has Christianity any added prestige on 
account of the horrors of the Inquisition? 
Is the history of the crusades so inspiring 
as to encourage modern Knights of the 
Cross in imitating the methods of the Cru. 
saders in convincing the ‘‘ Infidel” of the 
error of his way? Has the number of 
witches been sensibly diminished by the 
imprisoning and hanging of a dozen or 
more at Salem about two centuries ago? 
Doubtless, about as many are in existence 
now as could be found at any time previ- 
ous to that memorable event! 

The impossibility of making Christians 
by such methods would seem to hav been | 
fully demonstrated. The strict enforce- 
ment of Sunday laws will not be followed 
by the results hoped for by their most ar- 
dent advocates. Men may be imprisoned 
and punished for violation of such laws, 
and the only effect will be to cause their 
injustice to be more universally recog- 
nized. Your statement that there are cases 
where the civil law cannot recognize the 
right to worship according to the dictates 
of one’s own conscience is correct in ex- 
ceptional instances. But that has nothing 
to do with the point at issue. The en- 
forcement of Sunday laws is not a step in 
the direction of religious liberty, it is a 
step toward the establishment of religious 
tyranny. 

No one has been found who would 
abridge the liberty the Adventists enjoy of 
worshiping on Saturday if they wish. The 
‘question of whether they worship or do 
not worship is not involved. What we hav 
to decide is whether or not they hav the 
right to pursue their ordinary vocations 
on a day which their neighbors wish kept 
“ holy" for their especial benefit. There 
ean be but one method of reaching a deci- 
sion on such a question, and that is, to re- 
ject the considecation of all claims based 
on the religious or other prejudices of a 
particular class of people, and to determin 
merely whether one citizen invades the 
rights of another when he works or plays 
on a day which the other has selected as a 
day of worship. 

This is the correct way of approaching 
the subject, and if it were adopted the ab- 
surdity of Sunday laws would be evident 
to all, for no one could discover any 
rights possessed by any one which would 
be invaded by other people pursuing their 
usual occupations on any of the seven days ~ 
of the week. à 

This would seem to be a good opportu- 
nity for a practical application of the 
Golden Rule, since it is certain that the 
advocates of Sunday laws would be very 
much aggrieved if, the conditions being 
reversed, the Seventh-Day Adventists 
should decide to establish Saturday as the 
only day of worship. R. L. TAYLOR. 
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" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Punctuation Points. 


Rix little marks from school are we, 

Very important, all agree. 

Tilled to the brim with mystery, 
Six little marks from school. 


One little mark is round and small, 
But where it stands the voice must fall. 
At the close of a sentence all 

Place this little mark from school.(.) 


One little mark, with gown a trailing, . 

Holds up the voice, never failing, 

Tells you not long to pause when hailing 
This little mark from school.) 


If, out of breath, you chance to meet 

Two little dots, both round and neat, 

Pause, and these tiny guardsmen greet— 
These little marks from school.(:) 


When shorter pauses are your pleasure, 

One trails his sword—takes half the measure, 

Then speeds you on to seek new treasure, 
This little mark from school.(;) 


One little mark, ear-shaped, implies 
* Keep up the voice—await replies,” 
To gather information tries, 

This little mark from school.(?) 


One little mark, with an exclamation, 

Presents itself to your observation, 

And leaves the voice at an elevation, 
This little mark from school.(!) 


Six little marks! Be sure to heed us. 

Carefully study, write and read us, 

For you can never cease to need us, 
Six little marks from school. 


—St. Nicholas. 
PE = ae CPC CM 
Seienee Lesson. 
A CunioUs SPINNER. 

Jenny eame running in the house with 
her white apron covered with very curious 
little red-headed creatures. ‘‘ Look,” she 
said, ‘‘the fences and trees are full of 
them. Whatare they?” Yellow in color, 
with fonr short yellow brushes on their 
backs, two black plumes forward, and one 
backward, of their bodies, with a brown- 
ish-black stripe along the top of the back, 
and a wider one on each side, with bright 
red heads and two small red knobs on the 
ninth and tenth segments, they were in- 
deed pretty to look upon. 

They were little spinners, or, in other 
words, caterpillars, creeping slowly along, 
minding their own business, paying no at- 
tention to anybody or anything, and this 
year they are uncommonly numerous, de- 
stroying the leaves of elm, horse-chestnut, 
plum, apple, and other trees, for they are 
voracious eaters. 

«What do they then, when they are 
filled up?” inquired Jenny. 

** Let us see if we can find out, Jenny,” 
said the sister Grace, who had not to go 
far to find a handful of cocoons. The 
caterpillar has made this little bed for him- 
self, spinning the material from his body. 
What a downy bed it is with three egg- 
shaped bran-like scales on the top. 

** How long will he stay in there?" ques- 
tioned Jenny. 

** He will sleep in his bed, or chrysalis, 
just eleven days, and then he will come 
forth a new creature. If a female, there 
will be no wings, but, if a male, there will 
be grayish wings, crossed by wavy dark 
bands on the upper pair, on which will be 
a black dot, and a tiny white crescent near 
the outside angle. Its body will be small 
and slender, with a tufted back, and its 
wings will be nearly two inches from tip 
to tip. I said the females had no wings, 
but on each shoulder of its gray body there 
can be seen two little scales which would 
seem to be intended for wings. 

‘When they awake from their slumbers 
they meet their mates, and then they lay 
their eggs on top of the coeoon or ona 
leaf, rolling it up, covering them carefully 
with a sticky sort of froth which dries hard 
in the air. The Germans call these moths 
streckfissige spinner, the French, pattes 
etendues, and the English, vaporer moths, 
because the males go flying about in the 
day-time, while most other kinds of the 
moth family only come out nights." 

“Do tell more about caterpillars,” said 
Jenny, with wide-open eyes, and eager in- 
terest in every feature. 

** Well, the caterpillars are the babies of 


the moths and butterflies, aren't they?" 
inquired Grace. ‘‘ They are noted for be- 
iug great gluttons while they do eat, and 
are very extravagant in their families. 
This kind is called the Tussock. 

‘*There is authority for saying that a fe- 
male moth usually lays from two hundred 
to five hundred eggs, a thousand of the 
different species of moths and butterflies 
would therefore produce on an average 
three hundred thousand caterpillars. 
Should one-half this number be females, 
they will send out into the world forty-five 
millions of caterpillars in the second and 
fifty millions in the third generation. We 
cannot help observing them, if for no 
other reason than the destruction they 
bring to vegetation.” 

**But thev are made nicely," suggested 
Jenny. *'*'Yes, feartully and wonderfully 
made. Just as much asa man. They hav 
round bodies, from ten to sixteen legs, 
with claws or hooks at the ends; a fine little 
Shelly head, coral in color, or brown, with 
strong jaws at the sides of the mouth that 
open and shut sidewise. In the center of 
the under lip is a small tube, which they 
use in spinning from the fluid of their 
bodies fine threads which they use in 
building their homes." 

** And are caterpillars really spinners?” 
and Jenny appeared more mystified than 
ever. 

**Indeed they are, fine spinners,” said 
Grace. ‘‘The apple-tree caterpillar and 
the silkworm make a great deal of silk. 
Look ast your silk pocket-handkerchief, 
and your pongee gown—the silk-worm 
made them for you.” 

** My silk gloves, too?” queried the little 
maiden. 

**Certainly, and your silk stockings. 
Caterpillars hav six eyes, three on each 
side, but some think they cannot see. I 
think they can to some extent, though I 
never examined a caterpillar’s eye. I be- 
lieveI will put one under the microscope," 
said Grace. 

‘They change their skins four times 
before they get their growth, you know. 
The evolution from a caterpillar into a 
moth or butterfly is very great. Its shape 
is altered and wings grow where before 
there were no wings. Its taste is differ- 
ent, and it no longer likes greens, as green 
leaves of trees upon which it feasted when 
a caterpillar, but subsists chiefly on water 
and the delicate essence of flowers. 

** While itisin chrysalis or cocoon is the 
the time to destroy these harmful little 
spinners if you wish to save the trees. 
You will find them hidden slong on the 
fences and walls, very thick where there 
are trees. And you know the green leaves 
are the lungs of the trees, so to speak, and 
when destroyed in the summer, the tree 
cannot breathe, and without breathing it 
must die.” 

‘‘ The caterpillar does not know what it 
is doing,” protested Grace, as she pro- 
duced another variety, fat and brown. 
“Here is a ‘woolly bear'—does he do 
harm also?” The ‘‘woolly bear" rolled 
over in her hand, and seemed to say he 
would not hurt a tree fcr all the world. 

‘The ‘woolly bears’ are all right, and 
not numerous enough to do great injury," 
and Grace explained his passage into a 
butterfly. 

“I ?"gpose," pondered Jenny, '* that 
God made caterpillars if he made any- 
thing, and I told old Deacon Nesbitt so 
when I saw him just now, going around 
cutting off the heads of these little spinners 
with a jackknife. I asked him if God 
didn’t mean for them to liv, just the same 
as he, and if he (God) didn’t make the trees 
for them te hav something to eat, too. And 
he told me to shut my mouth up and go 
home. Once I caught a butterfly and 
showed it to him, and he said it was an 
emblem of the resurrection, and some 
day we would all be butterflies—that is, 
flying angels. But wouldn’t we hay to be 
caterpillars first? Speak, Grace.” 

** According to observation we would. 
Ministers and others often use the but- 
terfly as a symbol of the resurrection, but 
itis not & good one, for the life of the 
moth or butterfly is transient. It goes 
dancing about from flower to flower for 
only afew days. It accomplishes its mis- 
sion, and perpetuates its species, when it 
dies for good and all. It has a happy time 


while it does live, but when death over-| 


takes it, it is known no more forever.” 


**PII tell Deacon Nesbitt that he can’ 
be a butterfly because he isn’t a caterpil- 
lar,” said Jenny, running away, laughing. 

S. H. W. 


Questions.—What is a cocoon? Of what 
and how is it made? ‘Describe the trans- 
formation of the caterpillar as far as you 
can. By what name are these moths 
known to the Germans?--the French? —the 


English? What are the caterpillars? What 
is their greatest characteristic? Are the 
female moths very prolific? Describe the 
offspring of the moth. Who furnishes ma- 
terial for our silken garments? Tell of 
the change of diet after the transforming 
process? When should these creatures be 
destroyed, if they become pests? What 
about the leaves of a tree? What can you 
tell, if anvthing, of the caterpillar known 
as the ‘‘ Woolly bear ?" If Deacon Nes- 
bitt believed God made the caterpillar, 
had he any moral right to destroy it? Is 
the butterfly a good symbol of the resur- 
rection of the body? If not, why? What 
is the object of the life of a caterpillar or 
moth? 
IA e aec ee, 


A Truth. 


Asks a student one day 
While seeking a ray 
For the?journey of life through all the way, 
What is a truth, 
For age or youth, 
That we shall know though Reuben or 
Rutb; 
Which is the light 
That guides aright 
Through lingering shadows of passing 
night? 


Light up the brain 
From electric ** main," 
And justice find in her poised domain; 
The light doth show 
With a steady glow . 
Wrong from one to another is a fatal blow 
That shatters some bark 
Of a human heart 
That o'er life's sea sails in the dark. 


Then back on rebound 
Is a deadly wave’s sound, 
And our own fragil boat, alas! is aground. 
Reason, from lofty hight, 
Looks on the great fight  . 
Of truth with error for victory of right, 
And writes on the guideway 
Words clear as the day, 
** Nothing is wrong that can in no way 
Harm man or beast, 
In the very least.” 


Chicago, Ill. Mus. Emmy G. TAYLOR. 


HOME AGAIN. 


After a delightful trip and healthful vacation 
Ihave returned home ready for business, and 
shall hereafter be found at the old store person- 
ally attending to all orders and work my many 
friends may favor me with. 

It will be my special endeavor to please all and 
to conduct business in such a manner that it will 
be an object and to the interest of all to favor me 
with their kind orders. 

If iu need of a Diamond, Watch, any piece of 
Jewelry, Silver or plated ware, Emblem or 
Watch work, please send to me and I will posi- 
tivly send you best goods at lowest prices. 

Price lists on application. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Designer of : 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
veni” Spon; The Freeth^ught Badge. ' 


SNO A Tre. 
SUSAN 


H. WIXON'S WORKS. 


Right Living, Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance‘ 


12mo, 800 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold, And Othe Stories for 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1 25. 


TheStory Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, 81. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 
MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


{LLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 1s just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whaoks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on the world, showing 
what Ohristians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was &false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentio, and that Gus.stianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH JERKE 1, 


$100 $100 


MODEL 41 COLUMBIA 


Physicians recommend bicycling. 
form.” 


. Columbia Bicycles. 


Model 42 Columbia has beon e 
for the many ladies who prefer 
bockers rather than cumbersome 


Ladies’ wheels also in Hartford Bicycles at lower 


prices—$80, $60, $50. 


MODEL 42 COLUMBIA 


Two new models for women’s use in 


Pep Pr etn un renes rrr pest rq RS 


COLUMBIAS—They almost fly. 


Bicycling 
«Women 


Dame Fashion says it is “good 


aa aslin mild 


valilfe iii, 


ellin valina rali enr tallas at: 


ar vallin nallin 


specially designed 
to wear knicker- 
skirts. 


valli; 


afle mtina velir eatin 


ROSTON 
MEW YORK 


POPE MFG. CO. 


General Offices 
end Factories, 
PROVIDENGE 


HARTFORD, Conn. BUFFALO 


Send for Catalogue. Free at any 
Columbia Agency, or by mail for two S% 
a-cent stamps. 

Six handsome Papor Dolls, show- €&© 
ing ladies’ bicycle costumes by noted 
designers, mailed for five a-cent stamps. 


OHIOAQGO 
SAN FRANCISOQ 


o Of ODL? D0 0646 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as “Eye-openers,” in doing '' Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inqniring persons, send for a supply of 
these valnable little evangels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cerits each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 

An Antidote Analyzed. Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H. Clay 


10 


The Bible God Disproved by Nature. W. E. 

y oloman...ssesee.seoosososeecosersaaeeeeo b 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll,......... 3 
‘the Bible: Is it Reliable as a Guide? C. Watts. 2 
Blasphemy and the Bible. O B Reynolds..... 5 


Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes as the Inspired Word of God. 

Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. V. Max Muller. ... 6 

Constantine the Great, portraying the Ini- 
qr of the First Christian Emperor. 


. B. Wakeman. 
Cruelty and Credulity of the Human Race. 
Dr. Daniel Arter........... 000.02 cece tees 2 
Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 2 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization, Charles Watts 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts — 
The Christian Faitn. 200 Questions Without 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
hristian Missionary and a Chinese 
Mandarin ........ e ifAvcIte cee 

The Christian Sabbath. 
Christian Scheme of R 


The Church and Freethought. Franklin 
Bteiner............. ree vmegeyyttumus 10 

Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shall the Mails 

e Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 
of The Truth Beeker..................-se 7-8 

The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi 
days. S8 P Putnam ..........« enne 1 
Constrnctive Rationalism. Annie Besant.... 1 

The Devil'a Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 
.Due. JohnSyphers.. .....0....eeceseeeee 2 
Daniel in the Lion's Den. D. M. Bennett..... 9 

Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
Anstin Holyoake.............. eere 5 
Decadence of Christianity.. .... 1 
The Decline of Faith. J i55 Remsburg.. 5 


Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts.. 2 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 
verse? netin H 


ae 


SSAyB OD 
Father, Son, and floly Ghost. TEL 
The Fear of Death. D. M. B 
. Foundations. John Syahors dae bvieieie Wsisetswtwiece 

Free ayeapah and Free Press. Percy Bysshe i 
eley........ nnn te ter eee gen €t tt 
Few Words abont the Devil. Chas. Bradiaugh 8 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas.Watts 3 
The Frnits of Christianity. Annie Besant....- 2 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymaun... 1 
The Gospal of Christianity and the Gospel of 
Freethonght. Annie Besant 
Has Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh : 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Anstin 
Holyoake TM : 
Hereditary Transmission. Illnstrations of Its 
Occurrence. Prof. Louis Eisberg.... 8 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh — .. ... 8 
If Yon Take Away My Religion What Will You 
Give Mein Its Stead? H.B. Martin, M.D. 8 
0 
1 
5 


Is America the New World? L L Dawson... J 

Infidelity. H.W. Beecher............ ON TIE 

Infidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 

Ingersoll Catechised. | Wi.h Mr. Ingersoll’s 
Poem og, Hobert Burns 

Ingersoll on MeGlynn .. 

The Ills aye tindare: The 


Shonld the Atheist 
. J. Hol 


VOAkOn esea sissatecla ve sieis ESERE KEELSE a quus 
Liberty and Morality. Monenre D. Conway. 
The Liberty ofPrinting Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 
Literature of the Insane. F. R Marvin, M.D. 
“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 

People are off in Hell... .................. 
Materialism and Crime. B FUnderwood.... 
Moral Valne of the Bible. Chas. Watts...... S 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of Re- 

vival Dootrine............. e eee 
Natural Religion vs. Revealed Religion. An- 


Acoma 


cote 


m 


The New Age. 
The Old Reli 
On Eternal L 
On Prayer, Annie Besant.............. FAI ; 
On the Religions Education of Children. 

Annie Besant. Written during her 

Transition from Christianity.......... 
Open Letter tu my Old Friends the Quakers. 
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Stephenson ........-ceseeegereeseceense -—- 
Our mor and Savior Jesns Christ. T E Lorg- 
shore : 


warn Qt m Om 


A Piotnre of the Jewish Jehovah as described 
` by the Bible. Per dozen.................. 10 
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Prayer. Austin Holyoake.......... 
Secular Responsibility. GJ Holyoake RM 
The Stage and the Pulpit. Robt G Ingersoll. 
Superstition Displayed. Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 

«a ed Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 1 
Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 
Jasper's Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


ruff, M. 
Thonghts on Atheism. Can Man by Searca- 
ing Findout God. Austin Holyoake... 3 
The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 
The True Basis of Morality. Annie Besant.. 2 
The Truth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 
Reply to some of the Suuday-school 


tories Abont Hin.) . .............--.-. 8 
Two Short Sermons, Rev. Theologicus....... 1 
Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh......... 8 
Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 

Charles Bradlaugh.......................- 8 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN ^» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethonght. Its argnments are based 
npon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 

t is eloqnent as well 88 convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. ^ Address - 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the censns of 1890, the 
above is the valne of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Onr pamphlet with this title contains an Argn- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Censns of 1890, 
the Valne, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa, 
Gronps. Also, mnch other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
somparisons being based npon official figures. 

, This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pnb- 
ished. In no other work are the tacts, flgures, 
and arguments to be fonnd. The fignres, eing 
Jerived from the Government Censns of 1890, 
not besnperseded until the censns of 1900 shall 
have been cogipleted — probably abont eight 
years hence. The arguments are nnanswerable 
ud will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustisə of church exemptionis suffere 
10. SX18b. 

By singlo copies the price is 15 cents, bnt as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
esductions are made: 

Cen copies. - - - . 

Fifty copies ME -. -. -. 

poe hnndre 1 gopies - ial . i -. 

arger qnantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New Yorke 
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three times a8 many portraits. 


investment. 


organized force. 


ook. 


400 Years 
reethough 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. 
With The Truth Seeker for 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
i Four Hundred Years. 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
jal the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
‘realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
Such was the case, however. 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, it is evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 
1 As for the subject matter of Four HuxpRzp YEARS or Frze- 
"THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
'and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, a8 an 
With this history are given sketches of the lives 


of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
ites the past and the present. 

It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 

magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
, |THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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$5. 


One Year, $6.50. 


In- 


Well, the 


Tt 
It is a world book and a home 
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GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN, 


An inaniry into the powers of government, and 
an argument, for “limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and eqnal justice to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


JHE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


J 

WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 

new edition of that splendid prose poem 
s UM by "the prince of. orators,” Col, G 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed npon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
trnthfnlly described as, ' one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who Dow, as far as We 
know, stands alone in the living world." It wil 
make a delightful present, and will be asonvenir 
not only of intellectnal greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


Address 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evid 
and Early History of Chrisuanity,. 
Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Fai 
fully Ses Forin. | ^ «nd Faith 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
2Lafavette place. New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beanti! ‘ongs of 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and »' nerp oets 
and sin them in our homes, maki? em ha 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A copy -Gsen olo 
Bit title, 46 cente: half bound, 95 3 c.5. i 
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Gems of Phought. | Some God Pamphlets at Low Prices, 


Taur same sentiment which leads us to 
maintain our own rights, leads us, by its 
sympathetic excitement, to respect the 
rights of our neighbors. A state in which 
every one is jealous of his natural claims 
is not therefore a litigious state, because if 
there is a due fellow-feeling there is of 
necessity a diminished tendency to aggres- 
sion,— Herbert Spencer. 


I rainx that one may say that it is only 
the commonplaces writer who ‘‘ clothes” 
his thoughts at all. In the true poet, in 
the vital writer, the thought and the words 
are one—they cannot be separated; but 
the would-be poet always dresses up his 
thought, always selects the prettiest words 
and fancies, and hence never givs us & 
sense of the real, but of the artificial, the 
made-up.—John Burroughs. 


. Tue teachers may be anxious to avoid all 
sectarianism; yet, being brought up to 
regard what are called the great funda- 
mental truths of Christianity as beyond 
dispute, they naturally inculcate dogmas 
that are the very root of sectarianism. 
They know that the reading of the Bible is 
insisted on, not as a part of ancient litera- 
ture, but as the '* word of God.” It is de- 
manded as religious teaching, and notions 
of reverence and submission sre inculcated 
in regard toit which would be out of place in 
regard to any other book. —J. M. Wheeler. 


For my own part, I conclude that the 
question of artistic degeneracy is not to be 
determined by a man of Nordau’s methods 
and motivs, by one so unable to distin- 
guish between what is due to art and what 
to insanity; and on the general question 
raised respecting the meaning of egotism 
and emotionalism, I conclude ‘that, in an 
age when the forces of democracy are 
working to increase individuality on the 
one hand, and the feeling of humanity on 
the other, these still tend upward. I can 
not doubt the course of history or lose 
faith in the upward movement of the uni- 
verse. Itis easier to question the results of 
morbid psychology.— Oscar Lovell Triggs. 


He [Voltaire] found that Theodosius 
called a council at Constantinople in 381, by 
which it was decided that the Holy Ghost 
proceeded from the Father—that Theo- 
dosius, the younger, assembled a council at 
Ephesus in 431, that deslared the Virgin 
Mary to be the Mother of God—that the 
Emperor Marcian called another council at 
Chalcedon in 451, that decided that Christ 
had two wills—that Pognatius called an- 
other in 680, that declared that Christ had 
two natures to go with his two wills—and 
that in 1274, at the council of Lyons, the im- 
portant fact was found that the Holy Ghost 
** proceeded," not only from the Father, 
but also from the Son at the same time. 
So it took about 1,300 years to find outa 
few things that had been revealed by 
an infinit God to his infallible church.— 


Ingersoll. 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF WHITMAN. 


O coop Gray Poet! thou hast never died! 
Though in yon silent vault we saw thee 


urned, 

And back to dust thy matchless form be 
turned, : 

Yet faithful comrades hav thee at their 
side. 

The pedant and the sons of cant deride 

Thee still; the scornful eyebrow waits to 
lift 

When loving insight owns thy stintless 


Of aig and soul to man. But in the tide 

Of fellowship that laves the utmost shore 

Whereon men dwell, and pulses in the 
veins 


Of brotherhood, thou livest more and 
more. in : . 
Thy voice is sounding in the varient 

strains 


Of earth's great music, in the noisy roar 
Of passion, love's sweet note, and mur- 
muring pains. 


What life that ever lived or died, what 
tears 

That ever man or woman shed, what 
thrill : 

Of joy, what sins of weakness, crimes of 


wi 
What visions of the holy, deep-syed seers, 
What chime or choral or symphonic 


. spheres, 
That thy great heart hath never under- 
stood. 
Nor fused to Beauty with the solvent 


Good? ` 
Thine is the heritage of eldest years; 
Prophetic, on the topmost hights of time, 
Thou speakest forth the gospel of the 
stars. 


That weds the atoms to the worlds sub- 
nor earth, still harried with her woes and 
Shall listen yet! For thou the loftier 
Hast built, which blindness, hate, nor 


envy mars. F 
—John Herbert Clifford, in Conservator, 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 
AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 


Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


on the famous text, " The Clergy know that I 
know that they do not kuow.” 

PERSONAL EXIS CENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. ; 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGITS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Bemg the Speeches 
of Hon, FaEDERIOK Douorass and Cor. Row- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL ou the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. sitty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Oolonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 : 


ages. 
PULPIT PEW, AND CRADLE. Solong 


general Luse. 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 


Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker, 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? IstheGardenof Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 


FIRST EPISTLE.OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former rit D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought Iuternational Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n's 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualiem. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, " What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED! Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. . 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hou. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. " Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. i 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The|: 


Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphlet, therefore, is & consideration 
of what kind ot a God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOX Y. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, ‘Che Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 

covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, | 

Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Oreed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ius iration, The Reign of 
Truth aud Love.' The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, * No Bible. No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
` Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment. Some Who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


OLD TESTAMENT STORTES 
COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


Laugh. 


NA 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Aucestor, 
A Queer Family, | 
Isaac and His ‘ Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, . 
Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city, 


A lecture by Colonel 


as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L, K. 


Washhurn's best lectures, and it is, like all of 

his, very £ood. E 
THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 

One of M. Baboock's comical sermons. 
SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 


flict Between Reason and Superstition. T C 


Widd»comhe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se'eneuret. 


SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimieal to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Paychic Researchers. 
THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the > promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bəing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonalda. : 
VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's auuiversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lif- of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. š 
WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer's consideration of the 
evidence of that alleeed event. —— i 
WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’: alleged acts which would lead one 
tothat conclusion. T: K Washburu 
WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
Tee title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putuam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it hava been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
avd the Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hove, Thomas Paine, Nature’s Gospel, 
ddress to Deity, and the shor* poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 


ive Us Light. : 
WILL THÉ COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 

cago. Oonside'ing: The Cause of Woman's 

Subjugation, The Ganon Law and Its Effects 
Upou Her, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Iuvention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman xusan H. Wiron 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before tue Womau Suffrage As- 
sociaiion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TROTH RWEKER. OO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


It will 

Corner 
the 

Parson, - 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


400 Pages. 10 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign ef Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Unsiable as Wat God Shall N 

nstable as Water. God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices: Cloth,” gilt side 


In the nature of things, 
BAYA 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 

* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; forif & man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel's Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INGERSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln— said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inezrsoun, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx CAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price. paper, 25 cents; cloth. 75 centa. 


Avausr 3, 1895] 
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JY ot for Parsons. |Science Versus Religion, 


Patron: ‘Waun Lung, is it true that 
many of the Japanese hav become Chris- 
tians?” Ohinese Laundryman: '*Me sabe 
thatee so. See how they fighteel"— New 
York Weekly. 


Mamma: '* Why didn't you ask God in 
your prayer to make your brother well?" 
Robbie: **"Oause then I'd hav to go on 
wearing his old clothes made over.—CAi- 
cago Inter-Ocean. 


BrNeo (sternly): '*Who hav you been 
playing with to-day, Bobbie?” Bobbie: 
‘The gambler’s little boy, sir." Bingo: 
**Oh, all right. I didn't know but you 


had been playing with the minister’s son.” 
— Life. : 


MINISTER: “And so you say your little 
prayer every night before you go to bed? 
That's right. And now tell me why du you 
do that?” Little Ethel: ** Because mam- 
ma says she'll spank me if I don't."— 
Somerville Journal. 


Mason: ** Why does Jason prefer taking 
a walk on Fifth avenue on Sunday morn- 
ing to going to church?” Payson: '*He 
says he likes to read sermons in stones 
rather than to listen to sermons from 
sticks.”—New York Herald. 


Mrs. Newrioue (patronizingly): ** Were 
any of your ancestors men of note, Mr. 
Oynic?” Mr. O.: ‘Yes, madam, I should 
say 80. One of them was the most famous 
admiral of his day, and commanded the 
allied forces of the world." Mra. N. (with 
altered tone of deep respect): *'Is it pos- 
sible, Mr. C.! And what was his name?” 
** Noah, madam.''— Life. ` 


Tur Reverend Mr. Harps: ‘‘ Johnny, I 
am sorry.to hear that you hav been fight- 
ing with Willy Thumps again. Suppose 
something should happen so that you never 
see him again till you meet him in heaven; 
what would you do then?” Johnny Thick- 
neck: “Td yank one of his wings off, 
pound him over the head with it, and drive 
his blamed crown down over his ears till 
oe hav to file it in two to get it off."— 

uck. 


AT a prayer-meeting in a small town 
near Syracuse recently, an illiterate but 
good old man made the following prayer: 
** O Lord, thou knowest that we are thank- 
ful to thee that our souls are safe from the 
fire that quencheth not. Ifa man lose his 
horse thou knowest that he can buy 
another; if he lose his house thou knowest 
that he can build another; if he lose his 
wife thou kno west that he can get another, 
bnt if he lose his soul—good-by, John."— 
Moslem World. 


A WOMAN I know has a daughter, and the 
other day she undertook to explain the im- 
mortality of the soul to her. A neighbor 
had died, and the child was much inter- 
ested in the funeral. Her questions were 
innumerable, and at last her mother, as I 
said, proceeded to explain the matter to 
her. Margery is a bright little midget, 
and listened attentivly. ‘‘Now, do you 
think you understand?" asked the mother, 
after a dissertation as simple as: could be 
made. ''Oh, yes," answered Margery, 
glibly; ‘‘I understand. Mr. Smith is dead, 
but he ien’t really there at all. His body 
is there, but (triumphantly) his insides 
are in heaven.” 


Tur story is told of a preacher who came 
to a newspaper man and said: ‘* You edi- 
tors dare not tell the truth. If you did 

ou could not liv; your newspaper would 

ea failure.” The editor replied: '* You 
are right; and the minister who will at all 
times and under all circumstances tell the 
whole truth about his members, alive or 
dead, will not occupy his pulpit more than 
one Sunday, and then he will find it neces- 
sary to leave town in a hurry. The press 
and the pulpit go hand in hand with white- 
wash brushes and pleasant words, magni- 
fying little virtues into big ones. The 
pulpit, the pen, and the gravestone are 
the great saint-making triumvirate.” — 
Boston Post. 


Mz. Tsur Kwo Yrs, the Ohinese minister, 
a short time ago called at the state depart- 
ment, accompanied by the official inter- 
preter of the legation, to make inquiry of 
Secretary Gresham concerning the publi- 
cation in the newspapers of a batch of al- 
leged telegrams about events in China. 
The minister had no such information as 
was contained in the published despatches, 
and neither had the state department. An 
investigation was made, but it was found 
that the telegrams were very old ones that 
:had in some unaccountable way been pub- 
lished as live news matter. Secretary 
‘Gresham attempted to explain this to the 
minister, but with rather poor success. 
"l'hen the secretary said, a trifle snappishly: 
** They are fabrications—lies; the persons 
who published the despatches are liars.” 
** Humph! liars,” repeated Tsui Kwo Yin 
än his deliberativ, impassiv way; ‘‘ they 
would make good missionaries."— New 
York Sun. 


OB, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LD Cents. For sale at this Office. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


Travels in Faith 


Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller 25 

y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- M 

pror 

The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. 'T. E. Longshore................ 50 

-  Issuzs oF 1892,—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights g Man. Thomas Paine. lllustra- 4 
le ee eee eee eee ere eee eee ee 0 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

ulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 

NN cT IEEE MERE 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg.... 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk......... 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire............--or-z- 25 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- a 

OOK EU CR DRE m 
Liberty in Literature. _ Testimonial t 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

_ By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll,............ 9 
Bix Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. i 

DIM EE i 
Oandle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
Hart........... eese E TEA 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged............. eee. 80 
False aims of the Ohurch. John E. 
Remsburg............... e.c sco ee c acc 10 
Issues or 1893.— $3. 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
.Ingersoll..........2... e cuu e nae 15 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- z 
25 
40 
50 
25 
15 
John E. Remsburg...... 50 
Pen Pictures of The 
trated. . Putnam... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, RE 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein......... .-. 10 
Bible Inquirer. A.Jacobson................ 25 
ister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
ewhall Convent......... Ms REA AS ER RARE 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan ` 
H: Wixon.............. ces ecce eee eee ean no 
Issuns or 1894.— $8. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr 15 
Ohurch Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should 
oe 15 
of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- 
Wick... -s-ecee ossseeneseasoeeo qae etn 50 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 30 
eligion and the Bible. An old subject in 
the light of modern thought. F.D. 
Cummings —— —Á— 50 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

. Ilustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 

Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fan, and Sarcasm. 
L. Q. Reed..................-- ee eee d$ 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 
ness, the Christ Principle, etc. W. L. 
Willig coi ss ce iure eco ras eere eecoh see 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | Š 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 


.published in one year. In ordering please say 


which year is desired. 
Single numbers soid at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OOQ., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and. no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents & copy, 12 Copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


te book of 


the 


married or who ever expeet to be 
fa The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
g 3 colored charts of vital organs, 200 
wood cuts, 21 chromoseshowing 
origin of life—development of man, 
APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
Only $1.50 by Mail; Ciroulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SENKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


—_THE— 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHURCH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OP 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


GNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
DESO NE PORTRAIT OF Oo 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


y represent Uncle Sam and tho Priesta, 


The Ohurch Robbing the People. 
3 » Thanksgiving. 
6 be Sabbath Laws. 
14 e Children and the Church. 
10 = Woman and the Qhurch. 


bi The Church and Thomas Paine. 
ss Studies in Natural History. 
A The Bible and Science. 
* The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
ss Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 
*" The Lord and His Works. 
" Frayer. n 

e Creeds. 
« Christians and Mohammedans. 


Li 


8 represent Samples of Christianity's Work. 

5 me Missionaries, 

1 b» The Lord's instruments. 

25 ^ Bible Doctrines and Their Resulta, 
1 ^ he Church and Slavery. 

2 " riests and Politics. 

4 e eland and the Church. | 

2 b Church’s Idea ot Civilization. 

1 » The Uses ot the Cross. 

4 x Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
9 - Persecutions of the Ohurch. 
xot ome Allegories. 

8 bs Heaven. . 

6 o 

7 e Miscellaneous. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 


fore appeared in th 
lished. We must give the Trut. 


signer is a wonderful 
erica 


is country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it w: 
b 


desire à copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freet. 


ever again be pubs 
i h of all. 


Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reac. 
| At twice the price 1t would have been & cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
i i success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


kers’ Magazine. 


. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 
Vesti sugli and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of rea 

matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondi; 
ocrisy O: 

book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that 


falsity of the church’s professions and the h 
hands of Freethinkers.—(Boston Investigator. 


n 
88 texts to prove the utter 
them. Altogether the 


ose who uphol 3 
as ever been put -n the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


NO * BEGINNING;" 
OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning npon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or * First Cause” of things. 

By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 

“ This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording thst even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
itfrom so many different directions that it is 
one or the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.”—Tau 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. © 


Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly 1n cloth. 
Paice, $1; POSTPAID. 
Al aron* THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FO: 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Oomrinzp BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price, $1.50, For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 
A small farm of 10 acres fo perches, located 
within one and & half miles of Media county seat 


and within four miies of Chester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. 


Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the Place, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 

nd barn on the piace. but are old buildings. 
Wi thin five Minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line bstween 
Medis and Chester, with less than five minates 
walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist. 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern house on it. kight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and Do land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


| POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
Gent. Snmples free. 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Rox 6808, Boston, NMasg, 


snd expenses, Lady or 


SOD OS OOS 8G 6292080 


AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! 


We want 1000 more active agents before © 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
can be easily made in any locality; our goods 
seil themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per 
cent. commission on all sales. Send to-da. 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 

@ Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents ines 
silver orstamps. Established in 1882. Ad- 
dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 

+, Boston, Mass. 


00 02 620-900600006086 
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I 
cele, Mental and Physical Debility 
and who are desirous of being Cured, a 
booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed In a plain envelope, 
Neivingcauses and symptoms of thecom- 
E plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Outa 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
'edy Of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cess, dress, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 3 
fag where you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N, Ja 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and avery 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
F MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
anoutgrowth of this long practice, which shonld 
give confidence to those afilicted, 
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YEA, VERILY, O JESUS! 


And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against 
their parents, and cause them to be put to death.—Mat. x, 21, 22. 


Jews of the Week. 


Tur Macedonian revolt against Turkish 
rule is growing in strength and aggressiv- 
ness, 


Amona the late converts to the Catholic 
church is Miss Julia Irby, daughter of 
Senator Irby, of South Carolina. 


GOVERNOR MORRILL, of Kansas, has 
closed the saloons of Wichita, for the first 
time in many years that they hav been 
shut. 


On July 22d Silver City, N. M., was 
badly fiood-swept, a cloudburst having 
suddenly swollen the streara in the 
valley. 


The Holy Cross Magazine is a Protes- 
tant publication. It suggests that Saint 
Martin of Tours be made patron saint of 
this country. 


A aane of firebugs has been unearthed 
in Montreal. It is found that several of 
the worst fires of the present year are due 
to these men. 


Pror. RUDOLPH GNEIST, of Germany, is 
dead at the age of 79. He was a great law 
authority, the author of numerous works 
on that subject. 


Tar results of the parliamentary election 
in England put the Tories in a clear ma- 
jority over all, including their own allies, 
the Liberal Unionists. 


By the sinking of the earth at Bruex, 
Bohemia, and the fear that there would be 
further collapsing of buildings, about 
2,500 people are homeless, 


Rev, Epwarp BEECHER, a brother of 
Henry Ward Beecher, died in Brooklyn 
on July 28th. He was born at Easthamp- 
ton, L. L, N. Y., Aug. 27, 1803. 


Ox July 22d Ex-Gov. Alexander Hamil- 
ton Rice died at Melrose, Mass. He was 
the first Republiean mayor of Boston, and 
was thrice governor of the state, 


Tur Cathedral of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, Portland, Maine, was fired in 
three places while filled with people’ at- 
tending a funeral It was saved, 


Spars is preparing to despatch at once 
to Cuba an additional force of troops, con- 
sisting of 20,000 infantry, 1,250 cavalry, 
1,200 artillery, and 1,000 engineers. 


Resrooa FgrAM, the East Side meddler 
and spy, was locked up in the Eldridge 
Street Station-House shortly after mid- 
night on July 24th, on a charge of disor- 
derly conduct. 


In the recent battle near Bayamo, 
Cuba, the Spanish general Santocildes was 
killed, when Marshal Campos took com- 
mand, and succeeded in so conducting the 
retreat as to save the division from rout. 


Tum United States of Colombia is again 
in the fever of revolt. It is feared that 
the Liberals of Ecuador will aid the insur- 
gents. Of course, no one outside the per- 
turbed state knows what the trouble is 
about. 


Tus Secretary of the Treasury has for- 
mally directed that the money paid into 
the treasury on account of the income tax 
be refunded to the persons and corpora- 
tions respectivly entitled thereto, upon the 
filing of refunding claims. 


PETER F. RorHERMAL, who painted the 
** Battle of Gettysburg,” died in Philadel- 
phia on July 28th. Hehad produced much 
work, the most celebrated of which is the 
painting named. He was a nativ of Penn- 
sylvania and was seventy-eight years old. 


From July 2d, 1892, to July 14th, 1895, 
inclusiv, there were 11,581 arrests in this 
city for violations, or alleged violations, of 
the Excise law. This is what clogs the 
courts, and givs the impression to the su- 
perficial statistician that crime is greatly 
on the increase in this age. 


Govznoz OULBERSON announces by pro- 
clamation that the law of Texas forbids 
prize-fighting with or without gloves, and 
that he shall enforce the law. Neverthe- 
less, the lawyers say that there will be no 
law of the kind in the state after the 1st of 
September, when the present law expires. 


Tue tailors of New York, Brooklyn, and 
nearby towns hav gone out on strike, 
which will involve the buttonhole makers 
and others to the number, in all, of 20,000 
or more persons. Their contract with the 
garment contractors had two months yet 
torun. The demands are for less work for 
the present pay and the employment of 
only union labor. 


Tue United States government is very 
zealous to prevent Cuban filibusterers fit- 
ting out here. A Spanish vessel fired on 
and boarded the American ship Carrie S. 
Lane, but found her papers all right. It 
is pointed out that so long as Spain re- 
fuses to recognize the Cubans as belliger- 
ents her war vessels hav no right to search 
the merchant ships of any nation for con- 
traband of war, and it is demanded that 
our State department take vigorous meas- 
ures to secure an apology and reparation 
from Spain for this latest act of her naval 
officers, 


TEER isa war speck in the New North- 
west. The Banuock Indians, some of 
whom were arrested and fined for hunting 
out of season, are up in arms and off their 
reservation. It is reported that they were 
arrested under the state game law for 
hunting on the United States reserva- 
tions, and that, on the ground. that they 
tried to escape, they were shot down by 
the citizens’ posses; hence the uprising. 
The seat of the trouble is about Jackson’s 
Hole and the Hoback Oaíion, Wyoming. 
Federal troops hav been ordered to the 
district menaced. 


Jun 26th was St. Anne’s feast day, and 
the church of St, Jean Baptiste, this city, 
was crowded all day. Mass was celebrated 
every hour, and 18,000 persons, the great 
majority women, kissed the relic of Anne, 
**At the altar a score or more of crutches 
were gathered in a rack, There were 
spectacles, too, and ear-trumpets, and 
other mute announcements of human 
affliction, which sufferers had worn into 
the church and thrown away after they 
had kissed the relic. Diamonds were 
there also, rings, broaches, earrings, and 


gold watches, which grateful ones had 
stripped from themselvs and thrown upon 
the altar. Many cures hav not been re- 
ported at all. None of them is reported 
until the priests and sisters hav investi- 
gated them carefully. There were three 
yesterday, but the sisters would only tell 
about that of Willie Cain, of No. 87 Grand 
street, Brooklyn, who had never walked 
in the five years of his life, When the 
relic was applied the little chap grew white 
as the wax candles. He cried out that his 
legs felt fanny, and then he took steps, 
while the people sang a thanksgiving to 
St. Anne. All day long there was no les- 
sening of the crowd. After 6 ».M. many 
men came. Not one-third of those who 
came could get into the church for the 
services at 8 P. M. Father Emard preached 
the sermon.” lt is the World that gravely 
reports all this and much more of the same 
kind, and this is the year 1895 of Christian 
enlightenment. 


Tuis is from Mexico under date of July 
26th: ‘Matilde Perz, a washerwoman, had 
in an old basket a collection of flatirons 
and other objects, including a very much 
battered small image of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe. Entering the room where the 
basket was on the night of June 17th, Ma- 
tilda was astounded to see a light issuing 
from the basket. Upon examining it she 
found that the illumination came from the 
sacred image. She placed it on the wall 
and invited sick people in her humble 
neighborhood to visit it. They went in 
throngs and, touching the miraculous im- 
age, which continued to shed supernatural 
light, were all healed. Newspaper report- 
ers who saw the image yesterday assert 
that it sheds a violet light. Ramona San- 
chez, seventy-three years old, and afflicted 
with cataracts on her eyes, looked on the 
image, and it is said that full power of 
vision was restored, Paula Limas testifies 
that she was completely cured of chronic 
rheumatism. The owner of the image now 
refuses to allow heretics to gaze on it.” 
The World takes pains to inform us that 
the Spanish Virgin of Guadalupe was said 
to hav been carved by St. Luke. ‘‘It was 
miraculously preserved during the six 
centuries of Moorish invasion of Spain and 
was rediscovered in 1880 by one Giles, a 
cow-keeper. A hermitage was immediately 
built on the spot and ten years afterwards 
a chapel, This was later converted into 
a convent by the pope, who made it di- 
rectly subject to the pope. It was then 
granted to the Geronomite monks who 
became enormously rich." Naturally. 


Recalled Stormy Times. 

“ Well that Jooks natural,” said the old soldier, 
looking at a can of condensed milk on the 
breakfast table in the place of ordinary milk that 
failed on account of the storm. “It’s the Gail 
Borden Eagle Brand we used during the war ” 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, oniy 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
Bond for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg’s 
works. 
, American Swendenborg Mig e and Publish- 
ing Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Remodeling the Government, 


An carnest essa" for radical reform in our 
mode of government, to which are added bright, 
interesting sketches on Bible tempersnae, the 
Christ P le; morality, religion faith, and 
belief, Gods, Theist, and Atheist &andspiritology 


l By W. L. WILLIS. 
Well printed in large type on good paper. 
PRION, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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RIGHT LIVING | 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Cousidering from a rational view poiut those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be. 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.09. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SNE ue 


Something 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


860 

Saw the Vision orth world, aad all the wonders 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “ Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


AN 


ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its ] 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 5 cents. THE 1RUTH SREE*ER, 
98 Lafayette Pl New York 


Pon Pictures of the World's Fair. 


By S. P. Putnam. 

It is, besides being & complete Guide- 
Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate, It de- 
scribes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforta 
to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openera; describes the va- 
rious buildings and what they contain, and 
is, a]l in all, the very best picture of the 
Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling - 
the visitor to make his way around, andi 
the stay-at-home to see where he went. 


A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, 
enabling one to comprehend at a glance 
the magnitude of the Exposition, the 
greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 cents Five copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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SOME MORE MISFITS—WHY SOME RELIGIOUS PIGMIES ARE AFRAID OF BEING ETERNALLY LOST. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NE W SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 

To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FuxETHINEER'S Prororra, Txxt-Boor, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer> Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prororrar Tzaxr-Boox. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PrioToRIAL 
Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being & divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson Hzsron 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures axe classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 


three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except | 


that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy & 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 


Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three. 


dollars and get both paper and book—sr:vE DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can gets copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-psinter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a Copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism, He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Obristianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a` 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprrog Truru Szexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed ** corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Berar. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


For $6.50 we will send Tae Truru Sxrxrkrs one year ($3) and S.P. 


Putnam's “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought " ($5). 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


Large Octavo, 1150 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 


the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
` goll. Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 


Trace, 


It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 


and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. 


** Four 


HUNDRED YEARS OF FnEeETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 


most shining advance. 


Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without. this book. It contains the great- 


est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 


glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


'" HOW 
TO GET 


"400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPE C TAL aiu us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 


12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


free, & copy in boards of 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, vost 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF TTS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


ORRIN Roos 


^ 


For $5 we willsend Tux Trura Szzxzr one year ($8) and “Paine’s 


great Works Oomplete”($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains & 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tux TRUTH Szzkzn one year ($3) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Szekgn one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Srzkzn one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Tux Truru Sxxzkxn one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Taz Trova Szzkzs one year ($8) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tus Tura Szzkzn one year ($3) and “Old Tes- 


tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


ZW Freethinker s Badge-ji 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for 84.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TnaUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and ‘ruts §: 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


gilt bowl, 50c. more. Address 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


KER, $5. Hither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


Scientific Books Cheap, Researches in Oriental History, 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientifié works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we cail atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
S. S. Laurie, L.L.D. "75cenís. 
English: Past ana Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 
Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
, Laing. 75 cents, 
Formavion ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
. habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. $ 
Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
Other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
Two books in ons volume. 75 cents. | 
The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
T.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. "75 cents. 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. 
ly. 75 cents. : 
Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.B., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 
Geoiogical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 
Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
Peet. of some Familiar Things. By W. 
‘Williams, F.O.S. Two books in one volume 


By James 


75 cents. 
History of Ancient Egypt, with numerous notes 
and illustrations, and au iudex. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volumes. Over 700 


pages printedia large typ». Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 

service to the general reader rather than to pro- 

fessed naturalists. 

. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 

interesting of English writers upon evolution, 

besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regari:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

"Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

ll nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? 
ted. Price, clot! 

Hastra “Address.” THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
SHALLTHE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 

Bv R. B, Westbrook, A, M, 

Price, 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 
Part IL--Hesearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. _ At 
Part 1E petivation of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 
Part I¥.—Whenes Came the Aryans? Five chap 
ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY | 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. | _ 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 

of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education 5 or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological: Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 
brsted by B. Faber. Cloth. a 
ddress . THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Afürmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 16 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 20e 

Bacon and Shakspere, Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junis and Casca. Price, b cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Allare architects of fate : 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - - 15 cents. 


Address | "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche $reibenher-Düdjer. 


Wir haben folgende SBüdjer in 
dentidjer Sprache, meldje febr berithmt find: 
,, Die Yerthiimer Moles, 
Eine Fritifdje Beleudtung bes Dentateud) tm 


Sidt ber modernen Weltan- 
{chauung und Gefittung. 


von Gol. R. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Da3 Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirhe am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gstterdimmernng, ^ 
pon Gol. R. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents, 


„Wunder nnd Wunderthiter, ^ 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glaube und Vernunft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
bes romifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus bem Franzofifden liberfegt von 
Fräulein Unna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Seinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Büder find in papier-Himfdag und 
flarem Dru. Unfere dent{den Lefer 
follten fie meit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
thereality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 


University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, 84; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 
The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 


Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and & steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. . 
un $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
countof all the gods the nations of the carth 
have worshiped, including Jebovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and, the. 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. lu describes fully. 
all religious systems of the world, including: 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity;: 
the latter occupying 872 D^ es, being fully gone. 
into. #49 pages. Dy D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol-. 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7;; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. ; 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


‘A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse. 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. . 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SERERR OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


[he Bible and Evolution, 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


.Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: "It is by far the best production. 
of Mr. Moss's pen, and we heartily recommend. 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The. 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The. 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream. 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 

f Price, paper, 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH BEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morsls and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. Price 25 cente.. 
Address . THY TRUTH NERKER. 
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Last Chance to Obtain a Rare Book. 


David Friedrich Strauss’s “Life of Jesus Criti- 
-cally Examined” was first published in two volumes 
for $9. The edition ran out, and another was is- 
sued in one volume for $4. 50. This edition is 
almost exhausted, less than fifty copies being in 
existence. Of what are left we hav obtained a 
share, and can furnish them postpaid at the last 
price, $4.50. They will not last long, and we ad- 
vise those of our friends who want a copy to send 
at once. When these are gone there will be no 
more to be had. This edition is translated from 
the fourth German edition by George Eliot, and 
contains 784 large octavo pages of solid reading, 
very clearly printed. It is unnecessary to say to 
students that this is a very valuable work, one 
which the church wishes had never been written, 
but which it cannot controvert. . 


Heterodox Mr. Clark. 

What Infidels these Christians are! Here is Rev. 
Francis E. Clark, founder and president of the 
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor, re- 
questing the women assembled in the great tent at 
Boston to remove their hats and bonnets, as it 
would enable them to better stand the heat. But 
has the reverend gentleman forgotten the exceed- 
ingly great virtue of self-sacrifice? And does he not 
know that his fetich book commands woman to re- 
main covered in church? In First Corinthians, 
Eleventh chapter, he will find this, along with other 
. pious nonsense, that should make woman the will- 
ing slave of the church forever: 

“For I would hav you know that the head of every 
man is Christ, and the head of the woman is the man, and 
the head of Christ is God. Every man praying or 
prophesying, having his head covered, dishonereth his 
head. But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth 
with her head uncovered dishonereth her head, for that 
is even all one as if she were shaven. For if the woman 
be not covered, let her also be shorn; but if it be a shame 
for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered. 
For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch 
ag he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the 
glory of the man. For the man is not of the woman, but 
the woman ofthe man. Neither was the man created for 
the woman, but the woman for the man.’ 

Rev. Mr. Clark has no right to pick around in the 
Bible and sort out the commands of God that he 
wants to enforce and then insolently trample on 
those which he does not like. He is not a reform 
police commissioner, but a Christian minister, and 
Christian ministers believe in and obey every word 
in the Bible. Of course they do. . Only Infidels. re- 
ject what does not suit them. 


“The Church Is in Politics.” 

One of the most prominent workers for “ Chris- 
tian prohibition” (what a slap in the face of the 
Bible!) is John G. Woolley. He was one of the star 
speakers at the recent “National Conference of Re. 
forms” at Prohibition Park, Staten Island. What 
kind of a “reformer” he is may be judged from the 
fact that the Christian Statesman—for God in the 
Constitution, now and forever—publishes his speech 
entire. Mr. Wooley is aggressiv and scheming in 
method, turgid and flamboyant in style. As a 
specimen of his work, take this, the opening para- 
graph of his address: 

“I hav been listening to the voices of the century, 
from the daybreak, when all the morning birds of liberty 
were singing, to the eventide, when the vampire bat of 
the world’s worst slavery scents the night in its hiding 
and flaps its skinny wings into the open, glancing like a 
foul uspicion hither and thither across the weary quiet 
of the gloaming from darkness to darkness." 

The brand of “liberty” that this soaring orator 
champions is to be inferred from his party afilia- 
tions, saying nothing of his specific declarations 
that the plan for political union of “ reformers” 
that he fathers “honors the church and enforces 
the Sabbath.” Here is another gem from Mr. 
Woolley’s exordium : 

“To him whose poor cosmogony affords no god all 
progress is but a curious paralysis, and every sonnd— 
from childbed cry to deathbed hallelujah—parts of one 
universa) discord, shot with chance harmonies, But it is 
a dull ear and eye that cannot catch in the storm and 
stress of these tremendous days enough of luminiferous 
melody to prove that all these whimsical and terrific 
changes are of the overture to orderly and matchless 
symphonies in preparation.” 

We should say that “luminiferous melody” is 
particularly good, but still we fear that a victim 
dying by inches of one of God’s cancers would de- 
cidedly prefer not to furnish the minor notes of 
woe in that celestial “overture.” Once more the 
entertaining Mr. Woolley : 

** For the inexorable love of the Father abideth, and as 
yon mighty river bears on its quiet bosom bubbles 
breathed up from sealy reptils burrowing in its underly- 
ing ooze, so Jehovah swings the world slong its bright- 
ening orbit with all the swirl and suck of its financial 
maelstroms, whirling off from red-tongued hells of social 
cruelty hot but ineffectual nebulæ that keep the mystery 
of double motion until they cool and symmetrize into the 
satellites we call reforms, and fly back self-won and fin- 
ished into the wrong-wrung but winning Staple, stable 
social order of the world.” 


We havn't time to study that all out, but still. we 
must hastily say in passing that somehow “ inexo- 
rable” doesn’t appear to be just the right adjectiv 
with which to qualify love, though it may seem all 
right to Mr. Woolley when contemplating the “ ten- 
der mercies” of Jehovah. We can heartily appre- 
ciate the orator’s likening of the “reforms” he 
advocates to * bubbles breathed up from scaly rep- 
tils burrowing in underlying ooze,” though why he 
instituted such a comparison we are utterly at a 
loss to understand. But whatever may hav been 
his motiv in calling our attention to the fact, it 
is certain that those “reforms,” like the bubbles 
mentioned, are foul and ephemeral. Carping crit- 
ics may also say that a flowing river is searcely a 
type of the * wrong-wrung but winning staple, sta. 


ble social order of the world;” they may point out | 


that- a river, constantly moving under the impulse 
of wind and tide and the currents of inflowing 
streams, is not particularly “stable,” but such tri- 
flers desérve and undoubtedly will receive no con- 
sideration from Christian reformers. 

Mr. Woolley proposes that all believers in injected 
righteousness shall “ combine politically in the name 
of Jesus Christ the Conqueror, and form an inter- 
partisan order of independent voters whose entire 
scope shall be the head of the ticket, in federal, 


state, judicial, and municipal elections.” In other 
words, the first work of these “reformers” is to 


‘elect the executiv officers in the nation, the state, 


and the cities, and enforce existing laws that make 
for despotism. The present “reform administra- 
tion” in this city is the type of what they want 
everywhere. After they hav the people in a suff- 
ciently subdued state of mind through the enforce- 
ment of the laws now on the statute books, they. _ 
expect to elect the legislatures, Congress, and 
the other law-making bodies, and finish up the job 
of reform in short order, establishing liberty—jor 
themselus—*in all the land." Mr. Woolley illug- 
trates the working of his patent scheme by bringing 
to the polls four *Ohristian voters” belonging to 
different parties. This is the procedure and the 
result : 

**Neither asks either anything, but each takes our 
executiv paster, affixes it to his ticket, hands it to the 
judges of election, and remains a Republican, a Demo- 
crat, a Populist, a Prohibitionist, and best of all—a@ man, 
And lo! the church is in polities with four men and no 
quarrel instead of one man [the Prohibitionist] and three 
quarrels.” 


The italics are Mr. Woolley’s. He supposes some 
one to object that this is a plan: for a new political 
party, and he answers, “It is —a new clean party 
built. on Jesus Christ". Was it Jesus who said, 
“My kingdom is not of this world "t 


Were the Decorations Sectarian Symbols ? 

The New York Times is a quite able paper, and it 
is often our pleasure to quote some very sensible 
arguments from its editorial columns. But ccca- 
sionally it employs a clergyman or divinity student 
to write its editorials. We hav no confidential in- 
formation to this effect, but no other conclusion 
is possible after reading the editorials themselvs. 

When the Christian Endeavor convention was 
held in Boston the citizens and authorities did their 
best to make the delegates welcome, and the sym- 
bols of the Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavor, mingling with the national colors, were 
seen everywhere. The Public Garden is one of the 
most beautiful spots in the city, and is a place that 
attracts stranger and resident alike. But on Sun- 
day, owing to the bigotry of the Park Commission- 
ers or Others in authority, it is not allowable to use 
the swan and row boats on the lake, although the 
electric and horse cars rumble and clatter by in the 
streets. It is likely that the managers think that 
the use of the boats on Sunday would be a conces- 
sion to the spirit of sinful pleasure for the pleasure’s ” 
sake. Any way, the same motivs that dominate in 
the matter here adverted to appear to hav domi- 
nated when the gardeners were preparing for the 
reception of the Christian Endeavorers. The 
flower-beds were so arranged as to form various 
ecclesiastical devices. At the principal entrance 
was & cross, and scattered about the grounds were 
& cross and crown, cross and anchor, cross and 
sword, cross and Bible, with inscriptions such as 
* By This Sign We Conquer,” “ Welcome, Christian 
Endeavorers,” and “ For Christ and His Church.” 
Some of these devices were linked with the coat of 
arms of the state of Massachusetts. 

Now it appears that there is in Boston an organ- 
ization calling itself “ The New Brotherhood." Un- 
fortunately, we are not informed as to its principles 
and purposes, but, judging alone from its vigor- 
ous protest against this misuse of the Public Gar- 
den, we are led to think that its members hav some 
saving common sense. The Zimes reaches just the 
opposit conclusion from the same evidence. The 
writers of the protest recognize that it might be no 
more than courteous to extend a welcome to the 
visitors, presumably on the ground that they are, 
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in a certain sense, the guests of the city, as would 
be the delegates to a political convention or a scien- 
tific congress. But beyond this, neither the muni- 
cipality nor any of its departments has a right to 
go. The tax-payers are of all churches and of no 
church, and hence the city cannot rightfully use their 
money to teach the dogmas or otherwise magnify 
the power of any division of any church or any 
great world religion itself. “The New Brother- 
hood" appear to hav clearly recognized this funda- 
mental truth, for the protest says that this deco- 
rating of the Public Garden “is open to the most 
serious objections, as in conflict with the true stand- 
ard of civic rights and religious liberty," and it 
declares that the devices named are “of a theolog- 
ical and sectarian character.” We do not see how 
a person of fair intelligence and reasonable ac- 
quaintance with the Constitution of the United 
States and the principles of religious liberty could 
deny the truth of either of these propositions, but 
the Zimes does deny the truth of both, and sneers 
at the authors of the protest, growing very ironical 
and sarcastic in its would-be witty comments. 
Anent the protest, it says: 

** Upon the whole, this announcement does not sug- 
gest the belief that the ‘New Brotherhood’ is & power- 
ful and valuable agent for the public weal. It does not 
appear to hav the amount of corporate sense necessary to 
that end.” 

We are not concerned to defend the “New 
Brotherhood ” as a society, but must unqualifiedly 
indorse the position it takes in the matter under 
discussion. The arguments which the Zimes 
quotes from its protest are sound, and the New 
York daily has neither the “corporate” nor any 
other sort of sense sufficient to answer them. It 
finds it easy to be satirical and to jeer at the society, 
but it has not attempted to advance any arguments 
in support of its assumption that the city of Boston 
had any constitutional right or was in equity justi- 
fied in taking the tax-payers’ money for propagating 
Protestant Christianity. The objections would hav 

been equally hard to dispose of if the city had acted 
in the same way toward a Catholic convention or a 
convention of Infidels or Jews. The 7imes knows 
this as well as we do, or, if it does not, its manager 
should hire a new editor. Again: 

‘“'Phere is no denying that the devices and the inscrip- 
tions were ‘theological,’ but there is not the slightest 
evidence that they were ‘sectarian.’ Of course, you may 
make 4 provocativ out of almost anything. Some people 
in Boston hay managed to stir up & riot with an emblem 
intrinsically so inoffensiv as a ‘Little Red School- 
house.” 

This is the merest trifling. ‘Intrinsically” the 
“Little Red School-house” is not a religious sym- 
bol. That it is being made such by Protestant big- 
ots and as such attacked by Catholic bigots is very 
much to be regretted. But the cross and crown, 
the cross and Bible, and they separately, are in- 
trinsically religious symbols, and, as such, are neces- 
sarily sectarian for the one and ample reason that 
that which they symbolize and teach is not accepted 
as divine truth by all the people of the world nor 
by all the citizens of Boston. It is an utter para- 
dox to say that something which is theological is 
not sectarian. What is theological is sectarian, in- 
evitably. Will the Times point to a single theo- 
logical postulate in all the religions of the world 
that is universally accepted? And if a dogma is 
not universally accepted, is it not a sectarian dog- 
ma? By the census of 1890 the Schwenkfeldian 
church had three hundred and. six communicants. 
It is a sect. The Catholic church had 6,257,871 
communicants. It is a sect. The combined Chris- 
tian church had 20,618,307 communicants, including 
the Jews, who should be excluded. It is a sect. 
Among the world’s great sects it is still a sect. 
There is no universal religion in the world or in 
America, and the religion that is not universal is 
sectarian. Under the Constitution and laws and in 
equity you hav no more authority, no more right, 
to tax one citizen to propagate the religion of all 
the other citizens than you hav to tax all the other 
citizens to propagate the religion of one citizen. 
To levy either of these taxes is to unite church and 
state, something that the Times is as opposed to 
theoretically as we are in fact. 


tt The New Brotherhood neither pretends on the be- 
half of its own members nor of any other persons that 
the sight of a Bible, & cross, an anchor, a sword, or & 
crown excites the basest passions of their natures and 
provokes them to breaches of the peace, even with the 
addition of the sggravating inscriptions. It does not 
venture to Conjure up the spectacle of an Agnostic mob 
assembled to eradicate the hateful symbols of priesteraft. 
Whether the New Brotherhood be &n association of secu- 
larista or & band of propagandists of the doctrins of Paine 
and Ingersoll, in either case it does not seem to possess 
judgment enough to make it important, and the mayor 
and aldermen of Boston are justified in doing nothing 
with its ‘memorial.’ " 

According to this precious deliverance, no one 
has a right to. protest against a violation of the 
fundamental law and an injustice done to himself 
and others of like views unless he is prepared to 
confess that the sight or knowledge of the injustice 
“excites the basest passions” of his nature and 
provokes him to “breaches of the peace.” Of all 
the inanity that we hav to wade through each day 
in the newspapers and other popular publications 
this is about the silliest of anything we hav read in 
atwelvemonth. Presumably if the sight of a man 
torturing a helpless child did not excite the “basest 
passions” of the spectator’s nature the Zimes 
would sneer at and denounce him if he should hav 
the temerity to protest against the cruelty. If the 
“logic” of the Zimes is sound, only howling mobs 
of rowdies whose ** basest passions” are in the as- 
cendant hav-any rights in the United States. We 
must be careful not to offend such, for they are 
dangerous, but for the man of sane mind and con- 
troled passions, who does not like to see injustice 
perpetrated, and the guarantees of civil and religious 
liberty trampled under foot, there is no right of 
vigorous and dignified protest. Had this theolog- 
ical student editor been a little less stupid it might 
hav occurred to him that such talk as his is the very 
wind to fan into a flame of righteous wrath the 
noblest passions of men and women who love lib- 
erty and justice and hate canting hypocrisy and 
sanctimonious villainy. 

One thing is gratifying, and that is that in spite 
of his obtuseness in other directions, the Zimes 
writer does not fail to perceive that the protest he 
ridicules could hav been written only by Infidels or 
other secularists. It shows that we hav a good 
reputation when an apologist for church aggres- 
sions, who does not appear to know much else, does, 
know that a memorial asking for equal justice for 
all citizens was prepared by men who reject the or- 
thodox ereedg.and politics. 


Rev. Thomas Dixon is against the infliction of 
the death penalty for murder. He says that it is 
not “ humane,” to which we agree. But the priestly 
mind is & queer agglomeration. It must be all 
mixed up, when it can find it inhumane to execute 
the cruel murderer of his fellow and yet defend the 
slaughter of inoffensiv birds for “sport.” This is 
worse than straining out a gnat and swallowing a 
camel. 


Rev. Father Ducey says that “the hearts of 
God’s ministers must be kept attuned to the heart 
of the harmony and sympathy of heaven by the 
study and sight of deep suffering.” The sight and 
study of deep suffering may awaken sympathy in 
man, but if there were no suffering there would be 
no need of awakening sympathy, and for the suffer- 
ing that does and the suffering that does not arouse 
sympathy “heaven” is responsible, if Theism is 
true. “The harmony and sympathy of heaven " are 
dreams which won't bind up a wound or feed a 
starving babe, let alone preventing the mangling or 
the famin. - 


The Nashville Christian Advocate does not like 
to hear speakers applauded at Sunday evening re- 
ligious meetings. It says that hand-clapping and 
similar forms of applause are “not seemly in a 
worshiping assembly. Whatever the immediate 
gain may be, the remote consequences cannot fail 
to be damaging and injurious.” Noise plays a very 
important part in the religious exercises of many 
peoples, and we notice that the Salvation Army 
thinks it helpful in the redemption of souls. Gen- 
erally at revival meetings there is a chorus of 


* amens," “ praise gods,” “ hallelujahs,” “come right 
down, lords,” and the like, and we do not know that 
these are any less indecorous than hand-clappings 
and an occasional “hear, hear," or “that’s so." 
The church is bound to be secularized anyway; she 
cannot keep up an interest otherwise. While some 
of the Scotch Presbyterians still think that the 
devil comes into the church in the organ, other 
Christians hav found it expedient to take in the 
violin, cornet, and nearly all the rest of the musical 
outfit. : 


Oh, the hypocrisy of this Sunday business! On 
July 14th the old cup-defender, the Vigilant, and 
the new one, the Defender, tested their relativ mer- 
ifs over the course at Newport. Says the report of 
the New York Press: 

** Ag it was Sunday, the race was not called a race, but 
merely & friendly sail. It was a race, nevertheless, and 
decided just what everybody wanted to know—if the De- 
fender was & faster boat than the improved Vigilant.” 

Could anything imaginable be more childish and 
pueril? This pretense is akin to that which dis- 
graces Congress—if it does—when the hands of the 
clock are turned back if a session holds over into 
Sunday, and the journal is made to read as the rec- 
ord of the proceedings of Saturday. Will we ever, 
here in the United States, get out of our swaddling- 
clothes ? 


The great Christian Endeavor convention re- 
cently in session in Boston resolved in favor of 
Christian citizenship and for Sabbath keeping. 
The members refused to patronize the street cars 
on Sunday, so arranging their meetings in different 
parts of.the city that all could walk to the services. 
If these zealous but foolish young people would 
only confine themselvs to this kind of a boycott 
they would be within their rights, but they do not, 
for they are stanch Sabbath law advocates. But 
are they sure that they are preventing Sunday work 
by refusing to ride on the cars? Measured by foot- 
tons, was there not more labor done by them in 
walking to church than would hav been done by the 
employees of the West End Car Company had the 
Endeavorers patronized the cars? The exercise 
was good for them, but the intention was the per- 
petuation of superstition and the result sought— 
the reduction of the total of Sunday labor—was 
not attained. 


** Ohrist’s ‘Peace be unto you’ has never lost its mean- 
ing or ita power.”—Nashville Christian Advocate, 

“Those mine enemies that would not that I 
should reign over them bring hither and slay them 
before me,” says Jesus. “As we said before, so say 
I now again, If any man preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye hav received, let him be ac- 
cursed,” thunders Paul. ** He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not. 
shall be damned,” affirms Jesus, according to & 
text only recently discredited within the church. 
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to liv,” says the Old 
Testament, and Jesus did not repudiate the atro- 
cious order to murder, but, on the contrary, rec- 
ognized the existence of witches and demons and 
cast them out of multitudes—or the record is false. 
The old Testament also explicitly commands that 
the worshipers of “false gods” be put to death, 
and that their nearest relatives shall be the first to 
strike them down, and Jesus did not repudiate the 
command. The history of the Christian church is 
the official interpretation of these texts. <“ Christ's 
peace ” has indeed lost none of its meaning, but in- 
creasing civilization has deprived it of some of its 


power. 
a ee lip a a e 


Almost anything is a crime in this city now except 
going to church, and we are not so very sure that that 
will not also be such before long, for three flower- 
sellers in a cemetery were arrested for supplying 
mourners with decorations for graves, and of course 
everyone knows that the churches hav charge of 
most of the funerals. In the trans-Harlem district 
Mr. Julius Leibertz was arrested for working in his 
garden, but the magistrate before whom he was 
brought released him, with a rebuke to the arrest- 
ing policeman. We hardly see the justice of the 
rebuke, for gardening on Sunday is no more a ne- 
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cessity than shaving, and the policeman was simply 
enforcing the law “because it is law." Neither 
is selling food on Sunday a necessity, as our mas- 
ters interpret necessity, and so David Mostovitzsky 
of the East Side was arrested for selling a sausage 
on *the Lord's day." His lawyer says that he is 
going to try to prove that such sale was a necessity. 
He will fail; nothing is & necessity on Sunday that 
the priests do not like. The delicatessen men hav 
organized to secure the opportunity to open their 
places after 10 a.m., when they must close, as the 
law is now enforced—for the disciplining of the 
police! But what does this mean? We hav been 
hearing all along that the delicatessen men them- 
selva wished to close on Sunday. Is it possible 
that they hav been misrepresented by the preachers 
and their tools ? 


Rev. Martin D. Kneeland, secretary of the “New 
England Sabbath Protectiv League," says that they 
are greatly encouraged in Masssachusetts by the 
success they had in their fight for an anti-Sunday- 
theater law. They hav good cause to be. Poor 
old Massachusetts is still under the heel of the 
Puritan, and he purposes to grind her still deeper 
into the mire of her own degradation, as this bears 
witness : 

* Our League hopes to unite all forces and [our] decla- 
ration meets with general acceptance on the part of the 
denominations and good citizens. [We are pleased to 
see that Mr. Kneeland understands the necessity of dif- 
ferentiating good citizens from the deno vinations.] The 
Roman Catholics are represented on the executiv com- 
mittee along with all [other] leading denominations. 
Educational and legislativ methods will be employed and 
the work pushed forward on all sides.” 

Catholics and Protestants may fight each other 
savagely over the question of education, because 
both want to control it, but they work together like 
brothers for the perpetuation of Sunday supersti- 
tion and tyranny, because it is to their mutual in- 
terest to hav a monopoly of the day. We hav 
not yet seen any protests from the state organiza- 
tions of the Loyal Orange League, the Junion Order 
of United American Mechanics, the Patriotic Order 
of the Sons of America, or the American Protectiv 
Association against the Massachusetts anti-Sunday 
theater law, nor against the purposed further 
aggressions of the New England Sabbath Protectiv 
League. 


In Richmond, Va., they are enforcing the law 
“because it is law” with a thoroughness that 
should turn New York's officials green with envy. 
From the account of the crusade on July 28th, 
which we find in the State, we gather that the police 
there cannot arrest the violators of the Sunday law 
on the spot, but must, after witnessing the offense, 
turn in a complaint at the station house, when a 
summons is issued ordering the offender to appear 
before the police court and show cause why he has 
attended to his own affairs on the first day of the 
week, which is the personal property of the priests. 
Shortly after midnight Saturday policemen visited 
the composing rooms of the Times and the Dispateh, 
saw that the wicked type-stickers were at work, 
went back to the station house and made their 
complaints, and then went out into the morning to 
hunt for other conspicuous law-breakers. Mean- 
while summonses were issued for the proprietors of 
the two papers. During the day the proprietor of 
` a hotel was reported for running his omnibus and 

carrying his guests from the hotel to the depots; 
the Ohesapeake and Ohio Railroad company was 
complained of because the flagman at a crossing 
flagged a train; the manager of the Adams Express 
Company, the owner of a parcel delivery wagon, & 
livery stableman, dealers in ice-cream who were de- 
livering goods to their customers, a transfer com- 


pany handling the trunks of travelers, newsboys, | 


bootblacks, saloon keepers, the superintendent of a 
street railway, fruit dealers, cigar sellers, a man 
who delivered fish ordered by a customer, ice-cream 
saloon proprietors, an ice manufacturing company, 
the superintendent of the. Richmond Railway and 
Electric Company, merchants, grocers and other 
disrupters of society had formal complaints entered 
' against them. We suppose that all this was for the 
purpose of “disciplining” the Richmond police, 


although our pious neighbor of the Independent 
may try to show that it was done solely to kill the 
saloon traffic. At all events, they are going at the 
suppression business in a way that must delight 
the hearts of the Sabbath Union people. There is 
& vague tradition in this country that the ancestors 
of some of us threw a quantity of tea into Boston 
harbor because of objection to tyranny.’ We do 
not appear to hav spirit enough to throw rotten 
statutes into the limbo of dead creeds and broken 
chains. We laugh at the ignorant Catholic for 
making an obeisance before the toe of the Pope, 
but we eagerly kiss the very ground trodden by 
our rural and venal legislators, who are in turn the 
cringing serfs or the interested allies of the clergy. 
ee ee a NUN REN 

The Epworth League—the young people’s society 
of the Methodist church—was recently in national 
convention at Chattanooga. In an editorial review 
of the proceedings, the Christian Advocate (South), 
of Nashville, deprecates the strong tendency which 
it observed to “applaud the speakers who made the 
most frequent use of certain catchwords and 
phrases.” ‘Nothing is cheaper,” says the editor, 
“than to humor the discovered whims of .an im- 
mense audience.” This is very true, and it is one 
of the explanations why there is so little truth-tell- 
ing in the pulpit and press and on the rostrum. 
We fancy that if it were not for the ease with which 
‘the discovered whims” of their congregations and 
subscribers can be humored, there are a great num- 
ber of preachers and editors of religious papers 
who would giv expression to some very unorthodox 
sentiments. It is this desire to humor “discovered 
whims,” to cater to popular delusions and preju- 
dices, that renders so much of the platform elo- 
quence of the day mere “sounding brass and tink- 
ling cymbal,” utterly nauseating to persons of sense 
and convictions. So of most that passes for edi- 
torial opinion, and literature. It is echo, not honest 


‘thought. A man gets a reputation for eloquence 


because he can pump out by the hour words, words, 
words that tickle the ears of the uncritical masses 
and giv countenance to their favorit superstitions. 
That's why he talks that way—he has “discovered” 
their “whims.” l 


The Tokyo correspondent of a syndicate of 
American papers tells a story of one of our mis- 
sionaries to Japan which finely illustrates the tol. 
erant spirit of Christianity, and shows us what 
would happen to us if the Sabbatarians could get 
all the power they are after : 

"Jonathan Gobel was a muscular Obristian. He 
feared God and lived a righteous life. He desired every 
one else to doso, and when moral suasion failed, he often 
tried force. When he arrived in Japan he was & stalwart, 
powerful fellow, and usually came out uppermost when 
he wrestled with sin. He was living in Kanagawa when 
he endeavored to impress upon the people of that place 
the propriety of Sabbath observance. The Japanese hav 
no Sunday. They hav no fixed day of rest. Their holi- 
days are humerous, and worship continues without inter- 
ruption in the temples. There is no particular time for 
preaching, and it isalways proper to pray.” 

But this worship was not of the kind acceptable 
to Missionary Gobel, and so he told the people that 
they were terribly wicked to break Ais Sabbath. 
But they were very sinful, and would persist in 
doing as the missionary did, that is, follow the cus- 
toms of their ancestors. This was more than the 
righteous missionary could endure. He let his 
angry passions rise. Difference of opinion gener- 
ally has that effect on Christians of the zealous 
sort. One Sunday Mr. Gobel was on his way to 
his appointed place to preach. He came upon a 
dozen or more men engaged in building a house. 
Mr. Gobel was shocked. Mr. Gobel stopped and 
entreated them to cease from doing wickedness. 
They refused. He ordered them ‘to stop work. 
Again they refused. Then Mr. Gobel, missionary, 
girded up his loins, and sailed in with a heavy bam- 
boo pole. He smote the heathen mightily. Great 
was the devastation wrought by this “sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon.” Several idolatrous carpen- 
ters were laid out senseless. The next day the 
good Mr. Gobel found himself a prisoner in the 
office of the United States consul-general, where he 
pleaded “guilty, with strong provocation.” He 


was put under bonds to keep the peace. If you 
differ from the Sabbatarian, he will be sure to feel 
under “strong provocation " to knock you down, 
or hav the policeman do the job for him. Chris- 
tianity must be put under bonds to keep the peace. 
This can be done only by the enlightenment of the 
people and the absolute secularization of all gov- 
ernment, municipal, state, and national. 


More Books by Colonel Ingersoll. 

The Field-Ingersoll Discussion.—ln 1888 the 
Rev. Dr. Henry M. Field—-as genial a minister, per- 
haps, as the Presbyterian creed permits—wrote an 
open letter to Colonel Ingersoll, with the intent to 
convert him. The letter was published in the North 
American Review, and was replied to by the per- 
son addressed, which reply was also printed in that 
magazine. Dr. Field rejoined, and the Colonel 
answered that. The Discussion, which was entitled 
* Faith or Agnosticism,” was subsequently printed 
in pamphlet form, and owing to the great interest 
taken in it, the edition was quickly exhausted, but 
not reprinted. And until now the holders of the 
copyright hav declined to permit it to be reprinted. 
However, permission has been obtained, and we 
hav received from Mr. Farrell a supply of the pam- 
phlet. It contains over a hundred large pages, and 
is very neatly printed, bound in paper, and sells for 
25 cents, which is low. Every one of our older 
readers will know its value at once. To those who 
do not remember the discussion we can only say 
that they should lose no time in getting a copy if 
they want a controversial treat. Dr. Field does not 
rant and call names in his letters, but writes as a 
gentleman should, thereby distinguishing himself 
above most other followers of the meek and lowly 
one. This attitude gave the Colonel a chance to 
write so a8 to reach the tender-hearted among the 
Christians, as well a8 those who can reason, and his 
letters are different from those with which he met 
the arrogant Lawyer Black’s epistles, while equally 
convincing. The low price at which this pamphlet 
has been placed should lead to its wide distribu- 
tion. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Controversy on Chris- 
tianity—When the Field Ingersoll Controversy 
closed in the North American Review the Chris- 
tians felt that their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the publishers of the Re- 
view engaged the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to 
attempt to rehabilitate the Presbyterian creed. 
England’s most noted man is a Christian in general 
and particular, and is famous as a controversialist. 
It was thought by the Christian world that, with 
his training, he might make some headway with the 
Infidel. He wrote a long letter to Colonel Inger- 
soll, which was published in the Review, and to 
which Mr. Ingersoll replied at length, and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demolished the great- 
est controversialist Christianity can produce. Un- 
like the discussion which led to it, this controversy 
was not reproduced in separate form by the 
magazine editors, but Mr. Farrell has at last suc- 
ceeded in obtaining all parties’ consent to its pub- 
lication, and has now printed it uniform with the 
other. The price is also the same, 25 cents. Send 
here for it. 


Myth and Miracle.—This is one of Colonel In- 
gersoll’s best lectures, but never before put into 
print. Every one who has heard it will most cer- 
tainly want it, and those who hav not heard it will 
hav a rare treat in its perusal, as something new 
from the Colonel, which also is something every- 
body is looking for. It is printed uniform with the 
other pamphlets, and at the same price, 25 cents. 


Since the last acknowledgment was made we hav 
received for the Wise Defense Fund these sums: 
E. D. Nauman, $1; A. Slaman, $1.50; John Kane, 
$1; “A Friend,” $1; San Marcial (N. M.) Free- 
thinkers, $5. We thank all these contributors in 
the name of Mr. Wise and the Freethought party, 
and will express the hope that many others will do 
as they hav done. Much more money is absolutely 
necessary in order to make an effectiv fight for Mr. 


"Wise and equal liberty. 
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News and Notes. 
Chester-le-Sireet is about the oldest town in the 


North of England. It dates back to the time of 


the Britons. Its church is over a thousand years 
old—the oldest but one in the United Kingdom. I 
visited it immediately on my arrival, Saturday, July 
6th, with Mr. Thos. Birtley and other Freethought 
friends. It is indeed a venerable institution, and 
the air of the centuries is brooding about it. Here 
are the graves of mighty warriors. Here are their 
stone effigies, ranged alongside the walls of the 
church in everlasting silence. The trump of Ga- 


briel will never arouse them. The ancient records 


of the church are a somewhat curious sign of the 
times. One man burned out of house and home 
received the munificent sum of one shilling and six- 
pence to help him out of his difficulties. This, 
however, might count more than at the present. day, 


seeing that the daily wage of a laborer was only one 


penny. But in the same record it is also stated 
that the parson received one pound and six shillings 
for the purchase of a new umbrella. It seems that 
an umbrella was far more valuable than the whole 
possessions of the ordinary farmer. Those were 
queer times indeed, when saints were innumerable, 
and rags also. Chester-le-Street is the mother 
both of Durham and Newcastle. It was about 635 
that the episcopal see was established which after- 
wards was transferred to Durham. In 883 the 
cathedral building was founded at Chester-le- 
Street, in which were placed the sacred remains of 
St. Cuthbert. In 995 these remains were miracu- 
lously “deposited where the Cathedral of Durham” 
now stands, and the ecclesiastical glory and wealth 
of Chester-le- Street forever departed. 

Chester-le-Street has a wonderful record of 
saintly holiness. Godric lived in Finchdale Priory 
on the river Wear, and practiced unheard of sus- 
terities. He wore an iron shirt next to his skin 
night and day, and is said to hav worn out three; 
he mingled ashes with the flour from which he made 
his bread, and lest it should be then too good, kept 
it three or four months before he ventured to eat it. 
In winter, as well as in summer, he passed whole 
nights up to his chin in water at his devotions. He 
was haunted by beautiful damsels, and 80 visited by 
evil concupiscence that he cured himself by rolling 
naked among thorns and briars. His body grew 
ulcerated, but to increase his pain he poured salt 
into his wounds. He finally was admitted into the 
calendar of saints. I should say that these old 
monks were fools, if it were not that as the result 
of their renown for holiness the monasteries: be- 
came enormouslyrich. I think there was a method 
in the madness of these ulcerated saints. If they 
did not get the heavenly crown, they surely re- 
ceived from credulous votaries the gold and silver 
and precious stones of this earth, and I shouldn’t 
wonder if they repaid themselvs amply in secret 
for their austerities in public. 

At any rate they hav left behind churches and 
cathedrals which even to-day reveal the pomp and 
splendor of ancient worship; that humanity was 
crushed in order to giv God the glory. 

After visiting the church, dim and vague with 
memories of the superstitious past, I direct my 
footsteps with my comrades across the green fields 
to old Lumley Castle, towering magnificently among 
the groves beyond the river Wear. Over this we 
ferry in old-fashioned style, and, for the time being, 
with the moldering and majestic building in the 
distance, the meadows and forests around the quiet, 
meandering stream, over whose glassy tide we softly 
sweep, it seemed as if the nineteenth century 
melted into the lands of dreams, and the reality of 
the knightly ages was in the very atmosphere we 
breathed, and the verdant scenes in which the 
smoke and noise of industry hav not yet prevailed. 
A grand old building is Lumley Castle, partially in 
habited at present, but filled with the dust of ages, 
with wide desolate rooms in which once was heard 
the tramp of armed soldiery. We stood on the top 
of the towers from whence the archers hurled their 
deadly weapons. We peered into the gloom of the 
prison cell, and the awful dungeon; we saw the 
great kitchen and the enormous fireplace by which 
hundreds of troops could be fed; we viewed the 
remnants of ancient nobility mingled with the ele- 
gance of modern art. The Lumleys were a famous 
fighting race. ‘They were with William the Con- 
queror, and among his most trusted councilors and 
defenders. They hav left a brilliant record of de- 
votion and daring in the annals of royalty. They 
belonged entirely to the old regime, and never had 
an idea of progress. The castle is a memorial of 
the past, glittering in melancholy grandeur amidst 
the festivities of to-day; a place where the traveler 
from the New World will ponder over the beauty 
and the sadness of the past; its wild strifes and 
awful crimes; its gloomy faith, mingled with brave 


ing point. Mr. Peacock, the president of the so 
ciety, Mr. George White, Mr. Sanderson, of Jarrow, 
and Mr. Wm. Gilhespy, etc., are gathered around 
the festiv table. Afterwards we walked to the pier, 
from which, in the illuminated evening, is presented 
one of the most beautiful sights on the coast of 
England. The pier runs out one mile into the sea, 
and over it at times the waves break in giant fury 
Here are the life-boat stations. "Thousands hav 
been saved from the stormy ocean. The two piers 
at South Shields and Tynemouth form an immense 
breakwater, and where once there was only danger 
to the tossing ship, is now a secure harbor. One 
would hardly think as he walked along the placid 
shore where multitudes of people are flocking, 
where boats are plying, and waves roll softly over 
the wide beach on which hundreds of children romp, 
while the sea spreads afar like a mirror, and the 
banks of the Tyne glow resplendent like fairy halls— 
one would hardly think that the tempestuous ocean 
might rush in with ten thousand battalions and 
shake these colossal piers to their foundation, and 
thunder to the very streets of the city. But such is 
sometimes the vast velocity and terror of this now 
smiling expanse. Man, however, does not lose his 
courage or his skill, and battles victoriously with 
the elements. I understand that the modern life- 
boat, which plunges defiantly into the very jaws of 
death, and cannot be engulfed, but always comes 
right-side up amidst the most whirling billows, was 
first invented at Newcastle. The impetuous bravery 
of the old Norse kings abides on the river Tyne, 
and the hero goes forth to combat the storm-god 
with joyous enthusiasm, not to destroy now but to 
Save. 

The North of England makes a noble record for 
the Freethought campaign; and the time was all 
too short that I could spend in this varied metrop- 
olis, with its progressiv spirit, its vast industries, 
its beautiful surroundings, its thrilling and splen- 
did historic associations. In no part of England 
can one better observe the evolutions of the human 
race, its struggle for existence, and the survival of 
the fittest. 

On Tuesday, July 9th, I am again in London, 
after an absence of about five weeks. I spend 
Wednesday evening with Mr. and Mrs. Foote, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gilmour, of Glasgow, and J. M. Wheeler, 
at the home of Charles Watts, where, among con- 
genial spirits, the life of London flows with the 
progress of the world. Watts is pre-eminently so- 
ciable. He does not reserve all his vivacity for the 
platform. He believes in good comradeship. And, 
indeed, we could not stand the tug of war, endure 
the battle with injustice and wrong, unless at times 
we did gather about the camp-fire throw our 
weapons off, enjoy the pleasures of the hour with 
mental stimulation and happy impulse. Mr. and 
Mrs. Watts hav the kindly art of making the fire- 
side light genial to both friend and stranger. Old- 
time experiences in Ámerica come flashing along, 
while new fields open before. I was pleased to 
meet our brilliant representativ in the North, 
Mr. Gilmour, who is one of our best-equipped men, 
a thorough student, and a facil and suggestiv lec- 
turer. He keeps things on the move, and Free- 
thought in his hands will never lack a successful 
defender. i 

On Thursday, with Mrs. Watts and Mrs. Foote, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Gilmour, I visit for the first time 
the wonderful gloom of Westminster Abbey. Here 
is the buried majesty of the ages. Here are the 
tombs of kings and queens, of the “illustrious ob- 
scure,” and of poets and philosophers who hav 
given glory to the universal world. Here for hours 
one ean wander among beautiful and solemn chap- 
els, the sunbeams falling from windows of marvel- 
ous hues upon the white faces of the dead shin- 
ing in statuesque glory; the gorgeous tombs, 
clothed with imperial regalia; the marble slab, 
silent over the ashes of immortal genius ; along the 
old parliament house, small and barren, within 
whose walls once rolled and surged an imperious 
host, and the green sward contrasting with the 
desolation of decay. To the eye of imagination, the 
portals of the centuries seem to open; the dust 
awakes, and a multitudinous procession appears. 
The old minster seems to melt, and its “frozen 
music” becomes an abounding melody of life. The 
poetry, the art, the romance, the gallantry and 
splendor of & thousand years fill the venerable 
aisles, and the great city is forgotten in the throng- 
ing shadows of this o’erarching sepulcher, en- 
riched with the pathos and sublimity of the dead 
generations. , 

Friday I had the pleasure of dining again at 
Simpson's, with Watts, Foote, Forder, and Mr. 
George Anderson. This time he givs the Pilgrim 
& beautiful golden compass, so that wheresoever he 
may travel—on top of the Andes, or on Greenland's 
icy shores, or India's coral strand, or, it may be, 


and careless song; its reckless ardor that dashed 
into the lists of death without a thought save of 
honor and glory. Beautiful fell the sunshine on 
this old castle—on its mighty walls and towers; 
beautiful around it spread the vast and undulating 
country, with dark green forests and radiant fields; 
the river Wear shining along in wavering expanses; 
the city, a thousand years old, glimmering on the 
indistinct horizon, while the church-spire, hoary 
with time, attracts thé dreamy view. It was a pic- 
ture where past and present might mingle in poetic 
charm, and from the darkness and struggle of the 
one be seen emerging the bloom and brilliancy of 
the other. 

I find a stalwart Freethought company at Ches- 
ter-le-Street. I lecture at Pelton, about three 
miles away, for the accommodation of friends at 
other points. On the whole there is a fair attend- 
ance, and Iam glad to meet so many ardent com- 
rades. I name a little child, Anna Ellen Lowther, 
and I am sure from the brightness of her eyes, and 
the cunning beauty of her smile, that she will ever 
be on the roll of Freethought. On behalf of par- 
ents and friends of universal humanity, I welcomed 
the little one into the glorious comradeship of truth, 
of liberty, of justice, of human work and progress. 
I think it well to thus enroll our children’s names 
on the banners of our marching columns. 

I enjoyed Chester-leStreet. There was the 
freshness and the cordiality of the new, with the 
suggestiv and moving associations of the old. 
Where kings and priests once ruled, the forces of 
Freethought now prevail. It was a contrast which, 
in the thoughtful mind, awakes a train of thrilling 
emotions. 

I thank the Freethinkers of Chester-le-Street 
and vicinity for their generous support. In every 
way my visit to this most ancient spot was a de- 
lightful one. I could not hav been treated better 
had I been St. Cuthbert himself. 

Newcastle on-the-Tyne is my Sunday’s camping- 
ground. Here is a great center of industry, ship- 
ping, coal, factories, etc. In the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, although & celebrated town, it had only 
3,000 inhabitants. Now it has over 200,000. And 
these figures do not express the real growth of this 
country, which is the heart of the North of Eng- 
land, for practically there is a great city here of one 
million of people, with Newcastle, Gateshead, Tyne- 
mouth, South Shields, etc. This is one of the old- 
est civilized and inhabited portions of the kingdom. 
In the year 80 Agricola, the Roman general, built a 
fort on the present site of Newcastle, and here also 
passed the stupendous wall built by the Emperor 
Severus from the Irish sea to the German ocean. 
About tnree miles from Newcastle yet remains & 
curious fragment of Severus's wall It is about 
nine feet in breadth. An apple-tree grows out of 
the middle of it. From Roman times onward, 
Newcastle has been connected with the battles and 
struggles of Danes and Saxons, Scots and English, 
the houses of York and Lancaster, etc. At Jarrow 
lived and died the venerable Bede, the best historian 
of -his time. The castle was built during the reign 
of William the Conqueror. It was at times a royal 
residence. Afterwards, amidst changing fortunes, 
it was a place of refuge for thieves and vagabonds 
flying from justice. It is now the rag fair of the 
town, & more useful institution as such than when 
the abode of kings. 

Newcastle presents many objects of interest, both 
in what it has been on the roll of history, and what 
it is to-day in the world of industry. It has a large 
radical and Freethought element. John Morley is 
the representativ of this place, and he is weli known 
for his non-Christian opinions, and they do not 
seem to trouble him politically. The Liberal 
churchman will giv him his vote. I find an excel- 
lent organization of Secularists at Newcastle. 
They are activ and hard-working, and cultivate the 
spirit of comradeship. On Friday evening before 
the lecture we had a social gathering for the purpose 
of getting acquainted. Mr. Bartram, secretary, 
Mr. W. Gilhespy, Mr. Carl Aarshad, Mr. Thomas 
Foreman, Mr. Peacock, and others, were gathered 
together. There was a speech of welcome by Mr. 
Peacock, a response by the American visitor—songs 
and recitations, and the cheerful circle of an Eng- 
lish high tea. It was a very pleasant introduction 
to the campaign labors. I giv three lectures on 
Sunday, July 7th, to good audiences. The weather 
was 80 fine that people would rather walk in the 
park, or wander by the ses shore, than attend 
church, chapel, or lecture. They are beginning to 
enjoy the Sunday here in a somewhat continental 
way, and the ancient gloom is disappearing. I was 
satisfied with the result. Those whe do identify 
themselvs with the movement in Newcastle are 
sturdy in their support. They are jovial compan- 
ions. On Monday I went over to South Shields, 
where I met some of the Secularists of this flourish- 
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Siberia’s darksome plains—he will hav, not the 
word of God, but the beautiful finger of nature, 
the unerring needle, that is ever constant to the 
glorious shining star, to guide him to liberty and 
truth. I thank my friend for this magnet of na- 
ture—more faithful than any saint, more accurate 
than any Bible, more subtle than amy god, more 
enduring than any church—<that, ever pointing to 
the sparkling reality, is a thousand times greater 
blessing to humanity than a million golden 
Orosses. . 

One would scarcely think that among the crowd- 
ing masses of London one would ever meet by 
chance a friend from America. One might roam 
for a hundred years in these streets and never come 
across another’s track. But it happened that almost 
the first thing that Dr. Darrow, of Fargo, and Mr. 
Morton, of Minneapolis, did was to meet the Pil- 
grim on the Strand, one of the great thoroughfares 
of London. I couldn't recognize my transatlantic 
friends at first, it seemed so wildly improbable that 
anybody from Dakota or Minnesota would be in 
London. But so it was. I rallied to the occa- 
sion, and America for the moment was in the as- 
cendent and we hardly realized that we were on 
the oriental side of the “great herring-pond.” 
We joined forces for the time being, and beheld 
the wonders of the Palace, and the delightfully 
horrible wax-works of Madam Tussaud. It being 
& supreme necessity for all foreigners, especially 
Americans, to see these wax-works, we pro- 
ceeded to do the business at the earliest moment. 
The exhibition is really no better than a ten-cent 
show in Ohicago, except in the extent and the awful 
realism of its exhibits. There is quite a gorgeous 
display of the kings and queens of history, the 
great warriors, the successful statesmen, but to my 
mind the most interesting wax statue in the whole 
collection was that of Madam Tussaud herself—-a 
little bit of a woman, but apparently full of grit and 
extraordinary energy; and it certainly must hav 
taken an immense amount of enthusiasm and persis- 
tency to ha¥ gotten together a collection like this— 
the most varied and grotesque collection to be seen 
on the planet, especially the “Chamber of Hor- 
fors "— what a lurid fascination in these uncouth 
displays! Here is the identical trunk that held the 
murdered body, the identical knife that did the 
bloody deed, the identical dress worn by the victim, 
and so on to the end of the thrilling chapter. It 
was a relief to finish the round of this infernal cu- 
riosity shop. 

Saturday I journey to Bristol. I am welcomed 
to the hospitable home of Dr. and Mrs. Stevens, 
and the days of work and entertainment pass de- 
lightfully along. The doctor is an earnest Free- 
thinker, and it would be a great help to our cause 
if a few more like him would stand in the ranks. 
He questioned the parliamentary candidates of his 
district as to their position in regard to the * Blas- 
phemy laws,” by which the Secularists of England 
are at present outlawed. The Liberal candidate 
expressed himself as distinctly in favor of their re- 
peal, but Michael Hicks Beach, the Conservativ 
candidate, said that while the law in its present 
form was a little old-fashioned, yet he was in favor 
of a blasphemy law of some kind.. He was also 
opposed to the opening of museums, etc., on the 
“Sabbath,” and expressed a great horror of 
the “continental Sunday.” I think this is about 
the general position of the Tory party, and if that 
party wins, there is but little hope of the repeal of 
the * Blasphemy laws,” although it must be ad 
mitted, even by the Conservativ, that these laws are 
an outrage on human ‘rights. The parliamentary 
election is at present occupying the attention of 
the community to the exclusion of almost every- 
' thing else; and so for the time being the Free- 
thought audiences are not so large as they might 
otherwise be. 

I must thank Mr. and Mrs. Stevens for their kind 
attention to the American visitor I must record 
the smiles and beauty of the little baby—five 
months old—Dorothy Winifred, who contributed 
much to the enjoyment of the occasion, and who 


will, no doubt, ever illuminate the path of Free- 


thought, if the laws of heredity prevail and the 
promis of a happy birth. Sawvzz P. Purnam. 


Hints for Mr. Roosevelt. 

Anybody who plays a game of anykind within two 
miles of any religious meeting is guilty of a misde- 
meanor under Section 275 of our extraordinary penal 
code. Why do not the police shut up all the billiard 
roome, chess clubs, and the like during the Friday 
evening prayer meeting time? 

Under section 277 of the Penal Code everybody 
connected with music halls, roof gardens and the like 
is a law breaker if acrobatic performances, rope- 
walking, exhibitions of strength, juggling or any- 


thing of the kind is permitted there. Why do not 
the police enforce this law ? 

If Mr. Roosevelt will read page 2,223 of the Re- 
vised Statutes he will learn that every time he or 
any other citizen uses a “big, big D” he incurs a 
penalty of $1, which he must pay or go to jail. If 
Mr. Roosevelt’s police rigidly enforce this law the 
revenues of New York will overflow. 

These are examples merely. They show that our 
statute books are full of dead-letter laws which the 
police do not enforce or attempt to enforce.— New 


York World. 


Huxley’s Funeral. 
From the Agnostic Journat. 

On the afternoon of July 4th the beautiful ceme- 
tery at Hast Finchley was invaded by pilgrim 
mourtiers assembled to honor themselvs by reverent 
farewell to the dead leader, Thomas Henry Huxley. 
The crowd was numerically insignificant, but intel- 
lectually unique. Its annihilation would hav been 
numéfically imperceptible among England's teem- 
ing millions, but profoundly perceptible as a deduc- 
tion from the sum total of England's intellectual 
life. In the hush of the surrounding hills and 
woods, heads were bared in homage to what in life 
was illustrious, in death a mighty influence. The 
centuries are as sorcerers—in another age Huxley 
would hav passed in the flame of the martyrs in- 
stead of by natural doom. There was, in truth, a 
suggestion of tragedy. In sad, stern silence Leslie 
Stephen, Lecky, and many another brilliant rebel 
listened to the rites of the Church of England re- 
cited over the grave of the foremost and most 
uncompromising heretic of this generation. 

There was no pageantry, as the Zimes observed. 
None was needed. There were no idle sight-seers, 
save perhaps a few villagers. These, by the way, 
were the only respondents to the “Amen” of the 
burial service. The Rev. J. L. Davies, old friend 
and neighbor of Huxley, liberal priest and evolu- 
tionist that he is, faltered in tremulous utterance. 
It may be that personal grief sensibly gave him 
pause. It may hav been—and I think it was—that 
a sense Of incongruity, of desecration—nay, even of 
shame—moved him as he was compelled to connect 
the official * sure and certain hope of resurrection” 
with the memory of the iconoclast of theology and 
the constructor of science. The force of supersti- 
tion, allied to social convention, and probably (it is 
for one of the Huxley family who may read these 
lines to correct if the guess is wrong) some instinct 
of sentiment in one or other that loved him, made 
it possible and inevitable that a priest of the church 
of England (however unorthodox) should be obliged 
to say: 

á Lord, hav mercy upon us. 

Christ, hav mercy upon ua. 

` Lord, hav mercy upon us, 
Respectfully and in profoundest sympathy with sur- 
vivors it may be submitted that the very eminence 
of Huxley, so stalwartly sincere, demands that the 
world of science and enlightened culture should be 
advised whether this gnostic service was consistent 
with any wish or concession before the death that 


is lamented. If the responsibility rests with any 


who shared his life and love, criticism is disarmed 
while regret is activ. We may especially appeal to 
Mr. Leonard or Mr. Henry Huxley to enlighten the 
public in historic justice to posterity. 

Regret, however, is vain. Pride endures. Like 
the symbolic oak that restfully shadows the grave 
where the investigator now lies incurious, the lost 
leader could break but never bend. The willow 
that neighbors the oak sways to passing winds even 
as his affection was emotional. The ironclad smiter 
of Wace and Gladstone and the Gadarean swine 
was human, loving, and lovable. The quaint, tiny 
tombstone next his grave is eloquent witness—his 
first-born rests there: “Son, thy father brings thee 
sorrowing.” Two of the Pollocks read that pas- 
sionate sentence; the brave wife of William King- 
don Olifford paused over it, thinking then, maybe, 
of one of whom it was written, “Even as no man 
loved life more, 80 no man feared death less.” 

The sons of Darwin were there, Herbert Spencer 
was represented, Mrs. Humphry Ward—all of in- 
terest to readers of this journal The authoress of 
* Robert Elsmere"—the famous heretical novel— 
was subject to the “heckling” of a stray and belated 
priest as the writer passed her. * Now, what would 
you prefer to think—immortality or annihilation ?” 
the priest was uttering with unction. Perhaps I 
heard, perhaps thought I heard, the answer: “ What 
we prefer to think is not always true!” 

* What we prefer to think is not always true!” 
That was the sonorous message of the lost leader. 
He is dead, but not recreant. We shall remember 
him differently from the “lost leader” of Browning: 

We that had loved him so, followed him, honored him, 

Lived in his * * * magnificent eye, 
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Learned his great language, caught his clear accents, 
Made him our pattern to liv and to die. É 

But we shall not think of one who left us fora 
*handful of silver," for a “riband to stick in his 
hat;” we shall think of our rags that were purple 
to his heart—he who declined no task, left no foot- 
path untrod. The “devil's triumph,” the “wrong 
to man and insult to God,” was pronounced by the 
priest: who journeyed from Westmoreland to oblige 
whoever was responsible for the blasphemous— 
there is no other word—rites of the church that 
Huxley combated with a combativness inspired by 
the love of science and the care for mankind. And 
the priest said “Amen,” and only the villagers re- 
sponded. There were those by that grave who 
loved Huxley and who understood his life's work. 
How: apposit it would hav been had only two or 
three individuals, selected almost at random from 
that distinguished group, delivered each his brief 
dirge and eulogy by the side of that as yet unclosed 
grave! But it was not to be. 

Saladin, Frederick Millar, and the present writer 
walked sadly away, thinking one thought—Super- 
stition is endowed and fortressed. It curses the 
cradle and the grave. Who shall end the last hy- 
pocrisy? John Morley was not there, but one, at 
least, thought of his words on his “dead master,” 
John Stuart Mill: 

* We hav lost a great teacher and example of 
knowledge and virtue; but men will long feel the 
presence of his character about them, making them 
ashamed of what is indolent or selfish, and encour- 
aging them to all disinterested labor both in try- 
ing to do good and in trying to find out what the 
good is—which is harder.” Amos WATERS. 


“ Desiceated Saints." 

We are giad to note, by reverential articles in the 
New York World and the San Francisco Jxaminer, 
that St. Peregrinus has passed the United States 
Custom House, and is now installed in St. Anselm’s 
Church, at One Hundred and. Fifty-third street, 
New York City. When tke saint was hoisted 
ashore in his sealed and padlocked box, a United 
States custom inspector was about to open him up, 
so as to see Whether he was dutiable or not. But 
Father Gerard Spielman explained to the inspector 
of customs that “the canon rule of the Roman Cath- 
olic church required that the seals of a sacred relic 
should be broken only in the presence of the high- 
est ecclesiastical authority, whose duty it is to pro- 
nounce upon their genuinness." The inspector 
thereupon let St. Peregrinus pass. We do not 
quite see why. The customs inspectors on the New 
York docks are not governed by the “canon rules 
of the Roman Catholic church,” but by the regula- 
tions of the United States Treasury Department. 
These are so strict that the ordinary man cannot 
get even a hat-box through without opening it. 
Why, therefore, was St. Peregrinus permitted to 
pass? Evidently the Roman church has a pull 
with the custom house. à 

It is not so much permitting St. Peregrinus to 
pass free that we object to as it is permitting him 
to pass unopened. It is not probable that St. 
Peregrinus could be considered dutiable. Neither 
in the McKinley nor in the Wilson tariff is there 
any mention made of desiccated saints. But in the 
name cf those American citizens and citizenesses 
who are forced, when landing from European 
steamers, to open trunks and boxes, to delve into 
their deepest recesses, and to drag out into the 
garish light all sorts of wearing apparel, we protest 
against such discrimination. Let all dried foreign 
saints, parts of dried foreign saints, and all parcels, 
portions, or integumenta of dried foreign saints, be 
subject to as severe examination as are the impedi- 
ments of living American sinners. 

. We are told that St. Peregrinus is the first of his 
brand to enter the United States whole. Most 
desiccated saints are shipped here in sections, the 
other portions being used to work miracles in other 
cities and in other lands. As the respectful Zzam- 
iner says: “Thisis the first genuin entire body of a 
saint ever brought to this country, although, of 
course, there are plenty of relics here in the shape of 
fragments of saints and certain of their belongings.” 
The wrist-bone of St. Anne, “the grandmother of 
God,” will most readily recur to the minds of our 
readers in this connection. There is a thumb-bone 
of St. Anne’s, if we are not mistaken, at the church 
of the Redemptorists in New York, where it is en- 
gaged in curing people of all sorts of minor mala- 
dies, but the larger and more effectiv fragment of 
St. Anne is the wrist-bone, which is now working 
in a Quebec church, where it cures even fatal dis- 
orders, with the utmost certainty and dispatch. 

What possibilities in Peregrinus! It is true” 
that his healing qualities hav not been passed upon. 
Archbishop Corrigan, however, “has examined all 
the documents, authenticated the relic, and ap- 
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proved of its being exposed to public veneration 
in the church itself.” St. Peregrinus is to be 
placed in a shrine in the church of St. Anselm. 
When there, it remains to be seen what he can do. 
We hav already given the fairy-like history of St. 
Peregrinus up to his final enshrining in Bavaria, 
where he slowly desiccated and grew in the odor of 
sanctity. If he is any kind of a saint at all he 
ought to be able to do more than the fragmentary 
saints already shipped to these shores. We shall 
look with much interest for accounts of the mira- 
cles to be performed by Peregrinus when he gets to 
work.—San Francisco Argonaut. 


Cyclones and Superstition. 

Readers of Taz Truru Srezer know that about 
the middle of last month a cyclone descended from 
the clouds upon & hamlet called Cherry Hill, in 
Bergen county, New Jersey, and wiped the ground 
with the inhabitants and their houses. Five persons 
are reported to hav lost their lives, while the de- 
struction of property probably amounts to twenty- 
five per cent of the assessed valuation of the build- 
ings in the borough. The Rev. Mr. Duryee, pastor 
of the single church in Cherry Hill, stood upon the 
rickety steps of the half-demolished home of the 
slain Conrad Friedman, across the street from 
his own wrecked tabernacle, and told the assembled 
mourners and villagers that the. cyclone had its 
origin with God, and was one of the deity’s ingen- 
ious methods of chastening his beloved. The de- 
ceased Mr. Friedman was & hotel keeper. When 
the storm of July 13th came up he went to an 
upper part of the house to close a window, but 
while there the cyclone lifted the roof, the chimney 
fell upon him, and he was dashed to pieces. Among 
the Rev. Mr. Duryee’s hearers was Mr. August 
Mund, a German Socialist and Freethinker, doing 
business a8 a mason and a grocer. Mr. Mund’s 
barn had been swept away, and his hired man, a 
Hungarian, known to him only as Antone, carried 
across the road into the middle of a cornfield, 
where he was picked up dead. When Mr. Mund 
heard the Rev. Mr. Duryee say that the cyclone had 
been sent to Cherry Hill by providence, and when 
he further heard the clergyman pray for a continu- 
ation of the divine blessing, he is said to hav ejacu- 
lated, “Pfui!” “Humbug!” and to otherwise hav 
expressed his discent from the theological view. 
Later on, a8 he relaid the foundations of his barn 
and of one of his houses that had been twisted off 
its base, he argued with the spectators that if the 
cyclone had any theological significance whatever, it 
proved that there was no overruling providence. 
In & week he had the frame of & new barn reared, 
when another storm came up and the southeast 
post of the structure was demolished by lightning. 
Then his religious neighbors were sure that Mr. 
Mund must admit that the Almighty was partici- 
pating in the proceedings, but he didn't. On the 
contrary, he pointed out that the cyclone had dam- 
aged the church more than his property, and that 
the lightning that hit his new barn had struck 
two churches in Hackensack only & mile or two 
away. The reasonable explanation, he said, was 
that Cherry Hill lay in the path of storms or in 
a center of electrical disturbance. As they were 
unable to answer his arguments the neighbors 
concluded to boycott him, and in the local papers a 
statement was published that he would receive no 
further patronage as a grocer or a8 & mason. 

The state of affairs above described came to the 
knowledge of Mr. Henry Bird, president of the 
Newark, N. J., Liberal League, and, as he stated in 
a letter to Tue Truru SEEKER office, his indignation 
burned within him. He at once dispatched a note 
to Mr. Mund soliciting the use of his barn, and 
printed circulars announcing a meeting there on 
Sunday, August 4th, to discuss the subject of 
* Oguses of Cyclones.” Besides Mr. Bird, the 
speakers advertised were Henry Rowley, of the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association; Prof. Daniel 
T. Ames, of the New York Liberal Club, and Alder- 
man McGuire, of Paterson. 

The occasion promised to be so interesting that 
instead of writing Observations, I concluded to 
vary my usual form of Sabbath-breaking by attend- 
ing. Cherry Hill is about twenty miles from New 
York, on the New York and New Jersey railroad, a 
line I had not previously heard of. Before reach- 
ing the place the passenger begins to see signs of 
the cyclone’s havoc among the trees lying broken 
and withered along tue track. The first thing no- 
ticed by the stranger is that at Cherry Hill there is 
no station. There was one, but the wind took it 
across the track into the swamp. Accompanied by 
my family I wandered about the hamlet. The 
ground is covered with wreckage—shingles, window- 
panes, pulverized glass and plastering, and tin 
roofs either lying on the grass or lodged half-way 
up a tree. Uprooted trees are everywhere, and the 


grass in the mowing-lots is as flat as if a river had 
flowed over it. Some houses are totally demolished, 
while others, susceptible of repair, hav been got 
into living shape again. The church, a structure 
about sixty feet square, stands askew on its founda- 
tions. Under the impetus of the wind it started 
off toward the southeast, but caught on a locust 
stump after going about two feet. Its north side 
is shattered and pierced by beams that came end- 
on, like arrows, from the broken-up hotel across the 
way. The corner-stone bears the inscription, * Re- 
erected 1892.” In that year the building was de- 
stroyed by lightning. The congregation now wor- 
Ships God, and licks the hand that smote it, 
beneath & tarpaulin in the rear of the edifice. 

While we were yet viewing the wreck, thunder 
began to rumble in the sky and we sought shelter 
at the house of Mr. Mund, the defendant. This 
gentleman turned out to be a well-informed Ger- 
man-American, with a hearty contempt for politics 
and politicians and no use whatever for religion 
and ministers. There is nothing aggressiv about 
him except an inclination to express his thought on 
such subjects as are up for discussion in his pres- 
ence. He is primarily a Socialist, and regards 
churches a8 an accident of “capitalism.” He isa 
reader of the People, the Socialistic paper of this 
city, and knows of Karl Marx and Lassalle and 
Shevitch and Saniel and De Leon and Alexander 
Jonas, but he never heard of Tux TaurH SEEKER, 
and perhaps never of Ingersoll, except as what the 
People calls him, “a doctrinaire of the god Cap- 
ital.” The Cherry Hill-dwellers say Mund is an An- 
archist, but that only proves, first, that they don’t 
know what he is, and, second, that they don’t know 
what Anarchist means. His little store provides 
the railroad section hands and the foreign popula- 
tion generally with a place to meet, and smoke, and 
talk, and also with tobacco, ginger ale, candy, ham, 
bologna, and blutwurst. He is a man of family, of 
substance, and of industry, and with a good trade 
and money ahead doesn’t giv a damn for the “cap- 
italistic ingredient” of Cherry Hill. 

The rain fell vigorously until about three o'clock, 
the hour of the meeting, and just as it got through 
Mr. Bird arrived from Newark in a carriage, and 
Mr. Rowley from Brooklyn by rail. Mr. McGuire, 
the Socialist alderman of Paterson, did not come at 
all, neither did Professor Ames. The rain kept 
away the crowd that was due from Hackensack ; the 
Paterson contingent, presumably Socialistic, failed 
to assemble, and apart from the dozen Freethinkers 
who had got wind of the meeting, there was no 
audience except Mr. Mund's neighbors and a few 
bicyclers from down the line. But the proceedings, 
though delayed, were not postponed. Messrs. Bird 
&nd Rowley consulted, looked over the field, and 
reasoned about as follows: * Here are a score of 
people within the sound of our voices. It cannot 
be possible that all of them know the cause of 
cyclones. We hav come here to sow seed, and we 
will sow it, if only to the air.” And so, with a 
heroism which I could never hope to attain, they 
got a table and a chair, and Mr. Bird, as president, 
opened the meeting. In due form he announced 
the subject to be discussed, “ Causes of Cyclones,” 
and informed us of the light in which the matter 
would be discussed. He then introduced Mr. 
Rowley. 

The president of the Brooklyn Philosophical As- 
sociation took us all into his confidence at once, 
pointing out that we had been called together by a 
calamity that had fallen upon the community unpro- 
voked, without warning and without redress. Then 
he explained the origin of winds—the warming of 
the earth’s surface by the sun, the rising of the 
heated atmosphere making room for the colder air 
to rush into the vacuum which nature abhors—all 
as Simple as the draught of a stove with a fire in it. 
The meeting of diverse currents of sir formed the 
cyclone. The occurrence of this phenomenon in 
Cherry Hill was not a miracle, but on the contrary 
it would hav been a miracle if the cyclone had not 
resulted from the atmospheric conditions prevailing 
there on July 13th. Passing to the theological view 
that the whirlwind was sent from heaven to disci- 
plin the people of the community, and that it had 
fallen heaviest, as in justice it must, on those most 
deserving of chastisment, he asked if any person 
present would dare to maintain that theory in the 
house of one of the sufferers. Did they think that 
God, like a cannibal, would devour his own off- 
Spring with those of his enemies? In regarding 
natural phenomena, religious people are as children 
in the dark. Children are not afraid of the dark- 
ness itself, but they are afraid because they cannot 
see what is around them. So with the religious 
mind: it is blinded by superstition, or too indolent 
to investigate, and so stands in terror of the crea- 
tures of its own imagination. God never built a 
house in Cherry Hill, but it would be as reasonable 


to expect him to do so as hold that he had de- 
stroyed one. 

In such manner did Mr. Rowley, for a period of 
forty minutes, agitate the gray matter of the Hill- 
dwellers ; and when he closed there was applause 
from unexpected sources. 

Forty or fifty persons were now present, some 
sitting in carriages at a safe distance, and more 
arriving. Mr. Bird made an address. Considering 
the hypothesis that atmospheric disturbances are a 
means of punishment, he pointed to the apparent 
lack of purpose in those phenomena and the waste 
of energy involved in employing them with such an. 
object in view. But would God be likely to destroy 
his own property to punish somebody else? If God 
was powerful enough to create a universe and set 
it in motion, would he not presumably hav suffi- 
cient influence over a modest cyclone to steer it 
clear of buildings dedicated to his worship, where 
his creatures met habitually to prostrate themselvs 
and invoke his mercy? Let them ask themselvs 
this question standing beside their only church, 
warped, twisted, and bilged and hung up on a 
locust stump, like a stranded vessel on a sandbar. 
Mr. Bird had asked a lady in Cherry Hill if she 
thought God sent the cyclone, and she replied that 
she attributed it to the devil. Asked if God did 
not provide the world with a devil, she said that 
was a mystery. “Show me a mystery," said Mr. 
Bird, “and I will show you a humbug.” Truth 
offers no mysteries as explanations of natural events. 

Mr. Bird was getting warmer and more interest- 
ing every minute, when train time came and I had 
to leave. At the place where the station used to 
be we waited, with Mr. and Mrs. Rowley, a quarter 
of an hour for the cars to come along. From that 
point we could look back up the road and see that 
Mr. Bird kept his audience with him. Whether he 
missed our presence or not, I had no means of de- 
termining, but he had a carriage in waiting and 
was independent of railroads. We could see his 
vigorous gesticulation and knew that he was giving 
them the true doctrin. As the train came up we 
waved an unobserved good-by to the sturdy old 
warrior doing valiant battle for the truth, and then 
we were borne homeward. Some minutes later a 
rift in the trees gave us a last glimps of the meet- 
ing place, and he was there still, smiting away at 
superstition with undiminished energy. Long life 
to him! Gro. E. Macvonaxp. 


nm 
In Eastern Oregon. 

Wagner is a paradise in the Blue mountains— 
Grant county, Or.—and nowhere has Secularism 
better representativs. I left home June 29, and 
the following Sunday was met at Hepner by Mr. 
Ferd Hunt and a fine team, and the forty-mile 
drive over the mountains was most enjoyable. Mr. 
Hunt is a magnificent fellow—jolly, generous, and 
with resources of laughable stories that shorten 
time and distance. 

We arrived at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Warren 
Carsner in time for supper, and with their bright 
children, Robert and Maude, and other friends my 
first evening in Hastern Oregon was pleasantly 
passed. There never was a happier home than this 
until the death of their little darling Bertie. How 
sorry we all are for them,and how gladly would we 
lessen their grief! Messrs. Z. and O. Martin, loyal 
friends, are also just now mourning the death of 
their dear old mother. 

The Secularists here had been looking forward 
to my coming for several months, and had made 
preparations to celebrate the Fourth in grand style, 
and you may be sure they did, too. What a host 
of good friends! Maxwell Ramsby, who might well 
be called the father of Secularism on the Pacific 
coast; George and Carl Wagner, on nobler men 
than whom the sun never shone—whose honesty, 
sincerity, and all-round goodness hav made them 
honored and loved by Secularists and Christians 
alike; William Collins, who once escorted the Secu- 
lar Pilgrim through part of this Haystack country, 
and who is a reformer politically as well as relig- 
iously ; Mrs. Collins, the gentle “little mother,” and 
her children; Mr. and Mrs. William Gates; Mr. and 
Mrs. W. P. Anderson, and many others. I cannot 
mention them all and still hav space to tell about 
the “Trinity,” as Mrs. A. M. Crawford, of Lone 
Rock, has christened the three preachers who the 
past two weeks hav been making desperate efforts 
to defend their faith here. 

Before I came our friends had sent out a general 
challenge to the preachers to meet me in debate, 
and on the Fourth of July the “ Trinity” material- 
ized, viz., Rev. Mr. Bramlet the Father, Rev. J. T. 
Moore the Son, and Rev. Mr. Henton the Ghost. 
The “Father” is a very poor excuse for a man, with 
& great deal of Braden pugnacity, and when chal- 
lenged he he replied that he * would debate with 


! her provided she would shingle her hair and put on 
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trousers.” Bo after my morning oration on “ Ideal | I was told there was a priceless talent in the napkin | and Catholic bigotry are united. The mayor re- 
and Actual Liberty" and my afternoon address on | of Christianity, and I thought so too. But when I | fused us the city hall, saying that as long as he was 
à What Secularism Has Done for Woman," I pub- | became a man and needed resources, I opened the | chief executiv no Infidel lectures could be given in 
licly challenged the “Father” to debate with me | napkin and found there is in it nothing serviceable | the city building. 
the “ Woman and Church” question, telling him that |—mysteries which no man could understand— | The Sunday laws of Michigan are here enforced 
I had heard what he had said, and if he would not | stories which gave no direction—assertions which | with great severity on some people, for they are 
debate with me as I was, I would accept his condi-| no one could prove—precepts which no one could | used to gratify malice more than to protect * God's 
tions, for the satisfaction of discovering to his | practice, and statements concerning deity painful | day.” Business houses of all kinds were kept open 
parishioners that they had over them a shepherd | to read. I took one corner of the napkin and let | unmolested on Sunday, yet a few persons hav been 
unfit to guard their religious fences. But he did | them fall to the ground, and I hav never picked | heavily fined of late for the same offense. On 
not want to debate. , He said he had a * represent- | them up again. Now I am glad to listen to anyone | every side you find a saloon. The mass of the 
ativ " who would “giv me all the debate I wanted.” | who, like Mr. Putnam, preaches a wiser, a more | people care for nothing but drinking, carousing, 
That representativ was the “Son,” Rev. 'T. J. Moore, | practical, and a more relevant faith. That is why I | and brutal sports. Filth and and fanaticism are 
a Baptist minister from Mitchell, and we agreed to | hav come here this morning.” characteristic. | 
debate the following questions, three days to each | The Birmingham Freethinkers did their best for | Everything was against us. First, by the stu- 
question: “ Resolved, That the Bible is of Divine | their American visitor. The placards were superb | pidity of the pious mayor we were refused the best 
Origin," and “Resolved, That Infidelity is Conduciv | and plentiful, but having no hall they had to hire | hall in town, and had to be content with an inferior 
to the Enlightenment, Morality, and Happiness of | one, to which many who wished to hear Mr. Put-|one. A theatrical troupe for three nights, Memo- 
Mankind.” A nam would not go. The rain, storm, and thunder | rial Day, and an Italian holiday were our competi- 

Ohristians and Infidels for miles and miles j were against him all day. Still he abated nothing | tors. Five lectures were advertised, but we gave 
around attended the debates. No such interest in | of his energy or fulness of speech. We found him | only three. Fair audiences, including two high- 
religious questions was ever seen before in that} an intrepid speaker with the instinct of the orator | School teachers, attended the last two, which were 
whole region. The “Son,” outside of debate, is an j in him. There were no “ragged sentences,” as | given on Sunday. I found a few splendid Liberals. 
affable gentleman, and I enjoyed his acquaintance, | rhetoricians call them. Each was self-contained | Mr. C. H. Chase entertained me handsomely. He 
but his method of debate is that of all Christian | and complete, which only a speaker who is self- | is thoroughly interested in Freethought, and is not 
ministers. The overwhelming historical evidence | possessed and is a master of expression can pro- | ashamed to say so. Mr. Kenny, though in busi- 
presented by we on the first question he either ig-| duce. He has passion as well as articulate velocity | ness, flies his colors to the breeze, as do all his 
nored or referred to as “Catholic and semi-Infidel | which commands attention and retains it. Mr. R. | family. Mr. Chase’s mother is a Liberal Spiritual- 
opinions,” and tried to make out that nothing was | Taylor presided in the afternoon, when, as Quakers | ist. Captain Paulsen is an intelligent colored gen- 
good authority that did not originate with Baptists. | say, “the spirit moved” the American orator, as it | tleman, and, of course, a Liberal. He is a great 
He repudiated every sect but the Baptists, yet in f did also in the evening, when I presided again. | admirer of * Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
his defense of the second question, he was only too | Effectiv sentences were frequent. One was an an- | and rendered us substantial financial support. Dr. 
glad to fall back on Clark Braden’s pamphlet. He | swer to a Christian objector Mr. Putnam had mét, | Tape is also a Liberal and a Trurs Szzkz& sub- 
spent the greater part of two days reading from | who said * he should commit great crimes but for | Scriber. Mr. Little, though a member of the Con- 
Braden. It was decidedly the weakest defense I| the fear of hell,” to whom Mr. Putnam. answered | gregational church agrees with us in many things, 
ever heard, and in that community added nothing | that “in that case he had better stick to hell, and | and will soon, I think, stand on our platform. Red 
to the glory or credit of Christianity." Our friends | he hoped hell would stick to him;” a reply which | Jacket Liberals are not discouraged, and, when 
here are jubilant over the result, and the applause | effectually disposed of the accusation that Free-| given a fair chance, are determined to make a 
that greeted my closing speech was something tre- | thinkers would deprive scoundrels of their Chris- | course of lectures successful. Mr. Ezra Gladding, 
mendous. Others will probably tell you more about | tianity. Mr. Putnam went next day to Stratford-|of Lake Linden, came over and heard all the 
the debates. I hav agreed to debate the same ques- | on Avon, the land of Shakspere. He will return to | lectures. : 
tions with the same “Son” at Mitchell. America with an eye “ with fine frenzy," not *roll-| Freethought meetings should always be held in 

To day the campaign at Wagner closes with a | ing,” let us hope, but steady and luminous. a good hall. They should not be advertised in a 
lecture in the morning, “ Freethought the Funda-| Saladin published the generous message Colonel | hall over a saloon, or in a dingy, dirty building in 
mental Reform,” and a session of the Wagner <eo- | Ingersoll sent by Mr. Putnam in the Agnostic {an out-of-the-way place. A good hall may cost 
ular Sunday-school in the afternoon. Though the | Journal. It has not appeared elsewhere in Eng- | more than £ poor one, but the benefits to the cause 
debates hav kept me busy, I hav managed to get a |land. The second day implied in the title of this | will be greater. They must be well advertised, and 
good deal of enjoyment out of it all. I do not] paper refers to our first meeting at Albany Cottage, | they cannot be too well. Do not rely on hand- 
wonder that Putnam wrote so charmingly of his | Balsall Heath, the residence of Mr. Daniel Baker, | bills. People giv them little attention, and Chris- 
trip through the Haystack country. I hav been | the oldest and noblest friend of Freethought in the | tians gather them up and destroy them. Posters 
treated royally by these earnest friends, and I love | Midlands, when we all talked of everything. Mr. are to be preferred, but one dollar spent in the 
them all for their generous hospitality, enthusiastic | R. Taylor and Mr. Putnam’s host at Shirley were of | newspapers is worth five spent in any other adver- 
support, and good wishes. the party. Gzorcz Jacos Horyoaxz. | tising. Written cards should be sent to all the 

Silverton, the banner Secular town on the coast,| Eastern Lodge, Brighton. Liberals. Lectures should not only be announced, 
will hay to look well to her laurels, for here, nestled Sea eS ME but they should be kept before the people for at 
among the mountains, is a formidable rival, and, Mr. Steiner Philosophizes. least a week before they begin. When these rules 
while all of the hundreds of Liberals I hav met| A Freethought lecturer has a varied experience. | are observed I believe lectures can be made success- 
here are interesting, I must especially mention Mrs. | Possibly no other traveler is in a better position ful in nine places out of ten. FRANKLIN STEINER. 
than he to study persons and places. He will lec- 


A. M. Crawford, of Lone Rock. She is fifty-five 
and upwards, hale, hearty, gentle, loving, witty, and | ture in a small town, and hav every one out to hear 
him. In a large place, it takes great effort to bring 


aggressiv. She is simply a power for our cause. 

* Heavenly signboards,” she calls the preachers, | out a fair audience. Sometimes he wil! talk in a 
and they are usually the butt of her inexhaustible | small hall well-filled, and at others in a large one 
jokes. A compilation of her laughable sayings | before a small audience. It is interesting to note 
would be a splendid antidote for the blues. how the majority of the people are affected by the 

I leave these good people with regret, but with | sentiments of those in the ascendency. Where the 
the happiest of recollections. church has all under its thumb, and Christian big- 

Wagner, Or., July 14. Karz Keam SurrH. | otry, more poisonous than the serpent's fangs, per- 

meates everything, the great masses will unthink- 
ingly succumb to it. Where the men of influence 
are Liberals, we hav the same effect, but from the 
opposit direction. There you find an intellectual 
hospitality and freedom, in great contrast with 
what exists in a church town. Even the churches 
themselvs are affected by the spirit of toleration. 
Sometimes a lecturer will find outspoken Liberals 
in abundance. At other times, fear of orthodox 
boycott and ostracism keeps all but a few under 
cover. In some places the majority of the people 
do him honor. In most he is looked upon either 
as & monstrosity, to be seen once in a lifetime, or 
as an awful being, cursed. of God, and to be 
shunned. 

Accustomed to these changes, when I go to a new 
field of labor, I am constrained to ask myself, 
* Well, what next?” 

From Park River to Red Jacket, Mich., required 
a journey of two days and two nights. I go 
through the timber regions of the North, where for 
many miles the only signs of human life are the log 
huts of the men who fell the forests. Red Jacket 
is in the copper regions, and is built on an island 
in Lake Superior. The vicinity is rich in copper and 
iron, and some silver and gold has been found. It is 
a peculiar place. Twenty-two thousand inhabitants, 
thirty-three nationalities represented, with each 
language spoken; twenty-two churches, five of 
which are Roman Catholic. Pais latter prevail. 
Last summer the people paid the priests to pray az Seventh suiouveninn at Wao Oke 
the grasshoppers away. The insects at once flew AE Union wi qm held in Portland, Sept. aon to 
on the fence, and did no more damage. Protestant - 22d, inclusiv. 


Treachery to the Constitution. 


The Christian Statesman, referring to the plan 
of Mr. Woolley for the “reformation ” of all things 
political and moral, says that the recognition of 
Christ as King is the “great, fundamental reform 
that needs, first of all and above all, to be secured.” 
With & majority of the voters in favor of prohibi- 
tion and willing to follow “Jesus Christ the Con- 
queror” in their political actions, the end sought 
can be achieved. But such & majority not ready to 
follow Jesus Christ will “utterly fail.” That is of 
interest to some people besidés Christians and live 
Freethinkers. This is the way Rev. R. O. Wylie, 
the writer of the editorial in question, reasons: 

** Tf it is the proper thin » for voters to combine under 
the leadership of Jesus Christ it is proper that the nation 
should acknowledge him as King. If he is the King of 
voters [as Mr. Woolley alleged], he is also the King of 
nations.” 

Mr. Wylie has no hope of the success of prohi- 
bition unless the advocates of the system will “com- 
bine under the banner of King Jesus,” and he ex- 
presses his conviction that in connection with some 
of the “reforms” whose leaders believe they can 
win success only by following Jesus Christ “the 
nation will be led to honor him as Kings of kings.” 
What Mr. Wylie hopes we fear, and it is because of 
this fear that we continually warn Liberals to be- 
ware of the seductions of the moralistic force **re- 
formers” of all schools. If God and Obrist and 
the Bible are smuggled into the citadel of our lib- 
erties it will be in the Trojan horse of some so- 
called moral reform. Only thus can our Constitu- 
tion be transformed from & charter of religious 
liberty into a church warrant of persecution and 
spoliation. 


SENSN Vane ne NUN 

Two Days with Mr. Putnam at Birmingham. 

Mr. Putnam, I suppose, must think England a 
land of rapid transit, as I thought America a land 
of velocity in eating. At the Astor dining-rooms in 
New York I saw persons enter, speak to the waiter, 
pay the cashier, and depart. In the interval they 
had eaten their dinner, but that I did not observe, 
so quickly wasit done. Inlike manner Mr. Putnam 
goes to a railway station here, takes his ticket, and 
before long the guard requires it to be delivered up, 
and Mr. Putnam finds himself at the end of his 
journey before he is conscious that he has set out. 
So short are our long distances compared with 
those to which he has been accustomed. Twice he 
arranged to visit me at Brighton, and twice ar- 
rangements made for him prevented his coming. 
So I went up to London and thence to the Mid- 
lands, as he was to speak in my nativ city, Birming- 
ham. I went in order that I might preside at his 
orations there, and “present” him to the audience, 
as you say in America. My friend Mr. Daniel 
Baker, who gave Baskervill Hall to the Secular move- 
ment, would hav presided had he sufficiently recov- 
ered from a recent illness. It was therefore I 
undertook to welcome Mr. Putnam to Birmingham. 
I said: *A man who had placed his son under Row- 
land Hill assured the famous preacher that the 
youth ‘had taleut, but he buried it in a napkin.’ 
After a time the father asked what Rowland Hill 
thought of the student, when Rowland Hill an- 
swered, ‘he had shaken the napkin at all corners, 
and there was nothing in it.’ When I was a youth, 


Jonn E. Remssure has held three debates within three 
months. His last was with the Rev. F. W. Jacobs, at 
Auburn, Neb. 
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Still Others Want the Book. 
FARRINGTON, CAL., July 27, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: Please send me the '* Free- 


thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Suerman L. FALL. 


WE pon, Ia., July 15, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3 for THE 


Terora SzzkzR and ‘‘Pictorial Text-Book.” 


Mr. Cook made me a present of it three 
months, I believe, and I want it all the 


I send 40c. for cheap tracts. 
Yours truly, Cuas. Foster. 


time. 


MEL CREER, Inv. Ter., July 12, 1895. 
Mr. EpiTon: Inelosed please find $5, 
for which please send Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year and the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book " to M. Penner, and 

credit my subscription with the balance. 

Yours truly, FELIX PENNER. 


, Dv Qvors, Itt., July 21, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find money order 
for $3.20, for which send me THe TRUTH 
SEEKER for one year and ‘‘ Freethinker's 
Pictorial Text-Book.” Also send me 
‘The Religion of Humanity Better Than 
Eternal Punishment,” and ‘‘ The Roaring 
Lion on the Track,” and oblige 
Yours respectfully, JEROME KNAPP. 


New Hameron, Ia., July 14, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I inclose $3 50 on subscrip- 
tion and for one ‘‘Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated.” Also another dol- 
Jar for one more copy of the above book. 

In this church-contaminated town buy- 
ers of Liberal books are very scarce. The 
dollar for one of the books came to me 
from an unexpected source. This morn- 
ing, while sitting in my front porch with & 
few of my boarders, the bell on a sinner- 
factory (church) across the street began to 
elatter. For saying that this was the 
Lord's fire-bell several of the young men 
called me a scoffer. In the discussion 
which followed I mentioned some absurd- 
ity found in the old Jew-book, and pro- 
duced my ‘‘ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” as an invincible witness. 
It surprised them, and furnished amuse- 
ment for fully three hours. After dinner 
they went at it again. One said that he 
got up sleepy, but the pictures had waked 
him up. Another said that he had been 
asleep for twenty-two years, but these 
pictures and what little he had read of the 
text had made him wide awake. Result, 
$1 for a book of his own. He is & pho- 
tograpber, and intends to copy Adam and 
his living plow, ‘‘ Billy” and all, for a 
photograph in his show case. I fear he is 
a * busted" Christian. I miss no chance 
to throw a stone at the holy monster. 

F. L. DAUSEBSMITH. 


What Dr. Talmage Might Hav Found. 


OAK Pang, Itt., July 14, E.m. 295. 

Mr. Eptror: Should any of your read- 
ers ever happen to be in Greeley, Col., and 
will call on Brother John Leavy, they will 
discover a veritable oasis of mentality and 
good fellowship in that desert of ortho- 
doxy. Not that he is the only Freethinker 
there, but he is one that any Liberal will 
be delighted to meet. Aside from his own 
personality, he has a collection of curios- 
ities **said'" to hav been collected by 
‘Dear Brother Talmage” in the holy land, 
and which of themselvs are worth going 
several Sabbath days’ journeys to see. 
Herewith I append a list of the relics as 
described by Brother Leavy himself: 

No. 1. Kettle, or hash-pot, found by 
Dr. Talmage at the foot of Mount Sinai, 
and supposed to hav been used by the Is- 
raelites on their journey through the wil- 
derness. 

No. 2. Shako, or head-dress, worn by 
Simon, Peter’s wife’s mother, and certified 
to by Tontil Effendi, notary public at 
Joppa, Asia Minor, April 10, 1890. 

No. 3. Frying-pan presented to Dr. 
Talmage by Hassan El Obid, of Joppa, 
and supposed to hav belonged to one ‘‘ Si- 
mon, a tanner, that lived by the sea.” 

No. 4. Whiskers worn by Mark Antony 
when on a visit to Cleopatra, and certified 
to by the good Mustafa E] Haib, of Cairo, 
Egypt, April 29, 1890. 

There are a few other less important 


listed. 


trousers’ pocket of the widow's son. 


The goods hav the regular exporters’ and 
importers’ cards attached, and altogether 
are calculated to ‘‘ deceive the very elect.” 
In fact, Brother Leavy assures me that a 


Sunday-school teacher from Council Bluffs, 
Ia., came to see them, and was so im- 
pressed with the remarkable collection 
that she begged leave to make a desoriptiv 
list to show her class when she went home. 
Fraternally yours, A, CHAPMAN. 


More About the First Steamboat. 
Oray OENTER, Kan., July 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I write you this letter to 
correct a mistake of Mr. Putnam's, also as 
an answer to Mr. F. Steiner. As early as 
1736 Jonathan Hall took out a patent for 
a steamboat which was never constructed. 
In 1756 two Americans, John Fitch and 
John Ramsey, broached the subject, as 
did Thomas Paine in 1778, wishing to in- 
troduce it on American rivers. In 1778 
Mr. Miller, of Dalswinton, had the im- 
pression that vessels might be impelled by 
paddle- wheels instead of sails. Mr. James 
Taylor, tutor in his family, suggested such 
wheels be set in motion by steam. William 
Symington, engineer, was employed to 
build an engin to be placed in a vessel on 
the plan suggested by Mr. Miller. The 
experiment was made on Lake Dalswinton, 
Dumfriesshire, and was so successful that, 


in 1789, a large boat was constructed and 


placed on the Forth and Olyde canal and 
made the rate of seven miles an hour. 
Differences between Miller and Taylor 


prevented further experiment at the time. 


Symington, at the request of Lord Dun- 


das, built another boat in 1802; made a 
successful voyage, but was obliged to sus- 
pend further experiments by the canal 
company claiming that the action of the 
paddle-wheels damaged the canal banks. 
This vessel, the Lady Charlotte Dundas, 
was seen and examined by Robert Fulton, 


an American engineer, born in Little 


Britain, Penn., who was accompanied by 
Mr. H. Bell, of Glasgow. 
sketches and drawings of it; went to Paris 
in 1800; proposed t^ Napoleon to place at 
his disposal the means of transporting his 
army to England in spite of wind, tempest, 
eto. 
turned to New York, built the Clermont 
in 1807 and made the voyage between New 
York and Albany. This is an abbreviated 
sketch taken from the introduction to 


He made 


His plans being rejected, Fulton re- 


** Hume's History of England." Says the 
article quoted from: ‘‘Popularly, the 
credit has been given to Fulton for being 
the inventor of steam navigation, but his 
boat was a copy of the Charlotte Dundas,” 
Yours truly, Grorce HARRISON. 


After the “‘ Observations ? Man. 
Mr. Evrror: Having just read ‘* Brother 


George’s” criticism of my letter on bigotry, 
you will please allow me to reply, for I 


always read his writings with a smile, let 


the subject be what it may. 


Whether he got a little seasick in read- 


ing my paper (as he did when he was on 


his outing), or whether the coat set a little 
**too soon” under the arms, I know not, 
but I much fear the readers of Tor TRUTH 
SEEKER will surmise that George may be 
seated in the stern of the same boat of 
bigotry that I wrote about. He says: ''I 
would not cast doubts, though I hav some 
on hand, on the authenticity of that com- 
munication.” This is where his bigotry 
comes in, for why should he doubt a phe- 
nomenon without a most thorough investi- 
gation when the opportunity is at hand? 
Certainly such a cause as the one in ques- 
tion is at least worthy of investigation, 
and were Jesus on earth at the present 
time, and I had an opportunity to know 
for certain whether he was really God and 
was crucified or not, I would do even more 
than doubting Thomas did to satisfy my 
curiosity. Neither sarcasm nor quaint ex- 
pressions will disprove a truth or the 
authenticity of a real phenomenon; neither 
willit keep an honest investigator from 


relios, but as some doubts exist as to their 
genuinness, they are not mentioned or 
They are as follows: The black 
stone of Mecca, presented by an angel to 
Abraham; & portion of the wing of the 
swallow that dropped the residuum that 
put out Tobias's eye; the stone that killed 
Goliah, and the jackknife found in the 


ever, be like one whistling in the dark to 
keep up his courage, and answer the pur- 
pose for the time being. 

Should George (excuse my familiarity 
in using his given name, for nearly all 
readers of Taus TRUTH Serter must feel 
like brothers to both *''Eugene" and 
t: George" Macdonald) take time to inves- 
tigate Spiritism and overlook fraud, should 
he find such (as I often hav), and follow 
up his investigations by a study of spirit 
philosophy, and after two years of re- 
search he should find it to be a fraud and 
delusion, he will then please óome out in 
Tut TROTE SEKER in his usual ** phunny” 
style, and tell us all about it, and we will 
all **laugh and grow fat." 

I feel assured he will then hav less 
** doubts on hand," and the communica- 
tions will seem to him less of ‘‘ blanked 
twaddle” than now. And should his ‘‘43 
stout” ever pass ** under the daisies,” and 
his spectacular soul ever be permitted to re- 
turn to earth, and use a *'short pencil,” we 
shall get no **twaddle" or ‘‘ flubdub” non- 
sense, but shall all get ‘‘some comfort and 
information" worth having, and dead truth 
would come forth in such eloquent lan- 
guage that no one could doubt it ss com- 
ing from George E. and the spirit world. 

If Mr. Macdonald’s definition of bigotry 
is correct, he must know of some greater 
bigotry than Webster defines, and I will 
inform Mr Webster at my next ''sitting" 
that he had better look a leedle out, and 
in the future I will specify that I only 
mean Bigotry Junior, and not the full- 
grown senior himself, To biga ‘‘ Boo” is 
too much for a colt, and should only be 
given for a full-grown **hoss." As regards 
the ‘‘little sprig in colors," I see no res- 
son why any one should object to such 
being drawn on slates, even by spirit 
friends, when I made a mental demand 
for it, and only got what I called for. 
** Consistency thou art a jewel." 

I hav since called for a communication 
to be given in colors on my own slates, 
but just purchased at the store, and re- 
ceived an answer in five colors, and the 
signature written with no two letters of 
the same color; this in daylight, without 
pencil, and the slates tied to the chande- 
lier over our heads by my own hands, 
and which the medium never touched until 
after I took the slates down and read the 
communication in answer to my question. 
A. D. Swan. 


The Second Coming of Christ, and Some 
Other Things. 


Los ANGELES, CAL., July 21, 1895. 

Mr. EprroR: Those of us who hav 
watched and waited so long for the second 
coming of Christ were led for a time last 
week to think that the event of the ages 
had occurred; and you can imagin—but 
faintly—how our souls thrilled with joy 
and expectation at the thought of his 
presence, and the immediate realization of 
the millennium. The report that Christ 
had come at last was baeed on the fact 
that a tall, blond man, with a Vandyke 
beard, suddenly appeared in our midst, 
announcing that be was Jesus Christ and 
was born the day before at San Pedro. 
He further imparted the information that 
he had just come down from heaven, and 
was under the personal direction of the 
Holy Ghost. Just as soon as he made 
Enown these facts the police gathered him 
in, and the next day the commission on 
lunacy sent him to the insane asylum. 

Thus do human hopes rise and fall, and 
the heart grows sick with renewed disap- 
pointments as we wait in vain for the ful- 
filment of the Bible promis and predic- 
tion. But this bogus event has not been 
without one good result; it has set us to 
thinking, How shall we really know Jesus 
when he does come? There are no au- 
thentic and reliable portraits of him in 
possession of any of the churches, and if 
the Ameriean people are to always be so 
suspicious that every man who claims to 
be Jesus is sure to find himself in the 
hands of the police, and be brought be- 
fore the commission on lunacy, then some- 
thing must be done to spare the real Jesus 
this inconvenience and disgrace when he 
arrives. 


After wrestling with this subject of 


identification in prayer and otherwise, I 
hav found the solution. Knowing that 


seeking to know the truth. It may, how- 


“new woman.” 


the same inspirational forces aud extra- 
ordinary influences which cohtroled the 
writers of the Holy Bible are now with 
Heston in illustrating it, thete is no room 
for doubt that his full-length portraits of 
Jesus are correct and accurate. Such 
being the case, all that is needed to stand 
off the police and prevent the possibility 
of Jesus being railroaded into an insane 
asylum, is to increase the circulation of 
Tae TRUTH SHRÉER and see that Heston’s 
lifelike. portraits are universally distrib: 
uted. The importance of this work can 
not be over-estimated, and the fond hope 
is cherished that it may be successfully 
carried out. I wish now, while I think of 
it, to say that I am engaged in revising 
the New, New Testament, and the work is 
expected to appear simultaneously with 
the revision now under way by the 
So many mistakes are 
found in the original Greek, it is more of 
an undertaking than I expected, and at 
times I am nearly discouraged. The band- 
writing of the Apostles is miserable, as 
might hav been expected from ignorant 
fishermen, and St. Matthew’s reminds me 
strongly of Horace Greeley’s, I hav 
time to mention but one prominent error 
in his manuscript, and that, which is in 
regard to the immaculate conception, will 
show how clumsy and inaccurate previous 
translations hav been. He says distinctly: 
* And Mary dreamed that Joseph was 
with child of the Holy Ghost; for all things 
are possible with God, even as Adam Was 
the mother of Eve.” 

While this version of that event increases 
the miracle, it will not necessitate an iu. 
crease in faith, for faith in religious dev- 
otees is as limitless as time and space, and 
the more they believe the greater their re- 
ward in heaven. 

Now, in conclusion, let me call atten- 
tion to the word selah, by saying that 
& cursory inspection of ancient Hebrew 
manuscripts confirms an impression long 
held that the word when correctly trans- 
lated reads *' whoop-la,” and is designed 
to show the eostatic state of mind that 
prevailed from spiritual causes, in the 
inspired author. ''Whoop-la" has long 
been used by the Texas cowboy to denote 
an excess of spirits, but in total ignorance 
of its divine origin, which is now revealed 
for the first time. Verily the Bible isa 
wonderful book, and we don’t yet begin 
to understand it; but let us not despair. - 

C. SEVERANCE. 


Religion, Education, and the State. 


New York, July 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: The posthumous paper of 
Professor Johnston, printed in the Century 
for June, 1895, suggests some thoughts 
that it may be well to express at this 
time. 

In the first place, if the constitutional 
guarantee of separation of church and 
state is to be respected, all forms of pub- 
lic education must be absolutely secular. 
Equal justice to all citizens and tax. payers 
imperativly requires that the state shall 
not teach religion of any kind in any man- 
ner anywhere. The dangers necessarily 
attending and the disasters surely follow- 
ing state patronage of religion are too 
well known to all intelligent men and 
women to require elaboration here. The 
founders of the republic so keenly realized 
them that they so framed the organic law 
that every special privilege since granted 
to the church by custom, Congress, and 
the state legislatures is undeniably in con- 
travention of the letter or spirit of the 
Constitution, or of both. There are three 
possible ways in which the state can avoid 
the entanglements, menaces, and turmoils 
inseparable from official indorsement and 
inculeation of religious dogmas, 

(1) Develop the public school system 
along present lines, supporting primary, 
intermediate, and high schools and uni- 
versities by taxation, and keeping all of 
them entirely free from the teaching of 
religion. This does not involve the elimi- 
nation of instruction in ethics, for ethical 
principles are derived from human rela- 
tions, not from religious creeds. Neither 
is it necessary to do this in ‘‘ a distinctly 
hostil spirit.” State education should be 
non-religious, not anti-religious, The dis- 
tinction is vital. Besause the state doeg 
not teach the peculiar principles of the 
Demooratie party or of the Republican 
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party or of the Populist party in the 
publie schools no reasonable person ar- 
gues that therefore the state is hostil 
to either of these political isms, that in 
the public school anti-Republicanism or 
anti-Democracy or anti-Populism is taught 
at the expense of the tax-payers of divers 
political faiths. As regards political be- 
liefs, the state is, in its educational depart- 
ment, strictly neutral, and it should be 
the same as regards religious beliefs. But 
there is a real difficulty in the way of put- 
ting in practice this theory of public edu- 
cation, a difficulty that is most clearly 
perceived from the view-point of the secu- 
larist. Of course there are other diffi- 
culties, and they will be considered later 
on, but they do not exist for the man who 
is convinced that the state is the proper 
educator of the child. They are the diffi- 
culties seen by the individualist. But the 
conscientious secularist, when he is also & 
believer in state education, must admit 
that Professor Johnston put his pen on a 
serious objection when he indicated the 
troubles growing out of the teaching of 
history in the public schools. However, 
the advocate of religious instruction does 
not escape this difficulty. It is a diffi- 
culty that has its source in the attempt 
to teach history in institutions of learn- 
ing supported by the taxation of people 
of all forms of religious belief and non- 
belief. It bothers the secularist no more 
than it should bother the champion of 
religious instruction in school. Wher- 
ever history is madea part of the course 
of study in public schools there must 
be a conflict between Catholic, Protestant, 
and Freethinker. They cannot agree in 
regard to the facts of history, and no class 
can secure the teaching of that which it 
believes to be the truth without violation 
of the conscience rights of the otbers. If 
it is finally agreed that religion may be 
taught in the public schools the question 
ig at once raised, Whose religion? If it 
be answered, Simply the fundamental doc- 
trins accepted by all Onristiaus (which 
would leave out of consideration the equal 
citizen rights of the Freethinker, the Jew, 
and other non-Christians), the difficulty 
of finding or inventing colorless history 
still remains. Neither Catholic nor Prot- 
estant would be satisfied with what the 
other would desire to put into the text- 
books, while the Jew and the Freethinker 
would feel wronged whichever of the first- 
named sects interpreted history for their 
children. On the other hand, if the secu- 
‘ar scheme be finally accepted and history 
be emasculated, as it generally is now, no- 
body will be satisfied. If, however, his- 
tory be taught as the secularist reads it, we 
shall hav what the religionist cannot fail 
to regard as the inculcation of anti-relig- 
ious ideas, and his conscience rights will 
be trampled by the state. Is it not obvi- 
ous, therefore, that history must, in any 
event, be dropped from the public school 
curriculum if we are to be spared the de- 
moralizing spectacle of a constant wrangle 
among sectarians and the still greater de- 
moralizing effect of the denial of equal 
justice which would follow the permanent 
triumph of any of the factions? But what 
is higher education if all historical studies 
are ignored? This leads us to the consid- 
eration of the second of the possible sys- 
tems of state education. 

(2) This possible system may be best 
described in the words of Professor John- 
ston, it being the fifth of the ways which 
he pointed out as open to the educators of 
the country: 

The state may voluntarily restrict its 
sphere of instruction, and teach only the 
fundamentals of education, with manual 
or technical training, abandoning all forms 
of higher edueation, or of education for 
culture, to private competition, or to the 
eleemosynary or religious institutions. 
This would put an end to state universities, 
high schools, and all forms of gratuitous 
education except that which is purely ele- 
mentary. 

It would appear that this must be a great 
improvement over the present system. It 
would settle the question of instruction in 
history, for history is not properly an 
elementary study, except, perhaps, in so 
far as the outlines of the history of our 
own country are concerned, and these 
could probably be taught without offense, 
The existing system is overloaded, and is 
rankly unjust to the majority of the tax- 
payers, and beyond the strength of the 
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majority of the pupils. The need for uni- 
versal education in a democracy would be 
met by such a system, in so far as the state 
can equitably meet it, granting the ade- 
quacy of this common argument for state 
education. The children turned out of 
our common schools at the end of a few 
years hav, as a rule, ouly a smattering of 
the common branches. heir time and 
energy hav been consumed in studies quite 
often much beyond their immature capac- 
ity, and which they will not be able to 
pursue in higher institutions, although 
their parents are compelled to help sup- 
port those institutions. Each year, at the 
behest of this or that group of enthusiastic 
specialists, the legislature increases the 
number of common school studies, and 
when some cool-headed objector shows the 
short-sightedness of this policy, he is de- 
nounced as an ‘‘enemy of education.” 
With the system of state instruction thus 
simplified, would religion, as a disturbing 
factor, cease to receive attention? It is to 
be feared that it would still torment us. 
Of course, those who believe in the relig- 
ious instruction of the young in the com- 
mon school would not be satisfied, even if 
morals were taught, for they would con- 
tend that morals cannot be dissociated from 
religion without disaster, while there 
would be perpetual conflict between the 
secular teacher, on one side, and the 
parents and its other instructors, outside 
the school-room, on the other. The first 
would teach morals as a part of the sciencé 
of human relations, and that they were 
discovered and formulated by man in the 
course of ages of development, while. the 
second would tell the children that the 
moral code was given to the race by a di- 
vine power outside of and beyond man. It 
is thus shown that the tax-payer would be 
compelled, as now, to help pay for a sys- 
tem of instruction that he deemed inade- 
quate and misleading, and to send his chil- 
dren to a school where his home training 
would be, to a greater or less extent, nul- 
lified by the instruction imparted by 
others. 


(8) We now come to the position occu- 
pied by the extreme individualist. He 
holds that education is no part of the 
proper work of the police power, the state. 
He says that education should be left 
wholly to private agencies. He claims 
that emulation, with really free competi- 
tion, will furnish us with far better facil- 
ities for instruction than the state has yet 
given usor can giv us. He reasons that if 
the people, freely associating, can not de- 
velop and conduct educational systems 
that will produce satisfactory results, it is 
too much to expect that they will, when 
forced into involuntary combination, 
achieve the results desired. This individ- 
ualist pertinently asks If it is better that 
religion and industry should be free, why 
would it not be better for edueation to be 
free? He points out that the principle 
that taxation without representation is 
tyranny applies in all cases where men are 
reqaired to help support schools to which 
they send no children, and he also shows 
that when a parent is compelled to send 
his children and contribute to the expenses 
of a school wherein a child is taught that 
which the parent believes to be false in 
fact and pernicious in morals, the rights of 
conscience are Violated and the equal lib- 
erty of the citizen denied. Let the state 
relinquish the work of education, and we 
are done at once with the problem of state 
teaching of religion to the young. The 
individualist is not alarmed by the prog- 
nostications of those who fear that if the 
state relegates education to private enter- 
prise the people will degenerate into illit- 
eracy. The time has passed when, in a 
really free country, there is any danger of 
such a catastrophe. Given industrial pros- 
perity, and the possible careless and indif- 
ferent minority will be slowly but surely 
worn away, for even the poorest and most 
degraded know that education is a benefit 
and pleasure. Without industrial pros- 
perity, the apology for education which so 
many of the children of the very poor and 
of the vicious receive can only accentuate 
their misery, and sharpen the weapons 
with which they war upon the more fortu- 
nate. We, Americans, heirs of the patri- 
ots of ’76, are the last who should be afraid 
of freedom in education. 

E. O. WALKER. 


Mortuary—Ovee Colwick. 
Nonsg, TEx., July 21, 1895. 

Ovee Colwick, my respected father, 
passed over the silent river which separates 
this breathing world from the great un- 
known beyond on July 12, 1895, after a 
short illness with heart trouble. A large 
concourse of sympathizing friends attended 
the funeral, which was conducted by the 
Masonic fraternity, and took place at his 
residence on Neils Creek, near Norse, 
Texas, on July 14, 1895. His remains were 
interred in his family cemetery on his 
farm. 

He was a Freethinker who had the moral 
courage to express his honest convictions 
upon any and all subjects. He was a pio- 
neer in Texas, having settled here in 
Bosque county in 1859, when this section 


of the country was, comparativly speaking, 


a wilderness. He thus endured the priva- 
tions incident to a frontier life. He was 
the first outspoken Freethinker in this 
community. Endowed with great natural 
energy and endurance he, although almost 
in a penniless condition when he arrived 
and settled here, secured a farm, and by 
his unremitting toil and almost herculean 
efforts succeeded not only in establishing 
himself and family, but ere many years 
had passed found himself in independent 
circumstances (as we consider it here in 
the country). 

The following biographical sketch was 
composed by myself, with the aid of Alfred 
M. Colwick (my brother). This brief 
sketch of O, Oolwick’s life’s career was 
read at his funeral by his venerable Lib- 
eral friend and neighbor, O. Olson. I'll 
let this suffice as a slight tribute to my 
father's memory: 

Ovee Colwick (or Kjcelvig, as was the 
original name in Norway) was born at 
Kjolvig, near Stavanger, Norway, on 
March 27, 1825. He was married to Miss 
Johanne Margarete Naadland on July 7, 
1858. The result of this union was eight 
children—four daughters and four sons— 
all of whom are now grown and surviving 
him. Johanne, his first wife, after years 
of suffering, and a long and lingering ill- 
ness, passed away March 25, 1881. One of 
his sons and three of his daughters are 
married and hav families of their own. 
He leaves twenty-two living grandchil- 
dren. 

The subject of this biographical sketch 
was engaged in the fishery trade before 
immigrating to this country—fishing, traf- 
ficking in, and shipping fish, having a 
small vessel of his own. 

While on one of his fishing excursions 
off the coast of Norway, his ship was 
foundored and sunk in a storm, and he 
very narrowly escaped. He was picked 
up in an unconscious condition, but was 
revived. 

He was successful enough in the fishing 
trade to save & modest sum of money, and 
so determined to emigrate to America, that 
land of liberty, progress, and prosperity. 
Accompanied by his devoted wife, he em- 
barked for and arrived in this country in 
the year 1854. 

While on the passage across the Atlantic, 
which occupied thirteen long weeks, he 
fell sick, and a number of weeks of seri- 
ous illness, with board and doctor’s bills, 
eto., at a hospital in Quebec, Oanada, con- 
sumed nearly all his means. 

On regaining his health, he went to La 
Salle Oo., Ill, where. he lived until the 
year 1859, when he removed to Texas and 
settled upon this place, where he has re- 
sided ever since. 

He again married on Nov. 3, 1881, wed- 
ding Miss Mattie Erickson, and he has 
since had born to him two boys and five 
girls, all living except one girl who died 
in infancy. 

On June 10, 1802, an unfortunate acci- 
dent befel him which crippled him for life. 
He was gored by a vicious bull, and his 
left hip was dislocated, and the bone frac- 
tured to such an extent that he was never 
afterwards able to walk without the aid of 
crutches, nor ever free from physical 
pain. 

He joined the Free Masons a number of 
years ago, and has ever since remained a 
consistent member of that order. He 
joined the Farmers’ Alliance, and was a 
good and consistent member of that or- 
ganization for & number of years. With 
the co-operation of O. Olson, he originated 
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the Norse Mutual Fire Insurance Associa- 
tion. l 

He was raised and educated in the tenets 
and doctrins of the Lutheran church. In 
his numerous voyages and activ business 
association with the citizens of the differ- 
ent towns and cities on the coast of Nor- 
way, he came in contact with people of 
various nationalities, each holding differ- 
ent religious views, and all equally con- 
seientious in their respectiv opinions. 
This, combined with an activ and thought- 
ful mind, led him to believe in the prac- 
tical religion of deeds, rather than of 
theoretical creeds. He held that the uni- 
verse is governed by immutable law; that, 
as certain as effect follows cause, every 
moral action sooner or later brings its re- 
ward, while all violations of the moral law 
bring suffering upon the actor, just as 
surely as transgressions of the physical 
law. i 

He was a man of positiv convictions, and 
had the morul courage to express his hon- 
est thoughts upon every important subject 
frankly and freely, no matter how much, 
perchance, they might clash with popular 
prejudices. While living in a pro-slavery 
state, for instance, he did not hesitate, 
even at the peril of his life, to condemn 
the ownership of man by man. The in- 
dustrial slavery of the present he likewise 
condemned. ^ . 

He was a strictly conscientious man, in- 
tensely practical, and would never profess 
to believe anything that did not commend 
itself to his reason. Placing a firm reli- 
ance on natural morality, he ever im. 
pressed upon the minds of his children, 
both by precept and example, love for 
truth and right, teaching them to follow 
the path of duty in every relation of life. 

He was an honest, benevolent man; not 
devoid of faults, it is true, but even his 
failings leaned to virtue’s side. He wasa 
good neighbor, a true and faithful friend, 
a devoted and affectionate husband, a kind 
and considerate father, and a good and 
useful citizen. 

We liv in deeds, not years; 

In thoughts, not breaths; 

In feelings, not in figures on the dial. 
His life is greatest who thinks most, 
Feels the noblest, acta the best. 

Let me add that he endeavored to do 
his duty in every relation of life. He 
sought to teach his children, both by pre. 
cept and example, habits of industry and 
sobriety, and the fact may be cited in at- 
testion of his success in this respect that 
none of his children hav ever yet been 
addicted to the use of intoxicating drink, 
nor do any of them even use tobacco in 
any form. They are all, without excep- 
tion, sober and industrious citizens; and 
they are all Liberals. Instead of instill- 
ing or allowing any orthodox dogmas of 
religious superstition to be instilled into 
his children’s minds (as is too often the 
case even with so-called Liberals), he ever 
endeavored to imprint upon their minds 
the principles of honesty, truth, justice, 
sobriety, and industry that are essential 
elements of true nobility of character. 

Though an outspoken and uncompro- 
mising Freethinker, or Rationalist, he 
nevertheless enjoyed the esteem and con- 
fidence of all his neighbors, by whom he 
was respected without regard to their re- 
ligious views or opinions. 

Rest, rest in peace—a last lingering fare- 
well, ^ T, Taro. Conwior. 
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“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
o When the nightis beginning to lower, 
omes & pause in the day's p 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Nod-a-Bye Town. 


Twilight comes down, twilight comes down, 

Ho! for the harbor of Nod-a-Bye town; 

Drifting away on the billows of dusk, 

Wafted by winds wbich are drowsy with musk, 

A dear little mariner glides from the quay 

Of the here and floats out on the measureless 
sea 

Of theSomewhere—'tis known as the ocean of 
Rest, - 

And the quay of the Here is & warm, loving 
breast; . ; 

And the cables which slip at a sailing like this 

Are krotted with love and loosed with a kiss. 

Twilight comes down, twilight comes down, 

Ho! for the harbor of Nod-a-Bye town. 

O beautiful harbor of Nod-a-Bye town, 
Your lights glimmer brighter as twilight comes 
down; y 
They twinkle and gleam through tbe gathering 
dark— 

Bright eyes keeping watch for each :leep-drifted 
bark; 

Your shores stretch away to the bloom-covered 


And the breeze tilts the blossoms and out of them 
spills 

The fragrance this dear little mariner sips i 

From the chalice some Naiad holds up to his lips; 

And he smiles as he rocks like a bird in its nest 

To this port, which of Dreamland is fairest and 
best, 

Where the silver-winged fairies at twilight come 
down 

To burnish the beacons in Nod-a-Bye town. 


O dear little sailor for Nod-a-Bye town, 
In dreams or awake may you never be blown 
To harbor less fair, to less foriunate strand, 
Over waters less smooth, by breezes less bland. 
By and by you'll sail out ou the ocean of Life, 
From the harbor of Peace to the waters of Strife; 
Be tossed by the merciless tempest of Fate, 
Or, beca'med in some tropic of torture, will wait, 
With racked, longing soul, for some message of 
cheer 
From the heart and the love which now shelter 
you here. i 
May you find in these arms while the tears trickle 
down, 
As of old, the fair harbor of Nod-a-Bye town. 
— Detroit Free Press. 
———— le —————————— 


Auntie Bright’s Lectures. 
IV.—OBIENTAL RELIGION. 

** Turkey is the golden land of stories," 
said Madge, looking out into the bright 
sunlight, then rogaishly up into Auntie 
Bright's winsome face. ‘‘It is as full of 
romance as of green fields and forests, 
And I know an interpreter of flowery leg- 
ends, who could render a perfect day more 
complete by favoring us with a transla- 
tion.” And she softly patted Auntie 
Bright’s sleeve. Walter had just mounted 
the cool porch, and his face was streaming 
with perspiration. ‘‘Phew!” he exclaimed, 
mopping his heated brow. ‘‘ What a long 
speech for a hot day! Hasn’t it exbausted 
you, Madge?” 

** Not to such a pitiable extent as you 
hav reduced yourself," retorted his sister. 
** However, ‘what do we liv for if not to 
make life less difficult for each other?'" 
And disappearing within the shady recesses 
of the house, she returned with a glass of 
lemonade. **All praise be to George Eliot 
for having taught me that line. And now 
here's to Cowper—' The cups that cheer 
but not inebriate.’”’ 

Walter took it gratefully, and after be- 
coming refreshed, he asked, with a twinkle 
in his eyes, ‘‘ What do you want me to do 
now, Madge? You see," turning to Auntie 
Bright in explanation, ‘‘ Madge never 
moves in anyone’s favor but she demands 
an equivalent. What is it, sissy?” 

Madge pouted. ‘‘I may desire the 
equivalent,” she said, ‘‘ but I do not al- 
ways get it. However,” asa bright thought 
struck her, ‘‘you can help me to coax 
Auntie into telling us a story, although 
you must admit that I went to consider- 
able trouble for something I well knew 
you would not require coaxing to per- 
form.” 

“ My sweet, unselfish sister," returned 
the boy in comic extravagance, ‘* Fair na- 
tiv of Altruria.” Then turning to Auntie 
Bright, he said, in the same bantering 
tone, ** Transport us, O learned one, back 
to the land of Persia in Asia, under the 
golden reign of the Caliphs.” 


"I hope," said Auntie Bright, very: 


gravely, despite the soft glow on her feat- 
ures, ‘‘that you receive these stories 
wholly as legends, with nothing to recom- 
mend them but their value as pictures of 
the superstitions of that time.” 

+ They serve only to impress upon our 
minds the truths you want to illustrate,” 
said Walter, confidently, and Auntie 
Bright smiled. : 

“The peculiar charm they hav for 
me,” said Madge, ‘‘is the fact of their re- 
producing the vagaries and illusions of an 
uncultured and fanciful mind. To me the 
* World's Parliament of Religion’ was but 
a mirror reflecting a childish attitude 
of mind, whose speculations on the un- 
known were the products of imagination 
and ignorance.” 

Auntie Bright laid her hand upon 
Madge’s sunny head. ‘‘A study of the 
earlier and more imperfect forms of faith, 
before genius, yet young, came to the aid 
of superstition and wove the intricate web 
of fancy, is an interesting one. Earlier 
Oriental religions were the parents of the 
Christian religion, itself an Oriental faith, 
and romance is the foundation of all. 
Brahmanism is the religion of Hindu- 
stan. Its creator is Brahm, and Brahma, 
the universal spirit, is the cause of all ex- 
istence. Dr. J. Muir, in the ‘Original 
Sansorit Texts,” vol. iv., p. 81, givs an 
account of oreation strikingly similar to 
the Biblical account. It differs, of course, 
and is polytheistio where the Christian 
religion is monotheistic. And Buddhism 
is similar. It is greater. Burmah, Oey- 
lon, China, Japan—in all Buddhistio relig- 
ion largely prevails. Buddha is the prince 
of Indis, and his history strongly resem- 
bles the account of Christ. Buddha means 
‘the wise,’ ‘the enlightened.’ He taught 
that all visible and sensible things were 
but manifestations of the deity. Obrist’s 
biography is a corrupted copy of Budd ha's, 
since the latter was the antetype. The 
Christian religion was undoubtedly taken 
from the Indian religions, and the Mo- 
hammedau religion is similar, only 
more fancifully described and decorated. 
Bountiful immortals are their gods, and 
their commands: ‘Think good thoughts; 
do good actions; speak good words; and 
worship no demon,” their code of moral- 
ity. The caliphs were appointed as suo- 
cessors of Mohammed to see that their 
code was lived up to, That the caliphs, in 
their power to do good, lived evil, and 
abused their power is not at all strange. 
Enlightened people are guilty of the same 
error. But how they—the caliphs—did 
so this little legend will illustrate.” 


NUMAN AND NA-AM; OR, THE OLD WOMAN 
` WHO OOULD TEAOH TRIOKS TO A FOX, AND 
THE WISE DOOTOR. 


A long time ago, in the time of the kings 
of the family of Beni Ommieh, whatever 
family that might hav been, there lived in 
the city of Cufah a young man named Nu- 
man, who had & most beautiful wife. I 
say most beautiful, for that is the simple 
English way of speaking of the woman, 
but it is as dust to gold in comparison to 
the Oriental adjectivs that describe her 
charms. We are told that 
* If ever there was a being unique in the 

world, 


A second like which sure never was seen, 
It was she, it was she." 


This couple, we are also told, were ‘‘like 
two cedars in a garden of beauty," and 
further, that her loveliness was so lustrous 
that her face shone in the dark, which, I 
am a little afraid, may not be quite true. 
Still, it was long, long ago, and it is cour- 
teous to receive an old chronicler’s testi- 
mony. . 

They lived in a palace, which, we are in- 
formed, was ‘‘like the garden of Para- 
dise." Thelady's name was Na-am, which 
you will be sure to remember. And it is 
related that, in addition to her personal 
beauty, she had a very melodious voice, 
and when she sang by the palace window 
the people in the street stopped to listen, 
and if they were not already married, 
they straightway fell in love. . 

Now the caliph, as & prophet, had de- 
elared his right to the handsomest women 
in the kingdom for his wives, and accord- 
ingly the officers of the state were ambi- 
tious to secure handsome women for him, 
and obtain their reward of ohoice gems. 
The governor of the city of Oufah was 
Hadjadji—pronounee it quickly, and ghow 


your good school training, He was called 
“the oruel.” One day, passing Numan's 
palace, he chanced to hear her singing: 
He was enchanted. . 

** If that lady’s face is as beautiful as her 
voice, she is fit to be the wife of the 
ealiph." 

In Mohammedan countries, women wear 
veils over their faces, except in their own 
household. So Hadjadji instructed his 
chief of police to find à woman who could, 
by some artifice, catch a glimpse of 
Na-am’s face. The chief of police at length 
secured the services of an old woman who 
could teach tricks to a fox, so she must 
hav been very cunning indeed. When the 
chief told the old woman what the gov- 
ernor wanted her for, she answered: 

** If the object of your desires be in the 
skies, among the Pleiades, under the 
earth, or on the earth, I will surely find 
her and put her in your power," which was 
a very highflying answer for the old woman 
to make. 

She dressed herself to represent a sofi, 
a Mohammedan nun, a hundred years old. 
She puta shawl over her head, and took 
in her hand an iron-shod stick and went 
into the street, exclaiming: 

** Listen, O ye people. 
God! Listen, O ye people!" 

Na-am, who was as pious as she was 
beautiful—she must hav been very relig- 
ious—admitted the tricky old woman, who 
sueceeded in inveigling her into the house 
of the governor, who surprised poor Na-am 
into uuveiling her face, which, we aretold, 
filled **the hall with splendor." Hadjadji 
ordered his soldiers to seize poor, hapless 
Na-am and convey her to the caliph. 

When the lady found she was deceived, 
she was struck to the heart with grief, and 
her tears flowed continually. Her beauty 
began to wither. The caliph was en- 
chanted when he met her. 

** Her teeth in brightness conld make the 
stars envious, 

Rosebuds opened when she smiled, 

Jewels were scattered about when she 
spoke.” 

So says the poet, and he ought to hav 
been truthful, but we do not meet such 
charming women a8 that now. And Nu- 
man, the unfortunate husband! When he 
found that his lovely bride was stolen he 
shut himself up, and the youth faded from 
his cheek like the emerald-tint from an 
autumn leaf. He must hav a skilful physi- 
cian, said his friends, but how? 

Now, there came to Cufah at this time a 
very wise physician. And the father of 
Numan summoned him to appear before 
the wasting form of Numan. The physi- 
cian was certainly wise. He did not pre- 
scribe medicin ‘‘for a mind diseased.” 
Instead, he declared that if Allah would 
assist him, he would find the lost bride and 
restore her to Numan. The wise physician 
soon discovered the art of the wicked old 
woman who could teach tricks to a fox, 
and learned where Na-am had been sent. 

The caliph had a sister Abbassah who 
greatly pitied Na-am and helped to nurse 
her. She heard of the wise doctor, who, 
having entrance to Na-am, informed her of 
his plan to restore her to her husband. 
The young wife was delighted, and the 
roses came back to her cheeks. So the 
caliph had reason to congratulate Abbas- 
sah upon securing so wise a doctor. 

Upon the advice of the orafty physician 
Numan gained entrance into the palace, 
closked and disguised as a woman. But 
he lost his way and wandered into the 
room of Abbasssh, who exclaimed, **What 
foolish woman are you that, without per- 
mission, hav entered my room?” Numan 
answered: “ʻI am no woman, but a 
wretched man," and then in pitiful accents 
told Abbassah his story. Her heart was 
touched. *'l will send for Na-am,” she 
said. The meeting of the happy pair is 
described in glowing language, almost too 
flowery for practical people to appreciate, 
Na-am took her lute and began to sing. As 
she was singing the caliph approached, 
Abbassah, startled, threw a cloak around 
Numan, and approached the caliph softly. 
“O Emir the Faithful, I am about to 
tella story. Listen! for I shall want your 
judgment upon the points I shall present.” 
Then in a diplomatic manner, with a clever 
flattering of the caliph's vanity, Abbassah 
told the story of Numan and Na-am; the 
unconscious caliph appeared deeply inter- 
ested, 
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** What did the caliph do, when he dis- 
covered the ruse?” He asked, as Abbas- 
sah paused. 

She answered: '* He drew his sword and 
slew them.” 

“What an ignorant ruler! The two 
persons were excusable. He should hay 
learned their story and done them justice,” 

“Emir the Faithful, that is what you 
would hav done.” f 

** Yes, a caliph should be merciful and 
just." ` 

**'T'hen behold such a case before you.” 

Abbassah drew aside the cloak and re. 
vealed to the astonished eyes of the caliph 
& man. 

**Behold," she said, ‘‘in the youth ig 
the subject of my story, and this woman ig 
the stolen bride. O Prince of the Faith. 
ful, by your own promise may justice: 
pass by the innocent. The governor of 
Cufsh has treated them as I hav told you, 
What shall be done, not to these unfortu- 
nate people, but to Hadjadji ez Salim?” 

** He shall be driven from the office, and 
the wise physician shall hav his place." 

** Allah is just! And what shall be done 
with Numan and Na-am?" 

‘*They shall be restored to their palace, 
and Allah, who heareth the cry of the just, 
shall be praised." 


The young auditors applauded. 

‘That was better than the lemonade,” 
declared Walter, trying to tease his sister. 
But Madge was prepared to agree with 
him, Ipa BALLOU. 


HOME AGAIN. 


After a delightful trip and healthful vacation 
Ihave returned home ready for business, and 
shall hereafter be found at the old store person- 
ally attending to all orders and work my many 
friends may favor me with. 

t will be my special endeavor ‘o please all and 
to conduct business in auch a manner that it will 
be an object and to the interest of all to favor me 
with their kind orders. 1; 

Ifin need of a Diamond, Watch, auy piece of 

, Silver or plated ware, pmb em or 
Watch work, please send to me and I will posi- 
tivly send you best goods at lowest prices. 

Pricelists on application. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL, 


Designer of 
The Otto Wet'stein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
veni" Spo n; The Freethiught Badye. 
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PUBLICATION -. 
“Intercourse Between the S wu and Body." 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 


Interesting b ‘oka by same author: 
« Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp....... .75 
“ Divine Love and Wisdom,” 248 pp.,..... .75 
* Divine Providence,” 808 pp ,...... - 75 
wi Conjugal Lov,” 472 pp. ............ $1.00 
“True Christian Religion.” 982 pp -50 


“ Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1,2 8,4 each, $1 

Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 
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LULUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


, This book 1s Just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Un .suianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not real benefit to man. 
Tice, 20 cents. six for D 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking, 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as " Eye-openers," in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evaagels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
` They are so low in piice that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 
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Bible Tdolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll, 8 
he Bible: Is ıt Reliable as a Guide? O. Wat 2 
Blasphemy and the Bibl Reynolds..... 5 

Tne Book of Esther. N Word ot of What 
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This isthe statute under which Mr. J. 

. Wise ia now indictcd for sending a 
verse odrom the the Bible through the mail.) 3 

&keman......... eene gr 

Cruelty and Credulity of the Human Race. 
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The Christian Faith. 200 Questions Without 


Christian’ Mystaries. A Dialogue between & 
m Missionary aud a Chinese 
Mandarin cse ccc ccd us eorura Ran nn 2 

The Christian E Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. OC. Watts. 2 
The Church and Educa:ion. Anti-Jesuit..... 5 
The eaten and Freethought. Fran 


be Stop: 
of The 


ays. BS Ws ida 1 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.. 1 
The Devil's Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 
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: "IBRAIN ~ BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 
This is the only Pot of its kind in the litera- 
$ure of Freethough is arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. Address 
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$679,694.439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation? ` 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


guam 


MEE INE Bee 


Our p mphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment or Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 


the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the rélative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and  Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the 1aots, flgures, 
and argumente to be found. The figures. bein 
Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not besuperseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. earguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the oo of church exemption is suffere 
20 5xi8 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
eoductions are made: 

Cen copies. - - - E 2 00 

Fifty copies - - - - 4.50 

Jne hundred copies - ,. -= - 8.00 

Larger quantities at special rates. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 


Is Suicide 
A. Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide." 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


Tho Truth Seeker, 
29 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 
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three times as many portraits. 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 4 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. 


$5. 


+ 

With The Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. i 
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141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 3 
Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past . : 
Four Hundred Years. r 


IW 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 3¢ 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
Such was the case, however. 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, it is evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. ‘Well, the 
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They did not 
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nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 34 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 3 


investment. 


Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 


not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 3 


lighted that they got such a bargain. 
As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Feer- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 


rryry 


and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 


possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. 


organized force. 


book. 


It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker’ One Year, $6.50, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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It is a world book and a home 


c Ut v9 vov ry 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN.. 


An inquiry into ihe powers of government, and 
an argument for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just ce to all." 


Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRITTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem 
“Life,” by_“ the prince uf orators,” Col. Xo 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the ald 
edition, &nd can be framed or placed upon the 

table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the o portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
,urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described x * one of the masterpieces 
of the orator aud poet, who, now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make & delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intelleotual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


Address 


A NEW ones 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Chrisuanity. 
Never Before or Elsewhere ro Fully and th 
fully Set Fortn. Fai 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRICE, $2. 


Address THE TBUTH SEEKER OO., 
9?Lafavette place. New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and > nerpoets 
and sing them in your homes, maki ig «aem hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A COPY ‘een cloth 
gilt title, 40 cents: half bound, 35 3 <.s. 
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Gems of Phought. 


SwirrrY the politic goes; is it dak?—he 
borrows a lantern; 

Slowly the statesman and sure, guiding 
his steps by the stars. — Lowell. 


Ir is not by turning over libraries, but 
by repeatedly perusing and intently con- 
templating a few great models, that the 
mind is best disciplined. Macaulay. 


Sympatay, which makes society possi- 
ble, is cultivated by social intercourse. By 
habitual participation in the pleasures of 
others, the faculty is strengthened; and 
whatever prevents this participation, weak- 
ens it.— Herbert Spencer. 


No matter though it towers to the sky, 
And darkens earth, you cannot make the 


lie 
Immortal; though stupendously enshrined 
By art in every perfect mold of mind— 
Angelo, Raphael, Milton, Handel, all 
Its pillars, cannot stay it from the fall. 
— Gerald Massey. 


SELF-MASTERY stands at the gates of per- 
sonality. It is the key without which all 
protest for entrance to the realm of free 
living were denied. It cannot be begged 
or borrowed. It must be wholly your 
own. It loses its cunning in an alien 
hand. Atyour own waist, who are self- 
warded, must be belted tbe fall equipment 
of freedom.— Horace L. 1raubel. 


A rew months ago the Freethinkers 
of the semi-French city of Barcelona 
arranged a festival to celebrate the news 
from a little town in Western Aragon, 
where a gang of ruffians had attacked a 
supposed witch and dragged her about in 
a sack, till they were routed by the alcalde 
with a posse of local Rationalists. ‘‘What 
a sign of the time,” said the orator of the 
symposium, ‘‘and what a step of progress 
since the days when that mob would hav 
been headed ‘by a procession of mata- 
bruzas'"-—official witch-hunters with their 
inquisitorial experts and fagot-contract- 
ors. — Felix L. Oswald. 


By science man becomes acquainted with 
. causes and effects of things, attending in an 
extensiv and sure manner to his preserva- 
tion, and to the development of his facul- 
ties, Science is to him the eye and the 
light, which enable him to discern clearly 
and accurately all the objects with which 
he is conversant; and hence by an enlight- 
ened man is meant a learned and well- 
informed man. With science and instruc- 
tion a man never wants for resources and 
means of subsistence; and upon this prin- 
eiple & philosopher who had been ship- 
wrecked said to his companions who were 
inconsolable for the loss of their wealth: 
** For my part, I carry all my wealth with 
me."— Volney. 


VornTAIRE was a man of humor, of good 
nature, of cheerfulness. He despised 
with all his heart the philosophy of Cal- 
vin, the creed of the somber, of the severe, 
of the unnatural. He pitied those who 
needed the aid of religion to be honest, to 
be cheerful. He had the courage to enjoy 
the present and the philosophy to bear 
what the future might bring. And yetfor 
more than a hundred and fifty years the 
Christian world has fought this man and 
maligned his memory. In every Chris- 
tian pulpit his name has been pronounced 
with scorn, and every pulpit has been an 
arsenal of slander. He is one man of whom 
no orthodox minister has ever told the 
truth. Hehas been denounced equally by 
Catholics and Protestants. —Zngersoll. 


Tuis undertaking for another, is the 
blunder which stands iu colossal ugliness 
in the governments of the world. It is the 
same thing in numbers, as in a pair, only 
not quite so intelligible. I can see weil 
enough a great difference between my 
setting myself down to a self-control and 
my going to make somebody else act 
after my views; but when a quarter of the 
human race assume to tell me what I must 
do, I may be too much disturbed by the 
circumstances to see so clearly the absurd- 
ity of theircommand. Therefore, all public 
ends look vague and quixotic. beside pri- 
vate ones. For, any laws but those which 
make for themselvs, are laughable. If I 
put myself in the place of my child, 
and we stand in one thought and see 
that things are thus or thus, that per- 
ception is law for him and me. We are 
both there, both act. But if, without 
carrying him into the thought, I ‘look over 
into his plot, and guessing how it is with 
him, ordain this or that, he will never 
obey me. This is the history of govern- 
ments—one man does something which is 
to bind another. A' man who cannot be 
acquainted with me, taxes me; looking 
from afar at me, ordains thata part of my 
labor shall go to this or that whimsical 
end, not as I, but as he happens to fancy. 
Behold the consequence. Of all debts, 
men are least willing to pay the taxes. 
What a satire is this on government! 
Everywhere they think they get their 
money’s worth, except for these,—Ralph 
Waldo ‘Emerson. 


THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION 


n the famous text: “The Clerey know that I 


know that they do not kno 
PERSON ALE is TENCE "AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R, Smith. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 


of Hon. FREDERICK Dovantss and Cor, Ros- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL oa the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Oolonel Ingersoll’s speech 


ULPI es 83 p. 
BIBLE IP ÉEWAIND CRADLE. So long 
or Drinking is Commended, Defended, be aoe MEN speaks to believing Pews com- 


uag g fl thers, the cradle will b 
Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. posed chio M o mol UP d e cM OUT: oS 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME s p a devil of its own orestion and to 


Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices. ' 
READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 
AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply tos 


Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the the Inconsistency of Christians 


ll 
BLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that|P 


Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- a God who is powerlers against him. One of 


d, M.D. a e 
DID WAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
Fact? Israe 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by| TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable RELIGIOUS “PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 


reasons for Religious and other Delusions. Washburn! 3 bes t lectures, and it is, like all of 


FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH.| 25b» 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 3 
one or tha. inest effective ever written by any 


ry 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Baboock's GN Sermons. 

SCIENCE ys. RELIGION, or The Con- 
fiot Bo! Between Reason and Superstition. T C 

id 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence or gns forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ 

SISTER LUCY AND ‘HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity. virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bəiug t^e Nuremburg Collection. with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 

The descriptions and reflections by 


Freethink 

FIRST. EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
stractions of the world from the great teach- 

s Of the former & D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 

before the Freethought International Con- 


Otto Wettste n’s 
raternal attacks on Spirituali am. 

LORY OF INFIDELITY. To 

HE NI is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliantlectnres. 
Every, Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, ** What Has Infidelity Done?" shouid be 
indaced to read this book, ìf he has to be paid 


now CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturall Couceived, aud did he Rise 
rom the Dead? Israel W Groh. 


INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 


etwo agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 


mis at Chicago. One of 


m 
MORS e E. Ma^donald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, 
dredth's" auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lit of Volta/re. To which are added the 
three great posms of Goeth`, George Eliot. 
and L^ngfe 

CHRIST. “CRUCIFIED? Austin 


A lawyer’s consideration of the 


A discussion, between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, delivered on the one hun- 


Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
thatthe rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deuy it. Mr. Cou- 
mp. is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
rotes 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the EN Testament One of John Peck's 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man bas always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away mau 
aud you take away God—the image vanishes.” 


WAS 
Bierbower. 
evideuce of that alleged event. 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
oF Christ's alleged ac whith roug lead one 

to that conclusion. U.K Was 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu nem. 
Te title poem, is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many elitions of it hav^ been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
and the Real Not Dead, but Living, Frni- 
tion, Hore, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel l, 
Address to Deity, au ths short po: mso often 
recited, d ben reat effect by Charles Watts, 

iy 

WILL THE “COMING MAN WORSHIP 

This pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 

of what iud ot d & God man should make. fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


Samuel P. P searchers. 
ORTHODOXY. UR lecture by Colonel! WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
Robert de. TS one iat that great RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
man’s bes e subjects considered are: ie 
ma Sib ke Dying Out, Religious Deaths |  STosthinkers, Intornavione: ase ot Won 


The o Religion of Reciprocity, Mo-i Subjugatiou, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- Upon H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
covery of America à Copernicus and Kepler, | Iuvention Woman's Friend.  Fresrhonght the 
Lalesi O Darmin., pecial Providenos, gone Benefactor of Woman xon 

atest Cree od aS a Governor e Lov 
God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, WOMAN: HER PAST AND "PRESENT, 


HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


The Second Birth, Inspiration, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection Ahe Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, ' No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH RREKER, ÇO.. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


: A 

It will v "i It will 
z Corner 

Make You / A 

: the 

WY) 
Laugh. M Parson, 

Py t. 

m 
By WATSON HESTON. 

The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full. ð 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the AQ Pages. 200 ag 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 

CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloodv Joshua, 


Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham. Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Tamil: Y 

Isaac and His‘ sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 


The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon. 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, Gog Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Holy Moi . Adventures of the Prophets, 

Balaam the Diviner, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth,” gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lajayette Pl., New York city 
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In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


«In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published- in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
** Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the- 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Ixexnsorr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inazrsott, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS, — 


Being the story of his mental journey from. 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 
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JYot for Parsons. 


Jones: ''Y hav decided to join the 
church." Brown: ‘‘ What hav you been 
doing?" —Puok, 


Aunt: '* If you're not a good boy, you'll 
not go to heaven." Johnnie: ** But I want 
to go where you go, auntie." 


The question now agitating the Chris- 
tian world is: ** Shall we save the Turk or 
shall we shoot him?"— Galveston News. 


Orr those who read their titles clear 
To mansions in the sky, 
` Will wake up rudely yet, I fear, 
To find iu Spain they lie.— Puck. 


Lap: ‘‘ I hope you don't sell papers on 
Sunday, little boy." Boy: '*No'm; I 
ain't big enough yet to carry de Sunday 
editions." 


Heaven's not Oklahoma, 
Let us giv thanks in prayer; 
For, if it were, when we arrive 
What ‘‘ sooners" we'd find there! 
—Puck, 


Tur ungodly may remark that those at- 
tendants at the Methodist camp meeting 
out in Michigan were struck and killed by 
lightning in the big tent just as if they had 
been wicked people at a circus. 


PAnISHIONER: ‘‘ So your father is going 
to Oakland, Willie. I thought it was 
Sacramento to which he had a call.” Min- 
ister’s son: ‘I don’t think it could hav 
been a ‘call,’ sir, for it was ‘raised.’ "— Ex- 
change. 


A BurFALO newspaper man interviewed 
Moody, the Evangelist, the other day, and 
gloried in his scoopin the story of the re- 
markable escape of a seafaring man named 
Mr. Jonah, who was swallowed by a whale. 
He thought ’twas news. 


A weEaLruy Birmingham man, who made 
most of his fortune manufacturing idols 
for the psople in India to use in worship, 
is going to giv a handsome sum of money, 
after his death, to help the missionaries in 
India make war against idol worship.—N. 
Y. Tribune. 

EXPLORER PEARY will please be rescued 
in the regulation way—earnestly reading 
the Testament and chewing the remnant of 
an old boot. These examples must be per- 
petuated for their inspiring effect on the 
romantic ambition of American youth.— 
Cleveland Plaindealer. 


“Are all the animals in?” asked Noah, 
taking another look at the barometer. 
“All but the leopards,” replied Ham; 
“and I think we have a pair of them spot- 
ted." Nosh shook his head gloomily, and 
muttered something about ‘‘that boy com- 
ing to a bad end." — Cincinnati Tribune. 


Tr isnot often you hear humorous things 


in connection with the name of Sidney: 


Lanier. His struggle against disease was 
so heroic and yet so pathetic—his closing 
years filled with such fevered desire to 
. speak his message to the world before re- 
lentless Fate should seal his lips—that men 
often forget his younger manhood. But 
an amusing incident recurs to me now. 
Sidney Lanier had charge of the choir in 
the old church. The choir was large, fill- 
ing the whole end of the church with its 
semicircle of singers. Deacons’ wives, 
cousins and daughters had gone into it for 
generations, beginning young in the front 
row and gradually retiring, row by row, 
until they dropped out of the rear seats 
into their graves. Sidney passed through 
a trying experience in his effort to get rid 
of the discordant element and still to keep 
his place at the organ without duels. The 
feeling grew warmer. One day, as the 
choir came down from their places, they 
were confronted with a placard which 
read: ‘‘Swans sing when they die. Would 
that you were all swans and had sung."— 
Boston Transcript. : 


Tar following story is told of a corre- 
spondent who has recently retnrned from 
a trip to the far West of the United States: 
Two men who had been sitting together in 
the seat near the door of a railway car be- 
came engaged in an animated controversy, 
and their loud voices attracted the atten- 
tion of all the other passengers. Suddenly 
one of them rose and said: ‘' Ladies and 
gentlemen, I appeal to you to decide a dis- 
puted point. My friend here insists that 
not more than three persons out of five be- 
lieve they hav souls. I take a more cheer- 
ful view of humanity than that, Will all 
of you who believe you hav souls raise 
your right hands?” Every hand in the car 
went up. ''Thank you,” he ssid, with a 
smile. ‘‘Keep them up just a moment. 
Now, will all of you who believe in a here- 
after please raise your left hands also?” 


False Economy 
Is practiced by people who buy inferior. articles 
of food. The Gail Borden Eagle Brand Con- 
densed Milk is the best infant food. Infant 
Health is the title of a valuable pamphlet for 
mothers. Sent free by New York Oondeused 
: Milk Co., N. Y. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Every hand in the car went up. ‘ Thank 
you, again,” he said. ‘* Now, while all of 
you hav your hands raised,” he continued, 
drawing a pair of revolvers and leveling . 
them, *'my friend here will go down the 
aisle, and relieve you of whatever valu- 
ables you may happen to hav. Lively, 
now, Jim."— Pearson's Weekly. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
lssums or 1891.—$3. 
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FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL 


SHOWING 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 


OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


en, Women; and Gods. Helen H. dar- e STATE. 
OE sco tse E P 
The Age E Reason. Thomas Paine. lllus- A 3 ü P 
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Answers to Christian Questions. 18 unm agé 
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Christian Absurdities. John Peck.........: . 20 Ilustr ations. 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire............ 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
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Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller 25 
y Religious Experience. à E FAC TS, 
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E igion. 1 . Longshore................ 
Iasums oF 1892,— $3. STATISTICS, 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
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ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. .Helen H. Gar- OPINIONS SCHO L 
dener.................ees Secdutecesse 10 A 
piled Marais. John B. Hemsbux m R $ 
NW. isclosures of Ma: 
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Why Dont God Kil the De P dt THE ARTIST. 
BEEN IDEEN BER PENE . 
Liberty era MEA Pet ites DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
. .ByOol.RobertG.Ingersoll............. 25 WITH PUKTRAIT OF 
Six Leotures on Astronomy. Richard A. 4 i : d THE DESIGNER. 
` Proctor.......... DRNRRASEN 
Candle From Under the Bushel P The Illustrations are classified as follows: 
The Holy Bible Abridged. 80 RT. 
: 16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 8 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
also eo edd p | 2" The Church Robbing the People |g "Missionaries. 
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Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert l4 " Children and the Church. 1 z he Church and Slavery. 
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The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Ha: 6 ix The Church and Thomas Paine. 4 bd eland and the Church. . 
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Religion & Curse; Beligion & Disease; He- El A b AN and His Works. a s Heaven. . 
gion a Lie. B. P. Puinam............. : . e 
D ies. i 19 €* The Creeds. 7 MH Miscellaneous. 
esap Argument Fallanie s: By Editor or 15 Du Christians and Mohammedans. 
ndun Beer 50 iraord blication, W h that nothing like is h be. 
ohn E. Remsburg................ ANI A most extraordinary publication, iuret i at nothing like i? nas ever 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. lilus- fore appeared ia this COUNTY, and itis very. doubtful Eon one like it will ever again be pur 
trated. B.P. Putnam................... 25 | lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine..........-...  15| Attwice the price it world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 
Examination DER Es Paine.. 15 signer is EA wondertal dnd we judge from. DUE awa fesli ngs that pearly every Liberal in 
` erica will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—(Free » 
L Me rm 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstei 10 Mr. Heston d to be called the artist-h f Liberali He has dedicated his genius t 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson 35| Freethought, and has done fairhful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
Bister Lucy, Her Awful 10 | ares do mot make up the whole of vhis volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of. pea ing 
^ M Den savers tes sec matter that serve first as explanations of the illnstrations, and secon exis y utter 
Min. etre iec MEM E CREE EE CER ACUTA NOT 
Issues or 1894.— $3. hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. ` 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Belf-Contradictions ofthe Bible W. H. Burr 15 Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Ohurch Property: Should It be Exempt 
ROM Taxation? Reasons Why It Should i AdArege THER? WRITE SERERE- 
(o EET E T 5 - : 
Rongrese and Sunday Laws. Mio ths Fass 5 | —— 
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of mankind onearth. Dr. E.B. South- | | NO “BEGINNING; POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 
Qhurch and Fresthough t. Franklin Steiner 10 OR, AOCOUNT OF 
eilgion aD e Dible. 0. Subject in 
the light of modern thought. F.D. The Fundamental F allacy. | Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
ummings................. m §0 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. : Cloth, 75 cents. 
Jine astrated by A Carey it Tamet 50 | A common-sense exposnre of the error in the 
Rondte Ted gennai Whigs, | “creation "ort First Canso of things. ——— | $75 A MONTH Commen 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. guaranteed, Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5808, Boston, Maas 
ness, the Christ Principle, etc. W. “ This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
Milli «seen (esae ins sad ea sd E a 10 | ator with such plainness of wording that even 


the unlearned can uuderstavd, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
work3 on the subject we remember seeing.” —-THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 


Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and & 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 


Parce, $1; POSTPAID. 
Address THE TRUTH: SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF - 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OourriLED sy L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


B SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | i 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, . 

Single numbers soid at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Ohristians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is not in magio potions, ‘‘specifics” 
or electric cla irap, but" only in 


WISDOM—THE SOIENOE OF HEALTH, A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
pise) men study naturo, Rhun a ze | within one and a half miles of Media county seat 


aad within four mites of Chester, Pa. on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the place, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Wi hin five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line bstween 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 


by reading the mostcompletebook of 


walk. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern house on it. Bight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Severalsmaller places havesold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W.H. care Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 


: now 
| married or who ever expeet to be 
Ej wf The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
i 3 colored charts of vital organs, 200 

E] wood cuts, 21 chromosssho 

$A origin of life—development of man. 
B APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
‘Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

Lafayette Place, New York. 


July 1st. We Will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
can be easily ma 


samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per $ 
for full particulars, or we will send with è 
samea 
Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in e& 
è DS ton, Mass. 
e oston, . 
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M cele, Wentaland Physical Debility 

and who are desirous of bein Cured, a 

B booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

iving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

Fi plaints, and a description of the Doctor’s 

mportant medical discovery—an Qute 

«ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
c Address, DR, R. P, FELLOWS, 


Bag where you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N. J^ 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stu ch LIBERAL and a very 
suocessíul physician. Ho nas treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an^utgrowth of this long practice, which ehanly 
give confidence to those afflicted. 


Lida 
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GIVING ORDERS. 


These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city 
of the Samaritans enter ye not.—Mat. x, 6. 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Tre striking tailors of New York seem 
likely to easily win their fight. 

A FEW more wars and rumors of wars in 
the Central and South American states. 


THE next international congress of ge- 
ographers will be held in Berlin in 1896, 


In the exports of copper and iron we hav 
this TAE exceeded our best previous 
records. 


Benzamin PigROE Onensy, the pioneer 
in the express business, died in Boston the 
last of July. 


Corron is advancing in price owing to 
the bad crop reports and the decrease in 
the world’s stock. 


Taere is further hard fighting reported 
between the Turkish troops and the insur- 
gents in Macedonia. 


Taur delicatessen dealers of New York 
hav organized to resist the Sunday law as 
it applies to their business. 


Tere is trouble between whites and 
blacks near Marietta, Ga. Both sides are 
reported to be arming, and some hav been 
wounded, 


On August 1st Professor Heinrich von 
Sybel, the eminent German historian, died 
at Marburg. He was born at Dusseldorf, 
Dee, 2, 1817, 


Tug New York World figures that there 
are now available for use in the United 
States, of coined gold and silver and bull- 
I Pank notes and treasury notes, $2,554,- 
000,000. 


Tar Cubans are inclined to think that 
General-in-Chief Campos of the Spanish 
army is practically a prisoner at Bayamo 
with the detachment under his immediate 
command, 


Tue New York Grand Jury has indicted 
Sheriff Tamsen, his ex-warden of Ludlow 
Street Jail, and two ex-keepers, for mis- 
demeanors in having allowed the escape of 
United States prisoners, 


Ir now seems probable that the white 
men who killed the Bannock prisoners in 
Wyoming, and thus came very near pre- 
cipitating hostilities between the two races, 
will be arraigned to answer for their 
crime. 


ANOTHER massacre of missionaries and 
other Christians is reported as having oc- 
curred at Kucheng, China, on August 3d. 
Ten British subjects were killed. No 
Americans were hurt, The perpetrators 
were the Vegetarian order. 


AT Spring Valley, Ill., three hundred 
Negro laborers were attacked by five hun- 
dred whites, well-officered and armed and 
led by a brass band. Forty of the Ne- 
groes were clubbed and shot and all who 
could get away fled to Seatonville. Their 
homes, some more than a hundred, were 
destroyed and their furniture thrown into 
the streets and burned. The immediate 
cause of the trouble was the robbery and 
murder of & white miner. His assailants 
were arrested and jailed, 


THERE is an alarming increase in the 
death-rate in the Whitechapel district of 
London owing to the scarcity of water. 
Women in the streets offer as high as six 
cents or more for a pail of water, but often 
there is none to be had at any price. 


Negro colonists who went from the 
United States to Mexico are suffering ter- 
ribly. Many hav perished from smail-pox 
and the rest would be dead of starvation 
were it not for the assistance rendered by 
a few wealthy men and the United States 
authorities, 


Tue foremost architect in the United 
States. Richard M. Hunt, died at New- 
port, R. L, on July 31st. He was born in 
Brattleboro, Vt., Oct. 31, 1828. Among 
other great buildings which he designed 
was the Administration Building at the 
World's Fair. He was founder and presi- 
dent of the Municipal Art Society of this 
city. 

Mayor STARKWEATHER, of West Su- 
perior, Wis., has been impeached for ex- 
torting money from the firemen and police- 
men. He was reotor of the Episcopal 
church when elected mayor last fall, hav- 
ing been taken up as 8 joke by the Popu- 
lists and unexpectedly elected. If reports 
aro true, he blackmailed everybody in 
sight. 


Tas Shenango and Mahoning Valley 
manufacturers on August 3d voluntarily 
raised the wages of puddlers 25 cents per 
ton, the largest advance in years. For 
years the wages of puddlers hav been 
dwindling from $8 per ton as a maximum 
to $3 25 as a minimum. But within six 
months the rate has advanced a total of 
$1, now standing at $4.25 for that district. 


AN appeal is made to the press and peo- 
ple of the United State for funds to erect 
a monument at Alton, Ill., to Elijah Par- 
ish Lovejoy, murdered there nearly sixty 
years ago for his devotion to the cause of 
freedom. Illinois has appropriated $25, - 
000 on condition that $12,500 more is 
raised by subscription. Lovejoy was a 
martyr to the cause of free speech and 
press, The antislavery issue was only an 
incident. 


Junan Stover, of the New York Superior 
Court, says that the court cannot consider 
the application for an injunction to restrain 
the police in the enforcement of the Sun- 
day barber law. He says that this would 
be true if another department of the same 
court (Judge Brown) had not already de- 
cided the law to be constitutional, The 
courts sre of very limited jurisdiction when 
it comes to a question of defense of the 
rights of the citizen. 


Catarrh Cannot Be Cured 


with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they cannot 
reach the seat of the disease. Catarrh is a blood 
or constitutional disease, and in order to cure it 
you must take internal remedies. Hall's Ca- 
tarrh Cure is taken internally, and acts directly 
on the blood and mucous surfaces. Hall's Ca- 
tarrh Cure is not a quack medicine. It was pre- 
scribed by one of the best physicians in this 
country for years, and is a regular rescription, 
It is composed of the best tonics known, com- 
bined with the best blood purifiers, acting di- 
reotly on the mucous surtases. The perfect 
combination of the two ingredients is what pro- 
duces such wonderful results in curing Catarrh. 
Send for testimonials, free. 
. ENEY & OO.. Prop., Toledo, O. 
Bold by druggists, price 75 cents. 
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SUSAN H. WIXONS WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Oloth, #1, 


Woman: Fonr Centnries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold, And Othe Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 Pp., $1 25. 


The Story Honr. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti« 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 994 pp., boards, 81. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 
AN 


ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations, 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 6 cents. THE TRUTH SERRER, 
28 Lafayette PL, New York 


h 


a 


AT the last election in Belgium, under 
the multiple ballot electoral system, the 
elericals made great gains and secured the 
control of the Chamber of Representativs, 
Now they sre pushing through a new edu- 
cational bill. On August 3d the Chamber 
adopted, by the vote of 70 to 59, Clause 4, 
making religious instruction compulsory. 
A few days before there was a great demon- 
stration in Brussels against the measure. 
A hundred thousand people marched in 
procession, 


Taur New York World of August 5th 
fills its editorial page with affirmations of 
and arguments for the fundamental prin- 
ciples of equal liberty. "There are three 
broad columns of excerpts from John 
Stuart Mill's *Liberty," nearly a half- 
eolumn from Herbert Spencer, quotations 
from the Declaration of Independence, 
the preamble to the Constitution, from 
Bolingbroke, George Mason, Jefferson, 
Blaekstone, and many other famons men, 
and a clear-cut editorial. 


Remodeling the Government, 


An earnest essav for radical reform in our 
mode of government, to which are added bright, 
interesting sketches on Bible temperance, the 
Christ genet le, morality, religion faith, and 
belief, Gods, 


heist, and Atheist and spiritology 
By W. L. WILLIS. 
Well printed in large type on good paper. 
Pnioz, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Sclence, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Ohristian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the pree is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper, 50 cents in oloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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CASTING PEARLS BEFORE SWINE. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER. OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaxETHINEKER'S ProroriaL Trxr-Booz, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proronian, Tzxr-Boor. 


The pictures in the FBREETHINKER’S PIOTORIAL 
Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson HESTON 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Unele Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 


giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works. 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy & 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book-—FIVE DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make & 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in Ámerica will desire 
& copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 

t. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now à 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


"What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 


Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 

Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprron Truru Szexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 

Respectfully, W. F. Barmar, 
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LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


WITH 
THE 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


M 


For $6.50 we will send Tms Trurn SEEKER one year ($8) and S.P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 


soll Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 


race. 
and political movement. 


its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 


It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
t shows what Freethought is in itself, how manitola are 
** Four 


HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 


rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
Nothing can be more interesting or more inspirin 


most shining advance. 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 


progress, 


m 


No Liberal can afford to be without this book. } 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
agnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 


It contains the great- 


glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPE CIAL isis us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 


12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


free, a copy in boards of 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER ‘CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


NOE 


to the 


For $5 we willsend Tax TnurH SzrkzR one year ($8) and “Paine’s 


great Works Complete"($8). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year ($8) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers " ($8). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux T&urH Szzxer one year ($8) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one ` 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 


For $4.50 we wil send Tux TRUTH SEEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Taz TaurH Sxxxzr one year ($3) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tus Trurn SEEKER one year ($8) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


The TRUTH. 
SEEKER and 


The 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and ''nUTH 
HE TRUTH SEE 


gilt bowl, 600. more. Address 


Ye The Freethinker s Dadge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION, 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $450. The 
in and THE 


8275 Pin TRUTH 
ERKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


BEUKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


Scientific Books Cheap. Researches in Oriental History, 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call. atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By S. 
Laing. "75 cents, 

Formation ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

_ habits. By Charles Darwin. 7 cents. k 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. __ 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. 

ully. 75 cents. . 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 

` bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
Wat of some Familiar Things. By W.M 

iliams, F.C.8. Two books in one volume 
."5cents. a 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numerous notes 
and illustrations, and an index. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volumes. Over 700 
pages printed in large typ3. Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzoncz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. . .Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
lace has taken placein the direction of natural- 
sm, and this to the extent of rendering the 
echanical inte retation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God?’ 
trated. Price, cloth 
E ‘Address.’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, 


By James 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 


chapters. | ga 

Part TH p erivatidn of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 

Part Ty." Whenco Came the Aryans? Five chap 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls anda younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure tc 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1.  . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

ofits Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Edneation 3 or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Oloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution: to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth M 
ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 14« 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Negs 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, withou 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Pandey Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 20c 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shak:- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Seconó 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine 
Price, 10 cents. . 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine ar 
Junius and Casca. Price, b cents. 

Address THE TRÜTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


All are architec's of fate 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with masriv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G REED. 
Price, - - - - - 15 cents. 


Address “HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 
| Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Srewenker-Bicher. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
dentfder Sprache, weldhe fehr berühmt find: 
, Die Srrtfümer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifdbe Beleuchtung bes Pentatench im 
fid) ber modernen Weltan- 


fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Sugerjoff. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Gube 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents, 


“Moderne Gétterdimmerung, / 
von Gol. R. G. Gngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wunder und Wunderthiter, 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. — 


n, Glaube und Verunnft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
bes romifch-Patolifcken Driefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus bem Franzofifhen überfegt von 
Fraulein Unna Rnoop. 

801 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere dent{chen Lefer 
follten fte weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D.M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 


e reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 


claims ot supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1415 pages, 8vo. ln cloth, 84; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The. Religion. of Deism 
Common Hense, ‘I'he Crisis, aud the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800. pages, 8vo. 
om $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 

4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped. including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Yol. describes fully 

all religious systems of the world, including 

Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 

thelatter occupying 873, pres being fully gone 

into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison nt Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 


` in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “'The Truth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R, AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 centa. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 
A Story of the Rightway Almshousa 


A short story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


_Of this valuable book the London " Free. 
thinker” says: *'Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss's pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good, and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By PRoF.F W. Newman. Price 25 cente. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


The Christian Endeavor Conspiracy. 

The great convention of Christian Endeavorers 
in Boston has brought out into a still stronger light 
the determination of the leaders in that movement 
to Christianize the government. The convention 
was widely representativ, there being present dele- 
gates from many parts of the world besides the 
United States. Out of the Christian Endeavor 
movement has grown the “Christian Citizenship 
League,” an auxiliary organization intended to take 


the fact that “Sabbath rest” is demanded not in 
the interest of man but in the name of “ god.” Be- 
cause an old writer says that the tutelar divinity of 
some ancient tribes commanded the “sacred,” “ re- 
ligious,” observance of the seventh day of the 
week, honest labor and innocent recreation on the ` 
first day of the week are to-day made crimes, and 
inoffensiv citizens are robbed, imprisoned, and put 
in the chain gang. The report of the Boston con- 
vention givs plenty of evidence to confirm our 


E, M, Maoponanp, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Bingle subsoription, in ad a Vasetbean snsvansesvecscoocessss@2 00 A . : : 
Borne me voce sian ci ue 3 00 | the fight for Christ into politics, and this part of | Contention that the church is now acting in the po- 
Two new subsoribers.. 7-5 99 | the program occupied the major portion of the time litical field through auxiliary societies. We hav 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
Omne poss Rn with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


been assured that not many of the churches hav 
indorsed the Christian amendment program and the 
Christian citizenship movement. 'To this we hav 
answered that the churches hav not needed so to 
do; that the various organizations affiliated with 
them were attending to the political side of their 
work. It is merely an illustration of the division of 
labor. The dailies report Dr. Hoyt as saying at 
Boston : 

‘They should remember that Christian Endeavor is 
but a servant of the church; that the meaning of Ohris- 
tian Endeavor was to withstand drifts, to combat corrupt 
politics, to keep on saying that the politics of this coun- 
try, city, state, and county are to be pure. There was 
another drift that would hav to be met also, and that was 
Sabbath desecration." 

Yes, the Christian Endeavor society is “but a ser- 
vant of the church,” a8 are also the Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, the National Reform Asso- 
ciation, the Epworth: League, the Divorce Reform 
League, the Prohibition party, the Boys’ Brigade, 
the Sabbath associations, and a multitude more of 
similar societies. All these are doing the political 
propagandistic work of the churches. By “pure 
politics” is meant politics suited to the tastes of the 
Christian church, and it by no means implies that 
the opposit kind of politics is necessarily “ corrupt 
politics.” All heresy isimmoral and corrupt in the 
eyes of the religionist, as witness the assertion of 
Dr. Hoyt that the ‘most immoral influence of the 
present day is the secular Sunday newspaper,” 
meaning, of course, that it sets an example of 
“Sabbath breaking " that is very likely to be imi- 
tated. Read this from the Christian Citizen, the 
organ of the Christian Citizenship League : 


of the Boston convention. With these crusaders, 
*eivie reform" means “Christian citizenship,” the 
purpose being to unite all denominations in the 
fight for Christ at the polls. Last week we called 
sttention to the fact that the Catholics are repre- 
sented with the leading Protestant denominations 
on the executiv committee of the New England Sab- 
bath Protectiv League, and this is but one of the 
many evidences of the gradual but sure approxima- 
tion of the various divisions of the religious army. 
They are coming together for the accomplishment 
of Christian unity, which portends the legal sup- 
pression of all unorthodox opinions. 

s“ Mankind must be made to feel that it is absolutely 


wrong to divorce the sacred from the secular — to separate 
religion from politics.”  . 

So declared Rev. A. M. Phillips, of Montreal; and 
Rev. William G. Clark, of Chicago, uttered the same 
sentiment when he said: 

“ Practical Ohristianity means, among other things, 9 
Christian politician and a Christian statesman. False to 
your nation and you are false to your god. Loyal to 
either and you are loyal to both.” 

**[Christian citizenship| maintains the supreme right 
of Jesus Christ to rule municipal and national as well as 
private life. The city, the state, the nation, should be 
governed by the principles laid down by him—prinsiples 
of righteousness, of justice, of unselfishness.” 

That last is from an official publication of tke 
Endeavor society. Of course we understand that 
the “principles of righteousness, of justice, [and] 
of unselfishness” here referred to mean only such 
interpretations of the teachings of Jesus as the rul- 
ing Christian power of the time shall make or ac- 
cept, and that one of the chief of these “ principles” 
is enforced Sabbath observance. It is indisputable 
that the millions of Christian Endeavorers are 
pledged to do all possible to compel the people of 
this country to accept the doctrins taught by Jesus. 
Jesus is said to hav “laid down” certain “ princi- 
ples” which, we are told, must be applied to the 
“solution of every present-day problem.” Has it 
not occurred to these compulsory moralists that 
Jesus—if such a man ever lived—is dead, and hence 
is utterly without authority over the men and 
women of the present age? The priest or legisla- 
tor who attempts to force any person to accept the 
teachings of Jesus, either as they are read literally 
in the Bible, or as they are interpreted and traves- 
tied by modern Christians, is a traitor to liberty 
and a rebel against the Constitution which guaran- 
tees the equal freedom of all the citizens of the 
republic. Of these traitors one of the most con- 
Spieuous is Congressman Elijah A. Morse, who said 
in the Boston meeting: 

** Another element of good citizenship, and conduciv 
thereto, is a sacred, religious regard for the Sabbath 
day, as a day of rest and surcease from toil. The com- 
mand given on Sinai, ‘Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy,’ was given for every nation and every peo- 
ple; for that century, for the 19th and 20th centuries, and 
for the 200th century, if the world shall continue so long. 

* The command to observe it is side by side 
with *thou shalt not steal *thou shalt not bear false 


witness.’ Ohristian Endeavorers, love and defend the 
Sabbath day.” 


The italics are ours, and help to call attention to 


wees’ we esessecssess 10 O0 
Any Tamba over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 
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98 Lafayette place, New York. 
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any Freethinker who isnot & regular subscriber. 


The Bible and the School House. 


* Back the Bible must go into the little red 
school-house, and the Christian Endeavorers must 
keep it there,” said Dean Wright, of Auburndale, 
in the Boston convention. Quoting this, the 
Christian Statesman says that it expresses “the 
inherent and logical conviction” of the Christian 
Endeavor movement, and no doubt the theocratic 
organ is correct. But “the Little Red School- 
house” isa “patriotic” catch-phrase ; what, then, are 
we to infer as to the community of interest between 
the various lodges and the Young People’s Society 
of Christian Endeavor? Are they not all working 
together for the Bible in the schools, the control of 
public education by the Protestant churches? 
Listen to what the Christian Statesman says in this 
connection : 

“This great movement [Christian Endeavor] is dis- 
tinctivly Protestant. It rests upon the open Bible. Its 
appeal is to the Bible, as of supreme authority in all 
moral questions. Its solution of the great problems of 


civil government must be, not à Roman Catholic solu- 
tion, but a Protestant solution.” 


**One of the significant signs of the times is the in- 
creasing number of young men and young women, all 
oyer the country, who are identifying themselvs with 
reform movements of various, kinds, and especially with 
the Christian Citizenship Leagues of their respectiv local- 
ities. In this way each local society of Christian En- 
deavor, or Epworth League, or Baptist Union; each 
Young Men's Christian Association, and each charch, is 
being made a nucleus of reform, The demand for Ohris- 
tian Citizenship literature, for speakers on the subject, 
constantly increases with the increase of the number of 
those interested. Committees are being appointed by 
the young people's societies and charged with the super- 
intendence of civic concerns. The churches, not as 
churches, but through their members, are readily and 
rapidly federating for good government and for the con- 
servation of distinctiv and imperiled American institu- 
tions, such as the American Sunday and the free school 
system. Sermons and prayer meetings and worship be- 
gin to take the form of political activity. The spirit of 
reform, defensiv and offensiv, is abroad. Let it stay 
abroad and strike quick and hard until evil is down and 
good is up.” 


Then it quotes Dean Wright’s declaration, and 
avers that he expressed the “inherent and logical 
conviction of the movement.” All this being in- 
disputable, it seems to follow that the great commo- 
tion raised about “the Little Red School-house ” ig 
simply a fight between Protestant and Catholic as 
to which one’s religious views shall prevail in the 
*golution of the great problems of civil govern- 
ment.” ‘A plague on both your houses”; we hav 
neither fellowship nor sympathy with either. But 
it is pertinent to ask the Christian Statesman how 
it can hav & Protestant solution of these prob- 
lems when it rejects the Sabbath of the Protestant 
fetich, the Bible, and establishes by law the Sab- 
bath of the Catholic church. More than this, the 
Catholics fraukly say that they believe in a united 
state and church when it is possible for that church 
to be their own, but the Protestant theocrats pre- 
tend to favor religious liberty, although straining 
every nerve to utterly destroy it in the United 
. States. Are they not out of their own mouths con- 
victed of either rank hypocrisy or almost preter- 
natural stupidity? Can they not see that if it is 
conceded that the Bible is rightfully in the public 
school, the Catholics may without blame put their 
Bible or catechism there when they hav the power? 


There you hav it plainly enough. Is it not very 
easy to see where the church is working and 
through what agencies? She is going to strike 
quickly and hard until “evil is down and good is 
up," that is, until such “American institutions" 
as the “American Sunday” are impregnably forti- 
fied in Constitution and law. And what about the 
‘free school system,” which is one of the “ Ameri- 
can institutions” to be put “up”? There is no 
division of opinion here—*' back the Bible must go 
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into the little red school-house, and the Christian 
Endeavorers must keep it there," as Dean Wright 
declared in this convention. To make publie edu- 
cation Christian is one of the objects of all these 
friends of “good government." ‘Their sectarian 
purposes are thinly disguised when disguised at all. 

There are millions of Christian Endeavor mem- 
bers and a million of voters. Soon there will be 
millions of voters in this society alone. And other 
millions in other societies. The campaign is 
planned. The Christian Citizenship League will hav 
branch societies in every city, town, village, and 
ward. Candidates will be watched and questioned. 
There will be a concerted demand for such legisla- 
tion as they wish, and what Congressman or state 
legislator or councilman will dare refuse? The 
Sunday fight is on NOW. 


Chureh Property Taxation in Illinois. 


* Keep up the fight on the Sunday law," says F. 
L. Chambers, of Augusta, Hancock county, Ill., at 
the close of a letter in which he tells us what he 
and another Freethinker, William Golm, hav done 
to bring the Christians of that town to a realizing 
sense of the demands of justice in another matter 
—the taxation of church property. The law of 
Tilinois exempts from taxation church property ex- 
clusivly used for purposes of religious worship, but 
the good Christians, who are always appealing to 
the common citizen to obey their Sunday law and 
other invasiv statutes, were not too good to secure 
tie exemption, through the failure of the assessor 
to list, of the parsonages of the Methodist 
Episcopal and Christian churches, and the lots 
upon which said parsonages were situated. This 
property has for years been on the assessors’ books, 
put there by the county clerk in pursuance of law, 
but the churches hav evidently been very near the 
seat of local power, and so the property has not 
been assessed for taxation. Messrs. Chambers, 
Golm, and Samuel Farlow went before the board of 
review, at its session on June 4th, and demanded 
the assessment of the two lots in question, submit- 
ting to the board a decision of the supreme court of 
the state which defined what property was and what 
was not exempt, the decision fully sustaining the 
contention of the Freethinkers. The latter offered 
to assume all costs, including taxes involved, should 
subsequent proceedings declare their claims illegal. 
The board of review and the assessor positivly re- 
fused to list the property. Next Messrs. Golm and 
Chambers filed with the county board of supervis- 
ors & statement of the case, with their protest, 
which was referred to the Committee on Equaliza- 
tion, and this committee reported a recommenda- 
tion for the taxation of all church property in 
Augusta except that exclusivly used for purposes of 
religious worship. This leaves the lots as they 
were, listed by the county clerk, but not assessed 
by the assessor. On August 3d Mr. Chambers 
submitted the question to the attorney general and 
auditor of state. This is his letter: 

Avacusta, Hancock Count, Irm., Aug. 3, 1895. 

To the Attorney General, State of Illinois, Springfield, 
Ill., Sis: I hav the honor to submit the following for 
your consideration, and respectfully ask your decision 
pertaining to the same, viz: 

‘she assessor's books hav carried as listed property 
for several years, yet that official has never assessed, the 
following property: Lot eight (8), Block two (2), Aber- 
nathy’s second (2) addition, also out-lot two (2) of out- 
lots, recorded by Joseph Weinberg, all in the village of 
Augusta, county of Hancock, state of Illinois, each lot 
being occupied by a parsonage, of the M. E. church and 
Christian church, respectivly, and each being distinctly 
separate from the respectiv church buildings. The town- 
ship assessor has been urged to assess this property, it 
being duly listed, and has replied that he would investi- 
gate the law and be governed thereby. When the board 
of review met in regular session on the fourth Monday of 
June, 1895, Samuel Farlow, William Golm, and the sub- 
scriber (all resident taxpayers) went before this board, 
when the examination of the assessor’s books revealed the 
non-assessment of this property. In our plea for the as- 
sessment of these lots, we submitted (as read to the 
board of supervisors) a decision from page fifty, Illinois 
reports, Vol. 117, which distinetly defines what property 
is exempt and clearly establishes our demand as just, 
that these lots be assessed. In reply, both the board and 
assessor positivly refused to assess these specific lots, we 
conjointly agreeing to assume all costs, including taxes 
involved, should subsequent rulings declare our claim 
illegal. We (William Golm and the subscriber) then filed 


with the board of supervisors on July 5, 1895, the follow- 
in communication [clipping from local newspapers] 
marked A, receiving through special committee, ap- 
pointed by the board of supervisors in their regular s88- 
Bion, their report thereon marked B, both clippings here- 
with inclosed, which report leaves these two lots exactly 
as they were, as they hav been continuously ‘listed,’ as 
recommended by this report, but hav never yet been as- 
sessed since occupied by parsonages as described. 

t In section 97, Clause I., Revenue Laws of Illinois, it 
is distinctly stated that the board of supervisors shall 
assess all property ‘listed’ by the county clerk. 

“We respectfully appeal to you, as attorney general, 
for such action as is requisit to compel the assessment of 
the property, providing such action is not inconsistent 
with your legal requirements. And we would also re- 
quest your opinion thereon. "Very respeotfully, your 
obedient servant, F. L. Ogauszns." 


The Hancock county board's failure to obey the 
law in the case of the Augusta churches shows what 
a “pull” the church has with electiv officials. If all 
Freethinkers were as much alive and as persistent 
as our comrades in Augusta, the Freethought party 
would be much more respected than it is now, and 
the cause of justice would receive a great impetus. 

Since the foregoing was written we hav received 
copies of the replies of the attorney general and of 
the auditor of state to the protest of Mr. Cham- 
bers, and reproduce them for the information and en- 
couragement of our readers: 


** SeRINGEIELD, lrr., Aug. 6, 1895. 

“F, L. OmawsERS, Esq., Augusta, Ill, Dear Sir: 
Your communication of the 3d instant is received and 
contents noted. It is evident from your statement that 
the assessor has neglected to do his duty. There is no 
law of this state exempting & parsonage from taxation. 
It is not too late, however, for the assessor to make 
amends. He should assess the property at once, and re- 
turn it to the county clerk. This he can do even after 
he has returned his books. 

** T note the action of the supervisors in regard to the 
matter, and would advise you to present it again to them 
at the September meeting, and cali their attention espe- 
cially to the fact that they hav not passed upon the ques- 
tion submitted in your petition. If the board of super- 
visors take any action upon the matter at their September 
meeting, and you feel aggrieved by the same, you can 
hav an appeal taken under section 97 of the Revenue act, 
provided their action comes within the provisions of the 
law. 

“In the meantime, you had better consult the state's 
attorney of your county and ask his assistance as a public 
officer. It is the duty of the attorney general to attend 
to the matter after it comes into the auditor’s hands, and 
is certified to the Supreme Court, but there is no duty 
before this that devolves upon him in relation to the 
matter. 

**Tf the assessor makes an assessment of the property 
it will, perhaps, not be necessary for you to follow the 
matter up before the board of supervisors. There is a 
case in Volume 57 of the Appelate Court Reports, page 
681, holding that property may be assessed after the re- 
turn of the assessor’s books, which will giv sufficient light 
upon the subject. Yours truly, 

** M. T. Moroney, Attorney General.” 


The state auditor replied as follows: 


** SPRINGFIELD, ILL., August 6, 1895. 
“F, L, CHAMBERS, Esq., Augusta, Ill., Dear Sir. Re- 
plying to yours of the 3d instant, we will say, we hav no 
doubt that the property mentioned by. you is subject 
to assessment and taxation. The second clause of section 
2, Revenue law, provides as follows, viz.: 
** * All church property aetuelly and exclusivly used for 


public worship when the land (to be of reasonable size for 
the church building) is owned by the congregation.’ 


‘ The language of the statute is plain and explicit, 
‘actually and exclusivly used for public worship.’ This 
language could not be construed to inelude the parson- 
age, even if such parsonage stood upon the same or an ad- 
joining lot, because a parsonage is in no sense a house of 
public worship. Again, ‘the land to be of reasonable 
size for the location of the church building;’ for the loca- 
tion of the church building, the building for public wor- 
ship, and not the parsonage or residence of the min- 
ister. 

‘There are a number of decisions of our Supreme 
Court bearing upon this question, in all of which the 
court holds that the statute of exemption should be 
strictly construed. In 26th Ill., page 482, the First Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church vs. the City of Chicago, under a 
statute more liberal than the present one, where a build- 
ing the third and fourth stories of which were each in one 
large room and were used exclusivly for religious pur- 
poses, while the first and second were rented for compen- 
sation and the proceeds applied to religious purposes, the 
court held the portion rented for compensation was tax- 
able and the portion occupied for religious purposes was 
not. The court said: ‘The meaning of the law is as ap- 
plied to religious buildings and furniture that they must 
be used directly for sacred and not for secular purposes,’ 
This case is cited to show how strictly the courts are in- 


clined to construe statutes exempting property from tax- 
ation. 

** Tt was the duty of the assessor to assess the property 
mentioned by you; as he failed in his duty it was then the 
duty of the board of supervisors to assess it as provided 
in section 97 Revenue law, ascited by you. As I under- 
stand the law the auditor has no power to compel the as- 
sessment of property, but in case any township or num- 
ber of townships fail to return an assessment to the 
county clerk he may require the county clerk to certify the 
assessment of the previous year. I would therefore re- 
spectfully suggest that the county attorney be consulted. 

** Yours truly, Davr» Gorn, Auditor P. A,” 

So the protest of a very few Freethinkers in a 
little town will open the way for the enforcement 
of the law in the entire state and thus compel the 
church to pay its taxes upon millions of dollars’ 
worth of land and buildings not “actually and ex- 
clusivly used for public worship." The church has 
too many—one would be too many—unjust privi- 
leges which are intrenched in the law, but she 
should not be permitted to enjoy any not so in- 
trenched, and she should be dispossessed at the 
earliest possible moment of those which are so in- 
trenched. 


Nauseating Cant or Dense Ignorance. 
Belle Kearney, writing from Geneva to the 
Woman’s Journal, describes her visit to the famous 
castle where Bonivard, “the champion of Gen- 


|evese liberties, was chained for six years, to satiate 


the vengeance of the savage Duke of Savoy.” She 
tells of the smooth, sloping stone on which the 
condemned prisoners were put to sleep the night 
before their execution; she pictures the gallows from. 
which their bodies were thrown to the lake, three 
hundred and fifty feet below; in the torture-room 
she saw the pulleys to which prisoners were attached 
and drawn up by their hands or hair while their 
feet were burned, the marks of the hot irons yet 
visible on the wood of the column which bore the 
pulleys; she saw also the beam with the iron collar, 
the latter used to encircle the necks of the victims 
to terrify and crucify them, and in another part of 
the castle she was shown the square, railed opening 
through which prisoners were told to go and they 
would find their liberty. After proceeding a short 
distance they would fall upon knives which cut 
them to pieces, and their bodies would drop into the 
lake. Then this Christian woman moralizes : 

**Tt was all so horrible! We were glad to get into the 
sunlight again, and thanked God that the sweet religion 
of Jesus Christ had turned cruelty into kindness, crime 
into charity, and made all men brothers.” 

This is utterly disgusting. Does not this advo- 
eate of woman's rights know anything about the 
history of Europe and of Christianity? Does she 
not know that for centuries the man who could in- 
vent & new torture with which to torment the man 
who had a new idea was the best friend of Christ's. 
church, and was sure of heaven, while the man who. 
was tortured was as sure of hell? Does she not: 
know that under the rule of Christ's church the art: 
of torture was developed to the highest degree of: 
refinement, and applied as never before in the: 
known history of the world? Does she not know: 
that Protestant vied with Catholie in the work of: 
torture? When at Geneva, did she forget that: 
it was there that one of Christ's ministers, John: 
Calvin, burned slowly to death at a green-wood fire: 
another of Christ's ministers, Michael Servetus, for: 
a difference of opinion? Is she not aware that toa- 
day the prevalence of cruel spoxta and the cruell 
treatment of domestic animals and of criminals and’ ` 
of those suspected of crime, is generally in a direct 
ratio to the intensity of belief of the people in the 
religion of Christ? And, finally, does she not real- 
ize that if orthodox Christianity be true God will 
torture the innumerable billions of his prisoners, 
subjecting them eternally to torments in compar- 
ison with which the sufferings inflicted by the Chris- 
tian Duke of Savoy would be as the ecstasies of the 
blessed ? 

“Turned cruelty into kindness?” But slavery is 
only just now extinct in Christian lands, after more 
than eighteen centuries of Christianity, and men 
accused of crime are yet burned at the stake by 
Christians. Christian Spain and Mexico still de- 
light in the bull-fight; and in the Christian United 
States pigeon-shooting matches are of daily occur- 
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rence; in Christian Austria and Germany horses are 
deliberately run to death in the play of mimic war, 
and in Christian Switzerland and America Christians 
send fellow Christians to prison for working on a 
particular day, in America even subjecting them to 
the horrors of the chain-gang and convict camp. 

* Made all men brothers’? In Europe five mill- 
ions or more men are armed and drilled and the 
nations are impoverished in maintaining these vast 
equipments on land and sea for almost the sole pur- 
pose of slaughtering fellow Christians on the slight- 
est provocation. Hurope has stolen Africa and is 
to-day partitioning it out among her nations, killing 
ruthlessly such unfortunate nativs as do not know 
any better than to object. France is murdering 
Hovas in Madagascar and imprisoning American 
citizens who are under suspicion of having given 
information of her designs to the doomed people. 
Spain is pursuing her traditional policy of robbery 
and slaughter in Cuba. Catholic Christian South 
America is always cutting throats,and herein North 
America it is not many years since Christians took 
at the point of the sword all they could from their 
brother Christians in Mexico, while the echoes of 
our terrible internecine conflict still ring in our ears, 
a conflict growing out of Bible-sanctioned and 
Christian church-defended chattel slavery. At 
present our Christian teachers and rulers and 
preachers are inculcating the gospel of the brother- 
hood of man by arming and training the children 
in the public and Sunday-schools to fit them in 
time for the work of death. 

Such progress as we hav made—and we hav made 
great progress since the sad ages when it was death 
to question the truth of the dogmas taught by the 
church of Christ—has followed in the wake of sci- 
entific discoveries that hav disproved the assertions 
of the Bible and of the church regarding “ creg- 
tion,” and of historical investigations and Bible 
criticism that hav torn to tatters the remaining su- 
pernaturalism and much of the human records de- 
pended on to hold the people in the meshes of 
Christian superstition. 


«< Liberty’ means naught unless it means that 
others can do what we don't like," writes “Tee- 
totaller" in the Sunday World. That tells the 
whole story in the fewest words into which we hav 
ever seen it condensed. 


. Without belief in the immortality of the soul of 
man, says Rev. Father Cronin, “in days of darkness 
and desolation there is no cheering light in the 
everlasting heavens.” Neither is there any brain- 
maddening glare from the never-dying flames of 
hell. 


**Indoctrinate the masses with the belief that death is 
an eternal sleep, and that all ends at the tomb, and you 
unleash the human heart for the commision of every de- 
scription of crime.”— Catholic Union and Times. 

The most colossal criminal association in history 
was the Christian Inquisition, and it tortured, 
robbed, and murdered millions of men and women 
because its members believed that man had an im- 
mortal soul and that to save this soul from hell it 
was necessary to mercilessly extirpate heresy. Un- 
til the Christian church can wipe out the damning 
record of its own unparalleled crimes it ill becomes 
Rev. Father Cronin to chatter about the demoraliz- 
ing effects of the teachings of the Freethinker. If 
he wants to learn something further concerning the 
restraining influence of the belief in immortality, 
let him make a careful study of the religious sta- 
tistics of the prisons and spend few hours poring 
over the latest edition of the “Crimes of Preach- 
ers.” 


EE RU RR 

« The American Purity Alliance” will hold a big 
convention in Baltimore on October 14th, 15th, and 
16th, to “advance social purity"—by law! No 
doubt, its deliberations will be governed by charity, 
moderation, and wisdom. This must be so, for we 
read that * many of the ministers of Baltimore hav 
agreed to offer special prayers for the success of 
the convention's work, and to preach sermons on 
subjects in touch with it.” Who ean hav any 
fears of the impartial nature of the convention's dis- 
pussions and the scientific value of its conclu- 


sions? Among those who will read papers are 
Elbridge T. Gerry, B. O. Flower, Mary A. Liver- 
more, and Anthony Comstock. With Anthony Com- 
stock’s methods of dealing with purity problems we 
are somewhat familiar; Commodore Gerry has 


great faith in the whipping-post as an evangel of 


sweetness and light, while Mrs. Livermore pins her 
faith to a shot-gun. “I come not to send peace, 


but a sword,” the Nazarene is reported to hav 
declared. 


A few weeks-ago we sent notices to those of our 


subscribers who were indebted to us on their sub- 
scription account, and we are glad to say that a 
great many of them Kindly responded with prompt- 
ness. 
hav as yet had no word, and to them we address 


There are many, however, from whom we 


these appealing remarks. We want some money, 


and want it badly, else we wouldn't say anything 
about it. 
has to be paid regularly, and it takes a good deal 
of cash. So we again ask those whose time has ex- 


But the cost of getting out the paper 


pired to make an effort to renew their subscriptions 


now—at once—right off—so we can hav the where- 


withal to pay some bills that are due. We owe 
some people, other people owe us. If other people 
will pay us, we can pay some people; and then 
everybody will be happy. (Quod erat demonstran- 
dum.) It is very unpleasant to be short of funds 
with a great deal more owed us than we owe, but 
that is our fix now, and hence this reminder to those 
who forgot to respond to the notice. We dislike 
to mention this matter, but Necessity has no fel- 
lowship with Squeamishness, and we hav to do it. 
We need the money. 


The religious press and the religious editors of 
the secular press are making a great fuss ever the 
alleged saying by a particularly atrocious murderer 
(or alleged murderer) that he is a * believer in the 
teachings of Ingersoll and Tom Paine.” There is 
no very good evidence that the man ever said any- 
thing of the sort, but if he did he is a liar—that is, 
if he alleges or would hav anyone believe that In- 
gersoll and Paine teach anything that would lead 
him to commit murder. Paine’s teaching was “to 
do good.” Ingersoll’s is kindness and benevolence 
personified. Indeed, Ingersoll’s revolt against the 
Bible and the Christian theology is perhaps as much 
due to their cruelty—something which shocks him 
immeasurably and which he abhors—as to. his per- 


ception of their inherent falsity. And the Deistical 
Paine can certainly not be quoted in support of 
But we presume that the 


murder or injustice. 
editors will ignore these plain facts and go on 


stating that it was the teaching of Paine and Inger- 


soll that influenced the man to commit the mur- 
ders. We wish, however, they would point out the 
chapter and verse of these men’s works which help 
to such a career. They cannot find a single one, 
while we can point them to hundreds from the 
Bible, and cite to them thousands of examples of 
Christians who hav taken human life. But we are 
willing that this man should be an Infidel if it will 
witigate the Christians’ grief over the thousands of 
clerical villains who are pilloried in our little relig- 
ious brochure, “ The Crimes of Preachers.” 


The poor care God takes of his representativs is 
scandalous. He has just permitted the cutting to 
pieces and burning of a dozen missionaries in 
China, and Christians all over the world are fran- 
tically calling upon the governments of Europe and 
America to act for the protection of others me- 
naced with a like fate, and to demand reparation of 
China for the wrong already done. What is the 
use of prayer if it is of no avail in a real emergency, 
and where would a miracle be of more service to 
the church of God than in China at this moment? 
It is a peculiar business, anyway. God would not 
let the carnivorous lions eat Daniel, but he did not 
interpose to prevent the Vegetarian society slashing 


his Christian servants to death. He saved the He-, 


brew children from the flames of the furnace seven- 


nary fire that consumed their house. 
the news that Rev. E. C. Wheeler, the Baptist 
evangelist, traveling in his car * Emanuel" was 
killed in an accident that wrecked the passenger 
train on the Atlantic & Pacific railway on the Con- 
tinental Divide in New Mexico on August 7th. He 
appears to hav been the only one killed, although 
several others were injured. The light shed by the 
doctrin of divine providence is too faint for us to 
read the lesson of this “dispensation.” 
easily tell what it would be if Colonel Ingersoll or 
Samuel P. Putnam should be killed in that way, 
but in that event we should hav the assistance of 
the ministers and religious editors. 


times heated, but could not or would not preserve 
that missionary family which perished in the ordi- 
Now comes 


We could 


More Books by Colonel Ingersoll. 
The Field-Ingersoll Discussion.—In 1888 the 


Rev. Dr. Henry M. Field—as genial a minister, per- 
haps, as the Presbyterian creed permits—wrote an 
open letter to Colonel Ingersoll, with the intent to 
convert him. The letter was published in the North 
American Review, and was replied to by the per- 
son addressed, which reply was also printed in that 
magazine. 
answered that. The Discussion, which was entitled 


Dr. Field rejoined, and the Colonel 


“Faith or Agnosticism,” was subsequently printed 


in pamphlet form, and owing to the great interest 


taken in it, the edition was quickly exhausted, but 


not reprinted. And until now the holders of the 


copyright hav declined to permit it to be reprinted. 
However, permission has been obtained, and we 
hav received from Mr. Farrell a supply of the pam- 
phlet. It contains over a hundred large pages, and 
is very neatly printed, bound in paper, and sells for 
25 cents, which is low. Everyone of our older 
readers will know its value at once. To those who 
do not remember the discussion we can only say 
that they should lose no time in getting a copy if 
they want & controversial treat. Dr. Field does not 
rant and call names in his letters, but writes as a 
gentleman should, thereby distinguishing himself 
above most other followers of the meek and lowly 
one. This attitude gave the Colonel a chance to 
write so a8 to reach the tender-hearted among the 
Christians, as well as those who can reason, and his 
letters are different from those with which he met 
the arrogant Lawyer Black’s epistles, while equally 
convincing. The low price at which this pamphlet 
has been placed should lead to its wide distribu- 
tion. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Controversy on Chris- 
tianity.— When the Field Ingersoll Controversy 
closed in the Worth American Review the Chris- 
tians felt that their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the publishers of the Re- 
view engaged the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to 
attempt to rehabilitate the Presbyterian creed. 
England’s most noted man is a Christian in general 
and particular, and is famous as a controversialist. 
It was thought by the Christian world that, with 
his training, he might make some headway with the 
Infidel. He wrote a long letter to Colonel Inger- 
soll, which was published in the Review, and to 
which Mr. Ingersoll replied at length, and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demolished the great- 
est controversialist Christianity can produce. Un- 
like the discussion which led to it, this controversy 
was not reproduced in separate form by the 
magazine editors, but Mr. Farrell has at last suc- 
ceeded in obtaining all parties’ consent to its pub 


lication, and has now printed it uniform with the 


other. The price is also the same, 25 cents. Send 
here for it. 


Myth and Miracle.—This is one of Colonel In- 
gersoll’s best lectures, but never before put into 
print. Every one who has heard it will most cer- 
tainly want it, and those who hav not heard it will 
hav a rare treat in its perusal, as something new 
from the Colonel, which also is something every- 
body is looking for. It is printed uniform with the 
other pamphlets, and at the same price, 25 cents.. 


— "ÉHÓA——— j 
Will the author of the lines, “There Shall Be 
Light,” please send his address or another copy of 
the poem to this office? 
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News and Notes. 


Plymouth is the great naval station of England. 
Here are the war-ships, the docks, and the great 
machine shops, in which about 5,000 people are 
employed. There are three municipalities which 
go to make up what might be termed Plymouth— 
Plymouth itself, Devonport, and Stonehouse. 
Stonehouse lies wedged in, as it were, between Ply- 
mouth and Devonport. These are in the county of 
Devonshire, and hence the name of Devonport for 
a part of the city. The total of this three-fold 
metropolis is 200,000. It has advanced wonderfully 
since the time of Drake, who sailed forth from this 
harbor and conquered the Spanish Armada, and 
decided the fortunes of Protestant England. It 
is also illustrious as the point from whence our 
Pilgrim Fathers tempted the chances of the un- 
known sea. I stood upon the very spot where they 
prayed for the protection of heaven and started on 
their momentous voyage. On the very stones at 
my feet are engraved the memorials of this one suc- 
cess amidst a thousand failures. I hav much more 
kindly feeling for the Pilgrim Fathers than for the 
Boston Puritans. As a matter of history we must 
distinguish between the Pilgrims and the Puritans. 
The Puritans came afterwards and settled mainly 
at Boston. The annals of Cape Cod are not so 
dark and terrible as those of Boston. The Pilgrims 
were rather kindly in their religious disposition, and 
exhibited a tolerant spirit, and therefore I am able 
to render homage to the Pilgrims while detesting 
the Puritans and their infamous despotism. Had 
the Pilgrims been the ruling power in New Eng- 
land history, I do not think we should read its 
pages now with such blushes of shame and indig- 
nation. I cannot believe that those who suffered 
so much for religious liberty would hav ever been 
so treasonable to its principles as were the severe 
and cruel Puritans. I will not honor the Puritans. 
I will hate them with every fiber of my being, un- 
worthy as they were of the leadership of America. 
Let not the dishonor of the Puritans fall upon the 
brave and noble Pilgrims. It was not Plymouth, it 
was Boston that cursed New England for two hun- 
dred years with the reign of a barren and bloody 
theology. | 

Hence, as a Freethinker, I was glad to stand upon 
this historie spot, whence England gave its best life 
to America. 

I enjoyed Plymouth and its surroundings. Here 
is one of the most beautiful portions of England. 
The sea views are grand and variable; the bays, the 
sound, the channel, and the vast, far ocean itself. 
The landscapes are equally magnificent—the hills 
stretching away in immense magnitude, fold upon 
fold, with fields and groves and fair dwellings to 
the distant horizon. I find a stalwart company of 
Liberals at Plymouth, who keep the flag flying rain 
or shine. I am entertained at the hospitable home 
of Mr. R. S. Smith, who, for many years, has been 
one of the leading citizens, both at Plymouth and 
Devonport. He was & stanch supporter of Brad- 
laugh, and here was the field of some of Bradlaugh’s 
greatest combats and victories. In the early part 
of his career & warrant was issued for his arrest as 
a blasphemer while on the point of addressing an 
audience, but the police-officer was altogether too 
previous and laid his hands on Bradlaugh when he 
had uttered only the customary expression, “Ladies 
and gentlemen.” As this could not be construed 
into “blasphemy” by any court of justice, an ac- 
tion for “false imprisonment” was open, which 
Bradlaugh, of course, pushed with his usual legal 
acumen and success. Determined, however, to 
utter his sentiments in spite of police and church 
power, he secured & boat and stood out a little from 
land and thundered his speech to vast crowds of 
people, while the officers of the law stood helplessly 
by, for it so happened that not Plymouth but Salt- 
ash, by some ancient arrangement, had jurisdiction 
of the waters to within a few feet or the Devon- 
port shore, and hence Bradlaugh could not be ar- 
rested without a warrant from Saltash. The spirit 
created by Bradlaugh is prevailing in this commun- 
ity to-day. I gave two lectures on Tuesday and 

. Wednesday evenings, July 16th and 17th. The 
weather was somewhat stormy, but I had fair au- 
diences nevertheless. The reception was enthusias- 
tic at both places, for America and England came 
together where, for the time being, in 1620 the an- 
cestry of both separated for the sake of liberty, and 
liberty has triumphed, and the two countries are 
more united than ever, still carrying on the great 
battle for human rights. At Plymouth I lectured 
at Co-operativ Hall, & very handsome hall in a 
beautiful and commodious building. The working 
people hav carried co-operation in England to a 
wonderful extent and business success. This co- 
operativ society at Plymouth started only a few 
years ago with seven members and a few pounds 


capital. It has now & membership of 14,000, and 
does & business of hundreds of thousands of pounds 
yearly, and has a big bank account, and money 
enough to erect one of the most magnificent struc- 
tures in Plymouth. It borrows money at five per 
cent and loans at four per cent, the object of which 
apparently uncommercial transaction is to giv the 
workingman a good chance to invest his money if 
he has any, and if not, to borrow at reasonable 
rates, and the difference in interest is made up by 
the profits of the trade on the funds invested. Mr. 
Goodenough is one of the original members of this 
Association, and has done more for its progress 
than any other. He is a stanch Freethinker, one 
of the first to take a stand with Bradlaugh and 
Holyoake, both for Freethought and co-operation. 

With my host, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Pearce, a 
young friend, of Plymouth, I take a voyage over to 
Saltash, along the harbor of Devonport, which is 
alive with craft of almost every kind. But that 
which principally attracts my attention are the 
enormous three-deckers. These used to be the 
crack war vessels of the British navy. It was on one 
of these three-deckers that Nelson went thundering 
against the enemy. They are no longer of any ser- 
vice, magnificent as they appear. They are now 
used as training ships. Saltash is a quaint old 
town, low buildings and narrow, steep streets. It 
was & climb to get to the top of them, but the open 
country was lovely, although it was raining at the 
time. We could see the misty ocean, the various 
shores, and Mount Edgecombe splendidly towering 
amidst the clouds and sunshine alternating. We 
traveled to an ancient monastery, entered the little 
church, and saw a cowled monk kneel before the 
crucifix and utter his pater noster and count his 
beads. How any man could be such a fool in this 
the nineteenth century I could not understand. It 
does convince one of the enormous foolishness of 
the human race to see such an institution as the 
church of Rome, with its ten thousand monks and 
melancholy nuns, flourish and increase. What re- 
ward is there for its votaries except a bare and mis- 
erable life like that of the poor devotee I looked 
upon with pity and contempt ? 

In contrast with the monastery is the huge rail- 
road bridge, from Devonshire side to Cornwall, 
built by Brunell, 150 feet high, a tubular suspension 
bridge capable of bearing 1,000,000 tons. It is a 
brilliant triumph of engineering skill, and as we 
look upon its stupendous framework, so massiv 
and so graceful and so useful, we recover our faith 
in human nature and its splendid possibilities. 
Rome must fail, and reason triumph. 

Thursday, after the lectures, I had quite a day 
for sight-seeing with Mr. Smith. First we visited 
the government shops, where the machines cut iron 
as if is were wood, the knife going straight 
through the ponderous masses with irresistible 
keenness. In these vast shops are built the mod- 
ern war vessels, the tower-ships, the torpedo-boats, 
etc. We are permitted to enter some of these tre- 
mendous enginries, and to see how the superb and 
destructiv instruments work, so that no floating 
timber whatever can resist them, only solid iron 
and steel. Inthe afternoon I set sail from the 
Barbican, which the Mayflower touched with her 
keel, and landing on the other side of the harbor, 
am met by Mr. Couch with his carriage, and to- 
gether we take & drive over the Devonshire hills, 
where the famous cows roam that giv eighteen 
quarts of milk per day. This is the finest country 
in the world for cows, the south of England, pleas- 
ant and comfortable, with the Gulf stream to keep 
it warm in winter. 

We drive through many winding ways, up the 
hills, and reach Stadden hights, and here certainly 
is one of the most beautiful, extensiv, and varied 
views to be seen anywhere on the globe. Before 
us is the great city itself, with its ten thousand 
dwellings, its fort, Eddystone lighthouse, Ply- 
mouth Hoe, the hotels, wharves, etc. To the right 
are Dartmoor and its vast ranges, from whence 
comes the river Plym, which givs the name to the 
city, the mouth of the Plym. To the left are the 
vast sheets of water, the port of Devon, by the side 
of wooded Edgecombe, the outer harbor and the 
breakwater, which it took thirty years to construct. 
Beyond the breakwater the English channel ap- 
pears, sweeping into bays along the far-circling 
shores, and in the misty distance rolls the Atlantic 
itself. And all these shining liquid surfaces are 
covered with hundreds of ships, fishing-smacks, 
boats, steamers, sailing-vessels, ponderous iron- 
clads, and magnificent floating palaces, that are 
voyaging to Australia and America. Fifty miles 
seaward and fifty miles landward the prospects 
crowd upon the view. Itis not simply the mag- 
nitude, but the infinit variety that attracts. The 
grandeur and vastness of nature are realized, with 
the art and glory of man himself. At one moment 


we can imagin ourselvs in absolute isolation, and 
in the next we are enchanted with the elegance of 
civilization. 

The old Eddystone lighthouse was rebuilt and 
placed upon a public square. I visited this and 
climbed to the top and enjoyed the splendid out- 
look. I also wandered around the old port, which 
held out against the king in Cromwell times. I 
looked upon the statue of Sir Francis Drake, one 
of the mighty sea-gods, or “sea-dogs,” of English 
history, the man of valor and genius, who did more 
than all the winds of heaven, or a thousand deities, 
to smash the Spanish Armada and save English soil 
from foreign foot. 

I cannot describe all that I experience at Devon- 
port and Plymouth. They are places of historic 
association and living beauty. I like the comrades 
here. Mr. Berry, Mr. James Couch, Mr. Pascor, 
Mr. Pearce, etc., all are ardent supporters of Free- 
thought and willing to do their share. I must 
thank Mr. and Mrs. Smith for their generous enter- 
tainment. I leave Plymouth with delightful mem. 
ories. It was the home of Mr. Foote in the days 
of his youth; and certainly Plymouth is a good 
place to cultivate the burning thought, and fit one 
for the arena of freedom. 

After Plymouth is Birmingham, great, busy, 
massiv Birmingham; a well built city. Some say it 
is the best governed city in the world. However, it 
costs something. The rates are one shilling and 
sixpence to the pound. No Yankee could stand 
that. Birmingham is what you might call an all- 
round city. It has no specialty like Manchester, 
Liverpool, or Sheffield. It manufactures almost 
everything. There is an air of universality about it. 
It is & ponderous, prodigious combination of all 
sorts of industrial matters. I like it, and enjoyed 
my stay to the utmost. There was plenty of life 
about it. I felt that I was in the heart of a great 
commonwealth, in the midst of intelligent and 
go-ahead people. I know, of course, that Birming- 
ham is not right on the political question. It has 
gone Conservativ. But what's politics to business? 
Politics is on the surface, and there’s not so much 
difference between the parties after all. We will let 
politics go and study Birmingham from a business 
and social point of view, and I must say that notwith- 
standing the prognostications of some of my Lib- 
eral friends, I hav a great deal of faith in Birming- 
ham. It has & population of 500,000. It is always 
on the increase. It has a vast and splendid country 
about it. It must ever be the center of an immense 
business community. It has a basis of solid and 
permanent prosperity. Looking at it from a gen- 
eral standpoint, as a traveler and citizen of the 
world, I must admire Birmingham. 

And the Freethinkers here are of the right sort. 
I never had a better time in my life. I arrived on 
Friday evening, July 19th. Iam met at the station 
by Mr. Taylor, president of the society, Mr. Par- 
tridge, secretary, and Mr. Ridgeway, an old Free- 
thinker, who has the look and bearing of Bradlaugh 
himself, and has really been taken for Bradlaugh at 
times. Mr. H. Lees Sumner, of Shirley, near Bir- 
mingham, is also at hand. My first welcome is a 
most cordial one. Iam invited for the time being 
to accept the hospitality of Mr. Sumner, which I 
do, and we take an omnibus for Shirley, which is 
about six miles off; and I thoroughly enjoy the 
evening ride through the busy and amply lighted 
streets of Birmingham into the quiet of the suburbs 
and the wide prospects of the expanding country. 
After the stage ride we hav a walk through the 
woods and rural darkness to the bright and shining 
fireside of my friend, who in the midst of his in- 
tense activities enjoys the felicity of green fields 
and secluded gardens. He likes a good long walk 
after his day's work. I was indeed delighted to be 
so far out in the country, and revel in almost abso- 
lute repose. I was warmly welcomed by Mrs. 
Sumner, and the little baby, only five weeks old, 
did not seem to be at all afraid of the Pilgrim. I 
could rest to my heart’s content in this genial 
home, and did so. I let the sun rise high on Satur- 
day morn, before I buckled on the harness. It 
was somewhat showery, and the masses of cloud 
hung along the horizon; but the blue sky was not 
altogether conquered, and dashes of sunlight check- 
ered the scene. I was again on top of the stage 
with four horses in front, and the chariot rolled 
along firmly with the best whip in the country to 
guide the mettlesome steeds, who seemed to de- 
light in the freshness of the atmosphere and the 
occasional thunder and lightning. 

Saturday afternoon I visit some of the notable 
places of Birmingham, the library, art gallery, the 
Bull Ring, the market, the Arcades, the town hall, 
etc. In the evening I call upon Mr. Daniel Baker, 
who, for years, has been one of the main support- 
ers of Freethought in Birmingham, and has given 
much of his wealth to aid the work, especially when 
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Mr. Watts labored here, with much success, amidst 
many discouragements, keeping the cause vigorously 
at the front. Mr. Baker is over eighty years old 
how, but the “sweep of years” does not destroy his 
hope for humanity, nor his devotion to truth. I 
Was pleased, too, to meet his daughter. His wife 
is now upon & sick bed. Also here, for the first 
time, I met Geor, e Jacob Holyoake, who, for sixty 
years, has been a Freethought agitator. He is over 
eighty years of age, but the intellectual fire is not 
diminished. He is keen, alert, ready tolend ahand. 
To lend a hand has, in fact, been one of the great 
purposes of his life. Perhaps no man understands 
better than does Mr. Holyoake the science of co- 
operation, not as a religionist, but as a man of the 
world. In youth he suffered martyrdom on account 
of his outspoken Atheism, and he stands firmly to- 
day by the principles he then enunciated. He does 
not indulge in any sentimentalities of religion. He 
does not believe in them. He makes no compro- 
mise with Christianity. He has done what he could 
to prevent the priest from assuming the mastership 
of the co-operativ movement. And he has suc- 
ceeded. So far as I can discover, the religious ele- 
ment has been kept out of this co-operativ move- 
ment in England, much more than in America. 
The curse of labor reform in our country is that 
priests ate allowed to run it. Mr. Holyoake saw 
this danger and guarded against it over forty years 
ago. In all his associations with the reform party 
he has not denied his Atheism. I should judge 
that Mr. Holyoake was a good deal like our Horace 
Seaver. He has the gift of pertinacity and of reso- 
luteness. If he makes up his mind to a thing, he 
Stands by it, and all the opposition in the world 
would not indüce him to change. If he makes up 
his mind to liv to be a hundred years old, I guess 
he will do it. He came to Birmingham on purpose 
to be present and preside at my lectures, which 
afforded me great gratification, for knowing Mr. 
Holyoake by reputation for so many years, I de- 
sired to see him face to face, and to stand together 
with him in the ranks of Freethought. 

The friends at Birmingham did the best they 
could; but it rained on Sunday, and the audiences 
were not large. It cleared off somewhat by even- 
ing, so that at the closing le¢ture there was nearly 
a halÌ full. I gave three leótures. Mr. Holyoake 
presided at the morning meeting. He said that as 

irmingham was his nativ place he wanted to meet 
the representativ of American Freethought and giv 
him a welcome to Birmingham. The short address 
of Mr. Holyoake was received with the greatest en- 
thusiasm, and it was certainly a stimulation to my 
own effort; and if it did storm outside there was 
sunshine within. Ilectured on “The Bible and 
Modern Thought.” In the afternoon Mr. Ridgway 
presided. I gave my lecture on “Christ and the 
Nineteenth Century." . The method of the lect- 
ure was to accept the validity of the orthodox rec- 
ord, the four gospels, and then to discover what 
value, if any, Jesus was to the nineteenth century. 
I demonstrated from the record that Jesus was 
ignorant, superstitious, fanatical, immoral, and 
utterly unworthy of the intellectual respect of 
the present times. Of course my Christian critics 
after the debate quoted Mill and Renan. Ian- 
swered that neither Mill nor Renan was an authority 
in Freethought, and that on this point I considered 
them entirely unbistoric and unscientific. It is 
nonsense for any man to-day to talk of the com- 
manding excellence of Jesus. It is false whoever 
utters it, be he Renan, or Mill, or any the most 
' illustrious of Freethinkers. The moral excellence 
of Jesus is one of the humbugs of the ages, and 
ought to be demolished with all the force of truth 
and intellectual sincerity. One man tried to come 
at me with the miracle of the resurrection, and 
wanted to know what became of the body of Jesus 
after it disappeared from the tomb. I answered 
that the body of Jesus, whatever became of it, had 
nothing to do with the question at issue, which was 
the moral character of Jesus as given in the gospels 
which I had demonstrated, according to the gospels 
themselvs, to be valueless and opposed to the prog- 
ress of to-day. My opponent sat down. He could 
not stand up for the Jesus of the gospel; only for 
an imaginary Jesus. There is not a Christian to-day 
who obeys or tries to obey the teachings of Jesus. 
The discussion was somewhat animated. In the 
‘evening I lectured on “Christianity and Woman.” 
There was some debate after this, wandering as 
usual all over the universe and scarcely touching 
the points I made. One critic inquired if I did not 
think that Miss Willard and Lady Somerset were 
doing & great deal for the temperance cause. I 
answered, “No; that they rather had injured the 
rational temperance movement by their foolish and 
tyrannical methods; that the true method of tem- 
perance was science and education, and not coer- 
cion and sentimental gush. Of all methods of 


brightness and cheer. 
I shall remember always. Among the workers here, 
besides those already mentioned, are Robert Meri- 


temperance that of prohibition is the most ortho- 
dox, despotic, and unsuccessful.” 

Mr. Holyoake closed the evening with a short 
address; and really, as my friends say, he was never 
in better form. He was animated by the occasion, 
and the audience responded to his keen thrusts 
with hearty appreciation. A vote of thanks was 
given him by the audience. 

On the platform also with Mr. Holyoake was 
another veteran and well-known Freethinker, Mr. 
Charles C. Cattell, a broad-browed man, gray with 
years, who looks as if he could strike many a strong 
blow for mental emancipation. I was glad to 
meet one whose writings I had read with so much 
profit—writings clear, logical, and to the point. 
There is a young and vigorous element at Birming- 


ham, but it is seldom that four such veterans gather 
on one occasion as George Jacob Holyoake, Charles 
C. Cattell, Daniel Baker, and Joseph H. Ridgway. 
All honor to those who hav made it easier for our 
footsteps to press forward in the thorny pathway of 
reform. After the lecturea few of us met at the house 
of Mr. C. H. Cattell and enjoyed a sociable union 
for an hour or so. Mrs. C. H. Cattell is the daugh- 
ter of Charles Watts, as is also Mrs. Curtis, who 
was present. 
was with us on this occasion, with President Tay- 
lor and other jovial spirits. 


We all wished that Charles Watts 


Thus the campaign at Birmingham closed with 
, I hav made friends whom 


dith, David Thos. Bullows, S. Armfield, who made 
the Pilgrim welcome to his home; W. T. Pitt, J. 
H. Bridges, Mr. Stepton, Mr. J. Terry, etc. Mrs. 
Armfield and Miss Lillie Pitt, are also activ in the 
ranks, with other ladies who are not afraid to be 
counted as Freethinkers. There hav been many 
ups and downs for the cause at Birmingham, but 
there is still a good chance of winning the day, de- 
spite apathy, boycott, and various other things too 
numerous to mention that are always in the path 
of reform. In & city like Birmingham where so 
many elements are in play, where there are so many 
quasi-reforms and half-movements, the straight- 
out and pioneer rank cannot always advance. 
There will be drawbacks, but while the veterans 
pass off the stage, I am sure that youth will take 
their place with undiminished fire and with wider 
advantages for action. _ 

I cannot write of the *Shakspere day” in this 
letter, the richest of all days, perhaps, in mortal ex- 
istence. With Birmingham comes Shakspere, for 
Stratford-upon-Avon is only a few miles distant, 
and with choice friends I spend a whole day in that 
land of poesy,and a thousand thoughts throng into 
my mind. , Sauvzz P. Purxam. 


Oregon Secular Union— Annual Convention. 


The Seventh Annual Convention of the Oregon 
State Secular Union will be held at Portland, Or., 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, September 20th, 
21st, and 22d, 1895. 

All delegates and other Liberals attending the 
Convention will be hospitably entertained by the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the First Secular Church of 
Portland, conditional only on their writing the sec- 
retary of the Union, giving name and time of their 
arrival, when they will be met by a committee. The 
Portland Industrial Exposition opens on the same 
day, which will enable visitors to take advantage 
of reduced fares. It is proposed that morning and 
afternoon sessions—except on Sunday morning, 
which is to be awarded to the Sunday-school work 
—shall be devoted to the practical business of the 
convention; evenings to be taken up with lectures, 
a dramatic entertainment, and a dance. The busi- 
ness meetings will be held at Labor Council Hall, 
Union Block, corner of Stark and First streets. 
The evening entertainments, to which the general 
public is invited, will bein the largest and best 
available halls in the city. Definit arrangements 
hav been made for music and singing of the highest 
order. The theatrical performance will be given by 
the Portland Dramatic Club, an auxiliary of the 
First Secular Chureh—Charles Hagner president, 
C. B. Reynolds stage manager. Sunday morning, 
Sept. 22d, will afford opportunity to observe the 
workings of our Secular Sunday-school, with its 
lessons, music, recitations, calisthenics, flag drill, 
etc. As secretary and & worker in this field, I 
would respectfully call attention to a few of the 
most important and pressing matters to be acted 
upon by the convention: 


1. Itisa matter for reproach that Liberals, as Liberals, 


hav made no provisions for widows and orphans left des- 
If Liberals join any of the co-operativ benevolent 
insurance orders they hav to subscribe to Bible oaths, 
prayers, and other Christian mummery. We should hav 
a co-operativ insurance society of our own, somewhag 
after the order of A. O. U. W., but without high salarieg 
to officers, and with provision go that in case of severe or 


titute. 


long continued sickness or permanent disability relief 
could be assured. There should also be a reserve fund, 
Bo that in case of epidemic the cost per year could not 
exceed the stipulated sum, and so arranged that a policy 
would hav actual cash value and not be forfeited after 
years of paving dues and assessments. It should of 
course include women as well as men. The matter needs 
serious thought and should be thoroughly discussed. 
approved, action to inaugurate the order should be taken 
at the coming convention. 

2. We hav quite a goodly number of young men and 
women, both in Oregon and Washington, who possess 
the zeal and natural ability for the work of lecturers and 
superintendents of Secular Sunday-schools but are defi- 
cient in some branch of education. We need a college or 
university where such young persons can devote their 
entire time to attaining proficiency in those branches in 
which they are lacking. Under our present successful 
system of Secular churches and Sunday-schools, with 
recular pastors and superintendents, a knowledge of 
music is indispensable. We hav the needed grounds 
allotted, and a deed will be given as soon as the enter- 
prise is an assured success. Plans and methods of secur- 


‘ing subscriptions to stock should be discussed. 


8 The completion of the buildings at our Secular Park 
at New Era should be provided for, so that next summer 
we may hold a three weeks’ Secular camp-meeting. 

4, Type-setting machines and hard times hav reduced 
the price of type and presses. We greatly need an outfit 
for printing our lesson leaves and instructions to teachers. 

5. It would be advisable to adopt some form of will, 
codicil, or authorization that could not be contested or 
ignored. by virtue of which, in case of death of a member 
of the Union, our lecturers could hav exclusiv charge of 
funeral services when surviving relativs happen to be in 
a state of servility to priestcraft. 

6. It has been suggested that an amendment be made 
to our constitution—of which amendment this is due 
notice—that in future our conventions shall consist of 
regularly elected delegates from established churches, 
Sunday-schools, and societies. : 

7. By no means the least important subject for consid- 
eration is how to get avowed Liberals to be true to the 
cause they profess to love and induce them to support 
our Liberal periodicals. When a professed Liberal fails 
to take and pay in advance fora Liberal paper or maga- 
zine, how is he any more consistent than the church 
member who professes devotion to the church. yet never 
contributes one cent to its support? The wisdom of the 
convention cannot be better employed than in devising 
means to increase the circulation of our papers, and giv- 
ing practical evidence of appreciation of the great and 
good work done by those faithful and fearless champions, 
our editors and publishers, 

The work of salvation is well under way in our 
state—salvation from ignorance, from superstition, 
from priestly tyranny, from fear of death, and from 
servile obedience to Mrs. Grundy; but no one de- 
serves liberty who does not contribute his share to 
the emancipation of mankind—who silently enjoys 
the air of freedom, while thousands sicken in the 
pestilential atmosphere of superstition. The per 
secuting spirit is abroad, and eftectiv work must be 
done if the car of human progress is to continue 
onward to the goal of civil and religious liberty. 
Against us are arrayed all monopolists, all who en- 
joy ill-gotten gains, all the priests, all the ministers 
and other drones of society, and all the hypocrits. 
We are making encouraging headway in the West, 
but it has been mainly by the self-sacrifice of a few; 
the many hav done little or nothing. But we are 
on the right track. Our Sunday-school work is 
enlisting the hearty help of the mothers, and with 
the women on our side eventual triumph is certain. 
We will succeed, not by persecution and ostracism, 
but by education, by justice, by love, by convincing 
people, old and young, that the only way to secure 
their own happiness is by promoting the happiness 
of others. Our convention is called not for mere 
amusement or encouragement of sociability—al. 
though we highly prize these—but for practical 
work; to earnestly study and to adopt plans for 
more effectiv service. We need the counsel, the 
encouragement, and the presence of the good, the 
true, the zealous, the workers. The Oregon State 
Secular Union appeals to such to attend the con- 
vention. Givthe subjects herein named your most 
serious attention; come prepared to state—briefly 
as possible—the result of your thought. Decide at 
once to attend, then make everything bend to the 
accomplishment of that purpose. 

C. B. Rzrxor»s, Sec. O. S. S. U. 
620 Seventh st., Portland, Or. 


— ——— 
Last Chance to Obtain a Rare Book. 
David Friedrich Strauss’s “Life of Jesus Criti- 
cally Examined” was first published in two volumes 
for $9. The edition ran out, and another was is- 
sued in one volume for $4.50. This edition is 
almost exhausted, less than fifty copies being in 
existence. Of what are left we hav obtained a 
share, and can furnish them postpaid at the last 
price, $4.50. They will not last long, and we ad- 
vise those of our friends who want a copy to send 
at once. When these are gone there will be no 
more to be had. This edition is translated from 
the fourth German edition by George Eliot, and 
contains 784 large octavo pages of solid reading, 
very clearly printed. It is unnecessary to say to 
students that this is a very valuable work, one 
which the church wishes had never been written, 
but which it cannot controvert. 
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Observations. 

A voyager around Oape Horn brings this greet- 
ing from one whom I hav never seen. I under- 
stand that the writer is connected with the British 
consulate at Coronel. Chili, S. A. The message is 
addressed to ** G. McDonald, Esqr.," and reads thus: 


A 
Schoolmate of the fearless “Saladin” (W. S. Ross) 
sends 
A warm remembrance 
to the 
brave leaders of my faith, Ingersoll, Putnam, and the 
McDonalds, and to whom I add the feeble spark of my 
Scottish enthusiasm from this faraway land of Ohili at 
the mention of their glorious names. Yours in the 
cause. WILLIAM TAYLOR. 

That is graceful and kind. Looking toward 
you, Brother Taylor, I pass it along. 

As long as governments maintain the custom of 
putting offenders against their laws to death, pri- 
vate murder cannot reasonably be expected to 
become obsolete. Such a custom keeps alive the 

otion that violent and premature death can repair 

n injury, and while it continues to be practiced 
officially, individuals influenced by so luminous an 
example will occasionally usurp the corporate func- 
tion and kill on their own account. This will be 
true more especially in cases of lynching and the 
avenging of private wrong—murders incident to 
brawls and robberies belong to another class. Abo- 
lition of the death penalty ought to be a great civ- 
ilizer, and I am in favor of it, not from any care for 
homicides, but for the sake of the example. As to 
the deliberate murderer, having committed the 
greatest possible invasion, he has forfeited every 
possible consideration previously due him from 
mankind. The final disposition of his body is to 
be determined, not by what is best for him, but by 
what will hav the most salutary effect on others in- 
clined his way. So much is prefatory. 

People living in New York state and its vicinity 
are asked to sign a petition for the pardon of a girl 
named Maria Barberi, who killed her lover, one Ca- 
taldo, and has for that offense been sentenced to 
die in the electric chair. But one side of the story 
has been heard, which is of necessity the Barberi’s 
side, for the reason that Cataldo was too dead to 
testify at either the inquest or the trial. She avers 
that Cataldo betrayed her and continued to betray 
her for & period covering nearly a year, and that 
because he refused to make the process continuous 
throughout the natural life of one or both she slew 
him, after the manner of her countrywomen, the 
Italians. The other side of the story, as divulged 
by the prosecution, is that Cataldo had saved a con- 
siderable sum of money earned at his trade of boot- 
shining, and that the Barberi, desirous of sharing 
the same, voluntarily entered into meretricious 
relations with the deceased. Cataldo deferred the 
division of wealth until her patience was worn out; 
and then the wronged and disappointed one cut his 
throat with a razor and repaired to the bank for 
the money, which was refused her. Her arrest and 
conviction followed. No offspring blessed her 
union with Cataldo. The petitioners for her par- 
don represent that she acted as every woman should 
whose virtue is gone and who has no money or 
marriage certificate to put in evidence as to the 
fact. Mrs. Susan B. Anthony, one of the signers, 
contends that since the Barberi is a woman, and 
women hav no right to legislate or sit on a jury, 
the female is not amenable to the law. Mrs. Mary 
A. Livermore says that if the girl had been her 
daughter she would hav killed Cataldo herself. 
There is no answering these arguments. If the 
leaders of the woman suffrage movement insist on 
inaugurating the vendetta, nothing but force can hav 
the effect to dissuade them. But as one crying for 
mercy I would plead that though women do not 
make the laws, they are protected by them as well 
as men are if not better, and that even though the 
law should diseriminate against women that would 
be a poor excuse for withdrawing its protection 
from men; that Cataldo is just as dead as though 
a male person had effected his decease, and that 
as the victim was a man it was wholly appropriate 
that a jury of men should condemn his murderer. 
It is not supposable that women can understand 
how it affects & man’s feeling’s to be killed. Had 
Cataldo taken the girl's life, it might hav been a 
graceful thing to let the ladies pronounce his doom. 

The question of virgin honor has been made an 
unduly conspicuous term in the present problem, 
as it is in all others where there is the slightest 
opening for its introduction. Whatever the Barberi 
may hav conceived her honor to be, it was certainly 
in her own keeping and was not ravished from her 
by force. I hav often wondered why some women 
and men who become homicidal or litigious over 
the loss of their honor did not take the precaution 
to get it insured at full value. 


But another case has arisen here in New York 
which deserves to be considered along with the 
foregoing. It is briefly stated. Kate Weil lived 
for a year with Filippo Giampapa, and a boy was 
born. The father thought so much of his son that 
the mother deserted both and returned to her par- 
ents. Filippo followed and solicited her with much 
earnestness to marry him and legitimize the young 
one. She refused and he stabbed her. It is the 
Cataldo-Barberi case reversed, with a child in the 
balance on the man’s side. I should be interested 
to know how believers in the equality of the sexes 
before the law can make a heroin of Barberi and a 
criminal of Giampapa. The truth is that both are 
murderous brutes, male and female, the product of 
Roman Catholicism and the political institutions of 
Italy. They are built 

** with narrow foreheads vacant of our glorious gains, 
Like a beast with lower pleasures, like a beast with lower 

pains"— 
as Mr. Tennyson might say. The case is in a sense 
a sanitary one, with about as little room for senti- 
ment as is found in other questions of that class. 
If I were a governor I should not be sure how I 


ought to deal with the accused, and I doubt that 


the petitioners know what they are about. A hint 
that pl.ading the baby act will not promote female 
equality might be sufficient to the wise. 


All is not well with the Rev. Dr. Funk’s aggre- 
gation of political reformers at Prohibition Park. 
Last week Senator Ben Tillman, of South Carolina, 
was on exhibition at the park, where he engaged in 
a debate with Professor Dickie and ex-Governor St. 
John, of Kansas, on Prohibition vs the Dispensary. 
A jury of twenty-five reformers, among them the 
Rev. Mr. Boole, Methodist and Prohibitionist, was 
empaneled to hear the evidence and render 8 ver- 
dict according to the merits of the discussers. On 
the first day the Rev. Mr. Boole developed so 
marked an inclination to argue with Tillman, and to 
debate the question instead of adjudicating upon 
it, that Manager Haskell, in order to giv the speak- 
ers & chance to be heard, was obliged to announce 
that on the second day no interruption by the jury 
would be tolerated. This graveled the Rev. Mr. 
Boole ; besides, the other jurymen were obstinate, 
and voted for the dispensary instead of for prohibi- 
tion, and so the next time he met Haskell there was 
arow. The manager charged him with disorderly 
conduct, and he called the manager a liar, where: 
upon Haskell swatted him on the brow with a bun- 
dle of religious periodicals. The reverend gentle- 
man is a scrapper himself and an expert boxer, but 
before he could apply his science on Haskell the 
bystanders intervened, and the mill was deferred. 
Boole swore to God he would hav Haskell * put 
over the road,” and Haskell warned Boole to keep 
away from Prohibition Park under pain of arrest. 
It is now understood that Dr. Funk, editor of the 
Voice, will move to amend the Basis of Union by 
including the rules of procedure formulated by the 
Marquis of Queensbery and exemplified by Lord 
John Sullivan, late of the American prize ring. 


No, Mr. H. G., of Skull Valley, Yapavai county, 
Arizona, Iam not debating Spiritualism with Mr. 
A. D. Swan. We hav some manifestations here in 
New York just now that make his $2 spiritual phe- 
nomenons look pretty sick. In & Roman Catholic 
church uptown there is relic of a departed saint 
named Anne, whose full name is unknown to the 
deponent, consisting of a wrist-bone, which has 
been miraculously preserved. Miraculous preserves 
are common in the Catholic household. The bone 
has healing proclivities and effects cures in the 
most mysterious manner. Cripples are uncripped 
every day, and they hav thrown so many canes and 
crutches on the altar of the church that the sexton 
does not expect to buy any wood this fall. He has 
them to burn. One man who wore & cork sole four 
inches thick had his leg pulled at this miracle joint, 
and now he walks without a limp. Anyone doubt- 
ing the cure may see the discarded cork-soled shoe 
and be convinced. Another man who had been 
speechless for years rubbed the relic across his tho- 
rax and then went home and swore at his wife, who 
Was 80 overcome With joy that she struck him with 
the stove-handle. It is hinted that this patient had 
just completed a term in the penitentiary, where 
speech is discouraged, but the hospital records 
show that the doctors took five stitches in his 
scalp, so the fact of his wife’s hitting him is as 
good as proved. Several other persons, male and 
female, testify how well they are since they touched 
the relic. They do look hearty, and if there were 
any evidence that they had ever been otherwise the 
managers of the relic would hav a fortune at their 
command. With these things occurring so near by, 
how can I deny anything that Mr. Swan affirms as 
taking place in Cook county, Ill? And how can he 


doubt the efficacy of St. Anne’s wrist-bone, or any- 
thing else? 

The remarks by Editor Brann of the Waco Zeon- 
oclast on the subject of the new baby at Baylor 
Baptist University are crude in the extreme. He 
is probably correct, historically, in saying that Anto- 
nia Teixeira, a young girl, was brought from Brazil 
to Texas to be educated in the university nau ed and 
returned to her people as a missionary for their 
conversion and baptism. His statement that the 
girl has unexpectedly assumed the responsibility of 
motherhood may also be accepted, and his version 
of President Burleson’s explanation involving a 
negro servant may be verbally accurate. But Edi- 
tor Brann’s assertion that the child has the “blue 
eye and wooden face” of the college faculty, and his 
implication that the Rev. Dr. Burleson knows 
more about it than he has revealed, don’t go at all 
in this scientific age. A man good enough to be 
the president of a Baptist theological seminary 
would necessarily impress his personality upon all 
who shared the light of his countenance, and Editor 
Brann cannot be so unfamiliar with the laws of 
heredity and prenatal influence as not to hav heard 
how much environment has to do with matters of 
this kind. 


The courage of the amateur theologians who 
control our police department is distinguished as 
moral rather than physical. That is to say, in the 
face of public sentiment and in defiance of the 
Constitution, they hav the fearlessness to arrest all 
ice-men, provision dealers, and vendors of collar- 
buttons who do business on Sunday. They also 
hav the intrepidity to apprehend females found on 
the streets at night, and even to enter the domicils 
of such and drag them forth. This is moral cour- 
age. But the same puissant officials who with un- 
blanched cheek achieve these deeds of valor, hav 
surrendered ignominously to the element distin- 
guished as lawless ina mere physical sense. It has 
been customary for many seasons for societies of 
organized citizens, on returning from excursions by 
water, to march in a body from the wharf to such 
trains as would take them to their homes. These 
marchers hav often been annoyed by gangs of 
‘“‘toughs " creating a disturbance in their ranks for 
purposes of robbery. The law provides that “it 
shall be the duty of the police authorities to fur- 
nish such escort as may be necessary to maintain the 
publie peace and order," and under previous cor- 
rupt administrations this has been done, as ought 
to be done though it involved calling out the militia. 
Our constabulary, however, hav ignored the prece- 
dent and simplified matters—at the same time 
shirking responsibility—by forbidding the parades. 
If the toughs, thus denied the processionist as 
meat for plunder, should, as a last resort, turn upon 
the isolated pedestrian, there is no doubt in my 
mind that the commissioners, by another exercise 
of moral courage, would prohibit residents of New 
York from frequenting streets reserved to the law- 
less gangs. From officials who hav so little respect 
for human rights as to revive and rehabilitate a dead 
and popularly damned institution like the Sunday 
law, this refusal to guard citizens in their persons 
and property is what we might most naturally ex- 
pect. 

In the letter which in Sunday-school literature 
passes as one that Benjamin Franklin wrote to 
Thomas Paine to dissuade him from publishing the 
‘Age of Reason,” this sentence occurs: 

For among us it is not necessary, as among the Hotten- 


tots, that a youth, to be raised into the company of men, 
should prove his manhood by beating his mother, 


If Franklin is the author of this he wrote it when 
America had just officially rejected the established 
religion of its parent, England, and had raised it- 
self into the company of the nations of the earth 
by administering to its mother a historical thump- 
ing in that encounter now referred to as the Revo- 
lutionary War.  Franklin's illustration, therefore, 
would hav had more force if he had thought of it 
before Paine published the “Crisis” and “ Common 
Sense.” As applied, it is wholly asinin and infelici- 
tous, and is open to the criticism of being inap- 
propriate as coming from & patriotic American. 

Gro. E. MaopoNALD. 


They (the enforcers of law “ because it is law "] 
do not seem to know that every battle for freedom 
began in an opposition to tyrannical laws. They 
hav not heard that the Stamp act also was a law, 
and that a good many Americans, of whom George 
Washington was the head devil, gained some dis- 
tinction by outrageously assuming an attitude cf 
hostility to the enforcement of that law. But that 
was the case a8 to one law, and—there are others. 
—New York Morning Journal. 
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Orthodox Inability to Understand. 


The London Zablet (Catholic) has this to say re- 
garding evolution and ethics as expounded by the 
lamented Thomas Henry Huxley: 

*''The evolutionary hypothesis is no longer held by its 
votaries, as it formerly was, to be the master key to all 
the riddles of creation, and the solution of many of the 
problems raised by it must be looked for in directions 
far outside the limited range of its own possibilities of 
explanation, Professor Huxley himself practically ad- 
mitted this in the celebrated Romanes Lecture at Oxford 
some two years ago, when he explicitly declared that the 
ethical side of man's nature could never hav been pro- 
duced by any process of animal evolution, since it not 
only gave no assistance to the organic development re- 
sulting from the struggle for existence, but was actually 
a hindrance and impediment to it. To acknowledge that 
the entire set of moral faculties which differentiate hu- 
manity from the rest of creation must hav had some 
source external to the physical causes working to the per- 
fection of the organic structure, would seem to necessi- 
tate the abandonment of the whole theory of the Descent 
of Man, so closely identified in popular estimation with 
the energetic advocacy of the philosopher himself.” 

Any one at all familiar with the evolutionary po- 
sition will see at once that either the Zadlet has 
misunderstood the utterances of Professor Huxley 
or that expounder of the principles of evolutionary 
science fatally tripped in discussing the relation of 
ethics to evolution. If it be admitted that our moral 
nature, unlike our physical and mental natures, is 
not the product of natural forces and processes, the 
whole field is surrendered. Did Professor Huxley 
trip, did he surrender, as the Zableé alleges? We 
shall see. 

In 1894 D. Appleton & Company published 
“Evolution and Ethics and Other Essays,” this 
being Vol. IX. of the Collected Essays of Mr. 
Huxley. In the preface to this volume Professor 
Huxley says that he neglected a precaution that he 
had always heretofore observed, and thus disre- 
garded & maxim he had received from the scientific 
lecturer, Michael Faraday : 

“He was once asked by a beginner, called upon to ad- 
dress a highly select and cultivated audience, what he 
might suppose his hearers to know already. Whereupon 
the past-master of the art of exposition emphatically re- 
plied, ‘Nothing!’ To my shame as a retired veteran, 
who has all his life profited by this great precept of lec- 
turing strategy, I forgot all about it just when it would 
hav been most useful. I was fatuous enough to imagin 
thata number of propositions, which I thought estab- 
lished, and which, in fact, I had advanced without chal- 
lenge on former occasions, needed no repetition.” 


From which it would appear that Professor Hux- 
ley had encountered critics and interpreters like 
the editor of the London Zablet. Now what was 
the great scientific teacher's position as to the ori- 
gin of what is called the “ethical nature?” On the 
next page of this preface, in referring to the intro- 
duction—“ Prolegomena ”—which he had written 
to accompany the published Romanes lecture, he 
BAyB : 

** All that I hav attempted to do, at present, is to re- 
move that which seems to hav proved a stumbling-block 
to many, namely, the apparent paradox that ethical na- 
ture, while born of cosmic nature, is necessarily at en- 
mity with its parent." 

Here it is distinctly said that the ethical nature 
is “born of cosmic nature.” This in itself alone 
disposes of all that the Zablet claims, while it 
serves to show that that was the position taken in 
the lecture at Oxford. And that ethical nature is 
at enmity with its parent, cosmic nature, is only an 
apparent paradox. But there is more to come. In 
the Prolegomena Mr. Huxley describes the estab- 
lishment of artificial horticultural conditions by 
means of which results are produced that unaided 
nature—using the word in its common acceptation 
—would not hav secured in the region where the 
experiment was made. When the hand of man 
should be withdrawn the garden would gradually 
but surely revert to the state of development to 
which the country about it had attained in the 
course of time. Then Professor Huxley adds: 

** No doubt, it mav be properly urged that the opera- 
tion of human energy and intelligence, which has brought 
into existence and maintains the garden, by what I hav 
called ‘the horticultural process,’ is, strictly speaking, 
part and parcel of the cosmic process. And no one could 
more readily agree to that proposition than I. In fact, I 
do not know that anyone has taken more pains than I 
hay, during the last thirty years, to insist upon the doc- 


trin, so much reviled in the early part of that period, 
that mau, physical, intellectual, and moral, is as much a 
part of nature, as purely a product of the cosmic process, 
as the humblest weed.” 

The italics are ours. That, again, effectually dis- 
poses of the assertions of the Zablet. Once more: 

**T see no reason to doubt that, at its origin, human 
society wasas much a product of organic necessity as that 
of the bees. The human family, to begin with, rested 
upon exactly the same conditions as those which gave rise 
to similar associations among animals lower in the scale.” 


Is this an acknowledgment that “the entire set 
of moral faculties which differentiate humanity 
from the rest of creation must hav had some source 
external to the physical causes working to the per- 
fection of the organic structure’? Throughout 
the lecture itself—‘ Evolution and Ethics”—will 
be found illustrations and arguments which can 
leave no room for doubt that Professor Huxley held 
that all that man is he has become through the 
“ cosmic process." He points out that in the course 
of development the qualities that had earlier been 
essential to growth become hindrances to further 
growth, and hence man is engaged in a perpetual 
struggle to get rid of his past; he tries to kick 
down the ladder by which he climbed, to drive the 
ape and tiger out of his blood. Mr. Huxley was 
too wise to worship “ Nature," with a capital N, as 
some of our “reformers” are inclined to do, for he 
saw clearly that there was the fountain of our im- 
moral as well as of our moral sentiments, but he 
nowhere denies that she is the mother of us in the 
ethical as well as the physical department of our 
being. The Zablet moralizes as follows: 

“ Professor Huxley, however, remained stationary at 
this stage of partial recantation and never pushed the 
views thus formulated to their logical results. There 
could not be stronger proof of the obscuration of the 
reasoning faculties induced by a long course of scientific 
partisanship than such a refusal of the mind to follow a 
clue of which it has already grasped the initial section.” 

Inasmuch as Mr. Huxley, as has been conclusivly 
shown, made no “partial recantation,” it was not 
strange that he did not push views that he had not 
formulated to their “logical conclusion,” nor is it 
astonishing that he did not “follow a clue” of 
which he had not “already grasped the initial sec- 
tion.” Professor Huxley accepted no part of the 
Theistic interpretation of the origin of morals. 
But the funniest thing in connection with the de- 
liverance of the Zadlet is this from the Catholic 
Review : 

** Tt would hav been a triumph of grace if Mr. Huxley 
had so far overcome the pride of intellect and the dread 
of what the world would say, às to recognize and accept 
the revelation made by God to man through Jesus Christ. 
But, so far as is known, he died as he had lived. Poor 
man, poor man!" 

So Thomas Henry Huxley is in hell because the 
grace of God was worsted in the conflict with the 
pride and “obscuration” of the human intellect! 
Poor God, poor God, very poor god! 

There is some consolation in this confession of 
the Catholic editor that the champion of science 
did not recant, that he “died as he had lived.” 
That admission may be of use against the death-bed 
repentance inventions of less candid Christians. 

——— —— 

“Lots of men who find the barbers shops closed on 
Sunday hav discovered that they can shave themselvs. 
There will be less work for barbers by the time the Ool- 
lins law has been repealed. The journeymen barbers 
who are responsible for that act hav been working against 
their own interests."— Buffalo Evpress. 

Tue Truru Szrxer gave the barbers this comfort- 
ing information long ago, before the foolish and 
tyrannical law was passed, and has also shown 
other working people that the general suspension 
of Sunday transit and the cutting off of Sunday 
amusements would hav similar effects. But “ the 
common people heard [the priests] gladly ” through 
all the Christian ages, and many of them are still 
short-sighted enough to exchange solid earthly 
prosperity and comfort for stock—one hundred per 
cent water—in the New Jerusalem Gold Paving 
Company. 


Tyranny grows by that upon which it feeds. On 

a recent Sunday the police here arrested a boy of 
thirteen and a girl of fourteen for carrying beer 
home in cans. Of course, there was not a shadow 


of legal warrant for this outrageous proceeding ; 
the arrest of the children was as clearly a violation 
of law as was the selling of the beer by the saloon- 
keeper, saying nothing of- the other aspects of the 
case. To add crime to crime, the children were 
locked up over night, and taken to court as wit- 
nesses Monday morning. Of course, again, this 
holding of the boy and girl in custody as witnesses 
was without a shadow of authority in law, and sub- 
jected them to the criminal influences inseparable 
from a station-house where real criminals of all 
kinds are detained for trial. 


ge eg Ba 

An enforcer of law “ because it is law” said in a 
speech the other day that no “law-abiding person” 
had any reason to fear molestation. By “law- 
abiding ” person was meant one who respected that 
particular Sunday statute. In the same spirit men 
were told by the would-be enforcers of the Fugitiv 
Slave act that no person who was “law-abiding ” 
had cause to fear the slave-hunters and their legal 
&bettors; so the inquisitors talked to the doubters 
and heretics of the Dark Ages; so the persecutors 
of the Covenanters in Scotland argued; so the 
prelatists of England tried to soothe the Catholics 
whom they were torturing and slaughtering ; so the 
Christians of Tennessee and Maryland taunt the 
Adventists they are sending to prison and the chain- 
gang, and so all meddlers and despots attempt to 
befog the issue when they are censured for their 
crimes. It is very easy to get an oppressiv law 
passed and to then declare that the “law-abiding "' 
will not be injured by it, but the trick does not de- 
ceive any person capable of reasoning. The law 
has properly nothing to do with religious observ- 
ances or the particular use made of any day of the 
week, and all so-called laws that presume to meddle 
here are mere ukases of the dominating powers, 
and are unworthy of the slightest respect. The 
Constitution is the supreme law of this country and 
it reserves from attack the fundamental rights of 
the citizen, such as are prostrated by the Sunday 
laws and all similar enactments. As William H 
Seward said, “Government is bound to protect just 
rights, not august ones—just rights in distinction 
from mere legality”; and Sir J. Powell voiced the 
same thought when he said, “Let us consider the 
reason of the case. For nothing is law that is not 
reason.” 


Our Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self Contradictions of 
the Bible,’ should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ing the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
* Self-Contradictions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self. Contradictions” as well as the “Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

Tue Tura Seexzr’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lectnre Appointments. 


Aug. 14, 15—Lake Sunapee, New Hampshire. 
* 16—Lake Pleasant, Mass... eee Shakspere, 
€ 17. ss SET esterne Myth and Miracle 
se 18— ts oR Mosrsesyses desee N The Bible 
** 19—Saratoga, N. Y................... Myth and Miracle 
** 938—Onset Bay, Mass............... .Myth and Miracle 
ee — ss 44 dacusk saute’ decir a d caua Shakspere 
* 25— Bi EE etus esté denk edopen daa day The Bible 

Sept. 1—Olear Lake, Ia.........................seeeess Lincoln 
"^ 8-—Peoria, Ih ciinii liitan eit . Lincoln 
*  8—Des Moines, Ia..................... esent Lincoln 
* 1%—Stamford, Oonn................... cere Lincoln 
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T9etters of Rriends. 


Once More the Standby. 
Corrnann, N. Y., July 22, 1895. 
7, Fprror: Iinclosethe $1 in currency 
-d the Fleckten school case. Please 
vt game to destination. 
Very truly yours, STEPHEN BREWER, 


In a Good Cause. 
Avon, July 22, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $10 to you to help 
the Wise case along, trusting you will see 
that it is used to the best advantage to help 
defray the expense of the suit. 
Yours truly, Tuomas TRIPP. 


It Is That to Thousands. 
SanaTOGA, Wxo., July 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: As our subscription has 
just expired, we send $5 for renewal for 
two years. We hav taken it for so long 
that it seems a household necessity. 
Respectfully, Jones & WILLIAMS. 


He Wishes and He Does. 

Ler, N. Dax., July 22, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I believe Iam in arrears. 
Sorry for it. Will try to do better after 
this. Please find inclosed $5 for your 
'TavTrH SEEKER, which I would not be with- 
out for twice the price, and Paine's ‘‘Great 

Works Complete." N. C. RUEKE. 


For the Wise Cause. 

San Maroa, N. M., July 27, 1895. 
Mz. Eprror: I herein inclose the sum of 
$5, which comes to you from San Mar- 
cial’s liberty-loving Freethinkers, for the 
J. B. Wise fund. Certainly that fund 

ought not to go a-begging. 
Yours, eto., W. J. RIBLEY. 


To Keep tte Light Going. 
SyazNz, O., July 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find herewith $1. 
Move date on tub, so when I see the oil 
running low, I can get a move on me. 
Pardon me for being tardy, but charge it 
up to the banks for locking up the money. 
Yours for U. M. L. all round this planet. 
Frank Evans. 


‘Travels in Faith ? is Excellent. 
REDMON, ILL., July 23, 1895. 
Msz. Eprror: Inclosed find $6—$1 for 
the defense of Wise, the remainder for two 
years! subscription to TRE TRUTH SEEKER, 
I will add another dollar for eight copies 
of Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason.” I want them 
for gratuitous distribution. If ‘‘ Travels 
in Faith,” by Captain Adams, could be put 
out in the same way it would be excellent 
as a missionary document. 
Respectfully, 


Thinks the Arguments Are Valid. 

Estes PARK, Cor., July 14, 295. 
Mz. Eprror: Please send me ‘‘ Myth of 
the Great Deluge," ‘‘Proofs of Evolu- 
tion," ‘“ Crimes Against Criminals,” 
** Essay on Money,” and ‘‘ Government." 
Allow me to say that the ‘‘ Design Ar- 
gument Fallacies” is one of the most 
crushing arguments against religion, and 
the most thought-provoking article I hav 

ever read. Enos A. Mirrs. 


Marr Rower. 


Two from Presbyterian Pennsylvania. 
PrrrsBuRG, PA., July 29, 1895. 

Mr, Eprror: Please send me Tus TRUTH 
SEKKER for one year and the ‘‘ Freethink- 
er’s Pictorial Text-Book,” and one each 
of the pamphlets named. 

Inclosed find $8.32. GQ. H. Bowpey. 

P.S.—Since writing my order a friend 
has concluded to send also. So please 
send Tux TRUTH SEEKER for one year and 
the ** Pictorial Text-Book " per announce- 
ment to address. 


A Suggestion, 

Jersey Orry, N. J., July 28, x. M. 295. 

Mx. Eprror: I wish tosay to TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER readers that I want to do what 
little I can to help my fellow man. A new 
idea of mine is this: Why cannot every 
subscriber to Taz TaurH SEEKER send in 
with his subscription twenty-five cents ex- 
tra every year—‘‘ no objections to more ” 
—for the benefit of our much-beloved 
Brother Watson Heston, as we all know 


he is not overpaid, and he richly deserves | able extent. 


THE TRUTH 


ivly, it will do Brother Heston untold 
good. Let us all ‘‘lend a hand." 
Yours without gods or spooks, 
Wu. THORPE. 


A Reminder to Delinquents. 
HAGELEMAN, IND., July 17, 295. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $1.10—$1 to 
be applied on my subscription to the grand 
old TRUTH SEEKER and the remaining ten 
cents for ‘‘ Thambscrew and Rack." 
I hav been rather slow in remitting, but 
I could not forget it; Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
would call to mind the deficiency each 
week when it would come into my house 
and there in my presence giv superstition 
a hard slap in the face. A. R, Bumpas. 


Some Are Not So Liberal. 
Troxton, N. Y., July 21, 1895. 
Mr. EprroR: I once more renew my 
subscription for Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 
Would send for some books, also help the 
needy, had I the means to do so, but am 
old and poor. Nevertheless I am a Free- 
thinker, and as liberal as Iam able. Iam 
outspoken and don't take a back seat for 
any of the church-goers. : 
With best wishes for you and the Truth 
Seeker Company, I am as ever yours for 
liberty and justice, Jonn DEAN. 


Virginia No Better than New York. 

Rıom{monnp, Va., July 28, 1895. 
Mr. Evrron: I hand you twenty-five 
cents, for which please send a copy of the 
** Age of Reason.” The new chief of po- 
lice here undoubtedly is thoroughly im- 
bued with Christisnity, as he is having 
Street cars, shoe shining, and newspaper 
printing, etc., stopped on the Sabbath. 
'The courts are being filled with trial cases 
in order to test the law. The street cars 
hav not stopped yet, but they hav been re- 
ported and will await the action of the 
court. We are getting as pious on Sunday 

New York. D. J. PAxTON. 


In Wonderfnl New Jersey. 
Ooran Grove, N. J., July 23, 1895. 

Mr. Epitor: I hav not received my 
TRUTH SEEKER since the issue dated June 
29th. I hav been to the postoffice every 
week, and get the same reply, ‘‘ Nothing 
for you." In this town you cannot ride a 
wheel on Sunday, but you may walk along 
side of it to the gate, then you may ride 
to hell, if you like. You can get the Sun- 
day papers from a few licensed newsboys 
at whatever price they choose to ask, but 
outside the gate you can get them at city 
prices. Ditto most everything else. The 
wagons, known as ‘‘ Beer Arks,” will sup- 
ply you with a dozen bottles on the sly, 
but there is not a licensed saloon in the 
whole borough. Yea, verily, it is a 
sanctified place, and, to the best of my 
knowledge, I am the onlv Infidel here. 

Respectfully yours, Joon M, Simms. 


A Very Rash Christian, 
Daras, TEx., July 22, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: I am an enthusiastic 
reader of the old TRUTH SEEKER, and think 
that the cartoons are splendid. Severalof 
your papers are sold in this city every 
week. Dallas is a city of about 50,000 
people, and we hav a lively, wide-awake 
Freethought Society here. Our standing 
challenge to the clergy givs them the 
chills, but none of them has so far mus- 
tered enough courage to meet us. We hav 
been organized a year, and now hav about 
100 members. We meet every Sunday at 
8 r.m., in Liberty Hall, 228 South Ervay 
street. We hav had lectures from J, D. 
Shaw, J. E. Remsburg, and others. We 
also hav some good local talent. Mrs. 
Sweeney, of the Women’s Ohristian Tem- 
perance Union, attended one of our meet- 
ings, and wanted the name of the lecturer, 
saying that she would pray for him 
if he would acknowledge when God 
touched his heart. The secretary asked 
her if she would accept his name, too, 
and test her God by a time-limit of three 
months, and then, if they were not 
**touched," she should deny the existence 
of God and the power of prayer. She as- 
sented, but as yet neither of the ** Infidels” 
is affected, though one of the secretary’s 
dogs has been sick. 

We are doing a good work here, and are 
Liberalizing the state to some consider- 
If you will send me some 


it. Individually it is not much; collect- | sample copies of Taz TRUTH SEEZER, I wil! 


SEEKER. 


distribute them. With best wishes for the 
cause and its advocates, the Liberal papers, 
I remain most sincerely, 
Q. S. Lixcors, M.D., 
President Freethinker»? Association of 
Dallas. 


Born Into Intellectual Liberty, 
TsuegMING, Mion., July 21, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Copy of 18th inst, failed 
to reach me. Please send it, I, like many 
others, do not wish to miss even one 
copy, as ''I love the truth," and do my 
share to help the good work along here 
and make Truth SEEKERS go around as 
far as possible. Iam rather a new sub- 
scriber to your paper but old in Infidelity, 
which Iam proud to say, and never had 
the struggle to free myself from the fetters 
of theology, as my father was a Liberal in 
Europe ere my birth, but I realize keenly 
the effort necessary to overthrow the false 
teaching instilled from infancy with which 
unfortunately so many are burdened. We 
hav many Liberals here of course in the 
ranks of our best men and women, mostly 
business and professional men. We hav 
no Liberal organization here, which I re- 
gret, but hava business men’s club, where 
many of the non-church goers congregate 
Sunday during church hours. I hav read 
your Trurs Serxer more or less since its 
foundation, and always appreciated your 
great efforts in behalf of liberty and equal- 
ity. Iexpect to hereafter be permanent 
on your books, and do all possible to se- 
eure more subscribers. I hav not come 
across anything in your paper from this 
iron country, but we hav many competent 
writers among the Liberals, who might 
and should make themselvs useful. 

Respectfully, Ep. Graz. 


Hnman Love *‘ the Tie That Binds.” 


Sr. JACOB, Irt., July 30, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: Received paper, together 
with ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial  Text- 
Book.” I am well pleased. Would like 
to say to the enthusiastic brother who 
wishes a trial (mock trial, I suppose) on 
the merit of the gospel story, to involve 
himself in an argument with some blood- 
of-Jesus minister and report results. I 
should be as eager to read the controversy 
as he could be the report of the ** trial.” 

What is most necessary is for all Free- 
thinkers to work in unison as much as can 
be done; aid one another, and lastly to 
become thoroughly conversant with the 
Bible. I venture to say, if even the most 
devout Protestant or Catholic sincerely 
investigated this matter impartially, the 
colonel’s prophecy ‘‘that the churches be- 
come schoolhouses and the cathedrals uni- 
versities,” would be fulfilled, the minis- 
ters and priests becoming teachers of 
science, ethics, and philosophy. 

Love is the strongest natural tie that 
ean bind human life. Unbarred, non-in- 
terfered with, left to its own distinctiv rea- 
son, it creates the most sublime felicity of 
the human soul (life), as recently shown in 
St. Louis, Mo., in the marriage of & niece 
of Archbishop Ryan to a vory worthy 
young gentleman of Protestant persua- 
sion. All was done on the part of their 
respectiv parents to prevent it, but love 
conquered; coming out of the gulch of 
superstition victorious, they landed in the 
glorious realm of liberty, showing the 
progress of the spirit of Thomas Paine 
and hosts of others. May the blessings of 
peace, happiness, prosperity, and long life 
be their reward. 

Yours in fraternal spirit, 
Dr. F. F. BERGER. 
Out and About During Vacation. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., July 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed is $1 toward de- 
fending Brother Wise. I trust he will 
come out victorious, and that Liberals will 
respond to the best of their ability in this 
very urgent case. It is true- that times are 
very much outof joint yet, and our friends, 
as a rule, are not abundantly blessed with 
that which helps to make life happy; still, 
many can help one much more easily than 
one can help many, and I hope the appeal 
in Tue TaurH SEEKER for funds will be 
responded to by thousands. It may be a 
pleasure for THE TRUTH SEEKER family to 
read a little of my experience these last two 
Sundays; I know it will be for some of 
them, at least, as, when they read it, they 


[Atatsr 17, 1895 
will keep it às à memento and for future 
Peferende. 

Our Sunday afternoon meetings being 
closed for the months of July and Auguat 
has given me an opportiinity to go out and 
visit our folks through the day. So, ao- 
cordingly, I went to Bridesburg with my 
youngest daughter, Georgie, the first Sun: 
day, to Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Plats, who 
are Well known to Tus TRUTH SHAKER. It 
is needless to say that we had a glorious 
time. Grover Cleveland could not hav 
been treated better had he been there. - 
While there we were introduced to Mr. 
and Mrs. Moltz, with their family, who 
are also, I am pleased to state, admirers of 
Tue TRurH Seeker. While there they ex- 
pressed a desire that I should name their 
seven-weeks-old baby into the Secular 
ranks, but not having my Manual of Cere- 
monies with me, I promised to name the 
baby the next Sunday, if I came up, as I 
expected to do if my wife was able to ac- 
company me. Sunday came, and my wife 
not beivg able to go, my second youngest 
daughter, Eleanor, went with me. Ween- 
joyed. another good time, and although 
the mercury was above the nineties, it did 
not prevent the mother from bringing 
her baby to hav the ceremony of naming 
performed, His name is Ernst Ingersoll 
Molte. We hope and trust that he will 
grow up and be a8 useful in otir caue As 
is the intellectual giant after whom he is 
named. We hope other Liberals will fol- 
low this example by naming their off- 
sprivg after the benefactors of the rabe. 
I will now close, with the hope that peate, 
plenty, prosperity, and health may reign 
supreme throughout the entire Free- 
thought family. Gero. LONGFORD, 


Not a Question of Derivation, 


GUELPH, Onr., July 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.75 for 
seven TRUTH SEEKER ANNUALS of different 
years. They are excellent: There is one 
thing wrong—in all the accuracy in them 
and in Tug TaurH SREKEB, and in the 
“ Letters of Friends,” many of which eon- 
tain good points, there is the inscduracy 
of calling papists Catholics. I know that 
many politicians pander to popery on at- 
count of the vote, but Rationalists must 
be accurate, especially as they are supposed 
to be natural and scientiflo. If there were 
a devil and he insisted upon calling him- 
self an angel and desired everyone to do 
likewise, how would that be? A papist is 
a papist, and isn’t anything else; and a 
Protestant is a Protestant, perhaps 
not quite so ignorant, superstitious, or 
intolerant as & general thing, but nearly 
so. All sects and creeds are intolerant 
whenever the power is with them. As the 
word Katholikos doesn’t appear in any 
place in the entire text of the New Testa- 
ment, though it does at the head of three 
or four epistles, to intimate that they are 
general and not addressed to any particu- 
lar church, it cannot be an appropriate 
name either for any Christiau or any Chris- 
tian sect or church. Besides, the word is 
an adjectiv, wherever found in classics, and 
the English word ‘‘general” is the best 
translation of it. How can an adjectiv be 
the name of a sect? Or how can a sect be 
called an adjectiv? The pope derives his 
name either from the Greek pappa, or the 
Latin papa, father, and the papacy comes 
from the same. Then there are papal ab- 
legates, papal delegates, papal this and 
papal that, including papal dispensations, 
etc. Popery is the only proper name for 
the religion of dupes of the pope. Neither 
is the ‘‘ Church of Rome” a correct name 
for popery, as Rome was in existence many 
hundreds of years before there was any 
person called a pope; and popery adopted 
the word Roman on account of the pres- 
lige of the empire. Are papists ashamed 
that they were born and brought up pap- 
ists? It looks like that. I would think 
that a proof-reader would change the word 
** Catholicism," ‘‘Romanism,” eto., into 
*popery" whenever he would see it in 
copy. Neither is the word Catholic,. or 
general, applicable either to popery or 
Christianity, as there are hundreds of mill- 
ions in India, China, and other parts of 
the earth, who never heard of the pope or 
popery, or Christianity. I will not be 
sorry if I never see the **Ohurch of Rome,” 
** Qatholicism," or ‘‘Romanism,” where 
the word popery should be, in Tuu TRUTH, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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SEEKER again. I hope to write you more 
substantially before long. AOOURAOY. 

[With the word Catholic as with the 
word Infidel, it is not primarily a ques- 
tion of derivation but of usage. An Infi- 
del is generally understood to be one who 
does not accept Christianity, although the 
word in Latin means *'*unfaithful," and was 
applied as an offensiv epithet. Tt was in that 
sense an adjectiv, but everybody now uses 
it as a noun, The doubter is no longer, 
with us, ''an infidel [unfaithful] dog,” 
but an Infidel. From expressing a quality, 
the word has come to designate à man who 
holds certain views. So of Catholics: 
To the average intelligence, its use does 
not suggest ‘‘ general," but calls to minds 
church, which, in broad outlines, is the 
antithesis of the Protestant church. Or it 
means an adherent of this church, that is, 
a man who, asa Christian, is not a Prot- 
estant, We prefer to use the term which 
all understand and which is not offensiv 
in the eyes of those it describes. A church 
has a right to choose its own name, asa 
political party has, and there is no occa- 
Sion to use nicknames, even though those 
nicknames may be derived with perfect 
correctness etymologically. For these 
reasons we always speak of the Disciple 
church by that name, which it calls itself 
by, instead of using tbe nickname ‘‘Oamp- 
bellite," bestowed by its opponents and 
derived from the name of its founder.— 
Ep. T. S.] 


The **First Canse? Delnsion. 
Naronan Mirrrary Home, Car t 
July 26, 1895. 

Mr. Enprron: I ask the question most 
seriously, Why is it that all religions ad- 
here so tenaciously to a belief in a God, 
when everything in the universe seems to 
say there is no God? 

They believe in and talk about a being 
that they bav no adequate conception of, 
and which has been disproven thousands 
of times by the most exhaustiv arguments 
that ever were made on any subject. They 
assume a hypothetical, false premis of a 
first cause, when absolutely there can be 
no such thing. Tot them reason ever so 


correctly from such a premis, and they 


will invariably come to false and absurd 
conclusions. This imaginary God they 
make little else than a tyrannical autocrat 
of the universe. Yet they attach love, 
mercy, and goodness as attributes to his 
others of omnipotence, omniscience, and 
omnipresence, and all this in the face of 
actual facts of both natural and moral 
evils which we experience every day of our 
lives. 

They even go so far as to say evil is good 
in embryo, and that wickedness is the 
1neans of producing righteousness. Well, 
perhaps were it not for wrong, we would not 
know what right is, or, for lack of dark- 
ness, appreciate light. Almost everything 
has its antithesis, and goes by contrast.and 
comparison and relativity. But God has 
no relativ, unless it is the devil. This kind 
of runs the matter, instead of into the 
ground (or grave), beyond the horizon of 
our knowledge, into the vast unknown. 
Sti), rather than giv up their God and 
heaven, they must hav a devil and hell, 
and a God the author of everything, Isup- 
pose, himgelf included. Who can not see 
the egregious absurdity of such a being? 

Now, this God question should be set- 
tled first. It is the root of the upas-tree, 
and a tree is known by its fruits. All 
other questions, in a religious point of 
view, are side issues, and settling them 
merely lops off a few of its branches, and 
from the trunk will sprout out new 
branches, and shade all else about. Of 
course, it is by deduction from a priori 
reasoning, But the root must be dug up 
and destroyed, or we shall be decoyed and 
destroyed. i 

Obsta principiis should be our shibbo- 
leth as radicals. Cutting off the branches, 
by induction from effect to cause, may do 
temporarily, but will not remove the 
cause. Science is doing its work bravely, 
but it has to work often in the shade of 
the poisonous tree. 

The number three seems to hav a magic 
power with the superstitious: The tri- 
headed vampire of a deity on which all 
monopolies are built, and the church the 
sum of all villainies. Then the tri-headed 
government vampire, subservient to the 


triple-godhead, The three professions, a ' 


curse to mankind. And I might add 
father, mother, and oldest son, who takes 
precedence of the rest of the family on 
the authority of the Bible and laws de- 
rived therefrom. So I might run the 
mysterious number into nature with her 
sun, moon, and earth—the three seasons — 
the three periods of life—the first, middle, 
and last, all of which are based: more or 
less on superstition. Of course Deism is 


not so absurd, but it must go before the. 


sweeping power of truth and science. 

: What are we todo? Labor and wait for 
ever? One would think electricity. alone, 
even when it flows so copiously from the 
points of pens, would demolish the tri- 
headed monster. But alas! no, not yet. 
Truth moves slowly, even with the light- 
ning of reason, and wait we must. Great 
heavens, what I hav suffered from this one 
first ‘cause alone! But what cannot be 
cured at once must be endured. Left an 
orphan, homeless, friendless, penniless, 
without education and now without a 
God, as I hav all-sufficient reason te be- 
lieve there is not such a being, and it is an 
insult to a long life of experience of the 
most disastrous kind to palm off on an 
innocent, harmless man. X OnnisT Mas, 


An Appeal. 
LzEDHIANA, PUNJAUB, INE 
June 28, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I, like many others here, 
hav for a long time been considering that 
the religion of Freethought—the practical 
religion of reason and humanity, virtue 
and good works—was the highest phase of 
religion which man, in his evolution and 
stages of religious transition, was bound 
to follow in the long-run, if he was true to 
himself. I hav always considered, for my 
part, that the term ‘‘ Infidel,” as applied 
to honest skeptics and ignorers of formal- 
ities and superstitions, is an equivocation, 
inasmuch as, by the law of gradation and 
degree, each and every individual in this 
world is an Infidel, in a greater or less de- 
gree, to one or another of the faiths in exist- 
ence, whereas the Freethinker is far less 
an Infidel in its vulgar sense, since he 
culls out the good eclectically and prac- 
tices it, leaving all dogmas to take them- 
selvs off. Either religion (if true) teaches 
you to be good and do good, or te be 
hypocrits, preaching one thing and prac- 
ticing another, In all religions there is a 
prominent theory of good, but a practical 
admixture of evil. Freethought is, then, 
the reforming agency in this Babel of 
grotesque religious views. When we seea 
Christian good, virtuous, etc., we call him 
truly religious, but when we look around 
we see equally zood Mohammedans, Jews, 
Hindoos, Buddhists, etc. Hither all relig- 
ions, then, are modifications of the same 
fundamental truth, or men are better than 
their faith requires of them, in which case 
they cease to be religionists and become 
sensible moralists. If we look carefully 
into all religions, as exhibited in their 
codes, we are inclined to believe that men 
make a good religion, such as Freethought, 
and not that religion makes a man good, 
for all religions permit, if they do not 
enjoin, evil. As for the future life, if 
there could be one after this body is de- 
composed, I think the agency by which it 
is rebuilt can take care of it and us, Let 
us concern ourselvs with this life and cer- 
tainty, and not with speculations. We 
know naught of death, as none of us has 
died before and returned, and nature con- 
tradicts the possibility of reappearance of 
the same dead plant or animal just as much 
as it denies annihilation or creation, Ofa 
personal God (ourselvs), rational Pan- 
theism, no true Freethinker speaks ill. 
We are defensiv agencies of the church 
and the parsons, who act on the aggres- 
siv, and something in human nature forces 
us to be aggressiv also. 

I was born a Protestant Christian, of 
mixed European and Asiatic descent, im- 
bibing the theology and philosophies of 
both, and in each transitional conversion 
gaining experience. I embraced Unita- 
rianism, progressed to Mohammedanism, 
and this has brought me to Atheism, so far 
as a personal religious God and prophets 
are concerned, unless we include as minor 
prophets Buddha, Sankaracharya, eto., 
and seers Edison, Ingersoll, Bradlaugh, 
Voltaire, Paine, etc. 

I am very desirous of learning more 
from Freethought literature, but such is 


not to be obtained here, and radical pol- 
ities is as deficient in India as rational 
religion. I hav collected around me a 
band of Inquirers, but at present we are 
too poor to buy any of your works in such 
necessarily large and varied number a8 to 
constitute & circulating library, if not for 
distribution. Had any of us the meaus in 
this poor country (where we Eurasians are 
downtrodden) to individually or collectivly 
purchase a sample copy of each of the 
cheap tracts published for sale in your 
issue May 18, 1895, no doubt our band 
would increase, hence our funds, and we 
could affiliate with you all, paying for the 
benefits derived. 

The above tracts will cost only about $5, 
and I write to ask you and other generous 
Liberal and Freethinker readers of your 
valuable journal to be so good as to, either 
individually or by subscription, send us 
the above books (one of each), and any 
others of Bradlaugh, Iugersoll, Paine, 
Shaw, Voltaire, Renan, Remsburg, Burr, 
and other works of the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany’s publication. In course of time we 
may pay off the debt, if we are trusted by 
you. India is slowly getting enlightened, 
though crowded with missionaries, and 
there is no doubt that the first great good 
that would accrue by the reading of such 
Freethought literature is moral courage, 
independent reasoning, and the exposure 
of fallacies, even of the enlightened Chris- 
tian faith. Once missionary efforts are 
neutralized, it would be easy to sow the 
seeds, which are sure to bring fruit. 

The following kinds of books are most 
required here: 

(1) ** The God Idea and Its Fallacy.” 

(2) ** The Origin of Religions." 

(8) ** Bible Contradictions.” 

(4) **Ohristian Tolerance and Virtue!" 

(5) ** Essays on Humanity, Virtue," eto. 

In Madras and Bombay originally there 
were published Freethought journals, but 
these are now defunct for want of enter- 
prise, tact, perseverance, confidence, or 
philanthropy of projeotors. 

If we, who intend to call ourselvs the 
‘Indian Freethought Reform League,” 
under the guidance of Pundit Gorardan 
Dass, Jailer, Leedhiana (most of us grad- 
uates) are only provided with some liter- 
ature, back numbers of Freethought jour- 
nals, and a small hand-press (Victor or 
Baltimorean), self-inking, we shall pursue 
the propaganda enthusiastically and gratu- 
itously, subscribing among ourselvs for 
the cost of stationery, and distributing the 
labor among ourselvs. 

Hoping to hear from you, and trusting 
you will publish this, I hav the honor to 
be, sir, your obedient servant, 

H. U. R. Syow, 
Sec. Indian Freethought Reform League. 


Freethinkers the Preservers of Peace. 
SKULL VALLEY, ARIZ., July 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Linclose some lines entitled 
“ Death!” written in 1870 shortly after 
leaving a Catholic college. They were the 
result of my conviction (although a Prot- 
estant) that the Ostholics had the safest 
ladder upon which to climb to heaven, 
The lines will testify that I am not using 
the ladder. The vigorous dispute concern- 
ing Spiritualism vs, Materialism between 
Geo. E. Macdonald and A. D. Swan, made 
me look them up and rewrite them, a8 you 
see. The wonder to me, now, is how I, at 
twenty, could face the ordeal of giving up 
heaven, when, in a few years after, T again 
became a ‘‘Christian”—now called ‘‘ Dis- 
eiple"—being over-persuaded that the 
fault, by their theory, was in the interpre- 
tation of scripture, and that the scripture 
was, indeed, good for **dootrin, reproof, 
and in instructions for all righteousness.” 
Yet, in less than a year, I was tired of it, 
the weariness caused first by a good 
brother writing in Brother Libscomb’s 
paper that ‘‘The unpardonable sin—the 
only sin that will not be forgiven—the sin 
against the Holy Ghost—was the calling 
of Christians or Disciples ‘Campbellites!’ ” 
**Great God!" said I. It was my first 
breaking of the Third commandment 
for eight months— ‘‘what can’t be proved?” 
But I was safe—not so. I, too, had often 
alluded to the ‘‘ Campbellites.’”? Next I 
was asked by some Adventists (Sunday 
Adventists) to read the Apocalypse. That 
pretty nearly finished me. After that T 
met a Sabbatarian Adventist who proved 
eonolusivly that I had not remembered the 


Sabbath nor kept if holy. Then I knew. 
why the Catholic church did not allow the 
laity to read the Bible; they are better 
dupes and Christians without it. I said to 
myself, **T wish I was out of it.” Shortly 
after the good Lord helped me. I hada 
lame foot and could not wear a boot on it; 
some horses tied behind & wagon broke 
loose, and refused to let mecatch them. I 
sat down, took a regular old-fashioned 
swear at them, and Ohrist was gone! A 
person sat on the wagon and cried lustily 
about my “lost religion," but I said I was 
glad I was ‘‘rid of the damned mixed up: 
mess," Iputgrain in a feed box and the 
devil caused them (the horses, not the re- 
ligious) to go up and eat. This proved to 
me that grain and the devil and a little 
headwork were almost as good as God and 
prayers on such occasions. 

But I hav a tender spot for all good 
Christians, Oatholics and Protestants, 
priests and preachers alike; nine out of 
ten good ones do not believe the Bible 
[see Engstrom-Putnam debate], the only 
trouble is that they hav no confidence in 
the inherent goodness of their fellowman. 
They say, in substance, ‘‘T am all right, 
but take the fear of hell away from psople 
less intelligent than I, and they may burn 
my house, ravish my women, steal my 
property, and kill me whenever they con- 
veniently can.” 

I now come to what I really meant to 
hav mentioned at first, and that ig A. D. 
Swan’s remark that Materialists were as 
illiberal as are those '*who would burn 
those of different views at the stake.” 
History, recent and ancient, proves that 
such suspicions are the parents of the 
spirit of persecution and hate. That 
suspicion makes us want ''io get in 
the first blow.” The times are now when 
Protestant and Catholic glare at each other 
in a not very loving manner, and let a row 
once start, and Protestants will shout 
about Irelaud in 1641, Bloody Mary and 
James II of England; while Catholics will 
hav the same right to think evil because 
of Oliver Cromwell, William of Orange, 
and Henry the VIII. No, the mission of 
Freethought is to keep peace, to maintain 
justice, and keep the Goddess of Liberty 
on her throne (and keep our temper also). 
Let God into the Constitution, and the 
music will commence. 

The trained cadets from Catholic institu- 
tions will be ready to assert their just 
claim to the ** Prince of Peace" with shot, 
shell, and bayonet. The bands from Prot- 
estant institutions will return the favor 
with interest, If the matter were not seri- 
ous Freethinkers could look on indiffer- 
ently, but that will not be permitted. In 
the meantime it is our duty as Freethink- 
ers, as Materialists and Spiritualists, as 
Theosophists, Adventists, Jews, and even 
Christians, to Keep religion and law sep- 
arate. We cannot afford to make laws 
about unprovable things. We hav toa 
many laws about things now that we can 
hear, feel, see, and taste. What will be 
our lot if those ideas that hav not even 
a claim to enough substance on which to 
base a guess are recognized as facts? God 
and religion must remain separated from 
laws of all kinds. 

Iam a Prohibitionist, but the moment 
it seeks to cloak itself with religion it is no 
longer a secular policy, but becomes a 
principle of oppression, and it were better 
that people got drunk than to hav them 
asked, ** Do you believe in the God of the 
Constitution?" The way is open to a thou- 
sand vagaries in that case. Temples would 
hav to be erected to him—grand, beautiful, 
costly, ‘‘as becomes a mighty nation." 
Days consecrated to his worship. ‘‘Jesus 
Christ, the sovereign Lord,” might hav to 
hav a prime minister. People may not be- 
lieve it now, and think it only a sensa- 
tional statement made for effect, but a mo- 
ment’s reflection will show them plainly 
that he would not be placed in the Oonsti- 
tution if it were not deemed a benefit. No 
matter what the offices created might be 
called, their effect, expense, and greater 


, evils would be the same. 


Catholic and Protestant may well thank 
Freethinkers for trying to save them from 
their own folly, the least of which is, what 
they are getting ready for so diligently, 
cutting each other’s throats. In the mean- 
time, let all Spiritualists, Adventists, Jews, 
Materialists, and Liberal Christians be 
agreed on this one thing: No law or office 
unless there is an absolute material neces- 
sity for it. H. G. 
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@ahildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes à pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Three Ships. 


Three ships there be a-sailing 
Betwixt the sea and sky; 

And one is Now, and one is Then, 
And one is By-and-By. 


The first little ship is all for you— 
Its masts are gold, its sails are blue, 
And this is the cargo it brings: 
Joyful days with sunlight glowing, 
Nights where dreams like stars are growing. 
Take them, sweet, or they']l be going! 
For they every one hav wings. 


The second ship is all for me— 
A-sailing on a misty sea 

And out across the twilight gray. 
What it brought of gift and blessing 
Would not stay for my caressing— 
Was too dear for my possessing— 

So it sails and sails away. 


The last ship, riding fair and high 
Upon the sea, is By-and-By. 
O wind, be kind, and gently blow! 
Not too swiftly hasten hither. 
When she turns, sweet, you'll go with ber— 
Bailing, floating, hither, thither— 
To what nort I may not know. 


— St. Nicholas. 
air 


Sayings of Children. 
Selected. 
A OITY BOY’S YEARNING. 
vent pons move right away from this 


Where in five little rooms we are bound, 
For I'd like to be out in the country once 


more, 
To dig a big hole in the ground. 


No one had thought to teach the minis- 
er’s little girl a verse for Children's Sun- 

day, as she was so small She said she 
could say one, and her teacher lifted her 
up on the organ. Bonniwell folded her 
ittle hands demurely, and, with the most 
seraphic smile, said softly but distinctly, 
‘My papa’s fabrit vegetable is custard 
pie.” 

“ Boys,” said a teacher in a Sunday- 
&chool, ‘‘can any of you quote a verse 
from scripture to prove that it is wrong for 
a man to hav two wives?" He paused, and 
after a moment or two a bright boy raised 
his hand. *''Well, Thomas?” said the 
teacher, encouragingly. Thomas stood up 
and said, ** No man can serve two masters." 
The question ended there. 


Little Dick C—— got into trouble with 
a school-fellow the other day, and agreed 
with him to ‘hav it out’ before school 
next morning. That evening when Dick 
knelt by his mother’s side to say his 
prayers before going to bed, he delivered 
himself as follows, after the usual ** Now 
I lay me": **And, O God, please make 
me strong as lions an’ things, ’cause I got 
to lick a boy in the morning—Amen.” 


Ethel (aged four): ‘‘Did you know Adam 
named all the animals?” Frances (aged 
three): Did he name the elephant?" 
Ethel: ‘‘Of course he did." Frances 
(after a wondering pause): ‘‘ How did he 
name the elephant?” Ethel (in a superior 
tone): ‘* Why, I suppose he looked at the 
elephant, and he said, ‘I think you look 
just like an elephant, and I guess I'll call 
you-elephant.' Thats the way he did 
it." / 

Little Isabel’s mother had very injudi- 
ciously allowed the child to drink weak tea 
with her meals instead of milk. One day 
Isabel was taken out to lunch at a friend's 
house, and the friend, never dreaming 
that a child could drink anything other 
than milk, placed it before her in a broad, 
low, fancy cup. The child gazed at the 
milk in silence for = while, and then as- 
tonished her hostess by remarking disdain- 
fully, ‘‘I are no cat.” 


Sunday-school Superintendent: ‘I am 
glad to see quite a number of new faces 
with us to-day—bright, eager faces full of 
promis, full of interest in the Sunday- 
school, and rejoicing to be here. And 
now, before we close this little talk about 
the lesson and listen to the report of the 
secretary, I will wait a moment to see if 


there are any points that hav been over- | MIMIM e mmm e mmm e mmez 


looked. Has anyone a question to ask?" 
Several of the New Boys: *'Goin' to hav 
2 Chris'mus tree this year?" 


One of the neighbor's little boys was 
going to a fancy dress party last night in 
the guise of a medimval lord of high de- 
gree. Of conrse he was all excitement be- 
forehand. In the afternoon he came run- 
ning in next door with the announcement: 
**Oh, Miss S—-, you oughter see the 
things I'm goin’ to wear to the party to- 
night! There’s a donblet, an’ hose, an’ a 
big hat with a feather in, an’ a gold chain, 
an’ a cloak lined with vermin!” He prob- 
ably meant ermin. 


To-day I asked my mamma if I could 


whittle, 
Yes, I did 
** Oh no, my girlie,” said she, ** you're too 
little," : 
So she did. 


But Tom stepped so hard right on my 


toe, 
I cried, I did. 
She said: **Oh, you're too big a girl to 
cry out so.” 
That’s what she did. 
Why can’t I ory if I am little, 
Or, if I’m big, why can’t I whittle? 


** Ah, Aunt Annie, I am to be cremated 
to-morrow,” exclaimed a small boy joy- 
ously on his arrival home from school one 
afternoon. ‘‘ Now, does the child mean 
cremated or promoted?" said the aunt to 
a visitor who was present. *''It is what 
Alice in Wonderland would call a port- 
manteau word," said her compsnion, 
“ but it is not half so bad as something 
my little son said the other day. He an- 
nounced to every one in the house that 
his baby sister was to be ‘crucified’ 
the next Sunday. Of course he meant 
* christened.’” 


** A prophet is not without honor save in 
his own country," is one of the old sayings 
that are never out of date. ''You hav 
been very naughty, Nelly," said a writer 
of children's stories to her little daughter 
one day, ‘‘and I shall hav to punish you.” 
“ What are you going to do to me, mam- 
ma?” inquired the tearful Nell. ‘‘ Shall 
you put me to bed now, in the middle of 
the day?” '*No," replied her mother. 
** Well, I don't think anything else would 
be so bad," said the child, with renewed 
cheerfulness, ‘‘unless—O mamma!” she 
wailed, as a sudden thought struck her, 
“I havn’t got to sit still and hear you 
read one of the stories you've written, 
hav I?" 


: 
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SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 
Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance 


12mo, 300 pp., 81. 
Apples of Gold. And Othe Stories for 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1 25. 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti. 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-book ever issued. 
66 fall-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, 1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price. 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH BERKER. 


Science Versus Religion, 
. OR, THE 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T, C. WEIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


RIGHT LIVING 


HOME AGAIN. 


3 1 After a delightful trip and healthful vacation 


have rena home ready for business, and 
shall hereafter be found at the old store person. 
ally attending to all orders and work my many 
frionds may favor me with. 

t will be my special endeavor to please all and 


Ethics as Understood by a condyct business in such & manner that it will 


Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid:ring from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be: 


lived. It wil help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Something 7o 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 
For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


86e. 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be 


O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed." 

There is something of “ Looking 
Backward" in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book 1s just what its title implies—thum 

ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. lt shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gass.vlanity is a bor- 


rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not&realbeneflt to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


address THE TROTH SEEKER. 


That Plate- Am 


ineans 
Columbia 
THE BEST SES 
BICYCLE i$ (né 
On the steering-A ‘World. 
head of every Col- 


umbia bicycle of this year's make 
that name-plate appears. It is 
unique, handsome, and indicates 
much—satisfaction and highest en- 
x to the rider. 

o other bicycle has ever equal- 
led a Columbia. No other bicycle 
ever shall equal a Columbia. The 
greatest bicycle factory in the 
world says so. . 


New Price 51 00 


~ 


HARTFORDS, next best, $80 $60. 
$50 for boys’ and girls’ sizes. 


POPE MFG. CO. 
Hartford, Conn. 

BOSTON, OHICAGO, 

NEW YORE, BAN FRANOIBOO, 

PEOVIDENGE, BUFFALO. 


An Art Catalogue of these famous 
wheels at any Columbia Agency, or will 
be mailed for two s-cent stamps. 


e an object and to the interest of all to favor me 
iece of 


with their kind orders. 

lfin need of a Diamond, Watch, E 
Jewelry, Bilver or plated ware, Emblem or 
Watch work, please send to me and I will posi- 
tivly send you dest goods at lowest prtces. 


Prive lists on application. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILE. 
Designer of 


The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
veni" Sporn} The Freethought Badge. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argus 
ment That Nature Sx- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an Ine 
telligent eing. 


SYNOPSIS : 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
IL. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously. Wasterul, 
They Often Serye No Use, 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subsetvienoy; 
and the Watch Argument Is [llegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evoltition 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PNET RRNA 


Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place. NY. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


D 


Address 


By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book 0 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
Tice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
ibli man’s * creation, 

eed rre denominated * the fall." 
Price, 10 cents. m 

The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jerin A refuta- 
ti f the assumption that he was & ne 
EISOR, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from & 
negative and afirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and d UA troo, EM 

Address, Lafayette place, New York, 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading Matter, to 
act as “ Eye-openers,” in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so lowin price that thousands of gen- 
erons- hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. i 
An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the pngon- 


sistency of Ohristians Generally. H. Olay m 


zodiacal signs.......... eene 5 
Aposties of Ohrist. Austin Holyoake... ..... 6 
he Bible God Disproved by Nature. W.E. 
oleman..........ee esee np HH 5 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll.......... 8 
he Bible: Ist Reliable as a Guido? C. Watts. 2 
Blasphemy and the Bible O B Reynolds..... 5 
Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes as the Inspired Word of God..... 5 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. V. Max Muller... 5 


Oonstantine the Great, Portrayiug the Ini- 
uity of the First Ohristian Emperor. 

. H, Preston............ ces. MES 8 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
This is the statute under which Mr. J. 
. Wise is nowindicted for sending a 
verge from the Bibie through the mail.) 


T. B. Wakeman......... ee pe 10 
Cruelty and Oredulity of the Human Race. 
Dr. DanielArter...............- eese 2 


Ohristianity a Borrowed &ystem. Bennett. 2 
Ohristianity: Its Nature and influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts ............ 5 
The Ohristian Deity. Oharles Watts — ...... 
The Ohristian Faith. 200 Questions Without : 
B WOES: rice a gocricbo esse oy citans ee 
Ohristian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 


+ 2 
The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Ohristian Scheme of Redemption. O. Watts. 2 
The Ohurch and Educasiou. Anti-Jesuit..... 5 
The Ohurch and Freethought. Franklin 
Bteiner..............eee eee yes 10 
Congress and Bunday Laws. (Shall the Maiis 
be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 
of The Truth Seeker..... a 


The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi- 


Due. John8Syphers................ esee 
Danielin the Lion's Den. D. M. Bennett..... 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
5 Austin Holyoake... E E 

ecadence 0: ristianity.. 
The Decline of Faith. J 8 


terialis x am, M.D.......... 3 

Brolution of Israel's God. A. L. Rawson..... 5 
says on Miracles. David Hume............. 10 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, T E Longshore 


5 

The Fear of Death. . Bennett............ 5 
vundations. John Syphers................... 1 

Free peoch and Free Press. Percy Bysshe 


Has Mans Soul? Oharles Bradlaugh......... 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Austin 
Ho,yoake............. eee pH 
Hereditary Transmission, Illustrations of Its 
Occurrence. Prof. Louis Elsberg........ 8 
Is There a God? Oharles Bradlaugh ..... ... 
If You Take Away My Religion What Will You 
Give Mein Its Stead? H.B.Martin,M.D. 8 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson... 10 
infidelity. H. W. Beecher...................... 1 


Infidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 5 
Ingersoll Catechised. Wi h Mr. Ingersoll's 
Poem on Robert Burns................... 8 
Ingersoll ọn MoGlynn .............. Pris ades da 8 
The Ilis We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 
D. M. Bennett, ..... ...... eee 
Is the Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 


Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden........ . 
Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh . ...... 
Land Question. Oharles Bradlsugh...... 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake....... 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
> . of Jesus Ohrist..... ....... eee eS. 5 
Logic of Death: or Why Should the Atheist 
Fear to Die? by G. J. Holyoake She 8 
The Logic of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougat. G. J. Holyoake.... 8 
.Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 


Lit 


UM 


Kew Life of Moses. 
he New Faith. J. 
The New Age. W.B 
The Old Reli 
n Prayer, Annie ANG. see eee eee M eria 
On the Reli ious Education of Ohildren. 
Annie Besant. written during her 
Transition from Ohristianity........ 
Open Letter tu my Old Friends the Quakers. 


. D. Moore ........... een 1 
Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingersoll.............. 10 
Dur Father in Heaven. oem by Oharles 

Stephenson ......-..... lr neue 1 
Our Lor and Savior Jesu: Christ. T E Lon g- 

ShOR6..:ie*seceRé ierercscsoss Re ónsaaecur 5 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg........ 5 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. S B Duryea, 


Wakeman, G 8 Hawes...... ER 
Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsburg 
MIN ELE 

icture o e ehovah as dea 
A by the Bible. Per dozen.................. 10 


Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh........ 5 
1 


iliam Cobbett.. 1 
Questions for Bible Worshipers.. 1 


Lyall wreseiaseewasesde eui ipi.csilscs s bend 10 
The Re igion of Humanity Better than Eter- 
. nal 1 Babcock. ..... vsus 10 
Religion ofInhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 
Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 
Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the Editorof 
. The Truth Seeker..............L suse eese. 8 
Revivalism Examined. A. G. Humphrey..... 2 
A Remarkable Book aA Review of Greg’s 
Creed of Christendom. H. W. Douglas 


in Oanadian Spectator... 1 
The Safe Side. H B Brown .. 2 
Science and Bible Antagonistic. Chas. Watts. 8 
A Secular Prayer. Austin Holyoake.......... 1 
Secular Responaibility- . G J Holyoake...... 2 
The Stage and the P pit. Robt GIngersoll. 3 
Superstition Displaye . Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 
cq: ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 1 
** Science of the Bible." Being the Rev. John 


Jasper's Celebratéd Sermon on Ástrono- 


R 
Mcd About Hin.) . .......... 
Two Short Sermons, Rev. Theologiou: 
Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh. "m 
Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh.......................- 
What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh.... 


co mco 


Wonders of Prayer. D M Bennett Se d 

Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 

WasChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. > 


BRAIN ^ BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera» 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logio and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $81. ^ Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our amphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1880, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 

Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States, and Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. Vhe figures, bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, will 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about sight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
-nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon. 
as the injustits of church exemption is suffere 
10. 5Xig 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Pen copies. - - . - $1.00 
Fifty copies 2 * - E 4.50 
Jne hundred copies = — - - 8.00 
Larger quantities at DEG rates. 

Address THE TRU SEEKER. New York. 


Is Suicide 
A. Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 
Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York 


090060900 
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400 Years 
OF 4 
Freethought} 


eco — 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 


TT 


Back, Marbled Edges. $5. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


DPR IUIS UI ISI ISUPS IS PSI 


By Samuel Porter Putnam | 


NV 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 


ATT TTT 


ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 


per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 


three times as many portraits. 


stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 


hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 


multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 


Mantener: 


book. 


Such was the case, however. In- 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 


of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 


nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunpgzp Yxans or Fazr- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


It is a world book and a home 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument, for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal justice to all.” 


Price, 5 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition ^f that splendid prose poem 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. b3 G 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, ' one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who uow.as far as we 
know, stands alonein the living world." It will 
make a delightful present,and will be s souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistio 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is dgxi6 inches, and the 
price only 76 cents, post-paid. 


Address 


A NEW: EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING : 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evideneés 
and Early History of Christianity, 
Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forth. 

By REV, ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 

PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28Lafavette place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAYE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


. Do your children learn thesebeauti: ‘ongs of 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and > herp oets 
and sing them in your homes, makiag «nem hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A copy -G:een cloth, 
Hit title, 40 cents; half bound, $5 3 xis. 


526 


Mot for 


Noax got full once, but whatever else 
may be said against him, he knew enough 
to go in when it rained.—Znvestigator. 


‘ Kerr your temper, laddie. Never 
quarrel wi’ an angry person, 'speoially a 
woman. Mind ye, a soft answer's aye 
best. It’s commanded—and forbye, it 
makes them far madder than onything else 
ye could say."— Z'id- Bits. - 


A Connecticut clergyman wears the 
medal for unique and picturesque asinin- 
ity. He thanked God that the frost de- 
stroyed the apple blossoms in his section, 
and prayed that they might be destroyed 
all over the world. What a hard-cider 
héadache he must hav had at one time!— 
Portland Argus. 


Dow'r you find your religious work to 
your liking?" a Montana minister was 
asked. ‘‘ Well,” returned the divine, 
slowly, ‘‘I can’t say that I do. For in- 
stance, last Sunday, a newly-converted 
member of the church, who sits near the 
door, said he’d fill me full of holes if I 
didn’t speak louder.” —Harlem Life. 


Sonpay-soHoor teacher (to little girl): 
‘*Do you say your prayers every night be- 
fore going to bed?” Little girl (promptly): 
“No, ma’am.” Sunday-school teacher: 
** Are you not afraid to go to sleep with- 
out asking God to watch over you during 
the darkness?” ‘‘No, ma’am, I'm not 
afraid, ’cause I sleep in the middle."— 
Firefly. 


A MeErnopist minister from New York 
went to Maine some years ago to deliver & 
lecture, and was entertained by a Congre- 
gational deacon, and while he was there he 
learned that there had been a very long 
and severe drouth in ihe state of Maine. 
When it came time for evening prayer, the 
deacon said to the minister: ‘‘ Now, we 
hav had a long and dry time, and when 
you offer prayer, pray the Lord for rain." 
The minister prayed ardently for rain. 
There came a wild storm in the night. 
Rain fell in torrents. The next morning 
the deacon found that almost all the hili- 
side had been washed down in the door- 
peed, and the fields were despoiled of their 

arvests, and he was heard to mutter to 
himself: ‘‘Oh, how these Methodists do 
exaggerate!” 


THE WIDOW’'S DEATH-BED. 


‘t In the resurrection, therefore, when 
they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of 
them, for the seven had her to wife?”— 
Mark xii, 23. 


Tex widow lay on her dying bed, 

With candles at foot and candles at head, 

And feebly turned to the priest and said: 

** Father, good father, my soul to-night, 

Ín A Bout perchance, takes its last long 

ight; 

In an hour, perchance, I shall stand in the 
ig 

Of the great white throne, borne down 
with affright— 

For the weight of my sins is orushing me 


quite, 

But deeper than this is my present care, 

Deeper the depth of my dark despair, 

Fer my greatest trouble is how I shall 

Are - 

When I meet with my various husbands 
there. f 

For each of the seven—or was it eight ?— 

I promised to meet at the great gold gate; 

Each, as the death-mist dimmed his eye, 

Each, as his soul was about to fly, 

With gasping sigh that was half a cry, 

Said to me, ‘‘ Sweetest, you and I 

Must part, but ‘tis only to meet on 
high » 

Or some such conventional bathos as this; 

And then, with a lingering, ultimate kiss, 

TOT OSEE started for heavenly 

iss. 

But, a the thought that oppresses my 
BO 

Is what will ocour when I reach the goal, 

And Ang eight cherubs, in white robes, 
wai 

My coming, at old St. Peter’s gate? 

win Peri in the shocked archangel's 
sight, 

Disgrace themselvs by a stand-up fight? 

And if they don’t, but agree to share 

My charms, will celestial society stare 

and turn up it’s nose? And, oh, need I 

ear : 

The unmarried serapbim's maidenly sneer? 

And if I flirt with each and all, 

Will respectable angels refuse to call? 

Will the inner circle around the throne 

Begin to talk in a spiteful tone 

Of fast young minxes, and purse their 


lips, 

Ano pees their skirts round sanctified 

ips, 

When we meet to drink water of life in 
sips? 

Will——" here came & cough, & smother- 
ing sigh, 

A moan—and the lady had gone to try. 

—J. W. Dinsdale, in Lucifer. 


THE TRUTH 


Parsons. | Sime Gol Pamphlets at Law PIS. velit 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposin the Inconsistency of Christians 

ener. use. 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS, A Lecture b 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 


H 


oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 

ess at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n's 
Fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 

which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 

of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 

Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 

tion, * What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 

induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 

Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS, Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. “Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. : 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon ND MIRAC Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND ACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles. 
of the New Testament .One of John Peck’s 
best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J. Beigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD.  ''It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. | e away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes." 
This pamphlet, therefore, isa consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. 

amuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel! 

Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 

man's best. The subjects considered are: Or- 

thodox Religion pur Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 

hammed, The Destruction of Art, The D 

covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, | 

Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The | 

Latest Creed, God as a Governor, The Love 

of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 

The Second Birth, Inspiration, The Reign of 

Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 

Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, ous 

Evasions, “ No Bible, No Civilization;” Mira- 

cles of the New, Testament, The Ascension, 

Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 

nal ishment, Some Who Are Damned, 

What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


Supernaturall 


is- $ 


SEEKER. 


n the famous tett, rhe Olergy know that I 
at they do no ow." 
SÜNALEXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 

IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALE, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of How, FREDERICK DoUGLass and CoL. Rog- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL On the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Oolonel Infersoll's speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerlers against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Baboock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. OneofL.K. 
Washburn's best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 


flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 


Widd:combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se:gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT, Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Wnitten before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nurembnrg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s suniversary of Voltaire's death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lif of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth>, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. . 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. . E 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’: alleged acts whi^n would lead one 
to that conciusion. T: K Washburn 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu oam. 
T e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putvaw’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it hav^ been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
andthe Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hove, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and tue short po«m so often 
recite vith, reat effect by Charles Watts, 

iye Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Be- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A. lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr Fs at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law snd Its Effects 

pou H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invevtion Woman’s Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. Nusan H. Wixon 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Snffrage As- 
socia ion of Denver. Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH RREEKER. CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


it will 
Make You 


Laugh. 


it will 

Corner 
the 

Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


. The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures, 


£00 nes. 200 


CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloody Joshua, 
ome Giants h i 
The Adventures and Work of Noah, e jest and M and P 
A Hunting Anecdote, General Gideon 


Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family. 

Isaac and His * Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, | 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

bre PW eter, G Excel 
nstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite. 

Some Stories from the Book of Kíngs, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city, 
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In the nature of things, 
BAYS ` 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
“ Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxazssSoLL's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—-said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE i 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inarzsout, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Br OAPT. ROBERT OC. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth.(75 cents. 
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has no responsibility either. The two go 
together. So if the individual may not kill 
another individual, neither may a com- 
munity of individuals kill one of its com- 
ponent parts.— Banner of Light. 


Gems of & hought. 


Aux our dignity lies in our thoughts. — 
F, Froebel. 


Bap laws are the worst sort of tyranny. 
They derive a particular malignity from the 
wisdom and soundness of the rest of our 
institutions. — Edmund Burke. 


War we call '*truth," guiding us to 
successful action and consequent mainte- 
nance of life, is simply the accurate corre- 
spondence of subjectiv to objectiv rela- 
tions; while '*error," leading to failure 
and therefore toward death, is the absence 
of such accurate correspondenée.— Her- 
bert Spencer. 


Every man has a right to go to church 
on Sunday provided he does not interfere 
with others in their right to go to any cther 
ehurch or any other place they choose. 
There is just a8 much religious liberty in- 
volved in the right to stay away from 
church and go to other places as there is 
in the right to stay away from other places 
and go to church. — New York World. 


PnarksTS and ministers, bishops and ex- 
horters, presiding elders and popes, hav 
filled the world with slanders, with calum- 
nies about Voltaire. I am amazed that 
ministers will not or cannot tell the truth 
about an enemy of the church. As a mat- 
ter of fact, for more than one thousand 
years, almost every pulpit has been a mint 
in which slanders hav been coined.—Jn- 
gersoll. 


Wien the view. Be not impatient. Do 
not hasten circumstance. It will grow. 
Growth does not only bestow, it conserves. 
Should I force my philosophy upon unwill- 
ingness? That would be counter-invasion. 
I pick what I can from events as they 
come, lam content to follow the gradual 
years. lI never lose sense of direction. 
For every victory won or defeat suffered, 
somehow my picture grows clearer.— 
Horace L. Traubel. E 


Tuxsz will be classes as long as man re- 
mains a progressiv being—classes based 
upon intellect, culture, and vocation, A 
more equable reign of justice will 
strengthen those classes, emphasize their 
individuality and bless their labors. The 
effort to array class against class is the 
work of the demagog who never flourishes 
except in the paradise of fools. There is 
a quest for justice which may be carried 
out, strengthening awhile every noble ele- 
ment in our civilization, hastening all evil 
at the same time to obsoleteness. Bitter 
class hatred damns humanity, and let him 
be damned who arouses it, The peaceful, 
pervasiv method of reason and righteous- 
ness should be employed. They bring the 
quickest harvests of permanent good, and 
entail no bedraggling inheritance of wrong 
upon us.—Progressiv Age. 


A man, a hero, ruthless Death hath slain; 
A prince we loved, nigh worshiped, is 
no more; 
His lips dropt truth, as heaven the gentle 


rain, 
Yet fraught with dangers priests might 
well deplore. 
Huxley is dead! his masterwork is o’er; 
But, from the solid bases he hath laid, 
Shall rise à temple seen from furthest 
shore— 
Truth’s lofty fane, with rarest gems ar- 
rayed; 
The eye that scans its beauty, nevermore 
Shall quail before the serried shafts of 
Error. 
Thrice blest the man, and halest at the 
core, ; 
Who lifts from myriad lives a pall of terror. 
When Time declares that Truth shall be 
revered, 
Shall Huxley's honored name be more and 
more endeared, 


— Loth, in Agnostic Journal. 


Taxen on another ground the moral su- 
premacy of the community is a term that 
has in a great degree become a supersti- 
tion, to be worked like all previous super- 
‘stitions to the oppression and hurt of the 
individual. The rights of the community 
are neither more nor less than the rights 
of each individual composing the com- 
munity, and therefore the community has 
no legitimate function to perform except 
that of protecting the rights of the indi- 
vidual. What the latter cannot always do 
for himself the former is expected and au- 
thorized to do for him, and that is about 
all Rights are not acquired or trausferred 
by the mere fact of association—nothing 
is got by it but power. Hence a thousand 
or a million units making a community, 
hav no more right to commit murder than 
the units themselvs had before the combi- 
nation. A writer in a modern publication 
declares that ‘‘the rights of the individua! 
man are to-day not worth consideration.” 
It may be 80 at a certain point and up to a 
certain limit, but is very far from being so 
absolutely. If an individual has no rights, 
simply because he has become a fractional 
part of & community, then he manifestly 
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During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | E 
: Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. C 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. : 

10 cents & copy, 12 copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 
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APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRULH tr ndi. 

28 Lafayette Place, New York. ` 
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Tho Atonement Scheme. 

“ The Lord and His Works. 

a Prayer. 

The Creeds. 

x Christians and Mohammedans. 


SEDER MOORS 
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shed. We must give the 
At 


ures do not make up the whole of ; his volume. 
falsity of the church’s professions and the. h 

i of tne best weapons against Chr: 
poor Sr iSethinkers. [Boston Investigator. 


A most extraordinary publication, We vent 1 

e in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like if 
fore appeared Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o. 
twice the price 1$ would have been a cheap hook. Artist 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge from our own fee. t y 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers Magazine. 
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PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OP 
OHUROH AND 


18 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
1 TO. 
DESIGNE PT VARRON, ERF ON, 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


represent, Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
5 " Missionaries. 
The Lord's Instruments. _- 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
he Church and Slavery. 
riests and Politics. : 
eland and the Church. , 
Church's ldea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
nkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
eaven. 


$2$2229558225555 
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Miscellaneous, 


ure the assertion that nothing like jt hag ever be. 


WI. 


ever again be p 


Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
clings that nearly every Liberal in 


: Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work 


for the cause ofright and truth. But the pict- 
There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
and secondly as texts to prove the utter 

old them. Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 


&ddross THR WRITER SERKER. 


NO *.BEGINNING;" 
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The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
* Creation” or " First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“ This volume discusses the question of a ore- 
ator with such plainness of wording thet even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
ìt from so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing." —THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1898. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 

PaRIGE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Comritep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate. 


FoR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half miles of Media county seat 
and within four miles of Chester, Pa., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the place, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes’ walk of the railroad station. 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line between 
Media and Chester, with less than five minutes 


walk. i : 
The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern house on it. Eight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Severalsmaller places havesold at $1,000 
per acre.. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 


| POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AGQOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ ana Vicegerents of God. 
| Cloth, % cents. 


andexpenses, Lady or 
Gente Samples five, 


$75 A MONTI Eee 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Rox 5308, Boston, Masa. 


O@ 0200000000086 608 


@AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! ¢ 


We want 1000 more active agents before @ 

4 July ist. We Will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 

é can be easily made in any locality; our goods è 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of e 

@ samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per 

@ cent. commission on allsa:es. Send toi ay e 
for full particulars. or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in 
silver orstamps. Established in 1882. Ad- 


dress, DARD SILVERWARE 


CO., Boston, Mass. 
$9.09. 0-9. 0360302028 
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DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
See where you saw thisadver. Vineland. N. Ja 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afilicted, 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWED NBORG; 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. — 

Cloth, (ootava: 875 pages, special to. readers of 

this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
Seng for desoriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg’s 
works. i 
American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Remodeling the Government, 


An earnest essav for radical reform in our 
mode of government, to which are added bright, 
interesting sketches on Bible tempersnae, the 
Christ quiu le, morality, religion faith, and 
belief, Gods, Theist, and Atheist andspiritulogy 


By W. L. WILLIS. 
erem, ; Well printed in large type on good paper. 
AS PRIOE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


!, This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ions ideas, touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
&nd reliability of the Ohristian religion. ii 

isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 

reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 35 cents in paper 50 cents in cloth. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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WHAT OHRIST OAME FOR. 


Think not that I came to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword,—Mat, x, 34. 


JY ows of the Dook. 


Tux East is having the benefit of a hot 
and humid wave. 


HEREAFTER the Banner of Light wil be 
published by a stock company. 


THE free potato farms on Long Island 
giv promis of very heavy crops of all kinds 
of vegetables, k 


Tue Cuban irsurgents appear to be 
steadily gaining in equipment, disciplin, 
numbers, and territory occupied, 


Tur Iowa silver Democrats are not dis- 
posed to accept the anti 16 to 1 platform 
adopted by the state convention of the 
party. 

O1to KEMPNER, representing the United 
Societies for Liberal Sunday Laws, is or- 
ganizing branches in the up-state cities of 
New York. 


JAPAN has just closed a contract with 
Alabama producers for 30,000 tons of iron, 
the largest single order ever sent out of 
this country. 


THIRTX-THREE thousand additional sgol- 
diers are to be sent from Spain to Cuba in 
August and 20,000 more in October. A 
new censor of war news has been appointed 
for Havana. 


Justice Howrnn E. JacxsoN, of the 
United States Supreme Court, died at his 
home, six miles from Nashville, Tenn,, on 
August 8th. He was born in Paris, Tenn., 
April 8, 1832. 


By the collapse of an eight-story build- 
ing in course of construction in this city 
fourteen persons were killed last week, 
and seven are still missing, their remains 
supposed to be in the ruins. 


Very valuable discoveries hav been made 
in Kentucky, near Marysville, where 
there are about forty mounds on one farm. 
Eight skeletons were found incased in a 
stone box, the first ever found so buried. 


Tru tailors’ strike in this city has been 
declared off, the strikers having won about 
all they demanded, after a fight lasting 
only two weeks. Only three hundred 
workers, employed by about sirty small 
contractors, are still idle. 


FREDERICK EmGELS, head of the Inter- 
national Socialists, died in London on 
Aug. 6th. He was born in Barmen, Prus- 
Bia, seventy-five years ago. He had a 
vast fund of knowledge, particularly in 
political economy, philology, and military 
soience. 


On August 11th in Old Orchard, Maine, 
at the A. B. Simpson Christian Alliance 
meeting, $65,000 was pledged for mission- 
ary work, said to be the largest sum ever 
collected in the world in a single day for 
missionary purposes. In five minates 
forty watches and other pieces of jewelry 
were given by persons in the congrega- 
tion. After the collection 100 persons 
were immersed. Epidemics of insanity 
hav prevailed in every age of the world. 
The average superstitious mind is all too 
weak to resist the contagion of example. 


Taz trial and imprisonment of ex- United 
States consul Waller by the French au- 
thoritiesin Madagascar has involved France 
in a serious diplomatic difficulty with the 
United States, No record was made of 
the trial, and so the French government 
has nothing to show that Mr. Waller was 
fairly convicted, 


Tue Jackson’s Hole scare in Wyoming 
seems to hav had no excuse, so far as the 
fears of whites were concerned. No whites 
were hurt and the Indians killed were 
prisoners who were trying to escape after 
being arrested for shooting elk on United 
States land. They were arrested by men 
who were themselvs killing elk, The In- 
dians had permits to hunt where they did. 


AsoUT 500 miles southeast of Cape St. 
Roque, the most easterly promontory of 
South America, the British ship Prince 
Oscar came in collision with another vessel, 
name unknown, and both ships were sunk, 
the unknown vessel, it is supposed, with all 
her crew. The crew-of the Prince Oscar 
took to the boats and after suffering greatly 
were picked up by a sailing vessel, with the 
loss of six men. 


The World of Aug. 12th is an ‘' Equal- 
ity" issue, the editorial page being de- 
voted entirely to editorials and quotations 
relating to the equal liberty of citizens. 
Among the writers represented are Thomas 
Paine, Herbert Spencer, Rousseau, John 
Locke, Professor Bryce, De Tocqueville, 
Ernestine L. Rose, and Benjamin Frank- 
lin; also the United States Constitution,- 
the Declaration of Independence, and the 
Declaration of Rights of the National 
Assembly of France, 


A PROVISIONAL government has been es- 
tablished in Cuba by the insurgents, with 
General Masso as president. He served in 
the revolutions of 1868 and 1870, and has 
vast property interests in the Island. 
Joaquin Castillo has been selected as dip- 
lomatic agent to the United States. He 
was educated at the University of Penn- 
sylvania and was a surgeon in the United 
States navy; he was & surgeon on the 
steamer Rogers which went to the rescue 
of De Long and his party of Arctic ex- 
plorers, 


Mrs, OHARLOTTE SMTA, of the Women’s 
Rescue League of Boston, is in New York 
asking the Police Commissioners what has 
become of the professional courtesans, 
20,000 in number, who were turned out of 
disorderly houses the past year, as an in- 
cident of the reform movement. She says 
that the churches hav done practically 
nothing for them, the politica] Christians 


Catarrh Cannot Be Cured 


with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they cannot 
reach the seat of the disease. Catarrh is a blood 
or constitutional disease, and in order to cure it 
you must take internal remedies. Hall’s Ca- 
tarrh Cure is taken internally, and acts directly 
on the blood and mucous surfaces, Hall’s Ca- 
tarrh Cure is nota quack medicine. It was pre- 
scribed by one of the best physicians in this 
country for years, and is a regular prescription, 
It is composed of the best tonics known, com- 
bined with the best blood purifiers, acting di- 
reetly on the mucous surfaces. ‘I'he perfect 
combination of the two ingredients is what pro- 
duces such wonderful results in curing Catarrh. 
Send for testimonials, free. 
. J. OHENEY & CO.. Prop., Toledo, O. 
Sold by druggists, price 75 cents. 
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Pocket Theology. 


+ By VOLTAIRE, &- 


Terse, witty, and saroastio dsfinitions of theo- 
logical terms. Prioa. % ceni. 
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nothing, and that they are now on the 
street, a greater menace to morality than 
they were. before, and their situation much 
worse. Mrs. Smith favors official tolera- 
tion and regulation, including licensing 
and colonization. 


Last Sunday was not particularly “dry” 
in New York. The World claims that be- 
tween four and five thousand saloons did 
business in & more or less quiet way. 
**Speak-easies" are becoming frequent. 
Of course the fashionable clubs were not 
troubled, and the big restaurants and ho- 
tels were less disturbed than on some pre- 
vious Sundays. The cheaper restaurants 
were raided for furnishing wine to their 
guests with meals. Saloon-keepers were 
arrested for giving away butter-milk, ice- 
water, and other non-intoxicating drinks. 
One woman was arrested in the hallway of 
her house while carrying a piece of meat 
to the refrigerator in a saloon. An organ 
grinder of seventy-five was locked up, and 
elothing dealers and others were arrested. 
One man was arrested for selling a cigar 


after he had resisted the pleading of the 
disguised policeman to sell him a drink. 


Feed. Them Properly 
and carefully; reduce the painfully large per- 
centage of infant mortality. Take no chances 
and make n0 experiment in this very important 
matter. The Gail Berden Eagle Brand Con- 
densed Milk has saved thousands of little lives. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake & 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle?" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems, Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 


Vol.22. No, 34.4 PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, August 24 1895, {28 LAFAYETTE PL.}$3.00 Per Year. 
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WHAT UNCLE SAM SHOULD DO WITH THE FANATICS WHO WANT 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux Trora SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FazETHINEER'S ProroniAL TxxT-Book, in board 
covers (price Two DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
ProroRiaL Texr-Boox. 

The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PIOTORIAL 
Txxv-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness cf tto Church’s 
claim to being a divine and kenotrent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson HESTON 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church ‘Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity's 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7 

This ofter cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. i 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you ean get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 

et it now. 


were L— M 


HE BIBLE IN OUR SCHOOLS. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.— 'reethinkers' 
Magazine. 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and trath. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Ohristianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not noWa 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprrog Terors Szexer: The *Freethinker's Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. Asa reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bairzy. 
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THE TRUTII SEEKER. 


WITH 
THE 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS * TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


M^ 


RN Seem Se 


For $6.50 we will send Tug TaurH Sexes one year ($3) and S. P. For $5 we willsend Taz Trurs Sezer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 | great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever|picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi-|of his monument in New Rochelle. 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. For $5 we will send Taz Trurs Sexe one year ($3) and “The World's 
The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout | Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- For $4.50 we will send Tux T 
e Tti ical Historie Record of the greatest developments of the human . HE Truru Seeker one year ($3) and James B. 
soll, -Ie in a EE E or p 5 Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, I 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are | wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
can help but be well-informed in all sciensific matters. 


Hunprep Years oF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, : 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs Sxxkzn one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 


rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance, Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 

For $4 we will send Tux Trurs SesreR ope year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book, It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the erecta men m one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evo ntion, ih the added For $4 we will send Taz Taora SEEKER one year ($8) and a copy of “ Old 


glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 


HOW 
TO GET 


SP E CI A L ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


free, a copy in boards of 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


AND FURTHEHR—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


THE GREATEST BOCK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-hound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT. 


Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tux rors Szexer one year ($3) and “Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and Tae TROTE 
EEKEB one year for $5. 


E. The Freethinker's Badge-pin m= secos. serere 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $475. Sugar Spoons and ''nUTH SpEKER, 
HE TRUTH SEEKER 


$5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Medimval Education. By 
8.8 Laurie, L.L.D. 75cenís. | 

English: Past ana Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8 
Laiug. 75 cents, 

F'ormavion o: Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

_ habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 2 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 

other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 
wo books in one volume. 75 cents. __ i 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.H.H.3.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
iribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Iilusions: A Psychological Study. 
Bully. 75 cents. s 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
‘Wiliams, F.C.8. Two books ın one volume 

. 75 cents.  . , 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numerous notes 
aud illustrations, and an index. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volumes. Over 700 
pages printedin large typ3. Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gxonaz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tifle knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion rogaramg the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta. 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through. 
out organic nature we meet with abundan: 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence oí 
supernatural design. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation al 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before thc 
view of the present g£enerationin a manner anc 
to an extent that has never before been possible. 
and inasmnch as the change which has taker 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, ii 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to & new and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is nov 
“Wiastrated, Price, cloth, 82 
astra ce, clo 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


By James 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R, B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 

Part II.—Hesearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteei 
chapters. 

Part HI.—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


apters. 
Part ee Came the Aryans? Five chap 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Piace. New York Citv. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a yonnger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. lhe author is alsc 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
jnst such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he &dinires and appreciates is sure tc 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cente, Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.$1. | | 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificanc. 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 81. 
Physical Edneation 5 or, The Health-Lewr 
of Nature. Cloth, $i 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalen’ 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $ 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution t: 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. llius 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth, $2. 
Address — THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafavette place. Now York 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affrmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rey. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thoma: 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’: 
Objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents, 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Allare architects of fate 
Working in these walis of time, 
Some with massiv dred and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, . 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G REED. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette "l. New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Hreidenker-Biidher. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
beut[djer Sprache, meldje feh: berühmt find: 
,, Die Jrrthiimer Moles,“ 
Eine tritifde Beleuchtung des Dentatend) im 


Siht der modernen Weltan:- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 


von Gol. R, ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents, 


“Moderne Gstterddmmerung, “ 
von Gol. 9t, G. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wunder und Wunderthiter, “ 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Gíaube und Vernunft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des rdmifch-Fatolifden Priefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus bem franzöfifhen überfe5t von 
Fraulein Anna Knoop. 

30{ Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papter-Umfdhlag und 
Farem Dru. UUnfere dent{den Lefer 

follten fie meit verbreiten. | 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker," 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Snpernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims ot supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to_Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay_on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights o 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo.. 
on $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges,. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and: 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac-. 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth: 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the: 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and the: 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. Ii describes fully: 
all religious systems of the world, including: 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and OChristianity; 
thelatter occupying 872 De being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes;. in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called "The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 35 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTEN 
. A Story o* the Rightway Alms house. 


A short story that will iuterest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 

# rice, Five Cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SERKER CO,,. 
28 Lafayette PL, New York:. 


The Bible and Evolution. 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: "It is by tar the best production. 
of Mr Moss's pen, and we heartily recommend! 
it as an excellent text-book uf the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. Tne 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics, and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 60 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
Single subscription, in advance.....---.e.serccssoessvewcesces $3 06 
One subscription two years, in advance..... 
TWO new BUDSCTIDOTS....0...0..cscccencetcce secs eer ceestessucoees 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subscription w^; ^u new subscribers, in one remit- 
tanoo........ MU WS ed pl dac 0 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittanoe. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, drazi on New York, or by regístered letter. 
Address oommunioations and make drafts, oheoks, post-optoe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAUDONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot & regular subscriber. 


Freethinkers Are Not Deceived. 

A diseursiv contemporary rejoices exceedingly 
over the platform put out by the Political Reform 
Union at its recent Prohibition Park meeting. The 
discursiv contemporary says that the platform is 
just what it has wanted for along time, and that 
*Infidels" can find no flaw in it, for it does not 
mention “God” nor the Sabbath! And a gentle- 
man in Pennsylvania, who certainly should know 
better, hastens to say that the discursiv contempo- 
rary’s estimate of the Union Reformers’ platform 
suits him to a“ t.” If the editor of ths discursiv 
contemporary were informed, as every editor should 
be, regarding the men and influences under that 
platform, he would know that it was built for a trap 
to catch just such people as himself—men who are 
not informed and can not or will not make the in- 
vestigation necessary to inform themselvs. A man 
must be blind who cannot see what these schemers 
are after, especially when John G. Woolley, one of 
the star conspirators, so kindly exhibited the ma- 
chinery that operates the talking Madonna. He 
distinctly said that the plan of political union for 
which he was working “honors the church and en- 
forces the Sabbath.” He proposes that all who are 
laboring for the various theocratic and paternalistic 
“reforms” now on the boards shall * combine polit- 
ically in the name of Jesus Christ the Conqueror, 
and form an interpartisan order of independent 
voters, whose entire scope shall be the head of the 
ticket, in federal, state, judicial, and municipal elec- 
tions.” In pursuance of this plan, the platform 
which has so struck the erratic fancy of the discour- 
siv contemporary was constructed, with the distinct 
aim of catching enough voters to secure control of 
the executiv officers so as to enforce the prohibitory 
and Sabbath laws now on the statute books, with 
the ultimate object of electing the legislativ bodies 
and enacting such new laws as may be needed to 
complete the triumph of the conspirators. 

Mr. Woolley boasts that the party standing on 
the platform which has fooled the discursiv contem- 
porary is “a new clean party built on Jesus Christ.” 
“ The church is in politics," he says, in illustrating 
the modus operandi of his plan; and the Christian 

: Statesman looks for the success of the God-in-the 
Constitution party through the triumph of some of 
: these “reforms” engineered by Woolley and his 
astute confrères and supported by such dupes as 


the discursiv contemporary. God and the Sabbath 
were left out of the platform adopted at Prohibi- 
tion Park because the makers of that platform were 
fishing for suckers—and they are catching them—a 
very few of them. 


et 


Specimen Theocratic Arguments. 


The Christian Reformer of August 3d begins its 
editorial utterances with these words: 

** Tt is difficult to tell just where to draw the line that 
bounds religious liberty and separates it from an immoral 


and corrupting license, but it is necessary often to draw 
the line in an authoritativ manner." 


After acknowledging the difficulty of drawing the 
line mentioned, the Christian Reformer proceeds 
without hesitation to draw it as though it had full 
authority so to do. The religious believers who 
style themselvs “ saints " or “holiness people ” hav 
recently been holding services in Pittsburg. The 
neighbors came to regard them as nuisances, which 
they may or may not hav been, and it does not mat- 
ter, for that was not the question raised, so far as 
we can gather from the report in and arguments of 
the Covenanter paper. 

**Tt is stated that the so-called ‘holy kiss? was prac- 
ticed. The conversation, teaching, and practice of these 
people are said to be of a very questionable nature. A 
printed circular was issued and circulated by them which 
the superintendent of police pronounced to be demoraliz- 
ing and obscene. They were ordered to take down their 
tent and leave the city. Evidently the right to worship 
God according to the dictates of conscience does not 
earry with it the right to practice immorality in the 
name of religion.” 

Let us briefly analyze these charges and argu- 
ments, for the whole story sounds theocratic and 
smells fishy. There are five passages in the New 
Testament in which the early Christians are com- 
manded to greet one another with a holy kiss, and 
in none of them is anything said about * so-called ” 
holy kisses. From all of which it would appear 


that the Christian has ample warrant for giving and 


receiving this salutation, but the modern Christian 
has & horror of obeying Bible commands, as is evi- 
denced by his almost total disregard of the teach- 
ings of Jesus and his fierce persecution of the few 
of his brethren who do attempt to be Bible Chris- 
tians. In proof of this, notice the hounding of the 
Seventh-day Adventists and the vituperation poured 
out on those who prove that the Bible is not a wit- 
ness for either temperance or prohibition. 

The fact that the “conversation, teaching, and 
practice” of any body of people are “said” to be ofa 
* questionable nature” does not giv any official a 
right to order them out of town. Deprivation of 
citizen rights is not permissible on mere hearsay ; 
every person accused of wrong-doing is entitled to 
a fair trial and should not be punished unless and 
until guilt is proved. Neither has the chief of po- 
lice authority to pass on the character of printed or 
written matter. He is merely a peace officer, not & 
literary censor, a judge, nor a member of a jury. 
The average policeman is not morally or intellect- 
ually qualified to decide upon the merits or demer- 
its of literary productions, even if he had the legal 
authority for so doing, which he has not. It is 
probable that the cireular'of the “holiness people” 
had nothing in it worse than can be found in the 
Bible, and it is likely that everything in it was 
based on the teachings and positiv commands of 
that fetich. Would the chief of police of Pittsburg 
hav ordered anyone out of the city for circulating 
the Bible? Would the Christian Reformer hav 
applauded the banishment of any one for such an 
offense? Consistency never was & conspicuous 
virtue of Christians. But the previously quoted 
statements and assertions of the Reformer do not 
reveal the real animus of that journal and its allies. 


license is not drawn in the right place. 


It reproduces from the Pittsburg Commercial Ga- 
zette some comments which show what is meant by 
all such petty persecutions by officials who usually 
act as the “powers behind the throne” dictate. - 
Read this: 

** When a body of men and women hay rendered them- 
selvs amenable to charges of immorality, obscenity, and 
blasphemy, and seek defense or palliation on the plea of 
religious freedom, the police seldom make a mistake in 
compelling them to * move on.’ ” 

When an editor knows so little about the Con- 
stitution of his country and the rights of man as to 
claim that men and women may justly be ordered 
to * move on” because somebody thinks them guilty 
of “blasphemy,” his opinions regarding what con- 
stitutes immorality and obscenity will be found so 
distorted by theological prejudice and superstition 
as to be unworthy of serious attention. This Pitts- 
burg daily ought to know that in the United States 
there is no such crime as “blasphemy,” except in a 
few belated provinces like Maryland and Pennsylva- 
nia, and that there blasphemy laws are flagrantly 
violativ of the spirit of the Constitution, and gross 
anachronisms in this age of science and rationalism. 
This argument of the Commercial Gazette and the 
subsequent demands of the theocratic organ neces- 
sarily make us very doubtful of the reality of the 
“immorality and obscenity” charged against the 
holiness people. It is probable that those charges 
are as unsubstantial as that of “blasphemy.” But 
more than this—how hav these people ‘rendered 
themselvs amenable” to such charges? Hav they 
had a trial, as the Constitution guarantees? Who 
knows that they hav rendered themselvs amenable 
to the charge either of obscenity or blasphemy? 
By what authority does the chief of police proceed 
against them, even under the antiquated laws of 
Pennsylvania, if he has no warrant to arrest them 
or if they hav not been tried and found guilty? Is 
not the order of expulsion simply a concession to 
popular clamor made by an officer too cowardly to 
take the responsibility of arresting and holding for 
trial probably innocent persons? 

The Commercial Gazette says further that “ of- 
fenses against good morals, orderly government, 
and common decency cannot be cloaked under the 
pretext of [freedom of] religious belief." Among 
these offenses the editor has included the fictitious 
crime of “blasphemy,” and thus we are served with 
notice that whatever the civil powers, acting under 
instruction from the church, declare to be blas- 
phemous is “against good morais, orderly govern- 
ment, and common decency,” and, as such, is to be 
suppressed by law. And this is from a daily paper 
that owes the very possibility of its own existence 
to freedom of thought and expression. Once more 
it says: 

** Men and women may accept, and even proclaim, any 
theory or dogma which may commend itself to their 
judgment, but when they bagin to organize churches as 
a means of making converts, and entering upon practices 
which the customs and laws of the country forbid, they 
cannot escape by drawing sround them the shield of 
religious toleration.” 

That is, people hav rights if they do not attempt 
to make use of them! It is to be noted that the 
customs of the country are as sacred as its laws, 
which would make it very uncomfortable for the 
Chinese with his queue and the Turkish woman with 
her thick veil. Only the narrowest of narrow pro- 
vineialism talks in that way. But narrow as it is, 
itis altogether too broad for the Christian Re- 
former, Which says that the tone of the extract ig 
correct, but that the line between true liberty and 
It objects 
to permitting men to accept and proclaim such dog- 
mas as their judgments commend, and yet denying 
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to them the right to organize for the propagation 
of those dogmas. Now, do not think for a moment 
that it is going -to propose to giv them the same 
right to organize that the secular paper concedes 
to them to individually hold and proclaim their opin- 
ions. Far from it: 


‘The broad principle, so often stated by writers on 
personal liberty, is, that whenever anyone’s conduct 
affects injuriously the rights of others, the state bas a 
right to interfere.. In the exercise of its police authority 
the state may suppress whatever injures the public either 
physically, financially, or morally.” 

This is indeed a “broad” principle! Under it 
any tyranny is possible. The true statement is that 
invasion may be repelled and punished. That is 
the boundary of the province of the state. To per- 
mit it to do more is to cpen the way for all possible 
kinds of persecutions by the majority of the hour. 
Why did not the Reformer say that the state might 
also rightfully suppress what it thinks will injure 
the publie, 4. e., individuals, intellectually ? Be- 
cause that demand would hav shown the most stu 
pid that it was aiming to outlaw unorthodox opin- 
ions, which is indisputably religious persecution, 
and it virtuously protests against any such imputa- 
tion. It finds it necessary to mask its real pur- 
poses behind the pretexts of preserving the prop- 
erty of the citizen from theft, his health from con- 
tagion, and his morals from corruption. Once 
it was perfectly safe to imprison, mangle, and mur- 
der avowedly to save souls from hell, but the rise 
of Freethought and the development of science hav 

forced the church to work under cover, to do its 
crimes in the name of human earthly virtues and 
needs. “ Blasphemy” is no longer a crime against 
the gods, it is an injury to the * morals of the pub- 
lic.” “Obscenity” and “ morality" are to-day the 
shibboleths of the tyrants and the would-be tyrants, 
and whosoever is fooled thereby is not wise. Im- 
mediately following the last sentence before quoted, 
the Covenanter paper says: 

“ This will apply to public speaking and the printed 
page as well asto the formation of unlawful organiza- 
tions. There is a paper published in New York called 
Taz Trura Sener, which week after week contains 
blasphemous language and still more blasphemous pict- 
ures. Ifthe tone of public morals were what it should 
be, this paper would be suppressed as calculated to affect 
injuriously the morals of the public. It seems clear that 
it is a violation of the law to send it through the mails. 
Our officers usually transgress on the side of leniency, 
and not on the side of severity, in the enforcement of 
law.” 

This is at once frank and deceptiv. It is frank 
in the open avowal of the desire to “stamp out ” 
Freethought publications, but deceptiv as regards 
the reasons given for the desire. Instead of hon- 
estly saying that Taz Truru Szzxer should be sup- 
pressed because it antagonizes the claims of the 
Christian church and is opposed to the union of 
religion and the state, it is asserted that the paper 
injures the * morals of the public,” by which, it is 
to be presumed, is meant the morals of individuals 
who read its arguments or gaze upon its pictures. 
“Public morals " and the “morals of the publie," 
as distinguished from the morals of the constituent 
individuals who compose the community, are abso- 
lute fictions, and only a mind steeped in supersti- 
tion could for a moment entertain the idea of their 
existence. Tur TnurH Szzxer has not degraded 
the morals of its readers. It has advocated the use 
of the reason in the examination of the creeds of 
all the churches of the world; it has protested 
against teaching to the children of the land the 
monstrous falsehood that the crimes recorded in 
the Bible, and there attributed to Yahveh, were com- 
manded by a god infinit in power and justice; it 
has shown that the devastations of nature are in- 
consistent with the ethics of civilized man, and it 
has demanded that all citizens be equal before the 
law, regardless of their belief or unbelief. There 
is nothing immoral in this, nothing calculated to 
make one man invade the rights of any other man. 
If the editor of the Christian Reformer cannot see 
this, we are not responsible; we cannot engage to 
clear his brain of theological cobwebs ; he is joined 
to hic idols. The best that we can do is to warn 
the people of the United States against the trea- 
sonable machinations of him and his fellow- 


conspirators. He never attempts to answer our 
arguments, and only once hav any of the theocrats 
essayed to dispose of our facts, and that was when 
we gave some of the figures which convicted the 
Sabbatarians of wholesale forgery and  petition- 
stuffing in connection with the attempt to close 
the World’s Fair on Sunday. They retired after 
one skirmish; it is so much easier to advocate the 
suppression of your adversary than it is to answer 
his arguments and explain or otherwise dispose of 
his facts. Logically and historically, it is the Chris- 
tian method of argument. 

We do not think that the postal laws hav yet 
been made quite orthodox enough to prevent the 
circulation of Taz Trurs Sxrxzn through tue mails, 
although that has been the object of many amend- 
ments proposed to the original Comstock statutes. 
Undoubtedly, if such extreme bigots as the editor 
of the Christian Reformer could determin the appli- 
cation of the existing statutes, there would be no 
difficulty in shutting us up and stopping the 
paper ; in fact, these reactionists would do all that 
on general principles, if they could sit on the bench 
and in the jury-box, with no higher authority to 
nullify their usurpations. They are equal to the 
commission of any crime of the kind, as ready as 
Torquemada and Calvin were to suppress dissent 
and torture heretics. They lack only the power, 
and, at the present rate of movement backward 
here in the United States, they will not very much 
longer be without the power. But there will be no 
surrender on the part of the wide-awake Free- 
thinkers, and we hope sometime to see the Amer- 
ican people get their eyes open to the real state 
of aftairs; then they will appreciate the gravity 
of the situation, and stop fraternizing with relig- 
ious despots masked as reformers. 


Infamous! 

“Birdie was only four years old, but she had already 
been taught that God loved her, and always took care of 
her. One day there was a heavy thunderstorm and 
Birdie’s sisters and mamma even laid by their sewing and 
drew their chairs into the middle of the room, pale and 
trembling with fear. But Birdie stood close by the win- 
dow, watching the storm with bright eyes. ‘Oh mamma! 
a’in’t that bu’fu!’ she cried, clapping her hands with de- 
light, as a vivid flash of lightning burst from the black 
clouds, and the thunder pesled and rattled over their 
heads. ‘It is God's voice, Birdie,’ said mamma, and her 
voice trembled. ‘He talks very loud, don’t he, mamma? 
S’pose it is so as deaf Betsy can hear, and the other deaf 
folks.’ ‘O Birdie! come straight away from that win- 
dow,’ said one of her sisters, whose cheeks were blanched 
with fear. ‘What for? asked Birdie. ‘Oh! because the 
lightning is so sharp, and it thunders so loud.’ But 
Birdie shook her head, and, looking over her shoulder 
with a happy smile on her face, lisped out: ‘If it funders, 
let it funder! 'Tis God makes it funder, and he'll take 
care of me. I ain't a bit afraid to bear God talk, 
Maizy.' "— Sunday-School Times. 

* A Child's Beautiful Faith,” is the heading the 
Sunday-School Times puts on the foregoing silly, 
demoralizing trash. “Child's beautiful faith `°! 
Shame on the parent who will put the trusting in- 
nocence of inexperienced childhood to such a test 
as that! The man who will print and send out 
among little children such cruelly false assertions 
as are contained in that story is either an imbecil 
or an intellectual prostitute. He should be lashed 
by the whip of ridicule and cut by the knives of in- 
dignant criticism until he is shamed and terrified 
into silence. The courtesies of debate are wasted 
upon creatures with gouls so small as his. His 
worthless—ten times worse than worthless—sheet 
has a circulation of more than 150,000 copies. It 
carries the Jeprosy of ignorance and falsehood into 
every home where it is permitted to crawl. It 
fattens on credulity and leaves a trail of moral 
death wherever it goes. It caters to the most be- 
sottedly uncultivated, the most reactionary elements 
in the Christian church. Every Christian to-day 
who has even a smattering of modern education 
knows that the thunder is not the voice of a god; 
he knows that the lightning will kill the trusting 
child as quickly as it will the worst criminal in the 
world; he knows that such teachings as that of the 
Sunday-School Times imperil lives by making the 
ignorant and faith-guided neglect the precautions 
that would often save them, and he knows that when 
the child so taught grows up it will learn that its 


mother was a liar and is not to be trusted. In this 
idiotic story the mother’s own voice trembled when 
she said that the thunder was God’s voice; she 
knew that the lightning might strike her down, god 
or no god, even while she was telling the conveu- 
tional lie to the little one, just as she had probably 
told it the other conventional lie that the doctor 
found it in the garden. Even the elder sister had 
sense enough to keep away from the open window, for 
She had lost some of her faith, but the baby, be- 
lieving the lies of its mother, remained in the place 
of danger. One might as well talk of the “beau- 
tiful faith” of the child who, having been taught 
that ** God loved her, and always took care of her,” 
should bend trustingly down to kiss a rattlesake, 
coiled and with head thrown back ready to drive its 
deadly fangs into her flesh. Such faith is not 
beautiful; it is ugly, it is deplorable, it is heart- 
rending.  Zerasez l'infame ! 


Mr. Putnam will soon be back in this country to 
look after the fall joint convention of the Free- 
thought Federation of America and the American 
Secular Union. His last lecture in England will be 
in London on the first Sunday in September. Mr. 
Foote, the president of the English Secularists, will 
superintend the affair and preside at the meeting. 
A dinner will also be given in Mr. Putnam's honor 
a few days before he sails from Southampton. It 
will probably be a good one, as the tickets are sold 
for it at four shillings each, which, we understand, 
will buy a good meal in England, and so our repre- 
sentativ will not be sent home hungry. This will 
do much to obliterate the strained feeling between 
this country and England consequent upon the 
hilarity of a small tea-party some years back. 


Governor Atkinson, of Georgia, has issued & 
proclamation in which he thanks God for having, as 
he alleges, delivered him “from the perils of a most. 
serious sickness.” This is praying on the house- 
tops instead of in the closet, with a vengeance. It 
is now time for this phenomenally brilliant chief 
executiv to issue another proclamation, setting forth 
that, as the sev.n doctors he subsequently em- 
ployed made him sick, he wants the people of 
Georgia to know it and God to giv them a taste of 
brimstone for it. If God cured him but had no 
hand in putting him on the sick-bed, is it not log- 
ical to infer that the doctors were responsible for 
making him sick in the first place? It is a very 
poor rule that will not work both ways, although 
Governor Atkinson does not seem to know it. 
Perhaps the editor of the Macon JVews is his theo- 
logical adviser. 


A writer in a Boston paper says: 


“ A system of religion that disputes the right of ‘exist- 
ence to all other religious systems, and that claims the 
exclusiv right to God’s mercy in the world to come, in- 
vites opposition and attack, and cannot intelligently ba 
called religious, certainly not American.” 


That exactly describes Christianity, although the 
writer had in mind only one division of Christianity. 
It is the fundamental claim of the Christian church 
that man is eternally lost unless he accepts the 
terms of salvation offered by God through Christ. 
Christ is man’s redeemer from the hell that was 
earned by Adam, and the King of this world. So 
says the church, Catholic and Protestant and 
Greek. The doctrin of exclusiv salvation through 
Christ hag inundated the world with blood and 
whitened plain and valley and mountain side with 
the bones of murdered millions. When Christianity 
yields this claim to monopoly of God’s favor she 
yields everything. 


A few days ago an Italian was arrested in this 
city for selling ice on Sunday. He was doing an 
excellent business from his wagon. Taken before 
Magistrate Cornell, the latter said: 

“It’s a crying shame to arrest à man for selling ice in 
the tenement districts. Why, ice is a necessity on such a 
close, hot day as this. I wish I could let you go,-Bacco; 
but, unfortunately, as the law stands, I must hold you in 
$100 for Special Sessions.” 


What can be said in defense of a law when even 
the judges on the bench declare that it is a * crying 
Shame" to enforce it? But such are the laws that 
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priests and priest-led laymen giv us. So long as 
we submit to statutes of this kind, so long we shall 
hav to submit, and submission to one leads the way 
for the enactment of others. The most effectiv 
support of tyranny is a people accustomed to and 
tolerant of tyranny. * Bad laws are the worst sort 
of tyranny. They derive a particular malignity 
from the wisdom and soundness of the rest of our 
institutions,” said Edmund Burke. The worst of 
bad laws are those which the church demands in 
the interest of her supernatural and anti-natural 
dogmas. By the Constitution, church and state are 
separate in the United States, and hence all church 
laws are unconstitutional and void. 
Shes FL MUR: 

A few weeks ago we sent notices to those of our 
subscribers who were indebted to us on their sub- 
scription account, and we are glad to say that a 
great many of them kindly responded with prompt- 
ness. There are many, however, from whom we 
hav a8 yet had no word, and to them we address 
these appealing remarks. We want some money, 
and want it badly, else we wouldn’t say anything 
about it. But the cost of getting out the paper 
has to be paid regularly, and it takes a good deal 
of cash. So we again ask those whose time has ex- 
pired to make an effort to renew their subscriptions 
now—at once—right off—so we can hav the where- 
withal to pay some bills that are due. We owe 
some people, other people owe us. If other people 
will pay us, we can pay some people; and then 
everybody will be happy. (Quod erat demonstran- 
dum.) It is very unpleasant to be short of funds 
with a great deal more owed us than we owe, but 
that is our fix now, and hence this reminder to those 
who forgot to respond to the notice. We dislike 
to mention this matter, but Necessity has no fel- 
lowship with Squeamishness, and we hav to do it. 
We need the money 


Providence has been on a “tear” all summer. 
On July 21st a tornado swept over the camp meet- 
ing grounds at Roseville, near Zanesville, Ohio. It 
killed one man and one woman and injured seven 
others, most of whom were women. The first 
Sunday camp meeting of the season was in progress 
at the time, and the people present had gathered 
in the tabernacle to escape the rain. It was here 
that they were struck down, on the very horns of 
the altar, as it were. On August 4th, lightning 
struck the Methodist church in Quakertown, Hun- 
terdon county, N. J., during services, and with the 
exception of six children and one woman every per- 
son in the building was stunned or prostrated. 
Among the injured were the clergyman and his 
wife and the sexton. The latter was terribly 
burned and disfigured. A woman sitting with the 
pastor's wife was horribly burned and lingers be- 
tween life and death. Others were badly injured. 
Something over & month ago Mrs. W. H. Roland, 
of Van Pelt Manor, N. Y., was on her way home 
from Brooklyn when she was shocked by lightning 
while waiting at the station for a train. Later, she 
was assisted toward her home by some friends, but 
while slowly passing the Reformed church at Van 
Pelt Manor a lightning bolt shattered the spire of 
the church and gave Mrs Roland a shock which 
paralyzed her right side and affected her brain. 
She died, leaving a husband of four years and sev- 
eral stepchildren. God seems to hav been deter- 
mined to make away with her by lightning—which 
our forefathers believed was the flashing of his 
eyes in anger—and as he failed at the railway sta- 
tion he resorted to his church and waylaid her as 
she passed. When Christians stop building 
churches for the fostering of superstition, for the 
worship of gods, Freethinkers will stop calling 
their attention to the shortcoming of the gods. 


The Springfield (Mass.) Republican, a quite fair 
and able paper usually, makes a most egregious 
blunder in commenting on the “ liberty " broadside 
of the New York World. It says that the World's 
enterprise was “a ridiculous performance"; that 
that paper is working for liberty without law, 


while the men whom it quotes, such as Spencer, 
Jefferson, Burke, and Mill, were writing of some- 
thing entirely different. Now the facts are, all 
these writers were protesting, as the World is and 
as Tug TRUTH SEEKER is, against bad laws, laws that 
invade the reserved rights of the citizen, laws that 
take cognizance of matters that do not come within 
the purview of statute Jaw at all. Very much of a 
like tenor could hav been quoted from the political 
works of Thomas Paine and other distinguished 
writers not mentioned by the World, for all clear 
thinkers hav recognized that there must be a well- 
defined limit to the power of a majority no less 
than to that of a king if the individual is to retain 
a shadow even of self-sovereignty. It is preposter- 
ous to say that the majority may enact any law that 
it sees fit, and that the minority must submit be- 
cause the government is in formarepublic. If that 
is true, what has become of the constitutional 


guarantees of liberty to liv, to acquire, and to en-, 


joy? If there is no limit to the authority of the 
majority, what has become of the constitutional in- 
hibition of the union of church and state? The 
plain truth is that the minority is under moral ob- 
ligation to respect all statutes that the law-making 
authority has the natural and constitutional right 
to enact, and the obligation ends right there 
When the king or the majority usurps authority he 
or it is the reallaw-breaker. Would the Republican 
venture to claim that if the legislature of Massa. 
chusetts should decree that every person in the 
state must attend religious services once each Sun- 
day the Freethinking minority would be under any 
moral obligation to obey the law? The law itself 
would be a usurpation and as such would be null 
and void under the fundamental law of both the 
state and man’s nature. So of the Sabbath law 
and a multitude of other enactments of a usurping 
majority or a scheming minority. It was against 
such unwarranted statutes as these that Mill.and 
others protested and the World, was amply justified 
in using their protests in the connection it did. 
The Republican should rise above such fetich 
worship. s 


The New York Press has some interesting com- 
ments on the Ballyvadiea, Ireland, witch-burning 
case and the verdict of the jury: 

** There was every element of intent necessary to con- 
stitute murder in the first degree, for the prisoner 
thought that the spirit he expelled from his victim's 
body was that of à witch who had dispossessed his wife's 
Spirit. Yet, while there was intent as to the witch, there 
was none as to the wife. It was the murderer's intent 
that she should be restored to her own, of which the 
witch had despoiled her. Still, as the wife was slain, 
though unintentionally, in the course of the commission 
of a felony, the supposed murder of the. witch, the com- 
vassing of the wife's death remains murder in the first 
degree. 

“Yet, though technical proof of capital crime was 
clear, the man would hav been hanged had he been con- 
victed of capital crime for seeking to exorcise an evil 
spirit, an action for which he had divine precedent in 
Judea, and, we do not doubt, centuries of human practice 
in Ballyvadlea, where he lived. That was his true intent, 
whatever form his action took, and that is not & crime; in 
fact, it is in no way known to the law." 

There can be no doubt that the murderer acted 
honestly in obedience to the teachings of the Bible, 
and in harmony with long established precedent, as 
the Press says, and that the manslaughter verdict 
is illogical. So, while the law of the present can 
not recognize the crime of witch-killing and must 
take the intent into account, and as the Ballyvad- 
lea murderer did not intend to kill his wife, it ap- 
pears that some other verdict should hav been 
found. The Press says that in this country we 
would hav “dodged the question with an insanity 
verdict.” But would that hav been dodging the 
question? It is true, as our contemporary objects, 
that that would hav involved bringing in as crazy 
the wife’s family, the ‘ doctor,” and most of the 
rest of the village; very well, they are either crazy 
or imbecil. Allowing all that may be asked in ex- 
tenuation on the ground of divine sanction and life- 
long belief, it remains true that this explains only 
the murderous pursuit of the “ witch”; it does not 
explain the burning to death of the woman; that 
can be accounted for only on the ground of drivel- 
ing imbecility, for the veriest slave of the Bible 


must know from experience that fire consumes the - 
body, and that a body so consumed does not come 
to life. Incarceration in a lunatic asylum or in a 
home for the feeble-minded is the only approxi- 
mately just, the only logical, and the only really 
educativ disposal that can be made of such an irre- 
sponsible creature as Cleary. That is where Jesus 
would go were he here now, and claiming to drive 
devils out of people and into swine. 


** With God co-extensiv, with an infinit universe iden- 
tified with its powers, with its rational order, with its 
transcendent beauty, with its throbbing life; everywhere 
appealing to the heart and revealing truth and duty to the 
mind of man; with what changed views do we look out 
upon the world and upon science? Science becomes the 
very handmaid of religion and the order of revelation. 
Just as fast and just as far as we are learning to know the 
universe, we are learning to know God.—J. €. L., in the 
New Unity. . 

As has so often been said before, for the man 
who sits in comfort in & snug office, who has a full 
stomach and good digestion, is well clothed and 
on fairly good terms with his fellow citizens, it ia very 
easy to talk as “J. O. L.” does. One talks that way 
because reason is silenced by feeling. Many who 
are thus favorably situated do not talk in that way. 
They reason by induction from a great number of 
observed facts. Their cogitation is neither purcly 
subjectiv nor entirely based on their personal expe- 
rienos. They frankly confess that they know 
nothing of a god “co-extensiv with an infinit uni- 
verse, identified with its powers,” but they say with 
equal frankness that if they could trace in that uni- 
verse the designs of such an infinit god they 
should hold that god to be morally imperfect ; 
they could not do less and be loyal to their own 
moral natures. The only ethics that they know 
anything about, while they are the product of evo- 
lution in nature, are not sanctioned by nature ex- 
cept as nature is specialized in the most aivanced 
racesof men. As to the other specific avermonts of 
«J. C. L,” itis pertinent to inquire where he finds 
« rational order” in the earthquakes that destroyed 
Lisbon and the cities of the island of Java, in the 
cyclones and hurricanes that prostrate beautiful 
forests, and in the cosmic catastrophes that whelm 
planets and stars in ruin. There is “transcendent 
beauty” in nature? Yes, sometimes, but there is 
often ugliness and hideous deformity. “Throbbing 
life"? Yes, and equally pervasiv decay and death. 
And these everywhere appeal to the heart? Yes, 
but as often to still it with fear or contract it with 
loathing as to cause it to pulsate with joy and 
admiration. The facts of nature reveal “ truth and 
duty to the mind of man”? Yes; it is a truth that 
the sting of the fer de lance is beyond cure, that 
the germs of terrible diseases lurk in the food we 
eat, but these are unpleasant truths, and the duty 
that they and an uncounted number like them im- 
pose upon us is to maintain a desperate and unceas- 
ing struggle for existence with the cosmic nature. 
Science is destined to destroy the last vestige of 
supernatural religion for a time, Lut when the 
planet on which we dwell begins to die the race of 
man will partake of the common decrepitude, as the 
resources of physical existence commence to wither, 
and the race, like the individual, will pass from the 
mid-life of rationalism to the senility of religious 
second childhood. But that epoch is probably 
hundreds of thousands or perhaps millions of 
years in the future, and so does not vitally concern 
us of to-day. Finally, * just as fast and just as far 
as we are learning to know the universe,” we are 
forgetting what our less developed ancestors knew 
about the gods. 


` . 
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` 


d —Onset Bay, Mass...........ee A Shaksvere 
s$ ac ego Me sarsereseestesstrseesereeey The Bible 
Sept. 1—Olear Lake, Ia... Lineoln 
** . 8—Peoria, Ill............. een Lincoln 
*  8—Des Moines, Ia.......... eee Lineoln 
* 17—Stamford, Oonn............. eee Lineoln 


—————M——————— 

With regard to the merely contingent, or, as it 
may be called, constructiv injury which a person 
causes in society by conduct which neither violates 
any specifig duty to the publie nor occasions per- 
ceptible hurt to any assignable individual except 
himself, the inconvenience is one which society can 
afford to bear for the sake of the greater good of 
human freedom.— John Stuart Mill. 
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News and Notes. 


Shakspere’s day! What a day it was—of joy, of 
roses, of bloom and splendor; & day when man and 
nature blend in perfect poesy. The home of Shak- 
svere, the river Avon, the green fields, the beauti- 
ful church, the embowering groves, the thousand 
flowers, make & world of delight; the past and 
present mingling in glory and romance. What 
memories illuminate the brain at the magic word 
*Shakspere!" what a long procession moves 
athwart the mind, what pomp, what variety, what 
passion, what power. And here is the land of his 
birth. Here he gathered the treasures of nature, 
here he caught the music of the birds and plucked 
the flowers, here he felt the flame of love and the 
grand ambition of youth, and here, after the tri- 
umphs of an eventful life, he found the repose of 
death. How the heart thrills and the imagination 
kindles at Stratford-upon-Avon! Scott, Burns, 
Byron, and then Shakspere, who comprehends them 
all in the amplitude of his genius and enriches 
them and us so that poetry and art hereafter are a 
common heritage, like the earth, and sun, and sky. 

I did not come a solitary pilgrim to this memo- 
rable shrine. Not simply the dead, but the living 
world itself was round about my pathway, as vari- 
able as the pages of Shakspere himself, and the 
comedy of life softened and glorified its tragedy. 
Like Chaucer’s company, we found as much wisdom 
in play as in labor itself, and certainly no one can 
appreciate Shakspere who does not see the joy of 
life as well as its shadows. . 

I must describe the companions of my delightful 
journey, who added the luster of Freethought to 
the reminiscences of the poetic past. 

Robert Taylor is the captain of the Birmingham 
host, and, after being twenty-three years in the 
military service of his couniry, is fully capable for 
the position. He has traveled over a good part of 
the Old World, and expects eventually to see the 
New. He is a jolly story-teller. He has gathered 
his materials from many a campfire and curious 
adventure, and there is not asubject he cannot illu- 
minate with some telling anecdote. James Part- 
ridge, the secretary, is a quiet and persevering 
man, and does the hard and silent work without 
which there is no public success. W. T. Pitt, the 
treasurer, has the knack of paying all the bills, 
which makes the passage of life a free-and-easy one 
to the Secular Pilgrim. Joseph H. Ridgway, vice- 
president of the society, I hav already referred to 
as & stalwart veteran. Mr. Stephen Armfield was 
ordained to preach the gospel according to Meth- 
odism, but found in Freethought and hard work a 
better field for humanity and truth. David Thomas 
Bullowsis thesinger of our party, who puts the music 
in where it does the most good, and adds to the fes- 
tivity and romance of the occasion; and Charles 
Henry Cattell joins us with Freddie Cattell, the 
grandson of Charles Watts, so that my famous 
American co worker has the dignity of a grandsire, 
which, of course, he carries with vigorous ease. 
This was a typical English parts, proud of their 
own land, yet cosmopolitan in spirit, literary, poet- 
ical, musical, historical, anecdotal, reminiscent, and 
prophetic, so there was plenty of Promethean fire 
all along the way. 

: We left Birmingham at 9 40 in the morning, and 
it was about 11 o'clock a.m. when we rolled into the 
station at Stratford upon-Avon. Stratford hasa pop- 
ulation of about 10,000. It is one of the cleanest and 
handsomest towns in England at the present time. 
It looks like a parlor. It has quite an aspect of 
modern magnificence. The old parts of the town 
are not apparent without a searching look. Igna- 
tius Donnelly, the anti-Shaksperean critic, says that 
Stratford was a “dirty little town.” I can see no 
evidence of this. All towns were dirty three cen- 
turies ago to what they are now. London was 
simply horrible. Stratford was no worse than its 
neighbors. It was evidently a town of some im- 
portance, the center of business for an extensiv 
agricultural country, where crowds would gather 
on market days, and a bright boy would hav a 
chance to see a vast deal of human nature. It was 
not a country place that Shakspere lived in, but a 
bustling trading-point, which would afford much 
stimulation and knowledge to a youthful genius. 
Donuelly is very much out of the way when he calls 
Stratford a “dirty little town ” in order to belittle 
Shakspere. At the time in which Shakspere lived, 
Stratford might be called a leading provincial town, 
and of this town Shakspere’s father was the chief 
magistrate, and must hav been a man of energy and 
ability. Stratford was not a stagnant village. 
Shakspere was born amidst activ and superior ele- 
ments of English life. 

The first thing to attract our attention was the 
handsome American monument, which is gratifying 
as the expression of our national feeling for Eng- 


land’s greatest bard. They say that more Ameri- 
cans visit Stratford every year than Englishmen. 
It appears that every American tourist makes it a 
point to see Shakspere’s birthplace without fail. 

But I cannot linger at the monument. It is too 
modern. I want to get back to the old times; to 
the very hearthstone of Shakspere, and here, in a 
little while, I stand, beneath the very roof under 
which he was born. The big old-fashioned fire- 
place is before me. The iron dogs are gone, but 
the very stones are there where the fire glowed, and 
on the side are the stone seats under the chimney 
where, I suppose, little Willie must hav sat when 
the embers were low and it was cold. At any rate, 
I sat myself down on these snug stone seats where 
Shakspere might hav toasted his shins. This was 
in the kitchen with its stone floor. Overhead is the 
room where Shakspere was born; not much of & 
room now, but more royal than the court of any 
prince. I should think about & million names were 
scribbled all over the walls and the window-panes ; 
among them, by careful observation, might be dis- 
cerned Scott’s, Byron’s, Carlyle’s, Dickens’s, Thack- 
eray's, etc., but it is almost impossible to distin- 
guish. In another room opposit is a portrait of 
Shakspere, probably the finest extant. To my mind 
it is certainly a veritable portrait, and conveys & 
noble impression of the poet. This portrait was 
discovered a few years ago among some old relics. 
It had a thick, heavy beard upon it. It was found, 
however, that this beard did not belong to the 
original picture, aud, being carefully cleaned off, a 
new face appears—the face of Shakspere himself. 
It is constantly guarded, being framed in a fire- 
proof iron safe, which is locked every night. It is 
a priceless treasure. I do not like the ordinary 
pictures of Shakspere. They convey no impression 
of genius or character. One might think Shakspere 
was only a comfortable burgher looking at these 
pictures. It is a heavy unintellectual face that con- 
fronts us, in which there seems to be no fine play 
of wit and cheer. But in this portrait now hung 
upon the walls of Shakspere’s home, and of which 
I believe there is no copy elsewhere, we see the real 
man, a8 described by Ben Jonson—“ honest, brave, 
oper, free, gentle, and witty.” Here we see the 
lips that the muses might hav kissed; the eyes 
where genius makes the world luminous, and the 
dome-like forehead. In connection with this por. 
trait I am reminded of the Kesselstadt mask, which 
I think is the most wonderful and pathetic expres- 
sion of Shakspere’s face ever given. Here we see 
the grandeur, the delicacy, the subtlety, the mobil- 
ity of the poet-genius. Thus in the shadow of 
death, iuther than in the fleshly lineaments of life, 
are revealed the depths and intensities of Shak- 
spere’s inner being. . 

I cannot describe the many relics and curiosities, 
pictures, books, manuscripts, etc., now gathered 
within the poet's birthplace. Amidst the mingling 
rain and sunshine we journey to Shottery, about 
three miles from Shakspere's early home. Here,on 
a bit of rising ground, is Ann Hathaway's cottage 
surrounded by an old garden, in which are many of 
the Shaksperean flowers. The cottage has been 
divided into three portions. The central portion is 
& fairly large room, with quaint chimney corner. 
There is an old settle with high back, and the win- 
dow, under which Shakspere might hav done his 
courting in the “good old days." Up-stairs is a 
beautiful carved bedstead, which shows the care 
and workmanship lavished on furniture in the Mid- 
dle Ages. This bedstead existed in the Hathaway 
house before the time of our poet. An old woman 
has charge of the house, a descendant of the Hath- 
aways. She is eighty-three years old, and is a 
sprightly and chipper old lady. She can talk the 
day long. She is full of the old days, of her great- 
great-grandfather, and great-great-grandaunt, etc. 
It was a pleasure to listen to her traditions. I liked 
the cottage and its surroundings. The modern look 
has not yet appeared as in bustling Stratford. The 
glamour of the old days is almost undisturbed. The 
garden has an ancient flavor. The flowers are in 
wild profusion, and we are permitted the blessed 
privilege of plucking a few. At Shakspere’s birth- 
place there is a garden in which are blooming, it is 
said, all the flowers spoken of in Shakspere’s 
drama, but the guardians will not allow one even 
to stroll through it,and not a petal is to be had for 
love or money. They are not so strict at Ann 
Hathaway's cottage, and you can roam around to 
your heart’s content, and dream of the lovers of 
the “ golden time.” 

There is no evidence that the poet’s married life 
was an unhappy one; that he ever ceased his affec- 
tion for his wife, or that he went to London from 
any other motiv than an honorable desire to better 
his condition and that of his family. There is no 
evidence that he ever stole the deer or was arrested 
for any youthful escapade and had to run away. 


There is no doubt that Shakspere was a manly 
youth, honest, straightforward, energetic, and 
handsome. He went to London to make a fortune. 
He probably had many good friends to help him, 
among them the actors who visited his nativ town, 
and were cordially welcomed and sustained by 
Shakspere’s father, who was fond of dramatic en- 
tertainments. There is no evidence that Shakspere 
went to London penniless, or that he was obliged 
to hold horses at the theater doors for a scanty liv- 
ing. Shakspere was a first-class business man, 
practical and sagacious, if he was a poet. I hav no 
doubt he went to London with a good capital to 
start with and ample support. He was the kind of 
aman to make friends and to keep them. Shaks- 
pere became for his time a very wealthy man; and 
not by luck, but by foresight, labor, pluck, and per- 
severance. 

From Ann Hathaway’s cottage we drive to the 
church, a noble structure, which shows by its size 
and stateliness that Stratford must hav been a town 
of note before Shakspere’s era. What a beautiful 
churchyard is here, the sunlight falling through the 
green arches upon the green grass and the solemn 
gravestones, even as when the poet mused and 
dreaméd along the banks of Avon. We enter the 
church and wander among the memorials of the 
dead. We stand by the tomb of Shakspere. I can 
only express myself in the noble words of Wash- 
ington Irving: 

“There are other monuments around, but the 
mind refuses to dwell on anything that is not con- 
nected with Shakspere ; his idea pervades the place, 
the whole pile seems to be his mausoleum. The 
feelings, no longer checked and thwarted by doubt, 
here indulge in perfect confidence. Other traces 
of him may be false or dubious, but here is palpa- 
ble evidence and absolute certainty. As I trod the 
sounding pavement there was something intense 
and thrilling in the idea that in very truth the re- 
mains of Shakspere were mouldering beneath my 
feet. It was along time before I could prevail 
upon myself to leave the place, and as I passed 
through the church-yard I plucked & branch from 
one of the yew-trees, the only relic I hav brought 
from Stratford.” 

As I was passing through the same church-yard 
I found the workman cutting down an ancient yew- 
tree, of which I secured a branch, also some leaves 
and grass, and yellow buttercups and white daisies 
and a beautiful red rose, in whose fading splendors 
I shall ever see the glory of Stratford church. 

From the church-yard we walk past the great 
Lucy Mill, built about two centuries ago, from un- 
der whose wheel the waters of the Avon swirl and 
dash away; thence we pass over a foot-bridge to 
the other side of the river ; and here for a half hour 
or 80 we remain under the stone bridge of the rail- 
way, for the rain in coming down in torrents It 
was a picturesque scene, the old bridge, the mill 
and wheel, the church tower just beyond, glimpses 
of the village, a couple of fishermen on the banks, 
the prosperous Londoner, besides the yokel who 
does not seem to hav changed since Shakespere's 
time, and our own company trying to be as philo- 
sophical as possible. When there is & burst of 
sunshine we make a start over the meadows. "Thé 
rain, however, has only stopped in order to make a 
more furious onset, which we meet just we are half 
across. But the rain adds such a misty loveliness 
to the whole scene that I cannot but remain and 
enjoy it even if Ido get wet to the skin. The 
river is flowing along, and beyond it on the wooded 
bank looms: the church in a veil of shining mist ; 
and the trees seem to be dripping with a million 
diamonds, and the grass presents the freshness and 
cleanliness of an emerald floor, and the roofs of the 
houses glitter where the columns of rain are already 
marching off from the advancing sun. 

All this journeying and sight-seeing does at last 
make us hungry, hungry as bears. We therefore be- 
take ourselvs to Swan’s Nest Hotel. This used to 
be called « The Leg of Mutton,” and the picture of 
the leg of mutton is still there. I like the title 
“Leg of Mutton.” Itis not so euphonious as 
the present name, but it is more suggestiv to the 
hungry traveler. However, it is a jolly tavern and 
we gather around the table and proceed to demolish 
about the best beefsteak I hav ever tackled. As 
they say in Western parlance, it goes to the spot. 
If Shakspere lived on such beefsteak as this, no 
wonder that he produced such glorious poetry. 
Beefsteak is much better than Bacon, I think, for 
Shakspere poetry. 

After the pleasant festivities of the table, we visit 
the Memorial Theater, Library, and Picture Gal- 
lery. This pile of buildings will always be con- 
nected with the name of Charles Fowler, who gave 
the grounds and worked energetically for its com- 
pletion. Within is a large library devoted entirely 
to Shakspere—his works printed in almost every 
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language. In the last report is noted a donation of 
books in the Cingalese. In the picture gallery are 
„portraits of actors and actresses in their great 
Shaksperian characters, and engravings and paint- 
ings of many of the famous scenes in the poet's 
plays. We climb the tower, from whence there is a 
vast and beautiful view of the city and surrounding 
country. In April the month of Shakspere's 
birth, the theater is open, and the best dramas of 
English literature are produced. There is gener- 
ally & fortnight’s festivities, and it is a wonderful 
occasion for the lovers of hakspere. From the 
building we pass forth into the gardens alongside 
the Avon, where one can sit for hours and watch 
the ever. changing prospect and the varying faces of 
people from all parts of the world who come to see 
the memorials of England's greatest glory. 

Thence I go to the grammar school where Shak- 
spere learned “a little Latin and less Greek.” This 
school and the guild were in existence in the four- 
teenth century. The long room on the ground 
floor was the Guild Hall. This hall is interesting 
from the fact that it was the scene of dramatic 
representation in the poet’s youth. John Shak- 
spere, the poet’s father, greatly encouraged the 
drama while mayor. This was when Willie was 
about five years old. Does it not seem probable 
that the child’s imagination was fired by witness- 
ing these performances. Here is the Latin school- 
room in which the poet received his classical educa- 
tion, and the very desk is shown at which he used 
to study. Shakspere went to school until his fif- 
teenth year, when reverses in his father's estate 

‘caused him to be taken out to work on the farm. 
Still he might hay been fitted for the university 
while in school. The school dates from Edward 
VI, and the opportunities for instruction were quite 
favorable. At the time of. Shakspere's youth chil- 
dren were sent to the English schools at the age of 
five, and at seven they commenced the study of 
Latin, the regular course taking about ten years, so 
that boys usually left school for university studies 

` at the age of fifteen. Among the books read were 
those of Esop, Ovid, Virgil Terence, Cicero, 
Horace, and Seneca. Shakspere might hav been 
familiar with all these authors when he left: Avon. 
He had good opportunities for a classical educa- 
tion, much more than Ben Jonson gives him credit 
for There is not a particle of classical scholarship 
displayed in Shakspere’s poems that he could not 
hav acquired before he was fifteen years old. 

From tke grammar school we turn our steps to 
the New Place where Shakspere passed the last 
years of his life. Alas! the house where Shakspere 
lived is gone, only the foundation is left. It was a 
clergyman who cut down Shakspere’s favorit mul- 
berry-tree in the garden, and also demolished the 
house itself in 1759. He left Stratford immediately 
amid the curses of the inhabitants. The New 
Place is, at present, a beautiful garden, with many 
lovely flowers and smooth greensward, and the 
old stump of the mulberry-tree, which still produces 
some leaves, and is now carefully guarded from the 
ravages of time and clergymen. I suppose the 
modern elegance of the place givs but little idea of 
what it was in Shakspere’s time, seeing that the 
building itself is obliterated; but here is the-soil 
on which Shakspere trod when he rested from his 
labors; and here was the serene ending of a most 
wonderful life. Shakspere’s mind was so full in all 
directions; it was in such exquisit harmony with 
nature aod equipoise with all life,so calm and deep, 
that he needed no outward pomp for the expres- 
sion of his genius, no palace, no «golden round,” 
only the sweet felicity of flowers and grass and the 
summer’s sky. The greatness of Shakspere is 
shown in the placidity of his closing years. 

Returning to “The Swan’s Nest” we cross over 
the Avon by the old Clopton bridge. This is built 
of stone, and very old stone, too. It was the work 
of Sir Hugh Clopton, lord mayor of London, in 
the reign of King Henry the Seventh. It is 376 
yards in length, and has fourteen principal arches. 
It is even for to-day an admirable structure. The 
building of a bridge like this at so early a date, 
shows the importance of Stratford. In 1643 the 
Queen of Charles the First, Henrietta Maria, hav- 
ing to stay in Stratford, chose New Place as hor 
residence. She was entertained by Shakspere’s 
daughter for three weeks during these troublous 
times. 

I did not hav an opportunity to visit the cottage 

` of Mary Arden at Wilmcote. Mary was the young- 
est daughter of Robert Arden, esquire of Warwick- 
shire. Her marriage portion was fifty acres of ara- 
ble land, six of meadow and a right of commonage, 
whieh was considerable property for that age. Her 
father's family must hav been cultivated and well- 
to-do. In 1557 she married John Shakspere. In 
“1564 the poet was born. ; i 

‘Mary Arden must hav been a beautiful woman, 


with good blood and good brain and a happy 
genius. From her motherhood came the crowning 
glory of the human race. In the temple of her 
body nature breathed its divinest melody, and the 
* miracle of birth” revealed its most wondrous joy. 
The Shakespere day is accelerating its close to 
the Secular Pilgrim. The golden sunlight is over 
all the beautiful city; over the broad meadows and 
winding stream; over the stately church and loveli- 
ness of the quiet graveyard; over the lowly birth- 
place, and the gardens and paths of immortal love; 
over the sweet cottages and the embowering roses; 
over the forests thrilling with romance like those of 
Arden itself; over the Memorial building, and the 
Fountain, and the bright dwellings where modern 
luxuriance seems to drop like a jewel into the misty 
past and melt in the mild radiance of antiquity. 
Beautiful scene! and in this enchanting hour of 
mingling day and night, the chambers of the brain 
all crowded with imageries of Shakspere, and the 
heart filled with unutterable emotions as the voices 
of the ages seem to call in tenderest music; in this 
resplendent evening we glide over the bosom of the 
river Avon. We see the fishermen along the banks; 
the boys in bathing; the boats sweeping past; the 
dimpling waters whispering to the shores. There 
are the willows and the rushes; the leafy beds of 


_osiers; the mossy stone steps; the little bird on its 


precarious perch swaying almost to the water as it 
poises to take flight again; the green meadows and 
blue hills in the dim distance; the cattle coming to 
drink, or standing in the shallow water; the hedge- 
rows and the flowers reflected in the glassy depths; 
the buds of the water-lily, and the tiny water-rat 
plunging in and leaving a bubble or two on the 
placid surface; tall poplars and elms that fringe 
the bank, and flowers—the flowers of Shakspere. 
Think of them all—the daffodils, the violets, the 
primroses, the cowslips, the Mary-buds, the honey- 
suckle, the pansies, and columbine. Do we not 
hear the song— 
When daisies pied, and violets blue, 
And Jady-smocks all silver white, 
And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue, 
Do paint the meadows with delight. 

And so, with the rhythm of the poet vibrating in 
the mind, and the river flowing musically along as 
it flowed centuries ago, when 

Sweetest Shakspere, fancy’s child, 

Warbled his nativ wood-notes wild, 
dreamily we voyage the Avon while the sunset light 
is flushed with the emerald-hues of leaf and grass, 
dancing far as the eye can range to some Orphic 
harmony; and then our songs break forth, songs of 
nativ land, songs of freedom and of humanity; and 
from the opulent past, where man has blazoned his 
magnificent genius from nature's burning heat, we 
look into the future with hope born of a thousand 
years of toil and in the splendor of Shakspere's 
genius and the splendor of his nativ soil, we see 
all life enriched, all work made glorious, and the 
thought and heart of man triumphant. 

Samur P. Pornam. 


More Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 


I note below some “ self-contradictions of the 
Bible,” additional, I believe, to those in the two 
valuable printed collections Taz Trura SEEKER has 
already published. They are cumulativ only, and 
do not pretend to any novelty, but you may pos- 
sibly think them worth going on record, as addi- 
tional proofs that what is called inspiration does 
not prevent the Bible from contradicting itself in 
numerous instances, both as to historical facts and 
as to doctrinal and moral statements. If it can not 
be depended upon in either of these matters, what 
is it good for? I answer: It is a very interest- 
ing collection of historical, poetical, and theological 
writings, just as much inspired as Homer, Shak- 
spere, Bacon, Tennyson, Macaulay, or Sir John 
Sumner Maine. 

It would be an interesting and useful undertak- 
ing to make an exhaustivly complete collection of 
these self contradictions, and to add an account of 
a number of discrepancies of other kinds, such as 
cases of unfulfilled prophecy; contradictions on a 
larger scale, such as those between the whole spirit 
and character of Ecclesiastes, on the one hand, and 
Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians, on the other; be- 
tween the Gospel of John and the Revelation of 
John, etc. ; obvious absurdities and impossibilities, 
like the doctrin of death by sin, the story of Jonah, 
the facts about the Exodus, the story of the ser- 
pent in Eden, the deluge story, etc.; cases of in- 
conclusiv reasoning, of which St. Paul alone fur- 
nishes enough; cases of what may be called 
belligerent piety, such as the quarrel between Paul 
and Peter; and soon. There should be added a 
very brief summary statement of what the Bible is 
and what it is not, and the quotations and subject- 
matter should be rearranged and well indexed. It 


appears to me that any truth seeker would find a. 
good deal of healthy satisfaction for his appetite 
for truth in such a volume. 

The following passages are not in any particular 
order, and some of them are additional cases simi- 
lar to others alreadv printed. If you should find 
these worth using, I may perhaps trouble you some- 
lime with additional ones. 


Very respectfully yours, Priaairs 


1. The house of Eli to walk before God forever: 

I said indeed that thy house and the house of thy father 
should walk before me forever.—1 Sam ii, 30. 

But they are not to walk after all: 


But now the Lord saith. Ba it far from me ' * * Bə- 
hold, - * * I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy 
father's house, that there shall not be au old man in thine 
house * and all the increas? of thine house shall 
die in the flower of their age. —1 Sam. ii, 80-83. 

2. Israel and the house of David to be established 
forever: 

Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel. 
and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of- 
their own, and move no more.—2 Sam. vii, 10.-— 

None of David's seed to prosper or to rule in 
Judah : 

Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this man [viz., Coniah or 
Jehoiachin] childless, a man that shall not prosper in his 
days; for no more of his seed shall prosper, sitting apon 
the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah. — 
Jer. xxii, 30. : 

8. Ephraim shall return into Egypt : 

Becanse Ephraim hath made many altars to sin * * * 
the Lord accepteth them not; * they shall return 
to Egypt.— Hos. viii, 11, 18. 

Ephraim shall not return into Egypt: 


He [Ephraim] shall not return into the land of. Egypt, 
but the Assyrian shall be his king. —Hos. xi, 5. 


4. Paul remained at Damascus after his vision, 
until he went to Jerusalem: 
Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which 


.| were at Damascus. —Acts ix, 19. 


But Saul * confounded the Jews which were at 
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ —Acts ix, 22. 

And when Saul was eome to Jerusalem he essayed to 
join himself to the disciples. —Acts ix. 26. 

But showed first unto them of Damascus and at Jera- 
salem * that they should repent.— Acts xxvi, 20. 


Paul left Damascus at once for Arabia, and did 
not go to Jerusalem until three years later: 

But when it pleased God to reveal his son in me " * * 
immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood; neither 
went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles be- 
fore me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto 
Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusa- 
lem.—Gal. i, 15-19. 

' 5. Jacob's name was changed to Israel at Peniel, 
east of Jordan: 

Thy name shall be ealled no more Jacob, but Israel; for 
as a prince hast thou power with God and man, and hast 
prevailed; * * * and Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniel. —Gen. xxxii, 28, 30. 

But it was at Bethel, west of Jordan: 

And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob; thy name 
shall not he called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be th 
name, and he called his name Israel. . . . And Jaco 
called the name of the p'ace where God spake with him 
Beth-el, —Gen. xxxv, 10, 15. 

6. The building of the temple stopped in the be- 
ginning of the reign of Artaxerxes or Ahasuerus 
(about 5. c. 465), and resumed under Darius—as if 
Darius reigned after Artaxerxes: 

And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his 
reign wrote they unto bim an accusation against the in- 
habitants of Judah and Jerusalem. * Then ceased 
the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem °°‘ 
unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of 
Persia.—Ezra iv, 4, 5, 6, 24. 

But the temple was finished fifty years before, in 
the sixth year of Darius, who reigned fifty years 
before Artaxerxes, about Bc 515: 

And the elders of the Jews builded, * * * and this house 
was finished * * * in the sixth year of the reign of Da- 
rins the king.—Ezra vi, 15. 

7. Noah's grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
spoke various languages: 

The sons of Japheth, Gomer * * and Javan 
* and the sons of Gomer ' * and the sons of Ja- 
van. * By these were the isles of the gentiles di- 
vided in their lands; everyone after his tongue, after their 
families, in their nations.— Gen. x, 2, 3, 4, 5. ` 

(The same for the sons of Ham, Gen. x, 20; and for the 
sons of Shem, Gen. x, 20, 31). 

At a subsequent date all men spoke the same lan- 
guage: l i 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one 
speech. —Gen. xi, 1. 

8. Adam's first-born was Cain: 

And Adam knew Eve, his wife, and she conceived. and 
bare Cain, and said, I hav gotten a man from the Lord. 
— Gen. iv, 1. 

Adam's first-born was Seth: 

And Adam lived a hundred and thirty yeare, and begat 
a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his 
name Seth. —Gen. v, 8. 

9. The Lord's supper was on the day before the 
passover : ; 
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Now, before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come supper being 
ended he riseth from supper. —John xiii, 1, 4. 


The Lord's supper was on the day of the pass- 
dis viz., on the first day of the feast of unleavened 
read: 


Now, the first day of the feast of uuleavened bread the 
disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt 
thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover? And 
the disciples made ready the passover. Now 
when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.— 
Mat. xxvi, 17, 19, 20. 

(Mark and Luke to the same effect.) 


10. Solomon had peace on all sides around about 
him: 


He [z. e., Solomon] had dominion over all across the 
river, from Tiphsah to Azzah, over all the kings across 
the river; and he had peace on all sides round abont him. 
—1 Kings iv, 24. 

He did not hav peace on all sides round about him : 


Rezon, the son of Eliadah was an adversary 
to Israel all the days ot Solomo», besides the mischief 
that Hadad did. Aud Jeroboam the son of Nebat * * ° 
evon He lifted up his hand against the king.—1 Kings xi, 
28, 25, 26. 


11. The tabernacle was in the middle of the camp 
of the Hebrews: 


The families of the Gershonites shall pitch behind the 
tabernacle westward * The families of the sons of 
Kohath shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle south- 
ward. * ' * The families of Merari * * ghall pitch 
on the side of the tabernacle northward. * Bat 
those that encamp before the tabernacle toward the east 
i * ghall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons.—Num. 

28, 29, 35, 38. 
The tabernacle was outside the camp: 


But there remained two of the men in the camp * ° ° 
and they went not out unto the tabernacle, and 
they prophesied in the camp.—Num. vi, 26. 

And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto 
Aaron, and unto Miriam: Come out ye three unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came 
out.—Num. xii, 4. 


12. The ascension of Jesus was on the evening of 
the third day after the crucifixion : 


To-day is the third day since these things were done. 
* * * And they rose up the same hour and returned to 
Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together. 
* * * And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in 
in the midst of them. * * * And he led them out as 
far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he 
was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.— 
Luke xxiv, 21, 38, 36, 50, 51. 

The ascension of Jesus took place forty days 
after the crucifixion : 


* ' * He [Jesus] showed himself alive after his pas- 
sion by many infallible proofs, being seen * ° * forty 
days * * * And when he had spoken these things, 
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight.—Acts i, 3, 9. 


13. John the Baptist, before his disciples, recog- 
nized Jesus, and testified to his mission: 


Again the next day after, John stood, and two of his 
disciples, and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith: 
Behold the Lamb of God!—John i, 35, 36. 


Disciples of Joha who knew nothing of Jesus: 


And a certain Jew named Apollos spake and 
taught diligentlv the things of the Lord, knowing only 
the baptism of John.—Aots xviii, 24, 25. 

Paul * came to Ephesns; and finding certain 
disciples he saith unto them, Hav ye received the Holy 
Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We 
hav not so much 8s heard whether there be any Holy 
Ghost, And he said unto them, Unto what were ye then 
baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 7 
They were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, —Aots 
xix, 1-5. 

14. A false prophet is known by his recommend- 
ing other gods than Jehovah : 


Tf there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of 
dreams, and giveth thee a sign or & wonder, and the sign 
or the wonder come to pass whereof he spake unto thee, 
saying, Let us go after other gods which thou has not 
known, and let us serve them; thou shalt not hearken 
unto the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. 
s * And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, 
shall be put to death.—Deut. xiii, 1, 2, 3, 5. 


A false prophet is known by the failure of his 
prediction : 

When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if 
the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing 
which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken it presumptuously; thou shalt not be afraid of 
him, — Deut, xviii, 22. 

15. Man to die in the day when he should eat of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil: 

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou 
shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof, 
thou shalt surely die.—Gen. ii, 17. 

Man did not die in the day when he ate of it: 

(See Gen. iii, 9-23; ending.) Therefore the Lord God 
sent him forth from the garden of Eden to till the ground 
from whence he was taken.—Gen. iii, 23. 

16. Jesus taught to love our enemies and do good 
to them that hate us: 

But I say, Love your enemies, do good to them which 
hate you, bless them which carse you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you.—Luke vi, 27, 28. 

. Paul contradicts Jesus, and says our enemies 
ought to be made to smart for it: 


Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil; the 
Lord reward him according to his works.—2 Tim. iv. 14. 

Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense 
tribulation to them which trouble you.—2 Thess, i, 6. 


17. Jesus promises the apostles high positions in 
the next world: 


And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that 
ye which hav followed me, in the regeneration when the 
son of man shall sit upon the throne of his glory, ye also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.—Mat. xix, 28. 


Jesus had no authority to giv the apostles high 
positions in the next world: 


Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children. * 

* Shesaith unto him, Grant that these, my two sons, 
may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the 
left, in thy kingdom. But Jesus answered and said, ^ * 
* to siton my right haud and on my left, is not mine to 
giv.—Mat. xx, 20, 21, 22, 23. 

18. None but Jesus Christ has immortality. 


Our Lord Jesus * * * who only hath immortality.— 
1 Tim. vi, 14-16. 


All the redeemed hav immortality : 


* This mortal must put on immortality. So when 
$ * this mortal shall hav put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying which is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory.—1 Cor xv, 53-4. 


19. Paul is referred to men for instructions in his 
missionary work: 


And I said, What shall I do. Lord? And the Lord said 
unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall 
be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to 
do. —Aots xxii, 10. 


Paul's commission given him on the spot: 


* I. e.,] Jesus hav appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, - * delivering thee from the people, and 
from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee.—Acts 
xxvi, 15-18. 

20. Jesus intended his gospel for the Jews only: 


Go not into the way of the gentile, and into any city 
of the Samaritans enter ye not; but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.—Mat. x, 5, 6. 

Iam not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.—Mat. xv, 24. 

This day is salvation come to this house, for 80 much as 
he also is à son of Abraham.— Luke xix, 9. 

Salvation is of the Jews.—John iv, 22. 


Paul and Peter contradict Jesus, and say the 
gospel is for the gentiles also. 


Of a truth I [i. e., Peter] perceive that God is no re- 
specter of persons; but in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.— 
Acts x, 84. 

Then hath God also to the gentiles granted repentance 
unto life.—Acts xi, 18. 

That I [i €., Paul] should be the minister of Jesus 
Christ to the gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that 
the offering up of the gentiles might be acceptable, being 
sanotified by the Holy Ghost. —Rom. xv, 16. 


21. We should love even our enemies : 


But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that 
eurse you, do good to them that hate you, pray for them 
which despitefully use you and persecute you * for 
if ye love them which love you, what reward hav ye? do 
not even the publicans the same?—Mat. v, 48; and see 
also, Luke vi, 28; x, 27; xxiii, 84. 

St. John thinks Jesus thought it quite enough to 
love our fellow Christians: 


Now when Jesus knew that his hour was come ' ° * 
having loved his own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the ^nd.—John xiii, 1. : 

By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye hav love one to another.— John xiii, 35. 

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, 
as I hav loved you.—John xv, 12. 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, * Self. Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ing the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
* Self-Contradictions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self-Contradictions” as well as the ** Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
psper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

Tue Trots Szzxzr’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason”. to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Observations. 

In 1778 or thereabouts a “ paper of characteriza 
tions of prominent Americans” was prepared fo | 
the guidance of the British Commissioners of Con 
ciliation, which paper, it is reported, is now appear 
ing in facsimile. edited by Mr. B. F. Stevens. I hav 
not seen any of the characterizations except one 
reprinted by a religious journal, apparently having 
reference to Thomas Paine. It is as follows: 

Mr. Payne—The Editor & part author of Common 
Sense, should not be forgot. He is an Eaoglish man, was 


a School-master in Philada must bs driven to work—nat- 
urally indolent—and led by His passions, 


It is a misfortune that the identity of the author 
of this “characterization” is hidden from posterity. 
We would like to put something green on his grave. 
He must hav been a perfect psychometer, and per- 
haps a reader of the stars, rather than of current 
literature, which would account for his knowing so 
much more about Paine’s edilorial labors than any- 
body else does, and so much more about his dispo- 
sition than about the spelling of his name. But he 
is guilty of other omissions quite as serious as that 
of neglecting to affix his signature. In addition 
to the intelligence that * Mr. Payne" was “ part au- 
thor” of Common Sense, he might hav told us what 
mute inglorious Milton wrote the rest of the book. 
The statement that Paine must be driven to work 
and that he was led by his passiors probably left the 
commissioners in doubt whether the best way of 
imparting activity to the subject was to get be- 
hind him and push or to incite him from the front. 
Then, again, having been previously assured that he 
was “naturally indolent,” they must hav been more . 
or less surprised at the pernicious activity Paine 
displayed some years later in their own country, 
when nothing in particular had occurred to stir 
him up. In fact, taking another look at their cor- 
respondent's sketch of * Mr. Payne," they could 
hav remarked with propriety that the late School- 
master of Philada might as well hav been “forgot” 
as described in so misleading & manner. 


In the Far West I hav heard residents speak of 
planting people—generally just after some unpleas- 
antness had occurred—but regarded it asa form of 
expression not sanctioned by the best usage. It is 
scripture nevertheless, as appears from 2 Samuel 
vii, 10, where the author remarks: ‘Moreover I 
will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will 
plant them.” 

The Union Printer and American Craftsman 
does not wish to be understood as holding any 
opinion which, if known to a paying subscriber, 
would cause him to discontinue, but it declares nev- 
ertheless : 

We are bound to admit that while a large number of 
the inhabitants of this country feel that they should 
drink more or less liquor on Sunday, it is not in keeping 


with the great American principles of freedom to deny 
them that right. 

With reference to this, and without pointing out 
that “a large number" has no relevancy to the 
question of rights, the Voice (Prohibition and Ag- 
glomerate) observes : 

So far a8 we know, no one proposes to deny them that 
right. Does the law that closes the bakeries on Sunday 
deny the right of men and women to eat bread that day? 
Get the mists out of your mind, brother? It is the traf- 
fic, not the personal act of drinking, that is being inter- 
fered with, and to abolish all laws that stop Sunday 
traffic means a week of seven work-days. Do you like to 
contemplate that? 


John Stuart Mill held that you might as well 
deny a right as to make its exercise impossible; but 
Mill was a man who could think twice, while the 
editor of the Voice has not that power. The Sunday 
suppression of liquor selling has two objects in 
view—to prevent drinking and to preserve the 
sanctity of the day. If the prohibition-Sabbatarians 
could do it, they would penetrate into private houses 
as they do into private club rooms. They will deny 
this, though I don’t see why they should. The 
place where a man wants to drink is the place where 
he happens to be dry, and the liquor suppressers, 
like other burglars and garroters, hav as clear a 
right to operate in one spot as another. If I amin 
Harlem and want a glass of beer, the sneaks and 
spies will giv me less annnoyance by invading my 
premises at that particular moment than by closing 
the uptown hostelries. 

I hav got through claiming any right whatsoever 
for the untrespassing citizen, and won't assert that 
a man has the right to buy or sell liquor or bread 
on Sunday or any other day of the week. I leave 
it to the trespassers to demonstrate their right to 
prevent him: declining to hav the burden of proof 
thrust upon me in a discussion which I hav not 
provoked. 

It may be admitted that “to abolish all laws that 
stop Sunday traffic means a week of seven werk- 
days,” but what of that? We hav a week of six 
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work-days now, and the laborer who gets in five 
days’ work a week is in luck. From the number of 
idle workmen who apply at this office for employ- 
ment, I infer that the opportunity to earn an hon- 
est dollar on Sunday would not be deemed a mis- 
fortune. The seven work-days in a week ghost is 
a Sabbatarian scarecrow. 

Making a transparent bluff at argument, the Voice 
asks: “Does the law that closes the bakeries on 
Sunday deny the right of men and women to eat 
bread that day?” Deny them the right to eat 
bread! Why, you abominable thief and assassin of 
liberty, it denies them the bread itself. You would 
kill a man by lew, and then assure his friends that 
his right to life had, not been denied—if he could 
get it. 


A theological writer tells us that “God is to be 
conceived of as in law.” Taken along with the the- 
ory that the personage spoken of is the author of 
our being, we are furnished with a father-in-law not 
previously recognized as such. Prose is inadequate 
to the occasion. 

We find in our singular system of faith 

The queerest phenomenons man ever saw, 


For thouzh we divide on the feminin side, 
Yet all of us hav the same father-in-law. 


"There's Mary, the spouse and the mother of God, 
The same by the Holy Ghost being enticed, 
Which was also her son. called the crucified one, 


And the God and the Ghost and the Son were the Ohrist. | 


Now Christ, being God, was the father, of course 
(For God, we are told, is the sire of all flesh), 

Of Mary his mother, and likewise her brother 
And husband—which rouses our wonder afresh. 


The Father to Mary was husband and son, 
For never was tale with such mystery rife; 

And the Ghost to his bosom—how could he confuse 'em?— 
Took mother and daughter and sister and wife! 


Such being the scandalous facts in the case, 

The thought of relationship sticks in my craw; 
And so if Jehovah will pass the thing over 

I'll not urge his duties as father-in-law. 


We are called upon to go back to first principles 
for the solution of the social purity problem. For 
many joyous centuries, whenever a man and a 
woman disregarded the limitations which custom 
placed upon social intercourse, it was submitted with- 
out argument that the female had been the beguiler. 
We all remember that after Christ dismissed the 
case against the woman caught sinning, the attor- 
neys for the mob wasted no breath inquiring what 
should be done with the co-respondent. There was 
no precedent to go upon in doing so. In these de- 
generate days, however, there has been an observ 
able tendency to charge the male with equal turpi- 
tude, or in fact greater, since it hath been speciously 
argued that, in order to avoid misdoing, the woman 
must both disregard her own inclinations or neces- 
sities and resist the solicitations of the man; and 
we hav sympathized with her almost as heartily as 
we hav denounced the wickedness of the villain who 
pursued her. But there is promis of a reversion to 
the previous system, and the Rev. W. J. Ward, a 
chaplain in the service of her majesty the queen of 
Great Britain, stalks boldly forth to the vindication 
of men. Inareligious publication he discusses the 
matter, and having premised that * to find the true 
remedy we must go back to the root” (I quote his 
language), he discovers that in the case of women 
unchastity proceeds from desire, from passion, or 
from voluptuousness. ‘But in the case of men" (I 
quote again), “it is not passion.” He italicizes the 
words “it is not passion,” and adds: 

In most cases it is the women who tempt and the men 
who are tempted. b 

There you hav it, sisters, right from one of the 
disinterested sex. Now will you social innovators 
of the Lucifer family, you woman’s rights agitators 
and new women—will you let up on us? Our en- 
gagement as heavy villains in the social drama has 
expired. 


Considering the impossibility of any person but 
a fool believing the yarn with which Moses accom- 
panied the delivery of the Ten Commandments, it 
is not at all strange that the Israelites should hav 
found among them no prohibition of ordinary and 
miscellaneous lying. But the omission was not a 
very material one, because the introduction of the 
thunder and lightning display has been the inspira- 
tion of more bald untruth than such & command- 
ment would hav prevented if it had been the first 
of the ten. 

Thunder and lightning are and always were use- 
ful as decorations for an otherwise unattractiv lie, 
and they hav been so used ever since the Decalog 
was promulgated, while the numerous electrocu- 
tions of blasphemers by. the Almighty may perhaps 


hav suggested the use of the electric chair. The 
thunder and lightning lie always has a theological 
allusion, and, to make things even, nearly every 
theological truth has so close a resemblance to a lie 
that an uninspired person can hardly distinguish 
one from the other. Now, here is a story from Sul- 
livan county, this state, that needs only to be told 
in scriptural language to make it true as the gospel. 
Be it known, then, that twelve years ago Hiram 
Hornbeck, the prodigal son of thi? narrativ. left his 
home in Neversink, N. Y., and went West. Whether 
he was ever reduced to standing in with swine for 
a husk lunch the account does not state, but last 
week he walked back penitent and hungry. Shortly 
after his arrival at his father’s place & shower came 
up, during which lightning struck a calf in the 
barnyard, and the same bolt, entering the house, 
laid open the family Bible at the fifteenth chapter 
of Luke, and made a black mark opposit the twenty- 
third verse, which reads: “And bring hither the 
fatted calf and kill it; and let us eat and be merry.” 
The foregoing circumstance is related in the New 
York Sun of August 11, with no comment except 
the heading, which is: ‘Psalms exvi Evidence 
from Sullivan county that David wasn’t so hasty.” 
The verse cited is as follows: «I said in my haste, 
All men are liars.” The rural congregation, the 
Sunday-school, and finally the heathen will get the 
story, with others from which it is copied, without 
the benefit of the Sun’s reference and David's com- 
mentary. Gro. E. MacponNaLp. 


Witeheraft. 


From the London Freethinker. 

The trial of Irish peasants for burning Bridget 
Cleary as a witch should bring home to everyone 
the horrible character of this Bible superstition. 
There is every appearance that ignorance and su- 
perstition are alone to blame for the atrocity. Had 
the accused persons believed that the poor woman 
was really herself,and not in the possession of some 
evil spirit, they would never hav thought of injuring 
her. Under such circumstances, it seems as if to 
condemn to death the victims of ignorance and su- 
perstition is but to add a legal atrocity to that al- 
ready perpetrated. What is needed is, that such 
instruction shall be given as shall remove the causes 
of superstition. These causes are to be found in 
the popular religion. The belief in witchcraft is a 
legitimate and logical outcome of that religion, and 
it may be doubted if it will be wholly extirpated 
while that retains unquestioning belief. 

The delusion of witchcraft is the natural result of 
a religion that rests on terrorism, for, as Lecky re- 
marks, the panic which its teachings create over- 
balance the faculties of the multitude. The belief 
in a devil who is the head of an organized kingdom 
of evil spirits (Mat. xii, 24-26), and who goes about 
seeking whom he may devour, contains in itself the 
essence of witchcraft. "The theory is founded on, 
and supported by, the Bible, as I hav fully shown 
in my recent pamphlet on “Satan, Witchcraft, and 
the Bible.” Fear is at the foundation of all relig- 
ion. One of its chief manifestations is fear of the 
dead, fear that they may return to plague the living, 
and the belief that all hurtful phenomena are the 
result of such action by evil spirits. Animism, the 
belief in spirits, is, in the words of the renowned 
anthropologist, Dr. E. B. Tylor, the groundwork of 
the philosophy of religion, from that of savages up 
to that of civilized man. 

In his article on * Demonology,” in the Encyclo 
podia Britannica, Dr. Tylor says: “No record 
shows the ancient theory more clearly than the New 
Testament, from the explicit way in which the symp- 
toms of the various affections are described, cul- 
minating in the patient declaring the name of his 
possessing demon, and answering in his person 
when addressed. The similarity of the symptoms 
with those which in barbarous countries are still 
accounted for in the ancient way may be seen from 
such statements as the following by a well-known 
missionary (Rev. J. L. Wilson, * Western Africa," 
p. 217): * Demoniacal possessions are common, and 
the feats performed by those who are supposed to 
be under such influence are certainly not unlike 
those described in the New Testament. Frantic 
gestures, convulsions, foaming at the mouth, feats 
of supernatural strength, furious ravings, bodily 
lacerations, gnashing of teeth, and other things of 
a similar character may be witnessed in most of the 
cases.” “Among the early Christians," continues 
Dr. Tylor, “the demoniacs or energumens formed 
a special class under the control of a clerical order 
of exorcists; and a mass of evidence drawn from 
such writers as Cyril, Tertullian, Chrysostom, and 
Minutius Felix shows that the symptoms of those 
possessed were such as modern physicians would 
class under hysteria, epilepsy, lunacy, etc.” (See 
their works and references in Bingham, “Antiquities 


of the Christian Church; Maury, “La Magie et 
l'Astrologie." part ii., chap. ii., eto.) 

Though the belief in sercery has existed from the 
earliest times, its palmiest days were those of cred- 
ulous Christianity. Sorcery and saints, miracles 
and magic, grew and flourished together. If 
unanimity could turn fa&nev into fact, witchcraft 
was & stern reality. Divided on so many other 
points, here Christians were at one. Possession by 
devils, one of the chief features of the gospels, gave 
occasion for the display of that prime token of or- 
thodoxy. the power of exorcism. So the thunders 
of the Vatican against witchcraft were re-echoed 
from Lambeth and Geneva. Indeed. the spread of 
the Bible in the sixteenth century vastly contributed 
to the renewed persecution of alleged witches. 
The Puritan was as bad as the Inquisitor, and in 
godly Scotland and pious New England some of 
the latest and most horrid atrocities took place. 
The men of God constantly preached about the 
devil and his agencies of evil, and,as a cousequance, 
nervous terrors of witchcraft abounded. The ac- 
cusation was, moreover, & specious plea for getting 
rid of all sorts of objectionable people. The 
witches of the Middle Ages were but the votaries 
of the ancient proscribed religion. There is abund- 
ant evidence that Paganism survived in Europe 
until close upon the time of the Reformation. The 
witches’ Sabbaths were the orgies of Sabazios, a 
development of Dionysius or Bacchus. In stamp- 
ing out witchcraft the church was really suppress- 
ing the remnants of a rival.faith. The charge was 
afterwards leveled at heretics, political and relig- 
ious opponents, and was also & means of extracting 
the property of the wealthy. Mr. James Russell 
Lowell, in his essay on “ Witchoraft” (“Among My 
Books,” First Series, p. 128), remarks: 

I hav already said that it was religious autioathy or 
clerical interest that first made heresy aud witchcraft 
identical, and cast them into the same exviatory fire. 
The invention was & Catholic one, but it is plain that 
Protestants soon learned its value, and ware not slow in 
making it a plague to the inventor. . It was not till after 
the Reformation that there was any systematic hunting 
out of witches in England. Then, no doubt, the innocent 
charms aud rhyming prayers of the old religion were re- 
garded as incautations and twisted-out. evidence against 
miserable beldames who mumbled over in their dotage 
what they had learned at their mother's knee. 

It has been computed that the witcheraft mania 
cost the lives of over nine millions of people, mostly 
women. . The Bible text, “ Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to liv" (Ez. xxii, 18), has truly been written 
in blood and fire. : 

The case in Tipperary may, in some measure, en- 
able us to realize the horrors connected with this 
scripture-warranted belief. We may be sure, how- 
ever, that all the cruelties inflicted by witch-tor- 
turers were thrown into the background by the 
inner agony of those victims of credulity and hys- 
teria who were looked on as sold to the devil, and 
who often themselvs believed that they had entered 
unwittingly into & contract whereby they would be 
eternally lost. Mr. Lecky, in an eloquent passage, 
points out that no class of victims endured suffer- 
ings so unalloyed and intense. 

Not for them the wild fanaticism that nerves the sou ] 
against danger, and almost steels the body against tor- 
ments. Not for them the assurance of a glorious etern- 
ity, that has made the martyr look with exultation on the 
rising flame as on the Elijah's chariot that is to bear his 
soul to heaven. Not for them the solace of lamenting 
friends, or the consciousness that their memories would 
be cherished and honored by posterity. They died alone, 
hated and unpitied. They were deemed by all mankind 
the worst of criminals. Their very kinsmen shrank from 
them as tainted and accursed. The superstitions they 
had imbided in childhood, blending with the illusions of 
age, and with the horrors of their position, persuaded 
them in many cases that they wereindeed the bond slaves 
of Satan, and were about to exchange their torments on 
earth for an agony that was as excruciating, and was as 
eternal. 

How was it that men could, without pity or com- 
punotion, see their fellows writhing amidst blazing 
fagots for an imaginary crime? The case of Bridget 
Cleary helps us to see that it was their religious 
belief, their Bible-supported superstition, which 
made them regard these as agents of an evil spirit. 
Is it not an anomaly that a government which author- 
ises the Bible as the word of God should yet try 
for the crime of murder, and perhaps condemn to 
death,* the poor fanatics whom it has left in igno- 
rance, and who read in the Bible the awful words 
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to liv"? 

J. M. WHEELER. 


*Michael Cleary, the husband of Bridget, was sentenced 
to. twenty years penal servitude, and several of his fellow 
torturers to shorter terms. 


` FRANKLIN STEINER’S lecture engagements, so far as ar- 
ranged are: Omaha, Neb., Sept. ist; Oastana, Ia., Sept. 
2d, 3d, and 4th; St. Oharles, Minn., Sept. 8th; Patch 
Grove, Wis., Sept. 10th, 11th, and 12th; Greenwood, 
Wis, and vicinity, Sept. 14th to 16th; Ashland, Wis., 
‘Sept. 18th, 19th, 20th; Fish Oreek, Wis., Sept. 23d, 24th, 
25th. 
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Toetters of (Rriends. 


They Are After the Book. 


Gosuen, N. Y., Aug. 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav made up my mind to 
send $3 for THE TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year and the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Soren CH. Niconalson. 


FargMoNT, NEB., July 26, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, 
for which send me THe TRUTH SEEKER 
and the ‘‘¥reethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book," Paine’s ‘Theological Works," and 
the pamphlets named. James HOLMES. 


Mrrogzgnr, S. DAK., Aug. 3, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please send Tae TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year and the “ Pictorial Text-Book." THE 
TRUTH SEEKER is just the paper I hav been 
looking for. Will you please tell me of 
some cheap tracts that will start a person 
. to thinking? Wishing you success in your 
good work, I am and remain, 
Yours truly, Cuas. WELLER. 
[A list of cheap tracts is found in our 
advertising columns. We strongly recom- 
mend their purchase and distribution.— 
Ep. T. S.] 


Fono pv Lao, Wis., Aug. 3, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $6— 
$3 of which is furnished by a new sub- 
scriber, and to him you may send the '* Pic 
torial Text-Book "—and $8 to pav my sub- 
scription to Feb. 5, 1896. Mr. Frederick 
A. Binney has been telling in the Twenti- 
eth Century why we hav to work and wait 
so long to get a subscriber. Had the 
greenback been made a full legal tender it 
would hav remained at par with gold, and 
had not the government changed $1,400,- 
000 into bonds no resumption would hav 
worried us; and now, the Democratic and 
Republican ships being united (they may 
sink), I hope we may hav a change in legis- 
Jation, and cut loose from redemption for 
money and the human family. 
Yours truly, De W, C. Prest. 


A Generous Friend. 
Parts, ILL., July 28, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 to pay for 
the paper this year. Send me one of the 
last edition of the '* Crimes of Preach- 
ers” and the ANNUAL, and the balance I 
giv you. 


Yours, J. CRETOKS, 


For Two Books and Paper. 

Mr. Cuzmens, Mion., Aug. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: As it is about time to re- 
new, you will find inelosed $6— $4.50 of it 
for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and premium, the 
** Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book," and 
the other $1.50 for ** Antiquity Unveiled.” 

Respectfully, COPLEY COTTRELL. 


Sound Doctrin, 


New York, Aug. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: The ‘‘ great Boston love 
feast," set forth by Johri Peck in last 
week's Trura SEEKEB, calls for serious 
thought, especially that part wherein he 
says: ''Let the American people never 
forget that Christianity is a species of in- 
sanity, and those who would put the des- 
tiny of the government into Christian 
hands would place their fortunes in the 
keeping of lunatics.” That is sound doc- 

trin, worthy of consideration. 
S. R. THORNE. 


He Keeps It Traveling, 


XENIA, O., July 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: My ‘‘Old Testament Story 
Book ” has been doing missionary work in 
this city for about a year; it is now in 
Dayton, O., in the same business, and 
more than likely I will never see it again. 
I would not be without one if it cost ten 
dollars, so I take advantage of your very 
liberal offer by inclosing $5 for which 
please send ** Old Testament Stories Com- 
ically Illustrated;" **All About the Holy 
Bible; ‘‘Age of Reason,” and renew THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for another year. 
Yours, ete., Henry FisHERING, 


Back Numbers Brought Him Back. 
CEDRON, Kax., Aug. 1, 1895. 
Ms. Eprmon: Last year I was a sub- 
scriber to your paper, the most welcome 
publication that ever made weekly visits 


Another member of our society and my- 
self thought we would send for this small 
list, examin it, and see if we could get good 
people and children to read them; if only 
small success attends our efforts at first we 
will be satisfied and order more largely in 
the near future. 


to the average Christian is his or ber pro- 
found ignorance of the Bible and its teach- 
ings; in arguments with them we call their 
attention to some pernicious or obscene 
passage or chapter, and they generally 
deny all knowledge of it and say it is not 
in the Bible. We also encounter difficulty 
in reaching those who do not belong to 
any church. On those questions they ap- 
pear to be asleep. They seem to hav a 
horror of any mental exertion. 


named it ‘‘The Search-Light.” 
only three members as yet; we meet once 
a week. 


to my home, and as God, in his infinit 
goodness, saw fit to withdraw from this 
country, and leave us to the mercy of the 
hot winds and chinch bugs for the last 
three years I felt compelled to stop 
the paper. 
reading matter, I picked up some old 
numbers of THe Trurs SEEKER, and they 
persuaded me to re-subscribe. 
find 50 cents, which will insure me THE 
TRUTH SEEKER to the full value of the 
amount paid, at the expiration of which 
time my post-office address will be some- 
where else I think. 


Being without any good 


Inclosed 


We hav some men with us who are mod- 


erately liberal thinkers when talking with 
a Freethinker, but would rather the Chris- 
tians would not know too much about it. 
They can call me Infidel, Agnostic, Here- 
tio, or anything that suits them best, but 
I want the grand old TRuTH SEEKER to aid 
me in battling for liberty. I am not a very 
successful worker, but 


** Little drops of water 
Make the mighty sea.” 


Respectfully, J. S. OGDEN, 


A Small but Activ Society. 
Rockzsvinzr, S. D., Aug 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I send $1 for cheap tracts. 


We find the greatest difficulty in talking 


We hav organized a society here and 
We hav 


Weare taking your mcst excellent paper 


on three months trial; we like it so well 
we will continue to take it. 
the greatest success, I subscribe myself, 


Wishing you 


Yours truly, JoHN C. CARTER. 


Who Wants a Bookkeeper ? 


Minuerspore, O., July 22, 1895 
Msz. Eprror: Please find inclosed $4— 


$3 for the renewal of my subscription and 
$1 for the Wise case in Kansas. 
willingly giv more if I had the money, but 
the times are so hard here that a person 
ean hardly get a cent to lay on top of 
another, and besides I hav just got through 
paying for my son’s training in a business 
college, and that took about all the money 
T had. 


I would 


If a membership in THE TRUTH SEEKER 


family entitles me to any privilege, or if 
I would not impose too much on yorur 
good nasture, dear Editor, I would like to 
ask if any one of your readers is in need 
of a bookkeeper or assistant bookkeeper. 
I would be glad if they would giv my son 
a trial. 
age, and of good, steady habits. 
furnish the best of references to be had in 


He isa boy twenty-two years of 
He can 


Millersburg, and, for further reference, 


he is the author of the picture in the 


**Pietorial 'TText-Book," where a saint is 


pulling another cheap soul out of purga- 
tory. His.name is in the center of the 
picture. 


Wishing success to you and all the read- 
ers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, I remain, sin- 
cerely yours, JOHN CHEVALLARD, 

Address, John Chevallard or Anthony P. 
Chevallard, Millersburg, O., Box 887. 


Not Afraid of Discussion. 
East Otro, N. Y., Aug. 5, 1895. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed please find $6.50 
for the renewal of my subscription to the 
grand old Trurn Szexer and ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” Your paper 
is like an old friend, I hav taken it so long. 
‘News and Notes,” from Putnam, are 
very interesting. I never fail to read 
** Letters from Friends.” If some of them 
do write against Spiritualism, all right. 
If independent slate writing can be ac- 


one oi your subscribers of this place I hav 
been reading a few copies of your valuable 
paper. 

scriber. 
scription club here. 
haps & history of my conversion to Free- 
thought might interest your readers, I will 
endeavor to giv you a brief synopsis of the 
ease. 
has most sapped " my belief in the Bible 
was my ignorance. 
when I was a child because others were 
joining. I ssid that I believed Jesus Christ 
was the son of God because I was re- 
quested to do so. 
and began to read the Bible, to think and 
reason for myself, I said I did not believe 
all of it, such as the Witch of Endor call- 
ing Samuel up, and other absurdities. 
Realizing that by this statement I invali- 
dated the whole, a Freetbinker gave mea 
copy of ‘*The Genealogy of Christ,” by 
Stout. 
up the evidence, found that it was just as 
it was stated in the so-called Holy Bible. 
I hid the book away, but could not hide 
the impression it had made on my mind. I 
resolved to never read it again, for I 
wanted to believe in part of the Bible, at 
least. 
for professing to believe what I didn’t be- 
lieve. 
preacher had a great deal to say about 
the ** Age of Reason." 
dictions at Ingersoll and Remsburg, the 
second of whom he designated as ‘‘ the 
smaller fry.” 
disgusted with the false reasoning of the 
theologians. 
cure the ** Age of Reason,” 
not keep such books,” was the haughty re- 
ply received from the booksellers. 
away for it. 
tinue reading it until I hav absorbed all its 
contents. 
Well, made I up my mind that I could no 
longer be honest and call myself a Cbris- 


thought, and if I hav lost friends I hav 


ounted for Scientifically, or some other 


way, I shall continue to take Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER just the same. 
sides of a question discussed. If someone 
wrote upon the money question, or any 
other interesting subject, I think the rep- 
uation of your paper would not be injured. 


I like to hav both 


I was & Sunday-school student in the 


Methodist Episcopal church when a boy, 
and became a convert in one of their re- 
vivals at the age of twelve. 
ing the Bible as any other book, and soon 
found some very large stories. 
asked my father how they could be true, 
he tried to satisfy me by saying they were 
miracles. 
spoiled for & Christian. 
sixty, and am done believing in gods, 
devils, and hells, except those we make 
ourselvs. 


I began read- 


When I 


After reading it through I was 
I am now over 


C. BunOHARD. 


A Convert's ** Testimony,” 


Lyons, KAN., July 25, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Through the kindness of 


I hope to soon become a sub- 
We are trying to get up a sub- 
Thinking that per- 


To quote Shakspere, ‘‘that which 


I joined the church 


When I became older, 


Well, I read it carefully, hunted 


But my conscience troubled me 


I attended a revival meeting. The 


He hurled male- 


I became more and more 


I made up my mind to pro- 
** No, we do 


I sent 
I read it. I expect to con- 


To me it is the book of books. 


tian. So here I am, a convert to Free- 
gained a clear conscience. 

It was with pleasure that I read a letter 
from J. E Remsburg to Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER lately. I used to be acquainted 
with him in Atchison county. lf this 
catches his eye he will remember. I am 
proud of having once known him. Also 
to know that he is having great success as 
a Freethought lecturer. Also that said 
“smaller fry" has distinguished himself 
a8 an author, Rowena GuERIN. 


Those Two Genealogies. 
West SALEM, ILL., July 26, 1895. 

Mr. Epitor: I notice an article from 
one of your readers in regard to the gene- 
alogy of Chriat as given by Matthew and 
Luke. Now I think Mr. Paine in his 
**Age of Reason ” has made a mistake. He 
says in his remarks on this subject, in Part 
II. : ‘‘There are only the two names of 
David and Joseph alike in the two lists.” 
Now this is not true, for in his own dia- 
gram of Matthew and Luke’s lists I find in 
Matthew’s list, Nos. 12 and 13, the names, 
Zorobabel and Salathiel, and in Luke's 
list, Nos. 21 and 22, I find the same names 
Zorobabel and Salathiel. This shows that 
Mr. Paine did not observe the names very 
closely. It is very likely that both lists 
are true ones, as I will proceed to explain. 

Matthew givs Jesus’s genealogy through 
Joseph, and Luke givs that which is by 


Mary. In Jewish genealogy the women 
were not reckoned, but the husbands of 
the women were used instead. ThusJo- 


seph was the son of Jacob by birth and 


the son of Heli by the law of marriage, 


or, a8 we would say, the son of Jacob and 


the son-in-law of Heli. 
It you will read closely you will notice 


that Matthew in his genealogy uses the 

word ‘‘begat,” meaning that each person . 
was naturally begotten and a son by birth, 

while Luke in his genealogy does not use 

the specific term '* begat,” but says ‘‘ the 

son of," meaning a son either by birth or 

by the law of marriage. 
reckoning of the Jews, either way did not 
invalidate the genealogical right of Jesus 
to the claim of the messiah. As to the 
difference in the number of names given, 
I believe Matthew omitted several and 
perhaps 
either did, Matthew omitted the greater 
number. 
** omission is not contradiction,” it does 
not invalidate their claim to truth. Iad- 
mit that they should hav given them all, 
without sny omission of names, but it 
seems that they did not. 
giv my geneslogy and omit my great- 
grandfather’a name from the list, would 
that prove me untruthful? 


According to the 


Luke omitted a few, but if 


But as every lawyer knows 


If I should 


The Jews, I understand, are still expect- 


ing the messiah, but if a claimant should 
appear at this or any future time how 
could he establish his claims by genealogy? 
Are not the genealogical records of the 
Jews totally destroyed and forever lost? 
This ought to be an unanswerable and con- 
vineing argument against their expecta- 
tions of a future messiah. 


Now, if I am mistaken in any of my 


statements, or if I am correct, will you 
please giv it a hearing in the next issue of 
Tyr TRUTH SEEKER, and oblige 


Yours for the truth, Ep. FULLER. 


Science vs. Religion. 
Frutmore, ILL., July 30, 1895. 
Mr. Enprtror: Inclosed please find $3, 


for which you may continue Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER. 
for about two months, and I like its pages 
above all I ever read. 


I hav been taking your paper 


We had a debate recently at this place, 


and I inclose to you my short talk, which 
speaks my sentiments straight from the 
shoulder. 


‘L. V. Hinn 
Ladies and Gentlemen : Man's natural 


state of existence is a puzzle to every crea- 
ture upon the entire plannet—one is not 
superior nor inferior, more wise or less 
ignorant than anyone else in this regardf 


Man is man, woman is woman, and, accord- 


ing to the Bible, is made in the image o. 
God. According to the Bible, God ia a 


‘*true,” a ‘‘righteous,’’ an *'ever-living," 
and an ‘‘unchangeable” God, and if we are 
images of him we must likewise possess 
the same characteristics; if he is true, we 
must all be true; if he is righteous, we are 
made by him in his own image, I cannot 
see wherein his supposed law of religion 
has advanced civilization, strengthened in- 
tellect, made happy homes, protected vir- 
tue, fostered liberty, or in any other way 
had any tendency to fit us to liv even in 
this world, let alone entering his beautiful 
heaven. 

Right here is something that I can't be- 
lieve, and I can’t help it, and I don't be- 
lieve that God will damn me for this fail- 
ure to believe. It isa fact that religion 
has always assassinated the liberties of 
man. When the government of the United 
States of America was founded, liberty 
spoke emphatically and said on the Fourth 
day of July, 1776: ‘* This government shall 
be founded upon free principles, with equal 
liberty for all American citizens, and there 
shall be no interference with religious 
freedom.” And I daresay that the measure 
of liberty we possess is the fruit of science 
and Freethought, not of religion. I wish 
to say to you that I cannot believe that 
religion has elevated mankind more than 
has science, and I doubt if there is a sane 
man in the .udience to-night who believes 
or can believe that it has, 

Science leads in the civilization of this 
vast country. Science has weakened su- 
perstition, has supplanted savagery, and 
has built the beautiful cities and towrs in 
every state of the Union; it has connected 
them by railroads, telegraphs, and tele- 
phones, placing us in direct communication 
with our fellow beings all over the land; 
has built the steamship by which we are 
enabled to visit the other parts of the 
world, and has laid the cable under the 
waters of the seas, thus connecting us with 
the other nations of the earth. On the 
other hand, the subjects of religion hav 
infringed upon the rights of man, and hav 
demanded privileges that were granted 
against the better judgment of the law- 
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makers in the different states, at the be- 
hest of majorities or supposed majorities. 

The Sunday law, which is faster and 
faster encroaching upon the liberties of 
mau, is a gross injustice to the people in 
general, and is not at all in harmony with 
the Constitution, which was framed by the 
noble Thomas Jefferson, a firm believer in 
science and liberty instead of superstition 
and religion. Religion has wrecked the 
minds and covered the world with the 
‘blood of its own followers. 

Friends, all that I hav asserted can be 
easily proved, and viewing all without 
prejudice I cannot see wherein religion 
has elevated or civilized mankind. Science 
is the only reformer of mau, as truth has 
taught us. Science is the -promoter of 
civilization. 


He Thinks Spiritualism is Growivg. 
Oxtoago, Aug. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: After a four months’ trip 
in the West I return home to read a com- 


munication in your valuable paper of July | 


18th from C. Severance, which accuses me 
of bigotry and intolerance, for which, if 
true, I am certainly sorry. I will plead 
no excuse, but ask the correspondent to 
please read the many belitt'ing terms used 
by Materialists who seek to ignore the idea 
that itis possible for others to know any- 
thing but the teachings of the past, which 
has known nothing but rank or gross Ma- 
terialism, or of matter capable of being 
seen, tasted, smelled, and kicked into an 
infinity of shapes, and the life teetotally 
knocked out of it. I, of all men, intend 
to speak respectfully of the opinion of 
others, and would not do one good Ohris- 
tian act, such as to burn a Materialigfio 
heretic at the stake, but would say, “first 
investigate to find the truth and afterward 
divine the cause.” 

So far as the claim that the question of 
**gpirit phenomena has been settled by 
all scientists," I do not so claim, but to the 
eontrary, yet, if it is true, as C. Severance 
says, that **among highly educated people 
the belief in a continuance of conscious- 
ness after death has visibly weakened dur- 
ing the present century,” it neither proves 
nor disproves anything, and when we see 
five millions of Spiritualists in the United 
States who claim to hav proof positiv, evi- 
dence (not belief) to support their belief, 
it really proves nothing to unbelievers, for 
we see twenty million communicants in the 
Christian churches in our own country, 
and yet I fail to believe that one word of 
the Book is divine and comes direct from 
God. 

Neither does the condemnation of Spirit- 
ualism by science disprove its claims, for 
science deals mostly with physical and not 
so much with the metaphysical, or with the 
real as recognized by our five senses, and 
not with the more sublimate or refined 
matter, as understood by Spiritualists. I 
certainly hav the right to claim bigotry 
when I see those who know absolutely 
nothing of the phenomena of Spiritism 
condemning it in positiv terms, although 
the door is ajar for them to enter in and 
investizate. 

**Tt is an exhausted subject,” says your 
correspondent, showing how little he 
knows of the great advancement made in 
the last few years in Spiritualism, which 
is much more than the progress made in 
science; and who would think of saying 
that science is an exhausted subject? The 
facts are that both are in their infancy and 
must go hand in hand. How long has it 
been since hypnotism and other demon- 
strations of the psychic law hav been a 
subject of investigation, except inthe East, 
where the subject of return of sub-eon- 
sciousness, or spirit intelligence, has been 
known for centuries? No one claims that 
Spiritism, or transference of thought in 
some form, is of new birth, 

Occultism may hav discovered all there 
is to learn of the cause and demonstration 
of the forces, but I think not. '' We face 
the grave to-day with no absolute knowl- 
edge that consciousness extends beyond it 
for any human being." This may be true 
to some, but not for all, and to me is er- 
roneous, for while I hav never been dead 
and again returned to uncorrupted flesh, 
that I know of, yet I hav intelligent com- 
munications from some unknown source 
that compel me to accept spirit return, un- 
less I shall find the communications to 
come from some other source. © x 

When I see in several states a human 
form impersonating my deceased daughter, 
of the same size, feature, and conversation, 
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come from out the floor, from behind the 
audience (not from the cabinet), come to 
me, kiss me, and tell me of all my friends, 
both alive and deceased, besides; many 
whom I had nearly forgotten, what am I 
to think? Slates by the score, that I take 
to & medium, and which never leave my 
hands or eye-sight, on which I obtain the 
most intelligent communications in many 
colors, in answer to my mental questions, 
also flowers in colors that I could distinctly 
hear the marking of pencil when being 
drawn (without pencil being placed bé- 
tween the slates) —when I see and hear all 
this, what shall I say? Please don’t cry 
“ hypnotized,” **psychologized," or fool- 
ized, bat learn the truth for yourself. 

Of all things essential for a periodical 
to make ita ‘‘Truth Seeker," is to open 
its columns for free discussion, for it is by 
an honest exchange of thought that we 
grow intellectually. 

Allow me to add that I am as much of a 
Materialist as ever, believing that nothiug 
exists but matter and its accompanying en- 
tity or soul-life in corelation, behind which, 
and in which, is God, nature, and creation. 

|. A, D, Swan. 


Uubelievers and Qur Friend Judas. 
Los AxGELES, Can., July 14, 1895. 

Mr. EprroB: It has always been a mys- 
tery to me why people will persist in going 
to hell through unbelief, and it pained me 
much when I saw in his communication 
that Mr. Billings, of Texas, was headed 
that way. We are told so clearly in the 
revised New Testament the fate of unbe- 
lievers, that all who go to hell must do so 
wilfully, or as the result of a contumacious 
spirit; for the warning isexpressed, as you 
well know, in these words: ‘‘ He that be- 


saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned." 


ideas of justice, right, and common sense. 
** God's ways are not our ways," and we 
must bear this fact in mind when we read 
his word, as now revised, or as it may be 
later on. What God says goes. 
be understood, for, considering the 
erowded population of hell, it is high 
time people stopped doubting, and began 
to believe. Mr. Billings talks about the 
heathen ideas of what is called orthodoxy, 
and reveals the fact that the doctrins put 
forth by Universalists and Unitarians are 
in accord with his views. Allow me to cor- 
rect him, and possibly, while doing so, to 


insure the salvation of his never-dying 


soul. Itis wrong and absurd to connect 
orthodox doctrins with heathen ideas, for 


of great joy were first given to the world 
by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and 


than the endless damnation of the wicked, 
who, when properly defined, are the un- 
believers that hav neglected to be irri- 
gated in the manner desired by God, 
which is complete immersion, a8 I posi- 
tivly know, for a Baptist clergyman once 
told me so, and quoted scripture in evi- 
dence. In the two sects quoted by Mr. 
Billings we see private judgment run mad, 
and we behold the awful danger which at- 
tends the reading of the scriptures when 
mortal man presumes to shape God’s ideas 
to fit his individual theories of right and 
equity. We must believe as commanded, 
and not reject the very foundation of 
Ohristianity—an endless hell, from which 
Jesus Christ came to save sinner :—if we 
profess to be Christians. If there be no 
hell, then the crucifixion of Jesus was an 
unnecessary event, and God had no oces- 
sion to concoct a scheme which embodied 
immaculate conception and the resurrec- 
tion, with all the intermediary acts that 
occurred. If -e are going to endanger 
our souls with unbelief, let us reject the 
whole business, and not try to make out, 
as do the Universalists and Unitarians, 
that Jesus was simply a good man with 
moral ideas that would benefit the world if 
adopted, for, when we go that far, we be- 
come what those sects hav been so aptly 
termed—‘' whitewashed Infidels.” Ortho- 
dox Christianity is the only kind taught or 
sanctioned by the scriptures, and if we 
hope or expect to escape hell, we must do 


à 


so by believing, for God evidently meant 
what he said. Reason plays no part in the 


lieveth and is properly irrigated shall be 


Now; what are we expected to 
believe? We are expected to beliéve the 
so-called word of God in its entirety, and 
are not supposed to reject any part of it 
simply because it does not agree with our 


Let that 


the heathen never believed in an endless 
hell and eternal torments? Those tidings 


nothing in the Bible is more clearly taught 


salvation scheme, and itis highly essential 
that this fact be known and established for 
all time. Says Evangelist Moody: ‘‘ Don't 


reason; if you do you are lost.” And as 


none of the sects do reason, except Uni- 
versalists and Unitariaus, we see why they 
alone will be found on the “left hand" 
when Jesus repeats his original remark: 
‘*Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” Then will Mr. Billings realize 
how mistaken he was while on earth, and 
engaged in singing, ‘‘ When the roll is 
called in heaven I'll be there.” Then will 
he see the folly of having warmed and 
cherished within his breast those fatal 
doubts which led him to believe hell was a 
myth and Jesus Christ an elder brother 
with a moral mission only. It may bethat 
a double-action mind is required to be- 
lieve all the Bible contains, for there 
are many passages that apparently contra- 
dict each other, but doubt never rises un- 
til one begins to think, so the safest way is 
to read and let the parson do your think- 
ing, choosing, of course, one that is 
strictly orthodox. In this way there is 
hope of reaching heaven, and I throw out 
the suggestion, hoping that Brother Bil- 


lings will see the error of his ways and 


profit by it, for tho man who livs in Texas, 
as I did, for two years, certainly deserves 
the best the next world has to offer. 

In conclusion, there is one more fact I 
wish to establish in connection with Judas, 
that g eat and good man who helped to 


save the world from the wrath of God, by 
revealing at the critical time the presence 
and identity of our savior, thus making 
Mr. Billings, in 
common with many others, seems to think 
Judas made a mistake and repented, and 
he quotes the claim that he threw down 
In the account 
of his second death we are told that he 
purchased a field with that money, and the 
fact that he had a clear conscience is 
proven beyond all dispute by the size of 
his abdomen at the time he fell and burst 
open, as recorded. No man with a guilty 
conscience can, or ever did, develop a 


his mission a success. 


the thirty pieces of silver. 


large abdomen, and thé fact that the ven- 
tral parts of Judas when he died the sec- 
ond time were so large and protuberant, 


disposes for all time of the idea that his 


conscience was in a state of perturbation. 


will unjustly accuse him no more, 
O. SEVERANOE, 


He Wants Facts. 
NEWBURYPORT, Mass., July 29, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Could you not contrive 
without much expense to determin what is 
the average attendance, male and female, 
in the churches say of four or five large 


towns or small cities in Massachusetts? 
The places which ought to be selected are 
of two kinds, viz., residential cities like 


Salem, Newburyport, Taunton, Plymouth, 


Newton, New Bedford, Marblehead, and 


manufacturing places, such as Brockton, 
Lynn, Lawrence, Haverhill, Fall River. 
The census should be taken on four 


Sundays in September, and four Sundays 
in January or February, and nothing 


should be published until all the returns 
arein. Todo this properly there should 
be one man designated for each church, 
whose name should be sedulously con- 
cealed from the public. Sometimes the 
leader in the choir is the best man for this 
purpose, as he is not necessarily sectarian. 
The time for counting should be during 
the delivery of the sermon at the morning 
service, and the counter or teller should 
state the number of males and females. 
Where church edifices were not too far 
apart it might be possible to hav one man 
count two church meetings. If two ser- 
vices were held in the same edifice on Sun- 
day, the teller should report whether the 
persons who attended the second service 
were the same that attended the first ser- 
vice, so far as to make a general estimate. 
It might be impracticable, and in some 
cases impossible, to do this accurately. But 
by glancing at the pews and taking the 
number in each pew separately (and the 
sex) it would generally appear whether 
there were any new attendants at the 
afternoon service. The only real difficulty 
in getting at an approximate result would 
be in the Roman Catholic churches, where 


I hope his opponents are now satisfied, and 
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by reason of the numerous masses aud the 
crowds that go to different masses it would 
be hard to tell how great was the average 
daily attendance. 


In these churches, if 
you count only the males, however, in all 
the services, or in two services, and add 
them together you will get nearly the 
number of males. The young men do not 
attend more than one mass per Sunday 


generally, but the women, particularly the 


old women, go five times if they can. 

Iam led to write to you about this be- 
eause it seems to me that there is a great 
deal of pious fraud in the statements as to 
actualattendance. Thus, an article in the 
Boston Advertiser for July 30, 1895, page 
4, column 4, asserts that the census shows 
that in the Christian churches of the coun- 
try there are 20,612,806 eommunicanis, or 
about one-third of the entire population 
of the country. ‘This enumeration," 
comments the Advertiser, “does not in- 
elude the equally large number of attend- 
ants upon religious services, who are not 
communieants, both children and adults." 
Such statements appear to suggest that 
there are some  forty-one millions of 
people in the United States (adults and 
children) who habitually attend church 
on Sunday. If this be so, New England is 
the least religious portion of the United 
States, for in New England there is no 
such proportion. A eensus taken some 
twenty-three years ago in Newburyport, 
then a city of 13,000 inhabitants, on a fine 
Sunday in January, showed 'a Protestant 
attendance of 2,916, men, women, and 
children—a Roman Catholic attendance of 
1,448. Such a census to-day would show 
probably 1,400 Oatholics and about 1,400 
Protestants. In 1872 there were nomi- 
nally in the parish, of Catholics and chil- 
dren of Catholics, 2,200 persons who lived 
in the city and in the surrounding towns. 
In 1898 the total population in Newbury- 
porti, Newbury, and East Salisbury was 
abont 16,000, and in this number were 
3,500 Roman Catholics. and 12,510 not 
Romanists. Of these Roman Catholics, 
somewhat more than one-third commonly 
attend church. There is a larger propor- 
tion of Catholics who do not attend wor- 
‘ship than formerly. In 1872 the average 
attendance hereabouts of persons who 
called themselvs Catholics, if anything, 
was 65 per cent habitually, 4. e., every 
Sunday, unless unavoidably detained. 
Now in 1895 the average attendance of 
nominal Oatholics would hardly exceed 40 
per cent. But of those classed as Prot- 
estants not one-half arereally such. They 
are Agnostics, or indifferent people, who 
neither care nor know what theological 
belief they hav. To cut the whole matter 
short, I express the belief thatin this com- 
munity of 16,000 souls, there are not more 
than 1,200 Protestants who attend church 
40 Sundays in the year; not over 1,500 
who attend 30 Sundays, not over 1,700 who 
attend 10 Sundays in a year. Of Catholics 
there are perhaps 3,000 who attend once & 
year, 2,000 who attend four times a year, 
and 1,000 who attend 45 Sundays in a year. 
Now this is so far variant from the com- 
mon impression that it needs verification 
by enumeration. A counting would do it, 
Fraud is now practiced by counting two 
services, forenoon and afternoon, and 
adding them together, thus making the ap- 
parent number 75 per cent greater than 
the actual. Itis disheartening to see the 
success of this false enumeration. People 
really seem to believe that Christians are 
in a majority, whereas Agnostics [indif- 
ferents, he probably means] in Massachu- 
setts are in a very great majority. 

Would it not be practicable to take a cen- 
sus on four successiv Sundays, say from 
Sept. 10th to Oct. 10th, and from Jan. 10th 
to Feb. 10th? I select these periods becanse 
the first represents the time when the 
churches are fullest and the last an aver- 
age time. Isuppose June is the month 
when the churches are at their lowest, 
4. €., except the vacation months, A still 
more just way would be to take a census 
on the first Sunday of every month except 
August. The census should state whether 
it was clear, or raining, or snowing, and 
the thermometer record at 10 a.m. For it 
is the weather before’ church that de- 
termins the attendance, not the weather 
during sermon time. Now if only two 
towns were taken as a starter, interest 
would be excited and volunteer tellers 


would probably come forward. 
AGNOoSsTIO, 
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THE TRUTH 


SEEKER 


[Avaust 24, 1895 


@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's oconpations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Once on a Time. 


At teatime in the ruddy light— 
Chrysanthemums were in their glory— 
My baby came to say good night, 
And beg for * just one little story.” 


I told her how a girl like her 
Came long ago, somewhere or other, 
And bronght her doll an? made a stir 
And begged a story from her mothe~, 


Who, tired arid listless, alsn cr^ssed 
The little. story-begging beauty 

With news of how another glossed 
Her irksome story-telling duty. 


Still backward was the tale referred, 
To weary her. bu‘ when I ended, 
As if I had not said a word. 
With looks half-pleading, half-offended, 


She clasped my ne^k—her cbildish trust 
Had made the hardest heart compliant— 

“A little on9," shi said, * plaase—just 
About a fairy ania giant" : 


I kissed her close, and off I went: 
“ Once on a time," low, slow and steady. 
. She heaved a sigh of sweet content— 
My darling was asleep already. 


—Menztes Macdonata, in Good Words. 
—J——  —- 


A Day’s Outing. 

It was a lovely summer day when we 
went out to Lincoln Park—Bethia, J. W., 
William, Bonnie, and I. 

In tbe morning we sat on the veranda 
when J. W. called, and we told him we 
were intending an outing, and should start 
in an hour, and would he join us? It was 
uncertain, there were some changes of ap- 
parel to be made, s long walk home, eto., 
but, when ready to go, J. W. wason hand, 
spick and span, and happy in anticipation 
of a day's pleasure. William, who has re- 
cently become the handy boy in our family, 
was to take care of the dog Bonnie, and to 
see the park for the first time. Tommy, 
the other dog of our household, was to re- 
main at home, the faithful caretaker and 
watchman on the premises in our absence. 
Bonnie would hav howled all day if left 
behind, being of a very emotional nature, 
and his dolefal moans would hav disturbed 
the neighbors; so, decked in a broad pink 
ribbon tied ia a bow-knot around his little 
fat neck, his eyes glistened with joy and 
happiness to think he was to accompany us 
on our outing. 

William—well, you ought to hav seen 
Willam- one of our family calls him 
Trilby--when he had got himself fixed 
up for the day's excursion. He is a dark- 
Skinned boy, or man, rather (for he re- 
members when Lincoln was president), 
about four feet high, with a mustache and 
half side-whiskers. He has all the love of 
color and display peculiar to his race, and 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like William on this occasion. Very light 
trousers, & gorgeous vest, ornamented 
with a pearl aud gold banjo pin and a 
showy watch-chain that looks like gold, 
from which was suspended a cube of glass 
called a charm, dark cut-a-way coat, a 
golf cap that set jauntily upon his head, a 
flaming red necktie, and a frivolous look- 
ing walking stick completed his attire. 

“I guess I'll mash somebody’s heart 
this day," said William, flirting his cane 
as he walked along. We boarded the elec- 
tric car on Winter street, and were borne 
swiftly down though the heart of the city, 
thence eastward, through Flint village, 
where a large proportion of our French 
population reside, and crossed our lovely 
Lake Watuppa at the ‘‘ Narrows.” The 
pearl-tinted waters were as. bright and 
fair as 

When Massasoit. with kingly tread, 

Along the strand his sachems led. 

Here dwelt his people, free from care, 

Each of his land the rightful heir, 

But, vanished now, from off the spot 

Where chance had cast his happy lot, 

No more is seen the Indian face, 

No more his wand’rings here we trace. 

Another nation now holds sway, 

And turns the tide another way; 

And where once was forest wide, 

Now stands a city in its pride. 

Beyond the lake we were soon well out 
on the country road, only greenery and 


| sweetness on either side. 


Balmy breezes 
floated in upon us all the way, breezes 
laden with the perfume of juniper, sasta- 
fras, the swamp honeysuckle, and all 
the mauy beautiful woodsey wildings. 
Tall oaks, sighing pines, hemlock, chest- 
nut, and other forest friends swayed back 
and forth their branchesand fiung shadows 
o’er the road-side, while the tangled vines 
and thick shrubbery made misty shadows 
and cool recesses, sen ting a thousand invi- 
tations to spend the day with them instead 
of visiting haunts whose rural beauty had 
been touched and changed by the hand of 
man into form and conventionality. Soon 
we were at ‘‘Beulah,” a most enchanting 
Spot, whereon is a beautiful grove of deep. 
shadowed pines, where camp-meetings are 
held. 

Near by is another grove known as 
Selahhameh, once owned by an eccentric 
but good-hearted man, who has now gone 
torest. Here he loved to come and com- 
mune with nature. I remember once of 
eating watermelons across the road, from 
his own melon patch, and hearing him the 
while discourse on the Bible doctrins, of 
wh'eh he had his own translations, which, 
if not convincing, were at least original. 

Leaving Beulah behind, we suddenlv 
come out of the fragrant pines, and West- 
port Factory village is before us, near 
running water, a pretty winding river with 
an Indian name, upon whose banks stand 
cottages sud many more pretentious 
homes. Upon the stream stands a mill for 
eleaning cotton waste, and one passenger 
remarked that a lot of money had been 
turned out of that same mill. We go over 
the bridge that spans the river. and soon 
we come to picturesque ‘‘Greenwood 
Gardens," where shade, shrubbery, aud 
the placid waters of a lake combine to 
make a lovely and attrastiv stopping-place. 
Three miles more and we are at out desti- 
nation, Lincolu Park, a lively place, with 
the usual attractions of a summer resort. 

The handsome grove is composed of pine 
and oak trees. and rustic benches, arbors, 
swings, picnic tables are all around the 
sloping hills and dells. Two of the mon- 
keys, ‘‘Sam” and ‘‘ Bill,” were running 
races and playing hide-and-seek about the 
grove. ‘‘Sam” espied Bonnie in the 
summer house, snd was bent on making 
acquaintance, by pattiug him on the cheek 
and playing with his ears. Bonnie was 
disposed to be belligerent, and resented 
familiarities, but seeing that there was 
blood in the moukey’s eye, he discreetly 
retreated behind my chair and surveyed 
the old-time man with disdain from tha 
godets of my gown. 


The monkey skipped away to a baby 
who was rolling on the mossy earth, and 
peered doubtfully iuto its face, as though 
he wondered if his children would ever in 
course of time look like that one. William 
was iu high feather, visiting the bear, the 
five.legzed calf, the theater, the fortune- 
teller, the glass-blowers, and all the other 
attractions, as long as his pocket chauge 
held out. I always patronize the merry- 
go-round, and as I had not with me the 
children of the Corner, I invited J, W 
and Bethia to a seat in my coach. The 
ride, or the music, seemed to affact their 
heads, and they were sea-sick, they said, 
and before they were once around the ring, 
they both exclaimed—‘ Le’ me get out!” 
We lolled on the ground, listened to the 
singing birds, the joyous laughter of boys 
and girls and the sighing music of the 
trees. We chatted, recited bits and 
snatches of poems, and read aloud Put- 
nam's ‘‘ News and Notes” from England, 
from THe TauTH SEEKER, that we had 
taken along as a pocket companion, and 
George Jacob Holyoake's sublime intro- 
duction of Putnam to a Birmingham au- 
dience. It was fine. *'Read it again!" 
said J. W., who admires Holyoake from 
the crown of his head to the sole of his 
foot. He once drove thirty miles to hear 
him spesk—that was in England, some 
years ago. Then we read Geo. E, Mac- 
donald's humorous and instructiv sermon 
on *' Oyelones and Superstition.” Roger 
de Coverley would never let anybody 
sleep in his church but himself, and no- 
body eould think of napping while the 
** Observations ” of the sermoniZer of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER are before him, 

The dinner hour arrived, the most fash- 
ionable hour in the world, and it was a 


New England clambake, cooked in the 
open air. There were one hundred and 
eighty anxious faces at the tables, aud 
it was very amusing to note how the tried, 
haggard, fretty, worried looks disappeared 
with the viands, and left instead smiles 
and good nature. Olams, lobsters, blue- 
fish, green corn. sweet potatoes, sausage, 
dressing, hot coffae, all done to a nicety, 
and watermelou for dessert. I looked 
about mo, and the pacified expression on 
the facas seemed to say plainly enough, 
“These are the gods of my idolatry!” 
Anyway, any other god with cartloads of 
spiritual food would hav had to take a back 
seat on that occasion. ; 
Across the road was a big white tent 
which bore the legend ** Gospel Tent," 
and, a meeting being advertised at 8 P.M., 
J. W., Bethia, and I walked over to see if 
sinners are being washed clean in the 
same old way. How many do you suppose 
were present that sunny afternoon in that 
gospel tent there amid ths green trees? 
Just us three and no more! We laughed. 
We couldn’t help it, as we waltzed across 
the platform to the recitation of a prayer 
by J. W. Tho music of the band and the 
flying feet of the daucers in the pavilion 
held the people at the park. The dance 
music, the theater, the monkeys, goats, 
and merry-go-rounds got the best of it. 
The gospel of happiness aud enjoyment 
was being preached, and the other kind 
hadn’t a single votary. Is was nowhere. 
William, who is piously inclined, and vi- 
brates between the Salvation Army and 
the A. M. E. church, said he had made 
several trips to the gospel tent, and he 
** never once seed a soul in it." The souls 
were over in the other place, if anywhere. 
Bat I am spinning such a long yarn. 
We eame home on an early ear to avoid 
the erowd later, quite refreshed and ex- 
hilarated by our day's outing at Lincoln 
Park. S. H. W. 


—f —— 
Correspondence. 


Lyov, Kax., Aug. 10, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I am a little girl 
twelve years old. I hav been reading Tae 
Tnaurg SEEKER lately, and like it very 
much I go to Sunday-school because 
there is no other placa to go to here. My 
Sunday-school teacher happened to read 
the contradiction about Judas. She asked 
me if it wasn't a ** hard death for him to 
die," Isaid: ‘‘ It was pretty hard on him 
to die two ways.” Of course, she saw the 
point, and didn't like it 
‘Iam reading the ‘“‘ Age of Reason.” I 
am also reading the Bible, for, if I am 
going to fight the enemy, I want to know 
what kind of weapons they use. 

GLADIS QUERIN. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MiNN., Aug. 5, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixow: As I hav not writ- 
ien to the Corner for a long time I will 
now take up my pen and write again. I 
hope that you and the Corner hav not for- 
gotten me. I hav not forgotten you. 

I will be glad when school begins, be- 
eause I like to go. I hav a little girl 
friend who savs that everything in the 
Bible is true, but I don't think so. Do 
you, Miss Wixon? If there are any little 
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Neither will medicine. 

Bicycling will. 

All you need is to get out doors 
and let the tonic of rapid motion 
put new blood into your veins 
and tissues. 


Or a HARTFORD, 580 $60. 


Boys’ or Girls’ Hartfords, $50. 


Get a Columbia Catalogue. Free at 
any Columbia agency ; by mail for two 
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girls in the Corner who are Spiritualists T 
, would like to hav them write to me, for T 
iintend to be a Spiritualist when I am 
grown up. I would like to correspond 
with any little girl. 
TI remain your little Liberal friend, 
Branous Q. OHAMBERLIN, 

818 Penn ave., N., Minneapolis, Minn. 

[There are many statements iu the Bible 
that do not agree with the truth, and can 
not be accepted as facts. Hence they ` 
must be rejected by sensible people. 
Blanche is & good girl aud when she 
grows up she will be just what reason, evi- 
dence, good judgment, and sound sense 
compel her to be.—Eb. O. O.] 

Atonison, Kan., Aug. 1, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: The good Lord is to 
blame again. He is forever getting into 
the soup. At Vancehurg, Ky., July 30th, 
Richard Cooley, of Fairview, insane apot 
religion, attempted to eut his wife's throat, 
but was overpowered, not by the good 
Lord, though. He will be committed to 
an asylum. A revival has been in progress 
at Fairview for some time, and being a 
deeply religious man, of emotional tem- 
perament, Cooley became bereft of reason. 
Added tothis, he was greatly grieved that 
his wife and children attended a dancing 
picnic a few days ago for the benefit of 
the church. 

What won’t these superstitious religious 
idiots do? It is becoming daugerots to 
hav them running at large. I think the 
safest place for allof them is inan asylum, 
for they are all crazy more or less, and are 
liable to do anvthing. Will Mr. Cooley 
be forgiven and saved for attempting thís 
terrible crime, and will his wife and ¢hil- 
dren be admitted throngh the pearly gates 
into the golden city above for dancing at 
this picnic, or will they be side-tracked to 
that ether city where the climate is so 
warm? If they escape this terrible city 
after committing the sins that God has 
inflicted upon them, then I think that 
there is a good chance for all; so I will 
forever keep my nose out of religious af- 
fairs and accent with free grace whatever 
isto come. Your Liberal friend, 

Jons J. I. REMSBURG, 


[Our friend John is & reasoner, a phi- 
losopher, and his conclusions are correct. 
We sbould pity the weak-minded and de- 
mented who perform acts shockiug to our 
sense of right and justice. 

There's a lot of work before us, John, 
in trying, as best we can, to undo the 
effect of a false system of education. We 
may not see great results in our time, but 
our efforts will tell in the long run.— 
Ep. C. O.] 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to repair. 
clo-ely regnlate and re urn watchea 9d or 3d 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butchered instead of restored Many 
are now making money but Many more can make 


: money easy by 8ending me the work of their 


friends and neigbbor.. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
Bilver-ware, eto. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spo:n, and The Papular Free- 
thought Bad;e. ! 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILU. 


COLUMBIAS— They almost fly. 


ex 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to " 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as ' Eye-openers," in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evaagels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so iow in price that thousands of gen- 
erous hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
graiuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 

An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H. Clay 


Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
Poverty: Its Effects on the Politica! Condi- 


Better than Eter- 
Babcock........... 


Repeal the Sunda 
* Origin of Sab 


Luse...... DERE sida sina MEHREREN . 
Astro- rheology. L.L Dawson, Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 
be but an Allegorical representation of 
the sun's course through the different 
Zodiaoal signs................. e n 5 
Aposties of Christ. Austin Holyoake......... 5 
Tne Bible God Disproved by Nature. W. E. 


Ole MATL... sere ee sees ocean enne epem ceases 5 d = 

Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll. 22000. 3 (Ronis to nome, of the Suaday-sehool. 
the Bible: Is it Reliable as a Guido? O. Watts. 2| Two Short Sermons, Rev. Theologious....... 1 
Blasphemy anc the Bible „O B Reynolds. .... 5 | Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh... ..... :o8 
Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 

Passes as the Inspired Word ot God..... 5 Charles Bradlaugh.................. sese 3 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof v. Max Muller. ... 5| What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh .. 3 
Constantine the Great, Portrayiug the Ini- Who Was Jesus Christ? Chas. Bradlangh.... 3 


quity of the First Christian Emperor. 


. H. PrestoD......... Lees sees vB 3 | When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus 1 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. i i iew of Sunderland's 
This is the statute under which Mr. J. | What j¢phe Bible? & Review of Sunderland's , 


. Wise is now indict.d for sending a 


: > * 1 
yerse from the Bible through the mail.) Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 


. B. Wakeman......... ...... R 10 i i i i 
Cruelty sad Oreduliyof thé’ Human Mass ^| WasChrist pruetiedt Amin Bie Roni 1 
r. Danie. Lp EIE E 
Ohristianity a Borrowed Rystem. Bennett. 2 28 Lafayette place, Now York. 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts ............ 5 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts ....... 2 
The Ohristian Faita. 20) Questions Without 
ADBWEMB. «2... eee e eee neg cece a qnnm nene 2 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Christian Missionary aod a Chinese 
andarin 


BRAIN « BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 

This isthe only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. : 
upon scientific Phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent a8 well as convincing. 


Price, cloth. 81. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694.439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United Btates. 
Should It Be Exempt from 


The IET and Freethought. Franklin 
ra DT PORE E 
Oongress and Sunday Laws. (Shall the Mails 
be Stopped on Bunday?) By the Editor 


of The Truth Seeker..............- e 3 
and Holy Days &nd Holi. 


The Decliue of Faith. J & Remsburg : 
Detense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts.. 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 
niverse? Austin Holyoake............ 8 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 
Sincere Ohristian.. ...... ...... eese. 
The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 
Evolution Teaches Neither Athei m nor Ma- 
erialism. R.S Brigham 
Evolution of Israel's God, A. È 
Essays on Miracles. 8 
Father, Son, aad Holy Ghost 'T E Longshore 
The Fear of Death. D.M. nett..... 
Foundations. John Syphers................... 
Free dipgoch and Free Press. Percy Bysshe 


o eee cece 


M.D.. 
. Hawson 


G lof Christiauit: d the Gospel of y 
sg Ereothon ht AnnioBes&at ^ ceres Taxation? 
as Man a Soul? arles Bradlaugh......... 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Austin REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


olyoake..... rhet see neses teer 8 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 


Ocourrence. Prof. Louis Bisberg.. 8| Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argn- 

E There a God? Charles Bradlaugh . . 8} ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 

f You Take Away My Religion What Will You of Faots, giving, from the Census of 1890, 

Give MeinltsSte.d? H. B. Martin, M.D. 3| the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 

iis America the New World? L L Dawson:.. J0 f tyin the United States and in the several States 

Infidelity. H. W. Beecher...................... 1 | and ferritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
5 


Aufidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 
iagersoll Catechised. Wih Mr. Ingersoll's 

Poem on Robert Burns.. 
Ingersoli on McGlynn 
The B We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 
. M. Benneit. 0... cee see c sensas 
Ts the Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 


a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading. Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 
This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub. 


5 
2 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. 6 | lished. Inno other work are the tacts, figures. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Padcn. 5| snd arguments tobe found. The figures. bein 
iLabor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh . .. 8 | Jerived from the Government Census of 1890, w. 
Land Question. Charles Bradlsugh........... 2 | not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake....... 2 | have been completed — probably about eigat 
ay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll. ............ 5 | years hence. earguments are unanswerable 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling th:t .nd will hav the dew of morning ou them so lon 
. of Jesus Ohrist..... ...................... D | a8 the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
Logic of Death: or, Wor Should the Atheist :0 Sxist. " 2 eg 
Fear to Die? By G.J. Holyoake  ...... 8 single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 


The Logic of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougat. Q. J. Holyoake.... 8 


nai t Freothougat. QJ: Holyoake.. shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
udicrous Aspects o ristianity. A. Hol. 


reductions are made: 


yoake ....... ot ce egce caters senscerisecccese 5 l'en copies. - - . . $1.00 
Liberty and Morality. Monoure D. Conway. aj] Fifty copies . - - 450 
‘The Libertyof Printing Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 8 Jne hundred copies - - - 8.00 
Literature of the Insane. F. R Marvin, M.D. Larger quantities at pecial rates. 
* Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 
People are off in ffell...................... 1 
Materialism an! Or me. B FUnderwood.... 5 
Moral Value of ths Bible. Chas. Watte. of Ha. 3 " é 
oody's Sermon on Hell. riticism o - 
vival Doctrine............. eese 1 I S d 
Natural Religion vs. Revealed Religion. An- S uici e 
nie Besant. ...... eel esee 2 $ 
New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh... 3 9 
New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh... 8 11 | 
New Life of Jacob. Charles Braiaugh.. 8 by 
Now Life of gonah. guni, radlangh.... 8 
e ORES. rles Bradlaugh....... 8 * 
Tos New Faith, ri. 1, Broddard.. ec ;| Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
e New Age. W. (3 EOE 5 > 
The Old Reugions andthe New. W8: Bali.. 1 Letters and Replies from Em- 
n Eterna. m : . A 
On Prayer, Annie Besant... s}inent Men. With a Startling 


Education ‘of Ohildren. 
Annie Besant. ritten during her 
Transition from Ohristianity.... 


Chapter on 


Open Letter tv my Old Friends the Quakers. sos ( f Hi i 
s D- MOOOLTO 2. uel risanni onttoa rema 
Orthodazy. “Robert G Ingersoli.............. T Great Suici 88 Ü IS Ory. 
, Dur per in Heaven. oem by Oharles ; 
Our Lordand Savior Jesus itis, PELO 1] Schopenhauer’s Celebrated 


e. 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsbürg. 2H 
Piea for Impartial Taxation. 8 B Duryea, T 
&keman, Q B Hawes................. 
Protestant Intolerance. Johu E Remsburg.. 
Philosophy of Secularism. Oharles Watts.... 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as described 
by the Bible. Perdozen.................. 10 


Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers, - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 
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| 
By Samuel Porter Putnam 
Large Octavo, 165 pp., Gilt Sides and 


Back, Marbled Edges. $s. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


l 


EET 


$6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


„Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


DE 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers - 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Oonsidering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, it is evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. - Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such & bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four HuxpRzD Yxans or Frer- 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker’ One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COQ., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument for ` limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Pl , New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A néw edition of that splendid prose poem 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
.uürrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistig 
ard, 8: 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inohes, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid, 
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A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESI 


i BEING ^ 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Chris:ianity. 
Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. i 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. g 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
2-Lafavette place, New York. 


Address 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn B)ok? 


Do your children learn these beauti! :ongso 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and » herp oets 
and sing them in your homes, makiig .2em hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A OOPY ‘een cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 95 3 Cis. 


“Gems of Phought 


Inrenatry of life is also intensity of 
helpfulness.— Ruskin. 


AS soon as some men feel patriotic they 
want to fight. —G'alveston News. 


Tux desires of a free people are seldom 
prejudicial to liberty. —AMacAiavelli. 


He livs long who livs well, and the time 
misspent is not lived, but lost. —Fuller. 


Waar the world needs most is a remedy 
for narrow-mindedness,— Galveston News. 


Ler us consider the reason of the case. 
For nothing is law that is not reason.— Sir 
J. Powell. 


A OLEVER theft was praiseworthy among 
the Spartans, and it is equally so among 
Christians, provided that it be on a suff- 
ciently large scale. — Herbert Spencer. 


Taur courage is cool and calm. The 
bravest men hav the least of brutal, bully- 
ing insolence, and in the very time of dan- 
ger are found the most serene and free. 


: Wz sleep, but the loom of life never 
stops, and the pattern which was weaving 
when the sun went down is weaving when 
it comes up to-morrow.—Z. W. Beecher. 


Or all injustice, that is the greatest 
which goes under the name of law, and of 
all sorts of tyranny the forcing of the let- 
ter of the law against the equity is the most 
insupportable, —L’ Estrange. 


Tur spirit of liberty is not merely, as 
multitudes imagin, & jealousy of our own 
particular rights, but a respect for the 
rights of others, and an unwillingness that 
any man, whether high or low, should be 
wronged.— Channing. 


VorTAIRxz made up his mind to fight the 
superstitions of his time. He fought with 
every weapon that genius could devise or 
use. He was the greatest of all caricatur- 
ists, and he used this wonderful gift with- 
out mercy. For pure, crystallized wit he 
had no equal. The art of flattery was car- 
ried by him to the hight of an exact sci- 
ence. He knew and practiced every sub- 
terfuge, He fought the army of hypocrisy 
and pretense, the army of faith and false- 
hood.—Jngersoll. 


Demooracy is in the music of Wagner» 
the art of Millet, the poetry of Whitman. 
It is not a hand given one class at the 
sacrifice of another, a mode of life laid out 
for the poor, a tribute to or recognition of 
the efficacy or holiness of poverty, but 
loyal tenders both hands all around to rich 
and poor, prince and peasant, irrespectiv 
of antecedent or existing titles or family 
prestige, exalting neither possession nor 
disinheritance, frankly everywhere recog: 
nizing the moyement of its life below and 
above the local and temporary conditions 
‘that are often misjudged to be the pro- 
‘foundest manifests of social and spiritual 
‘tendency.— Horace L, "1raubel, 


Taz improver of natural knowledge ab- 
‘solutely refuses to acknowledge authority, 
-agsuch. For him, skepticism is the highest 

of duties, blind faith the one unpardonable 
‘sin. And it cannot be otherwise, for every 
‘great advance in natural knowledge has in- 
volved the absolute rejection of authority, 
'the cherishing of the keenest skepticism, 
‘the annihilation of the spirit of blind faith, 
‘and the most ardent votary of science holds 
this firmest convictions, not because the 
imen he most venerates hold them, not be- 
‘cause their verity is testified by portents 
‘and wonders, but because his experience 
teaches him that whenever he chooses to 
‘bring these convictions into contact with 
their primary source, nature, whenever he 
thinks fit to test them by appealing to ex- 
periment and to observation, nature will 
confirm them. The man of science has 
learned to believe in justifieation, not by 


~ {Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices. 


faith, but by verification. Zhomas H. | 


Huxley. 


Ix our lunatic asylums we frequently see 
persons sent there in consequence of what 
are called religious mental disturbances. 
I confess that I think better of them than 
of many who hold the same opinions and 
keep their wits and appear to enjoy life 
very well, outside of the asylums. Any 
decent person ought to go mad if he really 
holds such opinions. It is very much to 
his discredit, in every point of view, if he 
does not. Anything that is brutal, cruel, 
and makes life hopeless for most of man- 
kind, and perhaps for whole races, any- 
thing that assumes the necessity of exter- 
minating instincts which were given to be 
regulated, if received, ought to produce 
insanity in every well-regulated mind. I 
am very much ashamed of some people for 
retaining their reason when they ought to 
know perfectly well that if they were not 
the most Stupid or most selfish of human 
beings they would become non-compotes 
at once.— Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bav. G. T. Fox. M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, ^ Address this office, 


THE TRUTH 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly ‘or 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply tos 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
genera. 

BIBLE 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M. D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS, 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 

' before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettstein’s 

raternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 

which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 

of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliant lectures. 

Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 

tion, * What Has Infidelity, Done?" should be 

induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS, Showing how 
ihe two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. " Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 


their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingerso 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. : 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Tts In- 
fluence eer Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of & God man should make.| 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A 
Robert G. Ingersoll and one of that great 
man's bisti The gubjocts considered are: or 

O eligion Dying Out, Religious Dea 
Mad Births ‘The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 


lecture by Colonel! 


hammed, The Destruction c 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, | 
Charles Darwiu, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins#iration, Tne Reign of 
Truth &nd Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, “ No Bible, No Civilization;” Mira- 
cles of the New, Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment, Some who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, immortality. This lecture is 


e Dis- : 


Hi C Luse. 2 
TEMPÉRANCE. Showing thas 
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SEEKER. 


on the famous text, The Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R, Smith. — 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of How, Freneriox Douanass and Cor. Ros- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Ünconstitutienal. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 


occupies 38 pages. 
PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 


posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to & devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good 


THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. | 


One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widdicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
id osnel. HJ Sexgneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONYENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. : 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th aud 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Boing the Nuremburg Collection. with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. i 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON YOL» 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's auniversary of. Voltaire's death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lifo of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. : 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 

Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event.  . : 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’s alleged acts which would lead one 
to that conclusiou. K Washburn. 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
Other Agnostio Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nam. 
Tne title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Patnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions ofit have feon called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
avd the Real. Not Dead, but Living - 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short porm so often 
recited with proat effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Ohi- 
cago. onside-ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 

Upou H-r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 

Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 

Beuefactor of Woman. usau H. Wixon 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 


HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, CO.. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 


MakeYou / ZK 


\ 
Laugh. 


m 


It will 
Corner 
the 
Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


_ The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


ADO nus. 200 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family . 
Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 


Against Jabin and Bisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Bamson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Btories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Saor. 


the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lajayette Pl, New York city, 
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In the nature of things, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this couniry 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked 4 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome. style of 
** Voltaire " and * Lincoln," and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxarnsoLr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln— said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

*An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought." 

A lecture by IxexasoLr, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Br OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth,'75 cents. 
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JYot for Parsons. 


SNoacs: '*Was it not disgraceful the 
way in which Smiges snored in church to- 
day?" Stuggs: '*I should think it was. 
Why, he woke us ail up." 


Miss Goine: ** Why do you object to 
basebail on Sunday?" Rev. Mr. Hooter: 
** Because it is impossible for me to attend 
on that day." — New York Herald. 


Host: **Why, you're surely not going 
to bed yet, captain. We are going to hav 
prayers presently." Captain: ‘‘ Aw, yes, 
thanks very much. I never take anything 
after dinner.” 


Mr. JACOB AmsacHEr, of Berkeley, has 
been pronounced sufficiently unlike the 
rest of us to be sent to the Ukiah asylum 
for the original. He recently entered a 
church and made off with the big Bible. 
The commissioners believed that he wanted 
to read it, and that settled the hash of Ja- 
cob Ambacher.— Ambrose Bruce. 


Ong of the best stories told by Dean 
Hole is of an old-fashioned cathedral ver- 
ger, ‘‘lord of the aisles,” who, one noon, 
found a pious visitor on his knees in the 
sacred edifice. The verger hastened up 
to him and said, in a tone of indignant ex- 
citement: ** The services in this cathedral 
are at 10 in the morning and at 4 in the 
afternoon, and we don't hav no fanoy 
prayers." 


‘Way, deacon, what are you looking 
for?" asked Golightly, as he observed the 
deacon examining his wood-pile the other 
evening. *'' Well, I'm just examining this 
load of wood to see if itis all right. You 
see, I bought it from Brother Brown yes- 
terday, and in prayer-meeting to-night he 
called himself so many kinds of a miserable 
sinner that I thought it just possible it was 
the quality of this load of wood that was 
weighing on his mind." 


WawTEDI—À million boys and girle to 
attend Sunday-school in Newark, N. J.! 
Boys taught how to kill each other to date! 
Girls encouraged in anything they want to 
do! Piety not an object! Sunday-schools 
must be crowded! The chance of a life- 
time! Ho! for the meeting-house where 
you oan leave your gun in the aisle while 
vou wait! Nothing like it! Pionics and 
Christmas trees out of the race! Library 
filled with yellow-covered books! More 
blood, more thunder, more fun, more 
show than at any other Sunday-school in 
New Jersey.—New York Press. 


Turs is old but always good: 

Dr. Farness, of Philadelphia, tells & 
characteristic story about Wendell Phil- 
lips. ‘‘ Several clergymen,” he says, 
** boarded a street car in Boston one day, 
and oue of them, hearing it intimated 
that Wendell Phillips was on the car, got 
up and asked the conductor to point 
him out. The conductor did so, and the 
miuister, going up to the orator, said: 
* You are Mr. Phillips, Iam told?’ ‘Yes, 
sir. ‘I should like to speak to you about 
something, and I trust, sir, you will not 
be offended.” ‘There is no fear of it,’ 
was the sturdy answer, and then the min- 
ister began to ask Mr. Phillips earnestly 
why he persisted in stirring up such an 
unfriendly agitation in one part of the 
country about an evil that existed in 
another part. ‘ Why,’ said the olergy- 
man, ‘do you not go South and kick up 
this fuss and leave the North in peace?’ 
Mr. Phillips was not the least ruffled, and 
answered, smilingly: ‘You, sir, I pre- 
sume, are a minister of the gospel?’ ‘I 
am, sir,’ said the clergyman. ‘And your 
calling is to save Souls from hell?’ ‘ Ex- 
actly, sir.’ ‘Well, then, why don't you 
go there?” 


THE ASOENT OF MAN. 


{‘* Professor Drummond's ‘Ascent of 
Man’ was discussed in the Assembly of the 
Free church, and very severely handled.’’] 
What? Sprung frae an ape wi’ a danglin’ 

bit tailie? . 

Evolved by a process o’ naiteral law? 

Wnst? Me, sir? An elder i’ kirk an’ a 


bailie? 
That boast o’ the bluid o’ the Yellow 
Macaw? 
Xe'd gar me be takin’ me graunfeyther's 
Bible, 
An’ write doun ‘‘Gorilla,” the sire o’ | 
usa 
Na, na! 'Tisna me that’s the traitor tae 


ibe 
The family tree o' the Yellow Macaw. 


We gang straught awa’, through the son 
o’ ta Phairsons : 
Tae Nosh an’ Adam, and back to th 


Fa 
Aw’ nane but respectable kirk-gangin’ 
pairsons ` : 
Hae place i’ the tree o’ the Yellow 
Macaw. 
Baboons! Leave the Sassenach o’er his 


manilla, 


But strike me teetotal if e’er a gorilla — * 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..................--- $0 25 

Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- ai 
NOL; sec esacce cscs RAUS qu 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illius- è 
TALO OEN ro A T A 

Answer to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- - 

20 ' 
10 
4C 


Sabbath Breakiùg. John E. Remsburg... 25 
Travels in, Fait 


Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller............ 25 


n 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology &nd Re- 


Issues or 1892.—$3. ? 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. . 85 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- ág 
Od... eeacrecrecs dca ievesevezse caveneles 
Was OhristOrucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 


Pulpit, P. 


Awtul Disclosures of Maria Monk. 
Pocket Theology. Vol 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 


Tae boast as he will o’ his Puggie-* 
Papa! 


Shall sit i’ the tree o’ the Yellow Macaw! 
* Monkey. — Punch. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— $3. 


from Tradition to Rea- 
son. Robert C. Adams .................. 25 


My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- i 
BIN T S ipa steps ess sso ETE 25 


ligion. 'T. E. Longshore................ 50 


ew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 


loltaire.........«:.- esses . 


co 
Liberty in Literature. 
alt Whi 


Proetor........ ce ee o eee earn rotto B SP 
Candle From Under the Bushel m : nA 
[D CPP . 3 
The Holy Bible Abridged............ Teee eree 30 ; 
Falso Olai i The Illustrations are 


aims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg..................- eene eS, 10 i 
Issues oF 1898.—8$3. ie teprosent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


The Church Robbing the People. 


The Creeds. 
s Christians and Mohammedans. 


eo 
Li 


Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 2 bx Thanksgiving. 
Q. Ingersoll 15 6 " Sabbath Laws. 
The Oreation of God. 14 " Children and the Church. 
mann.........ee ftgeativeIurl e 50 30 €" Woman and the Church. | 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. $ The Chareh and Thomas Paine. 
. E. Billings ................ eeeeesossese 25 4 p Studies in Natural History. 
Resurrection of Jesus...............--».- e. 40 8 " The Bible and Science. 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 15 ts The Clergy and Their Flocks, 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 1 Hi Piet; in Our Penitentiaries. 
igion a Lie. S. P. Putnam............. 25 4 * The Atonement Scheme. 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 4 ^ The Lord and His Works. 
THe TRUTH SEEKER 15 E s Prayer. 
1 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chri 
John E. Homburg 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam.................-- 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine..... ......... 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 15 
risus = Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstei 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson.. "EE 
Sister Lucy. | Her Awful Disclosures of i 
ewhall Oonvent.............. RARUS 10 


f appeared iu th 
lished. We must give the Trut 


. WIXOD.........-. testor D 


Issuzs or 1894.— $8. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 

from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should 


bands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Gongress and Sunday Laws ................. 5 
he Better World. A dip into the future 


of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- 


| ——THE— 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL* 
NESS OF THE OHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUERCH AND 


185 


Futl~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


` TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


ESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
DEO Tp A RAT OF O M 
THE DESIGNER. 


classified as follows: 
H represent, Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 


Missionaries. 


1 - The Lord's Instruments. : 
E] ^" Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
1 * he Church and Slavery. 
2 pi riests and, Politics. h 
é s eland and the Church. 
2 e Church's 1dea of Civilization. 
1 be The Uses of the Cross. 
é = Unkind Reflections on the Church, 
9 bad Persecutions of the Church. 
19  * Some Allegories. 
a 3 ee 
el 
7 “ Miscellaneous. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 

is country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be ph 
T h Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of ail. 
At twice the price it would have been a cheap book. Artist j : 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freet: 


Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
kers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genins to 

Freethought,and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. Butthe pict- 

ares do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearly twọ hundred pages of reading 

reed s ala first a8 eapianenious of the illustrations, aid secondi as texts to prove the utter 
of the church’s professions an e ocrisy of those who 2 

book p^ one of tne best weapons against Oniiidanity and the church that has ever been put in the 


old them. Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
fddroes THR WRITE SERRE. 


NO ** BEGINNING;" | 


H e light of modern thought. F. D. OR 
üummingS.........-.- ce re pr prt 5 A 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. ‘Robertson. : | The Fundamental Fallacy. 
. .Hlustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 | 
Jingles and Prose.. Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. a 
;Q. Rod... ee ccisessccscawetssgeesessee i 
Remodeling the Government. With Re * A common-sense exposure of the error in the 


rrasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
* Creation” or " First Cause” of things. 
By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 
“ This volume discusses the question of & cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording tht even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one or the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember séeing.”—THE 
RUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1898. 


Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 
Paiox, $1; POSTPAID. 
Addrase THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


R 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. : 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Compmzp BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE, 
A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
i 9 O regainig ! within one and a half miles of Media county seat 
I byreading the mostcompletebookof and within four miies of Chester, Pa., on the 
BI) Medical, Social, Sexual Science, | Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 


pio RC TOME 10 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. z 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, . 
- Single numbers soid at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it. to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 


10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is notin magic potions, ‘specifics * 
Aj or Melo Pera but only in 
HEALTH. 


| emin good timber growing on the p ace, some ^hoice 
| by an eminent hysiçian of 85 years apple and pear trees in fruiting condition, House 
and barn on thc place. but are old buildings. 
: equalled by none, | Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
Ti 9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line bstween 
M Its. essays. ‘on marri S, parentage, Modia and Chester, with less than five minutes 
Oin ATINE TAL eto, The place is specially well located for & florist. 
jl | rad ace musble:yalue to ct now ! and it would bea fine summer residence for one 
| married or who ever expecttobe ^ who would put a modern house on it. Fight 
d The Jast edition has 1,000 pages, | years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 | or 
: acre, and no land near it has sold as low as tha 
wood cuts, 21 chromose showing i since. Several smaller places have sold at 81.000 
à por acre., The land slopes toward the southwest, 
P nly $1.60 by Mail; Circulars Free. | overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


Address £u TRUTH SEEKER, THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
98 Lafayette Place New York. Address W. H., care Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God.* à 
Cloth, 75 cents. 
e d Lad 
$75 A MONTI Ent 


A permanent situation 
guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5808, Boston, Maas. 


OD 000000000006 0608 


AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!! 


We want 1000 more active agents before 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
can be easily made in any locality; Our goods è 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per e 

@ cent. commission on all sales. Send to- ay LJ 
(9 full particulars, or we will send wit! 


Soli Silver upon receint 9t 10 Gents, | in 
8 o R ablished in - 
è dress STANDARD SILVERWARE 
CO., Boston, Mass. 

0e 90-9. 09.09.09. 09.0. 0-90 
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Y cured, & 
booklet will be sent to their 

ten cents, senled in a plain envelope, 

Weiving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

B plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Out- 

ward Applicntion—a positive cure—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of sum 

ees, DR. R. P. FELLOWS, " 


fiy where you saw thisadver,. Vineland, N. Ja 


NOW READ THIS! 


Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this [ong practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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MEALS AT ALL HOURS. 


Mutton Chops ~-- 


i + Shekels 
AN Beef Steak -~ % oe 


A GLUITON 


Zs = Tw 


L 
—R = AM EI^ 
ae — ! 
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AND A WINEBIBBER. 


Feston 
ee 


The son of man came eating and drinking, snd they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of 


publicans and sinners. 


But wisdom is jastified of her children.— Mat. xi, 19. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


Tue revolution in Ecuador givs promis 
of being successful. 


Reports of fighting and massacres hav 
been received from Bulgaria. 


At the present writing, war between 
Peru and Bolivia seems to be inevitable. 


On August 17th eight men were killed 
and ten injured by a blast near Clearfields, 
B. 


Tux National Democratic Silver Confer- 
ence at Washington on August 15th was 
slimly attended. 


À STRIKE of the garment workers (except 
the coat-makers, who recently won their 
fight) is on in this city. 


THERE was a tumult in the Chamber of 
Deputies of Belgium when the religious 
education bill passed second reading. 


A commission is now investigating the 
recent massacre of missionaries at Ku- 
cheng, China. Arrests hav been made. 


Tut fourteenth parliament under Queen 
Victoria opened on August 12th. Speaker 
Gully was re-elected without a dissenting 
vote. 


Tue bicycle is coming into use in the 
distribution of newspapers. One paper in 
hee has bought sixty for its delivery 

oys, 


Art the Lake Superior copper mines 
hav raised wages since August 1st, gener- 
ally an advance of 10 per cent, being 
given, 


THE corn crop of the United States this 
year promises to be very large. It is now 
estimated that it will reach 2,000,000,000 
bushels, 


Lorn WornsELEY becomes commander- 
in-chief of the British armies, succeeding 
the Duke of Cambridge, resigned. Lord 
Wolseley is an Irishman. 


A MAGISTRATE in this city fined a private 
detectiv for ‘‘shadowing”’ a man at the in- 
stigation of his wife, holding him to be 
guilty of ‘‘ disorderly conduct.” 


In Alabama timber thieves dug a ditch 
thirteen miles in length through which to 
float logs from government lands to a saw- 
mill hidden in the valley below. 


Tur American Wool and Cotton Re- 
porter says that more than 100 new woolen 
mills hav been constructed in the United 
States within the Jast six months, 


Tuomas HovrNDEN, the distinguished 
artist, was instantly killed near Philadel- 
phia on August 14th, while trying to save 
a little girl from an approaching train. 


GENERAL and UNITED STATES SENATOR 
Maxey (ex) of Texas, died at Eureka 
Springs, Ark., on August 16th, He was 
born in Monroe county, Ky., March 30, 
1825. 


Ir a man forgets where he is when on a 
park bench in this city, reading his paper, 
and drops to sleep, he is taken to the police 


atation and fined by the magistrate the 


next morning. 


Spat is mobilizing her reserves for ser- 
vice in Cuba, and, in one instance at least, 
volleys had to be: fired over their heads to 
induce them to embark for the ‘‘ Ever- 
Faithful Isle.” 


Rrvatt merchants in Chicago are agitat- 
ing for a prohibitiv license tax on depart- 
ment stores for the ultimate purpose of 
preventing the lowering of the selling 
prices of commodities. 


SinvER Democratic conventions hav re- 
cently been held in Missouri and Texas. 
The regular convention in Mississippi de- 
clared for free silver, and the outvoted sil- 
ver men in the Iowa regular convention 
seem disposed to bolt. 


Ir is contended that there is no real 
competition between the Standard Oil 
Compary and the Russian syndieate, they 
having, it is said, divided the territory 
open to trade between them, each supply- 
ing certain countries. 


SENATOR PEFFER has written a letter in 
which he comes out strongly in favor of 
; a currency based on land values. He has 
: discarded silver and the sub-treasury plan 
as sure remedies, and says that the chie! 
trouble with the country is interest and 
rent. 


Tue best known publisher in Europe, 

i Baron Bernhard Christian Tauchnitz, oi 
Leipsic, is dead, at the age of seventy. 

nine, Ata time when there was no inter- 

national copyright, he sought out authors 

and obtained their permission to the re 

publication of their works, and voluntarily 

paid them. j 


Tug attacks of the Prohibitionists hav 
resulted in the closing of the Hote: 
Orleans at Spirit Lake, Iowa, practically 
ruining the resort so far as the patronag: 
of the wealthy is concerned, Seventy-five 
guests had to leave, including Unitec 
States Senator Gear and Congressmar 
Henderson. 


Tue Sunday-closing crusade has nearly 
‘depopulated the northern resorts on thai 
day. Bronx Park, Crotona Park, anc 
others in that direction were almost de- 
serted last Sunday. Two months ago 
there were tens on tens of thousands oi 
people there every Sunday; now they go 
to Coney Island and other places not 
under the rule of this city. 


Harry De Winpt, the explorer, pur- 
poses to make a trip overland from Amer- 
ica to Europe, starting from Sitka in 
March, 1896. His object is to explore 
Alaska beyond Mt St. Elias and the north. 
eastern part of Siberia, He will cross 
Bering Straits in the winter on the ice; the 
distance is thirty-two miles, The whole 
journey will be a long, perilous, and ex- 
pensiv one. 


Governor Evans, of South Carolina, 
says that the *' blind tigers” are taking the 
state; that liquor is sold openly at more 
places than when license was the legal sys- 
tem. He says that the state is paying the 
dispensary constables $5,000 per month, 
but that they are utterly unable to cope 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“ Intercourse Between the Soul and Body.” 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents, 


Interesting books by same author:  .. 
i Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp.,...... .75 
Divine Love and Wisdom," 248 pp.,..... .75 
» Divine Providence," 808 pp.,............. Ed 
v Gonjugal DOV," 472 pp. c... e sees 81.00 
‘Trae Christian Religion," 982 pp........ 1.50 
Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1,2, 8,4 each, $1 


Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Remodeling the Government, 


An carnest essav for radical reform in our 
mode of government. to which are added bright, 
interesting sketches on, Bible temperanoe, the 
Christ grinor le, morality, religion. faith, and 
belief, Gods, Theist, and Atheist and spiritology 

By W. L. WILLIS. 
Well printed in large type on good paper. 
Prick, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms or religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. Is 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the Price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 centa in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper 50 cents in cloth 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. *- 


Verse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo- 
laajesl tarma. Prina. 2 canke. 
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E 
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PRICE 25 CENTS 


with the situation, and he will now put 
every city and town under the metropol- 
itan police if necessary to enforce the law, 


Catarrh Cannot Be Cured 


with LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they cannot 
reach the seat of the disease. Oatarrh is a blood 
or constitutional disease, and in order to cure it 
you must take internal remedies. MHali’s Ca- 
tarrh Cure is takeu internally, and acts directly 
on the blood ani mucous surfaces Hall's Ca- 
tarrh Cure is not a quack medicine. It was pre- 
scribed by one of the best physicians in this 
c untry for years. and is a regular prescription. 
It is composed of the best tonics known, com- 
bined with the best blood purifiers, acting di- 
reotly on the mucous surfaces. The perfect 
combination of the two ingredients is what nro- 
duces such wonderful results in curing Catarrh. 
Send for testimonials, free. 
F. J. CHENEY & CO.. Prop., Toledo, O. 
Sold by druggists, price 75 cents. 


ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 
Price, 5 cents. THE'| RUTH SERRER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 
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RIGHT LIVING j 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid>ring from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tuz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 

To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaEETHINKER'S Prororian Text-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proror1aL Tzxr-Boox. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PrioTORIAL 
TrxT-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulnes: ct tto Church’s 
claim to being a divine and cenoficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Huston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 


giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Oreeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book-—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book hag had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 

et it now. 


Ld 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has eyer before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. E 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eraliam. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. ‘There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Ohristianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator, 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprror Truru Szexer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Barr. 
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LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


WITH 
THE 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


OO a a i i i i el 


For $6.50 we will send Tur TaurH Sxexer one year ($3) and S. P. 


Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” ($5). 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges-——the most magnificent work ever 


Large Octavo, 1150 


issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 


the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
sol. Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 


T8060. 


It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 


and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. 


-HUNDRED YEARS oF FREEgTHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 


rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 


most shining advance. 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 


progress. 


No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 


glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery.of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 


SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


free. a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF 


OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-hound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE Of CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


TTS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


** Four 


For $5 we wilsend Tax TmurH Szrzkxs one year ($3) and “Paino’s 


great Works Complete "($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tux Trura SerreR one year ($3) and “ The. World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tus TRUTH Szxkzn one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


can help but be well-informed in all sciencific matters. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz TsurH Szrxzs one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Tux Trura Seeger one year ($3) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Tug Tzurs Serger one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru Szrxer one sear ($3) and “ Old Tes- 


tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


The Preethinker s Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION, 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $450. The 
2.75 Pin and THe Trurs 
EEKEE one Year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 3475. Bigar Spoons and ‘irurTn Swexer, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, Addresa 


HE TRUTH SEEKBR. 


Scientific Books Cheap. Researches 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hay on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
dea: for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Medieval Education. By 
R.S Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Pastana Present By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern 'Thougnt. By S. 

aing. 75 cents, 

Vormacion o. Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

. habits. By Charles Darwin. ‘Scents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.8.E. 
Two books in ona volume. 75 cents. | f 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
iribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 

ully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discnssion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
iliams, F.C.S. Two books in one volume 
.T5cents. | , 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numerous notes 
and illustrations and an index. By George 
Rawlinson, M A. In two volumes. Over 700 
pages p-intedin large type. Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory, 
By Gzonez J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion I WUELS the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
bui organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . .Adaptation and 

eauty are alike receiving their explanation at 

the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

Ji nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
piece has taken plave in the direction of natural- 

m, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religions mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new aud & terrible force in ths 
words M traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy Go 
i Tüzstrated. Price. cloth, $2. 
A ddreas. THE TRUTH SEEKER 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B, Westbrook, A. M, 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, 


in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS i 
Bv GEORGE W., BROWN, M.D. 
fourth Edition 


Part 1.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. 

Part IL—Hesearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteer 
chapters. | Aa es 

Part III.—Derivetion of Christianity ; twenty 


c apters. 
Part piri ence Came the Aryans? Five chap 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. ?8 Lafavette Place. New York Citv. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. ‘he narrative is,in the main, a his. 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It ix 
just such a story of human life a8 we should ex. 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure tc 
be wortb the attention of the rest of the world 
Price. 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 81. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature, Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism., Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Ontdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth. B 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Afürmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Súnday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. 


Price. 2ue 


! Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shak:- 


pere could not write, etc. Price. 20 centa. 
Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best ;ikeness of Paine 
Price, 10 cents. 
Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 


| Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Allare architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time. 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


Addres "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Hreidenker-Bicher. 


Wir haben folgende Biidjer in 
bentjdjer Sprache, meldje fer berühmt find : 


,, Die Sretbümer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifche Beleuchtung bes Dentateud) im 
fidt der modernen Weltan- 
{chhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gotterdaimmerung, ‘ 
von Gol. 9t. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents, 


,, Wunder und Wunderthiter, / 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glaube und Vernunft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
bes rémifc-Patolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus dem Franzofifchen überfebt von 
Fräulein Wnna Knoop. 

801 Seiten, Seinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Süder find in Papier-Umfhlag und 
Flarem Druck. UUnfere dent{chen Lefer 

> follten (te weit verbreiten. 


Man adveffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of, Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
sioth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 

.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped. including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and the 
Dible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter ocenpyidg ira, DES being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


‘*A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 aenta. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story o the Rightway Almshouse. 


å short story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
trice, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SHEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


.Of this valuable book the London * Free- 
thinker” says: “It is by tar the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
Ít as an excellent text-bo.k of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. Tne 
reader 18 carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
VHS TRUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. ) 
By Pros. F W. NEWMAN. Prioo 25 cents. 
Address THE "*BUTH SEEKEB, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER.) 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - . E - AUGUST 31, 1895. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 

Single subscription, in advance............ ee ee ecce ecce erre $3 00 

One subscription two years, in advance........-.. cese eene enn $5 00 

Two new 8ubsoribers.......... e ceee ee sees esee semota s stereo 9 00 


One subscription with onenew subscriber, in oneremittance. 9 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


POND PAPEETE AE E AAE A 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers. in one remit- A 
DI EE 
One subscription w'^^ ^4 new subscribers, in one remit- 
tanoe........ ————— — — — lO 'OO 
Any number over five atthe same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should de sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, drast on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drasis, ohecks, post-opice 
and express money orders payableto E. M. MAUDONALD, 

Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTIC&.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot a regular subscriber. 


Labor is Not a Crime. 

** Religious freedom, as guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, is a good thing, but when car- 
ried to an unreasonable extent, as the Seventh-Day 
Adventists hav attempted, it is one of the most danger- 
ous evils that could threaten the republic. By the same 
process of reasoning that it seeks to violate Sunday laws 
it might also claim the right to offer up human sacrifices 
or commit any other crime that might be dictated by a 
disordered brain.” —Macon (Ga.) News. 

What shall be said of the alleged intelligence of 
an editor who cannot discriminate between relig- 
ious rites that are invasiv of liberty and life and 
religious observances that injure no man? Human 
sacrifices—like that of the daughter of Jephthah by 
her father and of Jesus by God—are crimes in 
themselvs, while work and play on Sunday, as on 
other days, are not crimes in themselvs, nor even 
misdemeanors. But Sunday freedom is not merely 
& question of religious observance, although to 
those who believe that Saturday is the real Sabbath 
it ¢s a denial of religious liberty to punish them for 
working on Sunday; the fundamental issue is one 
of human liberty, of the right of the individual to 
seek happiness in his own way, at his own cost. 
The News adds insult to injury by suggesting that 
the Adventists should be put in some state chari- 
table institution, as “they are harmless except in so 
far as they seek to break the laws regulating the 
Sabbath, and but for their irrational ideas on this 
point would probably make good citizens.” The 
coolness of that! And it comes from the repre- 
sentativ of divisions of Methodists and Baptists 
who are more under the influence of uncontroled 
impulse, and less educated, than any other Chris- 
tians in the country, not excepting the Salvation 
Army and the rank and file of the Catholics. ‘Of 
course, a8 & rule they [Adventists] are of that class 
whose prejudices are more easily excited and whose 
credulity is more easily imposed upon,” says the 
News. Think of that, coming from an editor who 
cannot distinguish between murder and honest 
work! Think of that, as the utterance of a man 
who is so credulous as to believe that one revolu- 
tion out of seven of the earth around the sun is 
sacred, and so prejudiced in favor of one holy day 
that he is ready to send to the insane asylum his 
fellow-Ohristians who do not agree with him! 
Surely that is & case of the African brunette de- 
claiming against the dark color of the Swedish 
blonde! 


Protestant Suckers Taking Bait and Hook. 


It is no wonder that Catholics despise Protes- 
tants; the latter are so easily “worked.” They are 
so credulous and unsuspicious, that the priestly 
confidence man does not hav sufficient exercise for 
his inveigling faculties. Were they as logical as 
they are superstitious, Rome would hav had them 
back in the fold long ago. 

Recently there was held in this city the conven- 
tion of the Catholic Total Abstinence Union. It 
attracted wide attention, and has provoked much 
discussion. One of its most notable incidents was 
the exciting scene when State Senator O'Sullivan 
denounced the present crusade for Sunday closing. 
He exposed the pretensions of the crusaders in a 
masterly way. His reasoning was clear and coher- 
ent, but it provoked fierce resentment, and Arch- 
bishop Corrigan had to exert his authority to 
restore order, and giv the Senator opportunity to 
conclude his address. Police Commissioner Roose- 
velt followed Senator O'Sullivan, but, as an 
answer to the first speaker, his “reply” was woe- 
fully inadequate. It did not touch the question at 
issue, and was sophistical and misleading. But it 
startlingly illustrated the readiness of Protestants 
to play into the hands of the Catholic leaders. Mr. 
Roosevelt and his associates are in power because 
the people of this city were tired of Tammany 
methods. Tammany was in power largely because 
of the support it received from the Catholic hier- 
archy, with Archbishop Corrigan at the head. The 
church did not see fit to denounce the non-enforce- 
ment of the Sunday excise law while Tammany was 
in power. Why, then, is it so eager to havit en- 
forced now that Tammany is in the dust of defeat ? 
Why the sudden change of front? Why all this 
righteous indignation against those who will not 
join in the hue and cry for the enforcement of law 
“because it is law?” Why this lightning change 
of heart? What is the game of the church? The 
answer to these questions is not far to seek. 

In Austria, Rome fights against the separation of 
church and state, against the liberty of religious 
worship. Here she ostensibly favors both. In 
France, while the republic was in the experimental 
stage, Rome antagonized it with all the weapons at 
her command. When, however, it seemed that the 
republic would endure, she had a fresh revela 
tion, and French Catholics were instructed in their 
duties to the new form of government. So in New 
York; while Tammany controled the city, the hier- 
archy was hand and glove with it, and did not, ap- 
parently, suffer very much in its conscience because 
of the failure of the police to close the saloons on 
Sunday. Tammany was then the machine, and the 
church had no objection to helping run it. Now 
there is a new machine, and Corrigan and his 
subordinates are anxious to get their hands on its 
levers. Tammany has ceased to be useful to them, 
and they are ready to throw it over and take up 
with the new love. “The king is dead; long liv 
the king!" Of course, there is nothing the least 
surprising in all this; the change of front here 
pointed out is in perfect harmony with the tradi 
tional policy of Rome. But the surprising part of 
the play is the awed stupidity of the Protestant 
dupes. The bait has been brought out right under 
their eyes; it has been put on the hook in the bright 
light of day, and the hook cast into the waters of 
popular agitation in full view of everybody, and yet 
the Protestant suckers are piling twenty deep on 
top of each other in the frantic effort to each be 
first to get the barbs into his gills. If it were 
not for the ever-preBent suggestion of imminent 


| tragedy, the whole performance would be irresist- 


ibly comic. 


Editor Godkin, of the Hvening Post, is caught ; 
he has swallowed everything in sight and only re- 
grets that there was not more of it so that his ca- 
pacity for being taken in could hav been put toa 
severer test. In the issue of August 8th he devotes 
more than & column to the laudation of the church 
for the attitude it has assumed at this moment. 
The convention, he says, was indorsed by the 
* presence and sympathy of the highest dignitaries 
of the church in this country, and of the special 
legate of the Pope himself,” but he makes no at 
tempt to explain the silence and inaction of these 
dignitaries while Tammany was in a position to 
grant favors and was profiting. by the same “law- 
breaking” that has so suddenly incurred the dis- 
pleasure of said dignitaries. 

** Many activ politicians were present of the kind that 
attend primaries and manage conventions. Yet the feel- 
ing of the meeting was so evidently and overwhelmingly 
in favor of enforcing the excise law, especially of closing 
the saloons on Sunday, that the lone Tammany orator, 
put up to test the sentiment of Catholics on the great 
Tammany platform of not enforcing the law, retired in 
complete discomfiture.” 

Where was this overwhelming “feeling” less than 
a year ago? Those “activ politicians,” who “ at- 
tend primaries and manage conventions,” what did 
they do when Tammany was on the throne? Did 
they or Archbishop Corrigan object to the “great 
Tammany platform of not enforcing the law”? 
Why this access of Sabbatarian zeal? Why hav 
they all become so extremely “law-abiding” since 
the election of last November? 

**Diseomfiture is visible in other quarters also. The 
Sun got wind last week of what was coming, was flatly 
notified, in fact, that the uproarious Tammany campaign 
it was going to conduct on the platform of violating ths 
Sanday law would be a campaign in which the Catholic 
church would take the other side. Since then it has worn 
a distant and abstracted air when the subject was referred 
to.” 

So it appears that the Catholic church can muzzle 
the press! If there had been & gradual growth of 
sentiment in the membership of the church agairist 
the “violation of law” we should hav heard some- 
thing of it long before the overthrow of last fall. 
The fact that the change of front is instantaneous 
proves that the whole movement is the result of & 
definately laid plan to advance the interests of the 
church by seeking new political affiliations. 

** Now that the threatened is the actual, now that the 
authorities and the representativs of the Catholic church 
hav made their position so unmistakable, the hilarity of a 
great many statesmen will in like manner be checked. 
Senator Hill will take a little time to think it over before 
he writes another letter in favor of open saloons on Sun- 
day, law or no law.. The Democratic state committee 
will be fully as cautious as was the Republican in hand- 
ling this dynamite cartridge. Inner Tammany circles 
will be again shrouded in that gloom which they thought 
was surely lifting before the prospect of their coming 
back to power as the champions of lawlessness.” 

This means Simply that the liberties of the citi- 
zens of New York are the playthings of the Catholic 
church; no political party will dare challenge a 
contest with it by declaring for Sunday freedom. 
It will no longer trust exclusivly to Tammany, for 
it hag been shown that Tammany is not absolutely 
master of the city and state. Hereafter the church 
will hold its vote in trust for the party that will giv 
it the most. The Protestant churches also want 
to do that, but they hav not the same sure grip on 
their adherents that Rome has, as the Post shows 
in the closing paragraphs of its editorial. Strange, 
is it not, that after all this the Post cannot see that 
Rome, as ever, is aiming at universal dominion and 
hence is perfectly willing to use the prohibition and 
«law-enforeing " sentiments as means to the end 
‘sought! Not that there are not sincere temperance 
men and women in that church, for there are many, 
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but the temperance question is one distinct and 
apart from the issue now being fought in this city 
and state. 

The Post says that the official and authoritativ 
attitude of the Catholic church towards the liquor 
traffic and the Sunday question has long been 
known. And we hav also known her practical atti- 
tude. She hag generally allied herself with the 
party which was inclined to do the least to restrict 
the first, while as to Sunday observance she has 
been content if her “children " spent the morning 
in the performance of religious duties; for the rest 
of the day they could enjoy themselvs about as they 
saw fit. But the time has come when she thinks 
that it is to her interest to change her policy. As 
often pointed out in these columns, the Catholic 
church is rapidly assuming the leadership in the 
Sunday law movement, and it begins to look as 
though she would soon be found in the same posi- 
tion in the prohibitory campaign. This infallibly 
indicates that in the judgment of her leaders—and 
no men are more astute—she can greatly augment 
her power by an alliance with the Protestants to 
secure the adoption of prohibitory laws and the 
stricter enforcement of the observance of the Cath- 
olic Sunday. Once in the saddle she would relax 
towards transgressions of these laws and remorse- 
lessly enforce conformity in the essential matters of 
faith. “Platforms are made to get in on,” as has 
been said, and Protestants and others who help 
Rome “ get in” on any sort of a moralistic platform 
are the simplest of the simple, utterly unfit to be at 
large without guardians. 

**Of course, the peculiar value of this great Catholic 
demonstration at the present juncture lies in the fact that 
it reveals the existence of an immense political power on 
the side of the observance of law and a quiet Sunday. 
The Catholic vote has undoubtedly been largely a Tam- 
many vote.” 

Is the Post so gullible as to believe that this great 
vote will be shifted in one short year as the result 
only of a change in intellectual and moral convic- 
tions ? No, it understands that it is the mastership 
of the priest that will transfer the vote from Tam- 
many to the new machine. It knows that the 
Catholic electorate is “an immense political power ” 
because it can be controled by the priest. Listen : 

**Tt is further to be considered that the working Cath- 
olie priests of this city are in a position to know and to 
influence the political sentiments of vast numbers of 
foreign-born voters. Their testimony is far more valu- 
able than that of an equal body of Protestant clergy- 
men. They also carry greater weight than Prot- 
estants because their views hav a way of affecting the 
votes of their congregations. Of too many Protestant 
clergymen the politicians will say, as Lord Carteret said 
of Bishop Sherlock, ‘Oh, he talks like a parson; and con- 
sequently is so used to talk to people that don’t mind him 
that I left him to find it out at his leisure, and shall hav 
him again for all this whenever I want him.’ Catholic 
priests are not so open to this charge, and their arraying 
themselvs, with so many of their people, on the side of 
enforcement of law and resistance to the arrogant preten- 


sions of saloonists to special privileges, cannot fail to giv 
a different political aspect to the whole question.” 


And still the Post, in its eagerness to catch at 
straws or logs to save itself and its party from po- 
litical drowning, utters no word of warning against 
the terribly dangerous power of this priesthood, 
and is perfectly willing to use it to choke the life 
out of liberty in the name of “law.” Could folly be 
more fatuous ? 

It seems, then, to be settled that Protestant 
Sabbatarians and Catholic schemers hav joined 
forces to secure a “ quiet Sunday” by means of un- 
constitutional and invasiv laws that are in no sense 
needed to protect the personal and property rights 
of the inhabitants of the city or of the state outside 
the city or of the nation at large. With the two 
divisions of the church working in real harmony it 
would appear that they can obtain any Sunday law 
that they want, even one decreeing compulsory 
attendance on church services. And any law that 
they could get would be enforced on the same 
ground that the excise and barber laws of this state 
are enforced now—the ground that it is the duty 
of the citizen to obey and of the official to enforce 
laws “because they are laws ”’—regardless of their 
unconstitutionality or of their criminal character. 


At the convention of the Catholic Union, hereto. 


fore described, its president, Rev. Father Cleary, 
said that “the liquor power, intrenched behind & 
fortification of wealth gathered from the earnings 
of the unfortunate," had grown “ defiant of public 
opinion” and was “ desecrating the sanctity of our 
Sunday.” “Our Sunday" is a very fitting expres- 
sion in the mouth of a Catholic priest, much more 
at home there than on the lips of a Protestant 
preacher, but none the less it warns us that the 
church is much more concerned for the sanctity of 
a day than for the well-being of the patrons of the 
saloon. Did it occur neither to Father Cleary nor 
to the Post that the church itself is *intrenched 
behind a fortification of wealth gathered from the 
earnings of the unfortunate”? Its hundreds of 
millions of dollars’ worth of property were not 
earned by the priests and bishops and archbishops 
and cardinals who administer this wealth and wield 
the influence its possession bestows. No inconsid- 
erable part of this church property has come from 
the pockets of outsiders, through the exemption of 
church property from taxation. Talk as you may 
of the “arrogant power of the saloon,” it has not 
yet been able to place itself in the dead-beat list 
with the Catholic and Protestant churches. The 
will to do so may be there, but the ability has been 
lacking. The church has had both the will and the 
ability. 


= 
The Kansas Convention. 


Mr. George W. Jones, the new secretary of the 
Kansas Freethought Association, sends us & re- 
port of the recent meeting of that organization 
at Forest Park, Ottawa. We judge from the re- 
port that our Kansas friends had a pleasant time 
and good speeches. From the program, we should 
incline to the opinion that the occasion was more 
social than otherwise, more attention being paid to 
the amenities than to the business of Freethought. 

As the report we print comes from the secretary, 
we Suppose it is official, and ineludes mention of 
all the work done. If that is so, the Association 
seems to hav limited itself to the Harman case in 
its practical work, which is hardly all that should 
hav been done. There is no reference to the posi- 
tion of their neighbor Wise, and the expression of 
their views on the Sunday war is limited to an ex- 
tract from the letter of the Editor of Tae Trurs 
Szrxer. That the Editor was not as forgetful of 
other issues as the extracts from his epistle would 
hav led one to believe, we print it here entire: 


** New York, August 2, 1895. 

‘Mrs. Erra SEMPLE, Secretary of the Kansas Free- 
thought Association— Dear Madam : It would giv me 
great pleasure to be with you all at your Annual Conven- 
tion, but Kansas is a good way from this village, and it 
cannot be this year. 

‘You hav met to farther the greatest cause for which 
human beings ean labor—the cause of Liberty—and I 
hope everyone willrealize the gravity of the fight now 
on hand not only in your state but all over the country. 
Kansas was once recognized as the foremost state in re- 
sisting tyranny, but I am afraid that it has retrograded. 
In your prison you hav one man whose only offense is 
that he tried to make the lot of woman more tolerable by 
educating men to be gentlemen as well as husbands. I 
do not believe that all husbands are brutes, but there are 
enough ignorant ones to make Mr. Harman's work a be- 
nevolent necessity, and his imprisonment is an outrage 
against the freedom of the press I hope you will hav the 
wisdom and the power to do something practical for his 
release, When you send your greetings to him in his 
cell—now made doubly lonely by the thought that his 
wife cannot be the first to welcome him on his release— 
send mine, too. 

** You also hav in your state another person who is on 
his way to join Mr. Harman uuless you, his friends, can 
make a public sympathy which shall deter the Christian 
bigots from fully expressing their sentiments of love to- 
ward unbelievers in superstition. Mr. Jacob B. Wise, of 
Clay Center, has done nothing that the church people 
hav not done a million times and more—that is, sent part 
of the * holy' Bible through the United States mail. The 
animus of his prosecution you all know. Itis to stop the 
Infidel from arguing against the * holy' book; to prevent 
the minister from being beaten in debate; to fortify the 
pulpit against the pew. "There is too much liberty, the 


clergy think, when an unlettered doubter can hav the 


privilege of throwing up to a theologieally-educaied vicar 
of Christ the imperfections of his paper fetich. Ministers 
think that liberty ends with the freedom to believe. To 
doubt is blasphemy, and would spoil their trade. Mr. 
Wise should hay your heartiest aid, your moral influence, 
and your financial assistauce. It is not he alone that is 
stricken, but all of us. 


‘‘ There is also a great deal of other work to do. The 
Sunday laws are sitting heavier and heavier upon us each 
month almost, and the churches are fasteniug their hold 
upon the country through them. Concerted, determined, 
and persistent opposition should be developed against 
these laws in every town iu the laud. Let the word be, 
No eompromise! no settlement of this question short of 
the repeal of all Sunday laws. 

**'T'here are other matters of vital importance, but you 
of Kansas hav work enough in these for this year. I hope 
you will do something more than ‘resolute’ and hav a 
good time. Help Wise, help Harman, and do what you 
can to educate the people so that the dead will govern 
them no longer. Liv for the living, work for liberty, 
and help your neighbors to get sense. 

“Iam glad to say that I hav a good many friends in 
Kansas. I hope they will all be at your Convention. 
Convey to them my regards and confidence in their abil- 
ity and zeal. Tell John Remaburg and Collings and 
your other leaders to set their thinkers to work on these 
matters, for, as the incomparable Colonel asks, if God 
didn’t intend & man to think, what did he giv him a 
thinker for? But don’t ask this question of a minister, 
for he can’t answer, and nowadays the clergy are having 
trouble enough, so much, in fact, that they are invoking 
the aid of the United States to protect them. The Rev. 
Mr. Vennum will tell you so. 

“I hope you will send me a long report of good work 
begun by your association at this convention. And you 
must impress upon those there that they are not to back- 
slide when they go home, when the enthusiasm of num- 
bers and personal contact has cooled. The war will last 
longer than any of us, and our soldiers must be on duty 
every day. Only once a year won't do. Remember, 
‘That army is the bravest that can be whipped the 
greatest number of times and fight again.' 

** I confidently look for liberty to be finally and actually 
established in this couutry. Bat it must be, as in 76, 
the heretics who lead the way. 

** Yours fraternally, E. M. MAODONALD. 
** Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


It seems to us that it would hav been a graceful 
&nd useful thing for the Kansas folks to hav 
directed at least one resolution at the United States 
district attorney in regard to Mr. Wise and another 
at the attorney-general of the United States in 
regard to Mr. Harman. They could not hav done 
any harm. In view also of the general enforce- 
ment of antiquated blue Sunday laws, and the 
attempted enactment of still m ore stringent meas- 
ures, it might hav been well, too, to hav served no- 
tice on the church people of the state that there are 
& good many people alive who do not approve of 
such doings. We shall still hope that these things 
were done, and that the new secretary forgot to in- 
corporate them in his otherwise interesting report. 


** Eleven Protestants, including an English missionary, 
his family, and assistants, hav been killed in China. If 
they were massacred for their faith in Christ, who would 
not envy them their fate?”— Catholic Review. 

Well, we would not. We envy no one who dies for 
a cause. We admire the courage and devotion that 
lead men to take the risk of death rather than sur- 
render to tyranny, but we do not envy them when 
they die. Life is better than death for those who 
can enjoy it. For those wh» cannot, we may well 
be glad when they are relieved from suffering, but 
so long as life has joy for us we are very foolish if 
we envy them the cerements or the graveworm. 
Let us be done forever with the deformities of as- 
ceticism and the fantastic inanities of superstition. 

A Se MN 


“ Lightning this season has seriously disturbed the old 
sense of security which the uneducated mind felt in a 
church. Four accounts of death aud damage hav come 
to hand to men and women assembled at worship. At 
Quakertown, N. J., a stroke of lightning prostrated 
twenty members of a congregation at the conclusion of 
the benediction, and several of the victims will die. 
There are other uuedacated miuds who will instantly 
point out that this is a fine example of the utter indiffer- 
ence of the thing called providence to the desires of hu- 
man beings. They would hardly argue, however, if 
spontaneous combustion occurred on a steamship, and 
valuable lives were lost, that there were no owners to the 
vessel.”—Vym Crinkle, in the World. 


Nym Crinkle must think that the World's read- 
ers are an uneducated lot, lacking natural sense 
withal, to be taken in by such a non sequitur as 
that. Does Nym Crinkle want to say that God is 
as helpless in the storm as the owners of the vessel 
would be under the circumstances? That is what 
he does say. The vessel’s owners do not want it 
destroyed, but they are finite in knowledge and 
power, and cannot control the elements. Does God 
want the churches destroyed and his worshipers 
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killed by the cyclone and the lightning? If he 
does, what becomes of his benevolence? If he 
does fot, where is his all-wisdom and all-power, 
atid in either event what is the relevancy of Crin- 
kle’s illustration? Newspaper paragraphers should 
fiot get into water beyond their depth when they 
hav not been educated to swim. 


* Providence" has lately been guilty of another 
mean little trick that but for the admirable disci- 
plin of a ship's crew would hav been a terrible 
tragedy. In a dense fog, the Lyon ran into and 
sunk the Seaford. Jhe boats wereat once manned 
and perfect order was maintained. But the boats 
were not launched, as the Lyon came alongside 
the Seaford and took off her crew and passengers. 
The latter lost all their baggage, but when the mat- 
ter was presented to the agent of the steamships 
at New Haven that gentleman said that they 
had no redress, as the sinking of the Seaford 
through collision with the Lyon was an “act of 
Providence.” Had the Seaford gone down through 
the carelessness of either of the ships, the passeu- 
gers would hav been reimbursed for their losses, 
but as it went down through the carelessness of 
“Providence” they will receive nothing. It was 
ever thus. 


Those etnirently pious “patriots,” the editor and 
cartoonist of the American Citizen, of Boston, are 
to be congratulated on their powers of discrimina- 
tion. On the first page of that paper of the issue 
of August 10th there is a cartoon entitled “ Un- 
guarded Gates.” It is intended to show what hor- 
rible evils flow through the broken gates of restric- 
tion on the tide of immigration. There are to be 
seen the * Mafia,” * degraded politics,” “sectarian- 
ism ” (as though there could be a worse sectarian- 
ism than that represented by such “patriots” as 
the American Citizen and its congeners), “ pesti- 
lence,” “crime,” “pauperism,” “ignorance,” “ de- 
generation,” “disease.” and “filth,” and in the 
midst of these “ATHEISM”™!! We trust that our 
Atheistic readers appreciate the delicate compliment 
paid them by the A. P. A. paper in thus associating 
their belief with Mafiaism, degeneration, filth, igno- 
rance, crime, and the rest. 


We hav in preparation, to be out in a short time, 
a new edition of the * Crimes of Preachers.” About 
fifteen extra pages are required to hold the latest 
additions to this list of famous preachers who hav 
* broken the bread of life" to their flocks, and inci- 
dentally, while doing it, about all of the command- 
ments. To adorn this monument of Christian 
endeavor we hav put on a new cover, of which the 
advertisment elsewhere is a duplicate in black. On 
the book it appears in gorgeous colors—many hues, 
like Joseph’s coat. It is very pretty, and the 
preachers cannot find fault with our typographical 
undoing of their holy selvs. But notwithstanding 
the additions and the pretty covers in colors, so 
anxious are we to spread the gospel and to make 
known the werk of the church of Christ, we hav 
made no increase in the price, and will still send a 
copy of the book upon receipt of 25 cents, or five 
copies for $1. Orders may be sent right along, and 
they will be filled quickly when we get the book 
away from the binder. | 


«There are many jaded souls who must make their 
Sunday serve a double purpose—direct spiritual culture, 
through private reading and church service in the morn- 
ing, and physical recuperation in the afternoon. Only, 
we may be sure that no Sunday is well spent which does 
not send the spender back to his week-day work, not only 
refreshed in body, but also in spirit, with a little higher 
ideal of justice, mercy, humility, and reverence, with a 
little clearer faith in God, a little more spiritual hope for 
himself, and a little stronger and more enduring love for 
his fellowmen."— The Outlook. 

The man prevented by Sabbath laws from enjoy- 
ing himself and recuperating his mental and physi- 
cal energies on Sunday elsewhere than in the 
church is not very likely to cherish * a little higher 
and more enduring love" for his Christian “ fellow- 
men" who hav denied him the opportunity to rest 
and play in such manner as he thinks best for 
himself. The victim of Sabbath legislation will not 
return to his weekly toil with a *little higher ideal" 


of the justice of his religious neighbors, On the 


contrary, his heart is filled with disgust at their 
hypocrisy and hatred of their meddlesomeness and 
tyranny. It is possible for them to make him suffer 
on Sunday by means of their intolerant legislation, 
but they cannot thereby make him love their savage 
creed or respect them as men and women. The 
tyrant is never loved by his slaves, although often 
eulogized by the timid among them and fawned on 
by sycophants. Let Sabbatarians take this truth 
to heart. 


** In analyzing the causes of the secularization of the 
church, a modern writer says: ‘I believe, if you trace 
its hidden roots far enough, you would always, or nearly 
always, find that they lie in the prior secularization of 
the Christian home ’ Substitute for the idea of secular- 
ization that of [non] attendance upon church services, 
and hav we not the real explanation of the dearth of 
young men in the house of God? Oan we reasonably 
expect devout attendance upon the services of the church 
to come from Christless homes?"— Congregationalist. 

The lesson to Freethinkers is a very obvious one— 
secularize your homes. Let them and your public 
agencies of entertainment and instruction leave 
nothing lacking to be desired by the mind of a 
healthy child. Cultivate intellect, emotions, and the 
body; giv to them the freest and fullest oppor- 
tunities for exercise. Leave to the church nothing 
to do for your children but to teach them the fol- 
lies of superstition, and it will find itself unable 
to do even that. 


** The conflict concerning religion in our day is nar- 
rowing down more and more to a battle between Panthe- 
ism and Christianity proper. The remembrance of this 
fact may save some good people from much waste of time 
and confusion of thought."— Nashville Christian Advo- 
cate. 


The “ confusion of thought” isin the mind of the 
Nashville editor. Christianity cannot properly be 
set over against Pantheism. The foes of the latter 
are Atheism and Theism. Christianity’s foes are 
the other forms of so-called revealed religion, and 
Rationalism. Theism is a part of Christianity, but 
not less is ita part of Judaism, Mohammedanism, 
and some other world religions. Can it be possible 
that the Christian Advocate means that the conflict 
is now narrowed down to the issue of Theism ver- 
sus Pantheism? That would amount to the ad- 
mission that all the distinctiv tenets of “Christianity 
proper”—Special Creation, Revelation, the Fall, the 
Redemption, and the Judgment—hav fallen before 
the onslaughts of Rationalism. This is substan- 
tially true, but we did not. suppose that such an 
orthodox journal as the Advocate would for a 
moment concede it to be true in any degree. 


A few weeks ago we sent notices to those of our 
subscribers who were indebted to us on their, sub- 
scription account, and we are glad to say that a 
great many of them kindly responded with prompt- 
ness. There are many, however, from whom we 
hav as yet had no word, and to them we address 
these appealing remarks. We want some money, 
and want it badly, else we wouldn’t say anything 
about it. But the cost of getting out the paper 
has to be paid regularly, and it takes a good deal 
of cash. So we again ask those whose time has ex- 
pired to make an effort to renew their subscriptions 
now—at once—right off—so we.can hav the where- 
withal to pay some bills that are due. We owe 
some people, other people owe us. If other people 
will pay us, we can pay some people; and then 
everybody will be happy. (Quod erat demonstran- 
dum.) It is very unpleasant to be short of funds 
with a great deal more owed us than we owe, but 
that is our fix now, and hence this reminder to those 
who forgot to respond to the notice. We dislike 
to mention this matter, but Necessity has no fel- 
lowship with Squeamishness, and we hav to do it. 
We need the money 


It used to be held by pious people that a bell on 
a church would drive away evil spirits and hold 
the lightning in leash. So the priests were'in the 
habit of blessing bells, that they might be thor- 
oughly prepared fer their work. The account of 
the bell superstition forms & very interesting chap- 


ter in the history of the church.: And the super- 


stition is not dead by any means. On August 4th 
there was performed at Yonkers, N. Y., a ceremony 
that is thus described in the World : 

“A new bell, known as St. Urban, presented by the 
Holy Trinity Dramatic Society to the Holy Trinity Cath- 
olic church, in Walnut street, Yonkers, was blessed yes- 
terday by the Rev. A. A. Lings, pastor of St. Joseph's 
church. High mass was celebrated by the Rev. N. M. 
Reinhardt. The Rev. Francis S. Denes delivered the 
sermon. Olergymen from all over Westchester county 
and from this city were present.” 

In Europe there was a long struggle between 
the blessed bell and the irreverent lightning-rod, 
for it was considered blasphemous to carry God’s 
wrathful glances into the ground by means of a 
wire, but common sense finally won, and we hav a 
suspicion that Holy Trinity, Yonkers, is defended 
by other agencies than St. Urban and his resonant 
namesake. 


Juvenil prodigies are generally quite numerous 
in the ministry. Just now two are attracting con- 
siderable attention. One is a negro girl, Claretta 
Nora Avery, at Darlington, S.C. She is nine years 
old and is preaching at the colored Baptist church 
to “tremendous congregations, many of whom are 
white persons.” 

** Her sermons are remarkable in many respects. Most 
remarkable and extraordinary from any standpoint under 
the circumstances. She is self-collected and calm in 
manner, forcible in speech and gesture. Talks with sim- 
ple and natural pathos, and speaks with the strongest 
convictions.” 

So declares the evidently much impressed Dar- 
lington correspondent of the Charlesten News and 
Courier. Tt is in Missouri, if we are not mistaken, 
that the other prodigy is to be found. He is a 
licensed preacher, and a boy of only thirteen years, 
Volubility is the cheapest of’ intellectual qualities, 
if it can be called an intellectual quality at all. 
There are many who are natural talkers, and whether 
they talk sense or nonsense depends on something 
besides the mere ability to utter articulate sounds. 
They may be parrots or they may be thinkers. To 
talk fluently and instructivly on science one must 
hav deeply studied and critically observed. To 
talk entertainingly to believers in religion it ia not 
essential that one possess a vast or an accurate 
knowledge of facts. The Bible story is taken for 
granted and all that is necessary is to speak with 
earnestness and the kind of eloquence that appeals 
to one’s congregation. Nothing has to be proved, 
as the man of reason would hav to demonstrate a 
proposition to a really educated and discriminating 
audience. Miss Avery “speaks with the strongest 
convictions.” Naturally, for she knows nothing of 
any other side of the gospel story, is undoubtedly 
a child of strong feelings, and, believing it to be 
her “ duty ” to save souls from hell, has no difficulty 
in speaking impressivly, to the receptiv emotions of 
the believer. 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self- Contradictions oy 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ing the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
« Self-Contradietions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will- send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self-Contradictions” as well as the * Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as & guide to any good. 

"Tuz Trura SzxkxR's offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts, ` 


5O 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[Avausrt 31, 1895 ` 


BEEN aaaeeeaa 
LÁ ————ÀÓ—————— A —————— Ty ——  ————————————————————'BB, 


galis, and the glistening instruments of war—I | must be met. We rejoice for the moment in the 


News and Notes. 


After my visit to Stratford-upon-Avon, a few 
Birmingham Freethought friends gathered at ihe 
house of Mr. and Mrs. Armfield for a farewell 
gathering, hoping that, as the age rolls on, we shall 
meet again and bivouae on tbe fields of time, and 
join forces for furtherstruggle. Mr. Ridgway leads 
off with an address both of welcome and good-bye, 
and Mr. Armfield, Robert Taylor, Mr. Cattell, and 
others, add their hearty good wisbes, while the 
American visitor responds to the best of his ability. 
It was a joyous occasion, after the inspiration of 
Shakepere, to thus realize the universal genius and 
comradeship of Freethought. 

The movement formerly carried on so strenuously 
by Mr. Watts in Birmingham is sure to make itself 
felt in future years. My faith is ever in the prog- 
ress of humanity. After a swift journey, for they 
ean go in England if they onlr try, I am again in 
London, and am refreshed with a chat on all the 
things that interest a Freethinker,from politics and 
religion, to art and literature, with my friends 
Foote and Watts. The next day, Thursday, July 
25th, I again meet my American friends, Dr. Dar- 
row and Dr. Morton, and we put in the time at 
Crystal Palace. I find that while I was on my tour, 
my friends, in usual Yankee fashion, in a little over 
a week, had visited Scotland, the North of England, 
and also Paris. I was rather astonished at the ra- 
pidity of their course, but being busy professional 
men, and obiiged to return soon, they determined 
to enjoy as large a glimpse of Europe as possible, 
and they certainly made the most of every minute. 
Crystal Palace is one of those places that the 
traveler must behold, for it contains a vast variety 
of interesting objects. In art, in science, in history 
are displays that one could study for months. The 
varied riches of many countries are here. In the 
evening, especially, with the myriad lights, the ani- 
mated crowds, the sparkiing waters, the solemn and 
sprightly music of organ and stringed instrument, 
and, to wind up, the vast and brilliant rush of fire- 
works, where every sort of color and fiery particle 
blazes and sprinkles through the heavens, the 
Palace is like an enchantment, and, for the time 
being, we seem to be walking the mazes of romance. 
It is impossible to describe the thousand-and-one 
exhibitions that throng upon the view. After this 
visit to Crystal Palace I hav to say good-bye to Dr. 
Darrow. He leaves the following day for America. 

Friday, Mr. J. M. Wheeler takes me to the Tower 
of London. What a sad history is unfolded here. 
The heart aches to think of it. How many a bright 
life has been quenched in these gloomy buildings. 
Here are the mighty armors of the olden time that 
once made men invincible. These cumbrous suits 
appear foolish now. It makes one thankful that 
he can wear a modern suit of clothes and snap his 
fingers at these doughty knights, who must hav had 
a hard time of it traveling about in these stupen- 
dous habiliments. By the way, all these suits of 
armor here and elsewhere are very small, showing 
that the average hight and size of man hav in- 
creased since the Middle Ages. Once in awhile you 
come across & suit that might do for a six-footer, 
but very seldom. The modern man in strength, 
grace, skill, and virility surpasses King Arthur and 
his famous knights. There is no question but that 
man to-day is nobler physically than he ever was 
before. Judging from the armor, the warriors of 
old were a rather poor lot, and as for the horses 
they were “slow coaches” indeed. They could not 
go much above & jog trot, and the jousts of chivalry 
would be very tame affairs at the present time. 
The heaviest man was sure to win, merely because 
of his weight. In this old-time royal residence and 
prison-house I wander in the chapel built by 
William the Conqueror, where he himself worshiped. 
I stand in the dungeons where many a prisoner has 
pined in agony, and on the spot where the scaffold 
was erected for the execution of Annie Boleyn, Lady 
Jane Grey, and other illustrious victims. How 
cruel and barborous those times appear whose 
shadow oppresses us to-day! I can never enter 
these ghostly buildings, with their record of crime, 
without a thrill of horror. Ican but think of the 
awful injustice that has existed in the universe. 
And there seems no help for it. The strong arm 
has triumphed. History is a perpetual puzzle. 
God is always & vanishing point, while man is both 
good and evil,and makes and mars his own destiny. 
Somehow, out of the everlasting turmoil, we hav 
won the vantage ground. The terrific deeds of the 
past are no more. In them, however, we see the 
evolution of man and the annihilation of the deity. 

Passing from these dark towers—-a huge, strange 
relie in the bustle and glamour of to-day's civiliza- 
tion, seeming like a great ship stranded on a for- 
eign shore, a wreck of the ager, freiyhted with the 
wealth of kings, jewels and crowns, swords and re- 


walk to the Tower Bridge, which arches the Thames 
near by, in glorious contrast with the ancient palace 
of kings, & modern structure, built for the people, 
and not for a despot. It is the noblest bridge over 
the Thames, with massiv towers. Between these 
swings the enormous drawbridge through which 
the great ships pass. The traffic over this bridge, 
as over the London Bridge, is a marvel to those 
who first see London. One wonders where all the 
people and the teams and the crowded carriagos 
come from, and would think that the great metro- 
polis was pouring itself into this one highway. 
Still, if he went to London or Blackfriars Bridge he 
would find the same vast mass of tidal business. 

I must confess there is an occasional stupidity in 
the English mind that is quite exasperating. Here 
are the great towers of the bridge, which we are in- 
vited to climb to the extent of 200 steps or more, 
with the expectation that as we pass aloft from 
tower to tower we shall hav an extended view of the 
Thames and the city. Alas! you are doomed to a 
disgustful disappointment. Disgust is the only 
word that can express your feeling when you reach 
the top to find that you pass from one tower to the 
other through & closed archway. I was over the 
bridge before I knew it, and could scarcely believe 
that I was on the other side until I went back and 
looked through a few little crevices upon the broad 
stream beneath. It made me swear a prayer or two 
to think I had been so thoroughly deceived by the 
massiv stupidity of Anglo-Saxon conservatism. If 
French or Greek genius had built this lofty high- 
way, it would hav been a light and airy structure, 
through which might be seen vast and glittering 
prospects of the river and the busy traffic. A noble 
panorama would hav greeted one, instead of this 
dungeon.like path, through whose crevices you 
catch the sunlight while you stand on tip-toe, and 
wonder that the mind which built such a stupend- 
ous bridge should crown it with such a solid piece 
of folly. I say to every traveler, Do not climb the 
stairs of the Tower Bridge. You will be hum- 
bugged if you do. Walk over it, take a good look 
from the outside, see the great drawbridge rise and 
the stately ship pass through and the tide of traffic 
roll on again, and that is all that you can do. The 
splendid view from the top isshut out by an almost 
inconceivable blunder. 

It is curious what you will see in London at 
times, a groteeque and yet romantic mingling of art 
and dilapidation. Just on the verge of Billings- 
gate—the dirtiest portion of London, I guess—is 
St. Mary's church-on the hill, à humble looking edi- 
fice, with an air of desolation in the outward view 
that wouid make one think that the inside must be 
as gloomy as & grave. A change, however, passes 
over the vision as we enter, for within are per- 
haps the most exquisite and beautiful carvings in 
all England—as very gem of art in the slums of 
London. This church must hav been on a favored 
and fashionable spot to be so nobly decorated, yet 
in process of time the débris of Billingsgate flowed 
around its site, and imprisoned its precious orna- 
ments with the environments of poverty. This is 
an evilence of the vastness of London life and its 
perpetual changes, like those of the sea itself. 

After these wanderings Mr. Wheeler and myself 

sit down for dinner in the famous Crosby Hall. 
This is where Richard III received the crown, and 
within it, in the dining-room and smoking-room, are 
memorials of the dim and dusty past, paintings, 
armors, carvings, etc. However, the ghost of the 
bloody Richard does not disturb our appetite. We 
eat heartily, and think that kings are no better 
than common clay, and a crown is a poor bauble 
compared with a healthy stomach. 
' Friday evening I am again with Charles Watts 
and family amidst the greenery of Effra Road. I 
hav the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Butland, of 
Toronto, and her daughter, Miss Annie Butland, 
who is a marvelous player upon the piano, bring- 
ing forth musie with the touch of genius. Our 
friend has a brilliant future if she chooses an artistic 
career. 

Saturday is my busy day for mail, “News and 
Notes," etc., for America. But after these labors I 
wander over to King’s Cross and meet my friend 
Mr. G. W. Foote and spend the evening with him 
and his family, with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Watts, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler, and others. It was de- 
lightful to sit out in the garden, on the green 
sward, with the lowers in perfume and bloom about 
you, the trees making soft music, the rich sun- 
light glancing on roof and wall, and making a 
mellow radiance over the scene; while the children 
play, and the elders talk philosophy. It was a 
charming place for thought, for reverie, for imag- 
ination. It was one of those resting places for the 
mind, where we forget the strife of the world, the 
injustice and falsehoods, and the stern duties that 


ideal life, and poetry touches our heart with its im- 
perial scepter; as Alexander Smith says, “It 
clothes us with kingdoms.” Our host is not simply 
the skeptic, the reformer, the warrior, the iconoclast; 
he is a lover of poetry, in all its moods of glory and 
of song. Especially is he a student of the supreme 
and universal Shakspere, through whose domains 
he has wandered many a joyous day, and gathered 
from wide experience the noblest fruitage of the 
immortal bard. So the evening passes, and music 
adds its marvel to the occasion, and the soul of 
Freethought touches the hights of human excel- 
lence. It flashes the promethean fire, the fore- 
thought of humanity, the glory of the future, the 
budding of beauty and delight, after the destruc- 
tion of misery and the wrong. 

I am indebted to Mr. Victor Charles Jackson, 
one of our young Freethought workers in London, 
for a delightful visit to Canterbury on Sunday, 
July 28th, when I am for the first time free from 
ihe harness. Canterbury is an old and orthodox 
town. The spirit of the past broods over it. Its 
cathedral is one of the most ancient in England, 
and one of the most beautiful and impressiv. It 
indeed charms the eye with its massiv yet graceful 
glory. Its arched roof, its painted windows, its 
columned aisles preseut a scene of sweet attrac- 
tion, mingled though it may be with the supersti- 
tions of a dead age. Glorious music was pealing 
through the vast space as we entered. It was a 
solemn religious service preparatory to the installa- 
tion of Dean Farrar, a somewhat advanced theo- 
logian, who has just been appointed to the place. 
I enjoyed the music; the singing was delightful. 
Some of the voices are the finest in England, for 
they take especial pains at this cathedral to secure 
first-rate musical ability; and certainly the music 
was in harmon} with the magnificence of the cathe- 
dral. But the formalities of worship, the stiff, 
artificial ceremonies, the dry prayers; and still drier 
preaching, did not conduce at all to elevation of 
mind. They were like a bitter pill which we had 
to swallow in order to get the real good of the oc- 
casion, which was simply in the masterful effects 
produced by the genius of man in the decorations 
of the building,in the superb and unmatched beau- 
ties of the windows, that flushed with soft yet 
splendid effulgence that must charm the imagina- 
tion which delights in color, however critical the 
mind, and in the waves of music that flowed on and 
on as if the cathedral itself were a fountain of 
melody and all its beautiful forms and hues were 
melting into ethereal joy and splendor. 

In the afternoon, in fortunate conjunction with & 
party of American visitors, and by the courtesy of 
Mr. Jackson, I had the pleasure of viewing the 
eathedral under the guidance of Canon Holland, 
who is a most cultivated gentleman, and who has 
made a faithful study of the cathedral and its won- 
derful history. This was the place where Thomas 
à Becket was murdered. The canon described the 
scene with dramatic felicity, so that a vivid picture 
was presented of the theater of the crime. We 
could see the crowding monks, the heroic prelate, 
and the relentless knights. We saw the very spot 
where the stubborn priest received his death wound; 
where he fell and poured out his life blood upon 
the pavement. Beneath, in the crypt of the cathe- 
dral, we saw the tomb of Becket, and the place 
where the king, in penance for the murder, received 
three hundred and twenty stripes upon his bare 
back. The canon remarked, with a somewhat subtle 
smile, that here was a case in which the value of 
penance was displayed, for before the king received 
the stripes he was defeated on every hand, but when 
he went forth from the cathedral after the penance, 
he was greeted with news of victory after victory. 
He was a lucky king without doubt. As usual, God 
was on the side of the heaviest battalions, penance 
or no penance, and the twinkle in the canon’s eye 
meant as much, but I am afraid he didn’t apply his 
logic to the whole case of Christianity. 

We saw the tomb of Edward, the Black Prince, 
and the armor he wore in battle, and the tomb of 
the king and queen, Henry and Eleanor. I must 
express my thanks to Canon Holland for his genial 
politeness, and for the wealth of scholarly informa- 
tion which he furnished of the great cathedral and 
its centuries of existence. 

After visiting the cathedral, we wandered to St. 
Martin’s, which is said to be the oldest church- 
building inthe land. It is indeed an antique struct- 
ure, and looks as if it might hav floated down 
from the flood. It is situated in the midst of an 
old cemetery, where wild grasses and flowers flour- 
ish over the graves. Services are going on as we 
approach, and soft and solemn music fills the air. 
It is said that this was originally a temple of the 
Druids, built 100 av. It afterwards became a place 
of Roman worship, and then a Christian church in 
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370 a.D. This is the legend. Whatever may be the 
facts, the “corridors of time" stretch far away to 
the foundation stones of this quaint little church, 
and we need not dispute the story as it is given. 

Canterbury is also famous as the place where 
David Copperfield lived, and I think that David 
wil be remembered as long as St. Thomas à 
Becket, and with much more delightful associa- 
tions. ‘ David Copperfield” is to a certain extent an 
autobiography of Dickens, and on that account is 
intensely interesting, as so is Canterbury and its 
surroundings, connected with the genius of the 
great story teller, who has so much of the wonder- 
ful exuberance of Shakspere. Mr. Jackson, who is 
an enthusiastic student of Dickens, pointed out the 
house where Agnes used to sit sewing by the win- 
dow ; ‘and where Uriah Heep used to look forth 
with his cunning eyes; and also the tavern where 
Micawber gave his farewell gorgeous banquet, for 
which he never paid the bill; and there was the 
butcher’s shop, ete. All these things, associated 
with the immortal story, gave to ancient Canter- 
bury the brilliant light of 1nodern humanity and 
glorious romance. I shall not forget my excursion 
to this venerable place and must thank Mr. Jackson 
for his kindness and generosity. 

Monday I hav to write * New and Notes " again, 
but find a pleasant relief after these literary labors 
in a social reunion at the home of Miss Edith M. 
Vance and Miss Annie Brown. Our women friends 
do not fear to put on the harness and work for 
reform, notwithstanding danger and ostracism. 
Since I hav arrived in Eagland, in many places, in 
the field work there has been bitter opposition. and 
but for the protection of policemen there would hav 
been bloodshed and riot. The cruel nature of the 
Christian religion is thus exposed. In these emer- 
gencies we find that woman d »es not lack in courage 
and devotion. 

On Tusday, July 30th, I sail with Dr. Morton 
down the Thames to Greenwich, and visit its mu- 
seum and hospital and observatory. The voyage 
along the river is one of constant animation, so 
varied are the scenes, the vessels, the bridges, the 
shores, etc. The great hospital a; Greenwich ex- 
tends magnificently on the sight as we approach. 
In the museum and gallery are the portraits and 
relics of Nelson, and the melancholy remains of the 
Arctic expedition under the gallant Franklin. Time 
forbids a further description. 

In the evening, with Mr. Jackson, I visit the 
India Exhibition, where the great wheel, 300 feet 
high, rolls around, where there is a most brilliant 
exhibition of oriental life, its trade, its. skill, its art, 
its wild and luxuriant animal world; its temples of 
worship, its thousand gods It was a resplendent 
scene, ten thousand blazing torches, ten thousand 
people, bands playing by the dozen almost, beauti- 
ful gardens, cascades and flowing waters. One 
need not travel to India to see its vivid and superb 
variety of human genius. 

Wednesday, “ News and Notes” and mail again, 
and preparatory work for America on return. The 
Congress of American Freethinkers will be held in 
New York the last week in October. I want all to 
come and listen to the story of Freethought in Eng- 
land, and join forces throughout the world. 

Wednesday evening T went with Dr. Morton, to 
the magnificent Royal Aquarium, where music and 
the drama add their charms to a display of curi- 
osities from every age and clime. I also visit, with 
Dr. Morton, the * Old Curiosity Shop" of Dickens. 
It is still standing in the heart of London, a little, 
erooked building, with old books and papers for 
sale, pictures of Dickens, relics, eto. 

I hav to bid farewell this day to Dr. Morton, 
-whom I hav found a pleasant American traveler, 
and I hope to meet him again and Dr. Darrow in 
the great West of our own country, and talk over 
our London experiences, which, though but 
glimpses, are, after all, deep and wide revelations 
of human life and destiny. 

Thursday, with my genial and learned friend 
Wheeler, who is interested in all that pertains to 
literature, we visited Chelsea, the home of Carlyle, 
and the house where he used to liv and work, and 
the garden where he used to smoke and muse. Car- 
lyle has been a great influence in this century, a 
kind of thunderbolt of reform and sincerity. He 
was tremendously in earnest, and although he 
believed in God, he found fault with him also, and 
muttered: “He does nothing, he is asleep.” 
Though Carlyle could not waken the deity, he did 
waken man, and set him to thinking and doing. 
Carlyle was a rugged old fellow, but he wielded 
the hammer of Thor and made the sparks fly. I 
plucked some jasmine planted by the wife in the 
garden. In this case I honor the woman more than 
the man. She was equally heroic, equally genuin ; 
a woman of fine devotion and-splendid nobility of 
character. I honor Carlyle, but Jane was the bet- 


ter man of the two, and deserves a more shining 
crown. 
Thursday evening I end my week’s London ex- 
perience at the home of Charles Albert Watts, the 
son of Charles Watts, who is engaged in scientific 
and Freethought publishing business, is editor of 
the Literary Guide, etc. Around his hospitable 
table is Mrs. Watts, his wife, the twin children, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Watts, who can rejoice 
in seeing grandchildren gather about them. 
How old we are getting to be, yet no one would 
know it by our looks, only by our children, who 
grow up so fast about our pathway. We spend a 
delightful evening, and are loth to part when train 
time arrives, but we cannot afford to be “left”; we 
must keep up with time and tide. 
Friday, August 2d. I start for Paris. 
story I shall hav to tell next week! 
Samvzt P. Pornam. 


The Cancer of the State. 

Gen. Thomas J. Morgan, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, has made some statements in regard to In- 
dian schools which ought to attract public atten- 
tion. 

He makes charges against the Roman Catholic 
church, but I am unable to see why every charge 
made against that church will not apply to Protes- 
tant churches with equalforce. He says: * One of 
the greatest contests of the ages is now in progress 


What a 


.on this continent—the struggle between Protes- 


tants and the papacy, between republicanism and 
despotism. . 

8» far as thestruggle between Protestantism and 
the papacy is concerned, the contest is a matter of 
indifference to me. If I am to wear the chains of 
Slavery, I care but little whether the links are 
forged by Catholics or Protestants. 

This fight between Protestants and Catholics is 
simply a squabble over the loaves and fishes. The 
one is as dangerous to the state as tbe other; 
neither can be trusted. Moses Harman is in prison. 
Is the outrage any the less because it was perpe- 
trated by Protestants? The Protestants boast of 
the number of Bibles which they distribute each 
year, and yet they are hounding a poor, one-armed 
man, J. B. Wise, for sending a small portion of it 
through the mails. 

What difference doesit make to me whether Iam 
compelled to pay taxes on Protestant or Catholic 
property? It is curious that a man of Mr. Mor- 
gan's caliber can see that Catholicism is undermin- 
ing our republic, and yet can see no danger when 
men are imprisoned for not observing the day set 
apart by Christians for the worship of imaginary 
idols. Al! of these religious sects are despotic and 
clannish, and Mr. Morgan and his Protestant clan 
had better get the beam out of their own eyes be- 
fore they attempt to cast the mote out of the eyes 
of others. 

“In a land of free discussion, such as ours, 
there should be no limit to debate, and no effort 
made, by force or other foul means, to arrest the 
progress made by any sect.” 

How long is it, Mr. Morgan, since Comstock 
boasted that all Freethought literature would be 
« stamped out." Does this look like free discus- 
sion? Is Comstock a Catholic? Is not the des- 
potism just the same, whether the stamping is done 
by Catholics or Protestants ? 

‘Were those Catholics who stoned Reynolds and 
tore down his tent in New Jersey? Were they try- 
ing to promote the freedom of discussion? Were 
the Protestants of Delaware and New Jersey striv 
ing to sustain the freedom of debate when they 
were trying to get Colonel Ingersoll in jail for ex- 
ercising the freedom of debate which Mr. Morgan 
says must not be limited ? 

Mr. Morgan, if there is anyone whom I ‘heartily 
despise, it isa Janus-faced hypocrit. 

This fight between Protestants and Catholics 
does not involve the question of republieanism or 
free discussion, but which shall hav the manage- 
ment of the “little red school-house.’ So far as I 
am concerned, I care but little whether the schools 
are under the control of the one class of bigots or 
the other. No matter which party gets control, the 
Bible will be read, and there will be religious in- 
struction in the schools, regardless of the rights 
and preferences of all others, and it should never 
be forgotten that this government was not estab- 
lished in the interest of any class of religionists, 
or in the interests of gods, ghosts, or redeemers, 
but in the interests of the whole people of the 
United States. : 

« Politics and religion are inseparably blended." 
Mr. Morgan says this of the Catholic church. Isit 
not equally true of the Protestant church? Are 
not polities and religion blended when chaplains 
are paid out of the public treasury? Are all chap- 
lains Catholics! Are not politics and religion 


blended when we are compelled to pay taxes on 
Christian god-houses? Are they not blended when 
we are compelled to observe the Curistian's “ holy 
day” just as he may dictate ? 

* À sharper contrast cannot exist than that which 
separates the ideal American republic from the 
Roman Catholic despotism.” 

The ideal republic was founded upon the idea 
that the church and state sbould forever be kept 
separate. The members of the convention which 
framed the Constitution, knowing the aggressiv 
spirit of the church, built a wall around the state 
to protect it from the buccaneering practices of the 
church. They declared in the fundamental law 
that Congress should make no law respecting the 
establishment of any religion. : f 

Hav Protestants never shown a disposition to 
override the Constitution? Do they not uphold 
the Comstock law? Was it not passed at the insti- 
gation of Protestants? And did it not put power , 
into the hands of one man which the czar of Russia 
would hardly dare exercise? 

When publie libraries and publie parks are 
closed, and bands are forbidden to play on the 
Christian's day, it not that an exercise of dsspotie 
power ? 

It has never been claimed that these things hav 
an immoral tendency. Then it must be conceded 
that the suppression of concerts and excursions and 
innocent amusements is in the interest of the 
church, and not in the interest of the great body of 
the people 

«The assault made upon our free institutions is 
more subtle and veiled in greater secrecy,” etc. 

Mr. Morgan would hav us understand that every 
act of the Protestants is open, honorable and above 
board. Was it open and fair to obtain more names: 
to the petition to close the Ezposition on Sunday 
than there were inhabitants in the state where the 
signatur s were obtained? If the Catholics were 
ever guilty of a more subtil and despicable act, 
then the fear of hell as a preventiv of crime is all 
a farce. 

«The dominant force which has urged on the 
Catholics has been to augmént their power, to 
extend the influence of the papacy—to mik» 
Roman Catholies out of the Indians, and to secure 
whatever could be secured for the glory of the 
church." 

Mr. Morgan would hav us believe that the Prot- 
estants are not prompted by any such ambition — 
that they would not take a dollar from the public 
treasury and use it for sectarian purposes. 

Now let us see what the Protestant churches hav 
drawn from the public treasury in nine years for a 
single object—the education of the Indians: Pres- 
byterians, $340,120 ; Congregationalists. $217,269 ; 
Episcopalians, $110.166 ; Friends, $160,557 ; Man- 
nonites, $29,590 ; Unitarians, $39,150; Lutherans, 
$68,580; Methodists, $33,345. Nobody will contend 
that any of these denominations are Catholics, and 
yet according to the record, in nine years they hav 
been given from the public treasury over one mill- 
ion dollars for conducting schools among the In- 
dians. à 

Now is it reasonable to believe that these denom- 
inations hav not promulgated their various dogmas 
in the schools under their charge? Just so far as 
they hav used this money to instil their religious 
doctrins into the minds of the Indian children, just 
80 far has the church and state been united. 

But this is not all the money which has been 
drawn from the treasury in nine years under the 
pretense of educating the Indian children. The 
Catholics hav drawn cut $2,738,571. Then indi- 
viduals hav drawn out vast sums for the same pur- 
pose, but always in the interest of some church, 
for Mr. Morgan says “the Indian office entered 
into contract with various religious bodies for the 
edueation of Indian children in mission or church 
schools.” 

Al the money which has been given to the vari- 
ous religious societies in nine years, for the educa- 
tion of Indian children, according to the report of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in the aggre- 
gate amounts to the enormous sum of $4,277,946. 
But of this sum the Catholics hav drawn more than 
one half. 

Now, why has not some of this money been 
given to individuals and societies other than relig- 
ious? Whoever solves this conundrum will come 
to the conclusion that, whatever the government 
may be in theory, in practice there is a union of 
church and state. $ 

I hav call«d attention to only one hole in the 
skimmer. If all the money which is given to the 
various churches for pretended benevolent pur- 
poses, and all the people pay in taxes on, and for 
the protection of church property, shouid be faith- ` 
fully reported each year, the people would be 
astounded. 
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A minister, preaching on the Sunday question, 
said: “ There ought to be a stop put to Sunday ex- 
cursions, they are robbing the church of its dues.” 
If the government should be administered in the 
spirit of the Constitution, all such dues would be 
canceled, and never heard of again. 

Here is something which should make the bones 
of Paine and Franklin and Jefferson rattle in their 
graves. . 

The commissioner says : ** The schools carried on 
by the Roman Catholics and other religious bodies 
were distinctivly mission schools, designed chiefly to 
proselyte the Indians to the peculiar form of relig- 
ious faith held by each denomination carrying on its 
work among them.” It would hardly be thought 
that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs would 
make such an admission, but there it is in black and 
white, over his own signature, and shows, to a dan- 
gerous exent, that the government is under the con- 
trol of the churches. 

This has been going on for years, and these sums 
hav been drawn from the treasury with the full 
knowledge of the government that they were being 
used for sectarian purposes. : 

If the people do not rebel against this amalga- 
mation of church and state, then they ought not to 
be surprised when they are brought under inquis- 
itorial rule. : 

Now, it is pertinent to inquire whether this gov- 
ernment was established *to promote the general 
welfare" of the people or to promote the welfare of 
the churcher. 

If the people's money ean be taxed away from 
them, and appropriated to religious societies for 
missionary work, it is time to inquire whether there 
is any difference between despotism in this country 
and despotism in Russia. 

There can be no more flagrant violation of the 
spirit of the Constitution than to establish any sys- 
tem of religion by governmental acts. But the gov- 
ernment does help to establish a system of religion 
every time it grants one dollar for religious pur- 
poses. 

The government is a political institution, and its 
business is to protect the rights of its citizens and 
to take none of them away. The church is a spirit- 
ual affair—its kingdom is not of this world, and the 
government car no more take cognizance of its 
notions than it can of the peculiar notions of the 
DiggerIndians. To take publie money and devote 
it to sectarian purposes is to engender strife among 
the different sects and nationalities in this country, 
and is in every sense un-American, and tends only 
to develop abuses, which all history shows to be in- 
separably connected with the union of church and 
state. 

It is claimed that these appropriations are made 
in the interest of good morals. Masonry, Odd- 
Fellowship, the Sons of Temperance, Good Tem- 
plars, and many other fraternal societies are said to 
be moral institutions. But the government has no 
more right to appropriate the people’s money for 
the upbuilding of these societies than it has to 
grant money to Buffalo Bill to run his Wild West 
show. 

The aims and purposes of the Constitution are set 
forth in its preamble in the clearest light: 


We, the people of the United States, in order to form 
a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
iranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, end secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselvs and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America. 

The government cannot compel people to ob- 
serve fast days or rites or ceremonies. Whether a 
man observes the old Jewish Sabbath or the Chris- 
tian’s holy day, or none at all, or whether he works 
or plays, or goes hunting or fishing, on a given 
day, is no concern of the government, so long as he 
does not disturb the peace. And what will not 
disturb the peace on one day will not disturb it on 
another. If ringing church bells on Sunday does 
not disturb the peace, any ordinary labor or recre- 
ation will not be likely to do so. Christians must 
learn that they hav no rights under the Constitu- 
tion not granted in common to all other citizens. 
Their church property has no more right to be 
exempt from taxation than theaters or railroad 
stations. 

The American people are bound by acts of Con- 
gress, and not by the commands of an imaginary 
God, supposed to hav been given to a half-civilized 
people three thousand years ago. Joun Prox. 


The National Christian Citizenship League de- 
sired to hav 100,000 sermons on “national righteous- 
ness” preached on June 30th. “National righteous- 
ness” means laws compelling observance of the 
Christian Sunday, and various other kinds of Aunt 
Nancy legislation. 


Observations. 


An importer of curiosities has touched our shores 
with some relies of Waterloo in his possession. 
They consist of the Duke of Wellington's uniform, 
together with Napoleon's hat which the great sol- 
dier used to talk through, and also the sword that 
he waved at the head of the army when exoited. 
The importer judged from the Napoleonie revival 
we hay recently sustained that we were ready to 
pay money to “ witness " these accouterments, and 
was therefore surprised to find that he would hav to 
pay duty on them at the custom house. Very few 
foreigners understand our protectiv tariff system. 
It is doubtless true, a8 in the case of the desiccated 
Saint Peregrinus, that neither the McKinley bill 
nor the Wilson bill has listed old hats and boots, 
and the reason why they should be taxed and the 
saints untaxed is therefore inscrutable. An extra 
session of Congress to revise the tariff in this par- 
ticular would seem to be desirable, for it is a gross 
injustice that our domestic manufacture of saints 
should be laid open to foreign pauper competition, 
when there ought rather to be a bounty paid for 
their exportation. Pending such a revision, the 
owner of the Waterloo relics would save money by 
combining with the manager of Peregrinus. The 
appearance of the old saint would be much im- 
proved by a Napoleonic hat and Wellington boots, 
while those articles would, of course, enjoy the im- 
munity from customs duties accorded to other 
wearing apparel. 


This country has not recently heard much of the 
Rev. Joseph Cook, the Boston lecturer, and a good 
deal of silent gratitude has doubtless been felt on 
that account. Since Colonel Ingersoll so happily 
described Mr. Oook’s cult of German meta- 
physics and New England theology as a combina- 
tion of sauerkraut and baked beans, it has scarcely 
been necessary that anything further should be 
said. But Cook has got himself disliked by the 
American administration, and so he is again before 
the public eye. It happened at Honolulu, Sand- 
wich Islands, where the American residents were 
celebrating the Fourth of July. Minister Willis 
presided over the event, and there had been an un- 
derstanding for a fortnight previous that the rela- 
tions of the Hawaiian government and the United 
States, being somewhat strained, could not be 
harped upon without danger of snapping a string. 
Cook was apprised of the situation, but neverthe- 
less, in the presence of Mr. Willis, he proceeded to 
roar against the president of this nation with all 
the noise he was capable of producing. Mr. Willis 
called him to order, and the whole audience, al- 
though no partisans of our esteemed Mr. Cleveland, 
arose a8 One man or more, and expressed their con- 
demnation of Cook. The Rev. Sereno E. Bishop, 
in a letter the New York Independent, describes 
the occasion as one of great enthusiasm, and says 
that when Cook left the platform he was not fol- 
lowed by any applause. Bishop isa long resident 
of Honolulu, where he publishes & paper, and is 
popular. He will be remembered by American 
readers as the discoverer of the cause of the red 
sunsets which excited the surprise of the scientific 
world some years ago. He says that Cook appeared 
to be a * big combination of lion and elephant”—an 
elephant, presumably, on account of his weight, and 
& lion on account of the skin he habitually wears, 
though his bray undeceived the populace. It is a 
fortunate thing for this ramping and snorting de- 
claimer that the world is large, for his presence 
twice in the same place is never demanded, and if 
the globe afforded him a more circumscribed range 
he might shortly find it too small for his feet. 


The case of a married couple in Youngstown, 
Ohio, warns husbands with believing wives that 
they had perhaps best go to church occasionally 
although they may hav to violate their inclina- 
tions in order to do so. A Mrs. Minnear of that 
city requested her husband on a recent Sabbath 
morn to accompany her to the house of prayer and 
worship, but found him obdurate in that respect. 
Ske went alone, and returning only to find that he 
had retired for the night, she touched a match 
to his bed and had made good progress toward 
cremating him when he awoke and put out the fire. 
The couple appeared in court the next morning, 
where Mrs. Minnear alleged the refusal of her hus- 
band to attend church, and the man, apologizing 
for harsh words used toward his wife, said that 
“the idea of being burned up made him a trifle 
angry.” I take it that if there were more women 
with Mrs. Minnear’s stern austerity of purpose, and 
who would rather see their husbands warmed up 
here than in the great hereafter, there would be a 
better attendance at some churches. The inhu- 
manity of man concentered all in self, and woman’s 


devotion touched and made tenderer by the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, are constantly receiving fresh and 
striking illustrations. 

A New York policeman is the author of a remark 
worthy the attention of all persons who contem- 
plate suicide on account of the business depression. 
Arresting an individual seeking euthanasia, this 
minion of the law inquired, * What do you want to 
kill yourself for *" * Because,” said the man, “the 
times are so hard I do not care to liv." “ That,” 
returned the copper, “is a very short-sighted thing: 
to do. For if you go and kill yourself now, what 
remedy hav you to apply when the times get worse?” 
A man should not recklessly or extravagantly take 
his only life. He should reserve something to fall 
back upon in case of extremity. 


The tombstone of Professor Huxley has been 
provided with an inscription reading as follows : 
And if there be no meeting past the grave, 
If all is darkness, silence, yet ’tis rest. 
Be not afraid, ye waiting hearts that weep, 
For God still giveth his beloved sleep; 
And if an endless sleep, he wills so best. 


There is nothing Agnostic about that. If, as 
Huxley said, Agnosticism means that a man is not 
to say that he knows or believes that which he has 
no means of knowing or reason for believing, then 
the statement that if death is an endless sleep 
it is because God “wills so best,” is one that the 
professor could not hav approved. For anything 
that we know, God permits the dead to sleep end- 
lessly because he can’t help it. 

A Disciple paper, the Christian Standard, con- 
tains the remark, in the form of a complaint, that 
“nine-tenths of our young people, if asked why 
they were Disciples, could not giv an intelligent 
reason for the faith they profess.” This growler 
does not seem to know when things are well enough 
and to be let alone. As many Bible readers testify, 
itis quite possible for investigators to inadvertently 
disprove the very thing they set out to demonstrate, 
and there is danger that if the young people went 
to searching for a reason for being Disciples or 
members of any other sect, they would discover 
that there wasn’t any. 


The Scimitar, a ‘Tennessee journal, contends that 
if the Italian girl, Maria Barberi, who vindicated 
her honor, and incidentally advertised its loss, by 
assassinating the man to whom she had voluntarily 
surrendered it, had lived in a Southern or Western 
state she would now be at liberty, instead of in 
prison and under sentence of death. That is prob- 
ably true as regards some of the states in the sec- 
tions named, but it is not all of the truth. The 
rest of that mighty and ever-uppermost commodity 
is that if the woman had been a resident of those 
parts where the Scimitar’s sentiments prevail, a 
party of chivalrous gentlemen calling themselvs 
Whitecaps or Regulators would hav tarred and 
feathered her before she had lived with Cataldo for 
two months; and she could hav preserved herself 
from that fate only by killing her paramour before 
the Committee on Morals arrived. The custom of 
honoring romantic murderers, and that of mobbing 
and flogging such persons as attend strictly to 
their own business, may be classified as products of 
the same uncultivated soil. 


Although editor of the London Agnostic Jour- 
nal, Saladin (or W. Stewart Ross) is not himself an 
uncompromising Agnostic. In answering a corre- 
spondent he says: * We, too, in certain aspects, 
incline to be gnostic, not so much with an eviden- 
tial as an intuitional gnosticism.” The total de- 
pravity wherein I rejoice to hay been born instigates 
me to inquire in what respect, if any, **intuitional 
gnosticism” differs from what is conceived as sub- 
jectiv illumination; to what extent, if at all, it 
resembles inspiration, and whether it is not, as a 
matter of fact, the same thing as the operation of 
the holy spirit. Does it or does it not confirm the 
verity of what is known to be untrue? If it does, 
the foundation of a new religion is discovered. : 

Guo. E. Macponatp. 
s —cÉpe— 
Last Chance to Obtain a Rare Book. 

David Friedrich Strauss’s “Life of Jesus Criti- 
cally Examined” was first published in two volumes 
for $9. The edition ran out, and another was is- 
sued in one volume for $4.50. This edition is 
almost exhausted, less than fifty copies being in 
existence. Of what are left we hav obtained a 
share, and can furnish them postpaid at the last 
price, $4.50. They will not last long, and we ad- 
vise those of our friends who want a copy to send 
at once. When these are gone there will be no 
more to be had. This edition is translated from 
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the fourth German edition by George Eliot, and 
contains 784 large octavo pages of solid reading, 
very clearly printed. It is unnecessary to say to 
students that this is a very valuable work, one 
which the church wishes had never been written, 
but which it cannot controvert. 


Prof. James H. Cook. 


It becomes our melancholy duty to record the 


death of Prof. James H. Cook, of Columbus, Kan- 


888, an oftentimes contributor to these columns, 
and for very many years an untiring worker in the 
cause of Freethought. 


thought were the slights of his comrades. 


respondence. 


Mr. Cook was & lover of liberty, championing the 


cause of the enslaved and oppressed everywhere. 


Only once, so far as the knowledge of the writer of 
this extends, did he lose sight for a time of the fun- 
damental principle, and that was when his intense 
loathing of intoxicants and tobacco led him to tem- 
He 
antagonized slavery in his youth and later won the 
hatred and incurred the persecution of the church 
and Mrs. Grundy for his devotion to mental and 
social freedom. We hope to be able at a later day 
to giv our readers something of the history of his 
His many friends, scattered from 
New England to the Pacific, will, we are sure, be 
glad of sucha record, incomplete though it must be. 

Dr. F. A. M. Cook, who sends us the particulars 
of the death of Professor Cook, says that he had 


porarily ally himself with the Prohibitionists. 


early struggles. 


attended the Old Settlers’ meeting on August 2d, 
and came home very much exhausted. 
cold and later had a heavy chill. Subsequently he 
was better, as Dr. Cook thought. When a friend 
who had called to see him shook hands with him at 
parting and said, “ I hope, Mr. Cook, you will be 
better the next time I see you,” he replied, ** You 
had better wish I would be dead.” (He often said 
something like this under similar clreumstances.) 
When his friend protested against his talking so 
despondingly, he asked ** What is the use of living 
and suffering so?” That evening other friends 
called and he directed Dr. Cook to giv them copies 
of newspapers, thus manifesting his interest in re- 
form work to the last. He declined to hav anyone 
sit up with him that night. When Dr. Cook went 
over later he had gone to bed. When she called in 
the morning with hot water to make him lemonade, 
she glanced in at the window and saw a paper lying 
in his chair. As she reached the door she saw the 
words “watering hole.” A second glance showed 
that the bed was empty. At the watering hole, a 
pool only about two and a half-feet deep, she 
found him dead. He had taken the rope from the 
water pail, tied a stone to each end, and placing 
the rope across the back of his neck, had thrown 
himself face downward into the pool. Careful of 
others to the last, he had taken off his shirt to pre- 
vent its getting soiled, and placed it, with his vest, 
in his trunk. In the pocket of the vest was the 
money for his cremation fees, and his final instruc- 
tions. He had written his farewell to Dr. Cook the 
evening before, or very early that morning. Every- 
thing had been done with the greatest apparent de 
liberation and forethought. 

Dr. Cook had the body embalmed, went with it 
to St. Louis, and it was reduced to ashes in the 
crematory there, in accordance with the long ex- 
pressed wish of the reformer.  . 

James H. Cook was born in East Hampton, Con- 
necticut, March 12, 1819. 

Dr. Cook wishes to extend her thanks to all the 
friends who assisted her in carrying out the wishes 
of the deceased, and to his correspondents she begs 
to say that as soon as she feels able she will en- 
deavor to attend to unanswered correspondence. 
The last words in her letter wore: “I am more in 
favor of cremation than ever.” 

The end has come. His sufferingsare over. He 
lived & thinker and humanitarian. He died a 
philosopher. In his life he struggled toward 


grander hights. Jt is for us to carry forward, so ! 


He committed suicide by 
drowning on the morning of Wednesday, August 
14th. Fora long time he has been a severe suf- 
ferer from & complication of diseases of the elimi- 
nating organs, greatly aggravated by his extreme 
nervous sensitivness and his habit of morbid intro- 
spection. He felt that his services during his work- 
ing years entitled him in the decline of life to a 
greater degree of recognition than he received, and 
he was keenly stung by his poverty, and what he 
He was 
of a delicate, refined nature, alive in every fiber of 
his being to all that was beautiful in the cosmos 
and in art, and, as a consequence, vulnerable to the 
attacks of all that was ugly and cruel, wherever 
found. He was a diligent student of human char- 
acter, and it was one of his delights to analyze the 
mental and moral organizations of men and women, 
either after personal examination or through cor- 


He took 


far as we are able, the work to which he contrib- 
uted all that he had to giv. On his urn we place the 
tribute of our respect. 


Kansas Liberals Meet. - 


The Fifth Annual Convention of the Kansas 
Freethought Association was held in Forest Park, 
Ottawa, August 6th to 11th. inclusiv, 1895.. The 
popular meeting-place for Kansas people is the 
beautiful park on the Marias des Cygnes. There 
was good speaking and fair weather, and all had a 
gloriously delightful time. 

Mrs. Etta Semple’s address of welcome was re- 
ceived with interest and attention. It was followed 
by D. W. Hull with a fitting address, “The Object 
of Freethought Organizations and tke Effect of 
Unity.” OC. V. Williams lectured on the “ Conflict 
Between Reason and Religion.” <A very pleasing 
and well-written paper by Miss Laura Knox, on 
“Secular Sunday-schools,” was received with great 
interest. Samuel Carter spoke on “ Liberal Funer- 
als." Other speakers were E Z. Ernst, James 
Pontius, Alexander Rose, F. W. Cotton, and J. W. 
Adams. 

A very interesting debate was had on the subject, 
* The Efficacy of Prayer and its Effects on Human- 
ity," by Rev. J. H. Lathrop and ex-Adjutant-General 
H. H. Artz. Both are good speakers. The best of 
feeling was shown throughout by the speakers, and 
the audience was attentiv and admiring. 

Letters from persons who could not attend were 
read by the president, Etta Semple. Damon Hig- 
bee, J. H. Cook, E. M. Macdonald, A. Warren, Mary 
Tillotson, W. S. Bell, and Moses Harman were 
among those who wrote. i 

Sunday evening we were given a closing address 
by J. F. Oliphant. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That Congress, in passing what is known as 
the Comstock law, has exhibited a profligate use of the 
power in it vested, has overstepped the bounds of reason 
and propriety. 

That this act, which we most heartily condemn, brands 
useful information as obscene, prevents the spread of 
knowledge that would elevate all humanity, and increases 
and protects ignorance by law. 

That. this p»wer, vested in Congress, if as recklessly 
used in future as in the past, will in the near future either 
anye the people of the nation or destroy the govern- 
ment. 

Resolved, That we, members of the Kansas Free- 
thought Association assembled in convention at Ottawa, 
do extend to our brother and past secretary, Moses Har- 
man, our sincere and heartfelt sympathy. That while we 
feel our helplessness to aid him against such a powerful 
influence as the law which holds him, yet we can remem- 
ber him and sympathize with him, and we will put forth 
every effort to eradicate this growing evil, and thereby 
save other brothers and sisters from like fate. 

A short quotation from J. F. Oliphant's speech : 

Theology has sought with sword and flame to blight 
and blast the purest things of earth. Freethought nas 
sought with argument and reason to fill the world with 
light and love; to gild the fleeting hours with gold, and 
to heap upon the hearts of men the priceless boon of joy. 
Freethought taught the valued lesson that oppsition in 
thought is as essential to felicitous government as compe- 
tition is necessary to the purity of the trades. Free- 
thought was the parent of science; theology could not 
hav been, for theology has boundary lines. Freethought 
has none. The religious say, ‘‘ Thus far shalt thou go and 
no farther.” Freethought says, '*To the stars and be- 
yond!” 

True science has no such unknown quantity as faith; 
it either knows or does not know. It will not acknowl- 
edge a heaven that is built upon the sands of ‘‘ promis,” 
until it has seen the glitter of its throne, touched its jas- 
per walls, or heard the rustle of an angel’s wing. 

Officers of the Kansas Freethought Association : 
Etta Semple, president, Ottawa ; first vice president, 
Samuel Carter, Asherville; second vice-president, 
Isaac Farley, Melvern; secretary and treasurer, 
Geo. W. Jones, Everest; state lecturers, James 
Pontius, Washington; Alexander Rose, Lawrence ; 
Isaac Farley, Melvern ; Samuel Carter, Asherville ; 
Miss Laura Knox, Portland. The next annual 
meeting will be held in the full of the moon, Au- 
gust, 1896, at a place to be selected by a committee 
of seven. Guo. W. Jonzs, secretary. 


General Sherman and the Chaplains. 


General Sherman, says Harper’s Weekly, was 
not one of the silent generhls, like Grant and Von 
Moltke. He had the gift of communicating his 
sentiments, both orally and in writing, and he had 
sentiments on many subjects which he was very 
ready to communicate. Whatever fault any one 
might find with sentiments that he expressed, it 
was seldom that there was occasion to complain 
that he failed to make himself understood, or 
cloaked his convictions with obscure or euphemistic 
language. The following letter, written while he 
was general of the army, is interesting, both as an 
example of his official epistolary style, and on ac- 
count of its subject natter : 

«My Drar Sm: Yours of July 24th is received, 
and if your brother, the Rev. ——- ——, of Illinois, 


will make his application to the secretary of war for 
a chaplaincy in the army, and send me his papers, I 
will indorse and lay them before the secretary for 
the action of thé president, who alone always makes 
these appointments. 

“T never giv original letters to the president or 
secretary of war, because it would be wrong for 
me to do 80, as they might refer several applicants 
to me for selection, and I would seem to be com- 
mitted to the one holding my letter. I think there 
are several hundred applicants now, each one of 
whom is stronger in the faith than St. Paul, and most 
of whom, before appointment, are anxious to be mar- 
tyrs; but once appointed and confirmed they ob- 
ject to our frontier posts because they are ill 
adapted for raising a large family of small children. 

* Of course the whole system is now a farce and 
meant to be so. If Congress wanted the army to 
hav the influence of religion, it would allow the 
commanding officer of each post remote from civili- 
zation to hire and pay for a minister while employed, 
like surgeons. Of such posts there are nearly a 
hundred, whereas the chaplains are limited to thirty, 
say half of whom are sick, or don’t like the isolation 
of Texas, Arizona, ete. Of course there are no va- 
cangies now, and they are gobbled up as soon as 
the telegraph announces a death—there are no res- 
ignations—and so greedy are the applicants that 
they will not even wait for the funeral. 

“Tf your brother wants to join in this scramble 
to become a martyr, let him send me his papers, 
and I will see they are filed; and then let him hav 
some Senator or member of Congress to rush to the 
president the moment he learns a chaplain is ‘in 
extremis.’ Very truly yours, 

« W. T. Suepman, General.” 


s 


Insulting His ‘‘ Cloth.” 


The New York Sun of Aug. 19th tells this in- 
structiv little story : 


Father Ducey of St. Leo’s Roman Catholic church and 
an Atheist had a discussion concerning religion outside 
the West Thirtieth street police station last night, at the 
conclusion of which the priest, after he had soundly be- 
rated his adversary, jumped into his carriage and drove 
away. 

It was shortly after 10 o’clock when the priest drove to 
the station house to compliment Captain Pickett on the 
mauner in which he was enforcing the excise law. 

After leaving the captain the priest stopped to talk 
with some reporters who were outside listening to the 
singing of the colored congregation of a church across the 
street. 

While Father Ducey stood there a well dressed, elderly 
man, who had beenasking Sergeant Lane some question, 
emerged from the station house and stopped beside the 
priest to listen to the singing. 

Some one remarked that the Negroes were very enthu- 
siastic in their form of worship. 

** All religion is nothing more than enthusiasm,” re- 
marked the new comer. 

** Why do vou say that when we hav such muster minds 
as Cardinal Newman who believe otherwise?” retorted 
Father Ducey. 

** Talking about master minds," answered the elderly 
man, how about Alexander von Humboldt?" at the 
same time shaking his finger in Father Ducey’s face. 

Father Dacey seized hold of the man’s wrist and 
shoved his arm aside, demanding, in an angry tone, what 
he meant by assuming a threatening attitude. 

“ You havinsulted my cloth, sir," said Father Ducey, 
“and I hav a mind ——” 

Seeming suddenly to recover his self-possession the 
priest walked quickly to his carriage. As he entered it 
he turued and said: “Iam a member of the church mil- 
itant.' 

“Oh!” answered the gray-bearded mau, '*'I did not 
know you were a clergyman. Anyway, one would never 
think so, judging from your language.” 

The sentence was lost on Father Ducey, who by this 
time was whirling through Thirtieth street in his car- 
riage. 

The elderly gentleman was mistaken in one par- 
lieular—the language of Father Dacey was emi- 
nentiy clerical. The priest, no matter to what 
church he adheres, cannot bear contradiction or 
free expression, and is always tempted to bluster, 
although he often nowadays finds it unprofitable to 
show what he really feels; in this instance Father 
Ducey’s prudence put a check upon his temper at 


the critical moment. 


^ 


« Religion's Unusual Effect ” is the head that the 
World puts on a dispatch from Pine Bluff, Arkan- 
sas, telling how Jesse Isborg, a Negro, became 
crazed by religion at a revival meeting, prayed all 
night, and in the morning shot his landlady at 
the breakfast table, mortally wounding her, and fin- 
ished his career by blowing out his own brains. 
Why did the World put such a misleading head on 
the dispatch? What is there “unusual” in the spec- 
tacle of a man driven crazy by religion ? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 


Sept. 1—Clear Lake, Ia. 
* 8—Peoria, Ill..... 
** $—Des Moines, Ia 
‘© 37—Stamiord, Conn. 
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Letters of Friends. 


The Pictorial Text-Book Goes. 


Daxvinnz, ORE., Aug. 10, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: For inclosed send Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year and *‘Picto- 
rial Text-Book” to A. OFFICER. 


Gray, N. M., Aug. 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $7, for the 
renewal of my subscription, and that of a 
new subscriber, who is a great admirer of 
Freethought literature. Please send me 
the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book,” the ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” ** Liberty of Man, Woman, and 
Ohild,” and ‘‘ Awful Disclosures of Maria 

Monk.” Yours truly, S. T. Gray. 


Giunta, Can., Aug. 4, 1895. 
Mr. Enprron: Inclosed find $10, for 
which mark me up another year in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER family, and send me Put- 
nam's Four Hundred Years of Free 
thought," and for the other $3 send THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year, and ‘‘ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated " 

to Simon Barandun. 

Long may you liv to fight the sky pilots. 

H. DANNENBRINE. 


Tuoson, AIZ., Aug. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $4, for 
which send THe TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year and the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book” to a 
friend of mine. For the balance send me 
“Die Irrthümer Moses," die ‘‘ Moderne 
Gotterdimmerung,” and *''Wunder und 
Wunderthiler," in German, asa friend of 
mine. who is not proficient in English, 

would like to read them, and oblige 
Yours truly, Gro. Puson. 


For Liberty of Bible Circulation. 
Warre River, Car, Aug. 5. E. m, 295. 
Mr. EprTon: The inclosed fifty cents is 

for the Wise Defense Fund. 
Yours, ETHAN ALLEN GATES. 


Sailors to the Rescue of Wise. 
U. S. S. OLYMPIA, Manz ISLAND, CAL., 
Aug. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 for 
the defense of Mr. Wise, of Kansas; $3 of 
the amount I hay collected from my ship- 
mates, and $2 more I am promised. So I 
send the $5. Very truly yours, 

G. H. Purpy. 


Scattering Seeds of Truth. 
PARKERSBURG, W. Va., Aug. 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find $1 for ‘‘Age of 
Reason " and ‘‘ Self. Contradictions of the 
Bible,” about the same number of each. 
Wishing the truth seekers all good health, 
Yours very truly, LEONARD WALTERS. 


He Proves That He Likes It. 
Bururerton, Ia., Aug. 14, 1895. 

Mr. Eprros: Inolosed find $2 for ** The 
Field-Ingersoll Discussion;” ‘‘The Inger- 
soll-Gladstone Controversy," and ‘‘ Myth 
and Miracle." The remainder you can 
credit to the Wise Defense Fund. 

My paving for Tot TRUTH SEEKER two 
years in advance, as I did a short time ago, 
shows that I appreciate it. I subscribe for 
quite a number of papers and magazines, 
but always read Tug TRUTH SEEKER first, 
and I think Heston’s pictures are simply 
immense. WILBUR MosENA. 


He Reads it Through Each Week. 
THORNBURG, IA., July 29, 1895. 

Mr. Enrror: Inelosed find $2.50. Piease 
apply $1 to defend Brother Wise and lib- 
erty, as I see by Tug TRUTA SEEKEB of July 
20th that more money will be needed to 
establish the most simple principles of jus- 
tice when religion is involved in a contro- 
versy. For the rest, please send me 
t Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad," and ‘‘ Charles Darwin: His Life 
and Work." 

Keep right on with your great work. 
Tug Teura SEEKER is the only paper I can 
find time to read through each week. 

E. D. Nauman. 


The Car Is Rolling On. 
Freponra, N. Y., Aug. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Enprror: Inelosed find $2. Paine’s 
works are being read here and sent for as 
never before. No falsehood, by whatever 
name called, or covered by the myths of 
ages, but sconer or later must yield to the 


all-powerful truth that is so rapidly com- i 


ing up the steeps of time. The engin of 
science and truth is on the track. It is 
surely and swiftly moving toward the goal 
of humanity, the universal brotherhood of 
the races. 

One dollar of the inclosed is for the 
‘Field and Ingersoll" and *'*Gladstone 
and Ingersoll" debates, *'*Myths and 
Miracles,” and ** Crimes of Preachers.” 

Pumy Surra. 


Thinks That He Is Good, but Young. 
Kirgsvinie, Mo., Aug. 10, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose $4 to renew my 
subscription to your paper, and for the 
book, as proposed in your liberal offer to 


those who renew. Theregular price would : 


hav been satisfactory, and I would hav re- 
mitted just as quickly. I hav previously or- 
dered several copies of the book, but hav 
disposed of them. I hav been at Monroe, 
Iowa, visiting a brother, and hav just re- 
turned; that is the reason I hav not remit- 
ted sooner. While at Monroe I listened to 
a lecture by Franklin Steiner, which was 
superb, although coming from one so 
young. Mr. Steiner is already widely 
known, and, if he livs and remains in the 
Liberal field, will be more extensivly 
known in the future. Wa, HART. 


At the Grave of W. R. Bachelor, Jr. 

Aug. 15, 1895. 
Frienps: I undertake the painful task 
of speaking a few words at the fiual resting 
place of my son. What shall I say of 
death? It is birth; it is life. It is the in- 
exorable law of nature. Every moment 4 
man is born; every moment one dies. A 
few years ago we were not; a few years 
hence and all now living will be gone. Do 
you ask me what becomes of the intelli- 
gence, loves, hopes, fears, of the dead? 
My answer is: Where is motion when the 
wheels stops, or the light when the candle 
is blown out? All in nature -all in the 
universe. The tearful eyes of millions 


follow loved ones to that curtain that has | 


never been lifted. 

Then, we all hav to die, for nature’s laws 
are unalterable. She seems to ‘‘ create 
man without purpose, and destroy him 
without regret.” Thus I fail to see any 
special providence, or the execution of any 
divine will. Prayers and supplications 
can hav no effect on the laws of fate. 

He that is before you—the fell hand of 
a wasting disease (consumption) was laid 
upon him in the days of his manhood. He 
lingered many months with the certainty 
of death before him. He belonged to no 
church—he was a Freethinker. He never 
murmured in his long illness, but met 
death with calmness and without fear. He 
was conscious to the last. A short time 
before he passed away he called me and 
told me he wasdying. And thus he passed 
away and now rests. He was a filial son, 
a loving brother, a true friend. He stood 
for truth and right. We now leave him in 
the arms of mother earth. Among birds 
and flowers, green fields, babbling brooks, 
and the golden suashine. 

Farewell—a long farewell. 

Dr. W. R. BAOHELOR. 


Some Suggestions for the Bre'hren. 
GREENVILLE, OR,, Aug. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: I read the paper every 
week and enjoy it very much, especially 
Observations and News and Notes, which 
take me back to the old days of Free- 
thoug^t, of which I hav an almost com- 
plete file. 

I write merely to giv the churchmen a 
practical idea, and realizing the superior- 
ity of a diagram to mere written discrip- 
tion, I ask Heston to illustrate it. 

In driving into Hillsboro one day, I no- 
ticed that all the steeples on the churches 
were shaped like a speaking trumpet stich 
as firemen and sailors use to make them- 
selvs heard in the midst of great turmoil. 
Now, if the churchmen wanted to hear 
the voice of the almighty, the steeples are 
all right, but the most of the prayers are 
appeals to ‘‘ him” to do something for us, 
and as very little seems to be done it is 
just possible that in the din created by the 
Catholic and A. P. A, love feasts, cyclones, 
steam-whistles, dynamos, holiness rant- 
ers, and the like, that the supplications do 
not reach the ear of divinity at all. If we 
are to keep building churches and wish to 
realize the greatest amount of good attain- 
able, let us turn the steeples **tother" end 


i so it is indeed. 


up, make the '*'bell"a little bigger, put 
the ** mouthpiece” close to the pulpit and 
carefully follow the known laws of accous- 
tics, and then if the ‘‘Thorne of Grace” 
is ever to be reached by an appeal from us 
poor critters, we will hav the inside track 
on the effete aud non-progressiv old world 
where the churches are old and held in 
such veneration that they would not dare 
to try to remodel them. 

As the bell being directed upward will 
catch a good deal of rain-water here in 
Webfoot, it (the water) could be turned 
into the baptismal font by a simple gate, 
and that alone would save enough in a 
short time to pay for the extra work. 

Yours for utility and convenience, 

Tuos. S. WILKES. 


Mr. S. J. Fleckten. 
LzxrNGTON, Ky., Aug. 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: We are living on the out- 
skirts of an ancient régimé, or period, 
which wasconsistent within itself but which 
lost its great power through many defects. 

We are now left without restraint, wild 
and uncivilized, but the holy cuttle-fish 
religion is as strong as ever, ita slimy arms 
wound tightly around the publie schools 
and the children who attend them. 

These children are willing proselytes, 
stolen from their parents to all intents 
and purposes; a helpless credulity sup- 
posed to be a part of their nature. This 
ignorant faculty is termed ‘‘reverence ” in 
later years. 

Mr. Fleckten does not boast of anything 
of the kind. He is the prophet who has 
arisen in our Israel, who has brought to a 
crisis the evils of the school situation, 
characterized by suspense, deceit, misery, 
intrigue, and imposition. 

The mass of the people hav remained 
inactiv, while religious exercises were con- 
ducted in our public schools, the fiend 
Fanaticism, also, corrupting the moral 
atmosphere which we breathe. 

At this critical moment comes into the 
arena this true man, armed with the prin- 
ciple ‘‘Sink or swim, liv or die, I am for 
liberty of thought,” his noble children 
echoing the same sentiment. 

A slow, temporizivg policy will not 
eradicate great evils. Said Washington, 
‘We must erect a standard, to which the 
people can always repair with safety.” 
The great orthodox leaders, who capture 
the young, are slaves to their party marble 
statues, without progressiv thoughts or 
noble pity for the world. How would 
they appear beside Condorcet and Voltaire. 

Respectfally, ADHAZA. 


The Olla Podrida of Astronomy and 
Theology. 
Santa ORTZ, CAL., Aug. 7, E M. 295. 

Mr. EprTon: Find inclosed $5, to renew 
my subscription to Taz TRUTA SEEKER for 
two years. 

I would like to know if some Christian 
scholar can tell the meaning of the follow- 
ing language: 

The Lord delighteth not in any man’s 
legs, neither hath he pleasure in the 
strength of a horse. 

Our God is a consuming fire. 

And when the devil had ended all the 
temptation, he departed from him for a 
season. : 

I will rend the caul of their heart, and 
there will I devour them like a lion. 

For I will tread them in mine anger and 
trample them in my fury, and their blood 
shall be sprinkied upon my garments, and 
I will stain all my raiment. For the day 
of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year 
of my redeemed is come. 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God. 

What is meant by the seven eyes in God- 
all-mighty’s forehead? The seven stars in 
J. Christ’s right hand? The seven golden 
candlesticks? The seven vials of wrath? 
The seven seals of. prophecy? The.seven 
gifts of the spirit? The seven deadly sins? 
or any ather of the seven holy or unholy 
things which we find always so ingeniously 
contrived to set the brains of religious peo- 
ple at sixes and sevens? I do believe that 
the whole affair of which they speak and 
preach, and which is called gospel, has no 
reference at all to any persons that ever 
existed, or events that ever occurred 
upon earth, but is astronomical. The 
author of ‘‘The Diegesis," Rev. Robert 
taylor, D. D., said it is all to be seen and 
is all exhibited in the visible heavens; and 
“I set my affections on 


things above, not on things on earth;" that 
is, “I set my understanding and appre- 
hension on the great principles of astron- 
omical science. I do not believe that Jesus 
Christ and his apostles were persons that 
ever existed upon earth. The Bible, in the 
historical sense which the Christian clergy 
put upon it, is the language of idiocy or of 
stark, staring madness; but it rises into 
grandeur and astonishing wisdom and 
truth when read in its astronomical signi- 
ficance. 

Hence, the sun speaks that sublimely al- 
legorical and most correctly astronomical 
language: ‘‘I am the resurrection and the 
life. He that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he liv, and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die." Thus the sun pledges to us, not the 
foolish dream of the immortality of man, 
but the philosophical truth of the eternity 
of nature. Vrotor LAINE. 


Anti-Missionary Vaccination Wanted, 
LeAvENWORTH. KAN., Aug. 11, 1895. 

Mr. EprTo&: The killing of missionaries 
in China is merely an exchange of the re- 
ligious compliments of the season. A few 
hundred Chinamen having been killed one 
time and another by the Christians in this 
country, it was getting high time that our 
imitativ pagan neighbors should return 
the courtesy. They hav been slow catch- 
ing on, however, and are away behind in 
the count. The Christians are the best 
butchers, ten to one. Take notice what a 
dandy job they did at Rock Springs, Wyo., 
a few years ago. They massacred a whole 
colony of unarmed pagans (nearly one 
hundred) in less than an hour, and licked 
their chops for more. And our ‘‘ Christian 
government" did not punish the bloody 
fiends either. But ‘‘all the same" the 
Christians now demand that our govern- 
ment must declare war against China if 
she does not ferret out and behead the 
slayers of the missionaries. That is differ- 
ent. No forgivness; no turning of the 
other cheek. Turkey for Christian, crow 
for pagan. A fair sample of Christian 


justice. 


The missionaries should stay at home. 
They force themselvs into communities 
against the wishes of the entire population. 
They decoy the young and poison their 
minds against their parents’ religion, thus 
becoming a public nuisance. This is in- 
famous. It enrages parents, and the ‘‘mis- 
sion" is hated and detested worse than a 
pest-house or a leper’s den. That the ‘‘pa- 
gans” hav endured the infliction so long 
and so patiently as they hav speaks volumes 
for their good breeding and toleration, 
which is infinitly superior to that of the 
Christian. 

The very act of sending ‘‘missionaries” 
there, as though they were savages, is an 
insult to the nation and to the people. 
Religious propagandism is extremely 
abhorrent to them. It is never practiced 
by Oriental religions, being considered a 
gross breach of the rules of etiquet. It 
is a vice peculiar to Christianity, or more 
likely a contagious disease. May we hope 
that some one may discover a way to vao- 
cinate against it? S. R. SHEPBERD, 


A Freethought Hall. 
Aug. 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Iowa has another Free- 
thought hall. It has been erected through 
the generosity of Mr. James Hart, of 
Monroe. While not of monster dimensions, 
and wanting in the touchesof a Michael 
Angelo, it is of ample size for the com- 
munity in which it is situated, and is a 
thing of beauty in addition. Several years 
ago Mr. Hart attempted to buy a lot for 
the purpose in the town of Monroe, Jasper 
Co., Ia. Such a storm was raised against 
the plan that persons owning land asked 
him twice as much as a lot was worth. 
The advocates of ‘‘Peace on Earth" 
threatened to burn such an edifice in case 
it was constructed. Not intending to be 
foiled, our friend determined to build it 
on hi: farm about a mile from town, and 
there it stands. Though not a regular car- 
penter, Mr. Hart sawed every board, and 
drove every nail, On Friday, August 2d, 
it was ready for dedication. The interior 
had been well furnished with chairs, two 
tables, and an organ. Mr. Wæ. Hart, of 
Kirkville, Mo., brother to James Hart, 
came up to assist us. He is well kno -n as 
the author of **The Candle From Under 
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the Bushel,” and his aie ae eee in the work 
of Liberalism dates from many years ago. 

At eight o’clock in the evening the people 
began to arrive, and in a short time the 
road was filled with the buggies and wag- 
ons of those who lad come from a distance, 

The hall was soon filled, and when I began 
to speak we had more people outside than 
inside, and still they came. The most 
sanguin of the Liberals expected only a 
moderate attendance, but they were hap- 
pily disappointed. We hav had lectures in 
Monroe before, but they were poorlv at- 
tended, and the Christians called them a 
failure. They could not say that this 
time. I must relate an amusing incident. 

When Mr. Hart first went to the hall in 
the morning, he found lying at the door a 
monstrous iron bomb, sixteen inches long 
and three and three-fourths inches in di- 
ameter. It was well made, and had evi- 
dently been put together by a mechanic. 

Two fuses on one end were nearly burned 
away, and a black circle on the step was 
the result. Matches were also found. It 
looked formidable, and was, doubtless, as 
strong an argument as could be offered, 
but it turned out to be likeall other Chris- 
tian arguments— harmless. When Mr. 
Hart opened it he found the contents to 
be half straw and half mud—two splendid 
representativs of the Christian religion. 
No doubt the person who placed it there 
would much rather it had contained dyna- 
mite, and he only showed what he would 
like to do if he could, The name of the 
hall is ‘‘ The Oak Park Institute." Tt will 
be open for the discussion of all questions 
pertaining to the good of mankind, and 
particularly for Freethought lectures. Let 
us hope that we may see manv more build- 
ingsof the kind all over the United States. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, 


No **Ameriean Sabbath,” 
OxRzARLESTON, S. O., Aug. 10, 295 E. M. 

Mr. Eprror: Without any idea it would 
reach its columns, but on principle I sent 
the following letter to the World some 
time ago. 

Possibly not brief enough, perhaps a 
little too pronounced, may be unsatisfac- 
tory elsewise, at any rate I am not aware 
its finality was other than the waste basket. 

Fatuous Protestanism seems quite in a 
way to overreach itself and is acting the 
willing catspaw to astute and chuckling 
Catholicism! 

But Catholic chestnuts (roasted or un- 
roasted) are not to our eclectic liking— 
however accommodating our Protestant 


friends—and, ‘‘the burnt child dreads the 


fire,” I think, 
moral. 


still carries a searching 
Lovis LEVINE. 
SUNDAY ‘* SABBATH!” 


Editor New York World: The World 
moves to impress the truth that facts are 
stubborn things; the theory that attempts 
to ignore them insures its early destruc- 
tion. 

In a press report dated Boston, July 
1415, is this item: 

** Dr. Arthur Little, of Dorchester, pre- 
sided at a meeting upon Sabbath observ- 
anoa, held this afternoon at Park Street 
church, which was well filled with Ohris- 
tian Endeavorers. In opening tho speak- 
ing, he said tt was the duty of the Repub- 
lic to see that the Lord’s Day was well 
kept. 


“Dr. Page, of Leavenworth, Kan, 
pleaded for the Puritan Sabbath in the 
‘West, where he said Sunday was a holiday. 
Many Sabbath breakers were from fami- 
lies formerly worshiping in Park Street 
church.” 


Here is news! Here isa glorious chance 
for your state religion. Here is an open- 
ing for that much desired (by certain re- 
ligionists) government department of re- 
ligion (creedless?) to expound the contra- 
rieties of the scriptures, the incapables to 
decide the meum et tuum of the people’s 
dearly-bought, perhaps too asarelessly 
prized, liberties! Here is a Mafia-dagger 
for Religious Liberty’s fair form! And 
here is the kind of an American that 
would loose the blood-hounds of religious 
proscription! 

For a ‘‘religious” body to make the 
plea, It is rest (whatever that facile word 
may be made to mean), when they care 
not a fig more for ‘‘rest” than they do for 
the outraged principle, is palpably dishon- 
est and immoral, and yet such a body 
poser as an immaculate ** I-am-holier-than- 
thou!" and actually believes (amazing!) 
people are such consummate addle-pates 
as not to detect theill-disguised hypocrisy. 

** Religious clauses” of any description 
that would control in any matter of 


mooted “pinion and belief, are every one 
relics of colonial enactmants; and with the 
4th of July, 1776, jor Americans, became 
mere barnacles on the American ship of 
state, which it is becoming quite evident 
now, should be struck away ere the safety 
and the sailing qualities of the glorious 
craft be seriously impaired. 

There ie no “American Sabbath " that 
we hear ad nauseam, in the sense that the 
government may hav anything todo with 
any holy day of any religion, that it may 
deny liberty by enforcing a hybrid law that 
is expected to and does giv to one bodv of 
citizens of one faith a privilege it would 
denv to any other. 

Holidays are for ‘‘ rest and recreation,” 
and are deservedly popular, and these 
alone come into the state's purview. 

There is a higher question than that of 
**beer" involved! It is a fundamental 
American principle that is challenged. 
The sooner the people awake to the latent 
possibilities for danger in any compromise. 
the sooner will the question of the total 
separation of the religious and secular in- 
terests—the absolute divorce between 
church and state—be definitly and forever 
settled. 

Let the World champion this distinctiv 
Americanism and see that justice is done, 
that the main contention be unobseured! 

July 18, 1895. Lovis LEVINE. 


Has God a Soul Factory ? 


Monterey, Tens., July 21, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I am very much pleased 
with Mr. Pikard’s intellectual autobiog- 
raphy. It may seem strange, but my ex- 
perience was almost identical with his up 
to the time I left the church. After pass- 
ing my final examination for the ministry, 
and after completing all the preliminary 
arrangements for my ordination, I sev- 
ered my connection with both ministry 
and church. The soul problem is one that 
has occupied my attention for many years. 
I said to myself, ** What evidence is there 
to prove that man possesses & dual na- 
ture?" I read, and read, and sifted, and I 
am still reading and sifting, and all the 
evidence I hav accumulated points the 
other way. The subject presented itself 
in this light to me : When a young couple 
get married, and the female conceives and 
brings forth a child, every act connected 
therewith isa natural act. Can a natural 
act produce a spiritual substance? Reason 
says No. Then, if nature. in her multifar- 
ious, intricate and wonderful workings, 
can not produce a soul, there is but one 
other way a soul could be brought into ex- 
istence, and that would be by special cre- 
ation by some almighty power. Whatkind 
of direct evidence hav we in our posses- 
Sion that tends to demonstrate to us that 
we are immortal? None whatever. If 
there be an almighty being, his most essen- 
tial attribute must be justice. Does such 
a being exist? If he has a soul factory in 
the seventh heaven, he must know the des- 
tiny of each'soul manufactured there. Not 
only so, but he must also determin, prior 
to its leaving the heavenly factory, to what 
womb, family, and country each soul must 
be transferred. Here is a family of learn- 
ing, wealth, refinement, and conspicuous 
morality. The wife givs birth to a beauti- 
fuldaughter. It isloved, cherished, and 
trained in all things calculated to make it 
happy. It takes the good path through 
life. Doing good to others affords it 
boundless pleasure. It knows no evil, for 
it has never been permitted to witness one 
single scene of wickedness during its ex- 
istence on earth. This child dies, say, at 
the age of thirty, and goes straight into 
Abraham’s bosom. Here is another family, 
living in one of the lowest slums on earth. 
This wife also brings forth a daughter. It 
is trained from its infancy in crime and 
immorality, in order to furnish an ade- 
quate income for its degraded parenta. 
This child also livs thirty years, but during 
all these yearsit never knew one moment’s 
honest pleasure, and, in a fit of melan- 
choly, it ends its earthly existence by the 
poison route. 'The orthodox God, being 
omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, just, 
and munificent, made these two souls, sent 
one on its mission of pleasurable and ecs- 
tatic delight, which commenced here and 
will never end, and the other was sent on 
its mission of misery, pain, intensified suf- 
fering, and eternal agony. Where is his 
justice? ^ The oruel, brutal, and blood- 
thirsty character of the Jewish God is well 
portrayed in 2Samuel xxiv. This chapter 
shows him to be the most unjust and in- 
famous monster that ever existed. He first 


of all prompts David to number the 
people, then gets mad at David for execut- 
ing his own order. It was David that com- 
mitted the crime, if crime it was, but there 
were 70.000 innocent men who were bar- 
barously massacred for David’s crime. 
Where is God’s justice? 

I was much amused at the description of 
Mr. White’s menagerie. His bills an- 
nouncing its arrival are incomplete. The 
prison Peter was incarcerated in, the 
avrons Professor Paul made fly out of the 
bodies of his patients, the jawboue of the 
jackass with which Samson slew his thous- 
ands, a wheel off the chariot Enoch soared 
to heaven in, the giant’s bed that was only 
16 feet 4 inches long and 7 feet wide; the 
pillars Samson pulled out when he com- 
mitted suicide, a sample of the eyes 
the Philistines wore when they took 4 
peep through the roof, through the people 
below, and the ground floor, when they 
got their last glimpse of Samson; the log 
shanty where Samson saw the harlot, and 
a few of the foxes Samson tied together. 
My dears, there are many more curiosities 
not yet mentioned, but if you will look to 
the right, you will see nothing; look to the 
left, you will observe the same; look be- 
fore, it is still there; look behind, there is 
still no change; butif the juveniles, when 
they crawl under the canvas, will only 
keep their eyes open, they may see some 
of the lice Aaron created when he worked 
his ten miracles. In connection with this 
lice business, Moses did not giv the Egyp- 
tian magicians a fair show. Aaron had 
already used up all the dust there was in 
the country, so there was none left out of 
which the magicians could make lice. If 
they failed, it was because there was no 
dust left. If Aaron had taken hold of a 
chunk of nothing, and had made his lice 
from it, then he might hav claimed a vic- 
tory over the magicians, but as it was, the 
magicians were asked to d^ something 
that Aaron had not done. No, no, Aaron, 
this won't do. Giv the magicians a fair 
show. JOHN PRITOHARD. 


Au Address to the Doubters. 
SPRINGFIELD, Nev., Aug. 15, 1895. 

Mr Eorron: O ye of little faith, know 
ye not, therefore, that in olden time there 
went forth a great warrior conquering 
cities and laying waste great countries, 
and the people marveled greatly, saying, 
‘Verily, verily, Joshua is a great general"? 
And it came to pass that the ** virgin de- 
spoiler,” in his many perigrinations up and 
down the ** vale of tears," allowed Joshua 
to hav many and divers seances with his 
nibbs, and thus they stood pat. 

Know ye not also that his armies were 
marshaled to the music of the most noted 
and world-renowned bands of that or any 
other age? Not even was Gilmore’s a cir- 
cumstance. 

Its leader, Gideon, was the greatest 
band-master east or west of Jordan, be- 
cause, forsooth, he could blow a ram’s 
horn toa finish. Ye shouldst know also 
that Gabriel as a ram’s hornist was not 
in it even a little bit. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you marvel 
not at his greatness, for even unto this 
day no man bloweth a ram's horn like unto 
Gideon. Now there was in that land (a 
Sabbath day's journey west of Jordan) a 
great and flourishing city, whose King was 
not warlike, neither were the people; nay, 
much more, but were so peace-loving that 
they continually cried out, saying, ‘‘ You 
can play in my back-yard.” 

Then saith Joshua (the son of Nun) to 
the centurions and multitude of soldiers, 


.**Be thou strong and of good courage, 


prepare thou ‘ grub,’ for although Jordan 
is a hard road to travel, thou shalt within 
three days pass over it and to the city of 
Jericho.” And they answered, saying, 
** All that thou commandest us we will do, 
and whithersoever thou sendest us will 
go, even though it be over the ‘great di- 
vide.’ As we did to Moses on the east of 
Jordan so will we stay with thee toward 
the setting suu.” Then said Joshua, the 
son of Nun, '''l'he city of Jericho must 
become a prey to us that we may over- 
throw it, and despoil the people thereof. 
Howbeit," saith Joshua, ‘‘it has a great 
non-scalable wall by which they hope to 
save thomselvs, their cattle snd their 
asses," Then answered the centurions 
and the multitude of soldiers, saying, 
** Woe unto the people thereof, if ye hava 
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seance with the great ‘virgin despoiler.’ '" 


Then spake forth Joshua in a loud voice, 
saying, ''Stand ye fast. whilst I seek & 
seance,” and they stood fast. And it came 
to pass as he spake these things that a 
message from the great ‘‘ virgin despoiler '" 
was delivered in his ears, saying, **Send 
ye forth two spies out of Shittim that they 
may go forth and view the land even 
Jericho, that they may enter into the city 
and see who playeth in their back-vards.” 
Then goeth he and taketh two spies out of 
Shittim and saith '* Go forth and enter ye 
into the city of Jericho wes: of Jordan, 
and be ye careful to find out how the land 
lieth, so ye ean straightway return and 
tell us." Now it came to pass after he had 
said these things, that they went forth and 
entered into the city, and they said one to 
another, ** He that hath eves to see, let 
him see,” and it was so. Now when thay 
had multitudinously ssen they said, '* Go 
to. Let us hav some fun." And it came 
to pass asthey spake these things a certain 
woman, whose name was Rshab, a keeper 
of a dive, lifted up her voice and said, 
‘*Tiook ye no farther, I hav the best 
dive, and the best selestion that dwell in 
the city. Ye are welcome. The last shall 
be first. What say ye?" And they walked 
in. Now straightway it was told the king 
of Jericho, saying, ‘‘ Behold there came 
two mon in hither to search the city, aud 
are even now at this time carousing at 
Rahab's dive,” Then svake the king to 
his people saying, ‘We cannot suffer 
Israelites to enjoy our chief plase of 
amusement." And they arose with one 
accord and covered the distance. But 
Rahab seeing them afar off, saith to the 
spies, *' Get thee to the house-top, that I 
may cover thee with flax, lest they make 
thee prisoners and stone thee to death, 
for behold the king seeketh thee even now.” 
And they did according as- Rahab ordered 
them.  ''Howbeit," saith Rahab, ‘‘ this 
event shall be a by-word even to the end 
of time.” And it was so, even to this day. 
The king marveled greatly, and saith to 
the soldiers, ‘*These men hav absquatu- 
lated I believe for a surety. Rahab is the 
cutest woman in the city. She hath the 
greatest dive on earth in which to hide ” 
And they with one accord vacated. Then 
went forth Rahab and saith to the spies, 
“I know of a truth that ye are *toot- 
ers,’ and that the king is fooled for once. 
They hav departed. Now, therefore, thou 
hast had thy fuu to thy heart's content; 
get thee up that I may let thee down the 
outer wall that thou mayest go home to 
Joshua, the son of Nun, aud report thy 
findings. Thou wilt surely tell him how 
well we did receive and entertain thee, and 
that we will still be doing business at the 
old stand when he'cometh to take the 
city.” 

Now therefore know yenot that as soon as 
the spies returned Joshua, the son of Nnn, 
was made glad even to rending his cloth- 
ing in pieces, and straightway he cried 
out with a loud voice, saying to the centu- 
rions and soldiers, ‘‘Get thee in readi- 
ness for the onslaught and especially, O 
Gideon, get thy ram’s horns in tune, for 
much dependeth on the band-master.”’ 

Then cried out Joshua again, saying, 
‘Go to. I hav had a message from the 
greatest of all ‘virgin despoilers,’ saying 
‘Go thou and march thee around the high 
walls of the city once each day for six and 
the seventh day seven times shalt thou 
march sround if, and the last round shalt 
be called the home-stretoh, and thou shalt 
withal hav Gideon the band-master and 
his band to continuously play whilst thou 
marchest and the last and home-stretch- 
round thou shalt hav them blow one long,. 
loud, and continuous blast even to the ex- 
tent that no other horn would tolerate, 
and thou shalt see the strength and power 
and wisdom of thy God. Thou shalt see 
that he is indeed a virgin destroyer as well 
as a despoiler. Thou shalt see the walls 
fall fiat, and thou shalt see both old and 
young and little babes destroyed off the 
face of the earth forever." And it was so, 
Selah! Zn a horn. 

MORAL. 

Any man who says that he implicitly be- 
leives the narration that has here been 
considered (Joshua i, 11, ete.), and that 
the deeds there narrated were rightaous 
and that justice was perfectly done to all 
parties concerned, is either crazy, a hyp- 
ocrit, or a natural fool. Z, O, Denney, 
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@hildren’s (Serner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


A Sermon in Rhyme. 


If you hav a friend worth loving, 
Love him. Yes, and let him know 
That you love him, ere life's evening 
Tinge his brow with sunset glow, 
Why should good words ne'er be said 

Of a Jriend— till he is dead? 


If vou hear a song that thrills you, 
Sung by snv child of song. 
Praise it. Do not let the singer 
Wait deserved praises long. 
Why should one who thrills your heart 
Lack the joy you may impart? 


If you see the hot tears falling 
From & brother’s weeping eyes, 
Share them. And by kindly sharing 
Own your kinship with the skies. 

Why should anyone be glad 
When a brother’s heart is sad? 


Tf asilvery laugh goes rippling 
Through tbe sunshine on his face, 
Share it. 'Tis the wise man’s saying— 
For both joy and grief a place. 
"There's health and goodness in the mirth 
In which an honest laugh has birth. 


If your work is made more easy 
By a friendly, helping hand, 

Say so. Speak out brave and truly, 
Ere the darkness veil the land. 

Should a brother workman dear 

Falter for a word of cheer? 


Scatter thus your seeds of kindness, 
All enriching as you go— 
Leave them. Trust the Harvest Giver, 
Nature makes good seed to grow, 
So, until its happy end, 
Your life shall never lack a friend. 
p= 


A Letter and Its Answer. 
** RLL FOR JESUS.” 


WARRENVILLE, Conn., June 27, 1895. 

Miss 8. H. Wixon—My Friend : Some 
time since I received a copy of Tar 
TRUTH SEEKER, and my heart was made to 
sorrow to see such a paper. I did not 
know there could be such a bad paper, 
though, years ago, a young gentleman 
friend said to me, ‘‘ There is something in 
a paper uncle takes which I wish you would 
see.” I said, ‘‘ Well, bring it over." He 
said, ‘‘ No, it is Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and 
I would not insult you by bringing such a 
paper into your house.” Now that I hav 
seen one (the first one, and, I trust, the 
last), I don’t wonder he would not insult 
me by bringing it here. If any one who 
is acquainted with meshould send meruch 
a paper, I should consider it an insult. IT 
looked in the children’s department, and 
there saw your name. As I saw it, it came 
to me to write to you, a8 I often do to 
strangers, and beg of you to seek truth 
where alone it can be found, viz., in the 
Bible. the word of God. I beg of you to 
**T;ook to Jesus and be saved," ete.* * * * 
I beg you to stop and think what you are 
doing. Think of the time when you shall 
stand before God to giv an account of your 
doings, eto. If you will think of 
these things, I am sure you will feel you 
need the pardon Christ alone can giv, etc. 
eG Tn the paper sent me I saw, too, & 
letter from a boy of fourteen— Charles C. 
Carlton—who said, *''Christians didn't 
bother them any more, as they found 
they couldn't convert them." Poor boy, 
Iam s0 sorry for him, etc. * A few 
days ago I met a stranger, who, on read-. 
ing the heading of a tract I had given him, 
which read, ‘f Stop, poor sinner, Jesus 
loves you," said to me: ** All very good if 
one can believe it, but I can’t; I'm an In- 
fidel. I was brought up to love God and 
honor him, but twelve years ago I ran 
away from home, and have drifted away 
from a)l good,” ete. * * * Is itso with 
you, my sister? Did your dear mother 
teach you to kneel by her side and offer 
your evening prayer? etc. * ^" -* It will 
be a terrible thing to die and not be a 
Christian; terrible, indeed, to die a Christ- 
less death, to be laid in a Christless grave. 
Turn to him, ete. ‘ 


DELIA A. GirForD. 


The editor of the Children’s Corner is 
frequently in receipt of leters of similar 
import to the one published above. She 
usually drops them into the waste-basket 
without comment, having little time at 


*Mra. Gifford’s letter covers six closely- 
written pages, and to print it all would be 
a total waste of space. Where ‘‘ete. * * *” 
occurs, the reader will know that some- 
thing has been omitted, and if he has ever 
heard the come-to-Jesus exhortation of an 
excited female, be can imagin what that 
something is.—Ep, T. S. 


watch and ward against Christian thieves, 


anywhere, and everywhere, even in the 


the young women mardered, not long 
sincs, in a church in California. 


saving these miserable sinners, before lay- 
irg siege to those whose daily lives are 
doubts in the minds of many Biblical stu- 


his prototype being found in more ancient 
religions. 


THE TRUTH 
her disposal to bestow upon stich miisivs. 
The evident sinéerity of the writer of the 
above letter leads her to reply through the 
channel of this department. 

Mrs. Giftord appears to be in earnest, 
just as anyone believing the diabolical 
doctrins she professes, ought to be. The 
wonder is that all professing belief in 
eternal punishment are not às sinéere in 
endeavors to Save from ‘‘the wrath to 
come." How anyone believing such hor- 
rible and barbarous teachings can ever 
smile or be happy is beyond compre- 
hension. It was hardly courteous to re- 
flect upon so able a paper as THE TRUTH 
SEEKER in the way that Mrs. Gifford has 
done. 1f it is an insult to receive papers 
whose doctrias we do not accept, then the 
editor of the Corner is frequently insulted 
by having forced upon her a*tention such 
papers as King’s Messenger, and other 
religious sheets, to say nothing of re- 
ligious tracts. Mrs. Gifford declares 
truth can be found nowhere but in the 
Bible. She surely cannot mean this, for 
truth is everywhere, and the Bible con- 
tains many proven false statements. 

Does our friend believe the earth was 
made and completed in six days? Scholars 
will tell her it has been millions of years 
in process of formation, and is not finished 
yet. Does she believe the earth is flat? 
That is the teaching of the Bible, but we 
know it is a globe, round and not flat. 
Doesshe believe the sun stood still at com- 
mand of Joshua that he might hav more 
daylight to slay his enemies? In respect 
to the earth, any schoolboy will tell us 
that the sun always stands still, and it is 
the earth that revolves around the sun. 
Does she take all the silly, improbable, 
ignorant falsehoods that are found scat- 
tered along the pages of **Holy Writ,” 
from Genesis to Revelation, as absolute 
truth? Mrs. Gifford begs me to '*look to 
Jesus,” and get saved. Saved from what? 
If she will look into our prisons she will 
find them filled, not by Liberals and In- 
fidels, but by professed followers of Jesus, 
and people are obliged to keep constant 


swindlers, adulterers, and murderers, who 
do not hesitate to do their dreadful work 


very church edifice itself, as-in the case of 


One 
would think there is work enough to do in 


steadfast, moral, and upright. 
Rejecting Christ! There are grave 


dents whether such a being ever existed, 


Nothing was written concern- 
ing him till after he had been dead a half 
century or so, and no history of his time 
alludes to him, except Josephus in one 
slight passage which is believed to bean 
interpolation. 

He himself, according to scripture, wrote 
nothing, except on one occasion, when he 
wrote upon the sand, and he never went to 
ehureh but once, and then he went with a 
horsewhip. It is not for me to say that he 
would not take the same implement of 
punishment slong were he to go to church 
to-day. The editor of the Corner does noth- 
ing knowingly for which she should ask 
pardon. Her doings are open and above- 
board. She is conscientiously doing as 
nearly right as she knows, and cannot tell 
what in her conduct requires forgivness. 

That which Charley Carlton wrote is ob- 
viously true, and itis therefore in evidence 
that professing people do not believe the 
cruel dogmas they teach. 

In regard to ‘‘ drifting from all good,” 
it matters little what people think, so long 
as men and women do not so drift. It is 
the conduct by which we judge 

Our acts our angels are, if good; if ill, 

The fatal shadows that walk by us still. 

Perhaps Mrs. Gifford will giv the name 
and address of the young man who 
“drifted,” and inquiry will be made into 
the ease. Itis not common to find prođi- 
gal sons among true Liberals—they are 
generally on the other side. 

One word in regard to the mother of the 
editor of this Corner. She was a noble 
woman. She taught her children to liv 
true, bonorable, and eleanly lives; to be 
honest and truthful; to avoid evil and 

wrong-doing; to be good, pure, and true 


SEEKER. 


in every sense of these sweet words. She 
did not warp their minds by false teach- 
ings, nor did she bias them in any direc- 
tion save that of goodness. She contrasted 
the false and true, and let their judgment 
decide which was the better. She taught 
them without prejudice, and with à leau- 
ing only towatd the right. She taught 
them to fearlessly follow truth where'er 
it leads the way, to be kind, gentle, toler- 
ant, and to owe no one anything but love 
and good-will. Did Mrs. Gifford's mother 
do better than that? 

Mrs. Gifford thinks it a tetrible thing to 
die and not be a Christian. It is not 8o, 
my friend. You dre mistáken. Sensible 
people are never afraid to die. It is as 
natural to die as to be born. Itis in the 
wise ordering of nature, and, ss others 
died to make room for us, so we shall die 
to make a place for those who are to come. 
It has been the privilege of the editor of 
this Corner to stand by the bedside of dy- 
ing persons who had not a belief such as 
Mrs. Gifford indieates as hers, and they 
passed away as calmly and sweetly as a 
babe at rest upon its mother’s bosom, 
without a particle of fear or trouble as to 
the future. It has been her privilege, 
also, to éonduet the funeral exercises of 
such by their particular request, they 
making all arrangements fot their depart- 
ure as calmly as thotigh preparing for a 
pleasant visit to relativsand friends, 

The fear, my friend, is with those who 
believe the monstrous and inhuman doc- 
trin of a ‘‘ loving heavenly father " capable 
of punishing his children forever and 
holding them in a lake of fire and brim- 
stone, solely becsuse they could not hon- 
estly say **I believe that Jesus died for 
me," and they would not be hypocrits, 

In eonelusion, we thank the unknown, 
but well-meaning lady for her interest in 
our welfare. We would assure her that 
our soul is in good condition. It is all 
right, but we take her words in the spirit 
they are given, and shall cherish no enmity 
against her. Religion is a matter of edu- 
eation, training, and geography. In India 
our friend would hav believed in the relig- 
ion of the Brahmans. In China she would 
hav been a follower of Confucius. In 
Persia she would reverence the teachings 
of Zoroaster. In Arabia she would hav 
worshiped at the feet of Mohammed. 
Brought up and ‘educated in & Catholic 
country, she would hav been a devout Ro- 
man Catholic. Having been taught by 
Protestant Christians, naturally she has 
imbibed their teachings. Christianity is a 


small part of the entire religious popula- 


tion of the globe, and if only Christians 
ean be ‘‘saved,” to use the popular ver- 
nacular, what an immense number of the 
world’s population will be ‘‘ lost!’ 

Now, this sister, who exhibits such 
kindly feeling, is, in our opinion, very 
much in the dark. We would like to see 
her converted to truth, and therefore take 
the same liberty with her as sbe has taken 
with us. She has much to learn, and 
shonld hav read, not simply one side of a 
question, but both sides, before deciding. 
She should read, not with the eye of faith 
and prejudice, but with the clear, open, 
honest vision of candor, reason, and com- 
mon sense. Read Volney's **Ruins," D'Hol- 
bach’s ** System of Nature," the ** Letters 
to Eugenia," Paine's *Age of Reason,” 
Graves’s ''Sixteen Crucified Saviors,” 
and, for diversion, perhaps, the ** Crimes 
of Preachers.” It would be well to diver- 
sify her reading with some modern geo- 
logical works, showing how the world was 
made, Proctor’s Astronomical series, etc. 
It is not her fault maybe, but anyone can 
see that Mrs. Giftord is behind in her 
reading, and hay not been in the habit 
of reasoning about the topics upon which 
she dilates. A little more study, a little 
more reason and exercise of judgment, 
and Mrs. Giftord will come out of the dark 
into the light of truth and understanding. 
With best wishes for a speedy conversion 
to truth asitisin reality, we remain, the 
friend of humanity, Ep. C. C. 
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My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to repair, 
clovely regulate and re.urn watches 2d or 8d 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butchered instead of restored Many 
are now making money but many more can make 
money easv by 8ending me the work of their 
friends and neighbor:. A 
send for price lists of Watc 
elry, Silver-ware, eto. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Sporn, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 
Established 1857. RPCHELLE, ILL. 


LEHEOEEE TE A 4 
Y You will ride 
a Bicycle 


Of course you will ride. Allthe 
ay world will—fashion, pleasure, 
business — men, 
women, children, 
It takes a while 
sometimes for the 
world to recog- 
nize its privileges; 
but when it does 
it adapts itself 
promptly. There- 
fore, you whoare 
in the world will 
tide a bicycle—a 


ply for terms, also 
es, Diamonds, Jew- 


- 


cee dr «" «^ «- «^ «^ « 


Columbia will content you. 
Columbias, $100; Hartfords, 
$80 $60; for boys and girls, $50. 


4 POPE MFG. C0., Hartford, Conn. 


eK 


Boston, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Providence, Buffalo. 


eK 


A Oatalogue—comprohensive, beautiful—at any 
agoncy freo, or by mail for two2-cent stamps. The 
book tells of all thenew Columbias and Hartfords 
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Cheap Tracts. for Distribution to Ble tor Abels. hares Beaten a 5 | eM RTT RR t RR j 


Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as "Eye-openers," in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in ptice that thousands of gen- 
erous. hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Beut, 
post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 

sistenoy of Christians Generally. H. Clay 
AOE ESSEE T TTET 10 

Astro-rheology. L.L Dawson, Showing the 

story of Christ in the New Testament to 

be but an Alleg>rical representation of 

the sun’s course through the different 
zodiaeal signs...........c eese 5 
Apostles of Christ. Austin Holyoake.. 5 

The pals Qod Disproved by Nature. W. E. 


poa Biblo: and the e CB ide olds iere 
Tae Book of Esther. A Sp-cimen of What 
Passes as the Inspired Word of God..... 5 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. v. Max Muller. .. 5 
Constantine the Great, Portraying the Ini- 
quity of the First Ohristian Emperor. 
S. H. Preston......... ce nee e een ee 3 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
This is the statute under which Mr. 
. Wise is now indict.d for send ng a 
verse rrom ihe Bible through the mail.) , 
Rave Sercrbeo ecesahussi sed 0 
Cruelty and *Gredulity of the Human Race. 


Dr DanielArter............... coe 2 
Christianity a Borrowed `ystem. Bennett. 2 
Obrissanity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Civilization. Charles Watts ... ....... 5 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts —— ...... 2 


The Ohristiau Faith. 20) Questions Without 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Christian Missionary aad & Chinese 


Mandarin 2 
The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. OC. Watts. 2 
The Onurch and Educa.ioa. Anti-Je uit. b 
The Conr: and Freethought. Franklin 


ein 
Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shali the Mails 
be Stop pped on Sunday?) By the Editor 
of The Truth Seeker................ ess 3 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi 
d Putnam 


Doru John Syphers. dn deed aan edi ee 
Daniel ın the Lion's Den. D. M. Bennett. 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 

Austin Holyoake 
Decadence -f Christianity.. .......... 
The Decline of Faith. J a Remsburg.. 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Wat 
Does there Exist a Moral .overnor of the 

niverse? An- tin Hol oake 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 

Sincere Christian. 
The Ethics or Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 
Evolution Teaches Neither Atheism nor Ma- 

terialism. H.S Brigham 
Rvolutio» ot Israel's God. x L Hawson MS 
Essays on Miracles. 

Father, Son, aad Hoty Ghost, T rÉ Longshore 
The Fear of Death . M. Bennett. 
Foundations. John Sy 
Free Speech and Free 


Jg 
g 
4 
S. 
a 
m 


ers. . 
speech ress. 
Few Words bout the Devil. Chas. Bradiaugh 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas. Warte 
The Frais of Christianity. Annie Besans... 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann.. 
The Gospl of Christiauity and the Gospel of 


rgo MNNOO 


Freethought. AnnieBssant ......... 2 

Has Man a Soal? Charles Pradledga S 63a ar 8 
Heaven and BeN: Where Situated? Austin 

OiYUBKO enn ee 3 


VAR 
Hereditar, y "L'ransmiaalon, Tijustrations of a 
Occurrence. Prof. Louis E sberg.. E] 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh 3 
If You Take Away Mv Religion What Wili You 
Give Mein Its Ste d . Martin, M. p E] 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson... 30 
Infidelity. H. W. Beechber...................ss. 1 
Jufidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... b 
Ingersoll Oatechised. Wi h 
Poem on, Robert Burns................... 
Ingersolion McGlynn ..,........... 
The Ills We Endureg' Their Cause and Quro 
D. Benne:t. .. ax 
Is the Bible Indictable? Annie Besant...... 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden 
Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh 
Laud Question. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake. 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling th t 
of Jesus Ohrist..... 6. cece eee eee eee cseeee 5 
Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
Fear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake 
The Logic of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougat. G. J. Holyoake ... 8 
Meus Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 


DAUB Braise cat eine ce ei leckess (Cit bak eee 5 
Liberty and Morality. Moneure D Conway. 2 
‘'he Liberty of Printing Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 3 
Literature of the Insane. F.H Marvin, .D. 
“Manna.” Orthodox Des riptions of How 
People are off in Hell...................... 1 
Materialism ani Orme. BF Underwood.. 5 
Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts 3 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of Re- 
vival Doctrine. .......c cee cee eee enne 
Natural Religion WR. Revealed Religion. An- 
nie Besaut. ssi . ...... l.l eee 
New Life of Ab-aham, Charles Bradlaugh.. 
New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh 
New Life of Jacob. Charles Bra :laugn 
New Life of Jonah. Ohas. Bradlaugh. 
New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaug 
The New Faith. J.L Stodd 
The New Age , W. 8 Bell 
The Old Hengions andthe New. W.S. Bell.. 
On Etern.l Torture. Annie Besant........... 


On the Reli; 
Annie 3esant. » ritten did her 

Transition from Christianity.. 2 
Open Dottor g ee Old Friends the Quakers. 


gether ini 
Our Lord and Savior 
Shore. 


A pioeorh of the J ish J Shovah ; a8 desoribod 
by the Bible. Per dozen.................. 10 


tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 
Protestant Persecutions William Cobpett.. 
Tho slaty for Bible Worshipers um 
ligio: 


The Religio. of f Humanity De Better A cs E 
unishment, Babcock 
Religion of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 
Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 
* Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the Hditor of 
The Truth Seeker......................... 
Revivalism Examined. A. G. Humphrev..... 
A Remarkable Book a Heview of Greg’ 
Ero d of Christendom. H. W. Douglas 
n Canadian cig eta Was tabu UNE E a eR 
The Sate Side. HB Brown ...... 
Science and Bible Antagonistic. Ch 
Secular Prayer. Austin Hol oake. 
Soonlar Responsibility. olyoake...... 
he Stage and the Pu ut Robt G Ingersoll. 
Suportition pisplaye Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 
» ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 1 
Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 
Jasper’s Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 
Talk Wit th, the Four Evangelists. E Wood- 
Thoubbis p Atheism. Oan Man by Search- 
ing Find out God. Austin Holvoake.. 8 
The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 10 
The True Basis of Morality. Annie Besant.. 2 
The Trath of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 
B eply to some of the Suaday-school 
tories About Hi n.) P see c] 
Two Short Sermons. Rev. Theologicus....... 1 
Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh 
Were Adam and Eve O 
Charles Bradlaugh................-.....-- 3 
8 


abe Di is the ique ES 
Wonders of Prayer. D M Benne't.......... 1 
Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 
WasChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 
This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought, Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and &ppeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as gonvincing. 


Price, cloth, &1. 
THE "TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. . 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pam hlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 


the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and l'erritories and in Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa. 
Groups. 80, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
som parisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arimments tobe found. the figures. ein 
lerived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not besuperseded untilthe census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 

.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so long 
as the injustice 9 of church exemption is suffere 
10 axis 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
esductions are made: 


Len copies. - E . - $1.00 
Fifty copies, - . - - 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - - - 8.00 
Largor quantities at special rates. 

dress THE TRU SEEKER. New York 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauer's Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide." 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


E 
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1 


three times as many portraits. 


investment. 


tet AAT Vtt o t TT 


TIT 


T 


organized force. 


e of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. i 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York.  : 


Sess AU Te EUM TOUTED CS 


book. 


B Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. 
With. The Truth Seeker for One. Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


PRADA Ow 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed : 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly [ 
Such was the case, however. - 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine | 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have! 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact) 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and. 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages, 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such & bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four HuxpRED Yzans or Fon 
THOUGHT, ib covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free. 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches of ihe lives 


1492] Columbus foIngersoll 1892 4 
400 Years 


OF 


E O 


i 


$5. 
$6.50. 


They did not 


inl 


Well, the. 


It 
It is a world book and a home | 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argumeut, for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THR TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


new edition of that splendid rose poem 
HS fife ” by "ihe prince of orators,” Col. Án. G 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or Placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
caerounded: by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, '* one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who, now, as far as we 
know, stands esate in the living world.” It will 
make & delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
poveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


Address 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 
Never Before or Kiew hore so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Fortn. 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PBIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
?-Lafavette place. New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti?! ongs o 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and > nerpoets 
and sing them in jour homes, makiig aem hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A copy -G'sen oloth, 

Bilt title, 40 cents: half bound, 25 3 <.8. 
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Gems of 


Every right action and true thought 
sets the seal of its beauty on person and 
face.—Ruskin, 


Ir grand celebrations like those at Kiel 
had to be paid for by the great men who 
enjoy the fun and the champagne there 
would be fewer royal flutters of that kind. 
— Galveston News. 


Ir must be remembered that a man 
may apparently hav all sooiety against 
bim and yet be engaged in a work which 
will certainly and thoroughly revolution- 
ize its opinions and its habits.— Dr. J. G. 
Holland. 


Tue most cultivated minds are usually 
the most patient, most clear, most ration- 
ally progressiv, most studious of accuracy 
in details, because not impatiently shut up 
within them, as absolutely limiting the 
view, but quietly contemplating them from 
without in their relation to the whole. ' ' ' 
This adaptation to the humblest wants is 
the peculiar triumph of the highest spirit 
of knowledge.—James Martineau. 


VOLTAIRE was annoyed by the meaner 
and baser spirits of his time, by the cring- 
ers and crawlers, by the fawners and pre- 
tenders, by those who wished to gain the 
favor of priests, the patronage of nobles. 
Sometimes he allowed himself to be. an- 
noyed by these wretches; sometimes he 
attacked them. And, but for those attacks, 
long ago they would hav been forgotten. 
In the amber of his genius Voltaire pre- 
served these insects, these tarantulas, 
these scorpions.—Jngersoll, 


Recoanizze the fact that incorporated 
masses of men grow, and acquire their 
structural characters through modification 
upon modification, and there are excluded 
those antithetical errors that humanity re- 
mains the same, and that humanity is 
‘readily alterable; and along with exclu- 
sion of these errors comes admission of 
the truth, that causes like those which hav 
brought social arrangements to a form so 
different from past forms, will in future 
earry them on to forms as different from 
those now existing. — Herbert Spencer. 


STRANGER, if thou hast learned a truth 
which needs 
No sehool of long experience, that the 


— 7 


world 
Is full of guilt and misery, and hast seen 
Enough of all its sorrows, crimes, and 
cares 
To tire thee of it, enter this wild wood 
. And view the haunts of nature. The calm 


shade 
Shall bring a kindred calm, and the sweet 


breeze 
Tur makes the green dance, shall waft a 
alm 
To thy sick heart. —JBryant. 


IT is over and over again in history the 
most elearly taught of all lessons that no 
quarrels are 80 bitter as antagonisms grow- 
ing out of religious prejudices and race 
hatreds. It was for this reason, among 
other excellent political ones, that the 
framers of the American organic law pro- 
nounced against any combination of church 


and state, and declared for absolute relig- [ 


ious freedom and equality in this country. 
Men or communities, on either side, who 
are agitating such issues and dragging 
them into politics are utterly un-American 
in spirit. A constitution would be but 
waste paper to them had they the power to 
dispose of it.—Houston (Texas) Post. 


Tur smoke from the burning censors of 
stupid adoration in the Sistine chapel has 
well nigh obliterated the great outlines of 
Angelo’s figures in the ceiling. So much of 
the unreasoning and uncritical adoration 
of George Washington in the years past has 
smirched and bedimmed his manly out- 
lines. ‘*Can’t you take Washington down 
alittle? You hav set him too high,” said 
Carlyle to an American. Nothing has done 
so much tc set Washington down lower 
than where he belongs than the foolish at- 
‘tempt to set him higher than where he 
belongs, With him, as with the other great 
children of men, let us say, ‘‘ Away with 
myth and fable; truth and reality are more 
wonderful and more beautiful.— Unity. 


Tru ‘* people” who exercise the power 
are not always the same people with those 
over whom it is exercised, and the ** self- 
government” spoken of is not the govern- 
ment of each by himself, but of each by 
all the rest. The will of the people, more- 
over, practically means the will of the 
most numerous or the most activ part of 
the people—the majority, or those who 
succeed in making themselvs accepted as 
the majority. The people consequently 
may desire to oppress a part of their 
number, and precautions are as much 
needed against this as against any other 
abuse of power. The limitation, therefore, 
of the power of government over indi- 
viduals loses none of its importance when 
the holders of power are regularly ac- 
eountable to the community—that is, to 
the strongest party therein, — JoAn Stuart 
Mill, 


Rowghe. | Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices, 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. ^ 
Christiau who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


genera C Luse. f 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
zad Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 
ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? IstheGardenof Eden 
& Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture b 
Frederio R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 
FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE|: 


APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
` Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Gontaming the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
ress at Chicago. One of Otto Wetiste n's 

Fraternal attacks on aR 
THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added & poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, "* What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. _ 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION 

. Adiscussion between Col Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nmeteenth Century 
Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains ihis, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. . 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the EW H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 

tbat man has always made his Gods. They 

exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 

This pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration 

of what kind of a God man should make. 

Samuel P, Pu 


Reply toa i 


on the famous text, “The Olergy know that I 
know that they do not know." : 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 

IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

; PROCEEDING s OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 

l MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 

! WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 

| of Hon. FREDERIOK DougLass and CoL. RoB- 

| ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 

United Sta es Court that the Civil Rights Act 

is Unconstitutional. fifty-three large octavo 

pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

! PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Hel-n Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn's best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. g 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock's comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd'combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evience o" the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se:gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Conventa 


are inimical to chastity. virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B, F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
cénturies for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection. with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON YOL. 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lif. of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe», George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. : 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A l«wyer's consideration of the 
evideuce of that alleged event. — . 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's alleged acts whioh would lead one 
ta that conclusion. LK Washburn. 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nam. 
Tre title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putuam’s many poems, and & great 
many editions of it hav^ been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
and the Real. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 

| fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


i 


Torture 


inam. 7 searchers. 
ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. The aublecss considered are: Or- 
odox Religion Dying Out, Religious Dea 
and Births, The Religion of Reciprocity. Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins, iratiou, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pions 
Evasions, “ No Bible, No Civilization;” Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, F ter- 
nal Punishment, Some who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


Dis- ; 


RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman’s 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 
Upou H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman'8 Friend. Freethought the 
Beuefactorof Woman. usan H. Wixon 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A leot- 


ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage As- 
socia'ion of Denver, Ool., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH REREKER. CO.. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT 


STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


it will 


It will 
Corner 
Make You 
the 
Laugh, Parson, 
By WATSON HESTON. 

The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full-P: 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticit, of the An) Pages. 200 u : ago 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures, 

CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloodv Joshua, 


Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family " 

Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, . . i 

Balaam the Diviner, 


The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Bisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

arida God's Favorite, ce 

ome Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, i 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated: covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city, 


In the nature of things, 
SAYA 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


` Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
“Voltaire” and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


« Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Iwezssorr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln— said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by IxarnsoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bv OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS, 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Prios, paper, 25 oents: cloth: 75 cents, 


Avaust 31, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Jot for Parsons. 


Minister (in his sermon): ‘*The Lord 
reigns.” Deacon (waking up): ‘‘And my 
thunderin’ old umberill is at home!” 


Nsw Minister: ‘I saw you going into 
a saloon yesterday, Mr. DeGood.” Mr. 
DeGood: ‘Yes; my wife was off to a 
church society meeting, and I dropped in 
there for something to eat.”—New York 
Weekly. 


LrrrnEg Brnny had been trained to wait 
until served, and not to ask for his dinner. 
The other day, visitors being present, Billy 
was overlooked. Presently he asked, 
“Mamma, when little boys starve to 
death, do they go to heaven?” 


Ir that New Jersey lightning had played 
its pranks with a theater or a concert-hall, 
instead of a church, how many morals 
would hav been drawn from it for the 
benefit of those who frequent ‘‘ worldly 
amusements”!—New York Tribune. 


“Anp now," shouted the exhorter, 
** what is to be done when a man is rush- 
ing headlong, with lightning speed, along 
the road to destruction —' Deacon Jones 
(between snores): ‘* Reduce—size o° yer— 
sprocket! She's too high gearl"—Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer. 


A OLERGYMAN of the Baptist persuasion, 
holding forth in a Texas town, recently 
commenced: his discourse thusly: '*My 
dear friends: I want to talk to you about 
the infinit power of the almighty. He 
created a mighty ocean—and he created 
a pebble. He created the solar system— 
and he created the world—and he created 
a grain of sand. My friends, he created 
me! and he created—a daisy.” 


Tar barber shops are closed in Brooklyn 
to-day, and the soda fountains are forbid 
den to playin New York. Now, if we can 
hav the street cars stopped, the **L" trains 
suspended, and the holes in the slot ma- 
chines stuffad up, we may get back to 
somewhere near the standard of the good 
old New England days, when the Yankee 
farmer used to throw his cider barre] out 
of the cellar if he caught it working on 
Sunday.— The New York Recarder, Sun- 
day, July 14, 1895. 


“I wounpN'r be such a heathen as you 
are, John," said his wife as she stood in 
. the doorway dressed for church. *''You 
could go with me very well if you wanted 
to.” “How can I?” he half tobbed. 
“There’s the wood to be split, and the 
coal to be shoveled over to the other side 


of the cellar, and no dishes washed for. 


dinner yet.” “Ah, I didn't think of that,” 
she murmured, thoughtfully, and giving 
her new cloak a fresh hitch aft, sailed out 
alone. 


Pat was on his way to church, and on 
the road met the priest. ‘*Good morning, 
Pat.” '*Good morning, yer reverince." 
** Where are you going?" **'T'o mass, sor." 
** Well, Pat, what is the meaning of mass?" 
Now Pat did not know, but he was bound 
not to let the priest find it out. *''The 
loikes of you asking the loikes of me the 
maning of mass!" *'Now, Pat, tell me, 
anyway." “I don't hke to tell you." 
‘But suppose a Protestant should ask 
you?” “Oh, I could easily tell him." 
** Well, I will be a Protestant'and meet 
you at the next corner." So the priest 
walked away and met Pat at the next cor- 
ner. ‘‘Good morning, Pat," ‘‘Good 
morning, yer honor.” ‘* Where are you 
going?" ‘*To mass, sor." '* What does 
mass mean?" ‘‘ Well, if you're a Protest- 
ant, it's none of your business."— New 
York Advertiser. 


By a telegram from Macon, Ga., lovers 
of **civil and religious liberty" may learn 
that fortv citizens of tha: place hav been 
arrested for the crime of selling dry goods, 
groceries, meat, and bread on the day of 
the week that some of their fellow men hav 
corrected God by declaring **holy." In 
Tennessee a little while ago a considerable 
number of persons guilty of the same of- 
fense were working in the public street 
each with a ball-and-chain attached to hia 
mortal part. For anything that I know to 
the contrary they are still so working. 
Wherefore, my brethren in the faith, let 
us inflate our American lungs with holy at- 
mosphere from some contiguous church 
and thank God right stentoriously that in 
this favored land religious persecution is 
unknown—though the wicked must, of 
course, obey the laws. Is it not so, Parson 
"Whackbible? Is that not about the truth 
- of the matter, Father Belly worship? And 
-you, Sister Primpiety, your soul in curl- 
ipapers against the Second Coming, hav I 
mot rightly outlined the situation? O 
brute bigots, hearted tigerly all and mind- 
‘ed madwise, if you but had the power that 
you forego for the happiness of hating one 
‘another worse than you hate us, how you 
would make us all smoke! — Ambrose 
Bierce, in San Francisco Examiner, 


Price, LO Cents. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
lssuxs or 1891.— $3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...................-- $0 25 
Men, Women, and & 


GOMER DP TE 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 


ods. 


2 
25 
> - 5 e 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire.. 10 
TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrate 4e 
Babbath Breaking John E. Bemsburg..... . 25 
Travels in, Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
. 8on. Robert O. Adams .................. 25 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller............ 25 
y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- " 
no MEME 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology and R 
igion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 
Issums oF 1893.— $3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- M 
Od .conisone ie se p lefes iiie E eere 
Was Christ Orucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 
... demet ...... ecalerkeRo neve rv eres re se 1D 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg............ 25 
Disclosures of Maria Monk.:.......... 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire.............-;.-;- 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- fe 

pni AMD THER E 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 

itman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. hard A 

Proctor............... ee errr e uu IR 15 
Oandle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. "m 
The Holy Bible Abridged.......... (E 80 
False Oiaims of the Ohuroh. John E. 

Bemsburg.................. een. 10 

Issues or 1898.—$8. 
Thomas. Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
Ingersoll SERES NN MR ... 15 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Har 
. mànn........ ee "HRETCETMT eet 8v .... 50 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ............................ 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.............. sese 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligiona Lie. S.P.Putnam............. 2 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of . 

THE TRUTH SEERER............. e 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

John E. Remsburg...................... 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Ius- 

trated. S.P. Putnam.......... creates 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine..... .... see 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 5 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein............ 10 
Bible Inquirer. A.Jaoobson................ 25 
Bister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of É 

ewhall Oonvent................... ss 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
H. Wixon............... e ET OM 
Issues or 1894.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr 15 
Church Property: Should It be Exempt 

drom Taxation? Reasons Why It Should T 
` DIET EAE nO TP 5 
Ken ress and Sunday Laws .............. see 5 

he Better World. A dip into the futur 

of mankind on éarth. Dr. E. B. South- 

wick.....s 2... prteoseeieephneqette 50 
Ohurch and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 10 
Religion and the Bible. old subject in 

he light of modern thought. F.D. 

Vara ORE eet er age IS 50 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

. illustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 

L. G. Reed.........................--.-. — 15 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 

marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 

ness. the Christ Principle, etc. , 

B eres ensartskessses paseos no sain vere 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. _ . 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Single numbers soid at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 


` By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam's works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Ohristians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


] WisDOM—THE BOIENCE OF HEALTH, 

Wise men study nature, shun disease 
learn to maintain vigor and regain if 
byre: ihe mostcomplete book of 


| ages 
3 colored charts of vital organs, 200 
1 showing 


"m SS only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address snm 10018 SEENEN, 
28 Lafayette Place New York. 


Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 


By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, = 
For sale at this Office. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
. NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


STATE. 
1 8 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 
H represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 


- 16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


2 The Church Robbing the People. Missionaries. 
3 i Thanksgiving. d The Lord's Instruments. 
6 d Sabbath Laws. Bible Doctrines and Their Results. 
14 5 Children and the Church.. he Church and Slavery. 
10 be Woman and the Church. riests and Politics. 
* The Chareh and Thomas Paine. eland and the Church. 


Ohurch’s Idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. 

Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of tha Chureb. 

Some Allegories, 


id Studies in Natural History. 

= The Bible and Science. 

3 The Ciergy and Their Flocks. 
ix Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 


or 
"30:00 BHM e ao MDD FY Be 
22822588325 9*55 


ICT IET 
2 


by ‘The Lord and His Works. ` Heaven. 
“ Prayer. Hell. 
0 M The Creeds. Miscellaneous 


s Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing likeitha* ever be 
fore appeared iu this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lixe it willever again be p 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit cf putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price 1t world have been a cheap book. Art.st Heston as a portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings, that nearly every Liberal in 
america will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ares do not make up the whole of hisvolume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that pecve first a8 explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
fai- ty of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church thet has ever been put n the 

ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $23 cloth, $2.50. 


Vadlalwoge TW RATER QF RETRY 


| POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


A AOOOUNT OF 
| Vicars of Christ and Vtcegerents of Qod i 
Cloth, 75 cents. 


NO ** BEGINNING;" 
OR. 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or ‘‘ First Cause" of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 
“ This volume discusses the question of & cre- 


ator with such plainness of wording tht even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 


it from so many different directions that it is AN EXTRAORDINARY. OFFER !! 


one of the most comprehensive and conclusive We want 1000 more active agents before @ 
work: on the subject we remember seeing.” —THE r) July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 


and expenses, Lad: or 
Gent, Samples free. 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5208, Boston, Mase. 


099-9 9.069.909. 06000060000 


TRUTH Seeker, July 22, 1898. can be easily made in any locality; our goods 


Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of e 
= l tirely FREE H 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. samples entiraly FEDE and aw $0. ay e 
Paice, $1; POSTPAID. for full articulars, or we pill Send wi 
samea Valuable sample o goo! n 
Addree THE TRUTH SEEKER. Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents in 


il Or st: . Established in 1882. Ad- e 
dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
O., Boston, Mass. 
e 9.0 9.09.9 9.09.9 9.0-9.9-—.09 


———— -—— 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS| [E a aE AL 


| 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools y 
i and the Home. 3 


—With Musio Written to All the Songs.— 
i 


Ne 


CoxPrLED BY L. K. WABHBURN. 


a 


Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. : E NN 
diis 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOR SALE 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm of 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half m'les of Media county seat 
and within four mites of Chester, t'a, on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the place, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 
Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line batween € 
Media and Chester, with less than flve minutes v 


_ charges, 
enki ana Physical Debility 
cele, Mental and Physical Debili 
and who are desirous Of being cured, à 
booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed in s plain envelope, 
N giving causes and symptoms of thecom 
laints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Oute 
«ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo- 
cess, Ad DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 


Bay where you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N. J- 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
N fortwenty years, and his remedies are 
an nutgrowth of this long practice. which shonld 
give confidence to those affliated, 


W: " 

The pl&ce is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern house on it. -Eight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has gold as low 88 that 
since. Several smaller places havesold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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TRUTH SEEKER. 


[Avavsr 31, 1895 


For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. —Mat. xi, 29, 30, 


THE YOKE AND THE BURDEN. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly of heart: 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


A 8HARP earthquake wes felt in Peru on 
August 20th, : 


IT is stated that the United States will 
be asked to arbitrate the difficulties be- 
tween Peru and Bolivia. 


On August 22d railroad property and 
warehouses in Milwaukee were burned, 
entailing a loss of $400,000. 


BrrtisH troops are engaged in an expe- 
dition against the ‘‘revolting” tribes 
around Mombassa, East Africa. 


Tuu striking vestmakers, cloakmakers, 
and upholsterers in New York hav re- 
ceived the increased wages demanded. 


Frano is sacrificing thousands of her 
Soldiers in the attempt to appropriate 
peret. tin They are dying like sheep 
from disease. 


Tse Maryland Populists nominated 
Henry T. Andrew for governor, indorsed 
the Omaha platform, and declared aguinst 
the coinage of silver at 16 to 1. 


Kem Haznpre, the English Socialist lead- 
er, and lately member of Parliament, but 
defeated for reélection, is now in the 
United States on a lecturing tour. 


A vWO-DAYS battle is reported at Mata, 
Cuba, where the insurgents landed an ex- 
pedition almost under the guns of a Span- 
ish warship. Result not known here. 


WHEN we get God into the Constitution 
shall we issue postage stamps in honor of 
the saints? Portugal has just issued one 
in honor of Saint Anthony of Padua. 


In the Ohio Democratic convention Sen- 
ator Brice was in control and the Ohicago 
platform was reaffirmed.  Ex-Governor 
James E. Oampbell was nominated for 
governor. 


A FURNACE in the Carnegie Mills at Pitts- 
burg became clogged with gas and an ex- 
plosion followed, killing eight workmen 
and injuring three others. This was on 
August 20th. 


Li Hune OnaxG's troops mutinied be- 
cause they had not been paid. Afterward 
they attacked shops in Tientsin and killed 
over a hundred persors. So a London 
dispatch says. 


Tue collapse of the Gumry Hotel in 
Denver, caused by the explosion of the 
elevator. boiler, resulted in more than 
twenty deaths, including that of Gen. 
Oharles Adams. 


Ir is now claimed that Captain Samuel 
Morey invented a steamboat which, in 
1793, made a trial trip on the Connecticut 
river, fourteen years before Fulton made 
his experiment on the Hudson. 


AT Sofia, Bulgaria, the editor of the 
Svoboda has been imprisoned for three 
years for publishing an article declaring 
that Prince Ferdinand was morally re- 
sponsible for the murder of Stambuloff. 


Ir is reported that six of the Chinese 
who were concerned in the recent massacre 
of the missionaries hav been convicted of 
murder, and that new arrests are being 
made daily. Four of the murderers hav 
been executed. 


JoszpH Laypren, of Malden, Kanawha 
county, W. Va., is seventy-fonr years of 
age, His wife is fifty-five. On Monday 
Mrs, Layden gave birth to a male child. 
The newcomer is the twenty-eighth child 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Layden. 


In Kentucky, General Hardin, Demo- 
oratic candidate for governor, refuses either 
to harmonize his utterances on silver with 
the state platform or to retire from the 
ticket. Oolonel Bradley, the republican 
nominee, is greatly encouraged by this. 


Aw infernal machine was sent to the 
house of the Rothschilds in Paris on Au- 
gust 24th. It was opened by the confi- 
dential clerk of Baron Alphonse de Roths- 
child, It exploded, tearing out the right 
eye and amputating several fingers of the 
clerk. 


Tur new Home Secretary of England 
has promised to investigate the case of 
Mrs. Florence Maybrick, sentenced to life 
imprisonment some years ago for the al- 
leged murder of her husband, a crime of 
which many people hav never believed her 
guilty. 


Tur veteran Freethinker, John Chap- 
pellsmith, who lived for many years in 
Indiana, died on March 5, 1895, at Shef- 
field, England, of which country he was a 
nativ. The news has been long in reach- 
ing this side. Mr. Ohappellsmith was 
very old. 


Tue Liquor Dealers’ Association of New 
York, to which belong about five-eighths 
of the retail dealers in this city, has con- 
cluded to make no further fight against 
the enforcement of the Sunday excise law, 
but to labor for the enactment of a more 
liberal statute. 


AT Chicago on the night of August 21st 
the roof of the Ooliseum, in process of 
construction, fell in with a tremendous 
crash, ruining the whole structure and en- 
tailing a loss of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. The accident caused no deaths, 
as one shift of 300 men had just gone off 
and the next had not come on. 


In Mexico they are taking to punishing 
duelists. Colonel Romero, who killed 
Verastegui, has been sentenced to three 
years and four months in prison, to pay a 
fine of $1,800, or serve three a:onths more 
in prison, and to pay to Verastegui’s widow 
and children $4,500 per year for eighteen 
years. Also the dead man’s funeral ex- 
penses, 


“Oxe kind of law" was in force in this 
State last Sunday as follows: New York 
city, beer gardens shut tight, barber-shops 
wide open (until 1 p.m.); Brooklyn, beer 
gardens open, barber-shops shut tight; 
Saratoga and Niagara Falls, both wide 
open; Poughkeepsie and Binghamton, 
both shut tight; Albany, Troy, Buffalo, 


Kingston, Rochester, Utica, Auburn, and , 
Oohoes, side doors of saloons open, bar- 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 
Paper, 416 pages, 15 conta. 

Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this jonrnal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
pena for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg’s 
works, 
, American Swendenborg, Printing and Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


Remodeling the Government, 


An earnest essav for radieal reform in our 
mode of government, to which are added bright, 
interesting sketches on Bible temperance, the 
Ohrist "Panel le, morality, religion faith, and 
belief, Gods, Theist, and Atheist andspiritology 

By W. L. WILLIS. 
Well printed in large type on good paper. 
Prick, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Ohristian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the quee is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper, 9€ cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Pocket !neology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo. 
lariaal tarme Prion. $95 canke. 
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bers shut tight; Syracuse, saloons open | MM TIT Tm © mmm e mme 


after 1 p.m., barbers shut tight. 


Ow the editorial page of the New York 
Worid of August 26th three wide columns 
are devoted to an elucidation of the prin- 
ciple of justice—'* What liberty and law 
require of the individual and should secure 
to him ”—consisting of editorial and ex- 
cerpts from the writings of Lalor, Judge 
Story, Blackstone, Kant, Willard, Herbert 
Spencer, B. A. Hinsdale, and H. D. Lloyd. 


Last Sunday in this city the fashionable 
clubs were wide open, and the hotels and 
leading cafés were selling all kinds of 
drinks, while the saloons in the tenement 
districts were tightly closed and a man was 
held for trial for selling five cents’ worth 
of ice to & girl from a tenement house, 
another for selling three cents' worth of 
writing paper to & policeman, and still 
another for showing & policeman, at the 
latter’s earnest solicitation, a pair of rub- 
ber shoes, 


RIGHT LIVING 3 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid:ring from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.09. 


Address THE TRUTH. SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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SOME GOOD THINGS THAT BONAPARTE DID. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them ; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NE W SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FREETHINKER’S Proroniarn, Txxr-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). , 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Priotormt Trxt-Boor. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PIOTOBIAL 
TzxT-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness . tho Church’s 
claim to being a divine and x:ficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has | 85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Heston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The! 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 
This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, tf you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivE DOL- 
LARS'WORTH FOB THREE DOLLARS. 
Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you ean get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
et it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtfal if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the : 
reach of all At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as 8 portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism, He has dedicated his genius to Freethough 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypoorisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book frée 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not nowa 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
E»prron Truru Sezer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Brey. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


(Srbremben 7, 1895 


WITH 
THE 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trurn Suexer one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam's “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
fient Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbns and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itisaradical Historio Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, gocial, industrial, 
and political movement. ft shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Honprep Years or FreeTHoucut” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more Hepiriog o the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 


POPOL 


——— 


For $5 we willsend Taz Taurm Sexe one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru Szzxrs one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taurs SemxER one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
ean help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Truru Sszrxz& one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tse Trura Serxmr one year ($8) and “The Free- 
thinker's Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurs Szzxz& one year ($8) and a copy of “ Old 


glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


OFFER ! 


free, a copy in boards of 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPE CIAL Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE 

* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 

FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


UB 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT,. 


Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tax Trurs Sezer one year ($8) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


E 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The 


Eb. The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for 84.50. The 
Pin and T 


82.75 an HE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and '’RuTH SBEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 50c. more. Address THE 


TRUTH SEEKER. 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
hases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 
The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
wiyn 8 elo y íi Medimval Education. By 
8. 8. Laurie, £D. q5 cents. 
English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 
Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
aug. 75 cents, Lv 
Pormation ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
.habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. : 
Boience and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
Other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
o books in one volume. | 75 cents. 
The Land Question: Containing the History of 
nd Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. ‘ 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. 
Bully. 75 cents. H 
Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
ck, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O.L., .D., with 


By James 


15 cents. 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numerous notes 
and illustrations, and an index. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volumes. Over 700 
pages printed in large typ». Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groras J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Ex osition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 

gaed naturalists 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upou evolution. 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regara:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

.*'Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta. 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through. 
eut organic nature we, meet with abundan: 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence ol 
supernatural design. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before thi 
view of the present generation in a manner anc 
to an extent that has never before been possibie. 
and inasmuch as the change which has taker 

lace has taken plave in the 

sm, and this to the extent of rendering the 
echanical interpretation of nature universal, it 

r no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in tha 
words ofits traditional enemy—W here is now 


Cizstrated. Price. cloth, $2. 
Ti i 


Tana. TRUTH SEEKER 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B. Westbrook, A.M, 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 couta, 


irection of natural. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edttton. 


Part I.—Hesearches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. 
Part lL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


e 
Part IV.— 
ter 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH R 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New ore ee 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
pre and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Ohicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


erg. 
hence Ogme the Aryans? Five chap. 
8. . 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 

to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.$1.  . 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the ‘3ignificance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1 


Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 

of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illas- 


trated by H. Faber. Cloth 
ddress THE TR SEEKER, 
- 8 Lafayette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Afürmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price. 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 


Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnius, Casea, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 


Junius and Casca. rice, 5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


All are architects of fate . 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


` TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, » - - - 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE. 
Deutide Sreipenher-üd)er. 


Wir haben folgende SBiidjer in 
deutfdjer Sprache, welde febr berithmt find: 


rr Die Jerthiimer Mofes,” 
Cine fritifche Beleuchtung des Pentateuch im 
fidt ber modernen Weltan- 
{hauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Stirdje am Ende 

deg 19. Jahrhunderts. l 

von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Götterdämmernng, ^ 
von Col. 9t. G. Sngerfol. Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wunder und Wunderthiter, 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Giaube und Verunnjt, 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des romifch-fatolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus dem Sransófifdjen überfept von 
Fraulein Wnna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts, 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfhlag und 
Harem Druck. Unfere deut{dhen Lefer 
folften fte weit verbreiten. 


? Man obreifize, “The Truth Socker,” 


28 Lafayette Place, Now York 5 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
he time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pa es, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. ; 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 

thereality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, 84; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The. Religion of Deism. 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
ion $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Yol. describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
thelatter occupying 872 pege being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called "The Truth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


" A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse, 


short story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
: 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


The Bible and Evolution. 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London ''Free- 
thinker” says: "It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
THE THUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH BEEERR. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MACDONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 
Bingle subscription, in advance........... eo ecce eere ee $3 00 
One subscription two years, in ad Vano..... ~~... .-wcecsseesee 5 00 
Two new subsoribers.. 3 00 


One subsoription with one new subscriber, in one o remittanoe. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 
tance 
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Any nutaker over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should bde sent by express company's money order, 


. postal order, arast on New York. or vy registered letter. 


Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofioe 
and ezpress money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 
'88 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE£.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot & regular subscriber. 


A few weeks ago we sent notices to those of our 
subscribers who were indebted to us on their sub- 
scription account, and we are glad to say that a 
great many of them kindly responded with prompt- 
ness. There are many, however, from whom we 
‘hav as yet had no word, and to them we address 
these appealing remarks. We want some money, 
and want it badly, else we wouldn’t say anything 
about it. But the cost of getting out the paper 
has to be paid regularly, and it takes a good deal 
of cash. So we again ask those whose time has ex- 
pired to make an effort to renew their subscriptions 
now—at once—right off—so we can hav the where- 
withal to pay some bills that are due. We owe 
some people, other people owe us. If other people 
will pay us, we can pay some people; and then 
everybody will be happy. (Quod erat demonstran- 
dum.) Itis very unpleasant to be short of funds 
with a great deal more owed us than we owe, but 
that is our fix now, and hence this reminder to those 
who forgot to respond to the notice. We dislike 
to mention this matter, but Necessity has no fel- 

‘lowship with Squeamishness, and we hav to do it. 
We need the money 


The “ Disturbance”? Humbug. 


On August 13th, John Mathews, a Seventh-Day 
Adventist, was tried at Ridgetown, Ontario, for 
violating the Sunday law by putting up hay on the 
farm of Mr. Watt, another Adventist. He. was 
convicted, and the fine and costs, amounting to 
$20.65, he was ordered to pay within ten days from 
that date, with the alternativ of thirty days’ im- 
prisonment if not paid. As Mr. Mathews positivly 
refused to pay, there is no doubt he is in prison at 
this time. The trial was first set for Saturday, but 
Mr. Mathews is so sincere and determined that he 
refused to commit what he considered a violation 
of the Fourth commandment by attending court on 
that day. One of the witnesses testified that he 
was “disturbed” by the Sunday work of the ac- 


cused, although when he stood at his gate at sun- 


down while Mr. Mathews was raking hay in the 
meadow of Mr. Watts he was more than sixty rods 
from the culprit and there was a thick grove of 
maples between the sinner and the saint! That is 
a fair practical definition of <“ disturbance," as 


Sabbatarians understand it. At the same time, a 


dozen discordant pot-metal church bells, and a 
frenzied Free Methodist exhorter on every vacant 
lot in town, 
quiver even the least little bit. The prosecuting 
lawyer strenuously objected to the defense bring 
ing in the Bible to prove that Saturday is the Sab- 
bath of the Decalogue. 
when he said, “ Let the statute settle which is the 
Lord’s day,” he virtually admitted that he had no 
case against Mr. Mathews, from the view-point of 
the Bible writers, and he also inferentially asserted 


wouldn’t cause their nerves to 


He was wise in this, but 


that the legislature may interpret the Bible as it 


? | pleases, which would of course constitute the civil 
0 law-making power an ecclesiastical court. 
in accordance with the prog of the theocratic 


This is 


managers. 


To Make Christians Consistent. 

The Christian Reformer is very much disturbed 
by the non-observance of * Sabbath." It is partic- 
ularly agitated because Christians. fail to do what it 
conceives to be their “duty” in this respect. The 
Second Brigade of Pennsylvania Home Guards went 
into camp at Glencairn, a short distance from Pitts- 
burg, and the railway ran Sunday excursions to the 
grounds. Says a Pittsburg daily: 

** As the hours wore on toward noon the railroad cut 


at Glencairn became & confused spectacle of railway 
coaches, blue uniforms, muskets, gay: dresses, eto. After 


noon there seemed to be a continuous chain of trains. 


both north and south, and it is little short of wonderful 
that no accident marred the day’s gaiety.” 

The Christian Reformer quotes this and sorrows 
publicly. We hav a well-founded suspicion that it 
would hav welcomed a terrible accident as a god- 
send in the way of a * warning." It laments that 
‘tall the paraphernalia of a picnic, fair, or Fourth of 
July celebration seems to hav been present on this 
occasion.” 

** Of course religious services were held in five or six 
different places, conducted. by as many ministers of the 
gospel, but this was a comparativly unimportant event, 
and had nothing to do with the drawing of so large a 
crowd [sid to hav numbered 30,000], except in cases 
where it acted as a salve.to the consciences of professing 
Christians. The chief event of the day was the dress 
parade in the afternoon. It was this that most of the 
people went to see.’ 

Where is “the power of God unto salvation” that, 
after about nineteen centuries of preaching of the 
gospel of the “ Prince of Peace,” it is found that in 
the eminently Christian state of Pennsylvania the 
services conducted by a half dozen of Christ’s official 
representativs constitute “a comparativly unimpor- 
tant event” having almost “nothing to do” with the 
drawing of a great crowd to the temple of the war 
god? Is it any wonder that the theocrats want to 
get Christ into the Constitution, when, as they say, 
they cannot get him into the hearts of their own 
people? It may be remarked in passing that a very 
large proportion of the people who attend regular 
church services do so merely to witness ** the dress 
parade ” 

The Covenanter organ says that the presence of 
Governor Hastingsat the encampment was an “ offi- 
cial sanction” of “the wholesale desecration of the 
Sabbath." It was nothing of the kind, for the good 
and sufficient reason that church and state are con- 
stitutionally separate, and hence disregard of church 
observances and holy days by the officers of the 
state is in no sense official. Governor Hastings has 
no official political connection with the church. So 
far as belief in its dogmas and obedience to its 
rules are concerned, he is a private citizen. 

Not only hav the militiamen shocked the Sabba- 
tarians in the Keystone state, but the Grand Army 
of the Republic has done likewise. It went into 


ecration.” 
ings make arrangements with the railroad compa- 


costal revival meetings. 


camp at Rock Point on Saturday, August 10th, and 
remained until the evening of Monday. The great 
feature of Sunday was, the dress parade, and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad gave special excursion rates. 
Comments the Christian Reformer : 


** What is popularly regarded as the spirit of patriotism 


directs its energies against the Sabbath, one of our most 
important civil and religious institutions. 
defense the Sabbath is of far more value than the state 
militia or the G. A. R, We can get along without these 
fairly well, but we cannot exist as a free nation without 
the Sabbath.” 


As a national 


* We cannot exist as a free nation without the 


Sabbath” means only that the Sabbatarians do not 
think themselvs “free” unless they can compel 
everybody else to observe the Puritan Sabbath in 
the Puritan way. That is what they mean by “ re- 
ligious liberty.” 
inconsistently hate, they hold religious obligations 
to be above all civil and social obligations. Al- 
though made so by usurping legislators, the Sab- 
bath cannot constitutionally be a law-enforced 
institution. 


Like the Catholics, whom they 


The Christian Reformer finds that the churches 
themselvs participate in the work of Sabbath “ des. 
Sometimes the managers of campmeet- 


nies to run excursion trains to the camps on Sunday 
and sometimes the railroads do so of their own 


volition. During July the Methodists held Pente- 
costal meetings at Ridgeview Park, Pennsylvania, 
and the railroad ran excursion trains to the grounds 


on Sunday. Says the Covenanter paper: 


“ Thus the forms of religion are made the occasion for 
wholesale Sabbath breaking. But the most absurd, gro- 
tesque, and iniquitous feature of the whole proceeding is 
the running of excursion trains on the Sabbath to Pente- 
The devil and his demons 
doubtless hold a jubilee when they can thus pervert re- 
ligious services to their own ends. [Did not ‘God’ from ` 
the ‘ beginning ’ know that the Methodists would do this 
and that the devilish jubilee would come off per sehedule?] 
What a spectacle is presented when ostensibly for the ad- 
vancement of religion the sacred institution of the Sab- 
bath is thus trampled upon | Doubtless individuals are 
sometimes blessed with the baptism of the spirit at sue. 
meetings, but for every one so blessed, thousands ar) 
cursed by.reason of the desecration of the Sabbath. [ff 
a man does not ‘ desecrate’ the Sabbath when he walks 
three miles to a Pentecostal meeting, where is the dese- 
oration when the railroad train carries him and others at 
a far less expenditure of energy and time per ma.?] 
Church members do not feel their responsibility for t e 
preservation of the Sabbath as they should. Oonsistent 
loyalty to the Lord of the Sabbath requires separation 
from this sin. But it is clear that nothing short uf 
statute law properly enforced will meet the necessities 
of the case as set forth above.” 

Italics are ours. This isa plain and uneq iv- 
ocal demand that the state shall enforce the disciplin 
of the church. And yet tricky theocrats vehemently 
assert that they are utterly opposed to the union of 
church and state! Manifestly, only the members 
of a church are under ethical obligation to ob rve 
the rites and ceremonies of that church. The 
church is a voluntary association entirely apart from 
the state, and as such makes its own rules, which 
it must enforce without the assistance of the civil 
powers. And it can compel none but its own mem 
bers to obey its regulations. Yet here we hav the © 
Christian Reformer demanding that the state shall 
not only act as a disciplinary board of the church, 
but shall outrage justice and deny liberty by com. 
pelling all who do not accept the church’s regula. 
tions to abjectly obey them! Could insolence be 
more insulting? Could criminal intent be more 
menacing ? 

This is one more sweeping demonstration of the 
utter falsity of the claim made by the more timid 
Sabbath worshipers that they are working for a 
* civil” Sabbath law only, that they do not wish to 


564 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


[SzPTENBER 1. 1895 


hav Sunday statutes enaeted or enforced on relig- 
ious grounds. The truth is that no one would hav 
Beriously urged making honest work aiid innocent 
tecreation crimes on Stinday had it not been for 
the desire of the church to secüre a inonopoly of 
that day. 


law to Take the Place of Faith. 


Rev. Jesse S. Gilbert, writing in the Michigan 
Advocate, laments the decay of the emotional in 
religion. He says: 

**Seldom do we any more see the mental anguish, the 
prolonged and desperate struggle, with the correspond- 
ing exultation and eestasy, that marked the conversions 
of the olden time. Men are convicted without anguish 
and converted without rapture, The kingdom of heaven 
is no longer stormed with prayers, tears, and strong 
cries, as though to be taken by very force. The 
decay of the emotional is seen in all the after 
phases of Christian life. The ‘amen’ corner has fallen 
into ‘innocuous desuetude.' The c’ass-room is well-nigh 
deserted. Preaching is largely argumentativ and apol- 
ogetio, . As fervor diminishes, forms increase ; hence re- 
sponsiv readings, Lord’s Prayer, chants and amens no 
longer shouted out by happy saints, but rendered in 
the highest style of operatic art by trained and paid 
choirs.” 

Men are enthusiastic, they feel deeply and ex- 
press themselvs fervently, only when they hav pos- 
itiv convictions, when they believe without doubts 
that great consequences depend upon certain ac- 
tions. 
gone, never to return. Men no longer realize hell; 
if they believe in it at all it is in a traditional, con- 
ventional way that does not bring the horrible im- 
plications of the monstrous doctrin home to their 
consciousness. With most Christians, of even or- 
dinary intelligence, it is now merely an inherited 
theory that does not make much of an impression, 
even at a “revival” meeting. Mr. Gilbert perceives 
this, for he says that in other matters people are as 


emotional as ever; “in politics, business, and. the [ 


pursuit of pleasure mankind were never more sus- 
ceptible to emotion than they are at the present 
time.” It should be said here that men are in ear- 
nest and grow enthusiastic about those concerns in 


The blind faith of the early devotees is f 


again “a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost,” it 
must bring upon the stage of action a generation 
imbued with a “clear conviction” of the truth of 
the dogma of ah eternal hell of agony for all who 
cannot accept the Bible as the infallible revelation 
of God’s will. The first step in this direction is to 
make the people submissiv to “law as law "s once 
that form of fetich worship has become a habit, the 
church can galvanize her dead creeds into a sem- 
blance of life in the Constitution and laws of the 
country and punish as law-breakers all who refuse 
to bow the knee at her shrines. This would 
eventually giv her the control of the schools and the 
press and enable her to again bring upon the world 
a thousand years of intellectual and moral night. 
This is the “movement in favor of ignorance ” that 
to day is sweeping everything before it in the po- 
litical field. This is the meaning of the Sabbatarian 
crusade, of the God in the Constitution campaign, 
of the Comstock postal statutes and all similar 
legislation, of the prohibition revolt, and of every 
other scheme ostensibly intended to make the indi- 
vidual good and happy by a * Beit Enacted ” of the 
legislature. The leaders of the church are too as- 
tute to openly proclaim aZ their designs, but they 
know that if they can get into the law, under any 
specious pretext whatever, what they want in the law, 
they can get the law enforced to the advantage of 
the church by an appeal to the silly superstition 
of reverence for law “because it is law” which 
they are so assiduously cultivating. The easy suc- 
cesses they are winning this year show how the 
poison has already penetrated the minds of a large 
portion of the people. But the Freethinkers are 
not deceived; they, if no others, know the old 
enemy of justice and liberty and are not to be 
beguiled by fine moralistic pretenses. They know 
that the church must win back through the state, if 
she wins it back at all, the empire she lost through 
biblical criticism and science. In the light of this 
| knowledge they perceive the trend of the “reform” 
‘movements in which the church is interested. 
When will the press of the country acquire equal 
| clearness of vision ? 


which they are the most deeply interested. They | 


are to-day more interested in business, politics, and 
pleasure than they are in religion. Mr. Gilbert 
declares that the fact that the people are still very 
emotional in other departments of life proves that 
the decline of the emotional in religion is not due 
to “an increased education and culture.” In this 
he is mistaken. Increased facilities for education 
and greater opportunities for enjoyment of life hav 
marvelously weakened the intensity of belief in the 
old dogmas, and lessened the desire for the “ con- 
solations ” of religion. In a word, education and 
invention hay given men and women other matters 
to think about and other work to do. Rev. Mr. 
Gilbert now comes to the heart of the difficulty : 

*' Why, then, is the emotional so largely ignored in the 
religious life of to-day? The answer is not far to find. 
Worldly conformity has chilled the warm current of de- 
votion, and substituted a formal respectability for old- 
time fervor. The subtle spirit of doubt with which the 
very air seems Charged, and which so largely permeates 
modern literature, has weakened the faith ofmany. The 
truths of Christianity, when firmly believed and in any 
measure realized, tend to excite. Men cannot believe 
that they themselvs, or that others, are upon the brink 
of an eternal hell, and remain unmoved. Judgment, 
eternity, responsibility, sin, and redemption, are all 
truths calculated to arouse. A return to the old paths is 
the only course that will awaken the cold hearts and the 
hardened conscience. There must be clear conviction, 
or there can be no conversion. A mighty baptism of the 
Holy Ghost will rekindle the fire upon the altars of the 
church, turn timid Elis into faithful Elijahs, and many a 
doubting Thomas into a courageous Peter. More than 
anything else does the church need this baptism of power 
from on high, Pentecost restored.” 

Yes, it is “doubt” that has “weakened the 
faith” of the masses as well as opened the way for 
the establishment of the scientific certitude of the 
few. It was the belief in the reality of a hell of 
actual fire that enabled the ignorant and the culti- 
vated alike to make that “spiritual use of the im- 
agination" of which Professor Romanes told us. 
Mr. Gilbert has admitted, what the Infidel has 
claimed, that hell was the driving power of the 
Christian machine. If the church would hav the 
world “return to the old paths,” if it would hav 


| Since the last acknowledgment was made we hav 
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Eidem, 75 cents; W. Mosena, $1.25; H. Schmidt, 
$1; F. D. Rexford, 50 cents; A. W. Beery, $1; Paul 
Fisher, $1; J. L. Abrams, $1; H. Gohrman, 50 cts. 


** Many of those who repudiate the immortality of the 
soul and contend that all ends at the grave, will yet rec- 
ognize their error to their dire cost."—CatAoliíc Union 
and Times. 

And so your “just” God will eternally torture 
those of his children who, with the brains he gave 
them, could not in their brief lives learn all the 
laws of the nature with which he endowed them? 


“A man named Francis Schlader, who livs in Albu- 
querque, claims to be Jesus Christ. Schlader is in a fair 
way to play an engagement on the chain-gang.”—Gal- 
veston News, 


Would the New Mexiean Christians put Jesus 
Christ in the chain-gang if his “second coming” 
should materialize at this time? How do they 
know Schlader is not the veritable Christ? Would 
they know Christ if he should come ? 


The religious papers which hav attempted to jus- 
tify the persecution of the Adventists in Tennessee 
are, according to the American Sentinel’s list, five 
in number, and they are all Baptist papers. Roger 
Williams, the Baptist, was banished from Massa- 
chusetts because he opposed the doctrin that civil 
magistrates should inflict punishment for religious 
error, his objection to Sabbath laws being especially 
pronounced. The Baptists are certainly “ degen- 
erates.” 


<i — 

Supreme Court Justice Gaynor, when asked if he 
was a candidate for mayor of Brooklyn, answered: 
* We are all in the hands of providence, and provi- 
dence put me where I am without any seeking or 
effort on my part.” There are quite & number of 
voters who were instruments in the hands of provi- 


dence in putting the Justice where he is, but who will ; 


be guilty of no more such foolishness. They did 
not know last fall who was the “boss” of the ma- 
chine that was running Gaynor; they know now, 


thanks to Mr. Gaynor’s modest frankness. 
—— i — —— 


The Catholic Review says that “it is very pos- 
sible that some wealthy Catholics, who hav front 
pews in church, will hav hot holes in hell for. their 
injustice to the laborer and the poor.” What! 
Has it come to this, that even Catholicism is losing 
so much of the genuin grace of Christian faith that 
a man’s belief will not save him? Truly, civilization 
is doing its perfect work. Perhaps some day the 
Catholic will admit that even the Atheist who is good 
to the laborer and the poor can see heaven. If faith 
will not save bad Catholics from hell, why should 
lack of faith keep good Atheists out of heaven? 


a 


** Policeman John J. O'Brien arrested Corwando Tio- 
coto, a barber at No. 1483 Park avenue, for shaving & 
man yesterday at 1:40 P.M., and took him to the Hast 
One Hundred and Fourth Street Station House. The 
sergeant sent the man to a cell, and, turning to the re- 
porter who was there, said: * Now, if you know anything 
meaner for me to do than that, tell me and we'll do it.' " 
—New York World. 


And no doubt he would—such slaves would burn 
their own mothers at the stake for heresy if only a 
priest-inspired “law” had been violated. They are 
stone-blind to their duties as men and representa- 
tive of justice. 


m 

“The question of righteousness should never decide 
whether an existing law is to be enforced or not. Isit 
the law of the land? ‘hat question settled in the affirm- 
ativ, then let the law be enforced, If the law is unjust, 
if it works hardship to innocent persons, still let it be ex- 
ecuted so long as it remains upon the statute books."— 
Rev. Thomas C. Warner, D.D., Memphis. 

If you really believe what you say, why do you 
denounce the Jews for the crucifixion of Jesus? 
If you really believe what you say, why do you, as a 
Protestant, declaim against the law-sanctioned 
atrocities of the Inquisition? Reverend Sir, you 
are either stupid or insincere, and in either case 
you are utterly unfit to be a teacher of the people.. 
But the friends of justice may well thank you for’ 
exhibiting the fiendish doctrin of your class in all! 
its nakedhorror. You are logical, at least, for you 
perceive and proclaim that righteousness, that 
equity, that justice, are less than dust in the balance 
when weighed against the demands made for your 
fetich. 


EEO SR 

‘To-day all science, all philosophy and all religion in 
the minds of its interpreters, conspire to show us what a 
profound faith has been reached by any man who can sin- 
cerely say: ‘I accept the universe.’ Bost of all we be- 
lieve the number of those who are getting some glimps 
of this faith and are thus preparing to poop it is increas- 
ing.—J. C. L., in the New Unity. 

If by this it is meant that to “accept the uni- 
verse" is to admit that all the operations of na- 
ture are in harmony with the ethical ideal of the 
most developed men and women, then we freely con- 
cede that the faith which can do that is indeed “ pro- 
found ”; it is simply abysmal and unfathomable in 
its depth. Below that self-deception could not go. 
The more sensitiv the individual becomes, the more: 
fully he can put himself in the place of the one who 
suffers, the less is he inclined to accept the universe: 
as morally perfect. When the man who “ accepts: 
the universe" as morally perfect, and the creation 
of an infinit and ethical intelligence, finds it nec-: 
essary to imprison and judicially murder his fellows: 
for the infraction of the rules of social order, he 
furnishes the most crushing answer to his own un- 
tenable theory. 


— 


The New Unity thinks that few of its readers: 
‘ will question the importance of a unitary concep- 
tion of life.” We fear that that is true, but we 
hope that some of them will call to mind the fact 
that when the Christian world had such a “ unitary 
conception of life” the instincts of mercy and truth 
were almost racked and burned out of the Western 
races. We to-day possess a small measure of free- 
dom, owing to the fact that the various sects into 
which Christianity is divided cannot enforce a “uni- 


tary conception of life." Freedom is the essential 
condition of all progress, and until the majority 
learns £o sacredly respect the rights of the minority 
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the only guarantee of liberty and the only security 
for life is the multiplication of warring sects. It 
would afford us unqualified delight if from this day 


forward no two Qhristians could agree on a creed 
for a church, no two citizens could build a political 
platform upon which both could stand. Zhen men 
and women could seek truth without danger of 
persecution, then the civil association would confine 
its labors to the protection of the individual from 
invasion. It seems to us that the self-styled «* Lib- 
eral Christian” has read history to no useful end 
whatever. 


secution in all ages,” tersely says the American 
Sentinel. The most astonishing phenomenon in 
connection with the clamor for the enforcement of 
law “because it is law,” regardless of the justice or 
injustice of the law, is the religious and political 
worship rendered by the clamorers to the law- 
‘breakers of the past. There was scarcely a man or 
woman whose memory they honor who did not 
nobly contemn one or many of the iniquitous laws 
of the time. Those splendid rebels held, as we do, 
that justice is essential and abiding, statute law 
incidental and ephemeral. They held, as we do, 
that there are sacred precincts of personality into 
which no power, be it czar or majority, can right- 
fully force its way. The Constitution of the United 
States was framed to guard those sacred precincts. 
All Sabbath laws are invasiv defiances of that; Con- 
stitution and hav the old-junk value only of the 
paper upon which they are printed. This is the 
plain truth in a nutshell, all fetich worshipers to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 


DS ee 

** We know kind hearts who never hear a poor sermon; 
they are such intent listeners that they put merit into a 
poor discourse; ability to listen to a sermon is à mark of 
eivilization. Heathens oannot."— 7Ae Central Baptist. 


Maybe that was intended for a witticism. Per- 
haps it was written in all seriousness. Anyway, it 
may be true that ability to listen to a Christian ser- 
mon is a mark of Christian civilization. Certainly 
only persons with very “kind nearts” could listen 
patiently week after week and year after year to 
wermnons of the average merit or lack of merit, un- 
less the hearts were engaged in pumping very thin 
blood into very weak thinkers. We hav seen men 
and women sitting under the “droppings of the 
sanctuary” and gazing into the face of the preacher 
with an expression on their countenances which said 
that they were “taking in” every word he uttered 
as the infallible deliverance of an oracle, while the 
simple truth was that the whole sermon was an in- 
wipid, a pointless rehash of unprovable assertions, 
utterly lacking in logic and unsupported by a single 
demonstrable fact, a discourse, in short, which 
would hav discredited the ability of a smart boy of 
twelve. They were listening with rapt attention, 
not because they were putting * merit into a poor 
discourse,” but because they did not know what 
merit was. They knew less than the preacher and 
so were not bored. 


At Crawfordsville, Indiana, the Sunday law is en- 
forced so impartially that not even a prescription 
ean be filled at the drug stores, and the mayor an- 
nounced on August 20th that thereafter not even 
the gas company would be allowed to operate. 
Fhe shutting off of the gas would not make much 
difference, for the darkness at Crawfordsville could 
not be greatly increased by blotting out the sun 
and moon. In Mount Vernon, New York, the 
barbers hav not been disposed to obey the new 
barber Sunday closing law. On a Sunday in Au- 
gust the shops were raided. One policeman was 
knocked down by a patron as he attempted to enter 
Michael George’s shop. Several city officials, among 
others, were found in the shops and were all taken 
‘to the police station, some only partly shaved. 
‘When the cases were called for trial, one of the 
men, a deputy sheriff, could not remember whether 
‘he had been shaved that day, and was held for 
‘perjury. The chief of police threatened to hav the 
-whole force watching the shops the next Sunday. 
‘Here we see the entire corps of peace officers di- 


verted from their legitimate work and transformed 
into the persecutors of bonest laborers. This ig 


declares should be temorselessly enforced against 


publishers of the Memphis paper hav sounded the 
depths of human depravity. They could sot go 
lower if they tried. Commenting on the Commer. 
cial-Appeal’s vindictiv hypocrisy, the American 
Sentinel very justly says: “This sentiment is 
worthy of an inquisitor of the ‘Holy Office,’ and 
had the editor of that paper lived in the days of 
the Inquisition, he would, if consistent, hav said: 
‘The laws against the violation of our religion are 
unrepealed, and whether just or unjust, wise or 
unwise, they should be enforced.’ 
hav stood by and seen the cruel, red-hot pincers 
sear and tear the flesh of the tortured victim ; or, 
perchance, he would hav himself heated the instru- 
ments of torture or brutally bared the breast of the 
shrinking maiden or the devoted mother to the gaze 
of the rabble and to the bloody work of the scarcely 
more cruel iron.” 
the Inquisition is for the church to get enacted, 
under any pretense whatever, anti-heretical laws. 
That done, the blind believers in the enforcement 
of law “ because it is law” will help her put them 
into execution, no matter how bloody and cruel the 


saved it. 
departments of learning as William E. Gladstone. One 
is a brilliant blasphemer, who, for a consideration of a 
few hundred dollars a night, will denounce Christ as a 


universe. 


idiocy and criminality mixed in about equal propor- 
tions, and yet supposedly sane and honest men hold 
up their hands in approval of the enforcement of 
this demnable law, “because it is law.” 


i 7 : 

** The laws against the violation of our day of rest are 
unrepealed, and no matter whether just or unjust, wise 
or unwise, * they should be enforced.”—Memphis 
Commercial Appeal. PEE 

It may interest the student of hypocrisy to know 
that the paper which thus flippantly places a statute 
enacted by church-driven legislators above justice, 
itself publishes a Sunday edition for dollars and 
cents, thus wilfully trampling upon a law that it 


conscientious Adventists. Such creatures as the 


Yea, he would 


All that is needed to reéstablish 


means that may hav to be employed, no matter 
what the cost in property, liberty, and life. 


SPE: atone nee 

** Benedict Arnold was not less intelligent than George 
Washington, but one betrayed his country aud the other 
Robert Ingersoll is as well informed in some 


trickster and the Bible as the most infamous book in the 
The other is a Christian gentleman, a man 
whom a nation's treasury could not bribe, nor a nation's 
wrath turn from the path of duty."— Zev. Dr. J. B. Haw- 
thorne, Baptist, of Atlanta. 

Dr. Hawthorne manifests the customary courtesy 
of the clergyman, but he has made a mistake in 
paralleling his comparison of Colonel Ingersoll and 
Mr. Gladstone with that of Arnold and Washington. 
Washington was not a church member and appears 
to hav held only a formal allegiance to Christianity, 
while on the other hand, so far as we know, no one 
has ever questioned the orthodoxy of Arnold. For 
the rest, it is not necessary to disparage the char- 
acter of Mr. Gladstone in order to giv due credit 
to the many virtues of Colonel Ingersoll. Free- 
thinkers criticise the expressed religious opinions 
of the English statesman; they do not attack him 
asa man. Dr. Hawthorne should know that it is 
unmanly to insinuate that Colonel Ingersoll could 
be bribed by the promis of national preferment and 
emolument, or made to hide his honest convictions 
through fear of the disapproval of the masses. 
Had he been amenable to such influences he would 
not, with the brilliant political career that was pos- 
sible to him, hav taken the position that he did on 
the subject of religion. Will the Atlanta minister 
tell us wherein Colonel Ingersoll fails to be as 
worthy a man as Mr. Gladstone, leaving out of con- 
sideration his heterodoxy, which the clergyman is 
bound to think a mortal sin? And again: Where 
has Colonel Ingersoll called the Bible “the most 
infamous book in the universe”? He has indeed 
said that some of the crimes therein attributed to 
Yahveh were infamous, as they were, but that is not 
branding the book as infamous. He has pointed 
out some of its imperfections and showed that an 
imperfect book could not come from a perfect au- 
thor. The Bible is human, not divine, in its origin, 
and hence is fallible. So long as Christians claim 
that it is infallible they will be confronted by Free- 
thinkers who will prove that it is fallible. That is 


‘the offense of Mr. Ingersoll Finally, it is true 


fense in cases of criminal invasion, 
seems that the Pauline principle of the headship of 
the husband may prove to be more useful in some 
instances. 
lyn, Mrs. Maggie Strippel was brought to the bar 
in Justice Murphy’s court for having punched, 
kicked, and pulled the hair of Mrs. Alice Whalen, 
another tenant in the same building. Mrs. Whalen 
testified that just before she was assaulted she 
heard Mr. Strippel tell his wife to giv her, the wit- 
ness, “a licking.” This dialog ensued: 


stood in silence for nearly a minute. 
dered me to do it.’ 


| that the Freethought lecturer receives pay for his 
lectures and books, but we are not informed that 


Dr. Hawthorne declines to draw his salary, which, 


it is fairly to be assumed, is as large as his talents 
will command. 


Hypnotism has recently been introduced as a de- 
but it now 


In Williamsburg, a suburb of Brook- 


: ** * Did you do this?’ inquired Justice Murphy of Mrs. 


Strippel. - 


“Yos, your honor, she said, slowly, after having 
* My husband or- 


“If that's the case,’ said the justice, cheerfully, 


* you're a dutiful wife, and I'll dismiss the case and dis- 
charge you. 


$35 


From which we gather that it is the “duty” of 


the wife to obey her husband to the extent of com- 
mitting crime when he commands it. This is a log- 
ical deduction from the Pauline doctrin, and no 
loyal Christian can find fault with it, but why did it 
not occur to the antediluvian justice to order the 
arrest of Strippel as the principal, and punish him 
for the offense perpetrated by his minion in pursu- 
ance of his orders ? 
unit, if she is not responsible for what her husband 

commands her to do, then he, ag&the “head of the . 
family," should be made to answer for her torta 

and trespasses. 
greatly it has contributed to the emancipation of 
women and the humanization of police justices! 
Let us put it in the Constitution. 
such decisions as that of Justice Murphy. 


If a married woman is nota 


Blessed be the Bible! How 


We want more 


Our Missionary Work. 
Several of our good friends hav written us that 


in their opinion the work, “ Self: Contradictions of 


the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 


the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 


with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 


ing the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 


to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are Willing to do our part and will send the 
«Self-Contradietions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self-Contradictions” as well as the ** Age 
of Reason." Send both books out by the thousand 
and wateh the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

Tar Trora Szexer’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Last Chanee to Obtain a Rare Book. 


David Friedrich Strauss’s “Life of Jesus Criti- 
cally Examined” was first published in two volumes 
for $9. The edition ran out, and another was is- 
sued in one volume for $4.50. This edition is 
almost exhausted, less than fifty copies being in 
existence. Of what are left we hav obtained a 
share, and can furnish them postpaid at the last 
price, $4.50. They will not last long, and we ad- 
vise those of our friends who want a copy to send 
at once. When these are gone there will be no 
more to be had. This edition is translated from 
the fourth German edition by George Eliot, and 
contains 784 large octavo pages of solid reading, 
very clearly printed. It is unnecessary to say to 
students that this is a very valuable work, one 
which the church wishes had never been written, 
but which it cannot controvert. 
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News and Notes. 


Paris is not like London. It is a different evo- 
lution of the human race. It has other roots of 
life, and other meaning to the traveler, to the artist, 
to the thinker. It could not be transformed to 
London, any more than London could be trans- 
formed to Paris. Both are necessary to the com- 
plete manifestation of the civilization of the Old 
World, and in both, we might say, are contained all 
the elements of the intelligence and energy of 
Europe. London is life itself; Paris is the cream 
of life. London is like a sea; Paris is like a flow- 
ing river. London is the place of business, of 
trade, of commerce, of capital. It is the mart of 
all the earth. Every production of the planet finds 
its center in London, which is a huge magnet of 
attraction to every ship, to every mine, to every fac- 
tory, to every field and rolling stream. The docks 
of London are a marvel in themselvs. We are as- 
tonished at the magnitude of the transactions here. 
They are colossal in the instruments used; in the 
vast wealth that is constantly changing hands. 
From remotest quarters of the globe pour in a 
thousand riches. 

Paris is not at all like this. It has not the 
thunder, the roar, tbe vibration, the immensity of 
London. It has not the profound, the immeasur- 
able sweep of enormous forces. Paris is the city 
of glory and happiness; the city of beauty and 
delight. Here we see the perfection of art, of 
pleasure, of ornament. Here we see the joy of life; 
not the burden, the toil the struggle; but the 
bloom—the gorgeous flower; the polished jewel; 
man * full summed in all his powers." 

There is no comparison between London and 
Paris. You cannot judge one by the other. Each 
has its own standard. Each is a law unto itself, 
representing absolutely different conditions of hu- 
manity. We might say that Shakspere represents 
the English mind in its variability, energy, profuse- 

' ness, brilliancy, and practical common sense, and 
intense love of home and soil.. So the French mind 
is represented by the wonderful Voltaire. How 
different from Shakspere is Voltaire! Yet what a 
world he reveals of thought, of wit and splendor, 
of noble philosophy and heroic action. There is a 
lightness, a brightness, and what Carlyle terms a 
persiflage in Voltaire, which we do not find in the 
Englishman, and which is pre-eminently distinctiv 
of the genius of France, and which, to my mind, 
does not make it any the less glorious or beneficent. 
It is a relief to the gloom and tragedy of existence. 
It is a sort of intellectual carelessness without 
which our hearts would break at the awful sorrows 
we experience. Certainly French literature has 
gifted the world as no other literature has, giving 
piquancy to art, to philosophy, to labor itself, which 
illuminates and electrifies. Where is anything like 
the comedies of Moliére, the romances of Voltaire, 
the novels of Balzac, the poetry of Hugo. and the 
vivid, palpitating, earnest realism of Zola, the 
greatest of living writers, who, from the very dust, 
evolves the brilliant and the beautiful of human 
life and teaches wisdom from the most common 
details? And in Freethought, in reform, in the 
battle for human rights, what & history does France 
preseni; what radiance in the darkness of the past; 
what achievements out of mighty sufferings and re- 
bellion; what happy hope and tranquil industry for 
the ages to come. 

With these thoughts surging in my mind, memo- 
ries and prophecies, dreams and exultations, I touch 
the deep heart of France in the magnificence of its 
great capital. 

Fortunately, I am not alone. I hav good Eng- 
lish eomrades with me, Mr. and Mrs. George Ward, 
Miss Robbins, Mrs. Hancock, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Standring, and Mr. Harry Jones, and by their com- 
panionship and knowledge I am piloted through 
the crowding varieties of this resplendent city. 

I leave London on Friday, August 2d, and take 
the route by way of New Haven and Dieppe, which 
is altogether the pleasantest route from London to 
Paris. You see more of the country, and hav a 
smoother sail over the sea. The rich English 
Scenery is about us, glowing with harvest, as we 
whirl on the express to New Haven. It is a bit 
stormy when we plunge into the watery path for 
Dieppe, and it looks as if the rain would pour and 
giv usa rough passage on the crowded steamer. 
But soon the clouds roll off, the bright sun appears, 
the billows sweep softly, and we escape sea-sickness 
and enjoy the glory of the blue and shining ocean 
beneath a radiant sky. Soon along the misty hori- 
zon we behold the hills of France, and the lofty 
cathedral and houses of Dieppe. We sweep into 
its harbor between two high images of the crucifix- 
ion, placed on either shore, and of course this pre- 
serves us from all harm. But it was funny, after 
all, to see these two solemn crosses towering in the 


midst of busy traffic and travel. I don’t think a 
single passenger took off his hat to these religious 
emblems. i 

We are soon on the train for Paris, and we pass 
through lovely Normandy, beautiful after the show- 
ers that had passed over it. There was a glitter- 
ing freshness in the unfolding sceneries. It was 
sunny France, indeed, that spread its fields and 
woods about us, adorned with cottages and chateaus. 


I felt that I was coming into a domain where a 


new and sprightly genius was reigning. There 
was not the solidity of England, but a grace and 
felicity in the very landscape itself that suggested 
a contrasting race with a vitality all its own. Far 
away could be seen cultivated farms, the sheen of 
harvest, the dark beauty of groves, the winding 
river, the bridges, the boats, the towers and domes 
and dwellings. The first grest city we reach is 
Rouen. It has a population of about 112,000. It 
is an important manufacturing place. It is some- 
times called the Manchester of France. It is the 
richest of French cities in medieval architecture. 
Its old walls and old houses are being destroyed, 
and it is putting on a modern appearance. Here 
was the tower in which Joan of Arc was imprisoned 
and the castle where she was tried, and the Place 
de la Pucelle, the traditional scene of her burning 
in 1431. Here is the house in which Corneille was 
born, 1606, which dwelling is now public property. 
I enjoy a beautiful view of Rouen as we approach 
on the railroad. The bed of the railroad is elevated, 
and the city is stretched out before us in a spacious 
and handsome valley, where the river shines between 
the houses. The cathedral, the palace of justice, and 
other imposing public buildings are seen, together 
with the many factories. I hav not time to remain 
and view this most ancient city; I must speed on to 
Paris. 

It is raining like cats and dogs when we get to 
Paris, an extraordinary thing for this country. We 
hav a deal of trouble to get to our hotel, for we 
don’t find a single cabman who can speak English ; 
and if we try to talk French, it’s no use, for we 
can’t get the pronunciation. No matter how you 
may try to twist your tongue you fail, and the 
ordinary cabman is too stupid even to catch your 
meaning. But finally we are landed in what is 
called an English hotel, but nobody in it speaks Eng- 
lish. However, we found an interpreter in one of 
the lodgers, and so settled affairs. We afterwards 
found an English restaurant, where they-did speak 
English, and we felt quite at home, especially after 
we had had a good round of English beefsteak and 
satisfied our hunger. Also at a café we found a 
waiter who said he had crossed the ocean forty-two 
times, and he could speak English, French, German, 
etc. The next day we met George Standring and 
afterwards Mr. Harry Jones; and they could apeak 
French enough to get along quite comfortably. 
We had no further trouble about language. If one 
can pronounce about a hundred French words 
correctly, that is all he needs for traveling pur- 
poses; say, for instance, the names of the principal 
buildings and streets, the names of things to eat 
and things to drink, and the names of coins, and a 
few verbs. You are all right then, and the pleasure 
is, that you need not converse with the waiter, the 
barber, the driver, or “boots.” There is some ad- 
vantage in a limited vocabulary. 

zaturday we walk along the boulevards, where 
so much of the life of Paris can be observed in the 
multitudes that pass by. We reach the Arc de 
Triomphe de l’Etoile, the largest triumphal arch 
in existence, visible from almost every part of the 
environs of Paris. It was begun by Napoleon in 
1806, and completed by Louis Philippe in 1836. 
The arch is 67 feet high and 46 feet wide. The 
whole structure is 160 feet in hight, and 146 feet 
in width. The arch and pillars are adorned with 
colossal trophies of the many wars of France. 
Twelve avenues or great boulevards radiate from 
this magnificent point, the greatest and most illus- 
trious of which is the Champs Elysées, the noblest 
boulevard, I guess, in the world. I shall say 
“guess” hereafter, for the more I travel the less 
certain I am that things are so, however much they 
may seem to be so. lí may true that somewhere 
there is a more splendid avenue than Champs 
Elysées, but at present I do do not believe it. It 
is one and one-third miles in length from the Place 
de la Concorde to the Arc de Triomphe. It is 
flanked with handsome buildings, and the center is 
adorned with elms and lime-trees. Innumerable 
crowds throng this immense highway, especially in 
the evening hours, and the splendor of it all is in- 
describable. Wonderfully lively is the Place de 
la Concorde, with its lights, its illuminated groves, 
its open-air concerts, the fountains, the carriages, 
etc. I can only giv a hint of these Parisian glories. 

We stroll next to the woods of Boulogne, a beau- 
tiful forest covering an area of 2,250 acres. It was 


long the resort of dueliste, suicides, and robbers. 
Down to 1848 it received but little attention. In 
1852 it was presented to the municipality, and it 
has since been a favorit promenade. There ig 
nothing like it in London, New York, or any other 
city I ever was in. Almost in a moment you are 
transported into the depths of country life. The 
woods are thick, and all sorts of rural prospects are 
presented as you traverse them—glades, leafy | 
arches, winding paths, greenswards, and here and 
there beautiful open spaces, without a sign of any 
dwelling. I believe you could walk for miles in 
these woods at times and not see a human being. 
I was astonished at the solitude, so sweet and pro- 
found, on the verge of this mighty metropolis. 
Through the radiant shadows we walk on to the 
Grand Cascade, a waterfall issuing from a grotto. 
From an eminence a little before it is a fine view of 
the Seine; to the left is St. Cloud, nearer is the 
Hippodrome de Longchamp, the principal race- 
course of Paris; opposit are a mill with two towers 
and the remains of the ancient Abbey of Long- 
champ, with the village of Surennes beyond, and 
a little further off Mont Valerian. Surennes is the 
village where the wedding parties come for a din- 
ner and jolly time, 80 vivaciously described by Zola. 
We 8^e the merry troops coming and going, full of 
happiness, ready for the wine, and music, and 
dancing. Picturesque, indeed, is the little village, 
as we wander over its motley streets, sparkling 
with the merriment of a varied sssemblage, ever 
moving about, eating, drinking, singing, and lov- 
ing. as bride and husband go dashing by. 

We then take boat for Paris along the river Seine. 
The city unfolds with ever-changing splendor. St. 
Cloud, with its fountains, appears where the old 
palace stood. The palace in which Napoleon III. 
exploited his royalty is now vanished for ever. We 
pass by the great Eiffel Tower, which rears itself a 
thousand feet aloft, the ruins of the palace of the 
Council of State, and underneath the thronged 
bridges. We land and visit Notre Dame, around 
whose venerable walls Paris began many centuries 
ago. This cathedral is on an island in the heart of 
the city. We walk within its storied gloom. It 
was founded in 1163, on the site of a church of the 
fourth century. The towers are 223 feet high. The 
view from the top is one of the finest in the city, 
embracing the course of the Seine, with its numer- 
ous bridges, the public buildings, etc. After the 
church we visit the morgue. What a study of man 
is here !—the darkness, the terror of life, its loneli- 
ness, its desolation, its despair. From thence we 
bend our way to where once stood the Bastille. It 
is all gone. Not a rack is left behind. Only a few 
circular stones in the pavement tell the story of its 
existence. The site is now crowded with business. 
Ten thousand feet now hurry along where once was 
the lonely prisoner. The column of July here towers 
into the glorious sunshine in honor of the heroes 
who fell in the Revolution of 1830. 

Sunday is too stormy to take train for Versailles, 
about twelve miles from Paris. In the alternate 
rain and shine we visit the garden of the Tuileries, 
the statue of Gambetta, the Place du Carrousel, 
etc. Thence to the Hotel des Invalides, with its 
conspicuous gilded dome, a vast establishment oc- 
cupying an area of about thirty acres. The tomb 
of Napoleon is beneath the dome, in an open circu- 
lar crypt. The walls are of polished slabs of granit, 
adorned with marble reliefs. On the pavement are 
recorded the names of the battles and victories of 
Napoleon. The mosaic represents a wreath of lau- 
rels. The sarcophagus is a single huge block of 
reddish-brown granit, fourteen feet high, thirteen 
feet long, and weighing sixty-seven tons, beautiful 
and massiv in appearance, befitting the grave of the 
mightiest warrior of modern times. Above the 
grave rises the dome toa hight of 160 feet. In 
front of the chapel appears a gigantic image of 
Jesus crucified — a strange combination indeed. 
From the windows the blue and golden tint falls 
upon the cross and figure, giving a somewhat 
ghastly aspect to the solemn grandeur of the scene. 
It fills one with awe to behold these colossal images 
and trophies, but I could not help saying to myself: 
“This is a lie and not a truth. This pageantry is 
not for the service of man. It is the incarnation 
of ambition and superstition." 

In the afternoon we visit Vincennes and St. 
Maude. From the top of the tramway we view the 
Palais de Justice, the Tribunal de Commerce, the 
Hotel-Dieu, the Place de Chatelet, the Hotel de 
Ville. We roll into the boulevard Henri IV., and 
thence into the Rue de Faubourg St. Antoine of 
sanguinary and revolutionary fame. What a mighty 
history is connected with this volcanic thorough- 
fare, teeming still with rebellious spirits! We reach 
the Place de la Nation, which forms the eastern ex- 
tremity of Paris. At St. Maude a Sunday féte is 
going on. Itis a curious sight. All sorts of exhi- 
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bitions are there—-entertainments, music, sleight- 
of-hand, mesmerism, theaters, dancing, and varieties 
too numerous to mention. It is a picture of the 
way the working people of Paris enjoy themselvs. 
They are in favor of a lot of fun, they are not 
aqueamish in their methods, and they don’t believe 
in a solemn Sunday. 
_ Monday, all the places of exhibition, the Louvre, 
etc., are closed. Itis “cleaning up” day. This ia 
sensible, to keep open on Sunday and close on Mon- 
day for repairs. ; 
We visit Pere-Lachaise, the largest burial ground 
in Paris. It covers an area of 160 acres. It is in 
the northeast part of the city, on one of its loftiest 
elevations. The number of monuments in this vast 
necropolis is 20,000. ‘There are memorials of many 
illustrious persons—Abelard and Heloise, Rachel, 
Chopin, Talma, Marshal Ney, Laplace, Balzac, Comte. 
It is impossible to enumerate the celebrated dead. 
Entering this wonderful cemetery, the mausoleum 
of thousands, we feel what Wordsworth so beauti- 
fully sings 


about two and one-half acres of ground, from which 
rises the extraordinary and airy fabric of interlaced 
iron-work. Beneath the first platform is a kind of 
huge triumphal archway. : This first platform has 
an area of 5860 square yards, 190 feet high; the 
second platform is 32 yards square and 380 feet 
high; the third and last platform is 904 feet from 
the ground, thirteen yards across, and can hold 800 
people. The Lantern overhead rises 79 feet higher. 
One thousand seven hundred and ninety-two steps 
lead from base to summit. 

Of course the American visitor must mount to 
the top of this unique tower; for certainly no- 
where else is there such a view of Paris and its en- 
virons. We first ascend by elevator or “lift,” to 
the first platform, and here we remain for awhile 
enchanted with the extensiv prospect. The city 
lies before us in its varied magnificence. We then 
take a higher flight to the second platform. We 
now begin to look beyond the hills of Paris to the 
far country. Having drank in this exhilarating 
view, with a sort of mild intoxication, almost dizzi- 
ness, we might say, we begin the last and final voy- 
age to theskies. Slowly we creep up the aérial iron 
pathway, while each moment unfolds a more re- 
splendent picture. It makes the heart tremble . 
somewhat as we climb, climb, climb, for if anything 
should break, there would be a fall, equal to that 
of Adam. It is no use to think of it. We are 
in the cage and must travel upward. It made me 
sbrink to look from the Washington monument, 
555 feet high, but now I am nearly a thousand feet 
high. We reach the topmost floor, and step forth. 
What a wonderful view! in some directions ninety 
miles, in others fifty miles away. We seeall around 
Paris, the vast forests, the ten thousand dwellings; 
the great public edifices, the Louvre, the Tuileries ; 
the cathedrals, the Pantheon; the winding river ; 
the many bridges; the hundreds of boats. We see 
Montma..re, with its towering Catholic church bid- 
ding d iance to modern thought; Pere-Lachaise, 
with it; wooded hight, and beyond the luminous 
fields, the villages, the declivities and vales; the 
whole vast expanse like a bright, palpitating sea 
sinking into the distant horizon with mingling 
glories of azure and of silver. One realizes here 
the greatness of Paris. You seem to be taking a 
hird’s flight over its vast extent, while with the 
power of a magician you pierce its thousand ways 
of toil and wealth. You rejoice in the genius of 
humanity, in the skilled hand and illuminated brain 
that could build this mighty monument, and pour 
upon the enraptured vision such riches of land and 
sky. Itisarare and thrilling experience to wan- 
der in this lofty pavilion; to see the empire of 
man, the vast world shining beneatu, and above the 
victorious rays of his advancing science. 

Sauuzr P. Pournam. 


cheese. The show of flowers isa charming sight. 
Here is where one ean see something of the real 
life of Paris, and the men and women in it who do 
the work. Here you see them throng by the thou- 
sand to buy the necessaries of life. Here you see 
all sorts and conditions of people. It is a study of 
human nature that is quite endless. You might 
spend days in these market places, and always find 
something novel. The frogs and snails were espe- 
cially novel.to me. The frogs look nice and dainty, 
and I could eat them, although it seems as if it 
would take a dozen to satisfy an ordinary appetite. 
I don’t believe, however, I can eat snails yet. They 
do not look at all inviting. They are said to bea 
very delicate luxury. I am told that if I could eat 
an English “ winkle,” I ought certainly be able to 
goa French snail. Well, I havn't tried a “winkle” 
yet, and rather hesitate to do so. It is said that 
the daily bill of Paris for meat, wine, and bread 
alone amounts to 3,000,000 francs. 

I cannot in this letter enumerate all the places I 
glance at in Paris from 7 a.m. to 122m. Of course, 
I visit the Louvre, where there are miles and miles 
of paintings and miles and miles of statues. You 
could not walk through it in a day’s travel. I also 
visit the Hotel de Cluny, the galleries of the Lux- 
embourg and the gardens, the Column Vendome, the 
Opera House, Palace of Trocadero, Statue of the 
Republie, church of St. Eustache, the Place of Ex- 
eoution, etc. I found it impossible to visit the 
Catacombs, St. Germain, Fontainebleau, Versailles, 
'and the Bourse; but I feel that I hav seen enough 
of- Paris to giv a broad idea of its character- 
istics, its tendencies, its business and currents of 
life. I have seen it in my own way and I 
hav formed my own judgment. It is said that 
Paris is a wicked city. It is no more wicked than 
London, New York, or Chicago. All that you see 
in Paris can be seen in those cities. Paris isa 
cosmopolis of luxury. 
` People come from all quarters of the globe to 
enjoylife here. They come with money. Of course 
Paris will giv them what they want, and generally 
in an open manner and above board. There is, 
however, no more immorality in Paris than else- 
where, only there is far less hypocrisy. We see 
what is going on. There is no false modesty or 
humbug. There is more personal liberty in Paris 
than in any other city. The police generally mind 
their own business. They don’t seem anxious to 
arrest à man or knock him down. I saw one take 
hold of a drunken fellow in a fatherly sort of a way 
and urge him to go home and behave himself. In 
Paris they wisely let human nature alone, unless a 
crime is committed, and then punishment is gener- 
ally sure. I saw one poor woman fighting against 
the policemen, refusing to be arrested, crying out 
in wild accents, throwing herself upon the pave- 
ment, and being dragged along. It might hav been 
an injustice. I donot know. It was a strange and 
sudden eruption into the brilliancy of Paris of the 
dark and seething channel beneath, of which now and 
then we catch a momentary glimpse. This is not ex- 
ceptional to Paris. It isso the world over. We know 
not the misery, the crime, the despair that exist. 
It makes the heart sick when some ghastly vision 
sweeps thus vividly upon the view. However, I 
saw only one drunken man and one drunken woman 
while in Paris. ` 

A week in Paris is crowded with incident. An 
ever-varying panorama is before you, of which I can 
giv only a sketch—a few flashes of the hundreds of 
scenes, the masses of people, the lights and shad- 
ows of the city. It is estimated that Paris has a- 
population of over two millions, against the more 
than five millions of London. Here are no such 
billowing crowds as there. Even New York and 
Chicago convey an idea of more business. People 
don’t seem to “hustle” at all in Paris, and there is 
no pushing, no hurrying. There is an air of equa 
nimity about the Frenchman, as if he had reached 
the top and had nothing in particular todo. The 
everlasting go-ahead of the Anglo-Saxon race is not 
apparent. Your real Frenchman is after all a home- 
body, and there are thousands of quiet firesides in 
Paris. He is somewhat sedate along with his viva 
city. Those who surge the streets, visit all the 
wicked places, and see the sights arc generally for- 
eigners who when at home go to chm à and prayer 
meeting; they come to Paris to hav eir “fling,” 
and put the blame upon the accommo 1ating Pari- 
sian, who shrugs his shoulders and thinks these 
would-be moralists rather '* fresh." . 

I must close my account of Paris with the Eiffel 
Tower, à marvel of human ingenuity. We do not 
see its massivness, its grace, its loftiness, until we 
stand beneath the mighty pillar itself. We then 
realize the grandeur of its construction. It is the 
loftiest monument in the world, attaining a hight’ 
of 984 feet. Itis a marvelous specimen of the ac- 
curate skill of modern science. The base covers 


There is 
One great society alone on earth 
The noble living and the noble dead. 

I hav never been in a cemetery like this before. 
There is nothing like it in England or America that 
I know of by report or actual vision. It is beauti- 
ful. There is awe, and yet attraction, in its solemn 
glory. It is indeed a city of the dead. Never did 
the phrase, “City of the Dead," seem so appro- 
priate. There are no head-stones or monuments, 
such as we hav in our cemeteries. The bodies are 
placed in a deep vault, from ten to twenty in each, 
I should judge, and then over these vaults are 
built beautiful little temples, with every variety of 
architecture and sculpture, lovely and sublime, so 
that, as you enter the cemetery, it seems as if you 
were entering a beautiful marble city, with noble 
avenues and glorious trees that bend over and drop 
sweet music as you wander on and on in gentle and 
poetic melancholy, soothed by the sad loveliness of 
the entrancing scene, filled with thoughts of the 
immortal dead, seeing the richness of the present 
world in the glory of that which has vanished for- 
ever. I visited the graves of the Anarchists and 
Communists in a lonely part of the cemetery where 
they perished, with the red wreaths still flinging 
their somber splendor over the scene. Blindly and 
madly as they fought and died, with the bloody ban- 
ner over them, even they represented something of 
the eternal worth of man ‘and his heroic spirit. 
Let. the evil be forgotten, and the true and beauti- 
ful survive in the majestic gloom of death. 

From the lofty central portion of Pere-Lachaise 
is a commanding view of the city, and as I looked 
forth upon the vast and thronging world of the liv- 
ing, glittering far away with myriad lusters, I could 
but feel that the dead were still with us in the 
dseds they wrought; in the thoughts they uttered. 

‘From the past comes the bloom of to-day. The 
old must ever mingle with the new. 

We hav to make the most of our time at Paris, 
and arise at half-past six o’clock, and, like the busy 
bee, “improve each shining hour,’ for time and 
fortune only permit us to remain until Wednesday 
morning. When we die we hope, like every good 
American, to go to Paris. In the meantime, how- 
ever, we must make the moat of the life that now 
is. Before breakfast we visit the Palais-Royal; the 
Rue de Rivoli, one of the most important streets of 
Paris, named in honor of Napoleon’s victory over 
the Austrians; the Rue du Pont-Neuf; the Made- 
leine, with its imposing colonnade of Corinthian col- 
umns; the Place de la Concorde, the finest in the 
world, 390 yards in length, and 235 yards in width, 
bounded by the Seine, the Champ Elysées, and the 
garden of the Tuileries. From it are ample views 
of the Madeleine, the Chamber of Deputies, the 
Champ Elysées, and the Triumphal Arch. 

In 1792 the guillotine began its bloody work 
here. Louis XVI. was executed 1793, Charlotte 
Corday was beheaded, Marie Antoinette suffered 
the death penalty, Danton also, Anacharsis Cloots, 
&nd Robespierre. Over 2,000 persons hav perished 
here by the guillotine. The bloody past was sought 
to be forgotten, and when the Obelisk of Luxor 
was presented by Mehemet Ali the name Place de 
la Coneorde was finally given, and in the beauty 
and grandeur of art and industry the terrible 
memories vanish away. 

We also visit the Hall Centrales, one of the most 
interesting and lively places in Paris, a vast struct- 
ure, chiefly of iron. The “halls” consist of ten 
pavilions, between which run covered streets. The 
whole building fills a space of twenty-two acres. 
It is the great market center of Paris. An immense 
business is transacted every morning. It is esti- 
mated that 15,000 vehieles are employed in the 
traffic. The supplies include fish, poultry, game, 
oysters, frogs, snails, vegetables, fruit, butter, and 
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The Savage Thinks He Sees Purpose in Nature. 


There is one thing about teleology* that nearly 
everyone who has thought on the subject must hav 
remarked. It is this—namely, that the more bar- 
barie and ignorant the people we are concerned 
with, the more abundant in their view is the evi- 
dence in favor of teleology. To the savage almost 
everything exists as a sign or thing of import in re- 
lation to some mind. If it rains more than usual, : 
producing a flood, there is teleology in this flood. 
The gods or demons did not produse it for naught. 
There is design, there is purpose in it. It is “ real- 
ized end” for some sky-mind or cloud-thought. 
The wind does not develop into a hurricane for 
naught, the moon is not eclipsed, the lightning 
does not flash, two birds do not fly to the left, the 
entrails do not move, the man does not fall ill, the 
cat does not sneeze, the foot does not slip for 
naught. In all these there is teleology, there is de- 
sign, there is purpose. They exist as realized ends 
for some mind or minds. The skeptic may ask how 
we know this. We can only reply, It must be so. 
Everything we ourselvs produce we produce having 
in view some definit end or purpose. Are we tosup- 
pose that the gods are intellectually inferior to our- 
selvs, that they are such dolts as to produce things 
purposelessly? So long as we believe that the 
known universe of stars and planetsis some sort of 
intellectual unity (the belief of Pantheism), or some 
sort of system carried on essentially on the mental 
methods of an anthropoid ape (the belief of The- 
ism), we must, of course, go on believing in teleol- 
ogy. When, however, we discover reasons for We- 
lieving that the universe need not necessarily bean 
anthropoid ape, or under the control of an anthro- 
poid—that there is, in fact, less reason for ascrib- 
ing personality or mind to the universe than for 
ascribing it to a stone—we must, of course, giv up 
teleology on the grand scale. Lange, who is hostil 


* TargonoaY— The science or doctri of the final causes 
of things. — Webster. : 
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to Materialism, writing on teleology in his * History 
of Materialism,” says: “ All teleology has its root 


in the view that the builder of the universe acts in | p 


such a way that a man must, on the analogy of hu- 
man reason, call his action purposeful. - - : I 
can now, however, be no longer doubted that na- 
ture proceeds in a way which has no similarity with 
human purposefulness. On this point we 
need wait for no further proof; the facts speak so 
plainly, and in the most various provinces of nature 
so unanimously, that no view of things is henceforth 
admissible which contradicts these facts and their 
necessary meaning.” Teleology is based on the 
crudest analogies, and is on an intellectual level 
with fetishism.— J. H. Beatty, in Agnostic Journal. 


Observations. 


Piety in our public institutions is not on the uni- 
versal wane, as the theocratic calamity howlers 


would hav us believe. The capacity of one place 
of worship supported by this state has been 
doubled within the past two years. It isthe chapel 
of the King’s county penitentiary. 


My respects to Monsieur Delannoy. He is the 
impostor extraordinary who fooled the promoters 
of the grotto of Lourdes until they almost came to 
believe that there must be something in that fake 
themselvs. Delannoy was once a warder in a hospi- 
tal, and there became convinced that less exertion 
was required to be a patient than to take care of one. 
He therefore shammed paralysis, and heroically en- 
dured the doctors’. treatment for locomotor ataxia. 
But at last the doctors went to blistering him and 
hanging him up by the neck, so that life became a 
burden to him, and in 1889 he went to Lourdes 
to be healed by miracle. The game worked well. 
Arriving at the grotto in an apparently collapsed 
condition, he was carried to the gulch where the 
Virgin Mary is supposed to preside. Here they 
placed him prostrate, and he remained so for some 
hours. 'Chen, as one inspired, he stood up, threw 
away his crutches, and walked forth singing a hymn 
of praise. The other pilgrims formed a pro- 
cession behind him and joined in the song. De- 
lannoy at once became famous, and for years his 

‘miraculous cure has been used for advertising pur- 
poses by the promoters of the grotto. His is the 
one case for which Emile Zola, in his work on 

~ Lourdes, confesses himself to be unable to account. 

But M. Delannoy couldn’t stand prosperity, and 
abused his opportunities. He was a natural thief, 
and having a chance to steal he didso. The priests 
were slow to admit that their miracle of grace was 
a common criminal, but the secular authorities were 
skeptical, and the man who had fooled the doctors 
was exposed by a justice of the peace. Delannoy 

“threw a fit” when arrested, but without any good 

result to himself. He was “brought to” by a 

policeman, and upon conviction sentenced to four 
years’ imprisonment and to police surveillance for 
ten years. And thus his career has ended. He had 
been shamming all the time. I extend my respects 

to Monsieur Delannoy because, although he is a 
colossal fraud, he has contributed his mite toward 
the exposure of a bigger one than himself. 


The efficacy of prayer has lately undergone a 
crucial test in Dallas, Tex., and the residual calx is 
found to be wind. As related by Dr. George S. 
Lincoln, president of the Dallas Freethinkers’ Asso- 
ciation, the circumstances were that Mrs. S. J. 
Sweeney, president of the Dallas Women’s Christian 
Temperance Association, attended a meeting of the 
local Freethought society, and requested the name 
of the speaker in order that she might pray for his 
conversion. The name was given her, together with 
that of the secretary, the conditions being, accord- 
ing to Dr. Lincoln’s account, that if neither was 
converted within three months, Mrs. Sweeney 
should admit that there was either no God or no 
force in prayer. Mrs. Sweeney’s version of the 
terms is that if neither was “touched” inside of the 
specified time, then she was to allow them (the 
speaker and the secretary) to make the denial. The 
difference between admitting anything and allowing 
another to admit it is not conspicuous, but as Mrs. 
Sweeney seems to think it vital, her amendment 
may be agreed to. The main point is that, in an- 
swer to her prayers, something was to happen 
inside of the three months beginning on June 4th, 
the date of the meeting. 

This interesting incident, which attained general 
publicity through the newspapers, came to the 
notice of the Rev. Dr. Buckley, editor of the Chris- 
tian Advocate, who at once put himself in epis- 
tolary communication with Mrs. Sweeney, in order 
to find out what she had been doing. Her reply 
makes him very weary, for it confirms the report 
as given by Dr. Lincoln, with the exception, before 


noted, that she never agreed to surrender her 
faith in God whether he paid any attention to her 
rayers or not. It would naturally be supposed 
that faith like this, in a skeptical age, must com- 


t[mand the admiration of every believer, but Dr. 


Buckley fails to enthuse. While admitting that 
Mrs. Sweeney’s moral courage may be commended, 
he regards the presence of Christians at Infidel 
meetings as of “doubtful propriety,” and Mrs. 
Sweeney’s indiscretion in being there at all is, on 
the whole, about as serious as the offense of ap- 
pearing in bloomers. He says further that pro- 
fessional lecturers against Christianity are not 
worthy of reply. Perchance he means not suscep- 
tible of reply, but “ worthy” is the euphemism he 
employs. ‘‘ Moreover,” continues the editor of the 
Advocate, *no positiv promis can be found in the 
Bible that God will convert such persons in answer 
to prayer. On the contrary, it is explicitly stated 
that there are some for whom no prayer will 
avail.” Again, “Others are described as ‘ past feel- 


given either in this world or the world to come." 
Let the speaker and secretary reflect on that, and 
then listen: “Brazen, fierce, profane opponents of 
all religion, as well as those who make it a subject 
of buffoonery, may be prayed for indeed, but they, 
their writings, and their speeches should be avoided 
as one would shun an infected district.” Finally: 


** An excellent biblical prescription for dealing with 


such persons, when one finds himself unexpectedly 
in their presence, is this: ‘Go from the presence of 
a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the 
lips of knowledge.’ The presence of Christian 
people in such places invariably makes capital for 
the blasphemer.” 

If Dr. Buckley had put his closing proposition 
first, the rest of his objections to Mrs. Sweeney’s 
attending the meeting of the Dallas Freethinkers 
would not hav needed to be written. The presence 
of Christian persons does, of course, make capital 
for the Freethought lecturer. That is why they 
are so cordially invited to attend. If you listen to 
a Christian person outside a Freethought gathering, 
especially in a pulpit or at an experience meeting, 
you will hav to either doubt his word or believe 
that he is simply in pain through his inability to 
meet and confound some denier of God and prayer. 
You know he is bluffing, but to call him is to calla 
policemen. When the Christian person enters a 
Freethought assemblage he leaves his power of 
arrest outside, and faces the audience on equal 
terms. His belief not being capable of either de- 
monstration or convincing argument, he becomes 
capital, or at least raw material, for the “ blas- 
phemer.” Dr. Buckley knows how worthless or- 
dinary religious statements become the minute they 
are denied and proof called for. He sees with im- 
patience that Mrs. Sweeney has taken the promises 
of God altogether too seriously, as though their ful- 
filment was to be expected, and hence the rebuke. 
Such a thing as her prayers being answered in this 
instance does not enter his head. In fact, he has a 
firm grasp on the truth that prayers are never 
answered, and ten days before the expiration of the 
time allotted to the test he writes in perfect confi- 
dence that God will pay no attention to Mrs. 
Sweeney’s petition. A manof more faith might hav 
hedged, along toward the first of September, but 
while any chance remained that accident could 
bring about the result prayed for he would not hav 
volunteered an explanation of the failure. . 

An event like the conversion of Mrs. Sweeney to 


unbelief through the non-success of her prayers is. 


not to be looked for. She can never hav had any rea- 
son for believing in prayer, and can therefore hav 
no less. But whether or not in this crisis she loses 
faith in God, it would be altogether surprising if 
she did not withdraw whatever confidence she may 
hav reposed in the Rev. Dr. Buckley. 


The City Vigilance League of New York is not 
averse to achieving its ends by the degradation of 
our youth. Into court last week camé Frederick 
Schrenker, aged 16, as a witness against a saloon- 
keeper of whom, he alleged, he had purchased beer 
on Sunday. The magistrate inquired of him if he 
was in the habit of drinking beer in saloons, and he 
replied that this was the first time in his life that 
he had ever done so. Whereupon the magistrate 
addressed him in this fatherly manner: “My boy, 
don't do again what you did on Sunday. You might 
get in the habit of drinking, and that would ruin 
you. The society ought to be ashamed to ask boys 
of your age to get this evidence, and so destroy 
your morals. Let men get evidence against the 
places, and you boys keep out of them.” 

Such advice is sound as to the drink habit, but 
in this case the worst of the two evils involved was 
permitted to pass unprobed. The infamy of the 


ing,’ whom it is impossible to renew unto repent- 
ance, as having committed sins that can not be for- 


transaction lay in the circumstances under which 
the beer was drank. A man once said to another, 
« You are a fool.” “Sir,” was the reply, “you are 
drunk" “I know I am,” said the first man, “ but 
to-morrow I shall be sober, while you will always be 
the same damned fool you are to day.” Exactly so 
with the boys employed by the City Vigilance 
League to get evidence against Sabbath-breakers. 
The effects of the beer will pass off in a headache, 
but the influence of a mean act is not so ephemeral. 
For the inebriate there abides abstinence, the tem- 
perance pledge, and the gold cure, but what can 
rehabilitate and clothe in self-respect the Sunday 
‘sneak ? 


Keir Hardie, the ex-member of the British Parlia- 
ment who has come to our shores as the apostle of 
Socialism, is a disappointing individual. Person. 
ally, he is commonplace; intellectually, consider- 
ably less. His first break here in New York is to 
applaud the enforcement of the Sunday laws, and 
to express the hope that the assault on Sabbath- 
breakers at this point is but “the beginning of a 
fight which is to extend all over the country." Pro- 
ceeding in the same line, Mr. Hardie says that So- 
cialism is Christianity, and that he has the same 
faith in it as a system of economics that he reposes 
in it as a way of salvation. In addition to being 
sentimentally pious, the Socialist ex-member of 
Parliament is inordinately vain. Nordau would call 
him an egomaniac. Exhibiting his miner’s cap to 
an audience, he related that this same piece of 
headgear had created consternation in the House of 
Commons, the members pretending, says he, that 
they objected to the cap; but, he adds, senten- 
tiously, “It was not the cap they were afraid of, 
but the head inside of it.” Of such timber is Mr. 
Keir Hardie, apostle of Socialism and Jesus Christ. 
One advantage enjoyed by these fellows who are so 
stuck on themselvs is that they are not troubled 
with rivals. 

I wouldn’t say it myself, nor would I believe it 
on the word of a male citizen, but when Mrs. M. 
Florence Johnson, a daughter of Moses Hull and a 
contributor to Lucifer, the organ of sex emancipa- 
tion, asserts, unrebuked by the editor, that woman 
is enslaved because she prefers the comparativ ease 
of chains to the hard work necessary to industrial 
independence, there can be no offense in repeating 
the remark—more especially as it appears to be 
true. The thought has often occurred to this de- 
ponent that if there were no statute law whatever 
to govern in the matter, the relations of men 
and women would be substantially what they are 
now. That is, the woman would do the house- 
work and the man would take the responsibility of 
grub-staking the outfit. The question of “sphere” 
has nothing to do with it—it is the line of least re- 
sistance for both parties. Eliminating that species 
of insanity designated as “love,” which is but 
another form of ‘avarice, and allowing for the disso- 
lution of the partnership at the instance of one or 
both parties, I conceive that the arrangement is as 
near perfect as any that could be entered into by 
fools. 


Adherents of the Prohibition party, after the 
manner of an evil and adulterous generation, are 
looking fora sign. They want a party emblem to 
put at the head of their ticket. Some would choose 
& lamb, as a symbol of the innocence and purity of 
the Rev. Dr. Funk, while others suggest a picture 
of Niagara Falls, typifying the eloquence of the 
Hon. John G. Woolley of Chicago. These, though 
beautiful, are basically inadequate. It would re- 
quire a policeman with drawn club and a Prohibi- 
tion office-holder with drawn salary to represent all 
there really is in the movement. 

Guo. E. Maopoxarp. 


Jeremiah Hacker. 


All Freethinkers in the United States hav heard 
of Jeremiah Hacker, the veteran fighter of shams. 
To very many his name has long been a household 
word.’ Four decades and more ago he was pub- 
lishing the Pleasure Boat at Portland, Maine. It 
found its way into all parts of the country where 
there were progressiv men and women, and it did an 
immense amount of good pioneer work. It exposed 
the contradictions and barbarities of the Bible in a 
trenchant, homely way that could not fail to leave 
a lasting impression on the mind of the thinking 
reader, and he traveled and lectured in the same 
cause seventy years ago. In a letter to S. P. Put- 
nam, which appears in “Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought,” he tersely tells his life story : 

Seventy years ago I commenced lecturing against 
priesteraft. I traveled thousands of miles and delivered 


hundreds of lectures. I never took & fee at the door, 
nor permitted a contribution box to be passed, nor said 
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anything about money. The people were in such a con- 
dition then that if I had asked for pay they would hav 
said that the dollar was -all that I was after. I had to 
force them into the belief that I was working for their 
welfare, and wanted to free them from the bondage of 
the churches. In 1845 I met James Arrington 
Olay in Gardiner, Maine. He was the first outspoken 
Infidel I became acquainted with. He published a large 
book and circulated it free. He gave me five or more, 
for which I pledged my overcoat. I started a Liberal 
paper, the Pleasure Boat, aud, with asmall beginning, I 
ran the paper for sixteen years, and sent it at least One 
year to every man, woman, or child that asked for it, 
whether they paid for it or not. I had subseribers 
among the most enlightened class iu every state in the 
Union. At that time Maine had vast quantities of land 
which it was selling to Shylocks in large tracts. Through 
my paper, and appeals to the governor aud legislature, I 
gota law to giv every Jandless man in Maine, and who 


would settle on it, one hundred and sixty sores of land. 


for fifty cents an acre, and this to be paid in labor— 
making roads, etc. Then I saw scores of farmers, each 
with a two-horse wagon, covered with cloth, containing 
their beds, dishes, tools, wives and children—all they bad 
in the world —s:eering for the wilderness. als 
got & reform school established for juvenil offenders, at 
Westbrook, near Portland. 


Mr. Hacker has resided at Vineland, N. J., for a 
number of years, and has kept up his warfare with 
the legions of ignorance and superstition, in verse 
and prose ridiculing and arguing against the doc- 
trin of biblical inspiration, and attacking the pop- 
ular follies and wrongs of his time. Six years ago 
his companion, whom, in the old Pleasure Boat, he 
always. tenderly and respectfully spoke of as his 
* Mate,” was laid to rest at Vineland. And now he 
reposes beside her. For Jeremiah Hacker is dead 
—dead in the fulness of years and of services. 
" his card from H. G. Heacock, who cared for him 
in the closing days of his life, tells how he died: 


That noblest of all our band of Freethinkers, Jeremiah 
Hacker, died at 5.30 o’clock this morning, August 30th, 
and never before in my life hav I witnessed so quiet, 
peaaceful, and painless a death. He had no disease, but 
grew weaker day by day and the candle burned out be- 
fore he reached the hoped-for century milestone. Last 
May he was ninety-four. 


The New York Herald of September 1st has this 
account of the man who was an Infidel to the end: 


VINELAND, N. J., Aug, 81, 1895.—The funeral this 
afternoon of Jeremiah Hacker, & poet and author, who 
died on Thursday, at the age of ninety-four, was held 
without rites or ceremonies of any kind, and the body 
was conveyed to the graveyard in an ordinary wagon. 

He was born at Brunswick, Me., in 1802, and received 
only a common school education. When yet a very 
young man he began teaching school for a living. His 
attacks upon the Bible, howerer, soon gained him wide 
notoriety, and he became editor of the Pleasure Boat, 
published at Portland, Me. The paper had an extensiv 
ciroulation, but when on the eve of the rebellion he advo- 
cated peace the circulation of the paper quickly melted 
away. . 

He then came to Vineland, where his attacks upon the 
church again put him before the public. He composed 
poems ridiculing the Bible, and, followed by men and 
boys, walked through the principal streets of the town sing- 
ing his poems and preaching to the crowds. An announce- 
ment in the daily papers that he would appear in the pub- 
lic equare always attracted a crowd. Mr. Hacker was 
firm in his belief that he was doing good, and his large 
fortune was spent in inculcating his ideas. He was lib- 
eral to the poor. ty 

When his wife died, six years ago, Mr. Hacker erected 
two tombstones on his lot at Siloam cemetery. On his 
wife’s was inscribed, underneath the usual legend the 
question, ‘‘ Where Is God?” On his own tombstone was 
carved the following: ‘‘The Angry, Wrathful Bible God 
Is a Myth.” 

These tombstones, so close to monuments piously in- 
scribed; caused much comment, and many persons: vis- 
ited the graveyard to see ‘‘those awful tombstones.” 
Lot owners appealed to the trustees to hav the offensiv 
slabs removed, but the trustees became divided over the 
question, and the tombstones are still standing. 

Mr. Hacker was a member of the **Ten Dollar Ooffin 
Society,” of this place, the rules of which will not allow 
any member to be buried, at an expense exceeding $10. 
His last words were & request to be buried in a cheap 
box, and without a hearse. The latter part of the request 
was carried out, but to the first part his friends would 
not consent. Mr. Hacker’s death was calm. 


We do not know how large a fortune Mr. Hacker 
had earlier in life nor after the time of the incident 
he mentions in the quotation we hav made from his 
letter to Mr. Putnam, where he speaks of leaving 
his overcoat as security for a few books; but it is 

' certain that recently he has been very poor, so poor 
that it was feared he would be thrown on the 
charity of the outside world, and to prevent this 
the Freethinkers of the country contributed money 
for his assistance. 

Jeremiah Hacker seems almost to hav belonged 
to another century. He was more than double the 
age of the oldest man in Tar Taur Szzxzr office, 
with the exception of one compositor, and the 
sprightliest of us can only faintly hope that we 
can retain to the end of life the clearness and 
vigor of intellect that were his to the last. He 
was loyal to the truth as he saw it; he was an 
honest worker, a fearless speaker, a generous 
helper, ard in death he signed no treaty of peace 
with superstition, hypocrisy, and despotism. At 
his graveside we uncover in sincere respect for a 


true man, and pledge ourselys anew to battle un- 
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ceasingly against the Christian church and all that 
it represents of devotion to darkness and treason to 
human liberty. 


The Old, Old Problem. 


In a recent number of Tue Trourn Szexer, under 
* News and Notes," Mr. S. P Putnam says: «Of 
course, true philosophy,.as well as true science, will 
result in Atheism and Materialism. There can be 
no other conclusion. It must be conceded that 
material phenomena are the antecedent of mental 
phenomena, and while material phenomena are 
everywhere in time and space as we experience it, 
mental phenomena occupy but a very small portion 
of universal existence. So far as we know, such 
phenomena are only on this planet." ` 

Is Mr. Putnam justified in the assertion that 
mental phenomena are only on this planet? Does 
he not know that animal life and intelligence are 
co-existent, be the plane ever so low? That as one 
improves the other also improves, and that when a 
planet is sufficiently developed for life to manifest 
itself it is ready to make that manifestation, let 
that be where it may? Our planet is no better 
than others equally well-developed, and there are 
celestial orbs far in advance of ours. 

Every force of nature is equally applieable to 
every celestial orb in existence, 80 soon as it is suf- 
ficiently developed to receive that force, whether it 
be applicable to only inorganic or also to organic 
existence; therefore that assumption must be a 
mistake. : 

The force or principle we call spirit is always 
ready to combine with matter as soon as the planet 
is ready to receive it, and the result is life and 
mind, or intelligence. Now the question arises, Is 
matter the ruler of this spirit force, or is it the re- 
verse? Is spirit force older than matter, or the re- 
verse? I will venture the assertion that they are 
co-existent, and also co-existent with all. other 
forces in nature’s process of development, which is 
evolution; therefore I deny that material phenom- 
ena are antecedent to mental phenomena. Matter 
may be so attenuated or disintegrated that the in- 
fluence of gravitation is not perceptible, but gravi- 
tation is ready to assert its power of attraction so 
soon as this matter is sufficiently consolidated to 
feel its force. This, however, is not evidence that 
matter is antecedent to the attraction of gravita- 
tion. I perceive that Materialism has grown out of 
antagonism to past religions, or rather, supersti- 
tions, and I want to search for the truth rather than 
antagonism. 

Much in the article quoted from is true, and in 
harmony with the cosmic philosophy, which I be- 
lieve to be true philosophy. I make another quo- 
tation: ‘Clearing away these stumbling-blocks, we 
hav simply material and mental phenomena, known 
only by sensation and reflection, but really known 
as they are.” 

This passage requires some definit line to divide 
material from mental; we would like to know 
where one ends and the other begins. Is space a 
material property? Is matter material? Is time 
material? Are the fdérces or attractions, such as 
attraction of gravitation or cohesion, or electrical 
attraction or chemical attraction, material or men- 
tal? Are they known only by sensation and reflec. 
tion, but known as they really are ? 

I will giv you my opinion on this subject: Space 
is inappreciable to man, except when represented 
by the existence of matter, a substance that can be 
known to man only through his external senses. 
Time is a definit portion of eternity, the unit of 
which is measured to us on the planet earth by its 
revolution on its axis, producing light and dark- 
ness through the presence or absence of the sun’s 
rays, one revolution being called a day, which is by 
man divided into hours, minutes, and seconds; or, 
when added together, are called months, years, or 
other measures of time. 

The forces of nature are not perceptible to our 
senses, excepting through their application. Grav- 
itation holds worlds together, and is manifested 
in the dewdrop or in the ocean’s depths. Cohesion 
is manifested to our senses through the mountains, 
rocks, trees, metals, etc; and of the other forces, 
each is known through its effects on nature, and 
only through its effects. Iam not prepared to di 
vide these properties into material and mental, 
although part are certainly material in character. 
Do any of these properties possess within themselvs 
intelligence? Yet life certainly manifests intelli- 
gence, which is derived from a union of spirit force 
with matter, although spirit force may not of itself 
possess intelligence, and matter inberently certainly 
does not. . Nevertheless, the union can produce 
this effect, on the principle that chemistry may mix 
two inert properties and the combination become a 
terrible explosiv, 


` The development of each and every planet had a 
beginning; life on each planet had a beginning, but — 
the primary elements in nature are as eternal as a 
God could possibly be. Space without matter, and 
matter without gravitation or cohesion, or any 
other of nature’s forces, is an absurdity. Each of 
these primary properties must of necesrity be in- 
herent in nature, ready for duty when conditions 
will permit. Growth or development is nature’s 
method ; it never goes backward, but advances with 
time. The leaves may fall, but the germ or tree 
puts forth a new growth. ; 

There are casualties or conflicts occurring in the 
operations of nature’s forces, such as storms, floods, 
fires, earthquakes, and various other phenomena 
that are destructiv to human life. The earthquake 
is the result of causes and effects that relate to the 
formation or development of the earth itself, but 
has no consciousness of the existence of man, there- 
fore it might swallow a city without the conscious- 
ness Of its existence. This line of argument will 
apply to all the other forces in nature that are not 
controled by intelligence. They are effects sub- 
ject to causes which are forces in nature not con- 
troled by intelligence, and which are not responsi- 
ble for what man sufters through their agency. 
There is no god in the case to save man or cause 
him to suffer, but mere casualties or conflicts in the 
processes of nature. 

I alluded to the spirit force that coalesces with 
matter and produces life. This life is not a erea- 
tion, but the effect of an existing cause as certainly 
as the hardened rock is the effect of the attraction 
of cohesion. Man passes the germinal period, the 
pre-natal, and the mundane, and retains his iden- 
tity, and in each transition his identity is intensi- 
fied. The germ cannot be said to contain life, 
although the germ of life is there. 'The pre natal 
is life in a very feeble state, but capable of growth, 
and after birth, although quite feeble, the powers 
of individuality are greatly increased, and growth 
or development is accelerated both physically and 
mentally. But after a time the physical attains 
maturity, and then the powers are directed to the 
development of the mental, which increases during 
mundane existence. 

Is it’ reasonable that this continuous chain of 
progression should be snapped off in oblivion? [Is 
not the same true of the tree, the infusoria, the 
dog, the plant—are they not all immortal?] Reason 
says cause must produce its effect, that one step 
taken compels another as the effect of an existing 
cause. Facts corroborate the reasoning, and phi- 
losophy sustains the evidence of a continuous higher 
existence. 

What hav been mentioned are primary condi- 
tions, and we hav only to cross the threshold to & 
higher school of development, of which spirit com- 
munion givs ample evidence, and this later transi- 
tion will be followed by others, we hav good reason 
to know. i 

Refusing or neglecting to investigate these facts 
is to be compared to the child that fails to learn the 
alphabet, which is a complete barrier to the acqui- 
sition of further lessons until it is mastered. There 
are other lessons ready for the pupil's acceptance 
as fast as he can receive them. So itis with future 
life—you cannot find the last lesson. 

Montpelier, Ind. Wirum ALLEN. 


Colonel Ingersoll?s Leeture Appointments. 


Sept. 8—Des Moines, Ia............................. Lincoln 
Sept. 17—Stamford, Oonn........................ esses Lincoln 
Sept. 29 New York city................ eene 

Oct. 6 —Boston, Mass................ cene 

. 71—Mancbester. N. H...................eseeessee 

. 8—Portland, Me........................ eene 

. 11—Brockton, Mass............. ees Shakspere 
. 12—Pawtucket, R. I... Lincoln 
. 18—Providenoce, BR: I...................... ess. 

. 30—Ohieago, Ill................. enne 

. 91—Aurora, 1ll..................... eee 

. 22— Joliet, Ill via 
. 28—Danville, Ill ....... 
. 24— Bloomington, Ill. 
. 25—Burlington, lowa 
. 96—Keokuk, Iowa.. 
. 97—8t. Louis, Mo.. 
. 283—Decataur, Ill........ S 
29—Champaign, Ill.................................. 
. 830—Lafayette, Ind 
. 91— Cra wfordsville, Ind.............................. 
. 1—Oolumbus, Ind.................... eee eere 
. 9— Hamilton, Ohio................................. 4. 
. 9— Cincinnati, Ohio. ....................... ess. 
. 4—Mt. Vernon, Ohio. .......................... e. 
. 5—Wheeling, W. V8... 
. 6—Pittsburg, Pa.......................eeeeeeeeeeess 


The annual Congress of the Freethought Federa- 
tion of America and the American Secular Union is 
to be held this year in New York city—October 25, 
36, and 27. The official call will be published in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER next week. 
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betters of Friends. | 


They Want the Pictures. 
Riverton, OR., Aug. 10, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $5, for sub- 
scription for one year to Tse TRUTH 
SEEKER and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book," :*'Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated," and pamphlets. 
Repectfully, Jos. Envy. 


CoronADo SPRINGS, CoL., Aug. 12, 1895. 
Mr Eprror: You will find inclosed $5.25, 
for which please send Tar Trura SEEKER 
and ‘Pictorial Text-Book” to J. W. 
Rumsey, and for the balance please send 
me '* Sixteen Crucified Saviors” and ‘‘The 
Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, Hymns, 
and Recitaticns.” 
Caas., D. SPRADLING. 


MoPnznsox's STATION, B. C.,) 

Aug. 7, 1895. ) 
Mz. Epiror: Iseain THE TRUTH SEEK ER, 
which a friend lent me, that you are giv- 
ing the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book” free to a 
new subscriber, therefore I would like you 
to send it to me along with Tue TaurH 
SEEKER for one year, also ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated" ‘‘ Hand- 
book of Freethought,” ‘‘ Age of Reason,” 

and the ‘‘ Bible Inquirer. " 
Yours, E. H. Forrest. 


After the ** Voice ?—**A Hell Rattler.” 
Oapenssura, N. Y , Aug. 20, 1895. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find fifty cents. 

for which send me ‘‘ Myth and Miracle,” 

and ‘‘Faith or Agnosticism.” I hav ex- 

amined your ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book," and 

it is what might be called a ‘‘Hell Rattler,” 

or, in other words, it is splendid. 

Gro, W. FLACK. 


Good Books to Circulate. 
Onr1caao, ILL., Aug. 19, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $3 50 for 
Toe Tror SEEKER and ''Field-Inger- 
soll” and *''Gladstone-Ingersoll" discus- 
sions. lam glad the price of the above 
books has been reduced, giving every per- 
son 8 chance to compare writings of the 
greatest exponents of the Christian creed 
with those of our truly noble Ingersoll. 

Success to the cause is the greatest wish 


of Yours truly, Joun C. Sprouse. 


For Foreign Missions. 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Aug. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I notice an appeal from 
Mr. Snow, of India, for tracts. If it meets 
your approval, I will buy $3 of books and 
tracts and also donate some of my own, 
the whole to be forwarded by you. Our 
friends in India should hav ammunition to 
oppose the missionaries, E. O. TUITLE. 
[All who desire to follow the good ex- 
ample of Friend Tuttle can send their con- 
tributions here, and we will fill their orders 
very generously as to quantity. As to 
quality, use your own juigment within 
the limits indicated by Mr. Snow.—Ep. 
T. 8.] 


One of the Faithful Gnard. 


ADRIAN, Miox., Aug. 17, 295. 

Mr. Enprron: I see I am far behind with 
you in my pay for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
something that is not common with me, 
and all the excuse that I will now giv is 
that my health is so poor and my life seems 
to be almost run out. I am in my eighty- 
fourth year, and I hav thought it was 
about time to go, and so I hav let my ac- 
count run, to be settled at the end of my 
journey through life. Butas I still liv, 
I coneluded that I would send you the 
needful for another year, and I will hav 
it passed on, after I hav the reading of it, 
to others. The faithful old TRUTH SEEKER 
I hav always stood by aud defended 
as the noblest representativ of the true 
American principles that we hav to-day, 
although I don't wish to be understood as 
intending to slight other noble Freethought 
prints. 

Yours as ever for the truth and the 
right, S D. Moone. 


Christian Missionaries in C* ina. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., Aug. 18, 1895. 
Mz. Eprtor: There are many regrets ex- 
pressed and much sympathy bestowed on 
Christian missionaries in China, when the 
pativs rise up and massacre a few and tear 
down their dwelling-houses; but, thus far, 


I hav never felt the presence of a regret or 
been conscious of any sympathetic feeling; 
for missionaries who force themselvs into 
a country where they are not wanted, and 
attempt to introduce a fighting religion 
that has deluged the world iu blood, de- 
serve all they get, and more too. Itis an 
insult to the great Chinese nation to hav & 
lot of Christian fanatics go there and tell 
the people they are on the road to hell be- 
cause of a false religion, and they must 
worship the god-phautom in Christian 
style or be forever damued. Yet this is 
just what they do, for before they can es- 
tablish the doctrins of Christianity they 
must destroy & belief in the more ancient 
and more peaceable religion of Confucius. 
It has always seemed to me that it was time 
enough for Christiaus to go there with 
their system of foolish absurdities when 
they are iuvit:d, but modesty and a proper 
regard for the rules of good manners are 
never manifested by the followers of Jesus 
iu their insane anxiety to convert the 
world. They are going there any way, 
and ram their creeds down the throats of 
people who are their superiors, from a 
religious staudpoint if no other, for the 
Chinamau's religion is nowhere revealed 
by a trail of blood, and never, for the glory 
of God, hav they tortured and killed to 
extend it. It is true their religion, like all 
others, is largely destitute of common 
sense, but its peaceable character elevates 
it far above Christianity. While it givs 
satisfaction to those who accept it, and no 
desire exists for a change, no good reason 
eau be given for trying to displace it with 
one many times worse. So, when I see the 
efforts made by foolish fanatics to convert 
that great nation by introducing the most 
damnable religion ever generated in the 
minds of the priesthood, the opposition 
they encounter is seen with hearty ap- 
proval; for, though opposed to bloodshed 
and violence, it seems necessary in such 
cases to compel Christians to mind their 
own business. Christians believe in a God 
endowed with omnipotence and the pos- 
session of such an attribute insures the es- 
tablishment of auy religiou he desires; so, 
if God wants Chinamen to be Christians, 
he can make them so at once; and I am in 
favor of leaving that work of conversion 
right where it belongs—in the hands of 
omnipotent God. There is a building in 
this city, erected and owned bv the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
and the corner-stone has this inscriptiou: 
** The battle is God's, not yours,” aud 
every time it is read I inwardly remark: 
‘Then let him fight it.” And the same 
feeling prevails in regard to the establish- 
ment of Christianity, both here and in 
China; for, if God wants the entire world 
to accept it, one little miracle will do the 
business, and miracles, we all know, used 
to be his specialty. 

If Christians will persist in the absurd 
attempt of converting three or four hun- 
dred million Chinamen, who dislike aud 
detest them, then Jet them reap the conse- 
quences, without calling for war-ships and 
soldiers to protect them. Tf they will mind 
their own business they will need neither, 
but if they won't, then, for one, I hope the 
Chinese will compel them to, and kick 
every Christiau fanatic out of the country 
who persists in staying where he knows he 
isn't wanted.  Letthe good work go on, 
and may China soon be rid of the numer- 
ous and inharmonious sects that love 
Jesus and hate each other. 

C. SevERANOE. 


** What One Can Do,” 
Vera Croz, Mo., July 13, 1895. 

Mr, Eviror: When I moved to this lo- 
cality about six years ago, I found the 
blight of superstitious cant in almost com- 
plete control of the ignorant and unthink- 
ing parts of the country. At the revival 
meetings the pious sponges would picture 
a hell, or place of torture, that was always 
in waiting for those who chose to giv their 
best food to their children at home instead 
of to the parson, or would not come under 
the wings of sanctimony and be fleeced of 
one-tenth of their earnings. But, alas! at 
an unexpected time, while one of their 
holy leaders of the Baptist persuasion (who 
had tramped into the country in the early 
spring of 1891 without money or scrip in 
his pockets, and whom rumor accused of 
being a fugitiv from justice) was pouring 
hot shot on to the heads of some whom hig 


pious supporters had suspected of keep- 
ing their children away from the mourners’ 
bench, he threw his lasso of wrath a little 
too far and very ferociously looped it 
around the horns of old ‘‘Infidel Davis.” 
This created a tumult in their camp, and 
when all the pious snobs of pretension 
grabbed the ropeand tried to haul in their 
vietim and found the old Infüidel immov- 
able, they were dumfounded, and, in the 
spleen and venom of their natural Christian 
hearts, they poured on him all the vitu- 
peration and misrepresentation they were 
able to command. This set the machinery 
of reform at work in earnest, and although 
I had kept almost silent on the subject 
since coming to this country up to that 
time, I told them my mouth was open 
from thence on and that I was going to 
down them if it took me the rest of my 
life to do it. I commenced to put it to 
them without reserve in both private and 
public, aud in connection with their mis- 
representation, abuse, and ostracism they 
even threatened to mob me out of the 
country, but all to no avail. I hav beaten 
them on every hand. I now hav several 
good and able helpers, and we are coming 
out ahead; we hav almost outlived it all. 
Some of my most earnest opponents at 
that time are now among my best friends. 
The people hav gotten their eyes open to 
such an extent that the sky-pilots of the 
couutry can scarcely get a corporal’s guard 
in numbers for hearers; their Lord has de- 
serted them; their god-houses are rotting 
down; their holy Bible is riddled, and 
now, at the point nearing the close of the 
scene, two of the self-same Baptist pulpit- 
pounders who lit on me the hardest five 
years ago, are quarreling about Bible 
translations. One of them has got one 
scale off his eyes to such an extent that he 
says he cau see that the Bible has not all 
been correctly translated, and he can prove 
it. This makes the other parson wrathy, 
aud verily the good work goes on. One 
after auother of ‘‘ gawd’s” holy men hav 
been brought to this country to get up 
another revival, but no good, no good— 
the one of five years ago is the last, and 
holy humbug has been compelled to take 
8 back seat. I now hav an agreement with 
a preacher that I will read one of his 
pamphlets if he will read your ‘‘ Design 
Argument Fallacies,” which I wish you to 
send me. Inclosed fiud stamps for same. 
Yours for truth, 8. B. Davis, 


What One Sample Copy Did. 
Exy, Ia., Aug. 19, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav read the Letters of 
Friends with pleasure, and often thought 
I would write. 

I never gave very much attention to 
Freethought until after hearing R. G. 
Ingersoll lecture on the Bible at Green's 
Opera House at Cedar Rapids last winter, 
and reading the sample copy of Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER which you sent Mr. J. C. 
Dvorak. I now read all the Freethought 
literature that I can borrow, and when I 
can spare a few cents, buy a book. The 
** Age of Reason" I got of you I hav not 
read yet, but lent it to Mr. Dvorak; and 
wheu he got through and was about to re- 
turn it, a traveling agent came in and, tak- 
ing out his catalog of goods, was ready 
for Mr. Dvorak's order, Mr. Dvorak 
told him that he had a catalog that 
would beat the agent's catalog out of sight, 
and handed him the ‘‘Age of Reason.” 
The agent looked at it and told Mr. Dvo- 
rak that he had been looking for that 
book in the book stores aud could not find 
one. He asked Mr. Dvorak if he would 
lend it to him, promising to return itin 
good order. Mr. Dvorak thought I would 
not object; so lent him the book. I am 
glad that Mr. Dvorak leut the book, and 
if he can do so again, I hope he will; and 
yet that duffer in Washington, D. C., has 
gall enough to say that the ‘‘ Age of Rea- 
son" is out- of date and belongs among 
the aucient and dusty literature. How 
ean there be great sales of it when book- 
stores will not keep it for sale? 

Both of my parents were baptized and 
brought up under the dark shadows of the 
cross, but after going among the people 
to earn their daily bread they fouud that 
Christianity is nothing but humbug. So 
they stopped putting their hard-earned 
money into the coffers of the priests. 

While my father was among the living 
he was a subscriber to a Bohemian paper, 


called Dennice Novoveku (The Morning 
Star of the New Age), published yet at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, by V. Snajdr. It is not 
entirely a Freethought paper, being also 
political, story, and news. Very often it 
contains articles on Bible absurdities, the 
pranks the priests and preachers are up to, 
etc. It also prints selections from the 
great writers upon Freethought. 

August 14th was a great day for the 
Freethinkers of Ely. That day we had 
the pleasure of meeting J. E. Remsburg 
and hearing him lecture on the ** Demands 
of Liberalism.” The day dawned bright and 
warm, but towards noon the sky began to 
be cast over with clouds, aud between 2 
and 8 o’clockit began to rain and rained 
for about half au hour. It was a bad out- 
look for our lecture. But (as the Chris- 
tians say, ‘‘Thank God from whom all 
blessings fl »w ") about 5 o’clock the clouds 
began to sail away, and we saw the sun set 
iu all its brightness, thus giving us a cool 
and beautiful evening. Another prayer 
of the Christians was unanswered, as I hav 
no doubt that a great many prayed for a 
big down-pour of water, not so much on 
account of the drouth as to spoil the 
meeting. I should judge the attendance 
besides the children was between fifty and 
seventy-five. There were a few Christians 
iu the audience. We thank them for their 
kindness iu attending the lecture. We ex- 
pected there would be more, but I suppose 
they thought it would be a sin to attend 
and eternal damnation to hear such a lect- 
ure. I hav been told the few Christians 
that did attend speak very favorably of 
Mr. Remsburg and his address. 

I hope friend Peck will write soon one 
of his humorous, entertaining, and in- 
structiv letters. I hope it will be a long 
one. Yours, Joun B. Wipra. 


When Those Laws are Fandamentally 
Jnst. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Aug. 17, 1895, 

Mr. Eprron: Your ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pic- 
torial Text-Book" received. Onthe whole, 
it is.& magnificent portrayal of the vast 
amouut of perverse thought that exists iu 
the world to-day, as reflected in the actions 
of creed believers. It is not unlike a pan- 
oramie illustration of the great and varied 
suffering entailed upon humanity by the 
cruel efforts of one portion trying to over- 
come au inexorable law of nature by re- 
sorting to every sort and kind of fraud, 
deceit, treachery, and even punishment, 
that the ingenuity of the meanest brain 
can devise. However, we, as Liberal 
thinkers, must be Liberal. Some of Mr. 
Heston’s illustrations are radical—are 
overdrawn. And I resent all reflections 
on ‘*Uncle Sam" His (Heston’s) illus- 
trations representing ‘‘ Uncle Sam” in al- 
liance with the church are severe and un- 
just. I don’t see how any Liberal thinker 
ean draw an illustration reflecting on our 
form of government, although it is not 
perfect by any meaus. It is not what Lib- 
eral thinkers would like to see. ` Bat it is 
such a vast step in the right direction, and 
so much better than any other form of 
government that ever existed among men, 
I thiuk iis highest praises should be 
sounded. Don’t deride ‘‘Uncle Sam," for 
he is ‘‘a daisy” for the chauce he has had. 
Let's stand shoulder to shoulder and make 
the government better—the foundation is 
splendid. 

Iam probably different from any Free- 
thinker extant. At least I feel that I stand 
alone, so far as I hav ever known. I am 
one of those who believe that every other 
individual creature upon this insignificant 
mundane sphere of ours has a perfect right 
to think as he pleases, and even act as he 
pleases, 80 long as he does not invade the 
civil rights of any other person. Further- 
more, he must act within the pale of the 
system of civil laws adopted for his gov- 
ernment, and when those laws fail to meet 
the wishes of a majority of the people, 
change them by quiet and peaceful exer- 
cise of the ballot. I believe Mr. Heston 
has overdrawn some of his illustrations, 
but he has a right to think as he does. I 
hav an equal right to think differeutly, but 
must not do so to his detriment. I may 
convince him that he is wrong, if I can, 
but must not undertake to do so by any 
force that will invade his civil rights to 
**life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness." Also, I think that in all the dark 
ages, and all other ages, men had a full and 
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perfect right to think and believe as they 
chose, so long as they were honest in it 
and did not try to invade the inalienable 
rights of others. Nero had a right to 
think that the early Christians were wrong 
and should be suppressed, but Nero him- 
self was wrong when he killed Christians 
simply for their belief. -He thereby in- 
vaded their rights. Calvin had a right to 
differ from Servetus in thought, but old 
Calvin was in the wrong when he dragged 
Servetus to the stake. The pope had a 
right to believe that Luther was wrong in 
his belief, but the pope should hav stopped 
at that. The dignitaries of the Church of 
England had a right to think that all 
Catholics were wrong in their belief and 
ceremonies of religion, but there they 
should hay stopped. We do not fully con- 
trol our thought-producing machinery, 
hence we should not lose any civil rights 
for expression of honest thought. 
Very respectfully, H. Ouay WILSON. 


[‘ Uncle Sam,” and his nephews, the 
states, not Mr. Heston, are responsible for 
the present governmental alliance with the 
church. When he and they stop exempt- 
ing church property from equal taxation 
with the homes of the people; when he and 
they stop enacting and enforcing church 
laws regarding the use of Sunday; when 
he and they stop teaching religion in the 
Indian and common schools; when he stops 
muzzling the mails and recognizing church 
holy days by proclamation; when he stops 
closing World’s Fairs on Sunday at the 
behest of the church—when he and they 
dissolve their alliance with the Christian 
church, Watson Heston will stop calling 
attention to that alliance. Freethought 
stands for truth, and it is the truth that 
there is an alliance, every day growing 
closer, between the Christian church and 
** Unole Sam.” 

As to Mr. Wilson's affirmation of the 
right of universal mental liberty, and his 
denial of the alleged right to invade, we 
do not know what he means when he says 
that he supposes that he stands alone in 
this regard, that he is probably different 
from any other Freethinker living. Of 
course all Freethinkers make that affirma- 
tion and that denial. That means simply 
the right of private judgment, which is the 
bottom principle of Freethought. If Mr. 
Wilson stands on this platio. m he has every 
Freethinker in the world with him, —Ep. 
T. 8.] 


Cremation. 
FISHKILL-oN- HUDSON, 
. Aug. 25, 1895. 

Mr. EnprToR: I hav been to the Crema- 
tory and Columbarium at Fresh Pond, 
Queens county, N. Y., and am so delighted 
with all I saw there. 

Cremation is a perfect success. All the 
world needs to convince it of the beauty 
and feasibility of this way of disposing of 
its dead is to make a visit to the place and 
read a few copies of the Urn. 

The Colubarium is a building without 
its equal in this country. It was finished 
within one year, and in a time of unprece- 
dented business depression, and bonds 
sold at par when other values shrunk 
fifty per cent! Everything speaks of the 
coming age when burying the dead in the 
ground will be thought barbarous and old 
fogyish, 

Some may imagin it a terrible thing to 
hay a dear friend cremated, but should 
they once see the process, all such feelings 
would pass away. Everything is decorous 
and orderly. The services are held ina 
large, handsome room, which has already 
two lovely memorial windows. 

There are niches all around the walls, 
where beautiful urns of glass and other 
material are set. These hold the ashes of 
the dead, They are wreathed with flowers 
and green vines, and ornamented with 
ribbons; name, age, eto. , inscribed thereon. 
Allis bright, gay, and seriously cheerful. 

The dead body is taken from the coffin 
and wrapped in a sheet dipped in alum- 
water, Bo that when it is moved into the 
oven it does not offend the sight by any 
show of flames. The door is closed upon 
it, and that is the last till the ashes only 
remain. Even the coffin is broken up and 
burned so friends will be sure it will be 
made no further use of. 

The body is not cremated in the coffin, 
because the materials of it would take fire 
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at once. Everything is done with a kindly 
regard for the feelings of the spectators. 
No elods falling upon the coffin. No 
thought of gradual decay and creeping 
worms and possible return to life only to 
die ten thousand deaths in the narrow 
prison. 

We entered our names in the big book 
as visitors. Mr. Parkhurst and wife (who 
took me there) are among the largest 
shareholders in the Crematory, and expect 
to be cremated when they die, as I myself 
would be if I lived near. 

The average cost is $35 for adults and 
$25 for children, while the average cost of 
burial, outside of the money spent for lots 
and monuments, is $150. 

There will be no terror of grave robbery, 
which is now so frequent. 

No contagious diseases from drinking 
water coming through cemeteries. No 
waste of valuable lands in or near our 
great cities, devoted to burial places. 

No digging up and removal of our dead 
by laws that sell us burial lots and yet giv 
us no right to hold them indefinitly. 

** Even iu Glasgow to-day, how are the 
poor buried? Visit Belvedere and you will 
see great square holes, ten and twelve feet 
wide and about the same depth. These 
holes will be packed with the dead as so 
many fish might be packed in a box, and 
then three feet of dirt covers the top!" 
All this within touch of the city and the 
citv’s water supply. 

Bodies from twenty-three different coun- 
tries had been cremated at Fresh Pond 
Orematory up to April, 1895, Germany 
furnishing the greatest number (746). 


The sanitary reasons for cremation are 
such as appeal forcibly to most intelligent 
people. At present, while there are, no 
doubt, many who would not consent to cre- 
mation for themselvs or for their families, 
there are but few who do not consider it 
an admirable act, even a necessary pro- 
cedure, in the ease of some parts of the 
community. Our cities are growing so 
tremendously fast, presenting problems 
such as no other generation has ever had 
to meet, that the question of the disposal 
of the dead becomes avery serious and 
perplexing problem indeed. And the old- 
fashioned graveyard does nbt meet it. 

Between burial and burning there is no 
difference in the final result. The differ- 
ence is in the process. The inevitable 
change is wrought, in the one case slowly, 
in the other quickly; in one by the action 
of clean flame, in the other by the action 
of damp earth. 

I assume, then, that the present way of 
disposing of our dead is not conduciv to 
health, and that a better state of things 
would be ours if cremation instead of 
burial, were adopted. This will hav its 
enemies from different quarters. But one 
of the greatest hindrances the advocates of 
cremation will meet will come from the 
church, because of its established forms of 
religion and its theological conception of 
man’s futnre condition. The church has 
in every instance opposed science in her 
onward march to giv light and life to man. 


There is said to be ‘‘no firmer friend 
than fire." It burns upall waste, contagion, 
and offensiv material. It is the concen- 
trated essence of the glorious sunshine. 

Let us, then, all be fire worshipers, pu- 
rity seekers, and cleanliness creators. 


"Tis wisdom’s way, and hence 
Of all man's methods since the world 


egan 

Doth best become the cultured state of 
man.. 

Then, prejudice away, none need to turn 

From the clean ashes in yon sacred urn, 

The innoxious fruit of fire's refiuing art, 

And lone chaste remnant of life's human 


part. ELMIRA SrnENKER. 


The Cause in Oregon. 
PORTLAND, OR., Aug. 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Despite the intensity and 
immensity of caloric, rendering the city 
like a bake shop of Tophet with the lid on, 
the First Secular Church of Portland has 
held her own. The Suuday evening lect- 
ures and the Secular Sunday-school hav 
continued without intermission or vaca- 
tion; interest has increased, attendance 
has been excellent, constant additions 
being made both to Sunday-school and 
church. Last Sunday three new members 
signed the membership roll, declaring they 
would do all in their power to advance the 
aims and objects of the church, and pay 
monthly in advance the sum promised as 
dues. It is impossible to sustain an organ- 
ization without means. The simply sign- 
ing blanks amounts to---——, nothing 


more. The fact is, ** where your treasure 
is there will your heart be also" is just as 
true to-day as when repeated (borrowed 
from the pagans) by the Galilean pessi- 
mist. 


The church gave its pastor, Miss Olds, 
three weeks' vacation, aud it tested the 
ability and devotion of the other workers 
to sustain the iuterestin her absence. C. 
B. Revnolds filled her place as lecturer, 
while the Sunday-school work and enter- 
tainments were most creditably conducted 
under the management of those trust- 
worthy assistants, Mrs. Clara Bailey and 
the Suuday-school superintendent, Miss 
Ada Dewey. Miss Olds repaired to Long 
Beach, iu search of rest aud much-needed 
strength for the comiug fall and winter 
campaign, but, with her usual self.abne 
gation, in response to the very kind and 
urgent invitation of the Secular church of 
Silverton, abridged her holiday to comply 
with their solicitations. 


Silverton has always been the bauner 
town of Liberalism in this state. Never 
once hav they allowed the banner to trail 
in defeat or disuse, and there is no liabil- 
ity of Silverton ever failing to maintain its 
proud and well-earned pre-eminence, for 
all the leading farmers and merchants are 
Liberals— Liberals in very deed as well as 
profession. Miss Nettie A. Olds scored a 
grand triumph at Silverton. The follow- 
ing extract from a most reliable corre- 
spondent will be read with interest: 


Miss O'ds lectured at our Universal Men- 
tal Liberty Hall, Saturday evening, 
August 10th. Her subject was ‘‘ Salvation 
—the Real and the Ideal.” The harvest 
was at its hight, with the church and 
Sunday-school adjourned for the summer, 
and many away to the coast and mouu- 
tains, yet the interest to see and hear the 
much-talked of youngest one of the most 
devoted workers and able exponents of 
our principles, resulted in an attendance 
of 150. Miss Olds won the hearts of our 
people here. Our bright, brainy young 
president, Pearl W. Geer, made a few very 
appropriate remarks at the close of the 
lecture, aud commented upon the rapt at- 
tention that had been paid the speaker, 
due to her charming delivery of new, 
bright thoughts and her logical reasoning. 
Her words came from her heart, aud 
touched the hearts of all her hearers. Miss 
Olds was the guest of Mr. and Mrs. T, 
Hammond, whose happy home is a daily 
living illustration of the harmony, peace, 
and joy that result from the practice of 
the priuciples of Liberalism. 

On Sunday evening our own Silverton 
brass band rendered a number of exhilar- 
atiug pieces—it was really an admirable 
concert—and called she audieuce to- 
gether. There were fully one-third more 
present than on Saturday evening. The 
lecture was preceded by overtures by the 
Silverton Secular Church orchestra. Miss 
Olds recited ‘‘ Nameless,” with a pathos 
and feeling that proved her an able elocu- 
tionist. Our own accomplished secretary, 
Miss Myrtle Buff, an able elooutionist, 
charmed the audience with a masterly re- 
citation. Theu Miss Olds delivered the 
lecture, **The Flag Above the Cross." The 
enthusiasm was tremendous, and the long- 
continued applause testified appreciation 
of the truths and sentiments uttered. 

Some one told of Miss Olds’ ability as a 
violinist, and a general demand was made 
on her to play. She consented, to gratify 
the old folks, saying that her kuowledge 
of music forbade her to play for the young 
folks of Silverton, who themselvs pos- 
sessed so much of culture and natural 
musical talent. So she played ‘Opera 
Reel ” and ‘‘ Soldier's Joy,” to the delight 
of the baldheads and graybeards, who 
could scarcely be restrained from ‘‘ shak- 
ing their hoofs.” The young folks are 
eager for the return of Miss Oids. 


Thanks to Charles Hagner, the most in- 
domitable worker, whom nothing can dis- 
courage, the Secular Sunday-school at Van- 
couver has become an established success. 
This has not been brought about without 
persistent effort; but from a little few and 
a listless, almost hopeless despondenoy, be- 
cause of difficulties and indifference, by 
his zeal and heroic enthusiasm and per- 
sistence, he has now the satisfaction of 
having awakened a real interest, not alone 
on the part of the children, but of the 
adults, aud has over twenty children, ear- 
nest students of natural philosophy, and a 
ealisthenio class and enthusiastic little 
army in the flag drill. The parents of the 
children appreciate the practical lessons 
taught by the Secular Sunday-school Les- 
ron Leaves, and the Gems of Thought 
tersely and pleasingly making indelible 
impressions on the young minds, alike of 
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everyday facts of science aud simple moral 
truths. 

The outlook for the Seventh Aunual 
Convention of the Oregon State Secular 
Union is most encouraging. The proposi- 
tion to devote the morning and afternoon 
sessious to practical business and the com- 
pletion of plans to moresuccessfully carry 
on our work receives many commeuda- 
tions. The Co-nperativ Benevolent Insur- 
ance Secret Society is heartilv indorsed by 
every: one who has written me on the sab- 
ject. 

The Portland Industrial Expositiou is 
now an assured fact, so that friends from 
all sections can hav the advautage of the 
reduced rates. The board of directors are 
espscially anxious to hav a goodly delega- 
tion of Washington Liberals present at the 
Conveution. They are most cordially in- 
vited and urged to be present, aud are as- 
sured of a most hospitable and hearty re- 
ception. (Please notify me as soon as 
possible of your coming, so that satisfac- 
tory arrangements can be made, and all 
insured desirable homes during their so- 
journ.) ; 

The business meetings, day time, will be 
held at Labor Council Hall; the public 
meetings, lectures, and entertainment, 
Friday evening at Turn Hall. Saturday 
evening, grand dramatic performauce; in- 
teresting drama, ‘‘Ireland As It Was;” 
followed by the glorious, langhter-provok- 
ing farce, ‘‘Sarah’s Young Mau." Exhi- 
bition of the Sunday-school work, Sunday 
morning, 10 a.m. Oouvention will close 
with a grand ball at Labor Hall, Sunday 
evening. . 

Our expenses are heavy, and any true 
Liberals who, without doing injustice to 
any one who has prior claims, cau re- 
mit financial help, will. receive the grati- 
tude of the committee of arrangements; 
and the remembrance of their having 
helped to make others happy by relieving 
them of anxiety and administering to the 
general advancement of the cause and the 
success of the Convention, will afford them 
sweet source of meditation and rejoicing 
in the future. C. B. REYNOLDS, 


Sec. Oregon and Wash. Sec’ Unions. 
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Mortuary— Ellen Hutebison Burt. 
ARMSTRONG, Ia., Aug. 18, E.M 295. 

Me. Eprror: I wish to let thé readers 
of Tur TnurH Seeker kuow that my 
mother, one of its old-time readers aud au 
admirer of its founder, died August 7th. 
Her maiden name was Ellen Hutchison. 
She was born in Fifeshire, Scotlaud, aud 
came to this couutry in 1852. She was 
born and raised in the Presbyterian 
faith, but after the writer subscribed for 
Tun TRUTH SEEKER, and she read its out- 
spoken pages, she turned her back on all 
elass opinions, and longed for the complete 
emancipation of the miud of man from the 
thraldom of religious fear. She was very 
outspoken, making herself enemies some- 
times thereby, but she would say, “I 
dinna care a curse for folk that dinna care 
for me," meaning, of course, for their 
opinions, as she always was free with them 
as before. She was seventy-three years 
old, and was buried without the aid of the 
church, according to her wishes; for she 
had said that if her family disregarded 
her last wishes by having a preacher talk 
over her remains, and it were possible, she 
would kick the end out of the coffiu. One 
of our neighbors, & Mr. Ogilvie, read 
Form No. 2 of Tug Trutra Seeker Oollec- 
tion, and parts of several other forms. 
Two of her daughters failed to attend the 
funeral simply because there was no 
preacher, and those of us who are Free- 
thinkers were not giving her a Christian 
burial. However, there were many of the 
old neighbors in attendance, and some of 
them spoke well of the ceremony after- 
wards, and the preachers of this commu- 
nity got a chance to see that we could die 
without them as well as liv without them. 
Mother leaves a family of eight to mourn 
her loss, four of whom are Agnostics. Also 
a husband who is an admirer of Ingersoll 
and John Peck. Mother was also an ad- 
mirer of Heston, and one of her legacies 
to me was the ''Freethinker's Pictorial 
Text-Book,” on the flyleaf of which I hav 
written : 


Remember ’tis no idle toy, 
A mother's gift—remember, boy. 


Yours, PETER H, BURT, 
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Children's Gorner, 


Edited by Miss Susan H. WixoN, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


When I Am Gone. 


Will grieving friends, when I am cold, 
Beside my narrow bedside stand, 
And softly kiss the withered hand, 

And speak the name I bore of old, 

When I am cold? 


Will loving feet, when I am dead, 
At fond affection’s bidding come, 
And follow to its silent home 

My lifeless form, with gentle tread. 

When Iam dead? 


Will tender hands, when I am gone, 
Caress the form so silent now, 
Aud softly touch the marble brow, 
And deck with flowers tbe simple stone, 
When Iam gone? 


When life is o'er, and I am dead, 
Wil loving eyes their brightness dim 
With tender tears at thought of him 
Who lies so still upon his bed— 
When I am dead? 


Will kindly lips, when life has flown, 
Recall the dear ard olden days, 
And cover all my faults with praise, 

And tel! the good I did, alone, 

When life has flown? 


O friends of mine, while I am here 
Imprint your kiss upon my brow; 
I need your true sffection now; 
« Oh, let me feel your presence near, 
While I am here. 


Let loving feet, while shines the day, 
Keep faithful march be: ide my own, 
Nor let me go my way alone; 

Attend me as I tread ihe way 

' While shines the day. 


And let me feel the willing clasp 
Of helping hands to cheer and aid; 
Of what avail, when I am dead, 
Their tender touch and lingering grasp— 
Ttexr thrilling clasp? 


And cheer me with your gentle light, 
And with yc ur fond affection beam, 
O loving eyes, ere ends the dream; 

I cannot see, when falls the night, 

Your tender light. 


Oh, do not wait till 1 $m gone. 
But spesk the cheering words tc-day, 
And chide me when I go astray; 
I cannot hear the chilling tone 
When I am gone. 


—E. A. Marshall. 


——— 


How Did Fire Come? 


- There are many pretty myths in rela- 
tion to the origin of fire, and the people 
of ancient times had many theories aboutit. 

No doubt when they saw the lightning 
flashing in the sky they formed some ideas 
regarding it, especially when they ob- 
served that if it touched a tree it became a 
pillar of fire in an instant. 

In autumn, when they saw the forest 
trees aglow with flaming colors, they were 
impressed with their beauty and grandeur, 
and unexpressed ideas of fire must hav 
awakened in their minds. They must hav 
thought the lightning had been playing 
among the trees. The scarlet feathers of 
the Southern birds must hav told them, 
also, a story of flame and fire. There is 
an old legend that says: ‘‘ The fire isa 
bird with flaming crest and glowing wings. 
It flew from the heavenly ash-tree and 
alighted upon one of our trees, and the 
glory of its presence burned the earth-tree 
to ashes.” From this arose the story of the 
phoenix. After awhile, any bird that had 
color on its breast or wings would be 
called a lightning bird, as the robin red- 
breast, the oriole, and the black-bird, with 
a red feather in its wings. These were 
regarded as the bearers of fire from the 
skies. 

When in California last year I saw an 
implement for making fire in primitiv 
times. It was done by rubbing two sticks 
together until the friction produced fiame, 
The instrument was made by Navarino, an 
Indian aged 107 years. My friend, Mr. 
Emory Munyan, promised to hav Navar- 
ino make a similar one for me, which he 
did, and it was sent to me after my return 
home. 

This curious way of producing fire must 
hav been hailed with delight in the old 
time. It was, no doubt, regarded as a 
great and grand achievement, and no won- 
der the people worshiped it, and kept the 


symbol as sacred, never letting the fires 
upon the altars go out. To them the sun 
and the stars were emblems of fire that 
they regarded with great awe and rever- 
ence. 

It was another advance when fire was 
made by means of flint and steel, and it 
was probably thought that the very acme 
of perfection was reached in friction- 
matches. In our time electricity is made 
to do what was formerly done by two 
sticks, flint, and matches. Thus progress 
and invention bring light in various ways 
and by many strange devices. 

Nature is a great and good mother, and 
she carries in her bosom everything for 
the comfort and well-being of her chil- 
dren. S. H. W. 
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A Brave Soldier. 

There are men who, after a battle, die of 
imaginary wounds, and there are others 
who seem incapable of realizing actual 
danger. Of the latter class was a brave 
follow whose courage is thus described in 
Regis de Trobriand's * Four Years with 
the Army of the Potomac.” 

He was a strapping Irishman, whom I 
found smoking his pipe at the door of the 
hall where lay the wounded. 

‘*Well,” said I to him, **how do you 
find yourself?” 

** Perfectly, colonel. 
my life." 

** Why hav you got your face half cov- 
ered with bandages, then?" 

‘Oh, a mere nothing—a scratch, 
show it to you.” 

** No, I thank you.” 

‘Yes, yes, you will see what it is." 

Raising compresses and bandages, he 
showed me a gaping wound in the place 
of the eyebrows, which had been carried 
away. 

**T see,” said I, ‘‘ that your wound has 
not been dressed this morning.” 

** No, the doctor put this on yesterday; 
but to-day he’s so busy with the others, 
who need his help more than I, that I 
didn’t want to bother him.” 

“And your eye?” 

**Gone. But you see, colonel, it's only 
the left eye, and that will save me the 
trouble of closing it while I take aim, 
which always did bother me. In a fort- 
night I'll be back with the regiment,” 

But the brave fellow never did rejoin 
his regiment. Before the fortnight was 
over he had died of this ‘‘ mere nothing ” 
of which he had made so light. — Pittsburg 
Dispatch. 


Never better in 
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A Good One at Last. 


'“ Did I tell you the latest bright thing 
my little boy got off?” asked McBride, as 
he joined a group of friends at the club. 

** Yes, you did," replied all, in concert, 
with discouraging unanimity. 

“Thats where I've caught you," re- 
torted McBride, ‘‘for it only happened 
last evening, and I havn't seen a soul of 
you fellows since. Besides, this was really 
a good one.” 

‘Then you havn't told it to us," replied 
Kilduff, speaking for the crowd. “Go 
on." 

** Yes, tell us quickly," added Skidmore, 
** and let us hav the agony over.” 

Thus encouraged, McBride began: ‘You 
know, boys, little people hav sharp ears, 
and they are not at all backward about 
telling any little scraps of information they 
pick up. This peculiarity has led a good 
many parents to resort to spelling words 
when their young children are present. 
Of course that sort of thing is of no avail 
after the youngsters learn to spell. Well, 
Mrs. McBride and I are in the spelling 
stage now, and little Freddy is often very 
much mystified by our remarks to each 
other. 

“Last night we had our new minister to 
dinner, and Freddy watched the good 
man helping himself very liberally to bis- 
cuits. He thought it a good opportunity 
to put into use the family verbal cipher, 
feeling perfectly certain that the minister 
would find it unintelligible. So he called 
out, ‘Mamma!’ 

** What is it, Freddy?’ asked my wife. 

“Mamma, isn’t the m-i:n-i-s-t-e-r a 
p-i-g?’ spelled out Freddy, triumphantly.” 

The fellows had to admit that this story 
about MeBride's boy was really a good 


! one.—Hurper's Magazine, 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 


Florence was communicating a bit of,in- 
formation to her brother Meryl. ‘‘Pooh,” 
said Meryl, ‘‘ I knew that before.” ‘‘ButI 
knew it first,” persisted Florence. ‘‘ You 
couldn’t, for I hav known it ever since the 
world was made,” declared Meryl, . tri- 
umphantly. ‘‘I knew it before God was 
made,” said Florence, ‘‘ so that settles 
it." 


One day this same Florence found a 
catechism, and coaxed her mamma to read 
aloud the questions, which she answered. 
When she came to the part relating to the 
crucifixion of Jesus, this question came 
up: ‘What was given to Jesus to drink 
while on the cross ?* Without a moment's 
hesitation, Florence answered:. ‘‘ Hire's 
root beer!” The look of consternation and 
dismay following this reply may be imag- 
ined, but not portrayed. 

— 
Right Living. 

H. C. Tripp, of Kingsley, Iowa, writes 
thus of ** Right Living": ** It is one of the 
most wholesome and readable volumes I 
hav read in many days. It deserves a place 
in every home." Mr. Tripp is the author 
of a volume of poems entitled, ** Around 
the Fireside." It contains many beauti- 
ful gems, among them being .one on 
** Freedom," and inscribed to our worthy 
friend, Otto Wettstein, whose picture also 
adorns a page. This picture and poem are 
worth the price of the book. —E». O. C. 


—T— 
Correspondence. 


MILLEDGEVILLE. ILL., Aug. 24, 1895. 

Miss Susan H. WixoN: As I hav read 
five of your books, I wish to write and 
tell you how well I like them. I think 
‘Right Living" is grand. It contains 
some of the best thoughts I hav ever read. 

My only sister wrote to you some time 
ago, and that encouraged me to write also, 
We are alone in our views in the commun- 
ity, but care not. 

I hav been doing considerable elocu- 
tionary work lately. I hav taken one 
gold medal in the county as second-best 
in the rural schools, and Fav also taken a 
Demorest silvcr medal. On Wednesday 
next I enter at the county fair for a gold 
medal My piece is ‘‘ Kate Shelly,” which 
I chose because a woman was the chief 
actor in it. 

We don’t take Tug TRUTH SEEKER now, 
but intend to renew our subscription. 

I would thank any Corner friend ever so 
much who would be kind enough to send 
me the piece entitled ‘‘Grant at Vicks- 
burg,” by George Remsburg, I think. 

Mr. J. E. Remsburg lectured at Mill- 
edgeville one week ago. I had the piece 
I spoke of, but lent it before I committed 
it, and never regained it. I wish to learn 
it and deliver it in the future. I will 
gladly send any piece I hav to anyone 
sending it to me. 

Your friend and admirer, 
MATTY Avuyn HUNTER. 


(Thanks, Matty, for kind appreciation 
of our books. We ure proud of the at- 
tainments of a girl who wins gold and sil- 
ver medals. Live truly, and honors will 
be easy, not only for Matty but for all. 
Always pleased to hear from you. Re- 
gards to sister. - Ep. O. O.] 


SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 


a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries :f Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand. 
some and Interesting Book one Buporsti, 
tion, for Children and Youth. Free. 
thinkers’ Children’s Story- hone ae Macaca, 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus. 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, 

Address, THE TRUTH BEEKER 00. 


NEW BONS 


ROBT G, INGERSOLL 


The Field - Ingersoll Discus- 
sion. Price, 25 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published im the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 

The Ingersoli-Gladstone Coii- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, 25 cents. 


When the Field-Iogersoll Oon- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub. 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished. the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 
This is one of Colonel Ivgersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


The Truth Seeker, 


2S LAPAYETIB PLACE. New York 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


üLLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


Pocket Theology. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Tarse, witty, snd sarcastio definitions of theo. 
Mat 


fue anh dermis ^o OK monhe 


My Repairing Department 


I have facilities to repair, 
2d or 


Is now complete. 
closely regulate and re.urn watches 
day. No better work in the world Aveta 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butchored instead of restored Many 
are now making money but mauy more can make 
money easv by Sending me the work of their 
friends and neighbors. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, etc. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wattstein Watch; Tre legersoll Sou- 
venir Spo^n, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILE. 


dupTEMBER 7, 1895) 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking, 


If you want térse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as ‘‘Eye-openers,” in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 


and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 


these valuable little evangels of truth. , 
They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are 80 low in price that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons oan afford to buy them for 
graiuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 
An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 


sistency of Christians Generally. H. Olay | ii 


wodiacal signs............... rese- 5 
Aposties of Ohrist. Austin Holyoake 5 
Tne Bible God Disproved by Nature X 

Ds sd.ssle vee lents seges qe esee eue 
3 
2 
5 


Cole mai 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll.......... 
ihe Bible: Is 1t Reliable as a Guide? O. Watts. 
Blasphemy and the Bible. O B Reynolds. .... 
‘Tae Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 

Passes as the Inspired Word ot G 
Buddhist Nihilism, Prof. €. Max Muller..... 5 
Oonstantine the Great, Eortrayiug the Ini- 

quity of the First Ohristian Emperor. 


. H. Pr 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
(This is the statute under which Mr. J. 
B. Wise is now 1ndiot.d for sending a 
verse trom the Bible through the mail.) 


r. DanielArter................ Erates ru 2 
Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 2 
Obristianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Civilization. Charles Watts.........-.. 5 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts _........ 
The Ohristian Faith. 20) Questions W 

MISWOFB..-..- eee ese ces ee ETETE 2 
Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 

hristian Missionary aud a Chinese 

Mandarin, .........cesececessceseeenees sree 2 
The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Ohristian Scheme of Redemption. C. Watts. 2 
The Church and Educacion. Anti-Jesuit..... 5 
The Church and Freethought. Franklin 
Steiner... unytyuyttueus 10 
Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shall the Mails 
be stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 
of The Truth Seeker..............: seese 8 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi- 
. Putnam ......:...+2.e00+ 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besan 
Tne Devil's Due Bills, or Give the Devil H 
.Due. JohnSyphers........... eee nre 2 
Daniel in the Lion's Den. . D. M. Bennett..... 2 
Daniel the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
Austin Holyoake............ ern 
Decadence of Ohristianity................- . 
The Decliog of Faith. J ii Remsburg........ 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts.. 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 
Universe? Austin Holyoake............ 8 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 
incere Obristian. .... soe eanu se noi 
'The Ethics of Religion, W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 
‘Evolution Teaches Neither Athei:m nor M 
f terialism. R. S8 Brigham, M.D 
volution ot Israel's God, _ A. L. Rawson 
Essays on Miracles. David Hume............. 
Father, Son, aad Holy Ghost. ' E Longshore 
"The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett............ 
Foundations. John BSyphers................... 
Free dipseoh and Free 


helley 1 
Few Words about the Devil. Chas. Bradlaugh 8 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas.Watts 3 
The Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besant.... ? 
2 
8 


German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 

The Gospal of Christianity and the Gospel of 
Freethought. Annie Besaat ... 

Has Maa a Sonal? Charles Bradlaugh.. 2. 

Heaven and Hel: Where Situated? Austin 


Holyoake ............. eere: TIPP 3 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 

ecurrence. Prof. Louis Eisburg........ 3 

Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh ..... ... 3 


1f You Take Away My Religion What Will You 
GiveMeinitsSteid? H., B. Martin, M.D. 3 
[s America the New World? L L Dawson... 10 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher.. ... Dearne P 
Iufidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 5 
Sagersoll Oatechised. Wi.h Mr. Ingersoll's 
Poem on. Robert Burns. 
Ingersoli on McGlynn 
The Ills We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 
D. M. Bennett, ..... eene 
T; the Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden........ 
Labors Prayer. Oharles Bradiaugh . ... 
Land Question. Charles Bradl«ugh...... 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll........ 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling 
of Jesus Ohrist..... ......:csee eee ees 
Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheis 
Fear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake........ 
The Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
. ples of Freethougat. G. J. Holyoake.... 
Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- i 
VORKO occ s cedons sutera e esate 
Liberty and Morality. Moncure D. Conway. a 
he Liberty of Priuting Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 8 
Literature of the Insane. F.R Marvin, M.D. 5 
“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 
People areoff in Hell 
Materialism and Or.me. 
Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts. 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Criticis 
vival Doctrine............. ; B d 
Naturat Religion vs. Reve 
nie Besant. . ..... eee Rye 
New Lite of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh... 
flew Life of David. 
New Lite of Jacob. Charles Bra2laugh.. 
ew Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 
ew Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh... 
The New Faith. J.L Stodd 


. D. Moore . 
Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingersoll.............. 
Dur Father in Heaven. Poem by Oharles 

Stephenson ......... serere AR 1 

Our Tore and Savior Jesus Christ. T E Lor g- 
SHOE. ...........- Meise eine ipd TE TE eec 5 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg. a5 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. 8 B Dur 
akeman, G R Hawes............. EE 
Protestant Intolerance. Joh 5 
Philosophy of Secularism. arles Watts.. 2 
A Pioture of the Jewish Jehovah as desor 
. by the Bible. Perdozen.................. 10 


Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 


tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 
Protestant Persecutions William Cobpett.. 1 
Questions for Bible Worshipers............... 1 


The Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. A. C. 


vall..... TE ET EA og Sioselaledalseers 10 
The Religion of Humanity Better than Eter- 

, nal Punishment. Babcock........... 10 
Religion of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 
Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 

* Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the Editor of 

. The Truth Seeker.............- esee 3 
Revivalism Examined. A.G. Humphrey..... 2 
A Remarkable Book A Keview ot Greg's 

Creed of Christendom. H. W. Douglas 
in Canadian Spectator............ esee. 1 
The Sate Side. H B Brown............-.....-- 2 
Science and Bible Antagonistic. Chas. Watts. 3 
A Secular Prayer. Austin Holyoake.......... 1 
olyoake...... 2 


Secular Responsibility. - GJ 
The Stage and the Pulpit 

Superstition Dispiayed. 

_ ted Letter to the Sects of Great 

“ Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 

Jasper’s Ceiebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


. Robt G Ingersoll. 8 
Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 
Britain 


ruff, M. 
Thoughts on Atheism. Can Man by Search- 
ing Findout God. Austin Holyoake... 8 
The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 10 
The True Basis of Morality. Annie Besant.. 2 
The Truth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 
Reply to some of the Suaday-schoo. 
tories About Hi n.) ................. v.d 
Two Short Sermons, Rev. Theologicu s 
Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh 
Were Adam and Eve Our #irst Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh................-.. e 
What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh ... 
Who Was Jesus Christ? Chas. Bradlaugh.... 
Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.... 
When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus..... ... ze 
What is the Bible? A Review of Sunderland's 
What isthe Bible?".................... 1 
Wonders of Prayer. D M Benmett............ 1 
Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 
WasChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE: 
THE CONELIOT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientifio phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic, and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as wel] as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. ‘O88 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our & mphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and ferritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominationa 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and, Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the tacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. ‘Lhe figures, bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shail 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
10 9xist. . 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


fen copies. ~ - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies - - - =- 4.50 
pee hundred copied viai ates. 8.00 
" arger quanti 8 &U SOCI rates. 
addres TRUTH SEEKER, Now York 


dress THE 


RIGHT LIVING | 


e 
Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid:ring from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Freethough 


By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


RADAR Ow 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
Such was the case, however. 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one/ Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
‘per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this. office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Yxars or Frem 
THOUGHT, ib covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
&nd presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home! 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 
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Price, $5, With “The Truth Seeker’ One Year, $6.50. l 
| [THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument for * limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just'ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition uf that splendid prose poom 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Ool. R. G 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appesr the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, ' one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who, now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness,but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heayy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid, 


Address 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


i BEING : 
A. Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 

Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Fai 
fully Set Forth. 7 Faith 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
98Lafavette place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: -ongso 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, ani » herp oets 
and sin them n gonr homes, maki E. ‘Qem hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FoR 4 Copy faen alot. 


gilt title, 40 cents: half bound, 35 3 cis, 


&'74- 


dlee fer 


Hosrzss (to little six-year-old visitor at 
dinner): ‘‘ Why, don't you ask a blessing 
at your house, Tommy? Don’t you thank 
the Lord for what you eat?” Tommy: 
** No, ma’am; we don’t hav to. We pay 
for what we get.” 


Pastor Toocoop: 
that the great number of Sunday fatalities 
is a judgment on the American people for 
abandoning the Sabbath of the Puritans?” 
Deacon Hardhead: ‘‘ Well, I don’t know. 
The Puritans had a good many Sunday 
fatalities themselvs whenever the Indians 
got up an excursion. "— New York Weekly. 


Parsons. 


Ir was a very hot day, and when Mr. 
Dunnigan happened to meet his daughter 
with her friend, he, wishing to do the po- 
lite thing, invited them to hav .some ice 
cream, an invitation which was at once ac- 
cepted. When they were seated at the 
table in the ice cream parlor, Mr. Dunni- 
gan, addressing his daughter's friend, 
affably inquired, ‘‘An’ phot koind will 
yez hav, me dear?” ‘‘I will take some 
orange ice,” she replied. Mr. Dunnigan’s 
brow darkened, and glaring at the young 
lady malevolently, he thundered, ‘‘Av yez 
do, ye’ll arder it yersilf."— Harper's 
Magazine. 


Mr. Goset [American missionary in 
Japan] built himself a modern house on 
what is known as ‘‘the Bluff," south of 
Yokohama, and surrounded his grounds 
with the first fence that was ever built in 
this part of the world. It was made of 
bamboo pslings, and the boys in the 
neighborhood used to annoy the good 
missionary greatly by rattling . sticks 
against it as they ran along the street. 
The British admiral lived just above him 
and had a very natty Tommy Atkins for 
an orderly. He wore a little round cap on 
the northeast corner oi his head and al- 
ways carried a little cane of rattan in his 
hand. One morning, having been sent 
with a message, he appeared before the 
admiral with his face bruised to a jelly and 
his nniform tattered and torn, and cov- 
ered with dust. ‘‘Mercy on us!" ex- 
claimed the admiral, in astonishment at 
the spectacle, ‘‘what has happened to 

ou?" ‘*I beg your pardon, sir,” replied 
ommy, ‘‘but, has I was coming halong 
hup the ‘ill a-rubbing my stick hagainst 
the missionary's fence, 'e came hout in 'is 
pyjamas and said as'ow'e'ad vowed by 
the grace of God to lick the 'ide hoft the 
next man who did that, and 'e 'as done it, 
Bir. 
AN INCOMPLETE REVELATION 
While Quaker folks were Quakers st'll, 
some fifty years ago, 
When coats were drab and gowns were 
plain and speech was staid and slow, 
Before Dame Fashion dared suggest a sin- 
gle friz or curl, 
There dwelt, 'mid Penfield’s peaceful 
shades, an old-time Quaker girl. 


Ruth Wilson’s garb was of her sect. De- 
void of furbelows, 

She spoke rebuke to vanity, from bonnet 
to her toes; 

Sweet redbird was she, all disguised in 
feathers of the dove, 

With dainty foot and perfect form and 
eyes that dreamt of love. 


Sylvanus Moore, a bachelor of forty years 
Or 80, 

A quaintly, pious, weazened soul, with 
hair and beard of tow, 

And queer thin legs and shufü ing walk and 
drawling, nasal tone, : 
Was prompted by the Spirit to make this 

maid his own. 


He knew it was the Spirit, for he felt it in 
his breast 

As oft before in meeting time, and, sure 
of his request, 

Procured the permit in due form. On 
Fourth day of that weck 

He let Ruth know the message true that he 
was moved to speak. 


“ Ruth, it has been revealed to me that 
thee and I shall wed; 

I hav spoken to the meeting and the mem- 
bers all hav gaid 

That our union seems a righteous one, 
which they will not gainsay, 

‘So, if convenient to thy views, I'll wed 

thee next Third-day.” 


The cool possession of herself by friend 
Sylvanus Moore 

Aroused her hot resentment, which by 
effort she forbore, 

(She knew he was a goodly man, of simple, 
childlike mind), 

And checked the word ‘‘impertinence!” 
and answered him in kind: 


“Sylvanus Moore, do thee go home and 
wait until I see 

The fact that I must be thy wife revealed 
unto me.” 

And thus she left him there alone, at will 
to ruminate, 

Sore puzzled at the mysteries of Love, 
Free Will, and Fate. 

—Richard A. Jackson, in the Century. 


“Don’t you think 


THE TRUTH 


Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices, | exiens 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply tos 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
genera C Luse. i 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liqnor, Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 
DID MAN FALL? Isthe Gardenof Eden | THE RELIG 


a Fact? Israel W Groh. 
EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 


SEEKER. 


on the famous text, "The Clergy know that I 

do not know.” 

RS IS TENCE AFTER DEATH 

IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FREDERIOK Dovensss and Cor. RoB- 
-ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decisi.n of the 
United States Conrt that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. ritty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Uolonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. Solong 
as the Pulpit speaks to bélieving Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to & devil of its own oreation and to 
a God who is powerlers against him. One of 
Hel-n Gardener’s bright«st efforts. 

ION OF HUMANITY BET- 

TEN THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


Frederic R. Marvin, M.D, Giving reasonable RELIGIUUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 


reasons for Religions and other 


FALSE CLAIMS OF THE 


elusions. 
HU 


RCH. 


Washbnrn's best lectnres, and it is, like all of 


John E. Hemibnrg's most noted work, and | PHE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 


oneof the most effective ever written by any 


. Babcock's comical sermo: 


1 of M . 
FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 


APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teacn- 
ers of the former *68i D M Bennett. 
THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethonght International Con- 
ress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste n's 
Fraternal attacks on Spiritnaliem. 
THE GLORY OF IN*IDEL'TY. To 
which is added & poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samnel P. Pntnam's most brilliantlectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic qnes- 
tion, " What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. _ 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samnel P Pntnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discnssion between Col Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Condert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thonghts to him.” Colonel Ingerso! 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Con- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 


Protestant. . 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
finence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy, H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. Take away man 
and yon take away God—tbe image vanishes.” 
This pamphl t, therefore, is & consideration 
of what 
Samnel P. Pntn 

ORTHODOX Y. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. ‘he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dyiug Out. Religions Deaths 
and Births, the Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hamm-d, The Destruction of Art, The Di 
covery of America. Copernicns and 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as à Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 

The Second Birth, Ins iration, Tne Reign of 

Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 

Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, 

Evasions, “No B ble, No Civilization;" Mira- 

cles of the New Testament, Fhe Ascension, 

Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 

nal Punishment, Some who Are Damned, 

What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


ious 


| WAS 


ind of à God man should make. | 


am. . searchers. 
A lecture by QColonel! WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


Dis- ; 
Kepler, ! 


flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evi:tence o* the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se gnenret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity. virtne, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th aud 16th 
centaries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bing tre Nurembnrg Collection. with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s anniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, anthor of the 
Inf. of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. . 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. _ : 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Ohrist's alleged acts which would lead one 
to that conclnsion. LK Washburn. 

WHY DONT HE LEND A HAND? And 
-other Agnostic Poems. Samnel P. Pu'nam. 
Tre title poem, is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and & great 
many editions of it hav^ beeu called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
avd the Real. Not Dead, bnt Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Natnre's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr:ss at Chi- 
cago. Oonside'ing: The Cause of Woman's 
ubjngation, The on Law and Its Effects 
pon H r, Theology ever Helpfulto Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethonght the 
Benefactor of Woman. susan H. Wixon 
WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A leot- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Snffrage As- 
socia'ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKER. CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


| Laugh. 


it will 

Corner 
the 

Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


400 Pes. 200 


CONTENTS. 


Snstaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adyentures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Qneer Family : 

Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, . 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, . . 
Balaam the Diviner, 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Roth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God’s Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Trnthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lajayette Pl, New York city, 
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In the nature of things, 
BAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


**In the nature of thingy there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim oJ 


inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil. 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IwezssorLr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by INGERSOLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SINP 


Colonel Ixaznasonr's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
«Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 cents, 


SzprrAbkn 7, 1895] 


PERSONAL liberty is the paramount es- 
sential to human dignity and hunian hap- 
piness.— Bulwer. 


It is the function of government to 
maintain the conditions of liberty, and be- 
yond, 2s to let men alone.—New York 

orid. 


Aut sin may be pardoned but the covert 
it hides in, which must be broken up.— C. 
A. Bartol. [In other words, hypocrisy 
must be done to death. | 


Many persons are developed far enough 
to be jealous of their own liberties. Few 
persons are sufficiently ample to battle for 
ms liberties of others. — Horace L. Trau- 

el. 


I am not a friend to & very energetic 
government. It is always oppressiv. It 
places the governors indeed more at their 
ease at the expense of the people. — Thomas 
Jefferson. 


Let every one insist on reality and sin- 
cerity, and refrain as much as he can from 
complimentary usages which involve un- 
truths. If each resolves to tell as few tacit 
lies as possible, social intercourse will be 
much healthier.— Herbert Spencer. 


. Ir any man is able to convince me and 
show me that I do not think or act right, 
I will gladly change; for I seek the truth, 
by which no man was ever injured. But 
he is injured who abides in his error and 
ignorance.—M. Aurelius Antoninus. 


Taere is no alleviation for the sufferings 
of mankind except veracity of thought- and 
of action, and the resolute facing of the 
world as it is when the garment of make- 
believe by which pious hands hav hidden 
its uglier features is stripped off.— Hualey. 


ART should refine our sense of character 
and conduct, of justice and sympathy, 
greatly hightening our self-knowledge, 
self-control, precision of action, and con- 
siderateness, aud making us intolerant of 
baseness, cruelty, injustice, and intellect- 
ual superficiality or vulgarity.— George 
Bernard Shaw, in Liberty. 


IT is fashionable to say that he [ Voltaire] 
was not profound. This is because he was 
notstupid. In the presence of absurdity 
he laughed, and was called irreverent. He 
thought God would not damn even a priest 
forever—this was regarded as blasphemy. 
He endeavored to prevent Christians from 
murdering each other, and did what he 
could to civilize the disciples of Christ. 
Had he founded a sect, obtained control of 
s»me country, and burned a few heretics 
at slow fires, he would hay won the admi- 
ration, respect, and love of the Christian 
world. Had he only pretended to believe 
all the fables of antiquity, had he mum- 
bled Latin prayers, counted beads, crossed 
himself, devoured now and then the flesh 
of Gad, and carried fagots to the feet of 
Philosophy in the name of Christ, he might 
hav been in heaven this moment, enjoying 
the sight of the damned.—Jngersoll, 


Wuen the notion is once firmly im- 
‘planted in the mind that the source of 
honor is from without rather than from 
within, it must invariably happen that the 
possession of external distinction will be 
preferred to the sense of internal power. 
In such cases the majesty of the human in- 
tellect and the dignity of human knowledge 
are considered subordinate to those mock 
and spurious gradations by which weak 
men measure the degrees of their own 
littleness.: * ° * To talk of the pride of 
hereditary rank is a contradiction in terms. 
The proud man sees in his own mind the 
source of his own dignity. The vain man, 
restless, insatiable, and always craving 
after the admiration of his contemporaries, 
must naturally make grest account of those 
external marks, those visible tokens, which, 
whether tbey be decorations or titles, strike 
directly on the senses, and thus captivate 


the vulgar, to whose understandings they: 


are immediately obvious.— Buckle, 


Tan public schools exalt rather than de- 


base Womanhood. While they tend to de- 
stroy the assumptions of dogma, and 
weaken the authority of ecclesiastical or- 
ganizations, they, on the other hand, 
strengthen, exalt, and idealize the author- 
ity of truth. Who dare say this is not 
advantageous to the individual and to so- 
ciety? Truth understood and obeyed will 
care for us all here and hereafter, in this 
or another world. We recognize that the 
public schools make it more difficult for 
the church to control its communicants, 
because of the higher demands made upon 
the church. Intelligence is ever exacting, 
both intellectually and morally. This 1s 
the chief reason for the public school, and 
any church which is unwilling to meet the 
most exalted demands of the age, any 
church which will not urge its communi- 
eants to participate in the noblest oppor- 
tunities, to that extent declares its weak- 
ness.—Progressiv Age, replying to Car- 
dinal Gibbons. = 
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Gems of Ehought. | Truth Seeker Library. 


Publislied Moutlily at $8 per Year. 
IssuEs ó 1891.— 48. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891... 
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edson. Thomas Paine. IÙ 


dener,. aed 
The Age of Redson. us- 


rated..... Weqéecssece.isvesrleciscssPesecse 4 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 
nett. ....-..e eer tre ARR 25 
Ohristian Absurdities. J: n Peck. . 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaife.:..::,..... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. IllusiPatéd....- 4e 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Hemsburg...... . 85 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
.80n. Robert O. Adams.................. 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- us 
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The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- — . 
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Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
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Was Ohrist Orucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
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Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.... e. 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... f 25 
Why Dome God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- » 
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Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
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Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
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The Holy Bible Abridg3d.:.................... — 80 
‘alse Olaims of the Church. John E. 
msburg...........sesee eene eres, 10 
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Thomas. Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
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The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
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Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

. E. Billings .... e 025 
Resurrection of Jesus. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell . 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

gion a Lie. §.P.Putnam............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor o 

BUTH BEEKEB.............:...... 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg.......... 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair 
trated. 8. P. nam..... 25 
15 
15 
10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson.. 25 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent........... ETHER 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progres: 
ixon...... e eee eee e eene nete eoo 
Issues or 1894.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Back. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Relf-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr — 15 
Ohurch Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should T 

Obi es crree eese iiscePcseescoróree serre 

Koneress and Sunday Laws. me tee 5 
e Better World. A dip into the future 
of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. South- 

OE: asas seed PN T PRETT 50 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner 10 
Religion and the Bible. An old subject in 

the light of modern thought. F.D. 

br are og eae E n rein 50 
A Tale of & Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

: Ilustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 


Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 
L.G.Reed................-e uen 15 

Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 
ness, the Christ Principle, etc. W. L. 
Willis lees ee cence ee eee Pétese viene as 10 
During the year other standard Freethought 


works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ET they appear. 


Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers soid at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
Lafayette Place. New York. 
The Glory of Infidelity 
WITH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam's works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 

THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 

x not a $ » 
pi pagio Pray, P but! ta 
disease 


m or and regain it 
úf byreading the MEAE book of 


dll by an eminent Physician of 35 years 
e “old, 


‘ky 
initated by many, equalled by none. 
Hi Inspired by wish to aid humanity, it 


Its essays On marriage, parentage, ` 
aq adaptation, marital failures, etc.» 
are of inestimable value to all now 


ds evelopment of man. 
APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address LHE TRUTH NEHER, 
28 Lafayette Place New York. 
Science Versus Religion, 
OB, THE 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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—THE-— 


FREETHINKERS? PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE 4 DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OHNT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


Í 8 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS. OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


70 MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSIN 
= WITH PORTRAIT 
s "THE DESIGNER. 


HESTON, 
or 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent nole Sam and the Priests. 


2 he Church Robbing the People. 
3 " Thanksgiving. 

6 s Sabbath Laws. 

14 » Children and the Church. 


10 s Woman and the Church. | 

6 b The Church and Thomas Paine. 
4 = Studies in Natural History. 

3 = The Bible and Science. 

i5 " The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 ae Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 " The Atonement Scheme. 

4 s The Lord and His Works. 

2 " Prayer. 

io *" The Creeds. 

1 ik Christians and Mohammedans. 


9 represent Samples of Obristianity’s Work. 
6 ve Missionaries. 
" The Lord's Instruments. 

Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 

‘he Church and Slavery. 

iests and Politics. 

Zreland and the Church. . 
Churoh's idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegofies. 
Heaven. 


Hell. 
Miscellaneous. 


£52 


2$922$53538325 


‘A most extraordinary publication. . We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 


fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
ished. "We i th Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o. 


lished. We must give the Trut 


At twice the price ıt wovld have been a, cheap. book. 
is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own fee Dgs t 
erica will desire & copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


signer 


ever again be PE 
a 


Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 


hat nearly every Liberal in 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, and has done faithf 
ures donot make up the whole of :his volume. 


and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the piot- 
There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
ok is one of the best weapons against Christi 


hands of Freothinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


those who uphold them. Altogether the 


anity and the church that has ever been put `n the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Ad4dross "THI UCERADERA SERENE- 


NO ** BEGINNING;" 


OR. 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
" Creation” or “ First Cause” of things. 

By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 

“ This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.”—THz 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly.and strongly in cloth. 

PRIOE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Address © THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


4 COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
: and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


FOB SA 
AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 

A small farm ef 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and & half miles of Media county seat 
and within four miles of Chester, ta., on the 
Delaware river. Several springs of soft water. 
good timber growing on the p'ace, some choice 
apple and pear trees in fruiting condition. House 
and barn on the place. but are old buildings. 


| 
| 
| 


Within five minutes walk of the railroad station, ' 
9 miles from Philadelphia. Trolley line between | 


Media and Ohester, with less than five minutes 
wa. 

The place is specially well located for a florist, 
and it would be a fine summer residence for one 
who would put a modern house on it. Eight 
years ago the land adjoining sold for $618 per 
acre, and no land near it has sold as low as that 
since. Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scehery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 
Address W. H., care THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vtcegerents of God. ` 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
Gent. Samples free. 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5308, Boston, Mase, 


and expenses, Lady or 


Oe 0002000000000 608 


QAN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER! ! 


We want 1000 more active agents before & 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20to $30 per day 
can be easily madein any locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish & large roll of 
samples entirely FREE ani allow 60 per 9 

cent. commission on all sales. Send t y e 
for full particulars, or we will send wit! 
same a Valuable sample of our goods in 
EDO SEE Ae 
silver or stamps. ablis , Ad- 
dress, STA. DA Bb SILVERWARE 

» Boston, Mass. 
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ll booklet will be sent to their 

ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

EE plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Out- 

«ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of thé kind in existence —with evidences of suc: 
cess, A i DR. R. P. FELLOWS,  . 
(ag where you saw thisadver,.- Vineland, N. J« 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
ancutgrowth of this long practice. which should 
give confidence to those afflicted, j 
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SABBATH. 


At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an hungered, and bagan to 
pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. —Mat. xii, 1. 


Ji ews of the (Dock. 


Tue grand conclave of the Knights 
Templer was in session in: Boston last 
wee 


On Aug. 29th a torpedo boat upset in 
the North Sea and thirteen persons were 
drowned, 


Tue prospects for fall trade are excel- 
lent, so the manufacturers and merchants 
are saying. 


Moke rioting is reported from China, 
the nativ Christians being the sufferers in 
this instance. 


IT is reported from Shanghai that there 
were 40,000 deaths from cholera in Peking 
during August. 


Mayor Swirt, of Chicago, ordered that 
no red flags should appear in the Sosialiatic 
reception to Keir Hardie. 


Ir is rumored that Turkish soldiers and 
Kurds hav attacked the town of Kemakh 
and several villages in Armenia. 


The Cuinzsz government has granted 
the French missions in the Sechuen prov- 
ince an indemnity of 4,000,000 francs. 


By cloudbursts in Algeria and Mexico 
on Aug. 28th fourteen lives were lost in the 
first-named country and eight in the last. 


By the sudden descent of water into the 
shaft of the Sleepy Hollow mine at Cen- 
tral City, Col., op Aug. 29th, twelve miners 
were drowned, 


CHOLERA has broken out in Honolulu. 
There had been eight deaths at latest re- 
ports. The same disease is spreading rap- 
idly in soutwestern Russia, 


Joan MonrEy is engaged in writing a 
history of the present eentury, It is a 
stupendous undertaking, and has occupied 
his spare time for several years. 


A very severe electrical storm swept 
over New York and vicinity late Saturday 
afternoon, Aug. 31st. Considerable dam- 
age was done and an inch of water fell in 
twenty minutes. 


AT the rie, Pa., aentennial there will 
be a parade of Sunday-school children of 
all denominations. This was decided upon 
at a convention of Catholic, Protestant, 
and Jewish clergymen. 


Two Roumanian bear tamers and traders 
hav been arrested in Hungary charged 
with feeding human flesh to their animals. 
They hav confessed that they killed four 
boys and fed them to the bears. 


Tar Metropolitan Traction Company of 
New York has at last decided to substitute 
the underground trolley for horse and ca- 
ble power as rapidly as it can be done. 
They now use about 6,000 horses. 


Tue first white man to be hanged in 
Africa has just paid the penalty. He was 
an ex-misnionary named Stokes, and he 
was hanged in the Congo Free State for 
supplying arms to the Arabs for their 
war on his own race, He made a fortune 
in trade, 


By the vote of 60 to 46 the New York 
Liquor Dealers’ Association voted to. sub- 
mit to the Sunday law. This is not bind- 
ing on the non-members, of course, and 
it is hinted that it will not be respected by 
the minority of the members. 


On Aug. 30th there were arrested at 
Penn’s Grove, N. J., twenty Cubans, who 
were taken to Wilmington, Del., and put 
in jail. Twenty-eight cases of arms and 
ammunition were seized. The arrest was 
ordered by Secretary Carlisle. 


New Yonx policemen serve their mas- 
ters by going in disguise into the delica- 
tessen stores on the East side and buying 
something for the purpose of getting a 
chance to arrest the proprietors. This is 
called ‘‘disciplining " the police. 


On Aug. 29th a strike of the employees 
of the Cordage Trust began in the jute 
mill of the American Manufacturing Com- 
pony at Greenpoint, I. I., when 500 men, 
boys, and girls went out. The strike may 
become general in the works of the Cord- 
age Trust. l 


Beres must be scarce in Tennessee, 
where Henry Hammel was arrested for 
stealing one from a bookstand. He wasa 
laborer and said: ‘‘I didn't mean any 
wrong; I just wanted to read the book and 
had no money to buy one." Where are 
the Bible and home missionary societies 
with their millions of Bibles and dollars? 


Tar Treasury Department has declined 
to admit free of duty the clothes and sword 
of the Duke of Wellington worn by him at 
Waterloo, and Napoleon’s hat and sword 
worn by him on the same occasion. The 
intention of the importer was to exhibit 
them in this coutry for pay. Dead saints, 
for exhibition for pay in Catholie churches, 
are admitted free. 


WinLiAM Strona, ex-associate justice of 
the United States Supreme Court, died at 
Lake Minnewarka, N. Y., Aug. 19th. He 
was born in Somers, Conn., in 1808. He 
affiliated with the God-in-the-Constitution 
Asgociation as early as 1864, the year the 
national organization was perfected, and 
while he was on the bench of the supreme 
eourt of Pennsylvania. 


AT 6:10 a. M., Sept. 1st, a distinct earth- 
quake shock was felt in Eastern New York, 
Delaware, New Jersey, and Eastern Penn- 
sylvania. The vibration was from north 
to south and lasted about ten seconds. Of 
it and its effects, the World says: '*Ina 
few places the more ignorant or more su- 
perstitious part of the inhabitants were 
thrown into paroxysms of terror, and be- 
took themselvs to their knees, their prayers 
and their Bibles,” 


Witriam Srainway, the piano manu- 
facturer, is preparing to enter upon the 
manufacture of horseless carriage motors 
on a large scale, at the Long Island village 
bearing his name. The motor is the 
Daimler, which won the grand prize in the 
international .race between Paris and 
Rouen, in 1894, the gold medal and first 
prize at Turin, and the first, second, third, 
and fourth prizes in the round trip race 
between Paris and Bordeaux, last June. 
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The fuel is petroleum, producing gas ex- 
plosions at regular intervals. 


SIxTy-NINE excursionists were injured, 
many very seriously, in a Labor-day col- 
lision on the Sea Beach railway beween 
New York and Coney Island. The disas- 
ter was caused by a runaway engin which 
had been abandoned with reversed lever 
after previously colliding with another en- 
gin. It overtook and struck the excursion 
train in the rear, telescoping four cars. 


Tue United States district attorney and 
the marshal of Wyoming report to Wash- 
ington that Tanega, the Bannock Indian 
killed in the late ‘‘ war,” was atrociously 
murdered by Constable Manning and his 
deputies, but that it will be useless to try to 
bring them to justice, as the commissioner 
before whom the case would hay to be 
brought is in sympathy with the outlaws 
and gave them the advice upon which 
they acted. It is suggested that the com- 
missioner should be removed, 
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“Intercourse Between the Soul and Body.” 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 
Interestiog books by same author: 


“ Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp.,...... .75 

Divine Love and Wisdom,” 248 pp.,..... .75 
“ Divine Provideuce,’’ 308 pp.,. .........--. 17 
“ Oonjugal Lov -,” 472 pp. esseen... 81.00 


“Troe Christian Religion,” 989 p 
" Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1, 
Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the American 
Swedenborg Printing and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


PNR ANNA NL ISGISUAN ANANA 


SYNOPSIS : 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. : 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiousl Blow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design 
VIL. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


p.»......, 1.50 
2,8,4 each, $1 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place. NY. 
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A Chinese circular has this arraignment 
of Christian missionaries: *' The? sanguin- 
ary hogs calling themselvs foreign mis 
sionaries fool both earth and heaven. 
They try to destroy the dignity of our an- 
cestry and our ancient religion. If they 
were riddled with bullets and cut up with 
swords, the punishment would not be too 
grosi. The dirty dogs! The wild beasts! 
The foul books! The hypocrits, destroy- 
ing the religion of the angels for their say- 
age doctrins. Every poople in every land 
roe every sea want to see them pun- 
ished, i 


ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its 
Relations to the Fiseal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


THE 1RUTH SEBBER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York 


Price, 5 cents. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER. Offer 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. - Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can doa great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'axgrEINKERB's ProroriaL Text-Boor, in board 

' covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Protoriat Tuxt-Boox. 


The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PIOTORIAL 
Tzxr-Boor were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfuinse tro Church’s 
claim to being a divine and ~ ficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has | 85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Heston 
and include a portrait vf the designer. The pict- 


ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 


Unele Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 


giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Chureh 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politios, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, «nd 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. l 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published.  We.must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is & wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 

r. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of 
right and truth, But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— - 
Boston Investigator, 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. i 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says ot It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Epiror Trors Srrxer: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book" is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed “corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker’s library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bruer. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers 


MÀ 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Tavrm Sexxer one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. f shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Honprep Years or FRkETHOUGHT' embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


vow, 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 


SPECIAL Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. ` 
AND FURIHER—TOo aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 
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For $5 we will send Tae Trura SzzkEgR one year ($3) and “Paine’s 


great Works Complete"($3). 


This elition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle 


For $5 we wil send Taz T&urH SxzxzE one year ($3) and * The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers ” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


-For $4.50 we will send Tae Truta Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 


Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory " ($2.75). 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


This is a splendid offer, for every one 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


ean help but be well-informed in all scieniific matters. 


For $4.50 we wil send Taz Trura Szzkk& one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we wil send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 


year ($3) and “The Free- 


For $4 we will send Taz Trors Szzxer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tum Trurn SEEKER one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 


tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


. The Freethinker's Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


AND —— 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Wil be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and Taz TRUTE 
EEKER one year for $5. 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sngar Spoons and 'frurn SpexKeR, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spooa 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address 


HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
dea! for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 

& ug. 75 cents, 

Formacion ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 

tion of Worms, with observations on their 
, habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. : 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. ‘By Andrew Wils "B.8.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. | 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.3.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribntion of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. BI Sir John Lub- 

ock, Bart., F.R.8., M.P.,D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. "75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ct of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
filliams, F.O.8. Two books 1n one volnme 
, 75 cents. 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numerons notes 
and illustrations, and an index. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volnmes. Over 700 
pages printedin large type. Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grores J, ROMANES. 


As tematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Knglish writers upon evolution. 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien. 
tifio knowledge and ability. And this is & part ot 
his conclusion regar ung the great subject of 
Design, to which the “Furch so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through. 
out organic natnre we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence oi 
supernatural design. . ,Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
lace haa taken plave in the direction of natural- 
sm, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
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Thastrated, rico edis tnuTH SEEKFR 
SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 

By R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 

Price, 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price. 25 cente, 


on, F 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS 1 


By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Editton 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. 
Part I.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 


chapters. | . 
Part I11.—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. . 
Part im ence Came the Aryans? Five chap 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKEL 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York Citv 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 


world by going to Chicago. The author is also |. 


the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure te 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 2 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1, | . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificanc 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Law- 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalen 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, ẹ 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution t. 
the Outdoor stndy of Natural History. Illn- 

trated by H. Faber. Cloth 


2. 
Addrem ^ THÉ TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Tafavette place. New Vor! 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000 sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 20¢ 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Swcond 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objeotions to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 
Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, E - - - - 15 cents. 


Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 
Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Srewenker-Biidjer. 


... Wir haben folgende Biidher in 
beutjdjer Sprache, welke fer beriihmt find : 
,, Die Zerthümer Mojes, “ 
Eine friti{de Beleuchtung des Dentateud) im 
Sidt der modernen Weltan: 


fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Col, R. ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
des 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gotterdimmerung, ^ 
von Col. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wunder nud SOwunbertfüter,^ 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glanbe und Vernunft, ^ 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des romifch-Fatolifden Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzofifdhen iiberfegt von 
Fraulein Unna Rnoop. 

801 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umihlag und 
flarem Drud. Unfere deut{den Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 


dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 


he time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into. 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the. 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the. 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F.. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London, 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4;, 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
ncluding The Age of Reason, Examination of' 
rophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 

ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter - 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights o 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 

gilt edges, 


Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
$4.50. 

The Gods and Religious of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
couut of all the gods the uations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Sutun, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. TI describes fully - 
all religious systems of the world, including . 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; . 
thelatter occupying 372 pages, being fully gone 
into. 919 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit - 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- . 
ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; ; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘The Truth. 
jeeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from. 
‘he price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL’ 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


" A good book written with a purpose.”’ 
Price 25 cents. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 
A Story o' the Rightway Almshouse 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


. Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London ‘ Free-- 
thinker” says: "It is by far the best production: 
of Mr Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend! 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
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Argument and Action Are Inconsistent. 


Judge Owers, of Leadville, Col., recently handed 
down a decision in a Sunday closing case that is a 
disgrace to the bench—one of those decisions that 

` tend to bring the administration of law into utter 
contempt. He denounced the Sunday law of Colo- 
rado and demanded its repeal; he talked of “blue 
laws” and New England “witchcraft”; he favored 
local option and said that Sunday laws were sump- 
tuary in character; he quoted Cooley’s declaration 
that “the inability to secure a reasonable enforce- 
ment of a law is always a strong indication of its 
unconstitutionality in a free country"; he said that 


the law undoubtedly had its foundation “in some: 


religious idea” and therefore was not based on any 
economic or sanitary reason; he affirmed that * Sun- 
day, as a religious institution, can receive no legal 
recognition without violating the guarantees as to 
religious liberty made in our Constitution"; he ex- 
posed the rest and sanitary pretexts; he said that 
“the majority of the legislators who aid in enacting 
such laws expect to and do constantly violate them”; 
he pointed out that the continual violation of such 
laws with impunity leads to contempt for all law; 
he stoutly asserted that “the plea of rest is as in- 
defensible, when made in support of Sunday laws, 
as are the religious grounds upon which such stat- 
utes are sometimes defended,” and he proved it; he 
denounced the persecution of the Adventists in 
Tennessee and other states; he showed how Sunday 
laws * encourage bribery and corrupt politics,” and 
he gave a number of other excellent reasons against 
the Sunday statutes. Yet—amazing stultification 
—he held the Sunday closing statute with which he 
was dealing to be constitutional! Has Judge 
Owers ever read the Bill of Rights of his state? 
That says that “no person shall ever be denied 
any civil or political right, privilege, or capacity on 
account of his opinions concerning religion.” Is 
not such denial of citizen right made when the leg- 
islature incorporates in the statutes of the state an 
edict subjecting to punishment the person who 
shall refuse to observe the holy day of & church? 
The citizen punished does not believe that Sunday 
is a day different from other days or that the 
church has any right to require him to act as 
though he believed that it was. 

Again, the Bill of Rights declares that no prefer- 
ence shall “be given by law to any religious de- 
nomination or mode of worship." Is that not 


plain enough for Judge Owers to understand it? 
Observance of Sunday is a mode of worship, and 
when a law is enacted compelling observance of that 
day a preference is given to that mode of worship and 
to the denomination practicing it, as the Seventh- 
Day Adventists know to their bitter cost. Judge 
Owers’ unconstitutional decision makes a mockery 
of all his fine words, which, in this case as in many 
others, “butter no parsnips” and safeguard no 
rights. “Even the devils believe and tremble,” we 
are told in an old volume, but we do not learn that 
by doing works meet for repentance they ceased 
to be devils. We trust that Judge Owers will par- 
don the scriptural allusion in consideration of the 
precedent we hav in James’ censure of those out of 
whose mouths proceeded both “blessing and curs- 
ing,” and the denunciation of those others who 
were neither hot nor cold, but merely discreetly 


lukewarm. 
eee 


A Specimen Church Yarn. 

About once in six months, and oftener in dull 
years, the daily papers of some city get from some 
backwoods district a yarn about the awful effects 
of some revival upon some unbeliever. This seems 
to bea dull year, for the yarns might almost be 
said to come two ata time. The accounts usually 
portray the said unbeliever in the act of being 
stricken dumb by lightning while denying the ex- 
istence of God or reviling the church. Paralytic 
strokes are also favorit forms of divine vengeance 
on these occasions, while sometimes the blasphemer 
is turned into stone. The latest thing of the sort 
is from Georgia, the home of Methodism in all its 
superstition and ignorance. It is so good a speci- 
men of what the Christian imagination can do in 
this line that we giv it entire as it appeared in the 
Atlanta Constitution, a journal somewhat remark- 
able for its bigoted devotion to untruth as promul- 
gated by the Christian church : 


**'Tougue Paralyzed—A Blasphemer Struck Dumb while 
Ridiculing Religious Worship—Now Thinks He Is 
Doomed to Hell—He Writes a Note toa Preacher 


and Asks a Congroeaeon to Pray for Him—Many 


People Converte 

‘ ATHENS, QA., August 27,—(Special.)—A remarkable 
story comes from the little town of High Shoals, located 
fourteen miles from Athens, a story that many may not 
believe, but which is vouched for by one of the leading 
members of Oconee street Methodist church, of this city. 

** Mr. H. T. Rogers, a steward in Oconee street church 
and an old man honored and respected by his fellowmen, 
returned to-day from High Shoals, where he had been at- 
tending a revival held at the Methodist church at that 
place. Mr. Rogers tells the following awe-inspiring-story 
of an ineident that happened at the Shoals Sunday after- 
noon, and he says it has created a great deal of excite- 
ment there. 

** The revival has been going on about one week, Rev. 
J. T. Lowe, & consecrated Methodist minister, having 
charge of it. A great deal of interest was manifested in 
it and large numbers of people attended the meetings. 

** Among other citizens of High Shoals is Mr. William 
Haygood, an old gentleman who moved there a short 
while ago from Princeton Factory. He was marshal of 
the town of Princeton. Mr. Haygood is an honest, hard- 
working old man, and for many years was a member of 
the Methodist church. Lately he has taken up the doc- 
trin of unbelief, preaching against heaven and hell, de- 
elaring that no such places exist, and denying many of 
the claims of Christians as set forth in the Testament, 
During. the progress of the meeting at High Shoals last 
week, Mr. Haygood would go to the meetings at the 
church and then collect a crowd of men together and at- 
tempt to answer the arguments of the preacher. He de- 
clared that the preacher was talking nonsense, that there 
was nothing in it, and that they wasted their time in go- 
ing to the meetings. In sucha vein he went on, throw- 
ing cold water on the revival whenever he got an oppor- 
tunity. 

** Sunday afternoon the services had been concluded, 
and a crowd collected around Mr. Haygood at Mr. Med- 
lin’s store, at the Shoals. Haygood was proceeding in 
his usual way to argue against the meeting, and the men 
were listening to wha¢ he had to say. 


** Suddenly silence fell upon the crowd, as if rooted to 
the spot. The old man had started a sentence when 
he suddenly stopped. He attempted to complete it, but 
he could not utter one syllable. The crowd was dum- 
founded, but hoped the old man would soon come around 
all right. But the minutes slipped by and still that 
tongue was silenced. On rolled the hours, but no sound 
came from that tongue. In the midst of his argument 
against religion, his tongue had refused to speak. Was 
it mere chance paralysis, or was it the finger of God that 
had been laid upon that unruly member to rebuke the 
utterances made or to prevent the utterances to come? 
Those were the questions asked by the crowd of them- 
selvs, and a holy awe spread through the crowd. 

** Mr. Haygood went to his home, and everything pos- 
sible was done to restore his speech, but the golden gift 
came not back. The incident was heralded throughout 
the town, and there were more prayerful hearts there 
Sunday night than ever before in the history of High 
Shoals. 
` “ Monday morning came, and . at the appointed. hour 
the meeting was opened at the Methodist church. Mr. 
Rogers, coming along the road, met Mr. Haygood and 
spoke to him cordially. He simply touched his lips, for 
his tongue could not move. 

** During the progress of the meeting Mr. Rogers had 
to take charge in place of Mr. Lowe, the pastor, who had 
become very much exhausted by ion of preaching 
three sermons on Sunday previous. Rogers was 
leading the meeting and delivering a die on Infi- 
delity, telling his experience in discussion with an unbe- 
liever once, and he noticed Mr. Haygood, who sat in the 
audience in front of him. Mr. Haygood began to treme 
ble and his hands and body shook perceptibly. Tears 
streamed from his eyes and rolled down his cheek, but 
the quivering lips could not fashion words to express his 
thoughts. The congregation noticed him, and looked on 
with wonder. 

** He drew a pencil and a piece of paper from his pocket 
and wrote nervously a few lines. Then he passed the 
paper up to the pulpit to Mr. Rogers, who read it aloud 
to the congregation. 

** Tt was as follows: 

***Tam doomed £o hell. There is a hell. Pray for 
me. Warum Hayeoop.’ 

“The effect upon that congregation was electrical. It 
Seemed as if they were perfectly awe-stricken. The ser- 
vices proceeded, and the religious feeling manifested was 
very noticeable. In the presence of such a striking inci- 
dent, the hardest of sinners quivered and became alarmed 
at his state of mind.. 

“The next service was Monday night, and on that oc- 
casion Mr. Haygood was on hand, but still the power of 
speech was denied him. He could hear, he could feel, he 
Could see, he could walk, but not one syllable could he 
utter. When the mourners were called for he went to 
the altar and fell upon his knees in silent prayer. He 
arose and went back to his seat in the congregation, but 
he did not feel as if pardon had yet come, and still he 
spoke not. 

** Mr. Rogers left High Shoals this morning and Mr. 
Haygood was still speechless. The people of High 
Shoals hay no explanation to make of this wonderful oc- 
currence.” 


The foregoing creation has been extensivly circu- 
lated, and has lost nothing on its rounds. At times 
the man Haguewood is set down as a thorough, 
dyed-in-the-wool Infidel who made nightly addresses 
against the church, declaring the preachers to be 
frauds and deceivers of the people; other papers 
make him out a backsliding Methodist, while still. 
others stick to the orthodox version that he was 
affirming there is no God, no heaven, no hell, when 
his tongue suddenly became paralyzed. The Con- 
stitution supplements its first version of the fake by 
reporting on the following day that Mr. Hague- 
wood’s power of speech was restored by his conver- 
sion, from which it is to be inferred that God let 
him talk when he would talk to order. We hav on 
hand five different accounts of the affair, and exer 
mail brings more. 

Of course no intelligent person is for a moment 
degeived by such a canard as this, but to silence ig- 
norant believers who may recite the tale and grin- 
ningly call the attention of Freethinkers to it, idiot- 
ically hinting that a similar fate awaits all who will 
not contribute to the support of the preacher, it ig 
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well to hav the story denied in detail. One of our 
subscribers, Mr. H. R. Teal, who livs near the scene 
of the alleged divine visitation, read the yarn in the 
Constitution and wrote to the gentleman most in- 
terested, Mr. William Haguewood, as it turns out 
that his real name is. In reply this letter was re- 
ceived: 
: “ Hren SHOALS, GA., Aug. 30, 1895. 

“H, R. TEAL, Dear Sir: Yours to hand. In answer 
to it I write you concerning the article in the Constitu- 
tion. The revival has been going on, as Brother Rodgers 
stated. As for me being struck dumb, that is not so. 
Ever since I was twelve years old my powers of speech 
would giv way at times, and I would go for weeks and 
could not speak or make one bit of noise. As for my be- 
ing an unbeliever, I was trying to believe that there was 
no hell, but the good spirit got hold on me and I am now 
a believer in the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As for 
my going to meeting and attempting to answer the argu- 
ments of the preacher with a crowd gathered around me, 
that is false. As for being at Mr. Medlin’s store on Sun- 
day with a crowd gathered to discuss the subject, that is 
untrue, for I was not there at all. As for going home 
and having everything done to restore my speech, that is 
untrue, for I do not hav anything done when I am in 
that condition. 

** Brother Rodgers did conduct the services on Monday 
morning, but his discourse was not on Infidelity. As for 
taking my pencil and writing nervously a few lines and 
passing it to Brother Rodgers—‘I am doomed to hell ’— 
that is untrue. I did write this: * Pray for me, and ask 
the church to pray for me,’ and handed it to Brother Pow- 
ell, who read it to the congregation and requested them 
to pray forme. There was no electrical effect upon the 
congregation. On Monday night, when there was an in- 
vitation for prayer, I went, and God for Ohbrist’s sake 
pardoned me, and I am now happy in the enjoyment of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. 

** As for my disease, the doctors say it isa spinal affec- 
tion, and hav treated me accordingly. Iam now fifty- 
nine years old, the fourteenth day of September. There 
was no excitement at all at this place, as all here knew 
me and knew my condition. 

“Iam your friend, WQinniaw HaaUEwooD." 


From this it will readily be seen that the imagina- 
tion of the reporter is a most activ and fertil one, 
and also that the brethren who vouched for the im- 
posture are equally ready to tell pious lies. The sud- 
den silence of God’s victim is naturally explained, 
and it is found that he never was an Infidel, so that 
—had the divine visitation been a reality instead of 
the fake of a space-filler on a paper published for 
the ignorant—the almighty was wreaking vengeance 
on one of his supporters. Judging from the letter 
of Mr. Haguewood, whose orthography and con- 
struction we hav taken the liberty to revise, he is 
an unlettered person of about the right caliber 
mentally to make a good Methodist. That he ever 
even fried to believe there is no hell is surprising, 
considering his surroundings and his evident church 
training. He seems, however, to be honest, and has 
not yielded to the solicitation of the preachers to 
maintain the truth of false reports and thus make 
capital for his religion at the expense of facts. His 
letter is a complete and circumstantial denial of the 
whole affair, and puts Brother Rodgers and the re- 
porter in an unpleasant light if they care at all for 
their reputations for veracity, which is not likely. 


Christian Failure in China. 

The New York 7ribune recently contained a let- 
ter from Rev. Mr. Donehoo, a Presbyterian minis- 
ter of Pittsburg, in which he said, in effect, that 
while strongly in favor of missionary work he did 
not believe that the Chinese could be converted to 
Christianity. Referring to his experience with 
them in this country, he says: 

** T hav never yet found one who gave evidence of thor- 
ough conversion to Christianity, though I hav known a 

arge number who hav been in our Sabbath schools and 
8 few who hav professed conversion." 

If this is the best that the church can do here, 
where the Chinese are surrounded by Christians 
and the ministers can make use of all possible 
agencies in the work of attempted conversion, what 
obstacles must be presented to the missionaries 
among the teeming millions of China itself? The 
New York Sun remarks: 

** Moreover his [Mr. Donehoo’s] observations among the 
Chinamen who hay immigrated to this country coincide 
with the reports sent and brought by many of our navy 
‘officers, and by American and European merchants and 
other representativs who hav visited Ohina and lived 
among the people. They all bear witness to the devotion 
of the Christian missionaries there, but they express the 


opinion that the self-sacrifice is almost wholly wasted, so 
far as the Chinamen are concerned. Like Mr. Donehoo, 
they question the genuinness of the conversions of which 
the missionaries are so hopeful, saying that they are 
almost invariably due to the interested motivs which 
hav gained for the supposititious converts the title of 
‘rice converts’ in China, or people who hav professed 
Christianity for the sake of the loaves and fishes distrib- 
uted among them by the missionaries.” 


How much longer will the missionary boards be 
able to draw millions yearly from the credulous 
Christians of Europe and America for the conver- 
sion of people who cannot be converted? How 


long before other Christians will accept the conclu-. 


sions reached by the editor of the Sun ? 


** The inference from Mr. Donehoo's remarks and their 
confirmation by American and European visitors to China 
is that the enormous self-saorifice which the insignificant 
results of missionary effort cost can be expended else- 
where with far greater practical returns. It is that, in 
their humanity, zealous and devoted men and women 
ought not to be stimulated to risk their lives in vain at- 
tempts to convert to Christianity a people whose evangel- 
ization has been proved in actual experience to be im- 
possible.” 

But what is the Sun going to do about the pos- 
itiv command of Jesus to his disciples to go out 
and preach the gospel to every creature? Has that 
order been countermanded! Is it not the duty of 
the Christian to implicitly obey his Lord? Has he 
any warrant to set up his experience and his com- 
mon sense against the instructions of his Com- 
mander, which he finds in the Bible? Some time 
since we quoted the declaration of a very influen- 
tial Catholic missionary, who said that he had ab- 
solutely no hope of the conversion of the Orient. 
When asked why, if thus despairing of ultimate 
success, he continued in the field, he replied to the 
effect that he simply obeyed the before-mentioned 
command of his Savior. Can Rev. Mr. Donehoo, 
Presbyterian minister, and Mr. Charles A. Dana, 
Christian journalist, do less ? 


Liberals in Oregon and Washington will bear in 
mind that the state convention of the Oregon Secu- 
lar Union is to be held in Portland Sept. 20th to 
22d, inclusiv. Those who propose toattend should 
write to the secretary, C. B. Reynolds, 620 Seventh 
street, Portland, Or., who will arrange for their cor- 
dial reception. 


The Milwaukee Journal, speaking of the com- 
mon notion that dogs are more apt to go mad dur- 
ing “dog days” than at other times, says that 
“popular superstition has joined dog days and mad 
dogs, and for this there is no divorce court but & 
growing intelligence.” That is the only cure for 
all other superstitions, including the belief that 
Sunday is a holy day, and its running mate, the ab- 
surd delusion that because the opinion of fifty-one 
men is that Sunday should be observed as a holi- 
day by everybody, the forty-ninth man of the other 
forty-nine of the one hundred in the community— 
he chancing to be a peace officer—is in honor bound 
to compel his forty-eight dissenting associates to 
do just as the fifty-one day-worshipers think they 
ought. 


In this city as elsewhere where Puritanism is in 
the saddle, the attention of the courts is occupied 
in “rushing through” suits against the violators of 
the Sunday law, while real crimes go unpunished. 
Long ago the persons held responsible for the poor 
construction of the building in Orchard street, in 
the fall of which several lives were snuffed out, were 
indicted, but the courts hav not had time to try 
them. This is but one case out of very many which 
could be cited. At the same time the men whose 
only offense is that they rendered their fellows a 
service which was desired and asked for are given 
the shortest possible shrift. Amateur societies, 
peace Officers, and courts all seem to hav much more 
inclination and leisure for meddling and invasion 
than for defense. The more influence the church 
secures in the legislature and the court room, the 
more we hav of this trifling with the scales of jus- 
tice. We notice that the other day Father Ducey 
of St. Leo sat on the bench with Recorder Goff 
while the latter was enforcing law “because it is 
law,” taking the property of the citizen “ without 
due process of law” as the Constitution contem- 


plated. In Catholic Mexico Father Ducey could 
not thus sit beside the civil magistrate to bias his 
decisions and terrorize the victims of oppression. 
Whither are we drifting! How long before some 
Catholic or Protestant Ducey will sit, as a priest. 
magistrate, on the bench in the Recorder's court? 


**A daily paper publishes the following correction of an 
article which had appeared in its column: the previous 
day: ‘ Yesterday we gave the particulars of a fire which 
had occurred in the town of Barrio, mentioning the 
names and surnames of the victims. Having obtained 
further information we hasten to rectify certain insocu- 
racies in the report of the sad event. There were no vio- 
tims, since the fire in question never took place. We 
may add that the town of Barrio does not exist.’ "—77 
Motto per Ridere. 

This story has a theological application. There 
was once a battle in Heaven, and one-third part of 
the inhabitants were banished to hell after the in- 
surrection was crushed. That was the earlier bul- 
letin from the scene of hostilities. “Having ob- 
tained further information" the ministers ‘ hasten 
to rectify certain inaccuracies in the report of the 
sad event.” Nobody was banished, since the rebell- 
ion in question “never took place.” But most of 
the ministers hav so far neglected to say: * We 
may add that the place called heaven does not 
exist.” They will come to it, however, for they hav 
already rectified the first dispatches, so far as hell, 
the other locality mentioned, is concerned. 


In giving his opinion upon some Sunday elosing 
cases, Judge Owers of Leadville said that all Sun- 
day laws are a departure from the principle of home 
rule or local self-government. If this were all that 
the Colorado judge could say against such enactments 
it would not amount to much. Strictly speaking, 
that objection would apply only to national Sunday 
laws, for state laws are local in a legitimate sense, 
although, of course, not so narrowly so as munici- 
pal ordinances. Individual self-government is the 
real basis of the, protest against Sunday legislation. 
Sunday laws are violativ of religious liberty and 
prostrate the rights of the individual. In principle 
there is no difference between a national Sabbath 
law and a town ordinance having the same object 
in view, although practically the national law is the 
more dangerous because it is so much more diff- 
cult to get a bill of repeal through Congress than 
through a city council, and also because the national 
government is usually more remorseless in enforc- 
ing its laws than is the local government, and it is 
not so easy to boycott national as local tyrants. 


The dailies of August 31st contained this heart- 
rending dispatch from Sullivan, Missouri: 

‘Three children of a widow named Jenkins while at 
play last evening went to a place near the barn to gather 
eggs. One child thrust its hand into what it supposed 
was the hen’s nest, and quickly withdrew it, exclaiming 
that the hen had pecked its hand. The other two chil- 
dren put in their hands with the same result, and then set 
up 8 loud ory. 

**'The mother was at the well with the baby, and the 
alarm so excited her that she left the baby and ran to 
the assistance of the three children, who it seems had been 
bitten by a rattlesnake. During the excitement the little 
babe fell into the well and was drowned. The three other 
children died.” 


Will some honest believer in “Divine Providence" 
please tell us why this terrible “accident” was per- 
mitted? Can there be an “accident” with God? 
The most debased of men would hav saved those 
children if he could. God could, but did not. 
Why! Was he too busy watching the fall of spar- 
rows and enumerating hairs? Is it possible to be- 
lieve that that unhappy mother had done aught 
that could merit such torture as the death of her 
four children in that awful way inflicted upon her? 
And who but a fiend would murder innocent chil- 
dren to punish their mother for any offense? He 
who reads the open book of the universe and still 
believes in a god of unlimited knowledge, power, 
and goodness is beyond the reach of reason. 


ae 

The St. Louis Globe Democrat says that “it is 
intolerant, bigoted, and cruel to persecute and 
prosecute a sincere, earnest, and religious body 
of men and women, simply because they observe a 
day of rest which does not please the majority of 
people.” Very true, but is it not equally intolerant, 
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bigoted, and cruel to persecute and prosecute any 
number of men and women simply because they 
choose their own time for rest and work? This is 
what all Sunday laws do. On July 21st a Seventh- 
Day Adventist carpenter was arrested in Chicago 
for working on Sunday. When the case came to 
trial a nonsuif was entered, the police captain 
saying that they were after criminals, not honest 
workingmen. Good enough, so far as it goes, but 
is not this and every other police captain in that 
city enforcing the new barber-shop Sunday closing 
law which Governor Altgeld had the courage neither 
to sign nor to veto? Is not a barber an “honest 
workingman”? The Adventist was properly re- 
leased, and never should hav been arrested, but 
: was he not released because he had a “ religious " 
reason for observing another Sabbath than Sunday, 
and is not the law against Sunday work in barber 
shops enforced because the barbers can giv no “ re- 
ligious" reason for working on that day? Hav 
men, as men, no rights in the United States which 
preachers, brawling legislators, and cowardly gov- 
ernors are under obligations to respect ? 


Itis commonly supposed by Christians that John, 
when on Patmos, saw heaven in a vision. But 
Talmage says that he looked through a telescope! 
Listen to this raving of a disordered mind: 

** As we stand looking through the telescope of St. 
John, we see & blaze of amethyst, and pearl, and em- 
erald, and sardonies, and chrysoparsus, and sapphire—a 
mountain of light, a cataract of color, a sea of glass, and 
8 city like the sun. 

“St. John bids us look again, and we see thrones: 
thrones of the prophets, thrones of the patriarchs, thrones 
of the angels, thrones of the apostles, thrones of the mar- 
tyrs, throne of Jesus—throne of God. And we turn 
around to see the glory, and it is—Thrones! Thrones! 
Thrones!” 

. There is a whole sermon of this sort of stuff, and 
the New York Zimes prints it all, making two long 
columns in fine type. We don’t know why the 
Times prints Talmage’s sermons; it would seem 
that they are fit only for the syndicate sheets, while 
the Zimes is a paper with a good many pretensions 
to intelligence and 8 consequently proportionally 
small circulation. It may be that the sermons are 
intended to constitute the humorous department of 
the paper, but if that is the case it should be dis- 
tinctly so stated, on the same principle that the 
country papers act when they put “Poetry” or 
« Poetical Department” over their original and se- 
lected verse. The little boy who wrote under the 
figure he had drawn on his slate the legend, 
‘This Isa Horse,” was more thoughtful than the 
editor of the Zimes. To prevent unnecessary wear 
and tear of thinkers, amateur art, cross-roads 
poetry, and pulpit humor should always be plainly 
labeled. 
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The mischievous notion that certain men, by rea- 
son of their vocation, are either too good or too bad 
to exercise the ordinary functions of citizens is quite 
prevalent in the South, where, as we hav before had 
occasion to point out, the constitutions of some of 
the states forbid a minister to hold any civil office. 
In other words, the idea of equal citizenship is lost 
in that of class distinctions based on occupation. 
By & curious coincidence, the church is stronger in 
the South than elsewhere in the country, and laws 
against freedom on Sunday and discrimination 
against Infidels are more numerous and stringent, 
and generally more rigorously enforced. A dis- 
franchised or disbarred class can dominate legisla- 
tion in spite of its disabilities if it is accepted by 
the voters and law-makers as the teaching class. 
This is precisely the position that the clergy occupy. 
In view of this fact, the demand of the Press and 
Banner, of Abbeville, South Carolina, that the leg- 
islature “forever prevent any minister of the gospel 
from holding office or dabbling in politics ” is fool- 
ish in the extreme. Such a law would vastly aug- 
ment the influence of the clergy, for whatever sav- 
ors of persecution redounds to the benefit of the 
persecuted. But there is a vital principle as well 
as a question of expediency involved in this propo- 
sition. The state can rightfully discriminate neither 
for nor against the church. If it debars clergymen 
from office on the ground that they are too good 


to make and administer laws, it discriminates osten- 
sibly in favor of the church. If it debars them on 
ihe ground that they are too bad, it discriminates 
ostensibly against the church. If it forbids them 
to take part in political discussions it denies free 
speech to a class because they are religious teach- 
ers. The state has nothing whatever to do with 
ministers as ministers; if can recognize them only 
as inhabitants of the state, subject to the same laws 
as and no other laws than those which regulate the 
relations of the other inhabitants. 


** No executiv officer has authority to repeal and hold 
void even the worst laws. The assumption of such au- 
thority by any executiv officer should be made a felony, 
puuishable by the severest penalties and by removal from 
office." —Judge Owers, of Colorado. 

The appeal from the legislator to the executiv is 
often the appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober. 
They both stand as the representativs of the people 
and both havlarge discretion. Perhaps they should 
be held to the strict letter of their instructions, but 
the legislator rarely keeps within the limits of action 
prescribed for him by the Constitution, and As dis- 
obedience to orders necessitates, if the rights of 
minorities are not to be utterly wiped out, that the 
executiv shall interpose his passiv veto when the 
jurist fails to interpose his activ veto by declaring 
the unconstitutional enactment null and void. That 
is the situation; it is not a question of “two wrongs 
not making one right,” as some stickler for statute- 
ism may be disposed to say; the legislator has 
transcended his powers and invaded the reserved 
rights of the citizens; the executiv, by refusing to 
follow his lead and join in the unconstitutional ag- 
gression, simply stands by the original instructions. 
His offense is a technical one, a negativ one, but by 
committing it he avoids the infinitly greater actual, 
positiv offense of trampling the fundamental law of 
the state and the equities of social organization. 
Judge Owers talks quite bravely of removing and 
punishing passiv executiv officers, but it is very 
much a question whether he is prepared to follow 
his logic to the bitter end. Had he been an exec- 
utiv officer of anti-slavery views in the ante-bellum 
days, and had he been ordered to restore a trem- 
bling fugitiv slave to his master, he might hav 
obeyed, but the suspicion that he would hav “lost” 
the fugitiv somewhere will persist in intruding it- 
self. Had he been an executiv officer in the time 
of the Inquisition, and had his mother, convicted of 
witchcraft or heresy, been put into his hands for 
torture and death at the stake, he might hav obeyed, 
but it would hav been to escape a similar fate, not 
because of respect for the law or because he thought 
he ought to obey it. 


** Doubtless there are laws and customs in Turkey in 
conflict with the moral laws of Christianity. The teach- 
ings of the Bible cannot but hav, therefore, an influence 
that tells against the immoralities of the Turkish govern- 
ment. But this is not the fault either of the Bible or the 
missionaries who teach it. The same thing is true of our 
own country ani in every other nation under the sun. 
The liquor traffic which our own government licenses, 
the desecration of the Sabbath by the United States mail 
service, the violation of the lawsof Christian marriage by 
our loose and corrupt divorce legislation are in evidence 
on this point." —OCAristian Reformer. 

Such appeals as this to Christian ignorance and 
prejudice are despicable. The Turkish government 
can triumphantly point to the Bible for ample jus- 
tification for every crime of spoliation, invasiv lust, 
and persecution of which its subjects hav been guilty 
or can be guilty, and the Christian Reformer knows 
it, whatever may be the blissful ignorance of the 
mass of its readers. If there were no drinkers of 
intoxicants there would be no sellers of them; the 
Bible is the text-book of the drinker, and the 
Christian Reformer knows it, however successful 
it may be in keeping the truth from the knowledge 
of its subscribers. There is in the Bible no war- 
rant whatever for the keeping of Sunday as the 
Sabbath; both Jesus and Paul explicitly condemned 
the enforced observance of any day as a Sabbath; 
Sunday was the old pagan festival day of the sun, 
a day of mirth and joy, officially grafted into Chris- 


tianity by the edict of Constantine the Catholic, 


and centuries later made a day of gloom, penance, 
and persecution by Puritan and Covenanter. It is 


istic butts. 


only in remote exceptions which serve to prove the 
rule.” 


a Catholic holy day, resting on the authority of the 
church alone. 
knows, despite its contentions contrariwise, which 
are deliberate attempts to deceive the unread Chris- 
tian laity. The Bible stands for polygamy, for the 
subjection of the wife to the husband, for the 
silence of the woman in the church, and for rape by 
wholesale at the command of God, and the Chris- 
tian Reformer knows it, cant as it may about the 
“sanctity” of “Christian marriage.” 
cratic propaganda is humbug and fraud from begin- 
ning to end, and the Christian Reformer knows it. 


All this the Christian Reformer 


The theo- 
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The New York Zribune has just struck a profit- 


able lead. In a quietly humorous but altogether 
thought-provoking editorial in its issue of August 
29th it points out that the stock targets of the 
popular caricaturists and newspaper paragraphers 
exist only in the fancy of their creators, as a rule. 
The decolletté bathing dress is rarely seen, “the 
fool farmer from Wayback, with goat-like beard and 
straw in mouth and hayseed in hair, exhibiting the - 
intelligence of a compound cylinder, triple-screw 
idiot, is familiar to the professional fun-maker, but 
is a stranger to the census”; the “polysyllabic 


speech of Boston is heard only at the funny man’s 
desk,” and so on to the end of the list of paragraph- 
“They do not exist; or, if they do, 


Then the Zribune proceeds to inquire how 
much, if any, harm “such wholesale exaggerations 
and fabrications” do. An officer of a prominent 
college for women declared that such attacks had 
greatly injured that institution, and the Zribune 
has been informed that the “constant lampooning 
and caricaturing of farmers as clowns and gawks 
has operated to keep many young men from engag- 
ing in agriculture.” The New York daily's conclu- 
sions are embodied in these sentences: 

** Certainly it is an open question whether it would not 
be better for comie artists and paragraphers to sharpen 
their pens and pencils against the many real evils and 
undoubted follies of the world, rather than against foi- 
bles of their own devising.” 

There is one American caricaturist who does not 
fire his shafts against foibles of his own devising, 
but who directs them against “the real evils and 
undoubted follies of the world.” That caricaturist 
is our artist, Watson Heston. He sharpens his 
pencil against superstition, hypocrisy, and tyranny, 
and every stroke is a blow for enlightenment, can- 
dor, and liberty. It would be well if there were 
many more like him in purpose, but it does not fol- 
low that there is no place for the others, for those 
who amuse without arousing. Life is not all work 
nor all battle, and there must be times of relaxation 
for wearied muscles and strained nerves. In art 
and in letters we need both the teacher and the 
amuser. Sage and clown hav each a place that can 
not be filled by the other. 


A few weeks ago we sent notices to those of our 
subscribers who were indebted to us on their sub- 
scription account, and we are glad to say that a 
great many of them kindly responded with prompt- 
ness. There sre many, however, from whom we 
hav as yet had no word, and to them we address 
these appealing remarks. We want some money, 
and want it badly, else we wouldn’t say anything 
about it. But the cost of getting out the paper 
has to be paid regularly, and it takes a good deal 
of cash. So we again ask those whose time has ex- 
pired to make an effort to renew their subscriptions 
now—at once—right off—so we can hav the where- 
withal to pay some bills that are due. We owe 
some people, other people owe us. If other people 
will pay us, we can pay some people; and then 
everybody will be happy. (Quod erat demonstran- 
dum.) Itis very unpleasant to be short of funds 
with a great deal more owed us than we owe, but 
that is our fix now, and hence this reminder to those 
who forgot to respond to the notice. We dislike 
to mention this matter, but Necessity has no fel- 
lowship with Squeamishness, and we hav to do it. 


-We need the money. 
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News and Notes. 


It was a beautiful day when our company left 
Paris. The city sank from view in lusters of light, 
and the variegated landscapes, with silver expanses 
of water, enlarge upon the view as the rapid loco- 
motiv winds through the realms of Normandy. 
Once more the old and new town of Rouen ad- 
vances and recedes, villages and farms appear, and 
Dieppe and the bright ocean put in a lovely appear- 
ance in charming association. Again we sweep 
by the loftly images of Jesus, into the tumbling 
billows that try to make us seasick with their mu- 
sical motion, but don’t succeed. Again the white 
cliffs of England edge the blue and dancing main, 
and in the soft expanse of the harbor we float safe 
and sound. From. New Haven we wend our way 
somewhat slowly on the train to Brighton by the 
sea; and even after Paris Brighton does not pale 
its luster. Brighton is the largest watering-place 
in the world. It has 150,000 inhabitants, and I 
am sure there can be no more attractiv place. Be- 
sides, it is the “ pink of fashion.” The aristocracy 
of England flutter here, but the common people 
also can hav a good time. There is plenty of room 
on sea or shore. The ocean spreads far away, 
decked with many a sail, and the city, with its mag- 
nificent streets and massiv hills, fronts the imperi- 
ous Neptune. There is variety, animation, business, 
and pleasure all around. There are boats, fisher- 
men, the immense piers, the market-places on the 
beach, and the “machines.” The bathing-houses, 
or “machines,” are on wheels. You get into the 
machine, don your bathing-suit, and the machine is 
then trundled out into the tide, and you can jump 
in from the machine itself, without the trouble of 
walking. They are so wonderfully * moral" here 
in Brighton and elsewhere at English seaside re- 
sorts that the men and women bathe separately, 
even as they used to sit on opposit sides of the 
church. Perhaps bathing is still considered a re- 
ligious ceremony in England, and hence, according 
to orthodox ideas, the sexes must keep apart. In 
France, as in our own country, men and women 
bathe together, even as they eat and drink together. 
And I understand that in England this common- 
sense custom is beginning to prevail, and the old 
pharisaical nonsense is disappearing. 

On Thursday, by the kindness of Mr. George 
Ward, who is mine host on this occasion, with Mrs. 
Ward and Miss Robbins, we take a drive to the 
“Devil’s Dyke.” This is about four miles from 
Brighton, and is a wonderful spot. The devil 
undertook a big job here once on a time—to scoop 
out the earth and make a dyke or canal by which, 

the ocean could sweep in upon the interior country 
and so create a vast inland sea; but after digging 
an immense basin, some saint or angel stopped the 
devil in his nefarious undertaking, and he was com- 
pelled to surrender his shovel, and even his ghost, 
for the grave of the devil himself is pointed out. 
There is a cable road over this stupendous chasm, 
and we swung across it in merry fashion. It was a 
dizzying ride. We could peer down into the 
depths of the enormous dyke, 235 feet ; and it cer- 
tainly made one feel that if he did tumble in, he 
would surely see innumerable stars and Lucifer 
himself. But the cable held us in its wave-like mo- 
tion, and our lofty voyage to and fro was com- 
pleted in safety. 

The view from the top of the dyke is one of the 
moat extensiv and magnificent in England. From a 
circle of massiv hills the cultivated lands, adorned 
with villages and dwellings, stretch away for fifty 
miles. On clear days one can see as far off as the 
Orystal Palace and Windsor Castle, fifty miles dis- 
tant. We seem to be standing on a lofty cliff, and 
like a sea itself the glittering expanses roll away. 

From the Devil’s Dyke we direct our course to 
the crowded race-track. It is a gala day; vast 
numbers of people are in attendance, and all-sorts 
of shows attract the view. The supreme delight, 
of course, is the galloping horses. I think this is 

_the finest race-course in the world. It is not level, 
but is built upon vast hills, and for two miles you 
can behold the steeds fiying along, and watch 
them as they thunder to the goal. It is a grand and 
beautiful sight, and wild is the enthusiasm of the 
multitude as the splendid coursers bound forward 
neck to neck. They do not hav, I understand, 
trotting races in this country, as in America; it is 
the running race—the gallop. So far as trotters 
are concerned, America takes the lead. The Eng- 
lish put their skill almost altogether into the run- 
ning horse. It strikes me, therefore, that America 
surpasses England in the skill of horsemanship, and 
has evolved a finer type of this magnificent 
animal. 

Friday morning I visit George Jacob Holyoake, 
.the philosopher and the philanthropist, who has 
made Brighton his home for the last twenty years. 


It was a delight to behold his books and pictures 
and the serene abode where he passes his youthful 
old age. He has a portrait of Thomas Paine, upon 
the back of which is the autograph of Paine him- 
self; also a portrait of Richard Carlile, who re- 
minds one of Ingersoll in the breadth and nobility 
of his features, and the face of Ingersoll also greets 
us, and that of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Orsini, Harriet 
Martineau, George Henry Lewes, Herbert Spencer, 
friends and companions in .reform with Holyoake, 
showing the comprehensivhess of his labors. The 
aroma of revolutionary thought is about us, to- 
gether with the dreams and hopes of a recon- 
structed humanity. There was also a small bust of 
Voltaire, made in the lifetime of Voltaire, I under- 
stand, and certainly its eyes and lips, more than 
any picture I hav seen, convey the wonderfully 
smiling satire of the immortal iconoclast. It shows 
that deep in the heart of Voltaire, back of all his 
biting jests, was a sweet and sunny spirit of hu- 
manity. 

Mr. Holyoake presented me with his own book, 
“Sixty Years of an Agitator’s Life.” I shall cer- 
tainly prize this book because of the giver and 
his generous appreciation, and also because of the 
charming and unique panorama it givs of English 
life and progress for over half a century. Mr. 
Holyoake writes from his own point of view, and 
certainly he has been in the midst of vast and 
varied scenes} he makes one acquainted with 
the many heroes and martyrs of our cause, and he 
infuses into his own narrativ both a philosophic and 
poetic spirit. Mr. Holyoake, in his early youth, did 
write poetry—even religious poetry ; but while the 
form of poetry has passed away, still the poetic 
imagination remains and colors his keen philos- 
ophy without disturbing the sharp line of truth, 
giving a picturesqueness and rhythm to his lan- 
guage which makes his history possess the fascina- 
tion of a romance of real life. Mr. Holyoake is 
no optimist, but he has the fatulty of making one 
see the go6d things of this human earthly life. In 
the midst of the vast conflict he does not forget the 
flowers that bloom nor the stars that shine. 

Our good comrade, Arthur B. Moss, and his two 
boys, were with us on this occasion, and it was a 
pleasure to thus briefly meet in the passing holidays, 
to forget awhile the stress of war; and enjoy the 
universe like a child at play. Mr. Moss is doing 
some populat work in the drama, and has made 
quite a hit with some excellent productions which 
are Vital with the spirit of modern progress. After 
a drive along the bright shores to Rottingdean and 
return, with the boundless, glittering sea on one 
side, and the splendid city and the shining hills on 
the other, and a call upon our stalwart friend, Mr. 
Tripp, who has done so much for Freethought in 
this orthodox community where fashion reigns—and 
of course fashion precludes almost any kind of 
thought—we take our departure for London, glad 
to hav had a view of Brighton, one of the repre- 
sentativ cities of the old world. Amidst its wealth 
and elegance we find real human nature, the glory 
of the outward world blooming into the wide, free 
play of intellect and heart. 

Of course I drift to Johnson’s Court while in 
London, to the realms of the Freethinker, which, 
though not palatial, are always illuminated, and 
thence to Gatti’s, for we reformers believe that a 
healthful mind should be in a healthful body, and 
what conduces more to a healthful body than a fine 
English beefsteak and its accompaniments of merry 
speech and philosophic disquisition? I am always 
in favor of a good square meal. We thus lay the 
foundations of mental courage and strenuous 
thought. 

Saturday afternoon I take the express for Man- 
chester. Although the sun is shining brightly when 
I start, one of the biggest storms of the season 
pours down its cataracts when I arrive. Mr. West- 
Well meets me, and we plünge through the rainy 
columns to his home, eight miles out. But a pleas- 
ant fireside awaits me, a jolly supper, and the wine 
that cheereth God and man, and we find rest after the 
tumultuous conflict. Sunday morning dawns with 
changing skies, now dark, now blue, and between 
spells I find my way to Failaworth. It is the an- 
niversary of the Failsworth Secular Sunday-school, 
and, notwithstanding the stormful weather, large 
audiences are present, men, women, and children, 
and we hav a festival-time indeed, “with a heart for 
any fate." The Failsworth Secular Sunday-school 
is a singular institution. It is an evolution that is 
of remarkable interest. It began over fifty years 
ago, with somewhat obscure elements, the history 
of which it is difficult to trace. The property was, 
originally, I understand, in the hands of the church. 
Then, by some legal process, it drifted into the pos- 
session of the Secular party. The property, at that 
time, was not considered valuable, and its possibil- 
ities were not regarded. Finally, the orthodox 


party awoke to the fact that the property was use- 
ful, and made a desperate effort to regain control, 
and actually did get control of the lower part of 
the building, while the Secular party triumphantly 
entrenched themselvs in the upper part. The Sec- 
ular party were not to be caught napping; they had 
their sentinels out day and night, and once ona 
time, when the orthodox forces quitted the ground 
floor, trusting, I suppose, in the providence of God, 
the Secular party secured possession, locked the 
door, and kept the orthodox picket-line out in the 
cold. Resort was then had to the courts, and the 
legal right of the Secular party to the property was 
there maintained, and ever since Secularism has held 
peaceable possession. The . Secular school was 
started and has become a flourishing institution. 
It is a recognized establishment, and in all town 
celebrations has its place and its banner with the 
other schools. It is no longer ostracized. Even 
the orthodox are rather proud to hav such a school 
in their midst asa representativ of universal hu- 
manity. There is nothing succeeds like success, as 
the French say, and when a Secular school does 
succeed, when it is on a firm foundation, why, then, 
the churches are ready to do it honor. It is a fact 
that orthodoxy is always ready to welcome the vic- 
tor. The greatest heresy is defeat. 

The Failsworth Secular Sunday-school is a suc- 
cess, deep-rooted and far-reaching. The youthful 
element is continually flowing into it. As the old 
depart, the new take their place with fresh enthu- 
siasm. The evolution broadens and strengthefis 
with time. Although vigorous personalities hav nd 
doubt contributed to its advance, yet it does not 
depend upon any one individual for its growth, but 
upon humanity at large, and the permanent ele- 
ments that are in it. It shows that Secular educa- 
tion is profoundly adapted to the real nature of the 
child, much more so than any religious training. A 
Secular school can be as attractiv in art, in music, 
in flowers, in beautiful and poetic accompaniments, 
as a religious school, while, at the satne time, it 
teaches science, common sense, and real duties with- 
out the dogmatism and superstition of theology. I 
look upon the Failsworth Secular School, not only 
as an accomplishment, but as a prophecy of noble 
and splendid things to come on the basis of simple 
humanity, free from the vague and puzzling ideas 
of God. 

There are two choirs connected with the school, 
a choir of little children, and one of older pupils, 
also an orchestra of young men. Besides the regu-. 
lar Sunday services, they hav, during the season, 
musical and dramatic entertainments, festival 
gatherings, etc., and there is no dependence on any 
outside help. There is sufficient talent in the 
school itself. The services began on Sunday af- 
ternoon at half-past two. First there was an over- 
ture by the band; then a hymn sung by the choir ; 
then the * Children's Hymn,” and then the address, 
and afterwards music by the band and choir; the 
same order of exercises being observed in the even- 
ing. The audience room was filled; on the plat- 
form were the singers; there was a large display of 
flowers, and the walls were ornamented with pict- 
ures and wreaths. It was in every respect a de- 
lightful service. Mr. Henry Taylor presided in the 
afternoon, and Mr. Gimson of Leicester in the even- 
ing. Mr. Alfred Warren is leader of the orchestra, 
and Mr. Thomas Anderton of the choir. Mr. Wm. 
Jones is president of the school; Mr. E. Howard, 
secretary. The American visitor was warmly wel- 
corned atid had appreciativ listeners. He spoke on 
“The Bible and Modern Thought” and on “ Free- 
thought and Morality.” The little children were 
good hearers, too. In their bright faces and in the 
beautiful surroundings of this auspicious service 
one might see the glory of the future, the full and 
happy days to come, when over the path of infancy 
shall float no cloud of superstition; when no dark 
and savage fear shall enthrall, but the sunshine and 
flowers, the voices of love and truth, shall charm 
the innocent way. What beautiful hope there is in 
the music of childhood! There is the true heaven 
of our advancing age, in the ever-shining dawns of 
happy births. 

It was my privilege on this occasion to name the 
little child of Mr. Joseph Clough and Mrs. Sarah 
Jane Clough. The name enrolled on the banners 
of Freethought is Henry Clough, and I hav no 
doubt it will be a bright and honorable name in the 
annals of our cause. 

I must record my meeting with John Haigh, the 
brother of Joseph Haigh, well known in our Ameri- 
can ranks. John walked in five miles to hear me 
speak and to giv me a good hearty English welcome, 
and I hav no doubt he is just as earnest in the 
cause as Joseph himself. In the pages of Tux 
TavTE Sezer they can shake hands across the At- 
lantic. 

| I must also acknowledge the gift of a beautiful 
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bouquet of flowers from Mrs. Howard—a happy 
omen for future work. I enjoyed the hospitality of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Jones. After the services 
we had a pleasant sociable gathering at Mr. Jones’s, 
with music and recitations, closing an eventful day 
with.the cheer of good fellowship. 

Faileworth has a population of about 15,000. It 
adjoins Manchester, and is a manufacturing point. 


The people hav lived here from generations back, 


and it is said that. almost all are related to one 
another, so that it is like one great family. The 


stability and neighborliness of the people account | 5 


perhaps for the growth of the school and the ab- 
sence of bitter sectarianism. Members of the same 
family divide up, some to the Secular school, some 
to the Wesleyan, but there is no illfeeling. The 
ties of relationship overcome the discords of relig- 
ion, and fraternity prevails. 

I shall always hav a happy remembrance of Fails- 
worth. It is one of the “day-stars” of the Secular 
movement. It shows what Secularism is capable of 
achieving; that it is not a theory but a practical 
power. It is comprehensiv, and meets the wants of 
humanity in all conditions, except those of fear and 
ignorance. 

_ Monday morning, by the kindness of Mr. Wm. 
Hilton. and his son, Mr. Thomas Wm. Hilton, I 
visit the great shops of Platt Brothers and Com. 
pauy at Oldham. Oldham joins Failsworth, and 
has a. population of 160,000. It is an activ place. 
It has 12,000,000 spindles in operation. It is one of 
the leading centers of cotton industry. It has but 
little ancient history, but its modern development 
is wonderful. In -the middle of the last century 
there were but sixty buildings all told in Oldham. 
Besides the cotton industry, there is the working of 
the coal-mines, which abound in the vicinity. There 
is not much beauty about Oldham. ft is all for 
business. The coal-mines giv a griminess to the 
landscape, which does not suggest Arcadian felicity. 
Huge piles of factories, tall chimneys, busy ma- 
chineries, are what make up the picture of Oldham. 

Among the foremost industrial temples of Old- 
ham are the renowned factories of the Platt Broth- 
‘ars. I think they beat the world. The buildings 
" altogether cover a space of 55 acres; 11,000 men 
are employed. I stand at the entrance and watch 
"his vast army of workers as they come trooping in. 
It sets one’s imagination at work, thinking of the 
colossal power in the hands of these regiments of 
toilers, and I wonder will this army be a triumph- 
: ant army, or will it eventually be an army of slaves, 
no better than the machineries they manufacture. 
There is strength, there is intelligence, there is 
will in this mighty force. In it are the fibers of 
humanity; and if it is crushed, civilization ‘will 
cease to be. I could not but feel the thrill of hope 
as this great stream of powerful men went sweep- 
ing by. It was more than an army with banners. 

The Platt Brothers are manufacturers of every 
description of machinery for preparing, combing, 
spinning, and weaving cotton, wool, and worsted on 
a scale of magnitude unequaled. The manner in 
which this work is carried on, the efficiency of 
every resource, the toil of thousands, the vastness 
of the capital invested, the splendid organization 
which exists, make this industrial palace of unique 
importance. Its trade extends to every country. It 
is now filling an order of 42,000 spindles for Fall 
River, Mass. The annual consumption of fuel is 
36,000 tons of coal and 12,000 tons of coke. Of 
material, 36,000 tons of iron and 325,000 cubic feet 


of timber are used each year. As I wandered through 


these vast regions of toil, manifold in aspect, 
watching the beginning, process, and completion 
of the superb machinery, I was deeply impressed 
with the magnificence of human genius, for it seems 
to endow the machine itself with thought, to giv it 
subtlety, wisdom, energy, the gift, almost, of selec. 
tion, as it moves on its brilliant and unerring 
course. One might pass hours in these extensiv 
areas, and still see new exhibitions of skill and in- 
dustrial power. There is something entrancing in 
the “world of magic" created by the incessant 
hands of labor. The lurid workshops might re. 
mind one of Milton’s picture of hell, but out of 
their depths. what a glorious paradise arises, such 
as all the gods hav never been able to create. 
Samvrt P. Pornam. 
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Call for the Annual Congress. 
. NEW YORK, OOTOBER 25TH, 26TH, AND 277TH. 


To the Liberals of America, Members of the Free- 
thought Federation and Secular Union, and 
all Societies organized for the Purpose of 
maintaining a purely Secular Government: 

It is of great importance that Freethinkers 
should combine. It is of more importance now 
than at any previous period, for there is more work 
to do and the work cannot be done by isolated 
effort. There are vast ecclesiastical combinations 
organized for the express purpose of overthrowing 
Freethought, and also of uniting church and state 
in & more dangerous form than ever before. These 
questions immediately confront us: 

The Taxation of Church Property, 

The Bible in the Public Schools, ` 

The Sabbath Laws, and 

The Liberty of the Press. 

Property to the value of a billion of dollars is ex- 
empt from taxation in the American Republic, in 
many places religious exercises in the public schools 
are on the i increase, and the very foundation of uni- 
versal education is being destroyed. The conflict 
in regard to Sabbath laws is now waged both in the 
states and in the national Congress, and a central- 
ized political power is being established for the 
purpose of aggrandizing the authority of the church 
in civil matters; and honest Freethinkers are im- 
prisoned to-day for discussing questions of. the ut- 
most importance to human improvement. Against 
these flagrant and ever accumulating acts of injus- 
tice we must unitedly contend. Freethinkers 
throughout the Union, in every state, county, city, 
and village, should be in activ communication, and 
ready to meet at any point the encroachments of 
the church. It is often the case that a Freethinker 
is alone in his community in the open support of 
Liberal thought and principles, and for this reason 
suffers persecutions. Religious bigots assume that 
they can trample upon the Freethinker’s rights 
with impunity on account of their own vast ma- 
jority. 

When it is well understood that the Freethinkers 
of this country are joined together and will defend 
one another at all hazards, the rights of Freethought 
will be respected and the individual Freethinker 
will hav the power of numbers to support his cause. 
The theologian is naturally a coward. He perse- 
cutes Only the minority. He does not trust in God 
unless God has a big majority. When the theolo- 
gian realizes that the Freethinker is not a solitary 
unit, but the representativ of a great force, he will 
not only cease his persecutions, but even welcome 
him to social equality. A theologian is very con- 
siderate towards a powerful party, however much 
he despises the humble citizen. 

` There is a great contest before us. We must be 

an organized party or submit to defeat and ostra- 
eism. We cannot fold our hands and do nothing. 
We must become an intellectual, social, moral, and 
political power through a generous and permanent 
comradeship. We can do this only by public meet- 
ings, congresses, associations, and a Freethought 
press. We must use the same instrumentalities 
that are constantly used by the churches. They 
hav their great gatherings, their synods, their coun- 
cils, their conventions, and in this way the churches 
create an immense enthusiasm and exercise a more 
potent sway. These are human, practical, and far- 
reaching means, and Freethought must avail itself 
of such necessary aids. 

All, therefore, are urged to come together at the 
National Congress of the American Secular Union 
and the Freethought Federation of America, to be 
held in New York, October 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1895. 

It is hoped that there will be a large attendance, 
and that measures of co-operation, greater advance 
and usefulness will be adopted and cordially carried 
out by all the friends of freedom throughout the 
country. 

The members of the American Secular Union are 
notified that such amendment to the Constitution 


will be proposed at the coming Congress as will 
enable the Union to consolidate with the Free- 


thought Federation of America. 


The members of the Freethought Federation are 
also notified that changes of the same nature will 
be proposed for its Constitution in order that it 
may unite as an organized body with the American 
Secular Union. 

. It is the general desire that there be one grand 
national organization adapted to all the needs of 
the present and future work. Without doubt this 
will be determined in a wise, conciliatory, and pro- 
gressiv spirit. Let us close our ranks and meet the 
common enemy, the bigots of the Christian church. 
We work for the future; we work for humanity; we 
work for the best interests ci civilization, for the 
liberty and the progress of all Let us stand 
bravely by our colors and unite in the common 
cause. There are vast and profound principles 
which should harmonize superficial differences. We 
hav no creed to support, but always and everywhere 
the rights of man. This is the mighty battle- 
ground. Let us rally now as never before, with 
earnest convictions, courage, and enthusiasm. We 
cannot evade the issue, neither can the church itself. 
It is liberty or it is slavery. This is the conflict of 
the ages, and in the American Republic all that i is 
most precious and ennobling is at stake. 

Samvet P. Pornam, President. 


Freethought Abroad. 


According to the French Freethought Annual for 1894 
France is divided into 86 political departments. Of these 
81 contain one or more Freethought societies. Paris has 
42 societies; the department of Seine, 35; 4 departments 
hav 20 to 30 societies each—a total of 101 societies; 15 
departments hav 10 to 20 each, the others less than 10 
each—total number of societies i in France, 284. Besides 
these the Federation has 250 individual members, whose 
yearly contribution amounts in all to 1,250 franos The 
Federation owns its own building, No. 7 "Rue de Ecanuffes, 
Paris. During the past year the additions numbered 21 
societies and 43 individual members, making a total of 
258 societies and 402 individuals, Four provincial con- 
gresses and a large number of minor celebrations were 
held during the same period. The financial report for 
the last year is as follows: The ‘* Penny fund ” (Denier) 
receipts, fr. 935 35; expenditures of same (propaganda) 
fr. 717.90; the building fund receipts, fr. 3,135.80; ex- 
penditures, fr. 2,582.60; the Federation income receipts, 
fr. 4,097,15; expenditures, fr. 3,774.05; leaving a sur- 
plus for the year of fr. 1,644, 20, which is a very eood 
financial showing. Of the 25 members elected to the 
**(Qentral Council,” E. Pasquier received the greatest 
number of votes, viz., 83; Ameline the fewest, viz., 61. 
The ‘‘ Commission of Control, "5 members, Bévalet re- ` 
ceived 57, Soubsal, 52 votes. 


A new crematory has been opened st Apolda, Sachsen- 
Weimar. This makes 4 ovens for the German empire. 
*'.' The annual congress of the German Freethought 
Federation was held during the month of May at Münich, 
Bavaria. *.'.* Der Freidenker, Cologne, compliments THE 
TRUTH SEEKER highly on its spirit of propagandism. It 
mentions particularly the pamphlet on ** Ohurch Prop- 
erty” and a distribution for a nominal price of Paine's 
** Age of Reason." * Dr. Bruno Wille (portrait and 
biography in **Four Hundred Years of Freethought), 
editor of Der Freidenker, labor, invites such of his read- 
ers as can translate English, and wish to do so for his 
paper, to inform him, aud he will supply. them with num- 
bers of Tas TRUTH SEEKER. * À brilliant lecture by 
Dr. Voelkel, Part TIE. ‘of * Shall the Ouildven of Dissent- 
ers be Compelled to Take Part in the Common School 
Teaching?” has been published. It deals with the women 
of the Bible. This brilliant coterie of ancient female 
worthies is shown in their true light, which is Med dit- 
ferent from that produced by the most Christian theo- 
logians.  Sixty-six pages. A The Free Religious 
Society of Berlin, Germany, held its silver jubilee 
March 24th. 


Religion a Matter of Geography. 


Assuming that the supposed discovery that Gen- 
eral Grant and Jefferson Davis had the same great- 
grandfather is true, a writer in the New York 
Times remarks that it would be curious, if possible, 
“to discover how and why the Revolutionary spirit 
of William Simpson, transmitted through a son on 
the one side and a daughter on the other, took such 
strangely different directions and came together at 
last in a deadly conflict in which the grandson of 
John Simpson defeated the grandson of Ann Simp- 
son.” The Hartford Zimes says: “There seems to 
be nothing strange about it. The two men grew 
up in communities that were subsequently arrayéd 
against each other, and each looked at things in 
the light of his association and environment, just 
as a man in Spain is likely to be a Roman Catholic, 
in England a Protestant, and in China a Buddhist.” 


The new magistrates are now holding under heavy 
bail men inculpated for selling beer on Sunday, but 
men charged with selling adulterated milk they do 
not hold at all Why? Hard to say. Beer is 
what the people want; adulterated milk is what 
they do not want. Perhaps the essence of crime is 
the old Puritanical one that it is wicked to giv the 
people what they want.—Wew York Morning 
gonna: 


Bea 


Why Jesus Was Crucified. 


It was not for his religious teachings but for his 
alleged political agitation that Jesus suffered death 
on the cross at the hands of the Romans, says the 
Literary Digest. Such is the contention of a 
prominent Jewish rabbi in Germany in a new book 
entitled “Jesus of Nazareth.” Dr. Hamburger, the 
author, is ‘“‘Oberlandes-Rabbiner’—that is to say, 
he holds rank under the Prussian government some- 
what similar to that of a bishop. This Jewish the- 
ologian denies that Jesus fell a victim to his oppo 
sition to the religious doctrin of the priesthood of 
his times. Jesus, he thinks, was crucified, like oth- 
ers before and after him, because Caiaphas regarded 
him as a political agitator only, and likely to lead 
the discontented masses ia open rebellion against 
their Roman masters. Once in the hands of the 
Romans, the life of Jesus could not be saved any 
more than that of the “messiahs” Judas and Theu- 
das. who were executed shortly before Jesus (Acts 
v, 36, 37). That the people of Jerusalem received 
Jesus with joy was sufficient to rouse the Romans, 
who were wont to crucify the Jews by hundreds and 
thousands if they removed the votiv tablets and 
statues of the emperors. A review of the book ap- 
pears in the Vatton, Berlin. Speaking of the blas- 
phemy which Jesus is said to hav eommitted—from 
a Jewish point of view—according to St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, and “t. Luke, the author says: 

«It would hav been impossible to sentence the 
Christ to death on such greunds. According to 
Talmudic law, the only blasphemy punishable by 
death consisted in uttering Jehovah’s name with an 
accompaniment of curses, 2.¢., cursing the almighty 
(Mishner Sanhedrin vii, 5). But Jesus is not sae- 
cused of having done this. If Jesus called himself 
God, and this was misunderstood, he nevertheless 
could not be punished for it, as the mortal nature 
of all men is so evident that it is not necessary to 
find punishment for one who calls himself divine 
(Sanhedrin S. 61 b). Besides, Christ recites the 
Jewish articles of faith, recognizes God as his god 
and the god of his ancestors, and this alone would 
hav been sufficient to free him from the accusation 
of having called himself God or God’s son in an 
anti-Jewish sense (Mark xii, 29, 30). The charge of 
blasphemy could not possibly be proved against 
him, and the traditional account of his trial does 
not agree with the requirements of the Talmudic 
: eode. A charge of blasphemy could be preferred 

only before a full conclave of the Sanhedrin, which 
numbered seventy-two members and formed the 
highest court in all secular and religious disputes 
(Gemara Sanhedrin S. 61 b). 'The case could be 
heard only in the temple and in the daytime (152, 
Rashi Sanhedrin S. 41 a), could lead to a conviction 
and sentence only on the following day (Mishna 
Sanhedrin iv, 1; Gemera Sanhedrin 32), aud the 
verdict could not be published before three days 
more had passed to allow time for the defense. But 
even if the sin of blasphemy had been committed, 
no sentence could be pronounced, and, more than 
that, no charge could be preferred against the ac- 
cused, unless the witnesses deposed under oath that 
the accused persisted in his blasphemy after having 
been warned three times. The Jews extended this 
last clause to all other capital crimes, and this led 
to a practical exclusion of death sentences, espe- 
cially as the sentence had to be executed by the 
witnesses. In conclusion it must be mentioned 
that nobody could be sentenced upon his own 
assertions, as the Jewish law allowed for suicidal 
intentions and melancholia (Maimonides Sanhedrin 
xviii, 6). All the requirements of the case as cited 
here are wanting in the Evangelical accounts. The 
account given in the gospel according to St. Mat- 
thew therefore clashes with all Jewish law as well 
a3 with the gospel of St. John, which declares that 
Caiaphas demanded the death of Christ, not because 
he deserved death, but because a prophecy had to 
be fulfilled. 

* Nor could the account given in the gospels come 
from persons who were present, if a proper, legal 
Jewish proceeding took place, as is elaimed in the 
gospels. The judges did not sit in open court in 
determining upon such cases ef blasphemy, being 
desirous to prevent a publie repetition of that blas- 
phemy. The accused had to make his statements 
before the lawyers ere he was confronted with the 
tribunal (Tosephta Sanhedrin x, 11). 

“How difficult it was to obtain even & mueh 
lighter punishment for dissenting opinions on the 

, subject of religion is shewn in Acts v, 34—40, where 
Rabbi Gamaliel defends the followers of Christ. 
This liberality was not unusual or exceptional; it 
only agreed with the perfect freedom of speech and 
freedom to teach guaranteed by the Talmud. Dis- 

` senting preachers were too common to excite much 
remark. It was only when Jesus acted against the 
rules laid down by the Sanhedrin that he could be 
punished; as he only accused it of neglect of duty 


. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


he went free. Cause against him was found in his 
driving the traders and money-changers from the 


temple.” 
: 7 


Observations. 

The fact to which attention is called by Rabbi 
Hamburger, that under the J ewish law Christ could 
not hav been put to death for preaching himself cru- 
cified, leaves the story of the cross in almost as 
doubtful a shape as the yarn about the tongue- 
paralyzed Infidel of High Shoals, Ga. But the 
ignorance of the gospel fabricators who represent 
Jesus as having been crucified for an act that was 
not punishable in that way, is advanced enlighten- 
ment compared with the blindness of the Christian 
world which accepts the death of the Galilean agi- 
tator and martyr as a sacrifice or as an atonement. 
Sacrifices and atonements, as anyone can see by 
reading Leviticus, where the law governing such 
rites is laid down, must be offered under certain 
specified conditions in order to take effect or to hav 
any orthodox meaning. For example, they must be 
made veluntarily by the person expecting to profit 
by them. There is nothing to show that one man 
could steal another man’s sheep, and, having 
slaughtered it, set it oat on his table, in the regular 
course of housekeeping, as an atonement for the 
sias of the owner. He must take his own mutton and 
offer it on the altar of his religion presided over by 
one or more priests. Otherwise it is no more a 
saerifice than a bath is a baptism. In order that 
Christ might be an atonement he should hav been 
taken to the temple by his disciples, the priests 
called in, and the immolation performed with due 
Levitical ceremony. Instead of this, he was 
arrested by the secular authorities as a rioter, and 
put to death as a criminal; and if any priest of God 
appeared, it was to denounce a malefactor and not 
te bless a sacrifice. A public execution is not & re- 
ligious rite,and has no more theological significance 
as related to asin or trespass offering than a free 
lunch has as compared with a communion service. 

As D. M. Bennett was wont to remark, Chris- 
tianity is full of errors. 

The Prohibitionists of this state held an ecclesi- 
astical council at Saratoga last week. For political 
purposes the gathering was called a convention. 
After prayer, and an exhortation by a clergyman to 
enter “a campaign for the Lord God Almighty,” 
the council proceeded to formulate its confession of 
faith, otherwise its “platform.” Trusting in the 
“power of Almighty God,” the Prohibition party of 
the state. of New York affirmed that “ this is a Chris- 
tian nation," that “a Christian citizen’s ballot is 
his testimony and witness,” and that an acceptance 
of the church’s dictum as to prohibition shall be the 
test of a candidate’s fitness for office. The Rev. 
Funk explained that “the Prohibition party stands 
for political sanctification,” while that winged and 
articulate ass, the Hon. John G. Woolley of Chi- 
cago, called upon “all Christian men that they 
stand by the church and make her resolutions good 
in the politics of the land.” Three thousand peo- 
ple with uplifted hands vowed to vote for no candi- 
date who did not stand upon a platform in full and 
positiv harmony with the official utterances of their 
respectiv churches with regard to the liquor traffic. 
Sabbath laws were indorsed on the “ rest” pretext, 
and, by a shameless theft of Republican political 
capital, a telegram was sent to the police commis- 
sioners of this city, congratulating them on their 
enforcement of the Sunday statutes. It was not 
forgotten to chuck in a few sociological conceits to 
catch the votes of those who worship at the shrine 
of statute law, and who, in the face of universal ex- 
perience, maintain an abiding faith in acts of the 
legislature. . 

In choosing a party emblem or gonfalon, tke 
council overlooked the appropriateness of a bladder, 
either inflated or distended, and adopted a fountain 
—presumably the one that is filled with blood. 


At the convention of the New York Populists at 
Syracuse, August 30th, when Mr. Thaddeus Burr 
Wakeman was nominated for secretary of state, a 
measure of considerable moment was proposed for 
submission to the people. This is it: 

That all laws should be enforced by public officers or 
the poliee responsible to and paid by the people only, and 
we favor the suppression of the ** Piukertonsg," ** White- 
caps,” ** mob laws," ** ]ynchings," Gerry ‘‘ societies,” or 
** agenfs" for the Suppression of Vice or crime under the 
support and employment of individuals or societies, 
whether incorporated or not, and insist that any useful 
public duties or functions now performed by them be re- 
turned to the people or to officers paid by and directly 
responsible to the people. 

The authorship of this measure is as unmistakable 
as that of the Declaration of Independence. It is 
Wakeman’s, and he is perhaps the only person at 
the convention who knew it was aimed at Anthony 
Comstock. Possibly the locality where Mr. Wake- 
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man found himself recalled the old fight, for it was 
at Syracuse that the National Liberal League com- 
mitted its life, fortune, and sacred honor to a simi- 
lar proposition. 

A strange thing bappened at this Populist con- 
vention—no less than the proposal by a Freethinker, 
Mr. David Rousseau, that the next convention of 
the party be held in conjunction with the Prohibi- 
tionists, and a motion to appoint a conferring com- 
mittee to effect such union was carried. Hav the 
unorthodox Populists forgotten that the National 
Reform or God-in-the-Constitution party and the 
American Sabbath Union both hold conventions 
next year; that both these religious organizations 
hav claims upon the co-operation of Secularists equal 
to those of the Prohibition party, and that both, 
like it, are fishing for gudgeons ? 

When an observatory was erected on Mt. Adama, 
Cincinnati, President John Quincy Adams, who 
was a Unitarian and after whom the observatory 
was presumably named, prophesied that the struct- 
ure would be “a beacon of true science that should 
never be obscured by the dark shadows of supersti- 
tion and intolerance symbolized by the popish cross.” 
The world is now notified by a Catholic paper, the 
Review, that Mr. Adams’s prophecy “ was long ago 
proved false.” For many years the observatory 
has been ocoupied by the Passionist Fathers, a re- 
ligious order which practices calibacy and kindred 
indecencies, and on August 25th a new Catholic 
church was dedicated on the same eminence. Thus, 
as the Catholic Review admits, “the beacon of true 
science ” has been “ obscured by the dark shadows 
of superstition and intolerance symbolized by the 
popish cross.” President Adams, though a patriotic 
American, was a poor Christian and a worse prophet. 
The A. P. A. may count him one of its patron 
saints. 

Members of the Liquor Dealers’ Association, who 
8 few weeks ago were denouncing the “ odious spy 
system” and demanding the right to sell intox- 
icants on Sunday on grounds of “ personal liberty,” 
hav surrendered to the police, adopted the odious , 
spy system themselvs, and profess to be assisting 
the authorities to detect violations of the law by 
dealers who do not belong to the association. The 
state of mind thus revealed by the publicans ex- 
plains the largely increased church attendance 
since the saloons were closed. The * rummies," as 
the courteous Voice terms its political opponents, 
are good Christians after all, and that, again, ex- 
plains their inability to perceive that personal lib- 
erty means liberty for others as well as themselvs. 
So many people are developing this defect of late 
that it ia hard to say whether, should a universal 
test arise, Liberty would be found to hav any 
friends at all except the plumbline Freethinkers, 
whose name is not legion. 


I see that we—that is, the United States—are 
going to send a commission to China to investigate 
the attacks on the American missionaries at Cheng 
Tu and its vicinity. This is the proper thing to 
do. Outrages on American citizens abroad are in- 
tolerable. It is only at home that such things can 
be permitted. If Moses Harman or J. B. Wise or 
the Adventists of Tennessee had been outraged for 
alleged offenses against some foreign power, all the 
jingoes in the United States would be drilling, or 
at least advising other citizens to drill—for the 
jingo himself is under suspicion of being a summer 
soldier. The papers of last week contained an ac- 
count of the mobbing and stoning of Chinese boys 
in Greenpoint, Long Island; and a statistician pub- 
lishes the fact that since last March one hundred 
and four persons, many of them women and some 
of them innocent, hav been lynched in this country. 
Let us rally round the flag, boys, and maintain its 
honor abroad. Its support at home is becoming 
decidedly rocky. 

It was in Ohio that a godly wife set fire to the 
bed of her irreligious husband in order to stimulate 
him to acts of worship, and I took occasion at the 
time to point out how wifely devotion was both 
stimulated and made tenderer by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Another case illustrating the influence of 
the same divine power has occurred hereaways. 
We are keeping up with the procession. In the 
police court Mrs. Annie Ulrich accused her husband 
of trying on several occasions to kill his family, 
because its members did not pray often enough to 
satisfy him. Ulrich himself was there, and said: 
* That's right. I'm a good Christian myself, and I 
pray before and after my meals, and also before I 
go to bed and after I get up. I hav tried to raise 
my children in the same way, but my wife has let 
them play pinochle before and after meals and be- 
fore they go to bed. She won’t make them pray.” 


Srpremperr 14, 1895] 


The justice deemed him tod siudere a Christian to 
be at large, and held hini in $500 bail. 

Our Supreme Court has held that this is a Chris- 
tian nation and that our laws are founded on the 
Mosaic code. It would therefore be interesting to 
know where this upstart of a police justice gets his 
authority for preventing Mr. Ulrich from sacrificing 
his ‘children, his wife, or any of her relations who 
neglect the means of grace. m 

That froward wight, Algernon Charles Swin- 
burne, is a possible successor to Alfred Lord Ten- 
Hnjson as Hnglish poet laureate. $f so laureled, it 
will be Mr. Swinburne’s function to celebrate in 
rhyme all births, deaths, and so forth, in the royal 
family of Great Britain. As the queen is getting 
well along in years, it is evident that a hand will 
soon hav to be hired to sing her dirge, and Swin- 
burne is good at dirges. Itis Herbert Spencer 
who observes that “among the Foolahs in Africa 
thers isa sêt of people called singing men, who 
travel about the country singing the praisés of 
those who wish to purchase renown.” The sur- 
vival of the custom in some civilized countries 
shows that the Foolahs are not all dead. 

Gx». E. MAODONALD. 


A Vision Veiled. 


(The publication some weeks since in Tua Terura 
Srexer of that exquisit nature poem, ‘‘ When in the 
Night We Wake and Hear the Hain," together with 
some prefatory words of appreciation, hav been the for- 
tunate means of placíng in our hands another poem of 
the same character, which we are sure our readers will 
put into their scrapbooks beside ‘‘ Thanatopsis” and 
** When in the Night We Wake and Hear the Rain.” In 
none of them is there a single trace of superstition, and 
the melody is flowing and beautiful. We hav so little 
poetry that is free from theological allusion and delusion 
that we should giv a generous welcome to such produc- 
tions as *' A Vision Veiled.” Bryant wrote ‘‘ Thanatop- 
Sis" when in his nineteenth year, he lived to & ripe old 
age, and occupies a proud position in the galaxy of Amer- 
ican men of letters. The author of '*A Vision Veiled” 
if as old, was no older, when he pennad the lines given 
below than was Bryant when his world-famous poem was 

roduced, aad we hope a like illustrious career is before 

im, We make this statement regarding his age on the 
authority of an exosllent photograph which now lies on 
our desk, and which reveals an exceptionally intellectual, 
keen, refined, and withal well-balanced organization.— 
En. T.S) 


Spring comes apace; the sluggish pulse of Tims 
Quickens with warm vibration, and the void 
Of atmosphere profound expands with life, 

And breathes the silent mystery of birth 
Through all the cells of being. In the breasts 
Ot rugged trees that stand against the storm, 
Tall, grim, defiant, stirs a stranger spell 

Than ever threatening thunderbolts could rouse 
Or wild winds wake —the impetuous vital sap, 
Fresh from innumerable secret springs, 
Trembles and thrills to every tenderest tip 

Of every tiniest twig. The beaten clod 
Beneath the feet swells into bursting bud, 
Green blade, and glorious blossom. All the hills 
But yesterday were white with drifted snow, 
And now are white with pale anemones, 

Parple with violets, and rich with all 

The rainbow colors of the insect’s wing : 
That make up beauty. Yonder smiling stream 
A thread of silver, winding fold on fold 

In bright embroidery down the sunlit slopes 
And shadowy levels; fbaping in the light; 
Ohasing the gloom through all the leafless woods 
That once were Summer’s refuge from the noon 
Of her own vaunted season —wanders on, 

Now choked with trembling oresses, now above 
The shining gravel checkering all its course 
With crystal shallows; weaving evermore 

A mystic measure for the tuneful tread, 

And murmuring in the ear a nameless song. 


So to the soul of man the voice of Spring 

Speaks with sweet accents, and the mighty heart 
Of Nature beats against his frozen breast, 

And warms it to her music. Hand in "and 

She leads him forth through all her affluent realms 
And chooses for him, half against bis will, 

The choicest blossom and the fairest fruit. 
There builds the bird, and frames his loveliest lay, 
Rich with luxuriant cadences that sweep 

The lyre of passion to its utmost strings, 

For one sweet ear alone. Is not for him 

In the wide world a happiness like this? 

He loves, and she is beautiful, even she 

‘Whom he has passed unnoticed in the throng 

Of youths and maidens on his nativ green 

A hundred times before that wondrous day 

Of transformation. Of the years to come, | 

The clouds that fret the prospect, and the view 
Of distant hills that darken as he looks, 

He takes no thought—the one of all the world 
Is'by his side, her breath upon his cheek, 

And love is alt & vision veiled with light, 

And life a splendor and a dim surprise. 


So when Ambition, like a troubled dream, 

Pride like a passing pageant, wealth and power, 
Like the swift meteors flashing through the night, 
Fade into chill oblivion, and there steals 

Over his tired soul that breathless sleep 

Which men name vaguely, with averted gaze 

And awed resolve—if even then his lips, 

Pale as the ashes of extinguished fires, 

Murmur, however faintly, “*T hav lived . 

To love and to be loved !” let no hand write 

The sad word Failure on his wasted brow. 

Rc FESDERIOK A, EATON, 
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The Devil Appears in a Church. 


A rare pamphlet in the library of the editor bears 
the following quaint title: “ A Strange and Terrible 
Wunder Rouget Verie Lately in the Parish Church 
of Bungay; namely, on the fourth of thys August 
in the Yeere of our Lorde 1577." The story, 
stripped of the quaint language in which it is 
couched, and briefly told, is as follows: A storm of 
extraordinary fury raged during divine services in 
the church alluded to; rain fell in torrents and the 
lightning flashed “ blue, red, green, and iu a mix- 
ture of indescribable colors,” while the thunder 
peals “ not only bequieted men and dumb creatures 
but senseless things devoid of all life and feeling 
trembled and shook with terror.” 

While the tempest was at its hight, a fiend from 
the lower regions appeared in the midst of the ter- 
ror-stricken congregation. The account says: “It 
was in forme, as well as could be discerned, of an 
enormous dog, of black color, the sight whereof, 
together with fearful flashes of fire: which then 
were seen, moved many minds to the belief that the 
end of time had come, and that doomes day was 
upon us.” The evil one, for he it was in such 
strange likeness, ran with extraordinary speed into 
that portion of the church where the majority of 
the congregation was seated. In doing so, it 
passed between two persons who were upon their 
knees in the attitude of prayer, grasped and wrung 
the necks of both in an instant, so that they died 
presently as they knelt. As he passed by another he 
gave him such a grip on the back that he was drawn 
together and instantly shrunken up like a piece of 
leather scorched in a hot fire. 

Leaving the church at Bungay, the devil is said 
to hav “flown with a great noise and rustling” 
to the church at Blibury, seven miles away. He 
was seen to alight upon the roof and to instantly 
pass through it, dropping from the vautted ceiling 
upon the heads of three persons—two men and à 
boy—who were all instantly killed, “ beying 
scratched bye the horyd thing and burned to near- 
lie a cracklying.” 

The “ Book of Wonderous Visitations," published 
in 1680— 110 years after the events mentioned 
above—says that the prints of the devil’s claws 
where he ran down the aisle of the Bungay church 
were then plainly to be seen.— National Referendum. 


Hard Hits at the Fetich Worshipers. 


There are two main ways in which the people as- 
sert themselvs against oppression through the law- 
making machinery. One way is by revolution; by 
armed resistance continued covertly through gen- 
erations, a8 in Russia, or asserted openly in the field, 
as when our forefathers organized their resistance 
to the stamp tax, for that also had the authority of 
a law which the wooden-headed executiv officers of 
that time were determined to enforce. But armed 
revolutions are exceptional, and the almost univer- 
"gal way of defeating an obnoxious law is through 
the passiv revolt of a whole people—the moral de- 
termination of the community that a law is bad and 
ought not to be enforced. In the face of such an 
attitude on the part of the people executiv officers 
themselvs, when they are gentlemen, resign their 
positions rather than array themselvs on the side of 
the enemy. : 

But when.the executiv authority is not rationally 
directed, and is in the hands of persons each one of 
whom is “ wiser in his own conceit than seven men 
that can render a reason,” tyrannical legislation 
does not pass away by the easy process of a popu- 
lar repeal. On th contrary, it produces a sort of 
permanent riot. One of the most striking cases of 
this in our history was that of the Fugitiv Slave 
law. That law was looked upon with opprobrium 
in every Northern state, and in every conspicuous 
instance of its enforcement the troops had to be on 
duty. People would not admit the possibility of 
such s violation of freedom in free states. If when- 
ever you hav to enforce a law you must also fight a 
battle, the violation of the law is eventually winked 
at as a trifle by comparison with the consequences 
of enforcing it. 

But the people of the North were never more 
determined in their opposition to slave hunting in 
free states than the people of this city are deter- 
mined against the enforcement of a prohibitory 
liquor law in this city, as well as against the en- 
forcement of a Puvitanical observance of Sunday in 
defiance of our Constitutional guarantee of relig- 
ious liberty. To force upon the people the cessa- 
tion of all their ordinary amusements or occupa- 
tions for a Puritanical Sunday is to compel a relig- 
ious observance of a certain day, and such legisla- 
tion is in violation of our constitutional rights. 
The people at large, we are sure, love a quiet Sun- 
day, but there is no authority to compel them to it. 


"New York Morning Journal. 


A Hypocrit Exposed. 


These thirty thousand Adventists want the statutory 
laws which meet the approval of some twenty millions of 
Christians in this country changed to suit their views, 
or amended so as t» giv them the privileze of disregard- 
ing Sanday while donving the privileza tiall who do not 
believe as they do.—X'aozville (Tann ) Tribune, 

Replying to this, the American Sentinel says 
with delightful irony that it supposes that not even 
the Zribune can be “held responsible for what it 
does not know, as it would ba unfair to so hope- 
lessly load down even a newspaper.” Then it goes 
on to show that there is no reason whatever why 
the Zribune should not hav known the real attitude 
of the Adventists. Last April, in a memorial pre- 
sented to the legislature of Tennessee, they said : 

We do not ask simply for a clause exempting ws from 
the penalties of the law, but for the repeal of the law; 
because to ask simply an exemption would be to admit 
the right of the state to legislate upon sus) questions, 
and consent that the legislature misht properly require 
of others that which we are not willing it should exact 
from us. , 

The Zribune proceeds to stultity itself by declar- 
ing that “the Adventist is not compelled to work 
on Sunday," the plàiu implieation being that he is 
therefore without excuse for his violation of the 
law. It also says: 

The law provides the largest religious freedom con- 
sistent with common sense and good government; it can 
not undertake to adjust itself to exactly suit the views of 
the Adventists whose peculiar ideas lead them into delib- 
erate violation of the law. 

The rank cant of this talk will be manifest to the 
reader when he learns that the Zribune issues & 
Sunday edition! .Of course it is not worth while 
to enter into serious argument with such a hypo- 
crit; he is beneath the contempt of a sincere man. 
. It is noticeable that the plea of the Knoxville 
sheet that the Adventists demand special privileges 
is the same as that put forth by the actors in and 
apologists for theSunday-closing crusade in this city. 
It is said that the victims of this crusade demand 
“special privileges," which is unqualifiedly false. 
The party in interest that is demanding and receiv- 
ing special privileges is the church, which claims 
and exercises the right to be open and do business 
on Sunday. Incidentally, the fashionable clubs 
and the big hotels and cafés are sharing in said 
privileges. . 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradietions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
* Self-Contradictions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send | 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate ‘“Self-Contradictions” as well as the “Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

Tuer Trors Szexen's offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers - 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Last Chance to Obtain a Rare Book. 


David Friedrich Strauss’s * Life of Jesus Criti- 
cally Examined” was first published in two volumes 
for $9. The edition ran out, and another was is- 
sued in one volume for $4.50. This edition is 
almost exhausted, less than fifty copies being in 
existence. Of what are left we hav obtained a 
share, and can furnish them postpaid at the last 
price, $4.50. They will not last long, and we ad- 
vise those of our friends who want a copy to send 
at once. When these are gone there will be no 
more to be had. This edition is translated from 
the fourth German edition by George Eliot, and 
contains 784 large octavo pages of solid reading, 
very clearly printed. It is unnecessary to say to 
tudents that this is a very valuable work, one 
whieh the church wishes had never been written, 
but which it cannot controvert. 
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T9etters of Friends. 


A Nice Little Group This Time. 
Grarran, MicH., Aug. 31, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $3, for which 
send Tart TRUTH SEEKER for one year and 


** Pictorial Text-Book” and oblige 
| L, A. ELKINS. 


Norra Amuzrst, O., Aug. 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you hav $3, for 
Tse Trora SEKER for one year and the 
“ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Respectfully, 


Augx. C. KERR. 


Kine, N. C., Aug. 22, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: For the inclosed $3 please 
send me Tae Trura Seeker and ‘‘ Picto- 
rial Text-Book," as per your offer to new 
subscribers. S. O. Sonavs. 


Harreron, Tex., Aug. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me Tur 
"TavrH SEEKER for one year with ‘‘ Picto- 
rial Text-Book" and the other books 
named. Inolosed find $5.10 for same. 
G. W. Arren, M.D. 


Pzcos, Tex., Aug. 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed herewith find $3, 
for which please send Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
for one, year together with the ‘‘ Pictorial 
"Text-Book," as per offer. 
Yours truly, C. M. WizsoN. 


ATLANTA, Ga., Aug. 21, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3, for 
"Tug Truro SEEKER one year and the 
** Pictorial Text-Book.” Y also want the 
book ** Old Testament Stories Comically 
Tilustrated,” but am alittle short of funds 
just now. W. R. Ray. 


AMSTERDAM, N. Y., Aug. 26, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I received a copy of your 
paper of August 3d, and inclose $4.68 for 
one year's subscription for it and the 
*fFroethinker's Pictorial Text-Book,” eight 
copies ** Age of Reason," and the tracts 
herein named. Purr PLAYFORD, 


Sprina Laxe, Miom., Aug. 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $3. I accept 
your offer of Taz TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year and the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book.” I shall take pains to lend 
Tur Trotn Serxer to friends and ac- 
quaintances each week. 


Yours fraternaally, J. EMERY. 


OnxscENT, OK., Aug. 24, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3, for 
which send me THE TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year and the *' Pictorial Text-Book.” We 
hav an association of Freethinkers here, 
forty-four members, which slmost takes 
the breath from the orthodox in these 
parts. The association was organized last 
spring. Yoursagainst myth and supersti- 
tion, J. O. BREWSTER. 

Sorpikns! Home, Ortine, WASH., 
Aug. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for paper 
and picture book, also 500. for one copy of 
“ Age of Reason” and ** Voltaire." I am 
an inmate of the Soldiers’ Home, am 
seventy-three years of age, from Pennsyl- 
vania, and of the late Ringgold Cavalry. 

Please send a copy of your paper to the 
home occasionally. We number now 125 
inmates. A. Dozgzs, 

Nomo, Can., Aug. 19, E. M. 295. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find money 
to pay for Taz Trora SEEKER for one 
year. Send it to the Nipomo Freethought 
and Scientific Library, and we would con- 
sider it a favor to our struggling little so- 
ciety if you would send us ‘*‘ Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated,” as a 
premium with it, instead of the ‘‘ Pictorial 
Text-Book," as we hav that already. We 
also want ‘‘ Right Living," two copies of 
** Crimes of Preachers,” twelve copies of 
“The Glory of Infidelity,” and twelve 
other pamphlets. 

Our little society is prospering finely, 
and our library, though small, is growing. 
The churches hate us as only true ‘‘ fol- 
lowers” can hate, and call the Library 
“the Devil's Den," but we are here, and, 
from all appearances, here to stay. There 
is a very bitter feeling among the Obris- 
tian people since the debate last winter, 
and its influence can be felt even in poli- 


tics, There has just been quite a sharp i? men to buy bread and s drink when he 


Wishing you success, I remain, 


for the Wise Fund. I had made up my 


good. 


the people, of the people, and by the 
people" & poor man can get no justice 
unless money is given him? Why is a 
law violated if a man has no money, but 
by raising so much money for him it is all 
right? If a poor man gets in the toils of 
the law, why must he also bea beggar or 
suffer disgraceful as well as painful pun- 
ishment? 


soriber. $ 


is thirsty, is one of the greatest of tyran- 
nies If the God-fearing people think 
that the first day of the week, Sunday, 
should be observed as a holy day, let them 
keep the day boly and enjoy it. But let 
them not deny others the equal right of 
enjoying the same. S. R. THORNE. 


A Pupil Who Ui uderstands. 


Exurzanetu, N. J., Aug. 26, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I am still a schoolboy, and 
hav taken a great interest in the question 
of introducing. the Bible into the public 
schools as & text-book, aud think that the 
only department where it might be used 
would be in the kindergarten, where they 
might, for pastime. read the children such 
stories as that of Nosh’s ark, Jonah and 
the whale, aud other mythical tales, of 
which the Bible is full. It can go no far- 
ther, as the pupils in the schools to-day 
take nothing for granted. They know that 
heaven and earth and all things on the 
earth were not made in six days, and that 
no one can go against the laws of nature 
without suffering the consequences, even 
if it is in the Bible. It is folly for a 


skirmish here over the trustees for our 
public schools, but a Freethinker carried 
off the long term and a Catholio one of the 
short terms, so, 88 Godin his mercy has 
made the Catholics and Protestants to hate 
each other more than they do us, we are 
allright. With best wishes to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, I remain, 
Brrrsa WiQnsoN Foreman, 
Sec, N. F. S. L. A. 


He Is a Center of Instruction, 
CONTINENTAL, O., Aug. 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5. 1 
hav no very good exouse for not having 
sent it before, so will offer none. Let $4 
apply on subscription to Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER, and send me something good for 
the balance. Three years ago, when I 
eame to this place, I was the only out- 
spoken Liberal here. Now there are sev- 
eral. I hav quitea little Liberal literature, 
and it is out among the thinking people 
all the time. . 

We had Mrs. M. P. Krekel here last 
winter, and she set them to thinking. 


Yours very truly, A, JACKSON, teacher to teach these things in the morn- 
ing, and then, in the course of the day, 
For Mr. Wise. teach just the opposit. It makes her out a 


SKULL VALLEY, Ariz , Aug. 28, 1895. 
Mz. Eprror: Please find inclosed 500. 


hypocrit. 

Inelosed you will find 25c., for which 
please send me a copy of ** Self-Contradio- 
tions of the Bible," and also a copy of 
‘t Shall the Bible be Read in Our Public 
Schools ?” and accept this as an idea of 
one who is & member of the public scho^ls. 

Respectfully, D. W. Henry. 


mind to sacrifice him, so far as I was con- 
cerned, but concluded it would do no 


How is it that in this government.“ for 


They Are Persecuting Now. 
Hoorgr, Wasu., Aug. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $1.75, 
for Tue Trora Seeker and Ingersoll's 
“ Argument in the Reynolds Blasphemy 
Trial.” I believe in the equality of man— 
equal rights to all, special privileges to 
none. I am opposed to all Sunday laws. 
If church members are so zealous for the 
observance of the Fourth commandment, 
why don’t they keep holy the seventh day 
as commanded? Or why don’t some of 
them take a tumble, and work six days out 
of the week? —‘‘Six days shalt thou labor.” 
How would this strike some of the stall-fed 
preachers? Is this a land of the free, when 
a few fanatics can cause a person to be 
shut up in jail or put to work in the chain- 
gang for differing from them in opinion? 
Is this equal rights to all? Is this the 
straight and narrow road to heaven? Is 
this the way they love their neighbor as 
themselvs? Would they revive the flames 
of persecution? Do they thirst for blood? 
For shame! Down with the Sunday law! 
Your paper was loaned to me, and I hav 
read it with interest, and am glad to find 
so many noble-minded men who advocate 
equal rights; they hav my respect and ad- 
miration. 

I see many works advertised that I 
would like to send for, but cannot at pres- 
ent.. You will hear from me again when 
my ship comes over. Yours for liberty and 
right, H. H, SoorrErDb, 


HENRY QOHRMAN. 


Into the Priests? Ready Hands, 
Sr. CaATHABINES, ONT., Aug. 16, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inolosed find $2, to pay 
on Tug TaurH SEEKER, for a trial sub- 


I giv my paper away as soon as T read it. 
A great many like to read it, but do not 
want to subseribe for it; they are afraid of 
Mrs, Grandy or that it will hurt their busi- 
ness; and they want it on the sly. They 
will read it if some one else will pay for it. 
But Freethought is on the increase in this 
Canada of ours all the same. If we could 
get a Remsburg or a Putnam here to lect- 
ure this winter I think it would make 
quite a change in the people's minds, 
St. Catharines is a priest-ridden city, and a 
heavily texed community, giving its last 
dollar to the church. JoBN SECoRD. 


But Could Not Drop the Truth Seeker. 
HEALDSBURG, CAL., Aug. 21, 1895. 
Mz. Eprror: I hav allowed my subscrip- 
tion to Taz TRUTH SEgKER to run behind, 
in consequence of our business supplying 
but little income above expenses, so that I 
have been considering where retrench- 
ment should begin. We take many papers 
and magazines. Iam loath to giv up any 
as long as my sight lasts, which I cannot 
expect will be much longer, having entered 
on my eightieth year of life. I send my copy 
of Tur TRUTH SEEKER to a poor friend, 
whose large family delights in reading. I 
inclose $8.25 for the ensuing year and a 
copy of Ingersoll’s Bible lecture. Iam 
delighted with Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” I call it my Bible, 
aud read it oftener than any other book. 
Yours sincerely, Tuos. P. TURNER. 


The Heathen Snnday. 
New Yonk, Aug. 18, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: If we desire liberty the 
Sunday law must be repealed. If it is not, 
we are slavea to a set of fanatics. 

Some people say, You must obey the 
law. What! when a law takes away one’s 
liberty! I am now nearly eighty-six years 
of age; hav traveled in most parts of the 
world, and never found any trouble in 
procuring a drink or something to eat on 
a Sunday, except at present in the great 
city of New York. Where is the freedom 
to worship God as the spirit dictates? A 
set of reformers take away my right to 
worship my god, nature, in the mahner I 
consider the most reasonable. To forbid 


Ingersoll Helps Redeem America. 
GREENE, N. Y., Aug. 23, 1895. 

Mr, Eprror: I received ‘‘ Liberty for 
Man, Woman, and Child,” and like it; it 
is one of the best books I ever read; the 
papers, too, are good. I wish I had seen 
something of that kind afew years ago. I 
would hav got my eyes open. Still it may 
do some good yet. In a week or twol 
may be able to send for more. Some of 
your papers I hav given to young men, 
and now the churches are down on me. 

The little I hav already done has given 
me the title of ‘‘ Infidel,” enemy of the 
church. I hav had many a trial or trouble 
lately; the church members hay worked 
my ruin more than once, I will now try 
to get up again. 

August 28th. —To-night I received Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I think it is better 
and more powerful than ever before. I 
feel Sorry to see so few who know any- 
thing about such a paper or men like In- 
gersoll and Paine. I am glad to see 
women are coming out of the dark into 
the marvelous light. 

Ihav been here twenty-five years, and 
I am not a voter yet, because I hav found 
so many liars and cowards and hyp- 
ocrits among the citizens. I thought 
it best for me to keep out of an assembly 


of liars and hypocrits. I am bad enough 
outside them.- Robert Ingersoll has wads 
me think better of the citizens of Amarica, 
and I would like tosell his books wherever 
T can. ARTHUR HANSON. 


** Qod”? a Very Bad Manager. 
Sr. JosnpH, Mo., Aug. 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Having been a constant 
reader of your paper for several months, 
I feel it my duty as a Freethinking indi- 
vidual to express my thoughts that others 
may be.benefited thereby. It has been a 
liftle hard for me to banish from my mind 
the thoughts of the cruelty of that imag- 
inary being called God by the people at 
large, and Gawd by the sky-pilots and 
other gospel pedlers. That being is sup- 
posed and said to be an all-knowing and 
all-powerful being. Now, readers will 
think that to be an all-knowing being one 
must know everything that has transpired 
in the past, even back to the beginning of 
time, and to the end of time in the future. 
He must know every act of our lives even 
before we are created. If there is such a 
being as an all-knowing God, why did he 
make such men as Guiteau, John Wilkes 
Booth, Jesse James, and Jack the Ripper, 
knowing at the time he was bringing 
them into this world the very sins and 
crimes they were going to commit? Did 
he act wisely, or do you think it more 
foolish than wise? Just think of making 
a man, knowing at the time you were 
bringing him here that he was going to 
commit some great orime, and that after 
you had let him commit it you were going 
to condemn him and send him to hell. It 
is a fine merciful God! He is worthy of 
neither prayer nor song; he should be con- | 
demned, if there is such a being; but I hope 
there is not, and believe there is not. . I 
do not think any all-wise, all-merciful, all- 
powerful, all-seeing being would conduct 
his business in such a way. 

Your new friend, Jonn R. ALLEN. 
The Theologians Challenged. 
TrrusvinnE, PA., Aug. 7. 1895. 

Mz, Eprror: Why do the Seventh-Day 
Adventists disagree with most of the other 
Christians in not observing Sunday as 
their Sabbath day? Now let us see from 
teachings of the Bible the reason why they 
disagree, viz.: 

** Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy."—Ex. xx, 8. And Ex. xx, 9, 10, 11. 

“And they went into Capernaum, and 
straightway on the Sabbath day he en- 
tered into the synagog, and taught."— 
Mark i, 21. 

** But pray ye that your flight be not in 
the winter, neither on the Sabbath day." 
—Mat. xxiv, 20. 

** And when the Sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, had bronght sweet spices. 
that they might come and anoint bim.”— 
Mark xvi, 1. -` 

* And they returned, and prepared 
Spices and ointments; and rested the Sab 
bath day according to the command ment.” 
— Luke xxiii, 56. 

** And Paul, as his manner was, went in 
unto them, and three Sabbath days rea- 
soned with them out of the soriptures."— 
Acts xvii, 2. 

From these few passages we see that 
in both the Old and the New Testament 
Saturday, the seventh day, is recognized 
as the Sabbath day. 

1. There is no divine command for Sun- 
day observance. 

2. There is not the least hint of a Sun- 
day institution. 

3. Christ never changed the Sabbath to 
Sunday. 

4, He never observed Sunday as the 
Sabbath. 

5. The apostles never kept Sunday for 
the Sabbath. 

6. There is no prophecy that Sunday 
would ever take the place of the Sabbath. 

% The word Sunday never occurs in the 
Bible. 

Nine Seventh-day Adventists, Christians, 
in the state of Tennessee, convicted by 
opposing Christians at the last term of 
court, are now working in the county 
chain-gang because they had worked oa 
Sunday, the day which the Bible does not 
recognize as the Sabbath day. I now 
challenge the theologians to refute the 

boye statements, QEORGE BINNING, 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1895] 


The Genealogy of Jesus. 
Worcester, Mass., Sept. 3, 295. 
Mr. Eprror: In the Letters of Friends 
in your issue of August 25th is a commu- 
nication from Mr. Ed. Fuller, of West Sa- 
lem, Ill., about the two genealogies of 
Christ. As it no doubt refers to mine of 
July the 20th, I would like to make a few 
observations about it. D 
"Mr. Fuller is right about the two names 
unnoticed, but I do not see that it helps 
the case very materially. It rather makes 
it still more complicated. Jt looks tome as 


though the two names happen to be mixed |. 


tp in two otherwise altogether different 
lines. l 

Mr. Fuller takes the ground (and the 
sameo is seén in the marginal notes of 
L'Abbé Glaire's translation of the Bible) 
that Luke givs the genealogy through the 
woman's side. Now, how could a correct 
genealogy of a man be given through his 
fathers-in-law? Suppose some of those 
women had married several husbands, 
which of them would hav been given the 
child for a father? Or suppose one or 
several of them had married Gentiles (as 
in Samson's case), would Jesus, or rather 
Joseph, hav been of the seed of David? 
Another thing. that outs it shorter still is 
that Mary's father was Joachim, according 
to the church of Rome (whether it is found 
in the Bible or not I could not say, and I 
eannot stóp to look it up), and has been 
honored to this day by the Oatholies as 
St. Joachim, the husband of St. Ann, 
grandmother of God on his mother's side; 
and I think that old mother of Christian- 
ity (the church of Rome) is as good an 
authority as any other on those things. 

Idon'tsee why Luke or the ghost that 
giv him his information should hav taken 
that route while there was a shorter and 
better road, as Matthew has shown. 

Then Mr. Fuller says, ‘‘As to the differ- 
ence in the number of names given, I be- 
lieve Matthew omitted several, and per- 
haps Luke omitted a few." How could 
Matthew hav truthfully ssid Abraham be- 
gat Isaac, Isaac begat Jacob, and so on 
all through the list, if there were some 
that were omitted? Could a man be said 
to hav begotten his grandchild, or his 
great-grandchild? ‘‘ Omission is not con- 
tradiction.” All right; but when Matthew 
says a man did something that he did not 
do, he is mistaken (or he lied), and that 
invalidates his claim to the truth altogether. 
I hav known many to try to explain this, 
but I hav never seen one that could do it 
successfully or with any show of logic. 
If Mr. Faller can do it he will do very. 
well indeed. 

Mr. Fuller next goes on to talk of the 
Jewsand their genealogical records. What 
hav the records to do with the so-called 
holy scriptures, if those men were writing 
under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost? 
Could those men hav written from records 
away back in the Old Testament time even 
an far as Adam? Were any records kept 
then? Were Genesis and the other books 
of the Old Testament written from rec- 
ords, or are they not claimed to hav been 
written from inspiration? 

Yours for something that looks more 
like the truth, J. O. BELLEFLEUR. 


Pinrsoy, IA., Sept, 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Those Bible apologists who 
attempt to reconcile the diverse genealo- 
gies of Jesus by the excuse that Matthew 
givs Joseph's genealogy and Luke Mary's, 
should remember that Mary's father was 
Joachim and not Heli, as Luke has it. 
Joachim was the husband of Anna, and 
hence father-in-law to Joseph. Joseph 
might hav another father-in-law by a tor- 
mer wife, but he could not figure in 
Mary's genealogy. Theories built on 

guesswork only lead to worse confusion. 

i S. F. BzNsox. 


Indecent Parade. : 
Naw HawPros, IA., Aug. 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: On the 22d inst. I wit- 
nessed the most slavish and degrading oo- 
currence it has ever been my lot to see. 
Because of the funeral of a minister all 
business places in this town were, as far as 
I could ascertain, closed for more than two 
hours. Christians, indifferente, and Infi- 
dels, all shut up shop in cowardly obedi- 
ence to the ukase of the Methodists, whose 
hierophant the deceased had been. It was 
a demoralizing sight; and I expressed 


| missiy. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
———— ———— M M——— 


myself freely to that eftect and caught 
**gheol" from all sides. Even time-serv- 
ing non-Christians kicked because I did 
not lock my shop in honor of the defunct. 
Of course I had no calls from customers 
for the time being, as nearly everybody 
was playing gaping boobyin the court- 


‘house yard, where the performance took 


place. Some Oatholies and other non- 
Methodist Christians were sullen but sub- 
Many of them expressed their 
disapprobation, but lacked backbone to 
maintain their independence, and cringed 
to Methodistic arrogance and imposition. 
Socially, Mr. Cook, the deceased, was a 
gentleman, having but very few of the 


usual priestly bombastic airs about him. 


In my several talks with him on religion, 
I discovered that he realized the weakness 
of his god-scheme, às also his inability to 
defend it when confronted with reason. 


When I endeavored to draw him into an 
argument he would say that we would’ 


surely get into deep water and be in dan- 
ger of drowning. Being told that I was 
accustomed to that kind of water and had 
no fear, he would usually excuse himself 
very politely, well knowing that the Infi- 
del could outswim the soul-fisher in the 
waters of fact. . 

Ido not wish to be understood as ob- 
jecting to honoring the dead, or rather 
their living friends and relativs, but I de- 
test abominable public affairs such as the 
one described here, because of the relig- 
ious importance attached to them, The 
corpse of & wood-chopper is as good as that 
of a preacher. If this man was doing good 
here, why did his god kill him or permit 
him to die instead of keeping him at his 
post? 

Most of the Ohristiins who timidly de- 
nounce this sort of public religious swag- 
gery would cheerfully accept the same 


‘thing in connection with thé funerals of 


their own ministers, and will be quite apt 
to demand it when opportunity offers, 
Itisthe duty of every real Freethinker 
to ventilate such pomp on the part of ob- 
trusiv pietists. Yours for fight,} 
F. L. DavuzznsMITH. 


I Told You So. 
WxWMonr, NEB., Aug. 2, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: For some time this burg 
was and is still supposed to be a stamping- 
ground of that more than useless element, 
the beggar-on-horseback intermediators 
between God and man, commonly called 
heavenly dragoons or reverends. Those of 
the Baptist battalion inaugurated a ‘‘ re- 
vival,” and, with their supposed God’s 
help—or rather with an imported evangel- 
ist family, quartered around on the faith- 
ful—felt their oats. And as ‘‘God had so 
wonderfully blessed the people,” Infidels 
got a particularly big slice of the blessing 
in the sermons on Sundays, when ihe 
death-bed scenes of Infidels were too 
sweet a morsel for the mind-cripplers not 
to roll forward and backward incessantly 
in their food-wasting mouths. The chil- 
dren were told that Infidels were dishon- 
orable, dangerous, dishonest men, who 
had not the courage to come out, as they 
had nothing to go on. This became a 
nuisance too great to bear, so a few of us 
concluded to giv the ‘‘ gentlemen of the 
cloth” a set-down. 

We accepted an offer from Brother 
Remsburg to deliver a lecture here on 
August ist. Meanwhile we were not idle, 
but worked like beavers to astonish the 
nativs and make our undertaking a suc- 
cess. Printer’s ink was called into requi- 
sition, and personal exertion was not 
spared, and soon every telegraph pole and 
other conspicuous spot in and around town 
was to be seen ornamented with a poster: 
‘Lecture on Freethought. Subject: 
‘False Claims of the Church.’ Admission 
free." The rage of the ‘‘elect” was great. 
Posters were torn down or mutilated, or 
camp-meeting notices pasted on them, but 
just as quickly were they re-posted, and 
camp-meeting notices covered with our 
new posters, regardless of the friendly ad- 
vice given by our Ohristian neighbors, 
with a Satanic smile, to cease our efforts 
to force unpopular ideas on a Christian 
community (3,000 inhabitants, with six 
churches, of which only five are able to 
starve their preachers through). 

At last August ist came, when the first 
Freethought lecture in Wymore was to be 


! delivered, We had rented the opera-house, 


but had our misgivings about the size of 
the audience, Thomas Paine’s picture, 
life-size bust, was set up on the stage, with 
plenty of flowers in front of it. At 8 
o'elock at night the first of the audience 
appeared, and such a rush set in that by 
8:30 over 400 people graced the hall, the 
biggest audience a lecturer ever had in 
Wymore, and that in spite of the first 
night of a district camp-meeting, where a 
woman preacher painted to terrified sin- 
ners the awful consequences of starving 
poor preachers, aud the reward for filling 
them full of good things. There was also 
a Democratic county convention in session 
at Beatrice. 

Our audience was composed half of 
women, & very promising feature. That 
our heads were swimming, is putting it 
very mildly. Mr. Remsburg delivered his 
lecture in the forcible way peculiar to 
him, and he took well with the audience, 
his logic making an impression on many, 


convincing them that the church claims 


entirely too much of the benefits to the 
world, and that its jacket is fully as dirty 
as is often claimed by us. To judge by the 
audience, the cause of Freethought is not 
quite so unpopular here as Christiaus want 
to make us believe, of which fact four 
preachers who were present had an ample 
chance to be convinced. We were much 
gratified to notice that not the least mis- 
conduct marred the occasion, even when 
Mr. Remsburg made the people acquainted 
with that good man and patriot Thomas 
Paine, eulogizing him for what he had 
done for this country, and touching the 
unbelief of Washington and others down 
to Abraham Lincoln. 

We hav made several efforts to organize, 
but hav so far failed through Infidel indif- 
ference. Wm. A. ALLEN. 


How Did Jesus ** Die for Men? 
LEAVENWORTH, KAN., Aug. 4, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: Since you took my bit of 

serio-jocoseness concerning Jesus to heart, 
allow me to explain: Yes, I read J. Symes’s 
articles, but contumaciously refuse to ac- 
cept his ‘‘estimate” of the Nazarene. The 
only thing in my piece possibly justifying 
your speaking of my ‘‘estimate " of Jesus 
was my associating him with Paine and 
Ingersoll as an Infidel. 
. Our revered Bennett sinned in the same 
way. He gave him a prominent place 
among the ‘‘ World’s Sages, Infidels, and 
Thinkers,” remarking that ‘‘they will 
hardly deny him the dignity of a Sage; 
they cannot truthfully claim that he was 
not Infidel to much at his time, and they 
will scarcely contend that he was unworthy 
to be esteemed a Thinker. In the character 
attributed to him there is much that is 
lovely, much that is human and benevolent, 
much that appeals to the finer feelings of 
our nature. It is not to be denied that the 
moral sentiments ascribed to him were of 
an excellent character, and that some of 
his utterances hav rarely been excelled by 
the moral teachers of the world.” 

With Mr. Bennett I believe in recogniz- 
ing Jesus as a sage, Infidel, and thinker— 
in the domain of spiritual science at least. 
But that he fought the church and was by 
it cruelly murdered is enough for us to 
know. When Symes declares that “he is 
all or nothing, a God or a sucked orange, 
his boasted character all the invention of 
his worshipers,” he simply writes himself 
down a prejudiced extremist. Between 
the two extremes, ‘‘God or a sucked 
orange,” there is little to choose. They 
are equally absurd. 

All intelligent and sane Christians hav 
really abandoned the dogma of the god- 
ship of Jesus. Even in debate with one 
who affirms his godship nothing is gained 
by putting him under microscope and 
scalpel and subjecting his alleged utter- 
ances to the merciless dissection of ma- 
terialistic or literal interpretation. There 
are far more efficacious methods of prov- 
ing his humanity. To convert a man from 
belief in the godship of Jesus, you want 
to be fair and accord to him all due honor 
as a man and csa great spiritual teacher. 
To belittle or demeau him, to rob him of 
that to which he is entitled, is to forfeit 


the respect of your opponent and confirm 


bim in his superstition. 

We should take Jesus as a whole, and 
diseredit what is inconsistent with his gen- 
eral character. To believe that he could 
get mad and curse a fig-tree for not bear- 


587? 


ing out of season, requires an abnegation 
of sense equal to believing him a god. 
Still, I do not care how imperfect he may 
hav been. Jim Bludso’s oneact of holding 
“her nozzle again’ the bank till the last 
galoot’s ashore,” was enough to absolve 
him of all his faults and emblazon a halo 
of glory about his name. . 

Jesus and Jim both ‘‘died for men,” 
and that places their names upon the high- 
est summit of human honor. I do not 
care if Jim had forty wives in Natchez- 
under-the-Hill and fifty here in Pike. I'm 
not the one to pick flaws in his character. 
His name is down in my ealendar of 
saints. 

Mohammed is another of my saints. 
With much delight I hav read over and 
over again his life and studied his char- 
acter and teachings. My human ‘‘ideals” 
are not faultless by any means. An abso- 
Iutely perfect person, real or ideal, I hav 
little use for. We Westerners hav notions 
and standards of greatness all our own. 

Nearly forty years ago, in the mountains, 
I had a partner, a Missourian, who could 
neither read nor write, but who knew how 
to drink whisky, ‘‘chaw terbacker,” fight, 
swear, gamble, or do pretty much every- 
thing else, I reckon, except lie, steal, or 
go back onafriend. He was one of nat- 
ure’s noblemen, one of the bravest, truest, - 
gentlest, and most loveable men I ever 
met. I saw him stake his life to save a 
friend, and—plump down on my roll of 
saints and heroes went the name of Charley 
Spangler. 

**Tf this be treason, make the most of 
it." S. R. SHEPHERD. 


[Had Jesus denounced any of the great 
evils of his time we might accord to him 
the dignity of sage and thinker. But we 
fail to see that he attacked fundamental 
wrongs; he abused the priests and educated 
classes in the community, just as certain 
Christians do the same classes to-day, but, 
like them, he failed to get to the root of 
the trouble; he denounced individuals 
without understanding the underlying 
wrongs that alone made them dangerous. 
He was ‘‘ Infidel,” to a certain extent, to 
the old priesthoods, but so was Joseph 
Smith without being an improvement on 
them. As a contributor to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER very voluminously and conclusivly 
showed, the practical teachings of Jesus, 
where they differed from the similar teach- 
ings of the Old Testament, were in almost 
all respects immeasurably inferior thereto, 
both on the side of equity and that of 
practicability. Vague general assertions 
cannot prevail as against the great mass of 
facts carefully marshaled by Mr. Cooper 
in this paper last year. —Ed. T, S.] 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
IL If There Were & Designer He Could Not Be 


eneficent. 
IXI. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Here ously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously asteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Js Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Desiga. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 
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Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
iRiver, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


tinne for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Honr. 


Keep Your Eye on the Compass. 


Keep your eye on the compass 
If the sea runs high, 
And the ocean’s inky billows 
Mock the blackuess of the sky. 
When beating up against the winds, 
So pitiless and strong, 
Keep your eye on the compass, 
And you can’t go wrong. 
Keep your eye on the compass 
Ani your waite light trimmed, 
Though the moon hide in the heavens 
And the stars are dimmed. 
Though the voyage may be lonely 
And the way seem long, 
Keep your eye on the compass, 
And you can’t go wrong. 


Keep your eye on the compas3; 
It will guide you o’er the deep, 
It will show you where the north star is 
And where the flowers sleep 
In the sunny sonth. No matter. 
If the way seems long, 
Keep your eye on the compass 
And you can’t go wrong 
— Cy Warman in New York Sun. 


How I Shall Get to Heaven. 


Many people seem to be concerned about 
my hereafter, as to hether I shall ever 
reach the heavenly kingdom or not. Iam 
frequently questioned upon the subject, 
both orally and by letter. 

To set the minds of these friends inter- 
ested in my behalf forever at rest, I con- 
elude to answer their queries, one of 
which eame verbally this morning in this 
wise: ; 

“And do you think you'll ever get to 
heaven?" 

«Why, yes, certainly," was my reply. 
“If there is such a place, and anybody 
else goes there, I shall.” 

** What makes you think so?" 

“ Because I hav a right to go there if I 
wish to, and no one has any power to keep 
me away,” which caused my interlocutor 
to stare somewhat savagely at me, as he 
asked: 

**But what merit hav you to enter the 
abode of the sanctified, for the dear 
Christ’s sake?" 

** None whatever for Christ's sake.” 

** How, then, will you be justified, you 
sinner?” 

** On the score of humanity, and I am 
not a sinner more than you, or any other 
human being. I obey the laws of the 
state, the health laws, the moral laws, pay 
all my honest debts—and I hav no other 
debts—and do whatever is in my power to 
ameliorate the condition of the unfortu- 
nate and unhappy. What more can you 
ask?" 

As my questioner was silent, I proceeded: 

**1f I should die to-night, and my soul, 
which we will take to be the intelligent 
part of myself, the ego, should suddenly 
find itself free, and able to navigate the 
air, it would undoubtedly start on a tour 
of discovery and investigation.” 

** Where is heaven?” would be my in- 
quiry. 

Some one would probably say, “Up 
there !" and direct me which road to take, 
Arriving at the gate of the much-talked-of 
city, I would be halted by the famous St. 
Peter, who would at once begin to cate- 
chize me as to my right to enter the heav- 
enly abode. I should relate to him the 
following incident: Once upon a time, 
while dwelling on the earth, there lived in 
my family a man of African descent, fa- 
miliarly known as ‘‘ Joe,” or Joseph Will- 
iams. He was born in Halifax, Va., in the 
Condition of slavery, and that condition 
had kept him in ignorance of the exact 
date of his birth. He was held as a bond- 
man by Christian men who found indorse- 
ment of their acts in the Holy Bible. Fi- 
nally, made free by the Great Rebellion, 
he drifted north, and found a home event- 
ually in our family. 

For many years he was a faithful servi- 
tor and friend, trusty, fond, and obedient, 

He was large-hearted, generous to a 
fault, or, as some would say, reckless and 
mprovident, 4. €., he had never been taught 


ul 


prudence and economy, and hence was 
like many another, utterly unable to lay 
up any part of his earnings against rainy 
days—the days that come sometime in al- 
most every person’s life. Finally, in old 
age, the rainy weather overtook this poor 
man with the dark skin, and he fell sick 
with a sickness that knows no relief till one 
enters ‘‘the low green tent whose curtain 
never outward swings.” 

Those knowing the case said, “Of 
course you will send him to the poorhouse. 
He has no claim on you, and you must not 
burden yourself with this sick and infirm 
black man, who was your servant, but is 
now unable to serve you longer.” 

** For that very reason," I said, *' he will 
not be sent to the poorhouse like some 
useless old pauper, there to linger and, at 
last, to die, perhaps unattended and 
alone." 

** But, he will be cared for well enough,” 
was the answer; ''let him go. You are 
not bound to take upon yourself this great 
burden." 

This was the reasoning of the world. 

But he did not go to the poorhouse. 
No. Looking above and beyond caste, 
ereed, color, condition of servitude, I saw 
only a poor fellow-ereature, sick and suf- 
fering, and to whom my hands could min- 
ister. 

He had been my faithful, patient, obe- 
dient helper these many years, and now, 
in his extremity, should I forsake him or 
begrudge him home and shelter the few 
months remaining to him? NotI. 

And Ieared for him, nursed him through 
the trying hours of illness, sat by his bed- 
side, night and day ministered to his wants, 
and anticipated his wishes. I soothed his 
restless hours of pain, was patient with all 
his querulous complainings, amused him 
with story and anecdote dnring the inter- 
vals when he would be free from intense 


suffering; smoothed his pillows, was quick 


to respond to his calls at midnight as by 
daylight; bathed his aching head, held his 
hands in the paroxysms of distress and 
agony; cheered him with kind, encourag- 
ing words when despondent and down- 
hearted; performed the most menial ser- 
vice required in the sick room, prepared 
his nourishment, procured for him all that 
his fancy craved, took many steps, up- 
stairs and down, watching over him care- 
fully and kindly. And all through that 
most painful and trying illness, not one 
impatient word escaped my lips, At all 
times, day and night, I was the care-taker, 
nurse, and friend of this poor, dying man. 

He was a member and officer in good and 
regular standing in the A. M. E. church, 
and, incidentally, I would say that it was 
in support of that church and its pastor 
that his money had mostly gone. When 
he lay sick and restless, did pastor and his 
associate members come and care for him? 
They did not. True, they occasionally 
came in to pray, and that was all. When 
very near the closing hour, the pastor 
called and said, ** Would you like me to 
pray, Joseph?" ‘‘No,” said Joseph, 
*^you hav prayed with me many times, but 
your praying does no good. It does not 
relieve the pain nor help me at all, so you 
need not pray for me any more." 

S. H. W. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
or —— ———— 
Auntie Bright’s Lectures. 
V.—OCoNoLUsION. 

**We are going back to the city in a 
week," said Madge, a regretful cadence in 
her usually merry voice. ‘‘Auntie, can you 
not tell us something good to carry away 
with us, and thus add to our already rich 
collection of legends and traditions,” 

‘Your demands hav been so many and 
variable," said her aunt, smiling, ‘* that I 
shall hav to study up some more before 
venturing to visit you next winter.” 

** Next winter,” said Madge, musingly, 
her face resuming its animated expression. 
** Oh, auntie, how I shall look forward to 
that. Just imagin the fireside, and Auntie 
Bright with her charming stories? It 
seems like a desecration to say it, but, 
really, I am impatient for summer to be 
gone. Do you know that thought will re- 
osll those lines in a magazine I read some- 
where? 

The summer was not such a dream, per- 
haps, 

Of bliss as we thought 'twould be; 

And the brilliant things we planned to do 


——————ÓÓ—M—À 
Proud beings fell that hour, 
The young and the passing fair, 
And a flame went up from dome and 
tower, f 
. The avenger's arm was there! 
or wakened pride of an injured land, 


Went amiss for you and for me. 
But still it is gone for all of that, 
And we raise our wistful eyes . 
To the land where beyond the winter 
snows, 
Another summer lies.” 


, P ad burst its iron thrall; 
* But the story! the story!” exclaimed rau; C 
Walter, who had listened to all this with Miser pluméd chief to the pilgrim 


Woe, woe, to the sons of Gaul! 
A night of slaughter followed; two thou- 
sand French people fell. 


The morning sun with a quiet smile 
Looked round o’er hill and glen, 

O’er ruined temple and moldering pile. 
And the ghastly forms of men. 


Aye, the sunshine sweetly smiled 
As its early glance came forth, 
It had no sympathy with the wild 
And terrible things of earth; 
And the man of blood that day might 
read 
In language freely given, 
How ill his dark and midnight deed, 
Became the light of heaven. 


The massacre is known in history as the 
** Sicilian Vespers.” 
That is all, 


ill-concealed impatience. 

So very obediently Auntie Bright told 

them the story of 
“Tan Stroman VesPers.” 

It was on Tuesday in Easter, 1282, and 
Sicilians were holding a festival on the 
pretty esplanade near the city of Palermo. 
The French had long ruled Sicily with an 
iron hand. The Sicilians, whenever they 
assembled on a publie occasion, were sure 
to be reminded of their servile and crushed 
condition by some act of tyranny from the 
dictatorial French. And they burned with 
patriotic ardor to throw off the rule of 
their oppressors, only waiting for some 
opportunity. 

Lent had passed, and the zealous nativs 
were at their gayest. Dancing, musia, and 
song combined to form a pretty picture of 
their rural innocence and peace. Fair 
ladies and gallant soldiers feasted from 
little tables on the grass, and merry chil- 
dren played games under the stately trees. 

Suddenly the French officers appeared 
among them, insolently ordering them to 
disperse, coming, as they dlaimed, to re- 
store order. All happiness vauished, and 
fierce anger filled the Sicilians’ hearts. 

At last a Frenchman offered an insult to 
a lady, who fell fainting in terror at his 
words and impudent conduct. 

“Death to the French!” shouted the 
husband of the injured woman. A young 
Sicilian sprang upon the offending French net aa sd 


ODE ide iene shouted the | "^^ Pes Address Tue Tantu Quexen, 


people. The Sicilians slew two hundred TW 0 DOLL AR $ FO R 0 NE. 


French people on the spot. The tables ar- í 
ranged for the festival were covered with “THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ^: 
The only pap:»r publishei for the voung that is 


blood. The angry crowd armed them- free fro nsuperstision One year 50 cente. Six 


selvs with the weapons of those they had | months, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Litte 
overcome, EUR TAN e 
OW * DAD? A . 

** Death to the French!" 


Ill seid Lvttle Freethinker, Fooie’s Health 
It was nightfall. Tho victorious Sicil. | Mon^h and The aMawtower Magaztne one 
ians came rushing into Palermo, striking 


rear. the Home, a 16-page story paver, and welve 

fine flowering bulbs of different dinde all for $1. 
down every French person they met. The : 
French people rushed to the church altars, 


ddress ELMINA D 
3ts7 
but the Sicilians followed them there and 


Snowvi.le; Pulaski county, Va, 
Correspondents Wanted 

reddened the churches with blood. 

The startled monks thronged up 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
In the torchlight cold and dim, 


the age: of 20 and 40 years. Address L. C. I., care 
Truth Seeker office. i 10687 
And the priest let fall his incense cup, 7-71 
And the virgin hushed her hymn; - My Repairing Department 
For a boding clash, and a clanging tramp, Is now complete. I have faolities to repair, 
And a summoning voice was heard, clo ely regulate and reiurn watches 2d or 8d 
And fretted wall and tombstone damp 


day. No better work in the world Agents 
To the fearful echo stirred wanted in every town in the l/nited States where 
The peasant heard the sound 


watches are butchered instead of restored any 
As he sat beside his hearth, 


are now making money but mau‘ wore can make 

money easv by Sending me the work of their 

) friends and neighbors. Apply for terms. also 

And the song and dance were hushed | send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 

around, elry, Silver-ware, etc. 
And the fireside tale of mirth. 

The chieftain shook in his bannered hall, 
As the sound of war drew nigh, 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
And the warder shrank from the castle 


Designer of i 
The Otto Wetts'ein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
wall 
As the gleam of spears went by. 


“Oh, Auntie, that is terribly meager 
for five long months," said Madge, dole- 
fully. 
| “Im sorry, dear; but I am positivly 
exhausted," returned  Auntie Bright, 
kindly. 

* Oh, what a greedy girl," cried Wal- 
ter, notwithstanding the fact that he was 
far from guiltless. Ipa BaArroU. 
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You see them everywhere, 


Beautiful 
Bicycles... 


€ - Bicycie Beauty comes from graceful lines 
and fine finish, in which points Columbia bicycles excel. But 
there is more than mere looks to recommend a Columbia. 
Back of the handsome design and elegant finish is a sterling 
quality that over the roughest road and the longest journey will 
carry the rider with safety and satisfaction, 


COLUMBIA 2 2 riarttora. 


POPE MFG. CO. 
General Offices and Factories, HARTFORD 


BOSTON, NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 
SAN FMANO!SCO, 
PROVIDENOR, SUFFALO. 


Send two 2-cent stamps for a 
‘Columbia Catalogue; free if you 
call at a Columbia agency. 


MODEL 40 COLUMBIA 


Buy a 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 


Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as “Eye-openers,” in doing " Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 


and all inquiring persons, send for a supply 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 


of 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so iow in price that thousands of gen- 
erous- hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Anal; zed. Exposing the Incon- 
gistenoy of Christians Generally. H. Olay 


Lus 
Astro- Theology: Y. L "Dawson, "Showing the . 


story of mni in the New Testament to 
be. but an Alleg»rical representation of 
the sun's course through the different 
zodiacal Signs...............c een 
Apostles of Christ. Austin Hol ponies vs 
The Bible Qoa God Disproved by 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll 
‘he Bible: Is it Reliable as a Guide? O. Watts. 
Blasphemy and the Bible O B Reynolds..... 
Tne Book of Esther. A 8 9cimen, of What 
Passes a8 the Inspired Word of n 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. &. Max Muller. .. 
Constantine the Great, Portrayiug the Ini- 
uity of the First Ohristian Emperor. 
^ PYOStON avessccsvedessissuserdecstes 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
This is the statute under which 
. Wise is now ndictsd for aondiıng a 
7 yerse dom the the Bibie through the mail.) 
Oruelty and Oreduliiy of the Human Hace. 
Dr. DanielArter............... deese 
Ohristianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
Ohristianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Civilization. Charles Watts .... ....... 
The Christian Deity. Oharles Watts — ...... 
The Ohristian Faith. 20) Questions Without 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Gpristion Missionary aud a Chinese 

The Christian Sabbath. John E Bemsburg.. ` 
Ohristian Scheme of Redemption, C. Watts. 
The Church and Educacion. Anti-Jesuit..... 
The ghurch and Freethought. Franklin 
QIN OF A E 
Congress and Sunday Lay Laws. (Shall the Mails 

' ^ be Stop pped on. on 

of The Seek a AE E TE eU E oe 

The Arp E pere and Holy Days and Holi. 

days, SP Putnam ..... ...... eee 

Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besani.. 

The Devil’s Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 

Due. John Syphers yoke resa n uta Gee 

' Daniel in the Lion's Den. D. M. Bennett..... 


Mur Anstin Holyoake ........... 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 
Sincere Christian. ^. .. oo. eee eee 
The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 
volgo jeans Neither Athe! m nor Ma- 
Bri gham, MD... 
Evolution of 'Tarael’s God. A. L. Hawson Rees 
Essays on Miracles. David Hume............. 
Rather, Son » god h. D.M. Bonn TI E [ongshore 
he Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett... .......- 
Foundations. John 8 yoh OLS: iieeisectoe sect uo 
Free ES and Free Press. Percy Bysshe 
Few Words s about the Devil. Chas. Bradiaugh. 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Ohas. Watts 
The Fruits of Ohrletianity. Annie Besani... 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 
The Gospal of Ohristiauity and the Gospel of 
Freethought. Annie Besant 
Has Man a onl? . Charles Bradlaug 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Austin 
Holyoake ............ esee erre 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 
Occ pene. e. Prof. Louis Eisburg........ 
Is There a> ba es Bradlaugh 
If You Take res My Religion What Wili You 
GiveMein ItsSte:d? H., B. Martin, M.D. 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson... 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher.................. s 
Infidels and: Charity. Franklin Steiner..., 
Ingersoll Oatechised. Wi h Mr. einer in 
Poem on, Ro ort Urns.........eeee esee 
Ingersoll on McGlynn ..............  ....... 
The Ills iis We Endure: Their Cause and Gure 
Is they Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E [rg 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Padon.. esnea d M 
Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh 
Land Question. Charles Bradleugh...: 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake... .. "m 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
of Jesus Christ..... ................ssss.. 
Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
Fear to Die? By G.J. Holyoake  ...... 
The Logic of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougut. G.J. Hotyoake.. 
Ludiorons aaron of Christianity. A. Hol- 
Liber and Morality. Monoure D. goara 
The Li . P. 


“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions it How 
People are off in Hell..................- "um 
Materialism ani Orme. BF Underwood... 
Moral Value of thu Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
Moody’s Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of Re- 
vival Dootrine............ e eee eren 
Natural Heligion vs. Revealed Religion. An- 
nie Besant. ... . ...... xe] 
Now Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh... 
New Life of Davide Charles Bradlaugh...... 
Now Life of Jacob. Charles Bra tlaugh.. 
ew Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradiaugh. 
New Life of Moses. Oharles Bradlaug 
mhe ew Faith. J.L Stoddard....... : 
he New Age. 8 Bell............. 
Tho Old fen ions Rd the New. W.8. Bell.. 
On Eternal Torture. Mane Det. PANATA 


he Ral jous i 4 tion ducas. her 
Transition from COhristianity.... ..... 
Open Letter to m to my Old Friends the Quakers. 
Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingersoll. 7227” 
Our Tordai and Savior J esus Ohrist. T E Lor 8B- 


MM EH 'WeB.. eene ee 
Protestant Intoierauce. John E Temsburg.. 
Philosophy of Secularism. Oharles Watts.... 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as desoribed 

hv the Bible. Per dazen.. 
Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ "o 


10 


cote 


m 
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. Secular Responsibilit; 


Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 1 
Protestant Persecutions William Cobert: 1 
uestions for Bible Worshipers. PENES T 
he Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. À. O. 


baths.") By the ange of 
That ruth Seeker................ esses 

Revivalism Examined. A. G. Hamphrey.. 

A Remarkable Book a Heview of Greg! 
Creed of Christendom. H. W. Doug! Aa 
in Canadian S; eaor E oe EA 

The Safe Side. H B Brow ssas 

Science and Bible Antagonistic. “Chas. "Watts. 

A Secular Prayer. Austin n Holyoak m 

olyoake.. 

The Stage and the Pu pit. Robt G Ingersoll. 

Superstition pipl aye Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 

ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 

* Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 
J Jasper "8 Cotebrated Sermon on Astrono: 


wo 


LE Led E anl 


ae | 
Twelve Apostles. Charles y [edis 8 
Were Adam, and Eve Our Hirst Parents? 


What is di Bini A Review E Bunderland's 

* What isthe Bible?"..................- «1 

Wonders of Prayer. D M Bennett............ 

Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 

WasChrist Orucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
dress HE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


NEW BOOKS 


ROBT G, INGERSOLL 


The Field -Ingersoll Discus- 
sion. Price, 25 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, 25 cents. 


When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the Worth Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 
This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not-heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 
The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYET? E. PLACE, New York- 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church, are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents, 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘* Think 
- a minister's praying God to, kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 

Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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400 Years 


= [Freethought 


— domes» 


E By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pp., Gilt Sides and 


With The Truth Seeker for One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


NN 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 
ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits claimed for it by the publishers. They did not 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months' delay 
= in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
, per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
= three times as many portraits. Such was the case, however. In- 
x= stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
ME hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact ` 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
= undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
ÞE properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
= of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
ÞE percent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. Well, the 
PE nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
E sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
E investment. Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
B= not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
x= lighted that they got such a bargain. 
1 As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Yzars or Frer 
P THOUGHT, if covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
1 and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 3 
PE possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought asa manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
organized force. With this history are given sketches of the lives 
of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. It 
E unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
= book. It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
1 THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


GOVERNMENT. A NEW EDITION 
By CHARLES MORAN. THE DIEGESIS 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and BRING 
an MR for ' limiting government to the | A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- and Early History of Chrisiianity. 


(3 n TIT HAN 
A r [PTT RT 


pensation of prompt and equal just ce to all.” Never Before or Elsewhere so Fuily and Faith 
Price, 5 cents, fully Set Forth. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEP, By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
8 Lafayette Pl, New York. PRIOE, $2. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. |. #Lafavette place New York’ 
tamm of that s splendid roso poem 7 
* Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. 
Ingersoll. It is largor and better than the old Truth Seeker Readers ! 
: ation, and can be med or pieced u] n the : 
oas an ornamen enter of the car 
appoat the por T Dy the, of the Dolonel jand m baby, TAVE TOD TAR 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthf rly escribed as, ' one of the masterpieces I | m 
of the orator and poet, who, now, as far as we Liberal y n B»ok? 


know, sta ds alone 1. in the living world.” It will |, 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir | Do your children learn these beauti: +ongs o 
not only o Re ectual greatness, but of artistic | Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and » herp oets 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt | and sin: Shem in your homes, makiig .nem hap. 
boveled edge. The sige is 12x16 inches, and the PF and bright ?—SEND FOR A OOPY zaen olo 
price only ?5 cents, post-paid. lt title, 40 cents; half bound, 35 3 1.8. 
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THERE is nothing more despicable than 
to jump over with the majority when you 
know it is wrong.— Galveston News. 


Sunpay ought to be a day of rest—a holi- 
day. But it is not the business of the 
state to regulate the work and rest of the 
people or to interfere either with their fast 
or feast days. — New York World. 


Fam play for the Seventh day keeper, 
the Hebrew and the Freethinker, as well 
as for the Puritan-Sunday advocate! Less 
than this is illiberal, inconsistent. and 
mon decidedly un-American. — Boston 

lobe. 


Every reader of Huxley's writings in- 
evitably gets an insight and an impulse 
that forever after makes it harder for him 
to confound things that contradict or dis- 
agree with other things known to be true. 
—Springfield (Mass.) Republican. 


Tuoves all the winds of doctrin were 
Iet loose to play upon the earth, so Truth 
be in the field, we do ingloriously, by li- 
censing and prohibiting, to misdoubt her 
strength. Let her and Falsehood grapple 
—who ever knew Truth put to the worse 
in a free and open encounter ? — John 
Milton. 


Tus sympathy which prompts denial of 
self to please others, is a sympathy which 
also receives pleasure from their pleasures 
when they are otherwise originated. The 
stronger the fellow-feeling which excites 
efforts to make others happy, the stronger 
is the fellow-feeling with their happiness 
however caused. — Herbert Spencer. 


Ovr legislators are not sufficiently ap- 
prised of the rightful limits of their power 
—that their true office is to declare and 
enforce only our natural rights and duties 
and to take none of them from us. No 
man has 8 natural right to commit aggres- 
sion on the equal rights of another, and 
this is all from which the laws ought to re- 
strain him.— Zhomas Jefferson. 


Ir used to be a very hard word to fling at 
anybody to say that he was a Materialist, 
but that sort of word does not hurt so 
much now; and it is rather curious that a 
great many of these words which hav been 
very hard in one generation, change sides 
and just hit the other people in the next. 
These eminent men hav always been few 
in number, but we ought to speak of their 
numbers with the very greatest respect.— 
W. KE. Clifford, F.R.S. 


r Tar great artist is he who goes a step 
beyond the demand, and, by supplying 
works of a higher beauty and a higher 
interest than hay yet been perceived, 
succeeds, after a brief struggle with its 
strangeness, in adding this fresh extension 
of sense to the heritage of the race. This 
is why we value art; this is why we feel 
tbat the iconoclast and the Puritan are st- 
tacking something made holier, by solid 
usefulness, than their own theories of pu- 
rity; this is why art has won the privileges 
of religion.—G'eorge Bernard Shaw, in 
Liberty. 


Ix the most general acceptation of the 
term, justice is a moral virtue which leads 
us to render to every one that which is his 
due, and to respect the rights of others. 
The term is sometimes used as synony- 
mous with fulness of right and reason. It 
is used especially to designate the aot of 
recognizing the rights of a person. The 
Roman law defined justice to be the con- 
stant and perpetual disposition to render 
every man his due. "This is the definition 
of justiee which has been most generally 
accepted by jurisconsults and publicists. 
The essential conditions of justice are 
these: It should be equal, it should know 
no distinction of race or class, it should be 
accessible to all.—John J. Lalor. 


For many years this restless man [Vol- 
taire] filled Europe with the product of 
his brain. Essays, epigrams, epics, come- 
dies, tragedies, histories, poems, novels, 
representing every phase and every fac- 
ulty of the human mind. At the same 
time engrossed in business, making money 
like a millionaire, busy with the gossip of 
courts, and even with the scandals of 
priests. Atthe same time alive to all the 
discoveries of science and the theories of 
philosophers, and in this Babel never for- 
getting for one moment to assail the mon- 
ster of superstition. Sleeping and waking 
he hated the church. With the eyes of Ar- 
gus he watched, snd with the arms of Bri- 
areus he struck. For sixty years he waged 
continuous and unrelenting war, some- 
times in the open fields, sometimes strik- 
ing from the hedges of opportunity—taking 
care during all this time to remain inde. 
perdent of all men. He was in the highest 
sense successful. He lived like a prince, 
became one of the powers of Europe, and 
in him, for the first time, literature was 
erowned, —Zngersoil. 


Gems of Phought. Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. — | 
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Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply tos 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
genera C Luse. ^ n 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, | 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker, 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 
DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 


a Fact? Israel W Groh. 
EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by |: 


Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 
FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
pum ae coarse Shae, Weston 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 


whichis added a poem on Thomas Paine. One |. 


of Samuel P. Putnam's most hrilliantlectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, “ What Has Infidelity, Done?" should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturall 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. _ 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 


Protestant. N : 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLE AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 

best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. . 

THE NEW GOD.  ''*it is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Takeaway man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This amphlet, therefore, is à consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. | 
Samuel P. Putnam. i 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Oolonel! 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, ‘Che Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction od Art, i 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, ! 
Charles_ Darwin, Special Providence, The |i 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love. 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, } 
The Second Birth, Ins, iratiou, The Reign of 

Truth and Love. ‘The Wars It Brought The 

Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 

Evasions, “ No Bible. No ivilization;” Mira- 

cles of the New, Testament, The Ascension, 

Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Kter- 

nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned, 

WhatI Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


| 


ey do not know. 
PERSON tL EXISPENCE AFTER DEATH 


Conceived, and did he Rise | 


The Dis- '. > 


on the famous text, “ The Clergy know that I 
know that th. % 


IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon, FREDERIOK Dovenass and CoL. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 
PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless agaiust him. One of 


elen Gardener’s hrightest efforts. 


H a 
THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 

. _ One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 

|. Widdicombe. 

T. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 

Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
S UN fou HJ Seigneuret. 

SIST UCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Oonvents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 

ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 

wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 

the P3ychic Researchers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. 

Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 

centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 

ity. Boing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 

George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. _ . 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Ohrist's alleged acts which would lead one 
tothat conclusion. L K Washburn. 

WHY DONT HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nam. 
The title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems arg: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
aud the Real. Not Dead, but Living. ui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and tha short poem so often 
recited with great. effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 

GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 

fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


searchers. 
WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 
cago. Oonsidering: The Cause of Woman’s 
e bjugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 


heology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend, Freethought the 

.  Beuefactorof Woman. susau H. Wixon 
WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A leot- 


ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver, Ool., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for & dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKER. OO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Torture 


ar, T] 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 


It. will 
Corner 
the 
Parson." 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures, 


AOO nus. 200 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ot Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family 3 

Isaac and His ‘ Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, | . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city, 
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In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


** In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim 0] 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country . 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 


Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
** Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Evaand Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


‘Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. - 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Isaxnsorr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

*An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inazrsony, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 26 cents. i 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 
Colonel InezzsoLr's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
* Great Suicides of History" and 
Sehopenhauer's Essay. 26 cents. 
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Not for Parsons. 


GENTLE ALIOE BROWN. 
~ It was a robber's daughter, and her name 

was Alice Brown. 

Her father was the terror of & smell Italian 
town; 

Her mother was a foolish, weak, but ami- 
able old thing; 

But it isn't of her parents that I’m going 
for to sing. 


As Alice was a-sitting at her window-sill 
one day, 

À beautiful young gentleman, he chanced 
io pass that way. 

She east her eyes upon him, and he looked 
80 good and true 

That she thought, **I could be happy with 
a gentleman like vou.’ 


And every morning passed her house that 
cream of gentlemen, 

She knew she might expect him at & quar- 
ter-unto-ten. 

A sorter in the Custom House, it was his 
daily road. 

(Lhe Custom House was fifteen minutes’ 
walk from her abode.) 


Bat Alice was a pious girl, who knew it 
wasn’t wise 

To look at strange young sorters with ex- 
preasiv purple eyes, 

So she sought the village priest to whom 
her family confessed— 

The priest by whom their little sins were 
earefully assessed. 


“O holy father," Alice said, 
grieve you would it not? 

To discover that I was a most disreput- 
able lot! 

Of all unhappy sinners, I’m the most un- 
happy one.’ 

The padre said, ** Whatever hav you been 
and gone and done?” 


'twould 


**T hav helped mamma to steal a little 
kiddy from it's dad, 

Tve assisted dear papa in cutting up a lit- 
tle lad, - 

T've planned a little burglary and forged a 
little check, 

And slain a little baby for the coral on its 
neck,” 


The worthy pastor heaved a sigh and 
dropped a silent tear, 

And said, ** You mustn't judge yourself too 
heavily, my dear. 

It’s wrong to murder babies, little corals 
for to fleece, 

But sins like these one expiates at half-a- 
crown apiece. 


** Girls will be girls. Your very young 
and flighty in your mind; 

Old heads upon young shoulders we must 
not expect to find. 

We mustn’t be too hard upon these little 
girlish tricks— 

Let’s see, five crimes at meen en .ex- 
actly twelve-and-six.’ 


“O father,” little Alice cried, 
kindness makes me weep, 
You do those little things for me so singu- 
larly cheap. 

Your thoughtful liberality I never can 
forget, 

But oh, there is auother crime I havn't 
mentioned yet. 


“your 


“A ploasant-looking gentleman, with 
pretty purple eyes, 
Ive noticed at my window, as I've sat 


a-catohing flies; . 


He passos by it every ‘day as certain as can - 


I blask to say I've winked at him and he 
has winked at me!”’: 


** For shame," said Father Paul, ** my err-. 


ing daughter! On my word 
This is the most distressing news that I 
` hav ever heard. 
Why, naughty girl, your excellent papa 
has pledged your hand 
To a promising young robber, the lieuten- 
ant of his band. ` 


**'This dreadful piece of news will pain 
your worthy parents so! 

They sre the most remunerativ customers 
Iknow. 

For many, many years they've kept starva- 
tion from my doors. 

I never knew so criminal a family as 
yours! 


s The common coantry folk in this i insipi " 


neighborhood 

Hay nothing to confess, they're so ridicu- 
lously good; 

And if you marry any one respectable at 


all, 
Why, you'll reform, and what will then 
become of Father Paul?” 


The worthy priest he up and drew his cowl 
upon his crown 

And started off in haste to tell the j news to 
_Robber Brown; : 


To tell him how his ‘daughter, who was now. 


for marriage fit, 
Had winked upon a sorter, who recipro- 
cated it, 


Good Robber Brown he muffled up his 


r pretty well. 


He said: **T hav a notion, and that notion : 


I will tell; 


I will nab this gay young sorter, territy | 


him into fits, 


And get my gentle wife to chop him into 


little bits. 


** T’ve studied human nature, and I know 


a thing or two; 


Though a girl may fondly love a living 


gent—as many do— 


A feeling of. disgust upon her senses there 


will fall 


When she looks upon his body chopped 


particularly small.” 


He traced that gallant sorter to a still sub- 


. urban square, 


He watehed his opportunity, and seized 


him unaware; 


He took a life- -preserver and he hit him on 


the head, 


And Mrs. Brown dissected him before she 


went to bed. 


And pretty little Alice grew more settled 


in her mind; 


She never more was guilty of a weakness of 


the kind, 


Until at length good Robber Brown be- 


stowed her pretty hand 


On the promising young robber, the lieu- 


tenant of his band. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 


Issus oF 1891,.— $8. 


; Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual 1891... Leeccsseosses BO 2* 
Men, Women, d Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ENTS EE e eeeakes 5e 
The Md of Reason. ‘Thomas P . Hi ` " 
raived....... 
Answers to Christian Questions. " 
Christian Absurdities. "John Peck... MM 96 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire.... 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. lillüsirated..... 4c 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
on. ert O. Adams ..............-... 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller............ x 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P: Put- » 
The Higher Griticism in Theology ‘and Bo- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 56 
Issues or 1892.— $8. 
‘Infidel Death-Beds. G.W. Foote......... ses, 25 
Ri hts of Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- 4i 
Was GuristGracificd? ‘Austin Bierbower...- 10 
pit, ew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- ii 
Bible Morals. Youu Y Memsbarg cB 
Awful Disclosures o aria Monk............ 50 
Facket Theology. Voltaire............. coon A5 
Why D t o3 Kil the Devil?’ M. Bab- 2 
Liberty iu “Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 25 


Bix lectures on Astronomy. Bichard À. 


Bible Abridged. . s 
the Ghurch.” John E. 


Issums oF 1898.—$3. 
Thomas, „paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 


The Hol 
False 


Hesuspeenon. of sus sneha eceusscuoesecetoceeis 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 
ligion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 


HE 
Abraham Toneoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg...................... 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam.. 
Common Bense, Thomas Paine... 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Pai 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 


EASA Dou. 

Sister Lucy. 
ewhall Convent... 

Woman ‘four Centuries of 


Issuxs or 1894,—$3, 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E Macdonald | 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. W. H. Burr 
-Church Property: Should I& be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Sho 
ongreas and Sunday Laws ................ 
he Better Worid A dip into the future 
of mankind orearth. Dr. E. B. South- 
Qhureh Gnå Freethought. Franklia Steiner 
-Religion and the Bible. An old subject in 
the light of modera thought. F.D. 
` Qummin 
A Tale of a 


Remodeling “she “Government. WHE Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor pusi- 
ness, the Christ Principle, ete. W. L 

118 eee eese ertet . 


During the year other standard Freethought 
Tene will be published and sent to subscribers 
ae e 


appear. 


arly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
ordering please say 


published in one year. 
which year is desired. 
Single numbers 80:d at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ., 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Science 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 


By T. C. Wi DDICOMBE, 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Versus Religion, 


For sale at this Offic». 


10 


fore re appeared ia t 
lishe 

At twice the price 1t world have been a cheap hook. 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


America desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUI- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND BRE- 
VEALING 'THE ABUSES 
. OP A UNION OP 
CHUROH AND 


BTATÉE. 
18 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS — 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. . 


DESIG? 75 B r, WATS oN HESTON, 
WITH PORTRA Or 
THE DESI B NER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent nole Sam and the Priests. 


2 Church Robbing the People. 
3 ea Thanksgiving. 

8 i Sabbath Laws. 

14 Children and the Church. 

10 Woman and the Church. 


“ The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. 

The Bible and Science. 

The Clergy an and Their Flocks, 

Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

The Atonement Scheme. 

id The Lord and His Works. 

Prayer. 

The Creeds. 

a Christians and Mohammedans. 


mi — DD e ea ee COM OD 
ee 


eo 
t 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the, assertion that nothin: ng like it has 
his country, and d is very doubtfulif another ane like it 
Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o 


e must give the Tru 


Men Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
ssionaries. 
The Lord's Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
he Church and Slavery. 
iests and Politics. 
eland and a Church. 
Churoh's Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church, 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


See MT do 
2$272*295953322256 


e 
Miscellaneous. 


ever bo- 
ever again be pub- 


Artist Heston as a portrait painter and i 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 


. Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of fright and truth. 
ares do not make up th 

matter that secve first as explanations of the illustrations 
falsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of eand who upho 
book is one of the best weapons against 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


e whole of his volume. 


But the pict- 
here ara err wo hundred pages of reading 
d second] as texts to provo the utter 
d them. Altogether the 


Christianity and the church ok aa ever been put `n the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address (HR TRIETA SEEKER- 


NO * BEGINNING;" 


OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


Á eoimiiou: éétils exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Oreation" or ** First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“This volume discusses the question of a cre- | 
ator with such plainness o; 


wording tht eyen 


the uulearned can understand, and approaches 
it from so many different direotions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the sub; 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1898. 

Nearly 290 pages, with eighteen chapters and & 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 


ect we remember seeing."—Tx e 


PBIOE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB 


.COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYM 
Liberal and Ethieal S Societies, for Schoo! 


and the Home. 
-With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COoxPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


Desirable Real Estate, 


AT ABOUT ONE-HALF VALUE. 


A small farm ef 10 acres 86 perches, located 
within one and a half miles of Media county seat 
and within four miles of Chest TA P&. 
Delaware river. 

good timber growin: 
sale and pear trees in fruiting condition, House 


on the 
springs of so: oft water 
on the place, some choice 


Several 


the place. but are ol buildings. 


The place is specially well located for a florist, 
andit would bea 
who would put a modern hoase on it. Eigh 
years M 
acre, & 
since. “Several smaller places have sold at $1,000 
per acre. The land slopes toward the southwest, 
overlooking beautiful woodland scenery. 


THE PLACE CAN BE BOUGHT FOR $3,500. 


e summer residence for ono 


o the land adjoining sold for $618 
en land near it has sold as low as t "d 


Address W.H.,care TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF 
| Vicars of Ohrist and Vtoegerents af God. ` 
Cloth, 75 cents. 


and expenses, 
Gent. e er d d 


$75 A MONTH ice 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P.O. mo 808, Boston, Mass. 


 CYTRAMPHINARY DEFERT! D 


AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER !! 


We want 1000 more active agents Deforo e 
July 1st. We willig guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
è can be easily madeinanylccality; our goods è 
sell themselves; we furnish 2 large roll of 
@ samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per H 
@ cent. commission on all sales. Pend d to-da: with 9 
for full particulars. or we will send 
samea Valuable sample of oue preg n 
Solid Silver upon peoien gf 1 fenis, in e 
silver Orstam DR ablished in . 
dress, STA LVERWARE 
» Boston, tase. 


^. 6-9. 09.0 9. 0-9. 0-90. 00 


m 


cele, Mental and Physical Debiiity 
and who are desirous of being Cured, rhe 
M booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
B civing causes and symptoms of thecon:- 
5 plaints, and a description of the Dowore 
mportant medical discovery—an Out» 
Gand mek icntion—a positive cure—the only rem- 
ad) the kind in existence —with evidences of snc 
DR. R. P. FELLOWS, © 


Wee wher pos thisadver.« Vineland, Node 


Now READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a PANE 
HO is hysician. He nas treated DISEASES 
F MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
eae of this long practice. which should 
give confidence to those afflicted. 


ie} 
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But Isay unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall giv account thereof in the day of jndg- 


ment,— Mat. xii, 36. . 


JY ows of the Deok. 


New York city pays more than one-half 
of the state's taxes, 


The British trades unionists in conven- 
tion at Cardiff, Wales, excluded the Social- 
iste. 

EwcnisH cricketers vanquished the All 


New York team in à game on Staten Island 
last week. 


THE cost of New York's police service 
for the coming year is estimated at 
$6, 750, 000. 


Ow1ne to the action of the leather trust, 
the price of shoes is to be advanced from 
25e. to 500. per pair this fall. 


Sven Loven, the Swedish naturalist, is 
dead at the age of 87. He was a nativ of 
Stockholm, in which city he died. 


Ta accounts of Librarian Spofford, of 
the national library at Washington, are in 
a tangle. He is about $7,000 short. 


Taree hundred dollars is now the tariff 
for Sb bab breaking in New York city ; 
selling liquor to children, $50 to $75. 


Frrz among the piers and warehouses of 
the Boston and Albany railroad at Boston, 
on the 4th inst,, caused a loss of $365,000. 


THEODORE Durrant, the young man 
charged with the murder of two girls in 
Emanuel Baptist church, San Francisco, is 
now on trial. 


TWENTY-NINE men are imprisoned in the 
Osceola copper mine at Houghton, Mich., 
which is afire, and there is said to be no 
hope of their release. 


Tae American line steamship St. Louis 
has been accepted by the United States 
government for ocean mail service. Her 
speed is 20 miles an hour. 


A MAN walked into the Paris bank of the 
Rothschilds on September 5th with a 
bomb, which he endeavored to light, but 
was prevented by the approach of an 
officer. He was arrested, 


Bomers, arms, and Nihilist pamphlets 
hav been seized by the government at Cra- 
cow, Russia. These munitions of war 
were found, it is alleged, in the lodgings 
of members of a secret league, 


In his report on the military expedition 
to Jackson’s Hole, Brigadier-General Cop- 
pinger says that the Indians were blame- 
less, and that the rough element among 
the whites were responsible for the recent 
trouble. 


Mayy women were delegates to the 
Democratic convention of the new state of 
Utah, held September 5th. Among the 
candidates nominated for the supreme 
court was Thomas W. Young, a son of 
Brigham. 


Bnic.-GEgN. Aucust V. Kaurz, U.S, A. 
died in Seattle, Wash., on the 5th inst 
General Kautz participated in the Mex- 
ican war, and in the war of the Rebellion 
he was captain of the Sixth U, S. cavalry. 
He was 07 years old. 


Rerorts of further massacres of Chris- 
tians come from China, The Chinese 
authorities hav made several arrests, but 
it is not known whether the real offenders 
or their substitutes will be punished for 
the atrocities committed. 


Ir is reported on the authority of Car- 
dinal Gibbons that Satolli, our papal able- 
gate, will be recalled to Rome. His rela- 
tions toward American Catholies will re- 
main the same, but he will superintend 
their affairs at long range. 


A HUMANE society has been organized 
in this city with the object of effecting 
reform in the penal laws, including the 
abolition of the death penalty. Miss 
Katharine Stagg is president and Thad- 
deus B. Wakeman legal adviser. 


One of New York's park policemen re- 
cently stopped an Englishwoman who rode 
her horse astride in Central Park. An ap- 
peal was taken to the higher authorities, 
who supported the woman in her right to 
sit her horse any way she wanted to. 


Tere were but eighteen excise arrests 
in this city last Sunday. ‘The saloons 
being closed, the detectivs and police dis- 
ciplined themselvs by arresting the 
poverty-stricken hucksters who ward off 
starvation by selling suspenders and col- 
lar-buttons. 


Tue Cubans report a battle with the 
Spaniards in which 600 of the invaders 
were killed. The Spaniards report the 
battle, but not the result. The insurgents 
hav captured a fortress at Saguaseo, within 
sight of Santiago, the capital of the east 
division of Cuba. 


AN arson conspiracy has been unearthed 
by the police of Montreal. Some mer- 
chants and well-known citizens are impli- 
cated. The fires were set in order to 
swindle the insurance companies, and al- 
ready more than $1,000,000 worth of prop- 
erty has been destroyed. 


Tur Rev. William E. Hinshaw, pastor 
of the Methodist Episcopal church at Belle- 
ville, Ind., is on trial for the murder of 
his wife last January. It is charged that 
Hinshaw killed his wife because he was in 
love with another woman. The accused 
avers that she was shot by burglars. 


Ar a Labor-day celebration at. Terre 
Haute, Ind., United States Senator Voor- 
hees highly praised E. V. Debs, president 
of the Railroad Labor Union, denounced 
Judge Wood who condemned him, and 
declared that the conviction and imprison- 
ment of President Debs was unlawful. 


DzrzNDER won the first of the series of 
international races between 90-foot sloop 
yachts, last Saturday, in the waters out- 
side New York harbor, beating her com- 
petitor, the English yacht Valkyrie, more 
than eight minutes over a thirty-mile 
course. The wind was light, and supposed 
to be most favorable to the English boat. 


A woman jumped from the suspension 
bridge between New York and Brooklyn 
last Saturday. She committed this fool- 
hardy act in order to get a place as a ouri- 
osity in the dime museums, and so contrib- 


Ji 


ute to the support of her family, oat touud 
herself in custody charged with attempt- 
ing suicide. She was fined $5. The bridge 
is about 150 feet high. 


AT Specht’s Ferry, on the Mississippi, 
near Dubuque, Ia., a boy named Latshaw, 
who was firing a pistol, missed the target, 
and the bullet entered a cellar and ex 
ploded 600 pounds of dynamite which was 
stored there. The house was blown to 
splinters, and the five inmates, includ- 
ing the boy’s parents and a brother and a 
sister, were killed. 


Dr, Forges WinsLnow, the English spe- 
cialist, now in this country, is authority for 
the statement that the Whitechapel mur- 
derer known as Jack the Ripper has been 
identified, arrested, and confined in a 
lunatic asylum at Broadmoor, just outside 
of London. He is a religious fanatic, who, 
something like our Parkhurst, imagined it 
was his duty toremove the social blot from 
the face of the earth, His victims were 
prostitutes, 
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ro ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 


There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 
. This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effeot of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentio, and that U: .ianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in acoord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit toman.  . 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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‘uz Repuoiucaa State League conven- 
tion at Binghamton last week adopted res- 
olutions affirming belief in the ‘‘ Amer- 
ican Sabbath,” and commending the 
enforcement of the Sunday law. At the 
Chemung County Democratic convention, 
Senator David B. Hill delivered a great 
‘*personal liberty” speech, in which the 
excise reformers were denounced as fanat- 
ics, and all citizens exhorted to rally in the 
name of freedom from blue laws. It will 
be perceived that there is political pur- 
pose in the present Sunday-closing oru- 
sade, 


* YYILAVEZN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.) 


Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 
Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, spooial to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid, 
Bend for descriptiv catalogue of Swedenborg's 
works. à 
American Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society, 20 Cooper Union, New York. 
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THE DOOM OF PRIESTCRAFT. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Ofer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz Trura SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 


three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy: 


of the FBEETHINKER’S ProroriaL Text-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS) 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proror1aL Trext-Book. 


The pictures in the Freersinxer’s Prorori. 
Trxt-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulnes: co Church’s 
claim to being a divine and xz 'ticent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has | 85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
of the Artist. The L'esigns are by Watson Heston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 


ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the.Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivzE DOL- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 

Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it 18 very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in Americs will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magasine. 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has doné faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the churoh 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not nowa 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
psper for one year. 


What a New Subscriber, Who Has Received His 
Pictorial Text-Book, Says of It. 
Lamar, Mo., May 8, 1895. 
Eprror TaurH Seeker: The “Freethinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book” is received, and after a careful 
examination of the work I unhesitatingly pronounce 
it one of the most impressiv Freethought works 
ever issued from the press. It will indeed * corner 
the parson” and all his flock, and I shall take great 
pleasure in showing the book to my orthodox 
friends. As a reference book it is invaluable, and 
it should find a place in every Freethinker's library. 
Respectfully, W. F. Bsirxx. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


anan 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru Szzkrs one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 


race. 


It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 


and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. 


** Pour 


Hounprep YzAns OF FauerHoucut” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 


most shining advance. 
“pioneer wor 
progress. 


Nothing oan be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
ers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 


est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory Of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric charch. 


HOW 
TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


$8 PEC ) 4 L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF [TS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


OldTestament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


PLO eee 


MÀ 


A 


For $5 we willsend Tus TrRurm SxzzrzgR one year ($3) and **Paine's 


great Works Complete"($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tux TsvrH Szzxee one year ($3) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux Trurs Szzxge one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one ,who studies it 


can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Szxxmr one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tux Truru Sxzxze one year ($8) and “The Free 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tuz Truru Szzxrr one year ($8) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 


tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


The Preethinker’s Badge-ji 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION, 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for 84.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKESB one year for $5. 


The TRUTH. 
SEEKER and 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar 


The 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


oons and ‘inuTH SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


8 
gilt bowl. 50c. more. Address "HE TRUTH SEEKBR 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: : 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 

. 8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cenís. . 

English: Pastand Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D.. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. "5 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

, habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. . 

Bcience and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. 'By Andrew Wilson, F.RS.E. 
Two books in one volume. , 75 cents. , 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.H.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Ilusions: A Psychological Study. 

ully. 75 cents. . 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
illiams, F.C.8. Two books in one volume 

. 76 cents. i 

History of Ancient Egypt, with numerous notes 
and illustrations, and an index. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. In two volumes. Over 700 
‘pages printed in large type. Postpaid for $1.25. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Grorcs J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes.is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion IUE the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. ., . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation ın a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
2nd inasmuch as the change, which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is nọ wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


By James 


th 
filzstrated, Price, cloth, $2. 
; Address. ^ THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edttton. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
Part The Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
Part HL Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
Part 1y. Whenoe Came the Aryans? Five chap 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, 1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York Citv. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. e narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among hluff business-men, kind. 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 2 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.¢1.  . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. ] 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches; A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H- Faber. Cl 


oth, $2. 
dress "THE TROTH SEEKEB, 
92 Lafavette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 20c 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casea, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine, Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

ome with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


5 ° 
A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


. Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Srewenker-Biidher. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
beutjdjer Sprache, welde fer berühmt find: 
,, Sie Jerthimer Mofes,” 
Cine fritifde Beleuchtung des Pentateuch im 


fidt ber modernen Weltan- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 


von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Goitterdimmernng, / 
von Gol. R. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wunder und Wunderthater, “ 
bon Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glanbe und Veruunft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des rémifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus bem Franzofifchen überfebt von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Wm{dhlag und 
flarem Dru. Unferedeut{chen Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man abreffire, "The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York, 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
Philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Snpernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exbaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, 84; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 

ommon Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights o 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
i. $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives & full ac- 
count of all the gods the uations of the earth 
have worshiped, including, Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying 872 DES being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth. $3 per vol- 
ume. or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called "The Truth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. B. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Prina 95 nanta 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story o' the Rightway Alm: house 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE FRUTH SEHKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London '' Free- 
thinker” says: "It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, aud we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
THE T'ROTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Fror. F W. NEWMAN, Price :5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SP EKER, 
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FOUNDED BY D, M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
98 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK.! - 


SATURDAY. - SEPTEMBER 21, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subscription, in advanoe.....-.-....secccessccccwsecces $3 00 
One subscription two years. in advanoe....... ecce eese eee $ 00 
Two new subsoribers............ ccce cesse c cese see seem mote ettam $ 00 


One gubscription with onenew subscriber, in oneremittanoe. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subsoription with four new subsoribers, in one remit- 
00s. noe.. o —— 10 00 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should bs sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafta, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTIC€.—We shall be obliged to our 
. readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot a regular subscriber. 


All Pretense. 


** As to the observance of the Sabbath, I believe it 
should be kept as a day of rest and quiet, as & holy day, 
for this seems necessary to the upbuilding of the nation, 
and for the instillation of a proper respect and reverence 
on this day, which is especially set apart for religions 
‘worship. This I hav always preached in my own dio- 
ese.’ à 

*** Do you, then, believe that a proper observance of 

the Sabbath implies total abstinence?’ 

"That is what I hav urged in Baltimore. I believe 
the day should be given up to the uplifting of the heart 
‘to the Creator.’ ”— Cardinal Gibbons, in an Interview. 

By this time every person not wholly blinded by 
prejudice or self-interest should be able. to see that 
the demand for a day of “rest” is a false pre- 
tense, that the Sunday-law movement would never 
hav been heard of had it not been for the desire of 
the priesthood to monopolize the day. The Roman 
prelate wants a day of “rest and quiet,” a holy day, 
and he wants this because it is necessary for “ the 
instillation of a proper respect and reverence on 
this day,” which is “set apart for religious worship.” 
He wants this day to be “given up to the uplift- 
ing of the heart to the creator.” Whois intertering 
with the cardinal’s right to so use the first day of 
the week? He can hold as many services as he 
‘chooses. Freedom of religious assembly is amply 
‘protected. He can celebrate mass, hav all the 
‘solemn music he wishes, preach, hear confessions, 
‘administer extreme untion, bury the dead, and en- 
gage in all the other “duties” which his church 
‘imposes. But, to judge from his talk and that of his 
Protestant fellow-conspirators, one would imagin 
that the law forbids him and them to worship on 
Sunday. As this is the farthest possible remove 
from the truth, the question forces itself upon our 
attention, What is he and what are they growling 
about? The answer is right at hand. They are 
disgusted and angry because they cannot always, 
as the laws are now, force all other people to use 
Sunday for purposes of “religious worship," to up- 
lift their hearts * to the creator” in the way accept- 
able to the priests and preachers. They feel out- 
raged because they find some who dispute their 
authority to rob the people of one-seventh of their 
time. That is the hard, cold fact. Their liberty is 
not in danger, but they are determined to murder 
the liberty of their neighbors. In other words, 
they are priests, the énemies of mankind. 


The One Conclusiv “Argument” of the Theocrat. 


Our readers will find some highly interesting and 
very significant matter on page 599 The attack 
on Tue Trure Seeker there reproduced appeared 
in both the Christian Reformer and the Christian 
Statesman of August 31st. These papers are the 
representativa of the Reformed Presbyterian (Cov- 
enanter) church and the National Reform Associa- 
tion (God-in-the-Constitution party). They stand 
for the extreme opposit of every principle of Free- 
thought and Secularism. To the activity of that 
Association, its newspaper organs, and its lecturing 
and legislativ agents is to be attributed, in a very 
great degree, the Revival of Puritanism that is now 
sweeping like a prairie fire over the whole country. 
The Association is the logical and dynamic heart 
and soul of the Sabbatarian and allied movements. 
Behind and to the right and left of this, the center 
corps of the army of reaction, are deployed all the 
other forces rallied for the overthrow of the secular 
republic and the assassination of civil liberty and jus- 
tice. Where it leads, they follow as reserves and 
supports, some very close to the front, others farther 
removed, but all with one goal in view—the sup 
pression of Freethought, the establishment of the 
Christian theocracy. 

Unlike the Reformer and Statesman, Tar TRUTH 
Szrxer does not fear to let its readers see what can 
be said on the other side. The Editor is convinced 
that he could not possibly fill the space occupied by 
the reprint with anything that could do more to 
awaken Liberals of all shades of belief to a realiza- 
tion of the imminence of the danger threatened by 
the rapid spread of theocratic ideas. It is beyond 
possibility of reasonable dispute that the Free- 
thinker will find himself bound and gagged if the 
present crusade continues much longer to gain in 
popularity and strength. The utterances of the 
Christian Reformer and Christian Statesman show 
clearly at what points the attacks on us are to be 
made. The boast of Anthony Comstock is to be 
made good—Freethought publications are to be 
“stamped out” under the pretext that argument 
against aud ridicule of Christianity are “ inde- 
cent” and immoral; and it is to be contended that 
“blasphemy” is immoral because the enemies of 
free speech and press and mails know that they 
cannot suppress Tue Trura Sxexer and other 
legitimate Freethought papers on the ground 
that they are “obscene” and “indecent” in the 
usual meaning of those words. The careless masses 
must be fooled into believing that “blasphemy” is 
corrupting and a menace to “society.” In addition 
to this method of suppression, the theocrats will 
employ the blasphemy laws now slumbering in the 
statute books of a few of the states, and enact simi- 
lar or more stringent ones in the remaining states. 


SPECIMEN SOPHISTRIES AND UNSUPPORTED ASSERTIONS. 


Now let us glance briefly at some of the asser- 
tions of the theccratic editors. In one paragraph 
we are told that of course we can “see nothing of 
immorality in the blasphemies against God and 
Christ" with which Taz Taurum Szexer is said to 
abound each week, but in a subsequent paragraph 
the question is asked, * Do not the souls of these 
blasphemers shudder when they think of their aw- 
ful responsibility to a tribunal, not human, before 
which they shall one day stand?” Only this ques- 
tion is required in answer to that: If we see nothing 
wrong in the cartoons and arguments named, why 
should our souls shudder at the prospect of some- 
time standing before a tribunal, not human, pro- 
vided it is a just one? But these gentlemen are so 
fanatical in their belief that they seem to be unable 
to understand that what are awful realities to them 


are only myths and legends to others. We do not 
attack * God "—for we know absolutely nothing of 
such a being—but the ideas of a god held by our 
Christian and other Theistic opponents. It is pass- 
ing strénge that apparently sane and educated 
men cannot perceive so clear a distinction as this. 
We see in Jesus Christ, if such a person lived, only a 
man struggling as we all do with the wrongs of the 
world and the limitations of his own nature. We 
laugh at the claim that he was the son of God by a . 
Jewish virgin, just as the Christian scouts the 
claims made for other virgin-born saviors by those 
who hav been educated to believe in them. There 
is far less reason for believing that Jesus was a 
demi-god than there is for holding that certain 
things should be done in the full of the moon and 
other things in the first quarter, and yet we pre- 
sume that these Christians do not think that they 
will hav to answer at the “tribunal, not human," 
for laughing at the latter superstition. Why can 
they not comprehend and concede that we are as 
sincere in our skepticism as they are in theirs? Is 
it impossible for them to grasp the idea that there 
may be honest differences of opinion on the subject 
of religion, even to the extent that some shall reject 
all the pretensions made for all the teleological and 
*revealed" systems? As to ridiculing the « Word" 
of “God,” our critics should know by this time 
that we attack the Bible, nof as the word of any 
god, but as the production of fallible men—a work 
falsely claimed to be of divine origin? We say that 
it is an.imperfect work, and hence could not hav 
been written by a perfect being. The task of the 
Christian is to show that the Bible is perfect, not 
to prosecute its careful examiners for “ blasphemy.” 
All heresy and blasphemy laws are in reality laws 
to punish dissenters from the accepted opinions of 
the dominant power. Not discovering any evidence 
of the existence of a god, seeing in Jesus only a 
human reformer at most, and believing that the 
Bible is a collection of books written in different 
ages by many men of vastly varying degrees of intel- 
ligence and goodness, it logically follows that we are 
not attacking or *blaspheming" either the God, the 
Christ, or the Word. Our criticisms are directed 
against what we conceive to be the unfounded be- 
liefs of our fellow men and women, and these criti- 
cisms are no more “blasphemous” than are their 
criticisms of our beliefs. We hav just a3 much right 
to prosecute the Presbyterian Covenanters and the 
God in-the-Constitution party as they hav to prose- 
cute us—that is, none atall. When men become so 
stupid or so knavish as to set up the claim that their 
opinions concerning gods, and saviors, and holy 
books and days, are the laws of an infinit God, it is 
time that their pretensions and their creeds were 
laughed at and argued against and antagonized in 
every other legitimate way. ` 


BLASPHEMY UNKNOWN TO OUR CONSTITUTION. 


The stuff which the Christian editors quote from 
Judge Cooley (the first paragraph quoted) is a re-~ 
flection of the old common-law opinion of *blas- 
phemy,” an opinion which was logical and in place 
in the time when church and state were united, but 
which has no relevancy in this age and in a country 
where church and state are constitutionally sepa- 
rate. It is quite probable that the theocrats per- 
ceive this as clearly as we do, and this is why they 
are straining every nerve and exhausting every re- 
source in the endeavor to put a Christian amend- 
ment into the Constitution, and thus make church 
and state practically one, and that one the church. 
Referring to the origin of blasphemy laws, and 
noting the discrimination in favor of “ controversy 
among learned disputants,” made by Judge Cooley 
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in the second excerpt from his “Constitutional | jects, just as the Christian rejects the, to him, un- 


Limitations," Judge Parker, of Kentucky, in an 
opinion in a blasphemy prosecution, handed down 
in July, 1894, said: 

** Under this constitution [ Kentucky's] no form of re- 
ligion can claim to be under the special guardianship of 
the law. The common law of England, whence our law 
of blasphemy is derived, did hav a certain religion under 
its guardianship, and this religion was part of the law. 
The greatest concession made to religious liberty was the 
right of learned persons to decently debate upon contro- 
verted points. The essence of the law against blasphemy 
was that the offense, like apostasy and heresy, was against 
religion, and it was to uphold the established church, and 
not in any sense to maintain good order, that there was a 
law against blasphemy. The most superficial examina- 
tion of the chapter in Blackstone treating of offenses 
against God and religion, must convince any mind that 
the sole aim and object of these laws was to preserve the 
Christian faith, as it was then understood and accepted by 
the established church. It may seem to us that the pun- 
ishments for these offenses were severe in the time of 
Blackstone, but they had then been greatly mitigated, as 
the stake and fagot had been of but too frequent use in 
propagating what was deemed to be the true religion. 
Even Blackstone complains that the definition of heresy 
had been too uncertain, and that the subject had been 
liable to be burnt for what he had not understood to be 
heresy until it was decided to be so by the ecclesiastical 
judge who interpreted the canonical scriptures. To deny 
any one of the persons of the trinity, or to allege that 
there were more gods than one, was a heresy and was 
punished in the same manner 85 apostasy. 

*' Blasphemy is a crime grown from the same parent 
stem as apostasy and heresy. It is one of a class of 
offenses designed for the same general purpose, the fos- 
tering and protecting of a religion accepted by the state 
a8 the true religion, whose precepts and tenets it was 
thought all good subjects should observe. In the code 
of laws of a country enjoying absolute religious freedom 
there is no place for the common-law crime of blasphemy. 
Unsuited to the spirit of the age, its enforcement would 
be in contravention of the constitution of this state, and 
this crime must be considered a stranger to the laws of 
Kentucky." 


This is the American position, the Nineteenth cen- 
tury position, Taz Trura Szrxrs's position. The 
Christian Reformer, et al., wish to take their law 
from the ages of persecution, from the nations 
where there was a state church, and this proves 
that they are working for a state church, that they 
are ready and eager to persecute. 

Drs. MeAllister and George, Rev. Mr. Wiley, and 
the rest of the staffs of the two theocratic papers, 
should know that what they hav quoted from 
Cooley is wholly out of place in a state having a 
modern, à civilized system of jurisprudence. The 
definition of “ blasphemy ” there given is in the 
language of men who believed that rejection, or 
even mild criticism, of their beliefs was a willful 
attack upon God himself and all that was worth 
preserving in the moral universe. They put them- 
selva in the place of their deity, and imprisoned, 
hung, quartered, and burned men and women in 
his name and for a criticism of themselvs, which 
they falsely said were criticisms of him. The Free- 
thinker does not speak “evil of the deity”; but he 
shows the childishness and barbarousness of men’s 
conceptions of what they call the deity. He does 
not engage in this work “with an impious purpose 
to derogate from the divine majesty,” for of that he 
knows no more than do the Christians, but rather 
he speaks to rebuke the unworthy views which the 
latter entertain regarding what they are pleased to 
call God. He is not trying “ to alienate the minds 
of others from the love and reverence of God,” but 
to express his own convictions, and to lead others 
to think for themselvs concerning the cosmos and 
the phenomena of life. Only the most besotted 
superstition could lead a jurist to say that the Free- 
thinker “purposely” uses words “concerning the su- 
preme being calculated to impair and destroy the 
reverence, respect, and confidence due to him as 
the intelligent creator, governor, and judge of the 
world.” For the Freethinker, the supreme being 
pictured by the Christian does not exist, and hence 
he cannot deliberately set himself to work to de- 
stroy the respect given him as the creator, gover- 
nor, and judge of the world. He recognizes the 
existence of no such being, and therefore cannot at- 
tack him. This should be self-evident. Whatever, 
if any, deity Ae worships, he does not laugh at or 
criticise. This, too, should be self-evident. The, 
to him, unfounded beliefs of others are what he re- 


founded beliefs of the “pagan” and “ heathen.” 
OANNOT SLANDER MYTHS. 


It is the hight of folly to accuse one of deliberately 
trying to calumniate a man or a god whom one 
does not believe to exist. Could Dr. McAllister 
slander the Man in the Moon if he did not believe 
there were such a being? And yetis it not easily 
conceivable that in a country where the people be- 
lieved in the Man in the Moon Dr. McAllister would 
be prosecuted for blasphemy if he argued against 
or ridiculed the attributes given to that mythical 
personage? The man, lawyer or preacher or editor, 
who asserts that the Rationalist makes a “ willful 
and malicious attempt to lessen men’s reverence of 
God by denying” the accuracy of other men’s con- 
ceptions of him is foolish to the verge of imbecil- 
ity, and when he pleads for a law to punish the 
“blasphemer,” he is a criminal in intention, and 
lacks only the opportunity to be a criminal in fact. 
And yet these champions of violence hav the audac- 
ity to say that to differ from them in opinion, to 
smile at ancient legends, and protest against savage 
creeds, is to sap “the foundations of society and of 
public order." « Society” must be kept as it is, 
though to prevent the expression of heresy involves 
the shedding of rivers of blood. ‘ Public order" 
must be maintained, by which it is meant that the 
Christian majority must see to it that the expres- 
sion of differing opinions be ruthlessly crushed 
out. That is what the church has always done 
when she had the necessary power, and that is what 
the theocrats will do in the United States if our 
people do not arouse themselvs in time. The arti- 
cle we hay quoted is fair notice of their desire and 
intention. 

It is asserted that “the manifest and indisputable 
purpose " of Taz Tarun Szzxxz “is to derogate from 
the character and attributes of God.” That this is 
manifestly and indisputably false we hav already 
shown; but supposing, for the sake of argument, it 
were true—what.then? Who gave the Covenanter 
ministers authority to speak for God or to punish 
in his name? If, as they assert, he is infinit in 
knowledge and power, what do they suppose he 
cares for the adverse opinions of such comparativly 
microscopical creatures as Freethinkers, or needs of 
the assistance of such microbes as Christians? Do 
they think that he is going to burn us forever be- 
cause we do not believe that the Bible tells the 
truth when it says that he ordered the indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter of the Midianites, with the exception 
of the young women, who were given to the sol- 
diers; or that he will thank them for insisting that 
he did order this and scores of other atrocities to 
be committed? It is merely a futil attempt to ob- 
scure the issue when these minister-editors assever- 
ate that Taz Terura Szzxer manifests “a venomous 
spite at the name that is above every name.” They 
know that we hav nothing to do with that name (if 
there is such a name) in itself considered; we are 
called to examin only the arguments and preten- 
sions of the Christian apologists, and it is our ven- 
tilation of these that constitutes our “ blasphemy” 
and makes Tue Truts Srxxer “low, vile, and vul- 
gar” in the sight of the theocrats. This paper is 
* vile" because it is “contumelious and profane”; 
that is, because it does not accept the authority of 
the Bible and its self-elected guardian, the church. 
But as to the charge of “vulgarity,” radical differ- 
ence of opinion does not excuse that. Zhat assault 
is made to create prejudice against it in the minds 
of those who are not familiar with its character. 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER is never vulgar, in which particu- 
lar it presents a refreshing contrast to the Bible. 


WHY THE TRUTH SEEKER IS HATED. 


How desperately the Christian hates Freethought, 
and how perverted are his moral sentiments, is 
shown by the declaration of the Statesman and the 
Reformer that Taz Teora SzzxzR is “more outra- 
geously shocking and more disastrous to the wel- 
fare of society,” within the limit of its influence, 
than either the saloon, the desecration of Sunday, 
or gambling and lotteries. When even “Sabbath 
profanation” is ranked below Taz TRUTH SEEKER in 
capacity to fit men for hell, we may begin to see 
ourselvs a8 the theoerats see us and to anticipate 


the vengeance that will be meted. out to us when 
the Sabbatarian has the satisfaction of his desires, 
for he has often informed the world that disregard 
of the Lord's Day will of itself bring down the mer- 
ciless wrath of heaven upon this unhappy land. 

This paper is not amenable to the Comstock 
postal law as it is, but there hav been many attempts 
to incorporate in the law the word “ disgusting,” 
the bigots foreseeing that it would be easy then to 
get juries who would bring in a verdict against any 
Freethought paper; for to the average Christian all 
criticism of his beliefs is * disgusting," and he is so 
unfamiliar with or defiant of the principles of jus- 
tice that he would be eager to suppress whatever 
did not suit his taste. If the friends of a free press 
and mails are not instantly vigilant, in season and 
out of season, the law will yet be made a drag-net 
for the capture of all classes of dissenters. ‘The 
movement in favor of ignorance” is pushed forward 
by men who are zealous, aggressiv, and unscrupu- 
lous. They hav no intention to be merciful to an 
unpopular minority, nor to concede the right of the 
Freethinker to propagate his views in his own way, 
as they demand and exercise untrammeled the right 
to propagate theirs. In fact, there is nothing to 
show that they would permit him to propagate his 
views in any way. 

It is high testimony to the efficient work of Tus 
Trors SzExer that it has been selected by the the. 
ocrats as the especial object of their vengeance. 
This is not because we are more “blasphemous” 
than other Liberal papers in the United States, for 
we hav not been more “contumelious and profane” 
than the rest, but it is because we hav antagonized 
the theocrats’ treasonable schemes persistently, sys- 
tematically, and without exception. We hav met 
them at every point and exposed their false pre- | 
tenses and sophistical arguments. Until this time 
Tae Teura Seeger is the only Liberal paper that 
has shattered the “rest” mask of the Sabbatarians 
and forced them into the open to fight for Sunday 
laws frankly in the interest of the church. We hav 
been alone in showing that in order to giv the 
laborer a day of rest it is not necessary to enslave 
him and everyone else on Sunday. So far as our 
space and the information at hand would permit, 
we hav kept our readers informed regarding the 
aggressions, attempted and accomplished, of the 
church and its allies. We hav directly appealed to 
other Liberal papers to do likewise, but there has 
not been the intelligent and hearty co-operation 
that we expected and that the exigencies of the sit- 
uation demanded. It is clear, therefore, that the 
theocrats hav been quicker to perceive the tendency 
and effect of Taz Trura Szrxer’s work than hav, in 
some instances, the Liberals themselvs. But, as 
Patrick Henry said, we must hang together or hang 
separately. It is no longer altogether a question 
of Higher Criticism or of Jonah and the whale; and 
while not in any degree losing sight of the Ration- 
alistic propaganda, it is very necessary that we— 
all of us—understand that there will soon be no 
liberty of propaganda of any kind unless we meet 
and check the organized forces of ecclesiasticism. 
This is not a holiday parade—not simply a question 
of now and then an article against the notion of 
Sunday sacredness. The vindictiv attack upon 
Taz Trors Sezer by the Christian Statesman and 
Christian Reformer is the proof, if such proof were 
needed, that the campaign we hav conducted for 
years has been and is effectiv. 

It may be, indeed, that the “ sentiment of the coun- 
try is rising” for our suppression and that of “kin- 
dred moral evils”—such as spending Sunday as one 
prefers; it may be that “society shall be purged from 
the contamination” of our presence and that of 
other outspoken Freethinkers; but we wish to tell 
the Rev. Dr. McAllister that every flood-tide has its 
ebb, and that the church, triumphant as she seems 
to-day in the halls of legislation and in the police 
courts, possesses not a tithe of the absolute author- 
ity that was hers when she ruled Europe with 
thumbscrew and rack and stake. She of to-day 
must not be too sure that the world is hers. She 
ean carry her insolence and cruelty too far for even 
the easy-going American. Our people hav thought 
that church and state were two because the Consti- 
tution said they should be two, but some know bet- 
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ter now, and more will on the morrow of the night 
when she sets herself seriously and without disguise 
to the suppression of heresy. After that she may not 
be even one, or one a8 the church is in Mexico, in 
France, and in Italy, the subject of the very civil 
power that she sought to use for the burlesquing 
of justice and the crushing of freedom. Let her 
beware; repulse will follow invasion as surely as 
men love liberty and hate slavery. Let her be con- 
tent with the equal opportunity granted and guar- 
anteed by the Constitution. More she has gotten by 
fraud, and more she still may get and hold for a time 
by fraud and force, but her triumph cannot last. The 
inevitable reaction will come, and then she will owe 
it only to the greater sense of justice in her foes if 
she retains even that which is rightfully hers. ‘Let 
her remember the words of her own fetich book, 
that “pride goeth before destruction, and an 
haughty spirit before a fall.” . 


ee —— CÓ 

“A new religion has been started in Hillsboro, Ill. 
Well, why not? This is a free country and Illinois suck- 
ers, dreamers, or frauds hav as good a right to invent a 
. new religion as Luther, Calvin, Henry VIII, or any of 
the other hundreds of inventors of the new religions that 
80 abound.”—Catholic Union and Times. 

By an oversight excusable under the circum- 
stances, Father . Cronin omits to include in his list 
of inventors the artificers of the Christian religion 
and the patentees of the Roman division thereof. 


T. De Witt Talmage says that the beauties of the 
ancient city of Corinth can be described, but that the 
beauties of heaven cannot be described. This is 
manifestly true, contrary to the rule in the case of 
Mr. Talmage’s utterances. Corinth was a real city 
and there are some historical records pertaining to 
it; then what we lack of detail we can supply from 
our knowledge of other cities. On the other hand, 
we hav no credible information regarding heaven. 
In a word, Corinth was on earth; heaven is in 
dreamland. 


On August 29th William Conlin, a manufacturer, 
at Camden, N. J., tried to murder his son, who is his 
partner. “He says that he has received orders 
from God to kill his son and, while he is sorry that 
he must do so, he has to obey the divine ordinance." 
Is it probable that his insanity would hav taken 
that form if he had not read the stories of Abra. 
ham’s purposed sacrifice of his son Isaac and Jeph- 
thah’s accomplished sacrifice of his daughter? Why 
do Christians praise Abraham for his great faith in 
and obedience to God and send William Conlin to 
the insane asylum? Who but the most supersti- 
tiously stupid believe that “Abraham was any more 
under the guidance of God than is William Conlin? 
The New Jersey manufacturer talked with God just 
as much as did the Arab patriarch. 


a Se A 

Cardinal Gibbons says that he is glad to see the 
Sunday law enforced in this city “because it is 
good for the law.” Ah, then, it is for the Jaw’ 
sake that it is enforced? This explains what is 
meant by the demand for the enforcement of law 
* because it is law.” The “law” can be kept in good 
health and spirits only by rigorously enforcing it. 
If it is allowed to fall into desuetude it pines and 
dies. However, there are those who say that the 
surest way to kill a bad law is to enforce it. Car- 
dinal.Gibbons, it seems, thinks that to enforce it is 
the best way to nourish and strengthen it, and we 
confess that we believe that he is right. That does 
appear to be the eftect in nation of fetich wor- 
shipers, where people imagin that law should over- 
ride justice. We want no enforcement of Sunday 
statutes and similar enactments if enforcement is 
“good for the law." Human dignity and liberty 
require that such & course shall be pursued as will 
be bad for all laws of the kind. 


Samuel P. Putnam landed in this city from the 
American line steamship Paris about nine o'clock 
last Sunday forenoon, September 15th. He is in 
splendid health and spirits, after his four months’ 
campaigning in the United Kingdom. He likes the 
Freethinkers over there, says they all treated him 
excellently, and he hopes to see them again on their 
nativ heaths and will be greatly pleased to welcome 
any of them who may find their way to this side of 
the salt-water reservoir. What they thought of 


handkerchiefs. 
with a farewell to the lecturer in the name of the Free- 


him and what kind of a “send-off” they gave him on | 


the return voyage, may be judged from this report 
of his last meeting, which we quote from the Lon- 
don Freethinker of September 8th: 


“Mr. S. P. Putnam delivered his farewell lecture at 
the Foresters’ Hall on Sunday evening. Considering the 
wonderful weather, and the difficulty in organizing for a 
fresh meeting-place, there was a very gratifying attend- 
ance. Mr. Foote took the chair, and made a brief speech 
in introducing the lecturer. Mr. Putnam was accorded a 
most enthusiastic reception. He was in first-rate form, 
and his discourse was both instructiv and entertaining. 


It was followed with close attention and evident pleasure. 
At the close our American visitor had quite au ovation, 
the audience cheering lustily and unanimously, many 


rising to their feet, the men waving hits and the ladies 
Mr. Foote wound up the proceedings. 


thinkers of England. This elicited another outburst of 
applause, and the meeting came to an ideal conclusion, 
with plenty of hearty hand-shaking and fervent good- 
speeds.” 

Mr. Putnam will now devote his energies to the 
work of preparation for the Annual Congress of 
the Freethought Federation and American Secular 
Union, called to convene in this city on October 
25th and continue in session three days. As all 
our readers know, Mr. Putnam is president of the 
joint association, and will be sure to do all he can 
to make the Convention & practical success and the 
national organization an immovable sea-wall against 
the in-rushing waves of theocracy. Let us all take 
hold and help him with earnest sympathy, with en- 
lightened appreciation of the imperativ demands of 
the hour, and with the pecuniary means for edu- 
cation and defense. Welcome home, Samuel P. 
Putnam, poet, orator, historian, and champion of 
equal liberty. i 


We strive to be courteous in debate and to avoid 
what might be called intemperance of language. 
But is it intemperate to call a liar a liar? It is this 
doubt that always makes it so much a matter of 
discretion, in dealing with the utterances of minis- 
ters, particularly when the ministers are engaged in 
attacks upon Infidels and Infidelity, whether the 
speakers shall be so characterized or not. They 
certainly commit with great frequency the offense 
which makes the term appropriate. The Kansas 
City (Mo.) Journal of September 9th has a con- 
densed report of & sermon by the Rev. E. N. Allen, 
pastor of the First Cumberland Presbyterian church 
of that city, the subject being “Infidelity: Is it a 
Blessing or a Curse?" Here is a sample of his 
assertions: 

** Outside the gates of Jerusalem, nineteen centuries 
ago, on & slight eminence, in appeargnce remarkably 
like a skull, a mob of Infidels and blasphemers murdered 
in cold blood an innocent Man. Of course, at the time 
they were worked up to a bent of fury, but it was in sold 
blood they laid their secret plans by which he was to be 
taken, condemued, and executed.” 

Could mendacity, even pulpit mendacity, be at 
once more stupid and malignant than that? Grant- 
ing, for the argument’s sake, the substantial accu- 
racy of the gospel narrativ of the accusation and 
death of Jesus, and there is in it not a single state- 
ment upon which to base the charge that the 
enemies of Jesus were Infidels or blasphemers. Not 
only were they not Infidels in the sense in which we 
now employ the term, but they were not infidels in 
the sense of disloyalty to or disbelief in the creeds 
of their time and country. They were orthodox 
Jews, anxious to preserve their inherited faith from 
the contamination of heresy. If there was an Infi- 
del or blasphemer concerned in the tragedy, it was 
the victim, Jesus himself, and the Rev. Mr. Allen 
knows this perfectly well. All that he said on this 
point was a deliberate attempt to make use of the 
ignorant prejudices of his congregation for the pur- 
pose of intensifying their fear and hatred of the 
Infidel by making his skepticism retroactiv in effect 
and therefore responsible for the murder of their 
“savior.” There is no other possible explanation 
of the utterances of this minister, for to suppose 
that he has erred through ignorance or dullness is 
to suppose him actually imbecil, and it is not con- 
ceivable that such an ineapable should occupy even 
a Cumberland Presbyterian pulpit. 

eee ae TEMERE SEA 

An excitable and disconnected editor asserts that 
Tus Truta Serem holds that a man who loathes 


moral, and social ills. 
tain the monopoly of proscription and persecution ; 


intoxicants and tobacco loses sight of the “ funda- 
mental principle” of Liberalism. This is because 
we said in our remarks on the life and death of 


Professor Cook: 


_**Only once, so far as the knowledge of the writer of 


this extends, did he lose sight for a time of the funda- 
mental principle, and that was when his intense loathing 
of intoxicants and tobacco led him to temporarily ally 
himself with the Prohibitionists.” 


Probably no person in the United States but the- 


excitable and disconnected editor aforesaid has a 
thinking machine so out of gear as to permit him 
to torture out of that perfectly plain statement the 
affirmation that the man who is opposed to drink- 
ing alcoholic liquors and using tobacco is false to 
the fundamental principle of Liberalism. May not 
a person's intense feeling against a certain habit or 
belief lead him to advocate methods of antagonizing 
it that are contrary to the principles of the philos- 
ophy which he professes—and this without in the 
slightest degree discrediting the justifiableness of 
the feeling against such habit or belief? 
that the forcible suppression of the church would be 
a flagrant violation of the principles of Liberalism 
is not equivalent to saying that disbelief in church 
dogmas.and hatred of church methods are incom- 
patible with the acceptance of Liberalism. We 
hav no more made an “argument for the liquor 
traffic” when protesting against sumptuary laws than 
we hav made an argument for Catholicism when op- 
posing proscription of Catholics, or Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism when we hav denounced the persecution 
of Adventists. 
and disconnected editor is so unfortunately organ- 
ized that he cannot reason at all by comparison. 
Added to this the fact that not so very long since 
he tumbled helter-skélter into the Infidel and Pro- 


To say 


The simple truth is, this excitable 


hibitionist propaganda without any previous ac- 
quaintance with the logical demands of Freethought 
and Liberalism, and we hav an adequate explanation 
of his utter failure to understand that the Free- 
thinker is the last man in the world who should 
advocate resort to the law for the curing of mental, 
Let the church hav and re- 


she has been using those weapons for centuries, and 
by using them she has bungled and butchered 
every reform movement that has fallen under her 
baneful influence. Cannot the excitable and dis- 
connected editor get even a glimmering and tran- 
sient perception of the fact that veteran Liberals 


may venture to differ with him as to methods with- 


out being enemies of the improvements which he is 
vainly trying to advance by fury and force! He 
talks about anti-prohibitionists “ encouraging the 
liquor traffic.” Ifa law should be enacted impris- 
oning all preachers and we should oppose the law 
as contrary to the genius of Freethought and a 
cruel invasion of person, there is little doubt that 
he would rush into print with the assertion that we 
were “ encouraging ” Christianity. If he did not it 
would be because he finds it. impossible to be con- 
sistent in his inconsistency. 
cr D 

A few weeks ago we sent notices to those of our 
subscribers who were indebted to us on their sub- 
scription account, and we are glad to say that a 
great many of them kindly responded with prompt- 
ness. There are many, however, from whom we 
hav as yet had no word, and to them we address 
these appealing remarks. We want some money, 
and want it badly, else we wouldn't say anything 
about it. But the cost of getting out the paper 
has to be paid regularly, and it takes a good deal 
of cash. So we again ask those whose time has ex- 
pired to make an effort to renew their subscriptions 
now—at once—right off—so we can hav the where- 
withal to pay some bills that are due. We owe 
some people, other people owe us. If other people 
will pay us, we can pay some people; and then 
everybody will be happy. (Quod erat demonstran- 
dum.) It is very unpleasant to be short of funds 
with a great deal more owed us than we owe, but 
that is our fix now, and hence this reminder to those 
who forgot to respond to the notice. We dislike 
to, mention this matter, but Necessity has no fel- 
lowship with Squeamishness, and we hav to do it. 
We need the money. 
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News and Notes. 


I hav the pleasure of another visit with Prof. 
Edwin Johnson, and this time we take a stroll over 
Hampstead Heath This park is nearly as large as 
Central Park, and consists of hill, forest, and lakes, 
which present a charming variety. In fact, itseems 
more like being in the country on Hampstead 
Heath than in any other place I hav visited in 
London. The views are wilder and more secluded. 
The air of cultivation is not ro apparent. The 
neighborhood is both ancient and rural. There is 
the old hotel, and the chair in which Queen Vic- 
toria sat when she was a young lady and was in 
danger of an accident from restiv horses on the 
‘steep Hampstead hill; and in this chair she recov- 
ered her nerves and equanimity. Since then the 
chair has been held sacred, and the tavern preserves 
its aristocratic dilapidation. Of course the thirsty 
traveler takes a glass of beer at this historic spot. 
Farther on are “The Spaniards” connected with 
the Lord Gordon riots, as depicted in Barnaby 
Rudge. We pass by the grove of pines amidst 
whose melodious songs Keats used to wander in 
his poetic youth, and it is certainly a beautiful spot. 
One can seo far-off into the glowing country with 
its diversified sceneries, while opposit the busy city 
looms, and between are the pastures where black- 
berries used to grow and lovers still wander. Many 
a dream the poet might hav had amidst these deli- 
cious and contrasting scenes. From one point on 
Hampstead Heath the city can be seen in almost its 
éntire extent. This is one of the finest views that 
England can present. I shall still more remember 
the beauties of this place because, almost imme- 
diately after the visit, I came across the poem of 
James Thomson (B.V.) entitled, “A Sunday at 
Hampstead Heath,” also “A Sunday up the River.” 
I did not know that !homson was so great a poet 
until I read those fresh and vigorous idyls. He 
has the ring of Burns, and the airy spaces of Shak- 
spere. He brings nature right before you, and 
pours forth the genuin human heart. I had read 
his “City of the Dreadful Night,” and, while it is 
a marvelous poem, I did not like it. It is a kind 
of abnormal production, a gloomy curiosity of lit- 
erature. But the * Sunday on Hampstead Heath” 
is gloriously healthful and jubilant, and, to my 
mind, ranks Thomson in essential genius with the 
greatest singers of the day. My visit to Hamp- 
stead Heath made me realize better the fidelity of 
this bard to nature’s opulent display. 

Professor Johnson is a scholar and a philosopher, 
both of fine literary insight and extensiv reading. 
We talked on all manner of subjects along Hamp- 
stead Heath, and among his books. He is rich in 
experiences of the remarkable men of this era. 
Like myself he was compelled to giv up his ortho- 
dox position and accept the perils of out-and-out 
heresy. He has been brave and true to his convic- 
tions. He has written a radical novel, “The Quest 
of Mr. East.” I hav not read it yet, but I hav no 
doubt it is a suggestiv work. It is not yet pub- 
lished. I hope, however, it will find its circle of 
readers. Professor Johnson has the pen of a felici- 
tous writer. 

Friday I take my way to Leicester, and Leicester 
is indeed a handsome place. It has a population 
of 180,000. Itis a large manufacturing point, but 
its atmosphere is clear of smoke. The chimneys 
must consume their own smoke. The city fathers 
enforce this rule. If a chimney pours forth too 
much smoke there is a call at once for a halt of the 
columns, so that the city always presents a bright 
and clean appearance. Leicester is famous in the 
history of England: One of the ancient Earls of 
Leicester was the originator of the British parlia- 
ment. Here are remnants of the old Roman wall, 
and the Roman Fosse, or publie highway, is now 
one of the elegant streets of the eity. There is 
King Richard’s Road, along which Richard the 
Third galloped to Bosworth field, eight miles dis- 
tant. At the bridge where he passed over is the 
inscription, * Near this spot are the remains of 
Richard the Third, the last of the Plantagenets." 
It is not known where his body was buried, :f at all. 
Some say that it was thrown into the river and never 
recovered. I journey to Leicester on Friday in or- 
der to attend an “outing” of the employees of Mr. 
Sidney Gimson and Company, who hav large man- 
ufacturing works at Leicester. Mr. Gimson is 
president of the Secular Society at Leicester, and 
is activ in our cause. About four hundred men 
are employed at the company’s works, and these, 
with their wives and sweethearts, made a rally of 
about six hundred excursionists. The British 
workers do not do anything by halves. They go 
in for a whole day of fun when they set about it, 
and enjoy themselvs from morning till night. We 
start off before 7 o'clock am. A special train of 

fifteen cars is chartered for the occasion. These 


are filled full; even the babies join in the festivities 
and don’t seem to get tired. Our destination is 
Skegness, a watering-place in Licolnshire, about 
seventy miles off. On our way we pass through 
old Boston, the original of Massachusetts Boston. 
The Puritans came from here, and the Pilgrims 
from Plymouth. A grim sect were the Puritans, 
and armed with authority. Old Boston has some- 
thing the appearance of its namesake. You might 
imagin yourself in a part of the * Hub " as you 
roam its ancient streets. It used to be the third 
seaport in England, ranking after London and 
Bristol. London has maintained its supremacy, 
but the glory of Bristol and Boston has departed. 
Other cities hav rushed to the front. The parish 
church at Boston is one of the largest in the king- 
dom, larger than any in New England, I think. It 
has a noble tower, which is called the “Stump,” for, 
as you approach the city, especially in the evening, 
it has the appearance of a huge stump, rising above 
the surrounding dwellings. It is massiv, and, as 
you view it nearer, beautiful in its structure. It is 
a notable landmark. Boston has a population now 
of about 15,000. It has some shipping and man- 
ufacturing business. The country around is level, 
and rich in agriculture. 

We also pass by Belvoir Castle, pronounced 
* Beaver,” the seat of the Duke of Rutland. It is, 
I understand, & French word, meaning “ beautiful 
sight,” and certainly there must be an extensiv view 
from its lofty battlements. It is on a high hill 
clothed with forests, the highest elevation in the 
county, from which a vast and level expanse 
stretches, mostly of prosperous farms. The rail- 
road extends through what are called the “ finn- 
lands,” which were once swamps, incapable of cul- 
tivation, but hav been drained, canals and huge 
pumps being used for this purpose, and now the 
landscape shines with harvest. Thousands of acres 
hav thus been utilized. We reach Skegness about 
half-past nine, and to the music of the band we 
march to the pavilion, and the broad and shining 
beach, miles in length, over which the children 
rush with joyous excitement, and the older folks 
follow, equally interested in the ever-varying pano- 
rams of sea and shore. The childran take off their 
shoes and stockings and paddle barefoot slong the 
sands and incoming waters, and it is interesting to 
watch their maneuvers. They enjoy it with the 
recklessness of childhood. Some of the elders take 
to the bathing machines, some to the boats, and 
some sail over the tide on the yacht or steamship. 
It is a checkered scene on every hand. . A long pier 
stretches out into the ocean, upon which the band 
plays, and various entertainments attract for ten 
continuous hours. There is a “ switch-back,” and 
although this was invented in America, and ran its 
course at the World’s Fair, I had to come to Skeg- 
ness in order to take my first ride, which was an 
exhileratirg affair, something like coasting down 
hill. Various games are advertised, shooting the 
cocoa-nut, etc.: The negro minstrels put in their 
fun, and altogether there is à wide and resounding 
effervescence of jollity. The tide is somewhat insid- 
ious along these sands, and creeps inward before 
one is aware, and the loiterer is shut off from the 
mainland by an ever-broadening stream, and the 
way people clamber over that watery barrier is 
somewhat amusing to those who are safe on the 
other side. At one o'clock sharp is the dinner 
hour, and we all gather promptly in the vast pavil- 
ion, and in true democratic fashion proceed to the 
consumption of a ** good, square meal,” with a pint 
of beer attached. The British workman has a good 
appetite, and eats vigorously, and when he gets 
ihrough he proceeds at once to the open firmament 
of heaven, and takes a smoke. He does not wait to 
listen to speeches, as we do in America. Every- 
body, so far as I can see, is satisfied, sober, con- 
tented, and happy. The afternoon pursues its 
glorious march. The mists of morning disappear, 
the sky is almost cloudless, and the brilliant sea 
and the vast, level shores, glimmering into distant 
silver, make a resplendent picture. Out on the 
smooth water one can hear the musie of the band, 
mellowed into wondrous harmony by the beaming 
distance, while a million waves break along the 
strand and join their. voices to the: sweeping 
melody. Even the donkeys seem to hav an ear for 
music, and trot jubilantly along, with the little 
children shouting and laughing on their backs. The 
silvery afternoon slowly changes into golden twi- 
light. More beautiful appears the ocean, now 
almost like a mirror. The sails are drooping and 
the boats are lazily floating. The children are 
tired, but trudge sturdily onward. The crowd 
gathers at the station, and at 8.05 r.m. we start for 
home through the broad and glistening night. The 
earth hath its electric stars, answering to the stars 
above, as we thunder through the cities, villages, 
and fields. At eleven o’clock we arrive at Leicester, 


and of all the joyous crowd only one man is left 
behind to pay the penalty of too much “ income- 
tax” on the brain. It was a regular British holi- 
day, and I enjoyed every moment of the breezy en- 
tertainment. It was a delightful * water-sketch” 
of Merrie Evgland.” 

The Gimson company paid the expenses of this 
big picnic, the railroad fare of all the men, and pro- 
vided the excellent dinner, and they did this with 
no patronizing airs, but in the true spirit of liberty, 
fraternity, and equality. They are genuin men, 
and appreciate the manhood of the worker. 

I suppose right here I might giv some of my im- 
pressions of the British workingman and his condi- 
tions. Of course I hav not had time to study the 
matter thoroughly, but I hav learned many things. 
I used to think that the position of the workingman 
in this country was not much better than slavery, 
and the sooner he could emigrate to America and 
*go West,” the better. As far as I can see, the 
position of the workingman here is fully as good as 
in America. He may not receive as much for his 
labor, but then it does not cost so much to liv. 
Rents and clothing of all kinds are much less than 
in America. I can buy as good a suit of clothes 
here for $7 as I can for $15 in New York or Chi- 
cago. Shoes that cost $10 in America are only $5 
here, and so on. You can get a shave for 3 cents 
in London that costs 10 cents in New York, and 25 
cents in the Far West. Luxuries, however, are not 
much cheaper. Restaurant living in London is 
fully as expensiv as in New York, Chicago, or San 
Francisco. They hav a fashion here of charging 
for everything. You hav the impression at first 
glance of the menu that you get your steak or chop 
at a less price than at home; but you hav to pay 
extra for potatoes and other vegetables, for bread, 
butter, napkin, and also two and three pennies for 
attendance, so that by the time you finish you hav 
paid even more than in New York. You cannot 
get a good meal in London short of 50. cents, and 
it is more often a dollar if you are extra hungry. I 
think, however, that the materials for home living 
throughout England are much cheaper than in 
America; and if you get into out-of-the way places, 
off the line of travel and fashion, you are surprised 
at the abundance, goodness, and cheapness of the 
living. 

I am therefore satisfied from observation and the 
reports of those who should be well informed that 
the workingman is pecuniarily as well off in England 
as in America. 

The British workingman is intelligent and inde- 
pendent. Toacertain extent he has won his rights. 
He is not by any means the “under dog." His 
power is respected. There is getting to be a good 
understanding between employer and employed. 
They are finding out that both are made of the 
same stuff; both are human beings, witu the same 
interests and the same world to liv in. The old 
feeling of antagonism and distrust is disappearing. 
Of course there are strikes, with more or less big- 
otry on one side, and selfishness on the other; but 
arbitration is generally resorted to, and justice pre 
vails. Wrongs exist, but enlightenment and im- 
provement are on the gain, and the rights of labor 
are more and more acknowledged. This, mainly 
by voluntary co-operation, and not by any interfer- 
ence of the state. 

The British workman takes things easier than 
the American. The American works faster; he will 
get more out of a machine, and of course gets 
greater wages. But if he works faster, he also 
spends faster; and even if he takes a holiday, he still 
“rustles” and hurries through his pleasure as if 
time were short. But the British workman will 
take his time. He doesn’t hurry. He enjoys life 
ashe goes along. He is tranquil. He makes the 
most of his holidays. He gets ail out of them he can. 
He doesn’t seem to make it a business to be happy, 
as the American does. He simply is happy with a 
jolly complacency. He makes no fuss about it. 
The workmen don’t labor hard in England, so far as 
the factories are concerned. They hav for holidays 
Sundays, half Saturdays, and generally half-Wednes- 
days or Thursdays. They begin work at six in 
the morning, breakfast from eight to half-past, work 
from that time to one, dinner from one to two, and 
then quit work at five. It strikes me that this ar- 
rangement breaks up the monotony of labor better 
than the custom in America. 

While much is yet to be accomplished, I feel that 
labor in England has made magnificent progress, 
and its vast results are not going into the hands of 
the few. Wealth is on the road to equitable distri- 
bution. The principle of co-operation, as I hav 
before noted, has been developed with wonderful 
success in Great Britain. An International Co- 
operativ Congress is now being held in London, 
whose sessions I hav attended. At the meeting 
yesterday, when George Jacob Holyoake, the father 
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of the co-operativ movement in England, was in- | quote a few lines, for they show the vigorous Athe- 


troduced by the chairman as of “Great Britain and 
the world generally,” it was stated that in Great 
Britain there were no less than 1,700 co-operativ 
stores. Enrolled in the ranks are a million and a 
quarter of members, carrying on a trade of $250,- 
000,000 a year, with a profit of $25,000,000 a year. 
About $200,000 were spent in education, and $90,- 
000 in charities. I am glad to hear from Mr. 
Holyoake that from the beginning there has been 
no question of the full equality of woman. She 
has been shareholder, and received the profits as a 
man. There is 2 Woman’s Guild connected with 
the movement, for the education of woman, not 
only in domestic but in social and universal life, 
while woman endears the home and also wields 
the “basket power ;” that is, the marketing power. 
Yet she is not simply for the home, but for all the 
world, side by side with man. 

It must be noted that these vast results hav been 
achieved by voluntary co-operation, not by State So- 
cialism. The interference of the state in such mat- 
ters would not only be useless, but injurious. 

Sunday morning, with my host, Mr. Gimson, and 
his little son Humphrey, five years old, I wander 
over the stately Abbey Park of Leicester. The old 
ruined abbey is near by, though not in the park 
itself. In this Abbey Cardinal Woolsey died, and, I 
believe, was buried. Only the walls are standing of 
the once grand structure. The sunshine flouts it, 
as fortune flouted the poor cardinal himself. The 
people of Leicester who do not attend church come 
to the park to enjoy the Sunday, and the young 
folks make love, and it presents quite a pastoral 
scene. . 

In the afternoon I make acquaintance with the 
Secular Society of Leicester. First of all we hav a 
splendid sociable time. We gather around the 
tables, over one hundred of us, in all. There is a 
delegation of eight good comrades from Derby, and 
another friend travels thirty miles on his bicycle to 
attend the first Freethought lecture of his life. 
Music adds its charms to the festal hour. Nobody 
says grace, but before we partake of the tea and 
bread and cake the orchestra pours forth its ani- 
mating strains. | 

It is certainly a great pleasure to satisfy the 
hunger to “the Dorian mood of flutes and soft 
recorders.” It adds to the conversational ability 
of the occasion, and we don’t eat so fast. After 
the tables were pretty well cleared of the delicacies, 
and the tea which “cheers, but not inebriates " had 
permeated the chambers of the brain, the chairman, 
in the name of the Secular Society, gave a warm 
and generous welcome to the American visitor, to 
which he responded with cordial good will. The 
party then adjourned to the club-rooms, reading- 
room, and library until half-past six o’clock, the 
hour for the evening service, at which I gave my 
lecture on “Christianity and Woman.” The hall 
was filled. It was one of the best audiences that I 
hav greeted in England. There was music by the 
choir, which was excellent every way. I was cheered 
by the animating surroundings of this Leicester 
campaign. _ 

I hav much to say of this Leicester Secular So- 
ciety. It has a noble record, of small beginnings, 
of struggles and of brilliant victory. The building 
in which the society now meets is about as large as 
the Paine Memorial Hall, Boston. Itisahandsome 
structure on oné of the best streets of Leicester, 
with ample accommodations for improvement and 
pleasure. 

The origin of this society dates back to 1840. A 
Discussion Class was held in the Mechanics’ Insti- 
tution, originated and animated by George Bown, 
one of the advanced thinkers of that time. Among 
the young men who gathered about him was Josiah 
Gimson, the father of Sidney A. Gimson. The 
subjects brought forward in the class soon became 
the talk of the town. Afterwards a school was 
carried on during the week, with lectures on the 
Sunday. A library was also formed. The social 
and Secular views of progressiv thinkers were dis- 
cussed, and Leicester thus had the opportunity of 
listening to new thoughts. Out of this evolving 
institution, which, having no creed, readily adapted 
itself to circumstances, in May, 1873, was organized 
the Secular Hall Company, and the site of the 
present hall was purchased. In 1881 the hall was 
completed from designs of W. Larner Sugden, and 
opened on the first Sunday in March. A large 
number of notable Freethinkers were present from 
all parts of England.” The property now pays an 
income of six per cent on the investment. Secular, 
social, political, and religious advocates are welcome 
to its platform, provided they submit their views 
to criticism ‘and debate. A long list of illustrious 
names adorns its record. Among them I must 
mention James Thomson (B.V), who contributed a 
poetic éddress at the opening of the hall. I must 


ism of the poet, whom I hav already referred to as 
a genius of high order: 

Lo, all the lands wherein our wandering race 

Hav led their flocks, or fixed their dwelling-place, 

To till with patient toil the fruitful sod, 

Abound with altars to the Unknown God 

Or Gods, whom man ereated from of old, 

In his own image, one yet manifold, 

And ignorantly worshiped. We now dare, 

Taught by millenniums of barren prayer, 

Of mutual scorn and hate and bloody strife, 

With which these dreams hav poisoned our poor life, 

To build our Temples on another plan, 

Devoting them to God’s creator, Man; 

Not to Man’s creature, God. And thus, indeed, 

All men and women, of whatever creed, 

We welcome gladly if they love their kind; 

No otber valid test of worth we find, 

Who loveth not his brother at his side, 

How can he love a dim dream deified ? 

Another name must be added to this extraordi- 
nary list, that of Professor Huxley, who placed 
himself among the supporters of the society. An 
appeal being made for funds. he wrote, Feb. 12, 
1891: 

Mr. Huxley incloses a small contribution to the special 
fond of the Leicester Secular Society in evidence of his 
full sympathy with the objects of the society. 

To a request for permission to publish the above 
he replied: i 

You are quite at liberty to use my note, and I shail be 
glad if it is of any service. Iam, 

Yours very faithfully, T. H. HUXLEY. 

This record, it seems to me, places Huxley in 
square accord with the principles of Secularism. 

The importance and far-reachivg nature of the 
Leicester movement will thus be understood. In 
Leicester, as in Failsworth, we see that, giv Secu- 
larism a far field, it will show its true adaptation to 
humanity. It will satisfy, not perhaps a “believer,” 
but anyone who is willing to accept the truth and 
do his duty. 

In the hall are the portraits of Charles Bradlaugh, 
George Jacob Holyoake, and Josiah Gimson. The 
name and fame of the latter cannot be forgotten 
in the history of this society. He was one of its 
founders, and a most ardent and generous sup- 
porter. At his death, in 1883, he bequeathed, in 
maintenance of the Institution, an income of one 
hundred pounds for ten years. 

I am cordially entertained during my stay at Lei- 
cester by Mr. and Mrs. Sidney A. Gimson, and I 


‘must thank them for the delightful and instructiv 


hours I spent in this beautiful city, where I had an 
opportunity to see so much of progressiv English 
life. I cannot name all the Secular friends I met 
here. They are many. I shall not forget the gen- 
erosity of their reception. Samvurn P. Porvam. 


The Mask Dropped. 
THEOORATIO PAPERS DEMAND THE LEGAL SUPPRESSION 
OF “THE TRUTH SEEKER.” 


From the Christian Reformer and the Christian Statesman. 

A few issues since we referred to THE TRUTH SEEKEB, of 
New York, as containing week after week ‘‘ blasphemous 
language and still more blasphemous pictures.” This 
charge, which is very mildly put, considering the charac- 
ter of the paper in question, has called forth a long edi- 
torial in reply. The substance of this reply is in the 
denial that the language and pictures referred to 
are immoral. Says the editor: ‘‘Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
has not degraded the morals of its readers. It has advo- 
cated the use of the reason in the examination of the 
creeds of all the churches of the world; it has protested 
against teaching to the children of the land the monstrous 
falsehood that the crimes recorded in the Bible, and 
there attributed to Yahveh, were commanded by a god 
infinit in power and justice; it has shown that the devas- 
tations of nature are inconsistent with the ethics of civil- 
ized man, and it has demanded that all citizens be equal 
before the law, regardless of their belief or unbelief. 
There is nothing immoral in this, nothing calculated to 
make one man invade the rights of any other man. If 
the editor of the Christian Reformer cannot see this we 
are not responsible; we cannot engage to clear his brain 
of theologieal cobwebs; he is joined to his idols.” 

Of course the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER and all that 
school see nothing of immorality in the blasphemies 
against God and Christ with which that sheet every week 
abounds. But what is the view which the recognized 
authorities in criminal law take of such matters? These 
authorities generally define blasphemy as ** consisting in 
speaking evil of thedeity, withan impious purpose to dero- 
gate from the divine majesty, and to alienate the minds of 
others from the love and reverence of God. It is purposely 
using words concerning the supreme being calculated and 
designed to impair and destroy the reverence, respect, 
and confidence due to him as the intelligent creator, gov- 
ernor, and judge of the world. It embraces the idea of 
detraction as regards the character and attributes of 
God, as calumny usually carries the same idea when ap- 
plied to an individual Itis a willful and malicious st- 
tempt to les en men’s reverence of God by denying his 
existence or his attributes as an intelligent creator, gov- 
ernor, and judge of men, and to prevent their having 
confidence in him as such. Contumelious reproaches and 
profane ridicule of Christ or the holy scriptures hav the 
same evil effect in sapping the foundations of society and 
of public order and are classed under the same head,” (See 
Judge Cooley's Constitutional Limitations, pp. 472, 473. 
See also the definitions of Chief Justice Shaw, of Massa- 
chusetts, in 20, Pickering’s Reports, 213, 216; Chancellor 
Kent, of New York, in 8 Johnson’s Reports, 295-96; Jus- 


tice Duncan, of Pennsylvania, in 11 Sergeant and Rawle, 
394-409; Justice Story, of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in 2 Howard’s Reports, 198; Bouvier’s and — 
BurrilPs Law Dictionaries, under the word ‘‘ Blas- 
phemy”; Wharton’s Oriminal Law, vol. i, .§86; vol ii, 


1 $2542; Bishop’s Criminal Law, vol. ii, $76.) 


The above are only a few of the standard authorities 
that might be quoted on this point. "They disagree on & 
few points, but they agree in the main. And the chief 
point on which all agree is this, that blasphemy is & 
crime against the state, and that it **saps the foundations 
of society and of public order." It is thus an offense 
against the public morals and consequently against the 
publie welfare, and ought to be suppressed by the strong 
arm of the law. : ! 

Judged by the laws and the decisions of the courts of 
our country, are the discussions and pictures of the pa- 
per in question blasphemous and immoral, or are they 
not? Our courts say that **contumelious reproaches and 
profane ridicule of Christ and the Holy Scriptures” are 
blasphemy; and that they hav the evil effect **of sapping 
the foundations of society and of public order.” And we 
do not hesitate to affirm that there never were more con- 
tumelious reproaches and profane ridicule of Christ than 
are paraded week after week in this blasphemous sheet. 
Its editor may assert that its discussions and illustrations 
are in the realm of lawful controversy among learned 
disputants, and therefore justified under the decisions of 
our courts, which hav been careful to state that ‘‘ they 
did not intend to include in blasphemy disputes between 
learned men upon particular controverted points. The 
constitutional provisions for the protection of religious 
liberty not only include within their protecting power all 
sentiments and professions concerning or upon the sub- 
ject of religion, but they guarantee to every one & perfect 
right to form and to promulgate such opinions and doc- 
trins upon religious matters, and in relation to the exist- 
ence, power, attributes, and providence of a Supreme 
Being as to himself shall seem reasonable and correct. 
In doing this he acts under an awful responsibility, but 
it is not to any human tribunal.” (Cooley’s Constitu- 
tional Limitations, pp. 474, 475.) 

The man who draws the shocking pictures of Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, and the publisher who scatters them 
broadcast over our country, certainly act under an awful 
responsibility to a higher than any human tribunal. It 
makes us tremble under the sense of this awful responsi- 
bility, as well as fills us with unutterable disgust, every 
time we see the caricatures of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ and of God the Father, the manifest purpose of 
which is **to lessen men’s reverence of God” or to deny 
** his existence or his attributes as au intelligent Creator, 
Governor, and Judge of men, and to prevent their hav- 
ing confidence in him as such.” The malignity of the 
impious purpose stands out in the baldest manner. As 
the definition of blasphemy states it, it is on the very face 
of it **an impious purpose to derogate from the divine 
majesty, and to alienate the minds of others from the 
love and reverence of God.” Do not the souls of these 
blasphemers shudder when they think of their awful re- 
sponsibility to a tribunal, not human, before which they 
shall one day stand? Or are they so hardened that they . 
will make a mockery of this appeal to their,immortal nat- 
ure and eternal interests? 

But by the very definition of blasphemy this sheet 
should be called to account before a human tribunal. 
Its manifest and indisputable purpose is to derogate from 
the character and attributes of God; its every issue is 
low, vile, vulgar, and grossly contumelious and profane 
in its reproaches and ridicule of Christ and the Holy 
Scriptures. The effect of its circulation can be nothing 
else, therefore, than to corrupt the public morals and sap 
the foundations of society and public order. And if our 
courts and the supervisors of our mail service would do 
their duty in protecting the good order of the state, 
maintaining the public morals, and supporting the very 
foundations of society, the blasphemous publication. 
would be promptly suppressed. And sooner or. later it 
will be suppressed. 

The saloon is a corrupter of public morals and saps the 
foundations of society. So does the desecration of the 
day of rest and worship. So do gambling resorts and 
lotteries of every kind. The sentiment of the country is 
rising for the suppression of all these and other kindred 
moral evils. Some of these are already under legal ban. 
More outrageously shocking and more disastrous to the 
welfare of society than any of them, so far as its impious 
influence extends, is this weekly paper with its venomous 
spite at the name that is above every name, and that to 
the best of men and women is as ointment poured forth. 
At that name every knee shall yet bow and every tongue 
confess, and then shall laws against blasphemy be en- 
forced, and society shall be purged from the contamina- 
tion of all such contumelious and profane publications. 


Apart from its blasphemy it is unfit for decent society. 
We cannot understand why the post-office authorities of 
New York city, or the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice and Immorality, do not compel the publishers to 
change the character of the paper or suppress it as an 
enemy of public morals and the natiou’s weal. 

Probably one of the chief reasons why this publication 
has been permitted to go unchallenged by public officers 
and courts, and by the Society for the Suppression of Vice, 
is the fear of giving it greater notoriety and thus increas- 
ing its circulation. Reputable journals generally are silent 
as to its blasphemies, doubtless for the same reason. It 
is possible that the publishers wonld welcome the adver- 
tising that would come by a criminal prosecution. And 
they may hope quite confidently for à wider circulation 
through the very notoriety that would come by the ex- 
clusion of their papers from the mails. For our part, we 
see but one thing to be done in the interest of good or- 
der and the welfare and safety of the state. And that is, 
let the law against blasphemy in New York, clear and ex- 
plicit as itis, be rigidly enforced. And that would mean 
not only the exclusion of the paper from the mails but 
the prohibiting of the printing and publishing of it as 
well. 

What must the constituency of such a journal be? To 
many an office, as to our own, it comes in exchange. And 
even in making note of it, as we do of other offenses 
against good morals, as a necessary duty for the welfare 
of the publie, we are often constrained to turn from it 
with abhorrence. But there must be a large number of 
subscribers on whom this paper depends for its support, 
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agitating his mind, the walking delegate of the 
Plumbers’ Union proposed to the walking delegates 
of the Building Trades Unions that a strike should 
be ordered on the spot. 
consummated. 


and to whom its fetid pollution must possess all the at- 
traction of a savory and appetizing meal. It wasa sad 
thought as well as & keen thrust when Colonel Stone said 
in the committee room at Washington: “I hav only re- 
ceived four objections to this [the Christian Amendment], 
and two of these were written from a lunatic asylum." 
But it is a far sadder view of the case to think of the pub- 
lishers and readers of this paper as men and women, too 
(O, the unspeakable perversion of womanhood to be in 
such a company), with the gift of reason and many high 
mental endowments, delighting in this weekly exponent 
of profanity and blasphemy. The greatest boon the 
civil power could confer on them would be to cut off 
their supply of congenial pabulum and thus induce them 
to seek something more wholesome both mentally and 
morally. 


Observations. 


The American liner, City of Paris, which arose 
above the eastern horizon last Saturday with the 
Secular Pilgrim, Mr. S. P. Putnam, on board, had 
been pretty severely jostled by the old Atlantic. 
She had parted & pump.rod or some other gilguy, 
and was forty hours late. Moreover, she had on 
board a clergyman with a broken leg, the work of 
an enormous wave that came over the bow when 
she was two days out and swept the vessel from 
stem to stern. That the shot was intended for 
Putnam there is reason to believe, and that it failed 
through bad marksmanship is apparent. The Sec- 
ular Pilgrim was below at the time, and was some- 
what disappointed, upon coming on deck and learn- 
ing that a clergyman had been injured, to find that 
it was a Unitarian instead of a Presbyterian. Mr. 
Clarence S. Darrow, of Chicago, got caught in the 
rush and piled up alongside Mayor Hopkins of the 
windy city and forty others, but his unbelieving 
bones were miraculously preserved. 

We are all glad to see Putnam home again, and 
with him rejoice that he escaped from England be- 
fore the strained relations between this country and 
that, over the late yacht races, could lead to a mas- 
sacre of Americans in the streets of London. 


I am invited by the editor of a Prohibition paper 
to enter with him into a discussion of the subject of 
the suppression of the liquor traffic. I am unanimous 
in declining the invitation. I am opposed to legal 
prohibition on the ground that the sale of liquor is 
not an act of aggression against the libertv of any 
citizen. Iam familiar with the reasons offered by 
the Prohibitionists in extenuation of their invasiv 
propaganda, but know of none that touches the 
issue. Only the deleterious effects of liquor drink- 
ing are discussed, and they are conceded. Con- 
cerning them I am as liberal with concessions as 
the Western candidate upon whom a personal at- 
tack had been made. He admitted for the argu- 
ment’s sake that he was confirmed in habits of 
gluttony, intemperance, and concupiscence; also 
that he had been twice hanged for horse-stealing 
back in the states before ever he came West; but 
he held that in dwelling so much on these or kin- 
dred points his opponents were guilty of the fallacy 
in logic termed mistaking the issue, or ignoratio 
elenchi ; the cause on trial, he maintained, was the 
soundness of his political principles and whether 
he should be elected. 

Were this writer to discuss the liquor situation, 
his remarks would not be directed to the question 
of suppressing the traffic, but would be addressed, 
rather, to an inquiry where the politicians acquired 
the authority to place upon it such restrictions as 
they hav already imposed. Iam unable to recog- 
nize their right to raise the price of liquor by im- 
posts, taxes, and license fees. Talking about 
whisky trusts, the biggest and most voracious liquor 
trust is the United States government, which, by 
mulcting both producer and dealer, doubles the cost 
of the commodity to the consumer. We hav a liquor 
problem to-day because parties other than those 
who manufacture, vend, or buy hav unwarrantably 
interfered, and the elimination of these is its solu- 
tion. There ought to be no liquor question except 
whether one will drink or decline. 

“ We see,” says the Boston Investigator, * that 
the management of the A. P. A. is evidently being 
absorbed by the Protestant church.” It may. be, 
though, that this is merely a return to the original 


source, and that it is not so much the management: 


that is being absorbed as the mist of false pretense 
which has hitherto obstructed our vision. What else 
but the Protestant church is interested in bouncing 
the Catholics out of the red school-house and chuck- 
ing that structure full of Bibles to the ridge-pole ? 

Is there anything in the Constitution of the 
Trades Unionists that exempts a church from the 
general operation of the laws of labor which in their 
wisdom they hav framed? In this city, the Episco- 
palians are building a cathedral at a cost of ten 
millions or less, and all the workmen engaged in 
its construction are non-unionists. With this fact 


am guilty or not.” 
Alice Almont Livingston, accused of causing, on 
August 30th, the death by poison of her mother, 
Mrs. M. Evelyn Bliss, a late resident of New York. 


But the sacrilege was not 
Up rose & delegate from some 
other union and protested. “It would be a damned 
shame,” said he, “to strike on a place of worship. 
We can’t profane its sacred precincts by a strike.” 
By which consideration the other delegates were 
awed, and no strike was ordered. 

This is instructiv, as intimating where “Labor” 
will be found on questions affecting the interests of 
the church. Why did not the Labor delegates 


- | propose that the allied unions present the cathedral 


with a memorial window? Such a window, bearing 
this inscription from Lowell's “Parable,” would 
serve to keep a pertinent query before the worship- 
ers: ; 

Hav you founded your thrones and altars, then, 

On the bodies and souls of living men? 

And think ye that building shall endure 

Which shelters the noble and crushes the poor? 


“God, who knows all things, knows whether I 
Such is the language of Mary 


As very little direct evidence is obtainable in the 
case, there is likely to be a miscarriage of justice 
unless this repository of important information is 
subpenaed. If what Mrs. Livingston says about 


his familiarity with the facts is true, he would be 


the star witness. 


Item of news from Catholic Mexico: A number 
of Catholie missionaries went to Penon Blanc, state 
of Durango, recently, to labor among the operativs 
of a cotton mill. Discovering that many of the 
hands had been married only by civil law, the mis- 
sionaries threatened them with excommunication if 
they did not get married again by the church. This 
has had the result of breaking up many families, 
the women getting rattled and going back to their 
parents. Upon those who surrendered, a penance 
was inflicted, and they were made to walk in a pub- 
lie procession with halters on their necks and heavy 
crosses on their backs. ai 

There are people in Mexico who threaten the 
missionaries with prosecution, but it does not seem 
that those poor devils are altogether responsible. 
The penance they impose on the Mexican peons are 
only hempen and wooden figures of the less desira- 
ble “spiritual” halters and crosses that all Chris- 
tians affect to gloryin. The milk in this particular 
cocoanut is that through civil marriages the church 
loses the enormous fees she charges for consecrat- 
ing conjugal unions. As marriage by priests is an 
invention of the Christian church and has resulted 
in much profit, it is no wonder the Catholic clergy 
claim it as a sacrament. Everything with a dollar 
in it— birth, baptism, christening, confirmation, 
marriage, more births, christenings, etc, indul- 
gences, absolution, unction, funerals, purgatorial 
deliverances—the whole of these and perhaps some 
things I hav forgotten to enumerate, are bound as 
by an umbilical cord to the vitals of the church. 
And the dollar makes them sacraments. 


The late William Henry Hurlbert was a poet as 
well as a distinguished journalist. He sang thus 
cheerfully: 

Giv thanks to God for infants damned, 
Doomed from their birth to endless fiames; 


The vaults of hell with such sre crammed, 
And Satan only knows their names. 


Their wicked parents would not heed 
The mild commandment of the Lord; 
Therefore their unbaptizéd seed 
By him most justly are abhorred. 

In these days, when political action has taken the 
place of the Christian life, and when hypocrisy is 
accepted as an adequate substitute for belief, those 
lines hav the jibe of satire and the snicker of irrev- 
erent mirth. They are orthodox. though, and would 
hav been set to music in the “ Pilgrim’s Harp” had 
they appeared contemporaneously with the Rev. 
Michael Wiggleworth’s pan, “Hell is crammed 
with infants damned, without a day of grace.” 


Tf the Protestant missionaries who fied from the scenes 
of disorder in China to the security of Shanghai had not 
been burdened with the care of women and children, they 
might hav stayed at their posts to encourage their neo- 
phytes to suffer for conscience’ sake and to lay down 
their own lives for Christ. As it is, they hav loved their 
wives and their babies more than Him, and sacrificed the 
opportunity of martyrdom in order to take their families 
to a place of safety.— Catholic Review. 


That rather than hav their own and their families’ 
throats cut the Protestant missionaries took to 
their heels may show that they “loved their wives 
and babies better than Him;” but, on the other 


hand, the failure of “Him” to protect his agents 
shows that He loves his ease better than Them. 
He always lets thé devil take the hindmost. The 
necessity of flight seldom overtakes the Catholic 
missionary, who at the approach of danger may 
seek the seclusion afforded by the petticoat of some 
nativ female. Keeping on the best of terms with 
the women of the heathen is one of the forms of 
martyrdom which he is most often called upon to en- 
dure, and the alacrity with which he has accepted the 
issue has been as effectual in sacrificing the oppor. 
tunity of martyrdom as the flight of the uxorious 
Protestant. What is needed by both kinds of mis- 
sionaries is that their God should get a move on 
him and take measures for the safety of his em- 
bassadors. His habitual neglect in this matter 
brings him under the reprobation of St. Paul, who 
advances the proposition that anyone who fails to 
provide for his own has denied the faith and is 
worse on the whole than an Infidel. 

This excerpt is from the report of a ministerial 
conference in Seattle, Wash. I borrow the word 
excerpt from Mr. E. C. Walker, who thinks he will 
not need it this week. The report is sent me by a 
correspondent : ~ 

When A. J. Hanson, of Puyallup, arose to present his 
report, he said he had some good news from that great 
hop country. The hop 6rop, the main support of the 
people, was à failure? the crop had been cursed by God. 

Bishop Bowman: '' The hops hav not grown?” 

Dr. Hanson: ‘‘ They hav grown, but hav been cursed 
by the hop louse.” 

Bishop Bowman: ‘' Good.” 

And from all over the room voices could be heard giv- 
ing utterance to the fervent ejaculation: ** Thank God.” 

It is wonderful that the Almighty should blast so 
desirable a thing as hops and yet permit the crop 
of clerical jackasses to bloom and mature so abun- 
dantly in the Puget Sound country, but his ways 
aré past finding out. In California the same bray 
is to be heard when grapes are short, though the 
year’s great corn yield causes them no sadness. 
The Washington ministers are not worried in 
especial over the prospect of hard times following 
the failure of the principal resource of the farmers 
in the White river valley, for they are aware that 
the church gets fat on famin. They probably know 
also that over-stimulation leads to remorse, often 
followed by contrition, conversion, and contribu- 
tion, and that with plenty of whisky in sight the 
population can switch off onto that beverage with- 
out diminishing the receipts. If these clergymen 
hav not thanked God for the demonetization of 
silver and the ruin of the mining industries of the 
state, involving a smaller consumption of the hop 
product, it is because they hav not thought of it 
in that light. 

My correspondent expresses astonishment that 
love of God should so constrict the bowels of men 
that they can be thankful for the failure of their 
neighbors’ harvest. What, then, will he think of 
the people at a camp-meeting in Macon, Ga., who 
prayed that the sare or an identical God would 
use his power to prevent the arrival of a trainload 
of excursionists who proposed to dance for their 
own amusement, and who—that. is, the camp-meet- 
ing savages—accepted the wrecking of the train as 
an answer to their prayer, and praised heaven for 
the dispensation ? l 

The conclusion I reach is that what is cailed the 
love of God in a man is a miraculous negativ 
development of the faculty of minding kis own 
business. Go. E. Maopronarp. 


Light or Night. 
THERE SHALL BE LIGHT. 


There shall be light for him who bravely breasts 
The steep ascent of knowledge e'er before him; 

Each upward steps illumes some lesser crests, 
Though still the summit casts its shadow o'er him, 


There shall be light for all who boldly press 
Onward and upward, trusting reason's guiding, 
In search of truth, no matter if in dress . 
Of fable, myth, or creed 'tis found abiding. 


There shall be light so far as human kind 
May struggle upward toward the summit lit 

By cause beyond the grasp of finite mind— 
Th’ incomprehensible, the infinit. 


THERE SHALL BE NIGHT. 


There shall be night for those content to plod, 
In ruts worn cycles deep by pagan travel, 

In search of that great mystery called God, 
Which finite minds may never here unravel, 


There shall be night where unsupported faith 
Assumes control, and, stifling voice of reason, 
The finite worm presumes to say God saith, 
And asking evidence is deemed high treason. 


There shall be night where priestly powers o’erride 
The civil law, and war ’gainst conscience rages; 
Aye, night as dark as that which occupied 
That Christian era known as the dark ages. 
Muskegon, Mich. A. B. Woop, 
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Raining Puritanisti. 

The old Puritan Sabbath is going fast. The old Blue 
Laws are passing away or sinking into deserved disrepute. 
—Kansas City Star. i 

The Star would remind vou of the fellow in the tree 
who hailed the ark as it floated by and asked to be 
taken aboard. His request being refused, he told 
Nosh to sail on with his old scow, he didn’t think 
there was going to be much of a shower anyhow. 
The fact is, it is raining Puritanism all over the 
country, with a pretty good prospect for a regular 
deluge. Wichita is all afloat. 
sas City are under water, and in every part of the 
e the people are fleeing to the hills and tree- 

ops. 

And Sunday-law Puritanism in on a rampage all 
over the United States. Itis more alive and ag- 
gressiv than at any time for a hundred years. The 
Puritans are thoroughly organized, and last winter 
succeeded in several states in passing new Puritan 
laws. Every state has its Puritan code, and with 
the aid of Comstock, Blair, and others, the United 
States has, during the last fifteen years, added 
dus a good-sized Puritan code to its repertory of 

aw. 

Only three months ago Massachusetts enacted 
that: “Whoever is present at a game of sport, a 
play, or any public diversion except a concert of 
sacred music on the Lord's day, shall be fined $5.” 
For participating, the fine is $50. For being the 
manager of said sport, play, or diversion, $500. 
For keeping open a place of business, $50. 

This looks a good deal asif “the old Puritan 
Sabbath is going fast”! A fine of $5 for merely 
looking at “a game of sport, a play, or any public 
diversion.” At this rate of “going fast,” it will 
soon be a crime to wink or brush a fly off your nose 
on Sunday. Several state supreme courts, as also 
the United States Circuit court, hav recently sus- 
tained the Puritan laws. The latter court, in the 
case of R. M. King, who has since died, charged with 
the crime of keeping Saturday instead of Sunday, 
held that the United States Constitution did not 
guarantee religious liberty as against state laws. 

Of course this is not good law construction of 
the Constitution, but if is good enough for Ad- 
ventists, who havn’t very many votes. . 

Public Opinion, a neutral New York journal, 
BRyB: 

It is in reality a national struggle that has been entered 
upon in this city. This is equally evident from which- 
ever point of view we look at it. whether as advocates of 
the strictly religious, Puritan Sunday, or of the Euro- 
pean, holiday Sunday. Unless all signs fail, the contest 
will prove one of the greatest and bitterest in the history 
of our country. 

The Star is simply whistling to keep up its 
eourage.— Evening Standard, Leavenworth, Kan. 


Our Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self. Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine's “Age 
of Reason” as & missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
` process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
« Self-Contradictions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self. Contradictions " as well as the “Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. i 

Tar Trora Szexzn’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason" to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
. and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 

Col^nel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 
Sept. 29 New York city............ seen 
. 6 —Boston, Mass. ......... eene eee 
."7—Manohester. N H................. eee 
. 8—Portland, Me. ............ eee 
. 11—Brockton, Mass... eem Sbakspere 
. 12—Pawtucket, R. I......................sses sss Limneoln 
. 18— Providence, R. IL............................uus 
+. 20—Chicago, Til 
. 21—Aurora, 1ll.............-... 
Oot, 22—Joliet, Ill................-. 
Oct. 23—Danyille, Ill 
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Call for the Annual Congress. 
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 25TA, 26TH, AND 27 7H. 


To the Liberals of America, Members of the Free- 
thought Federation and Secular Union, and 
al! Societies organized for the Purpose of 
maintaining a purely Secular Government: 

It is of great importance that -Freethinkers 
should combine. It is of more importance now 
than at any previous period, for there is more work 
to do and the work cannot be-done by isolated 
effort There are vast ecclesiastical combinations 
organized for the express purpose of overthrowing 
Freethought, and also of uniting church and state 
in a more dangerous form than ever before. These 
questions immediately confront us: 

The Taxation of Church Property, 

The Bible in the Public Schools, 

The Sabbath Laws, and 

The Liberty of the Press. 

Property to the value of a billion of dollars is ex- 
empt from taxation in the American Republic, in 
many places religious exercises in the public schools 
are on the increase, and the very foundation of uni- 
versal education is being destroyed. .The conflict 
in regard to Sabbath laws is now waged both in the 
states and in the national Congress, and a central- 
ized political power is being established for the 
purpose of aggrandizing the authority of the church 
in civil matters ; and honest Freethinkers are im- 
prisoned to-day for discussing questions of the ut- 
most importance to human improvement. Against 
these flagrant and ever accumulating acts of injus- 
tice we must unitedly contend. Freethinkers 
throughout the Union, in every state, county, city, 
and village, should be in activ communication, and 
ready to meet at any point the encroachments of 
the church. It is often the case that a Freethinker 
is alone in his community in the open support of 
Liberal thought and principles, and for this reason 
suffers persecutions. Religious bigots assume that 
they can trample upon the Freethinker’s rights 
with impunity on. account of their own vast ma- 
jority. 

When it is well understood that the Freethinkers 
of this country are joined together and will defend 
one another at all hazards, the rights of Freethought 
will be respected and the individual Freethinker 
will hav the power of numbers to support his cause. 
The theologian is naturally a coward. He perse- 
cutes only the minority. He does not trust in God 
unless God has a big majority. When the theolo- 
gian realizes that the Freethinker is not a solitary 
unit, but the representativ of a great force, he will 
not only cease. his persecutions, but even: welcome 
him to social equality. A theologian is very con- 
siderate towards a powerful party, however much 
he despises the humble citizen. 

There is & great contest before.us. We must be 
an organized party or submit to defeat and ostra- 
cism. We cannot fold our hands and do nothing. 
We must become an intellectual, social, moral, and 
political power through & generous and permanent 
comradeship. We can do this only by public meet- 
ings, congresses, associations, and a Freethought 
press. We must use the same instrumentalities 
that are constantly used by the churches. They 
hav their great gatherings, their synods, their coun- 
cils, their conventions, and in this way the churches 
create an immense enthusiasm and exercise & more 
potent sway. These are human, practical, and far- 
reaching means, and Freethought must avail itself 
of such necessary aids. 

All, therefore, are urged to come together at the 
National Congress of the American Secular Union 
and the Freethought Federation of America, to be 
held in New York, October 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1895. 

It is hoped that there will be a large attendance, 
and that measures of co-operation, greater advance 
and usefulness will be adopted and cordially carried 
out by all the friends of freedom throughout the 
country. 

The members of the American Secular Union are 
notified that such amendments to the Constitution 
will be proposed at the coming Congress as will 


enable the Union to consolidate with the Free- 
thought Federation of America. 

The members of the Freethought Federation are 
also notified that changes of the same nature will 
be proposed for its Constitution in order that it 
may unite as an organized body with the American 
Secular Union. 

. It is the general desire that there be one grand. 
national organization adapted to all the needs of 
the present and future work. Without doubt this 
will be determined in a wise, conciliatory, and pro- 
gressiv spirit. Let us close our ranks and meet the 
common enemy, the bigots of the Christian church. 
We work for the future; we work for humanity; we 
work for the best interests of civilization, for the 
liberty and the progress of all Let us stand 
bravely by our colors and unite in the common 
cause. There are vast and profound principles 
which should harmonize superficial differences. We 
hav no creed to support, but always and everywhere 
the. rights of man. This is the mighty battle- 
ground. Let us rally now as never before, with 
earnest convictions, courage, and enthusiasm. We 
cannot evade the issue, neither can the church itself. 
It is liberty or it is slavery. This is the conflict of 
the ages, and in the American Republic all that is 
most precious and ennobling is at stake. 

SamorL P. Putnam, President. 


There is an old gentleman about who has done 
much for my conversion, that is, for bringing me 
back into bondage to superstition. I met him the 
day after the libel trial, and he said he had just 
buried his daughter, by whose side he had watched 
and prayed for many days and nights; “and,” said 
he, “I always thought of you then." “What did 
she die of?" I inquired, feeling sorry for the old 
man’s trouble and bereavement. “Of cancer,” he 
said. “Oh! dear," said I, “what a terrible thing 
to die of!” (I never hear of cancer without a 
shudder more or less). The poor old man now be- 
gan energetically to urge my conversion. “ What !" 
said I, “ worship the thing that makes cancers to tor- 
ture his poor helpless creatures! What! He de- 
serves ten thousand cancers himself!" The old 
gentleman looked sad. He rallied a bit and again 
went for my soul. I repeated, * He deserves a mill- 
ion cancers himself;" and I was rather earnest in 
asserting it. The old gentleman exclaimed, “ Shock- 
ing!" and went his way. Why don’t they worship 
other noxious things? snakes, serpents, sharks, 
ete. ? There is less madness in that than in worship- 
ing the author of all evil. And what can Christians 
think to set up a God, heaven, etc., and then ascribe 
to him the manufacture of cancer? How can peo- 


‘ple worship the thing they feel persuaded is tortur- 


ing and killing innocent friends and relative in so 

inhuman a manner! What a frightful madness this 

is, to be sure! It beats all other superstitions, an- 

cient or modern; and stamps the worshiper the 

lowest and most paltry of animals — Joseph Symes 
ee eS eee 


Twenty years’ imprisonment does not seem an 
over-severe penalty to impose on a husband who 
pours paraffine over his wife, sets her on fire, and 
then stands calmly by while she burns to what is 
commonly known as “a crisp.” The resident of 
Clonmel, Ireland, who did all this was moved to take 
such drastic measures by his belief in witches, and 
more especially by his belief that.the woman whom 
he cremated was a member of that reprehensible 
class. The jurors who tried him evidently held 
that Mr. Cleary’s opinion on the witch question 
should be taken into account, since they convicted 
him of nothing more serious than manslaughter. 
The case establishes, therefore, that in Great Britain 
it is not murder to torture to death any woman whose 
behavior is eccentric enough to suggest demoniac 
possession. Once it was regarded asa pious and 
commendable act to put such people out of the 
way. Nowitis manslaughter. Evidently the world 
moves—and ahead.— New York Zimes. 


Lectures and Meetings. ` 


Tux Newark Liberal League will resume its meetiuga 
the first Sunday (not the Sabbath) in October. Mr. Put- ` 
nam will lecture there in the evening on ‘* Freethought 
in England.” The League meets in Libera! League 
Hall, corner Market and Halsey streets. 


Tux Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Fridays 
at 8.15 P.M., a§ Mercantile Library Hall, Tenth below 
Market street, Philadelphia, September 18th, the Fel- 
lowship will discuss this question: ‘‘ What Can Be Said 
D and Against the Roosevelt Campaign in New York 

ity?" 


FRANKLIN STEINER is now lecturing in Wisconsin. He 
will be in New York to attend the Congress, and then go 
West, lecturing in the states of Pennsylvauia, Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois. About thé first of January he starts 
for Texas, Missouri, Kansas, New Mexico, Arizona, and 
Colorado, Mr. Steiner has had remarkable success for 
the short time he has been in the field. : 
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Ioetters of (Rriends. 


And the “ Pictorial Text-Book.? 
Wess Cr, Mo., Aug 30, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: IJ see it advertised in THE 
Trota SEEKER that you will send the 
**Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " and 
also your paper one year for $3. Find the 


amount inclosed, and send to 
S. E. CARTER. 


DANVILLE, ILL., Aug. 29, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed you will find a 
draft for $6. Be pleased to put my name 
on your subscription list and send me the 
‘Pictorial Text-Book" and other works 
named. Respectfully, D. D. Evans. 


GEORGETOWN, CoL., Aug. 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $4.50. 
Please apply $1.50 to my father John 
Cowen's subscription, and for the remain- 
ing $3 send the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book ” ard Tue TRUTH SxrkzB for 
one year to the new subsoriber herein 
named. Wishing you success in the good 
cause, I remain, as ever, your true friend, 

Macam E. Cowen. 


From the Progressiug South. 


the professor will be able to show the rev- 
erend brother that slinging mud is not 
logic, but that is always the preachers’ 
best weapon, except lying. They hav little 
else to stand upon against the Secularist or 
against Freethought. Yours, a Free- 
thinker of thirty-five years’ standing, 
Joun J. Riser. 


With Settled Convictious. 
SACRAMENTO, OAL., Aug. 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER another year. I am not 
able to read much now, as my eyesight has 
gone back on me of late. I am now nearly 
seventy-seven, and will soon hav to pass in 
my cheoks. 

I hav become thoroughly convinced that 
this life ends all, that the dead know not 
anything, aud that all intelligence comes 
through a live brain. Eternal sleep is a 
happy thought. R. BUTTERFIELD. 


Some People Will Not Learn. 
Capmus, Ky., Sept. 5, 1895. 
Mr. Epitror: I see my time is out the 


1st of the month. I also see you want aud 
need the money due you, which is quite 
natural and I hope the brethren will 
whack up, for there is much need for every 
one to help all he can. 


The churches 


are closing in wherever they hav the power, 
Politics and religion go haud in hand. 
God goes right on demolishing his houses, 
killing his priests, and stunning and mu- 
tilating those that hav met to do him 
honor. And stil they will not take the 
hint. Asa SMITH. 


GUNTERSYILLE, Ana., Sept. 2, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: For theinolosed $6.50 send 
me Tur Trora SEEKER for one year, and 
**'Fonr Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
by S. P. Putnam. : Jouw BEISSER. 


A Cheer. 

Kent, O., Aug. 26, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: Hurrah for Heston! Long 
may he liv to show up to ridicule the idols 
and absurdities of the Christian sect. He 
is now on his best work, illustrating the 
solemn shams of its mythical tramp-god. 
Hoping he may hav courage to continue 
to liberate mankind from its thraldom to 

priestoraft, I am, fraternally yours, 
M. H. HxianrToN. 


A Philosophical ** Earthist ?? 

Srureis, S. D., Aug. 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 
(three Christian gods) to be applied on my 
subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I 
will not say that I can't get along without 
it, for I often do. It does not come regu- 
larly, but as this is the only life that I can 
hav any pleasure in, I don’t bother myself 
with trifles. I believe that the human 
race, at one time, were all lunatics, and 
the churches are schools for perpetuating 
the insanity. I believe that when we die 
we are like drops of rain falling into the 
ocean—we shall never see one another 
again, and we do not need to be afraid of 
meeting our past wives or mothers-in.law. 

I remain, 8 true earthist, 
Txos. HOTCHEISS, 


Confirmed in a Good Habit. 

Brieuron, Ia., Aug. 29, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: As this is the eighty-first 
anniversary of my birth, as my subscrip- 
tion to Tug TRUTH SEEKER is nearly out, 
and as it is my habit to pay in advance for 
my paper, you will find inclosed $3 to 
continue my subscription for another year. 
I hav been taking the paper since soon 
after it was started by D. M. Bennett in 

Tllinois. Tra G. Ruopzs. 


Then Giv Us Free Coinage of Silver. 

Hezer Orry, Uran, Sept. 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Í hav been a long time in 
responding to your call, but it is next to 
impossible to get hold of a dollar since the 
repeal of the Sherman Purchasing act and 
the reduction of the tariff on lead, which 
hav closed down a good many mines, re- 
duced the number of men and also the 
wages in the rest of them, and taken away 
our home market nearly altogether. 'The 
prices we hav received in the last two years 
are starvation prices, and if they last much 
longer very few farmers out here in the 
West will own their homes. I think, like 
all the rest of the people in the West, that 
the nation will never prosper until the 


Grateful Acknowledgments. 
Newakk, N. J., Sept. 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: We hav received your pa- 
per regularly, and thank you very much 
for your kindness in sending it. Kindly 
publish our thanks (if possible) so that 
other publishers may see them and follow 
your example. Hoping that-you will con- 
tinue sending us THE TRUTH SEEKER, we 
remain, Yours respectfully, 
UNIVERSAL WonkINGMAN'S EDUCATIONAL 

CLUB. 


The Pleasure is Mutual. 


Wesr Sutton, Mass., Sept. 5, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I am as glad to be able to 
send, as you will be to receive, the $5 
which I inclose to be applied to my sub- 
scription. I hav felt ashamed every time 
a TRUTH SEEKER arrived since my sub- 
scription expired, but the delay was well- 
nigh unavoidable. 

We heartily approve of the work you 
are doing. We commend your methods, 
and rejoice at the good results. 

Fraternally yours, J. E. PHELPS. 


Between Two Elements. 
CENTERVILLE, CAL., Aug. 26, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $4.25 for the 
accompanying list of books. I am collect- 
ing works of this nature as fast as my cir- 
cumstances will permit. I am about the 
only one in these parts who takes any in- 
terest in Secular doctrins, or cares to spend 
money to read or investigate them. There 
is a large class here who hav no relish for 
investigating anything except food and 
drink, and the rest are mostly under the 


thumb of the priest, or are fettered by 


the creed of religious faith which they 
profess. I read Tax TRUTH SEEKER, and 


also take the Freethought Magazine, be- 


ing much interested in the outcome of the 
` Kaye-Oswald controversy. 


I hope that 


free coinage of silver is restored to the 
people. 


Isend you ¢1—all I can at this time— 


but I can’t do without the old truth teller 
as long as it is possible for me to pay for 
it. 
Brother Wise, but it seems that those that 


If I were able I would like to help 


are the least able are the most willing. 
Your friend and well-wisher, 
ANDREW LINDSAY. 


Dishonorable Clerical Tricks. 
Sr. Joen, KAN., Sept. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I am one of the delinquents 
that you admonish weekly to settle with 
the publisher, but I am sorry that I cannot 
pay up in full. But I will send you what 
I hav and pay the balance as soon as I ean 
make the turn, which will be before long. 
Iam well pleased with THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
aud often wish that I could spare the 
money to get all the Freethought litera- 
ture you advertise, Iam going to move, 
but when I am settled down again I must 
hav your paper once more, for I cannot 
keep house without it. 

A short time ago, one of our friends, a 
good old Freethinker, died, and a few 
days before his death the sky-pilots and 
other Christians crowded themselvs upon 


him to convert him, and they prayed and 
talked God and Christ enough to kill a 
strong man, and when they got through 
the pilot asked him if he believed in 
Christ, and he said, in a murmur, he did 
not believe in a Christ, which were the 
last words uttered, and a few days later he 
died. He died an easy death. After his 
death this same gang forced a funeral ser- 
mon on his friends, aud now the sky-pilots 
are telling the story that they converted 
that Infidel on his death-bed, which is a 
damned lie. He died in just the same belief 
in which he lived; at least, everything 
pointed that way. OLIVER FRANK. 


Early Steam Navigation. 
DANVILLE, Inu., Sept, 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Ever since Mr. Putnam in- 
troduced the subject of ‘‘the first 
steamer,” I hav been expecting some one 
would giv John Fitch’s experience, and 
not only giv him the credit he deserves, 
but giv the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
as correct information as can be found 
concerning the history of early steam 
navigation. My information is taken from 
Johnson's Cyclopedia, and it would be 
profitable for our young readers if they 
would look up the whole article: 

“John Fitch says the happy thought of 
propelling vessels by steam originated with 
him, 1784. In 1785 hecommenced building 
his steamboat. The engin of the same 
was the first double-acting, condensing, 
transmitting power by means of cranks 
ever constructed. On May 1, 1787, Fitch’s 
steamboat, the Perseverance, was put in 
motion on the Delaware river and made 
three miles an hour. After many improve- 
ments were added, the steamboat was suc- 
cessfully tested in 1788. It ran at the rate 
of one mile in seven-and-one-half minutes 
in dead water. With thirty passengers 
the vessel left Philadelphia and, moving 
against the current of the Delaware, 
reached Burlington, a distance of twenty 
wiles, in three hours and ten minutes.” 

L. W. LourTZENHISER, 


A Correction. 
ViNELAND, N. J., Sept. 9, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: We notice a number of er- 
rors in the Herald report of Mr. Hacker’s 
death, which you copied. That is all a 
fabrication about his walking the streets 
and singing his poems and preaching to the 
crowds, and his large fortune was a myth. 
He was never & member of the ** Ten-dol- 
lar Coffin Society," and he never requested 
to be buried in a cheap box and without a 
hearse, but desired a neat, plain, inex- 
pensiv coffin and plain hearse, without 
plumes or glass sides, and his wish was 
carried out as nearly as possible. Not an 
ordinary road-wagon, but a neatly-painted 
hearse conveyed the body to its last rest- 
ing-place in the beautiful Siloam ceme- 
tery. Everything was arrauged decently 
and in order. He was buried in a beauti- 
ful coffin, rosewood finish, lined with a 
shirring of some soft, white material. It 
was a casket nice enough for a prince, and 
we could but say, as we arranged his 
lovely silver hair that curled about his 
noble forehead, and brushed for the last 


-time his long, silken, shining beard, as he 


lay in his coffin: ** He looks like a saint or 
8 patriarch, pure and holy, taking a well- 
earned rest." No expression of pain was 
on the ealm face, and he looked not more 
than sixty. Not wishing a crowd, we had 
the funeral private, and the few dozens 
present were true friends, more than will- 
ing to help. Several friends spoke works 
of praise and tender appreciation, but the 
one sad feature was the want of a speaker 
from the ranks of the Liberals or In- 
fidels with the eloquence of an Ingersoll to 
deliver st the grave a funeral oration that 
would do justice to the memory of the 
grand old hero, Jeremiah Hacker. 
Mrs. H. G. Heacoox, 


A Bigot of a Father. 
Norra Benton, O., Sept 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Within find $2 to apply on 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, the greatest light- 
bearer of the age. The cartoons show up 
the ridiculousness of the diviue theory of 
the Bible better than language. We hav 
a considerable amount of divine foolish- 
ness here yet, but it is passing away. A 
Methodist clergyman recently advertised 
that he would preach as sermon on the 
** Book of Maccabees,” and I went to hear 


ninety: four years of age. 


him. He announced his sermon and read 
two verses in Maccabees, after which he 
said a preacher did not know much about 
the Book of Maccabees, and that was the 
alpha and omega of his sermon. I asked 
him if he knew the Book of Maccabees 
was voted on as cauonical when the Bible 
was voted into existence? He said he did. 
Iasked him: If Maccabees and other re- 
jected books had got a majority of votes, 
would they hav been declared the word of 
God? and he said he supposed they would. 
Said I: ** Does not that settle the divinity 
of the word of God?" but he replied that 
he did not want to discuss that subjeot. 

I heard the will of a Presbyterian read a 
few days ago, and I mention this to show 
the moral rottenness of the teachings of 
the Christian religion. This man, Henry 
Hartzel, was born of Presbyterian parents; 
he was baptized in infancy in the Presby- 
terian church, he always belonged to the 
Presbyterian church, and a Presbyterian 
sermon was preached at his funeral. He 
accumulated a vast fortune. He had 
three women, and outlived them all, 


By his first wife he had three children, 
two boys and one girl; by his second wife, 


five children; by his third wife he had nu 
children. He raised these eight, his 


daughter by his first wife staying with him 
till they were grown up, and, in fact, 


doing the part of a mother to the whole 
family. She was married at the age of 
about twenty-four years, but not to a 
Presbyterian, and went to housekeeping 


in 1851 without a penny's aid from her 


father. Hartzel died last month, over 
He made a will 


in 1890, revoking all his other wills, and 


giving all his estate, both real and per- 
sonal, to six of his children, whom he 
named, leaving out this daughter—who was 
his slave, as might be said, till she was 


twenty-four years old—because she refused 
to marry a Presbyterian instead of the 
man of her choice. That daughter is not 


in destitute circumstances, and proposes 


to erect a monument in memory of her 
dead mother, which has been neglected. 
Yours truly, CHESTER BEDELL. 


Belief au Absurdity. 


RicamonD, Va., Aug. 31, 1895. 
Mn. EprroR: It is a remarkable fact 


that a large majority of intelligent people 


allow their minds to become warped upon 
the subject of religion. To doubt and in- ` 
vestigate is thought to greatly offend an 
imaginary something called God. Labor- 
ing under this impression while reading 
the Bible, common sense is for the time 
laid aside, the reasoning faculties are 
given over entirely to blind credulity, and 
the consequence is that the scriptures are 
believed literally, word for word, from 
Genesis to Revelation. It must be re- 
membered that the supposed inspired book 
was written by men and compiled by men, 
that it is filled with mistakes and contra- 
dictions, and was finally voted upon in a 
convention to decide which of the books 
were inspired and which were not. The 
result of this meeting was that some of 
them were rejected, and the probability is 
that those that were discarded should hav 
been retained, and vice versa. Theolo- 
gians hav from time immemorial taken spe- 
cial delight in harping upon several pas- 
sages in the New Testament, the substance 
of which is, unless a man believes in Christ 
he will be damned; that is to say, unless 
you believe that Christ is actually the son 
of God, and that he is endowed with the 
power of giving an immortal life of hap- 
piness to all those who profess this faith, 
good deeds stand for naught, aud you will 
be cast into everlasting hell.fire. . The 
church has always insisted that an honest 
diabeliefin this creed ia the most diabolical 
of sins, deserving and iucurring the same 
future punishment as murder and rob- 
bery. Under thisamazing dispensation of 
divine law, the world's greatest geniuses, 
philosophers, and benefactors, the most 
refined and cultured element of mankind, 
hav been doomed to the identical fate of 
ruffians and cut-throats. Let us calmly and 
dispassionately consider this, the most 
momentous of all questions; and in doing 
80, I propose to prove that such a doctrin 
of eternal retribution is inequitable and 
unjust, and that it is not in accordance with 
reason. Asan illustration, we will say a 
widow, who has been married twice, goes 
to the cemetery and stands by the graves 
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of her departed husbands. She is in a 
retrospectiv mood, and as she looks upon 
the tomb of her first husband, she remem- 
bers how kind and loving he was to her, 
and what a noble, upright man he had 
been. But he was unable to believe in the 
inspiration of the Bible, and he died as he 
had lived, making no confession or recan- 
tation whatever. She now turns to the 
grave of the second husband, and it flashes 
across her mind how dissipsted and cruel 
he was, and what a contemptible rascal he 
was considered. But he was a firm be- 
liever in the Bible, a member of the 
church, and upon his death-bed he de- 
clared he would be saved, and that faith 
had washed all his sins away. Which of 
the two men had this woman rather meet 
in heaven? Yet, according to the Bible, 
the one that had made her life happy was 
suffering in torment, and the one that had 
made it wretched was an augel, enjoying 
perpetual bliss. In the name of justice 
and mercy, I ask, can this be true? Oan 
there be anything more absurd than the 
dogma of salvation by faith, which teaches 
that a certain belief is necessary in order 
to be saved, and that an honest intellect- 
ual conviction to the contrary merits dam- 
nation. When a man commits a sin, and 
goes to a priest, who in consideration 
of asum of money givs him absolution, 
this man. feels and believes that he will 
never suffer the penalty of his sin, because 
he thinks he has obtained forgivness. Al- 
ways having this easy method of pardon 
in view, he can with impunity do the same 
thing the next day, pay another visit to 
the priest, and again feel contented. I not 
only contend that such a religion is not a 
restraint, but claim that itis the greatest 
demoralizer upon the face of the earth, 
because it offers an escape from punish- 
meat. The first step toward reforming 
the world and banishing superstitjon is to 
abolish the idea that a mere belief in the 
supernatural is a universal panacea for all 
our iniquities. s 

The gospel of Humanity must be 
preached, which says that we must reap 
the result of our acts, that for every injury 
done ample restitution must be made, for 
there is no pardoning power. This is, 
after all, the only true religion. 

DANIEL J. Paxton. 
The Canse in Oregon. 
PORTLAND, OBR., Sept. 5, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: The Seventh Annual Con- 
vention of the Oregon State Secular Union 
will be held at Portland, Or., Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, Sept. 20, 21, and 
22, 1895. 

Liberals of Washington are especially 
and most cordially invited. All who at- 
tend will be hospitably entertained by the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the First Secular 
Ohnreh. Business sessions will be held 


at Labor Couneil Hall, Stark and First 


streets; publio meetings, Friday evening, 
lectures and musical entertainment; Sat- 
urday evening, dramatic performance at 
Turn Halle, corner Foarth and Yamhill 
streets; exhibition of Sunday-school work, 
under the direction of Miss Nettie A. 
Olds, at Turn Halle, Sunday morning, at 
10:30. That alone will well repay a jour- 
ney from any part of the United States. 
The Convention will close with a ball at 
Labor Oouncil Hall, Sunday evening, 
Sept. 22d. 

The opening of the Industrial Exposi- 
tion has been postponed for two weeks, 
which will prevent friends from taking ad- 
vantage of reduced rates. President Jesse 
is negotiating to secure reduced fare on 
railroad lines. In some cases this cannot 
be effected, on account of his not being 
‘able to guarantee the required number of 
passengers. Be sure to inquire for special 
rates when purchasing tickets for the Con- 
vention. 

Neither the summer heat nor the exodus 
to the hop-fieldd has materially affected 
our work in Portland. The attendance 
continues good and the interest unabated. 
The greatest drawback to the work in this 
city is want of a suitable hall in a desirable 
location, When this is obtained, and efforts 
are being made in that direction, we shall 
hav five to eight hundred people every 
Sunday night. Our Sunday-school is mak- 
ing glorious headway. Last Sunday we 
had twenty-nine members in the adult 
class, and fifty-four children in tbe calis 
thenie and flag march, 


The interest awakened can be best gaged 
by the fact that the leading ministers of 
the city, as they severally return from 
their vacations, make Secularism the sub- 
ject of their opening sermons. Last Sun- 
day the two most prominent ministers of 
the city made their sermons the vehicles 
of abuse of Secularism. The enemy are up 
in arms, terribly alarmed, and wailing for 
the loss of their lambs. The imbecil twad- 
dle they get off is most pitiable, but with 
all their volubility and the help of the 
Holy Spirit (i. €, Pnewma—wind) they 
dare not even meet our young Hypatia, 
and the very mention of the old veteran’s 
name threatens them with convulsions. 
Not one of them dares defend his faith in 
public debate. To us it is very encourag- 
ing to know how deeply our success stirs 
them. *'She do move.” 

The secretary of the Sunday-school at 
Vancouver, Wash., has just sent in her 
quarterly report, announcing the average 
attendance of children as thirty-eight. 
The greatest interest is manifest. Liberals 
are very desirous that a lecturer should 
be stationed there, so they can hav a lect- 
ure.every week. Immediately after the 
Convention we hope to make arrangements 
to this effect. 

On August 31, the Dramatic Company, 
an auxiliary of the church, gave their in- 
itial performance at Turn Halle, pre- 
senting the domestic drama, ‘‘ Chimney 
Corner,” and the comedy, ‘Trish Magnet- 
ism,” with a gem selection of songs by the 
Sunday-school children. The performance 
was admitted by all to be most admirable. 
Both pieces were rendered without a flaw,. 
hitch, or error. The reputation of the 
club is secure. 

In the midst of joy we are called to 
mourn. The following from the Oregon- 
ian, the leading paper of this section, tells 
the sad story: 

The funeral,of Mrs. Catherine Kehm, 
aged sixty years, wife of Conrad Kehm and 
mother of Katie Kehm Smith. former 
pastor of the First Secular church of this 
city. was conducted under the auspices of 
the First SeonJar church at the undertak- 
ing parlors of Finlav & Reiger yesterday 
at 2 o’clock p.m. The oration, a tender 
and touching tribute to the memorv of the 
dead, was delivered by Miss Nettie A. 
Olds, in the presence of a large circle of 
friends and relativs. Mrs. Kehm died 
as she bad lived—a Secularist. The in- 
terment, at Lone-Fir cemetery, was at- 
tended by a beautiful and impressiv ser- 
vice, concluding with a song by theSecular 
church choir, ‘Lay Me Low, My Work Is 
Done.” 

Mrs. Kehm had been enjoying good health 
up to a few minutes before her death. For- 
tunately her youngest son, Herman, who 
had been spending a vacation in the coun- 
try, arrived home just in time to receive 
her parting words and looks of love, and 
to make glad the poor old loving heart by 
his affectionate ministrations. She died of 
hemorrhage of the lungs, within twenty 
minutes after being attacked, leaving to 
the lonely sorrow of old age her faithful 
husband and life-long co-worker in the 
cause of mental freedom. 

These sudden deaths, which are occur- 
ring almost every day, remind us we 
should ever be mindful of our duty toward 
our loved ones, and never neglect to glad- 
den their hearts with words and acts of love 
and kindness; for how very sad must be 
the awakening, after some petty jealousy, 
pique, or passion has caused us to scorn, 
neglect, or fail to minister to them, to find 
them suddenly taken fromus. Ah, if we 
could only realize that the happiness of 
life lies in the actions of to-day, and learn 
the lesson that Liberalism teaches, to act 
every day so that to-morrow will bring no 
regrets, we would never be called upon to 
shed the bitter tears of remorse. Life 
hangs upon a thread; then let us liv so 
that when it is suddenly broken we shall 
never feel that our loved ones passed away 
sorrowing for the lack of that affection it 
was our duty to hav bestowed upon them. 

All intending to attend the Convention 
will please write me at their earliest, so 
that arrangements can be made for their 
entertainment. C. B. REYNOLDS, 

Sec. Oregon State Secular Union, 

620 Seventh st., Portland, Or. 

What’s to be Done? 

OnicAao, ILL., Sept. 19, 1895. 
Mz. Eprrog: Behind the veil of the past 


! lie years of work, the work of those who 


stood and those who yet stand within the | 


arena of combat with the monster church. 
Placing the results of the combat in a 
calm light of judgment, one must say with 
disheartened spirit that the combat is un- 
successful so far, 

What is to be done in order to hold that 
monster at least so far beneath you that it 
do not overpower you? A straining of the 
faculties is unavoidable, and though every 
effort seems in vain, effort is still to be 
made and work is not to cease. But the 
work which is to be done must be other 
than that which has been done. Mere ad- 
vertised lecturneering and the spilling of 
ink will not subdue the monster. Taking 
Liberalism aggregatedly, to my results of 
reasoning, it is simply impossible to intro- 
duce ethics of a broad liberal nature if such 
a work is not begun with the first essential 
object to see that the industry of a land 
becomes not impaired. Industry is so 
lame now that many are driven to such 
poverty that the solicitation to hav them 
accept the old religion becomes welcome; 
and hence we see them preach and lie and 
degrade themselvs at the corners of streets, 
spreading the banner of plenty and col- 
lecting the beggingsand charity. An army 
of religious beggars is growing and thereby 
fostering the orude religion which is so 
much &bhorred, and with which so much 
injury has been done to humanity. It 
should be involved in the work of Liber- 
alism that industry maintains its healthy 
channels, for then alone the work of Lib- 
eralism will tell. The Freethinker who 
givs wide scope to his investigation must 
understand that Liberalism means practi- 
cal action, that a great movement must 
comprise in its component demands a 
furtherance of the essentials of human 
existence. If it merely confines itself to 
the untruths and curiosities of biblical 


dogmas, and don’t become of broader | 


function, it will be equally a curiosity, not 
assisting humanity, and of unintrinsic 
worth when confronted with the every-day 
ailments of the people to which it addresses 
itself. 

The largest possible development of in- 
dustrial life in the medicin for the sick, is 
the oil for the Freethinker. It is the bul- 
wark that protects us from religious ty- 
rants. The religious tyrants work upon 
economic principles; and whenever in- 
dustry becomes impaired, it is more or 
less their plot_to hav it so, and to take ad- 
vantage of the moment, drawing mankind 
back into religious fanaticism, thus creat- 
ing an army of force and crossing the 
earnest efforts of Liberalism. 

The object of second consideration for 
the Freethinker, in his work of Liberalism, 
is to hav an all-seeing eye over the system 
of public schooling, that its teachers as 
well are purely secular and free from any 
taint of sectarianism, A public school is a 
state school, aud a state school is not and 
cannot be & parochial school. A parochial 
school js the school of a society, and, if 
the society chooses to send its children 
there, it may do so, but this society has 
no right to force its artificial svstem of 
doctrins and usages into a state school. 
A state school may cease to exist if the 
citizens choose to withdraw their children 
from it, but if it ceases to exist it must 
cease as & pure, secu'ar, unadulterated 
state school. It iss crime and a villainy for 
any religious, credulous society to inter- 
fere with & state school when it don't wish 
to send its children there, and when it has 
its own school and the state don't inter- 
fere to injure it. 

The third important objeot for the Free. 
thinker to look to, in his work of Liberal- 
ism, as & fundamental work, is, that he 
must build up a union of activ workers, 
and hav constitutional provisions for 
the mutual assistance of his fellow-mem- 
ber with respect to the economic well- 
being of his co-worker. Means must 
be at hand, and if the proper mode of 
operation is found and chosen and prac- 
ticed, means, sufficiently, will come. It 
depends upon the caliber displayed in an 
organization to assure respect and success, 

If the activ worker happens to be a well- 
to-do man, he is so much better off, but if 
he is poor, and is dependent for a liveli- 


‘hood, he exposes himself to persecution 


and trouble should he make earnest and 
telling and thorough attempts at work of 
agitation. He therefore needs every sap- 
port and an income assured to him, 


Such are the cornerstones of the edifice, 
and no matter what ecclesiastic precedent 
or bad fungi may vegetate within the or- 
ganization, if the cornerstone is well 
founded the work will flow as smooth as 
oil. If these fundamental objects are 
neglected, all attempts will fail because, 
being attempts founded upon sand, the 
showers and storm will clear them away. 
The organization is laughed at; it becomes 
rent within itself, and the more earnest 
you try to be the more insane you will 
appear when the cornerstone and founda- 
tion are not there. 

Intelligence must be patronized and, in 
a manner, be supported. The church does 
this. A union must be founded upon 
principles by which it cannot be rent. 
Religion has this. Religion makes use of 
the babe already by a baptism to further 
its bad cause. It follows up the babs 
through its childhood and youth, and 
makes use of its intellect by either en- 
tirely dwarfing it, or capturing it for the 
seminary, where it becomes trained to as- 
sist in the crimes which the clerical ban- 
dits commit against the world. 

Beware also of mingling the cause of 
Liberalism with numerous other isms. It 
is idiotic to indulge in Utopian theories, 
for they belong to the ideal unreal. That; 
which I can reach is tangible, and there- 
fore real, and I cannot afford to pass iti 
and reach out farther for anything in-- 
tangible and mere Utopian. The Free- 
thinker must work on limited ground 
where he can reach about. The Free- 
thinker must be consistent and limited in 
his purpose, and Freethought cannot be 
of universal function, but it must be con- 
s‘stently extensiv in its demands and claims 
and purpose. J. U. Manota. 


NEW BOOKS 


ROB'T C, INGERSOLL 


The Field -Ingersoll Diseus- 
sion. Price, 25 cents. 
In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
. do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, 25 cents. 


When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in tha North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 

- their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, campletely demol- 
ished the greatest controvorsialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 
This is one of Colonel Ingersoll's 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Tho Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETE PLACE, New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Rav. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office, 
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@hildren’s (Sorner. 


Looking over the ponderous tomes till 
he comes to the W's, he will run his finger 
down the long line, where he finds my 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall | name and calls out, '*Wixon, Susan H., 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- | Fall River, Mass., U. S. A.—Deeds done 


tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to Iower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


The Retort. 


in the body," and he will begin to read so 
many things that I hav forgotten— ** lNéle, 
nameless, unremembered acts of kindness 
and of love," that I shall be astonished 
myself to think they wererecorded. ‘‘ Pass 
to the incident that she has related, if 
there," says Peter, doubtingly. The man 
will turn a few pages, and say, ‘‘ Yes, here 


One dav, a rich man, flushed with pride and | it is, only there is more to her credit than 


wine— 
Sitting with guests at table, all quite merry— 
Conceived it would be vastly fine 
To crack a joke npon his secretary. 


" Young man,” said be, "by what art, craft, or 
trade, 
Did your good father earn his livelihood?” 
“ He was a Saddler, sir,” the young man said, 
“ And in his line was always reckoned good.” 


* A saddler, eh? And had you stuffed with Greek 
Iastead of teaching you like him to do! 
“ And pray, sir, why did not your father make 
A saddler, too, of you?" 


At this each flatterer, as in duty bound, 
The joke applauded, and the laugh went round. 


At length the secretary, bowing low, 
Said (craving pardon, if too free he made), 
“Sir. by your leave. I fain would know 
Your father’s trade.” 


* My father’s trade? 
bad; 
My father’s trade! Why, blockhead, art thou 
mad? ; 
My father, sir, was never brought so low; 
He was a gentleman, I'd bav you know.” 


Why, sir, but that's too 


“ Indeed, excuse the liberty I take; 
But if your story's true, 
How happened it your father did not make 


A gentleman of you?” — Anon. 
—< 
How I Shall Get to Heaven. 
IT 


When at last death, the benefactor, came, 
and Joseph lay calm and still, quite free 
from pain and all disturbing influences, 
his body, robed for the last long, sweet 
sleen, was placed in a casket, as good as I 
would desire for myself, and taken into 
the best room in the house. At the proper 
time, friends, both white and dark, were 
invited to come in to psy their last re- 
speots, and speak the last farewellto the 
elay that bore the name of Joseph, once 
full of life, hope, and animation, now ly- 
ing limp, cold, aud helpless. 

In accordance with his wishes, his pastor 
came to speak the last few words at the 
funeral, for I never interfered with his re- 
ligious fancies, and the singers with whom 
he had been wont to associate came and 
sang the tunes he most liked to hear. It 
was on the 23d day of August, 1894, and 
through the open windows floated the 
strains of 

Jesns, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
And then, at the close of the service, 
Nearer my God to thee, 
Nearer to thee, 
was chanted as only the Afro-Americans 
know how to render it. 

And when this service was over, we laid 
his body gently and carefully away in our 
family burial lot in Oak Grove cemetery, 
where sleep my father, mother, and little 
Susie. In all these cares, my sister was s 
willing helper. Together we watched over 
and nursed the sick one, day and night. 

I do not claim that this was more than 
I or she, or anyone, should hav done, or 
ought to do, nor’ yet do I tell it in any 
boastful sense, or with any vainglory. 
Nor was it done for Christ’s sake, or think- 
ing that the doing of the same would take 
me to heaven, for such thought never on e 
entered my mind. But that which I did 
was for poor, suffering humanity’s sake 
only. 

When IJ shall hav told this to Peter, he 
will say, ‘‘Your name and former resi- 
dence.” I shall reply, ‘‘Susan Helen 
Wixon, Fall River, Massachusetts, U. S. 
A." “Member of church, and if so, what 
denomination?” he will further inquire. 
**T was never identified with any particu- 
lar church—my views seemed to be broad- 
er and more liberal than any ohurch I 
knew of on earth,” will be my answer. 

Then Peter will turn to the busy type- 
writer who keeps the account of deeds 
done in the body, and will ask this ques- 
tion, ** What does the record say?” 


she has told." ‘‘And you did not do this 
and other deeds for Jesus’ sake, and hóp- 
ing for reward?" and Peter will look at 
mein some surprise. **No, sir," I shall 
reply emphatically. At the same moment I 
| shall catch the sound of a voice chanting 
low and sweet from a far-off aisle, but 
perfectly plain, these words: ‘‘ Inasmuch 
as ye hav done it unto one of the least of 
these, my little ones, ye hav done it unto 
me.” 

‘Is there anybody here to vouch for 
this story as told by this lady and written 
in the Book of Life?” and Peter will speak 
up loud and distinctly. Immediately from 
the shining host there will emerge an angel, 
his face glowing with happiness and peace, 
and he says, ‘‘I vouch for it—I, Joseph 
Williams. She did it all and more.” 

The pearly gates will then swing wide 
upon their golden hinges, the music of 
millions of voices will burst upon my ears, 
and myriads of hands will be outstretched 
to greet me; among them I shall see the 
sister who died before I was born, my 
brothers, my father and mother, dear little 
Susie, and all my loved ones who went be- 
fore into the unknown country. 

The chieftain of the guard will say, 
** Miss Wixon, you hav the freedom of the 
city. As you roamed o'er the earth, free 
and fearless, as you were bound by no 
ecclesiastical sect, fettered by no creed, 
eramped by no theological chains, we can 
not put them upon you here. You hav 
the same liberty here that you had on 
earth. Go and come at your own pleasure, 
and none shall harm or molest you.” 

With Joseph for my guide, T shall start 
on a tour of inspection. From the en- 
trance we go down a sort of Midway Plai- 
sance, with booths and inclosures on either 
side. The noise is something terrific, bells 
jangling, folks screaming, horns blowing, 
and music strings twanging, all sadly out 
of tune. ‘* What is all this, Joseph?" I 
ask. ‘‘Oh, dey is de different creeds, you 
know. Yonder is de Mef'dist, an’ nex’ to 
dem is de’Piscopals. Done you see ole 
——- —, dat ye uster know, he stanin’ up 
er readin’ outer er prayer-book, jess de 
same as eber—see how big he feel. Ober 
dere is de Baptis’ folks, all walled up—dey 
is clos’ communion, jess de same, dey is. 
An’ dey got a puddle in dere whar dey do 
baptizin’.” ‘Where sre the Presby- 
terians, Joseph?” I ask. ‘‘Right ober dere, 
Miss Susan; in dere whar de blue lights 
shine, in dat pen, dere’s de Preseterians. 
Dem ministers you uster know, who was 
wid ye on de school committy— Rev. Mr. 
——, an’ —— ——, an’ —— ——- dey is in 
dere. Sometimes dey gets outen de pen, 
an' dey goes off by demsels, but dey come 
back mosely. Ober yonder is de Conga- 
tionals. De Holiness folks, dey is in dat 
little pen yonder, and de Mormons is ober 
dare, and dem folks ye see on dere knees 
in de mud is de Salvation Army. Dem big 
buildings off der ‘longs to de Cat’lics, an’ 
here eomes a priest wid a bag o' gole in 
both his han's—'tis all for de chu’ch, ye 
know. Dat’s what dey all say. De Chi- 
nese an’ de Hindoos an’ all de nations, dey 
all here, and dere havin’ a parleyment of 
all de ’ligions up dere—ye can go an’ see 
'em, if ye wants to.” 

We pass one big bazaar on our walk 
through the Plaisance, with all kinds of 
curious images displayed. Joseph informs 
‘me they are all the various idols and gods 
used on earth, and now on exhibition in 
heaven. It is a marvelous display and at- 
tracts many visitors. I am much amused 
as Joseph points out the many emblems 
and objects, grotesque, revolting, fright- 
ful, or otherwise, and calls them all sacred. 

** Ye see, chile, dey counts from de begin- 
nin’. Dere’s beetles an’ bugs, an’ snakes, 
an’ trees, an’ oxen, sn’ oder beasties; im- 
ages of fokes, too, an’ rain-gods, an’ sun- 


gods, an’ fire, an’ debils, an’ eberyting dat | " Intercourse Between the Soul and Body." 


eber was washiped, an’ de las’ one is a big 
book—see.” 
“And where are the golden harps, the 
crowns, and white robes, Joseph?” 
S. H. W. 
[CoNGLUDED NEXT WEEE. ] 
nn 


Too Well Gronnded in Truth to be Shaken. 


Mrs. Gifford, in her zeal, has written a 
long letter to one of our boys of the Cor- 
ner—Charley Carlton—and sent him some 
**T,ook to Jesus” tracts and cards. She 
means well, and is evidently sincere, and 
we all like sivcerity and good motivs. 
But for Charley, boy as he is, to follow 
her instructions, would be like going back- 
ward along way. Our boys and girls of 
the Corner are too well grounded in truth 
to be swayed by the breezes of supersti- 
tion. They are good, sensible, bright 
boys and girls, and would not do anything 
wrong and injurious for all the world, that 
is, if thev follow the teachings of the edi- 
tor of this department. Certainly, if Mrs. 
Gifford feels like praying for Charley, he 
will not object, but we know that all her 
prayers, though numbered by the million, 
will only go to show their uselessness. 
The universe is governed, not by prayer, 
but by law, and there are no miracles. 


.| The other name of miracle is ignorance. 


We are sorry for Mrs. Gifford, and wish 
she could be brought to see the light ae it 
is in reason and common sense. She would 
then no longer be miserable and unhappy 
in the anticipation of an eternity of misery 
and unhappiness for herself or anybody 
else, but joy and peace would reign in her 
heart. S. H. W. 


— cb 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 

Lulu looked bright and rosy when she 
came into the dining-room, but she said, 
as she poured the cream on her oatmeal: 

“I guess mamma was right about two 
pieces of chocolate cake being too much 
for tea. Anyway, I havn’t slept very well. 
Why, I believe I turned over a thousand 
times." 

**Is it possible?" exclaimed papa, look- 
ing very serious. ‘‘Let’s see! How long 
were you abed? Ten hours? That would 
be about 100 times an hour, or once every 
86 seconds. A thousand times! Why, 
how tired you must be!"— Youth’s Com- 
panion. 

— ee ee 


Correspondence. 


Rooxvinuz, InAHo, Aug. 18, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
drop you a few lines and send you a letter 
from Delia Gifford that I got the last time 
I wrote to the Children’s Corner. Also an 
Indian arrow-head and some rattlesnake 
rattles. I will send you the collection as 
soon as soon as I get it gathered; it will 
have some of nature's drawings. Yours 
very truly, Cuas. C. CARLTON. 

(Thanks for the pretty arrow-point and 
the rattles. 

Poor Mrs. Gifford! It is quite evident 
that her religion has nearly turned her 
brain, and it is pitiful. While Charley 
is in no need of her prayers, her sincerity 
is to be respected, and if it does her good 
to pray, it can certainly do him no harm. 
He will keep straight on in the path of 
duty, doing all the good he can, and living 
the true and upright life that ever makes 
the respected citizen, the honorable mem- 
ber of the community.—Ep. C. C.] 


THORNBURG, IA., Sept. 8, 1895. 

Susan H. Wixon — Madam: I was 
amused at the pious, motherly advice which 
Delia A. Gifford givs you in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER of Aug. 31st, and greatly delighted 
by your answer. Such expositions never 
come amiss. even in the Children’s Corner. 
They are good for the children, and good 
for grown people. Let us hav some more 
occasionally. 

We hav your books, ‘‘Story Hour” and 
“ Right Living.” Both of them are splen- 
did. For small children the pictures of 
‘Story Hour" make good amusement. 
For older ones the text matteris excellent. 

I hav taught school a number of years, 
and while so engaged often wished we 
could hav such works, free from supersti- 
tion, in the public school at least. 

Yours truly, E. D. Nauman. 


(Thank you, friend Nauman, for kindly 
words of praise. They help us in our 
work, and take the chill off when others 
say things which hurt, as they sometimes 
thoughtlessly do. —Ep. OC. C.] 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. rice, 5 cents. 
Interesting bok: by same author: 


* Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 Dp.,...... .75 
“ Divine Love and Wisdom,” 248 pp....... “75 
“ Divine Providence.” 308 DD.,....... es. £75 
u Gonjugal Lov." 472 pp. ....... cece ee B100 
“True Ohris'iau Religion." 982 pp ........ 1.50 
= Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1,2, 8,4 each, $1 


Send for Desoriptive.Oatalogue to the American 
Swedenborg .Printi^g and Publishing. Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Fonr Centnries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance 
12mo, 300 pP., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1 25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. E .. boards. $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


FOR SALE! 


Having been appointed administrator of the es- 
tate of the late Lulie Monros Power, consisting 
of the Franchise and Equipment of the /roncfad 
Age, I now place tho same upon the market. 

itis the desire of the heirs. Mr. It. H. Power 
and daughter, that the paper be perpetuated. 
Being in its fortieth year and well established 
wi h a circulation reaching into every state and 


territory in the Union. and located atone of the 
best points of distribution in the country, I feel 
that it would be remiss in me nof to give those 
interested in Jonrnalism of this olass an oppor- 
tunity to buy and continue it. I will hola the 
same open fo^ private sale for 30days If, at the 
expiration of that time, it is not disposed of, I 
will sell at public sale. | 

The oftice 13 fully equipped with material and 
machinerv to issue any kind of publication and 
commer^ial job work; besides thera is over $520 
worth of stock, book: and valuable library. 

. Aadress | C. E GEISENDORFF, 
Indianapolis, Ind. Administrator. 


TWO DOLLARS FOR ONE. 


“THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ^ 


The only paper publishe’ for the voung that is 
free fromsuperstision One year 50 cents Six 
months, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Lrtile 
Freethinker has been enlarged and improved 
and is now àa paper Liberals may be proud of. 
Ill send Little Freethinker, Hoote's Health 
Monthly, and The slayflower Magazine oue 
vear, the Home. a 16-pago story paver, and twelve 
fine flowe ing t ulbs of different kinds. al! for $1. 
Addres: ELMINA D SLENKER, 
3t37 Snowvile, Pulaski county, Va. 


Correspondents Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the ages of 20and40 years. Address L. C. I., care 
Truth Seeker office. 10097 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to repair, 
clo ely regulate and return watches 2d or 3 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butchered instead of restored Many 
are now making money but mau? wore can make 
money easy by Sending me the work of their 
friends and neighbor:. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, etc. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wattstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Sporn, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badye. 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


HIGHEST QUALITY OF ALL. 


Columbia 
Bicyeles 


THE STANDARD 
FOR ALL ....6 


qun. 
d 


AVE you feasted your 
eyes upon the beauty 
and grace of the 1895 
Columbias? Have you 
tested and compared 
them with all others? 


POPE Only by such testing can 
mPa: you know how fully the’ 
Hartford, Conn, COlumbia justifies its 
prancnes. proud title of the Stand- 
New yonk Ard for the World. And 
CHICAGO 


the price is but 
BAN FRANCISCO 


PROVIDENCE 
BUFFALO 


An Art 
Catalogue 


of these famous wheels 
and of Llartfords, $8 
$60, free at any Colum- 
bia Agency, or matled 
Jor two a-cent stamps. 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as “ Eye-openers,' in doing ‘* Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 

They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so tow in piice that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 


- not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
ad of Christians Generally. H. Clay 
suisse e isecesQese d quis desse NET 10 
Astro-Pheology. L.L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 
be but an Allegorical representation of 
the sun's course through the different 
zodiaoal signs8............ceceeg eene 5 
Aposties of Christ. Austin Holyoake... .... 5 
The Bibl e Aoa Disproved by Nature. 


Blas Lees and ins Bible. C B Reynolds meee 
The Book of Esther. A Specimen of Wh 
Passes as the Inspired Word of God 
Buddhist Nihilism, Prof. ©. Max Muller. .. 5 
Constantine the Great, Portrayiug the Ini- 
quity ol of the First Christian mperor. 
H. Preston vas sides: o cer esee ox onn 8 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
his is the statute under which Mr. J. 
B. Wise is now indicted for sending & 
verse from ine Bible through the mail.) 


T. B. Wakem 
Cruelty and Oredulity of the Human Race. 
Dr. DanielArter............... ee eese 2 
Christianity a Borrowed Xystem. Bennett. 2 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 
Oivilization. Charles Watts ............ 5 
The Christian Deity. Charles W. 
The Christian Faith. 200 Questions Without 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between & 
Christian Missionary and a Chinese 


Mandarin: 35. cssessseas ects ne snnt Ern 2 
The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Qhristian, Scheme of Redemption, 


Tho Church and Freethought. Suis 
BIGIBOP. eise ces aas xa a e ERE E YE Sd 10 


Congress and Sunday Laws. (hall the Mails 
pped on. unday?) By the Editor 
be mer ruth Seeker.. 8 
The Constitution and Holy "Days and Holi. 
days. Putnam . 1 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besani.. 1 
The Devil's Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 
Due. John Syphers.. i EMEN. 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den. D. M. Bennett... 2 


Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 

Austin Holyoake.................. eee 5 
Decadence of Christianity.. 1 
The Decline of Faith. J & Remsburg.. 5 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts.. 2 
Does here Exist a Moral Governor of the 

niverse? Austin Holroake 8 

Doubts of Infidels. Questions by à a Weak but 

Sincere Christian. 
The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 5 
Evolntion Tea Teaches Neither Athei:m nor Ma- 

eri: 
Evolution ot "Israel! sG 
Essays on Miracles. David H 
Father, Son, and pre 
The Fear of Death 
Foundations. John Sy 
Free Speech and Free 


ba E qongshore 
Bennett 


1 
Few Worden about the Devil. Chas. Bradisugh 3 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas. ete 3 
The Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besant.. 2 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann.. 1 
The Gospel of Christianity and the Gospel of 
Freethought. Annie Besant 
Has Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situated? Austin 
Holyoake occ ee eee cee cee cere ese Rie 8 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of lis 
Occurrence. Prof. Louis Etsberg........ 3 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh 
If You Take Away My Religion What Will You 
Give Mein lts Steıd? H. B. Martin, M. D. 3 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson... J0 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher............. eese. 1 
Infidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 5 
gersoll Catechised. Wih Mr. Ingersoll’s 
Poem on Robert Burns.. 
Ingersoll on McGlynn ... 
The Ws We Endure: Thei 
D. M. Bennett, . 5 
Is the Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 2 
5 
5 


Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden.. 


Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh .. ses od 
Land Question. Charles Bradlsugh..... PEL 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoak 2 
Lay Sermon. Robert Q. Ingersoll............. 5 


Legendof Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
of Jesus Christ 

Logic of Death: or, pe By Sh^uld the Atheist 
FeartoDie? By G.J. Holyoake 

The Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
ples of f Freethougot. G. J. Holyoake.. 8 

Dudiorous CARD of Christianity. A. Hol- 


5 
Liberty a 
The Liberty of Printing Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 8 
Literature of the Insane. F.R Marvin, M.D. 5 
1 
5 
8 


and Morality. Monoure D. Conway. 


“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 
People are off in Hell..................... 
Materialism an! Crime. B FUnderwood.. 
Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of Re- 
vival Doctrine 
Natural Religion vs. Revealed Religion. An- 
nie Besant. ..... ...... 
New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh... 3 
New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh 


New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh....... 8 
New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh......... 8 
New Life of Moses. ros Bradlaugh MENOR 8 
The New Faith. J. L Stoddard............... 1 
The New Age B Bell.llckxree a Geceemi 5 
The Old Religions and the New. W.S. Bell. 1 
On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant. 2 
On Prayer. Annie Besant............... 8 
On the Religious Education of Children. 

Annie Besant. written during her 

Transition from Christianity... 2 
Open Letter to my Old Friends the Quakers. 

B: Dy MGOPG a cise iscesssex X ok rasa ra ned 1 
Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingersoll.............. 10 


Dur Lord And Savior Jesus Ohrist. T E Lo: g- 


TON EERLIEEI ICONE ERN ETLIT CUTEM 5 
Paine and  Woaloy: John E Remsburg 5 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. 8 B Duryea, 

B Wakeman, Q R Hawes...............-- 5 


Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsburg.. i 
Philosophy of Secularism. Oharles Watts.... 2 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as described 

a Bible. Per dozen.. . 10 
Plea for ‘Atheism, Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 


Poverty: Its Effects on the Politieal Condi- . 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlangh. 1 
Protestant Persecutions am Cobbett.. 


The EM of Bap 8 er ttiam Eter- 

unishmen 3 

Religion of Inhumanity. penn coek Harrison. 10 
Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 
“ Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the Editor of 

The Truth Seeker......................-.. 8 

Revivalism Examined. A. G. Humphrey..... 2 
A Remarkable Book a Review of Greg's 


Creed of Christendom. H. W. Douglas 

in Oanadian Spectator.. 1 
The Safe Side. H B Brown ................... 2 
Science and Bible Antagonistic. Chas. Watts. 3 
A Secular Prayer. gostin Bu oake.......... 1 
Secular Responsibilit olyoake...... 2 
The Stage and the Pulp it. Robt G Ingersoll. 3 


Superstition Displayed. Wm. Pitt's Celebra- 
: ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 
Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 
J Jasper’ 8 Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


ruf, 
Thoughts on Atheism. Can Man by Searcn- 


ing Findout God. Austin Holvoake... 3 

The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 10 

The True Basis of Morality. Annie Besant.. 2 
The Truth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 
Reply to some of the Buaday-achool 

tories About Him 

Two Short Sermons, 

Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
Were m and Eve Our First Parents? 

Charles Bradlaugh........................ 3 

What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 8 

Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.. 2 
When Did Paul Live? Scholastions prp? 


Rev. Theologicu 


mae THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette place, New E 


Book Notes. 


Anyone having a set of the Humboldt 
Library, cloth bound, and wishing to dis- 
pose of the same at a reasonable figure 
may find a purchaser by addressing this 
office. 

We hav received the **Handbook of 
Freethought.” It is a small encyclopedia 
of fact, argument, logic, and science, pre- 
sented as evidence against the false claims 
of orthodoxy. In this book you can put 
your finger on the arguments that over- 
throw orthodoxy. In his preface to the 
work Mr. Bell says: ‘‘I hav aimed in pre- 
paring this work to put into compaot and 
orderly form a large amount of irrefra- 
gable evidence against the superstitions of 
the church. I hav often felt the need of 
such 8 work for my own use. The matter 
herewith presented has been culled from 
some of the ablest writers living and dead. 
Asa book of reference I hope it may be a 
valuable aid to all investigators and truth 
seekers. Its ranning headlines, chapter 
beads, subheads, and classified subjects 
make it a * handbook.’ ” Mr. Bell has cer- 
tainly produced a valuable book, and we 
take pleasure in saying that we find it to 
be about the most useful work we now hay 
in our library. Every Freethinker should 
hav this work. It is handsomely bound 
and consists of 381 pages and an index, 
and sells for $1 in cloth and 50 cents in 
paper.— Truth. 

Says the New York TRUTH SEEKER: “A 
Short time ago we said this to more than 
thirty Liberal writers: There has been a 
great deal of talk at various times and by 
a good many of the leading Liberals about 
the Positiv or Oonstructiv side of Liberal- 
ism. It is stated that there is an Affirm- 
ativ as well as a Negativ philosophy con- 
nected with the Freethought movement; 
and that Liberals should build a religion 
or philosophy or system of morality, as 
well as destroy the system founded on su- 
perstition and supernaturalism." To ob- 
tain for publication the opinion of these 
writers on this subjeot the matter was put 
thus: ‘‘Is there au Affirmativ, Positiv, 
Oonstruetiv side to Freethought? If not, 
the reason why? If there be, in what, in 
your opinion, does it consist, and in what 
should it consist?” We believe with our 
contemporary that ‘‘this expression of 
opinion on this subject will be one of the 
most valuable and interesting contribu- 
tions ever made to the literature of Free- 
thought, and may mark the beginning of a 
new era in the development of the mental 
world.” We trust every Liberal will read 
this symposium aud circulate it among his 
neighbors for their enlightenment. In 
pamphlet form, 25 cents.—Zruth 


i 


Severan ministers hav preached ser- 
mons against the wearing of bloomers by 
women bicyclists. The passage in holy 
writ depended upon as a crusher is found 
in Deuteronomy xxii, 5: ‘‘The woman 
shall not wear that which pertaineth untoa 
man, for all that do so are an abomination 
unto the Lord.” Evidently these ministers 
would hav the women discard shoes, stock- 
ings, and their intimate clothing. 

x — Ébn— 

Ir is reported that Mr. Keir Hardie, the 
Socialist ex-member of the British Parlia- 
ment, now on 8 tour of this country, met 
with a very cool reception at Denver from 
the Populist ex-Governor Waite of Colo- 
rado. Waite is said to be opposed to the 
Sabbatarian and extreme moralistic and 
religious views of Hardie, and says that 
all that is goodi in Socialism is incorporated 
in the People's party platform. 
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three times as many portraits. 
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investment. 
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organized force. 


of the men and women who have taken part in the movement. 
unites the past and the present. It is & world book and a home 
It fulfils the promise of its inception, and is the most 
magnificent work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker’? One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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book. 
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HE TRUTH SHEKER COMPANY announced in Octo- 

ber that this superb work was at last ready for delivery. It 
had been in preparation for so long that some of the subscribers 
were getting a little impatient and wondering when they would 
have the opportunity to see for themselves whether it possessed 
all the merits élaimed for it by the publishers. 
realize the magnitude of the work, and that the six months’ delay 
in getting it out was due to the fact that they were to have fifty 
per cent more reading than they had been promised and nearly 
Such was the case, however. 
stead of six hundred pages of letter-press there are nearly nine 
hundred, and the fifty portraits promised in the prospectus have 
multiplied to one hundred and forty-one! Considering the fact 
that the illustrations are the most costly part of the book—as 
undoubtedly to many they will also be the most attractive—and 
properly estimating the expense of the extra three hundred pages 
of text, itis evident that the subscriber received about one hundred 
per cent more for his $5 than was guaranteed to him. 
nearly eleven hundred copies of the volume subscribed for were 
sent out, and now we know what the recipients think of their 
Judging by the letters that reach this office, they are 
not only satisfied—more than satisfied—but surprised and de- 
lighted that they got such a bargain. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or Frer. 
THOUGHT, it covers nearly every phase of progress and development 
and presents them in such orderly sequence as to give the best 
possible picture of human evolution. In Part First we have Free- 
thought as a manifestation and influence; in Part Second, as an 
With this history are given sketches cf the lives 
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"reethought] 
By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, n65 pp., Gilt Sides and 
Back, Marbled Edges. 
With The Truth Seeker for One Year, 


141 FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS! 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers, of the Past 
Four Hundred Years. 


$5. 


$6.50. 
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GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


An inquiry into the powers of governwent, and 
an argument for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and Property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal just/ce to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKEP, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


WITH DAUBHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that s splendid TOBE poem 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. 
Ingersoll. Tt is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. Inthe center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 

-urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, '* one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


Address 


A NEW an 


THE DIEGESIS 


. BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 
Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Fortn. 
By REV. RÜBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PBRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
-Lafayette place. New York. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn th these beauti: ongso 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and > herp osts 
and sing them in your homes, makiig aem hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A OoPY -G:sen cloth 

Bilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 3 1.8. 
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Gems of F hought. {Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices 


Liuerry, like the sun, should know no 
day of rest. —New York Worid. 


- Tue standard which no genius ever 
reached is his own severe conception.— 
Hawthorne. 


Tux person who takes things for granted 
is apt to find that he has no title to them. 
— Galveston News. 3 


To be able to discern that what is true is 
true, and that what is false is false —that is 
the mark and character of intelligence. — 
Emerson. i 


Houxrxzx was a Hiram of Tyre, who fur- 
nished tımber and stone out of the prime- 
val forests and rock.— W. H. Lyon, in 
Christian Register. 


Tar influence of Professor Huxley has 
been and, we fear, will continue to be very 
pernicious to the cause of religion. — New 
York Observer ( Presbyterian). 


WaaTEVER institutions we hav should 
be for the protection of the individual. 
There is nothing else to protect that ought 
to be protected. —Z. C. Walker. 


. Waar we need is av individual freedom 
larger even than that which we now enjoy 
—a larger opportunity for the best men to 
gain all the advantages possible for the 
free employment of their abilities, to the 
end, among other things, that they may 
increase opportunities for others, and es- 
pecially for men of humbler powers.— 
Harper's Weekly. 


Taar cur principle [that cf liberty] how- 
ever bsfüed or delayed, wili finally tri- 
umph, I do not permit myself to doubt. 
Men will pass away — die, die politically 
and naturaliy; but the principle will liv, 
and hv forever. Organizations rallied 
around that principle may, by their own 
dereliction, go to pieces, thereby losing all 
their time and labor; but the principle 
will remain, and will reproduce another, 
and another, till the final triumph wili 
come.— Abraham Lincoln. 


Posravmous fame will belong to- Huxley 
as one of the great teachers of the last half 
of the nineteenth century, not because he 
broke from tradition, but for the reason 
that, following Plato, he believed that the 
acquisition of wealth, the possession of 
cleverness, and acquiescence to dogma 
were things which were mean ‘‘and not 
worthy to be called education at ali."— 
Barnett Phillips, in Harper's. Weekly. 
[And because he believed ail this he 
**proke from tradition,” for strict loyalty 
to tradition renders impossible such a life 
as his beliefs demanded. | 


Ar present the most powerful and most 
instructed mind has neither the knowledge 
nor the capacity required for symbolizing 
in thought the totality of things. Occu- 
pied with one or other division of nature, 
the man of science usually does not know 
enough of the other divisions even rudely 
to conceive the extent and complexity of 
their phenomena; and supposing him to 
hav ade quate knowledge of each, yet he is 
unable to think of them as a whole. Wider 
and stronger intellect may hereafter help 
him to form a vague consciousness of them 
in their totality.— Herbert Spencer, 


Ir has been claimed by the Christian 
critics that Voltaire was irreverent; that 
he examined sacred things without so- 
lemnity; that he refased to remove his 
shoes in the presence of the burning bush; 
that he smiled at the geology of Moses, 
the astronomical ideas of Joshua, and that 
the biography of Jonah filled him with 
laughter, hey say that these stories, 
these sacred impossibilities, these inspired 
falsehcods, should be read and studied 
with a believing mind in humbleness of 
spirit; that they should be examined 
prayerfully, asking,God at the same time 
to giv us strength to triumph over the con- 
clusions of our reason. These critics im- 
agin that a falsehood can be old enough 
to be venerable, and that to stand covered 
in its presence is the act of an irreverent 
scoffer, — Ingersoll. 


THE THE 


BRAIN ~- BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENC: 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
$0 the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
Tt Eolo qned aa well a count: 

rice, cloth, 82. 085 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
gener 

BIBLE 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
& Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. . 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teacn- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 

ress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste n’s 
Fraternal attacks on Sa St 

THE GLORY OF IN*IDELITY. To 

which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 

of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliantlectures. 

Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 

tion, * What Has Infidelity Done?” should be 

induced to read this book, if he bas to be paid 


to do it. 
HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 


C Luse. | 
TEMPERANCE. Showing that | 


from t Israel W Groh. | 
INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 
THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION 
A discussion, between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. " Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. » 
MATERIALISM : Its History. and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the uud H. J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD, ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. | 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel! 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, Che Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of » The Dis- ; 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 

Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 

of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 

The Second Birth, Ins iration, Tne Reign of 

Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 

Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pions 

Evasions, “ No Bible, No Civilization?” Mira- 

cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 

Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Vter- 

nal Punishment Some who Are Damned, 

What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


| on the famous text, “The Clergy know that I 


-__ know that they do not know. 
PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L R. Smitb. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON Being the Speeches 
of Hon, Freperiox Douorass and Oor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll's speech 
occupies 88 Wes 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE, So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefiy of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless agaiust him. One of 
Hel n Gardener's bright: st efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 


his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock's comical sermons. 3 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evi?ence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosvel. H J Se:gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lf of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth>, George Eliot 


and L^ngfellow. : : 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lswyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. , 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Ohrist'* alleged acts whi^n would lead one 
to that conciusiou. UK Washburn 

WHY DONT HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu nam. 
T e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnaw’s many poems, and & great 
many editions of it hav» been called for The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
ard the Real Not Dead, bnt Living, Frui- 
tion, Hove, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect hy Charles Watts, 
Give Us Ligh 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 

D? B F Underwood; written be- 

fora Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


s-archers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr Fs at Chi- 
cago. onside ing: The Cause of Woman's 

ubjugation, The Canon Law and lts Effects 

pon H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Bevefactor of Woman susan H. Wiron 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A leot- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage Ar- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by BF Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for a dollar. 
Address TAE TRUTH AREKER. ÇO.. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh. 


it. will 

Corner 
the 

Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


Anf Pages. Hi 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah. 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, | 

Isaac and His * Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses,  , 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
EADEM Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, - 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the following prices’: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city, 
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In the nature of things, 


BAYS 


‘HOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim oj 


inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frentispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Evaand Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Iweznmsorr's great, 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Inezrsoxt, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxernzSoLL's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History" and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 cents, 
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JYot for Parsons. 


UNIVERSITY OF OuicAao PRorzssoan (lec- 
turing): ‘‘Now Arsinius was sent as sa 
legate to Rome. He was an exceedingly 
wicked man, and was later excommuni- 
cated. On dying, soon after, he went (ac- 
cording to all belief) to hell. We shall 
see more of him hereafter.” 


INDIGNANT American: “Why is it, sir, 
that in Russia there is such great prejudice 
against the Jews?” Russian: ‘‘ Because 
the Jews are a quiet, inoffensiv people, 
who attend strictly to their own affairs, 
and do good work for fair wages, just as 
the Chinese do in this country."—Zz. 


Boggy was very much impressed by the 
remark of the minister at church that man 
was made of dust. ‘‘ Ma, he said," after 
a thoughtful silence, **was I made of dust, 
ioo?" "Yes," she replied. ‘‘ Well, how 
is it, then, that my birthday comes in J an- 
uary? There isn't any dust in January.’ 


MormzB: ‘‘There, Willie, is ten cents 
for you. Now, what are you going to buy 
with it?” Willie: **Save it up to buy fire- 
works for the Fourth of July." Mother: 
“ But you know you are saving money to 

iv to the heathen." Willie: ** Yes'm, but 

e Chinese are heathen, aren't they?" 
Mother: ** Yes, dear." Willie: ‘‘ Well, 
they make the firecrackers, so the heath- 
en'll get my money just the same.” 


ABRAHAM AND EPHRAIM. 


He sermonized industriously in his didac- 
tio way, 

And moralized momentously with Ephraim 
every day, 

And taught by tale and proverb and by 
every good device 

The virtuousness of virtue and the vicious- 
ness of vice. 


His hortatory homilies intended to impress 

The rightfulness of righteousness, the sin 
of sinfulness, 

Were ever hurled at Ephraim throughout 
the whole year long, 

That he might rightly comprehend the 
wrongfulness of wrong. 


“A youth can grow up virtuous, if we but 
pay the price; 

If bs saturate his soul with showers of 
advio 

If we instill, ” said Abraham, ''perpetual 
truth in him—” 

And so in truth perpetually he soaked 
young Ephraim. 


The youth absorbed a sermon every morn- 
ing ere he ate 

On the awful reprobation of the awful 
reprobate; 

And he swallowed moral theses that were 
meant to edity, 

And he masticated maxims with his gin- 
gerbread and pie. 


And ’twixt breakfast time and dinner the 
iniquity of sin 

Was taught to him industriously and pa- 
tiently rubbed in, 

The turpidness of turpitude was duly ana- 
lyzed, 

And the evil of depravity was loudly ad- 
vertised, 


And then right after dinner the enormity 
of crime 

And the wrong of immorality was preached 
till supper time, ` 

Then Abraham would sermonize through 
all the evening hours, 

And drench young Ephraim’s conscious- 
ness in moralistic showers. 


Thus through cumulativ precept did old 
Abraham desire 

Accumulativ virtue should young Ephraim 
acquire; 

He taught him virtue endlessly and waited 
long to see 

How superlativly virtuous young Ephraim 
would be. 


Thus maxim-goaded Ephraim found right- 
eousness & bore, 

For salve is but an irritant when jammed 
into a sore; 

Even bread is innutritious if you resolutely 
cram 

An indiscriminate bakery down the burst- 
ing diaphragm. 


Thus by hortatory homilies did Abraham 
impress 

The wrongfulness of righteousness, the 
good of sinfulness; 

And taught by tale and proverb and by 
every good device, 

The viciousness of virtue and the virtuous- 
ness of vice. 


Hence, Ephraim lived a reckless life and 
died a felon's death, 

But gave this vindication with his latest 
dying breath: 

“I hav been sermonized to death; I die, 
to speak precise, 

An unprotected victim of perpetual ad- 
vice." 

—Sam Walter Foss. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issuns oF 1891.—$3. 


Price. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..... es ececescnesee BO 25 Jj. 
Men, aromen; anid Gods. Helen: H Gar- ] 


50 
2 
25 
20 
Ghrist eee eren on Voltaire. .....:.-- 10 
TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. lllusirated..... 4€ 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 


son. Robert C. Ádams.................. 25 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller.. 25 
y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- 


TE TET EE A T me 25 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 50 
Issues or 1892.— $3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights Es Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- és 
Was Ohrist Gracified? Austin Bierbower.... ^ 10 
Pulpit " E and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- i 
Bible Morals. Johu E. Romsburg eres 25 
Awful Disolosures of Maria Mo: 50 
Focket Theology. Voltaire.............- see 25 
Why ue. God Kill the Devii? M: Bab- ib 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
itman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 |. 
Bix Teturse on Astronomy. Richard A. ié 
Candle. ron Under ‘the Bushel. Wm. À Ü 
The Ho]. y Bible Abridged MUCHO ER 30 


False aims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg............ 


Issums or 1893.—$3. - 


Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert . 
. Ingersoll.................. 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
man: 


eecctccccccccccccccas 10 


ETER 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. M 
; MPD PEE EE OR 
Resurrection of Jesus...................- . 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell 50 
Religion & Ourse; Religion & pincers Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8. inam....... ..... 25 
Design ‘Argument Fallacies. "By Editor or i 
5 
50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam................... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine....... 15 


Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 


fossas e capsa 50 

Giant Delusion. Otio Wettstein. 10 

Bible Inquirer. m Jacobson 25 
Sister Lucy. r Awful Disclosures of 

Newh noB at A TEA 10 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
oo WAXON P T T, 


IssuEks oF 1894.—$3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradictions of the Bible. W. H. Burr 15 
Church Property: Should I& be Exem 

Nom Taxation? poua g Why It Sho SH i 
(e PRT E Eeselosrawai ses m 


ongress and Sunday Laws, ................. 5 
he Better World. A dip. into the future 
of mankind onearth. Dr. E. B. Soul ai 


Cumm: 
A Tale of a i1 alo. Morgan A. Robertson. 
Illustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and Erone: Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 


Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 
ness, the Christ Principle, etc. W. L. 
bA T e ieeee eee enero WEE Rex Na wetus 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as hey appear. 

arly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Versus 


OR, THE 


Science Religion, 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 


By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents, For sale at this Office. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. T There Mere a Designer He Could Not Be 
eneficen 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
-His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Àre Egresiously Nasteful, 
They Often Serve No U: 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is legitimate. 
V. What ActuallyDid Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
an a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
98 Lafayette Place, NY. 


Address 
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FREETHINKERS PICTORIAL TEXT-B00K. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES © 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


185 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS UN 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


PES A DPI, WATSON HESTON, 
URTRAIT OF 
TRE EST GNER. 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 


The Illustrations are clessified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


2 The Church' Robbing the People. 
3 " Thankssiving. 

6 id Sabbath Laws. 

14 “ Ohildren and the Church. 


Woman and the Church. 

s The Chureh and Thomas Paine. 
4 pn Studies in Natural History. 

8 h The Bible and Science, 


15 dd The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 iod Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 " The Atonement Scheme. 

4 Ex The Lord and His Works. 

2 = Prayer. 

10 n" The Creeds. 

1 “ Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothin, 


8 eee Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
Missionaries. 
The Lord’s Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
The Church and Slavery. 
piam and Politics. 
eland and the Church. | 
Church's Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
. Bome Allegories. 
Heaven, 


Hell. 
Miscellaneous, 


IMO GMM] MIM Boar 
$2222583258225235 


like it has ever be 


fore appeared iu this country, and itis very doubtful if another one like it wail ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 


At twice the price 1t would have been a cheap book. Artist 


Heston as a portrait painter and de- 


signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves ' o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius $o 
Freethought, and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 


ares do not make up the whole of his volume. 


here are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as exp.anations of the illustrations, and secondly as as texts to prove the utter 


faisıty of the church’s professions and the bypocrisy of those who upho 


d them. Altogether.the 


book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church n has ever been put `n the 


bands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50 


"o MA oen CRW CRAMER RAAT MI. 


NO * BEGINNING;" 


OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning npon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or “ First Cause" of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“ This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 


the unlearned can understand, and approaches . 


it from so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.”—THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 


Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 


PAIOE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Addres* THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OoxPrLED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


THe ELIXIR OF LIFE 


, is not in magic potions, “specifics” 
22222] or electric cla; Ptrap, bnt oniy in 
ili] WisDOM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH. 
Wise men study nature, shun disease 
learn to maintain vigor and regain it 
byreading the mostcompletebook of 


| Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
F 'E by an eminent ‘physician of 35 years 


d Its essars On marriage, parenta; s, 
daptation, marital failures, e 
1l] are of inestimable value to all now 
| married cr who ever expect to bo 
The last edition has 1,000 p 
zy 3 colored charts of vital Organ, s00 
si wood cuts 21 chromos6 showing 
pipa Origin of life—development of man, 
$m APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Frees 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette Place New York. 


| POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and, Vicegerents as Goa. 


Cloth. 75 cents. 


and expenses, Lady "m 
A ONTH Gent, Snmples free. 
A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5308, Boston, Mass, 


SM CYTPANONINIARY. TECER ITS 


@ AN: EXTRAORDINARY OFFER! ! 


© _ We want 1000 more active agents before e 
July ist. We w iig uarantee $20 to $30 Der day 

è can be easily madein any locality; our goods 
sell themselves ; we furnish a large roll of 
$ samples entirely FREE and allow 50 i @ e 
@ cent. commission on all sales. Send to-da: 
for full ar tleulares or we will send with 
same a Valuable sample of our goods in 
@ Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents ine 
9 sliver or stamps. Established in 1982. 

is dress, STANDARD SL INSRWARE 

O., ae ey Mass. 
ovine mS O-a 0-202 0626086 


cele, Meneat and Physical Debitity 

and who are desirous of bein ng cu 
M booklet will be sent to their address ie 
ten cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 
Negivingcauses and symptoms of thecom- 
EB Plaints, end a description of the Doctor's 
important medical discovery—an Out- 
ward Applicntion—a positive cure—the only rem- 
po of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 


dress, — pg, R. P, FELLOWS, 
pau anus saw this adver, ~ Vineland, N. Se 


NOW READ THIS! 
Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 


EIE physician. He nas treated DISEASES 


N for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an utgrewth of this long practice. whiob should 
give confidence to those afflicted, 


| 
| 
| 
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MAKES A FALSE PREDICTION. 


For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth. —Mat. xii, 40. 


ntideity 


Thomas Paine. 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be withont 
it. to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 


10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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RIGHT LIVING 3 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


Hy NUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Cousidsring from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be: 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1 00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafavette Place, New York. 


Jy ows of the Week. 


Trert was a killing frost last week over 
New England and in the Middle states and 


lake region, 


AN earthquake at Tegucigalpa, Mexico, 
on the 12th caused the death of 300 persons 
and a property loss of $750,000. 


TERE are said to be 30,000 prostitutes 
in New York city. Onan average they liv 
nine years after becoming such. 


Crmzens of New York who favor a 
‘more liberal Sunday law" will hold a 
monster parade on September 25th. 


Tux gold reserve in the United States 
treasury is reduced by shipments abroad, 
and another issue of bonds is discussed. 


STEERAGE rates on the Cunard line of 
steamers hav been raised to $26 and re- 
duced rates by rail to embarking points 
abolished. 


Dvanixe a thunder shower at Allegheny, 
Pa., on the 10th three churches were struck 
by lightning. All the churches were 
Presbyterian. 


Two hundred Chinese, who landed at 
Vancouver, B. C., en route for the Atlanta 
Exposition, will not be permitted to enter 
the United States. 


Twenty persons hav been arrested at 
Bucharest, Bulgaria, upon the charge of 
complicity in a conspiracy against the life 
of Prince Ferdinand. 


None of the miners entombed in the 
burning Osceola mine, near Houghton, 
Mich., on the 7th, were rescued, Nearly 
thirty bodies hav been recovered, 


Henry M. STANLEY, the African Explorer 
from London, 1s ın New York. He will go 
West as far as San Francisco, and on his 
return Will report whether the country is 
satisfactory. 


SourH CAROLINA has a constitutional 
convention now in session. The problem 
before it is how to provide for universal 
male suffrage and at the same time curtail 
the Negro vote. 


Or the seventy persons injured in’ the 
Sea Beach railway collision near New York 
on Labur day, but two hav died. One 
was a minister, the Rev. John A. Edmonds, 
of Arlington, N, J. 


Larzst advices from the Orient are to 
the effect that China refuses to punish the 
murderers of Christian missiouaries, and 
that the Vegetarian fanatics are preparing 
to commit further outrages. 


Spary has paid the Mora claim of $1,- 
449,000. Mora is an American citizen 
whose estates in Cuba, worth $5,000,000, 
were confiscated by the Spanish govern- 
ment twenty-five years ago. 


AT the Grand Army national encamp- 
' ment at Louisville, Ky., September 12th, 
Gen. Ivan N. Walker, of Indiana, was 
elected commander-in-chief. During the 
war General Walker was in command of 
the Third Indiana Volunteers, 


THe Melbourne Harbinger of Light 
says that Mrs. Mabel Besant Scott, only 
daughter of Mrs. Annie Besant, was bap- 
tized into the Roman Catholic church on 
May 1st. 


CHoLERA has secured a strong hold in 
Honolulu, where the difficulty of treating 
it is enhanced by the lack of nativ confi- 
dence in the health authorities. ihe dis- 
ease has also appeared in Tangier, Mo- 
rocco, 


AN accident, Sept. 11th, on the Great 
Northern railroad between Ashton and 
Evansville, Minn., caused the death of 
seven persons. Thirteen were seriously 
injured. All the dead were residents of 
St. Paul. 


Tue New York Central railroad rurfs a 
train from this city to Albany and back at 
the rate of 64; miles an hour. England 
has heretofore held the record for swift 
railroading, but this is the fastest train in 
the world. f 


Mrs. Mary E. Lease, the Kansas Popu- 
list, is reported to hav espoused the ‘‘na- 
tionalization of the liquor traffio"—all 
breweries and distilleries to be under gov- 
ernment control, and government agents 
to supervise the sales. 


To quell a riotous strike of miners, the 
mayor of Ishpeming, Mich., swore in a 
crowd of the strikers as special police. 
The new officers arrested all non-union 
men who appeared, and in that way order 
was partially restored. 


A MEDDLING parson in Paterson, N. J., 
named Wood, who, in collusion with his dea- 
con and another member of his church, laid 
plans for securing evidence against a sa- 
loon keeper for the purpose of getting his 
license revoked, has been arrested on a 
charge of conspiracy. 


Tux troops at Fort Logan, Col, one 
day recently, tested a new ‘‘emergency 
ration" prescribed by the war department, 
and ina few hours the medical officer had 
fifty men on his hands suffering from grip- 
ing pains in the stomach, and had to go to 
Denver for assistance, 


Tax editors of the German papers Vor- 
waerts and Volksblatt are under arrest 
for speaking in uncomplimentary terms of 
the recent celebration of the German vic- 
tory over France in 1870. Emperor Will- 
1am expresses his detecmination to sup- 
press Socialism in his domain. 


More thau 24,000 Spanish troops hav 
been 1anded in Cuba this month. There is 
taik that the United States may soon rec- 
ognize the belligerent rights of the Cu- 
bans. Meanwhile preparations for the 
prosecution of filibusters are going on, and 
Spain is purchasing ships in New York, 


The New York police did not fulfil their 
promis to suppress the sale of liquors in 
the rich men's ciubs of the city last Sun- 
day. There was no suffering in any of 
these institutions, and the Union League 
Club, of which Police Commissioner 
Roosevelt is a member, was wet, as usual. 
Twenty-seven saloon keepers were ar- 
rested. 
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CHARLES C. Moore, editor of the Blue 
Grass Blade, Lexington, Ky., has been 
arrested on a charge of sending obscene 
literature through the mails. The matter 
complained of is his advertisment of Mrs. 
Besant’s work, '*Law of Population.” 
Moore is careless writer, and got up the 
advertisment in the same manner in which 
everything else from his pen is written. 
It is rather flippant, in view of the delicacy 
of the matter discussed, but, except that it 
does injustice to the book itself, it is as 
harmless as Mother Goose's melodies, 
The arrest is probably instigated by the 
clergyman who had Moore prosecuted last 
year for blasphemy and failed to secure a 
conviction, At last accounts Editor Moore 
was in jail in default of $1,000 bail, 
which, though doubtiess ‘able, he refused 
to giv, declaring that he would spend his 
life in jail before he would fight the case 
in court. It is likely to prove a very se- 
rious matter for the accused. : 


Tue international yacht races off Sandy 
Hook, on the New Jersey coast, between 


EW YORK (gg 
THE TRUTHSEEKERC O9 


À NO 2.3 LAFAYETTE. PLACE 


PRICE 25 CENTS 


the American yacht Defender and the Eng- 

lish yacht Valkyrie, did not end satisfac. 

torily, though the superiority of the 

American boat was demonstrated. Before 

the start of the second race the Valkyrie 

fouled the Defender, carrying away the 

latter’s topmast stay and seriously crippling 

her. The Valkyrie won this race by 47 

seconds, but it was awarded to the Defen- 

der, which had lost two minutes at the 

start, on account of the foul, In the third 

race the Valkyrie crossed the starting line 

and then quit, Lord Dunraven, the nom- 

inal commander, alleging that the course 

was not clear of excursion boats. His ac- 

tion is severely criticised on this side of 

the Atlantic, and is commended on the 

other, though nobody thinks that he could 

hav won the race if he had sailed, The 

owners of the Defender hav proposed to 

resail any or all the races, and prizes worth 

from $2,000 to $10,000 hav been offered the. 
Valkyrie to enter a new contest either here. 
or elsewhere on the Atlantic coast, but. 
Lord Dunraven declines everything. The. 
cup is awarded to the Defender, 
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OF THE FAITHFUL. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 


to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL ; 


NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'axgTRINKER'S Prorortat Text-Boor, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Piororiat Text-Boox. 


"The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PIOTOBIAL 
Trxt-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfuines: treo Church’s 
claim to being a divine and v` trent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholare to maintain the argument 


lof the Artist. The Designs are by Watson HESTON 


and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16 ; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15 ; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; Thé Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Perseeutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is uo profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subserip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Jnduce your neigh- 


Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rive DOL- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 


a 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it.. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, «nd 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth. 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, ; 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought. 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause oi 
right and truth. Bui the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume, There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the ehurch's professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Ohristianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


‘Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now as 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


WITH 
THE 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


NT IN a a Nm 


For $6.50 we wil send Tas Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, It isa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 


race. 


It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 


and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 


** Four 


HUNDRED YEARS or FaEETHOUGHT" embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 


most advance. 


Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 


progress. 


No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 


est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


free, a copy in boards of 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


e LUIS SUI aad 


For $5 we willsend Taz TauorH Saeger one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be ereotel iu Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Trura Szmxsr one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs Seeger one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
ean help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tum Trurs Smzxer one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura Senker one year ($3) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Teora Szzxzr one year ($3) and a copy of “Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tus Trurs Serger one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


E The Freethinker's Dadge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and TsE TaUTH 
EEKEB one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and !'&uTH SEKER, $85. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SKEKBR 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 

The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Pastand Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 

aug. "75 cents, 

Formation ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

, habits. BY Charles Darwin. 75 cents. A 
Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 

other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.8.E. 
o books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.H.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 


ly. 75 cents. 
Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 


numerous iliustrations. 75 cents. 
Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.B. 75 cents. 
Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
Eb id F.O.8. Two books in one volume 
cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorce J. ROMANES. 


Asystematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 18 a part of 
his conclusion regarang the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 

* Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 


tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- | 


out organic nature we, meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

Ali nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has'taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy Goar ed. Pri loth, $2. 
VSUra& ice, elo 
Address.’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. lr 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in apor 50 centsin cloth 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


.much courage, to make their way through 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel» 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. : 


Part I. —Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
Part IL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
Part TIL Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
Part Ivi When Came the Aryans? Five chap 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York Citv. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education sna 

e 
world by going to Chicago. The authoris also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind. 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. , , 
fhe Secret of the East; or, Fhe Origin 

of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketehes: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth Br 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradietions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sonday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. > * 

Jnnius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objeotions to the 1dentification of Paine as 
Junius and Gasca. Price, 5 cents. 

iilress THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yor 


All are architects of fate : 
Working in these walls of time. 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 


H UMOR philosophers (who were not Christians), from 

, the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 

SAR SM nett. 1.075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
CA 9 morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Superuatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernatnralism ever written. By F. 

. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, 84; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to_Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
uu $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


i TO WHICH ARE ADDED 
A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - -  15cents. 
Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll's 


Works 
Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Hreidenker-Biidyer. 


Wir haben folgende SBitdyer in 
beutjdjer Spradje, welche febr berühmt find: 


,, Die Jerthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifde Beleuchtung oes Pentateuch im 
fidt ber modernen Weltan- 
fchauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


The wods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and, the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. H describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
thelatter occupying 372 PES being fully gone 

into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. Writ- 

ten in prison ut Albany. In cloth. $3 per vol- 
ume.or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 centa. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs o 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, ani > nerpoets 
and sing them in your homes, makiig .1em nap. 
py and bright ?—BSEND FOR A copy - een colat 
gilt title. 40 cents: half bound. 95 3 r 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 
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postmaster as to ita non-delivery. With this expla- 
nation the following correspondence is very inter- 
esting: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


IN HASTE. 
: ** QUELPH, ONT., Aug. 26, 1895. 

** Dear Sir: I wrote our post-office inspector and re- 
ceived the inclosed. Our Postmaster-General Caron is 
8 French Canadian papist of the densest ignorance and 
fullof superstition. He gets his instruotions through 
what is called Cardinal Taschereau by the dupes, but of 
course & British dominion like Canada shouldn't have a 
popish postmaster-general. Had. we had a Protestant 
postmaster-general, even, such a thing would not have 
happened. You should make a terrible racket at Wash- 
ington and have all Canadian papal publications stopped 


E. M. Maoponanp, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
?8 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - SEPTEMBER 28, 1895. 


` SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in &dvance.... ......... 
One subscription two years, in advance. 
Two new subsoribers...................« 
One subscription with one new subscriber. in oneremittance. 9 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


D "ww" y 00 | from demoralizing the United States of America. I have 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- not yet received the back numbers, but hope to; will be 
D CTHOEED D DIU III III E 8 50 glad to hear from you shortly. 
One subscription v ith four new subscribers, in one remit- «qs A » 
fandi oto  rcssecece- cce. 10 00 Sincerely your friend, Rost, MITCHELL, 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one The letter of the post-office inspector referred to 
remittance. 


by Mr. Mitchell is the following : 


** STRATFORD, Aug. 24, 1895. 

** Dear Sir: Iam in receipt of yours of the 23d inst, 
re non-receipt of Trura SEEKER, In reply I beg to in- 
form you that this paper is prohibited transmission by 
mail in Canada. H. Q. Hopxirg, P.-O. Inspector. 

“D, M." 


Upon receipt of this we wrote to Mr. Caron, 
saying : 


Money shoula be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order. drat on New York. or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drais, oheoks, post-optoe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTIC€.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send usthe name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot a regul&r subscriber. 


t New Yorg, Aug. 27, 1895. 

** PogryAsTER-GENERAL CARON, Ottawa. Ont., Dear 
Sir: One of our subscribers residing in Guelph, Ont., has 
forwarded us a letter to him by a post-office inspector at 
Stratford, as follows: [letter as above. ] 

** Will you be kind enough to tell us why this prohibi- 
tion? We know of no Canadian law which we violate, 
and neither can our subscriber find any. Will you kindly 
point out the law which enables the postmaster of a 
friendly country to condemn and confiscate, without 
trial, the publications sent from another country on 
which the regular postage has been paid? 

** Yours very truly, E. M. MACDONALD.” 


* The Truth Seeker? Prohibited in Canada, 
but Still Circulating. 

That Tus Trove Serxer is cutting deep and get- 
ing at the vitals of the Christian superstition is 
more and more evident every day, as the efforts of 
the church bigots to suppress it attest. The frantic 
cry of the National Reformers, as the God.in-the- 
Constitution party style themselves, was noticed 
in these columns last week, and this week we must 
expose another attempt to suppress our paper. In 
cidentally this last assault furnishes the best possi- 
ble answer to those Christian who want to give our 
postmasters and post-office officials the power to 
decide what shall be circulated through the mails, 
and shows that, could Comstock get his law 
amended as he wants to, no paper in the country 
would be safe if it opposed the administration in 
power. In this decision against Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
by the postmaster-general of Canada we have another 
convincing illustration of the injustice irrespon- 
sible power can inflict. We want the Canadian 
press to particularly ponder on the wording of their 
law, which renders * scurrility " a sufficient excuse 
for suppression, leaving it to the postmaster-gen- 
eral to decide what scurrility is, and making his de- 

. cision final, unappealable, and irremediable. Under 
this decision, it will be very easy to suppress the po- 
litical press, as there never was a political campaign 
conducted in which both parties did not use what 
the party in power can call scurrility in discussing 
the other fellows’ candidacy. 

The opposition to Taz Trura SEEKER is of course 
on account of its alleged blasphemy. Even the 
malignity of a Roman Catholic postmaster-general 
cannot make it scurrilous, which is, as Webster 
gives it, “ using the low and indecent language of 
the low and indecent people, or such as only the 
license of buffoons can warrant." At no time did 
this paper ever “contain low indecency or abuse,” 
nor was it ever “mean,” “foul,” “ vile,” or “ ob- 
scenely jocular.” No stretch of language can make 
it come under any of these definitions, though no 
political journal could escape one of them, so we 
know that it is its “ blasphemy " which makes it ob- 
noxious to the post-office people of Canada. - 

The postmaster-general of Canada is Adolph 

. Caron, a Roman Cathoiie bigot. We have a sub- 
goriber in Guelph, Ont, named Robert Mitchell, 
who missed getting his paper, and as we sent it 
regularly, we asked him to make inquiry of his 


To this inquiry the postmaster-general’s secretary 

replied: 
t OTTAWA, Sept. 6, 1895. 

“E, M. Maoponatp, ESQ., Sir: Iam directed to ac- 
knowledge your communication of the 27th ultimo, mak- 
ing inquiry in regard to the exclusion of your paper, THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, from the Canadian mails, and, in reply, 
to say that the postmaster-zeneral may legally, under au- 
thority conferred upon him by the Post-office act, pro- 
hibit the transmission by mail in Canada of any publica- 
tion which he considers as being of a scurrilous or blas- 
phemous character. 

“Iam, sir, yo obedient servant, 

“W, D, Le Susur, Secretary.” 


This reply not fully meeting our requirements, 


we wrote again: 
+: New YorE, Sept. 10, 1895. 

* A. P. Caron, Esq., Postmaster-General, Ottawa, 
Can., Dear Sir: Iam 1n receipt of your favor of the 6th 
in reply to mine of the 27th ult., in regard to the official 
exclusion of Taz Trura SEEKER from the Canadian 
mails, and I again beg leave to trouble you for informa- 
tion. Your secretary says that you may under the Post- 
office act exclude scurrilous or blasphemous matter. 
Will you kindly inform me if the act defines such matter 
or whether it is left to the judgment solely of the post- 
master-general? Also, will you inform me as to which 
issues of TEE TaurH SEEKER, or what matter contained 
in any issues, is decided by yourself to come under either 
definition? Will you also inform me whether there is any 
appeal from your decision, and to what tribunal such ap- 
peal should be made? Iam yours truly, 

“E, M. MAODONALD." 

To this the secretary made a longer response, as 
follows: 

** OTTAWA, Sept. 14, 1895. 

“E, M. MaopnoNALD, Esq, Sir: I am directed to ac- 
knowledge your letter of the 10th instant, in which you 
make certain inquiries as to the provisions of the law un- 
der which the postmaster-general has lately decided to 
exclude Tus TaurH SEEKER from the Canadian mails, and 
Iam instrneted to rely to your inquiries as follows: 

**1, The Post-office act does not define the sense in 
which the words ‘scurrilous’ and ‘ blasphemous’ are em- 
ployed therein. The interpretation of these terms, for 
the purposes of the act, is left to the postmaster-general, 
«92, The postmaster-general cannot quote the date of 


the issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER to which his attention 
was called, nor specify the particular article, or articles, 
which, at the time, seemed to him more especially open 
to the charge of scurrility or blasphemy. He had no 
hesitation, however, in deciding—and his opinion was 
supported by that of the minister of justice—that, on ac- 
count of the character of its contents, the paper was one 
which, under the law, ought to be excluded from the 
mails of this country. 


**8. As the Post-office act empowers the postmaster- 


general to decide on the character of any publication 
claiming admission to the mails, there is no appeal from 
his decision. I am, sir, 


** Your obedient servant, W. D. Le Sueur.” 
And to make the thing complete and leave no 
doubt of the intention of the post-office, we get this 
official card from the postmaster at Guelph: 
** PosT-orFIOE, GUELPH, Sept. 14, 1895. 
**Srg: The last number of your publication addressed 
to Robt. Mitchell, Box 133, Gaelph, has not been taken 
out of my office by the party addressed, for the following 
reasons: Transmission in Canada prohibited.  Kindly 
stop, as it is sent to Deal Letter offise every week. 
** Your obedient servant, D. Heston.” 
So here we have as complete a suppression of Tag 


Trura SEEKER in Canada as the venomous power of . 


the post-office will permit. Two other postmasters 
besides this one at Guelph have been bothering 


| themselves in the matter and giving our subscrib- 


ers and ourselves trouble. Bat Taz Teora SEEKER 
still reaches its friends in Canada and will continue 
to reach them until there is some other turn of the 
machine. 

Religiously, Canada is a very bigoted country. 
Ontario is run by the Protestant church, and Que- 


bec by the Catholic hierarchy. Of course to both 
of these branches of Christianity heresy is a crime— - 
indeed, the crime of crimes, the positively unforgiv-- 


able sin. But as they cannot get at a man’s mind 
to punish him for thinking, they have made the ex- 
pression of his belief blasphemy, and punish him 
for that. And to still further protect their pet sys- 
tem of superstition they deny men the right to have 
papers and books attacking it. For years we have 
had trouble occasionally in getting books to those 
who live in Canada. The following letter, which 
we received last month, is now of considerable inter- 
est, as, taken in connection with the prohibition of 
Tar Trouta SELKER, it indicates a well settled deter- 
mination on the part of both Protestant and Cath- 
olic churches to suppress the publications of this 
office. We certainly feel highly gratified at this 
tribute to our influence and effective work against 
the Christian church: 
**Nanarmo, B. C., Aug. 19, 1895. 

“Ton Trota Seesker Company, Gentlemen: The 
book, ‘ Old, Testament Stories Comically Illustrated,’ for 
which I wrote some time ago, found its way to the cus- 
tom house on the 15th inst. In the evening I received 
a postal card to the effect that the book had been ‘seized 
by customs.’ I called at the custom house next day and 
saw the inspector, or ‘boss’ man, who told me he could 
not let me hav the book, for all such literature had been 
condemned by the chief of the customs as ‘immoral,’ and 
therefore could not be allowed to pass through the post. 
The customs officer here said he had nothing to do with 
the matter himself; he was only scting on instructions 
from headquarters. He showed me the instrument of 
authority and read it, and the aforenamed book was one 
of those condemned. This sort of thing is a bit tough 
on men who prefer to use the brain power with which the 
Lord has endowed them, instead of being led by the 
petticoat representative of the frill-work of Christianity. 
I was much disappointed in not getting the book. It 
was not for myself but for another. 


’ 


“On Friday I was speaking to a man here named — 


Hardy. He sells a good many Freethought books, and 
he told me that the book in question had, for a long time 
past, been a considerable eyesore to the clergy of this 
city, and they have done all in their rower to prevent the 
gale'of it. In fact, the Presbyterian minister, McRaie, 
has stopped Hardy on the street on more than one occa- 
sion and tackled him on the subject. Hardy holds that, 


the book not being immoral, he will sell it so long as he 


can get customers to buy it. 


6182 


**In the course of the short conversation I had with 
the oustoms officer he told me that for some time past he 
had been worried by these people to prevent this book 
being passed out of customs, as they maintain it is both 
obscene and immoral, so to satisfy their clamor he was 
compelled to write to headquarters for instructions. 

“This city is one of the lowest on the Pacific slope, be- 
ing little better than a cesspool of vice, corruption, and 

immorality; and the only really respectable portion of 
the community are those who belong to no church or 
creed whatsoever. 

** What do the clergy do here to stay the downward 
course of this otherwise fair city? Nothing whatever. 
But they have time to stop the sale of & comio picture- 
book. These lean-souled vicars of Christ have no 
influence whatever over the people of this city outside of 
their own little flock of geese, and very little over them. 
The tearing up of my book in the customs office, before 
my face, I hold to be a mean and contemptible trick, the 
outcome of prejndice, bigotry, and hypocrisy. Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER is read quite extensively in this city, and 
a short article would give the Freethought cause a good 
lift up and the blooming hypoorites a good dressing 
down. I haven't time to write a stiff letter to our Free 
Press, and if I had the Free Press would not publish it, 
because the Free Press is not fres. I was speaking to a 
friend here who is one of us about the tearing up of my 
book, and he said he believed it was an illegal act of tho 
customs, and that you might find it to your interest to 
deal with the authorities on the subjeot or take action 
against them. This petty tyranny may cause inconven- 
ience and loss to many of us. Yours truly, 

“J. H. Hoss.” 

We know of no legal remedy in this matter, ex- 
cept a suit by the aggrieved citizens of Canada. 
Some time ago the customs officials seized the “Age 
of Reason." Capt. R. C. Adams then imported 
copies from this office, and notified the customs 
people of his action and invited them to seize the 

books in order that a test case might be made. 
After considerable correspondence, and much see- 
sawing, the customs officials backed down and de- 
livered the books. But for years this thing has 
been: going on in a desultory way, and the seized 
books have included Ingersoll and other writers 
Matter sent from one country to another is subject 
to the laws and official rulings of the country to 
which it is sent, and the senders from the other 
country seem powerless. These decisions against 
the “Old Testament Stories” and Tue TRUTH 
Szzxer, coming so close together, indicate that the 

‘determination to suppress Infidel literature has 
taken an organized and comprehensive form, with 
the animus mainly directed against Tue Trova 
SEEKER because of its more aggressive and persist- 
ent and wide-spread work. It is needless to say 
that we shall fight this attempted suppression in 
every way, and instead of keeping our paper and 
books out of Canada shall try to get more in. 

The action of Mr. Caron in ordering Tur Taurx 
SEEKER from the mails of the country is one of the 
most high-handed outrages against the rights of 
the people of Canada that can be conceived. Even 
though the Freethinkers are comparatively few in 
number they have the same inherent right to get 
ihe paper of their choice that the most bigoted 
Methodist or the most besotted Roman Catholic 
has. And the power lodged with him by the ig- 
norant legislature will yet be used in a way to make 
the people regret the act. Any journal can be 
suppressed at his will, there is no appeal from his 
dictum, and no responsibility attaches to his acts. 
He does not even know what articles in TuE TRUTH 
SzxkxB, or what issue of the paper, he objects to. 
All he says is, that he does not like the paper and 
thinks it should be suppressed, and suppresses it so 
far as his power extends. He may take it into his 
bigoted head to suppress a Protestant paper or an 
opposition political paper, and there is no remedy. 
The Canadian editors and publishers are completely 
at his mercy, which mercy is the mercy of the 
Roman Catholic church, and we all know what that 
mercy is. Give her the power and she will hang, 
and burn, and imprison, and torture now as she did 
of old. Under the law, Caron is the autocrat, the 
full-armed censor of the press, the despot who can 

' ruin any paper in Canada. 

‘How do the Canadian press like the prospect? 
How do the Protestant papers like being under the 
thumb and at the mercy of a bigoted Roman Catho- 
lic? How would the Roman Catholic papers like 
being under the thumb and at the mercy of such a 
man as the Presbyterian minister McRaie, who bull- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
dozed the customs officer of Nanaimo into tearing 
up the “Old Testament Stories "* The notorious 
censorship of Russia is duplicated on this side of 
the Atlantic, and if it can be applied to religion it 
may soon reach polities. The Roman Catholic 
church is in the saddle in Canada, and every one 
acquainted with the history of that infamous insti- 
tution knows that it will stop at nothing to gain its 
ends and increase and perpetuate its power. The 
denial of mail privileges to Tam Trura Szexer is 
but a step backward to medievalism. A few 
months ago the church suppressed & French paper 
which criticised and exposed the church officials, 
and they hav so far terrorized the press of Mon- 
treal that the journals dare not advertise a lecture 
by Colonel Ingersoll for which his manager had 
arranged, and the engagement hed to be canceled. 
If the psople of Canada do not arouse they will 
find themselvs in a pretty bad plight. Bad as it is 
now, who, with a bit of knowledge, does not know 
that it will soon be much worse? 


The Effect of the New York Republicans’ Sun- 
day Plank. 


The action of the Republican party in this state 
in adopting as one of the planks of its platform the 
resolution introduced by that notorious pietist, 
Warner Miller—to wit: That the party is in favor 
of the maintenance of the “Sabbath” in the inter- 
ests of labor and morality—has had the effect of 
materially widening the scope of the struggle now 
going on in thisstate. Police Commissioner Roose 
velt began the Sunday closing of the saloons to 
stop the blackmailing of the saloon-keepers by Arch- 
bishop Corrigan's political organization known as 
Tammany Hall But “Teddy” has been patted on 
the back so much by the ministers that he is begin- 
ning to think that he is a messiah to lead the world 
to Sunday righteousness, and in his later speeches 
talks as if the closing of all business on Sunday were 
the proper thing. The issue has therefore broad. 
ened and is now in a shape to suit Liberals much 
better than when it was a question simply of 
whether or not a man should be able to get liquor 
on Sunday. 

The Democratic party will meet the Republican 
plank by declaring in favor of local option. Our 
present Sunday law bears the signature of Governor 
Hill, Tammany Democrat. In enacting it Tammany 
Hall allied itself with the Puritans of the state. 
The Puritans wanted the law in order to persecute 
“Sabbath” breakers. Tammany wanted it to use as 
a club to blackmail saloon-keepers. At that time 


‘the Catholic church did not seem to attach so much 


importance to Sunday observance as it has come to 
do since allying itself with the God-in-the Constitu- 
tion party, and it did not care if the saloon-keepers 
broke tbe law every Sunday so long as Tammany 
retained control of the city, and so kept the church 
in funds. At the present time, for good and suffi 
cient financial and other reasons, the Catholic 
church is on the side of tue Puritan Sabbatarians. 

If local option is had, therefore, it is doubtful if 
this city will be carried for it against the wishes of 
this church, whose authorities will hav to be pretty 
well satisfied where they are coming in before they 
reverse the policy they are now committed to. Lo- 
cal option, the present cry of the Democrats, will 
be found to be inadequate to solve the problem, even 
should they carry the state, and they will naturally 
be forced to take broader ground. It is inconceiv- 
able that New York will continue forever to be run 
like a country town, and the real issue of Sunday 
law or no Sunday law, not only for saloons but for 
all businésses and interests, will come up inevita- 
bly. It cannot be kept down; the political parties 


-will be forced to take sides, which will probably 


split them, for there are Liberal men in both par- 
ies and both parties cater to the church—“ work 
the religious racket,” as they call it. 

What the Liberals want is a general fight on the 
Sunday question, on principle, and not on the excise 
question. Every man should determin for himself 
what he will do on Sunday, as he does on other 
days. And if the two great parties shall get to 
fighting on this point, Liberty will be the gainer— 


for the laws can hardly be worse than they now are. 
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Dare Not Avow the Intent to Perseeute. 

With the legal-fetich worshiper it is sufficient that 
wrong is done in the name of law. He can see no 
injustice in fining and imprisoning men and women 
for violation of Sabbath laws. He holds that they 
are the aggressors because they hav disregarded 
« Law,” with a big Z. Therefore, they are not per- 
secuted. They are simply punished for their dis. 
turbance of the pease of the state. He cannot 
distinguish between just and unjust law—unless he 
happens to be one of the victims. And all this not- 
withstanding that the heroes whom he honors, 
the martyrs whom he reverences, even the very man- 
god whom he worships, were the law-breakers of 
their time and suffered as such in the dungeon and 
upon the rack, at the stake and on the scaffold 
and the cross. He seems unable to see that stat- 
utes enacted to limit the non-invasiv liberty of the 
citizen are simply edicts of persecution, that in the 
nature of things they cannot be anything else, that 
it is impossible for them to possess the dignity and 
sacredness of defensiv laws which all protected by 
them are under solemn obligation to obey. In this 
connection the American Sentinel of September 
12th has these very pertinent observations : 

«It is denied by some that the Adventists are 
persecuted. But persecution has never been called 
by that name by those who engaged in it—it has 
always been ‘ONLY ENFORCING THE Law.’ Nor has 
there been, as a general thing, any attempt to jus- 
tify persecution avowedly in the interest of religion. 
In every age and in every country religious intoler- 
ance has been defended, to a greater or less extent, 
on the ground of public policy. Dissenters hav 
ever been accused as enemies of the state, subvert- 
ers of social order, disturbers of the public peace, 
and violaters of the civil law, just as Seventh-Day 
Adventists are to day stigmatized as Anarchists and 
indicted for acts ‘against the peace and dignity of 
the state.’ ” 

These are truths that it would be supposed all 
could understand, and that would naturally occur 
to the minds of thoughtful persons. But they do 
not make any impression in certain quarters—in 
fact, not only do men not arrive at the truth in this 
matter by their own excogitations, but they are un- 
able to see it when presented to them by others. 
Slaves of the grossest superstitions, the editors of 
many of the papers of this city, including some of 
the most serious and conscientious, earnestly con- 
tend that the law should always be enforced and 
obeyed “because it is law,” regardless of its consti- 
tutionality or justice. They applaud wholesale rob- 
bery and other forms of persecution, and condemn 
as enemies of society and promoters of crime those 
who see more clearly than themselvs. When they 
know that the Sunday law, for instance, was enacted 
in the interest of a class and that that class is using 
the law for the purpose of tormenting those who 
difter from its members in opinion and habits of 
life, precisely as it was intended to be used, and 
that they are justifying tue persecution on the 
ground that “the law must be enforced because it 
is law’’—in‘the face of al! these plain aud indisputa- 
ble facts, they keep up their parrot chatter about 
the “ duty” of enforcing all laws—although they at 
the same time know that there are thousands of 
dead laws in the books—and pour out their sick- 
ening adulation on officials who admit that the laws 
they are enforcing with so much simulated virtue 
are crimes against the guaranteed civil rights and 
equal liberty of the citizens of the town and state 
and nation. These editors are blind leaders, but 
they are likely to make the discovery that all the 
people are not their blind followers. The manufac- 
ture of political capital can become too open an 
industry. 


The Catholic Union and Times says that the 
continued cruelties of the Turks and the Chinese 
* upon inoffensiv heralds of the cross cry to heaven: 
for vengeance.” How about turning the other 
cheek, Father Cronin? But of course it is too 
much. to expect Christians to practice what they 
preach. Then, again, it would seem that if God 
really wants the world to be converted to Christian- 
ity he would take some effectiv means of protecting 
the *inoffensiv heralds” whom he has “called” to 
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do the work. It is very easy to call upon “ Chris- 


tian" governments to punish the “heathens” for 
the killing of Christian missionaries, but if the 
church controled the governments, as she once did, 
who would insure even for one day the lives of 
heathen missionaries in Christian lands? 
m Ics 

**Pray, pay, and praise are three very religious p’s. 
Do you use them freely, reader?"— The Soldier. 

Observation and history show that the Christian 
prefers to use those three other p's—prejudge, pre- 
varicate, and persecute. 


“ Things are queerly mixed in some parts of this city. 
They are mixed in the two blocks of Lafayette place. At 
one end of it is the excellent statue of the Rev. Father 
Drumgoole, the ‘Newsboys’ Friend.’ Near the other 
end of itis the charming See House of Bishop Potter, op- 
posit to which are the offices of an Infidel paper, a Prohi- 
bitionist paper, a Socialist paper, and two papers for tail- 
ors,” —New York Sun. 

And the Infidel paper, Taz Truru Sxxkzm, is the 
best of all of them, even if Roman Catholic Post- 

. master-General Caron of Canada doesn’t like it. 


‘In this free land of ours when ecclesiastical authority 
is exercised so a8 to control the rights of citizsns, or 
abridge the privileges of citizenship, it is time for us to 
inquire whereunto the thing will grow."— Nashville 
Christian Advocate. 

That sounds good, and yet the Christian Advo- 
cate favors Sabbath laws, exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation, and most if not all the other 
means whereby “ecclesiastical authority controls 
the rights of citizens and abridges the privileges of 
citizenship." Fair words are often used only to 
deceive. 


Detroit is in the grasp of the Sundayites; clos- 
ing there is more complete than in New York. The 
Civic Federation (evidently the Sabbath Union un- 
der a less offensiv name) “took up the matter of a 
quiet and law-abiding Sabbath observance and en- 
listed all the young people of the Christian En- 
deavor and other societies.” These young folks are 
taking their initial lessons in the degrading and 
criminal school of the spy and informer. It will 
be noticed that this closing crusade is frankly for 
« Sabbath observance,” meaning, for the observance 
of Sunday as a religious holy day; not for the 
* Sunday rest" hypocritically demanded in the as- 
serted interest of the “laborer,” crushed under the 
‘ruthless feet of “brutal monopolists.” What a sham 
this “rest” pretext is! 


The Christian Reformer opines that “the greatest 
boon the civil power could confer” on the readers of 
Tux Teron Sxzxekr “would be to cut off their supply 
of congenial pabulum and thus induce them to seek 
something more wholesome, both mentally and 
morally.” The prescription is a very simple one, 
but it is not new. Persecuting doctors of divinity 
hav always made a large use of it in their practice. 
The Catholic nostrum-dispensers long believed that 
it was a “sure cure” for the Bible-reading malady, 
and so they forbade the circulating of that volume, 
trusting that those who found such “ pabulum" 
“congenial,” on discovering that “their supply” was 
“cut off,” would “seek something more wholesome, 
both mentally and morally.” We extend our sin. 
cere felicitations to the Presbyterian editor, for we 
know that he must greatly enjoy his home-coming. 
At last, back under the dear old roof-tree of Holy 
Mother Church, he can crawl into the cradle where 


in its infancy his creed was rocked and “ask once, 


again for the rattle and the bib” of the original 
Christian superstition and tyranny. Rome is gath- 
ering her wandering children back into her capa- 


cious arms. 
—_—— rr 


-“ It is supremacy, not precedence, that we ask for the 
Bible; it is contrast, as well as resemblance, that we must 
feel compelled to insist on. The Bible is stamped with 
specialty of origin, and an immeasurable distance sepa- 
rates it from all competitors.”— W. E. Gladstone, 

It is very kind and considerate of Mr. Gladstone 
to do no more than ask for supremacy for the Bible. 
Here, in the United States, and also in England, 
his fellow Christians are in the habit of demanding 
that the people who do not believe the book is of 


Jormer. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 613 


observer and thinker fiads the roots of all “sin” is 
not merely deficiency of intellectual knowledge, but 
moral poverty as well? He is ignorant who does 
not know how to liv with his neighbors with the 
least possible friction, no less than he who does not 
know the primary branches of school science. All 
“gin” is malformation, miseducation, or mal-adjust- 
ment, and education is the only preventiv. No 

person of sense claims that “ sin” (injury of self or 

others) is “not a very serious mhater;" that state- 

ment is an orthodox travesty of the Rationalistic 

idea. The constant struggle of man is to escape 

from “gin” and the imperfections of external nature, 

but it is mentai and moral insanity to claim that 

the mistakes he makes through ignorance, and 

under the spur of imperious desires, merit an eter- 

nity of pain, and that nothing can save him from 

that hell of agony but belief in the sufficiency of 
the sacrifice of an unoffending man-god. 


divine origin be taxed to pay for the teaching of its 
doctrins in the public schools. In fact, it is only 
recently that they hav become modest enough to 
make a respectful request that it be considered on 
its literary and historical merits. Hitherto it was 
a “thus saith the Lord," “believe or be damned.” 
But it is more than the science and the critical 
scholarship of the age will grant—the asked-for 
supremacy for the Bible. It must take its place 
among other books as a human production. The 
Nashville Christian Advocate hopes that the utter- 
ance of the ex-Premier of England will “strengthen 
the spinal column of some preaching brother or 
layman who is inclined to be panicky in the face of 
foes that hav been routed again and again.” The 
way in which the Christian champions hav “routed 
again and again” the critics of the Bible is by 
“again and again” accepting the results of the 
critics’ investigations and then claiming that they 
always believed that way themselvs! 

“To dare to apply the law of Christ to any public ques- 
tion is said to be a uniting of church and state, and that 
is regarded as a treasonable offense under the Constitution 
of the United States. The secret of all these attacks on 


Christian missionaries and Christian reformers is antag- 
onism to the truths of the divine word.”—Christian Re- 


When Cardinal Gibbons returned from Rome re- 
cently, he said, in an interview, in which he was 
asked what the Pope thought of aftairs in the 
United States: 

** He believes fully in the custom of the American Con- 
gress of opening the sessions with prayer, and considers 
that & government in which religion has such a high 
Standing is on a sure foundation.” 

It was unnecessary for Leo to make either of 
these statements, or for Cardinal Gibbons to repeat 
them to the attentiv reporter. It goes without 
saying that the pope approves of any custom or 
law that tends to the union of church and state, 
and that he thinks that a government that stands 
with its hat off to, and its hand in the public 
treasury for the benefit of the church is “on a sure 
foundation.” It is out of the recognition of the 
power of the priesthood, which public prayers giv 
evidence of, that the church gets satisfaction, for 
the prayers themselvs are the most perfunctory 
performances imaginable, listened to with ill-con- 
cealed impatience by a large number of the mem- 
bers, and escaped from by others by absenteeism. 
They add no dignity to the services of religion, they 
reflect no credit on those who are responsible for 
them, and they emphasize the low moral standard 
of the church, which is willing and eager to take 
the money of dissenters by unconstitutional legis- 
lation and use it for the purpose of propagating the 
creed of a sect. 


The attempt of the theocrats to incorporate the 
doctrins of the church in the Constitution and laws 
is an attempt to unite church and state, and the 
union of church and state és treason to the secular 
Constitution. If it is not treason, why are the theo- 
crats trying to amend the Constitution? The op- 
position to the schemes of the theocrats is caused 
by our knowledge of the evils that flow from the 
union of the civil and the ecclesiastical, and by our 
love of religious liberty, not by any hatred of such 
truths as the Bible may contain. It ill becomes the 
Christian Reformer to talk of hatred of the truths 
of the Bible, while it is expending every energy it 
can command in the endeavor to compel the citi- 
zens of the United States to observe Sunday as 
the Sabbath, when it well knows that the Bible 
does not recognize that day as the Sabbath, and 
that Jesus, Paul, and James protest against a com- 
pulsory Sabbath of any kind. 

Pane Oar oe enero eee nS 

** Bob Ingersoll’s pocket was picked in Missouri the 
other day of $250 in cash and a draft for $700. What 
will he say of this? He caunot blame the man, for, if 
Ingersoll’s logic be right, the man has offended no law, 
there being no standard by which we can condemn. the 
pickpocket, since he had 2 chance to get the money and 
got it. There cannot be a moral law unless it has some 
great head, and, as Ingersoll's argument is that there is 
no great head, each man has the right to be a law unto 
himself. Go for him again, slick-finger! Pluck him just 
after he has done one of his high-sounding talks on 
beauty and while the cash is there in his inside pocket!” 
—Richmond State. 

And yet, in the face of such evidence as this, there 
are people who maintain that man was originally 
perfect! Who can believe that the descendants of 
a perfect man and woman could ever hav fallen into 
such intellectual and moral depths as that in which 
this Virginia editor is hopelessly floundering? On 
the other hand, there is nothing strange in this 
phenomenon if we accept the evolutionary hvpoth- 
esis of man’s origin and development, for that 
recognizes the fact that not all men in human form 
hav advanced along parallel lines; some are en- 
lightened, some only civilized, while still others are 
in the semi civilized, the barbarian, and the savage 
stages, and some are still lower, for, as Dr. Freder- 
ick R. Marvin aptly says—it would seem prophet- 
ically—“There are paths of development behind the 
ape, and there are men who tread them.” 


A man named Marable was convicted of murder 
in Virginia. It was thought by some that he was 
innocent, or, at least, that when a woman who was 
to be tried later was put on the stand, with her 
witnesses, it would be shown that Marable was not 
chiefly responsible for the crime. So Father Wel- 
bers tried to induce Governor O'Ferrall to grant a 
respit until after the trial of the woman. This the 
governor refused to do, fearing that if the respit 
were granted there would be a resort to lynch law. 
The priest, describing his interview with the con- 
victed man after his failure to secure the postpone- 
ment, says: 

** At last I said: ‘Marable, what do you think now?’ 
He did not answer me for several minutes, but at last he 
lifted his head and said: ‘ The Lord’s will be done,’ add- 
ing with a deep sigh, ‘ but it’s unjusi.' 

‘tT believe it’s unjust, and that Marable deserves his 
sentence no more than the engineer and fireman of the 
train that was held up last fall deserve to share the sen- 
tence of Morgan.” 

“The Lord's will be done, but it's unjust"! 
How much that tells of the righteous revolt of the 
human against the infamous doctrin of the divine, 
justice, which, so far as we are concerned, is a pure 
fiction. If Marable is hanged, ‘and if the priest still 
thinks that the sentence was unjust, how will he 
reconcile this miscarriage of justice with his belief 
that his god is a just god? As an educated man, 
the priest must recognize that while there was 
always room for honest error in the verdict of the 
jury and the refusal of Governor O’Ferrall to inter- 
fere, no such excuse avails in the case of a god of 
unlimited knowledge and power. Why should a 
man of thought and of generous impulses cling to 
a creed adapted only to savages in the animistic 
stage of development? Why does he not step out 
into light and liberty ? 


. * To what extent is Christ the light of the world? Is 
he simply a teacher of men? I find it no easy task to be 
as patient as I ought to be with the shallowness of men 
who think and Speak of Christ only as a great pedagog, 
making men better simply by making them wiser. It is 
based on the unwarranted assumption that.sin is not a 
very serious matter, born solely of ignorance. That it 
is lodged solely in the intellect, and that the easy and 
certain cure for it is education.”—Rev. Dr. J. B. Haw- 
thorne, Baptist, of Atlanta. . 


Does not Mr. Hawthorne know that true educa- 
tion cultivates the whole man? Is he unware of 
the fact that the ignorance in which the scientific 
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Call for the Annual Congress. 
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 25TA, 26TH, AND 27TH. 

Zo the Liberals of America, Members of the Free- 
thought Federation and Secular Union, and 
al! Societies organized for the Purpose of 
maintaining a purely Secular Government: 

It is of great importance that Freethinkers 
should combine. It is of more importance now 
than at any previous period, for there is more work 
to do and the work cannot be done by isolated 
effort There are vast ecclesiastical combinations 
organized for the express purpose of overthrowing 
Freethought, and also of uniting church and state 
in a more dangerous form than ever before. These 
questions immediately confront us: 

The Taxation of Ohurch Property, 

The Bible in the Publie Schools, 

The Sabbath Laws, and / 

The Liberty of the Press. 

Property to the value of a billion of dollars is ex- 
empti from taxation in the American Republic, in 
many places religious exercises in the public schools 
are on the increase, and the very foundation of uni- 
versal education is being destroyed. The conflict 
in regard to Sabbath laws is now waged both in the 
states and in the national Congress, and a central- 
ized political power is being established for the 
purpose of aggrandizing the authority of the church 
in civil matters; and honest Freethinkers are im- 
prisoned to-day for discussing questions of the ut- 
most importance to human improvement. Against 
these flagrant and ever accumulating acts of injus- 
tice we must unitedly contend. Freethinkers 
throughout the Union, in every state, county, city, 
and village, should be in activ communication, and 
ready to meet at any point the encroachments of 
the church. It is often the case that a Freethinker 
is alone in his community in the open support of 
Liberal thought and principles, and for this reason 
suffers persecutions. Religious bigots assume that 
they can trample upon the Freethinker’s rights 
with impunity on account of their own vast majority. 

When it is well understood that the Freethinkers 
of this country are joined together and will defend 
one another at all hazards, the rights of Freethought 
will be respected and the individual Freethinker 
will hav the power of numbers to support his cause. 
The theologian is naturally a coward. He perse- 
cutes only the minority. He does not trust in God 
unless God has a big majority. When the theolo- 
gian realizes that the Freethinker is not a solitary 
unit, but the representativ of a great force, he will 
not only cease his persecutions, but even welcome 
him to social equality. A theologian is very con- 
siderate towards a powerful party, however much 
he despises the humble citizen. 

There is a great contest before us. We must be 
an organized party or submit to defeat and ostra- 
cism. We cannot fold ou: bands and do nothing. 
We must become an intellectual, social, moral, and 
political power through a generous and permanent 
comradeship. We can do this only by public meet- 
ings, congresses, associations, and a Freethought 
press. We must use the same instrumentalities 
that are constantly used by the churches. They 
hav their great gatherings, their synods, their coun- 
cils, their conventions, and in this way the churches 
create an immense enthusiasm and exercise a more 
potent sway. These are human, practical, and far- 
reaching means, and Freethought must avail itself 
of such necessary aids. 

All, therefore, are urged to come together at the 
National Congress of the American Secular Union 
and the Freethought Federation of America, to be 
held in New York, October 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1895. 

It is hoped that there will be a large attendance, 
and that measures of co-operation, greater advance 
and usefulness will be adopted and cordially carried 
out by friends of freedom throughout the country. 

The members of the American Secular Union are 
notified that such amendments to the Constitution 
will be proposed at the coming Congress as will 

enable the Union to consolidate with the Free- 
thought Federation of America. 


The members of the Freethought Federation are 
also notified that changes of the same nature will 
be proposed for its Constitution in order that it 
may unite as an organized body with the American 
Secular Union. 

It is the general desire that there be one grand 
national organization adapted to all the needs of 
the present and future work. Without doubt this 
will be determined in a wise, conciliatory, and pro- 
gressiv spirit. Let us close our ranks and meet the 
common enemy, the bigots of the Christian church. 
We work for the future; we work for humanity; we 
work for the best interests ot civilization, for the 
liberty and the progress of all Let us stand 
bravely by our colors and unite in the common 
cause. There are vast and profound principles 
which should harmonize superficial differences. We 
hav no creed to support, but always and everywhere 
the rights of man. This is the mighty battle- 
ground. Let us rally now as never before, with 
earnest convictions, courage, and enthusiasm. We 
cannot evade the issue, neither can the church itself. 
It is liberty or it is slavery. This is the conflict of 
the ages, and in the American Republic all that is 
most precious and ennobling is at stake. 

Samovrr P. Purnam, President. 


The Brotherhood of Man. 

To an observer of the human mind as manifested 
in all phases of the history of thought, the clash 
and din of diverse creeds, the thunder of the par- 
sons and the shouting, and the fanaticism and re- 
ligious intolerance of the present day afford a sin- 
gular prospect. 

“God is love,” we are told in holy writ. The 
palpably inconsistent statement that * Godis a con- 
suming fire” is also found in the same holy writ. 
Is he both? Possibly he consumes us with the fire 
of love. I fancy the inquisitor-general kindled 
many such fires. 

* Peace on earth, good will toward men,” rings 
out from the pulpit. and the good book heralds 
forth the promis, *I came not to bring peace, but 
a sword.” There is much of this sword doctrin in 
the Bible. But which did he bring? The testi- 
mony of the written page tells too well the story. 
Was it a sword? We are answered by the groans 
of millions who perished on many a gory field; by 
the wailing of orphans, and by the shrieking vic- 
tims of dread Bartholomew’s day, whose echoes 
reach us mingled with the doleful reverberation of 
te deums. Is God a consuming fire? Go read the 
page of history, illumined by the fires of Smithfield 
and written in the blood of martyrs. 

All this is the result of a doctrin which exalts 
the love of an intangible deity above that of father 
and mother, and the veneration of saints above the 
idols of the household. Is it any wonder that men 
so instructed should become hardened to all the 
feelings of humanity, callous to the supplications of 
innocence, and fit only for acts of unfeeling bar- 
barity* 

Take the church, with her record of murder and 
rapine; her long and inglorious warfare with 
Science, from Galileo to Darwin; and yet in none 
of these was she more infamous than in her pitiless 
effort to stifle love, the sweetest emotion known to 
the human heart. But the church was not without 
scriptural authority: «If any man come to me and 
hate not his father and mother, and wife, and chil- 
dren, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own 
life also, he cannot be my disciple ” (Luke xiv, 26). 
Such expressions come with fitting grace from one 
who says, “Iam come to send fire on the earth” 
(Luke xii, 49), and that he will be “revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know not God” (2 
Thess. i, 8). “Cursed be he that keepeth back his 
sword from blood,” saith the Lord (Jere. xlviii, 10). 
These debasing doctrins, impressed upon the mor- 
bid brains of enthusiasts, are well calculated to de- 
stroy all love for humanity. 

St. Paul, who first placed a premium on celibacy, 
opposed matrimony, and all those sentiments which 
lead to it. He says (1 Cor. vii, 1), “It is good for 
a man not to touch a woman.” “ Nevertheless,” he 
continues, “to avoid fornication let every man hav 
his own wife, and let every woman hay her own 
husband.” Filthy and abominable, this sentence 
may well bring the flush of honest indignation to 
the cheek of every man who possesses an atom of 
love or respect for woman. Is this the sole justi- 
fication of marriage? We hope not. Again (1 
Cor. vii, 9), the same saintly philosopher suggests 
the alternativ of marriage, rather than “burn.” He 
also says: * He that giveth her in marriage doeth 
well, but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth 
better " (1 Cor. vii, 38). Little marvel that St. Paul 
was a bachelor! 

It is time we were setting aside the antiquated 
doctrins of fear and hate, and substituting for them 


something that will giv happiness. Let there be 
tolerance, friendship, love. We are all brothers, 
living on the same little planet; pilgrims, as it 
were, all traveling toward the same country—a 
country that lies beyond the dark waters—and why 
rend asunder the golden chain of friendship? The 
short years of life soon pass away, and then we 
part. Itis well to liv in peace while we are here. 
Maladies which bafile the skill of physicians often 
vanish before a smile, a friendly grasp of the hand, 
or a kind word or two. In this world there are 
weeping eyes; faces wan and wasted by the afflic- 
tions of years; human beings dying for a gentle 
look, or a friendly deed. 

The religion of this country is a sham, an empty 
shell, a “gilded halo hovering ’round decay.” It 
has caused more enmities than friendships, and 
broken up far more homes than it has united. 
Parsons will talk of the poor—whom they. recognize 
in public only when no one is looking. Female re- 
formers will arise in church and descant upon the 
sufferings of the masses; but should a poor man 
accost one of them upon the street, she would draw 
her righteous skirts about her, elevate her patrician 
nose, and sweep grandly on. 

All this must change. Freethought is thumping 
at the door of the human mind, and will never 
cease till the supremacy of conscience shall be es- 
tablished, with that ideal of the centuries, the uni- 
versal brotherhood of man. ' Sprep Mossy. 

Jefferson City, Mo. 


Those Missionary “ Martyrs.” 


Let the missionaries go to China if they will, or 
to any other part of the globe. Where they go is 
their own business, as long as they take the risk 
themselvs. But when they clamor for protection, 
we hav a right to see whether they deserve it. If 
they go into the mission-field in the spirit of mar- 
tyrdom, we shall respect their motivs, howevet we 
may suspect their wisdom. But they cannot enjoy 
the double privilege of martyrdom and citizenship. 
Let them make their choice. If their attack on the 
heathen has to be supported by gunboats, it is ob- 
vious that their enterprise is not “spiritual.” They 
must be enrolled as ordinary traders. 

The fact is, the missionaries are not invited, and 
are not welcome. They force themselvs upon the 
heathen. And in doing so they expect—and when 
possible exact—a tolerance which they would never 
exhibit themselvs. Just imagin what would hap- 
pen if the Chinese sent missionaries to England! 
Brutal attacks hav been made at Liverpool upon a 
little body of Mohammedans, who do not go out 
into the streets to proselytize, but confine them- 
selvs to their own mosque. And it must be remem- 
bered that nearly a hundred million Mohammedans 
are subjects of the British empire. Nay, we need 
not take such an extreme illustration. Christians 
here, in the United Kingdon, brutally ill-treat each 
other. Take the following newspaper report of an 
occurrence in Ireland on Sunday, August 25th: 

On the street preachers making their reappearance at 
Sligo yesterday they were beset by a large and violent 
crowd, and, despite the efforts of a hundred police, they 
were assaulted with stones, rotten eggs, and filth, so that 
in a short time their clothes were completely spoiled. 
Several policemen were struck by stones, but not seri- 
ously injured. After three-quarters of an hour the mis- 
sionaries were escorted to their lodgings by the police. 

Rotten eggs and ordure show contempt, stones 
show hatred, and bloodshed shows the spirit of 
murder. Only withdraw the police, and dead bodies 
would strew the ground. 

Suppose the preachers at Sligo were foreigners, 
with strange dress and manners; suppose they 
spoke in ridiculous broken English, and at the same 
time gave themselvs airs of immense superiority ; 
suppose they told the people that they would all go 
to hell unless they accepted the preachers’ creed, 
whether they understood it or not; and suppose. 
they broadly hinted that they had powerful friends 
in the country they came from, who might come 
with warships and big guns if the people did not 
behave themselvs. Does any man in his right 
senses imagin that this would not incense the peo- 
ple terribly, and that some of the most fierce and 
fanatical would not be provoked to deeds of vio- 
lence ? - . 

O wad some pow'r the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as ithers see us! 

Christianity is the most intolerant religion that 
ever disgraced the earth. It has shed oceans of 
blood, and it still persecutes wherever it has the 
power. What right has such a religion to make 
such & fuss about the consumption (as Gibbon 
would call it) of a few missionaries? And when 
the consumption occurs in China, where Christian 
England has forced a big opium trade in spite of 
the protests of the Chinese government, the howl- 
ing of the Christians is enough to shake the world 
With laughter.—G, W. Foote, in the Freethinker. 
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sorts of “isms” are on the move. Liverpool is more 
like Chicago than any other city I know of. It is 
comparativly modern, and there is no ancient flavor 
about it. It is a city of to-day. It has something 
of the rush and roar of Western life, and lacks the 
oriental ease of time-honored institutions. It has 
not even an old cathedral, but must build a new 
one. Liverpool, therefore, like Chicago, is open to 
all kinds of influences, tendencies, commotions, and 
reforms. It is not tied down. It has no deep roots 
into the mighty past, like London and Edinburgh. 
No knights, no castles, haunt the memories of Liv- 
erpool. She is pre-eminently the “child of the gea." 
From “ watery Neptune” she derives her pomp and 
pride and circumstance. 

Liverpool takes its name from the Welsh; the 
words Lier pwl, signifying “place of the pool.” 
The “Domesday Book” does not contain the name 
of Liverpool. In King John’s time it was only & 
fishing village. During the reign of King Edward 
the First it had only 800 inhabitants. | In 1347, 
when levies were made by Edward ITI. upon Lon- 
don for 25 ships and 662 men, Bristol 22 ships and 
608 men, Hull 16 ships and 466 men, for the war 
against France, Liverpool was required to furnish 
only one bark and six men. In Queen Elizabeth’s 
time the place is described as “her majesty’s poor 
decayed town of Liverpool" In 1634, when Charles 
I. made his levy of ship money, Liverpool was let 
off. with £15, while Chester paid £100 and Bristol 
£1,000. The Liverpool of modern times began 
about 1738 Ia 1800 the population was 77,000; 
in 1868, 500,000; to-day, with the incorporation of 
surrounding municipalities the “ Greater Liverpool" 
will enroll a population of over one million. It will 
thus be seen that Liverpool is mainly a city of the 
nineteenth century, and with its marvelous and 
widespread trade possesses the characteristics of 
this teeming age, having much of the dash and en. 
ergy and comprehensiv spirit of the great cities of 
America. I find a good deal of the Yankee in this 
ocean-nurtured metropolis. Farewell to Liverpool. 
I hope to see again its spacious docks, its thousand 
flags, its villas and mansions, its handsome parks 
and gardens, its noble Mersey, and its brilliant 
Freethinkers, who will certainly keep these busy 
shores illuminated with reason and liberty. 

Margate flows on the vision next—Margate by 
the sea, one of the “ peculiar institutions” of Eog- 
land. We might say of it, “Age cannot wither, nor 
custom stale, its infinit variety." One would miss 
quite a picture of English outdoor life if he did 
not go to Margate and its brilliant surroundings, 
Ramsgate, Broadstairs, etc. Broadstairs was one 
of the favorit abodes of Dickens, where he wrote 
«Bleak House.” It is certainly a lovely place for 
meditation and romance. I went down with Foote 
and Watts, and we surrendered ourselvs to the 
beauty of sea and land, and roamed through realms 
‘of lively enchantment. The moment you strike 
Margate you are in the midst of a big crowd. It 
seems as if everybody was coming there. You 
wander to the beach, and it is covered with thou- 
sands of people. All sorts of shows are rampant— 
the minstrels, the shooting-galleries, the phreno- 
logical lecturer, the donkeys, etc. Hundreds of 
children with bare legs splash through the waters, 
digging holes in the sand or building castles. 
The “ machines” go in and out; the boats fly; the 
steamships roll, packed to the brim, and far away 
spreads the immensity of the ocean with its million 
flashing waves. It is a vast and animated scene. 
Everybody is happy, and abandons himself to the 
impulse of the moment. It is the fashion to do as 
you please. Nature smiles with exhilarating change- 
fulness. The sunshine is gorgeous, and the houses 
and streets are bathed in splendor, and wherever 
you look there is the joy of untrammeled life. It 
does people good to come to these great, bright, 
beautiful shores and be “real folks,” to be as out- 
spoken and rollicking as the sea itself. It is health 
to the whole man, body and brain, this wild and 
wondrous motion of the waters; this glory of the 
heavens; this free, democratic, cheerful, luminous 
intermingling of all sorts and conditions of human- 
ity on the broad level spaces of the spangled shores 
upon which the sea-god pours his brightest jewels. 

-Great coaches, with “four-in-hand,” speed from 
Margate to Ramsgate, and it is a charming drive. 
For a while we leave the blue ocean behind. Green 
fields and groves, beautiful gardens, and delightful 
homes, clothed with ivy and roses, expand upon the 
view. Then again the ocean appears as we dash 
down the declivity into the bustling town. Rams- 
gate, if anything, is more jubilant than Margate. 
At some portions of our way we can scarcely push 
along, so intricate is the multitude. We reach the 
immense pier, from which there is an extensiv view 
of sea and shore. For miles the chalk cliffs stretch 
their battlements in white radiance. We see the 
cloudy lands of Dover, where King Lear once! 


News and Notes. 


Again upon the lovely ocean, and homeward 
bound. Again the shores sink from view, and 
again the mighty ship, plunging through the glis- 
tening billows, is for the time being the bounded 
world of humanity. 

The past summer appears a dream floating before 
the mind’s eye like a wondrous panorama. In the 
sunshine, beneath the boundless heavens, we muse 
and meditate, while with soft, continuous thunder 
through blue depths the huge vessel speeds with 
flying banners. It is beautiful, serene, rejoicing, 
all the shining expanse, while fresh winds giv vigor 
and elasticity to the frame; while, as the sea itself, 
the mind sparkles with a thousand thoughts. Like 
a mirror it reflects the gorgeous scene. This is 
pure happiness, a diamond-like existence, without 
burden, without care. An ocean voyage is poetry, 
music, romance. We are borne along whether we 
will or no, and abandon ourselvs with inexpressible 
delight to the changing glory of wave and sky. 

Farewell to England, to its ancient grandeur, its 
accumulated wealth of centuries, its blossom in 
to-day’s life of a thousand years of toil. The 
“golden eloquence” of Shakspere was never so 
deeply felt. The more we appreciate England the 
better we understand all the world. 


. This sceptred isle, 
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 
This other Eden, demi-paradise, 

This fortress built by nature for herself a 
Against infection and the hand of war, 

This happy breed of men, this little world, 

This precious stone get in the silver ses. _ 

The last two weeks seemed to go like a flash. I 
can only giv a glimpse of these crowded days. It 
was as if the hand of time was turning a kaleido- 
scope, and each moment presented a new picture 

I spent an evening with Edward Truelove, the 
oldest Freethinker in the world, I guess. He is in 
his eighty-fifth year. He is like a mountain, over 
whose face hav passed the storms of conflict, but 
is now shining in rugged serenity. He has always 
shown great courage in the publication of radical 
books, and has suffered imprisonment therefor. 
He gave me many reminiscences of his extraordi- 
nary experiences, and I realized more than ever 
the savage nature of that Christian theology which 
still sways in the laws of England. The tortures 
of imprisonment are but little understood. It is a 
living death. Man is treated like a machine. Every 
right is violated. It is bad enough when criminals 
are thus treated; but what shall we say when those 
who are devoted to the improvement of mankind 
are compelled to endure this terrific ordeal? We 
cannot too highly honor those who, like Holyoake, 
Truelove, Bennett, and Foote, hav conquered 
. through these depths of solitary suffering. They 
hay given to our time a noble realm, but at an aw- 
fal cost, which we are sometimes apt to forget in 
the enjoyments of these happy days. |: 

Mr. and Mrs. Truelove celebrated their golden 
wedding about five weeks ago. At their home at: 
Hornsey they still giv welcome to Freethought 
friends. In Mr. Truelove's library, gathered through 
many years from his bookstore, are rare Free- 
thought publications, not to be found even in the 
British Museum. He has portraits of Godwin, 
Hetherington, Watson, etc. He has the table upon 
which Thomas Paine wrote the “ Rights of Man,” 
which bears an inscription recording the fact, 
placed there by Clio Rickman, who owned the table 
when Mr. Truelove first saw it in his early manhood 
at Rickman’s house. In after years, by strange 
coincidences, it came into Truelove’s possession. 
Mr. Truelove also showed me a picture of Paine’s 
iron bridge, the first iron bridge built on this 
planet, and which still arches the river at Sunder- 
Yand. Many phases of the world’s history flashed 
before me in my brief visit with this remarkable 
veteran, whose life has spanned so much of the 
nineteenth century. 

Liverpool is my next lecturing field, August 25th, 
and here I again receive a hearty Lancashire wel- 
come. The hallis full in the evening, and though- 
the challenge for debate is given, no Christian op- 
ponents appear. They seem to be discouraged, or 
perhaps they will resort to guerrilla warfare and 
attack the lecturer when he is far across the Atlan- 
tic. Liverpool has a varied and interesting Free- 
thought element, which branches out in manifold 
directions—literature, science, politics, and philos- 
ophy. Mr. Ernest Newman has fine promis in the 
field of art and criticism, for he has the faculty of 
appreciation and the talent of expression. Mr 
Lawrence Small, Mr. Wollett, Mr. Roberts, Mr 
Towers, Secretary Doeg, the Balfour brothers, etc , 
are generously equipped for the service. Liverpool 
is not an easy field. It demands work and expendi- 
ture. There are so many forces in play here that 
Freethought must watch and win its chance, All 


walked, and beyond, in the keen sunset, can some- 
times be discerned the faint outlines of the hills of 
France. From the pier we journey to the lofty 
walls, where Hotel Granville fronts the main, one 
of the most beautiful hotels I hav ever seen. It is 
more picturesque than most buildings of the kind. 
There is an element of poetry in its architecture.- 
It has towers and turrets and spacious roofs. It is 
not all straight up and down, but there are curved 
lines and sunlit spaces, where, in ordinary hotels, is 
confinement and gloom. It is in harmony, I think, 
with its environments, the tall cliffs, the vast sea, 
the glowing hights shadowed by stately groves. 

In the moonlight and starlight, through dim 
majestic pictures, we return to Margate, to Terrace 
Hotel, and Hearts of Oak restaurant, which are 
along the Marine Drive. We receive a jolly wel- 
come, for the landlord is S. H. Munns, an old-time 
Freethinker, side by side with Bradlaugh, and al- 
ways ready to do his level best. Our appetite is 
good, and the dinner is delightful. After the din- 
ner we sit upon the broad portico, with the sea be- 
fore and the stars above, while below the crowds 
pace along the brilliant streets, and occasional 
music bursts athwart the electric lights. and the 
tide comes glistening in, until all the sandy spaces 
shine with lustrous waves. Amidst these bewitch- 
ing surroundings, with nature and the human heart 
in magnetic attraction, we indulge in reminiscences 
of the past, of Bradlaugh’s mighty battle, with 
whom my confrères had fought and won, and whose 
apirit still walks abroad, unchained by death and 
burning in the thoughts of to-day and to-morrow. 
How wonderfully life expands when we thus look 
on the limitless sea and the limitless stars. It was 
a glorious night. I shall not forget its manifold 
scenes, its stars and waves, its circling lamps, its 
‘murmuring people, its joyous companionship, its 
music of hope, “ring out the old, ring in the new.” 

On the morrow we drive to Broadstairs, and 
thence walk along the margin of the sea to Rams- 
gate. It is beautiful, the tall cliffs for our pathway, 
the sea a hundred feet beneath, murmuring and 
glistening on miles of shore with faint melody, 
while like little fairies almost seem the people that 
wander up and down; and the great blue spreads . 
beyond in immeasurable glory, while on the other 
side. masses of green fields and golden harvests 
mingle with the dark splendor of groves. We pass 
around the magnificent estate of the noble Monte- 
fiore. the philanthropist who made all the world his 
country. It was 8 place where one’s mind might be 
filled with great and beautiful ideas, so broad and 
universal is the aspect nature presents. It is 
enough to make us boys again, and when we come 
across & venerable man who might be Merlin or any 
other bearded vision of antiquity, whose only means 
of living was a cocoanut gallery, it behooved us of 
course to try a hand. You paya pennya shot. If 
you hit the cocoanut, the cocoanut is yours. If not 
the old man is a penny ahead. Only one of us 
made out to hit the cocoanut, but it was good exer- 
ercise, and made us breathe the atmosphere of 
youth. This is one of the favorit games along the 
seashore. . From Ramsgate we pursue a roundabout 
course to Margate, where we again refresh the inner 
man at the Heart of Oak restaurant, bid farewell to 
our comrade and host, Mr. S. H. Munns, and his 
wife, and return to London, beneath the illumina- 
tions of the harvest moon. 

On Saturday my good friend of Wales memory, 
Mr. Horatio Montefiore, takes me to another gea re- 
sort, Bognor. This is down towards Portsmouth. 
We ride through a beautiful country, great hills on 
either side crowned with bountiful forest, with here 
and there a castellated mansion; anon the noble 
structure of Arundel appears and the vast cathedral 
built for the Catholic church by the duke of Nor- 
folk; all amidst scenery of magnificent loveliness. 
It is wonderful how green the landscapes are in 
England at this season. It is like the freshness of 
springtime. The fields fairly glitter. There is 
nothing like it in America except in June. After 
June the sober brown, with harvest gold, begins tọ 
prevail. But in England it is still a brilliant green 
flashing against the dazzling harvest and “cloth of 
gold” of innumerable buttercups. They say that 
there is a still more brilliant green in Ireland. If 
so, it must be a fascinating land indeed, a jewel 
«get in the silver sea.” These vivid colors seem al- 
most like music as they strke the vision. If there 
is such a thing as a “symphony of colors” then 
England and Ireland areattuned to glorious melody, 
with these emerald hues at the gateways of sum- 
mer and autumn. Bognor is not like Margate. 
It is a different picture of English life, quiet 
and attractiv. There are no crowds here, no rush 
and turmoil. The broad sea is before you—the 
lovely beach, with two or three hundred people 
roaming leisurely along, and children at play. It is 
a pleasing scene if one wants perfect rest. It ani- 
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mates and soothes. At Margate you must be on the 
go; you must keep up with the procession. At 
Bognor you can float away in dreams; you can take 
things easy. There is just enough excitement to 
tingle the blood while allowing you to sink away in 
delicious slumber. There is good companionship 
here. If one wants a bower of paradise he will find 
it at Victoria hotel, Mr. E. Lawford-Webb proprie- 
ior. You hav the best of everything, with all the 
loveliness of country life about you, and, when you 
desire, the far-off glistening sea mingles with the 
radiance of tree and flower and grass. Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Taylor extend their hospitality to the 
American visitor, and the merry children also ani- 
mate the circle. Lawn tennis adds its variable 
fortunes and dancing colors to the charm and 
music of the sea. I had a thoroughly enjoyable 
day. I hav not found any of that “British re- 
serve” yet. So far as my experience goes the Brit- 
ons are a8 Open, generous, and hospitable as the 
typical Westerner himself. They will giv you a 
good hearty handshake, and make you feel at home 
with frankness and joviality. The elegance of civi- 
lization does not diminish the real humanity of the 
Briton. He has too much business with all the 
world to be a provincial. Those who do the work 
in England, who keep its commerce, trade, litera- 
ture, science, on the move, are those who giv the 
stranger a generous welcome. I must thank my 
friend Montefiore for a happy introduction to Eng- 
lish good-fellowship, and for the enjoyment of noble 
sceneries. I hope America can sometime repay 
these delightful experiences. Sawuzr P. Purnam. 


To the Freethinkers of America. 


Having returned from Great Britian I am now 
ready for work in America. The first thing is the 
National Freethought Congress to be held in Octo- 
ber at New York, Hardman’s Hall, corner of 19th 
street and Fifth avenue, a handsome and commo- 
dious hall, of easy access, in the central part of the 
city. We expect to hava grand gathering, espe- 
cially of the Eastern Liberals. I hope that every 
one will do his best for this Congress. Be present, 
and aid us, and send funds if able. The Liberals 
of New York hav nobly responded to the call. Let 
all do the same and success is assured. The object 
of the Congress is to enlighten the people, create a 
wide interest in Freethought, and arrange plans for 
work. I hope that every Freethinker throughout 
the entire country will lend his aid. Let the West 
join with the East in generous support. The fol- 


lowing are the contributions already made: 


Send contributions to E. C. Reichwald, Chicago, 
or directly to me, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 
care of Tae Truru Szrxer. Samus P. Puryam. 

Mr. Putnam’s Farewell to Albion, 
From the London Freethinker. 

Early in May I went down to Southampton with 
Mr. Charles Watts to meet Mr. S. P. Putnam, the 
president of the American Secular Union, who had 

“come over from the great Western republic to see 
this little isle set in the silver sea, and to salute his 
Freethought comrades in the land which produced 
Thomas Paine and Charles Bradlaugh. On the 
first Sunday in May I took the chair at Mr. Putnam’s 
first lecture; on the first Sunday in September I 
took the chair at his last lecture. During the inter- 
vening four months he had “done” England and 
Scotland as few Americans hav the opportunity of 
“doing” it in sucha brief time. He had visited 
most of our principal cities, from Plymouth to Ab- 
erdeen; he had seen a great deal of our finest land- 
scapes, and he had inspected many places of ancient 
historic interest, from a crumbling old Durham 
church to the stately fane of Westminster, where 
lie the ashes of old kings and warriors, and men of 
light and leading, whose names sparkle forever like 
jewels on the forefinger of time. He had lectured 
to enthusiastic meetings of Freethinkers, and had 
everywhere been received with the most generous 
hospitality. And everywhere he had made friends 
by his geniality, good-fellowship, and racy Yankee 
humor. And when the last few days of his stay 
with us arrived, it was but fitting that we should 
entertain him, as Britishers love to entertain their 
friends, at a good dinner; not the paltry dish of 
herbs which solomon thought better than a beef- 
steak with wrangling, but a real square meal, ample 
and satisfactory, such as might prompt a man to say: 


Not e’en the gods upon the past hav power, 
And what has been has been, and I hav had my hour. 


Well, the dinner to Mr. Putnam came off on 
Wednesday, September 4th, at the Holborn Res- 
taurant. The repast was, of course, all that could 
be desired. There is nothing shabby at that es- 
iablishment. And the company was representativ. 
Naturally, most of them were Londoners, but a few 
were up from the country. Mr. Gilhespie came 
from Newcastle, and Mr. Sydney Gimson from Lei- 
cester. Mr. G. J. Holyoake, the veteran, came up 
from Brighton. But he was not the only veteran 
present. There was Mr. Edward Truelove, a hero 
and a martyr of free speech, born in the same year 
as Mr. Gladstone. There was also Mr. George 
Anderson, & rare mixture of shrewdness and benev- 
olence, whose memory goes back to the days of 
Robert Owen. He loved and admired Charles 
Bradiaugh, but he is broad-minded enough to con- 
tinue his support to the movement under new con- 
ditions. Mr. Charles Watts belongs to a younger 
generation, though time is thinning his locks and 
sprinkling them with gray, without quenching his 
eloquence or dulling his fire in debate. Mr. Touzeau 
Parris was there, with his well stored mind, his 
ready tongue, and his sagacity enlivened with smiles. 
Mr. Robert Forder, the faithful old secretary of the 
National Secular Society; Miss Vance, his new and 
energetic colleague; Mr. A. B. Moss and Mr. W. Hes- 
ford, who hav fought solong and gallantly in the 
open-air lecture. field; Mr. James Rowney, who is 
winning laurels in the same warfare; and last, but 
not least, my dear old friend and co-worker, Mr. J. 
M. Wheeler; all these and scores of others met 
around the festiv board, which was graced by the 
presence of well-dressed, smiling ladies, who were 
brave enough to be Freethinkers. Mr. Putnam sat 
on my right, looking plumper and jollier, if that 
were possible, than when he landed on the shores 
of old England. 

After the dinner came the speech-making. My 
own address as chairman was, I trust, suitable to 


‘the occasion. Mr. Holyoake followed in a speech 


marked by felicitous diction, and containing a highly- 
finished eulogy of Colonel Ingersoll, as well as & 
handsome tribute to Mr. Putnam. Mr. Sydney 
Gimson, who spoke for the provinces, was bright 
and telling. He also hoped that Colonel Ingersoll 
would come over to England, but, whether he came 
or not, the Freethinkers of this country had learnt 
to admire and love Mr. Putnam for his own sake, 
and did not merely regard him as a John the Bap- 
tist to a Jesus Christ. Mr. Parris was wise and 
witty. His brief speech bristled with good points. 
Mr. Watts finished the flow of English eloquence 
with characteristic dignity, and then Mr. Putnam 
rose to respond to the toast of his health. The 
whole company rose with him and cheered him to 
the echo. It was impossible for flesh and blood to 
be unmoved at such a greeting. Mr. Putnam was 
visibly affected, but his platform training served 
him in good stead, and he launched out intoa really 
brilliant speech, abounding in humor, pathos, and 
nervous eloquence. When he sat down the applause 
was worth hearing. I only wish it could hav been 
heard by our comrades in America. 

Some music on the piano,a few capital songs, and 
an inimitably-rendered satirical reading by Mrs. 
Charles Watts, added to the general enjoyment. 
Finally, there came an impromptu addition to the 
official program. Mr. George Anderson proposed 
the health of the President of the National Secular 
Society, in a generous little speech, which was 
heartily applauded. After the president’s response, 
the company broke up with “Auld Lang Syne.” 
Then came a lot of handshaking; in fact, it must 
hav made Mr. Putnam sore for several days. 

Mr. Watts and I spent Friday evening with Mr. 
Putnam, and the next day Mr. Watts saw him off at 
Waterloo Station, I having to travel to Scotland. 

Thus ends a most interesting episode in the re- 
cent history of the Freethought movement in Eng- 
land. Mr. Putnam has returned to the land of his 
birth, but he has made an indelible impression upon 
the Freethinkers of England. They like his elo- 
quence, and they love his personality. He carries 
with him their unanimous good-wishes. They hope 
he will liv long to lead the army of Freethought in 
America, and they also hope he will come over 
again to old England. Whenever he comes he will 
find a host of eager hands stretched out in glad 
welcome. G. W. Foors. 


After four months’ sojourn amongst us, Mr. 
Putnam sailed on Saturday last for New York, in 
the steamship Paris. With other friends I saw our 
friend off from Waterloo Station at 9:40. Mr. Foote, 
having to start for Glasgow, could not be at the 
station. At 12:30 I received the following tele- 
gram: “On board ‘Paris? Good-bye. Free- 
thought always.—S. P. Pornam.” - 


I-am sure the readers of the Freethinker will 
wish our American visitor a safe and pleasant voy- 
age. During his stay with us he has made many 
friends, who will be glad to giv him another wel- 
come to old England. Cuantes Warts. 


Canadian Secularists in Convention. 

The annual convention of the Canadian Secular 
Union was held at Toronto, Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 7th and 8th. Among those present from a. 
distance were: Mr. A. Roe, Wingham; Mr. Wm. 
McDonnell, Lindsay; Mr. A. Keith, Listowel; Mr. 
Hollingworth, Beatrice; Mr. Jickling, Listowel; 
Mr. Clark and Mr. Horsey, Agincourt; Mr. Helm, 
Peterboro; Mr. Dale, Brampton, etc. Capt. R. C. 
Adams, president, being engaged in important 
business on the Pacific coast, was unable to be 
present. Mr. Hollingsworth, of Muskota, occupied 
the chair, and the president's address was read by 
the secretary, Mr. J, Spencer Ellis.. In the course 
of the address, President Adams said : 

* It behooves Secularists to be especially on the 
alert at this time, to see that instruction in their 
principles is made accessible to young Christians. 
The great need is the circulation of Liberal litera- 
ture. An able and acceptable paper like Secular 
Thought should by all means be sustained and its 
sphere enlarged. Such good work as is done by 
Tus Trora Szexer, with its letter-writing corps 
and its distribution of Paine’s ‘Age of Reason,’ and 
‘Bible Contradictions’ ought to be emulated in 
Canada.” 

Captains Adams declined re-election as president. 

The secretary made a brief report detailing the 
work of the past year. Letters were read from 
George Martin and John Grant, Montreal; J. A. 
Rollins, Exeter; Charles Etler, Gravenhurst; B. 
Marcuse, Danville; Henry J. Bird, Bracebridge; 
M. O'B. Ward, Peterboro; Walt. A. Ratcliffe, 
Listowel; David Gardiner, Sunderland; B. C. 
Gesner, Moncton; Franklin Steiner, Des Moines, 
Ia.; M. Stead, Halifax, N. S.; Chas. Laperché, 
Howich ; W. R. Bell, Morpeth, and others. 

The officers elected for 1895-6 were as follows: 

President—Allen Pringle, of Selby, Ont. 

Vice-Presidents—1lst, W..G Hay, Listowel, Ont ; 2d, 
R. T. Holman, Summerside, P. E. L; 3d, A. Roe, Wing- 
ham, Ont. 

Seoretary—J. S. Ellis, Toronto. 

Treasurer—A. Earsman, Toronto. 

Executiv Committee— Geo. Martin, Montreal; Capt. 
Robt. C. Adams, Montreal; W. S. Hodgins, Waterloo; 
W. Algie, Alton, Ont.; John Taylor, Toronto; M. Rat- 
tenbury, Charlottetown, P. E. L; Wm. Keith, Listowel; 
W. Stewart, Ponsonby, P. Q.; Mrs. Hepburn (nee San- 
derson), Toronto. 

Among the resolutions passed were these: 

Resolved, That this Union is gratified to know that 
steps are being taken by the American Secular Union 
and the Freethought Federation of America to close up 
their ranks for the attainment of their common objects, 
and sends fraternal greetings and wishes for a successful 
Congress in October next. i 

Resolved, That the Executiv Committee of the Union 
be urged to more vigorous efforts to issue propagandist 
literature, and especially such as to influence the French 
people of Quebec. 

Greetings were sent to Messrs. Watts and Foote 
and to the other Secularists of England, and a vote 
of thanks passed to Taz Truru SEEKER and other 
Liberal journals of the United States for papers 
sent to the reading-room of the Toronto Society. 

Commenting upon the proceedings, Secular 
Thought says editorially: “The Convention was 
not as numerously attended this year as usual, but 
the enthusiasm shown by the friends in all parts of 
Canada proves their unabated interest in our cause, 
and we look forward confidently to a more success- 
ful season’s work than that of any previous year. 
Our new president’s name, well known as it is all 
over Canada, will be sufficient guarantee that the 
interests of Freedom will not be neglected in the 
future any more than in the past, and we bespeak 
the hearty co-operation of all Canadian Secularists 
in any measures he may propose for their advance- 
ment. 

* It is with a feeling of great regret that we part 
company with Captain Adams as president. During 
the five years in which he has filled the office of 
president he has endeared himself to all our mem- 
bers by his uniform kindliness of manner, his 
promptness in responding to all sorts of appeals, 
and his untiring energy in the discharge of his 
duties, often at a great expense of time as well as 
money. We are gratified to know, however, that 
he will be shoulder-to-shoulder with us in the work 
of the future, in which he is still as deeply inter- 
ested as he was on the day he first joined the Free- 
thought ranks.” 


Tam Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for October: 


Friday evening, Oot. 4th—* Signs of the Times,” Kath- 
erine Stage. : 
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Observations. 


Although the late Professor Huxley was an Infi- 
del and incurred a rebuke from the Rev. Dr. Wace 
for not calling himself one, there are religious edi- 
tors who are willing to risk the fate of the untruth- 
ful in order to convey to their readers the notion 
that he was otherwise. A Catholic magazine givs 
Professor Tyndall as authority for the statement 
by Huxley that if there were no one else to instruct 
his children in the Bible, he would so instruct them 
himself; and it is implied that he would teach the 
book to his children as the infallible truth about 
the matters of which it treats. To expose that 
‘swindler it is only necessary to read what Huxley 
said about the Bible. Under any circumstances 
there is pleasure and profit in quoting this wise 


author, but when at the same time the quotation 


denudes some incorrigible misstater of fact, the 
pastime becomes a hilarious joy. In October, 1893, 
Huxley wrote:as follows: - 


The doctrin of Biblical infallibility was widely held by 
my countrymen within my recollection : I hav reason to 
think that many persons of unimpeachable piety, a few 
of learning, and even some of intelligence, yet uphold it. 
But I venture to entertain a doubt whether it can pro- 
duce any champion whose competency and authority 
would be recognized beyond the limits of the sect or the- 
ological coterie to which he belongs......The truth is that 
the pretension to infallibility, by whomsoever made [his 
holiness the pope will pay attention here], has done end- 
less mischief; with impartial malignity it has proved a 
curse, slike to those who hav made it and those who hay 
accepted it; and its most baneful shape is book infallibility. 

‘The Catholic who accepts the infallibility of the 
pope, and the Protestant who accepts the infallibil- 
ity of the Bible, may mingle the bones for what 
consolation and support is discoverable for them 
in these words, and the one who gets it will not 
need an express-wagon to carry home his winnings. 

In Huxley's first “Lecture on Evolution” is a 
passage frequently cited by the religious press to 
show that this man of science admitted the plausi- 
bility of the Genesis story of creation. Here it is: 

Though we are quite clear about the constancy of the 

.order of Nature at the present time and in the present 
state of things, it by no means necessarily follows that 
we are justified in expanding this generalization into the 
infinit past, and in denying absolutely that there may 
hav been 8 time when Nature did not follow a fixed order, 
when the relations of cause and effect were not definit, 
and when extra natural agenoies interfered with the gen- 
eral course of Nature. j 

Of course if we allow that “extra-natural agen- 
eies interfered with the general eourse of nature," 


‘then the Genesis narrativ is as likely as any other |. 


to be true; and here the misinterpreter of Huxley 
ends his quotation and begins his exegesis. He 
does not reproduce the next sentence, which givs 
us the supplement, thus : 

Cautious men will allow that a universe so different 
from that which we know may hav existed; just as a very 
candid thinker may admit that & world in which two and 
two do not make four, and in which two straight lines do 
inclose a spase, may exist. 

That is to say, the Genesis story is about as prob- 
able as the hypothesis that somewhere two and two 
are three or three and a half, or that parallel lines 
meet at both ends. It really looks as if Huxley 
was poking fun at Moses. But this student of 
nature knew pretty near where he wasat. He never 
attempted to mix science and superstition, or to 
beguile others into that sort of error. He said 
very plainly that those who accepted the conclu- 
sions of evolution as to the basis of life placed their 
foot on the first rung of a ladder which is the re- 
verse of Jacob’s, and leads to the antipodes of 
heaven. 


Mr. John C. Sproug, of Chicago, directs my atten- 
tion to the following bit of gratuitous guessing, 
which is printed in Se/f- Culture, a magazine, irre- 
claimably Catholic: 

Had Thomas Paine’s mind been clear in his last mo- 
ment’s, he would undoubtedly hav died in the communion 
of the Catholic church. If he had lived to our time, and 
had appeared on the platform of the Parliament of Relig- 
ions to listen to Cardinal Gibbons’s exposition of the 
supreme place of charity in Christianity, he would beyond 
a doubt hav accepted without qualification such an inter- 
pretation of the essentials of religion. 

There is no uncertainty about Paine's “last mo. 
ments.” His mind was clear, and he deliberately 
rejected the offices of the priests. Therefore 
the supposition that he could hav died in the 
communion of the Catholic or any other church 
lacks the basis of observed phenomens which all 
speculation must hav in order to prove successful. 
He disliked popery more than evangelical supersti- 
tion, because, more than the other, it came between 
“man and his maker’—an interference which he 
especially resented. E 

When we begin theorizing about what the prom- 
inent characters of the past would do were they 
permitted to be contemporary with ourselvs, a wide 
field is opened up. We might say that if Jehovah 


lived in these days, he would be the corporation deity 
of the gang of fanatics who are harassing Christian 
missionaries in Chine. If some of the popes were 
living, they would be in the penitentiary. If the 
Virgin Mary were not fortunately deceased, her 
character would be impugned by her orthodox 
neighbors. If Jesus Christ were on earth, Coxey 
and Keir Hardie would not be init. The disciples 
brought up to date would be seining for porgies 
with Capt. Silas Latham—all but Judas, who would 
hav Comstock’s job and do outside work as a Park- 
hurst “angel.” It might be uncomfortable to hav 
all these misfits thrown back upon us at once, but 
we would manage to distribute them. 


Editor Green of the Freethought Magazine has 
had nothing to say why sentence should not be 
passed upon Mr. J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kan., 
who sent a passage of scripture through the mails 
unaccompanied by the context, and was arrested for 
violating the moral law. I féel justified in alluding 
to this matter because for the past few months Mr. 
Green has been generously puffing the Blue Grass 
‘Blade, of Lexington, Ky., which during the same 
period of time has printed every week an advertis- 
ment so openly violativ of the postal law that the 
authorities hav locked up the editor, C. C. Moore, 
on a charge similar to that brought against Wise. 
The September Magazine contains two notices of 
the Blade as flattering as though Moore had writ- 
ten them himself; yet Mr. Green must hav read the 
matter complained of by the postal authorities, and 
knew then if he knows now that it is indecent. 
Life is short and the flight of time all too swift for 
a fat and indolent man, but I would that it were 
October so we might learn whether Mr. Green will 
assume the same attitude in the case of Moore that 
he does in the case of Wise—that is, whether he 
will stand by his own opinion or renounce it in favor 
of the opinion of the parsons who stimulated the 
prosecution. This is a Crisis, and— 

Once to every man and nation comes the moment to 


ecide, 
In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the good or 
evil side. 

If Brother Green does not “ feel the soul within 
him climb” to meet the emergency which confronts 
him, I venture to hope that he is too far compro- 
mised to say so. 


The great men who after death are shanghaied 
into the service of the church are not the only ones 
to suffer at the hands of religious editors. The 
Bible is also made to bear false witness. The Ad- 
vocate says that ‘Spiritualists should not be allowed 
the use of orthodox Christian churches for funerals,” 
and “neither should orthodox Christians participate 
in funeral services with the representativs of Spirit- 
ualists.” By way of argument the editor then pro- 
ceeds: “When Paul attempted to console the church 
in the loss of friends, he had not one word to say 
about their coming back. So Jesus said: ‘I go to 
prepare a place for you.’” So Jesus said, meaning 
that his language justified Paul’s omission, would 
amount to a criminal assault on veracity if the 
truth had any legal rights that religious editors were 
under obligation to recognize. The next words of 
Christ after those quoted by the Advocate to prove 
that return after death is a delusion are these: “I 
WILL OOME AGAIN." 


The revival of the eurfew in many parts of the 
country is an indication of the stern-way we are 
now making toward medievalism. A curfew isa 
bell rung at candle-lighting. If after the prescribed 
hour a child under the age of consent is detected 
in the act of being upon the public street, by or in 
default of its parents’ permission, a fine of one hun- 
dred dollars, more or less, is incurred. The custom 
of course has its origin in the hen-roost, though its 
present adherents are insensible of that fact. They 
take a hint from Mohammed, who prayed that the 
mountain might come to him, but learning that that 
natural object was sedentary in its habits, he went 
to the mountain. The clergy, who are the volun- 
teer herders of the populace, seeing that & peniten- 
tiary cannot at present be erected in every town 
without exceeding the legal indebtedness, hav started 
in with the material at hand, and propose to make 
every child’s home its own jail. Parents are hon- 
ored by appointment as assistant jailers over the 
fruit of their loins. It is superfluous to inquire— 
Whither are we drifting? We are hell-bent for 
Puritanism. 

It is true, as the New York Sun rises to remark, 
that things are mixed in Lafayette Place. There is 
some sort of Catholic juvenil institution down at 
the lower end, with a statue of Father Drumgoole, 
«the newsboys’ friend,” who befriended these and 
other urchins by making Catholics out of them. (I 


suspect the little rascals know what has become of 
my boy’s hook-and-ladder truck with horses attached 
that galloped when the wheels went round.) Also 
a Socialist paper which enjoys sustenance drawn 
from a fund left by old Dr. Habel for purposes 
similar to those of the Legitimation League of Eng- 
land. Not counting the Astor library, the Mercan- 
tile library, the Churchman office, and the contig- 
uous Germania theater, right alongside this maga- 
zine of heresy is the distilled small Voice, pious 
and Prohibition; while straight over the way is the 
Episcopal see house, occupied by Bishop Potter. 
The bishop is à good enough neighbor, though not 
socially inclined in this direction. Neither he nor 
Mrs. Potter has ever called. From reports I learn 
that he is a gentleman and a scholar who knows a 
little of everything, even theology, and he belongs to 
a church that has the reputation of never interfer- 
ing with its members’ politics or religion. Barring 
a graveyard with a four-story mausoleum in it, I 
know of nothing to compare in point of cheerfulness 
with Bishop Potter's see house. In this establish- 
ment we hav grown to look upon the structure with 
unrufüed equanimity; but when Park & Tilford’s 
grocery wagon drives up to its door and the driver 
proceeds to unload boxes of the Milwaukee brew, or 
baskets of hochheimer, or cases of red-eye above 
proof, it is stated that Dr. Funk of the Voice expe- 
riences a dryness of the throat which impedes res- 
piration, and he regrets being a Prohibitionist 
instead of an Episcopalian. 

I believe I am guilty of no unpardonable enthusi- 
asm when I say that could the lamented Lafayette 
revisit the glimpses of the thoroughfare named 
after him, he would be interested. 

Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, * Self Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine's “Age 
of Reason" as a missionary pamphlet.. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document^ 
the 144 Self Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
*Self-Contradietions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve eopies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate «Self. Contradictions " as well as the “Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
leas as a guide to any good. 

Taz Trova Sxexer’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur.- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 

i 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 


Sept. 29—Brooklyn, N. Y..................... Which Way? 
Oct. 5—S. Framingham, Mass., The Foundation of Faith 
6 —Boston, Mass : 

.7—Manehester. N. H 
. 8—Portland, Me.... 
. 9— Gloucester, Mass.. 
. 10—Leominster, Mas 
. 11—Brockton, Mass. .... 
. 12—Pawtucket, R. I.... 
. 138— Providence, R. I........................... Whieh Way? 
. 20 —Chiesago, Ill............... eee 

. 91—Aurora, 1l! 
, 99—Jolieb; 11:.::::. eerte ceno nte te tein 

. 98 —Danville, IlL.................... eene 

. 24 —Bloomington, Ill........................... iens i 
. 25— Burlington, lowa..................... esee. 

. 206 —Keokuk, Iowa................. eene 

, 97—8t. Louis, Mo.................. eere 

. 2—Decatur, Ill........................ eere 

. 29 — Champaign, Ill...................... PEETA 

. 80— Lafayette, Ind ..........sseesesesssrereesseresssse 

. 81—Orawfordsville, Ind.............................. 

Nov. 1—Oolumbus, Tnd................. Enae Erin n atek 

Nov. 2— Hamilton, Ohio................... 4 ecce cese 

Nov. 3— Cincinnati, Ohio.... 
Nov. 4—Mt. Vernon, Ohio.. 
Nov. 5—Wheeling, W. Va 
Nov. 6—Pittsburg, Pa... 
Nov. 7—Altoona, Pa...... 
Nov. 10—New York city 


———— ÁÓ ——————————— 


Tus First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[SEPTEMBER 28, 1895 


Toetters of Friends. 


The Lamp Still Burns. 
Wuart Cneer, Ia., Sept. 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $3, 
for which please send me THe TavrH 
SEEKER one year and Watson Heston's 
** Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Respectfully, Cuas. MAOAULAY. 


Banaon, Micu., Sept. 7, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Seeing your very liberal 
offer to new subscribers, and wishing to 
take advantage of it, I inclose $3, for 
which send to my address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER one year and a copy of the ** Free 
tbinker’s Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Henny HOSNER. 


-A Perennial Fount. 


SEATTLE, Wasu., Sept. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Tug TRUTH SEEKER is our 
hope and joy. ‘We would feel utterly lost 
if it did not appear every week. 
Yours, JOHN ODIN. 


Seed-Sowing iu Maine. 
HALLOWELL, Marwz, Sept. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose a renewal of my 
subseription to your very interesting pa- 
per. I broadcast every number among 
-people of brain and thought, and trust 
they may enlighten and purity many. 
EMELINE A, PRESCOTT. 


** The Trnth Seeker ?? at a Parity. 
Lassa, Tenn., Sept. 13, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find the amount 
for which I am indebted to you for the 
only paper worth its weight in gold. Tu 
Trura SEEKER is read by few in this state, 
owing to ignorance and ruperstition—in 
other words, the fear of hell. 
Yours to a finish, J. C. SPEER. 


Against Mockery at Funerals. 

Nipomo, OAL., Sept. 2, 295. 
Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed twenty-five 
cents for the ** Secular Marriage and Fu- 
neral Ritual and Collection of Secular 
Hymns." Itseems to me that the mockery 
of religious ceremony at the grave of the 
great Huxley should be a warning to all 
Freethinkers not only to be prepared to 
conductSecular funerals if necessary, but to 
prepare a written statement of their wishes 
in regard to their own funerals, and giv it 
into the keeping of some trusty person. 
The members of our society, at least, are 

aroused to action in the matter. 
BERTHA WILSON FOREMAN, 
Sec. N. F. 8. L. A. 


Death of an Old Friend. 
New Yonx, Sept. 11, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Hiram Anderson, one of 
your oldest subscribers, died of blood 
poisoning on Sept. 2, 1895, at the age of 
sixty-eight. His death was a blow to his 
many friends, and being one of these I 
send this word. No other member of the 
family would notify you, as they are all of 
the orthodox Christian class who would 
hold no communication with Freethinkers, 
You will not discontinue Mr. Anderson’s 
paper, as I receive and read it myself, and 
hav been doing so for a long time. When 
his subscription expires I will renew it. 

I hav found a place for your paper in 
the reading-room of the New York Turn 
Verein, Bloomingdale, to which I belong, 
and think it will doa great deal of good 
among the members of our society. 

Yours truly, HARRY ScHEER. 


No Moss for Him, 


FARMINGTON, CAL., Sept. 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Please send me the tracts 
and pamphlets named in accompanying 
list. 

I am going to get the moss off of mv 
back in religion as well as politics, even if 
it is not the same as my pa did. I think if 
the great mass of the people should do 
likewise and throw their prejudice to the 
winds, we should not long see, as now, 
30,000 people (according to the late census 
reports) owning one-half of the entire 
wealth of this nation, and the highways 
filled with tramps. Every millionaire 
means so many thousand tramps, for all 
wealth, whether created by interest, rent, 
gambling, or other scheming methods, is 
the product of labor. The poor man in 
his prejudice marches up to the polls and 
votes the same ticket as Pullman, Carnegie, 


Gould, Vanderbilt, and Rockefeller, and 
then wonders why he does not receive any 
benefit therefrom. The two dominant 
parties hav never threatened the gigantic 
monopolies with government ownership 
and control of railroads and telegraphs, to 
be run on the same plan as the post-office, 
which enables the publishing houses to 
send our daily and weekly papers at the 
rate of a cent a pound, while a private 
company would not be likely to look at 
them for less than five cents; and still the 
people of this country, on account of their 
prejudice, would die, almost, before they 
would consent to any alteration of their 
religion or business interests. O preju- 
dice, thou art the devil. i 
SuxnMAN L. FALL. 


Kissing the Hand that Smites. , 

Darras, Tex , Sept. 12, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed I send you a 
poem which is meant to express something 
of the spirit of Christian tyranny. As you 
see, I sent it to the American Sentinel, 
which I mistook for a Liberal paper. I 
suppose I ought to hav sent it to you at 
first, but then it would not so clearly hav 
shown bow the tyranny of Christian envi- 
ronment can warp and bind otherwise 
good-minded men. From this letter of 
rejection I infer that the Sentinel editor 
isa good man, bound hand and foot by the 
dogmas of Christianity. General Free- 
thought and individual independence are 

yet to be accomplished. 
Fraternally yours, B. C. Taser, M.D. 


[Following is the letter from the editor 
of the American Sentinel, to which Dr. 
Taber refers. | 

New York, Sept. 1, 1895. 

B. C. Taser, M.D., Dallas, Tex.. Dear 
Sir: Your esteemed favor of the 26th ult. 
has been received and read with interest, 
as also the poem, ** The Tennessee Boy’s 
Soliloquy.” We appreciate vary highly 
your commendation of the Sentinel, as 
also your kindness in favoring us witha 
contribution. We do not see our way 
clear, however, to publish this ‘‘ Solilo- 
quy.” because, as you yourself suggest, 
we think it a little **too radical." It con- 
tains a number of expressions which would 
probably be offensiv to many people, and 
withal place the Tennessee boy, who is 
supposed to be solilcquizing, in the atti- 
tude of criticising Christianity in general; 
whereas, we do not think that true Chris- 
tianity is at fault. The Sentinel is a 
Christian paper. and we cannot publish 
anything that would reflect upon Chris- 
tianity. Very respectfully yours. 

tt AMERICAN SENTINEL,” per C. P. B. 

Now for the poem: 

THE TENNESSEE BOY'S SOLILOQUY. 

An outrage has been committed, 

They ray, in old Foo Chow— z 

Some Christian missions been outwitted 

In a heathen Chinese row. 


They used them up the same old way 
They used to one another; 

Bnt now, ’tis heathen dogs, they say, 
Then, ’twas the Christian brother. 

But, mother, what is all this fuss 
About the heatren d^gs, 

When they hav taken father off 
For cutting up some logs, 

For you to cook our dinner 
When we went to making hay 

On what some old church sinner 
Calls his holy Sabbath day? 

I don't see what the diffarence is 
Between the heathen dog 

And the conscientious Christians 
That are meaner than a hog. 

It seems to me they better let 
The heathen dogs alone, 

And start @ little mission school 
Of common sense at home. 

With father in the chain-gang 
To settle the church rules, 

We boys will keep on thinking, 
That the Christians all are fools. 

When I grow up I'll fight such stuff 
With all that I can gain, 

And make the Christian brotherhood 
Just rise up and explain, 


Mr. Steiner Makes a Hi*, as Usual, 

Omana, NEB., Sept. 10, m.m. 295. 
Mr. Eviror: On Sunday afternoon, Sep- 
tember 1st, the Omaha Philosophieal So- 
ciety introduced itself to the public in an 
appropriate manner. The feature of the 
oceasion was a lecture by that popular 
young Freethinker, Franklin Steiner, the 
subject being ‘‘ Morality Without Super- 
stition;" and notwithstanding the fact that 
the universal dullness of the times made it 
impossible to raise sufficient money to ad- 
vertise the lecture as it should hav been, 
nevertheless when the time arrived the 


speaker found himself confronted by an 
audience of about three hundred, quite a 
number of whom were ladies. Among the 
audience were several from Council Bluffa, 
headed by such sturdy pioneers in the 
cause as Mr, Blinn and Mr. Burgess. The 
intelligence, decorum, and general bear- 
ing of the audience was far above the 
average of people who attend lectures. 
There were many Liberal Christians pres- 
ent who, be it said to their credit, behaved 
better than their more orthodox brethren 
sometimes do at lecturesof this kind. Our 
president, Mr. J. W. Logan, in a few well- 
chosen remarks, introduced Mr. Steiner, 
who, in a masterly manner, delivered such 
an address as our people here seldom hav 
the good fortune to listen to. 

Mr. Steiner wasted no time in flights of 
imagination, but confined himself through- 
out to the most stubborn facts. He at- 
tacked no individuals, but creeds and su- 
perstition received the merciless blows of 
truth. Mr. Steiner must hav confined 
himself strictly to truth, as no ‘‘sky-pilot,” 
or anyone else present, attempted to ques- 
tion anything he said. From the bagin- 
ning to the end he received hearty ap- 
plause. Had the lecture been advertised 
in the papers, and held at night instead of 
in the afternoon, the hall, as Mr. Steiner 
said, would not furnish standing room. 

Several Freethinkers, who never even 
visited our society before, were on hand, 
and after the lecture was over paid their 
admission fee and joined us. This alone 
shows what a lecture, once in awhile, will 
do. During the evening several gentle- 
men and ladiesof our society paid the pop- 
ular young orator a friendly call, when the 
time was passed in social chat and mutual 
exchanges of friendship. Mr. Steiner will 
always receive a warm welcome to Omaha. 

Joan McARDLE. 


Bible Stories. 

Mr. Eprron: A recent correspondent of 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER, writing of the fall of 
the walls of Jericho by the sound of rams’ 
horns, asks if anyone is fool enough to be- 
lieve the biblical account. 

This seemingly miraculous story may be 
easily explained by a little study and com- 
mon sense. 

Iiis quite evident that the only way the 
attacking party saw to take the city was 
by undermining its strong walls; and it 
was wise strategy to make pretense of the 
miraculous in so doing in order that the 
event might be credited to their god. To 
prevent the miners and sappers from being 
heard and discovered at their work, the 
circuit of priests and tooting of rams’ 
horns was made daily, and on the seventh 
day, being then ready to cave in the wall 
at different points, the racket of the horns 
and loud shouts of the multitude were 
kept up until the wall tumbled in, after 
which the city was soon destroyed. This 
no doubt was the way of it, if any credence 
is to be given the legendary tale. 

So also may other stories of the same sort 
be explained away by those whose minds 
are not so blinded that they cannot reason 
on anything related iu the Bible, no mat- 
ter how absurb or improbable. 

The story of Elijah's test by fire with 
the prophets of Basl is one that can be 
seen through very readily when one brings 
the probable facts before his mind as he 
would try to solve any sleight-of-hand per- 
formance, and the wonder is that these 
priests did not detect the trick. But Eli- 
jah waited until the going down of the 
sun, when the poor priests of Baal were 
exhausted and smarting from the wounds 
they had given themselvs while praying 
all day, ‘‘O Baal, hear us," and tormented 
by Elijah telling them to ‘‘ pray louder," 
they were not in a condition to take much 
notics of his work digging a trench and 
having water poured into it, or to observe 
when he poured petroleum or naphtha on 
the water and secretly set it on fire, as it was 
getting dark when he called them to come 
near and see the fire which blazed upon 
the water and ran over the stones covered 
with the fluid. But their giving up and 
shouting in favor of the Israelitish god, 
did not save them, for four thousand of 
them were taken out to the brow of a hill 
and slaughtered and their bodies thrown 
over the precipice. 

This horrible intrigue and murder 
wrought by the hand of this saintly 
prophet, I once heard extolled by a 


preacher in a sermon with this subject as 
a text, but, child as I was, I could see only 
the cruelty of the murderous work, which 
one of Heston’s pictures so vividly por- 
trays. 

How easy it is to see in the exodus, how 
the pillow of fire by night and the cloud 
of smoke by day was made to be a divine 
guide, when to camp or when to go for- 
ward through the wilderness. This. delu- 
sion was kept up by prohibiting, on pain 
of death, anyone from coming near the 
ark except the priests who bore it and 
kept up the blazo by night and the smoke 
by day. This device would hav been of 
use to large trains when crossing the plains, 
as many would differ as to time or place of 
eamping or how long to remain. 

Many of the Bible stories are explained 
in “Types of Mankind.” That of Samson 
and his foxes is given as à wrong transla- 
tion of the Hebrew words, foxes meaning 
shocks of grain turned or tied end to end, 
instead of tail to tail, a very natural way 
of setting the fields of the Philistines on 
fire before a single fox could hav been 
caught, and these would hav run for the 
woods instead of the grain fields. 

So also the narrativ of Elijah being fed 
by ravens. The word ''raven" in Hebrew 
has the same meaning and nearly the same 
form or character as the word ''robber," 
or **robbers," which meant the wander- 
ing Arabsor Badouins of the desert. As 
these passed the brook Kedron, and saw 
the old prophet sitting there with nothing ` 
to eat, they gave him of their fare of bread 
and meat, which would be a very unnat- 
ural thing for ravens to do. 

I might show up many other incredible 
things which are believed by those who 
will not or dare not throw the flash-light 
of reason on anything that is in the book 
they call holy, but send men to prison 
for transmitting its divinely written pas- 
sages through the mails. It needs another ' 
Paine to clear this rubbish from the path 
of progress. L. HUTOHINSON. 


As to Competition and Sp3culation. 


CrAOEKAMAS, OR., Sept. 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Do we not boast of being 
reformers? Then where is our reform in 
the matter of financial justice? It is 
claimed by some that governments can do 
nothing but conform to the usages and 
customs of the people, just as though they 
had no power to lay the hand of justice on 
extortions and oppressions. 

The history of the world up to to-day 
shows that the laws are so shaped that the 
rich may oppress the poor, and might may 
rule over right. As consequence, money 
flows into the coffers of the few, to the 
detriment of the many. Hence a cry of 
distress arises from every people in the 
civilized world. : 

This condition of affairs will not last 
much longer. When we hear volcanic 
rumblings beneath the earth’s surface, we 
know an eruption is threatened, and un- 
less the forces underneath find relief, the 
consequences are destructiv. Statesmen 
should beware ho » they act in this matter, 
and look immediately to the welfare of 
the people, and not alone to the interests 
of the few. 

But where is the remedy for these evils? 
Philosophers tell us that to find a remedy, 
we must first find a cause; and I giv it as 
my opinion, deduced from long and care- 
ful observation, that speculation is the 
main caus? of the financial distress of the 
world. I cannot find that there ever was 
a money panic that was not caused by 
speculation. And yet speculation and 
competition, twin thieves, are not only al- 
lowed to exist, but are encouraged by law 
as legitimate levers of business. 

Speculation is to get property into our 
possession without rendering an equiva- 
lent; and the principle is just as wrong to the 
amount of five cents, as it is to the amount 
of millions; while competition is a race be- 
tween the swift and the slow, the stronger 
and the weaker, and invariably results in 
favor of might over right. 

The claim that to rule speculation and 
competition out of use would be detri- 
mental to the prosperity of the country, is 
a falss claim. It is true, it would be inju- 
rious to that mode of making a living, but 
the sooner that result comes around, the 


| better for all concerned. For then strict 


and merited justice would step in as the 
rule of support, and men would. only get 
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what they earned, and would get all they 


earned. Nothing less, nothing more. 

I am fully persuaded that if speculation 
and competition were condemned as crimi- 
nal acts, and made punishable by law, 


there are many men who would not know 
how to make the first turn for their own 
They hav lived so long in the 
sweat of others’ faces that it would go hard 
with them to make the needed and just 
But let such suftar the conse- 
quences until they are relieved by repent- 
Far better that snffering should 
fall on the man of idleness than on the 
Speculation is now rampant 
in most every part of our country, but 
more so at Washington city, perhaps, than 
Our laws are so shaped 
that through the bond and banking sys- 


support. 


change. 
ance. 


man of toil. 


anywhere else. 


tem of finances, a few men control the 


country’s currency, and these men do not 
use scrupulous care to deal justly with the 
They are allowed to 
speculate in “every conceivable way, and 
they haste to use this liberty to our detri- 


people’s money. 


ment. 


Speculation and competition in all things 


com nercial should cease at once, and all 


good men in every nation should lend 
their efforts in that direction. Nor should 
they forget the prohibition of the sale and 
use of useless and vitiating articles of 
There are many things sold over 
our counters to-day of no material benefit 
In such cases the buyer in- 
-jures himself and family flnanoially, a thing 
he has no moral right to do, while the 


trade. 
to anyone. 
seller aids and abets this injury aud takes 


that in exchange. for which he renders an 
unequal equivalent. 


If we ever expect universal justice to 


rule supreme among us, why not begin 
now the real work to bring it about, and 
cease conniving at the frauds of custom, 
whieh work injury continuously ? The 
millennium will never come to us until we, 
by our efforts, prepare the way for it. 
Wm. Parties. 


Freethought in Texas—That Prayer Test, 


Darras, Tex., Sept. 12, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: The Freethinkers of Texas 


are moving ahead and keeping things 
stirred up along the orthodox lines Oar 
society in this city is doiog some very good 
work, and occasionally a reporter drops in 
and givs usa write-up. Tae papers here 
are treating us kindly, considering the 
fact that orthodoxy still hangs like a fog 
bank over the Lone Siar state. Tae Dallas 
News and the Times. Herald hav both 
. given us space, and they always insert no- 
tices Of our meetings. We are growing 
right along and will soon be recognized as 
a power in this commuuity. We stand 


` gquarely on the Secular platform, and de- 


mand equal rights to all. Oar secretary, 
Mr. O. Paget, deserves the praise of all 
Freethinkers for the way he nails lies. [ Mr. 
Paget investigated the Georgia ‘‘ fake” 
exposed in these columns Septemher 14th, 


and the result was published in the Times- 


Herald of Dallas. ] 

Our prayer test, with Mrs. Sweeney and 
God on one side and Mr. O. Paget and 
Mr. J. R. Charlesworth on the other, has 
turned out just as the Rav. Dr. Buckley 
predicted. Who dares say we hav no in- 
spired prophets in these days? Here is 
the report of the meeting from the Dallas 
News: 

The Freethinkers had their prayer test 
last night, the nature of which is explained 
by the following remarks of Mr, O. Paget: 
** On the 4th day of June, 1895, we assem- 
bled in this hall to hear a lecture, the 
third of the series by Mr. John R. Charles- 
worth, 

“The lecture was entitled, ‘Is There a 
God?’ and the speaker claimed that while 
there might be one, there was no actual 
evidence to prove it. He went over the 
ground from the earliest historic records 
to the present day, and claimed that in the 
economy of nature there was no necessity 
fora God. At the conclusion of the lec- 
ture Mrs. Sweeney, evaugelist of tha Dal- 
las Women's Christian Temperance Union, 
arose and asked the lecturer if he would 
giv her his name, and that she would pray 
for him, and if he felt his heart touched 
he was to. make as public an admission of 
the fact as he had of his unbelief in a deity, 
The secretary of the Freethinkers’ society 
then arose and asked the lady if she would 
kindly accept his name; that he, like the 
lecturer, doubted the existence of Jehovah 
—all he stipulated for was a time limit— 
that he did not want to wait till he was 
dead, as they might say he made a death- 
bed recantation, The time limit was set 


.was the correct one. 


at three months. He further stipulated 
that, if at the end of the three mouths he 
and Mr. Charlesworth, or either of them, 
had not made a publie confession, the lady 
was to admit that there was no efficacy in 
prayer, that God was a failure and did not 
exist. To this the lady agreed, and the 
fecturer and secretary siened this very ex- 
traordinary challenge. Mrs. Sweeney de- 
nies the stipulation, and on that there is a 
question of veracity. The time was up at 


8 o’clock last Tuesday evening, and I will. 


say I am not touched, not materially.” 
Mr. Charlesworth gave in his testimony 
and it was that he had not undergone any 
change of heart. 
Mr. Pagetread the following correspond- 


ence: 
“ DALLAS, Tex , Sept. 5, 1895. 

“ Mrs. S. J. Swzzwzr, City, Dear 
Madam: The time limit to your three 
months of prayer for the conversion of 
Mr. Charlesworth and Mr. Paget expired 
(if my memory serves me right) last night. 
As there were conditions on both sides to 
be filled I should be pleased to hav you 
attend our Sunday night meeting. Mr. 
Paget and Mr. Charlesworth will do their 
part, and we shall expect you to do yours. 
Assuring you of my love for truth, and 
expressing the desire that men become 
moral and good, I remain sincerely, 

** G. S. LiNOOLN, 
“ President Freethinkers,” 
‘t OFFIOE oF EvANGEUISTIO SUPERINTEN- 
DENT, DALLAS. TEX., Sept. 6. 1895. 

“Dr. G. S. Linconn, Dear Sir: Your 
favor of the 5th at hand. I was quite sur- 
prised, but will answer you briefly. You 
misquoted me in public print, and when I 
corrected the mistake in the next issue you 
voted my correction false. That ended the 
matter as far as I am concerned T cannot 
consent to place myself and the God I love 
where I cannot expect to receive anything 
but ridicule. I shall be pleased and I 
think able to auswer any argument you 
make ‘in a public meeting I am arranging, 
or through your favorit paper, the 7'mes- 
Herald. I realize Mr. Charlesworth is a 
great power for good agevil. I hav and 
will still continue to ask God to change 
his heart that his wonderful magnetic in- 
fluence may be exerted for good. Please 


tell him for me that until the ink fades 


from the paper, or until my life closes, I 
will remember him each day at the throne 
of graca he scorns. My morning lesson 
reads: Jere. xiv, 10, 11, 12. 
** Respectfully, S. J. Sweeney.” 
** DALLAS, TEx., Sept 6, 1895. 
“Mrs. S. J. SwezNEY, City, Dear Mad - 
am: You may hav been so excited that 
you did not fully understand the eondi- 
tions of the test, but over two hundred 
people will testify that our own version 
1 We made a mistake 
in not putting it into writing at the time 
and hav all the interested parties sign it, 
To err is human, and I feel that you 
ought to come up and say that there was 
a misunderstanding. You will be accorded 
8 hearing at least and no church would al- 
low us that much. Our platform is open 
to you or anyone else, and while we may 
perhaps ridicule you, we will allow you to 
do the same with us. You may talk on 
prohibition or anything vou please, and I 
will see that you receive just treatment, 
Come, let us reason together. We will 
review your lecture of course. We seek 
the truth. If you havit bring some of it 
to us. Your letter will be read before the 
society. Please let me know about this 
public meeting of yours and whether you 
will allow a word from the ‘ other. side.’ 
Assuring you of my respect for you per- 
sonally, I remain most sincerely, 
** G. S. Linoonn, 
** President Freethinkers.” 


Mr. Paget read Mrs. Sweeney's sorip- 
tural lesson, the last verse being, ** When 
they fast I will not hear them ery; when 
they offer burnt offering and an oblation I 
will not accept them; but I will consume 
them by the sword and by the flame and 
by the pestilence. ” 

Mr. Paget said that this was rather an 
uncharitable way of dealing with seekers 
after truth, but ha felt he could survive 
the prayer. The Women's Christian Tem- 
perance Union, he said, gathered from 
Dallas, Waco, and other points to Fort 
Worth, to pray for prohibition, and again 
their prayers were not heard. ‘‘Did you," 
he said, **ever hear of a cyclone wrecking 
a dancehouse, and did you ever hear of 
one striking a town that it did not knock 
the steeple off some josshouse? Why, if 
there was & personal God, don't you know 
that he would destroy the first ward of 
this city?" . 

The speaker concluded by reading a 
number of letters from people at a dis- 
tance, who said that they were watching 
Mrs. Sweeney's prayer test with interest, 

He was followed by Mr. Charlesworth, 
who spoke at considerable length in the 
same strain. There were about two hun 
dred persons present. : 

You ean see by these notes that the 


Freethinkers' Association of Dallas, Tex., 
is alive, and that it is making things in- 
teresting for the orthodox. ; 


Yours truly, G.S. Lincozy, M.D, 


Spiritualism Once More. 
Los ANaznss, CAL., Sept. 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: Hope is an indispensable 
factor in humau happiness, and yet we all 
know that hope is utterly destitute of reli- 
ability. Ingersoll terms it an inveterate 
liar. Aristotle called ita waking dream. 
Nevertheless what people desire they hope 
for, and what they hope for they expect to 
get. The hops of immortality is not of re- 
cent birth in the mind of man, but the 
manifestations afforded by Spiritualism 
are the only evidence to sustain that hope 
which has yet been given to an anxious 
world. Are these spiritualistic manifesta- 
tions suffisient and satisfactory? To some 
they are, to others they are not, and the 
world is divided in opinion where honest 
and sincere investigators hav seen the 
same in all their phases. Intelligent peo- 
ple not blinded by church creeds, if they 
hav given evolution any study, now accept 
that theory in accounting for the presence 
of man on the earth. The evolutionary 
theory takes us back to atime when, the 
earth being in an incandescent state, no 
form of sentient life did or could exist. 
With changes which came through the 
lapse of inconeaivable periods of time the 
earth was fitted for low orders of living 
entities, and they appeared spontaneously, 
improving in species and increasing in va- 
riety, until we see the present culmination 
of life and intelligence in mortal man. 
That he was always a physical being in 
some form must be admitted, but whether 
he is a physical and a spiritual being com- 
bined is something we do not yet know; 
and if he really is, we are confronted with 
the conundrum, How long has he been 
such, and at what stage in his evolutionary 
unfoldment did he acquire a dual nature, 
the spiritual part of which is immortal and 
indestructible as a conscious entity ? Im- 
mortality is denied by Spiritualists to 
every form of conscious life except man; 
and yet evolution tells us there was a time 
when undeveloped man existed in a state 
not attended by immortality any more 
than the ape or gorilla, which form: of life 
and consciousness perish with the body. 

Such being the case, we must suppose 
the soul of man to hav had a mysterious 
birth at some time during his unfoldment 
into a higher type of animal; and when 
the reasonable possibility of such a thing 
is considered it increases the doubt that he 
has such a thing as an immortal soul. 

We must never lose sight of the fact 
that mortal man is an animal, though in- 
cased in broadcloth and under a plug hat, 
and as the same characteristics are seen in 
all animals there is nothing in man’s nat- 
ure to reveal his superiority in the animal 
kingdom except his improved physical 
form and more highly developed reasoning 
faculties. He propagates his species like 
other animals, requires food and digests it 
like them, and must also hav his periods 


of rest and sleep. He is born like au ani- 
mal, and dies like one; and who really 


kuows, in these days, any more about his 
preéminence over the beast in death than 


|.Solomon knew? So great, however, is 


mau's self-conceit that he says: ‘‘I alone, 
of all living creatures, possess an immortal 
soul destined to remain forever conscious.” 
A little more modesty might lead him to 
change his opinion, for nothing in this 
world is plainer: than the fact that nature 
has no more regard for a man than she 
has for a mouse, both being exterminated 
with equal indifference when they get in 
the way of natural forces. It was Margaret 
Fuller who said that Nature never did be- 
tray the heart that loved her; and yet one 
of nature's ocean storms wrecked the ship 
Margaret Fuller sailed in, and drowned 
her with the same unconcern it did the 
rats that thus perished. Possibly they 
found annihilation and she regained lost 
Consciousness in another world, but who 
knows? While nature thus destroys hu- 
man life there is little reason to suppose it 
is preserved and perpetuated in an invisi- 
ble form and world after the death of this 
body; but as Bolingbroke said, man hav- 
ing once tasted of life, dislikes the thought 
of giving it up, so hope comes iu and pro- 
claims another. But Spiritualism, as be- 
fore stated, presents the only evidence 
ever encountered. If we hav a spirit form 
or body that survives the physical one, it 
must be composed of somethihg, as Mr. 
Swan admits. Still, I know of but one 


Spiritualist lecturer and author who ever 


told in plaiu words what a spirit is. ‘‘A 
human spirit,” said he, **is but a quantity 
of nitrogen gas, possessing a current of 
the Almighty, called by scientists electric- ` 
ity." Here we hav the secret of the ages, 
and the mystery of life aud death stands 
revealed; for he further says: ‘‘Only a 
current of electricity coursing in the gas- 
eous copy of a human body provides it 
with life and the power of motion. This 
strange power was operating the body 
when the spirit was in it, and it was but a 
Continuation of the power in the spirit 
when a gross body was cleaved from a 
finer one.” This explanation is probably 
as good as any, and the person who be- 
lieves that man has an immortal spirit en- 
dowed with endless consciousness may as 
well believe it is nitrogen gas with a streak 
of electricity as something else, for how 
the fact can be proven, so that knowledge 
may supersede belief, is not made known. 

While Spiritualism is flooding us with 
communications, and mediums are paid in 
money for their services, it would seem, 
from a practical point of view, that no 
reasonable offer should be refused. Yet 
when Horace Greeley was living he once 
offered a handsomely salaried engagement 
to a medium if the daily London Mark 
Lane reports could be given him for pub- 
lication in the Zribune, the same to be 
verified by mail beforé payment. The. 
offor was not accepted, and I hav known 
of others that were declined when a good 
sum of money was promised for informa- 
tion that ‘‘ spirits," if there were any, had 
the power to giv. While mediums will tell 
your fortune for $2, and charge from $1 to 
$5. for a private seance, they consider a 
practical offer like Greeley’s *'making 
merchandise" of the spirit world ; but as 
the sinful difference between such an offer 
and the tender o? payment for fortune-tell- 
ing is not so great as to be readily detect- 
ed, their inability to perform any part in 
getting the desired reports may hav been 
the real cause for refusal As everybody . 
knows, mediums and c'airvoyants diagnose 
disease where you tell them pretty near 
what ails you by giving several leading 
symptoms, and most Spiritualists think a 
medium cad learn all about your internal 
arrangements, though a thousand miles 
away, from a lock of hair; but how their 
faith will stand the recent disclosure made 
by a noted and prominent lecturer on 
Spiritualism, I cannot tell. He had had 
no end of mediums trying to discover, for 
fourteen years, what ailed him ; but none 
of them was successful. Finally some ma- 
terialistio doctor mistrusted a tape worm, 
and the proper medicin removed one of 
those sustainers of the *' design argument” 
eighty feet long. Where, oh, where, were 
the spirits that hover round us for fourteen 
long years, and what ailed all the clairvoy- 
ants, any one of whom can see through a 
brick wall, if they tell the truth? 

Mr. Swan, did I hear you speak? 

C. SzvgBANOR. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value by Denominations, of Chureh Proper- 
ty in th Un ited States and in the several States 
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somparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the facts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. being 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, will 
not besuperseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
.nd will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustices of church exemption is suffere 
10 »xist. 

By singio copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution, by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
esductions are made: 


l'en copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fiftv copies, ME - - -~ 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - 8.00 


L r quantities at speci l rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 
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l @hildren’s | Gorner. 


Edited by Mies Susan E. Wixow, Fai? 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent, 


“ Between the derk and the daylight, 
When ihe night is beginning to lower, 
Ccmes a pause in the day's oceupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Secret of Success. 


One day in buckleberry time, when little Johnny 
Flails : 
Ard half a dozen other bors were starting with 


their pails 

To gather berries, Joh^nuy's ps, in talking with 
him, said 

That he could tell him how to pick so ke'd come 
out shead. à 

“ First find your bush,’ said Johnay’s pa, ard 
then stick toit till 

You've picked it clean. Let those go chasing all 
about who will 

In search of better bushes, but it’s picking tells, 
my son. 

To look at fifty bushes doe:n't ozun* like picking 
one.” 

And Johnnr did as be was told, and, sure enough’ 
he found 

By sticking to his bush while a'l the others 
chased arcund 

In search of better picking ’twas as his father 
ssid, 

For while: the others looked he worked, and 
so came cut ahead. 

And Johnny reccllected this when be became a 


man, 

And first cf all be laid him out a well determined 
plan. ` 

So while the briliant triflers failed with all their 
brains and push. 

Wise, steady-going Johnny won by "sticking to 
his bush." 


—Nixon Waterman tn St. Nicholas. 
a 


How I Shall Get to Heaven. 
III. 

** Havn't seen no wite robes, nor crowns, 
nor gold harps. Nobody seen ’em. Dere's 
some folks been heah ever sen’ Cupid was 
apuppy, an’ he old dog now, an’ dey 
hain’t seen’em. Why, chile; dere's folks, 
po’ white trash, dey be, goes sneakin’ 
roun’ a-tryin’ to fine de gold sidewalks, 
so’s to rip 'em up an'gell'em. Bat dere 
ain’t no gold sidewalks. If dere was, de 
sun would make ’em so hot ye couldn't 
walk on ’em, an” dey’d dazzle de eyes 
right outen ye. 

** No, dere ain’t no gold harps here, 
shuah," continues Joseph. **Dere's de fid- 
dles, an' de cornets, an' de orgins, an' de 
Salvationers, dey's got de triangles an’ de 
tamerines,” 

** Well, where is 
Throne, Joseph?" 

** Miss Susan, I’se been a-lookin’ for it 
eber sen’ I’se been hesh, an’ I can’ fine it 
nowhars, De deakens end ministars, dey 
can’ fine it. Dis is de place whar de th'one 
orter be, but it done seem to be hesh."' 

Joseph then bends toward me and whis- 
pers confidentially, **Dey do say, Miss 
Susan, dat Kunnel Ing'soll, he done gone 
an’ tore de thcne all down. I dunno if it 
be so, but dat what deys all a-sayin.” 

As we pass along through the Plaisance 
all sorts of hideous sights and scunds 
greeted us, mingled with the comical and 
elownish, Heads bobbed over the wells 
of various denominational pens, some of 
whom I remember to hav seen before. 
Some evidently recollect me, for they say 
among themselvs, ** How cama she here? 
I wonder how she got in," eto. 

I am glad as we emerge from the din 
and confusion of the Babel, of which, I 
wish there were time to giv a full descrip. 
tion, and come ont into the open country, 
so to speak, the residential part of the 
city not made by hands, eternal in the 
heavens. The grounds present a lovely 
appearance, roses, lilies, and waving 
palms, in all the gardens. I am reminded 
of a California climate and a California 
landscape. The co-operativ plan prevails 
and harmony is everywhere. I perceive a 
higher type of countenance than I beheld 
in the Plaisance. The noises of the Plais- 
ance are no longer heard, but I catch the 
notes of singing birds; and the tinkling 
gush of fountains and flowing waters amid 
transcendent groves and purpling moun- 
tain shadows breathe Nature’s charming 
melodies. 

Here are the abodes of the free and lib- 
erally inclined. I meet all the Secular 
pilgrims who journeyed with me on the 
earth. I see also Giordano Bruno, Serve- 


the Great White 


| unto desth for opinion’s sake. I see those 


it in Illinois, and she intends to take it un- 


who were ostracized, abused, tortured by } til she dies. She was sixty-four years old 


the Christien church, who were slowly 
burned at the stske, cr starved in dun- 
geons, besause they bsiiaved they had a 
ght to think new thoughts and proelaim 
New they aro teachers of 


ew truths. 

ii] newer truths, end the wise flock to 

ear them. 

I am escorted to one of the beautiful 

| white mansions over whose portal is writ- 

i ten ** Home,” and ones more the members 
of cur family are together. Tho meeting is 
sweet and sacred. 

Upon s neighboring hillside, I perceive 
a great number of lovely children dressed 
in white, and with wreaths of rosss on 
their hesds. They run $o meetme, They 
carry banners and waving flags. Little 
hands clasp my neck, and little faces ara 
pressed to mine. I cannot sse beyond 
them, they are so many, and thera is no 
need for anyone to say, ‘‘This is the 
Children’s Corner.” While I feel the 
throbbing hearts close pressed to mine, 
amid the joy of the hour, a voice rays, 
“Into your hands are committed these 
children. Teach and train them in the 
way they should go, the way of truth, and 
when they are old they will not depart 
from it." Thus shall I find myself in 
heaven vith my chosen work before me. 

S. H. W. 

[Of course, the above is simply a fancy 
sketch of a visit to heaven. There is really 
no evidence, such as is accepted in courts, 
by testimony and proofs, human and oth- 
erwise, that there is any such abode out- 
side the visible. Heaven in its most rea- 
sonable form would seem to bə, not a 
place but a condition, as is also its oppo- 
sit, and is the contingent of right deal- 
ing, good conduct, rightliving. If human 
consciousness continues beyond the grave, 
he who has done the best he could on 
earth need hav no fear. 

Who does the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well; acts nobly; angels can no 
more. 

It is my belief that people do about as 
they are obliged to do, taking into account 
the circumstances of birth, training, he- 
redity, education, environment, example 
of others, eto. Many would, without 
doubt, do much better, if they only knew 
how. 

Speaking for myself, individually, the 
future has no terrors for me—none what- 
ever. I cannot change, or alter, one law 
of nature, and would not if I could. 
Should the intelligence that animates this 
brain of mine survive the mold and de- 
cay of dissolution, doubtless it will find 
somewhere its own place end its own work. 
If this little span of life, on the contrary, 
is rounded by a sleep that knows no wak- 
ing, which seems highly probable, it is in 
the wise ordering of nature, and there is 
no complaint to make. Nothing harms or 
slarms unconsciousness. We shall be- 
come as the particles of being were before 
birth, and in any case, all is well. We 
should return to the bosom of Mother 
Earth with all the happy confidence and 
trust of childhood. When we know that 
we hav done the work that came to our 
hands to do, to the best of our ability, 
there can be nothing to fear, nothing to 
make afraid. 


For modes of faith let graceless zealots 
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His can’t be wrong whose life is in the 
right. 

In faith and hope the world will disagree, 

But all mankind's concern is charity. 


—E». C. C.] 


——,Éü——— 


Correspondence. 


Paton Grove, Wis., Aug. 11, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I am fourteen years 
old, and am the next to the youngest of a 
family of four. The rest are all boys— 
Harry, George, and Arthur. Harry is 
nineteen, George sixteen, and Arthur 
eleven. Our father and mother are both 
dead. George, Arthur, and I Jiv with our 
aunt near the town of Bloomington, and 
go to the Bloomington school, which is 
considered the second best in Grant 
county, and Grant county is quite noted 
for good schools. I hav been in the High 
school one year. I can graduate from it 
in three years by taking the regular course, 
but, by studying a little harder, I can fin- 
ish in two. I think I will do that, and 
then I want to go to a normal or to the 
University of Wisconsin. 

My grandmother has taken TuE TRUTH 


tus, and many others, who were persecuted | SEEKER ever since Mr. Bennett first started 


last February. Two of her children got 

up 8 surprise-party for her, and those who 

attended clubbed together and got her 

“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
| and ‘Woman, Church, and State.” Thera 
was only one who did not want to get her 
those. My father also took Tume TRUTH 
SEEKER before he died. 1 hav followed in 
their footsteps and am a Freethinker, too, 
and I expeet I will sometime take Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER myself. 

I believe I could write all afternoon to 
you, but, as this is my first letter, and 
rather long already, I think I had better 
cicse, 

Your affectionate Freethinker friend, 

Max HUMPHREY. 


[Such nicely written letters as the above 
show good training and solid foundations. 
When you hav time to do so, May, ask 
dear grandma to let you read the two 
splendid books referred to in your letter. 
Giv grandma our love and best wishes. 
Her example is to be como ended. Good 
reading shows the bent and quality of the 
mind.—Ep. C. O.] 


dc ee Ec E 
What the Little Folks Are Sayiug. 


A little boy had a colt and a dog, of 
both of which he was exceedingly fond. 
His generosity was often tried by visitors 
asking him, just to hear what he would 
say, to giv them one or both of his pets. 

On one occasion Johnny told a gentle- 
man, who had often teased him in this 
way, that he might hav the colt, but not 
the dog. 

His mother naturally expressed surprise 
and asked: 

** Why, Johnny, why didn’t you giv him 
the dog instead of the colt?” 

“Don’t say anything, mamma,” he 
whispered; ** when he goes to get the colt 
Pll set the dog on him."— Youth’s Com- 
panion. 


** Father,” asked Tommy, the other day, 
“ why isit that the boy is said to be the 
father of the man?” ' 

Mr. Tompkins bad never given this sub- 
ject any thought, and was hardly prepared 
to answer off-hand. 

** Why," he said, stumblingly, ‘‘it’s so 
because it is, I suppose.” 

** Well, pop, since I'm your father, I’m 
going to giv you a ticket to the theater 
and helf a dollar besides. I always said 
that if I was a father I wouldn’t be so 
stingy as the rest of them are. Go in, pop, 
and hav a good time while you’re young. I 
never had any chance myself." 

Mr. Tompkins gazed in blank astonish- 
ment at Tommy. Slowly the significance 
ofthe hint dawned upon him. Producing 
8 silver dollar, he said: 

** Take it, Thomas. When you really do 
become a father, I hope it won't be your 
misfortune to hav a son who is smarter 
than yourself.”—Chicago Mail. 


oN de Pav ss 
Swiss Boys. 


Switzerland, strange to say, celebrates 
the anniversary of its independence only 
every 100 years, and the sixth anniversary 
took place not long since. One would al- 
most imagin that the Swiss youth would 
almost forget his country if this national 
fete, coming at such long intervals, was 
the only festival. But it is not. Switzer- 
land is the land of heroism, and so many 
and various are the historical events that 
each village and town has numerous cele- 
brations and military displays. The boys 
on these occasions turn out with ali kinds 
of instruments, musical and unmusieal— 
Alpine horns, drums, cattle bells, whips, 
tin kettles—and pass through the streets 
making as much noise as possible. The 
costumes in Switzerland are numerous and 
picturesque. Among Alpine herd boys, a 
noticeable pretty dress is the short, dark 
trousers, blue blouse, and black silk cap, 
with its bright-red border.— New York 
Mail and Express. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 


A;short story that will interest children and 
parents. 


By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
a 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SUSAN H. WIXONS WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Oloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All iu a Lifetime, A Libera] Romance 
12m0, 300 PP., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
Oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1 25. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; dto. 224 pp., bo 


&vds, $1. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


A NEW BOOK. 


EDEOLOGY 


By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D, 
A Treatise on the Generative System, 
In three parts, inc'uding 


Pre-uatal Influence, (Influence which af» 
fects an unborn child.) 
Limitation of Offspring and 
Hygiene of the Generative System. 
Containing 
Plain Facts on Private Subjects for alt Adults. 
This book deals in a1 open, 
frank, but dslicats wav, with all points of in- 
terest on the generative system. 
It treats of 
Personal and Social Physiology and Hygiene. 
Wuar THE ManRRI:D Ovour ro Know 
In order toliva heal hy lives and produce hea! hy 
offspring. 

It is free from medical technicalities, written 
on the highest moral plane, and in such a way 
that evervone may read and understand it. It is 
most highl commended by the press. eminent 
physicians, and prominent people of ali callings. 

Itis printed from iarge, new, clear-faced type, 
on good paper, in one volume, wel! bound. 

Price, . loth, $1 50. 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think 
s minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


Bv Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price, 15 cents, Address this office. 


TWO DOLLARS FOR ONE, 


“THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ^ 


The only paper published for the voung that is 
free fromsuperstision One year 50 cents. Six 
monthr, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Little 
Freethinker has been enlarged and improved 
aud is now a paper Liberals may be proud of. 
Il send Little Freethinker, Foote's Health 
Monthly, and The mayfower Magazine one 
year, the Home, 8 16-page story paper, and twelve 
fine flowering bulbs of different kinda, all for $1. 
Address, .ELMINA D SLENKER, 
Snowviile, Pulaski county, Va. 
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Correspondents Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the ages of 20and40 years. Address L. O. I., care 
Truth Seeker office. 10t87 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to repair 
elo.ely regulate and relurn watches 2d or 8d 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the l/nited States where 
watches are butchered instead of restored Many 
are now making money but mau+ wore can make 
money easv by Sending me the work of their 
friends and neighbor:. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, eto. : 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wetlstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spoon, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 


Established 1857, ROCHELLE, ILL, 


SEPTEMBER 28, 1895] 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution à 
Start Christians Thinking, 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as " Eye-openers," in doing “ Missionary: 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, frieads 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evaagels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in ptice that thousands of gen- 
erous. hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed, Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians 


enerally. H. Clay 


10 

5 

5 
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) Watts. 2 

Blasphemy anc the Bible. 3 Reynolds..... 5 
Tue Book of Esther. A Epsoimen of What 

Passes a8 the Inspired Word of God..... 5 

Buddhist Nihilism, Prof. t. Max Muller... 5 


Constantine the Great. Fortreying the Ini- 
quity of the First Christian Emperor. 


. B. Wakeman. 
Oruelty and Credulity of the Human Race. 

r. Daniel Arter. vos sis eeps eror ha mme Lha 2 
Christianity a Borrowed &ystem. Bennett. 2 
Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 


Civilization. Charles Watts............ 5 

The Ohristian Deity. Charles Watts — ....... 2 

The Christian Faith. 200 Questions Without d 
DSWOLB...5.. E 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Christian Missionary aud a Chinese 
Mandarin -is seresissessess serioses ssss cee 2 

The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 

Christian Scheme of Redemption, OC. Watts. 2 

The Church and Educa.ion. Anti-Jesuit..... 5 

The Church and Freethought. Franklin 
Bteiner............. lee e veuvttusus 10 

Oongress and Sundag Laws. (Shall the Mails ' 
be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 


of The Truth Seeker.................... 8 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi. 
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Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.... 1 


The Devil’s Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 


.Due. John Syphers. . 8 
Daniel in the Lion's Den. D. M. Bennett..... 2 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 

Austin Holyoake................... sees 5 
Decadence of Christianity. ey. 1 
The Decline of Faith. J # Remsburg........ 5 
Detense of Secular Principles. C Watts.. 2 
Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 

niverse? Austin Holyoake............ 8 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 


Sincere Christian......... . fore Se osais ts 5 
The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 5 
Evolution Teaches Neither Athei‘m nor Ma- 

terialism. Brigham, M.D..... . 8 


assays on Miracles. David Hume........ 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. T E 
The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 
Foundations. JohnSyphers................... 
Free psech and Free Press. Percy Bysshe 
EE T E dns steesess 1 

Few Words abont the Devil. Chas. Bradiaugh E] 
Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas.Watts 3 
The Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besant... 2 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 1 
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The Gosp3l of Ohristiauity and the Gospel o 

Freethought, Annie Besant  ....... 

Has Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
Heaven aud Hell: Where Xituated? Aust 
Hoiyoake ...enesnesesesagaseesesseecessesas 

Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 

occurrence. Prof. Louis Eisberg........ 8 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh .. .. ... 8 
If You Take Away My Religion What Will You 
Give Me in Its Ste ıd? H. B. Martin, M.D. 

Is America the New World? L L Dawson... 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher..... disse aea iv eeuo va dise 
Infidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 
{Ingersoll Catechised. Wih Mr. Ingersoll’s 
Poem on Robert Burns. eee etes 
Ingersoll ọn McGlynn ...... pan 

The Uls We Endure: Their C nd 
. M. Bennett. ..............-.eeeus. 
Isthe Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Kemsburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden........ 
Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. ........ 
Land Question. Charles Bradleugh...... 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
_ of Jesus Christ. .... .... eese eese eene 
Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 
Fear to Die? By G. J. Holyoake ...... 8 
The Logic of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougat. G.J. Hotyoake.... 
Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 


yoake 5 
Liberty and Morality. Moncure D. Conway. 4 
The Liberty of Printing. Hon. É. P. Hurlbut. 3 
Literature of thé Insane. F. R Marvin, M.D. 5 
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"Manna." Orthodox Descriptions of How 
People are off in Hell................ eno 
Materialism ant Or me. B E Underwood.... 
Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts....... . 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of He- 
vival Doctrine............ eee 1 


nie Besant. . .......... eese 
New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradla 
ew Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh. 
New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
New Lite of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 
New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
The New Faith. J.I, Stoddard.......... ade 
The New Age. W.8 Bell............ .........- 
The Old Religions and the New. W.8. Bell.. 
On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant........... 
On Prayer, Annie Besant.......... errhptrtt 
On the Religious Education of Children. 
Annie Besant. written during her 
Transition from Christianity..... 
Open Letter tu my Old Friends the Qua 
N. D. Moore..............-. 2s 
Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingerso ats 7 
Our p and Savior Jesus Christ. T E Lot g- 
ShOre.........e nre dee wcceees Ba wer ete ances 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg........ 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. 8 B Duryea, T 
B Wakeman, G H Hawes...... deedeeses .. 
‘Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsburg.. 
Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.... 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as described 
hv the Rible. Per dozen. trees. dl 
{Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
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The Reli ion of Humanity Better than Eter- 
, nal Punishment. Babcock........... 
Religion of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 
Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 
"Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the Kditor of 
. The Truth Seeker........00......eeeeseeee 8 
Revivalism Examined. A. G. Humphrev..... 2 
A Remarkable Book a Review of Greg's 
Creed of Christendom. H. W. Douglas 


olyoake...... 
The Stage and the Pu. pit: Bobs G Ingersoll. 
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DOE 1 
Talk ach the Four Evangelists. E Wood- 
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ind About Hi ».) 8 
Two Short Sermons, Rev. Theologicus.. 
Twelve Apostles. 3 

ere Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 

Charles Bradlaugh................ esee 3 
What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh.... 3 
Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.... 2 


L . Scholasticus..... ..... 1 
Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 
W asChrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Address THÉ TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


NEW BOOKS 


ROBT C, INGERSOLL 


The Field -Ingersoll Discus- 
Sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at. 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 
This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
‘looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 
This lecture is a consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Col- 
onel Ingersoll’s orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 
The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETIE PLACE: New York. 


ZHpaonoay: The Science of Generativ 
Life. By Sydney Barrington Elliot, 
M.D. Oloth, $1.50. Sold at this office. 
This is a book that every man and wom- : 

an should read and should possess for fre- | 

quent reference. It is a valuable treatis on |. 
generativ life, and deals mor? particularly 
with one special phase of the subject to 
which little or no attention has been given 

—the power and possibilities of pre-natal 

influence. . 
Pre-natal influence is the influence, 

physical, mental, and moral, which, acting 

through the parents, affects the unborn 
child, not only during actual pregnancy, 
but for some time prior to it. The author 
has clearly demonstrated that having well- 
born children is within the reach of almost 
all parents. The physical, mental, sad 
moral development are each separately 
considered. It is shown how to impart 
good physique, strong vital organs, and 
desirable mental and moral qualities, even 
under unfavorable circumstances. Talent 
for special pursuits can be imparted, and 
numerous cases in point are given—cases 
of many of the world’s most renowned 
men, showing why they were so, when 
their parents, brothers, and sisters were 
entirely lacking in the qualities they pos- 
sessed. Many opinions and upwards of 
five hundred cases from the most eminent 
medical authorities in this country and 

Europe are given as corroborativ evidence 

of the author’s position. 


As a natural sequence to pre-natal influ- | We B 


ence comes the prevention of conception. 
To hav well-born children it is necessary 
that parents should know how to control 
procreation, that generation may take 
place only under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances. While abortion is condemned 
in the strongest possible terms, the regu- 
lation of procreation by preventing con- 
ception, so as best to secure healthy, well- 
born offspring and limited in every family 
to the number that can be carefully pro- 
tected and supported, is strongly recom- 
mended and fully indorsed by ‘a strong 
array of authorities in medicin, law, and 
theology, from Plato to the present time. 
Prevention of conception is emphatically 
declared to be harmless, effectual, and en- 
tirely satisfactory. g 
The last part, on Hygiene and Physiol- 
ogy of the Generativ System through all 
the phases of generativ life, from child- 
hood to maturity, is a compilation from 
the most eminent authorities upon the dif- 


ferent subjects discussed, and the most|B 


valuable of its kind in circulation. Some 
of the chapters of this part are on Physical 
Essentials for Marriage, Sterility, Events 
of Married Life, Government of Sex in 
Reproduction, Hygiene of Pregnancy, 
Painless Parturition, eto., eto.. This part 
treats thoroughly upon all points of in- 
terest to married people. 

This book, thongh quite new, has al- 
ready become famous. Whole pages in 
many of the largest daily papers, and sev- 
eral pages in leading journals, hav been 
devoted to it. It is most highly recom- 
mended by the press, eminent physicians, 
lawyers, and prominent people of all 
callings. It is the most autboritativ and 
valuable book on pre-natal influence ever 
published. 1t should be carefully read by 
every thinking man and woman. 

E CRM CRSÓUDMUMIR 
A'u-Tempered Babies 
are not desirable in any home. Insufficient nour- j 
ishment produces ill-temper. Guard againstfret- | 
ful children by feeding nutritious and digestible 
food. The Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed 
Milk is the most successful of all infant foods. 


MODEL 41 COLUMBIA 
dee Obht oes: 
Physicians recommend bicycling. 
form.” 


for the many ladies who prefer 

bockers rather than cumbersome 
Ladies’ wheels also in Hartford 

prices—$80, $60, $50. 
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$100 


MODEL 42 COLUMBIA 


eee 


Two new models for women’s use in 


Columbia Bicycles. 


Model 42 Columbia has been especially designed 


621 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus-Ohrist.) 


Paper, 416 pages. 15 cents. 

Cloth. (oc:avo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
E for descriptiv catalozue of Swedenborg's 
, American Swendenborg Printingaud Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union. Naw York. 


NEW EDITION. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Revised and greatly Enlarged. A Hand- 
some Quarto, containing over 
400 pages. 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
by, admiring friends as a rare p»rsonal souvenir. 

o help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, 
with autograph fac simiie, has been prepared 
especially forit. Inthe more elegaut styles of 
binding itis eminentiy suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season oroccasion. 


CONTENTS: 
Oration delivered ou The Christian Night, 
Decoration Day, 1882, My Choice, 
before the EA Á. t Why? i 
E e Academy of Imaeination, 
Musi+,N. Y. Science, TR 
A Tribute to Ebon C. If Daath Ends All, 
Ingersoll, Here and There, 
A Vision of War, now Long? 
At a Child's Gave, Liberty, 
Benefits for Iujaries, Jehovah aud Brahma, 
e Build, ‘The Free Soul, 
A Tribute to the Rev. pite. A 
ribate t nr 
ecu. Gee: can 
postrophe to taberty, Tribute t tlaudt 
A Tribute to Joan G. Palmer. come 
The Brain, 
The Sacr: d Leaves. 
rigin and Dastiny. 


Alexander Clark, 


Mills. 
The Warpand Woof, 
The Cemetery, 


Originality, hat is Poetry? 

‘Then and Now, My Posisiou, 

Voltaire, Good and Bad, 
Lazarus, ] ‘Lhe M.raculous Book, 
Whatis Worship? Orthodox Dotage, 
Humboldt, ‘the Abolitionists, 
God Silent, Providence, 

Alcohcl, The Man Christ, . 
Auguste Comte, The Diviue Salutation, 
The Infide!, At the Grave of Banja- 
Napoleon, . min W Parker, 

The Republic. - Fashion and Beauty, 


Dawn of the New Day, Ap strophe to Science, 
Reformers, Elizur Wright, 

The Garden of Eden, f&The fmagioation. 
Thomas Paine, o Respecter of Persons 
The Age nf Faith, Abraham Lincoln, 
Origin of Religion, | e Meaning of Law, 
The Uopardonable Sin, What is Blasphemy? 
The Olive Branch, Home Reasons, 


“ree Will,- Belec.ions, 

The King of Death, Love, 

The Wise Man, The Birthplaceof Burns 
runo, : Mrs. Iia Whiting 

The Real Bible, Knowles, 

B»nedict Soinoza, Art and Morality, 

The First Doubt, "Tribute to Roscoe Conk- 

The Infinite Horror, ng, 
ature, Tribute to Richard H. 


Night a 4 Morning, Whiting, 

‘The Conflict, Mr:;. Mary H. Fiske, 
Death of the Aged, Horace Beaver, 

The Charity of Exirava- The Music of Wagner, 


gance, Leaves of Grass, 
Woman, Vivisection, 
The Sacred Myths, The Republi» of Medios- 
Iaspiration 


rity. 
Religious Liberty of the A Tribute t» Walt Whit- 
Bible, man. 
The Liugh of a Child, 


Incloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; half 
morocco, gilt edges, $5; half calf. m »ttled 
edges, library style, $4.50; full Turkey 
Morocco, gilt, exquiwtely fine, 
$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
possible finish, $9 


Sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail 
post free, on receipt of price. 


A Cheaper Edition from same 
plates, good paper. wide 
margins, cloth, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


COLUMBIAS—They almost fly. 


Bicycling 


Dame Fashion says it is **good 


titt oth tias allin tll cs 


to wear knicker- 
skirts. 
Bicycles at lower 


POPE MFG. CO. New vonn 
General Offices CHICAGO 


and Factories, SAN FRANGISCO 


PROVIDENOE 
HARTFORD, Conn. BUFFALO 
Send for Catalogue. Freo at any 
Columbia Agency, or by mail for two 
a-cent stamps. 
Six handsome Paper Dolls, show- 
ing ladies’ bicycle costumes by noted 
designers, mailed for five a-cent stamps. 
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Gems of Bhought. 


ParrioTisM, a8 some people understand 
it, is pride in our power to harm the rest 
of the world.— Puck. 


THE average American pulls the cap 
down over the eyes of liberty and then ex- 
pects her to see.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Onty largest souls are able to discern 
and love sincerity of purpose amid the 
bungling feebleness of achievement.— 
George Eliot. 


Iw all lives there is a crisis in the forma- 
tion of character. It comes from many 
causes, and from some which on the sur- 
face areapparently trivial. Bat the result 
is the same; a sudden revelation to our- 
selvs of our secret purposes, and a recog- 
nition of our perhaps long shadowed, but 
now masterful convictions. — Benjamin 
D' Israeli. 


Wuen, Sanday after Sunday, men who 
profess to be our instructors in righteous- 
ness, read out the statement, ‘‘In six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is,” in innumerable 
churches, they are either propagating what 
they may easily know, and therefore are 
bound to know, to be faisities; or if they 
use the words in some non-natural sense, 
they fall below the moral standard of the 
much-abused Jesuit.— Huxley. 


VOLTAIRE approached the mythology of 
the Jews precisely as he did the mythology 
of the Greeks and Romans, or the myth- 
ology of the Chinese or the Iroquois In- 
dians. There is nothing in this world too 
sacred to be investigated, to be under- 
stood. The philosopher does not hide. 
Secrecy is not the iriend of truth. No 
man should be reverent at the expense of 
his reason. Nothing should be worshiped 
until the reason has been convinced that 
it is worthy of worship. —Zngersoll. 


Ir is much harder to examin and judge 
than to take up opinions on trust; and 
therefore the far greatest part of the world 
borrow from others those which they en- 
tertain concerning all the affairsof life and 
death. Hence it proceeds that men are so 
unanimously eager in the pursuit of things, 
which, far from having any inherent real 
good, are varnished over with a specious 
and deceitful gloss, and contain nothing 
answerable to their appearance. Hence it 
proceeds on the other hand, that, in those 
things which are called evils, there is noth- 
ing so hard and terrible as the general cry 
of the world threatens. Thus the multi- 
tude has ordained. But the greatest part 
of their ordinances are abrogated by the 
wise.— Bolingbroke. 1 


“Lovr is the fulfilling of the law," we 
are told; but to judge by the hatred that 
is being preached in every direction, it 
would seem that not love, but hate is the 
all-essential factor. All this horrible 
hatred is the direct result of the disposi- 
tion to domineer every thing and every- 
body, and whenever the would-be despot 
sees himself foiled in his unholy ambition, 
a destructiv hatred takes possession of 
him. It would be well for all the people 
if they would closely scrutinize the shib- 
boleths ofall would-be leaders. No one 
ean become either morally, mentally, or 
physieally sound until he becomes self- 
poised, individually, freely investigating 
and fearlessly thinking out his own con- 
clusions.—Living Issues. 


Is it at sll surprising that the number of 
those who hold the opinions of the church 
in light esteem should so rapidly increase? 
How can that be received as a trustworthy 
guide in the invisible, which falls into so 
many errors in the visible? How can that 
giv confidence in the moral, the spiritual, 
which has so signally failed in the phys- 
ical? It is not possible to dispose of these 
conflicting facts as ''empty shadows,” 
“vain devices," *'errors wearing the de- 
ceitful appearance of truth," as the church 
stigmatizes them. On the contrary, they 
are stern witnesses, bearing empahtie and 
unimpeachable testimony against the eccle- 
siastical claim to infallibility, and fasten- 
ing a conviction of ignorance and blind- 
ness upon her.— Prof. J. W. Draper. 


BRAIN ^» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


i , 81. 'e8 
Erico: cloth, € THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 centa. 


Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices. 
READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly tor 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
generally _H C Luse. . 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FOR CRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? IstheGardenof Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written whilejourneying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former seg D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste n’s 

raternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF INFIDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, "What Has Intidelity Done?” should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLER ATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. **Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. ; 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best_books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 

. exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphl-t, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Oolonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's'best. ‘fhe subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, (he Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor, The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man. The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins iration, Tne Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pions 
Evasions, “ No B ble, No Civilizaiion;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, [he Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Fter- 
nal Punishment, Some who Are Damned, 


What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


The | 


-on the famous text, “The Clergy know that I 

know that they do not know." 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FaEDERIOK Dovanass and Cor. Ror- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
UnitedStates Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Oolonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

' PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
& God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, 
M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 


Washburn's best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock's comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
fliot Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd' combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 


alleged gosnel. HJ Se:zneuret. 
SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 


CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the eae Researchers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bang the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lf: of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth>, George Eliot. 
and L^ngfellow. 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. | . 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Ohrist's alleged acts which would lead one 
to that conclusion. LK Washburn. 

WHY DONT HE LEND AHAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nam. 
Tre title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many posms, and & great 
many editions of it hav» been called 'or The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea‘ 
andthe Real. Not Dead, but Living. Frui. 
tion, Hone, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


Torture 


searchers. - 
\ WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr fs at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law end Its Fffects 
+ Upon H-r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benetactor of Woman. susan H. Wixo 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 


HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
, for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKER. CO.. 


98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT 


STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will It will 
Corner 
Make You 
the 
Laugh. Parson. 
/ 
By WATSON HESTON. 

The Stories Humorously Told —And Hard Facts Full-Pare 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the gf Pages. 200 s ag 
Old Testament—A Page ot Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 

CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloodv Joshua, 


Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, : 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family. 

Isaac and His * Š 
One of Twins, 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Bisera, 

General Gideon,, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from tho Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Salor. 


Sent by maii or express, prepaid, at the following prices’: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York city, 


In the nature of things, 


SAYS 


VN 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim op 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


“ Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, ** will make men 
better ; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. Itis a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. f 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IwazRsoLL/s great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by INezzsoLL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel Ixerznsorr's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 cents. 
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Jot for Parsons. 


“Tommy,” said the visitor, **hav you 
read the books in your Sunday-sehool li- 
brary?” ‘*Some of them,” he replied, 
rather doubtfully. ** Oan you tell me 
what happened to the boy who went fish- 
ing on Sunday?" ** Yes; he caught three 
bullheads aud an eel"  **How do you 
know that?" **'Oos I was him.” 


Mrs. Gray: ‘‘ Was your prayer-meeting 
good last night?" Mrs. Green: ‘‘ Rather 
uninteresting. None of the men who 
spoke had ever done anything very bad." 
Mrs. Gray: ‘‘But wasn't Mr. Gray beard 
there?” Mrs. Green: ‘‘Oh, yes; but you 
don’t expect he’d confess any of his real 
crimes, do you?" Mrs. Gray: ‘‘ Well, he 
might run a risk of being arrested.” — Ex. 


“Ong, well," said Flotsam, ‘‘you may 
laugh atit as a superstition, but the fact 
remains that it cured my rheumatism. I 
suffered for ten years, but since I’ve 
carried that horse chestnut in my pocket I 
havn't had a twinge.” ‘You carry a horse 
chestnut, do you?” asked Skepticus. 
“Yes.” ‘* Let’s seo it." ‘* Great Apollo! 
I can’t find it. I must hav left in that suit 
of clothes my wife gave to the ragman last 
fall. "— Judge. 


A Sooton chaplain was recently ap- 
pointed to a prison in a certain town. He 
was a man who made the most of his office, 
and entering one of the cells on his first 
round of inspection, he very pompously 
addressed the occupant, and the following 
passage occurred. Chaplain: ‘‘ Well, sir, 
do you know who I amp Prisoner: ‘No, 
nor I dinna care.” Ohaplain: ‘‘ Well, 
am your prison chaplain.” Prisoner: ou 
ye are; weel, I hae heard o' ye before." 
Ohaplain (letting his curiosity get the bet- 
ter of his dignity): ‘‘And what did ye 
hear?" Prisoner: ‘‘I heard the last two 
kirks ye were in ye preached them both 
empty; but ye'll no find it sic an easy mat- 
ter tae dae the same wi’ this ane.” 


TIM AND JOE. 

Tim and Joe were school-boys many years 
ago; 

Tim was called a '*Ohristian;" an ‘‘Ag- 
nostic,” Joe; 

Tim would swallow anything, if once it 
*peared in print; 

Joe pelleves in nothing *thout some logic 
in’ 


Tim Paley phat o boys all called a ‘goody, 


A sort pd “ milk- and-water” chap, with 
brains 'bout half alloy; 

He never had been known to hav a great 
amount of ** snap;" 

What brains the poor boy had were always 
fed on '*Bible pap.” 


He scarce could tell a cabbage from a 
pumpkin, on the farm; 

What mattered it to him, ignorance here 
could do harm 

So long as he was certain that “sinners ” 
all were lost? 

If they couldn’t accept his creed, they 
must ‘‘go to hell or bust." 


He'd read the story o'er and o'er 'bout 
Jonah in & whale, 

He loved to tell how Samson caught three 
hundred foxes by the tail, 

And slew some three score Phillies with 
the jawbone of an ass, 

How old King Neb. had eagle's claws and 
-fed himself on grass. 


Joe dared to doubt the yarn about Mr. 
Balaam’s talking mule, 

For this Tim said that Joe would go to a 
place not very cool, 

For ‘‘ Didn’t the ass giv Balaam's corns 
against the walla jam? 

And didn't. Balaam 

didn't Balaam ——?” 


* usg ' 

Said Joe: ‘‘I often wonder why the gift is 
always given 

To those who know so little here to know 
so much of heaven. 

Why, Tim," said Joe, ‘the heathen 
boys make gods of stone and wood— 

They pray exactly as you do-—get an- 
awers just as good. 


** You pray for rain—they pray for rain— 
you neither get a drop, 

Bat old Dame Nature 'bides her time, 
then it rains till she says ‘‘ stop.” 

And as these boys passed on through life, 
Joe always thought it queer 

That those who know so much of heaven 
should know so little here. 

Ben Erus. 
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A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 
A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Chris:ianity. 
Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forth. 
By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRICE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
?8Lafavette place, New York. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. ' 


Price 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891................... - 80 25 
Men, aomen, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 

The Asef Reason. “Thomas Paine. Ilus- 2 
rj RNC ccececescccesss eiu. 


Answers to C istian ‘Questions. 2 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire.. 10 
The Orisis. Thomas paine, Illustrated.. 4C 
Babbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
son. Robert C. Adams .................. 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- ds 
The Higher Oritioism in Theology 'and Ro- 
igion. T. E. Longshore..... Weste cres oe 50 
Issues or 1892.— $3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Righ ie í of Man. Thomas Paine. Illust " 
Was Guvist Grucified? Austin Bierbower. 10 
Pulpit, P Pew, anü Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 1 
Bible Morals. John É. Bemsburg. OERA 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon. 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire................--- 25 
hy DO God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 
Liberty in Literatate,’ " "Pesihmonisi “to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. | 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. 
Proctor........ E 15 
Candle Prom Bel 
Hart ...2..... ines ; 40 
The Holy "able Abridged...................... 80 
False aims of the Ohurch. John E. A 
Remsburg........ 0. cese eee eee ee oue n ne 10 
IssuEs or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas eine Vindicated. Ool. Robert i 
l A eua reru ra rn 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- Šo 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 2 
NEB. cocsccdensececcoccsstsocees 
Resurrection of Jesus... o IN a 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. P. Putnam............. 25 
Design Ar ument Fallasion By Editor of 
RUTH SEEKER.. 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was H 
John É. Remsburg........ 50 
Pen Pictures of The World' 
rated. S.P. Putnam. 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, à 
RITET TETERE T Mes S006 e ates peso Ue 5 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein........... - 10 
Bible Inquirer. AÀ.J&cobson................ 25 
Sister Lucy. er Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Pr 
XOB S reprae n ug a e OPEP IDE EE 


Issues or 1894.— $8, 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 
Reit-Oontradictions of the Bible. W. H. Burr 15 
Church Property: Snould It be Exempt 


from Taxation? e880ns Wt It Sho 
»usssesseseseesss esoses se hens bees ee 15 
fedi and Sunday Làws ................. 5 
he Better World. A dip into the future 
of mankind onearth. Dr. E.B onth; 
PAL E E EE EE E ET I 50 
0 


A Tale of a alo. Morgan A. Robertson. 
Illustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sarcasm. 
Se Wein Solace Sneed sienaces ese ge 15 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 
nese. whe Christ Principle, e W. 
we 54 EAR SEE Ceo Oi at eese or LE 10 


During w year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
Published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers soid at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OOQ., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Science Versus 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Offics. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature ix- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


Religion, 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregious sly Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use. 
y Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What 1 Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomv and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
28 Lafayette Place, NY. 


Address 


—THE—. 


FREETHINKERS' 


PICTORIAL TEXT- BOOK. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OP 


CHUROH AND 
STATR. 
18 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


70 MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIG? 255, AP VA SON oN HESTON, 
THE DESI ay un. o 


The Illustrations are classifted as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


2 Church Hobbing the People. 
3 b Thanksgiving. 

$ Sabbath Laws. 

14 n Children and the Church. 


Woman and the Church. 

6 ” The Church and Thomas Paine. 
4 w Studies in Natural History. 

8 n The Bible and Science. 


15 s The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
1 se Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 es The Atonement Scheme. 

4 * The Lord and His Works. 

2 s Prayer. 

10 - The Creed: 

1 zi Christians ani Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication. We ventnre the assertion that nothin: 


resent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
sionaries. 
The Lord's Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
he Church and Slavery. 
iests and Politics. 
eland and the Church. . 
Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


Ml. sencons. 
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“TOO OM MI mH 


like it has ever bo- 


fore appeared ia this country, i and it is very doubtful if another one like d will ever again be Pur 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o 


At twice the Price 1t wovld 
signer is & wonder 


ave been a cheap book. 
Success, and we judge from our own 


Artist Heston as & portrait-painter and, de- 


feelings that nearly every Liberal in 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the piot- 
ures do not make up the whole of 1his volume. "There are nearly two hundred pages of rea 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of 


ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put n the 


hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- 
RAArces THO? TRUTH SERER 


NO * BEGINNING;" 


OR. 


À common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in & 
" Creation" or ‘ First Cause" of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


" This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one ot the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.”--THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 


Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 


PRICE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


-— With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is notin magic potions, *'specifics'* 
or electric clap-trap, but only in 
WISDOM—TRE Sorence oF HEALTH, 
UNI Wise men study Nature, shun disease 
‘li learn to maintain vigor and regain it 

f byreading the mostcomplete book of 


Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
by an eminent ‘physician of 35 years 
exnerience, old, original, 
E standard" «ork, endorsed by all. 
ec imitated by many equalled by None. 

Aj Inspired by wish ieee aid humanity, i 


UAU 
CENT 


M married or ate ever expect to be 
| The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
| 3 colored charts of vital organs, 200 
H wood cuts, 21 chromoseshowing 
rigin of life—development of man. 
APPENDIX has.over 200 Recipes. 
a ‘Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address VHE RUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place New York. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


| AOOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. i 
Cloth, 75 cents. 
d expen; Led; 
Gent, Samples ty oF 


$75 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today, Address P. 0. Rox 5308, Boston, Mags. 


O EVIRADDRINADV NEEFD TT A 


AN» EXTRAORDINARY | OFFER ! ! 


We want 1000 more active agents before e 
July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
è can be easily made in any locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 


Soli: e 
1 o n Established in 1882. Ad- 
A. ver Orstamps. DA Hu mU 


$9.09. 0-9. 0-9. 0-909. 0-9. 0-9. O 


EN. 


(Stt 


cele, "Mental and [oes Debility 

and who are desirous of being Cured, xa 

booklet will be sent to their address 

ten cents, sealed in a platn envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
B plaints, and a description ofthe Doctor’s 
mportant medical discovery—an Oute 
ward Appl ication—a positive cure—the only rem- 
Soy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cess, Address, DR, R. P, FELLOWS, ” 
Say where you saw thisadver Vineland, N, Ja 


NOW READ THIS! 


Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
uel physician. He has treated DISEASES 


MEN for twenty MS &nd his remedies are 
Di EMEN Tor of this 'r&ctice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted, 
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THE CARPENTER'S SON WON'T RECOGNIZE HIS MOTHER AND RELATIONS. 
But;he answered and ssid unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?—M at. xii, 47, 48. 


mmm e mmime mmm e mmez 


RIGHT LIVING | 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of. Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid ring from & rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be, 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine. 
By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be withont 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1.° 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


JY ewe of the (Deck. 


CHOLERA is increasing in Tangier, Mo- 
rocco. 


Seven of the murderers of missionaries 
hay been executed by the Chinese au- 
thorities. 


In the athletic contest on Manhattan 
Field the American athletes won in all the 
contests, the English losing all the world's 
records. 


Two vessels hav recently been seized by 
United States officers on tbe charge of 
being engaged in operations against the 
Spaniards in Cuba, 


Tue Chickamauga national military park 
was dedicated on Sept. 19th. There was a 
concourse of 40,000 people and a great 
many distinguished speakers, 


Latest estimates are that the corn crop 
- of the United States will reach two billion 
bushels. Jowa heads the column with 
about 300,000,000 bushels, and Kansas is 
second, with Missouri a close third, 


Tus investigation into the massacre of 
missionariesat Kucheng hasbeen resumed. 
The man who gave the order for the 
slaughter of women in the missions has 
been summoned to Kucheng for trial. 


Tue American liner Edam was sunk in & 
fog in the English Channel. The passen- 
gers and crew were saved by a fishing 
vessel, the Vulture, the ship that wrecked 
her, the Turkestan, having vanished in tbe 
fog. ` 


Tux Central Labor Union of New York 
refused to permit Delegate McGill, of the 
Plasterers' Union, to serve in the office to 
which he had been elected because he de- 
clined to raise his hand when taking the 
pledge of office. 


Tue Belmont-Morgan syndicate which 
placed the last issue of government bonds 
has ceased to exist. The contributing 
members received, including interest, 
profits to the extent of 6:65 per cent for 
the time the transaction was pending, an 
equivalent of about 13 per cent per annum. 


Iw Italy, the United States, and wher- 
ever else there are Itulians, the 20th of 
September was celebrated with great dis. 
play and rejoicing. It was the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the capture of Rome, 
of the unificiation of Italy. The pope and 
the Catholic church generally denounce 
the celebration in unmeasured terms, and 
in many churches special prayers for the 
** prisoner of the Vatican " were offered, 


Last Sunday the police raided the 
clothing stores in Baxter street, this city, 
making twenty arrests under the Sabbath 
law. Many of the poor fruit sellers were 
also arrested. One man sold a policeman 
in plain clothes a necktie and another sold 
him a collar and both spent the night in 
cells, as did another who sold a policeman 
a straw hat. Other arrests were made for 
selling a pair of shoes and a stone jar to 
masked policemen. All this was in the 
United States, 


AT Willimantic, Conn., on Sept. 21st, 
Herbert H. Leonard, prosecuting agent 
for Windham county, called on all the 
newsdealers, and by threats of prosecuting 
then, it is said, persuaded them to sign an 
agreement not to sell Sunday newspapers. 
The papers were sold the next Sunday by 
others, however. 


Benton Riveg, O., has recently suffered 
from a furious revival of religion, and one 
of the converts is building à large tank, 
which he will fill with water, so that an- 
other convert can show the depth of his 
faith by attempting to walk upon its sur- 
iace. Heis likely, incidentally, to show the 
depth of the water. 


On Sept. 29th Lieut.-Gen. John Mc- 
Allister Schofield will retire as commander- 
in- chief of the armies of the United States, 
and Nelson A. Miles goes to Washington 
as senior major-general. General Ruger 
takes Nelson’s place as commander of the 
Department of the East, Miles is nota 
graduate of West Point. 


Tus clergy of New York and Brooklyn 
took occasion on last Sunday to eulogize 
the Republican convention for its expressed 
determination to maintain the Sabbath 
laws. Among the eulogists was Thomas 
Dixon, whom a very few Liberals hav 
been deluded into thinking possessed of 
some progressiv tendencies, 


Tar Dominican order of Catholics has a 
large vinyard somewhere in California, 
and ships the product Hast. In Brooklyn 
there is & convent where the sisters sell 
wine without a license, supplying a large 
parish with the beverage at great profit to 
themselvs. Other liquor dealers hav com- 
plained to the revenus officers. 


Harrison MILLARD, the well-known 
composer and song writer, died in this 
city on the 10th inst., of Bright's disease. 
He was sixty-five years of age. The songs 
of Millard were commended by President 
Lincoln in war times; and being severely 
wounded in the battle of Chickamauga, he 
was appointed by Mr. Lincoln to a clerk- 
ship in the custom house, which he held 
until 1885. 


Tue Spanish cruiser Baresistegui was 
sunk in the harbor of Habana on the night 
of Sept. 19th by a collision wiih the mer- 
chant ship Montera. Admiral Delgado 
Parejo, commanding the Spanish forces in 
Cuban waters, all but one officer of the 
cruiser, and a number of the crew, making 
forty-six victims in all, were drowned. 
Later the Cubans claim that the ship was 
destroyed by a torpedo sent against her 
by an insurgent launch. 


Ir is reported that the Cuban patriots 
hav eaptured the port of Banes on the 
north coast, which was the first step toward 
the launching of the Cuban navy, said to 
beready in various ports of other coun- 
tries. It is expected that Mexico and 
other states will soon recognize the bel- 
ligereney of Cuba, thus opening neutral 
ports for the coaling and refitting of the 
patriot fleet. Spain will dispatch 25,000 
more troops to the island in October and 
50,000 in January. Rev. W. H. Thomas, 
the distinguished minister in Chicago, said : 
in a sermon last Sunday that the time had 
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come for the United States to prevent 
further oppression in Cuba, 


Ox Sept. 18th the Atlanta Exposition 
was opened. "Two of the most notable of 
the incidents of the day were the speech of 
Prof. Booker T. Washington, Negro, presi- 
dent of the Tuskegee Normal and Indus- 
trial Institute, and the appearance of a 
body of Negro soldiers marching with the 
white troops of Georgia and Louisiana. 
Professor Washington’s address was greet- 
ed with the wildest applause by the im- 
mense audience, and prominent Southern- 
ers say that it marks the beginning of a 
new ers in the South, The exposition 
promises to be a great success, although 
the movement was started in the midst of 
the financial depression and when the 
Southern banks were issuing scrip to tide 
over the business difficulties, 


Sept. 21st was the warmest day of that 
date in New York for fourteen years and 
Sept. 22d the warmest of that date in 
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twenty-five years. Both days were hotter 
than any previous days of the same year, 
the thermometer registering 96 degrees in 
the shade at the top of the Equitable 
building where the United States mete- 
orological station is situated. The heat 
was continuous all day, having been 81 at 
1 a.m. and 79 at midnight Sunday. At the. 
same time, a very cold wave swept over the 
Far West. In Wyoming there was a snow 
blizzard the like of which had not before 
been seen in September in that region for 
twenty-five years, Snow fell over a wide 
area in the Rockies and adjacent territory 
and the temperature fell with phenomenal 
rapidity. Chicago had the three hottest 
consecutiv days of the season. At La 
Crosse thére was on the 22d a storm with a 
50-mile wind and the mercury fell 44 de- 
gress in 30 minutes. At Wichita the mer- 
cury dropped 50 degrees, getting down to 
45. At Marengo, lll, the mercury went 
down on the breath of a cold storm from 
99 to 40, At Minneapolis 2:81 inches of 
rain fell, 
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HEIR OWN DECLARATIONS—WHAT KEEPS SOME CHRISTIANS FROM COMMITTING CRIME. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz Trura SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. . And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NE W SUBSORIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subseriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'REETHINKER’S ProroniAL Texr-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 
And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
. list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proton. Trexr-Boox. 


The pictures in the Frrmrninxer’s PrioTORIAL 
Tzxr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulnes: ^ .: ; Ohurch's 
claim to being a divine anc ~~ficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson HESTON 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Ohristianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Ohurch 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 


Uses of the Oross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 


Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 
` This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Ineuce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.— Freethinkers' 
Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero.of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethough! 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume, There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


: Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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WITH 
THE 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage 


ree) 


For $6.50 we wil send Tue Terors Szxxzs one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


of These Good Offers, 


~~ 


For $5 we willsend Taz Terors Sxexzr one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trura Suzxer one year ($3) and * The World's 


The object of this work is to present the Oourse of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Colambus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Froothonght as an intellectual, moral, liter 


and political movement. 


HOW 
TO GET 


OFFER ! 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


3 

+ shows what Freethought is in itself, 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 
HUNDRED YEARS OF ¥'REETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
ificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of à barbaric church. 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPECIAL Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 

* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 

FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


social, industrial, 
how manifold are 
** FoUR 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tax Trura Szrzkxs one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurm Serer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Teura SxzxzR one year ($3) and a copy of “Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tua Trura Szexer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


The Freethinker's Badve-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION, 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAB, 
Wil be sent for 84.50. The 


£2.76 Pin and THe TRUTH 
EEKEB one year for $5. - 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar S E and ste TERRE. $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


Scientific Books Cheap, Researches in Oriental History, 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deat for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
B. B. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. . 

English: Pastand Present. By Richard Chene- 
yix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Bcience and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Lajug. "5 cents, 

Formation ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
. habits. By Charles Darwin. 75cents.  . 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E 
Two books in one volume. 75 cente. __ 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
T.R.H.B.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. "5 cents. 


Ilusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Bully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Bir John Lub- 
ock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 


numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 
Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 
Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
ect of some Familiar Things. By W. 
illiams, F.U.S. Two books in one volume 
75 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzorez J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
, Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxleyin scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarong the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

."'Thus whether we look to the facts of adapte- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy Goa? 
Tiustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address," THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a study in the evolution of relig- | 


ious ideas, touching ali forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit; 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper, 90 cents in cloth. 
Address THÉ TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


All are architects of fate ; 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 
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tory of à working-girl’s life and experience in the 
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Working Together for Evil. 

The Catholic News of New York reports a ser- 
mon by Father Belford, of Brooklyn, that is very 
interesting reading when taken in connection with 
the pronunciamento we reprinted two weeks ago 
from the Christian Reformer. We will begin with 
this comparativly mild statement: 

‘The true church must make its members good citi- 
zens. The Catholic church is the friend of every legiti- 
mate government, but it is independent of any. No 
doubt the church, like men, finds one form of government 
more favorable to its interests and development, but she 
succeeds under all, and she helps all by teaching obedi- 
ence to authority and fostering every good gift with 
which God has blessed man.” 


If as a test of its genuinness the “true church must 
make its members good citizens,” it would seem to 
follow that the Catholic is not that trae church. 
This is not saying that a vast number of Catholics 
are not good citizens, but the evidence is not forth- 
coming that the majority of these are made good 
citizens by the teachings of the church; while, on 
the other hand, there is a large element who owe 
faithful spiritual allegiance to the church but are 
sadly lacking in the qualifications of good citizens. 
We think that even Father Belford would admit 
thus much, especially if he should carefully examin 
the records of the penal and reformatory institu- 
tions of the country. How, then, can he honestly say 
that the true church “must” make its members good 
citizens? There is no qualification here —“ its 
members,” as he uses the expression, must mean all 
its members. To say that a part of its members 
are good citizens is to say nothing, for any church 
can say that, whether it is a “true” church or a 
false church, and the same can be said for those 
outside of sll churches. 

It is not true that the Oatholic church is inde- 


pendent of any government. On the contrary, it is 


dependent on every government that grantsit special 
favors, a8 the United States and the several states 
grant special favors to all denominations. The 
church secures millions yearly through the exemp- 
tion of its property from equal taxation, and to this 
extent it is dependent on the government. From 
the United States it has also received large sums in 
connection with its Indian schools, and from New 
York and Arizona it has likewise obtained millions 
for various purposes. While it has not until re- 
cently taken so activ an interest in the enactment 


and enforcement of Sunday laws as hav the Protes- 
tant churches, it is now awakening to the impor- 
tance of that form of heresy hunting, and hereafter 
will be found in the front ranks of those who are 
striving to force all the people to observe as a holy 
day the Sabbath of the Oatholic church. No, the 
Catholic church is not independent of government, 
but as it once dominated all government, and as it 
never changes in purpose, it can be accepted as 
indisputable that its ambition, like the ambition of 
the Protestant theocrats, is to make all governments 
dependent on the church. Farther along Father 
Belford says the same thing, only in slightly more 
disguised phraseology. Priest and preacher alike 
grow bold as they near the goal of.success. 

It is very true that the church teaches obedience 
to authority. She could never hav become the con- 
science-keeper of mankind if she had not insisted 
that obedience was the supreme virtue. It is espe- 
cially important that she insist upon that now that 
the people hav the ballot.in their hands. They hav 
tasted power and may become restiv under the rule 
of sacerdotal tyrants. It is vitally necessary to 
the church that they be taught to submit to all 
laws that they hav been induced to enact, for many 
of those laws are directly inimical to their own well- 
being andare solely for the increase of the prestige 
and wealth of the church. They must be taught to 
reverence law as law, lest they refuse to be slaves for 
the benefit of their civil and spiritual task-masters. 
They must be made to lose sight of the Constitu- 
tion and of the equal justice that should protect all 
men, regardless of their numbers or of their beliefs, 
and to fix their eyes on the Will-’o-the- Wisp of stat- 
utism. 

** Neither are the people absolute. Their authority is 
not aright; it is a trast held from God, to whom they are 
accountable for the use they make of it. 
cannot interfere with the state, but she can say that a law 
is unjust and that it may not be obeyed. In judging the 


church for things done in the Middle Ages, we must not 
separate her from the age or state of society." 


No, the people are not absolute, that is, the 
majority hav not in equity an absolute right to dis- 
pose of the property, liberty, and lives of the mi- 
nority. But it is not true that their authority is a 
“trust held from God,” and when the church as- 
sumes to nullify human law in the name of God she 
trespasses, although it may be that, in given in- 
stances, the law is wrong and she is right. Zhen 
she speaks truth, but speaks it in a forged name. 
To the reasoning mind it is manifest that if a law 
is unjust it is not God who is wronged but the hu- 
man victims of the statute, and hence the appeal 
from the legislature is not to God but to the indi- 
vidual. The legislature is not accountable to God 
or to gods but to the source of its authority, the 
people, and if the people, aggregated, themselvs do 
wrong, the wrong is done to the minority whom 
they oppress, not to denizens of other worlds, if 
such there be. The church should not interfere 
with the state, but she does interfere, always has in- 
terfered, and shows no sign of an intention to cease 
her interference, although the fundamental law of 
the United States sternly forbids all interference of 
the kind. And the trouble is that she does not in- 
terfere to make more secure the rights of men 
and women, to keep separate the church and state, 
but she interferes to weaken and overthrow the rights 
of men and women by uniting church and state. 
True it is that she may say that a law is unjust and 
is not to be obeyed, but this not because she claims 
8 commission from the skies. She can say that, as 
every other society can say it, as every individual 
can say it, by virtue of the instinct of self-defense 
inherent in every organism, just as the Freethinker 
says it when contemplating the monstrous Sab- 


The church 


bath laws enacted at the command of the church, 
just as the victim of the Catholic Inquisition 
might hav said it, just as the Jew may say it in Rus- 
sia to-day. 

In passing, if will be well to notice Father Bel- 
ford’s plea for the Catholie church of the Middle 
Ages. He says that in judging her for the acts 
done then we must not separate her from the age 
or state of society. But why not, pray? If she 
is the church of God, instituted by the Son of 
God, and if into the hands of her high priest he put 
the keys of heaven and the sword of earthly au- 
thority, she is above ages and states of society, as 
it is claimed that God is, and therefore she molds 
circumstances instead of being molded by them. 
When the church ceases to make the arrogant claim 
that she is the church of God, the one true church, : 
through the ministrations of whose priests alone 
men can be purged of sin and ticketed for heaven, 
we will consider the extenuating circumstances al- 
luded to by the Brooklyn pastor, but not before. 

** Enemies of the church do not hesitate to say that she 
saved Europe, that she was the only moral power in the 
world. The church looks upon the American Republic 
as a legitimate government. She approves the Constitu- 
tion, but she does not say that it is an ideal government. 
She believes that it is possible to construct a government 
in which church and state will remain distinct, but in 
which the influence of religion wil! be more felt and its 
rights more respected.” 

Saved Europe from what? From herself? Oer- 
tainly the people of Europe hav never had a more 
dangerous foe, not even in the worst of their most 
despotic civil governments. In what did her alleged 
morality consist? In her remorseless crushing of 
freedom of thought and expression? In such 
moral influences as the thumbscrew, the rack, the 
iron boot, the stake? In her celibate priesthood ? 
Was her moral influence manifested in the extirpa- 
tion of Moorish civilization in Spain and the cruel 
slaughter of the Jews? Was the papal court moral? 
In what aspect could the Crusades be considered a 
movement of moral regeneration? Or the merci- 
less massacres of the Albigenses, the Waldenses, 
the Huguenots? 

The Catholic church approves the Constitution, 
but she does not approve it! That is not a contra- 
diction. It is a Jesuitism. The Protestant theo- 
crats talk in the same way. They all like the Con- 
stitution in so far as it does not curtail their own 
liberties. They do not like it in so far as it guar- 
antees the equal liberty of dissenters. If either 
class felt sure of the possession of sufficient power 
we should very quickly hear the demand for the 
recognition of that particular division of the church. 
But as they are in deadly fear of each other they 
hav to content themselvs with a guarded request 
for a greater recognition of the influence of relig- 
ion. In fact, of course, the state cannot recognize 
religion without recognizing the church. Zhat the 
priests and preachers very well know, but they 
think that the people are too stupid to see it, and 
they do not reckon without their host, so far as the 
masses are concerned. Both divisions of the army 
of reaction make the same claim that “it is possible 
to construct & government in which church and 
state will remain distinct, but in which the influence 
of religion will be more felt and its rights more re- 
spected.” Here they stand, Catholic and Protes- . 
tant, on the same platform. We know how the 
Protestants want to keep church and state “ dis- 
tinct.” Sabbath laws, Bible in the schools, God, 
Christ, and Bible in the Constitution—those are a 
few only of the knives that they would use to cut 
the connecting bonds of church and state! What 
hypocrits they are! And what fools we would be 
were we deceived by their transparent devices! 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Under the Constitution there is absolute freedom. 
The circu- 
lation of the Bible is unhindered. Any man can 
become a minister, and can preach freely to whoever 
chooses to listen to him. The churches can accumu- 
late property, engage in home and foreign mission- 
ary work, and in every other way propagate their 
And 
yet, in the face of all this, here come the Covenant- 
ers and the Catholics clamoring for a government 
under which the rights of religion will be * more re- 
How could the rights of the church be 
What does 
The church could 
hav no greater liberty than it has to-day except the 
liberty to rob more and enslave more fully, and that 
This demand 
means that the church wanis the opportunity to 
dictate to the citizen how he shall conduct himself 
on the first day of the week, what views he shall 
hold in order to exercise the functions of an elector 
and a publie official, how he shall liv his private life, 
and what he shall say, print, write, paint, and send 
through the mails. Two weeksago we laid before our 
readers the utterances of the foremost representa- 
tive of Protestant ecclesiasticism ; we reproduced 
the demand of the Christian Reformer and the 
Christian Statesman, that is to say, the demand of 
the National Reform Association, the Sabbath Un- 
ions, and allied organizations, that Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
be denied the use of the mails and that **blas- 
phemy” be punished by law. That is what Prot- 
estant theocrats mean when they ask for a govern- 
ment that will accord opportunity for greater influ- 
ence to the church and will more respect the “rights” 
What Ostholics mean by the same 
request may be judged from these words of Father 


of religious worship for the Christian. 


creeds uninterfered with by the civil powers. 


spected ”! 
more respected than tuey are now? 
this astonishing demand mean? 


would not be liberty but usurpation. 


of religion. 


Belford’s: 
**She looks with dread upon indifference in religion, 


and on the fact that in this country, out of 65,000,000 of 
people, only 20,000,000 are Christians and less than 7,000, - 
She cannot obey any law that makes 


000 are Catholics. 
marriage dissolvable except by death. She cannot but 


protest against any system of education that teaches 


error or fails to teach religion. She holds that there is 
not more right to spread the poison of error than the 
poison of disease, and she holds that the state should con- 


trol the speaker and writer of evil as well as the manaic 


and the lep:r.” 

The priest is not unaware of the fact that the 
strength of the church is greater than these figures, 
at first glance, would indicate it to be, for to every 
church member must be added a certain percentage 
of the members of his own family who are under 
the age of discretion but who count the same as 
adults in the census. This makes the total of nom- 
inal church adherents about two-and-a-half times 
the total of church communicants, for the Protes- 
tants, and about fifteen per cent more than the 
number of communicants for the Catholics. Thus 
there is a grand total of about 57,000,000 of com- 
municants and juvenil adherents. But it is very 
certain that the rolls of membership, especially in 
Protestant churches, are not to be relied on for ac- 
curacy, as competent Protestant witnesses whom we 
hav recently quoted in these columns hav testified, 
and as it is from these membership rolls and from 
the church officers that the census enumerators got 
the figures given above it will be only fair to deduct 
several millions from the grand total of 57,000,000 
church adherents, reducing it to 45,000,000, or 
50,000,600 at the most, which is still large enough 
to fill the mind of every friend of equal liberty and 

` every true patriot with the gravest apprehensions. 

The Catholic church sets herself against civil 
marriage and the divorce that logically is permissi- 
ble under civil marriage laws. When marriage is 
held to be a sacrament it is easily seen that we can 
not admit the validity of divorce, but once it is con- 
ceded that marriage is simply a civil contract, it 
inevitably follows that the contract is dissolvable, 
as are all other civil contracts. Sentiment in ultra 
Protestant circles is gravitating rapidly towards 
Rome as regards marriage and divorce, as in other 
particulars, and so we find the theocratic party 
demanding that only “Christ's law of divorce" shall 
be recognized by the state, meaning that divorce 
shall be granted only for adultery, and permission to 

remarry denied. The difference between the Oath- 


olic position and the position of the reactionary 
Protestants is comparativly slight, much less than 
the difference between that of the latter and that 
occupied by the progressiv element in the Prot- 
estant churches and those not affiliating with any 
church. Aside from the sectarian strife over the 
question of religious education in the common 
schools, the Catholic church and all the backward- 
looking elements in the Protestant churches are 
practically one army, and for the Freethinker there 
is not the turning of a wrist in choosing between 
the two. 

In the last lines that we hav quoted from Father 
Belford the reader will see that the same position, 
precisely, is taken by the Catholic priest that was 
taken by Dr. McAllister, Dr. George, and the other 
Protestant priests who are responsible for the at- 
tack upon Taz Terors Serger and the liberty of 
utterance’ for which it stands, which attack we 
quoted and commented upon at length in our issue 
of September 21st. Here there is not the slightest 
difference in the platform of the Catholic and Prot- 
estant. Unlike political platforms, these platforms 
are not constructed merely to get in on, but they 
are made to stand on, ro act on, TO ENFORCE 
TO THE LETTER AND BEYOND.  Blas- 
phemy laws and heresy laws are to be revived and 
enforced; Freethought is to be “stamped out”; 
Obristianity is to hav another noontide, civilization 
another midnight, the Dark Ages are to come again. 
In this, Rome and Geneva are one in purpose and 
method. 


Canada’s Greatest Essayist on the Action of 
Canada’s Postmaster-General. 
Tus Granaz, Toronto, Sept. 30th. 

Dear Siz: You may be sure that you will always 
find me on the side of perfect freedom of opinion. 
Beliefs which cannot maintain themselves by argu- 
ments in fair lists against all comers, ought not to 
be maintained at all. 

In the number of Tae Trurz Srexzr which you 
have sent me there is much to which believers in 
Ohristianity would object, as they would to many 
of the utterances of my late friends, Professors 
Huxley and Tyndall. But there is nothing, so far 
as I can see, to justify or excuse the exclusion of 
your journal from circulation. 

Yours faithfully, 
To E. M. Macponaxp, 
Editor Taz Trurs SEEgkER, New York. 
—— —— 
The Cartoon. 

The Christian often declares to the Freethinker : 
“If I believed as you do, I would lie, rob, murder, 
or commit any other crime.” Hence it follows 
that the moral influence of Christianity does not 
make the believer either moral or good at heart, as 
it fails to eradicate the desire to do wrong ; and 
the Christian is deterred from crime, not from any 
love of morality and right, but only through the 
influence of brutal superstition and cowardice. If 
the Christian would not commit the crimes he says 
he would, then he either tells a falsehood or exposes 
his ignorance of the true basis of morality, and his 
declaration reflects no credit on his religion, his 
morals, or his judgment. Verily, what infamously 
bad people those Christians are at heart, if we can 
believe their own assertions, and how contemptible 
must be that creed which instead of making men 
truly good, only deters them from crime through 
fear! : 


Gorp»wis Sirs. 


‘The Republican platform in this state declares 
for the *maintenance" of the Sunday law “in the 
interest of labor and morality.” But that is all 
sham, of course, meant to cover the surrender to 
the church. This is shown by the utterances of the 
Tribune, the senior Republican organ, which talks 
piously about Sabbath * desecration,” calls the 
Democratic convention “the Sunday Desecration 
convention,” prates of the “sacredness of Sunday,” 
and in every other way tries to make it appear that 
Sunday as a holy day should be maintained by law. 


It remains to be seen how much longer liberty- 


loving people are going to be fooled by the “ rest” 
and ** morality " confidence game. 


A hit-or-miss Prohibition publication says that 
Tar Tkors Serre is an “apologist for the liquor 
interest.” Of course the editor knows—if knowl- 
edge can be assumed as one of his possessions— 
that we are no more apologizing for the liquor in- 
terest than he would be apologizing for the Pres- 
byterian church if he should protest against its 
forcible suppression. 


The Scottsboro, Alabama, Age says that Judge 
Bilbro’s “devotional exercises in the opening of his 
court win praise from all church people.” Un- 
doubtedly. If he should issue an omnibus injune- 
tion restraining all the people in his diocese—beg 
pardon, we mean jurisdiction—from absenting 
themselvs from religious services on Sunday it is 
probable that that act would also “win praise from 
all church people.” “Religious liberty," as they 
understand it, means the liberty to do as they 
please at the expense of other folks. 


A prohibition paper has yet to learn that Harman 
and Wise in Kansas are imprisoned under United 
States instead of state law, and therefore hav been 
arrested and prosecuted by federal instead of state 
Officials, so that neither of the parties recently or 
at present dominant in that state is responsible for 
the persecutions. The Comstock postal statutes 
put Harman and Wise in prison, and for those laws 
members of Congress of both the chief parties are 
responsible. So also representativs of both organi- 
zations favored the God-in-the-Constitution amend- 
ment to the Constitution. Freethinkers, in voting 
for members of Congress and for state legislators, 
hav to watch men rather than parties. 


‘We hav certain laws in reference to the Sabbath. 
Certain work and certain things shall not be done on the 
Sabbath day. The Republican party has taken the posi- 
tion that these laws are right and they dare not retreat 
from it.” 

So said Warner Miller with white face and trem- 
bling voice in the Republican convention in this 
state, and his earnestness scattered the plans of 
the bosses and carried the convention for the 
“maintenance” of the Sabbath laws. In the light 
of his interpretation, what becomes of the plea of 
many of the persons activin the Sabbath law en- 
forcement fight that they want the law enforced 
merely because it is the law and that such enforce- 
ment will and is intended to lead to its modification 
or repeal? Miller says that the laws in question 
are right and hence must not only be enforced now, 
but kept on the statute books for all time. So, 
after all, this battle is not simply one for the main- 
tenance of law, as law, but for the maintenance of 
the church’s Sabbath law, as a Sabbath law. It 
would seem that the atmosphere is getting clear 
enough for even the “no danger” people to see at 
least the headlines of the theocrats’ program. 


In the struggle for equal liberty no dependence 
can be placed in the partisan press, religious, polit- 
ical, or other. The Turners of Syracuse hav de- 
manded the repeal of the present excise laws of the 
state and the legalization of the Sunday opening 
of art institutes, libraries, music halls, theaters, and 
agricultural and industrial expositions. Where- 
upon the Morning Journal declares that while 
“local option must come,” “the secularization of 
the American Sunday will never be accorded.” It 
was but a few weeks ago that this very paper said 
that the people of New York would never submit 
to the “ Puritanical observance of Sunday in defi- 
ance of our constitutional guarantee of religious 
liberty.” This it affirmed definitly: 

‘Tò force upon the people the cessation of all their 
ordinary amusements or occupations for a Puritanical 
Sunday is to compel a religious observance of a certain 
day, and such legislation is in violation of our constitu- 
tional rights, The people at large, we are sure, love a 
quiet Sunday, but there is no authority to compel them 
to it.” 

Why this right-about face? How comes it that 
the Morning Journal has so suddenly discovered 
that one of the reforms it was then demanding 
and supporting by unanswerable argument will 
‘never be accorded,” while the other, local option, 
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‘c must come”? The answer is found in the fact 
that in the interval between the two declarations 
its party has held a state convention and pro- 
nounced for local option, but has dodged the Sab- 
bath law issue where it has not pronounced for 
such a law in the interest of ** morality and temper- 
ance.” The Journal has no principles but the ex- 
pediencies of peanut politicians. 


“A man ought to be true to his party. That is why we 
are here, and we hav come to stay. Break us, will you, 
ye dirty politicians? ‘Well, break, and be damned in the 
hell of honest history. The breaking boughs, the falling 
trunks, the snapping roots will testify the truth even in 
death, and church and country in the generations that 
are coming on shall speak in honor of the ‘whip’ of God’s 
unorganized democracy, the Prohibition party." 

That is a sample piece of scoria thrown out by 
that voleano of pious “reform,” John G. Woolley, 
while in a state of eruption at Boston the other 
day. It may be well to explain for the benefit of 
some of our American readers that a * whip" is a 
member of a political party whose duty it is to 
“round up” the representative of his party in the 
legislativ body and hav them at hand when a vote 
is to be taken. The term is an English one and 
has not yet been acclimatized in the United States. 
This being understood, the significance of Mr. 
Woolley's remark becomes apparent at once. The 
Prohibition party is the divinely-appointed “ whip” 
to bring * God's unorganized democracy” up to the 
polls to vote for Sabbath laws and all the other 
* reforms " dear to the heart of the pious paternal- 
jst. 


————— o 

Nothing is more true than that the worshipers of 
the unjust laws of to-day are also the worshipers of 
the violators of the unjust laws of the past. The 
pantheon of humanity is filled with the statues of the 
glorified rebels. Those who are the readiest to 
crucify the thinker and the freeman of this age are 
the loudest in their praises of the persecuted 
thinkers and freemen of the ages gone. Even the 
preachers who are in a delirium of savage joy over 
the enforcement of the Sabbath law “ because it is 
law,” gladly lay their sacrifices on the altars of the 
dead insurgent heroes, real or mythical. Here, for 
instance, is Dr. Talmage, preaching on the legend 
of Daniel in the den of lions. He says: 

** T suppose the people in the street gathered under and 
before his window and said: ‘Just see that man defying 
the law! He ought to be arrested.’ And the constabu- 
lary of the city rush to the police headquarters and re- 
port that Daniel is on his knees at the wide open window. 
‘You are my prisoner,’ says the officer of the law, 
dropping a heavy hand on the shoulder of the kneeling 
Daniel.” 

Cannot Talmage and his fellow-persecutors see 
the application of this to the existing conditions 
and the actors in the great drama now on the stage? 


De e 

A few weeks ago we had occasion to quote and 
comment on a story for children told by the Sunday- 
school Zimes, in which a little girl would not come 
away from the open window during a severe elec- 
trical storm because she had been told that * God” 
would always take care of her. We severely de- 
nounced such false teachings and the paper which 
carried them to hundreds of thousands of children 
who are not old enough to know that the forces of 
nature are no respecters of persons and take no 
cognizance of faith and childish trust. The Chris- 
tian, Reformer quotes a part of the paragraph and 
then says, referring to our indignant denial ‘that 
Tus Terors Seexer is immoral, “ Its own blasphemy 
is not demoralizing, but faith in God is.” Expo- 
sure of Christian humbug is always * blasphemy," 
of course, and of all Christian humbugs the delu- 
sion of divine providence is one of the most gross, 
so we suppose that the theocratic editor really 
thinks we are “blasphemous.” This is a reluctant 
concession of his honesty at the expense of his in- 
tellect. But really, in spite of this concession, it is 
very difficult to think that an educated man in this 
age of the world can believe that the forces of na- 
ture can be stayed or turned aside by the faith of 
the religious devotee. Before accusing us of “ blas- 
phemy” in saying that “lightning will kill the 
trusting child as quickly as it will the worst crimi- 
nal in the world" it would hav been well for the 
Christian Reformer to explain why so many 


churches hav been struck by lightning this season, 
in some instances wounding or killing several of the 
worshipers, as at Quakertown, N. J. In its own 
city of Allegheny three churches of its own denomi- 
national family, the Presbyterian, were struck in 
one day, as the dailies reported. Which is the 
more “blasphemous,” Dr. McAllister, this fact or 
our mention of it? — 


a NUN 

The Freethought Letter Writing Corps will this 
week pour in upon Adolph Caron, postmaster- 
general of Canada, a flood of protests against the 
exclusion of Taz Trurs SEEKER from the Canadian 
mails. And for this purpose the Corps is composed 
of not only the regularly enlisted members but of 
all other readers as well. No matter where you re- 
side, write, argue, protest. All subscribers in Can- 
ada should denounce this outrage upon their rights, 
committed by a mere executiv officer, a servant of 
theirs, who has no more moral right to prescribe 
what they may receive through the mails and read 
than has the czar of Russia or the Arkoond of Swat. 
Subscribers in the United States and elsewhere 
outside of Oanada are equally concerned in this 
matter and their remonstrances should be heard 
with those of their brethren in the Dominion. All 
are interested in the paper, all desire its prosperity, 
all will suffer to the degree that this usurping big- 
ot’s ruling affects for ill the cause represented by 
Tue Trours Seexer. Within the next two weeks 
Postmaster-General Caron should receive thousands 
of letters that will challenge his attention and com- 
pel him £o ask himself what justification he has for 
this high-handed proceeding. Request him to tell 
you what it is that he objects to in the paper and 
why he objects to it. Put him on the defensiv, in 
his own thought and conscience at least, even if 
you cannot extract from him a single written or 
printed. word in vindication or extenuation of his 
despotic conduct. His address is Ottawa, Canada. 
Now all together. 


Oppressiv statutes and the endeavor to enforce 
them are the most prolific producers of hypocrisy. 
Every step in the latter-day Sabbatarian march to 
empire multifariously illustrates this fact. Tennes- 
see, where the war against the Adventists is hottest 
and most unrelenting, is naturally fairly overrun 
with hypocrits. ‘We hav recently called attention 
to a few of them. Here is another. W. P. Mc- 
Donald is the editor of the Spring City Herald. In 
that capacity he has done his full share of shrieking 
for the enforcement of the law in the case of the 
Adventists, * because it is the law.” He is also the 
captain of Company “G,” 2d Battalion, N. G. S. T. 
In the latter capacity he on August 5th published 
ina Spring City paper—while eight Seventh-Day 
Adventists were serving in the chain-gang there for 
* violating the Sabbath ”—an order to his company 
directing its members to assemble in the armory at 
2 r.m. of Sunday, August 18th, for the purpose of 
starting on the march to the state encampment at 
Crossville. Failure to obey the order would be 
followed by arrest and punishment. And yet the 
Constitution of Tennessee says that “no person 
shall, in time of peace, be required to perform any 
service to the public on any day set apart by his 
religion as a day of rest." Blessed be the hypocrits, 
for they shall inherit the kingdom of cant. In this 
connection one of the editors of the American 
Sentinel writes: 

** Sunday, June 30th, just on the eve of the session of 
the court at which the Rhea County Adventists were con- 
victed for Sunday work, one for lifting a wheelbarrow 
over a fence, the writer of this note saw state militia 
marching in the streets of Dayton, almost in the shadow 
of the court house in which the Adventists were sen- 
tenced three days later.” 

Facing foes as unscrupulous as these, who can 
believe that the battle for equal liberty is won, or 
that it can be won without united action and des- 
perate fighting all along the line? 


The logic of the partisan and fetich worshiper is 
something marvelous in its way. The New York 
Tribune, referring to the Warner Miller resolution 
adopted by the state convention of the Republican 
party, pledging that party to the “maintenance ” 
—not enforcement, merely, mind you—of the Sab- 


bath law, says: “So now the Republican party of 
this state stands to-day—for what? For a ‘blue 


law? Not atall. Democrats enacted it. Repub- 
licans offer no apology for enforcing it.” This 
is at once insincere and sophistical. It is in- 


sincere because Miller's resolution commits the 
party to the maintenance of the Sabbath law as 
well as to its enforcement—or, rather, enforcement 
must be considered as only the condition of main- 
tenance, that is, the indefinit continuation of the 
Sabbath régimé while the Republican party has it 
in its power to repeal the Sunday statutes. The 
Tribune's assertion is sophistical because it implies 
that the concealment by the “fence” of the booty 
of the burglar relieves both from the charge of 
theft. In other words, a blue law is not a blue law 
if one party enacts it and another enforces it! . Re- 
duced to the syllogistic form the Zribune’s reason- 
ing would hav this appearance: 

That only is murderin which the crime is planned 
and executed by the same person. 

In the case of the killing of Smith by Brown, it 
is established that Williams planned the deed. 

Therefore Smith was not murdered. 

Would-be criminals will please take notice and 
guard against punishment accordingly. Again the 
Tribune: “Does it [the Republican party] stand 
for ‘bigotry’? Not at all. There is no bigotry in 
a law which one party passes and another, accept- 
ing its duty and its responsibility, rigidly enforces.” 
This is equivalent to saying that if a Methodist 
majority enacts a law for the suppression of Free- 
thought literature and a succeeding Baptist major- 
ity enforces it there is no bigotry in the law nor in 
the intentions of its enactors and enforcers. White- 
law Reid should get off the editorial tripod and go 
to school again for a few years, taking his place at 
the foot of the primary class. 


A discursiv contemporary, before mentioned, con- 
founds the tentativ declaration made by the Con- 
ference of Political Reforms at Prohibition Park 
with the platform of the Prohibition party, and by 
so doing renders even more pointless all its criti- 
cisms of our comments upon it. That conference 
was not a convention of the Prohibition party, but 
a gathering of representativs of various * reform " 
forces, and its purpose was accomplished when | 
it put out this declaration upon which all could 
agree. The conference acted in harmony with the 
plan formulated by Woolley, which contemplated 
the election of executiv officers to enforce all existing 
laws (necessarily including all Sabbath stat- 
utes), the leverage thus given to enable them to secure 
more repressiv statutes and finally to put into power 
the “new clean party built on Jesus Christ,” the 
party through which “the church is in politics,” the 
party built up on the plan that “honors the church 
and enforces the Sabbath.” Like many other “ re- 
forms” within the scope of the “plan,” Sabbath 
observance enforcement was understood instead of 
expressed, because if was the policy to express 
nothing that would drive away possible adherents, 
like the receptiv editor of the discursiv contempo- 
rary. This latter gentleman does not distinguish 
between “anti” and “non,” although the two locu- 
tions are utterly dissimilar in meaning. He speaks 
of the “ anti-Sunday plank in the Prohibition plat- 
form," when he means only the omission of allusion 
to the Sunday issue in the tentativ declaration, not 
of the Prohibition party, but of the Conference of 
Political Reforms. On the surface, the declaration 
is non-Sabbatarian, not anti-Sabbatarian, but the 
purpose of the overwhelming majority of its ac- 
ceptors is pro-Sabbatarian. As to the Prohibition 
party, the discursiv contemporary says that it “is 
the nearest approach to an Infidel party known to 
American politics.” We suppose that this must be 
80, for “extremes meet.” The funniest of funny 
things about this whole business is the lumping of 
Cleveland, Harrison, and Bidwell together as Pres- 
byterians and denouncing them as such in the at- 
tempt to prove that the other parties are all more 
religious than the Prohibition. Evidently no one 
has yet told our discursiv contemporary that 
General Bidwell was the Prohibition candidate for 
president in 1892. 
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Call for the Annual Congress. 
NEW YORE, OCTOBER 25TH, 26TH, AND 277TH. 

70 the Liberals of America, Members of the Free- 
thought Federation and Secular Union, and 
ail Societies organized for the Purpose of 
maintaining a purely Secular Government: 

It is of great importance that Freethinkers 
should combine. It is of more importance now 
than at any previous period, for there is more work 
to do and the work cannot be done by isolated 
effort. There are vast ecclesiastical combinations 
organized for the express purpose of overthrowing 
Freethought, and also of uniting church and state 
in a more dangerousform than ever before. These 
questions immediately confront us: À 

The Taxation of Ohurch Property, 

The Bible in the Public Schools, 

The Sabbath Laws, and 

The Liberty of the Press. 

Property to the value of a billion of dollars is ex- 
empt from taxation in the American Republic, in 
many places religious exercises in the publie schools 
are on the increase, and the very foundation of uni- 
versal education is being destroyed.  The.confliet 
in regard to Sabbath lawsis now waged both in the 
states and in the national Congress, and a central- 
ized political power is being established for the 

- purpose of aggrandizing the authority of the church 
in civil matters; and honest Freethinkers are im- 
prisoned to-day for discussing questions of the ut- 
most importance to human improvement. Against 
these flagrant and ever accumulating acts of injus- 
tice we must unitedly contend. Freethinkers 
throughout the Union, in every state, county, city, 
and village, should be in activ communication, and 
ready to meet at any point the encroachments of 
the church. It is often the case that a Freethinker 
is alone in his community in the open support of 

Liberal thought and principles, and for this reason 

suffers persecutions. Religious bigots assume that 

they can trample upon the Freethinker’s rights 
with impunity on account of their own vast majority. 

When it is well understood that the Freethinkers 


of this country are joined together and will defend 


one another at all hazards, the rights of Freethought 
will be respected and the individual Freethinker 
will hav the power of numbers to support his cause. 
The theologian is naturally a coward. He perse- 
cutes only the minority. He does not trust in God 
unless God has a big majority. When the theolo- 
gian realizes that the Freethinker is not a solitary 
unit, but the representativ of a great force, he will 
not only cease his persecutions, but even welcome 
him to social equality. A theologian is very con- 
siderate towards a powerful party, however much 
he despises the humble citizen. 

There is a great contest before us. We must be 
an organized party or submit to defeat and ostra- 
cism. We cannot fold ou: hands and do nothing. 
We must become an intellectual, social, moral, and 
political power through a generous and permanent 
comradeship. We can do this only by public meet- 
ings, congresses, associations, and a Freethought 
press. We must use the same instrumentalities 
that are constantly used by the churches. They 
hav their great gatherings, their synods, their coun- 
cils, their conventions, and in this way the churches 
ereate an immense enthusiasm and exercise a more 
potent sway. These are human, practical, and far- 
reaching means, and Freethought must avail itself 
of such necessary aids. 

All, therefore, are urged to come together at the 
National Congress of the American Secular Union 
and the Freethought Federation of America, to be 
held in New York, October 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1895. 

It is hoped that there will be a large attendance, 
and that measures of co-operation, greater advance 
and usefulness will be adopted and cordially carried 
out by friends of freedom throughout the country. 

The members of the American Secular Union are 
notified that such amendments to the Constitution 
will be proposed at the coming Congress as will 
enable the Union to consolidate with the Free- 
thought Federation of America. 


The members of the Freethought Federation are 
also notified that changes of the same nature will 
be proposed for its Constitution in order that it 
may unite as an organized body with the American 
Secular Union. 

It is the general desire that there be one grand 
national organization adapted to all the needs of 
the present and future work.- Without doubt this 
will be determined in a wise, conciliatory, and pro- 
gressiv spirit. Let us close our ranks and meet the 
common enemy, the bigots of the Christian church. 
We work for the future; we work for humanity; we 
work for the best interests ot civilization, for the 
liberty and the progress of all. Let us stand 
bravely by our colors and unite in the common 
cause. There are vast and profound principles 
which should harmonize superficial differences. We 
hav no creed to support, but always and everywhere 
the rights of man. This is the mighty battle- 
ground. Let us rally now as never before, with 
earnest convictions, courage, and enthusiasm. We 
cannot evade the issue, neither can the church itself. 
It is liberty or it is slavery. This is the conflict of 
the ages, and in the American Republic all that is 
most precious and ennobling is at stake. 

Samvzt P. Purnam, President. 


The Holy Relics of Aix-la-Chapelle. 


We hav frequently mentioned in these columns, 
says the San Francisco Argonaut, the bitter war 
which has long been waged between the towns of 
Treves and Argenteuil over their respectiv * Holy 
Coats.” Both of these places claim to possess the 
garment worn by the savior of mankind at the time 
when he was about to be crucified—the same one, 
probably, which was cut up and divided among the 
Roman soldiery. Each town maintains that its 
“Holy Coat" is the only true and veritable garment, 
and that the other is à fraud. Each town yearly 
gathers in large quantities of the shekels of the 
faithful, who annually repair to the churches where- 
in the sacred relics are preserved, for the purpose 
of curing themselvs of all sorts of maladies. Ac- 
tiv as is the quest of the priests of Treves and 
Argenteuil for the money of the pilgrims, their 
crusade against their rival is still more activ. 

But there comes a time once in seven years when 
they bury the hatchet, cease attacking one another, 
and join forces against a common enemy. This 
common enemy is the cathedral of Aix-la- Chapelle. 

At Aix-la-Chapelle the relics are not only more 
numerous than those at either Treves or Argenteuil, 
but they are infinitly more powerful. At Aix-la- 
Chapelle, the priests not only possess a garment 
once worn by the savior, but one belonging to his 
mother as well. But let us make a list of these 
wonderful relies. . 

The “greater relics,” so-called— there are a num- 
ber of minor ones, but we shall not weary our read- 
ers with these—are thus set down in a reverent 
Continental journal, from which we take the partic- 
ulars: 

First—The white gown—or “shift,” as the Ger- 
man word used might be delicately translated— 
which was worn by the Virgin at the time when her 
son, the savior, was born to her. It is five and a 
half feet long. 

Second—The swaddling-clothes, of brown wool, 
in which the infant Jesus was wrapped. According 
to tradition, they were fashioned from a pair of old 
gaiters or leggings belonging to Saint Joseph, his 
mother’s husband. 

Third—The fine linen shroud, spotted with blood, 
in which were enveloped the remains of St. John 
the Baptist, after his head was cut off. 

Fourth—The linen which was wrapped around 
the body of the savior during the crucifixion. 

There are a number of other relics in the great 
cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle, but in view of the size, 
the sanctity, and the healing power of those we 
hav mentioned, they are not worth enumerating. 

Once in seven years, during the month of July, 
the priests of the Oathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle ex- 
hibit these wonderful relics to the adoring gaze of 
the faithful. From all over Germany—nay, from 
all over Continental Eurone—bands of pilgrims 
pour into the city of Aix-la Chapelle. It goes with- 
out saying that the well ones are much edified, the 
sick ones are cured, and all leave large quantities 
of coin of various realms in the pious hands of the 
priests of the Cathedral of Aix-la-Ohapelle. It is 
at this time that the priests of Treves and of Ar- 
genteuil. forgetting their quarrel over their “ Holy 
Coats,” join forces, and attack the authenticity of 
the holy relics of Aix-la-Ohapelle. 

But they hav not succeeded. Whether it be that 
the faithful are grateful to the Cathedral Chapter 
of Aix-la-Chapelle for tapping them only once in 
seven years instead of once a twelvemonth— 
whether it be that the greater number of relies 


makes them more efficacious—or whether they are 
in reality more effectual in dermatology, which is 
the branch of medicin most needed in relic practice 
—the fact remains that the jealous fury of the 
priests of Treves and Argenteuil has not prevailed 
against the relics of Aix-la-Chapelle. For centuries 
the people hav been coming there in enormous 
numbers, and a few weeks ago, when the relics were 
exercising their healing powers, the crowds were as 
great as they were during the Dark Ages—or in 
1440, say, when, as history tells us, a roof broke 
down, killing scores of pilgrims. 

In 1895, the roofs were crowded with pilgrims— 
just as they were in 1440, and probably with very 
much the same kind of people. The boast of the. 
Roman church is that she is semper ecadem——“always 
the same”—and judging from the intellectual 
caliber of the Roman Catholics who go to Treves, 
to Argenteuil, and Aix-la-Chapelle, very probably 
she boasts aright. 

This year, as the respectful Continental journals 
describe and illustrate it by instantaneous photo- 
graphs, the scene was “most impressiv.” Every 
morning at ten o'clock, a herald, in medieval garb, 
appeared upon a stone gallery far up amid the fly- 
ing buttresses of the ancient cathedral of Aix-la- 
Chapelle. Sounding a fanfare upon his herald's 
trumpet, he made proclamation as follows: “ Hear 
ye! Hear ye! The faithful will now be permitted 
to gaze upon the smock of the holy virgin. Oon- 
template it respectfully for the sake of God and the 
glory of Mary, in order that she may intercede for 
you with her divine son,” etc. 

Then entered the clergy close upon his heels. 
There, high up in air, with grotesque stone gar- 
goyles grinning at them, not unlike those on the 
towers of Notre Dame, the priests assembled. 
From the stone gallery, a crimson velvet tapestry 
was hung. and on this as a background there were 
suspended, one after another, the shift of the virgin 
Mary, the linen which wrapped the crucified one, 
the shroud of St. John the Baptist, and the swad- 
dling-clothes of Christ. And as the lesser priests 
held these ** holy relics” in place, over them there 
stood the bishop, with miter and crozier, and 
blessed the rabble of pilgrims, crowding the roofs 
and the streets far below. And around them, far up 
on the flying buttresses, the great stone gargoyles 
grinned, while below, in the infernal regions, doubt- 
less the devil laughed. l 

When the “exposition of relics ” is finished, there 
sweeps into the cathedral a vast crowd—leprous, 
ulcerated, lame, halt, and blind. To them the 
priests pretend to minister, and to the priests they . 
giv their offerings. As it was in the Dark Ages, so 
is it now. 

For the events we are describing took place in 
the city of Aix-la-Chapelle, in the empire of Ger- 
many,in the month of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-five. 

Verily, the boast of the Roman church is true— 
she is semper eadem —" always the same.” 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R. 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
*Self-Contradietions of the Bible" to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate *Self-Contradictions" as well as the “ Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

Tar Trura SxrkrR's offer to send eight copies of 
Paine's “Age of Reason” to eight different ad 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur-- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 

eh D NN 


There Are Too Many That Way. 


‘ I see Si Hoecake claims to be a Freethinker. Do 
you reckon he i8?" 


** Wal, not when his wife is around, anyway,”—Puck. 
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past. After the tower we were guided into the 
State apartments, the Vandyck room, the Zucca- 
relli room, the Ante-room, the Grand vestibule, the 
Waterloo chamber, St. George’s hall, the Guard 
chamber, and so forth: The paintings, statues, 


News and Notes. 


From Bognor, through the varying palaces of the 
moonlit night, I again return to London. 

Sunday morning, September 1st, dawns with. 
cloudless sky. I drift in the morning sunshine over 


to the home of Foote, and take my last smoke in 
the garden where happy hours hav passed. I hav 
dinner with Mr. and Mrs. George Ward, and meet 
our veteran comrade Tripp, of Brighton. In the 


afternoon I go to Finsbury Park, where Stanley 
Jones is wrestling with the Christians. 
two- hours’ battle of it, but maintains the cause at 
every point. Stanley Jones is well equipped and 
has the energy and enthusiasm of a born reformer. 
He is one of the best workers in the field. I take 
tea with Mr. and Mrs. Fleming, and then we make 
our way to Foresters’ hall, where I deliver my last 
lecture in England, “Ingersoll and Freethought,” 
to a splendid audience—splendid in numbers, splen- 
did in enthusiasm, splendid in its welcome to Mr. 
Foote as the representativ of British Freethought, 
and to his co-worker from America. I must thank 
Mr. Foote for the thorough-going manner in which 
he has supported my labors in the field, and for his 
whole-souled greeting to me as a guest. He has 
been a comrade indeed, with chivalrous devotion 
to the cause. Success has been the result, as wit- 
nessed by this great and applauding gathering. 
Mr. Foote is a man full of resources. If one oppor- 
tunity fails, he seizes another. He has recently 
made a vigorous movement upon the West End, at 
St. James’s hall. Bradlaugh in his palmy days 
made no effort upon this side of London. The im- 
portance of Mr. Foote’s new departure is now con- 
ceded, and he has won fresh laurels in this cam- 
paign. He has met new faces and enlarged the 
sphere of Secular work, while abandoning no post. 
I believe the Freethought forces in London were 
never in better condition for advance, under this 
brave and cautious leader. I am sure that the series 
of lectures at Foresters’ hall will be a pronounced 
success. The enthusiastic conclusion of my own 
labors marks the beginning of a victorious winter’s 
campaign. Mr. Watts lectures the next two Sun- 
days, and he is a favorit with London audiences, as 
elsewhere, and always draws the full quota of our 
columns. I must thank him also for his unstinted 
aid. He arranged the whole course of my lectures 
in such a way that I could do the most work and 
see the best of the country. I could not hav accom- 
plished nearly as much without his cheerful assist- 
ance. I can only hope to repay the generosity of 
my British comrades when they come to see the 
grandeur and magnificence of America. Of course, 
-while I admire the old country, with its vast accu- 
mulations of knowledge and art, I must still affirm 
that America beats the world, for in it is the im- 
measurable promis of the future. We may not hav 
done much yet, but think of the mighty theater, 
with mountains, rivers, lakes, and plains, in which 
millions of the human race will develop. Well, 
Foote and Watts must come to our shores, and I 
will show them a thing or two when they arrive. 
They shall hav a warm welcome, and they shall be 
assured that the Freethinkers of America appreciate 
the work they hav done as the representativs of our 
British brethren; and through them we will join 
heart and hand with all transatlantic comrades. 
Monday, August 26th, was also a day of pleasure, 
for I visited the far-famed Windsor Castle with Mr. 
Victor Jackson and the secretaries of the National 
Secular Society and the London Federation, Miss 
Edith M. Vance and Miss Annie Brown. The sec- 
retaries were formerly residents of Windsor; Miss 
' Brown's father for nearly half a century has been 
employed in Windsor Castle itself, and so with 
these friends I had plenty of chance to see the glory 
of this magnificent structure, the largest royal resi- 
dence in the world. I do not know whether we 
could hav a Windsor Castle without royalty or not, 
but it is certainly & precious gifü to the present 
generation, and may it endure when democracy 
shall triumph. Kings and queens hav flourished 
here, and their day is gone; but not with them 
shall vanish the splendor of this imposing edifice. 
I cannot describe all I saw; I can only giv glimpses. 
Of course I climbed the Round Tower, and was re- 
paid for the somewhat difficult journey up the wind- 
ing staircase. It was a memorable view that greeted 
the eye—the river Thames winding along, Eaton 
College, the great forests, the deer and cattle, the 
vast fields, the city itself at my feet; the castle with 
its walls and turrets, its moat, its gateways, its pa- 
vilions and chapels, its assemblage of massiv halls 
and chambers. Before me lay the accumulated 
result of the toils of many kings. It was a bright 
and beautiful picture, for little of tragedy is con- 


nected with Windsor Castle, “The muses’ and the 


monarch’s seat.” It reminds one of gorgeous rev- 


elry, of the brightness and not the darkness of the 


He has a 


porcelains, curiosities that I looked upon, I cannot 
enumerate. It was a vast display, and I don’t see 
that the queen can own it any more than the rest 
of us, for we certainly could enjoy all its beauty and 
draw lessons from its historic associations, its won- 
ders of human ingenuity and power. 

After we had visited the castle, and enjoyed an 
excellent repast purveyed by our good friend Victor 
Jackson, the same generous comrade secured a 
* trap," and we had a drive through the great park 
and to Runnymede. The “long walk," I believe, 
surpasses the world for grace and ornamentation. 
It ig straight as an arrow for three miles—direct 
from the royal entrance of Windsor to the statue of 
George the Fourth. On either side are wide ranks 
of trees, and beyond these are open spaces of green 
fields, which, again, are hedged in by ampler for- 
ests. As we ascend towards the statue, the scenery 
broadens. Forest on forest appears; fields are add- 
ed to fields; farther on are smooth pastures flecked 
with wandering herds, while the majestic castle, 
illumined by the setting sun, crowns the landscape 
with superb form. With soft, grassy banks, and 
bosom rippled by passing boats, the river flashes on 
our sight. The fair meadows of Runnymede stretch 
away where the shafts of sunset seem to glimmer 
on the armor of old barons. Quaint houses edge 
the road, with ivied walls and rose-embowered win- 
dows. Green hedges slip by us as we near the 
lighted streets, and the horse, spurred by thoughts 
of supper and guided by a skillful hand, gets on an 
extra move. It was a time when I could see Herne 
the hunter, and Falstaff, and the merry wives of 
Windsor, the oak in the moonlight with the fairies 
dancing about it, and the many-colored lanterns. 
Windsor is not simply the home of royalty. Itisa 
palace of poetry, and its surroundings are replete 


with legend and romance. I must thank my friends 


for this day. Windsor Castle will not be forgotten, 


nor the companions associated with its entrancing 


Scenes. 

Tuesday is another day of notable experience. I 
visit Epping forest and its vicinity, the greatest 
play-ground in the world, where for miles one may 


wander in sylvan solitudes. 'This forest is now pre- 


served for the pleasure of the people. For centuries 
it was encroached upon by avaricious landlords, but, 
by act of parliament, hereafter its “contiguity of 
Shade" will be untouched, and millions can roam in 
its bowers and drink the pure air of heaven—espe- 
cially on Sundays. Such is the march of the people. 

Forder takes me out, and we land at Aybridge, 
Essex. Mr. Moody meets us at the station and 
takes us to White Hart hotel, of which he is proprie- 
tor. We hav a delightful welcome from both Mr. 
and Mrs. Moody, who are Freethinkers, and together 
we take a drive to King’s Head, at Chigwell. This 
is an antique place, celebrated by Charles Dickens 
in “Barnaby Rudge” as the Maypole. Of it the 


novelist says: “Such a delicious old inn, opposit 
‘the churchyard; such an out-of-the-way, rural 


place.” It is to-day just as Dickens described it in 
“Barnaby Rudge.” He lived here himself when he 
wrote that great book. It is said that Queen Eliz- 
abeth lodged here. No one knows when it was 
built, but scarcely any change has overtaken the 
place in its structure. The walls, the rooms, the 
window-panes, are the same. It is a place for dim, 
sweet memories. The garden is especially lovely. 
It has all sorts of little nooks, bowers, flower-beds, 
and grassy plots. No wonder Dickens loved this 
place and fostered his genius with its exquisit sur- 
roundings. It is now kept by Tucker Bros., who 
warmly welcomed the Secular Pilgrim, having them- 
selvs been denizens of America. If within twelve 
miles of London one wishes to see real old English 
buildings and rural life, and enjoy the luxury of 
unruffled quietude, he must find his way to King's 
Head, Chigwell. It was to me a poetic revelation 
of the “things that were.” 

White Hart hotel is also an attractiv caravansary. 
Mine host Moody is a provider of all good things, 
and believes in one world at a time. This is a 
favorit haunt of those who hunt and fish, and the 
little village is at times as crowded as the thorough- 
fares of London. My day at Aybridge was one of 
especial entertainment. 

And now time rolls on to the farewell banquet. 
The Holborn is one of the most famous restaurants 
in London. It is a bright, handsome, cheery place. 
It has an air both of elegance and comfort. At 
the hour of dinner, music fills its spacious halls. 
Flowers are seen on every side with tropical luxu- 
riance. In the Holborn you hav the “golden 
mean,” art and beauty without depressing pomp 


or the restraint of rigid upholstery. No wonder 


that reformers love to congregate here, for they can 
hav the good things of life, with brilliant surround- 
ings, in a free-and-easy fashion. I hate some hotels. 
It seems a sacrifice of radical principle to enter 
their stiff and stately corridors. But the Holborn 
has a broad and wholesome look, inviting to the 
iconoclast while he admires the beautiful. 

So we gather here, and it was one of the happiest 
occasions of my life. The friends are numerous 
and widely representativ of Freethought in Eng- 
land. George W. Foote presides over the festivities, 
with the Pilgrim on his right and the redoubtable 
Watts on hisleft. George Anderson, George Jacob 
Holyoake, Parris, Forder, Ward, Wheeler, Moss, 
Rowney, Mr. Gimson of Leicester, Mr. Gilhespie of 
Newcastle, Mr. Tripp of Brighton, O. A. Watts, Ed- 
ward Truelove, Mr. Heaford, and Victor Jackson 
are among those who brighten the circle. The 
ladies who grace the banquet are Mrs. Foote, Mrs. 
Watts, Miss Jessie Nowlan, Mrs. Charles A. Watts, 
Miss Vance, Miss Annie Brown, Mrs. Ward, Miss 
Robbins, Mrs. Heaford, and Mrs. Wheeler. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sumner are present and Mr. and Mrs. 
Moody of Aybridge. I cannot enumerate the whole 
because the names shine along Somewhere toward 
& hundred, good and true friends, who link Eng- 
land and America in glorious comradery. From 
time immemorial eating together has been the sym- 
bol of companionship, a very sensible, solid mate- 
rialistic, and humanitarian custom which will no 
doubt endure as long as man has a good appetite 
and a generous heart. We did full justice to the 
ancient and honorable regime, and the Holborn 
certainly did its part in the hospitable program 
with triumphant felicity, while we did the rest. 
However, we did not consume in silence. The play 
of fancy mingled with the satisfaction of the mate- 
rial frame. Then came the after-dinner speeches, 
upon whose sacred altar Mr. Foote offered himself 
as the first victim. No one could do it more grace- 
fully, or with more genial effect. He brought us 
at once into the glow of fellowship by his eloquence 
and humor. He did not clothe the occasion with 
melancholy. He looked upon the bright side of the 
farewell hour. * We are simply going to different 
fields of labor," he said, “and the same flag floats 
over us all" Then was drank the health of the 
representativ of American Freethought. _ This was 
responded to first of all by George Jacob Holyoake, 
who spoke good words for American Freethought, 
of Ingersoll and his coadjutors, whose work is fol- 
lowed with interest throughout Great Britain. Mr. 
Holyoake referred to the letters of the Pilgrim, 
which he declared displayed a luminous knowledge 
of the fields of labor through which he had passed. 
I was glad to find that I had hit the mark and was 
on the whole a correct observer, for I considered it 
of the first importance to giv a veritable picture of 
these British Isles. Mr. Holyoake was followed by 
Mr. Gimsom and Mr. Parris, whose words were in- 
deed pleasant for me to listen to, and then came 
Watts, who is always good, and on this occasion es- 
pecially so, for he spoke out of the experiences of 
many years and many places. We had been 
together both in England and America, side by side 
with Ingersoll, with Bennett, with Macdonald, in 
the New World, and now with Foote and all our 
brave allies in the Old. Mr. Watts touched the 
deepest chords of the occasion and voiced its 
noblest meaning, and made a fitting and inspiring 
close to the splendid words which had been spoken 
in sympathy with the kindred people of America. 
I made response with heartfelt utterance to these 
fraternal greetings, and in behalf of America spoke 
the message of progress and universal brotherhood. 
«We need these occasions” I said, “in order to 
rejoice in hope and courage. We cannot work 
alone. We must work together. Liberty, science, 
and humanity are the words that blaze on our ban- 
ners, and above is the noble motto of Paine, ‘The 
world is my country.’ " 

The speeches were followed by a recitation from 
Mrs. Charles Watts, whose humorous descriptions 
of mankind and elevation of woman were received 
with many plaudits. We were delighted that the 
«weaker sex” had such a brilliant representativ who 
was able to hold her own with such sparkling wit, 
and thus added to the eclat of the banquet. Then 
music filled the air,and merry songs made glad the 
heart. Mr. George Anderson afterwards gave one 
of the best speeches of the evening. Mr. Anderson 
seldom speaks; he does the work; but when he 
does speak it is to the point. He referred to the 
arduous labors of Mr. Foote; the many difficulties 
that beset him; the magnanimous spirit in which 
he had met them; the bold methods to which he 
had resorted, and the success he had attained. He 
‘spoke of the necessity of standing loyally by Mr. 
Foote, in order that there might be unity and con- 
centration in the Freethought ranks and victory for 
the cause. He proposed the health of President 
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Foote, which was drank with ringing applause. 


Mr. Foote eloquently answered, affirming that he 


did not claim to be infallible, but that he did the 
best he could, and would continue to do so. 


sole purpose was the advancement of the cause. 
these we must combine. 


push forward the lines to assured victory. 


We close with singing “Auld Lang Syne.” I can 
sing that song myself, and therefore it was & unani- 
mous melody. Everybody takes a hand in it, as 
I join hands with Anderson on the 
final stanza, and this stanza is given with a vim 
What 
visions of the past, what glories of the future, are 
in this beautiful song, whose music is heard the 
world over, beside a thousand camp-fires and hearth- 
stones; on mountain, plain, and sea; in cottage 
This 
is the last time I shall see many friends. We shake 
hands and say good-bye. We know not what is before 
It’s no use to 
We trust in our- 
There may be 


well as a note. 


that the bards of Scotland cannot surpass. 


and palace. After the song we still linger. 


us, but we hav & heart for any fate. 
repine or trust in providence. 
selvs and hope for good fortune. 
sundering oceans, but humanity bridges them all. 
The heart of man is mightier than time or space. 
SauvzL P. Purnam. 


Important— Which Way? 

In his great lecture, “ Which Way?” Colonel In- 
gersoll givs à commanding view of history and the 
two ways by which humanity has traveled—the 
“narrow way” and the “broad way,” the way of 
theology and the way of freedom and science. He 
giv8 a picture of human development which is won- 
derfully instructiv and kindles hope for the future. 
But the glory of to-day has been won only by toil, 
self-sacrifice, and martyrdom; and the glory of the 
future can be accomplished only in the same way. 
One of the most important points made by Inger- 
soll is concerning the two different methods of 
government, theological and secular—government 
by priests and government by the people. Grad- 
ually, amidst tremendous conflicts, the government 
by the people has triumphed. The theological 
government, however, is still strong, and the ques- 
tion in our Republic, “Which way?” is by no means 
decided. It is for the American people to choose, 
and choose they must. From present indications 
it looks asif the old-fashioned, cruel, barbarous, 
theological way would be adopted. The Liberals 
must meet this issue and effectually settle it. If 
they arouse themselvs they can choose the way of 
this Republic, the way of freedom, of science, and 
of humanity. “Which way?” is a far-reaching 
question, and the eloquence of Ingersoll is a trum- 
pet blast to those who realize the necessity of con- 
tinued eftort. 

The great Freethinkers’ Congress this month 
will emphasize the supreme question. It is impor- 
tant to sustain this Congress. We need the means 
for work and success. Do not fail to forward 
contributions. If each friend will do his share, all 
is well. In addition to the generous contributions 
reported last week I hav the pleasure of recording 
the following: 


R. G. Ingersoll. ............sssssesseceecsscttveccocecacarscueceees $25 00 
Hon. C. B. Waite......... eese nns D 00 
Daniel T. Ames.....................eeeee eere nea tenant non 5 00 
Ta GQ TROOG Mer 5 00 
D. Freidenrich.... .........c..ccsecessscsccnsecsnsccavccesacetouaes 2 00 
John Ti; WY. 4: 2ree siete reta eene t D nne sa pes Po teense eed UIT 2 00 
William Scudamore, ..........c0.cesseccsevesssssesecsvevesssoons 2 00 


Send all contributions directly to me, in care of 
Tur Trora Sexxer, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Samvet P. Pornam. 


A Vietory for Justice. 


Tue Trorn Szexer some weeks ago gave an 
extended account of the efforts made by a few Free- 
thinkers of Augusta, Illinois, to secure the equita- 
ble taxation of the parsonages of the Christian 
and Methodist Episcopal churches in that town, 
illegally exempted by the assessor and board of 
supervisors. The attorney-general and state audi- 
tor had decided that the buildings should be taxed 
under the law. What follows is the sequel to the 
story as told before: 

PETITION FROM AUGUSTA TOWNSHIP. 

To the Honorable Board of Supervisors of Hancock 
County: Your petitioners respeotiully show unto your 
honorable body, that they petitioned your honorable 
body at your last meeting to assess lot eight (8) in block 
two (2) in Abernethy's second addition to the village of 
Augusta in said county, and lot two (2) of the out-lots re- 
corded by Joseph Weinberg to said village of Augusta, 
reference being hereby had to said petition; that your 
honorable body neither granted nor refused the prayer 


He 
did not ask support for his individual opinions, but 
for the measures devised as chief of the party m 

n 
The response given to 
Mr. Foote shows that he has the entire confidence 
of the party; that the heart of Freethought Britain 
is with him, and with Mr. Watts, Mr. Anderson, 
and hundreds of unflinching supporters, he will 


sent them to the platform, and, emulating her ex- 
ample, other women divested themselvs of their 
diamonds and precious metal jewelry, and sent it 
to Dr. Simpson by the hatful. One man contrib- 
uted $1,000, accompanied with a note that he 
hadn’t a dollar left. Profiting by an appeal once 
successfully made by Frederick the Great, Miss 
Shepard said that she would meet those who 
wanted to “exchange gold for iron for Jesus’ sake," 
and during the recess which followed she was kept 
busy giving iron watches for gold watches and iron 
crosses for jewelry. In all, 36 gold repeaters were 
exchanged for iron watches and valuable jewels 
were surrendered for iron crosses. The latter and 
the iron watches bore the inscription, “Gold for 
iron for Jesus’ sake.” As the report reads, “one 
woman, with a patient face, and poorly dressed, 
came up and passed out a gold watch that was 
evidently of old-fashioned make, probably her one 
valuable bit of jewelry. She looked at it for the 
last time, shed tears she could not keep back, and 
then gave it to Miss Shepard, saying, ‘for the sake 
of Christ, I wish I could do more.’” When the 
gift-giving, which aggregated $75,000 in money and 
pledges, had ceased, Dr. Simpson said that, so far, 
men and women had given up only their earthly 
possessions, and he inquired, “ How many of you 
will giv your lives for Christ? How many of you 
are ready to be sent to the mission fieldsin Africa ?” 
One after another announced “I will go,” until 
forty had responded. 

Every reader must judge for himself whether all 
this was a manifestation of religious fervor or of 
emotional frenzy. There are no doubt people with 
an old-fashioned sense of propriety and honesty 
who will insist that the people who gave all their 
possessions in a moment of frenzy should hav their 
gifts returned to them. Such persons will say that 
sane people do not giv away the savings of their 
lives, the means of saving themselvs from depen- 
dence and pauperism, and leave themselvs naked 
and helpless to the world. They will say that no 
matter whether those Old Orchard donors were 
hypnotized, narcotized, terrorized, ecstacized, or 
fanaticized it is clear they were sufficiently demoral- 
ized to entitle them to protection from the conse- 
quences of a temporary frenzy. Indeed, if the re- 
vivalist is himself a man of honor, he will volun- 
tarily return those contributions and refuse to take 
anything from them until they shall hav returned 
to their normal condition. If he will not do it 
voluntarily the authorities at Old Orchard should 
compel him to do so. 

No one will question the right of sane and re- 
sponsible persons to contribute liberally to the 
Christianization of the heathen of Africa and the 
Orient, however some may doubt the wisdom of 
such efforts. But assuredly there are poverty and 
heathenism enough at home demanding the prayers, 
preachments, and philanthropies of the charitable 
and the good. If missionaries are needed anywhere 
in this wide and wicked world, they are needed at 
this very time in Tennessee, where certain good 
Christians hav decided that the religious doctrins 
held by the Seventh-Day Adventists are wrong, 
particularly that feature of their creed that recog- 
nizes the injunction of the Bible to rest on the 
seventh day. In spite of their predilections in the 
way of moonshine whisky and killing revenue 
officers and duelling and perpetuating bloody 
family feuds, the people of Tennessee are as pious 
and ready to fall into religious frenzies as the peo- 
ple of Old Orchard. A number of excellent Chris- 
tians hav been indicted and put in the chain gang 
to work on the publie roads for reserving the right 
to observe Saturday as their day of rest—the Sab- 
bath prescribed by the Bible. Divested of its legal 
flummery the sole charge upon which they hav been 
sentenced to ignominious labor as criminals is that 
their religious belief differs from that of their neigh- 
bors. So long as such outrages can be perpetrated 
in this country in the name of the Christian Sab- 
bath it is ridiculous to spend money and sacrifice 
lives in converting the Confucians of China and the 
Buddhists of India to Christianity. There could 
be no greater absurdity than sending missionaries 
to China while we hav a whole state full of heath- 
ens in our own land who persecute and torture 
their fellow beings for a quibbling and inconsequent 
difference in religious belief, to say nothing of the 
swarms of other heathen in the slums of New York, 
Boston, Chicago, and every other large city in this 
* Christian land."— Minneapolis Times. 


of said petition, but ordered that hereafter all ehurch 
property in the said county be listed for taxes except the 
buildings used strictly for public worship; that your pe- 
titioner, F. L. Chambers, presented this matter to Hon. 
M. T. Malony, attorney-general of this state, and received 
a letter from said attorney-general in reference thereto, a 
copy of which is hereto attached and made a part of this 
petition [Attorney-General Maloney's letter appeared in 
our former presentment of the case]; that the assessor of 
Augusta township upon being shown said letter promptly 
assessed said property and forwarded his assessment 
thereof to county clerk; that your petitioner has received 
8 letter from said county clerk, a copy of which is hereto 
attached, informing your petitioner, F. L. Chambers, that 
the matter will be referred to the state's attorney and 
your honorable body. 

Your petitioners further show unto your honorable 
body that they are residents and taxpayers of Augusta 
township and that they respeotfully petition your honor- 
able body to take direct and positiv action upon this mat- 
ter, and assess Said property according to law. 

Dated this 4th day of September, 1895. 

F. L. OHAMBERS, 
WILIAM QOLM, 
CanTHAGE, ILL., Aug. 24. 1895. 

F. L. CnawszEns, Esq., Augusta, lll, Dear Sir: The 
assessment of the M. E. and Ohristiin parsonages of 
Augusta received. M. E. parsonage valued at $300, 
Christian at $200. I hav not made the entry on the as- 
sessors’ books yet, but hav referred the matter to our 
state's attorney and will also call the attention of the board 
of supervisors to the same, at the September meeting. 

Yours truly, E. MoOLURE, 
Clerk Board of Supervisors. 

On motion of Mr. Bush, said petition. was re- 
ferred to the committee on equalization, and the 
clerk read the report of the committee on equali- 
zation on the assessment of certain church property 
in the village of Augusta, which is as follows: 

To the Hon. Chairman and Board of Supervisors: We, 
your committee on equalization to whom was referred the 
assessment of certain church parsonages in the village of 
Augusta, namely, lot 8 block 2 in Abernethy’s second 
addition to the villageof Augusta in said county and out- 
lot 2 of out-lots recorded by Joseph Wienberg to said 
village of Augusta, beg leave to report that after due 
consideration we recommend that the county clerk be au- 
thorized to extend taxes on said_property as returned by 
the local assessor. Geo. W. FRazer, Chairman. 

Mr. J. F. Crawford moved that the above be 
amended by the insertion of the word “not” before 
the word “authorized.” Motion lost. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the report be received 
and adopted. Motion lost. 

Mr. Crawford moved that the report of the com- 
mittee be laid on the table. Motion lost. 

Dear Smr: The assessment of the M. E. and Christian 
parsonages of Augusta has been placed on the collector’s 
book and the tax will be extended on the same. 

Yours respectfully, E. MoOrUnr, Clerk. 

This is a splendid victory, because the battle was 
one for the secular principle and was won by the 
wise and determined fighting of two or three men 
in the face of much opposition and against the 
strong force of local public sentiment. The exam- 
ple of our comrades Chambers and Golm should 
encourage Liberals everywhere to demand justice, 


Religious Fervor or Emotional Insanity ? 


It is a long time since there has been witnessed 
in this country such an extraordinary display of 
religious emotionalism (if, indeed, there was any 
religion in it) as that at the Old Orchard camp- 
meeting ground down in Maine last Sunday morn- 
ing. Such an outbreak of religious frenzy would 
not be surprising among the ignorant, superstitious, 
and excitable Negro population of the South, but 
that it should occur in a staid, intelligent, and con- 
servativ New England community almost justifies 
the inquiry, “ Is civilization played out?” 

It appears that a Christian Alliance revivalist, 
Rev. A. H. Simpson, has been conducting & series 
of revival meetings on the famous old camp ground. 
The attendance last Sunday was unusually large, 
and the appeals of the preacher in behalf of mission 
work were so impassioned and effectiv that, when 
contributions were called for, Simpson was literally 
overwhelmed with offerings. The audience was so 
inflamed bythe preacher’s zeal and earnestness that 
it became frenzied. A description of the remark. 
able scene says that the sermon was interrupted by 
the handing in of checks and money, and at its 
conclusion Rev. Mr. Holden, of Texas, went forward 
and laid upon the platform & deed of his entire 
property, consisting of land in California worth 
$10,000, and which, he said, ought to bring $7,500 
at a forced sale. Mrs. Holden joined in the gift, 
which swept away the couple's home and all they 
had saved, and, amid the excitement caused by the 
remarkable sacrifice, Dr. Simpson shouted, **Be- 
lieve and let go!” They did let go. Mrs. Mary D. 
Perkins, of Boston, pledged some property which 
she thought ought to bring $4,500; Mrs. S. M. 
Ely, of St. Louis, sent forward a note for $500, the 
proceeds of the sale of her diamonds, and tenders 
of various sums followed in quick succession, and 
in many instances simultaneously. Louise Shepard, 
the vocalist, tore her diamonds from her ears and 


The American Protectiv Association are endeav- 
oring to hav the Papal Ablegate banished by legis- 
lativ enactment. If the Yankees were true freemen 
and upholders of their independence, they would 
simply laugh at any man who, dressed up as a 
clown, pretended to be the agent of an almighty 
deity.— Secular 7 hougM. 
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Observations. 


A contributor to Lucifer, discussing the matter 
of dress, observes: “ We are slowly advancing, and 
it may be that Christian nations will in the remote 
future become as civilized as Japan.”. The Kansas 
people may be able to see further into the forward 
vista than those of the East, but to us here the 
thought of such a possibility would be regarded as 
an apocalyptic vision of extreme wildness.. The 
tendency is in the opposit direction. It is true 
that none of the political parties has taken up the 
matter, but the Republican plank dealing with the 
interests of morality is known to be a stab in the 
general direction. Meanwhile the cry of the pul- 
pit is, “Down with bloomers,” and the wearers of 
those articles of dress are strengthening their sus- 
penders in anticipation of a decisiv assault. It is 
well to be reasonably hopeful, but exaggerated 
enthusiasm may do more harm than good. 


Among the new stories that Chauncey M. Depew 
brings back from Europe is an account of his visit 
to the holy gulch in the foothills of the Pyrenees 
called the Grotto of the Virgin at Lourdes. He 
saw there, he says, a young woman who, acccording 
to the statement of the promoters who exhibited 
her, was lately afflicted with twenty-eight—or was 
it one hundred and twenty-eight? — “running 
sores” on her leg. Having importuned the Virgin 
and been dipped in the creck, a cure is alleged to 
hav resulted, and she was the star miracle of grace 
when Chauncey struck the camp. Of course he 
had to see her. She repeated her lines as she had 
been taught to do; the attendants parroted their 
parts, and then the limb was liberally displayed. 
The spectator testifies that he could detect discol- 
orations of the flesh, as though there might once 
hav been boils on it; but then, having said thus 
much in the interest of popular delusion, he adds: 
«*T did not see the girl before the cure.” That is 
the fatal defect of all miraculous cures. We do not 
know the patients before and after taking. If there 
is anything the matter with them they are not 
cured; and if they are cured, there is always a 
hopeless lack of evidence that anything ever was 
the matter with them. This broad general remark 
explains all the particular cases of healing by faith. 


A citizen of Italy, though in the enjoyment of 
connubial advantages, might be excused for saying 
he does not know whether he is really married or not. 
The Catholic church forbids its members to enter 
into matrimony through the civil gateway, and 
holds that all relations under state sanction are 
illicit. The state, in retaliation, denounces relig- 
ious marriage as “ concubinage.” Civil officers who 
perform the ceremony are anathematized by the 
pope, and if a bill now before Parliament is passed, 
all priests who celebrate marriages before the civil 
ceremony has taken place will be prosecuted by the 
government. In a scrap of this kind, between rival 
candidates for a position which is in all respects a 
sinecure, it cannot be easy for the people to decide 
offhand which ought to win, if either, or whether 
a compromise is the more desirable. It would, 
however, be plainly to the advantage of both priest 
and politician to make the fight a short one. For 
if those coupled by the church become convinced 
from experience that the sanction ot the state is 
superfluous; if those joined by the state arrive at 
the same conclusion as regards the offices of the 
church, and if then the church-coupled and state- 
joined compare notes and learn that neither hav 
lost anything through the absence of secular sanc- 
tion on the one hand and church sanction on the 
other, they are likely to discover between them that 
both altar and throne hav been getting an unearned 
increment which may as well be shut off. Then 
there would be the devil to pay, with no parson or 
squire to heat the pitch. : 


A medium named Batdorf, of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., it is learned, has been arrested for using the 
mails for alleged fraudulent purposes. I presume 
that Mr. Batdorf is one of those persons who pro- 
fess ability to cure disease by correspondence, or to 
foretell the future, to magnetize paper or slates or 
planchets, or to impart mediumistic powers—none 
of which things it is likely that he can do, though he 
may honestly think that he does them all. His 
prosecution raises the question whether it is legiti 
mate for the shrewd to profit by the credulity of 
the foolish. If it is not, it seems to me that a good 
many persons will hav to change their occupations. 
Under the universal application of such a rule—if 
all must demonstrate the value of their services be- 
fore receiving pay for them—how would our politi- 
cians liv? Even the gentlemen who framed and 
voted for the law to suppress spirit mediums might 
find themselvs open to an engagement. And then 
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how about the priests and ministers who, under the 
pretense of insuring you a joyful welcome in a dis- 
trict not reached by any postal system, accept an 
honorarium for prayers and blessings, for masses 
and sermons, for the exposition of alleged relics, 
and for other services of no appreciable value? They 
even profess to sanctify marriage unions which to 
all intents and purposes are bargains and sales of 
the person, and a fraudulent use of both males and 
females. These are permitted to conduct their 
bogus trade, I apprehend, on the principle that a 
fool and his money are soon parted, and there is 
no help for him. The mediumistic craft is com- 
parativly modern, and the law is designed to protect 
those who are not yet on to its curvatures and sin- 
uosities; but the church, on the other hand, is such 
an old stand-by fraud that even the farmers from 
Wayback, who don’t read the papers, hav no excuse 
for being taken in by it. I see no other reason 
than this for the discrimination between such medi- 
ums as are fraudulent and all ministers. 

The adherents of the doctrin of design, the be- 
lievers in the purposefulness of creation, hav not 
as yet been utterly routed and driven from their 
strongholds by the advocates of evolution. Among 
the evidence relied on by the evolutionists to con- 
fute their opponents, the so-called teleologists, is 
that of the rudimentary organs—those parts in hu- 
man bodies which really hav no function, and yet 
exist inform. They point to our useless muscles, 
such as those which in the lower animals are em- 
ployed in whisking the ears or twitching the skin, 
or to the little fold in the corner of the eye, which 
is all that remains of the nictitating membrane, or 
third eyelid, observable in other animals and in 
birds; and they ask the teleologists why we hav 
these if we were created perfect. The evolutionary 
theory is that such organs, inherited from our 
brute ancestors, are bound to disappear when they 
are no loviger of use, and that those mentioned are 
now on their way toward extinction. But an ac- 
ceptor of the design argument bares his manly 
bosom, and, calling our attention to the visible 
remnant of a mammary system, inquires why it 
continues to exist, unchanged since the Pliocene 
epoch, if useless organs always tend to disappear. 
And the evolutionist cannot say a word in reply ; for 
if this apparatus is not useful in the male organ- 
ism, beast or human, then, according to the evo- 
lutionary doctrin, it ought not at present to be 
there. 

Evidently neither the evolutionists nor the “ pur- 
posefulists ” hav looked at this thing at long range, 
casting a prophetic eye over the future develop- 
ments of the race and individuals. It is altogether 
too early yet for conclusions, but the rapid advance 
of the female sex, and a noticeable tendency toward 
effeminacy in the other—here the New Woman and 
there the Dude—ought to suggest something to the 
thoughtful. It is boldly argued by scientific per- 
sons—Mrs. E. D. Slenker, for example—that woman 
is really the superior sex; and of course, if that is 
80, it is only a question of time when she will as- 
sume the supremacy and man will be reduced to the 
subordinate position now occupied by her. Natu- 
rally, also, there will be an exchange of duties. 
The superior being is not likely to sit in the house 
while the other one attends to business in an infe- 
rior manner. And if this reversal of duties occurs, 
it follows as a matter of logic that the activ partner 
of the concern is not going to be hampered with 
the care of infants. Any man can see how it would 
cripple him if he had to nurse children while en- 
gaged in business pursuits, and if could not be 
otherwise with a woman. We see a great many 
strange things in this universe which a facetious 
creator has provided for our amusement, and it is 
quite conceivable that the authority with which he 
has dressed the male sex is only temporary. Per- 
adventure, then, the parts that in our ignorance we 
regard as without function are only dormant, that 
is, taking a rest. When we contemplate the extent 
to which woman has within tbe past few years 
usurped the places wherein man was thought to be 
secure, and when we consider the efficiency with 
which she now does the work that formerly only a 
man could do, we naturally cast about us for a cor- 
responding invasion of the domain of woman by the 
opposit sex. Somebody must fill the corset she 
leaves vacant; and the question is whether the cir. 
cumstances here discussed indicate with any cer- 
tainty who it will be or how well the necessities of 
the case will be met. Gynecomasty, which is 
necessary to a perfectly satisfactory performance of 
the office aforesaid, is not altogether unknown at 
present, and it may hav been common to Eocene 
man. A recrudescence of it is certainly among im- 
aginable events, and if it occurs the teleologist’s 
goose is cooked—he is downed for keeps; while the 
scientific doctrin of Adaptation, the causal and me- 
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chanical view of living nature, will be placed on a 
firm foundation. Geo. E. MaoroNaLp. 


Arehbishop Corrigan's Miraele-Joint. 


Colonel Ingersoll lectured in Columbia theater, 
Brooklyn, last Sunday evening to a large audience. 
His address was entitled « Which Way?” If the 
New York Press is to be believed, *he went out of 
his way to make personal attacks,” but when it is 
known that the passages complained of are embod- 
ied in the lecture as printed in pamphlet form, the 
statement of the Press loses some of its force. Here 
is what Colonel Ingersoll said that stirred up the 
faithful: 

“At the present time, in the city of New York, 
Catholic priests are exhibiting a piece of one of the 
bones of St. Anne, the supposed mother of the Vir- 
gin Mary. Some of these priests may be credulous 
imbecils, and some may be pious rogues. If they 
hav any real intelligence they must know that there 
is no possible way of proving that the piece of bone 
ever belonged to St. Anne. And if they hav any 
real intelligence they must know that even the 
bones of St. Anne were substantially like the bones 
of other persons, made of substantially the same 
material, and that the medical and miraculous qual- 
ities of all human bones must be substantially the 
game. And yet these priests are obtaining from 
their credulous dupes thousands and thousands of 
dollars for the privilege of seeing this bone and 
kissing the box that contains the ‘sacred relic.’ 

* Archbishop Corrigan knows that no one knows 
who the mother of the Virgin Mary was; that no 
one knows about any of the bones of this unknown 
mother; he knows that the whole thing is a theo- 
logical fraud ; knows that his priests, or priests un- 
der his jurisdiction, are obtaining money. under 
false pretenses. 

‘Cardinal Gibbons knows the same, but neither 
of these pious gentlemen has one word to say 
against the shameless crime. . 

“They are willing that priests, for the benefit of 
the church, should make merchandise of the hopes 
and fears of ignorant believers; willing that fraud, 
that produces revenue, should liv and thrive. 

“This is the honesty of the theologian. If either 
of these gentlemen should be taken sick, he would 
not touch the relic; he would send for a physician.” 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Newark Liberal League will resume its meetings 
the first Sunday in October (to-morrow), at 177 Halsey 
st., corner of Market. Adüresses by T. M. Fuller, for- 
merly an orthodox clergyman, as follows: At 3 o'clock 
P.M., The Universal Law of Prayer." At 8 o'clock, 
‘© Was the Human Race Ever Lost?" Mr. S. P. Putnam 
lectures before the Newark League Oct. 20th. 


James E. LARMER, JR., of 119 Poplar st., New Haven, 
Conn., is to make a lecturing tour across the continent, 
opening at Newark, N. J. Thence he goes through 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois, and westward to Oali- 
fornia. His subjects are ‘‘Facts about the Bible,” and 
‘<The Rise and Decline of Ohristianity." Mr. Larmer 
wil arent the Convention in New York, Oct: 25th, 26th, 
and 27th. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 
Oct. 13, 2:30 p.m, '*The Sanday Question.” Franklin 

Steiner. At 7:30, ‘‘Josus Obriss as a Guide for Hu- 
manity.” Franklin Steiner. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 Hast 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'elock. Program for October: 


Oct. 11—‘‘ Jesus : God, Man, and Myth.” E. J. Bowtell. 
Oct. 28—‘‘ My Theory of Soul Atoms.” C. S. Hartmann, 
Oct. 25--Union Meeting with A.S.U ., 5th av. and 19th st 


Tre Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o'clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Greeu st; Miss M. 
P. MeLeod, secretary. 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and a)l are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 a.m, 
to 10 r.m. ; dues, 15 cents per month. October lectures: 
Oct. 9—'* The Battle with the Pinkertons." Ex-Burgess 
MeLuckie, of Homestead. 

Oct. 16—'* The Historical Development of Anarchism.” 
John Most. : 

OM poseable vs. Human Parasites.” Max Stal- 
er, M.D. : 

Oct. 30—‘‘ Lincoln and Christ." Dr. Barr. 


Colonel IngersolPs Lecture Appoiutments. 


Oct. 5—8. Framingham, Mass., The Foundation of Faith 
Oct. 6 —Boston, Mass. .............. The Foundation of Faith 
Oct. 7— Manchester, N. H............... Whieh Way? 
Oot. 8—Portland, Me.............-. ees Which Way? 
Oct. 9— Gloucester, Mass. ......... eee Lincoln 
Oct, 10—Leominster, MaS8. .................. «esses Liberty 
Oct. 11— Brockton, Mass..........«. eren Shakspere 
Oct. 12—Pawtucket, R. I... Lincoln 
Oct. 18—Providenoe, R. I.......................... Which Way? 
Oot. 20—Ohieago, Ill.................... eene 
Oct. 21—AÀurora, 1ll.................. eene 
Oct. 22—J list, Ill.........1...... eere enne 
Oot. 23— Danville, Ill..................... «eee 
Oct. 24 —Bloomington, Ill.................-...-........... 
Oct. 25— Burlington, lowa........................ cese. 
Oot. 26—Keokuk, Iowa.............. ene 
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Jootters of Friends. 


The Proeessiou is Unbroken. 
Onerry VALLEY, Wasu., Sept. 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eniros: Inclosed please find $3 for 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and ‘ Pictorial Text- 
Book.” Gro. B. KITTLE. 


La, O., Sept. 16, 1895. 
Mx. Enron: I herewith inclose $5.50 
tor **Short History of the Bible,” ‘‘ Picto- 
rial Text-Book,” and Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year. ALFRED A. Onrrs. 


The Work Will Go On. 
Maroo, Fra., Sept. 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose renewal of my 
subscription for one year. I am much 
pleased with it. May you oontinue the 
good work you hav begun. Wishing you 
every success, Yours, eto., Wm. Brown. 


After Years of Waiting. 


Canastota, N. Y., Sept. 16, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: After over two years’ im- 
patience I am able to send for ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” and add 
one more year’s subscription to THE 
Tereora Seeker. My subscription is over- 
due, but I waited so as to send for the 
book and paper together. Yours for truth, 

Mss RosELLA L. STISSEB. 


Of Course He is Pleased. 

Norta Amuzrst, O., Sept. 9, 1895. 
Mx. Eprror: The ‘‘Freetbinker’s Pic- 
torial Text-Book " and the first number of 
Tur Tauvg SEEKER duly to hand, and 
many thanks. Iam more than delighted 
with the book—it should be in the hands 
of every Freethinker in the country. I 
am going to use my influence here in its 
behalf. Inolosed please find a small order. 

Yours truly, ALEXANDER C. KERB. 


A Tribute to D. M. Beuuett. 
ConTINENTAL, O., Sept. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1, for which 
please send me ‘‘ Christian Questions and 
Arguments Answered." I want them for 
distribution among some of my Christian 
friends. I consider it the most convinoing 
and conclusiv thing I hav yet seen in Lib- 
eral literature. The copy that I got of 
you a short time ago, among some other 
pamphlets, is going the rounds, but I want 
some more. A. JAOKSON. 


The Xutriusie Greater than the Exchange 
Value. 
Orry or Mexico, Sept. 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Tue Truta SEEKER came 
regularly to me while I was in Oaxaca, also 
** Popes" and ** Pictorial Text-Book,”’ all 
of which hav given me much satisfaction. 
If the price for the books were equal to 
their intrinsic value, I would still owe you 
a small fortune. 

Herewith I inclose $6.. Please do me the 
favor to square the old account, and send 
to my new address books named herein. 
If there should be any money left, please 
place it to the Wise Fund. 

Very sincerely, A. J. RIGBY. 


We Wish You Victory. 
ConsIOANA, Tex., Sept. 15, 1895. 

Mr, Enrrong: Please credit inclosure on 
my subscription account. I am behind 
time, I know, but having been besieged so 
long by a formidable enemy, poverty, I 
am compelled to struggle and learn better 
tactics to conquer hereafter. I am now in 
a good way to assault his fort aud make 
him pay the interest owed me for the last 
four years. I shall divide and send you 
soon a slice of the spoils in order not to 
feel as bad as I do when threatened with 
the discontinuance of your paper, without 
which I would get the blues. 

We are muzzled everywhere on Sunday 
now, except in France, where, if you hav 
money to spend, you are at liberty to do 
80. PAUL Oorrrey. 


For Defeuse aud Propagauda. 
CaPLINGER'Ss Minus, Mo., Sept. 13, 1895. 
. Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3—$1 
for the J. B. Wise Fund, $1 for the Fleck- 
ten schoo! case, and for the remaining dollar 


you may send me eight copies of ** Age of: 


Reason,” as I think I can use that number 
to good advantage in this benighted re- 
gion. The wind-pedlers hav been with us 
for the past two or three weeks, adding 
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fuel to the flamesof hell and branding In- 
fidelity as denying God, Bible, and every- 
thing that is just and good. Infidels know, 
and all the Christians I hav heard express 
themselvs believe, that what was said, or 
the greater portion, at least, was gross 
superstition and misleading, and as a re- 
sult some of them (Christians) hav ex- 
pressed a desire to investigate the subject 
for themselvs and ask me to get them & 
copy of our bible (the ** Age of Reason "). 
Yours for truth, W. A. WuINREY. 


We'll Greet You Agaiu in '96. 
WARREN, O., Sept. 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: I send you herewith my 
renewal for THe TRUTH Srexer. This 
will very possibly be my last remittance, 
as I am now in my eighty-fourth year, and 
the mile-stones of life must in the nature 
of things be nearly all passed. I cannot 
say, however, that life has not been worth 
living. I hav tried to liv not for myself 
I hav found the roses and thorns 
growing upon the same bush, and be it 
fate or be it what it may, I hav tried to do 
my duty as I saw it, regardless of conse- 
quences or destiny. 

We are never dead sure weare right un- 
less we believe those who are opposed to 
us all wrong. I stil believe more confi- 
dently than ever that our orthodox friends, 
the enemy, are all wrong. 

Wishing you success and prosperity, I 
remain, Yours,  THowas DOUGLASS. 


Additioual Faets about Jeremiah Hacker. 
Barre, Mass., Sept. 19, 1895. 

Mr. Eprroz: I was surprised that no 
mention was made in the mortuary notice 
of Mr. Hacker that he and his wife up to 
the time of her death—six years ago—for 
several years had received regularly each 
month $20 from that grand, good man, 
Photias Fisk, and after her death he was 
paid $10 a month until Mr, Fisk’s death 
in 1891. I am greatly surprised if Mr. 
Fisk did not leave an annuity of $120 to 
Mr. Hacker during his life. 

Another important omission - Mr. Hack- 
er, for forty years, was too hard of hearing 
to engage in common conversation. When 
I lectured in Portland, Maine, in 1858, he 
ealled to see me and waa so deaf I could 
converse with him only through some of 
his friends. I never knew he was restored 
to his hearing. I feel it due him and his 
friends that these facts should be noted in 
connection with his demise. ` 

Erra E. Greson. 


A Live Liberal in a Live City. 
MINNEAPOLIS, Sept. 17, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I read the denial from Mr. 
Haguewood of High Shoals, Ga., in THE 
Trorn Seexrr. Here is another denial 
that appeared in the Minneapolis Times, 
which I secured from the postmaster at 
Athens, Ga.: 

Readers of the Times will remember 
reading a short time ago a telegraph item 
from Athens. Ga., in which it was related 
that Wm. Haguewood, while profaning 
and declaring that there was neither God, 
heaven, nor hell, was struck dumb, and that 
great excitement prevailed throughout 
that community. E. R. Mohler, with 
Harrison & Smith, of thiscity, had enough 
interest in the matter to write a letter to 
the postmaster at Athens, Ga., and in re- 
ply received the following letter: ‘‘ Dear 
Sir: No truth in tbe sensational features 
of the matter. Mr. Haguewood is diseased 
and subject to attacks of partial paralysis, 
always losing his power of speech under 
excitement. He did not blaspheme. Re- 
spectfully, James Farrel, postmaster.” 
2 letter will be interesting to many peo- 
ple. 

I will follow up every such fake story 
that is sent to any of our papers here and 
hav the truth known. Of course the send- 
ers of such a tale hav an excuse, for Paul 
lied for the glory of God, and they hav to 
in order to keep his glery before the peo- 
ple. Minneapolis is a fine city full of busi- 
ness on Sunday, and has many Freethink- 
ers. You can see the streets undergoing 
repair, and even buildings being erected, 
on Sunday; you can buy anything you 
wish, and see all kinds of sport, and the 
city is in its bloom. Weare just through 
with a great carnival and fair week. Any 
Christian can hav an argument through 
our papers, and our city editor on the 
Times will help the Liberal out if he 
needs any help. 


Yours for truth, B. R. MOSLER, 


The Book Ageut iu a New Role. 
New York, N. Y., Sept. 28, 295. 

Mr. Eprron: I am afflicted with inter- 
mittent mental exercitations other than 
those pertaining strictly to bread and but- 
ter, and here is a set of them: 

Sunday, September 22d, I was visited by 
some friends. A portion of the entertain- 
ment consisted of a miniature Freethought 
campaign conducted by myself. It was 
precipitated by exhibiting ‘‘Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” A lady sat 
down by me and I proceeded as if canvass- 
ing to sell her acopy of the book. Others 
were listening, and finally the ‘*book 
agent's" flow of words was such that the 
lady arose, walked away, and refused to 
return, but, upon invitation by another 
party, the ‘‘agent ” continued, and soon 
the canvasser began to warm the ideas of 
the other party also. By this time the 
ladv had returned and began asserting as 
true various things only imagined by her- 
self. She is very confident the Lord 
watches over her and everybody else, and 
told the following as her reason for so be- 
lieving: One time she was sick and in 
much pain. A baby boy of hers “ knelt 
down by the side of the bed and made one 
of the sweetest little prayers ever heard.” 
Immediately her pain left aud she went to 
sleep. She knows the pain left because 
that little boy asked the Lord to drive it 
away. 

We sat down to dinner and neither dis- 
cussion nor excitement had subsided. Af- 
ter a few moments one of the party re- 
marked that she was hungry before sitting 
down at the table, but that the talking had 
taken away her appetite. Then said I, ‘‘To 
be consistent with the prayer story, the 
Lord must hav taken the appetite away,” 
but I explained it as follows: The words 
of the child and the thoughts relating to 
the child had distracted the attention of 
the mother from her pains, and being wea- 
ried, she dropped asleep. For, had the 
child prayed silently any length of time, 
unbeknown to the patient, there would 
hav been no cessation of pain from that 
cause. Just so the mind of the hungry 
lady was distracted from her appetite by 
the discussion, and she was temporarily un- 
conscious of the sensation of hunger. The 
one who believes in the prayer cure re- 
fused to admit that if the *‘ Lord" took 
away her pain, he also took away the 
hunger. However, the oases are exactly 
parallel, and if the Lord had auything to 
do with the bodily pain he likewise took 
pity on the stomach. 

Itold the lady that, with her belief, if 
she were out in Denver, Col, now, she 
would be camping out at night to get in 
line next morning and be favorably af- 
fected for any malady by touching the 
Messiah who is doing miracles among 
the ignorant and superstitious. She knew 
better than that, however; but let that 
Messiah be indorsed by one preacher, and 
she would undoubtedly believe in all that 
he is reported as doing. 

Through my influence, she had read a 
little in Paine's **Age of Reason," and 
said her opinions of Paine had beeu favor- 
ably changed. 

I conduct private campaigns with indi- 
viduals, often three hours at a time, and 
am surprised at the tenacity with which 
they hug a fraudulent idea. Ingersoll 
says he sometimes thinks there is nothing 
quite so powerful in this world as a lie. 
To some extent I believe in the doctrin of 
election. The elect are the ones who can 
be helped and think their way through 
and beyond the mists of mere guess-work 
to the solid basis of what we do know. If 
we do not know a thing, it is a fact that 
we do not know it. Asserting a guess or a 
lie to be true does not alter the status of 
the lie nor humiliate the truth, as truth, 
when revealed. 

After worshiping the cool breezes and 
natural scenery in the woods at Fordham, 
the party disbanded for the day without 
an added subscription for ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years." However, fair warning; 
truth and book agents are persistent. 

L. D. Orya. 
A Grave Misappreheusiou of Priuciples 
&ud Facts. 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Sept. 15, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I want every reader of 

Tae TRyra SEEKER to hunt up his copy 


of Sept. 7, 1895, and turn to the de. 
partment of ‘‘Letters of Friends" and 
read an editorial comment on my letter 
published therein, and note what you say 
in reply to my reference to ‘‘ alliance” of 
church and state. I want every reader to 
note the line in italic letters, to wit: ‘‘ Evy- 
ery day growing closer.” This phrase 
follows the statement: ‘‘It is the truth 
that there is an alliance," and comes be- 
tween that statement and what followa: 
** Between the Christian church and Uncle . 
Sam." So there is no mistaking the edi- 
torial comment to mean that there is an 
alliance between the Christian church and 
the state, and that it is ‘‘ growing closer” 
each day. ` 


Now, I desire to submit to you, Mr. 
Editor, and to all the readers of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, the proposition that if this state- 
ment is true, there is certainly not much 
hopefor the Liberal thinkers of this govern- 
ment. The outlook for our government 
ever being controled by Liberal thought is 
certainly very discouraging. The phrase: 
‘“ Every day growing closer,” means pro- 
gression—going forward. It means, of a 
certain condition now existing, that such 
eondition is becoming stronger, more 
powerful, and more fully each day meet- 
ing the wishes and desires of those advo- 
eating and responsible for such condition; 
which means that all the work that has 
been done and is being done along the 
lines of Freethought amounts to nothing; 
that the labors of Freethought journals, 
lecturers, and teachers count for naught. 
It means that Taz TRUTH SEEKER, which 
has labored so long and earnestly in the 
field of Freethought, had better *' shut up 
shop," as its labors don't count; the alli- 
ance between church is ‘‘ every day grow- 
ing eloser." The labors, the works, the 
teaching of Thomas Paine, hav been in 
vain. The scientific writers, Voltaire, 
Haeckel, Bacon, Kenan, Draper, Comte, 
Darwin, and Huxley hav wasted their life’s 
energies; although they are extensivly 
read by thousands of people of this re- 
public, the alliance between church and 
state goes right on ‘‘every day growing 
closer.” The splendid work of our most 
eloquent exponent of Freethought, Col. 
R. G. Ingersoll, is **love's labor lost." It 
cannot count, if the alliance is ‘‘ growing 
stronger ” every day. 


Now, friend Macdonald, I had made up 
my mind that any man who possessed the 
courage of his convictions sufficient to 
labor along year after year, in the face of 
vast opposition, and publish a Freethought 
journal, as you hav been doing for several 
years, must certainly be a philosopher. 
And you may be, and the above statement 
may be credited toa ‘‘slip of the pen." 
We surely cannot credit such statement as 
the one herein referred to, to the sober, 
deliberate judgment of a philosopher. 
Such statement, adhered to, means that 
the author of it does not believe in the 
eternal law of progress and development; 
that the author does not believe in the 
eternal, inexorable law of mental evolu- 
tion; that the author does not believe in 
the influence, work, and effect of ali the 
labors of the Freethinkers of this republic. 
Compare conditions of government to-day 
with the conditions of government under 
our laws & century ago. Compare, then 
say the church is still ‘‘ growing closer 
every day” in alliance with the state? 
Facts, absolute facts, show that the state is 
rapidly getting out of the clutches of the 
church. Compare the conditions, and you 
will plainly see that the church doesn't hav 
the influence to-day that it once had in the 
formativ processes of legislation. The true 
philosopher must admit that all honest hu- 
man effort counts for something. There 
is a vast amount of human effort expended 
for Freethought in these modern times. 
The ‘‘rank and file" of our citizenship 
are receiving education on the subject, 
and in turn they are also aiding in 
spreading the gospel of Freethought, 
honor, and truth. Does not all this count 
for something? If it does, then the alli- 
ance between church and state cannot be 
‘*growing closer every day,” for it is a 
counteractiv force, to destroy the force 
of efforts made by creed believers to 
bring the church and state closer together. 
Our republic is a very creditable concern, 
for its age and. the chance it has had. 
And it is getting better. Its alliance with ` 
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the church is growing wider and weaker 
** everv day " instead of closer. 
Very truly, H. Cray WirsON. 


(We are certainly much more surprised 
by Mr. Wilson's letter than he possibly 
could hav been by our comment on his for- 
mer one. Why, will be seen by what 
follows. First, as to general propositions : 
The phrases, ‘‘ eternal law of progress and 
development" and **the eternal, inex- 
orable law of mental evolution,” are all 
very well as slogans, but, like most other 
slogans, they need to be interpreted by 
scientific observation and common sense. 
Evolution is simply change, and it may be 
retrogression as well as progression, from 
the human view-point, which is the only 
one we hav, Evolution necessarily includes 
involution. Decay is the complement of 
growth. All organisms, from the simplest 
to the most complex, from the tiniest to 
the largest, hav their periods of growth, 
of maturity, and of decay, and then comes 
death, that is, dissolution. Asto the **in- 
exorable law of mental evolution” in the 
ease of individual man, let the senility of 
old age furnish the comment. As to the 
** eternal law of progess and development” 
in the evolution of worlds and systems of 
worlds, read the testimony of the astron- 
omers. 

But even if it were admitted, to save 
time in argument, that the general direc- 
tion of cosmical change is forward, that 
the latest sun or planet launched in space 
is an advance upon its predecessor; even 
if it were admitted, for the same: reason, 
that the leading races and nations of to- 
day are in advance of the leading races 
and nations of the past, that our civiliza- 
tion is, on the whole, better than that of 
any previous period—even if all this were 
admitted, the question at issue is not af- 
fected, for we cannot blink the fact that 
races and nations, like the individuals com- 
posing them, rise to power, flourish for a 
time, sink into decrepitude. and are ulti- 
mately extinguished. Where is the 
Egyptian civilization? Where is the old 
Greece and the old Rome? What is Spain 
now measured by what she was? And 
yet their H. Clay Wilsons, in those nations’ 
days of plenitude of power and glory, 
could hav answered those who pointed 
out the dangers of the time in the same 
words that our H. Olav Wilson answers 
Tan TrotH SEEKER. Progress may be 
eternal, measured by eternity, but it is 
not when measured by time. If it is, why 
is the China of to-day the China of thou- 
sands of years ago? Even if it were true 
that a nation once great will be great at 
the end of time, which of course no sane 
person can seriously contend, it would not 
follow that it will be great in all the inter- 
mediate centuries and eons. There are 
eddies and by-currents and floods and low 
tides in the current of history, and it is 
only by ignoring these and the funda- 
mental fact that evolution includes invo-: 
lution that Mr. Wilson is enabled to place 
his trust in the abstractions he mentions 
with so much positivness. 

Granting, again, to save time, that the 
tendency of evolution in human society is 
continually and steadily onward, it is still 
to be remembered that that progress is the 
result, largely, of human intelligence and 
prevision, and not the fruit of the opera- 
tion of blind “law” independent of the 
exertions of men. The recognition of 
this fact is all-important in reform work. 
Evils are to be eliminated, not by sitting 
down and waiting for ‘‘ evolution” and 
the ** eternal law of progression," but by 
applying our knowledge to the removal of 
the predisposing conditions. As Herbert 
Spencer says: 

It would be absurd to expect that inor- 
ganic evolution would continue if mole- 
cules ceased to attract or combine, and it 
would be absurd to suppose that organic 
evolution would continue if the instincts 
aud appetites of individuals of each species 
were wholly or even partially suspended. 
No less absurd is it to expect that social 
evolution will go on apart from the nor- 
mal activities, bodily and mental, of the 
component individuals—apart from their 
desires and sentiments, and those actions 
which they prompt. 

Our conviction that the union of church 
and state is each day growing closer on 
the Western continent by no means im- 
plies that the work of Paine, and the scien- 
tific teachers, and Ingersoll and Tux 
Taur SEEKER, and all the other Free- 


danger and to affirm that at this time the 
church is regaining through politics some- 


bate, is to say that all the labors of the 
Freethinkers of the past and present hav 
gone for naught, how will he desl with the 
fact that in Belgium, where the Freethink- 


Catholicism is now dominant there in the 


thought workers, ‘‘amounts to nothing.” 
Such a cunclusion would be nothing less 
than absurd. Much good seed has been 
sown, but not enough; much. of it has 
sprouted and is growing, but not enough. 
On the other hand, the Christian sowers 
hav not been idle; where we hav sown 
much they hav sown more. They hada 
long established organization with millions 
of adherents to begin with; we had no or- 
ganization and but a few scattered soldiers 
of liberty. We hay recruited from their 
activ corps and from the great indifferent 
reserve. They are learning better each 
day how to transform those indifferents 
into activ fighters. This explains why the 
church and state are each year growing 
closer together. The very fact upon which 
uncritical Liberals build the airy fabric 
of their hopes—the decay of the old doc- 
trinal creeds—is the source of our present 
danger. By ceasing to insist on belief in 
the devil and in hell the churches, but 
more especially their political auxiliary so- 
cieties, are gathering their millions of re- 
cruits. A certain proportion of these re- 
cruits are voters and they are the menace 
of the politician; he is afraid of them, and 
through that fear he givs them the re- 
pressiv laws they want. What men will 
do at the polls for so-called ‘‘ moral” re- 
forms—chief of which is Sabbath observ- 
ance—is becoming more and more the test 
of admission to the church, rather than 
what they believe about abstract theolog- 
ical dogmas. The Young People’s Society 
of Christian Endeavor has millions of 
members, a large proportion of them the 
sons and daughters of parents who are not 
church members, some of them the chil- 
dren of Freethinkers. They stand solidly 
for the church in legislation. The same 
is true of many other lay organizations, 
Some comoosed of young people, some of 
adults. To ignore these facts would be 
fatal to safety. The church is beaten in 
the field of science and criticism, but 
this by no means implies that she has re- 
linquished her desire and intention to rule 
mankind or that all danger from that 
source is over in this country. On the 
contrary, a great and desperate struggle 
is right before us, yea, we are in the be- 
ginning of it now. It is no time for blow- 
ing rose-perfumed soap-bubbles. 

If Mr. Wilson thinks that to recognize 


other way. We hope for 4 turn in the cur- 
rent and are doing all we cau to produce 
it, but we cannot shut our eyes to the plain 
fact that we are now on the defensiv. 
Church property is still exempt from tax- 
ation, and during recent years the prop- 
erty of such bodies as the Young Men’s 
Christian Association has been frequently 
exempted bv special acts or general legisla- 
tion. The Bible has been put out of some 
schools, but. has gone into others, and at 
best the fight here isa drawn one.  Jeffer- 
son refused to appoint a day of prayer, but 
no president since has declined to do so, 
and the governors all defer to the chureh 
in this particular. Chaplains are in all 
publie institutions, and even political con- 
ventions are opened with prayers, while 
some parties incorporate recognitions of 
Christian aud Theistic dogmas in their 
platforms, We hav heard during the past 
year of several courts of justice where the 
sessions are opened with prayer, including 
at least one of the Maine courts. The 
latest report of this kind to reach us is 
from Scottsboro, Ala., where Circuit Judge 
Bilbro has adopted the practice of opening 
his court every morning with a short lesson 
read from the Bible, and prayer. The 
Scottsboro Age says that it is an innova- 
tion in that part of the country, but it re- 
gards it as “a beautiful and important 
practice,” and hopes it will very soon be 
adopted in every county in the state. We 
should think that this was bringing the 
church right into the holy of holies of the 
state, but lest Mr. Wilson should dissent 
we will say no more. 

Would-be citizens hav been denied nat- 
uralization because they did not believe in 
the Christian fetich-book. Here is a dis- 
patch appearing in the New York World 
of September 21st, this year: 


Johu Zing, eightv yeara old, of Union 
Hill, went to the Court-House in Jersey 
City yesterday to be made a citizen. Oon- 
stable Wise brought him. before Judge 
Hoffman. . 

After asking *he necessary questions 
the anart told. Zing to put his hand on 
the Bible in order to ssar allegiance to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Zing refused to touch the book and 
Judge Hoffman promptly declined to make 
him a citizen. 

But the church is making her most de- 
termined attacks on the liberty of the press 
and the freedom of the citizen on her Sab- 
bath. As all our readers now know, Tug 
Trora SEEKER has just been denied seo- 
ond-elass mail privileges in Canada. For 
years there has been a persistent and 
strongly-supported attempt to get through 
Congress a bill that would put the same 
arbitrary power of exclusion into the 
hands of our postmaster-general that the 
Canadian Post-office act givs the post- 
master-general of that country. Existing 
postal legislation in this country, secured 
by the devoted henchmen of the church, 
has already grievously oppressed such 
earnest Freethought workers as D. M. 
Bennett and Dr. Foote. In New York, in 
Detroit, in Richmond, and hundreds of 
other places, the old Sabbath laws hav 
been rigorously enforced during the past 
year; in hundreds of Other places more 
stringent ordinances hav been adopted or 
laws enacted where there had never before 
been legal recognition of the Sabbath— 
this is particularly true in California; four 
states, California, Illinois, Missouri, and 
New York, hav elosed barber-shops on 
Sunday, while Massachusetts has passed a 
law against Sunday amusements which 
fines even the spectators aud excepts noth- 
ing but ‘‘sacred concerts” or other enter- 
tainments under religious suspices. The 
quoted and italicized words are all the 
comments that that law needs. Toronto 
was once very much like other cities where 
the Puritans had not taken control of 
things. but some years ago a crusade was 
started, directly uuder religious impulse 
and guidance, and it was not long before 
it became the typical blue-law city of the 
continent, where not even the parks were 
open and the street cars could not run. 
We stop here because there is not the space 
to spare for the continuation of this enu- 
meration of the evidences that the union 
of church and state in this country is every 
year growing closer and closer. Our files 
contain much of this evidence, but only a 
part of what was available. One more ex. 
tremely significant fact should be men- 
tioned, one that is no doubt well known to 


thing of what she lost in the arena of de- 


ers are splendidly organized and wide- 
awake, the Catholic church, by means of 
the new plural ballot law, is in the saddle 
and will not stop until she has made relig- 
ious instruction a part of the curriculum 
of the public schools? Does the fact that 


halls of legislation prove that the scientific 
men and Freethinkers of Belgium and of 
the world hav taught and suffered in vain? 
It now seems probable that Mexico is to 
accept a papal delegate officially credited 
to her government, and it is certain that 
the church is in a much better situation 
there than she was twenty years ago. Did, 
then, Juarez and his compatriots spend 
treasure and blood and life for nothing? 
Hav the Freethinkers of Canada been 
wasting their energies because Tos TRUTH 
SEEKER is now shut out of the mails of 
that country by a narrow-minded official 
acting under 8 despotic law? In a word, 
does the success of the church, here or 
elsewhere, through the plural ballots of 
priests or the votes of the ignorant and 
superstitious masses, constitute & valid de- 
nial of the benefits of the campaign of ed- 
ueation we hav so long been conducting? 
Who supposed that we had educated the 
bulk of the people into acceptance of the 
principles of Freethought and Secularism 
or that the church could not frighten law- 
makers into her service if she chose to 
transfer the fight against mental liberty 
from the pulpit to the ballot-box? Well, 
she has chosen £o to do. 

The union between church and state is 
every day growing closer and closer. The 
aggregate evidence of the facts is against 
Mr. Wilson. There hav been, of course, 
little gains for us here and there in the po- 
litical field, but they are no more than 
eddies in the strong current setting the 


Lawyer Wilson, and that is that during 


the past few years several state supreme 
courts hav passed upon the validity of 
Sabbath laws, and they hav, without ex- 
ception, to the best of our knowledge, sus- 
tained such laws. If Mr. Wilson knows of 
a ease to the contrary he will confer & 
favor by citiug it in these columns. Hav- 
ing the legislators in a panic over the fear 
of antagonizing the millions of suxiliary 


Christians and the regulars, and also hav- 
ing the courts uniformly with them, is 


there any wonder that the more aggressiv 
threaten to suppress Tae Trura SEEKER 
by enforcing the old or securing the en- 
actment of new ''blasphemy" laws?—Ep. 
T. S.] 


NEW BOOKS 


ROBT C, INGERSOLL 


The Field -Ingersoll Discus- 
sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts ; cloth, 50 ots. 

When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. “He wrote a long, letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 


This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 

This lecture is & consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Ool- 
onel Ingersoll’s orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. : 


The Truth Seekor, 
298 LAFAYETIE PLACE. New York- 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES. 


A new edition of that splendid prose Roem 
“Life,” by ''the. prince of orators,” Col. G 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition. and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, '* one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, a8 far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness. but of artistio 
workmanship. Itis printed ou heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 


‘price only 75 cents, post-paid. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
Thatis known as the Children's Honr." 


A Chestnut in a New Burr. 


A roaming Sot, once on a day, 
Stood bv Niagara’s tide, 

And watched the surges leap and play, 
'The boiling rapids glide. 


To him advanced, with pompous mien, 
A pert and vauntful wight; 

Said; " Sir, Pm sure you've never seen 
In Scotland such a sight." 


Now him the Scot disdainful eyed— 
“ Hoots! yes. and muckle mair; 

E'n but twa miles from whaur I bide 
There’s something far more rare.” 


“And. what may that be, sir, I beg!” 
In somewhat of surprise. 
“ A peacock wi’ a timmer” leg!” 
Our pawky Scot replies, 
—Scottish American. 
* Wooden. 


——ÁÀ 


Don't. 


“Tm tired of 'don'ts' said Margaret B, 

“Just as tired of ‘don’ts’ as I can be, 

For its ‘don’t’ do this, and don’t’ do that, 

‘Don’t’ worry the dog. ‘don’t’ scare the cat, 

‘Don’t’ be untidy, and ‘don’t’ be vain, 

‘Don’t’ interrupt, ‘don’t’ doit again, 

‘Don’t’ bite your nails, ‘don’t’ gobble your food, 

‘Don’t’ speak so loud, it’s dreadfully rude, 

‘Don’t? mumble your words, ‘don’t’ say ‘I won't, 

Oh! ali day long it's nothing but don’t’! 

Some time or other I hope—don’t’ you? 

Some one or other will say, ‘Please do’!” 
—Harper’s Round Table. 


Some Popular Errors About Snakes. 


Eprror Cxmpren’s Corner: Having 
some knowledge concerning snakes that I 
hav never seen in print, I hav concluded 
to make use of this rainy day to enlighten 
the readers of the Children’s Corner, ‘or, 
at least, let them know what that knowl- 
edge is, 

Our horror of snakes is inherited from 
our prehistorie ancestors, who, doubtless, 
had more trouble with them than any of 
their descendants. 

Snakes must hav been,primitiv man's 
most formidable and destructiv foe, The 
large ones laid in wait to swallow him, and 
the small ones bit and poisoned him when 
hiding from beasts of prey and the car- 
nivorous monsters of the period. Hence 
our horror. Originally, in the United 
States, the rattlesnake was the most poi- 
sonous and more numerous than any other 
kind. In the thinly and unsettled parts 
this is still the case. But the rattler dis- 
appears before the white man, and the 
white man is not sorry. The king, and 
large chicken snakes, are said to be his 
untiring and destructiv foes, but, some 
how, when the white man does not help 
to exterminate him, the rattler is the most 
numerous, but after the settlers come the 
chicken snake is ten times as numerous as 
the rattler. Consequently 1 suspect that 
the stories about king and chicken snakes 
being the rattlesnake’s deadly and victori- 
ous foes are the offspring of wishes rather 
than of facts. I will confine myself. to 
what I hav seen rather than to what I hav 
heard. 

The most common error stated in books, 
newspapers, magazines, and by people in- 
numerable, who ought to know better, is 
that rattlesnakes, prairie dogs, and screech 
owls liv happily and peacefully together in 
one hole or dwelling. Nothing is further 
from the truth. They all livin holes in 
one ‘‘dog town,” but I know, for a cer- 
tainty, that prairie dogs don’t knowingly 
“ visit with" a ‘‘rattler.” The rattler, it 
is true, likes to be sociable, and hav the 
dogs ‘‘call around and stay to dinner," 
but if any dog calls, he is never permitted 
**to go back to his folks;' the rattler 
‘loves him so well that he could just eat 
him," which he literally and emphatically 
does at every opportunity. 

Another error is that snakes charm or 
mesmerize their prey. I hav seen this 
stated in books big enough to tell the 
truth, but it is not so, just the same. 

The facts are, poisonous snakes are less 
agil than non-poisonous. The rattler is 
comparativly clumsy, and with the excep- 
tion that he can strike one-third of his 


length with great swiftness, is otherwise 
slow compared to garter snakes, king 
snakes, and chicken snakes, cats, mice, 
rats, rabbits, etc. So he lies in wait and 
strikes his prey with his fangs, which ren- 
ders his victim so crazy with paralyzing 
pains that it does not know what to do; 
meanwhile the rattler, with head erect 
and hideous, greedy-looking countenance, 
moves arcund excitedly until his agonized 
victim comes again in striking distance, 
when it is either seized or struck the sec- 
ond time, and that is all there is to the 
charming or mesmerizing theory. 

Once, on the Staked Plains in Texas, I 
saw a rattle-snake glide up to an occupied 
prairie-dog hole. No dogs appeared for a 
Jong time, but in about thirty minutes a 
half-grown dog's head appeared at the top 
or rim of the hole. Instantly the snake 
struck at him, and the dog disappeared 
down the hole. I thought the snake had 
missed him, but in half a minute the dog 
emerged sgain; meanwhile the snake had 
been excitedly moving around the hole, 
and was not able to hitthe dog as it rushed 
out. The dog, who was sbout the size of 
a house rat, rau around apparently in 
fearful agony, until it again came near the 
excited snake, which struck it the second 
time with his fangs aud knocked it over. 
Strange to say, the snake did not seize it, 
but took a station near the dog hole, until 
the little fellow fell helpless; then the 
snake seized it. I could not watch the 
snake any longer, although much I wished 
to, as my horses had started with the 
wagon, and I had along, hard run to catch 
them. I hav often wondered why the 
snake did not seize the dog when he bit it 
the second time. It must hav been that 
the snake knew the dog had teeth which, 
in its fright aud agony, it would be apt to 
use if held fast. Mr. S. S. Bowman, near 
Childress, Tex., a very intelligent man, 
had the game views I had about rattle- 
snakes, prairie dogs, and screech owls, and 
called my attention to the fact that prairie 
dogs frequently bury a rattle snake in one 
of their holes. They doubtless shut him 
off from getting down te their living 
rooms by closing the hole below him with 
packed dirt, a thing they can do nicely, 
and then close the top on him, which ac- 
counts for holes that look as if they had 
caved in or been spaded till the hole was 
closed. So we can see that even a 
“rattler,” with the best location for his 
business in a prairie dog town, will some- 
times make a ‘‘ failure in life.” H.G. 

[ro BE CONTINUED. | 
eA a eno 
Correspondence. 
Os Board U., S. MONITOR ÁMPHITRITE, 
U, S. Navy YARD, NORFOLE, VA., 
Bept. 24, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wixos: I know you will 
surmise, a8 well as some of the readers, 
what is the matter with me, and probably 
you will think that I hav eloped to parts 
unknown; but such is not the case. I had 
intended to write to the Corner ere this, 
but I just kept putting it off until now, 
but I guess you will pardon me for being 
so neglectful, as I shall try to be more 
prompt in the future. We hav not been 
much molested this summer with our 
cousins, the masketos, but when we were 
cruising around the Southern waters this 
summer we were nearly distracted with 
ihe sand-flies, which, instead of stinging 
like a musketo, take a piece of flesh in the 
bargain. Well, whatdo you think they did? 
One hot and sultry night, while we were at 
anchor in the harbor of Brunswick, Ga.. 
they came in a whole drove and carried 
off the quarter-deck awning, and the next 
night returned with cazvas overalls, which 
they made out of the awning. 

Iwas home on a furlough the first of 
the month, and enjoyed myself immensely. 
I will hav to remain in the service for four 
years yet, as I am now only seventeen. I 
will be glad to hear from any of the 
readers, 

With best wishes I remain as ever your 
devoted friend, Cuas. W. PowER. 

[We did not know we had a sailor boy 
belonging to the Corner. We see he has 
learned how to spin yarns sailor fashion. 
Tell us a story of the sea, Charles.— 
Ep. C. O.] 


Suerman, Mios., Sept. 10, 1895. 

My Dear Miss Wrzos: Probably you 
hav entirely forgotten me, but I hope you 
will grant me a little space in your Corner 
once more; sand perhaps when you see 
my name will remember having received 
letters from me before. 

It has been about two years since I 
wrote you last, and I hav changed my oc- 


cupation slightly since then, in so much 
that now I’m teaching instead of attending 
school, I hav taught four months in a 
district two-and-a-half miles from home. I 
board at home, and walk to and from my 
school. Don’t you think I ought to be 
healthy? Well, I am; havn’t been real 
sick since I begau teaching. 

Iam celebrating a short vacation at pres- 
ent. Not in the prescribed manner of go- 
ing to a resort, however. No. I am 
flourishing the dish-oloth, sewing carpet 
rags, daubing paint, driving horses, cook- 
ing, reading, etc. If you liv on a farm 
you can readily understand what ‘‘ etc.” 
mesus. For amusement I attend church, 
dances, prayer-meetings, aud baptisms. 

Next Monday I expect to begin another 
four-months' term in the same district. A 
minister who livs next door to us loaned 
me a book a week ago, telling me to be 
sure to read it. It is ' A City Without a 
Church,” by Henry Drummond. I hav 
read about twenty pages, and find some 
new ideas, but cannot say I am in love 
with the book. 

Quite a revival of religion has struck 
this community, and I fear it has injured 
some quite badly. Two of my brightest 
pupils hav been ‘‘carried away,” as it 
were, by the prayer-meetings which hav 
been a result of the revival Several at- 
tempts hav been been made to ‘‘ save” my 
Soul, but they hav been unsuccessful, and 
I hav beeu giveu up as a bad sinner. 

Now I know you hav enough of my chat- 
ter, so with a few inquiries I will close. 
What has become of Inez E. Plumb? 
Friend, if you stili live, answer my last 
letter. i 

I would like another correspondent— 
someone who is a great talker like myself, 
but who I hope can say more in fewer 
words. Hoping I hav not wearied you, 
Miss Wixon, I remain, yours for freedom 
of thought aud speech, 

AURA SovurHwioxk. 


P.S.—Miss Wixon, I enjoyed ever so 
much your answer to that most worthy 
Jady who thought it her duty to point out 
the straight and narrow path to you. It 
was splendid and right to the Pone 


[Very glad to hear from you again, and 
to know that you are engaged in valuable 
and interesting work. Teaching school is 
one of the most honorable employments, 
and to know how to do other kinds of work 
is a great advantage. Revivals are a mild 
form of insanity that wears off after 
awhile, sometimes, however, bearing bad 
results. Sorry one has struck your town, 
—E». C. C.) 


SUSAN H. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance 


12mo, 300 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1 25. 


The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 


A.short story that will interest children and 
Parents. 


By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its i 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayette PL, New York 


Price, 5 cents. 


Don’t Worry Yourself 


and don’t worry the baby; avoid both unpleasant 
conditions by giving the child pure, digestible 
food. Don’t use solid preparations. Infant 
Heaith is a valuable pamphlet for mothers. Send 
your address to the New York Oondensed Milk 
Oompany, New York. 


Correspondence Wanted 


With Liberal and Yreethinking women between 
the age of 20 to 30. Had gome experience in book- 
address 


eopiug. M. C. B., 
9t40 oare Truth Seeker Office. 


Correspondents Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the ages of 20 and 40 years. Address L. O. I., care 
Truth Seeker office. 1087 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to repair 
closely regulate and revurn watches 9d or 8d 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butchered instaed of restored Many 
are now making money but mau + wore can make 
money easy by Sending me the work of their 
friends and neighbor: Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, eto. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
veni” Spo-n, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


That Plate — 


means 


Columbia 


THE BEST 
BICYCLE 


On the steering- 
head of every Col- : 

umbia bicycle of this year's make 
that name-plate appears It is 
unique, handsome, and indicates 
much— satisfaction and highest en- 
joyment to the rider, 

o other bicycle has ever equal- 
led a Columbia. No other bicycle 
ever shall equal a Columbia. The 
greatest bicycle factory in the 
world says so. 


New Price $4 00 


HARTFORDS, next best, $80 $60. 
$50 for boys’ and girls’ sizes. 


POPE MFG. Co. 
Hartford, Conn. 

BOSTON, CHICAGO, 

NEW YORK, BAN FRANCISCO, 

PROVIDENCE, BUFFALO. 


An Art Catalogue of these famous 
wheels at any Columbia Agency, or will 
be mailed for two s-cent stamps. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“Intercourse Between the Soul and Body,” 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 


Interestiog baoks by same author: 
ic Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp.,...... .7b5 
Divine Love and Wisdom,” 248 pp. "mi 


“ Divine Providence," 808 pp.,....... 
“Conjugal Love,” 472 pp. ............ 
“True Christiau Religion,” 982 pp. 


s e enes sere 1680 
Apocalypse Explained,” Vols. 1, 2, 3,4 each, $1 
Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the American 


Swedenbor 


Printing and 
20 Cooper 


ublishing Society 
nion, New York. ' 


A NEW BOOK. 


EDEOLOGY 


By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D, 
A Treatise on the Generative System, 
In three parts, including 


Pre-natal Influence, (Influence which af- 
‘fects an unborn child.) 
Limitation of Offspring, and 
Hygiene of the Generative System, 
Oontaining 
-Piatn Facts on Private Subjects for alt Adults. 
This book deals in an open, 
frank, but delicate way, with all points of in- 
terest on the generative system. 
It treats of : 
Personal and Soctat Physiology and Hygiene. 
WHAT THE MARRIED OUGHT TO KNOW 
In order to live healthy lives and produce healthy 
offspring. 

It is free from medical technicalities, written 
on the highest moral plane, and in such a way 
that evervone may read and understand it. It is 
most high]: commended by the press. eminent 
physicians, and prominent people of all callings. 

Itis printed from iarge, new, clear-faced type, 
on good paper, in one volume, well bound. 


Price, .loth, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 1O cents, 


Ooroszz 5, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as “Eye-openers,” in doing " Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 


They ravge in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen- 
erous: hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H. Clay i 
t |ssc s pes.cu s. ecévtevsserorve 10 


zodiacal signs 
Aposties of Christ. Austin Holyoake... 
The Bible God Disproved by Nature. 


oleman...........ece entere 5 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll.......... 8 
he Bible: Is it Reliable as a Guide? O. Watts. 2 
Blasphemy and the Bible. O B Reynolds. .... b 
The Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 


Passes as the Inspired Word ot God 
Buddhist Nihilism, Prof. €. Max Muller. .. 5 
Oonstantine the Great, Porsaying the Ini- 

quiy of the First Ohristian Emperor. 

. H. Preston... seses eere a violets 3 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 

This is the statute under which Mr. J. 

. Wise is now indict.d for sending a 
verse from the Bible through the mail.) 


. B. Wakeman......... eee ue] 10 
Cruelty and Credulity of the Human Race. 

. Dr. DanielArter.............. ceres ees. « 9 
Christianity a Borrowed ‘ystem. Bennett. 2 
Ohristianity: Its Nature and Influence on 

Civilization. Charles Watts ............ b 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts —— ...... 2 


The Christian Faith. 200 Questions Without 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Christian Missionary aud a Chinese 
Mandarin ..........e evt e 2 

The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 65 

Christian Scheme of Redemption, OC. Watts. 2 

The Church and Educa.ion. Anti-Jesuit..... 5 


The Ohurch and Freethought. Franklin i 

0 
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5 
volution Teaches Neither Athei:m nor Ma- 

erialism. R.S8 Brigham, M.D.......... 3 

Evolutiou ot Israel's God. | A. L 5 

ssays on Miracles. David Hume . 10 

Father, Son, aud Holy Ghost. T E Longshore 5 

The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett............ 5 

vundations. John Syphers................... 1 

Free Speech and Free Press. Percy Bysshe i 
PLOY. cd vee cs van edes ne sitaeserissesinsiese ces 

Few Words about the Devil. Chas. Bradiaugh 8 

Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas.Watts 3 

he Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besaut.... 2 

German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann... 1 
The Gospal of Christianity and the Gospel of 

Freethought. AnnieBesant  ......... 2 

Has Man aSoul? Charles Bradlaugh.. DM S 8 
Heaven and Hell: Where Bituated? Austin 

Holyoake ..... me eeeeerenepeese.ee feet 3 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 

Occurrence. Prof. Louis Eisberg........ 8 

Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh 3 


If You Take Away My Religion What Will You 
Give Mein ItsStead? H. B. Martin, M.D. 3 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson... 0 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher..... TE nasere 1 
Infidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner...... 5 
[Ingersoll] Catechised. With Mr. Ingersoll's 


Poem on Robert Burns................... 3 
Ingersoll on McGlynn ................ eee 8 
The Ills We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 


D. M. Bennett. .......ssssesesesseessseesso 5 
Isthe Bible Indictable? Annie Besant....... 2 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsburg. 5 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden........ 5 
Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh . ........ 8 
Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........... 2 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake....... 2 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. [ngersoll............. 5 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 

of Jesus Ohrist..... .. cessisse 5 
Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist 

Fear to Die? By G.J. Holyoake — .... 
The Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- - 

. ples of Freethougnt. G. J. Holyoake.... 
Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 


yoake........ qeteeMt ether rrr et ente 
Liberty and Morality. Moncure D. Conway. 
The Liberty of Printing. Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 
Literature of the Insane. F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 


People are off in Hell iu 
Materialism ani Crime. 


e 


conte — awn 


4 
= 
4 
po 
E, 
jo] 
e 

o] 
[54 
[zi 
d. 
B 
p 
m 


New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh. 
New Life of Jonah. Ohas. Bradlaugh... 
New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 
The New Faith, J.L Stoddard 
The New Age. . W. 8 Bell............ seen . 
The Old Religions and the New. W. S. Bell.. 
On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant...... NM 


co tom OU 02000? COD 


Shore.......... RR MON 5 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg........ 5 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. S B Duryea, T 


Wakeman, G B8 Hawes................. 5 
Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsburg.. 6 
Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.... 2 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as described 

v the Bible. Per dozen., vaca es AO 
Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 


tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 1 
William Cobbett.. 1 
ers 


Religion of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 
Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 
Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the Editor of 

. The Truth Seeker.................... ee 
Revivalism Examined. 


Becular Responsibility. it 
o t it. 

Superstition Displa ed. Wm. Pitt's Celebra- 

" Science of the Bible." Being the Rev. John 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Book Notes. 


Anyone having a set of the Humboldt 
Library, cloth bound, and wishing to dis- 
pose of the same at a reasonable figure 
may find a purchase by addressing this 
office. d 

* No Beginning, or the Fundamental 
Fallacy,” is the title of a book issued by 
our old friend and schoolmate, Hon. Wm. 
H. Maple, of Chicago. After a careful 
reading of it we are compelled to say that 
it is one of the clearest, most logical and 
convincing productions upon the question 
of the beginning of creation we hav ever 
read. Mr. Maple is a scholar and a logi- 
cian, and has studied the cause and effect 
of things to the bottom. Every real 
thinker and student should read the work, 
as it is a lesson in common sense and phi- 
losophy worth studying.—D. M. Boker, 
Editor Santa Ana Standard, Cal. (Price, 
$1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.) 
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Tug New constitution of South Carolina 
will disfranchise all illiterate Negroes, but 
will not so affect illiterate whites. It will 
also 80 arrange educational concerns that 
the Negroes will not be educated in the 
future, thus tending to reduce the num- 
bers of those who will be able to vote. 


LATER experiments seem to show that 
ihe Krag-Jorgensen rifie, adopted by the 
war department at an expense of more than 
$300,000 and of whieh 25,000 hav been 
made at the Springfeld armory, will hav 
to be abandoned, as it becomes too hot to 
handle after a few shots and cannot be de- 
pended upon for accuracy for a distance of 
more than 300 yards. 


Tut Labor Exchange, with headquarters 
at Olathe, Kans., is spreading quite rapidly 
in the West. It is intended to employ the 
idle who wish to work; the payment for 
services or products isin the form of a la- 
bor certificate, good for any products de- 
posited with the local Exchange, or, by 
means Of the Exchange clearing house, 
with other branches. 


Tux Hungarian Reichstag has finally 
passed the remaining Church reform bills, 
including the removal of all hitherto ex- 
isting Hebrew disabilities. The civil mar- 
riage law became eftectiv October ist. 
The first bride under the new law will be 
the daughter of Deputy Mezei, and many 
coming marriages, both of Hebrews and 
Christiane, hay been announced through- 
out the provinces, The churches hav been 
busy during the last few days with wed- 
ames of devout Catholics under the old 
aw. 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments sre based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent a well M convincing: 

ice, clo . 688 
Price, +8 I RUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE WOMAN’S BIBLE. 
Part [ of «The Woman's Bible” is Now For Sale. 


IT IS A PAPER BOUND BOOK OF 125 PAGES, 


Part I Consisis of Commentaries on the Pentateuch, by Members of the 
* Revising Committee.” 


REVISING COMMITTEE. > 


ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, ELLEN BATTELLE DIETRICK, 
REV. PHŒBE. HANAFORD, LILLIE DEVEREUX BLAKE, 
CLARA BEWICK COLBY, MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE, 
REV. AUGUSTA CHAPIN REV. OLYMPIA BROWN, 
MRS. MARY A, LIVERMORE, MISS FRANCIS ELLEN BURR, 
MRS. MARY SEYMOUR HOWELL, MRS. CHAPMAN CATT, 
MRS. JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, MISS HELEN H. GARDENER, 
MRS. ROBERT G INGERSOLL, MRS. CHARLOTTE BEEBE WILBOUR 
MRS. SARA A. UNDERWOOD, ' MRS. LUCINDA B. CHANDLER, 
MRS. CATHERINE F. STEBBINS, MRS. M. LOUISE THOMAS, 

MRS. LOUISA SOUTHWORTH. 


SOME PRESS COMMENTS: 

. We have read some of the passages of the commentary prepared for the '* Wom- 
an’s Bible” by that very accomplished American woman and Biblical student, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. They are a great deal more satisfactory than many of the 
comments upon the same texts that we have read in other and more pretentious 
commentaries. Mrs. Stanton’s interpretative remarks are often shrewd and sensible. 
— [Editorial New York ‘‘Sun.” : : : 

If the Revision Committee continue this style of exegesis, we venture to predict 
that there will be sensations in the religious world such as no mere man of our time, 
no Cummings, nor Colenso, nor Beecher, nor Briggs, has been able to arouse.—[N. 
Y. ** Press." 

The chapter published from the advance sheets of the ** Woman's Bible” last week 
very naturally created a widespread sensation. The ‘‘ Woman's Bible" promises to 
be an important contribution to the literature of Holy Writ.—[N. Y. ‘‘ Recorder.” 

The announcement that the proposed ** Woman's Bible” will.soon be published 
has stirred up many of the clergy. The work will be simply a commentary on cer- 
tain portions of the Bible relating to the status of women.—[N. Y. '* Tribune." 

An association of ** up to date " women is engaged in making a new translation of 
the Bible. This is great news.—['* Charivari,” Paris, France. 

The ** Woman's Bible” is a translation by a joint committee of American and 
English women and is the most serious labor yet undertaken by the women’s rights 
leaders.—[Albany ‘‘ Evening Journal.” 

The Sisterhood of Advanced Women has decided to take a bold step toward the 
complete emancipation of the sex. It has long groaned under certain implications of 
servitude contained in a few passages of scripture, and has, therefore, determined to 
abolish these disabilities by publishing a ‘‘ Woman's Bible."—[** Pall Mall Gazette.” 

The most marked step in this iconoclassic direction is the movement to publish 
the ‘* Women’s Bible.” It is being prepared by some of the good and advanced 
women of the day, who are met in their many reforms with the stubborn arguments 
of some of the passages of the scriptures that tend to justify low ideals. Their aim is 
to omit the immoral teachings of the Mosaic law and all the unwholesome passages. 
Expurgated editions of the poets there have been, but it remains for the ingenious 
new woman to devise an expurgated edition of the Bible.—[ Minneapolis ‘‘ Times.” 

The new ‘* Women's Bible” is one of the remarkable productions of the century. 
—[Denver ** News." . R 

The theological world of Chicago is thoroughly stirred by the announcement, 
published in the Zimes-Herald this morning, that Elizabeth Cady Stanton and nearly 
a score of colaborers in the persons of distinguished women, will undertake a revision 
of those portions of the scriptures dealing directly or indirectly with the relative 
positions of man and weman, and will publish the result of their labors in a new 
Bible, which is to be known as ‘‘ The Woman's Bible.—[Chicago ‘‘ Post.” 

Price, Fifty Cents. 


Address European Publishing Co., 35 Wall St., New York city. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woma 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCIT, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gago’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A. 
glance at its contents will show this: . 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendencyof Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights. E "EL i DNE 

Chapter II deals with the theological dogmas, of original sin aud celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the iniluence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

, „Chapter IIT is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization ave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy" and an unholy 
caste. arning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
Shing of their property; daughters could be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 

. Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of ‘lords 
spiritual, ' the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. . E . 

Chapter V—Witchoraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, 80 rabid were the clergy not to suffer œ witch to liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining universal dominion over mankin: 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the '" Pilgrim Fathers" continued it 

perica. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. . 

e chapter on ** Wives" shows how thedisrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage s opposed by the church. é MS 

In Chapter VII is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the flrst 
synod of the Heformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other “ prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- ` 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects., | 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference with her *' curse,’ of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman's “ inferiority,” as taught by the church'to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman b 

the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 

woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 

which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 

voan cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
o. 1 : 


In cloth, $3; $n Aatf-leather binding, $8. 
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on the famous text, “ The Olergy know that I 
know that they do x 


JYet for Parsons. | Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices, PERSONAL ENS EN tere PEAT 


*JonHNNIE, why did not the lions eat 
Daniel?”  **'Cause they didn't know he 
Was 80 good.” 


Lirrze Grex (in church): ‘“Why does so 
many people put tnose little envelopes on 
th’ contrnbution plate?" Little Boy: 
“Them’s to keep the pennies from makin’ 
so much noise.”—New York Weekly. 


Mamma (to little girl of four who has 
been naughty): ‘You wicked girl! You 
know if I cannot see you some one can.” 
Little Girl: ‘Who can, then?" Mamma: 
“God can.” Little Girl: ‘‘Where is he, 
then? I can’t see him. You know I'll hav 
no peeping.” : 


*t Tir r, He Come”—meanwhile the earth 
is sufficient for the elect. Not many years 
since an archbishop lay dying. Said a 
sympathetic prelate, ‘' Brother, do you 
wish to arrange for hereafter?" ‘‘ Damn 
‘Hereafter.’ York’s quite good enough 
for me." This was related 10 the writer 
by one whom that self-same archbishop 
ordained as curate in the Church of Eng- 
land.— Literary Guide. 


«Now, as announced,” began the good 
man, "I shall proceed to giv thirteen rea- 
sons why riding the bicyle has a tendency 
to send the soul as straight to perdition as 
a bee goeth to a buckwheat patch.” (Pro- 
found silence.) . . ‘And now, thbir- 
teenthly, the wheel has a tendency to di- 
vert interest in the preached word; to lure 
to distant and frivolous paths; to drag the 
earnest goui to the outside world. If this 
is not the case, will some brother or sister 
deny it? I challenge ye to controvert this 
unwelcome truth. Y pause fora reply from 
the congregation"—-— (There was no re- 
plv! There was no Congregation! It was 
off on its wheel!)— Cleveland Plain 
Dealer. 


In Germany, some malcontents are cir- 
culating scriptural texts, sach as the fol- 
lowing: *'1t 18 better to irut in the Lord 
than 1o put confidence in princes" (Psalm 
exviii, 9). “Put ye not confidence in a 
ruler” (Micah vii, 5). ‘‘Put not your trust 
in princes” (Psalm cxivi, 3) ‘*Woe to 
thee, O land, when thy king is a child” 
(Ecoles. x, 16). ‘‘That which is highly 
esteemed &mong men is abomination in 
the sight of God" (Luke xvi, 15). '*Go 
to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for 
your miseries that shall come upon you” 
(James v, 1). The purpose of the malcon- 
tents is to show that, if all anti-revolution- 
ary literature is prohibited, the emperor 
wil hav to interdict the Bible.— London 
Freethinker. 


A WisCONSIN minister, says Zhe Ohris- 
tian Register, aistributes through the 
community where he livs the following 
startling and, to a reverent mind, irrever- 
ent and ghastly announcement: 


THEATER! 


By command of King of kings, and at 
the desire of all who fove his appearing, at 
the Theater of the Universe, on the Eve 
of Time, will be performed the 


GREAT ASSIZE, OR DAY OF JODGMENT. 


The scenery, which is now actually being 
prepared, will not only surpass anything 
that bas yet been seen, but will infinity 
exceed the utmost stretch of human con- 
ception. There will be a just represenia- 

` tion of all the inhabitants of the world in 
their various and proper colors; and their 
customs and manners will be so exactly 
and so minutely delineated that the most 
secret thoughts will be discovered. 

This theater will be laid ont after a new 
plan, and will consist of pit and gallery 
only; and, contrary to all others, the gal- 
lery is fitted up for the reception of people 
ot high (or heavenly) birth, and the pit for 
those of low (or earthly) rank. 

N. B.—The gallery is very spacious, and 
the pit without bottom. 


PRINCIPAL PERFO! MERS. 


Judge......... eee sree ses Vere us The Son of God 
Jjurymen......... ...'T'he Saints of the Most High 
( Drunkards,Swearers,Sabbath-Break- 
| ers, Extortioners, Lovers of Sinful 
Pleasures, Fornicaiors, tbe Fearful 
and Unbelieving, and Whosoever 
. loveth aad pakeiha Lie. 
Witnesses. An rols: E. inist ers, Conscience, and 


Prisoners. 


ESI ORE Abaddon 
Ministers of Vengeance. . Angels of Bottomless Pit 


Tickets for the pitare sold at every place 
of Temptation, where the Just of the flesh 
and the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life are displayed. 

Tickets for the gallery may be had gratis 
at the **fountain open for sin and unclean- 
liness," but will only be given to those who 
are willing to deny all ungodliness, and 
take up the cross daily, forsake all un- 
righteousness, and follow Christ. 

ickets not transferable. No money 
will be taken at the door, and all who are 
admitted into the galleries must be 
sprinkled with the blood of Christ, and 
sealed with Immanuel’s signet. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. . 


Mailed singly cor 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 
AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 


Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


generall C Luse. 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 


laquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
‘and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin O Walker. 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 

Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
& Fact? Israel W 

EPIDEMIC 


\ 


E Groh. 

DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRSt EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE 10 THE TRUTH SEEKERS, 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teaca- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethonght International Con- 
gress at Ohicago. One of Otto Wettste n’s 

fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE ORY OF IN-tDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of :amuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christiau who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, " What Has Intidelity Done?” should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. . . 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samnel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION 
A discussion between Col Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Condert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ‘Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
thatthe rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. . 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon D WT Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Vid Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It 18 an open secret 
tbat man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphl t, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. | 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel | 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘he subjects considered are: Ur- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, fhe Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hamm-d, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- : 
covery of America, Coperniens and Kepler, ( 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God ax a Governor. The Love 
of God, he Fall of Man. The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins iration, Tne Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Hesurrection, The Judgment-Day, 
Evasions, ** No Bible. No Civilization;” Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, [he Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment. Some who Are Damned, 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


LE. L. R. Smitb. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon, FREDERICK DoUanass and CoL. RoB- 
ERT. G. INGERSOLL on the Decisi n of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. bifty-three large uctavo 
Pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 38 Wek 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pnipit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the oradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and therace will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Hel-n Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
d. 15 2 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K 


Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 
THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK. 
One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 
SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T C 


Widd combe. 
ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evi-ience of the forgery of his 


alleged gosvel. HJ Se.gneuret. 
SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 


CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showmg that Convents 


are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th aud 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bang tne Nurembnrg Collection. with 
specimens from the Holy Inqnisition.. 28 pio- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, dehvered on the one hun- 
dredth's auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lf of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth’, George Hliot. 
and Longfellow. i 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A Ups Ec consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged eveut. —— , 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Ghrist’s alleged aos whith would lead one 
to that conciusion. LK Washburn 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
T-e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
Many editions of it have been calied for The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, Tbe Idea 
ard the Real. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hove, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Addcess to Deity, and tae short po mao often 
recited with great effeot by Charles Watts, 
“Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Be- 


8 archers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr r8 at Chi- 
cago. Cunside ing: The Oanse of Woman’s 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and lts Effects 
Upoo H r, Theology Neyer Helpful to Woman, 

Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 

Benefactor nf Woman. susan H. W. 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A leot- 


nre delivered before tre Woman Suffrage Asr- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH REEKER, CO.. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


iw YH 
Make You // 24 
Laugh. — 77 


Ma 


it will 

Corner 
the 

Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning tne Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


400 Pages. 100 


CONTENTS. 
Bustaining a Theory, Bloody Joshua, ET 
ome Giants e Campaign of Debor d k 
The Adventures and Work of Noah, Against Jabin and Sisera, ^ Bara 
A Hunting Anecdote, General Gideon. 
Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
A Queer Tamil Samson the Strong, 


Isaac and His Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses 


Balaam the Diviner, 
Seut by mail or express, prepaid, at 


Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


the followiug prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city, 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOT Ta 


* In the nature of things there can te 
no evidence to establish the claim oj 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Oolonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Oolonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten - 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better ; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
“ Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IwaznsoLL's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by INGERSOLL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxaznsoLnr's Famous Lettera 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhsuer's Essay. 26 cents. 
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Gems of Shought. 


Ir you would win applause express the 
sentiments of others- — Galveston News. 


Ir we knew ourselvs, we should not 
judge each other harshly.—G'eorge Eliot, 


Ture ought to be no liquor question 
except whether one will drink or deoline.— 
Geo. E. Macdonald, 


Bx free and conscious of all you are: 
Dignity and a selfness great; 
Life at one with the farthest star, 
With all of nature in everv state. 

—J. William Lloyd. 


Tux natural rights of men, civil and po- 
litical, are liberty, equality, security, 
property, social protection, and resistance 
to oppression. Liberty consists in the 
right to do whatever is not contrary to the 
rights of others.— Thomas Paine. 


Ir the story of the Fall is not the true 
record of an historical occurrence, what 
becomes of. Pauline theology? Yet the 
story of the Fall as directly conflicts with 
probability, and is as devoid of trustworthy 
evidence, as that of the creation or that of 
the deluge, with which it forms an harmo- 
niously legendary series.— Huxley. 


'THovaH it is not to be supposed that ca- 
dences will ever convey emotions exactly 
as words convey thoughts, yet it is quite 
possible that the emotional language of 
the future will rise as much above our 
present emotional language, as our intel- 
lectual language has already risen above 
the intellectual language of the lowest 
race.—Herbert Spencer. 


Inquiry into the evidence of a doctrin is 
not to be made once for all, and then 
taken as finally settled. It is never lawful to 
stifle a doubt; for either it can be honestly 
answered by means of the inquiry already 
made, ot else it proves that the inquiry 
was not complete. **But," says one, “I 
am a busy man; I hav no time for the long 
course of study which would be necessary 
to make me in any degree a competent 
judge of certain questions, or even able to 
understand the nature of the arguments." 
Then he should hav no time to believe.— 
W. K. Clifford. 


Tun prevalent idea among Ohristian 
tribes and gentiles is that the oldest uni- 
versity in the world is in Europe. This 
error we wish to correct. In the tenth and 
eleventh centuries the university of Fez, 
in Africa, was almost the only seat of 


Arabio and Ohristian learning in the 


world. Before universities existed in Paris, 
Oxford, Cambridge, Padus, or Bologna, 
students flocked to Fez from Andalusia, 
France, and England; and at the present 
day Fez is the chief Western seat for lan- 
guages and learning in conneotion with the 
Mohammedan religion: and theology,— 
The Moslem World. 


BURNS. 


BaoruxB of Homer, Nature's darling child, 

Best prophet of this dainty-cultured age, 

When men, by far-sought fancies grandly 
spoiled, 

Find truth’s fair face in thy untutored page; 

Thy home-spun words let. silken dames 
dispraise, : 

And book-learned wits 
phrase despise; 

There livs à power in thy fresh bickering 


ays 

Tun thee with the best that star the 
skies. . 

Thy song is like the purple-vested Ben 

Rooted in granit, round whose shoulders 
sweep 

Salubrious airs, and lucid fountains leap 

Joyful into the warm green-winding glen, 

Where rushing rivers pour their warring 
tide, 

And grand old pine-trees toss their branchy 
pride. —John S. Blackie. 


thy plowman 


AGAINST all miracles, against all holy su- 
perstitions, against sacred mistakes, he 
Voltaire] shot the arrows of ridicule, 


‘hese arrows, winged by fancy, sharpened - 


by wit, poisoned by truth, always reached 
the center. It is claimed by many that 
anything, the best and holiest, oan be 
ridiculed, Asa matter of fact, he who at- 
tempts to ridioule the truth ridicules him- 
self, He becomes the food of his own 
laughter. The mind of man is many-sided. 
Truth must be, and is, willing to be tested 
in every way, tested by all the senses. 
But in what way can the absurdity of the 
** yea] presence" be answered, except by 
banter, by raillery, by ridicule, by per- 
siflage? How are you going to convince 
a man who believes that, when he swallows 
the sacred wafer, he has eaten the entire 
Trinity, and that a priest drinking a drop 
of wine has devoured the Infinit? How 
are you to reason with a man who believes 
that, if any of the sacred wafers are left 
over, they should be put in a secure 
place, so that mice should not eat God?— 
— Ingersoll, 2 


NEW EDITION. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS, 


‘By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Revised and greatly Enlarged, A Hand- 
some Quarto, containing over 
400 pages. 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
by, admiring friends as a rare personal souvenir. 
To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait. 
with autograph fac.simiie, haa been prepared 
especially for ıt., Inthe more elegant sty.es of 
binding it is eminentiy suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season or occasion. 


CONTENTS: 
Oration delivered on The Christian Nigh'. 
Decoration Day, 1882, My Choice, 
before the G. A. H. y? 
at the Academy of Imagination, . 
Musis, N. Y. cience, 
A Tribute to Ebon O. 1f Death Ends All, 
ngeraoll, Here and There, 
A Vision of War, how Long? 
At a Ohild's Grave, Liberty, 
Benefits for Injuries, ehovah 
e 


and Brahma, 


uild, 'The Free Soul, 

A Tribute to the Rev. Life, - 

Alexander Olark, Tribute to Henry Ward 
The Grant Banquet, Beesher, 
Apostrophe to Liberty, Tribute to Courtlandt 
A Tribute to John G. Palmer, 

Mills. The Brain, 
The Warpand Woof, ‘The Sacred Leaves. 
The Cemetery, Origin and Destiny. 
Originality, What is Poetry? 
Then and Now, My Posi don, 

oltaire, Good and Bad, 
Lazarus, : The Miraculous Book, 
whatis Worship? Orthodox Dotage, 
Humboldt, ‘the Abolition sts, 
God Silent, Providence, . 
Alcohcl, The Man Christ, . 
Auguste Comte, The Divine Salutation, 
The Infidel, At the Grave of Benja-z 
Napoleon, . . min W. Parker, 
The Republic, Fashion and Beauty, 
Dawn of the New Day, Apostrophe to Science, 
Reformers, lizur Wright, 
The Garden of Eden, B'The Imagination, 


k No Respecter of Persons 
The Age of Faith, Abraham Lincoln, 
Origin of Religion, | The Meaning of Law, 
The Unpardonable Sin, What is Blasphemy? 


Thomas Paine 


FREETHINKERŞ 


The Olive Branch, Bome Reasons, 14 “ 

‘ree Wi elec.ions “ 

The King 'of Death, — love |" $0 — duethoteh and Thomas Paine, 
The Wise Man, The Birthplaceof Burns 4 “ Studies in Navural History. 
Brano. Bibl Mre. Ida Whiting 8  "' ‘The Bible and Science, 

8 ORE ines : OW eB i " The Clergy and ‘Their Flooks. 
Bonedict Spinoza, Art and Moralitv, 1 * — Pietyin Our Penitentiaries 
UE First Doubt, Tribute to Rəscve Conk- 4 “ The Atonement Scheme. 

e Infinite Horror, ng, ; 

Nature, : Tribate to Richard H.| $ =  $beLord and His Works. 
Night a A Morning, hiting, 1 10. * The Creeds. 
1 he Ounflict, Mrs. Mary H. Fiske. 1 D Christians and Mohammedans. 


Death of the Aged, Horace Beaver. 
The Charity of Extrava- The Music of Wagner, 


x&nce, Leaves of Grass, 
Woman, ' Vivisection, 
The Sacred Myths, The Republi : of Medioc- 


Inspiration, rity, f 
Religious Liberty of the A Tribute t» Walt Whit- 


Bible, 
The Lugh of a Child, 


In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edge, $2.50; half 
morocco, gilt edges, $5; half calf. mottie 
edges, library style, 84.50; tull Turkey 
orocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, 
$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
possible finish, $9 


Bent to any address, by express, Prepaid, or mail 
post free, on receipt of price. 


A Cheaper Edition from same 
plates, good paper, wide 
margins, Cloth, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Versus 
OR, THE 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Offios. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


Science Religion, 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
III. Lf There Were One He Could Not Be Wise. for 
His Processes Are Egre iously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 
They Have Produced Faultv Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Uiegimmate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design: 
VII. The Argument of « First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Bketch of Astronomy. 
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Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO. 
98 Lafayette Place. NY. 


Pocket Theology. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo 
lomical terms. Price, 25 conia. 


Address 
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The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


— 


PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHURCH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHUROH AND 
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Full-Page 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OP 


. Illustrations. 
FACTS, 


HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


70 MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS OD, HESTON, 
WITH PukTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


g represent Samples of Obristianity’s Work. 
sionaries. 
The Lord's Instruments. : 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
ie Church and Blavery. 
riests and Politics. 
eland and the Church. | 
Church’s idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
nkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Ohurch. 
Some Allegories. 
: Heaven. 


e; . 
cellaneous. 


$228831325*55zr 
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A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 


fore appeared iu tl 
lished. We must give the Trut: 


signer 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freet; 


this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lixe it € ube 

T h Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 

At twice the price 1t would have been a cheap book. Artist 

is a wonderful success. and we Judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
hink r 


ever again be 
Heston as à portrait painter and, de- 


8' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism , He has dedicated his genius to 


Freethought, and has done fair 


and noble work for the cause ofright and truth. But the 


ict- 
nres do not make up the whole of :his volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of roading 


matter that serve first as explanations 2 is illnsirationa, and Becondl 
s professions and the ocrisy o; 
A i Tianity and the church that has ever been put `n the 


falsity of the church 
book is one of tne best weapons against C 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


as texts to 


prove the utter 
ose who uphold them. 


together the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address TAR TRITA SERERE- 


NO “ BEGINNING;’’ 
: OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or “ First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“ This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
itfrom so many different directions that it is 
one ot the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.” —-TH« 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 


Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 


preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 
PBRIOE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Adare» THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Oomrrnep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


1 Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
by an eminent physician of 35 years 
il experience. 6 ‘old, igi 


nspired 
has 


""Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SERE. 
38 Lafayette Place New York. 


| POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF | 
| Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 


and or 
air meg or 


$75 A MONTH Sores 


guaranteed, Write today, Address P. O. Box 5308, Boston, Masa. 


99.9 9.69.09. 60 0060000 

AN: EXTRAORDINARY OFFER !! é 

We want 1000 more active agents before @ 
July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
can be easily madein any locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per 9 
cent, commission on ali sales. Send t 7 e 
for full particulars, or we will send wit! 
samea Valuable sample of our goods in 
Splid Siven amon Teena afno REP AUD @ 
silver orstamps. , Establis n M 

e88, DARD SILVERWARE 
CO., Boston, Mass. 


69.0 9.0 9. 0-9. 0-9.0-9.0-9. 0-90 


ten cents, sealed ju & plain envelope, 

¥ giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

E. plaints, anda description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Onta- 

ward Applicntion—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 


ows, Address, DR. R., P. FELLOWS, 
Bay where you saw thisadver,. Wineland, N, Jj 


NOW READ THIS? 

Dr. Fellow” .8 a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful phrussn He nas treated DISEASES 
OF N for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an‘utgrowth of this long practice. which shop!g 
give confidence to thone afflicted, i 
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SEEKER. 
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For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall hav more abandance: but whosoever hath not, from him 
shall be taken away even that he hath.— Mat. xiii, 12. 
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RIGHT LIVING; 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. — 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. | 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from alrational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be. 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. 38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Glory of Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
Thomas Paine. 
"Ck By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 

10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Ix 1894 158,120 tons of copper were pro- 
duced in the United States. 


Tux treasury balance for September is 
on the right side of the ledger. 


Tue French forces in Madagascar are 
marching on Antananarivo, the capital, 


A xANDsLip in the Arabian province of 
Yemen destroyed 100 lives in the village of 
Hudeya. 


On Sept. 26th six miners were smothered 
by an explosion in the Belgian mine at 
Leadville. 


Tux troops in the field hav elected Bar- 
tolome Masso president of the provisional 
Cuban republic. 


Tue death of Dr. Burnette, of New York, 
seems to surely prove that cancer is inoeu- 
lable by contact. 


Haut Caine, the English novelist, au- 
thor of ‘The Manxman,” is now in the 
United States on a visit. 


Tar great need of the Cuban insurgents 
are arms and ammunition. There has been 
no serious fighting lately. 


Ir is now asserted by leading Catholics 
that a representativ of the Vatican will be 
received at the Mexican court. 


Tae correspondents in the Orient say 
that Russia is tightening her grip on Asia 
while England is losing influence there. 


. T. De Wrrr TanwAGE goes to Washing- 
Aon as-co-pastor with Dr. Sunderland of 
the First Presbyterian church of that city. 


Tae 26 inch locust night stick has again 
been given to the New York policemen, It 
was taken away by the late Superintendent 
Byrnes. 


GovERNOR CULBERSON convened the 
Texas legislature in extra session to enact 
a law that will prevent the proposed Cor- 
bett-Fitzsimmons fight. 


JUDGE JENKINS has appointed Frank B. 
Bigelow, of Milwaukee, and Edward W. 
McHenry, of St. Paul, receivers of the 
Northern Pacific railway. 


THERE is talk in Mexico of annexing 
Cuba to that nation. The Spanish colony 
there is very sensitiv under the open sym- 
pathy shown for the insurgents. 


On Sept. 23d Judge Pratt at Toledo held 
that the rights of an employer over the 
employee end by the discharge of the lat- 
ter, and hence that blacklisting is illegal. 


Typniop fever is epidemic in Chicago. 
To Sept. 26th forty-two deaths had oc- 
curred in eleven days out of a total of 
nearly one thousand cases, Physicians do 
not agree a8 to whether the epidemic is due 
to bad water or to impure milk. 


On Sept. 25th & procession, variously es- 
timated to contain 18,000 to 40,000 men, 
marched through the streets of New York 
with music, flags, and banners as a protest 
against blue laws and the present method 
of enforcing the Sunday excise statutes. 


A LARGE number of cells in the Tombs 
prison in this city hav as many as three 
occupants each and hundreds of prisoners 
are begging for the trials they cannot get. 


CARROLL D. Wricut, United States 
Commissioner of Labor, and a Unitarian, 
has been elected professor of economics in 
the new Catholic University at Washing- 
ton. 


UNITED States ATTORNEY-GENERAL HAR- 
MON orders United States District-Attorney 
Biack, of Chicago, to prosecute the Beef 
fone for violation of the Anti-Trust 
aw. 


Tx bomb-thrower who, a few weeks ago, 
tried to wreck the Rothschilds’ bank in 
Paris has been sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment and to pay a fine of 100 
TADOS. 


Turne soldiers were killed at the Sandy 
Hook proving grounds on Sept. 28th by 
the premature and backward discharge of 
8 Canet rapid fire gun which they were 
testing. 


Oanuzare's Homestead steel workers de- 
mand a ten per cent increase of wages. 
The upward tendency of the iron and steel 
market lately is given as the chief cause of 
the demand. 


NzaAnLx 7,000 children cannot be accom- 
modated in the schools of this city owing 
to lack of room. About 40,000 children 
and adults will attend the night schools, 
just opened for the term. 


Bx order of the health authorities the 
holy well at Guadalupe, Mexico, is to be 
cleaned before the great pilgrimage of this 
month begins. It is said to be almost as 
filthy as the holy well at Mecca. 


Last Sunday there were the usual ar- 
rests of barbers in Brooklyn for disregard 
of the Collins law, and of pushcart men, 
clothing dealers, and Chinese grocerymen 
in New York for Sunday ‘‘ desecration.” 


Lovis Pastzur, the eminent French 
bacteriologist, died on Sept. 28th at 5 P.M. 
in Garches, near St. Cloud, in the environs 
of Paris. He was born on Dec. 27, 1822, 
at Dole, in the department of the Jura, 
France. 


Tux British Shipping Federation has a 
system of free insurance for sailors. The 
number of insurance books issued since 
1892 has been about 46,000 and the number 
is increasing at the rate of 800 or 900 per 
month, 


Enevanp told the Chinese government 
that unless the Viceroy of Sechuen, in 
whose jurisdiction the massacre of English 
missionaries took place, was degraded at 
once the English admiral would act. China 
has yielded to the demand, 


Dorine the last six weeks the Chamber 
of Commerce of New York has had a com- 
mittee at work making a canvass of the 
new Congress on the free coinage of silver 
question. It is found that 88 in the House 
will vote for free coinage, 216 against, 
while the remaining 52 are doubtful or 
their views not known. The free coinage 
list is made up of 30 Republicans, 51 Dem- 
ocrats, and 7 Populists. In the Senate 
there will be 39 silver men, with possibly 
two more from Utah, and 43 opposition, 
Six Senators are doubtful. 
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THE experiment of carrying freight on 
the trolley roads, inaugurated on the line 
ranning trom Newburg on the Hudson to 
Walden, twelve miles distant, givs gratify- 
ing and promising results, 


UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER OTTO at 
Key West, Fia., discharged the alleged 
Cuban filibusters arrested near Bahia 
Honda, holding that nothing had been 
proved against them. This was on Sept, 
5th. 


Tue United States Board of Geographic 
Names has adopted the Spanish spelling of 
Cuba’s capital, Habana, and Korea will 
hereafter appear with the initial K. China's 
greatest river will be Yangtze instead of 
Yangtse. 


Ture is cholera in Constantinople. 
The health officer at Angel’s Island, San 
Francisco, says that some time ago 200 
steerage passengers were landed in that 
city from the steamer Belgic, on board of 
which four persons had died of cholera. 
He urges the greatest vigilance in guard- 


ing the port and removing unsanitary 
agencies. 


On Sept. 23d United States Judge Weld 
at Wilmington, Del., instructed the jury 
sitting on the case of the 21 Cubans ar- 
rested on Aug. 29th on the charge of fitting 
out an expedition in this country to wage 
war on Spain in Cubs. He held that the 
purchase snd shipment of arms did not 
constitute a violation of the neutrality 
laws, which would be contravened only by 
an expedition regularly organized and 
equipped. The jury promptly brought in 
a verdict of ‘‘not guilty." The release of 
the men was celebrated all over the city. 
Political and social clubs paraded, the city 
was decorated, the prisoners were given a 
banquet, and even the bell on the city hall 
wasrung. The arrests had been made on 
the direct order of Secretary Carlisle. 
The government holds the twenty-seven 
cases of arms seized on the Taurus when 
the men were arrested. If the officials or- 
der them confiscated the Oubans will sue 
for their recovery. 
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|’ THE EDICT OF FANATICISM ! ; 


YOU MUST BELIEVE WHAT WE DICTATE! /, 
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WITH A VENOMOUS HATRED 


SPEECH, DETEST A FREE PRESS 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRUTH SELKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work, And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSORIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the Frrzrurmnker’s ProroniAL Text-Boos, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). , . 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Pioronrar Tzxv-Boox. 

“The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PIOTORIAL 
Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson Hzston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Ohurch, 11;. Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Oreeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Ohristianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Ohurch Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Ohurch, 4; Persecutiong by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 19; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer eannot apply to renewals. .Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Znceuce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and 30 get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you.are not now a subscriber, send us three 
: get both paper and book—riY& DOL- 
FORTHREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a. 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the aa- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtiul if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all, At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —reethinkers' 
Magazine, 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to dose 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the erigy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


, Bend us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


.For $6.50 we will send Taz Trura Szexzr one year ($3) and S.P. 


Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” ($5). 


Large Octavo, 1150 


pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itis s radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 

` race. It reveals P eretion e as an intellectnal, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 


** Four 


HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT " embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 


magnificent whole, a vivid 


icture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 


glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


400° YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT. FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rate 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT * 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FUR1HER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT. 


OO 


For $5 we willsend Tua Terors Szzxz& one year ($3) and *Paine's 


great Works Oomplete”($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trurs Sxzxx& one year ($3) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura Sunger one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Taz Trura Szzxzs one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Taz Terors Szexer one year ($8) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tua Trova Szexer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 2 set, semeen 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION. 


Wil be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTB 


EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar Spoons and ‘turn SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 500. more. Address 


HE TRUTH BEEKER. 
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Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities 
with a survey of Medieval Education. By 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75cents. __ 

English: Pastand Present. By Richard Chene- 
yix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 


ajug. 75 cents, 

Formation o: Vegetable Mould through the ac- 

tion of Worms, with observations on their 
. habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. ; 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. ‘By Andrew Wilson, F.H.S.E. 
Two books in one volume. | 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.H.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 

tribution of Land in England, by William 

Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 


Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Bully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. Br Sir John Lub- 
ock, + F.R.B., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 


numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 
Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 
Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect. of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
williams, F.O.8. Two books ın one volume 
cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By GEORGE J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

. Mr. Romanes i8 well known 28 one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarang the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
."'Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation 1n a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the chango, which has taken 
piece has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
sm, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
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Thelr Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


This book is a studv in the evolution of relig- 
dous ineas. 0uchina all f jm. o, religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
re duced from 50 cents 1n raper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in BP $0 centsin cloth 
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Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
Part TL —Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
Part TIL Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
Part IY- W hengo Came the Aryans? Five chap 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. New York Oitv 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R, 6, INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. he authoris also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his. 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind. 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he a res and appreciates is sure tc 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 
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The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.$1. |. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Jignificance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cleth. $1. 

Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, 81. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 


Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1 - 


Zoological Sketches: A Contribution tv 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus 


trated by H. Fabe loth, $2. 
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Works of W. H. Burr, 


Self-Contradietions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40.000 sold. Price, 15 cents. . 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Baeon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junins? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best tikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius aud Casca rice, 5 cents. 
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All are architects of fate : 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 
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Sicht der modernen Weltan:- 
{hauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol, R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Hirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


11 Moderne Gitterdimmernng, ^ 
von Gol, R. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wunder und Wunderthiter, ^ 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


— 


,, Glanbe nnd Vernunft,” 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des römifdztatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem franzöfifhen iiberfegt von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Seinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
ffarem Druck. Unfere dent{dben Lefer 
follten fie mett verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,’’ 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Stians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

into 


Snpernatnral Religion. An inqui 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 

most thorough and exhaustive work on the 

claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 

. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 

University. 1,115- pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, perly to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism. 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights o? 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, Svo. 
Sate $3; leather, $4; morocco, edges, 


„av wvds and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives & full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
bave worshiped, including, Jehovah, Satan, the 
doly Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and, the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. Il describes fully 
i religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedauism, and Christianity; 
the latter ocoupying 87? Dese being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. Dy D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ame, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
1n morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
eker Library.” If all are ordered togetherand 
-ent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
be price of oach 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


'* A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 2 sents. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YoU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs o 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and » aerp oets 
ands ng them in your homes, maki 1g -20m bap- 
py and bright ?7—SEND FOR A OooPYy -G'een clat 
zi title, 40 cente: half bound. 95 1 a 


The Bible and Evolution, 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


_Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: "It is by far the best production 
of Mr Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEEWR, 
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SPECIAL NOTICE._We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send aa the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


We shall next week print the first installment of 
a long paper by Joan Peck, entitled “Zhe Old Story 
in Plain English. With Notes and Comments.” 
Our readers all know Mr. Peck and know that he 
writes vigorously and hits hard. It would not be 
‘a bad idea for those who hav Christian friends 
amenable to reason to send them a trial subscrip- 
tion to Taz Trora SEEKER for three months, to 
include the issues of the papers containing these 
articles. .It costs but half a dollar. 


A Contemptib!e Fraud. 


Rev. Alexander P. Dole, of the Paulist Fathers, 
has this to say about the present Sabbath observ- 
ance fight in New York: 

“t There is going on to-day an — conspiracy in 
which thousands of well-meaning citizens are engaged, 
whose avowed purpose is to cut the heart out of our 
Christian Sunday under the plea of personal liberty. I 
protest against this ruthless invasion of the very sanctuary 
of God by the destroying foot of the Philistine, whose 
only god is his belly. The butcher and the baker hav 
been closed every Sunday for the last hundred years, and 
never was theresa word about restricting personal liberty. 
But close the saloon on Sunday, and personal liberty, 
that bulwark of free government, is strangled.” 

Our Catholic priest is like the Protestant priests 
who hav preceded him in the Sabbatarian crusade 
—he is unable to stick to facts. It is not true that 
during the last hundred years no one has protested 
against the compulsory closing of the meat market 
and the bakery on Sunday, and Rev. Mr. Dole can 
scarcely hav the excuse of ignorance for his glaring 
misstatement. Neither is it true that there is a 
conspiracy to “cut the heart out of our Christian 
Sunday under the plea of personal liberty.” No 
one proposes to meddle with your Christian Sun- 
day, any more than Freethinkers propose to meddle 
with the Bible Sabbath. The protest and the battle 
is against your persistent and largely successful 
attempt to force your Christian Sunday on those 
who do not care to observe it. Worship all that 
you like on that day; be as idle as you wish; stay 
at home or go to church; that is entirely your own 
affair. But mind your own business and keep your 
noses out of that of other people. . That is all that 
is asked of you. “I protest against this ruthless 
invasion of the very sanctuary of God by the de- 
ptroying foot of the Philistine.” That is rodo- 


or by registered letter.. 


montade, and false at that. No Philistine is invad- 
ing anybody’s sanctuary. It is the priest of-the 
sanctuary who is invading the mart of the Philis- 
tine and spoiling him, just as of old God's “chosen 
people” invaded and spoiled and massacred the 
“heathens” round about them. That is simply 
another instance of the wolf pouncing on the lamb 
under the pretext that the latter has roiled the 
stream by going into it below the place where his 
lupine lordship is drinking. The religious tyrant 


has never lacked for excuses for his crimes, but of. 


justification he can show none. 


State Universities and the Churches. 
Prof. Richard T. Ely, the well-known educator 
and writer, has again brought himself prominently 
before the public by the promulgation of a scheme 
for the practical union of religious and secular 


higher education. His latest article on the subject 
appears in the Cosmopolitan for October. 
general position is that the state university is the 
capstone of the structure of public education. 
university ought to hav available af least a million 
dollars a year. 
sums necessary be raised. 
frowns upon denominational and other private in- 


His 
A 


Only through taxation can the vast 
Hence Professor Ely 


stitutions of learning. Private philanthropy may 


pioneer the way by donating to public institutions 
for specific studies before the people at large are 
awake to the importance of this particular work. 
That is about the limit of its usefulness. 
were at the very beginning, the writer would pos- 
sibly say, ‘No private universities of any sort.’ 
But we hav to deal with an actual situation ” 
being so, the professor would discourage all new 
foundations and favor the concentration of the ex- 
isting schools of the various denominations. 


“If we 


This 


Now to what is this leading? It is self-evident 


that the churches will not relinquish sectarian in- 
struction. 
orable logic of their position, Protestants no less 
than Catholics. 


They are committed to it by the inex- 


Professor Ely perceives this and 
sets himself the task of convincing the ecclesias- 


tical educators that the churches will lose nothing 


and will gain much by gradually abandoning their 
own schools and committing to the state universi- 
ties the education of their youth. The arguments 
that he uses are ingenuous, to say the least, while 
the scheme itself is simply breath-taking in its au- 
dacity. If Professor Ely were not so enthusiastic 
a collectivist, so serious a propagandist, and so 
pious a man withal, one could scarcely resist har- 
boring the suspicion that he is making fun of the 
religious people. 

The first reason which he offers to the churches 
in support of his proposition has relation to the 
missionary work. He says: , 

“ How can you justify yourselvs in giving money to do 
work which the tax-payers are willing to do, when there 
are so many things that need to be done, and which the 
tax-payers can by no possibility be persuaded to do? 
Think of the needs of home and foreign missions! Re- 
member the appeals from educational institutions in the 
missionary fields.” 

Put a little more plainly, this means that the 
tax-payers will not appropriate money for the sup- 
port of foreign missions, therefore the church 
should let the tax-payers foot the bills for the home 
educational missions, leaving the churches free to 
devote all their spare cash to the conversion of the 
outside heathen. Thus with the Bible in the com- 
mon schools, the church relieved of the higher edu- 
cation of her embryo ministers and her lay workers, 
and her property exempt from taxation, she would 
hav no ground for just complaint except the failure 
of the state to build her places of worship and pay 
the salaries of her preachers; and these “reforms” 


would follow the others as a matter of course. 
Again Professor Ely: 

“ The calls upon all persons who are willing to improve 
the vast opportunities for usefulness afforded in our day 
are such that they should husbaud their resources and 
not waste them in needless duplication. Bat this is not 
all ‘There is no reason why there should be hostility be- 
tween the state universities and the churches, but every 
reason why there should be the closest relations. Relig- 
ious denominations hav every opportunity which they 
can desire to exercise inflaence upon the students of the 
state university. First may be mentioned the Young 
Men’s Christian associations of state universities, which 
are an importaut channel of religions influence. There 
is opportunity to strengthen such institutious. Profes- 
sorships of the evidences of Christianity and like subjects 
might very well be established in connection with these 
associations, and these professorships could be controled 
by their trustees. Apart from this, there is no reason 
why any religious denomination, or any group of relig- 
ious denominations, should not at the seat of state univer- 
sities construct halls or dormitories which should furnish . 
homes for students. It is noteworthy that the colleges of 
Oxford were originally simply dormitories, and were 
called ‘halls.’ ” 

The last sentence has considerable — 
Reasoning from analogy, we legitimately infer that 
Professor Ely thinks that the denominational 
“halls” contiguous to the state universities will 
ultimately become colleges supported by the state. 
But to continue this quotation : 

** Such a hall could be established directly opposit the 
grounds of a state university, and it would attract many 
students. As this hall, which indeed might be called a 
college, named after some great religious light, would be 
under the control of trustees appointed by the founders 
and supporters, there is no reason why the religious life 
of the institution should not be an earnest and activ one, 
Family prayers could be held every morning, and relig- 
ious services condacted during the week, as well as on 
Sunday. Any religious denomination might make sach a 
halla center of activity. Professorships could be estab- 
lished, and those things taught which are of peculiar im- 
portance to the denomination or denominations inter- 
ested; for example, church history, evidences of Chria- 
tianity, and Christian ethics. There could bea principal, 
a highly educated man, to receive a salary equal to that 
of a well-paid college professor." _ 

. There seem to be here two main immediate ob- 
jects in view, with a hidden and more remote one 
to be reached in course of time. The first immediate 
object is the one already mentioned by Professor Ely, 
the lifting of the larger portion of the burden of edu- 
cation now carried by the denominations and trans- 
ferring it to the shoulders of the state, thus releas- 
ing a large volume of church revenues and turning 
it into the channels of foreign mission and school 
work. The second immediate object isthe bringing 
of higher education more directly and fully under 
the influence of Christianity. At present there are 
each year tens of thousands of students in the state 
universities and private non-sectarian schools who 
are partly out of the religious atmosphere, who are 
receiving & purely secular education, and therefore 
are likely to be lost to Christianity. Young men 
and women prefer to go to the more famous inati- 
tutions, like Harvard and Yale, and the state uni- 
versities of California, Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Kansas.  Necessarily there are included among 
these many of the children of activ churchmen. 
And as the constantly widening field of university 
work calls for continually augmenting revenues the 
struggle for existence becomes harder and harder 
for the denominational institutions. Unless they 
hay the means to do the work done by the secular 
institutions they are at a fatal disadvantage, for 
multitudes of youths will go to the schools offering 
the better opportunities, regardless of the religious 
bias of their parents. So something must be done. 
If church people can be induced to tranefer their 
children from the privately-supported religious 
schools to the state-supported secular schools, ac- 
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companying them there with all the religious influ- 
ences available, and giving them instruction at their 
own expense, for the present, in a few purely relig- 
ious branches, it may be posaible, it is thought, to 
largely nullify the rationalist work of the univers- 
ities. Whether this schema would be a success to 
any considerable extent would depend upon the de- 
gree td which they could direct the courses of 
study in the universities and the selection of in- 
strictors therein. Given control in these direc- 
tions, they would hav it in their power to greatly 
accelerate the “movement in favor of ignorance.” 
Butif their schemes failed to work in this particular 
they might lose more than they would gain, for the 
quota of students formerly religiously influenced 
and instructed in the denominational institutions 
would be subjected to the same danger of being led 
away after false deities that menace the present 
students in the state universities and the more inde- 
pendent private institutions. Professor Ely is play- 
ing with fire; he may succeed in starting a confla. 
gration that will consume civilization, or it may 
merely: burn out of it the Christian dross. 

The ulterior object hinted at in the preceding 
paragraph is the ultimate state-support of the de- 
nominational “halls” or colleges, or perhaps even 
the transfer to the university proper of their func- 
tions. In one way or another, education in all its 
departments is to be made religious, and made re- 
ligious largely or wholly at the expense of the tax- 
payer. This is shown still more conclusivly in the 
next to the closing quotation which we shall make 
for this article. 

Professor Ely censures Protestants for antagoniz- 
ing the state university in the interest of denomi- 
national colleges, and tells them that they hav no 
logical ground upon which to stand in their oppo- 
sition to Catholic parochial schools while they do 
this. He quotes an English Congregationalist, him- 
self the principal of a theological seminary in Eng- 
land, as saying that he did not see how Protestants 
could advocate sectarian colleges and oppose Catho- 
lic parochial schools. If he had added that the 
Protestants insist upon making the common schools 
the seed-beds of Protestant or at least of Christian 
theology, his rebuke would hav had more apparent 
point. But where does the professor himself stand? 
Is he not committed to the position that Protestants 
and Oatholics alike should make the tax payer put 
up the money, or most of the money, for the edu- 
cation of Ohristian ministers? It is indisputable 
that Professor Ely wants the denominations to cen- 
ter “their activity about public institutions.” and 
this means, as a matter of course, that all the stu- 
dents in all the universities are to be put and kept 
during all their college life as closely under the 
“moral” and religious tutelage of the clergy as. is 
possible. The whole atmosphere of the university 
town is to be made religious; any number of de- 
nominations—say twenty or fifty—will build halls 
or dormitories, and as these will be run with the 
money begged from the credulous masses and the 
ambitious possessors of large wealth, it is easy to. 

‘gee that eompetition will be erushed out and the 
students forced, by the absence of free homes, to 
patronize the dormitories. That this is not a 
strained interpretation of the scheme is shown by 
what is given below, no less than by what we hav 
previously quoted: 

“The attitude of the Protestant who fights state uni- 


versities and then complains that they are irreligious, is 
8 most painful one.” 


The moral of it being that the Protestant (and 
the Catholic also, of course) should help the state 
universities and make them religious! By a parity 
of reasoning, the churches should assist the com- 
mon schools with the same end in view. But it is 
not practicable to surround every common school 
building with halls or chapels; how, then, is the or- 
thodox complaint that the common schools are 
irreligious to be answered? By retaining the Bible 
and having daily prayers and religious song ser- 
vices? But whose Bible? And there is the old 
fight again between Catholic and. Protestant, say- 
ing nothing of the rights of the Freethinker and 
the Jew. 

Professor Ely quotes from a letter he has received 
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from a “well-known Congregational clergyman.” 
Here are some suggestiv sentences: 
“I hav been thinking much of your plan for connect- 


ing the churches more closely with the state university. 


I wish that there was such a condition of affairs in church 
and state as to make such a proposition hopeful of popu- 
lär favor. (If nothing more is contemplated than a vol- 
untary church movement, what has the condition of af- 
fairs in the ‘state’ to do with the building of the halls?] 
İt would go a long way in the line of solving the much- 
discussed and growing question of church and state in 
their mutual relations to education. It seems to me that 
your plan ought tò satisfy both the pronounced secular- 
ist and the advocates of Christian education. Your plan 
would allow perfect religious freedom, while providing 
for the religious development of the students. [Would 
there be no orthodox ostracism of the students who 
should prefer to go to the Freethought dormitory, if one 
were built, and, by the way, would one of these be toler- 
ated?} It would giv no grounds, either, for the cry of 
the interference of the church with publio instruction.” 

How hollow this last sentence sounds after read- 
ing what Professor Ely has written concerning the 
Christianizing of the universities ! 

If there is to be continuous progress in the affairs 
of men, education must not be permitted to fossil- 
ize; minds must be ever receptiv; investigation 
must be all-sided and fearless; the truth must be 
sought regardless of its possible effect on ancient 
theories. Revelation, resting on authority, is neces- 
sarily inimical to the New. Priests, holding that 
truth is given by gods, not found by men, seek ever 
to bind man back to the Old. Giv them | the molding 
of the youthful mind, and you put inte. Stheir hands 
the warrant of intellectual and moral death. The 
priest must not dictate the education of our chil- 
dren, in common schools or state universities. To 
the extent that he does, civilization stands still or 
retrogrades. Against the contemplated and accom- 
plished treasons of clergy-led politicians we hav no 
defense other than secular education, given in press 
and school and on the platform. If we would not 
perish we must keep or make all thése free. 


“Truth Seeker” Work. Bearing Fruit. 

It has been customary in the Oentral Labor 
Union of this city for delegates and newly-elected 
officers to hold up the right hand when taking the 
obligation to perform their duties. It was only an 
orthodox habit, for the law of the state does not 
require it, nor do the constitution and by-laws of 
the Union. No delegate or officer could be com- 
pelled to thus recognize the religious beliefs of his 
fellow-members, but some of them were sure that 
they had aright to exact this observance. They 
know better now. 

Mr. James McGill is the delegate of tne Plaster- 
ers’ Union to the Central Labor Union. He is a 
Freethinker and when presiding officer in his own 
union he has quietly ignored the hand-raising cus- 
tom, to the great scandal of some labor reformers. 
With this record, it was not strange that, being 
elected to an office in the Central Labor Union, he 
should neglect to raise his hand when called up to 
take the obligation. This happened on Sunday, 
September 22d. At once there was a protest from 
the pious. Mr. McGill answered that the elevation 
of the hand was not essential. Delegate Fitzgerald 
said that it was, that “all the sancity ” of the obli- 
gation was in the lifting of the hand. “If that is 
s0,” retorted the Freethinker, “I certainly shall not 
raise my hand.” He was told that there was not a 
state in which he could make an affirmation without 
raising the hand. But he refused to comply with 
the demand made, and so, while the other officers 
took the obligation, he was left out in the cold by a 
vote of 15 to 13, overruling the chairman, who had 
decided in his favor. 

During the week Mr. McGill was equipped 
with the law of this state, which says nothing about 
the raising of the hand, and with the decision of 
Judge Barrett in the case of the Editor of Tun 
Truru Srrxxs. Judge Barrett said that the rais- 
ing of the hand had no more todo with the afirma- 
tion than the cut of the clothes. At the meeting of 
the Union on Sunday, September 29th, Mr. McGill 
was ready for his opponents. He read the pro- 
visions of the fundamental law and the decision of 
Judge Barrett in the case cited. There was an- 
other hot debate, but in the end Chairman Farley 


[Üoroszn 13, 1895 


ruled that as the motion adverse to Mr. McGil) 
adopted at the previous meeting had not been sub. 
mitted in writing, as the constitution of the Union 
requires, it was null and void and he therefore de. 
elared it rescinded. This probably ends the affair, 
as the religious element recognizes that there is no 
ground for longer contest. But asit appeared last 
week that the orthodox members of the Central ta. 
bor Union might try to take further action inimical 
to the rights of Mr. McGill and as it was very desira- 
ble that they should explicitly name the authority 
or authorities upon which they relied in support of 
the claim they had made, Tux TRUTH SEEKER sent 
to the secretary the letter which follows : 
New York, Oot. 4, 1895. 

Jons S. Henry, Seoretary Central Labor Union, Olar- 
endon Hall, New York, Dear Sir: The newspaper reports 
having not fully informed us as to the reasons which hay 
led your organization to refuse to permit Mr. James Mc- 
Gill of the Plasterers’ Union to affirm without raising his 
hand, will you kindly answer the following questions at 
your earliest convenience? 

1. Is the Central Labor Union incorporated under 
the laws of the state of New York? 

2. Upon what provision of the State Constitution or of 
the statutes do you base your claim that the hand must 
be raised in making affirmations? 

8. If, however, your action has been taken in con- 
formity with the requirements of the constitution or by- 
laws of the Central Labor Union, please quote the para. 
graph or clause of said constitution or by-laws that makes 
obligatory the raising of the hand in making an affir- 
mation. 

By supplying this information you will confer a 
favor upon, Yours respectfully, 

E. M. MAODONALD, 
Editor of Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 

It is the duty of the secretary to submit to the 
Union all communications received, but at the meet- 
ing on Sunday, October 6th, nothing was said of 
the letter from Taz Trurs Srexer and business was 
hurried to a conclusion. It is fairly inferable that 
Mr. MeGill will not again be disturbed, and that 
this incident kills the hand.raising custom in the 
Central Labor Union. The thanks of all Free- 
thinkers and other friends of separation of secular 
from religious concerns are due to James McGill 
for his fearless and timely smashing of a bad prec- 
edent. And we cannot help feeling that our con- 


tests with the election inspectors and clerk of the 


court hav already borne very good and substantial 
fruit. Let Freethinkers everywhere assert them- 
selvs and defend their rights. 


Two Ways of Looking at the Matter. 
The subjoined cards tell their own stories: 


; ‘t GANANOQUE, Oax., Sept. 2, 1895. 
‘TuE TRUTH SEEKER Oo.: Please discontinue my pa- 
per. Sometime in August Toe TRUTH SEEKER was 
stopped by the P. M.. General, since which time I hav re- 
ceived only two or three copies. I owe you one dollar, 
which I will remit very soon. Fraternally yours, 
** Henry Sura.” 


** ORIELLA, ONT., Oot. 5, 1895. 

‘ Tur TauTH SEEKER: We intend to get up a olub and 
hav your paper sent by mail to Niagara, and from there 
by express. Yours, Jons MoCzrisony.? 

Were we a citizen of Oanada, and were the 
postmaster general or any other official to hav the 
impudence to tell us what not to read in the way 
of newspapers, we should not discontinue the sub- 
scription. On the contrary, we should look around 
to see how we could circumvent him. We would 
be willing to spend several times the amount of a 
regular subscription to defy him, and should call 
his attention each week to the fact that we had the 
paper he condemned, and intended to hav it, and 
read it, and circulate it to the fullest extent of our 
ability. When officials—the accidents of politics— 
take themselvs so seriously as to set up a censor- 
ship of a citizen’s reading matter, it is time for that 
citizen to get up on his feet and object with all the 
lung power wherewith he is endowed. 

Mr. McOlinchy’s. way of doing it we like better. 
It is more American, and will produce a great deal 
better results in the future. Official upstarts who 
interfere with the liberties of the people must be 
snubbed and defied and taught to keep their places 
as servants of the peopie, without trying to become 
their masters. They ought to be removed from 
office. Turn the rascals out. 
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Shameful Editorial Stultification. 

The New York Worid has for months been mak- 
ing a strong fight against the Sebbath laws. It 
has devoted pages of editorial space to the elucida- 
tion and defense of the fundamental principles of 
Liberty, Equality, and Justice. But just now a 
political campaign is on and, as usual, everything is 
to be sacrificed to “harmony.” It is supposed to 
be necessary to unite various “reform” elements 
against Tammany. The State Democracy and the 
Republicans hav agreed on a lot of resolutions, 
among them these: 

** Every citizen is entitled by the fact of his citizenship 
to enjoy the largest measure of personal freedom consist- 
ent with the welfare of the community and not in con. 
flict with the moral and religious convictions of his fellow- 
citizens. 

** While we believe that the sanctity of Sunday should 
be maintained in the interests of religion, of public 
morals, and of health through rest from all unnecessary 
labor on that day, we also believe due regard should be 
had to the sentiments and customs of that large portion 
of the community who desire on that day to enjoy some 
orderly and harmless recreation.” 

The World says that “these — m are in 
line with the popular demand for Liberty, Equality, 
and Justice which the World has voiced ever since 
the headlong Rooseveltian crusade began." They 
may be in line with what the World meant, but 
they are not in line with what the World said. 
The moral and religious convictions of certain citi- 
zens hav nothing to do with the question of equal 
rights. If it is admitted that they hav, religious 
liberty is only a dream. The genius of our institu- 
tions is that the majority must not force the minor- 
ity to profess or act upon the religious convictions 
of such majority. The “sanctity of Sunday” 
should nət “ba maintained in the interest of relig- 
ion," ani th» World knows it perfectly well. It 
has simply got dowa into the mire of politics and 
is eating filth for the sake of votes. Will the 
United States ever see such a thing as an honest, 
fearless, and consistently independent newspaper? 
Even the World is unable to resist the seductions 
of the harlot of politics. 


The Overburdened Politician. 


The politician is the most severely burdened of 
mortals. He must bear water on both shoulders, 
balance on his head a tub for the popular whale, 
and carry a pail in each hand. Here is Chairman 
Hinckley, of the Democratic Oentral Committee of 
New York: 

‘I believe in all laws which are in the interest of labor 
and morality, but whether the Excire law of this state, as 
itis now being enforced in New York on Sundays, is in 
the interest of labor and morality is quite another matter. 
I believe in a proper observance of the Sabbath. I was 
brought up to respect the Sabbath. If I had my way I 
would not hav anything occur on Sunday which could 
reasonably be looked upon as an offense to church goers. 
At the same time I detest anything like Puritanical laws, 
or any laws which interfere with tne proper enjoyment of 
the day by people whose habits and customs are radically 
different from mine." 

He either did not understand or had not the 
courage to say that “labor and morality " are mere 
catch-words of the Sabbatarians; that neither the 
laborer nor ethical development can be helped by 
laws enacted in the interest of a particular religious 
belief ; that all special laws for, Sunday hav their 
source in a desire to favor religious people at the 
expense of their fellow citizens, and are partial, 
unjust, unnecessary, and demoralizing. What dif- 
ference does it make to others what he believes 


about the “observance of the Sabbath,” if he does 


not try to force his inherited notions on his neigh- 
bors? It is not at all a question of ** observance.” 
That is wholly a private matter. That it is intro- 
duced in political discussions and platforms is one 
of the most ominous signs of the times. Who cares 
whether or not Mr. Hinckley was “brought. up to 
respect the Sabbath"! That is no more fit for po- 
litical discussion than what he was “brought up” 
to think about the Trinity or grace at meals or 
evening prayers? It would be just as proper to 
legislate regarding any of these as concerning 
“Sabbath observance.” Let it be distinctly under- 


stood that the performance of religious obligations, 


pf which the observance of holy days is -clearly a 


part, is a matter for the individual conscience, not. 


for majority votes to determin at the polls or in the 
chambers of legislation. Mr. Hinckley should hav 
no difficulty in understanding that he cannot con- 
sistently detest Puritanical laws and. at the same 
time decree that nothing shall be done on Sunday 
that is “an offense to church-goers.” There is not 
the slightest room for doubt that “ the proper en- 
joyment of the day by people whose habits and 
customs are radically different" from theirs és “an 
offense to church-goers.” This is the cause of the 
whole trouble; this is the origin of the Puritanical 
laws which Mr. Hinckley says that he detests. It 
is an “offense” to the Sabbatarian for the cars to 
run on Sunday a thousand miles from his home; it 
is an “ offense" to the Sunday worshiper in Maine 
for a man to be shaved on the first day of the week 
in Alaska. “The reasonableness of the inhibited 
labor or amusement has nothing to do with the 
present issue, for “what could reasonably be 
looked upon as an offense to church. goers" is not 
considered by the makers of Sunday statutes; if it 
were, they would cease to be the makers of Sunday 
statutes. 
church-goer thinks about any given act, regardless 
of its intrinsic reasonableness or unreasonableness. 


At the recent diocesan convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal church of New York the Australian 
ballot system was used in the election of the mem- 
bers of the Standing Committee. Inasmuch as the 
Australian system was designed for the double pur- 
pose of preventing the bribing of venal electors 
and the protection of wageworkers who might 
otherwise fear to vote against their employers’ sup- 
posed interests, the use, in a religious convention, 
of this bar to fraud and intimidation cannot fail to 
attract the attention of the observant. 


“Man is of few days and full of trouble,” but 
he would hav far less trouble and liv longer if he 
had more sense. He doesn’t know much on the 
average, and so he keeps on in the old ruts of su- 
perstition and intolerance, tormenting himself with 
a false conception of duty and his neighbors with 
his insane attempts to make them think and act as 
they do not want to think and act. This from the 
World of October 1st tells a characteristic story of 
human idiocy and knavery, mingled in fairly equal 
proportions: 

**Among the criminals who stood before Magistrate 
Crane in the Jefferson Market court yesterday was Reu- 


ben Becker, who keeps a hosiery store at No. 122 Seventh 
Avenue, He pleaded guilty. Policeman Reilly, who was 


on the lookout for law-breakers, found Reuben’s store. 


open on Sunday and asked Reuben if he had a pair of 
stockings for lady's wear. A member of his family, he 
said, had hung her best Sunday stockings on the clothes- 
line, where they attracted the attention of a hungry goat, 
The goat had eaten them.and the now stockingless lady 
could not go to church. Reuben sympathized with the 
unhappy lady and brought out a presentable pair of 
stockings, price 10 cents. Reilly bought them and ar- 
rested Reuben. ‘I thought I would be helping the 
cause of religion,’ Reuben pleaded in court. ‘I don’t 
like to hold you, my good man,’ said the magistrate, 
but it’s the law aud I must. Fifty dollars’ bail for trial 
in general sessions.’ ” 

Here we hav a senseless law that induces the 
policeman to lie like a land agent in order to get a 
tradesman into trouble for such an innocent act as 
selling a pair of hose, and the tradesman to lie in 
court in the hope that a pretense of interest in re- 
ligion will lessen his punishment. Here we hava 
law which enables an officer to seduce a dealer into 
violation of it by an appeal to his sympathies and 
his gallantry. Here wehav a magistrate who thinks 
that it is his duty to help the policeman persecute 
an inoffensiv citizen; and, finally, here we hav a 
sentiment in the minds of the people that permits 


the continuance of this farce, this burlesque of jus- | 


tice, this travesty of common sense, this fools’ 
dance on nothing. 


Tar TauvH Szxkrn's offer to send eight copies of 
Paine's “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are xeported 
from this method of reaching intelligent belieyere 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts, 


They are influenced simply by what the. 


Canadian Papers on the Canadian P. M. G. 


A Confession of Weakness. 
From the Hamtiton, Ont., Herald of Sepu mber 30th. 


A Freethought journal published in New York, 
called Tue Trota Szrxer, has been barred out of 


the Canadian mails by order of Sir A. P. Caron, the 
postmaster general. 


Tur Trors Szexer is not the 
sort of paper to attain a very extensiv circulation 


in a country like Canada, where the masses of peo- 
ple are as orthodox in their uttered ideas as can b»e,. 
but it seems a bit idiotic to attempt to suppress it 
when publication of such a journal as Secular 


Thought is permitted in Toronto, and when works 


on Atheism and Agnosticism and kindred subjects 
can be procured in every bookstore in the laud. 


The effort to suppress publications of this nature 


always looks like a confession of weakness. 


No ** Index Expurgatorius ? Needed. 
From the Hamilton Evzninq Times. 


It is raported that the Oustons Dspartment hav 
seized cortain books of a controversial character, 


alleging that they are immoral, and that the pious 


and highly moral postmaster-general has forbidden 


the uae of the mails to certain journals on the same 
ground. We know nothing about the papers in 
question, but the books are to b» found in many of 
our best libraries. 
making of any man the arbitrary censor of liter- 


Moreover, we object to the 


ature in Canada. We need no “index expurga- 


torius” here; our politicians hav snough to do 


without attempting to impose on us a cabinet 
standard of orthodoxy. And when the Canadian 
people can be saved only by the good officas of a 
moral censor we don't think either. Caron or Foster 
will be in demand. 


Editor Dana Revolts. 


From the New York Sun. 
Mr. E. M. Macdonald, Elitor of Taz TRUTH 
SerreR, “a journal of Freethought and Reform,” 


invites us to express our opinion on the act of Post- 


master-General Caron of Canada in ordering the 
exclusion of his paper from the mails of the Domin- 


ion, on the ground that it is a scurrilous and blas- 


phemous publication. 

We understand that, under the laws of Canada, 
M. Caron possesses the power of determining the 
question absolutely. If he holds a publication to . 
be blasphemous, that settles it, and the mails are 
closed to that publication. The only remedy is a 
change in the government, or a change in the law. 

Tur Trors Szexer is undoubtedly an honest and 
candid paper, but it is not adapted to suit a pioas 
Catholic like M. Caron, or a pious Protestant either. 
It is what is ordinarily described as an Infidel pub- 
lication. Christianity and the Bible it rejects, criti- 
cises, and assails, not we believe with scurrility and 
blackguardism, though its picture illustrations 
sometimes go pretty far in that direction, and its 
arguments are often calculated to shock and startle 
reverential and simple Christian spirits. Its discus- 
sions are Otherwise like those of Thomas Paine in 
the days of Washington, or of Abner Kneeland in 
Boston forty years ago. 

We hold to liberty, and we revolt at the arbitrary 
act of the Oanadian postmaster-general. But if the 
Canadian people support him, what remedy is there 
short of along agitation, with a doubtful conclusion? 

A similar arbitrary act was performed by the 
postmaster-general of the United States when he 
ordered the exclusion of lottery advertisments from 
the mails. An act of Congress, subsequently en- 
acted, justified the order, though it was held by 
eminent lawyers to be clearly unconstitutional. But 
no attempt has been made to repeal the act or to 
procure the reversal of the order, because the pub- 
lic sentiment is now very strongly against lotteries. 
In the same way the majority of the Canadian: peo- 
ple are likely to support M. Caron ‘in his crusade 
against Infidel periodicals, because they are or:pre- 
tend to be Christians, and are willing to silenea all 
criticism by any means the law may put into their 
hands. Yet if any political passion should become 
mixed with the controversy, they may adopt a dif- 
ferent policy ina hurry, and engage with zeal. in 
promoting and. establishing the very liberty whieh 
they now condemn and suppress. 
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Freethought Federation and Union. 


FREETHOUGHT FEDERATION OF AMERICA. 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, President. 
141 South Water St., Chicago. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS: 
[H5 F. GRISWOLD 


IR INR TEINER Meriden, Conn 


d 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 

SAMUEL P. Pornam, President... ......... +141 S. Water St., Chicago 
Juuret H. SEVERANOE, M.D., Vice-President, cor. 64th St., and 
Grace Ave., Chicago. : 

Hox, Q. B. Warre, Vice-Pres.,............ 6050 Oglesby Ave., Chicago 
Jos. H. GREER, M.D., Vice-Pres.............. 127 LaSa'le St, Chicago 
G. A. F. de LESPINASSE, M.D., Vice-Pres Orange City, Iowa 
Mns. M, A. Feceman, Cor. Sec........- 1037 W. Madison St., Chicago 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Treas.......... eese Rochelle, I] 


Call for the Annual Congress. 
TO BE HELD IN HARDMAN HALL, NINETEENTH ST. AND 
FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK, OCTOBER 25, 26, 27. 

To the Liberals of America, Members of the Free- 
thought Federation and Secular Union, and 
all Societies organized for the Purpose of 
maintaining a purely Secular Government: 


It is of great importance that Freethinkers 
Should combine. It is of more importance now 


than at any previous period, for there is more work |. 


to do and the work cannot be done by isolated 
eftort. There are vast ecclesiastical combinations 
organized for the express purpose of overthrowing 
Freethought, and also of uniting church and state 
in a more dangerousform than ever before. These 
questions immediately confront us: 

The Taxation of Church Property, 

The Bible in the Public Schools, 

The Sabbath Laws, and 

The Liberty of the Press. 

Property to the value of a billion of dollars is ex- 
empt from taxation in the American Republic, in 
many places religious exercises in the public schools 
are on the increase, and the very foundation of uni- 
versal education is being destroyed. The conflict 
in regard to Sabbath laws is now waged both in the 
states and in the national Congress, and a central- 
ized political power is being established for the 
purpose of aggrandizing the authority of the church 
in civil matters ; and honest Freethinkers are im- 
prisoned to-day for discussing questions of the ut- 
most importance to human improvement. Against 
these flagrant and ever accumulating acts of injus- 
tice we must unitedly contend. Freethinkers 
throughout the Union, in every state, county, city, 
and village, should be in activ communication, and 
ready to meet at any point the encroachments of 
the church. It is often the case that a Freethinker 
is alone in his community in the open support of 
Liberal thought and principles, and for this reason 
suffers persecutions. Religious bigots assume that 
they can trample upon the Freethinker’s rights 
withimpunity on account of their own vast majority. 

When it is well understood that the Freethinkers 
of this country are joined together and will defend 
one another at all hazards, the rights of Freethought 
will be respected and the individual Freethinker 
will hav the power of numbers to support his cause. 
The theologian is naturally a coward. He perse- 
cutes only the minority. He does not trust in God 
unless God has a big majority. When the theolo- 
gian realizes that the Freethinker is not a solitary 
unit, but the representativ of a great force, he will 
not only cease his persecutions, but even welcome 
him to social equality. A theologian is very con- 
siderate towards a powerful party, however much 
he despises the humble citizen. 

There is a great contest before us. We must be 
an organized party or submit to defeat and ostra- 
cism. We cannot fold our hands and do nothing. 
We must become an intellectual, social, moral, and 
political power through a generous and permanent 
comradeship. We can do this only by publie meet- 
ings, congresses, associations, and a Freethought 
press. We must use the same instrumentalities 
that are constantly used by the churches. They 
hav their great gatherings, their synods, their coun- 
cils, their conventions, and in this way the churches 
create an immense enthusiasm and exercise a more 
potent sway. These are human, practical, and far- 
reaching means, and Freethought must avail itself 
of such necessary aids. 

All, therefore, are urged to come together at the 
National Congress of the American Secular Union 
and the Freethought Federation of America, to be 
held in New York, October 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1895. 

It is hoped that there will be a large attendance, 
and that measures of co-operation, greater advance 
and usefulness will be adopted and cordially carried 
out by friends of freedom throughout the country. 

The members of the American Secular Union are 
notified that such amendments to the Constitution 
will be proposed at the coming Congress as will 


enable the Union to consolidate with the Free- 
thought Federation of America. : 

The members of the Freethought Federation are 
also notified that changes of the same nature will 
be proposed for its Constitution in order that it 
may unite as an organized body with the American 
Secular Union. 

Itis the general desire that there be one grand 
national organization adapted to all the needs of 
the present and future work. Without doubt this 
will be determined in a wise, conciliatory, and pro- 
gressiv spirit. Let us close our ranks and meet the 
common enemy, the bigots of the Christian church. 
"We work for the future; we work for humanity; we 
work for the best interests or civilization, for the 
liberty and the progress of all. Let us stand 
bravely by our colors and unite in the common 
cause. There are vast and profound principles 
which should harmonize superficial differences. We 
hav no creed to support, but always and everywhere 
the rights of man. This is the mighty battle- 
ground. Let us rally now as never before, with 
earnest convictions, courage, and enthusiasm. We 
cannot evade the issue, neither can the church itself. 
It is liberty or it is slavery. This is the conflict of 
the ages, and in the American Republic all that is 
most precious and ennobling is at stake. 

Samvrt P. Purnam, President. 


Katie Kehm Smith. 

It is with deep sorrow that Taz TaurH Serxze 
announces that Katie Kehm Smith is dead. The 
letter given below tells the sad story, which must 
‘shock and grieve every Freethinker who has known 
or known of this bright, fearless woman and her 
work. We lament the loss .of the Duttons and 
Gove and Tompkins and Oolwick, all with the 
snows of age upon their brows, and Cook at seventy- 
six, and Hacker at ninety-four, but they had been 
with us many years and we could not expect to keep 
them much longer. It is a different thing to say 
farewell to Katie Kehm Smith, laying down her 
burden at twenty-seven. We cannot help feeling 
that she had not lived out a third of the days that 
should hav been hers. There was so much to do 
and she was doing it so well. She had taken up a 
neglected department of the Freethought propa- 
ganda and had already shown us that it was pos- 
sible to educate our own children in Secular Sun- 
day-schools, to so conduct those schools as to make 
them at once attractiv to old and young, and well- 
springs of genuin knowledge. We can best honor 
her memory by walking in the path which she has 
opened for our feet, and by making it a broad high- 
way to a future of learning, liberty, justice, and 
love here on this our mother earth. Here is the 
letter from the bereaved companion: 

EDITOR or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Friend: My wife, 
Katie Kehm Smith, died at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chas. G. Caspary in John Day, Grant Oo., Or., Septem- 
ber 18th, 9:30 P w., and was buried at Wagner, Grant 
Co., Or., on the 21st; at 3 p.m. She sleeps in a quiet, 
beautiful valley, mostly settled by Secularists—her lov- 
ing and loyal friends. She did not seem to suffer, or to 


suspect that she would die. She was taken down with 
fever—her doctor said typhoid—about August 8th, and 


.eanceled some lecture engagements to rest a few days, 


but it was more serious than anyone supposed. She never 
finished her Eastern Oregon campaign. She died in the 
field, at the front, five hundred miles from home, in the 
interior of the state. I reached her August 18th, and 
was with her constantly. Mr. and Mrs. Oaspary did all 
they could—they were untiring. This is the first chance 
I hav had to write to se Mr. Oarl Wagner delivered 
the funeral address. Very respectfully, D. W. SwrrH. 
From “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
we quote the following biographical sketch : 
“Probably the youngest prominent lecturer in 
the Freethought ranks is Katie Kehm Smith, of 
Oregon. She was born at Warsaw, Ill., and received 
her education in the public schools. In 1885, at the 
age of seventeen, she graduated from the Ottumwa, 
Iowa, high school and immediately began life as a 
teacher, which pursuit she followed in Iowa and 
Oregon for over six years. At sixteen she became 
8 convert to Freethought and ever since has been 
an outspoken and aggressiv worker in the cause. 
She is a student, an observer, and a thinker. Asa 
teacher, she saw and met the common people in 
their every-day lives She saw them willingly bear 
the burden of an expensiv church and clergy; she 
saw them work hard and innocently divide the 
fruits of their toil with these, sacrificing comfort 
and happiness in this world for the sake of their 
‘souls’ in the next. She therefore early resolved 
to do what she could to take people's eyes off their 
*gouls' and turn their attention to their bodies. 


| She delivered her first lecture at the age of seven- 


teen, and although a teacher, and often opposed 
and ostracized by Bible bigots, she never neglected 
an opportunity to expose the myths and evil effects 
of Christianity. She is impatient to hav the people 
see the wrongs they endure and break the fetters 
which bind them. She also realizes that as these 


wrongs are the slow results of centuries of priestly 
rule, it will necessarily take persistent and syste- 
matic effort for a long time, to right them. 

“In 1891 ske married Hon. D. W. Smith, of Port 
Townsend, Wash., but did not sacrifice her identity 
nor lose her interest in Freethought. Her husband 
encourages and seconds all her eftorts. Since 1891 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith hav urged the plan of organ- 
izing Secular churches and Sunday-schools and 
placing each, or a circuit of them, in charge of a 
competent person duly appointed by the state or- 
ganization, whose business it shall be to lecture 
regularly, at a regular time and place; that the lack 
of regular lectures, by regular lecturers, is why 
Freethought societies heretofore organized hav not 
flourished. To prove the practicability of this.plan, 
Mrs. Smith organized, Jan. 29, 1893, the First Sec- 
ular Church of Portland, and soon after the Port- 
land Secular Sunday-school, and has lectured for 
this church ever since [and to 1895]. Her audi- 
ence has steadily increased, until at the end of a 
year it numbers between three and four hundred, 
and is as large as any orthodox church in the city.” 

Until lately Mrs. Smith wrote the lessons for the 
Secular Sunday-schools of the state and was also 
secretary of the Oregon State Secular Union. Here 
she did most efficient work. In manner and speech 
she was gentle, with the charms of the orator and 
the reasoning of the logician. Our regular readers 
are familiar, through her frequent and interesting 
reports from the front, with her recent campaigns 
in the Far Northwest. 

For ourselvs and Tux Tauvu Szxxer constituency 
we offer to her bereaved companion and all her 
relativs and personal associates sincere sympathy 
in this hour of gloom. "They hav the satisfaction 
of knowing that she was one of those whose lives 
hav made for truth and peace and equity. Nothing 
better can be said of any of the dead, she has 
helped make it possible for it to be truly said of an 
increasing proportion of those who shall hereafter 
return to their constituent elements. For her 
grave, roses and carnations and lilies-of-the-valley, 
but not yew nor cypress. For her memory, sweet 
remembrances. For us who remain for a little 
time, unceasing battle for the cause under whose 
flag she died in the van of the conflict. 

The Serpent on the Cross. 

In his lecture last Sunday night Mr. Symes 
showed the essential identity of Christianity and 
serpent-worship. Details cannot be given here. 
He took for his text John iii, 14, “As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
son of man be lifted up,” etc. The connection of 
this with the cock and-bull story in Numbers xxi 
was shown; and by reference to Hezekiah’s “ Re- 
form” (2 Kings xviii, 4), he showed that the wor- 
ship of Nebushtan, the brass serpent, had been a 
permanent practice in Israel from time immemorial; 
and that the tale in Numbers was invented to ac- 
count for this worship and to excuse it, after the 
worship itself had been condemned. 

In the early church and for several centuries 
there existed a sect called Ophites, Serpentians, 
Naassenians, or Nahassenians, who, like many others, 
worshiped the serpent. They held that the God 
who made the world:and planted Eden was the bad 
God, who gave a bad command to Adam and Eve; 
that the serpent who led them to eat the forbidden 
fruit was Christ, a good God; that the so-called 
fall of the couple was really a rise, an introduction 
to saving knowledge; and that this Christ or ser- 
pent had come to destroy the deeds of the bad God 
of the Old Testament. The name Nahassenians is 
almost literally Nehushtanians, or worshipers of 
Nehushtan, especially if we read that name, as we 
well may do, Nahashtan. As the Ophites are said 
to be older than Christianity, the probability is that 
they were a survival, more or less direct, of those 
whose God Hezekiah destroyed in the vain hope of 
crushing out the worship offered to it. 

It is all very well to call those serpent-worshipers 
heretics; but the word heretic flung at your rival 
is mere abuse, and signifies that you hay no argu- 
ment or reason by which to convince him. Gie- 
seler’s Ecclesiastical History, vol. L, p. 148, says 
the orthodox Christians used the serpent as a sym- 
bol, and that symbol was a serpent on a cross. The 
word symbol may be understood how you please. 
The present crucifix is but a successor of the older 
crucifix which consisted of a crucified or crossified 
serpent. Remember, Crossifled and Orucified are 
but different modes of spelling the same word. 
And the fact stated by Gieseler shows that there 
was a wide-spread Christian belief that Jesus and 
the serpent were one (in some sense of the word 
one). In fact, serpent-worship was once as ortho- 
dox as any worship in the church. These are in- 
teresting facts, which will not be acceptable to the 
Ohristians.— Melbourne Liberator. 
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News and Notes. 


Friday afternoon, Sept. 6th, I take a farewell smoke. 


with Saladin, who sends his good wishes to the Free- 
thinkers of America, and presents me with his 
brilliant book “Janet Smith,” which I read on my 
homeward voyage. Friday evening, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Foote and Mr. and Mrs. Sumner, I visit for 
the last time, this journey, the home circle of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Watts. Here is the hearthstone 
where I received the first welcome, and here is the 
adieu. The evening was a happy termination to 
my eventful pilgrimage; a conclusion that looked 
forth to many golden to-morrows. Friendships are 
formed, broadened, strengthened, and enriched by 
thought, by hope, and by sympathy. It is good- 
bye, and all hail the hereafter. | 

When I awoke Saturday morning the biggest 
thunder storm of the season was roaring over Lon- 
don. I did not like the outlook. It was too mel- 
ancholy to quit London and England amidst such 
a shower of tears. It cleared off a bit after break- 
fast, and when my friend Wilson’s equipages swept 
up to the door of the hotel to take me bag and bag- 
gage to the Waterloo station, there was a lull in the 
fury of the elements. With the unpleasant weather 
I hardly expected to see any friendly faces; but 
Watts was there, George Ward, Mr. Guest, and 
others, and there was no lonely departure for the 
Pilgrim. Watts was the first to greet and the last 
to say good-bye in Merrie England. As the train 
rolled out of the station, long as I could see the 
company I waved adieus. When we reach the open 
country the sunshine fills the landscape and my 
final glimps of England is one of beauty and de- 
light. In couple of hours the crowded express 
arrives at Southampton, and the great steamer 
Paris awaits the one thousand passengers she is to 
proudly bear over the heaving deep. I find this 
world is not so very big after all. I am continually 
meeting friends. "Travelers met at one point I strike 
atanother. Passengers are on board the Paris that 
were with me on the Berlin; and on the deck of the 
boat I was met by Clarence 3. Darrow of Chicago. 
It was simply achance meeting. He came from Paris 
and I from London. With Darrow was John P. 
Hopkins, formerly mayor of Ohicago. I like Hop- 
kins. He is a bright, genial traveler, and thoroughly 
democratic in manners. He is full of ideas and 
keeps his eyes open. He does not think Chicago is 
the whole world, but recognizes the merits of 
foreign people. Although a member of the Catho- 
lic church, he is very liberal in his ideas of religion 
and history, as many nominal Catholics are. I think 
Hopkins has the courage of his convictions. He is 
Jeftersonian in his political doctrins, and he thus 
represents an element in American politics which I 
hope will be victorious. Chicago Liberals all know 
Darrow, who is at the front of the * coming men " 
of this age, an orator, & philosopher, a reformer. 
and a lawyer—but honest and fearless in the last 
capacity as Abraham Lincoln himself, whom he re 
sembles in spirit and level-headed power. Darrow 
is a man of the people and stands for the people 
every time. He has the soul of the poet, and is de- 
voted to the glorious golden visions of William 
Morris, the noblest bard of England to-day. I hav 
not met anyone who is more widely read than Dar- 
row in literature, or who is better equipped for the 
stirring issues of the present time, or who has a 
broader perception of the future. I was glad to 
meet him, for it brightened my voyage with home- 
like associations. 

Chauncey Depew is also on board. He has a 
kindly-beaming Presbyterian face, as if he were 
thoroughly satisfied with the universe; with God, 
devil, heaven, hell, etc., all being foreordained to 
his especial comfort. He is one of the saints. I 


don’t expect to scrape acquaintance with him, for 


he is in the altitudes of orthodoxy, while I ama 
born rebel. Still I rather like him. It’s my opin- 
ion that his religion is but skin deep and at heart 
he’s a good fellow. Atany rate, he doesn’t put on 
any airs. 

There are over one thousand passengers besides 
the crew, which numbers three hundréd and eighty. 
So we hav a little city on the deep of about 1,400, 
composed of all sorts and conditions of people, law- 
yers, doctors, clergymen, editors, governors, mayors, 
senators; actors, merchants, stock brokers, bankers, 
etc. As to the ladies, I suppose they are all angels 
without any particular occupation. At least they 
grace the ship with beauty and fashion. 

The weather the first day out and the following 
Sunday was simply lovely and I anticipated a de- 
lightful voyage. A change, however, came o’er the 
spirit of the deep and the waves began to roll 
mountain high. As Chauncey Depew remarked, it 
was the plains of Normandy coming over, but the 
hills of Switzerland going back. It was disastrous 
to most of the company on board. Qn Monday 


morning; as Chauncey again picturesquely described 
it, it was like the battle of Waterloo. Almost every- | 
body was slain. 


The saloons were deserted and 
also the decks. Fora time indeed we were locked 
in and not permitted to go “out doors” at all. It 
was dangerous, for one man, a clergyman forsooth, 
already had hisleg broken. Several were on deck 
just before breakfast, when a huge wave swept along, 
tossing furiously over the ladies’ cabin, and piled 
about forty chairs and a dozen passengers in a 
promiscuous heap. It was dire confusion for a 
minute or so, and when the remorseless billow re- 
treated, among the debris of chairs was this man 
with a broken leg; another with & cracked crown. 
etc. After that the gates were barred on all the 
passengers. I hav concluded that I am a “ good 
sailor.” I did not hav a single qualm or lose a single 
meal. I found it pretty difficult, however, to travel 
from one end of the ship to the other ; one had to 
hang on to railings and chairs and tables, and the 
way the deck went up and down gave a buoyancy 
to the step, at times, more than desirable. The 
“inner man” in my case, however, retained his 
equanimity. I understand this was a test occasion, 
and that if anybody survived without a tribute to 
old ocean he was fit to grapple with any storm. 
It was even reported that the captain himself was 
on the verge, but this was officially denied, it being 
asserted that the captain was sea-sick only once, 
and that forty-seven years ago. I guess, however, 
from the story Chauncey Depsw relates, that there 
was some pretty awful sea-sickness about. As this 
story is also confirmed by Bishop Potter it must be 
true. A lady was lolling on deck fearfully demor- 
alized and looking up to heaven with a most pitiable 
expression. The head of a man equally suffering 
was laid upon her lap A sympathizing passenger 
remarked to the lady, * You are quite sick?” «Yes, 
Iam,” she gulped. “ How is your husband?” «I 
don’t know how my husband is; I havn't seen him 
the whole day.” The somewhat amazed passenger 
queried, * Isn't he your husband ?" pointing to the 
head in her lap. “Oh, no,” she groaned, “I don't 
know who he is; I never saw him in my life before.” 
Thus does sea-sickness level all distinctions. It is 
more democratic even than death. 

Only two or three met me at the table. The 
saloon presented a forlorn appearance. After 
awhile the doors were opened and we could go on 
deck. It was a glorious view to those well enough 
to enjoy its vast and tumbling magnitude. Might- 
ily the billows rolled along and broke in tremendous 
and far glittering spray. I saw the mountain 
waves, with great shining, sweeping valleys between, 
ever changing, ever rushing, crest piled on crest 
and depth succeeding depth, with enormous swirls 
and eddies; black walls, manes like ten thousand 
horses leaping, vast gulfs into which the ship 
plunges, down, down, and then upward, like a mag- 
nificent bird, springs across the seething spaces. At 
times the sun appears and the horizon extends with 
molten brilliance, as if sea and sky were melting in 
a furnace heat. The black clouds would again 
cover the sky, the rain descend, the winds whistle, 
the masts creak, and the mighty surge bound furi- 
ously upon the struggling ship. Anon the rainbow 
spans the curtained sky with vivid colors. It hangs 
over the sea with perfect brilliancy. The waters pour 
in many-hued streams athwart its misty foundations, 
while beneath its central glory the broad bright 
ocean sparkles like a bossed and silver shield, as if 
the sea-god in all his pomp attended the fleet- 
ing vessel. From the rainbow we glance to the 
opening West with its promis of to-morrow. The 
mists gather and float away in vanishing lusters. 
The pathway of the sun becomes one blaze of gold. 
Like giants the billows leap against the accumulat- 
ing splendors, and then fall back, themselvs covered 
with the overflowing brightness. How beautiful 
the night approaches, its deep dark-blue flecked 
with clouds, the straggling battalions of the disap- 
pearing storm. What thoughts rush upon the 
mind, thovghts exultant, glorious, incommunicable, 
thoughts of man and his resistless spirit who reads 
the stars a thousand million leagues away, and 
plows the unfathomed sea and defies its mightiest 
tempest. The phosphoresence bubbles in the silver 
pathway of the ship, and far in the gloom we catch 
the vanishing diamond drops. One might imagin 
that beneath this luminous veil were the halls of 
mermaids and fairies who watch with jealous eyes 
the sweep of the majestic palace above, the invader 
and the scorner of their beauteous domains. 

While the storm glowers the steamship Teutonic, 
from New York to Liverpool, lifts itself from the 
tempestuous horizon and moves majestically along, 
a mile or two from our own ship. It presents a 
striking appearance in the midst of the billowing 
sea. The mighty waves hav no effect upon its calm 
and stately motion. They roll obediently from her 
ofty prow, and let her pass like a queen of the 


watery domain. I suppose our vessel presents the 
same appearance to those who gaze upon it from 
that palatial steamer. Nothing is more stirring 
than the sight of a great ship at sea, especially 
amidst the grandears of a storm. To the glory of 
the sea is added the glory of man himself; his art 
resplendent on the liquid plain, imperious along 
the surge of nature’s mightiest force. i 

When the storm is over the reanimated passen- 
gers again throng the decks, and happiness prevails. 
On Thursday evening there is an entertainment in 
the saloon, for the benefit of the Sailors’ Homes at 
Southampton and at New York. These entertain- 
ments are a graceful affair. They are a kind of 
festival for the passengers, and the spirit of human- 
ity illuminates them. Some members of Daly’s 
company are with us, professional singers, etc., and 
the display of talent is varied and attractivand . 
hearty applause greets everyone who contributes to. 
the pleasure of the occasion. Darrow reads a poem 
which has quite a sparkle of radical thought, and is 
appreciated even by that fashionable audience. 
Chauncey Depew is quite an ideal chairman for 
such an occasion, and his after-dinner speeches come 
in fine play. His stories are well told, and he can 
garnish a chestnut with delightful variations so that 
it has an air of novelty. It seems that Chauncey 
Depew goes to the theater in spite of his evangel- 
ical associations. He confesses that when he is all 
tired out and feels blue, and wants to be recuperated, 
he goes to the theater and refreshes himself with 
its comedy. He doesn't go to a prayer-meeting or 
listen toa sermon. He endures the latter from a 
sense of duty, but the former he enjoys and is ben- 
efited thereby for the battle of life. Ohauncey is 
something of a pagan after all. He averred that 
*al the world’s a stage, and all the men and 
women merely players,” and that the most honest 
player of allis the actor himself, who makes no 
pretense about it. Chauncey says he has crossed 
the ocean thirty times. No wonder he is a kind of 
“old sea-dog,” and he isn’t sick’ at all the whole 
voyage. Out of his fund of observation and varied 
experience he givs us a bright and humorous ha- 
rang, and the evening’s amusement is & most suc- 
cessful affair financially and otherwise. 

We are twenty-four hours Jate. Something hap- 
pened—a pump broke, I believe—and only one 
engin was in use fora day or two. Then there 
was an alarm of fire one morning, but it ended in 
smoke; the origin of this, I understand, was “ fat 
in the fire,” but you really don't know the truth of 
these things, for the officers will never tell. They 
keep mum or tell a “white lie," which of course is 
wise. It wouldn't do for the passengers, as a gen- 
eral thing, to realize that there was any danger. 
For & moment a tremor of horror went through the 
ship, a8 the smoke rolled into the cabins, but what- 
ever the peril, it was fortunately averted. 

Alas! the Etruria, which left England three 
hours after our ship, passed us by. It was remem- 
bered, however, for our consolation, that the Paris 
had several times passed the Etruria, only we were 
not on board at the time. How many fine things 
do happen when we are not there! 

All things come to an end, and so did the ocean 
vayage, with its various incidents and accidents. 
Saturday dawned bright and beautiful, a dazzling 
day indeed. The sea was smooth, and flashed blue 
and green; it was like an immense floor beneath the 
cloudless dome of the sky. The ship isin good 
trim. Its great heart beats rejoicingly. It sweeps 
the broad plain with buoyant motion. Its banners 
make music with thé waves below. Two thousand 
eyes are looking for land. Old ocean’s reign is 
almost over, and star-crowned Columbia will now 
rule the hours. About four o’clock in the afternoon 
the dim edge of land appears. We know not if it 
is a cloud or a mirage, so faint and wavering are 
the outlines. These grow steadier. The fringes 
along the horizon increase with varying aspect— 
trees, towers, huge animals, a man on horseback, 
with other grotesque shapes—uatil at last we know 
it is land, solid land, and a great shout arises from 
all the ship. A thousand hearts beat happily. The 
lights begin to appear as night darkens, glimmer- 
ing fitfully, one by one at first, then a constellation 
of them; then great spaces of radiance appear, and 
finally the whole horizon is decorated with a million 
torches, and the sea refiects the effulgence. New 
York lifts its flaming tiara, with Long Island on 
one side and Jersey shore and Staten Island on the 
other. At half-past ten Saturday night we anchor 
at quarantine. We remain on board until morning, 
and are up before sunrise. We see the red ball of 
fire ascend. It is a glorious prospect, the flaming 
rays on river and shore; on the houses, ships, and 
forts; on the great bridge, on the statue of Liberty. 
We wait patiently for the custom-house officers to 
climb aboard, and then the ship moves on to the 
dock. We crowd the deck. The great city seems 
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to welcome us with its shining columns. Its roofs 


and windows appear besprinkled with innumera 
ble jewels. 
The broad river opens its silvery portals. 


rush ashore. Home again. 


ries. 

of the future. 

than ever. More beautiful floats its starry flag. 
Samust P. Puryam. 


Observations. 


As a colored delegate took occasion to remark, 
the coons had the dogs up a tree in the South Caro- 
lina Constitutional Convention. A white delegate 
introduced a resolution providing that marriages 
between O&ucasians and persons having Negro 
blood in their veins should be declared off. The 
colored delegate offered an amendment to the effect 
that white men guilty of illicit communication with 
Negro women should be disqualified for holding 
office, and that the children resulting from such 


offenses should inherit the property of the father. 
He set forth that the degradation and deterioration 
of his race by intermixture with whites were marked 
and deplorable, and that none but the lower classes 
of his people would consort with whites anyway. 
He also called for a single. standard of morals for 
both races. Said he: “If a Negro improperly ap- 
proaches a white woman, he is lynched, while if all 
the white men who hav taken advartage of our girls 
were even disqualified for public positions, this con- 
vention would hav to adjourn for want of a quo- 
. rum." The dogs up the tree barked vociferously, 
but they did not come down, and miscegenation 
received its death-blow by the adoption of the 
white man’s resolution, minus the amendment. 
The effect on the increase of the saddle-colored 
populaion will be watched with interest. 
t 


The Chinese Vegetarians and theologians who 
slaughtered the Christian missionaries hav explained 
their conduct. The missionaries offended their 
sense Of propriety by eating meat, which involves 
the taking of animal life, and such being contrary 
to the principles of all good vegetarians, they slew 
the offenders. Remembering that the Mongolians 
hav condescended to place the occidental on 2 level 
with the hog, which animal cannot be denied the 
possession of animal life, the Vegetarians would 
appear to hav laid themselvs liable to a charge of 
inconsistency in killing them off. Still, their course 
might bear favorable comparison with the practice 
of those other religionists who profess to love God, 
and prove it by disdaining his works and by deny- 
ing any inherent virtue to the only image of him 
they hav in the world. 

If you don’t see what you want, look for it under 
the head of “Socialism " on the European continent. 
The program of the Socialist Congress at Breslau 
contains the proposition that, religion being inimi- 
cal to progress, the party will discourage all sys- 
tems of faith. Again, it is proposed to abolish all 
laws that place unmarried mothers and their off. 
spring in an invidious position, and ail women are 
to be elevated to an exact political equality with 
male citizens. These planks alone might make a 
basis of union better on the whole than that formu- 
lated at Prohibition Park by the gulled innocents, 
but the program is said to fill six newspaper col- 
umns, and there is no guessing what wild schemes 
it embodies. Unlike the Socialism of Europe, the 
collectivism of our own country is approaching un- 
der religious auspices, and the vehicle it travels on 
will be used later as the hearse of free opinion. 
But so long as state affairs are controled by the 
whims of majorities, and so long as church sup- 
porters are in the majority, Socialism will loom up 
as the coming slavery in Europe as well as in 
America; and the Freethinker who advocates it any- 
where is twisting a rope for his own neck. A So- 
cialistic postal system has created a Caron in Can- 
ada and a Comstock in the United States. 


If the Puget Sound ministers are right, God is 
no match for the subtle and scientific agriculturists 
of the state of Washington. The ministers hold 
that the hop louse which has destroyed so much of 
the crop in the White River valley is à special 
messenger from the Almighty, sent to discourage 
the beer-brewing industry. I copy from the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer the following reply to the min- 
isters by Mr. Ezra Meeker, of Puyallup, the leading 
hop-grower of the Sound country: 

* In this morning’s report of the Methodist con- 
ference,” says Mr. Meeker, “I notice under the 


The glad waters sing about our path. 
The pier 
is thronged with hundreds of waiting friends. 
Handkerchiefs wave and voices of welcome tremble 
on the air. Soon the giant vessel is at rest, and we 
Much hav we seen 
and learned of the wonderful Old World. It has 
wisdom, art, magnificence, the treasures of centu- 
But America is the land of promis, the land 
We turn to it with more devotion 


heading ‘ A Curse on the Hop Orop' that Preacher 
Hanson, of Puyallup, reported he ‘had some good 
news from the great crop country—the hop crop, 
the main support of the people, was a failure; the 
crop had been cursed by God.’ Whereupon Bishop 
Bowman said, ‘Good,’ and from all over the room 
voices could be heard giving utterance to the fervent 
For the edification of 
the reverend fathers and fervent brethren I wish to 
publish to them and to the world that I hav beat 
God, for I hav 500 acres of hops at Puyallup and 
Kent that are free from lice, the * curse of God, 
and that I believe it was the work of an emulsion of 
whale oil soap and quassia sprayed on the vines 
that thwarted God's purpose to ‘curse’ me and 


ejaculation, ‘thank God.’ 


others who exterminated the lice.” 


Says: 


‘cursed by God.’ 


business ‘ cursed by God.’ 


guilty consciences.” 


I am afraid Ezra will never see his money again, 
and it will serve him right if he does not. 'The relig- 
ious parasites of the Northwest are worse than hop- 
lice or potato-bugs, and he should hav been aware 
of that fact before he joined in their cultivation. For 
his information I would say that the moral whale 
soap and quassia necessary to neutralize 
their devastations is obtainable from the Truth 
Seeker Company. Families sprayed fifty-two times 


oil 


per annum for $3. 


It is a well-known fact that not all of the articles 
appearing in a paper as editorials are written by 
the person whose name is at the head of the edito- 


rial column. Sometimes an editor hires a hand to 


express his thought while he discusses the outlook 
with a rural visitor or turns off mimeographic epis- 
This being the case, I prepared 


tles to delinquents. 
the following open letter and offered it to the Editor 
of Taz Trurs Sexzxer as a leader. To my surprise, 
it was declined, under a pretext which, I hardly 
need say, was in roy opinion fallacious. The let- 
ter contains suggestions that certainly should be 
made, andI present it here with this explanation, 
but with no apologies : 


To Mr. Ricuarp B. Oxney, Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. O., Respected Sir: If you are a 
reader of Tux Taurn SrxkrR, as we hope you are, 
although your name does not appear on our list of 
paid up subscribers, you must be aware of the ef- 
forts at present made in the United States and 
Canada to turn us down. In this country some of 
the clerical gentlemen who occupy editorial chairs 
hav called upon the authorities to suppress us, and 
the next wind that sweeps from the pulpits may 
bring to our ears an appeal to the secular arm. 
But it is not of these that we would particularly 
speak. With a fair field and no favors, we hav the 
conceit to think that we can hold these gentlemen 
level; while as regards contests about controverted 
points in theology, wherein it is our luck to differ 
with them, they might almost be called quitters. 
Their attempt to run under your guns after crossing 
the line shows that they hav had enough of debate. 
In Oanada the case is different. There the postal 
authorities hav actually had the audacity to shut us 
out of the mails. We recall nothing that we hav 
ever done to offend the Oanadian government. 
Whatever it is, the offense is unintentional, for, to 
tell you the God’s truth, as the saying is, Mr. Olney, 
we hav managed to liv as an American citizen with- 
out worrying ourself, and scarcely informing ourself, 
whether Canada had any government or not, though 
sundry groans from her tax-paying population hav 
led us to infer that she had. Until Mr. Adolph 
Oaron, the Kanuck postmaster-general, brought 
himself to our notice by denying us the transporta- 
tion facilities we had paid for in the mail wagon he 
runs through the provinces, we were just ignorant 
enough of natural history not to know that such a 
Neanderthal kind of a man had survived the Mio- 
cene epoch. 

Of course we are aware—or we should not hav felt 
ourself slighted when Brother Oleveland put you 
instead of us into the place you occupy—that you 
hav no more control over the postmaster-general of 
Oanada than you hav over the wild cayuses and 
cold waves of Manitoba, and therefore we do not 
expect you to call Mr. Caron to time by firing an 
ultimatum across his bows; but from the defiant 
attitude your department has assumed toward 


Mr. Meeker’s letter has a stinger in the tail of it 
that may make the Rev. Mr. Hanson squirm. He 
* T want to recall to the memory of the Rev. 
Mr. Hanson, that the church in which he has been 
preaching for a year past was built in great part by 
money contributed from gains of this business 
For myself I can inform him 
that as a citizen of Puyallup I contributed $400 to 
buy the ground upon which that church edifice is 
built, every cent of which came from this same hop 
I would ‘ thank God’ if 
they would return the money and thus ease their 


China on account of certain outrages on mission- 
aries, we infer that the United States intends to 
maintain missionary rights in foreign lands. Now, 
we are a missionary to Canada, which, as much as 
any part of this green earth that we can call to 
mind at the present writing, needs the sort of en- 
lightenment we are here to spread. And we con- 
tend that our claim to missionary rights in Canada 
is a good deal superior to that of the Christian 
emissaries in China, for the reason that while the 
Chinese object to being evangelized, there are citi- 
zens of the Dominion, right to the contrary, who 
want us bad enough to pay $3 a year to hav us 
come. You understand, of course, Mr. Olney, that 
we do not go ourself. We are the Board, and if 
you hav noticed, the Board always stays at home to 
look after the Fund. Our missionary is the journal 
in which these lines appear, and while we cannot 
exactly say that it has been massacred by the 
paynim in their blindness, we can offer you docu- 
mentary evidence that they hav come as near to 
holding a lynching bee as the circumstances will 
allow—that is to say, our missionary has been 
buried in the Dead Letter office, which is the next 
thing to getting out a brass band and welcoming 
us in person to a hospitable grave. 

In the matter of the apostles to the Chinee, 
England called for the head of the particular 
official responsible for their decease, and he was 
degraded before sundown. Why not run a little 
bluff on Oanada and get Oaron degraded? His 
crime is not so serious as that of the viceroy of 
Sechuen, but the difference is equalized when we 
remember that Caron would not hav far to fall. 
Just speak to Mr. Herbert, Secretary of the Navy, 
about our fix, and if there happens to be a govern- 
ment vessel in commission, from a man of war to a 
lighter, that he is not at present using as a pleasure 
craft, hav him start her up the Erie canal as a 
commerce destroyer. After he had blown up a 
few canal-boats loaded with Canadian spuds, and 
sunk a scow or two of Ontario onions, the Domin- 
ion government would get rattled and begin to 
inquire if this thing couldn't be arbitrated. Then 
make your own terms, not forgetting such adver- 
tising as they might throw our way. If Mr. Her- 
bert feels like making an extra dollar out of the 
trip by picking up an occasional subscriber for our 
journal, we will talk with him about discounts and 
commissions. 

We hav chatted quite familiarly with you, Mr. 
Olney, anent this affair. Now let the Adminstra- 
tion sing its grand, sweet song. 

Yours forever, Tue Enrror. 

I am not oblivious of the strain this letter will 
lay upon the relations between this country and 
Canada, nor of the imminent danger that it will put 
off annexation many a weary year, but better sacri- 
fice the entente cordiale, the modus vivendi, and 
the gaiety of nations than endure Caron. 


Governor Culberson, of Texas, without the con- 
sent of the governed, lately called an extra session 
of the legislature to enact a law prohibiting prize- 
fights. This is not popular government, for if the 
people of 'l'exas could hav had their way, the pro- 
posed fight would hav come cff. On the principle 
of chosing the least of two evils, there is no doubt 
that the voters of the state would prefer an extra- 
ordinary session of pugilists to devise measures for 
preventing the meeting of the legislature. 

Gro. E Macponatv. 


America Ahead, as Usual. 

Dr. Buckley, of the Christian Advocate, New 
York, has the honor to lead the way with a Chris- 
tian lie about Huxley. He puts it tentativly, but 
no doubt it will soon reach the dignity of a full- 
grown assertion. His words are: “Huxley, if is 
said, wished, a few days before his death, to be 
buried with the service of the Church of England.” 
Who said this, Dr. Buckley, before you, and how 
comes it be said in New York when it is not said in 
England!— London Freethinker. 


Those of our readers who contemplate buying pianos l 


should read the advertisement of J. E. Remsburg & Son 
which appears in our columns and write them for further 
particulars. They handle a first-class instrument and 
claim that they can save purchasers at least $100. A few 
days ago Mr. Remsburg went into a music house at Fort. 
Worth, Tex., and asked the price of an Adam. Schaaf 
piano, the one he sells. The dealer asked $375 forit. 
Mr. Remsburg had previously sent one exactly like it to, 
Belton, Tex., for $245. Mr. Frank Beverly, an old 
Tnuru SEEKER subscriber, who purchased it writes as, 
follows: "x : 

‘ FREND Remssure: The piano arrived all right, in, 
good condition and in tune. It was tested by an expert. 
and pronounced an excellent instrament. Mrs. Beverly. 
is highly pleased with it. It givs perfect satisfaction. 
We are both greatly obliged to you for sending us such a 
good piano.” ; x 
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A Unitarian View of Sunday Laws. 


The possible absurdities of high civilization seem 
about equal in church and state. Probably the 
hight of narrowness was never. reached until a 


' country based on common schools began to estab- 


lish one kind of morality for six days in the week, 
and another kind of morality for the seventh. New 
York city is rapidly finding out what comes of 
such impossible notions. Morality, of course, un- 
der any rational interpretation is an action or 
course of action that advances our own well- 
being together with that of our neighbors. In 
evolution terms, to be moral is to will on a line with 
our own honor and manhood—to increase our life 
and redeem it from waste. Immorality is life 
waste—and therewith it is the destruction of 
character. It is impossible to create a specific 
Sunday morality. If whisky selling tends to 
the damage of seller and buyer, it is no more 
a curse on Sunday than on Monday. If it is in- 
herently innocent to pick a basket of apples on 
Tuesday, it is on others. When our Puritan fathers 
undertook to legislate sin into a Sunday shave they 
did so because they literally thought a supreme 
revelation ordered it. But New York aldermen 
and New York legislators are not troubled with 
such convictions. The Sunday laws are results of 
old superstitions. They are are held on to after 
the superstitions are dead, because the religious 
public is not ready to face the question of natural 
morality and liv by it. It simply is im- 
possible to create a one-day morality. What is 
right on Saturday is right on Sunday. : 

The time has long since passed when we could rest 
all together—we cannot play alike or worship alike, 
or think alike. . Who shall lay down the law as to 
how we Shall keep Sunday? By and by the ma- 
jority will turn around and say, We hav had enough 
of your law; now you shall hav some of ours. You 
hav told us what we shall not do; now we will tell 
you what you shall not do. We will shut up your 
churches as we now shut up your barber shops and 
your other Sunday indulgences. We will keep you 
indoors and forbid the Sunday display of new 
dresses on the avenues. Sunday began two hun- 
dred years ago by driving all to church and fining 
those who stayed away. It has come down to for- 
bidding this and that, while not a tenth of the 
people go to church. You are on the wrong track. 
You are wasting your moral force trying to keep 
up the semblance of a sacred twenty-four hours. - 

Then comes the personal liberty question. Oan 
you tell exactly where theline is going to be drawn? 
Can we forbid “Tom and Jerry” a saloon tipple 
when we know that mayor and aldermen and law- 
yers and not a few priests and parsons hav their 
wines of worse? Oan we understand just what 
is rest to Some one whose temperament or occupa- 
tion is different from our own? One of our most 
famous authors was unable to keep in health with- 
out sharp physical exercise every day, and he took 
it sawing wood. Going to church is the severest 
possible labor to some people. They need rest 
from brain labor. 

The whole Sunday enforcement business should 
be given up. The aim of law and of religion should 
be to enlarge the opportunities to rational rest. 
Spend all our moral force on permissivness and 
help. Our churches should hav play-grounds and 
gymnasiums as well as sermons. When Agassiz 
first came to America he complained that the worst 
feature of society was Sunday restrictivness. He 
had been accustomed to hear his preacher discourse 
in the morning and play ball with him in the after- 
noon. Even John Calvin sometimes adjourned his 
evening service and went with all his congregation 
to the theater. ‘Better theaters than ours’? To 
be sure; and we would hav. better theaters if we 
gave up our Puritanic struggle to giv the devil the 
best chances at pleasure and rest. I write as one 
who rarely goes to a theater; but I claim the 
green fields on Sunday. I insist on my right to 
take my rest with games that discharge the blood 
from my brain. We are an overworked nation. 
Insomnia and insanity are multiplying. Our time 
for rest we must hav whether in the middle of the 
week or at the beginning or the close. The church 
must learm to giv us Something besides the hard 
work of listening to logic, or the harder work of list- 
ening to illogical sentiment. The subject opens out 
very widely, because we are infusing our whole social 
life and our legal code with the mischief of two 
kinds of morality. The key to the whole difficulty 
is, * Do unto others as you would that others should 
do unto you” on every day in the week alike. Giv 
up your seventh day restrictive code. Enlarge your 
religious privileges to cover all that is helpful. 
Make your church everything that is wholesome 
and saving. Think of the whole governmental 
force of New York clapping their hands over “a dry 


-with the Congress. 


Sunday,” no matter how wet or whisky-soaked 
Wednesday or Saturday is. Nor does any one be- 
lieve a single soul saved from evil desire. They 
hav simply put the handcuffs on for one day and 
then taken them off for six.—Z. P. P., in the New 


. Unity. 


An Honest Confession. 


Some ministers seem to hav an incurable itch 
for claiming that all the men who hav figured 
prominently in public life are Obristians. 
Lincoln has almost been canonized, and Gen. Grant 
has been put forward as possessing all the graces, 
though neither one of them ever joined the church 
or made the slightest public profession of faith in 
Jesus. We once heard a minister of our own de- 
nomination, in a public address, enroll Andrew 
Johnson among the disciples. And no, at last, it 
is gravely affirmed that Edwin M. Stanton is en- 
titled tothe same honor. That Mr. Stanton was a 
man of consummate ability need not be said. But 
if he was a Christian, save the mark! A little com- 
mon sense is not a bad thing even in the pulpit. It 
seems to us that the whole business of paying court 
to great names, evem when they represent irre- 
proachable characters, is essentially vulgar. Is our 
holy religion so lacking in attractivness that it 
must needs be commended to the world by a parade 
of its most noted adherents? Or has it anything 
to gain by decking itself with the ambiguous com- 
pliments of men who never submitted themselvs to 
its demands? The less of all this the better. We 
are Sick of the pulpit toadyism that pronounces its 
best eulogies over those who are not the real dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ.— Nashville Christian Advo- 
cate. 


“Four Hundred Years” a Book for All Civil- 
ized Nations. 


Coxconp, N. H., Sept. 30, 1895. 

Dear Freno PorNAw: Your work, in the main, 
pleases me well. It is a truly valuable contribution 
to the literature of the times. And I hope it may 
so prove to you—financially, as well as in other 
considerations. 

A neighbor and friend of mine, a nativ of France, 
has your book now, and is very much pleased with 
it. He thinks it should be translated into French, 
and that it would meet a ready sale in his country. 

It is indeed a book for France, and for all civil- 
ized nations, as well as for America. 

I am glad you hav written ii, and in my life-time; 
and hoping it, and all your efforts in behalf of un- 
irammeled civil and religious liberty, may hav great 
success, I am, Most fraternally yours, 

PARKER PILLSBURY. 


Vale Bible ! 


I close its lids and calmly turn away; 
There is no hope in all its musty pages. 
Across the moorlands of the vanished ages, 
Whose the lean hounds of Superstition bay 
In snarling rings forever round the gray, 
Half-buried tombs of scribes and hoary sages, 
ose God in infant’s blood his wrath assuages— * 
From my long quest hav I returned to-day. 
Back to the present, with its life and light, 
I hav returned with empty, bleeding bands; 
I found no pearls, but only shifting sands 
In all that land of bigotry and blight. 
With calm contempt I hear the rusty gate 
Of the swart Past swing to with raucous grate. 
Frang T. OnAMPTON. 


An Outline of the Congress. 


The Freethought Federation and Union Congress 
will open at Hardman’s Hall, Friday morning, Octo- 
ber 25th, at 10 o'clock, with an address by Simuel 
P. Putnam on * Rome or Reason: Which?" Com. 
mittees will be appointed, and other business trans- 
acted. Daniel T. Ames and others will speak on 
Friday afternoon; Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., on Friday 
evening, when the New York Liberal Olub unites 
This will be &n important and 
interesting meeting, for old-timers are expected to 
be present, and the New York Liberal Club is a 
historic power. Saturday sessions, morning and 
afternoon, will be devoted to business. Saturday 
evening Susan H. Wixon will giv an address, “ Will 
the New Woman Go to Church?" followed by 
Franklin Steiner. Sunday morning T. B. Wakeman 
will speak on “Religion Under Evolution,” and E. 
O. Walker on “The National Reform Association : 
Its Position and Work.” Sunday afternoon, Henry 
Rowley and Henry Bird will speak. The Newark 
Liberal League and Brooklyn Philosophical Asso- 
ciation uaite with this session of the Congress. Sun- 


day evening, L. K. Washburn will speak on “ Lib- | 


erty and Education the Basis of the Republic,” and 
Samuel P. Putnam will giv the closing address on 
«Evolution, Progress, and Freethought.” A paper 


Mr. 


is expected from E. M. Macdonald on “ New York 
Polities and Freethought Principles," and from 
George E. Macdonald on “The Worth and Worth- 
lessness of an Oath.” Also letters from Hon. C. B. 
Waite and others. The object of the Congress is 
to enlighten the people to present Freethought in 
its living aspects, as liberty, justice, and civilization. 
No Liberal can afford to stay away from this Con- 
gress. It is a means of information which nothing 
-else can giv. Ourablest and best-informed speakers 
will be on hand. A solid array of facts and argu- 
ments will be presented. We must reach the peo- 
ple. Mass meetings are one of the moat potent in. 
strumentalities for agitation and education. Come 
if possible. And, if possible, let us enter the fall 
campaign with the best resources at our command, 
Send all contributions directly to 
Sauver P. Purnay, 
Oare of Tug Tora Sxrxrh. 


: Contributioris acknowledged by Treasurer Reich. 
wald: 


F. A. Whithoyssiisesiris sinasara seiana S 1 00 
i H A S at: E ET . 5 00 
J: E. Rugzles.::...::.:.. eee cass eR YR Sea Ta rna sa 1 00 
J. H. Hunt............... Tr — OH 10 00 
A. O Lake. ...:4.. certo veéevebesceu easaavatede eoe coe Si aas 2e 1 00 
J. Duelmeyer.................. eese TRE 2 00 
O. OOt caicscicasceccesisdessceretvaccesvsasissieccsseacsaccee 2500 
M. A. Marbin...........ccccosecsosecccssessovssastercccessencrenee 100 
J. P. Thorng est. .......0..casccccosccsescasescsccscssccceasoess 1 00 
A. Theuball...... 5.5: c eee vaa oe ona voee ne iara ne Tei oxi 2 00 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tas First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tue Ashland (Wis.) Daily News, of Sept. 19th, in 
speaking editorially of Franklin Steiner’s lectures in that 
city, used these words: ‘‘‘ The Evidence of Christianity 
Tested’ was the subject discussed last evening at the 
Opera House by Mr. Franklin Steiner. It was a schol- 
arly address ably delivered. The criticism on Ohris- 
tianity would no doubt shock many religious persons, 
although Christianity is indebted to such thoughts for its 
progress in the past. Mr. Steiner’s manner and expres- 
sions prove that with him fidelity to truth is his first and 
only consideration.” 


Tue Friendship Liberal Lene George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner's Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Oct. 13, 2:30 P.M., ‘The Sunday Question." Franklin 
Steiner. At 7:30, ‘‘Jesus Ohrist as a Guide for Hu- 
manity.". Franklin Steiner. 
Taux Manhattan Liberal Club meets ever Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'elock. Program for October: 


Oct. 18—‘‘ My Theory of Soul Atoms.” .O. S. Hartmann, 
Oct. 25 —Union Meeting with A.S.U., 5th av. and 19th st. 


Tux Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o'clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M. 
P. McLeod, secretary, 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 A.M, 
to 10 ».M.; dues, 15 cents per month. October lectures: 
Oct. 16—‘‘ The Historical Development of Anarchism.” 

John Most. . 
Oct. 23 —'* Vegetables vs. Human Parasites.” Max Stal- 


er, M.D. 
Oct. 30—** Lincoln and Christ.” Dr. Barr. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for October: . 
Oct. 13—** Tbe Demoralizing Influence of Christianity." 

E. J. Bowtell. l ' 
Oct. 20—‘‘ Freethought in England." S. P. Putnam. 
Oct. 27—** The Spoioty meets with the National Congress, 

at Hardman Hall, 19th street and 5th avenue, 


Tax Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G, A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for October: 


Oct. 13 —** Freethought in England." S. P. Patnam. 
Oct. 20 —**The Spoils System." Atty Chas. B. Wilby. 
Oct. 27—‘‘Sunday Laws.” Atty S, A. Miller. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Jibporueaiots 


Oct. 12—Pawtucket, R. I.. Lincoln 
Oct. 18—Providence, R. I. Which Way, 
Oct. 20—Chicago, Ill...................... cene : 
Oct. 21—Aurora, IIl.... 


. 22—Joliet, Ill..... AN 
. 28— Danville, Ill.............................. eese 
. 24 —Bloomington, Ill.................... DER 
. 25 — Burlington, lowa.................. eene 
. 96 —Keokuk, Iowa............... eene 
. 97—8t. Louis, Mo................... s eeeeeeeeeee 
. 88—Deeatur, Ill......................... eese csse 
. 99 — Obampaign, Ill.......................... esses. 
. 90 —Lafayette, Ind .........................2esLuueuu. : 
. 931— Orawfordsville, Ind.............................. 
. 1— Columbus, Ind. ....................... eese senses : 
. 2— Hamilton, Ohio......................... eese 
. 8— Cincinnati, Ohio............................sses. 
, 4 —Mt. Vernon, Ohio. ..................- ceres 
. 5—Wheeling, W. Va............. eerte 
. 6—Pittsburg, Pa............... essere ener 
%—Altoona, Pa.............. I RS 
10—New York oity................ TREE 
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betters of Friends. 


For the Cruise and Seme Pictures, 
Danzury, Conn., Sept. 17. 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: For the inolosed $3.50 send 
Tse TRurH Srexer for one year, and the 
** Pictorial Text- Book,” also ** Glaube und 


Vernunst, oder Le Bon Sens." 
Caas. E. Rav. 


OLINTON, TLE., Sept. 24. 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3. in 


return for which please send me THE 


TRUTH SEEKER for one year, and your 
** Freethinker's Pictorisl Text-Book,” to 
Henry C. Moore. C. H. Moonr. 


Noxon, Mont., Sept. 17, 1895. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed find $8. Please 
forward ‘‘Bible Myths.” ‘‘Godly Women 
of the Bible,” ‘‘ Bible Inquirer,” **Sakya 
Buddha,” ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book,” Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER for one year, and other 
publications named. H. W. Morse. 


To Help Resist the ** Suppressors.?? 
Uroa, N. Y., Sept. 22, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Jnolosed I send you $1.50 
to apply on subscription. Hope you will 
receive it before you are suppreesed.. Will 
remember you again 8002. 
D. F. Tomprms. 


For Edueation aud Defense. 
University, CAL., Sept. 20. 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $8 15, for 
which send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year; 
books as per list herewith; Fleckten De- 
fense Fund, $1; Wise Defense Fund, $1. 
L. SCHLEGEL, 


The Appreciation is Self Evident. 

Buruearon, Ia., Sept. 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $7.30, for 
which renew my subscription to Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, and send books as per list. 
I suppose it is not necessary for me to 
say how much I like the paper. The fact 
that I renew my subscription is proof 
enough that the paper suits me to a dot. 
I distribute my papers when I get through 

with them. JOHN CAIRNS. 


Would Ask Awkward Questions. 
BUSENELL, ILL., Sept. 23, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose $1 for a selection 
of pamphlets. I believe the great need of 
the Freethought cause now is more indi- 
vidual earnestness. Ask good Christians 
in cases of terrible calamities what the 
sufferers had done to make God angry. 
This is & very good way to bring on a little 
interesting talk. Of course, everything 
is as an infinit God wants it to be. 
Your sincere good wisher, 
S. L. Bassirr, M.D. 


One of the Savers of Sodom. 

Sopow, O., Sept. 22, 1895. 
Mr. Epiror: Sometime ago, I think in 
May, I renewed my subscription for Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER up to July ist, 1895. By 
an oversight of yours my tab reads '96, 
and I cannot let you cheat yourself that 
way, for the best of papers. You will now 
please find $5; $3 50 for subscription and 
for ‘‘Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated,” and for the rest send eight 
copies of ‘‘Age of Reason,” ‘‘Self-Con- 
tradictions of the Bible,” and ‘‘ Myth and 

Miracle.” Rosert Brown. 


He Sees the Point. 

New York, Sept. 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: Prohibited in Canada! It 
is well, certainly, to feel highly gratified 
at this tribute to your influence and effec- 
tiv work against the Christian church, 
The embargo on TuE Taura SEEKER will 
increase the circulation of the paper. We 
Freethinkers need excitement. When 
bigots say ‘‘Shall not," the independent 
mind says ‘‘I will.” Fight them by get- 
ting more books and papers into Canada. 
That wil secure the approval by all Lib- 

eral-minded men. S. R. THORNE. 


Not Unequally Yoked. 
GENESEO, ILL., Sept. 20, 1895. 
Mz. EprToR: As usual, I am a little be- 
hind. Times are close here, but we can 
not do without the grand old TRUTH 
Szxxer (I mean, when I say “we,” wife 
and I) Inclosed find $5 on subscription 
and for two copies ‘‘All About the Holy 
Bible," two copies ‘‘ Liberty of Man, Wo- 


of Christians. 


Reason.” Hoping you will continue to 
Strike hard at orthodoxy, aud that you are 
well and happy, I close by wishing good 
luck to the Badge-pin man. 
Yours, L. Q. BARNES. 
P S —Mrs. L. G. Barnes sends an extra 
fifty cents for the Fleckten school case. 
She is a worker in our cause. L G. B. 


Not Iusulted, Knowing the Source. 

Grarton, W. Va., Sept. 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been reading THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for three years, and must 
say that I never perused a publication with 
greater satisfaction. I see in the last issue 
that the sky-pilots are after you and de- 
mand the paper’s suppression. Hav wea 
censor in this country? If so, what is his 
name? If we hav, has he tbe authority to 
decide what is blasphemous? In his ab- 
sence, who is? Is it Comstock? I know 
that for centuries it was the rule with the 
black-coated gentry to denounce as blas- 


-| phemous anything that ran counter to 


their lop-sided conceptions and dogmas. 


I also notice that the CAristian Reformer, 


et al, don't speak very flatteringly of your 
readers. Well, I don't feel offended; one 
has to consider the source. This much I 


will say, that my fellow- believers in this 
town and vicinity will compare favorably 


in every respect with any equal number 
P. LAMBBEOHT. 


Appreciates Heston's Work. 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Sept. 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav taken Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER for several months through the 
Springfield News Co., and I like it so well 
that I shall continue to igke it. I also 
take the Freethinker, Investigator, ág- 


nostic Journal, and Freethought Maga- 
zine, and am well pleased with all of them, 


but I like Taz TaurR SEEKER better than 
any of them on account of those **horri- 
ble” pictures that shock the Christians so 
much. I hav purchased quite a large 


number of books from you through the | 


News Co., and am well pleased with all of 
them. I hav just finished reading ‘‘ Men, 
Women, and Gods,” and I hope that 
every woman in the country will read it. 


I am trying to organize a Liberal Club in 


Springfield, but it is very uphill work, as 
the people here take too much stock in 
gods, witches, and devils, If I succeed 
in organizing a club it will probably be 
named the Truth Seeker Club, which I 
think is a very appropriate name for it. 

Please let me know if you hav any por- 
traits of R. G. Ingersoll and Thomas 
Paine. Wishing you success in your good 
work, I remain, sincerely yours, 

Gro. K. OLARE. 

[We hava fine photograph of Colonel 
Ingersoll for 50 cents and a lithograph of 
him for the same. Of Paine we can supply 
a lithograph for 75 cents.—Ep. T. S.] 


Santa Claus vs. Jesus Christ. 


Fort Fargrrgnp, Mz., Sept. 30, 295. 

MB. Eprron: I had a religious ‘‘confab” 
with an Adventist awhile ago, during which 
** confab" my conversation ran somewhat 
like this: I told him that the fable of Jesus 
Christ was the cruelest fable ever invented 
by mortal man; that it had cost many 
millions of lives; that it had been the 
cause of untold suffering, as well as some 
happiness resulting from imagination. 

The fable of Santa Olaus has been a 
blessing to mankind, or children-kind, the 
world over, wherever its influence has 
been felt. Millions of fathers and mothers 
hav taught their children to hang up their 
stockings by the old chimney corner, or 
by the modern stove-pipe, at night on the 
24th of December, and allow dear old 
Santa Olaus to come down the chimney 
and fill their stockings with peanuts and 
candies and other goodies. Those dear 
children arise in the morning, and their 
dear little hearts are made happy, and 
their bright eyes dance with merriment 
and delight to see their stockings thus 
filled, and they, all the time, thinking that 
Sante Claus did it. 

I told my friend that I had a record of 
over 14,700,000 people who had been burned 
at the stake and otherwise tortured and 
put to death in the name of Christ and re- 
ligion! And that that was enough to make 
me condemn both Christ and religion. 

I told him if he would admit that thére 
was probably a Jesus Christ upon eyery 


man, and Child,'*and eight copies ‘‘Age of 


beast, except in better development, 


pre-eminently superior to the lower ani- 


wise, for the chain has many missing links, 


. Peas: 


other planet throughout the bo"ndless 
universe, I would talk with him about ours. 


But in that case ours would not be the only 


begotten son of God by millions. And if 
there was not any other Christ but ours, 
he would hav to fly from planet to planet, 
and world to world, all through the uni- 
verse to ‘‘save” the population on those 
other worlds, and that was a piece of non- 
sense, He admitted the force of my ar- 
gument (for I talked with force and power 
and emphasis in my voice), but thought 
he would hang onto Christ awhile longer. 
I told him to hang onto him, but that was 
all the good it would do, 

` Henry H. QILMAN. 


Hell’s Sulphurous Clouds Recede. 
Kav Kauna, Wis., Sept. 25. 1895 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find sub- 


scription for Tus Tnuru SsEKER. After 
this expires I will renew my subscription 
for a year or six months, just as my funds 
will permit me to do, for it would be im- 
possible for me to go without the paper 
entirely. I will try to use economy in 
something else, so I will be able to take 
thé paper the remainder of my days. 
think it improves the mind of almost any- 
one. 
dreadful fear of hell. 
good use of my papers by sending them 
out abroad to convert and enlighten peo- 
ple. 
in book form, but I see I can do more 
good by lending them. 
persuade some of those old orthodox, hyp- 
ocritical church members to read them, I 
think I would be doing noble work. If 
they only get a glimps of Robt. G. In- 
gersoll’s portrait, they think it is poison 
and not fit to gaze on. 
Freethought question is progressing won- 
derfully, and I say amen to it. That is the 
best wish I hav for it. 


I do 
One thing, it shakes off all that 
I try to make 
I did think I would hav them bound 


If I only could 


I think that the 


Yours truly, Mrs. Mixg Sura. 


The Attention of C. Severance is So- 


licited. 
AKRON, O., Sept. 28, 1895. 
Mr. EprroR: In answer to C. Severance 


on Spiritualism, allow me to ask the gen- 
tleman where and of whom he obtained | 
the information that Spiritualism recog- 

nizes man as the only immortal entity of 


nature? There may be some Spiritualists 


who do not accept the teaching of spirit 
philosophy, but our friends in spirit life 
speak of immortality as an embodiment of 
individuality connected and correlated 
with matter as much in all other organ- 
ized life a8 in man; that every rose that 
blooms on earth has its never-dying prin- 
ciple in spirit matter; the trees, in majestic 


beauty, tower upward as on earth. Man 


is not the great ‘‘I am” in many ways, 
and, like Mr. Severance, I think nature 


knows of no pre-eminence of man over a 
And 
as for the power or attribute of reasoning, 
it can be found in. most, if not all, other 


animals in such a degree as to correspond 
with their animate nature. 


Reason, like 
conscience, is but a creature of conditions, 
and consequently of dictation, to a large 


degree; both '*hope" and ‘‘desire” en- 


tering largely into the result, and a ‘‘plug 
hat” by no means makes man a god or so 


mals, for in many respects they hav de- 
veloped attributes that man has not. Evo- 
lution has noé been accepted by the great 
body of educated thinkers as true, but 
more as probable or possible than other- 


and there are many arguments against it. 
While no student of nature will deny that 
nature in her wondrous ways shows 8 pro- 
gressivness in nearly all animate life and 
a grand unfoldment for the good of all, it 
is not an accepted fact that man came from 
a relativ of the monkey, or the monkey 
from the vegetable kingdom. However, 
it is not evolution that we are discuss- 
ing, but the philosophy of modern Spirit- 
ualism. 

Mr. Severance brings many things into 
the argument that hav little or no bear- 
ing on the subject in question, and I might 
as well quote the old epitaph of Solomon 


Here under the sod, beneath these trees, 
Lies the body of Solomon Peas; 

Peas is not here, only his pod; 

He gave up nis soul, it went to God. 


Yet such a declaration does not prove 
the immortality of the soul, 


The facts are, we hav “‘ proof positiv ” of 

the continuity of man in an immortal state 
after passing from earth, unless it can be 
shown that the many phases of phenomena 
attributed to spirit power really come by 
the agency of some other occult power, 
Mr. Severance says: ‘‘Are these Spiritual- 
istic manifestations sufficient and satisfac- 
tory. To some they are, to others they 
are not, and the world is divided in opin- 
ion where honest and sincere investigators 
hav seen the same in all its phases." I hay 
many 8 time dug an honest worm, impaled 
it on & hook of honest steel, spit honest 
saliva upon the bait, and, with honest 
“t hope," failed to catch a fish; while other 
fools, like myself, could catch fish with & 
pin-hook, and, in consequence, I caunot 
reason that fish cannot be caught with & 
hook. . 
My friend seems to discourage '' hope," 
and tells of what some great intellect hag 
said about it; vet hope is the mainspring 
of all human action, and without it our 
life would be miserable. 

As for Horace Greeley’s offer, if such 
was made, it was no criterion in the case 
whatever, for he may hav made the offer 
and given no opportunity for spirit power 
to demonstrate or comply with his de- 
mands. Should I deny the fact of tele- 
phonic communication, and then keep 
Clear of all telephones, it could never be 
demonstrated to me that the intelligent 
tones of a human voice can be transmitted 
by wire. The diagnosing of disease by 
some peculiar media has also been proven 
a fact, yet hundreds of mediums claim 
such power who are not, by ngture, con- 
stituted clairvoyant in any sense, but more 
fraud-voyant, and impose upon the public 
to get their money. Three witnesses once 
testified that they caught a certain Irish- 
man stealing chickens; six others swore 
they knew nothing of it; the prisoner, 
after conviction, being asked what he had to 
say about it, replied that ‘‘it is a divil of 
8 country where thray can bate six.” Yet 
he was a convicted thief all the same. Mr. 
Severance, do you hear? — A, D. Swan. 


The Other Side. 
Los ANGELES, Cau, Sept. 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: As a rule, we candidates 
for hell do not waste much time on relig- 
ious papers that seek to prolong decaying 
Christianity, for, if our time possesses the 
value of a setting hen’s, the comparativ loss, 
at that value, would be immense, 

However, 88 someone has been kind 
enough to send me sample copies of a pa- 
per ‘‘ devoted to truth and righteousness 
as taught by the apostles of Jesus Christ,” 
I hav given the same some attention. 

It seems, from a plain statement by the 
editor, that Freethinkers are not the only 
persons who become delinquent on the 
subscription list, for he says: ‘‘ We hav 
not less than six thousand dollars due us 
on our list, and nearly all of these delin- 
quents hav received many notices; some 
of them a dozen or more. Each week we 
send out notices for near or about one 
thousand dollars. In response we receive 
not more than fifty dollars." In conse- 
quence, he declares it the greatest injustice 
ever committed by Christians in regard to 
an honest effort to do good. But let him 
be consoled by the thought that God has 
prepared a very warm place for such peo- 
ple in the next world, for it is full of com- 
fort and satisfaction. 

Among other articles is found a full ac- 
count of the burial of Jesus, which excited 
intense interest, on account of the fresh- 
ness of the subject and the charm which is 
ever fonnd in the contemplation of the 
grave. If this article did not increase the 
weekly remittance of delinquents, then 
they must fail to appreciate it or be un- 
able to raise the wherewith. à 

Further information confirmed the death 
of Jesus; and it is safe to say no room now 
exists for the doubt that he is really dead. 
Iam thoroughly satisfied that he is dead 
and was buried, but, oh, how much trouble 
this world has seen because of his refusal 
to stay in his grave, part of which is out- 
lined in communications that tell of in- 
harmony, and Congregations split up and 
divided. Says one brother: ‘‘The work 
is still growing darker and more sinful as 
the days go by. I told you about the in- 
novators propping the windows and lock- 
ing the doors against us, and taking the 
Bible and hymn books out of the chapel, 
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and now, as a last resort, they hav gone 
into court and prayed for an injunction.” 
All of which is sad, though confirmatory 
of predictions made by Jesus in regard to 
strife, the realization of which establishes 
his fame as a prophet. 4 

Auother brother jumps onto a rival sect 
whioh, of course, he does not like, and 
denounces it as “a daily fornicator with 
the world,” which is a pretty serious 
charge, to say the least, and I really hope 
it canuot be proven outside of the clergy 
who belong to it. No reasonable doubt 
exists as to their guilt, but that the whole 
sect is so bad and immoral, I cannot be- 
lieve without sustaining evidence. 

An essay on Infidels and hell would not 
hav been recognized as dealing with such 
a subject had it not been for the heading; 
but the advice of the editor to correspond- 
ents requesting them not to roll their 
manuscripts up in à newspaper, when letter 
postage is required: by law, was indirect 
evidence, but sufficiently strong, to show 
that some Christians thus get the best of 
Unele Sam. 

As life is a mixture of joy and sadness, 
the happy thought so often alluded to that 
Jesus died to save sinners, was offset by 
the letter of a brother, who said: ‘‘ Our 
meetings closed August 11th without any 
addition to the church. The time for the 
meetings did not seem to be well-chosen, 
for some were afflicted in one way and 
some in another; but the worst of all 
afflictions seemed to be the progressiv 
worldly-mindedness.” . 

Another brother says he ** threw down ” 
(is this slang?) twenty-seven meetings in 
May on account of the drouth and the tear 
up of settlements in the Indian Territory; 
which would indicate that God is largely 
responsible for the ‘‘throw downs” aud 
the failure of the gospel in that arid sec- 
tion. Another servant of the Lord Jesus 
revealed the.fact that he got into that 
country on borrowed money, was dead 
broke and willing to preach for nothing if 
his fare was paid from place to place. He 
did not seem much discouraged under 
such adverse conditions, for the hope of a 
large reward in the next world doubtless 
buoyed him up. Before I finished read- 
ing these interesting papers, I was as 
much shocked as the editor, for some new 
preacher has declared, so he affirms, that 
he can eat all the hell there is and not 
scorch his mustache. If that is not trifling 
with sacred things, then the editor and I 
are mistaken; and any preacher who will 
thus attempt to destroy the Infidel’s fu- 
ture home is really a foe to Ohristianity 
and the perpetuity of priestcraft, for hell 
is the foundation of the whole business. 

O. SgvERANOE. 
A Word to the Proseriptivs. 
Oxrnt, Tex., Sept. 26, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: Your valuable issue of the 
21st inst. came duly to hand, but being off 
from my ranch I did not see it till to-day. 
I read first the articles of the Christian Re- 
former and Christian Statesman copied 
therein, and my wrath and indignation 
were at a white heat by the time I was 
through with that devilish and hypocriti- 
eal attack upon our beloved Freethought 
publication in particular and upon human 
liberty and progress in general. Then I 
read your reply thereto, and that ‘‘sorter” 
cooled me off a little, for, metaphori- 
cally speaking, you skinned the wretches 
alive. The wonder to me is that you could 
do it so coolly and gentlemanly like—am 
free to confess that if I had been put 
at that job I should hav been careless 
enough to let the scalpel slip and go far 
below the cuticle. 

‘Do not the souls of these blasphemers 
shudder when they think of their awful 
responsibility to a tribunal, not human, 
before which they shall one day stand?" 

Behold above the stock in trade upon 
which these heresy hunters, whose name 
is legion, liv and fatten, so permitted to do 
by the fears, the ignorance and supersti- 
tion of the masses, brought about from of 
old by this Bible religion and its cunning, 
power-loving priesthood. 

“Tf you say anything bad aboat our 
church, or us saints here upon earth, and 
don't join in the heavenly procession, and 
pay your dues to support in state us duly 
appointed ambassadors from heaven, our 
great big God will go for you ‘awful’ 
when he gets you in his ‘other world,’ 


while we will lie back on our golden 
thrones, and enjoy the agonies of the 
damned, and in looking over the battle- 
ments of heaven down. upon the dreadful 
pits where the fiery waves of darkness 
*gainst the rocks of deep damnation break 
(as we can’t just yet jail and shackle and 
torture them here), we shall be greatly re- 
joiced and thankful to see the Editor of 
the aforetime TRUTH SEEKER tossing about 
in the sulphurous billows, and crying 
aloud for the historic drop of water which, 
of course, we will take great pleasure in 
denying him.—Selah.” 

Such is their holy creed, and such the 
animus exhibited in their publications. 

Now, Doctors MeAllister and George, 
Right Rev. Wiley, and the rest of your 
kidney, having had your vile say about 
Tus Truru Seeker and other dissemi- 
nators of good morality, minus the insan- 
ity which you call religion, as a private in 
the ranks of Freethought and Secularism 
I wish to say a word to you holy men, but 
not in the way of argument, for you de- 
spise reason and common sense when in 
conflict with your religious creed: In the 
days of my youth aud iguorance I was un- 
der the domination of just about such 
sacred teachers as you are. They told me 
I was utterly depraved, and asI could not 
**believe and be baptized,” they had me 
** hair-hung and breeze shaken" for a long 
time, and in that imbecil condition of 
mind they got many an honest dollar from 
me which I now wish I had back to giv to 
Tue Taur& SEEKER, 

Ralph Waldo Emerson was the man who 
first opened my eyes to begin to see 
the clerical imposition and fraud. . With 
all your elaims to learniug and piety, 
I don't think you ean hav the assurance to 
elass yourselvs with that scholar, poet, 
philosopher, genius, Infidel, and perfectly 
pure man. If you hav the brains to un- 
derstand, go and read him, and he may 
teach you ‘something of justice and char- 
ity. After that Tug Taurg SEEKER may 
kindly lend you a few books from its li- 
brary to save you from the hellof bigotry, 
sectarianism, fanaticism, and hatred of 
your fellow men who cannot bow down 
before the monster that your diseased im- 
agination has created aud called God. 
But you will stick to John Calvin because 
it is to your pecuniary interest to do so— 
John Calvin, the author of the most dia- 
bolical religious creed on the face of the 
earth—Oalvin, who warmed himself at the 
fire that consumed the body of the gentle 
Servetus, and stirred up the religious fury 
and fanaticism that set Europe on fire and 
consigned multitudes to the stake, the rack, 
and the dungeon. Isn't it pleasant to con- 
template that the originators of many 
different sects and religions had to be 
fiends in human shape, as, for instance, 
Constantine and the Popes, John Oalvin, 
Henry VIII., etc. And now, reverend 
doctors and divines, as you hav hissed out 
your hatred and holy venom upon Heston 
and the Macdonalds because in the dis- 
charge of their duty and in self-defense 
they are slightly interfering with your 
thriving God business, I will voice the 
sentiments of thousands of the most intel- 
ligent and virtuous meu in this conntry 
when I say that à man who believes, or 
pretends to believe, the Presbyterian 
creed, so horrible and so repugnant to the 
humane instincts of all enlightened people 
that its paid priests are afraid or ashamed 
any longer to reveal its Mokanna-like 
features from the pulpits—that such a 
man is either a fiend, a fanatical dupe, or 
a knave of the deepest dye, and is not-a 
good citizen in any country. So you see, 
reverend and holy doctors, that we hav 
our opinions of you as well as you hav 
yours of us, and you may denounce and 
pray as much as you please, but in the end 
we'll establish justice and teach you better 
manners. 

Mr. Editor, these ministers are thirst- 
ing for blood. Can't you send over to 
China and get the heads of some of their 
recent victims slain upon the demand of 
Christians for blood because poor China is 
helpless, and present them on a silver sal- 
ver to these humble followers of the meek 
and lowly Jesus, 80 as to appease their ap- 
petites for a time? Me: A 

This letter don't amount to much. The 
best reply to Brothers MoA., G., and W. 
is the $8 inclosed to pay my subscription 
to Tug Truta SEEKER in advanoe, Hes-' 


ton, keep stirring them up with the pole 
of your artistic genius. Your pictures 
instruct those who cannot understaud 
arguments . We'll stand by you soloug 
as we hav a dime to giv you a dinner, and, 
Mr. Editor, do you help to turn ‘‘ Tam- 
many" loose next election, 
dives and saloons with freedom and soci- 
ability and human nature, although ac- 
eompanied with a little vice, than New 
England blue laws, Presbyteriau aud 
other priests on the top, then the union of 
church and state, a censorship of the press, 
the stoppage of everything but orthodox 
speech, the jailing of such hrretics as you 
and I, and, in short, the hell of the Dark 
Ages triumphant again. 
S, Q, ETHERIDGE. 


Arguing Against a Pleasantry. 
Samora, Iun., Sept. 22, 1895. 
E. M. MacpoNanp, Teura SEEKERS, et 
al, Greeting : As I am in arrears, iuclosed 
find $3 to tally my tab a step higher. Tur 
TRUTH SzzkER is performing a philau- 
thropic work; go on in this grand dis- 
charge of duty; slay the argus-eyed mon- 
ster of superstition that has from time 


immemorial been fostered by senseless 


creed aud custom. 


Show the stolid Sundayites the folly of 
their fanaticism. Deal a rib-roaster to 


the devotees of the union of church and 
state. Show up the dogmas of the octopus 
orthodoxy, and go on in exposing the bar- 
barities of their fetich book. 


Freethinkers must be the standard-bear- 


ers of freedom. 


In your issue of Sept. 7th the ** Observ- 
er" observes: ‘‘ Eliminating that species of 
insanity designated as ‘love,’ which is but 
another form of avarice, aud allowing for 
the dissolution of the partnership at the 
instance of one or both parties, I conceive 
that the arraugement is as near perfect as 


any that could be entered into by fools. 


While I’ve perused the pointed puns of 
the **Observer" with pleasure, the above 


does not pleasantly meet my approval As 
I am only a country chap, without the 
proverbial hayseed in my hair, perhaps 
one would say, ‘ʻI wouldn't attempt a 


criticism of that philosopher, wag, and 


humorist." I reply with some trepidation, 
“That wag, 


above 
strates,’’ Now, if all people were of a sim- 
ilar opinion as Mr. Macdonald, and put it 
into practice, where would this old world 
wag to? Would it not wag back to barba- 
rism and intellectual night ? Would there 


be any poetry, art, music, and all that 


which refines, transfigures, and exalts the 


soul to an ethical existence, the essence of 


that which Mr. Macdonald affectionately 


designates as ‘‘a species of insanity ?" 
Take love from the human heart, and 


would life be worth the living? Does Mr. 


Macdonald desire to deprive the grief- 
stricken mother of that love she-fondly 


lavishes upon her little babe, when at the 


brink of the grave her heart goes out in 


tender, maternal passion for her own flesh 
and heart’s blood, who soon will be low- 


ered gently down into its dark aud damp 


** windowless palace of repose,” free from 
pain, and perhaps forever removed from 
mortal gaze ? 

What would you substitute for love?— 
lust? Do you consider—‘* honor bright" 
—that such a mother is suffering with a 
“species of insanity," aud should be con- 
fined in some retreat for the feeble-mind- 
ed? Isa mau ''insane" because he builds 
a home, diligently labors to provide for his 
‘other half" and children? Of course love 
must necessarily sanctify any matrimonial 
or free-love alliance. Could lust sanotify 
it more? Is not **love" the theme of the 
poet, the plet of the novelist, the back- 
ground of the artist, and the forte of the 
musician? and without ''love." would not 
all these be a lost art? I understand that 
you are married ; if so, was Mrs. Badge- 
pin foolish enough to accept the undivided 
devotions of an **insane" man? 

When a noble-hearted woman will hero- 
ically withstand the brutal assaults of a 
drunken husband—will go down in the 
gutter, and implore him tearfully to not 
touch it more—is she ** insane" for so en- 
during and endeavoring.to lift him from 
a lecherous life ? 

H you advocate lust theories, contrari- 


Batter open, 


poet, and philosopher is 
only human, therefore fallible, as the 
Pessimistic observation demon- 


wise to the geueral concaption of ‘‘ love,” 
think what influsuces will 
around coming ganeratious, during the 
period of prenatal life and afterwards? Is- 


be thrown 


8 home a home where the ties of affection: 


and love is not? In my estimation, love: 
educates the brain and ennobles the heart. ` 


Without love, our progeny would be lust- 
brats, and as a consequence, equally as: 
criminal. Where is the sense in producing: 
such progeny ? 

If love is a **species of insanity," I sin- 
cerely advise every youug man and woman: 
to forthwith court ‘‘insanity” for their 
life’s health and happiness. If I am mis- 
taken, I honestly believe I am advocating 
a noble and praiseworthy cause. Such a 
cause fires the patriot’s heart, aud he will 
lay down his life if need be. 

Freethinkers everywhere should set a 
shining flame of love before their less lov- 
ing Christian brothers. As Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER is such an able and impartial fo- 
rum for the agitation of advanced ideas, I 
ask you to extend me a hearing. 

Yours f or a life of love, 
Omas. D. McBnrpz. 


Mr. Ep:rron: The remarkable effect 
which my observation has had on the mind 
of Mr. McBride is wholly unexpected by 
me, I submit that Icould not hav fore- 
seen that it would lead him to a baby’s 
grave, to a field of battle. and to ‘‘a re- 
treat for the feeble-minded.” I know that 
Isaid nothing about maternal grief, which 
your correspoudent appears to hav had iu 
view in drawing his picture of the infant 
lowered into its damp aud otherwise un- 
sanitary place of repose. I must deny 
having tried to discourage noble-hearted 
women from withstanding the assaults of 
husbands in a state of inebrietv and tear- 
fully advising them to swear off. If a wife 
thinks that a husband who falls into the 
gutter is better than none at all, she will. 
‘exercise the right to,zo down there after 
him. Again, I hav not deprecated the 
sentiment of patriotism, though I hold 
‘that dying for a problem is a poor way to 
solve it, and that a man who will forfeit 
his life to maintaiu any government as yet 
established is afflicted with an excess of 
enthusiasm. These being the varieties of 
emotion cited by Mr. McBride to illustrate 
the po of love, and none of them being 
the one I had in mind when I wrote the 
sentence that does not ‘‘ pleasantly meet 
his approval,” I am not harassed by any 
felt obligation to discuss them at length. 

To tell it just as ıt is, Mr. Editor, I am 
forced to distrust the analytical powers of 
Mr. MoBride’s mind. I am afraid, too. 
that he has not made the question in hand. 
the subject of protracted thought. I am 
convinced that his letter might be im- 
proved by judicious revision. In the first 
place, if he is addressing myself, as in the 
argumentativ part of his communication 
he is apparently doing, why that stately 
salutation to E. M, Macdonald, truth seek- 
ers, otal? Unless I am the party hailed as 
Et Al, where do I come in as a second per- 
Son singular? Why are the Editor and 
his constituents examined on a charge that 
is brought against me? I wonder if it is 
a fact that Mr. McBride thinks in words 
having the same initial. It would seem so 
from such combinations as ‘‘tally my tab,” 
‘folly of their fanaticism,” ‘‘ octopus or- 
thodoxv," ‘‘perused the pointed puns,” 
and so forth. Or is this done for effect ? 
If the latter, then I shall be doing him a 
favor iu apprising him that the effect is 
bad. His work is too coarse. ‘* Apt allit- 
eration’s artful aid," in. his case, is not 
aot, it is the opposit of aid, and there is 
no urt about it. It has been invoked to 
the neglect of sense, as in the case of 


the octopus, for there is certainly some- 


thing incongruous in the conception of a 
devil-fish as a dogmatist, as there is also 
something ungrammatical in the use of 
the plural pronoun in the same sentence, 
Skipping to other places, I would ask 
if ‘‘argus-eyed monster” is approved 
diction in Samoth, Ill. What is the mat- 
ter with ** hydra-headed?" What sense is 
there in the following question: ‘Is not 
‘love’ the theme of the poet, the plot [1] 
of the novelist, the background [! !] of the 
artist, and the forte [can he mean motiv? 
of the musician, and without ‘love’ woul 
not all these be a lost art?" All what?— 
the poet, the novelist, the artist, and the 
musician ? They are the subjects of the 
inquiry, but they cannot with propriety be 
called an art. Does Mr, McBride mean to 
ask whether poetry, etc., would not be lost 
arts, or whether the agents, the poet, eto., 
would not be lost artists? The thing act- 
ually lost, if it ever existed in his mind, is 
the meaning of Mr. McBride. The only 
tangible thing he has advanced is his sub- 
scription. 

Criticism is more grateful to me than 
verbal compliments, for the reason that it 
is more likely to be deserved and often has 
the appearance of greater sincerity. SoI 
thank Mr. McBride, and in taking leave of 
him venture to hope that he will cultivate 
habits of clear thinking. G. E, M. 


662 


THE TRUTH 


SEEKER. 


(OcropEr 12, 1895 


@hildren’s @orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fal? 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day's occupations 
“That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Land of Dreams. 


Over the River of Drooping Eyes 

Is the wonderful land of dreams, 
Where lilies grow as white as snow, 
And fields are green, and warm winds blow, 
And the tall reeds quiver, all in a row— 

And no one ever cries; 
For it’s a beautiful place for girls and boys, 
And there's no scolding and lots of noise, 
And no lost balls or broken toys— 

Over the River of Drooping Eyes 

In the beautiful land of dreams. 


Over the River of Drooping Eyes 

Is the wonderful land of dreams; 
There are horns to blow and drums to beat, 
And plenty of candy and cakes to eat, 
And no one ever cleans his feet, 

And no one ever tires! 
There are plenty of grassy places to play, 
And birds and bees they throng all day. 
Oh, wouldn’t you like to stay 

In the beautiful land of dreams? 

—Chicago Interior. 
— b— 


Some Popular Errors About Snakes. 
TI. 


In a recent number of the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner ‘‘Rene Bache” says, 
** For what purpose does the snake rattle?’ 
is still unsolved.” This is strange, to put 
it mildly. But if the readers of the Chil- 
dren’s Corner will ‘‘stay with me” I think 
we can solve the problem. That the rattle 
is a great disadvantage to the snake in his 
encounter with mankind is true, but so is 
any conspieuous habit of all other animals. 
But with everything else the rattle is of 
great advantage, as everything is careful to 
keep away from it. A horse once bitten 
never forgets it, and the progeny of a bit- 
ten animal is said to be more sensitiv to 
snakes and rattles than others. Not long 
ago, close by, while reaching under a bush 
with & pick to loosen some gold-bearing 
gravel, I heard a rattle, and I assure you I 
did not stop there to discuss the tariff, 
silver, or design theories. Yet what could 
the poor snake do when I returned with 
some rocks and a sharp shovel? But in 
the case of & horse, cow, coyote, dog, or 
other animal, the rattle was all he needed 
to make him victorious, and as long as he 
stayed where he was they could not harm 
him. There is every reason to believe that 
a rattlesnake never rattles when he strikes 
anything he intends to eat. He bites only 
to get food and protect himself. His sup- 
ply of venom is, probably, limited; if he 
had an unlimited supply he could afford to 
bite without rattling. I presume the 
greater number of rattlesnakes never bite 
anything, only as they want it to eat, inthe 
whole course of their lives. They need 
the venom to paralyze, with poison, rats, 
mice, birds, rabbits, prairie dogs, and 
other creatures they liv on. When for 
any reason his stock of venom gets low his 
chances for food sre diminished. The 
rattle is his ‘‘bluff,” and does him just 
as well or better than if he bit three or 
four animals or people a day; and as he is 
honest and means just what he says when 
he says, ** H-r-r-3-r-gs-r-r-s-r,” which inter- 
preted means ‘‘ Get away! git! or I'lI—" 
He commands the respect (although he 
has not yet succeeded in getting the love) 
of all who come in contact with him. This 
disposes of ‘‘ why does he rattle?” The 
sound of a large one is something like a 
child’s small rattle moved very swiftly. 
Sometimes he bites without rattling. Some 
years ago I saw a little boy, near Fort 
Worth, ‘Texas, who was bitten that way 
while walking in a garden path; the snake 
—nearly three feet long—eaught his big 
toe and held on until the boy got to the 
house before he was shaken off, tearing the 
skin and flesh to the bone, I think the 
snake meant to swallow the little wigeling 
toe, and forgot to take in consideration 
that the rest of the boy was fastened to it, 
Six days after I saw the boy on horseback 
five miles from home, not much worse off 
than many boys with badly stubbed toes, 
They put turpentine and tobacco on the 
wound, This was a standard remedy in 


the Boston mountains in Arkansas and 
Northern Texas at that time. I hav given 
turpentine internally to my own horses 
and other stock when I suspected snake 
bites and always with gratifying results. 
But I do not wish to be understood as in- 
dorsing it unqualifiedly, as I do not know. 

The latest discovered antidote is hypo- 
dermic injections- of strychnine. But I 
think turpentine given internally and ap- 
plied externally should be experimented 
with by those who hav the facility; but, 
possibly, it is too simple, and has not the 
elements of greatness, like remedies that 
either kill or cure, and require the skill 
and knowledge of & doctor. However, if 
this article induces experiments with the 
remedy stated by competent and responsi- 
ble parties, more wil hav been accom- 
plished than I expected whenI commenced 
writing. 

The pain from rattlesnake bites is said 
to be terrible by those who hav been 
bitten. A great many never fully recover. 
A man here this spring was bitten eight 
years ago. He is lame, and hasa running 
sore from it. Many cases prove fatal. 
The rattler is not formidable on open 
ground. I knew a large family, nearly all 
girls, traveling overland from Minnesota to 
the Southwest, across the ‘‘Sand Hills" of 
Western Nebraska, where there were as 
many rattlers a few years ago as I ever 
saw anywhere. At first the cry of ‘‘ rattle- 
snake" would cause a squealing and a 
stampede of all the girls, but in six weeks" 
time, an eleven-year-old girl swinging a 
bridle by holding to the headstall, killed 
one while the family sat down to a camp- 
fire supper, the others scarcely getting up 
** to see the fizht;" the comment running 
about like this: * Oh, I could hav killed 
him in half the time!" **Now, she had 
better be careful!" ** Why didn't she hit 
him when he started to run the first time?" 
This shows how easily we get accustomed 
to necessary dangers. The tactics of these 
girls was to get the snake to retreat and 
then hit him with the bridle-bit as stated. 
So many bridles had got broken that or- 
ders were given not to use any more bridles 
in snake encounters. One day one of these 
girls stepped on the neck of a rattler with 
her bare foot, as he lay, after a shower, 
half way out of a hole sunning himself. 
That gave them all a cautionary shock that 
lasted some time. It is also well to men- 
tion that that summer was very cool, and 
it seemed to me the snakes were more 
clumsy on that account, and consequently 
more easily conquered. It also made them 
come in sight more frequently to sun them- 
gelvs. 

Once, while I was a soldier in the United 
States army, and we were marching up the 
Gila river in Arizona, one of our lieuten- 
ants cut off the head of a very large snake 
with his sword. The father of a large 
Mexican family of strolling players from 
the state of Chihuahua, * Mexico, who were 
camped near by, took the snake saying, 
“ Muy bueno, bueno.”+ Some of the old- 
er soldiers said the Mexicans were going 
to eat the rattler. I went with others to 
their camp and they had it cut up into 
pieces (skinned) frying in pans. There 
were some very pretty girls in the party, 
but the thoughts of those beauties getting 
on the outside of that hideous rattlesnake 
sent a chill through me, And when, at 
night, they played the guitar and sang 
sweet songs of love in Spanish, I was con- 
tent to stay in camp with no beauty to 
contemplate except that afforded by a 
government blanket branded U. 8. in the 
middle. No grace of limb, nor charm of 
voice, nor flash of love-lit eye could rid 
me of the thought that inside of it all 
stuck a piece of rattlesnake, 

The readers of the Children's Corner 
willall go to bed now, and if they don't 
dream of **seraphims whose footfalls tufted 
on the velvet floor," I am not to blame. 

H. G. 


*Pronounced Chee-wah-wah. 


;Mus wano, wano; signifies very good, 
goo 


— .,— 
He Hit the Kaiser. 

One day last winter the German emperor 
and empress, while out sleigh-riding, came 
across three little boys in the Thiergarten 
who were so busy snowballing as to over- 
look the imperial couple’s approach until 
quite close, and then chance had it that 


-out that she didn’t like the meat. 


one of the snowballs hit.the monarch on! 


the nose. = 

“Did it hurt you, Herr Kaiser?" asked 
the little culprit, in so anxious a tone 48 to | 
set emperor and empress both laughing. | 
** You can hit me,” resumed the little fel- 
low, ‘and we'll call it square." At which 
there was more laughter. 

The emperor took the"boy’s address, and 
next day sent him a comical memento of 


the incident. 
— a 


What the Little Folks Are Sayiug. 

The parson (meeting Johnny, who is 
just returning from a swim): ‘‘Johnnie, 
can you teli me where little boys who 
bathe on Sundays go to?” Johnnie: ‘‘Aye. 
You come slong with me, and I'll show 
yer.” —Judge. 

** My tooth aches awful," said Willie. 
** Don't think I'd better go to school to- 
day." ‘‘No, you needn't go to school. 
I’ll take you to the dentist instead," said 
his mother. *'I think—I guess I—I'd 
better go to school after all," rejoined 
Willie. “The tooth aches, but it don’t 
hurt any."— Harper's Round Table." 


The indignant father raged and stormed 
over the dinner. Little Mabel had cried 
«€ Why, 
you ought to giv thanks," cried the out- 
raged pater. ‘‘ When I was a boy I de- 
lighted in crusts, and never used sugar." 
The little one thought à moment. ‘* How 
thankful you must be that you are now 
living with mamma and me!" she lisped.— 
Philadelphia Call. 


— — 


Book Notes. 


The Review of Reviews says of W. H. 
Maple's *No Beginning, or the Funda- 
mental Fallacy :” **The old idea of a 
*ereation out of nothing,’ which was taught 
to 8 good many of us when we were young- 
sters, is—to use 8 familiar expression— 

‘about played out.’ Mr. Maple’s thesis is 
very well sustained in so far as it com- 
bats that idea. He employs the resources 
of both logic and scientific discovery in a 
convincing and commen sense way, and 
ought not to offend the feelings of the 
most orthodox who is willing to argue hon- 
estly." Price of ‘‘No Beginning," $1. 
Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER. : 


An Ounce of Prevention 
is cheaper than any quautity of cure. Don't give 
children narcotics or sedatives. They are un- 
necessary when the infant is properly nourished. 
as it will be if brought up on the Gail Borden 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 


Paper, 416 pages, 15 centa. 
Cloth. (octavo), 375 pages. special to rosders of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, , prepaid 
Boud for descriptiv catalogue of edenborg’s 
works. 
American Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union: New York. 


SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 


Right Liviug. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Oloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Libera) Romance 
12mo, 800 pP., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., 81 25. ` 


The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-book ever issued. 

l-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
ms heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
rosted covers; 4to. 224 pp.. boards. 
Address, THE TRUTH BEEKER oo. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse 


A.short story that will interest children and 
parents. 


By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx CAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS, 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Pies. nanar, 95 nanta: cloth, 75 nante, 


Correspondence Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the age of 20t0 30. Had some experience in book- 
keoping. Address M. 

ata) care Truth Seeker Office. 


Correspondents Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between : 
the ages of 20 and 40 years. Address L. C. I., care 
Truth Seeker office. 10687 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to Paus 
clo-ely regulate and reiurn watches 2d or 8d 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
"wanted in every town in the United States where 
‘watches are butchered instead of restored Many 
are now making money but maut more can make 
money easy by Sending me the work of their 
friends and neighbor:. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, etc. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Designer of 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ | The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 


IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Í 


venir Spo^n, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


SAW MMMM MMMM 


COLUMBIAS—They almost fy. 


IETING wont cure you z 


` Neither 


Hartford, Conn. 
BRANCHES: 
BOSTON 
NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PROVIDENCE 


BUFFALO 2-cent stamps. 


zm 


ZRRARRARRA 


Bicycling will. 

All you need is to get out doors 
and let the tonic of rapid motion 
put new blood into your veins 
and tissues. 


Or a HARTFORD, $80 $60. 


Boys’ or Girls’ Hartfords, $50. 


Get a Columbia Catalogue. ree at 
any Columbia agency ; by mail for two 


AARAU 


will medicine. 


Buy a... 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as “ Eye-openers," in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. a 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
ý Tener or Q ristians red H. Clay 


zodi 
Apostles of ees ror Holyoake... ..... 
The Bibl e ‘God Disproved by! ature. W. E. 


Bible. OB ide olds MM 
Esther. A S Word of G of sae 
Passes as the Inspire Word of God..... 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. F. Max Muller..... 
Gonstantinie the Great, Porto riog the Ini- 
uity of the First Christian Emperor. 
PEOBLODI e axe sere axi qua dE sen vs 

The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
This is the statute under which. Mr. J. 

. Wise is now indietsd for sending a 

yerse e trom tho Bible through thé mail.) 


Oharles Watts. 3 
The ouod Deity. Charles Watts. . 
The Ohristian Faith. 200 anestions Without 


garis E E R NT 


The qepini "Babbáih. John E Remsburg.. : 


Christian Scheme of Redemption, OC. Watts. 
The Ohurch and Education. Anti-Jesuit..... 
The Church and Freethought. 
BUGIneE E tra eee xaX XIUE E REELIEA 
Congress pnd Bunday Laws. (Shall the Mails 
pped on, unday?) By the Editor 

be mer ruth Seeker..............-e eee 

The Constitution and Holy Dayo and Holi- 
days. SP ER: EEEE ei V 


Dae a Due pill hers. . RATES 
Danielin the Lion's Fen. D. M. Benneii..... 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 

Austin Holyoake.................. esee 
Decadence of Christiani nity Wort bua dE ard Ka cue 
The Decline of 


niverse? ustin Holyoake............ 
Doubts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 
incere Ohristian 


ism. H. Brigham 
M of Israel's God. 
ssays on Miracles. Davia Ei ais ais EVO Se 
Father, Son, & and, Hol phost ost. TI É Longshore 
The Fear of D Bennett........... 
Foundations. Er a Byphers....... ceci 
Free Spegoh and Free 
Few Words bout the Devil. Chas. Bradlaugh 
. Freethought and Mod. Progress. Chas. ans 
The Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besant... 
German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann.. 
The Gospal of Christianity and the Gospel of 
Freethought. Annie Besant ............ 
Has Man a oul? Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
Heaven and Hell: Where Situate: ? Austin 
lolyoàke............ e see epet ne 


occurrence. Sons 
Is There a God? Charles Sane h.. 
If You Take Away My Religion What Wili You 
Give Mein Its Stead? H, B. Martin, M. Di 
Is America the New World? L.L. Dawson.. 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher Line en aae radaa s 


Ingersoll on McGlynn 
eT we Endure: Their Cause and Cure 


J Bt an Botte J e E Pomsburg. 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Peden 
Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
Large or Smali Families? A. Holyoake. . 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Paralleling that 
of Jesus Ohrist..... ...........eeeseeese 
Logic of Death: or) Why § poem the Atheist 
Fear to Die? Holyoake ....... 
The Logic of Life by dd from the Prinoi- 
ples of Freethougnt. G. J. Holyoake.. 
Ludiorons d Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 
Liberty a and Morality. Moncure D. Conway. 
erty of Priuting. Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 
Literature of the Insane. F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
"Manna." Orthodox Desoriptions of How 
' People are off in Hell...................... 
Materialism and Orume. BF Underwood.... 
Moral Value of theBible. Chas. Watts........ 
oody’s Sermon on Hell. A Oriticism of Re- 
vivalDootrine........... eee eene 


nie Besant. ET 
New Life of Abraham, Oharles Bradlaugh... 
ew Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
ew Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh...... . 
New Lite of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh......... 
New Life of Moses. Oharles Bradlaugh....... 
The New Faith. J.L Stoddard...... Pr SANE. 
"The New Age. W. ell. ineeie 
‘The Old Religions and the New. W 
- On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant. 
‘On Prayer, Annie Besant..................... 
On the he Religio us Education of Children. 
Annie Besant. Written during her 
Transition from Obhristianity.......... 


BOFO isie eeckeeses isi svn entuanavackoxe ene " 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg.. 
lea for Impartial Taxation. 8B Duryei, ? 


iia the Bible. qish dozen.. 
Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
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Myth and Miracie. 


Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
ion of the People. 
Protestant Persecutions 
Questions for Bible Worshipers............... 
The Beton of Witchcraft to eli gion. À. C. 


The Religi ion of Humanity Better than Eter- 
al Punishment, M 


Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 
* Origin of Sabbaths.”) By the Editor of 


TheTruth Seeker................... esses 3 
A. G. Humphrev..... 2 


Revivalism Examined. 
A Remarkable Book A Review of Greg" 
Creed of Ohristendom. H. W. Doug a8 


in Canadian Sp: orator bixepvirvexW i i aw 1 

The Sate Side. HB Brown..................-- 2 
Science and Bible Antagonistic. Chas. Waits, 3 
Secular Prayer. Mun He oake...... cee | 


Secular Responsibility. 
The Stage and the Pu it? s Robt G Ingersoll. 
Superst: tition d Displayed. Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 


Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 1 


E Boid ce of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 
Saspet'a Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


Talk wi h the Four Evangelists. E Wood- 
Thoughts on Atheism. ‘Can Man by Search- 
jing Find out God. Austin Holvoake... 3 
The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 10 
The True Basis 9f Morality, Annie Besant., 2 


ginie THE ROTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


NEW BOOKS 


= }ROB'T G, INGERSOLL 


The Field -Ingersoll Discus- 


Sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 

"replied to by the person addressed. 
Allour older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they neue 8 con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 


troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
When the Field-Ingersoll Oon- 
troversy closed in the Worth Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub. 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Oolonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can. produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Price, 25e. 

This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 


This lecture is a consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Ool- 
one] Ingersoll’s orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 


The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETIE PLACE, New York. 


Charles Bradlaugh. 1 
wanes Cobbett.. 1 


Babcock. .......... 10 
Religi of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 


THE WOMAN’ S BIBLE. 
Part I of «The Woman's Bibe” is Now For Sale 
IT IS A PAPER BOUND BOOK OF 125 PAGES, 


Part I Consists of Commentaries on the Pentateuch, by Members of the 
. -“ Revising Committee.” 


REVISING COMMITTEE. 

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, ELLEN BATTELLE DIETRICK, 
REV. PHŒBE H4NAFORD, LILLIE DEVEREUX BLAKE, 
OLARA BEWIOK COLBY,,. MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE, 
REV. AUGUSTA CHAPIN, REV. OLYMPIA BROWN 
MRS, MARY A. LIVERMORE. - MISS FRANOIS ELLEN BURR, 
MRS, MARY SEYMOUR HOWELL, MRS. CHAPMAN OATT, 
MRS. JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, - MISS HELEN H. GARDENER, 
MRS. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, MRS. CHARLOTTE BEEB IERODE 
“MRS. SARA A. UNDERWOOD, MRS. LUCINDA B. CHAN 
MBS, CATHERINE F, STEBBINS, MRS. M. LOUISE THOMAS 

MRS. LOUISA SOUTHWORTH. ; 


‘SOME PRESS S COMMENTS: 

We have read some of the passages of the commentary prepared for the ** Wom- 
an’s Bible” by that very accomplished American woman and Biblical student, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. They are a great deal more satisfactory than many of the 
comments upon the same texts that we have read in other and more pretentious 
commentaries. 
—[Editorial New York ‘‘ Sun." . 

If the Revision Committee continue this style of exegesis, we venture to predict 
that there will be sensations in the religious world such as no mere man of our time, 
= Miren n nor Colenso, nor Beecher, nor Briggs, has been: able to arouse, —[N. 

The chapter published from the advance sheets of the ** Woman's Bible” last week 
very naturally created a widespread sensation. The ** Woman's Bible” promises to 
be an important contribution to the literature of Holy Writ.—[N. Y. ** Recorder.” 

The announcement that the proposed ** Woman's Bible” will soon be published 
has stirred up many of the clergy. The work will be simply a commentary on cer- 
tain portions of the Bible relating to the status of women.—[N. Y. “ Tribune." 

An association of **up to date ” women is engaged in making a new translation of 
the Bible. This is great news.—['* Charivari,” Paris, France. © 

The ** Woman's Bible" is a translation by a joint committee of American and 
English women and is the most serious labor yet undertaken by the women's rights 
leaders.—[Albany ** Evening Journal.” 

The Sisterhood of Advanced Women has decided to take a bold step toward the 
complete emancipation of the sex. It has long groaned under certain implications of 
servitude contained in a few passages of scripture, and has, therefore, determined to 
abolish these disabilities by publish ing a ** Woman's Bible."— —[** Pall "Mall Gazette.” 

The most marked step in this iconoclassic direction is the movement to publish 
the ‘‘ Women's Bible.” It is being prepared by some of the good and advanced 
women of the day, who are met iu their many reforms with the stubborn arguments 
of some of the passages of the scriptures that tend to justify low ideals. Their aim is. 
to omit the immoral “teachings of the Mosaic law and all the unwholesome passages, 
Expurgated editions of the poets there have been, but it remains for the ingenious 
new woman to devise an expurgated edition of the Bible.—[ Minneapolis ** Times.” 

The new ‘‘ Women’ 8 Bible" is one-of the remarkable productions of the century. 
— [Denver '* News.” 

The theological world of Chicago is thoroughly stirred by the announcement, 
published in the 7imes- Herald this morning, that Elizabeth Cady Stanton and nearly 
& score of colaborers in the persons of distinguished women, will undertake a revision 
of those portions of the scriptures dealing directly or indirectly with the relative 
positions of man and weman, and will publish the result of their labors in 8 new 
Bible, which is to be known as ** The Woman's Bible. —[Chieago ** Post.” 

Price, Fifty Cents. 


Address European Publishing Co., 35 Wall St., New York city. 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


$8225; - B250; - B275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The v.lume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most ‘artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime." 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Grorae Steck, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sranor Fasrani, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” | 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is our 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offer 
them to TRuT& Sreexer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Ohi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & KENI Atchison, Kan. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER and The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and ‘nur SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl. 50c. more. Address THE TRUTH SEEKHBRH. 
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Mrs, Stanton’s interpretative remarks are often shrewd and sensible. - 
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Gems of P hought. im m Pamphlets at Low Prices. 


Or all deceivers who hav plagued the 
world, none are so deeply ruinous to hu- 
man happiness as those impostors who pre- 
tend to lead men by a light above Nature. 
—Logan Mitchell. 


Ox the Sunday and every other day 
every man has a right to do everything ex- 
cept injure others or disturb the general 
peace. If he is interfered with in that 
right he is bossed too much. —JVew York 
World. ' : 


To the mass of the people nothing is so 
costly as thought. The fact that, taking 
the world over, ninety-nine people ont of 
a hundred accept the creed to which they 
were born, exemplifies their mental atti- 
tude toward things at large. Nearly all 
of them pursue mechanically the routine 
to which they hav been accustomed, and 
are not only blind to its defects, but will 
not recognize them as defects when they 
are pointed out. And the reluctance to 
think which they show everywhere else, is 
shown in their dealings with children.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


Tar teaching of the ‘‘Sermon on the 
Mount” is immoral. ‘‘Take no thought 
for to-morrow, what ye shall eat, or what 
ye shall drink, or wherewithal ye shall be 
Clothed.” This injunction, so at variance 
with a'l economy, prudence, and wisdom, 
is uttered, not once incidentally, but three 
times. It constitutes the passport of the 
indolent tramp, the voucher of the im- 
provident sponge on society, and the sense- 
Jess excuse for the beggar. No wonder 
the mythical Jesus '* had not where to lay 
his head,” if he acted as he preached. He 
did not deserve any.—A, S. Hudson, M.D 


WnaT effect will logic hav upon a relig- 
jous gentleman who firmly believes that a 
god of infinit compassion sent two bears 
to tear thirty or forty children to pieces 
for laughing at a bald-headed prophet? 
How are such people to be answered? 
How can they be brought to a sense of 
their absurdity? They must feel in their 
flesh the arrows of ridicule. So Voltaire 
has been called a mocker. What did he 
mock? He mocked kings that were un- 
just; kings who cared nothing for the suf- 
ferings of their subjects. He mocked the 
titled fools of his day. He mocked the 
corruption of courts; the meanness, the 
tyranny, and the brutality of judges. He 
mocked the sbsurd and cruel laws, the 
barbarous customs. He mocked popes and 
cardinals and bishops and priests, and all 
the hypocrits on the earth. He mocked 
historians who filled their books with lies, 
and philosophers who defended supersti- 
tion. He mocked the haters of liberty, 
the persecutors of their fellowmen. He 
‘mocked the arrogance, the cruelty, ihe 
impudence, and the unspeakable baseness 
of his time.—Jngersoll. 


NrzeanLY twenty-two centuries ago, in 
pitless mockery, the savage triumphant 
Brennus, the leader of the marauding 
Gauls, shrieked out the above words [** Vo 
Victis ”], as he flung his heavy sword into 
the scale already unduly pressed earth ward 
by the false weights with which it was piled. 
And the vanquished Romans, with sullen 
brows and unwiiling hands, heaped on the 
gold eoveted by the greedy Gaul But 
thousands of years before Brennus spoke 
or ever the pillaging Gaul began to ravage 
the nations of Europe, ** Woe to the Van- 
quished!" was the cry heard in every re- 
gion and corner of the earth. Ever since 
life showed itself upon the globe, the fierce 
struggle for existence began, and fhe cease- 
less strife continues to be waged in undi- 
minished violence and fury. Vee Victis! 
Woe to the vanquished, and for the victors 
survival, until that time comes (and come 
it must, Sooner or later) when those better 
fitted for the cruel war of extermination 
march upon the battle. field. The rocks 
tell the story; tell of the ruthless fighting 
that has been in the eons of the past. No 
cry for mercy is ever answered, no quarter 
js ever given, in the savage battle of life. 
One generation goes off the scene and 
another generation comes on; one type of 
being disappears and another takes its 
place, bat it is ever, ‘‘Woe to the Van- 
quished!" In the rocks we see the monu- 
ments of the life that was before us, and 
we read, “ We lived, we fought, we died. 
We conquered, and others made room for 
us; we were overcome, and we gave our 
places to others. So will it be with you!” 
Their joys, their sorrows; their hopes, 
their despair; their dreamful, watchful 
sleep, wearier than our waking hours—all 
these things are forgotten, unrecorded. 
All we know is that it was ever ‘* Woe to 
the Vanquished!” And over all this havoc 
and misery and incessant warfare, the 
Christian’s Bible teaches that a loving God 
sits ** enthroned above all hights,” icoking 
down complacently upon the work of his 
hands, and deeming it good, and listening 
enraptured to the song which the morning 
stars sing together, and whose weird 
Chorus is “Væ Vietisl"— Winnipeg, in 
Secular Thought. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly ior 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian WHo had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Obristians 
gener H C Luse. R 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FOR CRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israa! W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic B. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE URCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

FIRSC€ EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teacn- 
ers of the former *68i D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 

ress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n's 
Fraternal attacks on Spinal m. 

THE GLORY OF IN-IDEL'TY. To 
which is added à poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliant lectures. 
Every, Christiaa who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, " What Has Intidelity Done?” shouid be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. . 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS, Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLER ATION 
A disenssion between Col Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
thatthe rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. f 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fiuence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
ofthe New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the WP H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
tbat man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and throngh him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—tne image van'shes." 
This pamphl t, therefore, is a consideration 
of what 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 


and Births, "he Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- | 
is- 4 
Copernicus and Kepler, { 


hamm d, The 
covery of America 
Charles Darin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, She Fail of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins iration, Tue Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment Day, ious 
Evasions, * No B ble, No Ciyilization;” Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, [he Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, ¥ter- 
nal Punishment, Some “ho Are Damned, 
What 1 Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 


Destruction of Art, The D: 


ind of a God man should make. | 
! s arch 


\ WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


on the famous text, “The Clergy know that I 


know that they do not know. 
PERSONAL EXIS TENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L R. Smith. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon, FREDERICK Doveusss and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL On the Decisin of the 
United States Court that the Oivil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 

. occupies 88 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
| as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 

Hel » Gardener’s bright: st efforts. 
THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. . 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

THE ROARING LION ON THE TRACK, 
One of M. Babcock’s comical sermons. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 


Widd combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evi tence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimical to chastity virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FRÓM A MATERIAL- 
ISPIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Resear-hers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for tne promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bung t'e Nurembure Collection. with 
specim: ns from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
Guorge E. Ma donald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, denvered on the one hun- 
dredth's auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Transla'ed by James Parton,author of the 

f of Volta‘re. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth +, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. . 

WAS CHRIS’ CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierhower. A lewyer’s con*ideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. : 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of ‘‘hri-t’- alleeed acs whi^h would lead one 
ta that conciusion. T.K Washburn 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nsm. 
T^e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it hav^ bee» called for The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The I3ea' 
ard the Real Not Dead, bnt Living, Frui- 
tion, Hone, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, an4 tne short po: m so often 
recited with great effect by Oharles Watts, 


G ve Us Light. 

WILL THÉ COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr £8 at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman’s 
Subjugation, The Canon Law end lts Fffacts 
pou H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactorcf Woman «nsan H Wiron 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before tue Woman Suffrage As- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for & dollar. 
Address THR TRUTH RREKER, OO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh, 


ft will 

Corner 
the 

Parson, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


400 ras 200 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Bome Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, | ` 
Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, . . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


yin ione f Deborah 

e Campaign o eborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Bamson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God’s Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city, 
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* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim Oo] 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if & man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Oolonel's millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men." A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IwcznsoLL's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Inezrsoxt, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IncrnsoLr's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and. 
Sehopenhauer's Essay. 25 cents. 
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Net for Parsons. 


s You are accused of seeking cheap no- 
toriety."  **It isn't cheap,” protested the 
Rev. Mr. Howlout; ‘I hav to pay full 
rates for getting my sermons printed. 
They won't even giv me the usual minis- 
terial discount."— Indianapolis Journal. 


Tas is how a minister introduced a 
visiting parson to his congregation: ‘‘ Our 
brother will now address you. His sub- 
ject is ‘Hell,’ of which he has made a 
special study for years. Indeed, I may 
say he knows all there is to be known 
about it, for he seems to hav been specially 
fitted for it." 


GrirBugRT PARKER recently encountered a 
Canadian bishop whom he had known in 
his boyhood. The bish^p pompously in- 
quired: “Ah, Gilbert! and are you still 
writing your—ah -little books?" Mr. 
Parker answered promptly: ‘‘Yes, bishop. 
And are you still preaching your—ah— 
little sermons?"—Judge. 


A MxrHopisT clergyman had finished 
reading the scripture lesson in a week ?ay 
prayer meeting recently held in a New 
Jersey village. Looking out over the 
.meager audience, he asked Mr. Smith to 
start some appropriate song. Mr. Smith 
thumbed over the leaves of his hymn-book 
and began in an unknown key: ‘‘I love 
to steal"— This was clearly wrong and 
the leader stopped to take a fresh hold 
lower down the register, and again sang 
out: “TI love tosteal"— Again he stopped 
short. He could not get the right pitch. 
Some of the younger persons present tit- 
tered and giggled. Smith's face was red, 
and the perspiration was beginning to 
ooze from every pore. Mopping his face, 
he made one more effort to grasp the 
proper note, fairly shouting: ‘‘I love to 
8teal"— The clergyman with solemn mien 
arose, and, glancing at the now hopelessly 
confused Smith, said: ‘‘I am very sorry to 
hear it, brother. Will Mr. Jones kindly 
lead us in prayer?" 


AT THE PEARLY GATE. 


Hard by the gate, the turnkey Peter 
Sat in his easy chair, : 
Where he could catch each anthem’s meter, 
And look down the golden stair; 
For to that pond’rous pearly portal 
Great hosts of pilgrims come, . 
There many a sanctimonious mortal 
Sues for a harp and a home. 


Well, as he sat in the light of the city, 
As he for ages had sat, 
Mourning, perchance, with a glimmer of 


pity, 
That daylight so long should grow flat; 
Silent a spirit, all battered and gory, ` 
Just from the murderer's hand, E 
Stood there, a candidate ready for glory, 
Fresh from a safe Bible land. 


Brought then a cherub a roll of writing 
That Peter the turnkey took; 

** This,” to the spirit in voice affrighting, 
He said, ** is thy life's long book. 

Oft hast thou succored thy helpless neigh- 


Or 
And cheered on his way thy friend, 
Of purity, truth, and kind love's labor 
Full were thy days to their end, 


“But Doubt grew strong iz Faith’s fair 
garden, 
Trust vanished before Research; 
Never 8 prayer came up for pardon, 
Thou never wert seen in church!" 
Paused he no moment his sentence to 
onder, 
Tightly the portal he jammed; 
‘Thy home is the region of darkness 
yonder, 
Hasten thee hence and be damned." 


Scarce had he gone when a ghastly mortal 
Up from this mundane speck _ . 

Clambered and stood at the turnkey’ 

portal . 

With a hangman's rope on his neck. 

**No record of thee hav we," said Peter; 
“Thy life is as hell’s black pit "— 

‘(The anthem of heaven waxed sweeter and 

. 8weeter— > 

A parson had counted a hit.) 


“ Bat thou, in the day thy life was ending, 
Took thought to save thy soul, __ 

And died on the arm of faith depending, 

` "Thy faith hath made thee whole!” 

The angel host drew near to meet him, 
And welcome to heaven its own; 

The elders sage sped forth to seat him 
On his burnished golden throne. 


Their harp- strings rang to a song victo- 
-rious : 
For this new-born sun of night; 
They sang till the ring on his neok grew 
glorious, 
“Of such is the City of Light." 
Oh, be good and true, and doubt, Ipray 
you, 
Lest heaven be yours as well; 
Through life and death take this to stay 


you, 
You are safer twice over in hell. 
-— Walt A. Ratcliffe, in Secular Thought. 


NEW EDITION. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Revised and greatly Enlarged. A Hand- 
some Quarto, containing over 
400 pages. ` 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
by. admiring friends as a rare personal souvenir. 

o help itserve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, 
with autograph fac simi.e, has been prepared 
especially forit. Inthe more elegant styles of 
binding it is eminently suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season or occasion. 


CONTENTS: 
Oration delivered on The Christian Night, 
Decoration Day, 1882, My Choice, 
before the G. A. H. yt 
at the Academy of Imagination, 


Musi+,N. Y. Science. 
A Tribute to Ebon O. If Death Ends All, 
Ingersol ere and There, 


A Vision of War, 


At a Child’s G ave, Jiberty, 

Benefits for Injuries. Jehovah and Brahma, 
We Build, ‘The Free Soul, 

A Tribute to the Rev. Life, 

Alexander Clark, Tribute to Henry Ward 
"The Grant Banquet, Bze ‘her, 
Apnstrophe to :nberty, Tribute to Courtlandt 
A Tribute to John d. Palmer. 
Mills. The Brain, 

The Warpand Woof, ‘The Sacr.d Leaves. 
Tne Cemetery, Origin and Destiny. 
Originality, What is Poetry? 

Then and Now, My Position, 

Voltaire, Good and Bad, 
Lazarus, f The M raculous Book, 
wh-tis Worship? Orthodox Dotage, 
Humbold:, > "rhe Ab litionists. 

God Silent, - Providence, . 

Alcohcl, TneManCh-zist, . 
Angu. te Comte, The Divine Balutation, 
Th Infide!, At the Grave ot B ;nja- 
Napoleon min W. Parker, 

The Republic, Fashion and Beauty, 
Dawn ot tne New Day, Ap strophe to Science, 
Reformers, lizar Wright, 

The Garten of Eden, ‘The Imagination, 
Thomas Paine, No Respecter of Persons 
The Age f Faith, Abraham Lincoln, 
Origin of Religion, , The Meanin. of Law, 
The U -pardonable Sin, What is Blasphemy? 
The Olive Branch, Some Reasons, 

Vree Will, Selec.ions, 

The King of Death, Love, 

The Wise Man, The Birthvlaceof Burns 
Bruno, i Mrs. Ita Whiting 
Tne Real Bible, Knowles, .. 
Banedict Soinoza, Art aud Morality, 


Tha First Doubt, 


. Tribute to Roscoe Conk- 
The Infinite Horror, i 


ling, : 
Trib.te to Richard H. 


Nature, n 
Nighta 4 Morning, Whiting, 1 
hs Ounfliot, Mrs. Mary H. Fiske, 


Death of the Aged, Horace Seaver. 
The Oharity of Extrava- The Music of Wagner, 
vance, eaves of Grass, 


Wom'n, Vivisection, 
The Sacred Myths, The Republi 3 of Medioo- 
Iuspiration 


rity, 

Religions Liberty of the A Tribute t2 Walt Whit- 
1ble, " 
The Laugh of a Child, i 


In cloth. beveled boards, gilt edge’, $2.50; half 
morocco, gilt edges, $5; half calf, mottled 
edges, library Style, 84.50; tuil Turkey 
oracco, gilt, exqui«itely fine, 

$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
possible finish, $9. 


Bent to any address, by express, Prepaid, or mail 
post free, on receipt of price. 
A Cheaper Edition from same 
plates, good paper, wide 
margins, cloth, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Offioo. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an [ufinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
`- Beneficent. : 
III. I? There Were One He Conld Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egre ioniy Blow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Berve No Use, 
‘hey Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Hiegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomv and Design. 
VIL. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinot Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketoh of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price, 15 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place. NY. 


Address 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Torse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo 
logical terms. Price, % conta. 


FREETHINKERS 


2 e Church Kobbing the People. 
3 i Thanksgiving. 

6 " Babbath Laws. 

34 d Ohildren 2nd the Church. 

10 bs Woman and the Church. 

6 The Chureh and Thomas Paine. 
4 be Studies in Natural History. 

8 ^ The Bible and Science. 

ji t" The Clergy and Their Flocks. 

1 s Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 » The Atonement Scheme. 

4 = The Lord and His Works. 

2 ks Prayer. 

10 * The Creeds. 

1 " Christians and Mohammedans, 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothin 


PICTORIAL TEXT-B00K, 


SHOWING 

THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 

OHNT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 


STATE. 
1 8 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
i WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS GP 
l FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PUOKTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


Missionaries. 

The Lord’s Instruments, 

Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
Ys Church and Blavery. 


H represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 


iests and Politics. 

eland and the Church, . 
Church's idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Heflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


$228835353525228 
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Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- 


Address WEE TERNI GRRE. 


NO “BEGINNING,” 
OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
** Creation" or “ First Cause" of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“ This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording that even 
the uulearned can uaderstand, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one oi the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.” —THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1898. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 

Prick, $1; POSTPAID. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A OOLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools. 


and the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.~ 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


is not in magic potions, ‘‘specifics” 

GRUT Or electric olap-trap, b 

: WISDOM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH, 

Toate y manintgin e and resa dd 
and regain i 

byreading the mostcomplete hook of 


married cr who ever expect to be 
The last edition has 1,000 Pages, 
3 colored charts of vital organs, 
wood cuts, 21 chromoseshowing 
@ origin of life—development of man. 
M APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
Only $1.50 by Mail; Citeulars Free. 
Address inj) RIH strani 


28 Lafayette Place New York. 
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| POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
and expenses, Lady or 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
y 
Gent. Samples free, 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5809, Boston, Mass, 
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cured, & 
p adress for 
Mi ten cents, Sealed in & plain envelope, 
giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
s plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Oute 
ward Applicetion—a positive cure—the only reme 
edy of the kind in existence —with evidences of suc 
com. t DR. R. P. FELLOWS,’ | 
fag where you saw this adver. - Vineland, IX. de 


NOW READ THIS! 


Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years, and his remedies are 
an^utgrowth of tbis long practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted. ` 
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WHAT THE MERCIFUL JESUS PROPOSES TO 
And shall cast them into a furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. —Mat. xiii, 41, 42. 


JY owe of the (Deck. 


Becorr CoLLEGE has opened its doors to 
women on equal terms with men. 


Tur Republicans of Massachusetts hav 
renominated Frederick T. Greenhalge for 
governor. 


E GzoncE W. N. Yost, the inventor, died 
in this city on Sept. 25th. He was sixty- 
four years of age. 


A coNTRAOT has been signed for the lay- 
ing of a new ocean cable between Brest, 
France, and New York. 


Ex-SzNATOR Mamone, of Virginia, died 
of paralysis, in Washington, D. C., on the 
. 8th inst., aged 69 years. 


E Tuerz hav been 700 deaths to date from 
cholera in Tangier, Morocco, and forty 
per day are reported at Tetuan. 


Tux new constitution of South Carolina 
will absolutely forbid divorces, refusing 
even to recognize those granted in other 
states. 


B Tue Spanish warship Cristobal Colon 
was wrecked during a storm on the coast 
of Cuba. She was one of the blockading 
fleet, The crew escaped. 


Rozert Crozitr, who was presiding 
judge in the Walker-Harman trial at Os- 
kaloosa, Kansas, in 1886, died of paralysis 
at Leavenworth on Oct. 2d. 


Tur Empire Theater of London has been 
granted an unconditional license. It was 
shut last year through the efforts of Mrs. 
Ormiston Chant and others. 


Tux directors of the Southern Exposi- 
tion at Atlanta refused bya large adverse 
majority to entertain H. H. Cabiniss's mo- 
tion to open the Exposition on Sanday. 


AT the laying of the corner-stone of a 
church at Lorain, Ohio, on Oct. 6th, a 
platform gave way and one child was 
kiled and more that twenty persons in- 
jured, ten it is believed fatally. 


Tax Massachusetts Democrats hav nomi- 
nated George Fred Williams, ex-Congress- 
man, for governor. The American Pro- 
tectiv Association was denounced by reso- 
tion, a8 it was also by the Republican con- 
vention. 


Tne Republican representativ conven- 
tion for the counties of Pocahontas and 
Humboldt, Ia., has just adjourned (Oct. 
5th) without making a nomination. It has 
been in session since July 16th, and 7,137 
ballots hav been taken. 


Tur congress of Social Democrats of 
Germany met at Breslau on Oct. 6ih. 
There was a large attendance. In his 
speech Herr Bebel denounced the policy 
of Protection, which he declared was bol- 
stered only by capitalism. 


Tax Chicago Great Western Railway 
now furnishes to the passengers on its lim- 
ited trains between Chicago and Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul copies of six dailies, 
three illustrated weeklies, and eight 
monthly magazines, and they may retain 
the papers if they desire go to do, 


In three hours after it convened both 
houses of the Texas legislature passed an 
act forbidding pugilistic encounters and 
bull-fights. The act contains an emer- 
geney Clause, so that it goes into effect at 
once, thus preventing the Corbett-Fitz- 
simmons fight, 


HsaumMar HzomgTH BovzsEN, the Nor- 
wegian novelist, died suddenly of heart 
failure at Southampton, Long Island, on 
Oct. 4:h. He was born at Fredericksvoern, 
Norway, Sept. 23, 1848. He came to the 
United States in 1869, and his works were 
written in English. 


Tue riots in Constantinople resulted in 
eighty deaths. They grew out of the re- 
fusalof the authorities to receive a peti- 
tion from the Armenians. The foreign 
men-of-war acting as guard chips hav been 
ordered to moor in the harbor for the win- 
tor in order to protect foreigners in case 
of need. 


** PorE LEo received over a million sym- 
pathetic letters and telegrams last Friday 
—the twenty-fifth anniversary of Rome’s 
spoliation by the Infidel brigands,” says 
the Catholic Union and Times, having 
in mind the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the occupation of the capital of Italy by 
tho troops of Italy. 


Manvet Romero Rusio, Mexican Min- 
ister of the Interior since 1877 and father- 
in-law of President Diaz, died on Oct. 3d 
from an operation for the removal of a 
cancer. Next to Diaz he was the most 
prominent man in Mexican affairs. He 
was born in the city of Mexico, and was 
sixty-eight years of age. 


Tue South Carolina Constitutional Con- 
vention has adopted a clause forbidding 
the marriage of a white person with a per- 
son having any Negro blood, but rejected 
an amendment offered by a Negro delegate 
providing for the punishment of any white 
man who should associate outside of mar- 
riage with any woman having Negro blood. 


Mazron Buaox was reélected to Congress 
for the Tenth district of Georgia at the 
special election held Oct. ist. Black and 
Thomas Watson were opposing candidates 
for Congress at the last regular election 
and Major Black was declared elected, 
Mr. Watson charged fraud and Mr, Black 
challenged Mr. Watson to go before the 
people again, which was accepted, 


Tus reports from Cuba are conflicting 
as usual The Spaniards report a seven 
hours’ battle, in which 3,800 Cubans and 
1,600 Spaniards were engaged. The for- 
mer were routed with a loss of two killed 
and two wounded, while the Spanish loss 
was four wounded! The Cubans report 
that their General Sanchez dashed into 
Santa Clara one day last week and carried 
off a large supply of arms, ammunition, 
and provisions, 


TuE Cuban Provincial Delegates hav 
met, issued a declaration of independence, 
adopted & constitution, and elected a per- 
manent government in place of the pro- 
visional one with Masso at the head. The 
new government is composed as follows: 
President, Salvador Cisneros (Marquis of 
Santa Lucia), of Puerto Principe; vice- 
president, Bartolome Masso, of Manza- 
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RIGHT LIVING j 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. ` 


By SUSAN H. WIXON,. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considsring from a)rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to bes 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Glory of ‘Infidelity 


WITH A POEM ON 
‘Thomas Paine 
By SAMUEL P, PUTNAM, 


This is one of the best of Mr. Putnam’s works, 
and no Freethinker or Infidel should be without 
it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 


10 cents & copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TROTA STTS? CO 
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nilo; war secretary, Carlos Roloff, of 
Santa Clara; foreign, Rafael Portuondo, 
of Santiago; treasury, Severa Pina, of 
Santo Espiritn; interior, Santiago J. Sani- 
naries, of Remedios; general-in-chief, 
Maximo Gomez; lieutenant-general, An- 
tonio Maceo. 


THE THE 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. ddress 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


TWO DOLLARS FOR ONE 


“THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ” 


The only paper published for the young that is 
free fromsuperstition. One year 50 cents. Six 
monthe, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Little 
Freethinker has been enlarged and improved 
and is now » paper Liberals may be proud of. 
I'l send Little Freethinker, Foote's Health 
Monthly, and The Mayjlower Magazine one 
year. the Home, a ET story paver, and twelve 
fine flowering bulbs of ditferent kinds, all for $1. 
ddress ELMINA D. SLENKER, 
4L41 Snowville, Pulaski county, Va. 


ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


THE TRUTH SEBEER, 
28 Lafayette PL, New York 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 conta, 


Price, 5 cents. 


PROHIBITED IN CANADA. 


A Journal of Freethought and. Reform. 


Vol. 22. No, 42, | PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } New York, Saturday, October 19 1895. 1 28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux Trurx SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSORIBER OFFER: 


7o any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'REETHINKER’S ProronrAL Text-Boor, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prorormu1 Txxt-Boox. 

The pictures in the FREETHINKEB’S PIOTORIAL 
TTzxr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s | 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 
state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, istory, Statistics, 

and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Heston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 


giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Ohildren and the 


Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2;- Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 
This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not. now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rrvz DOL- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make & 
strong effort to obtain it. - The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
& copy of this most wonderful volume. —Zreethinkers? 
Magazine, — d 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism, He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, ' 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o: 
right and truth, But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and. the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


‘Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book and he 
paper for one year. 


658 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[OCTOBER 19, 1895 


—À'—À 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


WITH 
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TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


ann 


For $6.50 we will send Tux Teruras SEEKER one year ($3) and S. P. 


‘Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). 


Large Octavo, 1150 


pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 


race, It reveals Freetho 
and political movement. 


ht as an intellectual, moral, Laon 
t shows what Freethought is in itself, 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 


social, industrial, 
how manifold are 
** Four 


HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 


most shining advance. 


Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
i progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book, It contains the great- 
] est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
` TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


: Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at reenlar rat 
SPECIAL 


OFFER ! 


12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
“£0UK HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FUR HER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselver, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


ONIN 


^ 


For $5 we willsend Tax Taurzg Saexer oue year ($3) and “Paine’s 


great Works Complete "($3). 


This edition of Paine's works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz TaurH Sxzzxzs one year ($83) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Terors SenreR one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 


For $4.50 we wil send Taz Taura Szrkz& one year ($3) aud “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Taz Teora Sxzkx& one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Taz Trura Szzxer one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura Serre one year ($8) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


exe, The Freethinker s Badge-p 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and Tae TRaUTE 


EEKEB one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


Will be sent for $4 75. Sugar Spoons and ''RUTH SEEKER,. $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spocn 


gilt bowl, 500. more, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 

of the following, to which we call atten- 
.tion, as enabling our readers to 
` deat for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities 
.with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. "5cents. - : 
.English: Pastanu Present By Richard Chene- 
yix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 
. Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
; Laing 7% cents, 
Formation o_Veszetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
-, habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. S 
: Science and Crime, and Science and Poew y, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F E. 
: o books in one volume | 75 cents. . 
. The Land Question: Containing the History of 
. Land Holding in England, by Jo.eph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
> tribution of Land in England, by William 
- .. Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 
"Illusions: A Psychological Study. 
ly. 75 cents. 
Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Bir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
i numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 
Geo'ozical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.RS. 75 cents. 
Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
illiams, 
75 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonez J. ROMANES. 


A 8ystematicExposition of what may be termed 
the-Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
gervice to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fexsed naturalists 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
his conclusion regar;:ng the great subject of 
Design. to which the cturch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 

‘tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . .Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 

- view of the present generationiu a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place ha» taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new. and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy Godr 

strated Price, cloth, $2. 

: . Address,” THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAREER OF REL'GIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Sclence, 
By HUDSON TUITLE. 


This book is a stud- in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas. onchin. aU f :m. o religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
sud reliability o1 the Christian religion. E 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in raper and 75 cents in 

‘cloth to 25 cents in BP 350 cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


By James 


F.C.S. Two books in one volume 


get a good. 


Researches in Oriental History, | 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Editton 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ters. 

Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. | nes 

Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. 
Part irt hanes Came the Aryans? Five chap. 
ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth. price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. ?8 Lafavette Place. New York Citv 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


.For Her Daily Brea is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. ‘lhe authoris also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his. 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 

„tO the Religion of the Future. Oloth.81. | . 

fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Jignificance 


of its Rise and Pecline. Cloth, 81 


" 81. 
Physical Education ; or, The Heslth-Laws 
[o 


Nature. Cloth. 81. 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Coutribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus ' 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth Di 
dresa — THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


etam ben 


Works of W. H Burr, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
commeut. 40.000*0ld. Price. 15 ceuts. 

Snnday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike | 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. ; 
Byron Sunderland D D.. in 1871. Price. 200 


Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 


pere could not write. eto. Price. 20 cents. 


Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins ? Second 
edition. enlarged. with best .ikeness of Paine 
Price. 10 centa. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M..D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius aud Casos Price, 5 cents. 

iddress THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Place, New Xork. 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time. 
Some with massiv deed and great, 
Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette PL, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Hreidenker-Bidyer. 


Wir haben folgende SBitder in 
deutfdjer Sprache, welde fehr berühmt find: 


,, Die Zrrthümer 9tojes, ^" 
Eine Pritifhe Veleuchtung des Dentateud) im 
fidt der modernen Weltan: 
{hauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion nnd Stirdje am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 
"Moderne Gotterdimmernng, '' 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wunder und Wunderthater, "' 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents, 


,, Glaube nnd Seruunjt, ^ 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des römifd-tatolifhen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzofifdhen überfebt von 
Fraulein Unna Mnovp. 

301 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
flarem Dru. Unfere deut{chen Lefer 

follten fie weit verbreiten. — | 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

into 


Snpernatural Religion. An inquiry 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on_ the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Enieritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, ‘The Reigion of Deism 
Common Sense, ‘I'he Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pagés, 8vo. 
eon $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Batan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. I describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism. Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
thelatter goce Bia pe being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten iu prison ut Albany. In cloth. $3 per vol- 
ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
1n morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called "The Truth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


" A good book written with a purpose.” 
Prina 28 nanta. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 
BAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn B ok? 


Do your children learn these beauti: | ongs o 
Tennyson. Whittier Longfellow. aud » Aert: oets 
and sing them in your homes, maki ig iem bape 
py and bright ?—Smunp ror a copy -G:aen clot 
vilt title. 4^ renta’ half homnd 9k + p> 


The bible and Evolution, 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable hook the London *'Free- 
thinker” say+: “It is by ‘ar the best production 
of Mr Moss’s pen. aud we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-bo^k of the subject. The 
manner ix good and the stvle is bright. The 
reader is carr1 d along oa an ea-y-flowine stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 60 cents. 
THH I5U'T b SBEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Nawas. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot a regular subscriber. 


The Christian Statesman and the Christian Re- 
former, in their current issues, indorse the action 
of Postmaster-General Caron of Canada in exclud- 
ing Tue Trurs Srzxer from the mails. This was 
to be expected, but the editors of these organs of 
the God-in.the-Constitution party go further and 
demand the total suppression and stamping-out of 
Taz Trota Szrxrs, not only by excluding it from 
the mails, but by prohibiting its publication; and 
the state and general government are called upon 
to take measures to that end. We shall attend to 
these gentlemen next week. 


We giv in this issue the first installment of 
a long paper by Joun Peck, entitled “Zhe Old Story 
in Plain English. With Notes and Comments.” 
Our readers all know Mr. Peck and know that he 
writes vigorously and hits hard. It would not be 
. a bad idea for those who hav Christian friends 
amenable to reason to send them a trial subscrip- 
tion to Taz Trura Sxzxzr for three months, to 
include the issues of the paper containing these 
articles. It costs but half a dollar. 


_A Craze That Is Endemic Among Christians. 

Our readers hav heard of the Holiness people 
and their camp-meeting at Indian Spring, Georgia, 
where they prayed that God would interpose to 
prevent the arrival of an excursion of the Uniform 
Rank Knights of Pythias, from Macon, a part of 
whose entertainment at Indian Spring was to be a 
dance on a large soale at the hotel. The Holiness 
folks regard dancing as the abomination of abomi- 
nations. Well, as it happened, the excursion train 
was wrecked, with disastrous results. The Holiness 
people accepted this as a direct answer to their 
prayers. A correspondent of the Macon Zelegraph 
writes from Indian Spring that he heard a young 
preacher say: 

‘©The railroad authorities are in no way to blame for 
the accident. Close examination has shown that the 
track was secure, the machinery perfect, and no mistake 
of judgment on the part of officials was made. It was 
God who did it, and did it for a lesson, too. Every dol- 
lar taken from the road for wounds will be ill-gotten 
gain, for the accident was a rebuke to worldliness by the 
Divine Power.” 

The correspondent asked another man, “Are you 
not sorry for the trouble caused by the wreck?” 
The answer was, * God's will be done, and blessed 
be his name.” The Macon News hea an editorial 


on the subject, under the head, “Are They Crazy ?” 
and it concludes that * They," the Holiness people, 
are crazy. If they are crazy, then all Christendom 
was once crazy; for all of Christendom believed, 
nothing doubting, that God would answer prayer 
and would send his judgment upon all who diso- 
beyed him and upon the nations whose rulers were 
wicked. If the Holiness people are crazy, then the 
National Reform Reform Association is crazy, from 
private to commander-in-chief, for they hold and 
proclaim that the financial convulsions, the forest 
tires, the floods, the drouths, the labor troubles, 
and all the rest of our afflictions are God’s judg 
ments for our national shortcomings, the violation 
of the Sabbath being particularly provocativ of 
divine vengeance. They further declare that if we 
do not mend our ways and do on Sunday as the 
Covenanters want us to do, our nation will be wiped 
out by the besom of heavenly revenge. The Holi- 
ness people at Indian Spring hav excited the indig 
nation of their fellow Ohristians of Georgia because 
they were so tactless as to say what they believed 
right among the friends of the injured and the 
members of the order to which they belonged. It 


is not always safe to charge God with “judgments”. 


of which your powerful neighbors are the victims, 
even though those neighbors themselvs hold to the 


abstract principle that he will smite the unright- 


eous. They feel such specific charges to be impolite 
reflections on themselvs; for of course they are not 
the unrighteous, and the Holiness folks should hav 
perspicacity enough to know it.’ In the course of 
its comments on the incident, the JVews says: 


“We do not wish to argue their peculiar religious. 


views with them, for all people of intelligence, regardless 
of sect, consider them absurd and disgusting, but we 
would point out to them the cowardly, contemptible, 
hideous side of their nature when they attempt by prayer 
and fasting to make God commit such a crime as the one 
they charge against him. . The inhuman wretch who 
might draw a spike or place a orosstie on the track 
would be promptly and rightfully lynched, and yet these 
holiness cranks would attribute an act equally heinous 
to a merciful heavenly father. What a frightful, wicked, 
heartless creature must be the God they worship, and 
how unworthy the homage of these sanctified souls—the 
earth’s purest and heaven’s own; loaned to us but a little 
while that a few bright rays of holy light might flash 
from their sacred bodies and shed its benign influence 
over a benighted world. We recognize the impossibility 
of caring for all of these imbecils, but the worat of their 
number should be confined, or else some effort should be 
made to restrain them and prevent any display of vio- 
lence.” 

Now there is nothing “peculiar” about the Holi- 
ness people’s belief that God will answer prayer 
and visit his judgments in this world upon the dis- 
obedient. Every Christian is bound to believe that 
prayer is heard and answered and that the lives of 
the wicked shall be cut short. The only peculiarity 
of the sect mentioned and of the Covenanters is 
that they still avow their belief in special judgments, 
and this is probably because they are not so en- 
lightened or are more sincere than other Christians. 
It is indeed true that if a man. had been caught 
wrecking the Macon train he would hav been 
lynched, and yet Georgia Christians keep right on 
worshipirg God, but this is because they are illog- 
ical. If there is a god who knows everything and 
does everything, he knowingly wrecked that train, 
just as surely as if he had answered the prayer of 
the Holiness people by drawing a spike cr placing 
a crosstie on the track. There is no possible essape 
from the conclusion. Predicate an infinit God, and 
you assume that he brings evil as well as good upon 
the children of men. For other Christians to call 
their Holiness brethren “imbecils” and demand 
their confinement because they really believe the 
Bible, is unfair and unkind. 


Christian Brotherly Love. 

. There is just now much newspaper discussion of 
the possible dismemberment of the Turkish empire 
in Europe. The Christian nations are all eager for 
slices of the land of the sultans. The partition 
somewhat generally agreed upon by the newspapers 
is this: Bulgaria will hav a part of Macedonia, and 
Austria & strip through to Salonica. To Greece 


-will go Epirus and the islands of the Egean; France 
wil appropriate Syria, and Russia will absorb Ar- 


menia. Italy will take Tripoli. The Sultan is to 
be retired to Asia Minor, having for his capital- 
Broussa or Konieh. Some of the editorial prophets 


think that Constantinople will be a free city, while 
others are convinced that it will be assigned to some 


weak power, presumably Bulgaria. The Bosphorus 
and Dardanelles, it is assumed, will be made free 
to all nations, through international agreement. 
All this seems easy enough on paper, but, as the 
New York Zimes pertinently remarks, the business 
is not settled yet and is not likely to be soon. 
There are many difficulties to be surmounted first, 
such as the control of the lines of railway extension 
from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf, Rus- 
sian communication with the Indian Ocean, the 
control of the Kurds, a new Arab caliphate, and 
the possession of Jerusalem. All these are delicate 
and important diplomatic questions, but the one of 
greatest present moment and interest is the occu- 
‘pancy of Jerusalem. In this connection the Zimes 
BAYS : 

“ Ever since the final andes of the Holy Places by 
the Turks there has been the keenest strifa batwaen the 
different Christian churches in Europ» and Asia for the 
strongest ioflasnca at Jerusalem. One» result has been 
the establishmeut of communities of monks and. priests 
of the Latin, Greek, and Armenian churches, as well as 
of the Opts, Jacobites, and othars. T'asss hiv derived 
their income chiefly from the throogs of pilgrims, and 
henee any place or position that might prova attractiv to 
the superstitious peasants has b3en eazerly sought and 
often fought for by tha royal hierarchies. The contests 
arising in connection with the Easter ceremonies, which 
hav risen to such a pitch as to require the presence of 
Turkish troops to keep order in the Holy S3pulcher, hav 
long been a scaudal to Caristendom and an object of 
the most suprem» contempt to Islam. A modus vivendi 
has indeed baen arranged, and Greeks, Roman Catholics, 
Armenians, and. others are somewhat held in check, but 
it is still true that the jealousies and rivalries continue, 
and areas intense as ever, if leas obtrusiv. Any advan- 
tege gained by one becomes im mediately a source of vex- 
ation to the others, and it not infrequently is the case 
that the various embassies at Constantinople and the 
courts of Europe find sume of their most diult ques- 
tions arising from the petty squabbles of priests over 
some newly discovered relic.” 


The sword that Jesus came to bring, as he is re- 
ported to hav declared, has never been sheathed 
through all the Christian centuries. The Zimes 
says that“ one of the most potent influences which 
led to the Crimean war” was a disturbance raised by 
the quarrels of Roman Oatholic and Greek priests at 
Jerusalem. Such quarrels and disturbances are 
chronic manifestations of Oaristian love. “So long 
astheruling power is alien or non-Christian,” contin- 
ues the Zimes, these troubles can usually be settléd. 
«It is, however, scarcely possible for any one of 
the churches interested to permit a rival to gain 
the supreme advantage.” Hence the present 
dilemma. Palestine geographically belongs to 
Syria, and in Syria France has claimed since 1860 
to hav a prior right as against the other Christian 
nations. It is asserted that the popes hav long an- 
ticipated the coming of the time when French rule 
would giv them the control of the “holy places.” 
France has much influencein Aleppo and Mosul, and 
both places are centers of Roman Catholic activity. 
On the other side is seen Russia, jealous of the ex- 
tension of the Latin power. The Russian peas- 
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antry and priesthood, slavishly submissiv under the 
grossest political and social tyrannies, are yet almost 
sure to make trouble if to Rome is given the city 
of Solomon. The Times quotes a gentleman said to 
be thoroughly acquainted with the situation who 
daclares that * were the ezar to permit France and 
the Roman Catholic church to get control of Jeru- 
salem, his people would tear him from his throne.” 
This religious jealousy and hatred may seriously 
affact the stability of the Franco. Russian alliance. 
S » far as the return of the Jews to Jerusalem may 
be thought of as a possible solution of the problem, 
it is generally conceded that Russia would rather 
leave the Turk in possession, such is the bitterness 
of Christian feeling against the countrymen of the 
Ohristians' “ savior.” 

* Peace on earth and good will to men " certainly 
did not accompany the advent of Christianity, and 
it is fortunate indeed for the world that Obristians 
hav spent and continue to spend so much of their 
strength in fighting each other. Their quarrel- 
someness and their vindictiv intolerance would else 
hav crushed out the last vestige of human liberty 
and justice. May their internecine bickerings mul- 
tiply and hold their atterition in part until they be- 
come civilized enough to respect the rights of their 


neighbors. 
z PET RT 


The Silversmiths of Canada. 

“Sirs, ye know that by this craft we hav our 
wealth. Moreover, ye see and hear that, not alone 
at Montreal, but almost throughout all Canada, 
Taz Trura Szexer hath persuaded and turned away 
much people saying that they be no gods, which 
are made with hands and minds; so that not only 
this our craft is in danger to be set at naught, but 
also that the temple of the great goddess - te. Anne 
de Beaupre should be despised, and her magnifi. 
cence should be destroyed, whom all Oanada and 
the world worshipeth. And when they heard these 
sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, say- 
ing, Great is Ste. Anne de Beaupre of the Canadi- 
ans.” 

According to the story in the nineteenth chapter 
of Acts, when Paul and his companions came to 
Ephesus and preached that the images made by 
men were not gods, one Demetrius, a silversmith, 
who made silver shrines for the temple of Diana, 
and to whom and his fellow craftsmen the worship 
of Diana thus brought “no small gain," called to- 
gether the “workmen of like occupation” and ha- 
ranged them in the manner set forth in the fore- 
going quotation. The situations at Ephesus and 
in Oanada differ chiefly as regards the names of de- 
ities and places. The Ephesian craftsmen, like 
those of Canada in a later age, at once set about 
suppressing the miserable iconoclasts, the heartless 
villains who had the audacity to preach a doctrin 
that might reduce the revenues of the image-makers. 
They seized Gaius and Aristarchus, the companions 
of Paul, and rushed with them to the theater. 
“And the whole city was filled with confusion; 

Some therefore cried one thing, and some 
another; for the assembly was confused; and the 
more part knew not wherefore they were come to- 
gether.” So it is in Canada to-day; the majority 
of the people do not understand why Tur Teruras 
Szexzn is shut out of the mails; some say that it is 
blasphemous, others that it is indecent, others that 
it is scurrilous, and others approve the exclusion 
simply because it is excluded. The silversmiths, 
the priests, alone know why Caron has issued his 
edict; they alone know what they want and how to 
get it; it is ¿heir craft that is threatened, their 
wealth-getting that is in danger, their soft places 
that are jeoparded. They are the true successors 
of the silversmiths of Ephesus, who of all in that 
surging mob imprecating Paul and his fellow- 
preachers knew what the trouble was and what they 
were after. The reader of this will the better per- 
` eeive the exact parallelism of the two events when 
he reads the stories of the thronging pilgrims and 
ihe * miracle cures" at the shrines of Ste. Anne de 
Beaupre and St. Donat de Montcalm, which stories 
he will find on page 665, following the vindictiv 
fulminations of the Zrue Witness and the Repre- 
sentative. There is too much money for the church 
in the shrine industry and related enterprises for 


the priests to sit quiet while Tue Tura Szxxzz dis- 
perses the fogs of ignorance and superstition in the 
darkness of which only is it possible for such indus- 
tries to be profitably conducted. “Sirs, ye know 
that by this craft we hav our wealth.” Such an 
argument is absolutely irresistible when addressed 
to priests and their lay henchmen who hav no com- 
prehension of or repect for liberty of thought and 
freedom of expression. This fully explains Caron’s 
despotic order. 

To return to the scene in Ephesus: “And Alexan- 
der beckoned with the hand, and would hav made his 
defense unto the people. But when they knew that 
he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of 
two hours cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians.” So when Tux Trutas Szexer and its friends 
and the friends of a free press and free mails would 
make their defense, the whole mob of priests and 
their dupes, Oatholic and Protestant together, led 
by the Zrue Witness, the Providence Journal, the 
Christian Statesman, and the Christian Reformer, 
recognizing in the pleaders for fair play the hated 
Freethinkers, lift their voices in a frenzied and in- 
terminable chorus of “Great is the god and great 
are the saints of the Christians; down with the 
heretics; shut that blasphemous paper out of the 
mails; forbid it to be printed; imprison the editor 
and the artist; set up the Inquisition once more, 
for our craft is in danger.” 

It is complained that Taz Trova Srexer is 
“scurrilous” and “disgusting” in its letter-press 
and illustrations. The Zrue Witness and Catholie 
Chronicle professes to be surprised that we should 
doubt the alleged fact of our own scurrility. It is 
much to be regretted that the paper with the long 
name did not see fit to set us a better example; it 
should hav given us an object lesson in the amen- 
‘ities of journalism; as a supposedly obedient disci- 
ple of “the Lord” it was its duty to turn the left 
cheek to us for a blow after we had smitten it upon 
the right, instead of striking back so viciously. In 


connection with our paper we find such choice ex- 


pressions as these: ‘ Abominations ”; ‘ diabolical 
publication"; “ boorish ignorance"; “blasphemous 
language”; “criminal sheet”; “miserable and vulgar 
representation"; « infernal piece of  vileness ’; 
“audacity”; “insolent and false”; “abominable 
depths”; “mind that is entirely perverted.” If 
the postmaster-general of Canada were a fair- 
minded man and desired to impartially enforce the 
provision of the Post-office act that denies the 
privilege of the mails to “scurrilous” sheets, the 
Zrue Witness and Catholic Chronicle would now 
be going to its subscribers by express, charges pre- 
paid. Denunciation following persistence in un- 
founded statements after those statements hav been 
disproved by fair presentation of the facts and by 
honest argument, is one thing, but denunciation 
and vituperation wholly unaccompanied by any 
marshaling of facts or alignment of arguments is 
quite another. Tue Troura Srrxer has argued 
against the unreasonable dogmas of the Christian 
creed, it has denounced the intolerance and cruel- 
ties of the Christian church, and it has laughed at 
the frauds and fables of the Christian priest. If 
the postmaster-general of Oanada and his news- 
paper and pulpit backers are able to show tbat our 
arguments are fallacious, that our denunciations 
are based upon misapprehensions or misrepresenta- 
tions of history, that the alleged frauds are not 
frauds, that the asserted fables are historically and 
scientifically true, why do they not do it? There 
is no law denying them the right to the freest ex- 
pression; they lack neither money nor trained 
apologists. Is not the attempted suppression of 
Tae Taurn Seeker by an unjust law a full confes- 
sion that they are unable to answer our arguments, 
that they cannot deny nor explain away the facts we 
present, and that the more light that is thrown 
upon the frauds and fables the more fraudulent and 
fabulous they appear? 

The Mt. Forest Representative does. not beat 
around the bush in the least; it does not pretend 
that this paper is “scurrilous” or “disgusting”; 
it frankly approves its exclusion from the mails be- 
cause it is an Infidel journal, because it is, as is 
asserted, “a blasphemous sheet,” “one of Satan’s 
agencies for disseminating doubt." We -snould 


judge that the editor of the Representative is either 
a Oatholic or a Presbyterian; which, it would be 
difficult to determin from the sample we hav of his 
method of disputation. When talking about Tux 
TRUTH Serxer the representativs of these two 
churches use language so strikingly similar that 
unless we can see the label, we are at a loss to 
properly classify our critic. It is a pretty archaic 
orthodoxy that, in this age of the Higher Criticism 
and increasing enlightenment, talks of “Satan” and 
his wiles. Even where the belief in a personal devil 
yet lingers most Christians are a little reluctant to 
express their faith in his majesty, but the Negro 
camp-meeting exhorter, the Covenanter, and the 
Canadian Oatholic hav, equally with the Irish witch. 
burners, the courage of their ignorance. It is not 
strange, therefore, that the Zrue Witness and Mt. 
Forest Representative join with the organs of the 
God-in-the-Constitution party in the United States 


‘in the clamor for the extermination of Freethought 


papers. It is not remarkable that they are foolish 
enough to set a fire that, with a turn of the wind, 
would sweep into their own temples and sanctums. 
They are so blinded by prejudice born of their in- 
tellectual limitations that they cannot see that the 
freedom of the press must be maintained or the 
minority of each hour is at the absolute mercy of 
the majority of that hour. They are so sure that 
they are the custodians of the decrees of heaven 
that they are ready to precipitate upon the coun- 
try all the horrors of religious persecution. Thev 
are so confident of the power of truth that they 
dare not trust what they call the truth in a free and 
open encounter with what they denominate the 
falsehoods of Satan. Untaught by the mistakes of 
the past, uninfluenced by the progressiv impulses 
and hopes of the present, they look longingly back 
to the ages of Christian darkness when the new 
thought was the only warrant needed to stretch 
the thinker on the rack or chain him to the stake. 


The Sunday Question the Real Issue. 


Our Episcopal brother, Dr. Huntington, of Grace 
church, has come to the conclusion that the present 
issue in New York is not primarily either the en- 
forcement of law “as law," nor the suppression of 
the liquor traffic. Hear him: 

* No. The question really at the fore is the Sunday 
question. An attack is making upon the immunities of 
the weekly rest as those immunities hav been defined by 
usage and by Jaw. It so happens that in this particular 
case the hostil movement hes sprung up in the quarter 
known as ‘the liquor interest,’ and that is what is con- 
fusing people’s minds, but there are other points from. 
which the assault might just as naturally come.” 

“The question really at the fore is the Sunday: 
question”! So Taz TauvH Szexer has persistently: 
maintained, despite misapprehension, apathy, and. 
denunciation. “Rest” has been dragged in to se-. 
duce the “laborer”; “temperance” has been. 
dragged in to lead astray the friends of moderation. 
and abstinence; “morality” has been dragged in. 
to befool the lovers of purity, and “respect for law: 
as law” has been dragged in to deceive those who. 
might escape the other snares. But the fight is: 
really over the claim of the church to determin for 
men and women how they shall employ one seventh 
of their time. We are grateful to Dr. Huntington 
for pulling down the mask in the sight of the peo- 
ple. Sabbath laws are not needed to secure for the 
wage-worker a period of rest. They are not needed 
to promote the cause of temperance. They are not 
required nor are they other than hurtful when em- 
ployed ostensibly to promote morality. Their en- 
actment and enforcement serve only to make “the 
law” an object of contempt and hatred. Their one 
purpose and use is the glorification and enrichment 
of the church. The side issues cunningly brought 
in are what are “confusing the people's minds,” ag 
Dr. Huntington incautiously admits. 

“Dr. Huntington said the points he proposed making 
were that Sunday observance was no mere specialty of 
the Hebrew code, or the survival of discredited Puritan- 
ism, but was an essential and permanent feature of 
Christian morality. ‘lhe people of New York are living 
under Christian morality. Therefore, legislation which 
infringes upon the weekly rest should emanate only from 
the body with which sovereignty is lodged, and never 
become subject to a purely municipal control, or what ig 
popularly known ag ‘local option.’ ” 


Ocropzn 19, 1895) 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 661 


Which means that, while we hav a majority of 
Christians, we are to be forced to observe Sunday 
regardless of our opinions concerning sacred days 
and also regardless of the constitutional guarantees 
of religious liberty. It means that he, a Christian 
clergyman, discards the authority of the Bible and 
takes the holy day of the Catholic church for his 
Sabbath. It means that he identifies * Christian 
morality" and the decrees of Catholic emperors 
and councils. It means that he holds that the peo- 
ple of New York are in duty bound to obey these 
decrees of Catholic authorities rather than the laws 
framed in harmony with the Constitution of the Re- 
public. He totally ignores the. fact that the weekly 
holy day is of lunar origin, and that the week has 
varied in length from four to ten days. If we are to 
be compelled to observe Sunday because we “ are liv. 
ing under Ohristian morality," what becomes of the 
pretext that Sunday laws are designed as a secular 
protection of the secular rights and needs of the 
laborer? Finally, let no Freethinker or wage- 
worker fail to note that Dr. Huntington calls all 


tion an infringement upon “the weekly rest,” thus 
insinuating that the modification or repeal of our 
Sunday statutes would be an invasion of citizen 
rights, a complete inversion of the truth. 

Dr. Huntington says that. the people of this state 
are “living under Ohristian morality,” therefore 
the legislature alone should hav the power to liber- 
alize the Sunday statutes; the city government 
should never be permitted to make such alterations. 
What a non sequitur? It is impossible for a rea- 
sonable person to see any logical connection between 
Dr. Huntington’s premis and his conclusion. 

The people of the state of New York are living 
under Christian morality. 

The people of the city of New York are included 
in the people of the state of New York. 

Therefore the people of the state of New York 
cannot grant to the people of the city of New York 
local self-government as regards the observance of 
Sunday. 

Why not? If they can grant to the cities local 
self-government in some things, why not in the 
matter of Sunday laws? What has the alleged 
living under Ohristian morality to do with it? But 
it goes without saying that if the relativ attitudes 
of the two jurisdictions were reversed, if it were 
firmly believed that the large cities of the state 
would enact more stringent Sunday laws, while the 
state outside the cities was known to be averse to 
such laws and to hav a probable majority in the 
legislature, it would not take Sunday worshipers 


five minutes to find any number of sound reasons 


in favor of local self government for the cities 


**Tf this precious franchise be of God, man cannot sn- 
nul it. Ifthis protected circle was really scored by the 
finger of the Almighty, no temporary madness of the 
people can permanently efface it.” 

“If this precious franchise be of God,” what 
right has the church to enforce it by the arm of 
the civil law under a constitution that decrees the 
eternal separation of church and state? The belief 
that Sunday is a “franchise from God” is a re- 
ligious dogma and as such cannot be legislated 
upon by a secular state. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Speech on the ** Declaration 
of Independence ? and His * Vision of War.” 


For many months this speech has been out of 
print and unobtainable. By permission of the 
Colonel and his publisher we hav now put it into & 
neat pamphlet, with fancy colored cover, and a por- 
trait of the speaker. We hav included also the 
« Vision of War,” which many hav desired to hav in 
compact and cheap form to hand to friends. The 
price of the pamphlet is ten cents. The “ Declara- 
tion of Independence” is the centennial oration 
delivered July 4, 1876, at Peoria, Ill, and the 
“Vision of War” is an extract from a speech de- 
livered at the soldiers’ reunion at Indianapolis, in 
September of the same year, beginning, * The past 
rises before me like a dream.” 
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A Successful Skirmish. 

In our account of the contest in the Central 
Labor Union over the question of hand-raising in 
the installation of officers, we said that Mr. James 
McGill, the Freethinking delegate of the Plaster- 
ers’ Union, had ignored the pious custom when 
presiding officer of that Union. It was when he 
was presiding officer of the Building Trades Section 
of the Central Labor Union that Mr. McGill dis- 
pensed with the religious flummery mentioned. In 
other respects our narrativ was strictly correct. 
Now we hav the pleasure of announcing that at the 
meeting of the Central Labor Union last Sunday 
Mr. McGill was duly installed as an officer of the 
Union with “his hands in his pockets,” as the 
World puts it. There was sharp debate over the 
‘question. The Mercury tells the story in a few 
words ; 


** Delegate Hoadley, who was chairman of the meeting, 


you kindly inform us how Sunday comes to be a 
holy day for Americans? Did the Catholic church 
originate in America? We all know that it did not 
and that Sunday is the holy day of that church. The 
* Sabbath," then, as accepted by American Christian- 
ity to-day, is a foreign institution, and as it is such 
no appeal for it can be made to uson the ground of 
patriotism. And, Father Oleary, do you suppose 
that we are all so dull as to forget that, so far as 
your church is concerned, it is still foreign; that 
you get all your orders from a foreigner, and that, 
consequently, you are helping “to thrust upon us” 
the customs and beliefs of a foreign society—the 
Latin church? But more than this in regard to the 
Sabbath laws: Naturalized laymen of foreign birth 
hav equal citizen rights with naturalized and nativ- 
born priests, and they, equally with nativ laymen, 
may well resent the impudence of priests of all kinds 
who dare presume to say how the citizen may spend 


] of the chair. 
legislation that permits Sunday work and recrea-. alg eta 


of your ancestors were “Americans”? 


ruled that the matter had been settled by previous action 
and that the delegate should be pledged. Mr. Lloyd, of 
the Tin and Sheetiron Workers, appealed from decision 
Delegate Hoadley stated that his decision 
was based on the simple fact that the constitution of the 
Central Labor Union does not require any such action 
from the delegates -unless they choose to hold up their 
hand. The delegates sustained the chair by a very close 
vote, and the matter was settled finaly by Mr. McGill 
being pledged as a member of the grievance committee.” 

The attendance was small and the vote sustain- 
ing the chair was 13 to 12. Had there been a fuller 
meeting the vote in favor of the purely non-relig- 
ious affirmation would hav been more than propor- 
tionally larger The religious element is very 
bitter over its defeat. James McGill has done a 
gool work; he has established the fact that the 
Freethinker has the same rights in the Central 
Labor Union that are possessed by Christians, and 
he has helped make more general the knowledge 
that the law of the state, no more than the law of 
the Central Labor Union, requires any religious 
acknowledgment from witnesses, jurors, and offi- 
eials. One can affirm or swear, as he chooses, and 
he is not required to lay his hand on the Bible or 
lift it toward the sky. . 


Mur a e 1 o AND 
** Men never were and never will be on a universal foot- 
ing of equality in the social scale. The reason is obvious. 
Men are not born with the same intellectual or physical 
qualities, Some come into the world possessed of minds 
with great intellectual capacity, while others are born al- 
most into insanity. Some are created with bodies that 
will develop unsual physical strength; others, again, are 
weak and puny from birth. Thus it may be seen that 
some men, endowed at the outset of their experience 
with superior mental and physical qualities, are destined 
to succeed in a greater measure than their less fortunate 
fellows."— Archbishop Janssens, New Orleans. 

This is all very obvious, but it should be equally 
obvious, even to Archbishop Janssens himself, that 
the fact is an unanswerable objection to the doctrin 
of divine providence. If there exists an irremedi- 
able inequality in the capacities and consequent 
conditions of men, it inevitably follows, if Theism 
be true, that God designed that this inequality 
should exist, and hence it is folly to pray to him to 
undo his own work, even to the slight extent of 
making lighter the burden of some particularly pious 
saint. On the other hand, the naturist sees in this 
inequality, not the unalterable fiat of a god, but the 
result of different conditions of growth, and he 
knows from history, observation, and personal ex- 
perience that it is possible to greatly soften the 
fierceness of the struggle for existence and happi- 
ness. For him, there is always hope of improve- 
ment; for the logical Theist, there is none. What 
God has willed will be. Election and predestina- 
tion are the unescapable corollaries of the God idea. 


'* Foreign customs hav no claim to consideration on 
American soil. It is a pretty piece of presumption for 
the foreigner to tell the American people what customs 
shall prevail and haw the American Sunday is to be reg- 
ulated. The sentiment of the American people is able to 
regulate its customs and fashion its own laws for Sunday 
observance, while the foreigner has no right to dictate to 
the American people on either their customs or laws. 
When the foreigner despises the American life and en 
deavors to thrust upon us the odious social customs of 
the land fron which he fled, it is time to rise in revolt 
against this insolence."— ev. Father Cleary. 


Reverend Father, about how many generations 
And will 


Sunday. The “insolence” is all your own, Sir 
Priest, yours and your allies’. 
ery to tell Americans that-they must keep holy the 
Sabbath of an Asiatic and Southern European 
church; that they must trample their own Consti- 


You hav the effront- 


tution and deny liberty in order that that church 
may dictate to them what they may do on the 
priests’ day. The American people are under no 
more obligation to respect your Sabbath than they 
are £0 celebrate the birthday of the Queen of Eng- 
land or the anniversary of the battle of Sedan. 


A High-Handed Ontrage. 
From the Progresstve Thinker. 

Tue Troura Seexzr, of New York, a leading Free- 
thought paper, has been prohibited from passing 
through the mails in Canada.. It is well known 
that Canada is oppressed by the papish priesthood, 
and the various churches there are living under 
conditions that afflicted the sixteenth century. Such 
an outrage would not be tolerated in this country 
for a single moment. 


Se ec eee 
Brother Mendum's Perspicacity. 
From the Boston Investigator. 

We see that the New York Trura SxrkxzB has 
been excluded from the mails of Oanada by the post- 
office authorities of that country on the grounds 
that it is a blasphemous publication ;— 

That this is no more than could reasonably be 
expected of a Oatholic postmaster-general such as 
now occupies that position in Canada ;— 

That we hope that our contemporary will test 
the legality of this action of the post-office depart- 
ment of Oanada, in order to ascertain whether or 
not the freedom of the press is to be preserved in 
that dominion ;— 

That this action on the part of the Canadian gov- 
ernment is outrageous; and we sympathize with 
our esteemed contemporary in its struggles for its 
natural rights. 


a es 
An Empty Boast. 
From the St. Catherines News. 


One of the boasts of Canada is that it is a land 
in which civil and religious liberty is enjoyed to the 
fullest extent. It is an empty boast, however. 

If religious liberty is io be enjoyed, let it be to 
the full. A man is the guardian of his own con- 
science, and no one has the right to dictate to him 
what he shall believe. There are some subscribers 
in St. Catherines to a paper published in New York 
called Taz TrRors Sxrxer. It is devoted to certain 
lines of thought which may not be orthodox, in the 
common sense, and particularly so as regards the 
Roman Catholic church. These subscribers hav 
been informed by the postmaster here that he has 
received instructions from Postmaster-General Ca- 
ron at Ottawa not to deliver their papers. It would 
be interesting to know on what grounds such action 
is taken. At the same time there can be found on 
the shelvs of most of the book. stores in Oanada 
any of the works of noted Infidel writers or relig- 
ious controversialists, and they are freely sold. 
Some of them are even to be found in the public 
libraries. Why is a distinction made? 
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Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 
Oct. 18—Providence, R. I 
Oct. 20—Ohicago, Ill...................... eene 
Oct. 21—Aurora, 1ll..................-...- eere nnn 
Oct. 22—Joliet, Ill,............« saa ; 
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Freethought Federation and Union. 


FREETHOUGHT FEDERATION OF AMERIOA. 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, President. 
141 South Water St., Chicago. 


E. C. REICHWATD, Treasurer.........-.284 Warren Ave., Chicago 
MRS. M. A. FREEMAN, Secretary....1087 W. Madison St., Chicago 


VIOE-PRESIDENTS: 
| N. F. GRISWOLD, 
Iowa. 


ANKL E 
TR uibs o: Meriden, Co:.u 


"9 
Des Moines, 


AMERICAN SEOULAR UNION. 

SAMUEL P. Pornam, Pre ident............ -141 S. Water St., Chicago 
JuoLrsrt H. REVERANO", M.D., Vice-President, cor. 64th St., and 
Grace Ave., Chicago. t 
How.O B Warre, Vi -e-Pres.,............ 6050 Oglesby Ave., Chicago 
Jos. H. GREER, M.D., Vice Pres.............. 127 LaSa'le st, Chicago 
G. å. F de LesprNASSE, M.D , Vios-Pres .........Orange City, Iowa 
Mns. M. A. Faveatay, Vor. 3e0....... -1037 W. Madison St., Onicago 
Orro WETTSTEIN, Treas............ eese nene Rochelle, I1 


Call for the Annual Congress. 


TO BE HELD IN HARDMAN HALL, NINETEENTH ST. AND 
FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK, OCTOBER 25, 26, 27. 


70 the Liberals of America, Members of the Free- 
thought Federation and Secular Union, and 
al! Societies organized for the Purpose of 
maintaining a purely Secular Government: 


It is of great importance that Freethinkers 
should combine. It is of more importance now 
than at any previous period, for there is more work 
to do and the work cannot be done by isolated 
effort. There are vast ecclesiastical combinations 
organized for the express purpose of overthrowing 
Freethought, and also of uniting church and state 
in & more dangerous form than ever before. These 
questions immediately confront us: 

The Taxation of Ohurch Property, 

The Bible in the Public Schools, 

The Sabbath Laws, and 

The Liberty of the Press. 

Property to the value of a billion of dollars is ex- 
empt from taxation in the American Republic, in 
many places religious exercises in the public schools 
are on the increase, and the very foundation of uni- 
versal education is being destroyed. The conflict 
in regard to Sabbath laws is now waged both in the 
states and in the national Congress, and a central- 
ized political power is being established for the 
purpose of aggrandizing the authority of the church 
in civil matters; and honest Freethinkers are im- 
prisoned to-day for discussing questions of the ut- 
most importance to human improvement. Against 
these flagrant and ever accumulating acts of injus- 
tice we must unitedly contend. Freethinkers 
throughout the Union, in every state, county, city, 
and village, should be in activ communication, and 
ready to meet at any point the encroachments of 
the church. It is often the case that a Freethinker 
is alone in his community in the open support of 
Liberal thought and principles, and for this reason 
suffers persecutions. Religious bigots assume that 

. they can trample upon the Freethinker’s rights 
withimpunity on account of their own vast majority. 

When it is well understood that the Freethinkers 
of this country are joined together and will defend 
one another at all hazards, the rights of Freethought 
will be respected and the individual Freethinker 
will hav the power of numbers to support his cause. 
The theologian is naturally a coward. He perse- 
cutes only the minority. He does not trust in God 
unless God has a big majority. When the theolo- 
gian realizes that the Freethinker is not a solitary 
unit, but the representativ of a great force, he will 
not only cease his persecutions, but even welcome 
him to social equality. A theologian is very con- 
siderate towards a powerful party, however much 
he despises the humble citizen. 

There is a great contest before us. We must be 
an organized party or submit to defeat and ostra- 
eism. We cannot fold ou; hands and do nothing. 
We must become an intellectual, social, moral, and 
political power through a generous and permanent 
comradeship. We can do this only by public meet- 
ings, congresses, associations, and a Freethought 
press. We must use the same instrumentalities 
that are constantly used by the churches. They 
hav their great gatherings, their synods, their coun- 
cils, their conventions, and in this way the churches 
create an immense enthusiasm and exercise a more 
potent sway. These are human, practical, and far- 
reaching means, and Freethought must avail itself 
of such necessary, aids. 

All, therefore, are urged to come together at the 
National Congress of the American Secular Union 
and the Freethought Federation of America, to be 
held in New York, October 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1895. 

It is hoped that there will be a large attendance, 
and that measures of co-operation, greater advance 
and usefulness will be adopted and cordially carried 
out by friends of freedom throughout the country. 

The members of the American Secular Union are 
notified that such amendments to the Constitution 
will be proposed at the coming Congress as will 


-|be proposed for its 
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enable the Union to consolidate with the 
thought Federation of America. . 

The members of the Freethought Federation are 
also notified that changes of the same nature will 
Constitution in order that it 
may unite as an organized body with the American 
Secular Union. ; 

It is the general desire that there be one grand 
national organization adapted to all the needs of 
the present and future work. Without doubt this 
will be determined in a wise, conciliatory, and pro- 
gressiv spirit. Let us close our ranks and meet the 
common enemy, the bigots of the Christian church. 
We work for the future; we work for humanity; we 
work for the best interests oi civilization, for the 
liberty and’ the progress of all. Let us stand 
bravely by our colors and unite in the common 
cause. There are vast and profound principles 
which should harmonize superficial differences. We 
hav no creed to support, but always and everywhere 
the rights of man. ‘This is the mighty battle 
ground. Let us rally now as never before, with 
earnest convictions, courage, and enthuiasm. We 
cannot evade the issue, neither can the church itself. 
It is liberty or it is slavery. This is the conflict of 
the ages, and in the American Republic all that is 
most precious and ennobling is at stake. 

Saumur. P. Purnau, President. 


The Cause in Oregon. 

The Seventh Annual Convention of the Oregon 
State Secular Union was held at Portland, Oregon, 
Sept. 20, 21, 22, 23, 1895. 

The time was unpropitious, preventing very large 
attendance, but a large amount of business was 
most satisfactorily dispatched. Long speeches 
were prohibited; yet all had fullest liberty to pre- 
sent their views, and while each made earnest de- 
fense of his opinions and wishes, all, without ex- 
ception, cheerfully acquiesced in the decisions of the 
majority. The sessions were prolonged over Mon- 
day, making four days, and the most perfect har- 
mony prevailed throughout. In all particulars the 
convention was & grand success. 

Mr. Chas. Hagner, president of the Portland 
Secular Church, opened the convention with a cor- 
dial welcome to the Oregon State Secular Union, 
which was responded to by good Father W. W. 
Jesse, president of the Union, in an able and in- 
tensely interesting speech. 

Among the most important business transacted 
was the indorsement of the work done by the com- 
mitteé on Lesson Leaves and Sunday-school work 
the past four months; the committee was re- 
appointed with the addition of Mr. Pearl Geer, of 
Silverton, the young superintendent of the Silverton 
Secular Sunday-school, and now consists of O. B. 
Reynolds, Miss Nettie A. Olds, and Pearl W. Geer. 

Provision was made so that the Lesson Leaves 
will be printed quarterly, and sent to the superin- 
tendents, who can distribute the lessons each week. 
An explanatory, or key lesson sheet, will be fur- 
nished, so that teachers can the more readily con- 
duct the lesson. The carrying out of the plans for- 
mulated and approved will necessitate funds. Will 
all good and true Liberals, who hav the Secular 
Sunday-school work at heart, “take due notice and 
govern themselvs accordingly?” Remit at once to 
O. B. Reynolds, treasurer, 620 Seventh st., Port- 
land, Or. 

The executiv committee was instructed to author- 
ize suitable persons to solicit subscriptions to stock 
and scholarships in the Secular University. This 
movement is of the utmost importance, since very 
many who are willing and anxious to fit themselvs 
for lecturers and Secular Sunday-school teachers 
and superintendents are educationally deficient in 
some one or more studies. It is to be hoped some 
of our wealthy friends will contribute to an educa- 
tional fund for the purpose of helping the worthy 
and suitable workers in obtaining the necessary ed- 
ucation in any branches they lack to make them 
efficient workers, until the university can be built 
and endowed. 

The much vexed question as to requirements for 
membership in the Oregon State Secular Union was, 
after very full and earnest debate, harmoniously 
and positivly settled. Henceforth all contributing 
members to Secular Churches, Sunday-schools, or 
other auxiliary societies are, by such membership, 
constituted members of the Oregon State Secular 
Union. All others can become members by paying 
the sum of fifty cents per annum in advance. A 
per capita tax of five cents per quarter is to be paid 
to the Oregon State Secular Union on each con- 
tributing member of subordinate organizations. 

A committee consisting of O. B. Reynolds, Geo. 
Bailey, and Nettie A. Olds was appointed to draft 
constitution and by-laws for the Secular Co-opera- 
tiv Insurance Society, with instructions to report 
to the executiv committee of the Union, who were 
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Free- | especially urged to expedite the inauguration of 


said society. 

A bill for the amount expended for supplies for 
Lesson Leaves issued during the past four months 
was met by prompt contributions of those present, 
and all pledged themselvs on return to their sev- 
eral homes to at once make special effort to se- 
cure contributions to continue the Sunday Lesson 
Leaves, etc., and to remit at earliest moment to the 
treasurer of the Union, so there might be no break 
or delay in sending out Lesson Leaves and prepar- 
ing the quarterly series for speedy issue. 

It was ordered that the deed conveying the ten 
acres for camp meeting grounds at New Era be 
recorded. There being a very general desire to 
hold five or six weeks’ Secular camp-meeting at the 
New Era ground next summer, a committee was 
appointed to examin the condition of the building 
thereon. The necessary work can be done very 
cheaply if done at once. Oontributions for this 
purpose are solicited so that the amount already 
expended may not be lost and the building go to de- 
struction when a very small expenditure will make 
it a desirable and valuable property. 

The officers for the ensuing year are: 


President, W. W. Jesse, of Portland. 

First Vice-President, Nettie A. Olds, of Portland; 
Second, B F. Hyland, of Corvallis; Third, Mrs J. E, 
Hosmer, of Tillamook; Fourth, O. E. Reynolds, of 
‘Tillamook. 

Secretary, Pearl W. Geer, of Silverton. 

Treasurer, O B. Reynolds, of Portiand. 


The public entertainment given at Turn Hall on 
| Friday evening was one of the most memorable of 
the convention, it being a public demonstration of 
the practical benefits of local organization. Almost 
the entire program of music and recitation was 
furnished by the Secular Sunday-school children, 
showing the results of the labors of Miss Nettie A. 
Olds in developing the musical and elocutionary 
abilities of the children. The exhibition gained 
the hearty applause and encomiums of the audi- 
ence. The Convention Ball, given by the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary at Labor Council Hall on Saturday even- 
ing, was a social triumph and reflected great credit 
on all concerned. All the committees were com- 
posed exclusivly of ladies of the Auxiliary, and 
their duties were discharged with a grace and 
fidelity that resulted in every one present having 
one of the most enjoyable evenings of their lives, 
Our venerable friend, A. K. Olds, of McMinnville, 
inspired by the geniality of the surroundings— 
although he has passed his eighty-fifth birthday— 
was induced to show the young fellows how the 
beaux cut the “pigeon wing” half a century ago. 
The grace and agility he displayed stirred the 
envy of the young men. 

The interest of the convention centered in the 
exhibition of the Secular Sunday-school work, at 
Turn Hall, on Sunday at 10 am, under the per- 
sonal direction of Miss Nettie A. Olds. It is the 
Secular Sunday. school work that has given the great 
impetus to the cause of Secularism in the state of 
Oregon. The regular course of the Secular Sunday- 
school was gone through with—the opening songs, 
the recital in concert of the opening poem, reading 
of the minutes of last Sunday meeting, formation 
of classes, lessons and review, calisthenie drill, and 
flag march. The exercises closed by singing 
“March Away to Freedom,” and remarks by visit- 
ing members. Sunday night, at Turn Hall, a 
crowded house testified their appreciation of the 
histrionic ability of the Portland Dramatic club, 
an auxiliary of the Portland Secular Church. At 
the convention, Mr. J. E. and Mrs. M. B. Hosmer, 
of Tillamook, announced their desire to devote 
themselvs to the Secular Sunday-school work, and 
received credentials as lecturers of the Oregon State 
Secular Union. Resolutions were passed indorsing 
the action of Assessor Captain Greenleaf for his 
endeavors to hav church property, heretofore ille- 
gally omitted from the assessment roll, pay its just 
taxation. OQ. B. Reynorps, 
Treas. Oregon State Secular Union, 620 Tth street, 

Portland, Or. 


el errr ners 

The Weekly Union, Oatholic, of this city, says 
that it is in a position to know that at least 30,000 
voters of the Catholic church societies and Irish- 
American associations will be certain to vote against 
Tammany thia year if to vote for Tammany means 
to raise the Sunday embargo now resting on the 
city. A few weeks ago we indicated the change of 
front of the Outholic church, showing that it was 
preparing to become as determined an opponent of 
Tammany as it had hitherto been its devoted friend 
and supporter, and that there was in fact an alli- 
ance of the Catholics and the Protestants in the 
interest of Sabbatarianism. The statements of the 
Weekly Union are confirmatory—though this con- 
firmation was not needed—of the conclusion we 
had reached from a careful examination of the evi~- 
dence then at hand. 
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The Old Story in Plain English, with Notes and 
. Comments. - 


The popular opinion in regard to God I believe 
to be erroneous, It is believed that he is the source 
of all good, and that every blessing comes directly 
or indirectly from his hand; that he is kind and 
merciful—that he has a tender regard for his chil- 
dren, and is more indulgent than an earthly parent 
can be; that he is clothed with almighty power 
and infinit knowledge, and knew from the begin- 
ning everything that would occur, even to the 
last tick of time; that he planned from the first 
everything that would take place, from the falling 
of a sparrow to the most stupendous operations of 
nature. 

It is believed that he provides the seed-time and 
brings forth the harvest; that we are indebted to 
him for the sunshine and the rains and dews which 
fall from heaven; that there is nothing which the 
eye can behold or the imagination conceive, which 
is not the work of his hands. Such are the lessons 
taught by the church, and from such teaching all 
must infer that God is good. But if only the good 
deeds of men were recorded, even the worst men 
would appear good, for bad men perform many 
good acts, 

With the idea in the mind that God is the author 
of all things, let us consider conditions as we act- 
ually find them here. 

Clothed with almighty power and infinit wisdom, 
he might hav provided for us unalloyed happiness; 
instead: of which we are subject to disease and 
death, our bodies tormented with aches and pains, 
and in many instances our friends cannot administer 
to our wants without being in danger of contract- 
ing the disease. 
dowed with a love and regard for his fellowman 
which would hav prompted him to work for the 
good of all and find delight in promoting the gen- 
eral welfare; instead of which he is filled with 
hatred and revenge, and enslaves, persecutes, im- 
prisons, cheats, robs, and defrauds, and wages cruel 
wars, and lays his brother’s country waste, and puts 
to death defsnseless women and helpless children 
who never gave offense to any. 

Then we hav cancers which eat away our lives by 
inches—consumption which wastes us away by slow 
degrees. Some are born deformed and. idiotic. 
Oshers are placed, by circumstances beyond their 
control, where they die of starvation. Some die in 
disasters which no human foresight could prevent. 
Epidemics depopulate whole cities and countries, 
and leave only desolation in their track. Lions, 
tigers, and panthers, and the whole carnivorous 
family, can liv only by preying upon the lives of 
other animals. 

There are birds which can liv only on insects, 
and whose lives must cease when they cease to take 
the lives of other sentient creatures. The hawk 
family can liv only on other birds and small ani- 
mals. Many kinds of fishes whose lives depend 
upon the slaughter of other fishes and animals. In- 
sects which devour other insects—insects which 
worry and torment and poison larger animals. 
Rattlesnakes and cobras, tarantulas, centipedes, 
scorpions, which bite and sting us and hold us in 
terror and dread. Volcanoes belching forth fire 
and destruction, and engulfing whole cities. Earth- 
quakes, which destroy the habitations of men, and 
disrupt and change the physical conditions of en- 
tire countries. Drouths follow floods, and floods 
suceeed drouths. Thousands die of famin pro- 
duced by drouths, and other thousands are swept 
away by floods. Poisonous herbs and weeds choke 
out the grain and vegetation upon which we sub- 
sist, and insects destroy the grain, root and kernel, 
and others sting and annoy us. 

Thus we find that there is a constant war of the 
elements— war among animals—they tear and worry 
and devour each other. 

So, taking into consideration all the animals on 
the earth, man included, the sages hav come to in- 
quire whether there is not as much suffering and 
misery a8 there is happiness and enjoyment. 

: With these facts in view, what must be thought 
of the teaching of the church that God is the au- 
thor of all things and that he is only good? 

Then, after paseing through this life with all of 
its sorrows and. afflictions, its losses and bereave- 
ments, God has brought a devil into existence to 
tempt and lure us to commit evil deeds and then 
torment us in hell forever. Is it reasonable to be- 
lieve that a God clothed with almighty power and 
infinit wisdom, and full of mercy, would inaugurate 
such a system? If God had the wisdom to see 
and the power to execute, he cannot be regarded 
as good, 

Is a God worthy of our adoration who caused so 
much suffering when he had the power to make all 


beings happy? LE God is the author of all things, 


Every one might hav been en-! 


and if everything was brought into existence by 
the fiat of his power, and if he is the author of all 
good, so must he be the author of all evil. 

Now, if this being is unchangeable, can his pur- 
poses be changed by prayer? If he planned every- 
thing from the beginning, and everything must 
take place just as he planned it, can he do some- 
thing different without changing? If God is un- 
changeable he must be deaf to our entreaties. He 
can pay no more attention to our petitions than he 
would to the growl of a tiger. 

And the idea that he has doomed one of his 
creatures to enjoy the happiness of heaven, and 
another to endure the torments of hell, is horrible. 
If he ever brought one human being into existence 
knowing that he would be consigned to everlasting 
torment, he is a monster. 

How does a place of everlasting torment com- 
port with the idea of a merciful God who had the 
power to bestow happiness upon all? It is claimed 
that a certain few will be ultimately wafted to a 
place of eternal bliss. But why wait until after 
death ; why not make us as happy here as hereafter, 
and why should this blissful abode be reserved for 
the few? 

Would it not hav been more magnanimous and 
godlike to shower the blessings of heaven upon all 
the mortals of earth? And if there are to be no 
tears, no suffering, no dying or parting in heaven, 


would it hav detracted from his glory to giv us 


such conditions here? 

If Christians want to pray, why not ask God to 
change our conditions and giv us a better lay 
here, where we would be sure of the benefit? But 
there is neither philosophy, or reason in asking an 
unchangeable God to grant us favors. And the 
silly habit of praying in our institutions of learning 
is offering an insult to science in her own chosen 
temples. 

According to the Christian belief, a death has 
never Occurred among all the countless millions 
who hav peopled the earth. The body is only the 
husk—the shuck; this only has died. The soul, the 
real man, has not died. It has lived on and livs 
to-day, and will liv forever 

If souls liv forever they cannot be annihilated ; 
they must be eternal,- and what is eternal 
never was created. So that all of the souls 
which hav animated the bodies of men up to 
the present time were in existence before man’s 
advent upon the earth, and must hav been coeval 
with God himself. And the souls must be in ex- 
istence to-day which will animate all the living 
bodies down to the latest generations. Of all the 
living souls which must be in waiting to be utilized 
by bodies yet to be born, might not one be found 
disengaged, so that we might examin it and get a 
knowledge of it’ by our senses, and know for a cer- 
tainty that there is such a thing in existence? So 
far as all scientific tests can be applied, the verdict 
is “ not proved.” 

My opinion is that mind is all the soul that man 
ever possessed. I do not believe that a new-born 
babe has any more soul than a horse, for it does 
not know half as much. All the soul a man has is 
produced by the action of the brain, and when the 
brain ceases to act there is no soul to be wafted to 
regions of eternal bliss or consigned to eternal tor- 
ment. If a part of the human family could liv 
under water like fish, and a part could stand the 
effects of fire without injury, and a part could be 
frozen without being hurt, and if a part was cold- 
blooded, and a part could liv without eating and 
another part without drinking, and if poisons were 
a healthy diet for some and death to others, I might 
be led to believe that there is hell for one and 
heaven for another. 

But we are all begotten alike, all conceived alike, 
and all born alike, and all subject to the same 
general laws, and to my mind it seems rational that 
the fate of one should be the fate of all. I think 
when a man dies he is dead to all intents and pur- 
poses, and that there is nothing remaining for 
angels to make happy or devils to torment. About 
God and the soul, heaven and hell, I know not any- 
thing and I know of no one who does. These 
matters are beyond the reach of human ken, and to 
questions in regard to them there can be but one 
honest answer, and that is, “I do not know.” In 
the absence of any knowledge, the best we can do 
is to use Our reason and get what little light we 
can from analogy. 

I do not believe that God ever talked with men 
or wrote on tables of stone or any other tables. It 
is more reasonable to believe that Moses or some 
one else did the writing and imputed it to God to 
deceive a superstitious people and giv him influence 
and make his power felt among them. 

Ido not believe that God is a printer, or book- 
binder, or author, or that he has in apy way ever 
been concerned in the book business, 


events. 
the people are sufficiently ignorant. 
wisest can do is to tell what may transpire in the 
future by what has taken place in the past, but this 
is not prophesying. It must be admitted that the 
foremost scientists of the present time possess a 
scope of vision unknown to the ignorant masses of 
three thousand years ago. 
first to ridicule the idea that any mortal was ever 
born who had the power of telling even what ihe 
next hour might bring forth. Who can doubt that 


And as for 


God commanding bloody barbarians to wage wars 
of extermination and kill old and young, even un- 
born children, the idea would shock a savage. 
That the people may hav been told, and that they 
believed that God gave such commands, is reason- 
able, and that a blood thirsty monster like Joshua 
should pretend that God gave such commands in 
order to make the people carry out his inhuman 
designs is equally reasonable. I do not believe 
that men were ever born who had sufficient fore- 
sight to peer into the future and foretell coming 
There is no trouble in prophesying when 
The best the 


Yet they would be the 


the scientific drift of the present time is far in ad- 


vance of what it was in the times of the so-called 
prophets? 
proclaim that he could foretell coming events he 
would be regarded as a lunatic. 


And yet if any noted scientist should 


As for the book called the Bible, it is easy to see 
that men who from childhood hav been taught 
to regard it as the word of God should look upon 
it with reverence. Whether the book counts for 
good or evil, whether it is reasorable or ridiculous, 
makes no kind of difference. ; m 

The Mohammedans, Mormons, Persians, Chinese, 
hav their so-called sacred writings and reverence 
them as Ohristians do the Bibie. All of these 
books hav certain features in common. All con- 
tain much that is good, mixed with much that is 
evil and even ridiculous. : 

D.d God dictate all of these writings? If he did 
not, man must hav been the author of some of them. 
If man had an object in writing a part of them, might 
he not hav had an object in writing the whole of 
them? If a part was written by God and a part 
by man, God ought to hav given a rule whereby the 
genuin could be distinguished from the spurious. : 

As far as I am informed, there is nothing in these 
books which would require the wisdom of a God to 
write. If the Bible was written by God he certainly 
is not a very dignified or even decent God, and I 
would not blame him if he denied the authorship of 
a great part of it in polite company. , l 

These books, purporting to come from the hand 
of God, contradict each other, and parts of the same 
book are in plain contradiction to other parts. It 
would seem like a rational conclusion that these 
contradictions could not hay emanated from a per- 
fect being. , 

The first thing we read in our Bible is, “God 
créated the heaven and the earth."  Ohristians are 
taught that all things are embraced in the ** heaven 
and the earth,” and are the work of God's hands, 
and that he pronounced them all *very good." 

But the first man and waman that God made and 
finished to a gloss with his own hands proved a 
great disappointment. A single act, which God 
must hav foreseen, involved the entire race in ruin 
and death. God planted a tree in the garden where 
he put his first pet couple, and the fruit of that 
tree.contained the seeds of sin and consequent ruin 
of the race. 

Did God hav foreknowledge? What do you 
suppose he was thinking about when he planted 
that tree? Did God create everything? Wasn’t 
his head a little fuddled when he made the serpen 
and called it a good job? ; 

Oain killed his brother Abel and the iniquity of 
the people became “ very great,” and matters went 
on from bad to worse, until they became so griev- 
ous that God could stand it no longer, and he got 
mad and stamped and stormed and tore his hair, 
and said, *I'll teach you fellows down there a lesson 
which you will not soon forget.” So he brought 
on a great flood, which swept from the face of the 
earth all that he had created except one favorit 
and his family, and then resoived to take a new 
start. But a second time he was overtaken with 
hard luck. The first thing his favorit did after 
the long wet spell was to get drunk, and his cut- 
tings up were such as to bring disgrace upon his 
patron and protector. And God was wroth, and he 
looked fierce and his hair stood on end and his 
eyes glared and he frothed at the mouth, and he 
talked to Noah, and he said, “As my soul liveth I 
hav made another blunder. In very deed, I took 
you to be a man of parts. I selected you from all 
the bums and dead-beats and God forsaken rapscal- 
lions on all the face of the earth to be my special 
agent when I niade up my mind to bring on that 
wet spell, and made you captain of that big boat 
and trusted the whole managing to your care, from 
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the mastodon all the way down through to the 
monkey and parrot, even to fleas and lice, and now 
you have played this lousy trick on me.. Noah, I 
am ashamed of you—you are a drunken sok 
You got drunk last night, 
You were drunk the night before, 
You'll be drunk to-night 
And drunk forever more. 
Noah, you are a bad egg; there is orly one thing 
to be done, you must go to the gold cure.’ 

At such a turn of things it is no S cas: that 
God got discouraged and felt sorry that he began 
the creation business in the first place. On account 
of the wickedness of the world, which he pro- 
nounced very good, he openly declared that it * re- 
pented him that ke created man upon the face of 
the earth.” Everything must hav been sadly out 
of joint to make an unchangeable God repent. Who 
could hav blamed him if he had taken the world 
by the tail and jerked the whole hell-deserving 
hotch-potch concern out of existence? 

. Joun Perce. 
[To BE CONTINUED. | 


Observations. 


I learn through Ed. W. Obamberlain, Esq., that 
Dr. Batdorf, the Michigan medium who was pre- 
sented to the grand jury on an accusation of mak- 
ing a fraudulent use of the mails, is out of the 
toils. The jury failed to indict him. A knowl- 

edge of the ground upon which this body turned 
Medium Batdorf loose would furnish food for 
thought. Were the members of the jury con- 
vinced that he really furnished spiritual information 
to his correspondents, and is the failure to indict 
to be taken as an indorsement of mediumship such 
as Dr. Batdorf practices? I trust not, for that 
is really not the question at issue. I would 
rather think that Grand Rapids has enough men 
to form a grand jury who recognize the principle 
that the purpose of the postal system is to carry 
the mails, and that the duty of the officials is 
neither to smell out unorthodox thought nor to in- 
terfere between the sender of a letter or a paper 
and the person to whom it is addressed. The per- 
son remitting a dollar to a fraudulent medium, a 
lottery dealer, a green goods agent, or any other 
fake, makes a better use of it than he would if he 
contributed the amount to the salary of a post- 
office inspector like Comstock, or any other sneak. 
The postal system, as aforesaid, is to transport mail 
matter, and the officials who hav turned it into a 
moral and religious detectiv agency are the individ- 
uals who make a fraudulent use of the mails. If I 
were on a grand jury having jurisdiction they would 
be presented for indictment. 


Why ail this discussion among Sabbatarians 
about the proper observance of their holy day, and 
why their hesitancy about the framing of a law and 
the fixing of penalties for its infraction? On this 
question I am with the Prohibition party of New 
York state, so far as it declares: 

We oall upon the people of the state to repudiate and 
consign to oblivion any political party that shall propose 
to submit a commandment of the devalog to the local op- 
tion of corrupt cities. 

That is sound. Corrupt cities nor any other 
cities hav a right to decide that a citizen shall or 
shall not hav other gods before Jehovah, or whether 
he shall take the appellation of the same in vain or 
otherwise. Local option cannot make the enforce- 
ment of Sunday laws just; and the matter of hon- 
oring parents, committing murder, adultery, theft, 
or perjury, or coveting a neighbor's wife, is not a 
municipal problem. Sunday observance is either 
an individual affair or it is a universal issue. There 
is but one authority for the Sabbath, and that is 
the Bible. And the Bible says this: 

“These are the words that the Lord hath com- 
. manded, that ye should do them. 

THE LAW. 
F “ jm in aa work be done, but on the seventh 
ay there shall be to you an holy day, & sabb 
rest to the Lord.” ais ov 
THE PENALTY. : 

* Whosoever doeth work therein shall 
death." 

If there is anybody who thinks that the enforce- 
ment of laws, the infraction of which involves the 
‘infliction of the death penalty, is a local matter, he 
is not much of a jurist. Furthermore, if there is 
anyone who imagins that the enforcement of a law 
is separable from the infliction of the penalty pre- 
scribed, he is off his trolley. 

Ido not suppose that the members of the Re- 
publican convention who framed a platform calling 
for the maintenance of the Sunday law, nor those 
members of the party who profess to believe in the 
law of God, know of the existence of this divine 
statute. Nor is it to be supposed that the mem- 


be put to 


bers of the Prohibition party know that it is among 
the commands for whose enforcement they hav de- 
clared. But this is certain: If, after their attention 
has been called to the law, they do not either de- 
mand its enforcement and the infliction of its pen- 
alty, or else repudiate its authority and the author- 
ity of all other Sabbath laws, they are miserable 
hypocrits and cowards. 


“Tam of opinion," remarks Mr. Walter Scott, 
editor, of the Zeader, published at Regina, N. T., 
Canada, “that the people will strongly uphold the 
postmaster general.” Mr. Scott’s speculation has 
all the appearances of a successful guess. The peo- 
ple of Oanada would uphold Postmaster-General 
Caron in excluding Freethought literature from the 
mails, and the people of the United States would 
uphold Postmaster-General Wilson in a similar or- 
der; for the people of this country, like those of 
Oanada, unite a theoretical belief in liberty with a 
hankering after the suppression of those who exer- 
cise it. I hav never seen any reason for reposing 
the slightest confidence in the judgment of the 
majority, who are less likely to be right than the 
minority, and are even more prone to go wrong 
than legislators ard courts. That the comparativly 
few public officials should occasionally do the cor- 
rect thing is quite conceivable, but that a majority 
out of seventy millions should agree upon the 
truth, all at the same time, is a presumption too 
violent for calm consideration. That is what givs 
us pause when the referendum is proposed. In my 
opinion, the less influence the majority has on the 
framing and passing of laws touching the liberties 
of individuals, the better chance there is for those 
liberties to survive. An honest election, if it were 
possible to hold one, would be a very ignorant and 
bigoted election, and I am not sure that we should 
gain anything by it. An anonymous correspond- 
ent from Wairarapa, New Zealand, offers this 
thought for my consideration: ** According to pres- 
ent ideas, a man must know something about pigs 
before he is allowed to be a judgə of them at a pig 
show, but any fool can judge which man is the best 
for a public office.” It is from somewhat similar 
premises, I infer, that Mr. Scott reasons that the 
people of Canada would uphold Postmaster-General 
Caron. 

The “ purpose of the sanctuary,” that is, the use 
of the pulpit, may be hard to come at, but the Rev. 
Dr. Parkhurst has tried to tell us what itis. Says 
he: “ It is not the object of the sanctuaty to make 
scholars or £o make thinkers,” but “to draw the 
soul that is ia the mah, and the great Father-soul 
in whose temple we assemble, so into relation with 
each other that they shall touch." All who think 
they comprehend that process will of course be con- 
vinced that they understand what Dr. Parkhurst 
means, but to me it is a pseud-idea. Dr. Buckley, 
editor of the Christian Advocate, may or may not 
think he grasps Dr. Parkhurst’s thought, but he 
indorses it as “a true statement, equally philosoph- 
ical and scriptural,” together with the further as- 
sertion that “scholasticism and intellectualism in 
the pulpit are unholy devils that merit nothing but 
exorcism.” 

In the same issue of his paper Dr. Buckley 
quotes with approval a criticism, by a religious ex- 
change, of preachers who tse pet phrases which 
denote mental laziness rather than close thinking, 
and adds to it this: « Whoever utters such phrases 
is not thinking at all while he utters them. His 
mind is busy with what is to come or is in a state 
of blank vacuity.” Seeing that, as Dr. Parkhurst 
says, the sanctuary is not to make thinkers, a 
preacher who talks along without doing any think- 
ing himself would seem to be the right man in the 
right place, and Dr. Buckley’s condemnation of 
him is not consistent with his indorsement of Park- 
hurst's contention that intellectualism is out of 
place in the pulpit. What could more fittingly 
emanate from a mind in a state of “blank vacuity” 
than the words quoted about drawing the soul that 
is in man into relations with the great Father-soul 
who owns the building where the meeting is held ? 
The word “soul” describes nothing tangible, and 
neither does the compound, “Father-soul.” To 
bring two things into relation it is necessary, first, 
that they exist; second, to discover their where- 
abouts, and, third, to apply some sort of a process 
calculated to effect their union. Some statistics as 
to the distance between them would be useful 
incidentally, and it would be a further advantage 
to know when the tackle is made, so that effort 
may be suspended at the proper moment. All 
these data being absent, Dr. Parkhurst’s mind 
must hav been in a state of “ blank vacuity” so far 
as facts are concerned; and from what I know 
religious discourse and religious philosophy, I 
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indorses Parkhurst’s statement of MER TET a a TOT object of the 
sanctuary, but that he is wholly unsound, from a 
religious view-point, when he implies that the 

uttered words of a preacher should be the expres- 
sion of ideas originating in his mind. As near as 

language can define the thought of a sermon, it 
should resemble that condition of the cosmos de- 

scribed by the writer of Genesis when he said it 

was “without form and void.” The sound of it as 
uttered must produce a certain mental agitation 
in the hearer, but no information should be im- 
parted. The think tank is to be stirred, but noth- 

ing put into it. Verifiable facts introduced i in a 
sermon rob it of its spiritual value, and it is no 

longer a sermon—it is a lecture. Mr. Gladstone has 

made this point clear. He says that in a sermon 
we are not to look for scientific precision, but for 
general statements which admit exceptions. It 
must aim at moral impressions merely, and be 
open to criticism in detail. So far as it deals with 
facts, therefore, it is not to be taken seriously as 
meaning what it says, while from the scientific point | 
of view it may mean nothing at all. We must es- 
tablish a differentia between Scientific and relig- 
ious truth, for that which is true in religion may 
without prejudice be scientifically false. The 

Living Church, an Episcopalian paper, goes so far 
as to say that “the facts of theology are beyond 
huiman discovery.” What, then, is the use of ask- 
ing the preachers to explain the meaning of their 
language, or even to use language which has any 
meaning? The worshipers most impressed by the 
proceedings are those who listen to the Catholic 
service, which is conducted in Latin, and the hear- 

ers do not understand any of it. 

The Rev. Samuel Jones frequently illustrates his 
remarks with anecdotes more or less decent. Here 
is one that he givs on the authority of a commercial 
traveler. On a visit home the drummer aforesaid 
found his little girl sitting on the floor playing with 
her kitten. While doing so she said: “ Kittie, you 
are a sweet little thing; I love you and I know who 
your mommer is. Old pussy is yout mommer. But, 
kitty, I don’t know who your popper is, for I never 
saw him. I expect your popper is a traveling 
man.” Jones applies this story to Ingersoll, whose 
mother, he explains, is the earth, but whose father, 
he intimates, is that migratory individual who goes 
about seeking whom he may devour or seduce. 
But the application is not very close. I should 
Suppose that even before he repeated the drum- 
mer's story for the first time the evangelist might 
hav considéred how appropriately the  eYolu- 
tionary ancestor of that anecdote could hav been 
related of the Judean carpenter and joiner who held 
upon his knee the future lord and savior of the 

everend Samuel Jotiéd. 


— 


The voice of the liar who told the tale of paraly- 
sis superinduced by blasphemy at High Shoals, Ga., 
still echoes through the religious press. One Jas. 
T. Lowe, doubtless a Methodist dominie, writes 
from Rehoboth to the Wesleyan organ at Atlanta 
that the tongue of Haguewood was paralyzed while 
he was asleep after denouncing the sermon of the 
day on his way home from church. Except that 
Haguewood's tongue was not paralyzed while he was 
asleep, and that he had not denounced any sermon, 
Lowe’s accotint may be true. The only really indis- 
putable assertion of the religious and so-called 
secular press is that the paralysis, though Hague- 
wood has been subject to it for years, was a “ warn- 
ing providence.” I am candid enough to admit that ` 
nobody can disprove that any event is a ** warning 
providence.” Nevertheless, if there is an impartial 
God who attends to the Ananiases. why has not the 
perpetrator of this indecent assault on veracity 
been everlastingly belted with the club of his hon- 
est wrath ? 

They are holding an exposition at Atlanta just 
now for tha display of the remarkable products of 
the adjacent back country, of which there should 
be no scarcity. Visitors from a distance would be 
interested in exhibits illustrating the latest meth- 
ods of lynching; explaining improved systems of 
getting the drop on a political antagonist; exempli- 
fying the proper way of conducting a camp-meet- 
ing or concealing a clandestin distillery; and show- 
ing at a glance how morality may be maintained 
and promoted by means of the rdwhide and the re- 
volver. The theology of the South, which, accord- 
ing to the New York Independent, is unsinged by 
the fire of the higher criticism, would also excite 
the curiosity not only of all Northerners, but of the 
whole civilized world, including Japan, which is 
heathen. But the managers might secure all these 
attractions, and yet find their exposition incomplete 
as a local exhibit, unless somewhere—conspicuous 
among wonders, miracles, prodigies, marvels, mon- 


should conclude that Dr. Buckley is sound when he - Rérosities, spectacles, and astounding phenomena— 
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coming from Massachusetts, Maine, and New York alone. 
Three steamers arrived there this mornine crowded vith 
visitors, and so did several trains from Quebec. Oom- 
mencing at daybreak Low Masses were said uv to 10 
o'clock. 66 in all, over 6,000 people communicating. 
After Grand Mass, at which the vestments presented 
by Queen Anne of Austria were worn, there was a grand 
procession of the relics, of clergy and pilgrims. Then 
there was veneration of the relic, Rey. Lord Douglas, 
of London, and Mgr. Couroy, of Ogdensburg, were 
amongst the distinguished priests present. : 


the liar who started the Haguewood paralysis yarn ' 
was found in a group with the ministers, religious 
editora, and minor falsifiers of fact who hav vouched 
for the fake in pulpit and press. 

Gero. E. MACDONALD. 


Why This Paper is Contraband in Canada. 


Oue of Mr. Caron’s Church Fellows Tears His Hair 
‘Over The Truth Seeker. 
From the Montreal True Witness and Catholic Chronicle 

Last week we received a marked copy of a New York 
publication, entitled Taz TRUTH SEEKER. From what we 
can judge of this sheet its promoters are likely to go on 
for ages in their truthseeking, and certainly they are not 
liable to find that which they seek. Oertainly they are 
very rapidly moving in the very opposit direction to 
truth. On the title page, and in large letters, we read 
the very significant words, ** Prohibited in Canada." On 
glanoing at the so-called illustrations, and we suppose the 
reading matter is intended to correspond with these 
abominations, we feel grateful to the Canadian authorities 
for having prohibited the circulation of such a diabolical 
publication. The editor givs a series of letters that 
passed between him and the Canadian post-office depart- 
ment; they suffice to illustrate the boorish ignorance of 
the person who wrote the postmaster-general and to jus- 
tify most fully the course of the latter in ordering the 
confiscation of such a periodical. We would not dare 
reproduce any of the blasphemous language contained 
in that criminal sheet; and we fail to see how any self- 
respecting man—Jew or Gentile, Catholic or Protestant, 
Freethinker or whatever else he may be—could possibly 
allow such literature (we use the term for want of a better 
one) into his home. . 

The editor consecrates a column to the glorification of 
their special artist(?), one Heston. If the caricatures on 
the first and last pages are samples of his artistic acquire- 
ments, we certainly cannot compliment his friends upon 
their taste, refinement, or sense of the beautiful. There 
is neither thought, originality, nor talent exhibited. He 
draws a room that might be the section of a barn; a num- 
ber of dilapidated **sun-fishes," supposed to represent 


Contributions to the Congress. 


The full program of the National Congress of 
Freethinkers wil be published in next week's 
TaurH Szexer. It will be a rich and attractiv 
presentation of Freethought principles by our best 
speakers and writers. It is what is needed at the 
present time. In spite of many difficulties, the 
Freethought party was never in a better condition 
for advance. This Congress is pre-eminently favor- 
able for the combination of our forces. Every 
Freethinker who is present will add to its power 
and influence. This Congress is for the agitation 
and the education of the people. If we wish to hav 
sound politics we must hav an intelligent constit- 
uency. Broad and deep and thorough must be our 
methods of reform. Freethought is science and 
philosophy as well as liberty and justice. It can 
not succeed without co-operation and organization. 
The best things in human development are attained 
by united and universal effort. Let Freethought 
show its numbers and enthusiasm. 

The following are the contributions to our work 
iñ addition to those already reported. If each 


friend will likewise do his share, success is certain. ; 

S. P. PUTNAM. the twelve apostles, but so far from suggestine even a re- 
: mote idea of them that he finds it necessary to state who 
L. Fowler ......... een : they are; a miserable and vulgar representation of a 
G. A. F. de Lespinasse. . -| couple of old beggars looking in at the door—Our Blessed 
Geo Stephens. ....... Lady and St. Joseph are intended to be thus pictured; 
Silas B Latham... finally Onr Lord, in the middle of the room, easilv recog- 


A Hopeless Court of Appeal. 


Rearna, N. W. T., Canana, Oct. 7, 1895. 
Eprror or Tug Terura Szzxen. Dear Sir: Reply- 
ing to your circular of October 1st, regarding Post- 
master-General Caron's statement that “there is 
no appeal from his decision," and your inference 
that he can at pleasure ruin all Canadian publish- 
ers who offend him, I beg to say that he and you 
both are mistaken. There is the appeal at the bal- 
lot box, which is very effectiv. In your ease, Iam 
of opinion that the Canadian people—rightlv or 
wrongly, I do not judge—will very strongly uphold 
the postmaster-general. , 
Yours very sincerely, WALTER Scorr. 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self- Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine's “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. Itis the grubbing 


S. Toomey................... : nizable by the hair, features, and halo, but otherwise | process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
D. Orosby.;...... isses . dressed in the generally accepted garments of the tramp | to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 

Irs. Mabel M. raibell........ . in caricature. Under all this we find a text of scripture, | sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
Heury Bird.....:............ snegesting that Our Lord is ashamed of His Holy Mother. . d 


implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
* Self-Contradietiong of the Bible” to those who 


J. A. Greenhill......:....: - The perpetrator of this infernal piece of vileness has 
the audacitv to demand of the postmaster-zeneral of 


A. Beveridge............ T—— M dern Canada why this publication is prohibited. He wants to 


Michael Ryan... know what his paper contains that is vile and *'scurril- | wil) distri i i + tt : 
J.A Kimble..... ons" or ** blasphemous," within the meaning of the Post- POR DOLLAR LOZEN i aes d 
D. /Hoyle..... iet n tena eerie E neon office act. The reply he received was as exact and as L ; r we wi gend 
A. H. Ohandler......... see steadfast as his demand was insolent and false. Wedraw | twelve copies to as many different ad- 
Theo. Holly........... een . attention te the existence of such a sheet simply to let | dresses for one dollar. 

Gee HOU be ROO RA EN our readers know to what abominable depths can sink the Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 


mind that is entirely perverted, and to beg of our post- 


office authorities to be more vigilant than ever—for the | Circulate «Self. Contradietions" as well as the “Age 


B. O. Parsons.................- EEEE E EA, fact of this copy having come to us shows that others are | of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
M nd Mee Rath semen nennen : u smuggled into Canada. and watch the result. Flood the country with 
SSU YOT: them, and let the Christians know what their 
ED Mari 2 00 Shocked at the Infidel’s Audacity. paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is xd 

A. Ki PT ace a Tr 2 00 From the Mt. Forest Representative. ` J less as a guide to an a ood ; 

Geo ondea e E TTE suu 900| _ Hf there is one thing more than another Postmaster- Tux T 8 S 7 j^ t d eight copies of 

a o rr : 2 00 | General Caron deserves oredit for, ib ie prohibitine the | „ Tux TrUmz Suexzr’s offer to send eight copies o 

NH Bonne 25 e 1 yo | Infidel paper, Tae T'aurm SEEKER, printed in New York, | Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 

A B lounok E 1 00 | transmission by mails in Canada. All we regret is that | dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 

Gus Pfeiter........ .. 100|the postmaster-general’s prohibition is not altogether poses, is still open. The best results are reported 

Phili Bruch 5. 1 00 | prohibiting the paper from being circulated, for the pub- f thi thod : f hi intelli t beli i 

With Brah e Se 1 00 | lisher had the audacity to forward this office a copy of his | ‘TOM this method of reaching intelligent believers 

g gn Anson m——— ota RM 1 00 blasphemous sheet, containing a marked article, in which and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 

Jos "Wenzel PIPPET uve vac cee ees aeseatavvoavaaeonisedaavaceeevse 1 00 Hon. Mr. Caron E assailed with the low venom whioh 

fos. Wenzel............ ne DORT might be expected from a characterless publication, al : 

M A Ricken ove sed epu ses VETE CAUSE a naua FEES PE Ee TRE : 1 o trust the prohibiting of Tum TRUTH SEKER in Oanada Lectures and Meetings. 

R. L. Taylor sn uset tÜuep saver oret aeeeSesu ca shatéesesewvinctvescs . 100|Wil be rigidly enforced, for, like the devil it serves, | Dugme the first week of October J. E. Ramsburg held 

Mrs. M Lefort 1:09 | there is no truth in it—its name, as well as its contents, | a debate at Dublin; Tex., with Rev. W. H. Kittrell. 

Pii ha Hall 1 00 | being deceptiv. It isneither a ‘‘truth seeker," a **truth 

M. No thé 1 00 | finder," nor a **truth giver,” but one of Satan’s agencies | S. P. PurNAM lectures at Boston, on November 34 and 

Wi T OD cc svesscaseceoesar sen caseesesssens eene 1:00 for disseminating doubt and poisoning the minds of the 10th, and at East Dennis, Mass., November 24th. Mr. 

vo. Tay 4 "EE : + 00 | public against all that is good and holy. Putnam will lecture in New England during the month 
. Hewit of November. He desires engagements at all possible 


Jos. Rhody........ 
B. S. Richmond.... 


Published with Regret. 

The Ingersoll Secular Society held a special meet 
ing at the residenoe of Mr. Reuben Rush, 443 
Broadway, South Boston, Sunday, Oct. 6, 1895, to 
consider the action of the Paine Memorial Corpora- 
tion in ejecting the said society from Paine Hall 
without notice, and to transact such other business 
as might be deemed expedient. It was the unani- 
mous expression of the members that the action of 
the Paine Memorial Corporation was unprecedented 
in a Liberal community, and unwarranted under 
any circumstances. A committee was appointed to 
draft resolutions in regard to the matter, and a 
committee of ways and means was elected to con- 
sider plans for the future, to report at a subsequent 
meeting. The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That while the Ingersoll Secular Society 
realizes and appreciates the benefits it has received from 
the Paine Memorial Corporation in the many years it has 
held its meetings in Paine Memorial Building, we, the 
members of the Ingersoll Secular Society, heartily con- 
demn the action of the said corporation in summarily 
ejecting our association from its building, leaving us as a 
society entirely at the mercy of circumstances, and with- 
out a home, or time to procure one in season, for our 
regular meeting the first Sunday in October. : 

Resolved, That this action of the Paine Memorial Cor- 
poration is unjust, unkind, and discourteous, and totally 
unworthy of any body, particularly professed Liberals. 

Voted, That a copy of these resolutions be sent 
for publication to the Investigator, Tan TRUTH 
Sruxrr, and Secular Thought. Signed, 

Wu. Rooxwoop, President, 
' TT. Grorrrry Kzarina, Secretary, 


Ingersoll Secular Society, So. Boston, Oct. 6, 1895. 


points in this section. Friends will communicate with 
him at 28 Lafayette place, New York, care of this office. 


Tun First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streote, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, leo. 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 
Oct. 20—Two addresses by Henry Rowley; 2:30 p.m, 

** What is Atheism?” 7:30 ».w., ** Miracle and Proph- 

eoy. i 

Tue Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'elock. Program for October: 


Oot. 18—'* My Theory of Soul Atoms." O. S. Hartmann, 
Oct. 25 —Union Meeting with A.S.U., 5th av. and 19th st. 


Toe Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o’clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M.: 
P. McLeod, secretary. 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 A m. 
to 10 ».M.; dues, 15 cents per month. October lectures: 
Oct. 23 —** Vegetables vs. Human Parasites.” Max Stal- 

ler, M.D. 
Oct. 30—** Lincoln and Christ." Dr. Barr. 


** By This Craft We Hav Our Wealth.” 


Tie Rich Miue that Caron & Co. Are Defeudiug for 
the Church. 


A thousand pilgrims from Montreal visited the shrine 
of St. Anne’s to-day, under the auspices of the Oblat 
Fathers. E 

A woman belonging to St, Peter's Cathedral, Montreal, 
claims to hav been miraculously cured of deafness at the 
shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre to-day.—Jtzms of News, 
July 3. : 

From La Semaine Religieuse. 

Miss Paqcette, a country school teacher of Ste. Monique, 
who had been suffering for a long time from an incurable 
disease, was completely cured while making a pilgrimage |- 
to the Shrine of St. Donat de Montcalm. Previous to 
this no less than ten physicians had declared her case 
hopeless, and now Dr. Charles S. de Martigny in a letter 
declares the cure in question to be due to miraculous in- 
tervention. 

The next case was that of a firm's bookkeeper in a large 
establishment in this city who in balancing his books 
tried in vain to discover an error of ten cents in his ac- 
counts. During two months he tried both night and day 
to discover the error, but all to no purpose, and at last the 
young man in question decided to offer a High Mass in 
honor of St. Antoine to be followed by a novena during 
which he recited s? quaeris miracula, and during the 
fifth or sixth day the mistake of ten cents was found. *'*I 
attribute," writes the bookkeeper, ‘‘this favor to the all- 
powerful intercession of St. Antoine and I am Lappy to 
proclaim it." 


Tae Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for October: 

Oct. 20 —'* Freethought in England." $S. P. Putnam. 
Oct. 27—** The Society meets with the National Congress, 
at Hardman Hall, 19th street and 5th avenue. 


From the Montreat Gazette. 

The local French (Cansdian] newspapers report more 
miraculous cures said to hav been worked at the shrine 
of La Bonne Ste. Anne, a crippled boy having left his 
orūtohos behind him in tho oharoh on i and Mre. 
John Morency, of St. Johnsbury, having been instant : ; tpa : 
cured the same day of serious illness of four years’ stand. To a AR Hall, 116 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
ing. The feast of St. Anne was the occasion of very | "°F E. , ] 
solemn service at the Basilica of St. Anne de Beaupre | Oct. 20—‘‘The Spoils System." Att'y Chas. B. Wilby, 
to-day, which was crowded with pilgrims, over à thousand Oct, 27—''Sunday Laws.” Att’y S. A. Miller. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
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T9etters of Giriends. 


A Steady Demand for Heston’s Works. 
Newserry, S. C., Oct. 2, 1895. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find $3 for one 
year’s subscription to Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
and ** Freetbinker’s Pictoris] Text- Book.” 
Yours respectfully, G. McINTURFF. 


NonrH TorExa, Kan., Oct. 1, 295. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 for 
one year's subscription to Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER and ‘‘ Pictorial Text- Book." 
Respectfully yours, Wm.H. WINTERS. 


U. S. S. Manton, Manz TSLAND, CAD., 
ğ Sept. 20, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed here- 
with $3, for which please send me THE 
Trurn SEEKER and ‘‘Pictorial Text- Book." 

Very respectfully, A. CRAIG. 


Xex, Irr., Sept. 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5, for which 
send me Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year and 
the ** Pictorial Text. Book,” ** Hand- Book 
of Freethought,” and the pamphlets here- 
with listed. H. BLAOEBURN. 


Port Hammon, B. C., Sept. 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $8, for 
which send me THE TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year, and a copy of the ** Freethinker’s 
Pietorial Text- Book," and oblige, 
AnOH'D FERGUSON. 


ATLANTA, Ga., Sept. 28, 1895. 
Mr. Epiros: Reading several copies of 
your paper and finding it suits me well, I 
inclose $4, for which send it one year and 
the ‘Pictorial Text-Book," also the pam- 
phlets named herein. J. Mosckowrrz. 


BALTIMORE, MD., Oct. 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Herewith please find $8 
for renewal of TRUTH SEEKER for another 
year; one copy of ** EJeology;" ** Which 
Way?” by Ingersoll, and ** Great Ingersoll 
Controversy." The remaining $3 for one 
new subscriber to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, to 
whom send ‘‘ Pictorial Text Book.” The 
first mentioned works send to my address, 

Yourstruly, F. PoBTUGAL. 


Newton, Mass., Oct. 3, 1895. 
Mz. Eprror: Jnelosed find 45, for which 
send me Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year; the 
“Pictorial Text-Book;" ‘‘Secular Mar- 
riage and Funeral Ritual and Collection 
of Secular Hymns;" *' Career of Religious 
Ideas;” **Orimes of Preachers;" ‘‘Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible," and ‘‘ The 
Glory of Infidelity.” 

" Yours sincerely, 


Bror Hirn, Nas., Sept. 30, 1895. 
Mn. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please send THe TRUTH BFEKER for one 
year, and the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” I 
hope you will continue the pictures in the 
paper, the Chr stian Reformer to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. When Rev. E N. 
Allen says & mob of Infidels nineteen cen- 
turies ago murdered a man (Jesus) outside 
the gates of Jerusalem, he says what he 
knows to be a lie; they were sturdy, stanch 
believers who killed the innocent reformer, 

Yours truly, JorHAM MARTIN. 


It Takes Rig*t Hold. 
Wuat ÜBEER, IA., Sept. 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: ‘‘ Pictorial Text Book” re- 
ceived all right, and it is a clincher. 
Many thanks, Caas. MACAULAY, 


JOHN RICHARDSON, 


Don’t Like Canadian Bigots. 

Faxao, N. D., Oct. 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I hope you wili pardon my 
delinquent subscription. Inclosed you will 
find sufficient amount to pay up to date 
and one year in advance. I must hav the 
paper. Hoping that you may frostrate 
the damnable schemes of the Canadian 
bigots, Iam, always for THE TRUTH SEEKER 

. and Freethought, C. W. MoDorman. 


Canada Will Yet be Free. 
Dora, Mo., Oct, 1, 1895, 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $2, 
for which send the paper as long as the 
amount lasts. There are a good many 
Liberals in this part of the country, but 
they are not able to subscribe for your 
most noble paper, J am real sorry to know 
tha; the postmaster-general of Canada has 


THE TRUTH. SEEKER. 
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Is Going to Take in the Dominion. 

Towa City, Ja., Oct. 1. 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find the remainder 
of my year's subscription. I do not won- 
der that ‘‘God’s servants" want TEE TRUTH 
SEEKER suppressed. They cannot answer 
the arguments of truth and liberty, but 
must resort to that old degrading scheme 
of force. ‘‘Trath crushed to earth shall 
rise again” shall be said of THe TRUTH 
SEEKER if, for a time, it is overshadowed 
by the cloud of suppression, but it will 
come ont with the stars and strives floating 
over them as their emblem of liberty, and 
the defeated clergy wil be weaker and 
wiser for their folly. I wish you all suc- 
cess in the fight that is now on, and am 

sure of your victory in the end. 
Yours truly, E. M. ALLEN. 


One Standby, Whatever Happens. 
West MoHenry, ILL., Sept. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find renewal to 

your valuable paper for two yesrs more. 
I hav delayed remitting, thinking that I 
could get at least one new subscriber. I 
giv away Tae TRUTH SEEKER, when I hav 
read it, and hav put copies in the post- 
offce—in boxes of those who I felt sure 
would like to subscribe for it—men who 
were able and liberal in their views, but 
when I called on them they made all kinds 
of excuses. You can imagin my surprise. 
Tbey all admire the paper, and would be 
pleased to hav it sent to them, but think 
$3 a big sum. 

I hav taken THE TRUTH SEEKER ever 
since it was published in Paris, Ill., and 
shall continue while Iliv. Iam not quite 
four score years yet, and think I hava few. 
more years to read it. Iam pleased with 


"Putnam's **Four Hundred Years of Free- 


thought,” 

I wouid like to liv to see THz TRUTH 
SzzkzRn delivered to every post-cffice in the 
United States. Only one comes to this 
office. My best respects to all interested 
in Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Yours-trely, 

: Wu. C. Howarp. 


Mortnary— John A. Walthall. 
REDMON, ILL., Sept. 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprros: Inclosed find $2.50 for 
twelve copies of ‘‘S-lf-Contradictions of 
the Bible,” and the remainder to pay what 
is due THE TRUTH SEZKER on account of 
John A. Walthall. That noble, kind, and 
honest man has gone to rest. ‘‘ He wakes 
not in the night to hear the rain.” He 
loved, and lived for humanity; his life 
was full of duty done, and all who ever 
knew him will say with me, He sleeps the 
sleep of the righteous. 

John A. Walthall was one of the firat 
and best friends of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
rendering material assistance to D. M. 
Bennett while in Paris, Il. 

L ka all true reformers, he never was 
hampered with an excess of this world’s 
gocds, but possessed a bright intellect, a 
kind heart, and a wiilingness to industri- 
ously employ his wonderfully mechanical 
brain and hand twelve to nxteen hours a 
day for between sixty and seventy years 
—the most industrious and self-sacrificing 
man lever knew. If in our endeavor to 
make others happy we increase our own 
enjoyment, then John A, Walthall must 
hav been one of the blest. I was away 
when he died. I think his death occurred 
August 31st. Mark Rowe. 


They are Helping Themselvs. 
BSsonowisH, Wass., Sept. 27, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find a V to square 
up to January, 1896. I hav been trying 
for the iast two years to get enough over 
and above my living to pay up my sub- 
scription to the best paper on earth, Tun 
TnaurH SszEekER. I hav at last succeeded. 
I am satisfied that you are in need of it, 
and would send more if I could. | 

We hav been looking for that great wave 
of prosperity that the daily papers hav so 
much to say about, sweeping over the 
country. But it has not reached here 
yet. It must hav got caught in a cyclone, 
and twisted into smithereens, 

As the government does not try to do 
anythirg to relieve the distress through- 
out the country, the producers propose to 
obtain relief through the Labor Exchange. 
There sre several branches in this state, 
and it will keep on organizing until there is 


taken steps tosbut Tax TaurH SEBKER out | oue in every town. I hav read up on it to 


of that country. Axton FISOBEB, 


' some extent, and I hav become thoroughly 


convinced that it is the grandest institu- 
tion on earth or anywhere else.  Free- 
thinkers are always in the front rank for 
any great reform for the betterment of 
the human race. Therefore they should 
investigate the Labor Exchange move- 
ment. Anyone wishing to investigate can 
obtain the necessary books by addressing 
the Progressiv Thought Company, Olathe, 
Kansas. J. S. MARTIN. 


Preacher Ahead of the Mother-in-Law. 
Romoxvus, Mion., Sept. 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Someone was talking awhile 
ago about marriage ceremunies being per- 
formed by justices of the peace. That is 
right, but when your mother-in-law must 
hav a preacher, what is one to do? That 
was where she had me about two months 
ago. I had to consent to the services of 
8 preacher for fear of ‘‘ what people would 
say.” But I was loaded for him. He was 
a Baptist of confessedly Agnostic convic- 
tions, so it was easy to get along with him. 
He first showed me & book full of nonsen- 
sical ceremonies, padded like a World's 
Fair Sunday closing petition with religion. 
I told him my belief was that marriage 
was & civil ceremony, to which he heartily 
agreed.. I then asked him what he thought 
of this, pulling & written ceremony from 
my pocket. He examined it and said, ‘‘It 
is good.” 

As long as it pleased my wife and myself 
and the preacher, too, it might be worth 
a perusal as a successful compromise. 
Here itis, allof it: ‘(Addressing groom by 
name) Do you take this woman to be your 
wife? Answer: Ido. (To bride) Do you 
take this man to be your husband? Pre- 
sumably same answer. (To all) If there 
is anyone present who obj:cts to the com- 
pletion of this ceremony, let him now 
speak, 

** (After pause.) 

**T then, by the authority vested in me 
by the people of the state of Michigan, 
pronounce you husband aud wife." 

How does that strike you as a secular 
ceremony for a preacher to use? It is all 
there, too, none of it having got away. 

He is the kind of preacher whom it isa 
delight to meet, to entertain, to travel 
with, or to attend his church. He is truly 
e pluribus unum, if that may mean an ex- 
ceptional spscimen in a great number. I 
wanted to catch him and retain him as a 
curiosity. He even opposes putting God 
in the Constitution. If we can find two or 
three more like him, I believe the country 
is safe. Yours, F. E. Roming, 


Religion in the Sonth. 
Baoxwoops, QA., Sept. 30, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: As I hav never seen a let- 
ter from Georgia in Tot TRUTH SEEKER, 
I hav concluded to write you one. I send 
you my name and address, but cannot per- 
mit you to publish the same, as that would 
mean pecuniary ruin. 

I am located in the *' wire grass" region 
(Lower Georgia), among the tall pines, the 
Methodists, Baptists, Hardshells, and saw- 
mills; where ignorance is at a premium 
and education away down below par, and 
the ** market very weak;" where supersti- 
tion wears & crown of glory, and reason is 
a beggar and an outcast; where ‘‘ belief” 
and ‘‘faith’? wear wreaths of laurel, and 
** goience ” is a meaningless word. 

As I write, I look out of my window. 
Far away in the west a great ball of fire is 
slowly sinking below the tops ot the dead 
pines. Their naked branches seem to re- 
mind me of the long gone years, when the 
world, ‘‘according to law,” stood still. In 
the distance the sunlight glimmers on the 
steeple of a little white **god house," 
whose windows will soon rattle at the ap- 
proach of the on-rushing vestibule. I 
don’t know whether ‘‘God” approves of 
his windows being rattled or not, but truly 
“force”? is no respecter of windows, 
whether they be in God's houses, or those 
of other people of less note. 

The people here are all firm believers in 
Gad and a flat world. In fact, the county 
board of education has several times de- 
cided that the world is flat, and the afore- 
said board of education is a tribunal that 
is “Shard to down." It issaid that some 
three or four years ago, they refused a 
young man froin Massachusetts a certifi- 
cate to teach school in the county, because 
rumor had it that said young man bad 


‘the whites. 
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publicly remarked **that he took no stook 
in either hell-fire or the devil," aud *' that 
if Samson ever slew three thousand Philis- 
tines with the jaw-bone of an ass, he must 
hav been a Methodist preacher and talked 
'em to death." 

I went to a **foot wash" some time ago, 
I wonder how many of your readers ever 
went toa foot wash? I tell you it would 
hav made old Isaiah snicker. Some of the 
brethren's feet were pretty rusty. One old 
fellow had toe nails that looked like claws, 
and while his feet were being washed the 
*holy laugh" came on him. His eyes 
seemed to become set, his lower jaw 
dropped, his hair stood up like the quills 
on a porcupine, and while his whole body 
twitched spasmodically, there issued from 
his mouth the sound that a person might 
make while trying to pronounce continu- 
ously the word ‘‘ hat,” and leaving off the 
final letter. 

Such is the work of '*God." It is sad 
indeed to look upon it. I am sometimes 
tempted to believe that of all the freaks 
and monsters with which the hypocrisy of 
priesthood has ever filled the skies, **God" 
is the worst. 

I suppose very few of your readers hav 
ever attended a protracted meeting of 
Georgia Negroes, Their conduct, while 
suffering from religious excitement, is 
fully as foolish and ridiculous as that of 
One night, not long ago, I 
went to a Negro protrac‘ed meeting. The 
preacher was a curiosity. He was as black 
as the ace of spades, and his teeth, which 
were faultless, and white as snow, were 
constantly showing, giving him a ghastly 
appearance. Notwithstanding his limited 
vocabulary, his descriptiv powers were re- 
markable. As he stood there in the dim 
light of the lamps, resembling some being 
from the regions he was describing, the 
picture he drew of the final punishment 
of those who failed to believe was anything 
else than that calculated to inspire the 
heart with love and reverence. He de- 
scribed the day of judgment. He told 
how, at the last, the chosen would be 
caught up and remain suspended in the 
air, looking down with pleasure upon the 
old world wrapping up in flames, and hear- 
ing with joy the shrieking and howling of 
the lost. Indeed, I can scarcely describe 
the utter contempt and loathing with which 
he, poor ignorant Negro though he was, 
inspired me for his ‘‘God” and his mercy 
(?) ** which endureth forever." A fiend so 
infernally atrocious, a monster so savage 
and cruel, although only a creature of the 
imagination, fills me with unspeakable 
loathing and disgust, The congregation 
sang: 

O sinner you can’t stand the fire! 

O sinner you can’t stand the firel! 

O sinner you can’t stand the fire!!! 
to a wild, weird, and unearthly note. No 
wonder some of the poor creatures had 
** fits" and ** trances;" no wonder the state 
asylum is filled with religious devotees. 
Yet, in the face of all this, Smith's ** His- 
tory of Georgia," which i8 prescribed by 
the state authorities for use in the public 
schools, says that a Negro may be promi- 
nent in the church, and that his standing 
will in no way be impaired by theft; that 
religion does not in any way serve to check 
their natural propensity to commit petty 
crimes. This isa fatal admission, coming 
as it does from so high a Christian source. 

Long may Tug TRUTH SEEKER and its 
noble promulgators flourish; may the 
number of souls from which it strikes the 
fetters and shackles of superstition be le. 
gion. A Gzoraia ATHEIST, 


Lecture Notes. 
Patron Grove, Wis., Oct. 2, 1895. 

Mz. EprroR: Omaha, Nebraska, is a 
city of one hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand people, a great railroad center, amd 
the key to the Western states. No more 
progressiv place exists west of Chicago, 
and it was to be expected that I would 
find there many good Liberals, and I was 
not disappointed. They hav organized a 
society, and christened it ‘‘The Omaha 
Philosophical Association.” Its platform 
is free for discussion of all questions, but 
my visit was the occasion of the first Free- 
thought lecture they ever had. J. W. 
Logan is president, W. M. Victor, secre- 
tary, and S. G. Emery, treasurer. Mr. 
Jobn MoArdle made most of the arranges 
ments for the meeting, and although a 
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laboring man, working for a laboring 
man’s wages, he raised all the funds, and 
did all the rustling after his working 
- hours. This ought to be a lesson for those 
Liberals of means and leisure who declare 
it impossible to arrange for lectures. An 
interesting fact ia Mr. MoArdle's life is 
that he and his wife, also a strong Lib- 
eral were united by 8. P. Putnam, when 
the Secular Pilgrim wasa Unitarian minis- 
ter in Omaha. Mr. F. J. Griffin is an 
activ member, and did good work to 
make our meeting successful. Mr. Victor 
is a Liberal throughout, and Mr. Logan, 
though much interested in financial sub- 
jəcts, has been in the past and is now an 
activ Freethinker. The same can be said 
of Mr. Emery and Judge Bartlett. Mr. 
W. E. Blina and Mr. Bashby came over 
from Oouncil Bluffs. I hav noticed a 
tendency on the part of Liberal organiza- 
tions to devote their time to the discussion 
of politica! and social questions slmost to 
the exclusion of Freethought. This is a 
mistake; the political question is discassed 
on every hand, and the people do not want 
to hear it continually. Liberalism is not 
often dealt with publicly. In many socie- 
ties and debating clubs it is a forbidden 
topic. Hence tbe people will go to a place 
where they can hear it, In Omsha, we 
had sbout twice the audience they ever 
had when a political question was discussed, 
and my experience in Liberal societies 
almost invaribly proves this to be true. 
No subject should be excluded, but it is a 
mistake to monopolizs all the time with 
one. Early Monday morning, friend Mo- 
Ardie accompanied me to the depot, and I 
took the train for Castana, Iowa. Al- 
though the locomotiv was injured and we 
had to wait for another, it was not long 
until I arrived and shook hands with my 
genial correspondent, Leon A. Hoadley. 
Castana is an old stamping-ground for 
Freethought lecturers, for in the time of 
Franklin A. Day, whose generosity in our 
cause is fresh in the memory of many who 
read these words, **the intellectual yeast 
was always rising." To-day his two sons, 
Preston and Joseph, take his place. Mr. 
Hoadley’s father was a pioneer Freethinker 
in this locality, and now his mother and 
two sisters, as well as himself, help hold 
the fort. I was billed to giv three lec- 
tures, and gave two in Joseph Day’s hall 
to good audiences. Some weeks previous 
the church had secured the hall for one of 
its side-shows, and they happened to 
want it on the third night of my lectures. 
The Adventists very kindly granted us the 
use of their church, and I gave a lecture 
on the Sunday question to a full house. 

Prominent in attendance each night was 
Hon. F. F. Roe and wife. Notwithstand- 
ing his outepoken Infidel opinions he was 
elected to represent Monona county in the 
legislature, and by a large majority. 
Messrs. Aaron Davis, Myron Wylie, Mark 
D. Hanshot, and Mr. Norcross are strong 
supporters of Freethought. I was the 
guest of the Hoadleys, and spent a pleas- 
ant day with Mr. Aaron Davis. Mr. Davis 
in his younger days was a whaler, and has 
jn his possession many mementoes of that 
now almost extinct occupation. He holds 
what to many at the present time isa relic, 
and possibly not a similar document is 
held by any man in the West. Itis an 
American seaman’s ‘‘ protection paper," 
certifying that he was an American citizen 
and thus preventing his being impressed 
into the English service. I had a short 
visit with Preston Day and wife. Mrs. 
Day, though an invalid, has a burning in- 
terest in mental emancipation which bodily 
infirmities cannot quench. 

From Castana I go to Orange City and 
spend a day at the hospitable home of Dr. 
and Mrs. de Lespinasse. The doctor is & 
strong individualist, but if all were like 
him we would certainly hav no need for 
government. j 

My next appointment is St. Oharles, 
Minn., where Iam met by my ever-activ 
and genial friend, B. Peabody. Having 
been there before, I knew what to expeot. 
St. Charles has a well-developed and firm 
Liberal element that is not afraid to show 
itself. Even the ministers are Liberal. 
Rev. Mr. Smith, of the Methodist church, 
is a broad-minded man, and Rev. Brown, 
formerly of the Congregational church, 
has left orthodoxy for Uniterianism, I 
gave two leotures—one Sunday morning 
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and the other Sunday afternoon. Mr. and 


Mrs. James came in from Eyota, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnson from Kasson. I spent a 
day with Mr. Peabody at his home, amid 
the enjoyment of books and. conversa- 
tion with ‘‘ mine host." Nor must I for- 
get my visit with Leonard Knapp. When 
a pioneer settler of Wisconsin, he had 
nothing to read but the Bible, and he read 
it, and from that day to this has been a 
Freethinker. He knows it almost word for 
word. He is an admirer of Robert Burns, 
and delights to read his poems aloud. I 
was disappointed in not meeting my friend, 
E. E. Crooks, who has moved to Salt Lake 
City. Wherever he is Liberalism has a 
stanch defender. ~ i 
From St. Charles, my destination is 
Patch Grove, Wisconsin. 
eighty miles down the left bank of the 
Mississippi brings me to Bagley, where 


the veteran Infidel, Jas. Hicklin, meets me 
Itis a nine-mile drive to 


with a buggy. 
Patch Grove, over hills and rocks, but in 
two hours we are at the Bidwell house, 


kept by John Bidwell, an Infidel to the 
I soon learn that Freethought has 


core, 
a history in Patch Grove, Years ago a 
branch of the National League was organ- 
ized. 
locality were Liberals. 
building called the 


thinkers. 


portrait of Thomas Paine. Once ats pub- 


lic entertainment, the Methodist preacher 


turned this picture face to the wall, 


but it was not only replaced in its orig- 


inal position, but the meddlesome sky- 
pilot received a severe rebuke. 


gone, Liberal thought is still in the ascend- 
ancy. 


the meetings. The first night two Metho- 


dist preachers were present, but neither 
If the 


accepted my invitation to criticise, 
condition of the Methodist church, the 
only one in the place, is indicativ of Chris. 
tianity, itis in a dilapidated state. That 
and the parson’s house are in a falling- 
down condition—yet it is the only church 
in the village. Among the hard workers 
of past years are the Hicklin Brothers, 
James and Walter. Their names are on 
the old League Charter. Mrs. Mary 
Humphry, though advanced in years, and 
liviug in the country, came in every night. 
John and Susan Bidwell are yet in the 
front ranks. Mr.and Mrs H. F. Young 
and daughter are proud to make a stand 
for liberty. Robt. Oollier was an early 


abolitionist, as well as an Infidel all his 


life. He lived in Salem, Ohio, when Jo- 
seph Barker was there. wir. Waffenden 
also carries many years of service in be- 
half of humanity. | FRANKLIN STEINER. 


In Eastern Oregon—Katie Kehm Smith's 
Work and Death. 
. JogN Day, OR., Sept. 24, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: At different times during 
the last six weeks hav I begun writing a 
letter to Tat Terura SrEKER, but each 
time, before I could close, something has 
happened which caused me to leave my 
letter unfinished. But the end has come, 
and there will be no more changes made, 
Mrs, Katie Kehm Smith, the greatest Lib- 
eral lecturer and debater on this coast, 
died of typhoid fever at my house on the 
night of Sept. 18, 1895, at half-past nine, 
She was taken sick on Aug. 8th, and never 
left her bed again alive. Her husband, 
Mr. D. W. Smith, arrived at her bedside 
a few days after she was taken sick, and 
watched by her, day and night, until life 
left her, On Sept. 19th, after hurriedly 
preparing the body to be taken a long 
distance, Mr. Smith and myself started 
with it for Wagner, where she had deliv- 
ered her first lectures and had her first 
debates in Eastern Oregon, and where her 
friends were most numerous, On our road 
we were met by Mr. Wainscott and other 


Liberals, of Fox Valley, and Mr. Jose.h. 
Putnam, of Monument. They had been’ 


notified of Mrs. Smith's death, and fur- 
nished valuable aid, enabling us to make 
good time over this mountainous country. 
They also escorted us to Wagner and at- 
tended the funeral Good Liberals, in- 


A journey of 


The most influential men in the 
A large brick 
** Academy,” which 
adorns the hiil, was built chiefly by Free- 
The upper story is used for a 
school room ; the lower is fitted up asa 
hall, with a stage, and on the wall hangs a 


While 
the old ‘‘ stand-bys” of former years are 


A county fair and a big revival at 


Bloomington diminished our audience 
somewhat, but not to injure the success of 


be carried on. 


deed, to leave their homes sud work, ona 
minute’s notice, to assist at the funeral of 
one whom they had never heard speak and 
who was known to them only as an honest 
representativ of the Secular cause. 

A man having been sent ahead to carry 
the news to Wagner, Mrs. Smith’s friends 
there had all'arrangements made necessary 
for the burial. Word was sent to Lone 
Rock to notify the Liberals of that place, 
and from far aud near hundreds of friends 
were present at the funeral to pay their 
last tribute to their Liberal friend and 
lecturer, and by far the largest procession 
ever seen in that settlement followed to 
the grave. 

Mr. OC. N. Wagner, a stanch Liberal, 
delivered the funeral oration, which was 
well received by even the Christians, who 
were present in goodly numbers, Our 
thanks are due to all the Liberals of that 
place for their prompt assistance in this 
hour of need. 

Mrs. Smith was buried on Saturday 
evening, Sept. 21st. The news of her 
death was somewhat unexpected by her 
friends at Wagner, as the last reports they 
received of her illness were favorable and 
news of her relapse had not reached them, 

Mrs. Smith came to Wagner sometime 
in June, and delivered the oration on the 
Fourth of July. She also had three de- 


bates at that place with a blustering and 
over-bearing Baptist minister, who was 


supported by two other preachers. Al- 


though the odds in numbers were against 
her she nevertheless a¢quitted herself su- 
perbly, and over twenty signers to the 


Oregon State Secular Union were the re- 
sult of the victory. After this she went to 


Mitchell, where she had another tilt with 
the same preachers, the resalt of which 
you will find in the inclosed clipping from 
After delivering 


the Mitchell Monitor. 
several lectures at Prineville, Dayville, 


and other places, she arrived at this piace, 
Jobn Day City, on Aug. 5th. But she 
already showed signs of having overtaxed 


her strenzth, and after delivering two 
lectures here and one at Canyon City, she 
was persuaded to rest at least one day be- 
fore proceeding to Prairie City. Her ap- 
pointment there, as at other places, was 
canceled shortly afterwards. While Mrs. 


Smith was with us, she did great work for 
the Oregon State Secular Union and the 
Liberal cause in general in Oregon, mak- 


ing converts wh2rever she went, and it is 
somewhat strange to the Liberals out here 
that no mention was ever made of her in 
any of the published reports from Oregon. 
Her success in converting Christians to 
Secularism was almost marvelous. Mrs. 
Smith died as she had lived, a stanch 
Infidel and Liberal, and although the 
story has already been started (as was to be 


expected) by our Ohristian neighbors that 


she recanted and called for ministers to 


pray for her, I am ina position to know 
that there is no truth whatever in the re- 


Onas. Q. Oaspary. 


port. 


Below will be found the editorials from 
the Monitor, followed by & quotation from 
another local paper and the Monitor's 
comments thereon: 

THE AFTERMATH. 

Now, that the smoke of battle has cleared 
away, we can look over the field and make 
an approximate estimate of the losses on 
either side in the great contest recently 
engaged in between the Bapiist division of 
the army of the Lord and His Satanic 
Majesty’s legion. : 

Of course, and as predicted by the 
Monitor, a victory was claimed by both 
the contending parties, and there is where 
the matter must rest for the present at 
least. Yet it would seem to us that the 
Status of religion and Infidelity had taken 
on & somewhat different aspect in this 
community—Infidelity having become a 
little more pronounced and aggressiv. . 

The debate, which lasted some four 
days, was marked throughout by a vin- 
dietiv, venomous spirit, not only by the 
worthy defender of divine inspiration, 
but also upon the part of some of his fol- 
lowers, who were ever on the alert to 
show a feeling of hatred toward the op- 
p^sing side whenever opportunity was 
offered. This action on the part of the 
Ohristian element had a tendency to spur 


the friends of the **bad cause” up to a 


spirit of. resentment. . Under such cireum- 
stances, deliberate discussion could not 
Personalities were in- 
dulged in, outside issues were dragged in, 
until, at times, the subject of debate was 


entirely lost sight of, especially when the 
learned champion of 


Ohristianity would 


667 


relate some. ‘‘cock-and bull story ” about 
the ill treatment he had received at the 
hands of the Monitor, or would. throw 
open some imaginary ghastly wound 
which had been inflicted upon his person 
by some one of Mitchell’s bloody cut- 
throat citizens. All this kind of digression 
had the effect of showing that the divine 
man was at least weak in.the flesh, as all 
mortals are said to be. The doctor re- 
minded us in his tactics of debate of the 
minister who was preaching on the text 
of man being created in the image of his 
maker, with all God-like attributes, eto. 
He became imbued with the idea that he 
was himself peculiarly Christ-like, and in 
order to test the matter, he proposed to 
come down from the pulpit and hav the 
congregation come forward and revile 
him in all manner of ways, for the space 
of five minutes. Of course. they came for- 
ward and stepped on his bunions, pulled 
his ears and nose, and did other annoying 
things, all of which he stood with com-: 
mendable Christian fortitude. Finally, 
however, à member of the flock approached 
with a rotten egg in his hand and com- 
menced tapping it upon his forehead. The 
odoriferous hen-fruit was broken at last, 
when the imitator of Ohrist drew his 
watch and gave notice that he had just one 
more minute to stand the Ohrist like 
busivess, and then he would lick the son- 
of-a-gun that broke the egg on his face. 
In the wind up of the great debate of last 
-week, on Friday, & great commotion was 
created by the ladies of the Women’s 
Ohristian Temperance Union presenting 
the learned divine Moore with quite a 
number of beautiful bouquets. This ac- 
tion on their part was followed by the 
naughty Infidels bringing in their gifts 
for the little Infidel lecturer, in such pro- 
fusion as to almost obscure her from pub- 
lic gaze as she stood among the fragrant 
display of Eastern Oregon’s choicest speci- 
mens of Flora’s world. In addition to the 
gift of flowers the little lady received the 
liberal donation of some $32 in cash. 

Now, after having viewed this matter in 
all its varied aspects, and looking at the 
results as they are, was not the Monitor 
right in its advice and coutsel to our God- 
fearing people when it admonished them 
to let Katie Kehm *'say her little piece ” 
and depart hence without let or hindrance? 
Nothing buta stubborn heart and a per- 
verse nature will certainly attempt .to 
throw any burden of blame at the door of 
the Monitor. 


In our editorial columns will be found 
an article under the caption of ‘*The 
Aftermath,” in regard to the recent de- 
bate, Our readers expect us to say some- 
thing on the subject and there it is. To 
some the article may seem a little severe, 
but to those familiar with the facts iu the 
case, it will be looked upon as jast. The 
Monitor did not seek warfare from the 
first, and would hav gladly held ita peace, 
if public opinion aud the publie good 
would hav permitted. We hav been on 
the defensiv throughout. In one instance, 
at least, our business interests were at- 
tacked. A paragraph in our paper was 
read to one of our patrons and so perverted 
as to induce him to come to the publication 
office with the intention of withdrawing 
his support. The paragraph was again 
read to him verbatim as pub!ished in the 
entire edition, and all was satisfactory. 
The paragraph wes in relation to the attack 
made upon the Monitor and its editor at a 
religious meeting of the Salvation Army, 
We shall giv no names just now. It is pos- 
sible that any of our readers can guess 
who did the dirty work to which we hav 
made allusion. . 


* Katie Kehm Smith, of Portland, the 
‘champion’ of sectarianism in Oregon, 
met her match r2cently at Wagner, in the 
Lone Rock country, in the person of Rev. 
J. T. Moore, of Mitchell. Kate has a style 
peculiarly characteristic of an Infidel. She 
givs what she Calls a history of the origin 
of religion, quoting voluminously from 
Paine, Bob Ingersoll Underwood, et al., 
proving to the * satisfaction ' (gratification 
of desire) of her Infidel followers, that all 
Christians are deluded, ignorant fanatics, 
She came to Wagner to deliver & Fourth of 
July oration, and elated at the idea of hav- 
ing so much brain in the country all ab 
once her followers challenged anybody, 
everybcdy, to discuss the Bible with her. 
Reverend Moore accepted, and one who 
was there informs us that Mr. vı. handled 
the subject so ably, and did the lady up so 
effactually that there is quite a change in 
sentiment at Wegner, and the good people 
there hav decided to proceed at once with 
the building of a church," — Moro Observer, 
[Ihe above sounds very nice, and is a 
stereotype of the story brought to this 
place by one of the principals in the con- 
test, but it was not published as reported. 
We since learned, and from good author- 
ity, that the people of Wagner bav no 
thought of erecting a church edifice at 
present. No more idea of it than they 
had before the celebrated debate cocurred. 
The **one who was there,” and reported 
to the Observer, can easily be guessed,— 
E», Monitor.) 
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@hildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
Firer, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 5 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


A Misunderstanding. 


Polerene Perry and I fell out 
(Or Pelerene he fell out with me); 
If Isheuld tell how it came about, 
You would know a3 much as we. 


Anyway, I was not to blame 
(Thouch Pelerene laid it all on me), 
But right in the middle grandpa came, 
And took us both on his nice fat knee. 


* What is the trouble with my little girl?” 
Grandpa smiled so tenderly 

That I looked down and pulled my curl, 
And said, * Why, Pells’s mad with me.” 


Dear grandpa said, with a bigger smile, 
“ Pelly, my bor, do let us see! 

Don’t pout your lips in that ugly style; 
I wouldn't quarrel, it seems to me!” 


Then Pelerene pulled at his sailor knot, 
* T didn’t,” he cried; “sl e’s cross with me," 
Then all of us laughed and kissed on the spot, 
'Cause nobody really was cross, you see. 
: — Cora Stuart Wneeler. 
— 
A Happy Family. 
Iknow a happy family of cunning boys and girls 
Who hav such rcund and rosy cheeks and pretty 
golden curls, 
In all that they may hav to do they pleasantly 
agree, 
And every One of them is kind and good as 
good can be. 


They never call each other names nor pull each 
other’s hair ; 

Nor find the slightest bit of fault with what they 
hav to wear. 

They never cry at night because they hav to go 
to bed i 

Nor ever frown at any one, no matter what is 
said. 

Not one of them was ever known to try to tease 
the cat . 

Or even hav 2 wish to do a naughty deed like 
that. 

When they are asked to do a thing, they never 
say, “I shan’t.” 

Because they're sawdust boys and girls, and s0, 
you see, they can’t.  —Nixon Waterman. 


Mr. Hudson’s Hobby. 


Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Dear Friend: 
Please excuse the liberty I take in address- 
ing you in the above manner, but I think 
all true Freethirkers should be and are 
friends. I am thirty-four years old and 
hay a very limited education—am able to 
read plain English, that is all I hav al- 
ways been a Freethinker, though I did not 
know there was an Infidel paper printed 
in the world until, about three years ago, 
a friend lent mea TEUTH SEEKER. Since 
that time I hav read_every column, and I 
intend to as long as I can raise the stamps 
to buy it, and if I were able I would hav 
every book the Truth Seeker Company 
publish, but poverty is in the way, so I 
can get only à few. I therefore ask it of 
you, as a great favor. to help me select. I 
hav read ''Right Living.” Ingersoll's 
Lectures, ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason,” 
** Preethinker’s Text. Book," ** Old Testa- 
ment Stories," ''Brain and Bible," and 
various small tracts, and I like them all. 
Every time I read a chapter in them I won- 
der hcw people with a college education, 
with a spoonful of brains in their heads, 
can look a perron in ihe eye and say the 
scriptures are inspired by an sll-wise crea- 
tor. 

Miss Wixon, I hav a hobby and I am 
sure you can help meont. Though I never 
believed in the Christian's god [ used. to 
think I had a someihing called « sonl, 
which the lower animals had not, but 
science has never discovered & soul, and if 
evolution is a fact we are one with the 
animal kingdom. Now, I hav lived in the 
wilderness all my life, and many are the 
wild deer I hav slain for pleasure and 
profit, but I am done killing any animal 
kind unless it be a savage beast, and I 
don’t know but what they hav as good a 
right to life as savage man. The Chris- 
tians say God gave fhem dominion, but 
where does the Infidel get Ais authority? 
Some good doctois bav said we could liv 
on a vegetable diet, and for three years I 
hav not tasted meat of any kind, and I 
feel better and can stand hard work bet- 
ter. I used to imagin I enjoyed taking 
the life of an animal, but now it is a 
greater pleasure to see them play in all 
their natural glory. 

Now, Miss Wixon, will you kindly giv 
me your opinion on the subject, and what 
has been written relativg to 1t? They call 
me a *'erank," a **fool," ete., for not eat- 
ing meat, but I don’t care for that, Iwant 
them fo snswer the question, where they 
get their right to take life to satisfy their 


appetite? 
to explore the 
ural history? 


your valuable time. 
Yours for justice and truth, 
Ep. Hvnsow. 
Armstrong Creek. Wis., Sept. 28, 295. 


[It is to be acknowledged that man nat- 
urally requires little if any flesh food to 
sustain life, Our friend has demonstrated 
that he can liv very well without it. So 
ean and do many others. But it has be- 
come the custom to devour the flesh of 
animals, and most of the people like to be 
in the fashion, The teeth of man do not 
indicate that he is by nature carnivorous, 
His teeth are not like those of the tiger or 
dog, nor yetlike those of the herbivorous 
animals, as the cow or sheep. But they 
are of the same nature as the ape and gor- 
illa’s who liv on fruits and nuts. A great 
deal of meat as food generates earthy salts 
in the blood, and is & frequent cause of 
rheumatism, neuralgia, and carbuncles. 
There is, also, much diseased meat in the 
market, which is a prolific cause of disease, 
One cannot be too cautious, if he must eat 
meat, inits selection. An animal infected 
with trichinz or tuberculosis cannot be 
wholesome food. The editor of the Corner 
knows of a once bright little boy who was 
thrown into convulsions, and has become 
idiotic, a perfect wreck, through the use of 
milk from a cow diseased with tubercu- 
losis. Itis safe to cook milk thoroughly 
by boiling, as then disease germs are de- 
stroyed. The Brahmans eat no meat, and 
they number 100,000,090. They denounce 
our custom of killing and eating ani- 
mals as monstrous, a great shame to civ- 
ilization, 

We are akin to animals of all kinds. We 
should be gentle and kind toward them. 
Itisa question whether it is kindness to 
murder and devour them. In Thomson’s 
** Seasons" we read that— 

Ensanguined man 
Is now become the lion of the plain, 


And worse. . 
Shall he, fair form, 
Who wears sweet smiles and looks ‘erect 
on heaven, 
E'er stoop to mingle with the prowling 
herds 
And dip his tongue in gore ? 
The beast of prey, 
Blood.stained, deserves to bleed, but you, 
ye flocks, 
What bav you done ? ye peaceful people, 
what 
To merit death ? You who hav given us 
milk 
In luscious streams, and lent us your own 


coat 
Against the winter's cold? And the plain 


ox, E 

That harmless, honest animal 

In what has he offended ? He whose toil, 

Patient and ever-ready, clothes the land 

With all the pomp of harvest—shali he 
bleed, 

And struggling, groan beneath the cruel 


an 

Even of the clown he feeds? and that, 
perhaps, 

To swell the riot of the autumnal feast 

Won by his labor. 

The best work for a mineral hunter 
would be, we think, Dana’s ‘‘Mineralogy.” 
Dana’s ‘‘ Geology,” revised edition, is a 
standard work and comprehensiv, but 
the work on mineralogy is a smaller book 
and handy to take with one in his rambles 
over the mountains. ‘‘ Nature and Man 
in America,” by Professor Shaler, of 
Harvard University, is also another good 
book for a companion over the plains and 
mountains, — Ep. C. C.] 


—— SF 


Ethel’s Idea of Thunder. 


Little four-year-old Ethel recently ao- 
companied her mother on a visit to friends 
in Nevada county, and for the first time 
in her life heard heavy blasting in the 
mines, says the San Francisco Post. Cu- 
riosity soon took the place of fear, and her 
mother was compelled to explain the pro- 
cess in every detail She told the little 
girl how the miners drilled holes in the 
hard rock, filled them with powder, put in 
a fase and, after touching a match to it, 
ran to a place of safety to await the explo- 
rion that would break up the rocks into 
bits. Ethel was greatly interested in it all, 
and her mother took her to see the whole 
process. 

A few days afterward a thunder storm 


Can you recommend some good 
book for a mineral hunter? (Am going 
Cascade mountains next 
summer.) What is the best book on nat- 


I humbly beg pardon for intruding on 


came up. 
Ethel inquired: i 

** Ia that a blast, mamma?” 

** No, Ethel, that is thunder.” 

** Do the men make it with powder?" 

** No, my child, God makes it." 

“How does he do, mamma? Does he 


touch it off and run?” 
ee ee 


How He Fell. 

A youngster who livs out in the South- 
ern part of the city, says the Louisville 
Commercial, had just been dressed in his 
clean clothes for the evening, and was out 
on the sidewalk playing with his little 
friends, when he fell in the gutter and 
covered himself with mud and water from 
head to foot. He went home with his 
heart full of dread. When his mother saw 
him she threw up her hands in horror. 

**Now, what hav you been doing?" she 
cried, . 

“I fell in the gutter," whimpered the 
young hopeful. 

** By this time the mother had him in 
her clutches, and, giving him a good shake, 
asked: 

** How in the world did you fall in the 
gutter?” 

** Sideways,” sniffed the youngster. 

a E 
Abo"t the Kaleidoscope. 

You hav all seen and been amused by 
one, no doubt. Your great grandparents 
probably enjoyed them as much as yoa 
hav done, for they were invented by Dr. 
Brewster. of London, in 1818. They were 
popular at once, and could not be made 
fast enough to supply the demand ; 200,- 
000 were sold in three months. The study 
of the beautiful forms displayed by the 
kaleidoscope is a great pleasure ; they are 
always new, always changing. It is sad to 
say that the inventor was defrauded of his 
rights, and reaped but little advantage 
from the enormous sales of his toy. 


-———————— f ——— ————— 
What the Little Folks Are Saying. 
Teacher: '*As the twig is bent the tree 
is inclined. Do you quite understand 
what that means?" 
Scholar: ''Yes, sir. When bicyclists 
grow up they'll walk stooping.” 


The kid had smashed his father's shav- 
ing mug and done sundry other damage, 
when his mother discovered him. “O 
Freddy!" she exclaimed, horrified, ‘* what 
will your papa say when he comes home 
and sees what you hav done?” “Well, 
mamma,” he replied, with half a smile, 
“I don’t think I would like to repeat it 
it before you."— Puck. 


The professor was lecturing on some of 
the habits and customs of the ancient 
Greeks to his class. ‘The ancient Greeks 
built no roofs over their theaters," said 
the professor. ‘*‘ What did the ancient 
Greeks do when it rained?" asked Johnny. 
The professor took off his spectacles, pol- 
ished them with his handkerchief, and re- 
plied calmly: ** They got wet, I suppose." 
— M — € À—— 


Sickness Among Chiidren 


is prevalent at all seasons of the year, but can be 
avoided largely when they are properly cared for. 
Infant Health is the title of a valuable pamphlet 
accessible to all who willsend addreas to the N. 
Y. Condensed Milk Co , N. Y. City. 


PUBLICATION*, 


“Intercourse Between the Siul and Body.’ 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 
Interesting books by same author: 
a Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp... 
Divine Love and wisdom,” 248 pp. 
“Divine Providence,” 308 pp.,........ 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 
A Story o' the Rightway Almshouse 


A.short story that will interest children and 
Parents. 


By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. - 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SREKER CO., 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT U. ADAMS, 


Being the story of bis mental Journey frop 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Prios. oaver, 25 gente; cloth 75 centes, 


At the first roll of thunder 


` YVA o. i 
H. WIXON'S WORKS. 


Right Living, Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance 


12mo, 300 pp., 81. 
And Other Stories for 


Apples of Gold, 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1 25. 


The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand. 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti. 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 Dy., boards. %1. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


A. NEW BOOK. 


EDEOLOGY 


By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D, 
A Treatise on the Generative System, 
In three parts, including 


Pre-natal Influence, (Influence which af- 
fects an unboru child.) 
Limitation of Offspring. and 
Hygiene of the Generative System, 
Containing 
Plain Facts on Private Subjects for att Adults. 
This book desls in an open, . 
frank, but d-licate way, with all points of in- 
terest on the generative system, 
It treats of 
Personal and Social Physiology and, Hygiene. 


WHat THE MARRIED Ovaur To Know 
In order to live heal' hy lives and produce healthy 
offspring. 

It is free from medical technicalities, written 
on the highest moral plane,and in such a way 
that evervone may read and understand it. It is 
most highi commended by the press, eminent 
Phssicians, and prominent people of all callings. 

Itis printed from targe. new, clear-faced type, 
on good piper, in one volume, well bound. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. 


Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Latayette Place, New York. 


LEEEET EA E 1. 
M You will ride 
Y a Bicycle 


¥ 


Of course you willride. Allthe 
world will—fashion, pleasure, 
business — men, 
women, children. 
It takes a while 
sometimes for the 
world to recog- 
nize its privileges; 
but when it does 
it adapts itself 
promptly. There- 
fore, you whoare 
in the world will 
ride a bicycle—a 


COLUMBIA 


bicycle if you desire the best the 
world produces ; a Hartford, the 
next best, if anything short of a 
Columbia will content you. 
Columbias, $100; Hartfords, 
$80 $60; for boys and girls, $50. 


POPE MFG. C0., Hartford, Conn. 


Boston, New York, Chicogo, 
San Francisco, Providence, Buffalo. 


A Cataloguo—comprehon .ive, beautiful —at any 
agency freo, or by mai) far two 2cent stamps. The 
book telis of all the new Columbias and Hartfords 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. 


KEKKEL 4 4 4 4 4 « 


Y 
Y 
Y 
y 


I have facilities to repair 
clo-ely regulate and re.urn watches 2d or 8d 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butcher d instead of restored Many 
are now making monsy but tsut store can make 
Money easv by 8ending me the work of their 
friends and neighbor:. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Bilver-ware, etc. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; T.e Ingersoli Sou- 
venir Spo: n, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Ocrozer 19, 1895] 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution 
Start Christians Thinking. 


if you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
het as " Eye-openers," in doing ' Missionary 
Work," convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 
these valuable little evangels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They aresolow in ptice that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
graiuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 
post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed Exposing the Incon- 
gissenoy of Christians Generally. H. Clay : 1 
T E r MEI m 0 

Astro-iheology: L.L Dawson, Showing the 

tory of Christ in the New Testament to 

bo but an Allegorical representation of 

the sun's course through the aierent 
zodiacai signs 
Aposties of Christ- Austin Holyoak 
The Bible Goa Disproved by Nature. 


Col 
Bible poan, Robert G. Ingersoll.......... 8 
'rhe Bible: Is it Reliableas a Guide? O. Watts. 2 
Blasphemy ang the Bible. C B Reynolds. .... 5 
Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes as the Inspired | Word of God..... 5 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. F. Max Muller.. 5 
Constantine the Great, Portraying the Tni- 
quity of of the First Christian Emperor. 3 
Hy Preston........eie ree nette 
The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitutional. 
This is the statute under which Mr. 
. Wise is now sndict.d for sending a 
yerse {rom the Bibie through the mail.) 


Cruelty and Oredulity of the Human Hace. 
Dr. DanielArter............... eee enn 2 

Christianity a Borrowed Xystem. Bennett. 2 

Christianity: Its Nature and Influence on 


Civilization. Charles Watts ............ 5 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts ........ 2 
The Ohristiau Faith. 200 Questions Without 

ATSWOLS.-vve eie a veseas T PUE 2 


Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Christian Missionary and a Chinese 
Mandarin ccs sivevesasessenan soesewnsas aos 2 

The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 5 

Christian Scheme of Redemption, O. Watts. 2 

The Church and Educavion. Anti-Jesuit..... 5 

The Church and Freethonghit. Franklin 

feiner... r A 10 

Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shall the Mails 

be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 


of The Truth Seeker................ e 3 
The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi. 
days. SP Putnam .........cc cece eee eens 1 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.. 1 
The Devil's Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 
Due. John Syphers NOME T 2 
Daniel in the Lion's Den. D. M. Bennett..... 2 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
Austin Holyoake............-. eee 5 
Decadence of Christianity................. ses sd 


The Decline of Faith. J 5 Remsburg 
Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Watts.. 2 
Does there Exist a Moral governor of the 


niverse? Austin "Holyoake REFS 3 
Doubts vot Infidels. Questions by a Weak but 
incere Christian......... ... eese 5 


The Ethics of Religion. W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 5 
Evolution Teaches Neither Athei m nor Ma- 


terialism. B. 8 Brigham, MD. see 3 
. Evolution of Israel's God. . A. L. Rawson ^ 5 
` Essays on Miracles. David Hume............. 10 
Father, Son, and Hol Ghost. T rE Longshore 
The Fear of Deat 


ath . M. Benneftt............ 5 
Foundations. John S y BOFS: MCANEURAN ONE HOKN 1 
Free Seton and free Press. Percy Bysshe 


Has Man a Soul? TC Bradlaugh.. 
Heaven and Hell: Where Hivuated? Austin 


Holyoake.........e cece scence ep 8 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 

Occurrence. Prof. Louis Eisborg........ 3 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh ..... ... 8 


If You Take Away My Religion What Will You 
Give Mein Its §teıd? H. B. Martin, M.D. 
Is America the New World? L L Dawson 
Infidelity. H. W. Beecher................... 
Infidels and Charity. Frankiin Steiner. 
Ingersoll Oatechised. Wi.h Mr. Ingersoll's 
Poem on, Robert Burns................... 8 
Ingersoll on McGlynn ...................e eee 8 
The Hils We Endure: Their Cause and Cure 
. Bennett, ..scecercerasscnssccecees 


J Pus an Unbeliever.. J ol E Remsburg 
The Jews and Tneir God. Isaac Paden. 
Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh . 
Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh... 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoako.. 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 
Legend of Gautama Buddha. Beralieling that 
of Jesus Ohrist..... ec cesese ees eeeeenes 5 
Logic of Death: or, Why Should the Atheist _ 
Fear to Die? By G.J. Holyoake .... 8 
The Logic of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethougat. G.J. Holyoake.. 8 
TAS Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 


5. 
Liberty and Morality. Moncure D. Conway. 4 
8 


The Liberty of Printing Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 
Literature of the Insane. F. R Marvin, M.D. 
"Manna." Orthodox Descriptions of How 


People are off in Hell.....................- 1 
Materialism ani Or. me. B F Underwood.. 5 
Moral Yalue of theBible. Chas. Watts........ 8 


Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Criticism of Re- 
vival Doctrine.............e sees see eeeeees 1 
Natural Religion vs. Revealed Reli. 
nie Besant. . ...... cese eee 

New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
New Life of Jacob. Charles Bra ilaugh....... 
New Life of Jonah. Qhas. Bradlaugh.... 
New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
he New Faith. J.L Stoddard. 
mee New Ago, W.S Bell......... Mm 
The Old Religions and the New. W id 
On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant... ‘ 
On Prayer, Annie Besant........... .......... 
On the Religious Education of Children. 
Annie Besant. «ritten during her 
Transition from  Ohristianity.......... 2 
Open Dottor tui tu my Old Friends the Quakers, 


S 
Orthodoxy. Robert G Ingersoll 
Our Bord and Savior Jesus Christ. T E Lor $ 
DO CHEER T MEI 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg...... 5 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. S B Duryea, T 
Wakeman, G H BHawes......... ....... 5 
Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Philosophy of Secularism. Charles Watts.. 2 
A Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as desoribed 
bv tbe Bible. Per dozen. 
Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh.... 


Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 


tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 1 


Protestant Persecutions William Cobbett.. 1 
1 


uestions for Bible Worshipers 


cei in of Sabbaths.”) By the diag t of 
ruth Seeker............... eee ee 8 


Beyjralism Examined. A. G. Humphrey.. 2 


A Remarkable Book a Review of Greg's . 
Creed of Christendom. H. W. Doug a8 


A ence a phe ntagoni Holyoake.......... 
Peonlar Responsibility. G J Holyoake...... 


he Stage and the Pulpit. Robt. G "Ingersoll: 


ceded en Displayed. Wm. Pitt's Celebra- 


ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 1 


" Science of the Bible.” Being the Rev. John 


J Jasper’ 8 Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


Thoughts on Atheism. Oan Man ig a Search- 


ing Findout God. Austin Holyoake. 


8 
The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 10 
The True Basis of Morality. Annie Besant.. 2 
The Truth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 


(Reply to sowe of the Suaday-school 
Stories About Him.).. 


saanko, OO 
Two Short Sermons, Rev. Theologious....... 1 
Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh......... 8 
Were Adam and Eve Our irst iei 


Charles Bradlaugh................ sees 


3 
What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 8 
Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh 2 
When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus..... .. 
Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg 
WasChrist AUDI, Austin Bierbower.... 1 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 


NEW BOOKS 


ROB'T G, INGERSOLL 


The Field - Ingersoll Discus- 


Sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 


troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the Worth Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters sre now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 


This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 


This lecture is a consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Ool- 
onel Ingersoll’s orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 


‘The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETT& PLACE, New York. 


.| With Liberal and Freethinking women between 


Tug eek, BIBLE. 
Part [of «The Woman's Bible” is Now For Sale, 


IT IS A PAPER BOUND BOOK OF 125 PAGES. 


Part I Consists of Commentaries on the Pentateuch, by Members of the 
“ Revising Committee.” 


REVISING COMMITTEE. 


ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, ELLEN BATTELLE DIETRICK, 
REV. PHOEBE HANAFORD, LILLIE DEVEREUX BLAKE, 
CLARA BEWICK COLBY, . MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE, 

REV. AUGUSTA CHAPIN, REV. OLYMPIA BROWN, 

MRS. MARY A. LIVERMÓRE, MISS FRANCIS ELLEN BURR, 

MRS. MARY SEYMOUR HOWELL, MRS. CHAPMAN COATT, 

MRS. JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, MISS HELEN H. GARDENER, 

MRS. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, MRS. CHARLOTTE BEEBE WILBOUR 
MRS. SARA A. UNDERWOOD, | MRS. LUCINDA B. OHANDLER, 


MRS. CATHERINE F, STEBBINS, MRS. M. LOUISE THOMAS, 
MRS. LOUISA SOUTHWORTH. 


SOME PRESS COMMENTS: 

We have read some of the passages of the commentary prepared for the ** Wom- 
an's Bible" by that very accomplished American woman and Biblical student, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. They are a great deal more satisfactory than many of the 
comments upon the same texts that we have read in other and more pretentious 
commentaries. Mrs. Stanton’ 8 interpretative remarks are often shrewd and sensible. 
— [Editorial New York '* Sun." 

If the Revision Committee continue this style of exezesis, we venture to predict 
that there will be sensations in the religious world such as no mere man of our time, 
zo fummis nor Colenso, nor Beecher, nor Briggs, has been able to arouse.—[N. 

: Tess. 

The chapter published from the advance sheets of the ** Woman's Bible" last week 
very naturally created a widespread sensation. The ‘‘Woman’s Bible" promises to 
be an important contribution to the literature of Holy Writ.—[N. Y. ‘ Recorder." 

The announcement that the proposed ** Woman's Bible" will soon be published 
has stirred up many of the clergy. The work will ba simply a commentary on cer- 
tain portions of the Bible relating to the status of women.—[N. Y. ** Tribune." 

An association of ‘‘ up to date” women is engaged in making a new translation of 
the Bible. This is great news.—['* Oharivari," Paris, France. 

The ** Woman's Bible” is a translation by a joint committee of American and 
English women and is the most serious labor yet undertaken by the women’s rights 
leaders.—[Albany ‘‘ Evening Journal.” 

The Sisterhood of Advanced Women has decided to take a bold step toward the 
complete emancipation of the sex. It has long groaned under certain implications of 
servitude contained in a few passages of scripture, and has, therefore, determined to 
abolish these disabilities by publishing a ‘‘ Woman's Bible. m —[** Pall Mall Gazette.” 

The most marked step in this iconoclassic direction is the movement to publish — 
the ‘‘ Women's Bible.” It is being prepared by some of the good and advanced 
women of the day, who are met in their many reforms with the stubborn arguments 
of some of the passages of the scriptures that tend to justify low ideals. Their aim is 
to omit the immoral teachings of the Mosaic law and all the unwholesome passages. 
Expurgated editions of the poets there have been, but it remains for the ingenious 
new woman to devise an expurgated edition of the Bible. —[ Minneapolis ** Times.” 

The new ** Women’s Bible” is one of the remarkable productions of the century. 
—([Denver ** News.” 

The theological world of Chicago is thoroughly stirred by the announcement, 
published in the Zimes- Herald this morning, that Elizabeth Cady Stanton and nearly 
a score of colaborers in the persons of distinguished women, will undertake a revision 
of those portions of the scriptures dealing directly or indirectly with the relative 
positions of man and weman, and will publish the result of their labors in 8 new 
Bible, which is to be known as ** The Woman's Bible.—[Chicago ** Post." 

Price, Fifty Cents. 


Address European Publishing Co., 35 Wall St., New York city. 


PIANOS, PIANOS 


225; - 32950; - 275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Ohi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

«The v.lume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Gzonaz Sreox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report-. 
ing as follows: 

*'This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining: 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch.. 
Material and workmanship are superior." 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sianor Fasraxi, of the Paris: 
Conservatory, says: 

«I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- i 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ou 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to ofte 
them to TauvH Sxuxer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Ohi- ` 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on : pplication. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying & piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


Correspondence Wanted Correspondents Wanted 


.| With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
tho ago of » to 3o; Had aome. experien ejn po ook the ages of 20and40 years. Address L. C. L, care 
Bt40 care Truth Seeker Office. | Truth Seeker office. las 


eo"? Oo 


Gems of Ghought. 


Tur law is sacred. Yes, but rebellion 
may b3 sacred too.—George Eliot. 


For truth has sueh a force and such a mien, 
As to be loved needs only to be seen. 
` —Dryden. 


Taur miracle to be accounted for is the 
incredulity of the Jews, not the resurrec- 
tion.— Diderot. 


Ont fact of human nature ought not to 
escape the preachers. The way to get peo- 
ple to church is not to forbid them every- 
thing else on 
forcing them to go.—New York World. 


Ler us reverently, but honestly, look 
the question in the fase. Divorced from 
matter, where is life? Whatever onr faith 
may say, our knowledge shows them to be 
indissolubly joined. Every meal we eat, 


- 


Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices 
READ AND GIVE TO ‘YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed ‘singly ‘or 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve. for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christiau who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Ego ing mes Inconsistency of Christians 


generally use, . 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISULANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 


Authenticated by the Bible O B Whit- 


d ford, M.D. 
Sauday with the idea of | pil) MAN FALL? IstheGardenof Eden 


a Fact? Israel N Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s Most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinke 


r. 
and every cup we drink, illustrates the | FIRSt EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 


mysterious contro] of mind by matter.— 
Tyndall. 


Parriotism is nationally what egoism is 
individaally—has, in fact, the same root; 
and along with kindred benefits brings kin- 
dred evils. Estimation of one’s society is a 
reflex of self-estimation, and assertion of 
one's society’s claims is au indirect asser- 
tion of one’s claims as & part of it, — Her- 
bert Spencer. i 


Ir a man, holding a belief which he was 
taught in childhood or persnaded of after- 
wards, keeps down and pushes away any 
doubts which arise about it in his mind, 


purposely avoids the reading of books and | INGERSOLL AND JESUS. 


the company of men that callin question 
or discuss it, and regards as impious those 
questions which cannot easily be asked 
without disturbing it—the life of that man 
is one long sin against mankind.— William 
Kingdon Clifford. 


Cutve fast than undar ail circumstances 
to self-ownership. Refuse all bribes for 
its sake. Acc>pt nothing which will weaken 
self-ownersbip in you or in any other man. 


APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written whilejourneying in and ne.r the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teacn- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freetnought International Con- 

ress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste n's 
Fraternal attacks on Spiritnali-m. 

THE GLORY OF IN:iDEL'TY. To 
which is added à poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Xamuel P. Putnam's most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian wbo asks tne idiotic ques- 
tion, What Has Intidelity Done?" shouid be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. _ 

Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION 
A discussion between Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
thatthe rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 

. maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is & Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant 


MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 


nce Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 


If the politician of any party comes to you MITES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 


and offers to make your position better, to 
render you auy service, to build up any 
public system, by placing restrictions 
either up n vourselvs or upon others, re- 
fuse his offer. He has no true commission 
to do these thivgs. He has no commission 
to dispense good and evil and to make you 
dependent on himself and his gifts. His 
gifts are an impertinence and a knavery. 
The one service and the only one he can 
perform for you is to increase liberty, to 
get rid of large bits of his own handiwork, 
and to surround self-ownership sand the 
consent of each person as regards his own 
actions with efficient protection. — Aube- 
ron Herbert. 


Hyrproortsy has always hated lauchter, 
and alweys wil. Absurdity detests hu- 
mor, and stupidity despises wit. Voltaire 
was the master of ridicule. He ridiculed 
the absurd, the impossible, He ridiculed 
the mythologies and the miracles, the 
stupid lives and lies of the saints. He 
found pretense and mendacity crowned 
by credulity. He found the ignorant many 
controled by the cunning and cruel few. 
He found the historian saturated with 
superstition, filling his volumes with the 
details of the impossible; and he found the 
scientists satisfied with ‘‘they say." Vol- 

` taire had the instinct of the probable. He 
knew the law of average, the sea level; he 
had the idea of proportion, and so he ridi- 
culed the mental monstrosities and deform- 
ities—the non sequiturs—of his day. Aris- 
totle said women had more teeth than 
men. This was repeated again and again 
by the Catholic seientists of the Eight- 
eenth century. Voltaire counted the teeth. 
The rest were satisfed with ‘‘they say." 
—Ingersoll. f 


PREHISTORIO archeology is a new sci- 
ence. Ican remember when neither its 
name nor its methods were known to the 
most learned anthropologists. B%7t it has 
already taught us by incontrovertible ar- 
guments & wonderful truth, a trutb oppos- 
ing and reducing to naught many teach- 
ings of the sages and seers of past genera- 
tions. They imagined that the primal 
man bad fallen fromsome high estate; that 
he had forfeited by bis own falseness, or 
been driven by some hard fate, from a 
pristine Paradise, an Eden garden, an 
Arcady; that his ancestors were demi-gods 
and heroes, himself their degenerate de- 
scendant. How has prehistoric arcke- 
ology reversed this picture? We know 
beyond eavil or question that the earliest 
was also the lowest man, the most igno- 
rant, the most brutish, naked, homeless, 
half-speechless, But the gloom surround- 
ing this distant background of the race is 
relieved by rays of glory; for with knowl- 
edge not less positiv sre we assured that 
through allhither time, throngh seeming 
retrcgressions and darkened epochs, the 
advance of the race in the main toward a 
condition better by every standard has 
been certain and steady.—Prof. D. G. 
Brinton. 


A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Vid Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J.Seigneurest, M.D 

THE NEW GOD.  ''1t is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—tue image vanishes.” 
This pamphr t, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam.. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll. and one of that great 
man's best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 
and Births, fhe Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hamm-d, The Destruction of Art, Th 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God ar a Governor. The Love 
of God, “l'he Fal of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins iration, Tne Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, l'he 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pions 
Evasions, '' No B ble, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, {he Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Fter- 


OLD TESTAMENT 


e Dis- | 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text, " ‘Ihe Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 
PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R, Smith. | 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon, FREDERIOK Dovenass and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United Sta'es Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
` pages, of which Oolonel Ingersoll’s speech 


occupies 38 pages. 
PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 


posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerlees against him. One of 
Hel x Gardener's brightest efforts. 


THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn's best lectures, and it is, like ali of 
his. very good. - 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 

' flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evi.'ence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosrel. HJ Se gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Wnitten before Mr. Underwood joined 
the CDS Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Boing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pio- 
tures. Tho descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lf of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth», George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. : 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 


Bierhower. A l«wyec's consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. | . 
WAS JESUS INSANE?! A consideration 
of Christ’~ alleged acts whi^b would lead one 

tothat conclusion. T,K Washburn 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nsm. 
T^e title poem ix perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam's many poems, and & great 
many editions of it have been called for The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
andthe Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity,and tte short pormso often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 


G-ve Ue Light. 
WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
\ GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
l fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


8: archers. 
\ WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


RESS, J 
Freethinkers’ International Congr'es at Chi- 
cago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman’s 
{ Bubjugation, The Cauon Law snd Its Fffacts 
į Upon H r, Theology Neyer Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman’s Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor rf Womau ausan 


H Wir 
WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage Asr- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
' Address THE TRUTH SREKER. CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A lecture delivered at the 


STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 
Make You 


Laugh, 


it will 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Ha 
Given Concerning tne Origin and Authentici 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Corner 

the 

Parson, 
vor te AOO rows. 200 pne 


CONTENTS. 


Bustaining & Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, | 
Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, f 
Joseph the Man of Dreams; 
Holy Moses, . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Ñisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Bacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, . 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York city, 
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In the nature of things, 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim oj 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men . 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or same- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colone!'s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by IxoERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
wil surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxeresoLL'8 great 


leoture, printed in a handsome pam- 


phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inaursoxt, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxernsoLr's Famous Lettera 
and Replies from Eminent men. Witb 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 cents. 
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Net for Parsons. 


Sus: ''Bev. Hooper Rupp preaches a 
special sermon this evening on ‘ Dives.’ 
Won't you come, Robert?" He: '*No; 
I’m sick and tired of this moral reform 
business, "— Puck. 


Mr. Hayton: ‘‘If ther suit is worth fifty 
dollars, as you say, I don’t see how you 
ean afford to sell it for six-ninety-seven!” 
Mr. Isaacs (confidentially): ** Hark, mein 
frendt, T dells you somedings! I vas a 
goot Gatholic, undt der briest says I must 
do penance; so I sells you dot suit at a 
brice vot nearly bankrupts me!"— Puck. 


Two Kentuckians quarreled while trying 
to swap horses, and immediately shot each 
other to death. Incidents like these make 
the disappearance of the horse a des‘rable 
consummation. We suppose there was 
never & horse-trade yet that did not draw 
the inherent dishonesty of the swappers to 
the surface with the strength of a powerful 
plaster. Horse-trading bas emptied pul- 
pits and left no church-officer the right to 
pass the contribution-box. It is amazing 
that the professional reformers did not 
prohibit him ages ago.— Judge. 


First BRoTHER (at Osean Grove): **Good 
morning, brother! What a perfectly di- 
vine Sabbath morning! "What a truly re- 
ligious feeling pervades this holy spot! It 
was a heaven-born idea for the founders to 
lock the gates on the Sabbath morning, 
and thus shut out sin and worldly busi- 
ness," Second Brother: ‘Amen, brother! 
Amen! But whither dost thou journey?" 
First Brother: ‘‘Oh, I'm going over to 
Asbury Park to purchase milk and Sunday 
papers! Where do you go?" Second 
Brother: ‘‘I’m going over there, too. I 
want to get some bread for breakfast.” — 

ck. 


Oan Judge Gaynor permit this? We 
hav his word for it that he is ''in the 
hands of Providence," and yet here are a 
number of his friends trying to remove 
him from that protecting embrace and ar- 
ranging a meeting to be held on M^nday 
evening, at which a boom for Gaynor for 
mayor Will be launched. This looks seri- 
ous, and the judge should realize the im- 
portance of preventing his friends from 
interferiog in the mysterious ways of 
Providence. That he has some grasp of 
the situation is shown by h s plaintiv re- 
mark to a reporter of the Brooklyn Zagle 
yesterday. ‘ʻI wonder," said he, “Sit I 
will ever get any one to balieve it," refer- 
ring to his statement that he could not 
convince neople that he **did not want to 
run for office two years ago," that he '*did 
not want to run for office oze year ago," 
and that it was useless for him ‘‘to try 
farther to do it now." Perhaps not, ju?ge; 
we don't know. But when your friends 
try to take you bodily out of the hands of 
Providence, it is time for you to call a halt. 
How would it do to issue an injunction 
against the Gaynor boom?—Zribune. 


Tux general reader has probably had a 
surfeit of apocryphal specimens of ‘* Eng- 
lish as she is wrote,” answers by school- 
children to questions in history, ete., but 
the following samples are genuin, and 
worthy of preservation. They are taken 
from recent Sunday-sehool examination 
papers, and were quoted last month before 
the Presbyterian Commission of Victoria 
by Mr. Wishart the examiner in connec- 
tion with the ‘‘Allan Bequest”: Question: 
‘What is cíffsetual calling?” Answers: 
**Oallng two or three times at once, or 
else calling all the time.”  **T'he work of 
God's grace whereby we are enabled to liv 
more unto sin and die unto righteousness.” 
** The work of G d's grace whereby we are 
removed into another world." Q. **What 
is urged in the Tenth Commandment?" 
A. “Not to be thankful for what we've 
got.” “Todo everything without covet- 
ousness, and look upon ourselvs with full 
contempt.” Q. '*Giv a proof text show- 
ing that we should pray for what is re- 
quired for the support of life." A. ‘*We 
should pray that Christ would be kind to 
our parents, deliver us from evil, dinner, 
breakfast, bread, and butter, and other 
requisits.” Q ‘‘ What two classes of men 
came to see the child Jesusat Bethlehem?" 
A. “ Wild men of the East.” ‘* Wise men 
of the East offered Jesus the franchise" 
(frankincense). Q ** Woat cheering words 
did the Lord speak to Paul st Corinth?" 
A. ‘Yru shall never see my face again.” 

. “Who was the first martvr?" A. 
t Martin Luther.” ‘‘Agrippa.”- Q. “What 
were his last words?" A. “I am the light 
of the world." ‘‘Be sure and kill David.” 
Q. “What would hav saved Sodom from 
destruction?" A. **Ten riotous persons.” 
‘t Water—they had no fire brigade.” Q. 
“Why did God command Abraham to 
offer up Iaaac?" A. “Because he was not 
& good man, and did not keep the Sab- 
bath." Q. “Name three wavs in which 
the Sabbath was broken in Jerusalem in 
Nehemiah's time.” A. ‘‘They married 
Infidels, worshiped asses, and trod wine 
presses." ‘‘Hawkers ran about the 
streets,” —‘*X,” in ‘Harbinger of Light.” 


NEW EDITION. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS, 


By ROBERT 6. INGERSOLL. 


Revised and greatly Enlarged. A Hand- 
some Quarto, containing over 
400 pages. 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
by, admiring friends as à rara porsonsl souvenir. 
To halp it serva this purp se, a fine steel portrait, 
with autograph fac simi e. has been prepared 
especially for it. la the more elegant sty es of 
binding itis eminentiy suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season or occasion. 


CONTENTS: 
Oration delivered ou The Christian Night, 
Decoration Day, 1882, My Choice, 
before the G A. R yt? >. 
at the ‘cademy of Imazination, 


Musi .N. Y. Science. 
A Tribute to Ebon C. H Daath Ends AI, 


I^ger:oll, ere and There, 
A Vision of War, Yor Long? 
At a Ohild’s G ave, Liberty, - 


Benefits for Injuries. Jehovah and Brahma, 

e Bni!d, The Free Soul, 

A Tribute to the Rev. Life, 

A'ex&uder Clark, Tribute to Henry Ward 
The Gra^t Banquet, -e her, : 
Ap^nstrophe to aberty, Tribute to Courtlindt 
A Tribute to Jonn G. Palmer, 

ills. he Brain, 
The Warpaud Woof, ‘he Sicr d Leaves. 
Tna Cemetery, Origin acd D»stiny. 
Originalitr, What is Poetry? 
‘Then and Now, My Posirion, 
Voltaire, Goo and Bad, 


&ZATUS, The M racuious Book, 
wh tis Worship? Orthodox Dotage, 
Humbold:, " he Abolitionists, 

God Silent, Providenco, . 

Alcohcl, The Min Christ, . 
Angu.te Comte, The Divine Salutation, 
Tha Infidel, At the Grave of B.nja- 
Napoleon, min W Parker, 


The Republic. Fashion and Beauty, 


Dawn of the New Day, Aj strophe to Science, 


Reformers, lizar Wright, 

The Garden of Eden, ‘I'he Imagination, 
Thomas Paine, - N»Respecter of Persons 
The Age »f Faith, Abraham Lincoln, 


fwiginof Religion, | The Meanin. of Law, 
The U^pardonable Sin, What is Bl:sphemy? 
The Olive Branch, Some Reasons, 


“ree Will, Selec ions, 

Th» King of Death, Love, 

The Wi:e Man, The Birthvlaceof Burns 
Bruno. Mrs. L'a Whiting 
The Real Bible, Knowles, 

B nedict Soinoza, Art and Morality, 


Th + First Doubt, Tribute to Roscoe Conk- 

The Infinite Horror. ling, F 

Nature, ] Trib .te to Richard H. 

Night a 4 Morning, Whiting, , 

! h^ C nflict, Mr:. Mary H. Fiske, 

Neath of rhe Aged, Horace Seaver, 

The Charity of Extrava- The Music of Wagner, 
vance, aaye of Grass, . 


Wom n, ; Vivise ‘tion, : 
Th- Sacred Myths, The Republi: of Medioc- 
Iaspi-ation 


A ritv, 
Religious Liberty of the A Tribute to Walt Whit- 
Bib'e, . man. 
The Liugh of a Child, 


In cloth. bevaled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; half 
mo~occo, gilt edges, $5: half calf. m ttied 
edg^s, librarv style, à4 50; tull Turkey 
Morncco, gilt, exq1ii-dt^ly fine, 
$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
possible finish, $9. 


Sent to auy address, by expre's, prepaid, or mail 
post free, on receipt of price. 
A Cheaper Edition from same 
plates, good paper. wide 
margins, Clotu, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


DESIGN FALLACIES: 


A Retutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being.. 


yw 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. i : 
UI. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise. for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, D 
They Have Prodaeed Fauity Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Warch Argument Is illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronom« and Design 
VIL The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


NANA NP NINA NINN 
Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place. NY. 


Address 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Verse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of thes 
logicalterms. Price, % centa, 


'FREETHINKERS’ 


—THE— 


PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
CHURCH AND 
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Fuil~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS o 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS?N HESTON, 
WITH PUKTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Jllustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


E The Church Hobbing the People. 
3 B Thanksgiving. 

6 2 Babbath Laws. 

14 a Children and the Church. 


Woman and the Church. 


$ t The Chareh and Thomas Paine. 
4 fe Studies in Natural History. 

8 is The Bible and Science, 

15 » The Ciergy and Their Flocks. 

1 Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 s The Atonement Scheme. - 

4 e The Lord and His Works. 

E] s Prayer. 

10 25 The Creeds. 

1 a Christians and Mohammedans. 


B represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
Missionaries. ] 
The Lord's Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
he Church and Slavery. 
riests and Politics. 
eland and the Church. . 
Church's idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. : 
Unkind reflections on the Church, 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


Hell. 
Miscellaneous. 


t 
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“FENCE Em Pe 20 NDE DO EH 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
fore appeared iu this country, znd it is very doubtful if another one lixe it will ever again be pub- 


lished. We must give the Trut 
At twice the price it world have 


Seeker Company the credit cf putting the book in the reach of all. 
been a cheap book. 


Artist Heston as à portrait painter and de- 


signer is a wonderful s«ccess. and we judge from our own f-elings that nearly every Liberal in 
america will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—(Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves !o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freetbou.ht,and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of his volume. 


matter th-t ne ve first as exp.anations of th» illustrati. ns, and 
ocrisy of those 


falsity of the church’s professions and the h 


There are nearlytwo hundred pages of rea 


as texts to prove the utter 
Altogether the 


secondl 
who uphold them. 


book is one of tue best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put :n the 


hands of Freathinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $23 cloth, $2.50. 


RA Arcee EIM PREIAR SAMAR 


NO * BEGINNING;" | 


OR, 


The Fundamental BE 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning npon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation " or “ Fir-t Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAP! E. 


“ This volume discu:ses the question of & cre- 
ator with such pla/nness of wordiag th't even 
the unlearned can U.idersta d, aid appr aches 
it from xo many diffsrent directions that it is 
one oi the most comprehensive and conclusive 
work: on the subje t we remember seeiug.”—THE 
TRUTH SErEE `^, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages. wi h eighteen chapters and a 
preface, boun.1 nea:ly and strongly in cloth. 

PBRIOE, $1; POSTPAID, ; 
Addvee THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK.- 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 


and the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs — 


Oomemen BY L. K. WAS? BURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


' vigor and regain it 
NI byreading the mostcompletebook of 
| Medical, Social, Sexual Sefence, 
by an eminent paysician of 35 years 


Net | imitated by many, equalled by none 
Alf Inspired by wish $ à i 
ill | has providentially saved thousands. 
Wig its essays on marriage, parentage, 
id adaptation, | marital failures, etc., 
eee ii| are of inestimable value to all now 
sil! married cr who ever expect to be 
B 


f The last editi has 1,000 
JM 3 colored charts of Vital organs. 200 j 
i wood cents, 21 chromoseshowing | 
origin of life—development of man, | 
NU APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. | 
‘Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SBEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place New York. 


o aid humanity, it | 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
Gent. Samples fre 


$75 A MONTI omes 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5208, Boston, Mass. 


and expenses,  Ladyor 
ee 
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AN. EXTRAORDINARY OFFER!!¢ 


We want 1000 more active agents before @ 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per duy 
è can be easily madein any locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
@ samples entirely FREE and allow 60 


e 
for full 
samea Valuable sample OF our ::00ds in 
Solid Silver upon receipt of 10 cents | in e 
silver orstamps. Establis n - = 
dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
: CO., Boston, Mass. 

On 06@ 00020020002 00608 
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charges, 

P Varicose 

cele, Mentaland Physical Debility 
nd who are desirous of being cured, a 
booklet will be sent to their address for 


- important med iscovery—an Onte 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 
cus, Address, DR. R.P. FELLOWS,  . 

Vineland, 


Gay where you saw this adver. - NJ. 


NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stanch L'BERAL and a very 
successful physician. ne hast'eated DISEASES 
OF MEN for twenty years. «ud his remedies are 
ancutgrowth of this 'ong pra tice, which should 
give confidence to those sfiuoved, 
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l un Aj tg ell aE Ethics as Understood’ by a 
BAIT 5 CU : 
MS HE! EN i " Student of Science. 
" i | 5 3 2 7 EN 7 M koe 
E V e eI X By SUSAN H. WIXON 
aks Nee b y h . N. 
iM is 7309 > Soi Zn v PS mE 
9 CEE mu». 
rd VO y IN Ts Sixty Chapters 
fs A N i Wy CA ^j Consid:ring from a rational view point those 
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np WE 4 | H 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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THE CARPENTERS SON 


IS RECOGNIZED. 


-Js not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary, and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and 


-Judas.— Mat. xiii, 55. 


it, to meet the claims of Christians that Infidel- 
ity is an inglorious philosophy. 


10 cents a copy, 12 copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


l Jy ews of tho Veok. 


NicanAGuA has settled her foreign debt 


Owrsa to the well-ordered limitation of 
supply, the price of silver is rising. 


Nam Italian troops in Abyssinia hav 
"whipped a force of anti-Italian nativs. 


‘Tux French hav conquered Madagascar 
and etepHahed a protectorate over the is- 
and. 


EwGnAND is consuming yearly larger 
pence of meat per head of the popu- 
ation. 


In Belgium on Oct. 6th a wild locomotiv 
telescoped three coaches, killed 18 persons, 
and injured 100. 


Tax number of Armenians killed in the 
Constantinople riots is now said to be 200. 
Fresh massacres are reported at Trezibond. 


IT is reported that the Japanese troops 
in Formosa hav routed the main army of 
ihe Black Flags, consisting of 10,000 men. 


A SHIPPING strike is threatened at Bel- 
fast and on the Clyde. If all go out who 
are expected to more than 100,000 men 
will be idle. 


Franguin LzoNARD Porz, a famous 
electrician, was killed at his home in Great 
Barrington, Mass., on Oct. 13th. Three 
thousand volts passed through his body. 


THERE was rioting between Catholics 
and Liberals in Barcelona, Spain, over the 
suspension by the government of a profes- 
sor who published a book declared to be 
heretical. 


Last Sunday it rained in torrents in 
New York. Nevertheless three poor men 
who sold umbrellas on the street were ar- 
rested and fined, This is the age of crim- 
inal fools. 


TuE Supreme Court of Kansas has de- 
‘clared unconstitutional that part of the 
prohibitory law of the state which permit- 
-ted officers to force doors and make arrests 
"without warrants. 


A HURRICANE swept over La Paz, Mex- 
ico, on Oct. 10th. Four lives were lost, a 
large number of persons injured, 184 
houses destroyed, 19 craft beached, and a 
government cutter sunk. 


Tue Good Government clubs of this 
city persist in keeping their municipal 
ticket in the field, declaring that the fusion 


~. between the Republicans, the State De- 


mocracy, et al., was the result of deals. 


In Chicago on Oct. 7th a trolley car was 
“held up" by five masked robbers and 
the twenty passengers were relieved of 
their valuables, one being shot and three 
beaten for refusing to surrender property. 


Or 100 Congressmen who answered the 
question of the Washington Post, 17 said 
that they would, for various reasons, op- 
pose a resolution condemning a third term 
for a president. Two of these were Demo- 
crats, the others Republicans, Many Con- 
gressmen are in favor of a single term of 
six years; some of a single term of four 
years. 


Tr is reported that Herr Liebknecht, the 
president of the German Socialistic con- 
gress recently in session in Breslau, will 
be prosecuted for high treason because of 
utterances in connection with Emperor 
William. 

SENATOR IRBY, of South Carolina, is re- 
ported to hav denounced the suffrage sec- 
tion of the new constitution of his state as 
a ‘* political monstrosity—one of the most 
dangerous schemes ever concocted in the 
brain of man,” 


Rev. Dr. RYLANOE, just returned from 
England, says, anent the question of local 
option, that it ‘* would be not at all dread- 
ful” if we follow the example of England, 
where the public houses are open fiv 
hours on Sunday. ` 


At Ferrol, Spain, workmen made a dem- 
onstration against naval officers who the 
day before had assaulted newspaper men. 
The marines had to be called out. Popu- 
lar sympathy is said to be with the journal- 
ists and workmen. 


A nARGE number of men, including sev- 
eral of the leading engineers of the mine, 
were killed or badly injured by an explo- 
sion of gas in the Dorrance colliery of the 
Lehigh Valley Coal Company in Wilkes- 
barre, Pa., on Oct. 7th. 


Ix Westphalia an order to close the beer 
gardens and other similar places at a much 
earlier hour than usual Jed to disturbances 
which were with difficulty quelled by the 
gendarmes and police with drawn swords. 
More trouble is anticipated. 


À DISPATCH, permitted to come through 
by the Spanish censor, announces that the 
Cubans seized in Aserrados Bay, near 
Santiago, a pilot boat which had been 
equipped as a cruiser, disarming the crew 
and taking the machine gun. 


A WOMAN was arrested in Catania, Sicily, 
for poisoning children with phosphorus, 
She confessed the crime, saying that she 
wanted revenge for the death of two of 
her own children, who were bewitched. 
Her victims so far number 23. 


WrinLiAM Wermore STORY, sculptor, 
poet, novelist, and lawyer, died on Oct. 
7th at Vallambrosa at the residence of his 
daughter, the Marchesa Peruzzi. He was 
born in Salem, Mass., Feb. 12, 1819. His 
three children are all distinguished artists, 
one, the Marchesa Peruzzi, a musician, 
Waldo, a sculptor, and Julian, the husband 
of Emma Eames, a painter. 


At the Atlantic Garden, in New York, a 
very respectable place, the police would 
not last Sunday permit the serving of even 
ice water, and finally forbade the appear- 
ance of two singers on the stage. It is now 
the rule that raw oysters do not constitute 
a meal; only with fried oysters, or with 
the bivalves cooked in some other way, can 
the customer get a glass of wine. 


Tsx municipal election in Indianapolis 
on Oct. 8th reversed the verdict of last 
year, the Democrats this year electing all 
their nominees by majorities ranging from 
1,500 to 3,500. The change is attributed 
partly to the unusual division of the Ne- 
gro vote and partly to dissatisfaction with 
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the Nicholson liquor law and the enforce- 
ment of the prohibitory laws previously 
on the statute book, particularly the shut- 
ting up of everything on Sunday. 


THERE are new complications in Corea. 
There has been a riot during which the 
queen disappeared and it is supposed that 
she was assassinated. The Tai Won Kun, 
the father of the king, is now supreme. 
He has compelled the king to degrade the 
dead queen to the rank of a concubine and 
to outlaw her family. Men in Japanese 
dress and armed with Japanese swords 
were among the rioters. They are sup- 
posed now to hav been Soshi, hired bravos. 
Japan had sent her ablest diplomats to 
Corea’s capital, but they could effect noth- 
ing against the opposition of the queen, 
who was intensely pro-Chinese in her sym- 
pathies and would see no foreign woman 
but the wife of the Russian minister. 
Russia is Japan’s great rival at the Corean 
court and for the dominance of the Orient. 
The chief procurator of the court at Yoko- 
hama has been sent to Seoul to direct an 


exhaustiv examination into the circum-. 
stances of the assassination. 


TWO DOLLARS FOR ONE. 


* THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ” 


The only paper published for the young that is 
free fromsuperstition One year 50 cents. Six 
months, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Little 
Freethinker has been enlarged and improved 
aud is now a paper Liberals may be proud of. 
Il send Lttte Freethinker, Koote’s Heatth 
Monthly, and The Mayjlower Magazine one 
year, the Home, a 16-pagestory paper, and twelve 
fine flowering bulbs of different kinds, all for $1. 

m ddress ELMINA D SLE 


"NKER, 


Snowville, Pulaski county, Va. 


ESSAY ON MONEY 
i and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 
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Price, 5 cents. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


PROHIBITED IN 


CANADA. 


À 


| 
I 
SSA 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


"4 Ab. AIS, A ER. CIA: 


v. 


Vol.22. No, 43,4 PUBLISHED WEEKLY. - New York, Saturday, October 26, 1895,{28 LAFAYETTE PL. $3.00 Per Year. 


~~ rm 


SS SS 
SSS SSS SSS 


——— 


c EUN EN 


— 


V 


ELT 
GEA 

WY Yi) Ü 
PAN 

7 tr 


HS 
W M 


D 


NEN 
WEN 


San 


} B\ 
ROTTEN. DOGMAS 


FR > A SHURA) THATHAS BEEN 
EAD YEARS IX 
WIAD sr YEARS JS 


n 


Yn 
ae 


seers 
SSS 


Sts 
SS 
SSS 


oS 
z = 


THIS p 
CHRISTIAN NATION 


j N ! 


| YOU MUST SUBMIT 
TO OUR. I 


AUTHORITY! 
| SWALLOW ourDoamas |i 


NO MATTER How 
STALE, NASTY | 
' AND i 


4 | 
| NAUSEATING | 
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THE OBJECT OF THE RELIGIOUS FANATICS. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effeotiv. Sec. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSORIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaagTHINKER'S Prororiat Text-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
PrororraL TExt-Boox. 

The pictures in the FarETHINEER'8 ProroRiaL 
TzxT-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson HESTON 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and. Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Oreeds, 10; Ohristians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Obristianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Ohurch 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Ohurch Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Ohurch, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This ofter cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subsorip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—r1ivx pOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THBER DOLLARS, 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, «nd 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you ‘in get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it how. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it 18 very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethough! 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them, Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
ef all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the hook und he 
paper for one year. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If yon want terse, trenchant reading matter, 
act as " Eye-openers,' in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” conveuient to hand to neighbors, frieads 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 


these valuable little evaugels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so iow in price that thousands of gen- 
erous hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
gratuitous distribution. Too many of them oan- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed, Exposing the Incon- 
sisteucy of Christians Generally. H. Clay 
Luse.......--- e 1 
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Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaush... E 
Were Adam and Eve Our s#irst Paren's? 
Charies Brallaugh............. elles. 
What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh ... 
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z| The Field - Ingersoll Discus- 
2 Sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
» cloth, 50 cents. 


In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colone) 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 

The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy aboat Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 ets. 

When the Field-Ingersoll Con. 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
wor.ted in argument, and the pub 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Ohristianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 
This is one of Colonel Ingersoll's 
best lectures, but never before put 
into priūt. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking fcr. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 

This lecture is a consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Col. 
onel Ingersolls orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — ** This was. 
This is. This shall be." The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYHT16 PLACE, New York 
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THE WOMAN’S BIBLE. 
Part I of “The Woman's Bible” is Now For Sale, 


IT IS A PAPER BOUND BOOK OF 125 PAGES, 


Part I Consists of Commentaries on the Pentateuch, by Members of the 
“ Revising Committee.” 


REVISING COMMITTEE. 


ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, ELLEN BATTELLE DIETRIOK, 
REV PHŒÆBE HANSFORD, LILLIE DEVEREUX BLAKE, 
CLARA Bu WICK COLBY, MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE, 
REV. AUGUSTA CHAPIN, REV. OLYMPIA BROWN, 
MRS. MARY A, LIVERMORE, MiSS FRANCIS ELLEN BURR, 
MRS. MARY SEYMOUR HOWELL, MRS. CHAPMAN OATT, 
MRS. JOSEPHINE K HENRY, MISS HFLEN H. GARDENER, 
MRS. ROBERT G INGERSOLL, MRS. CHARLOTTE BEEBE WILBOUR 
MRS. SARA A UNDERWOOD, MRS LUCINDA B. CHANDLER, 
MRS, CATHERINE F. STEBBINS, MRS M. LOUISE THOMAS, 
MRS.. LOUISA SOUTHWORTH. 


SOME PRESS COMMENTS: : 

We have read some of the passages of the commentary prepared for the ‘‘ Wom- 
au’s Bible" by that very accomplished American woman and Biblical student, Mrs. 
Elizabetn Cady S:auton. Taey are a great deal more satisfactory than many of the 
comments upon the same texts that we have read in other and more pretentious 
commentaries. Mrs. Stanton’s interpretative remarks are often shrewd and sensible, . 
— [Eitoria! New York *‘ Sun.” 

If the R:vision Committee continue this style of exegesis, we venture to predict 
that there will be seusations in the religious world such as no mere man of our time, 
no Onmmines, nor Colenso, nor Beecher, nor Brigzs, has been able to arouse,—[N, 
Y. ** Press." : 

Tneonapter published from the advance sheetaof the ** Woman's Bible” last week 
very naturally created a widespread sensation. The *'* Woman's Bible" promises to 
be &n important contribution to the literature of Holy Writ.—[N Y. ‘‘ Recorder." 

The announcement that the proposed ** Woman's Bible? will soon be published 
has stirred up many of the clergy. The work will be simply a commentary on cer- 
tain portions of the B.ble relating to tne status of women.—[(N. Y. ** l'ribune." 

An association of **up to date" women is engaged in making a new translation of 
the Bible. This is great news.—[ ‘Ohbarivari,” Paris, France. 

The ‘‘ Woman's Bible" is a translation by a joint committee of American and 
English women and ia the most serious labor yet undertaken by the women’s rights 
ieaders.— [Albany ‘‘ Evening Journal." 

The Sisterhood of Advanced Women has decided to take a bold step toward the 
complete-emancipation of the sex. It has long groaned under certain implications of 
servitude contained in a few passages of scripture, and has, therefore, determined to 
abolish these disabilities by publishing a ‘‘ Woman's Bible."— [‘‘ Pall Mall Gazette.” 

The most marked step in this iconoclassic direction is the Movement to publish 
the ** Women’s Bible." It is being prepared by some of the good and advanced 
women of the day, who are met in their many reforms with the stubborn arguments 
of some of the passages of the ssriptures that tend to justify low ideals. Their aim is 
to omit the immoral teachings of the Mosaic law and all the unwholerome passages. 
Expurgated editions of the poets there have been, bat it remains for the ingenious 
new woman to devise an expurgated edition of the Bible. —( M nneapolis ** Times.” 

The new ** Women's Bible” is one of the remarkable productions of the century. 


— [D-nver.*' News." 

The theological world of Chicago is thoroughly stirred by the announcement, 
published in the Zimes-Herald this moraing, that Euzabeth Cady Stanton and nearly 
a score of colaborers in the persons of distinguished women, will undertake a revision 
of those portions of the scriptures dealing directly or indirectly with the relative 
positions of man and woman, and will publish the reult of their labors in a new 
Bible, which is to be known aa ** Tae Woman’s B ble. —[Ohieago ** Post.” 

Price, Fifty Cents. 
Address European Publishing Co., 35 Wall St., New York city. 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 
$9905; - P250; - B275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this. 
country, has produced what is believed to bə the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The v.lume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, ia unparalleled iu the history of piano-making. Ine 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument —not for a day, but for a lifetime." 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mz. 
Grosce Sruox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

*'This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior." 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Siexos Fanrani, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ow 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to ofte 
them to TauTH Srrxer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate vying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


Correspondents Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the ages of 20 and 40 years. Address L. O. I., care 
Truth Seeker office. 10t8 


Correspondence Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the age of 20t0 3). Had some experience in book- 
keopiug. Address . O. H., 

-— 2640 . care Truth Seeker Office. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advanoe.......... 
One subscription two years, in advance. 
Two new subsoribers........ ccc esos eee. TETRA 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 9 00 
‘One subscription with two new subscribers. in one remit- 


‘One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
PANO MT 

‘One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance. ...... segue yasécsevesevccupesvevevassesee s LO. 00 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York. or by registered letter. 
Address oommunioations and make drafts, oheoks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICé&.—We shall be obliged to our. 


readers if they will send as the name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot & regular subscriber. 


The God Is the Image of His Worshipers. 

As are the worshipers, so is the god. What they 
love he loves, and what they hate he hates. He is 
their magnified but not distorted reflection. If 
they are cannibals he isa cannibal If they are 
cruel he is cruel. If they are Covenanters he is a 

'Qovenanter. If they would rob, imprison, and 
slaughter non-observers of their Sabbath, he will 
do the same, exceeding their ferocity only because 
of his ability to torture endlessly. That they 
would rob, imprison, and slaughter the “ Sabbath- 
breakers” and * blasphemers" is proven by the fact 
that they think their god would do it. In their 
thinkers are ne«essarily born all his thoughts. In 
their hearts burn all the passions and hatreds that 
find expression in his edicts of vengeance. If the 
people in their collectiv capacity do not suppress 
* Sabbath breaking” and “blasphemy,” they will 
themselvs be unable to escape “the penal judg- 
ments" of God, says the Christian Reformer (see 
page 681), and the literature of theocracy is satu- 
rated with this poison. But not only may we right- 
fully infer what the theocrats would do from what 
they say their god will do, but we hav their own 
specific affirmations in evidence against them. For 

' instance, on February 24:h of this year, Rev. Mr. 
Omelvina, Presbyterian, said in a sermon at Peters- 
burg, Indiana: 

** If the government continues as it has for the last 
twenty-five years iu disregarding the Sabbath, it is the 
duty of the Presbyterians and Methodists and all the 
rest of the Lord's people to defy it and destroy it cff the 
faceof the earth; to rise up as one man and put it down.” 

The uncompromising anti-theocratic position of 
Tus TauvH Srzkxn has forced the organs of the 
god-in the. Constitution party to act very incau- 
tiously, as it, seems to us. They could advocate the 
incorporation of the chief Theistic and Ohristian 
.dogmas in the national Constitution and the enact- 
-ment and enforcement of the most rigorous Sunday 
laws, and not run much risk of frightening the 
‘masses, for the masses hav not very acute powers 
of analysis, and were quite likely to be lulled to 
sleep by the sophistical protests of the theocrats 
against a union of church and state. They could 
also with comparativ safety proclaim their adher- 
ence to au antiquated ecclesiastical conception of 
marriage and divorce and could champion various 
tyrannies in the names of temperance, purity, mor- 
ality, and the rest, trusting to the obtuseness of 


the voters to prevent the latter from seeing through 
these almost transparent disguises of theology. 
But when they drop their masks and demand the 
suppression of a Freethought paper on the ground 
that it is “blasphemous,” they in effect say that 
from now on they intend to fight openly for the 
union of the state and the church. They can no 
longer shuffle; they can no longer darken the wa: 
ters with the cuttlefish ink of false pretenses ; they 
can no longer with their moralistic shibboleths de- 
ceive any but imbecils. ‘Blasphemy ” is à theo- 
logical crime, and it cannot be made anything else. 
In defending blasphemy laws, jesuitical casuistry is 
a sword of lath. Even the few “no-danger” Lib- 
erals and the indifferent multitudes cannot fail to 
perceive that there is a heresy hunt afield when the 
clerical hounds are baying on the track of “ blas- 
phemers.” ; 

Now it is to be seen whether on any part 
of the North American continent it is possible 
for any government to maintain itself while gag- 
ging the press on the frank and specific charge of 
“blasphemy.” Will any government but that of 
Canada dare attempt to enforce the decrees of the 
church censors? So long as the issue was certain 
to be made sometime, we are glad that it is made 
now. Better now than after the theocrats are 
intrenched behind a Ohristianized, prostituted Oon- 
stitution. This premature attack on Taz Trura 
SEEKER may, and we believe will, make much more 
difficult the task of the Sabbatarians and other the- 
ocrats. The revelation of their most cherished de- 
sires and intentions comes too early, for them. We 
believe there is a limit to the gullibility and tyran- 
nical impulses of the American people. We believe 
that that limit has been reached. Until this hour 
the champions of * the movement in favor of igno- 
rance " hav had matters pretty much their own way. 
They hav succeeded in moat of their schemes be- 
cause they were able to conceal their ultimate pur- 
poses from the eyes of all but the sentinel Free- 
thinkers and a few others; the most monstrous 
usurpations and invasions hav been acquiesced in 
because the people were uncritical, and credulous 
of fair professions of devotion to ‘ morality,” 
* purity," and the rest of the personal virtues. But 
when it comes to interfering, undisguisedly in the 
interest of the church, with the freedom of the 
press and mails, we cannot doubt that there will be 
a new alignment of forces. It is too incredible to 
believe that a majority of the inhabitants of this 
country are ready to giv up their long-boasted 
liberty of speech and press at the dictation of any 
combination of churches, when the demand is made 
honestly in the name of religious dogma, as it is at 
this moment. The Oatholics in Oanada and the 
Covenanters in the United States hav been indis- 
creet; in their eagerness to crush Freethought and 
Secularism they hav come out of the shelter of their 
intrenchments of deceptiv moralism into the open 
plain of candid theocracy, and their ranks are ex- 
posed front, flanks, and rear. We must make the 
most of this bad strategy, but we must not depend 
too much on it for victory. There is more than a 
skirmish before us. 

THEY FEAR ARGUMENTS AND FAOTS. 

It is significant that while Tue Taurs SEEKER re- 
prints their attacks upon it, the Christian States- 
man and Christian Reformer do not reproduce 
our replies. We are glad to let our readers see 
what the autocrats hav to say in their denunciations, 
but they do not venture to put our arguments be- 
fore their readers. If they. dared let both sides be 
heard, they would not. be so eager to suppress THE 
Trout Srxrxer, for that willingness could come only 
from confidence in their own position or from a 


sense of justice at least partially developed. The 
intellectual and moral bias that keeps our de- 
fense out of their columns is the same intellectual 
and moral bias that impels them to clamor for the 
denial to us of thé privileges of the mails and for 
the prohibition of the publication of Taz Tora 
Srrxer. Cowardly and intolerant in one thing, 
they are cowardly and intolerant in all. 

* Prohibited in Oanada,” which we print on the 
first page, is not the badge of our shame, but the 
badge of shame of the bigot Caron; and all, includ- 
ing the Pennsylvania theocrats, who approve his 
despotic act, by that approval make that shame 
their own insignia. ‘ MichaelServetus was burned 
by John Calvin" is a statement of fact which re- _ 
flects no discredit on Servetus, but it is an indelible 
brand of dishonor on the narrow brow of Calvin, 
the mental progenitor of the editors of the States- 
man and Reformer. When Dr. McAllister and his 
associates say that “Tu ‘l'rura SrERER seems to 
glory in its shame,” they conveniently forget that 
itis the time-honored prerogativ of the victim of 
intolerance to “glory” in his martyrdom, and that 
the succeeding ages always build the monuments 
to the martyrs, not to those who made them mar- 
tyrs. There are stones raised in Scotland to honor 
the memory of the Covenanters who died in defense 
of such religious liberty as they could conceive, and 
now their degenerate successors in America are in 
the forefront of those who would make martyrs of 
the men and women who are pleading for greater 
light and a wider liberty. No, Sirs, the shame is 
yours, not ours. 

The stupidity of tyrants is chronic and phenom- 
enal. After all their defeats through all the centu- 
ries they still imagin that they can crush thought 
and stifle aspiration. ‘Che plant, weighted down by 
the stone, will, so long as life lasts, struggle up- 
ward to the light and air. Growth is imperativ. 
It will never take “ No" as a final answer. The 
priest or the king or Demos may imprison or kill 
the originators or acceptors of a new idea; he or 
they together may do this for ten or a hundred or 
a thousand years, but in the end defeat will come. 
One or a score of civilizations may hav been crushed 
in the repressiv process, but the thought livs after 
the murderers of men are dust. Thoughts are 
born of organization and circumstances, and while 
man livs in a world of conditions the suppressed 
thoughts will recur in old or new forms, in spite of 
all priests and emperors and mobs. The Reformer 
realizes that to deny us the right to circulate T ux 
Trots SEExer in the mails might help to increase 
the demand for it, but, like every tyrant and would- 
be tyrant before him, the Covenanter editor fondly 
imagins that sterner and more radical repressiv 
measures would result in the suppression of the 
evil thing. To pursue this policy to its logical end 
means the establishment of the Inquisition, with all 
its instruments and instrumentalities of torture and 
death. Just as in the case of prohibitory laws, 
when one “blasphemy” law fails a more drastic 
one will be enacted. Tar Trura Serger is not 
suppressed and is not likely to be very soon, but 
the assault upon it is a timely notice that the pro- 
gressiv clements hav to face the same old vindictiv 
and unscrupulous foe that burned Bruno and 
hanged the “ witches ” on Gallows Hill. There can 
never be religious liberty where Ohristianity is 
dominant. Itisthe most intolerant religion that 
ever cursed the world, and the nation that givs it 
political power is doomed. 

WE ARE EXAMINING THE OREEDS OF MEN, NOT OF GODS. 
: The Christian Reformer says that Taz Trora 
Szrxrr’s “weekly aim is to cast reproach upon 
Christ and his religion.” Whatever clergyman 
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wrote that knows very well that the statement is 
not true, for we hav already disposed of that claim 
of the proscriptivs. Knowing nothing of “Christ” 
or of a religion established by him, we cannot 
throw reproach upon him or it. Our work is to 
point out the weaknesses and falsities of the relig- 
ious system which the Christian church avers was 
founded by a man-god some nineteen centuries 
ago, and to resist to the utmost of our strength the 


endeavors of a meddling church to still further 
curtail the liberties of the people of the United 
States.. When the Christian Reformer proves be- 
yond the possibility of reasonable doubt that the 
New Testament teachings are really the teachings 
of a man named Jesus Christ our criticism thereof 


will reflect upon his ability or character, as the 


case may be, but until that time comes we are 


really criticising the human writers, translators, 
councils, and other individuals and bodies respon- 
sible, as we are very sure, for the Bible as it has 
come to us, these criticisms extending to the minis- 
ters who are now expounding it to the people. Our 
clerical antagonists are very eager to put themselvs 
in the places of their god and savior; they are always 
ready to insist that when they are attacked God 
and Jesus are, and the worst of it is that they 
think they hav a perpetual commission to judge and 
hand over to punishment these “enemies of God,” 
who, after all, are merely the critics of priests. 

The ministers hav a very infantile conception of 
law and the duties of officers. They wonder “ that 
any responsible officer of our government who 
may see a copy of the paper” “does not immedi- 
ately take steps to stop its publication.” Dr. 
George and his fellow conspirators do not seem to 
know that there is no law in this country for the 
suppression of papers; that the most that the “au- 
thorities in New York city” could do would be to 
arrest the publisher if they could find any law that 
they thought he had violated. But arrest is not 
conviction, and even if the publisher were sent to 
prison, that would not “suppress” the paper, un- 
less it ruined its business, which certainly would 
not follow in the case of Taz Trurm Serger A 
dozen editors and publishers might go to prison 
and yet the paper liv and prosper. We shall be 
enlightened if our loving brethren of the cloth will 
point out any law of New York under which the 
paper could be “suppressed” or the publisher 
prosecuted. As to the Comstock postal statute, 
thats a menace to all journals dealing with do- 
mestic and physiological questions, but Taz TauTE 
Szexee is not working in that field and we hav no 
fear, for ourselvs, of that unconstitutional statute. 
So our suppression by the “national government” 
cannot be accomplished “without any delay,” asthe. 
Statesman confidently asserts that it can. You will 
hav to wait, good gentlemen. 

Even if it were true, which it is not, that we are 
«reviling God and his word, and ridiculing the 
savior,” it by no means follows that we would be 
“corrupting the morals of the community.” Pre- 
suming that the morals of individuals are meant, it 
is to be said with much emphasis that ridicule of 
sacred books and ghosts is not an immoral action 
nor necessarily provocativ of immoral actions in 
others; and even if the opposit were true, it is no 
part of the business of government to forbid such 
ridicule. That is what the Chinese hav been doing, 
and now all the “Christian nations" are called 
upon to “avenge” the murdered missionaries. It 
makes a great deal of difference whose ox is gored. 
It is no part of the duty of the “civil authorities” 
to protect the citizen, against “blasphemy” and 
heresy. Thanks to the fathers of the republic, who, 
fortunately, were not Covenanters, we hav no 
* constitutional provisions” for the punishment of 
* the crime of blasphemy,” and the “suppression ” 
of the journals which dare call in question the 
fictions retailed by priests at so much per year. 

BLASPHEMY UNKNOWN TO OUR SUPREME LAW. 


The Christian Statesman, citing the opinions of 
numerous authorities in law in support of its dic- 
tum that blasphemy is an offense under our laws, 
declares that “this first essential point is simply 
beyond controversy.” This remains to be deter- 
mined. The English common law is supposed to 


govern the decisions of our courts only in the ab- 
sence of positiv constitutional or statutory enact- 
ments. It is vpon this English common law that 
the theocrats depend to secure the suppression of 
blasphemy, except in a few states which still retain 
the blasphemy statutes of their earlier days. But 
is it not clear that in a country which has no state 
religion the courts cannot take cognizance of 
alleged affronts offered to the deities and sacred 
books of any religion? Our Constitution explicitly 
forbids Congress to make any law “respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech or of the press.” So far as any laws which 
Congress otherwise might enact are concerned, this 
effectually protects the citizen of the United States 
against prosecutions for blasphemy, and it also 
safeguards the freedom of the press, including, of 
course, Tur Trura Seexer. Again the Constitu- 
tion supersedes the common law, and hence as 
citizens of the United States we are likewise safe 
from attack for the offense of blasphemy under the 
common law. But at this point we are met with 
the proposition that the constitutional prohibition 
of religious legislation restrains Oongress alone, 
leaving the state legislatures free to set up a state 
church if they wish and perzecute to their hearts’ 
content. Possibly the courts would hav sustained 
this view prior to June 16, 1866, but subsequent to 
that date they would hav been compelled to take 
account of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Oon- 
stitution, section 1 of which has this prohibition : 

** No state shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the pr.vileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States.” 

Absolute freedom of opinion and expression in 
matters of religion is secured to each citizen of the 
United States by the First Amendment to the Con- 
stitution. This is one of his “ privileges or im- 
munities.” Therefore, when the states are for- 
bidden by the Fourteenth Amendment to make or 
enforce any law abridging these privileges or 
immunities, they are in fact forbidden to make any 
law recognizing the alleged “crime of blasphemy ” 
or enforcing the common law recognition of that 
offense. This would seem to be conclusiv, the 
precedent-inspired opinions of Cooley, Shaw, 
Story, and the rest to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. In the last “blasphemy” case tried in this 
country, that decided by Judge Parker in Ken- 
tucky, and a part of whose decision we quoted in 
our last previous answer to the theocratic organs, 
it was held that the crime of blasphemy was un- 
known to the law of that state, and for the reason 
already advanced by us and waved aside by the 
Covenanter advocates, that is, that where there is no 
state church there is no state punishment for the 
rejection of the dogmas of any church, which is all 
that constitutes the “crime of blasphemy.” We 
believe that Judge Parker’s decision would be sus- 
tained in the higher courts. 


* TO THE ANNOYANCE OF BELIEVERS "T 


Until we are reasonably sure that our legislatures 
may enact and our courts enforce blasphemy laws, 
we need not devote much time to the consideration 
of the definitions of blaspheny, nor wear ourselvs 
out trying to discover whether Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
answers to the description of a “ blasphemous pub- 
lication.” The definitions given by Justice Story 
and Judge Oooley hav no application to the argu- 
ments of Freethinkers of any school, as we hav 
already clearly demonstrated in this and preceding 
articles. Only Theists can “blaspheme” God; only 
Christians can “blaspheme” Obrist. In other words, 
only believers owe obedience and respect, for to all 
others the objects of worship are non-existent. 
Analogously, only citizens can be guilty of treason 
to & human ruler, although aliens may wage war 
upon him directly, for he is a tangible existence and 
they know him or know of him as such. In the 
case of the gods and christs, however, no attack is 
made by the Rationalist upon these dream-children 
of the theologian, he being concerned only with the 
claims put forth and the arguments made by men 
like unto himself. And right here is the real source 
of all blasphemy laws; in every age priests hav 
found themselvs out-argued by skeptics, and the 


one reason that they could giv to which the skeptic 
had no sufficient answer ready was brute force. 
The antiquated definitions quoted by the jurists 
named show this plainly enough. The gravamen 
of the offense of Tar Trura Seeker and other prop- 
agandists of Freethought is “the annoyance of 
believers.” Argument against or ridicule of his 
philosophy or superstitions “annoys” the Christian. 
Just as the Sunday worshiper is “annoyed” because 
a train is carrying the mail on the first day of the 
week on the other side of the continent, so he is 
“annoyed” when the Rationalist disproves the al- 
leged divinity of his “savior,” or Watson Heston 
pokes fun at the canards recorded in the Bible. 
But he never sees the other side of this “annoy- 
ance” business. The mission of his church is to 
argue and ridicule all other religions and Rational- 
ism out of the world, but he would be horribly 
shocked if the “heathens” or the Freethinkers 
should resort to blasphemy laws to check its propa- 
ganda. 

The common law upon which Justice Story 
based his opinion in the Girard Will case is super- 
seded by the First and Fourteenth amendments to 
the Constitution, as heretofore shown. 

* Any ordinary jury in any of our courts” might 
indeed do as the Statesman asserts, but then it is 
to be remembered that our present system of 
selecting juries is admirably adapted to the pro- 
eurement of orthodox jurymen. That system 
makes ignorance almost absolutely essential to 
service on a jury. With juries properly consti- 
tuted, drawn by lot from the whole body of the 
people of the given jurisdiction, and judges of 
the law and the fact, the enforcement of blasphemy 
statutes would be practically impossible except in 
a few out-of-the-way pagan corners. The jury 
represent the whole electorate, and an electorate 
unanimously in favor of blasphemy laws would be 
very hard to find in this age of enlightenment. 

SOME FRATERNAL SUGGESTIONS. 


We hope that Brother McAllister, or McOrory, 
or whichever one of the other editors is giving that 
“trumpet no uncertain sound” will not rupture a 
blood-vessel by his windy exertions; he will find 
ita long and difficult task, we imagin, to induce 
the authorities of this city to attempt the “ prohibi- 
tion of the publication” of Tae Trura Serxer. As 
before said, they will first hav to find some law 
under which to proceed before they can “ suppress 
the blasphemous sheet.” Would it not be a good 
plan to convene the synod of the Raformed Pres- 
byterian church and hav it enact the much-needed 
statute? But we suppose that that will not be 
possible until after we get God and Calvin into the 
Constitution. However, it may be possible for the 


two Covenanter papers to be moved to New York, 
'in which event some of the editors might be trans- 


formed into “ authorities " by means of the alchemy 
of a “reform” municipal ticket. Then the real 
entertainment would begin. 

Seriously, what would become of civilization if 
such men as Postmaster General Caron and the 
editors of the Christian Reformer and the Chris- 
tian Statesman could control the politics of the 
world for even one hundred years? They are am- 
bitious to secure this control and they are working 
adroitly and systematically to this end. It will not 
do to underestimate their strength, as the many 
Sabbatarian victories won during the last year and 
the situation in Canada bear ample witness. It is 
essential to understand that whoever givs aid and 
comfort to the various invasiv schemes now promi- 
nently before the public is playing directly into the 
hands of the theocrats. All the societies and par- 
ties fostering these schemes are, directly or indi- 
rectly, tributary to the National Reform Association. 
They are all recruiting for it. Every step they in- 
duce our legislators to take is a step in the direction 
of God and Obrist and Bible in the Constitution. 
Theocracy, not Secularism, profits by their triumphs. 
Our work is laid out for us by the priesthood of 
superstition, now, as ever before, the greatest ob- 
stacle in the way of progress. 


The New York Sun asks in a not encouraging 
voice: “If the Canadian people support him [Post- 
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master-General Caron], what remedy is there short 
of along agitation, with a doubtful conclusion?” 
None that we know of; but better an almost hope- 
less agitation than that silent submission to outrage 
that never achieved anything. The Sun is not yet 
denied circulation in Oanada, and may not feel called 
upon to pull au oar in this contest; but Tax Truru 
Szuien is denied snch circulation, and, for our part, 
we intend to agitate, with determination if not with 
hope, until the mails are free or we are beyond the 


tieed of them. 
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The Christian Advocate says that it is reported 
that during the Christian Endeavor convention in 
Boston a saloon-keeper put the sign, “ Christian 
Endeavor Punch,” in his window. A policeman 
ordered it renioved. The saloonman denied and 
defied the power of the officer. 

“The policeman’s reply was simply: ‘If you ha¥ uo 
better sense of propriety than that, the police commis- 
sioners hav a sense of propriety which will forbid them 
issuing you a license another year.’ It éame out in: 
stantly.” 

From which it appears that the police are em- 
powered to decide on the “ propriety” of trades- 
men’s sigtis and to secure their removal by threats 
of destroying the dealer’s business. This suggests 
Sóine intéresting possibilities. 

* Philosophy is good enough in its place, but it is & 
poor match for huüger, thirst, and passion. For hutiger 
there must be bread, for thirst, water, and for the mias- 
tery of passion the grace of God."— Religious Telescope. 

Our Disciple contemporary forgets that as man 
must find or provide the bread and the water, so 
must he, by education, by study and application of 
cause and effact, and by the development of char- 
acter, obtain the ability and the desire to keep pas- 
sion within the limits of rational appropriation to 
beneficent service. Like hunger and thirst, it may 
spur to unwise as well as to wise use. “The grace 
of God,” that is, the fervor of religious faith, stimu- 
lates to emotional exaggeration and hence tends to 
weaken self-control, while the study of science not 
only clarifies the mental vision, but puts a restrain- 
ing hand on passional extravagance. 


ee eee 

** We are not desirous of having anything to do with 
such trashy literature as this. I think the postmaster did 
perfectly right in excluding your paper from Oanapa, 
the less it is circulated the better for it is not fit for a 
sensible person to read Especially a Canadian 

** Canadian Editor.” 

We hav printed the letter of our anonymous cor- 
respondent just as he wrote it, presuming that he 
knew what he wanted to say and how to say it, as 
certainly must be true of a Canadian editor who 
thinks that Tux Trure Srrxer is “trashy” and “not 
fit for a sensible person to read, especially a Oana- 
dian.” If we only knew what paper he edits we 
might be better able to judge of his qualifications 
for passing on the trashiness of literature, but as 
we cannot compare his paper with ours we hav to 
content ourselvs with the general assertion that the 
contents of Tug Trora Szeexer compares very fav- 
orably, as regards timeliness, truthfulness, and so- 
lidity, with the contents of the average newspaper 
of the ordinary type. But the meat in this nut is 
this: If trashiness is to shut papers out of the 
mails, how will the ruck of newspapers, religious 
and political, get to their subscribers? Is our 
“Onnadian Editor” ready to pay express charges 
on his sheet? And what business is it of Post- 
master. @eneral Caron that some papers are intel 
lectually less weighty than others? We had sup- 
posed that postage was paid on the basis of avoir- 
dupois weight, not mental. 


“Itis much more easy to disbelieve than to believe. 
This is obvious on the side of reason, but it is also true 
on that of the spirit; for to disbelieve is in accordance 
with environment or custom, while to believe necessi- 
tates a spiritual use of the imagination. ”—Prof. Geo. J. 
. Romanes. 

It is-easier to disbelieve than to believe the tales 
of the priest, because the evidence is all on the 
side of disbelief. That is, for the properly edu- 
cated man; for the ignorant man, the evidence 
often appears to be the other way. This fact em- 
phasizes the: vital importance of scientific educa- 
fion. It is not true that “to disbelieve is in accord- 


As between theology and Rationaliem, it is the for- 
mer that is buttressed by environment and custom. 


known writer, was some months ago very sick and 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
ance with environment or custom.” All established 
theologies are supported by environment and cus- 
tom, and even new theologies are more helped than 
hindered by them, for new theologies are merely 
old theologies reorganized—in their essentials of 
belief in the gods, in good and evil spirits, in life 
after the dissolution of the body, and in future 
states of happiness and misery, they are closely akin. 


One thing we will admit, that to believe may neces- 
sitate a “spiritual use of the imagination,” for that 
implies only the wandering of the untrained fancy 
into the realm of the unknown, where one guess is 
as good as another. 


Gail Hamilton (Mary Abigail Dodge), the well- 


it was not thought that she could survive the at- 
tack. But she recovered, and about the first work 
she did was the preparation of a paper which she 
recently had read in the Congregational church at 
Hamilton, Massachusetts. Describing her prostra- 
tion at Washington and her subsequent experiences, 
she said that her brothers, Stanwood and Brown 
Dodge, both of whom are dead, one of them having 
died leds than a year ago, appeared to her and 
conversed with naturalness. She sometimes felt 
that she would like to speak and inquire if she were 
really in the other world, but found it impossible 
to enunciate syllables.” This is from a newspaper 
summary of her narrativ. It is difficult to under- 
stand how a person of Gail Hamilton’s natural 
ability and education can mistake subjectiv sensa- 
tions for objectiv realities, especially in this age of 
psychological investigations. It is now a common- 
place truth that when the rest of the body is sick 
the brain often passes out from the control of the 
will, and the impressions registered in its earlier and 
more plastie state dominate all later and present 
ones. When the normal person is in normal health 
those impressions are below consciousness, and are 
ealled up only by association or in a conscious effort 
to remember. It is strange that intelligent people 
should so often attach more importance to the “vis- 
ions" of & diseased and perhaps dying brain than 
they do to the conclusions of the same brain or 
others of equal or greater strength when in a state 
of health. The dying person * sees” those whom 
he has loved or hated and the places with which he 
is familiar, and ** hears" the voices and the music 
that in years past left their records in the sensitiv 
cells of his brain. The phonograph is unwinding 


its endless serolls, the kinetoscope is flashiug its 


millions of impressions, and the dulled senses catch 
here aud there a note, or envision now and then a 
picture from the galleries of the Past. 


The pastor of Grace Episcopal church, Rev. Dr. 
William R. Huntington, preached on a recent 
* Sabbath" on the Sunday law question. This he 
did at the request of the New York Sabbath Com- 
mittee. He declared that the essence of Sabbath ob- 
servance “ consists in the setting apart, in the name 
of God [italics ours], of one-seventh portion of 
time as time is reckoned by days, for absolute im- 
munity from toil.” Whether this one-seventh of 
time should be the first or seventh day he said was 
immaterial; “the discovery of the sphericity of the 
earth has made all wrangling about that point ab- 
surd." Now this is rank heresy, for the true 
believer and aeceptor of the Bible as the word of 
God has nothing whatever to do with considera- 
tions involved in the discoveries of scientific men. 
Dr. Huntington knows that God set apart one- 
seventh of time for rest and worship—at least, he 
says that he knows this. But how does he know 
it? Olearly his only source of information is the 
Bible—the Bible, which he, as a Christian minister, 
is bound to accept and obey. The Bible writers 
knew nothing of a spherical earth and nothing of 
the modern Christian pretense that any one-seventh 
of time would do just as well as Saturday. The 
Bible distinctly says that the seventh day is the 
Sabbath, not the seventh portion of time, and 


probably there is no one who has a more lively ap- 


preciation of this fact than Dr. Huntington him- 
self. If it be true that the Ohristign need not care 


print and unobtainable. 
Colonel and his publisher we hav now put it into a 
neat pamphlet, with fancy colored cover, and a por- 


677 


which day, Saturday or Sunday, is observed, it is 
pertinent to ask the persecutors of the Seventh- 
Day Adventists what grounds of complaint they 
hav against these people. 
seventh of the time, Saturday, as a Sabbath, why 
are they fined, imprisoned, and put in the chain- 
gang for working on Sunday? When Dr. Hunting- 
ton talks of “absolute immunity from toil" on the 
Sabbath day, does he forget that he draws his 
large salary in return chiefly for the work he does 
on the first day of the week? 
Sunday services of his sexton, his ushers, his organ- 
ist, his choir singers? 
of the coachman and outriders of his fashionable 
parishioners, nor of the horses whose lines they 
hold under the summer sun or in winter's cold, 
through the hour or more of his preaching ? 
his house-servants excused from all work on Sun- 
day? 
as it is the most prevalent and fashionable. 


As they observe one- 


Does he forget the 


Did he never take thought 


Are 


Hypocrisy is the deadliest vice of our time, 


aN a DE 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Speech on the “ Declaration 


of Independence ” and His ** Vision of War.” 
For many months this speech has been out of 
By permission of the 


trait of the speaker. We hav included also the 
« Vision of War,” which many hav desired to hav in 
compact and cheap form to hand to friends. The 
price of the pamphlet is ten cents. The “ Declara- 
tion of Independence" is the centennial. oration 
delivered July 4, 1876, at Peoria, Ill, and the 
“Vision of War” is an extract from a speech de- 
livered at the soldiers’ reunion at Indianapolis, in 
September of the same year, beginning, “The past 
rises before me'like a dream.” 


A Paine Exhibition in London. 

To rue Eprror or Tue Trora Szzkgzg— Sir : Our 
«Thomas Paine Exhibition" will open in South 
Place chapel, London, on December 2d of this year. 
I shall be glad if you will make this known, so that 
those who possess relics of Paine and his American 
friends may send them to us. The articles should 
be addressed to “The Paine Committee, South 
Place chapel, South Place, Finsbury, London, E. O., 
England.” An account of any expenses incurred 
by those sending loans should be sent tome. The 
articles will be safely returned to the owners. I 
may say that we hav all of the usual engravings of 
Paine, but would be glad of any caricatures. 
Portraits are desired of Elihu Palmer, Oolonel 
Fellows, Steven Grellet, William Oarver, James 
Cheatham, Abner Kneeland, Elias Hicks, Colonel 
Ingersoll; and we should like to hav a picture of 
Paine’s house at New Rochelle, and his house at 
Bordentown, N. J., if such pictures exist. Auto- 
graph letters of Paine, or of his friends (contempo- 
raries), would be very useful, and the utmost care 
will be taken of them. Those who lend us articles 
should write their names and addresses with dis- - 
tinctness, so that they may appear in our catalog. 
The time is getting rather short, and I trust you 
will giv us prompt aid in this matter. 

Yours very truly, Moncors D. Conway. 
Russell Mansions, Southampton Row, London, 
W. C., England, Oct. 10, 1895. 


Leetures and Meetings. 


J. E. RrwsBuna has finished his work in Texas and 
now goes to the Dakotas. He will start East about the 
first of December. ; 


FRANELIN STEINER Will return West after the Congress. 
The Ohio Liberal Scciety of Cincinnati is arranging & 
debate between Mr. Steiner and Prof. J. S. Van Cleave 
of that city. 


Tr is arranged that S. P. Putnam will debate with Mr. 
Elwell before the Brooklyn Philosophical Association the 
first Sunday in December, on the following question, 
** Does Science Teach the Existence of a God?" It is 
expected there will be a large attendance. Christians 
are cordially invited. 


S. P. Putnam lectures at Boston, on November 34 and 
10th, and at East Dennis, Mass., November 24th. Mr. 
Putnam will lecture in New England during the month 
of November. He desires engagements at all possible 
points in this section. Friends will communicate with 
him at 28 Lafayette place, New York, care of this office. 


Tus Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets _ 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o'clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M. 
P. MeLeod, secretary, 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all.are invited. Radical Library open from 7,30 a.m. 


2 


to 10 P.u.; dues, 15 cents per mónth. October lectures: 
Qot, 30—-* Lincoln and Obrist.” Dr. Barr, 
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The Old Story in Plain English, with Notes and 
Comments. 
II. 


The centuries came and went, and all things 
seemed to hav a general hellward tendency. 
Every human being brought into existence was 

. doomed to eternal torment. For there was no 
way on earth or among men whereby one soul could 
be saved. One would think that a merciful God 
would cease to bring sentient beings into existence 
when every one was doomed beforehand to pass an 
eternity where the fire is not quenched and the 
worm dieth not and the smoke of their torment 
acsendeth forever. 

Finally, after mature deliberation, he came to the 
conclusion that bringing human beings into exist- 
ence only to be tormented forever was not the 
proper thing for a God to do, so he matured a plan 
whereby one out of a thousand might stand some 
chance for escape. There was a young Jew girl 
who had achild whose reputed father was Joseph, 
but whose real father was a ghost. The plan as 
perfected was that everyone who would believe 
that this son of a ghost was a real God, and at the 
same time only a ghost, as old as bis father, and 
his father no older than he, and that there was no 
difference in age, power, or wisdom between God, 
the child, and the ghost, could be saved. So twelve 
men were singled out to preach the new scheme of 
deliverance. They were to be neither naked nor 
clothed, barefoot nor shod, and were to travel with- 
out a cane, and to take neither gold nor silver nor 
even shin-plasters. Thus equipped they were to 
sally forth and warn the people against the wrath 
of God and tell them how they could secure celes- 
tial quarters and escape the awful puniehment 
which all had been subjected to since the snake 
whispered in the ear of Mother Eve in God’s little 
garden spot. : 

But I forgot to mention that this child of a ghost 
was born with flesh, blood, and bones like any other 
child, and showed no signs of its ghostly paternity. 
It had nursing sore mouth and an awful time cut- 
ting teeth, and poor Mary, who had no experience 
in raising ghosts, was greatly alarmed when he had 
the colic, and as catnip was scarce the young ghost 
gave the young mother no end of worriment. 

The child grew up like any other boy, but owing 

_to the inefficiency of the schools or the oversight 
of the father ghcst, his education was sadly neg- 
lected. He betrayed no marks of his ghostly progen- 
itor, only occasionally he vanished out of the sight 
of his mother, and she was in sore trouble to find 
him. Although Joseph had been side tracked by 
the ghost, yet he manifested greater interest in 
finding him tban his ghostly father did. It is said 
that during his absence he was confounding the 
doctors in the temple. No doubt he did confound 
them, for he has been in the confounding business 
ever since. He learned the trade of yoke and plow 
making with Joseph, and became very proficient. It 
is said that he could make the best yoke and plow 
of any man in the land. Great Scoti! what would 
Barnum not have given for a sample of those yokes 
and plows from the hands of that ghostly me- 
chanic? But, like mavy another mieguided man, 
he left this useful occupation and turned preacher. 
That’s where he got the pin in the wrong hole. 

The people did not like his sermons; his Jan- 
guage was offensiv. He called the people a gen- 
eration of vipers, children of the devil, and said 
they could not escape the damnation of hell. Re- 
ligionists are always intolerant, and like the New 
England fathers, knowing that the dead cease from 
troubling, they strung him up after the most ap- 
proved fashion, as they would any other malefactor, 
as they considered him. 

** Was it for crimes that I hav done 
He groaned upon the tree? 


Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
And love beyond degree.” - 


Christians say that this son of a ghost was cruci- 
fied on account of their sins. There is no doubt 
about the magnitude of their sins, but how they 
could sin backward for two thousand years is not 
apparent. 

The sins of the people hav about as much to do 
with the crucifixion of Christ as they hav with the 
death of Julius Cæsar. Obristians hav put hun- 
dreds to death, actuated by the same spirit which 
crucified Christ. God had nothing to do with the 
transaction. If Christ was crucified in accordance 
with God's will, then Judas was only an instru- 
ment in the hand of God, and every Jew will be 
admitted to heaven with exclusiv privileges. God 
must hav been imbued with the most savage in- 
stincts to contrive to bring human beings into 
existence for thousands of years when he knew that 
every soul would be used as fuel to feed eternal 
flames. Why this plan of salvation was not matured 
earlier, so as to hav saved all who had been born 


| 


for the last three or four thousand years, is not 
apparent. 

The twelve who were chosen to promulgate this 
scheme of salvation could talk to comparativly few 
people; yet there were then thousands consigned 
to eternal torment every day. Now, does this look 
like a scheme designed by a merciful being pos- 
sessed of unlimited wisdom and power? The fate 
of millions depending upon the efforts of twelve 
men! Does this not look morelike a human ar- 
rangement than it does like a measure with al- 
mighty power and wisdom behind it? 

If this had been God's plan, the means adopted 
would would hav been commensurate with the ob- 
ject to be obtained. It has been nearly two thou- 
sand years sinee the twelve were sent out, yet 
there are millions who never heard of this plan of 
salvation and never will, and the consequence is an 
eternal exhibition of fireworks in the lower coun- 
try. With God all things are possible, yet this 
slipehod plan seems to be the best he could devise. 

After the son of the ghost was born and the re- 
demption scheme had been fully perfected between 
God, the son, and the ghost, could not some means 
hav been devised so that the minds of all might be 
impressed with a knowledge of and belief in this 
universal redeemer, and not hav their salvation de- 
pend upon what twelve men could do? . 

Suppose an epidemic was likely to sweep all the 
people from the country, and a sure remedy should 
be discovered, would it not be considered the hight 
of folly to send out twelve men to tell the people, 
when it was well known that not one in a hundred 
could be informed, and that ninety and nine would 
die? Would not the press and steam and electricity 
be brought into requisition, and would not the de- 
sired information be spread to the remotest parts 
of the country as on the wings of the wind? 

God could command all of these appliances ; why 
did he not use them? If the state of civilization of 
two thousand years ago is considered, it will be seen 
that the means adopted to spread the glad tidings 
were just such as might be expected. Learn how 
the people of that period drew their water, spun 
and wove, plowed, sowed, harvested, and ground 
their grain, and you will be satisfied that God had 
no more to do with spreading this goose-spell or 
gospel than he did with the bungling utensils and 
implements of that period. Then the idea of God 
getting so mad that he could not recover his equa- 
nimity until he killed himself is too silly for serious 
thought; ard all this because a woman ate a banana 
two thousand years ago, when God planted the 
tree and knew she would gobble the fruit just as 
sure as a minister will go to a circus where he is 
not known. God knew the consequences of that 
banana, and instead of taking precautionary meas- 
ures which would hav prevented the necessity of 
his committing suicide, put the temptation di. 
rectly before her. Does this not seem more like a 
legendary tale than the work of an all-wise God? 

Recently a building collapsed in the city of New 
York, and a number of men were maimed or killed. 
The priest was sent for and went through some 
farcical maneuvers before they took their final de. 
parture. Does anyone of rational mind believe that 
these hic-hoc horum tricks performed by the priest 
over the body of a dying man hav anything to do 
with his final destiny? Does it make any difference 
whether a wafer is put upon his tongue or his toe- 
nail? Did God ever institute such a nonsensical 
ceremony? No, and it would never be prac- 
ticed if it did not bring grist to the eclesiastical 
mills. Does God require one to be plunged under 
water and to eat bread and drink wine and call them 
the body and blood of a man who died two thou- 
sand years ago, or be damned? Is it not about 
time to dispense with this o:d fetich and be gov- 
erned by common sense ? 

I donot believe that God ever had anything to 
do with the actions of men, or that he is partial to 
a few and will punish the many. I do not believe 
that he ever appeared to men, or talked with them, 
or manifested himself to them in any way. Orthat 
he meddles with the affairs of men, or that he cares 
whether men help and assist each other, or whether 
they eut each other's throats in the strifes of war. 
1f he had anything to do with the affairs of men he 
would not allow millions of men to be slaughtered 
in war, nor would he suffer countries to be de- 
voured by floods, or parched by drouths, nor ships 
to be sunk at sea freighted with human lives, nor 
epidemics to rage. 

If aman falls upon a rock, God will not soften 
the rock, whether he be Christian or heathen. It 
is said that Christ walked on the water, but he 
never gave that power to anyone to save him or her 
from drowning. Lightning has no choice between 
a church and a theater, and sometimes puts a man’s 
light out when he is on his knees. If God would 
like to prevent these calamities and cannot, then he 


lacks the power. If he can prevent them and will 
not, then he is not good. 

The truth is, we liv in a world which is gov- 
erned by law, and all the superstitious notions 
which ever swayed the minds of misguided men, 
and sll the gods which hav been fashioned in the 
minds of men, cannot change one of these laws. If 
a stone be cast into the air it will return to the 
earth, and all the gods, big and little, cannot pre- 
vent it. 

It is said that when Christ was crucified the sun 
was darkened. That may hav been so, but all can 
rest assured that it was not eclipsed by a dying 
man. When men get off their knees and cease 
mumbling to a being which has no existence save 
in the imagination of men, and study the laws of 
nature more Closely, they will learn that their silly 
twaddle affects nothing either on earth or.in heaven. 
Until these laws are better understood men will be 
imposed upon by all manner of supernatural shams 
and be governed more by superstition than by 
reason. 

Some years ago, after midnight, I aroused some 
of the people of the village to witness a grand dis- 
play of the aurora borealis. ‘Behold the hand of 
God,” said one. “What a grand display of Almighty 
power,” said another. “Can a man look upon that 
scene and not be impressed with an idea of the ex- 
istence of a God?” said a third. 

There was no more display of God’s power in 
that phenomenon than there is in a cloud or curl of 
smoke. Though the cause may not hav been un- 
derstood, the thinking mind would say, ‘‘ Though I 
do not understand the cause of the appearance, the 
cause exists, and I see only the result, as I do of 
many other causes which the wisdom of man will 
yet discover.” But ignorance is prone to put the 
same imaginary power behind every phenomenon 
not understood. 

From a mite to a molehill, from a molehill to a 
mountain, from a mountain to a world, from a 
world to a universe, no action, no change, can take 
place except in obedience to law. 

If water be poured on a grindstone in motion, 
the water will fly cff in the direction in which the 
stone is turned, and the drops will revolve in the 
same direction. If the motion of the stone be re- 
versed the water will fly off and the drops will 
revolve in the opposit direction from what they 
did before. Every drop of rain which falls from -a 
cloud, every shot which falls from a tower, is gov- 
erned by the same law which causes a world to 
revolve on its axis. The motion of every feather 
and every leaf which flies in the air is governed by 
law. Ihav spent hours in watching the motions of 
leaves as they fall from the trees in autumn. One 
sails away in the breeze like a hawk poised on level 
wings, another rolls over and over in the air, an- 
other plunges straight down and whirls around and 
around like the screw ofa steamer. I hav watched 
the descent of those leaves and examined them 
closely. The one that sailed away without turning 
had a smooth flat surface like a piece of paper. The 
one that rolled over was curled. The one that 
plunged down head first with a whirling motion had 
a heavy head and stem with two flinges turned in 
opposit directions. Take a large feather and 
throw it up into the wind a hundred times, and it 
will show a similar motion every time. Out the 
feather in two, and throw up the halves, and see 
how the motion of the butt of the feather will differ 
from the motion of the top, and each will differ 
from the motion of the whole feather. 

Such experiments and a thousand others which 
may be tried will satisfy the reasoning mind that 
we liv in a world of law, and that there is no God 
init at all. Study the laws of nature more, shout 
and sing and pray less, and you will be a wiser and 
better man. 

On the route to the Siberian mines is a station 
beyond which the friends and relative of the pris- 
oners are not allowed to go. Here they take their 
final farewell. Daughters hang upon the necks of 
their fathers, wives cling lovingly to husbands, and 
mothers for the last time embrace their sons. Oh! 
the tears and the sorrow, the tender hand-shakes 
and heart-breaks that that station has witnessed. 
Then these poor condemned ones are starved and 
whipped in the mines until the last trace of inde- 
pendence and manhood is blotted out. They get so 
benumbed that they take no note of time. They 
forget the day of the month and week and their age, 
and even their names. We hav in this country 
at the present time thousands of people who are 
out of employment and on the ragged edge of 
starvation. There are families of father, mother, 
and little children who know not in the morning 
where they will be at night—perhaps in some barn or 
nestled away under some straw stack, if some human 
monster does not deny them that poor privilege. 
Then think of a mother begging for a mouthful of 
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food to appease the hunger of a starving child. 
Starving herself, yet more than satisfied to be able 
to giv her starving child a mouthful of food. Oh, if 
there is a God who has the power to abate these 
evils and prevent the sufferings of mortals on this 
earth, and will not do it, then I hate, curse, execrate, 
and abominate that God with every fiber of my 
being. Joan Prox. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


Religious Toleration in Maryland. 

There are two facts that conspire to make the 
history of religious toleration in Maryland of sur- 
passing interest to the student of American history. 
One is that the lord proprietary was a Roman Oath- 
olic; the other is that Maryland, it is claimed, was 
the firs& of the original thirteen colonies to estab- 
lish religious toleration by statute.* 

Confronted by the history of centuries of intoler- 
ance in other countries, Roman Catholics turn with 
satisfaction to the history of Maryland, and point 
to it with pride, as an evidence of the tolerant char- 
acter of “ the church." 

After exhausting the very meager materials found 
in the Old World with which to support the papal 
elaim that “ the church” is tolerant, Cardinal Gib- 
bons says: 

Turning to our own country, it is with no small degree 
of satisfaction that I point to the state of Maryland as the 
cradle of civil aud religious liberty, and the ‘‘land of the 
sanctuary.” Of the thirteen original American colonies, 
Marvland was the only one that was settled by Catholics. 
She was also the oniy one thatspread aloft over her fair 
lands the banner of liberty of conscieuce, and that in- 
vited the oppressed of other colonies to seek an asylum 
beneath its shadow (** Faith of Our Fathers,” p. 272; edi- 
tion of 1893). 

There are, at least, two fatal errors in this para- 
graph: first, Maryland was not settled exclusivly. 
nor even principally, by Roman Catholics; and 
second, religious liberty was never established in 
that colony. either by Catholics or by Protestants. 
The act of April 21. 1649, was an act of toleration 
merely. providing that ‘no person within this prov- 
ince, professing to believe in Jesus Christ, shall be 
in any ways troubled, molested, or discounte. 
nanced, for his or her religion, or in the free exer- 
cise thereof." («“ History of the United States,” by 
Bancroft, vol. I, part I, chap. 10, p. 168 ) 

The same act provided that “ whatsoever person 
shall deny the Holy Trinity, or any of 
the persons thereof, shall be punished with death.” 
And that ** whatsoever person or persons shall from 
henceforth use or utter any reproachful words or 
speeches concerning the blessed Virgin Mary, the 
mother of our Savior. or the holy apostles or evan- 
gelists. or any of them, shall in such case for the 
first offense forfeit to the lord proprietary the sum 
of five pounds sterling or the value thereof. : 
And every such offender or offenders for every second 
offanse shall forfeit ten pounds sterling or the value 
thereof. And every person or persons before 
mentioned offending herein the third time, shall for 
such third offense forfeit all his lands and goods, 
and be forever banished and expelled out of this 
province (‘Archives of Maryland Assembly,” vol. 
I, p. 244. See also Bancroft’s “History of the 
United States,” vol. I, part I, chap. 16, pp. 168, 169). 

It will be readily conceded that this was very far 
short of religious liberty; it was simply toleration 
for believers in the Christian religion. Tt is true 
that it was far in advance of any other colony at that 
time except Rhode Island, f but it was not religious 


* The statute to which reference is here made was 
passed by the Maryland assembly in 1649, thirteen years 
after Roger Williams and others who had suffered perse- 
cution in Massachusetts had established, at Providence, 
as Arnold says, '*a pure democracy, which far the first 
time guarded jealously the rights of conscience by igaor- 
ing any power in the body politic to interfere with those 
matters that alone concern man and his maker." It was 
not, however, until March 14, 1643, six years before the 
act of toleration was passed in Maryland, that the ‘‘ Pa- 
tent for Providence Plantations” was issued, prior to 
which time the legislation of the colony was without royal 
sanction, —See ** Patent for Providence Plautations," and 
foot note to the same, in *'Oharters and Constitutions," 
vol. 2, p. 1594. 


t Roger Williams was expelled from Massaehnsetts in 
January, 1636. ‘Within two years," says Bancroft, 
“others fled to his asylum. The land which he occupied 
was within the territorv of the Narragansetts. In March, 
1638, an Indian deed from Canonicus and Miantonomah 
made him the undisputed possessor of an extensiv do- 
main” (History of the United States, vol. I, part I, chap. 
15, p 254.) 

This, it should be remembered, was eleven years be- 
fore the Maryland act of toleration. Moreover, Rhode 
Island had religious liberty from the flrst day of its set- 
llement ; and five years before the Maryland act of tolera- 
tion, Williams published and defended in England his 
views of religious liberty. Bancroft says: . 

‘The principles which he pwibamel first sustained 
amid the bickerings of a colonial parish, next in the gen- 
eral court of Massachusetts, and then introduced into the 
wilds on Narragansett Bay, he found occasion, in 1644, to 
publish in England, and to defend as the basis of the re- 
ligious freedom of mankind” (Id., p. 255), 


liberty. 
tion to all believers in Jesus Christ. “The Quakers 
were persecuted in Maryland as badly as in Virginia 
and Massachusetts.” 
Joseph Coale and Thomas Thurston, preachers be- 


mund Ollier, vol. I, p. 77; published by the Cas- 
whom belongs the credit for a measure of religious 
Roman Catholics but very largely by Protestants. 


more. 
brother of the proprietary, sailed from the Isle of 


of Fortune Island, Barbados, and St. Christopher's, 
&nd did not reach Maryland until March, 1634 


lar locality, and purchased from them for some 
cloth and a few axes their right to the soil. Ban- 


whom at least three parts of four were Protestants, 
took quiet possession of the land which the governor had 
bought ( ** History of the United States,” vol. I, part I, 
chap. 10, p. 161). 


Catholics and Protestants in Maryland remained 
about the same, and though the goverument was in 
the hands of the lord proprietary, who was a Oatho- 
lic, it would hav been quite impossible for him, 
even had he desired to do so, to hav denied tolera- 


ministration was in the hands of Catholics, and the great 
majoritu of the people were Protestants, there was no 
unanimity of sentiment out of which a domestic constitu- 
tion could hav harmoniously risen (Id., p. 166). 


land between the Parliament and Charles I., and 
Lord Baltimore had to look well to his rights in 
order to retain any authority at all. 
vert, the proprietary’s deputy, went to England in 


copalians and Puritans, wao formed a large propor- 


under the power of a Oatholic, and were desirous 


In practice it did not secure even tolera- | the assembly held in April, 1649. placed upon their 


statute books” (“History of the United States,” 
TE I, part I, chap. 10, p. 168), this act of tolera- 
ion. 

It is not our purpose to deny that Lord Balti- 
more himself was a liberal-minded man; and it is 
very probable that he entertained charitable feel- 
ings toward Protestants. But even had this not 
been the case, his environment and the circum- 
stances under which he received and held his charter 
were such that he could not well hav taken any other 
course than that which he did take in securing for 
his subjects religious toleration. England was at 
that time Protestant, so-called, and the charter 
granted Lord Baltimore by Charles I. established 
in effect the Anglican Church as the church of 
Maryland. It gave the lord proprietary authority 
to found “churches and chapels, and places of 
worship in convenient and suitable places within 
the premises; and of causing the same to be dedi- 
cated and consecrated, according to the ecclesiastical 
laws of our kingdom of England.” * 

Speaking of this phase of the charter, Bancroft 
says: “Christianity, as professed by the Church 
of England, was established [by the charter]; but 
the patronage and advowsons of churches were 
vested in the proprietary; and, as there was not an 
English statute on religion in which America was 
specially named, silence left room for the settle- 
ment of religious affairs by the colony ” ( “ History 
of the United States,” vol. I, part I, chap. 10, p. 
158). But it would hav been in flagrant violation 
of the charter to hav established Roman OCatholi- 
cism, for an express provision of that instrument 
was that all acts concerning religious establish- 
ments were to be “according to the ecclesiastical 
laws of our kingdom of England.” 

It will be seen at once that it was quite out of the 
question for Lord Baltimore to establish the Catho- 
lie religion in Maryland; f he did the only thing 
that was possible for him to do under the cireum- 
stances to secure even toleration for those of his 
own faith; he established religious toleration for 
all who professed faith in Christ ; and the fact that 
representativ Oatholics appeal to the history of 
Maryland, in proof of the tolerant spirit of Oatholi- 
cism, demonstrates the paucity of such evidence. 

But even if all that is claimed for Maryland were 
true, it would by no means establish the claim that 
is made in behalf of Rome. Oardinal Gibbons him- 
self states the principle which dominates Rome 
everywhere. He says: 

Many Protestants seem to be very much disturbed by 
some such argument as this: Catholics are very ready 
now to proclaim freedom of conscience, becanse they are 
in the minority. When they once succeed in getting the 
upper hand in numbers and power, they will destroy this 
freedom, because their faith teaches them to tolerate no 
doctrin other than the Catholic. It is, then, a matter of 
absolute necessity for us that they should never be al- 
lowed to get this advantage. ` 

Now, in all this, there is a great mistake, which comes 
from not knowing the Catholie doctrin in its fullness, I 
shall not lay it down myself, lest it seem to hav been got- 
ten up for the occasion. I shall quote the great theo- 
lcgian Becanus, who au rht the docirin of the schools of 
Catholic theology at the time when the struggle was hot- 
test between Catholicity and Protestantism. He says that 
religious liberty may be tolerated by a ruler when it 
would do more harm to the state or to the community to 
repress it. This is true Catholic teaching on this 
point, according to Becanus and all Catholic theologians 
(** Faith of Our Fathers,” pp. 268, 269). 

This is indeed, as the cardinal states, «the true 
Catholic teaching upon this point," and it ought to - 
be universally recognized as such by Protestants. 
When Rome grants toleration she does not doit asa 
matter of principle, but as a matter of policy ; and 
as a matter of policy, partial religious toleration 
was established in Maryland.— American Sentinel. 


For example: “In 1658, 


longing to that body, were treated with great se- 
verity by the authorities and compelled to flee the 
country" (« History of the United States," by Ed- 


sell Publishing Co., New York). 
But let us consider briefly the question to 


toleration in Maryland. 
As before stated, Maryland was not settled by 


The charter was issued on the twentieth day of 
June, 1632, to Cecil Calvert, the second Lord Balti- 
The following November, Leonard Calvert, 


Wight with two hundred colonists to effect a set- 
tlement in Maryland. 
The vessels, the Ark and the Dove, sailed by way 


After cruising about in the Ohesapeake Bay and 
the Potomac river, they dropped anchor in St. 
Mary’s river. ~ 

Leonard Oalvert gained the good-will of the na- 
tive, who were preparing to abandon that particu- 


croft says: 
Upon the 27th (of Merch, 1634], the emigrants, of 


It is probable that the relativ proportion of 


tion to so large a majority of his subjects. Bancroft 
Bays: ` 
In the mixed population of Maryland, where the ad- 


This was about the time of the conflict in Eng- 


Leonard Cal- 


1643 to consult with his brother, Lord Baltimore, 
about affairs of the colony. Olaybourne was still 
claiming Kent Island, and the Presbyterians, Epis- 


tion of Lord Baltimore's subjects, were restless 


of establishing Protestantism, so-called, as the re- 
ligion of the colony. 

In 1645, a petition was presented to the House 
of Lords, asking that the government of Maryland 
might be settled in the hands of the Protestants. 
For some reason this petition was not acted upon, 
and the “politic Lord Baltimore,” says Bancroft, 
* had ample time to prepare his own remedies. To 
appease the Parliament, he removed Greene {the 
Roman Catholic governor], and in August, 1648, 
appointed in his place Wm. Stone, a Protestant of 
the Church of England” (Id., p. 167). A very sig- 
nificant fact in this connection is that Lord Balti- 
more required Governor Stone to take and subscribe 
the following oath: 

I do further swear I will not by myself, nor any other 
person, directly trouble, molest, or discountenance any 
person whatsoever in the said province, professing to be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ; and, in particular, no Roman 
Catholic, for or in respect of his or her religion, nor his 
or her free exercise thereof within said province, 80 as 
they be not unfaithful to his said lordship, or molest or 
conspire against the civil government established under 
him (Id., p. 168). 

This shows very clearly that instead of being in a 
position to dietate to others in matters of faith, 
had he been so disposed, Lord Baltimore was ap- 
prehensiv lest religious toleration might be de- 
nied to his co-religionists; 88, indeed, there was a 
manifest disposition in the colony to do, and as the 
charter would hav warranted, for at that time 
popery was Outlawed in England. 

It was in April of the following year that the act, 
already referred to, establishing religious tolera- 
tion, was passed. Bancroft says: * To quiet and 
unite the colony, all the offenses of the late rebellion 
were effaced by a general amnesty; and, at the 
instance of the Catholic proprietary, the Protestant 
governor, Stone, and his council of six, composed 
equally of Catholics and Protestants, and the rep- 
resentativs of the pope of Maryland, of whom 
[only] five were Catholics, aba general session of 


* ** Federal and State Constitntions, Colonial Charters, 
and other Organic Laws of the United States," compiled 
under the order of the United States Senate, by Ben: 
Perley Poore, p. 812 The origina! charter is in Latin, 
but an excellent translation of a portion of it may be 
found on page 72 of ‘* The Relation of Religion to Civil 
Government,” published by Patnam's Sons, New York. 


+The ** America Oyclor æ lia,” article ''Calvert," days: 
** [t does not appear that Lord Baltimore, or any of the 
settlers, had any intention on founding the colony of pro- 
elaiming absolute religious freedom, aud one of the first 
acts of the assembly of 1689 was to make the Roman 
Catholic religion the creed of the state.” We hav not 
verified this statement, but the assembly of 1640 declared 
that the ‘holy church, within this province, shall hav 
and enjoy all her rights, liberties, and franchises, wholly 
and without blemish.” See Bancroft’s '' History of the 
United States,” vol. I, part T, chap. 10. 
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Annual Congress of Freethinkers. 


TO BE HELD IN HARDMAN HALL, NINETEENTH ST. AND 


FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK, OOTOBER 25, 26, 27. 


PROGRAM. 


Friday morning, 10 o'clock, — Address by Samuel P. Pat- 
aam, ** Rome or Reason, Which?" Appointment of 


committees. . 

Friday afternoon. 3 o'clock. —Addressby Daniel T. Ames. 
** Evolution Under the Microscope.” Short speeches 
by friends present. Music and recitations. _ 

Friday evening, 7.80 o’clock.—Address by President E. 
B. Foote, of the Manhattan Liberal] Olub. E. W. 
Chamberlain on ‘‘ Freedom of Mails.” M. Oppen- 
heimer, ** Sunday Question." 

Saturday morning, 10 o'elock.—Business meeting of 
the American Secular Union, election of officers, 
amendments to constitution, practical work, eto. 

Saturday afternoon, 3 o’clock.—Business meeting of 
Freethought Federation, election of cfficers, amend- 
ments to constitution, conference and addresses, Let- 
ter from Hon. C. B. Waite. 

Saturday evening, 7.30 o’clock.—Address by Susan H. 
Wixon. “ Will the Coming Woman Go to Church?” 
Geo. E. Macdonald, ** Worth and Worthlessness of 
an Oath.” Address, Frarklin Steiner, ‘‘ Necessity 
of Freethought Agitation.” 

Sunday morning. 10 o'clock. — Address by T. B. Wakeman, 
“ Religion Under Evolution and its Relation to the 
State.” Address, E. O. Walker, **'The National Re- 
form Association, Its Position and Work." Henry 
M. Taber, ‘‘ Church Taxation.” 

Sunday afternoon.—Address by Henry Rowley, ‘‘ Our 
Warfare.” Henry Bird. ‘‘ Evolution in Thought.” 

Sunday evening, 7.80 o'elock. Address by L. K. Wash- 
burn, ‘Liberty and Eduestion the Basis of the Re- 
public.” Samuel P. Putnam, ‘‘Evolation, Free- 
thought, and Progress.” 

Musie will be furnished at sessions of Congress by Mrs. 
E. M. Macdonald and others. 

It is requested that friends make a snecial effort to be 
preSent at first session of Congress Friday morning. 

This is important. Invite all friends. Seats free. 


Special to Freethinkers of New York and Vi. 
cinity. l 

It is hoped that every friend who can will be 
present at the first session of the National Congress 
of Freethinkers, which will open with an address by 
Samuel P. Putnam on “Rome or Reason: Which?” 
This will giv the key-note to the Congress and out- 
line its great and important work. We must learn 
the lessons of history. The experience of the past 
must be our guide for the future. Do not fail by 
your presence on Friday morning, October 25th, to 
help the cause of reason, of humanity, of Free- 
thought. If we can do nothing else, we, at least, 
can giv the cheer and eclat of an enthusiastic audi- 
ence. 

An Appeal. 

I hope that every friend of the Freethought cause 
will contribute something to the work of the Con- 
gress and of the coming year. Giv what you can. 
Every little helps. There are the Wise and the 
Fleckten cases. We must be prepared to defend 
and maintain our rights, in these, our comrades, who 
stand for principles of the first importance. We 
must hav money for law expenses, for the publica- 
tion and distribution of pamphlets, for Oongres- 
sional work at Washington. We purpose to use 
every cent to the best possible advantage, and make 
our small means effectual. Do not be discouraged 
because you can giv but little. If all join forces, 
we can hav a fund at our disposal by which we can 
push the fight. We must do this, if we would hav 
Freethought in this republic. The aggressions of 
the church are becoming greater every day. The 
church is busy with its many organizations. It is 
constantly on the move. The question of free 
speech, free press, and free mails is thrust upon us. 
We cannot be indifferent. Let the ranks close, and 
let us do our level best. Send all contributions to 
E. C. Reiehwald, of Chicago, or to me, care of the 
Truth Seeker Company. S. P. P. 

Important Notice. 

I hav not had time to answer the kind and gen- 
erous letters which I hav received from many 
friends in support of the Congress and its work. 


W. Madison St., Chicago 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


I hav been crowded with business and my corre- 
spondents must excuse me from not acknowledging 
by personal letter their good words and gifts. All 
contributions will be published in Tux Tsuru 
Serrer, and I desire especially that those who hav 
forwarded funds to-me, or to Mr. Reichwald, 
Treasurer, will see that their names and amounts 
are published in Taz Teora Srzrzz; if not in the 
list, do not fail to let me know at once. The fol- 
lowing are the further contributions to the work. 
Samuzt P. Purnam. 


Wm. Smithnecsccooccccse sents seecesccoccesccsveccstseassenessccaee $10 00 
E. F. Dorethy.......«« eene eene enne nene nennt tenen 5 00 
Q. Elmendorf.. .......... eese eene esse 5 00 
O. Ricbnor deesse seaveeseevsveosessuiessescsesescexseeses. A UU 
Geo. Wy Qolles::..:5 «o eias eo eee eror Sero trae ee Sere E n exPE 2 00 
NERONE NODIS 2 00 
Paul Bight scscscccoasecessedsssesscceccsesssccccsscsesccovasssseces 2 00 


Q. C. Johnson. ....... eee eene enne nno noe nnn tna oo se 


John Nuessle............. 
oW en AM E 
J. E. Phelps...............eceeeeeeeee e eerte sree ee ntn š 
Received by Truth Seeker Company for the Oon- 
gross : 


W. S. Taylor. 
S. S. Bryan... 
Julius Fehr... 
A. Z. Hoole .. 
John Ardson..... 

F.A. Gtevens.:..««« coe eoo so eto ooa e nn oto eno rne ono orn co no 
Dr M..G. Beck... cereos eret sae ee Cock uasa CUR ne caue 


ABR € er NEP 2 50 
W. Hodgson.........«eeeenn eee nnns. B 00 
8. BR. Wetbherlll.........: crees eso eae c teens ke eo tien aeos aa 1 75 
E. P. Bosworth..........4. eee eee eee teen eene nennt an 150 
E-E Qus... eneeer neat vesdesssscssiccesssiesasecoes 150 
S. T. Hazleton............ eee eeeeee eno neo esooosossss 1 00 


The following friends hav contributed since my 
last report. I hope to hear from others, for it 
takes more money to carry on a Congress than 
many hav any idea of. Every little will help. 
Names of all donors will be published in the book 
of the full proceedings of the Congress, a copy of 
which will be sent free to every contributor. 

C. Reronwatp, Treas., 
141 So. Water street, Chicago. 


P. F. Spencer....c.cssscecsssccssesersesccccssescessesseeeseeenss Z OU 
John Leitseh...............44 eee eee eee enne teneo ett toe 2 00 
John Lomax. .......eeeeeee enn nnnm eet ener, 2 00 
Chas, Henshaw..........«- eee eene ee tene nennt entre neton 2 00 
W. I. ROR cca seks Ve eee to seio ro chao eoe Ionen ovo eo o eI d na o6 ea oes € 1 00 
Jobn A. Smith........... . 100 
P. B. Raasoner ......... eee eene ee tete neonato ot oo too tho seson . 100 
Louis Calais....... i 

Remy Calais.. 

John A. Jost.. 

Ly P. Tibbe............eereeernnnee 


News and Notes. 


COLUMBUS AND CINCINNATI. 

I found a good company of Liberals at Columbus 
and lectured on Sunday afternoon, October 6th, 
as no hall could be procured for an evening meet- 
ing. A fair audience was present, considering the 
limited means at our disposal for advertising. 
I believe that Columbus, the capital of the great 
state of Ohio, with a population of 125,000, could 
be made a center of Freethought work. But it re- 
quires time and patience, and some one to take the 
lead. I met quite à number of stanch friends: Dr. 
J. B. Schueller, J. J. Burdge, Frank Montgomery, 
Mr. Joseph Simpson, Samuel Goodman, Charles 
Augustus, J. H. White, Mr. Pomery, Dr. Fox, 
Adams and others. I must thank Mr. and Mrs. 
Simpson and their daughter, Miss Ora Simpson, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Burdge, for their generous hos- 
pitality to the pioneer worker, and for their aid to 
make his labors successful in this important field. 
Mr. Joseph Simpson’s father was a Freethinker in 
England in the early days of George Jacob Holy- 
oake, about 1840, and was obliged, on account of 
the Christian boycott, to emigrate to this country. 
Freethought, therefore, is the inheritance of this 
family. Mr. J. J. Burdge is a contributor to Tux 
Trura Szrkzs. He was formerly a schoolmaster, 
but the Christians were opposed to his scientific 
teachings and wanted religion and the Bible in the 
schools. On account, therefore, of the honesty of 
his convictions he was obliged to seek other means 
of support; but fortunately, although he did not 
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hav the Lord on his side, he had nativ genius and 
tact, and could labor both with hands and head; 
and he is thousands of dollars ahead on the pe- 
cuniary side of the matter, besides the possession 
of independent brains. He has made for himself a 
place in the world from which all the slaves of su- 
perstition cannot dislodge him. He is well in- 
formed, a student of science and history, and thor- 
oughly understands the principles of freedom and 
progress. I enjoyed my few days’ visit with him. 
The time passed pleasantly slong, with intellectual 
and social pleasures. 

Mrs. M. M. Lyndol is an all-round activ worker. 
She believes in reform with every fiber of her being. 
If there is anything to be done for Freethought she 
is ready to doit. Dr. J. B. Schueller is one of the 
most influential citizens of Columbus, and has the 
open hand and heart for the unpopular cause. Frank 
Montgomery I met years ago, when the first Free- 
thought lecture was given at Columbus, and he is as 
hospitable and true as ever. 

On Sunday morning I attended the funeral of 
little Emily, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. White, 
six years old. She died suddenly, being severely 
sick only a day or two before the sad event oc- 
curred. It was a deep affliction for the parents, to 
hav the light of home thus darkened. Many friends 
gathered around when the last offerings were made 
of memory and love. Only human sympathy can 
shed its beauty and hope in such experiences of 
In the beautiful sunshine we passed 
to the final resting-place in the city of the dead. 
We placed the silent form in earth and covered 
it with flowers. So must we meet death with mu- 
tual courage and devotion, not to forget, but to 
make its darkness shine with tender stars of affec- 
tion and remembrance. To our good and true 
friends, who are ever faithful to the cause, we giv 
our deepest sympathy and respect. 

Our Spiritualist friends use the hall in which I 
spoke afternoon and evening, and I was pleased to 
hear my radical comrade of Chicago, Professor 
Lockwood. 

Through the kindness of Mr Simpson I was 
enabled to visit the great state penitentiary. This 
has a population of 2,000 criminals—a city in itself. 
There are great workshops here, and many forms 
of industry are going on. It furnishes an inter- 
esting panorama of compulsory morality. The 
chaplain here has the biggest audience of any in 
the city, and, as he says, all are under conviction. 
This is a model theological heaven. I did not see 
many signs of intelligence among the prisoners. 
The idle room, where those who hav nothing to do 
loaf all day, is about as near to hell as anything I 
ever saw. Such empty faces I never witnessed. I 
think a little physical suffering would be a relief to 
this awful stupidity. In comparison the hardest 
labor is paradise. 

From Columbus I go to Cincinnati, and here is 
always a big and hearty welcome. The forces are 
at the front. George E. Light, Secretary Allen, Mr. 
and Mrs. Foster, Silverman, and dozens of others, 80 
many that I cannot name them all, add to the 
pleasure and the enthusiasm of the hour. I havan 
appreciativ audience and lecture on “ Freethought 
in England,” which proves to be a very fruitful 
subject, and arouses quite a discussion, in which 
even Liberals differ, for Liberals are not supposed 
to agree on everything. It givs quite a zest to the 
debate to hav these conflicting ideas, which are the 
result of honest investigation and not of blind 
submission. The rattling fire, pro and con, was 
illuminating and electrifying. I always enjoy 
Cincinnati. There is plenty of life there. 

Iam arranging for a Freethought campaign in 
Ohio the coming December and January. I hope 
the Liberals of the Buckeye state will make a gen- 
eral rally, and hav one or more lectures at every 
possible point. There are thousands of Liberals 
in Ohio who ought to be organized for the work. 
If every friend will do his share, all is well. Agita- 
tion and education are the needs of the hour. I 
want to hear from every friend who is interested in 
our advance movement. Samurt P. Pornam. 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Observations. 


In his speech on the Declaration of Independence, 
Colonel Ingersoll is generous enough toward the 
papacy to make the following admission: “The 
Catholics of Maryland were the first people on the 
new continent to declare universal religious tolera- 
tion. Let this be remembered to their eternal 
honor.” The piece on “Religious Toleration in 
Maryland ” on another page of this paper has a ten-. 
dency to tame the enthusiasm which I once felt over . 
the matter to which the colonel refers; but if any 
Protestant should be inclined to sneer at the empti- - 
ness of Catholic professions of toleration, I would . 
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refer him back to the words of Colonel Ingerscll, 

- who, in the same speech, further says: ‘‘ Let it be 
remembered to the disgrace of the Protestant gov- 
ernment of England, that it caused this grand law 
to be repealed.” Oatholics complain that the Free- 
thought orator is not fair with them, but in this 
instance he has given them more credit than they 
deserve. In establishing religious toleration in 
Maryland the Catholics made an arrangement anal- 
ogous to that which the hen suggested to the horse 
while picking up oats under his nose. The hen 
agreed that if the horse would not tread on her toes, 
she would try to avoid stepping on his. The priests 
knew that, in the game they were playing, the odds 
were With the Protestants, and that at any moment 
there was liable to be a horse on them. 

Protestants, as well as Catholics, are willing to be 
understood as favoring greater liberty than they in- 
tend to concede, and their professed “liberty of 
conscience in the interpretation of scripture" is a 
twin deception to the Oatholic’s “religious tolera- 
tion.” The Reformation, during which so many 
Christians abjured the errors of Rome and em- 
braced those of Protestantism, is thought to hav 
been conducted on & platform whose central plank 
was “freedom of private judgment,” but truth com- 
pels the historian to say that this fair-sounding 
phrase meant only the freedom of the Protestant to 
judge and reject the doctrin of the Catholic church. 
A man might use his reason, too, in deciding 
what certain scriptural passages meant, but he was 
not at liberty to reject any of them as untrue. The 
one thing that both papists and Protestants agreed 
upon was the suppression of unbelief. The Reforma- 
tion gave us an infallible book in the place of an in- 
fallible pope, and the persecution of freedom of 
thought went gaily on. 

And if Catholics and Protestants are deluded in 
the belief that either one church or the other favors 
liberty of thought, the citizens who thinks that his 
right to disbelieve is guaranteed by the civil Consti- 
tution and laws is equally hallucinated. There 
is no such guarantee, though the right to ** worship 
God” according to the dictates of individual con- 
science has been so construed. I hav never seen a 
a law or a constitution that granted the right not to 
worship God at all. The fact is that no civil or 
religious statute acknowledges the existence of the 
Freethinker ; he is de bonis non—goods not admin- 
istered upon—and is at the mercy of religious and 
judicial whims. 


« Our New Humanity," a quarterly publication of |. 


marked ability from Topeka, Kan., is & neoterism 
in magazine literature. It is for woman, but proud 
man may read it with profit and humiliation. To 
the head of a family it is as an agricultural report to 
the farmer, and contains much information about the 
preliminary requisits to & good yield—not necessarily 
a generous yield but & prime one—of children. The 
popular carelessness concerning this matter of cul- 
tivating the race is confessedly great. The ques- 
tion of demand is ignored, and no attention is paid 
to seasons, to the adaptability of soil to product, 
nor to the manner and quality of the seeding. The 
little human weeds that spring up in the household 
nursery patch are a volunteer crop. The contribu- 
tors to “Our New Humanity” think that more sys- 
tem might be introduced into this branch of in- 
dustry. In view of the conspicuous scientific tone 
of the magazine, it is difficult to account for the 
generous recognition accorded by the editor to the 
sentiment of love between persons differentiated as 
to sex; for love is a totally unscientific and perpetu- 
ally disturbing element in the human economy. The 
tilling of the stirp under the influence of this aberra- 
tion of the intellects would find its parallel in agri- 
culture if the husbandman were to plow with a 
cannon and plant with a shotgun. “Our New Hu- 
manity " contemplates marriage as a habit in which 
it is undesirable to be confirmed. 

Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., contributes to the magazine 
an instruetiv article on “ Paternal Impressions.” 
It is a matter productiv of more or less curious in- 
quiry why the bachelor president of the Liberal 
Club has never put himself in a way to make inde- 
pendent observations in this interesting branch of 


biology. 


The Iowa State Bystander is a weekly newspa- 
per published by Negroes at Des Moines, and it is 
full of unvarnished good sense, especially on the 
religious question. The editor rebukes the colored 
people of the city because only fifteen of them 
went to hear Ingersoll lecture, while three hundred 
attended a minstrel show. “Hon. Robert G. In- 
gersoll,” he reminds them, “ never delivered a lect- 

. ure without saying something in opposition to op- 
pression of all kinds. Ingersoll took Negro lectur- 
ers to his own home and made them welcome, 
while -ministers of the gospel refused to hav any- 


too lazy to work.” 


thing to do with them."  Yielding space for a little 
* plain talk” on religion, the Bystander advises the 
poor washerwoman who has made a dollar at the 
tub to sink the coin in her own pocket rather than 
giv it to a presiding elder, who is a **uselers and 
expensiv luxury." Itinerant preachers are con- 
demned, because their tramping about givs them 
opportunities to lead women astray, as the white 
preachers do. Finally, the Negroes, says the editor, 
giving a parting caress to preachers generally, 
“support too many rascals who are ignorant and 
If the colored brother will con- 
fer with his white neighbors they may inform him 
in a burst of confidence that they are in the same fix. 

To Mr. C. Dutton, Grand Mound, Ia.: The Sledge- 
hammer is at hand. Your proposition that the 
government issue money as it needs it to pay run- 
ning expenses—presumably to be received back in 
taxes and canceled—is open to the objection that 
it is based on common sense, and therefore is fated 
to be unpopular. Giv the public some scheme that 
is wilder than any in vogue, and the world will 
extend the glad hand; but introduce for general 
acceptance a plan that is feasible on its face, and 
you shall become acquainted with the marble heart. 
Let us get from off our knees before the throne at 
Washington, and do a little private rustling. I 
would call your attention to the Labor Exchange. 
which is endeavoring to work out the financial 
problem without the aid of the government. Most 
of our money transactions are with our neighbors, 
and it is a great deal easier to make some arrange- 
ment with them for the medium of exchange than it 
is to revolutionize the government. "Voting on na- 
tional questions is as futil as praying to God; and 
an individual or group of individuals providing 
themselvs with the necessary medium are more 
practical than the mere voter to the extent that the 
worker is more likely to get what he wants than the 
man is who only prays. Our government finances 
are going to seed, as you can see, and it is time that 
something else was sprouting. The Labor Ex- 
change is a promising germ. 


In an article on the deceased Professor Huxley, 
the animate Professor Michael Foster writes as fol- 
lows in Nature: * Future visitors to the burial- 
place on the northern hights of London, seeing on 
his tombstone the lines— 

* And if there be no meeting past the grave, 
If all is darkness, silence, yet 'tis rest. 
Be not afraid, ye waiting hearts that weep, 
For God ‘‘still giveth his beloved sleep," 
And 1f an endless sleep he wills—so best ’— 
will recognize that tbe Agnostic man of science had 
much in common with the man of faith." Ap- 
parently that is true, Future visitors to Huxley's 
grave, reading the Theistic inscription upon his 
tombstone, will observe that he shared the common 
lot in having & family of such unscrupulous piety that 
they could not even leave him to the eloquent si- 
lence of death, but must make him seem to voice 
sentiments that he never held while living. Some 
men of faith doubtless hav wives who do not re- 
spect their opinions—and in this regard Professor 
Huxley “ had much in common " with that class. 
Gro. E. Maoponaxp. 


The Attack Renewed. 

From the Christian Reformer. 
Since the discussion of the blasphemous character of 
Tur TavurH SaExer in these columns that paper has been 


excluded from the mails in Canada. The Elitor and 


manager of luz Trurg SEEKER wrote to the post-offise 
department in reference to the matter, and in his reply 
the secretary said: *"The postmaster-general cannot quote 
the date of the issue of Tae TRUTH SEEKER to which 
his attention was called, nor specify the particular article, 
or articles, which, at the time, ssemed to him more espe. 
cially open to the charge of scurrility or blasphemy. He 
had no hesitation, however, in deciding—and his opinion 
was supported by that of the minister of justice—that, on 
account «f the character of its contents, the paper was 
one which, under the law, ought to be excluded from the 
mails of this country." : 
This probibition is being used by the paper to advertise 
itself. It prints the badge of its shame on the first page 
above the heading, in bold type, ‘‘Prohibited in Canada.” 
The post-office authorities of that country hav set a good 
example to our own postmaster-general. But this action 
does not reach far enough. The paper is no doubt being 
sent into Canada, and there may be a larger number of 
copies distributed by other agencies than ever went 
through the mails. And it is probable that the exclusion 
of the paper from our own mails would increase the de- 
mand for it among a certain class of readers. Curiosity 
to see the prohibited sheet would lead many to purchase 
it. All in all the publishers would no doubt regard ex- 


| clusion from the mails as a most acceptable gratuitous 


advertisment. And they would be content to seek other 
means of distribution if only the demand for the paper 
were largely increased, . . 

The only radical eure for the evil is the suppression of 
the publication on the ground of its blasphemy and its 
irjuryto the publie welfare. The fact of its blasphemous 
character is beyond all question. Its weekly sim is to 
cast reproach upon Christ and his religion. The only 


wonder is that any responsible officer of our government 


who may see a copy of the paver with its profane ridicule 
of the Lord Jesus Christ does not immediately take steps 
to stop its pnblieation. And once more we call upon the 
authorities in New York city to deliver themselvs and 
the city and state and nation from this burninz disgrace. 

Where does the guilt of the blasphemy of this publica- 
tion rest? Primarilv, of course, on the publishers. 
They send it out week by week on its errand of reviling 
God and his word, and ridiculing the savior, and thus 
corrupting the morals of the community. But the civil 
authorities are placed in office for the purpose, among 
other things, of protecting the people from all such in- 
juries, And if they permit the continued commission of 
the criminal and injurious acts, the guilt of the said 
crimes and injuries.passes over also to them. And if, in 
their sovereign place back of the officers of the govern- 
ment, the people permit such dereliction of official dutv, 
the guilt of the blasphemv rests finally upon them. As 
the real sovereign under God the people are bound to lay 
down in fundamental law such rnles of conduot for the 
£overnment as will keep it in harmony with the divine 
law. And if from the want of necessary constitutional 
provisions, or from the failure to demand the faithful 
execution of them and of statutes resting on them when 
they are enacted, the crime of blasphemy goes un- 
checked, the sovereigu people are in the last analysis 
responsible for it. Thev are the depositories of the 
rightful authority of civil government. If they do not 
use that authority faithfully for the ends for which it 
is given they are responsible to God himself, and he will 
hold the sovereign people to a strict account. The indi- 
vidual blasphemers may escape punishment from the 
government, but the unfaithful people will not escape 
the penal jndements of him who proclaimed amidst the 
thunders of Sinai the law which reads: ‘‘Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain. 


From the Cnristtan Statesman. 


Our charge against Tue Trora Seexer of New York 
has stirred up the wrath of thatj^urnal. It denies the 
charge, as a matter of course ; and affirms besides that 
there can be no such crime as blasphemy where church 
and state are not united. We do not think it necessary to 
reprint the citations already made from Judge Cooley’s 
authoritativ work on ** Constitutional Limitations,” nor 
to giv once more the references to other recognized au- 
thorities in American law. such as Bouvier, Barrill, 
Bishop, Wharton, Chief Justice Shaw of Massachusetts, 
and Justice Story. of the United States Supreme Court. 
Those and other hich authorities, too numerous to men- 
tion, define blasphemy as an offense under our laws. This 
decision has been given over and Over again in our courts 
which recognize no union of church aud state as existing 
among us. This first essential point is simply beyond 
controversy. 

The second point iseqnally clear. THe TRUTH SEEKER 
is a blaspbemous publication. It could not be more so- ` 
eurately described than it is in the standard definitions of 
blasphemy. For example, Justice Story, in the cele- 
brated Girard will case, said that the divine origin and 
truth of Christianity are admitted in our law, ‘‘and there- 
fore it is not to ba. maliciously and openly reviled and 
blasphemed against to the annoyance of believers or the 
injury of the pub'ic." Judge Cooley defines blasphemy 
an **contumelious reproaches and profane ridicule of 
Christ ;” and again. as ** purposelv using words concern- 
ing the Supreme Being caloulated and designed to im- 
pair and destroy the reverence, respect, and confidence 
due to him as the intelligent Oreator, Governor, and 
Judge of the world.” 

Every issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER comes under all these 
definitions, Its aim is to scatter abroad contumelious 
reproaches and profane ridicule of Christ. In the most 
shocking pictures, with texts ^f Scripture underneath 
them, it heaps ridicule and contumely ou the Savior. It 
maliciously and onenly reviles and blasphemes against 
Christianity and its divine author to the a *novance of 
believers and the injurv of the publico. It purposely uses 
both pietures and words **to imoair and destroy the rev- 
erence, respect. and confidence due to God a: the Creator, 
Governor, and Jadge of the world.” Any ordinary jary 
in any of our courts with the legal Aefiuition of blasphemy 
and sample copies of Taz Teura Serxer taken at ran- 
dom from its issues for months and years before them 
would pronounce its publishers guilty of blasphemy, 

Since our arraignment of this sheet for blasphemy 
about a month ago it has been exsluded from the mails of 
Canada, The character of the sheet was brought to the 
attention of the Canadian postmaster-general, A. P. 
Caron, E q., and the secretary writes in reply to an in- 
quiry from a subscriber who nc longer received his paper: 
** He [the postmaster-general] had no hesitation in de- 
ciding—and his opinion was supported by that of the minis- 
ter of justice—that on account of the character of its con- 
tents, he paper was one which. under the law, ought to be 
excluded from the mails of this country." In the same 
connection it is said that the paper is ‘‘ open to the charge 
of scurrility and blasphemy.” THE TRuTE ÑEEKER seems 
to glory in its shame, and parades on its firat page in 
large type above the title, the words, ‘‘ Prohibited in 
Canada.” It says, however, that it ‘‘still reaches its 
friends in Canada, and will continue to reach them until 
there is some other turn of the machine.” We hope the 
Canadian government will prove equal to this new emer- 

enoy. 

sl And now we again giv the trumpet no uncertain sound, 
and call upon our authorities to do what the post-office . 
authorities of Canada hav most righteously done. 'f'he 
guilt of the awful blasphemy of this paper will be shared 
by the United States government, if, after attention is 
called to the character of its weekly contents, the admin- 
istrators of our post-office continue to distribute it 
throughout the land. - 

This is the present urgent duty of our national govern- 
ment. And this can be done without any delay. Butthe 
civil authorities of New York city hav a farther duty 
resting upon them. And that is the prohibition of the 
publication of the paper which week by week deiiantly 
tramples under foot the law of the commonwealth. Here, 
again, the principle holds good that when the executors 
of the law tolerate crimes which the law was intended to 
prohibit they become guilty of the crimes themselvs. 
The only way for the officers of government to clear their 
akirts is to suppress the blasphemous sheet, 
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betters of Friends. 


Don’t Show These Orders to Mr. Caron. 
Dansury, Conn , Oct. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send Tax Tacriz 

SEEKER and the * Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Inclosed find $3. Frank Rav. 


of Freethinkers and Liberals in compel- 
ling them to pay for the support of 
churches, by the exemption of church 
property from taxation; teaching religion 
in school-houses that all are compelled to 
support, also restricting the rights of Lib- 
erals to Sunday recreation and amusement, 
All to enable priests and preachers to do 
more work and earn more shekels on their 
business day. 

It seems to me that constant agitation 
and work must eventually bring redress 
and justice, SAMUEL RHODES, 


liefs orested by the action of the brain in 
man without forethought and reason. 
Although my subscription to Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER has not expired, I desire to renew 
it for another year. Inclosed find $5 50 
for Taz Trora Szexer with premium 
(‘Pictorial Text-Book") and the pam- 
phlets named. R. Lueprs. 


A Rhode Island Well-Wisher. 

Woonscoxet, R. I., Oct. 4. 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I beg you many pardons 
for not remitting before. I hav no excuse 
to offer except it is that I did not hav the 
dust to send. I appreciate your kindness 
in sending me the best of all papers just 
the same; would not hav found any fault if 
you had stopped my paper when the sub- 
scription expired, but should hav missed it 
very much. I hope I may be able to take 
and pay for it as long as I liv. Please 
find inclosed $3. I would like to be able 
to send you a thousand times as much to 
carry on the battle against the would-be 
destroyers of our liberty, but as I cannot 
I will hope that you will come off more 

than victorious. Wm. SLATER Movry. 


Is Better Satisfied than Caron. 

UNDERWOOD, MINN., Oct. 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1 to apply 
on subscription. We farmers are hard up 
at present; and please accept my thanks 
for carrying me as far as you did—it is not 
the first time, and I don’t suppose it will 
be the last. I hav taken your paper for 
about ten years, and hope to stay with you 
8 good many years more. It is the only 
Freethought paper I take. There are 
other good papers in that line, but there 
is only one E. M. Macdonald. G. M's 
Observations are very interesting reading, 
too, and Heston’s pictures are very handy 
for people who can’t read; with a little ex- 
planation they will open the eyes of old 

people who hav never seen before. 
Yours truly, Krist WILSON. 


day closing is just one phase of the fight, 
and if I am not mistaken there’s hot work 
ahead. Frank D. Brus. 


Wants to Help Most Effectivly. 

Cnui1caao, ILL., Oct. 4, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose you $1.50 for THE 
Trura BSzgzEzxER. I hav often proposed to 
myself that I would pay what I had used 
up of my subsoeription and stop my paper. 
ButI could not see how that would help 
you. I want to keep it as long as I can, 
and when I cannot afford to take it any 

longer I shall be very sorry, indeed. 

Will send you the balance in a few days. 

Very iruly yours, Jno. HUDSON. 


That is What We are Here For. 

GREEN Cove Sp’as., FLA., Sept. 26, 1985. 

Mr. Eprror: Just arrived here, having 
been away 8 long time, and find my TRUTH 
SEEKER comes regularly, though I am 
sadly in arrears. I inclose you $3, which 
will bring it up to Nov. 1, 1895, and will 
remit you later for subscription in ad- 
vance. I hav looked over a few of the late 
papers and find you are yet hammering 
away at and trying to enlighten the 
“Christians.” Keep up the good work 
and believe me, I remain, 

Very truly yours, Jonn M. Howarp. 


From the Land of the Theocrats. 


Lrrrng Coonrgr, Pa., Oct., 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, which 
please credit on my subscription. I ex- 
peot to read Tue Trora SEEKER while I 
liv. if the theocrats do not succeed in sup- 
pressing it. It is worthy of every man’s 
support. That there is a person in America 
who considers its pages **indecent," **sour- 
rilous," or ''blasphemous," passeth my 
comprehension. But any adverse com- 
ment upon, the sacred myths of the past 
has always been thus looked upon by the 

pious pilots to the skies. 
Yours truiy, F. M. Monrox. 


Newnan, Ga., Oct. 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $4, for 
which send me Tse TRUTH SEEKER, the 
** Pictorial Text-Book,” and the pamphlets 
named herein. Cuas. M. SPEER. 


Cuark, S. D., Oct. 2, 295. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, for which 
send your ‘Pictorial Text-Book,” and 
Tgr Troura SEEKER for one year to this 
new subscriber. O. M. Baxer. 


Let Yonr “Think Fixtures? Work. 
Santa Ana, Cat., Oot. 1, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed $8.50, Please 
extend my subscription one year, and 
send **Old Testament Stories,” as per ad- 
vertisment. I am sorry I could not come 
to the front with my renewal socner, and 
I thank you for sending the paper regu- 
larly, just as you did before my subsorip- 
tion expired. 

The Rev. J. H. Allen proves by as- 
tronomy and God that the earth is just 
5,066 years old, and Prof. J. L. Wortman 
proves by geology and Adam that man ex- 
isted on this earth at least 1,500,000 years 
ago. The reverend gentleman and God 
diffar with the professor and Adam 1,494,- 
884 years. Now the question arises: 
Which party produces the most credible 
evidence? Are both theories correct with 
that string of seven figures between them? 
I would answer both questions in the 
words of ovr Colonel: ‘‘He that hath 
brains to think, let him think.” 

The only thing necessary to make any 
mau, woman, or child see the utter ab- 
surdity and inconsistency of the clergy 
and their book, is to take off the fetters 
from their brains and giv their ** think fix- 
tures” a chance to work. 

I am sincerely yours for ‘‘ truth.” 
A, A, STEWART. 


Port GAMBLE, Wasu , Oct. 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me as per your 
offer, Taz TRUTH SEEKER for one year, 
and ** Pictorial Text. Book,” also ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” for which please find inclosed 
$3.95. Yours truly, C. P. J. JENSEN. 


Barwon, Mass., Oot. 9. 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: You will remember that I 
pledged m yself to get a subsoriber or pay 
the price of a year’s subscription extra 
So please find $3 within, for which send 
Tse Trora Serger and ‘ Pictoris 
Text-Book" to Mrs Hattie Lothrop. I 
feel very glad to get a subscriber. There 
are Freethinkers enough in this town to 
subscribe for a hundred copies, yet there 
are none that I can get to subscribe, but I 

will never giv up trying till T die. 
B. F. ROBBINS. 


GARFILD, N. J.. Ort. 7, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 to pay for 
subscription to THe Trura SFEKER for 
one year, and a orpy of the ‘‘ Freetbink- 
er’s Pictoris] Text-Book." May be it will 
interest you to know thst I hav formed a 
sort of ‘‘Freethinker’s Society,” and am 
averaging a new convert daily. Hav also 
set a great wany Christians (who did not 
know why they were Christians) to think- 
ing very seriously. None of them can 
even begin to answer the Freethioker’s 
argument. You will find twenty-five cents 
in stamps to pay for five copies of ‘*The 
Bible God Dieproved by Nature.” 
H. Ravourrre Wzrrs, Pn. G. 


They are Already United. 
HAVERHILL, Mass., Sept. 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I write you from Massa- 
ebusetts, the state in which the “‘ cradle of 
Liberty" is supposed to rock, to inform 
you that Massachusetts liberty is like the 
** Flying Dutchman,” a myth—a delusion 
of the first water. 

The American Protectiv Association was 
organized principally to keep church and 
state separate, but at present the order is 
controled by religious cranks of the ** be- 
lieve or be damned" stripe. It isa great 
school, and I believe will work out all 
right in time. 

Liberals and truth seekers are numer- 
ous enough, but are not aggressiv enough 
for their own protection. A little persecu- 
tion, which they sre sure to hav in the 
near future, will do them good. If In- 
gersoll and other Freethought advocates 
would fix up a plan for a social organiza- 
tion similar to the church, and for educa- 
tion in and protection of their rights, it 
would be a great boon to the oppressed for 
conscience’ sake, and would, Y believe, 
maintain the rights of a free people. 

Church and state must be separated, 
not ‘‘ kept separate,” as it is termed now, 
for they are already united and viciously 
at work. But the days of church oppres- 
sion and religious persecution are num- 
bered. If they carry things too far they 
will find two can play at the same game, 
and it needs no prophet to foretell the out- 
come. Religion of to-day puts one in 
mind of a late snow in the spring, around 
under the walls and fences, while the 
great flelds, where the sun shines, are 
being plowed and planted with good seed. 

Yours for liberty, E. E. DzwERITT. 


A Common Misapprehension of ‘ Infi- 
delity.*? 
CuroaGo, ILL., Ost. 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 to pay on 
subscription to TuE TRUTH Sexes for one 
year. I find it most difficult to make the 
acquaintance of the right sort of '' Lib- 
erals.” A number of addresses hav been 
given me as those of Infidels, but they are 
found usually to be a mild kind of Ghris- 
tian, or of a misguided class of Infidels 
who send their children to Christian Sun- 
day-schools, and do not wish to be exposed 
in their deceit, even to their children. 

I am now directing my work among the 
colored citizens of this city, and, singu. 
larly enough, it promises better results. 
It is rare, indeed, to find a doubting 
Thomas among those people, but he is 
generally a radical when one is found. 

Yours truly, E. G. TAYLOR. 


God-Crazy People Always Dangerons. 

Canat Dover, O., Oot. 7, 1895. 
Mr. Éprron: Inclosed find 912. You 
will giv me credit for $6 for two years for 
Tue Truta SEEKER, and giv Mr. S. P. 
Putnam the other $6 to be applied to ex- 
penses of the Freethinkers’ Convention. 
I hope the superstition of Canada will not 
succeed in barring your paper from that 
priest-ridden country, but this attempt is 
only a repetition of history. God-crazy 
people are liable to do anything, because 
their brains are subservient to their hearts; 
Jehovah says the heart is very wicked, and 
I believe this holds good in the Christians 

especially. Wishing you success, 
Yours, S, Toomey. 


Canadian Government Disgraced. 

NavaaTUCE, Conn , Oot. 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find five cents, 
for which please send me sample copy of 
TBE Truta SEEKER. I am going to 
subscribe, and I want to find how munch 
the price is. Isee by the New York Sun 
that your paper is excluded from the mails 
in Canada. It isa disgrace to the govern- 

ment. CLARENCE CuRRIER. 


More Subjects for Heston. 

FonrsT Grove, OR., Sept. 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrozn: Inclosed find postal-order 
to pay up my TRUTH SEEKER to January. 
Of course you hav heard of our great loss, 
the death of Katie Kehm Smith. : She was 
the life of the Liberal cause in Oregon. 
We keep the Freethought library open, 
and will, probably, also run the Sunday. 
school this winter. At. the present all the 
ungodly are off picking hops. We are 
glad that Our Put. has landed, and not 
been swallowed by a whale. Tell Heston 
he has not illustrated the threshing ma- 
chine spoken of in Isaiah xli, 15, 16. Also 
Jesus being hung on a tree (Acts v, 30; 

x, 39; Galatians xi, 3-18; 1 Peter ii, 24). 

Yours truly, M. R. CHENEY. 


An Awkward Question in a Daily, 
AnNARBEIM, CAL., Oct. 2, 1895. 

M, Eprron: In tbe Los Angeles Herald 
of Septemper 15th, is asked the question, 
** What is God?" This paper is a daily and 
weekly and has a very large circulation. 
Iam a subscriber and can say I never be- 
fore found so direct a question in it re- 
garding God. I was surprised to see the 
answers as given by most of the Los An-- 
geles reverends. I firmly believe the ques- 
tioner is not satisfied with their opinion. 
I would like to see your angwer published 
in ** Letters of Friends," not only on the 
subject, “ What is God,” but also where is 
heaven? What is the devil? Where are 
hell, soul, spirit, ghost, and goblins? (The 
answer to these questions is very short. 
These things exist only in the imaginations 
of believers in them.—Ep. T. 8.] My 
Own answer is that sll are superstitioug be- 


Many of Those Big Collections This 
Year. 
Waco, Tex , Oct. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed I hand you $1 
for eight copies of the ''Age of Resa- 
son” for distribution to Christians, with 
the hope that it may be the means of 
setting them to thinking and eventually 
get them ‘‘converted.” 

I hav just read your item in this number 
of TuE Truru SEEKER in regard to the 
camp-meeting in Maine and the giving of 
jewelry, etc. The same thing happened 
at the Holiness camp-meeting in August. 
The extremists gave their jewelry, eto., 
amid tears and shouting, and a good time 
generally. Some one aptly remarked that 
the collection would hav made a very good 
Commencement for s ** pawnshop.” 

With best wishes for yourself and Tux 
Trora SEEKER, I am, yours truly, 

Winn A, King. 


The West Extends Its Arms. 


Levon, Uran, Oct. 3, 1895. 
Mr. Eprrog: Herewith find $5 to renew 
my subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 
two years, There is a great opportunity 
here in the West for Freethought if some 
of our leading Liberals would giv us a call. 
To Ingersoll would be tendered an ova- 
tion such as a candidate for the presidency 
could not command, even from members 

of his own party. Yours for progress, 
Gro. Larson. 


Every Little Helps. 


New Haven, O., Oct. 10, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me pamphlet: 
“Woman: Four Centuries of Progress,” 
by Susan H. Wixon. I want to pass it 
around to the women here. I wish I had 
more means to spend for reading matter. 
Iam trying to do all I can for the spread 
of Freethought here; I giv away all the 
books and papers that I get to any who 

will read them. 
Yours in truth and liberty, 
Tuos. S. CHABITY. 


Nota H liday Parade. 
TreRRE Havre, IND., Oct. 9, 1895. 
Ms. Evrros: I inclose you herewith $2, 
which pays up back subscription, Hope 
you ean knock out those infernal Cana- 
dian bigots. Of course it’s blasphemy to 
them; anything is if contrary to their re- 
ligious prejudices, but, then, we hav to 
fight such‘ bigotry everywhere. The Sun- 


An Answer to Dr. McAllister & Co. 

Suntan, Wasn., Oot. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: We assure you that we fully 
understand the situation of Tau TRUTH 
SEEKER in Canada, also what certain Chris- 
tian papers in the United States hav pube 
lished regarding your very able and noble 
eff rt in behalf of religious freedom and 
full liberty for all mankind. We know 
you must hav money to carry on the pub- 
lication of Tun TRUTH SEEKER, and we 
hav really suffered in our mind for the 
reason that we could not spare the money 
to pay our subscription. The editorials in 
any number of your paper are worth a 
year's subscription, while it would be very 
hard to set a price on those splendid and 


He Approves Anti-The: cratic Work. 
Cocoanut Grove, Fia., Oct. 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: While sending you $4.50 
for a year’s subscription to Tur TauTH 
SEEKER and ‘‘Cosmian Hymn-Book,” I 
would also send the assurance of my gen- 
uin appreciation of the good and effectual 
work being done by the paper. The pict- 
ures speak plainer than words and are, I 
believe, more effectual often in causing 
people to think. 
I like your constant method of keeping 
strictly to business and fighting the en- 
croachment of unjust laws on the rights 
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instructiv letters of Mr. Samucl P. Put- 
nam. ''News and Notes" will be read 
more extens'vly in the future aud with 
deeper interest than they are at tho pres- 
ent time. Who can set a price on **Obser- 
vations?" "Wherever the blow is aimed, it 
falls on priest or church with telling eff sot. 
Without a doubt Tax Truru SEEKER is 
the most iustructiv paper of this age, and 
it is for this reason that it is being perse- 
cuted by the followers of the mythical 
God-Christ. My family and myself hay 
held fast to $3, and were intending to 
send the same to Tux Truta SEEKER. We 
hav a fine property here, yet we found it 
impossible, during the last two years, to 
sell anything for cash. The times now 
hav a more cheerful appearance, and we 
expect to soon do more for your paper 
than we hav yet done. My family are all 
girls—seven of them, two married, and 
five at home. Mrs. Peak, my wife, wants 
me to tell you that if Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
is in any manner perseented, you can de- 
pend upon substantial help from us. You 
will find ineloged $3 to apply on subscrip- 
tion, and will soon send you more. We 
will stand firmly by The Truth Seeker 
Company, and you will please excuse this 
roughly-written letter, while we remain, 
Fraternally yours, R. B. Prax. 


That’s the Way to Talk to Them. 
Lorarn, O., Oat. 6, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: An accident occurred here 
to-day that well illustrated the tender and 
loving mercy of God. At the laying of 
the corner-stone of a Catholic church, a 
platform was built on which the people 
might stand to witness the ceremony. It 
broke down and seventeen people are now 
in the hospital and about seventy injured; 
one little innocent babe killed, and they 
say seven more will die. This is from 
latest reports, and is as near correct as I 
can learn, 88 we all know it is hard 
to learn the truth from eye-witnesses, 
and two. persons seeing the same oconr- 
rence will giv contradictory accounts. 
Had it been a gathering of disbelievers, 
hundreds would hav said it was a just 
punishment on them sent by God for their 
unbelief. About six months ago this same 
church was burned down and the women 
of the house where I roomed, being 
awakened by the fire gong, came and 
called my room-mate and me, telling ns that 
St. Mary’s church was on fire. As soon 
as I learned the cause of the commotion, I 
went back to bed, saying: ‘*That being 
the case, my assistance is not needed, for 
it is God’s house, and if he don’t want it 
to burn he can put out the fire much 
easier than I can;” and later, when they 
wanted me to contribute for rebuilding, I 
said: * Why, if God made the earth in 
six days he can certainly build churches 
much easier than I can, and if he had 
wanted that one he would not hav burned 
it down." This kind of logie could not 
be reasonably answered, so they invari- 
riably ended by saying, ‘‘Ob, you are one 
of those unbelievers!” 

Lorain is a place of some 12,000 popu- 
lation, and has an orthodox mayor. He 
wants to hav all business stopped on Sun- 
day, and just a short time ago a Hebrew 
was arrested and fined $10 and costs for 
selling a thirty-six-cent shirt on Sanday. 
This is outrageous, and I think there will 
be a change in the mayoralty the next 
election. 

We think of having Remsburg here to 
lecture in November, as we learn he will 
be through these parts. It is going to be 
hard to find a hall suitable for the pur- 
pose, and I do not know whether we will 
be successful or not. 

Wishing you well, I am, yours truly, 

Hanna C. WILLIAMS. 


More About **The Labor Exchange.?? 
Bay Crrx, Mron., Oct. 8, 295. 

Mr, Eprron: I notice recently an item 
in Tum TnaurH SEEKER concerning The 
Labor Exchange, and thought perhaps 
your readers would appreciate a short let- 
ter about it. 

Early in 1890 G. B. DeBernardi and 
others presented a petition to the circuit 
court for one of the counties of Missouri, 
asking that a benevolent association called 
The Labor Exchange might be organized, 
and in March the petition was granted and 
the association duly started forth. This 
is the parent body or Oontra! organization, 


the balance of the association consisting of 
“ branches ” established wherever fifteen 
or twenty people can be found who prefer 
Co-operation to competition as a social 
and business system. me: 

One dollar is asked of each member as a 
life membership fee, which is devoted to 
paying certain expenses which cannot be 
paid with the sort of currency provided by 
the association. 


This currency is iesued as follows: A. 


member produces some article, or does 
some work for the branch in its business; 
he brings the article to the branch, or per- 
forms his labor, and the branch issues to 
him a ''eertifioate of deposit" showing 
that he has dep^sited so much labor, or so 
much value in the article, at the going 
market price, for example: One day's work 
at $150, or one pair of shoes at $2. The 
member has an account opened with him, 
and under the obligation and agreement 
entered into when they become members, 
all members will accept such certificate in 
payment for labor or articles, and it is in- 


tended to circulate similarly to money 
among all the members, It may circulate 
outside the membership if accepted but 
such is not the intention, so not conflicting 
Although issued 
only to members, the certificate may be 


with United States laws, 


presented for redemption at the branch 


by anyone, when it is canceled on being 
redeemed by the branch turning over to 
the person presenting it goods which it 
may hav on deposit, or can readily get for 
such person. As it is issued to the mem- 
ber individually, he must indorse it like a 
check besore disposing of it, and it is ne- 


gotiable in the same manner as s check. 
Small change is provided for up to $5, 


which, when it returns to the branch, is not 


eanceled, like the certificates. 


A producer deposits what he has pro- 
duced, and the branch, by its manager, is- 
sues him certificates, thus there is always 
a demand for products at the market 
value, and if one can make anything, he 
can hav circulating medinm, or money. It 


thus encourages the unemployed. Non- 
producers who hav their income in United 


States dollars can ‘‘ produce” in this way: 


By buying for cash goods at wholesale and 
depositing same in the branch, thus get- 


ting reasonable prices for themselvs and 


their fellow-co-operators. 

But the details cannot be gone into in 
this letter. I will be pleased to giv further 
information on the subject, however, or it 
may be had by applying to The Progressiv 
Thought Co., Olathe, Kansas. 

Yours, A. B. Lennox, 


The Successors of the Witch-Hangers. 
Tarz: Rivers, Mass., Oct. 10, 1895. 


Mr. Epor : So it is prohibition in 
Where will it be next ? 
Prohibition possibly in all the New Eng- 
land and Western states? Well, now, that 
would be pretty rambunktious, We would 
lament very much to be deprived of our 
congenial pabulum, especially after having 


Canada, eh ? 


feasted upon so many choice and delight- 
fully blasphemous morsels. 
if it be blasphemous to state our disbelief 
in the holiness of the Christian’s champion 


book, let us then one and all make the 
The 
Society for the Introduction of Impious 
Literature has been doing a great work of 


most of our present opportunities. 


late. It has freely circulated the cleverly 


illustrated Trora SgEkER among those 


worthy families who love their enemies, 
and believe Mary remained a virgin al- 


though she was the mother of Jesus. Holy 


what an all-powerful odor of 
Those 


Moses! 
sanctity was stirred up thereby! 


pictures, bless 'em, went straight to the 


spot with killing effect. Great Jupiter 
and Jove! how those devotees did squirm! 
Their skin was tender, and they excitedly 
exclaimed, with bated breath, Blasphe- 
mous! sacrilege! horribile dictu! They 
wanted to suppress the paper instanter, 
and wipe it out. Finally, they eased up a 
little and described some of the interesting 
remarks occurring in the paper. Their 
indignation was exceeded only by their 
vituperation, which was laughable in the 
extreme. Their feelings must hav been 
terribly lacerated, but, don't cher know, 
** whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,” Tf 
the Pharisees will read TEE Tsuru SEEKER 
through it ought to teach them a lesson or 
two regarding their flimsy Christianity. 
All churches contain a few gullible jays 


Faith | and 


who are sorelv grieved to observe that the 
spirit of the Lord fails to touch the minds 
of the fin-de-siecle youths, The jssuitically 
intellectual pulpit pounder evens up mat- 
ters, however, bv touching them for a 53r 
Or 10er occasionally, Itis all for the Lord 
and the Lord loveth a cheerful giver. We 
must ay up treasures in heaven by filling 
the church ecff2rs, We do not begrudge 
them their paltry gold and silver, for God 
kuows the times are hard and the ministers 
are having a devilish hard time of it check- 
ing the extraordinary increase of skepti- 
eism, dishelief, and Higher Criticism that 
is sweeping over the land. Nothing is 
good or bad but thinking makes it so. 
Cotton Mather, D.D., a very learned man, 
familiar with fourteen languazes, took for 
his text, ‘‘ Thou shalt not suff:r a witch to 
liv." And now, dear young ladies, will 
you believe it possible? A few days after- 
wards the grim Pilgrims with Cotton's 
sermon ringing in their ears ran across a 
witch. She was a poor lonely widow, 
about three-score-and-ten, living in the 
wilderness, Forthwith they yanked her 
out of her humble cabin and away they 
went with another victim for the jugger- 
naut. By ministerial discourtesy she was 
termed an old hag and, being possessed 
by old Satan, was also a she-devil. The 
judges who condemned her to be strung 
up by the neck were no hoodlums or 
Mohawk Indians, but we despise them just 
as mnoh as though they had been. 

Salem witchcraft and Salem priestcraft 
showed the marvelous gullibility of the 
Lord's chosen children st that period. 
We are somewhat advanced since those 
bewitching events happened. Are we to 
attribute our advance and our progress to 
Christianity or to Freethoaght? It does 
seem as though the credit were more due 
to the latter than to the former all through 
history, as we interpret it. : We trust 
that Tux Trora SzexKer artist will depict 
some of the early methods of propagating 
theology. The early methods were mus- 
cular; the present are taffy and marsh- 
mallow, figurativly speaking, and all ow- 
ing to their decline in power and influence. 
A picture showing John Huss and Bruno 
being hustled off by fire, or some scene 
of Saint Bartholomew's massacre, ought 
to make an impressiv picture. A redskin 
massacre ain't in it with a venomous white- 
skin’s massacre. While these historical 
pictures might be somewhat harrowing to 
our Christian fraternity, never mind, let 
ns jibe them with shafts of wit and ridicule, 
and see if they love their enemies. 

Lorn Harry CHESTERFIELD. 


A Prescription for Covenanters. 


Henpricxson, Mo., Oct. 8, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: Thirty years ago there was 
not an outspoken Liberal among my ac- 
quaintances in Southeast Missouri Being 
at that time, and ali the time since, en- 
gaged in the practice of physic, my ac- 
quaintance was and is extensiv, over an 
area Of some five counties. Outside of a 
half dozen law libraries and my own, con- 
sisting of some three hundred or four hun- 
dred volumes, there was not a single 
library in the whole area above referred to. 
Enter whatever house you might and, aa a 
rule, you found a Bible, a song-book, and 
an almanac. Under extraordinary circum- 
stances you found the ‘‘ Life of Christ" 
and Fox's *‘ Book of Martyrs," and this 
ended it. .Among this people you found 
the most intense religious feeling. In fact, 
it was but very little short of insanity. 
Camp-meetings, and other ‘‘ distracted” 
religious gatherings, were held and pro- 
tracted for weeks, and the nights were 
made hideous by the yells and groans of 
the poor, ignorant men, women, snd chil- 
dren Hell was uncapped, and the souls 
of the damned, writhing and rolling in the 
lurid flames of boiling sulphur, were made 
visible to the distorted vision of these poor 
deluded mortals. And they were in dead 
earnest. They were totally ignorant of 
letters; in fact, the great mass of them 
could neither read nor write. Their 
preachers were but little better informed, 


yet they were possessed of a large measure |. 


of boldness, hypocrisy, and duplicity. 
The long-eared animal upon which Balaam 
rode had not & more powerful voice, even 
admitting that he had more brain, than 
many of these chosen mouth-pieces of the 


Lord. Every word in the Bible was writ- ` 
ten by the finger of God, The Bible did 


not only contain a revelation from God, 
but it was & revelation of God. If any- 
thing was fonnd iu the Bible, it was true— 
ornbatum est, notwithstanding ita absurd- 
ities. These poor ignorant mortals did not 
know that books had been voted out of 
the sacred canon, and that, in after years, 
thev had been voted in again; that verses 
and chapters of that holy book had been 
changed, curtailed, and lengthened to suit 
the occasion—onnia ad dei gloriam, 
These deladed mortals did not know that 
**the Naw Testament of our Lord and 
savior Jesus Christ” was not written until 
more than two centuries after the death of 
Jesus, or until two centuries after he is 
said to hav died, because it cannot be 
proven that he ever lived or died. Hoe was 
filius nullius in Jaw, and fraus pia in 
fact, A 

Yet with all this an these, I see in a re- 
cent copy of Tumu Terura Sener that 
some fanatics, with more piety than patri- 
otism, with more bigotry than tolerance, 
with more superstition than reason, with 
more falsehood than truth, desire and 
urge the governmenttolay its heavy hand 
upon that noble, truthful, logical, and able 
sheet, and crush the life out of it. Why? 
Can't you answer it, Mr. Fanatic? Can't 
your God defend his holy cause? Hav 
we invoked the government to stop you 
from uttering and circalatine a lot of slush 
‘which is and has been fillinz our insane 
asylums with your disciples? There is 
not an Infidel in this country but would 
shoulder the musket to defend your rights 
under the Constitution of this nation. 
They would shoulder them as q 1iskly to de- 
tend their own rights—and don't you for- 
getit. Itis to be rezretted that fanati- 
eism and intolerance force men to claim 
rights and privileges they cannot accord to 
others. Sach men as these above referred 
to seem totally unable to see that their 
course is calculated to destroy all religions 
liberty, and bring swift destruction upon 
themselvs. If their aim is to destroy this 
‘government, I want to whisper to them 
that that little game was attempted some 
thirty years azo, and failed. Better not 
iry it again. One important article in our 
ereed is: Grant to every man the rights 
and privileges you claim for yourself. 
This is founded upon the Golden Rule, 
which was hoary with age before Jesus 
was born, or the Christian religion thonght 
of. Hoping Taz Trura Seeker may con- 
tinue to liv, grow, and spread until the 
last vestige of superstition, bigotry, and 
intolerance shall be swept from among 
men, I hav the honer to be your friend, 

H. C. Davipson. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1896, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States, 


Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? : 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, aud & Statemeut 
of Facts, giving, from the Oeusus of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Ohurch Proper- 
ty in the United States andin ths several States 
and l'erritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 

eading D nominations and Denominations. 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
somparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the iacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, w. 
not besuperseded until the cen:us of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably sbout eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
nd will hav the dew of morning ov them so fon 
as the injustiss of church exemption is suffere 
:0 axist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
Li rk is Pubsished specially for distribution by 


shose who favor Justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


l'en copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies un . " - 4h50 
ue hundred Copies - = A 8.00 
Largor quantities at D ru Yates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. Now York. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS, 


Being the story of bis mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price. paper, 25 cents: sioth, 75 cents. 
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Independent Editors Discuss Caron. 
A Cordial Hop» Expressed. 
From the Canton, S. D., Daily Advocate. 

The Truth Seeker, a journal of Freethought, 
published at New York, has been denied the priv- 
ilege of the mails in Canada, and the publisher is 
warming to his chosen theme in good shape. When 
a country becomes so bigoted that a publication of 
that character is denied the privileges accorded re- 
ligious papers, it is high time for the people to 
pause and think. This is not the age of suppression, 
but the age of broad, free thought, not only in re- 
ligious lines but others as well. The Truth Seeker is 
not, perhaps, a paper which everyone would care to 
read, but it contains nothing which is obscene in 
any sense of the word. The Advocate hopes to see 
The Truth Seeker win in its fight against the ty- 
rannical postmaster general of Oanada. 


Sonnd on tke Main Issue. 
From the Hope Valley, R I., Advertiser. 
The Truth Seeker, a “journal of Freethought 
and reform,” has been denied the privilege of the 
mails by the postal authorities of Canada. Its pub- 
lisher appeals to the editors throughout the United 
States for vindication, and sends a copy of The 
Truth Seeker as an example of its belief and its 
teachings. The copy before us contains a picture 
of what the publisher evidently intends to be his 
idea of a Christian. In one hand is a murderer’s 
knife, in the other an incendiary’s brand, while on 
his back is & bundle containing vices and crimes, 
and he is restrained from destroying humanity 
only by superstition and cowardice. It does not 
. Reed to say that The Truth Seeker is badly in need 
of the truth. It is hardly worth while to point out 
its l.bels on the character of Onristians. The day 
‘has gone by when the church should endeavor to 
defeat the aims of such publications, for the en- 
lightened people of this day and generation do not 
need to hav it pointed out that the man who calls 
himself a seeker after truth and proves it by mis- 
representing his neighbor is hardly to be accepted 
as a safe guide. So far as permitting The Truth 
Seeker to use the mails is concerned, we are not in 
favor of censorsuip on the part of the government. 
[We are afraid that the Advertiser’s editor is a 
careless reader. Under the cartoon which he criti- 
cises (Oct. 5th) is the line ** Condemned by their 
own declarations — what keeps some Ohri-tians 
from committing crime.” This alone should hav 
shown him that the picture was intended to show, 
not our “idea of a Ohristian,” but certain Ohris- 
tians’ idea of themselvs. Turning to the editorial 
pages our critic would hav found, under the head 
of “The Oartoon,” an explanation thereof. begin- 
nirg with this sentence: “The Obristian often de- 
clares to the Freethinker: ‘If I believed as you do, 
I would lie, rob, murder, or commit any other 
crime.’” The cartoon was meant to show this sort 
of Ohristians just how they appear to others. 
There are many of them, as every Freethirker who 
has engaged in argument with Ohristians can bear 
witness. | 


The Jewish Press on the Outrage. 
From tte Chicago Occident. 

It seems that our Oanadian neighbors are in dead 
earnest in prohibiting any and all publications 
which may not be in sirict conformance with the 
notions of that dominion. Thus quite a lively cor- 
respondence has been exchanged between the pub- 
lishers of The Truth Seeker of New York and the 
postmaster-general of Canada in reference to The 
Truth Seeker's exclusion from the Canadian mails. 
We hav always inclined to the belief that English 
&uthorities were liberal in disseminating literature. 
The sweeping allegations of the Canadian post- 
master-general are too vague and smack altogether 
too much of medieval censorship. M. Caron 
is either a full-fledged Jesuit or a rampant papist. 
His attempt to suppress the organ of Freethought 
will. only enhance its circulation & hundredfold in 
all the British possessions. 


i From the American Israetite. 

Tke Truth Seeker of New York city, which styles 
-teelf “A Journal of Freethought and Reform,” has 
been prohibited from circulating through the mails 
in Oanada by Postmaster-General A. P. Caron at 
Ottawa. The law forbids the carrying in the mail 
of any publication that is scurrilous or blasphemous, 
and leaves it to the judgment of the postmaster- 
general to determin whether or not it is so. From 
his decision there is no appeal. Practically the 
law is the same in the United States. Without 
entering into the merits of the case, we hav no 
hesitation in saying that the law is a bad one. The 
refusal to carry a newspaper in the mail, a daily 
possibly excepted, is tantamount to suppressing it. 
This is taking away a citizen’s property, and to do 
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this without due judicial process is in violation of 


| the fundamental principles of our government and 


the Oanadian as well. As the law is now 
it givs the postmaster-general the power to forbid 
the circulation of any existing paper through the 
mails or refuse the registration necessary for trans- 
mission at newspaper rates to any new venture. 
This is greater power than should be in the hands 
of any man, and is liable to abuse. Under the law 
there is no remedy. : The law as it stands 
is ridiculously unjust and not in accord with the 
spirit of either people. It should be amended at 
once, in Washington and at Ottawa. 

A Scurrilous Transaction. 

From the Progressive Thinker. 

One of the most novel incidents of recent times, 
approximating to Russian tyranny, is that of the 
postmaster-general of Oanada, in prohibiting the 
transmission of The Truth Seeker, of New York 
city, through the mails, because, it was alleged, it 
is of a “scurrilous or blasphemous character.” 

The postmaster-general of Canada is a Roman 
Catholic. He is determined his creed shall not be 
assailed, nor its follies exposed: Without inquisi- 
torial powers to imprison, torture, and burn heretics 
and unbelievers, he does the next best thing—si- 
lences opposers by denying them access to the 
people. Canada has heretofore been classed with 
free governments. Now it must take rank with 
those of the Middle Ages, which were the tools of 
the pope, and were used to advance his power. 

The last half century has been prolific in lessons 
adverse to attempts to restrict th expressions of 
honest thought in the interest of error. Forty 
years ago the pro-slavery party, by unparalleled acts 
of violence, gained control of the territorial legisla- 
ture of Kansas. It thought to silence opposition to 
its favorit institution by legislation, so it passed 
an act, section 12 of which we copy from its statutes : 


Tf anv free person, by speaking, or by writing, shall 
assert or maintain that persons hav not the right t5 hold 
slaves in this territory, or shall introduce into Kansas, 
print, publisb, write, circulate, or cause to be introduced 
into this territory, written, printed, published, or circu- 
lated in this territory, any book, paper, magazine, pam- 
phlet, or circular, containing any denial of the right of 
persons to hold slaves in this territory, such person shall 
be deemed guilty of felony, and punished by imprison- 
ment at hard labor for a term not less than two years. 

No prosecutions were made under the law, so 
violent was popular opinion against it, though a 
proslavery mob collected in an adj ining state, in 
defiance of law, destroyed the Aree State printing- 
offices, one of which, the /Zerald of Freedom, was 
soon revived, and its circulation was more than 
quadrupled in consequence. Four years later, all 
the fool laws were repealed, and the party so anx 
ious to cripple the freedom of the press was retired 
to perpetual obscurity. l 

If Mr. Caron, the present Catholic head of the 
post-office department in Oanada, shall persist in 
his action, it can only be for a limited period. He 
will pass away, and a better man, imbued with no- 
bler and more liberal principles, will succeed him. 
Instead of curtailing the circulation or influence of 
Tbe. Truth Seeker, it will double and quadruple 
them, and we hav no question it will survive, in- 
creasing in power, until a wiser generation shall 
come upon the stage, and ridicule the follies of the 
petty tyrant who foolishly thought to do the Holy 
See a favor. 


Mr. Caron’s Extraordinary Decision. 
From Secular Thought. 

The attack by the Canadian post-office authorities 
on the New York Truth Seeker shows very clearly 
that, though nominally a free country, like our big 
neighbor to the south, we, like it also, are living 
under laws which render it easy for officials to vio- 
Jate every principle of freedom. Several papers in 
the States hav been refused the use of the mails on 
a mere question of opinion; and many editors and 
others hav been imprisoned and fined for express- 
ing their religious views. It is not to be wondered 
at, therefore, that Canadian officials, who are cer- 
tainly not vastly superior to those in the pay of 
Uncle Sam, either in honesty or in their notions of 
justice, should imitate their friends across the line, 


and should attempt by an arbitrary use of power, |. 


to forcibly suppress opponents whose arguments, 
they cannot answer. Were the Canadian people 
really a nation of freemen, they would not submit 
for an hour to such tyrannical proceedings; but 
unfortunately, while the Catholic half of the people 
will follow implicitly the orders of their priests the 
Protestants will in the main be glad to see a trouble- 
rome opponent squelched, no matter at what sacri- 
fice of freedom. They forget that, if the hand 
ihat wreaks this petty vengeance is sustained, they 
RE may before long. suffer from its atten- 
ions, 
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We need not enter into the matters that hav led 
the postmaster-general to suppress our New York 
contemporary. We cannot imagin that any reason 
could be assigned for suppressing it that would 
not apply with almost equal force against any Free- 
thought journal. If it be the weekly cartoons that 
are so very objectionable, then we might ask, Is it 
worse to psint a picture than to describe its every 
detail? If it be our eontemporary's ofteh rather 
unusal—well, say bluntness; shall we get Oscar 
Wilde out of prison and install him as our Canadiaü 
Inspector of Newspaper Austhetios? We do not 
say that we greatly admire many of Mr. Heston’s 
cartoons. Some of them are comical enough, but 
others are simply grotesque; they neither point a 
moral nor adorn a newspaper. But neither we nor 
the post-office people are called upon or are entitled 
to decide such questions for other people, A large 
number of our friends approve them and wish to 
receive them, just as many others appove and wish 
to receive their weekly quota of the stuff that ap- 
pears in the “religious” papers. The question is, 
Has anybody the legal right to decide this matter, 
and to confiscate the journals for which subsctibets 
hav paid? 

The correspondence which has passed would seeni 
to show that Sir Adolph Caron, our postmaster- 
general, claims to hold the office of Canadian Grand 
Inquisitor and Irresponsible Literary Autocrat; at 
whose decision men are either to change theit opit- 
ions or submit to the confiscation of their property. 

If this interpretation of the law be correct, there 
can be no reason why Sir Adolph Caron should not 
suppress Protestant publications, many of which, 
in our view, are far more blasphemous (if such a 
crime as blasphemy exists) than anything ever 
issued from the Freethought press; and all of 
which are heretical and blasphemous according to 
the Roman church. We would suggest that, in or- 
der to preserve intact the state of moral—and re- 
ligious—purity now existing in Oanada, a large 
placard should be put up at each customs port of 
entry— 


NOTICE, i 


: —À ; 
: AMERICAN FREETHINKERS AND FREETHOUGHT AND : 
: LIBERAL LITERATURE NOT ALLOWED TO ENTER: 
THE Hory LAND oF CANADA. i 

Y 


H 
: 


: For the present, this will not apply to Protestants or | 
: to Protestant publications; or to Bank Cashiers, ; 
Preachers, Sanday-school Superintendents, and : 
others with pockets fall of Boodle. i 
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The absurdity of the postmaster general's deci- 
sion is exemplified in the fact that it makes no al- 
lowance for the reform of the delinquent journal. 
Even if Editor Macdonald felt inclined to amend 
his ways, and issue a sheet specially prepared to 
suit the views of Postmaster-General Caron, he 
would hav no opportunity of doing so. The de- 
cision is as the laws of the Medes and Persians. 
“There is no appeal!” Supposing The Truth 
Seeker should issue an edition specially expurgated 
for the innocent Oanadian market, would not Sir 
Adolph listen to an appeal? Truly, we are a mighty 
free people—as far, that is, as our post-office auto- 
crat will allow us to be so. 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self. Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self.Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
« Self-Contradictions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self-Contradictions " as well as the ** Age 
of Reason." Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

THE TaurH Szrkrn's offer to send eight copies of 
Paine's *Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 
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@hildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Honr." 


When Jimmy Comes trom School. 


When Jimmy comes from school at 4 
J-e-r-n-8-a l-e-m! how things begin 
To whirl and bnzz and bang and spin, 

And brighten up from roof to floor! 
The dog that all day long has lain 

Upon the ba.k porch wage his tail 
And leaps and barks and begs again 

The last scrap in the dinner-pail, 

When Jimmy comes trom school. 


The cnpboard latches clink a tune, 
And m ther from her kni' ting stirs 
To tell that hnngry boy of hers 
That + upper will be ready soon, 
And then a slab of pie he takes, 
A corkv and a qnince or two, 
- And for the breezy barnyard breaks, 
Where evers thing cries ‘‘ How d'ye do?” 
When Jimmy comes from school. 


The rooster on the garden fence 
Stirs np and down and crows and crows, 
As if he knows, or thinks he knows, 
He, too, is of some conseqnence. 
Tbe gnineas join the chorns, too, 
And jast beside the window sill 
The red bird, swinging ont of view, 
On hia high perch, begins to trill, 
When Jimmy comes fcom school. 


When Jimmy comes from scbool, take care! 
Our hearta begin to throb and qnake 
With life and j»y, and every ache 

Is gone before we are aware. 

The earth takes on a richer hne, 

A softer light falls on the flowers, 
Aud overhead a brighter blne 

Seems bent above this world of onrs, 
When Jimmy comes from school. 


—James Newton Matthew. 


So:e Popular Truths About 
Snakes. l 


I see in your issus of October 5th a 
short article headed, ‘‘Some Popular 
Errors About Snakes,” Now we think 
that your correspondent, whoever he is, 
has made a splendid strike and has done 
complete justice to the heading of his 
article, because any more erroneous state- 
ments than he makes about snakes, prairie 
dogs, and sereech owls we hav never seen 
in print. See how inconsistent he is, He 
admits that all accounts in books, news- 
papers, magazines, and by people innum- 
erable, state that the prairie dog, the 
rattlesnake, and the sereech owl liv to- 
gether in one hole. This statement he 
denies in toto and brings up a little inci- 
dent that he witnessed in 'Texas to surport 
his denial. 

Now let reason hav & show. Which 
would most likely be true, all that we hav 
seen in books, newspapers, magazines, 
and written by people innumerable, or his 
Statement and that of Mr. S. S. Bowman, 
to whom he refers for support ? 

Then in the incident he refers to he says 
that the prairie dog was half-grown and 
about the size of à common house rat. It 
must hav belonged to a breed of very 
small dogs, for of the millions of them 
that I hav seen on the plains between 
Missouri and California a full-grown one 
was as big as four house rats, x 

Another error, he eays he saw stated in 
books, is that snakes charm or mesmerize 
their prey. He does not seem to hav 
much faith in books and what people say. 
Now in this I know he is as badly mistaken 
as in the other, because I hav seen the 
woods rattlesnake charm a bird and take 
it right off the limb of a tree. I killed 
the snake after he had got the bird in his 
mouth and was about to swallow it. That 
T hav seen and done. He does not speak 
of the woods rattlesnake at all in his arti- 
ele. Perhaps he does not know there is 
euch, But there is, and it is much larger 
than the prairie rattler. JI hav killed 
some which measured over six feet, while 
the prairie rattler is seldom over four feet. 

Now in order to make myself under- 
‘stood it will be well to explain jast a little. 
Ten yeara of my early life, or from 1846 to, 
1856, was spent out on the plains between 
Missouri and Oslifornia, including both 
those states. That gave me a splend.d 
opportunity to witness the sights then to 
be seen in the Western world. I would 
like to describe in detail—and will, if it i 


would be aeceptable—some, at least, of | ‘* Ah, John, by me thou settest noe store, 


those. curiosities for the benefit of the 
Children’s Corner, because they will cer- 
tainly prove interesting, not only to the 
children, but to any who may chance to 
read them. It is, remember, nearly fifty 
years since I first went out there. It 
was when the Indian, the buffalo, the deer, 
the elk, the wolf, the prairie dog, rattle- 
snake, and screech owl were in all their 
glory; and for any man to tell me that the 
three latter did not burrow together in 
one hole only exposes his ignorance of 
such thiegs, The prairie dogs lived in 
what we then called dog towns—that is, 
there would be several hundred acres of 
prairie land thickly covered with smal) 
mounds of dirt about eighteen inches in 
diameter at the base, running up twelve 
to fifteen inches high, and about six 
inches at top, or just room enough for the 
occupant to sit comfortably. The entrance 
was near the top and invariably on the 
south side of the mound. These dog 
towns would sometimes be as much as ten 
miles apart, but often closer, and in every 
town you would find the rattlesnake and 
screech owl. They lived together and 
burrowed together, for I hav not only 
seen thousands, but millions of them go in 
the same holes one right after the other. 
How they had their apartments divided off 
Ido not know. I often wish that I had 
investigated. When one would approach 
the hole, and all three were there, the dog 
would go down first, then the owl, then 
the rattler. I never saw them quarreling 
or fighting; they seemed to liv happily to- 
gether. f 

But I am making my article too long, so 
hoping this will be interesting reading for 
the children, believe me, 

Yours truly, JoEL M. BERRY. 

National Military Home, Ohio. 

[Both of our correspondents may be 
right. Mr. Berry saw the owls, prairie 
dogs, rattlesnakes living together as one 
family in the old days of a then wild coun- 
try: But as civilization advanced it swept 
over the wilderness and the prairies, and 
even the above-mentioned creatures felt 
its touch and power and resolved them- 
selvs into separate families, each after its 
own kind, It may be &o, —Er. C. 0.] 


ae EN RM: 
Robiu Hood. 

No character is history, ancient or mod- 

ern, is more famous than Robin Hood, the 

merry outlaw of Sherwood Forest. ‘‘ He 


was & valiant outlaw,” declared an eminent. 


historian, ‘‘living free and bold in the 
green forest, waging frank and open war 
against sheriff and law.” In the sixteenth 
century he still had his commemoration 
day, and it is related of Bishop Latimer that 
he was unable to preach, even to empty 
pews, because it was ‘‘ Robin Hood’s day,” 
and be was denied even the satisfaction of ob- 
taining his church keys. They assumed pos 
session of the church to turn it into a thea- 
ter. It was not, however, Robin Hood, but 
yeomanry, that England loved. ‘‘God haffe 
mersey on Robin Hodys solle and saffe all 
god yoemanry.” That.is how many of the 
old ballads end. Sir Walter Scott givs a 
charming account, in ‘*‘ Ivanhoe,” of this 
Nottingham hero, and King Richard’s ro- 
mantic friendship; his loyal and com- 
mendable determination to repeal the 
vigorous forest laws when gaining ascen- 
dency to the British throne. This, how- 
ever, he was unable to carry out, basely 
and cruelly thwarted by his unnatural 
brother, who succeeded through cunning 
artifice and successful assistance from his 
knights, ete. (though strenuously opposed 
by Sir Ivanhoe), in disp'acing and murder- 
ing the genial king. Aud Robin Hood’s 
free, untrammeled life offered a tempting 
allurement to the troubled heir; he was 
wont to stay with Hood many hours at a 
time. 

‘In gomer when the shawes be sheyne, 

And leaves be large and long, 
Hit is falle mery in feyne forests 
To hear the foulys song.” 

They loved the blithesome summer-time. 
Merry Robin then delighted in exercise of 
bow and spear. New friendships were thus 
formed, and free exchange of blows al- 
ways prepared the way for good fellow- 
ship. It was then ‘‘ Little John’s” loyalty 
was tested. He was 7 feet high, and con- 
quered the valiant Robin, who liked him 
for it, though it was often the source of 
kindly jest : 


And that I fairly fiade ; . 
How oft: send I my men before 
And tarry myself behind ? 


** Tt is no cumnin 8 knave to ken, 
An a man but heare him speake, 
And were it not for bursting my bowe, 
John, I thy head would breake.” 


Robin often enjoyed a friendly set-to 
with valiant shepherd-boys and simple 
townsfolk skilled in use of armas. 


*** Oh that were a shame,’ said jolly Robin, 
* We being three and thou but one.’ 
The org leapt back then thirty good 
‘oot, 
‘Twas thirty-good foot and one. 


** He leaned his back fast unto a thorn, 
His foot against a stone, 

And then he fought a long summer's day, 
A summer's day so long.” 


Aud Robin did not always gain the ad- 
vantage. 


***T pass not 
replies: 
* My staff is of oke so free; 
Right foot and a half, it will knock down 
a calf, 
And I hope it will knock down thee.’ 


“Then Robin could no longer forbear. 
He gave him such a knock, 

Quickly and soon the blood came down, 
Before it was ten o'clock. 


**'Then Arthur soon recovered himself, 
And gave him sucb a knock on the 
crown, : 
That from every side of bold Robin’s 

head 
The blood came trickling down. 


** Then Robin raged like a wild boar; 
As soon as he saw his own blood: 

The bland was in hast, he laid on so fast, 
As though he had been cleaving of wood. 


** And about and about and about they 


went, 
Like two wild boars in a chase, 
Striving to aim esch other to maim, 
Leg, arm, orany other place. 


** And knock for knock they lustily dealt, 
Which held for two hours and more, 

Till all the woods rang at every bang, 
They plied their work so sore. 


*** Hold thy hand, hold thy hand,’ said 
Robin Hood, 
* Aud let thy quarrel fall; 
For here we may thrash our bones all to 
mash, 
And yet no coyn at all. 


** * And in the forest of merry Sherwood, 
Hereafter thou shalt be free.’ 
* God a mercy for nought, my freedom I 
bought, . 
I may thank my staff and not thee.’ 
** *'Who are you, then?’ asked Robin, 
** * T'm a tanner,’ bold Arthur reply’d, 
*In Nottingham long hav I wrougnt; 
And if thou wilt come there I vow and 
swear. 
I will tan thy hide for nought.’ 


** God a mercy, good fellow,’ said Jolly 
Robin, 
** Since thou artso kind and free; 
And if thou wilt tan my hide for nought, 
1711 do as much for thee.’”’ 


fold. 
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* Man skilled in pinning sheep in the 
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It only nee1ei this evidence of superi- 
ority in Arthur’s skill with staff and spear 
to enthrons him forever in tha affsction of 
bold Robin.” Now tht blow: bav been 
exchanged, they jin haud: in friendship, 
singing merrily, in the words of Ritson: 

t Then Robin took them by th» hands, 
And danced rouad abbat the oke-tree, 
For three m2rry men, sad three merry. 

men, 

Aud three merry men we be." 

Whether such a character really existed 
or not, is doubtfal. There is a lamentable. 
absence of documents to establish the fact, 
historiaus tell us, and yet, in the chronicles 


lof twelfth ceutury deeds, ‘bold Robyn 


Hoods” exploits stand out clearest of all. 
This is one of the mysteries where tradi- 
tion and history, cari rusly intermingled, 
leave unsatisfactory evidence in statistics, 
and plenty of store for romano» and con- 
jeeture. Ipa BAnnov. 
We hav received & fiae photograoh of 
Charley Power, apprentice in the U. S. 
Navy, The picture represents a bright, 
manly face, intellizent and wide-awake. 
We are proud that he is one of our Corner 
boys, and we hav no doubt he will yet 
make a mark the world. Aim for the high- 
est, Charles, be brave, self-reliant, true, 
and honors shall come to you. —Enp. O. O.J 
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should early earn the n ces-itv of keeping on 
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In the entire list of English and French 
kings not one has been eminent for ability, 
virtue, and peaceful administration.— 
John SS. Hittell. 


Ir is indeed most wonderful how error, 
once enthroned, will oftentimes perpetuate 
its sway, even in the very sunlight of truth. 
—Ez. Gov. Sylvester Pennoyer. 


Parx is the correlativ of some species of 
wrong—some kind of divergence from 
that course of action which perfectly ful- 
fils all requirements, — Herbert Spencer, 


ATTACKED On every side, he [Voltaire] 
fought with every weapon that wit, logic, 
reason, scorn, contempt, langhter, pathos, 
and indignation could sharpen, form, de- 
vise, or use. He often apologized, and the 
apology was an insult. He often recanted, 
and the recantation was a thousand times 
worse than the thing recanted. He took 
it back by giving more. In the name of 
eulogy he flayed his victim. In his praise 
there was poison. He often advanced by 
retreating, and asserted by retraction, — 
Ingersoil, 


No man's belief is in any case a private 
matter which concerns himself alone. Our 
words, our phrases, our forms and pro- 
cesses and modes of thought, are common 
property, fashioned and perfected from 
age to age; an heirloom, which every suc- 
ceeding generation inherits as a precious 
deposit and a sacred trust, to be handed 
on to the next one, not unchanged, but en- 
larged and purified, with some clear marks 
of its proper handiwork. Into this, for 
good or ill, is woven every belief of every 
man who has speech of his fellows. An 
awful privilege, and awful responsibility, 
tbat we should help to create the world in 
which posterity will liv.—Professor Clif- 
ford. 


Tur weakness of even an old and ridicu- 
lous argument is worthy of new exposure, 
so long as it deceives any rational being. 
I think that is the point which should de- 
cide whether we, as Freethinkers, ought 
or ought not to attack an error or an ar- 
gument. An argument which really has 
ceased to deceive may well enough be 
treated with indifference; but the very 
weakest that could be used should be an 
object of attack so long as it has power to 
impose upon sensible people. An argu- 
ment is nothing of importance except in 
its effects. It is its practical part which 
shouid decide us to attack its theoretical, 
and to expose in it whatsoever is calculated 
to mislead,— Joseph Symes. : 


Tux brawn of social order is in relation- 
ghips spontaneously formed and seen in 
their proper limitations. There is no 
forced bond which will evoke the social 
conscience. There is no free conscience 
which violates others for self, society for 
the individual. The free conscience makes 
free and respects freedom. Outward so- 
briety will follow inner will. Men will 
walk self-poised by powers from within 
Turn the next page after trust—freedom 
appears. Take down the scaffold when the 
building is done. New York is saved from 
destruction not by anything done at Al- 
bany, not by the reign or the rule of Tam- 
many, but bv self-regulation and common 
amenities passed from each individual soul 
to each other.— Horace L., Traubel. 

I am not so much concerned, however, 
with what seems to me the shallowness and 
jnconse quence of the Optimistic position 
as with its bearing on social conditions, 
What must this be? There can be but one 
answer, I think. Its effect upon the con- 
science of society must be that of a scoth- 
ng Cordial. For centuries the church has 
stilled the cry of the millions for a share 
of this world’s goods with lavish promises 
of celestial bliss, and the House of Have, 
holding this earth fast in its grip, has been 
content to run a bare chance for the life 
to come, while generously conceding to 
the House of Want an undisputed claim to 
the whole continent of the blissful here- 
after. It was an arrangement by which 
those who did not get carthly turkey ac- 
cepted the cther kind of bird as the best 
dish under the circumstances.— William 
Johnson, in Conservator. 


Is there a man who pretends to liv lux- 
uriously honsed up; sereened from all 
work, from want, danger, hardship, the 
victory over which is what we name work 
—he himself to sit serene, amid dcwn- 
bolsters and appliances, and hav all his 
work and battling done by other men? 
And such man calls himself a nobleman? 
His fathers worked for him, he says, or 
successfully gambled for him; here he sits; 
professes, not in sorrow, but in pride, that 
he and his hav done no work time out of 
mind. It is the law of the land, and is 
thought to be the law of the universe, that 
he, alone of recorded men, shall hav no 
task laid on him, except that of eating his 
cooked victuals and not flmging himself 
out of window. Once more I will say, 
there was no stranger spectacle ever under 
the sun, A veritable fact in our England 
of the nineteenth century.— Carlyle, 
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AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christiaa who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
generally H C Luse. p 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Lıquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISPLANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 
DID MAN FALL? IstheGardenof Eden 
srael N Groh. 

DELUSIONS. A Lecture b 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRS¢£ EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teacn- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste n’s 

raternal attacks on Spirituali m. 

THE GLORY OF IN IDEL'TY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of :amuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christiau who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, " What Has Intidelity Done?” shouid be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION 
Adiscussion between Col Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole worid his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. . 

MATERIALISM : Its History. and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels aud Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Vid Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 
THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 


Samuel P. Putnam. 
ORTHODOX A lecture by Oolonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll. and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out. Religious Deaths 
and Births, “he Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hamm d, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Dar«iu, Special Providence, The 
Latest Cree i, God as a Goveraor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonemeot, 
The Second Birth, Ins iration. Tue Reign of 
Truth &nd Love The Wars It Bronght, The 
Hesurrection, Tbe Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, “No B ble, No Civihzation;" Mira- 
cles of tbe New. Testament, (he Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 


pits at Low Prices, 


ind of a God man should make. | WO) 


nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned 
what I Believe. Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text. " Che Clergy know that 
kuow that they d i 


© not know. S 
| PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 


IMPROBABLE. L R. Smith. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 

MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 

WASHINGTON. Bemg the Speeches 


of HoN, FREDERIOK Dovensss and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decisi.n of the 
United Sta. es Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. bifty-th:ee large octavo 
pages, ora which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 Pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly o. i J 
rocked by ghosts and tha race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerle:s against him. One of 
Hel u Gardene:'s bright st efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
M. ssabcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 


Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 


his, very good. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Oon- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting tue evi ence of the forgery of his 


alleged gosrel. HJ Se eneuret. 
SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 


CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENE. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to cbastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Wr.tten before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Paychic Resear hers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for tne promulga:ion of Christian- 
ity. Banz t'e Nuremburg Collection. with 
specim. ns from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pio- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Ma donald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth's auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lf of Voltare. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth-, George Eliot. 
and L o2fellow. : 

WAS CHRISE CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bier' owe", A I*wyer's consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. ——. - 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of hcit alleged ac * whi^n would lead one 
tothatcone:usion. T.-K Washburn 

WHY DONT HE LEND A HAND? And 
otner Agno-tic Poems. Samuel P. Putnam. 
T e title poem 1* perhaps the most popular 
of Mr Putuam’s many poems, and, a great 
many e titions of it hav bee^ caled ‘or The 
other poems are: The Golden Ave, The Ilea 
a` d the Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hoe, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gos el, 
Add-ess to Deity,and tae shor po mso often 
recited with great effect by Oharles Watts, 


G ve U2 Light. 
WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
OD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


archers. 

AN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture dehvered at the 
Freethinker?’ International Congr rs at Chi- 
cago. Uunside ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Cauon Law snd Its * ffeots 
Upon H r, Theol: gy Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman’s Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor -f Woman xogan H Wiron 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tue Woman Suffrage Asr- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 
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In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim op 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Oontaining the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 


Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night — 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INGERSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought,” 

A lecture by IxaznsoLL, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel InarrsoLL's Famous Lettera 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 cents, 
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JN ot for Parsons, 
A new law teaches us that it is sinful for 


a man to let his beard grow on Sanday.— 
Judge. 


= B«FoRE some preachers will throw a 
stone at a sin they waat to know who is 
under it.—Ram’s Horn. 


*5 Y went to Sunday-school yesterday,” 
a little girl said to her auut, ‘‘and the 
teacher asked me who made me. So I jast 
told her nobody made me. I wonder if 
she thought I was a paper doll!” 


Tramp: ‘'Yes’m, it’s hard to break 
away from all yer bad habits at once; but 
I've given up some of 'em." Lady: 
“Which ones hav you given up?” 
Tramp: '* Well, mum, I don’t get shaved 
on Sunday any more."— Brooklyn Life, 


Ms. GorHaw: ‘Why do you always 
carry that tiu pail with vou when you go 
fishing on Sanday ?” Me. Van Blunt (of 
Hoboken) “I put me mein fish vat I 
catch in dis pail, mit de cover on, und den 
ven I go me home de neighbors dink it 18 
noddings but a kettle of beer."— New 
York Weekly. 


Taz Rev. Mr. Longnecker (solemnly): 
‘My young friend, do you realize that 
every ninth man is a drunkard, every 
seventh person an opium fiend, every fifth 
woman a victim of hysteria, and every 
fourth man a slave to tobacco.” Youag 
Swift: '* No, I wasn’t aware of it, but 
then I haven’t been training with the same 
crowd you do.” 


One Sunday recently a deacon who had 
charge of a collection plate saw an old 
lady drop a penny into it and pass into the 
church. In a sbort time she reappeared, 
and taking a penny from the plate, went 
out. The deacon, calling her back, asked 
for an explanation of her conduct. ‘‘ Oh,” 
said she, **Ia&m in the wrong church.”— 
St. Louis Humorist. 


Tux Scotch Archbishop Foreman, in the 
sixteenth century, was such a poor Latin 
scholar that when he was obliged to visit 
Rome he found great diffiwlty in con- 
forming to some of the customs of the 
pope's table, to which he was invited. Eti- 
quet required that the Scotch bishop 
should take part in uttering a Latin bene- 
diction over the repast aud the illiterate 
guest had carefully committed to memory 
what he believed to be the orthodox form 
of words. He began with his *''Banedi- 
cite,” expecting the cardinals to respond 
with ‘*Dominius,” but they replying 
t Deus" (Italian fashion) so confused the 
£ood bishop that he forgot his carefully 
conned phrases and *''in good broad 
Scotch” said: '' To the devil I giv you 
all, false cardinals," to which devout aspira- 
tion pope and cardinals who understood 
only their own language, piously replied 
** Amen.” 


Tue meanest thing I ever heard of was 
done by a young man with a good educa- 
tion. I will tell vou ab^utit. His name 
was Howard P Dunean, and I kaew him 
very well. We were educated together 
and graduated on the same shingle, I was 
abort to say. Bat he bad more ingenuity 
than I. He could make the tutor believe 
that the moon was made of green cheese, 
whereas I could not make the same faculty 
believe what it already knew. If [said the 
earth was round like a ball and slightly de- 
pressed at the poles, for the firet time there 
would bea feeling of doubt in the minds 
of my instructors. Bat Howard, after de- 
livering the valedictory, went forth into 
the world for himself. He felt a certain 
repugnance to industry which showed that 
his blood had a slight aristocratic tinge. 
He tried two or three easy professions, 
but finally turned his back toward them 
all. He was offered a situation at $4) per 
month to teach, but tarned bitterly on his 
heel and said, with some asperity, tha 
**he would rather pump thunder in hell at 
five cents a clap.” Those were his very 
words. That remark was the index to the 
man’s whole character. He would say 
things at all times that other people after- 
ward bitterly regretted. Finally, he de- 
veloped a new disease, and his autopsy 
was very promising. For this reason he 
was greatly sought after by the medical 
colleges. He was cffered over $100 for 
his remains. But he hungout. His boy- 
hood home had offared him $500 to go 
away and remain, to which his father had 
offered to add $800 He asked my advice, 
and I told him to hang out for $1,000, for 
I feltaure it would ba given. This proved 
to be true. I helped to make up the 
amount. Finally, he got five of the ablest 
medieal colleges above $100 and sold his 
carcass to each of them. Then, stricken 
by remorse, he came to the mercy seat, 
thinking that it would be just the thing for 
8 sedentary man, embraced Christianity 
and three or four of the most desirable 
workers in the Ladies! Auxiliary, became 
& missionary, weut to the tropics, and a 
week after he landed the chief had him up 
at his house for dinner.— Bill Nye, 
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Science Versus Religion, 


OB, THE 
Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Office. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 

^ ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an 1utinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. 
III. [f Thare Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are E regourly Slow, 
They Are Egregioasly Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, g 
They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. 
IV. What is Outed Design Is Oniy Subservieney; 
and the Watch Argument Is Liegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronom: and Design * 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Suecinet Exposition of Evolution 
and & Bketch of Astronomy. 
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TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PUKTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 
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Missionaries. 
The Lord's Instruments, 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
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A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 


fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lise i 


lever again be pob 


lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit «f putting the book in the reach o 
At twice the prica ìt world have been a cheap hook. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 


signer is a wonder: 


success. and we judge from our own 


f.elings that neariy every Liberal in 


America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 
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Freethought, and D 
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The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning ‘upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or “ Fir-t Cause” of things. 

By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


* This volume discusses the question of & cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording thet even 
the unlearned can understand, and apprcaches 
itfrom so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works ou the subject we remember seeing."—Tuk 
Traore SERKE*, July 22, 1898. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chap‘ers and a 
preface, bound nea:!y and strongly in cloth. 

P&IGE, $1; POSTPAID. 
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COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


—With Music Written to All the Bongs.— 


Oomprurp BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Offie, 


Medieal, Social, Sexual Selence, 
by an eminent quysician of 35 years 
kig experience. e “olā, original, 

g Standard” work, endorsed by all, 
imitated by many, equalled by none. 
ij Insrired by wish to aid humanity, it 
liq has providentially saved thousands. 
Wits essays On marriage. parentage, 
m adaptation, marital failures, etc., 
are of inestimable value to ail now 


married cr who ever expeet to bo 
The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
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cess, DR. R. P. FELLOWS,”  . 


Say where you saw thisadver,. Vineland, IX, Je 


NOW HEAD THIS! 

Dr. Fel'ows is.2 stanch LIBERAL and à very 
successful physician. He nas treated DISEASES 
OFMEN for twenty veers, and his remedies 
an outgrowth of thig long ; practice, whioh should 
tive conndence to those adlicted, 
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TROT SEEKER. 


THE OARPENTER’S SON SEEKETH SAFETY IN FLIGHT. 


When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when the people had heard thereof 
' they followed him on foot out of the cities, —Mat. xiv, 13. 
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PUBLICATIONS, ` 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, ` 
(Servant of the Lora Jesus Christ.) 


M P iper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

loth. (oo avo), 375 pages, speo:al to readers of 

thi ju nil. ouly 25 cents, by mil, prepaid, 
Sed for desor.ptiv catalozus of Swedenborg’s 

works, t : : à 

, American Sweudenborg, Frinting and Publish. 

ing Society. 20 Cooper Union. New York. : 


Hard Knocks 


at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 just what its title ea mp. 
e 


ing whacks at superstition. It deals with 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gi. »djanity is & bor. 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notareal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THR TROTH REEKER 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed-rock 
of human liberty, 


Price, - - - 25 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEEER. 
ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its 


Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations, 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 5 cents. THE 1RUTH SERRER, 
28 Lafayette PL, New York 


JY exa of the Doek. 


Tux Chilian cabinet resigned Oct. 17th. 


AFTER 87 cases and 62 deaths the cholera 
in Honoluiu has been completely checked. 


Ir is reported from Madrid that 12,000 
additional troops start immediately for 
Cuba. 


Ir is affirmed that England will main- 
tain ber rights in Venezuela by force if 
necessary. 


Firry persons were drowned on Oct. 
18th by the upsetting of a ferry-boat near 
Cairo, Egypt. 


Tux English mission chapels at Ohangpu, 
Fokien province, China, hav been de- 
stroyed by rioters, 


Tur Secretary of the Interior of Sal 
Salvador has forbidden the press to make 
collections for the Cubans, 


Tue great exodus of Canadians to the 
United States 1s almost if not quite a po- 
litical issue in the Dominion. 


Ix the. South Carolina Constitutional 
Convention, Senator Tillman's inalienable 
homestead proposition was voted down. 


Tux price of wool is going up because 
of the scarcity and the increased demand, 
which latter in its turn is due to the busi- 
ness revival. l 


Tur Spanish anthorities in Cuba are 
regularly sending political suspects to the 
penal colony dungeons at Ceuta, on the 
African coast. 


Dr. Antonin Dvonax has resigned the 
directorship of the National Conservatory 
of Music, owing to the seiious illness of 
members of his family. 


Tue governor of Goa, Portuguese India, 
eables the home government that tne 
Portuguese troops hav joined the insur. 
gents and are pillaging tne country. 


Sax Francisco has had blocmer balls 
and bloomer marriages, and now a bloomer 
restaurant has been opened. In ‘‘ The 
Bloomer Café” the waiters are attired in 
blocmers. 


Tug United States trearury department 
deeides that bieyeles bought in Canada 
` and brought over the line by their owners 
for their personal use will be admitted 
free of duty. 


Japan expresses her regret for the riot 
in Seoul, which resulted in the death of the 
Corean queen, and will hold the Japanese 
responsible for it to a stern accountability, 
regardless of rank. 


Tur citizens of Massachusetts, of both 
sexes, will on Nov. 5th express at the polls 
their preferences in the matter of confer- 
ring the suffrage on women. The legisla- 
ture is not sound to abide by the referen- 
dum, but it is supposed that it will be 
more or less influenced thereby, no matter 
what the result, There is a Man Suffrage 
Association and an Equal Suffrage Associ- 
ation, and mass meetings and manifestcs 
are the order of the day. 


Linuyn Drew, the actress, died in New 
York on Oct. 13th as the result of an oper- 
ation for the removal of cancer. She was 
born in Franklin, Conn., about thirty 
years ago, and her name was Nannie M. 
Hastings. 


Or the 47 candidates for the state senate 
whom the New York Herald questioned 
concerning their attitude toward more 
liberal excise laws and the enforcement 
of Sunday laws, more than one-half were 
non-committal. 


Tar Presbyterians of New York are in 
a equabble over the licensing by the pres- 
bytery of Otsego of a graduate of Union 
Theological Seminary, which institution is 
under a boycott because of the retention 
by it of Professor Briggs. 


Morris ScHoENHOLz, convicted of or- 
ganizing arson plots involving the imper- 
iling of hundreds of lives, was on Oct. 
18th sentenced by Judge Fitzgerald of 
this city to forty-eight years’ imprison- 
ment in Sing Sing prison. 


Ter quarter of New Orleans known as 
Algiers was almost entirely destroyed by 
fire on the morning of Oct. 20th. Loss, 
about $350,000; 1,000 people are homeless. 
The fire is supposed to be incendiary, 
started by the owner of a house for the 
purpose of getting insurance money. 


Freprrick WinL1AM Horn, a National 
Liberal and a member of the Reichstag, has 
been sentenced at Dresden to ten montbs' 
imprisonment for lese majeste (treason), 
Even at the expiration of that time, Herr 
Horn will be released only on condition 
that he finds sureties in 10 000 marks ($2,- 
500) for his subsequent good behavior. 


Ds. E. O. SPITZKA, in a paner recently 
read before the Soc'ety of Medical Juris- 
prudence in this city, maintained that the 
New York law punishing those who at- 
tempt suicide in a dead letter, for there 
has been no decrease in the number of 
suicides. In fact, suicide has become 
more skillful since the law was enacted, as 
was naturally tu be expected, 


Two thousand garment workers, on 
strike in Rochester, N. Y., hav taken their 
families and quit the city for good, the 
United Garment Workers’ Association 
having provided work for them elsewhere. 
The Association claims to control all 
Ski'ed workers, so that the Rochester 
manufacturers will hav difficulty in getting 
men to take the places of those who hay 
left. 


Tue Twenty-Second annual convention 
of the National Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance U aion convened in Baltimore Oct, 
18th. Miss Willard in her opening ad- 
dress indorsed the theater censorship bill 
introduced in the New York legislature 
last winter by Senator Mullin, and favored 
the change of the name of the Prohibition 
party to the Home Protection party. 
** Prohibition " had a negativ sound, and 
consequently many clergymen were reluct- 
ant to advocate the principles of the party 
in their pulpits, The change desired and 
the reason urged in support of it are emi- 
nently characteristic. In church work 
these days masks are at à premium. 
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Ds. Georer STRAWBRIDGE, of Phila- 
delpbia, who has just returned from in- 
specting the water-supply systema of lead. 
ing European cities, says that all filter 
their water, and all except Antwerp use 
sand beds. Antwerp uses a mechanical 
filter, with the oxide of irop process, 
London uses a sand filter, and similar fil- 
ters are in general use even in English 
small towns, They are hardly used at all 
in the United States, 


Tue entire Japanese legation has been 
recalled from Seoul, Corea, The head of 
the legation was Gen. Viscount Miura, a 
noted Japanese scholar and lieutenant-gen- 
eralin the army. He has occupied the post 
but two months. By the reca'l Japan 
seems to hold the legation responsible for 
the riots that resulted in the assassination 
of the qneen, or, at least, to blame for per- 
mitting Japan to appear to be mixed up in 
it. It now seems probable that Russia will 
interpose to end the Japanese nominal 
protectorate over Corea, 


SUSAN H. WIXONS WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries «f Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, A Libera) Romance 


12mo, 300 pp., $2. 
And Other Stories for ` 


Apples of Gold. 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1 25. 


The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever Tesued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers: 4to. 224 PP. boards. 81. 
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TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS | 


A Story o* the Rightway Almshouse. 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents, 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Jo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FrexTHinker’s PICTORIAL Tzx-Booz, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proroga Tuxt-Boox. 

The pictures in the FBREETHINKER’S PrOTORIAL 
Taxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Ohurch's 
Claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


` state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson HESTON 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Ohildren and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer, 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instrumenis, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25 ; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Ohurch Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, 1; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Incuce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivk DOL- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, «nd 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 


feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 


a copy of this most wonderful yolume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethough 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause 0: 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the ohuroh 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


, Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not nowa 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book und the 
paper for one year. 
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Cheap Tracts for Distribution to 


Start Christians Thinking, 


If you want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as " Eye-openers," in doing '' Missionary 
Work," convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inquiring persons, send for a supply of 


these valuable little evangels of truth. 


They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so tow in ptice that thousands of gen- 
erous-hearted persons can afford to buy them for 
graiuitous distribution. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over our land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed, Exposing the Incon- 
sistency of Christians Generally. H. Clay 
E Luse.......-;- T tee geecanes 
-Astro-Lheology. L.L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christ in the New Testament to 
be but an Allegorical representation of 
the snn’s course through the different 
BOMIaACal SIGNS... ...c ec eee 
Aposties of Christ. Austin Holyoake... 
Tne Bible God Disproved by Nature. 
oleqman..... e. De pe Rp em 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingersoll 
'rhe Bible: Is it Reliableasa Guide? C. Watts. 
Blasphemy and the Bible | C B Reynolds. .... 
Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes a8 the Inspired Word of God..... 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. t. Max Muller.... 
Constantine the Great, Eortrayiug the Ini- 
quity of the First Christian Emperor. 


. B. Wake 
Cruelty and Cr 


DAD... eee eese nnt prete 
edulity of the Human Race. 
Dr. DanielArter..... adele cece REOR 
Christianity & Borrowed System.’ Bennett. 
Christianity: Its Nature and Inflnence o 
Civilization. Charles Watts ............ 
The Cnristian Deity. Charles Watts __ 
The Christian Faith. 200 Questions Without 
- LOI TE ROC 
Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between & 
hristian Missionary and a Chinese 
Mandarin .......cceseceeeseeteees eee ate 
The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, OC. Watts. 
The Church and Educasion. Anti-Jesuit..... 


The napa and Freethought. Franklin 
einer.....« eene PAN RM PICS 
Congress and Sunday Laws. (Shall the Mails 
be Stopped on Sunday?) By the Editor 

of The Truth Seeker..................-.. " 

The Constitution and Holy Days and Holi- 
‘days. S P Putnam................ eser 


Constrnctive Hationalism. Annie Besant.... 
The Devil’s Due Bills, or Give the Devil His 
. Due. JohnSyphers.............-. eee 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den. D. M. Bennett..... 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 
Austin Holyoake. 
Decadence of Christiani 


ssays on Miracles. ume 
Father. Son, and Holy Ghost. ' E Longshore 
The Fear of Death. D. M. B 
Foundations. John Syph 
Free Speech and Free Press. 


helley......... eee E sseessodrbUs 
Few Words about the Devil. Chas. Dradlaugh 


Percy Bysshe 


Holyoake ........ Les ecerecevecoes i iPevesd 
Hereditary Transmission. Illustrations of Its 
Occurrence. Prof. Louis Eisberg........ 


Literature of the Insane. F.R M. 
“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 


vival Doctrine........ Sestficaics sci undas 


Natural Religion vs. Revealed Religion. An- 
nie Besaat. . T 


The New Faith. LS 
Tho Old Berion ong tus M 

e eligions and the New. W.8. 2, 
On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant..... x im v 
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Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 
Protsstant Persecutions William Cobbett.. 
uestions for Bible Worshipers............-. v 
he Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. A. O. 


&ll.........2.2. ree tertie 10 


L 
The R ji ion of Humanity Better than Eter- 
: nal Punishment, w. Babcock... 


eyes. 10 


Religion of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 


Repeal the Sunday Laws! (Including the 
* Origin of Sabbaths.") By the ditor of 

. The Truth Seeker.............. eese eats 
Revivalism Examined. A. G. Humphrev..... 
A Remarkable Book a Heview ot Greg's 


The Sate Side. H B Brown... 

Science and Bible Antagonisti 

A Secular Prayer. A 

Secular Responsibility. .G 

The Stage and the Pulpit. ; 

Superstition Displaye 3 Wm. Pitt's Celebra- 
e Se 


** Science of the Bible." 


m 
Talk With the Four Evange 


Myth and Miracle. 


Creed of Christendom. H. W. Douglas 
in Canadian Spectator.. be 


Austin Holyoake.......... 
J Holyoake...... 
Robt G Ingersoll. 


cts of Great Britain 
Being the Rev. John 
Jasper's Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 
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ted Letter to 


ruff, M. 
Thoughts on Atheism. Can Man by Search- 


ing Findout God. Austin Holvoake... 


8 
The Theory of Evolution. Thomas H Huxley 10 
The True Basis of Morality. Annie Besaat.. 2 
The Truth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 


(Reply to some of the Suuday-schoo. 


Stories About Hi-.)........... NA e 8 
Two Short Sermons. Rev. Theologio e 1d 
Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh......... 3 
Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents 

Charles Bradlaugh............... eee 8 


What Did Jesus Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh.... 8 
Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh.... 2 
When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus..... ..... 1 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
WasChrist Crucified? 


„J ERemsburg.. 5 
Austin Bierbower.... 10 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette place. New York. 


NEW BOOKS 


ROBT C, INGERSOLL 


The Field -Ingersoll Discus- 


sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 


troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Price, 25c. 

This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hay 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 


This lecture is a consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Ool- 
onel Ingersoll’s orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. i 


The Truth Seeker, 
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THUMBSCREW AND RACK, wicoosarn 


12 COPIES $ 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 
: TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 


the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. - 
THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Racs.the Iron Orown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the Heretic Catcher. the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mourn nar (gag), Tron Masks recommender 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and, Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 


men. the Spider, the Iron Virgiu Up to Date the Execution Bell, eto. j 
hd "T used io read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, ` how our fathers persecuted mankind But I 


aever appreciated it. lreadit, batit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the 1nfamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments thas 


Christi d.” ; 
"5 Price, 10 Cents per Copy. = - 12 Copies for $1.00 


DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATLER THEM AMONG YOUR OHHISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
SOEs Address THE RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Seriptures and the 
Sabbath—Examination of 
Sunday Arguments—Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing the Middle Ages—The 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformers, 
Seholaxrs, and Divines—Abro« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


—BY— 
JOHN B. REMSBURG. 


Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayetts place, Mew York. 


Price, 25 Gents. 


APEN SHBDAYS. 


‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 
With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


~_. 


"eriptures. Including Qnestions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 
Price, 25 Cents. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
Addrans THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28] =favette Place. New York City. 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


B225; - $2350; - 275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone' is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled iu the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and ` handsome style), but as à mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime." 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World’s Fair; Mr. 
George Srzok, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

* This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior." 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sienor Fasan, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says : 

*I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way." 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ou 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to ofte 
them to TaurH Szexer readers at the above marvelously low prices —from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, -and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Ohi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate p.ying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAI. Correspondents Wanted . 
With Liberal and Freethinking women betwee 


Price. 95 sents. 
the ages of 20 and 40 years. Address L. O. I., care 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. | Truth Seeker office. 10687 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M., BENNETT. 


E, M. Maoponanp, - - - - - Editor and Manager, 
38 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - - NOVEMBER 2, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subsoription, in advanoe..........+..ceecsscessewenceses $3 00 
One subsoription two years, in advanoe....... eese eee 5 00 
Two new Bubsoribers..........eeeeeee ecce esee eee eee mortes eaten 5 00 


One subsoription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 
Dn E" 7 00 


One subsoription with four new subsoribers, in one remit- 
MO... s00.. Cldcedsdecneeteeridecsceessecceceoo cod 
Any number over five af the same rate, invariably with one 
remittanoe. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, drast on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, checks, post-ofnoe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

Laravette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they willsend us the n&me and address of 
‘any Freethinker who isnot a regular subscriber. 


The Truthfulness of Methodists. 


* God save Canada," says the Epworth League 
‘paper, Onward, of Toronto. This is Editor With- 
rows heading of an article teeming with misrep- 
‘resentations and vilifications of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
(See page 693). Oanada certainly needs some 
ipower to save her from her bigoted and untruthful 
offieials aud editors. Zhey will only plunge her 
more deeply into despotism and degradation. 

* Error hath a million tongues.” The Metho- 
dists are a numerous folk. Editor Withrow takes 
pains to inform us that the circulation of Onward 
is 38,000 copies. There are many more Epworth 
League organs, and we presume that they will all 
echo Onward’s falsifications of the record. These 
young people do not know anything about Tux 
Truru Seexer; their leaders can tell them anything 
they please aud be perfectly safe from contradiction 
and correction. The only way their consciences 
can be pricked is by a libel suit that will reach their 
pockets. 

' Here is a letter from the editor of Onward which 
accompanied his libelous notice of Tux TRUTH 


SEEKER : 
‘t TORONTO, Oct. 18, 1895. 

‘Tan Trova SEEKER, Dear Sir: I am in receipt of a 
copy of your paper and reprint editorial. I inclose my 
editorial note on the subject. I believe these sentiments 
are shared by ninety-nine hundredths of the Canadian 
people. I think you will find little sympathy in your 
crusade against the Canadian government for their re- 
fusal to make the mail the means of diffusing immoral 
teachings. Yours truly, W. H. Wrrsrow. 

“[Per. K. G.]" 

Ninety-nine per cent is an exaggeration, but there 
is no doubt that a majority of the people of Oanada 
would, if they were informed of the fact, approve 
the exclusion of our paper from the mails. How 
could it be otherwise, when they depend largely upon 
such journals as the Zrue Witness and Catholic 


Chronicle and Onward for their information ? Kept . 


in utter ignorance of the character of the excluded 
periodical, they naturally accept the statements of 
their trusted teachers as to its nature. 

If Editor Withrow knows anything about the 
matters of which he wrote, he knows that Taur Truru 
Szrxer was not excluded from the Oanadian mails 
because of “indecency” and “obscenity,” but be- 
cause Postmaster-General Oaron held it to be 
“ blasphemous” or “scurrilous.” (Onward is seur- 
rilous in its attack upon this paper.) “ Obscenity ” 


and “indecency” hav relation to sex matters; we 
do not deal with those subjects; hence our journal 
is not “ obscene " and is not helping to disseminate 
that “moral pestilence” against which Anthony 
Comstock is said to be waging “ such a prolonged 
and successful war.” If the assertions of Onward 
are based on fact, why has not our paper become 
one of the victims of Comstock's “successful war”? 

Why could not Editor Withrow be decent enough 
to treat an antagonist with fairness? Would it not 
hav been sufficiently shocking to his readers to be 
told that their postmaster-general had detected a 
“blasphemous” and “scurrilous” United States 
editor in the act of leading the people of Canada 


so |into the broad way of Freethought? Why raise 


against him the cry of “ obscenity ” when no such 


» eharge had been officially made or could be truth- 


fully preferred? We cannot avoid the thought 
that we are classed with the purveyors of “obscene” 
literature because even Canadian Methodists shrink 
from the espousal of blasphemy laws on their own 
merits, or demerits. . 

The editors and publishers of Canada “sedulously 
exclude from the printed page anything that would 
bring a blush to the cheek of innocence or besmirch 
the young mind." Not less does Tug TxurR SEEKER. 
In fact, we know that our pages will compare more 
than favorably with those of the political and re- 
ligious press. For one thing, we aim to always tell 
the truth ; unlike Onward, we would not knowingly 
bear false witness against our neighbors. 

In this connection it might be pertinent to men- 
tion the fact that the Epworth League is engaged, 
as a part of its work, in the study of the Bible. We 
wil ask Mr. Withrow if it is not true that if Tur 
Truru Srzxer should print in its columns in ex- 
tenso any of a large number of passages in that 
book it would thereby become amenable to the un- 
constitutional statute so zealously enforced by Mr. 
Anthony Comstock, and that its publisher would 
probably be arrested for circulating obscene matter 
through the mails? Perhaps Mr. Withrow is not 
aware that J. B. Wise, a worthy citizen of Kansas, is 
now under indictment in the federal courts for send- 
ing Isa. xxxvi, 12, written on & postal card, through 
the mails to Rev. Mr. Vennum. Is there not, then, 
eonsiderable danger that reading this book will 
*besmirch the young mind” of the Epworth 
Leaguer ? 

We hope that Mr. Withrow will be honest and 
fair enough to reprint in Onward this reply to that 
paper’s aspersions upon Taz Terors Szexzer. We 
shall cut this article out and mail it to him with 
personal letter. 


rr de rec s 
What of Catholicism To-day ? 

Picking up the New York Catholic News of Oc- 
tober 9th, we take notice of several recent utterances 
of official spokesmen of the Oatholic church that 
seem to call for quotation and comment. In an 
article on the Oatholic Winter School at New 
Orleans, apparently written by Rev. J. F. Mullaney, 
we find this: 

“The church’s guiding light, lay and clerical, must 
keep pace with the intellectual progress of the age, and 
go out, David-like, to combat the Goliaths of error and 
to confound the false philosophers of Positiviem, Atheism, 
Agnosticism, and kindred evils. There is need to show 
the world that the church welcomes the awakening of 
scientific thought and true ethical culture; that she is 
not afraid of so-called scientists and social reformers; 
that she loves the light—ay, that she is the light of the 
world.” 

There is indeed a great need that.the church 
show the world that she welcomes the awakening 
of scientific thought and ethical culture, but where 
is the evidence that she does? Like the Protest- 
ant organizations, the Oatholic church never leads 


absolutely essential. 


in thought and action; no one of them takes a step 
that is not necessary to be taken in order to keep 
from being left. hopelessly behind. Nothing of the 
new is accepted unless it is thought that it can in 
some way be made to support the old creeds and 
perpetuate the oldinstitutions. Whatever happens, 
the status must be maintained, in name at least. 
That is now Christian and Oatholic which not 
so very long ago was rank heresy, but never 
mind; the church has kept the name, the au- 
thority, and the revenues, and no more was 
To those who cannot think 
she seems to hav yielded nothing. Through all 
vicissitudes there has come, after all battles 
and all surrenders: there remains, for the Oatho- 
lic, the infallible church founded on tradition ; 
for the Protestant, there remains the name of the 
once infallible book and it is yet good to conjure 
with so long as the masses of believers do not look 
under the label. Hasy-going optimists will hav it 
that the old creeds are. quite dead, but they are 
only masquerading in worked-over garments. Once 
the appeal was to the fear of hell; now it is to the 
moral sense, and the moral sense of to-day is, for 
the most part, ‘saturated with the poison of religious 
medievalism. The church is desperately struggiing 
to regain lost ground; the great conflict of the 
present and the near future rages and will rage 
about controverted principles of conduct. If the 
church wins here she can rule and will rule just as 
despotically as she did when she was supreme 
through frank defense of her claim to speak au- 
thoritativly in matters of religion. : 

** ‘Men talk against the church,’ says Cardinal Newman, 
‘but they owe it to the church that they can talk atall.” 

* Olaim everything in sight,” has heretofore been 
the motto of the church, but of all the claims she 
has made this is the most astounding. Possibly 
we would also be blind as bats if it had not been 
for the church? It is even thinkable that the solar 
system is to credited to the church. 

On October 2d there convened in Washington 
a national Eucharistic congress. At this congress 
Bishop Keane declared that “the perpetual pres- 
ence of the word made flesh is the thing of para- 
mount importance in the world.” That is, the 
gross delusion that the wine and bread of the eu- 
charist are the actual blood and flesh of a young Jew 
who is said to hav been executed in Palestine in the 
neighborhood of two thousand years ago is the most 
important thing in the world. Think of it! Surely 
there ts a terrible need to “show the world that 
the church welcomes the awakening of scientific 
thought.” 

«Lucifer was the first who would not bow to the 
word made flesh, and he is striving to build up his 
kingdom and he has powerful auxiliaries,” adds 
Bishop Keane. While the church continues to 
treat those ancient legends and metaphors as rec- 
ords of actual persons and events, what right has 
she to ask us to believe that she has put herself into 
harmonious relation with modern science * Jj 

‘‘ The bishop then referred to the desecration of the 
Sabbath and said: * What are you doing to prevent this? 
How can you tire in this work, when men claiming to be 
in search of liberty are seeking license? ‘‘ Do you forget 
who I am?” asks the blessed Lord. ''Do you forget 
that I am the lion of the tribe of Judah? Do you forget 
the scourges I hay sent upon the wicked? Do you forget 
that I inspired my apostle Paul to pronounce the fearful 
warning that he who desecrates the temple of God I will 
destroy utterly, as the temple of. God is sacred?" ' ” 

When did Christ send scourges (convulsions of 
nature, diseases, war, and the rest), that fell not 
on the righteous as well as on the wicked? And 
why does Bishop Keane permit the unthinking to 
fancy that “the temple of God " is Sunday, a dura. 
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tion of time? He does this when he couples Paul's 
denuneiation of the desecration of the body of man 
with his own talk about the “ desecration of the 
Sabbath." Again, he leaves a false impression in 
regard to the attitude of Paul on the Sabbath 
question. Paul did not believe in enforced Sab- 
bath observanee, so far as the record shows, and 
Bishop Keane cannot be ignorant of that fact. 
* One man esteemeth one day above another; an- 
other esteemeth every day alike. Let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind." What chance 
is there for “Sabbath desecration” under that rule! 
In this instance, Paul, eighteen centuries before 
Bishop Keane in time, is also eighteen centuries 
ahead of him in development. 

Referring to the differences in the views and opin- 
ions of men in regard to religion, the bishop said 
that these differences were “brought about by the 
emissaries of the evil one." How sincerely has the 
church accepted the results of scientific research 
and the fruits of historical and biblical criticism 
when its high dignitaries talk such superstitious 
nonsense as that? But the Bishop and his relig- 
ion are condemned by his own words. If religious 
differences are due to the machinations of the 
devil, then the Catholic church is the child of the 
devil, for Christianity is one of the youngest of the 
great religions of the world, and hence came as an 
interloper, a wedge of division. 

«* Why in God's name should we not trust and 
love one another!” excitedly exclaims the bishop. 
There would be a great deal more trust and love in 
the world if it were not for meddling and tyran- 
nical churchmen and moralists. Quite likely Bishop 
Keane and the Editor of Taz Tauvz Szexer would 
get along very well as neighbors while each attended 
strictly to his own affairs, but we very much fear 
that the bishop could not so contain himself; he 
would be eager to force the Editor to subscribe to 
some creed or pursue a certain line of conduct. He 
would not be willing to put his dependence in love 
and reason and time to bring the Editor to what 
he would call the right way of thinking and doing. 
On his human side the Christian is about like the 
rest of us, but on his theological side he is distrust. 
ful, quarrelsome, intolerant, and cruel. In other 
words, the acid of his creed sours the milk of 
human kindness in him. 

Rey. Joseph Yasbeck, the Maronite missionary, 
said that of the 3,000,000 Armenians, only about 
100,000 are allied with the Catholic church. But 
the separation of the others is formal to a large 
extent, the Eastern princes and patriarchs refusing 
to recognize the authority of Rome, while the Hast 
has yet the Roman mass and ceremony. That is, 
such is Father Yasbeck’s version of the matter; no 
doubt the Eastern churchmen would assert quite 
the contrary. However, that is not of material im- 
portance here; what is to follow is more suggestiv : 
« Hundreds of Armenians had said to him: ‘ There 
is no real difference between us; let the shepherds 
agree and we will follow.’” That is very character- 
istic of theological sheep .Presumably the Protest- 
ant fiock would algo troop back to Rome if their 
shepherds could agree with those in the Vatican. 

** He closed with an eloquent exhortation that the East- 
ern church might be brought back before Pope Ļeo’s 
death, in order that the pontiff'a great desire might be 
accomplished." 

But will not Leo know of it when it is accom- 
plished, even if he dies first? Are not those who 
* die in the Lord” able to see what takes place on 
the earth after they hay left it? Rev. Mr. Yasbeck’s 
expressed wish would seem to indicate that he has 
some doubts in the matter; perhaps he does not 
belicve in immortality after all; it is not at all un- 
usual for the augur to hav no faith in his auguries. 

Among the resolutions adopted was one favoring 
Sunday observance “as a practical means of sanctify- 
ing the Holy Eucharist.” That would be all right, of 
course, if the Sabbath observance was the voluntary 
offering of those who believe that the Holy Eucha- 
rist stands in need of sanctification, but when we 
are asked to giv our suffrages for statutes of the 
state that are intended to force us to observe a holy 
day for the sake of sanctifying a churchly supersti- 
tion, it is certainly carrying audacity almost to the 
utmost limit conceivable. When Rome asks that 


‘form of beating the air with vain prayers. 


much now, while she is trying to make the world 
believe that she is adjusting herself to the new 
scientific order of things, what would she not de- 
mand if she were not under this necessity to cater 
to the demands of the spirit of progress? 

Like the Protestant Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union and all other similar organizations, the 
Catholic Total Abstinence Union makes much use 
of the absurd claim that temperance is a virtue pe- 
culiar to Christianity. Rev. James M. Cleary, presi- 
dent of this Union, has recently issued a bulletin to 
his fellow workers. He speaks of “Christian so- 
briety,” “the holy cause of Christian sobriety,” and 
bids his brethren be “devotedly Oatholic.” We 


`| should be pleased to know wherein the abstinence 


of a Christian differs in effect from the abstinence 
of a Buddhist or a Freethinker, so far as its result- 
ing sobriety is concerned. But there is a difference 
in some other respects; the Christian who thinks 
temperance is desirable cannot refrain from making 
the false claim that temperance is the result of the 
teachings of Ohristianity and should therefore take 
the name of *Ohristian temperance” or ** Christian 
sobriety.” He ignores the indisputable facts that 
the Bible teaches neither prohibition nor temperance 
and that the nations that hav been afflicted with 
Christianity are among the most intemperate peo- 
ples in the world. When we say that the Bible 
does not teach temperance, we mean, necessarily, 
that the overwhelming preponderance of its testi- 
mony is on the drinking side; a few texts condemn 
the use of wine and strong drink, but only a few, 
either absolutely, or relativly to the number of those 
which directly commend such use or, by their failure 
to condemn when mentioned, imply that it is harm- 
less. 

The Catholic News says, referring to the work 
of the * League of the Sacred Heart ”: 


‘* The aggregation of good works recorded in the Octo- 
ber Messenger as offerings for the intentions recom- 
mended to the League of the Sacred Heart amounted to 
4,698,920. That all these prayers are not without practical 
results, the numerous favors, both spiritual and temporal, 
recorded in thanksgiving, bear elcquent witness. Truly 
‘More things are wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.’ ” 

It would be more accurate to say that all that are 
wrought are wrought in dreams, exceptin so far aa 
the earnest wish back of the prayer spurs the one 
who prays to attempt once again the accomplishment 
of that which he desires, or the prayer (wish) uttered 
aloud has a certain effect upon the human hearer. 
But what shall be said of the church, claiming to 
keep up.with the march of knowledge, that sustains 
an organization within itself through which alone 
nearly 5,000,000 prayers to ghosts and dead men 
are registered in one month? Is not such a church 
a survival from the animistic stage of developement ? 
Is not the superstition fostered by its priests and 
which in turn enriches them, as gross as that of 
the African or Australian savage? All alike pray to 
the dead and to * the sky people,” and the answers 
that the “civilized” devotee receives differ not 
from the answers received by the root digger and 
the tree climber. 

Rev. James Conway, * Assistant Director of the 
Apostleship of Prayer,” tell us that devotion to the 
“sacred heart of Jesus” isnot, “in its widest 


| sense, of modern origin," for it has been practiced 


in all ages by individual members of the church. 
Then he adds: 


“ However, the devotion to the Sacred Heart, in the 
special form in which it is now practiced in the church, 
is decidediy the devotion of the age. By an especial di- 
vine providence it has been revealed and propagated in 
our time, when the love of many has grown cold, in order 
to rekindle in the hearts of men the fire of divine love. At 
first it was a small spark in the heart of a poor, resource- 
less religious ; but by the will of the Divine Master and 
by the co-operation of the Holy Ghost, it became a great 
fire." 


Does not this of itself go far to show that the 
Roman church, instead of trying to lead its people 
out of darkness and malaria on to the sun-kissed, 
wind-swept hights of science and moral health, is 
really striving to guide them into still lower cafions 
of intellectual gloom and ethieal decay? Mr. Con- 
way urges priests to take pains to cultivate this 
Did 


some Optimist say that the warfare with supersti- 
tion is over ? 


ae 
The Convention, and After. 

The Freethinkers’ Annual Congress has come 
and gone. The Secular Union and the Freethought 
Federation hav been combined into one organiza. 
tion, to be called the Secular Union and Free. 
thought Federation. The officers elected for the 
ensuing year are tried and true workers, well wor- 
thy of the confidence and support of the Free- 
thinkers of the whole country. The attendance 
was good, the addresses, readings, and music were 
excellent, there was plenty of enthusiasm and an 
abundance of good fellowship; neither personal 
jealousies nor unreasoning differences of opinion 
disturbed the prevailing harmony, the collections 
and pledges were most gratifying, the resolutions 
adopted are a cohcise summary of the Secular de- 
mands and of the reasons justifying the demands, 
and, in short, the Congress was, in every way, a 
success. l 

It is expected that during the coming year the 
Fleckten school case in Minnesota will be pushed 
to a conclusion, and it is also hoped that Mr. Jacob 
Wise will be rescued from the toils of the Comstock 
law, where he is held for doing in a small way what 
Christians and Ohristian societies are constantly do- 
ing in a large way, that is, disseminating the “word 
of God" through the mails. Theocratic schemes 
at Washington will be watched, Sabbath legislation 
in the states will be antagonized, and the utmost 
possible will be done to educate the American peo- 
ple in the principles of pure secularism, and to 
arouse them to a sense of the great dangers menac- 
ing the liberties of all Freethinkers aud other non- 
Ohristians through the machinations of the Protest- 
ant theocrats, who are preparing the way for “Holy 
Mother Church,” forging the sword of legal church 
authority for her to wield after the secular Consti- 
tution is corrupted and church and state are one in 
the fundamental law and that one the church. The 
extent of this good work must depend upon the 
abundance of the sinews of war that are provided. 
Mr. Putnara and Mr. Reichwald will no doubt soon 
make known in detail the program of labor for the 
immediate future. 

Welcome and success to the reorganized “Secular 
Union and Freethought Federation "! 


LR n Seg ute 

Now and again the sweeping current of theocracy 
strikes a slight obstruction that partly stays its 
course fora moment. The latest that has come. 
under our observation was encountered at Linwood, 
Ohio, where the reciting of the Lord’s Prayer in 
the public school has been stopped. A father took 
his child from the school because of the prayer, 
notified the teacher, and consulted the attorney for 
the schools, who replied “that prayers had been 
eliminated from ihe schools, and that a state law 
forbid anything of a sectarian nature being taught 
in the publie schools." Thisopinion of the attorney 
is in harmony with the decision of the supreme 
court of that state given as long ago as 1872. The 
court held that the Bible is a sectarian book within 
the meaning of the constitution and that Ohristian 
teachings are sectarian teachings. That would of 
course bar the Lord's Prayer and everything of the 
kind. All that Freethinkers in Ohio hav to do with 
regard to religious instruction and ceremonies in 
the public schools is to assert their rights under 
the state constitution, as interpreted by the su- 
preme court. We should like to see the same ques. 
tion raised in-other states now, after twenty-three 
years more of theocratic propaganda. 


** We are no longer pestered by the vicious proposition 
that laws are enacted rather with a view of silencing the 
murmurs of the good than for the purpose of restraining 
the passions of the bad.” 

So says the aristocratic Rev. Dr. Huntington, 
speaking of the Rooseveltian crusade. We presume 
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tliat by the “bad” he means the people who want to 
buy a glass of beer, a dollar, a piece of ice; a pair of 
hose on Sunday, and that by the “good” he means 
the millionaire menibers of his flock and others like 
them, who hav their wine cellars, their well-stocked 
larders, their high-priced chefs, and all the other 
accessories of rich feeding and bibulation, and so 
do not care a cent about open shops on Sunday. 
Then, if they are not satisfied at home, they can 
order their hostlers and coachmen to break the 
Sabbath and take them down to their fashionable 
clubs, where there is more wine and there are more 
cigars and billiard tables and various other stimu- 
lating and amusing and time killing supplies and 
diversions. We should all love the “good” very 
much, for they hav not yet attempted to get a law 
to compel us to go to church on Sunday and other- 
wheres associate intimately with them. 


tarian atteiipt to compel other people to accept 
the “religious customs " of the Puritans. 


pean invaders that try to trampleon our Christian customs, 
sneer at our religious obserYandes, and defile the land 
with the godless festivities of the continental cities,”— 
Rev, Mr. Hodder. N i 

Independent foreigners and nativ-born citizens 
may “sneer” at the religious observances of the 
Ohristians, but that fact should delight the heart of 
the genuin follower of Jesus, for that “teacher” 
told them that they should be blessed when men 
should revile them, and persecute them, and say 
evil things of them falsely for his sake. They 
were told to rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great should be their reward in heaven. It will be 
noticed that this promis was conditional; they 
should rejoice, and they would get this reward 
only when the evil things said of. them were 
false. It may be the realization of this awk- 
ward condition that makes them now so sensitiv 
to ridicule and criticism—what is said of them 
and their “Christian customs” by these beastly 
“ European invaders" is true, and so they are “ re- 
viled" here and hav no hope of any reward in 
heaven. It is too bad. But Mr. Hodder should 
remember that while his superstitions may be 
sneered at by the “godless” he is still at perfect 
liberty to cherish them and perform his various in- 
cantations, while on the other side of the line 
his agents, the law-carpenters, are continually 
building prisons for his “godless” contemners. 
If he chooses, he can meet sneer with sneer, but 
we are at the mercy of the law-men and cannot re- 
tort in kind when the policeman’s club is raised to 
intimidate us into due observance of “Christian 
customs.” 


feat A 

t Never before, I think, has Christendom been so im- 
patient of the things which divide it, and never were the 
hearis of men, at any rate throughout the Anglo-Saxon 
world, so widely or deeply stirred with a desire to be not 
only one of faith, but of one fellowship and one order in 
Jesus Christ."— Bishop Potter, Episcopalian. 

Why are Christians impatient of denominational 
lines? Is it because their faith is growing stronger 
or because it is growing weaker? To an outsider 
it appears that they do not now so much as formerly 
care to subject their creeds to the strain of contro- 
versy. To closely examin the foundations of each 
is a dangerous process in this age of doubt and 
discovery. What shatters the claims of one must 
injuriously affect the claims of all. So it is politic 
to cease emphasizing differences and insist upon 
unities. They hav found that Ohristian blood is 
thicker than Infidel water; that the system is in 
less danger from varying interpretations of texts 
than it is from the criticism that results in the re 
jection of the alleged divinity of the texts. It is 
necessary that they deal less harshly with their 
brethren in order that they may be in a position 
to deal more harshly with the Freethinkers. Hence 
this continually increasing pressure for the reunion 
of Ohristendom. In almost all instances the desire 
for church federation is inspired not by a broaden- 
ing charity for divergent views but by the wish to 
compel the world at large to accept the “ Christian 
Sabbath” and “Christian morality” as a whole. 
Realizing that they cannot hold their own in the 
realm of mind, they turn to the ballot-box as their 
predecessors turned to the kings and popes. To 
use the ballot box effectivly for the extirpation of 
heresy they must be united. 


The exolusion of the paper from the mails in Canada is 
used as an advertisment for the paper both in that coun- 
try andin ourown. The same effect might follow its 
exclusion from the United States mails. It would still 
be published and would probably fatten on the notoriety 
given toitin thia way, if this were all that the civil au- 
thorities would or could do. But this is not all that can 
aud should be done. The law can and should lay its 
strong hand on the publishers and compel them to cease 
sending out the sourrilous and blasphemous sheet which 
destroys the reverence of God, dishonors his laws and 
the laws of the state, and depraves the morals of the 
people. Are there not friends enough of public decency 
and morality in New York to expunge this foul blot 
without delay from the fair name of the Empire state ?— 
Christian Statesman. 


The above gem of charity is the concluding par- 
paragraph of the article reprinted in these columns 
last week—this paragraph being omitted for want 
of room. We presume that Mr. McAllister means 
to say that this paper destroys reverence for God, 
instead of God's reverence, but he does not say 
that. When it is established as a fact that “God” 
has emitted a code of laws it will be time enough 
to talk of the dishonoring of them. As to our dis- 
honoring the laws of the state, we do not see how 
our alleged “blasphemy” can do that so long as 
New York has no blasphemy laws. To dishonor 
the non-existent would be indeed a miracle. Re- 
garding the asserted depravation of the morals of the 
people, we do not understand how telling the truth 
and defending the equal liberties of all the inhabit- 
ants of the country can hav that effect. It is our 
earnest conviction that even “inartistic” ridicule of 
religious absurdities is less demoralizing than cir- 
culating falsehoods about the death beds of Infidels, 
giving currency to fables concerning “judgments 
on blasphemers,” and doubling, quadrupling, and 
sextupling, in summing up, the actual number of 
petitioners for the Sunday closing of fairs or for 
the passage of a national Sunday law. 


Rev. A. W. H. Hodder, of the Sixteenth Street 
Baptist church of this city, speaks right out in 
meeting, and tells us that Sunday should be kept as 
& holy day. He says nothing of the weekly « regt" 
for the rest’s sake, which omission shows that he 
is more honest or.less cautious than his fellow 
ministers and the politicians who are sailing under 
the false colors of the rest and morality dodge. 
The Sunday rest of which he incidentally speaks is 
to be taken so that we may obey God, who *or- 
dained that one day in the week should be set apart 
that man might turn aside from the ordinary affairs 
of the world to perform those duties which he owes 
to his maker.” To this end Sunday laws are to be 
enacted and enforced to compel those who do not 
voluntarily perform this religious duty to do so in 
order to escape judicial robbery and imprisonment. 
Of course this is union of church and state and noth- 
ing else. Mr. Hodder says that “a powerful and gi- 
gantic foa, imported from other lands,” * would de- 
stroy the holy observance of our Ohristian duty.” 
Such a statement is sadly lacking in candor. The 
minister knows that nothing can destroy the “ holy 
observance” of his “Christian duty " but his individ- 
ual failure to perform that duty. Sunday will be 
observed by those who hay the requisit faith and 
whose inclinations do not prove too strong for their 
sense of duty. Mr. Hodder has perfect liberty to 
observe “the Sabbath.” But what he wants is the 
power. to compel everybody else to observe it. 


nu TL Sa on cor NR 

The Catholic Review, commenting on the dis- 
cussion between Cesare Lombroso and Max Nordau 
as to the propriety of including Wagner and Bolstoy 
among the “ decadents,” as Nordau has done, says 
that they agree that the “ predominant symptom of 
modern vice is egotism, or megalomaria.” As these 
writers are Agnostics, it asserts, they should be 
able to see that the real cause of all these ills is the 
departure from Catholic Christianity, for while the 
latter teaches the supreme duty of loving God 


Catholicism weakens and destroys the effect of this 
teaching. It continues: : PT uS T 


Hence his demand for Sunday laws. No one has 
asked him to “throw our religious customs over- 
board." The strife has grown out of the Sabba- 


- a —À 
t The American Sabbath is threatened by the Euro- 


above all things and our neighbor as ourself, anti- 


** This fact is apparent when one visits the crowded and 


‘miserable slums of our great cities ani reflects that a 


larga proportion of the misery an 1 crime that are ri'e 
there would not exist only for the cold-blooied selfish- 
ness of persons, many of whom deem themselvs to be - 
good Christians, who liv in luxury in the same cities, de- 
riving a considerable portion of their worldly means from 
conditions that are dependent on wretchedness and vice. 
This is because the religious spirit of the times, begot- 
ten of the schisms that hav rent Christianity into shreds, 
has taught men that their chief aim should be comfort 
and pleasure, and so widely has this teaching been success- . 
ful that even the mass of thos» who profess to believe in 
Christ are, more or less unconsciously, impelled by it, 
What the world needs for its rehabilitatiou is the resusci- 
tation of the generous, chivalrous, self-denying spirit 
that is essential to the really Christian life.” 

One unfamiliar with the history of the past, 
reading the foregoing, would naturally conclude 
that “crowded and miserable slums” side by side 
with careless and selfish wealth had not been known 
in Christendom before schisms had “rent Chris- 
tianity into shreds.’ The church no less than the 
state, in the ages when the church was one, derived 
no inconsiderable portion of its “worldly means 
from conditions that [were] dependent on wretch- 
edness and vice.” Its prelates and its popes lived 
in luxury, while the masses fared on crusts and 
were housed in hovels. In those days the church 
could make its chattels believe that some were 
destined by God to be rich and to rule, while the 
many were to be rewarded in heaven if they sub- 
mitted uncomplainingly to the sufferings insepara- 
ble from the conditions by which it had pleased 
God to surround them in this world. The same 
gospel of classes is propagated now, as witness the 
sermon recently preached in Richmond by Arch- 
bishop Janssens of New Orleans, but the spread of 
intelligence causes much of this seed of error to fall 
on soil in which it cannot germinate. Men se 
that those who preach most loudly the duty of self- 
sacrifice are the very ones, as a rule, who repudiate 
the principles of equal justice and liberty, through 
the application of which alone will it be possible 
to reduce poverty and vice to the minimum. Men 
see the church covetously seize the scanty earnings 
of the poor to use in the erection of million and 
ten-million dollar temples of superstition, and then 
turn about and double-tax the homes of the labor- 
ers to pay the taxes on these costly edifices wherein 
are set up the idols of medievalism. Only when all 
men become wise enough to intelligently seek their 
own pleasure and comfort here on this earth will 
the race fairly start on the forward march. Oharity 
is a mere stop-gap, a temporary binding of the 
wound, a transient shelter. As an individual 
manifestation of sympathy it has its place, but as 
an organized substitute for opportunity and equity 
it is the curse of the world. 


a eee 
God Save Canada. 

We hav received a circular from a publisher of Infidel 
books in the United States complaining that his blas- 
phemous publications, including a comic history of the 
Bible and a paper which contains caricature pictures of 
our Blessed Lord, are refused transmission in our Cana- 
dian mails. He complains bitterly of the tyranny of the 
Canadian government and seeks to enlist the aid of 
Canadian editors in denouncing this ‘‘ bigotry.” 

This Infidel editor asks too mach. The Canadian postal 
department is run at a large annual loss in order to sup- 
ply all parts of our vast country with cheap postal facili- 
ties, with a distribution of that great modern educator, 
the newspaper. It never was designed to the be.the vehicle 
for spreading broadcast over the land the indecencies, ob- 
scenities, and blasphemies which characterize the satanic 
press of the United States. While that country has some 
of the noblest papers in the world it has also some of the 
vilest. 

The man who would scatter the contagion of smallpox 
or cholera in the mail would be regarded as the vilest of 
felons. But hiscrime would be white compared with 
that of the man who would diffuse the moral pestilence 
against which Anthony Comstock is waging such a pro- 
longed and successful war. We establish a quarantine 
against smallpox and cholera, but much more necessary 
is it to safeguard our young country from the con- 
tagion of moral pestilence. 

We congratulate the Dominion of Canada on the purity. 
of its press, Its editors and publishers sedulously exclude 
from the printed page anything that would briug a blush to 
the cheek of innocence or besmirch the young mind. And 
well they may. Theirs is a great privilege and a great 
responsibility. The press finds welcome admission to all 
of our homes and exerts an influence not less, we judge, 
but more potent than that of a teacher or preacher. God 
forbid that it should be perverted to inculcate Infidelity 
and vice. . : 

We rejoice that the vast preponderance of Canadians— 
Catholics and Protestante alike—whether Grit or Tory, 
will support the government of the day in refusing to be- 
come the partners in orime of the infamous publishers of 
infamous papers in the diffusion of their vicious teach- 
ings—Onward, ``- > ] BE 14 es a 
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The Old Story in Plain English, with Notes and 
Comments. 
; It. 

When the wager of law was in vogue, if a certain 
number of witnesses would swear that they be- 
lieved that the accused was innocent he was ae- 
quitted. These witnesses must be sworn in the 
most sacred places and in the most solemn manner. 
It was believed, when men were sworn in such 
sacred places and solemn manner, and in the pres- 


ence of Almighty God, who took cognizance of all} g 


the actions of men, that the great autocrat of the up- 
per world would come down upon him with his great 
calamity hammer and grind him to powder if he 
swore falsely. There are numerous accounts of men 
who had testified falsely being struck dead on the 
spot. Notwithstanding all of these solemn and pre- 
cautionary measures the courts were the most unre- 
liable of any known in history. The courts swarmed 
with sanctimonious scoundrels who would swear 
away a man’s life with as little compunction as a 
terrier would manifest in shaking a rat. Ecclesias- 
tics almost invariably escaped justice. All of this 
holy mummery has nothing to do with a man’s moral 
character. The more of this holy slush the people 
hav imbibed, the lower their standard of morals has 
been. When a man is made to kiss an old 
greasy book in order to lasso his honesty, it looks 
to me like inculeating morals by injection. I hav 
been present when hundreds of witnesses were sworn, 
and as far as my acquaintance goes the men who re- 
fused to be put through the holy gospel process were 
the men in whom I had the greater confidence, and 
I cannot call to mind an instance where a man 
whose morals were shaky refused to kiss the old 
book of spooks and ghosts. A man who will bear 
false witness, to injure one man or to favor an- 
other, is not trustworthy, and all the books, holy or 
unholy, will not transform him into an honest man. 

A high state of civilization is reached only by 
slow degrees, and church dogmas hav never served 
as stepping-stones, but hav had a tendency to fill 
men with hellish hate and slavish superstition which 
hav only impeded their progress. Wherever the 
people hav most trusted in God, there has been 
found the lowest state of morals. 

Under the wager of battle they settled all dis- 
putes, claims, and criminal complaints by battle, 
fully believing that God would uphold the right. 
But God had no more to do with these battles than 
he has with a drunken row on the street. Another 
case where faith in God brutalizes men. 

At another time every claim and accusation was 
settled by ordeal. There was the ordeal of boiling 
water or oil, from which the accused must fish a 
small stone or ring, under the firm belief that in 
every instance God would protect the innocent. 
There is one case, as well authenticated as any of 
the holy happenings, in which the accused held his 
arm up to his elbow for two hours in a boiling 
cauldron of water without injury. Teach a man 
from youth that God protected the three Hebrew 
children in the fiery furnace, and then it is easy to 
cram such nonsensical drivel down his throat. 

There was also the ordeal of red-hot iron. It was 
believed that if the accused was innocent God 
would enable him to walk over red-hot plowshares, 
or carry red-hot irons in his hands, without injury. 
According to the statements, this feat has been per- 
formed hundreds of times without harm. If any 
one can tell how the people were imposed upon in 
regard to such statements, he can tell how the 
people were imposed upon in regard to the mira- 
cles of the Bible. 

Then there was the ordeal of fire. direct. Some- 
times the hand of the accused was held in a flame. 
Sometimes huge pyres were built, and the one on 
trial must walk through the flames. It is stated 
that a monk walked between two piles of blazing 
wood, ten feet long, five feet high, and four and a 
half feet wide—the passage between them being 
six feet wide—and he walked through over glow- 
ing coals bare-legged and bare-footed without 
singeing the hair on his legs. Then he desired to 
return, but was prevented by the admiring crowd. 
Make a man believe that he is a special favorit of 
heaven and he is unfitted to associate with men on 
the earth. 

Next comes the ordeal of cold water, into which 
the accused was thrown to test his or her innocence 
or guilt. If guilty, it was believed that God would 
not suffer the pure water to receive him, and he 
would float. No doubt God had as much to do 
with the water as he does with the water when a 
fool minister plunges a lot of other fools under 
water when the mercury is below zero. If you want 
to produce a lot of high-pressure fools, stuff them 
with theological notions. . 

Then there was the trial by balance, by which the 
guilt or innocence of the accused was determined 
by weight. This mode of trial was more particu- 
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larly applied to witches and sorcerers. The one 
suspected of being a witch was put upon the scale 
and weighed, and after a little time was weighed 
again. If guilty, the accused would not weigh as 
much as when weighed before. Sometimes a Bible 
was put at the opposit end of the scale beam, and 
if guilty the Bible would outweigh the witeb. Of 
course God would not allow his holy book to be 
outweighed by & witch. Thus it will be seen that 
the more they trusted in God the bigger fools they 
rew. 

The ordeal of the cross was often resorted to. The 
two contending parties were made to face a cross 
or crucifix, with arms extended like a cross. The 
one who could hold out the longer was adjudged to 
hay justice on his side. All will see that this was 
simply a test of physical endurance and determined 
nothing in regard to justice. But they believed 
that they were serving God, and, as we know to-day, 
the more they tried to serve God the more they 
outraged justice and humanity. Through all the 
Christian ages, the more the fool Christians hav 
tried to do for God, the more they hav neglected the 
real interests of their fellow-man. 

Besides these there was the ordeal of bread and 
cheese, and the ordeal of the eucharist, and the 
ordeal of Lot, and perhaps some other ordeals 
which I know not of and which should never hav 
been known to anybody. 

There were religious ceremonies connected with 
these ordeals, some of which would prove interest- 
ing, but they are too long to be written out. A 
piece of bread or cheese was prayed over and blessed 
and the culprit was compelled to eat it in the pres- 
ence of a gaping multitude who believed that if he 
was innocent he could eat the consecrated bread or 
cheese as he would ordinarily do, but if guilty, God, 
who was supposed to giv attention to all of these 
little matters, would cause the consecrated bit to 
stick in his throat and choke him. When we un- 
derstand the minds of the people these things are not 
strange. When once a man comes to believe that 
God has to do with all the concerns of men, and 
that with him all things are possible, he can be 
stuffed with any kind of absurdity, if * God ” is on 
the label. 

The Christian superstition known as the Bier Right 
ought to be noticed in this connection. If a person 
was murdered it was believed by the god-crammed 
imbecils that if the murderer touched the dead 
body of the murdered it would bleed. Sometimes 
hundreds were marched by and made to touch the 
dead body in order to detect the murderer by the 
blood which would flow. Thestory is well authenti- 
cated that a man was murdered and thrown into 
the river, and that one of his bones was washed 
ashore, and even the old bone bled when touched 
by the murderer. 

I hav only hinted at these tricks and ordeals; 
a full account would fill a volume; and yet I 
am afraid that even the brief allusion which I hav 
given to them will be considered tedious, but I 
wanted the readers of Tur TaoTH Szrxer to know 
something about the Ohristian jurisprudence when 
God presided over and ruled the courts. 

Some may think that the statements in regard to 
these trials are beyond the facts, and fictitious. Let 
me assure the reader that they are far short of the 
facis; and I would say that if we had lived in those 
times we should hav been concerned in and ap- 
proved of those trials; and further that if Ohris- 
tianity were left unrestrained it would return to its 
old usages as naturally as water runs down hill, and 
I will prove it. Every Ohristian believes in a god 
who is all-powerful and all-wise, that he cannot do 
wrong, that he is interested in and directs the af- 
fairs of men, and that he is always on the side of 
justice. A Ohristian cannot be found who will deny 
either of the above propositions. If he does, he is 
not a Christian. i 

Now, when we come to understand how a Chris- 
tian would naturally be affected by these beliefs we 
hav the key to the philosophy applicable to the 
Christian courts and ordeals. If God is all-wise he 
can see the right, if he is all-powerful he can do 
right. If God cannot do wrong and directs the af- 
fairs of men he will direct them right. If God is 
on the side of justice, justice must prevail. 

If two men should step into the arena to-day to 
settle a dispute with swords or guns, we would say 
the most dextrous would win, but not so then. 
They believed that God was on the side of justice 
and would uphold the right. Ifa man was put to 
trial by the ordeal of fire or boiling water they be- 
lieved that God would protect the innocent, and 
allow only the guilty to suffer. 

Why did these beliefs cause the Christians to run 
into such absurd and barbaric practices? Simply be- 
cause there is not one of the propositions which I 
hav stated and by which they were governed, true. 

(To BE coNTINUED.] Jonn Peor. 
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Rome or Reason: Which ? 


Address by Samuel P. Potnam at the Opening Session of 
the Froethinkers' National Congress, Hardman?s 
Hall, New York, Friday, October 25, 1895. 

Cardinal Manning was one of the shrewdest and 
most potent representativs of the Ohurch of Rome 
in this century. He was the incarnation of its 
principles and its authority, of its supreme ambition 
and unfaltering hope. The Church of Rome de. 
sires and aims to be the one commanding power 
upon this planet. It allows no rival. It will brook 
no opposition. Subtly, persistently, comprehensively 
it pursues its determined course. It accommodates 
itself to civilization for no other purpose than to 
subdue that civilization. It is a vast conspiracy 
against human liberty, human knowledge, and 
human progress. It is like an invisible wild 
beast, forever crouching and forever ready to 
spring. It is the darkest, the most dan- 
gerous, the most stupendous inheritance of the 
ages, a perpetual menace from the superstitions of 
the past to every achievement of the untrammeled 
mind. 

Rome is a wily power. It clothes itself in the 
dazzling garb of philosophy, and would be eloquent, 
artistic, poetic. It would ally itself with reform 
and education. It professes to be the poor man’s 
friend. It adorns its pathway with flowers. Rome 
is no fool. It understands the world with which it 
deals. It uses ignorance, but it also uses wisdom. 
It enlists every intellectual power of which it is 
capable. It excludes nothing. It seeks universal 
empire by every potency of human heart or brain. 

It won’t do to say that Rome is merely a mass of 
prejudice, ignorance, and superstition, which civili- 
zation will surely sweep away. Rome is all this, 
but so admirably organized, so wonderfully en- 
dowed, that prejudice, ignorance, and superstition 
actually use art, philosophy, poetry, and the tri- 
umphs of human genius for its enduring sway, and 
enthral humanity by the most noble powers of the 
mind. 

Rome builds deep. It is no süperficial structure. 
To argue against Home requires the widest range 
of thought, the most skillful perception. Rome en- 
trenches itself in every conceivable strategy of the 
reason. It bristles with logic. It fights not siinply 
with the sword, but with keen and brilliant dialectic 
weapons, for it seeks so to dominate that it would 
make all men willing slaves to its enormous author- 
ity. It is so greedy in its pursuit of power that it 
would reign in every province of man’s mental do- 
main. It would convince every one by the action 
of his own reason that he ought to be the most 
abject of slaves. By one’s own will Rome would 
annihilate his liberty. What an all-comprehensive 
tyranny it aspires to be! ‘fo overthrow Rome re- 
quires the most radical and courageous exercise of 
the mental faculties. We are not contending against 
brute force as brute force, but brute force equipped 
with the strength and grace of genius itself. 

This subtle, intellectual method of Rome, using 
intellect for its own dethronement, is well illus- 
trated in an article by Oardinal Manning in the 
Nineteenth Century entitled “Without God, No 
Commonwealth," from which I will give a few ex- 
tracts to demonstrate my argument. 

“I will set down,” says the cardinal, “as briefly 
as I can the meaning and reasons for the proposi- 
tion I here affirm, namely, that the social and civil 
commonwealth of mankind had its origin, and still 
has its perpetuity, in the knowledge of God, and in 
obedience to him springing from that knowledge, 
so that without God no commonwealth is possible. It 
therefore follows that the theory now so commonly 
accepted, that between church and state there ought 
to be no union; that the state in its origin and 
action is secular, and that religion must be left to 
individuals, cannot stand ” 

It will be seen that in his fundamental premise 
the cardinal opposes himself directly to Free- 
thought and Secular principles, to the Constitution 
of the United States and the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. In the Oonstitution there is no recog- 
nition whatever of God, even by name; and while 
his name isin the Declaration it is merely a name 
without authority, for it is affirmed that “ govern- 
ments derive their just powers from the consent of 
ihe governed." 

Radieal and far-reaching, therefore, is the oppo- 
sition of Rome to republican liberty. 

* There are three imperishable relations in human 
life," continues the cardinal, “authority, obedience, 
brotherhood; and these relations are not the result 
of original compact, or of enactments of men, but 
are inseparable from the order of human life. 
Authority, obedience, and brotherhood are the 
three ultimate and all-sufficing laws of the human 
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commonwealth. , Equality, liberty, and fraternity 
are the parody and perversion of this divine order.” 

The issue is thus distinctly stated as between 
Rome and Reason. | FED 

With Rome it is authority, obedience, and 
brotherhood based upon obedience and authority; 
with Reason it is liberty, equality, and fraternity 
based upon the principles of universal human nat- 
ure. We accept the gatintlet thrown down by the 
cardinal ; it is liberty, equality, and true fraternity 
against authority, obedience, and a false brother- 
hood, the child of theology, which at the bidding of 
the chiirch has dřawn the sword and slain millions 
of the human race. The brotherhood of the church 
has not one particle of common humanity to il. 
uminate its cruel bigotry. The “brotherhood” is 
simply the unity of the slaves of Rome against 
human rights, human liberty, and human progress. 

Upon our banners shall forever blaze the noble 
words, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. From 
the point of view of Cardinal Manning, in the 
bosom of the church of Rome, these are a “ parody 
and & perversion.” From our point of view, the 
free and cultured reason of humanity, they are the 
most inspiring truths and grandest hopes in the 
long and toilsome march from barbarism to civil- 
ization. The music of these words will never cease 
es long as man has a heart of love and a brain of 

re. 

Again says the cardinal: “There can only be 
conceived two fountains of law. It springs either 
Írom the will of God, or the will of man." 

Observe the deep cunning and sophistry of the 
advocate of Rome. He would have only two alter- 
natives for the “fountains of law," the “will of 
God” and “the will of man.” Granting that there 
are “fountains of law,” there is a third alternative: 
eternal nature itself, of which God and man are 
simply evolutions. But according to reason and 
science there are no ‘fountains of law,” in the 
sense that there are beginnings to law. Law or 
method is co-eternal with existence itself. Given 
existence, there is law, God or no God, man or no 
man. If existence is unbeginning and unending, so 
law, or the mode of existence, is unbeginning and 
unending. There can be no existence without & 
mode or law. It is absurd, therefore, to talk of the 
“fountains of law.” There are none anywhere in 
the universe. Is there any “fountain” to the “law 
of gravitation,” that is, was there ever a time when 
the law of gravitation did not exist? Was there 
ever a time when two and two did not make four? 
when the square of the hypothenuse was not equal 
to the sum of the squares of the other two sides of 
a right-angled triangle? Was there ever a time 
when two parallel lines on the same plane would 
meet? Was there ever a time when the whole was 
not greater than a part? God, if there is one, can 
only express & law, like man himself. He can 
neither make nor unmake a law. He must obey the 
law, or the law will unmake him. God exists, if at 
all, according to law, and without law God is not. 
There may be “ fountains” or “causes” of events, 
. but not of the law by which the event occurs. The 
« fountains” and the “causes” are the results of 
the law, its consequence, and not its antecedent. 
Law attends all events, like being itself, and being 
cannot create law, for there can be no being with- 
out a way or method of being, and law is the 
method of being, and necessarily must be un- 
created. How closely we must follow the cardi- 
nal. We must watch him at every step. Give him 
« fountains of law " and he slips airily away into the 
« will of God” as the “fountain” of all; but deny, 
as scientifically we must, his “ fountain of law,” and 
he is stuck in the mud of his own creation. He 
can no farther go. 

He makes a struggle, though. He says, * To- 
ward those who deny the existence of & Creator, 
I have no farther duty until they have made 
up their mind to say whether mankind is ere- 
ated, uncreated, or self-created.” What a play 
upon words is this! How utterly meaningless is 
ihe cardinal's proposition when analyzed. He 
thinks he has the unbeliever in a logical dilemma. 
Tt is nothing of the sort. The cardinal is simply 
floundering in a mass of words without ideas. 
Creation is not a word of reason or science. It 
is so many letters and that is all. It covers an 
intellectual blank. In answer to the cardinal, we 
say, man is neither created, uncreated, nor self-cre- 
ated. He is evolved, and all that is in man to-day 
existed without beginning in the eternal forces of 
nature. The word evolution covers the whole 
ground, and totally ex-ludes creation, or any ref- 
erence to it. We might as well talk of man asa 
“vacuum” as to talk of him as a “ creation.” 

Farther along the cardinal gives himself dead 
away. He says: “And now I am prepared to hear 
an objector say * You are assuming the existence of 
Jaw, of nature and God.’ I do assume these truths.” 


_ THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


‘The cardinal admits that God is an assumption, 
which is very true, and therefore at the root of his 
“law,” his “nature,” his “ divine order,” his church, 
is an assumption. The cardinal is forced to this. 
He must confess that the whole fabric of his the- 
ology, of his revelation, of his authority, is an as- 
sumption, and man is called upon to obey an 
assumption, to worship an assumption, to build 
temples to an assumption, to give millions of dol- 
lars for the glory of an assumption. He must perse- 
cute heretics for the honor of an assumption. He 
must imprison, burn, slay at the command of an 
assumption. His reason and conscience must be 
subordinate to an assumption. The state must be 
under the rule of an assumption. God is an assump- 
tion, ds the Gardinal truly says, but this assumption 
is so interwoven with man's selfishness and greed, 
and savagery, and ighorancé, that it has become a 
most disastrous sssumptión, and a very real evil in 
human history. Rome is based upon an assump- 
tion, but not the less terrible is its despotism. 

Cardinal Manning affirms that both church and 
state are of divine origin, and that obedience is 
due to each. His words are: “The Christian law 
says to children ‘Obey your parents,’ and to sub- 
jects, ‘Let every soul be subject to the higher 
powers, for there is no power but from God’” 

The state, therefore, is to be obeyed, no matter 
what its character. It is the representative of God. 
Christians, therefore, are bound to respect it, no 
matter how bad its laws. The Church of Rome is 
not alone in this affirmation, for John Wesley, a 
faithful Christian, upheld the infamous government 
of George III. and condemned the American Revo- 
lution as contrary to the commands of the Bible. 
Of course that is the logic of it. If the powers that 
be are ordained of God, then we must submit; if 
we believe in God, we must bend the knee to whom- 
soever holds the authority. Not only does Rome 
insist upon its own authority, but upon the au- 
thority of every tyrant, of every unjust legislation, 
of every corrupt government. To maintain its own 
prestige. Rome clothes with the same divine prestige 
every government ever instituted by human society, 
whatever its vices and crimes may be. 

Freethought and reason maintain the contrary; 
that governments are made by the people, for the 
benefit of the people, and when they do not benefit 
the people, they are to be abolished. The govern- 
ment is subordinate to the people, an instrumen- 
tality in the hands of the people for certain purposes. 
The people make it, and they can unmake it at any 
time, without any consultation with God, church, 
Bible, or pope. 

If the state is divine. then of course it has the 
right to persecute, and Cardinal Manning acknowl- 
edges this. He says that in the first period of the 
church it was an illegal society, and its religion an 
illegal religion, “and if its religion had not been 
the revelation of truth it ought not to hav been 
practiced.” The state, therefore, has aright to per- 
secute a false religion, according to the cardinal ; 
which position is opposed to Freethought and 
reason, for the state has no right to persecute any 
religion, false or otherwise. As Ingersoll says, 
every man has a right to think wrong. If he has 
not this right, he has no rights at all. If one’s 
rights cease the moment he is mistaken, of what 
value are his rights? The right to think at all im- 
plies the right to think in every direction, right or 
wrong. 

The right to persecute a false religion implies 
the right to persecute all religions, for who is to 
decide as to the true religion ?—the majority; and 
it comes to this by necessity, that the true religion 
is what the majority approve, and the false religion 
is what the majority condemn. If you grant the 
state any religious function whatsoever, you must 
grant it the right to decide what is true and false 
in religion; and if it has the right to persecute, it 


has the right to decide upon whom that persecution | 


shall be inflicted. 

From his point of view Cardinal Manning de- 
scribes the awful consequences of an Agnostic or 
Secular parliament. ‘ What,” he cries, “ would re- 
strain such a legislature from abolishing the legal 
observance of Christmas, of Good Friday, and of the 
Sunday? Why should not such a legislature abol- 
ish all oaths of every kind? Why should not such 
a parliament abolish chaplains and cease to take its 
seat at prayers? Why not hold morning sittings 
on Sunday, and general elections of Sunday, and 
throw open, not museums only, but theaters, on 
Sunday? Why should it not abolish all laws 
against blasphemy ?” 

These results, which seem so abhorrent to Cardi- 
nal Manning, are most devoutly wished for by the 
reasonable and freethinking man. 

Cardinal Manning wrote this article in opposi- 
tion to Charles Bradlaugh. He was one of the 
most bitter opponents of the great Freethinker in 
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the House of Commons, and Bradlaugh scored him 


with fiery eloquence. In the same way the church 
once opposed the rights of the Jew. In the early 
days of Disraeli he was scorned as of this race. 
He answered back to his tormentors: «I am proud . 
io bea Jew, for one-half of Christendom worships . 
& Jew and the other half worships his mother." 
The Jew has triumphed and so has Bradlaugh tri- 
umphed over the assumptions and tyranny of the 
church of Rome. Cardinal Manning could not 
stem the tide of progress. He has, however, 
shown the unchangeable barbarism and supersti- 
tion of his own church. Rome does not alter. 
What it was in the Middle Ages it is to-day. Car- 
dinal Manning is, perhaps, its most famous and 
accredited representative in these modern times. 
Cardinal Manning, who cultivates art, science, phi-: 
losophy, philanthropy, charity, and all the graces of 
an educated people, he is the devotee and defender 
of Rome—he still affirms the union of church and 
state and the authority of Rome. He flouts at 
liberty, equality, and fraternity. He admits that 
God is an assumption, but we must obey him with- 
out question. He declares the divine right of 
kings and the sinfulness of rebellion against the 
higher powers. He justifies persecution on the 
ground that no one has a right to practice a false 
religion. He would maintain the cruel Jaws of the 
past against blasphemy. He would enforce the 
observance of Christmas, Good Friday, and Sun- 
day. He sets himself directly in opposition to the 
rights of free reason. Rome has not surrendered 
a single claim. It grows wise with the ages, but. 
gains not a single virtue or trait of justice or spark 
of liberty. . Our warfare with Rome is to the death. 
It cannot be otherwise. 

Rome trembles before the statue of Bruno. Well 
it may, for the martyrs of the past will be the con- 
querors of the future. ü 

Having demonstrated by its own ablest defender 
what Rome is to-day, the question arises as to 
the relation of Rome to the state, according to its 
own creeds. It affirms that the state is a divine 
Society or organization and that they necessarily 
co-operate. But suppose they do not co-operate ; 
suppose these two “divine authorities” do not 
agree? Will they agree to disagree as of equal 
authority, or must the one succumb to the other, 
so that really after all there is but one divine author- 
ity? There is no question as to the claim of Rome. 
It arrogates the right to overthrow the author- 
ity of the state itself when that authority opposes 
its own. The church as a church can oppose any 
government and command its members to do the 
same. .The union of church and state is not an 
equal union; but a union where the state, although 
of divine authority, is in absolute subjection to the 
demands of Rome. In order to maintain my argu- 
ment I will quote from the leaders and documents 
of the church to show its treatment, not only of 
heretics, but of the state itself. 

From Dr. Strong’s book, “ Our Country,” the fol- 
lowing selections are made : 

Bishop O’Connor says: “Religious liberty is 
merely endured until the opposite is carried into ef- 
fect, without peril to the Catholic world.” 

The Catholic Review says: “Protestantism of 
every form has not and never can have any right 
where Catholicity is triumphant.” 

The archbishop of St. Louis says: “ Heresy and 
unbelief are crimes and in Christian countries, as in 
Italy and Spain, for instance, where all the people 
are Catholics, and where the Catholic religion is an 
essential part of the law of the land, they are pun- 
ished as other crimes.” 

The Boston Pilot says: * No good government 
can exist without religion, and there can be no re- 
ligion without an inquisition which is wisely de- 
signed for the promotion and protection of the true 
faith." 

The Lambier, a Catholic paper of London, says: 
« Religious liberty, in the sense of a liberty pos- 
sessed by every man to choose his religion, is one of 
the most wicked. delusions ever foisted upon tHis 
age by the father of all deceit. The very name of 
Liberty—except in the sense of a permission to do 
certain acts—ought to be banished from the domain 
of religion. It is neither more nor less than false- 
hood. No man has aright to choose his religion. 
None but an Atheist can uphold the principles of 
religious liberty. Shall I foster that damnable doc- 
trine that Socinianism and Calvinism and Anglicism 
and Judaism are not every one of them mortal 
sins, like murder and adultery? Shall I hold out 
hopes to my erring Protestant brother, that I will 
not meddle with his creed if he will not meddle 
with mine? ShallI tempt him to forget that he 
has no more right to his religious views than he has 
to my purse, to my house, to my life-blood? ‘No, 
Catholicism is the most intolerant of creeds. It is 
intolerance itself, for it is the truth itself.” 
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The St. Louis Shepherd of the Valley says: 
** The Catholic who says the church is not intoler- 
ant belies the sacred spouse of Christ." 

Every cardinal, archbishop and bishop in the 
Catholic church take an oath of allegiance to the 
pope, in which occur the following words: “ Here- 
tics, schismatics, and rebels to our said Lord (the 
Pope) or his aforesaid successors, I will to my ut- 
most persecute and oppose.” 

The pope’s encyclical letter declares: “The 
Romish church has a right to exercise its authority 
without any limits set to it by the civil power. 
The pope and the priests ought to have dominion 
over temporal affairs. The Romish church and her 
ecclesiastics have a right to immunity from civil 
law. In case of conflict between the ecclesiastical 
and civil powers, the ecclesiastical power ought to 
prevail.” 

Gladstone says: “The pope demands for himself 
the right to determine the province of his own 
rights, and has so defined it in formal documents 
as to warrant any and every invasion of the civil 
sphere. Rome requires a convert who joins her to 
forfeit his moral and mental freedom, and place his 
loyalty and civil duty at the mercy of another.” 

Says Bismarck in a speech, April 16, 1875: “ This 
pope, this foreigner, this Italian, is more powerful 
in this country than any one person, not excepting 
even the king. And now, please, consider what 
this foreigner has announced as the program by 
which he rules in Prussia and elsewhere. He be- 
gins by arrogating to himself the right to define 
how far his authority extends. And this pope, who 
would use fire and sword against us, if he had the 
power to do so, who would confiscate our property 
and not spare our lives, expects us to allow him full, 
uncontrolled sway in our midst.” 

Bishop Gilmore, March, 1873: “Nationalities 
must be subordinate to religion, and must learn 
that we are Catholics first and citizens next.” 

Cardinal McCloskey: “They [the Catholics of the 
United States] are as strongly devoted to the sus- 
tenance and maintenance of the temporal power of 
the holy father, as Catholics, in any part of the 
world, and if it shall be necessary to prove it by acts, 
they are ready to do so.” 

Cardinal Manning, in a sermon, puts the follow- 
ing sentences in the mouth of the pope: “I ac- 
knowledge no civil power. Iam the subject of no 
prince, and I claim more than this. I claim to be 
the supreme judge and director of the consciences 
of men; of the peasant that tills the fields, and of 
the prince that sits upon the throne; of the house- 
hold that livs in the shaded privacy, and the legis- 
lator that makes laws of kingdoms. I am the sole 
last supreme judge of what is right and wrong.” 
Again he says: “ Moreover, we declare, affirm, de- 
fine, and pronounce it necessary to salvation for 
every human creature to be subject to the Roman 
pontiff.” 

Cardinal Ballarmine teaches: “If the pope 
should err by enjoining vices or forbidding virtues, 
the church would be obliged to believe vices to be 
good, and virtues to be bad.” 

Having shown that Rome claims universal domin- 
ion, and purposes to attain this by every means in 
its power, not only by the persecution of the indi- 
vidual heretic, but even by the destruction of gov- 
ernments if need be, the final question arises, How 
are we to meet these mighty claims of Rome? 
With what forces are we to antagonize its enormous 
power? There are only two, Protestantism and 
Freethought. . 

Protestantism has made a mighty onset against 
Rome, and for a time was successful. But Prot- 
estantism has become a creed and church like 
Rome, and as such it cannot contend against the 
more ancient ecclesiastical power. Protestantism 
is founded upon the infallibility of the Bible, Rome 
upon the infallibility of the church. Rome has a 


much stronger foundation in history and logic, and, 


in human nature itself. 

Overthrow the infallibility of the Bible, and the 
Protestant church has no foundation. Its corner- 
stone is removed and it tumbles to pieces. The in. 
fallibility of the Bible is overthrown today by 
Christian scholars themselvs. There is no longer 
any hope for this doctrin among enlightened be. 
lievers. Rome, therefore, has an immense advan- 
tage over Protestants, for to destroy the infallibil- 
ity of the Bible is not necessarily to destroy the 
infallibility of the church, since the latter infalli- 
bility is not based upon the former. Rome is not 
built upon the Bible as a book, but upon a direct 
supernatural intervention of divine energy and 
will; and the Bible is simply a record of this trans- 
action. The transaction itself in its origin is inde- 
pendent of the Bible. The Bible, history, tradition, 
and the existence of the church itself to-day in its 
pomp and power and venerable glory, are the tes- 
timonies to this transaction. The church of Rome 
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does not need an infallible Bible. No matter how 
the Bible is regarded by modern criticism, whether 
as a fallible or infallible record, this does not touch 
the infallibility of the church itself, which has its 
foundation in the act of God, and not in any his- 
tory of that act in Bible or tradition. Therefore, 
Rome is not involved in the same ruin with Prot- 
estantism, because its fortunes are not dependent 
upon the fortunes of the Bible. Bound up with 
the infallibility of the Bible, when that infalli- 
bility is swept away by modern thought, Prot- 
estantism becomes a dissolving view; while the 
rock of Rome’s infallibility is untouched. The au- 
thority of the church, a vast, living, magnificent, 
and potent otganization, must be overthrown by 
other means than those that destroy the infallibil- 
ity of a book. 

You cannot appeal from infallibility to infallibil- 
ity. You cannot overthrow the church of Rome by 
any Protestant Bible. Use the Bible as you will, 
you cannot fatally injure this gigantic institution, 
for the church of Rome is not founded upon the 
Bible, but the Bible upon that. 

There is only one appeal against the tyranny, in- 
tellectual, spiritual, and political, of Rome, and 
that appeal is to the free human reason itself, un- 
trammeled by any Bible, any creed, or any priest- 
hood. Protestantism will be shivered to pieces in 
this great contest. It will either fall into the bosom 
of Rome, or sweep onward into Freethought. 
Into Rome will finally be gathered every form of 
despotism, ignorance, superstition, and dogmatism. 
Against it will be arrayed the science of the world, 
the principles of the Declaration of Independence, 
and every aspiration for human freedom and 
progress. It is Rome or Reason. Every indi- 
vidual must choose. Every nation must choose. 
There is no middle ground. There can be 
no compromise. Rome claims all. Against this, 
reason must maintain its supremacy. With Rome 
it is slavery, retrogression, ignorance, prejudice, 
superstition, and barbarism, whatever may be the 
outward attraction. Science, philosophy, art, liter- 
ature, must bend the knee to Rome or cease to 
flourish. With reason, it is human happiness and 
human improvement. It is the sweets of liberty 
and the riches of civilization. It is the full bloom 
of humanity, in intellect and in heart. It is the 
exercise of every faculty; the triumph of genius 
and of love. 


REPORT OF THE CONGRESS. 


The annual Congress of the Freethought Federa- 
tion and Secular Union, ealled to be held at Hard- 
man. Hall, New York, October 25th, 26th, and 
27th, opened last Friday morning at 10 o'clock, 
according to program. This being the first session, 
there was nota large crowd present at that time, but 
enough were on hand to make the prospect cheer- 
ful. The first person from a distance to report at 
Tre Trurs Szexer office was Treasurer E. C. Reich- 
wald, of Chicago. The first arrivals from inside the 
state were J. K. Ingalls, Glenora; Geo. L. Pratt, 
Ridgeway; Eugene V. C. Myers, and Ferdinand 
Wells, Germantown; Dr. S. W. Wetmore, Buffalo ; 
U. G. Beck, Elmira; W. T. Galloway, Stony Ford ; 
W. S. Galloway, Hankins; W. W. Ames, DeRuyter ; 
H. M. Parkhurst and Mrs. Parkhurst, Henry Row- 
ley and A. S.Barnes, Brooklyn. Susan Wixon and 
her sister, Bethiah, of Fall River, Mrs. M. Florence 
Johnson, W. B. Clarke, and Capt. J. H. Handy, rep- 
resented Massachusetts, and Mrs. A. N. Booth and 
and Mrs. Kate M. Gillen came from New Jersey. 
Among the town folks were L. G. Reed, E. E. Hitch 
cock, Prof. E. C. Beall, Miss S. Levin, Mrs. Amy 
Scudamore, S. R. Thorne, Mrs. Fred Leland, Dr. 
Stevens, the Drs. Foote, E. W. Chamberlain and fifty 
others. Those who came later got lost in the crowd. 

When President Putaam had called the meeting 
to order the audience listened to a piano and violin 
duet by Mrs. Maedonald and Mr. R. A. Kelly, who, 
it may as well be said here, placed everybody under 
deep obligation to them for their services as musi- 
cians all through the Congress. These and the 
other musical entertainers— Mrs. Kelly, Mr. Kelly, 
Sr., Miss Kelly, J. R. Macdonald, and Miss Hicks— 
received an appreciativ vote of thanks. Geo. E. Mac- 
donald, on motion of Franklin Steiner, was elected 
secretary of the Congress. Mr. Putnam read the 
Nine Demands, and then delivered the address 
which precedes this report. He departed somewhat 
from the printed text, prefacing the main speech 
with an outline of the purposes of the organization 
and the attitude of Secularists toward religion as a 
creed and as a political power. He spoke with 
great earnestness and was heartily applauded. On 
motion of E. C. Walker, the chair appointed com- 
mittees as follows: 

On Nominations: E. M. Macdonald, New York; 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., New York; L. K. Washburn, 
Revere, Mass, eire n 
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On Resolutions: Susan H. Wixon, Fall River, 
Mass.; E. C. Walker, New York; Henry Rowley, 
Brooklyn; T. B. Wakeman, New York; Ed. W. 
Chamberlain, New York. ] 

On Credentials: E. C. Reichwald, Chicago. 

Ón Amendments: Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr, New 
York; Franklin Steiner, Des Moines; Henvy Bird, 
Newark, N. J. 

The morning session closed with an invitation to 
all who indorsed the Nine Demands to leave their 
names with the secretary, which quite a number 
did. Some left a contribution also, and a $20 col- 
lection was tne result. The introductions and 
handshakings that always occur at such times were 
conducted with warmth, and it was very plain that 
the Congress was starting out under most favorable 
auspices. 

On the afternoon of Friday there was an in- 
creased attendance. Exercises opened with a reci- 
tation by Mrs. Johnson—“ A Freeman's Resolution,” 
one of William Denton's poems from “The Truth 
Seeker Collection.” Later, Mrs. Jobnson gave 
with fine effect a selection from “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” including the poem on 
Bruno by G. E. Macdonald. 

President Putnam said “I am glad to see 80 
many veterans of the cause present, but we also 
need youth in our movement, and I am therefore 
glad to introduce to you Mr. Edward Dobson, the 
youngest, I think, of our Freethought letturers, 
who will give you at address, and a good one, oh 
‘Freethought and Civilization. " Mr. Dobson fol- 
lowed with an excellent paper, in which he had no 
difficulty in showing that Freethought was not only 
the source of art, education; and science, but also of 
the material prosperity of nations, 

Professor Ames, who had been named on the 
program as the speaker of the afternoon, was una- 
ble to attend; but Dr. S. W. Wetmore, of Buffalo, 
although a late accession to the Freethought ranks, 
took the platform and read a valuable paper on 
“Church Taxation.” 

The reading of a letter from Judge C. B. Waite, 
of Chicago, former president of the American Sec- 
ular Union, with music and recitations, occupied 
the remainder of this sessiot. 

The Friday evening's exercises were uhdet the 
management of the famous Manhattan Liberal Club. 
Dr. Foote, Jr., presided, and in opening said 
that the session would be devoted to the discussion 
of two particular demands of Liberalism—free 
mails and a free Sunday. On the Sunday issue 
there would probably be little divergence of opin- 
ion, but there might be some who would regret to 
hav the old Comstock question raised again. Nev- 
ertheless new outrages under the postal laws had 
forced it to the front, and the dangers foreseen by 
that clear thinker, Stephen Pearl Andrews, were 
upon us. In Kansas Moses Harman was in prison, 
and Jacob B. Wise under indictment. Our neigh- 
bor, Canada, had excluded Tue TauTH Szxrxer from 
its mails as blasphemous. Here Dr. Foote read 
from the Christian Statesman and Christian Re- 
former to show that the same outrage is contem- 
plated in this country. From the speaker’s point 
of view the real blasphemies are committed by the 
religious press. He called attention to copies of 
the Hpworth News, one of which contained a pic- 
ture of an angel comforting Elijah. This illustra- 
tion, designed to perpetuate fable as a fact, was 
blasphemous in the eyes of science. Moreover, to 
stuff the minds of children with such worthless 
trash was injurious and demoralizing. The second 
picture showed the ascension of Carist, a mythical 
and impossible event. It was blasphemy to the 
truth, and Freethinkers had a better warrant in 
fact to demand their suppression than believers 
had to call for the suppression of the pictures by 
Heston. 

Lawyer Ed. W. Chamberlain spoke to the same 
subject, giving a brief history of the Comstock 
postal laws and the outrages committed under them. 
These laws belong to the class resembling sausages; 
we may hav some respect for them until we find 
how they are made In the present case, the stat- 
utes were enacted in the closing confusion of the 
most disgraceful congress in the history of the na- 
tion. After a thorough exposure of the vice society 
and its methods, Mr. Chamberlain read a resolution 
favoring the abolition of postal censorship. 

Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., presented the case of Louis 
Waisbrooker, publisher of Foundation Principles, 
now under indictment. He also related the history of 
the National Defense Association, which has done 
so much to thwart the efforts of Comstock and his 
society when directed against scientific and reforma- 
tory work. 

J. K. Ingalls, of Glenora, N. Y , the veteran Land 
reformer, recited with vigor a commonweal poem 
that won hearty applause. 

Moses Oppenheimer spoke on the Sunday ques, 
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tion, pointing out that what are called Sunday 
crimes differ fundamentally from actual crimes, in 
that while real offenses would be suppressed by the 
people whether there was aiy law on the subject 
of riot, nobüdy eares to assistthe police in enforcing 
these Sabbath laws. These Puritan statutes, Mr. 
Oppenheimer said, must not be confounded with 
the laborer’s claim to a day of rest. What the la- 
borer wants is say thirty-six consecutiv hours of 
abstinence from labor in every week, and he does 
not care whether he rests on the Mohammedan 
Friday, the Jewish Saturday, or the Christian Sun- 
day. The speaker proposed that since it was im- 
possible for all to rest at once, there should be an 
agreement between employers and employees 
whereby alternate days of rest could be secured, as 
is now done in the office of newspapers which are 
published every day. This would be the way of 
liberty. 

Mr. Wakeman, being called upon to pronounce 
the benedictory speech, said that he must appear 
without preparation. He was conducting a polit- 
ical campaign alone, and found the labor fatiguing. 
Still, he needed no special preparation for this sub- 
ject, for he had got that twenty years ago. The 
trouble between Liberals and the churches arises 
out of their different views of the world and man. 
The churches take the theocratic view, and would 
govern the righteous by the supposed law of God, 
while excluding and consigning to hell all who did 
not look at the matter in that way. “Even my Pro- 
hibition friends,” said the speaker, “go astray in 
this, and regard Sunday liquor selling as a sin to 
be punished by God, instead of treating it as a 
question of economics. They even go back to the 
decalog for instructions, and charge upot those 
who favor a free Sunday the heresy of submit- 
ting a command of God to the vote of corrupt 
cities. As if it made any difference as to authority 
whether & measure originated on Sinai or in the 
Sixth ward.” Religious moraiity is restrictiv and 
exclusiv. Natural morality is inclusiv and would 
improve all and condemn none. The rest day, 
whenever it is had, should giv time for recreation, 
and in establishing it we must be governed simply 
by convenience. Mr. Wakeman alluded to the case 


of Mrs. O’Hearn, the New York woman who was. 


sentenced to three months’ imprisonment for selling 
a glass of whisky to a police spy and who had that 
day been pardoned by Governor Morton. The news 
Was received with hearty cheers. On the subject of 
free mails, Mr. Wakeman said that any use of the 
postal system except for conveniency of communi- 
cation was a misuse and usurpation. 

Saturday morning's session was a sort of com- 
mittee meeting, thetedium of which many members 
evaded by staying away. The Committee on 


Amendment reported through Dr. Foote, Jr. a 


form of constitution for the Awerican Secular Union, 
effecting the union of that organization with the 
Freethought Federation, which was adopted. 


A letter was read from Mr. A. B. Reynolds, of 
Hazleton, Kansas, proposing to devote a tract of 
land to the purposes of a Freethought Home. The 
Freethought Federation not being an incorporated 
body, and incorporation of a national organization 
not being practicable, the Congress was at a loss to 
see how it could avail itself of Mr. Reynolds’s gen- 
The secretary was instructed to re- 
spond to Mr. Reynolds, stating the facts in the 
matter and extending the hearty thanks of the Oon- 


erous offer. 


gress. 


Mrs. A. M. Freeman's report as secretary of the 


American Secular Union was read by Mr. Steiner, 
as follows: 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. . 
I regret exceedingly my inability to be with you upon 


this occasion, aud to report to you personally the work 


accomplished during the past year; but ill health pre- 


vented this, as it also precludes the possibility of my 
longer continuing to act as secretary, which office I here- 
Whosoever may be elected as my successor 
I am sure will receive your undivided and unstinted sup- 
port. Itisa matter of congratulation that at this Con- 


with resign. 


gress a union of our Secular societies is to be effected. 
For this alliance the credit is largely due to Judge O. B. 
Waite, who for three years was president of the A. 8. U. 
Mr. Putnam, who was elected president of both organiza- 
tions at the last Congress, has wisely continued this 
policy of peace, and once more Secularists will be united 
under one banner in defense of liberty. f 

The present board of officers has not been idle. You 
are aware of Mr, Putnam's success in Hogland—the 
splendid ability with which he presented Freethought 
from an American standpoint. Our young friend, Frank- 
lia Steiner, has been constantly in the lecture field, and 
‘has won for himself many deserved laurels. __ 

To E. O. Reichwald, treasurer of the Federation, many 
thanks are due, He has performed not ovly his duties 
as treasurer, but has acted largely as secretary. Otto 
Wettstein, of the American Secular Union, although in 
Germany for a year, has continued with his able pen to 
giv us his sympathy and support. ‘The vice-president of 
the State of Illinois for the Union, whose name Í am not 
at liberty to mention, has sent out many hundred pam- 
phlets combating Sunday laws, Bible in the publie 
schools, eto. Dr, Juliet H, Severance, Dr, Joseph H. 
bas mtd N 


Greer, Dr. G, A, F, de Lespinasse, N, F. Griswold—all 
these deserve mention for their faithfulness to our cause. 


udge Waite has published many able articles since his 


resignation as president, showing that his interest in 
Secularism has not decreased. As for your secretary— 
shë has traveled nearly seross the continent since last 


october. {ast winter she lectured in Philadelphia; 
Northport, L. 1.; before the Manhattan Liberal Olub, 
New York; at Newark, N. J.; Willimantic, Oonn.; Bos- 
ton and Brockton, Mass.; Harwich, East Dennis, Oster- 
ville, and Cotuit on Cape Cod; Mechanicsburg and Oin- 
cinnati, O., and in Sheridan, Ind. Then in May and 


June she traveled through the far West, giving three 


lectures in Trinidad, Col.; three in San Marcial, N. M.; 
four in Tucson, Ariz., one in Tempe, and six in Prescott. 
The terminus of the route was within about three hun- 
dred miles of Southern California. On the return trip 
lectures were given at Albuquerque, N. M.; Sante Fé 
was visited; also Marysville, Kan. Mr. Putnam had 
spoken at all these places last winter and had aroused an 
interést in Secularism which will lead to grand results in 
the future. New Mexico and Arizona are sson to. be ad- 
mitted into the Union as States. Secularists demand 
that their constitutions shall provide for the taxation of 
church property. This question is at present of great 
interest to the citizens of these territories. 

To the Liberal publications the Union aud the Federa- 
tion are under many obligations. The way to liquidate 
these is for the members of each organization to support 
the Freethought press. Until this is done to a far greater 
extent than at present, no great headway can be made in 
Secular work. Freethinkers must keep posted in regard 
to what is going on. The enemy is alive, alert, activ, 
every orthodox individual familiar with the object to be 
atmo: Liberals will do well to imitate this Christian 
zeal, 

In retiring from this position, which I hav felt my ina- 
bility to fill, I desire to thank the members of both or- 
ganizations for the invariable kindness and courtesy ac- 
corded me. Hoping that much more may be accom- 
plished in the future than has been in the past, I am, 

Yours sincerely, Mrs. M, A. FREEMAN, 
Oor. Sec. American Secular Union and Freethought 
2 Federation of America. 


A communication from D. W. Smith, of Oregon, 
on the subject of Secular Sunday-schools was sub- 
mitted to the Congress. Prof. D. T. Ames made 
&n earnest speech in behalf of action looking to the 
establishment of such schools in every state. E. C. 
Walker pointed to the specific objects of the Fed- 
eration, and suggested that work and means be 
focalized on them. At the same time, he said, the 
work of Mrs. Smith in Oregon, and the example 
there set for other states, could not be too highly 
praised. Mr. Myers suggested that the letter of 
Mr. Smith be published for general information, 
which. was agreed upon. Dr. Foote spoke of the 
appropriateness of appointing somebody capable of 
such a task to pronounce a eulogy upon the work 
and worth of the late Katie Kehn Smith, of Oregon, 
of whom he spoke in terms of high praise. “We 
would be most fortunate,” said Dr: Foote, “if we 
had a woman of equal genius in every state of the 
Union.” 


At this point Mr. F. B. Woodbury, secretary of 
the National Spiritualists’ Association, of Washing- 
ton, D. O., announced himself, bringing greetings 


from the society which he represented. Mr. Wood- 
bury said the Spiritualists were every year paying 


more and more attention to the organization of 
Having been 
heartily weleomed by President Putnam on behalf 
of the Congress, Secretary Woodbury made a brief 
address, which, if it had been made by the most 


Sunday-schools for the children. 


radical Secularist, could not hav had a truer ring. 


Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, honorary vice-president 
of the Association of Spiritualists, spoke to the sub- 
ject of incorporation of Freethought societies. Miss 
Cadwallader pointed out as one of the objections to 
such incorporation the fact that no elections of 
officers would be legal in any other state except 
that in which it was incorporated and had its head- 


quarters. 


The Committee on Nominations, through Ohair- 


man E. M. Macdonald, reported these officers; 
President, Samuel P. Putnam. 
Secretary, E. O. Reichwald. 
Treasurer, Otto Wettstein. 
Vice-Presidents, O. B. Waite, T. B. Wakeman, 
John E. Remsburg, Franklin Steiner. 


The foregoing were elected, the vote being cast 
This was a 


by the secretary of the Congress. 
meeting of the American Secular Union. 


Saturday afternoon the business of the Free- 
Secretary 


thought Federation was dispatched. 
Reichwald read his report, as follows: 


At my last report, at the previous Congress, there re- 
mained in the treasury a balance of $142.51. — 

Since then I hav received by contributions, eto., 
$480 78, making a total of $623.29. Out of this there has 
been expended as follows: Printing pamphlets, $166.50; 
stationery and stamps, $254 63; hall rent and advertising 
expenses, $55.15; donation to the Wise fund, $10; inci- 
dental expenses—addressing and folding circulars and 
pamphlets, $41.75; thus leaving on hand, Oct. 18th, a bal- 
ance of $95.26. 

The report was adopted. The Committee on 
Nominations reported for the Federation the officers 
chosen by the Secular Union, and they were elected. 
Prof. Daniel T. Ames, editor of the Penman’s 


Journal, delivered an address 
Under the Microscope of Evolution,” and there 
were short speeches by the ex-Hev. Mr. Fuller, 
who is just out of the Baptist shell, and by Mes. 
Cadwallader, of the Spiritualist Association. 


tendance of any of the day sessions. 


on “ Revelation 


In the evening of Saturday, before a crowded 


house, Miss Susan H. Wixon gave an address upon 
the “New Woman.” 
paper, and the audience expressed their delight by 
all appropriate methods, including a magnificent 
bouquet. 


It was a bright and witty 


The president read a letter from J. D. Shaw, ed- 


itor of the Independent Pulpit, and Geo. E. Mac- 
donald ensued with some serious observations on 
the “ Worth and Worthlessness of an Oath.” 


These speeches and the music and recitations, 


with the encores demanded, absorbed so much of 
the evening that Franklin Steiner had but fifteen 
minutes left in which to present his ideas about 


“Freethought Agitation.” Mr. Steiner made good 


use of his time. 


Sunday morning’s meeting had the largest af- 
There were 
three addresses—* Church Taxation,” by Henry M. 
Taber; “The National Reform Association,” by 


E. O. Walker, and a “Lay Sermon ” by T. B. Wake- 


man, on a text from Thomas Paine. In the after- 


noon the hall was crowded by accessions from the 
Brooklyn and Newark societies, both of which had 


adjourned their regular meetings in order to attend 
the Oongress. Professor Peck, the Spiritualist 


lecturer, gave a short talk. Henry Rowley, of 


Brooklyn, spoke on “ Our Warfare," and President 
Bird of the Newark League discussed “ Evolution 
in Thought.” 

The closing session was held Sunday night, and 
there was standing room only. Miss Susan H. 
Wixon, chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, 
read the following, which were adopted with no 
dissenting voice: 


Resolved, That we reaffirm the fundamental principles 
of Secularism, the total separation of church and religion 
from the state. We demand the equal taxation of all 
property not owned by the national, state, and municipal 
bodies, regardless of the ‘‘sacred”’ or secular use to 
which it is put; the unconditional repeal of Sabbath 
laws ; the complete secularization of the publie schools, 
removing therefrom the Bible, inhibiting prayer and 
other religious exercises, and teaching therein only the 
facts of science ; the abolition of all state-paid chaplain- 
cies ; the elimination from the procedure of our courts 
of all vestiges of the compulsory oath; the prohibition of 
the issue of religious proclamations by the president and 
governors ; the cutting off from religious societies of all 
state revenues, whether appropriated for educational or 
other purposes; the constitutional denial to the legis- 
lature of authority to legislate for the enforcement of the 
rules of so-called ** Christian morality” at the expense of 
the equal rights of all citizons, and the severing of all 
other bonds that hold togəther the theological and the 
civil. 

Resolved, That as we, as Freethinkers and Secularists, 
are unalterably opposed to a theocracy, we look with grave 
apprehension upon all such recruiting agents of the 
National Reform Association (the God-in-the-Constitution 
party), as the Women’s Obristian Temperance Union, 
the Young Men's Ohristian Association, the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society ^f Christian Endeavor, the Epworth League, 
the Sabbath unions, the Prohibition party, the Women’s 
Auxiliary Sabbath Society, and all similar societies, in so 
far as they are the political committees of the churches 
and hav come into existence to counteract through theo- 
cratic legislation the intellectual and ethical progress of 
this age of historical investigation. and scientific dis- 
covery. 

Resolved, That we earnestly protest against the perse- 
cution of the Seventh-Day Adventists in Tennessee, Ar- 
kansas, Maryland, Georgia, Texas, and other states, be- 
cause they hav conscientious convictions against observ- 
ing the first day of the week, Sunday, and desire to ob- 
serve the seventh, Saturday, and we rejoice in the un- 
eompromising stand taken by that body of Ohristians in 
favor of the complete secularization of the state. 

Historical investigation has brought to light the fact 
that the early Jews were unacquainted with the seventh- 
day rest, and that it was not until after their return from the 
Babylonian captivity that such a sacred day was known 
among them. The week is of lunar origin, being a sub- 
division of the lunar month, and has varied and now 
varies in length among different tribes and races from 
four to ten days. The Ohristian Sunday has not even 
the warrant of the authority of the Bible. It is the pe- 
culiar property of the Roman church, being simply the 
old **day of the sun" appropriated to the service of the 
Christian priesthood. Day and night are caused by the 
revolution of the earth on its axis as it sweeps in its orbit 
around the sun, and itis only the grossest superstition to 
hold that the first, or the seventh, or the seventh thous- 
andth of these revolutions is more sacred than any other or 
than all the others. Sabbath laws based on the alleged 
revelation to the Jews, on this superstitious belief in the 
sacrednesss of a particular revolution of the earth on ita 
axis, or on the assumed right of the state to dictate to the 
citizen when he shal! work, when he shall rest, and when 
he shall play, are usurpations and crimes, flagrantly 
violativ of the guarantees of religious liberty imbedded 
in our Constitution, and of the equal rights of the citi- 
zen, and they are demanded, enacted, and enforced pri- 
marily and chiefly in the interest of & church which 
derives the greater part of its revenues from the Sunday 
labors of itg own ministers and other employees. 

Tt is against true public policy to outlaw honest labor and 
inhogent recreation, and such outlawry is inseparable from 
Sabbath laws. All that is necessary in the way of statu. 
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Toetters o f Friends. 


Still Acting Wisely. 
CHARLESTON, S. C., Oct. 17, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inolosed $8, 
for one year’s subscription to THE TRUTH 
SNEEKER and a copy of your *' Freethinker's 
Pictorial Text-Book.” $S. RrrrENsERG. 


EvnEEA, Uran, Oct. 7. 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5, 
for which send the ‘‘ Freethinker’s Pict- 
orial Text-Book” and Tut TRUTH SEEKER 
for one vear, ‘‘Old Testament Stories," 
and pamphlets named. Mike Orso. 


Braver Fats, Pa., Oct. 16, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: At last I am able to send 
subscription. Find inclosed $3 for your 
most excellent paver and the ‘‘ Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Yours sincerely, A. J. PIPES. 


Navearucr, Conn., Oct. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed $3, for which 
please send me THE TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year and the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
It is a shame that the paper is not al- 
lowed to go through the mails in Canada. 
Yours sincerely, CLARENCE CURRIER. 


—— — 


“Bracing Up” vs. ** Miracle.” 

Denver, Cor., Oct., 295. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you herewith $2, 
and later I hope to send balance and an 
order for some books. Denver is having 
a Messianic boom just now. Thousands of 
dupes go daily to be treated by our Francis 
Schlatter, a shoemaker, who says, “I am 
the Christ,” when anyone happens to ask 
him if he is that much lauded individual. 
I do not think he has healed anyone who 
really had much of an ailment. There isa 

great deal in simply bracing up. 
I. N. SHORE. 


He Has Done Good Work. 
Paro, Ta., Oct. 16, 1895. 

Mr. Epitor: I wish to say 2 few more 
words to the brave ones who are not afraid 
to speak out their trne sentiments, inde- 
pendent of any one. I want to tell friend 
Putnam that I, as an Englishman, hav 
taken great pleasure in reading his letters 
from the land of my birth. I hav traveled 
over some of the parts of the country he 
has written about. and I still love the land 
where I first saw the light. I am glad to 
hear such good news from her. 

Now I wish to say a few words to the 
Congress. I hope every one will lay self 
to one side and work for the general good. 
Ihope you will hav a good time and ac- 
complish much for the eause in behalf of 
whieh you hav met. Be united in every- 
thing that is good and true. Ido wishI 
was young, and had plenty of means. so I 
could do something for the cause. But I 
am old and poor and cannot do as I would 
like. My best wishes to all of you. 

Yours truly, JOHN STRATFORD. 


They Think They are Sent of God. 
MazsHarpnTows, Ta., Oet. 12, 1895. 

Mr. Enrron: Inclosed please find $8 in 
payment of one year’s subscription to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, 

The contributor who, in a recent issue, 
took the ground that a Christian must in 
the nature of things be insane, struck the 
right lead. No one but a lunatic or worse 
would or could compose and send out to 
the world such insane ravings as the or- 
thodox tracts issued by the ‘‘Sent of 
God,” of Tabor, Iowa. I should say they 
were, and with that idea firmly implanted 
in what they call their ** minds.” Power 
is the only essential Jacking to usher in 
again an era of the fagot and stake. It is 
more than strange that so many Liberals 
are quietly watching the trend of events, 
and just.as quietly submitting thereto 
without even a protest. Well, the sooner 
a few Infidels and ‘‘scoffers at holy 
things" are burned at the stake the 
quicker the rest will awake. 

Yours respectfully, M. V. Warsox. 


He Played a Trump Card. 
Lonpon, Ont., Oct. 18, 1895. 
Mz. Epiror: Herewith find $1, for which 
kindly forward a dozen of the ‘‘ Contra- 
dictions of the Bible,” which I desire to 
send to the heads of the: different schools 
here. My little girl came home from 
school yesterday and said: ‘‘ Papa. the 
teacher says we are all to bring our Bibles 


to school.” 


Bible. 


to rest. 


take to school in place of a Bible. 
know what the outcome will be, but I pro- 
pose to put a stop to that Bible nonsense 
in the school, as far as lies in my power, 
Yours truly, W. F. Dorr. 
[‘‘ When to rest”! It will be remem- 
bered by our readers that a committee of 
the Reformed Presbyterian church was 
appointed to take measures to introduce 
Sabbath observance literature into the 
public schools. Has the work already be- 
gun? Judging by the foregoing it looks 
that way.—Ep». T. S.] 


The Right Kind of a Brother. 
DorazgvinnE, N. Y., Oct. 13, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5.50, for 
which please send THE TRUTH SEEKER one 
yenr to Mrs. C. E. Guile ; the ** Freethink- 
ers’ Pictorial Text-Book " and *'* Mistakes 
of Moses " to Edwin Tucker ;” and twelve 
copies of *' Self-Contradictions of the Bi- 
ble" and eight copies of ''The Age of 
Reason,” to addresses found on accom- 
panving sheet. 

Four mouths ago I was a zealous worker 
in ‘‘the Lord's vinyard." My Infidel 
brother, Edwin, induced me to read Col- 
onel Ingersoll's controversies and S. P. 
Putnam's ** Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Where once I was blind, now I 
can see the light of the world is not Jesus, 
but science, reason, truth. 

Those ''horrible" pictures of Christ 
were, at first, very shocking, but Ed. and 
Iboth enjoy readiag his weekly visitor, 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 

We hope that Freethought societies will 
be so numerous when we die that our fu- 
nerals need not be conducted in accordance 
with religious customs. 

We stand ready to do all in our 


power in defense of “‘liberty, science, and’ 


humanity.” We no longer believe that 
Christianity is conducive to domestic 
peace, love and joy. Believe me, 

Yours, sincerely, HIRAM TUOKER. 


Wonld Be “Disturbance of Religions 
Worship !”? 
New Oruzans, La., Oct. 19, 1895. 

Mr. Enpiror: I write this to submit a 
snggestion. I hav spent two months at 
Knoxville, Tenn., and this place, and hav 
found the orthodox churches, which are 
numerous and fine, distressingly popular ; 
but it is some consolation to see that the 
largest audiences appear when a violin solo 
or & String band is previously announced. 

The great impediment to the cause of 
Freethought is the difficulty of reaching 
the masses, who hav been warned against 
listening to Freethinkers or reading their 
literature. Then, to obviate this, why can- 


not our lecturers attend their church meet- 
jngsand ask questions of the preachers that 


will bring to the notice of the audiences the 
absurdity of the dogmas they preach? I 
hav known this done several times in New 
Orleans recently. It created some sensa- 
tion in the audiences and comment by the 
local press. A Freethinker will find little 
difficulty in flooring the shepherd in the 
presence of his flock. Ifthey refuse the 


privilege to questioners they do not follow 


the example of Jesus. Then it would be 
opportune to publish an explanation in the 


local papers. I do not know if this method 


of working for our cause has been tried to 
any extent, but it seems to me practicable. 
Yours sincerly, S. S. Bryan, 


And yet Freethought ** Depraves the Pet- 
ple’! 
Memruis, Tenn., Oct. 19, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Another devout member of 
the church and Sunday-school official has 
*gone wrong.” This time it is A. K. 
Ward, secretary of & large barrel and head- 
ing factory here. Brother Ward forged 
the names of securities to nearly three hun- 
dred thousand dollars' worth of paper, 
floated itthrough thebrokers, and last week 
skipped out to British Honduras before his 
numerous victims were apprised of any- 
thingwrong. He wasdevout, and even unc- 
tuous, and only ten days ago gave a valuable 


lot in this city for a church site. Thus is 


I told her to ask the teacher 
what she intended teaching her out of the 
On her return she said the teacher 
told her the Bible was to teach her who 
made the world, when it was made, how 
long it took to make it, and when we are 
I happened to hav a copy of the 
144 Contradictions, and so gave her that to 
I don’t 


SEEKER. 
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it, ever so! Fully ninety-nine hundredths 
of the thousands of swindlers and default- 
ers living sumptuously in Canada are pious 
Christians and were prominent in church 
and Sunday-school. There is a cause for 
this which we will try to define. 

Brother Ward was greatly beloved and 
esteemed by the church brothers and sis- 
ters here on account of his holy zeal for 
Christ; and now his seat is vacant in the 
church, and his office in the Sunday-school 
will hav to be filled by another. If Chris- 
tians were not controled by a blind fanat- 
ical zeal instead of reason, they never 
would trust one another even a little bit; 
but they never stop to consider, neither 
will they learn from exverience. The or- 
thodox religion taught Brother Ward that 
he was a ‘child of wrath sold under sin.” 
He was further made to belleve that his 
** own righteousness was as filth aiid rags,’ 
and that faith, not motality, was the pe 
disideratum in the **blessed plan of salya- 
tion." When éontempláting and meditat- 
ing on this stupendous robbery which he 
wàs about to perpetrate, he no doubt re- 
alized that he would inotr the deepest 
guilt; but what need he care for guilt? 
Was not there à fountain filled with blood 
drawn from Immanuel’s veins? And 
plunged beneath that crimson flood, would 
he not lose all his guilty stains? Why 
should he hesitate on account of guilty 
stains when the Christian religion furnished 
him such a cheap and convenient method 
of getting rid of them? And then, as a 
further eonsideration and temptation for 
Ohristians to incur moral indebtedness, 
did not ‘‘ Jesus pay it all—all the debt I 
owe?” Thus thelaw of Christian heredity, * 
and unnatural religious education, is re- 
ducing our people to a race of swindlers. 
Christians may protest and denounce, but 
the stubborn fact remains. Out of over a 
thousand convicts in our state prison, ac- 
tual statistics proved all but tw» to be 
zealous believers in the Bible; not an Infi- 
del or Spiritualist among them. The phi- 
losopher and thinker would naturally con- 
clude that there was certainly some vital 
relationship between the belief in Christian 
dogmas and actual crime. Well did the 
immortal Theodore Parker state in his 
** Experiences as a Minister," ‘‘ There is 
not a virtue, but the Bible can produce an 
argument against it."  Truthfully did 
Beecher say in his ** Sermon on the True 
Religion" that ‘‘the practice of the 
church of Christ on earth has simply been 
infernal. I know what I say. I speak 
no hasty words. I declare that through 
long periods the characteristic actions of 
the church of the Lord Jesus Christ hav 
better befitted the administrations of 
devils than men.” And why in the devil 
can’t good-meaning Christiaus hav sense 
enough to see it? 

Christ is credited with saying one thing 
his followers would do well to heed and 
practically obey as & measure to their 
financial safety. His command to watch 
preceded his command to pray; and my 
advice to Christians, who hav unlimited 
license to sin, is to do energetic watching 
and let the other fellow do the praying. 
It might prevent bankruptcy in à number 
of cases every year. WARREN SMITH. 


*The Christian mother, believing herself 
totally depraved, marks her unborn child 
for sin. 


No Suffering ia Hell. 
JEFFERSON Crrx, Mo., Oot. 16, 1895. 
Mx. Eprror: The chief stronghold of 
Christianity is a belief in hell. It is the 
strength of the church logician—the 
summum summarum of the old scholastic 
learning which has permeated the laby- 
rinth of ages and now reposes, like a sleep- 
ing Gorgon, in the imaginations of the 
ignorant. Nature knows no hell, nor ex- 
hibits an evidence of it inall the multi- 

plicity of her creation. 

Things which exist afford evidence of 
their existence. The thing itself is often 
such evidence. But it must be patant to 
the senses, or discoverable by some proc- 
ess of reasoning. The bare assertion is no 
proof, although adhered to without hesi- 
tancy by millions of true believers. The 
hell theory has been propagated for cent- 
uries and frequently acquiesced in by 
learned men; yet this is no proof, nor 
does it afford sufficient reason for its ac- 
ceptance by a rational man. The doctrin 
of transubstantiation too has been fer- 


vently embraced by countless generations, 
yet I dare say a chemical analysis will 
demonstrate that wine is only wine, and 
not blood. Hell has never been scientifi- 
cally discovered; it has never been the 


subject of ocular observation, and its 
existence can never be logically proven, 
But, conceding its existence, how could 


man be punished there ? 
In order to attain that exquisit degree 


of anguish and suftering which we are 
told is the lot of those who abide in that 


torrid clime one must be made to feel the 


sensation of pain. 


Now, pain iè neóessarily the result of 


physidal ot mental disquietüde, arisiüg 
from the stimulation or agitation of somes 
one or more of the vatious nerve fibers o 
the body. 
only by mesns of the sensory nerves, 
throügh which we hav the senàe of. feeliüg. 
When these nerves are destroyed there 
can be no pain nor physical sensation of 
any description. 
of a wound will slough off and become de- 
void of sensation; it becomes dead tissue, 
and the patient will observe that what was 
once sensitiv and painful he may now suf- 
fer to be touched without experiencing 
any sensation at all. 
the once living tissue is devoid of life, and 
the effete matter will fall away and de- 
compose. 


Physical pain is perceivable 


A portion of the surface 


The nerve is dead— 


So itis with man. Death isa state of 


complete dissolution—the utter extinction 
and annihilation of the physical, animal 
being. 
ever gone. 
elements; the future has no torments for 
the lifeless clay. 


The possibility of sensation is for- 
The body is resolved into the 


It is alleged by some, however, that the 


future pain is all endured by that mythical 


ignis fatuus of the human fancy (I know 
not what else to call it) known as the soul. 
But a soul is not a physical entity, hence 
cannot suffer physical pain. And the 


writer humbly submits that a soul without 


nerves would suffer quite moderately in 


hell. 


But there are things productiv of mental 
anguish without the intervention of antag- 
onistic physical agencies. Thus, the cog- 
nizance of facts which conflict with the 
strongest sympathies—exempli gratia,the 
misfortune or death of a friend, the failure 
of a cherished project, etc.—are often the 
sources of the keenest mental suffering. 
True, we hav enough of these ills while 


here; but they will not be prolonged be- 


yond the life of man. It cannot be so. 
There can beno reason for believing as 
true that which is actually and necessarily 
impossible. Such a belief can only be de- 
nominated an absurdity. Ingersoll terms 
it “idiotic.” 

I hav but little patience with that school 
of metaphysicians who ascribe to the 
mind the attribute of immortality. Will 
they never understand that but for the 
brain the mind could not exist, and that. 
the destruction of the one terminates the 
life of the other? "This greatly discussed 
and much praised ‘‘soul” is so far de- 
pendent upon our weak and suffering 
bodies that it is affected by the very food 
we eat! Take the inebriate, for an in- . 
stance. Long and excessiv use of intoxi- 
cants will leave a sufficient quantity of 
alcohol upon the brain to cook portions of 
it (just as it coagulates the albumen of an 
egg), and in such cases the capability of 
thought is materially diminished and the 
moral sense often destroyed. It may be 
suggested by the smartness of debate that 
alcohol is nota food. Yet, if a deleterious 
drug by affecting the brain has a baneful 
effect on the mind, it should be also true 
that a beneficial and salutary food would 
work to the contrary. And such is the 
fact. 

The period allotted to human existence 
is brief, and its termination sure; and the 
mind too must go, with the brain upou 
which depends its being, into inevitable 
and eternal dissolution. Here all sublu- 
nary ills must end with life and soul or 
mind. There is no hell nor future state 
nor prison for the damned. Those days 
are past when men believed in spooks and 
witohes, ghosts and hell. 

Be these to ages past confin’d; 
Oars ope the reign of kingly mind. 

The church is driven to her dernier 
resort, and her future is to rule through 
love of good or not at all. 


SPEED Mossy. 
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Where lilustrations Do Not illustrate, 


.  AMESBURY, Mass., Oot. 13, 295. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose $1, for which 
please send the following: ** Candle From 
Under the Bushel," ‘‘ Plea for Atheism,” 
t The Bible ; What is It ?” ** Bible Tem- 
perance,” ‘‘ Allin a Nutshell,” ** Pulpit, 
Pew, and Cradle,” and small tracta. 

These little works I like to hav on hand 


to lend to friends who can think twice. I 


always circulate THE TRUTH Seexur and 
other Liberal papers which I take, after 


reading them. I hav sent my protest to 


the bigoted postmaster-general of Canada. 


He may never read it, but probably some 


one will. 


Iam sorry the fight for liberty in New 


York happened to involve the liquor traffic, 


fcr the reason that most people are too 
` thick-headed to understand that you are 
against religious laws rather thau iu favor 
ofrum. There is one criticism Iam going 
to make, and of course you will receive it 
without stopping my paper as a punish- 
In re- 
fusing to publish my communication on 
You 
frequently complain because secular papers 
do not publish communications which op- 
The editor ofa paper is the 
only person to decide what is better fitted 


ment for disagreeing with you. 


Prohibition you sre inconsistent. 


pose religion. 


for the paper that for the waste basket. 
Like the postmaster-general of Canada, 
there is no dppeal from his decision. Fid- 


itors of secular papers do not wish to dis- 


seminate the doctrins of some of their 
correspondents, and it isthe same with you. 
I think you will admit that I discussed the 
prohibition principle in a very broad spirit, 
as I advocated the suppression of the liquor 
traffic only as a means of securing equal 
rights for all. A]l laws are prohibition in 
some form or other. I understand that you 
believe in law, but hold that one should not 
be punished till an actual crime is com- 
mitted. (If my understanding is incorrect 
I hope you will set me right.) Suppose a 
highwayman meets you on a back road and 
demsnds you to **throw up your hands! " 
Would you not shoot him if you had a 
Chance? According to your theory you 
Would hav no right to oppose him until he 
had actually. robbed you. You own a 
house ; your neighbor owns one on the ad- 
joining lot; it is his property ; he has a 
& right to do what he pleases with it ; he 
sets it afire ; your house isin danger ; yet, 
according to your theory, you hav no right 
to interfere with your neighbor’s actions 
until your house is actually ablaze. He 
may not intend to burn your house, but he 
can’t tell what the result will be, conse- 
quently I dispute his right to set his own 
house afire. Again: A man points a gun 
at you. Would you allow it ? He may not 
intend to shoot you; he may not even 
know the gun is loaded, yet I venture to 
say you dispute his right to point the gun 
in the direction of your head. A great 
many guns hav been pointed at men and 
no injury resulted, and yet you object to 
such recklessness. Yet, according to your 
theory, you would hav no right to object 
to all the men in the city pointing guns at 
you until you were actually shot. The 
holder of the gun might be punished for 
criminal carelessness, but that wouldn’t 
help you any. I think it would hav been 
better to forbid any one to point a gun at 
another. EE 

A man drinks intoxicating liquor, in con- 
sequence of which he loses the power to 
decide between right and wrong. He is 
perfectly safe when not under the influ- 
ence of liquor, but now he is a dangerous 
man. Ina fit of drunkenness he assaults 
you with a dangerous weapon ; he kills 
you; he is arrested, tried and hung. The 
result of that drink is, two men hav been 
murdered. Now, do you not think it 
would hav been better to hav taken away 
that man’s liberty to get that intoxicating 
liquor ? But you may say that he did not 
intend to hurt you, and there are many 
who drink and do no harm in consequence. 
True ; and many point guns at others with 
no evil intentions, and often with no evil 
consequences, and yet the danger is so 


great that I think you will admit that it is, 


better to restrict a man's liberty to point 
a gun at another than run the risk of a 
tragedy. ` Itis useless to belittle the evil 
consequences of rum drinking. Life and 
property are never safe where there is 
drunkenness. If only one drink in a 


thousand resulted in a&sault, fobbery, or 
murder, the evil would be great enough to 
Justify the prohibition of the liquor traffic. 
Your friend, J. A, Wrison. 

[We did not refuse Mr. Wilson's com- 
munication because he advocated Prohibi- 
lion, but because we had other reasons 
which were good, We hav printed a great 
many articles advocating prohibition and 
other doctrins with which we do not agree. 
Agreement with the editor is not the stand- 
ard by which articles for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER are measured. Mr. Wilson's il- 
lustration by citing the action of the 
Canadian postmaster-general is therefore 
pointless; and his other illustrations or 
arguments answer themselvs to clear 
thinkers. Before you let your very near 
neighbor burn his house you will make 
hifi güarantee that yoürs is not burned— 
and yoü will hav that giiarantee satisfac- 
tory. When a highwaymau says hold up 
your hands he has already énoroaéhed 
upon your personal liberfy and you will 
resist him. Mr. Wilson must revise his 
method of thinking. He quits too soon: 
He is on the right track, but he must go 
deeper. His illustrations would apply to 
the teaching of religion as well as to the 
liquor traffic, and yet we assume that he 
would not advocate fhe legal suppression 
of the churches, — Ep. T. S. 


Wants a Freethought Political Party. 

j l San Jost, Oct. 10, x. M. 295.. 

Mr. Eprror: I wish to make a few re- 
marksin my humble way as to what action 
should be taken by the Freethought Con- 
gress which meefs October 25th, although 
they may not amount to much, coming 
from so obscure a source. 

Among the questions put to the contrib- 
utors to your symposium published in 
TuE ANNUAL of 1889, the eighth and 
eleventh were the most important then; 
they are all-bimportant now, and should 
be answered again at the coming Congress. 
The position taken at that time by J. H. 
Burnham was correct. Time has verified 
all that Mr. Burnham said on that occa- 
tion. The time has again arrived for po- 
litical action on the part of Liberals, and I 
hope they will not let it pass unimproved. 
The position taken, and answers given by 
the 24 Liberals to those questions pro- 
pounded by the Editor are curious read- 
ing now, in view of the progress made by 
the religious bigots all over this country. 
Mr. Putnam in issuing the call for the 
coming Congress says: ‘‘It is of great im- 
portance that Freethinkers should com- 
bine. It isof more importance now than 
at any previous period, for there is more 
work to do and the work cannot be done 
by isolated effort. There are vast ecclesi- 
astical combinations organized for the ex- 
press purpose of overthrowing  Free- 
thought, and also of uniting charch and 
state in a more dangerous form than ever 
before." Exactly. And as Geo. E. Mac- 
donald puts it, **It is superfluous to in- 
quire, Whither are we drifting? We are 
hell-bent for Puritanism.” And what are 
we going to do about it? Continue to wob- 
ble up to the polls on each succeeding elec- 
tion and vote with the old political (or- 
thodox) combines? Or take the Nine 
Demands of justice (Liberalism) as a basis 
for a platform, and mold a Liberal Ameri- 
can party with the great Ingersoll as our 
standard bearer, and strike for liberty or 
death? The only difference between the 
old parties that I can discover is this, 
the Republican party has outstolen them 
all. The principles of the Republican 
party were buried with its first president, 
the great Lincoln. It matters not who the 
standard bearers of the old parties are, 
whether a Harrison, a Cleveland, or a 
Depew fresh from Rome, the Bible pound- 
ers rule them all. How can a purely secu- 
lar government be administered with relig- 
ious bigots as officers from president down 
to pound-keeper? There is not such an 
animal asa Liberal Christian; he behaves 
himself only when stripped of all power to 
act like the devil he worships. He is never 
quite so happy as when he can get a law 
enforced to compel somebody else to be as 
big a damn fool as himself. And the only 
way to put a quietus to all this nonsense is 
to organize a Liberal political party, with 
broad and Liberal-minded men as candi- 
dates, men who hav some idea of justice, 
some idea of what constitutes religious 
liberty, some idea that others hav rights 


they are bound to respect. I firmly be- 
lieve that in 1896, if this course is pur- 
sued by the Liberals, the Editor of Tux 
Truta Sexe will see it crowned with 
success, The liberals hav everything to 
gain by taking separate political action; 
therefore, let us keep up and at them. 

Of all the cowardly animals that walks 
on his hind Jegs the most cowardly is 
the Liberal who throws up his hat on 
election day and hurrahs for some hyp- 
ocrit for office because he is a Demo- 
erat or Republican, as the case may be. 
Why not hurrah for the orthodox God and 
be consistent? Now, Mr. Editor, there is 
no publication in America to-day whose 
outfitis better officered, better manned, and 
better armored to fire the first gun in this 
grand and important political departure 
than THz Terura Seeker, because it has 
been selected from among all others by 
the enemy as their most dangerous antago- 
nist. You hav answered all their argu- 
mentá, and they hav appealed to the law, to 
the government, to suppress you. There- 
fore, you should urge upon the coming 
Gongress of Liberals this all-important 
meve for a Liberal political party; a party 
which dares ignore all gods, all popes, all 
priests, and make this 4 government ‘‘ of 
the people, by the people, and for the 
people,” Equal rights for all, special privi- 
leges for noné. I hav no use for the 
éhurch and none whatever for the priest, 
but I do believe in the religion of Liberty 
for all. At no timé during the struggle 
for Independence were one-fourth of the 
colonists in favor of that move, and only 
for those who were considered at that time 
the suicidal and fanatical sdventurers, the 
few brainy, brave, and earnest Liberals, 
men who loved liberty more than church, 
would we enjoy the little freedom we hav 
to-day. Furthermore, we find the church 
then as now arrayed on the side of super- 
stition and slavery. 

I sincerely hope that some Paine or 
Lincoln may arise in the Freethought 
Congress and urge this matter so forcibly 
and eloquently upon that body of Liberals 
that they may unanimously agree to po- 
liticsl action; then Liberalism will be 
respected because it can make itself felt. 
Your Freethought journals will quadruple 
in circulation, because of the political 
measures demanded and the opinions 
therein expressed, and because we hav the 
most eloquent orator, the most fearless 
Freethinker, the most typical American, to 
lead us and proudly bear the banner of 
freedom in this new and splendid depart- 
ure for equal liberty for all. 

L. R. Trrvs. 

[We need no political parties formed on 
religious lines of division, but the Liberal 
electorate, small but compact, used as an 
indepsndent wedge to split any and every 
party that refuses equal religious liberty. 


Minorities can do effectiv work when act- 


ing as a balance of power. —Ep. T. 8.] 


On Several Topics. 
NzzNACH, CAL., Oct. 11, 295. 
Mr. Eprron: In your issue of July 6th 
was 8 letter from myself, in which I used 
the abbreviation **P-H'd." Yon asked its 
meaning. A newspaper man, or journalist, 
necessarily is thrown, more or less, among 
those who make their living out of the 
space-box —in other words, among printers; 
and it seems passing strange to me that 
you, who run such a large print shop as 
Tsar Trournm SEEKER establishment must 
be, and are, therefore, no stranger to 


‘prints and their ways, should be in the 


dark as to the interpretation of that term. 
The word is ‘‘Pan-handle.” When a 
half-drunken type-sticker reels up to you 
and says, ‘‘Shay, gimme t. c." (ten cents); 
or, ''Shay, youse know me—got t. o.?" 
you may know that he is trying to ‘‘ pan- 
handle" you, The term is not confined to 
any one part of the United States either, 
for I hav heard it used by prints from 
many different sections of the country, in- 
cluding New York and its metropolis, 
Throvgh the letter above referred to I 
found that there are a great many more 
noble people in the country than I had 
thought there were. I wish to thank all 
those who were so kind as to write to me; 
and I wish to say, too, that two of nature’s 
noblemen liv here, and they are known as 
the Sandberg Brothers, It made no dif- 
ference to them whether or no I was able 
to work any. They wrote: ‘‘Come up by 


all mesus. We hav faken an interest in 
you, and wish to see you get well.” And. 
I was a stranger! Bring on your narrow- 
path walkers who would do likewise. It is 
a high, dry, fine country here, but it does 
not seem to help asthma any—my case sb 


least. 


In a recent number of THe "TaurH 
SEEKER was a Jetter from a subscriber who 
spoke about organizing & benefit society 
for Liberals. It isa good idea, I think, 
one to which serious consideration should 
be given. As it is now, a Materialist can 
not join any of the secret societies unless 
he proves himself unworthy of the name. 


| ‘‘ Liberals’ Mutual Benefit Association!" 


sounds fine, don’t it? 

It is said that ‘‘ money is the root of all 
evil;" but, in my opinion, the lack of it is 
more of an evil. There area great many 
Freethought books and pamphlets I would 
like to purchase and read, but the lack of 
money prevents my doing so. The edi- 
torials in Taz TRUTH SEEKER interest me 
more than anything else in that paper. In 
ihe issue of May 25th were two—one en- 
titled, **Some More Witnesses for Jesus, 
or Christ;" the other headed, **On Which 
Side Is Justice?" Iu the issue of May 18th 
is another, with the heading, ‘* Leaning on 
Thrice-Broken Reeds.” I was very much 
pleased with them, and would like to send. 
several copies to Christian friends, but ill- 
health makes my pocket-book too light. 

Brother Severance is & foeman worthy 
of Mr. Swan’s steel, aud it appears as if he 
were one too many for the latter gentle- 
man. He has been through the mill of 
Spiritualism and knows whereof he speaks. 
His letter in Tas Trura SEEKER of Sep- 
tember 28th is a hard nut for Spiritualists 
to crack. I am patiently awaiting Mr. 
Swau's rejoinder. ' : 

Christians—and some Liberals, too—are 
continually prating about what a good 
man Christ was. I can’t see it that way. 
Suppose you were traveling with a man in 
the winter in the state of New York. Sup- 
pose you should see an apple-tree in the 
distance, and this man should hurry up to 
it hoping to find apples thereon, aud, not 
finding any, should get angry and curse 
the tree becasse of its barreuness, would 
you not think the man crazy? This is ex- 
actly what Christ did, except in his case it 
was & fig-tree (sve Mark ii, 12). There are 
others. 

What became of those who arose from 
their graves and appeared unto many? (see 
Matt. xxvii, 53.) 

Christians will tell you that Jonah was 
swallowed by a ‘‘great fish;" but Christ 
said it was a whale (see Matt. xii, 40). 

Solomon was a wise man, but he ejacu- 
lated through his bonnet when he spoke 
about the ants (Prov. vi, 6-8). The sup- 
position is that they gather food in sum- 
mer for winter use; but I believe they 
hibernate in cold countries during the win- 
ter, and in warm countries they do not 
need to lay away any store. Am I right? 

Mr. Putnam says he can buy for $7 in 
England a suit of clothes that would cost 
him $15 in either New York or Chicago, 
and that he can get shaved in that country 
for three cents. At the same time he says 
the condition of the laboring man is as 
good there as it is here. I think that three 
shaves an hour isa high average. How- 
ever, at that rate, an English barber would 
earn $1.08 in a day of twelve hours, or 
$6 48 per week. An American barber, 
getting ten cents a shave, would earn 
$21.60 in the same time. The English bar- 
ber could not buy a $7 suit of clothes with 
his week's wages, while the American bar- 
ber could purchase a $15 suit and still hav 
left more than his English brother-trades- 
man earns in & week! 


Miss Wixon believes in suffrage for 
women, and I wish to ssk her how she 
would like to hav Delia Gifford. and women 
like her, make laws for her. Such women 
far outnumber Freethinking women, and, 
if they were allowed to vote, they, with 
the help of male-women, would change the 
present order of things so a Liberal would 
hav no rights. I believe in letting other 
people do as they see fit, so long as they 
do not encroach upon my territory; and, 
as I know I would hav no rights the fanat- 
ical churchites would consider themselva 
bound to respect should women be allowed 
to vote, I am opposed to letting them hav 
the ballot. If all were like Miss Wixon, 
things would be different, you know. 

What is that Canadian postmaster-gen- 
eral’s name— Carrion? He is a stench to 
my olfactory organ. F. G. Barr. 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 697.) 

tory enactment in order to secure to wage-workers a 
weekly rest is a provision that all employers shall release 
their employees from service for a consecutive thirty-six 
hours each seven days, leaving to operators and workers 
perfect liberty to arrange among and between them- 
selva all necessary details, precisely as is now done with- 
ont Jaw in daily newspaper offices and in various other 
industries where Sunday labor is required for the cor- 
venience of the people or to prevent loss. 

Resolved, That as we see the gradual encroachments 
and growing limitations upon the liberties of speech, of 
the press, and the mails in the United States since the 
passage of the first Comstock postal Jaw in 1873; —— 

That as we see this and similar federal statutes giv ap- 
parent sanction to the agents which an irresponsible pri- 
vate amateur detectiv association turns loose for its own 
sectarian purposes, and to get money out of the credulous 
and gullible under pretense of suppressing vice, and for 
its partisan ends inflaming the worst prejudices and pas- 
gions tbat can be engendered by ignorance, superstition, 
ard bigotry; 

That as we see these statutes invoked by unscrupulous 
or fanatic theologians for the gratificaticn of their hatred 
of those who expcse the unreasonableness and falsity of 
their religions; 

That as we see these laws applied to the most corrupt 
purposes, in disregard of citizens’ rights, by a judiciary 
false to its obligations to maintain the constitutional 
guarantees of freedom; 

That as we remember the outrage upon D. M. Bennett, 
the fiendish eight years’ persecution of Moses Harman, 
the prosecution of Lois Waisbrooker, and the grotesque 
vindictivness of the recent savage attack upon Jacob 
B. Wise—that as we remember all these, we point to 
the recent attempted exclusion of TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
from the mails of Oanada as an exhibition of what intol- 
lerant theocrats are longing to do in this country; and 
we reiterate the protest made by Freethinkers against 
these laws twenty years ago, again calling upon all who 
value liberty to resent these encroachments by all legiti- 
mate means in their power. 

Resolved, That Mr. S. J. Fleckten, of Kandiyohi, 
Minnesota, in his almost single-handed fight against re- 
ligious instruction in the public schools of bis state, de- 
serves and should receive the hearty encouragement ard 
substantial help of every Freethinker in the United 
States. It is necessary to maka a test case in that state, 
and to do so requires the expenditure of some hundreds of 
dollars for counsel (now engaged) and the payment of 
court expenses. The Secular Union and Freethought 
Federation is prepared to support Mr. Fleckten in his 
struggle for the fundamental principle of eecular eduos- 
tion, and it asks the Liberals of America to giv it the 
timely financial assistance imperativly needed. A similar 
contest carried to a successful issue by Mr. Robert Fram, 
of Barber county, Kansas, encourages us to hope for an 
equally cheering result in Minnesota. 

Resolved, That moral duties and the prectice of the 
virtues, based upon secular, sccial, and patriotic grounds, 
should be firmly impressed upon the minds of pupils in 
our publie schools, in order that they may develop into 
good and noble citizens of the world in which we liv. 

Resolved, That no one has a moral right to warp and 
bias the mind of childhood religiously, or in any sectarian 
sense; therefore, the Bible should, in justice, be ban- 
ished from the public schools of this country; such 
schools being maintained by people of diverse religious 
views, they should be, in every sense of the word, purely 
and decidedly secular. : 

Resolved, That we recognize in the’ Secular Sunday- 
school an instrumentality capable of preducing most 
beneficent results for Freethought and Secularism ; that 
it makes for social harmony and happiness and the edu- 
cation of our children in many branches which, at pres- 
ent, at least, cannot be taught elsewhere. Itis our earn- 
est desire that the Freethinkers of Oregon be encour- 
aged in every way to carry forward the noble enterprise 
inaugurated by the late Katie Kehm Smith, and that the 
Freethinkers of all other states do all that they can to 
establish similar schools. The officers and other mem- 
bers of the Secular Union and Freethought Federation 
should consider the time and means well expended which 
they can appropriate for the initiation and building up 
of Secular Sunday-schools in their respectiv states and 
localities. While the national organization, with the 
limited means at its disposal, and its own vitally impor- 
tant special defensiv work to do, cannot assume in any 
degree the direction of this worthy constructiv labor, it 
believes that the state and local societies hav it in their 
power to accomplish very much in this direction. Free- 
thinkers should use all available means to instruct their 
children in the principles of Freethought, and to that 
end should establish these Secular Sunday-schools, and 
encourage the production and circulation of periodicals 
and other literature suited to their receptiv minds that 
they may grow up in the atmosphere of science and true 
mental liberty. 

Resolved, That man and woman are the two hemi- 
spheres of the human globe, the two interdependent parts 
of the human family, and therefore neither can right- 
fully rule the other or enjoy privileges at the expense of 
the other. To deny by law or social convention equality 
of opportunities is unjust and unsafe, and must be disas- 

- trousin its consequences, both im mediate and remote. To 
take from woman the disabilities at present resting upon 
her is simply the recognition in practice of the principle 
that right and wrong are not determined by sex. That 
Civilization is noblest which most nearly secures to the 
individual man and the individual woman full opportunity 
for the development of their powers of body and mind, 
and safeguards to the utmost the right of self-direction. 

fesolved, That as promulgators of human rights we 
believe that woman should enjoy opportunities and exer- 
cise equal rights with man, and we cordially invite her 
co-operation in the prosecution of the work before us, to 
the end that she shall share equally its benefits and bless- 
ings We warmly welcome her to a free expression of 
her opinions upon our free platform, and we applaud her 
efforts in casting aside the fetters put upon her by 
bigotry and superstition. : 

Resolved, That we distrust and disapprove all attempts 
of the state to lay down rules, based on differences of be- 
lief, to compel the citizen to subordinate his honest con- 
victions to those of other schools of thought in matters 
pertaining to his and his family’s health and prosperity. 


IN MEMORIAM: 


Resolved, That the members of this association hav 


learned with deep sorrow of the untimely death of that 
most earnest and useful worker in the cause, Katie Kehm 
Smith, of Oregon; we realize that she did a work never 
before successfully attempted; that she was & pioneer in 
Secular Sunday-school labors. and that it will be most 
difficult to find those who are by temperament and natu- 
ral aptitude adapted to continue and extend the system 
of Secular Sunday instruction with which ber name will 
remain associated as originator and organizer. We sym- 
pathize with Comrade D. W. Smith in his personal be- 
reavement and with the Freethinkers of Oregon and the 
Pacific coast in the loss of their devoted leader. 

In the death of Katie Kebm Smith, Freethought loses 
one of its bravest and clearest thinkers, and one of its 
brightest women. 

The removal of her presence from the earth in the dawn 
of her womanhood, and in the midst of rare usefulness, 
brings sadness and sorrow into the ranks that held her in 
high esteem and loving regard. 

In her all too brief life, she accomplished great good 
in the field of Freethought. By earnest and untiring 
efforts she demonstrated -that there is a place for a Secu- 
lar church and a Secular Sunday-school. Anu earnest, 
outspoken, industrious worker, a candid and ardent lover 
of her race, she never faltered in the work she voluntarily 
chose, and she lived to bless and benefit all who came 
within her sphere of influence. In the prosecution of 
her mission she knew no weariness, and she has left upon 
the world an impression that can never be effaced. Her 
name will be a star of hope. an inspiration to generations 
vet to come, as well as to the comrades who survive her, 
Through her efforts for the elevation of her fellow-cres- 
tures, she has left the world better than she found it, and 
through her works she has become immortal. 

In the hour of bereavement human sympathy is all the 
real solace that can be given. Time is the great healer of 
wounds, and out of the bitterness of grief peace at length 
cometh. Watered by tears, the flowers grow and bloom 
amid the shadows of regret. This Congress extends its 
tenderest sympathies to those who weep for their beloved 
dead. Katie Kehm Smith will not be forgotten. Upon 
her grave we lay the ivy wreath of friendship, the roses 
and lilies of love. 

Resolved, That we glady honor together the names of 
Jeremiah Hacker and J. H. Cook, who after more than 
half a century of pioneer work hav passed away with a 
record of unfsltering devotion to human rights. 


GREETING TO EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS., 


Resolved, That this Congress recognizes the cordial 
sympsthy of our comrades of Great Britain and other 
countries, and recognizes the generous manner in which 
they hav welcomed our cífficial repreprecentativ, and in 
the spirit of like fraternity we invite George W. Foote, 
president of the British Secular Society, and Charles 
Watts, vice-president to visit our shores, and we assure 
them 8 hearty aud universal reception by the Freethink- 
ers of America. It is hoped they will be present with us 
at the national Congress of 1896. 

GREETING TO MATTIE A. FREEMAN. 


Resolved, That this Congress hears with regret of the 
ill health of Mrs. M. A. Freeman, late secretary of this 
association, by reason of which she is compelled to resign 
her cfficia] position, while in fall sympathy with the work 
of the organization, The Freethinkers of America recog- 
nize the value of her many years’ service; the talent and 
devotion she has given to the cause; the elcquence both 
of pen and tongue by which she has advanced our cause. 
It is hoped that the labors of the past will still be crowned 
with success in the future, and the unflinching heart and 
brain still contribute £o human knowledge and progress 
in the grand comradeship of Freethought. 

Amidst great enthusiasm letters were read by 
Franklin Steiner from Charles Watts and G2o. W. 
Foote, of England, and then L. K. Washburn, of 
Revere, Mass., was introduced. The cheering which 
greeted his appearence must hav convinced Mr. 
Washburn that he occupied a place very close to 
the hearts of the Liberal party. His address on 
“Liberty and Education” was responded to with 
the heartiest applause throughout. 

President Putnam, who was on the program for 
a speech, said that if he had not been advertised to 
speak he would adjourn the Convention at this 
point, and let the audience go just as it was, filled 
with the inspiration of Washburn’s eloquent words. 
He then spoke briefly upon “ Freethought and 
Progress,” and it may be relied upon that he said 
nothing to modify the enthusiasm. With votes of 
thanks to the speakers, tothe musicians, and to Mrs. 
M. Florence Johnson, the elocutionist, the Con- 
gress ended. 

This report is but à hasty summary of the events 
of this splendid gathering, whose echoes will be 
heard until, reinforced by hundreds of accessions 
to the ranks in this country, and joined by the 
brethren from over the sea, the Congress of 1896 
shall convene. 

Next week Tue Trora Szexer will contain ac- 
knowledgments of contribuiions to the expenses of 
the Congress, with notes on the proceedings, letters 
read, etc., and a general summing up of results, for 
which there is not space in the present issue. 
There is therefore a large quantity of interesting 
matter yet to come. Later the many valuable ad- 


dresses will be published in the Union’s annual 


report. 


Colsnel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 


Nov. 4— Marietta, Ohio. ............ Lesern ee The Bible 
Nov. 5—Wheeling, W. Va....... The Foundations of Faith 
Nov. 6— Pitisburg, Pa............. The Foundations of Faith 
Nov. 7—Altoona, Pa.................ceeeseeesseseee ee The Bible 


Nov. 10—New York city......,...The Foundations of Faith ‘ 


The Canadian Censorship. 
Í From the American Sentinel. 

The Truth Seeker, a “Journal of Freethought 
and Reform,” published in this city, has been ex- 
cluded from the mails in Canada, under a ruling of 
the postmaster-general, because of its ‘scurrilous 
and blasphemous character.” 

It seems that the particular feature of The Truth 
Seeker which has cxcited the ire of the Canadian 
authorities is the pictures which appear each week 
upon the first and last pages of the paper. These 
pictures certainly are objectionable from a Chris- 
tian standpoint. Those appearing on the last page, 
especially, are certainly blasphemous, and we con- 
fess that we do not like them. They are not only 
wicked because they ridicule sacred things, but 
they are often grossly unfair. We believe they 
hurt The Truth Seeker ; but that they justify its ex- 
clusion from the mails is quite another question. 

“ Blasphemy ” is an exceedingly elastic term. In 
some countries to speak against the Virgin Mary is 
to be guilty of * blasphemy.” In the early history 
of Maryland, to speak reproachfully of the virgin 
was an offense punishable by a fine of £5; a second 
offense, by a fine of £10; and a third offense, by a 
confiscation of all property and banishment from 
the colony. 

Genuin Christianity has no use for civil power, 
neither has it anything to fear from The Truth 
Seeker, or from any other paper of like character ; 
and spurious Christianity cannot be trusted with 
the power to define and punish heresy. Those 
who favor the exclusion of The Truth Seeker and 
other Infidel publications from the mails, would not 
stop there; they would likewise exclude everything 
that opposes them. At a National Reform Oon- 
vention held last November in New Castle, Pa., 
De. MeAllister, the editor of the Christian States- 
man, exhibited a copy of The Truth Seeker to the 
audience and called attention to the cartoons on 
the first and last pages, and said that it was simply 
“ secularism gone to seed." That statement was 
as grossly unfair as are some of The Truth Secker’s 
cartoons; but that was not the worst thing the 
doctor did. He spoke of the American Sentinel in 
the same connection and classed it with The Truth 
Seeker, though he certainly knew there was an im- 
passable gulf between the two papers. 

But bad as was Dr. McAllister’s statement, it was 
not sufficiently strong to satisfy Dr. H. H. George. 
He arose, and referring again to The Truth Seeker, 
the Sentinel, and to certain religious liberty tracts 
that had been distributed in the town, said: “ They 
all emanate from the same source and are of the 
same character.” He could not well hav made a 
statement that was more utterly devoid of the 
truth. The Truth Seeker is, to say the least, Ag- 
nostic. It is diametrically opposed to the Obristian 
religion, while the Sentinel is emphatically Chris- 
tian and is edited by ministers of the gospel, and is 
supported almost wholly by Christian people. Thus 
it appears that the same spirit which excludes The 
Truth Seeker from the mails because of its blas- 
phemies, would go farther if it could, and exclude 
from the mails those Christian papers which do not 
teach the popular theology of the day. Both Canada 
and the United States would better endure the 
evils that they hav, rather than place themselvs in 
the power of a lot of theocrats who would speedily 
bring upon them evils which they know not of. 


Ingersoll's new lecture, “The Foundations of 
Faith,” isin press and is for sale at the low price 
of twenty-five cents Same style as his other re- 
cently issued pamphlets. 


—— 
Lectures and Meetings. 


S. P. Putnam lectures at Boston, on November 8d and 
10th, and at East Dennis, Mass., November 24th. Mr. 
Putnam will lecture in New England during the month 
of November. He desires engagementa at all possible 
points in this section. Friends will communicate with 
kim at 28 Lafayette place, New York, care of this office. 


Tux Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia holds 
two meetings on Sunday, November 8d, cor. Broad and 
Wallace sts. At 2:30, address by James Yearsley entilled 
‘My Protest;” at 7:30, Samuel W. Sparks, on ''The 
Mistakes of Ingersoll.” 


FRANKLIN STEINER’ S appointments, so far as now ar- 
ranged, are: Nashua, N. H., November 3d; Scio, O., 
10th; Massillon, O., 11th; Farmdale, O., 12th, 18th, 14th; 
Lorain, O., 17th; Grove City, O., 18th, 19th, 20th; Oin- 
cinnati, O , 24th; Greentown, Ind, 29th, and December 
1st. Mr. Steiner will also lecture in Covington, Ind., 
Whitehall, and Fillmore, Illinois. Address him in care 
of Tar TRUTA Srezer. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for November: : 

Nov. 8—'' The Power of the Boss.” W. H. Beecher. 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for November: 
Nov_1—Debate: ‘‘Protection vs, Free Trade,” Henry 

Nicholas and Henry Rowley. IE CLE i 


Novempzr 2, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


7Ó1 


@hildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Farmer Brown and Justice. 


Good Farmer Brown in years long past 
His Jot beside a stream had cast, 

And much good cash had he laid down 
By selling chickens in the town. 
Prime, plump, and tender were they all 
And brought him prices never small. 


But, 82d to tell, there sometimes came 
Wild floods that well deserved the name. 
They carried off full many a coop, 

And thus curtailed his chicken soup. 
For many years he bore this well 

Until at last worse luck befell. 

Bo wild and high the waters ran 

He found himself a chickless man. 


Angry at this was Brown indeed 
And sought a lawyer with all speed. 
"I want to sue the state,” said he. 
Then danced the lawyer's eyes with glee, 
Aud, writing down the farmer’s name, 
He said, “ Well, sir, let’s hear your claim," 
With burning cheeks the farmer told 
His losses from the waters cold, 
Conoluding, with an angry brow, 
“Justice is what I’m after now." 


“Justice!” the lawyer said in scorn, 

“ She died, my friend, ere you ware born 
You say the waters took your chicks; 
Well, rivers often play those tricks," 


" But come," continued Farmer Brown, 
While deeper grew his wrathful frown. 
“You must, I say, a way provide 
That I may be indemnified. 
Somebody, now, I'm bound to sue, 
To get again what is my due." 
The lawyer smiled, and said, " Oh, well, 
Put on a fifty and Ill tell 
How you this trouble may elude 
And circumvent those waters rude." 


The good man paid the fifty down, 

For fair &nd square was Farmer Brown. 

Then said the lawyer, with a smile, 

" My rule beats justice by a mile.” 
And, with a wink, that rivaled Puck's, 
He softly said, '" My friend, raise ducks!” 
— Ulara J. Denton, in Youth’s Companton. 
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Thankful. 
(A Dranoa) 


Olergyman: Do you love God? 

Tunie: I am not sure that I love any one 
Bince.my dear mamma died. 

0.: But you should love God. 

T.: God who? 

0.: There is but one God. | 

T.: You are mistaken. There are be- 
tween one and two hundred gods. 

O.: It is you who are mistaken. It is 
almost incredible that anyone can be so 
ignorant in such an enlightened age as 
this. 

T.: If there is but one God, then he or 
she has a great many names. Now, I often 
‘hear people say "the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost." 

»» Q.: God is always ‘‘he.” The Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost are one. 

T.: Oh, no; I hav heard them called a 
blessed trinity. Yoni, one of the gods of 
India, and Des, a Roman god, were fe- 
males. 

O.: There is but one true God, and you 
Should love him. 

T.: Why should I? 

O.: For giving you life, and allowing 
you to liv. 

T.: But what if Iam not thankful. 

0.: You should be. 

T.: That is impossible. 
unhappy, too miserable. 

. O.: How so? You hav a home, a father, 
and mother, and little brother. 

. T.: I hav a father who is never at home, 
except evenings, and early in the morning, 
and who really cares for but little except 
to obtain wealth. - I hav a stepmother who 
is cross from the time she gets up in the 
morning until she retires for the night. 
My half-brother is a torment and torture 
to me except when asleep. He invades my 
room at all hours. Disarranges, carries 
off, and loses or destroys the contents and 
keys of my trunk and burean drawers. 
He calls me bad names, and, if I am busy, 
amuses himself by kicking, pinching, or 
pricking me with pins; or, if he hasa stick 
in his hand, he will strike me. If I pro- 
test, my stepmother’s anger increases ten- 
fold. What hav I to be thankful for? 

O.: That you hav food and shelter from 


My life is too 


the night, the cold, and the storms. Re- 
member, whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth. You must love those who perse- 
cute you and pray God to soften their 
hearts. 

T.: If this God you speak of was a good 
God he would soften their hearts without 
being asked. 

C.: You shock me with your wickedness 
and depravity. You say you are unhappy. 
How can you expect God will bless you 
and make you happy ? 

T.: You told me whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth. 

O.: I see you are on the direct road to 
hell, and are sure to get there, so I will 
say no more. 

T.: Then good-bye until we meet again. 

Mrs. Jaynes (a Liberal and Tunie’s 
aunt): My poor Tunie, I could not help 
listening to your conversation with the 
clergyman. I did not know before of your 
treatment and suffering. I leave in a few 
days for my Western home. I am very 
lonely since Nina died. Would you like 
to go with me and take her place there ? 

T.: Do you really mean it, auntie ? 

Mrs. J.: I certainly do. : 

T.: Oh, I would be so glad. 

Mrs. J.: Do you think your father 
would be willing ? 

T.: Yes. I know he would be glad to 
hav me out of the way. 

Mrs. J.: Then as soon as I hav spoken 
to him, which I will to do to-night, we 
will call it settled. Ü 

T. (embracing Mrs. J.): O auntie, it 
seems too good to be true, How happy I 
will be, and ifI am happy I do think I 
will be good. Now I am thankful. 

(CURTAIN. ) 
S. ATHENA MaAGooN. 
dor vede ge 
Sum in Division. 

General Kuox, of Revolutionary fame, 
was a man of quick perceptions and ready 
wit, and withal was accustomed to say 


| what he pleased. After the war he lived 


at Thomaston, Me., where he had a large 
estate. 

Gen. George Ulmer, of one of the neigh- 
boring'towns, presented himself to Gen- 


‘| eral Knox one day as a land surveyor. 


He detailed somewhat ostentatiously his 
long experience, together with his recent 
purchase of a new and very superior set of 
instruments. If General Knox needed 
any service in his line, he would engage to 
giv perfeot satisfaction. 

** You're the very man I hav been look- 
ing for!" exclaimed General Kuox. ‘‘I 
hav à hundred acres of land which I wish 
to divide into house lots of ten acres each. 
How many will it make? 

Uulmer was considerably disconcerted 
by the suddenness of the question, aud, 
naturally enough, was prepared to find it 
difficult. He began to collect himself, 
mentally re-stating the premises, and striv- 
ing to acquire sufficient coolness to solve 
the problem correctly. 

General Kuox counted as many seconds 
as he thought necesary, and then inter- 
rupted the other’s cogitations by remark- 
ing, abruptly, ‘‘ Oh, well, it’s no matter 
about an immediate answer. Any other 
time will do just as well,” and at once fell 
to talking about something else. 

Ulmer was so chagrined at his own stu- 
pidity that he never broached the subject 


afterward.— Youth’s Companion. 
i 


Correspondence. 


Pirrspure, PA., Oct. 19, 1895. 

Drar Miss Wixon: At last I hav plucked 
up courage to write you a letter from this 
priestly, religious city of Pittsburg. Sev- 
eral times before I hay started to write, 
but being dissatisfied with my attempts 
hav torn them up. I liv with my grand- 
parents on a farm about seven or eight 
miles out from the center of the city. 

I do not hate the duped Catholics and 
Protestants, but pity them, and would 
gladly do all Icanto help them. They, 
on the other hand, are generally vindictiv 
toward Liberals. Grandma raised a family 
of nine who are all Freethinkers. 

Some of the people around here think 
that the more they suffer on earth, the 
more glory they will gain in their world 
above, where the repentant murderers go. 

We hav to read the Bible in school, and 
if anyone asks a question which would help 
him to light he is told that he must not go 
behind the Seriptures. Therefore he is 
ever kept in darkness. 

It is now getting late and I must close, 
although I could write longer. Ifsome of 


the boys or girls between fifteen and sev- 
enteen will write I will answer. 
Yours for Freethought, 
Orve B. Warsn. 

[Olive is right in her conclusions. We 
should not hate those who differ from us, 
but try in a gentle and reasonable way to 
show them the truth. Religion is largely 
a matter of education. Hobbes, a cele- 
brated Freethinker and philosopher, said, 
** Superstition is religion out of fashion, 
and religion is superstition in fashion.” 
There is a great deal to do before the fash- 
ionable superstition can be banished from 
the world. Olive can do her part in the 
great work, and we are sure she will,— 
Ep. C. C.J 


Book Notes. 


“Right Living." By Susan H. Wixon. 
This book givs an admirable course of 
study in ethics, and supplies a longfeit 
want of an ethical text-book especially 
adapted to the comprehension of children, 
as well as of older persons whom it is 
wisely and appropriately designed to in- 
terest while teaching them valuable ethical 
lessons. It could be used to good purpose 
in lyceums, and in families. It is an ex- 
cellent book and should be widely circu- 
lated. Price, $1. For sale at this office. 

At the last meeting of the Tulare County 
School Board in June, Miss Susan Wixon’s 
book, **Right Living," was added to the 
list of library books for selection by school 
district trustees, the price being $1. The 
book was written for the instruction and 
guidance of youth especially and has been 
adopted by many Eastern school boards 
and introduced in colleges. The attention. 
of teachers and district schools trustees is 
directed to this highly meritorious work 
when selecting snd ordering additions to 
their libraries.— Tulare Valley Citizen, 
Cal. 

“No Beginning, or the Fundamental 
Fallacy," is the title of a new work by Mr. 

H. Maple, who is well known to the 
people of Lucas county. It is devoted to 
a logical demonstration of the non-exist- 
ence of a first cause or beginning. * * * 
It opposes supernaturalism and favors ra- 
tional right doing as the true theory of 
human advancement. Mr. Maple was al- 
ways recognized as a strong man intellect- 
ually, and when it is considered that this 
work is the produet of years of the most 
careful thought. and critical research it 
may be supposed that in this diseussion he 
has given to the. public matter that must 
appeal to the highest capabilities ot think- 
ing people. We do not mean by this that 
the work is abstruse or metaphysical in 
character, but that it appeals to pure rea- 
son, and in so doing will necessarily wield 
8 powerful influence for good in freeing 
many minds from the cobwebs begotten of 
ignorant superstition and unreasoning in- 
tolerance. We regard it as a masterpiece. 
* * * Ina literary sense it has few equals. 
The language is pure, the style elegant, 
without any apparent effort at ornateness, 
and the printer has done his full part in 
producing & book that will grace any li- 
brary.—Chariton (Iowa) Democrat. Price 
of the book $1. Address Tue Trora 
SEEKER, 


A Pound of Facts 


is worth oceans of theories. More infants are 
sücce:sfully raised on the Gail Borden Eagle 
Brand Condensed Milk than upon any other food, 
Infant Healthis a valuable pamphlet for moth- 
ers. Send your address to the New York Con- 
densed Milk Company, New York. 


JUST OUT! 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 


1896. 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


Contents: Balfour's ‘' Foundations of Belief:’ 
An Agnostic Hejoinder. S. Laiag; Agnosticism 
and ‘ts Equivalents, Amos Waters; The Man, 
Jesus Christ: The Germ of tbe Christian Myth, 
J. Allanson Picton; Psyche: A Puem, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); Mind as Controled by Matter, 
Constance E. Piumptre; The Faiths of Oar Forc- 
fathers, Charles Watte; An Agnostic View of 
Theism and Monism, R. Bithell, BSc, rh.D ; 
The Old Testament Library J. J. Gould; Im: 
mortality, W. A. Leonard: The rhysiological 
Bias Re Religious Leaders, Furneaux Jordan, F 


Price, 25 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TWO DOLLARS FOR ONE 


“THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ” 


The only paper published for the young that is 
free fromsuperstition. One year 50 cents. Six 
months, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Tatile 
Freethinker has been enlarged and improved 
and is now a paper Liberals may be proud of. 
Ill send tte Freethinker, Fooie’s Health 
Monthly, and The Mauylower 'Magaztne one 
year, the Home, a 16-pagestory paver, and twelve 
fine flowering bulbs of different kinds, all for $1. 

d Address ELMINA D. SLENKER, 


nowville, Pulaski county, Va. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, . 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance 
12mo, 300 pp., #1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1 25. 
TheStory Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins; illus- 


trated covers; 4to. 224 DD., boards. $1. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse. 
A short story that will interest children apd 
Parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 


L. K. Washburn's Works 


The False Teaching of the. Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think 


aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers. 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cente, 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cente, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
Being the story of his mental’ Journey frum 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. | 
Prios, paver, 25 cents: sioth, 75 e6nme. 


HIGHEST QUALITY OF ALL. 


Qolumlia 
gr. Bicycles 


( 
6 2) THE STANDARD 
& FOR ALL... 


eyes upon the beauty 
and grace of the 1895 
Columbias? Have you 
tested and compared 
them with all others? 


POPE Only by such testing can 
MFG. you know how fully the 
CO. Columbia iusti its 
Hartford, Conn. umbia justifies 
BRANCHES» proud title of the Stand- 
Mew vonx ard for the World. And 


CHICAGO 

SAN FRANCISCO 
PROVIDENCK 
BUFFALO 


the price is but 
An Art 


Catalogue 


of these famous wheels 
and of Hartfords, $8 
. $60, free at any Colum- 
bia Agency, or matled 
` for two 2-cent stamps. 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to repair 
clo-ely regulate and re.urn watches 2d or ad 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butchered instesd of restored Many 
are now making money but m&uf more can make 
money easy by 8ending me the work of their 
friends and neighbors. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, eto. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spoon, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 


Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL, 


^02 


Paba: *Did you ask God to giv you 
your daily bread this morning?" Bobby: 
“No, papa; I looked in the pantry last 
night and saw that there was enough to 
last for three days."— Harper's Bazar. 


“I mav been requested,” said the good 
pastor, beaming over the pulpit, **to offer 
prayers for rain, but the superintendent 
informs me that the Sunday-school picuic 
is arranged for Tuesday." —Rockland Tri- 
une. 


“ My friend,” said the long-coated old 
man solemnly, **hav you made preparation 
for the day of judgment!" ‘‘Sir,” re- 
plied the young man, **that's how I make 
my living." ‘‘Young man!” “Tm em- 
ployed in the sheriff's office." 


Upon the recent death of an eminent di- 
vine the following bulletin was placed by 
the family on the door of his late residence: 
** Mr. Smith departed this life for heaven 
at 11 o'clock a.m.” Some passing wag, 
possessed of more drollery than reverence, 
placed underneath the notice, a telegraph 
blank filled out in the following manner: 
* Heaven, 123.—Mr. Smith not yet ar- 
rived, getting uneasy. Peter." 


Tag puritan did not believe in the joy 
of eating. He only ate to pray. Time at 
the table was time wasted from hoeing and 
prayers and killing Indians, so he liked to 
hav his mesls'on the five-cent-lunch- 
counter principle—compact, quickly swal- 
lowed. and no matter about tne digestion. 
Nobody was looking on to see whether 
that part of it was according to law or not. 
And so the United States pie had its growth. 
— Brooklyn Eaqte. 


PnEAcmmg in the abbey Canon Wilber- 
force told a story of the celebrated Welsh 
preacher, Christmas Evans, who dared 
publiely to express his thankfulness for 
Jenny Lind’s beautiful singing. A mem- 
ber of his congregation, a strait-laced Ca!- 
vinist, standing on the steps of the pulpit, 
asked the preacher whether a man: dying 
at one of Jenny Lind's concerts would go 
to heaven. ''Sir," replied Mr. Evans, ‘‘a 
Christian will go to heaven wherever he 
dies, but a fool remains a fool even on the 
pulpit steps." Even the sober abbey con- 
gregation could hardly stifle its enjoy- 
ment of this repartee.— Westminster Ga- 
zette, 


THE SKY: PILOT. 


You hav often seen the the Pilot, 
As he saxctimonious stands, 

In his glossy ccat of broadcloth, 
With a Bible in his hands, 

And his empty head bent forward 
In a pious sort of way, 

As he asks the Lord to clothe him 
And to feed him day by day. 


And you’ve often heard the Pilot 
Expounding Moses’s law, 
And heard him tell the story 
Of great Samson’s ass's jaw; 
But that he should earn his living 
With the sweat upon his brow, . 
f you tell him ne'er so gently 
You will raise a holy row. 


No! that ne'er would suit,the Pilot, 
Who with work's not in accord, 

And he hurries up to tell you 
He's a servant of the Lord; 

If the best you hav you giv him, 
He will want it better still; 

For the shepherd must be paid for, 
And the sheep must pay the bill. 


How he talks of golden pavements, 
And the city’s pearly gates; 
How an everlasting mansion 
Each poor Lazarus now awaits; 
And he tells us that the weather 
In that city’s always warm— 
But he shears his sheep in winter 
To protect hia own sleek form. 


How he shuns the poor that labor, 
And the rauper in the ditch, 

And proclaims they were created 
To be servants of the rich; 

Then he helps the great to plunder 
And grind the weak and low; 

“I’m about my Father's business!” 
He says. ‘‘ He made it so." 


You hav often met the Pilot 
At the picnic and the tea, 

At the concert and the lecture, 
Where he always passes free; 

And you've always met him smiling— 
What has.be to make him sad? 

He has all the world can giv him, 
So he thinks we should be glad. 


He's a ** worker (?) in the vinyard,” 
So he digs, and prunes, and hacks 
In the glorions work of piling 
Burdens on the sinners’ backs. 
He’s the Pilot of Life’s Ocean, 
Though its chart he’ll never know; 
And he’ll land—or sink—you somewhere, 
If you giv him half a show. 


— W. A, Ratcliffe, in Secular Thought. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Jot for Parsons. m Good Pamphlets at Low Prices. | 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed siugly ior 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply to a 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


generall C Luse. 4 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D, Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. : 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written whilejourneying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers af the former ages. D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettstein’s 

raternal attacks on Spiritualiem. 

THE GLORY OF IN-IDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic.ques- 
tion, ^ What Has Infidelity Done?" should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


ta do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 

discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 

on. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. “Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 


Protestant. : 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
ofthe New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Oid Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy, H.J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD.  *'It is an open secret 

that man has always made his Gods. They 

exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. 


of what 
Samuel P. Putnam. 
ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 


Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
== man’s best. ‘he subjects considered are: Or- 
= thodox Religion Dying Out. Religi 


=; hammed, ‘The Destruction of Art, The D 
Æ covery of America. i 
à Charies Darwin, 8 


is- 
Copernicus and Kepler, 
pecial Providence, The 

Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
* of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
=. The Second Birth Ins irasiqn, The Reign of 

Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
A Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
co Evasions, * No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 

cles of the New Testament, The 
= Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 


l K e away man ! 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” | 
This pamphlet, therefore, is 2 consideration ! 


earchers. 
nd of a God man should make. | WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


Religious Deaths ‘ 
-= and Births, ‘fhe Religion of Reciprocity; Mo- { 


cension, ' 


nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned 
what I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text, “The Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 
PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon, FREDERIOK Dovenass and Cor. Ros- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Uolonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 Wea 
PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts 


t efforts. 
THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Oon- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widdicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged fou H J Seigneuret. 

SISTE UCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written betore Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 15th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot, 
and Longfellow. 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A aba bed consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's alleged acts which would lead one 
to that conclusion. K Washburn. 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Putnsm. 
Tre title poem i& perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putuam's many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideat 
aud the Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poemso often 
recited with great effeot by Oharles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers' International Congr^ss at Chi- 


cago. Considering: The Cause of Woman’s 
Su a: 
Upon 


jugation, The Canon Law and Its Effects 

i»r, Theology Never Helpfulto Woman, 

Inveution Woman’s Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. susau H. Wixon 

WOMAN; HER PAST AND PRESENT, 

HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage Ar- 
socia ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH RREKER, OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


At wil 


It will 


Corner 
Make You 
the 
Laugh. Parson. 
m bid M 
By WATSON HESTON. 

The Stories Humorously Tojd—And Hard Facts Full-P 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the A) Pages. 200 aaah age 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 

CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloody Joshua, 
ome Giants, e Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
The Advent d Work " i i i 
Atreus pa Ore of Nosh, | General Gtia a end Bisora 


Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family x 

Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, |. 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God’s Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings,} 
dventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city, 
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In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


n 


t 
In 


| ' i, 


BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
** In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim oj 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll's 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


** Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
“ Voltaire ” and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Oolonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the. 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, , 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand.. 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker, 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Ixarnsorv's great. 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam-. 
phlet, and containing the Century's: 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to. 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Inarrsoxz, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


DADOS a eee NA 
IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxexnsoLL's Famous Letters: 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25. centa. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Gems of Phought. 


Snowy comes the future, swiftly as an 
arrow flies the present, while the past 
stands forever still.—Ancient Sige. 


_PropaBuy all will admit that political 
life is healthy only in proportion as it is 
conscientious; but a few will admit that, 
28 a corollary, political life carried on by 
party warfare is unhealthy; and that po- 
litical beneficence may fitly seek to miti- 
gate and, as far as possible, abolish such 
warfare. * * > Yes, party-loyalty has 
come to be a fancied virtue to which the 
real virtue of veracity is sacrificed. — Her. 
bert Spencer. 


On the whole, an artist * ° > gains 
something by being attacked. His indi- 
viduality isintensified. He becomes more 
completely himself. Of course, the at- 
tacks are very gross, very impertinent, 
and very contemptible But, then, no 
artist expects grace from the vulgar mind, 
or style from the suburban intellect. Vul- 
garity and stupidity are too very vivid 

acts in modern life. One regrets them, 
naturally. But there they are. They are 
subjects for study, like everything else. 
And it is only fair to state, with regard to 
modern journalists, that they always 
apologize to one in private for what they 
hav written against one in public. — Anon, 


Here is another discovery made by 
Hagh Price Hughes. ‘‘ How astonishing 
it is,” he exclaims, apropos of the Vestal 
Virgins, ‘‘ that woman occupied all through 
the history of Rome a position of such 
commanding influence and authority "— 
and he puts in another note of admiration. 
Bat there is nothing at all astonishing in 
the matter. Paganism honored mother- 
hood. Ohristianity reviled it, and taught 
that the first baby born in the world was 
the offspring of ** sin." Nothing is clearer, 
83 Principal Donaldson admits, than that 
Ohristianity degraded woman from the 
proud and honorable position she had at- 
tained to under the pagan law of the Ro- 
man empire.— London Freethinker. 


WE hav no right to believe a thing true 
because everybody says so, unless there 
&re good grounds for believing that some 
one person, at least, has the means of 
knowing what is true, and is speaking the 
truth so far as he knows it. However 
many nations and generations of men are 
brought into the witness-box, they cannot 
testify to anything which they do not 
know. Every man who has accepted the 
statement from somebody else, without 
himself testing and verifying it, is out of 
court; his word is worth nothing at all. 
And when we get back at last to the true 
birth and beginning of the statement, two 
Serious questions must be disposed of in 
regard to him who first made it: was he 
mistaken in thinking that he Anew about 
this matter or was he lying?— William 
Kingdon Clifford. 


AnBoHugoLOGY, however, is, after all, a 
dealing with dry bones, a series of infer- 
ences from inanimate objects. The color 
and the warmth of life, it never has. How 
can we divine the real meaning of the 
fragments and ruins, the forgotten sym- 
bols and the perished gods, it shows us? 
The means bas been found, and this 
through a discovery little less than mar- 
velous, the most pregnant of all that an- 
thropology has yet offered, not yet appre- 
eiated even by the learned. This dis- 
covery isthat of the physical unity of man, 
the parallelism of his development every- 
where and in all time; nay, more, the nigh 
&bsolnte uniformity of his thoughts and 
agtions, his aims and methods, when in the 
same degree of development, no matter 
where he is, or in what epoch living. 
Scarcely anything but his geographical 
environment, using that term in its larg- 
est sense, seems to modify the monotonous 
sameness of his creations.—Prof, D. G. 
Brinton. 


He [Voltaire] did not intend to giv 
priests the satisfaction of seeing him burn 
or suffer, Upon this very point of recant- 
ing he wrote: ‘‘They say I must retract. 
Very willingly. I will declare that Pascal 
is always right. That if St. Luke and St. 
Mark contradict one another, it is only an- 
other proof of the trath of religion to those 
who know how to understand such things; 
and that another lovely proof of religion 
is that it is unintelligible. I will even 
avow that all priests are gentle and disin- 
terested; that Jesuits are honest people, 
that monks are neither proud nor given to 
intrigue, and that their odor is agreeable; 
that the Holy Inquisition is the triumph of 
humanity and tolerance. tn a word, I 
will say all that may be desired of me, pro- 
vided they leave me. in repose, and will 
mof persecute a man who has done harm 
fo none.” He gave the best years of his 
-wondrouslife to succor the oppressed, to 
shield the defenseles, to reverse infamous 
decrees, to rescue the innocent, to reform 
ithe laws of Franca, to do away with tort- 
wre, to soften the hearts of priests, to en- 
dighten judges, to civilize the people, and 
to banish from the heart of man the love 
and lust of war.—Ingersoll. 
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JY ows of the (Deck. 
Tus mint at New Orleans is practically 
abandoned. 


Tue apple crop of the year is estimated 
at 8,000,000 bushels more than last year. 


By two explosions on a ship near Kin 
chow, China, 500 out of 700 soldiers were 
killed and drowned. 


Frevp-Marsaat DuNST-ÀDELSHELM, of 
Austria, committed suicide, with his wife, 
on account of financial trouble. 


On Oct. 21st the Health Department of 
Chicago declared both diphtheria and ty- 
phoid fever epidemic in that city. 


An experiment in the use of the electric 
trolley for the propulsion of boats on the 
Erie Canal is being tried at Buffalo. 


THERE was a gain of 54,000,000 pounds 
of tin-plate manufactured in the United 
States the first year of the operation of 
the new Tariff. 


On Oct. 31st fourteen more Chinese were 
put to death at Kucheng, Chiua, for par- 
ticipation iu the massacre of English mis- 
sionaries at H wasang. 


Tue Children’s Home at Stargard, in 
the S:jonschek District of Polish Prussia, 
has been destroyed by fire. Ten children 
were burned to death. 


Ex Governor Oxives Ames died at North 
Easton, Mass., on Ost. 22d. He was the 
son of Oakes Ames, the great shovel man- 
ufacturer. He was 64 years of age. 


IT was very cold for the season in Eng 
land on Oct. 24th. Snow fell in Lanca- 
shire and other places during the night, 
and there were 12 degrees of frost in Lon- 
don. 


JAPAN has arrested Miura, its late and 
deposed minister to Cores, holding him 
guilty of gross neglect, if nothing worse, 
in connection with the assassination of the 
queen. 


Moszz attacks on Christians are reported 
from Armenian Turkey. It is difficult to 
determin how much of truth and how 
much of religious and political capital 
there is in these bulletins, 


- Tuere is now some talk that Russia and 
Japan will divide Corea between them. 
Thesituation seems to be grave, as Russian 
warships are moving south toward the Co- 
rean coast next to Japan. 


A sPROIAL officials’ train on the Lake 
Shore and Michigan Southern and New 
York Central railways made the run from 
Chicago to New York. 980 miles, in 17 
hours 45 minutes and 23 seconds. 


Free Cuba day at the Atlanta Exposition 
has been postponed from Nov. 6th to Dec. 
17th, it is said by the order, substantially, 
of the federal administration. Governor 
Matthews, of Indiana, will deliever the 
oration. i 

ANOTHER expedition has sailed from the 
Delaware river with men and munitions 
for Cuba, It is commanded by the 
gon of the first president of the provisional 


Cuban republie of twenty years ago, Gen- 
eral Cespedes, 


A MATL train on the Pennsylvania rail- 
road was wrecked near Harrisburg on Oct. 
24th. Two lives were lost, several persons 
were injured, and four mail cars were 
burned. Fifty thousand letters were de- 
stroyed and the total loss on mails equals 
$100,000. 


Cuicaco will annex and reclaim 169 acres 
of the lake front for park purposes, 
Drives, trees, boulevards, musical hall. 
and duplication in stone of the World’s 
Fair buildings are proposed. But the 
scheme may fall through, as the state has 
a claim to all submerged lands. 


Tur New York Commissioners of Chari- 
ties and Correction hav promulgated reso- 
Intions abolishing all the boards of visiting 
and consulting physicians in the various 
city hospitals, and providing for a reor- 
ganization before Nov. 1st. It is charged 
by the outs that this is a political game, 


Ex-Congressman Lyncu, of Mississippi, 
hopes to be able to defeat the attempts in 
his state and South Carolina to disfranchise 
the Negroes. He proposes to hav candi- 
dates nominated in all districts. It is not 
expected that any will be elected under 
the discriminating constitutions of the two 
states, but an appeal will be taken to Con- 
gress on the ground that Congress alone 
has the right to determin the means of 
ehoosing its members, 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 
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greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
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present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
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NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'REETHINKER’S Prororiat Tzxr-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
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the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proronma. Texr-Boox. 
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Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
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claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
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state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
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few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—Privx DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The bock has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


» 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all, At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a» wonderful success, and we judge fromour 2m 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
& copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ - 
Magazine, ` 

Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethough! 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
niahi and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of . 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator, 


: Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all: pense to you. Or, if you are not nowa 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. , i 
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WITH 
THE 


{November 9, 1895 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


‘For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru Szxxer one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


~ The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 


and political movement. 


its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. 


It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


** FouR 


Hounprep YEARS oF FnexTHOUGHT' embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 


most shining advance. 


Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 


progress. 
est 


No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains tt 
oughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious an 


e great- 


magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regalar rat 
SP E CIA L ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT. 


IIIS UIN INUAS PS à Sa IS Gf 


* 
1 


For $5 we willsend Taz Trura Smexer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 


great Works Oomplete”($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, aad 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tux Truru Serrar one year ($3) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers ” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz TauTH Seeker one year ($3) and James B. 


Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). 
It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 


wants this book. 


This is a splendid offer, for every one 


hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux TaurH Sxzzkxs one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tuz Truru Szxkx& one year ($3) and “ The Free- 


d thinker's Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Tug Truru Sxzkx& one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Ilustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Terors Szrxer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 


ament Stories Comieally Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


The Freethinker's Palreji 


FREETHOUGHT vs, SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for 84.50. The 


2.75 Pin and Tae Trors 
EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoor 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar fRnoons and "Il'RUTH SpzrER, $5, Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoca 
lt bowl. 50c. more, Address THà TRUTH SEE TER. 


3 


Scientific Books Cheap. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hay on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities 

with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
,B. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. . 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. %5 cents, 

Formaxion o: Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. à 

Bcience and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. | 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. "5 cents. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. t 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.8., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.B. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By 
illiams, F.0.8. Two books in one volume 
75 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory 
_ By Gzgonaz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarz;ng the great subject of 
Design. to which the sharch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evideuce of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. ... 
All nature has thus been transformed before thc 
view of the present generation 1n a manner anc 
to an extent that has never before been, possible. 
and inasmuch as the change which has taker 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, ii 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenl; 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
ated, Price, cloth, #2 

28ír& ce, clo 
. Address, ' THE TRUTH SEEKER 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms or religious wor- 
ship. and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Christian religion. Ii 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
Cloth to 25 cents in paper. 9O cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER CO. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS i 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition 


Part I.—Besearches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 

Part Il.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. MM 

Part iIL-—Derivation of Ohristianity ; twenty 


c ppters. . 
Part Hw ence Came the Aryans? Five chap. 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York Oitv. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 8, INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The authoris also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, & his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business. mn, kind. 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypo rits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of- Natures A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. . . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 

of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 
ofits Rise and Decline. Cloth, 81. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth, $2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Simday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Bunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine ag 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


All are architects of fate . 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some witb massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments ot rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
' TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Hrewenker-Biidher. 


Wir haben folgende Biidjer in 
beut|djer Sprache, tweldje fehr berühmt find: 


,, Sie Srrthimer Mofes,” 
Cine frittídje Beleudtung des Dentateud, im 
Sidt der modernen Weltan: 
{hauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Stirdje am Ende 
be8 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gitterdimmerung, 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


rr Bunder und Wunderthiter, ^ 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


p, Glaube und Vernunft,” 
oder LE BON SENS, 
bes römifd-tatolifhen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Uus bem franzöfifhen überfebt von 
Sraulein Unna Knoop. 
$01 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umidhlag und 
Flarem Druck. Un fere dentfhen Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man abreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sa es, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1,115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine: 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religión of Deism, 
Common Sense, T'he Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
gioh, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Tue uods and Religions of Ancient and 


Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 

count of all the gods the nations of the earth 

have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 

Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ irgin Mary, and the 
: Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vot. describes fully 

all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying 8z pes being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. y D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol- 
ume.or $5for thetwo volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
3eeker Library." Ifall are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose." 
Price 35 centa. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YoU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti! ongs o 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and 3 herpoets 
and sin them in your homes, maki ig ‘nem hap- . 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A ooPY -G:een olot 
gilt title. 40 cents: half bound. 25 3 "ia. 


The Bible and Evolution. 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
of Mr Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics, and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror, Y W. Nzwman, Price 25 cont». 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKUR.’ 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.We shall be obliged to onr 
readers if they will send asthe name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


The Relations of Crime to Belief. 
Referring to the alleged statement of the swin- 
-dler and probably multiple-murderer, Holmes— 
now on trial in Philadelphia—that, “I am a be- 
liever in the teachings of Paine and Ingersoll,” the 
Catholic News comments : 


**Tf he were a believer in God it would be surprising 
that he could be such a fiend as he is said ta be, but there 
is nothing startlingly inconsistent between his creed and 
his crime. Perhaps that is the reason the secular papers 
do not prominently announce his Infidel views.” 


The same paper says that if the Editor of Tur 
Troura SEExzR will “make a paper that is decent 
and that deals in gentlemanly controversy " “there 
will be no doubt that the postmaster-general of 
Canada will allow it to go through the mails in that 
country.” We are always willing to be gentle- 
manly in discussion, but the editor of the News 
must certainly realize that our position is an ex- 
ceedingly difficult one. Our antagonists are Chris- 
tian ministers and editors, and the ordinary mortal 
who could always preserve the amenities of debate 
under such circumstance would be more meek than 
Moses, more non-resistant than a Quaker, more 
patient under provocation than the Christian who 
does not turn his left cheek to the smiter of the 
right. To illustrate, take the foregoing assertions 
ofthe News in connection with the alleged Infidelity 
of Holmes—would not the Freethinker who could 
treat the writer of those averments as a truthful 
man be co nsiderably more mild-tempered and mild- 
mannered than the average orthodox “saint”? It 
goes without saying that a person capable of edit- 
ing a journal like the Mews knows that multitudes 
of believers in a god hav committed crimes as atro. 
cious or more atrocious than those charged to the 
man on his trial in Philadelphia; that he knows 
that thousands of these criminals were members of 
the Oatholic church, and devoted believers in its 
dogmas, and that the names of many such ene- 
mies of humanity are blazoned with exceptional 
conspicuousness on the pages of history, where all 
may see them. Let him study the prison records 
of the present and he will ascertain—supposing, 
for charity’s sake, that he is now ignorant of the 
fact—that the inhabitants of our penitentiaries are 
almost to a man believers in the gods and Christs 
and sacred scriptures. Indeed, he cannot be 
wholly ignorant in the premises, for some of his 
fellow churchmen right here in this state hav 


pleaded for greater opportunities for the religious 


ministrations of Catholic priests and sisters in the 
penal institutions of New York, frankly on the 
ground that there were very many Catholics in 


those institutions, as everybody knows, of course. 


Why, then, in one paragraph say that it would be 
“surprising " for a believer in a god to be the fiend 
that Holmes is said to be, and a little farther down 
in the same column beg for gentlemanly treatment 
at the hands of Frethought controversialists? 
Does this editor expect Atheists to accept such 
“compliments” with Chesterfieldian bows and 
suave expressions of regret? And then to be told 
that there is nothing “startlingly inconsistent” be- 


o | tween the “creed” of Paine and Ingersoll and 


crimes like those which Holmes is under suspicion 
of committing is, we suppose, but another evidence 
of the truthful and gentlemanly instincts of the 
priest whom Mr. Herman Ridder hires to edit the 
Catholic News, and to be gratefully received as a 


Special favor by all Liberals ! 


Paine and Ingersoll hav not taught that the 
whole human family is so hopelessly depraved that 
nothing less than the sacrifice of a sinless man-god 
can giv them even a chance for salvation. They 
hav not taught that belief in this human sacrifice 
will atone for a life of crime and transport the 
believer to the realms of the blessed while his un- 
believing victims are wrapped in the flames of an 
endless hell. They hav not taught that while the 
debit of every possible crime against man may be 
canceled by the credit of faith in the atoning blood 
of Jesus, the undefinable and imaginary “sin 
against the ‘Holy Ghost’” will be pardoned in 
neither time nor eternity. Paine and Ingersoll hav 
not held up as the exemplars of the young and as 
“fathers of the falthful” and men “after God’s 
own heart” the Old Testament heroes, many of 
whom were guilty of about every crime conceivable, 
who “waded through slaughter” to thrones, and 
massacred. opposing nations, men, women, and 
children, saving only the maidens for the ravening 
hands of their blood.drunk soldiers. Paine and 
Ingersoll hav not subscribed to the infamous doc- 
trine of exclusiv salvation; they hav not advocated 
persecution for opinion’s sake; they hav not de- 
fended the Bible-sanctioned and church-practiced 
murder of “witches.” Paine and Ingersoll hav 
opposed the slavery that neither Jesus nor Paul 
dared condemn; they hav demanded the equality 
of rights for woman denied to her by Paul and by 
the church through all the centuries of its su- 
premacy; they hav asked for the equal liberty of 
citizens and for even-handed justice between man 
and man; they hav exposed fraud, let in the light 
on superstition, and made cruelty odious. No 
wonder that the priests of the church grown rich 
by fraud, the priests of the church whose stock in 
trade is superstition, the priests of the church 
whose indelible record is that of the cruelest hier- 
archy that ever cursed the world—no wonder 
that the priests and priest-editors of ‘his church 
fear and hate the teachers of Freethought and 
would deny the most palpable facts of history and 
the ‘clearest deductions of reason in the futil 
attempt to make it appear that a notorious criminal 
—or a man accused of great crimes—owes his 
criminality to the fact of his asserted Infidelity. 
But while the press is not so free as it should be, 
it is yet too free to permit such slanderous imputa- 
tions to go uncontradicted and unexposed. 

Recurring to Holmes: The reporter ofthe World, 
describing the personal appearance of the accused, 
said that there was a very sharp and peculiar 
* bump” on the otherwise flat surface of the top- 
head. “It would be said to mean reverence, by the 


usual phrenologist, but not reverence for human 
life—at all events, not in this case.” Itis a fact of 
mental science that great spirituality and venera- 
tion godward are often associated with the most 
atrocious crimes manward. For instance, if a man: 
has been taught that it is his duty to God to smite 
the “children of the devil,” the cruelty of the 
smiting will be in a direct ratio to the intensity of 
the faith. Of this close connection of the destruc- 
tiv and the spiritual elements in a man we find 
many illustrations in the Bible and in the religious 
history of all ages. What Abraham purposed to do 
to his son to please God has been done by many 
men and women since, with the same end in view, 
most frequently as the direct or indirect result of 
their reading of the Abrahamic legend. One of the 
latest reported attempts to imitate the “ Father of 
the Faithful” was made at Buffalo on October 26th, 
inst., by Louis Hirschberger, who “has for some 
time past been afflicted with religious mania,” as 
stated in a dispatch to the Sun. On the evening of. 
the previous day, Friday, he told his neighbors that 
he had eaten meat that day, and that for this crime 
against the canons of the church he had been 
commanded by God to sacrifice his five children. 
He took a board and cut five holes in it; then he 
dragged the children out of bed and forced their 
heads into the holes. At this time his wife appeared 
and rescued the children. Later in the day he re- 
newed the attempt and was just ready to cut off the 
heads of the children with an ax when their cries 
brought the neighbors to the scene in time to pre- 
vent the “act of faith." Then the man was arrested. 
We hope that the Catholic News will not think that 
we are going beyond the limits of “ gentlemanly con- 
iroversy" when we ask why it is that these at- 
tempted and accomplished bloody sacrifices are 
invariably inspired by religious precedents and re- 
ligious faith. 

That Holmes might hav been another Abraham 
or Freeman or Hirschberger is more than probable. 
Referring to him, the Hvening Sun says: 

“With his mental development, his present and past 
tendency for evil operating in the Oopposit direction, 
Holmes would hav been a religious enthusiast, probably 
a fanatic. He might even hav tried to establish a new 
sect, would certainly hav got many women and a few 
weak-minded men to look upon him as having come from 
the deity." 

The prospect certainly does not appear bright 
for the success of the pious attempt to make H. H. 
Holmes, alias Herman W. Mudgett, logically or in 
fact a disciple of Thomas Paine and Robert G. 
Ingersoll. l 


Still Fearful of Doubt. 

Rev. N. D. Hillis is the successor of the late 
David Swing as pastor of the independent congre- 
gation meeting in Central Music Hall, Chicago, 
The Zn£er-Ocean of October Tth givs three solid 
columns of eight-point type to a report of a sermon 
delivered by Mr. Hillis the previous Sunday. The 
reverend gentleman began in this way: 

‘s Christianity challenges investigation. It covets anal- 
ysis and exhibits its proofs. With the calm confidence 
that beccmeth certainties, it takes nothing for granted, 
but thrusts everything into reason’s crucible. No man is 
asked to believe against his judgment. Rather is he to 
withhold faith until the argument overcomes his doubts 
and compels his belief. Obristianity’s spirit forbids 
faith outrunning the facts.” 

A little farther along he says: ** Ohristianity’s 
appeal is to the reason. Its foundations are facts 
and arguments.” It is a great pity that the world 
has had to wait nineteen centuries for Mr. Hillis 
to tell it the truth about the spirit, methods, and 
foundation of Christianity. Really, is it not asking 
a little too much to expeet us to believe that the 
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Bible and the church through all the years of its 
existence were all in the wrong and that Mr. Hillis 
is alone in the right concerning this matter? Is it 
true that historic Ohristianity challenged investi- 
gation? Let the questioner arise in almost any 
church in the land to-day and we shall see just how 
greedily its representativs “covet analysis.” It 
“exhibits its proofs,” to be sure, and then it 
suavely remarks: “Accept these proofs or—go to 
hell. If you doubt or reject, we will make this 
earth as near like hell as the means at our com- 
mand will permit.” If there is anything in the 
creed of Christianity that is not “taken for 
granted” we shall be under obligations to Mr. 
Hillis if he will point it out to us. . 

No dogma of the church of Christ has ever been 
willingly put by Christians into “reason’s crucible ”; 
the usual practice has been to put the investigators 
of the dogmas into the fire. Every man in the 
world is asked “to believe against his judgment” if 
his judgment is unable to assimilate the affirmations 
of Christianity. The man is noč“ to withhold faith 
until the argument overcomes his doubts and com- 
pels his belief," for that implies that he may doubt 
to the moment of his death, and so die unbelieving, 
and Christianity says that if he does that he walks 
from his death-couch over the precipice into the 
“bottomless pit” of eternal agony.. The phenom- 
enon presented by the faith of Mr. Hillis remaining 
after the “facts” heretofore believed to support the 
claim that the Bible is a revelation from a god hav 
been completely disposed of, proves that, in his case, 
at least—and his case is typical of that of the great 
majority of the more intelligent Ohristians, those 
who are familiar with the dispersion of the “ facts” 
—“ Ohristianity's spirit" does not prevent “ faith 
outrunning the facts.” Christianity has ever 
shunned the appeal to reason, and its foundations 
are assumptions concerning which it is impious and 
dangerous to argue. 

Mr. Hillis devotes a third of his sermon to the 
` praise of reason, and then he talks of the “ tragedy 
of doubt? through the remaining two-thirds, seem- 
ingly forgetting that doubt is the child of reason, 
and that without it there would hav been no tri- 
umphs for reason after the birth of the first thought. 
Doubt, estimated in its relations rightly, should 
produce no“ tragedy." Only a religion that falsely 
predicates a divine and infallible revelation makes 
doubt sinful or disastrous. Doubt is the precursor 
of a greater truth. Doubt is the mother of dis- 
covery, of invention, of progress. Without doubt 
there would be no Rev. N. D. Hillis to preach to 
that vast congregation in Oentral Music Hall, 
Without doubt there would not be the greater min- 
ister who, in the future, will preach more truth 
from that pulpit, and from other pulpits which to- 
day echo nobler and broader truths than were 
heard therefrom twenty years ago, before doubt 
had eaten into the heart of error as it is eating now 
and as it will eat through the decades to come. 

When this “liberal” Presbyterian says that 
* there are multitudes upon whom doubt has fallen, 
gashing and scorching their souls as with swords 
of fire”; that “ the lives of some hav become pa- 
thetic tragedies,” and that those persons oftentimes 
“geem like mariners who once were anchored in 
harbors, safe and peaceful, but who hav seen the 
ropes part strand by strand until, anchorless and 
rudderless, they hav drifted out into the sea and 
the night,” we realize that he, like the Christians 
of past ages, fears to put his creed into the 
“crucible of reason,” and that his faith, like the 
faith of his predecessors, has outrun the facts and 
hence distrusts the doubt that may lead to the ex- 
posure of the sham foundations of Christianity. 
How distasteful doubt is to even the most tolerant 
of Christians is shown by an anecdote told with 
evident gusto by Mr. Hillis. A youth about to 
enter Baliol College informed Professor Jowett that 
he could find no signs of God. “To whom the 
great Platonist replied: ‘Young man, I will giv 
you until just 5 o’clock to find God, or leave this 
college.’ At the appointed time he returned, hav- 
ing found him for whom his soul had sought not 
long, but successfully.” We wonder if the Rev. 
Mr. Hillis is really satisfied when men “find God” 


under the compulsion of self-interest, that is, when 
they pretend to find him, under the fear of the in- 
fliction of temporal penalties if they do not? This 
minister tells us that God resents the presump- 
tion of the man who, with more knowledge than 
his fellows, cannot believe as they do and hence 
begins to doubt, to question the creeds they accept. 
When we do this, * God takes us at our word. He 
rises into his own invisible majesty. He goes forth 
upon ways which are not our ways, and we are left 
alone. And presently we say in our vain hearts, 
‘There is no God?" We do not remember to hav 
ever read a more naive explanation of the origin of 
Atheism. Plainly stated, it amounts to this: God 
having failed to provide evidence of his own exist- 
ence which is absolutely conclusiv at first glance to 
every brain that he has also made, the more 
thoughtful and inquiring of these brains ask for 
additional evidence. Then God gets on his dignity 
and hides himself in his “invisible majesty,” what- 
ever that may be, thus forcing the poor doubtersinto 
“blank Atheism.” As Atheists go to hell, accord- 
ing to the orthodox creed, it follows that God de- 
liberately sends them there by refusing to convince 
them of his existence, as he could easily do if he 
were not so touchy. Presumably, this is the way 
in which Mr. Hillis would treat inquirers, for the 
god, the creature, is like the man, the creator. He 
shows how much the Christian loves the “crucible 
of reason.” 


—Éo — 
Is this Stupidity or Cunning ? 

t: TuE TRUTH SEEKER has been very severe in its con- 
demnation of the Christian Reformer and the Christian 
Statesman of late. The reasons are because these papers 
hav declared that Taz TRUTH SEEKER should be sup- 
pressed for blasphemy and because they hav approved 
of the action of the Canadian postmaster-general in pro- 
hibiting that paper in Oanada. It has declared these 
papers to be the enemies of free speech and possessed of 
the spirit of persecution. But while THE TRUTH SEEKER 
boasts of its friendliness to free speech and a free press, it 
is more intolerant of true freedom than the Sultan of 
Turkey or the Pope of Rome. As its cartoons from week 
to week are more blasphemous than anything in the 
printed columns, so its cartoons represent more clearly its 
sentiments on free speech than its printed words. In its is- 
sue of October 19, there is acartoon designed to set forth its 
idea as to the proper way to dispose of the Reformer and 
Statesman. This cartoon represents these papers as be- 
ing in a condition into which they. could be brought only 
by the use of outside physical force. The only force that 
would undertake to place them in this condition is that 
represented by Tae TRurH SEEKER. While we hav de- 
elared in plain English that Tar Trura SEEKER shouldbe 
suppressed for blasphemy, that sheet has declared that 
these papers should be suppressed for expressing this 
opinion. This has been done by the cartoon in a manner 
at once more emphatic, passionate, bigoted, than is pos- 
sible by mere spoken or written words. It displays a 
spirit of satanic bitterness, hate and revenge. Let us 
hear no more of this paper’s devotion to the cause of 
liberty.” —Christian Reformer. 

This is one of the rarest curiosities of argumenta- 
tion. How abrain of the most ordinary intelli- 
gence could conceive such a notion is beyond our 
ken. The editor of the Covenanter paper must be 
a literalist of the literalists—as, indeed, was to be 
expected of a Presbyterian. He utterly lacks im- 
agination, the sense of perspectiv, artistic intuition, 
acquaintance with pictorial representation. Let 
the reader turn to Tax Trura SrzxER of October 
19th and he will see at a glance what a blunderer 
the Ohristian editor is, how astonishingly he has 
misinterpreted the meaning of Mr. Heston. The 
part of the cartoon to which he alludes represents 
two members of the canine family chained to the 
skull of John Oalvin. Now he says that this repre- 
sents our “sentiments on free speech”; that it was 
* designed to set forth its [our] idea as to the 
proper way to dispose of the Reformer and States- 
man. This cartoon represents these papers as 
being in a condition to which they could be brought 
only by the use of outside physical force. The only 
force that would undertake to place them in this 
condition is that represented by Taz TRUTH SEEKER.” 
Whew! 

Who ever heard such a jumble of absurdities as 
that uttered outside of an asylum? How could 
physical force chain the Covenanter papers to the 
skull of Oalvin? And, mind you, we are told that 
nothing but physical force could do that. Could 
the skull of Calvin be produced, and would the 


Statesman and the Reformer stay chained to a de 
caying piece of bone, even if it could be found? 
And why should Tas Trura Seexer wish to chain 
the Covenanters to the dead past? Is that not the 
last thing that we would desire to do? Is it not 
our constant complaint that they are already cen- 
turies behind the age and that they are a menace 
to the liberties of the people of this country because 
they are thus living in the shadows of the Dark Ages? 
As a matter of fact, it is more than probable that the 
Reformer editor understands very well the mean- 
ing of that cartoon, but as his readers do not see 
Tae Trurs Szzxzn, and as his blind description of 
the cartoon conveys no information concerning its 
appearance or lesson, it feels safe in thus misrepre- 
senting it. The picture describes itself; it prints 
its lesson in the largest kind of type. It shows 
that by their delusions the theocrats of the National 
Reform Association are self-chained to the past, to 
the creed of Calvin, and that from the brain of Cal- 
vin, brooded over by the vulture of Superstition, 
were hatched that foul brood of falsities and tyran- 
nies for which the Covenanters stand to-day and 
the first of which they wish to incorporate in the 
Constitution of the United States and the second 
wreak upon their unfortunate unbelieving fellow 
citizens. There was no excuse whatever for the 
Reformers utter perversion of Watson Heston’s 
meaning; there was no excuse whatever for its as- 
sertion that Tug Trurs Seexer had declared that 
the Covenanter papers should be suppressed for 
expressing the opinion that the Freethought paper 
should be suppressed, or for any other cause. 


Not Altogether a Question of Race. 


The Philadelphia Zelegraph praises the South 
for its devotion to enforced Sunday observance, and 
says that it sets an inspiriting example to the 
“reckless cities of the West, which hav almost 
abolished the American Sunday.” The New Or- 
leans Zimes-Democrat is pleased with this praise, 
and admits the fact upon which it is based, but 
modestly says that it is not the superior morality 
of the South but the great preponderance of Anglo- 
Saxon blood in the veins of her people that is to be 
taken as the explanation of the phenomenon. It is 
simply a question of race, it declares; the immi- 
grants from the continent of Europe hav brought 
their demoralizing habits into the North, while the 
South has remained Anglo-Saxon and consequently 
Sabbatarian. .This is partly true; there is, indeed, 
a smaller infusion of the continental races in the 
population of the South than in that of the North, 
and it is also a fact that the foreigners of this class 
hav brought with them certain customs and habits 
that make the enforcement of Sunday laws ex- 
tremely difficult in districts where they are numer- 
ous. But if we stop with the recognition of this 
phenemenon we shall leave out of the account some 
very important factors. Religion, rather than race,” 
is at the bottom of this difference between the 
North and the South. Christianity is much more 
primitiv in form and widespread in extent in the 
South than in the North ; but that this is not wholly 
due to the preponderance of the Anglo-Saxon ele- 
ment in the population of the South is proven by 
the fact that England has contributed to the Free- 
thought movement of the age many of the most 
learned and famous expositors of science and critics 
of the Bible, which the South cannot claim to hav 
done. Here in the North, although we depend upon 
the Germans and other foreign-born or -descended 
citizens to help us maintain our secular institutions, 
we sadly recognize the fact that the rank and file 
of these are more concerned to secure free Sunday 
beer than they are to obtain the repeal of all Sab- 
bath laws. Their platform is altogether too narrow, 
as the demands of the various “reform” organiza- 
tions in this city this fall conclusivly show. When 
we come to inquire concerning the racial strains in 
the blood of the activ workers for the total abroga- 
tion of Sunday laws, we find that the lines are 
drawn on religious belief, and that, as it happens, 
the leaders, by a large majority, are of so-called 
Anglo-Saxon lineage. The Seventh-Day Adventists 
—than whom no more uncompromising opponents 
of Sabbath legislation can be found—are nearly all 
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nativ Americans. To show about how the matter 
Stands in the Freethought organizations, it will be 
sufficient to point out that in the recent Congress 
of the Secular Union and Freethought Federation, 
the Committee on Resolutions, which submitted a 
report demanding the absolute repeal of Sunday 
laws, was composed exclusivly of * Anglo-Saxons”— 
four Americans and one Englishman. 

It may be taken as a rule that the line of cleav- 
age between the friends and the enemies of Sunday 
laws is a religious one, the two conspicuous excep- 
tions being the Seventh-Day Adventists and the Sev- 
enth-Day Baptists. True, the religious intolerance 
at the root of Sabbatarianism in the nativ popula- 
tion is always subject to modification by the local 
foreign element—as, for example, the Sabbatarian- 
ism of the North is mitigated by the rationalism of 
the accessions from continental Europe, while that 
of the South is intensified by the religiosity of the 
African contingent—but it can safeiy be said that 
the more marked the religious faith of the man the 
more likely he is to favor rigid Sunday laws. The 
average percentage of religious belief is much higher 
in the South than it is in the North, because the 
South has been disastrously checked in her devel- 
opment, and the inevitable result is that Sunday 
laws are more severe there and more strictly en- 
forced than in other portions of our country. 

** Tf we believe the holy scriptures we know that money 
earned on the Sabbath and pleasure obtained on the Sab- 
bath are both unlawful and will bring down the judgment 
hand of God in defense of his day sooner or later."—,;S, 
J. Crowe, in Christian Statesman. 


When that hand does come down, won't it smite 
the preachers right and left ! 


Preaching three weeks ago on the Sabbath laws, 
Rev. Dr. Huntington, Episcopal, took for his text 
Prov. xxii, 28, “Remove not the ancient landmarks 
which thy fathers hav set." Then why does he try 
to remove them? Why does he not become an or- 
thodox Jew* Why does he help send missionaries 
to the “heathen” with the purpose of cajoling or 
frightening them into removing the ancient land- 
marks which their fathers set? As a matter of 
sober fact, if the earliest man and his descendants 
down to the present time had acted in accordance 
with this injunction to leave all the old landmarks 
intact, that is, to refuse to progress, Rev. Dr. Hunt- 
ington would not be here now. Instead, there 
would be an ape-like man munching a cocoanut in 
Asia or splitting bones in a cave in Europe for 
the purpose of getting the raw marrow. The dif- 
ference between the lowest cannibal and Dr. Hunt- 
ington is due solely to man’s disregard of the “an- 

cient landmarks.” 
a a See qM ee 

Here is an interesting item of news from the Sun 
of November 2d: 

** George T. Carr asked fors writ of mandamus in the 
supreme court to-day to compel the election officers of 
the second election district of the third assembly district 
to reconvene sud register him. It appears that last Sat- 
urday, when Oarr went into the place to register, he re- 
fused to swear, and said that he would affirm. The 
chairman, Charles L. Brockmier, asked him to raise his 
hand, and when he refused Brockmier refused to register 
him, Heatonce brought an action through his attorney, 
James H. Laird, to compel the board to register him 
and the matter came before Justice Barrett to-day, ‘I am 
surprised,’ said the court, ‘that the officers should hav 
known so little of their duties as to refuse to register a 
citizen because he refuses to raise his hand. A great 
many of the Friends affirm, and the Hebrews frequently 
do so with their hats on. There is no reason why the 
plaintiff'S name should not be registered.’ Justice Bar- 
rett then granted the writ ordering the Board of Registry 
to convene to-morrow night at 7:30 o'clock and register 
Mr. Carr’s name." 

Will the election officers of New York never learn 
that the position of à man’s hands has nothing to 
do with the credibility of his evidence or his ability 
to vote? No wonder Judge Barrett is surprised at 
the ignorance of the officers who refused to register 
Mr. Carr with his hands suspended ; this judge has 
certainly often enough laid down the law on this 
subject for the fact to be known to all officials that 
a citizen may affirm, and affirm with his hands in 
his pockets, if he chooses. The Board of Police 
Commissioners should embody instructions on this 


when said state, in violation of the fourteenth amend- 


your orator) the legal protection of the laws,’ and is de- 
prived of his property and liberty in the exercise of his 
constitutional rights. ' 


contemporaneous law, by which he is legally entitled to 
carry on his said business one year, upon the payment of 
licenses required under existing laws, and said year being 
865 days." 


had made it. 
could rightfully be exempt from taxation unless it 


point in the directions they issue each year for the 
guidance of registry and other election officers. 
George T. Carr has rendered a substantial service 
io the cause of free citizenship. $ 


The Sunday law of Louisiana is to be tested, as 
to its constitutionality, in the United States Oircuit 
Court. Robert Mogel, a grocer, has brought the 
suit. He claims that, as he pays a state license to 
the state of Louisiana, a municipal license to the 


city of New Orleans, and internal revenue taxes to 
the United States, and as these licenses run for one 
ealendar year, they are contracts that he may con- 
duct his business for an entire year, and that an 
entire year consists of 365 days. 
the Sunday law of the state is illegal, null, and void, 


He claims that 


and for these reasons: 
**1, Because it is an act of a legislature of the state, 


ment to the Constitution of the United States ‘ denies (to 


**9. Because said act is violativ of a contract under 


"We do not see how any competent judge can fail 
to hold that Mr. Mogel’s position is well taken, for 


certainly it is supported by the Constitution and 
common sense. 
in New Orleans will keep us informed as to the 


We hope our Freethinking friends 


successiv steps taken in the prosecution of this suit. 
Simon Belden is Mr. Mogel’s solicitor. 


There is good news from Portland, Oregon. C. 


B. Reynolds informs us that Assessor Greenleaf of 


that city placed upon the tax roll all lands owned 
by churches, outside the lot upon which each church 
stands; all church hospitals and denominational 
schools. On an appeal to the county court, it was 
decided that the tax roll must stand as the assessor 
The court held that no property 


conferred upon a// taxpayers benefits equivalent to 
the amount of taxes remitted. Hospitals run in the 


interest of churches were not publie charities, but 


used for propaganda work in behalf of the denomi- 


nation owning them. Denominational schools that 


charged any tuition— whether a large or a small 
amount—were not publie charities, and were not 
entitled to exemption. They benefited a special 
few and not all taxpayers. Every exemption added 
to the taxes of all other taxable property. There 
will be an appeal to the circuit court. The raising 
of the question in this form is leading to much dis- 
cussion, which cannot fail to be productiv of good. 
In behalf of all our readers we thank the Oregon 
Freethinkers for their eminently timely work and 
we hope that their example will be followed in 
every state. And here is something else for all to 
do: Giv the facts stated by Mr. Reynolds the 
widest possible publicity in your local papers. Let 
us know the result of your attempts to get impor- 
tant news printed. 


In a leading article in this issue of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER attention has been called to the fact that a 
high development of “spirituality” and “ venera- 
tion,” as indicated by phrenology or by professions 
and acts of religious devotion, is no guarantee of 
the ethical soundness of à man or woman. Since 
that article was written, a letter has appeared in 
the New York World (issue of Nov. 1st), communi- 
cated by Prof. E. E. Candee, from which we make 
the excerpts that follow: 

** In the description of Holmes, the great murderer, in 

this morning’s World, it is said: ‘The top head is flat, 
except for one high bump rising suddenly and sharply. 
It would be said to mean reverence by the usual phrenol- 
ogist, but not reverence for human life—at all events, 
not in this case.’ : 
** The writer seems to think this is odd, but there are 
numerous cases of murderers of relativly large venera- 
tion or reverence. Veneration, while it givs a tendency 
to worship, does not restrain one from being either dis- 
honest, treacherous, or murderous. From the description 
given, Holmes is deficient in conscientiousness or desire 
to do right, and benevolence or kindness and desire to do 
good, which would play a much larger part in restraining 
a man of murderous tendencies, 


** Look at the bust of Black Hawk and you will see the 
same condition, The Indians, especially a certain class 
of them, are murderous, but reverential towards the 


Great Spirit. Italy, and even our own country, furnishes 
many pious murderers, and phrenology explains the 
reason of it." . 


When professors Of mental science, depending 


upon the publie for their living, and great newspa- 
pers, dare to publish the truth that “veneration, 
while it givs a tendency to worship, does not re- 
strain one from being either dishonest, treacherous, 
or murderous,” and that murderers are “reverential 
toward the Great Spirit,” there is hope for the 
overthrow, or at least the weakening, of the delu- 
sion, so sedulously fostered by the clergy, that it is 
necessary to support the church in the interest of 
morality, even though we do not believe in its theo- 
logical doctrins. 


We hav engaged Mr. W. E. Rowe, of Crooks- 


ton, Minn., to prosecute, to what we hope will be a 
successful finish, the Fleckten school case. 
Rowe is associated with the Steenersons of his 
town in the legal profession, and it was -through 
them that we «ngaged him. The Steenersons are 
well known as stanch and courageous Freethinkers 
as well as men of prominence and substance in their 
community. 
winning end of the suit, and will endeavor to force 
the bigoted Christians of Kandiyohi to respect the 
rights of Freethinkers equally with the Christians. 
The suit will cost money of course, and we ask 
the friends of liberty to send for the purpose what 


Mr. 


Mr. Rowe feels sure that he has the 


they can spare. 
sixty dollars. 
dred. 


Up to date we hav received about 
We ought to hav about two hun- 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Speech on the “ Declaration 
of Independence ? and His ** Vision of War." 

For many months this speech has been out of 
print and unobtainable. By permission of the 
Colonel and his publisher we hav now put it into a 
neat pamphlet, with fancy colored cover, and a por- 
trait of the speaker. We hav included also the 
* Vision of War," which many hav desired to hav in 
compact and cheap form to hand to friends. The 
price of the pamphlet is ten cents. The “ Declará- 
tion of Independence” is the centennial oration 
delivered July 4, 1876, at Peoria, Ill, and the 
* Vision of War" is an extract from a speech de- 
livered at the soldiers’ reunion at Indianapolis, in 
September of the same year, beginning, * The past 
rises before me like a dream." 


Several scholars and able controversialists hav 
published replies to Balfour's Quixotic attacks on 
the evolutionary philosophy of life, but they all hav 
been guilty of the indiscretion and misplaced geri 
erosity of treating the * Foundations of Belief” as 
a serious metaphysical work of great subtlety and 
strength. As a matter of fact, aside from the ques- 
tion of mere style, the book is as feeble as are the 
efforts of any half-baked young preacher with semi- 
modern tendencies to prove the “necessity” of re. 
ligion as a “complement to science.” The veriest 
tyro in philosophical literature ought to be ‘able to 
point out Mr. Balfour’s obviously fallacious and 
amusing (if unconscious) method of assuming the 
very things which the book was written to demon- 
strate. There is no “argument” in the book that 
is not pueril and that has not been refuted a thou- 
sand times; and if the same matter were put forth. 
in a less felicitous manner by an ordinary theolo- 
gian,and not by a “future English premier” dab- 
bling in theology, it would not get any notice eyen 
in the most inane portion of the religious press. I 
am very glad to see that Spencer, in his masterly 
and cruelly effectiv article in the last Fortnightly 
Review [already reproduced by Toe Trurs SEEKER], 
deals with the English politico-theological Quixote 
in a straightforward way, without throwing any 
sops to his large gaping suite and without sugar- 
coating the pill he prepares for them. Nothing can . 
be more eloquent and significant than the serenity 
and good humor with which Spencer disposes of 
the Balfourian “best” points, and the calm way in 
which he insists on treating Ohristianity merely as 
one of the many superstitions of which the wide 
world is so full. Indeed, the article-is in Spencer’s 
most happy vein, and the radical who does not de- 
your it misses a rare intellectual treat.— Liberty. 
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A ER MED E E eens aS SPST SRS r 


THE CONGRESS OF FREETHINKERS 


Proceedings Which Will Serve to Make 
the Occasion Memorable. 


THREE DAYS OF SUSTAINED ENTBUSIASH. 


As Mr. Rowley Remarked, It Was Good to be 
There—Some of the Speeches Made and Let- 
ters Read, With Notes of Minor Events—It 
is Now the “American Secular Union and 
Freethought Federation”—The Constitution. 


The proceedings of the Freethinkers’ National 
Congress for 1895 are like a good story that is 
worth going over the second time. Tre Truts 
Szrxxs has already given what might be called the 
news of the event, and it now remains to return 
and bring forward some of the bulkier matters 
that could not be included in that instalment. 

The first set speech following that of the presi- 
dent, already printed, was the address of Dr. S. W. 
Wetmore of Buffalo, N. Y., which dealt with the 
exemption of church property from taxation. Dr. 
Wetmore explained that this was his maiden speech 
as & Freethinker, but he had his subject well in 
hand, and contributed some valuable information. 
He said, in part : 

There is no reason why churches, church property, 
theological seminaries, schools, colleges, hospitals, asy- 
lums, nunneries, and convents should be exempt from 
taxation, any more than Masonic temples, medical col- 
leges, or law schools. The rapid increase of ecclesiastical 
wealth is perfectly amazing. There is to-day in the 
United States alone more than $800,000,000 worth of 
church property. Of this amount the Methodists hav 
about $140,000,000, the Catholics about $120,000,000, 
the Presbyterians, Baptists, and Episcopalians each not 
far from $100,000 000. In Buffalo alone the Catholics 
hav more than $7,000,000 worth of church property. 
The rapidity with which churches are increasing is more 
than amazing. There were built during the year 1893 in 
the United States alone more than 800 Methodist churches 
to say nothing of the other denominations, and yet nearly 
Pág Sae ios sect hay more organizations than churches. 
The Roman Catholics hav 1,500 more orgauizations than 
churches. The Presbyterians need 1,000 more. The 
Baptists could use 8,600 more. The Congregationalists 
need 100 more. The Methodist church (South) needs 
2,400. The Methodist church (North) needs 3,000. We 
hav many churches in America whose values mount up 
into the millions. I believe it is generally understood 
that the Protestant Episcopal church organization in the 
city of New York is contemplating the erection of a 
eathedrsl to cost $10,000,000. If these religious zealots 
could be induced to think and reason, they might see 
how much more philanthropic they could be if they 
would erect observatories, schools, and temples of learn- 
ing where evolution, astronomy, geology, and the various 
sciences might be taught, and facts and truth made plain. 

The letter from Judge Waite, ex-president of the 
American Secular Union, which has already been 
printed elsewhere, was full of figures relating to 
the religious population and the wealth of churches. 
Judge Waite believed that statistics overstated the 
population and understated the wealth. Instead 
of twenty millions of church-members in the coun- 
try, he doubted if there was half that number. 
Religious strength increased mainly in a financial 
way. Thus, in 1850 the valuation of church prop- 
erty in the United States was $87,328,801; in 1860, 
$171,398,932; in 1870, $354,483,581; in 1890, 
$679,694,439. Since 1850 the value of church 
property has increased nearly three times as fast as 
the population of the country, but church member- 
ship, outside the Catholic church, has not kept pace 
with the growth of the country. Census returns 
show that the scepter of power is passing out of 

_ Protestant hands into those of Catholics. The 
need of Liberals, said Judge Waite, was organiza- 
tion, and the interests of reform demanded resist- 
ance to the Bible in the public schools, persistence 
in having church property subjected to taxation, 
and opposition to Sunday legislation. 

A subject that took a strong hold on the interest 
of those present was that of Secular Sunday-schools, 
like those of Oregon. In this respect, Oregon is, 
as Tur Trors Szxkrn has once called it, the banner 
state. Mr. D. W. Smith of that state is.ready, with 
a little encouragement, to come East, paying his 
own expenses and working free, in order to intro- 
duce here the system of Sunday-schools to which 
his companion, Katie Kehm Smith, devoted the last 
years of her life. He wrote to the Congress as fol- 
lows: 

The Secular Sunday-schools Mrs. Smith regarded as 
the key-stone of the arch of Secularism. Ag to their im- 
portance permit me to call your attention again to her 
letter to the Congress of 1894. I could not emphasize it 


better than she has done. The question is, Can the sys- | introductory or irrelevant character is omitted from 


tem she so successfully inaugurated in Oregon be con- 
tinued and extended? If not, why? If made s national 
instead of a state affair, and managed on the same lines, 
would it not flourish as well, if not even better than it 
has here? I hav been intimately connected with all of 
the details of the work here with her, and from that ex- 
perience I hav no hesitation in ssying that if your Con- 
gress will adopt her system and appoint & superintendent 
fo carry it out, you will soon hav started in different 
states a large number of Secular Sunday-schools that you 
will all be proud of. Permit me to suggest, further, that 
you should also appoint a secretary and treasurer, each of 
whom will be expected to perform the usual duties of 
those offices, and the three officers so appointed to con- 
stitute an executiy committee, to hav full control and 
management of the work, with authority to solicit funds 
to carry it on, and toexpend such funds. This committee 
would provide all lessons and books needed, and supply 
each school organized; as far as practicable, hav all the 
exercises uniform, and also prescribe what each school 
should pay for the supplies furnished. The superintend- 
ent should be chairman of the committee and the organ- 
izer of schools. 

There was a thorough appreciation of Mr. 
Smith’s earnestness, and a general expression of 
regret that the work that he proposed could not be 
taken up by the national organization. Should any 
state or local Secular union conclude to try the 
Sunday-school experiment, it could depend upon 
the co-operation of the Union and Federation. Mr. 
Smith's namé has been familiar to the readers of 
Liberal papers for many years, and he is well and 
favorably known throughout the Northwest, having 
once held the office of mayor of Port Townsend, 
Wash., the port of entry on Puget Sound. 

Secretary Woodbury of the National Spiritual- 
ist Association of America, with headquarters at 
Washington, D. O., received the welcome he might 
hav expected when he announced that he was “one 
of Horace Seaver’s boys.” 
marks he revealed this very interesting state of 
things in Washington. Said he: “The nation’s 
capital is indeed in the lap of Rome. Catholic 
priests meet and pass resolutions thanking the 
president of the United States of America for 
favors granted them. The Sisters of Charity in 
Washington are a privileged class, who go into the 
institutions and offices of the government on pay 
day, and stand by the doors of these places solicit- 
ing money from the clerks as they emerge; and 
woe to the man who does not come down with 
the cash. And I hav been recently informed that 
one of the most prominent government officials has 
on his bond a Catholic church of that city.” The 
Spiritualists are vitally interested in the repeal or 
modification of the medical laws which in some 
states do not permit a citizen to die without the 
benefit of an allopathic physician. Many spiritual 
mediums practice. the healing art, and under these 
discriminativ laws are liable to arrest for doing so. 
The Congress passed a resolution expressing dis- 
trust and disapproval of state attempts to regulate 
such matters. 

There was a good hearty cheer Saturday evening 
when President Putnam informed the audience 
that he had a letter from Mr. J. D. Shaw, editor of 
the Independent Pulpit, of Waco, Tex., which he 
would read. The letter was as follows: 


: Waco, Tzx., Oct. 20, 1895. 

Dear Mz. Purnamu: I cannot meet with you and 
other Liberals in the New York Congress, soon to 
convene. I sincerely wish I could. I am main- 
taining the struggle of my life now, and if I save 
and keep in the field the Independent Pulpit, 
through which I uphold the Liberal cause, it will 
require all my means and my closest personal at- 
tention. 

Please be kind enough to say to those in attend- 
ance that my heart is with them, and that, while 
they are discussing plans for strengthening Liberal- 
ism in New York, I am standing at my post here in 
Texas. 

The hard times that hav been upon us hav 
greatly embarrassed me, and sometimes I fear I 
shall be driven from the field, but then I nerve my- 
self by reflecting upon the glorious cause in which 
I am engaged, take fresh courage, and toil on as if 
victory were in sight. 

I hope you will hav a large Congress, and I wish 
for it wisdom and foresight enough to plan a suc- 
cessful campaign against ignorance, bigotry, and 
superstition, and for the inculcation, by rational 
methods, of truth, honor, purity, benevolence, and 
freedom. Very truly, J. D. Suaw. 


Mr. Putnam's next task was one that nobody had 
ever before been called upon to perform —namely, 
that of introducing George Macdonald to an audi- 
ence of Liberals. The recruit was sympathetically 
viewed by the large assemblage, and with his eye 
fixed on the countenance of his friend, Capt. Silas 
Latham, he proceeded with considerable confidence 
to advance the following propositions. Matter of an 


In the course of his re- | fal 


this synopsis of the address: 
THE WORTH AND WORTHLESSNESS OF AN OATH. 


Mz. OBAIRMAN, LADIES, AND Gentirmen: I find no 
account of the origin of the oath, and if I could 
find one I should hav no means of knowing 
whether or not it was true, and for that reason the 
subject will not be treated historically. The cus- 
tom of exacting an oath must hav been founded 
upon the presumption that all men are naturally 
liars; and if the Christian oath originated at or 
about the same time as the literature upon which 
that religion is built, the presumption is not so 
violent a one as we might at first thought sup- 
pose. Judging men by those writings, it was a good 
guess. 

There hav always been, we may assume, what 
you might call two kinds of talk—one kind touch- 
ing the subjectiv, the other the objectiv. One was 
the result of inspiration, and may be termed 
prophesying or preaching; and I doubt if it was 
intended to instruct, so much as to edify. The 
other kind of relation had reference to something 
that had happened on earth, and was the plain, 
every-day truth. It must be supposed, then, that 
the necessity arose of compelling individuals to 
stick to the facts in a cause, instead of expounding 
their ideas about the order in which those facts 
ought tohavoccurred. Thence arose, among other 
ordeals, the custom of having the relator summon 
his deity to witness the accuracy of his remarks 
anent the matter in hand; and there is not much 
room for doubt that the original oath was an im- 
precation and invoked the vengeance of the deity 
having jurisdiction, in case the attestation was 
ge. 

The oath of civilized peoples is not now acknowl- 
edged to be an imprecation, but merely a reminder 
of the grim fact that God, in his government, re- 
gards false swearing as an indictable offense. I 
incline to the imprecation theory, because the oath 
in some form appears to hav been used before God's 
government, except on earth, had been established, 
and before the other world was settled. This 
method of scaring a witness to the point of differ- 
entiating what comes from his imagination from 
that which arises from his knowledge of the facts, 
constitutes, so far as it is successful, the present 
worth of an oath. 

It is represented in defense of the oath that it 
adds sanctity to the proceedings; but if it is re- 
membered that the more of sanctity there is about 
a thing the more likely that thing is to be à hum- 
bug, such à defense of the oath is liable to break 
down. 

Sanctity in any sort of institution is precisely 
analogous to piety in an individual; and if to say 
that a man is pious conveys any information at all 
as to his reliability, it is of an adverse kind. The 
universal fact is that when we know nothing of a 
given individual except that he is pious, our sole 
instinctiv impression is that he is slippery—his 
piety needs to be indorsed by some of the collateral 
virtues, such as paying his debts and telling the 
truth. And even if to piety is added an unusual 
concern for morality or great patriotic enthusiasm, 
still his word will pass current only when so coun- 
tersigned. 

I once had it called to my notice how those orna- 
ments of character which we hav to accept on the 
profession of the one who claims to possess them, 
sometimes fail to satisfy all the human require- 
ments. A Western rancher and miner came into 
the newspaper office where I was at work, and 
asked me to write for publication a few appreciativ 
words about a neighbor of his—one James Blodg- 
ett—who had lately died. He said he wanted a 
piece to send to his friends in the East. In re- 
sponse to my request for some data to work from, 
he handed me a clipping from our loathsome con- 
temporary down the street, which he said contained 
some “statistics.” I read what the other editor 
had written, including this: * Deceased was a most 
exemplary man. As a citizen he was public spir- 
ited. He was a good neighbor, a loving husband, 
an indulgent father. At atender age he united 
with the church, and he lived a more than ordina- 
rily consistent Christian life. He knew that his ' 
redeemer lived, and that upon the last day he should 
stand upon the right hand of God the father. His 
bereaved family and friends are consoled by the 
thought that their loss is his and heaven’s gain.” 

I knew enough about the deceased to know that 
the language of our contemporary was not strictly 
historical, and that it would probably suit his 
friends in the East just as well as the truth; so I 
asked my caller why he didn’t send that notice to 
them. He mused on the lines for awhile, repeating 
portions of them as though there might be a chance 
that they would sound better than they looked, 
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* Good neighbor," said he—“ yes, he was. Loving 
husband—no doubt, of course. Right hand of 
God—and so on and so forth" Having finished, 
he drew a long breath and appeared troubled. I 
said: “It is all right, I guess.” 

* Ye-e-a-S," he stuttered, about half breaking 
down: “it’s all right, I suppose, but it’s damned 
little to say about a man like Jim.” He did not 
recognize Blodgett by the description. He seemed 
to think that Jim’s real virtues had been ignored, 
and that the enumeration of these minor qualities 
was an implication that he had no others worth 
mentioning. And it was a logical conclusion; for 
that which is recommended on account of its sanc- 
tity, is in the majority of instances destitute of in- 
trinsic value. 

A further fallacious plea on behalf of the oath is 
based upon its age. We are informed that it is a 
time-honored institution, and contemporaneous 
with enlightened jurisprudence; but if it is an 
offender, how does the fact that it is an old one im- 
prove its standing in court? It is not so old any- 
way as the ordeal by fire or by water, or as the 
wager of battle—which interesting barbarities hav 
been left behind, and that incantation called the 
judical oath may as well go after them. They are 
not beautiful in use, and in desuetude they should 
not be divided. 

But the real argument in favor of the oath is 
that swearing on the Bible is binding on the con- 
science. Still I am not convinced by it. A person 
who will lie on the witness stand, or anywhere else, 
whether sworn or not, when he knows that by so 
doing he effects a miscarriage of justice between 
man and man, has no conscience which can be 
bound. The only thing that is binding on him is 
a jail. 

After all, it is a question of character. The citi- 
zen with a reputation for veracity to maintain can’t 
afford to risk it by bearing false witness, and the 
oath cannot make his testimony any more than true. 
Others will swear to anything that enhances the 
prospects of the side that retains them, and they 
are a good deal clearer about their duty to say 
whatever has a general tendency in that direction, 
than they are about the necessity of telling the ex- 
act and undeviating truth. As for the oath, they 
pass that over as a sort of ceremony of introduc- 
tion between themselvs and the clerk of the court. 

Justice has two defenses against perjured testi- 
mony—one is the respectable character of the wit- 
ness, and the other is the penitentiary. 

I hav been told that the ceremonial of the oath 
lends dignity to the administration of justice— 
something, I infer, like the shaking hands between 
two pugilists before proceeding to discuss the 
merits of the case. But to me that is one reason 
why the oath should be abolished. Formality is 
apt to conceal a fraud. There are many institu 
tions which, if you should happen to peel the 
glamour off from them, would be found not to hav 
anything underneath. Dignity, in a man, covers as 
many sins as charity—in fact, it covers more, be- 
cause it costs less. It takes money to be charitable, 
but one may be dignified on a small salary. There 
is nothing so cheap as personal dignity, and gen- 
erally nothing is so exasperatingly stupid. But the 
dignity of state and of public affairs is another 
matter—to the extent that, while it retains all the 
stupidity, it loses its merit of cheapness. 

The judicial oath, when analyzed, means abso- 
lutely nothing. Who will venture to say what the 
phrase “So help me God” has the distinction to 
mean? What clerk of a court, if asked by a wit- 
ness to explain it, could say a word by way of 
definition? I need not tell you that eminent jurists 
differ as to its true meaning. When eminent jurists 
agree on a subject it is a sign that there is no 
further market for opinions about it. It is pre- 
cisely for the reason that it cannot be construed in 
the language of sense that it is deemed sacred and 
is called solemn. 

Lord Starr, who composed the “Institutes of the 
Laws of Scotland,” appears to hav held the opin- 
ion that only * Quakers and fanatics” could object 
to taking the formal oath. Freethinkers were ig- 
nored. Members of the English Parliament—until 
Bradlaugh came to teach that nation sone sense— 
swore or perjured themselvs, as the exigencies of 
the case might require, * upon the true faith of a 
Christian.” 

According to McMasters, the restrictions of 
American governments immediately after the Revo- 
lution were such that no Atheist, no Freethinker, 
no Jew, no Roman Catholic, no one but a Protest- 
ant, could be governor of New Jersey, New Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, or Vermont, while in Massachu- 
setts and Maryland the restrictions were the severest 
possible, for there none but “rich Christians” were 
eligible. An inquisition into a candidate's belief 
necessarily preceded his induction into office, and 


it, and Tennessee juries may take a witness’s un- 


inability to take the Protestant oath and swear 
upon the Protestant Bible was the bar to political 
rights. As a scheme to keep the offices in the hands 
of Protestant Christians, the oath has been a great 
SUCCESS. 

Prior to last year Atheists were not permitted to 
testify in the courts of Tennessee. In 1894 a wit- 
ness in that state who wanted to avoid testifying 
against an acquaintance who, to his knowledge, had 
been guilty of a crime, asked to be excused on the 
ground that he was an Atheist, which was a lie. He 
was too ignorant to know an Atheist from an Ante- 
diluvian. The court had him stand aside until the 
next day, when, having slept and prayed over the 
problem, His Honor decided that the witness was 
competent. The court did not state its process of 
reasoning, but it must hav been something like this : 
The witness had told a falsehood when he said he 
was an Atheist, which being the case, he was of ne- 
cessity a Christian; and being a Christian, though 
an untruthful one, and not being a truthful Atheist, 
his testimony was admissible. With such a court 
and such witnesses, the justice that is dispensed in 
Tennessee is a natural product. What can’t be 
settled by praying and sleeping and lying, might as 
well be left to destiny. 

Even legislators could see the monstrousness of 
& case like that, and so at the last session of the 
Tennessee legislature, an act was passed permitting 
Atheists to affirm; but the new law has a string on 


belief into account in judging of his credibility. In 
courts where a witness is rejected one day, on ac- 
count of unbelief in a supreme being and future 
rewards and punishments, or where his unbelief is 
allowed to vitiate his testimony, he may appear on 
another day professing a change of sentiment and 
become altogether reliable. 

These are some of the absurdities of the judicial 
oath, which has as many more absurdities as there 
are other aspects of it to be discussed. It is as 
empty in legal proceedings as are the series of 
interjectional expletivs that are used by profane 
swearers to illuminate their speech, and not once 
in & hundred times is it one-half so sincere. It 
belongs to a group of religious observances and 
incantations which are yet to be weeded out of 
legal, judicial, and legislativ proceedings. Then, 
in place of being sworn in the name of some deity 
of which he knows nothing, the witness in a court 
of law will be warned that, whatever may be his 
habits as to the practice of veracity, in the present 
instance he is expected to tell the truth under the 
terror of an indictment for perjury. Then, as now, 
the dishonest witness will take his chances; but 
the man who tells the truth every day of his life 
will make no invidious distinction when talking for 
the enlightenment of a court and jury. 


The address of Franklin Steiner, vice-president 


of the organization, will appear with the other of- 
ficial addresses in the Union’s official report, to be 
issued shortly. He spoke on the “ Necessity of 
Freethought Agitation,” which is an important 
subject, for whatever may be done in the way of 
secularizing the state, the truth will remain that 
the foundation of & secular state is the secular indi- 
vidual. 

At the Sunday morning session, Henry M. Taber 
gave the following address : 

OHUROH TAXATION. 

My subject is capable of a very wide range and 
is of momentous importance, embracing many 
questions of incalculable interest to this commun- 
ity and to the country at lsrge, such as the arrant 
injustice of exempting church property from taxa- 
iion; its serious effect on property other than that 
of the church, and the, doubtless, fearful conse- 
quences of enormous aggregations of ecclesiastical 
wealth by reason of such exemption. 

The injustice of exempting church property from 
taxation may be illustrated by supposing that the 
property of a certain community is owned one-half 
by a church corporation and the other half by an 
individual. We will suppose it necessary that the 
sum of $10,000 be raised by taxation. If the 
property be equally and equitably taxed. the church 
and the individual pay one-half (or $5,000) each. 
But if the church is exempt from tax, then, of 
course, the full burden of taxation falls on the in- 
dividual, who is compelled to pay the whole tax, 
viz., $10,000. 

The system known as that of exempting church 
property from taxation is an evasion of the well- 
known principle which underlies the Constitution 
of the United States and of the several states, with 
reference to the question of religion, there being 
express provisions against the appropriation of pub- 
lic moneys for the support of religion, or indeed 
of any recognition of any religion. We hav the 
high authority of the late Judge Story, of the Su- 


preme Court of the United States, for saying that 
it is unconstitutional for any one to be “compelled 
to support any place of religious worship 

or to maintain any ministry against his consent.” 
Are not Freethinkers and others opposed to the 


dominant religions now supporting places of wor- 
ship. and now maintaining a ministry or aiding 
therein ? 
our legislators openly present so much of the tax- 
payers’ money every year to the support of the 
churches, or whether such churches are exempted 
by legislativ action from the operation of a general 
tax law? 
equivalent to direct appropriation.” 
the presentation of & receipted bill for taxes.” 


What difference does it make whether 


None whatever. “Tax exemption is 


Ii * is simply 


Let no one say ihat we hav not & union of church 


and state in this country, so long as the practice of 
exempting church property from taxation continues. 
We are contributing, practically, to the support of 
the church, the same as if we had & state church— 
precisely the same as in countries where a union of 
church and state is recognized. Thomas Jefferson 
says, “It is wicked and tyrannical to compel any 
man to support a religion in which he does not be- 
lieve.” 


The exemption of church property from taxation 


is one phase of the violation of that principle of 
church and state separation, which is the corner- 
stone of the republic, and which violation met the 
sternest condemnation of Washington, Franklin, 
Jefterson, Hamilton, Madison, and Paine. 


Professor A. L. Rawson says: “This exemption 


of church property from taxation obtains in a gov- 
ernment whose fundamental law contains a pro- 
test against the methods of government by the 
church.” 


Section 1. of the Fourteenth Amendment to the 


Constitution of the United States reads: “No state 
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any state deprive any per- 


son of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdic- 
tion the equa! protection of its laws.” 

In contravention of this federal law, hav not the 
several states of this Union made and enforced laws 
by which citizens of the United States, who are 
owners of property other than than belonging to the 
ehureb, are denied the privileges and immunities 
accorded to property owned by the church ? 

Does not every state which permits church prop- 
erty to be exempt from tax, deprive tax paying 
persons of their property (their money), to the ex- 
tent that is necessary to equal the amount of such 
exemptions? And is not this inequality and injus- 
tice perpetrated “without due process of law,” 
when the states, in effect, confiscate the property of 
their citizens in the interest and for the benefit of 
the church ? . 

Is it not, practically, a fact that those whom the 
states compel to pay an increased amount of taxes, 
by reason of the church being exempt therefrom, 
are denied that * equal protection” which the con- 
stitution of the United States guarantees to its 
every citizen? And can they be protected from the 
burden of taxation, equally with the church, when 
this money of the non-exempt only is arbitrarily 
taken possession of by the states, the church only 
being benefited thereby. 

The late William Cullen Bryant maintained that 
* the separation of church and state should include 
the total discontinuance of contributions of public 
money—direct or indirect—to the support of any 
religious institution.” 

President Garfield insisted that “the divorce be- 
tween church and state should be so absolute that 
no church property anywhere—in any state or in 
the nation—should be exempt from equal taxation.” 

The New York Zimes recently said: ‘ There is 
no reason why large plots of land should be free 
from taxes, while the humble home of the poor has— 
on that account—-to pay an increased share to the 
public revenue.” 

Rev. Franklin Wilson says: “ Injustice is shown 
when the rich, refined church-goers of the elegant 
cathedral receive a far larger exemption bonus than 
the hard-working, devoted members of the mission 
chapel.” 

James Parton speaks of the “infinit wrong of 
taxing a workingman’s home to its full value and 
letting a ten-million-dollar cathedral go tax free.” 

The theory of our government is that all interests 
that are protected by the state should contribute, 
equally, to the support of the state. Ifthe churches 
do not contribute to the support of the state, they 
are clearly not entitled to the protection of the state. 
Churches are protedíed by our police and fire de- 
partments, and when injured or destroyed by mob 
violence, the city pays for the damage done; and 
yet they contribute not a dollar for the protection 
accorded them. 


"18 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


[NovemBer 9, 1895 


AMAA MÀ — M ——— ——— ————————————ÁD 


Rev. Doctor Shipman, of Christ church in this 
city, says: “That which is protected by govern- 
ment may justly be compelled to maintain it. - + > 
I would like to see all church property throughout 
this land taxed to the last dollar's worth.” 

Protests against the great wrong of exempting 
church property from taxation, we learn, is heard 
from a majority of the clergy of Wisconsin, and 
from very many of theclergy of other states; from 
the Independent, the Christian Union, and a large 
number of other religious newspapers; from the 
Baptist Preachers’ Association of Baltimore, the 
Ministers’ Association of the United Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburg, and other similar Christian 
organizations. 

The most frequently adduced reason why churches 
should be exempt from taxation is the moral in- 
fluence they are supposed to exert. But do they 
exert such influence? Do they encourage that en- 
lightened desire for knowledge, that persistent, 
unbiased search for truth, which is the basis of 
true morality? Do they discourage that injustice 
with the practice of which no morality can be 
genuin? Do they recognize the moral obligation 
demanded by the Golden Rule? Do they render 
to Cesar (or the state) the things that are Cesar's! 

The late Dexter A. Hawkins has shown by sta- 
istics which he had gathered that attendants on the 
schools of the Christian church became inmates of 
jails in the proportion of more than three to one of 
those who were educated in our public schools! 

This is not a question in favor of or against any 
religion, but of principle; the principle that every 
member of the community is entitled to precisely 
the same rights as any other member, and that no 
person should be required to pay for the support 
of the Christian religion any more than a Ohristian 
should be required to pay for the support of Mo- 
hammedanism or Agnosticism. 

To quote from that mental Hercules of the Man- 
hattan Liberal Olub, Thaddeus B. Wakeman: 
“Those opposed to the exemption of church prop- 
erty hav conscientious convictions against furnish- 
ing means to teach the doctrins of total depravity, 
hell, fall of man, atonement, forgivness of sins by 
prayer, absolution by penance, baptism, infallibility 
of pope, church, Bible or revelation.” 

Dr. Wetmore, in his address on Friday afternoon 
last, quoted from Rev. James Freeman Olarke’s 
“Ten Great Religions,” which placed the value of 
church property in the United States in 1850 at 
$87,000,000 ; in 1860 at $171,000,000 ; in 1870 at 
$354,000 000. Samuel Roberts’s estimate for 1880 
was $746,000.000; that of Judge Westbrook for 
1890 was $1,500,000,000, and that of General 
Grant for 1900 was $3 000,000,000. 

The above estimates indicate that the value of 
church property about doubles decenially. On 
that basis the value of church property will rise in 
1930 to $25,000,000,000; in 1950 to $100,000,000,- 
000, and within the lifetime of many now living to 
$1,000,000,000,000. Enormous as is this sum, it does 
not include the value of institutions which are un- 
der the control and influence of the churches and 
which are also exempt from taxation. Nor is any 
account taken of assessments which are remitted to 
the church, nor of direct gifts to churches. 

Are not these figures appalling? Are they not 
alarming? Do they not turn the thoughts of re- 
flecting people to those periods in the history of 
the world when a remedy was found for the injus- 
tice of governmental support of the church (through 
exemption of church property from taxation)? 

In the New York Zribune, some years since, ap- 
peared a communication from a Roman Catholic 
clergyman denouncing the wrong, to the non-ex- 
empt, of the exemption from taxation of church 
property and hinting at its possible confiscation in 
this country. 

Dr. Wetmore has also called your attention to 
the well-grounded apprehension and doubtless pro- 
phetic utterance of General Grant—that “such 
vast amount of untaxed property will not be looked 
upon acquiescently by those who hav to pay the 
taxes, and (if continued) will probably lead to great 
trouble in our land, possibly to sequestration and 
through blood.” 

- E. J. Donnell, Esq., says: “The time always 
comes—-sooner or later—when society recognizes as 
a truth that property exempted from taxation be- 
comes, in time, the property of the whole com- 
munity.” 

James Parton tells us that “at the beginning of 
the French Revolution more than one-half in value 
of the real property in France belonged to the 
church. What was the consequence? Bankruptcy, 
pauperism, revolution, and confiscation. The 
same causes produce the same effects. Let us then 
learn wisdom from the folly of others and make all 
property bear its share of the common burdens 
and thus escape injustice, dishonesty, pauperism, 


revolution, and confiscation. We commenced 
wrong by exempting any property from taxation. 
Let us take-a new departure, before it is too late.” 
It is difficult to understand how any honorable 
Christian can defend such a wrong as that of com- 
pelling non-Christians to contribute to the support 
of the Ohristian religion, unless it be that Ohris- 
tians regard the dogmas of the church of more im- 
portance than principle, than justice, than consti- 
tutional provisions of law. It is also difficult to 
understand how any intelligent and patriotic Chris- 
tian can shut his eyes to the calamitous conse- 
quences which, in time, are sure to result from the 
enormous and alarming growth of church property 
by reason of the unwise and inequitable system 
which obtains of exempting church property from 
taxation, and against which system all right-minded 
and patriotic citizens will, or should, unite in a 
chorus of profoundly earnest and solemn protest. 


The National Reform Association’s deadliest 
enemy on earth, E. O. Walker, devoted a forty-five 
minute paper to unearthing the conspiracies of this 
Protestant Jesuit organization, most popularly 
known as the God.in-the.Constitution party. We 
may hold, as many Liberals do, that Ohristianity as 
8 belief is undermined, and that it is bound to fall 
before the attacks from without and the pressure 
from within the church, but what better off are we 
if that belief is embodied in the law and we are 
robbed of liberty by hypocrits instead of fanatics? 
Mr. Walker's address will appear in these columns 
in its order. 

T. B. Wakeman's Lay Sermon should be heard by 
the missionary societies, provided those societies 
are amenable to reason. He spoke of the efforts 
making to engraft the religion and civilization of 
modern Europe and America upon other and older 
races of people. This could no more be done, he 
said, than apple-tree scions could be grafted into 
old-growth forest trees. The attempt was sure to 
result fatally to the race upon which the experiment 
was tried. No Ohinaman, for example, could be 
made to understand Western civilization, and no 
Chinaman could become a genuin convert to the 
Christian religion. Missionary effort in China had 
resulted in the present execution of some twenty- 
five heathen, who of course had gone to hell any- 
way, 80 that more souls had been precipitated into 
perdition than could hav been saved if the Christian 
religion were true. The same results that are seen 
in China are visible in Egypt, whose ancient inhab- 
itants are a departing race. Oontact with modern 
civilization, even to the adopting of our clothing, 
is fatal. All we can do for these races, farther than 
to break up their barbarous customs, such as sacri- 
fices and cannibalism, is let them alone. These 
customs they appear, as a general thing, ready to 
abandon, and they acknowledge themselvs better 
off without them, but their national life, their forms 
of civilization, such as they are, and their national 
religions, are so bound up with their very existence 
that to destroy these is to destroy the race. Inci- 
dentally Mr. Wakeman said that those who come to 
us with their oriental philosophies and endeavor to 
engraft them on our civilization are introducing a 
mildew as fatal to healthy thought as leprosy is to 
a sound body. 

The Brooklyn and Newark friends made the Sun- 
day afternoon meeting memorable by their presence 
and numbers, and Henry Rowley voiced a sentiment 
that was bound to be uttered when, after listening 
to the splendid music of the quartet, he remarked 
that it was good to be there. It was a common 
enough saying, but the surroundings made it im- 
mensely significant and expressiv. The meeting 
was a glorious Occasion. 

In the evening came the resolutions, published 
last week, and Washburn’s address, which will pass 
through these columns, thence to pamphlet form, 
and onward into literature. 

Nothing could be better as a peroration than the 
following letters from the champions of Freethought 
in England: 

. Loxrox, Oct. 12, 1895. 

Mx Dzar Pournam: My present letter must be 
brief, for I am upon the eve of starting for a three 
weeks' tour, during which time I shall be lecturing 
or debating every night. . 

You are about to hold your Freethought Con- 
gress. I sincerely hope that it will be in every way 
a grand success, as it deserves to be. If ali the 
friends are as earnest and energetic as. yourself, 
failure will be impossible. 

Judging from the papers, America stands in need 
of practical Freethought as much as ever she did. 
Superstition is activ, persecution is far from being 
dead, and theology is still blighting the happiness 
and impeding the progress of your great country. 
I sincerely hope that at your coming Congress 
much will be done to check the influence of these 


three mighty evils, which hav ever been the persist- 
ent enemies to mental freedom, personal rights, 
and national advancement. 

I know from experience that you hav brave 
hearts and willing hands in America; all that you 
need is united action in fighting the common foe. 
With such a force as Colonel Ingersoll, aided by 
workers like yourself, the Editor of Tus Turk 
Szexer, and his able brother George, you are bound 
to do work for which generations yet to come will 
be indebted to you. 

The Freethinkers of England will watch yout 
progress with much interest, for our aims are mu- 
tual, and our goal—irue liberty—is the same. It 
is my desire that at your next Congress I, with my 
friend and colleague, Mr. G. W. Foote, shall be 
present, and once more, for a brief time at least, 
mingle with those toilers for humanity with whom 
I hav worked in the past, and of whom I hav the 
most pleasing recollections. i 

In the meantime, go bravely on with your noble 
work, and “ never say fail.” 

Giv my warmest regards to my many personal 
friends among you; and with every wish for your 
united success in the cause of freedom and justice, 
believe me as ever, Yours most sincerely, 

Cuartes Warts. 


Narionat SkouranR Society, 
Lonvon, Ena , Oct. 14, 1895. 


Zothe Annual Congress of the Liberals of America 
at New York: 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: President Putnam de- 
sires me to send you à communication from England, 
and I do so with great pleasure. Some day or 
other—next year probably—I shall hav the deeper 
pleasure of greeting you face to face. 

Ishould begin by saying something about Presi- 
dent Putnam's visit to England, which he found 
still solidly rooted in its old position in the sea, 
just where Shakspere died and leftit. Itis prophe- 
sied that our island is to be towed over to your 
continent for safety, but I fancy it will stop here 
after all; and the world, and even Freethought, 
will be the better for variety. We hav something to 
learn from you, and perhaps you hav something to 
learn from us. It is given to no country to monopo- 
lize the wisdom and originality of the planet. Mr. 
Putnam found many things here to admire; on the 
other hand, he brought with him a most welcome 
spice of your American humor. He has none of 
that stiffness which the platform has too often in- 
herited from the pulpit. He is a proof that à man 
may be serious without solemnity, enthusiastic 
without fanaticism, and earnest without ceasing 
to be genial. And this is as it should be, for 
it is not enough to break away from the fetters 
of faith, unless we steep ourselvs in the finer 
spirit of humanity. Mr. Putnam struck ug as 
being full of the milk of human kindness. There 
seems no envy or enmity in his composition. The 
man who falls out with him must hav à genius for 
quarreling. We congratulate you on having such a 
leader at the head of your army. The soldier who 
smiles when he sees the enemy will be the last to 
run away. 

We gathered from Mr. Putnam, that America is 
“free and independent " in theory, but a good deal 
the reverse in practice. Itis under the curse of 
religion and priestcraft. You seem to hav developed 
in a single century most of the evils that with us 
are the legacy of ages. This does not prove that 
you hav a double dose of original sin. It proves 
that theology is the one great overwhelming evil of 
human society, and that if it be not checked it will 
sweep on like an advancing tide on a level shore, 
and drown the noblest conquests of political and 
social progress. 

We hav an endowed religion; so hay you. We 
hav a hired man to say prayers in the legislature ; 
so hav you. We hav blasphemy laws; so hav you. 
We hav laws that rob Freethinkers of the common 
rights of citizenship; so hav you. We hav the 
Bible thrust into public schools; so hav you. We 
hav Sabbatarian laws, maintained by clerical pro- 
tectionists, who hate the competition of a free and 
open market; so hav you. We hav a huge black 
army exploiting our industry, and promising fine 
things to fools in the next world in return for cash 
and comfort in this world; so hav you. 

Let us shake hands across the Atlantic. We are 
companions in misery. Your duty is the same as 
ours. We hav both to fight theology in the name 
of humanity. We hav to enter the Bible-darkened 
school and liberate the children. We hav to de- 
stroy every kind of privilege, and inaugurate the 
reign of equality. We hav to secure freedom not for 
one or some, but for all; freedom to investigate, 
freedom to think, freedom to speak, and freedom to 
liv. We hav to annihilate the despotism of au- 
thority, and establish the free republic of reason, 
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Happily the bane in your case was followed by 
the antidote. The poison of tneology came to you 
from Europe, but from Europe came also the coun- 
teractant of Freethought. Names that dwell upon 
our lips are not foreign to yours. It is one flag 
that flies over the forces of true Liberalism, though 
they be scattered to the ends of the earth, and never 
touch each other's hands for the width of sundering 
space. One flag, I say; the grand old flag of Free- 
thought; shot-torn, blood-stained, but ever flying 
in bold challenge to Xerxes hordes of tyranny and 
wrong. It was this flag that inspired the heart of 
Bruno till it burst in the fire of his martyrdom; it 
-was this flag that Voltaire held high over Europe 
for half a century, while his eye melted with pity 
for the persecuted, and his brow darkened with the 
prophecy of doom to their oppressors; it was this 
flag that Thomas Paine grasped afterwards, and to 
which he was faithful in prison and amidst the vilest 
ingratitude; it was under this flag that Charles 
Bradlaugh fought and won a hundred battles for 
human liberty; it is this flag that Ingersoll carries 
over your continent, while engaged in what Whit- 
man says is the business of all true poets: “To 
cheer up slaves and horrify despots.” 

We are not Brunos, Voltaires, Paines, Bradlaughs, 
or Ingersolls, but we are all men and women, and 
may all be soldiers in the great army of liberation. 
And under the flag consecrated by their eloquence, 
their toils, their sacrifices, and their blood, we may 
be glad to stand, and happy to fight, and proud to 
die. 

American soldiers of the grand army, I salute 
you in the name of your English comrades. Be 
bold and brave; be also vigilant and skillful; let 
courage go hand in hand with wisdom, and your 
vietories will cheer us in our own fight with the 
enemies of mankind. Yours faithfully, 

G. W. Foorz, President. 


The New Constitution. 


Constitution of the American Secular Union and Free- 
thought Federation, adopted at the Congress held in 
New York, Oct. 25, 26, 27, 1895. 

PREAMBLE. 

Realizing that the safety of republican institutions is 
imperiled, the advance of civilization impeded, and the 
most sacred rights of man infringed by the least interfer- 
ence of the state in matters religious, we hereby organize 
to help secure throughout the United States a practical 
compliance with the principles involved in the ** Demands 
of Liberalism.” 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. This organization shall be known as the 
American Secular Union and Freethought Federation. 

Article II. (A) The general object shall be to effect 
a total separation of church and state. (B) As specific 
objects, in order to accomplish the general object, we in- 
dorse the Demands of Liberalism. * ^ * 

Article III. Modeof work: The means to be employed 
in order to secure compliance with the foregoing demands 
shall be lectures, conventions, and agitations through the 
rostrum and press. 

Article IV. Membership. All persons indorsing the 
Demands of Liberalism, and desirous of propagating the 
principles involved therein, may become members of this 
organization by signing the constitution, or sending their 
names to the secretary for that purpose together with one 
dollar or more for the treasury. Such persons shall be 
enrolled as annual members, be entitled to a certificate 
signed by the president and secretary, and be entitled to 
vote at any meeting or congress of the society after being 
enrolled for three months. All life members of the Na- 
tional Liberal League, formed in 1876, and of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union, shall be continued as life members of 
this society. 

Article V. Annual Congress. An Annual Congress 
shall be held at such time and place, and with such ses- 
sions, as the Board of Directors shall arrange for, and 
public notice shall be given of the Congres one month in 
advance. 

Article VI. Officers. The officers of this society shall 
consist of a president, two or more vice-presidents, a 
secretary, and treasurer. The president, two vice-presi- 
denis, secretary, and treasurer shall constitute a Board 
of Directors, and this Board shall be entrusted with the 
management of the affairs of the society. 

Article VII. Election of Officers. The officers shall 
be elected annually, and shall hold office until their suc- 
cessors are elected. All elections shall be by ballot. 

Article VIII. The duties of officers shall be those 
generally pertaining to those of president, secretary, 
treasurer, and Board of Directors. j 

Article IX. All moneys contributed to the funds of 
the society shall be used for practical campaign purposes, 
and for the distribution of Freethought literature. 

Article X. All local societies now in affiliation with the 
Americal Secular Union continue in such relation to this 
organization, and all societies based on the Nine Demands 
of Liberalism are invited to affiliate. All such societies 
shall be absolutely independent in the administration of 
their affairs, and shall simply be united in cordial fellow- 
ship and efficient co-operation of the freest kind with this 
society and its congresses. Neither shall this Union be 
responsible for the acts or utterances of any local society 
or any individual. 

Article XI. No change shall be made in this constitu- 
tion except by a two-thirds vote of the members present 
at any regular meeting called by the Board of Directors, 
notice of such change to be given one month previously 
in the call for a meeting. f 


T Financial. 
To the previous acknowledgments of receipts for 
the expenses of the Congress and for campaign 


work, the following are added by President Putnam: 


F. D. Cummings......$5 00 Geo. Longford. ......... $1 00 
E. Livezaey . ............... 500 E. W. McFadden...... 1 00 
James Warburton...... 5 00 J. K. Ingalls............. 1 00 
Wm. Krim.........:...... 5 00 W. S. Galloway......... 1 00 
Timothy White. ......... 500 W. W. Ames............ .100 
Capt. Scott................ 500 W. T. Galloway ......... 1 00 
Capt. Cole................ 500 A. 8. Brown............ .100 
D. Cummings............ 5 00 Charles Laperche...... 1 00 
Henry O'Neil............ 2 00 T. L. Beebe............... 1 00 
Wm. H. Morris......... 200 B. F. Robbins. . 100 
Dr. C. W. Wetmore.. 2.0) John Rowe.. . 100 
Dr. E B. Foote, Sr... 2 00 Will Blythe. . 100 
J. P. Hidridge.......... 2 00 Garcia Leon... . 100 
Jacob Snyder.. 200 John Hickling...... . 100 
E. Chantler.. 2 00 Cyrus W. Coolidze,... 1 00 
U. L. Wever... 2 00 Thomas J. Jones .100 
W. H. Jackson 150 L. Hutchinson... 25 
Conrad Waldsm 100 G. W. Smith...... 25 
S. Brewer. ................ 1 00 


Pledges paid: Daniel T. Ames, $5; L. D. Orine, 
$10. 


The following sums hav been received by the 
Truth Seeker Company : 


....$2 00 

. M. . 200 

Mrs. J. E. Marden 00 

L. Anderson......... 00 

Jonathsn Bassnett 00 
J. Q. Witham 

J. P. Williams 00 


P. Selde, Jr. 
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W. O. Frees 00 
P. Selde, Sr.... . 100 
Arthur Reese. ............ 00 
Mary J. Jones........... 00 
P. J. Cullen............... 00 


D. R. Wollison.......... 


Mr. Lerich............... 

Secretary Reichwald acknowledges these contri- ; 
butions : 
A. W. Sturdy.......... $10 00 S. G. Hodge............ .$1 00 
Jacob . Tausig.......... 10 00 Mrs. M. Florence 
John Simmons......... 10 00 Johnson................ 1 00 
Jno. Mahars............ 5.75 L. D. Crine............ 1 00 
Jno L. Moore. ......... '500 F. E. Reardman...... .100 
Jno. D. Powers ..... . 500 E.P. Bosworth. 
Mrs. Charlotte Palm. 5 00 H. F. Ebers.... 
L. K. Duby ............. 500 H. M. Taber........ 
Chas. Werner.. .. 400 Mrs. L. P. Langley... 1 00 
W. H Pepper Vincent Dankszys.... 1 00 
L. Schlegel...... A. W. Shatford......... 1 00 
M. J. Kittering George Buckley. 1 00 
E. Carpenter S. Farnham 50 
A, Lyman Kellog 50 
J. Carl Meroal.... 50 
W. Albert Despru 50 
N. Jerry Brockwa 50 
R. C. H. Hall......... 50 
S. l F. A. Kenlen............. 50 
A. 1 E. Tsankenpole......... 50 
Jos. Haigh 100 G. G. Gabrion.......... 50 
L. Roser.... 100 J. B. Danby.............. 25 
Wm. R. Mills 1 00 Sam Piarrer.............. 25 
John Wolf . 100 P. Gillespie............... 25 
Geo. A. Cooper...... 1 00 L. Hall..................... 25 
Jonathan Weils...... . 100 H. Kramer................ 25 
Mers. P. Musenbacher. 1 00 Wm. Sehoeneshaefer. 25 
Helen Celler............ 100 C. Goletyer............... 25 
F. H. Lang............ . 100 CO, Huber.................. 25 
Geo. W. Robinson... 1 00 Huga Hoha.............. 25 
A. F. Draper. .......... 100 J. Kuoni................... 25 
Albert Herriott...... . 100 A. K. Munson........... 20 
Jas. Kane................ 100 A. Keilen.................. 15 
E. O. Walker.......... 100 J. Schmaiz................ 15 
Mrs. L. C. Gilpatriek 1 00 Geo. M. Frink ........ . 10 
J. C. Blaisdell......... 1 00 Geo. Lubig............... 10 
R. P. Harrington... 1 00 


The collections at the Congress amounted to $104 78 


Notes of the Congress. 


—Charles Watts’s pen slipped when he addressed 
his letter to the Congress, and his greeting came 
« backed ” to Mr. Putnam at New York, “U. N. S." 
But it eouldn' go wrong. Anybody could see 
that U is U, N stands for nited, and S is States all 
over the world. 


— There were three master mariners at the Oon- 
gress—Oaptain Latham, of Noank, Oonn.; Captain 
Handy, of Cotuit, Mass., and Oaptain Kinnier, of 
Nyack, N. Y. They were of interest to the ob- 
server as belonging to a class whose members never 
use profane language. 


—George Francis Train attended the Saturday 
evening session, but did not speak. Mr. Train’s 
diction as a public speaker is said to be somewhat 
archaic, reminding the listener of that style which 
is preserved to us in the writings of Smollet, Dean 
Swift, and the jocular parsons of their day. 


—Mr. E. C. Reichwald, secretary, is a conservativ 
on the subject of extending the scope of the Union 
and Federation beyond the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism. He says that since he has been in the 
office he has met a great many generous people 
who, while not joining or contributing, were willing 
to help the organization fight their battles. 

—Secretary Woodbury, of the National Spiritual- 
ist Association, brought with him a handsome 
American flag, with which he draped the speaker's 
stand. It was the one that rested on the desk at 
the Spiritualist camp-meeting at Lake Pleasant, 


where Ingersoll spoke this summer. Mr. Wood- 
bury says he can talk better across this banner 
since the great orator magnetized it. Oolonel In- 
gersoll will be pleased to learn that his aura is all 
right. 

—A word properly placed may express more than 
a long argument not strictly relevant. Contrasting 
the New Woman with the Old Woman, Susan H.. 
Wixon observed that when the latter was assured 
by the minister that nineteen hundred years ago a 
child was born without a human father, she believed 
it. Tell the same story to the New Woman, and 
she will say “ Pshaw!” The point did not require 
further elucidation; the soberest auditor smiled, 
and the speaker passed to the consideration of 
other matters. m 


— While Dr. Foote, Sr., was addressing the audi- 
ence Friday night on the subject of Comstock prose- 
cutions a gentleman arose to inquire why the 
American Bible Society was not indicted on the 
same charge as J. B. Wise. That gave Dr. Foote 
a chance to tell the story about Goethe, who was 
called upon by a delegation of ministers to help 
organize a society for the suppression of immoral 
.iterature. Goethe acquiesced, and proposed that 
they begin with the Bible. Nothing further was. 
heard of the movement. - 


—The supreme pity and commiseration which a 
Spiritualist speaker never fails to express for his 


; hearers when addressing an audience of Freethink- 


ers should impress the latter with the deeply sym- 
pathetic nature of their spiritual brethren and their 
own lost state. “We are with you so far as you 
go,” observes the kindly speechmaker, “ and we are 
no less so because we go farther on." But this 
only amuses the Materialist, who will hav it that 
belief in a future life is one of the illusions which 
his spiritual brother has omitted to leave behind. 


—The evolutionary doctrin of adaptation to en- 
vironment was fairly well illustrated by a story told 
by Henry Bird, president of the Newark Liberal 
League, who spoke on “Evolution.” A woman 
who raised chickens found her hen-house full of 
water and her poultry drowned. She went to the 
landlord for redress, but not getting any appealed 
to the court. Relating her grievance to his honor, 
the judge, she told about the fate of her chickens. 
‘And then,” said she, “when I asked the landlord 
to pay for my birds, the only satisfaction he gave 
me was to ask, ‘ Why the devil didn’t I keep ducks?’” 
In localities where the ability to swim is necessary 
to survival, fowls will be found to hav webbed feet. 


—Mr. Henry M. Taber, of this city, did the hand- 
some thing by the Oongress. Besides giving a 
good address, he contributed liberally to. the funds, 
decorated the platform with a banner wrought by 
the hands of his mother when past ninety years of 
age, and made the lady entertainers grateful and 
proud with splendid bouquets of costly flowers. 
Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” 
contains the following reference to the subject of 


‘| these remarks: * Henry M. Taber is my friend and 


one of the best of men. In business he isj ust, 
honorable, faithful, reliable. He keeps his word 
and does as he agrees. For integrity no man’s 
reputation is better than his" The foregoing 
words were written by Robert G. Ingersoll. 


—Dr. J. Hartmann, of this city, addressed the 
following communication to the president of the 
Congress: * Will you please announce that young 
ladies and gentlemen between the ages of twenty- 
two and thirty years, who desire to receive a gra- 
tuitous education in the several natural sciences, 
may do so (on condition that they pledge them- 
selvs to serve the cause we are advocating) by send- 
ing name, occupation, residence, and statement of 
present educational acquirements to the office of 
the Truth Seeker Company.” Dr. Hartmann is an 
educated gentleman, and is known to New Yorkers 


jas a practical philanthropist who distributes one 


thousand loaves of bread to the poor on every New 
Year’s day. He is the author of a work published 
at this office entitled “The Creation of God.” 


—The London Christian Evidence Society had a 
representativ in the hall—at least, there was an in- 
dividual present who described himself as such, 
though he exhibited no credentials. He kept his 
sign up as a debater, and maintained his bluff dur- 
ing two sessions. Putnam and Steiner were ready 
to engage him whenever he could produce docu- 
ments in evidence that he was an accredited repre- 
sentativ of a Ohristian church, but they had no 
time to waste combating his individual opinions. 
Rowley, however, being a free lance, offered to 
joust with him in public or in private, which cooled 
his ardor for debate. To observe the hight to 
which the president of the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association towered above the champion of the 
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betters of Friends. 


Regardless of Dr. McAllister. 
Detrorr, Micn., Oct. 21, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: Tnelosed please find $4 for 


Tux TRUTH SEEKER one year for a friend, 
and ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book." And accord- 
ing to your advertisment you can send the 
book to me. Also send me $1 worth of 
tracts for distribution. . E. CHOPE. 
Re-establishing His Status. 
Dewerst, NEB., Oct. 19, 1895. 
Mr. Eprros: My term of subscription 
to Tae Troura Seeker being up on the 
15th inst, I will hasten to place myself 
again in good standing; accordingly you 
will please find inclosed $6.50 for TROTH 
STEKER one year and ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” 
Yours truly, V. ANDERSON, M.D. 


Boiling Over. 

DoyzEstown, Pa., Oot. 283, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Man's days are few, and his 
troubles many. Your remarks on a quo- 
tation, not quite in this shape, in your 
issue of October 12th, caused me to boil 
over. When so much has caused me to 
get up to boiling point of late, shall I sim- 
ply simmer down and hope? That man 
Caron up in Canada is enough to make a 
man sick, and my hope is that they will 
go on showing their teeth and put the 
screws on tight as possible, Nothing else 
will bring about a reform so quickly. By 
Jove, I wish they would put the boots to 
the Sunday papers. Inclosed find $2. 
Mark me paid to Jan. 1, 1896. With 

best wishes, Yours, J. HART. 


Canada Has Drawhacks. 
MELROSE, Mont., Oot. 24, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: The books I ordered of 
you came all right, and I enjoy them 
hugely. Thomas Paine’s ‘‘Age of Rea- 
son" is a jewel. I never could hav 


the contributors to Tae Taurg SEEKER 
and its Editor are appreciated and thanked 
for writing what they think is the truth. 
Yours for the good of humanity, 
N. BEERY COFFMAN. 


Much Danger in Optimism. 
Eur», O. T., Oct. 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron; I am not entering the field 
of discussion with H. Clay Wilson and 
yourself as to whether or not the alliance 
* between the churches and Uncle Sam is 
every day growing closer,” but I am 
glad to furnish an extract from a ser- 
mon by Dr.J. E. Roberts, of Kansas City, 
which indicates to my mind that there is 
8 broader and more Liberal discussion of 


the subject within the churches, and this 
will insure thought, and thought will find 
fact, and facts will convince the reasoning 
mind. I believe in the reasoning of the 


Now, I would like to ask these people 
who undertake to despotically force upon 
us their interpretation of what God's will 
is regarding a certain day of the week, if 
they will be kind enough to inform us 
whether this is Sunday, or whether it is 
Monday. If this is the day that God or- 
dered us to abstain from work; if this is 
the day that we are to observe and they 
ean compel us to observe it, we must ob- 


Serve their idea of what we can or cannot 


do on that day—then Ishall be compelled 


to ask them whether we are living to-day 
in a Sunday or a Monday. Because, if we 
are living in a Sunday, it is going to bea 
Sunday probably for the whole lifetime of 
the human race; and if Monday, there will 
never be any Sunday for us to observe. 
(Applause.) Reported by L. D. ORINE. 


Rensburg in Texas. 
Commences, TEX., Oct. 25, E.M. 295. 


great body of people, that they will arrive 
at just conclusions. 
much to fear from the churches now as 
churches, but Ido think that their leading, 
designing adherents see a vast field for 
their designs in the various auxiliaries 
which are among the young who are not 
reasoners as yet. 


islation as a desperate effort to withstand 
the advance of Liberal thought which, but 
a few years ago, was not, to their thinking, 
dangerous, but which has asserted itself 
now so as to cause alarm to them. Twenty- 
one years ago Tux TRUTH SEEKER was 
started at Paris, Ill., for the reason that 
the public newspapers would discuss 
the subject of religion only on one side, 
while now the big dailies print a whole 
speech of Col. Ingersoll in such discussion 
as a news item. Times hav changed, and 
I think for the better, but patriots must 
not desert their colors. 


Mr. Eprros: This little priest-ridden 
village, with its five temples of supersti- 
tion, has just passed through a storm that 
shook it from center to circumference, said 
shock being caused by the appearance of 
the ‘‘silver-tongued brunet” from Kansas. 
Mr. J. E. Remsburg delivered his lectures, 
‘The Bibleand Morality;” ‘‘Some Flaws 
in Christ’s Credentials," and ‘‘ False 
Claims,” at this place on the 14th instant, 
and to say they were grand would only be 
putting it mildly. The most gratifying 
feature of the lectures was the triumph of 
truth over fanaticism, the churches having 
raised a dismal howl and a storm of oppo- 
sition against the lectures. We had rented 
the Odd Fellows’ Hall, paid for it, and had 
written permission from the secretary to 
use it. A large crowd had gathered to 
hear the lecture billed for Sunday after- 
noon, the 18th, but when Mr. Remsburg 
arrived, and the hour came, the hall was 
barred and locked, and locked and barred, 


Y do not think we hav 


I look upon the church influence in leg- 


Methodist minister of this place, was ex- 
pelled from the church for keeping open 
his ice cream parlors on Sunday the past 
season. 


On the 8th instant Rev. J. J. Stanton, a 


Some of the congregation had 


and those cowardly assassins of free speech 
refused to allow us to use the hall, after 
accepting our money and granting per- 
mission to use it. 


They had us handi- 


capped, but only for the moment. We 
secured another hall, but could not get it 
in shape until next day, owing to the Sun- 
day law. The lectures were at 10:30 a.m, 
3:30 P.M., and 8 p.m. Monday. The audi- 
ences at the day lectures were small, but 
at night a magnificent crowd was on hand, 
and every one present was well entertained. 
Mr. Remsburg certainly knows how to 
capture an audience. Only one preacher 
attended, and he held his peace. How- 
ever, after the.last lecture he started a 
conversation with Mr. Remsburg, object- 
ing to the statement that '*forgivness for 
sin is a license to commit crime,” and 
asked Mr. Remsburg to ‘‘suggest some- 
thing better than forgivness.” The Kan- 
sas brunet replied: ‘‘If you sin, you must 
stand the consequent penalty. ‘As ye 
sow, so Shall ye reap.” The effect of a 
cause cannot be arrested, so the only rem- 
edy is to quit sinning.” The reply was so 
apt and quick it brought roars of laughter 
from those standing around, and com- 
pletely floored the sky-pilot. 

Mr. Remsburg did not forget the hall 
episode and used it with telling effect. 
The Odd Fellows, in seeking to injure us, 
did our cause a service that will be more 
lasting in its influence than a dozen lect- 
ures. 


thought that such a humane man lived 
one hundred years ago, and from what I 
had heard of him it was an agreeable sur- 
prise to me. As soon as I can I will send 
for several more of your books. 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER also comes regu- 
‘larly. Oh, I feel thankful that Caron, of 
my nativ land, has no control over my 
mail. Canada's climate, politics, and re- 
ligion do not suit me. 'These are enough 
to keep me away, and I tell you, Friend 
Macdonald, you hav a job to civilize or, as 
Imay say, humanize that country. Even 
my own folks giv me the cold shoulder 
because I am an Infidel, except when they 
want money. I remain, 
Your well-wisher, 


purchased goods from him on Sunday, and 
the presiding elder had seen his place 
opened before, and had passed upon his 
character once before, since he had seen it 
open. Respectfully, James H. PARES, 


An Interminable Sunday. 


New Yorke, N. Y., Oct. 22, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: At a Socialist Labor Party 
mass meeting at Grand Central Palace, 
New York city, Monday evening, October 
1, 1895, Chairman Matchett said: 

For the benefit of those who may hap- 
pez to be in this hall, who think that God 
has told them that they must try to en- 
force their blue law—their idea of how 
some certain day in the week should be 
observed—I should like to make a few re. 
marks, to propound a query. 

1t is said in the Mosaic description ofthe 
ereation that the world was made in six 
days; that God got through with the job 
on the sixth day, Saturday night, and he 
said everything was good and all hunky- 
dory. Then he was going to rest the next 
day; going to celebrate that day by rest- 
ing on the completion of so good and grand 
a work. And God told Moses that we must 
observe that day and keep it holy; we 
should do no work on that day, but we 
Should worship him and thank him for giv- 


J. P. LAMOTTE. 


A Vigorous Octogenarian. 
Osernatis, Wasn., Oct. 11, 1895. 

Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed find $1.50 due 
you for Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

I am now in my eightieth year. I was 
born on the 10th of the tenth month 
(October), 1816. I feel that the time is 
near for me to hand in my ‘‘chips.” I 
hav outlived all my brothers and sisters. 
All my brothers lived and died Infidels in 
the estimation of the Christians, and there 
is no doubt that I will die one also. Iam 
in belief an Atheist, and do not believe in 


spiritism or soulism after death. 

I hav read Tug TRUTH SEEKER from the 
time it was first published by D. M. Ben- 
nett, and still read it, and do not want you 
to stop sending it to me. If I am in 
arrears you are sure to get it in the event 
of my death, I like it better since you 
hav taken hold of it; giv the holy flock, 
the sky-pilots, and all such men as Com- 
stock, Talmage, Cook, and others, with 
the Puritan Christian Statesman, and all 
other bigots a showing up. Hold them up 
to your readers and warn the latter of the 
dangers that threaten them. 

Thank the gods, you hav already done 
good; already we see the change that has 
taken place in this and other parts of the 
country in the awakening of people to the 
danger of the Sunday laws and God and 

Christ in the Constitution. 

' You seldom, if ever, find an educated, 
honest man who believes in the holy Bible 
as the word of God. 


Continue to expose the untruthfulness 
of the holy flock, for I am conyinced that 


ing us this happy world, don't you see? 
in which we liv, 


Well, it used to betaught when I wasa 


ehild, and I do not doubt it is taught still 
in some back-country districts, that the 
world and the systems of planets were all 
completed in six days. 
last thirty or forty years has been so popu- 
larized, thanks to the press, that the people 
hav found out that that is an absurdity, an 
impossibility. 
beyond a peradventure it has taken mill- 
ions of years of growth to produce the 


But science in the 


They hav found out that 


world and what is in it to-day. Thechurch 
people, those who used to teach that the 
world and all of the universe was made in 
six days, now hasten to s&y—seeing they 
are put in ahole—‘‘Oh, no, no! the world, 
of course was not mado in six days as we 
understand days; not six days between 
the setting and rising of the sun or be- 
tween the rising and rising of the sun. 
It means six cycles—six periods comprising 
millions of years in each period. That is 


what is meant in thig history of creation.” 


deep to the heart. 


Mr. Remsburg is a noble man engaged 


in a noble work. It is really wonderful 


how he sways an audience with his magic 


eloquenee, while his argument is so well- 
grounded, his premises so well-taken and 


so self-evident that conviction is carried 
He is a dangerous man 
—dangerous to falsehood, bigotry, and 
fraud, but the friend of true manhood, 
truth, aud honor. Harry C. BAILEY. 


To Convert Ingersoll. 
Ricumonp Hirr, L. I., Oct. 23, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: According to the New York 
Herald, Sunday, Oct. 20th, it appears that 
various amusing though fruitless efforts 
are being made by the Salvation Army and 
Methodists to convert ColonelIngersoll to 
Christianity, the latter of the two sects 
being the more persistent. We are in- 
formed that the Rev. Doctor McCabe, of 
the Board of Home Missions of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, is in the habit of 
writing a letter or leaflet each month, in 
which he points out to the great unbeliever 
that there is yet time for him fo join the 


Methodist church. His latest letter, ac- 
cording to the Herald, is as follows: 

‘*Since you began to lecture against the 
Bible thirty years ago, the Methodist 
church has increased greatly, while other 
denominations hav grown also. We now 
hav 2,800,000 commuuicants—a gain of 
1,800,000. Our church property has in- 
creased in value from $29,000 000 to more 
than $161,000,000, a gain of $12,000 daily 
for thirty years. In the meantime you hav 
not been able to overthrow a single 
church altar. Colonel, we hav beaten you, 
Colonel, you had better join the Methodist 
church. Saul of Tarsus persecuted the 
church, and he camein. You had better 
come in.” 

No Freethinker who chauces to read the 
doctor’s exhortation, and for a moment 
considers the mathematical facts in the 
case, can deny that the growth of Method- 
ism as well as of other denominations has 
been, to say the least, truly phenomenal— 
that is, if figures mean anything. And 
should the eye of any devout disciple of 
John Wesley chance to fall upon the doc- 
tor’s statements, he would undoubtedly be 
unable to suppress the involuntary ‘‘amen” 
or ‘‘hallelnjah” at the encouraging pros- 
pects of the speedy overthrow of and vis- 
itation of divine vengeauce on all Infidels. 
But ifthe same disciple (or even the doc- 
tor himself) were to read the left hand 
column of the same page of the Herald, 
we think he would not be at a loss to know 
that not allthe people (the Freethinkers 
especially) are ignorant of the faot that 
quantity is one thing, while quality is 
another. 

The article to which we allude and quote 
from states how the prison chaplains, the 
members of the Salvation Army, and at last 
Lady Henry Somerset hav, it is said, been 
balked in their efforts to reclaim one who 
has acquired the reputation of being the 
wickedest woman living. In said article 
Sir Haverlock Ellis is quoted as saying in 
his book on the ‘‘Oriminal” that ‘‘no 
class of the community has so large a per- 
centage of Christiau believers as the crim- 
inals. Rarely, if ever, do you find an 
avowed Atheist, seldom a Deist, but almost 
always a firm believer in some orthodox 
cult,” the so-called wickedest woman (Jane 
Cakebread) being not an exception to this 
almost invariable rule. 

Taking these observations together with 
Doctor McCabe’s figures, we think that 
Colonel Ingersoll, or any other Free- 
thinker, may with pride say that he is 
thankful to the evolution of circumstances 
that he does not happen to be a ‘‘ Chris- 
tian believer.” T. L. BzEBRE. 


Some Curious Bible Sayings. 
Nationau Minrrary Home, Oxto,) 
Oct. 1, 1895. f 

Mr. Eprrop; I got my book, the 
**Orimes. of Preachers,” all right; it ia 
just splendid. 

I propose in this to giv the readers of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER just a few of what we 
will call the curious sayings we find in the 
Bible. In fact, they would be curious say- 
ings to be found in any book, but they 
come to us through the Bible, so we will 
call them by their original names. They 
are sayings that seemingly at least, hav 
not a partiele of truth, reason, or good 
sense to support them, yet they are palmed 
off on us as Bible truths, and we are ex- 
pected to believe them. The first that 
shall claim our attention will be what it 
says in regard to the man ‘‘ Melchisedec.” 
Hebrews vii, 1 to 4, tells us that there was 
a man whose name was ‘‘ Melchisedec,” 
Moses tells us about the same mat in Gen- 
esis xiv, 18. It says that he was a priest of 
the most high God; that he was king of 
Salem, king of Righteousness, king of 
Peace; that even the patriarch Abraham 
gave him the tenth of all his spoils. Then, 
to cap the climax, it says that he was 
without father, without mother, without 
descent, having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life. Now consider, he says, 
how great this man was. Truly a great 
man, if there was any truth in the state- 
ments made concerning him; but they are 
as void of truth and reason as a horse is of 
holiness. If the statementa the writer 
makes there in regard to his genealogy 
were true, it would knock that of both 
God and Jesus into the:shade, because the 
Bible tells us that even God had a begin- 
ning. §t, John says (i, 1, 2); *' In the hg- 
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ginning was the word, and the word was 
with God, and the word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God.” If 
that don't say that God had a beginning 
then we don’t know what words meau. 
We could cite plenty more instances where 
it speaks of the begiuning of God, but one 
is as good asa hundred for our purpose. 
We take it word for word from the Bible, 
and that is enough. But this man Mel- 
chisedec is to hav neither beginuing nor 
end, aud as for Jesus, we all know what 
the Bible says in regard to his genealogy; 
it is not necessary to repeat it here. Now, 
we don’t dispute that there may hav lived 


been a great man, but we do dispute most 
emphatically that he or any other man, 


| breast. 
& man called Melchisedec; he may hav. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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body and soul are both worn out there is 
not much to be given; let the church hav 
all the glory of such conversions, 

Poor ‘‘Little Curly Head!" She is 
dead now, worn out in the cause of hu- 
manity. How many appreciate the sacri- 
fice? It was no ordinary star that went 
out at her death, but the brightest in in- 
tellect, and the noblest in character. On 
the 19th day of last month (it was my 
birthday) they laid her to rest ou the 
sunny hillside of Hay Stack valley (I never 
see the place with my mind's eye but I 
think of sunshine), with a pansy on her 
She thought little of jewelry, but 
she loved the flowers. I was not there, 
but they tell me she looked wasted and 
pitiful. Dear litttle woman friend. How 


Jesus included, ever has, or ever will, come | she suffered! The waste of nature is in- 


into this world, or go out of it, on any | deed cruel, if the grave ends all, as in 
other conditions than those nature has | many instances it may well do; but in 


provided. If there ever were a man called | this particular case, 


Melchisedec, he was born into the world 
' the same as other men are; had a father 
&nd mother, and lived and died thousands 
of years ago. That is what nature, reason, 
and just a little good sense would teach 
us, but if you want to be a Bible dupe 
you must believe what it says, let it be 
true or false, reasonable or uureasonable. 
In speaking of Jesus, we find some very 
curious sayings in the Bible. 
first verse in the New Testament it is said 
that he is the son of David; it tells us in 
as Many as twenty different places through 
the book that he is the sou of David. St. 
Johu tells us that he is the only begotten 
son of God. Matthew tells us that he was 
begotten by the ‘‘ Holy Ghost,” whatever 
that is. Mary, his mother, tells us that 
Joseph is his father. In as many as fifty 
places he is called the son of man; it don't 
say what man—we wish it did. One seems 
to hav about as good a claim as any of the 
others, for it is impossible to tell which one 
it is; if either, we should like to kuow. 
Jeremiah xxxii, 27, says: ‘‘ Behold, I am the 
Lord, the God of all flesh, Is there any- 
thing too bard for me?" Yes, we should 
say there is, if the Bible tells the truth. 
It says (Judges i, 19) that he drave out the 
inhabitants of the mountain, but could 
not drive out the inhabitants of the valley 
because they had chariots of iron. Iron 
chariots were a little too hard for the Lord 
to handle. Joxzr. M. BERRY. 


Death-Bed ** Conversious.?? 
Oonpon, OR., Oot. 6, 295. 

Mr. Epiror: Seeing a picture in your 

paper some time ago representing that the 

. different ‘‘Saviors” of the world were 
born on the 25th of December, prompts me 
to inquire, Did Christmas always come on 
that day ? 

(No, Christmas was formerly observed in 
April and May. It was changed to De- 
cember in order to conform with the cus- 
tom of the so-called pagans, who cele- 
brated, on the 25th, the lengthening of the 
days, which begins about that time. —E». 
T. S.] 

Human beings are so constituted that, 
80 far as my observation goes, they are 
more inclined to tell things as they want 
them to be than they are to tell them as 
they occur. A while back somebody told 
through this country that Mrs. Katie 
Kehm Smith had five preachers praying 
over her and had become converted and 
joined the church. Many good Christian 
people were happy in telling and having 
this told to them. They loved the best wo- 
man on earth for her true worth. They 
were glad that she would not burn forever 
in hell, and were much concerned that she 
should get into the right Christian life- 
boat, However well the report may hav 
pleased many, the cold and unsympathetic 
truth is different. She was surrounded and 
cared for by Infidel friends, from the time 
she was taken sick until she died. No man 
of God was there. If it had been otherwise, 
she would hav been so incapacitated by 
the delirium of fever to avail herself of 
his counsel, however the hope of heaven or 

. the fear of hell might hav persuaded her. 

. But death-bed conversion amounts to 
little anyway. Grandpa Littleton Younger 
was an Infidel and an excellent violinist, 
When he had lived to be so old and childish 
that he didn’t know anything, and mixed 
up Yaukee Doodle and Old Hundred on 
the fiddle, he joined the church. Aud thus 
itis, ‘‘ Here, God, I giv myself to thee, 
"tis all that I can do,” though when the 


| 


[ 
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who can say? She 
was so honest and true that she would not 
believe that others could lie. In debate 
she was too good. Her opponent never 
“lied,” but was many times mistaken. 
To her, her enemies were such through 
ignoranee, and her friends were honor 
personified. I caunot write of our friend 
a8 she deserves. Gro. W. Orawrorp. 


Steiner and Rowley in Philadelphia. 
PamADELPAIA, Oot. 21, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I am highly delighted to 
report that we hav enjoyed these last two 


: Sundays intellectual treats frem two very 


able speakers. The first Sunday Mr. 
Steiner gave us two discourses, his after- 
noon subject being, ‘‘ The Tyranny and 
Absurdity of Sunday Laws" (which is the 
issue of the day), and in the evening, 
**Jesus Obrist: Is He a Proper Guide for 
Humanity?" which can also be truly said 
is not a dead issue, nowithstanding our 
Single Tax friends think that it is, and, I 
regret to say, some professed Liberals 
also. ! 

The lecturer handled his subjects very 
ably and made his mark. The debate that 
followed was insignificant, the chief re- 
marks being from a Single Taxer, who 
elaimed that our Liberal lecturers were 
fighting à man of straw; that Christianity 
is & dead issue. You may be sure this 
warmed up our speaker, as in his reply to 
his critics at the close he completely de- 
molished these notions. 

Notwithstanding the very inclement 
weather, it raining all day, we had a much 
larger audience in the afternoon than we 
expected; in the evening it was our pleas- 
ure to see the large. hall filled to hear the 
discourse upon ‘‘Jesus Christ.” This 
false teacher was very skillfully disposed 
of as au unworthy guide for humanity to 
follow, and the proofs were drawn from 
the Christian Bible; he proved conclusivly 
that to be a follower of Jesus a person 
would land either in the penitentiary or in 
the lunatic asylum. Criticism followed 
the lecture as usual, but the defenders of 
the so-called meek aud lowly Jesus were 
very weak in their arguments, so that the 
lecturer had a very easy task to demolish 
what they presented. It is a great pity 
that we caunot get an able clergyman to 
come and meet our champions of Free- 
thought; but no, they know that we know 
that they do not Know, as Colonel Inger- 
soll truly remarks. The lectures, I am 
pleased to say, were a grand success; the 
applause that greeted them was immense, 
which shows that Mr. Steiner is very 
highly appreciated here. We were pleased 
to learn that he is kept busier than for- 
merly. We hope he will be kept con- 
stantly on the go, as he is a very promis- 
ing young worker in our ranks. 

Now I come to Henry Rowley; though 
last, he is by no means least, for it is the 
general opinion here that he is the intel- 
lectual giant of America, not even except- 
ing Colonel Ingersoll Had his lectures 
been in print he might hav disposed of a 
great many. His discourse for the after- 
noon was, "What is Atheism?" and we 
mus! say without any exaggeration or bias 
that it was the grandest philosophical lect- 
ure in defense of Atheism ever given be- 
fore our society. Nevertheless he kept 
the audience in roars of laughter most of 
the time. He very aptly described the 
difference between the Agnostic and the 
Atheist thus: The former when he goes 


in the water to bathe touches the water 


with his toes and draws them back with a 
shiver before he goes in, while the latter 
plunges right into the water without cere- 
mony. 

Dr. Westbrook was present and is look- 
ing well after his summer vacation. He 
gavea few remarks after the lecture, but 
as I was called out by a reporter I did not 
hear what he said. I learned later that 
Mr. Rowley is anxious to debate the sub- 
ject of ''Theism ve. Atheism" with the 
doctor & month hence. I hope the debate 
will take place. The doctor has promised 
us & lecture in defense of Theism when- 
ever we sre ready for it. 

.Mr. Rowley's evening discourse was 
** Miracle and Prophecy,” which I can as- 
sure your readers he handled without 


gloves, and created roars of laughter and. 


applause. Every seat was filled, while 
people stood in the aisles. Mr. Rowley 
has a splendid, soft, musical voice, and 
having a fine physique, has a very com- 
mauding presence, In his reply to his 
critics, who consisted of lawyers and doc- 
tors, he showed great skill as a debater, 
without taking any undue advantage of 
his opponents. At the close a vote of 


"thauks was tendered unanimously to Mr. 
.| Rowley for his very able lectures, with the 


expressed hope that he would giv us 
another visit soon. 

As my letter is getting rather lengthy, 
I will conclude by saying that such a brill- 
iant talent should never rust for want of 
opportunities to work, and that I pledge 
my word that no Liberal society will ever 
regret having engaged Henry Rowley to 
lecture for them, for he is, without ex- 
aggeration, the very best philosophical 
speaker up to date in our ranks, and the 
Philadelphia Liberal League wishes him 
success wherever he goes. : 

Gro. Loxerorp, Sec. 


Shall We Liv Forever? 
Los ANGELES, OAL., Oct. 20, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: Spiritualism teaches that 
man is immortal, and Nosh Webster says 
‘*immortal ” means lasting forever; having 
uulimited existence. Mr. Swan asserts 
that uuless the phenomena attributed to 
spirits are produced iu some other man- 
ner, we hav ‘‘ proof positiv? that man is 
immortal The work ‘‘unless” is what 
makes the question debatable, for if the 
elaims of modern Spiritualism were fully 
established, doubt would disappear. We 
do not know that the manifestations which 
excite wonder and credulity in many, sre 
the work of disembodied spirits, for 
science has found out that many of them 
are not, and will, in time, probably de- 
monstrate that none of them are. Hypno- 
tism, thought transference, illusions of 
the senses, optical delusions, and uncon- 
scious cerebration, hav been found to 
remove the necessity of a spirit to account 
for certain phenomena; and all that can- 
not be accounted for by those explanatory 
methods are now very few in number. It 
was never supposed that the victim of de- 
lirium tremens saw anything but mental 
images of snakes, and it is safe to say that 
all spooks, phantoms, or phasmas that ever 
appeared to any human being were pro- 


‘duced solely by the action of the brain. 


Thanks to science, we are beginning to 
know something about the brain and the 
possibilities that sare embodied in the 
nervous system; and while definit details 
are somewhat lacking in complex modes 
of motion, facts are becoming so numer- 
ous in relation to the powers of mind and 
body that a spirit world will not much 
Jonger side-track the man in pursuit of 
causes. 

All philosophy and science end when 
they get to disembodied spirits, same as all 
explanations that terminate in God are no 
explanations at all A natural cause ex- 
ists for all things, and to seek it outside of 
this objectiv world, and apart from force 
and matter, is to desert the path of reason 
and common sense. Matter, such as that 
of which this world and our bodies are 
composed, ha3 always been despised and 
held in contempt because of theological 
and metaphysical doctrins; and Spirit- 
ualism now comes to the front and taiks 
about our “‘ casket of clay" and the dis- 
advantages the soul labors under while 
united to a body of flesh and blood. All 
this in the face and eyes of the fact, that 
outside of hope and desire, mixed with 
faith, there is no positiv certainty that 
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what is called the sonl survives the death 
of the despised body. Mr. Swan denies 
that evolution has any bearing on the 
subject of immortality as proclaimed by 
modern Spiritualism, but the origin of 
man must hav some connection with his 
end. The advent of mau upon this earth 
was a3 evolution delares, or by spécial 
creation according to Genesis; and Mr. 
Swan seems to accept the latter explaua- 
tion. But, whichever is true, the fact 
that the human race had a beginning, and 
no form of life at one time could exist on 
this earth, is something no one will dis- 
pute. If as conscious individuals, we hav 
been produced by force and matter after 
a beginningless eternity of time, what - 
reason hav we to suppose we shall remain 
conscious individuals for an eternity to 
come? Hope and desire are the principal 
factors in sustaining such a belief; but 
when the uureliability of hope is men- 
tioned, Mr. Swan says, Don't discourage 
hope; we need it. 

I will admit tbat hope is a good thing in 
its way, and has much to do iu keeping us 
agoing in this world; but there are a 
limited number of the human family that 
prefer faets to fiction, and seek for them 
regardless of their influence on the emo. 
tions. Materialism has the strongest in- 
dications of being a stubborn reality. If 
it is true, all genuiu truth seekers want to 
know it, and to science, instead of senti- 
ment, do?sueh people turn. Oredulity ex- 
ists without effort, but doubt results from 
thought and study; so while it is an easy 
matter to believe what we think is de- 
sirable, like another life aud a heavenly 
father to protect us here and there, 
thought and study produce doubt every 
time. 

Spiritualists, as arule, any more than 
Christiaus, do not read much that conflicts 
with their faith, and one side of the ques- 
tion is all they look at. For many years 
I was what is known as a ghost chaser, and 
when my faith in another life was the 
strongest, the least wai known of the facts 
which Materialism puts forth. I was con- 
tinually iu search of more tests, and al- 
ways felt not quite satisfied; so the fol- 
lowing, in a recent Spiritualist paper, was 
noted with some interest: ‘* We hav asked 
for phenomeua until we stand to-day with 
our lives full, and thoroughly saturated 
with it, and yet the instant we see a me- 
dium, we rush forward for phenomena.” 

Inever knew it to fail, and lecture that 
does not wind up with a test medium on | 
the rostrum never draws like one that does. 
Mr; Swan asks authority for the statement 
that Spiritualism. denies the immortality 
of animals. My reply is that spirit oom- 
munications and noted advocates of it hav 
so declared. ‘Are all or auy animals im- 
mortal?" was once asked a prominent su- 
thor and lecturer. He said, ''I emphati- 
cally answer, So far as my kuowledge 
goes, not one!” He then stated that the 
faculty of independent seership was born 
with him, and yet never had he seen or 
heard of an immortal dog, cat, or any 
other animal; and while seeking the cause 
for their non-immortal nature, he found 
they were not high enough in the scale of 
life to elaborate the indestructible essences 
of the spirit body. It is true that some 
‘spirits’ sud writers assert the contrary, 
but the testimony that predominates is 
against animals in spirit life. The awful 
possibitities which open up with the belief 
of Mr. Swan that snimals and every other 
form of life are immortal, must on reflec- 
tion cast a damper on celestial anticipa- 
tions; for that eighty-foot tapeworm would 
be a resident of the spirit-world, and some 
spirit would hay to pack it around through 
an endless eternity, as all forms of life are 
there immortal, and no compound of 
spirit mediciu could extermiuate the di- 
vinely favored creature. It would be there 
to stay, and when I meditate on immor- 
tality with the possibility of endless life 
with a tapeworm in my spiritual stomach, 
annihilation at death seems greatly to be 
desired; aud with all the other uncertain- : 
ties which confront life in another world, 
I am led to hope, as I now believe, that we 
shall not liv forever. CO. SEVERANCE, 


Pocket Theology. 


l By VOLTAIRE. 
Tarse, Witty, and sarcastic definitions of theo 
logical terms. Prios, % con. 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 713.) 

cross made any sort of contest between them 
ridiculous to think about. The gospeler must hav 
been impressed that way, for nobody saw him after- 
wards. i 

—Some of the visitors used eloquent language 
with reference to the American flag as the symbol 
of everything that is free and enlightened. The 
veteran J. K. Ingalls remarked aside that patriotism 
or love of country was commendable provided it 
was worthily bestowed, but it must be remembered 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

but the lecturer made no reference to it, and at the 
close of the meeting she learned that no one pres- 
ent had heard of it. The Massachusetts Liberals 
who read Tae Teura Seexer evidently were not 
interviewed by Mrs. Cadwallader, for this paper de- 
voted considerable editorial space to the matter at 
the time. Mrs. Oadwallader remarked that she 
found it somewhat difficult to address a Free- 
thought audience on account of the different vo- 
eabulary necessary to be used. Those who hav 
listened much to inspirational speakers hav doubt- 


[NovEMBER 9, 1895 


Our Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self- Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand. 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 


sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, — 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
* Self-Contradictions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self Contradictions” as well asthe “Age | 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as & guide to any good. 


less observed this distinction. . 

—Through some oversight a resolution con- 
demning the action of the Philadelphia authorities 
in arresting spirit mediums failed to get before the 
Committee on Resolutions. One like the following 
would doubtless hav been well received: Resolved, 
That while Oatholie priests are permitted without 
molestation to display the alleged relics of defunct 
saints, ostensibly for the cure of diseases but in 
reality to increase the revenues of the church and 
the superstition of its members ; and while the en- 
tire Ohristian ministry subsists by vending for 
money its professed knowledge about other worlds 
and the sure method of reaching the right one, the 
interests of impartial justice demand that the same 


that all flags symboled the invasiv tyranny of gov- 
ernments as well as their guarantee of protection to 
citizens. It may be recalled by some that Old 
Glory has shielded slave-holders when serfdom was 
outlawed under the flag of Great Britain, and that 
at the present time American citizens are tried for 
religious offenses in courts over which float the 
Stars and Stripes. It is better, on the whole, to 
stand by a principle than by a piece of cloth, the 
significance of which is subject to perpetual re- 
vision by parsons and politicians. 

—A lady physician who was present from New 
Jersey had a good thought to offer not only to the 
Freethinkers but to all the residents of New York. 
It related to the school question. We hava law 


immunity should be extended to so-called spirit 
mediums; that the future, except as it may be 
judged by the past, is to us wholly unknown, but 
persons asserting their ability to reveal the events 
which it has in store should be on an exact 
equality before the law; and furthermore, were all 
such persons to be regarded as impostors, still, as 
between the mediums and the ministers, the former 
are so Weak in numbers, and their professions are 
so modest when compared with the preposterous 
claims of the latter, that they should be secure in 


making it compulsory upon parents, and all persons 
standing in parental relations to children between 
the ages of eight and sixteen years, to send those 
children to school. But as it happens there are 
more than six thousand five hundred children in 
New York city for whom there is no room in the 
school-houses. The lady’s proposition was that the 
school board should take possession of some of the 
church buildings that stand empty six days in the 
week and fit them up as school-rooms. Since the 


city protects the church buildings without recom- 
pense, such as other protected property makes in 
the form of taxes, the right of the public to use the 
sanctuary for school purposes cannot be disputed ; 
and since the churches make loud professions of 
friendliness to education, they cannot object to such 
a practical method of doing education a service. 

—A queer character drifted into the meetings 
once or twice when the wind set from the direction 
of the luny orb. While the revised constitution 
was under consideration, he inquired, with sup- 
pressed emotion, if that was just for this society or 
for the whole United States. Learning that it was 
restricted to the Freethought Union, he snorted 
and then sat down, showing very plainly that he 
was not satisfied. Later, after Mr. Woodbury had 
spoken, he arose and said that now the audience had 
listened to a Spiritualist he supposed a Freethinker 
might speak his mind. He was allowed to go 
ahead, when he made the most rambling address he 
had in his repertory. E. O. Walker raised his voice 
to a point of order, and the orator went away, 
leaving a trail of red-hot expletivs behind him. He 
came back later and tried to speak, but was ignored. 
He volunteered the information that he was 
used to that sort of treatment. His particular de- 
lusion is that the creator resides in his cranium, 
and that his thoughts are emanations from the di- 
` vine mind. 

—E. O. Walker scored a good point in his paper 

. on “The National Reform Association ”—a point 
so clear and sharp that the National Reformers 
cannot help seeing and feeling it—when the said: 
« We readin an old legend that ‘in those days came 
John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness : 
and saying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.’ Therefore John has been called the 
Forerunner of Christ. He announced his coming, 
it is said, and prepared the way for him. We read 
in the records of our time that in these days comes 
the National Reform Association preaching in the 
wilderness, and saying, Repent ye, for the kingdom 
of Romeis athand. The leaders of the God-in-the- 
Constitution party are the John the Baptists of the 
Church of Rome. They areits forerunners. They 
are announcing its coming and preparing the way 
for it.” The church of Rome gets from the public 
treasury two dollars for every one dollar drawn 
from that source by her Protestant accomplices.. 
Protestants crack the safe and she robs the till. Let 
Protestantism place a chair of theology beside that 
of the president of the United States, and the pope 
will sit in it. . 

—Mrs. Cadwallader, the medium and inspira- 
tional speaker, thinks she has the joke on the Bos- 
ton Freethinkers. While the present odious Sun- 
day law was before the Massachusetts legislature, 
and while Mrs. Cadwallader was lobbying for an 
amendment permitting mediums to hold seances 
Sunday nights, she heard that a lecture was to be 
delivered in Paine Hall on “Sunday Laws.” She 


canceled an engagement in order to be present, ex- 
pecting to get some points about the law then 


threatening the rights of Freethinkers in that state, 


S. 
10th, 
Putnam will lecture in New England during the month 
of November. 
points in this section. Friends will communicate with 
him at 28 Lafayette place, New York, care of this office. 


in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. 
for November: 


-Nov. 10—Manifestations as presented by Mediums: ‘Is 


Nov. 22—‘‘The Sunday Laws." 


the practice of their chosen calling so long as any 
pulpit in the land is occupied by a minister of the 
Christian gospel. 


Leetures and Meetings. 
Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 


Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. 


Tun First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 


Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Old 
turer. 


8, lee- 
Sunday-school at same place at 12.80. 


P. Purnam lectures at Boston, on November 
and at East Dennis, Mass., November 24th. Mr. 


He desires engagements at all possible 


Tur Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 


Wednesday evenings, at $ o’clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M. 
P. McLeod, secretary, 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:80 a.m. 
to 10 P.m.; dues, 15 cents per month. ] 


FRANKLIN STEINEB'S appointments, so far as now ar- 


ranged, are: Ashland, Pa., November 7th, 8th; Colum- 
bus, O., 10th; Massillon, O., 11th; Farmdale, O., 12th, 
18th, 14th; Columbus, 17th; Grove City, O., 18th, 19th, 
20th; Seio, O., 21; Cincinnati, O., 24th ; Greentown, 
Ind., 80th, and December ist; Covington, Ind., 2d, 3d, 
4th; Fillmore, Ill., 5th; Whitehall, Ill, 7th, 8th. Ad- 


dress him in care of Tae TRUTA SEEKER. 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
Program 


this Spiritualism?’ Prof. Geo. W. Stock. 


Nov. 17—*' The Egyptian Book of the Dead.” Judge E. 


Thompson. 


Nov. 24—Joint Debate. Franklin Steiner and Prof. John 


S. Van Cleve. 
Tye Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 


ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for November: 


Nov. 8—‘‘ Individual Freedom the True Basis of All Hu- 


man Association." 
Matchett. 


Geo. W. Hopping, Chas. H. 


Nov. 15—‘‘ Standards of Value—What or Which?” John 


DeWitt Warner, Dr. Charles B. Spahr. 
Win. Jay Groo, Ed- 
ward Grosse. 


Nov. 29—‘‘ The Authority and Necessity of Faith." Rev. 
E. J. O. Millington, Thaddeus B. Wakeman. 


Calling the Ministers to Order. 
From the New York Sun 

The Mormon missionaries hav as much right to propa- 
gate the religion of Mormonism in the state of North 
Carolina as the Presbyterian missionaries in China hay 
to propagate the religion of Presbyterianism there. We 
should like to know the difference between the conduct 
of the Chinese mandarins and Vegetarians who drove out 
the Christian missionaries and that of the clergymen of 
North Carolina who ‘hav sent a written warning to the 
Mormon missionaries there to “retire from our commun- 
ity, and at once.” The Chinese hav degraded the anti- 
missionary viceroy, and chopped off the heads of a lot of 
the anti-missionary Vegetarians. What kind of punish- 
ment should be given by somebody to the Rev. M. D. 
Bynum and the Rev. H. J. Jennett, of New Hill, Wake 
county, N. O.? The stories told in China against Chris- 
tian missionaries are even worse than those told in North 
Carolina against the Mormon missionaries, 


Tse Trove Srrxer’s offer to send eight copies of 


Paine's *Age of Reason" to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 


The best results are reported 


and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 
oo 
The Canadian Censorship. 
From the Light of Truth (Spiritualist). . 
The not unexpected announcement that The 

Truth Seeker publications hav been prohibited from 
the Canadian mails is the latest in the line of pres- 
ent persecutions. It appears that The Truth Seeker 
has been suppressed without notification or trial 
on its mailability by a Roman Catholic postmaster- 


general named Caron, who pronounces it “ gcurri- 
lous” and “blasphemous,” and from whose deci- 


sion there is no appeal in the Canadian law. This 

is a tremendous power to place in the hands of one 

man who is amenable to nothing or anybody, and 
whe cannot be reached by any legal process. Yet 
the Oanadians hav given this power to a Roman 

Catholic bigot and put him at the head of their post- 
office department. When a man can say officially 

that he “has no hesitation in deciding that on ac- 
count of the character of its contents the paper 
ought to be excluded from the mails,” as was said 
in the case of The Truth Seeker, and has the power 

to construe the terms “scurrilous” and “blasphe- 

mous” to suit his own opinion, the day of liberty 
for the press has set in a dishonorable oblivion. 

The Truth Seeker is a Freethought publication, 

and it is against Freethought that this suppression 
has been aimed. Any other publication of like 
character would suffer the same fate. As we under- 
stand it, no particular issue nor any article in it is 

condemned, but the whole publication is refused 
transmission in the Canadian mail. 

The power to thus tyrannize over one publication 
implies the power to set up a sort of Index Hapur- 
gatorius over any other obnoxious paper, and we 
may soon look for the tentacles of the Oanadian 
post-office octopus to be placed upon some Orange, 
American Protectiv Association, Methodist, or any 
political journal that advocates measures not con- 
genial to the Romish hierarchy. l 

Mental liberty in Canada is a meaningless term. 
Protestant papers in Quebec are under the thumb 
and at the mercy of Cardinal Taschereau, who owns 
Postmaster-General Caron, while Catholic papers 
in Ontario truckle to a dominant Protestant regime, 
and between the two free thought and a free press 
hav & sorry time of it. 

But the question here brought forward ir this: 
What shall be the nature of the protest against this 
persecution?  Plutocracy and its crass churchianic 
annex hav about strangled the freedom of the press 
on this continent. In this case there should be a 
vigorous movement set afoot at Washington to find 
out why it is thata Freethought paper published in 
this country is denied transmission through the 
mails of & country at peace with ours. 


From Secular Thought. 

The postmaster-general’s disallowance of the 
Oanadian mails to the New York Truth Seeker has 
called forth some comments, a few of which we re- 
print. No doubt the bulk of the papers are ortho- 
dox, and rejoice at the set-back given to Freethought. 
All the more honor, then, for those who speak out 
boldly for liberty. 


Ingersol's new lecture, “The Foundations of 
Faith,” is for sale at the low price of twenty-five 
cents. Same style as his other recently issued 
pamphlets. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Naney's Nightmare. 


Iam the doll that Nancy broke! 
Hadn't been hers a week. 

One little squeeze, and I sweetly spoke; 
Rosy and fair was my cheek. 

Now my head lies in a corner far, 
My body lies here in the other; 

Andif this is what human children are, 
I never will liv with another! 


Iam the book that Naucy read 
For fifteen minutes together; 

Now I am standing here on my head, 
While she's gone to look at the weather. 

My leaves are crushed in the cruelest way, 
'There's jam on my opening page; 

And I would not liv with Miss Nancy Gay, 
Though I shouldn't be read for an age! 


Iam the frock that Naucy wore 
Last night at her birthday feast. 

I am tbe frock that Nancy tore 
In seventeen places at least. 

My buttons are scattering far and near, 
My trimming is torn to rags; 

And if I were Miss Nanoy's mother dear 
T'd dress her in calico bags! 


We are the words that Nancy said 
Whenthesethings were brought to her view, 

All of us ought to be paiuted red, 
Aud some of us are not trne. 

We splutter aud mutter and snarl and snap, 
We smolder and smoke and blaze; 

And if she'd not meet with some sad mishap, 
Miss Nancy must mend her ways. 


—Laura E. Richards, in St. Nioholas. 


The Freethought Convention in 
New York. 


Tell us something about the conven- 
tion,” were the parting words of a friend 
of the Children's Corner, when we said 
good-bye at the pier in New York, bound 
homeward. But you will all read the re- 
port well.told by others, and it would take 
too much time and space to go over the same 
ground in our little corner. But it was a 
glorious gathering of noble men and large- 
hearted women in Hardman Hall on the 
95th, 26th, and 27th of October, and those 
who were unavoidably absent, for it is not 
to be conceived that a true Liberal would 
purposely stay away, missed much. The 
weather was superb, and the sun shone 

` brightly every day. There was the best 
of good. cheer and hearty greetings that 
made light, brightness, and warmth, in- 
doors as well as out. 

There is something in the grasp of a 
Freethinker’s hand that is inspiring and 
health-giving—a cordiality and gracious- 
ness that does not come with any other 
sort of hand-clasp. The editor of the 
Corner was pleased to meet some very dear 
friends, some she had not seen in a long 
while, others she had known but met for 
the first time. The music was excellent, 
‘both vocal and instrumental, and it will be 
long ere the echoing notes of Mrs, Eugene 
Macdonald and the strains of the king of 
instruments in the handsof Mr. Kelly will 
cease to vibrate in our ears. T 

Among the very little folks present, like 
new plants springing up in the dew and 
sunshine of Freethought, were handsome 
Master Macdonald, son of the inimitable 
George and the mother who is all Grace, 
and pretty, bright-eyed Gertrude Gillen, 
and sweet baby Harman, who came all the 
way from the West to plead for human 
rights. There were other little ones pres- 
ent whose names were notlearned. Daisy 
Wixon was not there, but she will come 
another time. Her grandpa and grandma 
Thorpe and sunt Hattie were on hand, 
distinguished by all the old-time earnest- 
ness and energy. : 

It was a representativ congregation 
throughout, distinguished by high thought 
and noble resolve. There were brows on 
which was written intellectual develop- 
ment, eyes that sparkled and flashed with 
wit and wisdom, like sunbeams on the 
dimpled river. 

' There were no '*old folks” at the Oon- 
. gress—that is, the Editor of the Corner 
didn’t see any. People baptized in the wa- 
ters of Liberality never grow old. The 
years run lightly o’er their heads, mingling 
here and there a silver thread with brown 


or black, and tracing delicate lines upon 
faces that are always like the morning, but 
they do not leave decrepitude or old age. 
So if you desire to be always young, keep 
in line with Liberal thought, move with 
the current of the times, that is ever tend- 
ing toward a larger freedom of thought 
and speech. 

Wakeman, solid asa rock and gentle as 
a child—can he ever grow old? No, not 
even if he were governor of New York, 
and he ought to be, Can Eliza Burnz, 
the Ingallses of Glenora, Dr. Wetmore, 
Henry M. Taber, whose roses, cosmos, 
smilax, and chrysanthemums adorned‘the 
rostrum at the hall and were a sweet and 
delicate offering to the recipients thereof 
—can such grow old and wither and per- 
ish? Never! Through their brave and 
blessed deeds they liv in perpetual youth 
and become immortal. 

S. P. Putnam was the presiding genius 
of the convention, bright, breezy, and 
thoughtful; aided by his handsome lieuten- 
ant, Franklin Steiner, he made everybody 
happy. Edward Dobson was one of the 
younger speakers, and carries truth to 
every listening ear. He is a a correspond- 
ent of our Corner. 

E. C. Walker, quiet, serious, and hard. 
working, made pleasant hours for every 
one. "There was no need for anyone to be 
Sick in the convention. If they were, 
coming into the genial presence of Dr. 
Foote, Sr, and Dr. ''Ned," Jr., they 
would be cured by the pure personal at- 
mosphere of these worthy and devoted 
followers oftruth and progress And Mrs. 
Foote is as lovely and charming as you 
ean imagin. No wonder they are good 
who come within the range of her sweet 
influence, E. C. Reichwald and Henry 
Rowley, both intellectual men, resemble 
each other so much as sometimes to be 
mistaken one for the other. E. C. Oham- 
berlain is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
forever, pledged eternally to that which isin 
accordance with truth and right. It was 
good to see Washburn again on the plat- 
form, as vigorous against injustice as ever, 
and Daniel T. Ames, Mr. Oppenheimer, 
and the Bird who won't sing for the new 
woman; it was & pleasure to know they all 
are for liberty and truth. Mr. Macdonald, 
Editor of Tae TRUTH SEEKER, like one of 
scriptural mention, went about doing 
good, very quietly, but always effeotivly. 
Florence Johnson, graduate of the Emer- 
son School of Oratory in Boston, made 
Hardman Hallring many times during the 
Congress with stirring recitations. She 
has & deep, fall, flexible voice, and, as an 
elocutionist, is well qualified to attract 
and entertain. 

This running scribble should be brought 
to a close, and must be, with much still 
left unwritten. Too bad, but it must be 
so. Our home in the city was with the 
Broadbelt family up-town, in a most de- 
lightful locality, and with friends whom 
to know is to admire, esteem, and love. 
Bethia accompanied the editor of the Oor- 
ner, and joins her in full expressions of 
appreciation of the hospitality that made 
our stay in the elegant home above men- 
tioned a perpetual pleasure and delight. 
Mr. Broadbelt is a genius, designer, 
inventor, and builder of homes; fearless 
and outspoken, a lover of humanity who 
has made his own way in the world, his 
career is still onward. The attractiv row 
of houses, recently completed, is a credit 
and honor to his comprehensiv mind. 
Dear Mrs. Broadbelt has a great heart in 
which to hold her many friends, and a 
winsome grace that charms and blesses 
every one. Geraldine and Portia are the 
lovely names of the lovely daughters of 
the household. They are distinguished by 
gentle manners, strong, good sense, and 
the wisdom to apply it, hence they are 
Freethinkers, from whom, one day, the 
world will hear. 

“ Beauty," the white cat, white as 
snow, goes daintily about the house, while 
*Guvvy," the intelligent dog, knows his 
own place at meal times, and other times 
as well He is one of the family, and he 
knows it. —Ep. C. O, 


Health and Happiness. 
I.—INTRODUOTION. 

The subject of health and how to main- 
tain itis one in which allare interested. 
The problem is familiar to everybody, for 
the reason that the slightest deviation 


it is our imperativ duty. If we wish to 
participate’ in the pleasures of life, to 
contemplate the beauties of nature, or look 
at the world and see it in its brightest as- 
pect, the body must be in a state of health, 
When health is wanting, or the system is 
impaired, we are uufitted to perform our 
duty properly, nor are we able to concen- 
trate our thoughts; mind and body are 
out of tune and out of harmony with na- 
ture. 

Every intelligent reader will see the im- 
portance of this subject, and it should 
stimulate all to obtain information suffi- 
cient to guide them judiciously and dis- 
creetly in their conduct, thus avoiding un- 
necessary pain and discomfort, 

Is there anything on earth we are so so- 
licitous about as our own well being? 
How anxious is the mother for the health 
of her child; how pleased when it is well, 
smiling, and playful, and how sad, alarmed, 
and grieved when it is ailing, peevish, 
and sickly? Would it not be well for 
mother and child—indeed, for everyone— 
to know how to shun errors and mistakes 
in the art of living, so as to avoid tres- 
passing on the laws of nature? These laws 
teach us not to overtask our physical abil- 
ities; not to overstrain the physiological 
functions by excess of food or drinks; not 
to overtax the organs of our appetites; to 
avoid exposure of our bodies to the inclem- 
ency of the elements; unnecessary expend- 
iture of the life forces of the animal econ- 
omy, eto. 

The infant is the miniature man or wo- 
man. Raise a healthy infant, and you 
raise a healthy child, which in turn be- 
comes a healthy citizen. The beginning 
of life is exclusivly in the hands of the 
mother; she nourishes it, tenderly cares 
for it, nurses and clothes it, sees to its hy- 
gienic condition, watches over its growth 
and development. It presents the mirror 
of nature to her; when she holds up her 
own offspring she sees her own image re- 
flected in that of her child. How carefully 
she examins the still undefined features 
of her babe to discover some resemblance, 
some parental likeness, some slight expres- 
sion. This contributes by far the most in- 
teresting subject in the world to her; it is 
the topic of the hour, the anxiety of the 
time, the hope of the future, and all the 
wisdom she possesses, with no small 
amount of pride, is concentrated in the 
love, tenderness, and affection for her in- 
fant. 

The next article will be the first of a 
series on the art of nursing and raising 
children. M.D. 


GOVERNMENT. 


By CHARLES MORAN. 


from the normal state of health invariably 
produces an unpleasant impression. No 
sooner are we made aware of the dis- 
agreeable presence than we hasten to do 
our utmost to remedy the evil, or seek for 
some one to remedy it for us. In ordi- 
nary disturbances, simple in character, 
Nature, the impartial nurse, the great 
healer of ills, comes to our aid and recti- 
fies and re. establishes the lost equilibrium. 
This aid is conditional, however, on our 
implicit obedience to her laws, and will 
not be rendered unless in proportion to 
our intelligence we exercise discretion and 
judgment in our conduct. Animals are 
entirely dependent on Nature as a healer; 
and although they possess neither the in- 
telligence nor the inventiv power of man, 
they seldom suffer from ailments due to 
violation of her laws, such as excesses or 
immoderate indulgences. 

Not having actual knowledge, the an- 
cients tried to explain abnormal bodily 
states or conditions (ill health) by methods 
which had no relation whatever, direct 
or indirect, to nature except as a total 
misconception of natural facts. Oonse- 
quently the seeds of grave errors were 
planted in the minds, and these developed 
into supernatural wonders and miracles; 
and, to sustain them, faith and belief were 
necessary. Oredulity, which is the result 
of ignorance, is a very important factor in 
producing superstition, imposition, and 
fraud. This in part accounts for belief in 
the many wonderful ''faith cures" we 
hear of in modern times; but in this age 
of advancement in the medical sciences 
the general public ought no longer to be 
deluded and misled by the notions of our 
unenlightened forefathers. The state of 
our health does notin any sense rest on 
any imaginary supernatural interference, 
but on natural and well-regulated conduct 
in life. ! 

In order to hav a clear ides of the matter 
of health and of sickness (or derangement), 
we must first learn to regard the human 
body, like that of the lower animal, as 
nothing more than a living or vitalized 
machine. We must think of the various 
organs in the body as vital mechanical con- 
trivances that sre constantly in motion 
while the system is in a living state ; and 
when any organ or one part of the ma- 
chinery is impaired the whole structure 
suffers, The idea of supernatural inter- 
ference of a religious kind, such as mira- 
ele, faith, etc., must be entirely dismissed 
from the mind. 

Human happiness—our joys and pleas- 
ures—depends upon health ; contentment 
depends upon sufficient nourishment, cloth- 
ing, and shelter. To obtain the latter, we 
must exert ourselvs and pursue some 
activ occupation, physical or mental; in 
short, we must work. In other words, 
everyone is bound to struggle to preserve 
and protect the body against external and 
internal encroachments. 

To establish and maintain the health is a 
very important task, and at the same time 


An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
an argument for "limiting government to the 
mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
pensation of prompt and equal justice to all.” 


Price, 5 cents. 
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Two new models for women's use in 


Columbia Bicycles. 


is “good 
form.” ips 


Model 42 Columbia has been especially designed 
for the many ladies who prefer to wear knicker- 
bockers rather than cumbersome skirts. 

Ladies’ wheels also in Hartford Bicycles at lower 
prices—$80, $60, $50. 


BOSTON 

NEW YORE 
CHICAGO 

GAN FRANOISOO 


$100 POPE MFG. CO. 


General Offices 
and Factories, 


HARTFORD, 


_ PROVIDENOE 
Comme LurrALO 


Send for Catalogue. Free at any 
Columbia Agency, or by mail for two 
&-cent stamps, i 

Six handsome Paper Dolls, show- 
ing ladies’ bicycle costumes by noted 
designers, mailed for five e-cent stamps. 


' MODEL 42 COLUMBIA 


718 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Gems of Phought | Some Goo Pamphlets at Low Prices 


Many a bloody war has been fought 
merely to promote the political interests 
of a cowardly squad of ambitions dema- 
gogs.— Galveston News. 


Ir will be a marvelous thing—the true 
personality of man—when we see it. It 
will grow naturally and simply, flower- 
like, or as a tree grows.— Anon. 


Keep as near the shrine of truth as you 
can. It is not always the most popular 
place to be, bnt it should be the place in 
all the universe most dear to you.—/Fro- 
gressiv Age. 


Ir we guarded wall the passes of private 
freedom, the by-ways of social and relig- 
ious emancipation, the political forces as 
an immediate sequence would vanish for 
want of sustentation, Political tyranny is 
birthed in social intoleranee.— Traubel. 


WnuETHERE in parent or child, anger, how- 
ever caused, and to whosoever directed, is 
detrimental. Butangerina parent towards 
a child, and a child towards a parent, is 
especially detrimental; because it weakens 
that bond of sympathy which is essential 
to beneficent control.— Herbert Spencer. 


We hav lost many good things of Cer- 
vantes’ and other writers because of the 
tribunal of religion and dulness. One 
Aonius Palearius was sensible of this, and 
said that ‘the Inquisition was a poniard 
aimed at the throst of literature.’ The 
image is striking, and the observation 
just; out the ingenious observer was in 
consequence immediately led to the stake. 
—J. D'Israeli. 


Ir you wish depth, genius, imagination, 
taste, reason, sensibility, philosophy, ele- 
vation, originality, nature, intellect, fancy, 
rectitude, facility, flexibility, precision, 
art, abundance, variety, fertility, warmth, 
magic, charm, grace, force, an eagle sweep 
of vision, vast understanding, instruction 
rich, tone excellent, urbanity, suavity, 
delicacy, correctness, purity, clearness, 
elcquence, harmony, brilliancy, rapidity, 
gaity, pathos, sublimity, and universality 
—perfection indeed—behold Voltaire. — 
Goethe. ; 


ANoTHER discovery, also very recent, 
has enabled us to throw light on the pre- 
historic or forgotten past. We hav found 
that much of it, thought to be long since 
dead, is still alive and in our midst, under 
forms easily recognized when our atten- 
tion is directed to them. This branch cf 
anthropology is known as Folklore. Itin- 
vestigates the stories, the superstitions, 
the beliefs and customs which prevail 
among the unlettered, the isolated, and 
the young; for these are nothing less than 
survivals of the mythologies, the legal 
usages, and the sacred rites of earlier 
generations. It is surprising to observe 
how much of the past we hav been able to 
reconstruct from this humble and long 
neglected material.— Prof. D. G. Brinton. 


Ir can, says Mr. Lecky, be no exaggera- 
tion to say thst the church of Rome has 
inflicted a greater amount of unmerited 
suffering than any other religion that has 
ever existed among mankind. The Prot- 
estant church prosecuted to the full extent 
of her power; and, although the persecu- 
tions at her hands were never so sanguin- 
ary as those of the Catholic, the principle 
was affirmed quite as strongly, was acted 
on quite as constantly, and was defended 
quite as pertinaciously by the clergy. 
And the examples given by Mr. Lecky of 
the persecutions by Protestants in Eng- 
land, Germany, Holland, Ireland, Scot- 
land, France, Sweden, and America, and 
the fact that persecution was advocated or 
practiced by Luther, Calvin, Beza, Jurien, 
Knox, Cranmer, Melancthon, and other 
lights of the Protestant church, prove that 
the spirit of intolerance of unbelief and 
heresy was quite as bitter with them as 
with the Catholics. — Literary Guide, 
Supplement. 


No less fruitful [than the researches in 
Assyria] hav been modern researches in 
Egypt. While, on one hand, they hav re- 
vealed a very considerable number of geo- 
graphical and archeological facts proving 
the good faith of the narrativs enterin 
iuto the books attributed to Moses, aud 
hav thus made our early sacred literature 
all the more valuable, they hav at the 
same time revealed the limitations of the 
sacred authors and compilers. They hav 
brought to light facts utterly disproving 
the sacred Hebrew date of creation and 
the main framework of the early biblical 
chronology; they hav shown the suggestiv 
correspondence between the ten ante- 
diluvian patriarchs in Genesis and the ten 
early dynasties of the Egyptian gods, and 
hav placed by the side of these the ten 
antediluvian kings of Chaldean tradition, 
the ten heroes of Armenia, the ten primeval 
kings of Persian sacred tradition, the ten 
** fathers" of Hindu sacred tradition, and 
multitudes of other tens, throwing much 
light on the manner in which the sacred 
chronicles of ancient nations were gener- 
ally developed.— Prof. Andrew D, White 
in Popular Science Monthly. 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. -- 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 


Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, ; 


and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


gener C Luse. : 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS, A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TOTHE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 

ress at Chicago. One of Oi 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF IN*IDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliant lectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, * What Has Infidelity Done?” should be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE. LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 

A discussion, between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Hon. Frederic R, Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 


Otto Wetiste:n's' 


nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned 
What I Believe, Immortality.. This lecture is 
ou tne hee ape test, EE [6 ergy know that I 
znow that they do not know. 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hox. FREDERIOK Douanass and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G, INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 38 


| &ges. 
PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
u. 


as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 

posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 

rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 

its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
God who is powerless against him. ne o 
elen Gardener’s brightest effo: 


fforts. 
THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
` his. very good. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widdicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosvel. HJ Seigneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT, Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity. virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 


Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. K 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the EW H. J. Seigneuret, M.D 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
jn and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes." | 
This pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of & God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘l'he subjects considered are: Or- 


and Lougfellow. i 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. — : 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's alleged acts whioh would lead one 
to that conclusion. K Washburn. 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems, Samuel P.Pu'nam. 
The title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
apd the Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


N earchers. 

\ WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 
cago. onside ing The Cause of Woman's 


thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths | Huon Hm. Thoology Never Helpfalio Woman, 


and Births, ‘The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- | i , i 

hammed, ‘the Destruction of Art, The Dis- | Mare ERE NOM. Dunn HD 

covery O ica, Copernicus an epler, * d 

Charles Darwin, Special Providence, T he WOMAN; HER PAST AND PRESENT, 

Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 

of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver, Ool., by B F Underwood. 


The Second Birth, Ins :iratiou, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
ment-Day, Pions| , Àny one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
ivilization;" Mira- | for a dollar. 
THE TRUTH REEKFER. CO.. 
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cles of the New, Testament, The Ascension, 
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Pictures. 


Old Testament—A Page of ‘Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS. 
Fin Bine s Theory, Bloody Joshua, 
ome Giants, : The C i 
The Adventures and Work of Noah, ] Against Talon aia Hiscra ang Bara 
A Hunting Anecdote, General Gideon ] 


Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, | 

Isaac and His * Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 
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In the nature of things, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


**In the nature of things there can,be 
no evidence to establish the claim 0j 


inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo., New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Ohristmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; forif a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


' “Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INGERSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by IxaxnsoLL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel Inerzsorr's Famous Lettera 
and Replies from Eminent men. Witb 
* Great Suicides of History" and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 centa. 
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Jot for Parsons. 


“I SUPPOSE you say your prayers, my 
little man?" ‘‘Yes, sir." ''Does your 
father say his?" ‘‘ He doesn't hav to; his 
father's dead." 


“ QouLbDN'T your husband be induced to 
try the faith cure?” “I think he could. 
He’s tried dozens of things he didn’t be- 
lieve in.” — Vogue. 


SuwpAy-8OHooL "TracaER: ‘‘What is 
faith?” Small Boy: ‘‘ Takin’ an umbrella 
to church when the minister’s goin’ ter 
pray fer rain."—77uth. 


Diox: ''I say, Bob, what's Pantheism? 
Heard it mentioned in church.” Bob: 
* "Don't know. Sounds like Darwin. Rə- 
ligion for panthers, probably.” 


Jonzs: ''I ates piece of mince vie for 
breakfast last Sunday morning.” Brown: 
“Well, what of it?” “I had terrible 
dreams at church.”—Zown Topics. 


“I pon’? see much difference between 
your sacred concert programs and your 
secular concert programs." ‘‘The sacred 
concerts are given on Sunday.”— Life. 


Moruer: ‘‘I don’t know what in the 
world to do with my son. He is a born 
rover.” Neighbor: ' Why not make a 
Methodist minister of him?”—New York 
Weekly. 


SuxNpa-SOHooL TzAOHER: ' You knew 
your lesson verfectly this time, Tommy.” 
Tommy: ‘‘Yes’m. Pa snid he'd let me go 
fishing this afternoon if I didn't miss any 
of it." — Life. 


Waern some people discover that they 
can’t sing well enough to be paid for it, 
they offer their services to the church 
choir, and say they will giv their voice as 
their contribution to the church. 


Mrs. Warrs: ‘Why were you not at 
the church Thursday night?" Mrs. Potts: 
“I was out of the city. What was going 
on?" Mrs. Watts: ‘‘We celebrated the 
silver anniversary of the boy evangelist's 
work in the missionary field. Oh, we had 
a lovely time."—7ndianapolis Journal. 


A PonruaUESE artificer who was sus- 
peoted of Freethinking was at the point of 
death. AJesuit who came to confess him, 
holding a crucifix before his eyes, said: 
** Behold the god whom you hav so much 
offended; do you recollect him now?" 
“ Alas! yes, father," replied the dying 
man; ''it was I who made him."— Argo. 
* naut. 


; Grant ALLEN relates that he was sitting 
one day under the shade of the Sphinx, 
turning for some petty point of detail to 
his Baedeker’s guide-book. A sheik looked 
at him sadly and shook his head. ''Mur- 
ray good," he said in a solemn voice of 


warning; ‘‘ Basdeker no good. What for 

ou use Baedeker?” ‘‘No, no; Baedeker 
is best," answered Mr. Allen. ‘‘ Why do 
you object to Baedeker?” The sheik 


crossed his hands and looked down on him 
with the pitying eyes of Islam. ‘‘ Baedeker 
bad book," he repeated; ‘' Murray very 
good. Murray say, ‘Giv the sheik half a 
crown’; Baedeker say, ‘Giv the sheik a 
shilling.” ’—#rank Harrison's Family 
Magazine. 
ON WHE TLS. 


One parson says a multitude— 
E’en leaving out the ladies— 
Upon their bicycles, to-day, 
Are steering straight for hades. 


Another vows he’s visions had 
Much more to mortal liking, 

Wherein he saw on heaven’s gold streets, 
The blessed angels biking. 


Their wheels, we're told, were gilded, too, 
To match the heavenly highways; 

And pretty saints in bloomers sped 
Along the gleaming by ways. 


Thus, parsons tho’ they’re prejudiced, 
Betwixt ‘em make us feel now 
Whichever way a body's bound: 
He ‘‘gets there" on a wheel now. 


Male oyolers still may take short outs 
To sheol thro’ Chicago, | 
Tho’ biking saints in bloomers there 
Are under an embargo! 
—M. N. B. 


Somm little time ago the minister from 
Scarboro, Me., exchanged pulpits with the 
minister from Sacarappa, in the same state. 
When the Sacarappa minister arrived at 
Scarboro he was met by a deacon, who 
said to him: ‘* Mr. Jones, I do hope to- 
day that in your prayer you will make an 
especial effort for rain. Our crops are be- 
ing destroyed, and Ioan see nothing but 
desolation here." So when the minister 
was about making his petition, he said 
“O Lord! I pray the that thou wouldst 
send copious rains upon the soil of Scar- 
boro, that it may bring forth a bountiful 
harvest, and that the people will be made 
glad, and, O Lord! they will bless you 
for it. I desire, O Lord, to state that 


Imaks» this petition in the name of the 
good people of Searboro, for O Lord, I 
knowthat thou, in thy diviae wisdom, wilt 
say it is not rain that the soil of Scarboro 
needs. It is more top dressing."— Boston 
Budget. i 
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PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 
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Revised and greatly Enlarged. A Hand- 
some Qaarto, containing over 
400 pages. 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
bys admiring friends as a rare personal souvenir. 

o help itserve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, 
with autograph fac simile, has been prepared 
especially for it. Inthe more elegant styles of 
binding itis eminently suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season or occasion. 


CONTENTS: 
Oration delivered on The Christian Night, 
Decoration Day, 1882, My Choice, 
before the G. A. R. Why? 
at the Academy of Imagination, 


Musi^, N. Y. cience, 

A Tribute to Ebon O. Tf Death Ends All, 

Ingersoll. Here and There, 

A Vision of War, How Long? 
At a Child's Gave, Liberty, 
Benefits for Injuries, Jehovah and Brahma, 

e Build, The Free Soul, 
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Lazarus, , The Miraculous Book, 
What is Worship ? Orthodox Dotage, 
Humboldt, The Abolitionists , 
God Silent, Providence, . 
Alcohcl, The Man Ohrist, 


The Divine Salutation, 
At the Grave of Bonja- 
' min W. Parker, 


Auguste Comte, 
The Infidel, 
Napoleon 


The Republic. Fashion and Beauty, 
Dawn of the New Day, Ap strophe to Science, 
Reformers, Elizur Wright, 


The Imagination, 
No Respecter of Persons 
Abraham Lincoln, 


The Garden of Eden, 
Thomas Paine, 
The Age of Faith, 


Origin of Religion, | "The Meaning of Law, 
The Unpardonable Sin, What is Blasphemy? 
The Olive Branch, Some Reasons, 
Free Will, Seleccions, 
The King of Death, OVE, 
The Wise Man, The Birthvlaceof Burns 
Bruno. i Mrs. Ida Whiting 
The Real Bible, Knowles, 
anedict Spinoza, Art and Moralit7, 
Tha First Doubt, Tribute to Roscoe Conk- 
The Infinite Horror, liug : 
Nature, 4 Morni Tribate to Richard H. 
ght a” orning lting, , 
The Conflict, ' ‘Mrs. Mary H. Fiske, 


Death of the Aged, Horace Beaver. 

The Charity of Extrava- The Music of Wagner, 
"gance, Leaves of Grass, 

Woman, Viviseotion, ^ 

The Sacred Myths, The Republi 3 of Medioc- 

Iuspiration, rity, ^ 

Religious Liberty of the A Tribute t? Walt Whit- 


Bible, man. 
The Liugh of a Child, 


Incloth. beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; half 
morocco, gilt edges, 85; half calf. mottled 
edges, library style, $4.50; full Turkey 
orocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, 

$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
possible finish, $9. 


Sent to any address, by expre3s, prepaid, or mail 
post free, on receipt of price. 
A Cheaper Edition from same 
plates, good paper. wide 
margins, cloth, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 


Price, 10 Cents. For sale at this Office. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS! 


I, The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Oould Not Be 


Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egre iously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, E 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Oniy Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomv and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Address 
28 Lafayette Place, NY. 
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a 


PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND BE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OP 
OHUROH AND 


STATE. 
18 5 Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS cr TATIONS th 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT 0t 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS?N HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. . 
2 ^ The Church Robbing the People 
8 ks Thanksgiving. 

6 Sabbath Laws. 

14 x Children and the Church. 

10 ss Woman and the Church. 

6 2 The Church and Thomas Paine. 
4 EN Studies in Natural History. 

8 be The Bible and Science, 

1 4 The Clergy and Their Flocks. 

1 s Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 “ The Atonement Scheme. 

4 ie The Lord and His Works. 

2 " Prayer. 

10 €" The Creeds. 

1 = Christians and Mohammedans. 


& represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
Missionaries. 
The Lord’s Instruments. 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
he Church and Slavery. 

riests and Politics. 
freland and the Chürch. . 
Church's 1dea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions o: Church. 
Bome Allegories. 
Heaven. 
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A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
fore appeared ia this country, and itis very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be 


lished. We must give the Trut 


7 ub. 
L. | Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price it world have been a cheap book. Ar 


tist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 


signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that neariy every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume. {Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the piot- 


ures do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of rea 


g 


matter that serve first as explanations of the MIRO and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church's professions and the h 


ocrisy of t 


ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put -n the 


bands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
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OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning npon which is based the belief in a 
** Creation" or “ First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


* This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording thet even 
the unlearned can understand, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember 8eeing."—TuHE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bonnd neatly and strongly 1n cloth. 


PBiOE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Musio Written to All the Songs.— 


; OCoMPILED sy L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


a is notin magic potions, “specifies” 
A or electric Clap trap, af 
] WisDOM—THE 


3 à £ equalied by none. 
Insrired by wish £o aid humanity, it 


jd h 

| e, parentage, 
mA adaptation, marital failures, e os 
lif are of inestimabie vaiue to ail now 


c 
origin of life—development of man. 


s = Only $1.50 by Mails Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
39 Lafayette Piace New York, 


| POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
| Cloth, 75 cents. 


and see, Lady or 
Gent, Samples fioe. 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


gusranteed. Write today, Address P. O. Rox 5308, Boston, Mase. 
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silver or st: s, Established in 1882. Ad- 
"ICA STANDARD SILVERWARE 
CO., Boston, Mass. 


020-20 0200000000280 
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booklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
f giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
\ plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
important medical à! 

ward Application—a positive cure—the o: 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of sae 
cos, Address, ë DR., R. P, FELLOWS,’  . 
Sieg whore you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N. Ja 


NOW READ THIS! 


Dr. Fellows is a stanth LIBERAL and a very 


| iscovery—an Out- 
| onn physician. He nas treated DISEASES 


nly rem- 


FN fortwentv vears, and his remedies are 
an outgrowth of this tong practice, which should 
give confidence to those afflicted, 


THE TRUTH 


T 
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PETER LACKETH FAITH. 
But whe n heaw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. —Mat. xiv, 29, 30. 


PUBLICATIONS. 
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“HEAVEN AND HELL, 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lora Jesus Christ.) 


Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 

Cloth. (oo-avo), 875 pages, special to readers of 
thie j menal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. 
Loo for deseriptiv catalogus of Swedenborg's 

rks. : AES 
, Americanu Swendenborg Printing and Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


(Hard Knocks 


at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. 


. This book ıs just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gus.stianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
uot areal benefit to man. | 
Price. 20 cents, six for & 
Address TAR TROT 


1. 
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Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. — . 


This little book goes down to the very bed-rook 
of human liberty, 


Price, 
Address 


- 25 cents, 
THE TRUTH 


REERER. . 


ESSAY ON MONEY 
and its ; 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 


Price, 5 cents. THE 'IRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 


Tue New York Weekly Sun has sus- 
pended publication. : 


Mer. SaATonrn: has received notification 
of his elevation to the cardinalate. 


Tae Pennsylvania Railway has just or- 
dered the building of 6,000 freight cars. 


TARIFF receipts for October were $9,- 
299,000, as against $7,597,000 for October, 
1898. - Zn 


Winter wheat is threatened by the 
severe drouth which extends over nearly 
_ the whole country. 


Tux earthquake in the Middle West has 
increased the flow of the natural gas wells 
of Indiana 60 per cent. 


A Boms was exploded in the Monastery 
of Corjuela, Biscay province, Spain, and 
several monks died of fright. 


Mayor Strona of New York has declared 
himself in favor of having saloons open on 
Sunday from 2 to 5 and from 7 to 9 ». w. 


Mouammepan rebels are defeating Ohi- 
hese troops in the province of Kansu, and 
hav captured the capital, Lan-Tcheou- Fu. 


Tar Ribot ministry in France resigned 
on Oct. 28th. The railway scandal and 
the Socialists are responsible for its down- 
fall, 


Aw accident on the Baltimore & Ohio at 
Elm Grove, W. Va., resulted in the killing 
of two persons and the injury of forty 
others, 


M. Bourarors has formed a new French 
ministry, vice the Ribot Osbinet, which 
resigned last week. The new ministry is 
composed of Radicals, 


Levr. R. E. Peary bas given up the 
thought of reaching the North Pole, and 
will settle down to routine work as civil en- 
gineer in the Brooklyn Navy-Yard. 


AMBASSADOR Mrura and other Japanese 
officials supposed to be implicated in the 
assassination of the queen of Corea hav 
been put on tria] by the Japanese govern- 
ment. 


AT 8 fire in a six-story sweat shop on 
Pelham street, New York, the night of 
November 2d, four watchmen lost their 
lives snd several other persons were 
‘injured, 

Tue king of Ashantee has rejected the 
British ultimatum, saying that he prefers 
war and is prepared for it. England will 
at once dispatch troops to bring the king 
to terms. 


CowwANDER HEYERMAN, of the United 
States Navy, died on board the North 
German Lloyds steamer Havel while on 
his way to Dresden. He was born in 
Prussia, Feb. 17, 1844. 


BURRELL Bonn, an ex-slave, has just put 
on the market at Memphis 300 pounds of 
tea raised by himself in Arkansas. Mr. 
Bond expects to engage extensivly in the 
culture of the tea plant, 


Ir is reported that the first act of the 
new French ministry will be to secure the 
repeal of the anti-Anarchist law, enacted 
in the panic following the assassina- 
tion of President Carnot. 


Founowine the earthquake in the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, which was felt in fourteen 
states on Oct. 31st, came one in Rome on 
Nov. 1st. Like the first, the last was quite 
severe and created a panic among the 
people. 


GENERAL Campos, commanding the 
Spanish forces in Cuba, says that it will 
take 150,000 men to suppress the insurrec- 
tion if the government of Spain insists 
upon methods of coercion instead of con- 
ciliation. 

On Jane 30, 1895, there were 969,544 
United States pensioners—more than the 


combined army pension list of all the. 


The net in- 
crease during the fiscal year was 860. The 
estimate for next year foots up $141,450, 000. 


THEODORE Durrant has been found 
guilty of murder in the first degree for the 
killing of Blanche Lamont in the Emanuel 
Baptist churchin San Francisco. Heisalso 
accused of the murder of Minnie Williams, 
Whore. body, was likewise found in the 
churc 


fighting European powers. 


Tas Lincoln monument at Springfield, 
Iil., is a ruin, and Governor Altgeld and 
the other trustees favor its being torn 
down and a substantial one erected in its 
stead. Apparently of solid granit, it is in 
reality a rickety structure of brick, ve- 
neered with granit slabs. It cost over 
$200, 000. 


Herman W. Mupaert, alias H. H. 
Holmes, was found guilty of murder in the 
first degree for the killing of Benj. F'. Pite- 
zel. The jury (Philadelphia) took but one 
ballot. He stands charged with many 
other murders. The verdict wasa general 
surprise, as it was thought that the evi- 
dence produced in this case was insufficient 
to warrant such a result, 


Ar the trial in Berlin of the editors of- 
the Vorwaerts and Volksblatt for having 
attacked the emperor, the presiding judge 
explained the charge of lése majesté on 
the ground that in view of the inviolabil- 
ity of the emperor nobody has a right to 
say anything against him. This is the 
identical position taken by the theocrats 
here in regard to ** God." 


Henry GEORGE was announced to speak 
on the Single Tax at Wilmington, Del, 
last Sunday. The city attorney held that 
the address would be a profanation of the 
Sabbath and in violation of Delaware law. 
It was finally arranged that the police 
should attend the meeting and use their 
judgment as to whether or not Mr. George 
in his address departed from the ethics of 
his subject and descended to politics. 
These infallibilities decided that the ad- 
dress was all right. 


SENATOR TLMAN has won his fight in 
the South Carolina Constitutional Conven- 
tion—the clause of the new constitution 
disfranchising illiterate Negroes while 
leaving a loophole for the admission of 
illiterate whites was adopted by a vote of 
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69 to 37. It was declared during the de- 
bate that it was all nonsense to talk about 
this provision giving the whites a majority 
—the Negroes were learning, and hence to 
think of depending on a ‘‘ fair vote” was 
suicidal for the whites. ; 


Ix the South Carolina Constitutional 
Convention woman suffrage was voted 
down, 121 to 26. Senator Tillman favored 
it, with a property qualification, as the 
best means of maintaining white suprem- 
acy, and Ex-Senator Sligh asked: ‘‘ Which 
would you sooner hav, white supremacy 
maintained by the votes of white women or 
white supremacy maintained by the mus- 
ket? There is no other alternativ." Mr. 
Miller, a Negro delegate, appealed for 
universal suffrage for men and women. 
PENES TENE: a A ee eee 


A Good Child 
is usually healthy, and both conditions are de- 
veloped by the use of properfood. The Gail Bor- 
den Eagle Brand Condensed Milk is the best in- 
jant’s food ; so easily prepared that improper 
feeding is inexcusable and unnecessary. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT U. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey frwum 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price. paper, 25 cents; oth, 75 esam 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to repair 
elo:ely regulate and return watches 2d or sd 
day. No better work in the world Agents 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are butchered instead of restored Many 
are now making money but mauy wore can make 
money easy by Bending me the work of their 
friends and neighbors. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, ete. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of | 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spoon, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 
Established 1857. ROCHELLE, ILL. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH Srzxzr. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NE W SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the Frenrarnxcer’s PiororaL Tzxr-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prorogian Text. BooK. : 

The pictures in the FREETHINKEB’S PIOTOBIAL 
Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Ohurch's 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson Heston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Ohurch, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 


History, 4; The Bible aud Scienca, 2; The Olergy 


and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 


1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 


and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, ; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. JZneuce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—r1vz por- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong eftort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies han been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
vou ean get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
& copy of this most wonderful volume. —Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. ` 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause ot 
right and trath. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 


of all: cpense to you. Or, if you are not nowa 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book und the 
paper for one year. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru SrzExB one year ($3) and S. P. 


Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” ($5). 


Large Octavo, 1150 


pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itisaradical Historie Record of the greatest developments of the human 


race. It reveals Freetho 
and political movement. 


ht as an intellectual, moral, literary, 
t shows what Freethought is in itself, ho 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 


Bocial, industrial, 
how manifold are 
** Four 


Hounpgep YEARS or FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 


most shining advance. 


Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 


progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains 


e great- 


est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of Woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 
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SPECIAL Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular ra 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ^ 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


OOOO 


For $5 we willsend Tam Ta&urH Saexer one year ($3) and “ Paine’s 


great Works Complete ”($3). 


This edition of Paine's works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we wil send Tum Truru SgzEzR one year ($3) and “The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bonnett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz TaurH SgEgkER one year ($3) and James: B. 


Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). 
It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 


wants this book. 
hundred illustrations. 


This is a splendid offer, for every one 


can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tas Truru Sumxzr one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru SxzxkznB one year ($8) and “ The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Truta Suzkz& one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Oomically Iilnstrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura Szrkz& one year ($8) and “ Old Tes- 
ament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 
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Scientific Books Cheap, 


Out of various importations ¢nd pur- 
Ohases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 

The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities 


with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
S.S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
yix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By S. 
Lajug. 75 cents, 

Formation ot Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
_ habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents 

Bcience and Qi 


ime, and Science and Poetry, with 

other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.À.8.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in £ngland, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. 
Bully. 75 cents. g 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Bir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.8., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 

` numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Thing;. By 
iliams, F,C.8. Two books 1n one volume 
75 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorar J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
teresting of English writers upon evolution, 
esides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 

48. conclusion regar ang the great subject of 

) Sign, to which the church so often refers: 

. Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . Adaptation and 

eauty are alike receiving their explanation at 

the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the prerent generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
.place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 

m, and this to the extent of rendering the 

mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 

ords gp its traditional enemy—W here is now 
od! 

Divatrated. Price. cloth, $2. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms of religious wor- 
Ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in paper, 50 cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


By James 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Editton. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 
ers. : 

Part Hi Bonar ches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 

Part II.—Derivation of Ohristianity ; twenty 


Ohapters, 
Part W ence Came the Aryans? Five chape 
erg. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. . 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. ?8 Lafayette Place. New York Citv. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


Preface by R. 8. INGERSOLL. 


.For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls anda younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, inthe main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEE KER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Oontribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1.  . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 

Physical Edneation ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, st 

Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Orgamsm. Cloth, 81. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study. of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. 


Cloth 8, 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


98 Lafavette plaosg. New York.- 


Works of W. H. Burr 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Bunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 20c 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutstion of M. D. Conway's 


objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius aud Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


All are architects of fate ; 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments ot rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces 
By L. G REED. 
Price, - - - - - 15 cents. 


Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfdye Sredenker-Brcher. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
deutfdjer Sprache, welde fehr berühmt find : 
s, Die Jrrthiimer Mofes,” 
Cine riti (doe Beleuchtung bes Pentateuch tm 
fidit der modernen Weltan- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
pon Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gotterdimmerung, ^ 
pon Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


s Wunder und Wunderthiter, 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glaube nnd Verunnft, 
oder LE BON SENS, 
des rémifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
2fus dem Franzofifhen itberfebt von 
Sraulein Unna Knoop. 

801 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Süder find in Papier-Umidhlag und 
flarem Drud. Unfere deutfchen Lefer 
follten fte weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “Tho Truth Seeker," 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and: 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from. 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4;. 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatnra] Religion, An inquiry into: 
tho reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the: 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 

. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London. 
University. 1.15 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4;. 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter: 
io Camille Jordan, The. Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine,. 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
oe $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges.. 


Ihe Gods and Religions of Ancient and: 
Modern Times, Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, incinding Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. irgin Mary,and the: 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. [I describes fully: 

all religious systems of the world, including: 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; : 
the latter occupying 872 Dt being fully gone: 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit: 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth. $3 per vol-. 
ume, or 85for the two volumes; in leather, $7; ; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called "The Truth: 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from: 
she price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL, 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R, AYRES. 
“ A good book written with a purpose." 
Price 25 centa. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


HAVE YOU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs o- 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, and » herp oets: 
and sing them in your homes, maki g aem bap-- 
py and bright ?—SEND FoR A copy -G'əen olat 
zilt title. 40 centa: half bound, 26 3 . a. 


The Bible and Evolution., 


Bv Arthur B. Moss. 


.Of this valuable book the London ‘“ Free-- 
thinker” says: "Itis by far the best production: 
of Mr. Moss's pen, and we heartily recommend' 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The. 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The. 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history. ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
TRE THUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN, Price 25 cents:. 
Address — THE CRUTHBEEKEB, 
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Address. communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD,. 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send usthe name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot a regular subscriber. 


A Curious Confession. 


t‘The postmaster-general of Canada has prohibited trans- 
mission by mail, in Canada, of a Freethinker’s paper issued 
in this city, on the ground that it is a scurrilous and blas- 
phemous publication. Authority to do this is conferred 
on the postmaster-general by the Canadian post-office act. 
The editor and manager of the prohibited journal has sent 
to the newspapers of the country a circuiar in which he 
begs them to come to his aid. ‘We appeal,’ he cries, 
‘to the editors of the couutry, to public opinion, as the 
only tribunal which can rebuke such acts. Where is the 
freedom of the press on this continent ? Where has our 
boasted religious liberty gone, when & Freethinker is de- 
nied the right to put his thoughts into the mails of a 
country supposedly at peace with ours?’ It is not neces- 
sary to examin this man’s paper very closely to ascertain 
that the postmaster-general of Oanada was fully justified 
in preventing its transmissionin Oanada. Everything a 
Obristian holds sacred is reviled in its columns."—New 
York Catholic News. 

The gist of all this is that an official is justified 
in suppressing publications that Christians do not 
like, It is a curious confession, after all. Tue 
Trora Seexzr is said to revile * everything a Ohris- 
tian holds sacred.” Suppose we analyze this state- 
ment a moment; itis probable that we shall be 
surprised to see so many things that the ordinary 
mortal respects but which the Ohristian does not. 
For instance, this paper has never “reviled” 
the truth; it has always searched for it; it has 
never proclaimed the demoralizing doctrin that it 
is better to keep on the “safe side” by pretending 
to believe when the mind could not really render 
assent. This paper has not “reviled” science ; it 
has said that men should search everywhere for 
knowledge and apply it for their own and their fel- 
lows’ benefit. This paper has not reviled justice; 
it has always demanded that all the inhabitants of 
the country hav equal opportunities under the laws, 
and speedy and fair trials when accused, of crime. 
This paper has not reviled mercy ; it has ever taught 
that we are all the children of heredity and environ- 
ment, and that therefore punishments should not 
be vindietiv and cruel, but correctiv and protectiv 
only, and no greater than will secure the ends 
sought, especially protection. This paper has not 

reviled liberty; it has strenuously insisted that per- 
` gecution for opinion’s sake is unwise, unjust, and 
atrocious. This paper has not reviled the principle 
that human life is sacred; it has insisted that life is 
to be taken only under the severest stress of self- 
defense. These are a few of the differences between 


Tux Traore Srexer and the Christian, if the Catho- 
lic News is to be believed when it says that we re- 
vile “ everything that the Ohristian holds sacred.” 
As Tue Truru Szexer does not revile truth, nor sci- 
ence, nor justice, nor liberty, nor mercy, nor human 
life, it is clear that the Christian does not hold any 
of these sacred, if it be true, as asserted, that we re- 
vile everything that be does hold sacred. If the 
Catholic News is satisfied with the logical conclu- 
sion from its own premis we assuredly hav no com- 
plaint to make. 


The Election and the Sunday Law. 


At the election on the 5th inst., New York city 
reversed the overwhelming rebuke which it last 
year administered to Tammany Hall and elected all 
of that organization’s judicial and county candidates 
by large majorities. On the other hand, the up- 
state districts overcame the Democratic majority 
below the Bronx and gave the Republican state 
ticket a majority of about 90,000, while securing 
both branches of the legislature by a large prepon- 
derance. 

What are the lessons of these results, and what is 
the prospect for a free Sunday in the city and 
state ? 

“It is certain that the people of the city who last 
year 'voted for reform and this year for Tammany 
were under no delusions when they this year cast 
their ballots for the old corrupt organization. They 
did not expect to secure through Tammany a repeal 
of the Sunday law, nor did they believe that the tiger 
had changed its stripes. Their one purpose was to 
show the powers that be that they are opposed toa 
Puritan Sunday. The World—which is antago- 
nistic to Sabbatarian legislation but worked for the 


fusion ticket and against Tammany—says that these. 


voters were foolish, that they should hav supportéd 
fusion if they wanted to secure a modification of 
the odious Sunday statutes. There is no evidence 
whatever in support of this proposition. Not one 
faction of the fusionists dared to demand any- 
thing that an honest friend of Sunday freedom 
could accept; nothing that was bottomed on a 
fundamental principle of equal freedom. The 
same was trie of Tammany and the other or- 
ganizations. But, on the other hand, the chief 
element of the fusionists—the Republicans—were 
pledged to the “maintenance” of the Sabbath in 
* the interest of labor and morality.” It was cer- 
tain that, whatever the result in this city, that party, 
if successful in the other parts of the state, would 
prevent any change in the blue laws. Had the in- 
dependent people who last year voted against 
Tammany not been so distrustful of that organiza- 
tion its majority this year would hav been doubled. 
But tens of thousands of anti-Sabbatarian voters 
preferred remaining away from the polls, or taking 
the slim chance of the fusionists doing something 
for Sunday liberty, to again giving direct help to 
Tammany Hall. 

The election fight is over. In the state the Sun- 
day worshipers are in the saddle. In this city 
Tammany has some offices, and it is seen that the 
inhabitants of this town would hav brought it back 
to full power, if they could, rather than endure the 
rule of the Puritans. That is, as badly as Tam- 
many is hated for its many offenses, the people of 
New York city prefer being ruled and robbed by it 
to submitting to the tyranny of the Puritans. That 
is one lesson of the election. The other is that the 
pagans are for Sunday laws and the inhabitants of 
the metropolis are opposed to them, at least in the 
form they hav at present. While here the voters 
will take Oroker in preference to Roosevelt, the 
country districts pile up an enormous majority in 


favor of the proposition that it is expedient and 
just to enforce in the city a law that is so distaste- 
ful to the large majority of its citizens that they 
are Willing to again enthrone Tammany as a. pro- 
test against that law and its enforcement. 


Mr. Roosevelt announces that he shall enforce 


the Sunday law more rigorously than ever, if pos- 


sible, and this in the face of the demonstrated fact 


that the people of the city do not want the statute. 
Mr. Warner Miller, who secured the insertion of 
the Sunday law maintenance plank in the Republi- 
can platform, declares that the result of the election 
in the state shows that the majority of the voters 
favor the legal maintenance of the “American Sun- 


day,” and it is probable that he is right. Last year 
his party made Sunday shaving and hair-cutting— 
perfectly innocent acts in themselvs—crimes on Sun- 
day, and not an opposing party in the state dared 
take issue with it. Therefore we may reasonably 
anticipate that the incoming legislature will in- 
crease rather than relax the stringency of the Sun- 
day statutes. 

In view of all these facts, it becomes Freethink- 
ers and all other friends of the free Sunday to 
seriously face the probability thaf 1896 will repeat 
1894 and 1895 and that at its close we shall find 
ourselvs possessing still less freedom of action on 
the first day of the week, and that this will be true 
not only in New. York but in many other states as 
well The tide of retrogression is still flowing 
heavily, and it will take years of the hardest kind 
of hard work before we can hav the satisfaction of 
seeing it on the ebb. The work of education that 
lies at our hands is altogether too great for our 


‘slender resources, but we cherish the hope that the 


masses of Liberal people will soon get their eyes 
open to the fact that there is really a serious strug- 
gle before them, and that that conflict is one to the 
death between the hordes of reaction and the forces 
of progression. 


Some Queer Propositions. 

A friend of Taz Trours Szexer, Mr. Harry Shaw; 
of Portland, Maine, had a discussion on religion 
with his employer, and the latter gentleman sub- 
mitted in writing, under the head of “ Science and 
Reason,” eight propositions which he wished Mr. 
Shaw to send to Colonel Ingersoll or Tue Trotu 
Szrxer for consideration and answer. Our sub- 
scriber. forwarded them to us and we now take them 
up in their regular order: 

**T.—As far back as science and the human mind can 
trace, we find matter in s gaseous state, without life, mo- 
tion, form, or light, and such all scienca acknowledges to 
be the beginning of the universe.” 

There are several errors in this statement. In 
the first place, there is not perfect unanimity among 
scientific men with respect to the nebular hy- 
pothesis; the aggregation theory of the formation 
of suns and planets has some adherents whose 
reasoning on the subject deserves respectful con- 
sideration. In the second place, it is not conceded 
that there was ever a time in the history of the 
cosmos when motion was absent. To the scientific 
mind, the proposition is unthinkable. In the third 
place, science postulates atoms as the primary com- 
ponents of all kinds of matter, and it is impossible 
to conceive of a division of substance, however 
minute, that has no form. In the fourth place, 
science has nothing to affirm in regard to “the be. 
ginning of the universe" No human mind can 
conceive of the “beginning” of the cosmos, as a 
whole. The scientific mind recognizes that all 
forms of matter, from molecules to suns, are sub- 
ject to the law of growth and its complement, 
decay, or, rather, that all forms of matter grow and 


re 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


{NovemBer 16, 1895 


MM Pen ennngennssanenmnma e mene e EE ttti ————— À——— d 


decay, and the observed sequence of this growth 
and decay we name law. But of the absolute “ be- 
ginning" of the elements of which the universe is 
composed scientific men know nothing and affirm 
nothing. 

** TI. —The advent of life cannot be traced to this con- 
dition, and in no subsequent time can it be found that this 
dead matter ever generated living things.” 

While it might be admitted that the initial trans- 
formation of non-living into living matter has not 
been observed, it is a phenomenon of universal ob- 
servation that living matter is nourished by so- 
called non-living matter, and that life has never 
been found dissociated from matter. Matter is 
here and life is here, and it is the first that manifests 
the latter. It is not a violent assumption to say 
that life is the natural manifestation of matter 
under certain conditions and forms. The alternativ 
is the assumption of the injection of life into the 
matter of the universe, at some period, from outside 
the universe. But is there any outside to the uni- 
verse? Oan we conceive of a limit to the universe? 
If we can, what is beyond that limit? Is it life? 
If it is, how could we cognize it independently of 
the matter with which we hav always found it asso- 

ciated in the universe ? 

‘*TIT,—As far as the best knowledge goes, life in the 

universe must hav had a cause other than dead matter." 

But it will not help us out of the dilemma to as- 
sume said cause. If the universe is inadequate to 
produce the phenomenon of life, how are we to ac- 
count for the existence of the extra-cosmical cause 
of life which we hav invented to supply the defi. 
ciency? Zt must, logically, require a still greater 
cause, and so on in an ever-augmenting ratio and 
an infinit series. On the other hand, what warrant 
hav we to assume that any matter is really “dead”? 
It would much puzzle the inquirer to find any mat- 
ter that did not possess and manifest certain qual- 
ities, and he might discover that he had undertaken 
quite a task if he should attempt to show the 
dividing line between such a manifestation of those 
qualities as is exhibited by chemical affinity and that 

displayed by what is called organic growth. 
‘‘TV.—Life alone begets life, therefore there must hav 
been life outside of the universe of dead matter, since 
every effect must hav an adequate cause, and life in the 
universe had a beginning.” - 

This covers substantially the same ground as II. 
and III., and the answer to them applies to this. 
There are the same assumptions that the matter of 
the universe is inherently lifeless, that there are 
limits to infinity, and that to posit a greater mys- 
tery to account for the mystery of life in the uni- 
' verse settles the question at issue between the 
teleologist and the naturist. In addition, the pre- 
viously-stated fallacy is given a new form in the as- 
sertion that “life in the universe had a beginning." 
But did it? Until we know exactly what life is, it 
is very rash to say that there was a time when this 
infinit cosmos was utterly lifeless, when the ulti- 
mate atoms of which it is now composed and their 
aggregations did not in their relations with each 
other produce any manifestations of life whatsoever. 
To us it is more reasonable to hold that there was 
always life in the universe which is now permeated 
with it than to hold that life was at some date 
injected into a previously dead infinity by an “ un- 
caused cause” lying outside of that infinity, the con- 
ception of two infinities or of one infinity and of 
something outside of it being in itself impossible 
to a sane mind. 

: ** V. —All TRANSFORMATIONS are the effects of adequate 
causes, and since there cannot be an effect before a cause, 
therefore the first effect must hay had an uncaused FI. st 
OAUSE.” ! 

All causes, so far as our observation goes, are 
themselvs the effects of previous causes; we hav 
never seen aà first cause or an uncaused cause. It 
was invented by teleologists to help them out of 
their difficulties, which, it is needless to say, it did 
not do. We hav already shown the fallaciousness 
of the idea in our remarks concerning an alleged 
extra-cosmical origination of life. As “all trans- 
formations are the effects of adequate causes,” what 
were the adequate causes that transformed some- 
thing else into the alleged “ first cause "? « Nothing 
from nothing comes,” and the difference between 


the teleologist and the naturist is this: The natur- 
ist accepts the universe as uncreated; he admits 
that he knows nothing of first causes or of last 
effects, and hence that he can examin only second- 
ary causes and effects. The teleologist, on the con- 
trary, refuses to accept the universe as uncreated, 
and insists that he knows the first cause, and that 
this first cause is an uncreated God, whose inten- 
tions he deems himself capable of making known to 
the human race. The naturist deals with the tan- 
gible universe of which he is a part and of which he 
knows alittle. The teleologist assumes to interpret 
the will of an intangible God of whom he knows 
nothing. 

** YT. —The uncaused first cause must be greater than 
all effects.” 

As an ‘‘uncaused cause” is incomprehensible as 
& conception, we need say no more here than to re- 
fer the reader to what has preceded this. But it 
may be worth while to point out that when discuss- 
ing causes we are apt to confuse magnitude and 
adequacy. A man is driving a span of horses at- 
tached to a heavily loaded wagon; just as the top 
of a hill is reached a hornet stings one of the horses 
&nd & runaway is the result. The frightened ani- 
mals dash down the hill and when they reach the 
foot and start across the railway track an express 
train crashes into the wagon and is wrecked. Fifty 
passengers and employees are killed and twice as 
many mangled. In this case was the cause greater 
than the effect? The hornet was an initial force 
and was adequate, but it is an abuse of language 
to call it greater than the effects. 

** VII.—The effects of the first cause furnish us with 
UNMISTAKABLE exhibitions of designs and plans.” 

All the small capitals we hav used in these quo- 
tations were first employed by the Theistic objector. 

If the last quoted affirmation is true, and if our 
critic was right in his previous averments, it is well 
to inquire why the designer created a universe 
wherein there was no sign of life for uncounted ages. 
And what of the goodness or wisdom of a designer 
who so prodigally wastes life in the effort to create 
immortal souls? Whatever design may be discov. 
ered in the operations of natural forces, it certainly 
does not manifest the best use of means to accom- 
plish results. If we are to be permitted to use our 
reasoning faculties in determining whether or not 
there is evidence of design in nature, it follows that 
we must use those faculties according to the laws 
of their own development and manifestation. In 
other words, we will reach such conclusions as the 
facts that come under our observation appear to us 
to warrant. If, then, we can see no design in nat- 
ure, who is responsible for our failure? The “ un- 
caused first cause,” we are told, designed all things, 
including our reasoning faculties. It seems a queer 
evidence of design for the brain of man to deny 
that it was designed. Did the first cause design 
that some of us should be unable to see evidences 
of design and thus be precipitated into hell? 

There is another point of view that should not 
escape the attention of the believers in an intelli- 
gent designer. Designs, plans, are “ unmistakable 
exhibitions” of weakness; they prove that the de- 
signer, the planner, was only a designer, a planner. 
Men hav to design and plan because they are limited 
in power and wisdom. When you claim that your 
God designs, that he plans, you.in effect say that he 


is limited in wisdom and power, which an infinit, all- 


powerful being cannot be. This leads right into 
another and related absurdity, for it is preposterous 
to speak of ivfinity as a being. To be a being is to 
be limited, and infinity cannot be limited. But 
you must hav a limited existence if you are to hav a 
designer, a planner. So if the “ effects of the first 
cause furnish us with unmistakable exhibitions of 
designs and plans,” it proves that that first cause is 

| lacking in wisdom or power or both—is, in short, 
a finite being. 

In the universe we see evidences of growth, of 
adaptation, but it is only in the work of man and 
some of the more highly organized animals and in- 
sects that we perceive what we call design, and so 
we giv to the operations of nature the name we be- 
stow upon our own and related manifestations of 
intellect. But there is a wide difference between 


growth and making. Our bodies grow; we make 
Wagons. 


* VIIL The entire universe did not come about by 
chance, is not run by chance; hence must hav a supreme 
mind back of and through it.” 


As we are unable to conceive of a time when the 
universe, in some form, did not exist, we are ready 
to agree that it no more came “about by chance" 
than it was designed by an “uncaused cause.” 
There is no evidence that it “came about” at all; 
so far as we know, it always was. Modern science 
knows no such accident as “ chance”; neither does 
it admit that the universe is at the mercy of the 
caprice of a man-like law-giver residing somewhere 
outside of it. It contains within itself all the 
powers that it manifests. It s, it does, and that is 
all that we know about it. We are parts of it and 
we cannot transcend our environment. We see 
that causes produce effects and so we formulate the 
“law” that like causes produce like effects. The 
law is subjectiv; the facts to which it refers are 
objectiv—objectiv to others even when subjeotiv 
to a certain thinker. 

If we are so illogical as to posit a supreme mind 
which ordains all that comes to pass in the universe 
we at once find ourselvs in a labyrinth of ethical 
contradictions. We find ourselvs treating our fel- 
lows as criminals for doing, by retail, acts that the 
“supreme mind” is constantly doing by wholesale. 
In other words, we in effect hold that the “ supreme 
mind" teaches us that it is wrong for our fellows to 
do exactly what it designed that they should do 
and what it is itself doing all the time on a scale 
immeasurably greater than it would be possible for 
the entire race combined to compass. 


* The Never-Ending Audacity of Elected 
Persons.” 

The president’s unconstitutional thanksgiving 
proclamation this year is more than usually unc- 
tuously pious. It might easily hav been written by 
Rev. Father Lambert or Rev. Dr. MoAllister. It is 
a disgrace to the president as a man and to the 
office he holds. He is the executiv of the whole 
nation and as such he is neither Ohristian nor Infi- 
del, and hence should be, as an official, absolutely 
silent on the subject of religion. Instead of being 
so, he seemingly takes particular pains to obtrude 
his personal belief in Theism and in divine provi- 
dence upon the dissenting citizens of the country. 
He starts out with the assertion that “the constant 
goodness and forbearance of Almighty God which 
has been vouchsafed to the American people" in 
the last year “call for their sincere acknowledg- 
ment and devout gratitude." Even if that were 
strictly true, it is not a matter for official proclama- 
tion and enjoining, but for personal recognition and 
spontaneous individual rendering. But of what 
portion of the American people iB it true? Is it 
true of the maimed victims of fires and railway and 
steamship accidents, and of the sorrowing relativs of 
the dead? Is it true of those whose homes are in 
the drouth-stricken or the flood-swept districts ? 
Is it true of the sufferers from the actions of mur- 
derers and burglars and swindlers and legislativ 
and municipal looters? It is so easy for us to be 
cheerful and thankful under the afflictions of others! 

‘To the end, therefore, that we may with thankful 
hearts unite in extolling the loving care of our Heavenly 
Father, I, Grover Cleveland, president of the United 
States, do hereby appoint and set apart Thursday, the 
28th day of the present month of November, as a day of 
thanksgiving and prayer, to be kept and observed by all 
our people." 

Imagin a man dying by inches from cancer or 
gangrene “extolling the loving care of our Heavenly 
Father?! Would the meanest of earthly fathers 
knowingly fasten in the flesh of his child the roots 
of cancer or plant therein the germs of gangrene? 
How loving was the care of this ghost for the sail- 
ors who last winter clung for days to the icy masts 
of their vessels stranded and storm-driven on the 
Long Island shore, and slowly stiffened and fell at 
last into the waters raging below! Ah! Grover 
Cleveland, you talk as your masters, the priestly 
medicin men, talk, without wisdom, without truth, 
in cruel and hollow mockery of the groans of the 
agonized and the stony and despairing grief of the 
bereaved. 
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Is this thanksgiving pronunciamento a recom- 
mendation or.a command? It sounds much more 
like the latter than the former. “I - - - dohereby 
appoint and set apart Thursday as a 


day of thanksgiving and prayer, to be kept and 


observed by all our people.” That is an order, 
and nothing less. It does not suggest, it demands, 
it decrees. It is not advisory, but mandatory. It 
- ie certainly altogether too bad for a political official 
to even suggest in a state paper the propriety of 
performing a religious act, but when his tone and 
words are those of a czar commanding his subjects 
to pray to the national deity the usurpation has 
become simply intolerable, and every defender of 
civil and religious liberty owes it to his own self- 
respect and to the cause he loves to openly and 
conspicuously perform his usual labors on the day 
selected for the adoration of the ghosts and to set 
the zeal of effacement on the individuality of the 
citizen. If we tamely submit, without protest by 
example, as well as by utterance, it wiil not be long 
before the thanksgiving proclamations of our em- 
perors and the satraps of the provinces are com- 
mands in fact as President Oleveland’s is this year a 
command in form and manner. 


** On that day let us forego our usual occupations, and 
in our accustomed places of worship join in rendering 
thanks to the giver of every good and perfect gift for the 
bounteous returns that hav rewarded our labors in the 
fields and in the busy marts of trade, for the peace and 
order that hav prevailed throughout the land, and for our 

. protection from pestilence and dire calamity, and for 
the other blessings that hav been showered upon us from 
His openhand. And with our thanksgiving let us hambly 
beseech the Lord to so incline the hearts of our peo- 
ple unto him that he will not leave us nor forsake us as 
a nation, but will continue to use his mercy and protect. 
ing care, guiding us in the path of nations! prosperity 
and happiness, enduing us with rectitude and virtue, and 
keeping alive within us a patriotic love for the free insti- 
tutions which hav been given us as our natural heritage.” 


* On that day let us forego our usual occupa- 
tions.” We take it that we may be pardoned for 
assuming, Mr. President, that you will on that day 
forego your usual occupation of slaughtering and 
mangling for “fun” the birds which “ the giver of 
every good and perfect gift” endowed with life and 
the capacity to suffer, according to your creed. No 
doubt they would be glad if you would keep every 
day of the.year as a Sabbath or a time of thanks- 
giving. Zhen those inoffensiv creatures would 
indeed hav something for which to be thankful. 

“In our accustomed places of worship”?  Per- 
haps President Oleveland is not aware that there 
are many thousands of the people of this country 
who hav no “accustomed places of worship”; who 
are so poor that they cannot possibly dress in a 
way that will open to them the doors of our fash- 
ionable churches. And perhaps he is also not 
aware that there are many others who never enter a 
church from the beginning to the end of the year 
because they hav no belief in the doctrins preached 
there, and no patience with the tyrannous methods 
of those who patronize these untaxed temples of 
superstition. At all events, he tells us that this 
day of thanksgiving and prayer is “to be kept and 
observed by al! the people.” Between those who 
cannot and those who wil} not do as he so imperi- 
ously recommends, there are multitudes who will 
disregard or defy his illegal proclamation. It might 
contribute to the enlightenment’ of the nations if 
some one could induce him to frankly answer this 
question: Where do you, as the civil executiv 
officer of the United States, get your authority to 
officially perform a religious function and officially 
recognize a particular religion as divine and true? 

Our political high priest is discreetly silent re- 
garding those whose “labors in the fields and the 
busy marts of trade" hav not been rewarded with 
*bounteous returns,” although he implies that they 
should be equally thankful with the more fortunate 
ones. We are slightly curious to know how he 
would hav phrased his unconstitutional platitudes 
if the crops had generally been a failure. And yet 
his words are just as much a mockery to the ones 
who lost their season’s labors as they would be if 
the sufferers were double their present number. 
“Our” protection from “dire calamity” will not 
call to life those who were not so protected, as, for 


| resist. 
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instance, the hundreds who went down with the 
prow-pierced Elbe, or those who only the other day 
were torn to pieces or burned into unrecognizable 
cinders in the Detroit Journal building. To these, 
and to many more, “ His" was not the “open hand” 
of benefaction but the clenched fist of malevolent 
destruction. 

If “the Lord” will induce the people to incline 
their hearts to him he will feel so good that he will 
not “leave us nor forsake us as a nation"! That 
style of composition would make a primary school- 
boy very proud. It is the same as saying that if 
Williams can induce Robinson to like Williams, 
Williams will be good to Robinson. It all depends 
upon Williams whether or not Robinson can like 
him, but if Williams does not make Robinson like 
him he, Williams, will incontinently kick Robinson 
out for not liking him. 

It appears to be necessary to inform Mr. Cleve- 
land that no one, not even a god, can endue another 
with wisdom and virtue. We may hav wisdom and 
virtue, but we cannot be *‘obsessed” thereby. We 
cannot put them on and take them off as we would 
an overcoat or a hat, and neither can another do 
that for us. As for the * free institutions which hav 
been given us for our natural heritage,” we ques- 
tion whether that which is given to us can properly 
be said to be a natural heritage. If anything comes 
to us through nature we hav a prescriptiv right to 
it and no extraneous power can giv it to us. But 
our institutions we inherited from our forefathers, 
who won them from priest and king. Therefore 
they are a political, not a natural inheritance. But 
they are rapidly losing their free attributes through 
the scheming of priests and other enemies of 
liberty, not excepting presidents who violate their 
pledge of office by preaching sermons in proclama- 
tions and otherwise trampling the Constitution, 
which guarantees absolute religious freedom, under 
their feet. 


— PB Bo 
“ With Voltairean inconsistency, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
while caricaturing Christianity in its low, ribald fashion, 
talks about ‘the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-five.’”—Catholic Union and Times, 


Father Cronin doesn’t stick to the record. Tas 
TaurH Serer never uses the expression “the year 
of. our Lord" except in quotation marks or in a ga- 
tirical vein when referring to some particularly atro- 
cious example of “ Ohristian morality” or to some 


more than usually marvelous exhibition of super- 


stition. In our business relations it is convenient 
to use the date in which “Christian nations” ex- 
press the passage of time, just as Father Oronin 
would find it convenient if not imperativ to use the 
date in common use in China, Siam, or other non- 
Christian countries, if he lived there. In neither 
ease does or would such deferring to local custom 
imply an admission of the alleged divine origin of 
either of the dominant religions. 


It isn't à great way from now to the sun festival 
known as Ohristmas—an adaptation of pagan rites 
to Christian necessities—and those who intend to 


follow the pretty custom of making presents to 


their friends on that occasion will fiud on another 
page of this issue of Taz Trors Szexer a list of 
books suitable for that purpose. If our friends 
desire we can hold the books till a few days before 
the festival and mail or express them so that they 
will reach the destination at the right time. A 
present that we would recommend is to send to 
your Liberal friend who does not now take it, a 
copy of Tae Trura Szrxrn a year for $3, which 
carries with it a copy of the '«Freethinker's Picto- 
rial Text-Book" in boards. For $3.50 we will send 
cloth bound book, with gilt side stamp—a hand- 
some present indeed, with the added attraction of 
a weekly remembrance from yourself to your friend 
in the shape of Taz TnurmH Szexer. Such a present 
will do you good, your friend good, and us zood— 
a combination of goodness which seems hard to 


Some time since a meteor flashed across the sky 
at Nocona, Texas. According to the veracious 
chroniclers, the stream of fire which it left in its 
wake at first assumed the shape of a capital S, then 
changed to J, and then to C... At that time a revi- 
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val was in progress at Nacona and Rev. Mr. Hum- 
phreys, who saw the phenomenon, interpreted it as 
a sign of the second coming of Ohrist, and we are 
told that the revival was continued in order to giv 
him an opportunity to materialize. 
prising that it is in Texas where Christian mobs 
burn criminals to death at slow fires, a la John Oal- 
vin. Ignorance and superstition are naturally as- 
sociated with extreme cruelty and utterly unscien- 
tific methods of dealing with social offenders. 
recent torturing and burning to death of a mur- 
derer at Tyler were witnessed by 7,000 people, 
including very many women and children. 
revengeful Christians who thus interpreted their 
“ master’s ” command to recompense evil with good 
and to turn the left cheek when smitten upon the 
right, were too ignorant of the force of example and 
the principle of heredity to realize that what they 
were doing was the most forcible of object lessons 
in crime, and that they were planting in the minds 
of young children, born and unborn, a thirst for 
blood and a disregard of human suffering that will 
be sure to produce in the future tenfold more crime 
than the awful death of the murderer will prevent. 
It would seem that even very stupid people could 
see how terribly demoralizing such exhibitions are, 
but in communities so Christian that mobs break 
down stockades and drive away guards that they 


It is not sur- 


The 


The 


may get into a prohibited inclosure to see a legal 


hanging, acquaintance with scientific facts must be 


wholly wanting. In comparison with such dense 
ignorance, stupidity is superlativ intellectuality. 


That the coincident observance of a Sabbath by 
one part of the people and the pursuit of their 
regular labors by another part is not necessarily 
productiv of “disturbance” or preventiv of the 
Opportunity to rest is demonstrated in the city of 
Westerly, situated on the boundary line of Rhode’ 
Island and Oonnecticut. The railway station and 
post-office are on the Rhode Island side of the line, 
and the public library on the Connecticut side. But 
the most distinctiv feature of Westerly is its two- 
Sabbath week. We will let the New York Herald 
describe the situation: 

“ Many of its people are Seventh-Day Baptists. One of 
the largest churches in the town has a congregation 
whose members observe Saturday quite as sacredly as 
their Christian neighbors keep the following day. Their 
stores and factories are closed at six o’clock on Friday 
evening, and business is resumed again on Sunday morn- 
ing. One of Westerly’s daily evening papers is published 
on Sunday, but its presses are religiously silent on Satur- 
day. Tothe stranger the strangely contrasted scenes of 
Saturday and Sunday are surprising. Oburch bells ring, 
the organs peal, and congregations assemble, while on all : 
sides is heard the hum of busy commercial industry. The 
best of feeling, however, prevails among the religious do- 
nominations." 

What a pity it is that all over the country there 
cannot be the same harmony in diversity! There 
could be easily enough were it not for bigotry and 
intolerance, for it is not reasonable to suppose that 
human nature at Westerly is materially different 
from human nature at other places. The secret of 
the anomalous state of affairs in Westerly is divis- 
ion of opinion with its consequent division of power. 
The lesson is that liberty is dependent upon the 
schisms among Ohristians. A speaker at the late 
Congress in New York said that it would be a good 
thing if all Protestant churches in a town would 
combine into one organization. By a parity of 
reasoning, it would be a good thing if the thus re- 
organized Protestants would then combine with the 
Catholics. As a grave matter of fact, nothing 
would be more disastrous to Freethought and 
progress generally. But to return to the Sunday 
question: Paste this item about the two Sabbaths 
at Westerly in your scrapbooks; it will be very 
useful to refer to when Sunday worshipers tell you 
that freedom on Sunday is incompatible with order 
and would make slaves of the wage-workers. 

a CANCEL 


è 


OOLONEL IwaERsonn delivered his new lecture, 
“ Foundations of Faith,” to an immense audience in the 
Star theater, New York last Sunday night. In discuss. 
ing the Sunday question, he alluded to the recent elec- 
tion, in which the Sabbatarians were beaten, and said, 
“ Republican, as I am, I am glad they failed. Iam de- 
lighted over théir defeat." Bad laws, he added, should 
be repealed, not enforced; and if a bad law could not he 
repealed, it should be ignored, 
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The Old Story in Plain English, 
Comments. 


iv. 

If a man put his hand into boiling water to-day 
whether a saint or a devil, we say that he will be 
scalded, God or no God. There is a physiological 
law which men must observe or sufter the conse- 
quences. Ifa saint and a sinner engage in combat, 
the best muscle and greater dexterity will win, and 
God will not interfere, nor does he care a rush 
whether justice triumphs or not. 

This is rank heresy, but if we ever get out of 
the mire of superstition, it will be through natural 
law, truth, and reason. But against these Chris- 
tianity has ever waged a relentless war. Mention 
the rise and growth of any science in modern times 
that Christianity has not opposed; mention any 
great scientist that Christianity has not persecuted 
or killed. As a consequence, as Christianity ob- 
tained sway over the minds of men, science declined 
and ignorance and crime increased. As civilization 
has advanced Christianity has declined, and igno- 
rance and crime hav been abated. 

We can never make rapid advances toward a 
higher civilization until the minds of the people are 
- lifted above the clouds of superstition. And the 

first step in thet direction is to eradicate the idea 
that there is a God who is directing the affairs of 
men. God never protects the feeble. The cunning 
and the powerful always triumph, without regard 
to what is right or just. 

Ifa man be thrown overboard in the middle of 
the Atlantic, he will drown. God will pay no more 
attention to him than he would to a porpoise, for 
the good reason that there is no God. Oh, how 

.this Statement will wring the heart of a Christian. 
- You might as well take away the clay god of a Dyak. 
The Dyak thinks his clay god will help him out of 
innumerable troubles. In this respect the Christian 
and the Dyak are on the same level. Both are mis- 
taken. All the evidence which could be brought to 
prove the existence of a God would not giv a man 
a judgment in a court of justice for a peck of bran. 

The next step is to break down the reverence for 
the old book of fables; to teach the people that 
a god had nothing to doin writing the account of 
creation as recorded in the book of Genesis; that 
the idea of making people out of dirt and human 
ribs is too childish to be entertained by men of ra- 
tional thought; that the snake story and fish story 
—the flood story, and all about Samson and Sam- 
uel, and the three Hebrew children, and the great 
bear story, and the uphill journey of Elijah—are 
mere trash with which God had no more to do than 
he had with writing Hudibras. 

We hav seen that just in proportion as these 
nonsensical stories and the idea of an overruling 
providence controled the minds of men, they were 
jealous, cruel, and intolerant; that there was a 
strange relation between crime and injustice and a 
belief in these foolish stories and a God who took 
cognizance of the affairs of man. It may be 
broadly stated that those who liv the most blame- 
less lives are those who hav outgrown these super- 
gtitions. 

In the times alluded to we hav seen that the peo- 
ple verily believed that God direct!y mansged the 
affairs of men, and that he would not suffer any 
injustice to be done, and that he would protect the 
innocent and punish the guilty. We now see how 
those acting under this hallueination tortured each 
other, and condemned the innocent to the most 
cruel punishments, and acquitted those who were 
guilty of the most inhuman crimes ever entered 
upon the calendar. 

In nearly all of these barbaric proceedings eccle- 
siastics were either exempt or had favors shown 
them, so that they generally escaped trial or con- 
viction. 

O ye misguided men and women, learn from 
these lessons that there is no God who pays any at- 
tention to the ongoings of this world. 

Cannot all see that a belief in such a God as the 
Christians worship is incompatible with the crimes 
and cruelties which hav at all times followed in the 
wake of the Christian religion? The feeble and 
helpless, the old and the innocent, hav been tor- 
tured and imprisoned, and bloody wars hav been 
waged, and miliions hav been slain, and yet God 
has never lifted a finger or entered a protest. 

Facts will bear me out in the assertion that the 
stronger the belief in an overruling providence, the 
more brutal and inhuman men hav proved to be. 
The more God, the more crime. The greater the 
anxiety for a state of bliss hereafter, the greater 
the suffering here. The greater the dread of hell, 
the more hell they had on earth. 

Oh, the Bible! that great curse of man, written 
in a barbaric age by men of the lowest human in- 


stincts; filled with rape and murder, deceit and 


with Notes and | cruelty, incest and obscenity, superstition and filth, 


force, slavery, drunkenness, rapine, and war. 

The Bible writers were guilty of all of these prac- 
tices, and instead of God creating them in his own 
image, these barbarians fashioned a god which was 
but a reflex of their own ignorance, crimes, and de- 
baucheries. And Christians of to-day hav the mis- 
taken idea that these men, filled with hellish hate, 
persecution, superstition, and low desires, are pat- 
terns of virtue worthy of imitation, and that the 
God which these writers clothed with cruelty and 
maledictions is worthy of adoration. : 

As far as I am able to learn, Voltaire was one of 
the most humane men of the times in which he 
lived. And Voltaire assailed the savage ideas and 
inhuman practices as narrated in the Bible with a 
keenness of wit and a marvelousness of sarcasm 
which were never equaled before or since. His 
highest ambition was the elevation of the race. 
And yet the church pursued him with its poisoned 
arrows of persecution as long as he lived, and then 
held the terror of Christian outrage over him when 
dying. 

Compare the Infidels, whose writings hav given 
the church the nightmare, with the Christians whose 
inhuman record I hav alluded to. Will the Infidels 
suffer by the comparison? Cannot the tracks of 
Christianity be traced by human blood? Are there 
avy atrocious crimes of which it has not been guilty? 
Hav not the Infidels been instrumental in ex- 
posing the tricks and insincerity of ecclesiastics, and 
in leading men out of superstitious darkness, and 
in teaching lessons which hav made men more tol- 
erant, and are they not doing it today? And has 
not the church followed them with curses and de- 
nunciations, with lies and persecutions? Withdraw 
the efforts of Infidels and Christianity would drift 
back to the old crimes and persecutions as naturally 
as ducks take to water. 


Science has put many of the old superstitions to’ 


the rout, and, in a measure, broken the teeth and 
pulled out the claws of the church, and the hounds 
of persecution are constantly on its track. 

Instead of promoting good morals and elevating 
the race, Christianity has turned men into monsters, 
and caused them to torture and murder each other, 
and, instead of promoting human happiness, has 
turned the world into a scene of misery which 
would make devils dance with joy. 

Every great discovery of science, and nearly every 
mechanical improvement, has met with opposition 
from the church. Astronomy, chemistry, geology, 
geography, philosophy, and nearly every branch of 


science during the last three hundred years hav 


been gradually rolling back the waves of supersti- 
tion, and the chureh has spent its force in cursing 
and decrying science and scientists. Copernicus, 
Galileo, Bruno, and many others might be cited as 
examples. The steam engin, the propelling of 
boats by steam, the fanning mill, and: many other 
mechanical improvements, made the church gnash 
its teeth and froth at the mouth, because, as Chris- 
tians asserted, they interfered with the arrange- 
ments of God. 

The Christian is not only opposed to all improve- 
ments, but he is unfitted for American citizenship. 
He knows nothing of equality; he is favored with 
spiritual light, while others walk in darkness; he 
is connected with a celestial family, while others 
are children of tbe devil; he believes that he is half- 
brother to God Almighty, and first cousin to Jesus 
Christ, and claims special privileges on account of 
his superior family relations. Somehow, through 
the Bible, he believes that he holds the power of 
attorney from God Almighty to transact most of 
his business on earth. Being favored of God he 


cannot understand why he should not receive favors 


among men. If favors are not tendered to him, he 
will try to take them by force. He cannot stand 
before or among men as an equal; he is unfitted to 
sit on a jury or upon the judge’s bench; he could 
not pass impartial judgment between a Christian 
and an Infidel; he has never learned that an Infi- 
del has any rights which he is bound to respect. 
He tells the Infidel just how he must spend his 
Sundays and what books he must hav in school, 
determins the character of the teacher, and dictates 
the management of the school. He insists that 
men shall read such literature as he may select, and 
ask him what they may send through the mails. 
If you study a Christian you will find this all true, 
but he never considers himself a usurper. 

Christianity transforms a man into a tyrant. 
Tell a Christian what you think about God and he 
calls you a blasphemer and claims the right to roll 
you under his foot. If you differ from a Christian 
in opinion, instead of love and charity, ho manifests 
all the instincts of a tiger. It turns him into a 
ferocious beast, and he will injure you in person or 
business, and only lacks the power to imprison you 
or put you to the torture. 


Are not these the ear-marks of Christianity? 
Does not history establish the truth of ‘every accu- 
sation and statement which I hav made and a great 
deal more? 

What does it mean that good citizens are in 
prison because they exercised their privilege to 
send matter through the mails? Why, they did 
not ask Christians what they might send. How 
does it happen that men guilty of no crime.are be- 
hind prison bars?. Simply because they did not 
ask Christians how they might spend their Sundays. 

Now I want to show the difference between a 
Liberal and a canting Christian bigot. I presume 
the readers of Tue Trurs Srexzr hav noticed the 
articles in that paper under date of September 21st, 
p. 599, headed * The Mask Dropped.” But I am 
afraid that all hav not scanned the articles closely 
enough to understand their true inwardness. 
These articles are quotations from two Christian 
papers, and they show clearly enough that they 
dare not enter the arena in fair competition, paper 
against paper, brain against brain, but they abandon 
the field of open discussion and propose to crush 
out Tur TnurH Srrxer. These Christian vandals 
know nothing of the rights of others. They hav 
no compunction about destroying the business of 
another when it comes in competition with their 
own. They care nothing about depriving the read- 
ers of Tur Trurs Srexer of the pleasure and profit. 
of the weekly visits of the paper, not because of its 
immoral tendency, but on account of its tendency 
to scuttle the “Old Ship Zion," which has been 
freighted with ignorance, proscription, and super- 
stition all through the Christian centuries. One of 
these God-befogged editors says that “the Editor 
of Tue Teruras SEEXEB sees nothing of immorality in 
the blasphemies against God and Christ.” Who is 
to judge of what constitutes blasphemy? Why, the 
Christian editor, of course. It would not be blas- 
phemy to hold up a mud god to ridicule, but to 
ridicule his fetich is a great crime. 

«But what is the view which the recognized au- 
thorities in criminal law take of such matters?” 

We hav no lawful God in this country against 
which a man can blaspheme. I hav no power to 
prevent the editor of the Christian Reformer from 
putting up any kind of God which suits him. 
Neither has he any legal right to force me to do 
reverence to his imaginary sky monarch. Whether 
I pray or whistle jigs to him is no business of the 
law. As for law and authority, I wonder if the edi- 
tor of the Christian Reformer has forgotten that 
women hav been whipped, tongues torn out, eyes 
dug out; that men hav been imprisoned, branded, 
cropped, slit, cut and mutilated in the most hor- 
rible manner, under Christian “law and authority." 
If there is a lawful God in this country, why are the 
Christians fighting for one now? 

The Christian editor defines blasphemy as a * wil- 
ful and malicious attempt to lessen men’s reverence 
for God by denying his existence or his attributes 
as an intelligent creator, governor, and judge of 
men.” 

Who knows about God’s attributes, or that he 
exists at all? In the name of justice, is & man to 
be punished to please a Christian, when nobody on 
earth can prove that he has committed a crime? 
Besides, hav I not shown that the more men were 
governed by this great bugaboo of the skies, and 
the more confidence they had in the Bible as a direct 
revelation from God, the more like unfeeling savages 
they acted? And the sooner this God is blown up, 
banished, or busted, the better it will be for the 

eople. 

4 They [the authorities] all agree that blasphemy 
is a crime against the state, and that it saps the 
foundation of society and public order.” 

In a government where every man is a sovereign, 
one man’s opinion is as good as any other's, and 
blasphemy cannot be construed into a crime against 
the state. But this editor, in his blind zeal, would 
pull down the bulwark of liberty and trample the 
rights of men under his ruthless feet to make the 
church the state. 

This is what he is after, hence his ferocious charge 
on Tur Trurn Srzxrz& and avery other influence 
which has a tendency to checkmate his nefarious 
scheme This sanctimonious brigand would hav 
you understand that he is much interested in the 
welfare of society, but when you get to the juice in 
the lemon you will find that he would pull down 
the temple of liberty, and dance with fiendish glee 
upon the ruins, to make the church the supreme 
power in the land. He is not singular—there are 
thousands striving for the same end, and the sun 
of liberty will cease to shine if their purpose is ac- 
complished. 

This hypocrit says of the Editor of Tur Terura 
SEEKER: “It makes us tremble under the sense of 
this awful responsibility.” 

This language shows an earnest desire on the 
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part of the Christian editor for the future welfare 
of the editor of Taz Trura Szexen, or else he would 
not tremble on account of his awful responsibility. 

Judging from the spirit of his article, the Chris- 
tian editor is guilty of two sins peculiar to most 
Ohristians—lying and hypocrisy. The truth is, if 
he had the power, he would send the Editor of Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER to hell in a minute and stand on the 
hatchway to prevent his escape. This testy tyrant 


groups together the saloon, the gambling den, the: 


lottery, and all other kindred evils, and then says 
that “Tas Trora SrzrKER is more disastrous to the 
welfare of society than any of them.” Drink, even 
to beastly drunkenness; get the last cent that some 
poor fool has got by some gambling device; rob the 
unsuspecting people by any kind of lottery scheme; 
these, in the estimation of a Christian, are mere pec- 
eadillos compared to exposing the crimes of Chris- 
tianity, or showing up the rottenness of the church, 
or exposing the tricks of ecclesiastics. 

Now, my Christian friend, don’t think that I am 
talking to that other fellow; Iam talking to you. 
By the spirit you manifest, you would ruin the 
business of the Editor of Tue Truta Sxexsr, break 
down his reputation, and that of all others of his 
philosophy, and reduce him and them to beggary, 
and then torture and imprison as in times gone by. 
Not because he or they hav injured you, but because 
they hav tried to substitute reason for superstition. 
Take away your religion and you would bear no ill 


will to either him or them. Jonn Prox. 
ee EE ee IGEN 


The Canadian Censorship. 
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE HON. ADOLPH CARON, POST 
MASTER GENERAL OF CANADA. 


A censorship of the press, or any curtailment of 
the freedom of speech, should be odious to every 
man on the American continent, whether under a 
dependency of Great Britain, or the paramount 
government of the United States, based on the ex- 
pressed will of seventy millions of persons. The 
principle and practice of a national postal service, 
sworn in the interests of the whole people, was well 
established in Great Britain long before it was made 
permanent by Constitution and statute in these 
United States, and any infringement of the rights 
secured under that department of the public ser- 
vice, even in a British dependency, on this American 
continent, should be resisted as a revival of a power 
that died with the * Dark Ages.” 

The faithful historian has recorded that that ar- 
bitrary power was formerly exercised in England 
by the well-known “Star Chamber,” and after the 
abolition of that court, in 1641, it was wielded by 
Parliament, which, in 1662, attempted to regulate 
the matter by a statute which ran only a limited 
number of years, and, in 1692, this statute was ex- 
‘tended two years more, but in 1694 the right of the 
crown to render the printing of writings, journals, 
eto., dependent on its permission—that is, the cen- 
sorship—ceased entirely. 

So much for British preeedeut in the matter of 
an established censorship, and I am not aware that 
any recognized official of the British government 
to-day attempts to wear the odious honors of that 
defunct institution. And if not, it then becomes a 
pertinent question, How can a temporary officer of 
a colonial dependency exercise such exploded and 
uuwarranted powers in the suppression of free 
speech and its inseparable complement—free press? 
The answer of an enlightened statesman and true 
patriot would be, that no such power can now exist 
in a free community, much less could any merely 
delegated official of the British home government 
assume any such outrageous authority. 

And as to the floating newspaper denial of the 
right of appeal from this wanton edict to the home 
government, that is non-existent bosh ab initio. 
No wrong believed to be suffered by a subject of 
Great Britain in Canada but may be properly rep- 
resented in England for final determination. There 
can be no such thing as Dominion despotism su- 
perior to the power of Great Britain. Andifa 
statute has been framed by a Canadian parliament 
pretending to grant any such outrageous power to 
the postmaster-general of the Dominion, it must, 
from the necessity of the reason and the law, be null. 
Hence the recent inhibition of the passage of Tus 
Truru Suzxer, a weekly publication devoted to 
* Freethought and Reform,” published in the city 
of New York, United States, through the Canadian 
mails, was not only the commission of a flagrant 
wrong, buta wanton invasion of the rights of the 
subjects of Great Britain in Canada, and a distinct 
and irritating insult and defiance of the just claims 
of the government and citizenship of the United 
States to free intercourse with a neighboring and 
friendly people. 

Did Mr. Caron forget that the United States is 
vigilant in the defense of the plain rights of its 


citizens, even on foreign soil? Ifa condition of 
war had existed, something might be said in. de- 
fense of embargoes on the free transit of mail 
matter, but it happens that Great Britain and the 
United States, in their interrelations, as sovereign 
powers, are at peace! Had the postmaster-general 
of Canada been a true-born Englishman, and 
thereby a patriotic vindicator of British liberality 
and justice, I might quote for his edification the 
noble sentiments of the grand old Milton, on this 
very theme of free speech and free press. 

Two centuries and a half ago that loyal subject 
of the crown of England said: “A fair stage and 
no favor. Let truth and falsehood grapple. Who 
ever knew truth come by the worse, in a free and 
open encounter ? ” 

And the patriotic and enlightened founders of 
the government of the United States simply fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of that nobleman when they 
imbedded in the Constitution the grand doctrin of 
Mental Liberty, by securing to all freedom of 
speech and of the press. And without stopping 
here to discuss the imaginary offenses of eccliasti- 
cal and theocratic lunacy, I will ouly reiterate the 
words of the immortal Thomas Jefferson in his sec- 
ond inaugural in regard to the treatment of all 
questions of public interest. He said: * The public 
judgment will correct false reasonings and opin- 
ions on a full hearing of all parties, and truth need 
no other legal restraint.” 

But Mr. Caron may attempt to reply that these 
Jeffersonian doctrins, although they may be bind- 
ing on the citizens of the United States, can hav 
no extra-territorial operation—that they do not 
reach into the Dominion of Canada; but I hav not 
failed to show that these salutary doctrins of the 
right of free expression on all themes of public 
interest are of British origiu, and are, in Great 
Britain, maintained to-day. Even with church and 
state connections still retained there, freedom of 
the press has so liberalized publie opinion that no 
special ereed can be enforced by law, although pub- 
lic revenues may be perverted in that direction. 

The real trend of political and social progress, 
especially in the British empire, is toward a freer 
enjoyment of speculativ or religious opinions; and 
the popular movement to-day in North Briton is 
the disestablishment of the Scottish kirk—that 
theology (religion) may be separated from the state 
and made to rest on its own merits. It is too late 
in the day of human progress to introduce retro- 
grade courses in the governmental treatment of 
men’s Opinions. Speech and the press must be 
free in civilized communities. The dogma and the 
dagger of the inquisitor can no longer be applied. 

So that, if Roman Catholicism is claimed to be 
the established religion of Canada, it must be a 
mark of wise policy in the propaganda to “ make 
haste slowly.” 

But is it a fixed fact that the people of the 
Canadian Dominion are under the tyrannic foot 
of Rome? And must the Protestant population of 
that once favored colony be compelled to accept 
just such crumbs as fall from the table of a domi- 
neering hierarchy? That may, “in the course of 
human events,” be an issue on which the people of 
Canada may be called to pass, and this ungracious 
ruling of the postmaster-general may, after all, be 
an unintentional factor in bringing about an ad- 
justment of the people’s rights. But the writer of 
this letter disowns all acrimonious feeling toward 
Canada and its inhabitants, many of whom he num- 
bers among his friends; and itis in the spirit of 
true friendship and on principles of the most 
exalted comity that he would suggest the imme- 
diate rescinding of this odious and impracticable 
ruling of the postmaster-general. — l 

That would be a statesmanlike handling of the 
vexed matter. And it is no humiliation, but rather 
an honor, to undo what has been wrongly done; 
and if, as I believe, the postmaster-general has, in 
this case, overstepped a wise discretion in interfer- 
ing with the freedom of the postal service, the rem- 
edy is easy, honorable, and at hand. 

The mail department of all civilized governments 
has its acknowledged proper and rational bound- 
aries, and when the citizen or subject has paid the 


regulated fees for such service, he is then entitled: 


to hav his mail matter conveyed to its destination 
without inquisitorial espionage or undue interrup- 
tion. Iam, with due regard, 
Yours truly. 
Sunapee, N. H., Nov. 4, 1895. 


W. C. Srouroc. 


The Verdict of the Independent Press. 


From the Farmer's Tribune. 


The Truth Seeker, published in New York, criti- 
cises rather caustically the religious beliefs of the 
day and has just been excluded from the mails in 
A doctrin or belief that will not bear the 
open light of investigation, criticism, and compari- 


Canada. 


son might reasonably be suspected of not being 
altogether substantial. 


From the Times, Monterey, N. L., Mexico. 

The Editor of The Truth Seeker complains that 
his paper is proscribed in Canada. He ought to be 
happy; it is the best advertisment he could possi- 
bly receive. Those who wish The Truth Seeker 
will find a way to get it. The postmaster-general 
of Canada happens to be an indiscreet Catholic, 
from whose decision there is no appeal, and he 
naturally does not like The Truth Seeker, or, for 
that matter, any other paper that conflicts with his 
ideas. , 

From the Coosa River News, Centre, Ata. 

The News is in receipt of a copy of The Truth 
Seeker, a journal of the Freethought religious 
character, published in New York city, in which an 
editorial explains that the postmaster-general of 
Canada, Mr. Adolph Caron, has forbidden The 
Truth Seeker to pass through his mails to Canadian 
readers. This is wrong, as the said official offers 
to cite no violation of Canadian law, and if the lib- 
erty of the press is to be abridged in this manner 
& newspaper Which contained an advertisment of 
Ingersoll’s lectures might as well be forbidden the 
use of that country’s mails. We differ as far as the 
poles from the persuasion of the paper in question, 
but religion invites attack [!], and it appears as 
though the Canadian official has been guilty of a. 
narrow and foolish act which he should immedi- 
ately rescind. 


From the Progressive Age (Populist and Prohtbttton). 

The Truth Seeker, a Freethought journal, ably 
conducted, and clean and courageous, has been de- 
nied the Canadian mails. . We do not understand 
why this should be. While not agreeing with all 
The Truth Seeker publishes, and feeling at times a 
disposition to criticise some of its cartoons, we hav 
never seen anything in its columns ‘that would jus- 
tify such action on the part of the postmaster- 
general of Canada. It is a species of bigoted tyr- - 
anny which should meet with reproof among all 
people of the Western world. Hon. Mr. Caron 
should be wiser than to giv such importance to a 
paper he wishes to ruin. He has taken a good 
method to popularize The Truth Seeker. Ontario 
and Manitoba will not tolerate such impudent fanat- 
icism, and Mr Caron will find that Cardinal Tasche- 
reau, whose dictation in matters of this kind he fol- 
lows, will be unable to stem the tide of indignation 
which his generalship has aroused. We hope The 
Truth Seeker will pursue him to the very gates of 
purgatory or force him to grart fair play. 


From the Banner of Light. 

The inherent right of a free press to an unob- 
structed circulation in the mails can scarcely be 
disputed with seriousness by anybody. Above all 
things, the regulation of such a right ought not to 
be allowed to fall into the hands of any one man, 
possessed of arbitrary power, to do as he chooses in 
any given case. No form of religion, and no stand- 
ing in politics, should clothe any individual with 
such great power for good or evil. The Truth 
Seeker, a New York publication, has virtually been 
suppressed in Oanada by the postmaster-general 
there of his own motion, and without at first any 
notification to the publishers. On beiag inquired 
into it is learned that it is refused transmission in 
the Canadian mails because the postmaster-general 
simply decides that ** on account of the character of 
its contents the paper ought to be excluded from 
the mails” of Canada. He could just as easily, and 
for as little reason, exclude any or all other papers, 
on grounds that satisfy himself alone. There is no 
appeal from his decision, and it can be reached by 
no legal tribunal. There is no redress at present 
available but that furnished by public opinion. The 
United States has a postal treaty with Canada. If 
she can forbid our papers from circulating there be- 
cause the opinions they express do not happen to 
suit a single official, what does the treaty amount, 
to anyway ? l 


From the Conservator (Ethical Culture). 

The edict of the Canadian postal authorities 
againat the circulation of The Truth Seeker is one as 
to which those who love freedom can be of but one 
mind. Goldwin Smith has written of it: * You 
may be sure that you will always find meon the 
side of perfect freedom of opinion. Beliefs which can 
not maintain themselvs by arguments in fair lists 
against all comers ought not to be maintained at all.” 
Many men who are strong enough to hold a club 
seem run away with the notion that judgment is 
in the butt of that club, and that they are special 
agents delegated to use it on some person or principle 
which has incurred their displeasure. The policeman 
who attended a labor meeting and hearing the ex- 
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sitions of authority would exercise it to suppress 
what they consider dangerous doctrins. We deny 
our critics the power to prove themselvs right by 
the argument of force, and if need be we will fight 
to maintain the untrammeled exercise of reason, as 
we consider it. In the case of he Truth Seeker, 
as in our own or any other, the critics may be hon- 
est—indeed, they may even be right in their view 
of the principle advocated by the objectionable 
publications. On the other hand, they may be dis- 
honest and wrong. The proof of these questions 
is a purely personal affair and its whole scope may 
be summed up in the individual’s undoubted right 
to quit reading the papers in question. Atany rate, 
no person can be either honest or right in endeavor- 
ing to suppress opinions which do not concern him 
personally, and this rule applies equally to post- 
masters and to private citizens. The truth of this 
is finely vindicated in all cases by the fact that just 
in proportion as suppression is attempted publicity 
is widespread. > > > 

The Oanadian postal law under which The Truth 
Seeker is excluded is a limited censorship in theory, 
but, as is shown in this case, it is the most abso- 
lute suppression in practice. The law does not 
define the words “scurrilous” or “ blasphemous,” 
but leaves the construction entirely to the humor 
of the postmaster-general, and from his decision 
there is no appeal! The grossest abuses follow as 
the inevitable result of such a law. Any amount of 
political mud-slinging, society scandal, etc., is al- 
lowed unquestioned passage, but unorthodox pa- 
pers are stopped. So we see that in practice the 
law doesn’t aim at the language of a paper so much 
as at its purpose. We hold that while the purpose 
is good the language is immaterial, and that where 
there is any question upon the merits of either 
purpose or language it should be settled by the 
public, represented by a jury of citizens, and not 
by an official censor, the very nature of whose being 
precludes the possibility of a fair decision. We trust 
that the postmaster-general of Oanada will see the 
error of his ways, and that in the meantime The 
Truth Seeker will reap the full advantage of the 
big ad it is getting. 


pression “we must hav a revolution of thought,” 
threw himself between the speaker and the meeting, 
declaring “this thing must stop!” is brother-bludg- 
eoner to the Canadian postal usurper whoimpudently 
steps between The Truth Seeker and its subscribers, 
presuming to dictate to grown men and women the 
terms upon which they may receive their intellectual 
pabulum. There are- thousands of people on our 
side of the border who will view this invasion with a 
sense of joy. But it is safe to say that those who 
love liberty will giv to The Truth Seeker entire sym- 
pathy and such practical aid as may in the condi- 
tions prove within reach. This official act does 
not injure The Truth Seeker. It hurts Canada a. 
good deal. Its shows how vast is the advance of 
The Truth Seeker beyond the halting place of 
Oanada’s official pietists. 


From the Times, Logansport, Ind. (Prohibition). 

The Times has received a marked copy of The 
Truth Seeker, published in New York, now in its 
22d year. This paper has recently been prohibited 
from the Oanadian mails by Adolph Oaron, the 
Catholic postmaster-general of that country. The 
Truth Seeker is a Freethought paper, and while we 
hav no desire to enter into any extended considera- 
tion of its merits or demerits, we wish to enter our 
protest against this dictatorial and absolute one- 
man power, from whose decision there seems to be 
no appeal whatever. What is to hinder Mr. Oaron 
' from prohibiting from the mails any paper against 
which he may chance to “ get his back up?” It is 
not necessary to agree with the policy of a news- 
paper in order to accord to it a fair treatment. We 
think The Truth Seeker about as narrow and un- 
philosophical regarding the Sunday saloon question 
as it is possible for a paper to become, but we are 
not ready to say that it should be denied any one 
of the rights granted to our favorit paper—the 
New York Voice, which is published only two doors 
from the Truth Seeker office. There is no more 
liberal class of people in America than the Prohi- 
. bitionists, but they do not regard license as syn- 
onymous with liberty; nor do they take kindly to 
such high-handed outrages as this latest caper by 
Adolph Caron. 

Observations. 

Monsieur Caron, postmastergeneral of Cana- 
da, who takes exception to the style of controversy 
in vogue nowadays, might hav found a better 
field for his talents if he had lived a few hundred 
years ago— in the days, for example, when Catholics 
and Protestants were debating the Seven Sacra- 
ments. Martin Luther, at that time, expressing him- 
self concerning the Catholic clergy, observed: “The 
papists are all asses, and will always remain asses. 
Put them in whatever sauce you choose, boiled, 
roasted, baked, fried, skinned, beat, hashed, they 
are always the same asses.” Paying his respects to 
his holiness the pope, he goes on: ** The pope was 
born out of the devil's posteriors. He is the rav- 
isher of virgins, the greatest of pimps, the governor 
of Sodom.” King Henry VIIL, who appears to hav 
been the Gladstone of his age, published a book 
against the new doctrin, and Luther touched off his 
majesty in the following lively style: “ This rotten 
worm of the earth having blasphemed the majesty of 
my king, I hav a just right to bespatter his Eng- 
glish majesty with his own ordure. King Henry 
is a liar.” On the other side, a papist, said to hav 
been Sir Thomas More, concludes an answer to 
Luther by leaving him “cum suis merdis et ster- 
coribus cacantum cacatumque.” Which, being in- 
terpreted, means that Luther needed a bath in the 
worst way. John Oalvin, who had no more use for 
a Lutheran than he had for a Catholic, was accus- 
tomed to gently conclude his remarks to an ad- 
versary with the quertion, “Do you hear, you 
damned dog?” Beza, the cultured disciple of Cal- 
vin, referring to a Lutheran minister, called him an 
ape and accredited him with the possession of parts 
similar in proportions to those of a wild jackass. He 
also expressed the conviction that the said minister 
should be hanged to the first tree. The Oatholic 
party had the same vivacity of style, and if their 
language was translated into a newspaper the pres- 
ence of the journal in a mail bag could be detected 
by the sense of smell. I do not understand that the 
works of these writers and reprints of their contro- 
versies are excluded from the Dominion. 


From the Sunday Gazetteer, Dentson, Tex. 

The Canadian government, instead of keeping 
along with the procession in this era of supposed 
liberty of speech and freedom of the press, is over a 
century behind the times. It seems the postmaster- 
general has been vested with the extraordinary 
power of individual censorship over all printed mat- 
ter that enters the dominion, and can suppress and 
confiscate at wil. He has recently ruled that the 
New York Truth Seeker, one of the best edited and 
most liberal papers published in the United States, 
and, above all, the fairest to an opponent, cannot 
pass through the Oanadian mails on the ground 
that it is blasphemous. When asked what there 
was about the paper that rendered it blasphemous, 
or what particular issue contained blasphemous lan- 
guage, he refused to giv the information. It seems 
that neither the publisher of The Truth Seeker nor 
the Oanadian subscribers hav any redress, the post- 
master-general being both judge and jury when it 
comes to saying what shall and what shall not pass 
through the mails. Of course the charge against the 
paper is absurd. In a free country there can be no 
blasphemy in discussing any question, involving re- 
ligion or anything else; but then, Canada is far from 
being * the land of the free." Meantime, the paper 
is served to Canadian patrons by express, and we 
hav no doubt its circulation, and thereby its influ- 
ence, will be greatly increased by this bigoted at- 
tempt to suppress it. The postmaster general will 
find, if he livs long enough, that even in Canada 
the only effectual way to dispose of a supposed 
error is to refute it. It’s too late in the day to 
keep knowledge from the people by crying wolf, or 
attempting a censorship of the press. 


From the Coast Seamen’s Journal (San Francisco). 

The Truth Seeker of New York has recently 
been refused transmission through the Canadian 
mails under an act empowering the postmaster- 
general to exclude matter of a “scurrilous or blas- 
phemous” nature. As everybody knows, The Truth 
Seeker is a Freethought paper, run in the interest 
of secular government and education and of reason 
and science, as opposed to dogma and superstition. 
Whether or not we agree with this principle is im- 
material; the thing that concerns ue is that others 
may differ from us in principle, and if a mere differ- 
ence of ideas, prejudices or convictions is to be the 

auge of cersorship, no paper in the country will 
av the assurance of a week’s life. If we can judge 
by the evidence of our eyes and ears there are some 
people who disagree with the Journal upon radical 


grounds, No doubt these people if placed in po- 


A majority of the voting sovereigns of New York 
who cast a ballot last week indicated by their choice 
that they liked Tammany rule better than the Sun- 
day-school disciplin introduced by Dr. Parkhurst. 
A year ago they voted the other way, but then they 
had had no experience of life under Roosevelt. Now 
that they hav had that experience they prefer the 
tiger to the anaconda. It is deemed better to be 
bitten somewhat, or to hav the leg pulled, than to 
be constricted in a vital part, Tammany always 


gave the citizen his Sunday liberty provided he paid 
for it, though it was not always ready to accept 
eternal vigilance as legal tender for that necessary 
of life; but under the reform administration such 
liberty has been a contraband article altogether. 
The result of the voting is all the more diverting 
because of the Roman Catholic church professedly 
withdrawing its support from the winning side just 
before election and going over to the losers. That 
was an error on the part of Archbishop Corrigan, 
who allowed himself to scud before what he mistook 
for a popular breeze, and will now be compelled to 
claw back. 

I did not vote. Between two evils it is some- 
times vouchsafed to the citizen to choose neither. 
This was one of those occasions. 


At the Manhattan Liberal Olub the other night 
Mr. Henry Nichols and Mr. Henry Rowley debated 
the subject of Protection vs. Freetrade. The man- 
uscript address of Mr. Nichols, who opened the de- 
bate in behalf of Protection, was an attack upon 
England and the Cleveland administration. Mr. 
Rowley, who is an Englishman, discussed Mr. Nich- 
ols and Freetrade, and the audience, sharing the 
belligerency of the speakers, got hot under the col. 
lar. Itwas beautiful. The chaotic state of politics 
gave Mr. Nichols an opportunity to attribute all 
national woes to Democratic misrule and all bless- 
ings to Republican influence; and of course Mr. 
Rowley could transpose the terms and make out 
just as good a case. Mr. Nichols showed very . 
clearly that England was growing opulent at our 
expense by reason of the low-tariff Wilson bill, but 
at the same time her own Freetrade policy has re- 
duced her to such a condition of poverty that one 
person in every ten is a pauper and half the families 
of the United Kingdom are living in one room 
apiece. Freetrade had also lowered wages in Great 
Britain so that the average pay of skilled labor, 
when employed, is & dollar a day. Mr. Rowley 
pointed out that England, with the exception of 
Turkey, was the only Freetrade country in Europe, 
and that labor was vastly better paid there than in 
Germany, France, Belgium, or any other protected 
country. English miners got one dollar and a half 
per diem, while in Pennsylvania, the center of pro- 
tected industry, miners received only 60 cents a day. 
The statement about families living in one room 
each he characterized as a lie. Mr. Nichols showed 
how values had shrunk under the Wilson bill, and 
made affairs look so bad that a hearer would be 
alarmed if he did not stop to reflect that the coun- 
try was still here, that its area remained stationary, 
and that nothing had disappeared off its surface. 
He said that Protection needed to be supplemented 
by greater facilities for distribution, which was an 
equally important matter; and Mr. Rowley wanted 
to know how a toll of from ten to ninety per cent 
advalorem could facilitate distribution or exchange. 
It was a beautiful debate, and demonstrated that 
not even an artificial impediment to trade, such as 
the tariff is, can wholly paralyze industry in a 
country with resources like those of the United 
States. It also demonstrated that the business 
uncertainty caused by tariff tinkering has a very 
strong tendency to bring about that kind of. dis- 
aster. 

The more discussion of the tariff I hear or read, 
the more vociferously I call for the previous ques- 
tion, to wit: Resolved, That no aggregation of in- 
dividuals can possess the just right to draw a line 
across the surface of the earth and to deny them- 
selvs and all others the natural privilege of crossing 
it, taking their portable goods with them. In feu- 
dal days men grew rich and finally became barons 
by camping near a ford in a river or near à moun- 
tain pass and taking toll from merchants compelled 
to.go their way. So tenacious is the said custom 
that governments like our.own, professing to pro- 
tect citizens in the possession of property, hav uni- 
formed retainers at each port of entry to levy the 
same form of blackmail upon the chattels of way- 
farers. 

Brother T. B. Wakeman, who was the New York 
Populists’ candidate for secretary of state, got only 
about six hundred and twenty-five votes in this 
city, which will hardly be enough to overcome the 
pluralities of the other parties above the Bronx 
river that forms the northern boundary of the 
town. The election came too late for Mr. Wake- 
man to show his real strength. He would hav got 
more votes if he had polled the Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress ten days earlier. 

This is & problem that has been submitted to a 
religious contemporary for solution: A man who 
concedes the right of divorce for scriptural reasons 
only is by his wife accused of unfaithfulness, and 
through perjured testimony she has got a bill from 
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him. Now he knows that he has never violated his 
marriage vow, and that the divorce is therefore with- 
out biblical sanction. . Hence, “in the sight of God,” 
he is still the woman's husband. But she refuses to 
liv with him, and the court has dissolved his claim 
to marital rights. What he wants to know is 
whether, under the circumstances, he may marry 
again. The clerical editor to whom he appeals says, 
No; not until the woman does. This I regard as 
no solution of the problem at all, for the woman 
may never catch another man, notwithstanding the 
contention of the elder Weller that more widows 
than single women get married. Besides, she has no 
more right to marry than he has, and it would be 
doing the Garden of Eden act over again for him to 
place her first in the transgression. I would advise 
him to step off at the first opportunity. That 
would indubitably remove the impediment which 
now exists, and he would kill two birds with one 
stone; 7.6. he would at the same time free himself 
from the grip of his conscience, and get a wife; 
thereby so combining and realizing the means and 
the end sought that everything would seem to be 
coming his way. God might not be pleased, but I 
really don’t see what he could do about it. 


The Boston Herald helps a fool to publish his 
folly by reprinting (though with adverse comment) 
the assertion of a writer, discussing Ingersoll, that 
“as to real argument, many are the boys and girls 
in our high schools with a reference Bible in their 
hands who could wind him up so tight in Bible 
logic that it would bring the blush of shame to his 
face.” If Boston has such bright boys and girls as 
that in her high schools she should call ia her min- 
isters and send the youngsters out to do battle with 
the Infidel. The Rev. Henry M. Field, the Right 
Hon. W. E. Gladstone, Judge Jeremiah Black, and 
other clergymen, statesmen, and jurists hav taken a 
turn at the crank, and so far hav they failed to wind 
up the Colonel or to make him red in the face, 
that the Truth Seeker Company extensivly ad- 
vertises their discussions as campaign literature for 
Freethought. The Christian world is neglecting 
the means of grace if it doesn’t set the aforesaid 
high-school youths and maidens at the cheerful task 
of coiling down the Colonel’s sophistries. We 
should, then, of course, see some religious publish- 
ing house putting forth their work side by side 
with the arguments of the wound-up unbeliever. 
And at about that time we shall hav an arithmetic in 
which two and two multiplied together will giv a 
product of five. 


——— 


A New York daily prints an illustrated article 
with a sextuple heading, the biggest line of which 
is, * Theosophy's Origin Exposed." The public has 
hitherto been led to suppose, or at least asked to 
believe, that Theosophy is an ancient East Indian 
cult with headquarters in the Himalaya mountains, 
where the immortal Koot Hoomi and other astral 
sages dwell. But Mr. Henry J. Newton, a promi- 
nent New York Spiritualist, now says that it 
originated in his house in 1875, and was carried 
thence to India by Alcott and Blavatsky. Mr. 
Newton produces documentary evidence, in the 
form of the original constitution of the Theosoph- 
ical Society, of which a facsimile is published, to 
prove that this is so. The members pledged them- 
selvs “to ever maintain absolute secrecy respecting 
the proceedings of the said society.” The pledge 
which heads the list of fifty-four charter members is in 
the handwriting of John Storer Cobb, who fifteen or 
twenty years ago was quite prominent in the reform 
ranks, and among the signatures is that of Dr. R. 
B. Westbrook, of Philadelphia. No wonder Theoso- 
phy has failed to establish itself among the accepted 
delusions of this country, for it began wrong. 
Colonel Olcott should hav started it in India—or, 
better still, in Palestine—and then imported it. Or 
he might hav taken Mormonism as an example, be- 
ginning among the superstitious and illiterate and 
importing proselytes of the same class from Euro- 
pean countries. As soon as he had got the mob, 
with paid offices in the society, the educated sharp- 
ers would hav joined him and he could hav secured 
exemption from taxation, together with public ap- 
propriations for the founding and maintaining of 
Theosophical institutions, after the manner of the 
Roman Oatholic and Protestant churches. His 
miracles were all right, but he erred in asking in- 
telligent people to believe them before there were 
. any votes behind the movement. 

Gzo. E. MaopoNarp. 


Ingersolls new lecture, “ The Foundations of 
Faith,” is for sale at the low price of twenty-five 
cents. {Same style as his other recently issued 
pamphlets, 


When Death Takes a Christian. 
A PIOTURE DRAWN FROM LIFE. 

The Christian was old and feeble, and lay on his 
death-bed. He had no fear of death, for throughout 
his long life his faith had never failed him, and he 
was confident that his God would receive him 
kindly and care for him. He had believed and tried 
to teach others to do likewise. 

In business the Christian had been a hard, close 
man. He had ruled his employees like a despot. 
He exacted every cent that was due him when it 
was due. It mattered not who might suffer. He 
suspected everyone of wrong-doing. He trusted 
only God. í 

When he bought food for his family, he haggled 
till he got it at his own price. When the food was 
prepared and on the table the family paused while 
the Christian gave thanks to God for the blessing. 
The Christian’s prayers were long and loud and 
full of sounding phrases. His bargains were sharp 
and one-sided. But he believed! 

Now he lay dying. For days he had prayed 
pitifully to God to take him home (he was sure of a 
home), and- ease his pains. God was busy at the 
time, and could not attend to the matter at once. 
Perhaps he was looking over the lists of sparrows 
which had fallen during the previous month. Any- 
way, the prayers were not answered. The Chris- 
tian was a Protestant, therefore God’s vicegerent 
or secretary of state, the pope, couldn’t attend to 
his needs. So the Christian suffered on. : 


When the end drew near the Wealthy Daughter AN 


came and found him, and ordered the rest of the 
family about. The Poor Daughter had cared for 
the Christian and taken his jibes and insults for 
years. She had no religion, or at least expressed 
nor professed any. She loved her father. She 
cooked the meals, bought the medicins, sat by the 
dying Christian and nursed him. The Poor Son-in- 
law left his work, and although half sick himself he 
sat by the bedside and attended the Christian for 
twelve days and nights. When he rested a moment 
it was on the floor, in the spot which his wife, per- 
haps, had just vacated to relieve him of his charge. 

The Wealthy Daughter, a professed Christian, 
slept each night on a cot loaned by the Infidel Rel- 
ativ, who was detested by the Wealthy Daughter. 
The Infidel did not loan the cot for the purpose for 
which it was used. : 

A Obristian neighbor left his work one day and 
came in to assist the Poor Son-in-law who was about 
exhausted. The Wealthy Daughter offered him 
three dollars. He refused to accept pay for his ser- 
vices. The Poor Son-in-law lost several days’ wages 
and bought medicins besides. No one offered him 
three dollars a day. 

The Wealthy Daughter had lunches five times a 
day. The Poor Daughter prepared them. The 
Wealthy Daughter’s husband, her daughter, and 
her son-in-law, came and ate and departed. 

The Poor Son came early and stayed late. He 
worried about the old man’s money and belongings. 
He wanted his share. He intended to hav it. Be. 
fore the Christian died he said everything was fixed 
and down in black and white. The Infidel Relativ 
called each day to see the Christian. Sometimes he 
wiped a tear from his eye as he looked about at the 
hungry wolves gathering to rend the corpse, each 
anxious for a share and growling already. 

The dying Christian told the Wealthy Daughter 
that she had always been good to him and he loved 
her. The same Wealthy Daughter had expressed 
the wish that the old man would not call at her 
home, as his clothes were not fashionable. The 
dying Christian told the Poor Daughter nothing. 
She had worked and slaved for him for years. 

The Christian died. The preacher said he had 
been a good, kind man, generous and fair to all— 
and a Christian. He said other things. He also 
accepted two dollars for saying them. It was the 
last two dollars the Poor Daughter had after buy- 
ing flowers for the dead. The Wealthy Daughter 
bought no flowers. She said enough would, doubt- 
less, be given. l 

The Infidel was silent usually. He. said he 
thought the preacher was a robber. He couldn't 
understand why & man who received a regular sal- 
ary for attending to certain business should accept 
other money for work connected with his business 
or profession. The Infidel was frowned upon. 
The Christian was buried, and if he left anything in 
black and white, or in silver and gold, no one has 
been able to find it. 

The wolves are snarling and fighting. The Infi 
del wishes he might speak his mind, but he is mar- 
ried into the family and for his wife's sake holds his 
peace. He is glad the Poor Son-in-law and Poor 
Daughter can now rest in their beds instead of on 
the floor, for the Wealthy Daughter has gone away 
again, ] Tas InripEL. 


Pretty Good for Everybody. 
~ - Fromthe New York Times. 

Several thousand copies hav been sold by the 
Truth Seeker Company of its recent book, “Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” by Samuel P. Put- 
nam. It is an exhaustiv and striking showing of 
the work that has been done by men of advanced 


| thought from the earliest times to the present. Col- 


onel Ingersoll is among those who hav com- 
mended it. Even such readers as are slow to sym- 
pathize with advanced thinking will beimpressed by 
the record here made, while those who welcome 
the most liberal discussion will find it a perfect 
storehouse or mine of information. 


The Secular Union. 


Secretary Reichwald acknowledges the following 
contributions to the work of the American Secular 
Union and Freethought Federation, received since 
his last report : 7 


Geo. K Miiller......... $10 00 Wm. B. Young......... 1 00 
M. M. Murrgy.......... 10 00 Jas. MeMullin.......... 1 00 
Willett Phillips........ 5 00 Armstrong Bros...... 1 00 
S. Pabst................... 00 Jack Plummer. ......... 00 
F. B. Wambaugb...... 5 00 Mrs. Olive Plummer. 1 00 
Geo, P. Dreisbach.... 5 00 Mrs. L. A. Turney.... 1 00 
Capt. CO. CO. De Rudio 3 00 John Drew is 
Robt. Gunther.......... 250 Joshua Crowell 
G. M. Gates... 200 T. Cameron 
B. Anderson... 200 P. Britt........ 
Azel O. Kentev....... 2 00 John Orowley.. 
Thos. Salmon. .......... 9 00 B. A. Curtice 
Mrs. Fred Thompson. 2 00 A. Carpenter............. 1 00 
. Wood.;........... " 00 John Chairns.............. 50 
J. Q. Schuman.......... 200 Benj. Roth............... 50 
L. L. Reis................ 185 E. R. Brown............. 50 
W. J. Ribley............. 150 Q. Kretzner.............. 50 
J. P. Miller.............. 100 D., O. Wismer........... 50 
Mark H. Sherman..... 100 T. Theo. Oolwick...... 50 
N L.Johnson........ 1 00 Geo. Tibbits............. 50 
David L. Evans. 100 J. W. Lyons. 50 
S. R. Shepherd.. 100 F. J. Leicham 50 
C. B. Hoffman... 100 W. W. Cox... 95 
Wm. Mosena..... 100 Frank Houton.. » 25 
John Gordium... 100 E. Looklein.............. 25 
J. J. Dietz................ 100 J. J. Donohue.......... 25 
Ernst Platz............... 100 F, Silliman............... 25 
A. N, Nelson............ 100 L. Lowenstein.......... 25 
A. J. Muir................ 1 00 


Tur TaurR Srexrr has received for the same 
purpose: From C. C. Fisk, $2; from R. Schubert, 
50 cents. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


T, M. FULLER, the ex-minister who spoke at the recent 
Freethought Congress, will deliver Liberal lectures. 
Address, 116 Pearlstreet, Paterson, N. J. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. 


Tas First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


THE Omaha (Neb.) Philosophical Society meets every 
Sunday at 2.30 p.m, in Washington Hall, 18th and Har- 
ney streets. Questions pertaining to theology, Free- 
thought, and science freely discussed. . All are welcome, 


S. P. PurNAM lectures at East Dennis, Mass., on No- 
vember 24th. Mr. Putnam will lecture in New England 
during the month of November. He desires engagements 
at all possible points in this section. Friends will com- 
municate with him at 28 Lafayette place, New York, care 
of this office. 


Tue Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o’clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Greeu st; Miss M. 
P. MoLeod, secretary, 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 A m. 
to 10 P. w.; dues, 15 cents per month. 


FnRaNELIN STEINER’S appointments, so far as now ar- 
ranged, are: Columbus, 17th; Grove City, O., 18th, 19th, 
20th; Scio, O., 21; Cincinnati, O , 24th; Greentown, 
Ind., 80th, and December ist; Covington, Ind., 2d, 8d, 
4th; Fillmore, Ill., 5th; Whitehall, Ill, 7th, 8th. Ad- 
dress him in care of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Tux Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
seoretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner's Hall, Broad and Wallace .streets, Philadelphia, 
November 17th, 2.80 p.m, address by Ex-Burgess John 
MeLuckie. Subject, ‘‘ Oarnagie’s Patriotism as Illus- 
trated in the Homestead Troubles." 7 30 P m., address by 
Dr. Barr. Subject, ** What About God and the Christ?" 
All welcome. 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evering 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati, Program 
for November: 

Nov. 17—'* The Egyptian Book of the Dead.” Judge E. 
Thompson. 

Nov. 24—Joint Debate. Franklin Steiner and Prof. John 
S. Van Oleve. i 


Tam Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for November: 

Nov. 15—‘‘ Standards of Value—What or Which?" John 
DeWitt Warner, Dr. Charles B. Spahr. 

Nov.22—''The Suaday Laws." Win. Jay Groo, Ed- 
ward Grosse. 

Nov. 29—'* The Authority and Necessity of Faith.” Rev, 
E. J. O. Millington, Thaddeus B. Wakeman. 


Letters o F Friends. 


Suiting the Action to the Word. 
Nzwanx, N. J., Oct. 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed please find $8 in 
payment for one year’s benefits conferred 
by Tue TRUTH SEEKER and a copy of the 
** Pietoris] Text-Book." I may be putting 
a sad crack in the Sabbath by writing this 
little business communication, but my con- 
science, being elastic, does not twinge. 
Sincerely yours, Txos. E, Linpstey. 


For the Sowing of the Seed. 
La Homa, O, T., Oot. 25, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $21.50. Please 
send me the “‘ Self. Contradictions of the 
Bible;” **Hard Knocks at Christisnity;” 
Ingersoli's *Argument jn Reynolds Blas- 
pbemy Trial;” **For Her Daily Bread;" 
** Glory of Infidelity,” and for the balance 
of the money you will please cffer those 
kinds of pamphlets free to the poor. 
Respectfully, J. C. Loomer. 


-Could Not Resist a Good Temptation. 

Forxst Orry, Ia., Oct. 21, 1895. 
Mr. Enprtor: I hav been taking so many 
papers that I thought I must forego THE 
TaorH SEEKER, but I cannot resist any 
Jonger, for those sample copies hav in- 
duced me to invest $3 more in literature 
that helps free men from the bondage of 
superstition. Please send me the paper 
for one year and the ‘*Text-Book.” and if 
yon can afford it, put in the ‘Glory of 

Infidelity.” B. A, PLUMMER. 


In Defense of Equal Rights. 
LUMBERVILLE, Pa., Oct. 80, 1895. 
Mr. Enrror: Although I take more pa- 
pers than I can read, your paper fills a 
want no other one supplies, and as it isa 
duty that every Liberal owes to the coun- 
try he livs jn to support the advocates of 
Freethought, to oppose the encroachment 
of theological bigotry, and to aid that pab- 
lication which is bearing the brunt of the 
nnequal contest, and considering Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER to be sucha paper, I inclose 
for subscription $5, which you will place 
to my credit, 
Yours for freedom of thought, 
Watson KENDERDINE. 


Judging Christians by their Utterances. 
Marss, IDA., Oct. 17, E.M. 295. 
Mr. Enrtor: Inclosed find sixteen cents 
for the list of pamphlets I here inclose. 
Raise theflag of liberty abovesuperstition. 
I will try to help you some through the 
cheap tracts you advertise. Such raacality 
as the prohibiting of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
in Canada is some of the work of our 
modern enemy-loving Christians, who 
wo ld cut our throats if they thought their 
God would bear them through in safety, 
I liv in a priest-ridden country where Lib- 
erals are scarce and the days growing dark 
with superstition. It is necessary to try 
to spread the light of reason. 
Yours as ever, A. E. BENOIT. 


^ He Would Kill Them with Light. 
Niacara Farris, N. Y., Oot. 12, 1895. 
Mr. EnpiTon: I see that my subscription 
to THe TRUTH SEEKER bas recently ex- 
pired. I therefore send you herewith $3 
to pay for another year. I am thoroughly 
in sympathy with your great paper in its 
activ campaign against ignorance and su- 
perstition, the arch enemies of civilization. 
Let the good fight go on in the hope that 
ultimately the bats and owls of supersti- 
tion may be routed from their hiding 
places— ignorance and credulity — and 
driven into the broad daylight of science, 
where their hideous deformities will be 
apparent to all mankind, and when “to be 
hated will be but to be seen.” 
J. W. Honpaz. 


A Vote of Thanks. 
FIRST SECULAR Sunpay-Sonoon, 
VANCOUVER, Wasu., Oct. 28, 1895. 5 

Wuereas: By the kind efforts of Mrs. 
Alise Burrows, recording secretary of 
this Sunday-school, the Truth Seeker 
Publishing Company, of New York city, 
has favored us by the presentation of four 
beautiful mottoes; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we in concert express 
our hearty thanks to to the Truth Seeker 
Company, of New York city. Be it fur- 
ther 


try men's souls.” 
of his times, and our own are a more 
warped edition. We hav stood on the bor- 
ders of freedom and beheld the purity, 
liberty, and light of the land, and must 
not be driven back into theological filth, 
slavery, and darkness; better a grave. They 
hav made an attack on THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
and every Freethinker must make it a 
fight to the death and furnish the funds to 
continue the fight for years. I hereby 
pledge my word to subscribe $25 every 
year while the fight lasts, unless some ac- 
cident deprives me of the means. It seéms 
plain from the utterances of the theocrats 
that nothing less than censorship and final 
suppression of the secular press is on their 
program; and as a great many of the secu- 
lar newspapers are controled by them, the 
editors will pile the fagots for their own 
literary and perhaps bodily cremation. 


to cool nights, I am reminded of my dear 
friend, B. L. Bond, who spent last winter 
with me. 


TTE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be entered upon the minutes and one 
cory be sent to the Truth Seeker Publish- 
ing Company, of New York city, and one 
copy to the Little Freethinker, edited by 
Elmina D. Slenker, of Snowville, Va. 

James E. Brat, Supt. 

GerorGeE E. Sonvete, Rec. Sec. 


Making the Light Shine. 
Swan River, Minn., Oct. 24, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I delivered some forty or 
fifty Trura SEEKERS in Minneapolis last 
summer. In all, I think, I hav delivered 
about three hundred copies of your paper 
in that city, and hope to deliver thousands 
of copies in the future, and it seems to 
me that, from the number I hav given 
away in the last five years, some may hav 


been sown on good ground and the receiv- 


ers hav subscribed for it. 
Buddha may hav been the light of Asia, 


but Tur Trure SEEKER is one of the great 


lights of the world, and I think when I 


renew my subscription it will be for two 
copies a week instead of one, and if every 
subscriber who is able would do the same, 
jt would help our cause wonderfully, and 
the good effected by so many copies seat- 
tered abroad would offset some of the 
devilish work of the preachers, and the 
Young Men's Christian humbug, and other 
superstition-fostering societies. 


S. Q. COOPER. 


In Answer to the Theocrats. 
. Rapip River, Oct. 26, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: ‘‘ These are the times that 
So said the great Paine 


Yours fraternally, Tom WALKER. 


An Inquiry After Mr. Bond. 


Rratitos, Tex , Oct. 15, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: As the weather is changing 


As we were the only two in this 
part of the world who did not welcome 
the preachers and their money-making 
schemes, we spent most of our time to- 
gether. I became very fond of him and 
when he went to other parts, I could not 
help shedding a few tears of sorrow be- 
cause of his leaving me all alone at the 
mercy of the Bible-sharks. I hav written 
to him several times, but hav got no an- 
swer. The last time I heard from him he 
was in Georgia, attending camp-meetings 
and making Baptist speeches. I am 
afraid that the chicken-eaters hav captured 
him. If so they hav a prize in him and 
we lose friend and hard fighter for 
truth and justice. I still hav faith in him 
and hope he will come out all right in the 
wash. 

Please giv the above space in your good 
paper, and should it come to the eyes of 
B. L. Bond, who is a subscriber, he will 
atleast know I am still his friend, and a 
friend to truth and justice, and an enemy 
of all swindling schemes called religion. 

Wishing your valuable paper successand 
hoping it will find a place in every home 
in the world, I remain 
Your friend, 


Purrry Downs. 


Yes, Wisconsin is at the Front, 


WAUKESHA, Wis., Oct. 21, 1895. 

Mr. Epirros: I hav just read your excel- 
lent criticism of Prof. Ely's scheme for the 
practical union of religious and secular 
higher education. I hav read some of Prof. 
Ely's works, and was favorably impressed 
with one of them in particular, viz: **So- 
cial Aspects of Christianity." Of course it 
contains some pious nonsense, but on the 


whole the book is well worth reading by 
every liberal minded person. I was there- 
fore surprised and disappointed to find he 
is advocating practically the union of 
church and state. He will, however, hard- 
ly convert many educators and thinkers to 
his way of thinking on that subject, es- 
peciallv not in this state. While stopping 
a few days in Milwaukee, I took occasion 
to visit the state normal school in that 
city, and was very much pleased with the 
way the ‘‘opening exercises" were con- 
ducted. In my day, only 15 years ago, the 
normal schools at Whitewater and Osh- 
kosh, and of course all the other normal 
schools, always opened with religious ex- 
ercises consisting of reading from the 
Bible, singing hymns, and offering prayer 
by the president. These were somewhat 
modified a little later, when Mr. Carl Doer- 
flinger, of the Milwaukee Freidenker, at 
one time one of the board of regents, suc- 
ceeded in making it optional for students 
to attend during these excercises, but did 
not succeed in breaking up the praotióà 
of holding religious exercises. À few years 
ago the question whether or not Bible 
reading in our publie schools should be 
allowed was brought before the supreme 
court of the state of Wisconsin, and, to the 
eredit of that body be it said, it decided 
against the religionists, showing that the 
reading of the Bible and other religious 
exercises were clearly unconstitutional. No 
doubt Tor TRUTH SEEKER is familiar with 
the decision to which I refer. Since then, 
so far as I know, noreligious exercises hav 
been held in any of the schools of the state 
supported in whole by the state. At 
the Milwaukee normal school, no ex- 
ercises of any description were held in the 
morning, but the afternoon session is al- 
ways opened by singing some school song, 
followed by an address by the president or 
some one of the professors. The one I 
listened to was on the subject of child 
training in the public schools. I think 
Wisconsin’s Freethinkers may well feel 
proud of the attitude their state has taken 
on the subject of religious exercises in the 
public schools. 


Yours truly, J.J. Sarrury, M.D. 


After Relics and Miracles. 
RockvinzE, S. D., Oct. 27, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: At a meeting of our so- 
ciety it was suggested—in view of the fact 
that shrines are becoming quite popular as 
ameans of working miracles and healing 
the sick, and also a fruitful source of 
revenue—that & committee be appointed 
to take under advisement the securing of 
sacred relics, to be inclosed in a tactile 
box—that is, a box susceptible of being 
touched—and bring the same within touch 
of the people. We herewith send for pub- 
lication the report of said committee. It 
might not be amissto mention in this con- 
nectiou that such publication might hav 
the effect of softening the asperity of the 
postmaster-general of Canada to the extent 
that he would reconsider his late action 
denying. to Tug TRUTH SEEKER mail fa- 
cilities in his dominions, as he is engaged 
in the samo business. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 

We, your committee appointed to con- 
sider and report upon the securing of cer- 
tain sacred relics for the purpose of a 
shrine, beg leave to make the following 
report: 

1. The flaming sword was in the hands 
ofa cherub east of the garden of Eden. 
This cherub is & winged creature with a 
human corntenance—he draws the chariot 
of Yaveh. Ezekiel visioned him; John, 
the revelator, was intimately acquainted 
with him. The cherub dropped the sword 
at the garden wall when Adam and Eve 
died. The Jews kept this sword red, and 
Jesus brought it to Peter, and the churoh 
has kept it flaming to this day. We hope 


| to secure it when the church lays it down 


—probably to-morrow. 

2. Cain’s club was thrown eleven feet 
southeast from the blood of Abel in the 
field. God placed it in the hands of the 
Jews, and we can hear its dull thud from 
every quarter of the globe. It is not an 
Infidel weapon—report unfavorable. 

3. The jawbone of the ass is now in use 
by 111,000 clergymen of the United States 
to killand dwarf the intellects of millions of 
people. Their strength has moved from 
the hair to the cheek and gall, and is made 
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manifest by the brazen insolence of the 
priests. Report unfavorable. 

4. Jonah’s gourd grew up in a night toa 
hight and size to protect a man from the 
rays of the burning sun. A worm ate it 
off at sunrise, and when Jonah saw its 
leaves wither he was willing to enter the 
pugilistic ring with old Billy himself. 
This happened 2757 years ago. It is not 
stated in the divine record that this gourd 
had seeds or that gourds were common 
before that date, but since gourds grow in 
all warm and temperate parts of the eatth 
we may know this gourd had seed or that 
God dropped a few packages of them. 
Since the gourds of to-day are vines we evi- 
dently hav lost the art of growiüe them like 
a god; he made them stand up like à t£ee; 
we can only make them craw] like a snake. 
God taught his chosen people the art of 
lying, stealing, murdering, making hair- 
oil and bread, but all the arts and applied 
sciences, such as poetry, painting, agri- 
culture, medicin, telegraphy, railroads, 
printing, astronomy, government, ete., 
are purely the work of the devil. To raise 
gourd trees with our seed we must go to 
the devil for aid. If our seeds were ex- 
hibited as relics your committee is unab'e 
to say if miracles would be wrought, or ` 
the sick healed, or this society benefited 
financially—still it might be a novel exhi- 
bition and hav a seductiveffect. We rec- 
ommend that the president of this society 
make a trial seed exhibition. Your com- 
mittee respectfully ask for more time to 
consider this matter. Submitted, ete. 

Srarop Lieut. 


Katie Kehm Smith. 


Lone Roog, OR., Oct. 1, 1895, 

Mr. Eprror: You already hav tbe sad 
news of the death of Mrs. Katie Kehm 
Smith. I suppose it is unnecessary to tell 
you she died in the glorious faith she had 
lived, and for which she had worked nearly 
all her life like a young soldier. She was 
brought by Liberal friends sixty miles to 
Haystack and laid away by many loving 
hands in the Infidel cemetery, where they 
will raise a fine monument to her memory 
next summer. But, ah! the monument 
she has raised herself by the grand, noble, 
self. sacrificing work she has done for Ore- 
gon will be more enduring than the finest 
senlpturing on marble. An impressiv 
burial service was read by Mr. Carl Wag- 
ner in a voice tremulous with emotion, 
but it lost none of its beauty by that. 
Still, there were seen some of the scandal- 
mongering lambs of God who had given 
their hearts to Jesus, laughing at the 
**gport." How could the poor, heartless 
things help it? 

We need the tenderest sympathy of all 
Liberals, for we hav lost the brightest star 
of the Pacific coast. I know I shall not 
wonnd anybody by saying this, for I feel 
ihat every Liberal heart in Oregon throbs 
with the same feeling. There is nothing 
we can say to her poor broken-hearted 
companion and relativs to heal such sor- 
row a8 this. Old Father Time, in his re- 
lentless course, had given her to us and he 
has taken her away; in his endless cycles 
he may blunt the most poignant grief, but 
never heal the wound. My heart is too 
sad to write more at present, but as we hid 
away the beloved and loving face we were 
admonished that the 


Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Foot-prints on the sands of time, 


By permission I send you the following 
song by Mrs. Smith: 


SONG OF THE OREEDS. 
AIR.—' (ood-bye, My Lover, Good-bye.” 


The Ship of Truth is sailing on, 
Good-bye, old dogmas, good-by; 
Superstition is nearly gone, 
Good-bye, old dogmas, good-bye, 
The People sit at Reason’s feast, 
Good-bye, old dogmas, good-bye; 
No more to be duped by Preacher or 
Priest, 
Good-bye, old dogmas, gcod-bye. 
Bye, dogmas, bye-lo, ete. ; 
Good-bye, old dogmas, good-bye. 


The Methodist hell is waning fast, 
Good-bye, hell-fire, good-bye; 

Good sense is gaining ground at last, 
Good-bye, hell-fire, good-bye. f 

The brimstone pit is getting cooled, 
Good-bye, hell-fire, good-bye; 

The people who think will not be fooled, 
Good-bye, hell-fire, good-bye. 
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Bye, Wesley. bye-lo, etc., 
Good John Wesley, good-bye. 


The Pope of Rome is fallible. too, 
Good-bye, confession, good-bye; 
His cure for sin will never do, 
Good-bye, confession, good-bye. 
Onr public schools will surely go, 
Good-bye, confession, good-bye; 
If left to those who kiss his toe, 
Good-bye, confession, good-bye. 
Bye, Leo, bye-lo. ate. ; 
Good-bye, Pope Leo, good-bye. 


The Baptist faith is changing fast, 
Good-bye, immersion, good-bye; 
Freethought is doing her work at last, 
Good-bye, immersion, good-bye. 
In water alone they hav lost their hope, 
Good-bye, immersion, good-bye; 
Unless it is used with plenty of soap, 
Good-bve, immersion, good-bye. 
Bye, Baptist, bye-lo, eto. ; 
Good-bye, immersion, good-bye. 


The faith of Talmage is all a shaw, 
Good-bye, poor Talmage, good-bye; 
His hearers full of lies he'd cram, 
Good-bye, poor Talmage, good-bve. 
Three times his church went up in flame, 
Good-bye, poor Talmage, good-bye; 
No help from Jesus ever came, 
Good-bye, poor Talmage, good-bye. 
Bye, Talmage, bye-lo, ete. ; 
Good-bye, poor Talmage, good-bye. 


The Presbyterians hay changed their creed, 
Predestination, good-bye; 
Their babies now are saved indeed, 
Predestination, good-bye. 
Such senseless faith must take its flight, 
Predestination, good-bye; 
When Reason sheds her beautiful light, 
Predestination, good-bye. 
Bye, Baby, bye-lo, eto. ; 
Predestination, good-bye. 


Mrs, A. M. OBAWFORD. 


Mr. McBride’s Wealth of Words. 
Samoru, ILL., Oct. 23, E.M. 295. 
Mr. Eprtor: Permit me say—if it is 
not taxing your patience and space too 
much—that it seems to me that you hav 
your facetious brother employed ‘‘to 
poke fun” and charge your correspond- 
ents who honestly differ with him of being 
non compos mentis, regardless of the in- 
fluences of condition and environment. 
Vil say to Tuu TRUTH SEEKER’s ‘‘ Gem” 
that you intentionally, or otherwise, never 
touched the subject under consideration. 
You say, ‘‘ These being the varieties 
of emotion cited by Mr. McBride to 
illustrate the utility of love, and none 
of them being the one I had in mind when 
I wrote the sentence that does not ‘ pleas- 
antly meet his approval,' I am not harassed 
by any felt obligation to discuss them at 
length." What ‘‘one” did you hav in 
mind, if any? The Editor entitles my 
communication, '' Arguing Against a 
Pleasantry.” Is it *'pleasantry" for your 
friends to dub them apposit candidates 
for the asylum, simply because they think 
Jove better than a loveless life? Or, per- 
haps, you didn't hav this ‘‘one in mind” 
when you ** wrote the sentence." Do you 
sincerely deem it ''pleasantry " to call 
those ‘‘insane” who practice what they 
preach as much as possible? You or the 
Editor, or both, can tackle the above easy 
question. Is it ''pleasantry ” to assail a 
man with the accusation of ‘‘ insanity” 
because he has wooed and won a wife, and 
reared a fine flock of children? If so, 
are you not cracking chestnuts at the ex- 
pense of all the beautiful in existence?— 
of the heaven here? That youare **forced 
to distrust the analytical powers of my 
mind” is not strange, since I’ve read your 
** Observations" from their first appear- 
anoe to the present time, and probably 
that will account for it, I admit your 
« denials.” I must alo ‘‘deny” having 
exerted any painstaking efforts in my es- 
say ; but it was written one day while 
waiting for dinner; on the other hand you 
earn your livelihood by your assiduous 
literary applications. So, Mr. Macdonald, 
you'll surely pardon me, for I was hungry, 
besides it wasn't the ** one I had in mind," 
anyway. You say that my “‘ work is too 
coarse.” Too ‘‘coarse” for what? I 
think you devote a pretty prolix reply to 
my extensiv coarseness. 
You ask: *'I wonder if it is a fact that 
: Mr. McBride thinks in words having the 
same initial?” If I were to adopt your dic- 
tion of delivery, I'd retort: ** That's none of 
your business;" but as I can afford to be 
morerefined and true to myself, I'll say that 
I usually **think in words having the same 
initial;? so you will readily see that the 
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“effect is not bad,” for if it was I could 
pertinently point to your phrase of ‘‘ stately 
salutation.” Could I not consistently say 
of you as yon hav of me, that “‘ ‘apt alliter- 
ation’s artful aid’ in his case is not apt,” 
eto.? PI refer you to your poem, entitled 

** Paine: The Knight Errant of Freedom,” 

in which you say: 

Who fell where furrow and field ran red— 
To crash of cannon and shriek of shell, 
No alliterativ display in that, are they? 

Do you thus woo tba muses for ‘‘ effect” 

merely, and is the effect ** bad?" 

Again, you philanthropically apprise me 
that ‘‘there is certainly something incon- 
gruous in the conception of a devil-fish as 
a dogmatist, as there is something ungram- 
matical in the use of the plural pronoun in 
the same sentence.” I employ the words 
** orthodox octopus ” figurativly; therefore 
to use the ‘‘devil-fish orthodoxy as a 
dogmatist,” would, I think, be perfectly 
proper; while I cheerfully confess that the 
** personal pronoun ” is ** ungrammatical.” 

Once again I quote from your poem: 

O champion, bravest of all the past! 

O Freedon, fairest of all the dames! 
Long may the pledze of your fealty last, 

For ever united be your names. 

And long as flowers from the soil shall 

spring, 

Touched by the warmth of a May-day 

bright, 

A blossom and tear shall the lady bring 
To drop on the grave of her faithful 

knight. 

Now, according to your logic, what do 
you mean by this line: 

O Freedom, fairest of all the dames! 


Why express '*Freedom" in the femi- 
niz gender? and does the “‘ fairest dame” 
wear bloomers and straddle a bike along 
with other ‘‘new women?” The other two 
last lines: 

A blossom and tear shall the lady bring 

To drop on the grave of her faithful 

knight, 

What lady? the ‘‘ fairest dame” Free- 
dom ?—and will this handsome knightess liv 
perennially to drop tears and blossoms ‘‘on 
the grave of her faithful knight?” Did this 
knight get killed in a joust, or did he ex- 
pire serenely in bed? What a spectacle! 
tears trickling down the comely cheeks of 
** Freedom!” Why weepest thou, ‘‘ fairest 
dame?" Isit because thou hast a lasting 
job of dropping blossoms? 

Now, Mr. Macdonald, by the light of 
your own logic, does not your lines reflect 
**jneongruities ?" According to your 
estimation, the similitudes, metaphors, 
and figures of speech of Burns, Byron, 
Shakspere, Shelley, Whittier, and Whit- 
man, and others, are all ‘‘incongru 
ities.” I am painfully surprised that a 
word- weaver of your prominence has failed 
to perceive this. If you were a king's jes- 
ter or ‘‘court critic,” the situation would 
be different. 

“I would ask if ‘argus-eyed monster’ is 
approved diction in Samoth, Ill?" you 
iuquire. At the present I am agnostic on 
that, but I intend soon to make a canvass 
of the place, and will report the success of 
the enterprise for your especial edifica- 
tion. Of course I must observe the time- 
worn conventionalities of Samoth, else I'm 
not ‘‘in the swim!” ‘‘ What is the matter 
with ‘hydra-headed ?'"  ** Hydra-head- 
ed ” is all right, although it may be a little 
bit soft in the upper story, like some luck- 
less wights who fall in ‘‘ love” and be- 
come ‘‘insane,” as though all of us, ac- 
cording to the specialist, hav a link or two 
lost and cankered in our complex mental 
machinery. 

You ask in a sort of ‘‘spooney” fashion 
if there's any ‘‘serse” in this question: 
** Is not ‘love’ the theme of the poet, the 
plot [!] of the novelist, the background 
[!!] of the artist, and the forte [can he 
mean motiv?], of the musician, and with- 
out ‘love’ would not all these be a lost 
art?” 

I retort, Yes, sir! Could there be any 
poetry without the poet ? Any art without 
the artist ? Any music without the musi- 
cian? And am I not justified in declaring, 
figurativly speaking, that without ‘‘love” 
the theme of the poet, and the plot of the 
novelist, etc., is futil? ‘‘Love” could 
not wholly be the theme of poetry, nor the 
plot of the novel, since it would monopo- 
lize the business, but it can wholly be the 
theme of the poet, aud the plot of the nov- 
elist. See? Relativ to the ‘‘ motiv of the 


musician,” why dabble in the words of 
“ alliteration,” after almost exhausting 
your vocabulary of invectivs on the same? 

He says: ‘‘I hav not deprecated the 
sentiment of patriotism, though I hold 
that dying for a problem is a poor way to 
solve it, and that a man who will forfeit 
his life to maintain any government as yet 
established is sfilicted with an excess of 
enthusiasm.” When the bugle of war blew 
a blast in each patriot’s ear, and Father 
Abraham kept his steady hand upon the 
helm of the Old Ship of State, three hun- 
dred thousand more chivalric sons re- 
sponded to his call for volunteers. 
South the black man labored for little food 


and lashes; and over the question of slav-. 


ery the South seceded and stigmatized the 
map of the Union. In fancy we can see 
them all-John McBride, my father, 
Henry Macdonald, yonr father. Your 
father was numbered with the slain, 
along with 279,376 brave privates pan- 
oplied with glory; my father is to-day 
a physical wreck. Did not your father 
and those heroes die to **solve the prob- 
lem" of slavery and secession? And did 
they not nobly succeed? And would you, 
as a patriotic soldier's son, accuse them of 
being ‘‘ afflicted with an excess of enthusi- 
asm?" **T pause for a reply.” 
Cumas. D. MoBnipx. 


Mr. Eprror: Your correspondent, Mr. 
McBride. is improving. He is evidently 
stirred to his profoundest depths, and a 
person so -roiled is sure to write more 
vigorously than when merely waiting for 
his dinner. If his championship of the 
tender passion does not win him the last- 
ing regard of all young women who agree 
with him, then chivalry is dead. Ibelieve, 
thou h, that a warrior bold with spurs of 
gold, singing merrily his Jay, and therein 
vowing to liv for love or die, is still appre- 
ciated by some members of the female 
sex. Touching that peculiar state of con- 
sciousness known as the feeling of love, I 
might point to the killings, the suicides, 
and the various abuses (80me sixteen per 
cent of the whole) having their rise in this 
aberration of the intellect, but a sense of 
eompassion, which I admit to be unscien- 
tific, deters me from drawing a statistic 
on Mr. McBride. Sometime when, in- 
stead of writing a composition for THE 
Traore SEEKER, he takes his pen in hand 
to inform his Dulcinea of the condition of 
his mind towards her; and when, years 
afterwards, he reflects on what he said to 
her, this little discussion will recur to him 
end he will acknowledge that I was more 
than half right. In which opinion his 
Dulcinea, if she be then his wife, will doubt- 
less coincide. The seriousness of the love 
madness is diminished by the circum- 
Stance that it is temporary, and in general 
the cure may besafely entrusted to nature. 
I hav not recommended an insane asylum, 
and am surprised that Mr. McBride should 
accuse me of having done go. 

Concerning the lines of poetry your cor- 
respondent has adduced, it is of course 
admitted that all of their peculiarities, in- 
cluding rhythm and rhyme, are introduced 
for effeot. Whether or not the effeot is 
bad, the reader must judge. But what is 
permissible in poetry may be wholly out of 
place in prose writing 

Isee that Mr. McBride does not grasp 
the point of my criticism of his dogmatic 
octopus. The fact is, the figure is defectiv, 
because dogmas are altogether foreign to 
the octopus. Orthodoxy has been Jikened 
to the octopus for the reason that it has 
many arms or tentacles (which reach into 
the state house, the court, the school, and 
the home), and therein lies the force of the 
comparison. Mr. McBride's acknowledg- 
ment of fallibility in the matter of gram- 
mar givs hope that his present opinion 
on the correctness of his figures may not 
be final. As to ‘‘argus-eyed” and ‘‘hy- 
dra-headed,” the former means no more 
than a watchful jailer, while the latter sig- 
nifies a multifarious evil, or an evil having 
many points of action, and ‘‘ hence not to 
be repressed hy a single effort.” One may 
be argus-eyed and yet benevolent, while 
the hydra-headed is totally bad. Mr. Mo- 
Bride meant hydra-headed when he wrote 
the church down as argus-eyed. He has 
not as yet acquired the habit of fixing an 
idea clearly in his mind before transferring 
it to paper. 

Concerning Freedom and Thomas Paine, 
Mr. McBride’s remarks are somewhat 
trifling. Freedom is frequently personi- 
fied as a woman, and there is nothinz 
out of the way, thatI can see, in the notion 
of her weeping at the grave of Thomas 
Paine, her devoted champion. We are 
told that she shrieked when Kosciusko 
fell. Says Mr. McBride: ‘‘Now, Mr. 
Macdonald, by the light of your own logic, 
does not your lines reflect incongruities?” 
I must reply that I do not thipk that my 
lines does. He also misses the point in 
syntax which I raised over his query 
whether the poet, painter, novelist, and 
musician, without love, would not be '*a 
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lost art.” Since these are not an art, 
but its agents, they might become lost 
artists, but not ‘‘a lost art." My idea 
was to prompt Mr. McBride to find out the 
meaning of his own mental operations and 
then to express that meaning in terms 
which would convey it to the minds of his 
readers. I suggested ‘‘motiv” as a sub- 
stitute for the **forte" of the musician 
because, in music, forte means powerful, 
while motiv has reference to the subject. 
Musical composition may be, in one sense, 
the forte of the musician, but his theme is 
called the motiv, or motivo. The misuse 
of terms is almost as immoral as untruth- 
fulness. 

Mr. McBride’s Aenial that he ‘‘ exerted 
any painstaking efforts’? when writing his 
essay makes us wish dinner had been: 
ready sooner; also to hope that the cook 
was more conscientious than the writer. 
Really, Charles, you should be ashamed 
of that confession. for whenever you offar 
an essay for publication you should ba 
able to say: ‘‘ Here are the best thoughta 
nn this snbjsct that hav come to me. and I 
hav chosen my words with the greatest 
care that I am capable of exercising. Ra- 
spect for mv readers and for mvself would 
deter me from doing less." You would 
algo practice condensation and save the 
Editor the trouble of flipping so much 
froth off your communications with a blue 
pencil before they are set up. 

The closing paragraphof Mr. McBride’s 
letter is bunpsombe. He shon!d hav re- 
served it for July 4. E. M. 


Book Notes. 


Boston Ideas says of W. H. Maple’s new 
book, **No Beginning, or the Fundamental 
Fallacy ” : ‘‘ The book is an immense sat- 
isfaction. It begins with a true premis. 
Tt stands on firm foundation. It has a 
deeply earnest motiv. ‘It manifests fresh- 
ness of thought in all directions. Mr. 
Maple makes with his words a verv clear 
path before the reader's thoughts. He does 
not attempt to confuse by intricacies of 
dissection, though necessarily the depths 
to which he delves throw up to light many 
& problem-working utterance. Straight- 
forward clearness marks his method of 
placing abstractions in the mould of con- 
creteness. Mr. Maple’s book is one of 
whose publicatiou to be glad. It places 
certain truths powerfully before the read- 
er’s thought, and it keeps so concentrated- 
ly to the point of expressing itself clearly 
and directly as to constitute, asa champion 
of reason, one of the very strongest of 
essays we hav ever read. Price of the 
book $1. Address Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 


A volume of 139 pages bearing the title 
of ** Crimes of Preacoers in the United 
States and Canada” may be accounted 
among the oddest literary curiosities of 
the day. The work. which purports to 
contain a list of offenses committed by 
pastors of churches of all denominations, 
was first published in 1881, and the pres- 
ent volume is the fifth ed‘tion of the book 
and brings the list of offenders down to. 
the present year. The list is transcribed 
from newspapers, and certainly makes an 
imposing array of crime committed by 
professed teachers of morality and re- 
lision. ([‘‘Crimes of Preachers” New 
York: The Truth Seeker Company. Price 
25 cents.) - San Francisco Call. 


Thoy silently wandered, iu pairs, and alone, 
But took the directiou the halo had flown, 
And snou, lyiug uuder the southernmost wal, 
They found the great halo, not damaged at all. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


j f ILLI'STRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical aud the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavette Pl. New York. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Reterendum, 


By J. W SULLIVAN. 
Price, 26 cents. Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER, 
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@hildren’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


. Lament of a Little Girl. 


My brother Will, he used to be 
The nicest kind of girl; 

He wore a little dress like me, 
And had his hair in curl. 

` We played with dolls and tea-sets then 

And every kind o! toy, 

But all those good old times are gone— 
Will's turned into a boy. 


Mamma has made him little suits, 
With pockets in the pants. 

And cut off all his yellow curls 
And sent them to my aunts. 

And Will, he was so Pleased, I believe 
He almost jumpad with joy, 

But I must own I didn't like 
Will turned into a boy. 


And now he plays with horrid tops 
I don’t know how to spin 

And marb:es that I try to shoot, 
But never hit or win. 

And leap-frog—I can’t giv a back 
Like Charley, Frank, or Roy. 

Oh, no one knows how bad I feel 
Since Will has turned a boy. 


Ihav to wear frocks just the same, 
And now they're mostly white. 
I hav to sit and just be gozd, 
While Will can climb and fight, 
But I must keep my dresses nice, 
And wear my hair in curl, 
And worse—oh, worsest thing of all!— 
Ihav to stay a girl. 
—Pniladetphia Item. 


A Letter from a Musical Student. 


Dear Miss Wrixon: Perhaps you hav 
not forgotten my having occasionally writ- 
ten you from Canon City, Col. About six 
months ago, in the freshness of their 
spring robe, I left, for a time, the wild and 


beautiful Rockies for the purpose of st- |} 


tending the musical department of ‘‘ Beth- 
any College and Conservatory of Music” 
in this little Swedish world, or Young 
Sweden as it is familiarly known. Often 
hav I—in the heat of summer—sighed for a 
breath of the cooling western breeze and a 
draught from some rippling mouutain- 
stream or gushing spring. 

This little Swedish settlement is situated 
in the valley of the Smoky river, and is 
one of those numerous central points of 
the United States. It is also a central 
point of its own individual state. The 
town is small, surrounded by an extensiv 
farming country, and these, the sturdy 
folk from the land of the midnight sun, are 


PRESENTS :: FOR 


NNN RN Ree 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. 


our Hundred Years of Freethought. From 


Columbus to Ingersoll. By Samuel P- 
Putnam. 148 full-page half-tone por- 
traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 
and philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. Large octavo, 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 
edges. Price, £5. 


Aight Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- 


ics as Understood by a Student of Science. 
“Right Living ” is well bound in cloth 
and printed on £ood paper. Price, $1. 


A Unofficia: Patriot. A Historical Story 


of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


Tre Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

Id Testamest Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times. Two volnmes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

fegersoll's Prose Poems and Selections. 


From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 

cloth. $2.50; tree calf, $9. Cheaper cloth 

edition from same plates, $1.50. 
[rgersoir s Principal Works: Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; Wnat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, &5. 

A Prose Poem. With Pictures of 


Colonel Ingersoll and Grandchild. By R. 
G. Ingersoll. In color, on boards, beveled, 
gilt edges, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1: 


The Creation of Ged. By Dr. J. Hart- 
mann. Red cloth, $1. 


Pleasure an?‘ Progress. By A. M. Lorentz» 
LL.B. Cloth, $:. : 


Life. 


22x28, 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. A Libermi book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev= 
eral persons. . 

We have quite a number of books Bppropriately 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pao. 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose : 


he World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 

ers. 1,075 pages. Svo. Oloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morooco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Martyrdom of Man. By Winwood Reade 
Cloth, $1. 

Pfanabook of Freethought. By W. 8. Bell. 
Cloth, $1. 

Photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll 
50 cents. 

Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Giltstamp. $1.25. 

A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


|/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half caf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

parwi» and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 


Tt Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers! Children's Story-book 
ever issued 66 full-page illustrations and 
25 smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 


broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes, The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 


cloth, $5. 
arton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway’s Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; oloth, gilt top, 
2. 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the," Deeline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum Cloth, $2. 


Force and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $8; velum 
cloth, $1.50. 


Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 
Qosmian Hymn Book. With musie to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


wee” For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. s 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


and painting are artists of a high order. 
The little Swedish settlement is even now 
noted for itsmusic and art. An auditorium 
with a seating capacity of four thousand 
was lately completed and dedicated to edu- 
cation by a series of six grand concerts, 
which were, through rain and mud, at- 
tended by fully three thousand people. 
We had a chorus of three hundred voices 
and & band and orchestra of over one 
hundred pieces. Yes, on this occasion the 
Storm king favored us once again. He 
has been quite attentiv the passt season, 


a live, industrious, and prosperous people. 
They are in this particular progressiv and 
jusily proud of their educational facilities, 
Bethany is young and growing steadily. 
It may be truly ssid that religion is the 
only whim these people tolerate. (Is there 
no possibility of our people establishing 
au institution even better through the ex- 
tinction of this relic ?) Its art, its music, 
its literary work, all its educational re- 
sources, are of high order. The school is 
& Lutheran institution and although su- 


perstition is thoroughly diffused through- 
out, I am glad to say that in at least one 
particular it is not of the radical orthodox 
type. 

A few days since, I heard a new student 
—to use a Western expression, a tender- 
foot—in the mathematical department de- 
fine Algebra to a younger student ss ‘‘a 
species of arithmetic;” therefore I feel 
safe in saying that this Lutheran supersti- 
tion is a species rather than a branch of 
the old tree. . 

The people are constant attendants at 
church, but, unlike many other sects, they 
` are rather liberal on the first day of the 
week and seem not so fearful that they 
will desecrate the ‘‘ American Sabbath.” 
The day with them is never too good on 
which to perform necessary work. We 
often hav on Sunday band entertainments 
in the park or practice for chorus, band, 
or orchestra when 2 concert is near at 
hand. Although other sects might take a 
week day for it, should circumstances re- 
quire it, they might even swear on Sun- 
day. 

The students of the school number over 
four hundred, The professors of music 


particularly on noted occasion. 
at intervais he has allowed to some extent 


However, 


a realization of what a dry season in Kan- 
888 means. 

Daring the past summer, living near the 
open windows of a popular church, F re- 
ceived many a draught of religious enthu- 
siasm, which, together with the hot winds, 
were sufficient warnings of the ‘‘ wrath to 
come.” I now hav a better realization of 
that distant clime. 

I once overheard 8 conversation on 
** Books," by a compary of young people. 
One of the company—a young man—was 
dilating on the attractiv features of a cer- 
tain religious work. His remarks were 
concluded with the statement that the 
book contained the most ‘‘ graphic descrip- 
tion of heaven" which he had ever had the 
pleasure of reading. It struck me as on & 
parallel with that exclamation so ofien 
used by Christians on beholding a so-called 
likeness cf Christ—''Oh, how very nat- 
ural.” Not having made their acquaintance 
I was unable to ascertain by what source 
the speaker was enabled to judge of a de- 
scription of & country so unknown and re- 


mote. However, returning tomy subject, I 


hav the past summer felt that, had I suffi- 
cient command of geographical terms, I 
might giv a ‘‘graphic” description of the op- 
posit region. At any rate, I can now in bet- 
ter grace pardon Dante for his ‘‘ Infernal 


Regions,” as I hav been able to feel some- 


thing akin to the probable inspiration of 
Holmes in his production of ‘“‘ The Hot 
Season." 


But autumn, with its frosty mornings, 


sunny noons, and beautiful sunsets, is with 


us once again. Weneed think no more of 
the heated summer winds until their re- 
turn, and let us hope some western gold 
excitement, or the redemption of silver, 
will then hav called us where, through the 
beautiful pines, sigh the cool, fresh breezes 
of far away mountain-tops, where snow 
and flowers are companions even on a mid- 
summer day. ORELLA Locke, 
Lindsborg, Kansas. 


No Quarrel With Jesus. 


A friend of mine living in Middlebury, 
Vermont, told me of an old farmer who 
lived in a neighboring village and who, at 
the age of 96, found the ‘‘ machinery ” re- 
fusing ifs work as in former days and so 
made up his mind that he must die. The 
old man, though a sometime attendant on 
church, was not a member, but he had a 
pious daughter, who called in her clergy- 
man (Rev. Mr. Bacon) to see her father. 
The clergyman, among other questions, 
asked the old man if. he had made his 
peace with Jesus. ‘‘Made my peace with 
Jesus?” said the nonogenarian, ‘‘ why, he 
and I never had any quarrel.” 

This is & true story. 

Henry M, TABEB, 


Correspondence. 


New Yor« City, Oct. 27, 1895. 

Deak Miss Wixon: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. Quite a length of 
time has passed away, however, since I last 
wrote. I am now in the sixth grade in the 
grammar department. I hav been at the 
head of my class ever since I was promoted 
into it in September. 

My mother and grandpa (L. G. Reed) 
took me to Hardman's Hall to hear you at 
the Freethought Congress last evening. 
We all thought your lecture was splendid. 
I wanted to hear Miss Wixon very much, 
for I hav some books written by you. 

I am a Freethinker now, and mean to be 
one always. Often the girls in school ask 
me what my religion is? My answer is al- 
ways, ‘ʻI hav none." I take music les- 
sons. and hay some very pretty pieces. 

Your loving friend, ESTELLE Borp. 

[My dear Estelle, it would hav been a 
great pleasure to hav taken you by the 
hand at Hardman Hall, also your mamma 
and grandpa. When the girls at sohool 
ask you what your religion is, tell them it 
is to do good and be good.—Ep. C. C.] 


Bzarrzvus, Ky., Nov. b, 1895. 
Drar Miss WixoN: I thought I would 
write to the Corner ouce more. It has 
been nearly a year since I wrote last. I 
hav been reading the Children's Corner 
every time papa gets Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
and I think Aunty Bright's lecture was 
very nice. My papa has a large picture of 
Thomas Paine and also the complete works 
of Paine. Papa is going to celebrate his 
(Paine's) birthday by inviting some of his 

friends and sending up some fireworks. 
We had quite an exciting time at our 
Bellevue schools this week. The school 
board tried to hav the Bible read in 
school, but the mayor and papa and a 
great many more of the people would not 
allow it. My teacher is a Catholic, and 
mamma says that if they read the Bible in, 
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school she (my teacher) would hav the 
right to bring her prayer-book, 

ou asked me some questions when I last 
wrote you which I cannot answer, as I am 
only eleven years old, and do not know 
enough, but hope to be able to answer 
them some day. Neru J, HELD. 


[An interesting letter, which we trust 
may be followed by others from Nellie. 
Papa has helped to gain a great victory in 
excluding the Bible from the public 
schools, Such schools should be entirely 
secular, — Ep. O. O.] 


Health and Happiness. 
IL — OBSERVATIONS ON THE ART OF NUBBING. 

Birth is a physiological process quite in 
harmony with the natural laws which pre- 
vail throughout the vegetable and animal 
kingdoms. The new product inherits all 
the parental properties which are the in- 
herited qualities of those parents’ ances- 
tors, in addition to the tendencies acquired 
during the period of their existence. But 
although the infant at birth possesses all 
these endowments, the experience, culture, 
and education must begin anew with every 
newly born being. All mothers of the in- 
telligent class of animals nurse, aid, care 
for, and nourish their young more or less. 
This is especially noticeable among birds 
and mammals. 'The infant of the higher 
vertebrate class is, for a time at least, de- 
pendent on its maternal parent for sup- 
port. She watches over her babe, protects, 
guides, trains, and instructs it, and, so to 
speak, prepares it for an independent ex- 
istence. She exhibits all the primary 
qualities of maternal duty, and, with in- 
stinctiv motherly love, carefully guards 
her young against unnecessary exposure 
orinjary. She is not without solicitude, 
anxiety, and pity, and, according to the 
intelligence she possesses, usually makes 
every exertion to surround the little one 
with all the comfort in her power to be- 
stow. The human mother, endowed with 
intelligence of the highest degree, shouid 
be still more. watchful in the particular 
care she givs her young, which contributes 
so largely to her own happiness. A mother 
who wishes to hav her babe healthy, well- 
nourished, and prosperous must be observ- 
ant, diligent, and painstaking, that she 
may notice every change in the infant in 
case anything occurs that is not quite in 
conformity with health. 

Size of the Infant. The body of the 
child at the moment of birth varies in 
length from 16 to 21 inches, The male in- 
fant generally measures one inch and a 
quarter more than the female. It inoreases 
during the first month about one quarter 
to one-half inches in length, one inch for 
the second month, five-eighths of an inch 
for the third, and one-quarter to three- 
eighths for the following months. The 
child increases in size, during the first 
year, about seven and a half inches; for 
the second year about three and five- 
eighths inches; for the third year two and 
three-fourths inches; for the fourth and 
fifth year about two and a half inches; and 
in the six following years about two and a 
quarter inches a year. The size of the 
child doubles during the first six years. 
An insufficient alimentation (or feeding), 
serofulous bones, rickets, ete., retard the 
growth; acute febril (feverish) diseases act 
in the opposit way; a too rapid growth en- 
feebles the child and makes it pale and 
thin, and it requires nourishment and hy- 
gienic attention accordingly. 

Weight of the Infant. The weight of 
the infant varies from five to nine pounds, 
and averages about six and a half pounds 
at the time of birth. The male weighs more 
than the female, there being a difference 
of from four to eight ounces. Immedi- 
ately after birth, the child loses weight 
in consequence of the evacuation of meco- 
nium and urin, and the elimination by 
the skin and lungs—a loss not counter- 
balanced by the alimentation, which is not 
yet very abundant. The diminution of 
weight continues for about the first three 
or four days, the loss in all being about 
three or four ounces. Frequently, on the 
first day, the diminution is three and a 
quarter ounces, and ceases about the third 
or fourth day, if the child is nourished 
naturally, or a little later if nourished arti- 
ficially. The average increase of weight 
is from three fourths of an ounce to one 
ounce per day during the first five months; 
from five to seven ounces the seven follow- 
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ing months, and it weighs at the end of the 
year about twenty-one pounds, almost the 
triple of its initial weight. At seven years 
of age the child weighs nearly twice as 
much—forty to forty-five pounds—and at 
the age of fourteen, the weight is ninety 
pounds, more or less The weight of the 
adult is twenty times the weight of the 
newly born. It is important, in order to 
be well assured that the nourishment of 
the infant by the mother is satisfactory, 
to ascertain, by weighing it regularly, 
whether the increase in weight is normal. 
The infant ought to be weighed immedi- 
ately after birth, as soon as dressed, The 
weighing should be repeated every two 
or three days, always at the same hoar, 
during the first few weeks; then every 
eight days up to about six months, and 
every fifteen days during the rest of the 
year. The time selected for these exami- 
nations ought to be furthest removed from 
the last nursing, and the result written 
down in a book kept for that purpose. 
Thus the mother may learn the actual in- 
crease of the weight of her baby. An in- 
erease of weight of about two-thirds of an 
ounce to one ounce per day during the 
first month may be considered nor- 
mal, and all children who do not gain 
two-thirds of an ounce per day may be re- 
garded as ailing or badly nourished. To 
this rule there are exceptions, however. 
The Temperature of the infant at birth 
is slightly higher than that of the mother; 
later, it is the same asin the adult. (Nor- 
mal temperature, 99.5.) M. D. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


ié . » 
Intercourse Between the Soul and Body. 
By EmannelSwedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 
Interestin books by same anthor: 
* Four Leading Doctrines,” 247 pp... 
5 Divine Love and Wisdom, ? 948 pp. 
4 Divine Providence,” 3% PP.,....5 
« Conin ngal Love,” 472 . 
“True Christian Religion," 982 1 
* Apocalypse Explained,’ Prole. r $ Cin ES 
Bend for Descriptive Catalogue to ihe American 
Swedenborg Printing and Pnblishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


TWO DOLLARS FOR ONE 


“THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ^ 


The only paper published for the yonng that is 
free fromsnperstition. One year 50 cents. Six 
months, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Little 
Freethinker has ‘been enlarged and improved 
andis now a paper Liberals may be prond of. 
Ill send Little Freethinker, Fooies Health 
Monthly, and The Mayflower Magaztne one 
vear, the Home, a 16-page story paper, and twelve 
fine flowering bnlbs of different kinds, ali for $1. 
Address ELMINA D. SLENKER, 
4t42 Snowville, Pulaski county, Va. 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


This little book goes down to the very bed-rock 
of hnman liberty, 
Price, - - 25 cents, 


Address ` THE TRUTH SEEEER. 


Tuirty Years IN THt BUSINESS. 
ESTABLISHED 1865. 


E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Commission Merchants. 
Fruits ¿Vegetables 


Apples, Eggs, 


Oranberries, Oheese. . 
Potatoes, ri " 
Butter, Frnits, eto. 


Promptness our main object. Correspondence 
solicited. Car lots a specialty. 


We fill Orders for All Kinds of Prodnce. 
141 So. Water Ts Chicago 


i 


My Repairing Department 


Is now complete. I have facilities to Molec 
closely regulate and reimrn watches or 3d 
day. No better work in the world " Sinta 
wanted in every town in the United States where 
watches are bntchered insteed of restored Many 
are now making money but mauy wore can make 
money easy by 8ending me the work of their 
friends and neighbors. Apply for terms, also 
send for price lists of Watches, Diamonds, Jew- 
elry, Silver-ware, eto. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Designer of 
The Otto Wettstein Watch; The Ingersoll Sou- 
venir Spoon, and The Popular Free- 
thought Badge. 
Established 1857 ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Correspondents Wanted 


With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the ages of 20 and40 years. Address L. O. I., care 
Trnth Seeker office. 10137 


Cheap Tracts for Distribution 
Start Christians Thinking. 


If yon want terse, trenchant reading matter, to 
act as '"Eye-openers," in doing “ Missionary 
Work,” convenient to hand to neighbors, friends 
and all inqniring persons, send for a supply of 
these valnable little evangels of trnth. 


"They range in price from one to ten cents each. 
They are so low in price that thousands of gen- 
erons-hearted persons can afford to bny them for 
grainitous distribntion. Too many of them can- 
not be spread broadcast over onr land. Sent, 


post-paid, by mail. 


An Antidote Analyzed, Ex osing t the Pon 
sistenoy of € of Christians Generally. H. Clay 
Astro-i'heology. L. L Dawson. Showing the 
story of Christin the New Testament to 
be bnt an Allegorical representation of 
the snn's course throngh the different 
zodiacal sign8......... eese 
Apostios of Christ Anstin Holyoake.. 
Tne Bible God Disproved by Nature 
Coleman...........-. eere 
Bible Idolatry. Robert G. Ingerso 
‘she Bible: Is it Reliableas a Gnide? C. Watts. 
Blasphemy and the Bible. C B Reynolds..... 
Tne Book of Esther. A Specimen of What 
Passes as the Inspired Word of God..... 


5 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. €. Max Mulier.... 5 


Constantine the Great, Portraying the Ini- 
quie of the First Christian Emperor. 


H. Preston..... 2... eee eene 3 


The Comstock Postal Law Unconstitn:ional. 
his is the statnte onder which Mr. J. 

. Wise is now 1indict.d for sending a 

verse from s Bibie through the mail.) 


Wakeman......... «eerte 10 


T. B. 
Ornelty and Crodulity of the Human Race. 


T. DanielArter.............. c eee 2 
Christianity a Borrowed &ystem. Bennett. 2 


Christianity: Its Nature and Tafnenss on 


Civilization. Charles Watts . T |5 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts ....... 2 


The Uhristian Faith. 203 OQnestions Withont 


Sw. 

Christian Mysteries. A Dialogue between a 
Christian Missionary and a Chinese 
Mandarim .ercve pee rr asARE eL wun EY 

The Christian Sabbath. John E Remsburg.. 


2 
5 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, C. Watts. H 


The Church and Educasion. Anti-Jesuit..... 
The Church and Freethonght. Franklin 


Steiner............. eee ee wt ut 10 


Oongress and Snnday Laws. (Shall tho Maiis 
be Stopped on Snnday?) By the Editor 
of The Truth Seeker.. 

The Constitution and Holy ‘Days ‘and. Holi. 
days. 8 P Pntnam... 


The Devil’ a Due Bills, or Give thə Devil His 

Due. JóhnSyphers.. Xea 
Daniel in the Lion’ s Den. D. M. Bennett.. ... 
Daniel, the Dreamer. A Biblical Biography. 


3 
1 
Constructive Rationalism. Annie Besant.. 1 
2 
2 


Anstin Holyoake...........ssssceceeeeeere 5 
Decadence of Christianity... ..........+....0++. 1 
The Declice of Faith. J i$ Remsbnrg........ 5 


Defense of Secular Principles. Chas. Satis. 2 


Does there Exist a Moral Governor of the 


niverse? Anstin Holyoake. 3 


Donbts of Infidels. Questions by a Weak bnt 
incere Christian......... ......... sees 


5 
The Ethics of Religion, W. K. Clifford, F.R.S. 5 


Evolution Teaches Nett Neither Athei-m nor Ma- 
terialis 


Brigham M.D.......... 
Evolntion ot Israel's God. AL. Rawson ies 5 
Essays on Miracles. Desa 8 10 
Father. Son, aad Hor host. T PE Longshore 5 
The Fear of Death. Bennett. 5 
Fonndations. John Syphers........... 1 


Free Speech and Free Press. Percy Bysshe 


Shelley 
Few Words honk the Devil. Chas. Bradlaugh 


The Fruits of Christianity. Annie Besant.. 

German Liberalism. Mrs. Clara Neymann.. 

The Gospel of Christianity and the Gospel of 
Freethonght. AnnieBesant .. ......... 


1 
8 
Freethonght and Mod. Progress. Chas. Watta 3 
1 


2 
Has Mana Son}? Charles Bradlaugh......... 8 


Heaven and Hell: Where Sitnated? Anstin 


HOlVOaK6 ....«. ee ees tiiteni NISE ner cod 9 
Hereditary Transmission. Illnstrations of Its 

Ocenrrence. Prof. Lonis Eisberg........ 8 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlangh 3 
If You Take. Awa. My Religion V What Will Yon 

Give Mein Its Stesd B. Martin, M. m 3 


fs America the New Woran. L L Dawson... 10 


Infidelity. H. W. Beecher................seeeee 
Infidels and Charity. Franklin Steiner.. 
Ingersoll Catechised. ih Mr. Ingersci?'s 

Poem on, Hobert Bnrns 
Ingersoll on McGlIynn.......................... 
he Ills We VEndnre: Their Canse and Cure 


Obl. 11i ee qa torts odite 5 
Is the Bible ener bie? Annie Besant....... 2 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. John E Remsbnrg. 5 
The Jews and Their God. Isaac Paden 5 
Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh. 3 
Land Qnestion. Charles Bradleugh. 2 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoak s 2 
Lay Sermon. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 5 
Legend of Gantama Bnddha. Paralleling that 
of Jesus Christ..... ................. eeu 
Logic of D6ath: or, bU By Shonld the Atheist 
Fear to Die? J. Holyoake  .... 8 
The "oue of Life, Dedaced from the Princi- 
ples of Freethongnt. G.J. Holyoske.. 8 
Ladiorons Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol- 
PETITIE TELET TETTEL ITTA 5 
Liberty ro Morality. Moneure D. Conway. 3 
The Liberty of Printing Hon. E. P. Hnrlbnt. 38 
Literatnre of the insane F. R Marvin, M.D. 5 
“Manna.” Orthodox Descriptions of How 
People areoff in Hell...................... 1 
Materialism ani Crime. B F Underwood.. 5 
Moral Valne of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 8 
Moody's Sermon on Hell. A Oriticism of Re- 
vival Dootrine............... cee cee ceeees 1 
Natural Religion = Revealed Religion An 
nie Besant. 2 
New Life of Abraham. Charles Bradlangh... 3 
New Lifeof David. Charles Bradlangh...... 8 
New Tife of Jacoby Charles Braalangh...... "EE: 
New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlangh....... e 8 
New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlangh.. 3 
The New Faith. J.L Stoddard . 1 
The New Age. W.S Bell............ so: 
The oa Religions and the New. bt a cj 
On Eternal Torture. Annie Besant........... 2 
On Frayer, Annie Besant..................... 8 
On the Religions Education of Children. 
` Annie Besant. written dnring her 
Transition from Christianity.......... 2 
Open Letter e my Old Friends the Qnakers. 
1 
Orthodoxy. 1 10 
Our bond and Savior Jesns Christ. T E Lor - 
[NETT PTT FOEDE 5 
Paine and Wesley. John E Remsburg.. 5 
Plea for Impartial Taxation. S B Duryea, 7 
B Wakeman, G R Hawes.. 5 
Protestant Intolerance. John E Remsbnrg.. 5 
Philosophy of Secnlarism. Qharles Watts.... 2 
& Picture of the Jewish Jehovah as aeeeribed: 
by the Bible. Per dozen... ............ 10 
Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 


10 
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Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Condi- 
tion of the People. Charles Bradlaugh. 1 
Protestant Persecutions William Cobbatt.. 1 
uestions for Bible Worshipers............... 1 
he Relatjon of Witchcraft to Religion A. 9. ið 


nal Punishment. i Babcock....... 10 
Religion of Inhumanity. Frederic Harrison. 10 


. Repeal the Snnday Laws!  (Inclnding the 


* Origin of Sabbaths.") By the Editor of 
The Trnth Seeker................... e. Veo 8 
Revivalism Examined. A.G. Humphrey SOEUR 2 
A Remarkable Book a Heview of Greg's 
Oreed of Christendom. W. Donglas 
in Canadian Sp-ctator.. 
The Sate Side. H B Brown.. 
Science and Bible Antagonistic. Ghas. Wat 
A Becnlar Prayer. Anstin Holyoake.......... 1 
Secnlar Responsibility. G J Holyoake...... 2 
The Stage and the Puipit. Robt Angersoll. 3 
Snperrtition Displayed. Wm. Pitt’s Celebra- 
ted Letter to the Sects of Great Britain 1 
“ Science of the Bible." Being the Rev. John 
J: Jasper’ 8 Celebrated Sermon on Astrono- 


Thonghts on Atheism. Oan Man by Search- 
ing Findout God. Anstin Holvoake... 3 
The Theory of Evointion. Thomas H Hnxley 10 
The Trne Basis of Morality. Annie Besant.. 2 

The Trnth of History. Robert G Ingersoll. 

Reply to some of the Suuday-school 
tories Abont Hi:n.)................ eese 3 
Two Short Sermons. Rev. Theologicns...... . 1l 
Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlangh......... 3 

Were Adam and Eve Our Hirst Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh............ccceeeceeees 3 
What Did Jesus "Teach? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 8 
Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlangh.. 2 
When Did Panl Live? Scholasticns..... ..... 1 
Washington an Unbeliever. J E Remsburg.. 5 
WasChrist Crucified? Anstin Bierbower.. 10 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 fa ratto place, New York. 


NEW BOOKS 


ORT 6, INGERSOLL 


The Field -Ingersoll Discus- 
sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 

In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

When the Field-Ingersoll Oon- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Oolonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25c. 
This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 

This lecture is a considerdtion of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
‘reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Col- 
onel Ingersoll’s orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETT& PLACE, New York. 
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Jet for Parsons. |Stmt Good Pamphlets at Low Prices 


Nor iw Trape.—She: ‘‘A penny for your 
thoughts.” He: ''I hav none for sale. I 
am a free thinker." 


Frienp: ''Are you happy?" Spirit 
(through medium): ** Perfectly so.” ‘‘Can 
you state what has pleased you most since 
you leit us?" ‘‘The epitaph on my tomb- 
stone. It both amazes and delights me.” 
— Texas Sittings. 


JiNxs: '‘ Smithson strikes me as being & 
sort of religious broker, but I'm blamed 
if I ean tell whether he's a bull or a bear.” 
Filkins: '*Why not?" Jinks: ''Because 
he's long on countenance and short on 
works.” —Harlem Life. 


Sr. Peter: ‘‘ You had five different fail- 
ures while on earth, had you not?” 
Wraith: ** Yes, sir; but I always settled in 
full with my preferred creditors.” St. 
Peter: ‘‘ Well, I'll send for St. Paul, and 
if I can get him to refund to me, may be 
T'll let you in." — Puck. 


‘THE actions of some of these reform- 
erg," said the cornfed philosopher, ''re- 
mind me much of the way my father used 
to pull weeds in the garden for about a 
minute to show me how easy it was. Then 
he would go off and sit down in the shade 
and leave me to keep at it all the fore- 
noon.”—IJndianapolis Journal. 


A OLERGYMAN asked an uneducated wo- 
man whether she liked his written or un- 
written sermons the best. After thinking 
for a few moments she said: ‘‘ Why, I like 
you best without the book, because you 
keep saying the same thing over and over 
again; and that helps me remember what 
I hear a good deal better.” — T't- Bits, 


Tur Boston Journal says that Johnny 
and Willie, aged respectivly six and four 
years, were engaged in a hot discussion a8 
to their ages. Willie of course claimed to 
be the older of thetwo, whereupon Johnny 
replied: “You ain't either the oldest, 
'eause when I was born you wasn’t nuffin’ 
but dust layin’ round up in heaven.” 


A Saco young man who livs some dis- 
tance out of town went to church Sunday 
on his wheel and as he was setting off was 
spoken to by one of tbe good brothers and 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christiaa who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exvozing the Inconsistency of Christians 
generall H C Luse. . 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford. M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delnsions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 


Freethinker. 

FIRSE EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teacn- 
ers of the former ris D M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 

ress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n’s 
raternal attacks on Spiritnalism. 

THE GLORY OF IN¢IDELITY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. One 
of Samuel P. Putnam’s most brilliantlectnres. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic qnes- 
tion, * What Has Infidelity Done?” shonid be 
indnced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernatnrally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. , 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samnel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Condert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Clnb of New York. "Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thonghts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Con- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford & 
Protestant. 3 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
flnence Upon T Dr. Lonis Bnchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
ofthe New Testament One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD.  *'It is an open secret 


nal Pnnishment, Some Who Are Damned 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text, “The Clergy know that I 
know that wey do not know.” 

PERSONAL EXISI'ENCE AFTER DEATH 


IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 

MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 

WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 


of How. FREDERIOE Douarass and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the O1vil Rights Act 
is Unconstitntional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Uolonel Ingersoli’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the .cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washbnrn’s best lectnres, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T C 
Widd.combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the eviaence of the forgery of his 
alleged gospel. HJ Seignenret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 


CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 


CONYENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity. virtne, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Wr.tten before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bang the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inqnisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s anniversary of Voltaire's death. 
Translated by James Parton, anthor of the 
lif. of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth>, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. . 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyet's consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. — 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Ghrist's alleged acts whioh would lead one 
to that concinsion. LK Washburn. . 

WHY. DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostio Poems. Samuel P. Pn'nam. 
T^e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam's many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
andthe Real Not Dead, bnt Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Natnre's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and tne shorr poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 

ive Us 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


ROBERT Q. INGERSOLL. 


‘ In the nature of things there can Le 
no evidence to establish the claim 0; 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


that man has always made his Gods. They WILL HR COMING MAN WORSHIP 


exist in and throngh him, as the image exists ; h 
jn and through the mirror. Take away man | GOD?! BF Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


pnd yon tako away Goa mhe image vanishon:” l tore Durs 
s pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration ! 8. ; 
Kind of a God man should make. | WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


of what 


reproved for using a wheel on the Lord's 
day and especially for using it in going to 
church. 'The young man turned around 


Liberty for Man, 
W'ornan, and Child 


and looking at the horse that was covered 
with foam trom his journey in the hot sun, 
remarked that in his opinion it was much 
more Christian like to use a wheel on such 
a hot day than go to church with a horse 
and then let him stand in thesun. 'The 
deacon was squelched. 


Bripeer O'HooriBAN, an elderly Irish 
cook, had been induced to go to a quiet 
little suburban town to liv in a wealthy 
gentleman's family. 'Two weeks after her 
arrival she declared her intention of re- 
turning to the city. ''Why do you leave 
us, Bridget?" asked her mistress, in a 
grieved tone. ''We pay you the very 
highest wages." ‘‘Ye do, ma'am, an’ yer 
a perfect leddy. Oi'm not lavin' troo auny 
fault av de fam'ly, but this place is such a 
dead old place, wid no chance to do anny- 
thing loively in it, that, begorry, oi hav to 
mek up a pack o’ lies iv'ry toime oi go to 
confession, or oi'd hav nothing to confesh!” 
— Harper’s Drawer. 


Onannzs A. Davis has been training with 
Colonel ** Bob” 1ngersoll so long that his 
mind naturally runs on the future state of 
mankind.. He has an unfortunate impedi- 
ment in his speech, but says Ingersoll can 
talk enough for both of them. The other 
day he was sitting in his office in Broad- 
way gazing dreamily out of the window. 
An actor sauntered in and sat down by his 
side. ‘‘Charley” turned upon him those 
Jarge blue eyes of his and asked somewhat 
abruptly: ‘‘Are you an Ág-g-g.g-gnostio? ' 
** What's that? What’s that? What’s 
that?” asked the man, with a puzzled look. 
** D-d-d-do you believe in h-h-neli? Are 
you an Agnostic?” ‘‘Hell? Yes; I’m er 
— well. I’m again Roosevelt every tíme."— 
New York Herald. 


An editor, who died of starvation after 
making Dr. Tanner ashamed of himself, 
was being escorted to heaven by an angel 
who haa been sent for that purpose. 
** May I look at the other place before we 
ascend to eternal happiness?" asked the 
editor. ‘‘ Easy,” said the angel. So they 
went below and skirmished around, taking 
in the sights. The angel lost track of the 
editor and went around hades to hunt him 
up. He found him by a big furnace, fan- 
ning himself and gazing in rapture at a 
Jot of people in the fire. There was a sign 
on the furnace which read, ‘‘ Delinquent 
Subscribers.” ''Get a move on you," said 
the angel; ‘‘we must go.” *''You go on,” 
said the editor; ‘‘I am not coming. This 
is heaven enough for me.” 


Samnel P. Putnam. 
ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 


Robert G. Ingersoll. and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 


thodox Religion Dying Ont, Religions Deaths | 
and Births, fhe Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- | 
is- 


hammed, The Destrnction of Art, The D 
covery of America, Copernicns and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, ‘The Fall of Man. The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins.iration, Tne Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Jndgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, No Bible, No Civilization; i 

cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting ont Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 


RESS, A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 
cago. Oonsidering: The Canse of Woman's 
Snbjngation, The Canon Law snd Its Effects 
Upon H-r, Theology Never Helpfulto Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethonght the 
Benefactor of Woman. snsan H.Wixon 
WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Snffrage As- 
sociaiion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


' Mira- : for & dollar. 


Address 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will € 
Make You // Z4 
Laugh. 


m 


It will 
Corner 
the 
Parson, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


AQ Pages. 200 


CONTENTS. 


Snstaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, | 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 

A Queer Family, | 

Isaac and His * Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams. 
Holy Moses,  . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Bloodv Joshua, . 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God’s Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventnres of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Trnthful Saito: 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lajayette Pl, New York city, 


“ Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, ** will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet ia 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INaERSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Inezrsonz, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxarrsoLL’s Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 cents. 


NovzeMBzR 16, 1895] 


Ir we contemplate the method of Na- 
ture, we see that everywhere vast results 
are brought about by accumulating minute 
actions.— Herbert Spencer, 


Tanx about those subjects you hav had 
long in your mind, and listen to what 
others say about subjects you hav studied 
but recently. Knowledge and timber 
should not be much used until they are 
seasoned.—O. W. Holmes. 


Oxe might point out how the Renascence 
was great, because it sought to solve no 
social problem, and busied itself not about 
such things, but suffered the individual to 
develop freely, beautifully, and naturally, 
and so had great and individual artists, 
and great and individual men.— Anon, 


GovERNMENT cannot undertake to pro- 
tect the feelings of the people. Govern- 
ment can protect only the reputation, the 
person, and the goods of those who are 
under its jurisdiction. It cannot under- 
take to shicld from the annoyance of their 
own bigotry and intolerance, those who 
imagin that others should do as they do 
and believe as they believe.—American 
Sentinel. 


Ler us assure to the individual an in- 
creasing measure of personal freedom. 
Dissolve legal darkness, dissipate political 
clouds, break down all barriers of law 
which keep men apart. Let the Sunduy 
alone. The conscience will take care of the 
Sunday. Trust more to men and less to 
law. Do not spend too much time upon 
political movements. Remember the so- 
cial monitors and conventions—the un- 
registered gods, who, after all, are the 
preservers of social health and the inspir- 
ers of social development. Let the po- 
litical class disappear. Do not murder 
it. Outgrow it. Pass it by as the tree 
in autumn sheds its leaves.— Horace L. 
Traubel. 

WALT WHITMAN. 
Thou stood’st alone and sang’st thine un- 
schooled song, 
The crowds passed-on and 
hear : 
Or answered thy new music with a jeer; 
But still above the hootings of the tnrong 
Thy voice rose’ resolute, complacent, 
strong, 
Till one by one thy listeners drew near. 
And, when they heard, they marked thee 
as & peer 
Of those great souls that to all time belong. 
The pretty thoughts of pretty little men 
Were ist for thee to utter; strong and 
rude, 
Upwelling from an ever untamed heart, 
''hey flowed unhindered from an untamed 


did not deign to 


pen 

Thy soul, content in its own solitude, 

Refused the paints and pedantries of art. 
—Sam Walter Foss, in Conservator, 


Ir is the duty of every man to destroy 
the superstitions of his time, and yet there 
are thousands of men and women, fathers 
and mothers, who repudiate with their 
whole hearts the creeds of superstition, 
and still allow their children to be taught 
these lies. They allow their imaginations 
to be poisoned with the dogma of eternal 
pain. They allow arrogant and ignorant 
parsons, meek and foolish teachers, to sow 
the seeds of barbarism in the minds of 
their children—seeds that will fill their 
lives with fear and pain. Nothing can be 
more important to a human being than to 
be free and liv without fear. It is far bet- 
ter to be a mortal free man than an im- 
mortal slave. Fathers and mothers should 
do their utmost to make their children 
‘free. They should teach them to doubt, 
to investigate, to inquire, and every father 
and mother should. know that by the ora- 
dle of every child, as by the cradle of the 
infant Hercules, crawls the serpent of su- 
perstition, —Zngersotl. 


Eruwornoax in its true sense represents 
the application of the principles of induc- 
tiv philosophy to the products of man's 
faculties. You are aware that that philoso- 
phy proceeds from observed faots alone; 
it discards all preconceived opinions con- 
cerning these facts; it renounces all alle- 
giance to dogma, or doctrin, or intuition; 
1n short, to every form of statement that 
is not capable of verification. Its method 
of procedure is by comparison, that is, by 
the logical equations of similarity and di- 
versity, of identity and difference; and on 
these it bases those generalizations which 
range the isolated fact under the general 
law, of which it is at once the exponent 
and the proof. By such comparisons, eth- 
nology aims to define in clear terms the 
influence which the geographical and other 
environments exercise on the individual, 
the social group, and the race; and, con- 
versely, how much in each remains un- 
altered by the external fcrces, and what 
residual elements are left, defiant of sur- 
roundings, wholly personal, purely human. 
Thus, rising to wider and wider circles of 
observation and generalization, it will be 
able at last to offer a conclusiv and ex- 
haustiv connotation of' what man is—a 
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necessary preliminary, mark you, to that 


Gems of Shought. 


other question, so often and so ignorantly 
answered in the past as fo what he should 
be.— Prof. D. G. Brinton. 
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THE GALILEAN’S ARMY WON’T WASH. 
Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.—Mat. 


xv, 2. 
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JY ews of the (Deck. 


Ture is much disaffection in Turkey 
and revolution may come, 


A new ministry has come into power in 
Turkey with Hali Rifat Pasha as Grand 
Vizier. 


On Nov. 7th Timothy Healy was removed 
from the Executiv Committes of the Irish 
National League. 


THERE was a million-dollar fire at the 
corner of Broadway and Bleecker street, 
N. Y., on election night. 


Tur explosion of a locomotiv on the Le- 
high & Hudson railroad on Nov. 10th near 
Warwick, N. Y., killed four men. 


. Tur council of the Choctaw nation has 
deerced that discussion of land allotment 
is treagon and punishable with death. 


NzanLx all maritime traffic in and about 
New York harbor was stopped last week 
for more than five days owing to a dense 
fog. 

Five leaders in the Vegetarian riots in 
China in which English missionaries were 
Ee were beheaded at Foochow on Nov. 
7th. 


THERE is more trouble in Armenia, and 
extensiv massacres are reported, while re- 
forms are promised by the Sultan's govern- 
ment. 


Tux Spanish government will, it is said, 
ofter the Cubans modified home rule, and 
it is predicted that the latter will refuse to 
accept it. 


Mayor Srrona’s new board of Park 
Commissioners consists of W. A. Stiles, 
Samuel McMillan, Smith Ely, and 8. V. 
R. Cruger. 


Tse Leather Trust on Nov. 4th shut 
down the 100 tanneries under its control 
for 60 days, thus throwing 15,000 men out 
of employment. 


Srovux City is to hav a gluocse factory 
which will use 15,000 bushels of corn daily, 
and will be the second largest establish- 
ment of its kind in the world. 


Tux Chinese government has appointed 

Li Hung Chang Imperial Commissioner 

. Extraordinary to suppress the Durgans' 
rebellion in the Northwest provinces. 


REAR ADMIRAL Ropert W. SHUFELDT of 
the United States Navy died at Washing- 
ton on Nov. 7th. He was born in Red 
Hook, Dutchess Co., N. Y., Feb. 21, 1822. 


Aw overwhelming majority of the elec- 
tors of New York cast their ballots for the 
appropriation of $9,000,000 for the im- 
provement of the canal system of the state. 


Evaeent FIELD, the poet, died in Chicago 
of heart disease on the morning of Nov. 
4th. Mr. Field was also a humorist and 
journalist. He was born in St. Louis Sept. 
2, 1850. 


Tur new, Bourgeois, ministry in France 
has forced the retirement of M. Christo- 
phle, head of the Credit Foncier, and 
promises to reopen the question of the 
Panama scandal, 


On Nov. 7th fifty Brooklyn clergymen | representing an athlete, the figure fell over 
met and organized for the purpose of se- | and was smashed to pieces.” 
curing the enforcement of the Sunday ex- 
cise and Sunday laws in that city. 


Tar morning dailies are rapidly coming 
down to one cent. Two of the latest to 
reduce their price from two cents to one 
cent are the New York Morning Journal 
and the Chicago Zribune. 


Tue premises and plant of the Tilus- 
trated American were destroyed by fire 
on the morning of Nov. 10th. The build- 
ing contained the finest collection of pho- 
tographs and drawings in America. 


QUEEN RANAVALONA of Madagassar in 
the new treaty with France definitly rec- 
ognizes the French protectorate, ‘‘with 
all its consequences,” France will be rep- 
resented at Antananarivo by a resident- 
general, who will control all external ques- 
tions and dealings with foreigners, as well 
88 the interior administration of the island. 
France assumes no responsibility with re- 
gard to engagements, debts, or conces- 
sions that the government of the queen 
may hav undertaken prior to the signing 
of the treaty. This would seem to indicate 
that the Waller concession would not be 
interfered with if its legality can be main- 
tained. 

Taur Democrats of Albany elected James 
Campbell Matthews recorder by a majority 
of 2,000. It is said to be the most sub- 
stantial honor ever conferred on a Negro- 
American. The recorder of the city of 
Albany has the power to perform all the 
acts and duties that may be performed by 


InsuRGENT victories are reported from 
Cuba, and public meetings in Philadelphia, 
Boston, and elsewhere in the United States 
adopt resolutions demanding the recog- 
nition of the belligerency of the revolu- 
tionists. 


New York Spiritualists hav brought out 
& play, called ** Miracula," said to hav been 
written under the direotion of the spirit of 
Bartley Campbell The opening perform- 
anee was given on Nov. 8th at the town 
hall, Flushing, L. I. 


Tar Detroit Journal building was 
wrecked by a boiler explosion on Nov. 
6th. More than thirty bodies hav already 
been taken out and there are also a large 
number of injured, The collapsed part 
included the mailing department, the en- 
gin and the stereotypers, and also Hiller 
& Co.’s book bindery. : 


HERR LurGENAU, a Socialist leader, who 
has been returned to the German Reich- 
stag after a reballot in the district of Dort- 
mund, has been sentenced to five months' 
imprisonment on the charge of treason for 
reproducing in his newspaper, the Arbeiter- 
Zeitung, an article headed, ‘‘Another of 
These Imperiai Speeches." 
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a judge of the superior court in chambers, 
including proceedings supplementary to 
execution; he may sit in the court of 
Special Sessions; is ex-officio member of 
several important boards; in certain vases 
he acts with the state Board of Canvas- 
sers in canvassing election returns, and 
Lin case of riot he may eall out the militia 
in his jurisdiction to aid the civil authori- 
ties in suppressing violence. In 1885 Presi- 
dent Cleveland selected Mr. Matthews to 
succeed Fred Douglas as Recorder of the 
District of Columbia, but the Senate re- 
jected the nomination, the opposition be- 
ing led by John J. Ingalls, who coined the 
expression, ‘‘A black Democrat is a mon- 
Strosity." 


Tur results of the elections on the 5th , 
inst. are, briefly, these: The Republicans 
carried Ohio by a plurality of about 100,- 
000, defeating Ex-Governor Campbell, 
Democrat. In the legislativ districts the 
Republican plurality is much greater, giv- 
ing the Republicans a very large majority 
and insuring the election of a United States 
Senator of that party to succeed Brice, 
Democrat. In Pennsylvania the Ropub- 
licans were triumphant by a majority of 
about 170.000. New York is Republican 
by 97,000, and the legislature is over- 
whelmingly Republican. In the city, 
Tammany won by about 20,000, electing 
all its candidates, while the Democratic 
state ticket ran ahead of Tammany some 
80,000, In the 10th Congressional district 
Amos Cummings, Democrat, was elected 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
Campbell, Republican. In Kentucky, 
Bradley, Republican, is elected governor 
over Hardin, Democrat, by a plurality ap- 
proaching 10,000. The legislature is also 
Republican, giving them a United States 
Senator, another gain. Maryland also 
went Republican, electing Loundes gov- 
ernor by a plurality of 19,000 The legis- 
lature will elect a Republican U. S. Senator 
to succeed Gibson, Democrat. Republican 
successes in Kentucky and Maryland are 
remarkable. In Mississippi the Democrats 
won by 25,000. Utsh adopted the new 
constitution and becomes the 45th state, 
giving the Republicans two more United 
States Senators. Massachusetts reélected 
Greenhalge, Republican, governor by a 
plurality of about 65,000. Au unofficial 
advisory vote was taken on the question of 
municipal suffrage for women, both men 
and women voting, and the proposition 
was defeated by an adverse majority of 
77,000. In Nebraska the Republicans de- 
feated the Populists by something like 15, - 
000 plurality. Iowa elected a Republican 
governor and other state officers by a plu- 
rality of 75.000. In Virginia the Demo- 
crats elected two-thirds of the members of 
the legislature who were selected this year. 
New Jersey elected a Republican governor 
by a plurality of 22,000, the first time in 
twenty-seven years that that party has 
elected a governor in New Jersey. Mayor 
Pingree was re-elected in Detroit by a 
heavy majority. 


CHE 
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Tue South Carolina Constitutional Con- 
vention has adopted the suffrage article. 
Qualifications for suffrage until Jan. 1, 
1898, are either ability to read and write, 
payment of taxes on $300 worth of prop- 
erty, or ability to understand and explain a 
section of the Constitution when read. 
After 1898 the latter alternativ is stricken 
off, leaving only a simple educational or 
property qualification. Those who cannot 
be registered for voting include all con- 
victed of various crimes, omitting crimes 
of blood-guiltiness. 


AMDREW CARNEGIE gave a million-dollar 
library building to Pittsburg. It was dedi- 
cated on Nov. 5th. The World says: ‘‘One 
of the great features of the library art 
seotion will be the perfect reproduction of 
Sixteen of the greatest pieces of sculpture 
in the world. Asa great howl against the 
nude has been raised the Board of Trustees 
decided to-day to add a slight drapery to 
the figures.  Pittsburg sentiment in this 


==’ 


respect, however, had been anticipated. 
The casts were made in London and each 
was furnished with a fig leaf, which could 
be taken off or left on. So, if Pittsburg 
feeling undergoes any change after ac- 
quaintance with the statues, a return to 
the original plan of the promoters will 
cause no expense. But this may involve 
some danger. While an attendant to-day 
was adjusting the fig leaf on Apoxyomenos, 


ASSAULT” 


| NEW YORK H 
THE TRUTHSEE KER 
: 0 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE í 


* (PRICE 25 CENTS 


BEN 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 


te 


am 
= So 
== 
BEC 
>= 
SSeS 
SS i 
^ 


PME \, f TW 5 Ly 


ZI : us 
SOME SNAKES IN THE GRASS. 


jo 
l 
i 


f 


ut] MEO, 
| Aul | 


Eqs wa, AN Jf Wy 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPEOIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list. for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FREETHINKER’ S P10rogiAL Tzxr-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Piororniat Trxt-Boox. 

The pictures in the FREETHINEER'S Prororia, 
Trxr-Boor were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Ohurch's 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has | 85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Cesigns are by Watson Huston 


and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Ohildren and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer 2; The Oreeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25 ; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, ; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, T. 
. This ofter cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subserip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—vivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE VOLLARA. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
gel it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism, He has dedicated his genius to Freethough 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator, 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book und the 
paper for one year. 


738 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


[NovemBer 23, 1895 


List 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


WITH 
THE 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


eee 


For $6.50 we will send Tux TaurR Szexer one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 


issued by the Freethought Press. 


140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 


nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Colambus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race, It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 


and political movement. 


its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. 


t shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 


** Four 


Hoxprep YEARS oF FRaEETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 


most shining advance. 


Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 


pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 


progress. 


No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 


est thoughts and: the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
ificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


HOW 
TO GET 


A00 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 


OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 


Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 


Or, if preferred, & copy cloth-bound of 
BELL'S HANDBOOK 


By WATSON 
HESTON, 


OF FREETHOUGHT, 


LIII SIS ISIN he 


For $5 we willsend Tas Tesora Sancea one year ($3) and «Paine's 


great Works Complete"($3). 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a 


picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 


of his monument in New Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz Teura Sanzar one year ($3) and * The World's 


Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). 


By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs Seegur one year ($3) and James B. 


Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory " ($2.75). 
It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 


wants this book. 


This is a splendid ofter, for every one 


hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scieniific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taurg Szzkz& one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tae Truru Ssrxer one year ($3) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tae Trurg Szexzr one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tux TaurH Szexzr one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
ament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


The Freethinker's Badge-p 


FREETHOUGHT ys, SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and Tar TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoor 


Will be sent for $475. Sugar Spoons and ''RUTH SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spocn 


gilt bowl. 500. more, 


Address THE TRUTB SEEKER. 


Scientific Books Cheap, 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hay on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universitie? 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. BY 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. _ 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8: 
Lajug. 75 cents, 

Formazion of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

, habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. g 

Science and Grime, and Science and Poetry, with 

other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
o books in one volume. 75 cents. : 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S8.; and Historica! Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. or 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
peet, of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
bh ams, 0:8. Two books in one volume 

cents. 


Darwin and Afer Darwin 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gxonez J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 15 a part of 
his conclusion regara:ng the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta. 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
eut organic nature we meet with abundan: 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence o! 
supernatural design. | Adaptation anc 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation zi 
the hands of a pnrely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin a manner ant 
to an extent that has never before been possible: 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal. ii 
js no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 

awakened to a new and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
oa eee ted Pri loth, $2. 
ra rice, clo 
usura Address. THR TRUTH SEEKER 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


Their Ultimate | The Religion of Science, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forma or religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 Pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
oloth to 25 cents in paper, 50 cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Pocket Theology. 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions o2 theo 
logical terme. Price, st cente. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ters. 

Part IL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 4 

Part TI enredon of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 

Part TY, Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 

ers. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. 28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


Preface by R, 6, INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and & rid brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the-main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world 
Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.81. —. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the 3ignificance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, 61. 
Physical Education; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, 81. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches; A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth, s 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 


Eropositions proved Afirmatiyely and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 20¢ 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 


objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius aud Casea. Price, 5 cents. 


Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Price, 25 cents. 


All are architects of fate . 
Working in these walls of time, 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
By L. G. REED. 
Price, - > - -  l5cents. 


Address | "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 
Deutfche Hreidenker-Biidher. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
deutfher Sprache, merche fehr berithmt find: 


,, Sie Zerthümer Mojes, 
Eine fritifhe Beleuchtung des Dentateud) tm 
$idt der modernen lOeítan- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. G. Iugerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Cude 
be8 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gotterdimmerung, ^ 
von Gol. 9t. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wunder und Wunderthater, ^ 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


„r Glaube und Vernunfi, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des rémifch-Fatolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzöfifhen überfebt von 
Fräulein Unna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Seinmanb, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Süder find in Papier-Umidhlag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere deutfden Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man abrefjire, “Tho Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. New York. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


Phe World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 

- formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben. 
nett. 1.075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 

the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 

most thorough and exhaustive work on the 

claims of supernaturalism ever written, By F. 

. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 

University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In ‘cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50... 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The, Religion of Deism, 
Common Sense, The Crisis, aud the lights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
SOM $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. II describes fully 
sil religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
the latter occupying 372 pages, being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison ut Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume. or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
che price of each. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


“A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price 25 centr. 


Truth Seeker Readers! 


HAVE YoU THE 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs o 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and > nerp oets 
and sing them in your homes, makiig aem bap: 
py and bright ?—SxND FOR a copy -G'eenclath 
gilt title. 40 conta: half honnd. 25 y .& 


The Bible and Evolution. 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London *' Free- 
thinker” says: ‘It is by far the best production 
of Mr Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics. and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY 


Examination of the Morals and History 
E . . of the New Testament. ` 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER. 
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The Great ** Moral Risk ? of Preaching. 


We should think that by this time Christian men 
and women would understand that God doesn’t 
like ministers, and that the clerical is an “ extra- 
hazardous” vocation. Every few days, at the most, 
we read in the dailies of the sudden taking-off of a 
preacher. Many are stricken down in the pulpit 
itself, while in the act of breaking the bread of life 
to the perishing. Clearly, these are dispensations 
of divine providence, heavenly warnings and visita- 
tions. Suppose that Colonel Ingersoll or S. P. 
Putnam or Susan H. Wixon should drop dead while 
speaking in a Freethought meeting—would not the 
fact be heralded from one end of the land to the 
other as “another smiting of the blasphemer by the 
hand of God”? Why, to make up the deficiency in 
actual dispeneations of this kind conscientious 
Christian hoaxers now and again invent “ blasphe- 
mers” and “judgments” upon them and telegraph 
and furnish to the newspaper syndicates careful 
descriptions of the first and detailed and horrifying 
accounts of the latter. This is merely preliminary 
to stating that on October 9th Rev. Samuel Y. 
Lum, a retired Presbyterian clergyman and mis- 
sionary, was struck at Rutherford, N. J., by an ex- 
press train and instantly killed, and that on Octo- 
ber 6th Rev. Lawrence Lorain Langstroth, one of 
the oldest and best known divines in the Presby- 
terian church, was stricken with “apoplexy ”—un- 
doubtedly a miserable medical euphemism for “ hand 
of God"—in his pulpit at Dayton, Ohio, and a few 


moments later expired in the arms of two physicians | 


who happened to be in the congregation. Addi- 
tional emphasis is given to this last “dispensation ” 
by the fact that Mr. Langstroth had been retired from 
the activ ministry for some years on account of his 
age, but had been called on this occasion to assist 
in special communion services and to deliver the 
address of the morning. Besides being a noted 
minister, Mr. Langstroth had done some useful 
work in the world, for he was the inventor of the 
famous Langstroth movable frame hive now used 
by bee-keepers in all parts of the ceuntry. Yahveh 
was always of an unreliable, petulant temper, ac- 
cording to the Bible, and it is probable that he hit 
Mr. Langstroth in a sudden outburst for the latter's 
participation in the communion incantation at the 


age of eighty-five, when he was certainly old enough. 


to know better. 
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For and Against Peace and Civilization. 


In the literary department of the Hvening Post 
of November 9th inst., an editorial writer indicates 
some of the forces that are operating to make war 
unpopular and to unite the various races and na- 
tions in fraternal bonds. Referring first to the 
strong feeling of international friendliness pro- 
duced by the rapid growtk of Socialism, particu- 
larly in France and Germany, he continues: 

** Besides the reasons for amity between nations which 
industrialism furnishes, the close intercourse which pre- 
vails between scientists is another bond that makes for 
peace; it would seem almost like a contradiction in terms 
for the scientific men of France and Germany to wish to 
go to war with each other—at least to engage in anything 
more than a war of arguments." 

It is indeed inconceivable that the peaceful emu- 
lation of scientific investigators should lead to the 
perpetuation of the war insanity. Science makes 
for peace. Scientific men become acquainted, 
through their studies and publications, personally 
and by correspondence, and there is nothing to in- 
duce them to fly at each others’ throats. Only in 
so faras they are still under the maleficent influence 
of religion and provincial patriotism will they en- 
courage international quarrels. We feel instinctivly 
that the scientific student who becomes excited in 
discussing politics and religion and expresses ha- 
tred of nations other than his own and of religion- 
ists who do not accept the creed professed by his 
mother, is at the most not more than half emanci- 
pated from the dominion of the old disturbing su- 
perstitions, and that his brain has not been cooled 
by the dispassionate methods of inductiv reasoning. 
Literature, art, music, all hav the same influence as 
science. In this connection the Post remarks: 

“And now comes a new tie which, according to M, 
Brunetidre in the Revue des Deux Mondes, will do much 
to make France (the country most to be feared) look with 
more friendly eyes upon the nations of the North. This 
is the absorbing interest which she is takiog at the pres- 
ent moment in the literatures of the North. When one 
is just awaking to the power and beauty of the life of a 
people as depicted by its great novelists and dramatists, 
one is not in the humor for taking up arms against that 
people." 

Arehsological investigations, undertaken by the 
more or less closely federated scientific societies of 
the world, also tend to make war unpopular. Free- 
dom of international commerce; the dissemination 
of the books of each nation among the other na- 
tions; art and musical interchange; intermarriage; 
railways, telegraphs, telephones, all the agencies 
that cheapen transportation and make travel easy 
and safe, hav their‘influence for peace. These may 
be called—taking them to include many not enu- 
merated—the affirmativ forces of modern civiliza 
tion. They all are helpful to man and will eventu- 
ally disband the armies of the world. 

The negativ forces are primarily race prejudice 
and religious exclusivness. They are making about 
all the trouble now between the nations, aided by 
sensational journalism. When the people, under 
the uplifting impulse of science, art, literature, in- 
dustry, and free commerce, become sufficiently en- 
lightened to want the news that heralds the real 
progress of the race, instead of the chronicles of 
courts and cabinets, the bloody records of armies 
and navies, the daily paper will be almost wholly a 
truly educational and moralizing power; as it is 
to-day, apparently compelled to cater to the least 
desirable elements in human nature, it is so bad in 
many ways that at times one is tempted to believe 
that it does more harm than good. But probably 
this would be an extreme view to take; we will giv 
the press the benefit of the doubt. However, there 
can be no question that it stands next to the pulpit 


in the extent to which it misleads the people. If 


we depended upon the daily paper for our informa- 


tion concerning reform movements and the princi- 
ples that underlie them, we should know almost 
nothing about either that could be safely assumed 


to be fair or accurate. As before said, except the: 
pulpit, the daily press is the least trustworthy of 
our sources of information. 

But this is partly a digression—what we wished 
to say was that at present—as during the ages that 
hav passed—religion is one of the most potent 
breeders of war. The so called “Eastern Question” 
is very largely a question of religious differences 
and hatreds. In it are inextricably blended the 
issues that divide the Mohammedan and the Chris- 
tian, and the Greek, Roman, and Protestant families 
of Christianity. In India there is perpetual jealousy 
and conflict between the Mohammedan and the Hin. 
doo, greatly intensified and extended by the pres- 
ence and dominance of the Christian. Mohammedan 
and Christian civilizations front each other through- . 
out Africa, and they both war against the more 
primitiv religions of the nativs. Christianity is 
forcing its missionaries into China at the point of 
the bayonet, and it compels the Chinese authorities 
to execute by wholesale those Chinamen who forci- 
bly object to the invasion. Were China equipped. 
for war as are the Christian nations, the world would 
be shaken to its very center by the greatest relig- 
ious struggle that ever deluged it in blood for the 
love of heaven. i 

Into the internal politics of every Ohristian na- 
tion enters the religious issue in one form or 
another. And it is everywhere an apple of discord, 
a firebrand threatening the temples of order and 
liberty. In Rassia the orthodox Christian of the 
Greek church hates and persecutes the Jew and the 
Stundist. In Italy the Pope of the Roman church 
sullenly demands temporal sovereignty. In France 
there is simply an armed truce between the church 
and the state. In Germany Protestant reactionists 
join hands with the Catholics in the attempt to 
make illegal the discussion of religion and marriage, 
and the Jew is harried by the anti-Semites. In 
Spain and the South and Central American Repub- 
lies the Protestants fare hardly at the hands of 
their Catholic brethren, and the Freethinkers re- 
ceive more than their share of religious missils. In 
Sweden to publicly advocate. anti-Christian views 
means fines and imprisonment. Austria is intoler- 
ant of Free Religion, and at Jerusalem only Turk- 
ish soldiers keep the warring Christians from ex- 
terminating each other. Manitoba is torn by 
dissensions and threatens to secede from the Do- 
minion because of a quarrel growing out of minor 
differences in a creed. In Ireland only the restrain- 
ing hand of England prevents Catholies and Prot- 
estants from eonstantly fighting. England, Scot- 
land, and Wales are always in more or less of a 
fever over church establishment and disestablish- 
ment. Eagland is in a bitter struggle with the 
question of religious teaching in the public schools, 
and throughout the United Kingdom the Free- 
thinker can make no bequest to a Freethought so- 
ciety and one-seventh of the time is monopolized in 
the interest of the church. In Mexico the Roman 
church is striving fiercely to recover the civil power 
she lost when Benito Juarez etruck her chains from 
the limbs of his countrymen. In the United States 
and Canada the Freethinker and the Adventist are 
under the thumbs of Catholic and orthodox Prot- 
estant, Taz Traurs Srrxer is shut out of the Cana. 
dian mails, the aggressiv Sunday law advocates are 
winning victories on every hand over the rights of 
man, and throughout the country the law-making 
bodies are acceding to the demands of Christians 
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that ¿he:r conceptions of truth and right be made 
obligatory upon all the citizens of the republic. 

In a word, religion everywhere brings hatred, 
sirife, and tyranny. With race animosity and venal 
or cowardly journalism it stands barring the march 
of science, art, literature, industrial comity, the 
fraternity of communities and peoples. 


AER Re a DOES 
Hypocrisy Extraordinary. 
Tus Trurs Srexer assumes that none of its regu- 
lar readers was deceived by any of the pretenses 
urged during the present Sunday closing crusade 
by our Police Commissioners in their own behalf 
or by their newspaper and clerical backers. But 
if we are mistaken, here are two little facts which 
throw a wonderful amount of light on their Jesuiti- 
cal pleadings: It was very often said that the cru- 
sade was justified by the evil nature of the traffic 
which was most affected by Sunday closing. In 
the dailies of November 13th we learn that William 
Dihm, Secretary of the Retail Flower Dealers’ Pro- 
tectiv Association, complained to Captain Pickett, 
of the West Thirtieth Street Police Station, that the 
wholesalers and street pedlers were actually selling 
on Sunday such demoralizing articles as cut flowers. 
Captain Pickett at once detailed a roundsman to 
investigate, and that officer reported that the 
charges were true, that there was a large business 
done, especially in delivering on Sunday the flowers 
ordered on Saturdry night, churches and funerals 
requiring a great many of “God’s” beautiful and 
fragrant “gifts.” Thereupon Captain Pickett in- 
structed his men to notify all dealers that the busi- 
ness must be stopped. Then a delegation of the 
dealers called on the captain to present their side 
of the case. 

“‘There are about 150 florists in the city who hav a Sun- 
day trade. On an average they sell $75 worth each Sun- 
day or about $11,000 altogether. ‘The authorities might 
as well try to stop funerals on Sunday as the sale of flow- 
ers,’ said Mr. Thorley. ‘It is neither practicable nor 
sensible to refuse to permit the delivery of flowers on 
Sunday. We supply twelve or thirteen churches with 
flowers and plants. Among our customers for Sunday 
flowers are some people prominent in the reform move- 
ment, and many people who are strictly religious, It is 
folly to say we could deliver the flowers on Saturday. 


They would never suit. Flowers are so perishable that 
they must be delivered on the day they are used.’” 


Of course we are very glad that the churches and 
some pious “reformers” are getting their fingers 
pinched in their own trap, but the incident shows 
how little the character of the traffic has to do with 
the fight against the saloons, as, indeed, had already 
been shown by the numerous arrests for the crime 
of selling ice, hose, handkerchiefs, and other un- 
questionably “moral” articles. Another claim of 
the authorities was that they were enforcing the law 
“because it was the law”; they often insinuated and 
sometimes openly asserted that they did not like 
the law, but so long as it was on the statute book 
they were bound by their oath to enforce it to the 
best of their ability, without discrimination—but, 
by the way, they did discriminate. Now Mr. Roose- 
velt and Mr. Parker and Mr. Andrews, of the Po- 
lice Board, go to the dinner of the Methodist Union 
on the evening of November 12th, and Mr. Roose- 
velt makes a speech in which he demands more law 
BO that he can still more oppressivly enforce the 
law now on the book. His men cannot enter a 
saloon at any hour without a warrant; Mr. Roose- 
veli wants the law amended so that they can, and 
he wants several other changes in the same direc- 
tion. And this is the man who has told us so often 
that he was enforcing the Sunday excise law and 
the Sunday laws merely because they were laws and 
he wanted to disciplin his men! He did not like 
the laws himself—and now he wants more of them! 
Mr. Roosevelt declares that while “the election 
went the other way” “it will not alter our course 
in the least.” In other words, while professing to 
enforce the law as the will of the majority, he will 
continue to enforce it after the majority of those 
affected by it hav declared that they do not want 
it! Is it or is it not true that all laws derive their 
validity from the consent of the governed ? 


At the swearing in of recruits to the German 
guard the other day, Emperor William said to 
them: * You should trust to God to preserve your 


own honor, and be faithful to your emperor and 
country, whether against a foreign or domestic 
foe.” William strangely neglected to tell the young 
warriors how their honor could be preserved by 
any other person, even by a god. To us it appears 
indisputable that honor is an attribute or a part of 
character, and character is developed from within, 
not imposed from without. Each man’s character, 
including his honor, is in his own keeping, but his 
reputation may be brightened or tarnished by 
others, presumably even by a god, as when one 
traduces another. It is possible that Emperor 
William meant reputation when he.said honor. Oth- 
erwise his remark was void of sense, even in intent. 


**Maprip, Oct. 16.—The Archbishop of Damascus in 
| an address to-day at Kittoria to the Spanish troops, who 
are about to depart to re-enforce the army in Cuba, de- 
clared that the Pops, like a new Moses, had raised his 
hand toward heaven, and was praying that the angelof 
victory might accompany the Spanish army.” 

Of course; religious imposture naturally fore- 
gathers with political tyranny. But it is equally 
safe to say that if Cuba secures its independence, 
Rome’s infallible spiritual head will hav a new rev- 
elation, just as he did when the last republic was 
established in France. It is a pity that his previ- 
sion does not equal his infallibility ; if it did, he 
would be spared the mortification of seeing the 
“angel of victory " perching on the standard he had 
cursed. Strangely enough, * heavens" vicegerent 
on earth seems to be totally unacquainted often 
with the policy of the home government. 


“A circle of women, called ‘The Twelve-O’Clocks,’ is 
being formed to pray every day at noon for the Meth- 
odist American University about to be founded in Wash- 
ington, D. C. May ‘The Twelve-O’Clocks’ bring much 
light and many graces to the new institution, so that 
it may soon come to teach the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the-truth. Then it will become an 
annex to the Catholic American University.”—Catholic 
Review. 

A very kindly greeting from Catholic to Prot- 
estant, ending with a cordial invitation to be 
swallowed. Andit is quite sure that if either swal- 
lows the other it will not be the Catholic who will 
take the Jonah part. The Protestant may think that 
he is insulted by the patronizing air of the Catholic, 
but he cannot afford to be very resentful; he stands 
in too urgent need of the help of the Oatholic in 

is legislativ schemes for the taming of the Free- 
thinker, and his schismatic Protestant brethren. 

A correspondent of the Peoria Journal narrates 
the incidents of a robbery of which Colonel Ingersoll 
was the victim. Referring tothe picking of the lect- 
urer's pocket at Elmwood, which was reported in the 
dailies at the time, the correspondent says that this 
robber probably would not make any great profession 
of morality, in which respect he differs considerably 
from the chief actor in the daylight “hold up” in 
Chicago, where Mr. Ingersoll was also an involuntary 
contributor to the prosperity of others. The Ad- 
vance is the leading Western organ of the Congre- 
gational church. In its issue of September 12th it 
printed “among its editorials, lexded as original mat- 
ter, without quotation, remark, or credit, about a col- 
umn from Ingersoll’s magnificent address of the 5th 
inst., in Elmwood, word for word, paragraph for 
paragraph.” So far as known to the correspondent, 
all the “secular papers, great and small, that printed 
all or parts of the address, did so with the usual 
proper credit to the author,” it being reserved for 
the representativ of a great denomination to appro- 
priate without credit the brain-creation of the Ag- 
nostic. It would appear that the matter taken was 
so good that the Ohristian editor could not resist 
the temptation to lay it before his readers, but did 
not like to hav them know that it came from an In- 
fide. But he should hav had enough foresight to 
think of the consequences when such of them as also 
read the secular papers should discover the fraud. 


On November 6th five Seventh-Day Adventists, on 
trial at Dayton, Tenn., for Sabbath-breaking, were 
acquitted by the jury without the latter leaving their 
seats. The Adventists hav always refused to em- 
ploy lawyers and hav conducted their own defense, 
but at this trial Judge Lewis Sheppard, of Chatta- 


nooga, and Ex-Congressman Snodgrass, of Dayton, 
volunteered in their defense and made eloquent and 
successful appeals for reason and against prejudice. 
Judge Parks intimated in his charge that “the cases 
were trumped up on questionable testimony pro- 
cured at the instigation of witness-fee speculators 
aud fee-grabbing officers.” It is said that this will 
probably end the persecution of the Adventists in 
East Tennessee, as any number of good lawyers are 
ready to defend them without request and without 
pay in order to vindicate religious liberty. We are 
very glad to hear this, for the sake of the Advent- 
ists and because it speaks in praise of members of 
the legal profession, who are commonly accused of 
working only for money, regardless of right or 
wrong. But these decisions do not touch the ques- 
tion of Sunday liberty per se. It is still to be 
determined whether human liberty will be recog- 
nized by the courts of Tennessee. All that has 
been partially decided is that there is a certain 
measure of religious liberty in that state. Men 
may work on Sunday if they religiously “observe 
Saturday; now we want to know whether they may 
work or play on Sunday if they do not religiously 
observe Saturday or any other day. We want an 
affirmativ decision in which there will be no doubt 
about the facts—we do not want any question of in- 
competent or venal witnesses to be intruded. We 
want an affirmativ decision in which there will be 
no doubt concerning the principle at issue— we 
want to know whether or not an American citizen 
may rest seven days in a week or work seven days, 


as he himself elects. 
BER ag r 

tt BALTIMORE, Nov. 12.— The Hev. E. T. Root made 
an address yesterday at a meeting of Presbyterian minis- 
ters, on the criticisms of the American missionaries in 
Armenia made by Admiral Kirkland, of the United States 
navy. Admiral Kirkland is quoted as having said that 
the missionaries are a ‘bag lot.’ Mr. Root said that it was 
at the request of the Ameriean Board of Foreign Missions 
that Admiral Kirkland was recalled."—JVew York Sun. 

Presumably, Admiral Kirkland knows by this time 
that the American Board of Foreign Missions is 
very near to the throne, and that, while the occu- 
pant of that throne may without orthodox censure 
officially recognize the Christian religion as divine 
and virtually command his subjects to faithfully 
observe one of its holy days, it is an unpardonable 
offense for an officer of the United States Navy to 
express his opinion of some of the ministers of that 
official religion. Admiral Kirkland was removed 
from his command because he ventured to criticise 
the representative of Christianity ; what would hav 
happened to him had he expressed an adverse 
opinion of the creed of that religion can only be 
conjectured ; possibly he would hav been cashiered 
and dismissed from the service in disgrace. It is 
all right for the ex-officio commander-in-chief of 
the armies and navies of the United States to sot: 
the seal of his unconstitutional official approval! 
upon the dominant religion, but it would be noth- 
ing short of crime for a subordinate officer to call 
in question the truth or morality of any of its doc- 
trins Now that Admiral Kirkland has had his 
little experience with the Christian dynamo that 
runs the machinery of this government, it is proba- 
ble that our naval officers will prostrate themselves 
in the dust whenever they chance to meet an Amer- 
ican missionary abroad or come in contact with one 
of the home officials of the Board. 


Owing to official procrastination and minor 
causes, the blanket ballots (4,200,000) ordered for 
use in the late election in this city could not be got 
ready without Sunday work. “No attention was 
paid to the Sunday law,” says an account in the 
World, “and a policeman was stationed to see that 
there was no interruption of the important work 
going on inside.” The contractors hunted over the 
printing and binding establishments for two hun- 
dred of the deftest folders in the city, and these 
girls worked from early morning until late at night. 
Luncheon and midnight supper were served in the 
building, and the girls ate without leaving their 
tables. The last truck-load of ballots, accompanied 
by a crowd of pressmen and decorated with flags, 
reached the folding room from the printery about 
noon, the men cheering lustily when the last bundle 
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was delivered. During the day the folders were 
paid double the usual wages, and those who labored 
in the evening received two and one-half times the 
oustomary rate. “The cutting machines ran con- 
tinuously. A dozen men and women with stamping 
machines numbered the ballots from 1 to 1,000 for 
each district.” We suppose that this Sunday “ des- 
ecration” was called a work of “necessity,” but we do 
not now call to mind any passage in the Bible that 
excepts works of “necessity” from the operation of 
“God s law of the Sabbath.” If the representativs 
of the people may determin what Sunday labor is 
“necessary” for the good of the people collectivly, 
why may not the individual units of the “ people,” the 
source of all authority, determin for themselvs sever- 
ally what Sunday work is * necessary” for them as in- 
dividuals? Hav the officials constitutional authority 
and a right in equity to prescribe the conduct of the 
non-invading person? If the bill offered in Congress 
last year were to become a law, work, just as “ nec- 
essary” for the individual as this ballot-folding was 
for the aggregation of individuals, and most of it 
far less harmful in its results, would be outlawed ; 
while laborers, men or women, could be robbed of 
their hard-earned wages by ** whoever should first 
sue for the same.” Think of legislation as infamous 
as that seriously proposed and strenuonsly urged 
by a larga number of “ Christian men and women” 
here in “free America”! And, bear well in mind, 
the project is not abandoned nor its advocates dia- 
couraged. : 
a (C o 

A united Christendom means the checking of all 
moral and social growth, if not the killing of every 
germ of progress and the indefinit perpetuation of 
the superstitions and terrible evils that are indis- 
solubly associated with the anti-naturalistic Ohris- 
tian régime. They are blind who cannot see that 
the church is more dangerous now than at any pre- 
vious period of her history, because she is on the 
surface abandoning her strict theological orthodoxy 
and operating through all the channels that reach 
the untrained reasoning faculties and the prejudice- 
poisoned emotions of people whose ancestors for 
centuries hav been miseducated and morally per- 
verted in the schools she has virtually controled. 
The word “schools” is here used in its broadest 
sense, as including every means through which the 
brain and passion of man has been shaped and fired. 
Once the shibboleths of the church oppressiv were 
theological; now they are ethical, but the means 
employed are as nearly the same as circumstances 
will admit, and the end sought differs in no essen- 
tial particular. JEnforeed conformity is the goal 
of the Christian. He has never been able to un- 
derstand the principle of spontaneity, of choice, of 
free growth, of the survival of the most fit. He 
has never been able to difforentiate righteousness 
from law-compelled evasion and concealment. His 
very terminology proves this. In this connection 
take a recent utterance of our Presbyterian neigh- 
bor, the Observer : 

“ Ohristian unity would manifest itself most effectivly 
jn allowing each denomination to preserve its theological 
and ecclesiastical autonomy, and in emphasizing the duty 
of combining for the promotion of temperance [meaning 
prohibition], social purity [meaning the enactment and 
enforcement of laws for the still more cruel crushing of 
the unfortunate victims of convention and deplorable in- 
dustrial conditions], municipal and national righteous- 
ness [meaning the erection of seotarian walls to shut the 
Freethinker and other non-Christians out of public 
positions], and for the evangelization of spiritually desti- 
tute localities." 


This is confirmatory of the position taken by Tug 
Trors Srrxer, that “the movement in favor of 
ignorance” is intended to assassinate liberty in the 
name of “ Ohristian morality,” just as in the past it 
has been crushed in the name of Christian ortho- 
doxy. ‘The times are ripe for the manifestation 
of such unity among the followers of Jesus Christ,” 
continues the Observer, and it is sadly true. Are 
we prepared to face the issue? 

—— —— aa 

Ingersol's new lecture, “The Foundations of 
Faith," is for sale at the low price of twenty-five 
cents. Same style as his other recently issued 
pamphlets. 


fare easily attainable. 


New England News and Notes. | 


There is much of the poetry of life on the great 
Sound steamers that voyage from New York to 
Boston. There are happy crowds amidst the most 
brilliant surroundings. Music is in the air. A 
sumptuous repast is provided, and all that is needed 
is a dollar or two to enjoy the dinner like a prince. 
You are ona floating palace.indeed, and for the 
time being can revel in felicitous scenes. If you 
are a wise man, and hav paid your fare to the 
“Hub,” you can forget the past and the future in 
the gorgeous present, with its flashing lights, melo- 
dious strains, and merry company, far more attractiv 
than the angels of heaven. With what glorious 
movement the boat swings around the Battery and, 
between innumerable lights, pursues its majestic 
course along the broadening waters! 

In the morning the quaint and somewhat ancient 
city of Fall River is before us—a manufacturing 
city where the spindles flourish, and dusty ware- 
houses like battlements extend along the hights 
which loom from the sea. We are three Secular 
pilgrims, Mrs. M. Florence Johnson, Franklin 
Steiner, and myself; and in the early morn we 
climb the hills, and through the pathways of trade, 
and along the electric line, find the residence por- 
tion of this busy city, where old time elegance and 
modern fashion adorn the elevated view. Here we 
find the ancestral home of Susan H. Wixon and her 
sister, and receive a most genial welcome at this 
Freethought fireside, where the genius of New 
England breathes the spirit of the good time com- 
ing, the new woman and the new man. We are all 
capable of improvement, no doubt. We passed a 
delightful morning hour, even if it did rain. 

Fall River is a tremendously orthodox place. It 
is crowded with Oatholics. There is but little 
chance for Freethought to come to the front as a 
distinct issue. It can only exercise a general influ- 
ence, which unquestionably it does notwithstanding 
the many temples of superstition scattered about 
this city of 90,000 people. It has some very fine 
houses and libraries. Fall River is by no means at 
the low water mark of civilization. There is con- 
siderable of the high tide of progress, and quite a 
latitude of toleration. 

I was pleased to meet James Warburton and 
son. Mr. Warburton was originally from England, 
and was quite familiar with many of the places 
mentioned in my letters. He was for many years 
in the workshop, but love of flowers at last made 
him a florist. His gardens are well known for 
their excellence and beauty. His son now conducts 
ihe business, and Mr. Warburton, having lived the 
scriptural age, will now for the next quarter of a 
century enjoy philosophical leisure, without the 
shackles of church or creed. He was present at 
our New York Oongress. 

We had a pleasant variation in our journey to the 
* Hub." It was raining when we arrived here. 
However, our usual quarters, M. T. Rush’s, 40 
Blossom street, were ready for our use, and we had 
a good night’s sleep. Sunday morning came with 
shining skies. A fine audience greets us in the 
familiar precincts of Paine Hall, Ernest Mendum 
of the Investigator, Ralph Chainey, Stillman, Dr. 
Noyes, Dr. Taylor, Mr. Palmer, Ourtis, M. T. Rush, 
Ryan, etc., are present. I lectured on “ Free- 
thought in England.” After the lecture there is 
quite a ripple of discussion, especially in regard to 
the questions of Socialism, God, and immortality. 

I lecture two Sundays at Paine Hall. There is a 
large and varied element of Freethought in Boston. 
It is hoped that by united effort it may be brought 
to a better condition than ever before. Boston is 
an important place, with the Jnvestigator, Paine 
Hall, and a radical constituency. Puritanism is 
fast disappearing with the rush of trade and the ac- 
cumulation of wealth. The building of the subway 
creates quite an upheaval in the central portion of 
the city, but this will be of immense benefit when 
completed, and one of the most brilliant triumphs 
of engineering skill. Some of the most magnificent 
buildings in the world are being erected here, and 
add greatly to the appearance of the metropolis. 
If Boston should take in as much territory as Chi- 
cago, it would contain almost as vast a population. 
In some respects Boston is the most elegant and 
comfortable city on the continent. All parts of it 


built. Its winding and intricate thoroughfares, 


splendid shops, ancient structures, and crowds of | T 


people fascinate the somewhat bewildered traveler 
as he occasionally finds himself lost in picturesque 
mazes. Boston seems to date back to the antedi- 
luvian period in some of its remarkable strata. I 
sometimes imagin that Boston Common was the 
original habitation of Adam and Eve. 

On Monday evening, November 4th, Steiner and 


myself visit the home of L. K. Washburn, at Revere. ! M 


It is snugly and solidly | W 


Washburn has the true Yankee faculty of going 
ahead, and his home is a kind of Mecea for the 
Secular Pilgrim. It givs courage and enlighten- 
ment and more faith in Freethought and progreas. 
As Washburn's lectures indicate, he has a compre- 
hensiv view of the intellectual qualities of the age. 
He understands the world of to-day, and the true 
method of reform. 

I visit South Boston and the Rush Brothers, who 
as usual are in the swim of enterprise and business. 
I hav the pleasure to announce that Mr. Thomas 
Rush is the father of a boy now about five months 
old—the brightest baby of its size in the world— 


Fresh as a morn and brilliant as a star. 


All hail the little stranger. It would be difficult 
to keep on the path of civilization if the babies 
didn’t giv us the benefit of their trials and tribula- 
tions; for notwithstanding these they make the 
sweetest music of our homes. 

I was pleased to meet Russell Marston, who for 
sO many years has been prominent in Freethought 
work. Heis now 79 years of age, but is hale and 
hearty yet, with the bright eye, clear complexion, 
and dauntless spirit of manhood’s prime. To meet 
such veterans reminds one of the exultant line, 


Hope springs eternal in the human breast. 


Our friend Marston, like the captain at the helm, 
stili looks forward. 

I giv two lectures at Brockton, Mass., and am 
quite delighted with my experience at this place, al- 
though I hav to tread somewhat the rugged path 
of the pioneer. I hav, however, the sturdy support 
of Mr. Thomas Tripp, who, with magnificent gener- 
osity, takes upon himself almost the whole burden 
of the campaign, and pushes on in spite of oppos- 
ing forces. He isa Liberal Spiritualist, and . has 
no limitations in his creed, either for this world or 
the next. He believes in all humanity, and would 
join hands with every soldier in the battle for free- 
dom and justice. He is an all around thinker. and 
a man of great practical success. He is the author 
of over seventy inventions, all of which are in use. 
Some of them are remarkable for their ingenuity 
and brilliancy of operation. It will be seen that 
my friend has a clear brain and can penetrate the 
secrets of nature. Whatever he may discover in 
the beyond, he certainly has mastered the world to 
good uses, andis a Secularist of the most pro- 
nounced type. I enjoyed the hospitality of his 
home. Mrs. Tripp is equally broad in her views 
and devoted to the Freethought cause. Their 
home is at Avon, near Brockton, a beautiful resi- 
dence, where one can find both rest and inspiration. 

At my first lecture Mrs. May S. Pepper, a test 
medium, was present, and her really interesting 
manner helped to fill the hall to overflowing. An 
orchestra also furnished excellent music, so the oc- 
casion was one of unusual interest. Mrs. Pepper 
is certainly an extraordinary mind reader, or spirit- 
revealer, or whatever we may call it. It is not 
necessary to discuss the question now. All these 
manifestations are of exceeding interest to the sci- 
entific student. They certainly attract the multi- 
tude. One thing is sure, whatever the source of 
the mental exhibition, it was thoroughly radical. 
There was no theology or Christianity in it. I 
heartily indorse every sentiment uttered, although 
I cannot say who uttered them. It might be sub- 
jectiv, or it might be objectiv, but it was Infidelity 
to the core. My lecture was on the “ Rights of 
Man,” and I am certainly willing to join hands with 
anyone who will speak a word for this cause. 

I did not hav so large an audience at my second 
lecture. This was to be expected, for, after all, 
many like the glamour of “ manifestations,” but are 
not ready for hard, long thinking. However, there 
are those, both Spiritualists and Materialists, who 
desire to know the truth, and who do not expect to 
attain it except by intellectual struggle; who see 
the necessity of earnest action here and now, and 
giv cheer and sympathy to an unpopular movement. 


S. P. PUTNAM. 


Funds for the Union. 
Secretary Reichwald, of the American Secular 
Union and Freethought Federation, reports the 
following contributions: 


Russell Marston.....$10 00 Jas. I. Elliott ........... $1 00 
m. H. Olark......... 200 Jno. A. Calder......... .100 
Nelson L. Pidgeon... 200 G. Dempster............ .100 
| S. Dent.............-- 200 E. B. Pleming.......... 10 


[In the last list published, $1 credited to A. Carpenter, 
should hav been credited to A. Ohapman.] 


a 


In addition to Mr. Steiner’s list of appointments as 
published, he spoke, on Nov. 15th, in Cortland, Ohio, 
and on the 25th lectures for the Liberals of Louisville, 
Ky. Liberals in Texas, Kansas, Missouri, and the Indian 
Territory should write him at once to Box 883, Deg 
oines, Iowa, > 
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Ingersoll in New York. 


The latest lecture of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
which he has entitled “ The Foundations of Faith,” 
is one of his greatest. When it seems asif the Bible 
as a mine of impossibilities has be:n exhausted, the 
Colonel puts in another shot, and a new lead is 
opened. He delivered this lecture in New York on 
Sunday evening, Nov. 10th, in the Star theater, at 
Broadway and Thirteenth street. A block anda 
half below the theater is Grace church edifice, the 
most conspicuous structurein lower Broadway. It 
obstructs East Eleventh street, and travelers on 
that thoroughfare who wish to pass from Fourth 
avenue to Broadway must goup to Twelfth or down 
to Tenth. It has about a half-million dollars’ worth 
of untaxed property, together with such a hold on 
the adjoining real estate that no building which 
would obstruct the down-town view can be reared 
at the northeast corner of Broadway and Tenth 
street. On the evening mentioned the managers’ 
of this church had men “working outside "— 
‘pullers in,” like those to be encountered in front 
of Chatham street clothing-stores—accosting pass- 
ers-by and soliciting them into the sanctuary. 
Said one of them to the Editor of Tus Trurs Szrxer, 
« Will you join our service this evening?" Said 
the Editor, “Not th's evening. I can do better, 
having a press ticket for the Colonel's lecture.” 
And so the twain parted. 

There was no need for pullers-in that night at the 

Star theater, for expectant listeners performed the 
service of pushing one another in as fast as the man 
at the box office could accommodate them with the 
necessary certificates of deposit, while the sidewalk 
speculators did business on a rising market where 
quick sales and large profits was the commercial 
eode. Colonel Ingersoll was present at 8 o'clock, 
and sat in the middle of a family group at the rear 
of one of the boxes, out of sight of all but a few 
spectators who had front seats. He wore a brown 
slouch hat with dents in it, and looked like a jolly 
farmer. He does not like to talk to an audience 
otherwise disturbed, and he therefore waited until 
the corners were filled before he appeared upon the 
stage. Then it was wonderful how the audience, 
which had been buzzing like bees swarming, became 
suddenly still. It was as if the sound had been 
turned off and silence turned on by touching an 
electric button, and it came so quickly that the 
ears sang as they do just after a loud report. The 
usual burst of applause followed. The Colonel is 
not growing visibly older or stouter, though he is 
tremendously heavy about the shoulders, which are 
so square that his coat drops straight down from 
the collar. He hasa substantial girth below an ex- 
panse of linen that suggests a snowy hillside and 
coasting, and his dress suit sat upon his massiv fig- 
ure without wrinkle or fold. His countenance 
beamed in a way that showed he was glad to see 
so many of the friends present. He said “ladies and 
gentlemen " in a tone of voice which indicated that 
he intended to giv them something worthy of their 
serious consideration, and then he launched his 
lecture. The address is in print, but, compared 
with the orator's delivery of it, the book is what 
sheet music is to the human voice. The pathetic 
passages brought out some of the women’s hand- 
kerchiefs; other portions were responded to with 
a fervent * yes” from earnest male listeners, and 
its humor was caught in all parts of. the house. 
The discovery that the creator must hav rested on 
Tuesday, since according to the account he did 
nothing on that day, and that therefore we should 
hav two sabbaths a week, created a good deal of 
merriment; and the suggestion, which nobody 
.seems to hav thought of before, that Judas had to 
betray his redeemer to secure his own salvation, 
must hay made a deep impression even on the 
Ohristian mind. If there was a Roman Catholic 
in the house his discomfort can be estimated when 
the speaker, referring to the skulls of the wise men 
from the East, which the church claims to possess 
as relics, said he did not know what cemetery was 
overhauled to obtain them; that there was great 
uncertainty about relics generally, and that the in- 
vestigator who should arise to inquire into their 
genuinness would immediately be told to sit down. 
** When the sleight of-hand man is on the stage,” 
said he, ** don’t meddle with the curtain." 

Following are selections from the address: 

The Age of the World and Man. 

The geologists demonstrated that the author of 
Genesis was mistaken as to the age of the world, 
and that the story of the universe having been 
created in six days, about six thousand years ago, 
eould not be true. The theologians then took the 
grourd that the “ days ” spoken of in Genesis were 
periods of time, epochs, six “long whiles,” and 
that the work of creation might hav been com- 
menced millions of years ago. The change of days 


into epochs was considered by the believers of the 
Bible as a great triumph over the hosts of Infidel- 
ity. The fact that Jehovah had ordered the Jews 
to keep the Sabbath, giving as a reason that he 
had made the world in six days and rested on the 
seventh, did not interfere with the acceptance of 
the “epoch ” theory. 

According to the Bible, Adam was certainly the 
first man, and in his case the epoch theory cannot 
change the account. The Bible givs the age at 
which Adam died, and givs the generations to the 
flood—then to Abraham and so on, and shows that 
from the creation of Adam to the birth of Christ it 
was about four thousand and four years. 

According to the sacred scriptures, man has 
been on this earth five thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-nine years and no more. Is this true? 

Let me giv you a fact: The Egyptians were 
astronomers. A few years ago representations 
of the stars were found on the walls of an old 
temple, and it was discovered by calculating back- 
ward that the stars did occupy the exact posi- 
tions as represented about seven hundred and filty 
years before Ohrist. Afterward another repre- 
sentation of the stars was found, and by calculating 
in the same way, it was found that the stars did 
occupy the exact positions represented about three 
thousand eight hundred years before Christ. 

According to the Bible, the first man was created 
four thousand and four years before Ohrist. If 
this is true, then Egypt was founded, its language 
formed, its arts cultivated, its astronomical dis- 
coveries made and recorded about two hundred 
years after the creation of the first man. 

In other words, Adam was two or three hundred 
years old when the Egyptian astronomers made 
these representations. Nothing can be more 
absurd. 

Two Rest Days. 

According to the Bible, Jehovah made the world 
in six days, and the work done each day is de- 
scribed. What did Jehovah do on the second day? 
This is the record: “And God said, Let there be 
a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 
divide the waters from the waters. And God made 
tho firmament and divided the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters which were 
above the firmament. And it was so, and God 
called the firmamentheaven. And the evening and 
the morning were the second day.” 

Now, we know that there is no firmament, and 
we know that the waters are not divided by a firma- 
ment. Oonsequently we know that, according to 
the Bible, Jehovah did nothing on the second day. 
He must hav rested on Tuesday. This being so, 
we ought to hav two Sundays a week. 

David as a Collector. 

We are told by this inspired book of the gold and 
silver collected by King David for the temple—the 
temple afterwards completed by the virtuous Solo- 
mon. According to the blessed Bible, David col- 
lected about two thousand million dollars in silver, 
and five thousand million dollars in gold, making a 
total of seven thousand million dollars. Is this 
true? There is in the bank of France at the pres- 
ent time (1895) nearly six hundred million dollars, 
and so far as we know, it is the greatest amount 
that was ever gathered together. All the gold now 
known, coined and in bullion, does not amount to 
much more than the sum collected by David. Seven 
thousand millions. Where did David get this gold? 
The Jews had no commerce. They owned no ships. 
They had no great factories, they produced nothing 
for other countries. There were no gold or silver 
mines in Palestine. Where then was this gold, this 
silver, found? I will tell you: In the imagination 
of a writer who had more patriotism than intelli- 
gence, and who wrote, not for the sake of truth, 
but for the glory of the Jews. Is it possible that 
David collected nearly eight thousand tons of gold 
—that he by economy got together about sixty 
thousand tons of silver, making a total of gold and 
silver of sixty-eight thousand tons? 

The average freight car carries about fifteen tons. 
David's gold and silver would load about four thou- 
sand five hundred and thirty-three cars, making a 
train about thirty-two miles in length. And all this 
for the temple at Jerusalem, a building ninety feet 
long and forty-five feet high and thirty feet wide, to 


which was attached a porch thirty feet wide, ninety. 


feet long andone hundred and eighty feet high. 
Probably the architect was inspired. 

Is there a sensible man in the world who believes 
that David collected seven thousand million dollars’ 
worth of gold or silver? There is hardly five thou- 
sand million dollars of gold now used as money in 
the whole world. Think of the millions taken from 
the mines of California, Australia, and Africa during 
the present century, and yet the total scarcely ex- 
ceeds the amount collected by King David more 


than a thousand years before the birth of Christ. 
Evidently the inspired historian made a mistake. 
The Wise Men. 

Matthew says: “Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, 
behold there came wise men from the east to Jeru- 
salem, saying, Where is he that is born king of the 
Jews? for we hav seen his star in the east and are 
come to worship him.” 

Matthew does not tell us who these wise men 
were, from what country they came, to what race 
they belonged. He did not even know their names. 
We are also informed that when Herod heard these 
things he was troubled and all Jerusalem with him ; 
that he gathered the chief priests and asked of them 
where Christ should be born and they told him that 
he was to be born in Bethlehem. Then Herod 
called the wise men and asked them when the star 
appeared, and told them to go to Bethlehem and 
report to him. When they left Herod, the star 
again appeared and went before them until it stood 
over the place where the child was. When they 
eame to the child they worshiped him, gave him 
gifts, and being warned by God in a dream, they 
went back to their own country without calling on 
Herod. 

Is this story true? Must we believe in the star 
and the wise men? Who were these wise men ? 
From what country did they come? What interest 
had they in the birth of the king of the Jews? 
What became of them and theirstar? Of course I 
know that the holy Catholie church has in her 
keeping the three skulls that belonged to these 
wise men, but I do not know wkere the church ob- 
tained these relies, nor exactly now their genuin- 
ness has been established. 

An Anachronism. 

We are told in Matthew, chapter xxiii, verse 35, 
that Ohrist said: ** That upon you may come all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth from the blood 
ofrighteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son 
of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and! 
the altar.” 

It is certain that these words were not spoken by 
Ohrist. He could not by any possibility hav known 
that the blood of Zacharias had been shed. Asa 
matter of fact, Zacharias was killed by the Jews, 
during the siege of Jerusalem by Titus, and this 
siege took place seventy-one years after the birth of 
Christ, thirty-eight years after he was dead. 

There is still another mistake. 

Zacharias was not the son of Barachias—no such 
Zacharias was killed. The Zacharias that was slain 
was the son of Baruch. 

But we must not expect the “inspired” to be 
accurate. 

Polite Saints. 

Matthew says that at the time of the crucifixion 
«tho graves were opened and that many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose and came out of their 
graves after his resurrection, and went into the 
holy city and appeared unto many." According to 
this the graves were opened at the time of the cruci- 
fixion, but the dead did not arise and come out 
until after the resurrection of Christ. 

They were polite enough to sit in their open 
graves and wait for Ohrist to rise first. 

Judas, 

Besides, it is hard to see why Christians hate, 
loathe, and despise Judas. According to their 
scheme of salvation, it was absolutely necessary that 
Christ should be killed-—necessary that he should be 
betrayed, and had it not been for Judas, all the 
world, including Christ’s mother, and the part of 
Christ that was human, would hav gone to hell. 
Yet, according to the New Testament, Ohrist did 
not know that one of his disciples was to betray 
him. Jesus, when on his way to Jerusalem, for the 
last time, said, speaking to the twelve disciples, Ju- 
das being present, that they, the disciples, should 
thereafter sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Yet, more than a year before this 
journey, John says that Christ said, speaking to the 
twelve disciples: * Hav not I chosen you twelve, 
and one of you is a devil.” And John adds: “He 
spake of Judas Iscariot, for it was he that should 
betray him.” Why did Ohrist a year afterwards, 
tell Judas that he should sit on a throne and judge 
one of the tribes of Israel? There is still another 
trouble. Paul says that Jesus after his resurrec- 
tion appeared to the twelve disciples. According to 
Paul, Jesus appeared to Judas with the rest. Oer- 
tainly Paul had not heard the story of the betrayal. 

Why did Christ select Judas as one of his disci- 
ples, knowing that he would betray him? Did he © 
desire to be betrayed? Was it his intention to be 
put to death? Why did he fail to defend himself 
before Pilate ? 

According to the accounts, Pilate wanted to save 
him. Did Ohrist wish to be convicted? - 
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The Ohristians are compelled to say that Ohrist 
intended to be sacrificed—-that he selected Judas 
with that end in view, and that he refused to defend 
himself because he desired to be crucified. All this 
is in accordance with the horrible idea that without 
the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. 

The Incarnation. l 

The New Testament informs us that Ohrist was 
the son of Joseph and the son of God, and that 
Mary was his mother. How is it established that 
Ohrist was the son of God? It is said that Joseph 
was told so in a dream by an angel But Joseph 
wrote nothing on that subject—said nothing so far 
as we know. Mary wrote nothing, said nothing. 
The angel that appeared to Joseph or that informed 
Joseph said nothing to anybody else. Neither has 
the Holy Ghost, the supposed father, ever said or 
written one word. We hav received no information 
from the parties who could hav known anything on 
the subject. We get all our facts from those who 
could not hav known. How is it possible to prove 
that the Holy Ghost was the father of Ohrist? 
Who knows that such a being as the Holy Ghost 
ever existed? How was it possible for Mary to 
know anything about the Holy Ghost? How could 
Joseph know that he had been visited by an angel 
in a dream? | Could he know that the visitor was 
an angel? It all occurred in a dream when voor 
Joseph was asleep. What is the testimony of one 
who was asleep worth? All the evidence we hav 
is that somebody who wrote part of the New 
Testament says that the Holy Ghost was the 
father of Ohristi, and that somebody who wrote 
another part of the New Testament says that 
Joseph was the father of Christ. Matthew and 
Luke giv the genealogy and both show that 
Christ was the son of Joseph. The “Incar- 
nation” has to be believed without evidence. 
There is no way in which it cau be established. It 

_is beyond the reach and realm of reason. It de- 
fies observation and is independent of experience. 
) The Trinity. 

Christ, according to the faith, is the second per- 

son in the Trinity, the Father being the first and 
the Holy Ghost the third. Each of these three 
persons is God. Ohrist is his own father and his 
own son. The Holy Ghost is neither father nor 
sou, but both. The son was begotten by the 
father, but existed before he was begotten—just the 
same before as after. Christ is just as old as his 
father, and the father is just as young his son. 
The Holy Ghost proceeded from the Father and 
Son, but was equal to the Father and Son before 
he proceeded, that is to say, before he existed, but 
he is of the same age as the other two. So, it is 
declared that the Father is God, and the Son 
: God, and the Holy Ghost God, and that these 
three Gods make one God. According to the 
celestial ‘multiplication table, once one is three, 
and three times one is one, and according to 
heavenly subtraction if we take two from three, 
three are left. The addition is equally peculiar; if 
we add two to one we hav but one. Hach one is 
equal to himself and the other two. Nothing ever 
was, nothing ever can be more perfectly idiotic and 
absurd than the dogma of the Trinity. 

Is it possible for a human being, who has been 
born but once, to comprebend or to imagin the ex- 
istence of three beings, each of whom is equal to 
the three? Think of one of these beings as the 
father of one, and think of that one as half human 
and all God, and think of the third as having pro- 
ceeded from the other two, and then think of all 
three asone. Think that after the father begot the 
son, the father was still alone, and after the Holy 
Ghost proceeded from the father and the son, the 
father was still alone—because there never was and 
never will be but one God. At this point, absurd- 
ity having reached its limit, nothing more can be 
said except: “Let us pray." 


Sacrifice. 

A man steals, and then sacrifices a dove, or givs 
a lamb to a priest. His crime remains the same. 
He need not kill something. Let him giv back the 
thing stolen, and in future liv an honest life. 

A man slanders his neighbor and then kills an 
ox. What has that to do with the slander? Let 
him take back his slander, make all the reparation 
that he can, and let the ox alone. 

There is no sense in sacrifice, never was and never 
will be. 

Make restitution, reparation, undo the wrong, and 
you need shed no blood. 

The Infinit Wild Beast. 

If Ohristianity were only stupid and unscientific, 
if its God were ignorant and kind, if it promised 
eternal joy to believers, and if the believers practiced 
the forgivness they teach, for one I should let the 
faith alone. 


But there is another side to Obristianity. It is 


not only stupid, but malicious. It is not only un- 
scientific, but it is heartless. Its god is not only 
ignorant, but infinitly cruel. It not only prom- 
ises the faithful an eternal reward, but declares that 
nearly all of the children of men, imprisoned in the 
dungeons of God, will suffer eternal pain. This is 
the savagery of Christianity. This is why I hate its 
unthinkable God, its impossible Christ, its inspired 
lies, and its selfish, heartless heaven. - - > 

That word [hell] drove pity from the hearts of men, 
stained countless swords with blood, lighted fagots, 
forged chains, built dungeons, erected scaffolds, 
and filled the world with poverty and pain. That 
word is a coiled serpent in the mother’s breast, that 
lifts its fanged head and hisses in herear: “ Your 
child will be the fuel of eternal fire.” 

That word blots from the firmament the star of 
hope and leaves the heavens black. That word 
makes the Ohristian's God an eternal torturer, an 
everlasting inquisitor—an infinit wild beast. 

The Peroration. l 

But, says the prejudiced priest, the malicious 
minister, “You take away a future life.” I am not 
trying to destroy another world, but I am endeav- 
oring to prevent the theologians from destroying 
this. If we are immortal it is a fact in nature, and 
that fact does not depend on Bibles, or Christs, on 
priests or creeds. The hope of another life was in 
the heart long before the “sacred books" were 


chemistry, 
And every scientist knows that the facts of science 
and the statements in the Bible never can be har- 
monized. Hence the war between science and the 
church will continue to be waged. . 


compare, and analyze. 
Every new discovery is critically examined, and 
reason is ever on the throne. 


self to man, how does it come about that there is 
such a wide discrepancy between the revelations of 
science and the so-called divine revelations. -It 
strikes me that there are very few intelligent Chris- 
tians who would discredit every branch of science 
which does not agree with the Bible. f 
Every scientist knows that there are no general 
mistakes in regard to the facts of astronomy, 
geology,  philósophy, or geography. 


The mind of a scientist is trained to investigate, 
Every truth has its weight. 


With the Christian it is different. From early 


childhood he has been taught that every statement 
in the Bible was written by the unerring finger of 
God. To deny any part of the Bible is to throw a 
lie into the face of the Almighty. To deny any 
statement of the Bible would be equivalent to 
losing his claim on the home at the head of the 
golden ladder, and consign him to the place where 
things are kept hot. : Such a man dares not reason, 
the risk is too great.. 


If told that it is impossible for snakes and asses 


to talk, he replies, “The fact is written down in 
God's word, and God cannot be mistaken.” ‘If 
told that man’s strength lies in his muscle and 
not in his hair, he refers you to the case of 
Samson, and triumphantly asks, * Who is right, 
you or God?” If told that a man never lived 
three days and three nights in the belly of a big 
fish, he replies, “With God all things are pos- 
sible,” and scores another triumph. If told that: 
there are certain laws of nature which never change, 
he calls you a heretic, and tells you that God has 
changed even the law of gravitation, and cites you 
to Christ, who went up in such a hurry that he did 
not giv directions as to where he could be addressed, 
and to Elijah, who went up half-cocked, and gave 
such a grand display of pyrotechnics. When told by 
geologists that there is indubitable evidence that 
the world was not made in six days, he shudders as 
he thinks that geology will be the means of sending 
thousands to the headquarters of Old Nick, where 
brimstone is the only fuel, for doubting the state- 
ment in Genesis. 


written, and will remain there long after all the 
* sacred books” are known to be the work of savage 
and superstitious men. Hope is the consolation 
of the world. 

The wanderers hope for home.—Hope builds the 
house and plants the flowers and fills the air with 
song. 

The sick and suffering hope for health.—Hope 
givs them health and paints the roses in their 
cheeks. 

The lonely, the forsaken, hope for love.—Hope 
brings the lover to their arms. They feel the kisses 
on their eager lips, though they may die alone. 

"The poor in tenements and huts, in spite of rags 
and hunger, hope for wealth.—Hope fills their thin 
and trembling hands with gold. 

The dying hopes that death is but another birth, 
and love leans above the pallid face and whispers, 
* We shall meet again." 

Hope is the consolation of the world. Let us 


hope that if there be a God, he is wise and good. 
Let us hope that if there be another life, it will 
bring peace and joy to all the children of men. 
And let us hope that this poor earth on which we 
liv may be a perfect world—a world without a 
crime—without a tear. 


The Old Story in Plain English, with Notes and 
Comments. 
v. 

* Peace on earth and good will to men" is the 
Christian motto. In theory and practical results, 
it is war to the knife and knife to the hilt, and pro- 
scription and persecution to all who differ from 
him. The God myth is the great drive-wheel to 
Chistian intolerance. When the Ohristian's motiv 
is understood, it will be found that he is not work- 
ing for the benefit of man but for the glory of God. 
And every man becomes his enemy whenever he 
does anything which the Ohristian imagins will be 
displeasing to his fetich. 

As long as the Christian believes in this great 
imaginary Mogul of the skies he will cling to his 
Bible. As long as he clings to his Bible he will be 
trying to shape the thought and actions of men to 
the eivilization of three thousand years ago, and 
there is the end of progress. i 

As long as the God idea remains we must expect 
to be hated and scorned, boycotted and persecuted, 
by every device which Ohristian ingenuity, backed 
up by fiendish malice, can invent. 

Suppose that all belief in this heavenly nonde- 
script should be blotted out. Would not the sun 
and stars continue to shine and the planets to re- 
volve? Would men turn to monsters, and worry 
and butcher each other, and moral chaos reign? 
There are thousands who take no stock in the sky- 
perched Mikako, and as far as I know they are in- 
offensiv people, while thousands are found in the 
jails and penitentiaries who hav worn out the 
knees of their pants bowing down before this im- 
aginary judge who is supposed should hold court 
above the clouds. A man who has reasoned him- 
self out of the God-myth has reasoned far enough 
to know that a blameless life can only conduce to 
happiness. For every Atheist reported, name and 
address to be given, guilty of a crime, I will agree 
to giv the names and addresses of fifty criminals 


who believe in a God, and one-fifth of them will be | 


priests and ministers. 
If there is a god of truth who has revealed him- 


Let it be intimated that it was not an act of jus- 


tice to send bears to tear forty-two children to 
pieces; that the punishment bore no just relation 
to the offense, the Christian replies it must hav been 
just, because it was inflicted by God himself. 


When told that the wars of extermination which 
were waged, in which men, women, and children 


were brutally butchered, and women were ripped 


up alive, were inhuman and cruel, the answer is that 
God commanded those wars, and none but hell- 
deserving heretics will accuse God of injustice and 
cruelty. 

When a powerful savage tribe, instigated by no 
motiv but plunder, made a descent upon a weaker 
tribe and took by force their oxen, camels, sheep, 
and goats, and all they possessed, and led the peo- 
ple into captivity, the Ohristian defends the plun- 
dering horde by saying that they were instruments 
in the hands of God to punish his enemies who wor- 
shiped other gods. 

Thus it will be seen that there is no war so un- 
just, no crime so dark, no outrage so great that the 
Christian will not indorse it when he believes it is 
sanctioned by the great, cruel war-god above the 
clouds. 

Thus all sense of justice is lost; all the milk of 
human kindness dried up, and the greatest outrages 
justified when men believe that the Bible is the 
word of God, when they find indorsed all the crimes 
enumerated here, and many more, fouler, deeper, 
and darker. 

In the light of these facts let anyone look over 
the history of the Christian religion and he will hav 
the key to all the ignorance, crime, injustice, ,and 
inhumanity which has characterized the Ohristian 
religion in every century since its first promulga- 
tion. And there is no way to reach or reform a 
Christian so long as his faith is grounded in a cruel, 
vindictiv God and his great book of fables, foibles, 
nonsense, and impossibilities. The Christian is 
compelled by his belief to act just as he does act 
and always has acted, and he always has been and 
is now a dangerous man without knowing it. An 
insane man is always dangerous and ignorant of 
the danger. 

The question is, how shall we break the spell 
which holds them midway between folly and insan- 
ity, and makes them reject the most important 
truths and accept the most monstrous errors. 

We must put reason against blind faith, break 
down their confidence in gods and god-written 
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books, show them that hell and heaven exist only 
in a distempered imagination. As long as they 
fear hell and hope for heaven. and believe in a God 
who will everlastingly punish them if they do not 
accept every statement in & book which contains & 
hundred contradictions and indorses a8 many 
abominations, they will grovel in ignorance and be 
& curse rather than a blessing to their kind. 
: Joun Prox. 


Mrs. Stanton’s Birthday. 


The eightieth birthday of Mrs. Elizabeth Oady 
Stanton, woman suffragist and reformer, was cele- 
brated at the Metropolitan Opera. House, this city, 
on the evening of Tuesday, November 12th. There 
were three thousand women present, and & number 
of men, the latter being in the main those who are 
identified with Freethought and radical movements 
—among them T. B. Wakeman, Henry M. Taber, 
Dr. Foote, and J. K. Ingalls. On the platform with 
Mrs. Stanton were gathered nearly a score of the 
pioneer woman suffragists,- Susan B. Anthony, 
Isabella Beecher Hooker, Matilda Joslyn Gage, 
Mrs. Louisa Southworth, Elizabeth Sheldon, and 
others. There was also present John W. Hutchin- 
son, of the musical Hutchinson family, who, as 
Miss Anthony said, in the old days sang abolition 
into the hearts of the people when the orators could 
not talk it into their brains. 

Mrs. Mary Lowe Dickinson, president of the 
National Council of Women, presided, and in her 
introductory remarks stated that the organizations 
having members present represented more than a 
million women in the United States. Telegrams 
and messages were too numerous to be read, and 
only the names of the senders could be given. In 
the addresses there was a general tone hostil to the 
church. The Rev. Anna Shaw, who spoke first, de- 
elared: “The worst chain that has ever bound 
women has been the chain of religious superstition.” 

Miss Anthony read a list of “pioneers either 
present or sending greetings,” and also of those 
whom death has taken from the ranks. Of the iiv- 
ing she mentioned, paying a tribute to each, Parker 
Pillsbury, Amy Post, Lucy N. Colman, Matilda Jos- 
lyn Gage, Mrs. Olive H. Fraser Ingalls (wife of 
J. K. Ingalls), who was at the first woman suffrage 
meeting held in this state, and O. B. Waite, who 
fifty years ago published the Liberty Banner at 
Rock Island, Ill. It appeared that the pioneer abo- 
litionists were also pioneer woman-suffragists. A 
souvenir distributed to the audience contained the 
names of persons in sympathy with reform, 
Anthony Oomstock’s with the rest, though what 
claim that disreputableindividual has to be numbered 
amoug the supposed benefactors of mankind those 
who know him best will find it hardest to determin. 

There were many speakers on the program, in- 
cluding Mayor Strong, who was represented by his 
secretary, Mr. Job Hedges; M. Carey Thomas, 
president of Bryn Mawr Oollege; Clara Barton, 
president of the Red Oross Society; Mary T. Burt, 
president of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union; Mrs. W. R. Brooks, of the society for work 
among the Indians; Rev. Ida Hultin, Unitarian ; 
Harriet Hosmer, artist; Emma Blackwell, M.D.; 
Mrs. E. B. Cheney, missionary; Mrs. Fannie Barrier 
Williams, colored; Isabella O. Davis, Harriette A. 
Keyser, O. Chapman Catt, Ella Dietz Clymer, Lillie 
Devereaux Blake, and Mrs. Mary Wright Sewall. 
Not all of these, however, had opportunity to speak. 
Musical exercises formed part of the celebration, 
not the least notable of which was singing by a 
large choir of colored children. In the course of 
the evening a “ Tribute" in the form of a large sil- 
ver cup was presented to Mrs. Stanton by the New 
York City Woman's Suffrage League. 

When an address by Mrs. Stanton was announced 
the audience arose, waving handkerchiefs and cheer- 
ing. Mrs. Stanton, supported by & cane, advanced 
to the front of the stage and spoke briefly. Though 
her limbs were feeble, her voice was strong and 
penetrated every part of the immense auditorium. 
“I thank you all very much," she said, “for the 
tributes of love, respect, and gratitude which hav 
been sent to me in telegrams and letters, and ex- 
pressed in the presence of this great audience. As 
lam not able to stand very long, nor to talk loud 
enough, I hav invited Miss Helen Potter to read 
what I hav to say to you. Before I sit down I want 
to say one word to the men who are present. From 
all they hav had to listen to and to read in the pa- 
pers for the last forty years they may hav come to 

the conclusion that the new woman is going to 
‘crowd them entirely off the planet. I want to as- 
sure you all that, as long as you hav mothers, wives, 
and sweethearts, they will look out for you. I take 
pleasure in introducing Miss Potter, and you will 
think I hav said quite enough before she gets 
through.” 


Miss Helen Potter, who is an elocutionist and 
reader of distinction, then read from Mrs. Stanton’s 
manuscript the following address, which provoked 
both applause and laughter: 


It is a long time, nearly half a century, since & few per- 
sons met in a little Methodist church in Seneca Falls to 
discuss the status of woman under the laws of New York. 
T'hat was the first Woman's Rights Convention ever held, 
and there the first demand for suffrage was made. — But 
the vast majority of women ridiculed the idea of political 
rights for themselvs; the press caricatured the conven- 
tion; the pulpit denounced it, and many who took part 
withdrew their names and hav been seen no iore on our 
platform. 

Within two years conventions were held in half a dozen 
different states; letters of sympathy came from women 
all over this dountry, and from Italy, France, and Ger- 
many, from thosé who were taking an activ part in the 
revolutions of '48. 

And at that very time, strange to say, the earthquakes 
began in California, showing that old Mother Earth sym- 
pathized in the general upheaval, in the rebellion of her 
daughters against the creeds, codes, and customs of old 
civilizations. At that time, too, the invisibles began to 
knock and move tables; a new interest was awakened in 
psychological manifestations. 

In the first place I propose to-night to settle the ques- 
tion of woman’s sphere, so that we may never hear it 
mentioned again. That region has been traveled over 
so often that there is not a tree or flower or blade of grass 
to be found on it anywhere, yet excursions of men are, 
from time to time, surveying that old worn-out land to 
find woman's sphere. Ever since Eve left paradise the 
trend of human endeavor has been in this direction. 

Those who could pen poetry or prose hav written about 
it; those who could orate in any language under the sun 
hav talked about it; statesmen hav declared its limits in 
laws and constitutions; bishops iu scriptures and ser- 
mons; editors in journals; actors in tragedy; artists in 
Pictures, and scientists in osseous formations, muscles, 
nerves, and the size and quantity of feminin brains 

While Franklin, Kane, Loekwood, Greeley, and Peary 
hav been sailing amid polar ices to find the North Pole, I 
hav been traveling in the realm of the possibile to find 
the voting poll and woman's sphere. crossed, spyglass 
in hand, the imaginary lines of diameter and circumfer- 
ence supposed to bound it, took reckonings at every 
degree of latitude and longitude, all through the temper- 
ate, the torrid, and the frigid zones, and, halting one 
day, I found an old document purporting to hav been 
written at the dawn of creation when the gods were in 
consultation in regard to the creation of man. 

They said, ‘‘ Let us make man in our own image, male 
and female, and giv them dominion over the earth, and 
all that dwells thereon.” Here is the first title deed to 
this green earth, given equally to man and woman. 
Here we hav the first hint of ** God's intentions." 


Here Mrs. Stanton interposed a eulogy of man, 
and described his accomplishments in the material 
and spiritual worlds. She then continued: 


I imagin that at this point some carping women are 
saying to their neighbors: ‘‘ Where do we come in? It 
man is such a wonderful being, fills all space, and is in 
every derartment of industries, where is our sphere?" 
It is plain to every rational mind that if man is every- 
where, doing every thing, and woman of necessity must re- 
main her allotted time on this planet, their sphere must be 
thesame. They are, ever must be, indissolubly bound to- 
gether as mother and father, hüsband and wife, sister 
and brother, in childhood, in marriage, in all life's strug- 
gles, ever sharing each other's joys and sorrows. With 
tearsof affection and immortelle wreaths they perform the 
last offices of love and friendship for each other, and in 
the bosom of Mother Earth, side by side, they rest at last 
together. 

The other thought I would emphasize to-night is the 
next step to be taken in our march to freedom. We 
must now make the same demand of the church that we 
hav made of the state during the last fifty years, for the 
same rights, privileges, and immunities that man enjoys. 

First: We must see that the canon lawe, the Mosaic 
code, scriptures, prayer books, and liturgies be purged 
of all invidious distinctions of sex, of all false teaching as 
to woman’s origin, character, and destiny. 

Second: We must demand an equal place in the offices 
of the church ag pastors, elders, deacons; an equal voice 
in the creeds, disciplin, in all business matters, and in 
the synods, conferences, and general assemblies. 

Third: We must insist that all unworthy reflections on 
the sacred character of the mother of the race, such as 
the allegory of her creation and fall, and Paul’s assump- 
tions as to her social status, be expunged from our 
church literature. Such sentiments cannot inspire the 
rising generation with respect for their mothers. 

Fourth: We must demand that the pulpit be no longer 
desecrated with men who read these invidious passages 
of scripture and preach from texts that teach the sub- 
ordination of one-half the human race to the other. 


On the following day Mrs. Stanton and many of 
the other pioneers held a reception at the Hotel 
Savoy, and all the audience were invited to attend. 
It was not so formal an occasion as the celebration, 
but there was equal enthusiasm. Among the feat- 
ures of the reception was & poem read by William 
Lloyd Garrison, Jr. The Massachusetts men who 
lately voted against woman suffrage were dealt with 
very caustically by Mrs. Anna Shaw. 

A plaster cast of the clasped hands of Mrs. 
Stanton and Miss Anthony has been taken and will 
be reproduced in marble by Miss Meg Oulbertson. 
There are a sufficient number of the pioneer woman 
suffragists that their eightieth birthdays may be 
celebrated about twice in a decade. Miss Anthony’s 
will come in 1900. 


Mrs, Stanton Tells a Funny Story. 


When Elizabeth Cady Stanton was a young woman 
she helped to educate a young man for the ministry, 


a circumstance which she now recalls with consid- 
erable amusement and is fond of citing as an exam- 
ple of the peculiar proneness of woman to “make 
a ladder of herself for man to climb on,” and of the 
equally noticeable tendency of the latter to regard 
the said ladder with contempt, and to forget that 
he has used it. 

It was the custom then in the Presbyterian 
church, to which Mrs. Stanton belonged, for partic- 
ular congregations to undertake the education for 
the church of some particular young man, and in 
this case the responsibility was assumed by a group 
of enthusiastic young ladies. The fortunate youth 
chosen was an exceptionally bright, handsome fel- 
low, and most of them were in love with him; Mrs. 
Stanton supposes she was, too. Besides that, they 
thought they were engaged in God's service, and so 
they worked and begged untiringly, getting up 
bazars and festivals and resorting to all the other 
devices whereby the feminin “ church-worker" is 
accustomed to extort money from a selfish public. 

By these means they were enabled to send their 
protege to college and then to a seminary, from 
both of which institutions he graduated with high 
honors, receiving a call at once, on leaving the lat- 
ter, to a very important church. The young ladies 
then presented him with a nice little library, and 
just before his ordination they gave him, as a last 
act of devotion, the finest suit of clothes that they 
could buy, complete in every detail from the shiny 
silk hat to the polished boots. 

Last of all they asked him to come and preach 
for them. He did so, and, with the modesty and 
good taste of which only a budding theologian 
would hav been capable, he took for his text the 
84th verse of the 14th chapter of 1 Corinthians, 
beginning: “Let your women keep silence in the 
churches.” 

“And it was a very good thing, too,” says Mrs. 
Sianton, “for it had the effect of so thoroughly 
disgusting us all that we never educated another 
minister.” 


Observations. 

A member of the German Reichstag has been 
sent to jail for four months, for criticising the em- 
peror. His offense is technically termed “ leze- 
majesty,” which is next in turpitude to sacrilege. 
We hav no such offense under American law, though 
the word “scurrility” in the post-office act means 
substantially the same thing. Any adverse criti- 
cism of a monarch, or any disrespectful act toward 
him, is leze-majesty. For example, at one time any 
person was guilty of this offense who changed his 
clothes in the presence of a statue of the emperor, 
or imitated the garments worn by his majesty. A 
while ago the emperor of Germany wrote a song— 
said by musicians to be very “bum”—and some 
critics at Hamburg who made sport of it were 
arrested and prosecuted. Their offense was leze- 
majesty. Our institutions hav not been threatened 
by any such sacrilege since General Ooxey walked 
on the grass in Washington. 


It is necessary sometimes that a newspaper re- 
porter should be intelligent. Another may do 
justice to a sermon, but he has no business to at- 
tempt the reporting of anything else. To exem- 
plify: the young man sent by the New York Sun 
to write up the Sunday afternoon session of the 
late Freethought Congress should hav been at 
church. He heard President Bird of the Newark 
Liberal League, who is a florist, say something 
about the multiplication of flowers and sex in 
plants, and immediately experienced a violent ama- 
tory impulse; and when Mr. Bird in further devel- 
oping this fascinating branch of evolution—to 
which Darwin devoted a great deal of study—ob- 
served that there was sexual attraction among 
flowers as among human beings, and that with the 
latter this force influenced even religious gather- 
ings, reflex action got in its work on the represent. 
ativ of the press. While in the consequent state 
of collapse he wrote his report of the proceedings. 
After indulging in the expression of an opinion 
totally opposed to that of his editor-in-chief about 
the exclusion of Tat Trurs Srzxzr from the Oana- 
dian mails, he turned his attention to Mr. Bird, who, 
he said, “elaborated his ideas in a manner hardly 
suitable for publication—unless it were in Tux 
Truro Szzxer;” to which withering sarcasm he 
added a few hebetudinous lies about the conduct 
of the audience, and so dried up his imbecil drivel. 
A half-witted donkey introduced in the hall stern 
foremost, while asleep, would hav obtained just at 
clear an impression of the significance of the meet- 
ing as that which the reporter conveyed to the 
readers of the Sun. 

«In Oanada, by the way, Taz TauTH SzEkrR has 
been put under the ban as a scurrilous and obscene 


Novemper 28, 1895] 


publication.” So says Liberty, and I request my 
Unele Benjamin. to revise his statement and tell it 
just as itis. The charge is not obscenity, but blas- 
phemy. In this country the religious spook has 
been largely divested of its former immunity from 
adverse criticiam, though the moral spook retains 
what the other has lost; but in Canada it is still 
unsafe to disparage the theological Giascutis. 
That is to say: here, the citizen may say what he 
chooses about the Theos if he will observe silence 
as to the Phallos; while in the Dominion both are 
held in awe, and neither may be mentioned except. 
in a reverential tone of voice. It is an offense 
against accuracy, Mr. Tucker, to say tweedledum 
yhen the facts require that you should say twee- 
edee. 


Pred pone oe Ohooiaw nation has decreed that 
iscussion of jan olment i 
with death.— News of the Week. ED LL AI e 

Land allotment will be understood as private in- 
stead of community ownership of the soil. But the 
foregoing item is not quoted for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the Jand question. It is to direct attention 
to the beautiful system the wise men of the Choc- 
taw nation hav discovered for settling it without 
discussion. Apart from the restrictions always put 
upon debate by religious medicin men, I hav heard 
of nothing approaching it except the course adopted 
by certain Socialistic persons who attended the 
meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Olub, Nov. 8th, 
when “Individual Freedom” was the topic for dis- | 
cussion. These political economists listened with 
marked attention and approval to Mr. Matchett, 
who expressed the views they had been instructed 
to applaud, and then endeavored incontinently to 
howl down all whose trend of thought was in some 
other direction. So odious was their conduct in 
this respect that the professed enemies of Socialism 
would need to exercise great ingenuity to devise a 
more successful scheme for demonstrating the un- 
desirable results of that economic system. Herr 
Oppenheimer, who has talked Socialism at the club 
for the last ten years, blushed for them, apologized 
for them, and finally repudiated them. Mr. Wake- 
man, who is more Socialistic in his theories than 
Karl Marx himself, administered reproof that would, 
doubtless, hav put the Choctaw Indians to confu- 
sion and shame, knowing it to be deserved. And 
still they hooted. Inquiry among other attendants 
with collectivist sympathies led to the identification 
of the disturbers as the disciples of Brother De 
Leon, editor of the People, from whom an explana- 
tion is due. He ought to tell us whether members of 
the capitalistic class would hav behaved better or 
worse. 

Mr. Orine’s suggestion that the binding force of 
religious superstition might be profitably employed 
to restrain persons in certain stages of development 
may hav something in it. Pending domestication, 
some zoological specimens are safest in a cage. 


Following the: example of Mr. George Gould, 
who last year purchased social eminence and a 
measly French count with his father’s money and 
his sister’s trousseau, our citizeness, Mrs. W. K. 
Vanderbilt, has traded her daughter and $5,000,000 
for an insignificant English duke. The dicker 
was announced as a marriage, and a number of 
months were devoted to the preliminaries—includ. 
ing financial settlements and a rehearsal of tne 
wedding, at which the duke was not present, pre- 
sumably for the reason that he might hav forgotten 
that it was only a rehearsal and overacted his part. 
But the actual marriage occupied probably less than 
five minutes, so it is plain enough that the union 
of the minor contracting parties as husband and 
wife was simply an incident. The duke needed 
money, and had his title to raise it on; the Vanderbilt 
family wanted blue blood, and had money to buy it 
with, and the girl was a handy vehicle of exchange. 
The duke of Marlborough is an undersized strip- 
ling, who in Chicago would be called a runt; the 
girl isa slim brunet, who has never been noticed 
for graces of mind or person even by the news- 
papers; hence the prospect that the next duke 
of Marlborough will be gifted by nature is not 
hopeful. 

If this young couple had gone before a justice of 
the peace, or behind a door, and exchanged the vows 
which neither is expected to keep, anyone who 
should offer remarks about the matter would de- 
gerve to be snubbed; but the splurge they hav made 
is scandalous and must be 80 characterized. When 
young ladies permit it to be advertised so exten- 
sivly and so persistently that they are about to 
undisguise themselvsin the presence of the antago- 
nistic sex, they force upon public attention pro- 
ceedings which in their nature are anatomical and 
private. If several high-salaried clergymen had not 
given the exhibition their sanction, the indecency of 
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the thing would seem almost as flagrant as that of 
the persons who for smaller considerations and less 
ostentatiously make other contracts, and are there- 
for pulled by the police. 


A dirty, infamous sheet yelped: Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
has ones or twice fallen in our mail Its sole object 
seenis to be to promote irreligion, immorality, and an- 
archy. The postal department of Canada has ruled 
against it as immoral literature, and we think our self- 
respecting postal people will soon do themselvs and 
comimoz decency the same credit. No one but one in 
legtie with the powers of darkness could produce such 
infamous literature.—Baptist Record, Meridian, Miss. 

I hav turned the dictionary over to discover what 
“yelped” means in the first line of the forego. 
ing selection from the religious press, but get no 
bent Without doubt it isa fighting word. The 

ecord tells its subscribers who can read that this 
journal is ruled against as immoral. I know that 
when a man is a natural-born liat, or has become 
one for Christ's sake, it is unkind to restrain him in 
the use of his gift, but really the editor of the Zec- 
ord must be solicited to come down. Call it blas- 
phemy, brother, and do not mar the beauties of 
your style with inaccuracies of statement. Put 
a gun in your belt and camp on the trail of the 
Infidel. Shoot right and left, and then up in the 
air. Giv us more hostil language. It is time for 
unbelievers to be apprised that God never sent his 
only begotten son on earth for his health. 


In the penitentiary at Kingston, Canada, there 
are four hundred and ninety-four (494) convicts, of 
whom one (1) is a Jew and one (1) an Infidel. The 
492 others are Ohristians, and are provided with 
two chaplains at an annual cost of $2,400, or about 
$5 ahead. Nothing appears to be done for the 
Infidel and the Jew, although they are entitled, in 
equity, to $10 worth of Judaism and Infidelity per 
annum. Or will it be said that the chaplains are 
hired for the benefit of these two? That would be 
logical, I think, for there is no sense in preaching 
to a convict that same faith under the influence of 
which he committed his offense. When a man’s 
religion lands him in jail, he should be permitted 
to jar loose from it. But the theory that religious 
instruction in the Kingston penitentiary is for the 
minority is shown to be untenable by the fact that 
there are two chaplains—a Ostholie priest with 
147 parishioners, and a Church of England minister 
with 131 communicants—when one would answer 
the purpose of a Jew or an Infidel just as well as 
more. The fact is, the unbelievers are not provided 
for at all, which is wholly inconsistent. If the ref- 
ormation of a Ohristian ean be effected by giving 
him more Christianity, the same method ought to 
work with the others. The isolated Infidel, there- 
fore, would be justified in demanding an annual 
subscription to Secular Thought. 

In their overtures for union with the Roman 
Catholic church, the Episcopalians are not getting 
exactly what you could call the glad hand. A dis- 
tinguished Oatholic theologian of New York, being 
asked what he thought about the proposition, re- 
plied that in his opinion it was “too late in the day 
to baptize the bastard of Henry the Eighth." Not 
every hour does a rift in the clouds of human iras- 
cibility giv us an opportunity to behold the true 
figure of Ohristian Charity, but when we do get a 
glimps of her we hav to acknowledge that she is a 
bird. Gro. E. Maocponaxp. 


Thanksgiving, 1895. 


Banks are bustin’ every where, 

And Grover says, ‘‘ Praise God;” 
Making the tramp and millionaire, 

And Grover says, '* Praise God.” 
Did Grover work and earn his gold, 
And not ** come in" on deals so bold— 
Were he in winter pinched with cold, 

Would Grover still ‘‘praise God” ? 


The hireling press deceives the land, 

And Grover says, ‘‘ Praise God; ” 
With cries of ** Plenty on every hand,” 

And Grover says, ‘‘ Praise God; ” 
But when the despot leaves his throne, i 
From which he's made the poor to groan 
Through bonds and gold —when Grove is gone, 

The toilers will ‘‘ Praise God." 


A. B. Lennox. 


The Postal Censorship. 
From the London Freethinker. 

There is a good deal of sham liberty in “free and 
independent” America. A wretched fellow called 
Comstock, secretary of the Vice Society (as old 
Cobbett used to call the original body in England), 
pretty well decides on his own hand what literature 
shall pass through the United States mail. It now 
appears that the postmaster-general of Canada has 
prohibited the transmission of our gallant contem- 
porary, the New York Truth Seeker. By & stroke 
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of his pen he stops the circulation of this paper in 


the whole Dominion, and there is absolutely no ap- 
peal against his decision. It is really astonishing 
that “free” people should hire a man to carry their 
letters, and let the fellow dictate what they shall 


read. Yet so it is, and they submit to it like a lot 


of sheep—all but the Freethinkers. 

The Christian Reformer calls for the suppression 
of The Truth Seeker. This is to “induce” its 
readers to “seek something more wholesome.” The 
Truth Seeker remarks that “the prescription is a 
very simple one, but it is not new.” Of course not. 
It is as old as the first rogue who joined the first. 
fool to hunt dowa the first honest man.. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Speech on the ** Declaratiom 
of Independence ” and His ** Vision of War.” 

For many months this speech has been out of 
print and unobtainable. By permission of the 
Colonel and his publisher we hav now put it into a 
neat pamphlet, with fancy coloréd cover, and a por- 
trait of the speaker. We hav included also the 
* Vision of War," which many hav desired to hav in 
compact and cheap form to hand to friends. The 
price of the pamphlet is ten cents. The “ Declara- 
tion of Independence” is the centennial oration 
delivered July 4, 1876, at Peoria, Ill, and the 
* Vision of War” is an extract from a speech de- 
livered at the soldiers’ reunion at Indianapolis, in 
September of the same year, beginning, “ The past 
rises before me like a dream." 


It isn't a great way from now to the sun festival 
known as Ohristmas—an adaptation of pagan rites 
to Ohristian necessities—and those who intend to 
follow the pretty custom of making presents to 
their friends on that occasion will find on another 
page of this issue of Taz Trova Szxxrs a list of 
books suitable for that purpose. If our friends 
desire we can hold the books till a few days before 
the festival and mail or express them so that they 
will reach the destination at the right time. A 
present that we would recommend is to send to 
your Liberal friead who does not now take it, a 
copy of Tae Teura Szrxer a year for $3, which 
carries with it a copy of the “Freethinker’s Picto- 
trial Text-Book” in boards. For $3.50 we will send 
cloth bound book, with gilt side stamp—a hand- 
some present indeed, with the added attraction of 
a weekly remembrance from yourself to your friend 
in the shape of Taz TaurH Szexer. Such a present 
will do you good, your friend good, and us good— 
& combination of goodness which seems hard to 
resist. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


T, M. FunnzB, the ex-minister who spoke at the recent 
Freethought Congress, will deliver Liberal lectures. 
Address, 116 Pearlstreet, Paterson, N. J. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner's Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 


Tut Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. 

Tas First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tas Omaha (Neb.) Philosophical Society meets every 
Sunday at 2.30 P.w., in Washington Hall, 18th and Har- 
ney streets. Questions pertaining to theology, Free- 
thought, and science freely discussed. All are welcome, 


S. P. Putnam lectures at East Dennis, Mass., on No- 
vember 24th. Mr. Putnam will lecture in New England 
during the month of November. He desires engagements 
at all possible points in this section. Friends will com- 
municate with him at 28 Lafayette place, New York, care 
of this office. . 

Tur Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o'clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M 
P. MeLeod, secretary, 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 a.m 
to 10 p.m.; dues, 15 cents per month. 


Tun Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for November: 

Nov. 24—Joint Debate. Franklin Steiner and Prof. John 
S. Van Cleve. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for November: 

Nov. 223—“ The Suaday Laws.” Win. Jay Groo, Ed- 
ward Grosse. 

Nov. 29—'* The Authority and Necessity of Faith." Rev. 
E. J, O. Millington, Thaddeus B, Wakeman. 
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T9etters of (Rriends. 


Eleven More Recruits. 
Farao, N. D., Nov. 2, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please sind $3 for 
your excellent TRUTH SEEKER and “ Pic- 
torial Text-Book.” E. HERZMAN. 


-—— — 


No, GREENFIELD, N. Y., Oct. 30, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER one year, and the '' Pic- 
torial Text-Book.” Ep. P. Lawton. 


ARDMORE, Mo., Nov. 4, 1895. 
Mr. Evrror: I inclose you $3 for one 
year’s subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book." 
Yours truly, Jamrs P. Dunoan, 


Prano, Tex., Oct. 31, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 25, for 
which please send Tug TRUTH SEEKER one 
year, with ** Pictorial Text-Book " and the 
ANNUAL. Ep. M. Conpwett. 


San Marcar, N. M., Nov. 7, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3 for 
one year’s subscription to Tue TRUTH 
SerxKer, and the ** Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Mrs. Lypia CAMPBELL. 


Grant Orrx, Mo., Oct. 31, 1895. 
Mr. Epvitor: Inclosed please find $3, for 
which send THe Truru SEEKER to my ad- 
dress for one year, and your “' Pictorial 
Text- Book.” T. E. CARPENTER. 


Irvona, Pa., Oat. 30, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.50, for 
which send me Tae TRUTH SEEKER for one 
year, the ‘Age of Reason,” and the ‘‘ Iu- 
gersoll-Gladstone Controversy” about 
Christianity. Do not forget the ‘‘ Picto- 
rial Text-Book.” H. J. Green. 


Exx, Ia., Nov. 1, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find #3, for which 
please send TRUTH SEEKER one year, and 
‘* Pictorial Text-Book " to W. F. Burger. 
As I was entitled to the book for new sub- 
Seriber, and as I hav the book, I wish you 
to send it to him, which I hope you will 

do, as it adds one more to our family. 
Yoursíraternaly, J.C. DVORAK. 


Bia Sprinas, Tex., Oct. 28, 1895. 
Mr, Eprror: Inclosed find $7 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and Putnam’s ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” as my broth- 
er’s subscription has ruu out, and I can’t 
be without the paper. The fifty cents ex- 
tra is for the Congress, and to help pay ex- 
penses; am sorry I cannot be present my- 

self. Yours in thought, R. SCHUBERT. 


Panx River, N. D., Oct. 15, 1895. 

Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find $19. Send 
Truru SEEKER and ‘ Pictorial Text-Book " 
to new subscribers whose addresses are 
given elsewhere. Credit $5 from Sander 
Soll of this place for Liberal purposes; $2 
for myself for the same; the balance for 
one year and five months' subscription for 
myself to Toe Tauta SEEKER and the 
books named. I would hav sent this 
money sooner, but money was too scarce. 

The theocrats and so-called Christians 
closed my place of business and put an 
injunctional order thereon immediately 
after after S. P. Putnam’s lecture at this 
place last fall. It would seem that it makes 
them feel good and bappy to see Liberals 
in trouble or misery, ard still they preach 
*love.” 

They would rather hav a murderer, a 
burglar, a seandalmonger, or a swindler 
join the Methodist Episcopal charch than 
see an honest man sell a glass of malt, be- 
cause the former are better people in their 
estimation. Itis a good thing that tastes 
are not to bedisputed. Some of the worst 
Sabbath-breakers we hav around here are 
noted for their hypocrisy and the high 
standing in the M, E. church. But their 
little schemes and infractions of the Sun- 
day Jaw are overlooked, simply because 
they are Methodisis. On the other hand, 
if a mau does not take any stock in that 
Methodist humbug, they hav him arrested 
simply for loading a water tank on his 
wagon on Sunday during harvest time, and 
this outrage was perpetrated on one of our 
best citizens in this town only a few weeks 
ago. 

Our local M. E. preacher, or, as Mr. 
` Putnam calls him, ** The Reverend Smel- 
ler of Park River,” recently went to Jeru- 


keep it going where it can, as the ignorant 


salem to smell around. If they don’t cru- | graphic and entertaining letters of Mr. 


cify him there, he will probably be back 
soon with a piece of old gunnysack and 
tell his deluded congregation that ‘‘it isa 
piece of Christ's coattail," which would be 
& new discovery in Christian science. I 
believe in equal rights and privileges, on 
all questions, for every man, woman, and 
child, regardless of creed or nationality. 

I hate to see a whip used for bringing 
people to church. If the church is God's 
institution, why don’t he take care of it? 
Why should he hav to call upon the 
government to help frame laws to keep 
his chosen people straight? Every good 
thing takes care of itself if left alone. 

The church people do not even pay taxes 
on millions of church property, and then 
they want to be protected, while we tax- 
payers are not protected. 

I, for one, and many other Liberals and 
non-sectarians, hope and trust that that 
uncalled-for, unwarranted, and cowardly 
attempt of the jesuitical A. P. Caron, 
postmaster-general of Canada, to suppress 
the freedom of the press, and especially 
your excellent Freethought organ, THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, wil prove abortiv and a 
farce. If a bigot of the stripe of A. P. 
Caron at Ottawa, a priest-ridden Romau- 
ist, is allowed to use his official position to 
crush the truth as published in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, what wil not the theocrats do 
next? If your paper is to be prohibited 
circulation through the mails, why not 
prohibit the Bible also, because it is 
clearly apparent and manifest to the mind 
of every intelligent and impartial reader 
of the Bible that certain parts of that so- 
called divine book, chiefly the Old Tes- 
tament, are more trashy, more scurrilous, 
more shocking fo human decency, and 
more blasphemous than any article or edi- 
torial ever published in THe TRUTH 
SEEKER or any other newspaper, the 
Police Gazette not excepted? O consist. 
ency, thou art a jewel! 

Yours for truth, right, humanity, and 
liberty, Joun MUNDIGAL. 


For Munitions of War. 
MinwaukzE, Wis., Nov. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Epitor: I forward you another 
year’s subscription to keep the old paper 
on the warpath. If it can’t go to Canada, 


are not all dead yet; so keep it before 
them. Truth will prevail sometime. 
Yours truly, J. P. WHIPPLE. 


Yes, They Are Hearing About Us. 

BovunpER CREEK, Caw., Oct. 28, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: For the first time since the 
beginning of all things I see the great 
dailies of San Francisco hav had telegraphic 
reports from and hav actually published a 
synopsis of the proceedings of the Ameri- 
can Freethought Federation. The world 
moves. Yours truly, C. C. RODGERS. 


‘Converted Reprobates.?? 
Lonpvon, OnT., Nov. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inelosed $5 to 
pay my subscription for the torch of 
reason. I hav been a little negligent—not 
for the want of money exactly, but for the 
want of time. I want you to send me 
some pamphlets, radical ones, of course— 
** Bible Morals,” ** Self Contradictions of 
the Bible," Ingersoll's lecture on the 
Bible, and **Hard Knocks at Christianity." 

I receive the paper pretty regularly; 
sometimes they keep it over Sunday, 
but Ihav not time to read much lately; 


"though I like the pictures all the same. 


These pamphlets are good when you get 
into the company of alot of those con- 
verted reprobates who are not prohibited 
in Canada. JOSEPH ALLASTER. 


Help Us, and We Will Educate Canada 
Yet. 
Buruineton JUNCT., Mo., Oct. 29, 1895. 
Mr. Epiror: You will please find 50 
cents, for which send me your paper three 
months, beginning with the date of 19th 
inst., containing the first article of John 
Peck. There is much Freethought exist- 
ing here and I will take great pleasure in 
placing my papers where they will do the 
most good. If the Trnth Seeker Company 
could afford it, it should flood benighted 


Canada with its publications per express 


charges prepaid. 


I hav been much interested in the sam- 
ple copies you sent me, especially in the 


Putnam, lately in England. Your fight 

for the personal liberty of mankind is 

noble and heroic and must win in the end. 
Yours truly, G. W. May. 


There Is Peace in the Woods. 
MoMorray, Wasa., Oct. 26, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: The fanatics hav begun 
already here on the Pacific Coast in the 
bigger cities and towns, but, thanks to 
the goodness of nature, there is peace in 
the woods yet. f . 

I was in Seattle a few days ago and heard 
one of those Jesus worshipers tell people 
that Sir Walter Scott died with the knowl- 
edge that there was a God and a hell and 
that Thomas Paine died drunk, and all this 
within twenty-five feet of a TRUTH SEEKER 
that was hanging as a sign for a news- 
dealer, and it seemed to me that Heston's 
cartoon was smiling at that man’s lies. 
When will the Christians learn to tell the 
truth? Perhaps never, for if they did 
they would be Christians no more, for 


Christianity in itself is a falsehood, and as 
the tree is so will the fruit be. That is the 
natural consequence of the law of cause 
and effeot. 


J. S. ODEGAARD. 


A Woman's Arraignment of Religion, 
Lexineron, Ky., Nov. 5, 1895, 
Mr. Eprror: Canada was once a peace- 


ful land under the rule of the French, but 
not as at present, holy, consecrated, and 
pure. 
the hand of Cain when he slew his brother 
Abel. 


It has the same religion that dyed 


Religion has filled temples, like that of 


Pegu, with beautiful women, whose honor 
was sacrificed to pay the expenses of the 
place; such houses, now, secularized, pay 
a tax to the church. 

mild," is their request. 
murdered in ancient times to pacify the 


**Please draw it 
Women were 


gods, but this was considered a holy act. 
Plantus speaks of tables in holy houses, 
loaded with luxuries, rows of gaudily- 
dressed courtesans being present. Moses 
was not able to suppress these things (ac- 


cording to history) in the temple, amid 
show and fretted gold, rich embroidery, 
coarse luxury. 
bound hand and foot by men of the most 
hardened character —holy tools. 
them how could the church be sustained? 


At such times truth is 
Without 


The holiness of Canada is bent only on 


preserving intact the slavery of heart and 
brain, the groveling darkness, the loath- 
some chicanery of religion. 
Land men abhor the atmosphere of Free- 
thought, their strongest citadel of safety 
being founded on dreams and fallacies 
presented with a cool and flendish audac- 
ity which belongs only to religion. 


In the Holy 


What will the greedy saints of this Holy 


Land do in the battle between noble prin- 
ciples and religious falsehood, which is 
just ready to convulse society? Remem- 


ber, religionist, your habit-of deceit, your 


teaching of myths to the masses, how you 
hav crippled the human intellect to pay 
your board. 


In the midst of hollow 
grandeur does not the earth tremble be- 
neath your feet? Deeper and deeper wil! 
you sink in the quagmire of religious vice 
till your very name will be lost in oblivion. 
Respectfully, ALHAZA, 


Liberals, Not Chris‘ians, Must Support 
Our Cause. 
Faroun, Kan., Nov. 5, 1895. 

Mr. Enprtor: Inclosed find $3, which 
apply on my subscription. I am late, but 
can’t helpit. Owing to the maneuvers of 
the Demo-Repulican party, there is very 
little money in circulation with us. 

I had almost concluded to let THE TRUTH 
SEEKER go on account of the scarceness of 
coin, though I like the paper in every way 
and am one of your old standbys, but you 
know the whole need no physician (my 
case), but my conscience revolted. This 
question arose: Who shallsupport the Lib- 
eral papers and the men at the front of our 
army? The answer was, Only the re- 
deemed, the Liberals; so in order to attain 
peace I must remit, and your exclusion 
from Canada should make every Liberal 
act doubly quick. I hav in my travels 
met men who claimed to be Liberals and 
had at one time been Christians and lib- 
erally supported the church and its shep- 
herds, but now remain fossils and do not 
giv a nickel to the Liberal cause; aud thou- 


sands of others who hav got plumb dis- 
t 


gusted with the Christian religion and do 
not know nor care to know that there is 
such a thing as Liberal literature pub- 
lished on this terra firma. 

I hav been waiting to see Ingersoll, with 
his talent, force, and ability, take a hand 
in the people’s fight on money, transporta- 
tion, the initiativ and referendum and 
help to once more restore this republic to 
the people and make it the land of the free 
and the home of the brave. I hope you 
can stay at the helm till the Demo-Repub- 
liean fog has cleared off and the people 
get their innings. I know you will then 
be secure. Your for righting all wrongs, 

Gus. Eoxwatt. 


Emotion Dependent on Physical Changes. 


New York, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1895. 
Mr. Epiror: Speed Mosby argues 
neatly in this week’s issue that we hav no 
experience of physical pain except in con- 
nection with disturbance of the sensory 
nerves, and that at death these nerves, in 
common with the rest of the body, are dis- 
sipated into their constituent atoms that 
go to form other bodies, etc. Even if we 
admit a hell, there is therefore a high im- 
probability that our **8ouls" could feel 
physical pain there. With mental pain 
Mr. Mosby deals otherwise. It appears to 
me he need hav made no such distinction, 
and thereby had a stronger case. Back in 
1855, Herbert Spencer, in his ‘‘ Principles 
of Psychology,” pointed out the obvious 
fact that every mental emotion is accom- 
panied by numerous bodily changes, such 
as heart-beating, quickened breathing, 
perspiration, derangement of the digestiv, 
sexual, and excretory organs, etc. He 
suggested that in a pleasant emotion these 
changes were beneficial to the body; ina 
painful one, harmful. Modern psychology 
goes further and says that, in these bodily 
changes, and in them alone, emotion has its 
origin. An emotion only follows the re- 
ceipt by the brain of nerve messages an- 
nouncing such bodily changes. Without 
nerves, no emotion, painful or pleasurable. 

No body, no pain, physical nor mental. 

Scurum. 


A Vicarious Trip to Europe. 
Cni1caao, ILL.. Nov. 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: On Monday I had the ex- 
quisit pleasure of visiting the newly. 


elected treasurer of the Secular Union 


and Federation at Rochelle, I!l, Otto 
Wettstein. I found this Freethought sage 
amid a dazzling array of diamonds and 
other gems that burst upon my view like 
the startling vision of Aladdin. He is 
preparing for the holiday season, and has 
ordered a large quantity of precious stones 
and the latest novelties in gold and silver 
jewelry. It was my intention to leave 
that night, but I was prevailed on to re- 
main, and am very much pleased that I 
came to that conclusion. The Freethought 
pilgrim always receives a royal welcome at 
the home of the Wettsteins. Mrs. Wett- 
stein possesses that charm of making one 
feel thoroughly at home, and was full of 
delightful reminiscences of a year’s sojourn 
in the beautiful city of Heidelberg. Mas- 
ter William Cullen Bryant was in a sort of 
chrysalis state. While there he had an 
effort to cast off his English. Now the 
trouble was to forget his German. 

After supper a great collection of views 
of the celebrated university city were 
brought out, and for some time we were 
practically transported to the classic pre- 
cincts of the Neckar and the Rhine. The 
town of Heidelberg is situated at the foot 
of Castle Hill, a spur of the Kénigsstuhl, 
on the south bank of the Neckar, and 
about five miles from its junction with the 
Rhine, and is a city of romantic beauty. 

The chief attraction for strangers is the 
famous castle, which overhangs the west 
part of the town. It towers on Castle Hill, 
or more properly the Jettenbuhl, 330 feet 
above the Neckar. The older portion is 
only a ruin, yet its extent, its magnificence, 
its beautiful situation, and more than all 
its interesting history, render it by far the 
most noteworthy, as it is certainly the 
largest and grandest, of the old castles of 
Germany. It was founded about the mid- 
dle of the thirteenth century and passed 
through various vicissitudes, suffaring se- 
verely during the Thirty Years’ War; it 
was three times dismantled by the French 
and at last struck by lightning and com- 
pletely destroyed. 
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Within the castle grounds a modern 
building or palace has been erected, which 
contains an interesing antiquarian museum 
and the celebrated Great Tun, or wine 
cask, which will hold 49,000 gallons, It 
makes one thirsty to think of it. 

Some of those buildings in the castle in- 
elosure contain the finest examples of 
Renascence architecture in Germany. 

Next to the castle, the University is the 
great attraction at Heidelberg, the library 
of which contains some 300,000 volumes. 
This noted seat of [learning is largely pa- 
tronized by English and Americans, 

It would be almost impossible to find a 
better example of the medieval and mod- 
ern ideas and architecture than are to be 
found in this vicinity. To me its greatest 
‘claim to distinction is that in 1848 was held 
:at Heidelberg the convention that led to 
the revolution in that year. 

Besides the German views, there were 
‘others of Belgium and England, more es- 
pecially London and Southampton. The 
Wettstein party visited the Tower in Lon- 
don, and though an expert in diamonds 
Mr. Wettstein failed to carry off the 
“*Orown Jewels.” They took snap shots 
at the ** Queen's Guards," House of Par- 
liament, and the Strand from the upper 
story of an omnibus. I certainly feel as 
though I had had a trip to Europe. I must 
close, for a party of us are to start for 
Atlanta to-night. E. A. Stevens, 


Pulpit Voices. 
Los AuaEgLnEs, Car., Nov. 4, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: A new feature of the As- 
sociated Press reports is condensed ex- 
tracts from sermons all over the country; 
and the pith of the parson’s Sunday dis- 
Course is thus sent broadcast. The ideas 
thus disseminated are naturally varied; 
and the variations run from utter non- 
sense and sentimentalism to pious plati- 
tudes, and limited evidence of common 
sense found only in remarks that wander 
from strict connection with theology. One 
parson says: ‘‘Our great preachers to-day 
are preaching for big salaries, fine man- 
sions, and sumptuous living, and they are 
getting them;" and the man who made 
this truthful assertion might hav added 
that he was not included in that number 
of the worldly minded, for the simple 
reason that be lacked the necessary great- 
ness to obtain such results. Only that and 
nothing more, for the parson who would 
refuse an increased salary has not yet been 
located. Another one turns loose some 
information about prayers not generally 
known, for he asserts that ‘‘ the man who 
prays wields one of the greatest and might- 
iest forces in the whole universe; in fact, 
he sets in motion all the forces of the uni- 
verse.” So startling a statement needs 
verification ; but preachers never present 
evidence, and without it I must continue 
to believe what Brick Pomeroy once said 
on the subject, that while prayer may ease 
a man's soul a tin horn blown up a chim- 
ney will accomplish just as much. As all 
known facts in connection with prayers 
sustain the experimental conclusions of 
Mr. Pomeroy, those who desire facts in 
regulating belief will hardly believe the 
preacher’s positiv but proofiess declaration. 

Another parson says: ‘‘ No man has a 
right to think as he pleases unless he 
pleases to think right." This is a brilliant 
remark, and from his standpoint no man 
has a right to be anything but & Christian, 
for to think otherwise than Christians do 
would destroy his right to think at all. 
That this idea is generally held by Chris- 
tians is sustained by some of their editorials 
lately reproduced in your columns, where- 
in the government is requested to act in 
suppressing Freethought ideas. It would 
be just as sensible to regulate a man’s 
breathing by force as his thinking, for 
both are involuntary movements of the 
human machine, and no process, includ- 
ing fire, wheel, and rack, has ever made all 
men think alike. What is right in the es- 
timation of some is wrong in that of others, 
‘but if thinking is to be regulated by the 
clergy as they desire, then the right to 
think is summed up in: Accept Christianity 
or get off the earth. 

That old gag, ‘‘love,” is the theme of 
another parson, who says if the whole 
Bible was reduced to a sentence that sen- 
tence would be love, for that is all that is 
aught in the many books of the Bible. 
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Such remarks are liable to giv him a 
reputation as a humorist, for the old book, 
which has never been rejected as divine 
authority, is still published with its de=. 
mand of an eye for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth; and the curses there invoked on 
enemies savor of most anything but love; 
while the hell-fire doctrin of Jesus seems 
fo rest on a very peculiar kind, to say the 
least. 

Another one declares that the gospel 
has captivated and liberated human 
thought, but he forgot to clinch this 
“liberated” statement by referring to 
Canada, where prohibition meets the 
human thoughts embodied in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and believers in the gospel refuse 
them entrance to the Dominion. Such 
has ever been the attitude of gospel be- 
lievers; and instead of liberating thought, 
suppression has been the dominant idea 
wherever the gospel had the power found 
in majorities. Thought has had one con- 
tinual fight for liberty wherever the gos- 
pel has been known with power and influ- 
ence, and there are no signs on the hori- 
zon to indicate that anything different can 
be expected. These parsons are given 
special privileges. by the press just now, 
and their inane and inaccurate statements 
are considered the proper thing for the 
people to read, but when a San Francisco 
daily lately published an extract of a 
recent lecture by Ingersoll it met with ad- 
verse comment by another for so doing. 

The public press is in the conspiracy of 
silence toward Freethought, but the other 
side will be kept prominently before the 
people by the weekly publication of 
‘pulpit voices," which are as profound 
and instructiv as the prattle of a child. 

: C. SEVERANCE. 


Mistakes of the Creator. 
OrzvELAND, O., Nov. 5, 1895. 

Mr. Enrtor: According to the teachings 
of Christianity, man is a weakling, a help- 
less infant, one might say, dependent 
upon God the Father for the very breath 
of life. According to the Bible, from 
which the Christian takes his cue, the con- 
trary is apparent. 

God, the infinit, the a'l-powerful, is 
made to appear the victim of circum- 
stances rather than the ruler of the uni- 
verse. He starts in by creating the earth 
and the animals which inhabit it, and 
finally creates man. Then, as though the 
idea just struck him, he discovers that he 
has created no companion for man. On 
looking about he discovers that in his 
shortsightedness he used up all his mate- 
rial and is reduced to the extremity of 
using one of the man's ribs, out of which 
he made woman. 

Things then bowl smoothly along for a 
time. Then the woman, in search of nov- 
elty, tackles a tree whereon grew certain 
fruit which was labeled ** Hands Off." 

Woman then, as now, did just as she had 
been told notto do. Adam, like the average 
Christian, was not at the ''stealing " of 
the apple, but came in for his share of the 
spoils all right. Adam was a guileless 
creatu re. 

No one could blame a child now-a-days 
for playing with any bright object it might 
find in its path, even if if was something 
which we had cautioned the child. not to 
touch. Adam and Eve are represented as 
being childlike. The mistake God made 


wasin planting the tree where he did. He. 


wished that fruit for himself only. Why 
plant it in some one else's garden? 

If a human being has a cinch on any- 
thing, he does not arrange matters so that 
others may hav easy access to that which 
he is particular about concealing. It 
seems to me that if I had had control of 
something and did not want to lose that 
control, thereby putting others on an equal 
footing with me, I could hav arranged bet- 
ter than was done in this case. 

The Roman church tried the same plan, 
with the same result, although they made 
even greater efforts to keep all knowledge 
from the people. Prayers and tithe days 
were all they needed to know. In the case 
of the Roman church it was man against 
man, so there was some excuse for the 
failure. 

Another mistake that God made was when 
he made the devil. The devil is a wily 
chap and has caused God much sorrow and 
trouble since. It is impossible to enumerate 
all the devil’s doings. If God had made 


every human mind as we find it in doctors 
of divinity, all would hav been well. The 
tree would hav remained untouched, for 
such minds are like buckets. They may 
be filled with anything, and will hold the 
contents without leakage. It is odd, too, 
that when man had devoured and digested 
the fruit of that tree he soon got beyond 
the control of God. Then God's wrath 
was aroused and he resolved to get even. 
This was a very human-like resolution. 

Now, Christianity teaches the ignorance 
and folly of becoming angry, and we now- 
a-days look upon a spirit of revenge with 
scornful eyes. Christ taught that if any- 
one ‘‘smite thee on one cheek turn unto 
him the other also.” These may not be the 
exact words. Aty how, no one, not even 
the most zealous Christian, to-day prac- 
tices it. More satisfaction is found in 
** smiting ” back. 

But let us continue. God decided to 
clean up the earth and try it over again. 
He decided to drown the inhabitants. This 
was ungodlike, considering he is the God 
of mercy. It was a good way to get the 
evidence of his errors out of the way, 
however. Bat he made an error in saving 
anything from the former worthless crea- 
tion. Ifa man were to remove the rotten 
shingles from a roof, he would not use 
those same shingles or any part of them in 
reshingling, would he? 

About the only act in the first creation 
which was successful was the ark and del- 
uge act. God had begun to learn from 
experience, it seems, and in this case in- 
trusted the title róle to Noah. Perhaps he 
reasoned that this man would Noah 'nuff 
to stay in while it rained. This was nec- 
essary for the success of the plan. 

There is one thing not accounted for in 
the cargo of the ark. No mention is made 


lof the strange beasts whose skeletons hav 


been unearthed by geologists. This is a 
sad error. 

God finally saw his mistake insaving alive 
anything from the first creation, and he 
seems to hav got sulky and begun to 
threaten fire as the next purifying agent 
to be tried. 

Men were too greatly occupied to listen 
to this; but a few heard, and these were 
Commissioned to commit any crime for 
Jehovah’s entertainment. This plan failed. 
God saw that he must get down on earth, 
and look after things himself. He couldn’t 
trust man any more. We know how he 
got down on earth, according to scripture. 

Well, arrived on earth, he seemed to de- 
velop trampish propensities and relied 
on his gift of speech to get slong. There 
didn’t seem to be any money in what he 
talked about, and but few people listened 
to him, or took any stock in his kingdom. 
He paid only in promises, and from a med- 
dlesome disposition soon got into trouble. 
He was crucified like any other offender 
against the law. It seems that he made 
his death an excuse for staying dead, and 
the world grows better day by day. It is 
assumed in this article that the story told 
by the scriptures is true. 

Geo. H. Lone. 


At the Manhattan Liberal Club. 


i New Yonk, Nov. 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: At the Manhattan Liberal 
Club last evening, Mr. George W. Hop- 
ping, & business man of New York city, 
and Mr. Charles H. Matchett, a Socialist 
labor agitator of Brooklyn, were announced 
to debate the subject, ‘‘Individual Free- 
dom the True Basis of all Human Associa- 
tion.” Mr. Hopping being sick and un- 
able to be present, Mr. T. B. Wakeman 
secured and read as much of his paper as 
he had prepared. 

This meeting to me conveyed an impor- 
tant lesson, not so much from the instruc- 
tion imparted by the speakers as from the 
disorder caused by certain persons in the 
audience. Very rarely is there any mani- 
festation of disorder at the club, but on 
this occasion, a portion of the time, a cer- 
tain few, twenty or thirty in number, 
caused thé audience to appear more like a 
seething, hissing, howling mob than like 
an assemblage of civil people, and these 
few, undoubtedly not intentionally mean- 
ing to be disorderly, were strangers to the 
club room and it would appear were drawn 
there because of their familikrity with the 
name and ideas of Mr. Matchett, which 
ideas only they wished to hear expressed, 


Socialism may be right in theory, but if 
in practice its adherents are going to be- 
come a clamorous mob and giv manifesta- 
tion of what Thomas Paine had to contend 
with in connection with setting uv the 
F rench Republic, 7. e., the ensuing Reign 
of Terror, it is better for even those sen- 
sibly in sympathy with the Socialistic. 
movement to desist from rendering assist- ` 
ance, until we become sufficiently civilized 
as a people to be assured that the possibil- 
ity of mob violence has passed. Mr. 
Wakeman says the reason the movement 
does not progress more in numbers is be- 
cause an American citizen refuses to lay 
aside his dignity as such and unite with an 
element that might throw society, if it had 
the power, into confusion. It is fair to 
assume by the action of several young men 
at this meeting, who were probably repre- 
sentativ of those who constitute the So- 
eialist party in this country, that if 
prompted bv their leaders, they would 
throng’ up Fifth avenue with sticks and 
stones determined to commit violence upon 
the property rights of those who there 
dwell. Such would never do, and every 
good citizen, no matter of what nationality 
or political or religious belief, would op- 
pose them, and of the result there could 
be no doubt, as the orderly element as yet, 
and probably always will, predominate 
here in America. The dwellers on Fifth 
avenue hav equal rights and are entitled 
to equal governmental protection with 
these who are loyal to Socialistic ideas. 
There are undoubtedly wrongs imbedded 
in Fifth avenus, but such wrongs must be 
redressed by winning the peaceful support 
of the great body or majority of the peo- 
ple. A threatening attitude by those who 
oppose, or who call themselvs Socialists, 
will not accomplish their desired resulta. 
The brain and rational arruments must 
control in all things, and not wild clamor 
and confusion. This exhibition on the 
part of several present shows how dan- 
gerous it is for a speaker to say in the 
presence of some people, who hav not been 
properly educated, what those people hav 
not heard said before, or what they may 
happen to consider contrary to their ideas, 
and it emphasizes the necaassity and im- 
portance of the intellectual broadening 
and the spirit of toleration instilled into 
those who regularly attend the Manhattan 
Liberal Club. Such free platforms are 
needed everywhere to make us good ociti- 
zens. Those whose fases are familiar at 
the club conducted themselvs like civil 
men and women, and doubtless our stranger 
friends will do the same finally, if they 
accept Mr. Wakeman’s invitation to be 
present every time they hav a chance, and 
come to understand the purposes of the . 
club, and that free discussion means that 
other people are to ba protected in the 
right to say what a listener may not be- 
lieve to be true, Ws must sharpen our 
wits and correct by rational argument the 
errors of those who say what we do not 
believe to be in accordance with truth. 
Let brains and orderly words clash, but 
hisses and unbecoming vonduct, never. 

I will point out to Liberals, if they do 
not already know it, that Mr. Matchett 
says he is an Atheist, against which our 
young friends made no demonstration. If 
they hav philosophically thought them- 
selvs into the samo position, all right, but 
if they agree to Atheism in imagination 
only and are still narrow and illiberal 
minded, it shows that superstition alone 
does not make people intolerant. When 
people are intolerant because grossly ig 
norant, or savage.in their natures, I hav 
always maintained that if religious theorie s 
or anything else incomprehensible that ex- 
cites their curiosity and attention be teught 
them, such teachings are good as a first 
step from savagery, as they tend to bring 
about harmony and order, and then the 
next step to be taken is to the rational dis- 
covery and teaching of fact. 

There was nothing in Mr. Matchett’s ac- 
tion or speech to suggest that he would 
call about him a disorderly following, and 
in fact the fair spirit in which he dealt with 
his side of the debate won the approbation 
of the club. If his friends attend the 
Liberal Club often, always in the spirit of 
learners, and hear their favorit topic and 
others philosophically discussed, in time 
they will be surprised to see how little they 
knew upon their initiation at the club. 

L. D. ORE. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


tions for this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Cause for Complaint. 


“T don’t like grandma at all,” said Fred, 
* T don’t like grandma at all,” 
And he drew his face in à queer grimace— 
The tears were ready to fall; 
And he gave bis kitten a loving hug, 
And disturbed her nap on the soft, warm rug. 


* Why, what has your grandma done?" I asked, 
“ To trouble the little boy? 
Oh, what has she done, the cruel one, 
To scatter the smiles of jot?” 
Through quivering lips the answer came, 
“ She—called—my—kitty—a—horrid—name.” 


* She did? are you sure?" and I kissed the tears 
Away from the eyelids wet. 
* I canscarce believe that grandma would grieve 
The fcelings of either pet. 
What did she say?” '*Boo-hoo!" cried Fred, 
* She—called—my—kitty—a—quadruped !” 
—Cur Dumb Animais. 
ee 


Down in the Grass. 


What did you get for the stooping 
Down in the grass so low: 
I heard the rushing of many winds 
Through à green world come and go, 
And the dream of & song in a faint white flower 
Before it began to blow. 
And this got I for the stooping 
Down in the grass so low. 


This much I got for the stooping 
Down where the soft winds blew, 
The feel of the moist young green things 
That feed on the sun and dew. 
And the song that I learned from the small, white 
flower, 
It singeth the whole day through. 
This much I gathered, a little young song 
That bloomed in the grass and grew. 


—Anna H. Branch. 


« H. G.” Holds the Fort. 


Deak Miss Wixow; I see in your issue 
‘of October 26th that Comrade Joel M. 
Berry takes issue with me and writes vig- 
orously in defense of the generally ac- 
cepted notion that prairie dogs, screech 
owls, and rattlesnakes liv peacefully in 
one hole, emphasizing the matter with the 
statement that he wasa ‘‘ plainsman " (and 
probably & trooper under Harney and 
Kearney.—H. G.) of as early a date as 
1846. That is interesting, and I hav no 
doubt that he had many noteworthy ex- 
periences. Undoubtedly he could tell more, 
having seen more of buffalo, elk, bear, 
mountain lion, Rocky Mountain sheep, and 
Indians than the undersigned. I also 
acknowledge that his knowledge is older, 
bnt I doubt if it is truer, better, or more 
extensiv about matters concerning my 
communications of October 5th and 12th. 
I hav no corrections to make and reaffirm 
all I wrote then. If facts justified the as- 
sumption that prairie dogs, screech owls, 
and rattlesnakes all lived harmoniously 
together, I would say so ; in fact, if true, 
I would gladly say that the owls milked 
the she-dogs and fed the milk to the rat- 
tlers, but it is not true, and so I leave that 
to the millions who adhere to Mr. Berry's 
delusion. There is no other logical con- 
elusion for them, unless they believe that 
rattlesnakes on the plains liv on '*wind 
pie” and ‘‘air pudding," and the “‘ health- 
giving azone of ‘the Great West." The 
mistake of Comrade Berry is easily ex- 
plained. Mark Twain casually affirms the 
harmoniosity (Is that'a good word, G. E. 
M.? I think the God of Israel is with me 
now, or that word would not hav appeared, 
and Comrade Berry is a ''goner," sure 
pop !) as advocated by our good Comrade. 
The trouble with Comrade Berry, as well 
as the thousands of subsequent seers, was 
that they were looking for phenomena and 
expecting to see conditions to sustain a 
preconceived ‘‘notion,” instead of look- 
ing for facts to explain the actual existing 
state of things. 

It were, perhaps, well to drop the mat- 
ter now, but as the good Comrade was 
rather caustic, I may be pardoned for call- 
ing attention to his assertions in a general 
way. To begin, heis rather dogmatic and 
bis descriptions of incidents are so general 
that they prove nothing, or almost any- 


thing, unless he wishes us to take the sin- ' 
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Is Controversy Dangerous? 


(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) By W. F. JAMIESON. 


Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. This little book goes down to the very bed-rock 
Cloth, (octavo), 375 pages, special to readers of of human liberty, 


cerity—saying nothing about vehemence— 
of his belief for proof. Such statements as 
the Comrade has made hav been made time 
and time again. Assertions alter not the 
truth. He exultantly points to my lack of 
faith in books and the opinions of the mul- 
titude. Books are of human origin, Com- 
rade—I neither believe nor disbelieve them 
withont reservation. Some books are 
more entertaining than truthful, and others 
more truthful than entertaining, just as 
with men. Iam too fond of books, as a 
matter of fact. 

The Comrade, in military parlance, 
makes a literary sortie, but givs plain no- 
tice that he depends for his strength on his 
mighty reservs of books, magazines, and 
the multitude’s inclination to believe the 
astounding and improbable rather than the 
simple and reasonable. 

How regularly his harmonious inhabit- 
ants hunt their holes! How like a mixed 
brigade on a march! First, dogs (cavalry); 
next, owl (infautry); then rattler (artil- 
lery). But he did not examin the ''bar- 
racks." Here I hav him ‘‘ flanked,” as I 
hav examined them on six different occa- 
sions particularly, and I don’t know how 
often casually. In no case did I see a rat- 
tler in a ‘‘live hole;"* in none of them did 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 


I see the sign of a dog track where rattlers this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, prepaid. > Price, - - - 35 centa, 
were. In only one case did I see a dogt | works PY catalogue OF Swedenborg s Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


run into a hole containing an owl. The 
owl was not disturbed; he doubtless made 
as polite a bow to the dog as tome. (They 
can make a French dancing-master die 
with envy when making bows.) The owl 
occupies only vacant holes (of which there 
are always many) to get out of the sun- 


, American Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union. New York. 


A NEW BOOK. 


EDEOLOGY 


By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D. 


THIRTY YEARS IN THE BUSINESS. 
ESTABLISHED 1865. 


E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Commission Merchants. 
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Hygiene of the Generative System . 
Containing A 
Plain Facts on Private Subjects for all Adults. 
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common sense to entitle it to popular ap- 
proval.” 

I do not remember to hav seen an owl 
ever ‘‘hunt his hole" to escape when on 
top of the ground, but I hav often seen 
them fly to some other part when pressed 
to closely. Although some may hav gone 
under ground, I do not doubt the state- 
ment of Comrade Berry that he saw snakes 
run into holes preceded by prairie dogs, 
they (the snakes) had nothing to fear un- 
less they ventured too far, as stated on 
October 5th in this journal, and were bur- 
ried. Otherwise, I hav no criticism con- 
cerning his descriptions of prairie dog 
towns, and stand corrected as to what 
might be the size of prairie dogs generally. 
In some localities they are a8 large, and 
larger, than Comrade Berry says; in others, 
hardly the sizes that were indicated in my 
former communications. | . 

I don’t know anything about the ** woods 
rattler,” but the incident he refers to as’ 
proof of its mesmerizing powers, by his 
own description does not convince me. So 
far as I can see my ‘“‘little incident in 
Texas,” to which he so scornfully alludes, 
would prove mesmerism almost as readily 
as the incident he relates, 

The snake going up and taking a bird 
from the limb of a tree looks like a very 
commonplace physical affair. Ten thou- 
sand different common explanations could 
account for it: the bird might hav been 
watching Mr. Berry and not ‘‘ tending to 
biz.” It might hav been previously bitten 
and poisoned, etc. Had Mr. Berry seen 
it coming from afar and fly into the snake's 
mouth, after alighting on the limb, we 
might say ‘‘ perhaps.” H. G. 


*Means inhabited by dogs, so-called by 
professional dog poisoners. 
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PIANOS, PIANOS! 


$225; - B250; - B75. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Ohi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The v.lume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled iu the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as & mu- 
sical instrument— not for a day, but for a lifetime." 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Groner Svzox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, wel planned seule, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sienor Fasan, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ou 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to ofte 
them to Trurm Seexer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Ohi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate buying a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


t'* Prairie dogs” are very large ground 
squirrels, and liv mostly on grasses close 
to their holes. 

I een 

To F. G. Barr.—You ask if we would 
want Delia Gifford to make laws for us. 
No; and we do not suppose she would ever 
hav the chance. Granting that she did, 
however, would that fact be any worse 
than the present situation? Who makes 
the laws for you and for us at the present 
time, Brother Ball? Is it not some Delia 
Gifford in male attire? How many real 
Freethinkers can you find in the Senate 
and House of Representativs in your 
state? Not many. 

Suffragists base their premises not upon 
expediency alone, but upon the principles 
of right and justice. When a young man 
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Health and Happiness. 


IIl,— OBSERVATIONS ON THE INFANT CON- 
TINUED. 

The pulse in the infant beats from 120 to 
140 times & minute during the first week of 
its life, 110 in the second year, about 100 
up to the fifth year, and 90 on to eight 
years. The pulse is higher in children 
than in adults and slower in boys than in 
girls. Sometimes it is irregular both in 
force and frequency, which it is well to 
know in order not to commit errors in 
making diagnosis. 

Respiratory Movements.—The number 
of respiratory (breatbing) movements in 
the newly-born is 44 per minute; later, it 
is 36 to 40 to about the third year, and 90 
up to the fifth year. This rapid breathing 
in the young age is. necessary to the 
greater quantity of heat the child ought to 
produce, its body, owing to its small size, 
being more exposed, and thus cooling 
more easily than that of the adult. Dur- 
ing the first period of life, the respiration 
is almost entirely diaphragmatic (that is, 
produced by movement of the diaphragm, 
or midriff, the muscles between the chest 
and the abdomen), because the true respir- 
atory muscles are not yet developed. 

The Attitude.—The infant retains after 
its birth a flexion, or bending, of its limbs 
forward, a position of the head and body re- 
sembling the attitude of the growing little 
one beneath the maternal bosom. All its 
movements appear at first purely automatic 
(without intelligence), but little by little 
its motions become voluntary. The hands 
soon get the habit of closing upon objects 
presented to them, and are quickly placed 
upon the bosom of the nurse. The babe 
instinctivly places its hand upon its 
mother’s breast and gently strokes it. 
This mild irritation is not without a pur- 
pose, for as the nursling lies peacefully 
feediug its apparently playful stroking of 
the maternal fouut causes an increased 
lacteal (milky) flow, thus satisfying more 
amply its immediate want. 

It is not until toward the second month 
that the child begins to support its own 
head, which, too heavy for the slender 
neck, up to this time turns this way and 
that. There is also a want of muscular 
development and muscular co-ordination 
—that is, of strength and the experience 
in using it. Atthe fourth or fifth month 
the child holds up its head while sitting; 
at seventh and eighth months the child 
moves in every direction with facility, 
but only toward the eighth or ninth month 
only does it try to sustain itself upon its 
limbs. Very many do not walk before a 
year, 

Color of the Skin.—At birth the face of 
the baby is dark-red or a little purple; 
from the third to the fifth day the general 
redness is replaced by a yellowish tint 
more or less intense in proportion as the 
primitiv red was darker or lighter. At 
the end of a few days a general rosy tint, 
deeper upon the cheeks than elsewhere, 
makes its appearance, but not until the 
end of two or three months does the color 
proper to each constitution manifest itself, 
and then one is able to distinguish brunet 
children from blond. These shades are 
singularly influenced by race, by isolation, 
by climate, by temperature, and by habi- 
tation. Thus, children of the city, condi- 
tions being equal, are more pale than 
nurslings of the country, and the children 
of the South are darker than those of the 
North. 

The coloration of the skin varies in dif- 
ferent diseases; as, for example, in jaun- 
dice the skin is a more lively yellow than 
the normal, aud at the same time the con- 
juntiva (the membranes which cover the 
ball of the eye and which line the eyelids) 
and the urin are colored by the biliary 
pigment (from the liver) In grave dis- 
eases of the newly born, such as pneu- 
monia, thrush, etc., the normal rose color- 
ation or dark red is replaced by a notice- 
able pallor, 

The Fall of the Umbilical Cord.—That 
part of the cord which remains adhering 
to the infant, after having been severed, 
begins to dry immediately and falls off 
from the third to the fifth day, sometimes 
later. The falling off of the cord and the 
work of elimination which usually accom- 
panies it exposes the child to several aobi- 
dents—some of which might prove very 
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In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that-good books make 
lasting impressions. and please as well every day 
in the year. 
hands often changes the views of sev- 
eral persons. ” 
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THE :: HOLIDAYS, 


F our Hundred Years of Freethought. From 


Columbus to Ingersoll By Samuel P. 
Putnam. 148 full-page half-tone por- 
traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 
and philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. Large octavo. 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 
edges. Price, $5. 


Right Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- 
-~ ies as Understood by a Student of Science. 
“Right Living " is well bound in cloth 

and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 
n Unofficia! Patriot. A Historical Story 


of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Cloth, $1.25; Paper, 50 cents. 


he Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in: 


clotn, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

Id Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

T" Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 


Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather,$7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


[ngersotr s Prose Poems and Selections. 


From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. Oheaper cloth 
edition from same plates, $1.50. 


all good books for the purpose : 


Jre World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $8; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Mertyrdom of Man. By Winwood Reade’ 
Cloth, $1. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. Bell. 
Cloth, $1. i 

protograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
$0 cents. 

Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/eltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half catf, $4;. vellum cloth, $1.50. 


Darwin and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 

nly Freethinkers' Children's Story-book 
ever issued, 66 full-page illustrations and 
2 smaller; large type, heavy, toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
PP., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 


[ngerso!l s Principal Works ; Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


With Pictures of 


Colonel Ingersoll and Grandchild. By R. 
G. Ingersoll. In color, on boards, beveled, 


Blasphemy; 


A Prose Poem. 


Life. 


gilt edges, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 
Aoraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1. 


By Dr. J. Hart- 


he Creation of God. 
mann. Red cloth, $1. 


Pleasure ani Progress. By A. M. Lorentz, 


LL.B. Cloth, $1. 


cloth, $5. 


Paine. 


22x28. 


cloth, $1.50. 


the songs. 


arton's Life of Voltaire, 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, 
4 oslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth, gilt top, 


Cosmian Hymn Book. 
Edited by L. K. Washburn. 


Of which the 


and State. By Matilda 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the “ Decline 
and Fall of 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 
Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 


the Roman Empire.” Half 


D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.76. 


With music to all 


Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
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serious—such as hemorrhage of the um- 
bilicus, erysipelas, and gangrene, infiam- 
mation of the cord, or tetanus. These ac- 
cidents ought to be avoided by proper 
dressing of the cord and compresses to 
protect it from irritation, dragging, etc. 
A simple plan is to draw the cord through 
a burnt hole in a piece of fine linen, wrap 
it up and place it on the left side of the 
child, and put a compress over it, the lat- 
ter to be held in place by means of the 
bandage, which is usually passed twice 
round the body and fastened with safety 
pins. Let the cord drop off naturally and 
not try to detach it prematurely. 

The Large Fontanels. By fontanels is 
meant those soft membranous places on 
top of the head, front and back, which 
have not yet been converted into bone, 
The anterior (front) fontanel is quadri- 
lateral (four-cornered), and measures in 
length about 13 to 2 inches and about 17 to 
14 from side to side. The posterior (back- 
ward) fontanel is smaller and triangular in 
shape. These membranous portions of the 
skull gradually become smaller by ossifi- 
eation (turning into bone) In healthy 
children the fontanels diminish, become 
firmer and entirely close at the end of the 
year. The closing is seldom delayed to 
the second year, except in case of rickets 
or hydrocephalus (dropsy of the brain), 
when they remain open much longer. 
Pressure of any kind should be avoided. 

The Physiognomy. When the newly- 
born is in good health and nothing agi- 
tates it, its face is without any expression; 
no movement whatever, no wrinkle or 
fold, is noticoable; it is full, round; the 
mouth is firmly closed and the child 
breathes freely through the nostrils. Very 


seldom do we see a child smile before it is 
three weeks old; indeed, it does not truly 


begin to laugh before it is a month old. 
The eyes move, during the first few days, 
in every direction, without any determined 
aim; they become very sensitiv to daylight 
at the end of two weeks, and the attention 
becomes more fixed, apparently, so that 
the child recognizes surrounding objects 
at the age of about six weeks or two 


| months. 


Sickness and suffering alter the traits 
and disposition of the newly-born. Under 
the influence of a passing colic, we see the 
face wrinkle or contract, and the child 
cries. Pneumonia causes a continual alter- 
ation of the features, such as the dilation 
of the wings of nose, pallor of the face, and 
redness of the upper part of the cheek. 

In Choleraic Enteritis (inflammation of 
the intestins) the alteration of face is pro- 
found and rapid; in a few hours the face 
pales, the nostrils contract, the eyes be- 
come hollow, and surrounded by a blue 
circle, the cheeks projecting, the mouth 
sunken and shriveled. In infantil atro- 
phy, whatever the cause (chronic enteri- 
tis, thrush, inanition), the face of the 
newly-born takes on an aspeot of semi- 
deorepitude (old age); the features are 
contracted, the skin is loose, wrinkled, 
and of an earthy tint, with all the bones 
projecting. At the sametime the eyes are 
brilliant and the face is grimacing. In 
eclampsy (convulsions) it is the face gen- 
erally that reveals the first convulsiv move- 
ment, but presently the globes of the eye 
and the twitching lips become the seat of 
spasmodic movement. i 

Healthy sleep, etc., will be considered 
in our next. J, Hamann, M, D. 
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Gems of Fhought. | Some Gol Pamphlets at Low Prices. 


INTOLERANCE is one of the most danger- 
ous intoxicants.— Galveston News. 


Tue law of morality is just as human as 
the law of nature. — Berthold Auerbach. 


Ari history proves the utility of emblem 
adulation in promotinz the purposes of 
tyranny.— E. Stillman Doubleday. 


Ix fact, the popular novel that the pub- 
lic call healthy is always a thoroughly un- 
healthy production, and what the public 
call an unhealthy novel is slways a beauti- 
ful and healthy work of art,— Andon. 


Every step of civilization in the direc- 
tion of individual rights has been a gain 
for the common people. To reverse the 
operation would be t» turn back the hands 
on the dial of progress.— Pittsburg Dis- 
patch. 


SavaAGENESS begets savageness, and gen- 
tleness begets gentleness. Children who 
are unsympathetically treated become un- 
sympathetic, whereas treating them with 
due fellow-feeling is a means of cultivating 
their fellow feeling.— Herbert Spencer. 


THe questions of labor are not to be 
settled by supreme court and legislativ 
' fiat. They must appeal to the private soul 
and rise to solution in the loftiest intelli- 
genoe. Riot may be error, but it i8 not 
the error for which we reach the probe. 
The appeal from force on the one side to 
force on the other is a mere measuring of 
physical swords which leaves tbe spiritual 
status untouched.— Horace L. Traubel. 


I RECEIVED a letter from a lad, asking 
me to find him an easy berth. To this I 
replied: ‘‘You cannot be an editor; do not 
try the law; do not think of the ministry; 
les alone all ships, shops, and merchandise; 
abhor politics, don’t practice medicin; be 
not a farmer nor a mechanic; neither be a 
soldier nor & sailor. Don’t work Don’t 
study. Don’t think. None of these are 
easy. O my son! You hav come into a 
hard world. I know of only one easy 
place in it, and that is the grave."— Henry 
Ward Beecher. 


We may believe what goes beyond our 
experience, only when it is inferred from 
that experienee by the assumption that 
what we do not know is like what we know. 
We may believe the statement of another 
person, when there is reasonable ground 
for supposing that he knows ihe matter of 
which he speaks, and that he is speaking 
the truth so far as he knows it. Itis wrong 
in all cases to believe on insufficient evi- 
dence, and where it is presumption to 
doubt and to investigate, there it is worse 
than presumption to believe.— Professor 
Clifford, 

WE find that the lives of ali visible ani- 
mals are liable to be, and in countless cases 
are, destroyed by a far lower life; that man 
himself is destroyed by the microbes, the 
bacilli, the infinitesimal. We find that for 
the sake of preserving the yellow fever germ 
millions and millions hav died, and that 
whole nations hav been decimated for the 
sake of the little beast that givs us the 
cholera. We havalso found that there are 
animals, call thein what you please, that 
liv on the substance of the human heart, 
others that prefer the lungs, others again 
so delicate is their palate that they insist 
on devouring the optic nerve, and when 
they hav destroyed the sight of one eye 
hav sense enough to bore through the car- 
tilage of the nose to attack the other. 
Thus we find the other side of this propo- 
sition. At first sight the lower seemed to 
be sacrificed for the sake of the higher, 
but on closer inspection the highest are 
sacrificed for the sake of the lowest. —Jn- 
gersoll. 


We desire to know about a man, his 
weight and his measure, the shape of his 
head, the color of his skin, and the curl of 
his hair; we would pry into all his secrets 
and his habits, discover his deficiencies 
and debilities, learn his language, and in- 
quire about his politics and his religion, 
yes, probe those recesses of his body and 
his soul which he conceals from wife and 
brother. This we would do with every 
man and every woman, and, not content 
with the doing it, we would register ail 
these facts in tables and columns, so that 
they may become perpetual records, to 
which we giv the name ‘‘ vital statistics." 
The generations of the past escape such 
persopal investigation, but not our pursuit. 
We rifle their graves, measure their skulls, 
and analyze their bones; we carry to our 
museums the utensils and weapons, the 
gods and jewels, which sad and loving 
hands laid beside them; we dig up the 
foundations of their houses and cart off 
the monuments which their proud kings 
set up. Nothing is sacred to us; and yet 
nothing to us is vile or worthless. The 
broken potsherd, the half-gnawed bone, 
cast on the refuse heap, conveys a message 
to us more pregnant with meaning, more 
ndicativ of what the people were, than the 
boastful inscription which their king caused 
to be engraved on royal marble.—Ffrof. D. 
G, Brinton, 


- READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply to a 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, į 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians | 


generally H C Luse. : 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
aud Enjoined by the Bible. Edwiu C Walker. 
CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written whilejourneying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. M Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n’s 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

THE GLORY OF IN*IDEL'TY. To 
which is added a poem on Thomas Paine. Oue 
of Samuel P. Putnam's most brilliantlectures. 
Every Christian who asks the idiotic ques- 
tion, ** What Has Infidelity Done?" shonid be 
induced to read this book, if he has to be paid 


to do it. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Inzersoll, 
Hon, Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. "Esch man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others denyit. Mr, Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. : 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon VD NI Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
tbat man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes." | 
This pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration ' 
of what kind of a God man should make. | 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. ‘he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths ! 
and Births, ‘Che Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- t 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- į 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins: iration, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, ‘*No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 


nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned 
what I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famons text, "he Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” - 
PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. . 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FREDERIOK DovaLass and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
UnitedStates Court that the Civi] Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoli’s speech 


occupies 38 pages. 
PULPIT PEW, AND CRADLE. Solong 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 


posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 


rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on. 


its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerlers against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's brightrst efforts. 


THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. . 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 


Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 


his. very good, 

SCIENCE ys. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T C 
Widd:combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evi?ence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosrel. HJ Se gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being t^e Nuremburg Collection. with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and retlections by 
George E. Macdonald. : 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lif- of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeths, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. J 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierhower. A lawyet's consideration of the 
evideuce of that alleged event. R 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’s alleged acts whi^n would lead one 
to that conclusiou. T: K Wash^urn 

WHY DON’T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu'nsm. 
T^e title poem is perhaps the mos* popular 
of Mr. Putuaw’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have Peon called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
andthe Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hove, Thomas Paine, Nature’s Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and tne short pormso ofteu 
recited with gren effect by Charles Watts, 

ive Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr-ss at Chi- 
cago: Oonside. ing: The Cause of Woman’s 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and lts Effects 
Upon H-r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. susan H. Wiron —. 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage Ar- 
sociaiion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for a dollar. ; 
Address TAF. TRUTH AFEKFR, CO., 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


A00 Pages. ]l 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ot Noah, ' 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, | 

Isaac and His * Sister, 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 
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Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories trom the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 
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In the nature of things, 
SAY 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim oj 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 
Just published in a large and hand- 


some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Oo.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a men reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel Inarrsoxi’s great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing. the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waver 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Iwaxssorr, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SINP 


Colonel Ixoxnsorz's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Sehopenhauer's Essay. 25 cents. 
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Not for Parsons. 


Tur Bavarian peasants, who hav a hor- | 


ror of fire, address the following prayer to 
their favorite saint: **O holy St. Florian! 
Protect this house; burn the others." 


“Do you think woman will ever success- 
fully fill the pulpit?” ‘‘I see no reason 
why she should not. Tt ought to be easy, 
with the sleeves she wears.”—-Jndianap. 
olis Journal, ; 


BraAnNzx.—His reverence: ‘‘I can't take 
your cab, Pat. I see your horse has been 
on his knees.” Pat: ‘‘Arrah, yer river- 
ence; be aisy about that. The last place 
he had was with a praste, and faith he had 
to keep up a simblance of religion." —Syd- 
ney Bulletin, 


Wun a boy I attended a colored bap- 
tizing in Bath county, Kentucky. A large 
number of negroes had joined the church 
under the eloqnent ministrations of old 
Uncle Gawge Murray. The aged and very 
black preacher had one huge negro man 
out in the stream, which was very swift, 
and had immersed him, but lost bis hold 
on him, and the convert went rising and 
sinking like a porpoise down the current. 
But he caught a projecting timber on the 
opposit bank, and atter ejecting from his 
mouth and nostrlla enough water to irri- 
gate a small garden, delivered himself of 
these remarks in a highlv indignant man- 
ner: ‘‘Look er heah! Ef dis foolishnis 
doan stop pretty soon some white gemman 
in dis country gwine ter Joose a mighty 
valubel niggah."— Chicago Times- Herald. 


AnpMIRAL PORTER was a very strict dis- 
ciplinarian on sbipbosrd, though cordial 
and kindly in his gocial relations. Once 
when a new chaplain, whom the old ‘‘ sea 
dog" had never met, had been sent to 
the admiral’s ship, there was a slight mis- 
understanding the following forenoon, 
Sunday. The new chaplain had waited a 
long time before beginning divine service 
fer the admiral to come on deck. Finally 
the chaplain concluded to proceed without 
the admiral’s presence, and had just begun 
with the words from the Episcopal! service: 
‘The Lord is in his holy temple; let all 
the earth keep silence before him." At 
this juncture the admiral came up and took 
his seat, remaining until the service was 
concluded. The new chaplain was then 
presented to the admiral, who received 
him quite cordially, but after the presen- 
tations were made the admiral remarked: 
“I desire to hav you understand, Mr. 
Howard, that hereafter, while you are on 
board this ship, the Lord is not in his holy 
temple until I am on deock."—OChícago 
Times. Herald. 


ADVICE TO PARSONS. 
Shut your eyes when a popular sin sloshes 


round, 

And step to one side if you’re caught on its 
ground, ; 

Let the plain-featured sister take care of 
herself, 

Or n you wil find yourself laid on the 
shelf. ` 

But cultivate early a taste for the fair 
ones— 

Your choicest of smiles must be beamed on 
the rare ones. 

Tf old Madam Rumor should hint at a 
wrong ; 

And slight indiscretions around you should 
throng, 

You must call on your friends to accord 
you a hearing 

And show them the compass by which 
you’ve been steering; 

"Tis the latest that's out, and givs you the 
option 

Of choosing ’most any route for your 
adoption 

That has for its purpose to build up a 
eburch, 

Tho’ religion and decency’s left in the 


urch; 

And if they stand by you and whitewash 
you well, 

For them and their friends you will preach 
no more hell. 

‘OI course you may lose a few members 
who hold 

The faith apostolic is left out in the cold. 

Such old fogy notions of course you'll ig- 


nore, ! 
And tell them the second birth's now 4 


great bore. 

The dilemma presented, of course, has two 
horns— 

Take whichever you please, but keep off 
my corns, 

This ode that I owed to the parson thus 
ends, 

Tho’ mixed, it with worldly theology 
blends. 

Bat I'll say to the parson, you cannot giv 
place 

To mammon unrighteous and hold the 
Lord’s grace. 


The moral, you'll see, is as clear as a 


ubble; 
If preachers fight sin, they will get into 
trouble, —Anson Rudd, 


NEW EDITION. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


By ROBERT 6G. INGERSOLL. 


Revised and greatly Enlarged. A Hand- 
some Quarto, containing over 
400 pages. 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
bys admiring friends as a rare psrsonal souvenir. 

0 help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, 
with autograph fac-simite, has been prepared 
especially forit. Inthe more elegant. styles, of 
binding itis eminently suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season or occasion. 


CONTENTS: 


Oration delivered on TheChristian Night, 
Decoration Day, 1882, My Choice, 
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before the Q. A. R. Why? .. 

ate the Academy of Imagination, 

Musi^, N. Y. Science. 
A Tribute to Ebon O. Jt Death Ends All, 

Ingersoll, Here and There, 
A Vision of War, Xow Long? 
At a Child’s G-ave, Liberty, 
Benefits for Injaries. Jehovah and Brahma, 
We Build, ‘The Free Soul, 
A Tribute to the Rev. Life, 

Alexander Clark, Tribute to Henry Ward 
The Grart Banquet, Bee ‘her, 
Apostrophe to !uberty, Tribute to Courtlandt 
A Tribute to John G. Palmer. 

Mills. The Brain. 
The Warpand Woof, ‘he Sacr+d Leaves. 
The Cemetery, Origin and Destiny. 
Originality, What is Poetry? 
Then and Now, My Posicion, 
Voltaire, Good and Bad, 
Lazarus, i The Miraculous Book, 
what is Worship? Orthodox Dotage, 
Humboldt, “ he Abolitionists, 
God Silent, Providence, . 
Alcohcl, The Man Christ, | 
Auguste Comte, The Diviue Salutation, 
The Infidel, At the Grave of Binja-; 
Napoleon, . min W Parker, 
The Republic. Fashion and Beauty, 
Dawn of the New Day, Ap ‘strophe to Science, 
Reformers, ! Elizur Wright, 
The Garden of Eden, ‘lhe Imagination. 


Thomas Paine, 

The Age of Faith, 
Origin of Religion, . 
The Unpardonable Sin, 
The Olive Branch, 


No Respecter of Persons 
Abraham Lincoln, 

The Meanins of Law, 
What is Blasphemy? 
Some Reasons, 


“ree Will, Selecvions, 

The King of Death, Love, 

The Wise Man, The Birthv)aceof Burns 
runo, » Mrs. Ita Whiting 

The Real Bible, Knowles, 

Benedict Spinoza, Art and Morality, 


‘The First Doubt, 
The Infinite Horror. 
Nature, 


‘Tribute to Roscoe Conk- 
ling, . 
Tribate to Richard H. 


Night a: ^ Morning, Whiting, k 
‘The Conflict, Mrs. Mary H. Fiske, 
Death of the Aged, Horsce Seaver, 
The Charity of Extrava- The Music of Wagner, 
?ance, eaves of Grass, 
oman, Vivisection, , 
The Sacred Myths, The Republi > of Medioe- 
Inspiration. 


rity. 

Religious Liberty of the A Tribute tə Walt Whit- 
DIE, man. 
The Liugh of a Chila, "^^ 


In cloth. beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; half 
morocco, gilt edges, $5; half calf, mottled 
edges, library style, 84.50; full Turkey 
Morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, 
$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
Possible finish, $9. 


Sent.to any address, by expre3s, repaid, or mail 
Post free, on receipt of price. : 
A Cheaper Edition from same 
plates, good paper, wide 
margins, cloth, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
Science Versus Religion, 


OR, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMNBE, 


Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Offics. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Wx- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS : 


f. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 


Beneficent. : 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Egregiously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wastetul, 
They Often Serve No Use, , 
They Have Produced Fautty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subservienoy; 
and the Watch Argument Is [llegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing & Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Price, 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Travels in Faith 


By OAPT. ROBERT QC. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey frus 
: orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, vaper, 25 cents: oth, v5 cenge 


fos 


Address 


imi 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK: 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Unole Sam and the Priests. 


e Church Robbing the e 
2 The Church Robbing the Peopl 
E] bd "Thanksgiving. 

8 hed Sabbath Laws. 

14 ue Children and the Church. 

10 »i Woman and the Church. 

6 Toe The Church and Thomas Paine. 
4 Se Studies in Natural History. 

8 A The Bible and cience. 

15 i The Clergy and Their Flocks. 

1 » Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 

4 m The Atonement Scheme. 

4 be The Lord and His Works. 

2 = Prayer. 

lo t€ The Creeds. 

1 ^e Christians and Mohammedans. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUE 
NESS OF THE OHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OP 
CHURCH AND 


I8 5 Fsll-Page 
. Mlustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS G: 
FACTS, 
HIS TORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TU MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT O+- 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PUKTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. . 


resent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
Missionaries. 

The Lord’s Instruments, 

"Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
fe Church and Slavery. 


w 
g 
kl 


riests and Politics. 

eland and the Charch, . 
Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
The Uses of the Cross. 
Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 
Some Allegories. 
Heaven. 


Hell. 
Miscellaneous. 


“TA SAO Mm r a£ Tan & mon 
22222332253532 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be 


fore appeared in this country 


lished. 


At twice the price 1t world have been a cheap book. Artist 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that, 


and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub. 
We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 


Heston as à portrait painter and de- 
i nearly every Liberal in 


America will desire a cops of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought,and has done faithful and noble work for the cause ofright and truth. But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of this volume. 


There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 


matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 


falsity of the church’s professions and the hyp 
pook is one of tne T 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


ocrisy of 2 
best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in the 


ose who uphold them. Altogether the 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Addiresr THE TRUTH SERVEER- 


NO “BEGINNING;” 


OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or “ First Cause” of things. 

By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


** This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording thst even 
the unlearned can understacd, and approaches 
it from so many different directions that it, is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.”—THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1898. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 

Paice, $1; POSTPAID. 
Addraxe THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


| With Musio Written to All the Songs.— 


Compriep rv L. K. WAS BURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Offise. 


ELIXIR OF LIRE 


a is notin magic potions, ‘‘ specifics” 
"V7, or electric claptrap, but only in 
S71) WisDoM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH, 

Wise men study nature, shun disease 
f learn to maintain vigor and regain it 
( by reading the mostcomplete book of 


Medieal, Social, Sexual Science, 
by an eminent physician of 35 years 

he ''old, original, 
sta ^ work, endorsed by all, 
Jimitated by many, equalled by none. 
Hf Insrired by wish to aid humanity, it 
[ has providentially saved thousands. 
Its essays on marriage, parentage, 
adaptation, marital failures, etc.. 
are of inestimable value to now 


THE 


APPENDIX has over,200 Recipes. 
Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address CHE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place New York. 


ee SE 


| POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF 
‘Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af Goa. 
andexpensss, Lad 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
y or 
Gent. Samples free, 


$7 5 A MONTH A permanent situation 


guaranteed. Write today. Address P.O. Box 8308, Boston, Masse 


OD 0200 0000060680600 


t AN: EXTRAORDINARY OFFER ! ! 


e want 1000 more active agents before @ 
July 1st. We will guarantee $20 to $30 per day 
è can be easily madein any locality; our goods è 
sell themselves; we furnish & large roll of 
samples entirely FREE ari allow 50 per. ® 
@ cent. commission on all sales. Send to- jay L4 
for full particulars, or we will sexd wit 
same a Valuable sample of our ‘joods in 
@ Solid Silver upon receipt of IU cents in 
silver orstamps. , Established in 1882. Ad- 
dress, STANDARD SILVERWARE 
O., Boston, Mass. 
09.0 9.09. 0-9. 0-—.0-9.0-9.09-—.6 
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cele, Mentaland Physical Debility 

and who are desirous of being cured, à 

booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 

N giving causes and Symptoms ofthecom: 

wa plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
important medical discovery—ean Oute - 

ward Application—a positive cure—tbe only reme 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of sue 


"Oe, Address, DR. R. P. FELLOWS,  . 
Bar where you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N, Je 
NOW READ THIS! 


Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He has treated DISEASES 
O"M for twenty years. and his remedies are 
an cutgrowth of this long practice, which should 
vive confidence to those sMflicted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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THE CARPENTERS SON COMPARES WOMEN TO DOGS. 


Then came she and worshiped him, saying, Lord, help me. 


children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.— Mat, xv, 25, 26. 


But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the 


Laughing Babies 
are loved by everybody. Those raised on the 
Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed Milk are 
comparativly free from sickness. Infant Health 
isa valuable pamphlet for mothers. Send your 
address fora copy to the New York Condensed 
Milk Company, New York. 


JUST OUT. ANOTHER NEW BOOK ! 
Patriotic Addresses 


COL. R. €. INGERSOLL. 


Reunion Address 
AT ELMWOOD, ILL, SEPT. 5, 1895. 
—and— 


Decoration-Day Oration, 
IN NEW YORK, MAY 30, 1882. 


His Address delivered at Elmwood, IIL, Sep- 
tember 5th, 1895, at the reunion of his old regi- 
ment, the Eleventh Illinois OCavalry—sls^ his 
famous Oration delivered on De.oration Day, 
1882, before the Grand Army of the Republio, at 
the Academy of Music, New York. ‘These two 
classics are published in book form for the first 
time from revised manusoript, and are the only 
authorized and correot reprints. It also contains 
a handsome half-tone portrait of the Colonel 
aud his little grandson, Robert G. Ingersoll- 
Brown. Printed on good paper, large type, wide 
margins, in one volume. 


Price, cloth, 50 cts; paper, 25 cts. Sent 
post-paid on receipt of price by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Correspondents Wanted 
With Liberal and Freethinking women between 
the ages of 20and40 years. Address L. O. I., care 


Truth Seeker office, 10187 


N ews of the (Weck. 


Gox» is again on the way to Europe. 


Tux Democrats of Boston hav nominated 
Josiah Quincy for mayor. 


Tue first severe nor'easter of the season 
raged along the Atlantic coast Nov. 14th. 


Eses D. Jorpan, the head of the Bos- 
ton firm of Jordan, Marsh & Co., died in 
that city on Nov. 15th. 


By the foundering of the steam launch 
of the British cruiser Edgar 48 men were 
drowned off the coast of Japan. 


Just now the reports from Turkish Ar- 
menia indicate that the victims are Mo- 
bammedans rather than Christians. 


Tue British steamer Leo foundered off 
the coast of Denmark and fifteen of the 
twenty-two persons aboard were lost. 


In spite of the very heavy sentences re- 
cently imposed upon convicted firebugs in 
this city, incendiarism is again raging. 


A BRIGHT comet was discovered in con- 
stellation Virgo on the morning of Nov. 
17th by Mr. B. D. Perrine at Lick Ob- 
servatory. 


Sznator Dav B. Hinz is going on the 
lecture platform. He will open in the Au- 
ditorium, Chicago, on Dec. 6th, his sub- 
ject, ** Liberty." 


Dvore the last year the United States 
Life ‘Saving Service helped 483 wrecked 
vessels, saving of the 5,402 persons on 
board all but 20, 


Tux United States grand jury for Wyo- 
ming failed to indict any of the whites 
who massacred the Indians near Jackson’s 
Hole last summer. 

Vixtor E. LzNNsTRAND, the Swedish 
Freethought leader, died at Gefle on Nov. 
1st. A mortuary notice will appear in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER soon. 


' Ex-Presipent Harrison presided at 
the Presbyterian Mission meeting in New 
York, on Nov. 15th. Ex-Secretary of State 
Foster was the principal speaker. 


A PRIVATE detectiv agency in Chicago, 
consisting of thieves and ex-policemen, 
murdered an innocent man on Nov. 14th 
in mistake for his brother, a pal of the ex- 
burglars in ihe detectiv force. All hav 
been arrested. 


As to the present condition of affairs in 
Cuba, it is useless to hazard any state- 
ments. Bothsidesclaim many victories; the 
special correspondents are widely apart in 
their assertions, and each ‘‘ great” news- 
paper denies the truth of the cable dis- 
patches of the others, 


WinLIAM LigsxNEOHT, Socialistic leader 
and editor, has been sentenced to prison 
at Breslau for four months, having been 
convicted on a charge of treason. In 1872 
he was imprisoned on a charge of high 
treason, but was pardoned at the end of 
two years, . In both instances the ‘‘trea- 
son” consisted in utterances that the impe- 
rial authorities did not like.! 


THE United States battleship Texas is 
reported damaged in the dry-dock at 
Brooklyn where she was being cleaned. 
It appears that parts of the vessel were too 
light to stand the strain of her great 
weight. There has been trouble with 
other of the new war vessels. 


THE Chicago TYimes-Herald, Inter- 
Ocean, and Evening Journal followed the 
example of the Tribune in reducing their 
price from two cents to one cent, and now 
the St. Louis Republic and Globe-Dem- 
ocrat hay reduced from five cents to one 
cent in the city and two in the country. 


In Kansas, at the late election, Judge 
David Martin was elected Chief Justice of 
the state. The Populists did not put up a 
candidate against him, but C. K. Holliday 
ran as an independent candidate and re- 
ceived an unexpectedly large vote, espe- 
cially in Wichita and other anti-prohibition 
places. 


In a speech to the Georgia legislature on 
Nov. 13th Ex-Speaker Crisp announced 
himself in favor of the free, unlimited, and 
independent coinage of silver at the rate 
of 16 to 1, This is supposed to be indica- 
tiv of the platform upon which he will offer 
himself as a candidate for the United States 
Senate. 


On Nov. 16th an electric car went through 
the open draw of the viaduct that spans 
ihe Cuyshoga river in Cleveland, and 
twenty persons went with it into the river 
100 feet below. Only one of them was 
rescued. There hav been many bad acci- 
dents of various kinds at the viaduct 
before. 


Now eruising near the Levant, watching 
Turkey, are thirteen of England's first- 
class battleships, and fifteen cruisers; 
eight French battleships and eleven cruis- 
ers; thirteen Russian vessels of all classes, 
and the entire commissioned force of Italy, 
which will be practically a part of the 
British fleet, 


THERE is something in a name, occa- 
sionally. Three times within the last seven 
years Rev. Father F. A. Manifold has re- 
signed important positions in the Prot- 
estant Episcopal church and entered the 
Roman Catholic fold. As he is a compara- 
tivly young man, he is likely to change 
his fold many more times before he dies, 


In the circuit court at Brooklyn before 
Judge Gaynor and a jury Emil Schaefer 
was on Noy. 15th awarded a verdict for 
$1,500 against Dr. Schelling of the city 
Health Board for damages sustained at the 
hands of the latter in vaccinating Schaefer 
in defiance of his protests, It is a triumph 
for the anti-compulsory vaccinationists, 


Dr. Luzezn, Anti Semite leader in the 
Austrian Reichsrath, was on Oct. 29th 
elected Burgomaster of Vienna. The em- 
peror refused to sanction the election, and 
Lueger was re-elected by the Municipal 
Council on Nov. 13th by a majority of 92, 
Thereupon Dr. Fribeis, president of the 
Imperial Commission appointed last May 
to administer the affairs of the city during 
the temporary abolition of the Municipal 
Council, announced in behalf of the lieu. 
tenant-governor the dissolution of the 
council, Then followed an Anti-Semite 
publie demonstration. : 


P” «PRICE 25 CENTS 


À LATE item of insurance news is to the 
effeot that women are no longer regarded 
as ''extra-hazardous" risks, and the dif- 
ference of about $5 per $1,000 against 
ihem in the annual premium has disap- 
peared, ‘‘There is still a difference in 
favor of the men in the cash value of ton- 
tine policies, but even this discrimination 
is likely to be abolished soon by the large 
companies," f 


JupaE Gissons, of Chicago, declared 
the State law closing barber shops on Sun- 
day unconstitutional because it was class 
legislation. .An appeal was at once taken 
by the Barbers’ Sunday Closing Associ- 
ation, The Chicago barbers are greatly 
at variance on the subject of Sunday clos- 
ing, a majority of the owners of shops 
being against the law, while the men who 
do the actual work are equally divided, 


A PETITION carrying 60,000 signatures—it 
is alleged—will soon be presented to the 
Board of Education of Chicago. It asks 


Rs $ 
wy 
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for the restoring of the reading of the 
Bible to the public schools, The petition 
was prepared and circulated by the Wom- 
en’s Educational League and has the in- 
dorsement of Mer. Satolli, Archbishop 
Janssens, of New Orleans; Bishop Heslin, 
of Natchez, Miss.; the Right Rev, J. J. 
Keane, rector of the Catholic University 
at Washington; Bishop John H. Hennessy 
of Wichita, Kan., for the Catholics, and 
of Dr. Paul Coens and Dr. Kohler for the 
Jewish congregations of New York, With. 
the women, the Catholies, the Protestants, . 
and the Jews united it looks squally for. 
liberty, Krs. Kimball, the spokeswoman 
of the League, said: ‘“ We hav received a: 
great many communications from the. 
Catholic clergy, and in no instance hav: 
they opposed the move, so long as it is: 
strictly non-sectarian in its nature.” It is: 
the plan of the Union to prepare ‘‘non- 
sectarian " passages of scripture for use: 
in the public schools, the selections to be: 
made by a committee composed of differ-. 
ent religious denominations 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSORIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the F'REETHINKER’S PICTORIAL Trxr-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Prororian Tzxr-Book. 

The pictures in the FREETHINEER’s PICTORIAL 
"Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


es 


THANKSGIVING—WHAT THEOLOGY HATH PROVIDED. 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Hzston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Ohildren and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Ohurch, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His. 
Works, 4; Prayer 2; The Oreeds, 10; Ohristians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4 ; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, ; Unkind Reflections on the 
Oburch, 4; Persecutions by the Ohurch, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Induce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—FIYE DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE DOLLARS. | 
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Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis wurth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
vou ean get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtfal if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine, : 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethough 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the ohuroh 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 

2 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now s 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and S.P. 

- Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 

' pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 

issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 

the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 

: poll, Itisaradieal Historie Record of the greatest developments of the human 

race. It reveals Proainonene as an intellectual, moral, litorary, social, industrial, 

and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 

its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 

HUNDRED Years oF FEEETHOUGHT" embraces the most illustrious pages of human 

history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 

rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
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glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 
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to her marriage. What is lacking ? By what au- 
thority is she held a prisoner through the collusion 
of the managers of the House of Mercy and the 
Gerry Society? This concludes the story : 

5** T hav talked with Mrs. Schaffaer, the Tombs Angel 
about the case,’ said Lawyer Greenthal, ‘ and she says she 
thinks the girl should be released.’ Mrs. Schaffner 
nodded assent. The judge replied that if Mrs, Schaffner 
was on the girl's side there ought to be no trouble in ob- 
taining her release on application to the proper authori- 


ties.” 

Now the question arises as to the extent of the 
authority of Mrs. Schaffner, who without injury 
to our argument may be conceded to be a most 
worthy person. Is the retention in Catholic pris- 
ons by the connivance of the Protestants of the 
Gerry Society the fate of those whom Mrs. Schaff- 
ner thinks should not be released? In a word, are 
persons guilty of no invasiv act to be imprisoned at 
the will of this or that society or of this or that 
individual? Do the people of this city and state 
hav any rights that houses of mercy, Gerry societies, 
and “angels” are bound to respect, or does every- 
thing depend upon the whims and caprices of said 
societies and “ angels ”? Jo 


dry." Ever since his surrender Patrick Ford meekly 
takes off his hat in the presence of a gray-headed 
absurdity. 


*! Some people are disposed to regard persons who be- 
lieve in no religion as inclined to be broad, liberal, and 
brimful of toleration. It is not so. There are cases 
where unbelief in the individual ends in indifference, as 
to what all the rest of the world says or thinks; but such 
cases are the exception, not the rule. The Roman em- 
perors had no religious faith of any sort, yet they sub- 
jected the Christians to tortures horrible to relate,- The 
leaders of the French Revolution were Freethinkers, but 
they deluged France with Christian blood, closed all the 
churches, and plundered and murdered the religious 
simply because they were religious.” 


E.M. MACDONALD, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY. - - - NOVEMBER 30, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance......-....eee eee eere ure $3 OO 
One subscription two years, in advance......-... eese sse 9 00 
Two new SUDBCLIDOTIS........0-.c.cecrerecrccerseesseneeeeeeseceee $ 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 9 00 
One subsoription with two new subscribers. in one remit- 


[UC EE A A] 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance.......... 


years l In the first place, the persecutions of Christians 
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by the Roman emperors hav been greatly magnified 
by church writers, and in the second place the Ro- 
man emperors were not Freethinkers. They all 
had a religious faith of some sort. The real up- 
lifters of France at the time of and more especially . 
preceding the Revolution were Freethinkers, but. 
Robespierre and many others who were responsible 

for the Reign of Terror were not Infidels. Thomas 

Paine, the Freethinker, risked his life in voting 

as a member of the Convention against the death 

of the king. For centuries the church had helped 

rob and imbrute the people, and hence it is not 

strange that when the latter awoke from the sleep 

of ages they broke from the control of the enlight- 

tened and humane naturists and retorted in the 

true Christian spirit and because of their Chris- 

tian training upon the monarchy, the nobility, and 

the priesthood who were responsible for their suf- 

ferings and their degradation. France was drunk 

with wrong and hate. The triple powers of super- 

stition, robbery, and tyranny had created the very 

conditions that led to their own temporary down- 

fall. They had all been cruel, they had all tortured 

the poor, the unfortunate, the heretical, and they 

reaped in a slight measure as they had sown. That 

they did not reap more, and more destructiv, whirl- 

winds was because their teachings and their object 

lessons had in some degree been neutralized by the 

light-spreading and mercy inculcating principles 

and acts of the Freethinkers. If the property of 

the churches was taken—well, the people had cre- 

ated it. 

After some unbased remarks concerning the al- 
leged relation of the Freethought organization to 
the Protestant semi-religious societies, the Jrish 
World concludes: 

ct These are the people who are trying to secularize the 
Christian Sabbath and secularize education, Their spec- 
ial aim, however, is to get control of the schools, which 
they would make godless, believing that if they capture 
the schools, the rising generation and the future will be 
theirs, Their every word, aspiration, and movement 
betray a satanic perversity; and, like Satan, they know 
what they are working for—a compliment that cannot so 
readily be paid to the perceptiv faculties of some who are 
pleased to be known 48 liberal Christians, and who are 
doing their stupid best to sid in their evil designs the 
children of unbelief. . 

‘“ Infidelity hates the Protestant sects in so far as they 
are Christians, but Protestantism, as the enemy of Rome, 
it looks upon as anally. The papacy is the one great foe 
against which all the forces of hell are united. It isthe rock 
against which the waves forever dash themselvs in vain. 
The Freethinkers themeelvs, in their récent convention, 
took note of this fact. ‘In the contest between Rome 
and reason,’ said President Putnam, ‘ Protestantism will 
be shivered to pieces. It will either fall into the bosom of 
Rome, or sweep onward into Freethought.’ ” 


09. crores HTTP 0 
Any number over five atthe same rate, invariably with one 
remittanoe. 


a — M — HÀ M M À— M — 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, ohéoks, post-optce 
and express money orders pavableto E. M. MAODONALD, 

$8 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTIC «.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular snbscriber. 


The Freethought Congress and the “ Irish 
World.” — 

Patrick Ford is the editor and proprietor of the 
Trish World. The Irish World was once a great 
paper, made great by the masterly writings of Infi- 
dels, such as Henry Appleton and Sidney H. Morse. 
It might be a great paper to day had not Patrick 
Ford abjectly surrendered his brains and his man- 
hood to the Catholié church. But when č spoke 
he dared not disobey, he abjured his principles, his 
Infidel editorial writers were frozen out, and the 
Irish World ceased to be a paper for thinkers, for 
thinkers must starve when fed on the meager and 
adulterated rations doled out by the church. . So 
in Archbishop Corrigan’s paper of November 2d 
we find the editorial from which excerpts are given 
below: . l 


A Very Queer Proceeding. . 


It is becoming more and more evident that the 
people of this city are owned by various religious 
and semi-religious orders and societies. The World 
of the 3d inst. tells a very interesting and signifi- 
eant little story. Three years ago Annie Sigalove 
was employed in a Coney Island resort. She became 
ill and was taken to Bellevue Hospital. While 
there, she was offered a home by a Sister of Charity. 
Accordingly, she went before Police Judge Grady 
and, with the consentof her mother, was committed 
to the House of Mercy. It will be observed that 
there was no difficulty in getting her committed to 
the home; as to getting her out of it—well, that is 
another story, which we aretrying to tell. Recently 
Annie wrote to her father, asking to be released, 
and he began legal proceedings. Judge Gilder- 
sleeve of the Superior Court decided that he had no 
jurisdiction in the matter. Mr. Sigalove's counsel, 
Robert Greenthal, told the court that Annie was 
twenty-two years old, that a young man was anx- 
ious to marry her, and that he would marry her be- 
fore her release, in the House of Mercy, or in the 
open court We are utterly at & loss to understand 
why it was necessary to mention any of these facts 
in order to make a showing to secure the girl’s re- 
lease. She was not committed for any crime, and 
she went to the House freely, with her mother’s con- 
sent. Why she could not leave just as freely, es- 
pecially with her father’s consent, is too much of a 
puzzle for the plain citizen to understand. Mr. 
Greenthal also stated that when Annie was commit- 
ted, her mother consented to the arrangement only 
on condition that her daughter be released within 
six months. Now comes on the scene another of 
our paternalistic organizations, “ The Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.” Its counsel 
tells Judge Gildersleeve that Annie is but eighteen 
and that her habits and conduct are such that she 
should not be released. In the absence of positiv 
evidence to the contrary, the girl's father is to be 
presumed to know more about her age than any 
meddling junta of so-called * philanthropists.” 
But beyond this presumption is the fact that Annie 
was not committed because of her “habits and 
conduet,” but because she wished to accept the 
offer of a home made by the Sister of Charity, and 
the further fact that the law of this state permits a- 
girl to marry at eighteen. The Gerry Society ad- 
mits that she is eighteen and her parents consent 


. “+ That is right, friend,’ said the Quaker to a sailor 
who cursed and .blasphemed at a great rate; ‘that is 
right; out with that vile staff, and thou shalt be the bet- 
ter for it.’ The Freethinkers of this country, who this 
week hav met in convention herein New York, hav acted 
on the Quaker's advice. For two days they vomited 
torrents of blasphemy and abusiv ribaldry against relig- 
ion, the Caristian name, and the Catholio church in par- 
ticular. Their indecency is so gross as to make it un- 
printable.” . 

Patrick Ford, do you know anything about what 
you are pretending to describe? Were you at any 
session of the Congress? Did you hava reliable 
representativ there? Or are you depending upon 
the imagination of a reporter of the Sun, who laid 
all stress on the one trivial speech of the conven- 
tion, and even grossly misrepresented that, saying 
that it was indecent and unprintable (as you now 
insinuate all the proceedings were), when it was 
nothing of the kind? Like the Christian States- 
man, the Christian Reformar, and the Canadian 
papers, that do not dare let their readers see our 
answers to the arguments of those who sustain THE 
Trurn SrExer's exclusion from the Canadian mails, 
the Zrish World resorts to the old Christian trick 
of asserting that the Freethinkers’ utterances are 
“indecent” and hence “unprintable.” It is so 
much easier to make such assertions, regarding the 
truth or falsity of which the Christian paper’s read- 
ers can hav no means of judging, than it is to at- 
tempt a refutation of the Infidels’ arguments. Of 
course, protests against church tyranny and scien- 
tific expositions of the origin of religious creeds are. 
«6 blasphemy ”; equally of course the satirizing of 
childish and savage superstitions is “abusiv ribal- 


It is not true that the Freethinkers are trying to 
get control of the schools, if by that is meant the 
desire and intention to teach therein the distinctiv 
tenets of Infidelity, in so far as Infidelity has such 
tenets. But it is true that we desire to free the 
public schools from sectarian teaching of all kinds, 
for those schools belong to the whole people, and 
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the church has no right to divert the money taken 


from the taxpayers of all religious beliefs and of no 


religious belief to the propagation of the creeds of 
any part of the people. How superficial is the 


knowledge of the Jrish World regarding the mat- 


ter is shown by its attempt to identify the organized 
Freethinkers with the Protestant religio-political 
societies. While the Protestant societies are clam- 
oring for the retention of the Protestant Bible in 
the schools, the Freethinkers are as determin- 
edly opposed to such retention as they are to the 
introduction of the ceremonies and catechism of 
the Catholic church. 

That the Catholic church is sunken just as low 
in superstition as is the United Presbyterian, is 
shown by the fact that its representativs, like the 
representativs of the Covenanter church, talk seri- 
ously about the cunning and perversity of a mythi- 
cal personal devil, and they all compliment the 
wisdom of their god with the supposition that he 
made this devil knowing when he made him that he 
would to the end of time play his little joker on 
God’s right bower in at least ninety-nine out of 
every hundred games. 

Sometimes we hav occasion to accept Protestant- 
ism as our ally against the invasions of Rome, and 
sometimes we accept Rome as our ally against the 
invasions of Protestantism. We stand for the equal 
civil and religious liberty of all citizens, and there- 
fore whoever comes on to our platform is welcome 
to work in the common cause; but we make no 
sacrifice of principle to secure such assistance. 
When either Rome or Geneva givs us aid in fight- 
ing one invader we are not thereby pledged to 
assist either, as the case may be, to invade the other 

. or the Jew or the “ heathen.” 

Rome is indeed the great rock in the way of the 
peaceful and safe navigation of the ocean of life. 
The various Protestant sects are only so many 
parts of it, now broken away by schism and scat- 
tered about it, some of them submerged and very 
dangerous, but all dangerous because they are of 
the same material as the Roman parent. To drop 
the metaphor, the Protestant sects are composed of 
those who are too credulous to be Freethinkers and 
not logical enough to be full-fledged Catholic Chris- 
tians. They are united with Rome against Reason, 
but are themselves exposed to the fire of both Rome 
and Reason. 


The Reactionary Movement in Chicago. 


As briefly mentioned in our News column last 
week, there is a movement on foot to put the Bible 
back into the schools of Chicago. It was started 
in 1898, when visitors to the World's Fair were 
asked to sign a petition to that effect. Thus names 
were secured which represented Christian senti- 
ment not only in Chicago, but all over the Union, 
and now itis announced that prominent church- 
: men, of the Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant divi- 
sions of religionists, residing and doing business 
in states other than Illinois, hav indorsed the 
scheme now at the front. Thus this attempt to 
force the teachings of Judaism and Christianity 
into the public schools of Chicago is something 
more than a local fight ; it has been made a general 
issue, in which all citizens of the republic may 
legitimately join, not only by the expression of 
opinion through the press but by letter and 
petition to the Board of Education of Chicago. If 
the views of Catholic priests, of Protestant minis- 
ters, and of Jewish rabbis, who liv in the District 
of Columbia, in Louisiana, in New York, in Kansas, 
and in Mississippi may he used to influence the 
Board, why should not the views of producing and 
tax-paying citizens of those and other states also be 
used for the same purpose ? 

The Chicago Woman’s Educational Union will 


present this petition, said to bear 60,000 signa- 


tures, to the Board at an early date. It is asserted 
that the present plan was offered by the late Pro- 
fessor Swing. In brief, it is that a committee, rep- 
resenting the chief divisions of the Christian church, 
and the Jews likewise, select from the Bible such 
parts as they think will not set the conspirators to 
fighting among themselvs, and then unitedly force 
this compilation upon the people of the city, in- 


cluding the Freethinkers, the Adventists, and such 
other classes as are opposed to religious instruction 
in the common schools. In the Chicago Zimes- 
Herald of November 16th we find the names of this 


committee, together with some alleged arguments: 


in favor of the conspiracy, which alleged arguments 


| we shall notice further along. William J. Onahan, 


who not long since received a decoration from the 
Pope, represents the Catholics. Considering his 
ecclesiastical affiliation, it is not surprising to learn 
that Mr. Onahan is an activ promoter of a society 
that has set itself the task of determining for the 
people, without their consent, what they may read 
and what they may admire in pictorial art and 
sculpture. Dr. J. H. Barrows represents the Prot- 
estant denominations; C. C. Bonney (who would 
not permit Freethought works to be sold at the 
World’s Fair) stands for the New Church, and Mrs. 
Elizabeth B. Cook looks after the prejudices and 
interests of the Woman’s Educational Union. Dr. 
Emil Hirsch was requested to represent the He- 
brews, but he declined to do so, owing to his objec- 
tions to the plan, and so that place on the commit- 
tee is vacant at present. i 

The women who are engineering this scheme are 
a simple lot, if we may judge them by their spokes- 
woman, Mrs. Elizabeth B. Cook. She finds it im- 
possible to be consistent in two consecutiv sen- 
tences. Listen for a moment to this paragon of 
profundity : 

** The reading of the Bible in our schools without note 
or comment does not imply that it is inspired or unin- 
spired writing. Itsimply givs the pupil an introduction 
to that volume which the United States government rec- 
ognizes as the book of sacred writings, which contains 
the moral standard of our government." 

How does the Bible come to be a “ sacred” writ- 
ing if it is not inspired? How does it come to be 
* Holy Scriptures," which Mrs. Cook also calls it, if 
it is not inspired? It is not honest to play with 
the accepted meaning of words as Mrs. Cook does 
in this instance. By “sacred writings” the people 
understand inspired writings, and by “ Holy Scrip- 
tures" they understand scriptures written by God 
or by the inspiration of God. 

Again: When and where has the “ United States 
government” recognized the Bible as a collection of 
sacred writings? The Constitution, the fundamental 
law to which the United States government owes 
obedience as much as does the humblest private 
citizen, recognizes no sacred scriptures whatever, 
and it forbids the government to make apy law re- 
specting the establishment of any religion founded 
on any sacred scriptures. See how simple a fact 
disproves Mrs. Cook’s assertion! But she adds that 
this sacred volume “contains the moral standard of 
our government.” Is that true? No. What 
Congress would dare reenact the Levitical Code? 
And coming to the New Testament, is the teaching 
of Jesus the “moral standard” of any government 
on earth? Jesus said—unless the record has been 
falsified—that when struck upon one cheek a man 
must turn the other cheek to his assailant. Our 
battleships and cruisers and torpedo boats, our regu- 
lar army and militia and police, our armed and 
drilled regiments and brigades and corps of com- 
mon and high school and Sunday-school boys, all 
tell us how Christian men interpret this command. 
The recent frantic shrieking for vengeance on the 
Chinese murderers of Christian missionaries is an- 
other forceful commentary on the same command. 
Jesus said—so we are told—that when the robber 
takes Mrs. Cook’s gown she must voluntarily hand 
him her sealskin sack, but it’s a hundred to one 
that she will call up the police station instead. 

“The law delights in exactness, and designates the 
common version of the Bible as the basis of its religion 
and morality.” 

We are at a loss to know whether Mrs. Cook 
means that the law’s love of exactness is shown in 
the definitness with which it indicates its selection 
of the Bible for the purpose named, or in the exact- 
ness of the moral precepts of the book itself. If 
the latter, we would remind her that the moral 
teachings of the book are a mass of good, bad, and 
indifferent precepts, of absurdities and irreconcilable 
contradictions. If the former, we would call her 
attention to the fact that only when the Bible is 


used in the courts and the schools oan it truly be 
said to hav been selected as the basis of the govern- 
ment’s religion and morality. But to argue that 
its use in the schools justifies its use in the schools 
is to assume the very thing that is in dispute and to 
reason in the vicious circle. Regarding its employ- 
ment in courts, Mrs. Cook should know that only in 
a very few of the most belated states is the laying 
of the hand upon or kissing the Bible compulsory ; 
in all others the witness or juror or voter is given 
the choice of swearing or affirming. If he is so 
superstitious that he believes that he cannot tell the 
truth unless sworn with his hand on a collection of 
old legends and scraps of history, he is permitted 
to take that form of adjuration, but if he is intelli- 
gent enough to know that the modern law requires 
him to tell the truth under the pains and penalty of 
perjury if he does not, and if he desires to do so, he - 
is permitted to affirm, knowing that whether he 
affirms or swears he is liable to human punishment 
if he lies. Then it follows that if the compulsory use 
of the Bible in the courts proved that the law des- 
ignated it as * the basis of its religion and morality," 
its disappearance from the courts proves that the 
law has ceased, or is rapidly ceasing, to regard 
it as “the basis of its religion aud morality.” 

Chicago is to be the storm center of what may 
prove to be the decisiv struggle over the invasion 
of the public schools by the fetich book of the 
church; so far the papers hav carefully abstained 
from interviewing anyone who takes a common 
sense view of the matter, but we may be sure that 
the Secularists of Illinois are not asleep and that 
the bigots and the temporizers will all hav to 
answer some, for them, very awkward questions. 
It should be clearly understood from the beginning 
that it is far more the principle involved in the 
teaching of any religion by the state, than the And of 
religion that is taught, that is dangerous. 


The Theocratic Winter Campaign. 


On November 8th a Conference on Sabbath Re- 
form was held in the Twelfth Street Reformed Pres- 
byterian church, New York, at which addresses were 
made by a number of clergymen. On November 
25th and 26th a Sabbath convention was held in Oil. 
City, Pennsylvania. Among the signers of the call 
for this meeting were the pastors of Baptist, Meth- 
odist, United Presbyterian, and Presbyterian 
churches, and many prominent business men. At 
the late state convention in Oakland, the full or- 
ganization of the California Sabbath Association 
was affected. National Reform meetings hav re- 
cently been held in Mifflintown, McAlevey’s Fort, 
and Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. Among the dele- 
gates elected in the last-named place to the forth- 
coming national convention of the God-in-the-Con- 
stitution party were two Baptist ministers, the 
president of the W. C. T. U., the president of the 
Women's Christian Temperance Alliance, and rep- 
resentativs of the Y. M. C. A., and the R. R. Y. M. 
C. A. Is there any room for doubt that the theo- 
cratic movement is growing ? 

A new drawing-in theocratic society with a “ tak- 
ing” name has been formed. It is called the 
“Loyalty League,” illustrating anew the aphorism 
that “ patriotism is the last resort of the scoundrel,” 
the best definition of “scoundrel” being this: “A 
man who iu the name of religion, morality, or 
patriotism seeks to trespass on the constitutional 
and equal rights of the citizen.” When it is known 
that R. M. Downie and Rev. H. H. George are in 
this new conspiracy it will at once be understood 
that it. means the worst kind of mischief. At a 
meeting held at Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, “ Dr. 
H. H. George gave from his experience as a Chris- 
tian lobbyist in Washington conclusiv reasons why 
Christian citizens should organize to protect the 
Christian institutions of the country.” This is dis. 
ingenuous to a degree. The only legitimate Chris- 
tian institutions in the country are the churches and 
their subsidiary organizations. No one is menacing 
those institutions with assault through the law, or 
by illegal force. What Mr. George and the Loy- 
alty League mean by the formation of societies to 
“protect the Christian institutions of the country” 
is the organization of the theocratic churchmen for 
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the purpose of transforming the civil institutions 
of the country into Ohristian institutions. Only 
this and nothing more, nothing less. John A. 
Dodds said that “the Loyalty League is intended 
to sustain the same auxiliary relation to the state 
that the Christian Endeavor and all such young 
people's societies sustain to the church.” Exactly- 
Those societies are intended to do the political work 
of the churches and the Loyalty League is intended 
to do the religious work of the state. Or vice versa, 
as may be necessary. The opinion is expressed that 
“ere many months the Loyalty League will be 
known in every state in the Union.” «One of the 
practical aims of this League is to secure perma- 
nent headquarters in Washington, the capital of the 
nation.” 

A call is out for a national convention of the Na- 
tional Reform. Association, to be holden in Balti- 
more, December 12th and 13th. It is declared that 
marriages following divorce are “adulterous”; that 
“laws for the protection of the Sabbath and for the 
suppression of blasphemy are shamelessly violated,” 
and that “in many cities and in some whole states, 
the Word of God has been banished from the pub- 
lic schools.” The chief object of this convention is 
to promote the proposed transformation of the 
United States Constitution into a Theistic and 
Christian creed. It is apparent that another raid 
is to be made upon Congress. The convention will 
be held in a Baptist church. “Christian churches, 
societies of Christian Endeavor, and other young 
people's unions, Women’s Christian Temperance 
Unions, and all kindred organizations are invited 
to send delegates to this convention.” Has all this 
no significance for “no danger” Liberals! We see 
ihat the name of the agent of the United States 
government's imitation of the Russian “Third Sec- 
tion,” Anthony Comstock, is attached to the call 
for this conventiou. Comment would seem to be 
needless. 

All the theoeratie news here given we hav gleaned 
from the columns of the official Christian States- 
man. In addition, we learn from the Baltimore 
Sun that the Ohurchman's League, an Episcopal 
organization in Washington, is going to try to in- 
duce Congress to forbid Sunday work and recrea- 
tion in the District of Columbia. Of course the 
Episcopalians will hav the cordial assistance of all 
the other theocrats. Probably the Episcopal soci- 
ety is acting under the instruction of the central 
theocratic organization. It is time that the Free- 
thinkers were settling down to work. 


a ig DERE EUR 
The Methodist and the Freethinker. 
Below we reproduce two letters that hav recently 
passed between Toronto and New York: 
Toronto, Nov. 15, 1895. 
E. M. Maoponarp, Esq., 28 Lafayette place, New York 
—Dear Sir: You hav not printed Onward's article, which 
you so strongly denounced, and I do not recognize your 
right to demand the reprint of your long tirade. If you 
do not regard the pictures and advertisments on your 
last page as indecent and scurrilous, then no words of 
mine can convince you. I sincerely wish that your abil- 
ities were better employed and in a manner to which upon 
your death-bed you will look back with greater satisfac- 
tion. I trust that you may yet be brought to a better 
mind and that you use your talents for the welfare of your 
fellowmen. Yours truly, 
Per K. G. W. H. WirHROwW. 


New York, Nov. 22, 1895. 
W. H. Wrrgngow, Editor of Onward, Toronto, Canada 
—Dear Sir: Your note of the 15th inst. contains some 
surprising statements, You say that Tam TRUTH SEEKER 
did not print the Onward editorial which it denounced. 
Our reply to the article in question is spoken of as a 
“long tirade.” That ''long tirade” appeared in THE 
Truru SEEKER of November 2d; a copy of that issue was 
sent to you, and you hav evidently seen the reply to your 
article, In the fifth line of our reply we say, referring to 
your attack, *see page 698.” This was printed in leaded 
ten-point type on page 691, and all you had to do was to 
turn over one leaf and you would see your article in full 
under the head you had yourself put on it. What, then, do 
you mean by the assertion that we had not inserted your 
‘attack? Did you say that to excuse to your readers your 
failure to print our reply? That you had read our criti- 
cism is proven by your reference to our request to you 
to giv it a place in the columns of Onward. As a self- 
- assumed teacher of morality, you hav placed yourself in a 
-most equivocal and mortifying position. 
We indulged in no ''tirade"; on the contrary, we 
merely presented some facts and arguments which you 
hav deemed it the part of prudence to avoid facing, and 
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that by the resort to what in other than a religious editor 
would be called a discreditable subterfuge. 

Regarding the length of our ‘‘ tirade,” you no doubt 
know that it contained, excluding your letter, less than 
three hundred more words than your attack to which it 
was & rejoinder. : 

We cannot afford to be less courteous than yourself. 
We sincerely wish that your abilities were better em- 
ployed than in bearing false witness against your oppo- 
nents, and we hope that you will hereafter use them in a 
less anti-social manner. We trust that you may yet be 
brought to a better mind, that you will cease using your 
talents.in aid of the suppression of free speech, press, and 
mails, and that in future you will not only discourage 
persecution but will refrain from misrepresenting the ut- 
terances and actions of the victims of persecution. This 
letter, preceded by your last, will appear in the editorial 
columns of Tus Taura Seexer. Will you print them in 
Onward? Yours for truth and equal liberty, 

E. M. MACDONALD, 
Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

These communications are self-explanatory; now 
it remains to be seen what the man who furnishes 
mental and moral pabulum for the young Meth- 
odists of Canada will do to square his conscience 
with the truth. 


sg n 
There seems to be a lull in both religious and 
anti-religious activity in Germany. The member- 
ship and revenues of the Freethought Society hav 
fallen off since the meeting last year, although a 
new society has been formed at Nuremburg since 
the meeting this year. On the other side, much in- 
difference. is manifested. At the church elections 
in Wiesbaden but 123 out of 10,000 voters appeared 
at the polls. The annoyances and persecutions to 
which Freethinkers in Germany are subjected 
should stimulate them into greater activity, it would 
seem—and the same is true in the United States. 


zu et 

**Tf Ohristianity will save a man, it will save a nation 
which accepts it."— ev. H. H. George. 

If it saves a man it saves him because its teach- 
ings influence him to a better life than he would 
otherwise lead. But he is an individual, and he can 
accept its teachings because they appeal to his rea- 
son and his impulses. The nation is not an organ- 
ism, it has neither reason nor impulses. No teach- 
ings can appeal to the non-existent. Acceptance by 
any number of individuals of the teachings of any 
religion is an entirely different thing from the forc- 
ing on the minority by the majority of the doctrins 
of a church. Such forcing saves neither the indi- 
vidual nor the aggregation of individuals which Mr. 
George calls the nation. 


—_ — 

An American Presbyterian minister quotes with 
great glee from an address delivered by the late 
Earl of Shaftesbury as follows: 

“Ido not believe in the history of diplomacy, or of 
any of the negotiations carried on between the nations of 
the earth, we can find anything equal to the wisdom, the 
soundness, and the pure evangelical truth of the body of 
men who constitute the American mission in Turkey. 
They are a marvelous combination of common sense and 
piety.” 

The foregoing was brought out to offset the opin- 
ion expressed by Admiral Kirkland concerning the 
same missionaries. There can be no doubt that the 
praise bestowed by the Earl of Shaftesbury is that 
of a partisan; what he says about the “wisdom” 
and the “soundness” of the American missionaries 
in Turkey is to be read in the light of his declara- 
tion regarding their * pure evangelical truth.” The 
Earl of Shaftesbury is unmistakably a prejudiced 
and interested witness. 


The way Christians love their enemies is very 
peculiar, as several little incidents that hav hap- 
pened in Europe during the last few months will 
show. In Sweden, O. Ljungdahl, a Freethought 
lecturer, was sentenced to three months’ imprison- 
ment for blasphemy; Dr. Bruno Wille, president 
and lecturer of the Free Religious Society of 
Berlin, was sentenced to pay a fine of 1,000 marks 
or suffer imprisonment for 100 days for teaching 
the children in the Society’s Sunday-school ; the 
Philosophical Society of Hanover has been closed 
by order of the police because the opinions ex- 
pressed there are dangerous to the doctrin of the 
divine origin of government, and the Freethought 
Society of Munich has met the same fate. Inas- 
much as the National Reform Association maintains 
that government is instituted by God and the Free- 
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thought Federation denies that it is, there can be 
no doubt that the latter would be suppressed if the 
former could get Congress and the state legisla- 
tures to respectivly submit and ratify the proposed 
Christian amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. The Christians of Germany are 
mentally so unequal to the task of competing with 
the Jews that a new Anti-Semitic organization, com- 
posed of the remnant of the old Anti-Semitic League 
and of ultra-Protestants, has been formed for the 
purpose of excluding Jews by law from public posi- 
tions and from taking any degree in the professions. 
The Pope has put on the ecclesiastical blacklist two 
works by Don Odon de Buen, and the Spanish gov- 
ernment has removed him from his professor’s 
We hear 
much about something that is called « Christian 
liberty.” There was a fine exhibit of it in Mecklen- 
burg, Germany, some time ago. The child of a 
workman had died and the mother asked a preacher 
to come to the grave and pray over the body of the 
little one. There was no money in prospect and 
the minister did not heed the request. Thereupon 
the mother knelt at the graveside and offered a 
prayer herself. Then she was imprisoned, presum- 
ably because she had no license to talk to God. 


It isn’t a great way from now to the sun festival 
known as Christmas—an adaptation of pagan rites 
to Christian necessities—and those who intend to 
follow the pretty custom of making presents to 
their friends on that occasion will find on another 
page of this issue of Taz Trura Szexer a list of 
books suitable for that purpose. If our friends 
desire we can hold the books till a few days before 
the festival and mail or express them so that they 
will reach the destination at the right time. A 
present that we would recommend is to send to 
your Liberal friend who does not now take it, a 
copy of Taz Trura Srexer a year for $3, which 
carries with it a copy of the *«Freethinker's Picto- 
trial Text-Book” in boards. For $3.50 we will send 
cloth bound book, with gilt side stamp—a hand- 
some present indeed, with the added attraction of 
a weekly remembrance from yourself to your friend 
in the shape of Tuz Trura Szexzr. Such a present 
will do you good, your friend good, and us good— 
a combination of goodness which seems hard to 
resist. 


Hiram Maxim, the inventor, has contributed some 
articles to the New York World on the missionary 
industry, and they hav not been received very favor- 
ably by our Ohristian friends. His first article, in 
the issue of October 19th, was accompanied by a 
reply by the missionary boards. In the issue of 
October 26th he answers the reply. He points out 
that there is only ohe name under heaven whereby 
men can be saved from hell. i 

** Qhrist is universally regarded by Christians as their 
savior. If we believe in him we shall be saved. The . 
greater number of Christians believe and teach that, if 
one is once offered Christianity and does not believe and 
accept it as truth, he will without doubt be eternally lost. 
They exhort us to hay faith and teach that the greatest 
of all sins is a negativ one—not to believe. 

‘Now, as all our missionary efforts and teachings in 
Ohina are for the purpose of rescuing the souls of the 
Chinese from eternal torture, I hold that if our relig- 
ion, or the manner of teaching it, is such that if fails 
altogether to save souls, and rather tends to increase the 
number of those sent below, it is & gloomy and igno- 
minious failure and worse than useless, and I think I shall 
be able to show that, according to our own theory and 
teaching, the only result of our missionary labors in 
China has been to send countless millions of Chinamen to 
everlasting torment.” : 

Starting from these premises, Mr. Maxim shows 
that the preaching of Christianity in China has 
during the last one hundred years sent the souls of 
hundreds of millions of Chinamen to hell. Not one 
Chinaman in ten thousand who hears the gospel is 
converted; therefore he is sure of eternal death, 
when he would otherwise hav been saved, if he was 
a good man according to the light he had under his 
ancestral religion. Mr. Maxim thinks that this is a 
terrible responsibility for any set of men to impose 
upon themselvs, but the costly business will not 
willingly be abandoned, we may be sure. - There is 
too much fanaticism and money invested in the en- 


terprise for that. 
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The Old Story in Plain English, with Notes and 
Comments. 
CONCLUSION. 

For a thousand years few doubted the reality of 
heaven and hell, or the existence of God, or the au- 
thenticity of the Bible. History marks that period 
as a reign of ignorance, wars, cruelty, and op- 
pression. Oh, the black despair of that thousand 
years! The poor, deluded mortals would pray 
while they tortured, sing hymns of praise to God 
while others were suffering the most excruciating 
pains, and return thanks when, by the most cruel 
torture, they had put a doubting heretic out of the 
way. What must be thought by those acquainted 
with its history of the claim that Christianity has 
been a great civilizer? 

Think of a slave ship in which human beings are 
packed away like herrings in a box, and every day 
the cargo overhauled and the dead bodies thrown 
into the sea. And then think of prayers on board 
that vessel every day because they thought that 
God would giv them a more prosperous venture if 
his aid was invoked, even by man-stealers. A firm 
belief that the Bible is the word of God will trans- 
form men into persecuting savages, and forever 
hold them to a level with the ferocious instincts of 
those who wrote it. To follow the example of 
men, even though ignorantly, who determined the 
rights of others by brute force and robbed and en- 
slaved the weak, and then claim that it all had the 
sanction of God, can only hav a disastrous moral 
influence. Until the laws of our being are changed 
the same causes will produce the same effects. 

In old Bible times a chieftain would gather 
around him a horde of marauders and make a de- 
scent upon some weak tribe and kill the most of 
them, and make slaves of the rest and take their 
cattle and plunder them of all their stores, and 
then he would retire on one side and hold a palaver 
with God and then return with a message sanction- 
ing the act. And then he would perform some 
hocus-pocus tricks and pass them off on the un- 
thinking multitude for miracles, and then they 
would think through their boots and talk through 
their hats and call him a man of God, and treat 
him as a sort of holy hybrid with the body of a man 
and the spirit and power of God. The Ohristians 

of to-day are taking these human tigera of old Bi- 
ble times as patterns for imitation,and insanely be- 
lieve that there can be no peace on earth, or good 
will to men, until all shall follow the example of 
these bloodthirsty desperadoes. i 

When the world's great account is made up it 
will be found that Ohristianity had its origin in 
lying, deception, and fraud, imposed upon the ig- 
norant by Christian mountebanks. 

The idea of a battalion of men jumping out of 
their graves and perambulating the country, is too 
ridiculous to be believed by any whose brain has 
not been soaked in superstition. Some may hav 

been buried a half century, some more recently, all 
at different periods, as death poked them in the 
Short ribs. What an uncanny sight they must. hav 
presented. Whether they marched in single file or 

-in double columns, or ran promiscuously through 
the country, deponent sayeth not. Some must hav 
been clothed in flesh, others must hav shed a vers 
unpleasant odor; seme must hav had their clothes 
on, and others sailed under bare poles. 
Such a marvelous set no man ever met 

Or heard of in story or in song; 


Some musical hammers, young saints and old bummers, 
Were seen to parade in the throng. 


If a hundred men should swear to such an occur- 
renee to-day, no scientist would credit the story. 
Neither would he believe that men, in violation of 
the law of gravity, ever went up from the earth 
bodily. According to the statement, they went up 
‘flesh, bones, breeches, and brogans. 

What became of their clothes? Do they hav a 
pawn-shop in heaven, where Ikleheimer and Jacobs 
deal in second-hand cloding? 

Great guns, what a relic a patch from the bosom 
of Elijah's old breeches would make! 

Did they hav a button factory up there and work 
the bones of those who ascended into buttons, as 
Ohristians say the button makers did with the bones 
of “Old Tom Paine?” i 

It was only the soul or spirit which survived; the 
bodies must hav perished. What must hav been 
the consequences when decomposition setin? There 
must hav been a great demand for salts of ammo- 
nia among the heavenly hosts. 

Oould not God manage to drop down a toe nail 
now and then when OChristians run short of relics? 

There would not bea cripple in all the land if 
one of Elijah’s old shoes should be thrown.down 
with God’s trade mark upon it. : 

How degrading the idea of spending millions of 
dollars every year to send such stories to the hea- 


then. No greater heathens can be found than those 
who can be imposed upon by such nonsensical 
drivel. No wonder that paupers and bums and 
fishermen were sent out to tell these stories ; decent 
people could not be induced to engage in the busi- 
ness. 

One paper says what we want of a navy is to 
protect our missionaries in foreign lands. Another 
paver says there is nothing that China. needs so 
much as American lead. That’s the doctrin ; if the 
heathen don’t receive the holy gospel-froth gladly, 
just shoot him down like a corn-pulling crow. 

The heathen had better learn quite early in the 
morning that Uncle Sam is going to protect his 
straw God because smut bag Tony and Talmage 
and Miss Willard and a few Sunday-school teach- 
ers say he must. The Chinese must learn that 
Ohrist was not crucified for fun, and if they don’t 
stop making up faces at our missionaries Uncle Sam 
will float over some of his big stomach pumps and 
pump ’em full of lead. 

Draw the people’s money out of the treasury and 
send off soldiers immediately to back up the mis- 
sionaries. If the heathen don’t know a good thing 
when they see it, it is no fault of ours. ` 

How important it is that the heathen should 
know that a ghost can beget and a virgin bring 
forth a child; that snakes and asses can talk; that 
strength lies in hair and not in muscle; that rams’ 
horns are more potent in leveling down solid walls 
of masonry than a park of artillery; that the jaw- 
bone of an ass is far more effectiv for making bits 
of human skulls fly up into the air than the Irish 
shillalah ; that the shortest and quickest way to de- 
vastate an enemy's country is by foxes with illum- 
inated tails; that the greater the number of wives 
and fancy women a man keeps around him the 
more he gains the favor of his heavenly joss. Now 
I think the heathens hav been Ohristianized about 
enough, and I guess the heathens think so too. 
It don’t seem to improve them any, and, besides, it 
is very expensiv. It costs about twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars to convert a heathen, and then he is 
not as good as he was before. And then he never 
stays converted any longer than he has access to 
the missionary’s flesh pots. It is about time for 
the heathens to tell the Christians that as far as 
commercial relations in religion are concerned they 
had better be broken off. * Our religion is quite 
satisfactory to us; if it does not suit you, you had 
better keep away. We prefer our own religion to 
your religion of hell and hate. At least reform 
your&elvs before you try to reform us. When you 
come as friends and visitors, or on legitimate busi- 
ness, you will be welcomed. When you come as in- 
truders and meddlers, interfering with our matters 
which do not concern you, you will receive the treat. 
ment due to intruders and meddlers. Our manners 
and customs and our religion are well suited to our 
people, but we shall not try to force them upon 
you, and if you insist on forcing yours upon us, 
we shall pointedly insist upon your minding your 
own business. 

* When you come here and try to make us hate 
our fathers and mothers, our sisters and brothers, 
and interfere with our household affairs and. break 
up our families, our objections may be backed 
up with demonstrations not altogether agreeable. 
If you cannot observe the rules of common decency 
and not obtrude yourselvs where you are not 
wanted, and cannot show some signs of good breed- 
ing and of a good-mannered people, we shall 
object to your mingling with our people. 

* Your religion affects only the poorest and lowest 
element of our people, and as soon as the inducement 
is tsken away they fall back more depraved than ever. 
Qhristian chicanery does not improve them. There 
is no such thing as true conversion. They remain 
Ohristians only so long as they are feasted. favored, 
and fondled. We hav tried the experiment and it 
has not proved a success. If you wish to convert 
our people you must take them to your own shores 
for better or worse, and then not throw them back 
upon our hands after you hav perverted the little 
virtue there was in them. 


“And now we say to all the Christians, when we 


want you as religious teachers we will send for you 
Until such time please manifest as much courtesy 
as is recognized by savages—do not come unbidden. 
If you do we shall treat you as savages.” 

Would Ohristians take the hint? Not even after 
they are kieked. They are not built that way. 
They came of low parentage, and were sadly neg- 
lected in the bringing up. They are ill-mannered, 
and hav no sense of justice, and were never taught 
to respect the rights of others. They are a brassy 
set, and as brainless as they are brassy. They in- 
trude themselvs where they are not wanted. They 
seek favors when not entitled to them, and try to 
take by foree that which is justly denied them. In 
short, I know of no heathens who more than they 


need to be converted to decency, good manners, and 
probity. 

Christians love Jesus and hate men; they revere 
an old book and ignore science. In their blind zeal 
to serve God they turn a deaf ear to the cries of 
humanity. To gain heaven they neglect many 
things essential to their happiness here. To es. 
cape hell when they die, they liv a hell of a life here. 
To teach men to respect their religion, they hav 
forfeited all respect for themselvs. To keep men 
from speaking evil of their religion, they hav pulled 
out their tongues. To giv men a practical idea of 
the pains of hellfire, they burnt them at the stake. 
To show that God is love, they hav persecuted 
thousands in his name. To make men tell the truth, 
they make à man kiss an old book full of lies and 
fables. To show their mercy and charity, they never 
forgiv. To show their humanity, they hav enslaved 
their kind. They proclaim peace on earth and good 
will to men by standing armies, great guns, and 
powerful war ships. Their practices hav been in 
direct opposition to their professions from start to 
finish. Jomw Pror. 


A Thanksgiving Prayer. 


Our great and pious Grover has appointed us a day 
When each and every citizen should crook his knees and 


pray, 

And offer thanks to him who rules from somewhere up 
above 

For blessings he has given us through his abounding love. 

Like loyal subject, therefore, I will hasten to obey; 

So bow your heads and listen, all, to what I hav to say: 

O Lord, we feel to thank thee that in this, the present 
year 

Wa exercise our gift of prayer without the slightest fear 

Of thumbscrews, pincers, red-hot boots, or rack, or fag- 
ots’ flame, 

To torture us or murder us in thy most holy name, 

Expand our hearts, O Lord, and let thy grateful children 
see 

The blessings great and numerous they hav received 
from thee. 

And firstly we would tender thee our fervent thanks, O 

ord : 
For our religious president, of whom thou'st doubtless 


ear 
Who sits so calmly by the stream and casts his hook and 
ait, 
While seventy million people groan 'neath his enormous 


weight. 

Still we would thank thee more to let a happy day draw 
near a 

When another Thomas Jeff »rson shall occupy his ‘‘cheer.” 

And we will never seek to kuow our ruler's cread or olan, 

Just so he's not, as Grover is, a Presbyterian. 

For thou, O Lord, dost know full well the tenets of that 
creed— 

Not thou thyself, nor Ohrist thy son, nor both, could 
e’er succeed 

In governing a people if you had your noddles crammed 

With thoughts of hell and brimstone, and of countless 
infants dammed. ! j 

We trust, O Lord (thy pardon, bat it is for joy wə laugh), 

That Grover’s the last president to feed us on such chaff. 

To-day let all the criminals within our jails giv thanks 

That up to date no Infidel has justly joined their ranks. 

Aud let the sewing girls rejoice, as they for thy son's sake, 

At 40 cents per dozen, stili hav flannel shirts to make 

For heathen children far away whom they will never see, 

While their own aged parents liv on public charity. 

Let hordes of idle mining men who walk or lie or sit, 

In hungry idleness, about the mouth of some old pit 

In humble gratitude return their thanks with one accord 

For the blessings of starvation which thy generous hand 
hath showered; : 

While sixty thousand tramps who roam this land we call 
80 free 

Send up their loud thankgiving song to Grover and to 


ee. 
For drouth and famin, floods and fires, and blasted fields 
(0) 


f grain, 
We bless thee, God of nations, and we sound thy praise 


again. 

We feel to glorify thy works, that over all the globe, 

While honest toil is clothed in rags, thy servants wear the 
robe. 

But the promis thou hast given us most joyously we 
seize— 

Though, in the winter of this life, peradventure we may 


freeze, i 
The next will be quite different, where earth's battalion’s 


swarm, 
And thou with fire eternally wilt keep thy children warm. 
Giv ear, O Lord, unto our prayer, and let it quick as- 
cend— 
May justice come on earth to stay. Amen, O Lord— 
Amend! P. SHANNON. 
It is the baldest hypocrisy that makes this [the 
maintenance of the Sunday law" a “labor ques- 
tion,” as the Zribune pretends that it is. Every 
morning newspaper of repute, including the 7rid- 
une, is published seven times a week. Yet every 


editor, reporter, compositor, pressman, and office 


boy has his one day in seven off. This plea of 
maintaining the Sunday laws “in the interest of 
labor” is a fetch. The Sunday laws stand upon the 
statute books openly and avowedly as laws designed 
to enforce the observance of “holy time.” That is 
the language of the law itself, as anybody may see 
by reading section 264 of the Penal Code.— New 
York World. 


Send for free catalog of our publications. 


Novemser 30, 1895] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 759 


rer nee er SS 


Reflections of a Physician. 
Canst thou by searching find out God?—Job, 


It is both amazing and amusing to hear the 
average Christian talk about God. They know 
him as well as you know your best friend. In 
sickness they appeal to him with the greatest con- 
fidence, but they don’t forget to send for the doc- 
tor; and in nine cases out of ten, if the doctor is 
an educated man, he is an Infidel. If the sick 
recover, God has done the work; if he die, the 
doctor killed him. 

Some years ago I attended a man through a very 
severe attack of typho-malarial fever. Meeting 
him soon after he got up, I expressed my pleasure 
at seeing him out again. He looked sober, shook 
his head, and remarked that if it had not been for 
the merey of God he should hav been in his grave. 
I turned quickly upon him and asked him if God 
-was practicing physic. He stared at me in mute 
surprise. I told him I did not know the gentle- 
man to whom he referred, but had often heard of 
him, and -that if he really knew that God was 
engaged in the practice of physic I would quit, as I 
could not afford to “buck” against a doctor of 
infinit wisdom and power. But, I continued, 
there are some difficulties attending the practice of 
your God which seem to. me to be contradictory 
and absurd. He is all-wise and all-powerful. He 
*oreates good, and he creates evil" (Isa. xlv, 7). 
Why does he create evil? Would it not be in- 
finitly better if there was no evil in the world? 
Oan that which is perfectly good produce evil! 
Admitting that your God has a right to punish the 
bad, has he the right to make them bad, or to make 
them so that they become bad? Why does he lay 
the heavy hand upon his own children—the Chris- 
tians? Why do one-third of our race die in 
infancy ? : 

My little lecture was closed by informing my 
friend that the finite mind could not comprehend 
the infinit; that his God was a creature of his own 
diseased brain. There was considerable merriment 
exhibited by the by-standers, and an impression 
made on my friend which I believe he never forgot. 
The fact is, every nation and individual make their 
own god, and generally in their own image. Xeno- 
phanes said, six hundred years before the Chris- 
. tians’ God was said to hav been born, that the 
Ethiopians represented their deities as black with 
flat noses; while the Thracians make them blue- 
eyed, with ruddy complexions; and, similarly, the 
Medes and the Persians and Egyptians portray 
their gods like themselvs. He adds: 

So, if oxen or lions had hands and could work in man’s 
fashion, 

And trace out with chisel or brush their conception of 
godhead, 

Then would horse depict gods like horses, and oxen like 


oxen, 
Each kind the divine with its own form and nature en- 
dowing. 

‘When we ascend the scale from the illiterate, su- 
perstitious Christian to the learned doctor of divin- 
ity, we are sometimes surprised at their teachings 
and admissions. Listen to Dr. Mansel: “ We are 
absolutely incapable of conceiving or proving the 
existence of God as he is; and so far is human rea- 
son from being able to construct a theology inde- 
pendent of revelation that if cannot even read the 
alphabet out of which that theology must be 
formed” (Bampton Lee 1859 4th ed, p.40) He 
goes on: “ We are compelled, by the constitution 
of our minds, to believe in the existence of an Ab. 
solute and Infinit Being; but the instant we at- 
tempt to analyze, we are involved in inextricable 
confusion. Our moral consciousness de- 
mands that we should conceive him as a Personal- 
ity, but personality, as we conceive it, is essentially 
a limitation; to speak of an Absolute and Infinit 
- Person is simply to use language to which no mode 
of human thought can possibly attach itself” 
(Bampton Lectures). A large volume would be re- 
quired to set down extracts from Dr. Mansel, Moz- 
ley, Milman, Newman, and others upon this subject, 
the gist of which is, you cannot comprehend or con- 
ceive of the existence of a God by Reason, but that 
it can only be effected by Revelation and Faith. 
That is to say, you prove the existence of a God by 
revelation, and the revelation by God. Is this a 
petitio principii? If you spend an hour in read- 
ing the views of great men upon this great, incom- 
prehensible, and inconceivable subject, you will be 
ready to sing the following good old doggerel : 

It wriggles in and wriggles out, 
And leaves a body still in doubt, 


Whether the snake that made the track, 
Was going South or coming back. 


Hendrickson, Mo. H. C. Davipson. 


If God made us in his image, we hav amply re- 
*urned the compliment.—.Zontanelle. 


is the day of rest, recreation, and pleasure. Why 


with the upper half of its head cut oft, very seldom 
in complete condition, but still always claiming the 
name of church? 


recreation people stalk around as if they were in 
pain, or making penance in a hair-cloth shirt? 


their forefathers, who were a set of religious cranks, 


new, here made laws of a still more oppressivly in- 


į 14-19); on the first day he divides the light from 


the next world. I think verse 8 ought to giv them 
a good clue: The substance altogether consisting . 
of waters, is divided into two by a big horizontal 
plate called heaven, under which are piled dry land 
in one heap and waters in another, and on the lower 
side of which are pasted up sun, moon, and stars, 
and above which are, according to our understand- 
ing, other waters. What conclusion comes nearer 
than that the heaven is a big ocean; that God is a 
big fish therein, let us say a whale, for a comparison . 
of the verses 21 and 26 will prove that the whale 
is a fish, and that all sheep are to be fishes in eter- 
nity? Where hell is to be located, and of what to 
consist, we are not here at liberty to say, as God 
didn’t create that place during his first six working- - 
days. : 
It seems that as far as to create “every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth” (v. 26), God 
didn’t aim above his might; he only needed to say, 
“ Let it be; and it was so;” and after it was so, he 
always made it, to be quite sure of it. But when: 
he was going to make Adam and Eve, he almost 
had to giv up the job unfinished. It is true that 
chapter i, verse 27, in a summary way, states that 
he created male and female on the sixth day. But 
chapter 2 is more explicit; it goes even so far as to 
say, twice in immediate succession, that God. had to 
sit down and take a day's rest “on the seventh day. 
from all his work, which he had created and made" 
(e. ii, v. 2-3), and that, instead of having created 
male and female, as chapter i, verse 57, has it, he, 
some time in the next week, I suppose, saw that 
there was not a man to till the ground (v. 5), and 
therefore rolled together a heap of mud which he 
formed into a man (v. 7). Notice, that this time he 
didn't say, * Let it be,” but that he had to blow. 
into its nostrils to get it to liv. He leaves man to 
philosophize over his sudden existence, and occu- . 
pies himself with digging and planting a garden in 
the eastern part.of Eden; this done, he carries his 
man over his back into the garden (v. 8); then he 
carries him out of the garden again, returns alone, 
makes those two memorable trees in the midst of 
the garden (v. 9); and now he is carrying in the 
man a second time (v. 10), from which we must de- 
duce the fact that he carried him out again after 
the first time. We can easily imagin what a beauti- 
ful picture this carrying-business made: God him- 
self, the old man, trudging along, Adam holding 
fast on his back, his arms around the old man’s 
neck, and his legs encircling his hips.. It is a won- 
der that M. Doré didn’t reproduce it on canvass.  - 
It seems that God bore a good will towards his 
Adam, because he promised him lots, just as our 
political candidates do, and kept his promises as 
well as they do. He even felt compassion for his 
solitude (v. 18); all the animals made a review be- 
fore Adam, from which he might choose any one as 
his companion. Though Adam gave every animal 
its name (v. 19), there was not among them a single 
lass lovely enough to excite Adam's tender passions 
(v. 20). God was placed in à very awkward posi- 
tion; what should he do? At last he hit upon a 
luminous idea; just as our dentists do, he made use 
of some painless gas; and while Ádam was asleep 
the old man performed a very dangerous operation; 
he took out one of his ribs, * closed up the flesh in 
its stead " (v. 21), whatever ihat means. And, lo, 
when Adam returned to his senses. there lies at his 
side a creature so charming that Adam immediately, 
although he could never hav droamed about it, 
and nobody had told him, yet understood that “ this 
was now bone of his bones, and flesh of his flesh” 
(v. 28); and therefore he called it woman, because 
it was taken out of man, from which we hav to 
believe that Adam originally was an Englishman. 
And for such belief there is just as big reason as 
for Rudbeckin’s opinion that he was a Swede. The 
quaint little geographical sketch we find in v. 10-14 
may give rise to and proof of any opinion in this 
line. 
The good old man had intended to keep Adam 
in the garden for the purpose of dressing him and 
holding him in good care (v. 15), but the big parade 
of animals, his disappointment in finding Adam too 
fastidious, and lastly his delicate rib-operation must 
hav completely deranged his faculties of memory ; 
for as yet the man and the wife had to go about 
naked; but they didn’t care, they were not at all 
ashamed (last verse). From which, compared with 
the sinful knowledge of nakedness in the next chap- 
ter, we may infer that not to be ashamed of one’s 
nakedness is to be like Adam and Eve before their 
fall into sin. This inference should be considered 
quite correct; and the tendency of the masculin 
sex-nowadays to admire tights on the stage, and the 
passion among our ladies to expose their forms, 
should be considered as a step forward to the bliss- 
ful state of paradise upon earth, for which we hav 
so long been yearning. Be that as it may, it has 
nothing to do with the nature of God as pronounced . 


Genesis. 
I.—THE CREATION, CHAPTERS I, II. 

No other country, except perhaps Great Britain, 
goes through such a wretchedly gloomy Sunday as 
the United States. On the European continent Sun- 
day is the merriest day in the week ; theaters are open 
on that day, if on any; families pay each other visits, 
amusing themselvs with a diversity of innocent 
games ; afternoon concerts are very common in éven 
the smallest towns; and in every village there is at 
least.one fiddler leading the jolly young farmers to 
the dance on some barn floor; Sunday in Europe 


is it that in this country we find a church at almost 
every second corner, often only a wooden barn with 
a hen-coop on the top of it, still oftener, if of stone, 


Why is it that on this day of 


Principally, I presume, because they take after 


and, whilst in opposition to the tyranny of intol- 
erance in the old country, yet hardly settled in the 


tolerant character, of which laws some are to this 
day on the statute books, and therefore, according 
to Mr. Parkhurst and consorts, must be obeyed, 
however crazy they may sound. 

Our Sabbath is also kept so strictly, because it is 
insisted upon by some twenty per cent of our pop- 
ulation, to be found mostly among the upper and 
middle classes of people, who think the present 
state of things so convenient for their own well- 
being that can’t agree to a radical change; who are 
afraid that ignorance will change into vagrancy, if 
no fear of punishment hereafter keeps it in check; 
who consider that science should hav respect for 
the convictions of ignorance; who themselvs imagin 
that they believe in something so vague that they 
don’t know what it is, and therefore call it “a God,” 
sneering. at Ingersoll because he is supposed to be- 
lieve in “nothing,” but otherwise giving full allow- 
ance to any kind of creed, however lunatic its ap- 
pearance, from Salvation Army and the Christian 
Endeavorers upwards. These people don’t believe 
in the Bible, though feigning to do so; but they go 
regularly to church, their business requiring their 
presence there; merchants of every description, 
high and low, go to church to capture customers; 
office candidates to solicit voters; doctors to im- 
press the ladies with sickness; young larks to im- 
press the ladies with love,and so on. This class of 
people is the curse of a nation; it possesses the 
ruling influence; it teaches its children; it induc:s 
its friends and relations; it compels its subordi- 
nates; in fact, it determins almost the whole popu 
lation to accept its belief as it is feigned. How 
such mighty influence is possible seems strange, and 
we can account for it only from the fact that hardly 
any of these trusting believers in the B.ble ever 
read this book themselvs, except half asleep, always 
taking the preacher’s words for those of “the 
book.” 

Read the B.ble, and you will meet with some of 
the most idiotic nonsense, the vilest falsehoods, and 
the most rascally vices you can think of. Let us 
study together its two first chapter-, containing a 
description of the creation of. the world. In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth 
(i, 1); afterwards he created heaven a second time 
on the second day (v 8).and the earth a second time 
on the third day (v. 9); or else he created on the first 
day light on the earth (v. 2) that did not yet exist! 
Here it is indeed true that extreme simplicity of 
language is as perplexing as extreme aftectaticn ; 
especially confounding are those exceedingly tedi- 
ous, not to say ludicrously droll, repetitions of the 
same statement. As for contradictions, that’s the 
only feature in these two chapters quite logically 
carried through. Now, if we feel inclined to com- 
promise with this first contradiction and say that 
probably the condition of the earth, mentioned in 
verse 2, means the condition of substance before the 
creation, we would hav every denomination in Chris- 
tendom harnessed against us, for they all think that 
God made everything from nothing, though I can’t 
see wherefrom they hav got such a wonderful no- 
tion, the story of the creation not uttering a sylla- 
ble in that direction. But however willing our 
mind, we cannot explain this conundrum: God 
creates light, day and night, on the first day (v. 3—5), 
but the sun not sooner than on the fourth day (v. 


the darkness, and on the fourth day he makes great 
lights to divide the light from the darkness! Can 
any creation-story be more utterly nonsensical? It 
is strange that our great philosophical geniuses in 
theology as yet livin a kind of doubt regarding 
the nature of God, of heaven, and of the sheep in 
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in the two first chapters of the Bible; neither does 
it concern the nature of God. Whether this nature 
is pronounced in a cultivated language, or in one 80 
wretchedly crude that, leaving free scope for fancy 
to build upon, it is thought fit for the foundation 
We must not 
judge from the outer form, but from the general 


of so many contrarious churches. 


impression of its contents. 


The general impression is this: That the earth is 
the center of the universe, as if it weren’t only a 
sand upon the shore of the ocean, among these 
myriads of stars and solar systems which flitter 
That the great lights were made only 
to serve the earth, as if the earth itself weren’t 
bound to move around the sun, perhaps its mother, 
That 
woman was made from a rib of man, as if man 
didn’t hav down to the present day an even num- 
ber of ribs, and nowhere a piece of closed-up flesh 
That man was made to hav do- 
minion over the earth, both the animal, vegetable 
and mineral kingdoms; as if not most people would 
quiver from fright before any master of the wilder- 
ness, a lion, a tiger, a bear, perhaps fainting away 
even before the monster touched them; as if not 
rats and mice, bugs and lice, in fact all parasitical 
animals, exercise a dominion over man far stronger 
than man ever will over them; as if not fruit, blos- 
som, and perfume kill as often as they obey; as if 
earthquakes, falling rocks, treacherous glaciers, huge 
ice mountains upon the ocean, the ocean itself when 
in fury—shortly, this whole tremendous nature— 


around it! 


surely millions of times bigger than itself! 


in their stead ? 


didn’t inflict upon humanity such terror as to make 


the benefit it takes therefrom a very small recom- 


pense indeed, for all its sufferings! The being that 
inspired man to write the first and second chapters 
of Genesis was more ignorant of the composition of 
the earth than we are now—call that being God, if 
you like. AxsEL SANDBERG. 


News and Notes. 
OLD SOUTH OHUROH THEOLOGY—“ FLOWERS OF FREE- 
THOUGHT ”—“ BIRDS OF PRAY.” 

Rev. Mr. Savage, in his sermon last Sunday, Nov. 
17th, gave a review, with some extracts, of the late 
book of Dr. Gordon, pastor of Old South Church, 
entitled * The Christ of To-day.” It seems that the 
Rev. Dr. Gordon has floated far away from the an- 
cient theological landmarks. In some things he is 
more radical than Theodore Parker himself; and 
yet his book is received with encomiums by the or- 
thodox press. It shows the immense advance of 
the times, how far we all are from the horrible 
theology of the Puritans. Not one of the old fa- 
mous points of Calvinism does Dr. Gordon retain. 
They are frankly abandoned or quietly ignored. 
The five points of Calvinism are as follows: Par- 
ticular election, particular redemption, total de- 
pravity, irresistible grace, final perseverance. Dr. 
Gordon repudiates the doctrin of election and 
reprobation ; of total.depravity, of eternal hell. He 
believes in the final salvation of all men. The only 
orthodox doctrin that he retains is that of the deity 
of Jesus. He refuses the old doctrin of the trinity, 
and affirms only the threefold nature of God, what- 
ever that may be. If Dr. Gordon had written this 
book twenty-five years ago he would hav been 
driven from the pulpits of Boston; now he is the 
most popular of its orthodox representativs. He 
is in the swim. 

He overthrows the doctrin of the infallibility of 
the Bible. He admits that it is not scientifically or 
historically correct; that the apostles themselvs 
were limited, even in their inspiration, and did not 
hav an adequate idea of Jesus, and did not there- 
fore giv a perfect delineation of either his charac- 
ter or purposes. He even seems to hint that Jesus 
himself was not perfect in wisdom, and was toa 
certain extent the child of his times. He affirms that 
the substance of the Bible is true which unfolds 
the divinity of Christ. What that substance of 
truth is will not be found in the verbal utterances 
of the apostles, but in the advanced criticism of 
to-day, illuminated by the science of the nineteenth 
century. The Bible, according to Dr. Gordon, is 
not to be the master of human reason, but is to be 
interpreted and accepted by that reason itself, 
which must judge the scriptures as to whether 
they are true or false. According to Dr. Gordon, 
we are not to believe a thing because it is in the 
Bible, but because it is reasonable and is supported 
by evidence. He utters this radical idea, that we 
are not to judge Jesus Christ by the character of 
God, but that we are to judge the character of God 
by that of Jesus Christ. This means, if it means 
anything, that the humanity of Jesus is the measure 
or standard of the divinity of God. This makes 
humanity the supreme thing; and is equivalent to 
saying that God as an object of faith is the crea- 
tion of human reason. 
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of Jesus. 


diated by the cultured minds of the church itself. 


Edwards, and then this book, they would be amazed 


hav evolved to such a tremendous distance. 
the Old South church reverberates with the new 
theology. and the congregations receive it with 
delighted applause. Heresy is triumphant and 
dwells in the habitations of orthodoxy. Only one 
string is left that binds to the old—-the deity of 
Jesus. 
become of the churches? It looks as if there would 
be a landslide of enormous proportions. 

We now tome to some radical English books that 
do not sail under false colors; books that mean 
what they say and say what they mean. These 
books are of great value to the student of modern 
philosophy. ‘Flowers of Freethought” are two 
volumes of editorials on living topics written by 
Geo. W. Foote, editor of the London Zreethinker. 
I do not know of anyone in England who has 
gathered together a larger store of information 
than Mr. Foote, or who uses it with more happy 
effect. Taking all these editorials together, they 
exhibit an abundant knowledge of history, of litera- 
ture, and of philosophy. Mr. Foote is a dweller in 
libraries, as well as a man of the world. He 
browses among books; he gets the best they con- 
tain, and he givs it to his readers in a most avail- 
able and interesting manner. These editorials are 
short, always to the point, fresh with illustrations, 
clear cut from beginning to end. Mr. Foote’s lan- 
guage is like an arrow; it moves straight to the 
mark. There is no flourish, no involution of sen- 
tences, no fireworks. When you read Mr. Foote 
you know exactly what he is driving at; there is no 
obscurity. 

“Flowers of Freethought” are good books to 
take along on a journey. They are like a friend 
with whom you can talk for awhile, and then keep 
a golden silence. You can pluck a “Flower of 
Freethought” here and there, and read according 
to your own sweet will. You are not obliged to 
read continuously. You donot hav to tackle a whole 
volume. You hav a hundred articles to pick from, 
on a wide variety of subjects, and in every article 
you will find the philosophy of Freethought keenly 
and lucidly expressed. In America these books 
ought to hava large sale, for they are admirably 
adapted to our hurrying life. It is very seldom 
that an American will undertake to read a whole 
volume. He hasn't the time. He's on the rush; 
has but a few minutes to spare. The “Flowers of 
Freethought” are just the thing. He cannot put 
in his few minutes to better advantage than by a 
perusal of one of these terse and freighted edito- 
rials. In a small compass he will find a great many 
stimulating ideas. These are just the books to put 
into one’s traveling bag. They are better than a 
summer novel, for, while equally entertaining, they 
are also profoundly and variously instructiv. 

A different kind of book is ** Birds of Pray.” Saladin 
is a free lance in shining armor. He dashes along 
in the paraphernalia of glittering war. He is in 
for a fight; and he likes to hit hard. This is one 
of his best books. His wit, his knowledge, his 
sarcasm, his poetry, his picturesque descriptions, 
his pathos, his invectiv, his splendid rhetoric, consti- 
tute an extraordinary volume. Saladin has much 
of the “Old Scotch ” in him, the * usquebaugh " of 
Burns's genius; and we are sometimes dazed by his 
brilliancy, and don’t know exactly whither we are 
tending, the lights flash so furiously. But Saladin 
is sure to bring us to some elevated spot, where 
wide landscapes open on the vision. Saladin is not 
merely a rhetorician or word painter. He has won- 
derful information; has all sorts of odd bits of knowl- 
edge which illuminate his pages ; and in the midst of 
his apparent wildness he is driving on with a deter- 
mined purpose. He has an end in view and he 
reaches it. Saladin takes his own way; and though 
it may appear circumlocutional, he gets there. 
The lightning strikes, although the path is zig-zag. 
Saladin is popular in America. These electric bat- 
teries of thought are suited to our style. 

s S. P. Purnam. 
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—The Swedish 
September. 


Freethinkers held a congress in 


Dr. Gordon has overthrown orthodoxy and all 
the historic creeds of the church. He puts St. 
Augustine and Calvin into limbo. He discards with 
frank disgust the horrors of their theology. He 
declares the great value of the Unitarian tnovemeht 
and that it has saved to the Christian religion the 
real worth of Jesus. However, he avoids becoming 
a Unitarian by still adhering to the special divinity 


This book shows how utterly the old orthodox 
religion, the religion of our fathers, has been repu- 


If one should read the sermons of Jonathan 
at the chasm presented. They would wonder how 


it is that the theological suce^ssors of Edwards 
Yet 


When that is snapped asunder, what will | 
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Freethought Abroad 


—During October there were founded two new 
Freethought societies in France, three in Belgiuit, 
four in Spain, and one each in Sweden and Italy. 

—Dr. August Specht, editor of Menschenthum, 
and Freien Glocken, who some months ago cele- 
brated his twenty-fifth jubilee as a Freethought 
lecturer, passed his fiftieth birthday July 2d. Dr. 
Specht is, next to Professor Buchner, the best- 
known German Freethinker. 

—The Dutch Freethought work, * Dominee, Pas- 
tor of Rabbi,” by J. G. ten Bokkel, has been trans- 
lated into German and French, and is not alone 
distributed in all Dutch colonies, but copies hav 
reached Grand Rapids, Mich., to the number of two 
hundred. The book ought to be translated into 
English. 

—The Danish House of Representatives has, with 
one dissenting vote, passed a bill providing that 
anyone, whether preacher or hot, shall be allowed 
to giy religious lectures in the state churches. The 
result of this measure, if it becomes a law, will be 
of greater importance to the intellectual develop- 
ment of the Danish people than even the R-forma- 
tion. 

—Mogelhaes Lima, the prominent Portuguese 
republican, Freethinker, journalist, and author, has 
published a work of 300 pages entitled “O Libro 
da Pez” (O Liberty of Peace). It is a very interest- 
ing book for Freethinkers and all lovers of peace to 
read, and its free circulation would do considerable 
to hasten the approach of that time when “ swords 
shall be beaten into plowshares.” It is published 
by Casa Bertrand, Lisbon, Portugal. Price 55 cents. 

—At the funeral of the French Freethinker, Vio- 
tor Poulain, who recertly died at Roubaix, the 
funeral cortege numbered over 5,000 persons, while 
the secular services at the grave were attended by 
about 15,000.-.-.: Genuin Catholicism is getting 
scarce in France. The village of Bourront (De- 
partment Seine-et-Marne) which, in 1789, had 
600 inhabitants, with 300 Easter communicants, 
has now 1,200 inhabitants, with but 94 communi- 
cants. Paris, with its 2,000,000 inhabitants, has 
scarcely 100,000 communicants, and of these 
four fifths are women; while in the country, 
where orthodoxy is the strongest, 25 per cent are 
female and 8 per cent male devotees. But on a 
pinch no doubt the church could rally many more. 


—A new Freethought paper of Socialistic ten- 
dencies, La Revolucion, has appeared at Barcelona, 
Spain. -.-.: The Freethinkers of the Spanish prov- 
ince Cataluna, Spain, hav organized for defensiv as 
well as offensiv purposes. Prof. Odon de Buen is 
the leading spirit. -.-.- The great Spanish Free- 
thinker, Ramón Chies, died & year ago and on the 
anniversary of his death memorial services were 
held in all Spanish Freethought societies and Ma- 
sonic lodges. The money collected for à monument 
in his honor has reached the sum of about 8,000 
pesetas ($1,600).-.-."The Spanish government stirred 
up & wasp's nest when it discharged Prof. Odon de 
Buen from the University of Barcelona. Telegrams, 
editorials, and public meetings denouncing the 
church-inspired action are pouring in from all over 
Spain and its colonies, and even from foreign coun- 
tries. 

—The Flemish Freethinkers held a very success- 
ful congress at Gent on September 15, 1895. Socie- 
ties from five cities were represented. The courage 
of our Belgian brethren is severely tried by the re- 
cently enacted school-law. Yet what would hav 
discouraged other nationalities seems to hav the 
opposit result in Belgium. Five new societies hav 
organized during the last two months, several local 
Freethought congresses hav been held, besides nu- 
merous socials, excursions, etc. It has been decided 
to protest against the enactment of the law, the pro- 
tests to consist of: One petition from each Free- - 
thought society, signed by its president and secre- 
tary; one monster petition signed by as many 
grown persons as possible; public demonstrations. 
Of the latter several hav been held, notably at Gaud, 
Charleroi, and Ixelles, besides the national one at 
Brussels. The first, held July 13th, had over 12,- 
000 participants; the latter, July 28th, 100,000. 


A Covenanter Paradise. 

Section 176 of the Russian criminal code rewards 
with twelve to fifteen years’ hard labor in Siberian 
mines and lifelong exile everyone who speaks 
against the Trinity, the holy mother Mary, the 
cross of Jesus Christ, the spiritual inhabitants of 
heaven, or the saints and their pictures. Section 
177 banishes for life to the uttermost corner of Si- 
beria those who hav been found guilty of the above 
mentioned crimes in the privacy of home. Section 
178 givs six to eight years’ hard labor and lifelong 
exile to all critics of the Christian religion. 
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Observations. . 


The publisher of a populat American magazine 
has offered the Hon. W. E. Gladstone soiis tempting 
inducements to contribute to his periodical a series 
of articles on sacred subjects, but although theol- 
ogy is the field wherein the aged warhorse is most 
often pleased to cavort, he declines to be led into it 
again on this side of the Atlantic. There is nothing 
in this, however, to occasion surprise. When Mr. 
Gladstone was there last the publishers sprung a 
surprise on him by inviting Oolonel Ingersoll into 
the same inclosure, and he is no doubt apprehensiv 
that they may do it again. He has made no protest 
that the course was crowded, that there were too 
many spectators, or that his opponent carried too 
much ballast, but I suspect that his sympathy with 
Lord Dunraven is deep and sincere. 


Christian, and yet the existence and destiny of all 
evangelical Ohristians rest upon the question of 
her anatomical chastity: 

Anybody who id led to believe, either from the 
* Woman's Bible," or from Other evidence, “ that 
the leaders of woman's suffrage,” so niany of them 
as are women, “are what is called Freethinkers ^ 
will not be far out of the way. There are fwo divi- 
sions of the movement. One demands the suffrage 
in the name of right and justice, regardless of con- 
sequences. This division is led by Freethinking 
women like Mrs. Stanton. The other division de- 
mands the suffrage in the name of Ohrist iù order 
that God may be voted into the Constitution, the 
Bible into the schools, and Ohristian doctrin gen- 
erally into civil law. This division is led by the 


the wonien like Mrs. Grannis, Mrs. Livermore, and 
Miss Willard, who imagin themselvs leaders, are 
only followers. Their Voice is heard from the pill- 
ion, but a minister occüpies the saddle and pushes 
on the reihis. 


A St. Louis girl, Misa Louise Marie Ivory, be- 
cathe engaged to marry Dr. Melvin Keeve Moore of 
that city: So says the Chronicle of the 19th inst; 
and as the wedding was to occur on the Monday 
following that date, I suppose that they are hus- 
band and wife now and that ere this the worst has 


churches, Anthony Comstock, and Dr. Funk, and | 


happened. The remarkable thing about the mar- 


riage, and what leads me to mention it, is the lan- 


guage of the bride’s mother. Louise is a Catholic, 
while Melvin is a Freethinker, and Mrs. Ivory Says: 


* I would rather take my daughter to her grave this 
afternoon than hav her marry Dr. Moore." Nothing 
else is alleged against Dr. Moore except his unbe- 


lief; and a St. Louis correspondent thinks that the 
case is worthy of being recorded by my pen, with 
comment. 


destination for us. Mrs. Moore is especially to be 
congratulated that her mother, though godly, was 
not privileged to escort her to the cemetery in pref- 
erence to tne hymeneal altar. 


The sneaking assassin Hannigan has been ac- 
quitted by a jury of his peers. The story of his 
crime I hav related before He had a sister who 
associated with a man named Mann, and offered her 
unborn child as a sacrifice to the moral Jehovah. 
Before she could recover her health, Hannigan at- 
tempted to shoot Mann at her bedside, frightening 
her so that she died. A few weeks later he assas- 
sinated Mann in the street. Throughout his trial 
for murder he conducted himself as a craven. He 
allowed the plea of insanity to be entered in his 
behalf, and the jury acquitted him on that ground, 
the verdict at once restoring him to “reason.” 
While he was on trial his old father died—the mur- 
derer's third victim. At the funeral, which Hanni- 
gan was permitted to attend, he was greeted with 
cheers, which shows either that the persons cheer- 
ing did not believe him to be insane, or that they 
had no more sense than to applaud the bloody acts 
of a lunatic. , Whichever is the case, no comment 
is necessary on that point. : 

In Oneida county, this state, four young men 
are in jail for wrecking a passenger train and caus- 
ing the loss of two human lives. Their act is said 
to hav been inspired by the career of Jesse James, 
the train robber. Hannigan’s acts were inspired 
by Christian morality. The difference between the 
two inspirations, so far as results are concerned, 
is not in any degree prejudicial to the ethical sys- 
tem of Mr. James. 


The New York Morning Journal prints a sympo- 
sium ou the * Woman's Bible,” which except for 
the appreciativ contribution of Mrs. Anna H. Shaw 
would be a total condemnation of that work. Mrs. 
Shaw is the clergywoman who at the late celebration 
of Mrs. Stanton’s birthday said that the worst chain 


that had ever bound womankind was the chain of 
The other symposiasts are 


religious superstition. 
T. De Witt Talmage, Dr. Joseph H. Rylance, and 
Mrs Elizabeth Grannis, editor of a religious paper. 
Talmage says you might as well publish a shoe- 
maker’s Bible as a woman's Bible, and offers other 
remarks derogatory to the enterprise; Dr. Rylance 
characterizes the work as ridiculous, while Mrs. 
Grannis declares that it is “utterly preposterous 
' that a committee of women should presume to giv 
us a Woman's Bible.” Mrs. Grannis also says that 
“the best women everywhere are evangelical Ohris- 
tians, and these will be led to believe that the lead- 
ers of woman suffrage are what is termed Free- 
thinkers.” The calm insolence of the lady in claim- 
ing that evangelical Christian women are better than 
other women is equal to her humility in deprecat- 
ing female commentary on the scriptures. In what 
way she herself is better than Mrs. Stanton, Mrs. 
Güge, Mrs. Gardener, or any other Freethink- 
ing woman, or even those Obristian women not 
evangelical, she does not take the space to explain, 
The mother of Jesus Ohrist was not an evangelica] 


I think so too, hence the above; and 
my comment would be that it is lucky for us all 
ihat our religious friends cannot always choose our 


- The duthof of “The Wotnan Who Did," Mr. Grant 
Allen, the English novelist, has made another as- 
sault on sanctity in his new story, “British Barba- 
rians.” Mr. Allen calls Britishefs barbarians be- 
cause they hav so many customs like those of bar- 
barous tribes, and under the word “taboo” he 
compreheids the numerous religious, social, and 
political fads upheld by the English public. There 
are taboos of time, such as Sunday, with its special 
sanctimonious deportment; morning and evening, 
demanding certain changes of apparel, and so forth. 
There are taboos of place, such as private grounds 
and preserves, and the interior of churches. Then 
there ate social taboos, as, for example, the accident 
of birth or of wealth; and under this head comes 
also the marriage taboo, so that a wife is taboo to 
all men except her husband, and. unaccompanied 
young girls are taboo to young men. I am not 
very clear on the real meaning of taboo, since the 
word belongs to a language I do not understand, 
but it is taken to mean something not to be 
fooled with. This explains the title of the book. 
The story is about a young man of engaging 
exterior and of superior mental parts who wins the 
love of a young woman equally gifted. The fact 
that she is a wife and mother givs her pause for a 
time, but her scruples are finally overcome by his 
arguments and her own inclinations, and she goes 
to liv with him. The husband follows and shoots 
the man; the woman shoots herself. It is a very 
good story. If I were to criticise it, I should say 
that the lady would hav done the graceful thing if 
before leaving her husband she had notified him of 
the proposed change in her arrangements. Not 
that in this instance she left him without putting 
the house in order and setting the victuals where 
he could get hold of them without too much 
trouble, for the family was forehanded and kept a 
maid, but in many cases it is different, and a man 
would be somewhat put out if he came home and 
found his wife gone for good. In a work heralding 
a new era, such details should be provided for. At 
least a fortnight’s notice ought to be given by the 
wife, and I would not compromise with Mr. Grant 
Allen on less than ten days. Of course, I concede 
the right of the woman to take the step here dis- 
cussed, or at least I admit that I hav no business 
to mix up in the affair, which isa better way to state 
the matter of rights, I think: if you are going to 
interfere in any case, first prove your right and then 
go ahead; the rights of the other parties will then 
take care of themselvs. 

Mr. Allen calls “ British Barbarians” a “ Hill-top 
Novel,” and further explains: *I propose in future 
to add the words, ‘A Hill-top Novel,’ to each one 
of my stories which I write on my own account, 
simply and solely for the sake of embodying the 
force of my own opinion. Whenever, therefore, 
the words, ‘A Hilltop Novel,’ appear on the title- 
page of a book by me, the reader who cares for 
truth and righteousness may take it for granted 
that the book represents my own original thinking, 
good or bad.” Herein, I am afraid, Mr. Allen 
takes himself too seriously. In the first place, his 
“own opinion,” however honest, will carry no 
weight except with those who hav learned to lean 
upon him, and these maynotbe many. What the ra- 
tional person relies upon is the strength of argument 
and the reasonableness of precept, which are inde- 
pendent of their author. In thé second place, there 
is no “original thinking” in “The Woman Who 
Did” or in * British Barbarians.” Only the form 
is original with Mr. Allen; the thoughts hav been 
familiar to reformers for twenty years, to my own 
knowledge, and the testimony of others leads me to 
say double that.length of time. There is a man in 
the United States penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kan., for printing these thoughts. A few years 
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ago & young mai and woman went to jail in the 
same state for embodying them in conduct. Mr. 
Allen, therefore, claims too much when he takes as 
his own anything more than the stories he writes.- 
As for his object in putting his ideas in novel form, 
namely, to bring them before the novel-reading 
youth and girl, Í hope he will accomplish it, though 
Í hav doubts. 
will skip the edifying parts of his story and will 
nof distinguish between the exalted morality of his 
characters and the turpitude of those made familiar 


The novel-reading youth and girl 


to them in the ordinary sensational novel. Few ex: 


cept such as hav anticipated Mr. Allen in thought 
Will see what he is driving at, and they will read 
him for recreation as other novel-reading persons 
read other novels. 


Gro. E. Macpowaup. 


Our Missionary Work. 

Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self: Contradictions of 
the Bible should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand im hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
**Self-Oontradietions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self Contradictions " as well as the “ Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

Tur Trors Srzxer’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 


dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 


poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 


Tua First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 


Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 


larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 

Tu Omaha (Neb.) Philosophical Society meets every 
Sunday at 2.80 r.m., in Washington Hall, 18th and Har- 
ney streets. Questions pertaining to theology, Free- 
thought, and science freely discussed. All are welcome. 


Tue Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o'clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M 
P. McLeod, secretary. 218 So. Eighth st, Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 a.m, 
to 10 ?.w.; dues, 15 cents per month. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday even- 


ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 

York, at 8 o'clock. Program for November: 

Nov. 29—‘‘ The Authoritv aud Necessity of Faith." Rev, 
E. J. O. Millington, Thaddeus B. Wakeman. 


On November 11th the Vancouver Secular Union gave 


a very successful anniversary entertainment in Sons of 
Veterans’ Hall in commemoration of the admission of 
Washington into the Union as a state. The program 
consisted of essays, recitations, and songs, concluding 
with a dance. . 


S. P. Pornam’s lecture engagements: 
Dec. 1st....... Nashua, N. H. Dac. 22d...... Cincinnati, O. 
Des. 6th, Manhattan Lib- Dec. 296b, Farmdale and 
eral Club, New York. vicinity. 
Deo. 15th, .....Oolambus, O. Jan. 5th......... Ohicago, Ill. 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Business 


College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs. 


avenues. Sunday. Dec. 1st.—‘‘Why Are the Many 
Poor?” William Hanson. l 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 


in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program: 


for December: 
Dec. 1st—‘‘ Ohio’s Pernicious System of Taxation." Mr. 
H. P. Boyden 


Deo. 8th—** Is the Pulpit Losing its Power?" Mr, E. C. 
Wilmot. 
Dec. 15th—'*The Cuban Republic.” Attorney A. A, 


rown. 
Dec. 22d —'* Americanism and Catholicism." Samuel P. 
Putnam 


Dec. 29th—'* The New Woman.” Mrs. Louise Mann- 


heimer. 


Iugersol's new lecture, ‘The Foundations of: 


Faith,” is for sale at the low price of twenty-five 
cents. Same style as his other recently issued 
pamphlets. 
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Toettera of Friends. 


A Change of Address. 
Sanissury Pont, Mass., Nov. 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I send you to-day $2, which 
you will please place to my oredit. 

I would regard it as a favor if you would 
say in Tux TRUTH SEEKER that I shall 
probably remain at Salisbury Point during 
the winter, and that if there are any Lib- 
erals here or about I would like to hav 
them call on me or communicate with me 
that we may join hands and praise God in 
spirit and in truth. JoHN PEOK. 


Why Still Further Reduces Receipts ? 
Oxrorp, N. S., Nov. 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed herewith please 
find $3.35 to renew my subscription to 
Tse TRUTH SEEKER and for pamphlets. I 
notice that attempts are being made by 
Postmaster-General Caron to exclude the 
paper from the Dominion, but trust that 
such rulings will be overridden. I see 
by your quotations from Christian papers 
that some.of them say that the postal busi- 
ness of this country does not pay. I would 
like to know the reason why, if such is the 
case, the mails should be allowed to carry 
only such matter as the Christian majority 
of the country shall say is good, in defiance 
of the minority, whose judgment is prob- 
ably as good, or better than theirs. Fur- 
thermore, I do not think that the character 

. of the postmaster-general of Canada will 

stand strict investigation in recent govern- 
mentscandals. Wishing you success, 

Iam, yours truly, E. H. Scavrman. 


Wants His Favorit Pabulum. 
DaruvARDSVILLE, Tex., Nov. 4, 1895. 

Mz. Eprtor: I am a little late in sending 
in my subscription, but I hope you will 
pardon me when you hear that I hav held 
back a few days with the hope and expec- 
tation of sending you $4 for books with 
which to do missionary work in my vicin- 
ity among my honest but ignorant and 
superstitious neighbors. But having failed 
up to this date, and fearing you might cut 
off my suoply of pabulum, which is so 
congenial to my taste, I decided I had bet- 
ter send on what I had and trust to luck 
and hard work for the remainder. So in- 
closed you will find $8 for subscription to 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and $1 for books— 
“Age of Reason,” ** Bible Contradictions,” 
** Crimes of Preachers ” ** Church Prop- 
erty,” and ** All About the Holy Bible.” 
I will send you the address of a few of my 
neighbors who are Liberally inclined. 

Yonr friend and well-wisher, 
L. H. Lorrr. 
They Wovld if They Conld, 
Porttanp, Mer., Nov. 17, 1895. 

Mr. Eptror: I must hav vour book on 
** Design Fallacies;” ** Was Jesus Insane?” 
“Was Christ Crucified?” ‘* Personal Ex- 
istence After Death Improbable,” and 
** Tbe Father, Son. and Holy Ghost.” 

I am sorry that they stopped Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER from going through the mails in 
Canada. I lived two years in Montreal 
and know that the Catholics and Protest- 
ants are right at the point of war on re- 
ligion. That is where I first read ‘‘ Maria 
Monk,” and I found out that the nun- 
nery where that happened was torn down 
and a new one built up near Mount Royal. 
Montreal is called one of the cities of 
churches, Notre Dame Catholic church be- 
ing the largest in America. In Montreal, 
while I was studying the Bible, I became 
an Infidel or Freethinker. I hope the 
Christians here hav not the power to 
stop Toe Trura Sezer from going 
through the mails. I think it is the 
best paper I hav ever read in regard to 
freedom of thought. The Constitution 
seems to intend that everybody shall 
hav equal rights. Harry Snaw. 


The Pastor Did Not Answer. 
: New York, Nov. 11, 1895. 

Mz. Eprror: In Colonel Ingersoll's lect- 
ure on ‘‘The Foundations of Faith” at 
the Star Theater last evening, he refers 
chemically to the theory of bodily resur- 
rection, and says, in substance: A person 
dies and is buried. The material of his 
body serves to fertilize the soil and makes 
the grass grow. An ox eats the grass and 
takes the human atoms into his body, 


which are converted into beef. Some man | Thonghts on Thanksgiving — Dedicated 


eats the beef and the other man's chemi- 
eal atoms are worked over into the second 
man's body, who dies and is buried. Now, 
Ingersoll asks the pointed question, At the 
time of the resurrection which of the two 
will be entitled to the atoms that belong 
equally to both? It will be noticed this 
question ignores any possible claim of the 
ox to the atoms. 

This reminds me of when I was a Sun- 
day-school learner in Oswego, N. Y., 
where I was attending a state normal 
school, and at that time believed it was 
my duty to go to Sunday-school. The 
various churches of the city sought to 
maintain Sunday-school classes composed 
of the normal students. Being trained to 
the Methodist persuasion in my youth— 
though never baptized nor united with the 
church, which was due to my heretical 
instinct and because there were certain 
theological conundrums which the clergy- 
men, Sunday-school teachers, nor my per- 
sonal friends were able to elucidate to my 
youthful satisfaction—I naturally inclined 
my steps to a Methodist Sunday-school, al- 
though among the normal students in Os- 
wego it was generally understood to be in 
accordance with the best policy, hearing 
in mind the advantages of graduating, to 
attend one Presbyterian church, its Sun- 
day-school and prayer meetings, because 
the principal of the school, Dr. E. A. Shel- 
don, and other members of the faculty, 
attended that Presbyterian church. 

The pastor of the Methodist church 
where I attended Sunday-school—though 
I must now admit it was & sort of bore to 
attend—was the Rev. Mr. Darling, D.D. 
One Sunday in class he was expounding 
and elucidating the lesson and diagnosing 
the fine points of spiritual ills and diffi- 
eulties, with the skill, knowledge, and in- 
spiration which only doctors of divinity 
can command. In some connection the 
doctor touched upon the subject of the 
resurrection. Of course, in Sunday- 
echools, the young chicks, being learners, 
are granted the privilege of asking ques- 
tions, trusting to the sound discretion of the 
chick to ask only such questions asconform 
to theological propriety. However, I had 
studied chemistry a little and knew some- 
thing about atoms, compounds, and chem- 
ical disintegration. Consciously becom- 
ing a triflo bold for a heavenward-bound 
pilgrim, and in the spirit of experiment- 
ing analytically with the mental propor- 
tions of a doctor of divinity, I asked so all 
the class heard if he really thought that 
at the resurrection the exact chemical 
atoms would assemble again and reunite 
into the same body inthe same manner and 
form, long after the body had been decom- 
posed and the chemical elements had been 
disseminated through and upon the earth 
by the action of water trickling through 
the soil. The doctor struck a posture and 
looked stunned at my youthful impudence. 
It was clear he thought I was in à bad way 
io become a good Methodist. I actually 
pitied him, as, not wishing to put him into 
8 corner, I saw that I had ruthlessly pro- 
pounded a question about a dogma upon 
which, together with others of like import, 
the doctor depended for his livelihood, 
The members of the class gasped speech- 
lessly to think I would dare chill the at- 
mosphere of that house of God by inti- 
mating a well-founded doubt regarding a 
fundamental Christian tenet. 

My analytical experiment with the 
learned doctor’s mental equilibrium de- 
monstrated to me in the twinkling of an 
eye that if I wished to be regarded as a 
desirable Sunday-school pupil, I must not 
make another such bresk and even this 
break alone might prove ‘fatal to my cor- 
dial retention in the class. However, 
being possessed of a stronger instinct for 
truth, free speech, and investigation, than 
for dogma and guesses, I was conscious 
that if popular Sanday-school sentiment 
in this generation would not uphold me in 
such a bold advance, the instinctiv honesty 
in man, a few hundred generations from 
then, or sooner, would sustain the propri- 
ety of the question raised. 

The reverend doctor did not answer the 
pilgrim learner. He merely grunted, and 
had the class remained continuously in 
session to this day, I do believe he would 
hav ventured an intelligible reply. 

L. D. Came, 


; to President Cleveland. 

Mr. Eprror: Is it to be expected that 
the poor—those who hav had to struggle 
with misfortune, want, and disease; who 
know and hav known nothing but toil and 
poverty all their lives—can such as these 
feel likè joining in Thanksgiving, in view 
of the ills that hav afflicted them all 
through life, and of the adverse ciroum- 
stances over which they hav no control, 
and hav struggled in vain to overcome, 
that hav beset them? And those of the 
middle class and walks in life, who hav by 
hard labor accumulated just a little to make 
them comfortable—to whom are they in- 
debted? Was it not their own exertions 
that hav produced and given them that 
which they possess? 

Now, the third class of human beings, 
the rich and very rich, who invent schemes 
to plunder their fellow-man; who hav 
laws enacted to favor their purposes of 
fraud and speculation, getting acts of in- 
corporation under which they shield their 
actions; your corn and flour exchanges 
that put down the price of grain at harvest 
time and put up the price of bread to the 
poor; the acts of incorporation granted 
to railroads, trusts, insurance companies, 
banks, savings institutions, bogus mining 
companies, and the rest—this class of peo- 
ple hav a complete monopoly over their 
fellows, through legalized swindles and 
permitted robberies; and whom will they 
thank but themselvs? 

They contribute to the churches and to 
the Young Men's Christian Associations 
a few thousand dollars, while at the same 
time defrauding their fellow human beings 
of millions. These people who get their 
money by defrauding under the cover of 
law go to the Christian churches on 
Thanksgiving days to giv thanks. Is it 
not alla sham, when their founder's and 
pattern's instructions to such 8s these — the 
rich—were to sell all they had and distrib- 
ute it to the poor? But the query arises, 
Does the human race owe any service or 
thanka to gods, devils, or any other pow- 
ers, seeing that we are brought forth naked 
in the world. with air only to breathe (and 
that frequently very malarious), without 
any will of our own, subjeot to.all the ad- 
verse climatic changes, which we hav to 
overcome the best we can? In fact, the 
reasoning mind sees clearly and distinctly 
that all we hav, and all we enjoy, is the 
result and product of our own exertions— 
whether for good or evil. Yet we are 
always in conflict with the laws of universal 
nature, and we must be on the alert to 
avoid storms and tempests, cyclones and 
other terrible forces in nature; we 
are subject to drouth and excessiv rains, 
and to disease and death in every form, 
all of which can be obviated only in a de- 
gree by constant care and watchfulness. 
In view of all this, does the human race 
own any part’cular thanks or oblations to 
any being or to any power that has placed 
them here in this world under all the ad- 
verse conditions and circumstances under 
which they exist? Ratner is it not the 
duty, and should not the obligation rest on 
that being or power, that placed them here, 
to take charge of them? 

Seeing, therefore, that our entire de- 
pendence must be upon ourselvs, let us be 
wise and institute only such government 
as will conduce to our own happiness and 
comfort and that of the race. The offer- 
ings of Thanksgiving are vain oblations 
only equaled in the dark and superstitious 
ages by the offering of ‘‘ she-goats and the 
fat of rams.” Besides, our government is a 
secular government (not a theocracy), a 
government ''by the people, for the 
people.” 

When will the human race cast off this 
superstition of rendering thanks that are 
disregarded alike by high heaven.and hu- 
man reason, and become wise and learn 
and teach how best to promote its own 
happiness in this world? And is it possible 
for the hundreds of thousands in any con- 
dition of life, who hav had their property 
destroyed by floods, cyclones, tidal waves, 
earthquakes, fire, or any other of the de- 
structiv forces in nature, and the lives of 
fathers, mothers, husbands, brothers, 
wives, and children taken by these fearful 
calamities, to join in rendering thanks to 
any power? It is unnatural to thank the 
hand or the power that smites us, and no 
good being would require it. 


And those who hav been fortunate, and 
profess to be Christians, let them comply 
with the conditions that the Christians’ 
law imposes, as given by its founder and 
pattern, **Giv to them that ask, and lend, 
hoping for nothing in return." ‘‘ Let them 
sell all they hav and giv to the poor;” in 
other words, giv to their less fortunate 
neighbors and follow him in poverty, 
** The foxes hav holes, the birds of the air 
hav nests, but the son of man hath not 
where to lay his head.” We ask, then, 
who are Christians? We hav none, only 
in name, and thanksgivings avail nothing. 
Giving thanks changes no Jaw of nature. 
It offers no consolation or help to the 
afflicted. The innumerable ills that afflict 
the race remain, and will remain until man 
givs more attention to the wants of his 
feiowmen and less to the gods—and on 
this the hopes of the race must rest. 

E. LivzzzY. 


About **Life-Entity?? and the Rest. 
AKRON, Onto, Nov. 10, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrozk: Mr. Severance so mis- 
quotes what I write on the subject of 
Spiritualism that it is hardly worth my 
time to answer hin, for it is the best ascer- 
tained faot that the readers of. THa TRUTH 
SEEKER want, and a quibble of words to 
keep up an argument is unnecessary. 

I well know that immortality at this 
time cannot be proven by science, for Mr. 
Severance says science does not deal with 
** metaphysical” things, and as an immor- 
tal spirit cannot be handled with pincers 
made of iron, of course science is but 
a '*dead-head " in such investigation. 
However, there are those who hav more 
than the usual five senses, so that man, in 
a Spiritual form, is visible to them, even 
though Mr. Severance and myself are 
blind in that direction. A microscopio lens 
often discovers things that the human 
optic, unaided, could not see. It is plainly 
visible, without a glass, that what Mr. 
Severance knows he learns from books 
edited by others, and seeks not the new 
fields of discovery for himself. If this 
was not the case he would not so misstate, 
to mislead others, the language I use. 

A simple belief or an opinion proves 
nothing. And while both Mr. Severance 
and myself may accept the theories of evo- 
lution, it does not prove evolution to be a 
fact, or that it has been accepted by sci- 
ence, for science teaches no such thing; 
neither does it teach that our universe was 
created six thousand years ago by Jeho- 
vab, the Jewish God, for Babylonia was a 
populous country anterior to that time. 
Evolution has nothing whatever to do with 
the proof or evidence of immortality. Yet 
if' man has evolved, by progression, 
from some lower order of life, it cer- 
tainly goes to show a progressiv nature, 
and it would be nothing strange that pro- 
gression should continue throughout all 
eternity. If man was first created as 


Genesis teaches, we must believe, as the 


story continues to teach, that he is immor- 
tal, even though all other life may end at 
the death of the physical body. Spiritual- 
ism teaches nothing of man’s pre-natal 
life, but only of a life beyond the grave, 
and that from demonstrated facts as 
gleaned from nature, through her occult 
forces and laws that we now so little un- 
derstand. Science fails to teach us of 
many things we wish to know; and should 
I read all the works on physiology, psy- 
chology, anatomy, ets., and study well my 
encyclopedia from beginning to end, I 
should not learn that the brain, any more 
than the heart or great toe, could create 
itself or man; neither can it create or 
originate one single thought, unaided by 
entity-life, electrical energy, mind, soul, 
or eternal, vital, or what you please to call 
it, that makes organic life superior to in- 
organie or dead matter which produces 
nothing. The brain is no more the seat of 
life than the heart; each has its functions 
io perform, and a less injury to the heart 
will produce death than to the brain, The 
brain, while being the sensitiv organ of 
animal life, in which is centered the nerves 
of the whole system, the home of the 
mind or soul, is no more a vital organ 
than the heart, and has less functions to 
perform. While we sleep, the heart and 
lungs are at work, automatically, and do 
their part as much as the brain. 

We know nothing more of the origin 
of man than we do of his destiny; we first 
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locate him in. possibly, a cell or in a pro- 
tovlasmic state; and, in a wav, we trace 
him to birth; to old age and death; thence 
he fades from the view of mortal senses 
into ethereal or sublimate matter, that our 
five senses cannot recognize. I ask in the 
name of reason, is it any more mvsterious 
to think that life has a continuity after the 
death of the physical body than & pre-natal 
life in the meshes of natural forces before 
conceived in the womb of her who bore 
him? Our ignorance alone makes it a 
mvstery, like nearly all that nature does, 

Science is but the storehouse wherein 
we deposit our rich and well-earned invest- 
ments after long years of toiling in the 
broad fields of discovery, which at first 
looks dark and dismal to our view, but 
often prove but the opening of some new 
field to bring to us jov and glad tidings. 

Science has shown Jehovah to be a mytb, 
and, like the legends of William Tell and 
Santa Claus, his fable has had its day and 
rule, and must giv way to truth as gleaned 
from the pages of nature’s great book. I 
will repeat what I hav heretofore written, 
for the benefit of those whom Mr. Sever- 
ance would mislead. 

In my letter to THE Trora SEEKWR of 
Oct. 12th I said that ‘‘ we hav * proof posi- 
tiv’ of the continuity of man in an immor- 
tal state after passing from earth, unless 
it can be shown that the many phases of 
phenomena attributed to spirit power 
really come bv the agency of some other 
occult power." e 

In answer to this Mr. Severance under- 
takes to tell what science has already 
learned about spirit phenomena, telling us 
that ‘‘all philosophy and science end when 
they get to disembodied spirits.” In the 
name of good sense, what other occult 
agency does he refer to that givs us the 
phenomena of Spiritualism? He carries 
the idea that hypnotism, thought trans- 
ference (neither of which was recognized 
by science a few years ago), illusion of the 
senses, etc., causes the phenomena, but 
none of. these is an occult (unknown) force. 
The first two are now partially known and 
understood and no longer classed as occult. 

Science is continually adding to her 
knowledge the discovery of new forces, 
new properties in the elements, new phe- 
nomena of observation, and new channels 
of communication with the great chemical 
laws of nature’s resources; her laboratory 
of mystery is being opened up to the un- 
derstanding of man; and, with all this, we 
hav the best of reasons for believing, if not 
for positivly knowing that man livs beyond 
the grave. 

I hav expended both time and money to 
disprove spirit-return, and from a con- 
firmed Materialist I am now a believer in 
the immortality of all life entity as much 
as in the immortality of matter, both of 
which change forms and features by natu- 
ral law. 

I believe (which proves nothing) that 
man is being created, or produced, from 
the vital elements of life, like all other 
animate creatures, by the unity of sex 
functions that produces an individual life, 
built up from the warp and woof of physi- 
cal elements or matter creating organic 
life from inorganic matter by the aid of 
life-energy that we cannot understand. 

Physical man, efter death, has identi- 
Cally the same organs as before death, yet 
has, perhaps, instantaneously been con- 
verted from an animate being to an inani- 
mate. Why the change? Simply because 
the man of individuality, he who repre- 
sented the physical form. by which the 
physical optics of vision could see him, 
has vaeated the house or shell that could 
nolonger answer his purpose and must, 
by necessity, evolute, progress, of pass on 
to another stage of existence. I could not 
accept of such belief were it not for the 
many demonstrations of proof that hav 
fully convinced me that the real man does 
not die, A, D. Swan. 


The Political Polyptone. 


Dousvqusz, Kan., Oct. 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprtor: I would like to call the at- 
tention of the publie, through the medium 
of Tam Truta SEEKER, to the need of a 
political barometer with which to measure 
the sentiment of the people on any given 
issue, at any election in any state or local- 
ity. I hav reasons to believe that com- 
parativly very few reading, intelligent vo- 
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ters are in favor of everv plank in any one 
party vlatform and objsot to all the planks 
in all the other party platforms. l 

To compel a man, if he votes, to snb- 
scribe to a lot of ent-and-dried planks of 
one platform in a job-lot without the priv- 
ilegze of choosing what he wants from all 
the platforms ia ridiculous, to sav the least. 
Tn order to vidicate a principle, or to make 
his wishes known on a few issues, he mriat 
indorse many that hé does not want, that 
are directly against his best interest and 
judgment, and he is counted azainst other 
platforms that contain planks whieh he 
likes. 

In order to illustrate the injustice done 
the voter, the party, and the officer, and 
the misunderstanding liable to arise be- 
tween them by the present method of rep- 


; resentation, I will offer my own experience 


88 an example. 


Being raised in a Republican section by 
a Republican father were as good reasons, 
you will admit, for me being a Republican 
as a majority of the ‘‘ vulgar masses ” hav 
for belonging to either of the parties. 

As a matter of course I imbibed Repub- 
liean principles, chief among which was 
the high tariff policy. ` 

When I became of age I took Mr. Gree- 
ley’s advice and came West to grow up 
with the country and located on a claim 
in central Kansas. - 

Being as poor as the renowned church 
mouse, I was obliged to liv in a sod house 
or dugout for years, part of the time with- 
out a board in the roof or fioor. 

With lumber held at an exorbitant price, 
and nota tree in sight, or ever likely to 
be, from which could be manufactured a 
foot of lumber, the high tariff on that item 
began to lose its charm for me. 

When the Kansas blizzards began to 
make me shiver so my teeth rattled, pro- 
tected as I was only by cotton clothing, 
and not a sheep or a pound of wool for 
sale in the county, a high tariff on wool 
or its manufactured products did not seem 
to be consistent with my best interest or 
comfort, 

In the course of time I married and be- 
gan raising n family, as most ll do who be- 
lieve in **home production.” When my 
children cried for sugar, cake, or candy, I 
explained to them that the price of sugar 
was 80 high I could not afford to buy it for 
them, and then went to the polls and vo- 
ted for the party that believed in proteot- 
ing my children from the pleasure of 
sweets so dear to every child. So it grad- 
ually dawned upon me that it was not to 


my financial interest that everything T 


bonght or wanted should be high priced, 
while that which I had to sell should be 
cheap. The price on my principal product 
—wheat— was, and for generations to come 
will be, regulated by a free trade market 
iu fair competition with the rest of the 
world. The tariff on it is a dead letter 
and only intended to placate the guileless 
farmer, and I recommend that it be placed 


on the wind, if it can be done successfully, : 


to keep the Mexican and Canadian prod- 
ucts out. I became a thorough free 
trader, i 

I could not even see clearly how high 
tariff could hav benefited my father, living 
where he was, in northern Missouri. How 
was I to make known my ‘‘change of 
heart” to the party? For each voter to 
write to his state and national representa- 
tivs explaining how he stands, and how he 
wishes them to vote on each question, is 
impractical. I did not wish to leave the 
party I was raised in. I liked most of its 
platform, but could not be reconciled to 
the high tariff plank. 

My representativs continued voting and 
working for higher tariff, honestly believ- 
ing they were representing me and carry- 
ing out my wishes as expressed by voting 
for a party whose chief battlecry was high 


.| tariff. 


What was I to do? I could not bea 
Democrat, for my interest in their national 


.| policy of lower tariff was more than bal- 


anced by my objection to their state and 
local policy. I could not indorse one with- 
out indorsing the other. My interest in 
national affairs had to be sacrificed for my 
local interest. : 


Was I to forego my right of franchise by. 


being unable to express my wish intelli- 
gently to either party in the field? T tried 
it once more. I cast my vote that counted 


one in the phenomenal majority of 82 000 
Kannas rolled up for the G. O P. 

. Y believed it to he the Antv of tha party 
to take uv new issues. inaneurate reforms, 
or modify their old noli^iea to suit changed 
conditions, or the changed sentiment of 
the majority, if such was the case. 

I believed my revresentativs, at least, 
conld see clearly what was best for me 
and work for my interest no matter what 
planks were in the party platform. 

It seamed clear to me that what was best 
for me was also best for a large majority 
of the citizens of this congressional dis- 
trict, and of the state for that matter, as 
they consume the same class of commodi- 
ties that I do, and, being engaged in the 
same industry. hav the same clasa of orod- 
ucts to sell. What was the result? Why, 
the party, and even my representativs, 
misinterpreted my vote. But how were 
they to know what planks T liked from 
those I disliked? They supposed I was 
“stuck” on all of them, and the high tariff 
in particular. The party organs roared 
themselvs hoarse in eulogizing. the intelli- 
gence of the farmer who could see so 
clearly that high tariff was to his best in- 
terest. Then I gave up in despair and de- 
cided to not go to the polls any more, as I 
could not vote either for or against any- 
thing. 

To cap the climax, and add insult to in- 
jury, a stumper came around telling a 
campaign lie—no story —to the eftect that 
he had had a vision in which he was trane- 
ported to the lower regions, commonly 
called hell. A guide showed him around 
through the different apartments. Coming 
to one, over the eutràno^ to which were 
the words ** drying room," upon entering 
he saw a great number of men hanging on 
hooks. In answer to his inquiry what it 
all meant, the guide informed him that 
they were Kausas farmers who voted for 
hich tariff, and that they were too green to 
burn and had to be dried out first. 

A few enterprising politicians caucht on 
to the racket and organized another party 
in which to corral the **soreheads" from 
the other rarties, I fell in line. There 
were planks enough in their p'atform to 
enable almost anybody to be pleased with 
some one of them. I liked some of them, 
while others were directly contrary to my 


ideas of good policy, justice, and practica- 


bility.: I was obliged to swallow the whole 
mess—no way of separating them— whole 
hog or none. I believed and hoped that 
the objectionable planks would not, or 
could not, be enacted into law. > 

Y had the pleasure, then, of reading a 
diff»rent set of enlogies. Tt was **Anareh- 
ism!” ** Communism!!" ** Paternalism!!!’ 
And tha devil only knows what issues were 
not charged to the poor innocent **hay-: 
seeds?" of Kansas. It was declared that we 
were incavab’e of salf-govarnment; that we 
did not know what we wanted; that we 
voted for high tariff one election, low tariff 
the next election, and for both, and most 
evervthing else, the next election. ' 

Onr creditors in the East wanted us 
placed in the hands of a receiver, but no- 
body would assume the responsibility of 
taking charge of us. 

Now, the fact is, it is not so much the 
lack of intelligence on the part of the voter 
as it is the fault of the present method of 
expressing it at the vols. I do not enjoy 
having uncomplimentary epithets hurled 
at me by psople who misconstrue my vote, 
whether done through ignorance or other- 
wise. I hav about concluded to renounce 
my right of franchise, and boycott all the 
parties, and just let them go to the dogs if 
T am not to be provided with some method 
of expressing my desires at the polls in a 
manner more consistent with the intelli- 
gence of an American citizen. So there 


now. W. H. Kure. 
[TO BE CONCLUDED. ] 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 

, This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whaoks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on the. world, showing 
what Ohristians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentio, and that Gu. .stianity is & bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in agcord with Solence, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notarealbenefitioman. a i 

Price. 20 cents. six for $1, = == 
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Na Bazinning; or, the Fantanuantal 
Fallacy " is a acm 0n-sanse exo^sition of 
the error in the reagonine upon which is 
based the balief in a craation or first cause 
of things. By William H. Maple Asa 
moetaphysical exogaorig it ig powerful, and 
in its argument to fraa mankind from su- 
verstitious fears it will prove a godsend 
to many who would shaka off the frightful 
nightmare bv enabling them to understand 
the real causes of events in nature.— 
Weekly Journalist, Boston, 

Mr. Map!es's book [**No Beginning ”] 
is one of whose publications to be glad. 
It places certain truths vowarfully before 
the reader’s thought and it keeps so con- 
eontratedly to the point and expresses its- 
elf so clearly aud directly as to constitute 
as champion of reason, one of the very 
strongest essays we hav ever read.— Bos- 
ton Ideas. 
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Commission Merchants. 


Fruits : Vegetables 


‘Apples, Eggs, ‘ 
Cranberries, Cheese. 
Potatoes, i 
Butter, 


e 
Fruits, eto; 


Promptness our main object. Correspondence 
; solicited. Car lots a specialty. 


We fill Orders for All Kinds of Produce. 
141 So. Water St., Chicago. 
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@hildren’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
en the night a beginning o lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occu ; 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


——————À 


The Turkey's Soliloquy. 


When dreary day was nearly spent, 
And careless Winds the saplings bent, 
` A gobbler, sitting on a fence, 
Mused o'er his sad experience. 
While tears rolled down his narrow cheek, 
And lost themselvs in tiny creek. 
He dreamed awhile, then muttering low, 
Compared the Now and Long Ago? 


In ages gone it was unknown 
To prophet-priest in Eastern home, 
That westward far a continent, 
To balance that of Orient, 
Lay quite beyond the setting sun. 
Where it is day when theirs is done: 
A hemisphere of marvels rare, 
By nature formed with equal care; 
Its life aud Jove as superfine 
As any koown in Palestine; 
Its prairies broad and si;very glens 
Gave food avd nests for turkey-hens, 
And right we had to rest or roam, 
To go abroad or stay at home. 

We mourn the past when we were free, 
Fowls domestic we grieve to be; 
My hens confined in narrow ccop, 
Ofttimes so low they Lav to stoop. 
For hither came the strangest race 
Of man with long and pallid face; 
Immortal he, and mortal we, 
He argues, but we disagree. 
He knew us not when first be came, 
Had ne’er before seen bird the same. 
To taste our flesh he shot us down, 
And roasted us till we were brown! 
We oft could dodge tbe Indian arrow, 
But Christian shot miss not the marrow, 
He captures all our little ones, 
And fattens them till autumn comes, 
That they may die to fatten him 
Who prates so much of Sunday sin. 
Thanksgiving-time is worst of all; 
Oh, how we dread his stealthy call! 
He'll thank the sky for daily bread, 
Then with an ax chop off our head. 
O grief to see amid the stores, 
Such woful sight—my loved one's bones! 
And plumage Which they proudly bore, 
Used now to wipe his dirty floor! 


I too shall bleed next Christmas eve, 
And hav short time to mourn and grieve. 
Immortal prove the man to be! 
Then hope I for mortality. 
It may be that, in some age hence, 
The man shall sit upon a fence, 
And mourn his loss of liberty— 
Lost through Pious stupidity. 

L. G. REED. 


A Woman Speaks. 


Dear Miss Wixon: Apropos of the dis- 
cussion in the Children's Corner of Tur 
Terors SEEKER about snakes, prairie dogs, 
and owls, all living in the same holes, my 
husband, who has lived in this country 
since the close of the war, and who has 
crossed the plains several times, says they 
do livin the same holes, but not as a happy 
family by any means. 

The dogs make the holes for their homes, 
as it ig their nature todo. Then the snakes, 
being larger and stronger animals, enter 
the holes and make their homes with the 
prairie dogs on which they prey, as do the 
owls. The owls hav to watch out for the 
snakes, and the dogs for both. The dogs 
would not stand much show but for the 
fact that snakes hav no means of tearing 
their food and must swallow it whole, and 
a snake cannot swallow a fullgrown prairie 
dog, but they get the little ones. Again, 
a snake cannot strike unless it can coil, 
which it cannot very well do in the limits 
of & dog burrow. In the dog towns the 
ground, underneath the surface, is honey- 
combed with miles of passages, and every 
hole has many outlets so the grown dogs 
can escape. Think what would happen if 
animals, which breed as fast as they do, 
had not many natural enemies to keep 
them down. They begin to breed ata 
year old, and hav from four to six ata 
litter. Ido not know whether they breed 
more than once a year or not. Here, in 
the mountains, their natural enemies are 
hawks, owls, eagles, coyotes, badgers, and 
ferrets, though the last are not common. 
Down on the plains the prairie dogs are 
` much larger than here, and, in addition to 
the natural enemies here that I hav enu- 
‘merated, there is a species of small fox, 
called a **swift," which is very destruotiv. 
You might think, with all those enemies, 
they would soon become extinct, but not 
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so. They breed so fast that unless the 
farmer takes aotiv measures also, his 
chances of a orop are very small Our 
method here is to soak wheat in water in 
which strychnine has been dissolved, and 
put a spoonful of the poisoned wheat at 
the mouth of the hole, or take bisulphide 
of carbonate, put a spoonful on some cot- 
ton, or something else, and put it down 
the hole and cover it up, when it suftocates 
all that may be in the hole. 

A few years ago a law was passed in 
Wyoming giving a bounty of five cents on 
each prairie dog scalp delivered to the 
county clerks. The law ran two years and 
in that time the state paid out more than 
one hundred thousand dollars. The next 
legislature made haste to repeal the law, 
but the man who introduced the bill will 
go to his grave as ‘‘ Gopher Johnnie." 

I hope I hav not been too prolix, and 
that it may be interesting to the readers of 
the Corner, and, in conclusion, will say to 
our friends, don’t be scrimonious over 
such little things, and remember that ani- 
mals hav different habits in different local- 
ities. Frorenor B. Jones. 

Saratoga, Wyo., Nov. 3, 1895. 


Thanksgiving in Revolutionary Days. 

Many funny stories are told of the early 
Thanksgiving days. The town of Col- 
chester, for instance, calmly ignored the 
day appointed by the governor and held 
its own Thanksgiving a week later, when 
the sloop from New York, bringing a hogs- 
head of molasses for pies, had arrived. In 
Revoluntionary times Thanksgiving was 
not forgotten. The Council of Massachu- 
setts recommended that November 16, 
1776, be set aside for ‘‘ acknowledgments 
for mercies enjoyed.” In the next year 
Samuel Adams recommended a form of 
Thanksgiving proclamation to the Conti- 
nental Congress. During the War of In- 
dependence Congress appointed eight days 
of Thanksgiving. They fell in April, May, 
July, and December. The appointments 
were made in the form of recommenda- 
tions to the heads of the various state gov- 
ernments. With one exception Congress 
suspended business on the days appointed, 
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He Has a Big Heart. 


Isn't this a pretty story about a dear 
little fellow, whose name is Herbert, who 
livs down south in Dixie, and who is only 
four years old? His baby brother's death 
had made his mother very sad and very 
lonely. One day Herbert came upon her 
suddenly, seated in the window, where she 
thought no one would see the tears she 
was striving to hide. But Herbert’s big 
black eyes saw. He ran to her and threw 
one plump arm about her, calling to his 
elder brother: ‘‘Arthur, you'd better come 
and put your arm around mamma on the 
other side. She’s orying.”—New York 
Times. 


Correspondence. 


ARMSTRONG CREEK, Wis., Oct. 14, 295. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow, Dear Fr:end:- 
Some say everything that is, is right, 
though I never could see it in that way. 
Now, Miss Wixon, I hav another hobby, or 
idea. Though it may seem foolish to you, 
I can’t help it until some one can show me 
where it is wrong. My idea is simply this, 
to amend the Constitution so as to abolish 
Congress and establish a home govern- 
ment, so that the toiling millions of men 
and women can vote in their own town 
directly for all laws that directly concern 
them. Elections twice a year, or as often 
as needed. Now, the fact is that the 
interests of the working olass are not 
fairly represented under the present sys- 
tem, and that reforms in all governments 
are largely experimental, and more a ques- 
tion of honesty than of great statesman- 
ship, and sucha system would undoubt- 
edly create among laborers an inducement 
to co-operate and try to study their condi- 
tions and wants. At the present time only 
one-half of the working people are allowed 
to vote, and I believe one-half that do vote 
hav a very vague ides of what they are do- 
ing, whether it is for their interest, for the 
millionaire's, or for naught. Of course, if 
we could all liv up to the rules in your 
book on ‘‘ Right Living," we would hardly 
need a government, and, right here, I want 
to thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for having written that book. lt is the 
grandest book I ever read, and I feel that 
Iam paid a great many times over for 
reading it, and I want to say, I think you 
are doing the noblest work that woman 
ever did by being honest with children, 
and teaching them how to liv without be- 
ing cowards or hypoorits For the past 


few years I hav been trying to study hu- 
man nature, and I hav come to the conolu- 
sion that when we get a person's honest 
ideas of a God, we hav a pretty good index 
to his general character. There are not 
many free people in thia locality; they de- 
clare that God rules the world snd all 
there is in it. and when I lend them Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, or ‘Right Living,” ‘‘Four 


| Hundred Years of Freethought,” or any 


good book on Freethorght, they will, per- 
haps, read a page or chapter snd lay it 
aside for a novel, or any light literature, 
which they seem to enjoy with greater sat- 
isfaction. I hav a book on natural history 
called the '*Living World," by J. W. 
Buel, in which the author holds that the 
Genesis account of creation and approved 
science harmonize exactly; that evolution 
is true, also the special creation theory.* 
Now, to tell the truth, I hav not much 
confidence in such people. Will you kindly 
recommend some other work on the same 
subject. I hav taken up more of your 
time than was intended. Please excuse 
one seeking the truth. When I get in the 
Western country I will surely remember 
your request. 
Respectfully and sincerely yours, 
Ep. HUDSON. 


[We thank our brother for his very flat- 
tering commendation of ** Right Living." 
It is true that if all could carry out its 
teachings and. principles we might come 
very near to heaven upon earth. And that 
is certainly what we should aim for. We 
are trying to teach the children how to liv, 
and we believe we are making some prog- 
ress, with the aid of such friends as hav 
found the best of life in the philosophy of 
Freethought. Send for Truth Seeker 
Catalog for books such as you desire. — Ep. 
C. C.] 


* The **Order of Creation." a discussion 
between the late Professor Huxley, W. E. 
Gladstone, and others on the biblical and 
the natural order in which different forms 
of life appeared upon the surface of the 
earth, throws a good deal of light upon 
this question. It may be had of the Truth 
Seeker Company for 50 cents. 


Health and Happiness. 


IV,—OBSERVATIONS ON THE INFANT CON- 
TINUED. 


Healthy Sleep.—During the first month 
8 child in perfect health and abundantly 
supplied by a healthy nurse sleeps usually 
twenty out of the twenty-four hours; 
awaking to nurse every two or three hours 
during the day and twice or three times 
during the night. As the child grows 
older (the second or third month or so) it 
becomes more wakeful, though it will 
usually take a nap of several hours in the 
morning and a shorter one in the after- 
noon, while it sleeps from early evening 
until the following morning—probably 
waking once or twice to nurse. 

The sleep of a healthy child is tranquil. 
The features are in repose, the expression 
of the countenance, its breathing, eto., 
indicate the most perfect ease. Nothing 
is more suggestiv of comfort, composure, 
and well being, or more typical of perfect 
grace, than the posture of a naturally 
healthy child during its sleep. 

It requires but a slight disturbance of 
the health of the child to break the ordi- 
nary calm and make it restless, fretful, 
peevish—its sleep interrupted by startings, 
ories, and dreams. Very little irritation 
in the digestiv canal, imperfectly digested 
food, irritation of the gums at the time of 
teething, worms, or slight fever, is suffi- 
cient to disturb the slumbers of the infant 
and to show that something is wrong. In 
proportion to the seriousness of the dis- 
turbance the indications will vary—there 
will be uneasy sleep, the disturbed counte- 
nance (contraction of the brow, workings 
of the features), tossing, frequent chang- 
ing of position, the difficulty in lulling 
the child to sleep, painful dreams or night- 
mares causing the little one to scream and 
struggle in its sleep, or to wake in a most 
terrible fright, occasionally refusing to 
sleep in the bed or crib, when the nurse 
or mother is obliged to walk with it or 
‘soothe it by movements of a rocking-chair 
or cradle. Whenever any of these dis- 
turbances occur it behooves the mother or 
nurse to become watchful and vigilant and 
to exercise that patience, care, and sweet- 
ness of temper which hay won for good 
mothers the name of ministering angels. 
Seek to relieve the infant by removing 
the cause of disturbance. 

Both the nursing and the sleep ought to 
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be subject to certain rules. It is better to 
habituate the infant to nursing at regular 
hours, and for the same reason accustom 


the child to sleep in its cradle, which is by 


far the best. When the child sleeps do 


not take it up in your arms or place it on ` 


your lap, as is frequently done. Place it 
in its cradle and let it go to sleep. Once 
used to do this, it will sleep despite any 
noise or movements iu the room. It is 
better for the babe not to sleep in the 
same bed with its parents. Accidents hav 
occurred and infants hav been suffocated 
from one cause or another. Besides, a 
sleep of this nature is not recuperativ for 
either nurse or child. Do not load the 
child immoderately, while it sleeps, with 
hesvy covering, nor surround it with 
curtains with the intention of keeping the 
air off, for the child gets overheated and 
breaks into perspiration, which only 
weakens it and makes it susceptible to 
cold. It is an excellent practice to acous- 
tom the child to retire at an early hour in 
the evening. When the little one is asleep 
do not wake it under any pretext; and 
whenever an opportunity is presented for 
the babe to sleep in the open air let it do 
80; it is strengthening. 

The Cry.—The so-called ory proper of 
the newly born always takes place during 
expiration (out-breathing); sometimes a 
second cry is noticed, a repetition, but it 
is neither 80 strong nor so prolonged as 
the first. The first ory of the newly born, 
which is probably due to the disagreeable 
impression the air makes upon the exterior 
surface of the body, is always sustained 
and easy with infants born alive. (The 
lungs perform the respiratory function for 
the first time, producing the ''ory" by 
inspiring oxygen and expiring carbonio 
acid.) During the first few months of its 
life the infant cries under the influence of 
divers causes; it is therefore important to 
be able to distinguish and recognize them. 
The ory of the infant may be due to too 
tight bandaging or its bed may not be well 
arranged; then all that is necessary is to 
relax the clothing or rearrange the bed. 
The ory of hunger is emitted but once in 
two hours when the time of feeding is 
regulated and the child has become habitu- 
ated to sleep in its bed without having 
recourse to that evil habit of oradling, 
rocking, or carrying in the arms, but chil- 
dren who, notwithstanding they are in 
perfect health, ory on all oceasions are 
almost always children badly raised. 

The cry of pain is distinguished from 
the ordinary ory, as it does not cease when 
you try to amuse or pacify the child by 
changing its position or by nursing it. An 
excellent means has been suggested by 
which to distinguish between the two ories 
—that is, expose the infant to the light, 
and if the ory is only caprice, you will see 
the child open its eyes wide, become in- 
stantly calm, and allow itself to be fondled 
without manifesting either impatience or 
anger; but if the ory is provoked by colic, 
which is often the case, the light will no 
longer appease it, and the ory becomes 
sharper every time you press upon the ab- 
domen. Another proceeding to which the 
nursling will frequently yield, if its ory is 
from anger, consists in gently stroking the 
top of the. head from the back forward. 
Under this gentle and uniform friction, 
the face of the child assumes its ordinary 
repose. 

Infants do not begin to secrete tears 
until the third or fourth month, and 
consequently these can furnish no sign of 
pain before that time. The ory must be 
distinguished by its peculiarity. It may 
be incomplete, paizful, or suffocating, 
The incomplete ory is characterized by 
the feebleness of the first effort, or by the 
resumption, which may be due to congen- 
ital weakness of the infant; to imperfect ex- 
paneion of the lungsat birth, or to engorge: 
ment of the lungs. The suffocating ory, in 
which the resumption can be heard, is al- 
most a certain indication of inflammation 
of the lungs. The painful ory, which 
always terminates by a little sustained final, 
or is transformed into a simple plaintiv 
groan, appears in almost all soute siok- 
nesses of the first childhood, such as pneu- 
monia, enteritis, or peritonitis. In the 
acute ory, it is important to know, the re- 
sumption becomes dominant and takes on 
a piercing sound ; it can be heard when 
the tonsils or larynx are the seat of irrita- 
tion, In spasms of the glottis, a- small 
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cry, resembling hiccough, announces the 
end of the spasm. : 

The next article wil tell how to ex- 
amin a child. J. HARTMANN, M.D. 


The Second Summer. 
many mothers believe, is the most precarious in 
a ohild’s life; generally it may be true, but you 
will find that mothers and physicians familiar 
with the value of the Gail Borden Eagle Brand 
Condensed Milk do not so regard it. 
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In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. A Liberal book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev= 
eral persons. 

We have quite a number of books appropriatel 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pac 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose : 


NEW BOOKS 


ROBT C, INGERSOLL 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. From J'e Wor s Pe die Toate ad ‘bate 
ers. pages. Svo. Olo ; 
eo eas ma Ei By Samual $us | leather, 84; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. ? 


traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 1 " 
and philosophers. living and dead, of the M artyrdom of Man. By Winwood Reade 


past four hundred, JOBS. Dargo octave Cloth, $1. 

The Field - Ingersoll Discus- pee Pune MA o AES death reethought. By W. S. Bell. 
Sion, ` Price, paper, 25 cents; ight Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- habe NR 
cloth, 50 cents. : R ies a8 Understood by a Student of Science. P hotograph (Oabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 

* Right Living " is well bound in cloth 50 cents. 


and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 


n Unofficial Patriot. A Historical Story 


of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Oloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


he Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in 


cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp. 
for $2.50. In plai boards, $2. i 


| Qld Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

T^ Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

[rgersorr s Prose Poems and Selections. 


From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 

cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. Oheaper cloth 

edition from same plates, $1.50. 
[raersotr s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Leotures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Orimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. With Pictures of 


Colonel Ingersoll and Grandchild. By R. 
G. Ingersoll. In color, on boards, beveled, 
gilt edges, 75 cents. 

22x28. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1. 

Tre Creation of God. By Dr. J. Hart- 
mann. Red cloth, $1. 


Pleasure an! Progress. By A. M. Lorentz, 


In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 


_— 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to at- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 25e. 


This is one of Colonel Ingersoll's 
best lectures, but never before put m 
into print. Everyone who has heard : 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which G OVERN MEN T . 


also ae something that everybody 18 An inquiry into the powers of government, and 
looking for. an argument, for "limiting government to the 


mere protection of life and property and the dis- 
«Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 


pensation of prompt and equal Justice to all.” 
Price, 5 cents. 

This lecture is a consideration of um aiio Me BEER ork. 
the difference between the natural ES 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Ool- 
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COLUMBIAS—They almost fly. 
more general applause from enlight- 


more general applause from alight "DIEING wont cure you 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


Jilin A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half calf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

Derwin and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Tre Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Tpteresting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers' Children's Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
25smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 


pp., boards, $1. 
onway's Life of Paine. 'Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


ports Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $8; cloth. gilt top, 

Life. $2. 

History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the, '" Decline 
and Fal of the man Empire." Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth; $2. 


Foree and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; velum 
cloth, $1.50. 


D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Oloth, $2.75. 
Cosmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


LL.B. Oloth, &!. 


wax For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. soy 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


“Intercourse Between the Soul and Body,’ 


DIRECT LEGISLATION. | 


By the Citizenship through the iati $ 
nterestin k $ 
Initiative and Reterendum, “Four eading Doctrmen nh re 5 
Br J. W SULLIVAN. 


Prina, 95 canta 


‘Divine Providence," 308 pp. 

i Conjugal Lov," 472 pp. ...... 
True Christian Religion." 982 pp. - 1.50 
Apocalypse Explained," Vols. 1, 2, 3, 4 each, $1 

cena for Dosoriptive vri to fhe American 

edenborg Printing an ublishing Society, 

20 Cooper Union, New York. S a 


For the Holidays ! 
The «Otto Wettstein” Watch. 


.The best watch in the world for the money: In 
silverine case, $19; 4 ounce coin silver, $25. Best 
14kt filled gold open face, $£8; hunting, $30 to $35, 
Solid gold. $49 to $150. Ladies’ same quality, in 
best 14kt filled gold cases, $28. Solid gold, $85, 
$40, $50, $75 to $150. 


Regu'ar Grades Best American Watches. 


Ia silverine casts, 7 jeweled, $4.75; 15 jeweled, 
$7.25; do. adjusted, $8.75; do. 17 jewelea. $10.75. 
For 4oz silver case add $6; for best open face 
fillea gold add $9; for hunting, $10 to $15; for 
solid gold 14kt, $30 to $50 more. Ladies’ in best 
14kt. filled cases 7 jeweled 811.5%; 15 jeweled, $35; 
14kt solid gold, 38 50 tu $20 more. With diamonus 
up to $:59. 
Diamonds and Opals. 

Pins, rings, and studs, $6, $8. $10, $15, $25, $50, 


$100 up. Opals do. 88,35. 87, $:0, $20, $85 to $50 
so in combination with rubies, emeralds, 
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tains that most magnificent of pero- £3 
rations, his visions — * This was. 3 
This is. This shall be." The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETI& PLACE. New York 


Neither will medicine. 

Bicycling will. 

All you need is to get out doors 
and let the tonic of rapid motion 
put new blood into your veins 
and tissues. l 
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THE LATEST OUT. 
Tho supposed impossible has "ids 
eon accomplished and at last 
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Dany ONE DOLLAR. Our watch- MFG. O HARTFORD, $80 $60 chains, eto. You will save 20 per cent to order of 
AI os have reached a wand wide fame and thot CO ra , e me. : 
Il anlo hasa excoedod that of any othor watch . : Sundries 
Wlover produced. This “DOLLAR WATCH" Hartford, Conn B ; Girls’ Hartfords $50 . 
Jj 1s tho 5th and last of the famous American : . oys’ or Girls TOS, $20. All the Gorham Cormpany’s finest sterling silver 
|| sories and marks a point In watch manufac- BRANCHES: spoons and novelties; 1847 Rodgers’ Bros., best 
y j turing past which all of the mone and in- BOSTON ated wire: the Tn; óraoll Souvenirs n B 
A sonulty ot tho world can never go. To intro- MEW YORK p H g onve! sp is 
RES duco them quickly, Wo wil) for a short tlino t now only $2. Freethought Badge -Pins, $2, $3, #4, 
Se send samples direct from factory to Indlvid- CHICAGO ~ Get a Columbia Catalogue. Freea with diamond, $6to $14; cha rms. $8, 34, $5, $6, 98; 


SAN FRANCISOO 
PROVIDENCE 
BUFFALO 


RRRA 


ual buyers. This watch isa rogular American patent lovor, 
lantera pinion, dust proof case, timed, tested, rogulated ani 
günranteed for one year, On recelpt of $1.00 wo will sond tho 
watch postpaid with our years’ gunrautoo, If you wlll mention 
this paper wo will iuchide froe à handsome chain and charm 
also our Catalogue of 1000 novaa LER H RO 
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Dept. 89 : 65 CORTLANDT STREET, N. Y. CITY. 


4048 


any Columbia agency ; by mail for two 
2-cent stamps. 


$14, $ Oto $30, and everything else pertaining to 
a first-class jewelry store. E 

All goods sent prepaid and cash refunded if 
not satisfactory. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


FonazTTING one's self, or knowing one’s 
self—around these everything turns.— ; 
Berthold Auerbach. 


Tux essence of knowledge is, having it, 
to apply it; not having it, to confess your 
ignorance.— Confucius. 


THERE are people who claim the right 
to look after somebody else's business in 
their own way.— Galveston News. 


Tur mystery of the beginning of all 
things is insoluble by us, and I, for one, 
must be content to remain an Agnostic.— 
Darwin. : 


Sometimes when you think your neigh- 
bor is enjoying himself because he annoys 
you, he really annoys you because he is 
enjoying himself.— Puck. 


Yr is little to know that honesty is right. 
It is everything to know what is honest, 
and to hav that knowledge is to suppose 
application.—Horace L. Traubel. 


To him the impulse of a kindly deed 
Was more than any article of creed; 
And whosoever chanced his face to scan, 
Fogot the preacher, but revered the man. 
—Clinton Seollard. 


In centuries before ours the public 
nailed the ears of journalists to the pump. 
That wss quite hideous. In this century 
journalists bav nailed their own ears to the 
keyhole. That is much worse.—Anon. 


Eaca man in whom dissatisfaction is 
aroused by institutions which hav survived 
from a Jess civilized past, or whose sympa- 
thies make certain evils repugnant to him, 
must regard his feelings thus excited as 
units iu the aggregate of forces by which 
progress is to be brought about; and is 
called on to expend his feelings in appro- 
priate deeds.—Herbert Spencer. 


Fxw great men hav existed of whose his- 
tory we hav so unsatisfactory a knowledge 
as we havof that of Jesus. How much more 
clear and distinct, beyond all comparison, 
is the figure of Socrates, which is 400 years 
older. It is true, indeed, that of the his- 
tory of his [Socrates] youth and educa- 
tion we likewise know but little, but we 
know accurately what he was in his ma- 
ture years, what he attempted and what he 
effecied. The figures of his disciples and 
friends stand out before us with historic 
clearnese; with regard to the causes and 
course of his condemnation and thé facts 
of his death we:are perfectly informed.— 
Strauss. 


VornrAIRE was, for a long time, a be- 
liever in the optimism of Pope—‘ All 
partial evil universal good.” This is a 
very fine philosophy for the fortunate. It 
suits the rich. It is flattering to kings and 
priests, It sounds well. It is a fine stone 
to throw at a beggar. It enables you to 
bear with great fortitude the misfortunes 
of others. It is not the philosophy for 
those who suffer—for industry cloihed in 
rags, for patriotiem in prison, for honesty in 
want, or for virtuous outcasts. It is a phi- 
losophy of a class, of a few, and of the few 
who are fortunate; and, when misfortune 
overtakes them, this philosophy fades and 
withers,— Ingersoll. 


To get you well indoctrinated with a 
horror of brin stone it was necessary for 
the bird of pray to get hold of you while 
you were, as yet, very young. Had he 
allowed ycu to reach twenty beiore he 
commenced this training, ten to one if 
brimstone wculd bav frightened you. Oon- 
sequently, when you were o: ly afew days 
old, and practically little more than a piece 
of dough, upon which he could leave the 
horrible impression of his craft, even as the 
crogs is stamped upon an unbaked bun, he 
received you into the church through that 
archaic incantation known as baptism, 
He terrified your parents into having you 
baptized ;n the name of a three-pronged 
God—not a three-legged stool; for, ac- 
cording to him, if yon died before you 
were damped, you would certainly be 
damned,— Saladin, in ** Birds of Pray.” 


Tyr free and philosophic spirit of our 
nation has been the theme of admiration to 
the world. This was the proud distinction 
of Evglishmen, and the luminous source of 
all their glory. Shall we then forget the 
manjy and dignified sentiments of our an- 
cestors to prate in the language of the 
mother or the nurse about our good old 
prejudices? This is not the way to defend 
the cause of truth. It was not thus that 
our fathers maintained it in the brilliant 
periods of our history. Prejudice may be 
trusted to guard the outworks for a short 
apace of time, while reason slumbers in 
the citadel, butif the latter sink into a leth- 
argy, the former will quickly erecta stand- 
ard for herself. Philosophy, wisdom, and 
liberty supporteach other; he who will not 
reason is a bigot; he who cannot is a fool; 
and he who dares not is a slave, — Academ- 
foal Questions. 
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ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man's best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths : 
and Births, l'he Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- ! 
hamm<d, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- | 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
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PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE, So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to & devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerless against him. One of 
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THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 

TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 


his. very good. 
SCIENCE ys. RELIGION, or The Con- 
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Widd'combe. i 
ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 


Presenting the evi''ence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. H J Se:gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. BF Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection. with 
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tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

YICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON YOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lif- of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth», George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. J 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer's consideration of the 

: evidence of that alleged event. — . 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Shrist’s alleged acte whi^h would lead one 
to that conctusion. UK Wash*urn 

WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu psm. 
Tro title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam's many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
andthe Real Not Dead, bnt Living, Frui- 
tion, Hore, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the shor’ po: mso often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 


s-archers, 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr:ss at Chi- 
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Upon H r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. susan H. W 
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HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A leot- 


ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
socia'ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 
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In the nature of things, 
SAY 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


* In the nature of things there can te 
no evidence to establish the claim 0j 


inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger. 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous. Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; forif a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and “ Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It isa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel's millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de-* 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it.. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IĪNGERSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE l 
«An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by INnerrsoLL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxernsoLr's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. Witb 
«Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 centa, 


November 30, 1895] 


Jot for Parsons. 


Lieut travels 200,000 miles in one sec- 
ond, and Lord Ross claimed he gazed so 
far into space with his telescope that it 
would require 500,000 years for light to 
travel that distance. Where, oh, where is 
the throne of God with Jesus on the right 

- hand side? : 


. Or» Mznoaron (to little Billy Ducks, 
just left school, who applies for situation 
as office boy, and produces testimonial 
from clergyman): ‘‘We don’t want you 
on Sundays, my good little boy. Hav you 
a reference from avy one who knows you 
on week days?”—Sydney Bulletin. 


Mrs. Pxovs: ''Why Mary, you are a 
perfect heathen. I told you to tidy up 
things before the minister called, and you 
never even dusted the Bible. Whatever 
did he think?” Mary: **I'm sure, ma’am, 
he never noticed that, for I saw him put 
his hat on it, and he was looking at the 
purse in your hand." 


Jupan Sreinesr: “I understand that, 
during his recent illness, Tarantula Jack 
experienced a change of heart?” Alkali 
Ike: ‘You bet he did. When he found 
himeelf at death’s door, with Dr. Slade do- 
ing his level best to pull him through, he 
sent for Preacher Harps, confessed his 
sins, made his peace with heaven, and re- 
solved to lead a better life if he was spared, 
And when I dropped in to see him this 
afternoon, I found him propped up in bed 
before the open windew with his revolver 
in his wasted hand, peacefully shootin' the 
glass out of the back winders of the Sal- 
vation Army hall, across the alley. "— Puck. 


Ir is because we desire to see in thi8 
place the largest available collection of en- 
tertaining ''charaeters" of all kinds that 
we bewail the removal of Brother Talmage 
to Washington. He has been one of the 
features of life in New York, aud one of 
its attractiv sights, if not a genuin Amer- 
ican lion, warranted. We hav reasons for 
desiring to see here Schlatter, the miracle 
worker of Oolorado, and also Claretta 
Avery, the wonderful little ten-year-old 
Negro girl preacher of South Carolina. If 
this city is ever to deserve its name of 
“the Paris of America,” it must rake in 
all the living curiosities that are wander- 
ing around anywhere at large.—New York 

un. 


A HOLINESS camp-meeting has been in 
progress some time at Haines's Grove, a 
few miles from Lamar, and shortly atter it 
had begun, a gaudily-painted poster that 
astonished the nativs iu that vicinity was 
put up by the roadside, painted thus: 
* Eureka! Here we are! Great Gospel 
Show and Holy Hippodrome at Haines's 
Grove! Greatest display of legendary 
traditions ever placed on exhibition. Two 
performances daily, under the manage- 
ment of Happy Charlie, the world- 
renowned pulpit-pounder and sky-pilot, 
assisted by Hallelujah Jones, the efficient 
masticator of yellow-legged chicken. In 
our gallery of Gospel myths and holy relics 
may be seen the following: Core of the 
apple that Eve ate; Jacob’s ladder; gold 
bricks from the streets of the Now Jeru- 
salem, and cinders from the other place; 
blubber from Johah’s whale; broomstick 
ridden by the witch of Endor; gangplank 
over which the animals walked into the 
atk; Noah’s log book; club with which 
Oain slew Abel; Satan’s poker and shovel; 
eto., eto. New attractions added daily. 
You keep the grub wagon rolling; we'll do 
the rest."— Kansas City Journal. 


“ Waars that copper can for? Oolorin’ 
pickles?" inquired Mrs. Jones of Widow 
Brown. *'*No; them is all that's mortal of 
poor William," explained the widow, as 
she wiped away a tear. ‘‘Goodness, me; 
you don't mean to say you've had him 
canned like corn beef," exclaimed Mrs. 
Jones. ‘* My, no; I sent his body to the 
oreamery and had him insinuated and 
them is his mortal remains—just a handful 
of dust, Mrs. Jones,” and the poor widow 
sighed and wiped away two tears. “I 
don’t believe in that; I think it’s down- 
right weeked," declared Mrs. Jones, with 
a show of asperi Y calculated to induce an 
explanation. *'lt does kind o'seem so, 
don't it, Mrs. Jones?" moaned. Widow 
Brown tearfully, "but it was mortifyin’ 
the flesh to purify the speret. William 
wasn't a downright week-ed man, though 
his sinfulness would crop out once in & 
while, more especially when I tried to con- 
vert him. He'd allus laugh right to my 
face an’ Say: ‘Mary Jane, you can't make 
me believe that fire an’ brimstone business 
hereafter. I been a gettin’ my share of it 
right along.’” Mrs, Jones rolled her eyes 
toward the ceiling in horror, and the widow 
moaned, ‘Then when I got roused up 
an’ more eloquenter, he'd say: ‘ Mary 
Jane, you can't never convince me that 
there's a hotter place than right here.'" 
Mrs. Jones groaned. ‘‘ But Tallas declared 
Td convince him, if it was my last act, an’ 
if his speret is in them ashes I’d just like 

.to ask him if it was hot enough for him." 
San Francisco Post, 
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Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
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DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. . 
II. If There Were & Designer He Could Not 
Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
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They Often Serve No Use, 


They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 


IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is {llegitimate. 

V. What ActuallyDid Cause So-Called Design. 
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if another one like it willever again be 


Heston as & portrait painter and de- 


in 


Artist 


ers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to - 


Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. 


But the pict- 


ures do not make up the whole of :his volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that secve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as-texts to prove the utter 


faisity of the church’s professions and the 


ypocrisy of 


those who uphold them. Altogether the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put -n the 


bands of Freethinkers.—(Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 


AAAren TERE NUR ETEUXR ERRER- 


NO ** BEGINNING;" 
OR, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure. of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or " Firat Cause” of things. 

By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“ This volume discusses the question of & cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording th*t even 
the unlearned can understand, and apprcaches 
itfrom so many different directions that it, is 
one Of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.” —THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly 1n cloth. 


PBIOE, $1; POSTPAID. 
QAdrars THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


-—With Music Written to All the Songs — 


OowPruEgp ry L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


LIXIR OF LIRE 


is not in magic potions, ““ specifics” 
dor electric Clap tra , but only in 
| WISDOM—THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH. 
Wise men study nature, shun disease 
learn to maintain vigor and regain it 
byreading the mostcompletebook of 


| Medieal, Social, Sexual Sefence, 
|| s nemspmt unicam of Zeer 
X] e `> 0. 0) 
tandard ^ 


THE E 


origin 
MEM APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
“Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Free. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEH, 
$8 Lafayette Place New York. 


| POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


Vicars of Christ ana Vicegerents of Goa. 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
Gent, Samples free, 


$75 A MONTH FE Eper te 


gusrauteed. Write today. Address P. 0. Box 5308, Boston, Mase. 


andexpenses, Lady or 


Rte Bh dh 0 *.0-*-0-t-0-*- 


È AN. EXTRAORDINARY OFFER !! ¢ 
H 


e want 1000 more active agents before @ 
July ist. We will guarantee $20 to $30 Der day 
can be easily made in any locality; our goods 
sell themselves; we furnish a large roll of 
samples entirely FREE and allow 50 per 
cent. commission on all sales. Send t ay e 
for full particulars, or we will send wit 
samea Valuable sample of our ‘joods in 
Solid Silver upon receipt 9t fonte: in 
silver Orstamps. S. sne n le i 
dress, DARD SILVERWARE 
CO.. Boston, Mass. 

ODO 0000000000008 


a cele, Wentaland Physical Debility 

and who are desirous of being Cured, a 

M booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 

Meivingcauses and symptoms of thecom- 

n plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical very—an Out- 

ward Applientien-à positive cure—the only rem» 

edy of the kind in existence-wlth evidences of suc 

dress, — DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 

Say where you saw thisadver.. Vineland, N. da 
| NOW READ THIS! 


Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a very 
successful physician. He bas treated DISEARER 
OK ACIE UE 

eutgrowih o: 8 long praotice, w. 8 ü 
give confidence to those afflioted, ` 
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And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many 


. Others, and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them.—Mat. xv, 30. 


London on Nov. 20th. He was an Italian 
by birth, and before he entered the service 
or Turkey he bore the title of Count Ma- 

8. 

Tx housesmiths in New York hav gone 
out on strike and the trouble may involve 
all the building trades. The Iron League 
refuses to arbitrate, as suggested by the 
State Strike Commission. 


Dezsritz the antitoxine treatment diph- 
theria is declared to be epidemic in many 
parts of Chicago. To Nov. 20th the deaths 
in the city from that disease had averaged 
ten daily during the month. N 


MaonHINERY introduced into a cigaret 
factory in St. Petersburg led toa strike, 
in which the workmen broke up the ma- 
chinery and threw it out of the windows. 
A thousand strikers were arrested. 


JY ows of the Wook. 


THERE were heavy gold shipments to 
Europe last week. 


Tue Republicans of Boston hav renom- 
inated Mayor Edwin M. Curtis. 


THERE are reports of fresh massacres of 
Armenian Christians by Kurds. 


"Tur Cuban insurgents are steadily ad- 
vancing in the direction of Havana. 


In Italy there are 77,128 priests, besides 
monks, nuns, and other ecclesiastics. 


FREDERICO KOLER, à prominent Spanish 
perekis and poet, has died at Barce- 
. lona. 


Sig Henry Ponsonsy, ex. private secre- 
tary of Queen Victoria, died in London 
on Nov. 2ist. 


Ir is reported that the Cuban insurgents 
are destroying many sugar plantations 
owned by Americans. 


Ux»zs a special waiver of the anti-con- 
tract immigration laws, Austin Corbin has 
imported 700 farmers from Italy to settle 
on lands in Arkansas. Each man pays 
from $1,000 to $2,000 for his farm, in easy 
payments. 


Taz Portuguese minister to the United 
States, Augusto de Zeguira Thedim, died 
in Washington on Nov. 21st. Just six days 
before his father-in-law, Senhor Martens, 
Portuguese minister to the Vatican, had 
died in Rome. 


To-pay bids are opened at the Navy De- 
partment for two more battleships, to cost, 
with armaments, about $5,000,000 each. 
They will each carry thirteen eight-inch 
rifles and fourteen eight-inch rapid-fire 
guns, and the crews—officers, seamen, and 
marines wat number 520 men for each 
vessel, 


Joun REDFEBN, the famous tailor, who 
conceived the tailor-made gown for women, 
died in London on Nov. 22d. 


Tue mint at Philadelphia is coining 
150,000 one-cent pieces a day, at a daily 
profit to the government of $1,200. 


AT a fire in Chicago on Nov. 22d five 
persons lost their lives and several more 
are-expeoted to die from their injuries. 


In San Jose, Costa Rica, a priest, Zabe- 
lata, has been arrested for engaging in a 
conspiracy to mrrder Protestant mission- 
aries. 


Nine bodies washed ashore near Finis- 
tere, France, indicate that a serious wreck 
has occurred somewhere in the English 
Channel. 


Ir the Iron League retaliates with a 
lockout against the striking housesmiths 
in New York city, all the building trades 
will go out. ^ 


Joy Morron, son of the Secretary of 
Agriculture, has formed a rock salt trust 
which is **equeezing" the Beef Combine 
badly, it is reported. 


Tue Dakotas, Minnesota, and other 
Northwestern states were visited by a snow 
storm on Nov. 19th, accompanied by quite 
severe cold and high winds. 


Uniten STATES JUDGE RINER at Chey- 
enne decides that the Indians hav a tresty 
right to hunt in the region about Jackson's 
Hole, where several were murdered by 
whites last summer, for doing what it is 
now held to be their right todo. Recently 
a Wyoming grand jury refused to indict 
the murderers. ; 


Tw 1890, of the less than 5,000,000 inhab- 
itants of Portugal only 938,165 could both 
read and write, while 110,607 could read 
but not write. The state church is the 
Roman. To improve the educational facil- 
ities, the government has determined to 
start 1,300 new primary schools, which 
will be under the control of the state 
church. 


Tue late Superintendent of. the New 
York police, Thomas Byrnes, took away 
the long and heavy night stick from the 
men, but it has lately been restored by or- 
der of Commissioner Roosevelt, and now 
Reform Justice Mott holds that a police- 
man may club a man to death if necessary 
to get him to the station house, even if his 
own life is not in peril. 


HEREAFTER all bake shops in New York 
will be closed by the police after 10 a.m. 
Sundays. Gompers & Co. are said to be 
responsible for the new crusade. 


JaAnzz Sprenorr Barrovur, the pious 
swindler of the Liberator companies of 
London, was found guilty, together with 
three of his associates, on Nov. 20th. 


On Sunday, Nov. 24th, an express driver 
was arrested in New York on a charge of 
violating the Sunday law by delivering a 
trunk at a railroad station. Magistrate 
Crane held that it was a work of necessity 
and discharged the man. Now the police 
are arresting everybody who sells food 
after 10 a.m. Sunday. This is done on the 
complaint of two alleged labor leaders, 


PROTESTANTISM maintains 593 mission- 
aries in Japan, at an annual cost of $1,400,- 
000. The Catholics hav 81 missionaries and 
97 monks and nuns, and the Greek church 
two missionaries. 


Rustem Paswa, a conspicuous Christian 
dignitary of Turkey, and at the time of 
his death ambassador to England, died in 


a 


Gompers and Weissman, who claim that if 
people can buy food on Sunday some 
bakers will hav to work Saturday night!! 


On Nov. 21st a fire in the Canal Street 
manufacturing district of Chicago de- 
stroyed thirteen plants and two big mod- 
ern buildings, consuming a million dollare’ 
worth of property. Four hundred women 
8t work in a shirt waist factory had a nar- 
row escape from death, as they became 
panic-stricken. They were saved only by 
the steadfastness and coolness of the ele- 
vator men and other male employees. 


M. BARTHELEMY Saint-Hinaire died in 
London on Nov. 23d. He was a little over 
ninety years of age and had a distinot rec- 
ollection of Napoleon the Great. He was 
one of the seventy-five senators elected at 
Versailles to serve for life. He was Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs when & French 
protectorate was established over Tunis. 
In later years ne furnished for the London 
papers many articles of note against Irish 
Home Rule. His chief literary work was 
a full translation of the writings of Aris- 
totle. 


On Nov. 19th Calvert Vaux, next to 
Frederick Law Olmstead the most distin- 
guished landscape architect in the country, 
was drowned in New York harbor. It is 
not known whether he committed suicide 
or fell into the water accidentally. Mr. 
Vaux created Central Park and it will be 
his most itting monument. He was 72 
years of age and at the time of his death 
had io charge the work of laying out the 
grounds for the Botanical Gardens at 
Bronx Park. He also designed Prospect 
Park in Brooklyn, and public parks in 
Chicago, Buffalo, and Niagara Falls. 


JUST OUT. ANOTKER NEW BOOK! 
PatrioticAddresses 


| COL. R. €. INGERSOLL. 


Reunion Address 
AT ELMWOOD, ILL.. SEPT. 5, 1895. 
—and— 
Decoration-Day Oration, 
IN NEW YORK, MAY 30, 1882, 


His Address delivered at Elmwood, Ill, Sep- 
tember 5th, 1895, at the reunion of his old regi- 
ment, the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry—also his 
famous Oration delivered on Decoration Day, 
1882, before the Grand Army of the Republic, at 
the Academy of Music, New York. These two 
Ciassics are published in book form for the first 
time from revised manuscript, and are the only 
authorized and correct reprints. It also contains 
a handsome half-tone portrait of the Uolonel 
and his little grandson, Robert G. Ingersoll- 
Brown. Printed on good paper, large type, wide 
margins, in one volume. 


Price, cloth, 50 cts; paper, 25 cts. Sent 
post-paid on receipt of prios by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER O0., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


j free from superstition 


JUST OUT! 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 


1896. 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CoNTENT8: Balfour's " Foundations of Belief: 
An Agnostic Rejoinder. 8. Laing; Agnosticism 
and ‘ts Equivalents, Amos Waters; The Man, 
Jesus Christ: The Germ of the Christian Myth, 
J. Allanson Picton; Psyche: A Poem, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); Mind as Controled bv Matter, 
‘Constance E. Pluniptre; The Faiths of Our Fore- 
fathers, Charles Watts; An Agnostio View of 
Theism and Monism, R. Bithell, B.So.. Ph.D.; 
The Old Testament Library. J. J, Gould; Im- 
mortality, W. A. Leonard: The Physiological 
Biss na Religious Leaders, Furneaux Jordan, F 


Price, 25 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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RIGHT LIVING: 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. à 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considering from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be: 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


They silently wande*ed, in pairs, and alone, 
But took the direction the halo had flown, 
And soon, lying under the southernmost wall, 
They found the great halo, not damaged at all. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON'S 


k 


4 ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York., 


L. K. Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chureh, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


What Is Christianity? Au Inquiry into 
the Nature of Christianity. Price, :0cents. 


The Followers cf Jesus. An Interesting 
dress. showing that professing Christians of 
tc-day are notin reality the '' followers of Je- 
sus." Price. 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 
Price, 5 cents. THE TRUTH SEEKER, . 


TWO DOLLARS. FOR ONE. 


* THE LITTLE FREETHINKER ^ 


The only papsr published for the young that is: 
One year 60 cents. Six. 
months, 25 cents. Sample copies, 3 cents. Tatile. 
Freethinker has been enlarged and improved, 
and is now a paper Liberals may be proud of.. 
Til send Little Freethinker, booie's Health: 
Monthly, and The Mayflower Magazine one. 
year, the Home, a 16-page story paper, and twelve: 
fine flowering bulbs of different kinds, all for $1.. 
ddress ELMINA D. SLE ER, 
Snowville, Pulaski county, Va. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 
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Christian Unity—What the Religious!Bigots;Would Like. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of TEE TRUTH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
‘wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSORIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FnEETHINKER'S ProTORIAL Tzx7-Book, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Proron1an Trxt-Boox. 

The pictures in the FREETHINEER’s PIOTORIAL 
Tzxr-Boor were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Ohurch's 
elaim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has 185 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 
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—(Companion picture next week.) 


lof the Artist. The Designs are by Warsox HzsTox 


and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Olergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer 2; The Oreeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord's Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25 ; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4 ; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, ; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, T. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. .Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subseribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Jneuce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivn DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE VOLLABR. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; fve thousand, copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says it is worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
thia country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all, At twice the price it would hav been & 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethought, 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers,— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send ns a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now 8 
subscriber, send us $3 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 


77O 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


§Decemprr 7, 1895 


WITH 
THE 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers, 


For $6.50 we will send Tax Truru Szxxxs one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 


the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itis aradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals drag e as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘* Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


v, 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 

Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER / “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
° FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FUR1THER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, vost t 


free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated PN 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


DRDO 


Eee 


For $5 we will send Tue TaurH Szzxzm one year ($3) and *Paine's 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains 4 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tux Tsuru Szxxzm one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tur Terura Serre one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help bui be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trova Sxexex one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 
= For $4 we will send Taz Trova Smeren one year ($3) and * The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4jwe will send Taz Trors Szxxzr one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tua Terors Szexer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


ee The Freethinker's Badge 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 


EKER one year for $5. 
The TRUTH 


SEE. ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar Spoons and )&suTrH SperKeR, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spocn 


— 


' gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEE : 


: "Er 

di xl p = 
Lt NEWYORK >t 
Bea HE TRUTHSEEKERC BS 
S NO 2533 LAFAYETTE PLACE ag 


S^ «PRICE 25 CENTS 


‘The Bible Inquirer, 
A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 


CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
Reriptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 

? Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-— Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 98 J.«favette Place. New York City. 
FOR ANY OF A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


? AND 
Ing ersoll S COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 
Works 


By A. R. AYRES. 
Address THIS OFFICE 


* A good book written with & purpose.” 
Prio 35 cents. | 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


$225; - 2350; - ZTS. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Ohi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described: 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical eharacter— pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime." 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mz. 
Gzonaz Srzcx, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows : 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sicnon Fasan, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

“T have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and [ find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
giveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ou 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to ofte 
them to TaurH Szzxer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. . 

If you or any of your friends contemplate p.yin; a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


$679,694,439. | EDEOLOGY 


By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D. 
A Treatise on the Generative System, 


In three parts, including 


Pre-vatal Influence, (Influence which af- 
fects an unborn child 


` By the census of 1896, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Ewempt from 
Taxation? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


By single copies the price i8 15 cents, but as the 
Work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
eoductions are made: 


l'en copies. - - a - $1.00 
Fifty copies, a a - * 4.50 
Jne hundred copies - . » 8.00 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


Limitation of Offspring and 
ifygiene of the Generative System, 
Containing 
Plain Facts on Private Subjects for all Adults. 
This book desls in an open, 
frank, but delicate way, with all points of in- 
terest on the generative system. 
treats of 
Personal and Social Phystology and, Hygtene- 
HAT THE MannreD OUGHT TO KNO 
In order to live heal' hy lives arid produce healthy 
offspring. 

It is free from medical technicalities, written 
on the highest moral plane, and in such a way 
that evervone may read and understand it. Itis 
most highly commended by the press, eminent 
physicians, and prominent people of all callings. 

ltis printed from large, new, clear-faced type, 
on good paper, in one volume, well bound. 


Price, cloth, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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One subscription two years, in advanoe........... 
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One sabsoription with three new subsoribers, in one remit- 
D EE 
One subscription with four new subsoribers, in one remit- 
tanoe...... e veuessexGe (6 0 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should ve sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, dra/t on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address oommuntoaitons and make draftis, oheoks, post-ofioe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, . 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send asthe name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot a regular snbscriber. 


Harvard Theology. 


The American Citizen, of Boston, Protestantly 
pious and “patriotic,” is greatly worried over the 
influence of the teachings and spirit of Harvard 
College. It says: 

** No one will deny that the influence of Harvard Col- 
lege has toa vast degree shaped and educated the thought 
of New England; and, as all know, the policy of Harvard 
and the culture of Harvard hav been in the direction of 
ultra Liberalism, its creed being ‘No matter what you 
believe if you are only sincere.’ So the drift has keen 
away from the old Puritan ideals of right and wrong, to 
a slipshod, mock theology, which believes in anything or 
nothing as may be convenient, provided there is ‘ peace.’” 

To intolerant believers in dogma it must indeed 
seem terrible to place character above profession. 
That men should prefer to mingle with people who 
are sincerely in error rather than with those who 
are hypocrits must be very trying to the nerves of 
those whose great anxiety is to hav everybody be- 
lieve as they do. Of course we recognize the fact 
that it is very bad when people sincerely believe 
that they hav a right to persecute others for differ- 
ences of opinion, but persecution by sycophants is 
not one whit lets odious and disastrous than perse- 
cution by sincere fanatics. And in this instance we 
are not aware that the “slipshod, mock theology” 
of the graduates of Harvard and of those others 
who hav felt the influence of the spirit of that 
school has led or will lead to the countenancing of 
persecution of anybody for heresy. In fact, indif- 
ference about dogma naturally tends to make one 
tolerant of diversity of view, and it is only when an 
indifferentist becomes a politician that he may also 
become a persecutor, and then only to advance his 
own interests by pleasing his bigoted constituents 
who atill cling to “the old Puritan ideals of right 
and wrong.” Not of “right and wrong” in con- 
duct, but of right and wrong in belief, for the old 
Puritan, and the new Puritan as well, had, and has, 
a greater horror of intellectual error than of moral 
delinquency. This may seem to be a harsh thing 
to say, but all history proves that the most atro- 
cious butcheries of human kind hav been perpe- 
trated in attempts to prevent or extirpate heresy. 
Therefore, we can stand a great deal of the “ slip- 
shod” theology of Harvard, but pray to be deliv- 
ered from the Puritanism represented by such 
journals as the American Citizen. 


** Voltaire Came to Save Christianity." 


On November 31 Rev. J. E. Roberts delivered in 
All Souls’ Unitarian church, Kansas City, a sermon 


|in which he compared Jesus and Voltaire. In this 


discourse the clergyman paid a fine tribute to the 
genius, the humanity, and the services of the great 
French Infidel. It was held that he made possible 
the modern life of comparativ liberty and peace. 
« The plain is habitable because the mountain is be- 
yond. Ceaselessly it passes the electricity from the 
surcharged earth and receives the hurtling belt 
flung from the palpitating cloud. Such times has 
history, times of convulsion, times when the old 
order reels and quakes, times when the earth tra. 
vails and the mountain is brought forth, the moun- 
tain that is to receive the lightning and the dawn 
and smile at both. 

“Voltaire was the mountain. Rugged, defiant, 
implacable, lightning-scarred, storm-enveloped, im- 
movable, august, sublime, he towered above Europe 
and the eighteenth century with unspeakabl scorn 
for superstition, secular or sacred, and with un- 
quenchable devotion to reason and light. Kings 
exiled him. Police officers arrested him. Bastiles 
and prisons confined him. Ignorance hated him. 
Superstition execrated him. The priesthood de- 
nounced him. The saints slandered him. They 
moved him not. ‘Scarred and scathed, buf un- 
changeable, the mountain received the lightning 
and in its ample strength took the storms and 
hushed their fury into impotent and harmless calm.” 


“Tf Jesus came to save the world, Voltaire came 


to save Christianity,” says Mr. Roberts. But there 
was little in the recorded teachings of Jesus that 
could help save the world, while Voltaire did much 
to shatter the ecclesiastical prison which was built 
on the foundations laid by the Nazarene or those 
who formulated the doctrins attributed to him. Rev. 
Mr. Roberts has been able to recognize the worth 
of Voltaire, but he.is yet too much enveloped in the 
glamour of hereditary conceptions of Jesus to analyze 
his utterances and their effect upon mankind. 
“Voltaire was the people. He was that people in 
rebellion against the tyrannies and superstitions of 
the past, and in their instinctiv and passionate hope 
of the future. In him died a hideous past and in 
him a benign future was born" ‘The continents 
and the islands of Europe were cursed and cor- 
rupted by superstition, ignorance, bigotry, intoler- 
ance, and immorality, and all under the authority 
and sanction of religion and the church. The 
bloodiest annals ever inscribed on the page of his- 
tory were written by the age of faith in Europe." 
All this is true, and it is equally true that this 
wrong and misery were due to the attempt to fix 
men’s attention on a life beyond this. Did Jesus 
discourage this other-worldliness? He did not; on 
the contrary, he encouraged it. He declared that 
his kingdom was not of this world; he asserted that 
the more one suffered here the more blissful would 
be his state of existence in “heaven ;” he “awakened 
in man a new spiritual longing,” to use Mr. Roberts’ 
own phrase, and that “new spiritual longing” in- 
tensified the sectarist’s hatred of new thoughts and 
lit the flames of millions of martyr fires. We are 
not dealing with what some unknown Jesus may 
hav said, with the teachings that may hav been ut- 
tered by one who is not correctly reporied in the 
Bible, nor yet with the influence of this hypothet- 
ical reformer upon the ages that will follow ours. 
But we are dealing with the Jesus of the New Tes- 
tament as he is there represented and with his in- 
fluence upon the ages that hav passed. We are 
judging the tree by its fruits, not by what might 


hav been its fruits,and what those fruits were every | chief beneficiary of the triumphant plot. 


who has to confess that “whatever men may think 
about ideal Christianity, Christianity as it existed 
in Europe up to the seventeenth century was, from 
any standpoint—moral, intellectual, or economic— 
the most pronounced failure ever recorded since the 
pathetic story of man began.” 

It is only the lingering influence of that baleful 
superstition that leads Mr. Roberts to declare that 
“God” sent both Jesus and Voltaire into the 
world to “sweeten life.” There is just as much 
evidence that he sent Torquemada and John Calvin 
to embitter it, to make it a foretaste of the eternal 
hell to which the religion of exclusiv salvation 
foredcomed all but the smallest fraction of the ku- 
man race. 


The Theocrats Are Obtuse Pupils. 

The Christian Reformer of November 16th re- 
turns to the charge upon Tae TaurH Szzxer. All 
the points it attempts to make are based upon mis- 
apprehensions and misinterpretations. When the 
Reformer comes to reasoning on the principles 
involved in the contest between Secularism and 
Theocracy and the facts cited by us, it is hopelessly 
at sea. As our theocratic friends are the Bourbons 
of religion, it is perhaps not remarkable that they 
are such unreceptiv pupils; the Bourbon has never 
been noted for his readiness to learn. As an in- 
stance of the unreceptivness of the editors of the 
Reformer, take this: We had quoted the opening 
sentences of E. C. Walker's address on the National 
Reform Association at the recent Congress of Free- 
thinkers; here is what he said: 


** We read in an old legend that ‘in those days came 
John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness, 
and saying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. Therefore John has been called the Forernnner 
of Christ. He announced his coming, it is said, and 


prepared the way for him. We read in the records of ` 


our time that in these days comes the National Reform 
Association preaching in the wilderness, and saying, 
Repent ye, for the kingdom of Rome is at hand. The 
leaders of the God.in-tbe-Constitution party are the 
John the Baptists of the church of Rome. They are its 
forerunners. They are announciug its coming and pre- 
paring the way for it.” 

"The Christian Reformer disposes of the parallel 
in this summary fashion : 


‘Both the editor and the speaker hav certainly got 
things a little mixed. They hav the relation of John to 
Christ all right. John was the forerunner of Christ be- 
cause he went before him, announcing his coming and 
preparing the way for him. But how any such relation, 
either as to time or mission, can be-found to exist between 
the National Reform Association and the Roman Catholic 
church, it is difficult to see. The Roman Catholic church 
has been here for some centuries. It has had its reign 
over the nations. The National Reform Association 
came forward long ages after Roman Catholicism to pro- 
nounce the doom and wind up the career of Roman 
Catholic tyranny on the one hand, and of secularism in 
goveroment on the other. It is somewhat amusing to be 
told in Tae TaurH SerKer’s columns of a ‘forerunner’ 
who, instead of preparing the way. comes after and pro- 
nounces the overthrow.” 

You are mistaken; the Editor and the speaker 
hav not “ got things a little mixed"; on the contrary, 
there is not the slightest excuse for the theocratic 
editors’ apparent misunderstanding of the parallel 
shown. They certainly know the position occupied 
by the Freethinkers, and the Adventists as well, 
concerning the effect that the success of the Cove- 
nanters would hav upon religious liberty in the 
United States; they know that we hav consistently 
maintained, from the beginning of the theocratic 
movement for the subversion of the secular Consti- 
tution, that it could not succeed without the aid of 
the Catholie church, and that if with ber aid it 
should succeed, the Catholic church would be the 
We are 


reader of history knows, not excepting Mr. Roberts, | not quite so simple as to try to make that which 
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comes after the forerunner of that which has gone 
beforə. It is needless to protest that no Free- 
thinker has thought of saying that the National 
Reform Association is preparing the way for the 
reek church or the Roman power of the Middle 
Ages or the Scotch Kirk or the English Establish- 
ment. There can be no doubt that the Reformer 
very distinctly understands that present conditions 
were in mind when the National Reform Association 
was affirmed to be the forerunner of the Roman 
Catholic church. “ We read in the records of our 
time that in these days comes the National Reform 
Association preaching in the wilderness, and saying, 
Repent ye, for the kingdom of Rome is at hand,” 
declared the lecturer. The “kingdom of Rome” 
in what sense? Not spiritual, surely. What then? 
Political, of course. The National Reform Associa- 
tion is working for the political recognition of 
Christianity. Our Constitution as it was and is 
forbids the union of church and state; hence the 
Roman Catholic church has never been the state 
church in the United States, no more than has the 
Protestant division. All the special privileges en- 
joyed by the churches, Catholic, Jew, and Protest- 
ant, hav been illegally granted to them by legisla- 
tors, judges, or executiv officers; all these fruits 
were stolen. But now appears on the scene the 
National Reform Association with a scheme for the 
legalizing of all the usurpations by which the 
churches hav heretofore profited; it purposes to so 
amend the Constitution and change the laws as to 
make permanent all these usurpations and other 
and worse ones that it assures us are on its program. 
This means, necessarily, that the church is to be 
the supreme political power in the United States. 
The National Reform Association is thus the fore- 
runner of the politico-ecclesiastical hierarchy of the 
future. It is preparing the way for the state 
church, or church-state, rather. The fundamental 
principles it advocates are the principles of. Rome, 
and Rome will be the most important partner in 
that church-state—if she is not the whole firm, 
which is more probable—if the Presbyterians suc- 
ceed in their attempted debauching of the intellects 
of the Protestants of the country. 


——— 


This is a secular republic, in theory, and so far as 
the Constitution has availed to make it such, in fact. 
The National Reform Association says that the 
principle is wholly bad and it has set itself the task 
of transforming the secular republic into a Chris- 
lian republie. Rome likewise says that the secular 
prineiple is wholly bad, and her astute leaders are 
elosely watehing the work of the Protestant theo- 
crats. They are more than willing that the Re- 
formed Presbyterians and Baptists and United 
Brethren and Universalists shall pull the chestnuts 
out of the fire for them; they know that Protest- 
antism is hopelessly divided on doctrin and will 
unite only to pass tyrannous laws in the interest of 
Christianity; they know that it is losing both to Ra- 
tionalism and to Rome; they know that if the Chris- 
tian amendment should be adopted the Protest- 
ants would fight so among themselvs as to whose 
special interpretations of the Bible should be 
favored that they would be an undisciplined and 
quarreling mob as contrasted with the drilled and 
united legions of Rome—in short, they know that 
the National Reform Association is the John the 
Baptist of the political kingdom of Rome in the 
United States. And if the Covenanters cannot see 
that this is so they ought to hav guardians, and 
they wil: hav them when their bigotry and folly hav 
delivered them bound hand and foot into the clutch 
of the “Scarlet Woman.” 

It is more than “ somewhat amusing” to read the 
-Reformer's comical boasts about pronouncing the 
doom and winding up the career of Roman Catholic 
tyranny, especially when we take into consideration 
the fact that its methods are (hose that Rome her- 
self introduced to public favor in other lands cent- 


uries ago. It is fatuous for the pupil to suppose 


that he can excel his teacher in molding men’s 
beliefs by legislation. Drs. McAllister and George 
evidently want to go “dead broke,” or they would 
never sit down to such a game with Satolli and 
Gibbons for antagonists. 


It is a very risky pro- 


ceeding for ordinary mortals to try to beat the 
devil with fire. They are not in it. 


The Reformer is still worried about that cartoon 
in which itself and the Christian Statesman are de- 
picted as chained to the skull of Calvin. Its rea- 
soning is so deliciously naive that we must quote it 
here: 


** He [the Editor of Taz Trura Serer] declares that 
it means that these papers are self-chained to a dead past, 
and attempts to show that our interpretation is an impos- 
sible one. Of course we know that the interpretation 
now given by THe TRUTH SEEKER was a possible one [Ah, 
you did?], but we knew that it could not be the true one 
because it ignores entirely some of the most prominent 
and emphatic points in the cartoon. The cartoonist, per- 
haps unwittingly, put into it some of the venom and bit- 
ter hate that are in his mind, and now denies that they 
are there. [Why this confusing of the cartoonist and 
the Editor?] But we insist that they are there and no in- 
terpretation that omits them satisfies all the points of the 
cartoon. Mr. Heston, the cartoonist, represents these 
papers not only as dogs, but as mad dogs. He represents 
them as chained, of course, because they are mad. In 
looking around for something to chain them to he lit 
upon the skull of John Calvin. Dogs do not Voluntarily 
become afilicted with hydrophobia, neither are they born 
with it. After they become afflicted with it they do not 
chain themselvs and put up public notices to guard the 
people from danger. But men do suppress mad dogs for 
the sake of safety to themselvs and others. We insist 
that the most natural interpretation of the cartoon is that 
it reveals the intolerant, persecuting spirit of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER, It may be that the Editor did not intend to 
reveal his real spirit so plainly, but we hold that he has 
done it. [Another confusing of the Editor with the car- 
toonist] If he persists in declaring that we hav misread 
the cartoon, we insist that he shall retract every word 
that he has spoken or written charging the National Re- 
form movement with the spirit of persecution. If the 
cartoon is so plain that any one can understand it, as THE 
TRUTH SEEKER maintains, much more are our written 
and spoken words easily understood. Orime should be 
punished because it is an injury to the publie and a vio- 


| lation of law human and divine. Our position as to TuE 


TRUTH SEEKER is that it should be suppressed, not be- 
cause it advocates Secularism, not becsuse it is Infidel and 
Atheistic, but because it is full of blasphemy. Let it 
eliminate this feature from its pages and we would treat it 
with the same tolerance that we giv to other respectable 
unbelievers.” 


The Christian editor is determined to be perse- 
cuted; he will be a martyr, God helping him, 
whether or not anyone wants to offer him as a sac- 
rifice. His literalism, as before remarked, is very 
pronouneed, and hence will not admit the possibility 
that the artist may not hav wished to chain him to 
a stake or a cellar floor. But he ignores the sug- 
gestion that if the artist had intended to indicate 
the fate that he, the artist, wished to inflict upon 
him, he would not hav shown him chained to the 
skull of Calvin, and this repudiation of literalism in a 
particular where to cling to it would tell against his 
theory, makes us suspicious of the sincerity of his 
contention. Of course it would be preposterous to 
say that Mr. Heston would for a moment suppose 
that two dogs could be chained to a skull, even if 
that particular ekull could be produced, so as to 
hold them prisoners, and still less reasonable would 
it be to maintain that he meant that the entire edi- 
torial stafts of the two theocratic papers could be 
chained to and held captiv by the skull. Were not 
the theocratic editor so possessed by the desire to 
forcibly suppress those who do not agree with him, 
he would never hav imagined that that cartoon 
meant aught else than it shows upon its face, the 
self-binding of the National Reformers to the dead 
past, represented by the skull of their theological 
father, John Calvin. 

We are told that “dogs do not voluntarily be- 
come afflicted with hydrophobia, neither are they 
born with it.” But hydrophobia is a disease to 
which dogs are subject, some developing it under 
certain conditions of their systems, and others be- 
ing inoculated with it through the bites of their 
afflicted fellow canines. Dogs being born with dog 
natures are necessarily in danger of developing the 
disease and of receiving it from their mates. Not 
all Christians develop the theocratic hydrophobia, 
but they are all subject to it, and it is absurd be- 
yond the power of words to express to insinuate 
that Freethinkers hav forced the poison into their 
veins. 

The Reformer insists that the cartoon, as it in- 


terprets it, “reveals the intolerant, persecuting 
spirit of Tue Troura Szexer.” But if men may 
rightfully suppress mad dogs—which is admitted— 
and if we hold that the same treatment should be 
accorded to the theocrats—which is not admitted— 
what fault can the Reformer find with us if we do 
attempt to defend ourselvs by chaining itself and 
the Statesman? If we should do that we would be 
doing nothing more than it avows its desire to do 
to us. Why does our falsely assumed desire to 
suppress it reveal an “intolerant, persecuting 
spirit,” while its unquestioned desire to suppress 
us reveals only the loftiest love for man and God? 
We hold the theocratic position to be wholly wrong, 
but we hav no desire, nor hav we expressed any de- 
sire, to prosecute theocrats. All we ask is that they 
shall not be given the political power that will en- 
able them to prosecute us and other dissenters. 
We are utterly unable to see any connection be- 
tween our explanation that the cartoon means that 
the theocratic editors are self-chained to the past 
and the demand that we therefore withdraw all our 
charges to -the effect that the National Reform 
movement is animated by the spirit of persecution. 
It has made its own record, and no matter what our 
cartoons may mean, that record cannot be effaced. 
The Reformer may say that crime only should be 
suppressed, and that theocrats would not interfere 
with us if we were “respectable unbelievers,” but 
such professions are very much like cobwebs; they 
can be seen through. So long as theocrats are 
ready to punish “blasphemy” as a crime and hav 
Christian judges and Christian juries to define the 
offense, there is no possibility of liberty of press 
and platform. “Blasphemy” is not a crime, and 
by no possibility can it become a crime; the essen- 
tial element of crime is invasion, and “ blasphemy” 
is not invasion. But the definitions of “ blas- 
phemy,” given by Cooley and other jurists and here- 
tofore quoted against us by the Reformer and 
Statesman, would necessarily, if embodied in law 
and that law enforced, suppress every Freethought 
publication that uses plain English, if Christian 
judges and juries had in their hands the fate of the 
offenders. Even as high-priced books that deal with 
problems of sex and because of their great cost 
and technical style are read chiefly by persons of 
wealth, education, and “respectability,” are not 
molested by the mousing vice societies, while cheap 
pamphlets that put in easy words the same informa- 
tion and theories and because of their small cost 
and simplicity of diction are read by the common 
people, are ruthlessly hunted out of the market; so 
the Christian Reformer would call for the suppres- 
sion of such Freethought publications only as are 
adapted to the comprehension of the masses. It 
knows that the advanced thinkers and the better 
educated class generally are lost to Christianity al- 
ready, but it hopes to hold the millions, and hence 
it is especially enraged against papers that present 
the truth in simple, direct, and forcible English. 


A Catholic Echo of the Covenanters. 


‘The Canadian government ceases joking when it is 
asked to transmit through its mails obnoxious and blas- 
phemous publications. Recently has this commendable 
spirit of the postal authorities shown itself by prohibiting 
an English New York paper, which not only preaches the 
naked unbelief of a Bob Ingersoll, but which also, in the 
most ignorant manner, insults our faith. The Canadian 
government is right; and it is also its duty to protect the 
believing element of the population from the insults to 
its holiest beliefs, 

“That this scandalous paper spits poison and gall 
against Canada, is no more than can be expected. The 
godless hav no peace. Perhaps will the unbridled small- 
writing of the paper finally result in that our postal de- 
partment will pay special attention to the distribution of 
such scandalous literature.”—Der Herold des Glaubens, 
Catholic, St. Louis, Mo. 


From this it appears that a publication may be 
denied the privileges of the mails if it is “ obnox- 
ious” to the ruling class. It is unquestionable that 
this is the meaning of the Covenanter and Catholic 
outery against Taz Trurg Sexxer. The paper is 
obnoxious to them, and as they believe that the 
righteous are the inheritors of the earth and they 
are the righteous, as has been said before of similar 
fanatics, they can see no reason why they should 
not suppress whatever they do not like. But in 
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deference to a supposed popular aversion to perse- 
cution frankly for difference of opinion, they gen- 
.erally allege as an excuse for their impertinence and 
tyranny that the offending person or paper is “secur- 
rilous” or « blasphemous” or “indecent” or “ ob- 
scene.” But these epithets are all of the nature of 
masks, disguising, to the eyes of the undiscriminat- 
ing, the repulsiv features of religious and moral in- 
tolerance. 

Tue Trove Seexr has offended in that it has 
exhibited the “naked unbelief” of Ingersoll. Pre- 
sumably we should hav been free from that charge 
if we had clothed the Agnostic’s arguments in the 
garments of hypocrisy, or if the Colonel himself 
had done so. Orthodox people always hav a great 
abhorrence for the unclothed, quite possibly because 
there is absent from it all suggestion of the mys- 
terious and forbidden. However, our greater of- 
fense is that we hav insulted “our faith,” that is, 
the general faith of the Christians, including the 
Covenanters, and the particular faith of the Catho- 
lios. There is nothing ambiguous about this; it is 
merely the unblushing affirmation that in America 
it is justifiable to suppress a paper which a certain 
school of religionists aver “insults” their faith! If 
you tell a Govenanter, through letter-press or pic- 
ture, that Sunday is no more sacred than Monday, 
he declares that you are a “blasphemer ” and hav 
committed a «crime against the public.” If you 
tell a Catholic, through the medium of types or 
cartoon, that abstaining from eating meat on Fri- 
day is a superstition, he asseverates that you hav 
insulted his faith, his «^ holiest beliefs.” : 

Of course holiness is not an attribute of any be- 
lief ; religious belief depends upon evidence—and it 
takes precious little of it to satisfy Presbyterians and 
Catholies—and the evidence is no more sacred than 
the evidence that proves or disproves the truth of 
an assertion concerning any other matter of human 
knowledge or imagination. No belief, religious or 
otherwise, is rightfully exempt from adverse criti- 
cism and ridicule, and only superstition and bigotry 
will impel any man to say that Canada is under ob- 
ligation to “ protect the believing element of the 
population" from “insults to its holiest beliefs." 
The « believing element" has no more rightful claim 
to such protection than has the unbelieving element. 
But to the orthodox religionist there is no faith 
but his own sacred and deserving of the protection 
of the civil power. 

No, the “godless hav no peace"— where the godly 
hav any chance to disturb them. Giv the godly the 
laws they want, and the godless will hav short 
shrift. This will never be a world of peace until it 
is a godless world. Men filled with the love of god 
hav no room for the love of man unless the men 
they rule over are of the same faith as themselvs. 
This is the most important lesson of human expe- 
rience. l 

Der Herold des Glaubens agrees with its Re- 
formed Presbyterian contemporaries that the postal 
authorities of the United States ought to follow the 
example set by those of Canada, and shut this 
«geandslous" journal out of the mails. This will 
no doubt delight Brothers McAllister, McCrory, 
Stevenson, George, and the rest of the Protestant 
theocrats, but we would whisper in their ears a 
word of prophecy: When you hav successfully 
played the Forerunner part and the Christ of Rome 
is in the federal Constitution you or your childron 
will awake some fine morning to find a Roman 
Catholic holding the postal portfolio at Washington 
and your Presbyterian papers served just as THz 
TaurH Sexxer has been served in Canada with the 
cordial approbation of yourselvs and your far-seeing 
Jesuit allies. “They who take the sword shall perish 
by the sword.” If you had good business sense you 
would unite with the Freethinkers in working for 
the total secularization of the state. That way lies 
your only safety in the end. Continue in your 
present course, and we shall indeed be crucified 
first, but before we are dead you will be decorating 
the crossed poles to the right and left of us. 


roe , 
Ingersolls new lecture, “The Foundations of 
Faith,” is for sale at the low price of twenty-five 


cents. Same style as his other recently issued 
pamphlets. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Latest Prayer Test. 

The Ohristian thaumaturgists are at it again. 
They are once more manufacturing argunients for 
the Rationalists. They seem determined to impress 
on the common mind the fact that prayer is not 
answered. Men and women of exceptional powers 
of intellect and capacity for observation are already 
convinced that prayer goes just so far as the vocal 
organs of the incantationist are able to project it, 
but the masses of unscientific and unthinking peo- 
ple are still under the delusion that it goes much 
farther; that, in truth, it reaches a far-away region 
called “heaven” and penstrates the ear of a being 
who is named « God." And they even believe that 
this magnified man pays heed £o the quintillions of 
supplications that are thus tumbled into his auricular 
appendages and accedes to the contradictory re- 
quests of his subjects. But every few years the 
masses receive an object lesson that staggers the 
open-mouthed faith of at least a small number of 
them. Thirty-five years ago began the terrible civil 
conflict that cost hundreds of thousands of lives 
and billions of dollars’ worth of property. Both 
North and South the people prayed to God that he 
would bestow victory on their side. Remarkable 
as it mightseem at first thought, they prayed to the 
same god. This opened the eyes ofafew. The 
South was beaten; God “gave victory” to the 
North, and this probably opened the eyes of a few 
more. But the South remains the most religious 
part of the nation, and so we may suppose that this 
prayer test did not do very much to enlighten its 
Christian people. Neither did the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln let light into the brains of the 
eredulous devotees on the hither side of the Po- 
tomac. l 

A little more than a decade and a half after the 
close of the Civil War came the mortal wounding 
of President James A. Garfield by Guiteau. The 
surgeons probed for the pistol ball, but could not 
find it. For weeks the president lingered between 
life and death. Meanwhile the Christians prayed. 
They prayed in the privacy of their homes and in 
their churches. They prayed spontaneously and in 
ordered concert. Clergymen prayed. Laymen and 
laywomen prayed. Children prayed. Days were 
given over to prayer by the whole nation. God was 
begged to spare the life of the stricken man. Men 
and women prayed to him in English, in German, 
in Dutch, in French, in Swedish, in Danish, in Nor- 
wegian, in Russian, in Bohemian, in Spanish, and 
in many other other languages. He was prayed to 
not only in the United States, but in the British 
Isles, on the Continent of Europe, in Mexico and 
South America, and in other lands. He was prayed 
to by Trinitarians and by Unitarians, by believers 
in the eternal agony of the wicked and by merciful 
annihilationists, by Catholics and Protestants and 
Greeks, by Methodists and Presbyterians and Uni- 
versalists, by Disciples and Episcopalians and 
United Brethren, and all the rest of the seotarists. 
But all in vain. God did not deign to tell the sur- 
geons where to search for the bullet. He did not 
deign to stretch forth his arm of might and save 
his believing son, the ex-minister. James A. Gar- 
field died in spite of the prayers of the nations. 
This indeed was a prayer test, and it was not a 
prayer test made to order. It came in the course 
of human events, and there could not be said of 
it by hedging Christians, as was said by them of 
the proposition of Professor Tyndall, that it was an 
attempt to make Goda party to his own humilia- 
tion. James A. Garfield died, and with him died 
the faith in prayer of thousands of men and women. 
The Garfield object lesson is yet instructing the 
people. One would suppose that the medicin men 
of the church would never court another such fail- 
ure. But they hav. 

On Thanksgiving Day the Christian Endeavorers 
of Cleveland prayed for the conversion of Robert 
G. Ingersoll to Christianity. At whatever place 
they were at noon, they were pledged to there offer 
upa prayer for this purpose. The woman president 
of the * May You” branch of the society made the 
suggestion, and it was so well received that it was 
embodied in what might be called a general order 
to all the members, Some of the Cleveland minis- 
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| fers thought that, as private prayers were asked for, 


they would not mention the matter publicly before 
their Thanksgiving sermons. Others, notably the 
suburban preachers, prayed long and fervently. At 
the Columbian Labor church, the headquarters of 
the Salvation Army, the praying, under the lead of 
«Joe the Turk," was fast and furious. This is his 
prayer, as reported : 

“O Lord, we hav an arch enemy who is traveling over 
the country. He is working against Thee. He is work- 
ing against us. He is endeavoring to injure the cause. 
We hav all faith in Thee. We believe that Thou canst 
do this thing. Thou hast answered our prayers before, 
and we believe shat Thou wilt do it now, O Lord, Thou 
hast everything aud canst do everything. Save this ene- 
my. Make a friend, a co-worker of him. O God, Thou 
art all-powerfal and holdest everything in Thy hands. 
Answer this our prayer." 


Then followed a half-hour of religious frenzy that 
would hav put a combination of Howling and Danc- 
ing Dervishes to the blush. 

Now, if God has all the power that “Joe the 
Turk” says that he has, he can convert Colonel In- 
gersoll without an effort. But if he does not“ save 
this enemy" we shall be forced to conelude that he 
does not want Colonel Ingersoll to be a Christian. 
In that contingency, there is no help for the Free- 
thinker—he can't be an * Endeavorer," and so we 
hope the “ savad” will stop abusing him. He is one 
of the elect of God unto damnation, and couldn’t 
believe that Jonah had a saloon stateroom in the 
whale, even if he tried to all his life. 

But the Cleveland episode was only the beginning 
of the latest great prayer test. At 2 r.m., Sunday, 
December 1st, all the Christian Endeavorers of the 
United States and Canada, supported by the uni- 
formed legions of the Salvation Army, were to pray 


for the conversion of the Agnostic lecturer andauthor. ` 


Up to the time of going to press the invocations 
hav not taken effect ; Taz Trura SEzkER is informed 
that Colonel Ingersoll is still in full possession of 
his senses, and the ever-genial Charles A. Davis, 
his advertising manager, is kept busy fixing dates 
and arranging routes for the winter campaign. As 
the New York Sun says, the woman president of the 
« May You” branch of the Christian Endeavor 
« has forced upon the public a prayer test bound 
to be of extraordinary notoriety.” After the smoke 
of battle clears away there will be a good many 
more Infidels in the country than there were before 
she fired the first gun. 


J. B. Coulter, one of Tue Teruras Sexxer’s sub. 
scribers, was on November 4th murdered at his 
home, two miles east of Cobden, Ill. He was killed 
by & charge of shot which entered his forehead. 
As a watch and money on his person when killed 
were not taken it is apparent that robbery was not 
the object of the assassin. Mr. Coulter was 69 
years of age. His funeral services were largely at- 
tended and were secular. 

-——"— 

On November 10th the statue of the Virgin Mary 
was crowned at New Orleans with imposing cere- 
monies. A committee of women had begged of the 
citizens the jewels for the crown, but the most sig- 
nificant feature of the occasion was the opening of 
the exercises by the firing of a salute of twelve guns 
at six o'clock by a detachment of the Louisiana 
Field Artillery, while gun salutes were continued at 
intervals during the evening. We suppose that this 
fresh evidence of the growing recognition of relig- 
ion by the state will be very gratifying to our friends 
of the National Reform Association, and we may 
reasonably expect that they will call attention to it 
in their coming convention at Baltimore as omte of 
the most pleasing and encouraging signs of the 
times. But should some one there facetiously ob- 
ject that the participation of the state troops in the 
ceremony of crowning the Virgin was a recognition 
of a sect of Christianity, we should be obliged to 
maintain that the point was not well taken. We 
confess that we cannot understand why Protestants 
are so eager to let the Catholics hav all the benefits 
of the female member of the divine quartet. We 
are constantly told that the effect cannot be greater 
than the cause, and hence the mother of God must 
be greater than God; and if God incarnated in 
Christ should be in the Constitution and be recog- 
nized as King of the nation, it is not reasonable or 
fair to deny to his mother some measure of official 
recognition. She should be at least Queen Regent. 
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Superstition in Present Times. 

[From ‘Recent Reorudescence of Superstition,” by 
Prof. E. P. Evans, in the October Popular Science 
Monthly. 

The convention of Catholics held at Cologne 
[Germany] during the last week in August, 1894, 
passed a resolution urging the immediate founding 
of a university at Fulda, which should be sanc- 
tioned by the pope, controled by the bishops, and 
wholly independent of the state. The kind of in- 
struction which young men would receive in such 


an institution may be easily imagined. The hexa- 
hemera of the fathers and the works of Albertus 


Magnus would be the text-books in natura] science, 


while theology and philosophy would be nothing 


but a rehash of the quiddities and quodlibets of 
Thomas Aquinas and Duns Scotus. 

Two books recently published may be cited as 
fair specimens of the sort of researches to which the 
professors of the proposed Fulda University would 
probably devote their time and talents. The first 
of these volumes is entitled “Wunder und gottliche 
Gnadenerweise bei der Ausstellung des heiligen 
Rockes zu Trier im Jahre 1891;” aktenmássig dar- 
gestellt von Dr. Felix Korum, Bishop von Trier, of 
which a fourth edition has just been issued by the 
Paulinus printing office in Trier (Treves). When 
it was announced in 1890 that the * holy coat” of 
Trier would, after a lapse of forty-six years, be 
again exhibited for the adoration of the faithful, 
many sincere Catholics could hardly believe that, in 
the latter half of the nineteenth century, such an 
appeal to the crassest religious credulity would be 
made, or that it would meet with any general re- 
sponse. Nevertheless the exhibition took place in 
the following year and was crowned with immense 
success. Vast crowds of people flocked to the 
sacred shrine, and rumors went forth throughout 
the land of persons who had touched the garment 
and proved its miraculous virtue by being healed 
of their infirmities. This immense concourse of 
devotees presented to the eyes of the bishop a “ glo- 
rious spectacle” and is characterized by him as in 
itself a * moral miracle ;” a mind less blinded by 
bigotry, and therefore more capable of tracing the 
logical connection between cause and effect, would 
discover in this marvelous phenomenon only the 
natural result of the kind of religious instruction 
that has been systematically imparted by the Cath- 
olic clergy to the souls intrusted to their special 
care and spiritual cure during the last fifty years. 

Dr. Korum seeks to giv his brochure a quasi- 
scientific character by a so-called * documentary 
representation” of the miracles wrought by the 
“holy coat,” consisting of certificates issued by 
obscure curates and country doctors and indorsed 
by an episcopal commission of theologians and 
physicians, who hav very discreetly forgotten to 
sign their names to their reports and thus relieved 
themselvs of all personal responsibility for their 
opinions. The council of Trent decreed that no 
new miracles are to be accepted as authentic unless 
allowed and approved by the diocesan bishop, who, 
after taking the advice of theologians and other 
pious men, is to come to a decision which shall be 
consentaneous to truth and piety (veritati et pietati 
consentanea). Unfortunately, the interests of 
truth and piety are not always identical, and the 
demands of the former are apt to prove fatal to the 
claims of the latter. The diseases reported by our 
author as having been healed were nervous and 
hysterical affections, chorea or St. Vitus’s dance, 
and a few cases of certain milder forms of lupus 
and tabes, which, as is well known, often disappear 
for months and even for years without the aid of 
medicin or miracles. It is also essential to a mira- 
cle that the afflicted person should be instantane- 
ously relieved, or “cured from that very hour.” 
The bishop, however, records no instance of this 
kind; as a rule a very considerable time elapsed, 
often weeks and months, before the contact with 
the “ holy coat" began to produce any perceptible 
effecta ; meanwhile the patient had been subject to 
a variety of sanitary influences, such as change of 
scene and other diversions, any one of which might 
hav brought about the desired result, and in some 
cases also underwent medical treatment. Under 
such circumstances it would be the hight of absurd- 
ity even for those who admit the possibility of the 
miraculous healing of disease to claim that the re- 
covery was due to supernatural causes. Indeed, of 
the thirty-eight cures said to hav taken place during 
the exhibition of the “holy coat,” Dr. Korum owns 
that twenty-seven may hav been effected by natural 
means, thus leaving only eleven in which he would 
fain discover the working of divine agencies. 

One of the most eminent of modern neuropa- 
thologists, the late Professor Charcot, published 
shortly before his death an interesting paper on 
faith-healing, in which he acknowledges the reality 
of the cures performed by this means, and states 


that his own practice furnishes many examples of 
the kind; but every therapeutic miracle, he adds, 
bas its explanation, and we are gradually becoming 
better acquainted with the laws which govern the 
origin and evolution of suth phenomena, and better 
able to trace them to their natural causes. Two 
factors are absolutely essential to cures of this kind; 
first, a peculiar mental constitution of the patient, 
easily accessible to confidence, credulity, or, as it is 
now called, suggestibility; secondly, a certain 
definit form of disease confined to a very small 
province in the domain of therapeutics, and com- 
prising only those affections which the influence 
exerted by the mind upon the body suffices to heal. 
To this class of ailments belong partial or com- 
plete paralysis, cramps, convulsions, and similar 
functional disorders, tumors and ulcers, muscular 
atrophy, defectiv vision, and other troubles of a 
hysterical nature, which can be cured by hypnotic 
suggestion, or by impressing upon the mind of the 
patient the conviction of their non-existence, or by 
appealing to the firm belief in some remedy which 
has no intrinsic virtue. Under such circumstances 
a cripple may recover the use of his limbs simply 
by being commanded to rise up and walk, or a per- 
son suffering from tabes dorsualis may be restored 
to health and strength by wearing a holy relic of 
high repute or by going on a pilgrimage to some 
wonder-working shrine. In both cases the cure is 
effected by the exercise of credulity under more or 
less morbid and abnormal conditions produeed 
either by somnambulism or superstition ; but in nei- 
ther case is the result attributable to supernatural 
causes. The sole aim of the physician is to heal 
the sick, and he should be liberal-minded enough to 
make use of any remedy which experience has 
proved to be effectiv—it may be a pill or a pilgrim- 
age, & dose of sulphur or devotion to a saint. 

An admirable reply to Dr. Korum’s book is a 
brochure of eighty-three pages written by Friedrich 
Jaskowski, entitled * Der Trisrer Rock und seine 
Patienten vom Jahre 1891” (Saarbrucken: Carl 
Schmidtke, 1894). The author is a Catholic priest 
in the diocese of Trier, and therefore under the 
jurisdiction of the bishop, the absurdity of whose 
statements and the untenableness of whose argu- 
ments he so courageously exposes and so conclusivly 
refutes. The holy coat, he says, has been in the 
custody of the cathedral since the twelfth century, 
and was exhibited and adored as asacred relic proba- 
bly a dozen times from 1512 to 1810, but during 
these three centuries no healing virtue or wonder- 
working power was ever ascribed to it. In 1810 
some ignorant and superstitious devotees reported 
that miracles had been wrought by it, but these 
stories were not indorsed by the ecclesiastical au- 
thorities. Not until 1844 did the popular demand 
for miracles become so loud and persistent that 
Bishop Arnoldi finally yielded to it and announced 
officially that “bodily wonders" or miraculous 
cures had been performed. If the holy coat can 
restore the sick, Jaskowski thinks it rather odd that 
it should hav no power of self-restoration ; it gets 
moldy when shut up in & damp closet, wears out by 
use, and has to be cleaned, darned, and patched 
like any other garment. The miracles of healing 
cited by Dr. Korum are then subjected to a critical 
examination and shown to be utterly unworthy of 
credence. In several instances the persons said to 
hav been cured died shortly afterward. Of the 
thirty-eight cases cited, thirteen were men and 
twenty-five women. “ This predilection for the fair 
gex " is a rather suspicious circumstance, indicating 
that the maladies were mostly hysterical and nerv- 
ous and might be easily ameliorated by any influ- 


ence that would powerfully affect the imagination, 


without the aid of either medicin or miracles. 

The success, both devotional and pecuniary, which 
attended the exhibition of the holy coat of Trier in 
1891 on German soil excited the religious and patri- 
otic zeal of French Catholics, who resolved to try 
what healing virtue might still inhere in the * holy 
seamless coat” of Argenteuil. This rival relic, the 
gift of the Byzantine Empress Irene to Charle- 
magne, had nof been officially exposed and had its 
therap‘utic powers publicly tested since 1680, and 
it was decided that the “elevation” should take 
place from May 14 to June 10 in the year of grace 
1894. No sooner was this announcement made than 
it greatly alarmed the jealousy of Trier, whose 
bishop published a pastoral letter denying the gen- 
uinness of the coat at Argenteuil, and inviting the 
faithful to pay their devotions only to that at Trier. 
This view was also taken by a French ecclesiastic, 
the Benedictine Abbe Vonel, who wrote a pamphlet 
declaring that the legend of the Argenteuil relic 
had no historical foundation, and that the whole 
thing was merely a “pious illusion," which the 
church should hav sufficient love of truth as 
well as sense of her own worthiness to repudiate. 


. This conclusion filled the inhabitants of Argenteuil 


with consternation ; especially the tradesmen and 
innkeepers of the little town on the Seine uttered 
loud and indignant protests against the attempt to 
tarnish the traditional glory of this sacred shrine 
and to diminish the prospect of putting money in 
‘their pockets, while the people of Trier rejoiced at 


the condemnation and probable extinction of a 
dangerous competitor. At this juncture Mon. 
seigneur Richard, archbishop of Paris, intervened 
and induced the Abbe Vonel to withdraw his dro. 
chure from publication. In order to remove any 
lingering traces of skepticism from the public mind, 
the bishop of Versailles submitted a small piece of 
the holy seamless coat to the chemists of the Gobe- 


lin manufactory, who reported that the web might 


possibly date from the time of Christ, and that the 
stains may hav been produced by blood; whether 
it was really the vesture upon which the Roman 
soldiers cast lots they would not undertake to de- 
cide. This vague and utterly worthless document 
was eagerly seized upon by the bishop and printed 


in the newspapers as & confirmation of the truth of 
ancient tradition by modern science. 


We may add that the ecclesiastical authorities of 
Argenteuil do not deny the genuinness of the relic’ 
at Trier, but only assert that it is an upper gar- 
ment, one of those which Christ’s crucifiers parted 
among them, whereas theirs is an under garment, 
worn next to the skin, and therefore endowed with 
greater healing virtue than could possibly be pos- 
sessed by a mere overcoat. The masses, however, 
do not seem to hav been seriously affected by the 
accusations and recriminations passed backward 
and forward between the guardians of the two 
shrines vying for public patronage. On May 14th, 
the first day of the “elevation,” thirty-seven ex- 
tra trains left Paris for Argenteuil, and forty-two 
thousand persons paid their devotions to the won- 
der-working coat; and when the exhibition closed 
on June 10th half a million pilgrims had visited the 
little town. 

Another book indicating the rank growth of super- 
stition in recent timesis Dr. Theobald Bischofberg- 
er's * Die Verwaltung des Exorcistats nach Mass- 
gabe des romischen Benediktionale,” of which a new 
edition, revised and enlarged, was published by Roth 
at Stuttgart in 1893. The author evidently prides 
himself upon his powers as an exorcist, and relates 
with great unction and assurance his experiences 
in casting out devils by a hocus-pocus worthy of an 
American medicin-man or an African conjurer. In 
the section of his manual entitled * Recognition of 
Demoniac Diseases” he states that the signs of dia- 
bolical possession are quite conspicuous, but not 
altogether infallible, such as understanding foreign 
tongues without having learned them, and reveal- 
ing the place where objects hav been hidden, a pe- 
culiar faculty now known as mind-reading. 

Diabolical possession, if permitted to continue for 
a long time, finally gets to be chronic and inveter- 
ate, and develops into an organic and incurable 
disease. Very often, too, ib is quite impossible to 
determin whether the demon is the originary cause 
of the malady or merely takes occasion of it to get 
possession of the person through the breach made 
by illness, like an enemy lying in wait and ready to 
seize every opportunity to assault the temporary 
citadel of the soul. Women, however healthy, are, 
from the very nature of their sex, subject to various 
bodily indispositions from which men are wholly 
free, and are therefore more liable to demoniac 
affections; hence the vast number of unfortunate 
women who hav suffered as witches in times past, 
not necessarily because they were wicked or morally 
corrupt, but because they were weak, the devil tak- 
ing advantage of their physical infirmities to get 
possession of their persons and to make them 
the agents of his will. 

The theory that ‘‘sin is the source of demonias 
infestations” is accepted by Dr. Bischofberger only 
in its general application to the human race; if ap- 
plied to individuals and families, he thinks it often 
works great injustice. He censures the conduct of 
many guardians of souls, who say to those afflicted 
by demons: “It serves you right; you ought to 
lead a different life; Satan has power only over bad 
people.” Such remarks betray a lamentable igno- . 
rance of the devil’s devious ways and cunning de- 
vices. Equally reprehensible is it to tell mothers 
who seek help from the church for their suffering 
children: ‘ Your child has been baptized and is in 
a state of saving and sanctifying grace and inacces- 
sible to devils. You must consult a physician.” 
The truth is, adds our author, little children are 
very frequently demoniacally possessed for the same 
reason that women are. 

Demons are said to watch with lively interest the 
progress of modern science and to build great 
hopes upon it. On one occasion, when the priest 
came with consecrated oil (oleum simplex) and 
holy water and began to utter the prescribed exor- 
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cism, the evil spirit cried out: “Woe is me! I 
thought that rubbish had long since gone out of 
vogue and been discarded as dead superstition.” 
In the ages of faith it was customary to cast out 
devils in the presence of the whole congregation ; 
but, owing to the growth of skepticism even among 
so-called believers, it is now deemed better to do it 
scorsum a multitudine (apart from the crowd), 
which would be attracted by idle curiosity rather 
than by the spirit of devotion. It is desirable, 
however, that the priest should select from the 
kinsmen and friends of the energumen a number 
of pious men who, after confessing and taking the 
communion, shall sustain him by prayer and fast- 
ing. Dr. Bischofberger firmly believes that our 
insane asylums contain many demoniacs who might 
be healed by the church, but whom “science falsely 
so called " has condemned to the madhouse and the 
strait-jacket; he condemns the priests who would 
fain show their enlightenment by indorsing the 
decisions of the alienist, and exclaims: “ O spirit 
of the age! How strongly hast thou infected even 
the clergy!” It may also be regarded as & conces- 
sion to this spirit that it is now admissible to call 
in a physician in order to repair the damages done 
by the demon to the bodily organism, whereas in the 
middle ages, and indeed down to the seventeenth 
century, the church positivly forbade any such inter- 
vention, and maintained that the divine power 
which cast out the devil would also heal the breach. 
With the general decline of faith in miracles it is 
permitted to hav recourse to medicin, which, how- 
ever, must be blessed by a priest before being ad- 
ministered to the patient. 

Curiously complicated knots and intricate twists 
and tangles in the hair of animals “are always signs 
of demoniac infestation.” Some eleven years ago 
the cattle of a peasant in Dr. Bischofberger's parish 
had their jaws so cramped and contracted that they 
could hardly eat. The demoniac attack, although 
severest at feeding time, extended more or less over 
the whole day and night. If the cows succeeded 
in getting a little fodder into their mouths, they 
would keep it there almost motionless for half an 
hour or more, and only swallow just enough to keep 
them alive, and after four or five weeks they were 
all reduced to the verge of starvation. Our learned 
doctor of divinity then went through with the pre- 
scribed benedictions of kine, fodder, stall, etc., as 
he informs us, and standing before each animal 
in turn said, “I command you, demon, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that you desist 
from tormenting this creature of God and no 
longer disturb it in the exercise of its natural func- 
tions.” Gradually they began to chew their food 
slowly, and no sooner was across burned in the 
tuft of hair between the horns than they fell to and 
ate with a ravenous appetite. 

In another case with which he had to deal he 
found the devil more obstinate. A peasant woman 
had suffered from various ailments, and after giving 
birth to a child fell into a state of extreme nervous 
prostration. The preceptum probativum indicated 
demoniac infestation. By the use of consecrated 
oil and the proper benedictions the evil spirit was 
cast out of the woman, but went into the stable, 
where the cattle became strongly agitated. The 
bovine benedictions expelled it from the cattle, when 
it returned to the woman, from whom it passed into 
her husband and children, but, owing to their good 
health and bodily soundness, it could find no firm 
foothold there and was easily driven out, where- 
upon it went back to the woman and one of the 
cows. A veterinarian gave the animal some medi- 
cin, which the priest had blessed, and benedictions 
were pronounced upon the entire building with all 

‘its inmates, men and cattle. Shortly afterward it 
was found that the devil, instead of going back to 
hell as told to do, had taken up his abode in the 
well, which was about half a dozen yards from the 
house, for no sooner did the cows drink the water 
than their hair bristled and stood on end; also the 
woman had a relapse after taking a sip of it. Dr. 
Bischofberger expelled the devil from the well by 
throwing into it a little consecrated salt, and, after 

‘chasing him with the weapons of the church from 
one nook and corner to another, finally succeeded 
in getting rid of him and purgating the whole 
premises. ‘We thus see,” he concludes, “how the 
demon makes every effort to deceive, weary, and 
discourage the officiating priest.” | 

In conclusion, the author of this manual of exor- 
cism says, “ People fondly imagin that these cun- 
ning devices of the Prince of Darkness may hav 
been practiced in former centuries, but that they 
hav been dissipated by the light of the nineteenth 
century like the mist before the sun.” . His thirty- 
seven years’ experience as & priest prove this opti- 
mistic assumption to be wholly unfounded. 
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The Religion of Deeds and the Religion 
Words. 


Every Stoic was a Stoic, but in Chri : 
the Ghristien?.- Emerson” istendom where is 


"Tis writ: **In the beginning was the word!” 
I pause, perplexed! Who now will help afford? 
I eannot the mere word so highly prize; 
I must translate it otherwise, 
If by the spirit guided as I read. 
**In the beginning was the sense!" Take heed 
The import of this primal sentence weigh, , 
Lest thy hasty pen be led astray! 
Is force creativ then of sense the dower? 
‘In the beginning was the power!” 
Thus should it stand: yet while the lines I trace 
A something warns me once more to efface. 
The spirit aids; from anxious scruples freed. 
I write: *'Tn the beginning was the deed!” ” 
— Goethe. 
Robert Burns once said that of all nonsense 
religious nonsense is the most nonsensical. Burns 
spoke of the religious nonsense of his time, but his 
rule holds good when applied to the religious non- 
sense of our own time. Religion is subject to the 
laws of evolution; the religions of the present hav 
evolved from the religions of the past and are in 
many respects an improvement upon their parents, 
but the religious nonsense of the present is as non- 
sensical as it was centuries ago. Some fine speci- 
mens of rel'gious nonsense are put on exhibition 
every year during the long winter evenings at the 
church revival meetings. The Methodist church is 
especially activ in this line. It beats all its rivals. 
The midwinter exhibitions of the Methodist church 
are perhaps the finest of the kind we hav in this 
country. The revivalists are undoubtedly well- 
meaning men and women; they are honest and 
sincere; they work for what they believe to be the 
benefit of mankind, and yet I hav no hesitation in 
saying that the revival meetings, far from being a 
benefit, are an injury to mankind. The enthusiasm 
of the revivalists is very commendable, and many 
Freethinkers and reformers cən take lessons from 
them. Without enthusiasm we cannot accomplish 
anything great. In fact, I am of the opinion that 


of 


if the movement of progress is very slow, it is to & 


great extent due to the fact that many of the so- 
called reformers and Freethinkers are not activ 
workers; they lack enthusiasm. Ideas cannot be 
of great value unless their possessors can use them 
for the benefit of others. Heine says: 

We.do ut take possession of our ideas, but are possessed 

em. 

They master us and force us into the arena, 

Where, like gladiators, we must fight for them. 

But people with no enthusiasm seldom fight for 
their ideas. Giv us enthusiastic men and women 
and the world will be saved ; but while enthusiasm 
can do a great deal of good, it can also do a great 
deal of evil. Enthusiasm in the wrong direction 
cannot but be harmful. 

The aim of the revival meetings, it is claimed, is 
to convert unbelievers to “Christianity” and thus 
save them from a burning hell in the next world. 
«Save your souls, flee from the wrath to come,” is 
the burden of their song. The sufferings of the 
unconverted in the fiames of hell are portrayed in 
such dark colors that weak-minded persons are 
terrified to death and often become insane. The 
revival meeting often furnishes inmates for the 
lunatic asylum. An English man of science, who 
prides himself on being a Catholic, not long ago 
tried to prove that there is real * happiness in hell,” 
but our Methodist friends of the revival meetings 
reject such a doctrin as unworthy of notice. Let 
scientific Catholics talk as they will; let the revised 
version of the Bible put out the flames-of hell; it 
makes no difference to them; they keep on preach- 
ing a red-hot hell, as if nothing had happened. 
Strange our Methodist brethren will not preach an 
old-fashioned hell in their ordinary Sunday ser- 
mons; they will sometimes even admit that hell is 
not a place but a condition, but as soon as they 
start s revival meeting, they “raise hell” in 
earnest and are very liberal in distributing fire and 
brimstone. 

We constantly boast of the great achievements 
of the nineteenth century, of the great statesmen, 
poets, philosophers, scientists, and inventors it has 
produced ; of the great progress we hav made in all 
departments of knowledge. 
It cannot be denied that the present century has 
done a great deal to enlighten and elevate humanity. 
Pessimists may bewail its faults and limitations; 
they may call our attention to the fact that the con- 
dition of the masses is no better now than it was & 
hundred years ago; that slavery exists in fact, 
if not in name; that greed and avarice are tri- 
umphant. These are, of course, serious and dam- 
aging charges; still, I am of the opinion that in 
spite of all faults this century is by far the greatest 
in the history of the world.. But when I enter a 
Methodist church during a revival meeting, I am 


All this may be true. 


inclined to think that the nineteenth century is not 
a reality but a dream, that Darwin and Haeckel 
never existed, and that we still livin the Middle 
Ages. - 

I hav said, and I say again, that I hav nothing to 

say against the revivalists as men; I hav nothing 
but admiration for their zeal and sincerity. If they 
really believe that Calvin and Torquemada are en- 
joying eternal bliss in heaven, while Goethe and 
Darwin are in hell, it is not only their right but 
their duty to say so; but what shall we say of a 
religion that teaches us such a monstrous doctrin ? 
Think of a heaven which has no place for many of 
the best and greatest men, but which welcomes some 
of the worst specimens of humanity, who become 
“converted” on their death beds! Think of a God 
who damns a good man for failing to believe some- 
thing which he could not believe ! 
' To convert men to Christianity, or at least to 
that portion of Christianity which teaches us to be 
kind, merciful, pure in heart, to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, to do our duty regardless of 
how it may affect our personal happiness, to make 
peace with our brother-man before offering a sacri- 
fice at the altar of God, and to do as we would be 
done by, is a praiseworthy work; but how much of 
such Christianity do we find in our churches? How 
many “Christians” make a practical application of 
the teachings of Jesus? The name of Jesus is 
altogether too often on the lips of the professed 
Christians, but of what use is the name if it does 
not inspire men to liv better lives and improve the 
condition of the world? “In the beginning was 
the word,” quotes the so-called Christian, but 
Goethe, who was of a true religious nature, says: 
“In the beginning was the deed.” This is the 
Alpha and Omega of true religion; this is the hope 
and consolation of humanity. “I cannot the mere 
word so highly prize,” but what is the religion of the 
churches if not the mere word? If the deed exists 
at all, it is so hidden in an obscure corner behind a 
mass of creeds, doctrins, and ceremonies that it is 
almost invisible. 

Imagin a man who had never crossed the thresh- 
old of & Christian church, but who is acquainted 
with the teachings of Jesus. Let such a man find. 
his way into one of our orthodox churches during a 
revival meeting and he will not be able to under- 
stand what connection there is between the church 
performances and the religion of Jesus, and yet 
the worshipers of the “word” honestly believe 
that they are real Christians doing the will of 
Jesus. 

We are in a great need of revivals, but not of the 
Sam Jones type. Let us hava grand revival of the 
religion of humanity which teaches us to educate, 
enlighten, and make this world’s paradise. If the 
churches want to do some good, let them preach 
such a religion. They must vacate the realm of the 
unknown and keep their feet on terra firma. If 
there is a God, he is able to take care of himself ; 
he has no need of the help of the priest and parson. 
Let the churches cease talking so much about 
heaven and hell; let the preachers stop giving us 
nonsensical descriptions of how the inhabitants of 
those countries enjoy themselvs. Are the preachers 
sure that they know the truth about heaven and 
hell? They hav never visited the realm of the un- 
known; all they can do is to guess. Are we under 
obligation to accept their guess as the only true 
one? Cannot every thinking man do his own guess- 
ing about matters which admit of no proof? Why 
should we trouble ourselvs about problems beyond 
the power of men to solve? Why gaze at the stars 
and leave the mud under our feet in its present 
condition? Heaven and hell sre mere shadows, but 
the world in which we liv is a reality. So let our 
ministers do something for this world, let them try 
to alleviate the sufferings of this life. Instead of 
helping God, let them help man; instead of fighting 
an imaginary, invisible Satan, let them fight the 
real, visible Satan of crime, Vice, injustice, and ig- 
norance; let them, in short, become teachers of 
mankind; let them say, with Abou Ben Adhem: 
« Write me as.one who loves his fellowmen!” If 
they do this, the future generations will rise and 
call them blessed, but if they persist in following 
their present course, the future will hav no use for 
them. They will become fossils to be placed in a 
museum of antiquities. Cyrus W. CoornipaE. 

Oyster Bay, L. I., N. Y., Nov. 18, 295. _ 
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A Youthftul Friendship Renewed. 
From the London Freethinker. 

A few days ago in conversation with Mr. George 
Anderson we learnt that he had just been in communi- 
cation with a friend he had lost sight of for more than 
forty years, and all through one of Mr. Putnam’s let- 
ters in Tus Trova Seexer. The friend in question 
saw a reference to George Anderson there, and said to 
himself, « Why, that must bemy George Anderson.” 


i 
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He wrote and discovered that it was, and now they 
are “ Dear Georging " and “Dear Williaming" each 
other as though they had parted only yesterday. 
So strong is the friendship formed in the godlike 


time of youth. 


Fifty years ago Mr. Anderson belonged to à Young 
Men's Society at Arbroath, and he converted nearly 
all the members to Freethought; though the Society 
degenerated when he left it, for when he returned 
some time afterwards he found them discussing 
whether an old maid or a young widow made the 


best wife. 


It was at this period of his life that Mr. Anderson 
became acquainted with William Cant Sturoc, who 
visited America, settled down there, and so disap- 
peared. The place of his settlement was Sunapee, 
Sullivan Co., N.H. He was admitted to the bar in 
1855, and is now a respected citizen, widely known 
for intelligence and integrity, for liberal thought 
and a certain poetic gift which even law has not 
succeeded in suppressing. A portrait of him ap- 
peared in the Granite Monthly for December, 1893. 
The face is keen and intellectual, with geniality and 


humor about the eyes and mouth. 


Mr. Anderson asked Mr. Sturoc whether the law 
over there was as badly against Freethought as it is 
Mr. Sturoc replies that there is no state law 
against selling tickets or charging a door-fee on Sun- 
day, but municipal regulations hav lately been en- 
forced to put down Sunday theatricals and concerts. 
There are occasionally fanatical outbursts, encour- 
So- 
cieties may take and hold property, but the inten- 


here. 


aged by the clergy, against individual rights. 


tion of testators is sometimes frustrated by bigoted 
judges. 


The Liberal Club. 


The writer of these lines attended, on Friday 
evening, November 29th, the 767th regular meeting 
of the Manhattan Liberal Club. Upon his waist- 
coat, made conspicuous by a moderate exuberance 
of person, he wore the badge-pin of Freethought. 
There was a debate in sight, and the hall was inor- 
dinately full, some of the listeners occupying picnic 
chairs in the vestibule. Mrs. Emma Beckwith pre- 
sided, impartially extending or shortening the time 
of the speakers as their eftorts seemed to her good 
or otherwise. : 

The Rev. E. J. O. Millington, who is understood 
to be a Presbyterian, opened the discussion of the 
subject—“ The Authority and Necessity for Faith.” 
Mr. Millington is still a young man, with a build 
like Franklin Steiner's and a face twice as long. 
His thick auburn hair lay smooth across the top of 
the head and undulated properly elsewhere. His 
hands were white, his countenance pale. He was 
armed with a roll of manuscript. Having made his 
bow, he assured the audience that it gave him great 
pleasure to be there. He represented no church, 
and would not be held responsible for what any 
school of theology might teach. He would define 
faith as “assent to testimony.” If the testimony 
appeared satisfactory, we were justified in believing. 
He quoted Aristotle, Dr. McCosh, and Professor 
Drummond, and also cited Ingersoll, but did not 
quote him, to show that the highest knowledge is 
not scientific. His faith, he said, was not contrary 
to anything that he knew, nor was it antagonistie 
to reason. He was an evolutionist, but he found 
that evolution made great demands upon his faith— 
he must accept the testimony of the men who had 
done theinvestigating. The value of the testimony 
was the thing to be fought over. Defining his 
own faith, Mr. Millington said that he believed in 
God, the creator and father, and his good will 
toward mankind; in the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
reality of sin, and the necessity and possibility of 
redemption; that the wages of sin were death, and 
the gift of God the same old life eternal; that the 
gospels were a perfectly credible history of Christ, 
but that Christ himself is the real authority. Inci- 
dentally, he would be pleased to defend the relia- 
bility of the gospels against any who chose to ques- 
tion it. Christ became inexplicable on the hypoth- 
esis that he was merely human. He was not re- 
lated to his age and nation, nor even to any other, 
and such was his marvelous nature that he in him- 
self furnished the only necessary proof of the exist- 
ence of God. Humanity could not hav produced 
him. There was magic in his name, which was 
mighty unto redemption from sin, and the Rev. 
Mr. Millington would rest his case upon saved men. 

Mr. Millington made a good impression. He was 
not at all abusiv; he gave Freethinkerg the credit 
of searching for truth with as great earnestness as 
the same quest is followed by Christians, and be- 
lieved that all could get together on a platform of 
doing good. Only, he prophesied, when we got 
there, Christ would be the central figure. He took 
his seat cheered by hearty applause. 

Then came Mr. Thaddeus B. Wakeman to correct 
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Mr. Millington’s errors. This contention, Mr. 
Wakeman said, could not be fought to a finish, for 
the reason that the combatants were not in the 
same ring and could not reach each other over the 
ropes. Mr. Millington lingered in the world of 


long since thrown that method overboard and 
swabbed the decks. He no longer relied on testi- 
mony, but upon evidence. We might doubt the 
testimony of Copernicus or of Newton, but an 


Newton’s mathematics were correct. Science is 
verifiable truth, and there is no other way to prove 
anything. Thought and things agreeing constitute 
truth. Mr. Millington believed in God, but what 
god? How does he present him to our mindst He 


of the world, or he is a spook—an illusion of the 
ual. The old theological god is out of history and out 


is thinkable. Phenomena form an infinit series, and 
to attempt to follow them back to any beginning is 
like carrying out a circulating decimal—for ex- 
ample, dividing 10 by 3. Theology is opposed 
because it is not true, and neither is it good. The 
difference between science and religion is not in- 
tellectual, but ethical; for to teach, as theology 
does, the creation and afterwards the extermination 
of the human race, is untrue and immoral. The 
man who still promulgates the old superstitions of 
the Bible is out of all comity with the progressiv 
world. Consciously or unconsciously he is a fraud, 
and the truth is not inhim. The Old Testament 
creation story is absurd. but the crowning absurd- 
ity is thé creation of Christ as a redeemer—the 
notion that God made men good, that they degen- 
erated and made it necessary for him to drown 
them out; that the descendants of the survivors 
got worse still, and that God was compelled to kill 
his own son as an excuse for saving them. Such 
teaching, in addition to being absurd, is basely im- 
moral. The idea of exclusiv salvation has had the 
effect of turning the earth into a huge blood pud- 
ding, and the Christians of to-day owe mankind an 
abject apology for the atrocities committed in the 
name of their religion. 

Christ, said Mr. Wakeman, never existed as one 
man. There was no man living in the first cent- 
ury who held the notions attributed to Christ 
by Mr. Millington, and if Jesus of Nazareth were 
in the hell he would not understand a word the 
reverend gentleman had said. Mr. Millington's 
Christ was an ideal of the nineteenth century. No 
man Christ, who walked on two feet, is known to 
definit history. He has been removed, and the 
Christ of the gospels is the composit photograph of 
at least five different characters, or appearances, 
who embodied the notions of the Jewish insurgents 
against the Roman government. This will appear 
from reading the New Testament history in the fol- 
lowing order: 1. The espistles of Paul; 2. Revela- 
tion; 3. Mark’s gospel; 4. Matthew; 5. Luke; 
6. The Acts; 7. St. John. The notion was that 


| when the messiah came the kingdom of heaven men: 


tioned in the Lord's Prayer would descend from 
the sky, the Romans would be wiped out, and the 
reign of David restored to the Jews. Christ is re- 
ported as saying that those within the sound of his 
voice would witness these things. The Christ idea 
is the worst enemy of the human race. It is em- 
bodied in the czardom of Russia and in the pope- 
dom of Rome. Its fruits are witnessed in the his- 
tory of Christianity and in the Armenian atrocities 
of to-day. 

Mr. Wakeman was even more vociferously cheered 
than Mr. Millington had been, and there was a 
short discussion by volunteers. Mr. Henry Frank 
supplemented Mr. Wakeman’s notion of God as the 
Eternal Fact by suggesting that the deity might 
be conceived of as the Moral Energy of the uni- 
verse. He added that Christianity once depended 
on the miracles of Christ; that it had afterwards 
changed its base to his bodily resurrection, and 
now, driven from that refuge, it rested its case on 
Christ’s personality, which was quite as unstable as 
the foundations it had abandoned. 

Then Mr. Henry Nichols got in a word or two. 
Mr. Nichols inhabits this immoral sphere by a su- 
preme act of condescension, and attends the meet- 
ings of the Liberal Club at a great sacrifice of self- 
respect. He first instanced the fact—which is 
admitted by all, of course—that the world owes its 
civilization to the benign influence of Christianity. 
All our educational institutions are Ohristian. An 
auditor suggested Girard College, but Mr. Nichols 
put him down at once by stating that the Chris- 
tians controled Girard’s institution. The interrup- 
ter could only murmur “Stolen!” while Mr. Nichols 
went triumphantly on. He asked if it was pro- 


tradition and theology, and his method was theo- 
logical and traditionary, while Mr. Wakeman had 


eclipse proved that the Copernican system and 


must be conceived of as the Eternal Fact, the totality 


childhood of the race, as Santa Olaus is of the individ- 


of the thought of enlightened people. No creator 
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posed to do away with the churches and substitute 
the Liberal Club, with its salacious discourse, where 
a man could not safely bring his family. (At this 
the wearer of the badge-pin glanced apprehensivly 
at his own family, but as one member thereof was 
tight asleep and the other on the broad grin, he 
was reassured.) And then your literature, said Mr. 
Nichols; what hav you got? He went on to say 
that the publisher of the leading Freethought 
journal—meaning Tue Taura Szzxer—had con- 
fessed to him that the policy of the paper was to 
cater to the degraded element. (The present pub- 
lisher authorizes the writer to say that so far as he 
is a judge the above statement by Mr. Nichols has 
all the elements which constitute a lie.) Time pre- 
vented the speaker from elaborating his views, but 
he is understood to be something of a conservativ, 
especially on the population question. As a suc- 
cessor to the Rev. George Vaughan, he leaves noth- 
ing to be regtetted. 

Mr. Rowley, of Brooklyn, was refreshing after 
the old gentleman who had last spokeh, and pavé 
new life to the discussion. He declined to ab- 
knowledge the authority of faith, which was always 
great, he said, in proportion to the ignorance of the 
person who exercised it. The man who walked by 
faith needed no knowledge, and generally possessed 
little ; while those who possessed knowledge had no 
use whatever for faith. Science made no demands 
on credulity. If we doubt, we hav only to investi- 
gate and verify; and if we do not choose to do that, 
we pay the penalty by continuing ill-informed. 
Tempus was fugiting rapidly, and Mr. Rowley had 
a short inning. l " 

Mr. Millington, in his rejoinder, maititained two 
points: First, that belief in God rests on testimony, 
and he adopted Santa Claus as an illustration. The 
child believes in Santa Claus because it finds the 
gifts on Christmas morning. This point seemed to 
the audience generally to prove exactly what Mr. 
Wakeman had said on the same subject Secondly, 
Christ must hav been divine because there is no 
other name to “kunjer” with and save men from 
sin. Find another, said Mr. Millington, slapping 
his shin with one hand and banging the desk with 
the other, and you hav proved your case. 

Mr. Wakeman, in rejoining, had no difficulty in 
finding the names. He mentioned the lights of 
science and Freethought—Darwin, Huxley, Thomas 
Paine—at which Mr. Nichols arose and solemnly 
asked, * Do you class those men with Bob Inger- 
soll and your crowd here?” Mr. Wakeman told 
Mr. Nichols that he did, and the audience told Mr. 
Nichols to sit down—and he sat. The speaker 
said that he and the colonel could not agree on 
many points, but that all his opposition to the great 
iconoclast in minor matters was swallowed up in 
admiration for the services of Ingersoll as a de- 
stroyer of superstition; for this he was ready to 
kiss the hem of his garment. Mr. Millington kept 


his feet much of the time while his opponent was 


speaking, and the two alternately shook their 
fingers at each other and addressed the audience. 
Neither sueceeded in maintaining his gravity, and 
general hilariousness prevailed. The debate proved 
so interesting withal that the house was still 
crowded when at 11 o'clock: the disputants shook 
hands and expressed a hope to meet again in this 
world. 


VN APT PR SS es 
A Plea for United Action. 

The evolution of Freethought in this country has 
reached the point when co-operation is the supreme 
necessity. There is not only more defensiv work 
to be done; not only is the enemy more aggressiv 
and dangerous, but the time has arrived for the 
process of building, of organizing the fruits of vic- 
tory into means of human progress. If we do not 
do this, all the bitter struggles of Freethought will 
only make the church more powerful; for, in its 
own way, the church will use the advantages attained 
by Freethought to aggrandize itself. Not only 
does the church throttle the individual Freethinker, 
but it robs him also of the results of his sacrifice. 
It condemns his good name, but appropriates his 
intellectual property. If Freethought itself does 
not evolve into an organized power, it will simply 
play into the hands of the church. The church will 
use it, as it uses art, science, and philosophy, to su- 
gar the pill of its tyranny. The church fights the 
individual Freethinker ; it will kill him if possible, 
for it cannot use the Freethinker as a living man. 
But when the Freethinker is dead it can and does 
claim his discovery, and uses it to make more brill- 
iant its own laurels and enlarge its despotism. It 
will not do to fight the church single-handed, for 
when the most valiant Freethinker dies, the church 
claims his body, buries him, defames him, and 
utilizes his mental wealth. Is it not time that 
Freethought should claim its own; that it should 
be an independent movement, and enjoy the fruits 
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of its own glorious victories? Is the church to be- 
come the final master of the human race, so that 
even the Freethinker is its servant? This will as- 
suredly be the case if there is no co-operation 
among Freethinkers. 

The church is the arch-monopolist, and it would 
monopolize intellect and all that intellect produces. 
It will snatch the honey of the Freethinker’s lonely 
toil, while it leaves him to starvation and martyrdom. 

The conflict between the forces of the church and 
radical Freethought is fundamental. It is not 
the results of Freethought which benefit the world, 
so much as its method, which is always the suprem- 
acy of reason and experience, and the utter aboli- 
tion of faith. It is not the truth merely that is of 
service, but the way in which we acquire the truth. 
One may accept truth with slavish spirit, as he ac- 
cepts gold and jewels. The gold and jewels are of 
value, but of what value if worn merely as the orna- 
ment of servitude? Of what value is truth if you 
accept it as you would accept error itself, without 
toil or investigation? It is not the truth itself 
that is best, but the constant search after the truth 
by free inquiry. The church frequently accepts the 
results of Freethought, like the robber that itis; 
but it opposes tooth and nail the method of Free- 
thought. It is the method of Freethought that 
keeps eternally bright the progress of mankind, 
and defies the church. It is the method upon 
which we organize, not upon the results of 
that method. We organize upon no truth, however 
large and permanent, but upon the way in which 
that truth is discovered and sheds its blessings 
upon the world. 

We do not organize upon any creed, even if that 
creed contains the beauty and grandeur of all ascer- 
tained truth; for the moment we do this then as- 
certained truth is the prison-house of the human 
mind. Ascertained truth is always limited, and if 
made the boundary of human thought it becomes 
radically false. Being a true thing in a false rela- 
tion, it is the most abominable of lies. 

We organize upon the basis of free inquiry in 
every direction and to every possible result. It is 
this basis, this method, that the church is now at- 
tacking and which we must defend. In behalf of 
this method of Freethought we do not in this 
American Republic hav free speech, free press, or 
free mails. More and more is the church endeav- 
oring to place its restrictions on these, for more 
and more it sees that the method of Freethought is 
eventually its destruction. 

We are therefore in the midst of a battle; the 
battle for human rights, the right to think, the 
right to be free and equal. We hav against us a 
mighty and disciplined host. While there are many 
thousands openly upon our side and a silent ma- 
jority of millions, still we are at a disadvantage 
because we lack acommon organization. At pres- 
ent, in Freethought, it is too much every man for 
himself. A great deal is accomplished by this in- 
dividual effort, and it should be maintained con- 
stantly; but in addition to individual effort, why 
should we not hav combined and universal effort? 
Every activ Freethinker must see the availability 
of this united action and that it is the condition of 
complete success. The American Secular Union 
and Freethought Federation is the only national 
organization to carry on the warfare for political 
freedom. We must support this or cease to co- 
operate, let things drift, and allow the church to 
manipulate politics without opposition. Undoubt- 
edly there are thousands of Freethinkers in this 
country who are willing to unite. Let us reach 
them by all possible means, and enroll them in our 
ranks. The officers of the Union and Federation 
need the support of every Freethinker. Do not fail 
to become a member. The fee is only nominal, 
one dollar; and the fund thus raised will be of 
invaluable service. 

We must work in Congress, on the platform, and 
through the press. The non-taxation of churches, 
the Bible in schools, and Sabbath laws are the 
great questions that confront us throughout the 
- land. Other questions are looming in the future— 
` G@od-in-the-Constitution, blasphemy laws, and re- 
strictions of the mails. To meet these questions 
we must hav an organized force; we must hav com- 
radeship and disciplin. If a few thousand will thus 
combine we shall exercise a vast influence. 

Let every activ Freethinker do what he can to 
secure memberships. Write to the secretary for in- 
struction, for documents, and the constitution. 
Organize a local society wherever possible, and affili- 
ate with the national association. Induce your 
friends to contribute to the cause. Let us make a 
grand effort for a five thousand membership this 
year. This will multiply our means of usefulness 
& hundredfold. It will insure the triumph of our 
cause. Three hundred Greeks held back a million 


Persians, We can do the like by united action, for! 


we are fighting against barbarism and tyranny, and 
the progress of man is our inspiration and strength. 
Join the Union and Federation at once. Now is 
the time. We hav one national organization, and 
it was never in better trim for work. Giv us the 
means to go forward as never before in the cause of 
liberty and civilization. 

Address all communications to E. C. Reichwald, 
secretary, headquarters, 141 South Water street, 
Chicago. 

Remember that we are struggling, not for our- 
selvs only, but for all the world, and the genera- 
tions that come after us. Our contest is as deep 
and broad as humanity itself. The voices of the 
martyred past are with us, and the happiness of 
unborn millions is our goal. Sawuzn P. Purnay, 
President of American Secular Union and Free- 

thought Federation. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Dr. G. E. Morrison, in his book, “An Australian 
in China,” shows that it will take the Protestant 
missionaries, at the rate of conversion that they 
reached in 1893, about 125,000 years to bring the 
400,000,000 of the population of China into the 
fold of Christ, admitting that all the so-called “ con- 
verts” remain in the fold after they are corraled, 
which, of course, is too preposterous to believe, in 
the light of experience. Certainly not a very en- 


couraging prospect. 


It is pleasant reading, this note about Prof. Hjal- 
mar Hjorth Boyesen, given out on the authority of 
the Philadelphia Press: ‘His most important 
achievement was his work on Goethe, which was 
translated into German. Jie was told by the Prus- 
sian Ministry of Instruction that it would be used 
as a text-book if he would expunge sundry Liberal 
passages, and to his lasting credit be it gratefully 
remembered, now that he is gone, he refused to 
alter his opinions to earn royalties.” Literary in- 
dependence is so rare in this age that such an ex- 
ample as that set by Professor Boyesen is very re- 
freshing and encouraging. It is the most lament- 
able fact of the time that our writers are, as a rule, 
the slaves of the dollar, the parson, and the young 
person. We call it the most lamentable fact, be 
cause without free and fearless writers corruption 
and tyranny can degrade and oppress without let 
or hindrance. 


‘According to popular opinion, he [Ingersoll] has 
spent a large part of his p'iblie life ridiculing the Bible. 
He has never uttered one single word of ridicule for the 
Bible itself. He has only ridiculed certain unfounded 
conceptions of the Bible which he regarded as standing 
in the way of human freedom and the progress of human 
thought.” —Rev. Minot J. Savage. : 

Mr. Savage is partly right and partly wrong. It 
is true that Colonel Ingersoll and other Freethink- 
ers hav ridiculed the conception of the Bible as an 
infallible revelation of the will of a perfect god, but 
he and they hav also ridiculed the Bible itself—that 
is, many parts of it—because of its inherent unreason- 
ableness and the cruelty, in numerous instances, of 
its precepts. No matter what its origin, the Bible 
contains much that calls for ridicule, and Ingersoll 
has not refrained from bestowing it. Not all the 
conceptions of the book which he has ridiculed are 
“unfounded”; in fact, the most of them are based 
on the clear and unmistakable affirmations of the 


volume itself. 


In Maryland the mob who were lynching a man 
“reverently took off their hats" while prayer was 
offered for the soul of the victim. In consonance 
with invariable Christian custom, they were ready 
to ask God to hav mercy on the soul of a man for 


whose body they could show no mercy. So hot were 


they for the vengeance they formally asked their 
God not to duplicate that they could not wait for 
the guilt or innocence of the prisoner to be judi- 
cially determined and his punishment, if he was 
adjudged guilty, meted out by the officers of the 
law which they pretend to reverence. Of them a 
correspondent of the World truly says: “They are 
possessed by the same ignorant fanaticism, the 
same mistaken zeal for a perverted idea of justice, 
which made our ancestors burn witches at the stake,” 
and he adds that ‘the one effectual remedy for 
such diseases” is education. And he might well 
hav said still further that that education will not 


be advanced by putting the Bible back into the 
schools in Chicago, or keeping it in the schools else- 
where. 


ES eee ee 

It isn’t a great way from now to the sun festival 
known as Christmas—an adaptation of pagan rites 
to Christian necessities—and those who intend to 
follow the pretty custom of making presents to 
their friends on that occasion will find on another 
page of this issue of Taz Trova Seeger a list of 
books suitable for that purpose. If our friends 
desire we can hold the books till a few days before 
the festival and mail or express them so that they 
will reach the destination at the right time. A 
present that we would recommend is to send to 
your Liberal friend who does not now take it, a 
copy of Tue Truru Seexer a year for $8, which 
carries with it a copy of the “Freethinker’s Picto- 
trial Text-Book” in boards. For $3.50 we will send 
cloth bound book, with gilt side stamp—a hand- 
some present indeed, with the added attraction of 
a weekly remembrance from yourself to your friend 
in the shape of Tue Truru Szzxzr. Such a present 
will do you good, your friend good, and us good— 
a combination of goodness which seems hard to 


resist. 
——— — — p —— 


Some Reasons Wuy. By Robert G. Ingersoll A new 
lecture never before in print. Paper, 25 cents. 
Contents: Some Reasons Why. Dutiesto God. In- 
spiration. God’s Experiment With the Jews. Civil- 
ized Countries. A Comparison of Books. The New 
Testament. Christ’s Mission. Eternal Pain. 


Something of the epigrammatie eloquence and 
logie of this lecture can be seen from the conclud- 
ing paragraphs: “The Old Testament filled this 
world with tyranny and injustice, and the New givs 
us a future filled with pain for nearly all the sons of 
men. The Old Testament describes the hell of the 
past, and the New the hell of the future. The Old 
Testament tells us the frightful things that God 
has done; the New, the frightful things that he 
will do. These two books giv us the sufferings of 
the pastand the future—the injustice, the agony, 
and the tears of both worlds.” 


EEE 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 
8—Kansas City, Mo............. eee The Bible 


Deo. 


Deo. 9 -Sedalis, Mo............... The Foundations of Faith 
Dec. 10—Indianapolis, Ind. ....The Foundations of Faith 
Dec. 11—Newark, O........................... 

Deo. 15 — Washington, D. O..... The Foundations of Faith 
Dec. 17— Baltimore, Md.......... The Foundations of Faith 
Dec. ?2 —Brooklyn, E. D. (Williamsburg), N. Y. 

Deo. 29—Jersey City, N. J................. 


$$ 
Lectures and Meetings. 
Tae Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 


secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 


Tun Newark, N. J., Liberal League meets every Sun- 
day afternoon at 3 o’clock at 177 Halsey st., corner of 
Market. Dec. 8th—Edward Dobson; subject, ** Civiliza- 
tion and Freethought.” 

Tum First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 

Taz Omaha (Neb.) Philosophical Society meets every 
Sunday at 2.30 r.m., in Washington Hall, 18th and Har- 
ney streets. Questions pertaining to theology, Free- 
thought, and science freely discussed. All are welcome, 


Tam Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o’clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M 
P. McLeod, secretary, 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. adical Library open from 7:30 A.M. 
to 10 r.m. ; dues, 15 cents per month. 

Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 16th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Dec. 6th—S. P. Putnam; subject, 
“ Freethought in England." 


S. P. Purvam’s lecture engagements: 
Dec. 6th, Manhattan Lib- Dec. 29th, Farmdale and 
eral Club, New York. vicinity. 
Dec. 22d...... Cincinnati, O. Jan, 5th......... Chieago, ill. 
Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Tans Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for December : 
Dec. 8th—‘* The New Africa.” T. MoCants Stewart. 
Deo 15th—'* Was Lord Bacon the Author of Shakspere’s 
Plays?" S. H. Nichols. 
Dec. 22d—'* The Saviors of the World." Henry Rowley. 
Dec. 29th—'* Natural Religion." Frederick W. Taylor. 


Tu Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 116 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: 

Deo. 8th—‘‘ Is the Palpit Losing its Power?" Mr. E. C. 


ilmot. 
Dee. 15th—‘‘The Cuban Republic.” Attorney A. A. 
Brown. 
Dec. 22d—‘* Americanism and Catholicism.” Samuel P, 


Putnam. 
Dec. 29th—‘‘ The New Woman.” Mrs. Louise Mann- 
heimer. 
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Letters of Rriends. 


They Want the Pictures, 


Frorence, Kan., Nov. 17, 1895. 
Mr, Eprron: Inclosed please find $3 for 


which send me Tug TRUTH SEEKER for one 


year, also the ** Pictorial Text-Book ” as 4 
premium. E. M. Srgzs. 


Avooa, O. T.. Nov. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav a hard time down 
here with God's dear children contending 
for freedom of thought. Inclosed find $3 
for Tue Trora SEEKER and ‘Pictorial 
Text-Book.” Jno. M. SPENCER. 


He Is All Alone. 

Rooxvrrrg, Inp., Nov. 18, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inolosed $3 
to pay for my paper for this year. I am 
the only person so far as I know who gets 
Toe Terura SEEKER at this post-office. 
As to Grover and his Thanksgiving proc- 
lamation, you hav uttered my sentiments 
in your last issue. Cansda—well perhaps 
the less said the better. "While your paper 
is good all through, some parts of it are 
better than the others, and among the best 

is Geo. E. Macdonald’s ** Observations." 

LEANDER JACES. 


What a Single Effort Produced. 
Lyons, Kan., Nov. 9, 1895. 
Mr. Epor: Please find inclosed $13, 
for which send the paper with premium 
books to names in list. I feel now as 
though I had done something iu a substan- 
tia] way for the paper of freedom as well 
as getting a fine premium for myself— 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 


I hardly thought it worth while to make | 


the effort, but one never knows what he 
ean do till he tries. 

We had J. E. Remsburg here the 17th 
of last month. His subject was ‘‘ False 
Claims;” the hall was well filled and the 
lecture was well received. L. WELTZ. 


We Think It Is “ Good Spelling.’ 
New Yonx, Nov. 20, 1895, 

Mr. Eprron: While reading several arti- 
cles in your issue of November 16th, I no- 
tice in every case where the words such as 
have, executive, imagine, and offensive oc- 
cur, the ‘‘e” at the end of each is dropped. 
Why is this done? surely it is not good 
spelling. t ANXIOUS SUBSCRIBER.” 

[In the words indicated, and in others, 
the '*e" is ‘‘silent,” that is, it performs 
no function in those words. That is why 
it is dropped, as a first step in spelling re- 
form, and in harmony with one of the rec- 
ommendations of the American Philolog- 
ical Association. If''Anxious Subscriber” 
‘will read a copy of the New York Inde- 
pendent he will notice similar omissions, 
and if he will consult the new Standard 
Dictionary he will find a large number of 
words with the improved spelling indicated. 
Progress in this direction is necessarily 
slow, but it is bound to come.—E p. T. S.] 


Only if They Stimulate Us to Work. 
Hammonp, Inp., Nov. 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprroz: Inelosed find $3.50. Please 
send **Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," and renew my subscription to 
the paper. 

It seems to me the Eastern row is bouud 
to end in **talkee, talkee”’ after all. Old 
Mother Victoria has too many Moham- 
medan subjects in her dominions and says, 
“ Let’s moral suasion a little while longer.” 
It all comes from the blanked missionaries’ 
disobedience of the command of their 
Jesus: **Into any city of Samaria enter ye 
not.” We hav now three or four Christs 
in various parts of the country playing to 
the credulous, with Talmage and Sam 
Small, Buckley, and McCabe. The latter 
is converting Ingersoll with all the earn- 
eatness of a country parson praying for 
rain. The Sunday fads, the beer fads, 
Vennums and Carons, are doing more 
work and better work for the emancipa- 
tion of the race from hereditary supersti- 
tion than all other agencies combined. 
Do you see it that way, George? I do. 

Faithfully yours, Wm. E. Renwiox. 


An Unfavorable Opinion of the Cartoons, 
RrNssELAER Farts, N. X., Nov. 14, 1895. 
Mr. EprroR: I hav been a Liberal for 
about seven years and a subscriber to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for nearly three years. 


fairness, reason, and logic permeates them. 


with Tue TRUTH Srexer in every re- 
spect save one, viz., the cartoons of Wat- 
son Heston. ! 

While some of his pictorial work is of a 
high order and fitly portrays the grandeur 
of our cause, on the other hand, a great 
deal of it is really shocking, not only to 
the Christian, but to those Liberally in- 
clined. Moreover, I hav talked to nearly 
all the Freethinkers in this vicinity on the 
subject, including S. G. Newcomb, a former 


The paper is able edited. Your editorials 
are of the highest class, and 8 spirit of 


In brief, I am exceedingly well pleased 


ment, viz., their church accommodation, 
and they are exceedingly anxious to induce 
Christian gentleman of high charaeter to 
build up homes amongst them. A while 
ago I bad a little confab with one of our 
* prominent” citizens about the contra- 
dictions of the Bible. He seemed aston- 
ished when I quoted a few, and informed 
him where he would find more, and re- 
ferred him to W. H. Burr's little work, 
which I had loaned to another ''promi- 
nent" citizen. He mentioned this conver- 
sation to his pastor, & sheep-shearer and 
woolappropriator. This eloquent gentle- 
man honored me in his next piece of pul- 


pit twaddle by asserting that it was a very 
easy task to silence any Infidel by proving 
that there were no contradictions in the 
Bible. I politely sent him word that, as 
he was supposed to know more about the 
Bible than any of his flock, it would afford 
me great pleasure to meet him in open de- 
bate, and that I was prepared to take the 
affirmativ and prove that the Bible con- 
tained a large number of contradictions. 
The reverend gentleman has, since then, 
displayed an enormous amount of eloquent 
silence. This, however, was the means of 
bringing me in contact with severa] men 
who looked upon me as a curiosity. They 
had never before come in contact with a 
genuin Infidel. After a little talk, how- 
ever, they found their views and mine, on 
ethics, morality, and creeds, were not far 
asunder; but they had not thought of 
such tbings before, but would do more 
thinking in the future. 
Respectfully, 


subscriber, and Mr. Flack, of Ogdens- 
burg, N. Y., who is now a subscriber, and 
they all agree with me that those illustra- 
tions do more harm than good to the cause 
of Liberalism. 

It is almost impossible on that account 
to use your paper as a m‘ssionary docu- 
ment. The moment you shock an indi- 
vidual he seeks no further. I believe if 
your subscribers could vote on the ques- 
tion, a large majority would be found op- 
posed to the illustrations. 

Inelosed please find $3 to apply on sub- 
scription. C. C. Van Waters, M.D. 


Off Its Hinges. 


Tur, Qa., Nov. 20, 1895. 
To WarsoN Heston, the Unvarnished Art- 
ist of the Age. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When Heston strikes a boss— 
Lo! how a Christian cringes 


At every skull and cross. Joun PRITCHARD. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When a nation prices goods— 
The tyrant who infringes 
Should dangle in the woods. 


Reticent Clergymen. 

Mr. W. H. Maple, the author of ‘‘ No 
Beginning ; or, The Fundamental Fal- 
lacy,” which the Truth Seeker Company 
advertises, sends the appended challenge 
to clergymen aud other believers in su- 
pernaturalism; but although a number of 
eminent doctors of divinity hav received 
both the challenge and a copy of the book, 
not one of them has as yet deigned to re- 
turn an honest opinion on the subject of 
inquiry. Following is Mr. Maple’scircular: 


In my search for the basic truth under- 
lying the religious beliefs of the world, I 
hav arrived at the conclusion that the only 
conception of the universe that is in har- 
mony with the products of human intel- 
lect generally, is the one which identifies 
** Qod” with nature. To my mind science 
and religion ean be fully reconciled only 
in one way, and that is by completely 
eliminating supernaturalism from concep- 
tions of the supreme being. 

This view requires, it is true, a modifi- 
cation of the word religion, but definitions 
must necessarily change with advancing 
knowledge. 

In my opinion, the only God whose ex- 
istence is unquestionable, whose almighti- 
ness is beyond dispute, is the totality of 
natural things. 

I hav seen fit to put—in my book, **No 
Beginning,” as plainly and as briefly as 
possible —some of the mental processes that 
hav led me to such conclusion into the form 
of an attempted demonstration of the non- 
existence of a first cause or beginning for 
that aggregate of substance and force 
which we denominate the universe. I 
claim to prove, with all the certainty of a 
mathematical demonstration, the non-ex- 
istence of a first cause; and in the interest 
of truth, and that alone, I invite candid 
criticism on the question of the sufficiency 
of my logic to establish this main thesis of 
the little work. . 

If in your opinion the argument ad- 
duced fails to sustain the conclusion ar- 
rived at, please to point out in the plainest 
possible manner its defects, and thus 
greatly oblige, Yours very respectfully, 

Ww. H. Marre. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When taxes run too high; 

Each man shovld price his ‘‘tinges” 
And goods of every dye. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When men demonetize 

The silver of the **pinges" 
Whose stamp is in the skies, 


Tbe gate is off ite hinges 
When a ruler speculates 

On bonds and aurum—‘‘stinges,” 
In these United States. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When churches pay no tax; 
Down with the lie that swinges 

A man for printing facts. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When bigots rule the state, 

And every coward cringes 
Around Saint Peter’s gate. 


The gate is off its hinges 

When bloomers shan’t be worn 
By a pretty girl who singes 

A long dress every morn. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When a lass shan’t ride a wheel 
And show her pretty fringes 
Three feet above her heel. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When woman is a slave, 

And men drink holy ‘‘ vinges’’ 
And call on God to save. 


The gate is off its hinges 
When a P. M. G. dictates; 
When Carrion crow impinges 

We smell the British states. 


R. M. Trenog. 


Perhaps Angels Are Red or Yellow. 
MonTEREY, TENN., Nov. 18, 1895, 
. Mr. Eprrog: My TRUTA Seexer did not 
arrive week before last (November 9th), 
and I am disappointed, If you hav a stray 
copy of that date please send it, What do 
you think of the following: ‘A Montgom- 
ery special to Alabama State Herald tells 
of a smart Yankee who is selling pictorial 
Bibles to the Negroes in that country in 
which all the angels appear black instead 
of white. He is selling the Bibles as fast 
as he can deliver them at $8 each.” Of 
course the Herald laughs at the ignorance 
and superstition of the Negroes, but fails 
to observe that the believers in white an- 
gels are equally as ignorant and supersti- 
tious as the Negroes. This slick Yankee 
is no worse than the reverend cormorants 
who feast off the labor of the washer- 
woman and half-starved needlewoman. 
Since trade has commenced to revive there 
are many of our great powder towns in 
ihe South which are endeavoring to induce 
capitalists and others to locate with them, 
and they always offer one grand induce- 


Did Not Observe His Own Rules. 
Sr. Josers, Mo., Nov. 14, 1895. 

Mr. Enrror: In speaking of the impos- 
sibilities of this life we are led to think 
of the one and only Christ so frequently 
spoken of in the New Testament, and what 
an impossible relation existed between him 
and himself. For, according to the teach- 
ings of the book of holy sayings, he was the 
father and son aud the holy ghost at one 
and the same time. The father of God 
and the son of God, therefore he must hay 
been his own grandfather; and as he was 
the father of God, we, as children of God, 
are grandchildren of Jesus Christ; and if 
such could hav been the case, how did he, 
before he was born iuto the world, gaiu 
association with his mother and poor Jo- 


aod what a great sin God committed in go 


punish at all! 


seph? He must hav been very ignorant; 


betraying Joseph’s confidence, and then 
beating him out of the honor of being 
Christ’s father. He committed adultery, 
one of his great forbidden sins, one for 
which he cursed all mankind. God com- 
mitted the same sin, and thereby reapt 
great glory and fame by it. And yet, 
when two little innocent people who were 
as guileless as babies, would eat a little 
apple, he would tear them from their little 
garden and forever keep them out of the 
kingdom of heaven. I think he must hav 
been a very unjust God when he would 
not let his people do things that he could 
not refrain from doing himself, and it is 
one of the greatest wonders in the world 
that Joseph did not bring suit for divorce 
against Mary, and likewise bring suit for 
damages against Jehovah for alienating his 
wife’a affections. That would be done 
to-day should the same kind of business be 
carried on. Joun R. ALLEN, 


That Picture! 
Snowvinre, Va., Nov. 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: Some, even among Lib- 
erals, are saying Heston’s picture of the 
burning of the Negro (in Tua TRUTH 
SEEKER of Nov. 16) is too hard on Chris- 
tians—that they are not more cruel and 
vindictiv than Infidels are. But it is evi- 
dent that they must be so. Believing in 
an angry, cruel, vindictiv God, and a Jesus 
who wanted his enemies brought before 
him and slain, naturally cultivates these 
feelings in their own hearts. Contrast the 


| vituperativ utterances of Jesus with the 


mild, kindly,considerate opinions of Inger- 
soll in hia ‘‘Crimes Against Criminals,” 
and see which doctrin tends most to make 
loving, merciful, and noble-hearted men, 
women, and children. i 

A Bible God, who sends fire, flood, and 
pestilence upon his helpless children, who 
are precisely as he, 10,000,000 years before 
they were born, intended they should be; 
and his son Jesus, who called all who came 
before him, and taught a theology differ- 
ent from his, ‘‘ thieves and robbers,” and 
called his contemporaries, who failed to ac- 
cept him, ‘‘serpents and vipers ;’ who 
sent people who could not believe him 
“into everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels"—is not such a God 
and such a son of God calculated to im- 
bue a race with their own wicked, mali- 
cious, abhorrent cruelties? The Christian 
mob burned the ignorant, helpless mur- 
derer only a pert of one day and in & com- 
mon wood fire—God and Jesus condemn 
millions of men, women, and children to & 
sulphurous fire all day, a million of days— 
10,000,000,000,000,000 days and as many 
more after that, and no hope of an end to 
it. Indeed, Heston’s picture is not too 
hard on such a belief, one that creates and 
molds such mobs. 

Bat, say you, what must be done with 
such a wretch as that Negro was? How 
shall we punish him? 

I fear you will hardly accept my judg- 
ment as the correct one; but I say now, as 
I said long, long years ago, as all real 


thinkers must say, once they shake off the 


coils of the serpent of theology—Never 
Confine or sequestrate 
criminals so they cannot injure others. 
Let them hav all the liberty possible, all 
the happiness possible, so they earn their 
own living and their own privileges, Edu- 
eate them intoa higher and better mo- 


rality. Remember they are like idiots or 


insane people. They are victims of hered- 
ity, training, and environmeut, They could 
no more help being themselvs thau you 
could help being yourselvs. Do you think 
that poor, ignorant black man would hav 
done as he did had he been born of an 
Ingersoll and reared in his family? 
Condemn the crime, but be just to the 
criminal. 
Each of us inevitable; 
Each of us limitless; 


Each of us with his or her right upon the 
earth; ' 


Each of us allowed the eternal purports of 
the earth; 

Each of us here as divinely as any is 
here. — Whitman. ELMINA, 


Has No Reason to Feel Thankful. 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Nov. 15, 1895, 
Mr. Epiron: In the last issue of Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER I notice you devote some 
space to the discussion of eight proposi- 
tions sent you by a Mr. Shaw, of Maine— 
which said propositions were handed to 
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him by some believer in an ‘‘ uncaused 
first cause.” I take this means of ac- 
quainting you with the fact that, in my 
judgment, your discussion of these propo- 
sitions is the most profound and philo- 
Sophie discussion of those questions that it 
has ever been my pleasure to read, Your 
answers and postulates coincide with my 
own Views exactly. 

So, Mr. Editor, while we may differ on 
some economic and current legislativ 
questions and conditions existing in our 
country to-day, we are certainly of “one 
mind” on the greatest problem involving 
existence itself, in its relation to origin 
and destiny. 

Also, I want to congratulate you.on the 
critique in same issue discussing the presi- 
dent's Thanksgiving proclamation.  ] hav 
nothing for which to thank an alleged 
ruler of the universe. I hav recently lost 
by death, a bright, healthy, happy ‘little 
son six and one-half years old. He had 
just arrived at that point along the high- 
way of life where he was beginning to do 
something and was a source of interest 
and pleasure to his parents. He had just 
started to school, was learning nicely, and 
would ask 2 countless number of questions 
which puzzled his elders, He had every 
reason for wanting to liv. He loved his 
home life; he loved his younger brothers 
and all his little playmates, and he was in 
turn beloved by all. His health and 
pleasures were all carefully looked after 
by his fond parents, and his every wish, 
in reason, was gratified. He possessed an 
inquiring mind, and thus early in life 
gave great evidence of that quality of 
mind that betokened philosophical re- 
search in mature years. He was all in all 
that fond parents could wish. And I fail 
to understand why such a bright, promis- 
ing, healthy, and vigorous boy should be 
suddenly taken away by brain fever within 
a week. Don’t tell me that a ‘wise, 
merciful, powerful ruler of the universe" 
has to do with his untimely taking away. 
If such were true, it would more intensely 
embitter me against such s ruler. There 
is no power but the immutable forces of 
nature, that occasioned his dissolution. 

And to contemplate the taking away of 
our dear little boy without any apparent 
reason makes one think that the creation 
of the human family, or rather the de- 
velopment from the forces of nature, of 
the human family, was all a great blunder, 
if there is any power responsible for our 
existense other than the inherent forces of 
nature. It is sad to lose one of our own 
flesh and blood. To me it has left an 
aching void in my entire being. 

Very truly yours, H., Cray WinsoN. 


Still in the Pit of Ignorance. 


ATLANTA, GA., Nov. 17, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrox: The Interstate Exposition 
here is an excellent affair, and does credit 
to its projectors. It is patterned after the 
*White City" at Chicago, though of 
course on a smaller scale. The grounds 
were admirably adapted to the purpose 
and hav been wel! laid out and the various 
* buildings placed properly to suit the gen- 
eral landscape. The instruotiv purposes 
of the fair are well worth a visit from any 
part of our country, for here are to be 
seen fruits of genius that hav ripened in 
the last few years. One thing is to be 
regretted, though, and that is the closing 
of the Fair on Sunday. The Christian 
element here hav things in tightly fitting 
harness, and theaters, stores, and other 
places of smusement and business are 
closed on Sunday. This, of course, cor- 
rals the mass of people in the churches on 
that day, and they (the churches) are hav- 
ing a picnic, if crowded houses may be 
termed such. I went to the First Baptist 
Church this morning and could not get in 
the door for the crowd that surrounded it. 
Seeking other fields, I struck the Congre- 
gationalist church, where I was so fortu- 
nate as to get a seat; but it filled up so 
densely that some persons, including my- 
self, had to leave to avoid suffocation—one 
lady fainting outside the door. But while 
in the church I obtained some new and 
interesting points in the conduct of their 
business. All of the orthodox churches 
dish up the same old dogmatic hash as of 
old, with perhaps some new forms thrown 
inasspice, They are working like Trojans 
and drumming like wholesale grocers. 
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I had never been in a Congregationalist 
church before this morning, and had 
thought that that sect was not so cramped 
in its ideas as some of the others; how- 
ever, on seeing and hearing, I concluded 
that they were about the same. On an 
ordinary, four-foot, revolving blackboard, 
on the right hand side of the pulpit, was a 
picture that I would call amusing did I 
not reflect that it was used to stultify my 
dear fellow creatures. I was so iuspired 
by the sight of it that- something I sel- 
dom atiempt—I too out note book and 
pencil and mede s rude’ sketch of it. 
Y. P. 8. C. E. (Young People's Society of 
Christian Endeavor) was on a blood-red 
field. There were clouds upon the right 
of silver and gold color. A circle (the 
earth) inoribed ‘Rejecting Christ” was 
as black as the original board, as waa also 
a pit, underneath the earth, labeled '* The 
Consequences.” The pit, extending round 
to the left, with a cavernous looking roof, 
was surmounted by & dim likeness of 
human shape and heroic size that would 
hav made me shudder to look at when 
I was a child. 

And this is Christianity. Let us more 
fortunate Freethinkers abate no effort to 
deliver our people from it, S. S. Brian. 


The Political Polyphone. 
CONCLUDED. 

The remedy for the evil, that most every- 
one will admit exists the moment his at- 
tention is called to it, is in the adoption of 
the’ polyphone. The polyphone, as its 
name denotes, isa phone from the polls, 
or a political telephone, for the transmis- 
Sion, in black and white, of the wish of 
each individual voter on each issue, direct 
to his representativ. It is suggested by 
the Australian ballot system of voting, and 
consists simply in placing the platforms of 
all parties on the ballot, or consolidating 
all the platforms into one and so placing 
it. The rlatform to be divided into na- 
tional, state, and municipal or local issues. 
The wish of the voter on each issue is in- 
dicated by marks opposit each plank thus: 
x (for) o (against) When no mark is 
made the voter is neutral, or has not de- 
termined, 

It is of vastly more importance that the 
voter hava choice of planks than that he 
should hav a choice of candidates, but he 
could hav both where the Australian ballot 
system is used. The man who stays at home 
and attends to his own business is seldom 
personally acquainted with candidates for 
any office higher than road overseer. The 
rabid inferior party papers hav lying 
about the private character of candidates 
reduced to such a fine art that the non-pro- 
fessional cannot distinguish between false- 
hood and truth. A man can be fairly well 
posted on every question of importance by 
reading the very best that can be said for 
and against it in the non-partisan papers 
(which are the papers people should read), 
and hav as good an idea what is best for the 
country and himself in particular as most 
anyone else has. The adoption of the Poly- 
phone might be objected to by some on 
the ground that it would revolutionize 
politics. But what needs revolutionizing 
more than modern politics in the United 
States ? Some of the most prominent ad- 
vantages to be derived from the adoption 
of the Polyphone might be enumerated ; 
others will readily be suggested to the 
thoughtful mind: 

First—It would be virtually submitting 
every important national, state, and mu- 
nicipal measure to a direct vote of the 
people interested. 

Second—It would annihilate sectionalism 
and class legislation, which, under the 
present system, will become more and more 
pronounced at each succeeding election. 
Each individual and each section of the 
country would then be equally and fairly 
represented with each other individual and 
section. Of course all individuals and 
sections would be in the minority on some 
particular issue, but would also be with the 
majority an others, so that no section could 
claim a victory over another section. 

Third—It would do away with polyparty- 
ism. The colossal hubbub kicked up every 
four years incident to election, deranging 
commerce, partly suspending industry, 
and so disgusting to all, would be a shame 
of the past. There would then be only the 
majority party and the minority party on 


each particular question, and each. indi- ! 


vidual and section would equally belong to 
both parties.. No radical change could 
then be made in the administration or 
policy of the government unless demanded 
by & majority of the people, and if the 
majority make a mistake in their demands, 
and reforms or policies do not prove satis- 
factory, they can promptly correct their 
mistake by voting a repeal or modification 
at the next election. . 

Fourth—Every campaign would then be 
“a campaign of education,” not only on 
the tariff or currency question, but on 
each and all questions agitating the people. 
It would be the standing aud continual 
duty of the minority party to educate the 
majority party out of the errors of its ways, 
and vice versa. It would stimulate dis- 
cussion in the press, even throughout 
the rural districts, and throw it into proper 
and legitimate channels, viz, the dis- 
cussion of the merits or demerits of the 
issues and not the merits or demerits of the 
private characters of the candidates. 

Fifth—All legislators would then hav the 
desires cf their immediate constituents re- 
duced to figures and placed before them, 
and their duty would be plain and unmis- 
takable. They would be in duty bound 
to work for the interest of a majority 
of their constituents as expressed at 
the polls, no matter if if was con: 
trary to their own interest or judg- 
ment. Under the present system the rep- 
resentativ represents himself and nobody 
else. He substitutes his own private in- 
terest and opinion for those of his constit- 
uents. His interest and opinion may be 
antagonistic and diametrically opposed to 
those of the people he is supposed to rep- 
resent. That condition is brought about: 
by several reasons, 1. He caunot know 
positivly what the majority wish. 2. He 
is seldom engaged in the same occupation 
or profession that the majority are, hence 
his sympathies and interests are not identi- 
cal with theirs. 3. Political advancement 
and emoluments, so much desired by mos; 
politicians, and offices are bestowed upon 
them for work performed for the party in 
general and not for services rendered their 
constituents in particular. 4. Aud last but 
not least is the influence of lobbyists fur- 
nished by trusts and syndicates to inform 
legislators what their coustituents most 
need and must hav, and in the absence of a 
voice from the people most any recom- 
mendations can be driven home to the 
conviction of the legislator, especially if 
said recommendations are lubricated with 
a liberal supply of the oil of political war- 
fare. - 

Sixth—It would be a perfect process of 
measuring the desires of the people on any 
question of importance, and all reforms or 
changes advocated by any considerable 
number of citizens could be placed upon 
the Polyphone, and the strength of the issue 
could be tested. It would act as a safety. 
valve where the discontented element, that 
will be around long after the advent of the 
millennium, could air their grievances. 
They would be compelled to fight the 
masses of the people upon the rostrum and 
through the press for a redress of wrongs 
instead of going a-gunning for rich men 
and officers. 

Seventh—It would bring outa full vote 
at every election, for everyone would be 
vitally interested in one particular plank 
at least, and would go to vote for or azainst 
it, and incidentally, while there, would be 
likely to vote on all in which he wasinterest- 
ed, As it is now, many do not vote, saying 
that one party is as good as another or as 
bad as another, and no party will do any- 
thing to help them. Indeed it is practi- 
cally of no use to vote so long as one cannot 
make known what he wants a representativ 
for. 

Eighth—Politics would be eliminated 
from the cffices of public trust. All officers 
would be non-partisau except in a private 
capacity. They would be employed to 
perform specific duties and would be held 
accountable to their employers and not to 
any party. The moment they failed to 
represent a majority of their employers 
without & satisfactory excuse they should 
bs handed their time and promptly ** fired.” 
If I should hire a hand to work for me a year 
at stated wages per month; and he should 
leave me and work for my neighbor, I 
would be voted a fool if I continued pay- 
ing him wages, And yet, to some extent, 
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is not that just what the masses are doing ? 
Are not some of their employees drawing 
double wages? Law making should be 
put on a business basis on tho part of the 
people as it is on the part of the lobbyist, 
the trust, and the politician. s 

Ninth — The most efficient statesmen that 
the nation produses in any section could 
then be put in office and kept there so long 
as they wished to remain. Their tenure 
of office would not depand on the ups or 
downs of any isme, but altogether upon 
their ability and honesty in representing 
their constituents. Asit is now, our most 
capable statesmen my be thrown out of a 
job through no fault of theirs, while an 
unqualified, dishonest scoundrel may ride 
into office and power on the crest of a re- 
actionary wave of publie sentiment on any 
issue. The offisial terms of our officers in 
the army aud. navy do not depend on the 
whim of the psople or any petty issue; 
then why should that of our civil officers 
depend on it? May not that be the reason 
statesmanship has not been developed to 
its highest possibilities? Men who hav 
given the best part of their lives in pre- 
paring themselvs for the duties of direct- 
ing the destinies of & nation are then sud. 
denly relegated to private life by the 
dissatisfied element voting another ticket 
just to hav a change, expecting a change 
in parties will increase the value of what 
they hav to sell and reduce it on what 
they buy. 

The press is the great educator of the 
people, the molder of public opinion. It 
must be depended on to guide the ship of 
state in a proper course. Evolution is 
pressing forward in all branches of human 
achievement. Why should not a little of it 
be infused into the science of government ? 
The graud inventions and the applica- 
cation of steam and electricity by mechani- 
cal ingenuity hav annihilated time and dis- 
tance, The nations of the earth are nearer 
together and more intimately connected 
to-day than were the states of the Union 
fifty years ago. Conditions are rapidly 
changing. What is good policy in one de- 
cade may not be in the next. No political 
party can keep in power perpetually by 
harping upon its glorious achievements in 
a past generation. The people now hav 
very little reverence for & rock-ribbed, 
hide-bound party that is unable to insert a 
new plank in its platform or modify an old 
one for fear of losing votes. The inordinate 
Caution of the Republican party in not 
changing its platform brought about the 
very condition it so much dreaded—its 
defeat. An elastic; flexible party, with the 
use of the Polyphone, could remain in 
power indefinitly if it would heed its dic- 
tates, W. H. KERR. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Qhristianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. [t shows 
that Jesus was a false prophat. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gux.stianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefittoman,  . 
Price. 20 cents. six for #1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Is Controversy Dangerous? 


By W. F. JAMIESON. 


Thislittle book goes down to the very bed-rock 
of human liberty, 


Price, - - - 
Address THE TRUTH 


25 cents, 
SEEKER. 


THIRTY YgAws IN TRE BUSINESS. 
- ESTABLISHED 1865. 


E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Commission Merchants. 


Fruits : Vegetables 


Apples, Eggs, 
"m Oranberries, Cheese. . 
Potatoes, D 


Butter, 


ric 
Fruits, etc 


Promptness our main object. Oorrespondence 
solicited. Car lots a specialty, 


We fill Orders for All Kinds of Produce. 
141 So. Water St., Chicago. 
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Children’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations " 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


The Dear Old Flag. 


(To Henry M. Taber, who, at the recent Free- 
thought Congress in New York city, exhibited a 
United States fag made by his mother when she 
was Dinety-three years of age.) 


Bright stars upon an azure field, 
Held by the red and white, 

Of Lighest worth, they ever yield 
Rich treasures of delight. 


The dear o}d flag—a brilliant mass 
Of jeweled hope and love, 

Protects alike, each clan and class, 
"Where'er it floats above. 


This gracious flag, some memories bind 
That time cannot erase; 

Fond memories that hold enshrined 
A sweet and lovely face. 


Dear memories of ene who wrought 
With keen, unfailing sight: 

Whose earnest wish and trnest thought 
Were ever for the right. 


And when the years deep shadows cast, 
And numbered ninety-three, 
"Mid thronging visions of the past, 
` She wrought this flag for thee. 


‘So patiently, with grace and skill, 
She stitched with loving hand, 

And blended well. her own good will 
To all of every land. 


More precious far than untold gold, 
Is this fair banner now; 

Her love, within each starry fold, 
Doth still unfading glow. 


Though dead, her works yet speak and tell 
Of loyalty and truth, 

Where honesty and justice dwell 
In everlasting youth. 


O dear old flag, we honor thee 
Wherever thou art set! 

Thou art the symbol of the free, 
Fair Freedom’s coronet. 


November, 1895. Susan H. Wixox. 
———À—— —— ——— 


H. G.’s Fort Assaulted. 


I see in your iseue of November 23d that 
Comrade “H. G.” claims the fort and 
undertakes to smooth things over the best 
he can; but in my opinion he gets them 
mixed up wonderfully. It were better 
perhaps to drop the matter now. Ashe 
says, but as he was rather caustic, I may 
be pardoned for calling attention to his 
assertions in a general way. To begin 
with, I think the mistakes of Comrade 
“H, G.” are easily explained, as he was 
kind enough to refer to one of the great 
sayings of Mark Twain by way of illustra. 
tion, I will be generous enough to refer to 
the sayings of one of our great men, viz., 
A. H. Clough, and see how they will hitch. 
He says: “I will look straight out, see 
things, not try to evade them. Fact shall 
be fact for me, and truth the truth for- 
ever." Now, I ask, is not that a worthy and 
truthful saying? Ifit is, then it places the 
fort just where it belongs and it places 
Comrade F. G. in a true light, and he is a 
**goner," sure pop. He commences by 
admitting that mine is the generally ac- 
cepted opinion of the facts in the case, and 
emphasizes his statement by saying that I 
was probably a trooper under Harney or 
Kearney. Now I wish to make the state- 
ment and emphasize it by saying that Com- 
rade H. G. is in this matter, like most all 
other of his statements, badly mistaken; 
for I never was a trooper under anyone, 
although I hav belonged to different 
troops. Perhaps Comrade H. G. doesn't 
know the difference between a troop and a 
trooper. A little consultation with Web- 
ster will set him all right in that respect. 
He also admits that my knowledge of 
these things is older than his, and that it 
is interesting and noteworthy, and no 
doubt I could tell more about these things 
than he could. That is just what I 
thought in the beginning; that is what 
prompted me to write my first article. 
But he doubts whether it is any truer 
than his. Well, I started out to tell the 
iruth—my article being headed ‘‘Some 
Truths About Snakes,” while his was just 
the reverse, viz., ''Some Errors About 
Snakes.” We must giv Comrade H, G. 
credit for sticking manfully to his text 
and doing justice to bis subject; and as to 


which has come the nearest to doing jus- 
tice to the heading of his article, I am 
very willing to leave to the readers of the 
Corner to decide. He says he hss no cor- 
rections to make, yet he says that he 
stands corrected as to the size of the 
prairie dog generally. Then, if he would 
look straight out, see things, not try to 
evade them, as Mr. Clough says, he might 
stand corrected on several more points. It 
is manly and noble to acknowledge our 
faults and mistakes, but it is more manly 
and noble still not to hav any to acknowl- 
edge. And tocap the climax, he admits 
that he doesn't know anything about the 
woods rattler or his mesmerizing powers. 
I thought he did not at the time I wrote, 
that is the reason I spoke asI did. Now 
he admits that I was correct. He mis- 
quotes me where he speaks of the snake 
going up the limb and taking a bird off; he 
doesn’t look straight out. I did not say 
the snake went up to the limb and took a 
bird off, but that the snake was on the 
ground and mesmerized the bird, and the 
bird went down to the snake. ‘‘ Fact 
shall be fact for me and the truth the 
truth forever.” Then he says that ten 
thousand different explanations might be 
given for a common occurrence like that. 
Now that is certainly a good many ex- 
planations for one little incident, and I 
will leave Comrade H. G. to figure them 
out—too big a task for me. He says the 
bird may hav been watching Mr. Berry 
instead of attending to business. What 
would hav been the result had the bird 
been watching Comrade H. G. instead of 
me? He would likely hay known more 
about such things, would he not? Per- 
haps. The trouble with Comrade H. G. 
is that he doesn't **look straight out." 
He has his own preconceived notions, and 
then calls all deluded who do not see as he 
does. ‘‘I will leave that," he says, ‘‘to 
the millions who adhere to Mr. Berry's 
delusion." Well, if I am deluded I hav 
the satisfaction of knowing that I hav the 
millions with me. But suppose that Com- 
rade H. G. is the deluded party (which, 
by the way, is as probable as any) he will 
not hav the millions to sympathize with 
him. Then he will begin to wish that he 
had ‘‘seen things—not tried to evade 
them,”  Assertions alter not the truth, he 
says. Very true; and just such statements 
as Comrade H. G. has made hav been 
made time and time again, but they did 
not affect the truth a particle. I thought 
that he did not hav much faith in books, 
and said so in my article. He now comes 
out boldly and admits that I was correct, 
and says that he neither believes nor dis- 
believes them, only with reservation, or 
so far as they agree with his ideas and 
notions of things. His inclination is to 
believe that he is right and every one else 
wrong But that has too much common 
sense to entitle it to popular approval. I 
do not doubt the statement. He says that 
Comrade Berry has seen snakes run into 
holes preceded by prairie dogs. He 
doesn’t dispute my statement about them 
living in towns, but he does dispute the 
statement that the dog, snake, and owl all 
liv out on the plains harmoniously to- 
gether. But as long as I hav the millions 
on my side, as he says, I will feel perfectly 
safe, and leave it to the readers of the 
Corner as to who is justly entitled to the 
fort. Books, he says, are of human origin. 
But is that any reason or excuse why they 
should not be truthful and believed? I 
am at present reading one of the best 
books I ever read in my life—‘‘ Right 
Living,” by Miss Susan H. Wixon. I get 
new ideas and see things I never thought 
of before; but because they are new and 
do not happen to agree exactly with my 
former ideas of things I don’t come out 
and say, like Comrade H. G., that I 
neither believe nor disbelieve them; be- 
cause the author’s experience is as ten to 
one of mine, and because I can’t see as far 
and plainly as she can, is no reason that I 
should doubt the truth of her statements. 
I would kindly advise Comrade H. G. to 
get Miss Wixon’s book and read it, if he 
has not already done so, for it will assist 
him, as Mr. Olough says, to. ‘‘look 
straight out, see things—not try to evade 
them.” But if he has already read it, I 
am afraid he has done as he says—neither 
believed nor disbelieved it. In that case 
it has not done him much good. 

In conclusion I will say that I hay the 
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kindest feeling and regards for Comrade 
H. G., and hopé he will take good care of 
the fort till I get there. - 
Jozi M. BERRY. 
National Military Home, Ohio. 


How Lincoln Examined a Young Man for 
the Bar. Y 

C. C. Brown, of the làw firm of Brown, 
Wallace & Brown, Springfield, is the sur- 
viving partner of the old firm of Stuart, 
Edwards & Lincoln, the Stuart being that 
Major Stuart, who believed in Lincoln 
from the beginning, and lent him law 
books to study before the unpromising 
youth left Salem town and tried the tem- 
per of the capital, and the Edwards being 
the husband of a Miss Tod, sister of Mrs. 
Abraham Lincola. 

“I was examined by Lincoln for admis- 
sion to the bar," said Mr. Brown. ''At 
that time the judge traveled about the 
circuit, and there was a committee ap- 
poiated in each county seat, I presume, 
whose duty it was to examin all appli- 
cants for membership and report upon 
them. Lincoln and Herndon were the 


committee here at the time, and I met | 


them in their office. The examination was 
brief and not all to the point, I remember.” 

** What were some of the questions ?" 

‘There was but one—the old one— 
‘Which way does the Mississippi river 
flow ?' and the answer was the old answer 
toit: ‘The Mississippi river flows down 
stream.’ After that I took them down to 
Chatterton’s restaurant and treated them 
both to fried oysters and pickled pig's feet, 
They ate very heartily, and all the time we 
were eating Lincoln told stories. 

**Of course, Lincoln knew I had been 
studying law in Major Stuart's office, and 
he had no fears but I was qualified, I sup- 
pose. Anyway, he and Herndon made a 
favorable report, and I was admitted to 
the bar.”—Chicago Times-Herald. 

—— 


Christmas Gifts, 

Alice B. inquires if to Freethinkers 
Christmas is appropriate for presents to 
friends? 

For that matter any time when the spirit 
moves is a good time to kindly remember 
our friends. We should not begoverned in 
this respect by clock or calendar. Our 
friend, Jason Waters, once suggested that 
the Fourth of July was much more a sig- 
nificant occasion for a gift period in the 
United States than any other time in the 
year. But, as the custom has become es- 
tablished of remembering friends in De- 
cember, people of all ways of thinking 
seem to hav fallen in withit. Christmas 
is only an old Pagan festival under another 
name, and in its original meaning is really 
rather attractiv than otherwise, Those of 
Liberal views can take the opportunity to 
spread the gospel of Freethought by the 
presentation of books that teach no super- 
Stition. Tum TRUTH SEEKER carries an 
excellent assortment of good and useful 
literature, a selection from which not only 
may serve to open the eyes of some to the 
truths of a larger liberality, but, at the 
same time, advantage an excellent journal 
of Freethought and Reform, Alice need 
hav no qualms of conscience as to obser v- 
ing the winter solstice by the presentation 
of a good book. —Enp. C. C. 


M 


L. G. Reed writes thus of our lecture 
on the ** New Woman:” **I had the pleas- 
ure of listening to your interesting lecture 
on the ‘New Woman,’ delivered at one of 
ihe sessions of the Freethonght Con- 
gress. The lecture was not only full of 
instructiv facts, but it must receive the 
prize for originality and apt humor. I 
wish every Christian woman had a copy of 
it. Hope it wil be published in Tur 
TRUTH SERKER. How strange that woman 
Should admire most the apostle who most 
degrades her." 

[Thanks, brother, for kind words of ap- 
proval. —Ep. O. C.] f 

<i 

[The editor of the Corner is under obli- 
gations to Charles O. Carlton for a box of 
nature’s curios, including arrow points aud 
a beautiful spear head from Idado. Oliver 
Carlton sends, also, a soft and silk-like 
pelt of some small animal unknown to the 
editor of the Oorner. Its fur is very 
handsome. These friends will pleace ac- 
cept thanks for additions to her cabinet. 
Charles ig the lad who recently was the 
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object of Mrs. Delia Gifford's anxiety as 
to the saving of hissoul. That good lady 
need hav no fears for the safety of our 
Oharles. Hefor whom nature has charms, 
who learns to read her open book, written 
millions of years ago, who can trace het 
handwriting on the rocks and ledges, is 
far supérior to those who see only the 
myths and fables of two thousand years 
ago.—Ep. C. C.] 


SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 
Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, 81, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Busan H. Witon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Libera] Romance 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, $88 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for dren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4o. 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story of the Rightway Almshouse. 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 


By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 


JUST OUT. ANOTHER NEW BOOK! 
PatrioticAddresses 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Reunion Address 
AT ELMWOOD, ILL.. SEPT, 5, 1895. 
—&nd— 
Decoration-D.y Oration, 
IN NEW YORK, MAY 30, 1882. 


His Address delivered at Elmwood, Ill, Bep- 
tember 5th, 1805, at the reunion of his old regi- 
ment, the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry—slso his 
famous Oration delivered on Decoration Day, 
1882, before the Grand Army of the Republio, at 
the Academy of Music, New York. These two 
classics are Published in book form for the first 
time from revised manuscript, and are the only 
&uthorized and correct reprints. Italso containa 
a handsome half-tone portrait of the Colonel 
and his little grandson, Robert G. Ingersoll- 
Brown. Priuted on good paper, large type, wide 
margins, in one volume. 


Price, cloth, 50 cts; paper, 25 ots. Sent 
post-paid on receipt of price by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


They silently wandered, in pairs, and alone, 
But took the direction the halo had flown, 
And soon, lying under the southernmost wall, 
They found the great halo, not damaged at all. 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON'S 


" QUCUSTRATED . 


By Carey K. Jurist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS) CLOTH, $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
“ 88 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 
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“imate a C D LL CREE and Happiness. 
V.— HOW TO EXAMIN A OHILD. 


Meconium.—Almost immediately after 
birth the newly born evacuates the con- 
tents of the intestinal eanal, a slimy, vis- 
cous matter, of a blackish brown color, 
almost inodorous, and slightly acid, 
known as meconium. Occasionally this 
evacuation does not take place for three 
or four days, in which case the evacuation 
may be induced by administering a light 
purgativ (as the syrup of chicory), The 
entire mass thus evacuated amounts to 
about two or three ounces. During the 
first two days of its life the infant gen- 
erally evacuates only meconium; on the 
third day the matter is mixed with verita- 
ble digested food, or, among infants that 
nurse well, even on the second day. The 
meconium is expelled at several different 
times and in unequal quantities; a rapid 
evacuation is a sign of good alimentation. 
Among infants badly nourished the 
elimination is protracted. The stools of 
an infant at the breast present the char- 
acteristic color on the fourth day, and 
number from two to four in twenty-four 
hours during the first few days; later 
from one to two only. Frequent liquid 
stools, colored green or mixed with gum- 
mous, cheesy, and fatty drops, are always 
indicativ of bad digestion, 

The examination of the infant, in order 
to be complete, ought to be done at two 
different times: during sleep and during 
the waking state, or when it is agitated. 

Daring sleep one can more readily ap- 
preciate the physiognomy and the attitude 
of the child, the color of the skin, the 
mode and number of respirations, the 
number and force of the pulse, which may 
be felt without waking the child. Let the 
hand glide very cautiously and lightly to 
the wrist and place the extremity of the 
index finger on the radial artery, that is, 
on the thumb side and under surface of 
the forearm near the bend of the wrist. If 
the child makes a movement of the arm, 
follow the movement; it will rest very soon; 
the sleep is not interrupted, and the pulse 
can be counted without difficulty (the pulse 
of a new-born infant is about 120 in one 
minute, and becomes slower as the child 
grows older). 

When the child is awake study especially 
the characteristics of the cry, the manner 
in which the child holds its head; how it 
swallows; the play of the features, and its 
manner of behaving in the presence of a 
strong sunlight, when infants will more 
readily submit to an examination. At the 
same time examin the expression round its 
mouth, the lips, the openings of the nose, 
and the brow. Then introduce a finger 
in its mouth; observe if it sucks at once 
with force, as it will if vigorous and well; 
at the same time examin the condition of 
the gums, tongue, and throat. Mothers 
ought to habituate children to willingly 
open their mouths for inspection, and they 
may be readily taught this playfully, so 
that in case of serious illness the condition 
of the throat may be ascertained and treat- 
ment given, if necessary, without diffi- 
culty. To obtain full view of the mouth 
and pharynx (the space back of the soft 
palate, the uvula and movable curtains 
"which separate the cavity of the mouth 
rom the pharynx, or the anterior or pos: 
‘terior pillars of the pharynx, between the 
two which are located the tonsils), intro- 
duce the handle of a teaspoon into the 
mouth, place it on the tongue and press it 
down, when the entire interior of the 
throat will be seen. 

When the first inspection is terminated, 
the child should be completely undressed, 
in order to examin methodically all the 
funetions—in order to ascertain whether 
the first impressions were correct, and to 
avoid errors that might be committed in 
making a diagnosis — successivly passing 
in review the members, the thorax, and 
the abdomen. 

It is comparativly easy to examin: the 
thorax by exploring the chest—that is, 
listening to sounds, first, by auscultation 
(listening to the breathing, as the air passes 
in and out of the lungs, the respiratory 
murmur); second, by percussion, which 
is done by placing the left hand on the 
chest and striking with the right middle 
finger, hammer fashion, on the fingers of 
the left hand, producing different kinds of 
sounds, which may be clear, dull, or tym- 


THE TRT ITH 


SEEKER 


PRESENTS :: FOR 


NANANA IIS IS IS PS LPS IIS IPS IIS IS UPS IS ALLOA 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. 


F our Hundred Years of Freethought, From 


Columbus to Ingersoll, 


By Samuel P. 


Putnam. 143 full-page half-tone por- 
traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 


bound for 


mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose : 


Tie World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $8; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4. 50. 


and philosophers. living and dead, ot the 
past four hundred years. arge octavo 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 
edges. Price, 85. 


Right Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- 
ics as Understood bya Student of Science. 
"Right Living " is well bound in cloth 
and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 

n Unofficia! Patriot. A Historical Story 
of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Oloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 

he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

Q' d Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 


Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; ES leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $ 


[ogersoll's Prose eae and Selections. 


From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. Oheaper cloth 
edition from same plates, $1.50. 


[ngersolr s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Qhósta and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses: Interviews on 
Talmage; What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 
Lif- A Prose Poem. With Pictures of 


colonel Ingersoll an and Grandchild. By R- 
G. Ingersoll. In color, on boards, beveled, 
gilt edges, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll 
inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1. 


22x28. 


Martyrdom of Man, By Winwood Reade. 
Cloth, $1. 

Pfandbook of Freethought. By W. 8. Bell. 
Cloth, $1. 

Photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
50 cents. 

Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 

Ail In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


: [/oltaire’ s Romances, Profusely Illustrated, 


Half calf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

[vin and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Jhe Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
25 smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 

Conway’ s Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plote lite of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, 


Parton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


yoman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
To Gage. Leather, $3; cloth, gilt top, 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the, " Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


Force and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


FU ‘aaah Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.5 


n cu aaa i f 


he Creation of God. 
mann. Redcloth, $1. 


Pleasure an‘ Progress. By A. M. Lorentz, 


LL.B. Oloth, $1. 


na For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. oy 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


By Dr. J. Hart- 


Dyramie Testr of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 
Cosmian Hymn Book. 


Edited by T ue Washbūrn: 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. A Liberal book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev«- 
eral persons, 
We have quite a number of books appropriatel 
oliday purchasers, and we will pac! 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
With music to all 
the songs. 

loth, gilt side stamp, $1.5! 


panitic, ete: So also may the heart’s 
sounds he heard and the normal thereby 
distinguished from the abnormal rapidity 
of the heart’s action. The exploration of 
the abdomen is particularly important, 
the digestion being the capital function in 
the newly-born and that which perhaps 
troubles it most easily. One must never 
neglect to examin the seat from time to time 
around the orifice, as, if there is indiges- 
tion, the fecal matter in a short time pro- 
duces erythema and excoriations. Look 
at the tongue, note the odor of the breath, 
and pay attention to the number, abund- 
ance, color,and general nature of the stools. 

The examination of the urin may be 
made in ordinary cases by inspecting the 
linen of the child. Itis easy to detect by 
the coloration whether it is charged with 
salt, icteric, or sanguineous. Ifthe urin is 
to be examined by the doctor, itis better 
to procure it after an interval of sleep. 
This enables the physician, in certain cases, 
to discover a nephritic albumen due to 
scarlatina, which escapes the attention of 
the mother. 

By applying the nose to the open mouth 
and smelling the breath, one may easily 
detect whether the breath is naturally 
healthy, acid, fecal, or fetid—an excellent 
method of ascertaining the condition of 
the stomach, etc. In case of fever, too 
much reliance may be placed on the pulse; 
the variations in children are too extensiv 
to explain the intensity of the febril 
movement and the progress of the malady. 
The thermometer, on the contrary, renders 
in the first infancy greater service than at 
any other age. In conclusion, we may say 
that there is no doubt that the most pre- 
cious element in diagnosticating the newly- 


born is observation of the coloration of 
the integument (4. e., the skin), the atti- 
tude, the physiognomy, and the cry. 

J. Hartmann, M. D. 


Starved to Death 


in the midst of plenty. Unfortunate, yet we hear 
of it. The Gail Borden Eagle Brand Condensed 
Milk is undoubtediy the safest and best infant 
food. .Inrant Health is a valuable pamphlet for 
mothers. Send your address to the New York 
Condensed Milk Company, New York. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lorà Jesus Christ.) 


Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 
Cloth, fooay ors 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents, by mail, » prepaid 
Bend for descriptiv catalo gue of edenborg's 
works. 
American Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


JUST OUT! 


AGNOSTIG ANNUAL 


FOR 


1896. 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


Contents: Balfcur's apenas ons of Belief:’ 
An Agnostic Rejoinder. S. Laing; Agnosticism 
and ‘ts Equivalents, Amos Waters; The Man, 
Jesus Christ: The Germ of the Christian Myth, 
J. Allanson Pieton; Psyche: A Poem, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin); Mind as Controled by Matter, 
Constance E. dum tre; The Faiths of Our Fore- 
fathers, Charles Watts; An nostic View of 
Theism and Monism .R. Bithell, B.Sc., Ph.D.; 
The Old Testament Library J. Gonld; Im- 
mortality, W. A. Leonard: The Physiological 
Bias of Heligious Leaders, Furneaux Jordan, F. 


n 


Price, 25 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs o 
Tennyson. Whittier, Longfellow, ani » herp oets 
and sing them in your homes, maki i ‘gem hap- 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR A COPY 'aen clot 
gilt title. 46 cents: half bound, $5 3 ie. 


For the Holidays! 
The «Otto Wettstein” Watch, 


The best watch in the world for the money: In 
silverine case, $19; 4 ounce coin silver, 825. Best 
14kt filled gold open face, $28; hunting, $30 to $35. 
Solid gold. $49 to $150. Ladies’ same quality, in 
best 14kt filled gold cases, $28. Solid gold, $85, 
$40, $50, $75 to $150. 


Regular Grades Best American Watches 


Iu verno cases, 7 jeweled, $4.75; 15 jeweled, 

: do. adjusted, $8.75; do. 17 jeweled, $10 75. 
Pr 4oz silver case add $6; for best open face 
fillea gold add $9; for hunting, $10 to $15; for 
solid gold 14kt, $30 to #50 more. Ladies’ in best 
14kt. filled cases 7 jeweled $11.50; 15 jeweled, $15; 
14kt solid gold, $8 50 to $20 more. With diamonas 
up to $150. 

Diamonds and Opals, 


Pins, rings, and studs, $6, $8. $10, $15, $25, $59, 
210 up. Opala do. $3, $5. $7, $10, $20, $8b to $50. 

so in combination with rubies, emeralds, 
pearls, ete PJain and chased rings, embleme, 
chains, etc. You will save 20 per cent to order of 
me. 


Sundries. 


Allthe Gorham Company’s finest sterling silver 
spoons and novelties; 1847 Rodgers’ Bros., best 
plated ware; the Ingersoll Souvenir spoon is 
now only $2. Freethought Badge-Pins, $2, $3. $4, 
with diamond, $6 to $14; charms. $8, $4, $5, $6, $8, 
$14, $ Oto $30, ‘and everything else pertaining to 
a firat-class jewelry store. 

All goods sent prepaid and cash refunded if 
not satisfactory. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 
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JYot for Parsons. 


Sunpay-Scnoor TracnEer: ' What are 
we to understand by this passage; ‘ Ye 
ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss?’ ” 
Precocious boy: ** Ought to ask a widow.” 
— St. Louis Republic. 


A PREACHER asked a uuiversity don what 
he thought of his sermon. ‘‘I was dis- 
gusted. I heard in it what I hope never 
again to hear in a sermon." ‘‘ Indeed ! 
why, what was that?” ‘‘I heard the clock 
strike twice.” 


Numerous are the people who hav 
**builded better than they knew.” A 
small boy in one of the public schools was 
asked to define a demigod. ‘‘A demigod,” 
he said, **isa vessel that holds wine, gin, 
whisky, or any other liquor.” 


Tux window display made by a Glasgow 
newspaper in connestion with Saturday's 
race included a dial to indicate American 
time. '' That clock’s clean wrong," said 
a man as he pushed his way into the thick 
of the enormous crowd that had assembled. 
“It’s a gweed five hours ahint.” ‘‘ Hoot, 
min!” answered the wag. ‘‘If they hadna 
pitten back the time the race wid hae been 
encroachin on the Sabbath day.” *'Losh, 
freen, I never thocht o' that. Naebody 
ean beat the Yankees for cute dodges."— 
Westminster Gazette. 


Tourist: **Hello, uncle! Where are 
vou going with that cart-load of chickens?” 
Usole: ‘*I done gwine kyar dem chickens 
clean out f'om ol’ Kaintuck.” Tourist: 
‘* What are you going to do that for?" 
Uncle: “Case I done got some p'ints on 
some quar doin's dat's gwine tu'n up 
when dis yer man Bradley be'n sot in the 
Gub’nor’s cha’r.” Tourist: ‘‘ Indeed ! 
What's goin’ to happen then?” Unele: 
‘Dey done say dat he's gwine waxinate 
dis yer state wid dat Roozewelp biznesss 
what dey be’n wukken down ter New York, 
an’ ef dat's de case dis nigga’s boun’ ter 
hab dese chickens whar they won’ be 
*rested fo’ laying eggs on Sunday.” — Rich- 
mond Dispatch. 

THERE used to be a young man (we for- 
get his name) from Charlotte, N. C., who 
occasionally made forays and incursions 
into this country with a panorama. It 
consisted of home-made pictorial repre- 
sentations of Daniel in the Lion’s Den, 
the Last Judgment, the Destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the Interior of 
the Temple at Jerusalem, and other events 
and scenes supposed to be historic. They 
were perpetrated on many yards of cloth 
and apparently by violent physical exer- 
tion, the desperate exercise of a fancy 
flamed by acoholic stimulation and en- 
tirely reckless expenditure and application 
of paints of vivid colors and endless 
varieties. ‘ ' For our part we never 
blamed the panorama gentleman from 
Charlotte for representing the Apostie 
Paul being struck by red lightning while 
wearing a pink toga and a yellow helmet 
and riding bare-legged on a piebald horse 
with short stirrup leathers like a jockey. 
Neither did we object because the prophet 
Daniel was placed in orange-colored 
ulster overcoat among the lions. The 
purpose was to catch the public eye, and 
few people among the public could deny 
the correctness of the costumes or situa- 
tions, and nobody could prove that St. 
Paul did not ride a piebald horse on the 
oceasion of his electric admonition to 
change his course of life. When 
the canvas is large and the audience dis- 
tant the paint must be spattered on abun- 
dantly and vividly, and the long repressed 
imagination must hav leave to break forth 
riotiously and do some limber and be- 
wildering turns. — Greenville (S. C.) News. 


Tuose acquainted with Department 
Commander Weissert and Department 
Chaplain Wharton can best appreciate the 
following: They are both good talkers, 
and at soldier gatherings are apt to be 
called on to make a few remarks. In com- 
pany with several other Milwaukee com- 
rades, they were invited to attend the 
anniversary camp-fire at Oconomowoc, 
While on the cars, the commander took a 
vacant seat and commenced studying up 
something for his evening’s speech. After 
a long silence, he suddenly addressed the 
chaplain: ‘‘Say, Wharton, what was the 
name of the man.in the Bible who tied 
the foxes’ tails together?” ‘'Goliah, of 
course!” ‘*‘Of course. Yes, yes. I knew 
it all the time, but I conldn’t recall his 
name,” said Weissart, as he fell into an- 
other reverie. The hall was packed full 
with an expectant and eager crowd. In 
the middle of his speech, and in illustra- 
tion of some point, Weissert paralyzed his 
audience by saying: ‘‘Everybody knows 
that Goliah would never hav been heard 
of except for his exploit of tying the foxes’ 
tails together." There was a deathlike 
silence, a stifled groan from the chaplain, 
who. occupied a seat on the platform, and 
then the very rafters shook. ‘‘ Great 
Scott! Weissert," said Colonel Gray in 
a stage whisper, ‘‘Goliah didn't tie the 
foxes's tails." ‘*‘Goliah didn't tie the 
foxes’ fails?" “No, he didn’t. Don’t 
make s fool of yourself,” responded the 


colonel, ** Well, all I know about it is,” 
said Weissert, as he turned and pointed 
his finger at the suffering parson, ‘‘ all I 
know about it is what the chaplain told me 
an hour ago. He told me Goliah did tie 
the foxes’ tails, and he was there and saw 
him do it!” 


Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices, 
READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one. or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christiau who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
genera. C Luse. i 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
Iaquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 


ford, M.D. 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
oneof the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. ae : 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. Bennett. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettstein’s 
fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 

HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. | 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. '" Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. J 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament. One of John Peck’s 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pam hlet, therefore, isa consideration 

of what kind of & God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, ‘The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins, iratiou, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pions 
Evasions, “No Bible, No Civilization;” Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 


| PULPI 


nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damue 
What I Believe, Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text, "'T'he Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 

PERSONAL EXISTEN CE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 


of Hon, FREDERICK Dovanass and Cor. Rog- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decisi.n of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Aot 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 88 pages. 

PEW, AND CRADLE, So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle wiil be 
rooked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerle*s against him. One of 
Helen Gardener's bright:st efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 


TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
. Bab i 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 


Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

SCIENCE vs, RELIGION, or The Con- 
fict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd'combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se'eneuret. ] 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th aud léth 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
L'f- of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. 


WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lyor consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. — . 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ’s alleged acts whish would lead one 
to that conclusion. LK Washtorn. 


WHY DONT HE LEND A HAND? And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu‘nsm. 
Te title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam's many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. ‘The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
and the Real Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hore, Thomas Paine, Nature's Gospel, 
Address to Deity, aud the short po-«mso often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 


WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 


fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 
searchers. 


\ WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 


RESS, A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congres at Chi- 
sago, Conside'ing: The Cause of Woman's 
Subjugation, The Canon Law and lis Effects 
Upon Hr, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. Snsan H. Wixon 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before the Woman Suffrage As- 
8ocia!ion of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for & dollar. 
Address THER TROTH RWXEKRET, CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 


Make You 
‘Laugh. a OB 


AS 


it will 

Corner 
the 

Parson. 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


Ad Pages. 20 


CONTENTS. 


Bustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, | 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family. ; 

Isaac aud His ' Sister, 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, . . 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Againgt Jabin and Kisera, 

General Gideon, 4 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, ; 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city, 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


** In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim 0j 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the. 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Oolonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “ will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonels Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men." A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INGERSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Inaursozz, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel Incrrsorz’s Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
* Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 conta. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Tu exclusiv pursuit of what are dis- 
tinguished as pleasures and amusements is 
disappointing. — Herbert Spencer. 


Brutar and vulgar minds, when by ac- 
cident they find themselvs on the side of 
respectability, forego none of the privi- 
eges of the position.— W. B. Young. 


You must measure the strength cf a man 
by the power of the feelings which he sub- 
dues, not by the power of those which 
subdue him. And hence composure is 
often the highest result of strength.— Fred. 
W. Robertson. 


‘Tue essence of knowledge is, having 
it, to apply it." First to know—first to 
acquire, Then to dispense—to mix the 
elements of the social world to new com- 
binations. Absurdly do we play wanton 
with a precious fact and submit it to ejec- 
tion from half the proper territory of its 
inheritance.—Horace L. Traubel. 


Tovunousr was a favored town. It was 
rich in relics. The people were as igno- 
rant as wooden images, but they had in 
their possession the dried bodies of seven 
apostles—the bones of many of the infants 
slain by Herod—part of a dress of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and lots of skulls and skeletons 
of the infallible idiots known as saints, In 
this city the people celebrated every year 
with great joy two holy events: The expul- 
sion of the Huguenots, and the blessed 
massacre of St. Bartholomew. The citi- 
zens of Toulouse had been educated and 
civilized by the church. —Zngersoll. 


Tux student of human affairs should be 
wide visioned and philosophic in preparing 
himself to giv out conclusions as to any 
age or generation. If he allows himself to 
be covered up and confused by the intense 


interests of the present. his judgment will. 


be weak because based upon inadequate 
data. Just as well go to the business man 
or the cobbler for profound generaliza- 
tions and well based reasons, as to him 
who reads history for pleasure and for 
mere facts, without the power and habit 
to detect the relation which events bear to 
each other, and to the age which gave 
them, and to humanity out of which the 
events grew. This inability to interpret 
human history or comprehend human at- 
tributes leads to pessimism or tyroish op- 
timism. He who judges mankind and 
reaches conclusions as to its destiny, by 
reason of his own experierces or the ex- 
periences of his community, or even those 


of his nation, over a short period of time, |. 


is sure to fail.—Progressiv Age. 


Tax time will come, and that soon, when 
sound historians will adopt as their guide 
the principles and methods of ethnologic 
science, because by these slone can they 
assign to the isolated fact its right place in 
the vast structure of human development. 
In the past, histories hav told of but little 
but of kings and their wars; some writers 
of recent date hav remembered that there 
is such a thing as the People, and essayed 
to present its humblest annals; but how 
few hay even attempted to avail themselvs 
of the myriad side-lights which ethnology 
can throw on the motivs and manners of a 
people, its impulses and acquisitions! It is 
the constant aim of ethnology to present 
its results free from bias. It deprecates 
alike enthusiasm and antipathy. Its mis- 
sion is **to define the universal in human- 
ity," as distinguished from all those traits 
which are the products of fluctuating en- 
vironments. This universal however, is 
to be discovered, not assumed. Take, for 
instance, the doctrin of evolution as ap- 
plied to man. It is not only a doctrin but 
a dogma with many scientists. They look 
with theological ire on any one who ques- 
tions it. I hav already said that in the 
long run snd the general average it has 
been true of man. But that we hav any 
certainty that it will continue true is a 
mistake; or that it has been true of the 
vast majority of individuals or of ethnic 
groups is another mistake. As the basis 
for a boastful and confident optimism it is 
as shaky as sand. Taken at its real value, 
as the provisional and partial result of our 
observations, it is & useful guide; but 
swallowed with unquestioning faith, as a 
final law of the universe, it is not a whit 
more inspiring than the narrowest dogma 
of religious bigotry. Ignorant of his past, 
ignorant of his real needs, ignorant of 
himself, man has blundered and stumbled 
up the thorny path of progress for tens of 
thousands of years. Mighty states, mill- 
ions of individuals, hav been hurled to 
destruetion in the perilous ascent, mistak- 
ing the way, pursuing false paths, follow- 
ing blind guides Now anthropology steps 
in, the new Science of Man, offering the 
knowledge of what he has been and is, the 
;young but wise teacher, revealing the fut- 
ure by the unwavering light of the past, 
offering itself as man’s trusty mentor and 
friend, ready to conduct him by sure steps 

-upward and onward to the highest summit 
which his nature is capable of attaining; 
.and who dares set a limit to that?—Prof. 
D. G. Brinton, 
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The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
bys admiring friends as a rare personal souvenir. 
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Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
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DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by. an In- 
telligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Iufinite Series of Designers, 
IL. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. : 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Here iously Slow, 
They Are Egregiously Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, 7 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
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and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
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VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 
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Vows of the Teck. 


Sumare earthquakes were felt in several 
‘places in Greece on Nov. 26th. 


Tae French mission at Luihsiang, 
China, has been destroyed by nativs. 


More riots and killings of Christians are 
‘reported as having occurred in Turkey. 


Jasrz S. Balfour, the religious swindler 
of London, has been sentenced to 14 years 
penal servitude. 3 


A nior is reported as having taken place 
in Madagascar, in which a missionary and 
his family were killed. 


SEORETARY oF THE Navy HERBERT in his 
annual report says that more battleships 
and torpedo boats are needed. 


Pore Lo on Nov. 29th created nine 
cardinals, including Mer. Satolli, and con- 
firmed the appointment of twenty-four 
Italian bishops. 


Iris said that the crop of Florida oranges 
will not this year reach more than 60,000 
boxes, owing to last winter’s freeze, as 
against 5,000,000 last year. 


Senator Davin B. Hinw’s lecture course 
in the Northwest has proved a finanoial 
failure and he has abandoned the tour 
after delivering four lectures. 


ARTHUR STADTHAGEN, a Socialist mem- 
ber of the Reichstag, convicted of libeling 
the Prussian ministers and police, has 
been sentenced to a year’s imprisonment. 


Bisoor A. W. Warman of the A. M, E. 
church died at Baltimore on Nov. 30th. 
His diocese included Iowa, Illinois, In- 
diana, and Wisconsin. He was 74 years 
of age. 


A SEVERE storm swept over a part of the 
North on Nov. 25th, particularly the lake 
region. Chicago streets were blocked with 
snow, and many wrecks are reported on 
the lakes. 


On Sunday, Dec. ist, the Sunday law 
was more rigidly enforced than ever in 
New York city. Flower sellers, egg deal- 
ers, and other red-handed criminals were 
rushed in by the police, 


UNDER a new law of Minnesota town- 
ships can secede from one county and join 
another, Objecting to a bond issue, seven- 
teen townships of Cass county hav just 
gone over to Crow Wing county. 


A REAL ' dispensation " has happened at 
Fairmont, Tenn. Rev. D. F. Levy has 
just died there of blood-poisoning caused 
by running a splinter into his knee when 
he threw himself violently on to his knees 
to pray. : 


On Nov. 29th at the Tilly Foster iron 
mines near Carmel, N. Y., earth and rock 
caved in at the mouth of the inclined shaft 
and rushing 300 feet to the bottom, killed 
probably a dozen workmen and mangled 
several others. ; 


ARTHUR ÁZRNOULD, of France, died in 
Paris on Nov. 25th. He was the author of 
a history of the Inquisition and other 
books. Daring the Revolution of '71 he 
was a leader of the Commune and was 
elected to the National Assembly, 


Tr has at last been decided by the courts 
that the Negroes, formerly slaves, of the 
Cherokee country, are entitled to a portion 
of the money paid the Cherokee nation for 
the Cherokee Strip. The Negroes will get 
about $1,300,000, and their proper interest 
in the unsold lands, 


Rey, J. T. M. Jounston, D.D., pastor 
of the First Baptist church of Jefferson 
City, Mo., declared in a sermon on Nov. 
24th that United States Minister Terrell in 
Turkey cught to be hanged for not pro- 
tecting, as he alleged, American mission- 
aries against the Mohammedans, 


AN explosion ina cartridge factory at 
Palma, Island of Majorca (belonging to 
Spain), resulted in the death of seventy 
persons, whose bodies hay been found, and 
the probable fatal injury of more than 
twenty others, It is said that the explo- 
sion was caused by a workman who had 
been dismissed. 


More victories for the Cubans, via 
Cuban channels of information; more 
burning of sugar plantations by the insur- 
gents, and more denials by the Spaniards 
of the asserted Cuban triumphs. It seems 
certain, however, that several expeditions 
hav recently landed men, arms, and am- 
munition for the revolutionists. 


In Cleveland on Thanksgiving Day the 
Christian Endeavorers and Epworth Lesg- 
vers prayed for the conversion of Colonel 
Ingersoll, The incantation was partici- 
pated in by several thousand persons and 
was performed in private. At the Salvation 
Army meeting and in some of the churches 
there were public magic rites of the same 
class. . 


And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bring- 


eth them up into an high mountain apart. 


And was transfigured before them; and his 
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 


And, behold, there 


appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.—Mat, xvii, 1, 2, 3. 


Two Liberals are among the winners of | Octavius Brooxs FrotHincHam, the 


the literary prizes offered by the New York | 


Herald, each the first in his class. 
Hawthorne gets the prize of $10,000 for 
the best novel, the work being entitled 
‘Between Two Fires." Edgar Fawcett 
secures the. $2,000 prize for a short story, 
entitled, ‘‘A Romance of Old New York.” 


Tue Parliament of the Dominion of 
Canada will meet in its sixth session on 
Jan. 2d. The Manitoba school question 
will be the subject considered. It seems 
very probable.thatif Parliament passes & 
remedial order for the restoration of Cath- 
olie schools in Manitoba, in accordance 
with the decision of the English Privy 
Council, Manitoba will secede from the 
Dominion, which means the establishment 
of an independent crown colony. 


In the Republican House caucus in 
Washington on the night of Nov. 30th the 
only exciting contest was over the chap- 
laincy, for which eight ministers engaged 
in a hot and undignified scramble. Sun- 
day was ‘‘ desecrated,” the fight lasting 
until past midnight and the selection tak- 
ing place in the ‘‘ holy [dis] quiet of the 
Sabbath morn.” Rev. H. U. Coudon, of 
Michigan, won the $900 prize, with Rev. 
H, D. Fisher, of Kansas, a close second. 


On Nov. 29th the police of Berlin sum- 
marily closed eleven Socialist clubs. Ed- 
itor Foerster has been sent to prison for 
three months for permitting & certain arti- 
cle to appear in the Hthische-Kultur. Dr. 
Charles Parkhurst says that New York 
newspapers that opposed the Sunday eru- 
sade would in Berlin hav been confiscated, 
machinery and all sand their managers 
put on bread-and-water diet, thus intimat- 
ing that they would hav been served right. 


Tue Pennsylvania miracle-liar is again 
sending his stories to the papers. His 
latest is of a girl near Wilkesbarre. Seven 
years ago 2 playmate thrust a finger in her 
left eye, blinding it, and the right soon 
lost its sight also. Four years ago she 
heard a sermon in which it was declared 
that God would do anything for those who 
had faith in him. She acted on the priest’s 
advice and has been praying ever since for 
the restoration of her sight. Now she is 
gradually recovering the power to see. The 
miracle is that anyone can believe this to 
be a miracle. 


radical Unitarian clergyman, died in Bos- 


Julian | ton on Nov. 27th. He was born in that 


city in 1822. First an anti-slavery advo- 
cate, he in 1867 became the first president 
of the Free Religious Association. He next 
became a transcendentalist and a disciple 
of Milland Spencer. In 1879 he severed 
all his church connections and thereafter 
reckoned himself among the Agnostios. 
During his later years he devoted his en- 
ergies entirely to literature. 


NovEÉMBEB 29th there died in Ellischan, 
Bohemia, Count Edward Francis Joseph 
Taaffe, for fourteen years prime minister 
of Austria, He was born in Prague, in 
Bohemia, 62 years ago, of noble Austrian 
parents, but was descended from an an- 
cient Irish family, and held the title of 
Viscount of Corren and Baron of Bally- 
mote, Sligo, in the Irish peerage. In the 
park of his home in Ellisehan he had 
erected & massiv vine-covered ruin, a per- 
fect reproduction of his ancestral castle 
of Ballymote. 


ALEXANDRE Dumas III. died in Paris 
on Nov. 2ith. His grandfather, the 
founder of the family, was the son of a 
Marquisdela Pailletrieand a Negro woman, 
a Blave, whom he had made his mistress 
in San Domingo when he was its governor. 
Alexandre I, owed more to his mother 
than to his father, for she belonged to that 
race that enjoys the distinction of being 
the only race of any color that ever freed 
itself from slavery without assistance. 
Dumas III. is the last of the name. All 
three of the Dumas achieved success in 
the battle of life. 


THE THE 


BRAIN +» BIBLE; 


TER CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 
This is the only work of its kind in the litera. 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
1t is eloqnent as well as convincing. 
Price, cloth, 81. ddress 
; TGR TRUTH REEKRR 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


NEW BOOKS 


- [ROT C, INGERSOLL 


The Field - Ingersoll Discus- 
Sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 


In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those who 
do not remember it we can only say 
that they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. 

The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Ohristians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to st- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote along letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the greatest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. These 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price, 250. 


This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 


This lecture is a consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Ool- 
onel Ingersoll’s orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “ This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 


The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYRT14& PLACE, New York. 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forth. 


By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
2-Lafavette place. New York. 


The supposed impossible has ed 
Loy Doon accomplished und at 1n8t 
RUP wonrenble to give you oue of our 


GUARANTEED AMERICAN WATCIL W4 


M salo hag exceeded that of any other watch 
pover produced. This “DOLLAR WATOH” 
Wi is the 5th and last of the famous American 
ii scrios and marks a potntin watch manufac- 


turing past which allof the monoy and in- 
\ M vonuity of the world can nover go. Tointro- 
NOS duce them quickly, we will for n short time 
a send samples direct from factory to individ- 
ual buyers. This watch isa regular American patont lever, 
Inntern pinion, dust proof case, timed, tested, rognlatod and 
guaranteed for one year. On receipt of $1.00 wo wili send the 
watch postpaid with our yours’ guarantee. Ifyou wlll mention. 
this paper we willinclude free a handsome chain and charm 
also our Catnlogue of 1000 novelties, Address, 


ROBT. H. INGERSOLL & BRO., 
Dept, gy 65 CORTLANDT STREET, N. Y. CITY. 
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Christian Unity and the Result. 


Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer. 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tux TRurH SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Seo 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


To any subscriber now on our list who will get 
anew name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FauzTHINKER's PIOTORIAL Tzxr-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
PioroniiL Tuxt-Boox. 

The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PIOTORIAL 
Tzxr-Book were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfuiness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has {85 Full-page Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Huston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Unele Sam and the Priests there are 16 ; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws, 6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4 ; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, ; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subsorip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Jnduce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 


dollars and get both paper and book—riv& DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREE VOLLARB. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you ean get s copy if you will Do rot delay, but 


get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all At twice the price it would hav been s 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is à wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desirb 
a copy of this most wonderful volume. — Freethinkers' 
Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethough 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o: 
right and truth, But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


Send ns a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 
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For $6.50 we will send Taz Trurs SERKER one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement, f Shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. *''Fov&R 
HUNDESD YEARS OF FaEETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


oeer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
Send ns FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SP [2 CIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
0 FFER / “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ^ 
” FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, vost 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED, 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated By WATSON 


HESTON, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


M 


For $5 we will send Tun TaurH SxuxzR one year ($3) and **Paine's 
great Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 
= For $5 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.60 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid ofter, for every one 
wants this book. It has overa thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux TaurH Szezer one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 
= For $4 we will send Tum Trorm SxrkzR one year ($8) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4;we will send Tus Trura SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Trora Szzxer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 
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AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $450. The 


2.75 Pin and THE UTH 
EKER one year for $5. 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


The TRUTH 


JEUIE. ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 84.75. Sugar Spoons and ''aurH BEeEKEB, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spocn 
gilt bowl. 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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EY PRICE 25 CENTS 7 | 
‘The Bible Inquirer, 
A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 


CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


‘With References to the most 2lain and Striking Belf-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
Scriptures. Including Questions Answered Afürmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
ible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 
2 Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 2 J <favette Place. Now York City. 


FOR ANY OF A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


? AND 
Ingersoll S COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 
Works 


By A. R. AYRES. 
Address THIS OFFICE 


* A good book written with a purpose.’ 
Pric 25 cents. 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


$3225; $250; $25. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

*'The vclume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime." 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World’s Fair; Mr. 
Gzonez Srecx, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Signor Faniant, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says: 

“tI have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ou 
personal friend, to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to ofte 
them to Trurn Szexer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate v.yic; a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


-.$679,694,439. |EDEOLOGY 


By the census of 1890, the By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D. 
above is the value of A Treatise on the Generative System, 


Church Property etes aid 


Pre-natal Influence, (Influence which af- 
fects an unborn child.) 
Limitation of Offspring, and 


in the United States. Hygiene of the Generative System, 
. Oontaining 
Should It Be Exempt from | Pian Facts on Private Subjects for ait Adults. 
P This book deals in an open, 
Taxation ? frank, bui delicate way, with all points of in- 


terest on the generative system. 
It treats of 
Personal and Soctat Phystology and, 
AT THE MarnispD OUGHT TO Kno 
In order to live healthy lives and produce healt hy 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Hygiene. 
w 


By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


l'en copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies, a a = 0 57 4.50 
Ine hundred copies ~ - - 8.00 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 


offspring. 

It is free from medical technicalities, written 
on the highest moral plane, and in such a way 
that evervone may read and understand it. Itis 
most highly commended by the press. eminent 
physicians, and prominent people of all callings. 

Itis printed from large, new, clear-faced type, 
on good paper, in one volume, well bound. 


Price, cloth, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
Single subscription, in advance......-....... e. ce eee rm eene e $3 09 
One subscription two years, in advance. ^s. 9 00 


Two new subscribers...........ececeee eee eee eese sm that remet 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subsoription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


GONG. isos useueer erstes és ro ienesoéebecosssccé uuo P eee aos 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
L&DÓOO..cceoeses so vias a roseerresecoareesvaoseoespaeosa e a érRd 5 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
tanoe........ dicdige ese 000,89 rue eesoéussessoVenadosS re 0 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent bY express company’s money order, 
postal order, drast on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drata, oheoks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send as the name and address of 
any Freethinker who isnot a regular subscriber. 


Some Funny Utterances in a Sermon. 


Rev. Dr. David James Burrell, of the Marble Col- 
legiate church of this city, said in a sermon the 
other day, referring to the laboring man, that he 
“is coming to his own—coming to that standard 
the pattern for which was set by the carpenter of 
Galilee.” That is rich, surely. Consulting the 
alleged record, we find that “the carpenter of Gali- 
lee” told servants to obey their masters, and yet 
Rev. Mr. Burrell praises the results of strikes! The 
servants of whom Jesus spoke were slaves, and yet 
they were told to obey. The carpenter did not 
utter one word in condemnation of slavery. As to 
the pay of free workmen, he held that the man who 
labored three times as long as another was entitled 
to no greater wages than the other. Mr. Burrell, 
the modern laboring man demands not merely equal 
but increased pay when he works over-hours. The 
pattern for the standard of the present-day work- 
ingman was not “set by the carpenter of Galilee.” 

‘In the social world we see a convention of women. 
That means the coming of the new woman—not the 
women who are loudly agitating, who want a woman’s 
' Bible, who are its authors, and who attack the preachers 
of the word of God. They are the same old women. But 
there is a new woman who glorifies her sex in the name 
of sister, mother, wife, and who finds her coign of van- 
tage in the home and in the many fields of women’s 
industry. This new woman is a combination of Ruth 
and Esther, with all womanly kindness and charity of 
Christ.” 

Perhaps Dr. Burrell is not aware that the new 
woman who wants “a woman’s Bible” is the same 
woman who pioneered the way in “the many fields 
of women’s industry.” Then it is all very well for 
Dr. Burrell to praise Ruth, and there is no stain 
upon her name, but it is very much to be doubted 
that he would be as lenient of the same conduct in 
one of the “new” women as he is of the conduct of 
Ruth, who kept the customs of her mother-in-law’s 
people. As for Esther, she took the place of the 
queen, who herself had too much self-respect to be 
made a display of for th entertainment of the 
king's drunken court and later Esther received from 
the compliant monarch an order for the hanging of 
the already murdered ten sons of an old enemy of her 
race. So vindictiv was she that she could thus take 
vengeance on the mangled bodies of men who had 
done her no injury! Is this the best selection that 
Mr. Burrell could make from the heroins of the 


Bible to set off against the ungodly new women 
who are trying to make that Bible express a little 
respect for their sex ? 

Regarding the “charity of Christ,” it may be nec- 
essary to say that it was not displayed to any great 
extent in his fierce dedunciations of those who did 
not agree with him. We are perfectly willing that 
Dr. Burrell should say, in answer to this, that the 
Bible misrepresents Jesus. Only by discrediting 
the Infallible Oracle can he remove the blemishes 
from his Christ. 

“To win,” says the preacher, “reformers must 
hav political charity and forbearance.” But how 
can political or any other kind of charity and for- 
bearance be manifested by “reformers” whose only 
conception of “reform” is bayonet rule? ‘In the 
state election we achieved victory for the American 
Sabbath and temperance reform.” ‘Where is the 
forbearance in forcing the minority to observe the 
Sabbath of the dominant power? 

‘There has come an end to destruotiv criticism, and 
the credit of the Bible is more firmly established. That 


old book has come to stay until God's people hear his 
words from his own lips." 


This will certainly be news to the hundreds of 
writers whose very recent criticisms of the Bible 
hav been so destructiv; it will be news to the pub- 
lishers who are putting them upon the market, and 
to the reviewers who are trying to find in them 
some comfort for orthodoxy. In view of the fact 
that the vast majority of educated men and women 
believe either that the Bible is a purely human pro- 
duction or that at least many parts of it are inter- 
polations and corruptions, while in past ages all 
Christendom held it to be the very word of God, 
inspired and inerrant—in view of this fact, we say, 
it takes considerable assurance to assert that the 
credit of the Bible, manifestly as the revelation of 
God, is more firmly established than it was before 
the work of criticism began. That seems to us very 
much like whistling when one’s courage is at zero. 


Still Evading the Issue of Religious Liberty. 

The National Reform Association demands the 
adoption of a Christian amendment to the Consti- 
tution, and such other changes in that charter and 
in the laws as will recognize the Christian’s god, 
Christ, and the Bible, as supreme in the govern- 
ment. It wishes to thus shut Freethinkers out of 
all positions of public trust, if not to disfranchise 
them, to make and enforce blasphemy laws, estab- 
lish a stronger press censorship, support religion 
by direct appropriations as now by the exemption 
of church property from taxation, compel all to ob- 
serve the first day of the week as a Sabbath, main- 


‘tain religious instruction in the public schools, and 


force upon all “ Christ's law of divorce" and other 
canons of what it is pleased to call “ Christian 
morality.” It has been and is the work of Tux 
Trove Serxer to enlighten the people regarding 
the proximate and ultimate designs of these theo- 
crats, to show what is the logical outcome, in perse- 
cution, of the principles they hold, and to urge all 
lovers of equal liberty to resist the encroachments 
of the foes of the civil republic. To this end THE 
Trura Szzexer has used argument and satire, ex- 
pressed by means of letter-press and cartoons. It 
has consistently and persistently frowned upon all 
suggestions of retaliation in kind; its demand has 
been that the Constitution remain as it is, guaran- 
teeing the rights alike of Christian, Jew, Infidel, 
and pagan. Is has opposed and opposes all forms 
of proscription for opinion’s sake; it antagonizes a 
press censorship of any kind, and in all other ways 
it has stood unflinchingly for the equal rights of 
citizens of all schools of thought. The theocratic 


papers hav been utterly unable to find a flaw in the 
editorials of ‘Tue Terura Szexer, so far as the prin- 
ciple of equal religious freedom is concerned. Nei- 
ther hav they attempted, except in a perfunctory, 
faint-hearted way, to dispose of the facts we hav 
marshaled and the arguments we hav presented. 
Clearly, they hav recognized the futility of any such 
effort. They hav repeatedly charged us with “ per- 
secuting intolerance" but they hav never dared to 
attempt to make good their charges by the citation 
of our own words. How, then, it may be asked, do 
they try to support their accusations? Well, they 
turn their imaginations loose on Mr. Heston’s car- 
toons; it is comparativly easy to prove anything by 
a cartoon—particularly if the editor's readers do 
not see it, as in this instance—and the Christian 
Reformer seems to hav early realized this, for it 
has on previous occasions, as our subscribers know, . 
asserted that Taz Truru Sexers pictures evi- 
denced the possession by us of a vindictiv desire to 

persecute the lamb-like Covenanters and other ad- 

vocates of persecution. In its issue of November 

16th the theocratic organ makes charges in connec. 

tion with our first page cartoon in the number for 

November 2d similar to those it had made against 
the John Calvin cartoon of an earlier date, and 
which we disposed of last week. It says: 

“There is & cartoon representing the members of the 
National Reform Association as murderers, quoting in 
part a sentence from the Christian Reformer to the 
effect that when Christians hav the power they hav the 
right to acknowledge God and to enforca his law against 
immorality. We charge Tas Teura Ssexer with 
slander and the spirit of parsecuting intolerance. It is 
either this or something else as balor worse. Aocusa- 
tions against us of crimes equivalent to murder are 
frequent in its columns. Does the editor of that paper 
believe in capital punishment for murder in the first 
degree? If so, he believes that wə should bə put to 
death, for that is the crime with which he charges us. 
Does he believe in imprisonmant for life for such a 
crime? Then that is the panishm2nt he would mote out 
tous. Would he let us off with less punishment, or none 
at all? Then heeither believes that such criminals as 
murderers should not be punished, or else he does not 
believe his own charges against us. He may take which- 
ever horn of the dilemma he pleases. If he believes his 
charge of murderous spirit made against us, aud would 
invoke the penalty of the law against us, our statement 
that he is of an intolerant and perseouting spirit is true. 
If he believes the charge and would not so punish, he 
takes a position that would break down all civil govern- 
ment by letting criminals of all kinds escape. If he 
would let us escape beoaase we are guilty of no such 
crime as he charges, he is guilty of the basest kind of 
slander. We insist, therefore, that until this matter is 
cleared up we are justifiable in making the charge of per- 
secuting intolerance against Taz TRUTH SEEKER.” 


Let us see about this terrible cartoon. On one 
side, in the foreground, stands a figure dressed in 
Puritan garb, wrapped in the cloak of religion, 
wearing the label “Christian Reformer”; the hands 
are outspread piously and the eyes turned heaven- 
ward as in prayer; from beneath the lower garment 
slightly protrude a pair of cloven hoofs; in the 
background appear the gable and steeple ofa 
church. On the other side in the foreground stands 
the same figure, stripped of his disguise of gown 
and cloak and hat and mask, and revealed as the 
devil of theocratic treason. He is trampling upon 
the Constitution of the United States; in his right 
hand he grasps the blood-dripping Sword of 
Christ; in his left he holds an unfolded scroll upon 
which are written these sentences from the Christian 
Reformer of July 27, 1895: “The government will 
be transformed so as to harmonize with Christian 
principles. Nor do the people need to wait until 
all are converted before this is done. Where Chris- 
tians hav the power they hav the right to do it.” 
Above the scroll, upon a wall, are seen quotations 
from Washington, Franklin, Grant, and Garfield, 
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all expressiv of the principles of separation of re- 
ligion and the state. Behind the devil of theocracy 
there lies upon the ground the skull of murdered 
Liberty. In the background there is a crowd over 
which floats the banner of the Society of Christian 
Endeavor. This crowd is gathered about a stake 
to which an Infidel is chained, and the fagots at his 
feet hav just been ignited. 

Now is this picture a libel upon the theocrats? 
It has its sanction in the quotation from the Chris- 
tian Reformer to the effect that the Christian ma- 
jority has a right to transform our civil government, 
equally protectiv of the rights of Christian and In- 
fidel, into a government which will recognize and 
enforce Christian principles, logically and avowedly 
at the expense of those who do not accept the said 
Christian principles, thus destroying the equality 
before the law of Christian and Infidel. There is 
no question about this; it is the ten thousand-times 
admitted and boasted purpose of the theocrats. 
The devil of theocracy stands upon the overthrown 
civil Constitution. So the theocrats admit it is 
their intention to stand, and they are at present 
arguing and working for the amendmeni that would 
accomplish this result if adopted. The symbolical 
representativ of theocracy grasps the Sword of 
Christ; so would the priest of theocracy wield the 
sword of King Jesus, either himself or by proxy. 
Liberty has been slaughtered. With the theocratic 
program realized in practice, how much life would 
there be left in liberty in these United States? The 
Infidel is being burned at the stake. In the ages 
that are past, neither Catholic nor Protestant has 
hesitated to thus destroy the “ enemies of Christ.” 
Would they hesitate now? In portions of this 
country Christian mobs hav this year burned at the 
stake, with the refinements of torture, fellow Chris- 
tians who hav committed crimes against individuals. 

But the Christian points to his Bible and declares 
that there is a crime worse than outrage or murder, 
and that this crime that can never be forgiven is 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. If mere mur- 
der may be forgiven upon profession of belief, if 
repentance will erase every debit mark against man 
except that made by blasphemy, does it not logi- 
cally follow that the Christian will more cruelly pun- 
ish blasphemy against the Holy Ghost than he will 
any crime committed against manorwoman? The 
Christian of the past did this; with him, as with 
the God of the Bible, blasphemy was the most hein- 
ous of offenses, and he ruthlessly murdered mill- 
ions in obedience to the commands of his theolog- 
ical conscience. Would the theocrat of to day do 
differently if he had the power and could not sup- 
press Infidelity by milder punishment? Hav not 
the Christian Reformer and its allies in the theo- 
cratic press repeatedly declared that the Editor of 
this journal is guilty of the crime of blasphemy and 
that the paper should be suppressed because of 
this? And if, as the Bible says—if, as the Chris- 
tians of the ages gone hav solemnly affirmed—blas- 
phemy is the one crime that God will never pardon, 
and if, again—as the National Reformers so posi- 
tivly claim—it is the province of civil government 
to enforce on earth God's law, including the decree 
against blasphemy, what is to be done with us when 
the theocrats get all the power they are now after? 

Suppose that we continue to “blaspheme”; will we 
be let alone if simple fines and short terms of im- 
prisonment do not avail to stop our presses? Has 
it not always been the case that suppressiv laws hav 
grown more and more severe and their enforcement 
more remorseless and cruel until the opposition was 
erushed out or suecessful rebellion broke the power 
of the tyrant? If Tae Trora Serger should sur- 
vive fines and imprisonment and confiscation; if, 
driven into subterfuges, it should appear under 
another name or be printed on concealed machinery 
and be distributed in the night, as has been done 
before and is done in Russia now, where would the 
theocrats stop in devising adequate deterrents ? 
Suppose that lengthening terms of imprisonment 
did not prevent the continued publication of blas- 
phemous literature, would they confess themselvs 
beaten so long as they possessed political authority 
to suppress blasphemy? If death by hanging or 
electrocution did not accomplish the results desired 


would they shrink from adding the rack, the thumb- | article, when, as we before stated. it was distinctly 


screw, and the stake to their list of reformatory 
agencies? There is nothing in the history of the 
church to justify the supposition that they would 
voluntarily pause in their crusade in the name of 
God. In the light of the indisputable and gen- 
erally undisputed facis cited, it is certain that Mr. 
Heston’s cartoon is not a libe! on the National Re 
form Association. Now we ask the Christian Re- 
former to explicitly say what it would do with 
* blasphemers " in the contingency presented. 

The absurd questions asked by the Covenanter 
paper can be answered in a very few sentences. In 
eommon with other Freethinkers, we believe that a 
free press and free mails are equally important with 
free speech. We believe that progress is depend- 
ent upon freedom of investigation and expression. 
We are opposed to all theories of constructiv 
treason or constructiv invasion of the individual. 
To constitute a crime there must be the overt act. 
Forgery, libel, and slander are such overt acts, as 
are theft, arson, rape, murder, and torture. But 
the advocacy even of Sunday laws, blasphemy 
statutes, and all the rest of the vicious legislation 
proposed by the theocrats, is not an overt act. It 
is merely the expression of opinion, of ill-founded, 
bigoted opinion, we are bound to believe, but 
it is never safe to forbid by law the expression of 
even ill-founded and bigoted opinion. Truth al- 
ways in the end if not at once suffers more than 
does error by such interference. The schemes ad- 
voeated by the National Reformers are criminal, 
when measured by the effects that would follow 
their inauguration, but the doer, not the theorizer, 
is to the one to be restrained or punished. Not 
the editor who argues that the blasphemer should 
beimprisoned but the man who imprisons him is 
the criminal in fact. Only the free passage of the 
currents of controversy can make a healthful 
atmosphere. But when the bigot advances from 
words to deeds he has passed from the arena of 
reason to that of brute force and must take the 
consequences of his acts if he meets with resistance. 

If the enactment and enforcement of blasphemy 
laws resulted in the killing of “ blasphemers,” the 
men who voted for the law and those who enforced 
it would morally be guilty of murder, and only their 
possession of the machinery of the government, or 
the forbearance of the friends of the victims in case 
these should come into power, would save the 
persecutors from prosecution and punishment. 

The Christian Reformer will see that we hav 
not taken either horn of the dilemma that it pre- 
sented. We hav demonstrated that the teachings 
of the theocrats would logically result in the very 
crimes that Mr. Heston depicted, and so hav proved 
that they are not libeled by the cartoon. We hav 
shown—what they should hav known before—that 
the Freethinker would not punish for the expression 
of opinion, no matter how ridiculous, ignorant, or 
intolerant that opinion may be, and we hav also 
made it clear that when Dr. McAllister and his co- 
workers pass from theory to practice they will find 
us ready to resist their acts of invasion, if we deem 
such resistance expedient. 

—— 
An Elusiv Canadian Christian. 

Week before last we printed here two letters, 
one written by the editor of the Epworth League 
paper, Onward, of Toronto, and the other by the 
Editor of Taz Trurs Szrxer. Below will be found 
the rejoinder of Mr. Withrow to the last men- 
tioned communication : i 

** TORONTO, CAN., Nov. 26, 1895, 

“E M. Macponatp, Esq, 28 Lafayette Place, New 
York, N. Y., Dear Sir: On my return from Atlanta I 
found two or three copies of Tar TnurH SxrrkrR with 
a mass of other mail matter. I read your criticism, but 
did not see the reprint of my article. But even if I had 
I would still deny your right to hav whatever you choose 
printed in the paper which I edit. That paper was estab- 
lished for the special purpose of promoting a belief in 
the Bible, which it is your purpose to destroy. I decline 
to make that paper the vehicle for promulgating doctring 
which I believe to be subversiv of morality and religion, 
of good citizenship, of law and order. I remain, 

“ Yours very truly, W. H. WirHROw." 

We confess that we are unable to understand 

fey Mr. Withrow did not see the reprint of his 


said in the criticism which he says he did read, just 
where the reprint would be found, and it was 
there, only two pages further on, under the heading 
he himself had given it. 

We oheerfully admit that Mr. Withrow is ihe 
sole judge of what shall go into his own paper, and 
we are not trying to prove that we hava right to 
hay what we choose printed in Onward. But 
nevertheless we must insist that if the editor of 
that paper wished to “ tote fair," and if he was not 
afraid to hav his readers see our simple statement 
of fact, he would print our letter in reply to his 
own. 'The matter which he refused to print did 
not embody doctrins ‘subversiv of morality and 
religion, of good citizenship, of law and order," 
even from his point of view, unless he deems a 
refutation of his false assertions subversiv of all 
these things; which, of course, it is quite possible 
he does, for it is not difficult to think that he, as a 
devout believer in the Bible, imagins that it is in- 
cumbent upon him to imitate the example of 
Yahveh, although putting the “lying spirit” into 
his own mouth instead of that of the prophet of 
his enemies. 


Hav you ordered your holiday books? If not, 


see the list offered on page 797. 


‘í Ingersoll’s latest is the same old hash in a new dish." 
Catholic Union and Times. 


Father Cronin's latest is the same old hash in 
the same old cracked, crime-discolored dish of the 
church. 


The press dispatches say that Mrs. Henrietta 
Pierce, of Wheeling, W. Va., died of starvation on 
Thankegiving Day. Examination revealed that she 
hed eaten nothing for days. She was a comparativ 
stranger in the city and was unable to find work. 
But while her neighbors did not know of her con- 
dition God did—or Theism is false—and so he is 
responsible for her pitiable death on our official 
thank day. 


mE UC 

In Texas they burn eriminals to death at slow 
fires and hold that Sunday recreation is a erime. 
Cruelty and superstition are inextricably interwoven. 
A double scull championship match was arranged 
to come off on the lake at Austin on November 10th. 
Mayor McDonald positivly forbade the race, and 
all because November 10th happened to be Sunday. 
Whatever the pretext may be upon which this med- 
dling and intolerable action was taken, the real 
cause Of the order, as of the law or ordinance ap- 
pealed to authorize it, is the fear—well-grounded, 
no doubt—that to permit other attractions to com- 
pete with the churches on Sunday would greaily 
deplete their congregations. But what right hav 
legislativ and executiv officers to prevent fair com- 
petition ? 


A correspondent suggests that if Colonel Inger- 
soll had been stricken with paralysis and had then, 
in this weakened condition, gone into the church, 
and this just at the time the Christian Endeavorers 
were praying for his conversion, it would not 
hav proved anything beyond his own personality. 
Necessarily not, but the people who prayed and 
their fellow Christians would hav insisted that it 
did prove something else. As a rule, they “con- 
vert" hereties and Infidels only when they are 
suffering with weakened bodies and brains. And, 
singularly enough, they think that the few mo- 
ments or hours that the dying man spends in this 
world after he has been “converted” completely 
neutralizes the testimony that he gave for Free- 
thought during the years of his physical and intel- 
lectual health. They are the only people we know 
who think that the beliefs of a diseased brain 
are of more importance than the opinions of a 
brain in health. That impressio is one of the real 
* mysteries" of Christianity. 


Belief in a god is the greatest of brain-turners. 
The concepiion of an absolute personality that 
interferes in the affairs of men in answer to prayer 
leads logically to the idea of sacrifice, which, of 
course, is merely a kind of bribery. God .intoxica- 


. tion may be very mild or very severe, or it may stop 
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at any of the intermediate degrees, but as soon as 
it has reached a certain stage the victim is liable at 
any moment to bid farewell to all normal restraints 
and become a raving maniac. Where the god notion 
has taken a strong hold on the mind, insanity most 
often assumes the form of religious homicidal 
mania. Then you hear of the Abrahams, the Free- 
maus, and the rest of the child .sacrificers. Thus, 
only a short ago Mrs. Elias Gilder, of Allentown, 
Pa., killed her babe to placate her angry divinity. 
After hacking the child’s ankles with a butcher- 
knife and badly beating its body, she completed the 
work of sacrifice by smothering it. The studious 
observer will note, in this connection, that the deity 
to whom the offering was made is the local one— 
the deity indigenous to or adopted long ago by the 
people to whom the god-demented woman belongs. 
This illustrates again the purely human origin of 
all god-concepts and the non-supernatual develop 
ment of religions. 


To the Friends of the “ Ironclad Age.” 

You are herewith introduced to Taz Tura 
Szzxzx. While a few, perhaps many of you, hav in 
the past taken both papers, many more hav not. 
It is therefore incumbent upon us to explain to you 
the cause of this introduction, and at the same time 
bid you a sad if not a last farewell. Whatever 
prestige the Ironclad Age had came through the 
peculiar individualities of its founder, J. R. Mon- 
roe, MD, and his successor, Mrs. Power. For 
many years before the demise of Dr. Monroe it was 
his well-known wish that the paper should be per- 
petuated and that his gon son, V. H. Monroe, M.D., 
should occupy the editorial tripod. The son felt 
that he could not sacrifice a large practice (which 
his sire had done before him) to giv the paper the 
attention required. It then devolved upon his 
daughter, Lulie Monroe Power, to take up the work 
of her lamented father. This she did, and bravely 
carried it forward, laying it aside only when life 
ceased. For the sske of the well-known wishes of 
both Mrs. Power and her father, and for the cause of 
Freethought—which has all too few champions— 
we endeavored to form some alliance by which the 
paper could be continued. The paper without an 
editor was a ship in mid-ocean without a rudder. 
Failing in this, together with the accumulation of 
debt and discouragement, the estate was forced 
into the hands of an administrator. This made it 
necessary to sell the plant, which was done ata 
sacrifice. : 

It also became our duty to fulfil our obligations 
to subscribers who had paid in advance. This 
labor of love Taz Trura Szrxer has undertaken to 
do for us; we hav placed in its hands the subserip- 
tion lisí, and hope we can assure it of the good 
will of the friends of Mrs. Power and ourselvs. 
Taz Trura Szzxzs wil now take the place of the 
Ironclad Agein making weekly visits to both those 
who hav paid in advance and those who hav not; 
for as we expected the latter to renew for the Iron- 
‘clad, so shall we still hope that they will renew by 
sending the amount of their arrearages to THE 
Troura Srexer, with as much in advance as they 
conveniently can. We feel sure that this arrange- 
ment will please the friends of the Zronclad better 
than any other we could make except to continue. 
We hav also transferred to the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany all the books, copyrights, good will, etc., of 
the former publishing business of the Zronclad 
Age, and those desiring these books will find them 
&t the Truth Seeker Office. We know from many 
years’ dealing with them that our successors will 
do everything they can to continue the pleasant 
relations which hav existed between the Jronclad 
and its subscribers and friends, who will find 
prompt and generous people to deal with, and we 
solicit our friends to send them as prompt and gen- 
erous orders. Speaking for the late Mrs. Power 
and ourselvs, we ask every subscriber to renew his 
Ironclad subscription to Taz Trova SErKER at 
once. You will find the paper different in many 
respects from the old Zronclad, though nearer than 
any other and equally determined in its advocacy of 
liberty and Freethought principles. As there is 
now one less Freethought journal claiming your 
loyalty and support, let our friends be as deter- 
mined that others shall continue to exist. 

As it may be of interest to our friends to know 
the destiny of the Zronclad Age equipment, we 
will say that it was sold to a Christian syndicate, 
they being the highest bidders, and what was for 
forty years known as the * Den" is now the rendez- 
vous of a score or more of D.D.s. Zhey had no 
trouble to gell $50,000 stock for cash, and hereafter 
the Ironclad equipment will grind out thousands 
of copies weekly of the superstition-breeding West- 
minster Eindeavorers. 


Oo 


The rejection of the dogma of an eternal hell 
does not necessarily prove that the rejector is a 
Liberal or that in practice he would be less intol- 
eraut than his more orthodox brethren. Dr. A. A. 
Miner’s affiliation with the God-in-the-Constitution 
party is a case in point. And the other day the 
New York State Universalist Convention in session 
at Troy adopted a resolution indorsing the Sunday 
closing crusade in this city. The Universalist or- 
gans repudiate the principle of evolution, and that 
church is itself a striking example of involution. 
It long since ceased to grow, and Universalists ap- 
pear to think that it is necessary for them to be 
ultra conservativ in order to retain their standing 
as Christians. Their main body was long since 
passed by the advance guard of the old “hell fire” 
denominations, which, when Universalism was a liv- 
ing power, were out of sight in the rear of the 
small but aggressiv party of earnest reformers led 
by Murray, Ballou, and their successors. 


Another religious murderer was executed the 
other day. He was Charles N. Smith, of Illinois. 
He killed his cbild and sister-in-law. According to 
his confession, he intended to kill his whole family, 
but not the sister-in-law. He said that he regretted 
her death. He was at one time a professional 
base-ball player. Then his thoughts turned to re- 
ligion, and his investigations led him to conclude 
that the Catholic religion was the true religion. It 
should be noted in passing that it was only after 
he thought seriously on religious matters that he 
became a criminal. In his confession occurs this 
passage : 

‘ At last, by an unseen hand, I was lifted high enough 
to be able to see that there was no hope of re-uniting with 
my family here upon earth, and the world having no 
pleasure for me, I calmly and deliberately, with a ra- 
tional mind, decided that if I could not liv with them, 
I would be united with them in heaven, and took 
that means of accomplishing my desire, * I did 
it under the belief that God, knowing the injustice under 
which I was suffering, would judge me leniently and 
justly." 

The foregoing is from the Quincy (Ill.) Herald 
of Nov. 29d, 1895. It is clear that the unfortunate 
man's mind was unbalanced, although his reasoning 
was orthodox. There is no contradiction in these 
two statements. He argued to himself that he 
would hav time to repent and prepare for heaven, 
as he did. He died on the gallows in the odor of 
sanctity. Smith says that he committed the crime 
believing that his God, knowing the injustice under 
which he was suffering, would judge him mercifully 
and justly. It appears not to hav occurred to him 
that if God had w.shed to treat him fairly he would 
hav prevented the injustice which, unprevented, 
led to the double crime. Besides, where were the 
mercy and justice of God when he permitted—nay, 
ordered, from the beginuingless beginning—the 
killing by Smith of the unoffending child and girl? 
Smith cannot now consider these questions, but 
there are in the United States about 120,000 minis- 
ters and religious editors who hav no business to 
pretend to interpret “ the will of God” while they 
are unable to solve these problems acceptably to 
all thinking and humane men and women, 


mired the Age fora great many years. 


Thanking our friends for many past favors, and 
trusting the new acquaintance will prove mutually 


agreeable, we ara, fraternally, 


R. H. Power Au» DavonmvgR PEARL. 


The foregoing leaves little for us to add, as it 


explains the whole reason why the subscribers to 
the late Zronclad Age are now receiving Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


It is a matter for deep regret that the Age did 


not receive sufficient support to warrant. its contin- 
uance; for, as Mr. Power says, Freethought has all 
too few champions. 


We hav known, read, and ad- 
We hope 


that its former readers will now admire and read 
Tue Trura Sezer for as many more. 


We shall 


certainly do our part to make the acquaintance 
pleasant and to build up an abiding friendship be- 
tween them and ourselvs. 


We hav assumed the obligation to send Tue 


Teura Seere to those who hav paid in advance for 


the Age. -This will cost us a good deal. There is 


one of our new friends paid to 1910. We are glad 
to know so generous a friend, and shell take great 


pleasure in honoring the obligation we hav assumed. 
On the other hand, the accounts due the Age for 
subscriptions hav been transferred to us. We hope 
these will be promptly paid, so that the two ac- 
counts may balance. And we ask these friends also 
to renew their subscriptions as soon as they hav 
read a few numbers of Taz Trurs Suexer and be- 
come satisfied that it is what they want, which we 
think will not take them long to do, for our artist 
and contributors make the paper one of the most 
interesting publications to be found in this country, 
for all whose minds are free from superstition. 
Those whose subscriptions to the Age were paid in 
advance will get THE Truru Szexer for the same 
length of time they would hav received the Age, 
though the price of Taz Tsurs Szzxer is a little 
higher, as the paper is larger, and in exchange for 
this courtesy we hope they will promptly renew 
when that time is reached. 

With these few words of explanation, we submit 
our paper to the kind consideration of our new 
friends, hoping that the acquaintance may be as 
long as we feel sure it will be agreeable. 

Enrron or Taz TauvH SEEKER. 


Mr. Samuel P. Putnam spoke on “ Freethought 
in England” before the Manhattan Liberal Club 
last Friday evening. The lecture is deep and 
thoughtful, and as an outline of the evolution of 
rationalism in Great Britain it is thoroughly in- 
structiv. Mr. Putnam leaves New York for the 
West this week. 


** An earthquake in Constantinople just now, if it were 
severe enough, would clear the political atmosphere for 
the time being, calling the truce of God among the infu- 
riate factions and enforcing it at least upon such as were 
buried in its ruins. There has been enough scattered 
seismic agitation in the vicinity during the last year to 
lay in the dust the dome of Sophia and the crescents of 
Dolma Bagche and the Yildiz Kiosk and all its other tem- 
ples and palaces if it had been concentrated upon them, 
Relief from critical social and political conditions is not 
always to be expected from sn opportune cataclysm, but 
the thing might happen, and if Constantinople were to 
drop out of sight beneath the waters of the Bosphorus, 
as Lisbon once did beneath the Tagus, it would extinguish 
a lot of political jealousies and rivalries o!d and rooted as 
the Symplegades, and might be productiv of salutary 
consequences all around,”—New York Tribnne. 


Which, being put into few words, means that the 
only agency at God’s command for stopping the 
quarreling of his children of differing religious 
faiths is wholesale destruction of life by natural 
convulsions. “The truce of God” is sounded by 
the bugler of indiscriminate murder. Is it true, 
then, dear Christian friends, that your God can 
sheathe the sword of religious slaughter only in the 


ruins of engulfed cities, amongst the crushed bones 


and mangled flesh of innocent women and children ? 


| We wish you joy of your resourceful “ all-father,” 


7930 
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The Christian and the Hottentot. 


From. the American Quarterly Register, conducted bv B. B. 
Edwards, Recording Secretary of the American Education 


Society, Boston. Aass., 1838. 


The term South Africa is of course an indefinit 
one. By it is comprehended, in general, the Brit- 
ish colony of the Cape (which includes a space of 
120,000 square miles) and the various countries and 
tribes north to about the twenty-sixth degree of 
south latitude. 

The Hottentots within the colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope, the Bushmen, the Corannas, and the 
Namaquas, all speak the same language (allowing 
for varieties of dialects and accents), hav nearly the 
same physical peculiarities, and are branches of the 
same original stock. 

When the Portuguese first visited the Cape of 
Good Hope they found the inhabitants rich in cat- 
tle, living in a comfortable manner, and possessed 
of sufficient spirit to repel aggression. It was said 
that they were remarkable for the excellence of their 
morals, that they kept the law of nations better 
than most civilized people, and that they were val- 
iant in arms. When the Dutch took possession of 
the colony the Hottentots seem to hav been much 
more numerous than they are now [1833]. All the 
Hottentot tribes were distinguished by the appella- 
tion, “The good men.” Bogaert relates that dur- 
ing the first fifty years of the Dutch occupation the 
nativs had never been detected in committing an 
act of theft upon the property of the colonists. The 
first that took place happened iu the year 1700. 
The offender was discovered and seized by his 
countrymen, who brought him to Cape Town and 
delivered him over to the inhabitants. After hav- 
ing been punished by whipping, he was banished 
by his own people from the colony, as unworthy to 
liv in it. Barrow, and M. Levailant, both very 
iutelligent travelers, bear the most unequivocal tes- 
timony to the benevolence and integrity of the 
Hottentot character. Dr. Phillips says that he has 
never been able to discover from his intercourse 
with the nativs, or from any other source, that they 
ever attained any distinct notion of a supreme be- 
ing, or that any idea of a future state of existence 
had at any period prevailedamong them. Africaner, 
the most intelligent nativ of South Africa who has 
ever been known, declared that, previous to his ac- 
quaintance with the missionaries, he had no idea of 
a spirit, creator, or supreme ruler. By the God of 
the white people he only understood something 
under that name which they might carry about with 
them in their pockets. Neither the Hottentots nor 
the Bushmen hav any word in their language to ex- 
press the deity. The missionary, Brownlee, says 
that the Oaffres hav a word to express a supreme 
being, but none to designate a future state. 

The Dutch formed a settlement in 1652. The 
site chosen was on the southern edge of Table 
Bay, and the party consisted of one hundred males. 
This number was speedily recruited by fresh arriv- 
als from Europe, and the population has continued 
up to the present to double itself within the space 
of about twenty years. Their weakness at first, 
perhaps, contributed to confirm their peaceable de- 
portment toward the nativs. The Dutch East 
India Company, under whose control they were 
placed, seem not then to hav regarded the conquest 
or occupation of the country as an object worthy of 
their attention. It was considered merely as an 
appendage to Batavia, and a convenient station for 
watering and refreshing the fleets engaged in their 
eastern commerce. Accordingly, for a number of 
years the intercourse between the old and new oc- 
cupants was conducted in the most amicable spirit. 
As the Colonists increased in number, and began to 
feel their security and strength, and the difficulty 
of supplying their wants by barter and fair pur- 
chase, their encroachments daily augmented until 
they were no longer tolerable. Posts were formed 
in advance of the fort, and productiv patches of 
land began to be considered as the property of the 
settlers. The Hottentots gradually withdrew from 
the Cape. No limit being fixed to the extension of 
the colony, the number of farmers, or 5007s, as they 
were called, rapidly increased; and as they removed 
farther and farther from the seat of government, 
their trade with the nativs began occasionally to be 
interrupted by disputes and quarrels. It soon be- 
came obvious that the very existence of the nativs 
was about to be considered as subservient to the 
boors. The successiv governors, either from weak- 
ness or want of correct information, were led, at 
first, to wink at the aggresions of the colonists, and 
finally to aid them in their enterprises. As early as 
1702, a party of Dutch boors took by violence from 
a single kraal of Hottentots about 2,200 head of 
cattle, and 2,500 sheep, shooting, at the same time, 
several men, women, and children. The Hottentots 
were soon reduced to great indigence. Such of 
them as preferred famin itself to slavery, retired, 


with the few sheep and goats left them, to the 
mountains, or to the most barren and uninviting 
parts of the desert, acquiring the name of Bush- 
men or Boschjes-men. Others, who remained in 
the fertil territory, gradually lost their independ- 
ence, sinking into servitude as herdsmen and do- 
mestics of the boors. The Bushmen, who had for 
along time suffered with exemplary patience the 
injuries heaped upon them, finding that no retreat 
could protect them from the cruelties of their op- 
pressors, sought resources of annoyance from the 
desperate condition to which they were reduced. 
The colonists, smarting under the retaliatory acts 
of the Bushmen, formed the project of exterminat- 
ing them. Accordingly, about the year 1770, they 
sent to the seat of government the most vilifying 
representations of the Bushmen, accusing them of 
incessantly plundering the property of the colonists. 
In the year 1774, the whole race of Hottentots who 
had not submitted to servitude were to be seized 
or extirpated. The privilege of slavery was de- 
signed exclusivly for the women and children; the 
men, whose natural habits disqualified them for the 
purposes of the colonists, and whose revenge was 
probably dreaded, were destined to death. The 
decision of the government was followed by an or- 
der for raising three commandoes, or military par- 
ties, who, under the command of field-cornets, were 
to scour the country, to surprise the kraals, to 
shoot the men, and to divide the women and chil- 
dren among the different members of the expedi- 
tion. This horrid system continued till 1794, when 
the colony fell into the hands of the English. Hos- 
tilities did not cease for a day between the Bush- 
men and their implacable enemies, who considered 
the murder of a free Bushman as a meritorious act. 
The boor, when traveling across the country for 
pleasure or business, massacred the nativs as game 
or noxious animals, and it is not improbable that 
the number killed by the regular commandoes fell 
short of those murdered by private individuals 

Barrow says, in 1797, that he had heard one of 
these wretches boast of having destroyed, with his 
own hands, nearly three hundred of these unfortu- 
nate Bushmen. The effect of this system was to 
transform them from peaceable, contented, and 
useful neighbors and visitors, into ferocious and 
vindietiv enemies. ‘They knew themselvs,” says 
Barrow, “to be hated by all mankind, and that 
every nation around them was an enemy planning 
their destruction. Not a breath of wind rustled 
through the leaves, not a bird screamed that were 
not supposed to announce danger.” The degrada- 
tion of the Hottentot character was the necessary 
result of such treatment. 

The foregoing bit of history, copied from a re- 
port of Christian missions in South Africa, pub- 
lished more than sixty years ago, illustrates the 
usual methods, so far as practicable, by which 
Christian nations deal with the occupants of coun- 
tries they invade for the purpose of plunder and 
conquest. The methods described seem also to 
be strictly in accord with those employed by the 
Jews, under direction of their Jehovah, as recorded 
in the Jewish-Christian Bible (see Num. xxxi, 14-18 ; 
Deut. vii, 1-3; 1 Sam. xv, 8, 9). The only remarka- 
ble matter in the above recital is, perhaps, that the 
Hottentot inhabitants of South Africa, as found in 
the early part of the seventeenth century, were 
honest to an extraordinary degree, no theft having 
been known among them for more than fifty years. 
No historian would for a moment think of risking 
his reputation by making a like statement concern- 
ing any other race of the human family. And be- 
hold, these people were without a god, without a 
bible, and without a system of religion. For cen- 
turies all other nations hav held that these were 
necessary to make man just, humane, and moral. 

Priest and preacher alike hav confessed through 
the pulpit, the platform, and the press that were 
it not for the fear of an angry God they would reck- 
lessly plunge into viciousness and crime. Even 
women of apparent refinement, culture, and educa- 
tion hav unblushingly declared that were they 
without fear of future punishment, there was no 
crime they would not cheerfully commit. Yet on 
the shores of Africa dwelt a people without hope of 
future reward, and without fear of future punish- 
ment, who, in the excellence of their morals, 
surpassed all nations of the earth. Peace and pros- 
perity reigned; no wealthy class was supported in 
idleness by the toiling poor; no dens of infamy, 
no saloons, and—no churches. Alas! that history 
must record the fact that the people of nations 
owning a god, a religion, and a Bible, invaded the 
country of “the good men,” seized their lands, stole 
their goods and chattels, and either massacred or 
enslaved men, women, and children. 

It has frequently been asserted that the civiliza- 
tion of the black man was due to the accident of 


slavery; in other words, the African being com- 
pelled to liv in company with the men who robbed 
him, he had, as a result, become civilized; which 
means, perhaps, simply that he now believes in 
the Christian religion, often gets drunk, often com- 
mits crimes, after the example of his white Christian 
brother. 

But the facts should not be overlooked, as re- 
corded in the above-named misStonary report, that 
it was nearly fifty years after Ohristian settlements 
were formed on the lands of “the good men” that 
the first criminal was found among the Hottentot 
inhabitants (1700). And if common school history 
states facts. it was in 1620 that the first ship load 
of black people were brought as slaves to the 
United States by the notorious Dutch trader. l 

When the white men of the South, almost to a 
man, fled to the seat of war in defense of their 
beloved institution of slavery, leaving their families 
—their mothers, wives, sisters, and daughters—to 
the sole care of the colored man, the fidelity and 
devotion with which he guarded his trust stand as 
a monument of evidence that these white men well 
understood the integrity of the heart of the African 
race. The pages of history during that four years 
of protracted warfare were unstained by a record 
of robbery, rape, or murder at the hand of the 
colored man. No, not even in retaliation for the 
many like crimes against him, or his, during his 
long years of bondage. Faithful unto the end, he 
labored for the best interest of his charge; and 
when at last his stolen freedom was returned to 
him, alone and empty-handed he went forth to 
meet his fate in an unequal struggle for bread upon 
a strange and uncertain battleground. 

Chicago, TU. Euriry Q. TAYLOR. 


Obstacles in the Way of Christianity in Japan. 


The Christian readers of the Chicago Record— 
they must be Chistians, for the Record prints no 
Sunday edition, and fought bitterly for shut Sunday 
gates for the World's Fair—were no doubt disa- 
greeably surprised when they read Mr. Curtis’s 
account of affairs in Japan, a summary of which 
account is reproduced below from the editorial col- 
umns of the Columbus (Ohio) Journal, and the 
Christian readers of that latter paper no doubt share 
the unpleasant surprise of the Record’s readers. 

*In one of his recent letters from Japan to the 
Chicago Record Wm. E. Curtis makes the statement 
that that country is a land without faith. In al- 
most every schoolhouse you can find an Infidel. 
The works of Herbert Spencer, John Stuart Mill, 
and other authors of the same sort were translated 
into the Japanese language as soon as the Bible, and 
reprints of many scientific volumes of the controver- 
sial sort can be purchased in any bookstore for less 
than they cost in England. There are weekly and 
monthly publications devoted to the discussion of 
scientific topics which are not only open but able 
antagonists of the Christian faith, and it isfrom them 
that the missionaries meet with the greatest opposi- 
tion and discouragement. He relates that one of the 
nativ faculty of a Christian university, founded by 
the prayers and the contributions of the pious peo- 
ple in the United States and managed bythe Amer- 
ican board of foreign missions, himself a graduate of 
Yale college, has recently renounced the church that 
pays his salary, and is now making frequent public 
addresses that would do credit to Colonel Ingersoll.” 


His Martyrdom Completed. 


We hav to record the death of Viktor Emanuel 
Lennstrand, one of the founders and martyrs of 
organized Freethought in Sweden. His imprison- 
ment for blasphemy, and subsequent establishment 
of Fritankaren, appealed strongly to the sympa- 
thies of English Freethinkers. Viktor Lennstrand 
was born at Gefle on January 30, 1861, so was only 
in his thirty-fifth year. He was educated at Upsala 
University, where he became acquainted with the 
works of Darwin, Spencer, Mill, and other Free- 
thinkers. With the courage of his convictions, he 
got into a conflict with the authorities by lecturing 
in Upsala against Christianity, in 1887. In March 
of the following year the Swedish Utilitarian Soci- 
ety was started. By May he was sentenced to a 
fine of 250 crowns for denying the truth of the 
Christian religion, and, as he continued his propa- 
ganda, on November 29th he was imprisoned for 
three months for the same Offense. Mr. Lennstrand 
defended himself manfully, and challenged the pros- 
ecution to prove that what he said about the Bible 
God was false. These were the first prosecutions 
for blasphemy in Sweden since 1821, when Profes- 
sor Erik Gustav Geijer-was indicted for his work 
on “The Protestant Creed,” and was acquitted. 
Having full information of the case from our veteran 
friend, Capt. Otto Thomson, a subscription was 


‘ started in England, and we had the mournful satis- 
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faction of contributing towards the expenses of his | world in war, because their fetich was prevented | to Huxley’s Inscrutable First Cause, or to the pan- 
imprisonment. Continuing his advocacy, Viktor | from reaching its destination. theistic 


Lennstrand founded Fritankaren as a journal of | Many a time we hear from Christian pulpita: 
Freethought, and lectured throughout Sweden. | “This is a Christian nation.” It was but a little while 
During 1889 he was subject to no fewer than eight | ago that Talmege made this declaration in substance, 
prosecutions for blasphemy, each time being acquit- | and it was echoed by lesser lights in every part of 
ted when brought before a jury, and sentenced | the land. Apply the same principle to Mohamme- 
when brought before the official tribunals. His last | dan and Buddhistic countries, and an overthrow of 
prosecution was for a pamphlet on “The Idea of | these countries is threatened. 

God,” which has been translated and published in| The Progressive Thinker favors the toleration of 
English. Eventually he served two sentences of | allreligions in all countries. Canada should not be 
three months at Malmo, and one of six months at | bulldozed into the reception of literature which 
Stockholm. Of a delicate constitution, it is only | they consider obnoxious to their institutions; nei- 
too likely that these imprisonments ruined and | ther should it be done in Turkey. It deplores vio- 
shortened his life, as, in the opinion of his friends, | lence in any country to suppress opposing beliefs. 
he was not the same man afterwards. Though he | Still it concedes the same right to Turkey and China 
continued his activ propaganda, he has been for|to oppose Christianity in their countries as has 
some time past suffering from ill-health, and went | Russia to slaughter or drive out Jews from their 
back to his nativ place to die. Of an impetuous į country. The crime of killing and enslaving Jews 
nature, it seems likely that the sword has worn out | and Mohammedans in Spain at the close of the fif- 
the sheath. In the Social Demokrater (November | teenth century by Christians is not paralleled by 
2d) Hjalmar Branting, the Socialist leader, and one | the expulsion and slaughter of Christians in Ar- 
of his former opponents, pays a tribute to him as | menia. In Spain, the lands, the personal property, 
an enthusiastic fighter and a distinguished propa- | the persons and government of the subjugated peo- 
gandist. Lennstrand will be remembered for his | ple, were turned over to Christians, and princesses 
sufferings and his efforts to arouse Sweden from | were made scullions in Christian kitchens.— The 
her pietistic lethargy. We hope that Swedish Free- | Progressive Thinker. 

thinkers will unite over his grave to continue the ` 
work which he so valiantly began. —Freethinker. 


God of tbe granit and the rose, 
Soul of tbe sparrow and the bee, 
whicn the Spiritualists invoke ? 

The National Reform Association should by all 
means be compelled to decide whose God they in- 
tend to compel us to acknowledge officially and as a 
people. They should also state exactly what they 
expect to follow this indorsement of a deity up 
with. They should define what penalties will fall 
upon those who unfortunately subscribe to an entire- 
ly different ideal of deity from that which the Na- 
tional Reform Association may decide to adopt for 
the American people, and how this official indorse- 
ment will influence the relations of church and 
state. 

The fact is, the National Reform Association are 
striving for something impossible and wholly un- 
desirable. Their action is the first step toward a 
state church. And they will hav to remodel not 
only the Constitution but the public sentiment of 
the country to accomplish their purpose.— St. Louis 
Sunday Post-Dispatch. 


Observations. 


A correspondent of the New York Voice, himself 
a Prohibitionist and a Christian, charges that the 
Prohibition party, as represented by its platform 
and its speakers, aims at a theocracy in this coun- 
try. The editor meets the accusation with denial, 
and tries to refute it with argument and fact, but 
he leaves the case worse than he found it. Of the 
Prohibition speakers he says: “They do favor a 
Christian government, and so do we, and so, we are 
pretty confident, does the Prohibition party. We 
believe that the Christian principles are the stand- 
ards to which the nation’s laws should conform.” 

He goes further. * We do believe,” he states, 
‘in just what the preamble of the Prohibition party 
says, namely, that ‘Almighty God’ is ‘ the source of 
all true government,’ and ‘his law’ is the standard.” 

That is what the editor of the Voice believes. 
What he says he does not believe is “that any 
ecclesiastical interpretation of God’s law is ‘the 
standard to which all human enactments must con- 
form.’” 

It will be seen, after a moment’s scrutiny, that 
what Dr. Funk, editor of the Voice, says he believes 
is in fact exactly what he says he does not believe. 
I am not going to place in parallel columns the dec- 
laration of the national Prohibition party that “ Al- 
mighty God is the source of all true government,” 
and the words of the Declaration of Independence, 
that “governments derive their just powers [not 
from Almighty God, but] from the consent of the 
governed,” of whom God is not one. The blind and 
deaf testify to the difference between these two 
principles. One asserts a theocracy—from theos, 
god; the other a democracy—from demos, the peo- 
ple. Unless words are frauds, like some who use 
them to deceive, a government derived from a god 
would be a theocracy. 

But if Dr. Funk were to tell the truth—which he 
is not likely to do—he would admit that the notion 
of governments derived from God is a pseud-idea. 
There is no God, and therefore nothing is derived 
from that source. There is, however, a set of men 
called ministers, who, with a mendacity, a gall, a 
nerve, à monumental cheek—an access of assurance 
which if displayed regarding the verifiable would 
distinguish them as the chiefest impostors known 
to the human family—pretend that they hav the 
law of God in a book, and that they are authorized 
to construe the same for the governing of their fel- 
low citizens. What they tell us is all we know 
about God, and they are all conscious or uncon- 
scious liars. Any man searching for this god runs 
against these ministers, for they are He with a cap- 
ital H, and their word is all there is of his “law.” 
The theocracy, then, when we get close to it, is a 
hierarchy—that is, government by ministers. 

But Dr. Funk says he does not believe in ecclesi- 
astical interpretations of God’s law. Then I would 
like to hav him show me an interpretation of God’s 
law, accepted by two or more persons, that is not 
ecclesiastical. He can’t do it and he will not try. 
He is an ecclesiastic himself. He may point to the 
Bible as the law of God, but neither he no nor any 
other sane and civilized person would consent that 
the Bible should be embodied in the civil law. His 
plan for enforcing God’s law is as follows, in his 
own words: “The churches can, by instilling Chris- 
tian doctrins into the minds of the people, and thus 
by molding their convictions, secure the enactment 
of laws that conform thereto.” 

Churches and doctrins! The publisher of the : 
Standard Dictionary will not define the churches 
as anything but ecclesiastical bodies, nor Christian 
doctrins as anything but interpretations of God’s 


A Happy Thought. 


The following is from the London Law Zimes, 
and contains the suggestions of Judge Chalmers, 
a writer therein : 

* In connection with the subject of perjury, there 
is a further amendment of the law which I think 
would be beneficial. I refer to the abolition of the 
oath in civil proceedings. As far as I can judge, an 
oath has no longer any religious sanction for the 
masses. A county court witness swallows an oath 
as easily as he does an oyster, and the administra- 
tion of the oath becomes an irreverent farce. 

“A cynical friend of mine suggests that, though 
the religious instinct be dead among the people, 
the sporting instinct is happily very much alive, 
and might be utilized in the cause of truth. In 
county court cases he would substitute a shilling 
bet for the present oath. The witness, instead of 
being made to swear, would be made to bet a shill- 
ing that he would speak the truth. 

** No doubt a much greater proportion of truthful 
evidence might be obtained in this way, and a great 
deal of useless profanity might be avoided; but the 
Anti-Gambling League, like the poor, are always 
with us, and my friend’s plan is not feasible. For 
myself, I should like to see a simple declaration sub- 
stituted for the oath, with a reminder that the wit- 
ness was liable to be punished for perjury if he did 
not speak the truth.” 


Modern Idol Worship. 


Americans are wasting pity on the poor, ignorant 
Indians of Mexico for their adoration of the splendid 
painting of the Virgin of Guadalupe, while thousands 
of our'own people assemble to do equal homage 
to a piece of carved wood believed to hav been 
wrought to represent the same woman whom the 
Guadalupe painting represents. A little more than 
a month ago at Guadalupe Hidalgo a $400,000 crown 
of gold and jewels was placed over the top of the 
painting with great pomp and religious ceremony. 
Last Sunday in the American and enlightened city 
of New Orleans the block of wood was crowned 
with a diadem of gold, jewels worth many tens of 
thousands of dollars, and with almost equal pomp and 
ceremony, conducted by perhaps fewer archbishops 
and other ‘clericals. The ignorant Indians hav 
been taught to believe, and hence do believe (for 
ignorant people generally believe whatever their 
religious instructors teach), that the painting was 
wrought by miracle on the tilma of a passing Indian, 
and that the picture itself possesses some psychical 
power whereby it can work miracles. The suppos- 

- edly intelligent people of New Orleans hav been 
taught that their sacred block of wood was carved by 
some unknown human artist, was thrown aside among 
other old lumber in the garret of a convent in France 
until a superstitious nun came across it just before 
her departure for America in the early part of the 
present century, when she brought it over and set 
it up in a niche of the Ursuline convent in New 
Orleans—but all the same they hav been taught, 
and doubtless verily believe, that this wooden image 
has wrought miracles. They rob the brave firemen 
of New Orleans of their just meed of praise for 
saving the convent from distruction by fire, by at- 
tributing the salvation of tha building to the devout 
prayers offered up before this block of wood; and 
they strip the last leaf of laurel from the brow of 
Old Hickory and his heroic little army and cast 
them at the butt-end of this wooden idol by .attrib- 
uting to it the “ miraculous” salvation of the city of 
New Orleans from invasion of the British forces in 
1815—as though that inanimate chunk had more 
to do with putting Packingham in a pickle than 
did the splendid strategy and steadfast heroism dis- 
played out on the plains of Chalmette.— He. 


A Change of Method. 


Commenting on the Christian Endeavorers’ pray- 
ers for the conversion of Colonel Ingersoll, the New 
York Sunday ews makes this good point: “But our 
present business with this manifestation is not to 
anticipate its results, but to remark upon the im- 
provement in human methods, affecting conversions 
in religious belief, which we are experiencing, in con- 
trast with those which were used by our respected 
ancestors. Two centuries or less ago Mr. Ingersoll 
would not hav been reasoned with or appealed to. 
He would simply hav been tortured until life 
should be half extinct in his wretched body, and 
would then hav been roasted in a slow fire with 
pious deliberation. Such was the treatment uni- 
versal in Christendom of all who dared repudiate or 
doubt the established faith. In those days the thou- 
sands of good Christians who now pray for him would 
hav looked upon his dying agonies and rejoiced 
and triumphed. What a wonderful change, what 
a glorious improvement has come upon human nat- 
ure in those two centuries!” To the attention of 
those who say that science and Freethought hav 
had no effect upon Christianity we commend this 
great improvement in the proselyting methods of 
the church. 


They Will Change the Laws Likewise. 


The National Reform Association is about to 
make another determined effort to hav the consti- 
tution of the United States so amended as to “suit- 
ably acknowledge God.” But whose God? The 
association should be requested to properly define 
this before seeking popular support toso moment- 
ous a step. 

Is it to be the God of the Oalvinist or of the Univer- 
salist ? Are the American people to officially indorse 
the God who is satisfied with sprinkling, or the God 
who insists upon immersion? Is the Constitution 
to acknowledge the Trinitarian or the Unitarian 
conception of the Deity? Are we to bow as a nation 


The Same Rights for All. 


A few years ago The Truth Seeker of New York 
forwarded to a patron in Canada a few copies of 
Paine's “Age of Reason.” The authorities there in- 
tercepted the books, and refused to allow them to be 
delivered. The secular press of the country was 
perfectly silent in regard to this invasion of natu- 
ral rights and disrespect for the comity of states. 

A few days ago some Bibles wereshipped to Tur- 
key. They were stopped at Beyroot by the Turk- 
ish authorities, and flaming headlines now grace the 
columns of our dailies with “More Villainies in 
Armenia.” 

Turkey isa Mohammedan country. Its people 
mainly indorse the teachings of their prophet, and 
repudiate Christianity. Why do not the authorities 
of Turkey possess the same right to suppress the 
circulation of what they deem pernicious literature, 
as hav Christian nations? The religious press re- 
joiced when the Dominion suppressed Paine’s work, 
but howl with rage, and would gladly involve the 
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law. And there we hav the ecclesiastical interpre- 
tation which Dr. Funk says he does not believe in. 

If what this spokesman for the Prohibition party 
has said is any indication of the state of his mind, 
he favors an ecclesiastical government for the na- 
tion, and is pretty confident that the Prohibition 
party shares his convictions. The trouble with him 
is that he is a sort of Jesuit, a shuffler, an evader, 
a hypocrit— words which I dislike to use, but I am 
speaking descriptivly, and they describe him. I hav 
not the gift of telepathy, and cannot read his mind. 
I can, however, read his words, and they mean that 
he believes in a theocracy, but does not believe in 
calling it one. Regarding the Voice as a business 
proposition, as a religious journal. as an opponent 
of the liquor seller, as an organ of collectivism, and 
as an advocate of compulsory moralism, I can for- 
mulate Dr. Funk’s creed in such a way that those 
who do not read him consecutivly may know his 
general drift. It is: 1. The almighty dollar; 2. 
Almighty God; 3. Prohibition; 4. Socialism; 5. 
Asexualization; the whole being reduced to a com- 
mon denominator in an almighty Funk. 


Kind reader, did you join the Christian Endeav- 
orers in prayer for the conversion of Colonel Inger- 
soll? A woman writing to a daily paper suggested 
that the Endeavorers should ask the Supreme 
Power to make them as noble in character and as 
useful to the world as the Colonel has shown them 
how to be; but I do not learn that any of them did 
so. They were willing to pray for what looked 
like the impossible, but they had to draw the line 
somewhere. 


A Freethinker living in an Illinois town writes : 


One of the leading physicians of this village stated 
that what made him believe the Bible to be inspired was 
that there was not a grammatical error init. We con- 
tended that for anything he knew the original manuscript 
might be full of grammatical errors, but he said he would 
not be convinced until we furnished proof. Are ther 
grammatical errors in the original manuscripts? $ 

The question might be answered briefly by say- 
ing that, in the first place, no manuscript of the 
Bible known to be the original is in existence; and, 
in the second place, if such manuscript were at 
hand we should not know whether its grammar was 
good or bad, for the reasop that we hav nothing by 
which to test its accuracy. Scholars inform us that 
the Bible as it is in Hebrew is the respository of 
the Hebrew language. It is therefore the model 
for writers of that tongue. We should remember 
that the language must be placed first and the 
grammar afterwards, as historical events must oc- 
cur prior to the history which records them. The 
grammar book is no authority except as it expresses 
the genius, logic, and usage of the language. If 
the Hebrew grammar has no other basis than that 
afforded by the scriptures, then to test those serip- 
tures by any grammatical rules would be idle 
except as: determining the competency of the per- 
son who formulated the rules. ‘The manuscripts of 
which our authorized Bible is a translation are not 
in the Hebrew. If the original so-called word of 
God was written in that tongue, we hav only a 
translation of previous translations. The gram- 
matical accuracy of the orignal manuscripts hav no 
more to do with inspiration than inspiration has to 
do with the grammatical accuracy of these Obser- 
vations. 

I may say that the authorized version of the 
Bible contains grammatical errors. ‘Our father 
which art in heaven” is one. Matthew xvii, 1, 
which mentions “an high mountain,” contains an- 
other, and it is frequently repeated in the New 
Testament. “Lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of none effect” (1 Cor. i, 17) is wrong, as the 
same locution is when elsewhere employed. Never- 
theless the authorized version is regarded as a 
model of English on account of its age and general 
excellence— qualities not due to inspiration, but to 
the lapse of time and the literary ability of the 
translators. An English man of letters, always 
grammatical himself, was asked if a certain pub- 
lished statement was untrue, and he replied that it 
was worse: it was badly written. On a similar 
principle the leading physician mentioned by the 
correspondent may deem grammatical accuracy 
a better test of inspiration than probability of 
statement; but I do not know of anyone who agrees 
with him. 


A young Englishwoman, Miss Edith Lanchester, 
was recently adjudged insane because she contem- 
plated social suicide. Miss Lanchester loved a young 
man, but, regarding marriage as servitude, an- 
nounced her intention to become his wife only 
anatomically, not legally. That was deemed suff- 
cient evidence of the unsound state of her mind, and 
her conservativ family had no difficulty in procuring 


her commitment to the asylum. Her young man 


found out where she was, effected her release, took 


her to his bed and board—and the sun still shines. 

The English press and public hav been vocal 
over the affair for the past month. They are in- 
dignant, not at Miss Lanchester, as we should hav 
to be here in order to divert suspicion from our- 
selvs, but at her family and the physician who 
certified to her insanity. The matter has given 
them a chance to discuss the question whether 
social suicide is a sin, and they seem to hav de- 
termined that it is not a mortal one. Mr. G. W. 
Foote, editor of the London Freethinker, writes an 
excellent article in which, without condemning Miss 
Lanchester, he argues that those who reject the 
guarantees of society “are bound to consider the 
consequences; they hav to think, not only of them- 
selvs, but of other persons; and when the principal 
third persons are children, whose introduction to 
the world is a matter in which they hav not been 
consulted, it seems to us both wise and just for 
‘advanced’ lovers to respect marriage while agi- 
tating for its reform.” Of course, that is reasonable. 
I took the same view when I contracted matrimony. 
Now, if we can ascertain what proportion of chil- 
dren born of such unions as that into which Miss 
Lanchester has entered ever become a charge upon 
society, and then compare that proportion with the 
proportion established under legal marriage, we 
shall hav a basis of fact upon which to rest our 
conclusion that such unions as hers are not to be 
tolerated. 

Henry Frank added something to the totality of 
thought on religious progress when he said at the 
Liberal Club the other night that Christianity had 
successivly based its claims upon the miracles of 
Christ, upon the resurrection of Christ, and finally 
upon the personality of Christ—the first two posi- 
tions being now untenable and the third one 
shaky. He might hav added that Christianity has 
already sought a fourth refuge, namely, the civil 
law, especially such as enforces the observance of 
“holy time" When it was so that anybody who 
doubted the miracles, the resurrection, or the per- 
sonality of Jesus could be drawn and quartered, 
burned, or hanged until he was dead, strict Sunday 
observance was not required, although it was pro- 
vided for by the statutes which protected from 
denial those other articles of faith. Now that we 
are permitted to question with impunity the ex- 
ploded dogmas of past ages, the political church 
takes its stand on the “Sabbath,” which it pur- 
loined from paganism, and for which it is now 
fighting with the fierceness of pirates defending 
stolen goods and knowing that the salvation of 
their necks depends upon successful resistance 
to justice. It is the last resort, and by some is 
called patriotism. 


Brethren, let us be of good cheer. Our public 
men are experiencing an access of light. Mr. Reed, 
the speaker of the House of Representatives, has dis- 
covered that the duty of the present Congress is to 
avoid tariff tinkering and let the business interests of 
the country hav & chance to take care of themselvs. 
He is indubitably right; for the natural risks of 
business enterprise are sufficient, without any arti- 
ficial ones sprung upon the community by fool 
legislation. And Mr. Cleveland also has thought 
out something. He has found that when an obli- 
gation is met it should be canceled; that rehy- 
pothecation of government notes is a failure, and 
that with paper and gold at a parity the redemption 
of ten dollars of paper with one dollar of gold is 
impracticable. As he remarks, “the government is 
in the situation of owing to the holders of its notes 


debts payable in gold on demand which can neither: 


be retired by receiving such notes in discharge of 
obligations due the government nor canceled by 
actual payment in gold. It is forced to redeem 
without redemption, and to pay without acquit- 
tance.” Now, if Congress will take a hint from Mr. 
Reed as to the absence of any urgent necessity for 
constructiv legislation; if it will see that the 
tax is removed from banking and all the restric- 
tions taken off the issue of money in any form de- 
sired; if it will allow the medium of exchange, like 
vehicles of transportation, to be manufactured to 
meet the necessities of trade; if, to be brief, it will 
let the financial interests of the country take care 
of themselvs, as they are bound to do when not 
interfered with, the people will enjoy exactly that 
degree of prosperity to which their efforts entitle 
them. Geo. E. Maoponarrn. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 
Dec. 15 — Washington. D. C..... The Foundations of Faith 


Dec. 16 — Richmond, Va.......... The Foundations of Faith 
Dec. 17— Baltimore, Md.......... The Foundations of Faith 
Dec. 19—Hoboken, N. J.......... Tae Foundations of Faith 


Dec. 22—Brooklyn, E. D. (Williamsburg), N. Y....Bibble 
Dec. 29—Jersey City, N. J...,..The Foyndgtions of Faith 


Nows and Notes. 


The fires of Freethought hav not altogether gone 
out on Cape Cod. The beacon lights glow here and 
there. Oape Cod is not really a favorable locality for 
tyranny and superstition. There is too much ocean 
about it. The sunshine is more brilliant than in 
Boston; and even in winter shining landscapes ap- 
pear. The glory of Cape Cod is not simply in 
summer; but even at this season it presents an 
attractiv appearance when the golden time of 
autumn flows into the white days and keen nights 
of winter’s effulgence. It is generally from ten to 
fifteen degrees warmer on the cape than in other 
parts of Massachusetts in the cold season, while in 
warm weather the cooling breezes of ocean moder- 
ate the atmosphere. As an all-round year’s resi- 
dence Cape Cod has many inducements. 

It was a beautiful day when I arrived at East 
Dennis, one of the most beautiful days of the glori- 
ous autumn weather. There is something wonder- 
fully charming in these golden autumn days, so 
soft, soluminous, so suggestiv of departing summer 
and approaching winter, a mean between the two— 
a burial and a prophecy; for beyond the gloom of 
winter we catch the glories of the spring-time. 
These are days of quiet, when you feel like floating 
aways in dreams. The “sweet, strange mystery" 
of the poet's brain haunts the scene, the glittering 
splendor of the sky so mingles and contrasts with 
the desolation of the fields and woods. 

Iam met at the station Saturday noon by Mr. 
Joshua Crowell, and enjoy the hospitality of his 
New England home, where the memories of the past 
mingle with the life and hopes of to-day; for Cape 
Cod still retains the ancient flavor. The families 
here can generally trace their descent back to the 
early settlers and the Pilgrim Fathers. The lines 
of succession are unbroken. There is but little in- 
trusion of a foreign element, and we seem to touch 
elbows with the generations gone by. East Dennis 
is an entirely country place, and all the inhabitants 
pursue the * even tenor of their way” without the 
hum and bustle of metropolitan industry. It is an 
agreeable change for the oft-traveling Pilgrim. In 
the afternoon Mr. Crowell givs me a drive over the 
several villages of this wide-spread township. On 
one side the mighty ocean rolls and sparkles away, 
and finds no shore upon which to break towards 
the orient save that of Europe. Landward stretch 
the gentle hills, clothed mostly with diminutiv ever- 
greens, while the fields and valleys are darkly 
embossed with cranberry patches, whence the 
wealth of the Cape at present proceeds. The 
houses are Old-fashioned, some going back two 
hundred years or more, and only now and then are 
the streets of the village disturbed by foot of pedes- 
trian or roll of carriage. Hardly any business is 
transacted; and the country-store has only an oc- 
casional visitor. The meeting-house is still the 
meeting-house of the olden time, and reveberatea 
with Puritan theology. As the meeting-house in 
the early days was the fort and refuge of the settle- 
ment in times of peril, it stands upon a hill in 
melancholy prominence, surrounded by the dwell- 
ings of the dead. Here and there are modern 
buildings amidst the picturesque landscape and 
fine school-houses. The school-house grows if the 
church does not, and indicates that Cape Cod is 
not confined to the ancient landmarks in its pursuit 
of knowledge. It was quite a delightful afternoon’s 
journey through these variable prospects, sea and 
land mingling in ever-shifting panorama; and the 
golden sunset flooded all with an ineffable halo. 

Sunday was a different day in this uncertain sea- 
son. It dawned with a flash of splendid sunrise, 
then grew dark and threatening, and now and then 
it just ventured torain. But notwithstanding the 
recalcitrant weather I had two good audiences, 
afternoon andevening. There is a very sturdy ele- 
ment of Freethought in this place, which has been 
developed from the loins of Puritanism, and has its 
elements of strength. Freethought is an evolution 
on Cape Cod. Its seeds were floated over on the 
Mayflower. They possess a vitality which springs 
from the very soil itself. 

I hav thus enjoyed my Cape Cod experience. 
There is something original and unique in this 
part of the country, and I am greeted with genuin 
New England warmth and sympathy. It is an in- 
vigorating episode. 

Milford, Mass., is my next lecturing point, and 
here we gather together for a real old-fashioned 
Thanksgiving dinner, with thanksgiving, however, 
to the cook, and to our own genial friends, with no 
prayers, but a jolly good appetite. Mr. and Mrs. 
Buxton are always ready to welcome the Secular 
Pilgrim. Mrs. M. Florence Johnson and her three 
daughters are present—Pearl, Bertha, and Olive; 
Miss Pearl Buxton, and Miss Benson, of Chicago ; 
Miss Louise Minchen, of Iowe, a student of Emer- 
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son College of Oratory, is a guest of the occasion. 
Mr. C. C. Johnson, Mr. Lilly, and others, are in our 
ranks, and it was quite a Freethought festival with. 
out any regard to the governor's proclamation. 
After dinner the time sped by with music, recita- 
tions, eto., each one of the party contributing some- 
thing to the eclat of the occasion. This is a 
Thanksgiving long to be remembered, radiating in 
the heart of New England 

Friday is a beautiful day, and we wander over 
Bear' Hill, one of the memorable places in the 
history of Milford, where the bears used to con- 
gregate, and the Indians likewise. From this em- 
inence are extensiv prospects in every direction. 
Milford has now a population of about ten thou- 
sand. It isa handsome town with an air of pros- 
perity. There is a latent Freethought element in 
it which has not been developed. The churches are 
prominent, but the spirit of Liberalism prevails 
within them, and hell fire is about forgotten. 

I lecture in the evening and the hall is respect- 
ablyfilled. Enough are present to encourage future 
effort. I was glad to meet with new friends and to 
make a beginning. Not since the time of Professor 
Denton hav any distinctly Freethought lectures 
been given here, and it now seems as if something 
might be done. 

Mr. C. C. Johnson is one of the old citizens of 
the place. He has been a Freethinker, I guess, for 
over half a century. He was built that way. He 
has traveled extensivly, and with his eyes open, and 
from many a source has gathered the materials of 
his Freethought philosophy. 

Mr. Lilly, who presided at our meeting, has been 
through the same struggle as myself. For many 
years he was an earnest Christian, popi! 27 in church 
work, the Bible class, etc., and even when his heresy 
became known the church was loth to giv him up. 
He was too thoroughly in earnest and would not 
compromise. He found it impossible to do so, even 
though the church is of a Liberal spirit. The creed 
is still there, and he was compelled to reject it, root 
and branch. He has taken his place under the 
colors of Freethought. 

Mr. Clinton B. Fisk, T. N. Sherman, and others, 
are Teura Serxer subscribers and pioneers of our 
cause. Mr. Buxton takes in both worlds, but as 
long as this world lasts he is in favor of doing the 
best he can for truth here and now. 

Mrs. M. Florence Johnson was present at the New 
York Oongress, and her eloquent recitations are 
remembered by all. Her daughters are gifted with 
the genius of music and will, no doubt, in days to 
come, thrill our advancing ranks with Freethought 
melodies. 

Milford is a pleasant field of labor. The camp- 
fires burn brightly. Youth and age are in the work, 
and art and poetry cheer the footsteps of the pio- 
neer. 

Nashus, N. H., is next on the list. I believe this 
is the first time I hav given a Freethought lecture 
in New Hampshire, my nativ state. I hav preached 
orthodox and Unitarian sermons there, delivered 
speeches and essays in academy and college, and 
made Fourth of July addresses long ago, but 
not until Sunday, December 1st, did I ever put 
forth in this staid and puritanie common wealth my 
radical convictions. I was glad of the opportunity, 
and it would rejoice my heart above anything else 
to go all over this state and help demolish the grim 
theology that flung its awful shadow over my youth 
and made my life such a struggle, useless and bar- 
ren in many respects. Those who hav not been 
brought up in orthodoxy fail to realize what a curse 
itis; how it saps the heart of youth, takes away 
hope, and withers the faculties. I hate orthodoxy 
with every fiber of my being, for I hav felt its fangs 
through many years of toil. 

This effort at Nashua has been started and en- 
couraged by Mr. W. B. Wellman, who has long been 
a resident of Nashua, and who is well-known for 
his courage, honesty, and persistency in attacking 
any wrong when he meets it. He has a large faith 
in the spiritual philosophy, but that does not blind 
him to the present issues. He is ready to do the 
work at hand. Mr. E. H Everett and a few others 
join with him. The campaign is no easy one, and 
will require plenty of patience and bravery, but 
Mr. Wellman and his comrades are not the ones to 
surrender. 

Mr. Steiner gave the first lecture of the course, 
and it was quite successful and created a good deal 
of agitation and interest. I gave the second lect- 
ure, and there was an increase of attendance. 
There is a Unitarian and Universalist church at 
Nashua, besides a large number of other churches. 
As we ocoupy the pioneer position, and easy-going 
Liberals like to keep with the crowd, and so avail 
themselvs of the Unitarian or Universalist society, 
it is evident that we must be in the minority and, 
to a certain extent, accept unpopularity and ostra- 
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eism. I hav no doubt there is a large Freethought 
element in Nashua, notwithstanding the fashion and 
wealth of the churches. I think a good beginning 
has been made. My soldier comrade, J. P. Guild, 
was present and recited some of his stirring poems. 

Nashua has a population of about 20,000. It is 
a manufacturing city, and has quite a foreign ele- 
ment, especially French. It is greatly changed since 
I was here about twenty-three years ago. It is 
evidently on the increase. In a place so activ and 
growing as this there certainly ought to be a Free- 
thought organization. I guess my friend, Mr. Well- 
man, will see to this. 

This ends my New England campaign and now, 
for the time being, I turn to the West. I must 
keep on the go. I expect, however, to return to 
Boston in January to aid in the New England Con- 
vention and Paine Celebration to be held here Jan- 
uary 26th. This is an important occasion, and I 
hope that New England Freethinkers will be pres- 
ent in large numbers. I hope the anniversary of 
Thomas Paine will be utilized throughout the 
country for Freethought celebrations. From Bos- 
ton to San Francisco the beacon lights should glow. 

Samvrt P. Purnam. 


A Note from Secretary Reichwald. 


I giv herewith the names of a few more do- 
nors: W. T. Carter, M.D., $2; W. Whittick, $2,50; 
T. E. Chidester, Ph.D., $5 ; Samuel Rhodes, $2 45. 
And it may be well to say that if any hav not seen 
their names acknowledged in Tue Trurm SEEKER 
they should kindly advise the secretary to that 
effect. We are about to publish the pamphlet of 
our last congress. Every contributor’s name will 
appear in that pamphlet, and we don’t want to 
miss any. Please state the amount and to whom 
sent. E C. Reronwatp, Sec., 

141 So. Water street, Chicago. 


The Abominable Comstock. 


The arrest and arraignment at the instance of 
Mr. Anthony Comstock of an established and re- 
spectable bookseller as a desler in obscene litera- 
ture, which evidently he is not, brings up once 
more the question whether the powers of inquisition 
devolved upon or assumed by Mr. Comstock can 
safely be reposed in any individual, and especially 
whether they can safely be reposed in a person like 
Mr. Comstock, who is a specialist, so to speak, in 
pornography. It is a curious fact that a man can 
not devote himself to such specialties without 
losing his mental balance and overdoing his busi- 
ness. In the case of a man who assumes the special 
functions which Mr. Comstock has taken upon him- 
self the fallibility of the specialist is increased, 
because, in order to render a fair judgment 
upon the question whether a work of art or of 
literature is obscene, one needs a very wide ac- 
quaintance with literature and with art. It is of 
course not at all the question whether a passage 
or & picture might not appeal to a particularly pru. 
rient mind. Shakspere and the Bible abound 
in such passages. The question is whether the 
intention of the author of the work, and its neces- 
sary tendency, are of an inflammatory or brutaliz- 
ing character. In this “the hand of little employ- 
ment hath the daintier sense.” A casual citizen of 
equal knowledge would be a much better judge 
than an agent for the Society for the Suppression 
of Vice. And Mr. Comstock has sufficiently shown 
that if any man can be trusted to decide off hand 
what is obscene literature or obscene art, he is not 
the man. A man who thought it his duty, in the 
interest of morality, to suppress “Tom Jones,” is a 
man to whom no discretion can in such matters be 
confided. Such a suppression is a conclusiv proof 
of the incapacity of the censor. 

In the present case it is maintained by Comstock 
that the question has already been adjudicated and 
the book pronounced indecent. But this plea re- 
quires much qualification. It is asserted that the 
adjudication came about as follows: Comstock 
called at the shop of a French bookseller and de- 
manded the work in question, which he thereupon 
proceeded to mutilate with a penknife for the pur- 
pose of extracting exhibits, thus destroying a work 
valued at $50 and inflicting a fine of that amount 
in advance of any judicial proceedings whatever. 
The bookseller, being arraigned, being imperfectly 
acquainted with English and under great apprehen- 
sion, pleaded guilty of an offense which nobody 
really believes that he had willfully committed. It 
is the acceptance of this plea of guilty, it is said, 
that constitutes the adjudication in this oase. It is 
true that no owner of a library would like to submit 
to a common jury the question whether he was not 
the possessor of obscene literature, but imperfect 
as such an adjudication would be, it seems that it 
is more than was had in this case. Mr. Comstock’s 
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victim has very properly demanded a trial by jury. 
If he is acquitted, it will clearly appear both that 
his arrest was an outrage and that the arrest of the 
French bookseller was an outrage, and the injury 
ef his property a wrong for which he is entitled to 
redress.—Wew York Times. 


Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written us that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self Contradictions of 
the Bible, should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason" as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R 
Perry puts it thus: “As & missionary document 
the 144 Self Contradietions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
“Self-Contradictions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve copies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self. Contradictions” as well as the * Age 
of Reason." Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. 

Tus TaurH Sexxun’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tur Newark, N. J., Liberal League meets every Sun- 
day strapon at 3 o’olock at 177 Halsey st., corner of 
arket. 


Tus Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday ovening in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia, 


Tus Freethinkers’ Association of Dallas, Texas, meets 
every nagai 8 » M. in Liberty Hall, 228 South Ervay 
straat Dr. G. S. Lincoln, pres.; O. Paget, seo. All are 
welcome. 


Tus First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lee- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tur Omaha (Neb.) Philosophical Society meets every 
Sunday at 2 30 P.M., in Washington Hall, 18th and Har- 
ney streets. Questions pertaining to theology, Free- 
thought, and science freely discussed. All are welcome. 


Tue Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o'olock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M. 
P. McLeod, secretary. 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 A.M. 
to 10 r.m.; dues, 15 cents per month. 


FRANKLIN STEINER has just ended a lecture tourof over 
three months’ duration. Leaving Does Moines, Ia., the 
last of August, he returned December 10th. He starts 
out again early in January for Missouri, Texas, Kansas, 
and Indian Territory. In March he goes East again. 
Mr. Steiner wants to begin the new year right—that is, 
with à large number of engagements. Address him at 
Box 882, Des Moines, Iowa, or in care of the Truth 
Seeker Company. i 


S. P. PurNAM'S lecture engagements: 
Deo. 15th...... Columbus, O. Deo. 29th, Farmdale and 
Deo. 21st....... Linwood, O. vicinity. 
Dec. 22d...... Cincinnati, O. Jan. 5ih......... Chicago, Ill. 
N. B.—Mr. Putnam will lecture in Columbus, O., Sun- 
day, Deo. 15th, in Odd Fellows’ Building at 2 p.m., stand- 
ard time. It is hopad that ali Freethinkers in the vi- 
cinity of Columbus will make an effort to attend. Sub- 
ject of lecture, ‘‘ Freethought in England." 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for December: 

Deo. 13th—'* Vaccination and Hygiene.” Dr, M. R. 
Leverson. 
Deo, 2)th —'* Woman's Rights aud Wrongs.” L. G. P 
Dec. 27th —'*Stirpiculture and Prenatal Culture." 
L. Holbrook, M. D. 


Tus Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
Oollege, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for December : 

Deo 15th—‘* Was Lord Bacon the Author of Shakspere’s 
Plays?" S. H. Nichols. 

Deo. 22d —'* The Saviors of the World." nay Rowley. 

Deo. 29th—‘* Natural Religion." Frederick W. Taylor. 

Tye Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: 


Deo. 15th—‘tThe Cuban Republic.” Attorney A. A. 
rown. 
Deo. 22d —‘‘ Americanism and Ostholicism.” Samuel P, 


Putnam. . 
Deo. 29:th—'* The New Woman," Mrs. Louise Mann- 
heimer, 
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betters of Friends. 


Still Into New Fields. 


AUBURN, N. Y., Nov. 20, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: In accord with your prop- 
osition to giv the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book ” 
with Tar TRUTH SEEKER one year, I here- 
with send you $3.35 for TRUTH SEEKER, 
“ Pictorial Text-Book,” ‘‘ World Alma- 
nao," and ‘* Miracles and Miracle Work- 

ers.” C. MOLER. 


Emporia, Kax., Nov. 21, 1895. 
Mr. Eprros: I inclose you $3 for THe 
Terora SEEKER and ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Send it to the address of Simon Booker. 
lam trying to get you up list here in 
Emporia. We hav so many churches here 
it makes it hard work. I hope I may be 

able yet to do the cause some good. 
Respectfully, S. E. NonrHINGTON. 


By the Autbority of Church Councils. 


DEERFIELD, Ja., Nov. 14, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 to renew 
my subscription to Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 
In an old BibleI read many years ago 
were several apocryphal books and with 
them the song of the three holy children 
which occurs in the third chapter of Daniel; 
also the history of Bel and the dragon cut 
off from the end of Daniel. I venture to 
ask you, through Tug TRUTH SEEKER, by 
what authority those parts of Daniel were 
thrown out? Hav you any book which 
givs a history of the time, place, and by 
whom the Bible was canonized? 
Respectfully yours, Gzrorcre Brown. 
[The best small work on the Bible canon 
is Bronson C. Keeler's **Short History of 
the Bible." It is an excellent book and 
costs in paper covers only 50 cents; in flex- 
ible cloth, 75 cents. —Ep. T. S.] 


Persecution Makes Frieuds, 
Winona, Minn., Nov. 26, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron : Theocracy has its disciples 
in Minnesota as well as in the East, and 
they are busy perfecting orgauizations, by 
means of which their ideas of government 
will be engrafted in and enforced through 
civil laws. 

In the city of Minneapolis, and in my own 
city, the good ministers hav been activly 
engaged perfecting ‘‘ Christian Citizen- 
ship Leagues," etc., whose objects are the 
enforcement of all laws and especially 
Sunday laws, and the promotion of ‘‘Chris- 
tian citizenship.” f 

‘The people of Minnesota certainly need 
some of the wise men to look after their 
officers and legislators (so the clergy think); 
but they will find opposition all aloug. 

I will subscribe for Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
in a few days, even if it is deprived of the 
use of the mails of the United States by 
those whom it displeases. 


Yours for Freethought, W. Porson. 


Rome. 


WxwNE, Nes., Nov. 25, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: The recent celebration of 
the anniversary of the occupation of Rome 
by the Italian troops in 1870 called out 
the indignation of all Catholic Christen- 
dom. Among other foolishness uttered on 
that occasion, this appeared in the: Wais- 
enfreund, a red-hot Catholic sheet : ** For 
these and other reasons we protest against 
the present occupation of Rome by the 
Piedmontese [not Italians]. We always 
shall protest, and our children and theirs 
shall do the same. The Piedmontese shall 
find no rest from such protests and declara- 
tions, coming from all parts of the world, 
demanding that Rome shall be restituted 
to the pope. We demand and insist that 
the head of the church, as ordained by 
God, be made again king of Rome. The 
time will come when some powerful per- 
sonage will listen to our prayer [why does 
not their God do that ?] and will drive out 
the invaders and will giv the holy city 
back to the pope. The pope will not always 
remain a prisoner in the Vactican ; but the 
Rome of Constantine [the murderer], 
Charles the Great [the great converter and 
land-robber], and of the holy Leo; the 
Rome of the councils and canonizations 
will be restored, sooner or later, in theone 
way or other, but come it will, as the his- 
tory of the church shows, and the shaking 
throne of the Piedmontese will be either 


removed or collapse, while the successor of ! 


Petri will be free and independent in the 
capital of Christendom.” 

Rome was taken from other nations and 
given to the pope by Charlemagne, one of 
the greatest butchers who ever lived. 

Wn. B. ALLEN. 


The Futility of Prayer Demonstrated. 


Ex Reno, Oxua., Nov. 20, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I am an old soldier; served 
in the late rebellion, and was in hell eigh- 
teen months in Andersonville. Florence, 
Danville, and Castle Thunder, Richmond. 
I hav seen one thousand men in rags and 
starving and sick all down on their knees 
praying to God to release them, asking 
him in the name of Christ for water and to 
let them liv to see their mothers and 
fathers, brothers and sisters, their dear 
wives and little babes once more; praying 
for God to soften the rebels! hearts, and 
praying to God to strengthen our &rmies, 
so that they could be released from prison, 
relieved from the terrible punishment 
they were receiving. If ever there was 
faith shown in God it must hav been in 
those prisons. 

No doubt that millions of people hav 
heard of the great providential spring that 
broke out in Andersonville stockade. I 
was there and saw for myself. In the 
spring of 1864, I think, there was a freshet 
in the creek that ran through the prison. 
There was a very heavy rainfall that 
caused the creek to take a sudden rise and 
the water came down in a great torrent 
and washed out about fifty feet of the 
stockade on bothsides. Well, the ‘‘rebs” 
went to work and put in new logs; set 
them down five feet deep in the ground 
and tamped the ditch with clay around the 
logs to keep them in their places. Now 
the soil there was a sandy loam about two 
feet deep; then came the red clay, and by 
resetting the stockade it dammed up the 
creek. Then the water forced its way be- 
tween the clay and the sandy loam and 


"broke out inside of the dead line, and that 


was the great providential spring. I was 
an eye-witness of all this. If God caused 
this spring he ought to hav caused another 
to break out and furnish ham and eggs 
and bread for the poor starving inmates of 
the Andersonville hell. I there lost all 
faith in prayer; you may pray to God to 
giv bread, but will hav to work for it or 
starve. 

I read the Bible to understand it and 
found the third day's work was a fraud; 
how could the trees and vegetables yield 
up their fruit if the sun and moon and 
stars were noi made till the fourth day? 
I would like to hav some minister tell me 
which was the best of the beings, God or 
the devil. God killed millions of ancient 
people, if the Bible is true, and the devil 
never killed one that I could find any 
account of in the Bible. I believe he 
tried at one time to get Christ to kill him- 
self by jumping off some pinnacle or 
mountain; though I think he (the devil) 
was fooling him or trying to. 

I believe the Bible is nothing but the 
laws and history of the Jews, and is a con- 
glomerated botch at that. 

I wish you good success and will send 
you some new subscribers, 

G. W. KELLER. 


Moody a Good Hypnotizer, 
ATLANTA, Ga., Nov. 24, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: The exposition is progress- 
ing nicely under a full head of steam 
(energy) and is now graced by the pres- 
ence of your fellow-townsmen of New 
York and Brooklyn. A day was dedicated 
to each delegation, and I trust that the 
ceremonies instituted by the Atlanteans 
were befitting the occasion. Those from 
the city of churches may note while here 
that Atlanta isin the same line, if in the 
rear of Brooklyn. There are sixty-one 
churches in Atlanta, besides the big taber- 
nacle recently built for Mr. Moody, who is 
now here preaching. An old citizen here, 
a Methodist, remarked to me, ‘Mr. 
Moody has great magnetic influence;" 
and this is the secret of his success. Asa 
hypnotizer he would be as successful and 
draw as good houses at fifty cents a head 
as some professionals that I hav seen per- 
form in the theaters. His style is most 
simple, but his manner of relating such 
old stories as that of Nosh'sark and the 
prodigal son, embellished with numerous 


surmises of his own (he **has no doubt,” 
etc.), plays on the sensibilities of those 
who hav emulated from babyhood the 
characteristics of that silly, and com- 
paratively worthless, domestic animal, the 
sheep, until they are worked up into such 
an emotional state of mind that they will 
believe anything Mr. Moody then tells 
them—like a dozen subjects I oncs saw 
who believed that their costs were on 
wrong side out when told so by the hyp- 
notist., Mr. Moody outdraws all the siđe- 
shows. ‘True, he does a great deal of ad- 
vertising. Numerous agents go all about 
the city distributing his handbills; numer- 
ous notices appear in the papers, and the 
adjournment of most of the churches at 
certain times for his benefit tend to bring 
him large audiences. I will not deny that 
he may do some good in individual cases, 
but it is for those who hav no higher am- 
bition than to be sheepish and let some one 
else do their thinking. And this method 
I consider more detrimental to the welfare 
and development of the human race at 
large than anything else. 

I spent to-day (Sunday) in a typical 
Christian way. I went to Trinity (Meth- 
odist) ehurch on Trinity avenue and heard 
a sermon on the text, ‘‘ Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy.” J had to take 
a rear séat where I could hear but little of 
the discourse, hence I was not irritated by 
the doctrins; so I listened t» the choir, 
which was a good one, and dozed peace- 
fully through the sermon like a stanch 
deacon. The assistant minister, who did 
some praying, is an old-time friend, whom 
I met here again recently. He is a Meth- 
odist, and preached on the circuit where I 
lived in the year 1860. I was then a small 
boy living in the country, surrounded by 
wealth in abundance. The rich planters 
owned extensiv estates and slaves by the 
score and hundred: Nearly all were 
Christians in those times. They had texts 
in the Bible that justified slavery.  Estab- 
lished by the law of the land and sanc- 
tioned by the Bible, the Southron con- 
sidered it as proper to own slaves as 
horses. But now all is changed. All 
know that slavery was a great wrong and 
are glad that it is swept away forever from 
our shores. It wasa long step upward in 
progress. And so free thought and free 
speech will carry us onward and upward 
until mental slavery is swept away forever. 

S. S. BRYAN. 


Iufidel Discourses in a Christian Church. 
MARTINSVILLE, Ict., Nov. 11, €. M. 295. 
Mr. EnprronR: I esteem it my duty to re- 

port the sad event of the death of Dr. 
Martin Flenner, a pioneer of Freethought 
in this community; a man endowed with 
the characteristic of doubt to such a de- 
gree that a logical exercise of his senses 
and faculties forced him from one conclu- 
sion to another until he anchored his 
hopes and conclusions upon the advanced 
and scientific principles of the eternity of 
matter, and rounded up his life at the 85th 
mile-stone on this mundane sphere. 

He was a man born and raised in the 
United Brethren church, which eliminated 
him on account of a growth of mind which 
orthodoxy cannot tolerate and survive, 
and by an exercise of the mind and what 
means his environments presented he 
evolved to the position of an Agnostic, 
which position he maintained and advo- 
cated until the spark of life expired in a 
calm and placid death. 

Through our social converse over 8 year 
before his death, he determined to write 
out some of the conclusions he had 
reached through his observations and ex- 
periences while in an activ and conscious 
state, aud hav such conclusions read at his 
funeral to forestall such falsehoods as are 
apt to be circulated by adverse minds. 
This wise provision proved very advan- 
tageous and useful in disposing of the 
falsehoods which the pious were so ener- 
getic in setting afloat, three weeks before 
his death, to the effect that he recanted 
and had accepted Christianity. The read- 
ing of his discourse refuted everything 
they had circulated, and the statement I 
made on the occasion showed conclusivly 
that he died as he had lived, in full con- 
fidence that science is more reliable than 
any creed or Bible. I shall herewith send 
you Dr. Flenner’s discourse; also what I 
composed by copying and quoting from 
the sentiments and facts gleaned by the 


reading of Tae Trura SmkKER and Inde- 
pendent Pulpit &nd their publications, 
and you can use these documents a8 you 
think best. It is my opinion we should 
make an effort to discard the prevailing 
customs of Christianity, especially the 
custom of holding religious incantations 
over our Liberal friends, and this can be 
done most effectually by encouraging all 
Liberals to put their best thoughts on pa- 
per. If any lack the literary ability to do 
this well it will be easy to find others who 
can help those thus deficient. This would 
strengthen them and giv us an opportu- 
nity to penetrate minds we can reach in no 
other place or manner than at funerals. 

Herein you will find 75 cents, for which 
send Tar Truru SEEKER to Wm. Conley. 
I remain, as ever, an enthusiastic admirer 
of your glorious and powerful paper. 

J. T. Houser. 


Seeking the Light. 


CaRTERVILLE, Iut., Nov. 12, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I received a copy of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER a few days ago, and I will 
try to write a few words, maiuly for my 
own instruction. Although born and nur- 
tured under a Methodist roof, I hav always 
been a Freethinker, but not an Infidel. I 
always believed in a God, but nota Bible 
God. I also believe that nature demands 
one day’s rest in seven, but don’t think 
there should be any compulsion about it, 
This ıs my conviction in a nutshell. If 
the after-life is à theory, what a grand and 
sublime thought to possess a belief so fixed 
that one may see with the eye of faith the 
heavenly tableau that awaits the coming of 
the soul. This savors a little of orthodoxy, 
but it is a fond hope to cherish, and I trust 
it will be realized. What a sad old earth 
this is to liv on if there is no hope beyond 
the grave! Of course the writings of the 
Old Testament, as well as of the New, so 
far as narration of events and the nature 
of the people are concerned, sound like an 
unreasonable tale to Freethinking people. 
For instance, the ‘‘ fish tale,” albeit if this 
were of a novelistic order, with Jonah for 
the hero of the tale, it might suit those 
who delight in romance ; but that is not an 
orthodox interpretation—we are asked to 
believe with all our heart from Genesis to 
Revelation without consulting reason or 
exercising thought ; let it be fish tale, apple 
tale, salt tale, or fox tail, we are com- 
manded to regard it as the word of God. 
I hav studied the Bible conscientiously, 
and I must confess that it contains some 
good moral lessons, and great examples of 
perseverance. Again, there are some in- 
cidents recorded which are not moral, and 
which are too ridiculous and crude for 
belief. . 

In such an age of obscurity as that in 
which these tales were written some of our 
American historical events would be chron- 
icled as miracles. For instance, Capt. 
John Smith, while on an expedition up the 
rugged Chickahominy river, was captured 
by the Indians, and when the club was 
raised, we are told, one Pocahontas fel] 
in love with him, and through her inter- 
cession his life was spared. But even this 
has been discredited, that is, the love part, 
because such intercession was & matter of 
Indian usage. However, it is a grand cor- 
ner-stone on which to build a house of su- 
perstition and cover it with a miracle, In 
thelight of historical research superstition 
is fast dying out, and with it must go su- 
pernatural religion. So many people be- 
lieve the Bible because so few read it. It 
is a matter of fact that the majority of 
Christians allow the preachers of their re- 
spectiv denominations to do their thinking. 
As there is very little said in the Bible 
about music, art, science, or other achieve- 
ments of this kind, I hav concluded that 
people are farther advanced in this direc- 
tion than they would be if the fact were 
otherwise. Still, I hav heard this argued 
in the negativ by learned Christians, who 
pointed to the pyramids of Egypt and the 
temple of Solomon as proof. They further 
say that Lot's wife—the pillar of salt—is 
standing to this day where her transforma. 
tion took place. For authority they cite 
Dr. Livingston as an eye-witness. Through 
the courtesy of the Editor I will ask if this 
is true. It has not been my intention to 
argue Infidelity or Christianity, but rather 
to seek information. 

Exxiott . WibLIAMR, 
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Some Religious Meditations. 
Los ANGELES, OAT., Nov. 25, 1895. 


Mr. Enrror: Looking down through the 
ages by the aid of history, we find that re- 
ligion has always been the most intolerant 
thing in the world; and that damnable 
trait seems as strong and deathless to-day 
as ever. Religions of all kinds are afflicted 
with it; but none to so great an extent as 
our pet superstition, Ohristianity. This 
cruel and bloody religion, with a record 
that throws in the shade the doings of the 


unspeakable Turk and the Apache Iudian, 


has always sanctioned physical force and 
sought the aid of statute laws in extending 
It has never 
been satisfied with the moral forces found 


its power and influence, 


in pursuasion and argument, but has in- 
sisted on being aided by the state in every 
possible manner. It has demauded and 
obtained Sunday and blasphemy laws, and 


its influence has been seen and felt in the 


enactment of others which had for their 
object the restriction of human rights. It 


never could, aud cannot now, tolerate the 


idea of free thought and the right of every 
man to express his honest opinions; and 
when it has power to act. it will not permit 
freedom of thought and speech. It has 
done nothing in the past it would not do 
in the present, if not restrained by outside 
influences; for Ohristianity, without such 
restraints, is pure fanaticism with no re- 
spect for rights or reason. Both branches 
of this hellish religion, Protestant and 
Catholic, are the foes of intellectual liberty, 
and the mind of man must hav its limits 
and restrictions where they hav power to 
establish them, The circular method of 
_thinking is the only one they tolerate, and 
that is to start with their assumed pre- 
mises and swing around to conclusions 
that jibe with the starting-point. To strike 
a tangent and follow an idea that does not 
thus return is heresy; and heresy must be 
stamped out and discouraged by the iron 
hand of secular governments, if Ohristian- 
ity can insure the action of such forces. 

Its only hove lies in so doing; for unless 
free thought and free speech—which can 
be suppressed in no other manner—are de- 
stroyed, intelligence will continue to dis- 
Bipate the doctrins of original sin, vicari- 
ous atonement, and a red-hot hell. Truly 
the condition of Christianity is desperate, 
for its waning power carries with it a 
prediction of ultimate destruction; to pre- 
vent which, intelligence mnst, by fair 
means or foul, be suppressed. 

The prohibition of Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
in the Canadian mails, and the bigoted and 
asinin demands of two prominent organs 
of Christianity in this country, should 
rcuse to action the defenders of liberty 
everywhere, for the attempt to muzzle the 
press and deny the right of free speech 
strikes at the root of all our liberties. 
From Canada, that paradise of priestoraft 
and abode of mental slavery, we expect 
little in defense of human rights; but 
here, in the United States, where intelli- 
gence is greater and more general; where 
so many marks of progress are seen in our 
advancement asa nation, there is reason 
to suppose the encroachments of religious 
tyranny will be met by successful resist- 
ance. But just think for a moment of the 
sublime gall which those Christian fanatics 
possess, who are crying for the suppression 
of Tam TRUTH SzEEKER. Here we are un- 
der a government that recognizes no re- 
ligion, with a Constitution which guaran- 
tees free speech and a free press, and yet 
because those rights are exercised in a 
manner not pleasing to the preachers, they 
want the gag applied. It is evident that, 
in their opinion, Christians alone hav those 
rights which the Constitution insures to 
all; but let them insist on the repression 
by law of their opponents, whom they ean 
not answer or meet successfully in argu- 
ment, and see how they come out. We hav 
passed that period in the world's history 
where the church was superior to the state, 
and though some laws yet exist that dis- 
grace our statute books because of their 
discriminating character. in behalf of re- 
ligion, it is not at all likely that any more 
will be enacted to giv bigots and fanatios 
power to muzzle their opponents. [But 
they are being enacted every year. — Ep, 
T. 8.] Without special privileges which 
Christianity has always had, it would decay 
so rapidly that its devotees would be para- 
lyzed with astonishment. In a fair field 
with no favor, the triumph of Freethought 
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would be insured beyond a doubt; for 
with all the great efforts to corral the ohil- 
dren and stamp upon their plastic minds 
the fables of Christianity; with prayers 
and Bibles in mauy public schools, and a 
public press that favors in every way this 
absurd superstition, Freethought still gains 
and Ohristianity loses in numbers. The 
zenith of Ohristianity was long ago passed, 
aud though it still retaing its fighting char- 
acteristics and its rabid intolerance, its 
days of domination hav fled to reappear 
nomore. Destiny does not decree a the- 
ocracy for the future of this country, and 
no matter how much religious fauatios may 
desire it, they will never see it. A nice 
conflict is now on between the two great 
seots of Ohristianity, and no possibility 
exists of their ever uniting for warfare on 
Freethought. The A. P. A, movement is 
of great importance in widening the sep- 
aration of these dual sects, and they 
should be encouraged in every possible 
manner to continue their manifestations 
of mutual hatred, for the more time they 
devote to each other. the less they will hav 
for interference with the rights and the 
works of the Freethinker. Christian dis- 
cord from Luther’s day to ours has been 
8 great blessing to humanity, and the bit- 
terness with which these two classes of 
Obristians assail each other is productiv of 
much satisfaction. Show me a nation with 
one religion, said Voltaire, and I will show 
you a despotism; but present indications 
do not point to one in this country, and it 
is well for us they do not. While they 
fizht among themselvs Freethought is, in- 
directly, benefited. So let the good work 
proceed with vigor and persistency. 
O. SEVERANCE, 


Secular Sunday-Schools. 
Fremont, Wasu., Nov. 25, 1895. 

Mx. Enrrong: The Secular Sunday school 
is of more importance than all else in the 
advancement of our cause. 

Wherever there are five Liberals and 
five children obtainable as pupils a Secu- 
lar Sunday-school can and should be 
started and maintained. If rightly con- 
ducted it will in every instance prove a 
power for good. 

In organizing Secular :Sunday-schools 
the first requisit is a self-sacrificing worker, 
one who loves children, one who cannot be 
discouraged by opposition or indifference 
on the part of those from whom was ex- 
pected the most hearty assistance and 
encouragement, one content to know the 
good being accomplished is well worthy of 
all the effort made, one willing to toil and 
endure, confident of the grand result that 
at last is sure to reward every effort and 
sacrifice made. With such a one to act as 
superintendent, and with such teachers as 
such a true worker will inspire, the success 
of the school is certain, its growth and 
power only a question of a short time. Aim 
to make the exercises of the school of such 
interest—alike to old and young—that 
each and all will really want to attend, and 
feel sorry if, for any cause, they are un- 
able to be present. Də not despise the 
day of small things. The Tacoma, Wash., 


Secular Sunday-school commenced with a | 


few children and half a dozen adults, all 
that then could be induced to take the 
least interest. The Portland, Or., Secular 
Sunday-school, in the great city of Port- 
land, had to be held at first in Mr. Charles 
Hagner’s private house—seven all told. 
To-day there is an average attendance of 
sixty-five children and twenty-five adults. 

The children need to be divided into 
classes ; do not be discouraged if there is 
but one child in a class; make it so en- 
joyable to that one that it will talk 
of the school and the good time there, 
and thus induce others to attend. Provide 
the kindergarten class—children from 2 to 7 
years old—with perforated cardboard (so 
that the little ones can easily put needle 
and bright colored worsted through) in 
simple outlines of cups, cats, caps, sun- 
bonnets, pail, horse, box, dog, eto. The 
little ones will be delighted to do such 
work and be proud of its accomplishment. 
Procure a number of strips of bright col- 
ored pasteboard to be plaited in various 
forms. Five cents’ worth of seed-peas— 
soaked over night—and a handful of tooth- 
pieks afford opportunity for development 
of the children’s constructivness, in mak- 
ing bedsteads, tables, stools, houses, 
fences, ete. 


Class A are children from 7 to 11. Here 
are taken baby steps in science lesson 
leaves containing interesting little stories 
by which the children are induced to 
think and become familiar with the science 
of everyday things. Olass B are children 
from 11 to 16. Lessons in natural philos. 
ophy are given. The Lesson Leaves are 
in form of question and answer, simple as 
possible, making very plain every difficult 
or unfamiliar term ; incítiug to thought, 
study, and more careful observation and 
investigation. : 

The Adult Class studies the same subject 
as Class B—natural philosophy. Let the 
chief effort be directed to making the 
lesson if possible more interesting and the 
explanations more simple and telling. 
From this class must come the teachers. 
Draw out hints and suggestions for more 
effectivly carrying on the work of the 
school. 

Hav the opening song, class-poem, and 
closing song pasted on cardboards to be pre- 
served. Keep a supply, so as to hand one 
to each in attendance. Always open school 
promptly on time. Oall to order, dis- 
tribute cards, and commence with the 
opening song (encourage all present to 
join in the singing), reading of minutes of 
preceding meeting by the secretary (giv- 
ing number in each class, subject of Jesson, 
number of visitors, and all items of in- 
terest). Then recitation in concert of 
the class poem by all present. Form 
classes (see that every one present, es- 
pecially any new comers, are made wel- 
come and properly located). Teachers at 
their posts ; in cases of absence their places 
supplied. Lesson in classes twenty min- 
utes ; then all assemble together for re- 
view of the lesson by superintendent. Oall 
for volunteers to recite **G'em of Thought,” 
or ‘“‘ Thought to be Rsmembered," from 
previous lessons. In every lesson the 
‘t Gem of Thought” should be expressiv 
of some moral truth, thus impressing on 
all the importance of striving to attain to 
better, purer, more useful, and conse- 
quently happier lives. . 

After review of lesson, form for calis- 
thenie drill; let the motions be made to 
music if possible, and induce all, old and 
young, to take part. Follow with march 
and flag drill. March to seats, depositing 
flags and receiving presents, giving the 
children orange, apple, nuts, candy, or a 
glass of lemonade. It costs but a trifle, 
but pays well in increase of attendaace. 

Members, teachers, and friends should 
be frequently reminded to supply the su- 
perintendent with songs, duets, choruses, 
short poems, and recitations, copied or 
cut from books, papers, periodicals, and 
magazines, so that the superintendent can 
furnish each pupil with just what is most 
suitable and the child can best do justice 
to; on Saturday afternoon giv instruc- 
tions in elocution and the proper delivery 
of the recitations, and drill in songs, duets, 
ehoruses, etc. One Sunday evening of 
each month giv a musical and literary 
entertainment by the Sunday-school pupils. 
All the parents will be interested, and in- 
duce others to accompany them, and thus 
others will be interested in our work. 
Charge & small admission fee. 

The ane field on which the orthodox 
church now concentrates all its power and 
energy is the social; she realizes the hu- 
man craving for sociability, the passion to 
assemble in numbers for amusement and 
enjoyment. Alas! how many children of 
Liberals hav been seduced into the church 
by its sociability, and our neglect to pro- 
vide any place of asssmbly or amusement. 
Tf we fail to provide Secular Sunday- 
schools and Secular churches our young 
folks are very liable to go to those pro- 
vided by Christians, and form attachments 
prejudicial to their best interests. So long 
as the church can hold the keys of social 
life and control the religious training of 
the children, we may expose the fallacies 
of her teachings, but her influence will be 
undiminished. Strive to make your Secn- 
lar Sunday-school the most enjoyable and 
the happiest place possible; be sure that 
in every respect, alike social and educa- 
tional, it shall be far superior to any 
orthodox Sunday-school. 

Experience has demonstrated that it is 
in every case an advantage to ‘call the so- 
ciety a ** Secular church ;" by so doing 
much of prejudice is overcome and many 
privileges secured. ‘‘A rose by any other 
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name would smell as sweet.” Why permit 
prejudice against a name to prevent our 
using it, when by so doing we are greatly 
advantaged aud no one injured ? 

If, among members of the Secular 
church and Sunday-school, there is any 
musical ability—vocal or instrumental— 
cultivate it to the utmost. There should 
be rehersals one night in each week, and 
all who possess any musical ability be per- 
suaded to attend, aud at evory such re- 
hersal make spəcial efforts that every one 
present has a really enjoyable, jolly, social 
time. If there is any dramatic talent it 
should be carefully developed. Form an 
amateur dramatic club as auxiliary to the 
church. Establish the *'* Women's Auxil- 
iary" to which women not members of the 
church or Sundsy-school should be in- 
vited, for the discussion of the ** Topics of 
the Times," and to unite their efforts in 
practical charity and benevoleuce, and in 
devising ways and means to help the Sun- 
day-sehool The monthly musical and 
literary entertainment should consist of 
music, songs, duets, choruses, recitations, 
and, when practical, a good farce, fol- 
lowed by a dance, 

On the walls of the room or Ball hav ap- 
propriate mottoes, and pictures of distin- 
guished scientists and Liberals; this will 
often lead visitors to converse on our aims 
and objects, serve to awaken interest and 
a Spirit of inquiry. Hav conveniently 
within reach sample copies of our Liberal 
papersand periodicals aud small pamphlets 
to giv—in extreme cases—but it is gen- 
erally much better to loan than to giv. 
Loan under most urgent entreaty to take 
great care of aud return by specified day. 
The more highly they think you prize the 
reading matter loaned, the more interested 
they will be in reading it. 

In summer excursions and picnics oare- 
fully planned can be made a source of 
revenue, as well as inoreasiug membership 
both of church and Sunday-school. 

There can be no more noble, glorious 
work than edueating the children out of 
superstition into knowledge of science; 
training them to think for themselvs; free- 
ing them from the bonds of error aud su- 
perstition, and helping them to become 
natural philosophers, that is, genuin truth 
Seekers. ' 

Any further help or information required 
will be promptly afforded by writiug to 
Miss Nettie A. Olds, MeMinnville, Or., or 
to myself, at Fremont, King Oo., Wash. 

I will furnish opening and closing songs, 
class poems, aud first month's Lasson 
Leaves free to any who d»sire to make a 
real earnest effort to start schools. 

There should be a Sscular Sunday- 
school in every public school district. 
Surely it is worth making the effort; 
don’t wait for some one more competent, 
but go to work, make a start, and help 
will come to you. C. B. EgyNorps, 
Sec. Wash. Sec. Union, Fremont, Wash. 


JUST OUT. ANOTHER NEW BOOK! 
PatrioticAddresses 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Reunion Address 
AT ELMWOOD, ILL, SEPT. 5, 1895. 
—and— 
Decoration-Day Oration, 
IN NEW YORK, MAY 30, 1882, 


His Address delivered at Elmwood, Ill, Sep- 
tember 5th, 1895, at the reunion of his old resi. 
ment, the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry—alsa his 
famous Oration delivered on De.oration Day, 
1882, before the Grand Army of the Republic, at 
the Academy of Music, New York. hese two 
ciassics are published in book form for the first 
time from revised manuscript, and ara the only 
authorized and correct reprints. It also contains 
a handsome half-tone portrait of the Uolonel 
and his little grandson, Robert G. Ingersoll- 
Brown. Priuted on good paper, large type, wide 
margins, in one volume. 


Price, cloth, 50 ots; paper, 25 ots. Sent 
post-paid on receipt of price by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“* Between the dark and the daylight, 
c en the night d beginning to lower, 
omes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the hildren's Hour." 


Wynken, Blynken, and Nod. 


Wynken, Blynken, and Nod one night 
Sailed off in a wooden shoe— 

Sailed on a river of crystal light 
Into a sea of dew. 

* Where are you going aud what do you wish?” 
The old man asked the three. 

“ We hav ocme to fish for the herring fish 
That liv in the beautiful sea; 

` Nets of silverand gold hav we," 

j Said Wynker, 
Blynken, 
And Nod. 


The old moon laughed and sang a song 
As they rocked in the wooden shoe, 
And the wird that sped them all night long 
Ruffled the waves of dew. 
The little stars were the herring fish 
That lived in that beautful sea. 
* Now cast your net wherever you wish— 
Never sfeared are we.” 
So cried the stars to the fishermen three— 
Wynken, 
Blynken, 
And Nod. 


All night long their nets they threw 
To the stars in twinkling foam. 
Then down from the skies came the wooden shoe 
And the voyagers were home. 
Twas allso pretty a sail it seemed 
As if it could not be, 
And some folks thought ’twas a dream they'd 
dreamed 
Of sailing that beautiful sea, 
But I shall name you the flshermen three; 
Wynken, 
Blynken, 
And Nod. 


Wynken and Blynken are two little eyes, 
And Nod is a little head, 
And the wooden shoe that sailed the skies 
Is a wee one’s trundle bed. 
So shut your eyes while mother sings 
Of wonderful sights that be, 
And you shall see the beautiful things 
As you rock in the misty sea 
Where the old shoe rocked the fishermen three— 
Wynken, 
Blynken, 
And Nod. 


More About Snakes. 


Having read those snake stories in the 
Children’s Corner, I thought I would tell 
my snake story, which is true. We do 
not hav many snakes on Galveston Island, 
and those are usually of a harmless kind, 
commonly called chicken and garter 
snakes. Chicken snakes are supposed to 
make their meals of both eggs and young 
chickens. I do not know what they exist 
on when the supply givs out. Last July, 
in my garden, I came across two young 
snakes which I killed. I did not know the 
species ; they were of & uniform mottled 
brown color. I keep a cow and hav a feed 
box which contains meal and bran, Rats 
like mea], and my cat, which is a first- clase 
mouser and ratter, could not make a show- 
ing in the decrease of therats, which would 
clamber over each other in their haste to 
get out of sight when we went to feed the 
cow. I also hav a honeysuckle vine on the 
east-end of my front gallery, where spar- 
rows hav just reveled and multiplied un- 
molested, and took chances with the chick- 
engin getting themost wheat. Such was the 
condition of affairs around home when last 
July I left for Comfort, Texas, to be gone 
a month; a glorious monthI had getting ac- 
quainted with bigger snakes (bull and water 
moccasins six and eight feet long), fishing 
for trout in the famous Guadalupe river, 
and hunting petrified oyster and clam- 
shells on the mountain tops, fifteen hun- 
dred feet above the level of the sea, not 
forgetting the Indian arrow-heads on the 
hills adjoining the river. September came 
around, and I am home again. I visit 
my cow, but what has happened ? The still- 
ness of death in my feed house ; no meal 
sack cut open; I go ur to my gallery—no 
welcome chatter of sparrows ; I felt lonely, 
Why they had deserted me I could not 
think. The problem solved itself in this 
way : One evening we had some friends to 
visit us, and were sitting on our lower 


gallery, when a snake dropped from the 
upper gallery and fell half its length on 
the top step, but wriggled off in the dark- 
ness. An old Texan sitting by said it was 
a female rattler. Two days later, I lifted 
the ivy from the upper gallery, aud his 
snakeship was there basking himself in the 
sun. I had it killed, but woe isme! I 
killed my best friend, for on opening him 
a full grown rat was found inside. Since 
then the sparrows hav come back, and rats 
are on the increase. The snake was about 
four feet long, light-brown in color, with 
dark-brown stripes on his back. Could 
some reader inform me how non-poisonous 
snakes catch their game, and do female 
rattlesnakes hav rattles or not ? 
Very sincerely yours, 
Galveston, Tex. Saran E. Winey. 


* Right Living’? Among the Comrades 
of the G A. R. 

“Right Living” created quite a sense- 
tion in camp ou its arrival. I got my 
book at noon on Monday, the 18th. You 
kindly put in one of your lectures with the 
bock, 80 as soon as I undid the package I 
handed the lecture to a comrade to read. 
On Tuesday morning he came to me and 
asked: ‘‘Does the same lady who delivers 
this lecture write the book?” 

** Yes," I told him; ‘‘same one." 

“Then Iam going to hav it," he said, 
‘s for this is one of the most sensible lect- 
ures I ever read.” 

I wrote you at once to send me another 
book. During the forenoon I was reading 
to several comrades about Lincoln and 
the Illinois railroad, and about the old 
lady advising the minister which road to 
take. Auother said: ''I believe, Mr. 
Berry, I will take one; for I hav a daugh- 
ter down in Dayton who likes good read- 
ing.” So I immediately wrote you to 
send me two books. Then, in the even- 
ing, another comrade said to me that he 
would take one. He also said that he had 
8 family in Dayton, and when he read the 
book he would giv it to them. So you see 
by that means the book will likely be 
introduced where it was never heard of be- 
fore, and may be the means of selling more, 
How easy it is for anyone to do & kind- 
ness when they do not know or think at 
the time that they are really doiug it! 

I think that I shall be able to sell two or 
three more books, for every one who has 
looked at it so far has been favorably im- 
pressed. Jor M. BERRY. 

National Mil. Home, O. 

[The above was not written for publica- 
tion, but it speaks so well for the right 
impulse of the human heart, that we 
desire to giv it to our readers. We thank 
our friend Mr. Berry and the comrades of 
the G. A. R. for their interest and patron- 
age of “Right Living." There are no 
braver mex in this world than they who 
periled life and limb to preserve the 
liberties of this fair land. Equally as 
brave are those who stand ready to battle 
for mental liberty, for the preservation of 
the Constitution, end for all that makes 
life valuable and desirable.—Ep. C. C.] 


ee 
Correspondence. 


ORILLIA, OnT., Nov. 23, 1895. 
Drar Miss Wixon: To-day I received a 
Christian paper from Chicago, and took it 
to my father to see what he thought about 
it. He said, '*ft is a goody-goody paper.” 
I opened it and the first story was called, 
‘How Katie Was Found Out." Oh, it 
wassickening. She had taken her grand- 
father’s watch and looked at it. Her 
grandpa said God saw her take it, and He 
told him about it. Now, how could God 
tell him she took it? I hope this will be 
in print, though I cannot see it, because I 
am a Canadian girl. I wish some girl who 
has written to Tum TRUTH SEEKER would 

write to me. ELMA A, MOFFATT. 


[We are happy to know that our girls 
and boys of the Corner hav the ability to 
reason and to see how ridiculous some 
things are, They cannot be caught with 


chaff. Our religious friends keep the edi- 


tor of the Corner well supplied with copies 
of the New York Weekly Witness, Young 
Crusader, and other similar papers, be- 
sides numerous tracts, and specially 
marked passages. We are obliged for 
their courtesy, but there is very little, if 
anything, of value in these papers. When 
we apply the touch of common sense, they 
do not stand. Our friends should learn to 
exercise reason and judgment, —Er. C, C.] 


Health and Happiness. 
VI.—FIRST CARES OF THE NEWLY -BORN. 

When the child is born the attendants 
must not content themselvs with merely 
wiping it. Let it be plunged into a basin 
of tepid water, and dried with a soft, fine 
piece of linen. The body is frequently 
covered with a fatty substance, in which 
case first rub the skin with olive oil, and 
then wash and cleau it completely in the 
bath. Hav old, clean linen, well warmed, 
to wipe and dry it. After the child has 
been washed inspect the little body to see 
whether there are any marks or malforma- 
tions about the mouth, gums, tongue, 
back, arms, head, etc. Shaping or mold- 
ing the head is not custorhary among us, 
though it is occasionally practiced by mid- 
wives. It was once the custom on the con- 
tinent, and is still in many districts in 
Europe. The head should be neither 
pressed nor molded, thongh there are 
those who believe that by doing so they 
giv it a more agreeable shape. These 
manipulations are not only useless, but 
for the most part dangerous. When the 
fontanels are large or membranous, or 
the sides of the head not completely de- 
veloped (ossified), let the head be covered 
with a very light muslin cap to protect it 
against the curious or meddlesome fingers. 
Envelop the umbilical cord in & small 
compress of fine linen, and place it on the 
left side of the abdomen; or, better, take 
a small piece of linen, burn a hole in 
the center, and pass the umbilical cord 
through it. We thereby get au antisep- 
tic action of the charred margins. Over 
this compress of burnt cloth lay another 
compress made of a few folds of linen and 
put a woolen bandage around the body. 
Let the bandage be about four fingers 
wide, drawn moderately tight, and tied by 
means of strings. The compress ought to 
be changed every day until the cord falls 
off. If the navel is red, angry looking, or 
inflamed, place the powder of a burnt cork 
on the inflamed part. When the cord has 
fallen off entirely, put over the navel a 
little compress of fine linen, of the size 
aud form of a domino, and about the 
thickvess, to be held in position by a band- 
age as above described. This is an excel- 
lent means of avoiding umbilical hernia. 

In order to make the arms of the infant 
pass easily into the sleeves of its chemise, 
surround the hand with a piece of paper 
in the form say of an old fashioned candle 
extinguisher without so much point (call 
it, if you will, **a baby manchette ”); that 
prevents the thumb from extending and 
getting in the way when the child is dress- 
ing. 

The infant being dressed in its little 
chemise, or swaddling, either the one or 
theother ought to be provided with strings 
behind, avoiding the use of pins. Some 
put a bandage over that, about two fingers 
in width, below the armpits, wrapping it 
round the body without tightening it too 
much. The lower part of the bandage 
ought not to be drawn so tight; it 
should be arranged in such a manner that 
the child may be able to move its limbs. 
Never inclose the arms of the newly-born 
in the bandage. As soon as the infant is 
dressed, it is recommended by some to giv 
it a teaspoonful or two of sugar-water; 
then put it in its cradle, on its right side. 
The right side is preferable during the first 
tew days of its lite. The mother, or nurse, 
ought not to hav the infant sleep with her 
in the same bed, for the reason, as previ- 
ously stated, that it is likely to be inad- 
vertently smothered. 

Form and Composition of the Cradle, — 
The cradle generally in use at the present 
day combines pretty nearly all the qualities 
desivable—that is, comfort, hygiene, and 
solidity. Whether of iron, wood, or wic- 
kerwork, they should always be somewhat 
elevited from the floor, supported by feet, 
Cradles not raised in this manner, but sim- 
ply resting on the floor, should not, under 
any circumstance, be used, as they expose 
the infant to humidity, draught, ete., and 
leave them within easy reach of domestic 
animals. In recent years cradles are so 
constructed as to close entirely; that is to 
say, the upper portion is so fashioned that 
it can be lifted up by a string into a sort 


| of hood—resembling the hood of a car- 


riage—or kind of eradle- parachute, so that 
ihenursling is in perfect security. One 


or two mattresses of straw or hay, or a 


little mattress of horsehair, or of varec, 
composes the bed and forms the base of 
the cradle, the mattress being covered with 
a suitable woolen blauket aud sheet. The 
sheeting, or cotton cloth, out of which the 
sack is made which contains the hay or 
straw, should hav a longitudinal slit in it, 
so a8 to permit the stirring up and airing 
of the contents. In case it becomes moist 
or wet, it is best to expose it to the sun or 
a current of air. The pillows should al- 
ways be mada of horsehair, varec, or hay. 
Feathers, oilcloth, caoutchouc, sheepskin, 
old clothes, that are frequently placed un- 
der children, should by no means be used 
on account of the heat, bad odor, humid- 
ity, etc., which they maintain in the cradle. 
If there are curtains to the cradle, they 
should be of light material that will not 
intercept the passage of air. Care should 
be taken not to cover the infant too 
heavily. The little ones are generally in 
a state of perspiration, which not only en- 
feebles them, but makes them susceptible 
to cold the moment they are taken out of 
their beds. 

Occasionally it will be found necessary 
to warm the nursling in its cradle during 
winter. For this purpose use a rubber 
bag, a bottle of either lead or stone filled 
with warm water, well secured and wrapped 
in a piece of flannel, placed at the foot of 
the cradle. This produces a gentle and 
agreeable heat and the infant need not be 
overloaded with covering. Never place a 
heated brick or an iron in thecradle. The 
material in which it is wrapped is inflam- 
mable and may set the cradle on fire. 
Such accidents hav occurred, and nurs- 
lings hav perished through such impru- 
dence. : 

When the infant grows sleepy it should 
not ba taken in the arms of the nurse, oY 
placed on the knees, as is frequently done. 
Put it iuto its cradle; it is much better «ff 
there than elsewhere. Thus the child be- 
comes habituated to sleep in its bed, which 
is the earliest kind of training or disoiplin 
it receives. In proportion as the child 
grows, the less sleep it requires. The nurs- 
ling should, however, not rest continually 
in its cradle; exercise is requisit. This is 
given by carrying it about on the arm. 
Promenading diverts itsattention and givs 
it strength. The weather being pleasant 
and agreeable, every opportunity should 
be taken to hav babies out in the air. 

J. HA&TMANN, M.D. 
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RIGHT LIVING $ 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid:ring from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make lifo worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THETRUTH SEEKER CO, 


SUSAN H. WIXONS WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Fonr Centnries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Libera) Romance 
12mo, 300 pp., #1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1 25. 


The Story Hour. An Exoeptionally Hand- 
some aud Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards. $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 


A Story o' the Rightway Alm house 


A short story that will interest children and 
parents. 


By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. Liberal book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev~ 
eral persons. . 

We have quite a number of books appropriatel; 
bound for Holidav purchasers, and we will pac 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail or by vrevaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose : 


F our Hundred Years of Freethought, From 


Columbus to Ingersoll By Samuel P. 
Putnam. 143 full-page half-tone por- 
traits of the most eminent l'reethinkers 
&nd philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. Large octavo 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 
edges. Price, $5. 


Right Living. By Susau H. Wixon. Eth- 
jor as Understood by a Student of Science. 
Right Living" is we'l bound in cloth 
&nd printed on good paper. Price, $1. 
A Unofficia! Patriot. A Historical Story 
of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Uloth, $1.25; pape ', 50 cents. 
Tr Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in 


cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 


d Testament Stories Comically Hlustrated 


iu cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, 81. 


Tie Gods and Religions of Ancient aad Modern 


Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, 8. 


[r2erso' s Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 


cloth. $2 50: tree calf, 89. Cheaper cloth 
edis on f:om same plates, $1.50. 


[ngersotl's Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses: Interviews on 
Talmage; Wnat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphsmy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


Life. A Prose Poem. With Pictures «f 


Co'onel Ingersoll and Grandchild. By R 
G. Ingersoll. [n color, on boards, beveled, 
gilt edges, 75 cents. 


he World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 
Marty:aom of Man. By Winwood Reade’ 
Cloth, $1. 
Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. Bell. 
Cloth, $1. 


Photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll | 


50 cents. 

Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 

A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half caf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 


D» and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 
Tre Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some &nd Interestiug book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued 66 full-page illustrations and 
25amaller; larga typo, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illastrated covers; 460, 224 
pp., boards, $1. . $ 
Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 
some volumes. The best and only com- 


plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


Parton's Life of Voltaire. Of which the . 


same cau_be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


yf oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; oloth. gilt top, 
2 


History ‘of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the ‘‘ Deeline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll 22x28. 
inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 

A raham Lincoln: Was He A Ohristian? 
By John E. Remsburg. “loth, $1. I 

By Dr. J. Hart- prramic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 

Qosmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


he Creati^n of G-d 
mann. Redclo.h, gt 


Pleasure an Progress By A.M. Lorentz, 


LLB. Oloth, $`. 


cloth, $1.50. 


the songs. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig . 
Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $8; vellum 


t& For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. aay 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New Work. 


Inu ea 


Something o. 
UITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTH WICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could 


Saw the Vision Et en world, ind all the wonders 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
.kod and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
F<‘ce, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


SAALL THE BIBLE BE REAL 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M, 
Price, 10 cents. 


Add: THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
8 du^ Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chareh. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

What Is Christiani'y? An Inquiry into 
the Nature of Christianity. Price, 10 cents. 


The Followers «f Jesu’. An Interesting 
drvss, showing that professing Christians of 
tc-day are not in reality the ‘followers of Je- 
sus” Price. 10 cents. 


Add wa. chk TRNTR SEEKER 


ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 
Price. 5 cents. THE 1 RUTH SEERER, 


THIRTY Yeats IN THe BUSINESS. 
ESTABLISHED 1865. 


E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Commission Merchants. 


Fruits ¿Vegetables 


Apples : Eggs 
m Oranberries, " Cheese. z 
Potatoes, Dricd 
Butter, Fruits, eto 


Proniptness our main object. Correspondenc 
solicited. Car lots a specialty. 


We fill Orders for All Kinds of Produce. . 
141 So. Water St., Chicago 
45 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Chris:ianitye 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forta. 


By REV. ROBERT 7AYLOR, D.D. 
PRIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
2-Lafavette nlace. New York 


For the Holidays! 
The “Otto Wettstein” Watch. 


.The best watch in the world for ihe money: In 
silverine case, 319; 4 ounce coin silver, $25. Best 
14kt fiiled gold open face, $:8; hunting, $30 to $35. 
Solid gold. $49 to $150. Ladies’ same quality, in 
best 14kt filled gold cases. $28. Solid gold. $35, 
$40, $52, B15 to $159. 


Regu'ar Grades Best American Watches 


In silverine cas-8, 7 jeweled, $4.75; 15 jeweled 
$7.25; d^. adjusted, $8.75; do. 17 jeweled, $10.75. 
For 4oz silver case add $6; for best open face 
filled gold add $9; for hunting, $10 to $15; for 
solid gold 14kt, 330 to #50 more. Ladies'in best 
14kt. filled cases 7 jeweled $11.59; 15 jeweled, $:5; 
14st solid gold, $8 50 to $20 more. With diamonds 
up to $.50. 
Diamonds and Opals. 


Pins, rings, and studs, $6, $8, $10, $15, $25, $59, 
10)up. Opals do. $8, $5. $7, $10, 820, $35 to $50. 
£o in combination, with rubies, emeralds, 
pearls, etc. Plain and chased rings, emblems, 
chans, etc. You will save 20 per cent to order of 
me. ` 


Sundries 


All the Gorham Company's finest sterling silver 
spoons and novelties; 2847 Rodgers’ Bros., best 
plated ware; the Ingersoll Souvenir spoon is 
now only $2. Freethough' Badge-Pine, $2, $8, $4, 
with diamond, $6 to $14; charms. $3, $4, $5, $6, $8, 
$14, $ Oto $30, and everything else pertaining to 
& first-class jewelry store. 

All goods sent prepaid and cash refunded if 
not satisfactory. 1 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


NEW BOOKS 


ROBT C, INGERSOLL 


Some Reasons Why. Pap., 253. 
A New Lec'ure never before in 
print. Contents: Some Reasons 
Why. Duties to God. Inspiration. 
God’s Experiment With the Jews. 
Civilized Countries. A Comparison 
of Books. The New Testament. 
Christ’s Mission. Eternal Pain. 
Foundations of Faith. 25 cents. 
A Consideration of the Old and 
New Testaments, and the Doctrines 
upon which the Caristian Religioa 
is founded. A new lecture deliv- 
ered for the first time in the fall of 
1895. Large, handsome pamphlet. 


The Field -Ingersoll Discus- 
sion. Price, paper, 25 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. yis 


In 1888 the Rev. Dr. Henry M. 
Field wrote an open letter to Colonel 
Ingersoll, with the intent to convert 
him. The letter was published in the 
North American Review, and was 
replied to by the person addressed. 
All our older readers know the value 
of this discussion. To those- who 
do not remember it we can only say. 
thai they should lose no time in 
procuring a copy if they want a con- 
troversial treat. i 


The Ingersoll-Gladstone Con- 
troversy about Christianity. 
Price, paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


When the Field-Ingersoll Con- 
troversy closed in the North Amer- 
ican Review the Christians felt that 
their champion had been very badly 
worsted in argument, and the pub- 
lishers of the Review engaged the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone to st- 
tempt to rehabilitate the Presbyte- 
rian creed. He wrote a long letter 
to Colonel Ingersoll, to which the 
latter replied at length and, it is 
generally agreed, completely demol- 
ished the grestest controversialist 
Christianity can produce. Thèse 
letters are now for the first time 
available in pamphlet form. 


Myth and Miracle. Price; 250. 


This is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
best lectures, but never before put 
into print. Everyone who has heard 
it will most certainly want it, and 
those who hav not heard it will hav 
a rare treat in its perusal, as some- 
thing new from the Colonel, which 
also is something that everybody is 
looking for. 


Which Way? Price, 25 cents. 


This lecture is a consideration of 
the difference between the natural 
and the supernatural, and some 
reasons why the former is the best 
way to go. Perhaps no one of Col- 
onel Ingersoll's orations has won 
more general applause from enlight- 
ened audiences than this. It con- 
tains that most magnificent of pero- 
rations, his visions — “This was. 
This is. This shall be.” The lect- 
ure was never before printed in 
pamphlet form. It is splendid. 
Send for it. 


The Truth Seeker, 
29 LAFAYET PLACE, New York: 


Truth Seeker Readers { 


Liberal Hymu Book? 


Do your children learn these beauti: ongs o 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, ani > aerpoets 
and sing them in your homes, maki ig .3em ha 
py and bright ?—SEND FoR A COPY taon cloth 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 3 cas. ? 
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INTELLIGENCE forbids us to follow any 
banner where trnth and justice do not 
lead.— E. Stillman Doubleday. 


ugAt. 


TRE sente of rights, by whose sympa- 
thetic excitement men are led to behave 
justly toward one another, is the same 
sense cf right by which they are prompted 
to assert their own claims—their own free- 
dcm to exercise their faculties— and to 
regist every encroachment. This impulse 
brooks no restraint, save that imposed by 
fellow-feeling. — Herbert Spencer. 


I DEAL with human nature, and I am 
concerned only with the spiritual and 
mental sides of man. I hav no sympathy 
whatever with the pet schemes of social 
and political reform—such theories as 
Henry George’s and Edward Bellamy’s do 
not attract me in the least. I aim to 
- influence the mind and thoughts of men, 
to create characters and individuals. If I 
can make the people think rightly, then all 
the rest will follow without legislation, 
without restriction.—Zbsen, as reported 
in an Interview. 


No one blames à man for doubting on 
the issue of a war, a law suit, a horse race, 
or otker speculation. If the subject be 
cne npon which men can reason, which 
they can perfectly understand, doubt is 
quite innocent and proper. It is only in 
religion and religious mystery that doubt 
is dubbed immoral and denounced as a 
damning sin. Where you can understand 
doubt is permissible and may be a virtue; 
but in a matter wherein your reason can 
never play a part doubt 1s most damnable. 
—Joseph Symes, 


Wiru authority, punishment will pass 
away. This will bes great gain—a gain, 
in fact, of incalculable value, As one 
reads history, not in the expurgated edi- 
tions written for schoolboys and passmen, 
but in the original authorities of each 
time—one is absolutely sickened, not by 
the crimes ibat the wicked hav ccmmitted, 
but ky the punis: ments that the good hav 
inflicted; and a ecmmunity is infinitly 
more brutalized by the habitual employ- 
ment of punishment than it is by the 
occasional occurrence of crime.— Anon. 


WHATEVER men may think about ideal 
Obristianity, Obristianity as it existed in 
Europe up to the seventeenth century was, 
from any standpoint—moral, intellectual, 
or econcmic—the most pronounced failure 
ever recorded since the pathetic story of 
man began. The church could save noth- 
ing butitself. It did not attempt to save 
man for this world. Its aim was to smooth 
bis passage to the next. Men were at the 
mercy of pestilence, famin, and disease. 
When the sailors of Columbus returned 
from the West Indies they brought with 
them a frightful and nameless disease. 
That disease at once spread over all Eu- 
rope. No class was exempt. Rich and 
poor, the clergy and the laity, ruler and 
beggar, it smote them all. Sach was the 
frightful immorality of the times, — Rev. 
J, E, Roberts. 


So rose ass Bible is put into the peo- 
ple’s hands, professing to be ihe inspired 
word of God, and at the same time 
abounding in contradictions and obscur- 
ities, so long will men of different tem- 
peraments and different inclinations draw 
from it opposing doctrins, And as these 
doeirins are supposed to be beyond the 
jurisdiction of human reason, they can 
only be supported or destroyed by an‘ ap- 
peal to the very documents from which 
they are drawn. ‘There is the primary 
farce of setting up a self-coniradic.ory 
volume as the oracle of truth, and the 
secondary farce of trying to reconcile 
these contradictions from the very volume 
that produced them. So that there is no 
hope, in matters of religious controversy, 
of that ultimate agreement upon a given 
question, which is an inevitable stage in 
the development of science.— Wm. Rob- 
erta, in Free Review. 


VOLTAIRE was the champion of the 
oppressed and the helpless. He was the 
Cæsar to whom the victims of church and 


state appealed. He stood for the intellect ]. 


and the heart of his time. And yet fora 
hundred and fifty years those who love 
their enemies hav exhausted the vocabu- 
lary of hate, the ingenuity of malice and 
mendacity, in their efforts to save their 
Btupid ereeds from the genius of Voltaire. 
From a great hight he surveyed the 
world. His horizon was large. He had 
some viees—these he shared in common 
with priests—his virtues were his own. 
He wasin favor of universal education—of 
the development ofthe brain. The church 
despised him. He wished to put the 
knowledge of the whole world within the 
reach of all. Every priest was his enemy. 
He wished to drive from the gate of Eden 
the cherubim of superstition, so that the 
children of Adam might return and eat of 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge. The 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


church opposed this because it had the 
frnit of the tree of ignorance for sale.— 
Ingersoll. 


Some Good Pamphlets at Low Prices. 
READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS. 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Ex osing the Inconsistency of Christians 
generally. C Luse. 

BIBLE TEMPERANCE. Showing that 
liquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 

' Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 
ford, M.D. ` 

DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D, Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg’s most noted work, and 
one of the most eftective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 


Written whilejourneying in and near the land ' 


of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 


THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n’s 
Taternal attacks on Spiritualism. 


HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. 

INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 


the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 


THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford. before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic, Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. : 

MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
ofthe New Testament. One of John Peck's 


best books. 

MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J. Seigneuret, M.D. 

THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 

and you take awa 

This 


Samuel P. Putnam. 

ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great 
man’s best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The I of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Inspiration, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Brought, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
Evasions, “ No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New, Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
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nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned 
What I Believe. Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text, "'Phe Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” : 

PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smitb. : 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon. FREDERIOK Douarass and Cor. RoB- 
ERT G. INGERSOLL on the Decisiun of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Hifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll’s speech 
occupies 38 WX 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to.a devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerlers agaivst him. One of 
Helen Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 

TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his. very good, 

SCIENCE vs, RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd:combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gospel. HJ Se:gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 


CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL |. 


CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Ínquisition. 26 pic- 
tures. 'The descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 
dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire’s death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goethe, George Eliot, 
and Longfellow. . 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. h : 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's alleged acts whin»b would lead one 
tothatconciusion. LK Washburn. 


WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND? And 


other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu‘nam. 
Tre title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Ideal 
avd the Heal. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature’s Gospel, 
Address to Deity, and the short poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. 


‘WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 


in and through the mirror. Take away man ! 
God—the image vanishes.” | 
h amphlet, therefore, is a consideration ' 
of what kind of & God man should make.| 


GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 
searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congress at Chi- 

\ cago: Considering: The Cause of Woman's 

t Subjugation, The Canon Law aud Its Effects 

Upon Her, Theology Never Helpfulto Woman, 
invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 

Benefactor of Woman. Susau H. Wix 


WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect. 


ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver, Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH RERKER. CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 


COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


It will 


It will [CL 
Ff Corner 
Make You / ZK 
5 the 

4 
Laugh, A scs Parson. 

7 ws 

m 
By WATSON HESTON. 

. The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts F Il P 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the AQ Pages, 200 UN-1 080 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. i Pictures. 

CONTENTS. 
Sustaining a Theory, Bloody Joshua, 


Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family 

Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses 

Balaam the Diviner, 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at 


stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, 


The Campaign of Deborah 
Against Jabin and tea MAN 

General Gideon. 
Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 
Samson the Strong, 
Buth aa Boss. 

nstable as Water, God 
David, Gods favorite Shall Not Excel, 

ome Stories from th i i 
Adventures of the Pro ied ee 
Jonah the Truthfui Sailor. 


following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
$1. 


ihe 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city, 


In the nature of things, 


[DeoemBer 14, 1895 


BAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


‘“‘In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim oj 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 


Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture," remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
* Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
& frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. Itisa pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel’s Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


“Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel INGERSOLL’S great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by IsGEnsOLL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SINP 


Colonel Ingzxsout’s Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. Witb 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 centi. 


Drormper 14, 1895] 


Not for 


A PRAOTIOAL DEMONSTRATION. —Smythe: 
“I hear that Dr. Fourthly preached 
against the stage for two mortal hours last 
Sunday." Tompkins: ‘‘ Yes; it was a very 
effectiv discourse. Every one present has 
been dead against continuous performances 
ever since.” —Puck, 


Tux late Dean Stanley used to relate that 
a gentleman once called to tell him that 
he had been into the abbey, and had knelt 
down to pray, when the verger came 
up to him and told him he must not kneel 
there. On asking why not, the verger 
said: ‘* Why, sir, if I was once to allow it, 
we should hav them praying all over the 
place.” This recalls the gentleman visit- 
ing a church, and asking the sexton 
whether people ever used it for private 
prayer, to which he replied: ‘‘I ketch’d 
two of 'em at it once.”— Argonaut, 


arsons., 


A wirry and popular New York clergy- 
man had a laughable experience recently. 
One Sunday lately, just as he was going 
up the steps of bis church, he was asked 
by an old lady—who did not know him 
well enough to recognize him in the street 
—to help her up the steps. This he did 
with courtly grace. On reaching the top 
the old lady asked who was going to preach 
that day. ‘‘Rev. Mr. Blank,” he replied, 
giving his own name. *''Oh, Lord!" ex- 
claimed the old lady, ‘‘help me down 
again. I'd rather listen to a man sharpen- 
ing asaw. Please help medown again. I 
reckon I won’t go in.” The clergyman 
smilingly complied, remarking as he left 
her, **T wouldn't go in either were I not 
paid for it." 


We take pleasure in informing our read- 
ers that we hav secured as an assistant 
young Mr. Clarence Hornbeak, who has 
in the past acted as our regular correspon- 
dent at Rocket City, and at the same time 
contributed some brilliant sensational news 
items to several of the Kansas City and 
St. Louis dailies. He is the author of the 
sensation that was so widely copied in the 
Eastern papers, which was to the effect 
that, shortly after the return of John So- 
eysmith, a penitent prodigal, a violent 
thunderstorm arose and lightning killed & 
calf on the farm where John’s parents re- 
side, hit the family Bible, opened it at the 
fifteenth chapter of Luke, and marked the 
twenty-third verse, which reads as follows: 
“And bring hither the fatted calf and kill 
it, and let us eat and be merry.” Mr. 
Hornbeak will make a specialty of acting 
as society, snake, and pickle-dish editor of 
this paper, and all social, sensational, and 
zoological matters of interest will be 
handled by him in his usual brilliant and 
masterly style. —Puck. 


Farger O'HannonaN had a telephone 
put into the parsonage in connection with 
the church and the parochial school. Pat- 
rick MoFee, his reverence’s handy man, 
was instructed in the use of the instru- 
ment, and it was only the next day, when 
Pat, dusting out the church, heard the 
ringing of the telephone bell. Taking 
down the receiver, Patrick was pleased to 
hear Father O'Halloran's familiar voice 
asking him something or other about his 
work. In essaying to answer he remem- 
bered that his reverence was a long way 
off, and therefore he shouted into the 
transmitter at the top of his voice. “I 
don’t understand you, Patrick,” said the 
telephone. Patrick tried again with no bet- 
ter success. On his third trial he came 
near splitting the telephone, but again 
came Father O’Halloran’s voice, **I can’t 
hear what you’re saying, Patrick.” Pat 
had by this time lost something of his pa- 
tience, and, as he stood gathering his 
breath for a fourth blast, he couldn't re- 
frain from soliloquizing in a low tone: 
“Ah, may the divil fly away wid the ould 
fool!” But Pat dropped the telephone 
like a hot potato and fell to his knees in 
diamay when he heard Father O'Halloran's 
voice once again: ‘‘ Now I hear you per- 
fectly, Patrick.”— Boston Transcript. 


Herv is a story that George W. Monroe, 
who is starring this season in ‘‘A Happy 
Little Home," vouches for: ‘‘I attended 
the dedication of a new Catholic church in 
Sayville, R. L, the other Sunday,” he 
says. ‘‘ Father McDermott, a friend of 
mine, who is the reotor there, had worked 
very long and hard to raise necessary funds 
for its erection. This, coupled with the 
fact that among the contributors were 
three Protestant ministers of different de- 
nominations (Presbyterian, Episcopal, and 
Methodist), who had signified their inten- 
tion to be present at the ceremonies, served 
to bring together an extraordinarily large 
crowd, Just before the services began 
the three ministers walked in and found 
there was not a seat to be had. Father 
McDermott discovered them standing at 
the back, and oalling his sexton, a little 
Killarney man who rejoices in the name of 
McGinty, he whispered to him; ‘Get three 
chairs for the Protestants.’ ‘Do you 
mane it? asked McGinty, a look of aston- 
ishment spreading over his freckled face. 


* Of course I do,’ said Father McDermott; 
‘and be quick about it.’ ‘All right,’ an- 
swered MeGinty, ‘I'll do it if you say so, 
but the Lord save my soul!’ and jumping 
on the altar. he shouted at the top of his 
voice: ‘Ladies and gintlemen, Father Mo- 
Dermott wants ye to giv three cheers for 
the Protestants—hip, hip, hooroo!’” 
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A. Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 
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America will desire & copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freet: 
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h Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach A all. 
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Heston as æ portrait painter and de- 
that nearly every Liberal in 
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Freethought, and has done faith? 


faisity of the church’s professions anc 


and noble wo 
ares do not make up the whole of his volume. r 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly 

the hypocrisy of 


rk for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
There are nearlytwo hundred pages of rea 


ng 
&8 texts to prove the utter 


those who uphold them. Altogether the 


book is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put ‘n the 


hands of Freathinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


NO «*BEGINNING;" 


OB, 


The Fundamental Fallacy. 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 


“ Creation" or " First Cause" of things. 
By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“ This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
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works on the subject we remember seeing.”—Taz 
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ANOTHER FISH STORY-RAISING FUNDS, 


Go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth 
thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and giv unto them for me and thee. —Mat. xvii, 97. 


JY ows of the (Deck. 


Perzr Contis has been made chief-of- 
police of New York city. 


Sprain is still sending troops to Cuba. 
Spanish victories are reported. 


YVETTE GUILBERT, the famous music hall 
singer, is now in the United States. 


Tar Apaches are reported to be again 
on the warpath in the Gila Valley, in Ari- 
zona. 


Turre distinct torrents of lava are flaw- 
ing from Atrio del Cavallo on Mount Ve- 
suvius, 


Women will henceforth be permitted to 
become regular students in the Hungarian 
universitiee, 


New Yonx had its first snow of the sea- 
son— a slight flarry only—on the morning 
of Deo. 9th, 


Great Briratw calls on Venezuela for 


$60,000 for arrests ‘‘on English soil.” | 


The republic will not pay. 


Coneness convened in its Fifty-fourth 
session on Monday, Dec. 2d. Thomas B, 
Reed was elected Speaker. 


Sarp Pasma declined the Sultan's offer 
of the office of Grand Vizier and took reí- 
uge in the British embassy. 


WirniAM E, H. Lecsy, the historian, has 
been elected by the Liberal Unionists to 
Parliament for Dublin University. 


Dr. Nansen, the Norwegian Arctic ex- 
plorer, has been heard from by carrier 
pigeon. His expedition is doing well. 


Tur American Federation of Labor met 
in convention in New York on Deo. 9th. 
Delegates are present from Canada and 
England. 


Torre has been a week of disastrous 
weather around the British Isles and along 
the North Sea, with much destruction of 
property. 

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND has nominated 
for associate justice of the Supreme Court 
Judge Rufus W. Peckham, of the New 
York Court of Appeals, 


EDUARD von KinaNYI, the originator of 
living picture exhibitions, died in New 
York on Dee. 4th. He was born in Die- 
ben, Hungary, 43 years ago. 


In Milwaukee the ministers and W. C. 
T. U. women are running &muck against 
theatrical bills, even going to the extent of 
tearing them down themselvs. 


THERE is & strong movement on foot in 
Oklahoma for statehood, either for that 
territory alone or including the five civil- 
ized tribes of the Indian country. 


HERMAN AHLWARDT, the German Jew- 
baiter, has come to the United States to 
lecture. He says the progress of the Jews 
must be stopped by law, and that the lower 
Catholic clergy of Germany are with his 
party. The Jews of New York—some of 
them— propose to treat him to ancient eggs 
when he speaks. 


On Dee. 8th three men were killed and 
four injured by & switch engin jumping 
the tracks in the yards of the N. Y., N. 
H., and H. railroad in Harlem, New York. 


GxzonaE Avaustus Sata, the distinguished 
journalist, died in Brighton, England, on 


Dec. 8th. He was born in Manchester 
Square, Nov. 24, 1828. His father was an 
Italian. 


A FaorHiNGHAM memorial meeting was 
held in this city last Sunday, at which the 
poet Stedman, Prof. Felix Adler, Jndge 
Barrett, and others, eulogized the late Lib- 
eral teacher. 


Tue insurgent forces of Gomez and 
Maceo hay been united; the destruction 
of property continues; Spain is pouring 


fresh troops into the island—this is the. 


latest from Cuba, 


Sours Oaroxina’s Constitutional Con- 
vention has ratified the new constitution 
and adjourned. The Negro delegates re- 
fused to sign the constitution because of 
the article on suffrage. 


Turk Spanish court at Havana has sen- 
tenced Gen. Julio Sanguily. the Cuban, to 
perpetual imprisonment. It was the first 
civil trial ever accorded a political prisoner 
by the Spanish authorities in Cuba. 


Iris claimed that 60,000 Armenians hav 
been killed during the last year—an esti- 
mate greatly needing confirmation. On 


the other side there are reports of Arme- | 


nian slaughterings of Mussulmans. 


Taur speeches delivered at the Atlanta 
Expos.tion by Ex-Governor Tillman and 
Governor Evans of South Carolina were 
severely denounced in a set of resolutions 
adopted by the Exhibitors’ Association. 


A LETTER-CARBIER in Fall River, Mass., 
has been arrested for delaying the distri- 
bution of the mails. He had hidden 600 
pounds of mail which he had been unable 
to deliver during the eight hours he was 
supposed to work, 

———— 
Recalled Stormy Times. 


" Well that looks natural” said the old soldier, 
looking at a can of condensed milk on the break- 
fast table in place of ordinary milk that failed on 
account of the storm. ‘It’s a Gail Borden Eagle 
Brani we used during the war." 
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mortality, W. A. Leonard; The Physiological 
Blas of Religious Leaders, Furneaux Jordan, F. 
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Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to whick we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8. 8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. . 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
yix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laiug. 75 cents, 

formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

_ habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. . 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.B.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
¥.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Laad in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. $ 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
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The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians) from 
the time of Menu to tho present. By D. È. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion, An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly tho 
most thorough and exhaüstive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By P. 

' W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas Paine- 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion ot; Deism 
Common Sense, 'l'he Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
MIDI $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, ineludin Jehiovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, irgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. Il describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
the latter occupying 872 pages, being fully gone 
into, 919 pages. y D. M. Benuett. Writ- 
ten iu prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5 for the two volumes; in loather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


_ The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
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Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Boripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 200 


Bacon and Shakspere, Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, eto. Price, 20 cents, 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 


objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casoa. Price, 5 cents. 


{ress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Deutfdje Hreidenker-Bicher. 


Wir haben folgende Viidher in 
bentjdjcr Sprache, melde fehr berühmt find: 
,, Sie Sertfümer Mofes,” 
Eine fiti (cbe Beleuchtung des Dentateud) im 
Sicht der modernen Weltan- 
{chaunung und Gefittuna. 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weih und ihre Stellung aut 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


‘¢Moderne Gotterddmmerung, “/ 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


n Wander und Wunderthiter, * 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents, 


,, Glaube und Vernunft, 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des romifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Mestier. 
Aus dem Franzofifchen iiberfekt von 
Fraulein Unna Nnoop. i 
801 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biider find in Papier-Umfdlag und 
Harem Drud. Unfere deut{dhen €efer 
follten fie weit verbretten. 


Mun abxeffite, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


' EMBRAOING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 

WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 


By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition 


Part I.—Hesearches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 

Part IL Renearolies in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. EA 

Part IIi.—Derivation of Ohristianity ; twenty 


chap erg. 
Part IV.—Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. ; à 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 
Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New Xork City. 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
greatly extend the circulation of Tax Taura SEEKER. 
First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Sec- 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will, and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FazzETHINEER's ProrortaL Texr-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
ProronraL Text-Boox. 

-The pictures in the FREETHINKEB’S PrororraL 
'Tzrr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfulness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has [85 Full-page. Illustrations, 
with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 
and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Warson Hxgsrox 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the. Priests there are 16; represent- 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas: Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1;.Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4 ; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, ; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6; Miscellaneous, T. 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy & 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Zneuce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself.: 
Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivz DOL- 
LARS’ WORTH FOR THREH VOLLABR. 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 


-everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 


a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a Copy of this most wonderful volame.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism, He has dedicated his genius to Freethough 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volame. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. - 


Send us a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now s 
subscriber, send us $8 and get the book and the 
paper for one year. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers- 


For $6.50 we will send Tux TaurH SELKER one year ($3) and S.P. 
Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race, It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poeiry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 

~ most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


socer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regnlar rates 
SP. E CI AL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT " 
FREE OF CHARGES. 
AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


l THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated BY WATSON 


HESTON, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


ORAL 


ae 


For $5 we wil send Tax Troura Szexer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohieago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 
= For $5 we will send Tus Tsuru Szexur one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TaurH Szzxz& one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Taurs Szrkz& one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). l 
2 For $4 we will send Tum TaurH SrexerR one year ($3) and “The Free- 

thinker's Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tus Truru Sxzxx& one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Taurum Szexer one year ($3) and “Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


=e The Preethinker s Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TROTE 
EEKER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


TEYZE ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and ''nuTH SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spocn 
gilt bowl 500. more, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Qf NEWYORK F 
SHE -TRUTHSEE KERC@ 
NO 28 LAFAYETTE pace AE 


V^ PRICE 25 CENTS 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION ; 
è CCNTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 

With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
Teriptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 

E] Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-— Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 J fayette Place, New York City. 
FOR ebd OF A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
Ingersoll S COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


Works By A. B. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.’ 
Address THIS OFFICE 


Prio 35 cents. 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


225; - 250; - B275. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Ohi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described : 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for a lifetime." 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World's Fair; Mr. 
Gzoncz Srzcx, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: 

“This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned seule, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 
Material and workmanship are superior.” 

The distinguished Pianist and Oomposer, Sianor Fastant, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says : 

* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way.” 

Having made special arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ou 
personal friend. to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to ofte 
them to TRuTH Szzxer readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate v yir; a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 


J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


.$679694439. |EDEOLOGY 


By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D. 
A Treatise on the Generative System;. 


In three parts, including 


Pre-vatal Influence, (Influence which af-- 
fects an unborn child.) 
Limitation of Offspring, and 
Hygiene of the Generative System,. 
Containing 
Plain Facts on Private Subjects for alt Adults. . 
This book deals in an open, 
frank, but delicate way, with all points of in-- 
terest on the generative system. 
treats o z 
Personal and Soctal Phystology -and . Hygiene: 
HAT THE MARRI«D Oane To KNO i 
In order to live heal' hy lives and produce healthy 
offspring. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should It Be Ewempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: : 


Itis free from medical technicalities, written: 
on the highest moral plane, and in such a way 
that evervone may rea and understand it. It is: 


: : most high] commended by the press, eminent: 
l'en copies. - a a a $1.00 physicians, and prominent people of all-callings. 
Fifty copies, - a a - 4,50 Itis printed from large, new, clear-faced type, 
Jne hundred copies - E = 8.00 on good paper, in one volume, well bound. 


Price, cloth, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 
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‘delivered the last speech, and: then Blalock’ re- 
{turned to Tennessee and Byrd to Dalton, each 
{claiming that he had vanquished his opponent.” 
As to the number of souls saved by the match game | 
of sound, that matter has been lost sight of in the 
excitement which “still runs very high among the 
Murray county folks.” But the devil is laughing yet. 


‘quentially adds: “And yet no man has done more 
‘to injure Christianity.” It is passing strange that 
Christianity, assumed to be the expression of eter- 
nal truth, has been so damaged by “a moment 
brawling at eternity.” It is wonderful that God 
‘should hav permitted his divine religion to be shat- 
tered by & mere “phrase-huckster.” However, 
there is doubt in the. matter, for less than. forty 
lines farther-along the editor forgets this admission. 
‘and declares that through the changes in Christian 
beliefs wrought by Ingersoll and his fellow-critics 
“Christianity has advanced to firmer ground.” The 
apologist neglects. to inform. us how- Mr. Ingersoll 
‘could injure Christianity and yet advance it to 
firmer ground. We cannot escape the suspicion 
that the Christianity that was so badly injured and 
the Christianity that now stands on firmer ground 
are not the same Christianity. 

** Ag for hisarguments, they are not new ; the basis of 
his declamatory unbelief is old as human thought. Vol- 
taire sneered before him; Volney philosophized before 
him; Tom Paine railed and. jeered before him, They. 


were hard, logical, analytical, steril. He covers the 
hardness and sterility with the flowers of rhetoric.” 


If the great age of the arguments used by Colonel 
Ingersoll militate against theirstrength, what must 
be the weakness of the dogmas which he attacks? 
If a criticism is old, older must be that which is 
criticised. The book precedes the review of the 
book. Older than the searching criticisms of Celsus, 
and Voltaire, and Paine, and Ingersoll, are the 
theological notions that they hav riddled with the 
shot of logic and science. Then, again, “ Voltaire 
sneered before him”? Yes; he sneered at fraud 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Maoponaup, - - - - - Editor and Manager, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SALUBDAN ruri. co cv DROBNMBER a op Modern Christian Apologetics. 

Between the orthodox Christian position that the 
Bible is the inerrant word of an infinit God and the 
Rationalist position that it is the imperfect produc- 
tion of finite men, there is irreconcilable contradic-. 
tion, It follows, then, that if the Christian world 
admits that the Bible was made by man it surren- 
ders the citadel of revelation, and Christianity, as a 
system of supernatural religion, goes into bank- 
ruptcy. In the light of this truth, what are we to 
think of the reasoning abilities or the sincerity of 
Christian apologists who now adduce the fact of the 
human origin of the Bible as a defense of Chris- 
tianity, and assert, both inferentially and by direct’ 
statement, that Infidels, having accused God of 

; ‘| teaching polygamy and murder through the Bible, 
SPECIAL NOTIOG.—We shall be obliged to our | 5o now out of court because it is proved that, God 
rendere if they will send ts the name And Sddress of | did not write the Bible? Could self-stultification and 
any Freethinker who isnot a regular subscriber. 7 : 
absurd misrepresentation of opponents further go? 
. The Zimes, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, is one of | 
the ablest and fairest papers in the Northwest, and 
yet it sometimes has editorials that are simply 
amazing in their puerility, and that are most unjust 
in stating the views, or the alleged views, of Free- 
thinkers.. In its issue of November 24th it has a 
long criticism of “Ingersoll and His Methods.” It 
begins with the expression of its admiration of the 
orator and citizen, and proceeds to denounce the 
«skeptic, the iconoclast, the eloquent advocate.” 
It describes him as a “ prosecuting attorney, with a 
case against the Almighty, and a mission to destroy 
‘the ‘Foundations of Faith." Does the Zmes, 
like the theocratic organs, need to be told that no 
Freethinker has “a case against the Almighty"; 
that Freethinkers are fighting, not a god or gods, 
but the imaginings of men which dreamers call the 
Will or Word of God? As to the “ foundations of 
faith,” if there are such foundations, established by 
infinit truth and goodness, no Infidel can . move 
them; but so far the alleged “ foundations of fsith” 
hav been traced to nothing more substantial than 
the fancies of mystics. 

Ingersoll, we are told, has “ musical mannerisms”; 
he is “the greatest phrase-maker of his time”; he 
constantly plays an “exquisit fugue of domestic 
love and universal liberty and brotherhood ”; «he 
adds to borrowed reason an artificial sentimental- 
ism"; “he is the apostle of the shallow"; “he 
bedizens impiety with pretty words"; “ he answers 
an organ tone with a jingle, a poem with a jibe”; 
«he ir a phrase-huckster preaching the gospel of 
unrest, 8 moment brawling at eternity,” and “he 
buffets at the form because the essence is beyond 
him.” Allof which is mildly amusing in its way, but 
it does not answer the Freethinker’s argument nor 
dispose of the facts to which he calls the Christian’s 
attention. While we must admit that Mr. Ingersoll, 
like all other men, is but a moment, and while we 
might even concede, just to please the Zémes, that 
the exhibition of “musical mannerisms” and the 
playing of an “ exquisit fugue” are not out of har- 
mony with “brawling,” we must sadly but firmly 
refuse to recognize as true the assertion that Inger- 
goll is “ brawling at eternity." The fantastic theo- 
ries of Jewish and Christian Brod mak: are not 
eternity, by any means. 

After saying all that we hav just stel and 
much more of the same nature, the Zmes inconse- 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Bingle subscription, in advanoce............. eee eee eee ree $3 00 
Oné subscription two years, in advance , Mo 
Two new subsoribers...........eceeceeeeeeeeess esse mmo 3 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 3 00 
One subsoription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 
Don Mere TP 7 00 


ance 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance.. ..10 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drasts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders pavadie to E. M. MACDONALD, 

Larayette places, New York. 


Fun for His Satanie Majesty. 


Salvation by noise is nothing new in religious 
annals. But on Nov. 23d there was held near 
Rome, Ga, a rather curious tournament. The 
chief contestants were not, as the innocent reader 
might naturally suppose, the spirit of God and the 
evil one, nor yet the ministers of the Lord and cer- 
tain blasphemers of the holy word. They were, on 
the contrary, two bands of women, lovely women, 
belonging to two rival divisions of the church mili- 
tant. For a week a debate had been in progress 
between Rev. Mr. Byrd, of the Christian church, 
and Rev. Mr. Blalock, of the Missionary Baptists. 
Every day they had met in the court house, and be- 
fore large audiences each had praised the creed of 
his own denomination and mercilessly exposed the 
deficiencies and evil dogmas of the other shepherd’s 
chart of eternal life. It is said that at the conclu- 
sion of the discussion there were enough split hairs. 
lying about to furnish ample filling for a consider- 
able number of mattresses. A dispatch to the 
Atlanta Constitution says that “toward the last the 
battle became so obstinate that some exceedingly 
vigorous language was used.” This we can well 
believe, but it does not appear that any one was 
pounded to death on this occasion, as sometimes 
happened in the most Christian Councils which de- 
termined by ballot and muscle what books should 
go into the Bible for succeeding generations of 
Christians to quarrel about. By Sunday the fever 
of religious fervor was very high. The Baptist sis- 
ters planned to hav a great demonstration, “a reg- 
ular jubilee of prayer and praise.” But the scheme 
was betrayed to the enemy, and the Christian church 
women called out the reserves—but there was no 
reserve in the way they shouted! ..However, we an- 
ticipate. At the close of Mr. Blalock’s last speech, : 
“ata given signal the leader of the Baptists opened 
up and the other sisters joined in.” Then they 
were painfully surprised. The Christian women 
were ready, and at the word they took part in the 
noise contest. The devil sat upon a window-sill 
and laughed until his sides ached.. The scene is 
described ag one such as those present had never 
before beheld. But the Christian women carried 
the day. “Numerically they were the weaker, but 
in enthusiasm and lung power they madeup for 

the desparity in numbers. The Christian paeacher 


reason why Mr. Ingersoll should not sneer at the 
same! Has fraud become honesty, superstition 
been transformed into knowledge, and cruelty 
flowered into mercy with the lapse of years ?. “ Vol- 
ney philosophized before him”? Yes; and where 
then there was one Volney there are now thousands 


formed, modified only by the greater scientific light 
of the present. Because Volney exposed the. re- 
ligious sophistries current in his time is no reason 
why Ingersoll should not expose the religous soph- 
istries current to-day. “‘Tom’ Paine railed and 
jeered before him”? Yes; if it pleases you to 
characterize Paine’s common sense arguments as 
railing and jeering? The ephithets will not hurt 
him—neither will they add to your credit as a 
Christian apologist. The “ Higher Criticism ” which 
you apparently accept has already gone farther 
along on the way which Paine indicated long ago. 
With comparativly few exceptions, the men of edu- 
cation in the Protestant Christian church of this 
age hav repudiated about all against which the 
« Author-Hero " “railed and jeered.” Ingersoll has 
no reason to be ashamed of the company. of the 
great world patriot and pioneer humanitarian. 
«'They were hard”? Perhaps; they lived ina hard 
age, an age of unveneered Christianity ; it required 
men of iron will and dauntless courage to face a 
church that hesitated never in the choice of weapons, 
whose hands were red and whose garments were 
clotted with the blood of heretics and witches. The 
hour demanded granit-hard men, not milksops. 
Voltaire and Volney and Paine were the men for the 
hour. And yet there hav lived no men who had 


the lash of the slave-driver. They were “logical” ? 
Yes; a deadly offense in the eyes of Christian apolo- 


cal”? Yes; to the cost of the church. “Steril”? 
Never; rather, so fertil were they that, without the 
Christian label, you would take the great majority 


and superstition and cruel priests. Is that any. 


who hold to the principles he formulated or re- 


ears more sensitiv to the cry of pain, more quick to © 
strike down the sword of the tyrant and wrest away_ 


gists, medieval and modern. They were «analyti- 


- 
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of latter-day Protestant scholars to be their lineal 
descendants. ; 

Now we are coming to the absurd position indi- 
cated in the first paragraph of our article—that is, 


that as the errors in the Bible are the mistakes of 


men, Ohristianity is not affected by proving the 
Bible to be a human production. Mr. Ingersoll, it 


is said, has “made havoc with a number of anti- 


quated dogmas which Christianity is well rid of.” 


It would be just as rational to say that Christianity 


would be well rid of itself, for the “antiquated 
dogmas” which it has been forced by outside criti- 
cism to slough off include nearly every fundamental 
tenet of Christianity. The six daya’ creation, the 
fall of man, the Noachian flood, the virgin birth, the 
bodily resurrection, verbal inspiration (implying 
an infallible revelation), eternal hell—all hav gone 
or are rapidly going. 

'* With the practical abandonment of the inspiration 
theory, and the acceptance of the historical portions of 
the Bible as history, subject to the errors of fact and 
opinion which belong to history, to the alterations of 
time and the progress of humanity, Christianity has ad- 
vanced to firmer ground. If what men hav given as 
God’s utterances were true, then the old charge, which 
‘has traveled down the years and found its latest lodg- 
ment in Ingersoll’s mouth, that God teaches polygamy 
and murder, is true. And not until reason was consulted 
and those passages in the Old Testament accepted as only 
the utterances of fallible men, was Ohristianity in a posi- 
tion to fight back.” 

Of course this is simply stupid, but if Freethink- 
ers noticed only such arguments of their opponents 
as were not stupid they would hav very little to 
criticise. It seemsincredible thatan educated man 
should make the assertion that Ingersoll claims 
that * God " teaches polygamy and murder, or that 
this “old charge” was made by Freethinkers in 
centuries past. The merest tyro in discussion 
ought to know that Rationalists hav constantly 
maintained that the imperfections found in the. 
Bible prove that it was not written by a perfect. 
God, that it is the work of men. Upon these im- 
perfections rests the inductiv argument against the. 
inspiration of the scriptures. 


same rules that are applied in estimating the value. 
of any other book. It has been, demonstrated a 
million times that if á god didi write the Bible or 
inspire its writing, then that god) is the author of all 
its false and immoral teachings, is to ke debited 
with all the ignorance, superstition, ernelty, and 
blood-lust found therein. The Christian has ever 
been in this dilemma:. He must admit either that 
the Bible was written by men or that the God 
claimed to hav written it was grossly ignorant, vin- 
dictivly unjust, utterly incompetent, atrociously 
eruel. Now we are coolly told that the Freethinker 
says that God teaches various immoral doctrins, 
when, in fact, it is the Christian who says it when he 
affirms that the Bible was inspired by an all-power- 
ful and all-wise God. It has been the work of the 
Freethinker to make the Christian see the absurd- 
ity of his own contention, and now that he sees it 
at last he audaciously asserts that he alone sees it! 
They were not far out of the way who said that the. 
time would come when the church would accept In- 
gersoll as one of its brightest lights and vocifer- 
ously proclaim itself the discoverer of the human 
origin of the Bible. 
For centuries the Rationalist bas been consult- 
ing reason and trying to make the Christian under- 
‘stand that his fetich was made by men like unto 
himself, and now that the fact has at last effected a 
lodgment in his mind the Bibliolater right about 
faces and smirkingly announces that owing to this 
remarkable Christian discovery “ Christianity is in 
a position to fight back”! In a position to fight 
back? But when it is conceded that Christianity 
is an evolution, what reason is there for fighting 
back? Then Christianity, as a revealed system of 
religion, has surrendered, and hereafter its apolo- 
gists, no longer armed with the “sword of the 
spirit” and the * Word of God,” must do battle 
with the purely secular weapons of science and 
reason. 

“Contradictions are taking their proper places, 
as errors of man.” Exactly; just where the 
Rationalist has been insisting that they should be 


Freethinkers hav 
ever insisted that the Bible should be judged: by the f : 
p ‘ness at 873 Third avenue, this city, had pulled 


YHE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ranged. But proving them to be the errors of men 
does not take them out of the Bible and hence does 
not strengthen the ridiculous claim that that col- 


Word of God. 


The Passing of a Pioneer. 


N. D. Goodell, of Sacramento, Cal., in his eighty- 
second year, has passed away. He was one of the 
pioneers of California, and emigrated to the Pacific 
coast from Belchertown, Mass., in 1849. With the 
Puritan blood in his veins, for more than half a 
century he has been a pronounced Freethinker. 
He has occupied a leading position in Sacramento 
since 1860. An architect by profession, he built 
some of the finest structures, both public and pri- 
vate, in the capital of California. The funeral was 
largely attended, and Mr. Goodell was honored by 
all:the people of whatsoever belief. Says the Sac- 
ramento Record. Union: 

** Mr. Goodell left behind him an enviable reputation 
for honesty, uprightness, good citizenship, and unosten- 
tation. Everybody knew him, and all respected and 
loved him. He was adored by his family, who deeply feel 
their loss. Mrs. Goodell and one daughter, Mrs. H. C. 
Botsford, of San Francisco, survive him. 

** Many an old pioneer's eye grew dim when reference 
was made to the sterling character and geniality of their 
comrade, in whose company they had spent so many 
hours in the long years of their association with him. 
Hallowed memories were revived of the ‘days of old’ 
when he and they were beginning life anew in the 
Golden state.” 

N. D. Goodell had been for many years a sub- 
seriber of Tae Trutn Srzxrer. His hospitable 
home has always been open to the Liberal worker, 
and he was a stanch supporter of Freethought 
while published at San Francisco. Long will he 
dwell in the memories of his co-workers; his genial 
and sturdy virtues will shine in the annals of his 
adopted state, and in the history of Freethought. 

S. P. P. 


Fhe Treachery and Crimes of Sunday Law 


Enforcers. 
One Sunday recently Gustav Schultz, doing busi- 


idown the curtains at 10 o'clock and was preparing 


ito close at that hour, when in rushed Detectiv 
[John T. Prunty with an unlighted cigar in his 
imouth and exclaimed: «I want a box of matches.” 
‘Schultz handed the sneak the matches and then 


found himself under arrest, and passed the night 
iin the station house. Of another sneak, a regular 
: policeman, the Sun of November 25th narrates this 
disgraceful story : 

| “Policeman O’Connor, of the McDougal Street station, 
‘after putting on plain clothes yesterday, raug the door 
| bell of Louis Bredensiein, who livs over his saloon at 
'455. West Broadway. When Bredenstein opened the 
;door, O?Connor, who is sickly looking, pretended to be 
' gasping for breath. 

*** What do you want?’ the saloon-keeper asked. 

** * Friend, I'd like to get a drink,’ gasped the police- 
man. 

***T can’t giv you a drink to-day,’ said Bredenstein. 
* Don't you know it’s Sunday?’ 

***T know that,’ replied O'Connor, ‘but I’m sick. 
You can see that for yourself.’ 

*** You cer.ainly do look sick,’ said the saloon-keeper 
sympathizingly, ‘but I can’t break the law.’ 

“ * For God's sake, man, don’t turn me away,’ pleaded 
the apparent invalid. ‘I’m so sick that I must hav a 
drink.’ 

‘* This was too much for Bredenstein. He invited the 
spurious sick man into the hall and, unlocking his saloon 
door, went behind the bar and poured out a big drink of 
whisky. He brought it back to the shamming police- 
man, who drank it slowly, and appeared to feel much 
relieved. The ssloon-keeper took the empty glass out 
into the barroom and washed it. When he returned 
O'Connor put his hand on his shoulder and said: 

'* * T arrest you for violating the excise law.’ 

‘< What! shouted the saloon-keeper, * you don't mean 
to say that you're an officer?’ 

** That’s what I am,’ said O'Connor. 

** Bredenstein was taken to the Macdougal Street sta- 
tion and then to Jefferson Market court. When ar- 
raigned before Magistrate Simms he told of the circum- 
stances under which his arrest was made. He denounced 
his arrest as an outrage, and said that he had tried not to 
violate the law since it had begun to be en forced. 

‘** Is this man’s story true?’ said Magistrate Simms, 
addressing O'Connor. 

‘* * Yes,’ replied the policeman, his face turning red. 

‘* «Officer, I am surprised,’ said the magistrate se- 
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lection of more or less ancient documents is the 
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verely. ‘This man has certainty been guilty of a 
violation of the law; but a man wearing the uniform of 
the New York police department that will resort to such 
a low piece of trickery a8 to play on the sympathy of a 
citizen in order to make him violate the law is certainly 
no honor to the force, and, moreover, will never make s. 
good officer. This man was willing to keep the law, but. 
by your persistence and false representations, you in-- 
duced him to violate it. I regret that I hav to hold him. 
for trial.’ 

** Bredenstein was later released on bail. 
home to his wife, who is ill." 

But the magistrate's rebuke will do no good! 
while the policeman’s chiefs in Mulberry síreet: 
wink at his crimes and while the Sunday law, in 
any form, remains to put clubs iuto the hands of 
bullies and skeleton keys into the hands of legalized 
house-breakers. If any occupation isa crime on 
Sunday it is a crime on all days, and if it is nota 
crime on other days it is not a crime on Sunday. 
The police can properly arrest only for the commis- 
sion or the imminent commission of crime. 


He hurried' 
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Something for Colonel Ingersoll’s Friends. 

We hav made a lot of glass paper weights with 
the photograph of Colonel Ingersoll in them which 
we can furnish for 50 cents each. The picture 
is a very good one, the weight is heavy, and every 
Freethinking business man ought to hav two or three 
on his desk to hold his papers down. The ladies will 
of course be pleased with so handsome an orna- 
ment for center-table or mantel. In the library, 
too, and wherever there are papers to hold down, 
it will come handy, as well as being a souvenir of 
the greatest heretic in the world. Sent by mail or 
express prepaid for 50 cents. 


In the city election at Fall River, Mass., on De- 
cember 3d the Editor of our Children's Corner, 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, was elected school trustee 
for a term of three years. There were four candi- 
dates, and the three receiving the most votes were 
elected. Miss Wixon stood next to the highest, 
above the Rey. Mr. Lyman. The vote was as fol- 
lows: Bennett, 7,202; Wixon, 6,506; Lyman, 6,192; 
Brady, 4,101. This is a signal triumph for so pro- 
nounced a Freethinker as Susan Wixon in so ortho- 
dox a city as Fall River. We extend to her the 
felicitations of the whole Truth Seeker family. 


The daily papers report that the state superin- - 
tendent of schools of Minnesota was recently asked i 
whether it was permissible to open the public: 
schools with the Lord's Prayer. The question was - 
referred to Attorney-General Childs, who has ren- - 
dered an opinion in which he holds that such. 
service would be in violation of Section 16 of the: 
state constitution, which prohibits the granting of ' 
any privileges to any form of religion. We do not: 
know who sent the inquiry to the superintendent; : 
it may hav been the counsel of Mr. S. J. Fleckten,. 
although a query coming from him would more: 
likely hav had relation to the reading of the Bible 
in the schools. As the case is reported, the ruling: 
shuts out religious exercises, but the next attorney 
general may reverse the decision of his predecessor 
and so giv the church the innings. It would hav 
been better, perhaps, if the opinion of Mr. Childs 


| had been favorable to the Christians, thus giving & 


chance for the Secularists to appeal to the highest 
court in the state. But possibly the church party 
will now take the appeal, which will be just as well. 
We hope to hav fuller particulars before our next 
issue goes to press. 
E rra ig a eder 

There hav been more arrests of Seventh Day 
Adventists in Ontario for working on Sunday. 
Among those arrested was the pastor of the Advent- 
ist church. He was working on the new church 


‘building. The opposition set fire to and burned 


three thousand feet of lumber put on the premises 
for the proposed church. Later, the good Chris- 
tian enemies of the Adventists evidently came to 
the conclusion that it would be safer to attack their 
victims under the forms of law. Hence these 
prosecutions. The spirit that prompted the burn- 
ing of the lumber was the same that led to the. 
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enactment of the Sabbath law. In one case we hav 
illegal violence resorted to for the propagation of 
the “divine truths” of Christianity, and in the 
-other case we hav legal violence. The difference is 
in the form only; the essence of invasion is the 


ame. 
m 


“Bishop Nicholas has been instructed by the 
Holy Synod of St. Petersburg to build a cathe- 
dral in Ohicago to cost not less than $500,000." 
So says & press dispatch. The cathedral must 
cover an acre of ground; the architecture must 
follow the established lines of the ecclesiastical 
forms of Russia, and the priest-house will be the 
home of the head of the denomination in the West- 
ern world. With the land covered, this piece of 
church property will represent a handsome sum of 
money exempt from taxation. It is one more con- 
crete reason why the Freethought Federation 
should be amply sustained in its work for the secu- 
larization of the state. 


‘Laporte, Ind., Nov. 22.—David L, Pearson, living 
near New Buffalo, has become insane through the belief 
that the recent earthquake was the beginning of the end 
of the world, Miss Alice Pearson, aged eighteen, his 
daughter, was also affected by the strange hallucination 
and has been adjudged insane.” 

It was not so very long ago that the belief among 
‘Ohristians that earthquakes and other natural con- 
vulsions presaged the end of the world was not 
regarded as a “strange hallucination” by any 
means. And “end of the world” meant not merely 
the destruction of the earth, but the coming of the 
Great Judgment, when all who were in their graves 
and the multitudes of the living should be sum- 
moned to the bar of God, there to answer for the 
sins done in the flesh, the righteous to be trans- 
ported thence to the resplendent heaven of the 
“saved,” and the wicked—an immeasurably greater 
multitude—to be hurled into the gaping mouth of 
the bottomless pit, where the worm of agony should 
never die and the flames of undying death should 
burn forever. It is more than probable that the 
“end of the world" which frightened David EL. 
Pearson and his daughter into insanity was this 
same figment of the theological imagination. 


“ Ingersoll takes away, but he givs nothing for that 
which is taken. He would destroy Christianity. But 
after he has taken reverence from the heart of women, 
after silence has succeeded prayer on the lips of child- 
hood, after hope of immortality has flown from the tired 
brain of age, after the crucifix is snatched from the rapt 
eyes of the dying, what will he substitute that will satisfy 
reverent souls? "— Minneapolis Times. 

How can one drive from the brain of man a 
falsehood without putting in its place the truth 
which proved it a falsehood? As to taking “ rever- 
ence from the heart of women,” it might be deemed 
necessary to know why she any more than man 
should retain reverence for myths. Then the 
heart’s function is to circulate the blood, not 
to retain or reject reverence; the brain will at- 
tend to that part of the business. There is no 
good reason why children should be taught false- 
hoods to unlearn in later life; they must come to 
know sooner or later that only their fellows, and 
their own exertions, can answer their prayers. 
They will respect us all the more and their lot in 
life will be easier if we do not consciously deceive 
them. If the human entity is immortal, it is so as 
a fact in nature, not because we cling to the belief 
that it is immortal, against all opposing evidence, 
merely to furnish an anchor of hope for “ reverent 
souls." Not what “reverent souls" fancy ought to 
be, but what ¿s can be cognized by man. The 
“rapt eyes of the dying ” believer may gaze on the 
crucifix for all that we shall do to hinder, but to 
many of us there has come too strong a conviction 
of certain facts in the universe for us to hav any 
desire to look in the uneseapable hour of death 
upon a symbol of the non-existent. We would 
rather see the faces of our loved ones than two 
crossed pieces of wood or ivory held in the hand of 
8 liberty-stabbing priest. 


At Oskaloosa, Kansas, it was announced that the 
meetings at the Gospel tent would be closed Sun- 
day evening by s lecture, entitled, « From the Ball- 
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room to Hell,” with an admission fee of twenty- 
five cents—to the tent, not to hell. That suggests 
two or three queries: If it is wrong to work and 
engage in trade on Sunday, how does it become 
right for the god-spellers to make money by selling 
seats on Sunday in their tent? If it is legal for 
them to take twenty-five cents at the door on Sun- 
day evening, why is it not legal for any other per- 
formers to dothe same? Is it “moral” to announce 
such a subject—“ From the Ballroom to Hell”— 
a subject which is always handled in a sensational 
manner by clergymen and which was selected 
simply because of its broad suggestion of salacious- 
ness? But it was a good business stroke—such an 
announcement is sure to bring out the deacons and 
the boys. l 


Ingersoll Unconverted. 
From the New York Sun. 

Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll found a heavy mail from 
the Christian Endeavorers who hav been praying 
for him in convention when he returned home from 
his Western trip, and he said last night to the Sun 
reporter: * No, I hav not been converted by their 
prayers, I am glad to say, and there is no occasion 
for taking a ‘before and after’ picture of me.” 

* Why glad ?” asked the Sun reporter. 

“T want to finish my days without the consola- 
tion of a hell,” said the Colonel, looking very sol- 
emn, though there is nothing in his appearance to 
indicate that his days are likely to be finished for 
half a century more. 

* Did it annoy you to hav the Endeavorers take 
such a public interest in your conversion ?” 

“Dear me, no," said Colonel Ingersoll. «They 
meant it kindly and for my good. The only differ- 
ence of opinion that we hav is that I believe that 
this world is natural and they believe that it is 
supernatural, something that was constructed by 
sleight of hand, by some one up in the clouds. 
That is all.” And Colonel Ingersoll settled back 
comfortably in his chair, as if the difference of opin- 
ion were too trifling to discuss. 

“But what if you should be converted?” sug- 
gested the Sun reporter. An expression of mock 
terror spread over the Colonel’s rosy cheeks as he 
replied : 

“That would be a dreadful misfortune, and I 
should be unhappy all the rest of my life.” 

“If you had absolute faith in the Christian relig- 
ion, would it make you unhappy ?” 

“Tt certainly would. How could it be otherwise? 
A man of intelligence who is a Ohristian and 
who has imagination couldn’t help but be un- 
happy. Just think of the hell that it holds out. If 
he is a Christian he must believe that the people 
whom he knows and loves on earth are to be sepa- 
rated in death, and some are to go to hell and some 
are to go to heaven, and they are to stay there for- 
ever. It would make me very unhappy to believe 
that. This is to be for eternity. I hav asked 
many Christian people, ‘ What are you going to do 
in heaven?’ and they reply that they are going to 
be happy there. ‘But how are you going to be 
happy? Task. Are they just going to do nothing 
and be happy, or are they going to get their happi- 
ness from playing on golden harps all the time? 
Are they going to be happy knowing that some of 
those whom they loved here are suffering eternal 
tortures in hell? I couldn’t be happy under those 
circumstances.” 

“Admitting the truth of the Ohristian religion, 
wouldn’t you wish to be converted ?” 

« Why, if there is some one up in the clouds to 
whom these people who pray giv advice and in- 
struction how things should be run down here, I 
certainly want to know about it. But, you see, I 
don’t believe that there is. I should very much 
dislike to accept the Christian religion and all that 
it holds out even to those who believe it and liv 
by it.” 

dolonel Ingersoll hadn't time to read all of the 
hundred or more letters that were waiting for him, 
and the two or three that he had opened struck 
him as being very foolish. One writer made a vio- 
lent attack on the Colonel and another wrote in a 
kindly, argumentativ way. Neither produced any 


effect, however. 


Among the uncanny utterances called out by the 
Cleveland Christian Endeavorer’s prayers for the 
salvation of R. G. Ingersoll, was the statement of 
Claude Falls Wright, secretary to the late Madam 
Blavatsky, who in a lecture at Chickering Hall on 
« Occult Phenomena,” declared that the Endeavorers 
“are doing a great wrong and are practicing sor- 
cery or black magic.” According to the calendar this 
is the last decade of the Nineteenth century! 
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To the Friends of the “ Ironelad Age.” 


You are herewith introduced to Taz Trura 
Szrkr&. While a few, perhaps many of you, hav in. 
the past taken both papers, many more hav not: 
It is therefore incumbent: upon us to explain to you 
the cause of this introduction, and at the same time 
bid you a sad if not a last farewell. Whatever 
prestige the Zronclad Age had came through the 
peculiar individualities of its founder, J. R. Mon- 
roe, M.D., and his successor, Mrs. Power. For 
many years before the demise of Dr. Monroe it was 
his well-known wish that the paper should be per- 
petuated and that his sor son, V. H. Monroe, M.D., 
should occupy the editorial tripod. The son felt 
that he could not sacrifice a large practice (which 
his sire had done before him) to giv the paper the 
attention required. It then devolved upon bis 
daughter, Lulie Monroe Power, to take up the work 
of her lamented father. This she did, and bravely 
carried it. forward, laying it aside only when life 
ceased.. For the sake of the well-known wishes of 
both Mrs. Power and her father, and for the cause of 
Freethoughi— which has all too few champions— 
we endeavored to form some alliance by which the 
paper could be continued. Failing in this, to- 
gether with the accumulation of debt and dis. 
couragement, the estate was forced into the hands 
of an administrator. This made it necessary to 
sell the plant, which was done at a sacrifice. 

It also became our duty to fulfil our obligations 
to subscribers who had paid in advance. This 
labor of love Tue TaurH Szrxer has undertaken to 
do for us; we hav placed in its hands the subscrip- 
tion list, and hope we can assure it of the good 
will of the friends of Mrs. Power and ourselvs. 
Taz Teura Sgrxer wil now take the place of the 
Jronclad Agein making weekly visits to both those 
who hav paid in advance and those who hav not; 
for as we expected the latter to renew for the Jron- 
clad, so shall we still hope that they will renew by 
sending the amount of their arrearages to THE 
Teruras Serxer, with as much in advance as they 
conveniently can. We feel sure that this arrange- 
ment will please the friends of the Zronclad better 
than any other we could make except to continue. 
We hav also transferred to the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany all the books, copyrights, good will, etc., of 
the former publishing business of the Jronclad 
Age, and those desiring these books will find them 
at the Truth Seeker Office. We know from many 
years’ dealing with them that our successors will 
do everything they can to continue the pleasant 
relations which hav existed between the Zronclad 
and its subscribers and friends, who will find 
prompt and generous people to deal with, and we 
solicit our friends to send them as prompt and gen- 
erous orders. We ask every subscriber to renew 
his Zronclad subscription to Taz Teura SEEKER at 
once. As there is now one less Freethought jour- 
nal claiming your loyalty and support, let our 
friends be as determined that others shall continue 
to exist. 

Thanking our friends for many past favors, and 
trusting the new acquaintance will prove mutually 
agreeable, we are, fraternally, 

R. H. Powz& ann Daveurrr PEARL. 


The foregoing leaves little for us to add, as it 
explains the whole reason why the subscribers to 
the late Zronclad Age are now receiving Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

We hav assumed the obligation to send Tu: 
Trova SEEKER to those who hav paid in advance for 
the Age. This will cost us a good deal. There is 
one of our new friends paid to 1910. We are glad 
to know so generous a friend, and shall take great 
pleasure in honoring the obligation we hav assumed. 
On the other hand, the accounts due the Age for . 
subscriptions hav been transferred to us. We hope 
these will be promptly paid, so that the two ac- 
counts may balance. And we ask these friends also 
to renew their subseriptiors as soon ‘as they hav 
read a few numbers of Tug TaurH Sxxkrn and be- 
come satisfied that it is what they want, which we 
think will not take them long to do, for our artist 
and contributors make the paper one of the most 
interesting publications to be found in this country, 
for all whose minds are free from superstition. 
Those whose subscriptions to the Age were paid in 
advance will get Taz Trura Seeker for the same 
length of time they would hav received the Age, 
though the price of Tue. Teura Sxrexen is a little 
higher, as the paper is larger, and in exchange for 
this courtesy we hope they will promptly renew 
when that time is reached. 

With these few words of explanation, we submit 
our paper to the kind consideration of our new 
friends, hoping that the acquaintance may be as 
long as we feel sure it will be agreeable. 

Epyror or Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 
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‘Faith and Superstition. 


The leaders of the Christian church who know a 
thing or two are warily dodging the Christian En- 
deavorers’ Ingersoll prayer test. They know it won’t 
succeed, and they are preparing to evade the logical 
consequence. If Ingersoll is not converted after 
ten thousand prayers of faith, or more, of what 
value is prayer? Fair-minded people will see this. 
If Christianity is true, why should not Ingersoll be 
converted? There is a no more honest inquirer 
than Ingersoll. He is perfectly willing to change 
his mind, giv him sufficient evidence. All that 
Ingersoll asks is evidence—this and nothing more. 
These prayers do not ask God to do an impossi- 
bility; they ask him to do a comparativly easy 
thing, to furnish to a sincere mind sufficient testi- 
mony to the truth of the Christian religion. 

Now God either can’t or won’t convert Ingersoll, 
and these prayers either show the unkindness of 
God or the weakness of God. If God can’t con- 
vert Ingersoll, of course the deity is limited; and a 
very great limitation it is. God must be very weak 
in logic, in knowledge, in wisdom, if he cannot 
prove the truth of a religion he himself originated. 
Think of an infinit God in such straits as this. It 
practically dethrones him and leaves him at the 
mercy of the devil. 

If God won’t convert Ingersoll, what can we 
think of him as a God of love? Ingersoll is one of 
the brightest intellects of the human race; yet God 
won't convert him when hehasthe opportunity. The 
Christian Advocate intimates that Ingersoll has 
committed the sin against the Holy Ghost, and 
therefore is outside the pale of mercy. It also says 
that there are some who are not to be prayed for. 
They are * past feeling, and their conse'ences are 
seared as with a hot iron." Again, declares the 
Advocate, “Jesus gave instruction to his apostles 
not to make special efforts to secure the conversion 

. of a certain class by personal appeals. `‘ Giv not that 
which is holy unto the dogs; neither cast your 
pearls before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet and turn again and rend you.’ ” 

Such is the subterfuge of the Christian Advo- 
cate. Ingersoll is beyond redemption. Like 
Pharaoh, his heart is hardened. He has committed 
the unpardonable crime, and prayers are useless. 

The Christian Advocate draws a distinction be- 
tween faith and superstition, and of course inii- 
mates that the Christian Endeavorers are engaged in 
a superstitious performance, in which we all agree. 
« Faith,” it says, “ believes that if two persons, or 
even one, shall ask anything ‘according to God’s 
will,’ he will grant it whether the prayer is oftered 
at one time or another. Superstition fancies that 
if there be a concentration at a moment by a large 
number something willbe done by God that other- 
wise might not be done.” 

The Christian Advocate reminds one of the 
aphorism of Hobbes's, that faith is superstition in 
fashion, and superstition is faith out of fashion. 

The definition which the Advocate givs to super- 
stition is the time-honored definition of faith itself. 
Jesus and the apostles teach that same superstition. 

Prayer changes the will of God or it does not. If it 
does not it is useless. What is meant by “ effectual, 
fervent prayer”? What is meant by the woman 
who entreats the judge until he changes his mind 
aud grants her request? The whole teaching of the 
New Testament declares that prayer does aftect the 
counsels of the Almighty; that it does influence 
his will. There never was any other conception of 
prayer until modern science compelled its abandon- 
ment. . 

What is the use of prayer if nothing is accom- 
plished? If the prayer does not reach the throne 
of grace and produce an effect, why pray? Hav 
not the words of Jesus ever been the hope and 
consolation of the Christian on his knees? «If two 
of you agree on earth as touching anything that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
father which is in heaven.” Here it is distinctly 
affirmed that the Christian prayer is an originating 
cause; that it produces an effect on God’s mind, 
and “something is done by God that otherwise 
might not be done.” 

Prayer is vital to the Christian’s belief. Take 
away his faith in prayer and you take away the 
heart of his religion. If you make prayer merely 
an exercise of the human mind, with no effect on 
God, the soul of prayer disappears, and it is an 
empty formality. l 

Faith, as the Christian Advocate defines it, is 
simply logie—for of course if you ask “ according 
to God's will” the prayer will be granted. But if 
no prayers were uttered at all it would be just the 
same. Whatever is according to God's will happens. 
It is not faith to believe this, but logic. It re- 

quires no more faith to believe this than that two and 
two make four, or that a whole is greater tha. a 


part. But faith transcends logic. As Tertullian: 
says, “It believes the impossible; and it believes 
because it is impossible.” Faith does believe that 
prayer is answered—that it does act upon the will 
of God, and does move it and change its operation, 
both in the physical and spiritual world. There is 
no avoiding this conclusion. The Advocate’s defi- 
nition of faith destroys the very substance of faith. 
If all the Christians in the world were certain that 
God had foreordained that Ingersoll should go to 
hell, would they pray for him? 'Of course not. 
Why do Christians pray for Ingersoll? Because 
they believe that their prayers will help save him. 
They believe that their prayers are & force in the 
universe that will produce an event that otherwise 
would not be. The Advocate givs a verbatim 
report of one of these prayers and proves what is 
here affirmed. It is an old-fashioned, orthodox 
Christian New Testament prayer, just the kind of 
prayer that Jesus tells his disciples to offer: 

O Lord, we hav an arch enemy who is traveling over 
the country. He is working against Thee. He is work- 
ing against us. He is endesvorine to injure the cause. 
We hav all faith in Thee. We believe that Thou canst 
do this thing. Thou hast answered our pravers before, 
and we believe that Thou wilt do it now. O Lord, Thou 
hast evervthing and canst do everything. Save this ene- 
my. Make a friend, & co-worker of him. O God. Thou 
art all-powerful and holdest everything in thy hands. 
Answer this our prayer. 

As the Advocate admits, this prayer throws the 
responsibility upon God. The Christians hav done 
their part; what will God do? Simply nothing, of 
course. But what does it prove? It proves the 
uselessness of prayer. 

It is no wonder that keen-witted Christians dread 
the test. They see the result. It will destroy both 
faith and superstition. It will be evidence of the 
falsity of Christianity. It will show the weak- 
ness or the heartlessness of God. It was a foolish 
move on the part of the Christians. It will be a 
boomerang. There never was a better opportunity 
to answer prayer; there never was a better chance 
to pour the divine light of Christianity over this 
land. Ingersoll is the shining mark. The heart of 
Christendom bas gone out to him in ten thousand 
petitions. Will not God do something? Will he 
refuse these prayers? Will he make no sign? Will 
he be dumb as a wooden idol, and thus prove him- 
self to be no better than a creation of the human 
fancy ? 

This is the logic of the situation. The Christian 
Advocate sees it. It does not propose to butt its 
head against & stone wall. It hastens, therefore, to 
dub the whole performance a superstition. It 
washes its hands of the affair. It takes the safe 
position of the old minister. When asked to pray 
for rain, he said he would “ when the wind was in 
the right direction.” SawvEL P. Purnam. 
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Light on the Armenian Question. 


*T've just returned from Constantinople," said 
Mr. F. Hopkinson Smith, the author’ and artist, to 
a Boston Herald representativ in New York, two 
or three days ago. «“ While there, I had an oppor- 
tunity, through talks with Minister Terrell and 
two of the Sultan’s aides, to learn all the inside 
facts about the Armenian atrocities. The whole 
matter has been grossly misunderstood, if not mis- 
represented, in this country. The root of the 
trouble lies in the missionaries sent out to Armenia 
from England and America. Instead of trying to 
help the people, they teach them that they are ill- 
treated, and sow the seeds of discontent and re- 
bellion. They hav started all the difficulty, and 
when the blame is properly placed it will rest upon 
their heads. 

“We hear a great deal in this country about ‘the 
barbarous Turk.’ Now, I hav traveled and painted 
all over the globe, and know pretty well the in- 
habitants of all countries ; and let me tell you that 
I never met a more civilized, humane, intelligent, 
cleanly, pious, and chaste man than the typical 
Turk. He is quiet and respectable; he is pre- 
eminently kind and good to his family; and his 
religion enters into every part of his life. On my 
former visit to Constantinople, four years ago, I met 
a good many Moslems; and during my recent visit I 
came to know many more Turks of the best 
ea ; and I make that statement without hesita- 

ion. 

“ For instance, I spent several days painting in 
the streets of Constantinople. The sultan would 
not giv a permit to do this, because he had refused 
such a privilege to divers Englishmen, and he did 
not wish to establish a dangerous precedent. He 
sent an official to accompany me on my trips, and 
every day that man left me three times and went 
into the mosque to say his prayers. Just think of 
the power of a religion which makes every man of a 
whole nation lay aside his business three times 


every day and prostrate himself toward Mecca in 
prayer! 

* Go out here in Wall street and try to persuade 
the people to go to church three times a day. You 
couldn't club them into it. The best of them only 
attend service once or twice a week. What are we, 
as a religious nation, that we should attempt to 
force our religion upon every other nation on 
earth? We might as well start out to make silk 
hats for the world, and club every head into the 
right shape to fit them. 

‘See how humane the Turks are to animals. I 
don't know how many hundred thousand dogs there 
are in Constantinople, but probably there are fifty 
to each block. Every few minutes, if you are watch- 
ing what goes on around you, you will see a Turk 
go over to a bake shop, buy a bit of bread, or some- 
thing else that the dogs will eat, and feed them. 
Nobody owns these creatures. They hav been 
common property for a thousand years, I suppose; 
yet, ugly and mangy as they are, they never go 
hungry. Nor do they ever suffer violence. Strik- 
ing a dog in the streets of Constantinople means 
imprisonment for a year. Why, I've seen a team 
come along one of those narrow streets when a dog 
was lying in the way, and the driver would stop his 
donkeys and lift the dog out of the way, rather 
than run the risk of hurting him. I never saw any 
one beat or kick a donkey in Turkey. The people 
recognize that these creatures are their faithful 
servants, and treat them kindly. The love existing 
between the Turk or the Arabian and his horse is 
proverbial. 

* What hav we in the way of religion to teach 
these people? Nothing. It’s pure bumptiousness 
for us to try to ‘convert’ them. They neither want 
nor need our religion. "They've got a better one 
of their own. Better for them, I mean, not for us. 
They are already more religious, as a people, than 
we are. 

“Another point. What order of men are they 
whom the English and the American religious bod- 
ies send out as missionaries? If you hav ever no- 
ted closely the students in our training schools for 
the ministry you must hav discovered that as a class 
they are far from representing the best, or even a 
very good, type of American manhood. Many of 
them are young men from country towns and vil- 
lages who could not make a decent living in any 
other calling. They go to these schools, in many 
instances, because they can get their education at 
half price, or free. Of course their poverty.is no 
disgrace; but they are poor in every sense of the 
word. They hear a sermon by some returned mis- 
sionary who wishes to arouse interest in the country 
in which he has lived, and straightway they are 
called to labor in the same field. Such sermons are 
apt to take hold of the less intelligent and more 
impressionable men; and it is often the men who 
are not fitted to take the high rank among the min- 
istry in their own country who feel themselvs drawn 
to work in a foreign land. The result is that we 
send out the most incapable specimens of our rural 
population—men of uncouth manners, who hav 
learned a little Latin and Hebrew—the representa- 
tivs of half a dozen religious sects, which are at 
constant war with each other about their creeds— 
to convert a cultured, courteous, pious, humane, 
temperate race, whose unified religion enters as 
much into the life of its members as does their 
business. ; 

* Now and then we hear of some girl in a coun- 
try town who thinks she has a mission to do good 
to the heathen. She had far better go down to the 
factory in her own village and minister there; but 
no, there is no glamour about that. Imagining that 
she is a new Joan of Arc, our hysterical friend tells 
some missionary body all about it, and they send 
her over to Turkey. You can picture to yourself 
the amazement and disgust with which the Turks 
regard such missionaries. Superb specimens of 
physique, they look upon these little wizened, dried- 
up, spectacled women with infinit contempt; just 
as they scoff at the idea of adopting a religion on 
which the various schools cannot agree. 

* Well, colonies of such boors and cranks go 
over to Armenia, or somewhere else, and found 
schools. The children come to be taught, and 
eventually they join some one or another Christian 
church. They are pariahs as long as they liv— 
marked boys and girls, branded men and women, 
who hav lost caste among their fellows. What hav 
they gained? ‘Christianity,’ you may say. Very 
true; but if they would lead pure and noble lives 
under the religion of Mohammed, how are they 
better off? We surely cannot believe that heathen 
who lead good lives according to their lights do 
not go to heaven. 

“Pretty soon some one comes along and hits an 
Armenian over the head. The missionaries keep 


| telling their converts and the poor people that the 
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Turk did it. They tell them that they are abused, 
and stir them up to rebellion. The result is blood- 
shed, as you hav seen. Here on my desk is a letter 
just received from Mr. Terrell, with whom I had 
many conversations when in Constantinople. He 
says: ‘ We hav certain information that 10,000 hay 
been killed within a month.’ 
ment, of course, includes those slain on both sides. 

“He adds another statement, equally significant, 
to the effect that so far as can be learned, not one 
American missionary has been injured. The Turks 
like the Americans who come to Constantinople far 
better than the Englishmen, and they like America 
better than England, partly because as a nation we 
do not meddle with their affairs. When I hav been 
painting in the streets I hav never been subjected 
to discourtesies from the crowd which always as- 
sembled to watch me, except two or three times; 
and on those occasions they supposed that I was 
an Englishman. When they learned that I was 
an American they ceased to annoy me, and even 
apologized for their rudeness. And they carry this 
esteem for Americans to the point of sparing our 
missionaries, even when the latter hav sown the 
seeds of discontent in the hearts of their subjects. 

“The English talk of forcing the sultan to abdi- 
cate. They can do it, of course; but it would cost 
thousards of lives—in fact, it would necessitate a 
war of extermination, as I can show you very 
shortly. 

« The sultan did not desire this bloodshed. He 
knew very little about it. But, like every other 
ruler, he is surrounded by numbers of men who 
are trying to gain favors or permits at his hands, 
and some of these men obtained commissions to 
slaughter the infidel. When the sultan givs an 
order to kill the infidel, the Moslems say, 
‘Thou art the son of Mohammed. Thy command 
is Allah’s will.’ England threatens to depose the 
sultan unless the massacres are stopped. Then 
the Turks say, ‘They are going to depose our 
sultan for carrying out the will of Allah,’ and every 
man of them will fight to the last drop of his blood 
to prevent it. Indeed, we would despise them if 
they did not. 

« The sultan himself has known very little of the 
massacres which hav resulted from his permits, be- 
cause the facts hav been kept from him; but Mr. 
Terrell has told him a good many plain statements 
about this and other matters, and the sultan likes 
him for it. : 

* However, the sultan has ordered investigations 
which will result in laying the facts before him, 
and he intends to enforce his reform scheme. And, 
by the way, when he told the English ambassador 
to read to that mass-meeting his communication in 
which he said that he intended to prosecute these 
investigations, ib was one of the wisest diplomatic 
moves of recent history. 

“The United States is very fortunate to be repre- 
sented at the sultan's court in this crisis by so able 
a man as Minister Terrell. Why he accepted the 
post I cannot imagin, for he was a prominent man 
of affairs in this country. I suppose he thought it 
would mean a pleasant change and an outing on 
the Bosphorus. He went over there and landed in 
the midst of this turmoil and he has worked day 
and night till he is fagged out. Mr. Short is an- 
other man of the same sori—clear-headed and able. 

«One day I called on the American consulate 
and found several people considerably excited. A 
man had just landed from America and had bean 
set upon by the Turks. Mr. Terrell had reseued 
him, and found out that he was an Ármenian who 
had gone over to America, stayed there four years, 
and taken passage back to his own country the very 
next day after taking out his naturalization papers. 
He had landed in Armenia with $3,000 and a port- 
manteau full of revolutionary tracts. He claimed 
protection as an American citizen, and Mr. Terrell 
managed to save his neck and sent him on to 
Athens. 

But our missionaries and those sent out by the 
English can, if they will, do immense good. They 
can teach the races among which they make their 
homes to plow, to harrow, to make and use tools, 
aud innumerable other things in which they are 
far behind us. There is very little use to carry 
our knowledge of medicin to the Turks, because 
the latter are never sick. They are temperate in 
all things; they drink no wine (their religion for- 
bids it); and they eat very little meat. Above all, 
they are the cleanest people on the globe. Your 
orthodox Turk bathes three timesa day. When 
you enter a restaurant in Constantinople, the first 
` thing they bring you is a bowl of hot water aud 
some fresh tow to wipe your hands on. Then they 
bring you cold water and a fresh towel. ‘Now, 
disease is bred by dirtand intemperance, and in the 
absence of these there is health. 

« But, although Turkey is not one of the coun- 


tries to which we can with advantage send mission- 
aries with a knowledge of medicin, we can really 
benefit the Turk and the Armenians by teaching 
them mechanic arts and agriculture. 
direction lies our rightful activities in their behalf ; 
not in the way of religion. For a people whom you 
can hardly induce to go to church once a week, save 
‘to hear a sensational sermon, to teach religion to a 
race who go gladly and enthusiastically to worship 
Jehovah whom they believe to be behind the blank 
wall on the Meccaward end of their mosques, is the 
most arrogant bumptiousness." 


That official state-. 


tional Reform Association (God-in-the Constitution 
party) having called a convention to be held in Bal: 
timore, Dec. 12th and 13th, the following article 
was taken by your correspondent to the office of 
the Baltimore American and submitted for publi- 
cation. 
Agnus, read the article in my presence, expressed 
his unqualified approval of it, and unhesitatingly 
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Justice. 


Everyone recognizes more or less definitly the 
beneficial results of. Justice as the foundation for a 
social system. Whatever his circumstances or sur- 
roundings, every individual comprehends the ne- 
cessity and has a desire for the establishment of 
just means to a just end. In the wilds of Africa, 
on the hights of India, or in the midst of our 
present civilization; whether he be semi-civilized, 
savage, or barbarian; whether he has but the fewest 
minute details of the commonest form of education, 
or whether his mind be stored with the product of 
the highest educational facilities, there will always 
be present to his consciousness some understanding 
of Justice. 

Man clings to the preference for that which is 
just rather than unjust, though there are no abso- 
lute tests by which the two may be distinguished ; 
for as diverse as are the circumstances that encom- 
pass mankind in life on this earth, just so variable 
are the different aspects and views of the course 
which it should follow. 

We are generally agreed that the groundwork of 
life is utility; that whatever we may determin is 
useful, good, or beneficial is what we should en- 
deavor to accomplish or acquire. It is useful for 
us to hav some occupation that affords us remuner- 


And in that 


The Subservient Press of Maryland. 
To rae Epiror or Toe Trura Sezxer: The Na- 


The proprietor of that paper, Gen. Felix 


agreed that it should be published. But it did not 
appear, being shortly returned with the statement 
that it could not be used at present. 

We hav not a free press in Maryland. Our 


religionists, 


journals lead in nothing. They appear to be under 
& censorship and too cowardly to admit the expres- 
sion of views on questions affecting the liberties of 
the people. Draw your own conclusion after read- 
ing this rejected communication. E. L. 

. Baltimore, Md. ` 

Editor Baltimore American: The purpose of 
the National Reform Association, whose convention 
is to be held in this city December 12th and 13th, 
is thoroughly revolutionary, as the call for the con- 
vention shows; its purpose being to change en- 
tirely the character of our Constitution. 

The Constitution of the United States was wisely 
framed by the fathers of this Republic. Are we 
wiser than the authors of that noble instrument? 
The name of God was omitted because they wished 
to establish religious liberty, and a purely secular 
form of government. Church and state were to be 
«forever separate.” It was declared that “ Con- 
gress should make no laws for the establishment of 
any religion.” Religion, as Madison declares, was 
not within the “ purview of government," and Wash- 
ington affirmed. in the Treaty with Tripoli, “that in 
no sense whatever is this government founded on 
the Christian religion.” Thomas Jefferson said that 
our government was founded upon “reason and 
freedom of opinion.” . These are the foundation 
principles of our government. The question arises, 
Is it policy to change its form and inaugurate a 
new scheme; to make this a religious government, 
to put God, Christ, and the Bible into the Consti- 
tution, and radically reform its spirit and purpose? 
Does not this proposed reform of our Constitution 
lower it from its present attitude of universal jus- 
tice? Is it not retrogression? 

After all the wars instigated throughout the 
world by fanatical religionists, hav the American 
people come to the conclusion that a union of 
church and state is desirable, and that Washington, 
Franklin, Madison, and others who gave us our 
Constitution were mistaken? We appeal to the 
American people to take no backward step on this 
question, to not diverge to the path of tyranny and 
wrong, but to preserve the liberties given to us by 
the fathers of this nation. Religious persecution, 
tyranny, and despotism would be the inevitable 
result of a compulsory religion, no matter how 
good that religion would be in itself. If Christian- 
ity is true, it needs no support from the state ; if 
true, it must appeal in this day of enlightenment 
to the individual reason and conscience. It must 
triumph through reason and not through force. 
The state, as Washington said, “is not persuasion, 
but force.” Therefore religion (the church) and 
state, ag President Grant held, “must be forever 
separate.” Religion, to be of any possible value to 
man, must be accepted freely and through reason 
and evidence. 

The National Reform Association is therefore 
engaged in a dangerous undertaking—dangerous 
to the state and dangerous to “ pure and undefiled 
religion.” These “reformers” are endeavoring to 
make Christianity a tyranny and by so doing to 
destroy whatever good qualities it may possess. 
They are also endeavoring in their zeal to revo- 
lutionize our government—to entirely alter its 
fundamental principles—to change it from & secu- 
lar government to a theological government. We 
hope the people will understand this question and 
be satisfied with a Oonstitution that guarantees 
equal rights and impartial liberty to all its citizens 
irrespectiv of belief, and whether secularists or 
E. Lovezer. 


ation for our labors ; it is useful for us to prosecute 
our researches and arrive at new scientific facts in 
nature. 
to liv in comfortable homes, to possess the neces- 
saries and some of the luxuries. 
us if we can surround ourselvs and others with 
joy and happiness. 
to own and dispose of property, etc., are all recog- 
nized as the necessary corollaries of just laws and 
just government, and they are demanded by every 
human being for himeelf if not always for his 
fellows. 


It is good for us to lead wholesome lives, 
It is beneficial to 


Our personal liberty, the right 


But Justice can hardly be said to hav any natural 


source or standard. Different communities are at 
variance with one another; and for that reason, if 
for no other, Justice must be considered as 8 hu- 
man product, the result of the association of man 
with man and the recognition of the necessity for 
some established rule of conduct providing for 
equality and equity. 
legal enactments; and every government that is 
worthy of support must be erected on that founda- 
tion. 


Hence governments and 


Liberty of mind and body is the sure result of 


Justice, and. never for one moment should a law 
exist that tends to defeat this end. 


For from 
the hights of freedom must flow all that can raise 
mankind to the noblest understanding of our rela- 
tions one to another. There is nothing in this 
world that will bring about a proper amalgamation 
of the pure erystals of human life, that will clear 
the channels of progress from the shoals and bars 
that rise from the lower depths, so surely and com- 
pletely as true Justice. F. Moray. 


Misdirected Missionary Zeal. 
Inspired by 8 holy zeal to save 
His fellowkind from Death’s eternal sting, 
The father, like a soldier true and brave, 
Forsook his pleading child to serve his King. 


Through bitter storms he labored at his post, 
Tho’ oft despairing of the promised goal, 
Until, amid the untamed pagan host, 
He gained for God a single willing soul. 


' To heaven's gate he brought the savage wild, 
And connted then his mission done full well; 

When, hasting to regain his absent child, 
He found him scoffing on the brink of hell. - 


—Clifford Howard. 


Three thousand Christian Endeavorers are to 
pray at the same hour for the conversion of Col. 
Robt. G. Ingersoll. To the extent that these peo- 
ple are sincere we admire them, but we hav not one 
whit of faith in their influence either upon Jehovah 
or Ingersoll A widow’s tear or a baby's smile 
would penetrate the colonel's heart more deeply 
than the prayers of the twenty million Christians 
of the republic. In ethics, which is broader than’ 
religion, Colonel Ingersoll is à model man. He can 
not intellectually accept the dogmas of Christianity, 
nor can he accept what his heart most earnestly 
yearns for—the declaration of immortality. What 
will you do with such a man? What will these 
Christian Endeavorers do with Colonel Ingersoll, 
who, in all respects, save that of belief in certain 
dogmas, is a tender, honest, brave, and noble man? 
Will they damn him? They cannot get the people 
of the Western world to vote with them on this 
question. The time is past when damnation can 
be meted out to a man because of his intellectu 
beliefs.— Progressiv Age. - 

i ————————————dÓÉ—————— 


Hav you ordered your holiday bookst If not, 
see the list offered on page 818. 
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Observations. 


The unconversion of Ingersoll fails to prove that 
We are in- 
formed by a no less distinguished theologian than 
the Rev. Dr. Ward, editor of the Zndependent, that 
when God omits to grant our petitions, it shows 
that he has chosen to respond in the negativ! No- 
body can deny this, because it is equally true of 
great wooden gods, medium-sized brass gods, and 


God does not always answer prayer. 


little tin gods on wheels. 


As a Thanksgiving Supplement the Coast Sea- 
men’s Journal, of San Francisco, Oal., issues the 
* Red Record,” which is “a brief resume of some 
of the cruelties perpetrated upon American seamen 
of the present time.” Sixty-four cases of buckoism 
(a sailor term for brutality of.a ship’s officer) are 
cited in this work, and forty of them were recorded 
The details of as- 
saults upon seamen strain the credulity of one 
living under the benevolent police rule of New 
York, where his legs may peradventure come to 
the rescue of his head. According to the testimony 
quoted in the * Red Record,” men who accidentally 
or unavoidably dropped a quid or a clew on deck 


at the port of San Francisco. 


while aloft hav been knocked down, jumped upon, 


and more or less of the life beaten out of them by 
Flogging on board vessels of 
commerce is abolished by act of Congress, but the 
rope’s-end and the cat hav been adequately replaced 
by pump-brakes, boathooks, handspikes, belaying- 


captains and mates. 


pins, marlinspikes, brass knuckles, chunks of holy- 
stone, and also by bottles after their contents has 
been transferred to the interior of the officer wield- 
ing them. In the group of offenses for which these 
and worse instruments of disciplin are applied are: 
Talking while at work; omitting the word “sir” 
when addressing a superior creature; expostulating 
against being called the son of a female dog; cut- 
ting down a shipmate triced up and in agony; 
accidentally dropping dirt in a boat alongside; 


growling about the food; mistakes in reeving, and 


so forth. Probably there are two sides to the ques- 


tion, for sailors are a rough-and-ready class of men 
and hard to curry; but what other class would take 


their job with the knowledge that if they make any 
of the breaks above enumerated they are liable to 
the penalties described? There are, however, mas- 
ters of ships who hav no difficulty with their men; 
they do not underman their vessels, nor overwork 
and underfeed the crew—circumstances which lie 
very close to the seat of trouble, and are possibly 
induced by those tariff laws which prevent vessels 
from profitably loading both ways. As a landsman 
I can only offer my sympathy to all concerned, and 
express the hope that the “ Red Record" may lead 
to an amelioration of the hardships of seafaring 
men; at the same time congratulating them that 
they hav in the nation’s Oongress so able a cham- 
pion as the Hon. James G. Maguire. Mr. Maguire 
is opposed to clubs, whether applied to citizens who 
neglect to attend church, or to sailors who do not 
rush aft any faster than circumstances will permit. 


Certain members of the London school board 
want to introduce flogging into the industrial 
schools for the reformation of girls. The members 
who favor this benevolent scheme are the same in- 
dividuals who a short time ago were considering 
the advisability of turning out teachers who did not 
agree with their theories about religious instruc- 
tion. Religion, Rawhides, and Reform, substituted 
for the conventional three 7’s, ought to convince 
the wayward maidens of London that, as Mr. John 
eg has remarked, Jesus Ohrist was not crucified 
or fun. 


Attendants on recent meetings of the Manhattan 
Liberal Olub hav listened without profit to divers 
querulous speakers who complain about the charac- 
ter of the literature and meeting-places of Free- 
thinkers. Of course the complaints are groundless. 
Freethought publications compare favorably in 
outward style, and more than favorably in intrinsic 
worth, with any other; while the meeting-place of 
the club is in the most staid and respectable, if not 
the most fashionable, quarter of the city. Of a 
truth, and to be sure, there is an orthodox church 
next door, and a Quaker meeting-house across the 
street; also Dr. Rainsford’s church within range of 
a boy's sling, and a half-dozen other similar temples 
near at hand; but the neighborhood is good enough 
for Hamilton Fish’s people, for Senator William 
M. Evarts, for the Stuyvesants, and for other old 
families; and the German Masonic Temple is a 
handsome building exteriorly and snug and cheer 
ful inside. A thing to be noted in connection with 
the contemners of the cheaper Freethought litera- 
ture is that they are not known as purchasers of 
works issued in the highest style of the printer's 


art; and that when the Freethinkers of New York 
and vicinity recently met in convention on Fifth 
avenue and Nineteenth street, they were not among 
the enthusiastic attendants. They do not now 
pass the fashionable locality of these meetings to 
the credit of the Freethinkers, nor did they con- 
tribute to the hall rent. Nothing remains to be 
said to them but Good-bye. 

An article by Police Commissioner Roosevelt, I 
grieve to see, is copied from the Forum into the 
Investigator. I should regret to see the same in 
any paper published to do good. This Mr. Roose- 
velt is at the head of a band of legalized brigands 
who seize upon persons and hold them for ransom. 
The ransom may be called a fine or bail, but that 
does not alter its nature. He justifies the spolia- 
tion on the ground that he is enforcing the law. 
But he does not hav to enforce the law. He could 
avoid it by resigning his office and going back to 
the peaceful walks of life. The way he uses the 
law reminds me of the fate of a man I once knew— 
“Jim” Anderson of Returning Board notoriety. 
Anderson was in Virginia City, Nev., if my memory 
does not mislead me. There was bad blood be- 
tween him and another man, and it was understood 
that open hostilities would be inaugurated at their 
first meeting. While walking with a friend Ander- 
son met his enemy, who seized the friend, using 
him as a shield, and, firing over his shoulder, 
pumped Anderson full of lead. James would not 
shoot for fear of killing his mate, and go he died. 

Roosevelt is practicing the system employed by 
Anderson’s enemy. He is shielding himself behind 
the Sunday law and blazing away right and left. 
If the law, which citizens hav confused with those 
statutes found to be their friends, were not between 
them and Roosevelt, he and his band, like other 
breakers and enterers, inflicters of battery, oppres- 
sion, and duress, would hav to preserve the peace 
or get what they deserve. 

Ingersoll spoke the true word in regard to this 
when he said that bad laws should not be enforced 
but repealed, and that if they could not be repealed 
they should be ignored. We are under no obliga- 
tion to take every mean advantage of our fellows 
that invidious legislation permits. 


The Baptist church (colored) at Lakewood, N. J., 
on a recent Sunday wore a placard bearing this 
inscription: “There will be no service in our 
church to-day, as our most beloved pastor has been 
suddenly called away." Pastor White had indeed 
been called thence, and it was the voice of the con- 
stable which he heard. The fact is, the Rev. Mr. 
White stole coal from a neighboring yard to warm 
his church. When arraigned in court he pleaded 
that it was no sin to take the coal, as it was going 
to a place where good was to be done. The coal 
dealer said he would let him go if he would promis 
to steal no more, and Parson White not only 
promised this, but in addition volunteered to solicit 
orders for coal. 

It is worth something to know that the Chris- 
tian Advocate has the moral stamina to condemn 
the course of Brother White, as it does in these 
words: “He was a poor, ignorant African, but his 
conscience seems to be in the state of that of many 
persons who can neither plead ignorance nor any- 
thing else as an excuse. The damnation of them 
who say, ‘Let us do evil, that good may some,’ is 
just, and affirms the word of God, which this man 
professed to expound.” But there is a parallel, 
which the editor of the Advocate has failed to draw, 
between the act of the ignorant African who appro- 
priated coal for the warming of his church and the 
course of the better educated Christians who 
appropriate money not theirs—that is, public 
money—-to the support of the churches in general. 
These latter know that their act is evil, and justify 
it exactly as Dominie White justified his—“it is 
going to a place where good is to be done." And 
further, exactly as he did, they offer to become the 
agents of the parties robbed, though unlike him 
they hav not yet promised to steal no more. If his 
damnation is just, so is theirs. To tell the truth, 
taxpayers whose rates are increased by the exemp- 
tion of churches and parsonages hay often damned 
them in my presence and with my approval. 

Iam forced to oppose Mr. John P. Guild in his 
advocacy of independent secular schools to take the 
place of public educational institutions. The Secu- 
larists of this country are now paying their share 
of the salaries of approximately 375,000 school 
teachers, and for the construction and maintenance 
of the buildings in which these are employed. In 
the Constitution of the nation and of a majority of 
the states, Freethinkers hav their warrant for 
insisting that public schools shall be wholly secu- 
lar. With one quarter of a million schools and ten 


thousand colleges and universities, which are just 
eramming our youth with information, and which 


we must pay for whether we want to or not, our 
obligation to provide more of them does not appear 
to be binding. The persistence of Freethinkers 
within my recollection has led to the secularizing 
of many schools, and secularizing an established 
school is as good as establishing a secular one at 
the same date. 

Rector Ahlwardt, the Jew-baiter who has come : 
from Germany to agitate for radical legislation 
against Hebrew citizens, is superfluous in this 
country. We are a religious nation, and don’t 
need him. Under the bondage of their own super- 
stition the compatriots of Christ hav to loaf on the 
seventh day of the week, and under the pressure of 
Christian bigetry they are obliged also to keep the 
first day. They thus obey, according to two differ- 
ent interpretations, the Precept of Idleness which 
the Fourth Commandment contains, and now we 
are asked to so outlaw and boycott them that they 
shall not be able to obey the precept of industry 
which enjoins them to work the rest of the week. 
Weg da, Herr Ahlwardi/ Go to Armenia. Go 
to Germany—to the devil—go anywhere. Get out. 
As you are a baiter, abate yourself. 

Gro. E. Macponatp. | 
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The National Reform Convention. 
FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 


It was somewhat incongruous that in the Im. 
manuel Baptist church—the inheritor of the glory 
of Roger Williams—should be held a convention, 
the entire purpose of which is the establishment of 
a religious tyranny. Generally, up to date, the 
Baptist church has been in favor of religious free- 
dom, but it is turning back on its excellent tradi- 
tions and uniting with the “Scarlet Woman,” whom 
once it so bitterly opposed. 

It was in this church that the National Reform 
Convention opened its session this morning, De- 
cember 12th. It was opened with prayer, of course, 
which prayer offered a great deal of advice to a pa- 
tient deity. He was informed of his duty in regard 
to national reform. The meeting began with just 
twenty-nine persons present, and this included my- 
self, the janitor, and the reporter. So it seems that 
this extreme wing of the Ohristian church cannot 
summon so many as our Freethought conventions. 
About twenty more drifted in before the close of 
the session. In the afternoon about sixty were 
present; and in the evening there were less than 
one hundred, although the mayor of Baltimore was 
on hand to welcome the members of the associa- 
tion. 

How it is that so small a body can exercise so 
tremendous an influence is somewhat of a puzzler. 
I can only lay it to the ignorance and cowardice of 
the politicians. If it were not that the ordinary 
politician is a fool, the God-in-the-Oonstitution 
party would hav no force at all. 

The first paper read was entitled, * Loyalty to 
Christ the Saving Principle of All Social and Civil 
Obligation.” It simply reiterated the statement 
that Ohrist must be king of the nation. The next 
on the program was an address by E. K. Hart, edi- 
tor of the Philadelphia Evening Zelegraph. Sub- 
ject, * Public Enterprises and the Sabbath.” I can 
hardly understand why an editor, who is supposed 
to be a man of the world, could be quite so narrow 
in his views as Mr. Hart. He may be under the 
tuition of John Wanamaker. He was opposed to 
everything on the Sabbath, except going to church. 
No public enterprise of any kind on that day. He 
wanted a grand revival of Puritanism. The Sab- 
bath was the keystone of American liberty, etc. 

After this came a furious onslaught on the Sun- 
day newspaper by Rev. Dr. J. Addison Smith, of 
Baltimore, who declared that the Sunday news- 
paper debauched the intellect, the heart, the con- 
science, the creativ imagination. It was bad from 
beginning to end. It was opposed to religion and 
morality. It was a hotch-potch of all infernal 
things. Out of four hundred columns of reading 
matter in the New York Sunday papers only three 
and a half columns were given to religion. It was 
a crime to publish a Sunday paper. It should be 
prohibited by law. It ought to be wiped out, de- 
molished by a cyclone. The reverend gentleman 
then went on to denounce Sunday mails and Sun- 
day railroad trains. He said that in one state in 
the Union there was more traffic on Sunday than on 
any other day of the week This is good news in- 
deed. Another thing was awful to contemplate, 
said the speaker. The are seven hundred daily 
newspapers in the land and not one of them is a 
Christian journal. Thisalsomade me happy. The 
gentleman’s facts were much better than his argu- 
ments. He was followed by one or two others in 
the same strain, and then Rev. Wilbur F. Orafta 
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took the platform. His theme was « The Sabbath 
and Constitutional Law." He proved conelusivly 
to his own mind, that the Constitution was a Chris. 
tian instrument because it contained the two words 
B Sunday excepted.” He rolled these two words 
like a sweet morsel under his tongue. They seemed 
to giv him great satisfaction, although later on he 
said that he used the word Sunday always in a bad 
sense—the continental sense, while the good word 
was “Sabbath.” He did not explain why the bad 
word Sunday was used in the Constitution, instead 
of the good word, Sabbath. Now, Mr. Crafts knows 
that Sunday is not a Christian word, but a pagan 
word, and if the use of that word commits the Con- 
stitution to any religion, it commits it to the pagan 
religion of Rome, with which the word Sunday is 
connected. Mr. Crafts admits that Sunday in the 
Constitution means only a “day of rest,” and not 
“a day of worship.” How, then, is it possible to 
make a Sabbath law out of it? It enjoins nothing. 
It does not tell the president what to do. It only 
givs him a chance to go fishing if he wants to. 
There is no obligation about it. 

Out of this root, “Sundays excepted,” hav come 
two Supreme Court decisions affirming this to be a 
Christian nation; five executiv acts of the presi- 
dents in Thanksgiving and Fast day proclamations 
by Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, Harrison, and 
Cleveland, and orders issued by the two latter for 
Sabbath observance in the army. Besides these 
acts of the presidents, are legislativ acts—one for- 
bidding the manufacture of whisky on Sunday—a 
beautiful recognition of Christianity indeed; an- 
other act that forbids the shooting of birds on 
Sunday; the World's Fair closing act, etc. Mr. 
Crafts indeed demonstrated the usurping tendency 
of the Christian church, in that it will take the two 
innocent and Secular words * Sunday excepted " to 
enforce upon this people a union of church and 
state. A resolution of censure of General Miles was 
passed for allowing the great bicycle race to open 
on Sunday. Think of these twenty-six white neck- 
tied reformers undertaking to run the army of the 
United States, the president, the general, and 
horse, foot, and artillery. : 

In the afternoon, with an audience, as I before 
remarked, of about sixty, the marriage question was 
discussed. Here is another opportunity for church 
despotism. These reformers want an amendment 
to the Constitution by which they can control the 
marriage institution. They purpose to make it a 
sacrament instead of a civil contract. The church 
must hav a hand in it always. If the church can 
control birth, marriage, death, and the Sunday, it 
has indeed a tremendous lever for the subjugation 
of humanity. So there is not only to be a theo- 
logical amendment to the Constitution, but also a 
divorce amendment by which there shall be divorce 
for one reason only, and that is adultery. A 
more cruel, inhuman, immoral, and detestable law 
cannot be imagined, and yet that is what these re- 
formers are after. They must make laws of divorce 
according to the scripture, and according to scrip. 
ture there is only one cause for divorce, and only 
the man can avail himself of that cause. The woman 
cannot. A man may be a drunkard, a criminal; 
he may beat his wife, desert her, refuse to support 
her, and yet according to these Christian reformers 
she cannot be free. ‘ What God has joined to- 
gether let not man put asunder," is theory of these 
pious politicians. It is all of a piece, theological 
tyranny and marriage tyranny. Put God in the 
Constitution and there is no more liberty. The 
living must be tied to the dead whatever may 
happen. It does not stop with “God in the Oon- 
stitution.” It means that the whole of human life, 
birth, love, marriage, business, home, and burial, 
and the grave itself, must all be under the supreme 
control of the church. The tremendous far-reaching 
and disastrous nature of this * national reform” is 
thus understood. 

The Christian Amendment came next in order of 
discussion. The Rev. J. M. Foster, of Boston, took 
the bull by the horns, and there was trouble. He 
declared that the Constitution was not a Christian 
Constitution. It was aniiOhristian—it was dis- 
loyal to the king of kings—it dishonored the son 
— and therefore the true Christian could hav noth- 
ing to do with it. He must not exercise his polit- 
ical privileges. He must withdraw. He was a 
traitor to Christ if he voted under the Constitution. 
It was a league with the devil and a covenant with 
hell. I must confess I liked the bold logic of Rev- 
erend Foster. He was really right according to the 
old Scotch Covenanters. The prospect of these 
pugnacious Christians withdrawing from political 
action was inde:d delightful. The Christian re- 
formers hav advised Infidels to go to “some wild, 
desolate land and build a government of their own,” 
and now they propose to do the same thing them- 
selvs voluntarily What & happy solution of the 
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question! But, alas! there was a kick at once. It 
was not unanimous. One man said if the Consti- 
tution of the United States was a wild horse, don’t 
let it run away, but catch it, bridle it, and make it 
run on the Ohristian track. The Rev. Mr. Fulton 
said, “I hav been appointed chairman for this even- 
ing, but I can’t preside if these are the sentiments 
of the convention.” There was an instant denial of 
this; it was an individual opinion, it ought not to 
hav been dragged in, etc., and so the matter was 
smoothed over. ‘But this small squad of half a 
hundred reformers are not united among themselvs. 
There is a radical difference of method, a rift in the 
lute, and sometime there will be a discordant sound. 
The old Scotch Covenanters will fling their bugle- 
cry, * Withdraw from the unholy alliance.” I am 
glad of it. The more they quarrel among them- 
selvs the better for liberty. It will giv us a chance 
knock them both out and preserve the Constitu- 
ion. 

In the evening less than one hundred were pres- 
ent. The mayor of Baltimore gave an address of 
welcome. He is a “ Reform” mayor, I understand, 
and is popular and welcomes all parties. He was 
careful not to commit himself to “National Re- 
form.” He merely pointed out the beauties of the 
city, and invited the delegates. to ita hospitality. 
He said he would as readily welcome other organi- 
zations whose objects might even be opposed to the 
principles of this association. The “ National Re- 
former" didn’t really like the mayor's speech. It 
was too broad and Liberal. I don’t know whether 
the mayor would welcome a Freethought conven- 
tion. According to his own confession, he ought to 
do so. At any rate he was scolded by the chairman 
for giving a greeting to some organization that was 
at odds with the “ God-party." On the whole, the 
mayor did his part well. 

Over the platform swung the motto, “God’s 
sovereignty is over all, the nation, the church, the 
family, the individual.” This formed the keynote 
of the evening poa It was enlivened by the 
return of Rev. Mr. George from Washington. 
where he had gone to push the * God-Amendment." 
This was ready and would be introduced on Mon- 
day in the House by Representativ Morse and in 
the Senate by Senator Frye. So the fight is on, 
and we must prepare to do our level best. If we 
don't, the “ Reformers” will get the better of Free- 
thought and the American republic. We hav a foe 
whose zeal in simply intolerant, and will never sur- 
render. Let Freethinkers be on the lookout for 
this amendment. Write to your Congressman about 
it. We must be on the move. We must not let 
these Christians win through our indifference. 
They are raising money for the fight. They repre- 
sent the logic of eighteen centuries of church rule. 
It won’t do to say they cannot succeed because 
they are a mere handful in convention. If it were 
a matter of art, of literature, of science, of univer- 
sal society, we might afford to laugh at the insig- 
nificance of our foe; but we are dealing with poli- 
tics, and because these “reformers” do represent 
the faith, the prejudice, the ignorance of the past, 
therefore must we the more fear them, for poli- 
ticians are of the same sort. We must educate our 
politicians and enlighten them. We must contest 
this thing in the halls of Congress.- The Christians 
are jubilant over their anticipations of victory. 
They are going to work. These men mean what 
they say and are in dead earnest. 

The resolutions of this convention must be care- 


fully read ; they will reveal a widespread plan for a. 


revolution in this Republic. 

I was pleased to meet with Mr. Moon, who repre- 
sents the Seventh Day Adventists. He is on hand, 
like myself. As I left the church I found our ever- 
watchful allies distributing tracts. I had a good 
notion to place some Trurs Szzxens in the pews of 
the church. Our friends, however, tried it with the 
American Sentinel, but every copy was picked up 
immediately and destroyed. Hence it would bea 
waste of labor to distribute Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

The labor problem was also discussed, but no 
solution was given, except faith in Christ and the 
Lord's prayer. I don't think this will satisfy the 
level-headed working man. 

I hav thus given a glimpse of the first day's pro- 
ceedings of the * National Reform Party." I shall 
hav some interesting matter, no doubt, for next 
week. I came here to study the situation, and I 
hav learned something. They wanted my name, 
not knowing me, on the roll of delegates, but I said 
no. They wantall the names they can get. Of 
eourse, in the eyes of the world, this will be a big 
convention. But as a matter of fact it is a jesuitical 
skeleton, playing upon the fears and superstitions 
of the people. Samvuet P. Purnam. 

Baltimore, Dec. 13, 1895. 
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Our Missionary Work. 


Several of our good friends hav written ug that 
in their opinion the work, “ Self- Contradictions of 
the Bible,” should go along with Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” as a missionary pamphlet. Mr. J. R 
Perry puts it thus: “As a missionary document 
the 144 Self-Contradictions will go hand in hand 
with the ‘Age of Reason.’ I think any person get- 
ting the one will get the other. It is the grubbing 
process, clearing out the roots and stones, necessary 
to preparing the soil for good seeds of common 
sense.” And as it is our delight to furnish the 
implements for this sort of agricultural operations, 
we are willing to do our part and will send the 
* Self-Contradietions of the Bible” to those who 
will distribute it among their Christian friends, 
FOR A DOLLAR A DOZEN. Or we will send 
twelve eopies to as many different ad- 
dresses for one dollar. S 

Now let the friends of Freethought turn to and 
circulate “Self-Contradictions” as well as the “Age 
of Reason.” Send both books out by the thousand 
and watch the result. Flood the country with 
them, and let the Christians know what their, holy 
paper fetich, the Bible, is like and why it is worth- 
less as a guide to any good. Í 

Tur Trurs Szexer’s offer to send eight copies of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason" to eight different ad- 
dresses for $1, to be used for missionary pur- 
poses, is still open. The best results are reported 
from this method of reaching intelligent believers 
and giving a new direction to their thoughts. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J, E. Remssure has been lecturing in the Dakotds and 
Manitoba. He starts east this month. E 


Tax Newark, N. J., Liberal League meets evary S 1n- 
day triormoqn at 3 o'clock at 177 Halsey st., corner of 
arket.. z 


Tur Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 7:30, every Sunday evening in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 


Tug Freethinkers’ Association of Dallas, Texas, meets 
every Sunday at 8 P x. in Liberty Hall, 228 South Ervay 
street. Dr. G. S. Lincoln, pres.; O. Paget, sec. All are 
welcome. 5 


Ts Omaha (Neb.) Philosophical Society meets every 
Sunday at 2.30 P.M., in Washington Hall, 18th and Har- 
ney streets. Questions pertaining to theology, Free- 
thought; and science freely discussed. All are welcome. 


Tar First Secular Church of Portland, Or., meets at 
7:45 every Sunday evening in Labor Council Hall; J. E. 
Hosmer, lecturer. Suaday-school at 11 a.m. Women’s 
Auxiliary meets Wednesday afternoons at 2.30 in the 
same hall. Olara Bailey, secretary Firat Secular Church. 


Tur Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia mests 
Wednesday evenings, at 8 o’clock, in the Skerrett Build- 
ing, northeast corner Ridge ave. and Green st; Miss M. 
P. McLeod, secretary, 218 So. Eighth st. Admission free, 
and all are invited. Radical Library open from 7:30 a.m. 
to 10 ».M.; dues, 15 cents per month. EE 


Dr. W. A. Onorrvr, recently executiv offiser of the 
United States Geographical Survey, and a well-known 
journalist and Freethinker of Washington, is organizing 
an excursion party to leave for Europe on the Uity of 
Rome on July 4th. He accompanied a similar party last 
summer, numbering 825, of whom he took 130 to Rome, 
and had an interview with the Pops. He hopes to hav 
even more Agnostics this year than last. . 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture engagements: : 
Dec. 2ist....... Linwood, O, Dec. 29th, Farmdale an 
Dee. 22d...... Cincinnati, O vicinity. 

' Jan. Sth......... Chicago, Ill. 


Tux Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for December: 

Dee. 23th —‘* Woman's Rights and Wrongs.” L. G. Raed. 
Dee. 27th —'*'Stirpieulture snd Prenatal Oulture." M. 
L. Holbrook, M.D. "e 

Tus Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o'elock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th atreet, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for December : 
Dec. 22d —‘‘ The Saviors of the World." Henry Rowley. 
Dec. 29th—‘‘ Natural Raligion.” Frederick W. Tavlor. 


Tar Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: NOM 
Dec. 22d— * Americanism and Catholicism." Samuel P. 


Putnam. 
Dee. 29th—'* The New Woman.” Mrs. Louise Mann- 


heimer. 
1 or er 


Colonel IngersolPs Lecture Appointments, . 
Dec. 22—Brooklyn, E D. (Williamsburg), N. Y. ....Bible 


Dec. 29—Jersey City, N. J............ eere The Bible 
Jan. 5—Detroit, Mich..................-. eee láinceoln 
Jan. 12— Toledo, Ohio ........... The Foundations of Faith 


Mr. Heston, Tug Trura Serxer artist, is illus- 
trator of * Coin’s” Silver Trumpet, a weekly publi- 
cation, and a Western friend of Tue Tnaurn SEEKER 
informs us that his excellent work as a caricaturist 
is, lauded to the skies by every free silver man. 


Hav you ordered your boliday books? If not 
see the list offered on page 813. 
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Letters of Friends. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


my silence, and I because of his frothy 
vaporings. Gro. F. ELLIOTT. 


seription. I hav taken THE TRUTH SEEKER 
since the year 1882. I hav never got tired 
of it as yet, and I think it is doing more 


Here They Come! 
Pensacona, FLA., Deo. 8, 1895. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $8, for which 
please send THe TRUTH SEEKER one year 


and the ** Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Gro. Woop MERIWETHER. 


-Sanpwicw, Mass., Deo. 5, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $8, subscrip- 
tion to THE TRUTH SEEKER for one year 
ard the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
M. F. Deano, M.D. 


Detroit, Mics., Nov. 27, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $10— $3 of 
this sum is to pay for Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year for Chas. Schmied. Send 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
to me, and giv me credit for the balance 
. on. my subscription to the paper. You 
may send ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book” to me or 
Mr. Schmied. ANDREW BRANDAU. 


R DeEnvER, Cor., Nov. 80, 1895. 
Mr. Eprtor: Please send TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER and ** Pictorial Text-Book" to ad- 
dress on the inclosed card, and for the bal- 
ance of money inclosed send me the books 
on the list I send you herewith. I was 
very glad to enroll Mr. Siebold on your 
list of subscribers, for he will leave the 
papers on the tables of the Turn Hall, and 
they will be read by the members of the 
Turn Verein. Mr. Siebold. is a stanch 
Freethinker, and so are many more of the 
members of the Turner’s Society. Geo. 
Macdonald’s remarks on the late wedding 
of title and wealth were well put. ‘‘’Tis 

true, ’tis pity; pity ’tis "tis trus.” 
Yours fraternally, I.. N. SHORE. 


-Wrvona, Minn., Dec. 2, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: I noticed your ‘‘ad” in the 
Freethought Magazine and sent to you 
for a few sample copies of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. The samples came and I found 
your paper to be just what a Freethinker 
desires. 

I am very much opposed to the theoc- 
racy which would deprive citizens of their 
liberty, and gladly help to support a paper 
so fearless.as yours. 

I inclose herewith $3 for one year’s sub- 
scription and & copy of the ‘‘ Pictorial 
Text-Book.” 

The. Freethinkers of to-day owe to pos- 
terity every effort in their power to pre- 
serve the Constitution and liberty for 
which Jefferson, Madison, Washington, 
and Paine so earnestly and assiduously 
fought. Year after year religious laws are 
enacted, and year after year priestcraft is 
gaining control of our country. 

** Eternal vigilance is the price of lib- 
erty.” 

European church history seems to be re- 
peating itself in the United States, and it 
behooves the people of this country to be 
on their guard or liberty will be only a 
name. I.wish your paper every success 
and that through its influence Freethought 
will spread throughout our country, per- 
petvating liberty for man, woman, and 
child. WALDEMAR PuTSCE. 


He Has Received Some Good Books. 
TELLURIDE, Con., Nov. 26, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $10, for 
which please send me for one year your 
valuable paper. For the balance, $7, you 
can send me recent Freethought literature, 
including Mr. Ingersoll’s late lectures. 
J. E. McCoy. 


- To Turn Christians to the Light. 
NavaaTUoOE, Conn., Dec. 5, 1895. 

Msz. Enprror: Inclosed please find $2, 
for which send me ‘‘ Prose-Poems and Se- 
leetions," by Robert G. Ingersoll, in the 
$1.50 edition, and also a cabinet photo- 
graph of Colonel Ingersoll. . 

I receive THe TRUTH SEEKER every 
week. It isa great paper. I wish it had 


the circulation of the New York World. I. 


read it entirely through, and then hand it 
to some Christian friend, hoping it may be 
the means of turning him from his sinful 
ways and that he may see the light. 

With best wishes, CLARENCE CURRIER, 


A Hard Struggle for Life, 
Laxz SHonr, Uran, Nov. 20, 1895. 
Msz. Epiror: After so very long I inclose 


the small amount of $2 to apply to my sub- 


good for the masses of the people than any 


other paper in this country; but, Friend 
Macdonald, I hav been so badly pressed 
financially the last three years—being 
now on the eve of losing my home at the 
age of sixty-two, after twenty years of in- 
cessant labor upon it, by foreclosure of 
mortgage—that I should hav stopped my 
TRUTH SEEKER two years since, but it 
seemed às though I could not part with 
it; it has become second nature to me 
to look for it every week, and then I love 
the society it keeps; but I despise to be in 
arrears With my subscription, and I feel 
that I will be obliged to stop it at least for 
the present. I hav tried very hard to get 
the whole I owe you to send with this. 

I wish the grand old TRUTH SEEKER and 
Heston every success. H. S. Brooxs, 


Thinks Flatteringly of Jesus. 
New Yonr, Dee. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: I had no idea that I owed 


you $4.75. Isend you $5—twenty five cents 
for interest on the back account. 
agree with you in your estimate of the 
character of Jesus Christ. 
the corruptions of his professing advocates 
and especially those who follow the advice 
of St. Paul the apostle to the Romans, 
wherein he is quoted as Saying, ‘‘ Yea, let 
God be true, but every man a liar, as it is 
written, that thou mayest be justified in thy 
sayings and mightest overcome when thou 
art judged. For if the truth of God hath 
more abounded through my lie unto his 
glory, why yet am I also judged as a 
sinner?” 
of the effect of his doctrin on the Oor- 
inthian church, he would not hav been 
the Jesuit or Calvinist he was, for he 
allows that they were guilty of crimes 
not so much as named amongst the 
Gentiles, and at last, as we read in the 
Revelations, all liars were condemned 
to hell with the cowards, for cowards are 
always liars. 
ble of the garden of Eden, it was not the 
stealing of the fruit of the tree of knowl- 
edge by Eve, but the lies of Satan that. 
induced her to steal; and yet St. Paul 
taught some of the greatest truths ever 
promulgated. But as to some men 


I do not 


I think it is 


But if St. Paul had known more 


And according to the para. 


So much they scorn the throng 
That if the mob by chance go right, 
They purposely go wrong. 


I hav something more to say, but hav 


not time to spare at present. 


Respectfully, CriwTroN ROOSEVELT. 


Conversion of ** Bob Ingersoll.” 


SoLDIERS’ Home, NOROTON, pu 
Deo. 5, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: Your paper is just to my 


liking, especially the editorials and Obser- 
vations. 


I hav wondered for a long time 
why Christians did not try to suppress 
it. I suppose it is because you were a 
law-abidiag citizen, and so they could not 
get you by the hair as they wished without 
special legislation, which would hav to be 


very tyrannical before you would break 


the law. 
So the goody-goody Christian Endeav- 


orers and Church Leaguers hav been call- 
ing on their Big Joss to convert Colone] 
Ingersoll to Christianity! 
better than an appeal to the city to arrest 
him for blasphemy. 
colonel is willing that they should waste 
their breath in prayer for him. It was 
only the week before last thatI fell in with 
another cripple, who told me that ‘‘Bob 
Ingersoll” had renounced his unbelief in 
the Christian religion, and said that he had 


Well, that is 


I guess that the 


always believed in it. I tried to make a 


reply and bring proof that he, the cripple, 
was mistaken if he thought so. 
of no use; he would nothear a word in reply 


But it was 


and used all of the time making affirma. 
tions, with no proof, and I could not get in 
a word edgewise. 

He seemed to think that affirmation was 
proof and denial was refutation when 
made by himself; and so, because I did not 
reply to him, that was proof that he was 
right. I knew ''conceit was as good as 
eonsumption if one died of the effects;" 
and I thought if ignorance were bliss, how 
foolish it would be for me to enlighten him, 
if such a thing were possible? SolI gave 
up the attempt, and each of us was more 


confirmed in our opiniong—he, because of 


my subscription. 
gratitude to you for patience, for defense 
of equal rights, for the maintaining of lib- 
erty, for watehfulness and the unveiling 
of the moves of the narrow-minded, for 
cautioning and instructing those on whose 
shoulders rests our liberty, for defending 
those who are slandered, for driving away 
the shadows of superstition, and last, but 
not least, for keeping before the people 
an instructiv editorial department from 


is our enlightener. 


Thanksgiving. 
Lexinaton, Kx., Nov. 16, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: What is the glory of the 
nineteenth century. the grand culmination 
of nature’s forces, the highest point, also, 
of man’s achievement? What is the out- 
come of evolutionary power, in the prog- 
ress or upward tendency of events? A 
Thanksgiving proclamation! Think of 
Julius Cæsar, Socrates, or Bonaparte, 
composing anything so childish, so. ab- 
surd, so fatal to the dignity of the nation! 
Bonaparte was, at least, religious; he was 
sincere. But aman, high in office, kneel- 
ing to a fancied creator, in so servile a way 


in the presence of the people, is a sight 


disgusting in the extreme. 
A gentle reminder would hav been suf- 


ficient, and not hav alienated so many 
free, high-toned hearts and reasonable 
minds. 
prostrate yourself before a trio of heathen- 
ish gods, whose existence is doubtful, and 
whose aots hav reflected no credit on them- 
selvs or their worshipers.” 


“Lay aside your business and 


How many great men hav wished to see 


this day dawn fullof realized promis. But 
behold the result of the deep investigations 
of many ages, the scientific toil of giant 
minds, which one would think were able to 
influence the general mind cf the people. 
Instead of trained thinkers, we hav artful 
money lovers. 
eager to obtain jewels of thought, the ideas 
of the nation are attenuated, dissipated, 
the silly act of devotion being the most 
absorbing occupation, the surest way of 
obtaining all that is prized or sought. 


Instead of a heroic spirit, 


Our president has stooped too low to se- 


cure to a frivolous nation a day when the 
sanctified recital of gloomy prayers will 
usher in a feast of turkeys and other things 
obtained by the unthinking crowd from 
every quarter of the known world. 


Respectfully, ALHAZA. 


Talks with Voice and Money. 
OuzMEE, N. D., Deo. 2, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: At last I am able to renew 
I cannot express my 


which shines forth a humanitarian light, 


a brotherly love, & feeling for social union 
between man and man, between country 
and country, nation and nation. 


I like to 
be with you, love to read your thoughts, 
indorse your actions, and would, if able, 
stand with you to push the shadows away. 
Our George is the right man in the right 
place, and I don’t see how we could get 
along without the Observations. Putnam 
Then we hav a 
Steiner. Kate Kehm Smith is gone, but 
we hav a Susan H. Wixon. Otto Wettstein 


is on hand now and then, and John Peck 


never lets the sound die. But ‘‘them 
pictures!” Can Watson Heston think to 
pass off such an old thing for Jesus Christ, 
dressing him up in nineteenth century 
clothes, to make him presentable, to oc- 
enpy a place with Uncle Sam? That Cana- 
dian authorities did not like to see him 
thus civilized is no wonder. Bat I 
guess Heston is right; if he had not made 
a suit of clothes for him, he would never 
hav had any. 

Those who think that liberty is in no 
danger can not be in connection with 
their Christian neighbors. I hav heard a 
number of preachers, and all say that re- 


ligion that can’t go into politics is no relig-- 


ion. They advise political action for the 
enforcing of Sunday laws, for the building 
up of the Christian religion, for Christian 
schools and the training of the young for 
Christian rights, and I cannot think of all 
else. They point out with pride that this 
is a Christian nation, and praise the Puri- 
tans for establishing the same. Their pa- 
tience is gone; they cannot bear to be 
spoken against, They must hav a god and 
a day to tell the people all about him. 
They cannof liv without the illusion 
of & first cause, the preaching of the same, 
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and an imaginary heaven to go to when 
they die. They must also hav the degrad- 
ing story of a hell, a bottomless pit. 
(Pshaw! don’t they know that the bottom is 
out?) I fancy the man whose mind from 


childhood is polluted with such idle tales 
is a slave to himself, and dies in fear of 
being condemned for some little mistake 
he committed in life’s beautiful days. 


You will find $5 inclosed herein. . 
WARNER WELIN. 


Wants Plain Language. 


Curacoa, Doros W. I., Oct, 11, 1895. 
Mz, Eprror: I received ‘‘ No. Begin- 


ning” and the tracts you mailed with 
the parcel. 
dollar greenback. It is not very easy to 
find a greenback or banknote here. Please 
send me 


Inclosed you will find one 


‘Myth and Miracle” and 
**Which Way,” by Ingersoll, and I will 


look for another dollar greenback. Ex- 
cuse my penuriousness; I am nota man of 
money. Beiug a Freethinker, I sympa- 
thize with Tux TRUTH SEEKER, and Iad- 
mire your constancy in editing a paper 
whose income, as I believe, can't afford 
you more than a moderate livelihood. 
Tur Trota SEEKER is ahead of its time, 
butnever mind; you work for the future 
generations. 
church power; but nevertheless I still try 
to show her up through the press here. 
The power of the Christian church consists 
in the stupidity of the people. 
ize the sciences, and you thereby destroy 
the ignorance of thechurch. Christianity 
is a great lie which has taken root in the 
mind. 
its time of culture; but it is now demoral- 
izing mankind. Try to ridicule in a cor- 
ner of Tug Trouts SEEKER every week the 
faith, the dogmas, and every article of 
this stupid creed. 
vastly more harm to Christianity than 
Voltaire, because of his plainness of lan- 
guage, hia simple and clear arguments. 
Most men do not write plainly, therefore 
are not convincing. 
passed Voltaire. 
and powerful in his reasoning, but he was 
somewhat of a_ believer. 
truthful, an unbeliever, mild, and, what 
is more desirable, is plain in al] his sayings. 
The ridiculousness of Christianity must be 
exposed; that is the way to meet it, to van- 
quish it. 
philosophy, 
theology and brings confusion. 
ner, Vogt, 
are our men, not Kant, Hegel, et al. I 
try now and then to write plain language 
(Dutch) for the people about soul, im- 
mortality, etc. 


I am also a victim of the 


Popular- 


It was a form of progress, snd had 


Ingersoll has done 


Ingersol] has sur- 
Voltaire was sarcastic 


Ingersoll is 


We do not care so much for 
because philosophy helps 
Büch- 
Spencer, Huxley, Haeckel, 


I hope that Tue Trora SEEKER will 


make its way, and my best wishes are for 
your success. 


J. N. Moret. 


Texas Freethought Fragments. 
Darras, Tex., Dec. 8, 1895. 
Mr. Eprron: The Dallas Association of 


Freethinkers still livs and is still skimming 
over the surface of thought, stopping once 
in a while to- drop a large boulder of truth 
into the ‘‘orthodox” quagmire. 


Since 
our celebrated prayer-test with Mrs. 


Sweeney we hav not had much of a sensa- 


tional character except one instance, as 
follows: Rev. W. A. Jarre] came into my 
office one day, and said he wished to ac- 
cept our challenge to debate, but subse- 


quent events showed that he wanted to 


make a counter challenge requiring us to 
produce ‘‘a representativ man outside of 
Texas" to debate with him. He utterly 
refused to debate with a woman, saying 
that & woman naturally had the sympa- 
thies of an audience. I had him put his 
proposals in writing and duly presented 
them to the society, which instructed me 
to inform Rev. Mr. Jarrel that we had 
talent in Texas fully able to meet him or 
any other Christian. He came out in an 
article in the paper in which he showed his 
modesty by speaking of himself as ‘‘ being 
internationally known as a voluminous 
book author," and as ‘‘ the most noted de- 
bater in the South among the Baptists.” 
The same day I received a postal card ad- 
dressed to ‘‘ Dr. Lincoln, M.D.” This, of 
course, showed his scholarly.ability. We 
offered to produce a man to debate with 
him, but we refused to send elsewhere 
for one. 

Let me giv other societies a word of ad- 


I vice, Do not try to raise money to keep a 
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lecturer, on hand, because half the money 
invested in Freethought pamphlets will do 
more effectiv work, and because any lect- 
urer becomes monotonous, and the audi- 
ence loses interest. We hav found that 
home talent, free discussion, and an occa- 
sional lecture by some Freethonght pilgrim 
is the best way to promote our cause. I 
am all the time urging our members to 
read Tus TRUTH SEEKER and other Lib- 
eral papers. No man can keep up with 
the times unless he does. Oar cause ia 


' growing here and we hav many friends. 


Our firm opposition to the American Pro- 


tectiv Association and the way that we 


ventilated their methods and principles 
gsined us many friends. 


With best wishes for the old Truta 
SEEKER, which shows its good work by the 
enemies it makes, such as Caron and other 


bigots, and crusaders’ papers, I remain, 
most sincerely, your friend, 
Q, S, Linooun. 


Logic. 
TxwasBono, Mass., Nov. 11, 1895. 
Mr. Eprros: I think that Mr. S. P. 
Putnam's address on ‘‘ Rome or Reason ” 


before the Secular Convention is the most 
logieal of all his logical efforts, and the 


elearest concise exposition of the situation 
that has baen made. 
olic church,” illogically so-called, has in- 
deed, as he says, fostered logic, but after 
its own fashion and for its own benefit, so 
no thanks are due it for that, but rather 
blame, for it first condemned Aristotle and 
all his works, but when it found that, ow- 
ing to the Saracens and the Jews, he was 
as lively as Banquo’s ghost for all the 
damning, it made a sort of scientific god 
of him, sanctified both his paganism and 
his blunders, not only stealing his wisdom, 
but damning all those who presumed to 
know or dared to guass anything which he 
had not written. 

But all high learning in Catholic schools 
has been for the priesthood for the sake of 
the ‘‘ machine "—all for power to rule in- 
stead of to educate the people for self- 
government. But this, like all false 
schemes, is working out its own undoing, 
as some of its wise-men acknowledged. 
Tha Western Watchman (Catholico), in 
comparing the Christian Endeavor con- 
vention with that of the young Catholics, 
says that the latter snffars by the contrast, 
for, whereas most of the Endeavor leaders 
and many of their followers are graduates 
of colleges and universities, and thus well 
qualified for au offensiv and defensiv in- 
tellectual warfare, the young Oatholic 
League is almost wholly destitute of such 
equipments, and though in advance of the 
priests in ideas, yet they hav to depend 
upon the clergy in carrying out their pro- 
jects. ^ 

It strikes me as though too many of 
those who boast of being *' Freethinkers" 
are in & like boat, and much, if not all, 
their cogitation is but the rattle of the 
** wheels in their head "—reasoning in cir- 
eles—and repetition of other men's say- 
ings without sense of the premises or trace 
of the chain of argument. It is notori- 
ously true that a large part of whai is said 
against religious dogmas consists of sneers 
and ridicule, and though much of this is 
warranted by the ridiculosity of the sub- 
jeot, much of it also is misplaced, unde- 
fanded or.indefensible, owing to the bad 
logic and werse information of the assail- 
ant, Indeed, the last resort of the church 
advocates, both Catholic and Protestant, is 
‘tif it were not for the churches, where 
would be the colleges?”—and they listen 
for the echo to answer—‘‘ Where?" Bnt 
echo always has the last word and says— 
** Colleges.” Yes, there would be colleges, 
and better ones, without than with the 
churches, without than with the fictions of 
religion and the authority of priesthood, 
because all that is best in the colleges, 
science and philosophy, such as they hav, 
first suffered persecution by these same 
churches and priests, and then got in be- 
cause they could not be kept ont. Thus 
verily, ‘‘the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence and the violent take it by force,” 

But in this day and land of boasted in- 
dependence, with a secular government, a 
secular society, and a Freethought federa- 
tion (the last two fused together), there 
ought to be an independent secular school, 
or some sort of institution standing upon 
its own merits ag an expounder of nature 


**'The Roman Oath- 
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and exponent of the untrammeled and un- 
trammeling mind of man. A school fit to 
train soldiers of the secular army, to save 
men from ignorance and superstition— 
from immorality now, not from its punish- 
ment hereafter. But, first of all, let us 
hav logic, the chain of truth, and there- 
fore the science of sciences and the art of 
arts; a science unknown in the public 
schools, an art not practiced by the com- 
mon people, a word often named’ by those. 
who cannot giv it even a definition, and 
are unaware that there are books on the 
subject. A science which our most popu- 
lar spokesman says ‘‘cannot be taught” 
because it is ‘‘the child of a clear brain 
and pure heart.” As well might he say 
that arithmetic, grammar, music, law, eto., 


cannot be taught for the same reasons. 


These are the reasons, and the sole rea- 
sons, why any good things can be taught, 
because they are reasonable and - pure, 


| and the only reason why anything should 


be taught. Hence those who rail and jeer 
at logic most the most need to learn its 
principles. 

The part I hav taken, both privately and 
publicly, by tongue and pen, by conversa- 
tion and correspondence, by sermon, lect- 
ure, and debate, long ago convinced mo, 
by the responses received, that most of the 
eff srt was labor lost on those addressed. I 
found that only those who had studied 
logie as a science could follow me unless I 
turned my discourse into story, and those 
who were acquainted with that science 
somelimes volunteered the compliment 
that my discourse was all logic, and not 
infrequently did me the greater honor of 
accepting and avowing my conclusi ns, 
though contrary to their previous opinions. 

Pursuant to all this I hav labored hard 
for the past two years, in addition to what 
I had previously studied and taught, to 
understand the principles and methods of 
logic and prepare a small text-book on the 
subject, . which I hav named ‘‘ How to 
Think,” for use in grammar and high 
schools, and for the benefit of those whc 
care to think well but who hay passed their 
school time. The plan of my book ex- 
cludes metaphysical wrangling and theo- 
logical dogmatism; it translates the turgid 
technicalities, which hav encumbered the 
science, into common English, and, whilst 
retaining all that is essential of ‘‘ dialectic 
forms” in common use, excludes the mass 
of rebus-like ‘‘modes and figures,” which 
rather weary than instruct the student. 
Thus the work has been brought within 
two hundred pages, but yet awaits the 
means of publication. I hope those who 
know something of my ideas and style 
will giv me some practical encouragement. 
Meantime, I seek to giv lectures and es- 
tablish classes where I can, for the dispans- 
ing of the knowledge of this science, be- 
lieving that the result will prove that 
where logic abounds common sense will 
much more abound. Jonn P, Gump. 


A Christian Well Answered. 
Junotion Orry, Kan., Nov. 20, 1895. 

Ma. Enprron: A contract was made at 
Dallas, Texas, June 4th, between Mrs. 
Sweeney, Evangelist of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union at that place, 
and John R. Charlesworth and Mr. Paget, 
that the lady was to pray three months 
to convince them that there was a God, 
and in case of failure of the lady’s prayers 
she was to admit that God did not exist 
and that there was no efficacy in prayer. 
I cut the press dispatch out of the Kansas 
City Star and kept it until the time was 
up, and then attached the clipping to a 
letter to Mrs. Sweeney, which I wrote 
September 8th, inquiring the result of the 
test, and adding that if she could giv me 
any evidence of there being a personal 
God, I would be pleased to hav her do so, 
as I was a conscientious Infidel and doubted 
the existence of a God, and was honestly 
in search of light on the subject. I also 
asked Mrs. Sweeney for her permission to 
published our correspondence upon the 
subject, in answer to which she says in 
her reply attached hereto, dated October 
2d, that I can ‘‘ use it as I see fit.” 

I send the lady’s letter for you to pub- 
lish, and I will make reply to her through 
the columns of TRE IRUTH SEEKER and 
mail her a copy of the paper. 

Orrion EvaNaELISTIO SUPEBINTENDENT, 
Darras, TEx , Oot. 3, 1895. 
Mz, J. BAnNES, Junotion City, Kansas, 


Dear Sir: Y hav just returned home and 
find your favor of the 8th in waiting. The 
article you refer to is correct down to Mr. 


-Paget’s stipulation; that is a mistake that T 


corrected in the next day’s paper. After 
an experience of forty-six years I could 
not hav made such a contract, and the fact 
that prayer was not efficacious in behalf 
of those two men when. not only I, but 
thousands of Christians all over the coun- 
try, were praying for them, only proved to 
me that it is possible for the holy spirit (as 
the Bible teaches) to take its everlasting 
flight from the hearts of men who make a 
mockery of God and his power. ‘You say 
you are an Infidel, but a conscientious one, 
and in search of light on this subject. Oh, 
my brother, if you seek knowledge in the 
right way your doubts will soon be 
things of the past. But vousay, ‘‘I donot 
believe in the Bible, and T hav no evidence 
that there is a God.” ^ Then there is onlv 
one way by which your mind can be at rest 
on this question. If you are honest, go 
into yonr room (say nothing to any ona) 
and, for once, kneel by your bedside each 
day with the Bible that you don’t helieve 


in unopened before you, and say, ‘‘O God, ` 


it thou art an all-wise being and can see 
down into my heart, then thou knowest 
that I doubt thv ex'stence, but being an 
honest. seeker after light &m willing, and 
do now bring my heart to thee with all its 
doubts, unbeliefs, and sin, and ask thee to 
lead me out of this darkness into perfect 
licht;? then open the book and read one 
chapter, But yousay. **Idon'tbelieve that 
book." I am not asking you to believe. T 
am arking you to be honest with yourself, 
and, God's word for it, ere long yon will 
realize the wonderful blessine that. will 
come to your heart and life. That is what 
we all want, happiness; you never heard 
of anyone regretting at death that they 
hed lived a Christian. So if I am mis- 
taken it will not harm me at that day, for 
it zivs the greatest happiness here; but if 
Infidelitv is a mistake, then there is no re- 
pentance beyond the grave, I close by 
asking you onequestion. Did your mother 
teach you this doctrin? I hav nothing 
but the kindest feelings for honest men 
seeking after the truth. aud hav ever been 
treated very kind!v by your society, and 
bav a standing invitation from their presi- 
dent, Dr. Lincoln, to address them at any 
time, but I so dislike the publicity it givs, 
so hav thus far declined. The Freethink- 
ers say: that the God of the Bible is a 
cruel, revengeful God. -Well, suppose he 
is, will unbelieving in him make him less 
so? Yes. the Bible does teach that God, 
out of Christ. is a consuming fire, but in 
and through Christ heisa pardoning God, 
and Christ is a loving, sympathizing sa- 
vior, one who saves us from our sins and 
brings such & joy and peace into our 
hearts that we would not exchange it for 
the wealth of the world. : 

May the God whom I love to honor 
bring you unto himself, is the prayer of 
vour unknown corresvondent. Let me 
hear from you again, if yon like. 

S. J. Sweeney, W.C.T.U. Evangelist. : 


REPLY. 


Junotion Orry, Kan., Nov. 25, 1895. 

M^s. S. J. Sweeney, W. C. T. U. Evan- 
gelist, Dallas, Tex., Respected Madam: 
Yours of October 2d received and contents 
carefully noted, and as you hav given 
your permission that I may use your letter 
as I see fit, I take the liberty to reply 
through Tax TRUTH SEEKER, and will mail 
you a copy, which you will kindly consider 
the same as my having written direct to 
you, and I would be pleased to hear from 
you at any time. : 

I am bound to accept your statement 
that the stipulation referred to in the 
newspaper article I sent you—that you 
were, in ease of failure to hav your pray- 
ers answered, to publicly admit that ** God 
does not exist and that there is no effizacy 
in prayer ”—was a mistake on the part of 
the reporter. You say that, after an ex- 
perience of forty six years, you could not 
hav made such a contract. Indeed, I 
should think that length of time sufficient 
to test any theory. It did not take me 
nearly so long to arrive at the conclusion 
that prayers were not answered, and since 
arriving at that conclusion I hav never 
learned of an instance of their being an- 
swered. 

It is absurd to pray to an unchangeable 
God and ask him to change something, 
You represent him as being unchangeable, 
do you not? You represent him as infinit 
in knowledge, do you not? Then why be 
continually asking him to change this or 
that to please you? Why tell him what he 
should do, if he has infinit knowledge? 
Why pray to him to make himself known 
to Mr. Charlesworth and Mr. Paget? Did 
not he know that they were Infidels and 
doubted his existence, just as well before 
you and the thousands you speak of had 
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prayed three months that he make himself 
known to them? Why- did he not. answer 
those prayers and convert two men when 
it was so easy for him to do so, and such a 
good opportunity to prove his existence to 
the thousands who were watching the case? 


There is not the least particle of an excuse 
for his Not answering those prayers. 

You say that the Bible teaches that. the 
“holy spirit” will take its everlasting 


flight from the hearts of men who make a 
mockery of God and his powers. 
Bible also teaches, ‘‘ Ask and ye shall re- 
ceive.” 
not teach, and also tell me anything that 
it does teach, and I will show you some- 
thing from the same book contra icting 
that teaching. The idea of a God to whom 


The 


Please tell me something it does 


you can turn in time of trouble for assist- 


ance, is a very beautiful idea, but the 
question is, is this Goda fact—does he 
hear prayer and answer it? Raason and 


experience answer No. Then why not ao- . 


cept the inevitable, and get up from our 
knees, stand erect, and depend upon our- 


selva and humanity only in our struggle 
for existence? If there were a personal 
God, innocence should be a perfect shield, 
and justice would always prevail, but such 
is not the case. Mrs. Sweeney, I will 
agree that, for every fact you will cite to 
me going to show that. there is.a personal 
God, I will call your attention to ¿wo facts 


in nature showing that there is none. 


I was brought up to believe in a God, 


and also to believe that a rainbow was a 


sign that the world would not again be 


drowned. The phenomenon of the rain- 
bow is now easily explained by school chil- 


dren, and consequently it is quite generally 
accepted that the writer of that myth in 
the Bible was mistaken about the cause of 


the rainbow, and I think now that those 


who taught me .that there is a God who 
hears and answers prayers, and who is dis- 
pleased if I work or play on Sunday, or 
do not believe the Bible to be his work, or 
that the world was made out of nothing 
(or his omnipotence, as Talmage explains 
it) in six days, were just mistaken; they 
were honest about it, may be, but were 
certainly mistaken. You ask me if ‘‘my 
mother taught me my present beliefs,” 
No, she did not; she died when I was niné 


years of age, aud my uncle was appointed 


my guardian, and was very strict with me 
in religious matters always. I hav been 
through all the experiences common’ to 
Christians, and I thought that I was in 
the straight and narrow (how very narrow) 
path, and had only to go along believing 
and studying the Bible and saying my 
prayers, and I would be sure to get to 
heaven, The main thing I was taught was 
the necessity of belief. I finally began to 
doubt, then to read the other side, which 
had always been carefully kept from me, 
and, in fact, I didn’t suppose there was any 
“other side” until I commenced to inves- 
tigate for myself, and now I find that it is 
possible for one to be happy and enjoy life, 
and be just as honest, and & great deal 
more considerate of the rights and happi- 
ness of others, without fearing any God, 
or devil, or hell.. 

If there is a just God, he caunot deal 
harshly with a man who tries to do as near 
right as possible; earns an honest living 
for himself and those dependent upon him; 
pays his debts, and does not interfere with 
others having the same rights he claims 
for himself. ‘* One world at a time,” is a 
good motto. We find ourselvs here; we 
may not be able to satisfactorily explein 
how we cams here, but it don’t matter. It 
is of far more importance that we each try 
to make this life as pleasant as possible, 
than it is to speculate about some other life 
of which we know nothing. 

If immortality is a fact, then there is not 
the least doubt that we will find ourselvs 
adapted to its conditions. 

Now, Mrs. Sweeney, I hav not followed 
your instructions in the matter of daily 
prayer, as given in your letter, just be- 
cause I know it would fail. I know it 
from experience—the best of teachers. 
However, I sincerely thank you for the 
advice, which I think came from a desire 
on your part fo help me. 

How can a believer claim with consist- 
ency that she ‘‘knows God,” when the 
Bible says that he is incomprehensible and 
past finding out (Job xxxvii, 23; Rom. xi, 
38)? Yours respectfully, 

J: Je BARNES, 
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faculty in the victim which the men of 
science call **Attention." It is easy to be- 
lieve that a bird may havits attention fixed 
on the snake, which either frightens it so 
it does not fly at once, or arouses its curi- 
osity, when it stops to take a second look 
and gets struck. The bird flying into the 
snake’s mouth makes an interesting addi- 
tion to the story, but that part is probably 
thought out by the witness afterwards. 
Stories of remarkable happenings always 
grow by accretion—that is, by being added 
to—and people generally prefer a marvel- 
ous explanation to any other. 

So, too, we often hear of animals and 
persons ''paralyzed by fear." In the 
woods I hav come upon rabbits suddenly, 
and though they are the timidest of ani- 
mals, they let me approach to within a few 
feet, when, recovering the power of loco- 
motion, they skipped; and they always ran 
from me—never towards me. As soon 88 
there was motion the spell broke. I onee 
saw a girl so frightened when a cow looked 
at her that she corldn't move—though the 
cow had quite a pleasant countenance— 
and her mouth dropped open. Sometimes 
a cat will get her attention fixed on a rat- 
hole and you may make considerable dis- 
turbance without distracting it. Again, 
when you are interested in what a speaker 
is saying you sit still, and may not know 
it if you are lightly touched (by a pick- 
pocket maybe) You say the speaker 
** charms" you, but, if you were to move, 
his influezce would be temporarily lost. 
To be jostled or spoken to at such a mo- 
ment is almost as unpleasant as being 
ealled to get up in the morning right in the 
interesting part of a dream. This is At- 
tention, and you are not ‘‘ mesmerized.” 

I think that if our Editor of the Corner 
would write to Dr. Stejneger he would send 
her his work on snakes. As she is also a 
school teacher, a school director, and a 
commissioner besides, he ought to be glad 
to put his work in her hands where it would 
do so muoh good. She could then giv us 
the latest word on this interesting topio, 
and Comrades Gohram and Berry could 
make a note of it. READER. 
New York. 


Ghildron’ s (Serner. 


Edıted by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
fiver, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


A Laugh in Church. 


She sat on the sliding cushion, 
The dear, wee woman of four; 

Her feet, in their shiny slippers, 
Hung dangling over the floor, 

She meant to be good; she had promised; 
And 80, with her big, brown eyes, 

She stared at the meeting-house windows, 
And counted the crawling flies. 


She looked far up at the preacher, 
But 8he thought of the honey bees 
Droning away in the blossoms 
That whitened the cheery trees. 
She thought of a broken basket, 
Where, curled in a dusky heap, 
Three sleek, round puppies, with Sringy ears, 
Lay snuggled and fast asleep. 


Such soft, warm bodies to cuddle, 
Such queer little hearts to beat, 

Such swift, round tongues to kiss, 
Such sprawling, cushiony feet. 

She could feel in her clasping fingers 
The touch of the satiny skin, 

And a cold, wet nose exploring 
The dimples under her chin. 


Then a sudden ripple of laughter 
Ran over the parted lips 

So quick that she could not catch it 
With her rosy finger tips. 

The people whispered, '* Bless the child,” 
As each one waked from a nap, 

But the dear, wee woman hid her face 
For shame in her motber's Jap. 


—Londsn Amusing Journal. 
es 


On Snakes. 


EDITOR or THE CHILDREN’S Copner: In 
ihe case of the prairie-dogs, owls, and 
snakes which your correspondents are dis- 
cussing, the most testimony seems to be in 
favor of the side taken by “H. G." Mrs. 
Jones, of Wyoming, you notice, says that 
ihe snakes and owls prey on the puppies 
of the prairie-dog, which would account 
for their entering the dog-holes. We al- 
ways find animals looking for their ous- 
tomary food in the places where they are 
most likely to find it. 'Then Mrs. Wiley, 
who livs in Texas, tellsus that rattlesnakes 
swallow rats, as you would think they 
ought to from their name; and if rats, 
why not young prairie-dogs? Owlsappear 
to kav about as good an appetite as the os- 
trich; they will swallow other birds whole, 
and in a little while spit out the feathers 
rolled up in a globular wad; so it is said. 

The question why the rattlesnake rattles 
before biting, has been asked. Religious 
people say that it is a providential warning 
to prevent injury to innocent animals and 
man; but a providence kind enough to 
make such an arrangement as that, would 
not hav made poisonous snakes in the first 
place. Probably the rattlesnake shakes 
his tajl for the same reason that other ani- 
mals do when disturbed; and perhaps it is 
for the same reason that a man gesticulates 
violently when excited. Such motions 
help to work off à surplus of nervous en- 
ergy that has no other means of escape. 

It is now denied that (as I was taught 
when a boy) you can tell a rattler's age by 
the number of rings on his rattle—one for 
each year. Old and largesnakesare found 
with only one ring, and on others new 
rings grow in the course of three cr four 
months. 

About the ‘‘ charming " power of snakes 
ihere ought not to be much debate. Since 
eareful study has been made of the sub- 
ject, naturalists no longer believe that 
snakes charm their prey. Dr. Leonard 
Stejneger, who has charge of the depart- 
ment of Reptiles and Batrachians (frogs 
and animals like them being batrachians) 
of the United States National Museum at 
Washington, D. C., says that reliable ob- 
servation shows belief in it to be a delu- 
ticn. Of course it has a basis of fact, but, 
like other things not fully understood, 
much that is said and written about the 
matter is the result of imagination or of 
guessing. Snakes do not try to ‘‘ charm” 
mice or birds put in their cages for food. 
They just ''corner" them as any other 
animal designing to eat them would do. 

The basis of fact spoken of is not the 
power of charming in the snake, but that 


Eprro& Campren’s Conner: The con- 
tribution of Mrs. Jones to the discussion 
on snakes, prairie dogs, and owls was 
timely and valuable so far as it goes. My 
thirty-eight years’ familiarity with the 
prairie dogs, owls, and rattlesnakes con- 
firms everything the lady avers, and this 
much more: Poisonous snakes never strike 
their prey with their poison fangs. So 
far as the rattlers are concerned, they 
never strike or use their fangs except in 
self-defense or when they are very angry. 
The use of the deadly fangs is either very 
painful or dangerous to the snake itself. 
He catches his prey and swallows it whole, 
just as non-poisonous snakes do. The 
rattlesnake sometimes will swallow small 
animals that he finds dead. I hav several 
times found the serpent dead with pois- 
oned picketpins in his stomach. When- 
ever strychnine is extensivly used to 
exterminate prairie dogs, squirrels, mice, 
eto., rattlesnakes soon disappear. There 
is absolutely no truth in the notion that 
snakes charm their prey, unless the para- 
lyzing effects of fear is ''oharming." 
That bald-headed apocrypha has been 
dead fifty years or more, so far as intelli- 
gent observers are concerned. 

Teach children verified truth as far as 
possible, and don’t cram their minds with 
stuff to unlearn, T. R. STEVENSON. 

Glens Ferry, Idaho. 

Norz.—A Picketpin is an animal that 
livs in the mountain regions of Idaho, re- 
sembling the prairie dog, but smaller. He 
gets his name from his habit of standing 
on his hind legs looking for his enémies. 
When in such position, he looks like a 
stake driven into the ground to tie a horse 
or other animal to. 

EN Te 
Adam’s Nurse. 

A Sunday-school superintendent at the 
close of an address on the creation, which 
he was sure he had kept within the com- 
prehension of the least intelligent of the 
pupils, smilingly invited questions. 

A tiny boy, with a white, eager face and 
large brow, st once held up his hand. 

**Please, sir, why was Adam never a 
baby ?” 

The superintendent coughed in some 


doubt as to what answer to giv, but a | TT @ mmm e mmm @ mme? 


little girl of nine, the oldest of seven 
brothers and sisters, promptly caxe to his 
aid. 
** Please, sir," she said smartly, ‘‘ there 
was nobody to nuss him,” 
oro 
A Popular Game. 


The game proceeds after this fashion: 
A map is held by the judge, usually a 
grown person, or an older child; then, two 
children are chosen, and placed in sep- 
arate corners. 

Says the judge: ‘‘Now, Carrie, yon 
represent New York in that corner, and 
Richard, you are in Moscow, imprisoned; 
you want to get away and reach home by 
Thanksgiving Day. You hav got from 
behind the walls—but what is your direct- 
est route home?" 

Then Richard has to tell each sea, coun- 
try, and ocean he crosses to get home for 
the turkey and cranberry sauce. If he 
can’t do it successfully he must remain 
right on the spot on the floor where he 
stopped until he thinks out his escape. 

Other members of the game are placed 
in prison at various parts of the country. 
The favorit jails are now located in China 
and Japan on account of the interest in the 
war. A leading question is, ‘If you 
were put in a Yokohama prison, how would 
you get back to Pekin?" 

Soon the room becomes filled with pris- 
oners, all trying to get home; half of 
them are ‘‘stalled” in the center trying 
io think of the boundary line which brings 
freedom, others are just leaving the prison 
walls. 

When the game has been played fre. 
quently, those who join in it get very fa- 
miliar with the junction of countries, and 
learn many straight lines and clever jumps 
that had not appeared feasible before. 
For those who are not quite conversant 
with geography, easy tasks are given; for 
instance, to be placed in a Paris prion and 
find their way home to Boston. 


—————— o OO 
Correspondence. 


Nationat Miprrany Home, O 

Nov. 16, 1895. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I hav just been 
reading the correspondence in the Corner. 
What nice, sensible letters are those of 
Miss Estelle Boyd and Nellie J. Held. 
Evidently they hav had the right kind of 
iraining, and good parents to teach them 
the truth and what was right from the 
beginning. Then they hav had a kind 
Miss Wixon to write them nice books and 
teach them how to liv and be ladies. We 
hope to hear more from them, and only 
wish there was enough of the same kind to 
fill the Corner every week, I had no 
such kind teaching 8s that when I was 
young. My parents taught me, of course, 
what they thought was right and what to 
believe; but as soon as I came to years of 
maturity I had it allto learn over again. 
I iound that they had not, in many re- 
spects, taught me correctly. We had no 
TRUTH SEEKERS or Miss Wixons then to 
teach us the right way. We had to take it 
as it came, let it be true or false, and in 
case any objection was raised on our part, 
it only made it the worse for us. I was 
taught to believe in and love Jesus and 
put all my trust in him. I hav just read 
in the morning paper where a man by the 
name of Aaron Thomas, at Chagrin Falls, 
O., à worthy and most respected citizen, 
and ‘‘ prominently connected with church 
and Sunday-school work,” has confessed 


to breaking into the post-office and store. 


at that place and commiting a great rob- 
bery. What did he do with his love for 
Jesus and Sunday-school work while he 
was committing that great crime? The 
paper says that it has created a great sen- 
sation among the people of the place. 
They don’t know what to think. For our 
part, we see nothing strange about it. It 
is only one of the results of false teaching 
and believing. He has allowed his relig- 
ion and hypocrisy to run away with his 
reason and morality. The foundations of 
his faith, like all the rest, had nothing to 
rest on. So when it came to the test they 
had to giv away and let all fall in the ditch 
together. Jozn M. BERRY. 


—————————————————— 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


, This book is a study in the evolution of relig- 
ious ideas, touching all forms of religious wor- 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticit 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
isa 12mo book of 146 pages and the price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 centsin pu 50 cents in cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


RIGHT LIVING 


Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Considiring from a rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


SUSAN H. WIXON'S WORKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Libera] Romance 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, $83 pp., $1 25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 


trated covers; 4to, 994 » boards, 81. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


TWO LITTLE RED MITTENS 
A Story of the Rightway Almshouse. 


Ashort story that will interest children and 
parents. 
By JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
Price, Five Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00.. 


Works of W. H. Burr 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Suüeay Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 200 

Bacon and Shakspere, Proof that Shak 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
* cents. 


Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Oasca. Price. 5 cents. 

{ress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


JUST OUT, ANOTRER NEW BOOK! 
PatrioticAddresses 


COL. R. G. ING EKSOLL. 


Reunion Address 
AT ELMWOOD, ILL. SEPT. 5, 1895, 
—and— 


Decoration-Day Oration, 
IN NEW YORK, MAY 30, 1882, 


His Address delivered at Elmwood, Ill., Sep- 
tember 5th, 1895, at the reunion of his old regi- 
ment, the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry—als^ his 
famous Oration delivered on Decoration Day, 
1882, before the Grand Army of the Republic, at 
the Academy of Music, New York. These two 
classics are published in book form for the first 
time from revised manuscript, and are the only 
authorized and correct reprints. It also containa 
a handsome half-tone portrait of the Oolonel 
and his little grandson, Robert G. Ingersoll- 
Brown. Priuted on good paper, large type, wide 
margins, in one volume, 


Price, cloth, 50 cts; paper, 25 cts. Sent 
post-paid on receipt of price by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the pa at ofthe Future. Cloth, #1. . 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 


of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, a1. 
Physical Education; or, The ‘Hoalth-Laws 

of Nature. Oloth, 5. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, #1, 
Zoological Sketches Y A Contribution to 
e Outdoor stu [o tura i . - 
trated by H. Faber. OA ; History: quur 
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Health and Happiness. 


VII. — ORADLING, 

When an infant ories in its cradle, it is 
better not to take it up at every ory, and 
carry it about in order to quietit, and thus 
uselessly fatigue its mother. Take care, 
however, to ascertain whether the baby is 
wet, or disturbed with some other discom- 
fort ; if everything is not found all right, 
it must be made so. If deemed advisable, 
communicate a few gentle movements to 


PRESENTS «« FOR 


cea 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. A Liberal book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev= 
eral persons. 

We have qpite a number of books appropriatel 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pac! 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 


the cradle, which ordinarily is sufficient to 
lull the babe to sleep. These movements 
hav in themselvs no inconvenience, but 
violent motion, such as is sometimes im- 
parted by means of a cord, should be 
avoided. Daring sleep the babe has need 
of pure air; never, therefore, place the 
cradle in some hidden recess or corner, 

Diet er Regimen in Nursing.—The 
mother, having reposed from three to six 
hours after confinement, should then nurse 
thelittle one every two and a half or three 
hours. At night, nurse it about 11 o'clock ; 
in the morning, about five. The remainder 
of the night the little one ought to sleep. 
The regulation of an infant’s feeding time 
is important. Let the babe get its meals 
at certain hours, and at fixed iutervals. 
This is as necessary to ths health of the 
infant as to that of the mother. Aninfaut 
that suckles continuously has no time to 
digest that which it takes into the stomach. 
Furthermore, in order that the milk may 
be in a condition to nourish the babe, it 
requires a certain length of time to gather 
and undergo necessary changes in the ma- 
ternal fount. 

Nothing is more important than that the 
mother's milk should be in quantity and 
quality sach as is most likely to conduce 
io the health of the child as well as her 
own. In the case of a perfectly healthy 
mother hut little attention to regimen is 
required, nothing further being necessary 
than that she should avoid any imprudence 
in diet, while in other respects she should 
make no change in ordinary habits. The 
pregnant state, however, and the subse- 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. 


Fr Hundred Years of Freethought. From 


Columbus to Ingersoll, By Samuel P. 
Putnam. 143 full-page half-tone por- 
traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 
and philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. Large octavo 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 
edges. Price, $5 


Rot Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- 


ics as Understood by a Student of Science. 
“Right Living ” is well bound in cloth 
and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 

An Unofficia/ Patriot. A Historical Story 
of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 

Tre Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, : 

d Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison: In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 

he two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

[ngersoi's Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. Oheaper cloth 
edition from same plates, $1.50. 


[ngerso!'' s Principal Works : Gods and Other ' 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 


Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 


Talmage; What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. With Pictures of 
Colonel Inge soll and Grandchild. By R 
G. Ingersoll. In color, on boards, beveled: 
gilt edges, 75 cents. 

Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 

inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 
A raham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1. 
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all good books for the purpose : 


Jre Morid's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Martyrdom of Man, By Winwood Reade‘ 


Cloth, $1. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. Bell. 
Cloth, $1. 

Photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
50 cents. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated, 
Half calf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

Darwin and After Darwin, By George J, 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

T"? Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children's Story-book 
ever issued, 66 full-page illustrations and 
2 smaller; large type, heavy, toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 
some volumes. The best and only com- 


plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. : 
arton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, : Church, and State. By Matilda 
J oslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth, gilt top, 


istory of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the '" Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire." Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


quent exhaustion which attends parturi- 
tion, very generally leaves her in a condi- 
tion manifestly requiring generous treat- 
ment, in order that the health may be re- 
established, while provision is made for the 
special drain on the system which the fanc- 
tion of lactation imposes. Among the 
wealthier classes, where luxurious habits 
tend to the diminution of constitutional 
vigor, and among the inhabitants of towns, 
the necessity for treatment is much more 
urgent than in country districts, where a 
life of physical exertion, spent, to a great 
extent, in the open air, implies hygienic 
conditions which are the very opposit of 
those which obtain in the other case. 
Ordinarily, however, the necessity for a 
liberal dietary is so universally recognized 
that there is danger of falling into a routine 
practice in this respect, the result of which 
will undoubtedly, in some cases, be the 
reverse of beneficial. 
As the result of some experience and 
close observation, we are convinced that 
indiscriminate overfeeding and stimulating 
of nursing women is a more frequent 
cause of the disorders of early infancy 
than is usually supposed. Nurses and 
mothers can readily understand how a thin 
and watery milk should fail to nourish the 
child, but itis by no means so easy to con- 
vince them that a specimen rich in nu- 
tritious elements may possiby be, from its 
very richness, the cause why an infant does 
not thrive. We hav again and again seen 
obstinate cases of diarrhoea, with or with- 
out vomiting, and other symptoms of gas- 
tro-intestinal derangements, which could 
be attributed only to this causo. Drugs are 
of no avail. The appearance of the mother 
may be such as to prevent even s suspicion 
of any fault on her side, and yet strict in- 
quiry as to what she eats and drinks often 
points clearly to the simple and proper 
treatment. It is to the use of stimulants 
that the attention should in these cases be 
more particularly directed ; for we often 
find that women are encouraged, without 
any reference whatever to their general 
health, or the state of the milk, to take 
considerable quantities of beer, ale, stout, 
gin or whisky, or of the stronger wines, 
laboring under the impression, as many do, 
that alcoholic beverages in general are a 
. very serviceable element in the production 
„of good milk, This is a grave error, for 


he Creation of God 
mann. Red cloth, $1. 


Pleasure ani Progress, By A. M. Lorentz, 


LL.B. Oloth, $1. 


By Dr. J. Hart- 


[Jrnamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 


B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 


the songs. 


Qosmian Hymn Book. 


With music to al 
Edited by L. K. Washburn. 


Oloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


the contrary is the fact, Diminishing 
the quantity of these stimulants, and in 
some cases absolutely forbidding their use, 
will certainly be followed by & marked and 
immediate amelioration in the symptoms. 
But even when stimulanta are not ad- 
mitted into the dietary, the cause may 
still be discovered in the habitual use of 
food which is too stimulating in its charac- 
ter, or which is taken in too great quantity. 

An interesting series of observations hav 
been made directly bearing on this sub- 
ject, with a view of ascertaining the nu- 
tritiv value of the lacteal secretion at 
various periods. From analysis it would 
appear that the longer the milk remaina in 
the breast, the thinner and more aqueous 
it becomes. It has been clearly estab- 
lished, further, that the milk which first 
flows—this being the portion soonest se- 
creted—is comparativly watery, and that 
the quality of the milk becomes richer as 
the gland is progressivly emptied. Hence 
& very -obvious indication of treatment. 
When, for example, the child seems to be 
suffering from too-rich milk, and there is 
reason to suppose that it is fed too frequent- 
ly, and before the gland has time to fill, it 
may suffice to extend the period between 
meals, which, by giving the gland time to 
fill, also insures that the child will obtain 
milk less rich, and more suited to its di- 
gestiv capabilities. And we believe that 
the same facts may possibly be turned to 
account in the treatment of the opposit 
class of cases, where the secretion is too 
watery, and yet abundant, by partially 
emptying the breast before the child is 


put to it, so that, the more watery portion 
of the milk being removed, the child ob- 
tains the more nutritious residue. 

i J. HARTMANN, M. D. 


L. K. Washburn'’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church, ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price,10cents. . 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think 
a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


What Is Christianity? Au Inquiry into 
the Nature of Christianity. Price, 10 cents. 


The Followers of Jesus. An Interesting 
dress, showing that professing Christians of 
to-day are notin reality the “followers of Je- 
sus." Price. 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEEEB. 


ESSAY ON MONEY 


and its 
Relations to the Fiscal Policy of Nations. 
By A. B. BROWN 
Price, 5 cents. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THIRTY Yeaes IN THE BUSINESS. 
ESTABLISHED 1865. 


E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Commission Merchants. 


Fruits Vegetables 


Apples, 
Oranberries, 
Potatoes, 
Butter, 


Cheese. 
ied 
Fruits, ete 


Promptness our main object. Correspondence 
solicited. Car lots a specialty. 


We fill Orders for All Kinds of Produce. 
141 So. Water St., Chicago 
45 


A NEW EDITION 


THE DIEGESIS 


BEING 


A Discovery of the Origin, Evidenees 
and Early History of Christianity. 


Never Before or Elsewhere so Fully and Faith 
fully Set Forth. 


By REV. ROBERT TAYLOR, D.D. 
PBIOE, $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
?9Lafavette place. New York. 


For the Holidays! 
The “Otto Wettstein” Watch. 


The best watch in the world for the money: In 
silverine case, $19; 4 ounce coin silver, $25. Best 
14k¢ filled gold open face, $28; hunting, $80 to $85. 
Solid gold, $40 to $150. Ladies’ same quality, in 
best 14kt filled gold cases, $28. Solid gold, #35, 
$40, $50, $75 to $150. 

Regu'ar Grades Best American Watches 


In silverine casss, 7 jeweled, $4.75; 15 jeweled 
7.25; do. adjusted, $8.75; do. 17 jewdled, $10.75. 
‘or 4oz silver case add $6; for best open face 

filled gold add $9; for hunting, $10 to $15; for 

solid gold 14kt, $30 to $50 more. Ladies’ 10 best 

14kt. filled cases 7 jewele^ $11.50; 15 jeweled, 8:5; 

14kt solid gold, $8 50 tog? more. With diamonds 

up to $159. À 

Diamends nd Opals. 


Pins, rings, and studs, 6, $8. $10, $15, $25, $50, 
100up. Opals do. $3,  .$7,910, $20, 935 to $50. 
so in combination with rubies, emeralds, 
pearls, etc. Plain and chased rings, embleme 
chains, etc. You will save20 per cent to order of 


me. 
Sundries 


Allthe Gorham Company's finest sterling silver 
spoons and novelties; 1847 Rodgers’ Bros., best 
Dated ware; the Ingersoll Souvenir spoon is 
now only $2. Freethought Badge-Pins, $2, $3, $4, 
with diamond, $6 to $14; charms. $8, 84, $5, 86, $8, 
$14, $ 0 to $30,and everything else pertaining to 
a first-class jewelry store. . 

All goods sent prepaid and cash refunded if 
not satisfactory. : 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


ROCHELLE, ILL 


pU 


CLERGYMAN : ''Some: people think I 
preach long sermons. Do yon think so?” 
She: *'*Oh, no! They only seem long."— 


Parsons. 


Puck. : 


ÜTzracHER: ‘What was a Pharisee?" 
Forest of hands and a voliey of answers. 
“Right. Now tell me what a Scribe was?" 
Dismay of class. ''Ah, you, Tommy?" 
Tommy: ‘‘ Please, sir, a—a typewriter.” 


A wortHy clergyman having been pre- 
sented to an important living, preached his 
first sérmon from the words: ‘‘All that ever 
came before me are thieves and robbers,” 
He was surprised and distressed when the 
churchwardens afterwards hinted to him 
that, though such words might be very 
charitable when used by a divine tongue, 
his predecessors in the incumbency would 
think his use of them rather unjustifiable. 


AN English paper recently said: **If the 
reader will peruse the advertising columns 
of the daily payers to-morrow he will find 
that in his desire to worship God he can 
take his choice of sermons with the follow- 
ing titles: ‘Are there Rats in Heaven ?’ 
‘The Cancerous Clutch of the Courtesan’s 
Claw; ‘Should Women Over Eighty 
Years of Age Wear Bloomers?’ ‘The 
Boot-leg of Beer and the Disciple's Down- 
fall;' ‘Beelzebub’s Vision of the Fearful 
Flames of Futurity; ‘The Milk and 
Honey of Paradise, with Cream, Curds, 
and Whey, and other Lacteals on the 
Side.’ The clergy can always depend on 
having a litle free advertising in these 
columns during hard times.” 


THANKSGIVING IN THE ROCKIES. 


Ina camp among th’ ** Rockies,” in th’ fall 
uv '68, 

Which wuz all composed uv fellers seckin' 
fortune's shiftin’ fate, 

We decided on Thanksgivin' day £’ hev a 
kind uv feast, 

Ez'ud bring us recollections uv the days 
we spent ** Down East." 

"Nd upon th’ day arrivin’ thar wuz gathered 
at th' inn 

Uv our enterprisin’ caterer, by name uv 
‘t Texas Sin,” 

Ev’ry miner in th’ camp thet hed the’ 
** rocks" t’ pay his way 

For th’ proper celebratin’ uv a grand 
Thanksgivin’ day. 


Thar. wuz turkeys, quail, ’nd prairie chick- 
ens, venison 'nd b’ar, 

With accompanyin’ fixins; sich a sight, I 
must declar’, 

Ez hed never blurred th’ optics uv th’ pa- 
trons uv that feast, 

Since they spent their last Thanksgivin’ 
with their fam’lies in th’ East. 

’Nd when ev'ry one wuz seated ’round thet 
most invitin’ spread, 

Our. most genial host he entered 'nd he 
doffed his hat ’nd said: 

** Tt may strike you, friends, ez ludicrous, 
er kinder out uv place, 

But I motion thet we draw th’ lots fer some 
one t’ say ‘ grace.’” 


Wa-al, a s'priseder lot uv miners never 
gathered in th’ place, 

’Nd you oughter seen th’ agonizing looks 
on ev'ry face; 

Fer, though handy with some Bible words, 
th' boys, I must confess, 

Wuzn't up on prayers Or preachin', 'nd 
a-sayin’ ‘* grace” much less. 

But they wouldn’t spoil th’ program, so 
we all agreed t’ draw— 

Each a-shakin’ in his boots fer fear he’d git 

.. th’ shortest straw. 
"Nd the feller we elected for the uninvitin’ 


known ez ‘‘ Fightin’ Bob.” 


But the feller he wuz game ’way through; 
"nd barin’ uv his head, 

'N arisin’ side th’ table, then he shet his 

. eyes an’ said: 

**Good Lord, with most sincerest thanks 
we'll polish off our share 

Uv the viands thet's included in this gor- 
geous bill of fare. 

"Nd ez ’tisn’t customary fer t’ thank "nd 
pay fer too . 

Any article in this here camp, we're more 

. obligedt' you. . 

'Nd assumin' you're responsible fer all 
these blessin's lent, 

Tben the host on this occasion ain't entitled 
to a cent." 


’Nd th’ enterprisin’ landlord thet proposed 
a sayin’ **grace," 

Is his turn now hed an agonizin’ look upon 
his face. : 

But he riz aside th’ table an’ with ill- 
affected glee 

Said: ‘‘ My friends an’ feller-citizens, this 

' . feed’ be on me.” ] 

'Nd “Fighting Bob” wuz toasted ez he'd 
never been that day, 

'Nd th’ landlord wouldn't 'low a single 
feller thar t' pay; 

But on followin’ occasions when we feasted 
in the place, 


Jo M 
Wuz the toughest critter in th’ camp, 'nd 


Thar wuz never no more drawin’ fer a 


feller t' say ‘‘ grace.” —Truth, 


[Sm Gait at Low Prios 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any | 


one. or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 


generally H C Luse. 
BIBLE TEMPERANCE, Showing that 


Taquor Drinking is Commended, Défended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker. 


CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
quihenticated by the Bible.  O B Whit- 
ord, M.D. 


DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 

EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture b 

reasonable 


Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Givin 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 


FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 


FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT THE 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 


structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 


THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
z before the Freethought International Con- 
gress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste.n’s 
raternal attacks on Spiritnalism. . 
HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernaturally Conceived, and did he Rise 
* from the Dead? Israel WGroh. | 
INGERSOLL AND JESUS, Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 
THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G, Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert. Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. “Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
that the rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him.” Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic. Mr. Woodford & 
Protestant. $ 
MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 
fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Buchner. 
MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS. 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck’s 


best books. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H. J.Seigneuret, M.D. 

EW GOD. ‘‘It 15 an open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, as the image exists 
inand through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes.” 
This pamphlet, therefore, is & consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putn 


ORTHODOXY. 


am. j 
A lecture by Colonel! 


Robert G. Ingersoll. and one of that great | 


man's best. ‘I'he subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, f'he Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love ! 
of God, The Fall of Man. The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins»iration, Tne Reign ot | 

h and Love. The Wars It Brought, The: 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pious 
vasions, '* No Bible, No Civilization;" Mira- 
cles of the New Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment, Some who Are Damned 
What I Believe. Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text, * The Clergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


The: 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 
IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. - 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 
of Hon, Freprriox Dovansss and Cor, Ros- 
ERT G, INGERSOLL on the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Oivil Rights Aot 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 

-  pazes, or hich Uolonel Ingersoli's speech 
occupies 38 pages. 

PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. So long 
as the Pulpit speaks to belisving Pews com- 
posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 
rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 
its knees to & devil of its own creation and to 
A god gnois ud ded against him: One of 

elan Gardener’s brightest efforts. 

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


M. Babcock. 

RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn's best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his. very good. 

SCIENCE vs, RELIGION, or The Con. 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widd:combe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gosnel. HJ Se:gneuret. 

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. BF Under- 
wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the S Researchers, 

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th and 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Being the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. Tho descriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. 

VICTOR HUGO'S ORATION ON VOL- 


TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- |. 


dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire's death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Lif: of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeth»^, George Eliot. 
and Longfellow. . 

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer’s consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. — . i 

WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Christ's alleged acts which œ ould lead one 
to that conciusion. LK Wash*urn. 


WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND}? And 


other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P.Pu' nam. 
. Tre title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it hav» been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
avd the Real. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature’s Gospel, 
Address to Deity, an? tue short poem so often 
recited with great effect by_Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. ae Re eee A 


| WILL THE "COMING MAN WORSHIP 


B F Underwood; written be- 


fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 
searchers. 


WOMAN:. FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr’ss at Chi- 
cago: consign ne: The Cause of Woman’s 
Subjugation, The Canon Law aud Its Effects 

pon H-r, Theology Never Helpful to Woman, 
Invention Woman's Friend. Freethought the 
. Beuefactorof Woman. susan H. Wixon 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 

HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 


ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
socia-ion of Denver. Ool., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 
for a dollar. 


Address 


THE TRUTH RREKRER. CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


He held 
His fist to the nose of St, Patrick, 
and yelled 
"Let go of that tail and that horn— 
I insist” 
"Will ye moind yer own business ?' 
said Patrick. The fist 
Drew back and returned with the 
sickening crash 
Of a battering ram on the jaw of 
the rash 
And unhappy St. Patrick, who, 
dropping the horn 
And the tail, by the terrible 
impulse was borne à 
Full forty feet off, where, 
unconscious, he lay 
Along with three others 
who stood in the way, 


—Enviract and Inustratton from “A Tale 
of a Halo.” 


. gPond’s Extract 


cures COLDS, CATARRH, SORE THROAT. 
INFLAMMATIONS AND ALL, PAIN. 


REV. CHAS. H. PARKHURST, the great reformer of New York.—‘* Have 
used Pond’s Extract long and constantly.’ 


REV. C. S. ROBINSON, the well known editor 


of ''Songs for the 


Sanctuary,’’ &c.—''Pond?s Extract fulfills every promise it makes.?' 
2,000 ORDERS FROM PHYSICIANS WITHIN ONE MONTH. 


SUBSTITUTES DO NOT CURE. 


{Decemper 21, 1896 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


ROBERT G. INGERSOU 


‘In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim oj 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, * will make men 
better; forif & man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family." This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
« Voltaire " and * Lincoln,” and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is a pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel's Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sons of men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxezssoLr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
| famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 

“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 

A lecture by Ixexzsonr, with likeness 

of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 

death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxazzsoLL/s Famous Lettere 
and Replies from Eminent men. With 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 centa. 


Droemerr 91, 1895) 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bab 


Goms of Ghought. 


tt KNOW THYSELF” was written over the 
portal of the antique world. Over the 
portal of the new world, ‘‘Be thyself” 
shall be written,— Anon. f 


AFTER maturity is reacbed benefit must 
vary directly as worth—worth being meas- 
ured by fitness to the conditions of exist- 
ence. The ill-fitted must suffer the evils 
of unfitness, and the well-fitted profit by 
their fitness. — Herbert Spencer, 


I paLinvs that the man [killed by light- 
ning] and the gnat [killed by a swallow] 
are in the same predicament. If the death 
of neither man nor gnat is designed, I see 
no good reason to believe that their first 
birth or production should be necessarily 
designed.— Darwin, 


Onunonrzs set forth the love of God to 
parishes in which the passports of life are 
in the currency of spoliation. The fre- 
quenters of churches are the owners of 
tenements, the monopolizers of land, the 
accumulators of unearned increments,— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


WnzaT is man born for but to be a re- 
former—a remaker of what man has made, 
a renouncer of falsehood, & restorer of 
truth and good; imitating the great nature 
which embosoms us all, and which sleeps 
no moment on an old past, but every hour 
repairs herself, yielding us every morning 
& new day, and with every pulsation a new 
life. — Emerson. 


Mosr church attendants now are women. 
They go to see and be seen, to get out once 
a week, and to keep up with the latest 
Styles of dress-fitting. 'The married men 
go occasionally to please their wives, and 
the young man to see the girls; while pos- 


sibly a few old fogies go because they think, 


that God will damn them if they don’t.— 
Independent Pulpit. 


Waar humanity needs is not people who 
lead unsocial and wicked lives, and are 
very Sorry when about to die; when, by 
the nature of the case, they can do no 
more harm nor good; but people who, at 
an early period, begin to render valuable 
service to the good cause, and continue 
rendering more valuable services as they 
advance in years,—J. Cotter Morison, 


Tux teachers, it would seem, hay need 
to be taught, the custodians of moral prin- 
ciple to be supervised. Many of their lap- 
ses, it may be, are to be set down as con- 
cessions to the weak. But while concession 
to the weak is always a better thing than 
concession to Philistinism and wealth, it is 
none the less dangerous. We hear much 
of the harm of specially helping the weak 
to survive; but there is much more need 
to guard against the evil of letting their 
opinions rule. We want a new inteliectual 
ethic at least. as much as a new social ethic. 
—John M. Robertson, in Free Review. 


INDEED it is unsafe to judge of mankind 
and its relation to actual and possible pro- 
gress when the whole world is considered 
only as it exists during the lifetime of the 
individual. Decades are dots of time to 
him who sees man through the ever widen- 
ing and ever lengthening corridors of the 
past.  Centuries, marshaled with their 
bursting epochs, may be used with care in 
constructing & basis or a pedestal from 
which the operation of great principles 
may be viewed. Less than these may per- 
mit a man to be entertaining, even power- 
ful for a period, but the grasp of eternal 
principles he does not possess, and to that 
extent is unreliable if not dangerous. — 
Progressiv Age. 


Hr [Voltaire] was an abolitionist—the 
enemy of slavery in all its forms. He did 
not think that the color of one man gave 
him the right to steal from another man 
on account of that man's color. He was 
the friend of serf and peasant, and did 
what he could to protect animals, wives, 
and children from the fury of those who 
loved their neighbors as themselvs. It 
was Voltaire who sowed the seeds of lib- 
erty in the heart and brain of Franklin, of 
Jefferson, and of Thomas Paine. Putten- 
dorf had taken the ground that slavery 
was, in part, founded on contract. Vol- 
itaire said: ‘‘Show me .the contract, and if 
it is signed by the party to be the slave, I 
may believe you.” —IJngersoll, 


In England * * + the great thinkers 
hav all been rebela—Locke, Hume, Mill, 
‘Darwin—and now Bain and Spencer. They 
are the enemies of society. It is true that 
ihe makers of civilization may become 
honored after their death, and that by dint 
of. the irresistible logic of facts society is 
gradually forced to conform to their di- 
rections; but to each during his lifetime it 
has been his lot to find his work assailed 
with furious abuse and envenomed bitter- 
ness, none the less dangerous and obstruc- 
tiv because arising from ignorance and 
prejudice and enforced by the most piti- 
able arguments. The philosopher finds 
himself in the eyes of society not honored 


for his intellect, but degraded and ostra- 
cized even fo: the efforts of his thought.— 
Arthur Lynch, in the Free Review. 


False Economy 
Is practiced by people who buy inferior articles 
^f food. The Gail Borden Eagle Bran 1 Condensed 
Milk is the best infant food. Infant Health is the 
title of a valuable pamphlet for mothers. Sent 
free by New York Condensed Milk Co.. New York. 


NEW EDITION. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


By ROBERT 6. INGERSOLL. 


Revised and greatly Enlarged. A Hand- 
some Quarto, containing over 
400 pages. 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
by, admiring friends as a rare personal souvenir. 

9 help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, 
with autograph fac-simile, has been prepared 
especially for ıt., Inthe more elegaut styles of 
binding itis eminentiy suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season or occasion. 
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at the Academy of Imagination, 
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xe it willever again be pu 
P 


Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the.reach o 
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eelings that nearly every Liberal in 
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The Real Bible, Knowles, ; E te LI Moy quo 
Banedict Spinoza, Art and Moralitv, Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to . 
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The Fundamental 


In cloth. beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; half 
morocco, gilt edges, $5; half calf, mottled 
edges, library style, $4.50; full Turkey 

orocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, 
$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
possible finish, $9. 
Rent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail 
post free, on receipt of price. 


A Cheaper Edition from same 
Plates, good paper, wide 
margins, Cloth, $1.50. 


A common-sense exposüre of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation" or " First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


ator with such plainness of wording thet even 
the unlearned can understaud, and approaches 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, itfrom so many different directions that it is 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the snbject we remember seeing.”—THE 
H . TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1898. 
Science Versus Religion, | "ut 20pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 
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Conflict Between Reason and Superstition. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Price, LO Cents. For sale at this Offices. 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Eix- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


PRICE, $1; POSTPAID. 
Addresses THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Comrruep BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


THE ELIXIR OF LIFE 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
II. If There Were & Designer He Could Not Be 


eneftcent. . 

III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 

His Processes Are Egre jously Slow, 

'They Are Egregiously Wastetul, 

They Often Serve No Use, 2 

They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is ou Subservienoy; 

and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 

V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


iii Medical, Social, Sexual Science, 
il by an eminent Ber of 35 years 
experience. “The ‘‘old, original, 

5-34 Stan ^ work, endorsed by all, 
jeg f imitated by many, equalled by none. 
del h id humanity, it 


| married or who ever expect to be 
The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
8 colored charts of vital organs, 200 
MSIE wood cuts, chromos - Bho 
BSH origin of life— evelopment of man, 
B APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 


=i Only $1.50 by Mails Circulars Frees 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK EH, 
38 Lafayette Place New York. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Address 
n: 28 Lafayette Place, N.Y 


Fallacy. | 


. “ This volume discusses the question of a ore- 


ose who uphold .th Alfogether the. 


book is one of the best rieapons against Christianity end the church that has ever been put ‘n the 
O! , , 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.5O- 
Address TAF TRETE SEEKER- 


| POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


ACOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
Cloth, 75 cents. 


Hard Knocks 3 


at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. 


, This book ıs just what its title implios—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu .sslanity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the -atonement 


scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price. 20 cents. six for 81. 
Address THE TRUTH REREER 
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p plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Ounte 
ward Applieation-a positive cure—the only rem- 
@dy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
Ges, Address, DR, R. P. FELLOWS, . 
flag where you saw this adver, =~ Vineland, Ne d. 


«OW READ THIS! 
. Dr. Fellows is a stanch LIBERAL and a ver 
successful physician. He has treated DISEAu ES 
OFMEN for twenty years, and his Temeüiss are 
an outgrowth of this long practice, which should 
give confidence to those aflioted. > 
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MUST PEOPLE BE CHILDISH IN ORDER TO GET TO HEAVEN? 


And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except 
ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.—Mat. xviii, 1, 2. 


News of the Wook. 


Tue National Republican Convention 
will be held in 8t. Louis on June 16th. 


Gigantic de morstrations havlately taken 
place in Madrid againet municipal abuses. 


ADRIEN LacBENAL, vice-president for 
1895, hes been elected president cf Switz- 
erland for 1896, 


Epwarp P. RiPrEY bas been elected 
president of the Santa Fé Railway system 
under the reorganizaticn. 


Ir is said that the powers hav addressed 
a peremptory note to Japan regarding the 
evacuation of Corea by that nation. 


Tax superintendent of the New York 
police orders his men to still more rigor- 
ously enforce the Sunday and Sunday ex- 
cise ‘lawe. 


HeinricH Dowz, tbe inventor of a bul- 
let-proof cloth, which could be pierced 
only at long range, died in Wiesbaden on 
Dec. 9th. : 


Ox Deo, 12th the Chinese under Gen- 
eral Sum resumed possession of Port Ar- 
thur, the stronghold taken from them 
during the war by the Japanese. 


On Deo, 10th Cbarcellcr Hohenlohe de- 
elared in the Reichstag that the German 
government did not intend to introduce 
special anti-Socialist legislation at this 
session, 1 


Tue presidents of the anthracite coal- 
earrying companies hav agreed to instruct 
the sales.agents of their companies to en- 
force a restriction of produetion to 50 per 
cent of the present output, 


Miss HELEN CULVER, of Chicago, has 
given to Chicago University West Side 
real estate to the value of $1,000,000, thus 
making available for the University an. 
other million from John D. Rockefeller. 


Tax shipbuilding strike on the Clyde 
has been won by the strikers, the com- 
panies advancing wages one shilling per 
week now and another shilling in Febru- 
ary. This is a restoration of the wages 
paid before the reduction, 


SAMUEL GoMPEES was elected president 
of ‘the Federation of Labor at its annual 
meeting last week, Wereupon the Social- 
ists jn the Central Labor Federation pay 
him left-handed compliments and also de- 
nounce ** Sovereign and hisraseally crew.” 


In the national Federation of Labor 
Convention there were three factions, So- 
cialist, Collectivist (the two closely re- 
lated), and Individualist. The convention 
denounced the latest industrial-social de- 
velopment, the carrying of mails by street 
carp. : 

Fux Italian Chamber of Deputies has, 
ty à msj:ri'y vote, acquitted ex. Premier 
ditti of the charge ot baving stolen the 
documents that were abstracted from the 
Banca Romana and taken to the Ministry 
of the Interior while Giolitti was at the 
head of that department. 


Tre war between the two Christian na- 
tions, Italy and Abyssinia, is assuming 
large proportions. On Dec. 8th King 
Menelik's men surrounded a body of Italian 
troors and after a desperate battle the in- 
vaders were defeated, losing 900 men. 
The Abyssiniavs hav 70,000 soldiers in the 
field, it is said. The Italians are sending 
reinforcements, 


Rev. JosgePH PULLMAN, of Bridgeport, 
Conn., was arrested in a slander suit in- 
stituted by the managers of Mile, Jane 
May, a Parisian pantomimist whom Dr. 
Pullman had denounced savagely from 
his pulpit. The clerical gentleman, now 
under $25,000 bonds, is an all-round force 
‘t reformer,” having tried to regulate about 
everything and everybody in Bridgeport. 


THERE was nearly a riot in Topeka over 
the robbing of graves by the students or 
faculty of the Kansas Medical College. 
The state troops were ordered to hold 
themselvs in readiness to quell any out- 
break directed against the college. The 
dean and some members of the faculty hav 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. 


fied from the city. In one cemetery, of 
thirty graves examined, twenty-one were 
found empty. 


AT the municipal elections in Massachu- 
setts on Dec. 10th the Democrats elected 
Josiah Quincy mayor of Boston over 
Edwin U. Curtis, Rep., renominated, by 
4,376 plurality. The Democrats also 
elected mayors in Lowell and Worcester. 
In other cities the Republicans or inde- 
pendent tickets won. License carried in 
Boston, Lowell, and Worcester; no license 
in Cambridge, Medford, Lynn, and Salem. 


ALLEN G, Taurman, of Ohio, the ** Old 
Roman," as he was called, died at Colum- 
bus on Dec. 12th. He was a representativ 
in the House, United States Senator, and 
chief-justice of Ohio. In 1888 he was the 
Democratic candidate for vice-president. 
Allen Granberry Thurman was born in 
Lynchburg, Va., Nov. 18, 1818. Although 
his father was a preacher and his mother a 
very religious woman, Senator Thurman 
‘*never paid much attention to religious 
matters.” He was not a church member. 


Every LIBERAL Woman 


and Man Will Want it. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 


the church has enslaved woman and kept and 


glance at its contents will show this: 


eeps her in an inferior position. A 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 


first conception of inherent rights. 


Chapter li deals with the theological dogmas, of original sin and celibacy. Woman,by the 


church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

. „Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon it3 own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gaye 
place to Christian barbarism, the c ergy became & distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning w.8 prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters cou:d be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. : . ; 

Chanter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. : 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer t, witch t» liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church's policy for obtaining un'versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers ” continued it in 
America. The first synod couvened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. : 

The chapter on '* Wives” shows how thedisrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 38 opposed by the church. 

Iu Chapter VII is shown how a 3 ined 
synod of the Heformatiou convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers ” favored, it, as well as the American Board of The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. . 

the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference with her ‘‘curse,” of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman’s “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 

į the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 

woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious iustitution 

; which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 

owani cause it opens an Age of Reason, It ought to be widely read for the good it 
Oo. 


Jn cloth, $5; in Aalf-leather binding, $8. 


polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
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Scientific Books Cheap, 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, st different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each . 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universitie 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. B 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

English: Pastand Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By B. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 

, habits. BY Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. y Andrew Wilson, F.R.8.E. 
Two books in one volume. | 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketoh of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
iliam F.0.8. Two books in one volume 
cents. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“HEAVEN AND HELL.” 


By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 
(Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 


Paper, 416 pages, 15 cents. 
Cloth, (ootavo), 375 pages, special to readers of 
this journal, only 25 cents by mail, prepaid. 
Bend for desoriptiv catalo gue of Swedenborg's 
works. 
, Ameriogu Swendenborg Printingand Publish- 
ing Society. 20 Cooper Union, New York. 


JUST OUT! 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 


1896. 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 
ConTENTS: Balfour's “Foundations of Belief? 
An Agnostic Rejoinder. 8. Laing; Agnosticism 
and ‘ts Equivalents, Amos Waters; The Man, 
Jesus Christ: The Germ of the Christian Myth, 
J. Allanson Picton; Psyche: A Poem, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin): Mind as Controled by Matter, 
Constance E. Plumptre: The Faiths of Onr Foro- 
fathers, Charles Watts; An Agnostio View of 
Theism and Monism .R. Bithell, B.80., th.D.; 
he Old Testament Library. J. J. Gonld; Im- 
mortality, .W. A. Leonard; The Physiological 
piss E eligious Leaders, Furneaux Jordan, F. 
Price, 95 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0, ADAMS. 
Being the story of his mental journey frus 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Prise, naner, 95 cents: oth, 75 conws 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS 1 
Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edttton. 
Part E - e in Jewish History; ten chap 
erg. 
Part IL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 


chapters. 
Part X4XL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters, 
Part wird! ence Came the Aryans? Five chap. 
ers. 


Elegantly bound in oloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH KE 
COMPANY. 28 Lafavette Place. New York Citv W 


WANTED 


Situation in a respectable family, by an experi- 
enced housekeeper. speaking German, French, 
and Bnglish. References given and required. 
Address Box 1,555, Iowa City, Ia. 2t50 


WANTED. 


A good woman wanted, 25 to 49 years of age, a 
widow without children, not designing mar- 
riage, and of Liberal ideas. This is a gilt edged 
chance for one of good disposition and good 
health to take charge of housework in family of 
six grown persons. Wages fair and certain; and 
if her services merit it, after a term of years, a 
generous settlement in addition to wages agreea 
upon may be expected. Address 

151 Box 84? Warren Pu. 


j| series and marks & point in watch manufac- 
turing past which all of tho money and in» 
genulty ot the world can never go. Tointro- 
uce them quickly, we will for a short timo 
= send samples direct from factory to individ. 
ualbuyers. This watch i8 & regular American patent lover, 
lantern pinion, dust proof case, timed, tested, regulated and 
guarantecd for one year, On recelpt of $1.00 we will sond the 
‘watch postpaid with our years’ guarantes. If you will montion 
this paper we will include free u. handsome chain and charm 
also our Catalogue of 1000 novelties, Address, 


ROBT. H. INGERSOLL & BRO., 
89 " 05 CORTLANDT STREET, N. Y. CITY» 


M. = 


Dept, 


PROHIBITED IN CANADA. | 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform 


Vol. 22, No, 52, 1 PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } New York, Saturday, December 28, 1895, {28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 


“The blood of thirty millions of our 
Fellou-men cries out against the na— 
Gure-hating Fanatic who inculcated the 
helief in the sinfulness of our natural 
snstinets, the. guilt of scepticism, and the 
possihility of Satanic incarnations ! 
Christianity has turned whole nations 
of freedorm-(avrng men into slaves 
and flunkeys ~- The worst tyranny 
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Wat denses, the Netherland insurgents and 
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craft, (2.000.000 natives of the Neur 
World, all slaughtered through the Fiendish 
fanaticism and hellish hate f the prous 
bigots who urelded the Sword of Christ! 
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Special NEW SUBSCRIBER Offer, 


We wish, for two good and valid reasons, to 
poeren the circulation of Taz Trur SEEKER. 
‘First, we want its influence for good and its efforts 
for greater liberty of thought to be more widely 
distributed, and consequently more effectiv. Seo. 
ond, we want more subscribers to help pay its 
expenses and enable us to do more work. And we 
wish to emphasize both of these reasons. Our 
present subscribers can do a great deal for us if 
they will and to get them to aid us we are willing 
to reward them; we therefore make this SPECIAL 
NEW SUBSCRIBER OFFER: 


Zo any subscriber now on our list who will get 
a new name for the list for one year, sending us 
three dollars for the same, we will send free a copy 
of the FaxerEINKER'S ProroriaL Texr-Boox, in board 
covers (price TWO DOLLARS). . 

And to anyone whose name is not now on our 
list we make this offer: Send us three dollars for 
the paper one year, and we will send you free the 
Priorormt Tuxt-Boor. 

The pictures in the FREETHINKER’S PIOTOBIAL 
Tzxr-Boox were made and the text written to show 
the absurdity and untruthfu'ness of the Church’s 
claim to being a divine and beneficent institution, 
and to reveal the abuses of a union of church and 


state. It has [85 Full-page Illustrations, 
"with copious citations of Facts, History, Statistics, 


‘and Opinions of Scholars to maintain the argument 


of the Artist. The Designs are by Watson Heston 
and include a portrait of the designer. The pict- 
ures are classified as follows: Of those representing 
Uncle Sam and the Priests there are 16; represen - 
ing The Church Robbing the People, 2; Thanks- 
giving, 3; Sabbath Laws,6; Children and the 
Church, 11; Woman and the Church, 10; The 
Church and Thomas Paine, 6; Studies in Natural 
History, 4; The Bible and Science, 2; The Clergy 
and Their Flocks, 15; Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
1; The Atonement Scheme, 4; The Lord and His 
Works, 4; Prayer 2; The Creeds, 10; Christians 
and Mohammedans, 1; Samples of Christianity’s 
Work, 2; Missionaries, 5; The Lord’s Instruments, 
1; Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 25; Church 
and Slavery, 1; Priests and Politics, 2; Ireland 
and the Church, 4 ; Church Ideas of Civilization, 2; 
Uses of the Cross, ; Unkind Reflections on the 
Church, 4; Persecutions by the Church, 9; Some 
Allegories, 12 ; Heaven, 3; Hell, 6 ; Miscellaneous, 7 

This offer cannot apply to renewals. Premi- 
ums for them can be found on the second page of 
this issue. We are giving five dollars’ worth for 
three in this offer, and there is no profit in it except 
that we shall get many renewals of these subscrip- 
tions; the subscribers will also, probably, buy a 
few books from time to time, and the small margin 
on them may make us whole. Ineuce your neigh- 
bor to subscribe, and so get the book for yourself. 


Or, if you are not now a subscriber, send us three 
dollars and get both paper and book—rivg DOL- 
LABS’ WORTH FOR THREE VOLLABS. © 


Read what the papers and people hav said of the 
book and see if it is not worth while to make a 
strong effort to obtain it. The book has had a 
large run; five thousand copies hav been sold, and 
everyone who paid two dollars for it says itis worth 
a good deal more. Now we are giving it away, and 
you can get a copy if you will. Do not delay, but 
get it now. 


SPECIMEN PRESS NOTICES. 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the as- 
sertion that nothing like it has ever before appeared in 
this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it 
will ever again be published. We must giv the Truth 
Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the 
reach of all. At twice the price. it would hav been a 
cheap book. Artist Heston as & portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success, and we judge fromour own 
feelings that nearly every Liberal in America will desire 
a copy of this most wonderful volume.—Freethinkers’ 
Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Lib- 
eralism. He has dedicated his genius to Freethough! 
and has done faithful and noble work for the cause o 
right and truth. But the pictures do not make up the 
whole of this volume. There are nearly two hundred 
pages of reading matter that serve first as explanations of 
the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of 
those who uphold them. Altogether the book is one of 
the best weapons against Christianity and the church 
-that has ever been put in the hands of Freethinkers.— 
Boston Investigator. 


' Send ns a new subscriber and get the book free 
of all expense to you. Or, if you are not now a 
subseriber, send us $8 and get the book spd the 
paper for one year. A 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers. 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trurs SEEKER one year ($3) and S.P. 
‘Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF F'REETHOUGET ” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


xocar A00 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


SPECIAL Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 
AND F URTHEHE—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
^ we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated By WATSON 


HESTON, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


PPO 


AANA wr 


For $5 we wil send Tux Teora Seeger one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
great Works Oomplete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tsm Troura Szzxzr one year ($3) and * The World’s 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Teura Szrxzr one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura Smzxmr one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Sxxxzr one year ($3) and “The Free 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4jwe will send Tux Trur Szexzr one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tux Teura Szzxer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 
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RN  FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 
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AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and Taz TRUTH 


EEKER one year for 5. 
The TRUTH 


IEUTH. ana The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for 4475. Sngar Spoons and '"'"'aUTB SEEKER. $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spocn 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


NEW YORK H 
THE -TRUTHSEE KERC& 
À NO 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE aad 


»^ PRICE 25 CENTS 


PIANOS, PIANOS! 


B225; $8250; B2'75. 


After years of earnest study and experiments, Mr. Adam Schaaf, of Chi- 
cago, one of the oldest and most experienced piano manufacturers of this 
country, has produced what is believed to be the most perfect Upright 
Piano ever constructed. The instrument is thus described: 

“The volume of tone is fully equal to any of the best Square Grand 
Pianos, while the quality is of the most exquisite musical character—pure, 
sympathetic, and in the highest degree pliable. Its durability and its capac- 
ity for standing in tune, is unparalleled in the history of piano-making. Ina 
word, this piano is made to stand, not merely as an ornamental piece of fur- 
niture (it is finished in the most artistic and handsome style), but as a mu- 
sical instrument—not for a day, but for lifetime.” 

These pianos received the highest honors at the World’s Fair; Mr. 
Gzonez Srzox, Judge of Awards, the best living authority on pianos, report- 
ing as follows: i 

*'This exhibit deserves an award for excellent tone quality, sustaining 
power, well planned scale, and excellent action, with easy, prompt touch. 


` Material and workmanship are superior.” 


The distinguished Pianist and Composer, Sranor Fasan, of the Paris 
Conservatory, says : 

* I have used the Adam Schaaf Pianos, and have critically studied their 
merits, compared them with those of the best American and European 
makers, and I find them unsurpased for quality and variety of tone, respon- 
siveness of touch, elegance of appearance, and reliability in every way." 

Having made specia! arrangements with the manufacturer, who is ou 
personal friend. to introduce these superb pianos, we are prepared to offe 
them to Tsuru Szexzr readers at the above marvelously low prices—from 
$50 to $150 less than dealers ask for inferior instruments. Every piano is 
warranted for five years, and the purchaser is not required to pay for it until 
delivered. We will pay the freight to any station within 1,000 miles of Chi- 
cago. Full description of instruments sent on application. 

If you or any of your friends contemplate v yir a piano it will be to 
your interest to correspond with us. 

J. E. REMSBURG & SON., Atchison, Kan. 


$679,694,439. | EDEOLOGY 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With 


B eriptures. Including Questions Answered 


References to the most lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-calied Inspired 


rmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 


ible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


? 
Address 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s 


Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


—Price, 25 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Tsfayette Place. New York City. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
" A good book written with a purpose.’ 


Prio 26 cents. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 


Should. It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
Work is pubiished specially for distribution by 
shose who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


fen copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies, - - - = 4,50 
Ine hundred copies - - - 8.00 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


By SYDNEY BARRINGTON ELLIOT, M.D, 


A Treatise on the Generative System, 
In three parts, inciuding 


Pre-vatal Influence, (Influence which af- 
fects an unborn child ) 
Limitation of Offspring and 
Hygiene of the Generative System, 
Containing 
Plain Facts on Private Subjects for all Adults. 
This book deals in an open, 
frank, but delicate way, with all points of in- 
terest on the generative system. 
i t treats of 
Personal and, Social Physiology and, Hygiene. 
HAT THE Manni«p Ovanur To KNOW 
In order to live healthy lives and produce healthy 
offspring. 

It is free from medical technicalities, written 
on the highest moral plane and in such a way 
that everyone may read. and understand it. It is 
most highly commended by the press, eminent 
Physicians, and prominent people of all callings. 

Itis printed from large, new, clear-faced type, 
on good paper, in one volume, well bound. 


Price, cloth, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEP 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Editor and Manager, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


E. M. MAGDONALD, 


SATURDAY, - - - - DEOEMBER 28, 1895. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance..............eeccecsscceecereee#3 06 
One subscription two years, in advance 5 00 
Two new BUDSCTIDOFS...........ccsceeeeee . 9 00 
One subscription with one new subacriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One Poa with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
D ME 7 


tan IPA AT E E E 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


———————————————— 


Money should be sent by exprese company's money order, 
postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make draftis, ohecks, post-opice 
and express money orders Payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE,—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send as tho name and address of 
any Freethinker who is nota regular subscriber. 


A Fight for Justice. 


The movement to bring about the taxation of 
church property in the state of Missouri is reported 
to be assuming commanding proportions. It seems 
that, so far as the city of St. Louis is concerned, 
the matter is in charge of a clergyman, the Rev. 
W. W. Hopkins, described as secretary of the Agi- 
tation Committee. Mr. Hopkins says that * church 
property in St. Louis, with a market valuation of 
over $48,000,000, is now untaxed. Fully half of this 
property is not directly used for church purposes, 
and a large part of it is held for speculation. In 
some instances secular occupation of church lands 
and buildings yields a revenue in rental to churches, 
but no tax is assessed. It is our purpose to secure 
an amendment to the constitution of the state tax- 
ing all property.” 

An exchange suggests that the activity of the 
Protestant clergy in this movement is inspired by 
the fact that a large preponderance of the untaxed 
property is held by the Catholic church, but the 
odium theologicum does not appear in their argu- 
ment, which is unanswerably sound. “ We are 
making this fight " they say, “for the sake of right 
and justice, and the correction of a palpable wrong 
—a wrong that has forced itself upon the attention 
of taxpayers by the fact that the constitutional ex- 
emptions acquiesced in by a tolerant, benevolent, 
and magnanimous public sentiment are in numer- 
ous instances grossly abused. A vast amount of 
valuable property now untaxed is held for specula- 
tion and profit, and not for the purpose contem- 
plated by the constitution of the state. By many 
it is urged that the churches are moral forces in a 
community, and for this reason their property 
should not be taxed. Every honest man and vir- 
tuous woman is a moral force, and on the same 
theory it should only be necessary for them to 
prove their purity in order to escape taxation. 
This movement is only started, and as yet we hav 
no activ aggressiv organization. But if our initial 
efforts betoken ultimate success, an organization 
with an irresistible public sentiment behind it will 
be formed in the near future.” 

St. Louis Secularists should see to it that copies 
vf the pamphlet “Church Property” (advertised 
on opposit page) are placed in the hands of the 
Agitation Committee, with the article, * An Opinion 


o oo | Situation in few words. 


on Tax Exemption,” in this issue of Taz Teura 
Szzkrn. So fortified, if they are in earnest, the peo- 
ple of Missouri may carry the contest to a successful 
issue. 


Cross Against Cresent. 

When both sides of the story about the Arme- 
nian atrocities are told, the Mohammedan partici- 
pators appear less black than they are painted by 
the Christian missionaries. There is a paper pub- 
lished in Ulster Park, N. Y., by Mohammed Alex- 
ander Russell Webb, which devotes much of its 
space to a defense of the present sultan of Turkey 
and to a vindication of his course toward the “ re- 
bellious, anarchistic Armenians.” 

Old Cetewayo, the Zulu chief, put the African 
Said he: “First you 
send the missionary with the Bible; next you send 
the trader with the rum bottle; next you send the 
consul with the flag; then you send the soldier 
with the gun.” Mohammed A. R. Webb uses more 
words, but they mean about the same thing. 
Christian governments hav sent to Turkey their 
missionaries, their traders, their embassadors, and 
their guns and warships. The presence of the 
missionaries and Armenian followers of Christ in 
the Sultan’s domain is used as a warrant for foreign 
interference with the affairs of the Moslem govern- 
ment, and M. A. R. Webb avers that the sultan has 
granted concessions such as no Christian power 
would hav made under the circumstances. He has 
accorded the Armenians more liberty than they 
know how to enjoy, and they hav used it at the ex- 
pense of the property and lives of his other sub- 
jects. “They hav been bold in doing this,” says 
Mr. Webb, ‘feeling assured that they would be 
supported and encouraged by the church Christian 
missionary element in all parts of the world. Nor 
hav they been mistaken; this support and en- 
couragement hav been freely and enthusiastically 
given to them, notwithstanding the convincing evi- 
dence that gross injustice was being done to the 
Turkish government.” Great trouble has arisen, 
we are told, through lust for political power, terri- 
tory, and commercial supremacy on the part of 
England and Russia, but these questions could be 
settled diplomatically and without rupture of peace- 
ful relations were it not for “the far greater dis- 
turbing influence of Christian intolerance and fa- 
naticism.” 

If we may credit the word of the editor of the 
Moslem World, “in no country on earth is the re- 
ligious liberty of all classes more firmly guaranteed 
and protected than in the Turkish dominions.” 
None are are so tolerant of other religions as the 
followers of Mohammed (on whom be peace). His 
Imperial Majesty, Abdul Hamid IL, sultan of 
Turkey and caliph of Islam, has not only given Chris- 
tian missionaries every liberty, but special privi- 
leges as well. In England less than two years ago 
the Mussulmans of Liverpool, while engaged in 
prayer, were stoned by a Christian mob and several 
so seriously injured that they were sent to a hospi- 
tal. Even Mr. Webb himself has been persecuted 
and robbed in America in a manner that would 
call down the wrath of the sultan if Webb had been 
a Christian missionary in Turkey. Briefly, the 
Christian missionaries, by working upon religious 
prejudices, hav stirred up the Armenians to revolt, 
and the greedy Christian powers are taking advan- 
tage of the disturbance to agitate for the dismem- 
berment of the Ottoman empire. . 

Added to the intolerance inherent in the Chris- 
tian religion, the missionaries are actuated by the 
malignancy of the beaten. They hav failed to con- 
vert one “honest, intelligent Mussulman.” In all 


oriental countries missions are a failure, and no- 
where more completely so than in Turkey. 

Such is the Mohammedan version of the Arme- 
nian trouble. We do not hav to accept it all as liter- 
ally veracious, for when one religionist discusses 
the character and acts of another belonging to an 
opposing cult, prudence dictates that his state- 
ments should be weighed in the scale of probability. 
But one thing is cerbain—at the root of the diffi- 
culty is diversity of belief. Christian missionary 
zeal has brought the followers of Christ into con- 
flict with the followers of Mohammed, and fanati- 
cism has been safely trusted to do the rest. 


Falsifying the Issue. 

The Sabbath enforcers hav held their mass meet- 
ing to protest against submitting the question of 
Sunday liberty to the voters of New York city. 
They held it in this town on the evening of Dacem- 
ber 16th, and there were present as speakers Bishop 
H. C. Potter, who presided; the Rev. A. P. Doyle, 
a Catholic priest; Warner Miller, a politician; the 
Rev. J. M. Buckley, an editor; Bishop Doane, of 
Albany, and Frederic R. Coudert, a lawyer. All of 
these sounded the same note, and it was a false 
one. In their call for the meeting they set forth: 

** That there is nothing in the trade of a saloon keeper 
which should make it an exception to the long-settled 
policy of the state, which protects the right of rest and 


quiet worship on Sunday by forbidding ordinary traffio 
on that day.” 


That is all the call contains which touches the 
Sunday question proper, the remainder of the doc- 
ument being devoted to the evils of intemperance, 
which is another matter. Even the paragraph here 
quoted is a misrepresentation. Discussion of the 
Sunday issue has been most voluminous. Out of 
the mass of fallacious argument put forward, the 
Sabbatarians hav extracted the kernel of sophistry, 
and that kernel is embodied in the lines quoted. 
It is intended to delude. We are to believe that 
the anti-‘Sunday law fight is solely in the interest 
of the saloons, which on its merits it is not. The 
saloon keepers are of course contending for what 
they conceive to be their rights in the matter, but 
the persecution of the venders of matches, ice, neck- 
ties, and collar-buttons, and the closing of grocery 
stores where only provisions are sold, does not touch 
the liquor interests. Not the slightest evidence is 
adduced that the liquor dealers desire, like the par- 
sons, to close all doors that do not open in the 
direction of their places of business. They ask for 
a repeal of the law forbidding them to do business 
on Sunday, which is perfectly natural, but it is not 
true that they desire to be an exception in that 
respect to other merchants. This is not said in 
defense of the publicans except as citizens, but to 
demonstrate that the Sabbatarians are conducting 
a campaign on false issues. All the discussion of 
liquor selling and the consequences of intemper- 
ance is introduced to cast odium upon the cause of 
a free Sunday, and for no other purpose. Admij- 
ting it to be a great pity that men will sell rum, the 
fact that they do sell it, as they are licensed to do 
by the government, givs no suggestion of a resson- 
able excuse for enforcing puritanical Sunday laws 
on men engaged in other branches of business. 

Deliver us from those hypocrits who aver in the 
call for this mass meeting that the state “ protects 
the right of rest and quiet worship on Sunday by 
forbidding ordinary traffic on that day.” To say 
nothing about the noisiest kind of traffic, the run- 
ning of railroad trains, which is not forbidden in 
civilized communities, the truth must suggest itself 
to the dullest mind that the state will be powerless 
to protect the quiet of any day when church bells 
are rung from morning till night. 
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Such an occasion as this meeting could not be 
expected to pass with no allusion to the iniquity of 
* submitting a law of God to the local option of 
corrupt cities.” Bishop Doane saw to it that the 
omission was not made. Having illustrated his 
contention by saying that the state might as well 
submit adultery as Sabbath observance to local op- 
tion, he quoted the law of God in such case made 
and provided, to wit, “Six days shall work be done, 
but on the seventh day there shall be to you an 
holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord." Beyond 
doubt, he knew that this iaw had reference to some 
other day than Sunday, but, like Senator Quay, of 
Pennsylvania, he appeared willing to “strike out 
the word ‘seventh’ before the word ‘day’ and in- 
sert the word ‘first.’” Besides, he garbled the law. 
A material part of every law is the penalty, and 
when we demand the enforeement of the statute 
itself we must do so knowing that its penalty will 
be inflicted on the offender; otherwise it is void. If 
Bishop Doane, therefore, accepts the legislation as 
just, he has to take all its provisions; and the pro- 
vision of this act regarding the Sabbath is that 
“whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to 
death." Were we not witnesses to the fact, human 
testimony could scarcely convince us that a law so 
barbarous as the so-called Mosaic command about 
the seventh day, originating in an age of darkness 
and savagery, could be thought worthy the serious 
attention of intelligent people in this century. 

Bishop Doane’s remarks so well express the tone 
of the gathering that no others need be quoted. 
Every speaker placed himself on record as totally 
unmindful of the existence of such a principle as 
that of religious liberty, and called upon the police 
to turn the city into a desert on one day in seven in 
the interest of * quiet worship" which has never 
been disturbed or denied. And rot one person in 
twenty in New York goes to church or worships 
elsewhere. 


Catholie Mendaeity. 


The Catholic News of November 20th hasa quite 
diverting editorial concerning a scene in a French 
court of justice. It says that this scene “must be 
regarded as a strong argument for the careful re- 
ligious as well as secular training of youth."  Emi- 
lius Gaudot, a boy of eighteen, had murdered a girl 
in order to rob her of about forty cents. The judge 
said to the prisoner that probably he would not 
hav killed the girl if he had known how little 
money she had. This dialog ensued : 

“ Gaudot: ‘And why not? What does it matter to me 
to hav an old carcass more or less in this world? I work 
for any wages I can procure.’ 

“Judge: * Your cynicism would disgust the very can- 
nibals themselvs. You are only eighteen, and you are 
charged with a capital crime. Who has taught you so 
much iniquity ?’ 

** Gaudot: ‘How do I know?’ 

“Judge: ‘Do you confess to all the charges brought 
against you? 

*! Gaudot: ‘I confess all. 


These things are play for 
me.’ 39 


The counsel for the murderer saw that he must 
play to the galleries if he was to hope for a mild 
sentence for his client. So he proceeded to arraign 
the whole governmental machinery of France for 
its failure to keep the crucifix in the schools. Here 
is a sample of his buncombe: 


‘*I see before me and I salute the Image of the Cruci- 
fied One. This Image is here in the very court where 
you condemn the guilty, But tell me why is it not in 
your schools to which you invite the little child in order 
to instruct him? Why do you punish men under the eye 
of God? Why is the God of Calvary presented for the 
first time to Gaudot here when he sees himself struck 
down by the law? If the Crucifix had been presented to 
Gaudot when he sat at his desk in school, Gaudot would 
not now sit on this bench of infany.” 


But there is nothing in the account as given by 
the News that goes to show that Gaudot had not 
received religious instruction. So far as we know, 
he may hav been brought up very piously. Noth- 
ing in his acts indicates to the contrary, for not 
even his lawyer would pretend in private conversa- 
tion that no crimes are committed by those who 
hav been educated religiously. There hav been 
multitudes of Catholic criminals, of all stations in 


life, from a Borgia on the papal throne to the 
humblest sneak thief or garroter. There are to- 
day thousands of inmates of our jails and peniten- 
tiaries who hav seen the crucifix from their infancy 
through youth te manhood and womanhood. The 
assertion of the lawyer that “if the crucifix had 
been presented to Gaudot when he sat at his desk 
in school, Gaudot would not now sit on this bench 
of infamy,” is paralleled by the equally mendacious 
assertion of the editor of the Catholic News here 
in New York that “no honest man can doubt that 
religious instruction would hav prevented this 
young man from committing the terrible crime that 
now sends him to his death.” If this claim holds 
good in the ease of all Oatholic-educated persons, 
we shall be greatly indebted to the editor of the 
Catholic Mews if he will explain the presence in 
Sing Sing and Auburn of the hundreds of Oatholic 
guests who are forcibly detained in the state penal 
institutions in those places. 


Announcement. 


We hav been the recipient within the past two 
weeks of from one to forty dozen clippings of 
clerical attacks upon Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. His 
recent lecture tour, as his tours always do, has 
stirred the followers of the meek and lowly one 
to renewed efforts at slander and personal vitupera- 
tion, has given their imaginations new wings, and 
their inventiv powers new incentivs. There is 
nothing, apparently, like the Christian religion to 


make men mean; and a man who loves God a great 


deal usually hates one who doesn't in proportion. 

Let our friends hav patience. We are preparing 
for the Tur Terors Sxkzzz, and shall also put it in 
pamphlet form, a full consideration of these misera. 
ble lies, showing them to be such, and thus enable 
all Freethinkers to squelch the dirty little preachers 
who vend and revend the libelous slanders of 8 
nameless scoundrel, as well as infamous inventions 
of their own. 

We do not expect to be able to chase every lie to 
its grave, but we shall kill the stock ones, and the 
suckers which spring up around their roots can be 
mowed off by anyone. They all hav a common 
parent tree. 
paper early in January. 

Lm t i ape se die co 

In Plymouth church, Brooklyn, December 12th, 
was held & prize spelling match. Two deacons of 
the church, not being spelled down, agreed to toss 
a coin to decide which should take the prize of $5, 
and it was done. There cai be no question that 
they gambled in the sight of the congregation, and 
broke the law as effectually as if they had bet on a 
horserace or & throw of dice. If gambling is a 
crime, they were criminals. It is unnecessary to 
add that neither of the two deacons was arrested, 
but it may be appropriate to note occasionally that 
pious opposition to games of chance and other 
iniquities is prompted principally by a lust for 
notoriety and conducted on a basis of canting 
hypocrisy. 


Christ-up-to-date Schlatter, the ex-shoemaker, ex- 
perpetual motion crank, and ex-bedlamite, has 


already attracted the attention of a greater number 


of people than ever heard of the Galilean in his 
day, and the amount of testimony published about 
him is much more voluminous than the gospels. 
Still, the world waits to hear of one verifiable cure 
that he has effected. His case is valuable as exhib- 
iting phenomena similar to those said to hav at- 
tended the career of his predecessor nearly two 
thousand years ago, and as affording us a chance 
to judge how much truth there is likely to be in the 
older accounts. Taking advantage of the oppor- 
tunity for comparison, we find that messiahs are 
very common clay, and that the problem which they 
raise is not whether they are inspired or uninspired, 
but whether they are lunatics or impostors. 


Minds not clarified by the presence of the “holy 
spirit” will be somewhat bewildered to learn 
that while as vicar of Christ Pope Leo XIII. is in- 
fallible, as a cardinal and author he fell into such 
grievous error of doctrin that one of his books is 


We shall begin to print it in the, 


in the Index Expurgatorius and no faithful son or 
daughter of the church may read it. When he was 
Cardinal Joachim Pecci, and before heaven had be- 
stowed upon him the portfolio of God’s vicegerent 
on earth, he wrote a work on the “ Sacred Blood of 
Mary,"in which he argued that the gusceptibility 
of the Virgin to lunar influences should be made 
the subject of pious hilarity and celebrated period- 
ically by a feast. It is recorded that “the author, - 
in a praiseworthy manner, made submission and 
disapproved of his own work.” 


Oo ———————— —— 


We are in receipt of a copy of the Westminster 
Endeavorer, published at Indianapolis, Ind., con- 
taining & marked paragraph vaunting the fact that 
the above-mentioned religious paper is printed upon 
the press formerly belonging to the plant of the 
iconoclastic Ironclad Age, now suspended. Weare 
not disturbed. The readers of the Age do not go 
with the machinery which produced it; and since 
that machinery can no longer be put to its original 
use, its fate is doubtless a matter of as much indif- 
ference to them as to ourselvs. Nevertheless, if 
some Freethinker, once a reader of Dr. Monroe's 
paper, should chance to revisit the glimpses of the 
“Den” and observe the old press working off En. 
deavorers, he might muse, with Hamlet, * To what 
base uses we may return, Horatio!" And it might 
take no great effort of the imagination for him to 
conceive of the noble dust of Alexander stopping a 
bunghole. 


A remarkable religious revival is reported to be 
in progress among the inmates of the Indiana 
state prison at Indianapolis, more than one hun- 
dred of the most hardened convicts having pro- 
fessed conversion, while a Christian Endeavor 
society with two hundred members has been organ- 
ized within the prison walls. According to the 
constitution and by-laws of the Eindeavorers, every 
local society is entitled to send delegates to the 
national convention, and the members of the In- 
dianapolis branch are wondering if the rule will be 
permitted to work in their case. If so, there will 
be lively competition for choice of delegates; but 
though the privilege of meeting with the cen- 
tral body may be denied these new converts, they 
may be cheered by the pretty sure prospect that 
the organization they hav joined will, from time 
to time, send delegates to worship with them 
where they are. 

pos petiuit 0 e 

‘The recent papal letter condemning religious con- 
gresses was somewhat of a surprise, because confessedly 
the Catholics made the best showing at the Chicago Par- 
liament of Religions. Withoat going to the length of 
anathematizing such assemblies, the Pope has placed an 
interdiction upon them. In this respect his views coin- 
cide with those of certain Episcopaliau divines who are 
also disturbed by congresses that tend to merge sects 
and creeds. But neither pope nor divine can check the 
impulse toward brotherhood."— N, Y. Jewish Messenger. 

The real objection to parliaments of religion is 
that they are virtual recognitions of the scientific 
conception of religion, that it is a development in- 
stead of a revelation. This is why Leo, the Ad- 
ventists, the Reformed Presbyterians, and other 
ulira orthodox Christians discourage such assem- 
blages. They see, as we see, that these gatherings 
place Ohristianity on the same plane with the 
‘heathen " and “ pagan" religions. The compara- 
tiv study of theology is a deadly stab in the vitals 
of special revelation. Parliaments of religion sre 
for the comparativ study of theology. Therefore 
all far-seeing and consistent defenders of the dogma 
of exclusiv salvation must oppose such parliaments. . 
Regarding the assertion contained in the closing; 
sentence of the Messenger's paragraph, it is not 
entirely * the impulse toward brotherhood” that is: 
drawing the sects together. Many religionists, 
Christians in particular, realize that it may be bet- 
ter to relinquish some of their absurd pretensions 
concerning the origin of their dogmas for the sub- 
stantial benefits of & union that will giv them, 
through legislation, a closer grip on the consciences 
and liberties of their neighbors. They reason that 
it will not matter so much about the orthodoxy of 
a person's belief go long as good stiff Christian laws 
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compel him to keep his mouth shut and at least not 
openly defj the social conventions based on the ás- 
sumption of the divine sanction of its anti-natural 
creed. The desire to secure political supremacy 
explains a great deal of the prevailing agitation in 
favor of church union. 

— 

** A dispatch from New Rochelle, N. Y., speaks of an 
old homestead on the road to White Plains, which was 
burnt, as having been ‘frequently visited by the Atheist 
Thomas Paine.’ Thomas Paine in the ‘Age of Reason’ 
explicitly denied being an Atheist, and affirmed that he 
believed in one God. If he ever avowed himself an 
Atheist, or hesitated to declare that he believed in one 
God, we should like to hav some reader who is in posses- 
sion of the proof communicate with us.”— Christian Ad- 
vocate, Nov. 28, 1895. : 

Your mail will not be burdened with such com- 
munications, doctor, though if every parson who has 
made the statement that Paine was an Atheist, 
without having the proof in his possession, should 
communicate with you, you would need another 
hand to open your letters. Paine’s argument for the 
existence of God, made in his address before the 
Theophilanthropists of Paris, is the only safe refuge 
of present-day Theists. 

Re een eee ee 

The Rev. Dr. Rainsford, of St. George's church, 
New York, at a banquet of the Methodist Social 
Union a week ago, made the statement that the 
church was growing more unpopular every day. 
Murmurs arose among his auditors, but he went on: 

“Say what you will, the church is not holding its own. 
Fewer people, in proportion to the total population, at- 
tend church in New York city to-day than did ten years 
ago. * * Olose all the saloons, and you won't benefit 
the poor man a bit. Iam against elosing the saloon till 
you giv the poor man something better in its place. Put 
the best and handsomest churches in the slums, giv 
them the best music, and put the strongest man to reform 
the worst scoundrel.” 

The truth of Dr. Rainsford’s statement is not at 
all doubtful. Churches that are engaged in a war 
upon the community must expect to lose ground. 
It is enough that they ask intelligent persons to 
believe their impossible stories and to accept their 
ridiculous creeds, without putting themselvs in the 
attitude of combatants toward the very people for 
whose salvation they profess to be laboring. When 
a church measures its success, not by the number 
of converts it has made, nor by the amount of good 
it.has done, but by the number of police arrests it 
has caused, it ought to grow unpopular, and we are 
glad to hear from so reliable a statistician as Dr. 
Rainsford that it is doing so. 

eNA 

The closing of New York’s saloons on Sunday is 
reported to hav reduced the visible amount of 

“drunkenness, but it has had another effect not so 
salutary. Crimes of violence are on the increase, 
and there are more of them on Sunday than on 
other days for the reason that the police are so in- 
tent on preventing citizens from getting their cus- 
tomary beer that they bav less time to devote to 
protecting them. One of our judges, in charging 
the grand jury recently, remarking that the num- 
ber of assaults and robberies was unprecedented in 
the history of the city, said that a condition of 
affairs existed involving dangers to life and prop- 
erty such as should be found in no civilized com- 
munity. This is without doubt directly traceable 
to the religious and “moral” crusade inaugurated 
by the police commissioners. If a police officer can 
make an arrest unattended with danger or even 
effort, like that of a street pedler, a bartender, or a 
woman suspected of accosting men on the street, 
it assures him relief from the monotony of patrol- 
ing, and givs him a half day off to attend court the 
next morning. In the ten weeks ending December 
16th there were 148 crimes against life and prop- 
erty in New York city. These included nineteen 
murders, thirty-nine felonious assaults, nine incen- 
diary fires, thirteen highway robberies, and sixty- 
two burglaries. Few of the criminals were appre- 
hended, but the police managed to make ahout five 
hundred arrests for violation of the Sunday law. 


A new Comstock law has been introduced in the 
Senate of the United States hy Vilas, of Wisconsin. 
Jb is a duplicate of the notorious postal statutes 


passed by the * drunken Congress" of 1873, and is 
designed to establish a surveillance by the Vice so- 
ciety over matter consigned to express companies 
and other common carriers. 
the transmission of certain books, prints, and pict- 
ures, it provides a penalty of $5,000 fine and five 
years’ imprisonment for sending letters the lit- 
erary taste of which is not approved by the promot- 
ers of ignorance. 
unlawful to directly or indirectly giv any information, 
in a written or printed communication as to how or 
by what means an undesired increase of the popu- 
lation may be averted. As advice against marriage, 
as well as the advocacy of chastity, would come 
under that head, itis evident that the framers of 
the bill regard the Malthusian question as settled, 
and the married are condemned to suffer the most 
Serious congequences of acts in which they may be 


There is no warrant. under the Constitution nor 
under the heavens for such interference with pri- 
vate correspondence and business transactions. 
should be condemned and resented by every person 
with sufficient self-reliance to mail a letter without 
first submitting it to his grandmother for approval. 
The bill is numbered “Senate 556,” against which 


Besides prohibiting 


By this bill it is also made 


willing or unwilling participants. It is abominable. 


It 


protests should be directed to members of the 
Senate. 


fe — 

It is an old saying that if certain persons are ac- 
corded a sufficient length of rope they will hang 
themselvs. So it is with some abuses. Given time, 
they eventually lead to their own abolition. The 
nuisance arising from the appointment of chaplains 
in legislativ assemblies seems to be approaching the 
point where abatement may come as a natural result. 
The Evening Post says: 

£‘ The widespread disgust over the opening prayer of 
the new chaplain of the House ought not to pass without 
leaving some impression. This performance of the Rev. 
Mr. Couden is only the worst of a long series of offanses 
against decency perpetrated by clergymen who hav 
offered prayer before legislativ bodies and party conven- 
tions of late years. The political prayer has become a 
publie scandal, which ought to be suppressed. The only 
effactiv way of accomplishing this seems to be to abolish 
the system of prayers on such occasions. It is a practice 
which, while appropriate enough in a day and in a atate 
when only church members were allowed to vote, and 
when the clergy exercised power over the government, 
has now become an anachronism, and, by consequence, a 
worse than empty form. It belongs in the same category 
as the ‘election sermon,’ which used to be preached be- 
fore each new legislature in Massachusetts until the law- 
makers refused to hear it, and the Fast day, which 
nobody would keep; and the chaplaincy ‘ must go,’ as 
each of these other similar institutions has already gone." 

We do not know how Chaplain Couden has 
offended the Post. Probably he prayed as he 
thought those who elected him would like to hav 
bim pray, and without regard for the feelings of 
party opponents. The political sympathies of the 
chaplain’s God are supposed to be with the faction 
having control of the House and its patronage. 
But no matter what Mr. Couden said; it was not 
the prayer, but the uttering it in a legislativ body 
as the agent between that body and some supposed 
deity, and taking pay for it out of the public treas- 
ury, which constituted the offense. It may hav 
been prejudicial to decency, or even scandalous; it 
certainly violated common sense. Official prayers 
at public expense are a sort of pious robbery, and 
when a chaplain prays in the House or Senate and 
then draws his salary for doing so, the morality of 
the act is not much above that of a pilferer who 
first crosses himself and then appropriates a valise 
that does not belong to him. 


Something for Colonel Ingersoll’s Friends. 

We hav made a lot of glass paper weights with 
the photograph of Colonel Ingersoll in them which 
we can furnish for 50 cents each. The picture 
is a Very good one, the weight is heavy, and every 
Freethinking business man ought to hav two or three 
on his desk to hold his papers down. The ladies will 
of course be pleased with so handsome an orna- 
ment for center-table or mantel. In the library, 


-too, and wherever there are papers to hold down, 


it will come handy, as well as being a souvenir of 
the greatest heretic in the world, Sent by mail or 
express prepaid for 50 cents. M 


methods of settling international disputes. 
and religion, as Winwood Reade pointed out, hav 
played parts of about equal importance in the 
martyrdom of man. 
dent of Toronto and a friend of Tue Taura SEEKER 
in its contention for the right of carriage in the 
Canadian mails, was recently asked for a statement 
of his views upon President Cleveland's message 
upon the Venezuela boundary question, and his 
opinion as to the probable termination of the dis- 
pute. 


A Controversy to be Peacefully Settled. 


Probably all Freethinkers believe in peaceful 
War 


Prof. Goldwin Smith, a resi- 


He said: 
* No one, L think, who has been much among 


Americans and conversed with men of different 
parties and classes among them, will be much sur- 
prised at Mr. Cleveland's message. 
convinced that since the abolition of slavery there 
prevails among them no desire for territorial ag- 
grandizement. 
shown when they refused to annex San Domingo, 
and has appeared on other occasions. 
in all my intercourse with them heard the slightest 
expression of a desire to infringe upon the inde- 
pendence of Canada. 
independent country we might rest in perfect secu- 
rity at their side, but to the Monroe doctrin I hav 
always believed them to be strongly attached, and 
I doubt not that President Cleveland in asserting 
it on this occasion will hav their general sympathy 
and support. 


I am firmly 


The absence of such a desire was 


I hav never 


I hav no doubt that as an 


« They regard it not as.a manifesto of American 


aggrandizement, but as a charter of independence 
for this continent and a declaration that the New 
World shall be allowed to work out its own desti- 
nies, free from any interference on the part of the 
powers of the Old World. 


« They were resolved to apply the principle in the 


case of Mexico, and they did insist with success on 
the withdrawal of the French emperor and the ex- 
tinction of the Latin empire which he founded. In 
telling the powers of the Holy Alliance that an 
interference on their part with the political inde- 
pendence of South American republics would be 
regarded as an act unfriendly to the United States, 
President Monroe clearly implied that the United 
States occupied the position of a tutelary power. 
It is singular that this should not hitherto hav 
been generally noticed, but it is certainly a fact. 


“I think it doubtful whether any European 


power would be permitted, if the United States 
could help it, to make this continent the scene, 
basis, or highway of its wars. 
the United States would be inclined to exercise 


I rather think that 


that tutelary authority in guarding the peace of this 
continent. Our two railways are almost as much 
American as Canadian. They are practically in no 
small measure under American control. I doubt 
whether they would be allowed to be freely used 
for the transmission of troops and munitions of 
war to be employed in war against any power with 
which the United States were at peace. In case of 
war I suspect that Great Britain’s only safe route 
to India would be around the Cape of Good Hope. 
I hav been speaking as to the Monroe doctrin gen- 
erally and the attachment of Americans to it, which 
prepared me for the attitude assumed by Mr. 
Cleveland. 

«On the merits of the Venezuelan question in 
particular I would not presume to judge between 
the opinions of the great diplomatists arrayed on 
the two sides. It appears to be simply a boundary 
question, and all boundary questions, I should say, 
are cages for arbitration. I can, indeed, conceive 
of no class of cases to which arbitration is more 
plainly applieable than these. I do not doubt that 
the controversy will be brought to a peaceful 
termination." 


Leetures and Meetings. 

Tus Freathinkers’ Association of Dallas, Texas, meets 
every Sunday at 8 ». w. in Liberty Hall, 228 South Ervay 
street. Dr. G. S. Lincoln, pres.; O. Paget, sec. All aro 
welcome. 


Henry RowLEY, president of the Brooklyn Philosoph- 
ical Association, will address the Friendship Liberal 
League of Philadelphia the last Sanday in January. when 
special exercises will bc had in commemoration of Paine’s 
birthday. At 2:30 r.m. his subject will be '* What the 
World Owes to Thomas Paine.” The subject of the 
evening lecture is ‘‘ Jesus, Mill, and Spencer.” 

S. P. Putnam’s lecture engagements: 

Dec. 29th, Farmdale and | Jan, bth......... Chicago, Tl. 
vicinity. 

Tax Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for December: 

Dec. 27th—* Stirpioulture and Prenatal Culture." M. 
L. Holbrook, M. D. 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Lecture Appointments. 
Dec. 29—Jersey ae Nik Jieeevecc tienes The Bible 
Jan. 5—Detroit, Mich........... eere eene nnn oln 
Jan, 19— Toledo, Ohio............The Foundations of Faith 
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An Opinion on Tax Exemption. 


The following is a synopsis of a decision by the 
Supreme Court of the state of Oregon at its October 
term, 1895, in the case of The Portland Hibernian 
Benevolent Society, respondent, vs. Penumbra 
Kelley, appellant (opinion by Bean, C. J.), which 


will interest Secularists : 


The society is incorporated under the laws of 
Oregon, to dispense charity to its members and 
It owns a lot in Portland, on which 


their families. 
is a three-story brick building, all rented for stores, 


offices, and a public hall, except one room, which is 
occupied by the society; the revenues being ex- 
elusivly devoted to the objects and purposes of the 
society. "The suit was brought by the society to 
restrain the sheriff from enforcing the collection of 


taxes levied upon the property for state and county 
purposes for the year 1892, on the ground that the 
property is exempt from taxation under the consti- 
tution and laws of the state. The constitution says: 
“ The legislativ assembly shall provide by law for 
uniform and equal rate of assessment and taxation ; 
and shall prescribe such regulations as shall secure 
a just valuation for taxation of all property, both 
real and personal, excepting such only for munici- 
pal, educstional, literary, scientific, religious, or 
charitable purposes as may be specially exempted by 
law.” The law says: “The personal property of all 
literary, benevolent, charitable, and scientific insti- 
tutions, incorporated within this state, and such 


real estate belonging to such institutions as shall: 


be actually occupied for the purposes for which they 
were incorporated, shall be exempt from taxation." 

The sheriff contended (1) that the society “is 
not a charitable institution, within the meaning 
of the law, because its benefits are confined to its 
own members and their families.” (2) “‘ That the 
property assessed is not actually occupied for the 
purposes for which it was incorporated.” The first 
point, the court decided against the sheriff. The 
second, it decided in his favor. The opinion on the 
second point is as follows: 

We are clear that the property in question is 
not exempt from taxation because it is not actually 
occupied for charitable purposes. 

Subdvision 3 of See. 2,732 (Hill’s Ann. Laws of 
Oregon) under which the exemption is claimed, 
exempts only such real property belonging to in- 
corporated charitable institutions as shall be actu- 
ally occupied for the purposes for which they were 
incorporated. It does not exempt from taxation 
the enumerated institutions as such or real estate 
simply because it belongs to such institutions or 
even because it is used for charitable purposes, 
but it expressly confines the right of exemption to 
such real estate only belonging to them as shall be 
actually occupied in a particular manner and for a 
specified purpose, and this right therefore clearly 
cannot be extended to property occupied and used 
for other and different purposes, although the 
revenue derived from its use is devoted exclusivly 
to the objects for which the institution was estab- 
lished. It is the actual occupancy of the property 
which determins its right to exemption and not the 
use made of its proceeds. The plain and obvious 
meaning of the statute is that only the real estate 
actually occupied and in use by these different in- 
stitutions for the purposes for which they were 
organized, shall be exempt from taxation. While 
so occupied and used it does not come in competi- 
tion with the property of other owners and the 
purposes for which it is used were supposed by the 
legislature to be a sufficient benefit to the public to 
justify its exempiion from the burdens of taxation 
imposed upon other property. But when such 
property is used for the purpose of accumulating 
money the law imposes upon it the same burden of 
taxation as it imposes upon other property similarly 
situated. The statute does not undertake to 
discriminate between the uses which different so- 
cieties or individuals will make of the proceeds of 
their business and determin for that reason that 
one shall be taxed and the other not. It deals 
with the property as it finds it, and not with 
what may done with its proceeds in the future. 
Upon this question the authorities are practically 
unanimous under similar statutory provisions. 


* City of Indianapolis vs. Grand Master, 25 Ind. 518; 
Theological Seminary vs. The People, 101, Ill. 578; 
Washburn College vs. Com’rs Shawnee Co., 8 Kan., 344; 
Detroit Young Men’s Society vs. Mayor of Detroit, 3 
Mich, 172; Cincinnati College vs. The State, 19 O. 110; 
Library Association vs. Pelton, 36 O. State, 253; First M. 
E, Church vs City of Cnicago, 26 Ill. 482; City of New 
Orleans vs. St. Patrick’s Hall Association, 28 La. Ann. 
512; Same vs. St. Ann’s Asylum, 31 La. Ann. 293; Mayor 
of Baltimore vs. Grand Lodge, 60 Md. 280; Co. Com’rs 
of Frederick Co. vs. Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, 48 
Md. 34; also 50 Md, 429 and 449; Salem Lyceum ve, City 
of Salem, 154 Mass. 15; Chapel of the Good Shepherd 
vs. Boston, 120 Mass. 212; Mulroy vs. Churchman, 52 Ia. 
238; Orr vs. Baker, 4 Ind. 86; Academy vs. Exeter, 58 
N, H. 806; Morris vs, Masons, 68 Tex, 698; Proprietors 


It is so manifestly just that all property shall 
bear its due proportion of the expenses of gov- 
ernment that laws granting exemption from taxa- 
tion are always strictly construed, and before such 


exemption éan be admitted the intent of the legis- | 


lature to confer it must be clear beyond a reasonable 
doubt. Thus it is held that laws exempting from 
taxation “houses of religious worship,” or “ build- 
ings erected and used for religious worship,” or 
* property used for religious purposes,” ete., do not 
exempt a parsonage erected by a religious society 
for the use of its minister, although occupied by 
him free of rent and built on ground which would 
otherwise be exempt.* 

And a building belonging to the Young Men's 
Christian Association which contains above the 
basement—in which are the gymnasium, bowling 
alley, and bathroom—twenty-two rooms, only one 
of which is devoted to public worship, was held not 
exempt under a law exempting “every building 
used exclusivly for publie worship " (Y. M. C. A. of 
N. Y. vs. Mayor, ete., of N. Y., 113 N. Y. 187). The 
constitution of this state requires an equal and 
uniform rate of assessment and taxation of all prop- 
erty excepting “such only for municipal, educa- 
tional, literary, scientific, religious, or charitable 
purposes as may be specially exempted by law.” 
Taxation is, therefore, the rule, exemption the ex- 
ception; and nothing can be held to be exempt by 
implication. It is only such property, used for the 
purposes specified in the constitution, as the legis- 
lature may specially exempt which can escape taxa- 
tion. Exemption is not a matter of right, but a 
pure matter of grace, and every person or corpora- 
tion claiming that his or its property or any part 
thereof is exempt must be able to show clear con- 
stitutional or legislativ provision to that effect. 
The legislature in its wisdom has provided that, of 
the real property belonging to literary, benevolent, 
charitable, or scientific institutions incorporated 
within this state, such only shall be exempt from 
taxation as shall be actually occupied for the pur- 
poses for which they were incorporated, and under 
all the rules for the construction of exemption laws 
this cannot be held to include real property which 
is occupied for other purposes, although the reve- 
nues received therefrom may be used for the pur- 
poses of the corporation. Some of the authorities 
cited go to the extent of holding that when a por- 
tion only of à building belonging to such an insti- 
tution is occupied for the purposes for which it 
Was incorporated and the remainder is occupied 
by tenants paying rent, the entire building is 
liable to taxation; but the general tenor of the 
authorities, and no doubt the better rule, is that in 
such case the assessor in estimating the value of 
the property should make a proper allowance for 
the portion of the building occupied by the so- 
ciety, so that the tax levied will be laid only upon 
the value of that which is not exempt, though the 
property may be assessed as a whole. 

It is insisted by the plaintiff that the state is 
estopped from levying the tax in question for the 
reason that while it has owned the property as- 
sessed: since 1877 no attempt was made to assess 
it until the year 1890, and that relying upon that 
fact it borrowed in that year $33,000 on a mort- 
gage to enable it to erect the building now on the 
premises, and stipulated and agreed to pay the 
taxes on such mortgage. But the neglect or 
omission of the proper officers to assess the prop- 
erty cannot control the duty imposed by law upon 
their successors, or affect the legal construction of 
the statute under which its exemption from taxa- 
tion is claimed (Vixburg S. R. P. R. R. Co. vs. 
Dennis, 116 U. S., 665). 


I am indebted to the Hon. T. W. Davenport, 
State Land Agent, of Salem, for a transcript of the 
decision, from which to make the foregoing extract 
for Taz Trora Srexer. I send the authorities cited, 
thinking they may be useful to others. 

D. W. Smita. 


vs. Lowell, 1 Mete. 538; Wyman vs. St. Louis, 7 Mo. 
336; State vs. Ross, 24 N. J. L. 498; Massenburg vs. 
Grand Lodge, 81 Ga. 212; Ft. Des Moines Lodge ve. 
County of Polk, 56 Ia. 34. See also notes to Petersburg 
vs. Benevolent Mechanics’ Association, 3 Am. and Eng. 
Corporation Cases, 488, and Book Agents vs. Hinton, 19 


* State vs. Axtel, 41 N. J. L. 117; Co. of Hennepin vs. 
Grace, 27 Minn. 503; Co. of Ramsay vs. Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 45 Minn. 229; Third Congregational 
Society vs. Springfield, 147 Mass. 396; Wardens vs. 
Mayor, 78 Ga. 541; Gerke vs. Purcell, 25 O. St. 229; 
Trustees of M. E. Church vs. Ellis, 38 Ind. 3; Vail vs. 
Beach, 10 Kan. 214, . 


Samuel D. Moore, of Suttons, Lenawee county, Mich., 
has a library of Freethought books which he will dispose 
of at half price. Mr. Moore has been gathering these 


volumes for years, and his library contains many import- 
ant works in good condition. Address him as above, 


The International Freethought Congress. 

Translated from Foreign Journals by Gustav Nelson, ALD. 

The International Freethought Congress, which 
was held at Brussels, Belgium, Sept. 22d to 25th, 
this year, was a decided success. 

Delegates from nearly all countries except the 
United States and Canada were present. France was 
represented by twenty-five delegates and Belgium 
by forty-four. Spain, Holland, Germany, Austria, 
Italy, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Australia, Eng- 
land, Mexico, and various republics of South 
America had delegates present. The French as well 
as the Belgian secular press sent reporters, who 
gave à faithful account of the proceedings of the 
congress. 

Among the delegates especially mentioned by the 
Brussels papers were Paul Robin, founder and for 
many years director of the orphan asylum at Cem- 
puis; Paul Bernard, Schacre, Mr. and Mrs. Pas- 
quier Bousseret, Marie Veronne, all from France; 
Odon de Buen and Adolfo Moglin, Spain; Dr. Ful- 
pius, Switzerland; Nellie van Kol, Holland; Mrs. 
Hedwig Wilhelmi, Germany and Austria; Jordan, 
Wheeler, Wald, England ; Goudstekker and Barbesa, 
Italy; Deluc, Des Essarts, Furnemont, Vandewelde, 
Cavrat and Hektor Denis, Belgium. 

The Brussels Freemason lodge, * Les amis Phi- 
lantropes,” tendered free of charge their beautiful 
lodge building. Sunday morning, President Furne- 
mont opened the proceedings and introduced Prof. 
Hektor Denis, who spoke on the subject of evolution 
and coming victory of the spirit of humanity. The 
next speaker was the deposed Spanish university 
professor, Odon de Buen, who in his speech de- 
clared that the present congress was but the con- 
tinuation of the one held three years ago in Madrid, 
and which was prohibited by the government. He 
stated further that this unlawful and tyrannical pro- 
ceeding of the Spanish authorities had given Free- 
thought an additional growth in Spain. Barcelona 
has to-day a Freethought society numbering over 
two thousand members, with a rationalistic kinder- 
garten attached. The Congress, upon the motion 
of delegate Lenormand, formulated an address of 
sympathy with the striking workmen of Charmeaux. 

The afternoon session, presided over by Paul 
Robin, was a stormy one. The first question to be 
debated was a resolution in favor of the abolition 
of war, on which all agreed, until the Parisian dele- 
gate, Schacre, demanded that an exception be made 
in the case of France and Germany, inasmuch as 
no peace was possible so long as Alsace-Loraine 
remained German. His amendment was voted 
down. 

Mrs. Wilhelmi protested against the recent 
Sedan celebrations in Germany, as being an out- 
rage not alone against the French people, but 
against the whole world. She said that resolutions 
against war were futil ; people enjoy hearing them, 
but the governments laugh at them. A Miss Bar- 
barousse (France) proposed to stop war by refusing 
to serve. The proposition was received with ac- 
clamations, not so much on account of its practi- 
eability as because of its brevity. Although the 
general sentiment of the Congress was against war, 
it was deemed better to carry the further discussion 
over to the next congress. 

The second question was regarding the “rela- 
tions of church and state.” The various resolu- 
tions pertaining to this subject were agreed upon 
without trouble, but when it came to the discussion 
of the resolutions denying the right of church or- 
ganizations to hold property, to receive endowments, 
‘and to engage in mercantile pursuits, trouble arose 
at once. The French delegates and several of the 
Belgian—in fact, the Socialistic delegates—spoke 
in its favor, while others, especially Mr. Vandewelde, 
in a passionate and eloquent speech, fought against 
it. He warned the Freethinkers against intoler. 
ance. Nobody possesses the whole truth. Even in 
the church all is not bad. Let us separate church 
and state, divest the former of its freedom from 
taxes, and of its financial support from the state ; 
tear the children from the grasp of the church and 
let the state educate them. Let us make the clergy 
and laity equal before the law, but remember to do 
not to others what you would not should be done 
to you. 

Mrs. Wilhelmi pointed out that this was a Free- 
thought congress. We had nothing to do for or 
against Socialism; religion, the church, no matter 
what kind, is our enemy. 

Speaker followed speaker, words grew warmer 
and warmer, and when finally the original resolution 
was accepted by a vote of 24 against 13, Mr. Van- 
dewelde arose and stated that he could not indorse 
by his presence a resolution smacking of intolerance, 
and he was therefore compelled, although agreeing 
with the Congress on every other point, to leave the 
meeting. And he and his friends withdrew. 

The next point in the order of the day was * The 
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Equality of Man and Woman.” The following de- 
mands were adopted without a dissenting vote: 1. 
Abrogation of all laws tending to protect man at 
the expense of woman. 2. The same wages for 
work done by man or woman. 3. Regulation of la- 
bor-conditions by international law. 

. Delegate Meurice oftered.an amendment provid- 
ing for the institution of a privileged « society for 
the rights of mothers” (une société matricale), but 
it was disposed of by another amendment demand- 
ing absolute social, political, and economic equality 
for the sexes. 

The congress recommended that in order to coun- 
teract the excessiv development of the emotional 
nature of woman, which remains the chief obstacle 
to her embracing Freethought, provision should be 
made for celebrating the birthdays of prominent 
women as well as men, for instructiv lectures fcr 
the benefit of women, for the useof music and song 
in all our meetingsand within the family circle, and 
for the discussion of scientific and literary subjects 
among women. 

“The Protection and Education of the Child,” 
and “ The Founding of Rationalistie Schools,” were 
the next subjects brought under discussion, and 
they caused a stormy debate. The following reso- 
lutions were presented: 1. The foremost duty of 
the Freethinker is to insure his children from very 
infancy instruction in the principles of natural mo. 
rality founded upon Freethought. 2. To further 
this object, there ought, in every place where a suf- 
ficent number of Freethinkers liv, to be started ra- 
tionalistic schools independent of the state, where 
boys and girls from 6 to 15 years of age, in common, 
can receive a modern scientific education. 

One of the delegates said that it was the duty of 
Freethinkers holding important offices or sitting in 
legislativ bodies to pay special attention to educa- 
tional matters. The next speaker gave an account 
of the rationalistic orphan school at Brussels, which 
was opened last October. Paul Robin, the late 
principal of the Cempuis orphan asylum, pointed 
out the mischievous social influences on education. 
These influences, he said, hiuder all attempts to be- 
stow a good education, for society at large as it now 
is destroys whatever good is accomplished individ- 
ually. In its educational efforts society entirely 
loses sight of the fact that the development of each 
individual has, or should hav, for its ultimate object 
the realization of the greatest amount of happiness. 
The time to begin a child’s education is not when it 
is young, but before it is born. A good education 
necessitates a good birth; one cannot exist without 
the other. We must supplant in a sensible manner 
the present careless way of bringing children into 
the world. We must instruct the grown-up people 
how they can prevent, without harm to themselvs, 
the giving birth to too many children and to mental 
or physical wrecks. 

A perfect hurricane of objections assailed the re- 
marks of the last speaker, and it is worth recording, 
to the shame of the male gex, that, with a few hon- 
orable exceptions, the speaker was sustained in his 
views by the women delegates only. Also Henrich 
Wilhelmi made an excellent speech in which she 
supported Paul Robin. Mrs. Nellie van Kol, a 
delegate from Holland, likewise supported the 
speaker. As the congress could not come to any 
agreement on the resolutions offered, it was decided 
to refer the further discussion of them to the local 
societies. An effort was made at a later sitting to 
bring these resolutions to a vote, but the opposition, 
led by Paul Robin and the women, came out vic- 
torious. f 

The Swiss delegate, Dr. Fulpius, proposed that the 
congress appoint a day every year which Freethink- 
ers of all countries should celebrate. President 
Furnemont pointed out that we had such a day in 
the lst of May, the universal labor day. Marie 
Veronne, French delegate, deplored the lack of par- 
liamentary etiquet as evidenced in the proceedings 
of the congress, and on behalf of the French dele- 
gates offered a series of rules to be used in the fut- 
ure. The debate on these regulations was put off 
to a future congress, but the present one recom- 
mended their acceptance. 

A proposal to restrict the number of mandates 
and votes of each delegate met with opposition 
from the French delegates, who represented 250 
societies in the present congress. After a long de- 
bate it was resolved that a delegate could be en- 
trusted with any number of mandates, but that he 
should be allowed no more than three votes. 

Rome, with Milan as second choice, was selected 
as the seat of the next congress. The business de- 
partment of the International Freethought Federa- 
tion was transferred from Brussels to Paris. When 
the congress adjourned, the delegates parted to 
meet again in the evening at a sumptuous banquet 
given by the Brussels Freethinkers to the foreign 
delegates. 


question he will be surprised at the ignorance of 
the great mass of Christians of the book called the 
Holy Bible. 
whatever favors their creed, and when that is done, 
all is done. 
general than they know of the Zendavesta or Ko- 
ran; that is to say, nothing at all. 
a part of the fourth chapter of Ezekiel, which givs 
& recipe for a very unsavory cake, to a lawyer of emi- 
nence and a very pious Christian. You may imagin 
my surprise when my statement was flatly contra- 
dicted, and I was roughly handled for blaspheming 
the holy word of God. When he became a little 
cooler, I asked him if he had a Bible. 
nh and he was soon reading the passage in ques- 
ion. 
never read the disgusting passage before. 
he had finished it, he closed the book, arose. and 
walked away, forgetting to apologize for his Chris- 
tian courtesy toward me. 
Davidson, of Polk's Station, 
warmly exhorted by the Rev. Mr. S. to lay down 
his Infidelity, and become a follower of the meek 
and lowly Jesus. 
believe certain doctrins taught by Jesus, and quoted 
as & specimen the twenty-sixth verse of the four- 
teenth chapter of Luke: “If any man come to me, 


reverend gentleman with much warmth and indigna- 


Does the Average Christian Read the Bible? 
If anyone will take the trouble to investigate this 


States an authority over religious exercises which 
the Constitution has directly precluded them from. 

«It must be meant, too, that this recommenda. 
tion is to carry some authority, and to be sanctioned 
by some penalty on those who disregard it; not, 
indeed, of fine and imprisonment, but of some de- 
gree of proscription, perhaps in public opinion. 
And does the change in the nature of the penalty 
make the recommendation less a law of conduct for 
those to whom it is directed? 

* I do not believe it is for the interest of religion 
to invite the civil magistrate to direct its exercises, 
its disciplin, or its doctrins; nor of the religious 
societies, that the general government should be 
invested with the power of effecting any uniformity 
of time or matter among them. 

“Fasting and prayer are religious exercises; the 
enjoining them, an act of disciplin. Every religious 
society has a right to determin for itself the times 
for these exercises, and the objects proper for them, 
according to their own particular tenets; and this 
right cau never be safer than in their own hands, 
where the Constitution has deposited it." 


He will find that they glibly quote 
They know no more of the Bible in 


Once I quoted 


He produced 
His utter amazement elearly showed he had 
When 


My son, Dr. G. M. 
Tenn. was once 


Mistaken Women. 


We would like to make a statement to the women 
Suftragists of this country. It is this: When you 
advocate the return of the Bible to the public schools 
you dishearten many of the men who are among 
your strongest and most persistent advocates. 
They are typical Americans under the Constitution 
and believe that you should vote, but when they 
see you seeking to violate the spirit and letter of 


My son told him he could not 


and hate not his father and mother, and wife and 
children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” The 


in the Bible. 


tion affirmed that no such language could be found 
The passage was at once produced. 
He read it, but, like a sheep being led to the 
slaughter, “he opened not his mouth." I hav often 
said, and I see no cause to change my mind, that 
if every honest, sensible man and woman in every 
Christian community should calmly sit down and 
read the Bible carefully through, not because they 
believe it, but with a view of learning exactly 
what it teaches, there would not be one honest, 
sensible man or woman left in the church in a 
dozen years. Where is there a human being with 
& decent heart in him that can hate his father and 
mother, brother and sister, wife and children? It 
would disgrace a brute to accuse him of such 
heartlessness. H. C. Davipsox. 
Hendrickson, Mo. 
BEIGE RNC NN 


Religious Vandalism. 


Says the New Jersey Forester: “The growing of 
Christmas trees for market would be if properly 
conducted a legitimate and, no doubt, profitable 
business. Although the custom is time-honored 
and givs pleasure to children for a few days, it 
seems & shame to sacrifice thousands of beautiful 
young trees for such useless purposes. There is 
hardly an old field in Southern New Jersey which 
does not show the work of Christmas thieves. They 
eut down the thriftiest cedars as soon as of a mark- 
etable size, and cut the tops out of full-grown trees. 
All this is to celebrate a custom the meaning of 
which nobody exactly knows. The city of Paris 
uses 40,000 Christmas trees each year.” 

The timely suggestion of the New Jersey Forester 
is what the writer of this has along advocated, espe- 
cially in his last report. By “saints and sinners” 
our talk was considered sacrilegious. But we know 
we are right. Millions upon millions of young and 
most beautiful spruces and. balsam firs are annually 
cut and shipped in carloads over the Northwest, sup- 
plying even Chicago. This destruction of our most 
promising trees passes for a proper celebration of 
a religious anniversary. Let us not discount its 
beautiful significance, but if we must use trees then 
raise them for the purpose and stop churchal van- 
dalism upon what is absolutely needed to preserve 
our evergreen forests —Progressive Age. 


Sound Doctrin. 


Neither the civil nor the religious rights of the 
people can be safe when the state in any way con- 
cerns itself with the enforcement of any of the doc- 
trins or observances of the church. Thomas Jefter- 
son, when president, made this very clear in his 
answer to the New England clergymen who wished 
him to appoint a day of fasting and prayer. Unfor- 
tunately neither Benjamin Harrison nor Grover 
Cleveland proved himself to be another Thomas 
Jefferson. In the works of Jefferson, vol. v, pages 
236 and 237, we find this unanswerable argument: 

“I consider the government of the United States as 
interdicted by the Constitution from intermeddling 
with religious institutions, their doctrins, disciplin, 
or exercises. 

«But it is only proposed that I should recommend, 
not prescribe, a day of fasting and prayer. That 
is, that I should indirectly assume to the United 


if the postmaster-general is any criterion. 


the Constitution, and so easily led into the intoler- 
ant use of your influence, they are driven to reflect 
if it would not be dangerous to giv you the ballot. 
It may not be considered chivalric to speak this 
truth, but, whether you believe it or not, many thou- 
sands are influenced to vote against the emancipation 
of women for the above reasons. 
action, for intance, of the Woman's Educational 
Society of Chicago. 


We regret the 


It is one of the most unfor- 
tunate incidents, looked at from women suffragists’ 


point of view, which could happen to the cause in 
this country.— Progressive Age. 


The Canadian Censorship. 
From the Book and News-Deater. 
The post-office authorities of Canada hav decreed 
that no more copies of The Truth Seeker shall be 


imported into that country, singly or in quantities. 


The claim is that the paper is sacrilegious and scur- 
rilous. If The Truth Seeker is clever it can at 
home, by a judicious setting forth of the exclusion 
act, increase its circulation far beyond what it may 
hav lost in Kanuckia. They are not ready for Free- 
thought and speech over there yet—that is to say 
He is a 
Roman Catholic, by the way. 


From Rodhuggeren, Fergus Falls. Minn, 

The New York Freethought journal, The Truth 
Seeker, is prohibited in the Canadian mails. The 
postmaster-general of Canada is a poor, narrow- 
minded, ignorant Catholic, and he could not even 
point out the special articles in The Truth Seeker 
which he resented. With the exception perhaps of 
its pictures, The Truth Seeker has always been very 
moderate, and is edited with both tact and ability. 
It throws the searchlight on the many crooked 
ways of the church, and in stirring up this humbug 
it has the advantage of having no special love for 
any church party; but up there in Canada they 
cannot bear that anyone should touch superstition’s 
thick layer of corruption, and hence they prohibit 
The Truth Seeker. 

[The foregoing appears also in Nya Normanden, 
of Minneapolis, Minn.—Ep. T. S.] 


The Sunday laws are a statutory embodiment of 
the dogma of the Brownist seot of the Puritan sect 
of the Protestant dissenters to the effect that peo- 
ple ought to be idle on Sunday. They forcé an 
external deference to this dogma on people who are 
not Brownists. This is their only meaning, this is 
their only value to their Brownist advocates. These 
fanatics recognize in them rightly a union of their 
church with the state. When the people at large 
get to understand the matter in the same true light, 
will they not arise in their wrath and repudiate 
this inheritance from those pestilent fellows whom 
the healthy intellectual stomachs of England and 
Holland spewed out, and whom to our everlasting 
misfortune a mysterious providence allowed to land 
on Plymouth Rock instead of commanding Ply- 
mouth Rock to land firmly and comprehensivly on 
them *t—J. Z. Ringgold, in the New York World. 


Hav you ordered your holiday books? If not, 
see the list offered on page 829. 
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Observations. 


I contemplate with ghoulish glee a printed pro- 
test addressed to newspaper editors by the Rev. Dr. 
I. K. Funk, publisher of the Standard Dictionary. 
The case is this, that in arranging the vocabulary 
of English words, Dr. Funk's hired men found it 
necessary to reproduce and define certain so-called 
coarse and indelicate terms; and a lexicographical 
competitor, taking advantage of the doctor's di- 
lemma, has collated some of these blush-compelling 
words and put them in a circular, which he is dis- 

. tributing among teachers and parents to prove that 
the Rev. Mr. Funk's lexicon should not be admitted 
to the school or family. The meanness of such 
warfare is of course simply inexpressible, but the 
victim is estopped from claiming any redress. He 
thinks the press ought to be under the censorship 
of Comstock or some other moral idiot. He 
conducts his paper, the Voice, on the principle that 
arousing the prejudice is as legitimate as enlisting 
the reason against an opponent. He would muti- 
late a violator of his rule of ethics as cheerfully as 
he would deprive a burglar of his tools; and he 
would not accord to any person liberty in what he 
shall drink, read, or admire in painting, or in choos- 
ing when he shall rest or work. Ordinarily, if a 
publisher is attacked as he now is by a competitor, 
the indignation of a fair-minded public is excited ; 
but in this instance those who know the Rev. Dr. 
Funk will not let their blood boil. They will see 
that the guns now turned upon him were by him- 
self loaded with mud, and that when he receives 
their contents in the neck he is getting only what 
he meant for others. It is a case of righteous ret 
ribution, poetic justice, hoist with his own petard, 
and everything else which indicates that the shearer's 
own wool is in danger; for the complainant has 
helped to corrupt the public mind so as to make his 
competitor’s appeal to it effectiv. Let him asexual- 
ize his dictionary and resolve to lead a better life. 


I know a subscriber to Tus Truru Suzxer employed 
in one of the city departments. He is an Infidel 
from the days of D. M..Bennett, but he contributes 
to the fund of the Catholic church like the rest. 
When he first entered upon the duties of his present 
position, and before he had learned the rules of the 
office, he of course did not know what percentage of 
earnings a man enjoying his belief would be ex- 
pected to cover into the papal treasury. On a pay 
day to which he now recurs with sadness, he was 
passing out of the office, when the satchel of 
the church mendicant was presented to receive his 
offering. In order that a basis for subsequent do- 
nations might be established, he drew a dollar or 
two in loose change from his pocket and pushed it 
toward the sister in his open palm, suggesting that 
she should select therefrom a piece of money of 
the denomination representing the dues of one 
who regarded her church as a humbug. He sup- 
posed that a subsidiary coin would be taken, but he 
is wiser now. The sister devoutly crossed herself, 
and then, with the most cheerful alacrity, took it 
all. It is no use for common hold-ups to compete 
with that system. 


I suppose that few of the people of Kansas know 
how much they are indebted to the Boston Arena 
for its successful agitation in favor of raising the 
age of protection for girls in that state. The fol- 
lowing anecdote bearing on the matter is told in 
Washington city by Representativ Mercer, of Ne- 
braska: An old Kansas couple who had a son living 
in California wrote to him requesting that he 
should return and take up his abode with them 
during the remainder of their declining years. The 
son was dutiful, but he preferred California for 
ranching, and so, according to  Representativ 
Mercer, he replied: “I am surprised at your ask- 
ing me to return. I ownaranch here and am 
happy. If anything is lacking it is you. I would 
dearly love to be with you again, but, as I said be- 
fore, I am surprised that you should ask me to 
raturn to a state where they raised nothing at all 
last year except the age of consent.” It will be 
gratifying to Mrs. Gardener and Mr. Flower to 
learn that they hav saved the Sunflower state 
from the reproach of total infertility. 


“To my comrade,” is the inscription I discover 
written over my name in a neat volume of poema 
entitled “ Wind Harp Songs,” by J. William Lloyd, 
which the author has sent me. I accept the word 
comrade. It is preferable to ** brother," as it con- 
tains no suggestion of church-membership and has 
no cant about it. For allied reasons, songs stand 
higher in my estimation than hymns. While I hav 
to admire some of the poems in this volume with- 
out being clear as to their purpose or the signifi- 
eance of their form, those which I &m equal to 
grasping are so excellent that I hav no doubt the 
fault is my own that the others are not read under- 
standingly. Mr. Lloyd is not a poet of thought, 
but of impression and fancy. I should say that he 
has more sensibility than perceptivity. Phenomena 
are more felt than seen. Their light and shadow 
fall upon him, and he makes random notes. In the 
same manner I quote: 


It is foreshadowed that, at the present rate of 
growth, the churches of the United States will in 
the year 1900 hav a seating capacity of fifty mill- 
ions; and an aggresBiv religious editor, who thinks 
that all the seats will be occupied, desires to know 
what Infidelity will be able to show to offset these 
figures. The question surpasses my ability as a 
mathematician. I do not exactly see how any com- 
parison can be instituted on such a basis. In fact, 
I am almost ready to deny that the breadth of 
thought in 1900 can be ascertained by applying the 


Banks, calipers to the part of the person from which the 
Bees, religious editor's measurements are apparently 
Bird musie, taken. 

Clouds, 


a ie 


Distance. . . 

The Rev. Joseph Parker, of London, has assured 
his congregation that there will be no war between 
England and America. “The Ohristians of both 
countries,” he said, “will keep the peace.” That 
appears to settle the matter; for if the Christians 
will keep the peace the Infidels will not go beyond 
inviting Lord Salisbury and President Cleveland to 
debate the question at issue before the Manhattan 
Liberal Club, with opportunity for members to 
participate, in speeches of ten minutes each. 

Regarding war talk, the fact to be kept felici- 
tously in the public mind is that it is all talk and no 
war, and the second concern is to see that the sit- 
uation remains unchanged in that respect. Re- 
marks by English journals are annoying to patriots, 
but they should be read in the light of the cireum- 
stance that they are uttered three thousand miles 
away. Oanadian journals, to be sure, are nearer, 
and they are the more obstreperous because they 
hav more at stake. In the event of a war with 
England, the United States would at once invest 
Canada, and then what could stop Heston's pictures 
from going over the border with a rush! Nothing 
in the world. So the trouble means a good deal to 
Canada. The springing of this issue on America 
by England before the Lord Dunraven matter is 
settled looks like precipitancy. English pride 
should forbid Lord Salisbury to send any of his 
ships hither until they are assured a track free from 
excursion steamers and rowboats. To do otherwise 
might be construed as a reflection on the course 
pursued by the noble Dunraven. On our part, we 
should refuse to engage Mr. Salisbury's castiron 
yachts without some guarantee that he will go over 
the course the prescribed 
make it interesting for the spectators, 


Sleep. 


You see, the theme is not worked out. Now, 
Banks are low, or they are high—Grassy or bare, 
and the bees hum by. Music of birds is sad or 
gay, Or low and sweet; clouds drift away. While 
distance ends in widest blue, Sleep draws her cur- 
tain o’er the view. And so on; but Mr. Lloyd omits 
these collateral facts. He givs the outline and lets 
you fill in the colors. If the picture isn’t satisfac- 
tory, that is'the fault of your imagination qr your 
execution, and you can’t blame him. His list of 
substantive is above criticism. 

Passing by these eccentricities, no one can deny 
to Mr. Lloyd the qualities of a true poet. He has 
great sympathy, great sensitivness, and a wonderful 
delicacy of touch. Those who hay been, as he has, 
“on the plains, in the forest, in the wake of the 
plow,” will in these poems hear again the music 
that haunts the silence of those places, and which 
they may hav forgotten or thought upon as a lost 
chord. 

Owing to the superiority of its methods, the Cath- 
olic church will probably be financially prosperous 
when other bodies organized for predatory pur- 
poses are defunct. A speaker at the late Free- 
thought Congress informed his hearers that the 
Sisters of Charity infest the government offices at 
Washington on pay day, soliciting gifts of money from 
the clerks as they emerge, and woe to the man who 
does not come down with the cash. The same thing 
is permitted here in New York. The untouched sit 
by the paymaster’s window with open satchels, and 
the employee who neglects to “hit the center” 


when he draws his salary has but 9 feeble tenure. 


number of times and 


As to the establishment of foreign supremacy on 


this continent, what hav we to lose? Are not our 
liberties already in the custody of the Connecticut 
Yankee Comstock, the degenerate Dutchman Roose- 
velt, and the Johnny Crepaud postmaster-general 
of Canada? The subjects of British tyranny com- 
plain of nothing worse than these. 


Gro. E. Maopvonatp. 
pe — —— —————————— 


The National Reform Association and its 


Convention. 

You would think that the National Reform Asso- 
ciation which professes to represent over forty mill- 
ions of Christians, would hav a large and rousing 
national convention. My surprise was great to find 
only a small number present. It was rather a 
curious phenomenon to me—considering the hulla- 
baloo this “ Reform ” is making over the country, 
for this association is certainly the head and front 
of the reactionary movement in favor of ecclesias- 
tical politics. Before these few fanatics the poli- 
ticians bow down in absolute terror. On the clos- 
ing day, Friday, Dec. 13th, at the opening of the 
morning session, only 29 were present; in the 
afternoon 21, and in the evening 75, although the 
great “Sunrise” Morse was advertised to speak. 
I certainly expected a crowded house. What is 
the reason of this “beggarly account of empty 
boxes ?” 

In numbers, ininterest, in power our Freethought 
national conventions are far superior to these 
annual gatherings of the enemy. At no session 
did we hav so small a number as the “ Reformers,” 
and our closing session was nearly ten times as 
great in attendance. We represent the new; they 
represent the vanishing past. We are sometimes 
discouraged at the slimness of our audiences. Let 
us no longer be discomforted. Our pioneer ranks 
beat the Christian outposts ten to one. It is vitality 
upon our side and hypocrisy upon theirs. 

It is evident that there is no living interest 
among the millions of Christian people in this 
* national reform,” for if there were such an inter- 
est thousands upon thousands would throng these 
meetings. I do not think there is one Christian in 
8 hundred who actually desires God in the Con- 
stitution—that is, counting the nominal Chris- 
tians, who amount to about twenty-one millions. 
We must remember, however, that this meager 
“reform” convention represents the logic—the 
theology of the Christian churches. The strength 
of the “reform” movement is not in its numbers, 
but in the vast mass of superstition that lies behind 
it, ready at any moment to be brought into play. 
If we merely considered the numbers personally 
interested in this * God party” it would only be a 
laughing matter; but it is more than it appears. 
It is a jutting rock, based on immense strata of 
past belief, now lost amidst the brilliance of the 
nineteenth century, but liable at any moment to be 
flung to the surface with wreck and disaster. The 
meager attendance of this convention betokens the 
terrific hypocrisy that pervades the age, and which 
is more cruel and destructiv than fanaticism itself. 
These few fanatics do compel three-fourths of Con- 
gress to bow the knee to its demands, simply be- 
cause hypocrits are the greatest of cowards. The tri- 
umph of the “ National Reform ” party is not the tri- 
umph of the honest desire, even of Christians them- 
selvs; but it is the triumph of hypocrisy, of coward- 
ice, of sycophancy, of fools and knaves and ering- 
ing politicians. I would much rather hav back of 
tbis “reform” movement the honest desire of & 
sincere Christian people than that which is now its 
support—a mass of shallow, office-seeking, false- 
hearted charlatanry. I do not say that the mem- 
bers of this convention, mostly clergymen, are not 
really honest men ; but if these men hav a particle 
of insight they must know that the only possible 
way they can sueceed is not by the support of 
honest Christians or of honest politicians, but only 
by the cowardly adherence of the worst elements of 
our political parties. Thus if this “reform” party 
does win, it will win through the rottenness of the 
republic, and not through that which is best and 
noblest even in the churches themselvs. 

These few fanatics hav already introduced the 
* God-amendment” into both houses of Congress. 
They may bulldoze Congress into offering this 
amendment to the people of this country. What 
then? The greatest religious conflict will arise, 
Those Christians who to-day do not really want the 
amendment will be forced jo support it as a matter 
of conscience, and the church of Rome, which will 
derive such an immense advantage from the amends 
ment, will vote for it almost toa may. The “lean 
kine” of the “Reform” party, apparently con- 
temptible in numbers, may be able by tha logic of 
ter to swallow up the prosperity of the 
and. 

The ehief spirit of the “Reform” party ig ity 
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field secretary, Rev. Dr. H. H. George. He under- 
stands his business and makes a business of it. He 
is in good fighting trim; is over six feet high, with 
broad shoulders, plenty of muscular force, and a 
go-ahead look. There is nothing uncertain in his 
tactics. He marches straight for his goal. He is 
much clearer headed than Wilbur Crafts and his 
school. Crafts says that the Constitution is im- 
plicitly Christian and the state also by supreme 
court decisions, etc. George says that the Consti- 
tution is not Christian, that the state is not Chris- 
tian, that Supreme Court decisions do not make it 
Christian, and that the only way to make it Chris- 
tian is by an amendment to the fundamental law of 
the land. Secretary George is clearly right from 
our standpoint. We are not a Christian state and 
nothing can make us a Christian state except an 
amendment to the Constitution ; and there is just 
where the fight is on. The Christians hav not 
won any permanent victory until they hav amended 
the Constitution. Then they are in the saddle and 
we cannot unseat them. A Supreme Court deci- 
sion or legislativ act is only a temporary victory, 
which can be swept away at any time by new deci- 
sions and new acts; but a constitutional amend- 
ment is permanent, and it actually can make this a 
Christian state. It is the impression of some that 
a Supreme Court decision or an act of Congrese, or 
of the President, can make this a Christian state. 
But this is impossible. Nothing can make this a 
Christian state except the Constitution. Ten thou- 
sand decisions of the Supreme Court, or ten thou- 
sand acts of Congress or President, can’t make this 
a Christian state. They can cause laws to be made 
and administered as if this were a Christian state, 
but they cannot change a matter of fact. The 
Supreme Court, or Congress, or President, may 
decide that an innocent person is guilty; but that 


does not make him guilty. The Constitution is a 
secular constitution; and nothing can make it a 


Christian constitution save the Constitution itself. 
God himself can’t get into the Constitution except 


the American people put him there by constitu- 


tional amendment. The Constitution, as Mr. 


George says, is the battle-ground, and we accept 
Keep God out of the Constitution, make 
it secular, and some day supreme courts and con- 


the issue. 


gresses and presidents will conform to its require 


ments; while they cannot make it other than it is; 
but put God into the Constitution, and the repub- 


lic is absolutely destroyed. The heart is taken out 
of it. 
allow this “reform” party any advantage. 


race. 
Along with the theological bearing of this “ re- 


form” movement, we must lock at its political 
Its purpose is not only to put God 


significance. 
into the Constitution, but to centralize political 


power at Washington, and thus eventually to over- 
throw the sovereignty of the states, so that we not 
only cease to bea secular government, but we become 
an enormous centralized government, with no home 
The church theocracy is opposed to 


or local rule. 


state rights. It purposes to exercise its authority 


through one great central government, until finally 
there will be no political power outside of Wash-. 


ington. The direct tendency of this “reform” 
party is not only to church monopoly, but to po- 
litical monopoly of all kinds, so that the state 
legislatures and courts will be practically abolished. 
Not only do these “reformers” desire a **God- 
amendment,” but also a marriage and divorce 
amendment, so that all marriage and divorce laws 
will be enacted by Congress; and also a prohibition 
amendment, so that the liquor traffic shall be abso- 
lutely under control of Congress. Thus gradually 
the states will be stripped of all law-making power 
whatsoever. This party is also in favor of strict 
immigration laws; and, so far as I can judge, is in 
favor of admitting only rich Christians. However, 
the immigration resolution was dropped, for they 
could not exactly agree as to its wording; and 
some were in favor of admitting the poor man, pro- 
vided he could pass muster on the “moral test.” 
Rev. Mr. George wanted particularly to keep out 
the “vicious scum.” By this he meant the Anarch- 
ist, Socialist, etc. 

Another importaut resolution before the conven- 
tion was concerning secret societies. The convention 
was hardly brave enough to meet the question 
openly and above board. Some wanted to know 
what the resolution really meant. It was so worded 
that only those who were of the inner circle knew 
its drift. I wish I could get hold of the resolution 
and publish it—but I guess it is hidden away, for 
it did not pass. One member said the resolution 
was an “insinuation,” and he didn't want any 
« insinuations” but a frank statement. Another 
member declared that the wisest policy was not to 
make oaplicit statements, hut implieif statements ; 


that is, don’t say exactly what you mean—play the 
fox. 


meant. 
Odd Fellows, and all secret societies. 
form” party takes the position of the church of 
Rome, that secret societies are anti-Christian. 
course if this becomes a Christian government then 
all these secret societies will be abolished. They 
will be unconstitutional, or made so. 
Masons and Odd Fellows will take note of this— 
that if the Christian amendment is passed they will 
be outlawed. 
protest against all acts of worship in which the 


It is dead. What folly for one moment to 
It is a 
life-and-death struggle for the liberty of the human 


Of course I knew at once what the resolution 
It was a covert attack upon the Masons, 
The “ Re- 


Of 
I hope the 


In this same resolution was also a 


name of Christ was not supremely honored. This 


would exclude all Jewish and Mohammedan worship, 


and all pagan worship; and also the religious cere- 
monies of the Masons and Odd Fellows, which are 
not Christian, but Theistic, and mainly based upon 
the Old Testament. One member suggested * all 


public worship;" but the original resolution em- 


braced all acts of worship public and private. These 
must conform to the Christian religion o» be for- 
bidden. The resolution was finally passed by. The 
convention got into a muddle over it. It didn’t 
know how much to say and how much not to say; 
when to be explicit, and when to be implicit; when 
to be the lion, and when to be the fox. I am afraid 
the Christian Statesman will not print this reso- 
lution or the discussion connected with it. I wish 
it was on record, however, for it shows that the 
“National Reform Association” would outlaw all 
secret societies, and forbid all acts of worship pub- 
lic and private that are not distinctivly Christian. 
It will be seen that the “ God-amendment " is an 
opener to all sorts of tyranny. It is the basis by 
which all human society will be placed under the 
control of the church. Such an enormous despot- 
ism as is here contemplated was never yet estab- 


lished. I see the name of Anthony Comstock is 


attached to the call, so among other things the 
“God-amendment” carries Comstock. The force 
of political degeneration can no farther go. Little 
as this convention is, a congregation mainly of 
white neckties, it is still the focus by which the 
worst elements of the nation will endeavor to con- 
trol its government. No matter how honest these 
men may be, they must deal with fraud, corruption, 
hypocrisy, cowardice, dishonesty, stupidity, rascal- 
ity, and all sorts of meanness, in order to succeed. 
We must meet them and thoroughly expose their 
plans. It is a battle-field around the pillars of 
constitutional liberty. It is foolish to say that there 
is no danger. Superstition is still deep-seated and 


‘it is as cruel as ever. 


I hav attended this convention in order to find 
out and exhibit this skeleton just as it is—to show 
its weakness and itsstrength. It is a skeleton, but 
it can touch springs of human destiny and be ex- 
ceedingly dangerous. We must take care that this 
skeleton—this obtrusion of the dark ages—does 
not get its grip upon the Constitution. 

Samver P. Pornam. 


Funds for the Union and Federation. 

I hav received donations since last acknowledg- 
ment as follows; Herman Tiedjens, $1; C. E. 
West, M.D., $1; Peter Scorup, $1; B. B. Barnes, 
$1; A. W. Kisler, 50. E. C. Rxiomwar», Sec. 

141 So. Water St., Chicago, Dec. 11, 1895. 
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The Tyndall Prayer Test. 

When the subject of the efficacy of prayer is 

under discussion—as at present on account of the 

action of the Christian Endeavorers in praying for 


‘the conversion of Colonel Ingersoll—reference is 


at once made to the celebrated “prayer test" pro- 
posed by Professor John Tyndall to the Church of 
England and the dissenting sects. How many 
know the terms of that test? Probably very few, 
for we hav not seen it in the public prints during 
the past twenty years. Following is Professor 
Tyndall’s introductory letter to the Contemporary 
Review, and also portions of the letter (said to hav 
been written by Sir Henry Thompson) proposing a 
method for putting prayer to the test: 


The following suggestiv letter has been placed 
in my hands, with a view to publication. It is 
sure, I think, to interest the thoughtful readers of 
the Contemporary Review. It deals, indeed, with 
a subject which interests everybody, and regarding 
which all manner of men, from the Prime Minister 
downward, hay given the public the benefit of their 
views. 

If such be attainable, it is surely desirable to hav 
clearer notions than we now possess of the action 
of “ Proyidence" in physical affairs, Two opposing 
parties here confront each other—the one affirming 


the habitual] intrusion -of supernatural power, in 
engwer to the petitions of men; the other queg: 


tioning, if not denying, any such intrusion. 
writer of the letter wishes to bring these opposing 
affirmations to an experimental test. 
the subject to be accessible to experiment, and 
makes a proposal which, if faithfully carried out, 
would, he thinks, displace assertion by demon- 
stration as regards the momentous point in ques- 
tion. * + > 


The 


He considers 


His proposal is so fair, and his mode of stating 


it so able and conciliatory, that I could not, when 
asked to do so, refuse to giv it the support implied 
by these few lines of introduction. : ' 


June, 1872. Joun TYNDALL. * 


Drar Proressor Tyxparn: Since our conversation 


the other night, when you were good enough to 
listen to a suggestion I made relativ to a means of 
determining the value of prayer to the Deity, it 
occurred to me to put the idea into writing, and to 
ask you to do me the further kindness of looking at 
it in this shape. 


It seems to me impossible at the present day to 


find ourselvs in contact with a source of power: 
available for human ends, or affirmed to be so on: 
high authority, without recognizing a necessity—or 
even that it isa duty—to estimate its value. 
especially, if the power be one which is effectiv for 
the production of physical results, is it desirable to 
examin its nature, and to measure its extent, and 


And 


the condition under which it works. 
The value of prayer to the Deity has been recog- 


nized in all ages and by all nations, not merely by 
the ignorant and superstitious, but by the more cul- 


tivated portions of the human race. And I think 


it may be said that. among the great body of re- 


ligious people of all denominations in this county, a 


belief in its efficacy is almost universally pro- 


fessed. - + >» ; 

After much thought and examination of the 
various questions and objections which may possi- 
bly be urged, I do not hesitate to propose an investi- 
gation pursued on a system somewhat analogous 
to that which is pursued by the Faculty when a 
question arises as to the value of any particular mode 
of treating disease, in order to estimate and rightly 
appreciate the influence of special prayer to check 
disease or to avert death. 

I do not propose to ask that one single child of 
man should be deprived of his participation in all 
that belongs to him of the influence of “ general 
prayer" by tne whole Christian church for “all 
men.” But I ask that one single ward or hospital, 
under the care of first-rate physicians and surgeons, 
containing certain numbers of patients afflicted 
with those diseases which hav been best studied, 
and of which the mortality rates are best known, 
whether the diseases are those which are treated 
by medical or by surgical remedies, should be dur- 
ing a period of not less, say, than three or five 
years, made the object of special prayer by the 
whole body of the faithful, and that at the end of 
that time, the mortality rates should be compared 
with the past rates, and also with that of other 
leading hospitals, similarly well managed, during 
the same period. Granting that time is given, and 
numbers are sufficiently large, so as to insure a 
minimum of error from accidental disturbing 
causes, the experiment will be exhaustiv and com- 
plete. 

I might hav proposed to treat two sides of the 
same hospital, managed by the same men; one side 
to be the object of special prayer, the other to be 
exempted from all prayer. It would hav been the 
most rigidly logical and philosophical method. 
But I shrink from depriving any of—I had almost 
said—his natural inheritance in the prayers of 
Christendom. Practically, too, it would hav been 
impossible; the unprayed-for ward would hav at- 
tracted the prayers of believers as surely as the 
lofty tower attracts electric fluid. The experiment 
would be frustrated. But the opposit character of 
my proposal will commend it to those who are 
naturally the most interested in its suceess ; those, 
namely, who conscientiously and devoutly believe 
in the efficiency against disease and death of special 
prayer. I open a field for the exercise of their de- 
votion. I offer an occasion of demonstrating to 
the faithless an imperishable record of the real 
power of prayer. i 


It is on record that the foregoing test was not 
accepted by the church. Instead, Professor Tyn- 
dall was made the subject of general attack, the 
temper of which may be inferred from his remarks 
closing the debate. He said: “I ask no space to 
reply to those railers who make such free use of 
the terms ‘insolence, ‘outrage,’ ‘profanity,’ and 
‘blasphemy.’ They obviously lack the sobriety of 
mind necessary to giv accuracy to their statements 
or to render their charges wortby of serious refus 


tation,” 
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betters of Friends. 


The Paper and the Premium. 
Erm, ILL., Deo. 9, 1895 
Mz. Enprron: Inclosed please find $6, 
for which please send Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 
and ‘Pictorial Text-Book,” and two 
copies of ** Old Testament Stories.” 
James M. Prarr. 


ZEARING, Iowa, Deo. 9, 1895. 
Mr. Eprror: Herewith I hand you $3, 
for which kindly send Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
to Ira L. Bowman one year, with the 
** Pictorial Text-Book.” 


Very truly, J. H. Jownson. 


NOBLESVILLE, IND., Deo. 9, E.M., 295. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $3, for 
which please send me THE TRUTH SEEKER 
one year, and the ‘‘ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
You hav a book I want badly, but it ap- 
pears I can never hav enough money to 
spare at one time to get it—‘* The History 
of the Inquisition.” I hope to see the day 

when it will be in my possession. 
Yours truly, JAMES OLDACRE. 


The Pictures Suit Him. 
Buor Earra Crry, Mryn., Nov. 80, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: About December 25th I 
will be in Cass county amongst the wicked 
ones, a8 my neighbors are mostly Free 
thinkers; so you see, Mr. Editor, I will be 
at home. 

Mr. Heston’s cartoon, ** God Bless Our 
Home,"isa good one. It did good mis- 
sionary work. I wish him a long, happy 
life. The pietures alone are worth the 
price of Taz TavrH Srexer. Solsay we 
are getting our money's worth. 

Yours for liberty, E. S. GLICK. 


The Boys Amuse Themselvs. 
Mersa QRANDE, OAL., Nov. 29, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $8, for which 
please continue my subscription. 

There are besides myself about a half 
dozen Freethinkers in this neighborhood, 
and inclosed you will find list of their 
names. There are no churches here, but 
there is a Sunday-school which I attend 
occasionally to listen to what is taught the 
little ones. Once in awhile two or three 
of us meet and hav arguments with the 
good Ohristians, and we generally get 
away with them, being better informed as 
to the difference between Bible nonsense 
and common sense. P. L. Gepney. 


For a Holiday Gift. 


Lovisvinug, Ky., Dec. 6, 1895. 
Mr. Enrror: I inclose $3, for the ** In- 
gersoll-Field Debate” and ‘‘Prose Poems," 
to be sent to inclosed address. Franklin 
Steiner lectured here on the 25th and 26th 
of November. When he left he said he 
had been well received, well paid, and well 
pleased, and expressed & wish to be called 
again. And we shall cali him, for he talks 
. well, draws well, and takes well. He is 
one of the brainiest men in our ranks. 
The people are generally glad to get THE 
Truru SEEKER, especially when I furnish 
it free of cost to them. They ask for it, 

and send to my home for if. 
Truly, WinriAw T. Oarrer, M.D, 


Learning from the Pictnres, 
OnarrANO0GA, TENN., Dec. 3, 1895. 


Mr. Eprron: Inelosed find $3, to be ap- 


plied on my subscription to the dear old 
Truru SEEKER. I must say I think it the 
grandest paper published on the face of 
the earth. I wish you could hear my little 
seven-year-old girl question me in regard 
to the pictures 88 they appear weekly. 
They are too deep for her to comprehend 
at this time, but I trust if she is spared for 
me to raise her to womanhood, she will 
be able to understand them and teach the 
truths to others. She takes a great inter- 
est in them, and is very careful that none 
of them gets torn. I hav some three or 
four hundred of them, and you ought to 
see her get them on the floor and look 
at them, and hear the many remarks she 
makes about them. In a nutshell I will 
say, I don’t believe she will believe that 
Jonah was swallowed by a whale. 
P. C. ORAMER. 


But Will They Grant Liberty ? 
Borsrrort, Wasu., Dec. 4, 1895. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $5. 
Send me by mail ‘‘ Foundations of Faith,” 


and one dozen ‘‘Bible Oontradictions;” 
the balance will change the countenance of 
the tab on my paper. 

God’s mouthpieces in this part of the 
country hav quit preaching ‘‘red-hot”’ 
hell-fire sermons, and are preaching moral 
sense, or Freethought, rather. They lect- 
ure on anatomy, astronomy, and the won- 
derful works of nature. Of sourse they 
say that their God did it all, but giv us no 
tangible evidence to prove this a fact. 
And then they preach kindness and mercy, 
peace and harmony, love and unity, and 
that it is an injustice to persecute each 
other for a difference of opinion; that 
every person is honest in his convictions, 
and has a right to his opinion. Now, if 
this is not Freethought, then I do not 
know what Freethought is. 

The country is getting alive with Ep- 
worth Leagues and A. P. A’s., and I am 
going to distribute all the telling Free- 
thought literature that I possibly can. 

Yours for liberty, Q. A. Bor». 


A Good Example. 
Winxenssune, Pa.. Dec. 9, 1895. 

Mr. Eprrog: Inelosed you will find $5 
to renew my subscription. I hav endeav- 
ored to get you a new subscriber, bui fail- 
ing, I try to make up the deficiency by 
renewing for two years. I venture to hope 
that all whose subscription has expired 
will do likewise, as by so doing they 
would put you in a better position to fight 
the theocrats. Money is the life-blood of 
business. I am certain that all who are in 
your debt can equare themselvs before the 
first of the year if they will. I am certain 
that none who are getting Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER hav reason to complain, for they 
are getting their money’s worth and more, 
and I hope that all will tumble to that fact. 

Tur TRUTH SEEKER is just right for me. 
I admire your courage and your self-con- 
trol in answering the theocrats. You do 
it so easily and so forcibly that you are 
bound to win the sympathy of the people. 

Q. E. GaupEto, 


Backed Down After Chailenging. 
PETERSBURG, ÍN»., Dec. 9, 1895. 

Mz. Eprron: Truly the Freethinkers 
should organize. The machinery for sys- 
tematic work is effectivly established, and 
all we hav to do is to work it. 

The Rev. Gould, evangelist, of the C. P. 
church here, agreed in his pulpit talk to 
** pay half the hall rent and meet the best 
Infidel that could be trotted out," one 
night or one week. I accepted in the name 
of Franklin Steiner by letter. The 
preacher, on learning who Steiner was, 
backed down and did not mail his recog- 
nition of the notice. I published an ac- 
count of the event in a local paper. 

I grind zye and corn meal, and own feed- 
grinding and planing-mill machinery. So 
Mr. Gould retaliates by saying: ‘‘ Infidels 
are dyspeptics; they eat rye. I gotachal- 
longe from one the other day." I respond 
by letter, which is a waste of time and 
paper, that poor Jesus ate his rye raw and 
stole it into the bargain. And this Gould 
pretends to eat this Jesus to thisday. Mr. 
Gould will disgust as many of his member- 
ship as he brings new sheep into the fold. 

F. S. WEAVER. 


Objections to the Pictorial Method. 
Wasuineron, D. O., Deo. 6, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: I feel like shaking hands 
with Dr. O. O. Van Waters and saying 
** Them's my sentiments tew.” I hav long 
wished to express myself similarly to Dr. 
Van Waters, but felt that perhaps the edi- 
tor of Tue TaurH SELKER knew a little 
more about conducting a paper than I did, 
but now that some one has ‘‘ spoken out in 
meetin'" I shallfollow suit. I believe, 
with the doctor, that these cartoons are 
doing more harm than good. "To the Lib- 
eral, of course, they may be received with 
more or less approbation, but I never feel 
like presenting your otherwise most ex- 
cellent paper to any of my Ohristian 
friends for fear of shocking and repelling 
them. We all hav friends who hav not yet 
** escaped the narrow cells of a creed,” but 
who are nevertheless good neighbors, whose 
good will and friendship we care to re- 
tain, and whom therefore we do not wish 
to offend. Moreover, for my part, I should 
so often like to show them a copy of Tum 
Taurg SEEKER containing in every issue 
Such excellent articles, but am always de- 
terred in doing so on account of those 


cartoons, particularly those on the last 
page. I can see nothing “‘funny,” and 
certainly nothing elevating in them, and I 
am sure that they would giv such offense 
to my Ohristian friends a3 would probably 
forever after prevent their reading any 
Freethought literature. For this reason I 
hav never in the two years I hav been a 
subscriber to Tue TRUTH SEEKER handed 
it to any of my Ohristian acquaintances. 
On the other hand, whenever I meet with 
a Liberal article in any of our current 
magazines Linvariably do some missionary 
work with it. 

I should be glad to work for a larger 
circulation for Tug TRUTH SEEKER, not for 
pecuniary gain, but for the best means of 
disseminating Freethought literature, 
were it not for these objectionable car- 
toons. I cannot do without Taz TRUTH 
Serxer. I therefore incloss check for 
four dollars for another year’s subscrip- 
tion and boooks. J. J. Sumry, M.D. 

[Subscribers desiring to use Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER for missionary purposes, and ap- 
prehensiv of the effact of the cartoons on 
the unconverted, will find that, owing to 
the way the paper is folded, the outer 
leaves containing the pictures may bo 
readily removed, and the publication thus 
rendered innocuous. Many readers, after 
questioning the utility of Mr. Heston’s 
work, hav on a subsequent occasion been 
so pleased by some particularly apt illus- 
tration that their objection has been with- 
drawn, and they hav become enthusiastic 
partisans of onr artist.—Ep. T. S.] 


Thoughts on Several Subjects. 
WELLAND, Deo. 9, 1895. 

Mr. Enprror: Please find inolosed $2 to 
assist you a little in propagating the relig- 
ion of humanity. I hav been almost a help- 
less invalid for many years; hav been a 
a reader of your paper, I think, fifteen 
years. It comes to my brother's address. 
We hav always lived together since he was 
born, which was 44 years ago. I am 58. 
He has seen you at Freethought conven- 
tions and at your office. There is very 
little enterprise in ths direction of Free- 
thought in this vicinity. There are sev- 
eral about here who talk favorably of Free- 
thought. Oneof them told me a few years 
ago that there was no use talking, ** we 
hav got to be popular," and you know 
what effect that class of people hav toward 
reforming the world. Iti is our duty to 
vindicate those who hav been a great help 
to the cause. 

John Ray died at Welland nearly two 
years ago. He was an activ worker in the 
cause. I believe he did more than all the 
rest around here put together. He was 
very much like D. M. Bennett; he was a 
very deep reasoner on any subject; did all 
that he could for our cause while he was 
able and seemed to hav full possession of 
his mental faculties to the last. He died 
of old age, at 88 years. My brother saw 
him about two weeks before his death and 
talked for hours with him; he visited him 
again about two days before his death and 
found him as rational as ever, but scarcely 
able to speak. Through all his declining 
years he understood his condition thor- 
oughly; he often spoke of his end being 
near, and planned for his funeral, at which 
no sermon was to be preached. His wishes 
were carried out. He died peacefully, not 
the slightest fears of the future. 

One thing I must not forget to mention; 
that never were more truthful words spo- 
ken than those Elmina uttered about that 
unfortunate Negro who was tortured to 
death. I hav often thought and reasoned 
on that subjsct— How to treat criminals 
and insane people. We should recognize 
that they all do just what nature forced 
them to do. Nature is very oruel; it 
forces upon us a great many incon- 
veniences Just look for one moment at 
the sufferings that man and beast hav to 
endure; look at the expense we are under 
to protect ourgelvs from crime, and yet we 
are alwaysindanger, and are not protected. 
We poor mortals hav very little power to 
make things any different. The Lord is 
said to be all-powerful and hence he could 
make & world without sin and pain, but 
he did not do it, There are many of us 
who if we had the power would hav made 
the world without sin or pain. 

As time never began and never will 
cease its onward march—or, in other 
words, it will never end—does that place 


us exactly in the center of time? Will 
there be as much time in the future as 
there has been in the past? If we divide 
time at the first of January, 1896, will 
there be as much time after this date as 
before it? Those who answer this, if suy 
do answer it, must giv reasons fully for 
such answers. I will propose another 
question: As space is endless in every di- 
rection, does that make us exactly in the 
center of space, or is there any center to 
space? I would like to see some replies to 
these propositions. 
Junius A, OHANTLER. 


From Sunuy Land, 


JAOKSONVILLE, Fua., Dac. 7, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: This is a land of warmth 
and sunshine, green trees and flowers at a 
time when the North is enveloped in sheets 
of snow. When the swallow homeward 
flies, then the tourist hither hies. Jack- 
sonville is Florida’s chief canter of popu- 
lation, and has many attractions in the 
way of outdoor sports, hunting and fishing, 
river and rail excursions, ete. 

The house of the late General Spinner— 
he of inimitable signature note, ‘‘the old 
watchdog of the Treasury "—stands on the 
bank of the broad St. John's river, one 
hundred yards below my hotel. His fancy 
boat-house also stands over the the water 
some thirty feet from the shore. An old 
negro blacksmith, who has worked many 
years in a shop near, told me some amus- 
ing anedotes of the bluffold general ; said 
that he entertained many of his friends 
from the North and elsewhere; that he 
paid the negroes liberally for work he 
often hired them to do, and made the air 
blue with oaths if auyone interfered with 
his plans. The bare flag pole on the boat- 
house suggests that perhaps the flag 
was laid away with the remains of him 
who had lived so long uuder it. His son- 
in-law and grandson now occupy the 
house. 

Jacksonville has just four dozen churches 
where the Ohristian plan of salvation 
is preached to credulous hearers by 
men who know as little of the future as 
their dupes. Just now some men, instigated 
by the churches, are prosecuting some 
others for selling liqaorson Sunday. It 
is encouraging to hear some good Free- 
thought utterances by the able attorney 
for the defense, Colonel Pope. In his 
speech, yesterday, he styled the orusade 
against Sunday liquor selling **a oraze of 
the ministers”; that it is a retrograde 
movement and will throw Jacksonville 
backward ‘‘jast as Parkhurst’s actions 
hav thrown New York backward”; that 
**the prosecution seeks to inject public 
sentiment into the law, and this should 
not be allowed " ; that ‘‘ the idea of bring- 
ing the sanctity of the Sunday into the 
judiciary under the pretense that it is 
holier than any other day is abhorrent” ; 
that ‘‘just to the extent that the religious 
craze goes, just so far will these gentle- 
men go to perpetuate this absurdity.’ 


‘The attorney for the prosecution made his 


closing speech to-day, and the judge took 
the case into consideration, to render a 
decision next Thursday. May Liberty 
pervade his thoughts and prompt him to 
utter her principles, 

Again, last Sunday I walked into a 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal church by 
accident, and had a bitter dose of a ser- 
mon to swallow. In addition to the usual 
slush and gush the minister, Rev. L. S. 
Rader, made a fling at the Freethinkers, 
He said that he saw down town a black, 
stuffed monkey that appeared to be turn- 
ing a peanut parcher, but when he looked 
closer he saw that the parcher was turning 
the monkey. He said that the Freethinker 
was like the monkey ; that he claimed to 
be moving the world onward whilst his 
only motion was the result of catching on 
to Ohristianity's advancement. Don’t you 
know that it made my blood boil ? I could 
not reply, but wanted to tell him that the 
Stuffed monkey reminded me of QOChris- 
tianity’s devil ; that for centuries Ohris- 
tians thought the devil was alive and 
working a trap to catch them, and they 
were in constant hubbub and conflict try- 
ing to avoid him, but that of late years 
Freethinkers had proved that the devil 
was only a myth, or no more than the 
stuffed monkey that acted merely through 
the violence of their movements; that 
many of the preachers now look on tho 
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devil as ‘‘ nothing more than a huge joke,” 
as the notorious Dr. Holland said, but 
they continue to use him to frighten their 
flocks into dropping the shekels. 

If you will send me two copies of Tum 
Taura Szzxrh containing this I will send 
one to Brother Rader as a specimen copy 
and ask him to gsubecribe, 


Yours truly, 8. 8. Bryan. 


How to Canvass. 


Wasuineton, D. C., Deo. 12, 1895. 

Mr. Eprror: A genuin live Freethinker 
is one who does something to promote 
Freethought. For he thinks to very little 
purpose who never acts in accordance 
therewith. Only by helping to enlighten 
others can we pay the debt we owe the 
cause for our own fortunate enlightenment. 
And those unable to either deliver lectures, 
edit journals, write books, magazine or 
newspaper articles, or contribute money, 
can, nevertheless, greatly sid the cause by 
getting subscribers for Freethought pub- 
lications, thus sustaining. and increasing 
their circulation and their power to do 
good. 

The approaching season of inclement 
weather, suspending outdoor work and 
giving all more leisure for reading, fur- 
nishes a favorable opportunity for getting 
subscribers to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

Your three months’ trial subscription for 
fifty cents makes it much easier than for- 
merly to get subscribers. 

To those working Freethinkers who feel 
like doing their share for the grand cause 
by soliciting subscribers, let us say: You 
need not feel backward about approaching 
either stranger or friend to ask for his 
subscription, for remember you are not 
asking him for s favor, but are really ask- 
ing him to let you do him a favor—espe- 
cially if you propose (as I almost invariably 
do) yourself to bear the trouble and ex- 
pense of safely remitting his money to the 
publisher. 

Reform club rooms, or other meeting 
places, where many progressiv thinkers 
congregate, often afford an opportunity to 
accomplish most with the least effort. It 
is often essential, however, that you get 
each prospeotiv customer aside and speak 
to him privately, or, at least, only in the 
presence of other Freethinkers, as many 
will subscribe privately who would not 
publicly. 

Firat, present to him those points of the 
paper likely to favorably impress him, be- 
ing particularly careful not to arouse his 
antagonism and thus provoke an endless 
debate. Leave to the paper the duty of 
fully converting. him, and sim only to get 
him to subscribe for it. 

If he is in any measure a reformer, tell 
him that Taz Trora SEEKER advocates a 
fandamental reform without which all 
other reforms are barren and cannot long 
endure. For ‘‘there can be but little lib- 
erty on earth while men worship a tyrant 
in heaven." Implore him not to exhibit 
toward Freethought that same indiffer- 
ence or prejudice which he condemns 
others for showing toward his favorit re- 
form. 

If he says he gets ‘‘ too many papers al- 
ready,” tell him it is not how much, but 
what we read, that enlightens—that you 
ean vouch for the superior quality of THE 
TRUTH SrrxeR—that mental, like physical, 
health depends respectivly upon variety of 
food, and until he givs Taz TRUTA SEEKER 
a fair trial he doubtless supplants it by in- 
ferior papers, and is blissfully ignorant of 
the grand treat he thereby misses. 

First urge him to subscribe for a whole 
year, so that, failing in this, you may in- 
duce him to compromise on a three months’ 
trial subscription. After getting it three 
months, he will probably become a perma- 
nent subscriber eventually. 

But if he won’t take the paper, by all 
means induce him to get Paine’s ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” which, by getting the eight for 
. & dollar, you can furnish him at fifteen 
cents per copy. If he will neither invest 
$3 nor fifty cents, he can't well refuse to 
invest fifteen cents, and reading it will 
eventually make him desire Tux TRUTH 
SmeKER any way, so your effort will thus 
not be entirely fruitless. 

**Actions speak louder than words." 

Yours for action as well as talk, 
D. WEBSTER Gaon, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Au Infidel in the Congregation. 
Preasant View, Ky., Nov. 25, 1895. 

Mr. EprronR: In this part of the sunny 
South there are not many Freethought men. 
Occasionally you find one in your travels, 
but he is generally afraid of his convic- 
tions, and will not say anything unless he 
is sure where he is at. 

I suppose I am the first political candi- 
date that ever ran in the state and wore a 
Freethought badge at;the same time (the 
Otto Wettstein badge) In the recent 
eleotion I wasa candidate for the legislature 
on the People's party ticket. I was nom- 
inated by a petition of about four hundred 
eitizens. But, of course, I was defeated 
in advance, because this is strictly & repub- 
lican district. The opposition did not say 
much about my Freethought principles, 
though I expected them to do so in circu- 
lar form. I suppose they would if they 
had been much afraid of my election. 

Recently I hav been attending some re- 
ligious revival meetings more for curiosity 
and pastime than for anything else. When 
I go into the church everybody looks at 
me as though I was a visitor from an un- 
known world. One night recently one of 
the ministers noticed me in the congrega- 
tion and when he was called upon to pray 
he remembered me as the mau who assailed 
God’s holy word, and wanted Him to cause 
my tongue to cleave to the roof of my 
mouth when I did so. He did not speak 
my name, but everybody knew whom he 
meant. À church member said to me after- 
ward that he did not believe in such per- 
sonal prayers, but I told him I did not 
care how much they prayed for me; they 
could neither hurt me nor do me any good. 
A few days ago I met a bevy of young lady 
converts and they wanted to know why I 
was not a Christian. I told them it was 
because Christianity was contrary to my 
reason. Of course they undertook to ar- 
gue the case. I asked them if they bo- 
lieved in prayer and the answer of prayer. 
Of course they did. ‘*Then,” said I, “I 
will make this agreement with you: You 
pray to your God that he may send his 
spirit of prayer into my heart, and if he 
does it I’ll pray.” They did not want to 
do that unless I would agree to pray first, 
to which I would not consent, The minis- 
ter came in and my proposition was stated 
to him. He said it was & fair one, and 
that they ought to pray for me. So Isat- 
tended church a little more than I other. 
wise would to hear how my case was going. 
One night I went to the Methodist prayer 
meeting. where it is the custom to ask 
members to giv their experience before 
kneeling in prayer. Many of the members 
did this and the meeting grew very en- 
thusiastic. Just before it was dismissed 
the class leader said, ‘‘ Will Mr. Herron 
say something?" Of course I was not look- 
ing for such a question, and it rather called 
me down, but I gathered my wits in a mo- 
ment and rose to my feet, because I thought 
the opportunity too good to lose. I can 
not recollect everything I said, but this is 
about the substance of it: ''My Chris- 
tian Friends: You hav asked me if I would 
like to say something. I havoften thought 
I would like to speak to you, but of course 
I feel a little timid about doing so for fear 
of offending some one. Recently I was 
asked to become a Christian. I will tell 
you that I cannot because I cannot believe 
the Bible as a book of God. I cannot be- 
lieve Jesus Christ was the Son of God. 
Now, I know you pity me for my unbelief, 
but I cannot helpit. I can do just as you 
do; believe just as much as my reason 
compels me. Your reason, you think, 
compels you to believe the Bible, while 
mine compels me to disbelieve it. My 
reason may be in error, but I think not; 
if it is, I am sorry for it, and as soon as I 
find that it is I will make my humble con- 
fession, but I cannot now. You asked me 
to pray. I cannot do that because you 
tell me your God is good and wise, Is he 
not? [Here one old brother nodded as- 
sent.] Weil, if that is true, will he not do 
what he knows to be right without asking? 
[Here the same brother shook his head for 


‘No.] If he will not, why not? [There 


was no explanation.] I am aware that it 
is a bad thing to be in error concerning 
any serious matter, and if anyone of you 
will show me where I am in error, I will 
humbly confess it, or if any minister will 
do so, I will acknowledge my error.” 


Then the class leader started a song, after 
which he asked the members to kneel in 
prayer for Brother Herron. Well, you 
ought to hav heard the multitude praying 
for the heretic. I intend to make it a little 
more interesting if they ever call on me 
again, although I shall try not to offend 
them. 

I think Freethinkers might do some 
good by attending churches in certain 
places aud reasoning with the Christians. 

Respectfully, 8. P. HEBRON. 


Final Remarks. 


Los AxaELES, Car., Dec. 5, 1895. 

Mr. Eprron: As long as mortal man ap- 
pears and disappears on this ball of dirt 
and water, he will continue to discuss the 
question of immortality, whether discus-. 
sion settles it or not. But not wishing to 
overdo the thing, I will now conclude my 
remarks on the subject, and return thanks 
for the space given to express them in 
your columns. 

It has been correctly stated that science 
knows nothing of life save through its 
manifestations, and the manifestations 
seen under the name of Spiritualism are 
most surely all there is to giv evidence of 
a life not dependent on a physical body. I 
hold that these manifestations are not suf- 
ficient to do it, and hav stated that some 
of them which were once attributed to 
spirits are now explained and accounted 
for without. Telepathy, or thought trans- 
ference, was long claimed by Spiritualism 
as indisputable evidence of the existence 
of spirits, but if Mr, Swan will turn to 
page 889 of ** The Dynamic Theory " (for 
sale by the Truth Seeker Company, if he 
has no copy), he will find the scientific ex- 
planation of it, and the sixth sense which 
he believes in will be partially explained. 
If he will read the history and develop- 
ment of hypnotism by Bjornstrom, he will 
learn more about that ‘‘sixth sense” in 
connection with clairvoyance, and will see 
how easy it is for a hypnotist to make his 
subject see spooks or mental images. If he 
will read the statement of a noted seer 
which is here inserted, he will see what pro- 
portion of visions he saw were real: ‘‘My 
experience as a seer givs me authority to 
say that only about ten per centof thespirits 
and scenes claimed to be seen by media and 
seers are real; and that ninety per cent are 
pure phasmas, or images projected upon the 
mental retinas of the sensitivs.” Had he 
said one hundred per cent it would hav 
been nearer right. He further said: ‘‘ The 
thoughts hav shape; the objects seen are 
phantoms. Thus an animal, dog, or bird, 
is loved by man or woman; still they die; 
but when dead the ideas of them still exist 
in their respectiv owners’ minds. Now 
with those images in your mind, you ask 
a seer, ‘Do you see my pet in heaven?’ 
The answer is ‘ Yes,’ and no wonder, for 
you hay just that moment sent the image 
there.” People go to sensitivs and get 
names of the dead and descriptions, which 
can be accounted for by thought transfer- 
ence and the somnambulistic condition of 
the sensitiv’s mind; drop their two dollars 
and come away thinking they hav been in 
the presence of spirits. And now, Mr. 
Swan, I will tell you why none of them 
got onto that eighty-foot tapeworm four- 
teen years old. The man thus favored by 
God was not aware of its presence, so 
could not and did not send forth its men- 
tal image. See? The method of comuni- 
cating with spirits, as outlined above, is 
going on all over the world and part of 
Canada, and people who want another life, 
and want it bad, go to a seance, get the 
name of some dead friend, with or without 
a description, and credulity does the rest. 
They hav become Spiritualists, and know 
that we shall liv forever and a while after- 
wards. If they get to doubting, another 
seance braces them up and they ‘‘ know” 
it again. 

When you hav passed through as much 
Spiritualistic experience as I hav, Mr. 
Swan, and dropped 88 many good dollars 
in pursuit of ghosts, you may, as I did, 
without ** reading books edited by others," 
find yourself anchored to solid Material- 
ism. : š 

Speaking about physical manifestations, 
let me introduce the testimony of a very 
prominent man who advocated Spiritual- 
ism while living and died in the faith. 
Said he: **Jugglery has been so systema- 


tized these days that not more than one | of the other. 
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so-called physical manifestation in fifty is 
to be relied on for what it purports to be.” 
Are you sure you hav always been fortu- 
nate enough to avoid the forty-and-nine? 

Now let us take a retrospectiv view of 
Spiritualism. "What is known as the mod- 
ern article has been before the world for 
nearly fifty years. Tell us, if you can, 
what it has done except to destroy old 
ereeds and stimulate the hope of immor- 
tality. It has revealed nothing that adds 
to the stock of human knowledge, and the 
good it might hav done, if true, is noticeable 
by itsabsence. Spirits might hav explained 
the disappearance of Charlie Ross, and 
saved his parents years of mental agony; 
but they didn’t. Spirits might hay pre- 
vented a second murder, had they revealed 
a murderer’s name in Vermont, when a 
noted medium visited the scene for that 
purpose; but they didn’t; and the man 
who did the crime repeated it a few months 
later and was then caught without spirit 
aid. No end of crime and murders might - 
be prevented by spiritsif there are any, 
but such things are too trivial to notice; 
and so with the awful fate of many who 
hav been, and still are, buried alive while 
in a state of suspended animation. ‘‘ Spir- 
its” never come back to tell of such things 
or to issue a warning; and nothing was 
ever known of such awful events not dis- 
covered by mortals. According to Spirit- 
ualism, the room af the time of a funeral 
is always full of spirits, and yet they never 
in any known case made an effort to pre- 
venta premature burial, which would be 
an easy matter, with no end of mediums to 
use for that purpose in all parts of the 
country. 

But this one fact stands out with marked 
prominence: Never did any medium un- 
der so-called spirit-control reveal any fact 
not know at some time by somebody in the 
mortal form. Spirits with all their sup- 
posed oppportunities hav no knowledge 
that we do not possess; and if science de- 
desires any knowledge regarding the inte- 
rior of Africa or the North Pole, it never 
did, and never will, attain such without 
sending a living human being after it. 
Spirits hav imparted the valuable informa- 
tion that Theodore Parker’s spirit-home is 
sixty-five billions of miles away; that end- 
less progression awaits us, whatever that 
is; that the planet Mars is inhabited, eto. ; 
but they could never discover the source 
of the Nile or tell us anything abont the 
interior of the Chinese empire when it was 
walled up to the outside world. They 
know nothing about the globe on which 
we liv that mortal man has not learned by 
search and discovery, and, though behind 
the scenes, hav no more knowledge re- 
garding the origin of human life and the 
unwritten history of the human race than 
we hav. We get nothing from spirits that 
rises above the fountain head of knowledge 
right here on terra firma, never did and 
never will, and all they tell us of and 
about another life is as indefinit, uusatis 
factory and worthless as the Book of Rev- 
elation. Twaddle and expressions of un- 
dying love for those who fought like cata 
and dogs when on earth, are the essence of 
spirit communications, and the average 
seance is sufficient to disgust anyone not 
stupefied by grief and sorrow. But space | 
is limited, so I will close by asking Mr. 
Swan if evolution is not taught by science, 
where it is taught; in the Sabbath schools? 
I wish also to kuow what he means by 
“dead matter which produces nothing." 


Has he discovered a new kind, and some 
form of force not inseparably connected 
with matter? If so, he should reveal his 
discoveries in the interest of science. 
Such talk shows what a thorough student 
of Materialism he must hav been, and 
how badly he needs for general informa- 
tion to read the ** Dynamic Theory.” 

As a last word I invite reflection on this 
indisputable fact: **No human being is 
bo:n into this world with any sign or evi- 
dence of à mind or memory. All are born 
with a brain fitted to a nervous system for 
receiving impressions; and the impres- 
sions received by the brain are all that 
makes that wonderful intellect which is 
expected to liv forever nnder the name of 
soul. ‘‘A man,” said Francis Bacon, ‘‘ is 
what he has experienced;” and the sum 
total of individual experience is regulated 
by environments and decided by the 
power and capacity of the brain to re- 
ceive and assimilate. The mind depends 
on the brain for its origin, and is never 
superior to its material source, and the 
destruction of the one is probably the end 
«O. SEVERANOR., 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


@hildren’s Sorner. 


. Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Muss., to whom all Communica- 
tion: for this Corner should be sent. 


“* Batween the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


Which One Was Kept. 


There were two little kittens, a black and a gray’ 
And grandma said with a frown: 

= Tt never will do to keep them both, 
The black one we'd better drown, 


* Don't cry,” my dear, to tiny Bess, 
** One kitten's enough to keer, 

Now run for nurse, for 'tis growing late 
And time you were fast asleep.” 


The morrow dawned, and rosy and sweet 
Came little Bess from her nap. 

The nurse said, ‘Go into mamma's room 
And look in grandma’s lap.” 


** Come here," said grandmamma with a smile 
From the rockirg chair where she sat; 
“God has sent you two little sisters; 
Now what do you think of that?" 


"Bess looked at the babies a moment, 
With their wee heads, yellow and brown, 
And then to grandma soberly said, 
“ Which one are you going to drown?” 
—Fxchange. 


Santa Claus. 


At this gift-season of the year millions 
of artless, confiding little children will be 
imposed upon by a most stupendous false- 
hood. They will be informed that Santa 
Claus, a being in the form of a big, burly 
man with snow: white hair and beard long, 
and flowing around a very red face, will 
come dressed in furry coat and top-boots, 
and laden with packs of tin trumpets and 
guns, carts, horses, dolls, tiny sets of 
dishes, and all things to please the little 
folks—that he will force his way noise- 
lessly down the chimney and proceed to 
fill the stockings of children who hav been 
good all the year (an impossible thing, by 
fhe way), and who hay followed faithfully 
instructions of wise or over-wise elders, 
and who hav placed the inoffensiv stocking 
in a conspicuous part of the chimney cor- 
ner. This downright lie will be forced 
upon the little ones by parents and grand- 
parents, brothersand sisters, uncles, aunts, 
and cousins, 

But, by and by, and very soon, in this 
precocious sge, these same little ones will 
come to learn that mamma and papa, and 
the rest of the folks, in this matter didn’t 
tell the truth, and may be, in after years, 
will tell that their first lesson in deception 
was learned at their mother's knee. **Oh, 
but it is a harmless tale, and too pretty a 
myth to let go," said a good mother, the 
other day. Pretty enough, but it is not 
harmless. False teaching never is. And 
why express falsely, when the plain, un- 
varnished truth is so much better? Let 
the gifts come in the stocking, or shoe, if 
it so please you, but let the child know 
how they got there, and whose dear hands 
they really came from. Will they not ap- 
preciate mamma’s and papa’s love, care, 
and thoughtfulness, much more than they 
can the coming of a mysterious Santa 
Claus who cau hav n» reason for taking 
such interest in them? 

Let us be honest with thechildren. Let 
us not deceive them, nor warp their tender 
minds in any way, or by any means what- 
ever. Let us teach them the truth. 

S. H. W. 


A French Philosopher. 


Perhaps no contributor to the school of 
philosophy has been so generally misuz- 
derstood as Pierre J. Proudhon. 

His was not a character that seemed 
adapted to Paris and its people. Stern, 
cold, and proud, he repelled rather than 
attracted public attention. A critic has 
spoken of him as one ‘‘ whose pen seemed 
dipped in vitriol rather than ink.” *'*He 
had more capacity,” said another, ‘‘ for 
receiving blows than most men of original 
and eccentric genius, and he had a marvel- 
ous faculty for giving them.” Strongly 
egoistic, he repudiated all authority that 
did not emanate from one’s highest self. 

Proudhon was born in Faubourg de la 
Mouillére at Besancon, in January, 1809. 
He was the child of poverty, and bred in 
pbseurity, After a somewhet desultory 


education received chiefly at püblio libra- 
ries, Proudhon, as a young boy, began 
life a printer. Here his individuality as- 
Werted itself. He had published a little 
work of his own on general grammar, 
dedicated to the Academy at Besancon, 
and the society, recognizing the scientific 
merit of the essay, accepted it. This was 
8 proud event for the rising young author. 
During this period a little incident oc- 
curred worth recording to illustrate the 
broad mind of the humanitarian. 

A young man came to Besancon seeking 
employment, and hoping for an immediate 
engagement, as he was absolutely at the 
end of his resources. There was no work 
to be had. While the unfortunate appli- 
cant, forty-eight hours without food, is 
contemplating suicide, Proudhon meets 
him, Learning his distress, he takes him 
to his own room, givs him food, clothing, 
and lodging for two months, and finally is 
enabled to procure employment for him, 
This during a time when Proudhon re- 
ceived scanty remuneration himself, barely 
suffising to provide the comforts of life. 
“You ask me if I know Proudhon,” said 
this young workman, some time after- 
wards; **Iowe him life; Lit was whom he 
preserved from s leap into the river." 

Perhaps this little illustration, brought 
80 forcibly to Proudhon's attention, played 
no small part in his impression of labor’s 
crushed and helpless eondition. At any 
rate, he now developed into a typical re- 
former. Arriving at Paris in 1832, he set 
himself at once about perfecting his life 
work. ‘‘Say that which thou knowest,” 
was his motto, and faithfully did he labor 
under it. This strong and implicit confi- 
dence in his own logic was the shield by 
which he defied all opposers. A noted 
biographer has said of him: ‘* The scream 
of the volatil and the enthusiast without 
backbone only produced a sense of weari- 
ness in him." And the philosopher's de- 
scription of the literary Frenchman givs 
evidence of great discernment. ‘The 
Frenchman does not really want to be free. 
Some one has said that we are not ripe for 
liberty; it is inexact, We shall never be 
ripe; this liberty is useless to us. Pro- 
vided he has the wherewithal to liv, per- 
mission to play or jest; provided he may 
comment upon the government while obey- 
ing it, the Frenchman is content.” This 
is lamentably true of other nations as well 
as of France. 

Many epithets and comparisous hav been 
hurled at Proudhon from the pens of his 
various reviewers. Some of these are 
amusing. *'Byron turned economist and 
publicist; doubt and despair raised into 
doctrin.” ‘fA Samson, who, failing to 
pull down the Philistine temple, shook the 
pillars, frightening a number of foolish 
people, greatly hissed at by others, and 
died.” But it is absurd to aver, as a biog- 
rapher has done, that ‘tin nothing is 
Proudhon a Frenc;man." He was essen- 
tially French, and belonged to France. 
Because intellect and logic set him above 
his class it does not follow that his char- 
acter was not that of a Parisian, Anyone 
conversant with his works will realize this. 

Proudhon possessed & powerful frame 
and an energetic mien, with a voice clear 
and vibrant asa bell Everything he did 
was done with passion. This trait of char- 
acter is purely French. And perhaps it 
was an unfortunate heritage. ‘He died 
at fifty-six, worn cut," says a biographer. 
His death occurred in January, 1865. 

Of course, Proudhon had his share of 
the persecution that so inevitably overtakes 
the anpopular reformer. He was in prison 
several times, and was, in fact, married 
from there. He was, also, several years 
in exile. His family number four, includ- 
ing Catberine Proudhon, who, perhaps 
inheriting some of her father’s ability, has 
published & certain amount of correspon- 
dence which will undoubtedly prove of 
great value to the world when the writings 
and character of Proudhon are better un- 
derstood. Iba BALLOU.. 


— 

What the Little Folks Are Saying. 

It has remained for a little girl in 
Brooklyn to nearly if not quite equal the 
famous witticism of Leigh Hunt. Of 
course she spoke in childish innocence, 
where the English essayist and wit used 
his ripened intellect, 

Hunt, in describing an exceedingly 
warm day, it will be remembered, spoke 


of it às one which tempted him ‘‘to strip 
off his flesh and sit in his bones.” — 

This dear little Brooklyn miss had been 
romping aud running all day. Toward 
nightfall her father met her. ‘* Are you 
not very tired, little one?” he asked. 

** Oh, not so very tired; papa,” she re- 
plied. Then in a burst of confidence she 
whispéred, **Ónly I do feel as though Pa 
like to take my legs off and carry them 
awhile.” 


An EARLY Inmmation. — “Johnny,” 
said the boy's father, ** I suppose that you 
are going to hang up your stocking next 
Christmas.”  ''No, I’m not," was the 
reply after some thought. ‘* Why not?” 
“ Because,” he answered, looking his 
father straight in the eye, ** you couldn't 
put a bicycle in my stocking.” 

UNO MESRINE: 


Correspondence. 


Newron, Ia., Dec. 16, 1895 
In your iesue of December 14th, Sarah E, 
Wiley, of Galveston, Tex., asks how snakes 
catch their game. Replying I will say 
tbat the snakes catch rats, mice, rquirrels, 
weasels, and other small animals by coil- 
ing themselvs around their holes and pa- 
tiently waiting till they come out. when 
they tighten the coils suddenly and crush 

them. I hav witnessed the operation. 

ALBERT LUFKEN. 

Fort FarrFrewp, Me., Deo. 6, 1895. 
Dear Miss Wixow: As I hav not written 
to you fora long time I will see if I can 
not write a few lines. Christmas is com- 
ing fast, bat Ido not expect any presents. 
I am going to school I like to go to 
school very much. We hav had some 
bright weather. I will close, so good-bye, 

Eraser Grant, 


[Next time write about the town you liv 
in, how large a place it is, how long it has 
been settled, and all you oan think of or 
learn concerning it.—Ep, C. C.] 
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RIGHT LIVING ; 


e 
Ethics as Understood by a 
Student of Science. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters 


Consid.ring from & rational view point those 


fair humanities that make life worthy to be 


lived. It will help everybody. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


JUST OUT! 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


1896. 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 


Conterrs: Balfour’s * Foundations of Belief? 
An Agnostic Rejoinder. S. Laing; An ostii 
and ‘ts Equivalents, Amos Waters; The Man, 
Jesus Christ: The Germ of the Christian Myth, 
J. Alanson Picton; Psyche: A Poem, W. Stewart 


Ross (Saladin); Mind as Controled bv Matter, | B 
Constance E. Plumptre; i , M 
n a Rice Wi Tbe Faiths of Our Fore 


7 „Watte; An A ic Vi 
Theism and Monism R. Bithell Bac V ow 
The Old Testament Library. J. J. Gould; Im. 
mortality, W. A. Leonard: The Physiological 
DN gt Religious Leaders, Furneaux Jordan, F. 


Price, 2 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
——— MÀ. 
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m '"  * ., Hehe 
Hi; fist to ihe nose of Bt.Patrick, and yelled, 
Let go of that tail and that horn—J insists” 


said Patrick. ‘I'he fist 


“ ; 


i:l ye moind yer own business ?” 
Drew 


Of & battering ram on the jaw 
And unhappy Si. Patrick, Who, 


Fuil forty feet off, where, 


ack and returned with thesickening crash 

of the rash h 

1 roppin e 

And the tail, by the terrible impulso Was borne is 
j unconsci 

Along with three others who stood Peas ar 

—Exiract and Illustration from “A Tale of a Halo." 
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Feed Theni Properly 


and carefully; reduce the painfully large pèr: 
centage of infant mortality. Take nó chances 
and make no exceriment in this very iriportkut 
matter. The Gail Borden Eagle Brand Con, 
densed Milk has saved thousands of little lives. 


Correspondents Wanted. 


Bachelar, 82, Radical. in good position in 
Western city, desires correspondence with Lib- 
eral ladies of suitable age. Adcress . 0. 
Truth Seeker Offre, 


WANTED. 


A good woman wanted, 25 to 40 vears of age, a 
Widow without children, not designing mar: 
riage, and of Liberal ideas, This is a gilt-edged 
chance for one of good disposition and good 
health to take charge of housework in family of 
six grown persons. Wagesfair and certain; and 
if her rervices merit it, after a term of years,» 
generous settlement in addition to wages agreed 
upon may be expected. Address 

4151 Box 8&4! Warren Pa. 


Ingersoll Paper Weights. 


GLASS WEIGHT, 2x4 INCHES, 


containing a 


Photograph of Colonel Ingersoll 


The picture is a very good one, the weight is 
heavy, and every Freethinking business man 
ought to have two or three on his desk to hold 
his papers down. 

‘the ladies wil of course be pleased with so 
handsome an ornament for center-table or man- 


tel. 

In the library. too. and wherever there are pa- 
pers to hold down it will come handy, as well as 
boing a souvenir of tha greatest heretic in the 
world. 


Sent by mail or express prepaid for 50 cents. 


"HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette PI., New York, 


Address 


PUBLICATIONS. 


“Intercourse Between the Soui and Body. 


By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 5 cents. 
Interesting books by same author: 


* Four Leading Doctrines,” 947 pp.,...... .75 
“ Divine Love and Wisdom," 248 pp.,..... El 
“ Divine Providence," 308 pp.,..... ........ 75 
“ Conjugal Love,” 472 $1.00 


Lo "Bo 
“True Christian Religion.” 982 pp.« ...... 1.50 
“ Apocalypse Explained," Vols. 1,2, 8,4 each, $1 

Send for Descriptive Catalogue to the American 
Swedenborg ,Printieg and Publishing Society, 
20 Cooper Union, New York. 


JUST OUT. ANOTHER NEW BOOK! 
PatrioticAddresses 


COL. R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Reunion Address 
AT ELMWOOD, ILL., SEPT. 5, 1895. 
—and— 
Decoration-Day Oration, . 
IN NEW YORK, MAY 30, 1882, 


His Address delivered at Elmwood, Ill, Sep- 
tember 5th, 1895, at the reunion of his old regi- 
ment, the Eleventh Illinois Oavalry—als^ his 
famous Oration delivered on Decoration, Day, 
1882, before the Grand Army of the Kepublio, a£ 
the Academy of Music, New York. ‘These two 
classics are published in book form for the first 
time from revised manuscript, and are the only 
authorized and correct reprints. Italso containa 
a handsome half-tone portrait of the Colonel 
and his little grandson, Robert G. Ingersoll- 
rown. Priuted on good paper, large type, wide 
margins, in one volume, 


Price, cloth, 50 ots; paper, 25 cts. Sent 
post-paid on receipt of price by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


DEroEMpER 28, 1895] 
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Health and Happiness. 
VIII.—DIET OR REGIMEN IN NURSING—CON- 
TINUED. 

Daring the first three months, and above 
all the first week or two, the mother should 
giv to the infant only her own milk. I 
pray you to take no heed of the advice, 
very frequently tendered, that the milk 
lacks this or the other ingredient; is not 
nourishing ; that the infant has need of 
something strengenthing or refreshing. All 
kinds of mixtures will be recommended, 
teas of various kinds, eto.—many of which 
are the very means to induce ailments, as 
thrush and the like. The milk of the 
mother of  newly-born infant is always 
watery with little white flakes in it (colos- 
trum). But it is precisely therein that the 
merit lies, and just for that reason it is 
suitable for the babe. Therefore during 
the first few days of the nursling's exist- 
ance giv it nothing but the mother’s milk, 
It is not until towards the third or fourth 
month that she may iutroduce the bottle 
to the infant. Fresh cow’s milk, one-third 
pure water, sweetened with milk sugar and 
slightly warmed, agrees with some chil- 
dren. Afterwards pure milk may some- 
times be given. During the first five 
months, however, mothers will do well to 
giv infants no other food but milk. A 
obild of that age is not capable of digesting 
auything else. While itis not always easy 
to obtain pure milk, especially in large 
cities, yet I believe it is to be had by the 
careful selection of some honest milkman 
or farmer who will supply the genuin arti- 
cle. Goat’s milk may be made to answer 
very well when cow’s milk is not to be had. 
If, however, neither one or the other is 
obtainable, a good brand of condensed 
milk can be resorted to, diluted with wa- 
ter, and sweetened if necessary. Besides, 
that milk preserves well, and is especially 
convenient to those who are traveling with 
young children. Young mothers using the 
natural world do well to provide themselvs 
with a can or a box of the condensed 
article ready for use, as during the night, 
perhaps, under the influence of heat, or a 
storm, eto., the milk destined for the child 

may become sour. 

Many substances recommended as substi- 
tutes for mother’s milk do not even merit 
the name. You may rest assured that 
many of the manufactured articles lack 
most of the elements of true milk. Nothing 
Bo nearly replaces mother’s milk as that 
of the cow or goat, when properly pre- 
pared. 

Supposing the child has safely reached 
the age of eight months, and has been fed 
altogether by the mother, two meals a day 
of cow’s milk should now be introduced ; 
say a teacupful at exch meal. In case any 
discomfort arises, add one-third or one- 
fourth of liz e-water. At the age of nine 
months, further variation may be intro- 
duced. An occasional cup of beef tea, 
mutton, chicken or veal broth, or the yolk 
of anegg. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that all these are merely accessories 
to the main diet, milk, of which 8 healthy 
child should consume & pint and a half to 
two pints a day. At this time of life it 
should hav five meals a day, at 8 A m. a tea- 
oupful of warm milk thickened with grated 
zwieback (dried bread); at 114.m. a cupful 
of warm milk or a teacupful of beef-tea, 
eto. If the child sleeps through the night 
do not disturb it ; should it awake hungry, 
there is no objection to a cup of milk, 

When a year old, the breakfast may con- 
sist of a oup of milk and a slice of bread 
and butter and the yolk of an egg lightly 
boiled; and again at 11, 2, and 6 o'clock of 
beef-tea, milk, eto. The meals may be 
varied by substituting oatmeal and milk, 
bread and milk, eto. Occasionally the 
child may hav boiled mashed potatoes, 
perhaps cauliflower with gravy, at dinner. 
The general practice of very young chil- 
dren sitting at the same table with their 
parents, and partaking of the same food 
and drink, is anything but commendable. 
The child’s stomach is not yet prepared to 
digest the same kind of food and drink as 
is the adult’s. Besides, children acquire 
bad tastes and habits, which in many in- 
Btanees prove harmful and lead to gastric 
trouble. The custom of giving to children 
beer or other alcoholic stimulants at meals, 
or at any time, is very pernicious, and 
should under no circumstances be allowed. 

Impediments 
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In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. A Liberal book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev- 
eral persons. - E 

We have quite a number of books appropriatel 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pac 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, orby prepaid express. The following are 


and Hindrances to 


HOLIDAYS. 


Four Hundrea Years of Freethought. From 


Columbus to Ingersoll, 
Putnam. 


traits of the most eminent 
aud philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marb. 


edges. Price, $5 


Right Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- 
ies as Understood by a Student of Science. 
“Right Living ” is well bound 
and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 

A Historical Story 


By Helen H, Gardener. 
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


n Unofficiai Patriot. 
of the Civil War. 


he Freethinker's Pictorial 


cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 


d Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 


in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

T" Gods and Religions of Ancient an? Modern 

Two volumes. Written in 


In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 


Times. 
prison. 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


[ngersorrs Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. Oheaper cloth 
-dition from same plates, $1.50. 


[ngersotl s Principal Works : Gods and Other 
i: Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses: Interviews on 
nat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. With Pictures of 


Colonel Ingersoll and Grandchild. By R 
G. Ingersoll. In color, on boards, beveled: 


Lectures; 


almage; 
Blasphemy; 


Life. 


gilt edges, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 

A raham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. “loth, $t. 

By Dr. J. Hart- 


he Creation of God. 
mann. Red cloth, $1. 


Pleasure an‘ Progress. By A. M. Lorentz, 


LL.B. Oloth, $1. 


148 full-page half-tone por- 


By. Samuel P ers. 


Freethinkers 


Large octavo Cloth, $1. 
led 


Cloth, $1. 


in cloth 50 cents. 


Text-Book, in 


Romanes. 


Silk 


cloth, $5. 


22x28. 


the songs. 


arton's Life of Voltaire, 


same can be said as of Conway’s Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. 
A oslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth. gilt top, 


all good books for the purpose : 


7^ World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
1,075 pages. 

leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 
Martyrdom of Man. By Winwood Reade- 


8vo. Cloth, $3; 


Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. Bell. 
photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. "Wixon 
Giltstamp. $1.25. 
M"! In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/otaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated, 
Half caif, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

Darwin and After Darwin, By George J. 

Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Tite Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
95smaller; larga type, heavy, toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. 


Half calf, $10; in 
Of which the 


By Matilda 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 
relates to Ohristianity in the “ peoline 


and Fall of 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


Force and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $8; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 

Q osmian Hymn Book. 

Edited by L. K. Washburn. 


the Roman Empire." 


With music to al 


loth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


say For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. gg 
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Nursing.—Free breathing is essential to 
nursing. The child must breath freely in 
order to nurse well. The breathing may 
be impeded either by the child’s nose lying 
to close to the breast, or by being stopped 
up. Care, therefore, should be taken, in 
case the babe does not nurse freely, to see 
whether the breathing is not thus hindered. 
In the former case a slight pressure of the 
finger on the place with which the nose 
comes in contact will remove the impedi- 
ment. If, however, it should be noticed 
that the child draws and swallows un- 
steadily-and lets go every few minutes, 
the cause is no doubt a temporary closing 
of the nose with hardened mucus. To 
relieve this introduce with a feather or 
camel’s hair brush a little pure fat or oil 
into the’ nostrils. If that is ineffeotiv, 
syringe the nose with a little warm salt 
water. The organ being cleansed, the 
child will again breathe freely through 
the nose. 1f you wish to discover 
whether or not the child’s nostrils are 
stopped up, place a very narrow strip of 
thin paper about two inches long before the 
openings of the nose. If the nostrils are 
free you will see the paper move with 
every expiration; if the nose is stopped 
up the paper will not move. When chil- 
dren breathe through the mouth it is very 
frequently an indication that the nose is 
filled with dried mucus, in which case 
respiration through its normal channel is 
hindered. J. Hartmann, M.D. 
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The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
What Is Christianity? Aa Inquiry into 


the Nature of Christianity. Price, 10 cents. 


The Followers of Jesus, An Interesting 
dress, showing that professing Christians of 
to-day are notin reality the “followers of Je- 
sus.” Price. 10 cents. 
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** Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
If this were not a folding-bed, 
T'd take all risks myself," she said. 


Mrs. H. (returning from church): ‘You 
seemed to agree with all the parson said 
this morning." Mr. H.: ‘‘ What makes 
you tbink so? I heard very little of it?" 
Mrs. H.: ‘Well, you nodded at nearly 
every sentence.” : 


Has it cecurred to Mr. Roosevelt to cal- 
culate the exact reduction in Jesse James 
brigandage which might be effected if the 
Blue laws were so enforced as to prevent 
masked brigands from working on Sun- 
day?—New York World. f 


Tue Christian Endeavor Society prayed 
on Thanksgiving day for the conversion 
of Bob Ingersoll. Thie is time wasted. 
Better pray for snow for Christmas eve, so 
Santa Claus can get around easily.—Can- 
ton (Ohio) News. Democrat. 


Deacon Passer (to boys whom he has 
found playing in the meeting-house): 
«What do you mean by making all this 
noise in the house of the Lord?” That 
Bad Towser Boy: **I reckon this is Uncle 
Tommie Anderson's house. My dad allows 
he’s got a mortgage on it for more "n it's 
wuth.”— Boston Transcript. 


Tur minister had bsen in the little Ken- 
tucky town but a short time, and when he 
was Called to preach a funeral sermon he 
thought it best to pick up a few facts about 
the deceased. ‘‘I trust our brother gone 
before was à truly religious man?" he said 
to the surviving brother. ‘‘ You bet he 
was," was the earnest answer. ''Why, 
brother, he never tuk out his gun to lay 
fer one of the Simmonses without fust 
prayin’ three hours." — Cincinnati En- 
quirer. 


He Dron'r Go TggBz.—Fond Mother: 
** Dear me, what's the matter now?” Mar- 
ried Daughter: **Boo-hoo—my husband 
has deceived me." Fond Mother: ‘‘The 
brute! How do you know?" Married 
Daughter: ** He—boo-hoo—he said he was 
—was going to the church fair last night, 
and—and he didn’t. He went somewhere 
else." Mother: ‘‘ Who told you he went 
somewhere else?" Daughter: ‘*No one. 
This morning I found some—some money 
in his pockets—boo-hoo-hoo!"—Vew York 
Weekly. 


In Westminster Abbey, says an English 
paper, there is a large marble tablet in 
memory of a famous bishop. It is a bas- 
relief, representing the bishop—a portrait 
—in the agony of death, sinking into the 
arms of an aliegorical female figure, pre- 
sumably intended for the angel of death. 
It is said that an aged couple from the 
country were being shown around the ab- 
bey, and pausing long before the tablet 
the old lady remarked to her husband: 
“That’s a good likeness of the bishop, 
but,” regarding the angelic personage at- 
tentivly, ‘‘it’s a very poor one of Mrs. —-. 
I knew her very well, and she didn’t look 
‘like that."—New York Tribune. 


Here is a story about that eccentric 
character, the late Lord Ailesbury. It has 
the two-fold merit of being true and of 
never having previously appeared in print. 
Lord Ailesbury was standing bareheaded 
in a well-known hatter’s shop in Piccadilly 
while his hat was being ironed. A bishop 
—who, being still alive, has not yet reached 
his turn for posthumous anecdotes, and 
must consequently be nameless—entered 
the shop in full attire, and seeing Lord 
Ailesbury bareheaded, mistook him for a 
shopman. Taking off his own head-cover- 
ing, the bishop said, “I want to know if 
you hav a hat like this?" Lord Ailesbury 
surveyed the hat and its owner, and turned 
on his heel with the curt remark, ‘‘ No, I 
havn’t; and if I had, I’m d——d if I'd 
wear it."— London Realm. 


Mr. GourrER Woop writes as follows of 
an incident which occurred at Bradford- 
on-Avon, near Bath, in 1805, The bishop 
visited the town, and at the morning ser- 
vice the parish clerk said: ‘‘ Let us zing 
to the praaze and gluwry o’ God dree vus- 
ges o' the hundred an’ vourteenth Z am, a 
varsion zbecially 'dapted to the 'easion by 
myselt— 


«Why hop ye zo, ye little, little hills? 
An' what var do 'e skip? 
Is it a 'ecos yu'm proud to zee 
His Grace the Lard Biship ? 


** Why skip ye zo, ye little, little hills? 
An’ what var do e' hop? 
Is it a ’cos to preach to we 
Is com'd the Lard Bishop ? 


** Yese; he is com'd to preach to we; 
Then let us all- strike up, 
An’ zing a glawrious zong o' praaze, 
An’ bless the Lard Bishup.” 


—Freethinker. 
a 
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PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH 


Net for Pareons. | Some Gnd Pam at Low Prices, 


READ AND GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS, 


Mailed singly for 10 cents each; twelve of any 
one, or an assortment of twelve, for $1. 


AN ANTIDOTE ANALYZED. Reply toa 
Christian who had attacked Freethinkers, 
and Exposing the Inconsistency of Christians 
generally. Luse. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Iaquor Drinking is Commended, Defended, 
and Enjoined by the Bible. Edwin C Walker, 


CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FORCRIME 
Authenticated by the Bible. O B Whit- 
ord, W.D. 


DID MAN FALL? Isthe Garden of Eden 
a Fact? Israel W Groh. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. A Lecture by 
Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. Giving reasonable 
reasons for Religious and other Delusions. 


FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 
John E. Remsburg's most noted work, and 
one of the most effective ever written by any 
Freethinker. 

THE 


FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT 
APOSTLE TO THE TRUTH SEEKERS. 
Written while journeying in and near the land 
of Yahweh. Containing the best moral in- 
structions of the world from the great teach- 
ers of the former ages. D M Bennett. 


THE GIANT DELUSION. A paper read 
before the Freethought International Con- 
ress at Chicago. One of Otto Wettste n’s 

. fraternal attacks on Spiritualism. 


HOW CAN WE BE SAVED? Was Jesus 
Supernatnrally Conceived, and did he Rise 
from the Dead? Israel W Groh. 


INGERSOLL AND JESUS. Showing how 
the two agree. A poem by Samuel P Putnam. 


THE LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A discussion between Col.Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Hon. Frederic R. Coudert, Ex-Gov. Stewart L. 
Woodford, before the Nineteenth Century 
Club of New York. ''Each man has the same 
right to express to the whole world his ideas 
thatthe rest of the world have to express 
their thoughts to him." Colonel Ingersoll 
maintains this, the others deny it. Mr. Cou- 
dert is a Roman Catholic. Mr. Woodford a 
Protestant. 


MATERIALISM : Its History, and Its In- 


fluence Upon Society. Dr. Louis Bucbner. 


MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORKERS, 
A Consideration of the Marvels and Miracles 
of the New Testament One of John Peck's 
best books. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT, or The 
Forgery of the Old Testament. Dedicated to 
the Clergy. H.J.Seigneuret, 


THE NEW GOD. ‘‘It is au open secret 
that man has always made his Gods. They 
exist in and through him, &s the image exists 
inand through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes." 
This pamphlet, therefore, is a consideration 
of what kind of a God man should make. 
Samuel P. Putnam. 


ORTHODOXY. A lecture by Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and one of that great | 
man's best. The subjects considered are: Or- 
thodox Religion Dying Out, Religious Deaths 
and Births, The Religion of Reciprocity, Mo- 
hammed, The Destruction of Art, The Dis- 
covery of America, Copernicus and Kepler, 
Charles Darwin, Special Providence, The‘: 
Latest Creed, God as a Governor. The Love 
of God, The Fall of Man, The Atonement, 
The Second Birth, Ins ;iration, The Reign of 
Truth and Love. The Wars It Bronght, The 
Resurrection, The Judgment-Day, Pions 
Evasions, ‘No Bible. No Civilization;” Mira- 
cles of the New. Testament, The Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Necessity of Belief, Eter- 
nal Punishment, Some Who Are Damned 
What I Believe Immortality. This lecture is 
on the famous text, “The C ergy know that I 
know that they do not know.” 


Showing that | posed chiefly of mothers, the cradle will be 


IMPROBABLE. L. R. Smith. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MASS MEETING AT LINCOLN HALL, 
WASHINGTON. Being the Speeches 


of Hox, Freperiok Dovarass and Oou, Ros- 
ERT Q. INGERSOLL ou the Decision of the 
United States Court that the Civil Rights Act 
is Unconstitutional. Fifty-three large octavo 
pages, of which Colonel Ingersoll's speech 
occupies 88 pages. 


PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. Solong 


as the Pulpit speaks to believing Pews com- 


rocked by ghosts and the race will remain on 

.its knees to à devil of its own creation and to 
a God who is powerlers against him. One o0 
Hel-n Gardener's brightest efforts. 


THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY BET- 
TER THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
M. Babcock. 


RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. One of L. K. 
Washburn’s best lectures, and it is, like all of 
his, very good. 

SCIENCE vs. RELIGION, or The Con- 
flict Between Reason and Superstition. T O 
Widdicombe. 

ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 
Presenting the evidence of the forgery of his 
alleged gospel. HJ Seigneuret. 


SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL DIS- 
CLOSURES REGARDING NEW HALL 
CONVENT. Showing that Convents 


are inimical to chastity. virtue, and freedom. 
SPIRITUALISM FROM A MATERIAL- 
ISTIC STANDPOINT. B F Under- 


wood. Written before Mr. Underwood joined 
the Psychic Researchers. 


THUMBSCREW AND RACK. Torture 
Implements Employed in the 15th aud 16th 
centuries for the promulgation of Christian- 
ity. Bsing the Nuremburg Collection, with 
specimens from the Holy Inquisition. 28 pic- 
tures. The deroriptions and reflections by 
George E. Macdonald. : 


VICTOR HUGO’S ORATION ON VOL- 
TAIRE, delivered on the one hun- 


dredth’s auniversary of Voltaire's death. 
Translated by James Parton, author of the 
Life of Voltaire. To which are added the 
three great poems of Goeths, George Eliot, 
and Longfellow. 


WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? Austin 
Bierbower. A lawyer's consideration of the 
evidence of that alleged event. 


WAS JESUS INSANE? A consideration 
of Shrist’s alleged acts which would lead one 
to that conclusion. LK Washburn. 


WHY DON'T HE LEND A HAND! And 
other Agnostic Poems. Samuel P. Pu‘nam. 
T^e title poem is perhaps the most popular 
of Mr. Putnam’s many poems, and a great 
many editions of it have been called for. The 
other poems are: The Golden Age, The Idea! 
and the Real. Not Dead, but Living, Frui- 
tion, Hope, Thomas Paine, Nature’s Gos el, 
Address to Deity, and the shor‘ poem so often 
recited with great effect by Charles Watts, 
Give Us Light. . 

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GOD? B F Underwood; written be- 
fore Mr. Underwood joined the Psychic Re- 
searchers. 

WOMAN: FOUR CENTURIES OF PROG- 
RESS. A lecture delivered at the 
Freethinkers’ International Congr:ss at Chi- 

gago. Conside ing: The Cause of Woman’s 

Subjugation, The Canon Law aud Its Effects 
Upon H.r, Theology Never Helptulto Woman, 
Inveution Woman’s Friend. Freethought the 
Benefactor of Woman. susan H. Wixon, 

WOMAN: HER PAST AND PRESENT, 
HER RIGHTS AND WRONGS. A lect- 
ure delivered before tne Woman Suffrage As- 
sociation of Denver. Col., by B F Underwood. 


Any one of the above for ten cents, and twelve 


for a dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH g&8EEEER. CO.. 
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Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. Pictures. 


CONTENTS. 


Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Bisera, 

General Gideon. 

Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz. 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 

David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 3 

Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 
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Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family 4 
Isaac and His ' Sister,’ 

One of Twins, 

Jacob and Esau, - 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, |. . 

Balsam the Diviner, 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOTA: 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim 0j 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


The Great Inger- 


soll Controversy 


Containing the famous Christmas 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the pro- 
tests thereby evoked from the minis- 
ters who think they own this country 
and all therein, and Colonel Ingersoll’s 
replies to the same. A finely gotten 
up pamphlet. Price, 25 cents. 


Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child 


* Reading this lecture,” remarked a 
friend the other day, “will make men 
better; for if a man reads it one night 
on his way home, the next night he 
will take along some oranges or some- 
thing to his family.” This lecture is 
gotten up in the handsome style of 
** Voltaire " and ** Lincoln," and has as 
a frontispiece a fine photo-engraving of 
the Colonel and both his grandchil- 
dren, Evaand Robert, the little fellow 
upon his knee, and Eva in her high 
chair. It is & pretty picture, and the 
Colonel’s millions of friends will take 
pleasure in it. In this pamphlet is 
also the Colonel's Tribute to His 
Brother, which so many have de- 
sired to have in convenient form. 
Price, 25 cents. 


VOLTAIRE 


* Voltaire was the greatest man of 
his century, and did more to free the 
human race than any other of the 
sonsof men.” A lecture by INGERSOLL, 
with portrait of Voltaire. A hand- 
some pamphlet. Every Freethinker 
will surely want it. Price, 25 cents. 


LINCOLN 


This is Colonel IxaxnsoLnr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waver 

touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by InerssorL, with likeness 
of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 
death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


IS SUICIDE A SIN? 


Colonel IxaznsoLr's Famous Letters 
and Replies from Eminent men. Witb 
“Great Suicides of History” and 
Schopenhauer’s Essay. 25 conta. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


VOLTAIRE was nota saint. He was edu- 
cated by the Jesuits. —Zngersoll. 


Wrones intrenched in bad legislation 
cau never be converted into vested rights. 
—Investigator, 


Ir Christ had the power to defend him- 
self from the Jews and refused to use it, he 
was guilty of suicide. — Diderot. 


_ PowzR is-s brutal thing, and will always 
in the end go to those who hav least knowl- 
edge and insight. — 4 wuberon Herbert. 


HuwaN wisdom is the aggregate of all 
human experience, constantly accumulat- 
ing, selecting, and reorganizing its own 
materials. —Story. 


Hr that will freely speak and write must 
be forever no slave, under no prince or 
law, but lay out the matter truly as it is, 
not caring what anyone will like or dis- 
like. — Lucian, 


Ter Catholic would pray as a Catholic. 
The Unitarian and the Trinitarian would 
pray in a like manner. We are opposed 
to any and all who wish to go into our 


schools with even select quotations from. 


the Bible, or with ‘non-sectarian ” pray- 
ers.— Progressiv Age. 


Do but gain a boy's trust; convince him 
by your behavior that you hav his happi- 
ness at heart; let him discover that you are 
the wiser of the two; let him experience 
the benefits of following your advice and 
the evils that arise from disregarding it; 
and fear not you will readily enough guide 
him.— Herbert Spencer. : 


Aut religion is paradoxical to reason, 
God hates sin, yet sin exists. He is om- 
nipotent, yet evil is not overcome. The 
will of man is free, or there can be no 
guilt, yet the action of the will, so far as 
experience can throw light on its operation, 
is as much determined by antecedent 
causes as every other rational force. 
Prayer is addressed to a being assumed to 
be omniscient, who knows better what is 
good for us than we can know, who sees 
our thoughts without requiring to hear 
them in words; whose will is fixed and 
cannot be changed. Prayer, therefore, in 
the eye of reason, is an impertinence.— 
Froude. 


ConsipeR * * ‘ the work of Herbert 
Spencer in relation to the era in which it 
has arisen. Without aristocratic birth, 
without means sufficient even to secure 
leisure, without authority save in his pow- 
ers of reason, it has been his fate to pursue 
his career in a country where the talis- 
manic words are title, wealth, position, 
Distinguished as a philosopher alone, he 
has striven to make his influence felt 
in a nation where the respect for pure in- 
tellectuality, and where the general diffu- 
sion of culture, are far below that of the 
other two great nations foremost in civili- 
zation—France and Germany. Attempt- 
ing to establish philosophy upon a new ba- 
sis, he has run counter to the prodigious 
prestige of the Universities with their 
stereotyped teaching still locked in the ab- 
surdities of medieval metaphysics.—Ar- 
thur Lynch, in Free Review. 


Tr the average man, the one unaddicted 
to the habit of analysis, is told that he is 
virtuous only because ‘‘ happiness is the 
end and aim of morality," he is wont to 
express doubt, or to exhibit indignation 
with a thesis which is foreign to the smug 
and comforting philosophy in which he 
has been reared. He will tell you, and 
probably with perfect sincerity, that he 
does not always do the right because the 
right will bring him happiness, but because 
he wishes to be upright and moral, and to 
act in the right for right’s sake. But by 
whatever label we describe worthy con- 
duct, the fact remains that the desire for 
pleasure is the radix which develops into 
the lovely efflorescence of the grandest 
deeds of altruism. The pleasure may be 
immediately secured by the ** moral glow” 
or satisfaction, or it may follow upon 
transient pain. — Walter M. Gallichan, in 
Free Review, 


I am sorry to know that honest men who 
are quite intelligent on all other questions, 
and who quite naturally yield to doubt in 
all other things, are positivly thrown into 
a panic when a doubt respecting any relig- 
ious matter presents itself to their con- 
sciousness. So absolutely hav the creeds 
enslaved men that they feel afraid to use 
their reason, and dread the possible conse- 
quences of the use of their own senses! 
Čan any degradation be deeper than that? 
Ordinary tyrants can intimidate men as far 
as actions are concerned; but it requires 
the wicked priest to intimidate them as to 
thought and belief. And how utterly 
‘wicked must that tyranny be which treats 
the natural, honest workings of the mind 
as sin! Yet men permit the mongers of 
that holy sham to prate of morality, while 
their system is the most immoral thing to 
be anywhere found. It ishorrible! Let 
us do our uttermost to destroy priestly tyr- 
anny.—Joseph Symes. 


NEW EDITION. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. 


By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Revised and greatly Enlarged. A Hand- 
some Quarto, containing over 
400 pages. 


The book is designed for, and will be accepted 
by, admiring friends as a rare personal souvenir. 
To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, 
with autograph facsimile, has been prepared 
especially for it. Inthe more elegant styles of 
binding itis eminently suited for presentation 
purposes, for any season or occasion. 


CONTENTS: 


Oration delivered on TheChristian Night, 
Decoration Day, 1882, My Choice, 
before the Q. A. R. yo o 
at the Academy of Imagization, 
Masis, N. Y. cience, 

A Tribute to Ebon O. If Death Ends All, 
Ingersoll Here and There, 


A Vision, of War, How Long? 
At a Child's Grave, Liberty, 
Benefits for Injuries Jehovah and Brahma, 
We Build, The Free Soul, 
A Tribute to the Rer. Life, 

Alexander Clark, Tribute to Henry Ward 
The Grant Banquet, Beecher, 
Apnstrophe to Liberty, Tribute to Courtlandt 
A Tribute to John [ci Palmer, 

Mills. The Brain, 
The Warpand Woof, ‘Ihe Sacred Leaves. 
The Cemetery, Origin and Destiny. 
Originality. What is Poetry? 
Then and Now, My Posicion, 
Voltaire, Good and Bad, 
Lazarus Tho Miraculous Book, 
What is Worship ? Orthodox Dotage, 
Humboldt, The Abolitionists, 
God Silent, Providence, . 
Alcohcl, The Man Christ, _ 
Auguste Comte, The Divine Salutation, | 
The Infidel, At the Grave of Benja-; 
Napoleon, min W. Parker, 
The Republic. Fashion and Beauty, 
Dawn of the New Day, Apostro he to Science, 
Reformers, Elizur Wright, 


The Garden of Eden, 
Thomas Paine, 
The Age of Faith, 


The Imagination, 
No Respecter of Persons 
Abraham Lincoln, 


Origin of Religion, The Meaning of L&w, 

The Unpardonable Sin, What is Blasphemy? 

The Olive Branch, Some Reasons, 

Free Will, Selections, 

The King of Death, Love, : 

The Wise Man, The Birthplaceof Burns 
runo, . Mrs. Ida Whiting 

The Real Bible, Knowles, __ 

Benedict Spinoza, Art and Morality, 

The First Doubt, Tribute to Roscoe Conk- 

The Infinite Horror, ling, d 

Nature, Tribate to Richard H. 

Night a` A Morning, Whiting, 2 

The Conflict, Mrs. Mary H. Fiske, 

Death of the Aged, Horace Seaver. 


The Charity of Extrava- The Music of Wagner, 


gance, eaves of Grass, 
Wom»n, ivisection, , 
The Sacred Myths, The Republic of Medios- 
Inspiration 


" rity. 
Religious Liberty of the A Tribute to Walt Whit- 
ible, 
The Laugh of a Child, 


Incloth. beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; half 
morocco, gilt edges, $5; half calf. mottled 
edges, library style, $4.50; full Turkey 

orocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, 
$7.50; full tree-calf, highest 
.possible finish, $9 
Sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail 
post free, on receipt of price. 


A Cheaper Edition from same 
plates, good paper, wide 
margins, cloth, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
Science Versus Religion, 


OB, THE 


Conflict Between Reason and Superstition 
By T. C. WIDDICOMNMBE, 
Price, LO Ceuts. For sale at this Offices, 


DESIGN FALLACIES, 


A. Refutation of the Argu- 
ment That Nature Ex- 
hibits Marks of Having 
Been Designed by an In- 
telligent Being. 


VV 


SYNOPSIS : 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Neces- 
sitating an Infinite Series of Designers. 
Il. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be 
Beneficent. ; 
IIL. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are E regionus Slow, 
They Are Egregiously astefal, 
They Often Serve No Use, i 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Oalled Design Is Only Subserviency; 
and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimate. 
V. What Actually Did Canse So-Called Design. 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution 
&nd & Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
UIS YY 
Price, 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place. N.Y 


Truth Seeker Readers?! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do your children learn thesebeantic ongs o 
Tennyson, Whittier, Longfellow, and > üerpoets 
and sin, t smin our homes, maki 1 Jom he e 
py and brig END FOR A COPY -Q:aon olo 
zit title, 40 cents" half bound, 25 3 <48. 


Address 


831 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK: 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUE 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND BE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OP 
OBURCH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS & 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 


STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


8 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
Missionaries. 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
3 OPRRSCD” The Church Robbing the People 


5 “ 

" Thank: 1 d The Lord's Instruments. 
H s Sabbath Laws. ð " 25 : Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
14 s Childr d the Church. 1 e Church and Slavery. 
10° * Woman and the Church. $ " Priests and Politics.. 
8 s The Church and Thomas Paine. 4 se eland and the Charch. . 
MEME S qu Scenes o T f$ QN domu os 

c e, ] 1 

y s The Clere y and "Their Flocks. 4 s Unkind &eflections on the Church. 
1 n Flety i in Our Ponitentiariese A es Rorescu ions of the Church. 
4 e Atonement Scheme. me Alle Be 
4 s" The Lord and His Works. 8 " Heaven. 
2 " Prayer. 8 e He 
io *" The Creeds. 7 = Miscellaneous. 
1 = Christians and Mohammedans. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it hag ever bos 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be pub» . 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price it world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict. 
ares do not make up the whole of this volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that nore ae as PEDIS e the illustrations, anid secondly a3 toxta to prove tho, atter 
falsity of the church's professions an ocrisy o ose who . 3 
book Ys one of the beat weapons against Onristianity and the church that has ever been put -n the 
bends of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address WHE TRETMA SHERMER. 


NO BEGINNING;" |POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


oR. | AGOOUNT OF 


The Fundamental Fallacy. Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
Í Cloth, 75 cents. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition, lt deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that G«.stianity is a bore 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futileand foolish, and that religion is 


Addresr THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price. 20 cents. six for 8 


COSHIAN HYMN-BOOK. frons THE CROTH SEEKER 


A COLLECTION OF — eet 
ui 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


A common-sense exposure of the error in the 
reasoning upon which is based the belief in a 
“ Creation” or “ First Cause” of things. 


By WILLIAM H. MAPLE. 


“This volume discusses the question of a cre- 
ator with such plainness of wording thet even 
the unlearned can understand, and diu 
itfrom so many different directions that it is 
one of the most comprehensive and conclusive 
works on the subject we remember seeing.” —THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, July 22, 1893. 

Nearly 200 pages, with eighteen chapters and a 
preface, bound neatly and strongly in cloth. 

PBIOE, $1; POSTPAID. 


CoMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at This Office. 


by an eminent physician of 35 years 
“old, ori 


k, 
| imitated by many, equalled by none. 
bl Insrired by wish to sid humanity; it 


if married or who ever expect to be 
The last edition has 1,000 pages, 
UM 3 colored charts of vital organs, 20 
M wood cuts, 21 chromos@showing 
origin of life—development of man. 
ones APPENDIX has over 200 Recipes. 
a Only $1.50 by Mail; Circulars Freee 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place New York. 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS, ^ 
Sag where you saw thisadver.s Vineland, M, Je 
NOW READ THIS! 

Dr. Fellows is a stench LIBERAL anl s very 
successful physician. He has treated DISFA2 Eb 
OFMEN for twenty years, and his remediss are 
an outgrowthof this long practices which shoula 
give confidence to those afflieted, 
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SOME MORE FOOLISH DOCTRIN, 


Ae Crusaders -— 
“gathered together "in 
Mis name ard asied. |= 
-— forthe Holy Lana — j- 
—[and did not get it. 
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JY ews of the Lec. 


ANOTHER clothing strike is on in New 
York; a renewal of the sweat-shops fight. 


TwENTY-sIxX men and boys perished in a 
mine explosion near Dayton, Tenn., Dec. 
20th. 


IN the newest annexed district of New 
York seven letter-carriers are to be put on 
bicycles, 


New Yorx Socialists hav organized a | 


bicycle club for the better distribution of 
their literature. 


SECRETARY OP War Ounzy demands in- 
demnity of Turkey for loss of American 
property in recent disorders. 


Cot, AnOHIE Fisx, of Colorado, has 
come East to agitate for bimetallism. He 
has headquarters in New York. 


Tue personal effects of the late Samuel 
J. Tilden were sold at auction in this city 
last week. They brought about $10,000 


Tue great rains in Illinois and Missouri 
caused disastrous floods in those states. 
Chicago was flooded over haif its surface. 


THE young men whom the Catholic mil- 
itant societies hav been training to arms 
indorse Oleveland’s message and call for 
war, 


Jopar Tomas L. Nugent, the Populist 
Jeader in Texas and twice the candidate of 
that party for governor, died in Fort 
Worth on Deo, 14th, 


THERE was a sharp fight at Minas be- 
tween the insurgents and the Spanish sol- 
diers. The Cuban’s lost heavily and the 
Spanish column was wiped out. 


Two men from San Francisco, W. J. 
Sheridan and Dr. James Underwood, hay 
been arrested in Honolulu charged with 
conspiracy to overthrow the government 
of Hawaii, 


Ax elder of the Lebanon Shakers re- 
eently eloped to New York with a sister. 
It is thought by the society that the wo- 
man hypnotized him. He has $8,000 of 
Shaker funds. 


AN alleged dispatch from Constantinople 
to a German paper says that the sultan of 
Turkey has ordered 10,000 troops to attack 
Zeitoun, an Armenian city, and to massa- 
ere the 12,000 inhabitante. 


Ir is reported that General Campos, 
commander of the Spanish forces in Cuba, 
has been informed from Madrid that he 
must strike a decisiv blow or money cannot 
be raised to maintain the army. 


Tux state of Georgia proposes to test 
the constitutionality of the law taxing 
state bank notes out of existence in favor 
of irredeemable national issue, It pur- 
poses to issue and defend state bank notes, 


New Yor« city has rejected the offer of 
a statue of Heine, the German poet and 
radical, to be placed in Central Park. The 
German citizens who made the offer think 
that it was declined because Heine was un- 
orthordox, 


Tar Rev. Minot J. Savage, Unitarian, 
of Boston, has been called to the Church 
of the Messiab, New York, as associate 
pastor of the Rev. Robert Collyer. He 
will be asked to subsist on a salary of 
$8,000 per annum. 


Erastus Wiman, the capitalist and Staten 
Island promoter, who was tried for forgery 
and sentenced to five years’ imprisonment 
in Sing Sing, bas had the judgment re- 
versed by the Supreme Court and the 
Court of Appeals, and is free, 


Ox Deo. 17th President Cleveland sent 
to the United States Senate a message in 
which he recommended the application of 
the Monroe doctrin to the boundary dis- 
pute batween England and Venezuela and 
called for a commission to ascertain the 
line between Venezuela and British Gui- 
ana, over which the dispute had arisen. 
In his message he uttered the following 
war note: ‘* While it is a grievous thing to 
contemplate the two great English-speak- 
ing peoples of the world as being otherwise 
than friendly competitors in the onward 
march of civilization and strenuous and 
worthy rivals in all the arts of peace, there 
is no calamity which a great nation can in- 
vite which equals that which follows a su- 
pine submission to wrong and injustice, 


and the consequent loss of national self- 


respeot and honor beneath which is sbield- 
ed and defended a people's safetv and 
greatness." This means that the United 
Siates will go to war with England xf the 
boundary dispute is not settled with fair- 
ness to the South American republic. In 
England it is said that Lord Salisbury, 
prime minister, will pay no attention to 
the message on the ground, first, tbat the 
Monroe doctrin does not apply, and, sec- 
ond, that the United States has no right 
to interfere in the matter. The Senate and 
House bay passed a bill giving the presi- 
dent authority to appoint the commission 
he recommends, which will probably con- 
sume about three months in its investiga- 
tions, and then report. The cost of the 
committee is plae-d at one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. There is considerable war- 
like talk on both sides of the Atlantio, and 
some preparation. London speculators, 
actuated more by pique than by fear of 
loss, are said to be unloading their Ameri- 
can securities, and Wall street isin dismay. 
The president has supplemented his war 
message with one urging immediate finan- 
cial legislation; to which the House will 
respond with a tarift-revising measure, 
probably with an attachment providing 
for the issue of a popular loan to maintain 
the gold reserve. 
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“Domestic 


Is Original in Everything ! 


35 SEWING 
MACHINE 


Is Easy to Operate! 
Is Mecha: ically Per est! 
Is Scientifically Accurate! 


This cut represents the “ Looper.” It mates the chain stich on the celebrated “ Domestic " 


Machine or 


TWO MACHINES IN ONE. 


Test it in any way you plesse, it will never disappoint you. E 


Claims nothing which ca: not be proven. 


The best quality of Oil. Silk, Cotton, and Needles for Machines of all makes and the Cele- 


brated Perfect- Fitting "* Dom«stic” Paper Patterns constantly on 
Stitch'ng of all kinds done by expers operators 


yn hand. 
Mail orders promptly fi'led. 


CHAS. W. KATTEL, Sole Agent, 
“ Domestic" Sewing Mac ine Co., 


18 East 14th Street, . E 


. . - New York City. 


J/"Pond's Extract 


cures COLDS, CATARRH, SORE THROAT, 
INFLAMMATIONS AND ALL, PAIN. 


REV. CHAS. H. PARKHURST, the great reformer of New York. Have 
used Pond’s Extract long and constantly? 


REV. C. S. ROBINSON, the well known editor 


of **Songs for the 


Sanctuary,?? &c.—'Pond!s Extract fulfills every promise it makes.?! 
2,000 ORDERS FROM PHYSICIANS WITHIN ONE MONTH.: 


SUBSTITUTES DO NOT CURE. 


[DzogMBER 28, 1595 


—————M———ÓÓÓÓ 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS, 


Their Ultimate: The Rellglon of Sclence, 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. 


. This book is a study in the evolution of relig - 
ious ideas, touching all forms of religious wor 
ship, and treating at length on the authenticity 
and reliability of the Christian religion. It 
is a 12mo book of 146 pages and the Price is now 
reduced from 50 cents in paper and 75 cents in 
cloth to 25 cents in aper, 50 centsin cloth 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Scientific Works. 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of language: 2. The 
Identity of Languago and Thought, and 8. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondences on "Thought 
Without Words,” between P. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke o: Argyll, George J. 
Romanes, and others. Noatly bound in cloth. 
Prico, 750. 


Three Lectures on The Science of Lane 
uage. By Prof. F. Max Müller, The 
xford University Extension Lectures. With 

a supplement, t My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of “The Scienco of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 


The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 
Ribot, Drofessor of Comparativo and Experi- 
mental Psychology at tno College de France, 
and editor of the Revue Pnitosophique. Au- 
thorized translation. Treating ot the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneous, or Natural, Attention. 
—a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
lions; c. Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechanism; b, Inhibition; c, 
The feeling of effort. 3. The Morbid States of 
Attention.—a, Distraction; b, Hypochondria; 
c, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, 750. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 


The Psychic Life of Miero-Organisms. 
À Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theanthor. ‘Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Struct. al and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensory Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcuia. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecandation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation of Hieher Animals and Plants. 7, 
The Physio'ogical Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 

edicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
Ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, Toc.; paper, 50c. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Diseussions 
on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax, Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God, By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being & disquisition cn the development of 
the idea of God in human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The EU. 
ygology of The Word God. 3. God an Abstract 

dea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth: ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences, 1. Com- 
arative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B. 
rof. H. Oldenverg, of the University of Kiel. 

—a, Sanscrit Research; b, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The In- 
ferpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedie Epoch. 2._Expcrimental Psychology 
By Prof. Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psycholog 
b. Fayoho OST. in Germany; c, Psycholog In 
France and Italy; @, Psychology in Great Brit 
ain and the United States. 3. Old Testament 
History; or, The Rise of the people of Israel. 
By Prot. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Konigsberg. ay The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; 0, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
israel: c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kingdom of Israel. ith especial introductions 
by rofessors Oldenberg and Cornell, and 
atory remarks by the editor of the 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Ohicago at the 
inyitation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 8. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 119 pages, cloth. Price, 500. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
PsychologicalStudies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France, 2. Proot of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. “The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States, 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena o? 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 500. 

By 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. 
elegantly 


ref- 
pen. 


Gustave Freytag. A handsome, 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a mojto 
for the American edition: "A noble human 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in tho thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion." In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. ‘Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Diso:ders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. OCloth, 750. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. Paul Carus. With 152 Ilus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price #8, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely ound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1., The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life. 8. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology, 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Boul-Lite. 

Address HE TRUTH SEEKET, 
38 Lafayette Place, New York, 


